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S E C T I O N  I.

Of S Y M  P A T H V.

HOW felfifti foever man may be jfup.
poled, there are evidently lomc prin­

ciples m liis nature which interefl him 
in the fortune of others, and render their 

l happiriefs neceflary to him, though he 
derives nothing from it except the plea-

‘ " re of f“ ‘ "S  il- ° f  this kind is pity 
oi companion, the emotion which we i d  
for the outcry of others, when we either 
fee it, or are made to conceive it i„  ,  
very lively manner. That we often d 
rive forrow from the forrow o f others is 
too obvious to require any inftances to 
prove it j for this fentiment, like all the 
other original paflions of human nature

B £
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is oy no means confined to the virtuous 
and humane, though they perhaps may 
feel it with the moll: exquifite fa lli­
bility. The greateft ruffian, the moft 
hardened violator of the laws o f fociety, 
is not altogether without it.

As w e have no immediate experience 
of what other men feel, we can form 
no idea o f the manner in which they are 
affected, but by conceiving what we our- 
felves fhould feel in the like fituation. 
Though our brother is upon the rack, 
as long as we are at our eafe, our fenles 
w ill never inform us of what he buffers.
They never did and never can carry tis 
beyond our own penons, and it is by the 
imagination only that we can form any 
conception o f what are his fenfations; 
jJeither can that faculty help us to this 
any other way, than by representing to us 
what would be o n  own i f  we were in ' 
bis calc. I is die impieffions o f our own 
fenfes only, not thole 0f  his, which our 
imaginations copy, by the imagination 
we place ourfelves in his fituation, we 
conceive ourfelves enduring au the fame 
torments, we enter as it were i „ t0 h;s tody 
and become in lomc mcafure him, and

thence
l<f
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thence form fome idea ot his fenfations, 
and even feel fomething which, though 
weaker in degree, is not altogether unlike 
them. His agonies, when they are thus 
brought home to ourfelves, when we have 
thus adopted and made them our own, 
begin at laft to affect us, and we then 
tremble and ihudder at the thought of 
what he feels. For as to be in pain or 
dih re fs of any kind excites the molt excef- 
hve forrow, fo to conceive or to imagine 
that we are in it, excites fome degree of 
the fame emotion, in proportion to the 
vivacity or dulnefs of the conception.

That this is the fource of our fellow- 
feeling for the mifery of others, that it , 
is ny c ranging places in fancy with the 
mteie! , tiiat we come either to conceive 

or to be affeaed by what he feels, may 
be demonftrated by many obvious obfer- 
vahons, if it ihould not be thought fuf- 
ficiently evident of itfelf. When we fee 
a ftroke aimed and juft ready to fall upon 
the kg or arm of another perfon. we natu­
rally flirink and draw back our own leg or 
our own arm; and when it does fall, wc feel 
it in fom£ meafui e, and are hurt by it as 
well as the fuffcrer. The mob, when they 

B 2 are
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are gazing at a dancer on the flack rope, 
naturally writhe and twift and balance 
their own bodies, as they fee him do, and 
as they feel that they themfelves mult do 
in his lituation. Perfons of delicate fibres 
and a weak conflitution of body, complain 
that in looking on the fores and ulcers 
that are expofed by beggars in the ftreets, 
they are apt to feel an itching or uneafy 
fenfation in the corefpondent part of their 
own bodies. 1 he horror which they con­
ceive at the mifery of thofe wretches af­
fects that particular part in themfelves 
more than any other; becaufe that hor­
ror arifes from conceiving what they them- 
ielvos would fuller, if they really were the 
wretches whom they are looking upon, 
and if tnat particular part in themfelves 
was actually altccted in the fame mifer- 
able mannei. ihe very force o f this 
conception is fufticient, in their feeble 
frames, to produce (hat itching or uneafy 
fenfation complaint of, JVlen o f the moll 
rebuff make, obfeivc that in looking up­
on fore eyes they often feel a very fenfible 
forenels in theii own, which proceeds 
from the fame ieafon; that organ being 
in the ftrongeft man more delicate than

any
iQ>
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any other part of the body is in the 
weakeft.

