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PuA R T iy

Of the ProrrieTy of Acrion:

SECTION L

Of SYMPATHYf

H OW felfith foever man may be fup-

pofed, there are evidently fome prin-
ciples in his nature, which intereft him
n the fortune of others, and render their

L

happinefs neceffary to him, though he |, |

derives nothing from it except the plea-
fure of fecing it.'' Of thig kind is pity
or compaflion, the emotion whick we feel
for the mifery of \others, when we eithey
fee it, or are made to conceive it in g
very lively manner. That we often de-
rive forrow '‘from the forrovy of others is
too obvious to require any inftances to
prove it; for this fentiment, like all the
other original paflions of humar nature,

&)



Of SYMERAT i{. v. Part I@L

by no means confined to the virtuous
a_nd- humane, though they perhaps may
feel it with the moft exquifite fenfi-
bility. The greatet ruffian, the moft
harderied violator of ‘the laws of fociety,
is not altogether without it,

As we have 10 immediate - experience
oF what other men  feel, we' can form
no idea of the manner in which they are
affected, but by conceiving what we our-
{elves fhould feel in the like fituation.
Though our, brother is upon. the rack,
as long as Wc aI¢ at our eafe, our fenfes
will never inform us of what he fuffers.
They never did and never can carry us
beyond our 0Wn perfons, and it is by the
imagination only that we can form any
conception of what are his fenfations.
Neither can that' faculty help us to this .
any other way, than by reprefenting to us
what would be 0ur own if we twere in -
his cafe. It is the imMpreflions of our own
fenfes only, mot thofe of his, which our
imaginations copy- By the imagination
we place ourfelves 1n hjg fituation, we ’
conceive ourfelves enc}uring all the fame
torments, we enter s it Were ine, g body
and become in fome Meafure him and

thence
4 |



Seét: 1. Of SympaTHY, 3@11
: &

‘thence form fome idea of his fenfations,
and even feel fomething which, thO}J.gh
weaker in degree, is not altogether unlike
them. His agonies; when they are thus
brought home to ourfelves, when we have
thus adopted and made them our own,
begin at laft to affed us, and we then
tremble and fhudder at thé thoug!lt of
what he feels, For as to be in pain, OF
diftrefs of any kind excites the moft excel-
five forrow, fo to conceive or to imagine
that we are in it, excites fome degree of
the fame emotion, in proportien to the
vivacity or dulnefs of the eonception,

- That this is the fource of our fellow-
feeling for the mifery of others, that it |,
s by changing places in fancy with the
> fufferer, that we come either to conceive
or to be affected by what he feels, may
e flemox?ﬁr.a.ted by many obvious obfer-

vations, if it fhould not be thought fuf-

ficiently evident of itfelf. When we, fee

a ftroke aimed and juft ready to fall upon

the leg or arm of another perfon, we natu-
rally fhrink and draw back our own leg or
our own arm; and when it does fall, we feel
it in fomé meafure, andare hurt by it as

. well asthe fufferer.  The mob, when they
Ba are

.
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Of SYMPATHY, Part 1.

are gazing at a'dancer on the flack rope,
naturally writhe and twift and balance

their own bodies, as they fee him do, and.

as they feel that they themfelves muft do
in his fituation.  Perfons of delicate fibres
and a weak conflitution of body, complain
that in looking on the fores and ulcers
that are expofed by beggars in the ftreets,
they arc apt to feel an itching or uneafy
fenfation in the corefpondent part of their
own bodies. ’I:he horror which they con-
ceive at the mifery of thofe wretches af-
fects that particular part in themfelves
more than any other; becaufe that hor-
ror arifes from conceiving what they them-
 felves would fuffer, if they really were the
wretches whom they are |ooking upon,
‘and if that particular part in themfelves
was atually affeCtediin the fame mifer-
able manner. Tﬁ? very force of this
conception 18 fufficient, “in - their feeble
frames, to produce that itching or uneafy
fenfation complained of.  ©Men of the moft
robuft make, obferve that i, looking up-
on fore eyes they often feel 5 very {enfible
forenefs in their own, which proceeds
from the fame reafon; that offan being
in the firongeft man more delicate than

any

16
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it 1. Of SymprATHY. < @L
~dnly other part of the body is in the
weakeft. ; ‘ \

Neither i§ it thofe circumftances only,
which create pain or forrow, that call’
forth our fellow-feeling. Whatever is the
paffion which arifes from any object in
the perfon principally = concerned,  an
analagous' emotign fprings up, at the
thought of his fituation, inthe breaft of .
every attentive fpectator. Our joy for the
deliverance of thofe heroes of tragedy
or romance who intereft us, i1s as fin-
cere as our grief for their diltrefs, and
our fellow-feeling with their mifery is not
more real than that with their happinefs.
We enter into their gratitude towards thofe
faithful friends who did not defert them
in their difficalties ; and we ﬁeartily 2o
along with their refentment againt thofe
perfidious traitors who injured, abandon=-
ed, or deceived them. ' In every paffion.
of which the mind of man is fufceptible,
the emotions ‘of the by-ftander always
correfpond to what, by bringing the
cafe home to himfelf, he imagines, thould
be the fentiments of the fufferer,

Pity and compaffion -are word§ appro=
priated to fignify our fellow-fecling with

B3 the
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Of SymMPATHY, !Part I@L

the forrow of others. Sympathy, though
its meaning was, pethaps, originally the
fame, may now, however, without much
impropriety, be made ufe of to denote our
fellow-fecling with any paffion what-
ever. |
Upon fome occafions . fympathy may
feem to arife m&‘frl}’ from the view of a
certain emotion in another perfon. The

paffions, upon fome Occafions, may feem
to be transfufed from one man to . an-

other, inftantaneoufly, and antecedent to
any knowledge of what excited thiem in
the perfon principally concerned. Grief
and joy, for example, frongly exprefled
in the look and geftures of any one, at
once affect the fpetator with fome degree
of a like pamf.ul Or agreeable emotion,
A fmiling face 15, to every body that fees
it, a chearful object; as 4 forrowful coun-
tenance, on the other hand, is 4 melan= -
.choly one. :

This, however, does not hold univer-
fally with regard o every naffion.  There
are fome of which the expreflions excite
no fort of fymPathY’ but before we are
acquainted with what .8ave occafion to
them, ferve rather to difguft ang provoke

us

\
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us againft them. The furious behav?n:
of an angry man is more likely to le.XEl Pé
rate us againft himfelf than g‘gamf’c 1is eli -
mies. As we are unacquamte:‘d with his
Provocation, we cannot bring hl'g caf§ hor;llc
. to ourfelves, nor conceive any thing lxkc~_;‘l,ti

paffions which it excites. But we Plal{l)
fee what'is the fituation of thofe thh
whom he is angry, and ‘to what vio-
lence they may be expofed from {o en-
raged an adverfary. We readily, there-
fore, fympathize with their fear or refent~

ment, and are immediately difpofed to take
party againft the' man from whom they

appear to be in fo much danger..

If the very appearances of grief and
joy infpire us with fome degree of the
like. emotions, it is becaufe they fuggeft
to us the general idea of fome good or
bad fortune that has befallen the' perfon

in whom we obferve them: and in thefe
pafiions this i fufficient to have fome
little influence upon us.' The effefts of
grief and joy terminate in the perfon
who feels thofis emotions, of which the
expreffions do not, like thofe of refent-
ment, fuggeft to us the idea of any othes
perfon for whom we are concerned, and

By whofe
19
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Of SYMPATHY. Part 1.

s(e interefts are oppofite to his. ‘The
general idea of good or bad fortune,
therefore, creates fome concern for the
perfon” who has met with it,;but the
general idea of provocation excites no
{ympathy with the anger of the man
who has received it. Nature, 1t {eems,
teaches us to be more averfe to enter in-
to this paffion, and, till informed of its
caufe, to be difpofed rather to take part
againft it.

Even our {ympathy with the grief or
joy of another, before ‘we are informed
of the caufe of either, is always extreme-

ly imperfe&- General lamentations, which -

exprefs nothing but the anguifh of the
fufferer, creatc rather a curiofity to en-
quire into his fituation, along with fome

difpoﬁtion to {ympathize with him, than.

any aétual fympathy that is very fenfible.

The firft queftion that we afk is, What has

befallen you ¢ "Till this be anfwered, tho'
we are uneafy both from the vague idea

of his misfortune, and fill more from ‘

torturing ourfelves with conjectures about

what it may be; Yet our fellow-fecling is
ot very confiderable. .

Symﬂ |
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XA OF SYMPATHY, 9
Sympathy, therefore, does not arife {o
much from the view of the .Paﬁion,. as
“from that of the fituation which excites
it. We ometimes feel for another, 2
paflion of which he himfelf feems to be
altogether incapable; becaufe when we
put ourfelves in his cafe, that paflion
arifes in our breaft from the imagination,
though it does mot in his from the re-
ality.  We blufh for the impudence and
rudenefs of another, though he himfelf
appears to have no fenfe of the 1mpro-
priety of his own behaviour ; becaufe we
cannot help feeling with what confufion
we ourfelves fhould be covered, had we
behaved in fo-abfurd a manner.
Of all the calamities to which the con-
dition of mortality expofes mankind, the
 lofs of reafon appears, to thofe who haye
the leaft fpark of humanity, by far the
moft dreadful, and they behold that lagt
ftage of human wretchednefs with deepet
commiferat';on than any other. But the
poor wretch, \who is in it, laughs and
fings perhaps, and 'is altogether infenfible
of his own mifery; The anguifh which
humanity feels, therefore, at the fight of

fuch an obje&t, cannot be the reflection

of
2}
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Of SYMPATHY, Part'I.

—¢f/any fentiment of the fufferer., The
compaffion of the {peGtator muft arife
altogether from the confideration of what
he himfelf would feel if he was reduced
to the fame unhappy fituation, and, what
perhaps is impoffible, wasat the fame time
able to regard it with hig prefent  reafon
and judgment. ‘ '

What are the pangs of a mother when
the hears the moanings of her infant that
during the agony of difeafe cannot exprefs
what it f€.€1.3? In llf?r idea of what it fuf-
fers, fhe Jons, Lo its rea] helplefinefs, her
own conicioufnefs of that helplefinefs, and
her own terrors for the ynknown confe-

quences of its diforder 3 and out of all -

thefe forms, for her own forrow, the moft
complete 1mage of mifery and diftrefs.
The infant, however, feolc only the un-
eafinefs of the prefent inftant, which can
never be great- . With yesard to the fu-
ture it is perfeétly fecure, ang in jts thought-

L.

lefinefs and want of forefight poffeffes an

antidote aganft fear apq anxiety, - the
great tormentors of the huyman breaft,
from which reafon and philofophy will
in vain atiempt to defend when 1t grows
up to a man. /

4 We
72



AL Of SYMPATHY- g3

“We fympathize even with the dead,
and - overlooking what is of real impor-
- tance in their fituation, that anl:ll futu-
rity which awaits them, we are c.hleﬁy af-
feéted by thofe circumftances which ftrike
our {enfes; but can have no influence upon

their happinefs. Itis miferable, we think;

to be deprived of the light of the fun;
to be thut out from life and converfation;
o be laid in the cold grave a prey to
corruption and the reptiles of the earth;
to be no more thought of in this world,
but to be obliterated in a little time from

thgz affections - and almoft from the me-

mory of their deareft friends and relations.
Surely, we imagine, we can never feel too
much for thofe who have fuffered fo dread-
fula calamity. . The tribute of our fellow-
teeling feems doubly due to them now when
they are mn danger of being forgot by
every body: and, by the vain honouts
which we pay to their memory, we endea-
vour, for our own mifery, artificially to
keep alive our melancholy remembrance
of their misfortune, That our {ympathy
can afford them no confolation feems to
be an 'addition to their calamity; and ‘to
think that all we can do is unavailing(i
an

22
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nid that, what alleviates all other diftrefs,
the regret, the love and the lamentation
of their friends, can yield no comfort to
them, ferves only to exafperate our fenfe
of their mifery. The happinefs of the
dead, however, moft affuredly, is affected
by none of thefe Clrcumftances; nor is it
the thought of thefe things which can ever
difturb the fecurity of their repofe. The
idea of that dreary and endlefs melancholy,
which the fancy naturally afcribes to their
condition, arifes altogether from our join-
ing to the change which has been pro-
duced upon them, our own conicioufnefs
of that change, from oy; putting ourfelves
in their fituation, and from our lodging,
if T may be .allowe.d to fay fo, our own
living fouls 1 :fh_elr Inanimated bodies,
and thence CONCCIVING what would be our
emotions in this cafe. It is this very illu-
fion of the imagination which renders the
forefight of 0w OWn difflution fo terrible
to us, and the idea of thog circumitances,’
which undoubtedly can give s no pain
when we are dead, makes ys niferable
while we are alive. " And from thence
arifes one of the moft important prin-
ciples in human nature, the dread of death,

the

24

Of SYMPATHY. Part I, @L

\
\



1. . Of SYMPATHY. 13 @L

the great poifon to the happl.nef% but
the great reftraint upon the in)u{hcg of
mankind, which, while it afflicts and mor-
tifies the individual, guards and protects
the: fociety.

SECT.
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sECT,ﬁV

Of the fentiment by which we ap-
prove Or dlfapprqve of the pal-
fions and affedions of other men,
as fuitable or unfuitable to their
objects.

CHAP 1.

Of the Pleafur e of mutual SymMPATH Y

UT whatever may be the caufe of
fympathy, or however it may be
excited, | .ﬂOthmg‘Pleafes us more than to
‘obferve in Other men 3 fellow-feeling .
with all the emotions of our own breaft;
nor are W& €Ver fo much fhocked as by
the appearance of the contrary.. Thofe
who are fond of deducing all our fen-
timents from Certain refinements of felf-
love, think ﬂ}emfdves at no lofs to ac-
count, “according to their gyn principles,
Both for this pleafure and this pain, Man,
fay _they, confcious of his own weaknefs
‘ and

26
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26d of the need which he has for the af- .
fiftance of others, rejoices whenever he
obferves that they adopt his own paflions,
becaufe he is then affiired of that affift-
\  ance; and grieves whenever he obferves the
" contrary, becaufe he is then affured of their
oppofition: But both the pleafure vand /
_ the pain are always felt fo ihﬁantaneouﬂy,
and  often upon fuch frivolous occafions,
that it feems evident thatineither of them
can be derived from any fuch felf-intereft-
ed confideration. A man is mortified
when, after having endeavoured to divert
the company, he looks roupd and fees that
‘no-body laughs at his jeits but himfelf:
On the contrary, the mirth of the company
1s highly agreeable to him, and he re-
gards this correfpondence of their fenti-
ments with his own as the greateft ap-
plaufe. | ‘ T ‘
Nerther does his pleafure feem to arife
altogether from  the additional vivac’it‘y
which his mifth may receive from fym=
pathy with, theirs, nor his pain from the
difappointment he meets with when he
miffes this pleafure; though both the one
and the other, no doubt, do in fome

meafure

a7



: Of‘MUTﬂAL”SYMPATHYf 'Rant @L
pprove of his grief. Yet it may ofter

happen, without any defet of humanity
on our ;part, that, {o far from entering
‘into. theviolence of his forrow, we fhould
{carce cqnceiVC the fisft movements of con= .
cern. upon his account. Both he and his
father, perhaps, are intirely unknown to
us, or we happen to be employed about
other things, and. do not take time to pic-
ture out 1n QU iMagination the different
circumftances of diftrefs which muft oceur
to him. ~We have learned, however, from
experience; that{uch a misfortune naturally
excites fuch a degree of {orrow, and we
know that if weitook time to: confider his
fituation fully and in all its parts, we
{hould, without doubt, moft fincerely fym- -
pathize with him. . Itis upon the confei-
aufnefs of this conditiona] {ympathy, - that
" our approbation of his forrow is founded,
even in thofe ¢afes in which that fympa-
~ thy does not a&ue}lly take place; and the
general rules derived from our preceding
experience of what, upon moft occafions,
" our fentiments would correfpond with, cor=
rect the impropriety of our prefent emo-
tions. |
The



J2. Of MuTvarL SYMPATHY. 37
Lo The fentiment or affeStion of the heart
. from which any action proceeds, and upon: e
" which its whole virtue or vice muft ulti= "
Ay mately depend, may be conﬁdered under
two 'different afpe&s, or-in two different
- relations j firft; *in' relation to the caufe,
that lexcites it, or the motive that ngcs oc-
cafion to'it 3 'and fecondly, in relation to
the ‘end that it propofes, or the effe& that
it tends to produce. .

In the fuitablenefs or unfmtablenefs, in
the proportion or difproportion which the
affeCtion feems to bear to the caufe ot ob-
je€t which excites it, confiits the propriety
or' impropriety, the decency or ungrace-
fulnefs of the confequent action.

+In the beneficial or hurtful natureof the

, effeéts which the affection aims at, or tends
- to produce, confifts the merit or demerit of -

the action, the qualities by which it is en-

titled to 1cward or is deferving of pumfh-

ment. b O
Philofophers have, of late years, conﬁdel-
ed chxeﬂy the tendency of affections, and
have given little attention to ‘the relation
which they ftand in to the caufe which ex-
citesthem. In common life, however, when
we ]udge of any p»rfons conduct, and of
5 the

%9
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Of MuTuaL SympaTHy. Part I

the fentiments which directed it, we con-
ftantly confider them under both thefe af-
pects. When we blame in another man
the excefles of love, of grief, of refent-
ment, we not only confider the ruinous
effeéts which they tend to produce, but
the, little occafiont which was given for
them. = The ment of his favourite, we
fay, is mot fo great, his misfortune is
not fo dreadful, his provocation is not
fo extraordinary, as to juftify fo violent
a paffion. We fhould have indulged, we
fay; perhaps, have approved of the vio-
lence of his emotion, had the caufe been in
any refpeal PYQPOY tioned to 1t.

 When w€ judge in this manner of
any affection; aS Proportioned or difpro-

QL

portioned to the caufe which excites it .

it is fearce pofiible that we fhould make
ufe of any other 1ule or canop but the cor-
refpotident affection in ourfelyes, If, upon
bringing the cafe home to oyr own breaft,
we find that the'fentxments which it gives
" oceafion to coincide and tally with our own,
we neceffarily approve of them as propor-
tioned and fuitable to their objets: if
otherwife,we neceflarily difapprove of them,
as extravagant and out of proportion.

| Every
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Every faculty in ‘one man is the meai’urc_ h
by which he judges of the like faculty in
another. 1 judge of your fight by my’
fight, of your car by my e€ar, of your rea-
fon by my reafon, of your refentment by
my refentment, of your love by my love.

I' neither have, nor can have, any other
way of judging about them.

CHAP,
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CHAP. IIL

The fame 'fubje& continued,

_ E  may i}ldge of  the propriety or
W impropricty of the fentiments  of
another perfon ?y their correfpondence or

difagreement with our own, upon two

different 0CC3ﬁ0ﬂ§3 cither, firft, when the
objeéts which excite them are confidered
without any peculiar relation, either to our-

{elves or to the perfon whofe entiments we

judge of 5 or, fecondly, whep they are con-

fidered as peculiarly affecting one or other
of us.

1. With regard to thofe shjets. which
are confidered without any peculiar relation
either to ourfelves or to e perfon whofe
fentiments W€ Judge of ; wherever his fen=
timents interl)f correfpond with our own,
we afcribe to him the qualitics of tafte and
good judgment. Thebeantyof , plain, the
greatnefs of 2 MOUNtAIN, the oaments of
a building, the expreflion 'of 5 picturethe
compofition of @ dilcourfe;'the conduct of
"'a third perfon, the proportions of different

quantities and numbers, the various ap-

pearances

4
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pearances which the great machine of the
univerfe is perpetually exhibiting, with the
fecret wheels and fprings which produce
them ; in a word, all the general {ubjects of
{cience and tafte, are what we and our com-
panion regard, as having no peculiarrelation
 tocitherof'us.” We both look at them from
the fame point of view, and we have no oc-
cafion for fympathy, or for that imaginary
change of fituations from which it arifes,
in order to produce, with regard to thefe
the moft perfect harmony of fentiments and
affections. If, notwithf’canding, we are of-
ten differently affected, it arifes either from
the different degrees of attention, which
our different habits of life allow us to-
give eafily to the i:evcral parts of thofe com-
. plex objects, or from thedifferent degrees
" of natural acutenels in the faculty of the
. mind to which they are addrefled. .
When the fentiments of our companion
coincide with our own in things of this
kind, which are obvigus and ealy, and in
“fhi‘:h, perhaps, we never found a fingle
perfon who differed from us, though we,
no doubt, muft approve of them, yet he
feems to deferve no praife of admiration
on account of them. - But when they

not

b
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rot only coincide with our own, but lead
“and dircct our own; whgn in forming them
he appears to have attended to many things
which we had overlooked, and to have ad-
jufted them to all the various circumftan-
ces of their ob]ccts; WE not only approve
of them, but wonder and are furprifed at
¢their uncommon and unexpected acute-
nefs and comprehenfivenefs, and he ap-
pears to deferve a very high degree of ad-
miration and applaufe, For approbation
heightned by wonder ang farprife, confti-
tutes the fentment which i properly call-
ed admiration, and of which applaufe is
the natural expreflion,  The decifion of
the man Who JUdges tha¢ ¢y quifite beauty
is preferable 0 the groffdy deformity, or
that twice tWO dre equal ¢ four, maft
certainly be approved of by all the world,
but will not, furely, be much admired. 1t
15 the acute and delicate difcernment of -
the wan of talte, who dijnouifhes the
minute, and fCarce pereeptiple  differehces
 of beauty and deformity ; 5 io yjye compre-
henfive accuracy of the €xperienced mathe-'
matician, WhoUnravels, with cae the moft
intricate and perplexed proportions ; it is
the great Teader in fcience ang tafte, the

man
17
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~man‘who direéts and conducts our own fen-
timents, the extent and fuperior juftnefs
of whofe talents aftonifh us with wonder
- and furprife, who excites our admiration
and feems to deferve our applaufe: and
upon this foundation is grounded the
greater part of the praife which is beftow-
ed upon what are called the intellettual
Virtues, ‘ :

The utility of thofe qualities, it may be

ought, is what firft recommends them to
us; and, no doubt, the confideration of

this, when we come to attend to it, gives
them a new valye, Ori

, ginally, however,
we approve of another man’s judgment,

not as fomething ufeful byt a5 right, as
accurate, as agreeable to truth and reality+
and it is evident we attribute thofe qualities
%o it for no other reafon but becauss we
find that it agrees wi.th our own. ‘Tafte,
in the fame manner, is originally approved
of, not as ufeful, but asjuft, as delicate,
and as precifely fuited to 1ts object, The
idea of the utility of all qualities of this kind,
is plainly an after-thought, and not what
firlt recommends them to our approbas
tion,

| D 2. With
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%, With regard to thofe objedts, which
2ffeCt in a particular manner either’ our-
{slves or the perfon whofe fentiments we
judge of; it is at once more difficult to
referve this harm.qny and correfpondence,
and at the fame time, vattly more impor-
tanit, . My companion does not naturally
look upon the misfortune that has befallen
me, or the 1n]ury.that has been done me,
from the fame point of view in which I
~ confider them. ‘They affet me much more’
nearly. ,.’We do not view them from the
fame {tation, as we do apicture, or 4 poem,
oi 2 fyftem of philefophy, and are, there-
fore, apt to be very differently affeéted by
them. But I can much more eafily over-
Jook the Want of thig correfpondence of
fentiments With Fegdid o fuch indifferent
obje &ts-as COI‘lCEfn‘ neit-her 1Mé nor my coms
panion, than with Tegard to what interefts
me o mach as the misfgitune that has be-
falleri e, ol the Injury that has been
dore mes ThOUgh you' gefisice that pics
ture, or that Poem; oreven thar yftem of
philefophy; which 1 admiire, there is little
danger of our quattelling ypon that ‘ac=
count. Neither of s can jeafonably be

much

m
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uch interefted about them, They oughtall
of them to be matters of great indifference
to us both; fo that, though our opinions
may be oppofite, our affections may flill be
very nearly thefame. Bat it is quiteother+
wife with regard to thofe objeéts by which
~either you or I are particularly affeted.
‘Though your judgments in matters of fpe-
Culation, though your fentiments ih matters
of tafte, are quite oppofite to mine, I can
cafily overlook  this oppofition; and if
fave A0y degree of temper, 1 may ftill find

. ' have eith Ofe very fubjets. Butif you -
¢t o fellow-feeling for the mif-
fortunes I have meg, with, or none that.
bears BRYPYOPAtAon 1g the prief which
dg{traé"ts me 5 or'lf_)'?u have cither no in-
dignation at the injugjes | have fuffered, °
or none that bears any Propertion to th;
 yefentment which tranfpéts me, we can no
' Jonger converfe upon th : !

refe fubie
become infolerable to one anolt)ljlecfrt.s‘ I Zﬁ
ﬁaither’ rﬁlpport youn company, nor you
mine, ' Youare confounded at my violence
and, paffian, and Jram enraged at youy
cold mfenfibility and want of fe eling;
; D ¥ In
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5 all fuch cafes, that there may be fome
correfpondence of .fentim.ent‘s between the
 fpectatorand the perfon principally concern=
ed, the fpectator muft, firft of all, endea-
vour, as much as he can, to put himfelf in
the fituation of the other, and to bring
home to himfelf every little eireumftance
of diftrefs which can poffibly gecur to the
fufferer: He muft adopt the whole cafe
of his companion with all its minuteft in-
cidents; and ftrive to render, as perfect as
poffible, that imaginary change of fitua- -
tion upon Which his fympathy i< founded.
After all this, however, “the emotions
of the fpectator will gy e very apt to
fall fhort of the Vielence of what is felt
by the fufferer. Mankind,'though nagu-
rally {ympathetic, never Conceive, for what
has befallen another, thgg degree of paffion
which naturally animateg the perfon prins
cipally concernieds That imaginary change
of fituation, UPON Which .. fympathy
is founded, is but momentar.. The thought
of their own fafety, t thought that
they themfelves are not ye yio The' fuf-
ferers, continually mtrudes e upon

them ; and though it does net hinder them

from
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rom concelving a paffion fomewhat analo-
gous to what is felt by the fufferer, hinders
them from conceiving any thing that ap-

. proaches to the famedegrec of violence. The
‘ perfon concerned is fenfible of this, and, at
- the fame time, paffionately defires a more
compleat {ympathy. He longs for that re-
 lef which nothing can afford him but the
Stitire concord of the affections of the fpec-
tators with his own. To fee the emo-
tions of tl}cir hearts, in every refpect, beat
time to his own, in the violent and difa-
greeable paflions, conftitutes his {ole con-
folatiqn. But he can only hope to obtain
this by lowering his paflion to that pitch,
in which the {pectators are capable of go-
~ ing along with him. He muft flatten, if
I'may be allowed to fay fo, the {harpnefs
of its natural tone, in order to reduce it
to harmony and concord with the emo-
tions of thofe who are about him. What
they feel, will, indeed, always be, in fome

refpects, different from what he feels, and
compaffion can never be exactly the fame
with original forrow; becaufe the fecret
confcioufinefs that the change of fituations,
from  which the fympathetic fentiment
wrifes, is but imaginary, not only fowers
D3 it
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g degrec, but; ?n fol?lezmeafure, variesit
in kind, and gives 1t a quite different
modification: Thefe two {entiments, how-

ever, may, it 1s evident, have fuch a cor-
refpondence with one another, as is {uffi-

cient for the harmony of fociety. . Though

they will never be unifons, 'they may be '

concordS, and this is a]j that 1s wanted or
_ In order to produce this concord, as

nature teaches the {pectators to affume the
circumftances of the

cerned, fo fhe teaches this laft in iome
meafure to affu{ne thofe of the fpectators.
‘As they arc continually placing themfelves

in his fituation, and they e congeiving

emortions fimilar to whag 1. feels; fo he is

as conftantly placing himflf in theirs, and
thence CONCEVING fome degree of that cool-
sefs about his own fortune, wath which he
s fenfible that they will yic, < As they
~ are conftantly Con.ﬁdering what they them-

felves would fe?l, if they actually were the
{ufferers, fo he 1s as Conﬁantly led to 1ma-
gine in what mamner he woiq pe affeéted
if he was only one of the [pectators of his
owil ﬁtuation: ,AS their Aympathy makes
them look at it, in fome Meafure, with his

€yes,

perfon principally con-
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¢s, fo his fympathy makes him look at
it, in fome meafure, with theirs, efpecially
when in their prefence and aéting under
their obfervation; and as the refleCted paf-
fion, which he thus conceives, s much -
weaker than the original one, it necefia-
1ily abates the violence of what he felt be=
fore he came into their prefence, before
hebegan to recollect i what manner they
would be affected by it, and to view his
fituation in this candid and impartial
light, _ A
The mind, therefore, is rarely fo difturb-
ed, but that the company of a friend will
Teftore it to fome degree of tranquillity and
{edatencfs. Thebyeaft is, in fome meafure,
calmed and compofed the moment we come
into  his prefence.  We are immediately
put in mind of the Light in which he will
view our fituation, and we begiil to view
it ourfelves in. the fame light ; for the effect
of {ympathy is inftantaneous..  We expect
lefs fympathy from a common acquaintance
--than from a friend : we cannot open to the
former all thole little circumitances which
we can unfold to the latter: we affume,
therefore, more tranquillity before him, and
endeavour to fix oui)tllougllts upon thofe
D 4
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general outlines of our fituation which he
.15 willing to confider.  We expet il Jefs
fympathy from an affembly of ftrangers,
and we affume, the\x‘efore, ftill more tran-
quillity before them ,jand always endeavour
to bring down our paffion to thae pitch,
which the particular company we are in
may be expected to goalong with.  Nor is
this merely an aflumed appesrance: for if
we are at ail mafters f ourfelyes, the pre-
fence of a MEIe acquaintance will reall

compofe us, {till more thay that of a friend's
and that of an aﬂéInbly of ftrangers - {hill
more. than that ,Of a mere acquaintance,

‘Society and. converfagi, '

/3 on, therefore, are
the moft powerful remegic £ reftoring

the mind toits tranquillity 3¢ 4 any time,-
it has unfor tunately loft 1t; as well as the
beft prefervatives of thag equal and happy
temper, Which is fo Neceflary to felf-fatif-
fattion and EnjoyMent, . Mey o oo
and fpeculation, ‘thO are apt ¢ fit brooding
at home over either grigp :

f or refentment
- >
though thCY may then have More humani-

ty, more generofity, and , nicer fenfe of
honour, -yet felf]‘m} poflefs thqy equality of
temper which 1s fo commep among mer,
of the world,) i

CHap,
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Of the 'amiable and refpettable virtues,
P ON thefe two 'different efforts,
./ upon that of the fpeétator to enter
Into the fentiments of the perfon principally
concerned, and upon that of ‘the perion
principally concerned, to bring down his
€motions to what the fpetator can goalong
with, ‘are founded twe different fets of
virtues.  Thefoft, the gentle ang the ami- -
able virtues, the virtues of candid conde.
fcenfion and indulgent humanity, aye
founded upon the one: the great, the
awful and vefpectable, the virtues of felf-
denial, of felf-government, of 'that coin-
 mand of the paffions which fubjects all the
movements Of our nature to what ouy
own dignity and honour, and he propriety
of our” oWn conduct' require, ‘take their
origin from the other, -
Flowamiable does he appear to be, whofe
fyfnpathetic heart feems to re-echo all the
{éntimex_)ts of thofe w'{th whom he converfes,
who grieves f.or their calamities, who re=
~fents ther mjuries, and who ' rejoices at

their
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their good fortunel, When we bring home
+o ourfelves the fituation of his companions,
we-enter into their gratitude, and feel what
confolation they muft derive from the ten-
der fympathy of fo affeCtionate a friend.
And for a contrary reafon, how difagree-
able does he appear to be, whofe hard and
obdurate heart feels for himflf only, but
i altogether infenfible to the happinefs or
mifery of othersl ‘We enter, in this cafe
too, into the pain Whi;h his prefence muft
give: to every mortal with whom he con-
verfes, to thofe elpecially with whom we
are moik apt to {ympathize, the unfortu-
pate and the injured, |

- On the other hand, what noble pro-
priety and grace d.° we feel in the con-
dué of thofe who, in theiy own cafe, exert

that :eitolleéﬁon and felf-command which

- .conftitute the _dignit)’ of every paffion, and
which bring 1t down to what others can
enter into. - We are difpufted with that

~ clamorous grief, which, without any de-

ficacy, calls' UpOn our compaflion with
ighs and tears. and importupate lamenta-
gions,  But we jeverenge ; that refcrved,
_that filent and majeltic forrow, which dif-
covers itfelf only in the fwelling of the eyes,

8oy
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“the quivering of the lips and cheeks,
and in the diftant, but affe&ing, coldnefs of
the whole behaviour. It impofes the like
filence upon.us. . We regard it with re.
{pectful attention, and watch with anxious
concern over our whole behaviour, left b
any impropriety we fhould difturb that
‘concerted tranquillity, which it requires fo
great an effort to {upport.

The infolence and brutality of anger,
in the fame manner, when we indulge its
fury without check or reftraint, is, of all -

~ objeéts, ‘the moft deteftable. But we .ad-
. mire that noble and generous refentment
which'governs its “purfuit, of the greatelt

: injurics, not by the rage which they are
‘apt to excite in the breatt of the fafferer, + .
but by the indignation which they natu- #* /4
rally call forth in that of the impartia! {pec-, *
tator; which allows no word, no geﬁ'm'c,,
to clcape it beyond what this more equita-
ble fepnment would dittate; which never,
cven in thought, attempts any greater ven-
geance, nor: defires to inflick any greater
punithment, than what every andifferent
perfon would rejoice to fee executed:

And henccf it is, that to feel much for
others and Little for ourdelves, that to re-

ftramn
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: rain our felfith, and to indu]gcx our be-
nevolent affections, conftitutes the
tion of human nature; and ¢y
duce among mankind that harmony. of fen- .
timents and paflions in which confits their 5
whole grace and Propriety. As to love v~
our neighbour as we love ourfelves is the

great law of chriftianity, f, i is the great

precept of NAtUre to love oypfalyes only as

we love our nelgthUF, orF what comes to

the fame thing, as our Neighbour is capable
of loving us. '

As tafte and good juderment  when they
are confidered 8 Gualitiey which deferve
praife 3an admir atlon,_ are fuppofed to im-
ply a delicacy of fentlment and an acute-
yefs of underﬁandlpg Not commonly to be
met with; o the Vittues of fenfibility and
felf-command.are hot apprehended to con
fift in the ordinary, bl.lt in the uncommon
degrees of thofc. ORI e Sthiable
virtue of humanity Tequires, furely, a fenfi-
bility, much beyond wi¢ pofleffed by
the rude vulgar of manking, . greatand
exalted virtue of Magnanimigy undoubtedly
demands much more thay that degree of
. felf-command, which the e,y 0 of mor-

-gals is capable of exerting, A¢i. the com-

mon

perfec-
n alone pro-
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-mon degree of the intellettual qualities,

thére'is no'abilities; {o in the common de- -

gree of the moral, there is no virtue. Vir-
tue is excellence, fomething uncommonly
great and beautiful, which rifes far above
what 1s vulgar and ordinary. The ami-
able virtues confift in that degree of fenfi~

bility which furprifes by its exqufite and *

unexpected delicacy and tendernefs. ‘The
awful and refpettable, in that degree of
felf-command which aftonifhes by itsamaz-
ing fuperiority over the moft ungovernable
paflions of human nature,

__ There is, in this refpedt, a confiderable
difference between virtue and mere pro-

priety; between thofe qualities and actions
which deferve to be admired and celcbra-
ted, and thofe which fimply deferve to be
approved of. Upon many occafions, to ach
with the moft perfeét propriety, requires
no more than that common and ordinary
degree of fenfibility or felf-command which,

the moft worthle(s of mankind are poileft
of, and fometimes even that degreeis

neceflary, Thus, to give a very low in-
ftance, to eat when we are hungry, is cer-
tainly, upon ordinary occafions, perfeitly
right ‘and proper, and cannot mifs being

nog
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S approved of as fuch by every body. No-
thing, however, c9uld be more abfurd
than to fay it was virtuouys,

On the contrary, there may' frequently
be a confiderable degree of virtue in thofe
aé&tions, which fall fhort of the moft per=
felt ‘Pfopriety ; becaufe they may (il ap=

roach mearer to perfection than could
well be expected upon occafions in which:
it was fo extremely difficule to attain it
and this is very often the cafe upon thofe
occafions which require ¢} greateft ex-
ertions of felfrcommand_ - There are {fome
fituations which bear f, hard upon human
nature, that the greatef gecree of felfs
government, which cap, belong to fo im-
perfiect a creature as man  is 1o able o
tifle, altogether; the vojce of human weak-
nefs, or reduce the violence of the paiﬁons
to that P“ECh of Moderation, . in which
the impartial fpettator capy entirely enter
into them.) Though in thee afes” there.
fore, the behaviour of the fuge e, fall fhort
. of the moft perfeét pr Optiety, it may fill
deferve forne applaufe, apg even, in a- cer-
tain fenfe, may b}’ denomingted virtuous,
It may ftill manifelt an effop of genero-

fity and magnanimity of Which the greater

part
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att of men are incapable; and though it
fails of abfolute. perfedtion, it may be a
much nearer dpproximation towards per-.
fection, than what, upon fuch trying oc-,
cafions, is commonly ¢ither to be found or
to be expected. e
© . In all cafes of this kind, when we' are
determining the degree ‘of blame or ap=
plaufe that feems due to any a&ipn, we
very frequently make ufe of two different :
ftandards. - The firlt is the idea of com-
plete, propriety and perfection, which, in
thofe difficule fituations, no human con-
duct ever did, or ever can come up to;
and in comparifon with which the aétions
of all men muft forever appear blameable
and imperfect. . The fecond is the, idea of
that degree of proximity or diftance from
this complete perfection, which the actions
of the greater part of men commonly arrive
at. Whatever goes beyond this degree,
" how far foever it may be removed from
abfolute perfection, feems to deferve ap-
plaufe; and whatever falls thort of it, to
deferve blame,
It is in the fame manner that we judge
of the productions of all the arts which ade
drefs themfelves to the imagination, When

&
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 eritic examines the work of any of the:
sreat mafters i POSiry or painting, he
may fometimes €xamine it by an idea of
perfection; 10 his own mind, which nei-
ther that nor any other human work will
ever come Up to; and as long as he coms
ares it with this ftandard, he can fee no-
thing in it but faults and imperfections:
But when he comes to confider the rank
which it ought to hold among other worlks
of the fame kinfi, he nece{Ta{rily compares
it with a very different ftandard, the com-
mon degree Of eXcel‘lence which is ufually
attained in ﬂ}ls patticular art; and, when
he judges of 1t by this new meafure, it may
often appear to deferve the higheft ap-
plaufe, upon accounit of jts approaching
snuch nearei’ perfection than the greater
part of thoi:t".WOr k‘s W!lich can be brought
into competition with it,

g
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SECTION ML

Of the degrees of the different paffions

* which are confiftent with propriety.
"INTRODUCTION.

T HE propricty of every paflion ex-
cited by objeéts peculiarly related
to ourfelves, the pitch which the fpectator
can go along wi-th, muft lye, it is evident,
in a certaipn mediocrity.  If the paffion is :
a high, or if it és too low, he cannot
enter into it. Grief and refentment for
private misfortunes and injuries may eafi-
Iy, for example, be too high, and in, the
greater part of mankind they are fo, They
may likewile, though this more rarely
~ happens, be 'too low. We denominate
the excels, weaknefs, and fury: and we
call the defect ftupidity, nfenfibility, and
want of {piit.  'We can enter into neither
of them, but are aftonifhed and confound-
ed to fec them.
This mediocrity, however, in which
the point of proprietI); confifts, is'diﬁ'erept
D in
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different paflions. " It is high in fome,
nid low in others. There are fome pai-
fions which it is indecent to exprefs very
ftrongly, even upon thofe occafions, in
which it is acknowledged we cannot avoid
feeling them in the higheft degree. And
there are others of which the ftrongeft
expreflions are upon many occafions ex-
tremely graceful, even though the paffions
themfelves do not, perhaps; arife fo necefl-
farily. The ﬁrf.t are thofe paflions with
which, for certain reafons, there is little
or no fympathy¥: the feond are thofe
with which, for othep reafons, there 1s
the gl‘ﬁﬂteﬁ' And if we confider all the
different paflions of human nature, we
fhall find that they are yepyideq a5 de-
cent, or -indecent, jup §, proportion
as mankind dr€ more op lefs difpofed to
{ympathife with them,

CHAP.,
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Of the paflions which take their origin
from the body.

TN T is indecent” to exprefs any ftrong
degree of thofe paffions which arife
from a certain” fituation or difpofition of
the body; becaufe the company, not being
in the fame difpofition, cannot be expected
to fympathife with them. Violent hunger,
for example, though upon many occafions
fiot only natural, but unavoidable, is al-
ways indecent, and to eat voracioufly js
univerfally regarded as a picce of ill man-
ners., ‘There is; however, fome degree of
fympathy, even with hunger, It is agree-
able to fec our companions cat with a
- good appetite, and all expreflions of loath«
Ing are offenfive. The difpofition of body
which js habitual to a man in health,
makes his ftomach cafily keep time, af
1 may be allowed' fo coarfe an expref-
fion, with the one, and not with the other.
We can fympathife with the diftrefs which
excellive hungey occafions, when we read
the delcription of it in the journal of a
E2 fiege,
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ege, or of a fea voyage, We imagine
ourfelves in the fittation’ of ‘the ‘fufferers,
and thence readily conceive the grief,
the fear and conflernation, which muft
neceffarily dif‘h‘.a& them, We feel, our-
{elves, fome degree of thofe paffions, and
therefore fympathife  with them: but as
we do mot grow hungry by reading the
defcription, We cannot properly, even in
this cafe, be faid ‘to fympathife with
their hunger. ' ,
It is the fame cafe with the paflion
by which nature unjgeg the two fexes.
Though naturally ‘the o furious of
all the paffions, ajl ftrong expreflions of
it are Upon CVEry occafion jndecent, even
between perfons in whom its moft com-
pleat indulgence, s acknowledged by all.
laws, both human anq divine, to be per-
feCtly innocent. There feems, however,
to be fome degree of fympathy even with
this paffion. To talk ¢ a woman as
we fhould to a man jg Improper: itfis ..
expected th_at their Cmpany thould in-
fpire us with more Bdiety, morg plea-
fantry, and more Httention; and an in-
tire infenfibility to the faj; fex, renders a

man
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man contemptible in fome meafure even
to the men. X
- = Such is our averfion:for all the appe-
tites ‘which take their origin_from the
body: all ftrong expreflions of them are
- loathfome and difagreeable.  According
to fome antient philofophers, thefe are the
paflions which we fhave in common with,
t!le br utes, and which havingino connée=
tion with the charaéteriitical qualities of
human nature, are upon that account be-
neath its dignity, But there are many
other paffions which we fhare in comion
with the brutes, fuch as refentment, natural
affeCtion, and even gratitude, which de .
not, *upon that account, appear to be
brutal. The true caufe of the peculiar
difguit which we conceive for the ap-
petites of the bpdy,‘ when we e them
in other men, 1S that we cannot enter
into them. To the perfon himfelf who
feels them, as fOOﬂl_aS they are gratified,
the object that excited them. ceafes to be
agreeable: even s prefence often’ be.
comes offenfive to him; he looks round
to mo purpofe for the charm which frarifs
ported him ithe moment before, and he \

can now as little enter intg his' own

E3 paflion
GS



o+ .pailion’ as another perfon,, When we
have dined, we order the covers to be re=
moved ; and we fhould treat in the fame
manner the objects of the moft ardent and
paflionate defires, if they were the objeéts
of no other paflions but thofe which take

their origin from the body. .
In the command of thofe appetites of
the body confifts that virtue which is pro-
perly called temperancs, T reftrain them
within thofe bounds, ‘which regard to
health and fortune Preferibes, is the-part
of prudence.  But to confine them withe
in_thofe limits, which grace, vhich pro=
priety, ‘Whmh dqllcacy, and modefty, re-

quire, 18 the office of temperance. #

25,18 a0 for thRUfagle (oo o (1 8 o cry
out with bodily pain, how intolerable fo-
ever, appears always Unmanly and un-
becoming. There jg however, a good
“deal of fympathy even vy bedily pain.
If, as has already been oherved: 1 foe 4
firoke aimed, and jug ready to fall upon
the leg, OfL My of another perfon, I
naturally fhrink and dray, back my own
leg, or my oWn aIM; and when' it doscs
£01, T feel'it in fome meafure, and am
hurt by it as well as' the fufferer. My
| . hurt,

4C
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flight, ahd, upon that account, if he
" makes any violent out-cry, as I cannot
go along with him; I never fail ta defpife
him. And this is the cafe of = all the
paffions which take their origin from the
body ; they excite either no fympathy at
~ all, or fuch a degree of | it, asis altoge-
¢ ther difproportioned to the violence of
what is felt by the fufferer. N

It is quite otherwife with thofe paf-
fions which take their origin from the
mmagination. The frame of my body
can be but little affected by the altera-
tions which are brought about upon that
Jof my companion: but my imagination
is more ductile, and more readily af-
fumes, xf I may fay fo, the {hape "and
configuration of the imaginations of thofe
with whom T am familiar. A difappoint-
“ment in love, or ambition, will, upon
this account, call forth more {ympathy
than the greateft bodily evil. Thofe pal-
fions arife altogether from the imaging~
tion: - The perfon who has loft his whole
fortune, if he 15 in health, feels nothing
in his body. What he {uffers'is from the
jmagination only, which reprefents to him

E4 the
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however, is, no doubt, exceffively-
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ternal caufe, than we do that which arifes
from an internal diforder. T can fearce
form an idea of the agonies of my neigh-
bour when he is tortured with the gout,
or the ftone; but I'have the cleareft con-
ception of what he muft fuffer from an
incifion, a wound, or a fratture. The
chief caufe, however, why fuch objects
produce fuch violent effects upon us, is
their novelty. One who has been witnefs
to a dozen diffeCtions, anq 5 many am-
putations, fees, ever after, a]] operations of
this kind with great indifference, and often
with perfect infenfibility, Though we have
read or feen reprefented more than five
hundred tragedies, we (41 feldom feel
fo entire an abatement of oy fenfibility
to the objects which they reprefent to us.
In fome of the Greek tragedies there is
an atfempt 0 €Xcite comp,ffion, by the
reprefentation of the agonjes of bodily
pain. Ph;].o&ctes €T1€s out and faints from
the extremity of his fuﬂ?ffrings. Hippoly-
tus and’ Hercules are both introduced as
expiring under the feverefy tortures, which,
it feems, even the fortityqe of Hercules
was incapable (?f f:llppm'ting. In all thefe
cafes, however, 1t 15 not the pain which

in-



-It is not the fore foot, but the folitude,
of Philotetes which affects us, and dif-
fufes over that charming tragedy, that ro-
mantic wildnefs, which is fo agreeable'to
the imagination. The agonies of Hercules
and Hippolytus are interefting -only be-
caufe we forfee that death is to be the confe-
quence,  If thofe heroes were to recover,
we fh.duld‘think the repréfentation of their
fufferings perfectly ridiculous. What a tra-

gedy would that be of which the diftrefs con-

ﬁﬁed- I a cho]ic.c Yet no pain i1s more
exquifite,

Thefe attempts to excite com-
Pamon by the reprefentation 'of bodily
pam, may be regarded as among  the
greateft breaches of decorum of: which
the Greek theatre has fet the example.
The little fympathy which we feel with
bodily pain is the foundation of the pro-
pricty of conftancy and patience in endur.
ing it.". The many who undér the fevel
reft tortures allows no weaknefs to efcape
him; vents 10 \groan, gives way to no
paflion which we do not entirely enter in-
to, commands our higheft admiration,
His firmnefs emables him to keep time
with our indifference and infenfibility.
We

{
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We admire and intirely go along with
the magnanimous effort which he makes
for this ptrpofe. We approve of his be-
haviour, and from our experience of the
common weaknefs of human nature, we are
furprifed, and wonder how he fhould be
able to aft fo as to deferve approbation.
Approbation, mixed and animated by won-
der and furprize, conftitutes the fentiment
which is properly called admiration, of
which, applaufe is the patyral expreflion,
as has already been obferved.

CHAP 1L

Of thofe paflions which take their origin

from a particular turn or habit of the
imagination, -

EVEN_Of the Paflions derived from
the 1magmation, thefe which take
their origin ffom a peculiar tyrn or habit
it has acquired, though they may be ac-
knowledged to be perfedtly natural, are,
however, but little fympachind  with.
The imaginations f)f Mankind, not having
acquired that particular tupn cannot enter
into them; and fuch paffiong, though they

may
T2
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in fome part of life,' are always in fome
meafure ridiculous. ‘This is the cafe
with that ftrong attachment which natu-
rally grows up between two perfons of
different fexes, who have long fixed their
thoughts upon one another. Our imagi-
nation not having run in the fame channel
with that of the lover, we cannot enter
into the eagernefs of his emotions. If
our friend has been injured, we readily .
fympathife with his refentment, and grow
angry with the very: perfon with whom
he his angry. If he has received a be-
nefit, we readily enter inte his gratitude,
and have a very high fenfe of the merit
of his benefattor. But if he is in love,
though we may think his paffion juft as
reafonable as any of the kind, yet we
never think ourfelves bound to conceive a
paffion of the fame kind, ‘and for the
fame perfon for whom he has conceived
It.  The paffion appears to every body)
but thc? man who feels it, entirely dif-
proportioned to the value of the objedt ;
and .love, though it is pardoned in a
certain age becaufe we know it is natural,
15 always laughed at, becaufe we cannot

enter
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efter into it. All ferious-dnd firong ex-
preffions of it appear ridiculous to a third
perfon ; and 1_f the lovex: 1s not good com-
pany to his miftrefs, he is to no body eife. -
He himfelf is fenfible of this; and as long
as he continues in his fober fenfes, endea-
vours to treat his own paffion with raillery
and ridicule.” It 1s the only ftile in which
we care to hear of it; becaufe it is the only
ftile in which we ourfelves are difpofed to
talk of it.  We giow weary of the grave,
pedantic, and long-featenced love of Cow-
ley and Propertius, who never have done
with exaggerating the violence of their at-
tachments s but the gaiety of Ovid, and
the gallantry of Horace, are always agree-
able.

But tho' we feel no proper fympathy
with an attachment of this kind, tho’ we °
never approach even in imagination to-
wards conceiVing a paffion for that. parti-
cular perfon, YCt as we either have con-
ceived, or may be difpofed to conceive,
paflions of the fame kind, we readily en-=
ter into thofe high hopes of happinefs
which are PrOPOfﬂd from its gratification, =
as well as into that exquifite diftrefs which
is feared from its dfappointment, It in-
| terefts

wf!,
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srefts us not as a paflion, but as a fitua-
tion that gives occafion to other paffions
which intereft us; to hope, to fear, and
to diftrefs of every kind: In the fame
‘manner as in a defcription of a fea voy-
age, it is not the hunger which interefts
us, but the diftrefs which that hunger oc-
cafions. . Tho’ we do not properly entet
into the attachment of the lover, we rea-
dily go along with thofe expectations of
romantic happinefs which he derives from
it. We feel how natural it 1s for the
mind, in a certain fituation, relaxed with
indolence, and fatigued with the violence
of defire, to long for {erenity and quiet,
to hope to find ﬂl?m in the gratification
of that paflion Wh}Ch diftras it, and to
frame to itfelf the idea of that Iife of paf-
toral tranquillity and retirement which the
elegant, the tender, and the paflionate T
bullus takes fo much pleafure ip deferib-
ing; a life like what the pocts defcribe
in the Fortunate Iflands, 2 life of friend-
fhip, liberty, and repofe; fiee from la-
bour, and from care, apd from all the
turbuient paflions which attend them.
Even fcenes of this kind intereft us moft,
when they are painted rathep as what 1s

hoped,
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“Hoped, than as what is‘enjoyed. © The
grofitiefs of that paflion, which mixes with,
and is, perhaps, the foundation of love,
difappears when 1rts gratification is far off
and at a diftance; but renders the whole
offenfive; “When “deferibed 4¢ what'is im-
mediately poffefled.” Py happy paffion,
upon this account, interefis ¢ much lefe
than the fearful and' the melancholy. 'We
‘tremible for whatavgr can ‘difappoint fiich
natural and agreeable’ hopes: ‘and' thus
enter into “all ‘the anxiety, and concern,
- and diftrefs of thelover, Pty

Hence it 18, that, i fome modern tra-
gedies 'and romances, this paffion appears
5 wonderfully mtereﬁing. It is not fo
much the IOYC of Qaﬁa]io and Monimia
which attaches us i 4, Orphan, ‘as the
. diftrefs which ‘that Joe occafions. 'The
author who' fhould introduce twé lovers,
in'a fcene of perfecy fecurity,  exprefling
their mutual fondnefs £y . anpther,
would exc1te.la}ug'hter, and not fympathy.'
If a'feene of s kind j¢ ever “admiticd
into' a tragedy, 115 Always i e mieas
fure, improper, nd is ¢ndured, not from
any fymp:%thy with the Pafhon that is ¢x-
iprefled in 1t, but from edrigesy, for the dan-
' gers

-r]é -

*,

6L,



| Ji Seét. 3. Of MutvuaL SymPATHY. 65 @L
*;gj: and difficulties with which the audi-

. ence forefee that its gratification is likely
to be attended.

The referve which the laws of focicty
impofe upon the fair fex, with regard to
this weaknefs, renders it more peculiarly
diftrefsful in them, and, upon that very
account, more deeply interefting. We
are charmed with the love of Pheadra, as
it is exprefled in the French tragedy of
that name, notwithftanding all the extra-
vagance and guilt which attend it. That
very extravagance and guilt may be faid,
in fome meafure, to recommend it to us,
Her fear, her fhame, her remorfe, her
horror, her defpair:. become thereby more
natural and interefting.  All the {econda-
ry paffions, if I may be allowed to call
them fo, which arife from the fituation of
love, become neceffarily more furigys o
violent: and it is with thefe {econdary
paflions only that we can properly be faid
to fympathize, ‘

Of all the paflions, however, which are
fo extravagantly difproportioned to the va-
lue of their objelts, love is the only one
that appears, even to the weakeft minds,
to have any thing in it that is either
F graceful
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“opaceful or agreeable. In itfelf, firft of
all, tho’ it may be ridiculous, it isnot na-
turally odious; and tho’ its confequences
are often fatal and dreadful, its intentions
are feldom mifchie.vous. And then, tho’
there is little propriety in the paffion itfelf,
there is a good deal in fome of thofe
which always accompany jt, There is in
love a ftrong mixture of humanity, gene-
rofity, kindnefs, frxendﬂ]ip? efteem ; paf-
fions with which, of a]] others, for rea-
fons which fhall be explained immediately,
we have the greateft pr openfity to fympa-
thize, even not\.mthﬁ’cmding we are {enfible
that they are, in fome meafure, exceflive,
The fympathy which we fee] with them,
renders the paflion which they accompany
lefs difagreeable, and fupports it in our
‘imagination, nOththﬁanding all the vices
which commonly go along with it; tho’ in
the one fex it neceflarilyleads 16 the laft ruin
and infamy; and tho’ in ¢he other, where

@ it is apprehended 0 be leatk faal it is al.

moft always attended. with a5 incapacity
for labour, a neglet of duty, a contempt
of fame, and even of common reputa-
tion., Notwithftanding all this, the de-
gree of fenfibility and generofity with

which
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hich it is fuppofed to be accompanied,
renders it to many the object of vanitys
“and they are fond of appearing capable of
feeling what would do them no honour if
they had really felt it. ,
It is for a realon of the fame kind, thata |
tertain referve 1s neceffary when we talk of
our own friends, our own ftudie§, our own
profeffions. All thefe are objects which
we cannot expect thould intereft our com-
panions in the fame degree in which they
mtereft us: - And it is for want of this
referve, that the one half of ‘mankind
maké bad company to the other. '~ Al phi-
Tofopher is company to a philofopher only ;
the member of a club, to his own little
knot of companions.

i i LCHYA P IIEL

OF the unfocial paflions.