Neither is it thole circumftances only, 
which create pain or forrow, that call 
forth our fellow-feeling. Whatever is the 
paffion which ariles from any obje£t in 
the perfon principally concerned, an 
analagous emotion fprings up, at the 
thought of his fituation, in the bread of 
every attentive fpeclator. Our joy for the 
deliverance of thofe heroes of tragedy 
or romance who inteied us, is as fin- 
cere as our grief for their dihrcfs, and 
our fellow-feeling with their mifery is not 
more real than that with their happinefs.
We enter into their gratitude towards thofe 
faithful friends who did not defert them 
in their difficulties; and we heartily go 
along with their refentment againft thofe 
perfidious traitors who injured, abandon­
ed, or deceived them. In every paffion 
of which the mind of man is fufceptible, 
the emotions of the by-dandcr always 
correfpond to what, by bringing the 
cafe home to himfelf, he imagines, ihouid 
be the fentiments of the fufferer.

Pity and compafhon are words appro­
priated to fignify our fellow-feeling with 

B 3 the
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x ^!Î i :h e  forrow o f others. Sympathy, though 
its meaning was, perhaps, originally the 
fame, may now, however, without much 
impropriety, be made ufe of to denote our 
fellow-feeling with any paflion what­
ever.

Upon fome occafions fympathy may 
feem to arife meerly from the view of a 
certain emotion in another perfon. The 
paflions, upon fome occafions, may feem 
to be translated from one man to an­
other, inftantaneoufly, an(j antecedent to
any knowledge of what excited them in 
the perfon principally concerned. Grief 
and joy, for example, ftrongly expreffed 
in the look and geftnreg 0f  any one> a t , 
once affect the fpe&ator with fome degree 
ot a like painful or agreeable emotion.
A  frailing face 3S> to every body that fees 
it, a chearful object j as a forrowful coun­
tenance, on the other hand, is a melan­
choly one.

This, howev ci, does not hold univer- 
fd  y with regard to every paflion. There 
are fome o f which the cxpreffions excite 
no fort of fympathy, but before we are 
acquainted with what gyye occafion to 
them* lerve rat he t to difguq- ai^j provoke

us
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us againft them. The furious behaviour 
of an angry man is more likely to exafpe- 
rate us againft himfelf than againft his ene­
mies. As we are unacquainted with his 
provocation, we cannot bring his cafe home 
to ourfelves, nor conceive any thing like the 
pahions which it excites. But we plainly 
lee what is the fituation of thole with 
whom he is angry, and to what vio­
lence they may be expofed from fo en- 
laged an adverfary. We readily, there- 
lore, fympathize with their fear or refent- 
ment, and arc immediately difpofed to take 
party againft the man from whom they 
appear to be in fo much danger.

I f  the very appearances of grief and 
jpy infpire us with fome degree of the 
like emotions, it is becaufe they fuggeft 
to us the general idea of fome good or 
bad fortune that has befallen the-perfon 
m whom we obferve them: and in thefe '

Uttle°nSflthlS 1S lufficient to have fome 
lef lnfluence upon us. The effe&s of 

g iet and joy terminate in the perfon
*° |!cls tho),‘ emotions, of which the 

expreflions do not, like thofe of relent 
ment} fuggeft to us the idea of anyothu- 
pertwii for whom we are concerned, and

4 whole
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X w bede intercfts are oppoiite to his. The 

general idea o f good or bad fortune, 
therefore, creates fome concern for the 
perfon who has met with it, but the 
general idea of provocation excites no 
Sympathy with the anger o f the man 
who has received it. Nature, it feems, 
teaches us to be more averfe to enter in­
to this paffion, and, till informed of its 
caufe, to be difpofed rather to take part 
againft it.

Even our fympathy with the grief or 
joy o f another, before we are informed 
o f the caufe of either, is always extreme­
ly imperfect. General lamentations, which 
exprefs nothing but the anguifh of the 
fufferer, create lather a curiofity to en­
quire into his fituation, along with fome 
difpofition to fympathize with him, than 
any a&uai fympathy that is very fenfible.
The firft queflion that we afk is, W hat has 
befallen you ? ”1  ill this be anfwered, tho’ 
v e are uneafy both from the vague idea 
o f his misfortune, and ftUl more from 
torturing ourfelves with conjectures about 
what it may be, yet our fellow-feeling i$ 
pot very cpnliderable.