THERE is afiother fet of paflions;
which tho’ derived from the imagi-

nation, yet before we can enter into them,
or regard thém as graceful er becoming,
muft always be brought down to a pitch
much lower ‘than that to which undifei~

e -7 plined
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plined nature would raife them. - Thefe
are hatred and refentment, with all their
different modifications. With regard to
all fuch paffions, our fympathy is divided .
between the p‘erfon who feels them and the
perfon who is the objedt of them: The
interefts of thele two are  direétly oppo-
fite. - What our fympathy with the per-
fon who feels them would prompt us to
with for, our-f¢llow-feeling with the other
would lead us to fear. Ag they are both
men, Wearcconcerned for both, and our
fear for what the one may fuffer, damps
our refentment for whag the other has fuf-
fered. Our mePathy, therefore, ' with the
man who has received the provocation,
neceffarily falls fhort of the paffion which
naturally ammates him, ; not only upon
account of 'thofegeneral caufes which rene,
der all fympathetic paffiong inferior to the
original ones, bUt.uPCm account of that
particular caufe which is pecyliar to itfelf;
our oppofite fympathy with another perfon.
Before refentment,  therefore, ;canibecome
raceful and agreeabley it muft be more
humbled .and brqught down below that
pitch to which it would naturally rife,
than almoft any other paffion, ,
4 Man-
59
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\/Mankind, at the fame time, have a very
firong fenfe of the injuries that are done
to another. ' The villain, in'a tragedy or
. romance, is as much the objeét of our in-
dignation;, as the hero is that of our fym-
pathy and affection.. We deteft-Iago as
much as we efteem Othello; and delight as
much inthe punifhment of the one, as we

are grieved for the diftrefs: of the other.

But tho’ mankind have fo!ftrong a fellow-
feeling with the injuries’ thatiare donerto
their brethren, they do not always refent
them the more that the fufferer'appears to
refent them. Upon moft_ occafions;, the
greater his patience, his mildnefs,’ his! hu-
manity, provided it does not appear that
he wants {pirit, or that fear was the mo-
tive of his forbearance, the higher the re-
fentment againtt the perfon who injured
him. The amiablénefs of the charater
exalperates their fenfe of the atrocity of
the injury, \

Thefe paflions, however, are regarded
as neceflary parts of the charadter of hu-
man nature. A perfon becomes contemp-
tible who-tamely {its ftill, and fubmits to
infults; without attempting either  to repel
or to revenge them.  We cannot enter 1a-

F 3 tQ
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¢ his indifference and infenfibility : we call
his behaviour mcﬂn-.fplritednefs, and areas
really provoked by it, as by the infolence

of his adverfary. - Even the mob are enras
ged to fee any man fubmit patiently to af=

fronts and ill ufage. They defire-to fee

this infolence refented, and refented by the «

perfon who {uffers from - it. - They cry to
him with fury, to defend, op to revenge
himfelf. I bis indignation ‘roules at laft,
they. hcartily applaud, and {ympathife with
it. It enlivens their own indignation a=
gainft the enemy, whom they rejoice to
fee him 'f‘tta‘:k I his turn, and are as real.
ly gratified by ‘his revenge, provided it is
not immoderate, as if the injury had been

done to themielves,

But th,oqg_h the Utility of thofe paffions
to the individeal, by rendering it dan-
gerous to infult or njure him, be ac-
knowledgedi and thmlgh their utility to
the publick, as the guardians of juftice,
and of the equality of i adminiftration,
be not lefs gonﬁderabl.e', a3 fhall be thewn
hereafter; yet there is il {omething dif~
agreeable in the paffions themfelves, which
makes the appearance of them in other
men the natural objeft of our averfion,

/The
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he expreflion of anger towards any body
prefent, if it exceeds a bare intimation
that we are fenfible of his ill ufage, is-
" -regarded not only as an infult to that par-
ticular perfon, but as.a rudenefs to the
whole company. Refpect for them ought
to have reftrained us from giving way to
fo. boifterous and offenfive ah emotion.
It is the remote -effects of thefe paffions
-which are agreeable; the immediate ef-
fefls are mifchief to the perfon: againft,
whom they are direGted, But it is the
immediate, and not the remote effects of
objeéts which render them agreeable or
difagreeable to the imagination, A pui=
{on is certainly more ufeful to the publick
than a palace ; and thé perfon who founds
the one is generally directed by a. much
jufter {pirit of patriotifm, than he who !
»  builds the other. . But the immediate ef-
fects of a prifon, the confinement of the ' . !
wretches thut up in it, are difagreeable ;
and the imagination either does not take
time to trace out the remote ones, or fees
them at.too great a diftance to be much
affected by them. A prifon, therefore,
will always be a difagreeable object; and
the fitter it is for the purpofe .for which
; F 4 " it

W

jo 83



was intended, it will be the more fo.
A palace, on the contrary, will always
be agreeable: yet its remote effetts may of-
ten be inconvenient to the publick. It
may ferve to promote luxury, and fet
the example of the dificlution of manners.
Its immediate effets, however, the con-
veniency, the pleafure and the gaiety of
the people who !ivc in it, being all agree-
able, and fuggefting to the imagination a
thoufand agreeable ideas, that faculty gene-
rally refts upon them, and feldom goes fur-
ther in tracing 1ts more diftant confe-
quences. Tr OPhles.Of the inftruments of
mufick or of agriculture, imitated in
painting or in ftucco, make a common
and an agreeable ornament of our halls
and dining-ro0ms. A trophy of the fame
kind, compofed of the -infiruments of
furgery, of diffecting, 454 amputation-
knives; of faws for cutting the bones, of
trepanning inftraments, & would be abs
furd and fhocking.  Inftruments of furs
gery, however, ar€ always morc finely
polifheds and generally more nicely adapt-
ed to the purpofes for which they are
intended, than inftraments of agriculs
ture. The remote effc&ls of them too,

the
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yet as the immediate effect of them'is pan
and fuffering; the fight of them always dif= .
pleaies us. Inftruments of war are agrce-
able, tho’ their immediate effect may {feem
to be in the fame manner pain-and fuf-
fering. But then it is the pain and fuf-
fering of our enemies, with, whom we
have no fympathy; and, with regard to
us, they are immediately connected with
the agreeable ideas of courage, Vvictory,
and honour. They are themfelves, there-
fore, fuppofed to make one of the nobleft
parts of drefs, and the imitation of them
one of the fineft ornaments of architee-
ture. It is the fame cafe with the quaii-
ties ‘of the mind. = The antient ftoics
were of opinion, that as the world was
govefned by the all-ruling providence of
a wife, powerful, and good God, every
fmgle event ought to be regarded, as mak-
ng a neceffary’ part of the plan of the
univerfe, and as tending to promote the
general order and happinefs of the wholes
that the vices and follies of mankind,
therefore, made as' neceffary a part of
this plan as- their wifdom or their virtue;
and by that eternal art which educes good

from
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~ffom ill, were made to tend equally
to the profperity and perfe@tion of the
great fyftem of nature, No fpeculation
of this kind, however, how decply fo-

 ever it might be rooted.in the mind, could
diminifh our natural abhorrence for vice,
whofe immediate effelts aje fo deftructive,
and whofe remote ones are too diffant to .
be traced by the imagination,

It is the fame cafe with - thofe paffions

we have been juft now confidering.  Their
immediate effeéts are {o difagreeable, that
even  when they are moft juftly provoked,
theyeis ftillfomething aboys them which dif.
gufts us. Thefe, therefore, are the only
paffions of which the ¢xpreflions, as I for~
merly Obfel“’e_d’. do not difpofe and prepare
us to fympathize, with them  before we
are informed of ‘the caufe which excites
thera. - The plaintive voice of mifery, when
heard at a diftance, will not allow us to be
indifferent about the peron from whom it
comes,. -~ As {001 a5 it fyikes our éar, it
interefts usin his for.tune, and, if continy-
ed, forces us almoft Wvoluntarily to fly to
his affitance.  The fighe of 5 {miling
countenance, in the fame Manner, elevates
¢ven the ‘penfive into that gay and airy

mood, -
B
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“ymotd, which difpofes him to fympathize

with, and fhare the joy which it exprefs)
fes ; and he feels his heart, which with

thought and care was before that thrunk
and -deprefled, inflantly expanded and

elated. But it is quite otherwife with the,

expreflions of hatred and refentment, The
hoarfe, boifterous, and difcordant voice of
anger, when heard at a diftange,  infpires
us either with fear or averfion.. We do not
fly towards it, as to one who cries out with
pain and agony. - Women, and men of
weak nerves, tremble and are overcome
with fear, tho’ fenfible that themfelves are
not the objects of the anger. They con-
ceive fear, however, by putting themfelves
in the fituation of the perfon who is fo,
Eyen thofe of ftouter hearts are difturb-~
ed; not indeed enough' to make them, a=
fraid, but enough to make them angry;
for  anger 'is the paffion which they
would feel in, the fituation of the other
perfon. It is the fame cafe with hatred.
Mere expreffions of {pite infpire it againfk
no body, but the man who ufes them.
Both thefe pafllions are by nature the ob-
jects of our averfion. Their dilagrecable
and boifterous appearance never excites,

. 8 " never
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fympathy. < Grief does not more powerful-
1y engage and. attra& us to the perfon in
whom we obferve it, than thefe, while we
are ignorant of their caufe, difguft and de-
tach us from him. _It was, it feems, the
intention of nature; that thofe rougher and
more unamiable emotions, which drive
men from one another, thould be lefs ea-

fily and more rarely communicated.
When mufic imitates the modulations
of grief or joy; it either actually infpires
us with thofe paflions, or at leaft puts us
in the mood which difpofes us to conceive
them. But when it imitates the notes, of
aniger; it infp}'res us with fear. Joy, grief,
love, admiration, devotion, are all of them
paffions which are naturally mufical. Their
natural tones are all foft, clear, and melo-
dious; and they naturally exprefs them-
felves in periods which are diftinguifhed by
regular paufes, and which upon that ac-
count are eafily adapted to the regular re-
turns of the correfpondent airs of 'a tune.
The voice of anger, on the contrary; and
of all the paffions which are akin te it, 1§
harfh and difcordant.  Its periods too arel
all irregular, fometimes very longy and
fometimes

80

ver prepares, and often difturbs our
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~fometimes very fhort, and diftinguifhed by
no regular paufes. It is with difficulty,

.thofe paffions; and the mufic which does

imitate them is not the moft agreeable. A/

whole entertainment may confift, without
any - impropriety, of the imitation of the
focial and agreeable paffions. It would
be a ftrange entertainment which confifted
. altogether of theimitations of hatred and
refentment. . ~

If thofe paflions are difagréeable to the

fpettator; | they are ‘not  lefs o to the -

- perfon-whofeels them.. Hatred ang anger
are the, greateft . poifon to the happinefs
of a good mind. There ' is, in' the very
feeling of | thofe paffions, {omething har(h,
jarring, 'and. convalfive, fomething that
tears and  diftratts the breaft, and is al.
together deftructive of that compofure and
tranquillitys of mind which is fo neceffary
to happinefs, and’ which is beft promoted
by the contrary paffions of gratitude and
love. It 'is ‘mot: the: value of whas the
lofe by the perfidy-and ingratitude of thofe
they live with, which  the generous ang
humane : are. moft apt to regret. What-
ever they may haveloft, they can gene-
rally
(g,‘q
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therefore, that mufic can imitate any of
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~ rally be wvery happy without it. What
moft difturbs them is the idéa of per=
fidy and ingratitude exercifed towards
themfelves; and the difcordant and’ dift
agreeable paflions which this excites; ¢oti-
ftitutes, 1n tbgir own opinion, the chief
patt of the ijury that they fuffer.

How many things are requifite to ren-
der the gratification of réfentnient comis
pleatly agreeable, and to make the fpec=-
tator thoroughly fympathife with our re-
venge? The provocation muft firfk of all
be fuch that we fliould ‘becotie’ coris
temptible, and be expofed to perpetual in=
fults, if we did net, in fome meafiire, re-
fent it. Smaller offences are always bet+
ter negleCted; nor is ‘thére any thing
mote defpicable than that froward and
captious humout which takes fire upon
every flight oceafion of quarrel.  We .
fhould refent more from 4 f{enfe of the
propriety of refentment, from a fenfe that
mankind expect and require it of us,
than becaufe we feel in outfilvés the furies
of that difagreeable paffion. “There is no
paffion, of which the human mind is ca-

able, concerning whof¢ juftnefs we ought
to be fo doubtful, concerning whefe indul-
: gence
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gence we ought fo carefully to confult our
natural fenfe of propriety, or fo diligently
to confider what will be the fentiments
of the cool, and impartial fpectator. Mag-
nanimity, or a regard to maintain our
own rank and dignity in fociety, is the
only motive which can ennoble the expref
fions of this difagrecable paffion. This
motive muft charaCterize our whoie {tile
and deportment. Thefe muft be plain,
open, and direét; determined without pofi-
tivenefs, and elevated without infolence ;
not only free from petulance and Tow
{currility, but generous, candid, 4nd
full of all proper regards, even for the
: perfon who has offended s, It muft ap-
pear, in fhort, frogn our whole mannet,
without our labouring affeCtedly to exprefs
it, that paflion has not extinguithed” oug
humanity ; and that. 1{" we yield to the
diétates ‘of revenge, it is with reluGtance,
from neceflity, and in confequence of great
and repeated provocations.  When refent.
ment is guarded and qualified in this
manner, it may be admitted to be even
generous and noblel

-

CHAP,
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CHAP. IV.

Of the focial paffions.

S it is a divided {fympathy which
A renders this whole fet of paffions,
ypon moft occafions, fo ungraceful and
difagreeable s {o there is another fet op-
pofite to thefe, which a redoubled. {ym-
pathy renders almoft always peculiarly
agreeable and becoming;  Generofity, -hu-
manity, kindnefs, compaffion, mutual
friendfhip and efteem, all the focial and
benevolent affections, when exprefled in

, the countenance or behaviour, even to-
" wards thofe who are peculiarly connected
with ourfelves, pleafe the indifferent fpec-
tator upon almoft every occafion. His

fympathy with the perfon who feels thofe
paflions, exactly coincides with his concern
for the pCI:fOH who is the object of
them. 'The intereft, which, as a man, he
is obliged to take in the happinefs of this
laft, enlivens his fellow-feeling with the
Gntiments of the other, whofe emotions
are employed about the fame object. We
have always, therefore, the ftrongeft dif-
pofition

l"y{ ;}



affections. They appear in every refpect
agreeable to us. We enter into 'the fa~ |
tisfaction both™ of ‘the pérfon who feels
them, and of the perfon who is the ob-
je€tiof them. For as to be the object
of "hatréd “and indignation, gives more
pain than’all"the evil which a brave man
~ can fear from' his- enemies ; fo' there is
a fatisfattion in the confeioufnels of be- _
ing ‘beloved, ‘which, to a perfon of deli-
cacy and fenfibility, is of ‘more import- -
ance to happinefs ‘than all ‘the advantage”
which 'he can expect to derive from .
What character 15 o deteftable as that
ofsione who tal:t'es Pleafure ‘to fow dif
fention among friends, and to tury (heip
moft ténder 'love into mortal hatred? Yet
wherein does the atrocity of this 1o much
abhorred 1njury  confift? g it Min ded
priving' them of the frivolous good offj-
» ces, which, had their .friend(hip continued,
;chéy might have expected from one ano-
ther ? 'Itis in depriving them of that fiiend.
fhip itfelf; in robbing'them ‘of each others’
affeGions, from which both derived fo much
fatisfactiony it 18 'in- difturbing the hap-
mony of theirhearts, and ‘putting an end
G tQ
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to that happy commerce which had before
{fubfifted between them. Thefe affections,
that harmony, this commerce, are felt,
not only by the tender .and the delicate,
but by the rudeft vulgar of - mankind,
to be of more importance to happinefs
than all the little {fervices which could be
expefted to flow from them,

The fentiment of love is, in itfelf, agree-
_able to the perfon who, feels it, it fooths
' and compofes the breaft, feems to favour

the vital motions, and to promote the
healthful ftate of the human conftitution ;
and it is rendered ftill more delightful by
the. confcioufnefs of the gratitude and
fatisfaction which it muft excite in him
who is the object of it. Their mutual
regard renders them happy in one ano-
ther, and fympathy, with this mutual re-
gard, makes them agreeable to every
other perfon. With what pleafure do we
look upon a family, through the.whole
of which reign mutual love and efteem,
in which the parents and children are
companions for one another, without any
other difference than what 13 made by re-
fpectful affeCtion on the “one fide, and
kind indulgence on the other; where

freedom

- qt
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~ freedom and fondnefs, mutual raillery,
and mutual kindnefs, thow that no o -
pofition' of interéfts divides the brothers,
nor any rivalfhip of favour fets the fifters
- at variance, and where every thing pre-
fents us with the idea of peace, cheat-
fulnefs, harmony, and contentment, On
the contrary, how uneafy are we made
when we go ifito a houfe'in’ which jar-
ring contentiofi " fets' ore Half of thofe
who' dwell'int it agdinft the other ; where
amidft affeéted fmoothnes and complai-
fance, fufpicious looks and‘fudden ftarts
of paffion betrdy the mutual jealoufies -
which' burn within them, and which are
every mioment ready to burft out through
all the reftraints which the prefence of
the company impofes. §
Thofe amiable paffions, even when they
are acknowledged 'to be exceflive, are ne-
Vel regarded with averfion. ‘'There is
f’ome‘t}ling ‘agreeable even in the weaknefs
of friendthip and humanity. Thé too
tender mother, the too indulgent father,
the too generous and affectionate fiiend,
may fometimes, perhaps, on account of
the foftnefs of their natures, be looked
upon with a fpecies of pity, in which,
G 2 howe
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“fowever, there is a mixture of love, but
can never be regarded with hatred and
averfion, nor even with contempt, unlefs
by the moft brutal and worthiefs of man.-
kind. It is alw.ays with concern, with
fympathy and kindnefs, that we blame
them for the extravagance of their attach-
ment. ‘There is a helpleffhefs in the cha-
racter of extreme humanity which more
- thap any thing interefts oy pity. There
is nothing . itfelf which renders it ei-
ther ungraceful or difagreeable. We only

~ regret that it is upfye for the world, be-
caufe the world is unworthy of jt, ‘and be-
caufe it muft ex

P CXpofe, the perfon who is en-
dowed with itas a Prey to the perfidy andin-
gratitude of infinuating f410100d. and to'a
thoufand pains and Uneafinefles, which, of
all men, he the leafk deferyes to. feel; and
which generally top pe 15, of all men,
the lealt capable of onarting.., Tt is
quite otherWile with haered and refent-
ment. - Too violent 5 Propenfity to thofe
deteftable pallions, enders a perfon the
object of unwverfal dread 5,4 abhorrence,
who, like a wild beaft, ought, we think, -
to be hunted out of all ¢jyj] {ociety.

CHAP,  *
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P TELANIP U
Of the felfith paffions.

BE SIDES thofe two oppofite fets
of paffions, the focial and unfocial,
‘there is another which holds a fort of
niiddle place between them; is never ei~
ther o graceful as is fometimes the  one
fet, nor 1s ever fo odious as is fometimes
the other. ~Grief and joy, when conceiv-
ed dpon account of our own private good
or bad fortune, conftitute this third fet
of paflions. Even when exceflive; they
are never fo difagreeable as exceffive refenta
ment, becaufe’ no oppofite fympathy can
ever “intereft us againft them : ang when
moft fuitable to their objects they are never
fo  agrecable as'impartial humanity apd .
juft benevolence ; becaufe no double fym-
pathy can ever intereft us for them, There
15, however, this difference between grief
‘and joy, that we are generally moft djf-
pofed to fympathife with {ia]] joys and
great fortows. The man, whe by fome
fudden revolution of fortune ig lifted u
all at once into a condition of life, greatly

G3 above
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>, Tabove what he had formerly [ived in,
.may be affured that the congratulations
of his beft friends are not a]] of them '
perfectly fincere.  An upftart, though of
the greateft merit, is generally difagreeable,
and a fentiment of enyy commonly pre-
vents us from heartily fympathifing with
~his joy. If he has any judement he is
fenfible of this, and infeaq” of appear-
ing to be elated with hig good fortune, he
endeavours, as much ag pe can, to fmother
his joy, and ke.ep down that elevation of
mind with which his ney, circumftances
naturally . infpire him, He affe@s the
fame plainnels of dref o4 o fame
modefty of behavioyy, which became him
in his former flation. He redoubles his
atténtion to his olq friends, and endea-
vours more than eye; to be humble, af-
fiduous, and complaifane A 4 ihls 1o
the behaviour which ip K
moft approve of ;

fituation we

Decaufe we expect, it
feems, that he fhoylq have more {fympa-

thy x.;vith OWf eV and  averfion to- his
happinefs, than we haye . ") - hap-

S0 15 feldom thay .. - .
pinefs- It 1s At with all this he
fucceeds. We fufpeét the fincerity of his
humility, and he grows Weary of this

cone
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conftraint. In a little time, thercfore, he
geixerally leaves all his old fiiends behind
him, fome of the meaneft of them ex=
cepted, who may, perhaps, condefcend to
become his dependents: nor does ke al- "
ways acquire any new ones ; the pride of
his new conne€tions is as much affront-
ed at finding him their equal, as that of
bis old ones had been by his becoming
their fuperior: and it requires the moft
obftinate and perfevering madefty to at-
tone for this mortification to either. He
generally grows weary too foon, and is
provoked by the fullen and fufpicious pride
of the one, and by the faucy contempt
of the other, to treat the firtt with

, neglett, and the fecond with petulance,
till at latt he grows habitually infolent, *
and forfeits the efteem of all. If the
chief part of human happine(s arifes from
the confcioufnefs of being beloved, as I
believe it does, thofe fudden ¢l
fortune feldom contribute much o happi-
nefs. He is happiet who advances more
gradually to greatnefs, whom the public
deftines to every. ftep of his preferment
long before he arrives at it, in whom,
ypon- that account, when it comes, i

Ga can
q9
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€af excite no extrayagant joy, and with
regard to. whom it cannot reafonabl
create either any jealoufy in thofe he
overtakes, or any envy in thofe he leaves
behind. ' '

Mankind, however, more
pathife with thofe {mallep joys which
flow from lefs important caufes. It 1is

decent, to be humble amjgp great prof-
perity ;. but we can fearpge e

fatisfaction in all the Jiy
common life, in the ¢om
.we {pent the Evening laft nmight, in the
,entertainment. that ‘wag fe¢ before us, in

what was fa%d' and what was done, in- .
all. the little incidents of 41, prefent con-
verfation, and in all thof, frivolous nothings
which ﬁll. up the woig of human life. \
Nothing 18 MOTe. gracefy] than habitaal
Chearf’u}nefs‘.’ Whufh g always founded up-

on a peculiar relifh fo; 4 ke Hittlespleas
fures which common Qccurrences afford.
We readily {ympathife With jt . it infpires

o~

readily {ym-

i

xprefs too much
¢ occurrences of
pany with which

us with the {ame joys and Ghskis bk 2
trifle turn uP to f.ls i the Bl sgresable

plpeciyin whicll ab Dielense decic "o e . o K
perfon endowed wit! }hls Bagipy. diffc i
“fition. Hence it 1s that Youth, the feas |
1 4 fon :

\GO
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R A eafily engages our affec-.
tions.” That propenfity to joy which feems
even ‘to animate the bloom, and to fparkl_e.
from the eyes of youth and beauty, tho’
in a perfon of the fame fex, exaltg,_ even
- the aged, to a more joyous mood tha.n‘
. ordinary. They forget, for a time, their
nfirmities, and abandon ' themfelves to
thofe agreeable 'ideas and ‘emotions to,
which they have long been ftrangers, but
which, when the prefence of: fo much
happinef§ recalls them to thewr "breaft,
take their place there,
ance, from whom the
ever been parted, an
brace more heartily u
; long feparation.

It is quite otherwife with grief. Small
vexations excite no {ympathy, but
affliction calls forth ‘the greateft.
man who is made uneafy b
difagreeable ncident, who is
the cook or the butler have
leaft article of their ‘duty, w
defet in the higheft ceremonial of polite-
nefs, whether it be thewn to himfelf op
to any other perfon, who takes it amif
that his intimate friend did not bid him

good-

like old acquaint-
y are forry to have
d whom they em-
pon account of this

deep
The
y cvery little
hurt if either
failed in the
ho feels ever

10|
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6d-morrow when they met in the fdre-

. noon, and that his'brother hummed 2
tune 21l the time he himfelf was telling a
ftorys who is put out of humour by
the badnefs of the weather when in the
country, by the badnefs of the roads when
upon  a journey, and by the want of
company, and dullnefs of g4 public
diverfions when in town; fuch 4 perfon,
I fay, though he fhould have fome reafon,
will feldom meet with mych {ympathy.
Joyis a pleafant emotion, and we gladly
abandon ourfelves to jt upon the flighteft
occafion.  We readily, therefore, {ympa-
thife with 1t 1n others, whepever we are
not prejudiced byenvy,  pyg grief is pain-
ful, and the mind, even when it is our
own misfortune, naturally refifts and re-
coils from 1t- We would—zndeavour ei-
ther not to CONCEIVE it at af]. o to fhake it
off as foon as We have conceived it. Our .
averfion to gries will not, indeed, always
hinder us from COLiCelving it in our own
cafe upon very trifling occafions, but it
conitantly prevents us from (ympathifing
with it in others when excige by the like
frivolous caufes: for our fympathetic paf-
fions are always lels irrefiftible than our

original

2
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o inal ok ':;rherelis, befides, a malice
in mankind, which not. only prevents all
fympafhy with little uneaﬁpeﬁ'@, but renders
them in fome meafure dwernqg. Hencc
the delight which we all take in raillery,
and in the finall vexation which we obferve
in our companion, when he is pufhed,
and urged, -and teafed upon all fides.
Men of ‘the moft ordinary good breeding
diffemble the pain which any little in-
cident may give them, and thofe who
are more thoroughly formed to fociety,
turn, of thewr own accord, all fuch inci-
 dents into raillery, as they know their com-
panions will do for them. The habit
which a man, who lives in the world, has
acquired of confidering how every thing
that concerns himfelf will appear to
others, makes thofe frivolous calamities
turn up in the fame ridiculous light to
him, in which he knows they will cer-
tainly be confidered by them. _
Our {ympathy, on the contrary, with
deep diftrefs, is very ftrong and very fin-
cere. - It is unneceflary to give an in-
ftance. We weep even  at the feigned
reprefentation of a tragedy.  If you labour,
therefore, under any fignal calamity, if

by
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Con. By fome extraordinary misfortune you are -

fallen into. poverty, «into difeafes, into
difgrace and-difappointment ; even though
-your own fault may have been, in part,
the occafion, yet you may generally de-
pend upon the fincereft {fympathy of all
your friends, and, as far as intereft and
honour will pel'mlt,. upon their kindeft
affiftance too. But if your misfortune is
not of this dreadful kind, if you have
only been a little ‘baulked in your ‘ar-
bition, if you have only been jilted by your
- miftrefs, or only hen_‘PCCked by your wife,
lay your- account Wwith the railiery of all
your acquaintance,

8E C-
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SECTION IV.

. Of the effetts of profpérity and adver-

fity upon the judgment of ‘mankind
with regard to the propriety of action; '

and why it is more eafy to obtain their

approbation in the one ftate than’ in
the other.

(G RELIAC P, ki

That though our {ympathy with forrow
is generally a more lively fenfation than
our fympathy with joy, it commonly
falls much more fhort of the violence
of what is felt by the perfon prin-
cipally concerned. 4

UR fympathy with forrow, though
pot more real, has been more taken

notice of than our: fympathy with joy.
The word fympathy, in its moft proper
and primitive fignification, denotes our
fellow-feeling with the fufferings, not that
with the enjoyments, of others. 'A late
ingenious and fubtile philofopher thoughe
it neceffary to prove, by arguments, that

we

L,
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“ had a real fympathy with joy, and
that congratulation was a principle of
human nature. No body, I believe, ever
thought it neceffary to prove that com
paffion was fuch, :

Firft of all, our fympathy with: foi
row is, m' fome fenfe, more univerfil than
“that with Joy. ThOUgh forrow is excef-
five, we may {till have fomg féllow-feel- -
ing with it. What we fee] does not, in-
deed, in this cafe, amount ¢, that com-
pleat fympathy, to that perfect harmony and
correfpondence of fentiments which cone
ftitutes approbation. We 4, not weep,
and exclaim, and lament, with the fuf. .
ferer. We are fenfible, on the contrary,
of his weaknefs and of the extravagance
of his pailion, and yetoften, feel o very
fenfible concernt Upon hig gecount.  But
if we do not Intwely enterc into and
go along with, the JOY of anether, we
have no fort of regard. op fellow-feeling
for it. The man who fkips and dances
about witli that intemperate and. fenflefs
joy which we cannot: dccompany him in,
is. the object of our contempg 4pd indig-
nation.

Pain
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Pain befides, whether of mind or bedy,
is a more pungent fenfation than plea~"
fiare, and our fympathy with pain, though
it falls greatly fhort of what is naturally
felt by the fufferer, is generally a more |
lively and diftinét perception than -our
fympathy with pleafure, though this’laft
often approaches more nearly, as I'fhall
fhow immediately, to the natural viva-
city of the original paffion.

Over and above all this; we often ftruggle
to keep down oug fympathy with the for-
row of others. Whenever we are not
under the obfervation of the fufferer,
we endeavour, for our . own fake, to
.fuppfefs- it  as much as we can, and we
are not always fuccefsful. - The oppofition
which we make to it, and the reluctanea
with which we yield to jt, nééeffarily
oblige us. to take more particular notice
of it. Butwenever have occafion to make
this oppofition to- our: fympathy wieh joy.
If there 15 any envy in the cafe, we, neyer
feel the lealt propenfity towards it; and
if there is none, we give way to it without
any reluctancg. On the contrary, as we
are always athamed of our own envy,
we often pretend, and fometimes really

wilh
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%'m{;wim to fympathife with the joy of others,
~when by that difagreeable fentiment we

are difqualified from doing fo. We are

glad, wefay, upon account of our neigh-

bour’s good fortune, when in our hearts,
perhaps, we are really forry. We often

feel 'a fympathy with forrew when we

would ' with to be rid of it ; and we

often mifs that }’Vith Joy when we would

be glad to have-it. ‘The obvious obferva-

tion, therefore, which jt naturally falls

in our way to mszq, #5 that our pro-

penfity to {ympathife ‘with forrow muft

be very ftrong, and our jnclindtion to
{ympathife w1th_ JOy very weak.

" Notwithftanding ‘this prejudice, how-

ever, T will ventuse to affirm, that, when

there is no envy m the cafe op propen-

fity to fympathife with jog ig ey ftronger

than our propenfity to fympathife with'
forrow; and that our fellow-feeling for

the agreeable emotion approaches much

more nearly to the Vivacity of what is
ndturally felt by the’ perfyng principally
concerned, than that w '
for the painful one.

We have fome indulgence for that ex-

ceflive gricf which we canngt entirely go

along

hich ‘we conceive

A
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along with. We know whata prodigious
effort is requifite before the fufferer can
bring down his emotions to compleat har-
mony and concord with thofe of !the
fpectator. = Though he fails, thercfore, we
eafily pardon him: = But we have no fuch

indulgence for the intemperance of joy s be= -

caufe we are not confcious that any fuch
vaft effort is requifite to bring it down to
what we can intirely enter into., The
man who, under the greateft- calamities,
can command his forrow, feems worthy of
the higheft admiration; but he who, in
the fulnefs of profperity, can'in the fame
manner mafter his joy, feems hardly to de.
ferve any praife. .VVe are fenfible that
there is a much wider interva] i, the one
cafe than in the other, between what is
naturally felt by the perfon pr incipally con-
cernied, and what Fhe {petator €an ‘in-
tirely go along with.

What can be added to the
of .the man who is in health,
of debt, and has a clear confcience? 'To
one in this fitnation, ajl acceflions of
fortune may properly be faid to pe fuper-
fluous: and if he is much cleyareq upon
account of them, it l&lu& be the effe@® of

happinefs
who is out

the

1™
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the moft frivolous levity. This fituation,
however, may very well be called the na-
¢iral and ordinary ftate of ‘mankind.
Notwithftanding the prefent mifery and
depravity of the‘WOK'ld, fo juftly lament-
ed, this really. is the ftate of the greater
part:of men. ‘The greater part of men,
therefore, cannot find any great difficulty
in clevating themfelves to all the joy which
any aceeffion to ﬁ11§ fituation can well ex-
cite in their companion. L
But though little can be sdded 5 this
ftate, much may bﬁ taken from it, Tho’
between this COlldlt..lOH and the higheft pitch
of human Pl'OfPe_f iy, the interval is but a
triffe; between 1t and the loweft depth
of miifery the diftance is immeng and pro-
digious. Adverfity, upon this acecount, ne-
ceffarily deprefles ﬂl‘? mind of the fufferer
much more below ‘its natural fate, than
profperity can clevate him above it, The
fpettator, therefore, muft find. j& much
more difficult to. fympathife entirely, and
keep perfC& time, W'lth l}is_fort‘ow, than
thoroughly to enter mto his joy, and mu@t
depart much turther frdm his own na-
tural and ordinarytemper of mind in the
one cafe than iy the athers It is upon
this account, thaty though our fympathy
with

Ty g
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h forrow is often a more pungent- fen- s
fation than our fympathy with joy, it al-

ways falls much more fhort of the violence

of what is naturally felt by the perfon
principally concerned. ‘ '

It s agreeable ‘to fympathife with joy ;
and wherever envy does not oppofe it, our
heart abandons itfelf with fatisfattion to
the higheft tranfports of that delightful
fentiment.  But it is painful to go along
with grief, and we always enter into it
with relutance. When we attend to the
reprefentation of a tragedy, we ftruggle
~againft that {fympathetic forrow which the
entertainment infpires as long as we can,
and we give way to it at laft only when we
can no longeravoid it : we even then endea-
your to cover our concern from the com-
pany. If we fhed any tears, we carefull
conceal them, and are afiaid left the fpecta-
tors, not entering into this exceffive ten-
dernefs, fhould regard it as effeminacy and
weaknefs. The wretch whofe misfortunes
call upon our compaflion feels with what
reluétance ‘we are likely to enter into his .
forrow, and therefore propofes his grief to
‘us with fear and hefitation: he .even
{mothers the half of it, and is athamed,
: ' Ha2 upon

()



mankind, to givewvent to the fulnefs of his
affliction. It is otherwife with the man
who riots in joy and fuccefs. ~Wherever
envy does not intereft us againft him, he
expetts our compleatet fympathy. He
does not fear, therefore, to enounce him-
felf with fhouts of exultation, in full con-
fidence that we are heartily difpofed to go
along with him. -
Why{hOUId we be more athamed to weep
than to laugh before company? We may

often have as real occafion to do the one as

to do the other: - but we always feel that
the {pectators are more likely to go along
with us in the agreeable, than in the pain-
ful emotion. 1f.is always miferable to
complain, €ven When we are opprefied by
the moft dreadful calamities, But the tri-
umph of victory is not always ungraceful.

Prudence, indee(}, would often advife usto .

bear our profperity with more moderation ;
becaufe prudence would teach us to avoid
that envy Wf}lCh this very triumph 1s, more
than any thing, apt to excite,

. How hearty are the acclamations of the
mob, who never bear any envy to their
faperiors, at @ triumph ora public entry ?

~ And

"2
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And how {fedate and moderate is commonly

their grief at an execution? Our forrow at

. a funeral generally amounts to no more

- than an affeéted gravity; but our mirth at
a chriftening, or'a marriage, is alwaysfrom
the heart, and withoutany affectation. Up-
on thefe, and all fuch joyous occafions, our
fatisfaction, though not fo durable, is often
as lively as that of the perfons principally
concerned.  Whenever we cordially con=
gratulate our friends, which, however, to
the difgrace of human nature, we do but
feldom, their joy literally becomes our joy
we are, for the moment, as happy as they
are: our heaxjt fwells'and overflows with
real pleafure: joy and complacency {parkle
from our' eyes, and animate every feature
of our countenance, and every gefture of
our body. ‘

But, on the contrary, when we condole
‘with our friends i.n their afflictions, how
little do we feel, 1n comparifon of what
they feel? We fit down by them, we look
at them, and while they relate to us the
circumftanees of their misfortune, we liften
to them' with gravity and attention:  But
while their narration is every moment in-
ter_rupted by thofe natural burfts of paflion:

H 3 which
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often feem almoft to choak them

emotions of our hearts from keeping time
to the tranfports of theirs? We may be

fenfible, at the fame time, that their paffion

is matural, and no greater than what we
ourfelves might. feel upon the like occafion.
We may even mwardly reproach ourfelyes
with our own want of fenfibility, and per-
haps, upon that account, work ourfelves
~up intoan a.rtl.ﬁcm} {ympathy, which, how-
ever, when it 18 railed, is always the flight-
eft and moft tranfitory imaginable; and

generally, as {foon as we have left the room,

vanifhes, and 1s gone forever. Nature, it
feems, when fhe loaded us with our own
forrows, thougbt that they were enough,
and thesefore didnot command us to take
any further fhare in thofe of others, than
what wasneceflary to prompt us to relieve

them.

It is upon dccount of this dull {enfibility.

to the affliétions of others; that magna-
nimity amidft great diftrefs appears always
fo divinely graceful. His behaviour is
genteel and agreea}bl,e who can maintain
his chearfulnefs amidft a number of frivo-
Jous difafterss - But he appears to he more

than

W

in the midft of it; how far are the languid
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Yon .ali4n mortal who can fupport in the fame
manner the moft dreadful calamities,. We

.. feel what an immenfe effort is requifite to
filence thofe violent emotions which natu-
rally agitate and diftract thofe in his fitua-
tion.. We are amazed to find that he can
command himfelf {o intirely. His firmnefs,
at the fame time, perfectly coincides with
our infenfibility. -He makes no demand
upon us for that more exquifite .degree of
{enfibility which we find, and which we
are mortified to find, that we do not pof-
fefs. There is the moft perfect correfpon-
dence between his fentiments and ours, and
upon that account the moft perfedt pro-
priety in his behaviour. - It -js 5 propriety
too, which, from our experience of the
ufual weaknefs of humannature, we could
not reafonably have expected he fhould be |
able to maintain. We wonder with fur«
prife and aftonithment at that Rrength of
mind which is capable of {o noble and ge=
nerous an effort. - The fentiment of com=
pleat fympathy and approbation, mixed and
animated with wonder and farprife, con=
ftitutes what is propexly called admiration,
as has already been more than once taken
notice of.  Cato, {furrounded on all fides

H 4 by
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daining to fubmit to them, and reduced, by
the proud maxims f’f that age, to the necef-
fity of def’croyi!}g himfelf ; yet never Thrink-
ing from his misfortunes, never fupplicating
with the lamentable voice of wretchednefs,
thofe miferable fympathetic tears which we
are always fo }lnw1!ling togive ; but on the
contrary, arming himfelf with manly forti-
tude, and themoment before he executes his
fatal refolution, gIving, with his ufual tran-
quillity, 21_11 neceflary orders for the fafety
of his friends; appears to- Seneca, that
great ‘preacher of mfenfibility, a fpectacle
which even the gods themfelves might
behold with pleafu;e and admiration. ‘

Whenever W€ meet; in common life,
with any examples of fuch heroic magna-
nimity, We are always extremely affeéted,
We are more apt 0 Weep and "fhed tears
for fuch as, in this manner, fem to feel no-
thing for themfelves; than for thofe who
give ‘way 1o all .the Weaknefs of forrow :
and in this particularcafe, ¢ fympathe-
tie grief of the fpe&ator _@Ppears to go be-
yond the original paffion in the perfonn
principally concerned.  The friends of Sos
crates all wept when he'drank the Jat
‘ R 1 potiony

1A
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pdfipn, while he him{elf éx'prelfed the galeft
and moft chearful tranquillity. Upon all
“fuch occafions the {pectator makes no ef-
fort, and has no occafion to make any, in
order to conquer his {ympathetic {orrow.
He 1s under no fear that it will tranfport
him to any thing that is extravagant and

. improper ; he is rather pleafed with the fen-
- fibility of his own heart, and gives way to
it with complacence and felf-approbation.
He gladly indulges, therefore,: the moft
melancholy views which can naturally oc-
cur to him, concerning the calamity of his
friend, for whom, perhaps, he never felt
fo exquifitely before, the tender and tear-
ful paﬂion of love. B}lt §t 15 quite other-
wife with the perfon principally concerned.
He is obliged, as much as poffible, to turn
away his eyes from.Whﬂtevcr 15 either na-
turally terrible or difagrecable in his'fityq-
tion. Too ferious an attention to thofs
citcumftances, he fears, might make (o vi-
olent an impreffion upon him, that he coyld
no longer keep within the bounds of mode-
ration, or renderthimfelf the obje@t of the
compleat fympathy and approbation of the
fpectators.  He fixes his thoughts, there-
fore, upon thofe only which are agreeable,
the

” gqg
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¢ applaufe and. admiration which he is
about to deferve by the heroic magnani-
mity of his behaviour. To fecl that he is
capable of {o noble and generous an effort,
to feel that in this dreadful fituation he
¢an {till aét as he would defire tp aét, ani-
mates and tranfports him with joy, and -
enables him to fupport that triumphant
gaiety which feems to exult in the vic- -
tory that he thus gains over his misfor-
tunes. : :
On the contrary, he always appears, in
, forae meafure, mean and defpicable, who
is funk in {orrow and dejeétion upon ac-
count of any Calamity of his own. We
cannot bring ourfelves to feel for him
what he feels for himfelf, and what, per-
haps, we fhould feel for ourfelves if in his
fituation: We, therefore, defpife him; un-
juftly, perhap33 I any fentiment could be
regarded as.un]uﬁ, to which we are by na-
ture irrefiftibly determined, The weaknefs
of forrow NEVET APPEArs in any refpect agree-
able, except when it arifes from what we feel
for others more than from what we feel for
ourfelves. A fon, upon the death of an
indulgent and refpectable father, may give
way to it without muck blame, Hjs for-

iow
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row is chiefly founded tipon a fort of fympa-
thy with his departed parent ; and we readily
enter into this humane emotion.” But if he
 thould indulge the fame weaknefs upon ac-
count of any misfortune which affected him-
felf only, he would nolonger meet with any
fuch indulgence. If he {hould be reduced
to beggary and ruin, if he thould be expof~ ”
ed to the moft dreadful dangers, if he fhould :
even be led out to a public execution, and
there fhed one fingle tear upon the fcaffold,
he would difgrace himfelf forever in the opl-
nion of all the gallant ‘and generous part
of mankind. ‘Their compaffion for him,
however, would be very ftrong, and very
fincere ; but as it would fill fajl fhort 'of
this exceffive weaknefs, they would have
no pardon for the man who could thys ex.
pofe himfelf in the-eyes of the world, His
behaviour would affeét them' with {hame
rather than with forrow; and the dithonour
which he had thus brought upon himfelf
would appear tosthem the moft lamentable
circumftance in his misfortune,  How did
it difgrace the memory of the intrepid Duke
- of Byron, who. had fo often brayed death
in the field, thathe wept upon the feaf- .
fold, when he beheld the ftate to which he

was
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was fallen, and ‘rémerélbered-fhe favour
and the glory from which his own rafh-
nefs had {o txnfortunately thrown him.

1

CHAP IL

Of the origin of ambition, and of the
diftinction of ranks,

T is becaufe mankind are difpofed to
fympathife more entirely with our joy
than with our forrow, that we make parade
of our riches, and conceal our poverty.
Nothing is fO_mOYﬁf}'ing as to be obliged
to expofe our diftrefs to the view of the pub-
lic, and to feel, that though our fituation
is open to the €yes of all mankind, no mor-
tal conceives f.0r- us the half of what we
fuffer. Nay, 1t 15 chiefly from this regard
to the fentiments of mankind, that we pur-
{ue riches and avoid Poverty.  For'to what
purpofe 1s all the toil and buftle of this
world? what is the end of avarice and am-
bition, of the purtuit of wealth of power,
and preheminence? Is it to fiipply the ne-
ceffities of mature? The wages of the
meaneft ‘ labourer can fupply them. ' 'We
(ee that they afford him food and cloath-

ing,
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_ing, the comfort of a houfe, and of a fa-

mily. If we examine his ccconomy with

rigor, we fhall find that he fpends a great

part of them wupon conveniencies, which
may be regarded as fuperfluities, and that,
upon extraordinary occafions, he can give
fomething even to vanity. and diftinction.
What then 1s the caufe of our averfion to

‘his fituation, and why fhould thofe who

have been educated in the higheft ranks of
life, regard it as worfe than death, to be
reduced to live, even without labour, upon
the fame fimple fare with him, to dwell
under the fame lowly roof, and to be cloath-
ed in the famehumble attire 2 Do they ima-
gine that thei.r' ftomach is bct:ter, or their
{leep founder in a palace than in a cottage?
The contrary has been fo often obferved,
Sna. indeed, is fo very obvious, though it
Bad nevet beeh obferved, that there is no-

body ignorant of 1t. From whence, then,

arifes that emulation which runs through [

all the different ranks 9f men, and what
are the advantages which we PI‘OPL_)I'e by
that great purpofe of human }lfc which we
call hettering our éondit.lon? T'o be obferv-
ed, to be attended to, 'to be taken notice

“of with fympathy, complacency and ap-

probation
2
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probation, are all the advantages which we,

can propofe to derive from it. - It is the
 vanity, not the eafe, or the pleafure, which
interefts us. But vanity is always founded
upon the belief of our being the object of
attention and approbation, The rich man
glories in his riches, becaufe he feels that
they naturally draw upon him the attention
of the world, and that mankind are dif~
pofed to go along with him in all thofe
agreeable emotions with which the advan-
tages of his fituation {o readily infpire him.
At the thought of this, his heart feems to
fwell and dililtc itfelf within him, and he
is fonder of his wealth, upon this account,

than for all the other advantages it procures

him. The poor man, on the contrary,is
afhamed of his poverty, He feels that it
either places lurp outof the fight of man-
kind, or, that if they take any notice of
him, they have, however; fcarce any fel-
Jow-feeling with the mifery and diftrefs
which he fuffers. He is mortified upon
both accounts ;. for though to be overlook-
ed, and to be difapproved of, are things
entirely different, Yet as obfcurity covers
us from the daylight of honour and ap-
probation,, to feel that we 3re taken no

i notice

|2t

SL.



Sect, 4. Of MutuaL SympaTay. 1171

notice of, neceflarily damps the moft agree-
able hope, and difappoints the moft ardent
..defire, of human nature. The poor man
goes out and comes in urtheeded, and when
the midftof a croud is in the fameobfcuri-
tyasif fhutup in hisown hovel, Thofehum-
ble cares and painful attentions which occii-
y thofe in his fituation, afford no amufe-
ment to the diffipated and the gay. They
turn away their eyes from him, or if the
extremity of his diftrefs forces them to look
at him, it 1s only to fpurn o difagreeable
an object from among them. The fortu-
nate and the proud wonder at the infolence
of human wretchednefs, that it fhould dare
to prefent itfelf before them, and with the

loathfome a'f})ff& of its mifery, prefume to

diftarb the ferenity of their happinefs,

Fhe man of rank and diftinétion, on the
_contrary, 1 obferved by all the world.
Every body is eager to look at him, and to
conceive, at leaft, by fympathy, that joy

and exultation with which his circum-'

ftances naturally infpire hixp. His a&ions
are the obje&'_s of ' the pubhc care. Scarce
a word, fcarce a gefture, can fall from him
that is altogether neglected. In a great
affembly he is the perfon upon whom all

direct
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“dire& their eyes; it isupon him that their
paflions feem all to wait with expectation,
in order to receive that movement and di-
reétion which he fhall imprefs upon them; ~

‘and, if his behaviour is not. altogether
abfurd, he has, every moment, an opportu-
nity of interefting n-xa_nkind, and of render-

. ing himfelf the objet of the obfervation

and fellow-feeling of every body about him.
It is this, which, notwithftanding the re-
frraint it impofes, notwithftanding the lofs
of liberty with V\fhich 1t is attended, renders
greatnefs the object of envy, and compen-
fates, in the opinion of mankind, all that
toil, all that anxiety, a]] thofe mortifica-
tions which muft be undergone in the pur-
fuit of it; and whgt 1s of yet more confe-
© quence, all that leifure, a1l that eafe, all
that carelefs fecurity, which are  forfeited
forever by the acquifition,

When we confider the condition of the
great, in thqfﬁ d.eluflve colours in which
the imagination 18 apt to paint it, it feems
to be almoft the abftract idea of 2 perfect
and happy ftate. It is the very ftate
which, in all our waking dreams and idle
reveries, we had fketched out to ourfelves
as the final objelt of all our defires. We

feel,
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feél, therefore, a peculiar fympathy with
the fatisfadtion of thefe who are in it. We

favour all their inclinations, .and forward

all their withes. = What pity, we think,
that any thing fhould fpoil and corrupt
{o agreeable a fituation! We could even

wifh them immortal ; and it feems hard to

us, that death fhould at laft put an end
to fuch perfect enjoyment. Itis cruel, we
think, in nature, to compel *them from
their exalted ftations, tothat humble, but
hofpitable home, which fhe has provided
for all her children.  Great King, live for
ever! is the compliment, which, after the
manner of eaftern adulation, we fhould
readily make them, i‘f experience did not
teach us its abfurdity.  Every calamity
that befals them, every injury that is done
them, excites in the breaft of the fpectator
ten times more compaflion and refentment
than he would have felt; had the fame
things happened to other men. - It js the
misfortunes of Kings only which afford
the proper {ubjects for tragedy. They re-
femble, in this refpect, the misfortunes of
lovers. Thefe two fituations are the chief
which intereft us upon the theatre; be-
caufe, in fpite of all that reafon and expe-

I rience
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ence can tell us to the contrary, the pre-

judices of the imagination attach to thefe
two ftates a happinefs fuperior to any other.
To difturb, or to put an end to fuch per-
“felt enjoyment, feems to be the moft atro-
cious of all injuries. ' The traitor who
confpires againft the life of his monarch,
is thonght a greater monfter than any other
murderer. Al the innocent blood that
was thed in the civil wars, provoked lefs
indignation than the death of Charles I.
A ftranger to ‘human nature, who faw
the indifferenC.e of men about the mifery
of their inferiors, and the regret and in-
dignation which they feel for the misfor-
tunes and fufferings of thofe above them,
would be apt to imagine, that pain muft
be more agonizing, and the convulfions of
death more terrible to perfons of high rank,
than to tho.fc of meaner fations.

Upon this difpofition of mankind, to go
along with all the paffions of the rich and
the powerful, 18 founded the diftinftion
of ranks, dnd the order of fociety. © Our
obfequioufnefs 1o our fuperiors more fre-
quently arifes from our admiration for the
advantages of their fituation, than from

Y
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any private -expectations of benefits from
their good-will. Their benefits can extend
but to a few ; but their fortunes intereft

almoft every body. We are eager to affift’

them in compleating a {yftem of happinefs
that approaches fo near to perfeftion ; and
we defire to ferve them for their own fake,
without any other recompence but the va-
nity or the honour of obliging them: Nei-
ther 1s our deference to their inclinations
founded chiefly, or altogether, upon a re-
gard to the utility of fuch fubmiffion, and
to the order of fociety, which’ is beft fup-
ported by it. Ever} when the order of
. fociety feems to require that we thould op-
pofe them, we can hardly bring ourfelves
to do'it. 'That kings are the fervants of
the people, to be obeyed, re.ﬁﬁed, depofed,
or punifhed, as the public conveniency

may require, is the do&trine of reafon and °

philofophy ; but it is not the doctrine of
nature. Nature would teach us to fub-
mit to them, for their own fake, to tremble
and bow down before their exalted ftation,
toregard their fimile as a reward fufficient
to compenfate any fervices, and to fircad
their difpleafure, though no other evil was
to follow from it, as the fevereft of all

12 morti=
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mortifications. * To treat them in any re-
fpect as men, to reafon and difpute with
them upon ordinary occafions, requires
fuch refolution, that there are few men
whofe magnanimity can fupport them in
it, unlefs they are likewife affifted by fa-
miliarity and acquaintance. The ftrongeft
motives, the moft furious pé[ﬁons, fear,
hatred and refentment, are frarce fufficient
to balance this natural difpofition to re-
fpect them: and their condut muft, ei-
“ther juftly or unjuftly, have excited the
"higheft degree of all thofe paffions, before
the bulk of the people can be brought to
oppofc thcj.m with violence, or to defire to
fce them either punifhed or depofed. Even
when the. people have ‘been brought 'this
length, they are apt to relent every mo-
ment, and eafily relapfe into their habi-
tual ftate of deference to thofe whom they
have been accuftomed to ook upon as
their natural fuperiors. They cannot ftand
the mortification of their monarch. Com-
paflion foon takes the place of refentment,
they forget all paft provocations, their old
principles of loyalty revive, and they run
to re-eftablifh the ruined authority of their
old mafters, with the fame violence with

which
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which they had oppofed it. The death of
Charles I. brought aboat the Reftoration of

 the royal family. «Compaflion for JamesII,

~ whenhe was feized by the populace in mak-*
ing his efcape on fhip-board, had almoft
prevented the revolution, ‘and made it go
on more heavily than before.

Do the gi€at feem infenfible of the eafy
price at which they may acquire the pub-
lic admiration 5 or do they feem to imagine
that to them, as to other men, it muft be
the purchafe either of fiveat or of blood ?
By what important accomplithments is the
young mobleman inftruéted to fupport the
dignity of his rank, and to render him-
felf worthy of that fuperiority over his fel-
low citizens, to which the virtue of his

' anceftors had raifed them ? _Is'it by know-
ledge, by induftry, by patience; by felf-
denial, or by virtue of any kind 2 As all
his words, as all his motions are attended
to, he learns an habitual Tegard to every
circumftance of otdinary behaviour, and
ftudies to perform all thofe fmall duties
with the moft exa@ propriety. As he is
confcious how much he is obferved, and
how much mankind are difpofed to favour
all his inclinations, he acts, upon the moft

I3 indif-
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indifferent occafions, with that freedom and
elevation which,, the thought of this natu-
rally infpiges.  His air, his manner, his de-
portment, all mark that elegant and grace-
ful fenfe of his own fuperiority, which thofe
who are born'to inferior ftations can hard.
ly” ever arrive at: thefe are the arts by
which he propofes to make mankind more
eafily fubmit to his authority, and to go-
vern their inclinations according to his own
pleafure: and in this he is feldom difap-
pointed. - Thefe Arts, fupported by rank
and prehcmmqnce, are, upon ox"dinary OC~
cafions, fufficient to govern the ' world.
Lewis X1V. during the greater vart of his
reign, was regarded, not only in France,
but ever all Europe a5 the moft perfect
model of a great Prince. ‘But what were
the talents and virtues' by which he ac-
quired this great Ieputation ! Was_it by
the fcrupulo_lls and ipflexible juftice of all
his undertakings, by the immenfe dangers
and difficulties with which they were at-
tended, or by the wnwearied and unre. -
lenting application with which he purfued
them? Was it by his extenfive knowledge,
by his exquifite judgment, ' or by his he-
roic valour ? It was by none of thefe qua~
lities,

\ B0
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{ifies. But he was, firft of all, the moft ™~
powerful prince in Europe, and confequent-
1y held the higheft rank among kings ; and
 then, fays his. hiftorian, < he furpaffed
« ]l his courtiers in the gracefulnefs of
« his fhape, and the majeftic beauty of
« his features, The found of his voice,
« noble and affeCting, gained thofe hearts
<« which his prefence intimidated. Hehad
«a flep and a deportment which could fuit
« only him and his rank, and which would
« have been ridiculous in any other perfor.
¢« 'The embaraffment which he occafioned
« to thofe who fpoke to him, Hattered that
«¢ {ectet fatisfation with which he felt his
«« own fuperiority. Theold officer, who was
« confounded and faultered in afking him
«¢ g fayour, and not being able to conclude
¢« his difcourfe, faid to him 3 Sir, your ma-
¢ jefty, 1 hops will believe that I do not
« tremble thus before your enemies: had
« no difficulty to obtain what he demand- '
« ¢d” Thefe frivolous accomplifhments,
fupported by his rank, and, no doubt too, by -
a degree of other talents and virtues, which
faems, however, not to have been much a-
bove medioerity, eftablifhed this prince in
the cfteem of hisown age, and havedrawn,
' 14 even
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éven from pofterity, a'good deal of se-/
fpeét for his memory. Compared with
thefe, in his own times, and in his own
prefence, no other " virtue, it f{gems, ap- .
peared to have any merit.  Knowledge,
induftry, valour and beneficence, trembled,
were abafhed, and loft all dignity befor
them. ‘ \
But it is not by accomplifhments of. this
kind, that the man of inferior rank muft
hope to diftinguifh himfelf, Politenefs is
fo much the virtue of the great, that it will
do little honour to any body but themfelves.
The coxcomb, who imitates their manner,
and affeCts to be eminent by the fuperior
propriety of his ordinary behaviour, is re-
warded with 2 double fhare of - contempt
for his folly and prefumption. Why fhould
the man, Whom nobody thinks it worth
while to look at, be very anxious about
the manner in wh.ich he holds up his head,
or difpofes of his arms while he walks
through a room? He is occupied furely
with a very i’fJP‘frﬂuous attention,  and
with an arténtion teo that marks a fenfe
- of his own importance, which no other
mortal can go along with. ‘The moft per-
fect modefty and plainnefs, joined to- as
" ' . much

15%



N negligence as is confiftent with the
" refpect due to the company, ought to be
‘the chicf charactenftics of the behaviour

of a privage man. If ever he hopes to dift,

tinguith himfelf, it muft be by more im-~
portant virtues. He muft acquire depen-
dants to balance the dependants of the
great, and he has no other fund to pay
them from, but the labour of his body,
and the activity of his mind; He muft
cultivate thefe therefore: he muft acquire

fuperior knowledge in his profeffion, and .

fuperior induftry in the exercife of it. He
muft be patient- in labour, refolute in dan-
ger, and firm i diftrefs.  Thefe talents
he muft bring into publick view, by the
difficulty, importance, and, at the fame
time, good judgment of his undertakings,
and by the {evere and unrelenting applica-
tion with' which he purfues them, Pro-
bity and prudence, generofity and frank-
nefs, muft chara&erifc_ his behaviour upon
all ordinary occafions; and he muft, at
the fame time, be forward to engage in
all thofe fituations, in' which it requires
the greateft talents anc} virtues to at with
propriety, but in which the greateft ap-
plaufe is.to be acquired by thofe whe can

acquit
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Vo Acquit themfelves with honour. = With
what impatience does the man of {pirit
and ambition, who is deprefled by his fitu-
ation, look round for fome great opportu-
nity. to diftinguifh himfelf? No circum-
ftances, which can afford this, appear to
him undefireable. - He even looks forward
with fatisfation to the profpect of foreign
war, or civil diffenfion; and, with fecret.
tranfport and delight, fees through all the
cor}‘fuﬁon andbloodfhed which attend them,
the probabﬂit)’ of thofe withed for occa-
fions prefenting themfelves, in which he
may draw upon himflf the attention and
admiration of mankind, ‘The man of rank
and diftinction, on the contrary, whofe
whole glory confifts in the propricty of his
ordinary behaviour, who is contented with
the humble renown which this can afford
him, and has no ftalents to acquire any
other, is unwilling to embarafs himfelf
with what can be attended either with dif-
ficulty or diftrefs. - To figure .at a ball is
his great trivmph, and to fucceed in -an
intrigue of gallantry, his higheft exploit.
He has an averfion to all publick confu-
fions, not from the love of mankind, for
the: great never look upon. their inferiors. .

a3
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eir fellow-creatures ; nor yet from L
want of courage, for in that he is {eldom
defective; but from a confcioufnefs that he
poflefies none of the virtues which are rée-
quired in fuch fituations, and that the pub-
lick attention will certainly be drawn away
from him by others. He may be willing,
to expofe himfelf to fome little danger, and
to make a campaign when it happens to
be the fafhion. Buat he fhudders with
horror at the thought of any fituation
which demands the continual and long
exertion  of Paﬁ?nce, induftry, forti-
tude, and application of thought. Thefe
virtues are hardly ever to be met with in -
men who are born to thofe high ftations.
In all government§ accordingly, even in
monarchies, the higheft offices are géne-
rally poffe(ed, apd the whole detail of the
adminiftration conducted by men who were
educated in the middle and inferior ranks
of life, who have beent carried forward
by their own induftry and abilities, tho’. .
loaded with the jealoufy and oppofed by
the refentment of all thofe who were born .
their faperiors, and to whom the great,
after having regg_rded th(‘m ﬁfﬁ: with con-
tempt, and afterwards with envys arcl at
: aft
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9§47t contented to truckle with the fame ab-
je€t meannefs with which they defire that

the reft of mankind fhould behave to

themfelves. ;

It is the lofs of this eafy empire over the
affeGtions of mankind which renders the
fall from greatnefs fo infupportable. When:
the family of the King of Macedon was
fed in triumph by Paulus Amilius, their
misfortunes, it is faid, made them divide
with their conqueror the attention of the
Roman people.  The fight of the royal
children, whofe tender age rendered them
infenfible of their fituation, ftruck the {pec-
tators, amidft the public rejoicings and
profperity, with the tendereft forrow and
compaffion. The King appeared next in
the proceﬁion ; and feemed like one con-
founded and aftonifthed; and bereft of all
fentiment, by the greatnefs of his cala-
inities. His friends and minifters follow-
ed after him. 'As they moved along, they

. often caft their eyes upon their fallen fove-
reign, and always burit into tears at the
fight ; their whole behaviour demonftrat-
ing that they thought not of their own
misfortunes, but were occupied intirely by
« the fuperior greatnefs of his, The gene-
rous

| &Y



“fous Romans, on the contrary, beheld him
with difdain and indignation, and regard-
‘ed as unworthy of all compafiion the man;,
who' could be fo mean-fpirited as to bear
to live under fuch calamities. . Yet what
did thofe calamities amount to? Accord-
ing to the greater part of hiftorians, he
was to fpend the remainder of his days,
under the proteftion of a powerful and
humane people, in a ftate wltich in itfelf
thould feem worthy of envy, a ftate of
plenty, eafe, leifure, and fecurity, from
wl\nich it was 1mpoflible for him even by
his own folly to fall. But he was no
longer to be furrounded by that admiring
mob of fools, flatterers, and dependants,
who hadfox‘merl.y been. accuftomed to gat.
tend upon all his motions, He Was no
Jonger to be gazed upon by multitudes,
nor to have it In hlS.pOWGK' to rend.er him-
felf the object of their refpect,  their gragi.
tude, their. love, their éf.dmlratlon, The
paffions of nations Wer¢ mno lopger to
mould themfelves upon his inclinations,
This ‘was that mnfupportable calamity
which bereaved the King of all ft'nl‘.iment :
which made his  friends forget their own
misfortunes ; and which the Roman g

nanimity

2
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nanimity could fecarce conceive how any :
man could be fo mean-fpirited as to bear

© to'furvive. |

« Love, fays my Lord Rochefaucault, is
« commonly fucceeded by ambition ; but
« ambition is hardly ever fucceeded by
« love.” ‘That paflion, when once it has
got intire poﬁ'eiﬁon of the breaft, will ad-
mit neither a rival nor a fucceffor. To
thofe who have been accuftomed to the
poflefiion, or even, to the ‘hope of public
admiration, all other pleafures ficken and
decay. Of all the difearded ftatefmen
who for their own eafe have ftudied to get
the better of ambition, and to defpife thofe
honours which they could no longer arrive
at, how few have ‘been able to fucceed?
The greater part have fpent their. time in
the mioft liftlefs and infipid indolence, cha-
grined at the thouglits of their own infig-
nificancy, i}lcapable of being interefted in -
the occupations of private life, without en-
joyment except When they talked of their
former greatnefs, and without fatisfaétion
except when they were employed in fome

“wain project tO recover it. Are you in
earneft refolved never to barter your liber=

ty'for the lordly fervitude of a Court, but

to
2
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o live free, fearlefs, and indepex{dant?
There feems to be one way to continue in

that virtuous refolution ; and perhaps but

one. Never enter the place from whence
fo few have been able to return; never
come within the circle of ambition; nor
ever bring yourfelf into comparifon with
thofe mafters of the earth who have alrea-
dy engroffed the attention of half mankind
before you. i _
Of fuch mighty importance does it ap-
ear to be, in the imaginations of men, to
ftand in that fituation which fets them moft
in the view of general fympathy and atten-
tion. And thus, place, that great objeét
which divides the wives of aldermen, is
the end of half the labours of human
life; and is the cajufe of all the tumult and
buftle, all the rapime and injuftice, wlhich
avarice and ambition have introduced into
this world.  People of fenfe, it is.faid, in~
deed defpife places that is, they defpife
fitting at the head of the table, and are in.
different who it is that 1 pointed’ out to
the company- by that frivolous cix:cum-
ftance, which the fmalleft advantage'ls cas
pable of overbalancing: But rank, diftinc-

tion, preeminence, no man dcipifes, unlefs
J he
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¢ is either raifed very much above, or '
funk very much below, the ordinary ftan-
dard of human nature; unlefs he is either
fo confirmed in- wifdom and real philo-
fophy, as to be fatisfied that, while the
propriety of his conduét renders him the
juft objet of approbation, it is of little
confequence tho’ he be neither attended to,
nor approved of ; or fo habituated to the
idea of his own meannefs, {o funk in floth-
ful and fottifh indifference, as intirely to

have forgot the defire, and almoft the very
wifh, for fuperiority.

O . N g A
Of the ftoical philofophy.

HEN we examine in this manner

into the ground of the different

degrees of eftimation which mankind are
apt to beftow upon the different condi-
tions of life, we fhall find, that the excef-
five preference, which they generally give
to fome of them above others, is in a great
meafure without any foundation. If to be
able to aft with propriety, and to render
ourfelves the proper objetts of the appro-
; bation
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ion of mankind, be, as we have been
' endeavouring to fhow, what chie_ﬁy.re-
- commends to us one condition above ano-
ther, this may be equally attained in them
all. = The nobleft propriety of condu&t
may be {upported in adverfity, as well as
in profperity ; and tho’ it is fomewhat
more difficult in the firft, it is upon that
very account more admirable.. Perils and
misfortunes are not only the proper fchool
of heroifm, they are the only proper the-
atre which can exhibit its virtue to advan-
tage, and draw upon it the full applaufe of
the world. The man, whofe whole life
has been one even and uninterrupted courfe
of Profperity, who never braved any dan-
ger, who never encout_ltered any dlfhculty,
who never furmounted any diftrefs, can
excite but an inferior degree of admira-
tion, When poets and romance-writers
endeavour to invent a train of adventures,
which fhall give the greateft luftre to thofe
charaéters for whom they mean to intereft
us, they are all of a different kmg.f TheY
are rapid and fudden changes of fortune,
fituations the moft apt to drive thofe who
are in them to frenzy and diftraction, oc-
to abject defpair ; but in which their he-
K , 10€5
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e oes adt with fo much propriety, or at leafk
with {o much {pirit- and "undaunted refo-
lution, as ftill to command our efteem. Is -
not the unfortunate maghanimity of Cato,
Brutus, and Leonidas, as much the object
of admiration, as that 'of the fuccefsful
Czfar or Alexander? To a generous mind,
therefore, ought it not to'be as much the
object of envy ?  Ifa more dazzling fplen-
dor feems to attend the fortunes of fuc= .
cefsful conquerors, it is becaufe they join
together the advantages of both fituations,
the luftre of profperity to. the high admi-
ration which Is excited by dangers en-
countered, and diffieulties furmounted, with
intrepidity and valour.,

It was upon this account that; accord-
ing to the ftoical philofophy, to a wife
man all the different conditions of life
were equal. Nature, they faid, had re-
commended fome objetts to our choice,
and others to our_difapprobation. Our
primary appetites direCted s to the pur-
fuit of health, ftrength, eafe, and. perfec
tion, in all the qualities of mind and body ;
and of whatever could: promote or fecure
thefe, riches, power, authority : and the
fame original principle taught us to avoid

1 the
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R RO o
Eﬁ&?ﬂntr?{%’" But in chufing or rejecting,
jects of original _appetite and averfiony
* nature had likewife taught us, that there
was a certain order, propriety, and grace,
to be obferved, of ;infinitely greater confe-
quence to . happinefs and perfection, than
the attainment of thofe objeéts themfelves.
The objeéts ‘of our, primary appetites or
\averdlons were to, be purfued’ or avoided,
chiefly becaufe a regard to this grace and
propriety required fuch condu&. In di-
rectingsall our ations according to thefe,
confifted the happine(s and glory of hy-
man nature.  In departing from thofe
rules which they prefcribed to us, its great-
eft wretchednefs and moft compleat de-
pravity. . The outward appearance of this
order and propricty was indeed more. ea-
fily maintained in fome circumftances than
in others, To a fool, however; to one

whofe paflions were fubjected to no proper

controul, to act with real grace and P
sty was ¢ quauy%impomble In every fity-
“ation, Tho the giddy r.nultltflde might
admire him, tho' his vanity might o
times be elated by their ignerant praifes

into fomething that refembled felf-appro-
; K 2 bation,

Ty

i !%1‘ p;;gfé_r?hg' or. poftponing, thofe firft .
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tion, yet ftill when he turned his view to '
what pafled within his own breaft, he was
fecretly conicious to himfelf of the abfurd-
ity and meannefs of all his motives, and
inwardly bluthed and trembled at ‘the
thoughts of the contempt which he knew
‘he deferved, and which mankind would
certainly beftow upon him if they faw his
conduct m the light in which in his own
heart he was obliged to regard it: To a
wife man, on the contrary, to one whofe
paffions: were all brought under perfect
{ubjection to the ruling principles of his
nature, to reafon and the Jove of propri-
ety, to at {0 as to deferve approbation
was equally €aly upon all occafions.  Was
hein profperity, {le feturned thanks to Ju-
piter for having joined him with circum-
frances which were eafily maftered, and in
which there was ligtle temptation to do
wrong. Was hein adverfity, he equally
returned thanks to the direGtor of this
fpectacle of human life, for having oppo-
fed to him 2 Vigorous athlete, over whom,
tho' the conteft' was likely to be more vio-
lent, the vi(?.tol'Y Was more glorious, and
equally certain. (.:an .there be any thame
in that diftrefs Which is brought upon us

without
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which we behave with perfeét propriety ?
There can, therefore, be no evil, but, on )
the contrary, the greateft good and ad-
vantage. A brave man exults in thofe’
dangers, in which, from no rafhnefs of
his own, his fortune has involved him.
They afford an opportunity of exercifing
that heroic intrepidity, whofe exertion
gives the exalted delight which fows from
the ‘confcioufnefs of fuperior propriety and
deferved admiration. One who is mafter
of all his exercifes has no averfion to mea-
fure his ftrength and attivity with the
ftrongeft. And in the fame manner, one
who is mafter of all his paffions, does not
_ dréad any circumﬁance.in which the fu-
perintendent of the univerfe may ¢hink
proper to place him.  The bounty” of that
divine being has provided him with vir-
tues which render him fuperior to every
fituation. = If it is pleafure, he hag temper-
ance to refrain from it ; if it ig pain, he has
conftancy to bear it; if it ig danger or
death, he has magnanimity and fortitude
to defpifeit. He never complains of the
deftiny of providence, nor thinks the uni-
verfe in confufion when he is out of order.

K3 He
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e does not look upoen himflf, according
~ to what felf-love would {uggeft, asa whole,
feparated and detached from every other -
part of mature, to be taken care of by it-
{elf, and for itfelf. He regards himfelf in
the light 1n which he imagines the great
Genius of human nature, and of the
world regards him. He enters, if I may
{ay fo, into the fentiments of that Divine
Being, and confiders himfelf g5 an atom, a
particle, of an immenfe and infinite fyftem,
- which muft,and ought 't pe difpofed of,

according to the conveniency of the whole.,
Affured of the wifdom . which direéts all

the events of human life, whatever lot be-
falls him, he accepts it wig, joy, fatisfied
that, if he had known a]j the connexions
and dependem_?les. of the different parts of
the umiverfe, it is the very lot which he
himfelf would have wifeq for. If itis
 life, he is contented to Jive . ang if it is
death, as nature muft have no further oc.
cafion for his prefence here, he willingly
goes where he 18 appoingeq, * | accept, faid
a ftoical philofopher, with equal joy and
fatisfaction, whatever forsyne can befal
me. Riches or poverty, pleafure or pain, y
health or ficknefs, all is alike : nor would I

“defire
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“defire that the Gods fhould in any refpect
change my-deftination. If I wasto afk of
them any thing, beyond what their bounty!
has already beftowed, it would be that they
would inform me beforehand what it was
their pleafure fhould be done with me, that
I might of my own accord place myfelf in
this fituation, and demonftrate the chear-
fulnefs with which T embraced their allot-
ment. If Iam going to fail, fays Epicte-
tus, Ichufe the beft fhip, and the beft pi-
lot, and I wait for the faireft weather that
my circumftances ‘and duty will allow.
Prudence and propriety, the principles
which the Gods have given me for the di-
retion of my condudt, require this of me;
but they require no more: and if, not.
withftanding, a ftorm arifes, which neither
the ftrength of the veffel, nor the kill of
the pilot are likely to withftand, I give
myfelf no trouble about the confequence. ' '
All that T had tode, is done already, The
dire€tors of my conduét never command
e to be miferable, to be anxious, defpond-
ing, of afraid.  Whether we are to be
drowned, or to come to a harbour, is the
bufinefs of Jupiter, not mine. 1 Jeave it
intirely to his dle{t;;niizlétloxl, nél b:(:[lq
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reak my reft with confidering which way
~ he is likely to decide it, but receive what-
ever comes with equal indifference and fe-
curity. .
Such was the philofophy of the ftoics.
A philofophy which affords the nobleft
leflons of magnanimity, is the beft fchool
of heroes and patriots, and to the greater
part of whofe precepts there can be no
other objettion, except that honourable
one, that they teach us to aim at a per-
“fection altogether beyond the reach of hu-
man nature. I fhall not at prefent ftop to
examine it. I fhall only obferve, in con-
firmation of what has formerly been faid,
that the moft dreadful calamities are not
always thofe which it is moft difficult to
fupport. It 18 often more mortifying to
appear in-publick; under fmall difafters,
than.under great misfortunes. ' The firfk
excite no fympathy ; but the fecond, tho’
they may excite none that approaches to
the anguith of the fufferer, call forth,
however, a very lively compaflion. The
fentiments of the {petators are, in this
laft cafe, therefore, lefs wide of thofe
of the fufferer, and their imperfect fel-

low-
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i-feeling lends him fome affiftance in
fupporting his miferyl Before' a gay
affembly, a gentleman wouid be more
mortified to appear covered with filth
and rags than with blood and wounds.
This laft fituation would intereft their pity;
the other would provoke their laughter.
The judge who ordersa criminal to be fet
in the pillory, difhonours him more than'' '
if he had condemned him to the fcaffold:
The great prince, who, fome years ago,
caned a general officer at the head of his
army, difgraced him irrecoverably. - The
punifhment would ~have been much lefs
had he fhot him through the body. . By
the laws of honour, to ftrike with a cane
difhonours, to firike with a fword does
not, for an obvious reafon.  Thofe flighter
punifhments, when infliCted on a gentle-
man, to whom difhonour is the greateft of
all evils, come to be regarded among a hu-
mane and generous people, as the moft
dreadful of any. With regard to perfons
of that rank, thevefore, they are univer
fally laid afide, and the law, while it takes
their life upon many ocgafions, refpects
their honour upen'almoft all, - To feourge

a per-
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a perfon of quality, or to fet him 'in the
pillory, upon account of any crime what-
ever, is a brutality of which no European
government, except that of Ruflia, is ca=
pable. j _
A brayve man 15 not rendered contemp-
tible by being brought to the fcaffold; he
. is, by being fet in the pillory. His beha-
viour in the one fituation may gain him
univerfal efteem and admiration, No be-
haviour in the other can render him agree-
able.. The fympathy of the fpectators fup-
POl'tS him in the one Cafe, 'and .faves him
from that fhame, that confeioufnefs that
his mifery is felt by himfelf only, which
is of all {fentiments the moft unfupportable.
here is no fympathy in the other; or, if
There 1s any, 118 not with his pain, which
is a trifle, but with his confeioufnefs of the
want of {fympathy with which this pain is
attended. It 15 with his thame, not with
his forrow. Thofe who pity him, bluth
and hang down their heads for him. He
droops in the fame manner, and feels |
bimfelf irrecoverably degraded by the pu-
nithment, though not by the crime. The
man, on the contrary, who dies with re-

fOlu:
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fation, as he is naturally regarded with"
ereét afpect of efteem. and approbation,
{o he wears himfelf the fame undaunted:
countenance 3 and; if the ecrime does not
deprive him of the refpect of others, the
punifhment never will. He has no fufpi-
cion that his fituation is the objett of con-
tempt or derifion to any body, and he
can, with propriety, afflume the air, not
only of perfet ferenity, but of triumph -
and exultation. ’
« Great dangers, fays the cardinal de
¢« Retz, have their charms, becaufe there
« js fome glory to be got, even when we
« mifcarry. But moderate dangers have
« nothing but what i horrible, - becaufe
« the lofs of reputation always attends the
« want of fuccefs.” His maxim has the
fame foundation with what we have been
obferving juft now, with regard to punifh-
ments. A
- Human virtue is fuperior to pain; to
poverty, to danger,.and to death; nop
does it even require 1its remoteft efforts to
defpife them. ~ But to have its mifery ex-
pofed to infult and derifion, to be led in
triumph, to be fet up for the hand of fcorn

to
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fo point at, is a fituation in which its con-
ftancy is much more apt to fail. Com-
pared with the contempt of mankind, all -
other evils are eafily fupported.

PART
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PART IL

Of MeriT and DemeRrIT; o, of
- theObje&s of REWARD and Pu-
NISHMENT,.

SECTION I,

Of the fenfe of merit and demerit.

INTRODUCTION.

r l 4 HERE is another fet of qualities
afcribed to the actions and con-
duct of mankind, diftinct from

their propriety or impropriety, their de-
cency. or ungracefulnef, and which are
the objects of a diftinct fpecies of approba-
tion and difapprobation. T hefe are me-
rit and demerit, the qualities of deferving
reward, and of deferving punifhment,

It has already been obferved, that the
fentiment or affeétion of the heart, from
which any aétion proceeds, and upon which
its whole virtue or vice depends, may be

‘con-
o
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confidered under two different. afpets, or
in two different relations: Fuft, in re-

Of MeRIT and DEMERIT. Part II.

lation to the caufe or object which ex-

- cites’it ; ‘and, fecondly, ‘in relatién to the
end which it ‘propofes, ‘or 'to the effelt
which it tends to produge:: that; upon
the fuitablenefs or unfuitablenefs, upon

the proportion or difproportion, which the .

afection feemstorbearito the caufe or ob-
ject which excites 1t, depends the proprie-
ty or impropriety, the deceiicy of ungrace-

~ fulnefs of the confequent action ; and that -

upon the beneficial or hurtful effects which
the affection propofés or’tends to produce,

depends the merit or demerit, the good
or ill defert of the action to which it gives

‘occafion. Whe.rein confifts our fenfe of
the propricty or Impropriety of actions, has
been explained 1n the former part of this

difcourfe. We come now to confider, where- -

in confifts that of their good or ill de-
fert. :

CIH AP
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CHAP L

That whatever appears to be the propér

object of gratitude, appears to deferve 1/
reward ; and that, in the fame manner,

whatever appears to be the proper ob-
ject of refentment, appears to deferve
punifhment, A

O wus, therefore, that action muft
appear to deferve reward) which ap-
pears to be the proper and approved ob«
ject of that fentiment, which moft imme.
diately and directly prompts us ¢ reward,
or to do good to another.  And in the
fame wmanner, that action muft appear to
~ deferve punifhmeént, which appears to be
the proper and approved ObJC_& of that
fentiment which moft immediately apg
directly prompts us to punifh, or to inflig
evil upon another. . :
The fentiment Which moft immedjate.
ly and diretly prompts Us to reward, js
gratitude ; that which moft immediately
and directly prompts Us t0 punifh, js re.
fentment, “
- To .
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To us, therefore, that action muft ap-
pear to deferve reward, which appears to
be the proper and approved object of gra-
titude ; as, on the other hand, that action

' muft appear to deferve punithment, which
appears to be the proper and approved ob-
ject of refentment. :

To reward, is to recompenfe, to remu-
nerate, to return good for good received.
To punifh, too, is to recompenfe, to re-
muncrate, though in a different manner;
it is to return evil for evil that has been
done.

_ There are fome other paffions, befides
gratitude and refentment, which intereft
us in the happine(s or mifery of others ;
but there are none which {J directly ex-
cite us to be the infiruments of either.
The love and effeem which grow upon
acquaintance and ‘habitual approbation,
neceffarily lead s to be pleafed with the
good fortune of ‘the man who is the ob-
ject of fuch agreeable emotions, and con-
fequently, to be willing to lend a hand to
promote it. Our .10V€, however, is fully
fatisfied, though h!S_good fortune fhould
be brought about without our affiftance.
All that this paflion defires is to fee him

happy,
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'py, without regarding who was the
author of his profperity. Butgratitude is
not to be fatisfied in this manner. If the
perfon to whom we owe many obliga-
tions, is made happy without our affift-
ance, though it pleafes our love, it does
not content our gratitude. Till we have

- recompenfed him, till we ourfelves have
been inftrumental in promoting his hap-
pinefs, we feel ourfelves ftill loaded with
that debt which his paft fervices have laid
upon us.

The batred and diflike, in the fame
manner, which grow upon habitual difs
approbation, would often lead us to take
a malicious pleafure in the misfortune.
of the man whofe conduct and character -
excite fo painful a paffion. But though
diflike and hatred harden us againft all
{ympathy, and fometimes difpofe us even
to rejoice at the diftrefs of another, yets
if there 1s no refentment in the cafe, 1if
neither we nor our friends have received

'any great perfonal ' provocation, thefe
paflions would not naturally lead us to
with to be inftrumental in bringing it
about. Though we could fear no punifh-
ment in confequence of our having had

L fome
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fome hand in it, we would rather that it

" thould happen by other means. To one /
under the dominion of violent hatied it
would be agreeable, perhaps, to hear, that
the perfon whom he abhorred and detefted
was killed by fome accident, But if he had
the leaft fpark of juftice, which, tho this’
aflion is not very favourable to virtue, he
i~ might ftill have, it would hurt him excef~
fively to have been himfelf, even without
defign, the occafion of this misfortune,
Much more would the very thought of vos

luntarily contributing to it thock him be- -
yond all meafure.  He would rejet with
horror even the imagination of fo execra-
ble a defign ; and if he could imagine him-
felf capable of fuch an enormity, he would
begin to regard himfelf in the fame odious
light in which he had confidered the per=

{fon who was the obje&'of his diflike. But 7
it is quite otherwife with refentment: if

the perfon who had done us fome great in=
jury, who had murdered our father or our
brother, for example, thould foon after-
wards die of a fever, or even be brought to.
the fcaffold upon account of fome other
crime, tho' it might footh our hatred, it
would not fully gratify our refentment.

Refent-
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| Féfentment would prompt us to defire, not
only that he fhould be punifhed, but that
he fhould be pusifthed by our means, .and
upon account of that particular injury
which he had done to us. Refentment can-
1ot be fully gratified, unlefs the offender s
not only made to grieve in his turn, but to
grieve for that particular wrong which we

- have {uffered from him. He muft be made -
to repent and be forry for this
that others, thro’ fear of the like punifiis
ment, may be terrified from being guilty
of the like offence, The natural gratifi-
cation of this paflion tends, of its Own ac~
cord, to produce al] the. Political ends ,of
punifhment;  the corre@tion of the crimi-
nal, and the example to the public.

Gratitude and refentmens

the fentiments which mo

very action,

» therefore, are
ft Immediately

ward and to pu-
nifh. To us, therefore, he maft appear to

deferve reward, who appears to be the pro-
» per and approved object of gratitude; and
he to deferve punithmen

t, who appears to
be that of refentment.

L2 CHAP,
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PG A P

~ Of the proper objets of gratitude and
refentment.

TO be the proper and approved object
y either of gratitude or refentment,
can mean nothing but to be the obje&t of
that grattude, and of that refentment,
which naturally feems‘ProPer, and. is ap-
proved of. »

But thefe, as well as all the other paf-
fions of human natuyre, feem proper and_
are approved of, when the heart of every\"‘ '
impartial fpe€tator intirely fympathifes with
them, when every indifferent by-ftander in-
tirely enters into, and goes along with
them.

He, therefore, appears to deferve reward,
who, to fome perfon or perfons, is the na-
tural object of a gratitude which every hu-
man heart is difpofed to' beat time to, and
thereby applaud: and he, ‘on the other
hand, appears to deferve punifthment, who
in the fame manner is tg fome perfon or
perfons the natural objeét of a refentment
which the breaft of every reafonable man

13
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feady to adopt and {ympathife with.

To us, furely, that ation muft appear to
deferve reward, which every body who
knows of it would wifh to reward, and
therefore delights to fee rewarded : and that
aftion muft as furely appear to deferve pu-
nifhment, which every body who hears.of

it 1s angry with, and upon that account re-" *
joices to fee punifhed.

1. As we {ympathize with the joy of
our companions when in profperity, fo we
join with th.em in the complacency and fa-
tisfaction with which they naturally regard’
whatever is the caufe of their good for-
tune. We enter into the love and affec~
tion which they conceive for it, and begin
to love it 100. We fhould be forry for
their fakes if it was deftroyed, or even i
it was placed at too great a diftance from
them, and out of the reach of their care
and prote&ion,_ tho’ they fhould lofe no-
thing by its ablence except the pleafure of

~ feeing it. £ it is man who has thus been
the fortunate inftrument of the happinefs of
his brethren, this is ftill more peculiarly the,
cafe. When we fec?’onc man affifted, pro-
tected, relieved by another, our fympathy
with the joy of the perfon who receives the ’

L3 benefit
16)
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® Benefit ferves only to animate our fellow-
feeling with his gratitude towards him who
beftows it. . When we look upon the per-
fon who is the caufe of his pleafure with
the, eyes with which we imagine he muft
look upon him, his benefactor feems to
ftand before us in the moft engaging and
amiable light. 'We readily therefore {fym-~
pathize with the grateful affection which
he conceives for a perfon to whom he has
been fo much obliged ; and confequcnily
applaud the returns which he is difpofed
to make for the good offices conferred up-’
on him,  As we intirely enter into the afe
fection from which thefe returns proceed,
they neceffarily feem every way proper and
fuitable to their object, ~ "

‘2. In the fame manner, as we {ympa--
thize with the forrow of our fellow-creature
whenever we fee ‘his diftrefs, fo we like-
wife enter ‘into his abhorrence and aver-
fion for whatever has givety occafion to it.
Our heart, as it adopts and beats time ta
his grief, fois 1t lékewife animated with
‘that fpirit by which he endeavours to
drive away or deftroy the caufe of it. The
indolent and paffive fellow-fec!ing, by
which we accompany him in his fufferings,

;'eadi_]g
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and attive fentiment by which we go along
with him in the effort he makes, either to

repel them, or to gratify his averfion tor
what has given occafion to them. " ‘This is |

fhill more peculiarly the cafe; when it is
man who has caufed them: When we {ce
one man opprefied or injured by another,
the fympathy which we feel with the dif-
trefs of the fufferér {feems to ferve only to
animate our fellow-feeling witly his refent-
ment againft the offender.  We are rejoic-

ed to fee him attack his adverfary in his

turn, and are eager and ready to afift him
whenever he exerts himfelf for defence;, or
even for vengeance within a certain degree.
If the injured fhould perifh in the qur:rre'!,
we not only fympathize with the real re-

fentment of his friends, and relations, but:

with the imaginary refentment which in
fancy we lend to the dead, who is no long-
er capable of fecling that or any other hu-
man fentiment. = But a3 we put ourfelves
in his fituation, a5 we enter, as it were,
into his body, and in our imaginations,
in fome meafure, animate anew the de-
formed and mangled carcafe of the {lain,
when we bring home in this manner his

L 4 cafe
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““gafe to our own bofoms, we feel upon thiss
as upon many other occafions, an emotion
which the perfon principally concerned is
ineapable of feeling, and which yet we feel
] by an illufive fympathy with him. The
fympathetic tears which we fhed for that
immenfe and irretrievable lofs, which in
our faney he appears to have fuftained,
feem to be but a fmall part of the duty
which we owe him. The injury which
he has fuffered demands, we think, a prin-
cipal part of our attention, We feel that
referitment which we imagine he ought to
feel, and which he would feel, if in his cold
and lifelels body there remained any confci-
oufnefs of what pafles upon earth, His blood,
we think, calls aloud for vengeance. The ve-
ry athes of the dead feem to be difturbed at
the thought that his injuries are to pafs unre-
venged. - The horrors which are fuppofed
. to haunt the bed of the murderer, the
ghofts which, fuperftition imagines, rife
from their graves to demand vengeance up-
on thofe who brought them to an untimely
end, all take their origin from this natu-
ral {ympathy with ‘the imaginary refent-
ment of the flain.  And with: regard, at
. leaft, to this moft dreadful of all crimes,

nature,

i\:»,!
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naturé, antecedent to all reflexions upon

the utility of punifhment; has in this man-

ner {tamped upon the human heart, in the |
ftrongeft and moft indelible charaéters,an |
immediate and inftinétive approbation of ‘
the facred and neceflary law of retaliation. =

CHAP. 1I

That where there is no approbation of the
conduct of the perfon who confers the
benefit, there i:s little fympathy with the
gyatitude of him who receives it: and
that, on the contrary, “where there i no

. difapprobation of the motives of the per-
fon who does the mifchief, there is no

fort of fympathy with the refentment of
. him who fuffers it. %

T is to be obferved, however, that, how
I benefietal foever on the one hand, op
how hurtful foever on the other, the a&tiong

1 of intentions of the. perfon who acts may .
have been to the perfon who is, if I may

fay fo, atted upon, yet if in the one cafe

there appears to have been no ropriety in
the motives of the agent, if we cannot en-

ter into the affeCtions which influenced
his

16<
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s conduct, we have little fympathy with
the gratitude of the perfon who receives
the benefit: or if; in the other cafe, there
appears to have been no impropriety in the
motives of the agent, if, on the contrary,
the affe@ions which influenced his con-
duct'are fuch as we muft neceffarily enter
into, we can have no {ort of {ympathy with
the refentment of the perfon who fuffers.
Little gratitude feems due in the one cafey
and all fort of refentment feems unjuft in
the other. The one action feems to merit
little reward, the other to deferve no pu-
nifhment.

1. Firft, T fay, That wherever we cannot
fympathize with the affetions of the agent,
wherever there {eems to be no propriety in
the motives which influeniced his conduct,

we are lefs difpofed to enter into the gra-

titude of the perfon who received the benes
fit of his actions. = A very fmall return
feems due to that foolifly and profufe ge-
nerofity which confers the greateft benefits
from the moft trivial motives, and gives an
eftate to a man merely becaufe his name
and firname happen to be the fame with
thofe of the giver. Sueh fervices do not
feem to demand any proportionable recom-

penie,

|k
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o g confempt for the folly of the

ggéht hinders us from thoroughly entering

i on to whom
into the gratitude of the perf

the good office has been done. His bene-

factor feems unworthy of it, As whemn we

lace ourfelves.in the fituation of the I}erfon.
lobliged, we feel that we could conceive no

great reverence for fuch a benefactor, we ea~'

fily abfolve him from a great deal of that
{fubmiflive veneration and eﬁeem which, we
fhould think due to a more refpéctable cha:-
acter ;- and provided he always treats his
1actl‘ }"ﬁend with kindnefs apd humanity,
.weﬂ;re Willing to- excufe him from m
Vi:entions and regards which we Thould de-.
a:11:11:(1 to a worthier patron. Thofe Princes,
who have heaped, with the greateft profy.
fion, wealth,. power, and honour_s, upon
their favourites, haye feldom ¢xcited that

t to their perfons which

Perienced by thofe who
were more frugal of thejy favours, The
Wéu_natured, but injudicious prodigality,
of James the Firft of Great .Britain feems
to have attached no body to his perfon ; and
that Prince, notwith(tanding his focial and
harmlefs difpofition, appears to haye lived

and died without a friend, The whole gcr:gi

167

any




L s -l

and nobility of England expofed their lives
and fortunes in the caufe of his more fru-
gal and diftinguithing fon, notwithftand-
ing the coldnefs and diftant feverity of his
ordinary deportment. '

2. Secondly, I fay, That wherever the
conduct of the agent appears to have been
intirely directed by motives and affections
which we thoroughly enter into and ap-
prove of, we can have no fort of {ympathy

“with the refentment of the fufferer, how

great foevet the mifchief which may have
been done to him. When two people
quarreli if we take part with, and intirely
adopt the refentment of one of them, it is
impoflible that we fhould enter into that of
the other. Ourdympathy with the perfon
whofe motives we go along with, and whom
therefore we look upon as in the right, can-
not but harden us againtt all fellow-feeling
with the other, whom we. neceffarily re-
gard as in the wrong. = Whatever this lait,
therefore, may have fuffered, while it is no
more than what we ourfelves fhould have
withed him to fuffer, while it is no more
than what our own {ympathetic indigna-
tion would have prompted us to inflict
wpon him, it cannot either difpleafe or pro-

voke

{ f" ¥
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170} - us. When an inhtiman murderer is

_* brought to the feaffold, tho” we have fome

I 34
compalflion for his mifery, we can have no

fort of fellow-feeling with his refentment, |

if he fhould be fo abfurd as to exprefs any
againft cither his profecator or his judge.
The natural tendency of their juft indig-
nation againft fo vile a criminal is indeed
the moft fatal and ruinous to him. ‘But it
is impoflible that w2 Ihould. be difpleafed
with the tendency of a fentimeéht, which,
when we bring the cafe home to ourfelves,
we feel that we cannot avoid adopting.

CHAP. 1V
Recapitulation of the foregoing chapters.

I TE do not, therefore, thoroughly

and heartily fympathize witly the
gratitude of one man towards another,

merely becaufe this other has been the

caufe of his good fortune, unlefs he' has
been the caufe of it from motives which we
intirely go along with.. Our heart muft
adopt the principlesiof the agent, and go
along with all the affections which influ-
enced his conduct, before it can intirely

{ympathize
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Sympathize with, and beat time to, the gras
titude of the perfon who has been benefited -
by his actions. If in the conduét of the-
v benefaétor there appears to have been no

propriety, how beneficial foever its effects,
% it does not feem to demand, or neceffarily
to require, amy proportiondble recom-
pence. -

But when to the beneficent tendency of
the action is joined the propriety of the
affection from which it procceds, when we
intirely fympathize and go along with the
motives of the agent, the love which we
conceive for him upon his own' account
enhances and enlivens our fellow-feeling
with the gratitude of thofe who owe their
profperity to his good conduct. His de-
tions feem then ¢o demand, and, if I may
fay fo, to call aloud for a proportionable
recompenfe.  'We then intirely enter into
that gratitude which prompts to beftowit.
The benefactor feems then ¢o be the proper .
objeét of reward, when we thus intirely’
fympathize with, and approve of, that fen-
timent which prompts to reward him.
When we approve of, and go along with,
the affection from which the attion pro-
ceeds, we muit neceflarily approve of the

action,

i)
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lion, and regard the perfon towards M-
“swhom it is directed as its proper and fuits 9
* able object. & , R
* 2. Inthe fame manner, we cannot at ali IR
{ympathize with the refentment of one man !
agamft another, merely becaufe this other : |
has been the caufe of his misfortune, un«
lefs he has been the caufe of it from mow
tives which we cannot enter into.  Before
we can adopt the refentment of the fufferer,
we muft difapprove of the motives of the
agent, and feel that our heart renounces all
fympathy with the affections which inflg.
enced ' his conduct. If there appears to
have been no impropriety.in thefe, how fa.
tal foever th? tendency of the action which
proceeds from t.hem to thofe againft whom
it is directed, it does not feem to deferve
any punifhment, or to be the proper object "
of any refentment, . .
But when to the hurtfulnefs of the action
isjoined the 1mpropriety of the affetion 4 !
e firom whence it progeeds, when our hears
rejetts with abhorrence o)) £

j : cllow-feeling =
with the motives of the agent, we then

heartily and intirely fympathize with the o
refentment of the fufferer, Such actions
feem then to deferve, and, if I may fay fo,

7 fQ
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to call aloud for, a proportionable purﬁﬂl-‘

. mient ; and we intirely enter into, and there-

by approve of, that refentment which
prompts to inflict it.  The offender necel-
farily feems then to be the proper object of
punifhment, when we thus intirely fympa~
thize with, and thereby approve of, that
fentiment which prompts to punith. In
this cafe too, when we approve, and go
along with, the affection from which the
action proceeds, we muft ncceffarily ap-
prove of the acztic?n, ‘and regard the perfon
againft whom it is directed, as its proper
and f{uitable object.

CEAP. Y,
The analyfis of the fenfe of merit and de-
merit.,
% S our fenfe, therefore, of the pro-

priety of conduct arifes from what
1 thall call a divect fympathy with the affecs
tions and motives of the perfon who acts, {o
our fenfe of its merit arifes from what I {hall
call an indirect fympathy with the grati
tude of the perfon who 15, if I may fay fo,
acted upon,
| As
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“‘As we cannot indeed enter thoroughly

into the gratitude of the perfon who re- »
ceives the benefit, unlels we beforehand L
approve of the motives of the benefaltof;
fo, upon this account, -the fenfe of merit
{fcems to be a compounded fentiment, and %
to be made up of two diftinét emotions; a
dire® fympathy with the fentiments of"
the agent, and an indiret {ympathy with
the gratitude of thofe who receive the benes
fit of his actions. : .

We may, upon many different occa-.

fions, plainly diftinguifh thofe two, differ=
ent emotions combining and uniting toge-
ther in our fenfe of the good defert of a
particular character or action. When we .
read in hiftory concerning actions of pro-
per and beneficent greatnefs of mind, how
eagerly do we enter info fuch defigns? How
much are we .animated by that high-fpi=
rited generofity which directs then ? ‘How
keen are we for their fucce(s? How grieved at
their difappointment ? In imagination we
becoine the very perfon whofc actions are

~ reprefented to us : we tranfport ourfelves
in fancy to the feenes of thofe diftant and
forgotten adventures, and imagine our-
felves adting the part of a Scipio or a Ca- |

' millus,
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“millus, a Timeleon or an Ariftides. So
far our fentiments are founded upon the
direct fympathy with the perfon who acts.
Nor is the indirect {fympathy with thofe
who receive the benefit of fuch actions lefs
" fenfibly felt. Whenever we place ourfelves
in ‘the fituation of thefe laft, with what
warm and affectionate fellow-feeling do we
enter into their gratitude towards thofe
who ferved them fo effentially ?  'We em-
brace, as it were, their benefaltor along
with them. Our heart readily fympathi-
zes with the higheflt tranfports of their

© grateful affection.  No honours, no re-.
wards, we think, can’ be too great for them
to beftow upon bim. When they make
 this proper return for his fervices, “we
heartily applaud and go along with them ;
but are fhocked beyond all meafure, if by
their conduct they appear to have little
fenfe of the obligations conferred upon
them. Our whole fenfe; in fhort, ‘of the
merit and good defert of fuch actions, of
the propriety and fitnels of recompenfirig
them, and making the perfon who per-
formed them rejoice in his turn, arifes
from the fympathetic emotions of grati-
tude and love, with which, when we bring
home

|74
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‘5me to our own breafts the fituation of
thofe principally concerned, we feel our-
felves naturally tranfported towaris the
man who could aét with fuch proper and
noble beneficence,

2. In the fame manner as our fenfe of
the impropriety of conduct arifes from a
‘want of fympathy, or from a diret anti-
pathy to the affections and miotives of the

_‘agent, fo our fenfe of its demerit arifes from
what T'fhall here too call an indirect {ym=
pathy with the refentment of the fufferer.

As we cannot indeed enter into the
refentment of the  fufferer, unlefs our
‘heart before-hand difapproves the motives
of the agent, and renounces all fellow- "
feeling with them; foupon this account the
fenfe of demerit, as well as that of merit,
feems to'be a compounded fentiment, and
to be made up of two diftinet emotions ;
a direct antipathy to the fentiments of the
agent, and an indirect fympathy with the
yefentment of the fufferer. i

 We may here too, upon many different
‘occafions, plainly diftinguith thofe two
different emiotions combining and uniting
‘together in our fenfe of the ill defert of \a

: Particular character or action. ‘When we

M2 read
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““tead in hiftory concerning the perfidy and
cruelty of a Borgia or a Nero, our heart
rifes up againft the deteftable fentiments
~ which influenced their conduct, and re-
neunces with horror and abomination all
fellow-feeling with fuch execrable motives.
So far our fentiments are founded upon
the direct antipathy to the affections of
the agent: and the indirect fympathy with
the refentment of the fufferers is ftill more
fenfibly felt. When we bring home to
ourfelves the fituation of the perfons whom -
thofe feourges of mankind infulted, mur-
dered, or betrayed, what indignation do
we not feel againt fuch infolent and inhu-
man oppreflors of the earth? Our {ym-
pathy with the unaveidable diftre(s of the
innocent fufferers is not more real mor
more lively, than our fellow-feeling with
their juft and natural refentment. The -
former fentiment only heightens the latter,
and the idea of their diftre(s ferves only to
inflame and blow up our animofity againt
thofe who occafioned it, When we think
of the anguith of the fufferers, we take
part with them more earneftly againgt their
oppreffors ; we enter with more eagernefs
into all their fchemes of vengeance, and
| feel

\:' .,
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“ourfelves every moment wreaking, in
imagination,, upon fuch violators of the

laws of fociety, that punifhment which
our fympathetic indignation tells us 1s due’

to their crimes. Our fenfe of the horror
and dreadful atrocity of fuch conduct, the
delight which we take in hearing that it
was properly punifhed; the indignation
which we feel when it efcapes this due re-
taliation, our whole {enfe and feeling, in
thort, of its ill defert, of the propriety and
fitnefs of inflicting evil upon the perfon
who is guilty of it, and of making him

~ grieve in his turn, arifes from the fympa-
thetic indignation which naturally boils up-
in the breaft of the fpetator, whenever he
thoroughly brings home to himfelf the cafe
of the fufferer *.

# T'o aferibe in this manner our natural fenfe of the:
11l defert of human aions to a fympathy with the re-
fentment of the fufferer, may feem, to the greater part
of people, to be a degr.dation of that fentiment. | Ke-
fentment is commenly regarded as fo odious 2 paflion,,
that they will be apt to think it impoflible that fo laudable
“a principle, as the fenfe of the ill defert of vice, thould.
in any refpeét be founded upon it. "They will be
more willing, perhaps, te admit that our fenfe of the,
merit of good actions is founded upon a {ympathy with

i
the grasitude of the perfons who reccive the benefit of

them ; becaufe gratitude, as wellas all the other benc-
volent paflions, is regarded as an amiable principle,

M3 .
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founded upon it. Gratitude and refentment, however,
are in every refpeét, it is evident, counterparts of one

“anothers and if our fenfe of merit arifes from a {ympa-

thy with the one, our fenfe of demerit can fearce mils
to proceed from a fellow-feeling with the other.

Let it be confidered too that refentment, tho’, in the
degrees in which we t00 often fee it, the moft odious,
perhaps, of all the paflions; is not difapproved of when
properly humbled and intirely brought down to the le-

vel of the fympath‘etic indignation of the fpeftator. -
. YWhen we, who are the byftanders, feel that our own

animofity intirely correfponds with that of the fufferer,

when the refentment of this laft does not in any refpeét -

go beyond our own, when no word, no'gefture, efcapes
him that denotes an emotion more violent than what
we can keep time to, and when he neveraims at infliét-
irig any punifhment beyond what we fhould rejoice to
{ee inflited, or what we otrfelves would upon his ac-
count even defire to be the inftraments of inflicting, it
is impoffible, that we ihOUld.not intirely approve of his
fentiments, Our own emotion in this cafe muft, in our
eyes, undoubtedly juftify his. * And as experience teach-
cs us how much the greater part of mankind are inca-
pabla of his moderation, and how great an effort muft
be made in order to bring down the rude and undifei-
plined impulfe of refentment to (his fuitable temper, we
cannot avoid conceiving a confiderable degree of efteem
and admiration for one who appears capable of exerting
{o rinch felf-command over one of the mofk ungovern-
able paffions of hisnature, | When indeed the animofity
of the fufferer exceeds, as it almofk always does, what
wé eati go along with; as we cannot enter into it; we
neceffarily difapprove of it.  We even difapprove of it
siore than we fhould of an equal excefs of almoft any:
other'paffion derived from the imagination. And this
(oo violent reentment, inflead of carrying. us along
with it, begomes jtfelf the the& of our refentment
4nd indignatioi. We enter into the oppofite réfent-
ment of the perfon who is the objed of this unjuft emo-

' 8 tl_on’
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tion, and who. is in danger of fuffering from it, Re-
venge, therefore, the excefs of refentment, appears to he
- the moft deteftable of all the paffions, and is the object
of the hdrror and indignation of every body, And as
in the way in which this paffion commonly difcovers it~
felf among mankind, itis exceflive a hundred times for
onee that' it is moderate, we are very apt to confider it
as z%»gether odious and deteftable, becaufe in its moft
ordinary appearances, it is fo. Nature, however, even
in the prefent depraved ftate of mankind, does not feem
to bave dealt fo unkindly with us, as to have endowed
us with any principle which is wholly and in every re-
{pe& evil, or which, in no degree and in no direction,
can be the proper objeét of praife and approbation.
Upon fome occafions we are fenfible that this paffion,
which is generally too ftrong, may likewife be too
weak.  We fometimes complain that a particular perfon
fhows too little fpirit, and has too little fenfe of the in-
Juries that have been done to him ; and we are as ready
to defpife him for the defe@, as to hate him for the ex-
cefls of this pafion. :

"The infpired writers would not furely have talked fo
frequently or fo ftrongly of the wrath and -anger of
God, if they bad regarded every degree of thofe pafsions~
as vicious and evil, even in fo weak and imperfedt a.
creature as man, :

Let it be confidered too, that the prefent inquiry is
not concerning a matter of right, if I may fay fo, but
concerning a matter. of fact, We are not at prefent ex-
amining upon what priniciples a perfec being would ap~
prove of the punilhment of bad allions; but upom !
what principles fo weak and imperfeét a creature as man
aflually and in faét approves of it. The principles
which I have juft now mentioned, it is evident, bave a
uz{y great effect upon his fentiments; and it feems
wifely ordered that it thould be fo. T he very exiftence
of fociety requires that unmerited and unprovoked ma-
lice fhould be reftrained by proper punithments ; and
confequently, that to infli€ thefe punithments thould
be regarded as a proper and laudable ation. Though

M 4 mang
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an, therefore, be naturally endowed with a defire of
the welfare and prefervation of fociety, yet the author
of nature has not intrufted it to his reafon to find out
that a certain application of punilhments is the proper
means of attaining this end 5 but has endowed him
with an immediate and.inﬁin&ive approbation of that
very application which is moft proper to attain it, The
ceconomy of nature is in this refped exatly of a piece
with what it is upon many other occafions. With re-
gard to all thofe ends which, upon account of their pe-
culiar importance, may be regarded, if fuch an expref-
fion is allowable, as the favourite ends of nature, fhe
has conftantly in this manner not only endowed man-
kind with an appetite for the ‘end which fhe propofes,
but likewife with an appetite for the means by which
alone this énd can be brought about, for their own
fakes, and independent of their tendency to produce it,
Thus ﬁ:lf-prefervation, and the propagation of the {pe-
cies, are the great ends which nature feems to have pro-
pofed in the formation of all animals, Mankind are
endowed with a defire of thofe ends, and an-averfion ta
the contrary ; with a love of life, and a dread of diflo-
Tution ; with a deﬁre_of the continuance and perpetuity
of the fpecies, and with an averfion to the thoughts of
its intire extinétion, -But tho’ we are in this manner
endowed with a very ftrong defire of thofe ends, it has
not been intrufted to the flow and uncertain determina-
tions of our reafon, to find out the proper means of
bringing them about. Nature' has directed us to the
greater part of thefe by original and immediate inftinQs.
Hanger, thirft, the paflion which unites the two fexes,
the loye of pleafure, and the dread of pain, prompt us
to apply thofe means for their own fakes, and without
any confideration of their tendency to thofe ‘benefi: ent
ends which the great direCor of nature intended to
produce by them. ] :

Before I conclude this note, 1 muft take notice of a
difference between the approbation of propriety and that
of merit or beneficence, Before 'we approve of the
fpntiments of any perfon as proper and fuitable to. theie
: objectsy
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~ obje@s, we muit not only be affected in the fame man-
ner as he is, but we muft perceive this harmony and
correfpondence of fentiments between him and” our-
felves. Thus, tho’ upon hearing of a misfortune that
had befallert my friend, I fhould conceive precifely that
degree of concern which he gives way to; yettill I am
informed of the manner in which he behaves, till T per-
ceive the harmony between his emotions and mine, I
cannot be faid to approve of the fentiments which in-
fluence his behaviour. The approbation of propriety
therefore requires, not only that we fhould intirely fym-
pathize with the perfon who acts, but that we {hould
perceive this perfect concord between his fentiments and
our own. On the contrary, when I hear of a bengﬁt
that has been beftowed upon another perfon, let him
who has received it be affected in what manner he

pleafes, if, by bringing his cafe home to myfelf, I fgd’

gratitude arife in my own breaft, I neceffarily approve
of the conduct of his benefactor, and regard it as me~
ritorious, and the proper object of reward. Whether
the perfon who has received the benefit conceives gratis
tude or not, cannot, it is evident, in any degree alter
our fentiments with regard to the metit of him who has
beftowed it. No actual correfpondence of fentiments,
therefore, is here required. Itis fufficient that, if he
was grateful, they would correfpond ;  and our fenfe of
merit is often founded upon one of thofe illufive fympa-
thies, by which, when we bring home to ourfelves the
cafe of another, we are ofter affected in a manner in
which the perfon principally concerped is incapable of
being affected. There is a fimilar difference between
our. d fapprobation of demerit, and that of impro=

priety.
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Of juftice and beneficence.

WC HYA P, T,

- Comparifon of thofe two virtues.

CTIONS of a beneficent tendency
l s which proceed from proper motives

feem alone to require reward; becaufe
fuch alone are the approved objeéts of
gratitude, or excite the fympathetic grati-
tude of the fpettator. _
" Aéions of a hurtful tendency, which
‘p'roceed from improper motives, feem
alone to deferve punithment; becaufe
fuch alone are the approved objeéts of re-
fentment, or excite the fympathetic refent-
ment of the fpeétator.

Beneficence is always free, it cannot be
extorted by force, the meer want of it ex-
pofes to no punifhment: becaufe the meer
want of beneficence tends to do no real
pofitive evil. It may difappoint of the
good which might reafonably have been
expeéted, and upon that account it may

juftly

\ \ ‘f};
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Juftly excite diflike and.difapprobation : it
" cannot, however, provoke any refentment
which mankind will go along with. Thé
man who does not recompence his bene~
fa&or, when he has it in his power, and
when his' benefactor needs his afliftance,
is, no doubt, guilty of the blackeft in-
gratitude, - The heart of every impartial
fpettator rejects all fellow-feeling with'the
{elfifhnefs of his motives, and he is the pro-
per objeét of the higheft difapprobation.
But ftill he does no pofiive hurt to any body;
he only does not do that good which in pro=.
priety he onght to have done. Heis theob-
ject of hatred, a paflion which is naturally
excited by impropriety of fentiment and
behaviour; not of refentment, a  paflion
which is never properly called forth but
by ations which tend to do real and pofi-
tive hurt to fome particular perfons. His ;.
) want of gratitude, therefore, cannot be
 _punifhed. To oblige him by force to per-
form what ingratitude he ought to per=
form, and what every impartial fpectator
would approve of him for performing,
would, - if polflible, be ftill more improper
than his' neglecting to perform it. His
benefator would difhonour himfelf if he
: attempted

D2
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‘aftempted by violence to conftrain him to
gratitude, and it “would be impertinent .

. for ‘any third perfon, who was not the
fuperior of either, to intermeddle. But of
all the duties of beneficence, thofe which
gratitude recommends to us approach near-
eft to what iscalled a perfeét and compleat
obligation, ‘What friendfhip, what gene-
rofity, what charity, would prompt us to
do with univerfal approbation, is ftill more.
free, and can ftll lefs be extorted by force
than the duties of gratitude. We talk of
the debt of gratitude, not of charity, or
generofity, nor even of friendfhip, when
friendfhip is meer efteem, and has not been
enhanced and complicated with gratitude
for good offices.

Refentment feems to have been given
us by nature for defenee, and for defehce
only. It is the. fafeguard of juftice and
the fecurity of innocence. It prompts us
to beat off the mifchief which is attempted
to be done to us, and to retaliate that which
1s already dones that the effender may be
made to repent of his injuftice, and that
others, through fear of the like punifhment,

‘may be terrified fron: being guilty of the
like offence. Tt muf? be referved therefore

for
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““for thefe purpofes, nor can the fpectator
ever go along with 1t when it is exerted for
any other. But the meer want of the be-
neficent virtues, though it may difappoint
us of the good which might reafonably be
expected, neither does, 1or attempts to do,
any mifchief from whch we can have ocs
cafion ta defend ourfelves.