Sym-
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Sympathy, therefore, does not arife fo 
much from the view of the paflion, as 
from that of the fituation which excites 
it. We fometimes feel for another, a 
paflion of which he himfelf feems to be 
altogether incapable; becaufe when we 
put ourfelves in his cafe, that paflion 
aiifes in our breaft from the imagination, 
though it does not in his from the re­
ality. We blufh for the impudence and 
uidenefs of another, though he himfelf 
appeals to have no lenle of the impro­
priety of his own behaviour; becaufewc 
cannot help feeling with what confufion 
we ourfelves fhould be covered, had we 
behaved in 10 ablurd a manner.

Of all the calamities to which the con­
dition of mortality expofes mankind, the 
lots of reafon appears, to thofe who have 
tne leaft fpark of humanity, by far the 
molt dreadful, and they behold"'that laft 
itage of human wretchednefs with deeper 
commiferation than any other. But the 
poor wretch, who is in it, laughs and

aad is altogether infcnfible 
ot his own milery. The anguifh which 
humanity feels, therefore, at the fight of 
luch an objeft, cannot be the reflection

of

2A



xWWj&if any fentiment of the fufferer. The ^  ‘ 
compaffion of the fpedlator muft arife 
altogether from the confideration o f what 
he himfelf would feel if  he was reduced 
to the fame unhappy iituation, and, what 
perhaps is impoffible, was at the fame time 
able to regard it with his prefent realbn 
and judgment.

W hat are the pangs of a mother when 
ilie hears the moanings of her infant that 
during the agony of difeafe cannot expreis 
what it feels ? In her idea of what it fuf- 
fers, die joins, to its real lielpleflnefs, her 
own confcioulneis of that helpleifnefs, and 
her own ten oi s for the unknown confe- 
quences oi its diforder j and out of all ' 
thefe forms, for her ownforrow, the moil: 
complete image or mifery and diilrefs.
The infant, however, fee]s on}y the un- 
eafinefs o f the piefent inftant, which can 
never be great. With regard to the fu­
ture it is perfe£t!y fee arc, and in its thought- 
leifnefs anci vv ant of rorefight poiTtlles an 
antidote againii fear and anxiety, the 
great tormentors of the human bread:, 
from which leafon and philofophy will 
in vain attempt to defend it when it grows 
up to a man.

4  W e
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' 1 .'"We fyrnpathize even with the dead, 
and overlooking what is of real impor­
tance in their fituation, that awful futu­
rity which awaits them, we are chiefly af­
fected by thofe circumfiances which ftrike 
our fenfes, but can have no influence upon 
their happinefs. It is miferable, we think, 
to be deprived of the light of the fun 5 
to be fhut out from life and conversation; 
to be laid in the cold grave a prey to 
corruption and the reptiles of the earth $ 
to be no more thought of in this world, 
hut to be obliterated in a little time from 
the affections and almoit from the me­
mory of their deareft friends and relations,*
Surely, we imagine, we can never feel too 
much for thofe who have fuffered fo dread­
ful a calamity. The tribute of our fellow- 
feeling feems doubly due to them now when 
they are in danger of being forgot by 
e\ci\ body: and, by the vain honours 
\\ hich vv e pay to their memory, we endea­
vour, for our own rnifery, artificially to 
keep ,llVe 0U1 melancholy remembrance 
of their misfoi tune. That our fympathy' 
can afford them no confolation feems to 
be an addition to their calamity ; and to 
think that ah we can do is unavailing,

and
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V "that, what alleviates all other diftrefs, 
the regret, the love and the lamentation 
o f  their friends, can yield no comfort to 
them, ferves only to exafperate our fenfe 
o f  their mifery. The happinefs o f the 
dead, however, moft ahurediy, is affected 
by none o f thefe circumftances j nor is it 
the t ought o f thefe things which can ever 
ditturb the fecmity of their repofe. The 
idea o f that dreary and endlefs melancholy, 
which the fancy naturally afcribes to their 
condition, aii.'.s Altogether from our join­
ing to the change which has been pro­
duced upon them, our own confcioufnefs 
o f that change, fiom our putting ourfelves 
in their fituation, and from our lodging, 
if I  may he allowed to fay fo, our own 
living fouls m their inanimated bodies,
and thence conceiving Avhat would be our
emotions in this calc, jj- js very ftiu_ 
fion o f the imagination which renders the 
forefight o f our own diflblution fo terrible 
to us, and the idea of thofe circumftances, 
which undoubtedly can give us no pain 
when we are dead, makes us iniferabJe 
while we are ali\e. And from thence 
arifes one o f the moft important prin­
ciples in human nature, the dread o f death,

tho
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the great poifon to the happinefs, but 
the great reftraint upon the injuftice o f 
mankind, which, while it affli&s and mor­
tifies the individual, guards and protects 
the fociety,

l  '...................... .x .. " . . .  \
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S E C T .  II .