There is, however, another virtue, of
‘which the obfervance is not left to the
freedom of our own ‘wills, which may be
extorted by force, and of -which the viola-
tion expofts to refentment, and confequent-
ly to punifhment. ‘This virtue is juftice :
the violation of juftice is injury : it does
real and pofitive hurt to fome particular
perfons, from motives which are naturally
difapproved of.” It is, therefore, the pro-
pet object of refentment, and of punifh-
ment, which is the natural confequence of
refentment.  As mankind .go along with,
and approve of, the violence employed to
avenge the hurt which is done by injuftice,
fo they much more go along with, and ap-
prove of, that which is employed to pre-
vent and beat off the injury, and to re-
ftrain the offender from hurting his neigh-
bours. The perfon himfelf who meditates

an
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an injuftice is fenfible of this,and feels that
force may, with the utmoft propriety, be
made ufe of both by the perfon whom he 1s
about to injure, and by others, either to
obftruct the execution of his crime, or to
punifh him when he has executed it. And
upon this is founded that remarkable dif-
tinétion between juftice and all the other
focial virtues, which has of late been par-
ticularly infifted upon by an author of
very great and original genius, that we
feel ourfelves to be under a ftricter obliga-
tion to a&t according to juftice, than
agreeably to friendfhip, charity, or gene-
rofity ; that the prattice of thefe laft men«
tioned virtues fecms to be left in fome
meafure to our own choice, butthat, fome-
how or other, we feel ourfelves to be'in a
peculiar manner tyed, bound, and obliged
to the obfervation of juftice, We feel, that
is to fay, that force may, with the utmoft
propriety, and with the approbation of all
mankind, be made ufe of to conftrain us
to obferve the rules of the one, but not to
follow the precepts of the other,

We muft < always, however, carefully
diftinguifh what is only blameable, or the
proper object of difapprobation, from what

force
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o force may be employed either to punith or to

prevent, Thatfeems blameable which falls.
fhort of that ordinary degtee of proper be-
neficence which experience teaches us to
expect of every body; and on the contrary,
that {eems praife-worthy which goesbeyond .
it. The ordinarydegree itfelf feems neither
blameable nor praife-worthy. A father,a
fon, a brother, who behaves to the corref-
pondent relation neither better nor worfe
than the greater part ‘of men commonly
do, feems properly to deferve neither praife
nor blame.  He who  furprifes us, by ex-
traordinary and unexpected, though filk
proper, and {uitable kindnefs, or on the
contrary, by extraordinary and tnexpected,
as well as unfuitable unkindnefs, feems
praife-worthy in the one cafe, and blame~
able in the other. 08
- Even the moft ordinary degree of kind-
nefs ‘or beneficence, however, cannot;
among equals, be extorted by force. Amon
équals cach ndividual is naturally, and an-~
tecedent to the inflitution of civil govern-
ment, regarded as having a right both to
defend himfelf from injuries, and to exact
4 certain degree of punithment for thofe
Which have been done to him. Every ge-
nerous
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& ; érous fpectator not only approves of his
¢onduct when he does this, but enters fo
far into his fentiments as often to be will-
ing to affift him: When one man attacks,
or robs, or attempts to murder anether, all
the neighbours take the alarm, and think
that they do right when they run, either to
revenge the perfon who hasbeen injured, or
to defend him who is in dariger of being fo,
But when a father fails in the ordinary
degree of parental affection towards a fon;

CL

when a fon feems to want that filial reve-

rence which might be expedted to his father ;
when brothers are without the ufaal de~

gree of brotherly affeftion ; when a'man

fhuts his breaft againft compaflion, and
refufes to relieve the mifery of his fellow-
creatures, when he can with the greateft
eafe ; in all thefe cafes, though every body
blames the conduct, nobody imagines that
thofe who might have reafon, perhaps; to
expect more kindnefs, have any right to
extort it by force. - The fufferer can only
complain, and the fpectator can intermeddle
no other way than by advice and perfua-
fion. . Upon all fuch occafions for equals

to ufe force againit one another, would

¥
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be thought the higheft degree of .infolence

and prefumption. ] ok
A fuperior may, indeed, fometimes, with

univerfal approbation, obligé thofe under

his jurifdiction to behave, in this refpect;

with a certain degiee of propriety ‘to onec

another. The laws of all civilized nations -

oblige parents to maintain their children,
and children to maintain their parents,
and impofe upon men many other duties
of beneficence. The civil magiftrate is en-

' trufted with the power notonly of preferv-

ing the public peace by reftraining injuftice,
but of promoting the profperity of the com-

monwealth, by eftablifhing good difci~ -

pline, and by difcouraging every fort of vice
and impropriety ; he may prefcribe rules,
therefore, which not only prohibit mutual

injurics among fellow-citizens, but comi~

mand mutual good offices to.a certain de=

‘gree. Whenthe fovereign commands what

is meerly indifferent, and what antece‘dcht

to his ordeys might have been omitted with-

out any blame, it becomes not only blame-
able but punifhable to difobey him. When
he commands, therefore, what, antecedent
to any fuch order, could not have been o-'
mitted without the greateft blame, it furely

N be-
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ecomes much-more punifhable to be want-
ing in obedience, Of all theduties of alaw-
giver, howeyer, this, perhaps, 1s what it
requires the greateft delicacy and referve to
exccute with propricty andjudgment. . To
neglect it altogether expofes the  common-
wealth to many. grofs diforders and . fhock~
ing gnormities, and.to puth it too far is
deftrudtive of all liberty, fecurity, and,
juffreds £ : |
Though the meer want of beneficence
feems to merit no punifhment from equals,
the greater exertions of that virtue appear
to deferve the higheft reward.. By being
produétive of “the | greateft good, -they
are the natural  apd’ approved objects
of the ‘livelieft grattude. ‘Though ' the
breach of juftice, on the contrary, expofes
to punifhment, the obfervation of the rules
of that virtue feems fearce to deferve any
reward. There is, no doubt, a propriety
in the pra(ﬁ‘tice of juflice; and it merits,
upon -that account, all the approbation
which is dae to propiiety. But as 1t does.
no real pofitive good, it 1sentitled to very
little gratitude, Meer juftice is, upon
moft occafions, but a negative virtue, and
only hinders us from hurting our neigh=_
| ' bour.
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F The man who bax‘ély abftains from

violating either the perfon, or the eftate,
or- the reputation of his neizghbours, has
furely very little pofitive merit. He ful-
fils, however, all the rules of what is.pe-
culially catled juftice, and does every thing
which his equals can with propricty force
him to do, or which they can punifh’ him
for not doing. We may often fulfil all
the rules of juttice by fitting ftill and doing

¢ " nothing.

As every man doth; fo fhall it be done

~ to’ him, and retaliation feers to be the
great law which is diCtated to’ us by
nature. Beneficence and generofity we
think due to the generous and benificent.
Thofe whofe hearts never open to the feel-
ings of humanity, fhould, we think, béfhut
out, in the fame manner, from the affec-
tions of all their fellow-creatures, and be
allowed to live in the midft of focmtv, as
in a great defart where ‘there is no-body
to care for them, or to enquire after them.
The violator of the laws of juftice ought
€6 be'made to feel himfelf that evil which
he has done to another ; and fince no re- \
gard to the fufferings of his brethren is
eapable of reftraining him, he ought to

N 2 be
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¢ over-awed by the fear of his own. The
man who is barely innocent, who only ob-
ferves the laws of juftice with regard to
others, and meerly abftains from hurting
his neighbours, can merit only that his
neighbours in their turn fhould refpect
his ‘innocence, and that ‘the fame laws

{hould be religioufly obferved with regard
to him. , %

CHAP, Ii

Of the fenfe of jufti'ce, of remorfe, and of
the confcioufnefs of merit, :

g HERE canbe no proper motive for
hurting our neighbour, there can be

no incitement to do evil to another, which
mankind will go along with, except juft in-
dignation for evil which that other has done
to us, 'To difturb his happinefs meerly
becaufe it ftands in the way of our own,
to take from him what is of real ufe to
him meerly becaufe it may be of equal ‘or
of more ufe to us, or to indulge, in this

manner, at the expence of other people,
the natural preference which every man

kas for his ewn happinefs above that of
other

a2
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‘other people, is'what no impartial {pecta-
tor can go along with. Every man, is no
doubt, by nature firft; and principally re-
commended to his own care; and as he is
fitter to take care of himfelf than of any
other perfon, it is fit and right that it
thould be fo. Every man, therefore, is

much more deeply interefted in whatever -

immediately concerns himfelf, than  in
what concerns any other man: and ‘to
hear, perhaps, of the death of another
perfon, with whom we have no particular
~connection, will give us lefs concern, wall
- fpoil our ftomach, or break our reft much
lefs than a very infignificant difatter which
has befallen ourfelves.  But tho’ the ram
of our neighbour may affe&t us much lefs
than a very {fmall misfortune of our own,
we/muft not ruin him to prevent that fimall
misfortune, nor even to prevent our own
ruin. - We muft;’ here, ‘asin all ‘other éafes,
view ourfelves not fo much according to
that light in which we may naturally appeas
o ourfelves, as according to that in which
we naturally‘ appear to others. Tho’ every
man ‘may, according to the ;proverb, be
¢he whole world to himfelf, to the reft of
mankind he is a moft infignificant part of

N 3 1t
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~ Tho' his own happinefs may be of

more importance to him than that of all *

the world befides, to every other perfon it
is of no more confequence than that of any
other man, Tho’ it may be true, therefore;
that every individual, in bis own breaft, na-
turally prefers himfelf to all mankind, yet

he dares not look mankind in the face, and .

avow. that he acts according to this pringi-
ple. He feels that in this preference they
can never go along' with him, -and that
how natural foever it may be to him, it
muft always appear exceffive and extrava-
gant to. them. When he views himfelf in
the light in which heis confcious that others
will view him, he fees that to them he is
but one of ‘the multitude in no refpet bet-
ter than any otheman it. | If he would ac
+ fo as that the impartial {petator may. en-
" ter mto the princip!es of his conduét, which
" is what of all things he has the greateft
defirc to do, he muit, upon this, as upon
all other pccafions, hllfnblc the arrogance
of his felf-love, and buingit down to fome-
thing which other men.can go ajong with.
They will indulge it fo far asto allow him
to be morg anxiows about, and to purfue
with morecar neft aﬁiqu, his own happi-
nels
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nefs than that of any other perfon. Thus ‘
" far, whenever they place themfelves in bis |
fituation, they will readily ‘go along with
him. . In the race for wealth, and honours,
and preferments, he may run as hard as he
can, ‘and  ftrain every nerve and every |
mufele, 10 order to outftrip all his compe-
titors. - But if he fhould juftle, or throw |,
down any of them, thé indulgence of the
{pectators is entirely at anend. It is a,vio- -
lation of fair play, which they cannot ad-
mit of.  This man is to them, in every re-
fpect, as good as he: they do not enter
into that felf-love by which he prefers him-
felf fo much to this other, and canhot go .
along with. the motive from which he hurt
him. - They readily, therefore, fympathize
with the natural refentment of the injur-
ed, and the offender becomes the object of ¥
their hgtred and mdignation, He is fent N
fible that he becomes fo, and feels that thole :
fentiments are ready to burft out fyiom all »
fides againit him.
1/As the gweater and more irveparablé the | Y
evil that 8 done, the refentment of the
fufferers runs naturally the highér, fo does o,
likewife the fympathetic indignation of thet
fpectator, as well as the fenfe of guilt in the -
- N 4 agent.
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ént. Death isthe greateft evil which one _
man can inflict upon another, and excites
the higheft degree of refentment in thofe
who are immediately conneted with the
flain. ~ Murdery therefore, is the moft
atrocious of all crimes which affe& indivi-
duals/only, in the fight both of mankind,
-and of the perfon who has committed jt.
T;be deprived of that \VhiCh VVCI are Pof._.
fefled of, is a greater evil than to be difap-
pointed of what we have only the expetta-
tion. Breach of property, therefore, theft
and robbery, which take from us what we
are poflefied of, are greater crimes than
breach of contraét, which only difappoints
us of what we expected. The moft facred
laws of juftice, thel‘efore, thofe whofe vio-
lation feems to call loude

' and punithment, are the Jaws yhich guard
the life and PCFiO.ﬂ of our neighbour ; the
next are thofe which guard i ..
pOﬁéﬂiOHS ; and laft of all come thofe
which guard th‘t are called hig perfonal
rights, or what 1s due to him 0 the pro-
mifes of others.
" The violator of the more facred laws of
juﬁicc can never refle@ on the fentiments
’Q"hi’dl mankind mualt enterta;y, with re-

for vengeance

gard
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nies of fhame and horror, and confterna-
tion. When his paflion is gratified, and
he begins coolly to reflect on his paft con-
dué, he can entgr into none of the mo-
tives which influenced it« They appear
now as deteftable to him as they did always
. to other people. By fympathizing with
the hatred and abhorrence which other
~men muft entertain for him, he becomes

in fome meafure the object of his own has

tred and abhorrence. The fituation of the

perfon, who fuffered by his injuftice, now
calls upon his pity; He is grieved at the
thought of it ; regrets the unhappy effects
of his own conduct, and fecls at the fame
time that they have rendered him the pro-
. pet object of the refentment and indigna-

tion of mankind; and of what is the na--

-tural confequence of refentment, venge-
ance and punifhment. The thought |of
this perpetually haunts him, and fills him
with terror and amazement. = He dares no
longer look fociety in the face, but ima-
gines himfelfias it were rejected, and thrown
out from -the affettions of all mankind.
He cannot hope for the confolation of {ym-
pathy in this his greateft, and moft dread~

ful

e
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I diftres. * 'The remembrance of / his
crimes has fhut out all fellow-fecling with
him from the hearts of his fellow-creatures.
‘The fentiments which they entertain with
régard to him; are the very thing which he
is moft afraid of. Every thing feems hof-
tile, and he would be glad to fly to fome
inhofpitable defert, where he might never
more beheld the face of ahuman creature,
nor read in the countenance of mankind
the condemnation of his crimes,  But {oli-
tude is ftill more dreadful thap {ociety. .
His own thoughts can prefent him with
' nothing but what is black, unfortunate,
and difaftrous, the melancholy forebod-
ings of incomprehenfible mifery and ruin.
The horror of folitude drives him back in-
to fociety, and he comes again into the l
prefence of mankind, altonithed to appear
" ‘sbefore them, loaded with fhame and dif
traéted with fear,. in order fp fappiicate
fome little protection from the countenance
of thofe very judges, who he knows have
already all unanimoufly condemmned him,
Such is the nature of that fontiment, which
« 18 properly called remorfe ; of all the fen-

timents which can enter the human breaft .
the moft dreadful. Itismade up of fhame
: : from
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;""-pm the {enfe of the impropriety of paft

conduet 3 of grief for the effects of it; of

pity for thofe who fuffer by it ; and of|the

_dread and terror of punithment from the
-confecioufnefs of the juftly provoked refent-
ment of all rational creatures.

The oppofite behaviour naturally infpires
“the oppofite fentiment, - The man who,
" not from frivolous fancy, but from proper
motives, has performéd a generous action,
when he looks forward to, thofe whom he
has ferved, feels himfelf to be the natural
object of r,he.ir love and gratitude, and by
fympathy with them, of the efteem and
a-ppmbation of all mankind. And when

he, looks backward to the motive from

which he act,e.d, §m~d furveys it in the light
in which thc. mdlﬁex:ent {pectator will fur-
vey it; he ﬁxll.co'ntxnues to enter into it,
and applauds hlmfelf by fympathy with the
appmbation of « this {uppofed impartial
judge. In both thefe points of view his

own conduct ApPears to him every 'way

agreeable. © His mind, at the thought of
it is filled with chearfulnefs, ferenity, and
compofure. He is in friendthip and har-
mony with all mankind, and looks upon
his fellow-creatures wwith confidence and

' : - be=
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Of MeRyT and DEMERI’I‘.' Part II,

benevolent fatisfaction, fecure that he has
rendered himfelf worthy of their moft fa-
vourable regards. « In the combindtion, of
all thefe fentiments -confifts the confciouf-
nefs of merit, or of deferved rewardi ¢!

C HAP. III

Of the utility of this conftitution of na-:

ture,

T is thus that man, who can fubfift on-
ly in fociety, was fitted by nature to
that fituation for which he was made. All
the members of hyman fociety ftand in
need of each others alliftance, and are like-
wife expofed to, mutual injuries, Where
the neceflary affiftance is reciprocally af-
forded from _IOVC, from gratitude, from
friendfhip and efteem, the fociety flourifhes
and is happy- Al the different members
of it are bound together by the agreeable
bands of, love and affection, and are, as it
were, drawn O ONCCOmMmon centre of mus
tual good offices. |
But tho’ the neceffaty affitance fhould
not be afforded from fuch generoys and dife
d $90 3
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’ i:éﬁed motives, tho’ among the different
members of the fociety there fhould be no

. mutual love and affection, the fociety, tho’.
lefs happy and agreeable, will not necefla-
rily be diffolved. Society may fubfift among
different men, as among different mer-
chants, from a fenfe of its ptlllty, w;th.’
out any mutual love or affection ; and tho
no one man in it fhould owe any obliga-
tion, or be bound in gratitude to any other,
it may ftill be upheld by a mercenary ex-
change of good offices according to an

-eed valuation.,

angociety, however, cannot fubfit among
thofe who are at all times ready to hurt and
injure one another. The moment that in-
jury begins, the moment that mutual re-
fentment and animofity take place, -all the .
bands of it are broke afunder, and the dif=
ferent members of which it confifted are,
as 1t were, diffipated and fcattered abroad
by the violence and oppofition of their dif~
cordant affections. If there is any fociety
among robbers and murderers, they muft
at leaft, according to the trite obfervation,
abftain from robbing and murdering one
another. »Beneficence, thercfore, is lefs
effential to the exiftence of fociety than

juftice,

20)
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juftice.  Society may fubfift, tho’ fiot in
the'moft comfortable ftate, without benefi-
cenice s but the prevalérice of 'injtftice muft
utterly deftroy 1t -y '
- “Tho"nature, therefore, exhorts mankind
- toacts of bencficerice, by the pleafing con-
{cloufnefs of deferved reward, flie has not
. thought it meceflary to guard 4nd enforce
the practice of it by the terrors 6f merited
panifhment in cafe it fhould be neslected.
% It 1s the ornament which embelliflics, ‘ot
the foundation which fupports the build-
ing, and Which‘ it was, therefore, fufficient
to fecommend, but by no means neceffary
to impofe ' Juftice, on " the ‘contrdry, s
the main pillar that upholds the whole edi.
fice.” “If it 1s removed, the great, theim:
menfe' fabric of ‘human fociety, that fabtc
which toraife and to fispport feems in this
world, if I mayfay {5, to have been the
peculiar and darling care of natute, muft
it a moment crumible into atoms.  To en-
force the obfervation of juftice, therefore,
nature has implanted in the human Breaft
that confeioufnefs of Ul-defert thofe ter-
rors of merited punifhment which attend
upon 1ts violat}(m: as the great fafe-guards
of the affociation of mankind, ‘to protect
el ¥ ) “ " the
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the weak, to curbthe violent, and to chaf-
tize the guilty. = Men, tho’ naturally fym-
pathetic, feel fo little for another, with,
whom they have no particular connection,
in comparifon of what they feel for them-
felves ; the mifery of one, who is merely.

. their fellow-creature, is of fo little impor--

tance to them in comparifon even of a fmall
conveniency of their own ; they have it fo
much in their power to hurt him, and may
have {o thany temptations to do {fo, that if
this.principle did not ftand up within them:
in his: defence, and overawe them into a
refpect for his innocence; they would, like
wild beafts, be at all times ready to fly up-
on him; and a man would enter an affem-
bly of men as he enters a den of lons.
Inevery part of the univerfe we obferve
means - adjufted with the niceft artifice to
the ends which they are intended to pro-
duce ; and in the mechanifm of a plant, or

animal body, admirc howsevery thing is '

contrived for advancing thetwo great pur~’
pofes of nature, the fupport of the indivix
dual, and the propogation of the {pecies.
Byt iy thefe; and i all fuch objeéts, we
full diftinguifh the efficient from the final:
caufe of their feveral motions and orgmi-

; zations,
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~“gationss « The digeftion, of the. food, the
circulation of  the blood, and the fecretion
of the feveral juices which are drawn from
it, are operations all of them neceffary for
the great purpofes of animal life, ., Yet-we
never endeavour to account for them from
thofe purpofes as from their efficient caufes,
por imagine that the blood circulates, or
that the fooé digefts of its own accord,

and with.a VIEW of intention to the pur-

ofes of circulation  or, digeftion...: The

wheelsof the watch  are ajj admirably‘ad-

juited to the endfor which it was made,

the pointing of the hour. = AJl their; vari-

ous motions confpire in the niceft manndr

to produce this effeét. 15 they were endow-

ed with a defire and intention to ptoduge

. it, they could not do it better. . Yet we ne-

yer afcribe any fuch defire or . intention ito

them, ' but to the Wwatch-maker,. and we

know that thX € put into. motion bya

fpring, which intends the effet it produces

as little as they do. But the’, in account-

ing for the operations of bodies, we nciﬂé;‘

fail - to~diftinguith in this manner the effi-

cient from the final caufe, in accounting

for thofe of the mind we.are very- aptp (N

confound thele two. different things with

! one
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= one another:  When by natural pr inciples
we arc led to advance thofe’ ends, which a
refined ‘and enlightened reafon ‘would res
commend to Us, ' we'are very apt to impute

to that reafon, as''to their efficient caufe;
the fentiments ‘and actions by which: we

advance thofe'ends, and to imaginethatito
be the ‘wifdom of 'man, which in realitys
the wifdom of ‘God.” Upon a fuperficial
view this caufe feems fufficient to produce
the'effeéts whichare aferibed to ity and the
fyftem ‘of ‘human nature feems to be ‘more
fimple and agreeable when all its different
_operations are in this manner deduced from
*a fingle principle.

- "Asfociety canmot fubfift unlcfs the laws
of 'juftice are tolérably obferved, ‘as'no-fo-
cial intercourfe, can take place among men,
whé'do not generally abftain from injuring
one ‘another ; the confideration of this ne-
eeffity) it has been thought, was the/ground

upon Which we approved of the enforees

ment of the laws ‘'of juftice by the punifh-
ment of thofe who violated - them. Man,
it 'has'been faid; has a natural love for fo-
ciety, and défires that the union of mankind
fhould: bc preferved for'its ‘own fake, and
tha” he himfelf was to derive ndbcneﬁt from

O ity
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it.. The orderly and! flourithing' ftate of
fociety is agreeable to ‘him, and he takes
delight in contemplating it.  It's diforder
- and confufion; on the contrary, is) the ob-
ject of hisraverfion, and he is/ chagrined
 at whatever tends' to produce’it. Feis
fenfible too' that (his own intereft is'con=
nected with 'the profperity of fociety, and
that the happinefs, perhaps the preferva-
tion of  his.exiftence, depends upon its pre-
fervation. ' Upon every account, therefore,
he has an abhorrence at whatever van tend

QL.

to deftroy fociety, ‘and/ is willing to/make -

ufe of every means, which can' hinder fo -

hated, and fo dreadful an event, Injuftice

neceflarily tends t0' deftroy it. /Every g g

pearance ‘of - injuftice, therefore;  algtms
him; and be vuns, if I may fay fo, to!ftop
the progrefs of what, if ‘dllowed to goron,
would quickly put anend to every ! thing
that is.dear to him. ' If he cannot refbrain
it by gentle and fair means, he muftbeat it
down by force and violence, and 4t dny
rate muft put-a ftop to its furthe progrefs,
Hence it i, the] fay, that he' oftdn ap-
proves of the enforcement of the jaks of
juftice even by the capital puniflyment Igf
thofé who violate them - ‘The diftuibis of

Q
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~the public peace is hereby removed out of
the woild, and others are terrified by his
fate from imitating his example. | | |
< \«Such is the account commonly given of
our approbation of the punifhment of in-
juftice. And fo far this account isun-
doubtedly true that we frequently have oc-
cafion to confirm our natural fenfe of the
propriety and fitnefs of punifhment by re-
flecting how neceflary it is for preferving
the order of fociety: - When the guilty is
about to {uffer that juft retaliation; which
the natural indignation of mankind tells
them is due to his crimes ; when the-info-
lence of his injuftice is broken and hum-
bled by the terror of his approaching pu-~ |
nithment ; when he ceafes to be-an objeét
of fear, with the generous.and humane h¢
begins to be an object of pity. The thought
of what he is about to fuffer extinguifhes
their refentment for the fufferings of others
to which he has given occaﬁqn. They are
difpofed to pardon and forgive him, and
to fave him from that punithment which
in all their cool hours they had confidered
as the retribution due to fuch crimes.
Here, therefore, they have occafion tocall |
to their affiftance the confideration of the
LA ge=
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“general intereft'of focicty. ¢ They counter-

balance the impulfe of this weak and par-
tial humanity, by the dittates of 2 huo

manity  that' is “more generous' and com-
Prehenﬁve-_ They refle® that mercy to
the guilty is'cruelty to the innocent, -and
oppofe to'the emotions of compaffion
which they feel for a particylar perfon; a
more enlarged compafiion; which they feel
for mankind. _
Sometimes too we have occafion to de-
fend the proprietyof obferving the/ general

1.

- ules of juftice by the confideration of their

neceflity to-the fupport of fociety. "We
frequently hear the-'y,oung atrdithb Mcepti
ous ridiculing the moft facred rules of mow
rality, and profefling, . fymetimes frof the
corruption, but moye frequently from the
vanity of theit' hedreg the ! moft- abosmis
nable maxims of condu@. ;. Quy indigna-
tion roufes; and we ape eager to refuteaiid
expofe fuch deteftable principles. ' But tho’

it 16 their mtrinfic hatefy) e and detefl

ablenefs, * which originally inflamas us
againtt them, ‘we are Unwilling' to aflign
this as the fole reafon why 'we condemn
them, or to pretend thag ip 34 ‘merely' be-
¢aufe we ourfelves hateland « ddeep: thenis

The
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e reafon, we think, would not appear
to be conclufive. | Yet why fhould it not;
lwa hate and deteft them becaufe they
are the natural and proper objets of ha-
tred and deteftation ? But when we are
afked why we fhould not aét in fiich or fuch
a manner, the very queftion feems to fup-
'pbfe that, to thofe who afk it, this manner-
of aéting does not appear to be for its own
fake the natural and pfoper object of thofe
fentiments. We muft thow them, there-
fore, t!]at it ought to be fo for the fake of
fomething elfe. | Upon this account we ge-
nerally caft about for other arguments, and
the confideration which firft occurs to us is
the diforder and confufion of fociety which .
would refult from: the univerfal prevalence
of fuch practices.  We feldom fail, there-
fore, to infift wpon this topic. -
But tho’ it commonly requires no great
difcernment to fee the deftructive tendency
of all lice.mi'ous practices to the welfare of
fociety, 1t is feldom this confideration
which firft animates us againft them. All
men, everithe moft ftupid and unthink-
ing, abhor fraud, peifidy, and injuftice,
and delight to fee them punifhed, . But
few men have refleéted upon the neceffity
: A of

209



Y

Z

8 Of MeriT and DEMERIT Part II@L

vo .of jufkice to the exiftence of fociety, /how

obvious foeverthat neceflity may appear to
be. P (T Hic slor
That it is-lot 2 regard to the preferva-
tion of {ociety, which originally interefts us
in the Punii_hment of crimes committed
againft indiv%duals; May be demonftrated
by many obvious confiderations, The con-
cern which 'we take in the fortune
inefs of individuals doeg not, in
cafes, arife from that which voc ¢
fortune and hapPiﬂeﬁi of focie

and hap~
common
ke in the
ty. 'We are

lofs of a fingle man, becaufe this man is a
member of” part of! fociety, and becaufe
we fhould be concerneq g the deftruétion
of fociety, than we ae concerned for the
lofs of ‘a fingle ginea, becyufe this guinea

is a part of a thoufand'guineas, and be-

caufe we {hould be Concerned for the lofs

of the whalé fum, i, neither cafe’ does
our regard for' the indiyiguals arife from
our regard for the mulyjy, de’ but infboth
cafes our regard for ¢y, :

€ multitude is com-

ounded and made Up of 'the particular

regards which i fee! for the different in-
dividuals of which it ds cori o, © s
when a fmall fum is unjaftly taken from

ug
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el el do not fo mucll'prof:gcutce. sthe injuny
from a regaid to the prefervation of our.
whole fortune, as from a regard to. that
- particglar fum which ‘we - have loft; fo
when a- fingle; man is injured, or deftroyed
we demand the punifhment of the wrong
that has been done to him, not fo ‘much
from qa/concern for! the general intereft of
{ociety;, as from a concern for that very in-
dividual:who has been injured. It is to
be : obferved, however, that this concern
does not neceflarily include in it any* de-
greerof thofe exquifite fentiments which
are commenly, called love, efteem and af-
feétion, and by which we diftinguith our
particular friendsand acquaintance. The
concern which:is requifite for: this is na
move than the general fellow-feeling which
we have with every man: merely becaufé
heis our fellow-creature, | |We enter into
the!refentment even of an' odious perfon,
whei he is injured by thofe to whom he has
given,no provocation. Ouy difapprobation
+  of his ordinary character and conduct does
_not.inthis cafe altogether prevent our fel-
lowsfeeling with his natural indignation ;
tho’ with thofe whoiare not either extreme-
ly candid, or who have not been accufe
’ 0 4 tomed
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“tof) ed to correct and regulate their ndtu- L
al fentiments. by general rules, it is very
aPt to damp.."lt-. K %, : . )
Upon fome occafions, indeed, we both
punith and approve of punifhment; mere-
ly from a view. to t.he genéral intereft of
fociety, which, ‘we imagine, cannot other-
wife be fecured. Ofi this kind are ali the
punifhments inflicted for. breaches of what
is called either civil police, o military dif-
cipline. . Such crimes do et immediately
or directly hurt any particylay perfon;  but
their remote confequences, it is fuppofed,
. do produce, or might produce, either a
confiderable mconveniency, or a great dif

order in the fociety., A centinel, for ex-
ample, who falls aflee

| P upon his watch,
fuffers death by the laws of war, becaufe

fuch carelefinefs might endanger the whole
army. This feverity may, upon many oc-
cafions, appear: neceflayy,  and, ffor - that

. reafon, juft and proper.” When the pre-
fervation of an individyy

1 is inconfiftent
with the fafety of a multitude, nothing can

be more juft than that t}e many fhould be
preferred to the one. Vet this punifthment,
how neceflary foever, always appears to be
exceffively fevere.  The matyral atrocity of

thg
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culty that our heart can reconcilé” itfelf to
jts0 Though fuch carelefinefs appears very
blameable, yet'the thought of this crime
does' not''naturally excite any fuch'réfent-
ment; as ‘would ' prompt ‘us to - take 'fuch
dreadful reverige. A man''of humanity

punifhaient ‘fo great, that 3 Wit difhs

muit recolleét himfelf, muft make "an ‘eft -

fort, and exert his whole firmnefs and re-

folution; before 'he can bfing himfelf either
to inflict i, ‘or'to go along with it when
it 15 infliCted by others. 'TIt'is not, How-
ever,'in this manner, that he looks upon
the'juft punithment of dan ungrateful mut-
derer-or parricide.  His heart, in this cafe;
applauds with ardour; and even with tranf~
port, the juft retaliation which feems due
to fuch deteftable crimes, and which, if,

by any ‘aceident, “they fhould happen to'

efcape, 'he would be highly enraged and
difappointed. '* The' very different friti-
ments with which the fpectator views thofe
different punifhiments, is a proof that his
approbation of the one is far from being
founded upan the fame principles with that
of the ether. He looks upon the centinel
ds ap unfortunate victim,' who, indeed,

muft, '
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and p_uéht to. be, . devoted  to the

“heart, he would be glad; to fave; andihe
is only forry, that the intereftof the many
fhould oppofe it.. (:But if the murderer

L,

1'éfé:t_y of numbers, but whom fill,. in'hig -

{hould efcape from punifhment, it -would -

excite his higheft indignation,. and. he
would- call -upon God' to ayenge, in, ans

other. world, that crime which the injuf<

gice of mankind had negledted to chaftife

upon earth. (iTaa
For it well deferves to be taken ‘notice
of, that we are {o far from imagining that
" injuftice ought to be punifhed in this life,
merely onaccount of the order of; focietys
which  cannot otherwife be maintained,
that natuie, teaches us to hope, and feli~
gion authorifes us to exped, that it will be
»unithed, CVFﬁ m a life to comei Our
fenfe of /its 1l defert purfues it, if Fmay
fay fo, even Peyond the grave, though the
example of its punifhment there cannot
ferve to deter the telt of mankind, who fee
it not, who know It net, from being guil-
ty of the like praftices here, The juftice
of God, however, we think, gill requires,
that he {h_ould hereafter avenge the mjus
: Iies
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. of the widow and the fatherlefs, who
e here fo' often infulted with impunity.
 That the Deity loves virtue and hates
vice, as a voluptuous man loves riches and
hates poverty, not for their own fakes, ‘but
for ‘the effects which ' they tend to pro-
duce ; that he loves the one, only ' becaufe
it promotes the happinefs of fociety, which
his benevolence prompts him to defire ; and
that he hates the'other, only becaufe it oc-
cafions the mifery of mankind, ‘which the
fame'divine quality renders the objeét of
his averfion; is not the dottrine of nature,
but of an artificial, though ingenieus, re=
finement of ‘philofophy. - All eur natural
fentitents prompt us to ‘believe,  that as
perfect virtue is fuppofed neceffarily to ap-
pear to the Deity, as it does to us, for its
own fake, and without any further view,
the natural and proper object of love and
reward, fo muft vice, of ‘hatred and pu-
pifhment, That the gods neither refent
nor hurt, ‘was the general maxim of all
the different fects of the ancient philofo-
phy s and if,, by refenting; be underftood,
that violent and diforderly perturbation,
which often diftracts and confouBds the
puman breaft; or if, by hurting, be un.
st derftood,

-
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Of MeritT and Demer1T. Part 11

ferftood, the doing mifchief wantonly, and
without regard to propriety or juftice, fuch
weaknefs is undoubtedly unworthy of . the
divine perfection. But if it be 'meant,
that  vice does mot appear to the Deity to
be, for its own fake, the object of ablior-
rence and aveifion, and what, for its own
fake, it is fit and right {hould be punifhed,
‘the tyuth of this maxim can, by no means,
be fo ealily admitted. 1f we confult our
natural {entimenits, we are apt to fear,
left before the holinefs of God, vice fhould
appear to be more worthy of punifhment
than the weaknefs anq imperféction;of hu-
man Virtue can ever feem to be of reward.

CL,

Man, when about t¢ appear before a be-

ing of infinite perfection, can feel but little
confidence 1 his own merit, or in the im-
perfect propriety of his own conduct. . In
the prefence of his fellow- creatures, he may
often jultly elevate himfelf, and may of-
ten have reafon o think highly of his own
character an.d Conduct, compared to the
(il greater imperfection of theirs.  But
the cafe 18 quite different when about to
appear  before his infinite Creator. To
duch a being, he ean fearce imagine, that
his litlenels and weaknefs thould ever feem

LY
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Be the proper object, ‘either of efteem'or . -
of \weward. ~ But he’ can eafily ‘conceive,
how' the numberle(s violations of duty, of .
which' he’ has been guilty, fhould rénder |
him the proper object of averfion dand pu-
nifhiment; neither can he fee' any reafon
why the dine indignation fhould not be
let Joofe without any reftraint, upon fo vile
“an‘infect} as' he is fenfible that he himfelf
mift appear to be. If he''would fill hope
for happinefs, he is confeious that he cans
not ‘demand it from the juftice, but that
heimuft entreat it from the mercy of God. *
Repentance, fortow, humiliation, contri-
tion at the thought of his patt conduct, are,
upon this ‘account, the fentiments’ which

beécome him; and feem “to be the only
means which he has left for appeafing |
that wrath which; he knows, he has juft-
ly provoked.. He even diftrufts the effi
«cacy ‘of all thefe, and naturally fears, left
the wifdom of God fhould not, Like the
weaknefs of man, be prevailed upon to
fpare the crime, by the moft mportunate
lamentations &f the criminal, Some other
interceflion, fome other facrifice, fome other
atonement, he imagines, muft be matle

for him, beyond what he himfelf is . ca-
pable

-3 %
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pable of making, before the purity of the
divine juftice can be reconciled to his ma-

nifold offences. The dottrines of revela-

tion coincide, in every refpet, with thofe
original .anticipations of nature; and, as
they teach us how little we can depend
upon the imperfection of our own virtue,
fo they fhow wus, at the fame time, that
the moft powerful interceffion has been
‘made, and that the moft dreadful atone-
ment has been paid for our manifold tranfs
greffions and iniquities. '

3 i,
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- Of the influenice of fortune upon the fen- |

+, timents of mankind, with regard to the
. merit or demerit of adtions. |

INTRODUCTIQON. o
\ | : X

WHA TEVER praife or blame can,
_ be duc to any aGtion, muft be-
long either, firt, to the intention or af.
fection of the heart, from which it pro-
ceeds ; or, fecondly, to the external action
or movement of the body, which this affec.
tion gives occafion to; or latt, to.all the
. good or bad confequences, which actually,
and in fact, proceed from i, Thefe three
“different things conftitute the whole nas
ture and circumftarices of the attion, dnd
muft be the foundation of
lity can belong to it, .
That the two laft of thefe three cir-,
cumftances cdhnot be the foundation of
any praife or blame, is abundantly evident;,
nor has the contrary ever been affested by

any
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| Of Merit and DeMErrt.' Part IL
fity body. . The external action or move=.
. ment of the body is often the fame in the
moft innocent, and in the moft blameable
actions. He who fhoots a bird, and he
~ who thoots a man, both of them perform
' the fame external moveément: each of them
draws the tricker of a gun. 'The confe-
quences which actually, and in fact, hap-
pen to proceed from any action, are, if
poflible, ftill more" idifferent either to
praife or blame, than even the external
movement of the quy. As they depend,
not upon the agent, but upon fortune,
they cannot be the proper foundation for
any fentiment, of which his character and
conduct are the objects. |

The only confequences for which he can
be anfwerable; or by which he can déferve
either approbation or difapprobation of
any kind, are thofe which were fome way
or other intended, or thofe which, at leaft,
fhow fome agreeable or difagreeable qua-
lity in the intention of the hcart, from
which he acted. To the intention or afa
fection of the hearf, therefore, to the pro=

ricty or impropriety, to the beneficence

L,

or hurtfulnels of the defign, alf praife or _

blame, all approbation or difapprobation,
'y of
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any kind, which can juftly be beftowed
upon any action muft ultimately belong.
When this maxim is thus propofed, in
abftraet and general terms, there is no
body who does not agree to it.  It’s felf-
evident juftice is acknowledged by all the
world, and there is not a diffenting voice
among all mankind. Every body allows,
that, how different foever the accidental,
the unintended and unforefeen confequen-
iy ?f different actions, yet, if the in-
;?;}‘Ons or affections from which they
roe, Were, on the one hand, equally
gthper and equally beneficent, or, on the
5 qually improper and equally male-
volent, the mep; ‘P ji IO
2 R rt or demerit of tl.le actions
the fuitable 2§}e£atn ;i tlhe SEomiyl oquply.
GF (HORAEES o6 ither of gratitude or

manner, in abRrad, yl}hdcr it after thls
to particular cafes; the
ces which happen to
action, have a very great effe&t upon .
{entiments concerning its merit o dcme(;?tl
gnd almoft always either enhance or dis

P minifh

any
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Of MiRr1T 0nd DEMERIT, Part1l.

4ifh our fenfe of both.  Scarce, in any
one inftance, perhaps, will our fentiments

be found, after examination, to be en-
tirely regulated by this rule, which we all
acknowledge ought entirely to regulate
them.

This ii‘regularity of fentiment,which every

body feels, which fcarce any body is fuf-
ficiently aware of, and which no body is

L,

willing to acknowledge, I proceed now to

explain; and I fhall confider, firft, the
caufe which gives oceafion to it, orthe me-
chanifm by which nature produces it fe-
condly, the extent of its influence; and,
laft of all, the end which it anfwers, or

the purpofe which the author of nature
feems to bave intended by it.

CHAP I

- Of the caules of this influenice of fortune.

HE caufes of pain and pleafure,
whatever they are, or however

they operate, feem to be the ob-

jects, which, 10 all animals, immediately
excite thofe two paflions of gratitude and
Ny refent-

11%
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e They are excited by inani-

mated, as well as by animated objects.

We are angry, for a moment, evenat

the ftone that hurts us. A child beats it,

a dog barks at it, a choleric man is apt to

curfe it. 'The leaft refletion, indeed, cor-

re€ts this fentiment, and we foon become .

fenfible, that what has no fecling is a very

iMproper object of revenge. When the

mifchief, however, is very great, the ob-

JOCL Which caufed it becomes difagreeable

,.:)o US ever after, and we take pleafure to

ﬂ;’::‘ r:r deftroy it, We fhould treat, in
id “anner, the jnftrument which had

a;c c?t.ally been the caufe of the death

of ?el f1end, ‘and we fhould often think

ff“‘we‘:; i“élg tof- a fort of inhumanity,

veBgeance pon (i)t.‘.,em this abfurd fort of
We conceive, in the 6.

fort of gl:atitude for thof:?::ni':‘n‘;?:gr, ba

iects, which have been the caufes of ob-

of great,

or frequen; pleafur; to wus,

who, a8 1oon as he got afthore j

mend his fire with the %)lank upoer’l ﬂv:zxcls

he had juft cfcaped from a thipwreck

would feem to be guilty of an unmtumi

attion. 'We fhould expe& that he would

Pa rather

~
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rather preferve it with care and affeftion,
~as a monument that was, in fome mea-
fure, dear to him. ' A man grows fond of
a {nuff-box, of a pen-knife, of a ftaff
which he has long made ufe of, and con-
ceives fomething like a real Jove and  afe
fection for them. If he breaks or lofes
them, he is vexed out of all proportion
to the value of the damage, ‘The houfe
which we havelong liveqd in, the tree, whofe
verdure and fhade we haye long enjoyed,
are both looked upon with a fort of re-
Apect that feems due to” fuch benefactors.
The decay of the one, or the ruin of the
other, affects us with 4 kind of melancho-
ly, though we thould fiiftain no lofs by it.
The Drxads and the Lares of the ancients,
a fort of genii of tpeeg and houfes, were
probably ﬁl‘.& fuggefted by this fort of af-
fection, which the authors of thofe fuper-
ftitions felt for' fuch objects, and ‘which

feemed unreafonable, if here was nothing
snimated about them, .

But, before any thing can be the proper
objéct of gratitude or refentment, it otaft
not only be the caufe of pleafure or pain,
it muft likewife be capable of feeling them,
Without this other quality, thofe paffions

cannot

224
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safinot vent themflves with any fort of f2-

“tisfaction upon it. As they are excited by

the caufes of pleafureand pain, fo their gra-

tification confiftsin retaliating thofe fenfati+

onsupon what gaveoccafion to them; which

it is to no purpofe to attempt upon what

has no fenfibility. Animals, therefote, are

lefs improper objects of gratitude and re-"

{fentment than inanimated objects. Thedog

that bites, the ox that gois, are both of them

puni{hed. If they have been the caufes ofithe

death of any perfon, neither the public, nor

the relations of the flain, can be fatisfied,

unlefs they are put to death in their turn -

nor is this {ucrely for the fecurity of the

living, but, in fome meafure, to revenge

the injury of the dead. Thofe .animals,

on the contrary, that have been remark-

ably ferviceable to their mafters, become

the objects of a very lively gratitade,  We

are fhocked at the brutality of that offider

mentioned 1in the Turki(h Spy, who ftah-

bedthe horfe that had carvied him a-crofs’

an arm of the fea, left that animal thould

afterwards: diftinguith fome other perfon

by a fimilar adventure, ;

But, though animals are not only the

caufes of pleafure and pain, but are alfo ca«

pable of feeling thofe fenfations, they are
' P3 ftil
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{till far from being compleat and perfect
* objects, either of gratitude or refentment;

and thofe. paflions 1till feel, that there is

fomething wanting to their entire gratifi-
" cation. What gratitude chiefly defires, is
not only to make the benefactor feel plea-
{ure in his turn, but to make him confcious
that he meets with this reward on account
of his paft ‘conduct, to make him pleafed
with that conduct, and to {atisfy him,
that the perfon upon whom he beftowed

his good offices was not unworthy of them,
What moft of all charms us in our bene-

factor, 1s the concord between his fenti-

ments and our own, with regard to what
interefts us fo nearly as the worth of our
own character, and the efteem that is due
to us. We arc delighted to find a perfon
who values us as we value ourfelves, and
diftinguifhes us from the reft of mankind,
with an attention not unlike that with
which we diftinguifh ourfelves. ‘To main-
tain in him thefe agrecable and flattering
fentiments, 15 one of the chief ends pro-
pofed by the returns we are difpofed to
make to him. A generous mind often dif-
dains the interefted thought of extorting

new favours from its benefactor, by what
: may

12k
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miay be called the importunities .of its grd- -
titude.. But to preferve and to increafe his .
'e&eem, 18 an intereft which the gr.eate&
mind does not think unworthy of its at-
tention.. And this is the foundation of
what I formerly obferved, that when we
cannot enter into the motives of our bene-
fattor, when his conduét and character
appear unworthy of our approbation, let
his fervices have beenl ever fo great, our
gratitude is always fenfibly diminifhed.
We are lefs flattered by the diftinction ;
and to preferve the efteem of fo weak, or
{o worthlefs g patron, feems to be an cb- &

ject which does not deforve to be purfued
for its own fake,

The object, on the contrary, which re-

fentment is chiefly intent upon, is not o
much to make our cnemy feel pain in his

turmy as to make him . confeious. that -he
feels it upon account. ¢

: of his paft condud,
to make him repent of

i that conduét, and
to make him fenfible, that the perfon whom
he injured did not de

ferve to be treated in
-that manngr.  What chiefly enrages us

againft the man Who_i"iureq or infults us,
is thelittle account which he feems to make

. of us, the unrcafonable preference which *
P4 ; he
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> i aives to himfelf above us, and that ab-
furd felf-love, by which he feems to ima-

urd
gine, that other people may be facrificed
- at any time, to his' conveniency or his
humour: :, The glaring impropriety of
this condult, the grofs infolence and in-
juftice which it feems to involve in it,
often fhock ‘and exafperate us more than
all the milchief which we have fuffered. To
bring him back to a more juft fenfe of what
is due to cther people, to make him fen-
fible of what he owes us, and of the wrong
that he has done to us, is frequently the
principal end propofed in our revenge,
which 18 always imperfe@ when it ¢annot
accomplith this.  When our enemy ap-
pears to have done us no injury, when we
are fenfible that he agted quite properly,
that, in his fituation, we {hould have done
the fame thing, and that we deferved from
him all the mifchief we met with ; in that
cafe, if we have the leat fpark either of
candour-or juftice, we can entertain no fort
of refentment. : L
Before any thing, therefore, can be the
compleat and proper objeét, either of gra-
titude or refentment; it muft poffefs three
different qualifications, . Ficft, it mutt
be the caufe of pleafure in the one cafe,
and

110



-and of pain in the other. Secondly, it muft
- becapable of feeling thofe fenfations. , And,
thirdly, it muft not only have produced
thofe fenfations, but it muft have produced
them from defign, and from a defign that
1s approved or in the one cafe, and dif-
approved of in the other. ~ It is by the

Jeet, 3. Of MERrIT a;deEMERITQ 217 @L

firft qualification, that i S A

pable ‘of cxciting thofe paﬂi‘ons: it 1s by
the fecond, that it is in any refpect capable
of gratifying them : the'third qualification
is both neceflary for their compleat fatisfac-
tion, and as it givesa pleafure or paiﬂ that
isboth exquifite and peculiar, it is likewife
an additibnal exciting caufe of thofe paffions.
As what gives pleafure or pain, there-
fore, either in one way or another, is the
fole exciting’ caufe of gratitude and refent-
ment ; though the intentions of an
fon fhould beever o Proper and b
on the one hand, or ever fo improper and
malevolent on the other ; yet, if he has
failed in producing either the gbod or the '
evil which he intended, as one of the éx.
citing caufes i wanting'in both cafes, lefs
gratitudc feems flue to him in the one, and
lefs refentment in t‘he othf:r. Afnd, on the
contrary, though n the intentions of any
perfon,

Jupsts
eneficent,
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gree of benevolence, on the one hand, or
no blameable degree of malice on the o-
ther, yet, if his altions fhould  produce
either great good or great evil, as one of
the exciting caufes takes place upon' both
thefe occafions, fome gratitude is apt to
arife towards him in the one, and fome
refentment in the other. A f{hadow of
merit feems to fall upon him in the firft,
a fhadow of demerit in the fecond. And,
as the confequences of aions are alto-
gether under the empire of fortune, hence
arifes her influence upbn the fentiments

Rt mal.nkind, with regard to merit and
demerit.

CHAP: IL

Of the extent of this influence of fortune.

HE effect of this influence of for-

tune 15, firft, to diminith our fenfe
of the merit or demerit of - thofe actions
which arofe from the moft laudable or
blameable intentions, when they. fail of
Produc'mg t.helr propofed effects : and, fe-
condly, to increafe our fenfe, of the merit
~ or
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or demerit of ations, beyond what is due
to the motives or affections from which
they proceed, when they accidentally give
occafion either to extraordinary pleafure
or pain. :

L Fuft, I fay, though the intentions
of any perfon fhould be ever fo propet

and beneficent, on the one hand, or ever .

fo improper and malevolent, on the other,
yet, if they fail in producing their effeéts,
his ment {eems imperfect in the one cafe,
and his demerit incompleat in the other.
Nor 1s this uregularity of fentiment felt
only by thofe who are immediately affec-
ted by the confequence of any action. It
is felt, 1 fome meafure, . even ‘by the im-
partlal ipectator. The man who folicits
an office for another, without obtaining
it, is regarded as his friend, and {eems
to deferve his love and, affection, But the
man who not (?nly folicits,
it, is more peculiarly confidered ag his pa-
¢ron and bc‘ncf_actor, and as intitled to his
sefpect and gratitude.  The perfon obliged,
_we are apt to think, may, with fome Juti-
tice, imagine himfelf on a level with the
firft; but we cannot enter in his fentie

but procures

ments, if he does not feel himfelf inferior |

to
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0 the fecond., It is common indeed to fay,
that we are equally obliged to the man
who_has endeavoured to ferve us, as to
him who attually did fo. It is the fpeech
‘which we conftantly make upon every un-
fuccefsful attempt of this kind ; but which,
like all other fine. {peeches, muf’c be under-
ftood with a grain of allowance. . The fenti-
" ments whicha man of generofity entertains
for the friend who fails, may often indeed,
be nearly the fame with thofe which he
conceives for him who fucceeds: and the
more generous he 1s, the more nearly will
thofe fentiments approach to an exact level.
‘With the truly generous, to be beloved,
to be efteemed by thofe whom they them-
felves think worthy of efteem, gives more
pleafire, and thereby excites more gratitude,
than all the advantages which they can
ever expelt from thofe fentiments. - When
they lofe thofe advantages thelefme, they
feem to lofe but a tr:ﬂc, which 1s fearce
worth regarding. - They flill however lofe
fomething. Their pleafure therefore, and
confequently their gratitude, is not perfedt-
ly compleat : and aCcordmgly if, between
the friend who fails and the friend who

fucceeds, all other circumftanges are equal,
there
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6 “Hhere will, even in the nobleft and the .
beft mind, be fome little difference of affec-
tion in favour of him'who fucceeds. Nay,
{o unjuft are mankind in this refpect, 'that
though the intended benefit fhould be pro-
cured, yet if it is not procured by the
means of a particular benefaCtor, they arg
apt to think that lefs gratitude is duc to
the man, who with the beft intentions in
the world could do no more than help it
a little forward. ~ As their gratitude is in
this cafe divided among the" different per-
fons who contributed to their pleafure, a
fmaller fhare of it feems due to any one.,
Such a perfon, we hear men commonly fay,
intended no doubt to ferve us; and we
really believe exerted himfelf to the utmoft
of his abilities for that purpofe. “We are
not, however, obliged to him for this be-
nefit; fince had it not been for the con-
currence of others, all that he ' could have
done would never have brought it about,
This confideration, they imagine, thould,
even in th‘ﬂ €yes of the impartial fpé&a-
tor, diminifh the debt which they owe to
him. The perfon himfelf who has unfuc-
celsfully endeavourcd to confer a benefit,
has by no me€ans the fame dependency up-

on
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the gratitude of the man whom he
meant to oblige, nor the fame fenfe of his
own merit towards him which he would
have had in the cafe of fuccefs.

Even the merit of talents and abilities
which fome accident has hindered from
producing their effects, feemsin fome mea-
fure imperfect, even to thofe who are ful-
ly convinced of their capacity to produce
them. The general who has been hinder-
ed by the envy of miniftérs from gaining

fome great advantage over the enemies of*

bis country, regrets the lofs of the oppor-
tunity for ever after. Nor is it only upon

account of the public that he regrets it. He

laments that he was hindered from per-
forming an aétion which would have ad-
ded a new luftre to his charaer in his
own eyes, as well as in thofe of every o-
ther perfon. It fatisfics neither himfelf
nor others toreflect that the plan or defign
was all that depended on him, that no
greater capacity was required to execute it
than what was neceflary to concert it:
that he was allowed to be' every way ca-
pable of executing it, and that had he
been permitted to go on, fuccefs was infal-
Lible. He ftill did not execute it; and

g though
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though he might deferve all the approba<
tion which is due to a magnanimous and

great defign, he {till wanted the actual me-

rit of having performed a great aétion.

To take the management of any affair of

public concern from the man who has al-

moft brought it to a conclufion, is regard-

ed as the moft invidious injuftice. As'he

had done fo much, he fthould, we think,

have been allowed to acqui-xjc the compleat

merit of putting an end to"it. It was ob-

sected to Pompey, that he came in upon

the victories of Lucullus, and gathered

thofe laurels which were due to the fortune

and valour of anether. The glory of Lu-

cullus, it feems, was lefs compleat even in

the opinion ‘of his own friends, when he
was not permittedt to finith that conqueft
which his conduét and courage had put in
the power of almoft any man to finith. It
mortifies an archite€t when his plans are
either not exccuted at all; or when they
are fo far altered as to fpoil the effe@t of
the building. The plan, however, is all
that depends upon the architett. The
whole of his gemus is, to good judges, as
compleatly difcovered in that as in the ac-
tual exectition,  But a plan does not, even
ko

2N
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to the moft intelligent, give the {fame plea-
fure as a noble and magnificent building.
They may difcover as much both of tafte
and genius in the one as in the other. But
their effeGts are ftill vaftly different, and
the amufement derived from the firft, ne-
ver approaches to the wonder and admi-
ration which are fometimes excited by. the -
fecond. We may believe of many men,
that their talents are fuperior to thofe of
Cafar and Alexander ; and that in the fame
fituations they would perform ftill greater
a&tions.  In the mean time, however, we
do not behold them with that aftonifh-
ment and admiration with which thofe two
heroes havebeen regarded in all ages and na-
tions. The calmjudgments of the mind may
approve of them more, but they want the
fplendor of great actions to dazzle and tran{-
portit. Thefuperiority of virtues and talents
have not, even upon thofe who acknowledge
that fuperiority, the fame effect with the
fuperiority of atchievements.

As the merit of an unfuccefsful attempt
to do good feems thus, in the eyes of un~
grateful mankind, to be diminifhed by the
mifcarriage, fo does likewife the demerit of
an unfuccefsful attempt to do evil. The

defign
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ever it 'may be ‘proved, is fearce ever pu-
nifthed with the {ame feverity as the actual
commiflion ' of it, The cafe of treafon
is  perhaps the only exception.  'That
crime immediately affeting the' being of
the government itfelf, the government is
naturally more jealous of it than of any
other. * In the punithment of treafon, the
fovereign refents. the injuries which "are
imme(ﬁately done to himfélf : in the pu-
nifhment of other crimes, he refents thofe
which are done to other men; ¢ is his
own refentment which he indulges in. the
one cafe : it is that of his fubjects which
by fympathy he enters into in the other,
In the firft cafe, therefore, ag he judges in
his own caufe, he is VEry apt to .be. more
violent and fangl}inaq in his punifhments
than the impartial {peCtator can approve
of. His relentment too rifeg here upon
fmaller occafions, and does not always, s
in other cafes, wait for the perpetration of
the crime, or even for the attempt to com-
mit it. A trealonable-concert; the’ nothing
has ‘been done, Vor even attempted in con.
fequence of-it, nay, a trea.l'onablt: Conver-
fation, is in many tountries ‘punifhed: 11,1:1

the

Q.

Vo LGEfign-to commit a ‘crime, how clearly fo-
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the fame manner as the aftual commiffion |
of treafon. With regard to all other
crimes, the mere defign,  upon which no
attempt has followed, is feldom punifhed
at all, and is neyef punifhed feverely. ' A
criminal defign, and a criminal action, it
“may be faid indeed, do not neceffarily fup-
pole the fame degree of depravity, and
ought not therefore to be fubjected to the
fame punifhment. "We are capable, it
may be faid, of refolving, and even of
taking meafures to execute, many things
which, when it comes to the point, we feel
ourfelves altogether incapable of execu-
ting. But this reafon can have no place
when the defign has beem carried the
length of the laft attempt. . The man,
however, who fires a piftol at his enemy,
but miffes him, is punifhed with death by
the laws of fcarce. any country. By the
old law of Scotland, tho’ he fhould wound
him, yet, unlefs death enfues within a cer-
tain time, the aflafline is not liable to the
laft punifhment. The refentment of man-
kind, however, runs {o high againft this
crime, their terror for the man who fhows
himfelf capable of committing it is fo
great, that the mere attempt to commit it
ought

758
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sht in all countties to be capital. - The
attempt to commit {fmaller crimes is almoft
always pum{hed very hghtly, and {fome-
“times is not punithed at all. ~ The thief,
whofe hand has been caught in his neigh- :
bour’s pocket before he had taken any
thing eut of it; i pum{hed with ignominy
only. If he had got time to take away an
- handkerchief, he would have been put to
death. The houfe-breaker, who has been
. found fetting -a ladder to his neighbour’s
window, but had not got into it, is not
expofed to the eapital punifhment. The at-
tempt to ravifh is not punifhed as a rape.
The attempt to feduce a married woman is
not punilhed at ally tho' feduétion is pu-~ )
nithed feverely. - Our refentment againft -
the perfon who only attempted to doamif- .
chief is feldom fo ftrong as to beat us out
in inflicting the fame punifhment upon
him which we fhould have thought due
. if he had actually done it. In the one
cafeé, the joy of our deliverance alleviates
our fenfe of the atrocity of his conduct; in
. theother, the grief for our misfortune in-
creafes it.  Hig veal demerit, however, is
undbubtedly the fame in both cafes, fince
hns intentions were equally criminal ; and
Q 2 there
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gularity in the fentiments of all men, and
a confequent relaxation of difcipline in the
laws of, 1 believe, all nations, of the moft
civilized, as well as of the moft barbarous.
The humanity of a civilized people dif-

- pofes them either to difpenfe with, or to mi-
tigate punifhments wherever their natural

indignation s not goaded on by the confe-
quences.of the crime. Barbarians,” on the
other hand, when no actual confequence
has happened from any acton, are not
apt to be very delicate or inquiditive about
the motives. ' :
The perfon himfelf who either from
paflion, or from the influence of bad com-
pany, has - refolved, and perhaps taken
meafures to perpetrate {ome crime; but who
has fortundtely been prevented by an acci-
dent which put it out of his power, is fure,
if he has any remains of confcience, to re-
gard this event all hislife after as agreat and
fignal deliverance. He can never think of
it without returning thanks to Heaven for
having been thus. gracioufly pleafed to fave
him from the guilt into which he was juft
ready to plunge himfelf, and to hinder him
from rendering all the reft of his life a
‘ fcene

140

ere is in this refpect, therefore, an irre-/
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'éene of horror, remorfe, and repex}tance.
' But tho’ his hands are innocent, h§ 15 cotl-
~ {cious that his heart is equally guilty as if
he had actually executed what he was fo
fully refolved upon. It gives great eafe to
his confcience, however, .to confider that
the crime was not executed; tho’ he knox:vs
that the failure arofe from no yirtue in

i him. . He ftill confiders himfelf as lefs de-
- {erving of punithment and refentment ; and
this good 'fortune either diminifhes, or
“takes away altogether, all fenfe of guilt.

To réemember how much he was refolved

upon it, has no other effect than to make

tm regard his efcape as . the greater and
more miraculous : for he ftill fancies that

he has elcaped, and he looks back upon
the danger to which

his peace of mind
was expofed, with that te; ror, with which,
one'who is in fafety may {ometimes remem-

ber the hazard he was in of falling over. a

y brecipice, and thudder with horror at the
thought,

2. . The fecond e

ffect of this influence of
fortune; is to incr

dafe our fenfe of the me-
rit or demerit of actions beyond what is |

due to the motives or affection from which 3
they proceed, when they happen to give .
3 _+ occafion
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cafion fo extraordinary pleafure or pain. -
The agreeable or difagregable effects of the
- action often throw a fhadow of merit or
_demerit upon the agent, tho’ in his inten-
tion there was nothing that deferved either
praife or blame, or at leaft that deferved
them in the degree in which we are apt to :
beftow them. .Thus, even the meffenger =~ .
of bad news is difagreeable to us, and, on
the contrary, we feel a fort of gratitude for
the man who brings us good tidings. - For
amoment we look upon them both as the
authors, the one of our good, the other of
our bad fortune, and regird them in fome
meaftre as if they had really brought about
the events which they only give an account
of. 'The firft author of our joy is natural-
ly the object of a tranfitory gratitude : we
embrace him with warmth and affection,
and fhould be glad, during the inftant of
our profperity, to reward him as for fome
fignal fervice. By the cuftom of all courts,
the officer, 'who brings the news of a vic-
' tory, is intitled to confiderable preferments,
and the general always chufes one of his
principal favourites to go upon fo agree-
able an errand. The firt author of our
forrow 1s, on the contrary, juft as natural-

'y
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¥y the objet of a tranfitory refentmept. :
.~ We can fearce avoid looking upon him
'with.-chagrine and uneafinefs; and t}le
rude and brutal are apt to vent upon him
that fpleen which his intelligence gives 0¢=
cafion to.  Tigranes, King of Armenia,
ftrock off the head of the man who brought
him the firft*account of the approach of a
formidable chemy.  To. punith in this
glanuer the author of bad tidings, feems

arbarous and inhuman : yet, toreward
the meffenger of good news, is not difagree-

able to us; we think it fuitable to the
bounty of kings. But why do ‘we make
this diffeyence, fince, if there is no fault
n the one, neither is there any merit
m the other ? It iy becaufe any fort of
. reafon feems fufficient 1o authorize the ex-
eértion of the focial and benevolent  affec-
tionsy but it requires the moft folid and
fubftantial to make ug enter into that of

e the unfocial ‘and malevolent, ;
~ But tho’ in general we are averfe to enter
1nto the unfodial and malevolent affections,
tho' "We lay it down for a rule that we
ought never to approve of their gratifica=
tion unlefs fo far as the malicious and un-
juft intention of the perfon, againft whom

Q 4 they
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they are direlted, renders him their proper
object;; yet, upon fome occafions, we relax
of this feverity. When'the negligence of
one man has occafioned fome unintended:
damage to another, we generally enter fo
far into the refentment of the fufferer, as
to approve of his inflicting a punifhment
upon_ the offender much beyond what the
offence would -have appeared to deferve,
had no fuch unlucky confequence followed
from it.

There is a degree of negligence, which
woulg appear ito deferve fome  chaftife-
ment tho’ it fhould occafion no damage to

- anybody. - Thus, if a perfon thould throw
a large ftone over a wall into a public
ftreet without giving warning to thofe who
might be pafling by, and without regard-
ing where it was likely to fall, he would
undoubtedly deferve fome chaftifement. A
very accurate police would punifth {o ab-
furd an action, even tho’ it had done no
mifchief.. The perfon who has been guilty

" of it, fhows an infolent contempt of the

happinefs and fafety of others. . There is

real injuftice in his conduét. He wanton-
ly expofes his neighbour to what no.man

in his fenfes would chufe to expofe himfelf,

' and
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evidently wants that fenfe of what . is
due to his fellow creatures which 15 the ba.-

- fis of juftice and ‘of focicty. Grofs negh-.
gence therefore is, in the law, faid to _be al-
moft equal to malicious defign*. ' 'When
‘any unlucky “confequences happen " from
fuch carelefsnefs, the perfon who has bec;n
guilty' of it is' often' punifhed as if he had :
really intended thofe confequences; and
his conduét, which was only - thoughtlefs
and infolent, and what deferved fome
Chaﬁifement, is confidered as atrocious,
and ag liable t6 the fevereft punifhment.
Thus if, by the Impruderit aftion above
mentioned, he fhould aceidentally kill a
man, he is, by the laws of many coun-,
tries, particularly by the old law of Scot-
land, lable to the lat punithment, And
tho” this is no’ doubt exceffively fevere, it is
1ot altogether inconfiftent with our natu-
ral fentiments, Oy juft indignation a- = |

gainft  the folly and inhumahity of his
conduét ig exafperated by  ouy fympathy
with the unfortunate fufferer, Nothing’
however would “RPear more thocking to
our natural fenfe of equity, than to bring
4 man to the feaffold merely for having

* Lata culpa prope dolym efts \

thrown
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rown a ftone carelﬂfsly into the ftreet
without hurting any body. The folly and
1nhuman1ty of hig conduct, however, would
in this cafe be the fame; but &ill our fen-
timents would be very different. The con-
fideration of this difference may fatisfy us
how much the indignation, even of the
{pectator;  is apt to ‘be animated by the
actual confequencesof the action. ' In cafes
of ‘this kind there will; if I am not mif-
taken, be found a great degree of feverity.
in the laws of almoft all nations; asI have
already obferved that in thofe of an op-

ofite kind there was a very general re-
laxation of difcipline.

There is another degree of negligence
which does not involve in it any fort of in-
juftice. The perfon who is guilty of it
treats his neighbour as he treats himfelf,
means no harm to any body, and is far
from entertaining any infolent contempt
for the fafetwand happinefs of others. He
is not, however, {o careful and circumfpeét
in his conduct as he ought to be, and de-
ferves upon this actount fome degree of
blame and cenfure, but no fort of pumih-
ment, ' Yetif by a negligence ® of this kind

_® Culpa levis,

he
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e fhould occafion fome damage to an-
other perfon, he is by the laws of, I be-
lieve, all countuies, obliged to compenfate
1t... And though this is no doubt a- real
punithment, and what no morta_l would
have thought of inflicting upon him, had
 itniot been for the wnlucky ' accident which
his condutt gave occafion to 5 yet this de-
cifion of the law is approved of by the na-
toral fentiments of all mankind, Nothing,
we think; can be moye juft than that one
man thould not fuffer by the careleflnefs of
another; and that the damage occafioned
by blameable negligence thould be made up
by the perfon who was guailty of it. .
There is another {pecies of negligence®,
which confifts merely in a want of the nioft
anxious timidity and circumfpettion, with
regard to all the poflible conlequences 'of
our actions. The want of this painful at-

tention, when no bad confequences follow
v from it, is {o far »from bei

ng regarded as
blameable, that the contrary quality is ra-
ther confidered as fuch, That timid circum-
fpection which is ‘Afraid o

f every thing, is
never regarded as a virtue, but as a qua-

lity which more than any other incapacitates
¢ Culpa levifima. N
for
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“r aQion and bufinefs. = Yer when, from
2 ‘want of this exceffive care, a perfon hap-
pens to occafion fome damage to another,
‘e is often by the law obliged to compen-
fate it. 'Thus, by the Aquilian law, the
man, who not being able to manage a
horfe that had accidentally taken fright,
fhould happen to ride down his neighbour’s
flave, is obliged to compenfate the damage.
When an accident of this kind happens,
_we are apt to think that he ought not . to
have rode fuch a horfe, and to regard his
attempting it a8 an unpardonable levity 5
though without this accident we fhould
not only have made no fuch reflection, but
fhould have regarded his refufing it as the
offeét of timid weaknefs, and of an an-
xiety about merely poflible effects, which
it is to no purpofe to be aware of, The
perfon himfelf, who by an accident even of
this kind has involuntarily hurt another,

" feems to have fome fenfe of his own 1ll de=
fert, with regard to him. He naturally
runs up to the fufferer to exprefs his con-
cern for what has happened, and to make
every acknowledgment in his power. If
he has any fenfibility, he neceflarily’ defires
to compenfate the damage, and to do every

thing
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ihg he can to appeafe that animal refent-
ment, which he is fenfible will be apt to

arife in the breaft of the {ufferer. . To make '

no apology, to offer no atonement, is re-
garded as the higheft brutality. . Yet why
fhould he make an apology more than any
other perfon? Why fhould he, fince he

was equally innocent with any other by=:

ftander, be. thus fingled: out from among
all mankind, to make up for the bad for-
tune of another ? This tafk would {urely
never be impofed upon him, ‘did not even
the impartial fpeCtator feel fome indul

gence for what may be regarded as the un-
juft refentment of that other, |

CHAP I

Of the final caufe of this wrregularity of
fentiments,

SUC H 1s the effe® of the good or bad

confequences of actions upon the fon-

G,

timents both of the perfon who performs ~

them, and of othérs; and thus, fortune,
which governs the world, has fome influ-
ence where we fhould be leaft willing to
allow her any, and direfts in fome mea-

fure
3

2 ;
{
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fre the fentiments of mankind, with're-
gard to the character and condu@ both of

oL

themfelves and others. ' That the world”

judges by the event, and not by the defign,
thas been in all ages the complaint, and is
the great difcouragement of virtue. Every
body agrees to the general maxim, that
as the event does not depend on the agent,
it ought to have no influence upon our
fentiments, with regard to the merit or
propriety of his eondu&. But when we
come to particulars, we find that our fen~
timents are {carce in any one infanice ex~
altly conformable ‘to- what this equitable
maxim would dire€t. The happy or un-
- profperous event of any ation, is not on-
ly apt to giveus a good or bad opinion of
the prudence with which it was conduét-
ed, but almoft always too animates our
gratitude or refentment, our fenfe of the
merit or demerit of the defign.

Nature, however, when fhe implanted
the feeds of this irregularity in the human
breaft, feems, as upon all other occaflons,

to have intended the happinefs and perfec-'

_tion of the fpecies. If the hurtfulnefs of
the defign, if the malevolence of the affec-
tion, were alone the caufes which excié-

ed
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ed our refentment, we fhould feel all- the
furies of that paflion againft any. perfon
in whofe breaft we fufpected or believed
- fuch defigns or affections were haboured,
though they had never broke out into any
action. - Sentiments, thoughts, intentions,
would become the objects of punifhment;
and if the indignation of mankind run as
high againft them as againft actions; if
the bafenefs ‘of the thought which had
given birth to no action, feemed in the
cyes of the world as much to call aloud
for vengeance as the bafene(s of the action,
every court of judicature would become
a real nquifition. There would be no
Aafety for, the moft innocent and circum-
fpect conduct. Bad withes, bad views,
bad defigns, might ftill be fufpected ; and
while thefe excited the {ame indignation
with bad conduet, while bad mtentions
were as much refented as bad actions, they,
would equally expofe the perfon to punifh-
ment and refentment. Actions thercfore
which either produce a&ual evil, or at-
tempt to pl‘OdIAC9 it, and therehy ﬁut. us
in the immediate fear of it, aye by the au-
thor of mature rendered the .only proper
and approved objects of human punifh-

ment

@,

)
W
"



Of Mer1T and DEMERIT; Part 11, @L

ment and refentment.  Sentimernits, defigns,
atfeCtions; though it ‘is from thefe that ac-
cording te cool reafon human adtions derive
theirwhole merit or demerit, are placed by
the great|Judge of hearts beyond the li-
mits of ‘every human jurifdiction, and are
referved for the cognizance of his own un-
erring «tribunal. . That neceffary rule of
jultice, therefore, that men in this life are
- liable: to punithment for their actions on-
ly, notfor their.defigns and intentions, is
" founded upon, this falutary and ufeful ir-
regularity in buman {entiments. concern- )
wig merit of.demerit, which at firft fight
appears {0 abfurd and unaccountable, But
every  part . of .mature, .when attentively
furveyed, equally demonftrates. the provi-
dential care of its author, and we may ad-
migc  the. wildom and -goodnefs of God
even in the wealnefs and folly of men.
Nor is that -irregularity of fentiments
¢ altogether. without, its Jatility, by which
the merit of, an unfugcefsful attempt to
ferve, and. much. more that of meer good
inclinations and kind wifhes, appearsto be
imperfect. Man was made for action, and
to promote by the exertion of his faculties
fuch changes.in the esternal circumftances
: ' both

& ' 2672
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* + he may call forth

. whole converfation an

both of himflf and others, as may feem
moft favourable to the happinefs of all.
He muft not be fatisfied with indol.cnt be-
nevolence, nor faney himfelf the friend of

mankind, becaufe in his heart he wifhes

well to the profperity of the world, That

the whole vigaur of his
fOUI? and ftrain e

Produce thofe ends

which it is the purpofe
of his bein

g to advance, nature has taught
him, that neither himelf noy mankind can
be fully fatisfied with his conduét, nor be-

ftow upon it the full meafure of applaufe,

unlefs he has actually produced them. He
18 made to know, that fhe praifc of good
intentions, without the merit of good of-
fices, will be but of little avail to excite
either the loudeft acclamations of the
world, or even the higheft degree of felf-
applaufe. The man who has performed
no fingle altion of Importance, but whofe

d deportment cxprefs
the jufteft, the noble

fentiments, can be jintitled to demand no
very high rejﬂard, even tho’ his inutilit

{hould be owing to nothing but the want
of an opportunity to ferve. We can fill
refafe it him without blame, We can

{ll

Very nerve; .n order to.

ft, and moft generous

Q.
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Sy afk him, What have you done? What'

atual fervice can' you produce, to intitle
you to fo great a recompence? We efteem
you, and love you ; but we owe you no-
~ thing.  To reward indeed that latent vir-
tue which has been ufelefs only for want of
4n oppoitunity to ferve, to beftow upon it *
thofe honours and preferments which, tho’
in fome meaftre it may be faid to deferve
them, it could not with propriety have in-
fifted upon, is the effe of the moft divine
benevolence.  To punifh, on the contrary,
for the affections of the heart only, where
na crime has been committed, is the mofk
infolent and barbarous tyranny, The be-
nevolent affections feem to deferve moft
praife, when they do not wait-till it ke-
comes almoft a crime for them not to exert
themfelves. The malevolent, on the con-
trary, can fcarce be too tardyy too flow or
deliberate,

It is cven of ufe that the evil which is
done without defign fhould be regarded as
a misfortune to the doer as well as to the
fufferer. Man is thereby taught to reve-
rence the happinels of his brethren, to
tremble left he fliould, even unknowingly,
do any thing that can hurt them, and to

' dread
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dfead that animal refentment which he
teels is ready to burft out againfthim, if he
“fhould without defign be the unhappy nd-
,#trument of their calamity,
N(’t""ith&a“di"g, however, © all* thefe
feeming rregularities of {entiment, if man
thould unfortunatély either give occafion to
_thOﬁr evils which he did not intéad, or fail
- M prodacing that good which he intended,
nature has not left his innocence altogether
without confolation, nor his virtue alto-
gcther without reward. He then calls to
His affitance that juft and equitable ma-~
1 Xum, that thofe events which did not de-
Pend upon our condutt ought not to di-
minifh the efteem that is due to us, He
fummons up his whole magnanimity and
firmnefs of foul, and firives to regard him .
felf, not in the light in which he at prefent
appears, but in that in which he ought to
. Appear, in which he would have appeared
) bad his generous defigns been crowned
“With fuccefs, and in which he would ftill
afP PEAr notwithftanding their mifcarriage,
ne Tentiments of mankind were cither
@lt- vct.}?ef‘.candid and equitable, or even
RSrfestly Sonfitent with themfelves. The
«#here candid ang humane part of mankind

R 2 " intigely
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itirely go along with the effort which he

thus makes to {fupport himfelf in his own
-opinion. They exert their whole genero-

fity and greatnefs of mind, to correét in .
themfelves this ipregularity of human na-

ture, and endeavour to regard his unfor-

tunate magnanimity in the fame light i .
which, ha@d it beéen fuccefstul, they would

without any fuch generous exertion, have
naturally been difpoled to confider it.

PART
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PAR T IIi.
5 ' OF the foundation of oyr judgments
| concerning oy own fentiments and
| condug, and of the fenfe of duty.

BBk Py,
X A ; oplipa

. Of the onfCioufnels of merited praife of'
blame,

foregoing parts of this dif~ -
SRR L Nave chiefly confidered the
RS Ndation of our judgments
Concemm! 1€ fentiments and conduét of
Ojihers. I come Now to confider the ‘ori-
g of thofs Concernin s
of th ‘;-dcﬁre,m: the Approbation and efteem
im by live with, which is of fo much
ki fuﬁ)oltange . OUr happinefs;, cannot be
R s, Yot €ly contented but by render-
lng OIII'fc].Ves tht‘j iu and propcr Obie&s Of
ofe fcntlments, and by adjuftin g our owrl
charage, nd congyg according to thofe
m.cafures. and rujes by which efteem and
aPPrObatlon dre mtu,rany beﬁowe d. Itis
R

3 _ not
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not fufficient, that from ignorance or mif-
take, eftecm and approbation fhould fome
way or other be beftowed uponus. If we
are confcious that we do not deferve to be
fo favourably thought of, and that, if the
truth was known, we fhould be regarded
with very oppofite fentiments, our fatisfac-
tion is far from being complete. The man
who applauds us either for altions which
we did not perform, or for motives which
had no foft of influence upon our conduét,
applauds not us, but another perfon. We.
can derive no fort of fatisfaction from his
praifes. - To us they fhould be more mor-
tifying than any cenfure, and fhould per-
petually call to our minds, the moft hum-
bling of all reflexions, the reflexion upon
what we ought to be, but what we are not,
A woman who paints to conceal her ugli-
nefsy could derive, one thould imagine, but
little vanity from the compliments that are
paid.to her beauty. Thefe, we fhould ex-
pect, ocught rather to put her in mind of the
fentiments which her real complexion would
excite, and; mortify her the more by the
contraft. To be pleafed with fuch groungd-
lefs. applaufe is a proof -of the moft fuper-
ficial levity and ,weaknefs. It is what is

¥ [ properly

{
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‘properly called vanity, and is the founda-
tion of the moft ridiculous and contempti-
ble vices, the vices of affetation and com-
mon lying; follies which, if experience
did not teach us how common. they- are,
one fhould imagine the leaft {park of com-:
mon fenfe would fave us from: The fool- .
ifh lyar, who endeavours to excite the ad-
miration of the company by the relation
of adventures which mever had any exif-
tence, the important coxcomb who gives - |
himElf airs of rank and diftinétion which
he well knows he has no juft pretenfions
10, ate both of them, no doubt, pleafed with
thé applaufe which they fancy' they ‘meet
with. " But their vanity arifes from {o grofs
an illufion of the imagination, that it isdiffi-
cult to conceive how any rational creature
fhould bé impofed upon by it. . When they
place themfelves in the fituation. of thofe
whom they fancy they have deceived, they are
ftruck with the higheft admiration for their.
own perfons. They look upon themiglves,
l(':ﬁt ;}n that light in which, they know, they,
i %hztt(i)n ?}Eezlllr to their companions, but
'nions actuall lCl Rt e, thaie R
M ek ylook upon them. Their{y-
perficial weaknefs and trivial folly hinder

R4 them
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oo them from ever turning their eyes inwards,
or from feeing themfelves in that defpi-
cable point .of view in which their own
confciences fhould tell them that they
would appear to every body, if the real

_ truth fhould ever come to be known,

As ignorant and groundlefs praife can
give no folid joy, no fatisfaltion that will
bear any ferious examination, fo, on the
contrary, it often gives real comfort to re-
flect, that tho’ no praife fhould adtually be
beftowed upon us, our conduét, however,
has been fuch as to deferve it, and ‘has
been i every refpect fuitable to thofe mea-
fures and rules by which praife.and appro-
bation are naturally and commonly beftow-
ed. We are pleafed not only with praife,
but with having done what is praife-
worthy. We are pleafed to think that we
have rendered ourfelves the natural objects
of approbation, though no approbation
fhould ever actually be beftowed upon us:
and we are mortified to refle€t that we
have juftly incurred the blame of thofe
we live with, though that fentiment

- fhould never actually be exerted againft us.
The man who is confcious to himfelf that
he has exattly obferved thofe ieafures of

conduct
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~“tondu& which expetience informs hirp are
generally agreeable; refle€ts with fatisfacs
tion on the propriety of his own behaviour
when he views it in the light in whi¢h the
mpartial - fpeCtator ‘would view! it, he
thoroughly entersinto all the motives which
intluenced it ; he looks hack upon every
part of ‘it with pleafure and approbation,
and tho’ mankind fhould never be'acquaint-
ed with what he has done, he regards him~
felf not fo much according to the light ‘in
which they actually regard him, ‘das accord-
ing to that, in which they would regard
hiim if they were better informed. .He an-
ticipates the applaufe and admiration which
in this cafe would be beftowed upon him,

and he applauds and admires himfelf by -
fympathy with fentiments whi¢h do 'not

-+ indeed  attually take place; but which the' "
1gnorance of the public alone hinders from’
taking place, which he kiows arc the na-
tural and ordinary effe@s of fach conduct;
which 'his imagination ftrongly ‘éontidets

Wlt,‘} 1t, ‘and “which ' he' has dcquired ‘8"

habit of conctiving  as {fomething* that |
naturally - and iy propriety * cught'to
flow 'from ' it. "'Meti+ have - ofter’ Volan.'
tanly thrown away lify ro adquire  after
“ death

é
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longer- enjoy. Thexr imagination, in the
mean time, anticipated that fame which was
thereafter to be bettowed upon them. Thofe
applaufes which they were never to hear
rung in their ears. The thoughts of that
admiration, whofe effects they were never
to feel, played about their hearts, banifhed
from their breafts the ftrongeft of all natu-
ral fears, and tranfported them to perform
actions which feem almoft beyond the reach

L,

of human nature.  But in point of reality. '

there is furely no great difference between
that approbation which 15 not ‘to be be-
ffowed ' till we can no longer enjoy it, and
that which mndeed 1s never to be beftowed,
but which would be beltowed if the world
was ever made to underftand properly the
real circumftances of our behaviour. If
the one often produces fuch violent effects,
we cannot wonder that the other fhould
always be highly regarded.

On the contrary, the man who has broke
thro’ all thofe meafures of conduct, which
can alone render him agreeable to man-

kind, tho’ he fhould have the moft perfect

afurance that what he had done was for-
gver to be concealed from every humas eye,
it

267
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S itisall'to nopurpofe. When helooks back
upon it,” and views it in the light in which
- the impartial {peStator would view it,he finds
that he can enter into none of the motives.
which influenced it. He is abathed and.
confounded at the thoughts of it, and ne-
ceffarily feels a very high degree of that
thame which he would be expofed to, if his
actions fhould ever come to be generally
known. His imagination, in this cafe too,
anticipates the contempt and derifion from
which nothing faves him but the ignorance
of thofe he lives with. - He ftill feels that
heis the natural object of thefe fentiments,
and ftill trembles at the thought of what
he would fuffer if they were ever attually
exerted againft him. But if what he had
been guilty of was not meerly one of thofe
IMproprieties which are the objects of fim-
ple difapprobation, but one of thofe'enor-
MOUs crimes which excite deteftation and
refentment, he could never think of it, as
}Z‘l"ll%nas l;lc l;lad any fenfibility left, without
o t%l 2’ ht €agony of horror and remorfe ;
by i tockcon.xld. be affured that no man,
BitalF o bcl?eow 1t, and could even bring
Neve that there was no God to

revenge
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“ revenge it, he would ftill feel enouvh of
both thefe {fentiments to embitter the who}e
of his life: He would ftill regard himfIf as
the nataral object of the hatred and indig-
nation of all his fellow-creatures; and if
his heart was not grown calious by the ha-
bit of crimes, he could not think without
terror and aftonifhment even of the man-
ner, in which mankind would look upon
him, of what would be the expreflion of
their counteniance and of their eyes, if the
dreadful ‘truth fhould ever come to be
known. Thefe natural pangs of an afrighted
confcience are the demons, the avenging fu-
ries which in thislife haunt the guilty, which
allow themrmneither quiet nor repofe, which
often drive them to defpair and diftrattion,
from which no-affurance of fecreey ‘can
protect them, from which no principles of -
irreligion can entirely deliver them, and
from which nothing can free them but the
vileft and moft abject of all ftates, a com-

‘pleat infenfibility to honour and infamy, to

vice and virtue. Men of the moft deteft-

able charaters, who; in the execution of
the moft dreadful crimes, had taken their
meafures {o coolly as to avoid even the fuf<
picion of guilt, have fometimes been driven
by

26l
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by the horror of their fituation,. to difcover '
of their own accord, what no human faga-
city icould ever have invefligated. By ac-
knowledging. their guilt, by {ubmitting
themfelves to the refentment of their of-
fended citizens; and by thus fatiating that
vengeance of which they were fenfible that
they were become the proper objetts, they
hoped by their death to reconcile themfelves,
at leaft in their own imagination, to the
natural fentiments of mankind, to be able
to confider themfelves as les worthy of
hatred and refentment, to attone in fome
meafure for their «crimes, and, if poflible,
to die in peace and with the forgivenefs of
all their fellow-creatures, Compared to
what they felt  before the difcovery, even
the thought of this, it feems, was happi=

" nefs, | L

$ 1By C oI

-In what manner our own judgments re.
fer to what ought to be the judgments of
others: And of the origin of general rules,

A Gueat part; perhaps the greateft part
Al of human happinefs and mifery
aries from  the 'view of our paft conduét,
#nd from the degree of approbation or dif-

appro-
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approbation which wesfeel from the confide-

ration ofit. Butin whatever manner it may
affeét us, our fentiments'of this kind.have
always fome fecret reference either to what

‘are, or to what upon a certain conditien

' would be, or to what we imagine oughtto be
the fentiments of others. We examine it as
we imagine an impartial fpectator would
examine it. If upon placing ourfelvesin his
fituation we thoroughly enter into all the
paffions and motives which influenced it; -
we approve of it by fympathy with the ap-
probation of this fuppofed equitable judge.
If otherwife, we enter into his difappfoba-
tion and ‘condemn it.

Was it poffible that a hurhian creature
could grow up to manhood in fome folitary
place without ‘any communication with his
own fpecies, he could no more think of his
own charalter, of the propriety or deméerit
of his own fentiments and. conduct, of the
beauty or deformity of his own mind, than
of the beauty or deformity of his own face.
All thefe are objeéts which he. cannot
eafily fee, which naturally he does not look
at, and upon which he is provided with ne
mirior to enable him to turn' his eyes.
Bring him' into fuciety, and he is imme-

3 diately
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diately provided with the mirror which he

wanted before. It is’ placed in the coun-
temance and behaviour of thofe he lives with,

which always mark when they enter into,

&

4 .

and when they difapprove of his fenti-

ments; and it is here that he firft views the

propriety and impropriety of his own pai-
fions, the beauty and deformity of his own
mind. Toa man who from his birth was
a ftrangér to fociety, the objects of his
paflions, the external bodies which cither
pleafed or hurt him, would occupy his
whole attention. The paffions themfelves,
the defires or averfions; the joys or forrows
which thofe objets excited, the” “of “all
things the moft immediately prefent to him,
‘¢ould ' fearce © ever be the objetts of his
thouglits. The idea of them could never ins
tereéft him fo much as to callupon his atten-

PR - > - =
tive confideration. The confideration of his

Joy could in him excite no new joy, nor that
of his forrow any new forrow, tho’ the con=

“@:"‘% fideration of the caufes of thofe paflions

Mmight often excite both, Bring him into
iety, and all his own paflions will im-
ﬁm&g?tdy become the caufes of new pal
"S- He will obferve that mankind gp-
Prove of fome of them and are difgufted
by

12 {, ’7
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“»—by/others. He will be elevated in 'the one

cafe, and caft down in the other; his de-
fires and averfions, his joys and forrows
will now often become the caufes of new
defires and new averfions, new joys and
new forrows ; they will now therefore in-
tereft him deeply, and often call upon his
moft attentive confideration.

To be amiable and to be meritorious,
that is, to deferve love and to deferve re-
ward, are the great characters of virtue, and
the contrary of vice, But both thefe cha-
racters have an immediate reference to the
fentiments of others. Virtue is not faid
to be amiable or to be meritorious, becaufe
it is the object of its own love or of its

~own gratltude but becaufe it excites thofe
fentiments in other men. The confciouf-
nefs that it is the object of fuch favourable
yegards is the fource of that inward tran-
quﬂhty and felf-fatisfation with which it
1s naturally attended, as the fufpicion of
_the contrary gives occafion to the torments
of vice. 'What fo great happinefs, as to be
beloved, and to know that we deferve to
be beloved ? What o great mifery, as to be
hated, and to know that we deferve to be

hated 7 |
Ta
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. To judge of ourfelves as we judge of
others, to approve and condemn in our-
felves what we approve and condemn in
others, is the greateft exertion of candour
and impartiality. In order to do this, we
muft look at ourfelves with the fame eyes
with which we look at others: we muft
imagine ourfelves not the actors, but the
fpettators of our own character and con-
duct, and confider how thefe would aftect
us when viewed from this new ftation, in
which 'their excellencies and imperfections
can alone be difcovered. We muft enter,
in fhort, either into what are, or into what
, ought to be, or into what, if the whole
¥ -cirecum{tances of our condud were known,
We imagine would be the {entiments  of
others, before we can either applaud o -
£ - ondemn it. |
® oA moral being is an accountable being.
accountable being, as the word ex-
Prefles, is a being that mult give an ac-
count of its attions to fome other, and
* g;i;ﬁonfequently muft .regulate tbcm ac-
Ing to the good-liking of this other.
q‘::: S accountable to God and his fellow
Cibé\l;lxes. But tho’ he is, no doubt, prin-
¥ accountable to God, in the order of
S time,
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“o-fime, he muft neceffarily conceive himfelf
as accountable to his fellow creatures, be-
‘fore he can form any idea of the Deity,
or of the rules by which that Divine Be-
ing will judge of his condutt. A child
furcly conceives itfelf as accountable to its
parents, and is clevated or caft down by
the thought of their merited approbation
or difapprobation, long before it forms
any idea of its accountablenefs to the Dei-
ty, or of the rules by which that Divine
Being will judge of sits conduct. -

Our firlt ideas of perfonal beauty and
~ deformity, are drawn from the fhape and
appearance of others, not from our own.
We foon become fenfible however, that
others exercife the fame criticifm upon us:
We are pleafed when they approve of our
figure, and are difobliged when they feem
to be difgufted. We become anxious to
know how far our appearance deferves e€i-
ther their blame or approbation.  We exa-
mine our own perfons limb by limb, and
by placing ourfelves before a looking-glafs,
or by fome fuch expedient, endeavour, as
much as poflible, to view ourfelves at the
diftance and with the eyes of other people.
If after this examination we arc fatisfied

with
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T 'our own appearance, We can more
eafily fupport the moft difadvantageous
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judgments of others: if, on the contrary,

we are fenfible that we are the natural otf-
jeéts of diftafte, every appearance of their
difapprobation mortifies us beyond all mea-

fare. A man who is tolerably handfome,

will allow you to lay
Jarity in his perfon |
commbotily infy
ly deformed. Tt ig evident, however, that
We are anxious about our own beauty and
deformity, only upon account of its effect
upon ‘others. ¢ e had no conneétion

“,itb fociety’ we fhould be altogether - iN-
different aboy¢ either, :

) In the fame Manner our firft moral cri-
ticiim

§ are exercifed upon the charadters
and condugt of other people; and we are
all very forwarq to obferve how each of
thefe affects g, But we foon learn, that
others are €qually frank: with regard to our

own. We become anxious to know how
far we

deferve theiy cenfure or applaufe,

gnd whether to them we muft neceflarily
* SPPAt thoR Laprecable ‘o difagreéable
creatures  whicl they reprefent uis.  'We
bcgm UPon this account to examine our

o

S 2 O\v\"n

gh at any little irregu~
but all fuch jokes are

am

Pportable toone wheisieals -
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“own paffions and conduct, and to confider
how thefe muft appear to them, by confi-
dering how they would appear to us if in
their fituation. We fuppofe ourfelves the
fpectators of our own behaviour, and en-
deavour to imagine what effect it would,
in this light, produce upon us. This is
the only looking-glafs by which we can,
in fome meafure, with the eyes of others,
ferutinize the propricty of our own con-
dut. If in this view it pleafes us, we are
tolerably fatisfied: We ¢an be more in-
different about the applaufe, and, in fome
meafure, defpife the cenfure of others;
fecure that however mifunderftood or mii-
reprefented, we are the natural and proper
objets of approbation. On the contrary,
if we are difpleafed with it, we are often
upon that very account more anxious to
gain their approbation, and, provided we
have not already, as they fay, fhaken hands
with infamy, we are altogether diftracted
at the thoughts of their cenfure, which
then ftrikes us with double feverity.

\ Unfortunately this moral looking-glals
is not always a very good one, Common
looking-glafies, it is faid, are extremely

degeitful,
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" deceitful, and by the glare which they
throw over the face, conceal from the par-
tial eyes of the perfon many deformities

which are obvious to every body befides.

But there is not in the world {uch a fmopth—

er of wrinkles as is every man'’s imagm:}—

tion, with regard to the blemifhes of his

own character. ’

There are two different occafions when -

We examine our own conduct, and endea-

vour to view it in the light in which the

| impartial fpectator would view it; firft,

: when we are about to a, and fecondly,

after we have atted. Our views are very
partial in both cafes, but they are moft fo,
wheen it is of moft importance. that they
fhould be otherwife, :

A 'When we are about to act, the cagernefs

of paffion will feldom aflow us to confides

what we are doing with the candour of an

indifferent perfon. The violent emotions

which at that time agitate’ us, difcolour
, OUr views of things, even when we are en-
(!eavoul-ing to place ourfelves in the fitua-
tion of another, and to regard the objects
that intereft us, in the light which they
T haturally appear to him: The fury
of our own Paflions conftantly calls us back |
S 3 tQ
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to our own place,. where every thing ap=
pears magnified and mifreprefented by {elf-
love. Of the manner in which thofe ob-,
jects would appear to another, of the view
which he would take of them we can ob-
tain, if I may fay fo, but inftantaneous
glimpfes, which vanifh in a moment, and
which even while they laft are not altége-
ther juft. We cannot even for that mo-
ment diveft ourfelves entirely of the heat
and keennefs with which our peculiar fi-
tuation infpires us, wor confider what we
are about to do with the compleat impar-
tjality of ‘an equitable judge. - The pafs
fions, upon this. account, as father Male-
branch fays, all juftify themfelves, and
feemn reafonable, and proportioned to their
objeéts, as long as we continue to feel
ithem. -
When the ation is over, indeed, and
the pafions which prompted it have fub-
{ided, we can enter more coolly into the
fentiments  of the indifferent {pectators,
What before interefted us, is now become
almoft as indifferent to us asit always was |
to him, and we can now examine our Own
conduct with his candour and impartiality.
But our judgments now are of little ims
! portance,

214
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“portance, cotpared to what they were be-

,  fore; and when they are moft feverely im-

partial, can commonly produce nothing
- but vain regrer, and unavailing repent-
ance, without fecuring us from the like er-
rors for the future "It is feldom, however,
that they are quite ‘candid even in this cafe..
The opinion which we entertain of our
OWn character,  depends entirely on our
Judgment concerning our paft  conduct-
It is fo difagreeable to think ill of our-
felves, that we often purpofely turn away
our view from thofe circumftances which
might render that judgment unfavourable.
AHe is abold furgeon, they fay, whofe hand
OFS not tremble when he performs an
oberation upon his own perfons and he is
often €qually bold who does not hefitate to
Pull off the myfterious veil of felf-delu~
‘°“’.‘?’hich Covers from his view the de-
formitieg of his own conduct. Rather
than fec our gy, behaviour under fo difa-
greeable ap, alpect, we too often, foolifhly
and weakly, endeavour to exafperate anew
thofe unjuft pPailions which had tormerly
, 3" We  endeavour by artifice to
'.; #Waken oup o1 hatreds, and irritate afrefh
Our almoft for gotten refentments : weeven.
S 4 exert
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“exert ourfelves for this miferable purpofe
and thus perfevere in injuftice, merely be-
caufe we once were unjuft, and becaufe we
arc athamed and afraid to fee that we
were fo. _

So partial are the views of mankind with
regard to the propriety of their own con-
duét, both at the time of aftion and after
it and fo difficult is it for them to view
it in thelight in which any indifferent  {pec-
tator would confider it. But if it wasby a
peculiar faculty, fuch as the moral fenfe is
fuppofed to be, that they judged of their own
conduct; if they were endued with a par-
ticular power of perception, which diftin-
guifhed the beauty or deformity of paffi-
ons and affections; as their own paflions
would be more immediately expofed to the
view of this faculty, it would judge with
more accuracy concerning them, than con-
cerning thofe of other men, of which it
had enly a more diftant profpect.

This {clf-deceit, this fatal weaknefs of
maunkind, s the fource of half the difor-
ders  of human life. - If we faw ourfelves
in the light in!which others fee us, or ift
which they would fee us if they knew ally
arg-
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areformation would generaily be unavoid-

able. We could not otherwife endure the:
fight. -

Nature, however, ‘has not left this weak-

" nefs, which is of {o much importance, al-
< together without a remedy; nor has: the

abandoned s entirely to the delufions of
felf-love. Qur continual obfervations up-

on the conduct of others, infenfibly lead

us to form to ourfelves certain general rules
concerning what is fit and proper either tobe
\OU€ or 'to be ayoided. Some of their ac-
tions fhock all our mnatural fentiments.
We hear every body about us exprefs the
l}ke deteftation againft them. = This fhill
turther confirms, and even exafperates our

natural fenfe of - thejp deformity. It fatif-

€S s that we view them in the proper
In the' fame light, We refolve never to
guilty of the like, nor ever, upon any
EECOUNL, to render ourfelves in this manner
oF Objects of wniverfal difapprobation.
We thus‘naturally lay down to ourlelves a
BEncral rle, that a1l fuch aStions are. to be
avoided, as nding to render us odious,
Contemptible, or punifliable, the objecls
timents for which we have
the

¥
™’
-
—
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the greateft dread and averfion. Other

actions, on the contrary, call forth our
approbation, and we hear every body a-
round us exprefs the fame faveurable opi-
nion concerning them. Every body is ca-
cer to-honour and reward them. They
excite all thofe” fentiments for which we
have by nature the firongeft defire; the
love, the gratitudg, the admiration of man-
kind. We become ambitious of perform=
ing the like; and thus naturally lay down
to ourfelves a rule of another kind, that
every opportunity of acting in this manner
is carefully to be fought after,

It is thus that the general rules of mo--

rality are formed. ‘They are ultimately
founded upon experience of what, in par-
tienlar inftances, our moral faculties, our
natural fenfe of merit and propricty, ap-
prove, or difapprove of. 'We do not ori-~
ginally approve or condemn particular ac-
tions,; ' becauie, upon examination, they

appear to be agreeable or inconfiftent with

a certain general rule.  The general rule,
on the contrary, is formed by finding from
experience; that all actions of a certain
kind, or eircumftanced . a certain man-

. mer, are approved or difapproved of.” Té&x

the

FAL
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heé: man who firft faw an inhuman mur- e
3 flﬁl‘, committed from avaricey envy, or un-
juft refentment, and upon one too that
loved and trufted the murderer, who be-
held the laft agonies of the dying perfon;:
who heard him, with his expiripg breath,
complain more of the perfidy and ingra- *
titude of his falfe friend, than of the vio-
lence which had been done to him, there
could be no occafion, in order to conceive
how horrible fuch an action was, that he
fhould refle@, that one of the moft facred
rules of conduét was what prohibited the
taking awdy the life of an innocent per-
{oh, that this wasa plai violation of that
rule, and: confequently @ very blameable
action. 'His deteftation of this crme, it
is evident, would arife inftantaneoufly and
antecedent to his having formed to himfelf

_ “any fuch general rule. The general rule,
. onthe contrary, which he might afterwards
qug’m,_ would be founded upon the detefta-

f“ o .wl.)icﬁ'hc felt neceffarily arife in his

0 breaft, at the thought of this, and,
. - S¥ery othem particular action of thg famg

S 0 | met R

”'éj“;’ | *@?’ﬁ?&lwc read n hiftory  or romance,

S account of actions cither of gemerofity

" or

\
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51 of bafencls, the admiration which wecon-

~ ceive for the one, and the contempt which .
we feel for the other, neithr of them arife
from refleting that there are certain gene-
ral rules which declare all actions of the
one kind admirable, and all actions of the
other contemptible. ‘Thofe general rules,
on the contrary, are all formed from the
experience we have had of the effects which
actions of all different kinds naturally pro-
duce upon us.

An amiable action, a refpectable action,
an horrid attion, are all of them actions »
which naturally excite the love, the refpect,
or the horror of the fpectator, for the per-
fon who performs them. The general
rules. which determine what actions are,
and what are not, the objects of each of
thofe fentiments, can be formed no other
way than by obferving what actions actu-
ally and in fact excite them,

- When thefe general rules, indeed, have
been formed, when they are univerfally
acknowleged and eftablifhed;” by the con-

, curring fentiments of mankind, we  fre-
quently appeal to them as to the ftandards
of judgment, in debating concerning thede-

gree
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sree of praife or blame that 1s due to cer<
. tain actions of a compficated and dubious
nature.  They are upon thefe occafions
commonly cited as the ultimate foundations
of whatis juft and unjuft in human con-
du&; and this circumitance fceras to have
mifled feveral very eminent authors, «to
draw up their fyftems in fuch a maunner,

as if they had fuppofed that the'originai -

judgments of mankind with regard to'right
and wrong, were formed like the décifions
of a court of judicatory, by confidering
firft the general rule, and then, fecondly,
whether the particular action undey confis

deration fell properly within-its compies

henfion. A,

Thofe general rules of condu€l, wheit
they have been fixed in out mind‘by-habi=
tual reflection, areqf great yfe in corrects
ing the mifreprefenitations of felf-love con=
cerning what is fit and praper o be ‘dong
in our particular fituation. ‘The mani of
furious refentment, if he was toliften'to the
dictates of that paffion, would perhaps res

gard the death of hisenemy, asbuti fmall,

oS : 7
®Mpenfation for the wrong, heimagnes,
e 135 received ; which, however, may be
ore than a very flight provocation,
: But

g
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But his obfervations upon the conduct of
others, have taught him how horrible all
fuch fanguinary revenges appear. Unlefs his
education has been ‘very fingular,” he has
laid it down to himfelf as an inviolable
rule, to abftain from them upon all occa~
fions. This rule preferves its authcrity
with him, and renders him incapable of
being guilty of fuch a violence. Yet the
fury of his own temper may be fuch; that
had this been the firft time in which he
confidered fuch an action, he would un<
doubtedly have determined it to be quite
juft and proper, and what every impartial
fpectator would approve of. But that re-

! verence for'the rule which paft experience

has imprefled upon him, checks the impe-
tuofity of his ipaffion, and helps him to
correct ‘the 0o partigl views which felf-
love might otherwife fuggeft, of what was
proper to be done in his fituation. If he

fhould allow himfelf to be fo far tranf-

ported by paffion ‘as’ to viclate this rule,

yet even in this cafe, he cannet throw off

altogether the awe and refpect with which
he has been accuftomed to regard’it. At
the very time of acting, at the momient in
which- paflion mounts the higheft, he hefi-
, tates
7

28%
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be 15 about to do : he is fecretly confcious
to himfelf, that he is breaking thro’ thofe
meafures of conduct which, in all hiseool
Hours, he had refolved never to infringe,
which he had never feen infringed by others
without the higheft difapprobation, and of

- which the infringement, his own mind for-
bodes, muft foon render him the objeét of

the fame difagreeable fentiments. Before
he can take the laft fatal refolution, he is
tormented with all the agonies of doubt
and uncertainty; he is terrified at the
thought of violating fo facred a rule, and
at the fame time is urged and goaded on by
the fary of his defires to violate it. He
changes hispurpofe every moment; fome-
times he refolves to adhere to his principle,
and not indulge a paffion which may cor-

m the remaining part of his life with the

fiotrors of (hame and repentance; and a
Momentary calm takes pofleffion of his
breat, from thie rofpect of that fecurity
and tranquillity w}‘)ich he will enjoy when

he t : :
€ thus determines not to expofe himfelf to

e ! PY
it l:.z ard of a contrary conduct. But
w‘nheffaft]ely the paffion roufes anew, and
'th fury drives him on to commit

what

293
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“tates and trembles at the thought of what
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;;vhat he had the inftant before refolved to b,

abftain from. = Wearied and diftratted -

with thofe continual irrefolutions, he at

length, from a fort of defpair, makes the
“ qaft fatal and irrecoverable ftep; but with

that terror and amazement with which .

one flying from an enemy, throws himfelf

over a precipice, where heis fure of meets

ing with more certain deftructionthan from,

any thing that purfues him from behihd.

Such are his fentiments even at the time of -

acting; tho’ heis then, no doubt, lefs {en-

{ible of the impropriety of his own con-

duct than afterwards, when his paffion

being gratified and palled, he begins to

view what he has done in the light in which

others are apt to view it ; and actually

feels, what he had only forefeen very impers

fectly before,. the ftings of temorfe and " * '

repentance begin to agitate and tormght

him, '

S E Cu¥.
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o Of the influence and authority of thc.gee
' neral rules of morality, and that they

5, juftly regarded ‘as the laws of the
Deity. s

i I \HE regard to thofe general rules of ;

conduct, is what, is properly called

a fenfe of duty, a principleof the greateft

confequence in human life, and the only

principle by which the bulk of mankind
are capable of directing their actions.

* Many men behave very decently, and thre’
‘the whole of their lives avoid” any confi-

:_'{hrable degree of blame, who yet, per- ‘

!;haPS, never felt ‘the fentiment ‘upon the
Propriety of which we found our appto-

bation of their conduct, but acted merely
from a regard to what they faw were, the
_&ltablifhed yules of behayiour.  The man
- Who has received great benefits from ang-
. #her Perfon, may, by the natural coldnefs
OF his temper, feel bat a very fmall degree
of the fentimeny of gratitude. If he has

T been

20t
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““been virtuoufly educated, however, he will

often have been made to obferve how odi-
ous thofe actions appear which denote a
want of this fentiment, and how amiable
the contiary. ‘Tho’ his heart therefore is
not warmed with any grateful affection,
he will firive to act as if it was, and will-
endeavour to pay all thofe regards and at-

‘tentions to his patron which the livelieft

gratitude could fuggeft. Ile will vifit him
regularly ; he will behave to him refpect-
fully; he will never talk of him but with
expreflions of the higheft efteem, and of
the many obligations which he owesto him.
And what is more, he will chearfully em-
brace every opportunity of making a pro-
per return for paft fervices, He may do
all this too without any hypocrify or blame-
able diffimulation, without any felfifh in-
tentionn of obtaining new favours, and
without any defign of impofing cither up-
on his benefactor or the public. The mo-
tive of his actions may be no other than
a reverence for the eftablithed rule of duty,
a ferious and carneft defire of ating, in
every refpect, according to the law of gra-
titude. A wife, in the fame manner, may
fometimes not feel that tender regard for

her

o
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tion that fubfits between them. If fhe
hgs been virtuoufly educated, however, the
will endeavour to a& as if fhe felt it, to be
careful, officious, faithful, and fincere, and
to be deficient in none of thofe attentions
which the fentiment of conjugal affection
could have prompted her to perform. Such
a friend, and fuch a wife, are neither of
them, undoubtedly, the very beft of their
kinds; and tho’ both of them may have
the moft ferious and earneft defire to fulfil
every part of their duty, yet they will fail
in many nice and delicate regards, they
will mifs many opportunities of obliging,
which they could never have overlooked if
they had poffefled the fentiment that is pro-
per to their fituation. Tho’ not the very
firft of their kinds, however, they are per-
haps the fecond; and if the regard o the
general rules of conduct has been very
ftrongly imprefled upon them, neither of
them will fail in any very effential part of

their duty. None but thofe of the hap~ !

Pielt mold are' capable of fuiting with
eXact juftnefs, their fentiments and beha-
viour to the fmalleft difference of fituation,
and of acting upon all occafions with the

Tz moft

Nl 4

eichiufband which is fuitable to-the rela-
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“wwioft delieate and accurate propriety. ‘The
g coarfe clay of which the bulk of mankind
are formed, cannot be wrought up to fuch
perfection. There is{carce any man, how-
ever, who by-difcipline, education, and
example, may not be {o imprefled with a
regard to general rules, as to act upon al-
molt every occafion with tolerable decency,
and thro’ the whole of his life avoid any
confiderable degree of blame. :
Without this facred regard to general
rules, there is no man whofe conduct can
be much depended upon. 1t is this which
conftitutes the moft effential difference be-
tween a man of principle and honour and
a worthlefs fellow. Theone adheres, up=
on all occafions, fteadily and refolutely to
his maxims, and prefcrves thro’ the whole
of his life one ¢ven tenor of conduct.
The other, aéts varioufly and accidentally,
as humour, inclination, or intereft chance
' to be uppermoft. Nay, fuch are the ine-
qualities of humour to which all men are
filbjeét, that without this principle, the
man who, in all his cool hours, had the
moft delicate fenfibility to the propriety of
conduét, might often be led to a& ab-
furdly
6



‘ "idly upon the. moft frivolous occafions,

and when it was fcarce poffible to aflign

any ferious motive for his behaving in this
manner, Your friend makes you a vifit
when you happen tobe in a ln.lmou.r wlus:h
makes if di(agreeable. to' receive him: in
your Prefel‘lt mpod hlS Cl\’ll.lty is very apt
fo appear an impertinent intrufion ; and

if you was to give way to the views of =

things which at this time oceur, tho’ civil
in your temper, you would behave to him

with coldnels and contempt, What ren-
~ ders you incapable of fuch a rudenefs, is
nothing but a regard o ¢he general rules
\oFtelvility and hofpitalicy, which prohibi
it. That habityg) reverence which your
former €Xperience hag taught you for thefe,
enables you 1o act, upon all fuch ocgafions,
with nearly equal Propriety, and hinders
thofe inequalitics of temper, to which all
MIER are fubje@, from influencing your
conduét iy any very f{enfible degree.. But

" without regard to thefe general rules,
£ven the dyt

€afily obfery

ave any for
yet be {o fie
become of ¢

¢d, and which one can fearce
10Us motive to violate, would
quently violated, what would
he duties of juftice, of truth,.

T 3 of
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. of chaftity, of ﬁdeiity, which it is often fo
difficult to obferve, and which there may
be fo many ftrong motives to violate ?
But upon the tolerable obfervance of thefs

- duties, depends the very exiftence of hu-
man fociety, which would crumble into
nothing if mankind were not generally im-
prefled with a reverence for thofe im
tant rules of conduét,

This reverence is ftill further enhanced
by an opinion which is firgt impreffed by
nature, -and afterwards confirmed by rea-
foning and philofophy, that thofe impor-
tant rules of morality, are the commands
and laws of the Deity, whe will finally Te-
ward the obedient, anq punifh the tranf-
greflors of their duty,

This opinion or apprehenfion, T fay,
feerns firft to be imprefipq by nature. Men
are naturally led to afciibe 1o thofe myfte-
rious - beings, whatevey. they are, which
happen in any country, to be the object of
religious fear, all their oy fentiments and
pallions. They have ne other, they can
conceive 10 othér o afribe to thems;
Thofe unknown imtlligenccs which they
imagine but fec not, mug neceflarily be
formed with {ome fort of refemblance to

thofg

PoFe
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ofe intelligences of which they have ex-
perience. During the ignorance and dark-
nefs of pagan fuperftition, mankind feem
to have formed the ideas. of their divinities
with {o little delicacy, that they afcribed
to them, indifcriminately, all the paffi-
ons of human nature, thofe not excepted
which do the Jeast honour to our fpecies,
fuch as Iyft, hunger, “avarice, envy, re- ,
venge,  They could not fail, therefore;’ to '
aferibe to thofe beings, for the excelience
of whofe natyre they fhill conceived the .
hlghf%ﬁ admiration, thofe {fentiments and .
qQualities which ape the great ornaments of
WMAnity, and which feem to raife it to &
reref{lblance ‘to divine perfeétion, the love
of virtye and beneficence, and the abhor-
*ence of vice and injuftice. ~'The mah who
Was 1njureg, called upon Jupiter to be wit~
nefs of the wrong that was done to him,
and could j0¢ doubt, but that divine be-,
g would beholq ¢ with the fame indig-
‘ hation which would animate the meaneft
of Mankind, whq looked on when injuf~
nc? WVas ‘ommjtted. The man who did
RN e bl 1o e the pibpet
01‘{]“9-' of the deteftation and refentment
of RARRI L and his natural fedby Jed

T4 him
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Bim to impute the fame fentiments 6 thofe
awful beings, ‘whofe prefence he could not
avoid, and whofe power hecould not re-
fift. | Thele natural hopes' and fears,-and
fufpicions, were propagated by {ympathy,
andsconfirmed by education ; and the Gods

wete univerfally reprefented and believed

to.be the rewarders of humanity and mer-
cy, and the avengers of perfidy and in-
juftice.  And thus religion, even in its

- rudeft form, gave a fanction to the rules

of moralify, long before the age of artifis

¢ial reafoning and philofophy. That the
terrors of religion fhould thus enforce the
" matural fenfe of duty, was of too much

importance to the happinefs of mankind,
for nature to leave it dependent upon the
flownefs and uncertainty of philofophical
refearches.

Thefe refearches, however, when they

came to- take place, confirmed thofe oris
ginal anticipations of nature. Upon what-
ever. we fuppofe that our meral faculties
are founded, whether upon a certain mo-
dification of reafon, upon an original ins
ftinét, called a moral fenfe, or wpon fome
other principle, of our nature, it cannot

be
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n the other hand, excite in every huma Ay
Pl'ﬁflf’t fuch feorn and abhorrence, that out
ndignation rouzes to foe them poflefs thole
advantages which they may in fome fenfe .
be faid to have merited, by the diligence
nd induftry with which they are fome-
umes attended, The induftrious- knave
Cultivates the foil; the indolent good man
€aves it uncultivated. Who ought to reap
the harveft? who ftarve, and who live in
Plenty?  The natural courfe of things de-
cides it in favour of the knave: the natu-
ral fentiments of mankind in favour of the
man of virtue. Man judges, that the good
qQualities of the one are greatly over-re-
compenfed by thofe advantages which they
fend to procure him, and that the omiffions
Of the other are by fartoo ftverely punifh- .
Ed! by the diftrefs which they naturally
cgr::;g Upon hin]; and hl.lm.'.".m laws, the

X ,:'Qtle_nccs of human 1c‘nt1mcn.ts, fof-—
i a:vih{c and the eftate of the induftri-
exn-.—m:. l.C:umous traitour, and reward, by
public ;lflilx‘y recompenfes, the fidclity and
oL O(I’th_ofl t_lwrlmpmvulcn.r and care-
divedta tCltlan.’ I?hus man is !?y nature
dmributio(:]correc},. in fomc‘ meafure, thal"

of things which fhe herfelf
U would
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would otherwife have made. The rules
which for this purpofe fhe prompts him to
follow, are different from thofe which fhe
herfelf obferves. She beftows upon every
virtue, and upon every vice, that precife
reward or punifhment which is beft fitted
to encourage the one, or to reftrain the
other. She is directed by this fole confi-
deration, and pays little regard to the dif-
ferent degrees of meritand demerit, which
they may fcem to pofefs in the fentiments
and paffions of man. Man, on the con-
trary, pays regard to this only, and would
endeavour to render the ftate of every vir-
tue precifely proportioned to that degree of
love and efteem, and of every vice to that
degree 'of contempt and abhorrence which
he himfelf conceives for it. The rules
which fhe follows are fit for her, thofe
which he follows for him: but both are
calculated to promote the fame great end,
the order of the world, and the perfection
and happinefs of human nature.

But tho' manis thus employed to alter
that diftribution of things which natural
events would make, if left to themfelves;
tho’, like the Gods of the poets, heis per-
petually interpofing, by extraordinary
e means,

0N
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- refpect with

-

Nomooise’doubted; that they were given us for the

direction of our conduét.in this life. T hey
carry along with them the m‘df’c evident
badges of this authority, which denote
that they were fet up within us to be the
fupreme arbiters of all our attions, to {u-
perintend all ouy fenfes, pafiions, and ‘ap-
petites, and to Judge how far each of them

was either to be indulged or reftrained.
Our morg] faculties are by

no nicans, as
fome have

Pretended, upon a level in this
the other faculties and appe-

tites of ony nature, endowed withno more
right to reftrain thefe laft, than thefe laft
are to reftrain theny, No other faculty or
principle of ation judges of any other.
ove dogs not judge of refentment, nor
refentment of love.” Thofe two paffions

ety be Oppofite to one ancother, but can-
not, with an

¢ ¥ Propriety, be faid to approve
or dlﬁlpprove of one another. But it is
the pecaliay office of thofe faculties now
under ouy confideration to judge, to be-
'ﬂqw cenfure

. Orapplaufe upon all the other
Prnciples of o

. sour nature, They may be
confidered ag
t‘_héi_c pl'illCip‘CS varc the (.)1“.}(3(’}5. E:VC:.Y

There

23%

& fort of fenfes of which |
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N
"There is 1o appeal from the eye with re- A
gard to the beauty of colours,  nor from
the ear with regard to the harmony of
founds, nor from the tafte with regard to
the agreeablenefs,of flavours.  Each of
thofe fenfes judges in the laft refort of its
own objefts. 'Whatever gratifies the tafte '
is fweet, whatever pleales the eye 1s beau-
tiful, whatever fooths the ear is harmoni-
ous. The very effence of each of thofe
qualities confifts in its being fitted to pleafe
the fenfe to which it is addrefied. It be-
longs to our moral faculties, inn the fame
manner to determine when the ear ought
to be foothed, when the eye ought to be
indulged, when the tafte ought to be gra-
tified, when and how far every other prin-
ciple of our natuare ought eithe:r to be in-
dulged or reftrained. What 15 agreeable
to our moral faculties, isfit and right, and
proper to be done; the contrary, wrong,
unfit and imnproper. The fentiments which
they approve of, are graceful and becom-
ing: the contrary, ungraceful and unbe-
coming. The very words right, wrong,
fit, impropevs gr.aceful, unbecoming, mearn
only what pleafes or difpleafes thofe fa-
culties, !

Since

244



‘Since thefe, thercfore, were plaiply mn-
~ fended to be the governing principles of
human nature, the rules which they pre-
feribe, are to be regarded asthe commands
and laws of the Deity,* promulgated by
thofe vicegerents which he has thus fet up
within us, Ay general rules are common-
ly denominated laws: thus the general
rules which bodies obferve in the commu-
Nication of motion, are called the laws. of
motion. Byt fhofs general rules which
OUL moral facylties obferve in approving
or condemning Whatever fentiment or ac-
tion is fubjeted to. their examination, may
much moye juftly be denominated fuch.
They have a myen greater refemblance to
what are Properly called laws, thofe gene-
;‘2}1 rules w
diredt the conduct of his fubjects.  Like

them they 4re rules to diret the free ac-
tions of

furely b 2 lawfu) fuperior, and areat-
tended ¢

0 with ‘the fan&ion of rewards

and Punithmens, Thofe vicegerents of
= Within s, never fail to punith the
Yiolation of them, by the torments of in-
ward ﬂmmc, and felf-condemmation ; and
on the Contrary always reward obccliex}c‘le
s with

2.95
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hich the fovereign lays down to

fen 5 they are prefcribed | moft



~with tranquility of mind, with  content-
ment, and felf-fatisfaction.
There are innumerable other confidera-

tions which ferve to confirm the fame con-

" clufion. The happinefs of mankind, as
well as of all other rational creatures, feems
to have been the original purpofe intended
by the Author of Nature, when he brought
them into exiftence. No other end feems
worthy of that fupreme wifdom and di-
vine benignity which we neceflarily afcribe
to him; and this opinion, which we are

led to by the abftract confideration of his

infinite perfections, is ftill more confirmed
by the examination of the works of na-
tare, which feem all intended to promote
happinef'S, and . to g.uard againﬁ_: wifery.
But by acting according to the dictates of
our moral faculties, we neceffarily purfue
the moft effe€tual means for promoting the
happinels of mankind, and may therefore
be faid, in fome fenfe, to co-operate withs
the Deity, and to advance as far as in our
power the plan of Providence. By atting
otherways, on the contrary, 'we feem to
obftru&, in fome meafure, the fcheme
which the Author of Nature has eftablifh~
¢d for the happinefs and perfection of the
world,

/ Of the SENSE Part 111 @L
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world, and to\declare ourfelves, if T may R

fay fo, in fome meafurc the enemies of

God. Hence we are naturally encouraged

to hope for his extraordinary favour an.d/

reward in the opne cafe, and to dread his

Yengeance and punifhment in the other. . ’
There are befides many other reafons,
and many othey natural principles, which .
all tend to confirm and mculcate the fame v
falutary dottrine. If we confider the ge- | ' % &

neral ryleg by which external profperity

and adverfity are commonly difiributed in
this life, we fhall find, that notwithftand-
ing the diforder in which all things appecar
1o be in thig world, yet even here every

e naturally meets with its proper re-
ward, with

the recompenfe which is moft |
t to Ncourage a5 promote it; and this N
s fo furely, that it requires a very extra- %
o.rdinary foncurrence of circumftances en~ L
, twely 1o difappoint it, What is the reward 3
MOl proper o, tncouraging induftry, pru- '
dence, and circum(pection ? Succels‘ n 4
e¥Cry fort of bufinefs, And is it poffible R
At in the wh)e of 'life thefe virtues fhould
fail of

Aining it}  Wealth and external
honoyyg ale their proper recompence, and

the

‘2o
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el recompence which they can feldom fail

of acquiring. What reward is moft pro-

per for promoting the practice of truth,

juftice, and humanity? The confidence,

the efteem, and love of thofe we live withi

Humanity does not defire to be great, but

to be beloved. It is not in being rich that

truth and juftice would rejoice, butin be-

ing trufted and believed, recompences

which thofe virtues muft almoft always

acquire. By fome very extraordinary and

unlucky circumftance, a good man may

come to be fufpected of a crime of which

he was altogether incapable, and upon that

account be moft unjuftly expofed for the

remaining part of his life to the horror

and averfion of mankind. By an accident

of this kind he may be faid to lofe his all,

notwithftanding his integrity and juftice;

in the fame manner as a cautious man,

notwithftanding his utmoft circumfpeétion,

may be ruined by an earthquake or an in-

undation. Accidents of the firft kind,

however, are perhaps {till more rare, and

ftill more contrary to the commeon courfe

of things than thofeof the fecond ; and it

ftill remains true, that the practice of

truth, juftice, and humanity, is a certain
: and

o~

q®



~eommon ¢oyrfe of

partial juftice

4 . 1€ con~
what thofe virtues chiefly ami_z‘z’ “gth. A
fidence and love of thofe we, 1iﬁ'ep1‘€ fented
perfon may be very sl m“{'on- but it
with regard to a particular albd lbe ,fo i
1s fearce poflible that he ﬂlouf Mt i
regard to the general tenor o n | A
An innocent man may be behevec.ll ks
done wrong: this, however, Wfl’[ blifhed
4PPen. - On the contrary, the € P
opinion of the innocence of his Y
will often lead s to abfolve him Y:hﬂand—
has really been in the fa}llt, nOthl{ e
ing very ftron g prefumptions. A. Arinea
the fame manner may efcape ccgfu; e,‘ i
meet with applaufe, for a particular e,
Y, 1t which hig conduct 1s not

e itually
{tood. But no man was ever habi y

iverfall
fuch, without being almoft /univerfally
10Wn to be fo,

: en

and without bem;g e:vas

: : 1€ Was

freqﬁently fufpected of guilt, w hextl 5 7ol

in reality perfectly innocent.-' ‘_Ul unithed

as vice ang virtue can be either IP inions

Ot rewarded by the fentiments anc OPtO P

of manking, they both, nccord;“g\ en here

. cv

things, mee :

: =

8 more than exatt and

with fomethiy

But
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But tho” the general rules by which prof-
petity and adverfity are commonly diffri-
buted, 'when confidered in this cool .and

+  philofophical light, appear to be perfectly

* . {uited to the fituation of mankind in this
~ life, yet they are by no means fuited to
fome of our natural fentiments. Our na-

., tural love and admiration for fome virtues
- 1s fuch, that we fthould wifh to beftow on

" -them <all forts of honours and rewards,
even thofe which we muft acknowledge to
be the proper recompences of other qualie
ties with which thofe virtues aré not al-
ways accompanied.  Our deteftation, on
the contrary, for fome vices is fuch, that -
we fhould defire to heap upon them every
fort of difgrace and difafter, thofe not ex-
-~ cepted which are the natural confequences
of very different qualities. Magnanimity,
generofity, and juftice command f{o high

. a degree of admi~*"on, that we defire to
fec them erowned with wealth, and power,

and honours of every kind, the natural
confequences of prudence, induftry, and
apphcatnn, quwlities with which thofe

virtues are not 1nfeparably connedted.

Fraud, falichood, brutality, and violence,

Ok

200
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myeans, in favour, of virtue, and in oppo-
fition to vice, and like them, endeavours
10 turn away the arrow that is aimed at
the head. of the righteous, but accelerates
the fiword of deftrution that is lifted up
:%)am& the wicked ; yet he is by no means
u’f ]t;; l‘ende'r the fortune of either quite
Hable to his own fentiments and withes.

. entfre?atural courfe of things cannot be
s Y‘;Onfrouled by the impotent endea-
o to‘? man: the current is too rapid
the’ ¢ 0 ﬁrong fqr hll‘{l to .ﬁop it; and
ke rules which direct it appear to
beft purm ettabli{hed fo.r the wifeft and
feéts wé’i"fcs» they fometimes produce ef-
Mengs, 'ICE fhock all his natural fenti-
thoulq i at a great combination of men,
who e “’a‘l. over a {fmall one; {hat thofe
thgugh_tgnge N an enterprize with f(_)re-
fhonlg .:nd, all neceflary = preparation,
Withoutpa;vall over fuch as oppofe them
acquir cdybi and that every end fhould
ture hyg eﬁab{{ thofe means qn}y W.hl(.‘h na-
© be.a pule ithed for acquiring °t, feems
voidab]e n it? ot only neceflary and una-
PEr for roy,; P, b‘{t even pfeful and pro-
of manking Ng the induflry and attention
* Yet, when in confequence

U 2 | of

=3 ¢
A P ))
s 8



over fincerity ‘and juftice, ‘What indig-
nation does it not excite in the breaft of
~every human {peltator? What {forrow
and compaflion for the fufferings of the -
innocent, and what furious refentment
againft the fuccefs of the oppreflor? We
are equally grieved and enraged, at the
wrong that is done, but often find it al-
together out of our power to redrefs it
When we thus defpair of finding any force
upon earth which can check the triumph
of injuftice, we naturally appeal to hea-
ven, and hope, that the great: author of -
our nature will himfelf execute hereafter,
what all the principles which he has given
us, for the direction of our . conduét,
prompt us:to attempt ‘even here; that he
will compleat the plan which he himfelf
has thus taught us to begin ; and will, in a
life to come, render to every one accord-
ing to the works which he has performed
in this world.  And thus we are led to the
belief of a future ftate, not only by the
weaknefles, by the hopes and fears of hu-
man nature, but by the nobleft and beft
principles which belong to it, by the love

of
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yirtue, and by the abhorrence of vice
d injuftice.

“ Does it fuit the greatnefs of God,”
fays the eloquent and philofophical bifhop
of Clermont, with that paflionaté and ex-
aggerating force of imagination,  which
feems fometimes to exceed the bounds of
decorum; < does it fuir the greatnefs of
“ God, toleave the world which he has
* created in {o univerfal a diforder ? To
“dee the wicked prevail almoft always
SSNEEREHEL Julk s4the [innocent ., dethroned

.

. by the Ulurper; the father become the -

victim of the ambition of an unnatural

fon 5 ‘the ‘hufbang expiring under the,
s f’froak of a barbarous and faithlefs-wife ?
* From the height of his greatnefs ought
God to behold thofe melancholy events

X as 'a fantaftical amufement, without
“~t_‘akmg any fhare in them? Becaufe he
e .. Br€at, fhould he be weak, or unjuft, or
: barbarous? Becaufe men are little,
ought they to pe allowed either to be

“ diffolute without punithment, or vir-
o tuput} without reward? O God! if
: th1.8 18 the charagter +of your Supreme
Bemg 30af at i you whom we adore un-
 der fuch dreadful ideas; 'can I any
U ¢« Jonger

(13
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longer acknowledge you for my father,

“ for my protector, for the comforter of
“ my forrow, the fupport of my weak-
“ nefs, the rewarder of my fidelity? You
‘¢ would then be nomore but an mdolent
‘¢ and’ fantaftical tyrant, who facrifices
mankind to his infolent vanity, and who
‘¢ has brought them out of nothing, only
“ to make them ferve for the {port of his
¢ leifure, and of his caprice.”

When the general rules which deter-
mine the ment and demerit of altions,
come thus to be regarded, as the laws of
an All-powerful Being, who watches over
our conduct, and who, in a life to come,
will reward the obfervance, and punith
the breach of them; they neceffarily ac-
guire a new facrednefs from this confi-
deration.  That our regard to the will
of the Deity, ought to be the fupreme rule
of our condult, can be doubted of by
o body who believes his exiftence. The
very thought of difobedience appears to
involve in it the moft fhocking impro-
priety. How vain, how abfurd would it
be for man, either to oppofe or to neglet
the commands that were laid upon him
by

Cg
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Infinite Wifdom, and Infinite Power !
* How unnatural, how impioufly ungrate-
ful not to reverence the precepts that were
preferibed to him by the infinite goodnefs
of his Creator, even tho’ no punifhment
Was to follow  their violation. The fenfe
of ‘propricty too is here well fupported by
€ ftrongeft motives of felf-intereft. The
-idea that, however, we may efcape the-
- Obfervation of man, or be placed above
the reach of human punifhment, yet we
are always acting under the eye, and ex-
Pofed to the Punifhment of God, the great
avenger of injuftice, is a motive capable
of reﬁraining the moft headftrong paffions,
with thofe at Jeag who, by conftant re-

eftion, haye rendered it familiar to
them, :

Itisin thig manner that religion en-
orces th

€ Dnatural fenfe of duty: and
h?ncc 1t is, that mankind are generally
dlwed o place great confidence in the
pmbfty of thofe who feem deeply imprefl-
o ol h religious fentiments. Such perfons,
€Y Imagine, 25 under an additional tye,
ehdes thofe Which regulate the conduét of
other mep, The regard to the propricty
of altion a4 well as to reputatioff, the

U / regard
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regard to the applaufe of his own breaft,
as well as to that of others, are motives
which they fuppofe have the fame influ-
ence over the religious man, as over the
man of the world. But the former lies
under another reftraint, and never acts
deliberately but as in the prefence of = that
Great Superior who is finally to recom-
penfe. him according to his deeds. = A
greater truft is repofed, upon this account,
in the regularity and exaétnefs of his con.
duct. And wherever the natural princi-
ples of religion are not corrupted by the
factious and party zeal of fome worthlefs
cabal; wherever the firft duty which it re.
quires, 1s to fulfil all the obligations of
morality ; wherever men are not taught
to regard frivolous obfervances, as more
immediate duties of religion, than acts of
juftice and beneficence ; and to imagine,
that by facrifices and ceremonies, and vain
fupplications, they can bargain with the
Deity for fraud, and perfidy, and violence,
the world undoubtedly judges right in this
refpect, and juftly places a double confi-

dence in the rectitude of the religious man’s
behaviour,

CHAP,

¥o 810,
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CHAP I,

In what cafes the
be the fole pri
and in what cafe
other motjves.

R ELJ G TON affords fuch ftrong mo-

tives to the practice of Vil:tuea .;md
guards ys by fuch powerful reftraints from _
the temptations of vice, that many GakS
been led to fuppole, that religious princi-
Ples were the (o laudable motives ot a4k
tion, ¢ ought neither, they faid, to
reward from gratitude, nor punifh from
refentment; We ought neither to protect
the helplefners of our children, nor af-
ord fuppory ¢ the infirmities of our pa-
Ients, from Natural affection. All aﬁ'cc-'-
tions fo, Particular objects, ought to be
.extingUiﬂled n our breaft, and one great
affection ¢a), the place of all others,
the love of the Deity, the defire, of ren-
dFling Ourfelyeg agreeable to him,. -and of
dlrecting our conduct in every, refpect ac-
cordin to 1S will. We Ought not to be
grateful from, gratitude, we ought not to

be.

fenfe of duty ought to
nciple of our con’duCTt;
s it ought to concur with

»od
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be charitable from humanity, we ought

not to be public fpirited from the love of

our country, nor generous and juft from
the love of mankind. The fole principle -
and motive of our conduct in the perform-

- anceof all thofe different duties, ought to
be a fenfe that God has commanded us to
perform them, 1 fhall not at prefent take

. time to examine this opinion particularly ;
I fhall only obferve, that we fhould not
have expected to have found it entertained

by any fect, who profefled themfelves of a

religion in which, as it is the firft precept

to love the Lord our God with all our heart,
with all our foul, and with all our ftrength,
fo 1t is the fecond to love our neighbour as
we love ourfelves; and we love ourfelves
furely for our own fakes, and not merely
becaufe we are commanded to do {o. That
the fenfe of duty thould be the fole prin-
ciple of our condudt, is no where the pre-
cept of Chriftianity ; but that it fhould be
the ruling and the governing one, as phi-

lofophy, and as, indeed, common fenfe di-

rects, It may be a queftion, however, in

what cafes our actions ought to arije chief~
ly or entirely from a fenfe of duty, or from
a re-
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a regard to general rules; and in what
cafes fome other fentiment or affection
ought to concur, and have a principal n-
fluence. ' , ;

The decifion of this queftion, which.
cannot, perhaps, be given with any very
great accuracy, will depend upon two d.lf-:
ferent circamftances; firft, upon the na-
tural agreeablenefs or deformity of the fen-

- ument or affection which would prompt
US 0 any action independent of all regard
to general rules; and fecondly, upon the
precifion and exactnefs, or the loofenefs
and inaccuracy of the general rules them-
felves.

L Firft, 1 fay, it will depend upon the |
Natural agreeablenefs or deformity of the
aﬁf€0ti0n itfelf, how far our actions (hould
arife from it, or entirely proceed from a
regaud to the general rule. N,
Al thofe graceful and admired actions,
to which the benevolent affections would
Prompt us, ought to proceed as much
from the paflions themfelves, as from any
regard to the general rules of conduct.
A b*‘:nefactor thinks himfelf but ill requit-
ed, if the perfon upon whom he has be-
ftowed his good offices, repays them m;relY

i rom
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f a cold fenfe of duty, and without
any affection tohis perfon. A hufband is
diffatisfied with the moft obedient wife,
when he imagines her conduet is animated

- by no other principle befides her regard to
what the relation fhe ftands in requires.
Tho' a fon fhould fail in none of the offi-
ces of filial duty, yet if he wants that af-
fectionate reverence which it fo well be-
¢omes him'to feel, the parent’ may juftly
complain of his indifference. Nor could
a fon be quite fatisfied with a parent who,
tho’ he performed all the duties of his fi-
tnation, had nothing of that fatherly fond-
nefs which might have been expected from
him. With regard to all fuch benevolent
and focial affections, it is agreeable to fee
the fenfe of duty employed rather to re-
ftrain than to enliven them, rather to hin-
der us from domng too muech, than to
prompt us to do what we ought. It gives
us pleafure to fee a father obliged to check
his own fondnefs, a friend- obliged to fet
bounds to his natural generofity, a perfon
who has received a benefit, obliged to re-
ftrain the too fanguine gratitude of his
own temper.

The

H)
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The contrary maxim takes place with

regard to the malevolent and unfocial pafs
fions. 'We ought to reward from the gra-
titude and generofity of our, own heaits,
without any reluctance, and without be-
ing obliged to reflect how great the pro-
priety of rewarding: but we ought al-
ways to punifh with reluctance, and more
from a fenfe of the propriety of punifh-
ing, than from any favage difpofition to
revenge. , Nothing is more. graceful .than
the behaviour of the man who appears to
refent the greateft injuries, mote from a

fenfe that they deferve, and are the proper
objeéts of refentment, than from feeling.

himfelf the furies of that difagreeable pai-
fion; who, like a judge, confiders only
the general rule, which determines what
Vengeance is due for each particular of-
dence ; who, in exccuting that rule, feels
lefs for what himfelf has fuffered, than for
'Wllﬁt_the offender is about to fuffer ; who,
tho' in wyath remembers mercy, and'is
“ipofed. tointerpret the rule in the meft
"E:ntle and'favourable manner, and to al-
'OW, of all the alleviations which the moit
‘“andid humanity could, confiftently with
800d fenfe, admir of.

As

§L
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 As the felfifh paffions, according to what
has formerly been obferved, hold in other
refpeCts a fort of middle place, between
the focial and unfocial affections, fo . 'do
they likewife 1n this. The purfuit of the .
objects of private intereft, in all commen,
little, and ordinary cafes, ought to flow
rather from a regard to the general rules
which prefcribe fuch conduét, than from
any paffion for the objects themfelves ;
but upon more important and extraordi- -
nary occafions, 'we fhould be aukward,
infipid, and wungraceful, if the objects
themfelves did not appear to animate us
with a confiderable degree of paffion. To
be anxious, or to be laying a plot ¢ither
to gain or to fave a fingle fhilling, would
degrade the moft vulgar tradefman in the
opinion of all his neighbours. Let his
citcumftances be ever {o mean, no atten-
tion to any fuch fimall matters, for the fake
of the things themfelves, muft- appear in
his conduét. His fituation may require
the moft fuvere cconomy, and the moft
exat affiduity: but each particular exer-
tion of that ceconomy and afliduity muit .
proceed not fo much from a regard for that
particular faving or gain, as for the genes
A ral
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rule which to him prefcribes, with the

utmoft rigour, fuch a tenor of conduét.

His Parfimony to day muft not arife from
2 defire of the particular three pence which
he will fave by it, nor his attendance in
his thop from a paffion for the. particular
ten pence which he will acquire by it:
¢ one and the other ought to pro-
ceed lely from 2 regard to the general
rule, whicl prefcribes; with the moft un-
Ifelenting feverity, this plan of condu& to
all perfong in his way of life. In this con-

fifts the difference between the character of

a mifer and that of a perfon of exalt ceco-'

f0omy anq afliduity. The one is anxious
about finayy matters for their own fake:
the othep attends to them only in confe-
quence of 4. fcheme of life which he has
8 down ¢ pirmger,

* 1S quite otherwife with regard to the
more SXtraordinary and important objects
i ‘..elf‘imereﬂ. A perfon appears mean-
fpiriteq, Who does not purfue thefe with
fome degree of earnceftnefs for their own
g € Thould defpife a prince who was
s Xious about conquering or defend-
S Provinge. - We fhould have little re-
fpect for o Private gentleman who did not

exert
2
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“etert himfelf to gain an eftate, or even.a
confiderable office, when he conld acquire
them without cither meannefs or injuftice.
A member of parliament who fhews no
keennefs about his own election, 1s.aban-
doned by his friends, as altogether unwor-

thy of their attachment, Even a tradef~

man is thought a poor-fpirited fellow,a-
mong his neighbours, - who does not beftir
himfelf to get what they call an. extraor-
dinary. job, or fome uncommon advantage,
This {pirit and keennefs conftitutes the dif-
ference betwixt the man of enterprize and
the man of dull regulatity. Thofe great
objects of felf-intereft, of which the lofs
or acquifition guite changes - the rank of
the perfon, are the objects of the paffion
propell) called ambition ; a paflion, which
when it keeps within the bounds of pru-
dence and juftice, 1s always admired in the
world, and has even fometimes a certain
iryegular greatnefs, which dazzles the ima-
gination, when it paffes the lLimits of both
thefe virtues, and is not only unjuft but
extravagant. Hence the general admira-
tion for Heroes and Conquerors, and even
for Statefmen, .whofe projects have been

Very

Ky b
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very daring and extenfive, tho’ altogether
devoid of juftice, Such as thofe of the
Cardinals of Richlienu and of Retz. The
objelts of avarice and ambition differ
only in' their greatnefs. A mifer is as
furious aboyt 5 halfpenny, as @ man
of ambitioy about the conqueft of a’king»
O, «

"L Secondly, T fay, 1t will depehd part-
1y upon the precifion and exactnefs, or
the loofenefy anq inaccuracy of the gene-
ral rules themfelves, how far our conduct
ought to Proceed entirely from a regard
to them,
3 The general rules of almoft all the
Virtues, the general rules which determine
What ‘are the offices of prudence, of cha-
rity, of Benerofity, of gratitude, of friend-
many refpects loofe and in-

Ps are ip
dceurate; admir of mnany exceptions, and

Tequire fo 'many modifications, that it is
f?arcc pefiible to regulate our conduét e¢n~
= 4 regard to them. The common
?mverbial ' maxims of prudence, being
ounded ity univergal experience, are pers
haps the beft general rules which can be
8Ven abogr iy, To affet, howcver, a

XY very
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very. (triét. and literal adherence to  them
would gvidently be the moft abfurd and
ridiculous pedantry.. Of all the virtues I
have ,juft now, mentioned, gratitude is
that, perhaps; of ; which the rules are
the moft precife,, and admit of the few-
et exceptions.. That as foon as we can
we fhould make a return of equal, and
if poffible. of fuperior value to the fer-
vices . we. have received, would feem to
be a.pretty, plain rule, and one, which
admitted of fcarce any exceptions. , Upon
the. moft fuperficial. examination,, how-
ever, this rule will appear to be.in the
higheft, degree loofe and. inaccurate, and
to admit-of ten, thoufand exceptions. . I
your benefactor attended you in your fick-
pefs; ought you, to attend him in his ?
o can. you. fulfil, the, obligation of gra-
titude, by making, a return of a differ«
ent kind? If you ought to attend him,
how long ought you to attend him? The
fame. time -which’ he . attended you, | or,
longer, and how much longer?  If your
friend lent you mongy.in your diftrefs,
ought you to lend him money in his?  How
much -ought you to lend him? . When

' ought

B
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ought you to lend it him? Nowy® or to-
MOITOWs Or next month?  And for how
lonig a time 2 It is- evident, that no. ge-
neral“rule can be 1laid down, by which
a precife anfier can, in all cafes, be given
to'any of thefs queftions.  The differ-
ence between his charaéter and your’s, be-
tween his circumftances and your’s, may be
fuch, that you may be perfectly. grateful;
and juftly refufe to lend him a halfpenny :
and, on the contrary, you may be wil-
ling to lend, or even to give him: ten
A times the fymy, which he lent you, and
e iUI’fly be accufed of the blackeft. in-
Sratitude; . and of not having fulfilled tl¥e
hundredsl, part of the obligation you .lie
BRI A% the duties of gratitude; how-
ever; are Perhaps the moft facred 1of all
thofe ‘whieh the beneficent virtues pre-
feribe to s, o the general rules -which
determipe them are, as T faid before, tl‘le
Mok \agcurate,  \Dhofe  which afoertain
the aétiong required by friendfhip, h“: :
ALY, hofpitality, . generofity,, are. ftill
more vague and indeéterminate. _
There s, however, one virtue of which
the general rules derermine with the great-
Wy mi elt

»9
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¢ft exaltiefs every external ation which ;
3¢" requires. - This virtue is juftice. © The
‘tules of juftice are accurate in the' higheft
degrée, and admit 'of no ‘exceptions ox
modifications, but fuch as may be ‘afcer~
Yained ‘as accurately as the; rules thems=
‘felves, “dnd which generally, indeed, flow
from the very famie ‘principles with them.
If I owe aman ten pounds, juftice requires
‘that T fhould precifely pay him ten pounds,
‘either at the time agreed upon, or when
‘he demands it. © What T ought to per-
form, 'how much T ought to perform,
when and where I ought to performit,
the whole nature and cireumftances of
the altion prefcribed, are all of them pre-
‘eifely fixt and determined.  Tho™ it may
"be aukward and pedantic, therefore, to
affeft ‘too ftrict an adherence to the com-
“mon rules of prudence or generofity, there
is no pedantry in fticking faft by the rules
of juftice. On the contrary, the moft
“facred regard is due to them; and he
"aétions which this virtue requires are ne-
ver fo properly performed, - as when the
chief motive for performing them s a re- .
‘verential and x‘(.llglous regard to thofe
general

2
"
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eneral rules which require thems . In the
practice of the other virtues, our ,conc.lu(f_.t
thould rather be diretted by a.certain idea
of propricty,. by a certain tafte for a par-
ticular tenor of conduét, than by any re-
§aid to a precife maxim or rules .and we
thould confider the end and foundation
of ‘the rule, ‘more than the rule . itfelfs
But it is otherwife with régard, to, juftice:
the man who in that refines the leaft, and
adheres with the moft obftinate ftedfafts
Rels, to.the general rules themfelves, is
the moft commendable, and the moft to
be depended upon. . Tho' the end of the
fules_ of juftice be,, to hinder us from hurt-
8 our meighbour, it may frequently be
& Cnme to viplate them,. tho’ we could
pretend, with fome pretext of reafon, that
$Ws Pagticular viglation could do no hurt.
Man often becomes a villain the moment
i “8ns, even in his.own heart, to chis-
“ane in this manper,  The moment he
thinks of departing from the moft ftaunch
and. pofitiye adherence to what thofe in-
violable Precepts preferibe to him, he is no
longer'to be trufted, and ne man can fay
what degree of guile he may not arsive .
X__Y 3 at.

>
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. 'The thief imagines he does no evils
when he fteals from the rich, what he
fuppofes they may eafily want, and what
poflibly they may never even know has

- been ftolen' from them. The adulterer
‘imagines ‘he does no evil, when' he cor-
rupts the wife of his friend, provided he
tovers his intrigue from the fufpicion of
the huofband, and does not difturb the
puacc' of the family. When once we begin
togive way to fuch refinements, thereis no
énormity 10 grofs of which we may not
be capable.

The rules of juftice ‘may be compared -
to the rules of grammar; ithe rules of the
other 'virtues, to the rules which criticks
vlay' down for the attaimment of what is
fublime and clegant in compofition. The
one, are precife, accurate;, and indifpen-
fible. /' The other, “are loofe, vague, and
indeterminate, and prefent us rather with
a general 1dea of the perfection we ought
to aim at, ‘than afford us any certain and
infalliblé direéions for acquiring it. A man

© may learn to write grammatically by ‘rule,
with the moft abfolute infallibility ; and
fo, perhaps, he may be taught to act juftly.

.. Bt
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=Bt there are no rules 'whofe' obfefvance
~will i‘nfallibly lead us to therattainment of

r

elegance or {ublimity in writing, tho' there
are fome which may help us, infome mea-
fure, to correct ang afcertain “the’ vagué
ideas which we might- otherwife have en<
tertained of thofe perfections: - and there
are mo rules by the knowledge of which
can infallibly be taught itoract upon

?‘1 Occafions - with prudence; - with juft
ma.gnani‘mity, or proper beneficence.  Tho'
SERre fate fome which may enable us te
correct anqg afcertain, in feveral refpects;
th‘e 'Mperfedt ideas which we might other-
Wife have Entertained of rthofe virtues. +
' May fometimes happen, that with fhc
SOAG s e carclivd s 66 alting
a8 g deferve approbarion, ' we: may
Miftake t}e proper rules of conduct, and
thu.s be mifled by that very principle
Which ought. to direct us. It is-in vain
SXPect, that in this cafe mankind fhould
éntxrely approve of our behaviour. They
can.ng‘t fnter into that abfurd idea of duty
Which influenceq us, nor go along with
A0y of ‘the actions which follow from it.
ere is Rill, however, fomething refp:;tl-

i e

375

3. of Do TY. ¢ g1t @L



F12 Of the SENSE Part II@L

N O\ A & X ° s !
Zontdble in the character and behaviour of one

who is thus betrayed into vice, by a
wrong {enfe of duty, or by what is called
an erroneous confcience. - How. fatally fo-

~ ever, he may be mifled by it, he is fhil,

with the generous and humane, more the
object of commiferation than of hatred
or refentment. ; They lament the weak-
nefs of human nature, which expofes us
to {fuch unhappy delufions, even while we
are moft fincerely labouring after perfec-
tion, . and endeavouring to act according
to the beft principle which can pofiibly
direct us, Falfe notions of religion are
almoft the only caufes which.can occafion
any very grofs perverfion of .our natural
fentiments in this. way;. and, that. prin-
ciple' which gives the greateft authority |
to.the rules of duty, is alone capable, of
diftorting our ideas of them in any con-
fiderable degree., In all other cafes coms=
mon fenfe is fufficient to divect us, if not
to the moft exquifite propricty of con-
duct, yet to fomething which is not very
far from it; and provided we are in ear-
neft defirous to do well,. our behaviour
will always, upon the whole, be praife-
worthy. That to obey the will of the

v + Deity,
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Deity, is the firkk fule of duaty, all men
are agreed.’ But concerning ‘the particu=
lar commandments which that will may
Impofe upon us, they differ ‘widely from
- One ancther,  In this, therefore, the great-
eft mutual forbearance and 'toleration 'is
due; langd by the ‘defence of fociety  re-
quires that efimes fhould be . punithed,
from ‘whatever motives 'they proceed, yet
2 good man wilj always punifh them with
reladtance, when they evidently proceed
om falfe notions of religious duty. HF
Will nevey feel againft thofe whe commit
thcm that indignation ‘which he feels
BNt othe, Criminals, but will rather re-
El‘et, and fometimes even admire their un-
fortunate firmnets and magnanimity, at
the vy ¥ time that le punifhes their crime.
- ,_ﬂ‘c tragedy  of Mahomet, ore of the
e O M. Violuaiverss Gt well repre-
fented; wiya ought to be our fentiments
= Cﬂ'fmes which proceed from fuch mo-
o4 . I‘n that tragedy, two young peo-
O differtny fexes, of the moft inno-

A Virtuous difpofitions, and with-
My other weakne extept what en-
ars 'ﬂlem the mote to us, @ mutual
fondnefs for one another, ‘are inftipated

by
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by the: ﬁrongeﬁ motives ‘of ‘a falfe rehg:qm
to commit a horrid murder; that fhocks
all the principles of human mature:a'
wvenerable old man, who had exprefied the
moft tender affetion for them bothy for
whom, notwithftanding he was the avows
ed enemy of their religion, they had both'
conceived the higheft reverence and efteemy:
and who was ‘in reality their father, tho™
they did not know himto be. fuch, is
pointed out to them as a. Aacrifice - which
God had exprefsly required at their hands,
and they are commanded to kill' him.
While they are about executing this crimey
they are tortured with -all the agonies
whxch can arife from the ftruggle between
the idea of the indifpenfiblenefs of religi-
ous duty on the one fide,” and compaffion;
gratitude; reverence for the age, and love
for the humanity and virtue of the: per,
fon whom they are going to deftroy, on

the other. . The reprefentation of this ex~
hibits one of  the moft interefting, and
perhaps the moft inflructive fpectacle that
was ever introduced upon any theatre
The fenfe of duty, however, at laft pre-
vails, over all the amiable weaknelles  of
‘human nature.  They execute the crime
impoled

Wb
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Pt pofed upon them ; but immediately dif=, ‘
- cover their error, and. the fraud:which;
had deceived them, and are diftracted with
horror, remorfe, and refentment, Such
45 _are our fentiments for the unhappy
Seid and Palmira, fuch ought we to feel
fof every perfon who is in this manner
mifled by religion, when we are fure that
s really religion which mifleads. him
and not the Pretence of 'it, which. is.made
PEREto. fome. of the, workt.of human
Pafliong,
As a perfon may act wrong by following
3 Wrong fenfe of duty, fo nature may fome-
SMeS prevail, apq lead him to at right in
OPpofition tg jt, We cannot in this cafe be
difp le?fed to fee that motive prevail, which
e think ought to prevail, tho’ the perfon
h.lmfelf 13 {0 weak as to think otherwife. As
nlSICOndu&, however, is the effect of weak-
T ot prindple, we are far from beftow-
18 upon j any thing. that approaches to
opleat approbation, ‘A bigotted Roman
gath"hc' Who, during the maffacre of St
c; ftholomew’. had been fo. overcome by
te-{?Paﬂioxl, as to fave fome unhappy. pro-
d NS, whom he thought it his duty to
'ﬁﬁm)'a Would not feem. to be.¢ntitled to
' thas

o
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that high applaufe which we fhould have
beftowed upon him, Had he exerted the
fame generofity with compleat {elf-appro-
bation. - We miglit be pleafed with the
- humanity of his temper, but we fhould
fill regard him with a fort ‘of pity which
15 altogether inconfiftent with the admira-
fion that is du¢ to perfeét virtue: It'is
the fame cafe with all the other paffions.
We do not diflike to fee them exert them=
felves properly, even when a falfe notion
of duty would dire&t the perfon to reftrain
thenf., A very devout Quaker, who upon
peing firuck upon one cheek, inftead of
turning up the other, thould fo far forget
his literal interpretation of our Savieur’s
precept, as to beftow fome good difeipline
upon the brute that infulted him, would
not be difagreeable to us.  We fhould
taugh, and be ‘diverted with his fpirit,
and rather like him the better for it.  But
we fhould by no means regard him with
that refpect and efteem which would {cem
due to one who, upon a like occafion, had
afted properly, from a juft fenfe of ‘what
was proper to be done. No altion can pro-
perly be called virtuous, which'is not 5e-
companied with the fentiment of felf-ap-
probation. “PARNT
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Of the Errect of UriLiry upon the
{fentiment of approbation.

S'EC\T. L

St

Of the beauty which the appearance of UT1~ |

LITY beftows upon all the produétions of

art, and of the extenfive influence of this
Ipecies of bcauty.

' l ‘HAT utility is one of the principal

by cvery body, who has confidered with any

L) (nad i T Conveniency of a houlfe gives plea-
fure to the fpectator as well as its regularity,
andhe is ag myuch hurt when he obferves the
“OMAry defect, a5 when he fees the cor-
refpondent windows of different forms, or
the door net placed exa@ly in the middle of
the buildiug. That the fitnefs of any fyftem
O machine to produce the end for which it
Was intcnded, beftowt a certain propriety and

Z beauty

%29

fources of beauty has been obferved ;

attention what conftitutes the nature of beau-'
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Eauty upon the whole, and renders the very

KL 1

ought and contemplation of it agreeable,

L,

is fo very obvious that nobody has over- .

looked it,

The caufe too, why utility pleafes, has of
‘Jate been affigned by an ingenious and agree-
able philefophér; who joins the greateft depth
of thought to the greateft elegance of ex-
preflion, and poffeffes the fingular and happy
talent of treating the abftrufeft fubjets not
only with the moft perfe& perlpicuity, but
with the moft lively eloquence. . The utility
of any obje&, according to him, pleafes
the mafler by perpetually fuggefting to him
the pleafure or conveniency which it is fitted
to promote. Every time he looks at it, he is
put in mind of this pleafure ; and the objeét
in this manner becomes a fource of perpetual
‘fatisfaction ‘and enjoyment. The {pe&ator
enters by fympathy into the fentiments of the
mafter, and neceffarily views the object un-
der the fame agreeable afpe@. When we
vifit the palaces of the great, we cannot help
conceiving the fatisfaltion we fhould enjoy if
" we ourfelves were the mafters, and were pef-
fefied of fo much artful and ingenioufly con-
trived accommodation. A fimilar account is
given why the appearance of inconveniency
Al thould

BOP:
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hould render any objet difagrecable both to
the owner and to the fpectator. $
But that this itnefs, this happy) contri~
Yance of any produciion of art fhould. often
- be-more valued, than the very end for which .
% was intended ; and that the exa& adjuft-
ment of the means for attaining any conve-
fiency or pledfure, fhould frequently be :
More: regarded, than that very conveniency /-
O pleafure; i the attainment of waich
their whole merit would feem to confift, has
MOty {q far a5 | know, been yet taken notice
of! day: any body. 'Fhat this however is very
“equently the cafe, ‘may be oblerved in a
thoufang inftances, both in the moft, frivos

; %5 and i the moft important concerns of
Auman life,

' and ﬁhen‘ 2 perfon cames ir.Jto .hi,s chan}bg:r,
of the " the chaiss al} fanding in themidle
i 290 he s angry with his feryant,
and pyghe, than fee them continug in that
» Perhaps takes the trouble himfelf fo
Lin their places with their backs
ituation .. :,rhﬁ whole propriety of this. new
1 Sy arifes from its fuperior canveniency
atcai;w:;g the floor free and difengaged. TO,
himg; oS Conveniency -he voluntarily puts
o Mmore trouble than all he could
. . o have
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ave {uffered from thewant of it ; fince no-
thing was more eafy, than to have fet himfelf
down upon one of them, which is probably
what he does when his labour is over. What
he wanted therefore; it feems, was not{o
much this conveniency, as that arangement
of things which promotes it, - Yet it is this
conveniency which ultimately recommends

- that arrangement, and- beftows upon it the
whole of its propriety and beauty.

A watch, in the fame manner, that falls
behind: above two minutes in a day, isde-
fpifed by one curious in watches. Hefellsit
perhaps for a couple of guineas, and pur-
chafes another at fifty, which will not lofe
above a minute in a fortnight.  The fole ufe
of watches however, is to tell us what o’clock
it is, and to hinder us from breaking any en-
gagement, or fuffering any other inconveni-
ency by our ignorance in ‘that particular
point.  But the perfon {o nice with:regard to

* this machine, will not always be found ei-
ther more {crupuloufly punétual than other .
men or more anxioufly concerned upon any
other account, to know precifely what time
of day it is. What interefts him is not fo
much the attainment of this piece of know-

ledge

BV
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dge as the perfetion of the machine that
Aerves to attain it.
How many people ruin themfelves bff l.ay—
ingout money on trinkets of frivolous utility?
‘What pleafes thefe lovers of toys is not fo
much the utility, as the aptnefs of the ma-
chines that are fitted to promote it. All th.elr
‘Pockets are fuffed with little conveniencies.
€y contrive new pockets, unknown in the
cloaths of other people, in order to carry a
Sreater: number, They walk about loaded
With 2 myltityde of baubles, in weight and
Ometimes in value not inferior to an ordinary
Ws-box, fome of which may fometimes
“beof fome little ufe, but all of which might
atall times b very well fpared, and of which
th? Whole utility is certainly not worth the
atlg,ue of bearing the burden. :
ams it only with regard to fuch frivo-
LU objeds that our condudt is influenced by
this Principle; it is often the fecret m;otivc
‘& moft ferious and important purfuits of
% private and. public life. ¥
€ Poor man’s fon, whom heaven in its
hag vifited with ambition, when he be-
ggn.s %0 look around him admires the con-
100 of the rich, . He finds the cotiage of
his fay €T too {imall for his accommodation,

| Z 3 and
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8Kd fancies he fhould be lodged more at his
eafe in a palace. He is difpleafed with be-
ing obliged to walk a=foot, or to endure the
fatigue of riding on horfeback. Hefees his

_fuperiors carried about in machines, and
-imagines that in 'one of thefe he could travel
with lefs inconveniency. He feels himfelf
naturally indolent, and willing to ferve him-
felf with his own hands as little as poffible ;
and judges, that a numerous retinve of fer- .
vants would fave him from a great deal of
trouble. "He thinks if ‘he had attained all
thefe, he could fic ftill comentedly, and be
quiet, ‘enjoying himfelf in thethought of the
happuu[}, and tranquillity of his fituation.
He is enchanted with the diftant idea of this
felicity.  It'appears in his fancy like the life
of fome fuperior ‘rark ‘of beings, and, in
order to arrive ‘at it; he devotes himfelf for
ever to the purfuit of wealth and greatnefs.
"To obtain ‘the conveniencies which thefe
afford he fubmits in the firft year, nay in the
firt month of his application, ‘to  miore fa-
tigite 'of body and more unieafinefs of ‘mind
#han he could have fuffered through the
whole of his life from the want of them.
He ftudies to diftinguifh himfelf 'in fome la-
borious profeflion, With the goft unrelent-

Y 0
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~=ng induflry he labours night and day to ac-
quire talents fuperior to all his competitors.
He endeavours next to bring thofe talents
i“nt(’-l"fp}jc‘ view, and with equal afliduity {o-
licits every opportunity of employment. For
4 3hys Purpofe he makes his court to ail man-
!&ind; he ferves thofe whom  he hates, and
8.98(quious to thofe whom. he defpifes.
';I’hrough the whole of his life he purfues the
ldea.x Ot a certain artificial' and elegant repofe
Wh'l-c h fie May never arrive at, for which he
fﬂcrnfices A real tranquillity that is at all times
0 his Power, and which, if in the extremity
Of- old age he fhould -at laft attain to it, he
}vlnll find to be 1n.no refpect preferable to that
humble ecunity and contentment which he
'dad abandaned for it, It is then, in the laft
dfegs' of life, his body wafted with toil and
Heates, his mind gauled and ruffled by the
MY of a thoufand imjuries and difap-
Pointmentq which he imagines he has met
Tom ﬁ;ﬁm the JAnjuftice (?f his ‘encmiez, }?r
fri € petfidy and ingratitude of /his
ends, that he begins at laft to find that
wealth ang greatn:fs are mere trinkets of
fuvplous utility, no more adapted for pro-
ring eafe of bedy or tranquillity of mind
1N the tweezer-cafes of the lover of toyss
5 S and

SOV
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perfon who carries them about with him than
all the advantages they can afford him are
commodious. ‘There is no other real differ-
ence between: them, except that the conve-
" niencies of the one are fomewhat more ob-
fervable than thofe: of the other. The pa-
laces, the gardens, the equipage, the re-
tinue of the great are objecs of which the
obvious conveniency firikes every 'body.
They do not require that their mafters fhould
point out to us wherein confifts their utility.
Of our own accord we readily enter into it,
and by fympathy enjoy and thereby applaud
the fatisfaction which they are fitted to afford
him.. But the curiofity of a-tooth-pick, of
an ear-picker, of a machine for cutting the
nails, or of any other trinket of the fame
kind, is not fo obvious. = Their conveniency
may perhaps be equally great, but it is not
fo ftriking, and we do not {o readily enter
into the fatisfaction of the man wha poffefles
them. They are therefore lefs reafonable
fubjects of vanity than the magnificence of
wealth and greatnefs; and in this confifts
the fole advantage of thefe laft. They more
effeCtually gratify that love of diftinéion fo
patural to man, * To one who was to live

alone

ol
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.- aldie in a-defolate ifland it might be a matter
of doubt perhaps whether a palace or acollec-
tion of fiich fmall conveniencies as are com-
monly containedina tweezer- cafe, would con-

tribute moft to hig happinefs'and enjoyment.

; I'he -is: torlive i fociety, indeed, there

can be no Comparifon, becaufe in this, as in

all ‘other cafes, we conftantly pay more re-

gard to the fentiments of the {pectator, than

to thofe of the perfon principally concern’d,

and confider rathey howhis fituation will appear

B People, than how it will appear to

himfelf, f we examine, however, why

t?e fpectator diﬁingui{hcs with fuch admira-

fon the conditioy of ‘the rich and the great,

We fhall fing thyy ;¢ is not fo much upon ac-

count of the fuperior eafe or pleafure which

they are fuppofed to enjoy, as of the num-

petlels ?rtiﬁCial and elegant contrivances for

P TO"noung this eafe or pleafure. He &2‘!'.:*,"‘;

not €ven ltnaginc that thcy are really .;}(1'.‘"'})1';1‘

that other People : but he imagines that they

) P o{T?fs Note means of happinefs. And it is

g ‘Ngenious anq artful adjuftment of thofe

means to the end for whichjthcy were intend-

\ \ .
ed,. that is t]je principal fourge of his admi-
ration,

But

LN



—</But in the languor of difeafe, and the wea-
rinefs of old agé, the pleafures of the vain
and empty diftinGions of greatnels difappear.
To one in this fituation they are no longer
capable of recommending thofe toilfome pur-
fuits in which they had formerly engaged
him. Ia his heart he curfes ambition, and
vainly regrets the eafe and the indolence of
youth, pleafures which are fled forever, and
which he has foolithly facrificed for what,
when he has got it, can afford him no. real
fatisfaction.

In this miferable afpect does greatnefs ap-
pear to every man when reduced either by
{pleen or difeafe fo obferve with attention his
own fituation, 2nd to confider what it is that
is really ‘wanting to his happinefs. Power

and riches appear then to be, what they are, -

enormous and operofe machines, contrived
to produce a few triffling conveniencies to
the body, confifting of fprings the moft nice
and delicate, which muft be kept in order
with the moft anxious attention, and which
in {pite of all our care are ready every mo-
ment to burft into pieces, and to crufh in
their ruins their unfortunate poffeffor. They
are immenfe fabrics, which it requires the
labeur of a life to raife, which threaten every

X mo-
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ent to overwhelm the perfon who
dwells in them, and which while they ftand,
~though they may fave him from fome {mall-
er 'inconveniencies, can prote® him from
mnone of the feverer inclemencies ‘of the fea- '
‘fon. They keep off the fummer fhower,

ot the winter ftorm, but leave thim always

s much, ‘and fometimes more expofed than
before,

to anxiety, to fear, and to forrow;
10 difeafes, 1to danger, and to death.
3 B,m tho’ this fplenetic philofophy,” which )
A ume of fickne(s op low {pirits is familiar
-0 €very man, thg entirely depreciates thofe
Breat objeds of human-defire, when in bet-

‘;ﬁf‘ healthang j, better humour, we never
il to regard them under a more agreeable
afped, . .

rimagination, which o pain and
'fofro‘w feems to be  confined and cooped up
Within our gy perfons, in times of eafe and
Profper itY~'Cxpar1ds. itfelf to every'thing around
Us. Wearethen charmed with the beauty of that
eeomodation whjcy, reigns in the palaces and
reonomy of the great; andadmire how every
8 8 adapted o promote their eafe; to
.FPFevent their wants, to gratify their withes,
;?nfi IQ Amufe angd entettnin their moft friv'o-
'k)us_ defires, ¥ we cotifider the real fatis-
faltion which all thefe things are cdpable of
aﬁord" : ¢

"'f%,, X p:a‘{é\
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affording, by itfelf and feperated from the
beauty of that arangement which is fitted to
promote it, it will always appear in the high-
eft degree contemptible and trifling. - But we
" rarely view it in this abftra@ and philofophi-
cal light. We naturally confound. it in our
imagination with the order, ithe regular and
harmonious movement of the {yftem, the
machine or ceconomy by means of which
it is produced. The pleafures of wealth and
.greatnefs, when confidered in this complex
view, {trike the imagination as fomething
grand and beautiful and ‘noble, of which
the attainment is well worth all the toil .
and anxicty which we are fo apt to beftow
upon it. ' f
And it is well that nature impofes upon us
in this manner. It is this deception which
reufes and keeps in continual motion the in-
duftry of mankind. - It is this which firft
prompted them to cultivate the ground, to
build houfes, to found cities and common-
wealths, and to invent and improve all the
{ciences and arts, which ennoble and embel-~
lith human life ; which have entirely chang-
ed the whole face of the globe, have turned
the rude forefts of nature into agreeable and
fertile plains, and made the tracklcfs and bary
ren

B
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“ren ocean a fiew fund of fubfiftence, and the
great high road of‘communication to the dif-
ferent nations'of the earth. The carth by
thele labours of mankind has been obliged to
redouble her natural fertility, and to maintain
a greater multitude of inhabitants. - It is to
nopurpofe, that the proud and unfeeling land-
lord views hig extenfive fields, and without a
d.mug_ht for the wants of his brethren, in ima-
eiation confumes himfelf the whole harveft
that grows Upon them. The homely and
vulgat proverb, that the eye is larger than
th‘e belly, never wag more fully verified than
withy 'egard to him. The capacity- of his fto-
mach bears no proportion to the immentity
of his defites, and will receive no more than
tha‘t of the meaneft peafant. The reft he is
obllge.d ©o diftribute among thofe, who pre-
llmflc,_ N the nigeft manner, that little which
\:c 1;]mfclf makes ufe of, among thofe who fit
flsn:c ; Palace in ‘Which this litele is to bé con-
in orde alrl’m"g _t.hofe who provide and kecp
b ' allthe different baubles and trinkets,
nefy’ Seemployed in the otconomy of great-

"o all of whom thus derive from his luxu-
i fmd Caprice, that thare of the peceflaries
ki Wwhith thtﬁy would in vain have ex-
pected from his humanity or his juftice. The

prod uce
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o w<produce of the foil maintains at all tixres nearly
that number of inhabitants, which it is ca-
pable of muntammg The rich only felet
from -the heap what is moft precious and
agrecable, ‘They confume little more than
the poor, and in fpite of their natural felfith-
nefs and rapacity, tho’ they mean only their
own conveniency, tho’ the fole end which
they propofe from the labours of all the thou-
fands whom they employ, be the gratification
of their own vain and infatiable defires, they
divide with the poor the produce of all their
improvements, They are led by an invifible’

.. hand to make nearly the fame diftribution of
the neceffaries of life, which would have
been made, had the earth been divided into
equal portions among all its inhabitants,
and thus without intending it, without
knowing it, advance the intereft of the
fociety, and afford means to the multi-
plication of the fpecxcs. When providence
divided the earth among a few lordly mafters,
it neither forgot nor abandoned thofe who
feemed to have been lefeout in the partition.
Thefe laft too enjoy their fhare of all that it
produces. In what conttitutes the real hap-
pine(s of human hfe they are in no refpect
inferior to thofe who woultdl feem fo much
: above

HYL
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above them, [y eafe of body and peace of

mind; all the different ranks of life are nearl)'r

upon‘a level, and the beggar, who funs him-
felf b‘.y the fide of the highway, pofiefies that
=eurity which kings are fighting for. '
The fatne‘pririciple, " the fame love of fy(=
tem, the fame regard to the beauty of order,
of art and contrivance, frcquently ferves to
recommend thofs inftitutions, which tend to
promote the public welfare, When a patriot
exerts himfelf for'the improvement 'of any
part of the puablie police, his condud does not
always arife from pure fympathy with the
happinefs of thofe, who are to reap the bene-
fitof it. ' It is not commonly from a fellow-

QL

fceling with carriers and waggoners that a -

public fpirited man encourages the mending
of high roads, When the legiflature eftab-
lithes pramiums and other encouragements
to advance the linnen or woollen manufactu-
res, itsconduct feldom proceeds from pure
fympathy ‘with the wearer of cheap or fine
cloth, and much lefs from that with the ma-
Nufacturer, or merchant. ‘The perfection of
; P"l*'té, the extenfion of trade and manufic-
Wres, are noble and magnificent objects,
?he Contemplation of them pleafes us, and
We dre interefted in whatever €an tend to ad-

» vance
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vance them. They make part of the great
{yftem of government;, and the wheels of the
* political machine feem to move’ with more
harmony and eafe by means of them, We
take pleafure in beholding the perfeGion of
fo beautiful and grand a {yftem, and we are
uneafy till we remove any obftruction that
can in the leaft difturb or incumber the regu-
larity of its motions. All conftitutions of -
government, however, are valued only in
proportion, as they tend to promote the hap-
pinefs of thofe who live under them. = This
is their fole ufe and end. From a certain {pi-"
rit of fyftem, however, from a certain love
of art and contrivance, we fometimes feem
to value the means more than the end, and to
be eager to promote the happmefs of our fel-
" low-creatures, rather from a view to perfect
and improve a certain beautiful and orderly
{yftem, than from any immediate fenfe or
feeling of what they either fuffer or enjoy,
There have been men of the greatcﬁ public
fpirit, who have fhown themfelves in other
refpects not very {enfible to the feclings of
humanity. And on the contrary, there have
been men of the greateft humanity, who
feem to bave been entirely devoid of public
fpirit. Every man may find in the circle of

his

dUY
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\$yTBi8/acquaintance  inffances -both of the on
- Kind.and the other, Who had ewver lefs hu-
manity, or more public {pirit than the cele-
brated legiflator of Mufcovy? The focial and
well natured James the firft of Great-Britain
&qms on the contrary to have had {carce any
 wpaffion, either for the glory, or the intereft of
s Country.  Would you awaken  the indu~
My Of the man, who feems almoft dead to
amb-’?“m.: it will often be to no pucpofe to
deferibe to him the happinefs of the rich and
the 8f€at; to tell him that they are gene-
rally fheltereq from the fun and the rain,
Bl Bhey arc” feldom hungry, that they. 4t
,ﬂ"l °Mm cold, and  that they. are racely ex-
_pofcc} Yo wearine(s, or to want of any kind.
The moft Cloquent exhortation of this kind ,
tle effe& upon him. If you
.~ 1ope to fucceed, you muit dgltribe
to hlm the Convgnicncy and arrangement of
the different apartments in their palaces;
Jou myf explain to him the propriety of
their €quipages, and point out to him the
S9her, the  order, and  the different  of-
98 of al]l their attendants. If any thing
% Capable of makipg impreffion upon him
this will, * Yet all thefe things tend only to
Keep off the fun and the min, to five them
fom hungcr and cold, from want and wea~
Aa rinels,

will haye* lit
would h
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Tn the fame manrer, 'if 'you'''would
implant public virtue in the breaft of him;,
who feems heedlefs of the intereft of his couns
try, it will often be to no purpofe to tell himy
what fuperior advantages’ the fubje@s ofa
well-governed ftate ‘enjoy; that they'are-bet~
ter lodged, that they are’ better ' ¢lodthed)
that they are better fed. Thefe confided

- rations will commonly make no great impref:
fion. You will be more likely to perfuade,
if you deferibe the great fyftem of public/po=
lice which procures thefe advantages, if you
explain the conne@ions and dependencies ‘of
its feveral parts, their mutnal fabordination
to one another, and their general” fubfervi-
ency to the happinefs of the fociety 5 if iyou
fhow how this fyftem might be introduced

- jinto his own country, what it is 'that hinders
it from taking place thére at prefent; Kow
thofe obftruétions might be removed, andall
the feyeral wheels of the machine of govern-
ment be made to move with more harmony
and fmoothnefs,” without grating upon one
another, or mutually retarding one another’s
motions. It is fcarce pofiible that a'man
fhould liften to a difcourfe of this kind, and
not feel himfelf animated to fome degree of -
public fpirit. He will, at leaft for the mo-
ment, fecl fome defite to remiove thofe ob=

{tructions
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ructions, and to put into motion fo,beautiful
and {o orderly a machine. N othing tends fo
much to promote public {pirit as the f?u_d)’ of
\POIiﬁCS, of the feveral {yftems of civil go-
vernment, their advantages and difadvans
tages, of the conftitution of our own coun~
try, its ﬁtuation, and intereft with regard to

oreign Dations, its commerce, its defence,
the difadvantageé it labours under, the dan-
8¢S to which j¢ may be expofed, how to re=
mave the one, and how to guard againft the
qther. Pon this account political difquifi-
Liong, if juft, and reafonable, and practicable,
are of all the works of {peculation the moft
ufeful, Even the weakeft and the worft of
them g4 not altogether without ‘their utility.
They ferve at leaft to animate the public paf-
008 of mep, and rouze them to feek out the

WS of i appinefs of the {o-
ciety, promotmg the happinefs o

Axd CHAP,
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Of the beauty which the appearance of uti-
lity beftows upon the characters and aci-
ons of men; and how far the perception

- of this beauty may be regarded as .one of
the original principles of approbation.

HE charaers of men, as well as the

: contrivances of art, or the inftitutions of
civil government, may be fitted either to pro-
mote or to diftarb the happinefs both of the
individual and of the fociety. The pradent,
the equitable, the adive, refolute and, {ober
charaéter promifes profperity and fatisfaltion,
both to the perfon himfelf and to every one
connedted with him. The rath, the infolent,
the flothful, effeminate and voluptuous, on
the contrary forbodes ruin to the individual,
and misfortune to all who have any thing to
do with him. The firft turn of mind has
at - leaft all the beauty which can belong to
the moft perfet machine that was ever in-
vented for promoting the moft agreeable pur-
pofe ¢ and the fecond all the deformity of the
moft

M0
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T clumfy contrivance. What
inftitution of government could tend fo much
to promote the happinefs of mankind as thtz
general prevalence of wifdom and virtue?
All government s but an imperfe& remedy
for the deficiency of thefe. Whatever beauty,
.the’rcfore’ can bclong to CiVil government up—
ORaccount of jts utility, muft in a far fupe-
rior degree belong to thefe. On the contrary,
FAACivil policy can be fo ruinous and de-
ftructive the vices of men. The fatal
effe@s of 1ag government arife from mo-
thing, py, that it does not fufficiently guard
ag.qi.nﬁ the mifchiefs which human ‘wicked-
Defs: gives occaion to.

This beauty and deformity which charac-
S aPpear to derive from their ufefulnefs or
iflmﬁ‘v‘eniency, are apt to firike, in a pecu-
liar Manner, thofe who confider in an abftract
and philofophical light, the a@ions and: con-
X OFinankind, - When a philofopher oy
to'examine why humanity is approved of, or
Cruelty condemned, he does not always form
to himfclf iﬁ a VCI')’ clear and diftin& manner,
the ConCeption of any oné particular ahich
Cither of cruelty or of humanity, but is com-
only “contented ‘with the vagite and indc-—_
erminage idea which the general names, ot

A a'g thofe
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ofe qualities fuggeft to him. But it is in.
‘particular inftances only that the propricty or
impropriety, the merit and demerit of a&ions
is very obvious and difcernible. It is only
when particular examples are given that we
perceive diftinély either the concord or difa-
greement between our ownaffectionsand thofe
of theagent, or feel a focial gratitude arife to-
wards him in the onecafe, or a fympathetic re-

- fentment in the other. When we confider vir-

_ tue and vice in anabftra& and general manner,
the qualities by which they excite thefe fe-
veral {entiments feem in a great meafure to
difappear, and the fentiments themfclves be-
come lefs cbvious and difcernible.  On the
contrary the happy effects of the one and the
fatal confequences, of the other {cem then to p
rife up to the view, and as it were to ftand
out and diftinguifh themfelves from all the
other qualities of either,

The fame ingenious and agreeable author
who firft explained why utility pleafes, has
been fo ftruck with this view of things, as
to refolve onr whole approbation of virtue
into a perception of this fpecies of beauty
which: refults from the appearance of utility.
No qualities of the mind, he obferves, are °
approved of as virtuous, but fuch as are ufe-

ful
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7., ABLOL agreeable either to the perfon himfelf or
to others ; and no qualities are difapproved of |
asvitious but fuch as have a contrary tendency.
And, natyre, indeed, feems to have {o. hap-

- 'Pilly adjufted our fentiments of approbation
2k difapprobation, to the conveniency both
of the individual and of the fociety, that af-
ter the ﬁ_r‘i&eﬁ examination it will be found,
I believe, ‘that this is univerfally the cafe.
Bqt full 1 affirm, that it is not the view of
o utility or hurtfulnefs which is either the
firt or. Principal fource of our approbation
Ly ifaPP"Obation. Thefe fentiments are
T .qoubt enhanced and enlivened by the
Perception of the beauty or deformity which
Ifffults,fmm this utility or hurtfulpels. But
ﬁ?"" I fay, they arc ofiginally and cffentially
dlfl::rcnt from thig perception.

L OF Biefk of a1] it feems impofiible  that
thie aPProbation of yirtue fhould be a fenti-
- WOSntiof the fame kind with that by WN_\Ch :
V€ approve of convenient and well contrived

lding‘ or that we thould have no other
reaon for Praifing a man than that for which
s “Ommend  cheft of drawers.

Aud fCCOnd]y it will be found, upon exas
ﬂ}lnation’ that the ufefulnefs of any difpofi-
Hon. of mind s feldom the firft ground of

Aa 4 our
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our approbation ; and that the fentiment of
approbation always involves in it a fenfe of
propriety quite diftinét from the perception
of utility,. We may obferve this with regard
to all the qualities which are approved of as
virtuous, both thofe which, according to
this fyfiem, are originally valued as ufeful to
ourfelves, as well as thofe which are efteem=
ed on account of their ufefulnefs to others,
_‘The qualities moft ufeful to ourfelves are
firft of all fuperior reafon and underftand-
ing, by which we are capable of difcerning
the remote confequences of all ouy adtions,
and of forfecing the advantage or detriment
which 1s likely to refult from them : and fe-
‘condly, felf-command, by which we are en-
abled to abftain from prefent plealure or to
endure prefent pain, in order to obtain a
greater pleafure or to avoid a greater pain
‘in fome future time. In the union of thofe
‘two qualities confifts the virtue of prudence,
of all the virtues that which is moft ufeful to’
the individual.
With regard to the ficlt of thofe qualities,
it has been obferved upon a former occafion
that fuperior reafon and underftanding are
otiginally approved of as juft and right and
accuraté, and not meerly as ufeful or ad-
‘vantas

Hs -
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vantageous. It ‘is in the abftrufer fciences,
particularly in the higher parts of mathema-
tics, that the greateft and moft admired ex-
ertions of human reafon have been difplayed.
Put the utility of thofe fciences, either to the'
individual or to the public, is not very obvi-
Ous, and to prove it requires a difcuffion
:Zhlch is not always very. eafily comprehend-
el It was not, therefore, their utility which
raﬁogecomn}ended them to the Public' ac_lml-
Upon 3 ﬂT.hlS quality’ was but little infifted
reply’t 1 it became neceflary to make fome
1 tho the reproaches of thofe, who, hav-
78 Yemfelves no tafte for fuch fublime dif-

Coverjeg g
' ende ¥
ufclefs, avoured to depreciate them as

That felf 5
by which, command, in the fame manner,

order ¢ we reftrain our prefent appetites in
h Q gratify them more fully upon ano-

£ Occafion -
lor
the af; 1 is approved of as much under

Whep oct of propriety as under that of utility.

n v ) ;
Which We a& in this manner the fentiments

Coing; d’: l?.epce our conduct feem exadly to
fpeator with thofe of the f.pe:é’ta-tor. The
Prefent , 9€s not feel tl.lc follicitations of our
Weare toi‘:ﬁhtcs. T'o him the pleafure which
is juft o imloy aweek hence,ora year hence,
Crefting as that which we are to

Cn']()y
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“enjoy this!\moment. » When for the fike. (of
the prefent, therefore; we facrifice the fature,
our conduét appears to him abfutd and ex+
travagant in the higheft degree, and he can-
not enter into the principles which influénce
it. . On the contfary, when we abftain frony
prefent pléafure, in order to fecure greater
pleafure to come, when we aét - as if the re-

** mote object interefted us'as much as that

3 which immediately prefles upon the fenfes,
as our affe@ions exacily. correfpond with his
own, he cannot fail to approve of our beha~
viour : and as he knows from experience,
how. few are capable of this felf-command
he looks upon our condu& with a confidera-.
ble degree of wonder and admiration. Hence
arifes that \eminent efteem with which all
men ~paturally regard a fteady perfeverance

‘ in the pradtice of frugality, induftry and ap-
plication, though direted to no other purpofe
than the acquifition of fortune. The refolute
firmnefs of the perfonwho aéts in this manner,
and in order to obtain a great.though remote
advantage, not only gives up ' all prefent
pleafures, but endures the greateft ‘labour
both of mind and body, neceffarily com-
mands our approbation. That view of his
intereft and happinefs which appears to re-

gulate

-
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dlate his condu, exa&ly  tallies with
the idea which we naturally form of it.

here is ‘the moft perfect correfpondence .
between  his fentiments and our own, and
‘at the fam'e time, from our experience of
fhc €ommon weaknefs of human nature, it
}Z;ag?rrelfpondence which we could not rea-
S yth ave exPe&C('i. We not only ap-
¥ i\is erefore, but in ‘fom.c meafure ad-
confs deriﬁ?ndu&’ and think it worthy of 2
’ Confgiouﬁ!?degrcc Pf appl.aufc. It is ic

and Cﬁcen: . 1°f tf}ls merited approbation
Porting thew tich 13 alc_)ne capable of fup-~
The pleafus agent in this tenor .of conduct.
eace inter ?}Wthh e R R

. Whiche s us fo htfle in comparifon with
which ¢}, f,:”e nay ‘enjoy to day, the pafiion
in compari(‘rﬂ excites, is naFuraHy fo weak
which the fon “’{th that .vxolcnt emotion
that the on econd is apt to give occafion to,
the othe; : CO“ld_ never be any balance to
fenfe of ’[_ un!CfS 1t was fuppor-ted by the
we mcri}: egpl'lety, by the confcnoufne.fs that
every bog ghc C_ﬁ_ecrp and approbation of
that we b}’, Y aéling in the one way, an.d
Contempt cCame t}}? proper objcé.ts of their
other, and derifion by behaving in the

t

Humanity,

»$.&



fpirit, are the qualities moft nfeful to others.
Wherein confifts the propriety of humanity
and juftice’bas been explained upon a former
eccafion, where it was fhewn how much our
efteem and approbation of thofe qualities de-
pended wpon. the concord between the af-
fections of the agent and thofe of the fpec-
tators. '

The propricty of generofity and public
fpirit is founded upon the fame principle
with that of juftice. Generofity is diffe-
rent from humanity. Thofe two qualities,
which at firflt fight feem fo nearly allied, do
not always belong to the fame perfon. Hu-
manity is the virtue of a. woman, generofity
of a man. The fair fex, who have com-
monly much more tendernefs than ours, have
feldom fo much generofity. = That women
rarely make confiderable donations is an ob-
fervation of the civil law 2, Humanity confifts
merely in the exquifite fellow-feeling which

the fpectator entertains with the fentiments

of the perfons principally concerned fo as
to gricve for their fufferings, to refent their
injuries, and rejoice at their good fortune.

2 Raro mulicres donare folent.

The

»6L
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denial, no felf-command, no great exertion
of the fenfe of propriety. ,Tl‘fey confift :}1;1-
ly in doing ‘what'_this exquifite {ympathy
would 'of 'its o _
But it ig otherways with ‘generofity.  We'ne-
VErare generoys except when in fome refpect
We prefer fome other perfon to oqrff:lvcs, and
facrifice fome great and importart intereft of
our own tg ap equal intercft of a friend of
of a fuperiop, The man who gives up .hls
Pretenfionstg 4y, office thatwas the greatobject
of his ambition, becaufe, he imagines tf_l.at
the fervices &f another are better entitled to it ;
the man whe expofes his life to defend that
&: his friend, which he judges to be of more
"PPo""mCC, neither of them a& from huma-

Dity, or becaufe they feel more exquifitely
What cong

Concerpg them elves, They both confider
thofe

Ppofite interefts not in the light in
whicl, they Naturally appear to themfelves,
but in that i, which they appear to others.
10 every byﬂander the fuccefs or preferva=
Uon of thio other perfon may juftly be more
mtercﬁing than their own, but it cannot b'c
foto themfelves. When to theinterell of this
other Petfon, therefore, they fagrifice th;n‘

; ke o= own ;

b X

erns that other perfon than what

SL.

he moft humane “actions require no felf-

wn accord prompt us to do.
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oW1 ; they accommodate themfelves to the' '
fentiments of the fpectator, and by an effort
of magnanimity act according to thofe views
of things which they feel, muft naturally oc-
cur to apy third perfon. The foldier who
+ throws away his life in order to defend that
of his officer, would perhaps be but little af-
feCted by the death of that officer, if it
fhould happen without any fault of his own,
and a very {mall difafter which had befallen
himfelf might excite a much more lively for-:
row. But when he endeavours to aé& fo'as
to deferve applaufe, and to make the impar-
tial {pectator enter into the principles of his
condud, he feels that to every body but him-
felf his own life is a trifle compared with that
of his officer, and that when he facrifices the
one to the other, he alls quite properly and
agreeably to what would be the natural ap-
prehenfions of every imipartial byftander,

It is the fame cafe with the greater exertions
of public {pirit. When a young officer expofes
his life to acquire fome inconfiderable addi-
tion to the dominions of his fovereign, it is
not, becaufe the acquifition of the new territory
is to himfelf an obje@ more defireable than
the prefervation of his own life, To him his
own life is of infinitely more value than the

conqueft
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vy S

cofiqueft of ia whole kingdom for the flate
which ‘he ferves. .- But when he compares
thofe two objects with. one another, ke docs
not’ view them in the light, in which they
naturally ‘appear to. himfelf, but in that, in
which they appear to the nation” he fights .
for. +/T6 ‘them the 'fuccefs of the war is of
_'the higheft importance ; the life of a private
perfon of ‘fearce any confequence. When
gf} puts himftlf i ¢heir fituation, he imme=
O';atgly feels that he cannot be too prodigal
£ his blood, i by fhedding it he can pro-
© Mote {5 valuable o purpofe.  In thus thwart-
Ing from a fenfe of duty and propriety; the
p fongeft of all natural propenfitics, confifts
ane :crmfm of his conduct. There is many
ftat; oneft Englifhman, who in his private
T onwould be more ferioufly difturbed bythe
MinOf a guinea than by the national lofs of
\ cfuf’TCG,wllo yet,had it been in his power to
life 0d that fortrefs, would have facrificed his
S thoufand times, rather than, through
his fapiy 1, . : F
B "‘ ave let it fall into the hands o the
QWmf):; “When the firft Brutus led forth his
©UNOnS to a capital punifhment, becaufe
<Y had confpired againft the rifing liberty of
08,y he | facrificed what, if he had con-

fulted . jij; own breaft only, would appear to

be
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~“he the fironger to the'weaker affetion. Bru-
tus ought naturaily to have felt much more
for the death of his own  fons, than for all
that probably Roeme could have fuffered from
the want of fo great an example... But he
viewed them, not.with the eyes of a father,
but with thofe of a Roman citizen. He en-
tered {o thoroughly into the fentiments of this
laft charaéter that he paid no regard fo that
tye, by ;which he himfelf was connected
_with them; and.to a.Roman citizen, the fons’
even of Brutus feemed contemptible; when
put into the balance with the {malleft inter-
¢t of Rome.  In thefe and in all other ca-
fes of this kind, our admiration is not fo
much founded upon the utility, as upon the
unéxpeéted, and on that account the great,
the noble and exalted propriety of fuch ac.
tions. - This utility when we come to view
it, beftows upon them undoubtedly a new
beauty, and upon  that account ftill further .
recommends them to our approbation, This
beauty, however, is chiefly perccived: by
- men of reflection and fpeculation, ahd is by
no means the quality which firft recom-
mends fuch aétions to the natural fentiments
of the bulk of mankind.

{4
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. big to be obferved, that fo far as the fen~
timent of approbation arifes from the percep-
ton of this heauty of utility, it has no refe-
; ence of any kind to the fentiments of others.
ﬂfml‘;d\vas poffible, therefore, that 2 perfon
ComﬁlL’xE; RSINUP e ma.nho.od-wnthout any.
i ¥ ‘ncibtxf)n w1th‘foc1ety, his own actions
agfaca’b le.0t w;lt_h&andmg, be agreeable c-)rAd,f.
ency to h(i) hlm upan acceunt of t?lCll' ten-
AT TP 0f dadmitabe B
ence, tem wera bealﬁ}' of this kind 0 pru-
dCforr;ﬁty i}:lerancc and g_°°d cond'u&, and 2,
might View h-the oppofite bcllavx?ur: He
with that for lsfow." temper and charactet
confider o (; fausf‘a.&mn with whx?h we
one cafe . O:Ne 1. Comrlvec_l mac}xip?, in the
diﬂ'atisfdé’tio Yava tlli}t fort of diftafte and
aukwarg an:il ?[mh which we rcgurd a very
As thefe o clum(y contrivance, in the other.
a Matter of}: l;?:l*‘tm“'l‘s, however, are mccrly
and delicae alte, and have all the feeblenes
Upon the 'u%,} of that fpﬁCies of p.erccPuons,
called ta[tjc ttnefs of which what is praperly
not be mu*;ls faunded, they prob.ably 4wo‘u1.d
tary and rr:'f attended to by one in this foli-
they ﬂlOulé Crmble condition. Even though
means h accur to him, they wo_u‘.d by no
ave the fame effe@ upon him, ante-
| Bb cedent
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~gédent to his conneion with fociety, which
they would have in confequence of that con-
ne&ion. ‘He would not be caft' down with
inward {hame at the thought of this defor-
mity ; nor would he be elevated with fecret
triumph of mind from the confcioufnefs of
the contrary beauty. He would not exult
from the notion of deferving reward in the
one cafe, nor tremble from the fufpicion of
meriting punifhment in the other, All fuch
fentiments f{uppofe the idea of fome ‘other
being, who is the natural judge of the per-
fon that feels them ; and it is only by {ym-
pathy with the decifions of this arbiter of his
condudt that he can conceive either the tri-
umph of felf-applaufe, or the fhame of feif-
condemnation. 2

Vi

PART
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Of the Intruries of Cbs.'rom anc}

| F,"\‘-SrH-Io.NV upon the fenmm'engs (C)"
moral. approbation and difappro-

bation,

S L T

Of thé.lnﬂuence of cuftom and fafh'io? upott
- Our nations of beauty and deformity.

l> HERE are other principles, befides

."h

thafe alx:eady en“meratcd’, W}:)l:ail

have a confiderable influence B
entiment

s of mankind, and are tb? C:‘cf
Caufes of the many irregular and difcor a;l(;
~ Opiniong which prevail in different ages aife
Nations €oneerning what is blarneable - rand
Worthy, Thep principles are cuftom a s
' fa{hion, Principles whicly extend thefr doc
‘hlon gyer

Our judgments concerning beauty
of every Ling,

When two objeéts have frequently been
feen together,

the imagination acquires all:car :

o & Paﬁ'mg eafily from the one to the otthat

ek appears we lay our account =

§ to follow. Of their own a .
Bb a2 cor

the fecond i
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cord they put us in mind of one another, and
the attention glides eafily along them. . Tho’
independent of cuftom, there fhould be no
real beauty in their union, yet when cuftom
has thus conneed them together, we feel
an impropriety in their feparation. . The one
we think is aukward when-it appears without
its ufual (companion. We mifs fomething
which we expeéted tofind, and the habitual
arangement of our ideas is difturbed by the
difappointment. A fuit of cloaths, for’ex-
ample, feems to want fomething if they are
without the mboft infignificant ornament
which uvfually accompanies . them, and we
find a meannefs or aukwardnefs in the ab-
{ence even of a haunch button. When there
is any natural propriety in_the union, cyffo'r'ﬁ
increafes our fenfe of it, and makes a dﬁ'e—

) 2 (Sieh
rent arangement appear fill more difagree-,

able than. it waould otherwife feem to'be.
Thofe who havebeen accuftomed tofee t}?.i“,"';s
in a good tafte are more difgufted b}_f \vha‘te)V'cir
isclamfyor aukward: W her.ct}?ct:onjuntihqn 1s
improper, cuftom either dlmmlf}l_cs or tkacs
away altogether our fenfe of the impropricty.
Thofe who have been accuftomed to ﬂo'.
venly diferder lofe all fenfe of neatnefs or

elegance. The modes of furniture or drefs

which

5;}.?,
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=2 yrhich feem ridiculous to ftrangers give n

offence to the people who are ufed to them,
. Fafhionis different from cuftom, or rather
Is a particular fpecies of it. ~ That is not the
fathion ‘which every body wears, ‘bat which
t,hOfe wear who are of a_high rank, or cha-
Tacter. The graceful, the eafy and com-
ma’}d’j”g manners of the great, joined to the
ufual richnefs angd magnificence of their drefs,

8{3‘(!7&;_1 grace to the wvery form which they

2 €N to beftow upon it." As long as they
Cont‘xr_;u to ufe this form, it'is connected in
SUf Imaginations with the idea of fomething
O3t 35 genteel and magnificent, and tho’ in
MCIf;,it thould be indifferent, it'{feems on ac-
count of. this relation, to have fomething
about it that is genteel and maghificent too.
7,000 as they drop it, it lofes 21l the grace,
W\I:l{lch» it had vappeared to poflefs before, and
€INg now ufed only by the inferior ranks of
People, {eems to have fomething ‘of their

meannefs and qukwirdnes. bal
. DTe(s and furnitire are allowed by all the
warld to e entirely under the dominion of
cultom ang fathwon. * The influence of thofe
princifles, however, i by no means con=
ned to natrow a' fphere, but extends it-
felf to whatever ig'in any relpelt the object
Bb3 of
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tafte to mufic,- to poetsy, to architec-
ture. The modes of drefs and furniture are
continaally changing, and, that fathion ap-
pearing ridicalous to-day which was admir-
ed five years ago, weare experimentally con-
vinced that it owed its vogue chiefly or en-
tirely to euftom and fathion.  Cloaths and
furniture are not made of very durable mas
terials. A well fancied coat is done in a
twelve month, and cannot continue-longer

.. to propagate, as the fafhion, that form ac-
cording to which it was made. The modes
of furniture change lefs rapidly than thofe of
drels ; becaufe furniture is commonly more
durable, In five, or fix years, however, it
gencrally undergoes an entire revolution, thd ‘
every man in his own time fees the fafhmn
in this  refpe¢t change many different
ways. ‘The productions of the other arts
are much more lafting, and, when happily
imagined, may continue to propagate the
falhion of their make for a much longer
time;~ A well contrived building may en-
dure many centuries : a beautiful air may
be delivered down by a fort of tradition,
Gt many f{ucceflive generations: A well
written poem may lift as long as the world,
and ajl of them continue for ages togcther,_ ta

glvc

okl
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Sf thé vogue to that particular flile, to that
articular ‘tafte or manner, according to
whieh ' each of them was compofed. 'Fesgv
men' have an opportunity of feeing in their
own ‘timés the fathion in any of thefe arts
change very confiderably, « Few men hayc
fo much experience and ‘acquaintance with
the different modes which have obtained in
Temote ages and narions, as to be thoroughly

reconciled to them, or to judge with impar-

tiality between them, and what takes place
"their own age- and country. ‘Few men
ther.c fore are willing to allow that cuftom or
faﬂaxon have much, influence upon their judg-
mentg concerning what is beautiful, or other-
Wile, in the productions of any of thofe arts;
b%‘-t imagine, that all the rules, which they
think ought to be obferved in each of them,
are founded upon reafon and nature, not
UPOn habit or prejudice. A very little at-
fention, however, may convince them of
thc-m"tm"y, atid fatisfy them that the influ-
SMCE'Of duftomy and fathion over drefs and

“fnimre 1s n6t more abfolute than over ar-
chxteeture, poetry, and mufic.

Can any reafon, for example, be aﬂigned
why'the Doric capital fhould be appropriated
10 a pillar, whofe height is equal toeight dia-

Bb 4 meters 3

261

\

L,



' Of the INFLUENCE  Part V.
75 5 the Jonie volite to one of nine 5 and
Corinthian foliage to one of ten? The
“propriety, of éachiof thofe appropriations can
“be founded upon nothing but habit and cuf-
tom. The eye having been rufed tofee a
‘particular proportion connected with a parti-
“cular ornament, would  be offended if they
‘were not joined together. . Each of the five
orders has its peculiar ornaments, which can-
‘not be changed for any other, without giving

offence to all thofe who know any thing of
the rales of architeGture. Aceording to fome
“archite@s,’ indeed, fuch is the exquifite judg-
ment with which the antients have afligned
to each order its proper ornaments, that no
others can be found which are equally fujt-

able. It feems, however; a little difficult to -

be conccived that thele forms, tho’ no doubt,
extremely  agreeable, f(hould be the only
forms which ean fuit thofe proportions, or
that there thould not be five hundred others
which, antecedent to eftablifhed cuftom,
would have fitted them equally well. ;\ When
caftom; however, has eftablithed - particular
rules of building, pravided they are not ab-
folutely nnreafonabley, it is abfurd (o think of
aleering them for wothers which are only
equally good, or even for others which, in

point

bH(S
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ByTpsint of elegance and beauty, have natu-
' rally fome little advantage over them. A
man would ‘be ridiculoys who thould .appcaf
in public with a fuit of cloaths quite different
from thofe which are.commonly worn, tho’
the new  drefs fhould invitfelf be ever fo
graceful or tonvenient, ' And there feems to
be an abfurdity iof the fame kind in orna-
menting 5 houfe after 5 quite different man-
ner from thag which cuftom and fafhion have
Preferibed ;  ¢hey e new ornaments fhould

in themfelyeg be fomewhat fuperior to the
Common opgeg, L

.ACCOFding tothe antient rhetoricians a cer- .
tain meaf;

: ure.of verfe was by nature a}‘)p.‘l‘O‘l
Priated to ¢qc}, Particular fpecies of writing,
3 being aturally expreffive of that charac-
Y8y fontimeng ;o paflion, which ought to
Predomingge ;5 it.  One verfe, they faid, was
' S1ave and another for gay works,
could i, they thought, be s
\ fhanged without the greatefl impropriety.

The CXperience  of modern times, how’cv?r.
feem‘s to contradier ¢his principle, tho” in it-
felf i would appear to be extremely pro-
b.abl-e. At is the burlefque verfe in eng~
lith ig the heroic verfe in French. The tra-

gedi@

or
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ies ‘of Racine and the Henriad of Vol-
taire, sare in the fame verfe with '
<o Tbus faid 10 my lady the kuight. full of care.
The butlefque verfe in French; en the con=-
wary’ i pretty ‘much -the' fame with the .
hervic verfe of ten fyllables in Englith. Couf-
worn has ‘made the one nation affociate the
ideas of gravity, fublimityand ferioufnefs, to
éhat meafire which the other has cdnnected
with whatever is gay, flippant and ludicrous.
Nothing would appear more abfurd in Eng-~
Yifh thian & tragedy written in the Alexandrine
verfes of the Fren&hs ot in'French, than a
work of the fame kind in verfes’ of ten fyi-
Yables. ' it
An eminent artift will bring about a con- ,
fiderable change in the eftablithed modes of
each of thofe drts, and intreduce 'a new
fathion of writing; ‘mufic, ‘or architeCture,
As the drefs of an agreeable man of high
fank recommends itfelf, and how peculiar
and fantaitical foever, comes foon to'be ad-
rired and imitated 5 fo the excellencies of
4f cosinent miafter recommend-his peculia-
#ities, and his manner becomes the fafhion-
able ftile in the art which he practifes. The
safte of thie Tralians in phufic and architeCture
Jias, within thefe fifty years, undergone & con-
Ty . fiderable

»10
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e ge, from imitating. the peculia- -
zities of fome eminent mafters in each of
thofe arts,  Seneca is accufed by Quintilian
A havh‘g corrupted the tafte of the Romans,
R 1 having introduced a frivolous pretti~
ncf§ 0 the room of majeftic reafon and maf-
caline eloquence, Salluft and Tacitus have .
¥ others beep charged with the fame accu-
fation; the iy o different manner. They
84e reputation i is pretended to a flile,
Which thy in the higheft degree concife, ele-
gant,- eXpreflive, and eyen poetical, wanted,
OWever, eafe, fimplicity, and nature,and was
beidendy , the prodution of the moft la-
oured and fiydieq affeQation. How many
8feat qualitjes muft that writer poflefs who
:::fl'] e render his very faults agreeable ?
tioxt:r *hepe aife of refining the tafte of 2 na=
c T"’b e higheft eulogy, ~perhaps, which |
: .;n © beflow od upon any author is to fay,
roend Corrupted it, Ip our own language,
inu.odope and Dr, Swift have each of - them
w llcq'i ® manner different from what
P Telifeq before, into all works that
€ writton in. Rhyme, the ome in long
e, the other in fhort, The quaintnefs of
‘ut'lg 3 given place to the plainnefs of
Bife, he rambling freedom of Drydcné
and

%7/

e

L L



o Of theINFL UENCE -Part;;@L

~sahd the corre@ but often tedious and profaic
farguor of Addifon are no longer the ‘objeéts
of ,ﬁiiitatioh, but all long verfes are NOW Writ-
sten after the manier of the nervous precifion
of Mr. Pope. .
W Neither is it only over the produdtiohs of
the arts, that cuftom and fathion exert theit
dominion.  They ‘influence our judgments,
in the fame manner, with regard tothe beauaty
of ‘natural objects. What varicus and' op<
pofite forms are deemed beautiful in different
_dpecies of things'® The proportions which
are admited in onc animal,  are altogether
différent from  thofe ‘'which are ¢ftedmed in.
- another! “Evety clafs of things'has itd own
euliar ‘conformation, which s approved
of"and  has a beéavty of its own, diftiné
from that ‘ofevery other fpecies. Tt is
upon ‘thisaccount that a learned Jefuit, father
Buffier, has determined that the beauty of
cvery objeét confifts’in that form and eolour;
which is moft efual among thingsiof that -
patticular fort to which it be]ongsf."- Thus,
i the human form, the beauty of each fea-
ture lies in 4 certaln’ middle equally removed
from a varicty ‘of other forms that are ugly.
A beautiful nofe, for eéxample, s one that is
neither very dong; nor very fhort, neither
i very

5132



v, Of Cuéronz-. -\ ,33‘-.@L

tety {ireight, nor very crooked, but a. fort
of middle aniong all thefe-extremes, andlefs
different from any one of; them, than all of
them are from one anopther. It is' the form
which nature fiems to have aimed at in themy
all, which, however, thedeviatesfrom ina great
variety of: ways, and very: {eldom. hits exs
atly ;- but to which all thofe deviations fill
bear 3 very firong refemblance, When @&
number of drawings are made after one patn,
tern, the they may all mifs it in fome re-
{peéts, yet they will ali refemble it more than,
€Y refemble, one 310ther 3 the general chas
radter of the Pattern will ran through them
Al ; the mogpt fingular and odd will be thofe,
thftt e moft wide of it; and. tho’ very few,
w:l} Copy it exactly, yet the mofk accusats,
dchncations will beas a greater, refemblance)

: moft carelefs, than the carelefs ones
will .bear to.onc another. . In the {fame mans '

NEr in each fpecies of creatures, what is moft,

1, beauify “ars the frongeft characters of the
seneral fabric of the fpecies, and has the
ftronge& rcfcmb]anée to the grf,‘ath p;u-t ‘Of

:r ndividygl g with which it is claffed. Mo:;’:
PR the | contmry or what 15 perfectiy
defor Wed, are a)Ways) ;noﬁ fingular al:.)nd odd,
and have the leaft refernblance to the gengra-

lity

-
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ity of that fpecies to which they belong: -
And thus the beauty of each fpecies, though
in one fenfe the rareft of all things, becaufe
few ipdividuals hit this middle form exactly,
yet in another, is the moft common, becaufe
all the deviations from it refemble it more
than they refemble one another. The moft
ctflomary form, therefore, is in each fpecies
of ‘things, according to him, the moft beau-
" tiful.  And herice it is that a certain practice
and experience in contemplating each fpecies
of objeds is requifite, before we can judge of
its beauty, or know wherein the middle and
moft ufual form' confifts. The niceft judg-
ment concerning the beauty of the human
fpecies, will not help us to judge' of that ‘of
flowers, or horfes, or any other fpecies of
things. - Tt is for the fame reafon that'in'difs -
ferent elimates and where different cuftoms
and ways of living take place, as the generat
lity of any f{pecies receives a different confor=
mation from thofe circumftances, {o different
ideds of its beauty prevail. The beanty of a
moorifth is not exaétly the fame with thatof
an Englith horfe. - What different ideas’ are
formed i different nations zoncerning the
beauty of the human fhape and countenance ?
A fair' complexion is a fhocking deformity
upon

L1
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-~8pon the coaft of Guinea, ‘Thicklipsianda

flat nofe are a beauty. . In fome nations log
cars  that hang down upon the ﬂlouldersm:c
the objeds of wnive:fal admiration. - In Chi-
Pa ifa lady’s foot is fo Jarge as to be fit to
walk wpon, e s regarded as. a montter of
ugglinefs: . Some of the favage nations in
North-Ametic i four boards roundthe heads
of their children,  and . thus fquecze them,
while the bones are tender.and griftly, into a
form that i almoft perfecly fquare. Euwro-
PSans are aftonifhed o the abfurd barbarity -
of thig Practice, to which fome miffiondries
We impurted the fingnlar ftupidity of thofe
Dations dmong whom it prevails, But whon
Condemn thofe favages they do notires
!1:& that the ladies in Europe had, till with-
- thefe very fow years, been endeaveuring
f?r Dear 3 Century paft, to {queeze the beau+
tiful. Toundnefy of their patural fhape into a

fqu:,, form of the fame kindv And dhat
?:{‘?n hﬁ?‘ndiﬁg the many diftortions and di-

this practice was knowa to oc

Sfion, oy om h’l:d rendered it agreeable

AMOng fome, ¢ the meft civilized pations
Which, berhaps, the world ever beheld, : ]

Uehis. the (yfem of this learned and in-

Benions  fathey, concerning the nature of

beauty,

L
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€anty 5 of which the whole charm, accord-
ing to him, would thus feem to arife from

its falling in with the habits which cuftom

had impreficd upon the imagination, with re-

gard to things of each particular kind, I
cannot, however, be induced to. believe that

our fenfe even of external beauty is founded

' altogether on cuftom. The utility of any
form, its fitnels for the ufeful purpofes for
which it was intended, evidently recom-.
mends it, and renders it agreeable to us inde-
pendent of cuftom. Certain colours are more
agreeable than others, and give more delight

to the eye even the firlt time it ever beholds
them. A fmooth furface is more agreeable

than a rough one. Variety is more pleafing

than a tedious undiverfified uniformity,
Conne&ted wvariety, in which each pew ap-
pearance feems to be introduced by what
went before it, and in which all the ad-
joiningparts feem to have fome natural relation

to one anothir, Is more agreeable than a
disjointed and diforderly aflemblage of un-
connected objects. But tho’ I cannot ade

mit that cuftom is the fole principie of

. beauty, yet 1 can fo far allow the truth

of this ingenious fyftem as to grant, that
there is fearce any one external form fo
beautiful
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dtiful as to pleafe if quite contrary to cuf-
tom and " unlike  whatever we have been
ﬂfcd 010 that partictlar fpecies of things: Or
fo ‘d‘:fOY}nEd as not to be agreeable,  if cuftom

: }l‘ﬂilfpy_rnly fupports it, and habituates us to fee
L evety fingle'indivilual of the Kind.
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SECTION IL

Of the influence of cuftem and fafhion upon
moral fentiments.

\INCE our fentiments concerning beau-

ty of every kind, are fo much influen-
ced by cuftom and fathion, it cannot be ex-
pected, that thofe, cancerning the beauty of
condu&, fhould be entircly exempted from
the dominion of thofe principles. Their in-
fluence  here, howevér, feems to be much
lefs than it is every where elfe, ' There is
perhaps, no form of external objects, how
abfurd and fantaftical foever, to which cuftom
will not reconcile us, or which fafhion will
not render even agreeable. But the cha-
racers and condu@ of a Nero, or a Claudi-
s, are what no cuftom will ever reconcile
us to, what no fathion will ever render agree-
able.

nv
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able; but the one will always be the object
of dread and hatred ; the other of fcorn and
derifien. . The principles of the imagination;
upon which our’ fenfe: of beauty depends;
are of a very nice and . delicate nature, and
may eafily be altered by habit and education s
But the fentiments of moral approbation and
difapprobation, are founded on the ftrongeft
and-moft vigorous paffions of human nature ;

i |
@IJI
"
[

*.

and tho’ they may be fomewhat warpt, can-

not be entirely perverted.

But though the ‘influence of caftom and
fathion, upon moral fentiments,  is not alto-
gether {o great, it is however perfectly fimi«

lac to-what it ‘is ‘every swhere elfe. “'When'

cultomy and fathion coincide with the natural
principles-of right and wrong, they heighten

the delicacy of our fentiments,’ and’ increafe’

anr.abhorrence for évery thing thatapproach-

€S to evil. Thofe who have becn éducited’ |

In what i§ really good company, not in what
1S COmmauly'c:lllcd fuch, who have b?cn
accuftomed: to fee nothing -in - the pérfons
whom they efteemed and lived with, but

Joftice, .modefty, humaunity, and good-order ;'

are more thocked with whatever feéms to be
inconfiftent with the rules which thofe vir~
Wes preferibe.  Thofe on the contrary, ‘who

Ce a2 have
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rive had the misfortane 'to be brought-up.
amidft violence, licentioufnefs, falthoed and
. injuftice; lofe, thougl not all fenfe of the
impropriety of fuch. condu@; yet 'all fenfe of
its dreadful enormity, land of the vengeance
and punifhment thatis due to it.. They have
been familiarized with it from their infancy,
cuftom has rendered it habitual to them; and
- they are very apt to regard it as whdt iscall-
ed the way of the world, fomething which
either may or muft be practiced to hinder us
from being the dupes of our own integrity.
Fathion | too, will fometimes give reputa-
tion to. a certain degree of diforder; andion
the contrary, difcountenance qualitiesswhich
deferve eftecm.  In the reign of Charles .
a degree (of licentioufhefs -was deemied the;
chara&eriftic of a liberal education. It weas
connedted,  according to the notions of thofe
times, with generofity;l fincerity, ntagnmati-
mity, loyalty, and. psoved, that  the perfon
who acted in this manner; was a gentleman,
and not a puritan ; feverity of munnersyand
regularity of conduct, on- the othér hand,
were altogether unfathionable, and were con-
nected, in the imagination of that age; with
cant, cunning, hypocrify, and low manness,
To fuperficial minds, the vices of the great
feem

380
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feem at all times ‘agreeable. T héy connect
them) not only with. the {plendour’ Qf f?r-
tuney but with many {uperior virtues, thc'h
they aferibe to their fuperiors ; with the f‘:pl-
itof ) freedom ahd independency, with
franknefs; generofity, humanity ‘and polite-
Bels i Bhe . vippyes of ‘the  inferior ranks of
People; on, ther=comrary, their parfimonious
frugality,  their. paingy induftty, and rigid
m-iharmge to rules; feem to'them meun and
difﬂ’gfcttable; ‘They connect them, both with

Meannefs of ¢}, ftation to which thofe

qua,litie.:'s;commonly bclong, and with many
great vices, which:

: » they fuppofe, ufually ac-
fom%a "% them fuch as ‘an abject, coward-
b, Wiy it e rine SN,

: Thmqu&ts Wi}t?l gvhgzh me§ n fhc differ-
o A ’ | Siand ‘flates of life are con-
Wm‘h'"g Very different, and habituating
aham&b very différent paflions, 'natuarally
oy "Mithem very different characters and

i e We €Xpect in each rank and pro-
b &ﬂhﬂ"’ ® degree of ‘thofe manners, which,
GaT ¥ Wkion hag taughs s, belohg to it.” But
a;.s‘:m-m pecies of things, we are - par-
hcul.arly eafid withy the . middle Confor-
. Whichy, i every part and feature
YBreestime exactly with the general ftan-

- ' Ceg . dard
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ard that nature feems to: have eftablithed
for things of that kind ; fo+in each rank, or,
if I may fay do, injeach :fpecies of. men,
we are par_ticularly pleafed, if they have nei-
ther too much, nor too little of the charac=
ter which u(ually accompanies - their parti-
cular condition, and fituation. . A man, we
fay, {hould look jlike his . traderand profef-
fion ; yet the pedantry of.every ! profeffion-is
difagreeable,  The, different periods; ofidife
have, for the fame reafon, different, man-
negs, affigned. to, them.. 1 We expect in cld
age, that gravity and {fedatenefs which its-in-
firmitics, its long expeticode, 'and its: worn
out fenfibility {eem torender both: patural
and refpectable;; and wei lay our acoouit, 10
find in, youth that fenfibility, that. gaietyiand
fprightly vivacity whichi experiencé teaches
as to ;expect, from . the lively impreffions
that all interefting objects are apt do make
upoen the teuder .and Gopracticed fetifes of
that early period. of life,. Each of thofe two
ages, however, may 'edfily have toganuch
of the peculiarities which belong to it. The
flirting levity of youth, and the immovable
infenfibility of old age; are equally difigreea-
ble, The young, according tothe common
4aymg, are moft agncnblc“ when in their be-

haviour

‘J
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Sabasibur there is fomething of the manf::i‘;
of the old, and the old, when they uEi-
fomething of the gaicty of the yOU?g- o
ther of them, ‘howeyer, may eafily have 5
much of the manners of the other: The b K
treme coldnefs, and dull formality, Wh_lé?i‘
are pardoned in old ‘age, make youth ri :
culous. ' The levity, the carelefs'anS, ar;l
the vanity, whic, are indulged in youth,
render old ape contemptible,

The  peculiar charafter and manners
ich we are led b

y cuftom to appropriate
to each rank

and profeflion, have fometimes
Perhiaps '3 Propriety independent of cuﬁom-;
and are what we thould approve of for their
OWn f{akes, j

f' we took into confideration all
the different ¢,

cumftances which natur:}lly
affe& thofe 'in cach different ftate of life.
The, Propriety of 5 perfon’s behaviour, de-
pends ot upon 'its fuitablenefs to any onc¢
citcamflan e of his fituation, but to.all th.ﬂ
Ci!‘cumﬁanCes, which, when we bring his
cafe honye ¢4 ourfelves we ‘feel, thould na-

turally cayy upon his attention. If he appears

to be 16 mych occupied by any one'uf thcny). ;

as Cntircly to an]e& the reft, WC;: d;(appr)mc

of his condudt, ' 5 fomething which we C:)I(:
Ceg

Y #
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not entirely. 2o along with, becaufe not pet-
feétly adjufted to all the circumftances of his
fituation : yet, perhaps, the emotion he ex-
prefies for the obje@ which principally in-
terefts him, dees not exceed what we (hould
entirely {ympathize with, and approve of; in
one wholfe attention was not required by any
other thing. A parent in private life might,
upon thelofs of an only fon, exprefls without
blame; a degree of grief and tendernefs,
which would be unpardonable in a general
at the head of an drmy, when glory, and the
public fafety, demanded fo gieat a part of his
attention. . As different objects ought, uppn
common .occafiong, to occupy the attention
of men of different profeffions, fo different
paffions ought naturally to become habitual to
them ; and when we bring home wourfc]ves
their fituation in this particular refpeét, we
muft “be fenfible, that every occurrence
fhould naturally affect them more or lefs, ac-
cording as the emotion which it excites, co-
incides or difagrees with the fixt habit'and
temper of their minds. We cannot expedt
the fame fenfibility to the gay pleafures and .
amufements of life in a clergyman which we
lay our account with in an officer, The
man, whefe peculiar accupation it is to keep

the

wol
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he world yin mind of that awful futbrity
which awaits them, who is to anounce what
may be the fatal confequences of every devia-
tion from the rules of duty, and, who is himi-
{elf to fet the example of the moft exact con-
formity, is the meflenger of tidings, which
£aBnot, in propriety, be delivered either with
levity ot indifference,  His mind is continu-
ally oceupied . with what is too grand and
folemn, to leaye any room for the impref-
fions of thofe frivolous objeéts, which £ll
UPithe attention of . the. difipated and the
82y.  We readily feel therefore, that, inde-
Pendent of cuftom, there is a propricty
In the manpers which quftom has allotted to
thls Profeffion ; and that nothing can be more
Muitable tg ¢}y chara@er of a clergyman, than
that grave, that auftere and abftracted feve-
W Which wo! are habituated to expe in
15 }Jehaviour. Thefe refleions are fo very
SOVions. that' there is fearce any man f{o in-
conﬁdr:rate, as not, at fome timg, - to have
thade them, and -to have acceunted to hims
felf in thig manner for his approbation of the
ufual charader of this order.

The foundation of the cultomary chz}rac—
ter of fome other profeffions is not {o obvious,
and our approbation of it is founded cntzrc-l)'

' in
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Aabit, without being either confirmed, or
w enlivened by any refle@ions of this kind.
We are led by cuftom, for example, to an-
nex ‘the 'chara&ter of gaiety, levity, ‘and
Iprightly freedom, as well as of fome degree
of diflipation, to the military profeflion: yet,
if weé were to confider what mood or tone of
t  temper would be moft fuitable 'to thxs fitua-
tion, we fhould be apt to determine, per- #
haps, 'that the moft ferious and thoughtful
twrn of mind, would beft bécome thofe
whofe lives are continually expofed to un-
common danger; and who fhould therefore
be more conftantly occupied with the
thoughts of death and its confequences than
other men. It is this very circomftance,
however, which is not improbably the occa-
fion why the contrary turn of mind prevails
fo much among men of this profeffion. ' It
requires fo great an effort to conquer the fear
of death, when we furvey it with ffeadinefs
and attention, that thofe who 4ré conftantly
expoled to it, find it eafier to turn away their
thoughts from it altogether, to wrap them-
felves up in carelefs fecarity and indifference,
and to- plunge ‘themfelves, for this purnofe,
info every fort of amufement and diffipation.
A canp is not 'the element’ of a' thoughtful
oF '
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Ofyal melancholy man : perfons of that caft,
indeed, are often abundantly determired,
and are capable, by a great ¢ffort, of going |
on with inflexible refolution o the moft un- -
i‘;‘:g:‘blt; death. But to be expofed to con-
Oblige’ f toough lefs imminent -dapger, to be
ofl. B eﬁfxeﬂ, for ‘a "long time, a degree
miltd, hndort’ exha.u.f’cs and "deprefies th.c
et iy e'n.renders it incapable of ‘all happi-
who Have OJ?Yment. The gay and carclcfs,,
who fair] :Cfa{li(m to make no effort at all,
but to 1o (}; ie 0‘ ve never to look before them,
ﬁ'lents, Al a:: continual plea.fures aqd amufe-
eafily Uppor:};‘lety a}.)out their fituation, more
byany Pecﬁliq Ufh circumftances. Whenever,
fedlon to |, “;1 flrcunuﬂance{s, an qﬂicerlmsng
to any “ﬁcg 1§ account with b.cmg expofed
l'{)fe the W mmon da?lg‘er, hc is very apt to
of his charaeftty and dlﬁxpatc_?d 'thOtlghtleinefs
i Commep| er. ‘The captain of a city ggard
40/ Antirna] Y‘as {ober, carefgl, and penurious
\'long peaab the reft of his fellow citizens,
apt to dim-c © Is, for the fame reafon, very
€ivil anqg th“n{h. t.he difference between tl’tc
DAY flogct ¢ military character. Thg ordi-
fetlion 1 on;: however, of men of this pro-
pation‘ fcnclers gaicty, and degree of ditfi-
. v 10 mugh their wlnal character ; and
cuftom

3% 7
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om has, in, our imagination; fo ftrongly
conne@ed this charader with this ftate jof
life, that we are very apt to defpife any.man;,
whofe pecuuar humour or, fituation, renders,
him incapable of acquiring it. | We laugh at
the grave and careful faces of a city guard;;
which {o little refemble thofe of ‘their pro-
fefiion, They themfelves feem, often to be
athamed of the regularity of their own man-
ners, and, mot to be out.of thefathion . of
their trade; ar¢ fond of affeéting that levity,
which is by no meansnatusal to thess, What-
ever is the depoi’tment which we have been
ucuﬁomed tofee in a refpc&able order of
men, it comes to be {o aflociated insour ima-
gmatxon with_that order, that whenever we
fee the one, we lay our account that we are
to meet with theother, and when difappoint-
ed, ; mifs fometzhmg which  we expeded to
find. We are embarafied, and put to 3 fland,
and know not how to addrefs.ourfelves . to a
charaéter, which plainly, affe@s to be of a
different - {pecies, from thofe;with which, we
fhould have been difpofed. to dlafs it. .
The different fituations of, different. ages
and countries, are apt in the fame manner;
to give different charaGers. to. the gener ahty
of thofe who live in them, and their fenti-
! ments

Leh)
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ments coneerning the particular degree of
cach quality, that is" either’ blameable, or
praife-worthy, vary according to that degree,
which is wfual in their own country, and in
their own tithes, “‘That dégreé’ of politenefs,
which ‘Would pe highly efteemed, perhaps
would ‘be t'hol\]ght effeminate adulation, in
Ruflis, Would be regarded as' rudenefs and

arbarifim at the court'of France. That de-
8ree of order anq frugality, which, in a Polifh
nobleman 5 '

: ould be confideréd as exceflive
P ‘“ﬁn?f{ny, would be regarded asextravagance
o b GtiZen of Am(terdam, Every age and
?i(:;m‘?’h{ot’k_ upon that' degree of each qua-
thoi”e w-hlch IS commonly to be met with in
aé (l)la'n? efteemed among .themfclvcs,.
Pt Vim%omn mean of that partxcular_mlcnt
e And as this varies accordihg as
thex;; (_hfﬁ:rem circumftances render different
?c‘:in‘;: MOTe of lefs habitual to them, their
Bk 'S concerning tie exact prc?pnety‘of
oot and hehiviohs vary accordingly,””
whi"}?}?”?k{_ Civilized nations, ;thg. virtues
Py .nc; founded upon I)Qx‘llan}‘ty, are
fOuhd Cultivated ' than thofe which  are
® upon felf-denial and the com-
barba; of the paffions, “Among rude and
. OUs nations, it is quite otherwife, the
Vittues of felf-denial are more cultivated than
‘ thofe
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hofe of humanity. The - general fecurity
and happinefs which prevail \in ages of civi-
lity and politenefs afford little exercife to the
contempt of danger, to patience in enduring
labour, hunger, and pain. Poverty may ea-
fily ‘be avoided, and the ! contempt of it,
therefore, almoft ceafes to be a virtue. The
abftinence from pleafure, becomes lefs ne+
ceflary, and the mind is more at liberty to un<
bend itfelf, and to indulge its natural incli-
nations in all thofe particular refpeéts..
Amiong favages and barbarians it is quite
otherwife. Every favage undergoes a {ort of
Spartan difcipline, and by the neceflity of
his fituation is inured to every fort of hard-
thip. He is in continual danger : He is often
expofed to the greateft extremities of hun-
ger, and frequently dies of pure want, His .
circam{tances not only habituate him to eve-
ry fort of diftrefs, but teach him to give way
to none of the paffions which that diftrefs is
apt to excite. He can expedt from his coun-
trymen no fympathy or indulgence for fuch
weaknefs, Before we can feel much for o-
thers, we muft in fome meafure be at eafe
ourfelves, 1f our own mifery pinches us
very feverely, we have no leifure to attend to
that of our neighbour: And all favages are

too much occup’.ed with their own wants
and

,;Jf“ (;
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nd neceflities, to give -much " attention t@

thofe of another perfon. = A' favage, there-,

fore, whatever be the nature of his diftrefs,
€Xpects no fympathy from thofe abouat ' him,
and difdains, upon that account, to expofe
himfelf, by allowing the leaft weaknefs to
efeape him,  His paffions, how furious and
violent {oever, are never permitted to difturb
the ferenity of his countenance or the com-
Pofure of his condu¢t and behaviour. - The
f,a"“ges in North America, we are told, af-
fume upon all occafions the greateft indiffer-
cace, and would think themfelves degraded
% othey fhould ever appear in any refpe to
€ Overcome, either by love or grief, or re-
€htment, Their magnanimity and felf-com-
mand, in this refpe, are almoft beyond the
Conception of Europeans. 'In'a country in
:(V)hl(‘h all men are upon a level, with regard
rank ang fortune, it might be expected
:ic:t{t},e mutual inCIinations.of the two par-
fould be the only thing confidered in
Mattiages, and {hould be indulged without
ANy fore of controul, ‘This, however, is the
Coun_t’}’ In which all marriages without ex-
CCpFloh are made up by the parents, and in
Wthlch 2 young man would think himfelf
difgraceq for cver, if he fhewed the leaft
prefer-

391
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come o

- did notexprefs the toft compleat indiffer-
- ence, both about the timé when; and the
peifbn to whom he was to be marriéd!" The
‘weaknefs of love, which is fo' much indulg-

. cdin ages of humanity and politenef§, is re-

garded among favages as the moft unpardon-
able effeminacy. ‘Even' after the marriage
the two parties feem to''be afhamed of 'a
conne@ion which is founded upon fo fordid
a neceflity. They do not live together. “They
{e¢ one another by ftealth only.  They both
continue to dwell in the houfe of their re-
fpective fathers, and the open cohabitation
of the two fexes, which is permitted with-
out blame in all other countries, is here con-
Gdered as the moft indecent and unmanly
fenfoality. - INor is it only over thisagreeable
waffion that they exert this abfolute felf-com-=
mand: - They often bear in the fight of all
their countrymen with injuries, reproach, and

the grofleft infults with the appearance of the

greateft infenfibility, and without exprefling

S

the fmalleft refentment, When a favage is '

made prifoner of war, and receives, as 1S
ufial, the fentence of death from his con=
querors, he hears it without exprefling any

emotion

MRV
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: otion, and, afterwards fubmits to the m-oﬁr
dreadful torments, without ever  bemoaning®
himfelf, or difcovering any other paffion but
Lontempt of his encmics,.  While he is hung .
by the thoulders over a flow fire, he derides’
118 tormentors, and tells them with how
much mgre ingenuity, he himfelf had tor-
mented fuch of their countrymen as” had
fallen into g hands.  After he hag been
fcorched and burnt, and lacerated in all the
Mol tender apd ' fenfible parts of his body
for fevera] hours together, he is often allow-
ed, 1n order to prolong his mifery, a thort
refpite, and is taken down from the ftake:
. < *mploys this interval in talking upon all
Wdifferens {ubjects, inquires after the news
of the country, and feems indifferent about
nmh"“g but his own fituation. The fpec-
tators Exprefs the fame infenfibility ; the ﬁgh&;
of fo horrible an object feems to make no ™
tmpreflioy upon them ; they fcarce look at
the prifoner,except when they lend 2 hand to
SOMmEnt him. At other times they {moke
tobacco, and amufe themfclves ' with any
fommon object, as if no fuch matter was 89
g on, EV;‘W,ﬁ.vage is faid to prepare hmf-
felf from his’ earlieft youth for the dreadful
em.{‘ He compofes, ‘ot this purpole, what
Dd they
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Of the Inrruence;  PaggVI
ey call the fong of death, a fong which he
1s to fing when he has fallcn into the hands of
his enemies, and is expiring under the tor-
tures which they inflict upon him. It con-
fifts of infults upon his tormentors, and ex-
preflesthehigheft contempt of deathand pain.

He fings this fong upon all extraordinary oc-
cafions, when he goes out to war, when he °

meets his enemies in the field, or Whenevcr
he has a mind to thow that he has familiarifed
his imagination, tothe moft dreadful misfor-
tunes, and that no human event can daunt
his refolution, or alter his purpofe. ‘The
fame contempt of death and torture prevails
among all other favage nations. Therels not
a negro from the coa{’c of Africa who does
not, in this refpect, poflefs a degree of mag-
mmmtty which the foul of his Fordidl sunttes
s fearce capable of conceiving. Iortune
‘never exerted more cruelly her empire over
mankind, than when the fubjected thofe na-
tions of heroes to the refufc of the jails of
Europe, to wretches who poflefs the virtacs
neither of the countries which they come
from, nor of thofe which they go'to, and
whofe levity, brutality and bafenefs, fo juftly
expofe them to the contempt of the van-
quifhed.

This
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Ahis heroic and unconquerable firmnefs
which the cuflom and education of his coun-
try demand of cvery fayage, is not required
'9f thofe .Who-are brought up to live in civie
‘ tlzeed.fom?tics. . If. thefe laft complain when
are);n‘";ip:n pain, if they grieve when the
£ refs, if they allow themfe{ves either
Overcome by love, or to be difcompofed
R W}; at:iefrr, they are cafily pardoned. Such
efenin] €8 are not aPprehended to affect the
they do Parts of their cha\:a&er. As long as
POrtEd to]:ft allg:s .them{clves to !ne ‘tranf-
' Umanis (I) afly thing contrary to J.uﬁlCC or
e féregri, they Iof:e but little reputation, tho
Pofiire of t})i of tl.lenr countenance or the com-
e o theu' difcourfe and .behavxour fhould
Mans an: At ruffled and difturbed. - A hu-
fe"ﬁbi]it polithed [:eople, who have more
reagily cy to t.hc paﬂlon§ of others, can more:
chavjoumer Into an ax‘mnated and pafiionate
: ) and can more eafily pardon fome
€Xcefs. The perfon principally .con-
fureq § fenfible of this;  and being af«
hi of the equity of his judges, indulges
Umfelf HULHERN
fion, ~and"‘} ﬂs,ronge:: expreflions of paf~
they, Co 18 lefs afraid ot:' expoﬁng‘hu.nfelf to
tione Atempt by the violence of his emo~
; € can venture to exprefs more emo-

Dd 2 tion
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Of the INFLUENCE Pard V.

''in the prefence of a friend than in that
of a ftranger, becaufe we expect more indul-
gence from the one than from the other.
And in the fame manner the rules of decorum
- among civilized nations,admit of a more ani-
mated behaviour than is approved of among
barbarians. The firlt converfe together with
the opennefs of friends ; the fecond with the
referve of ftrangers. The emotion and viva-
city with which the French and Iralians, the
two moft poli{hed nations upon the conti-
nent, exprefs themfelvés on occafions that are
at ‘all interefting, furprize at firft thofe ftran-
gers who happen to be travelling among them,
and who having been educated amongd peof le
of duller fenfibility, cannot enter into this paf-
fionate behaviour, of which they have never
feen any examples in their own country. = A
young French nobleman will weep in the
prefence of the whole court upon being re-
fufed a regiment. An Italian, fays the abbot
Di Bos, exprefles more emotion upon being
‘condemned in a fine of twenty fhillings than
an Englithman upon receiving the fenténce of
death. Cicero, in the times of the higheft
Roman politenefs, could, without degrading
himfelf, weep with all the bitternels of for-
row in the fight of the whole fenate and the
whole

hab
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BTG e people ; as it is evident he muft have

~done in the end of almoft every oration. The
orators of the earlier and ruder ages of Rome
could not probably, confiftent with the man-
ners of the times, have exprefled themfelves
with fo much emotion. It wouldhavebeen re-
gardefi, I fuppofe, as a violation of nature and
Proprietyin the Scipio’s, in the Lelius’s, and in
the elder Cato, to have expofed fo much ten-
der.n efs to the view of the public. . Thofe
antient warriors could exprefs themfelves, with
Or.der, gravity and good judgment, but are
ad to haye been ftrangers to that {ublime
and paflionate eloquence which was firft in-
ff8duced, into, Rome, not many years: before

the bireh of Cicero, by the two Gracchi, by

“tafliys ang by Sulpitius.  This animated elo-
duence; which has been long pradifed, with
Jf ' Without fuccefs, both in France and Italy,
e juft begihning to be introduced into
Engla“d- So wide is the difference between
the‘ degrees of felf-command which are re-
Quired in civilized and in barbarous nations.
f‘\nd Dy fuch different ftandards do they
Judge ‘of the propriety of behaviour,
his difference gives occafion to many athers
th“}t are not lefs effential. A polithed people
€Ing accuftomed to give way in fome mea-
’ Dd 3 fure
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Byt _-v to the movemeénts of nature, become

tank, open and fincere.  Barbarians, on the'
contrary, being obliged to fmother and con-
ceal the appearance of every paffion, ngeéf-
farily acquire the habits of fa;(hood and dif
fimulation. It is obferved by all thofe whe

have been converfant/with favage ' nations
whether in - Afia, Africa, or America, that

they are all equally impenetrable, and that
when they have a mind to conceal the truth,
no examination is capable of drawing: it/frony
them. They canonot be teepanned by the
mofb artful queftions. ‘The torture itfelf is
incapable of making them: confefs any thing:
which they have no mind to tell. The paf=
fions. of a favage too, tho’ they never exprefs
them/(elves by any outward emoticn, but. lye!
concealed in the breaft of the fufferer, avey
notwithftanding, all meunted to-the highefk
pitch of fury. Tho" he feldom fhows any
fymptoms of anger, yet his vengeance, when
he comes to give way to it, is always fangui-
nary and dreadful.  The Teaft afffont drives
him to defpair. His countenance and dif=
courfe indeed are il fober and compofed,
and exprefs nothing but the moft perfecttran-
quility of mind : But his a&ions are often
the moft furious and violent. Among the

North-
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orth=Americans it is not uncommon 'for
perfons of ‘the tendereft age and more fearful
fex to drown thémfelves upon receiving only
a flight repi'imand from: their mothers, and
this too without exprefling any paffion or

faying any thing, except you fhall no longer.

Ye'a daughter. In civilized nations the
Paflions of men are not commonly fo furious
OF o defperate. They are often clamorous

NEmoify, but are feldom very hustful; and
f-cem”ﬁecl‘lffntly to aim at no other fatisfac=
HO but that of convincing the fpectator, that

%Y are in the right to be fo much moved,

;na:iogf Procuring his {fympathy and appro-

hoéu thefe effe@s of cuftom and fathion,
‘Mank; > ‘upon the moral fcntlments. of
oﬁ_thmfi’ are inconﬁdcra'blc in companﬁ?n
-~ fome Ole which they- give occafion /to in
‘the Other cafes; and it is not concerning
thatgem,?l ﬁi!e of charaéter and behaviour,
-Ptl’verfoc Prfnciplcs produce  the greatcﬁ
Propri 'on of judgment, but coneerning the
’Th&yv or impropriety of particular ufages,
teach: different manners whl.ch cuftom
e U8t apprave of in the different pro-
thi:ms nd ftates o‘f life, do not contern
WHIEY o thie greateft importance. We ex-

Dd 4 | peét
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Of the InFroence  Part VI

vellias ‘from aryoung, from a clergyman as
well as from -an-officer ; and it is in matters
of dmaller.:moment only that we look.for the
diftinguithing marks of their refpetive cha-
racters) v With regard to thefe too, there is
often fome- unobferved circumftance which,
if it was -attended  to, would thow us that,
‘independent of cuftom, there was a propriety.

‘truth and juftice from an old' manas'

L,

imothe ‘characer which cuftom had taught

us- to allot to each profeflion. We cannot
. @omplain, therefore, in this cafe, that the
perverfion of  natural fentiment is very great.
Tho’: the manners -of different nations re=
quire; different degrees of the fame quality,
invthe chara@eriwhich they think worthy of
eftcem, yet the worft that can be faidito
happen even here,« is that ‘the duties. of one
virtue are fometimes:-extended fo as toen-
croach a little upon the precinéts, of fome
other. The ruftic hofpitality .that /s jin
fathion among the Poles encroaches; pet-
haps; a little upon occonomy and good or=:
der ; and the frugality that is ecfteemed in
Holland, upon generofity and good=fellow(bip,
The hardinefs demanded of favages diminifhes
their: humanity s and perhaps the delicate
“fenfibility required in civilized nations fome-
times

“ov
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mes deftroys, the mafculine firmnefs of the
chara@er. In general the flileof manners which-

~ takes ‘place in‘any nation, may commonly
upon the whole be faid to be that which is

- moft fuitable to its fituation. Hardinefs is the
chara@er moft fuitable to the circamftances

' oifre: faVage : fer_xﬁ.b.ility to t}lofe of one who
ik re}n a very civilized focxety. Even here,
ore, ‘we cannot complain thatithe mo-

ral 'fcnt‘ ; -
: Iments e very grofsly per-
Verted, of men ar y grofsly p

& Olifh;z}nc’t thcrf:fore' in the general ﬁile' of
the wig ?{ behaviour that cuiEO{n authorizes
Pr’gpt‘icte : deparfure ﬁ'om' what is the natur?l
cular fz of . aC:tlon. W{th regard to parti-
deftryg; vges its influence is often }‘l‘ll'.lCh more
of eﬁabli[eh'Of good morals, and it is capabl_c
cular a4 ing as lawful and blar.nelefs parti-
Ples of ons which thock the plaineft princi-
"0y nght and wrong. :
pley &:ﬁem be greater barbarity, for exam~
it's ; to hurt an-infant? it’s helplefsnefs,
, it’s amiablenefs, call forth the
fpare thy, even of an enemy, and not to’
Urioyg eﬂrtendel' age is regarded us the moft
Queror, V%rt of an enraged and cr.ucl con-
1 hat then fhould we imagine, muft
be

Yol
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Ke/the heart of a parent who; could | injure
“that weaknefs which even a. furious enemy is
afraid to violate ? yet the expofition; that is,
the murder of new born infants, wasia prac-
tice allowed of in almoftall the ftates of Greece
even among the polite and civilized. Atheni-
ans, and whenever the circomftances. of - the
parentrendered it inconvenient to bring up the
child, to abandon it to.hunger, or. to wild
beafts, was regarded without blame or cenfure.
This practice had probably begun in times of
the moft favage barbarity. - The imaginations
of men had been firft made familiar with
it in that earlieft period of fociety, and the
uniform continuance of the:cuftom had hin-
dered them afterwards from perceiving it's
enormity. We find, at this day, that this
practice’prevailsamong all favage nations ; and
in that radeft and loweft ftate of fociety, it
is undoubtedly more pardonable than.in. any
other. The extreme indigence of a favage
is often {fuch that he himfelf is frequently ex-
pofed to the greateft extremity of hunger;, he
often dies of pure want, and,it is frequently
impoflible far him to fupport both himfelf
and hischild,. Wecannot wonder, therefore,
that in this cafe he fhould abandon it. . One
who in flying from an enemy: whom it was
impoflible

Uo7
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s mpoffible to refift, fhould throw down his’
“infant becaufe it retarded his flight, _Would‘
farely be excufable; fince by attempting to
fave it he coulq only hope for the cenfolation
of dying along with it. That in this ftate of
fociety, therefore, g parent thould be allO'V.led :
to judge whether he can bring up his child,
ought not ¢ furprize us fo greatly. 1In the

latter ages of Greece, ‘however, the fame
thingwas Permitted from views of remote in-
tereft o

conveniency which could by no
means excpfe it. Uninterruptcd cuftom had
by this time o thoroughly authorized the
Practice, that nog only. the loofe maxims of
t_!le world tollerated. this barbarous preroga-
“VG., but even the do&rine of philofophers,
P ought to have been more juft and ac-_

Curate, wasq led away by the eftablifhed cuf-
‘om, ang Upon thig a5 upon many other occa-
’ﬁons., infteaq of cenfuring, fupported the
horribje 2bufe by far fetched confiderations of
publick utility,  Ariftotle talks of it as of
What the magiftrate ought upon many occa-
fiong, g Shcourage. The humane Plato is.of
the fame OPinion, and, with all that love of
Manking v ich feems to animate all his writ-
N85, 10 twhere marks this pra&ice with dif-
approbaticn. When cuftom can give fancti-
on

4o
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/s/on to fo dreadful a violation of humanity, wé:
may well imagine that there is fcarce any par-
ticular practice {o grofs which it, cannot au-
thorize. . Such a thing, we hear men cvery
day faying, is commonly done, and they feem
- to think this a {ufficient apology for 'what in
itlelf is the moft unjuft and unreafonable con-
dudt.

There is an obvious reafon why cuftom
fhould never pervert our {entiments with re-
gard to the general ﬁilc and chara&er of con-
duct and behaviour, in the fame degree as
with regard to the propriety or unlawfullnefs
of particular ufages. There never can be any
fuch cuftom. No fociety could fubfift a mo-
ment in which the ufual ftrain of mens con-
duét and behaviour was of .a piece with the
horrible practice 1 jult now mentioned,

PART
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Of Syf’ce;ms of MoraL PHIPosOPHY';

SR C T. T

Of the queftions which ought to be exami-
ned in a theory of moral fentiments.

F we examine the moft celebrated and re-

markable of the different theories which
have been given concc:x"ninr‘.c,vr the natare and
origin of our moral fentiments, we fhall find
‘ tha} almoft all of them coincide with fome
Partor other of that which 1 have been en-

§i§avouring to give an account of; and that

I every thing which has already been faid be
fully confidered, we fhall beat no lofs to ex-
Plain what was the view or afpect of nature
which led each particular author to form his
Particular fyftem. From fome one or other
ot thofe principles which 1 have been endea-
Vouring tq unfold, every fyitem of morality
that eyer had any reputation in the world
e Perllapé, vitimately been derived. As
they are a] of them, in this refpect founded
‘ upon

4og,
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“upon natural principles, they are all of them

in fome meafure in‘the right. But as'many
of them are derived from a partial and imeer-
fe& view of nature, ' there are many of then
too in fome refpets in the wrong.

- Intreating of the principles of morals there
are two queftions to be confidered.  Firft,
wlhierein does virtue confift; or what is the
tone of tempet, and tenor of condu&, which
conftitutes the excellent and praife-worthy
charaéter, the chara@er which is the natural
object of efteem, honour and approbation ?
and fecondly, by what power or faculty in
the mind is it, * that this chara&er whatever
it be, is recommended to us? or in other
words, how and by what means does it come
to pafs, that the mind prefers one tenoe of
conduét to another, denominates the one
right and the other wrong; confiders the one
as the obje& of approbation, honour and re-
ward, * and the other of blame, cenfure and
punifhment ? |

We examine the firft queftion when we
confider whether virtue confifts in benevao-
lence, as Dr. Hutchefon imagines’; or in ad-
ing fuitably to the different relations we ftand
in, as Dr, Clark fuppofes ; or in the wife and

prudent
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radent purfuit of our own real and folid
appinefs, as has been the opinion of others? |

We examine the fecond queftion;. when
we confider, whether the virtuous character,
whatever it confifts in, be recommended to
us by. felf-love, which makes us perceive that
this character, both in ourfelves and others,
tends moft to promote our own private inter
et 5, or by reafon, which points out ta us the
ﬂiﬁcrence between one character and another,
in the fame mapner as it does that between
truth and falthood; or by a peculiar power
of perception, called a meoral fenfe, which
this virtuous charaer gratifies and pleafes,
@sthe contrary difgufts and difpleafesit;’ or
lat of ali, by fome other principle in human
Dature, {uch asa modification of fympathy,
ot the like,

1 ﬂmll‘b\egin with confidering the fyftems
Which hjve been * formed concerning | the
firkt of thefe queftions, and thall proceed afs

terwards to examine thofe concerning the
fecong, s

-

SECT.

Up 4]



Of SysTEMs ' _ Part VII@L

S'EC T. 1L /

Of the different accounts which have been
given of the nature of virtue.

INTRODUCTION.

'HE different accounts which have
been given of the nature of. virtue,
or of the temper of mind which conftitutes
the excellent and praife-worthy character,
" may be reduced to three different claffes. Ac-
cording to fome, the virtuous temper of
mind does not confift in any one {pecies of
affections, but in the proper government and
direction of all our affections, which may be
either virtuous or vitious according to the ob-
jects which they purfue, and the degree of
violence with which they purfue them. Ac-
cording to thefe authors, therefore, virtue
confifts in propriety.
According to others, virtue confifts in the
~ judicious purfuit of our own private intereft
and happinefs, or in the proper government
and- dire@tion of thofe felfith affections which
aim folely at this end. In the opinion of thefe
authors,

oo
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Authors,  therefore -virtue confifts in  pru-
dence. ds ,
_ Another fet of authors make virtue confift
0. thofe: affe@ions only which aim at the
happinefs of others,, not in thofe which aim
at our own, According to them, thercfors,
difinterefted benevolence is the only motive
which can ftamp upon any action the cha-
Talter of virtye, !
X The chara@er of virtue, it is evident, muft
Fl,‘i}}‘er be afcribed indifferently to all ouraf-
cCtions when under’ proper government and
feqion, or it muft be confined to fome one
clafs or divifion of them. The great divi-
flon of our afegtions is into the felfith and
t3€ beneyolent. If the character of victue
Crefore cannot be afcribed indifferently to
4 our affe&tions when under proper govern-
Ment and direion, it muft be confined either
¥ thofe, which aim direétly at our own prix
vate happinefs, or to thofe which aim di-
Ty ar that of others. If virtue, therefore,
988 not confift in propriety, it muft confift
€ither 1 prudence or in benevolence. Be-
ﬁ.des thefe three, it is fcarce poffible to ima-
+ 8lte thye any other account can be given jof
e natyre of virtue. 1 fhall endeayour to
10W hereafter how all the other accounts,
o W which
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which are feemingly different from any of
thefe, coincide at bottom with fome one or
other of them.

CHAP. L.
Of thofe fyﬁems which take. virtue comﬁﬂ:
: in propriety. :

. CCORDING to Plato) +to -Ari-

ftotle and to Zeno, virtue confifts i

the propricty of condid, or in the: fuitable-

nefs of the affe@ion from which we act to
the objeé which excites it.

I. In the fyftem of Plato * the foul is con-
fideréd as fomething like a little ftate or re-
pubhck comipofed of threc dlﬁ'ercnt facml-
ties or orders.

The firft is the Judgmg faculty, the faculty
which detefmines not only what arethe pro-
per ;means for attaining any end, but alfo
what ends are fit to be purfued, and what
degree of relative value we ought to put

upon: cach.  This faculty Platd called, as it
is very properly called, redfon, and confi-
dered it as what had a right to be the govern=.

& See ‘Plato de rep, lib. 4.
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g pfihcipl"e of the whole. Under this ap-
"1 pellation, it is evident; ‘he comprehended
‘1ot only that faculty by which we judge of
frufh and falfhood, but that by which we
*Judge of the propriety or impropriety of de- -
fires and affe@ions,
_ The différent paffions and* appetites, the
natural fubjets of this ruling principle, but
which are fo apt to rebel againft their mafter,
he reduced to two different claffes or orders.
The firft contified of ehold paflions, which are
founded in pride and refentment, or in what
the fchoolmen called the irafciblé part of the
foul ambition, animofity; the love of ho- °
+ Tour and the dread of fhame,  the'defire of
ViCtory;" fuperiofity. and .fevénge; “all thofe
paffions, ‘in fhort, which are fuppofed cither
to arife from, or'to dénote what by a' meta-
Phor in our language we eémmonly call' fpi=
rit or ‘nataral fire, The fecond confifted of
thofe paffions which' are founded in the love
of -pleafure, or in what the fchoolmen called
the concupifcible part'of the foul. It com- -
prehended 41l the appetites of the body, the
love of eafe and fecurity, and of all fenfual
gratifications, ¥

Ee 2 It
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It rarely happens that we-break in upon
that plan of conduct which the governing
principle prefcribes, and which in all our
cool hours we had laid down to ourfelves as
what was moft proper for us to purfue, but
when prompted by one or other of thofe two
different  fets .of . paffions ; either .by ungo-
vernable ambition and refentment, or by the
importunate, follicitations of prefent eafe and
pleafure.  But tho’ thefe two orders of paf
fions are fo apt to miflead us,’ they are ftill
confidered as neceflary parts,of human-na-
ture : The firft having been givea to defend
us againft injaries, , to aflert our rank and
dignity in the world, to make us aim at what
is noble 'and, honourable, and to make us
ditinguifh thofe who act in the fame man-
ner ;. the fecond, to provide for the fupport
and neceflities of the body.

In the firength, acutenefs and perfetion of
the governing principle was placed the eflen-
tial virtue of prudence, which, according to
Plato confifted in a jult and clear difcern-
ment, founded upon general and fcientific
ideas, of the ends which were proper to be
purfued, and of the means which were pro-
per for attaining.them,

‘When
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= When the ftff fet of paffions, thofe of ‘the
irafcible part of the foul, had that degree of
ftrength and firminefs, which enabled them, un-
Jer the direction of reafon; to defpife all dan-
.gf?fs_ in the purfuit of what was honourable
a_na noble ; it conflituted the virtue of" for-,
 Htude ang magnanimity. ‘This order of paf~
jons, according to this fyftem, was of a more
gene,ro“s' and noble nature than the other.
Sy wete' cofifidered upon mdny occafions
s t!‘ie"auxi’liaries of reafon to check, and re-
2 the ‘inferior and brutal appetites. We
i Often ANgry dt ourfelves, it was obferved,
o, Ofter become the objects of our own re-
fcntme'.it and/ indignation, when the love  of
P ngfure.'P'rO‘mptsbus to do ‘what we difap-
PTOVe " of'; and the irafcible part of our na-
e 8 I e i o A e
r at!\i}nal againft the concupiftible. "
€

, all thofe three different parts of our
nﬂture w

Other, w
fCiblc
Which

ere 1n perfe&' concord with one an.-
ken neither the iralcible nor concupi-
Paffions ever aifned at any gratification
reafon did not gapprove of, and 'when
ICafon fever commanted any thing, but what
thefe o their own accord weré willing to
Perform, . this happy compofure, this perfect
and Compleat h.%rlmony of foul conftinited
Ee 3 ‘ that

TR
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that virtue which in their language is exprefl= |
ed by a word which we commonly. tranflate
_temperance, but which might more properly
be tranflated good temper, orfobriety and
moderation of mind. : %'
Juftice, the laft and greateft of the four
cardinal virtues, took place, according to this
{yftem, when each of thofe three faculties of
the mind, confined itfelf to it’s proper office,
without attempting to encroach upon that
of any other ; when reafon direéted and paf-
fion obeyed, and when cach paffion perform-
ed its proper duty, and exerted itfelf towards
its proper objeét eafily and without reluc-
tance, and with that degree of force and en-
ergy, which was fuitable to the value of what
it purfued, . In this confiftec that compleat
virtye, that perfect. propriety of condu&,
which Plato, after fomie of the antient Pytha-
goreans, denominated Juftice. _
The word, it is to be obferved, which ex-
prefles jufticc in the Greek language has fe-
veral different meanings; and as the corref-
pondent word in all other languages, fo far
as I know, has the fame, there muft be fome
natural affinity among thofé various fignifica~
tions. ' In one fenfe we are f{aid to do juftice

to our neighbour when we abftain from doing
him

-

s
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Him any pofitive harm, and do not direély
:  burt hitn, either in his perfon, or in his
« = cltate, or in his reputation. This is that

- Juftice which I have treated of above, the ob-

,fe,rvance of which may be extorted by force,
2nd the violation of which expofes to punifh-
’3’?‘3‘- In another fenfe we are faid not to
'Eei 3:?‘93 _to aur neighbou: unlefs we con-~
Y€ dor him il that love, refpect and efteems
‘ZZ)};‘;?&ES ch:araé‘ter, his fituation, angi “his
B r01°nvlthh ourfelves, render fuitable
aCco}pd' Per for us to feel, and unlefs we aét
Ingly. It is'in this fenfe that we are

faid . .
foy to do Injuftice to a man of merit who is
2 ﬂne&cd

ing in, s with us, tho’ we abftain from hurt-
O‘;‘Tfelvésm every refgeft, if we do not exert
tklét.'ﬁtuat‘to ferve him and to place him in
tr wour ‘Zﬂ in which the m.xpartxal {pecta-
fenge of ¢ ¢ plea{'ed.to.fee him. The ﬁr'{’c
itat]e andc word coincides with what f\.l‘l-
Juftjce ) the_ Schoolmen C'ft” commutative
titig 6’.,\‘}5 r}d With v./hat Grotius Falls thc._;.z_z/l
Wh:r %, which confifts in abflaining
t Is anothers, and in doing volun-
Wever we can with propriety be
The ftcond fenfe of the word ~ #
what fome have called diftri-
Eec4 butive

[//"S/
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basive juftice s, and with the jufitiadttributrie

own, and in the applying,it itothofe; pur-
pofes sithet of charity or generofity; to which
it is .moft {uitable; .in our fituation. ithat it
thould beapplied, 1o this fenfe juftice com-
prehends all the, focial virtues.  There s yet
another fenfe in, which the word juftice. is
fometimes taken,, ftill more ,exte_.nﬁve‘, than
either of the former, tho’ very much akin
to the laft; and which runs too, fo far as 1
know, through all languages. - It is in: this
laft fenfe that we are {aid to be upjuft, when
we do not feem to value any particular object
with that degree of 'efteem,, or to purfue it
with that degree of ardour which to the im-
partial fpetatot it may appear to deferve or
to be naturally fitted for exciting. |Thus we
are faid to do injuftice to a poem or a picture,
when we do not admire them enough, and
we are faid to do them more than juftice when
we admire them too much. (. In the fame
- manner we are faid to do injuftice to ourlelyes
when we appear not to give fufficient jatten-

2 The diftributive juhice of Ariftotle is fomewhat diferent.
It confifts in the proper diftributiou of rewards from the pub-

lick fock of a community. fee Ariftotle Ethic, Nic. 1. 3.
C. 2.

tion

Ui
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% z:&aany'particular object of felf-intereft.

" Inthis laft fenfe, what is called juftice means
the fame thing ‘with exa& and perfeét proprie-

ty ‘of> condu and behaviour, and compre-
hends i it, ot only the offices of both com-
Mutative ang diftributive juftice, but of every
Other virtie, 'of prudence, of fortitude, of
oMperance, Tttisithis laft fenfe that Plato
'evidently underftands what he calls juftice,
and which, theréfore according to him, com-

Prehends i 5 the perfection of every fort of
Virtue, : '

Such is the account given by Plato of the

Nature of vittue, or of that temper of mind
Which s the proper obje& of praife and ap-
Probation, 1, confifts, according to him, in
that ftage of mind in which every faculty con-
NS itsfelf withip its proper {phere without
encroaching upon that of any other, and per-
A0rms g Proper office with that precife de-
Sree of ftrength and vigour which belongs to
» s aCcount, it is evident, coincides in
Cvery refpe with what we have - faid above
Ooncerning the propriety of condu¢t.
. Virtue, * according to Ariftotle, C?‘{‘{
ifts

1" See Asigode Eehic, Nic. 1. 2. c. 5. et feq. etl 3. c
3+ et fc(l,

(”7
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Yo wilts in the habitual mediocrity of the affec-
tions according to right reafon. . Every par-i
ticular virtue, according to him, liesina kind
of middle between two oppofite vices, of
which the one offends from being too much,
the other from being too little affeGted by a
particular {pecies of objects. Thuys the yirtue
of fortitude or courage lies in a middle be-
tween the oppofite vices of cowardice and of

. prefumptuous rathne(s, of which thie one of-
fends from being too much, and the other
from being too little affected by the objects of
fear.. Thus too the virtue of frugality liesin

~ + amiddle between avarice and profufion, of
which the one confifts in an excefs, the
other ina defect of the proper attention to the
ohjects of felf-intereft,” Magnanimity, in the
fame manner, liesin amiddlebetween the ex-
cefs of arrogance and the defect of pufillani-
mity, of which the one confifts in tog extraya-
gant, the other in too weak a fentiment of our
own worth and dignity. It is unneceflary toob-
fervethat this account of virtue correfponds tao
pretty  exactly with what has. been faid
ahove concerning the propriety and impro-
priety of conduct.

Accordin g

Wd



o T o Y ol
. 2, of MorAL PuIz0s0PHY. 42,@L
L/ According to Ariftotle *; indeed, vircue did
- BOE o much confift in .thofe moderate ‘and
right affections, asin the habit of this mode-
ration. - In - order to underftand this, it isto
b‘_e obferyed, that virtue may be confidered
: e”‘h?f as the quality of ‘an a&ion, or as
the quality of a perfon.  Confidered as the
Quality of 4p action, it confifts, even accord-
'8 o Atiftotle, in the reafonable moderation -
of the affe@ion from which the a&ion pro-
Ceeds, whether this difpofition be habitual to
She'perfon of not. 1 Confidered 25 the quality
i perfon, it confifts in the habit of this
feafonable moderation, in it’s having become
thf’ Cuftomary and uofual difpofition of the
Mnd. | Thus the action which proceeds from
WM occafional fit of generofity is undoubtedly
& 8eherous adion, but the man who performs
%, is nog necefiarily a generous: perfon, be-
Caufe jt may be the {ingle aftion of the kind
“fhich he ever performed. . The motive and
d'fpoﬁtion of heart, from which this actign
e Performed, may have been quite juft and
PfOper ¢\ hut as this happy mood feems'to
Ve been the effect rather of accidental hu=
Moyr than of any thing fteady or permanent

¥ S¢e Ariflotle Ethie. Nic. lib. i, ch. 5.2, 5 and &
Ul

Y-
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~gthe chara&er, it can'réfle@ no great ho-
nour upon the performer. “When'we deno-
minate a charater gencrous, or'charitable, or
virtuous ‘in any refpect, we miean to fignify
that the difpofition exprefled by each of thofe
appellations is the ufual and cuftomary difpo-
fition of the perfon.”* But fingle a&tions of
any kind, how ‘proper and fuitable foever,
areof little confequence tofhow that thisis the
cafe. ' If a fingle action was {ufficient to framp
the character of any wittue upon the perfon
who performed 'it, "the moft ‘worthlefs of
miankind might lay claim to all the virtues ;
fince there is no man who has not, upon fome
occafions; aéted with"prudence, juftice, tem-
perance and fortitude. But'tho’ fingle aétions,
how'laudable foever, refle@ very little praife
~ ipon - the' perfon who performs them, a
fingle vitious action performed by one whofe
conduét'is ufually very regular, greatly dimi-
nithes and fometimes deftroys altogether our
opinion of his virtue, A fingle action of this
kind fufficiently fhows that his habits are not
perfe&, and that he is lefs to be depended
upon_ than from the ufual train ‘of his be-
haviour we mwht have been apt to imagine.

Ariftotle

K0
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—Atriftotle too *, when he made virtue tocon-
fift in pratical habits, had it probably.in his
view .to oppofe the doétrine of Plato, ,who
{eems to have been. of opinion that juft ff:n—
timents-and reafonable judgments concerning
what was fit to be done or to be avoided,
Were alone fufficient to conftitute the moft per=
fect virgye, Virtue, according to Plato, might
€ confidered as a fpecies of {cience, ‘and no
than, he thought, could fee clearly and, de-
Menftratively what was right and what was
- Wrong, and mot ,a& accordingly. -, Paffiom
might make us act contrary to doubtful and
Whcertain opinions, not to plain and.evident
Judgments. Ariftotle, on the contrary, was .
of Opinion; that no conviction of the under-
.a0ding was capablé of getting the better of
Mveterate habits, and that good morals arofe
POt from knowledge but from a&ion.
L According to Zeno °, the founder of
the Stoical,, do@rine, - everyy animal was by
Mture recommended to- itsown care, and
Was indowed with the principle of felf-love
. See Ariftode Mag. Mor. lib i, €h. 1. .
> See Cicero de finibus, Lib. iii. alfe Diogenes Laertius in

#enotig; T vil, fegment. 84.

that
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~that it might endeavour to' preferve, not only
its exiftence, but all the different parts of its
natare ‘in the beft and moft perfect fiate of
which they were capable.

The felf-love of man embraced, if I may
fay fo, his body and all its differént mem-
bers; his mind  and all its different facultics
dnd powers, and defired the prefervation and
miaintainance of them all in their beff and
mofl perfe@ condition.  Whatever féndéd to
fupport this ftaté of exifterice wis, ‘thercfores
by nature, pointed out to him as fit to be
chofen; and whatever tended 'to ‘deftroy it
as fit to be rejected.  Thus hedlth, firength,
agility anid eafe of body, as wellas dll the ex-
ternal conveniencies which could promadte
‘theéfé, weilth,  pewer, honours, the refpect
anAdteficgm’ of thole we live with, were na-
turally pointed 6at €6 us as things eligible,
and 6f'which the pofféllion was preferable to

- thetcontrdty. « On''the other hand, ficknefs,
infirmity, unweildinefs; pain of bedy, a5
well ‘as'all the extermal inconveniencies whieh
tended to occafion or bring on apy of them,
paverty, the want of autherity, the contempt
or hatred of thole we live with ; were in the
fame manner, pointed out fo us as things to be
fhitnned and avoided,  In each of thofe two
different

Vi iy
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ifferént, claffes of objects there were fome
which appeared to be more the objects cither
of chaice or rejection’than others in ‘the' fame
daf&_ Thus in the firft clafs health appeared
evidently preferable to firength; and frength
to agility ; reputation'to power and power 10
riches. . And thus too, in the fecond clafs,
ficknefs was more to be avoided than unweil=
deﬁgfg of Body, ignominy, than poverty, and
Poverty than the want of authority. Virtue
a-n.é the propriety of conduct confifted “in
choofitig. and rejecting all different objects
- circumftances according as they were by
Naflre rendered more or lefs the objects of
N kot fejection 3 in  felecting always

M among the feveral objects of choice

Mk were prefented to usy that which
??as moft to be chofen, when we could net,
G,bm‘“ them all ;' and in felecting too out of

¢ feveral ghjects - of rejection: which mighe
a‘: ?ﬁpe"ed to us, that which was leaft to'be.
th': ided when it wds not in our power to avoid
thifl'a“' By choofing’ and: rejecting with
begt Juft ‘and . accurate difcérnment, by thas

OWing upon' every object the precife de-

S'€€ of atrention thit was due to it, accord=
fc’g 'O the place which it held in this matufal ~,

wle of things, we maintained, accordingto the

‘ Stoicsy

Y23



iés; that perfe@ retitude of conduct which
 conftituted the eflence of virtue. This was
what they called to live confiftently, to live ac-
cording to nature, and to obey thofe laws and
directions which nature or the author of na-
ture had prefcribed for our conduct.

So fat the Stoicaldea of propriety and virtue
is not very different from that of Ariftotle and
the antient peripatetics. What chiefly diftin-
guiﬂled thofetwof{yftems fromoncancther was
the different degrees of felf-command which
they required: ' The peripatetics allowed of
fome degree of perturbation as fuitable tothe
weaknefs of human nature, and as ufeful to fo
imperfet a creature as man, If his own mis~
fortune excited no paffionate grief, if hisown
injuries called forth no violent refentment, rea-
fon, or aregard to the general rules whichdeter-
mined what was right and fit to done, would
commonly, they thought, be too weak' to
prompt him to avoid the one or to beat off
the other. The Stoics, on the contrary, de-
manded the moft perfe® apathy, and re~
gaided every emotion that could in the {mal-
let degree difturb the tranquility of the mind,
" as the effe@ of levity and folly. The Peri-
patetics feem to have thought that no paffion
exceeded the bounds of propriety as long as

' R -
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'.The&ator , by the utmoft effort of huma-
nity, could fympathize with it. The ftoics, -
on the contrary, appear to have regarded every
Paflion as improper, which madeany demand
tuPon the {ympathy of the fpetator, or re-
Qitired him to alter in any refpect the natural
B 5 ordi"ary ftate of his mind, in order to
°P time with the vehemence of its emo-
:;?t.lfs’, A 'man of virtue, ‘they feem to have
.4;°tht, ought not to depend upon the ge-
SEI0fity of thofe he lives with for pardon or
#PProbation, g
to ?;C.or ding to the floics every event ought,
i ﬁ;f.e man, to appear indifferent, and '?vhat
¥, d“? own fake could be tbe objcé’c. neither
fOrr: A€, nor averfion, neither of joy, not
cherw'_ If he pre'ferred fome events: o
‘is‘ % }f fome ﬁtuatlpns were th.e ol‘sjeéts c:t
S0ice, and others of his rejection *, it
thisr:{?t’ becfaufe he regarded the one as in
or th tlves, in any refpeé’tbctter'than the o.th?r,
Pught that his own happinels would be )
foy Compleat in what is called the fortu~

na - { .

tht:eé- an in what is commonly regarded as
o tlﬂrefsful fituation ; but becaule the pro-
Prie

¥'of a&ion, the rule which the gods had

© of thefe exprefiions found a litle aukward in the
iBguage : they are literal tranilacions of the technical

Fi.- given

(
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given him for the dire@ion of his condu&,
required him to choofe and reje@ in this man-
ner. Among the primary obje@ts of natural
inclination, or among thofe things which
nature had originally recommended to us as
eligible, was ‘the profperity of our family,
of our relations; of our friends, of our coun-"
- try, of mankind, and of the univerfe in ge-
- meral.  Nature too had taught us that as the
profperity of two was preferable to that of
one, that of many or of all muft be infinitely
more f{o.- That we ourfelves were but one,
and that confequently wherever our prof-
perity was inconfiftent with that either of
the whole, or of any confiderable part
of the whole, it ought, even in our own
choice, to yield to what was fo vaftly prefer~
able. " Asall the events in this world were
conducted by the providence of a' wife,
powerful ‘and good God, we might be af-
fired that whatever happened, tended to the
profperity and perfe@ion of the whole, 1If
we ourfelves, therefore, were in poverty, in
ficknefs, or in any other calamity, we ought
firft of all to ufe our utmoft endeavours, fo
far as juftice and our duty to others would al-
Jow, to refcue ourfelves from this difagree-
able cireumftance.  But if after all we conld

b}
do,
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;' ¢/we found this impofiible, we ought to
reft fatisfied that the order and perfe@ion of

~the univerfe required that.we- fhould in the

mean time continue in this fituation. And
as the profperity of the whole (hould, even
10 us, appear preferable to f{o infignificant a
Part as ourfelves, our fituation, whatever it
Wwas, ought from that moment to become
the object of our choice, and even of our de-
fire, if we would maintain that compleat pro-
Pricty and reétitude of fentiment and conduck

I, which the perfeétion of our nature con-

lﬁ_& If, indeed, any opportunity of exgri--
Cating ourfelves fhould offer, it became our
duty to embrace it. The order of the uni-
Verfe, it was evident, no longer required our
Continuance in this fituation, and the great
director of the world plainly called uponus
10 leaye i, by fo clearly pointing out the road
Which we were to follow. It was the fame

Sale with the adverfity of our relations, our -

“€nds, onr country. If without violating
ANy more facred obligation, it was in our
POWer to prevent or, to. put an end to their
Salamity, ¢ undoubtedly was our duty to do
% The propriety of a&ion the rule which
Jupiter hyg given us for the direction of our

-Conduyct, evidently required this of us. Bu

Ff 2 if
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Fit was altogethér out . of our power to do
cither, we ought then to confider this event
asthemoft fortunate which could poffibly have
happened : . Becaufe - we' might be affured
that it tended moft to the profperity and or-
der of the whole ; which was what we out-
felves, if we were wife and equitable,  ought
moft of all to defire. “ In what fenfe, fays
*“ Epictetus, are fome things faid to be ac-
““ cording to our nature, and others contrary
“toit? It is in that fenfe in which we con-
¢ fider ourfelves as feparated and detached
* from all other things. For thus it may be
““faid 'to be according to the nature of the
* foot to be always clean. Bat if you con-
€ fider it as a foot, and not as fomething de.
“ tached from the reft of the body, it muft
* behoove it fometimes to trample in the dirt,
“ and fometimes to ‘tread upon therns,
** and fometimes too to be cut off for the fake
“ of 'the whole body ; and if it refufes this,
*“itis no longer a foot. Thus foo ought we
*“ to conceive with regard to curfelves, What
“are you? A man. Ifyon confider yourfelf

% as fomething feparated and detached, it‘is
“ agreeable to your nature to live to old 2 B
““to be rich, to be in health. Batif you
““ confider yourfelf as a man and as a part of
& a whole, upon account of that whole it

¢ will
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= vill behoove you fometimes to bg in fick-,
Pl nefs., fometimes to be expofed to the incon-
o L omiency of a fea voyage, fometimes to be

% ‘fn.wa‘{t; and at laft, perhaps, to die be-
% clm'a your time, Why then do you com~
« P40 T Don’t’ you know that by doing fo,
Mo the foot ceafes to be a foot, fo you,ceafe

loihd et -

vg;;hli }f_ubmii.ﬁon. to the ordcr.of the uni-
‘What,ev 'S entire indifference with regard to
i baler concerns ourfelves, when put into
S ,(;m?e vath the. mte_rcf.’c of. the whole,
e Othecnve. 1ts propriety, it is evident, from
t principle befides that upon which I

of u .
ou;,- flice was founded. . As long as we view
G OWn interefts with our own eyes, it is
Carge

g fcepf)ﬁible- that we {hould willingly ac-
interefi, mf their being thus' facrificed to the
it i1 (; the whol.e. It is 91}|y when we
others tl?-e oppofite interefts with the eyes of
0 be g, at what concerns ourfelves can appear
Contemptible in the comparifon, as to
evﬂ;cggned without any rclg&a’ncc. To
cerneg ody l?ut the perfon principally con-,
hothing can appear more agreeable to

2 Arrian. hib.ii. e,

) O ' reafon

/fz ,-ji

-
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. €0deavoured to fhow that the propriety
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réafon and propriety than that the part fhould
give place to the whole. But what is agree-
able to the reafon of all other men, ought
not to appear contrary to his, He himfelf
therefore ought to approve of this facrifice
-and acknowledge its conformity to reafon.
But all the affe@tions of a wife man, accord-
ing to the floics, are perfetly agreeable to
reafon and propriety, and of their own ac-
- cord coincide with whatever thefe ruling
principles prefcribe. A wife man, therefore,
could never feel any relu@ance to comply
with this difpofition of things.
1V, Befides thefe antient, there are fome
modern fyftems, according to which virtue
confifts in propriety ; or in the fuitablenefs of
the affeGtion from which we a& to the caufe
or object which excites it. ‘The fyftem of
Dr. Clark, which places virtue.in acting ac-
cording to the relations of things, in regula-
ting our condu@ according to the fitnefs or
incongruity which there may be in the appli-
cation of certain actions to certain things, or
to certain relations : That of Mr. Woollafton,
which places it in adting according to the truth
of things, according to their proper nature
and effence, or in treating them as what they
really are, and not as what they are'not : that

of
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-of mylord Shaftefbury,which places it in main- !
taining a proper balance of the affetions, and
in allowing, no paffion to go beyond its pro-
Per fphere : are all of them more ot lefs inac-
curate deferiptions of the fame fundamental
weg,' .y : -
' hThe-defcription of virtue which is either
~ 8en, or a¢ leaft meant and intended to be
8Ven in each of thofe fyftems, for fome of the -
€fn authors are not very fortubate in their
ahner of exprefling themfelves, is no doubt
AUt juft, fo far as it goes. ‘There is no virtue
Withouy propriety, and wherever there is pro-
Priety, fome degree of approbation is due.
Bm, fill this defeription is imperfe&t. For
i}:rot Propriety is an effential ingredient in every
10us adion, it.is not always the fole in-
S Dyneriieqt aGions, have in, them
?:Zthff quality by which they appear not only
of t; €Ive approbation but recompence. None
. -30fe fyftems account cither eafily or fuf-
SC0tly for that fuperior degree of efteem
“fhlch feems due to fuch a&ions, or for that \
dlve.rﬁty of fentiment which they naturally .
“XCte,  Nejther is ithe defeription of* vice
More Compleat, For, in the fame manner,
' impropriety is ‘a neceffary ingredient in
°TY vitious ation, it is not always the fole
Ffa . . ingre=

Cv
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gree of abfurdity and .impropriety in very
‘harmlefs and infignificant a&ions. Deliberate
actions, of a pernicious tendency to thofe we
live with, have, befides their impropriety, a
peeuliar quality of their own by which they
appear to deferve, not only difapprobation,
but punithment ; and to be the objeéts, not
of diflike merely, but of refentment and re-
venge : and none of thofe fyftems eafily and
fufficiently acconnts for that fuperior degree
of deteftation which we feel for fuch
actions.

CHAP,
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CiH AP IR
Of thofe fyftems which make virtue confift.

in prudence.

VHE moft antient of thofe fyftems which
make virtue confift in prudence, - and
of which any confiderable remains have come
OWn to us is that of Epicurus, who is faid
OWever, to have borrowed all the leading
Principles of his philofophy from fome of
f0fe who had gone before him, particularly
fom Ariftippus ; tho® it is very probable,
N0twithftanding this allegation of his enemies,
that at leaft his manner of applying thofe
PHnciples was altogether his own,
_ACCOrding to Epicurus® bodily pleafure and
!I‘J:lm Were the fole ultimate objets of natu~
defire and averfion. That they were al-
Ways the natural obje@s of thofe paffions, he
ingught: required no proof. Pleafure, might
nofedz appear fometimes to be avoided ;
ec’ however, becaufe it was pleafure, but
ehha“f% by the enjoyment of it, we fhould
°f forfeir fome greater pleafure, or expofe

Y a ¢ i
See Cicero de finibus, lib.i. Diogenes Laert. 1, x.
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arfelves to fome pain that was more to be
avoided than this pleafure was to be defired.
Pain, in the fame manner, .might appear
fometimes to be eligible ; not, however, be-
caufe it:-was pain, but becaufe by enduring it
we might either avoid a flill greater pain, or
acquire fome pleafure of ‘much more impor-
tance. . That bodily pain and pleafure, there-
fore, were always the natural obje@s of de-
fire and averfion, was, he thought, abun-
dantly evident. Nor was it lefs fo, he ima-
gined, that they were the fole ultimate ob-
jects of thofe paffions. = Whatever elfe was
cither defired or avoided was fo, according
to him, upon account of its tendency to pro-
duce one or other of thofe {enfations,  The .
tendency to procure pleafure rendered power
and riches defireable, as the contrary ten-
dency to produce pain made poverty and in-
fignificancy the objeé@s of averfion. Honour
and reputation were valued, becaufe the ef-
teem and love of thofe we live with were of
" the greaieft confequence both to procure plea-
fure and to defend us from pain.  Ignominy
and bad:fame, on the contrary, were to be
avoided, becaufe the hatred, contempt and
Jefentment of thofe we live with deftroyed
all

\ r:' tf
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“Tecurity, and neceffarily expofed us to the
greateft bodily evils.
All the pleafures and pains of the mind
~ Were, according to Epicurus, ultimately de-
rived from thofe of the body. The mind
Was happy when it thought of the paft plea-
fures of “the body, and hoped for others to
Come: and it was miferable when it thought
of the pains which the body had formerly
ndured, and dreaded the fame or greater
thereafter.
But the pleafures and pains of the mind,
o’ ultimately derived from thofe of th.
ody, were vaftly greater than their origi-
Dals.  The body felt only the fenfation of
the prefent inftant, whereas the mind felt ‘
alfs the paft and the future, the one by re-
Membrance, the other by anticipation, and
Confequently both fuffered and enjoyed much’ |
\y Mmore., When we are under the greateft
bodily pain, he obferved, we fhall always
Nd, if we attend to it, that it is not the fuf-
ering of the prefent inftant which chicfly
Olinents s, but either the agonizing re-
Membrance of the paft, or the yet more hor-
Mble'dreqd of the future. The pain of each
Wftant, confidered by itfelf, and cut off from
al that goes before and all that comes after

it
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% is a trifle, not worth the regarding, = Yet
this 1s all which the body can ever be faid to

. {uffer. For the fame manner, when we en-

joy the greateft pleafure, we fhall always find
that the bodily fenfation, the fenfation of the
prefent inftant makes but a {mall part of our
happinefs, that our enjoyment chiefly arifes .
either from the chearful recolle@ion of the
paft or the flill more joyous anticipation of
the future, and that the mind always contti-
butes by much the largeft fhare of the enter-
tainment.
. Since our happinefs and mifery, therefore,
depended chiefly upon the mind, if this part
of our nature was well difpofed, if our
thoughts and opinions were as they fhould
be, it was of little importance in what man-
ner our body was affeted. Tho’ under great
bodily pain, we might ftill enjoy a confider-
able (hare of happinefs, if our reafon and judg-
ment maintained their fuperiority, We might
entertain ourfelves with the remembrance of
paft, and with the hopes of future pleafure 5
we might foften the rigour of our pams, by
recolle&mg what it was which, even in this
fituation, we were under any neceflity of fuf-
fering. That this was meerly the bodily fen-
fation, the pain of the prefent inftant, which

by
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itfelf -could never be very great. That
whateyer agony we f{uffered from the drea'd
of its continuance was the effe@® of an opi-
Nion of the mind, which might be corre&e.d
Y Jufter fentiments ; by confidering that if ‘
OUr pains were violent they would probably
€ of thort duration ; and that if they'were
o long Continuance, they would probably be
Moderate,  ang admit of many intervals of
®afe; and that, atanyrate, death was alW?ys
At hang and within call to deliver us, which
as’.aCCOFding to him, it put an end to all fen-.
aton, either of pain or pleafure, could not
= Togarded as an evil. ' Whed tve are, faid
© death is not ; and when death is, we are
ot 5 death therefore can be nothing to us.
the actual fenfatior of pofitive pain was
P Lelf o Jieyge to be feared, that of pleafure
I 1o b defived Naturally the
shfation of pleafure was much lefs pungent
AN ‘that of paif, " 'If, therefore, this laft
ould take g very little from the happinefs
ofa Well-difpofed mind, the other could add
fearee any thing to it. © When the body was
<€ from pain’ and the mind from fear afld
a“"iety, the fuperadded fenfation of bodily
Pleaﬁ"ﬁ could be' of very little importance ;
&= thollgh it might diverfify, could not pro-

perly
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fituation.

In eafe of body, therefore, and in fecurity
or tranquility of mind, confifted, dccording
to Epicurus, the moft perfe& ftate of human
nature, the moft compleat happinefs which
man was capable of epjoying. To obtain
this great end of matural defire was the fole
obje& of all the virtues, which, according
to him, were not defireable upon their own
account, but upon account of their tendency
to bring about this fituation.

Prudence, for example, tho’, according to
this philofophy, the fource and principle of
all the virtues, was not defireable upon its
own account, That careful and laborious
and circam{pet. ftate of mind, ever watch-
ful and ever attentive to the moft diftant con-
fequences of every action, could not be a
thing pleafant or agreeable for its own fake,
butupon account of its tendency to thegreateft
goods and to keep off the greateft evils.

To abftain from pleafure too, to curb and
reftrain our natural paflions for enjoyment,
which was the office of temperance, could
never be defireable for its own fake. . The
whole value of this virtue arofe from its uti-
lity, from its enabling us to poftpone the pre-

fent
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“dent enjoyment for the fake of a greater to
€0me, or to avoid a greater pain that might .
€nfue from it. Temperance, in fhort, was ‘?
nothing * byt prudence with regard to
Ppleafure,

To fupport labour, to endure pain, to be
€Xpofed to danger or to death, the fituations
which fortitude would often lead us into,

were furely ftill lefs the objects of natural de-

"¢ They are chofen only to avoid greater
Cooevils,  we fubmitto labour, in order to avoid

the greater thame and pain of poverty, and

We expofe ourfelves to danger and to death in

€lence of pur liberty and property, the means

Idinftruments of pleafure and happinefs ; oo -

10 defence of oy country, in the fafety of which

our owp ig neceffarily comprehended. - For=

Stde engbles us to do all this chearfully, as

€ beft which, in our prefent fituation, can

A Poffibly pe done, and is in reality no more
o Prudence, good judgment and prefence
of ming j, properly appreciating pain, labone
i da“ger, always chufing the lefs in order
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