O f the fentiment by which we ap­
prove or difapprove of the pai- 
jQons and affedions of other men, 
as fuitable or unfuitable to their
objeds.

C H A P .  I.

O f the pleafure of mutual S y m p a t h y .

B U T  whatever may be the caufe of 
fympathy, or however it may be 

excited, nothing pleafes us more than to 
obferve in other men a fellow-feeling 
■ with all the emotions of our own bread:; 
nor are we ever fo much (hocked as' by 
the appearance ol the contrary. Thofe 
who are fond of deducing all our fen- 
timents from certain refinements of fc.if- 
love, think themlclves at no lofs to ac- * 
count, according to their own principles, 
both for this pleafure and this pain. Man, 
fay they, confcious of his own weaknefs

and
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of the need which he has for the af~ 
fifcance of others, rejoices whenever he 
obferves that they adopt his own paflions, 
becaufe he is then aflured of that affifl- 

\ ance; and grieves whenever he obferves the 
contrary, becaufe he is then aflured of then 
opposition; But both the pleafure and 
the pain are always felt fo inftantaneoufly, 
and often upon fitch frivolous occafions, 
that it feems evident that neither of them 
can be derived from any fitch felf-intereft- 
ed confideration. A man is mortified 
when, after having endeavoured to divert 
the company, he looks round and fees that 
110-body laughs at his jeits but himfelf.
On the contrary, the mirth of the company 
is highly agreeable to him, and he re­
gards this correfpondence of their fenti- 
ments with his own as the greateft ap- 
plattfe.

Neither does his pleafure feem to arife 
altogether from the additional vivacity 
which his mirth may receive from fym- 
pathy with theirs, nor his pain from the 
dilappointment he meets with when he 
mifles this pleafure; though both the one 
and the Other, no doubt, do in fome

meafure v
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^ g ^ p r o v e  o f his grief. Yet it may- o f t e r P ^  
happen, without any defect o f humanity 
on our part, that, fo far from entering 
into the violence o f his forrow, we fhould 
fcarce conceive the firft movements o f con­
cern upon his account. Both he and his 
father, perhaps, ate intirely unknown to 
us, or we happen to be employed about 
other things, and do not take time to pic­
ture out in our imagination the different
circumftances o f diftrefs which muff occur
to him. "W e have learned, however, from 
experience, that fuch a misfortune naturally 
excites fuch a degree of forrow, and we 
know that i f  we took time to confider his 
fituation fully and in all its parts, we 
fhould, without doubt, molt fincerely fym- 
pathize with him. It is upon the confci- 
oufnefs o f this conditional fympathy, that 
our approbation of his forrow is founded, 
even in thofe ca ês in which that fympa- 
thy does not actually take place; and the 
general rules derived from our preceding 
experience o f what, upon moft occafions, 
our fentiments would correfpond with, cor- 

the impropriety o f our prefent emo­
tions.

The

# 1
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The fentiment or affection of the heart 
. from which anyadfion proceeds, and upon 

which its whole virtue or vice muft ulti­
mately depend, may be confidered under 
two different afpedts, or in tvyo different 
relations; firft, in relation to the caufe 
that excites it, or the motive that gives oĉ  
cafion to i t ; and fecondly, in relation to 
the end that it propofes, or the effect that 
it tends to produce.

In the fuitablenefs or unfuitablenefs, in 
the proportion or difproportion which the 
affection feems to bear to the caufe or ob­
ject which excites it, confuTs the propriety 
or impropriety, the decency or ungrace- 
fulnefs of the confequent adlion.

In the beneficial or hurtful nature of the 
effedts which the affection aims at, or tends 
to produce, conlifts the merit or demerit of 
the action, the qualities by which it is en­
titled to reward, or is deferving of punish­
ment.

Philofophers have, of late years, confider­
ed chiefly the tendency of affections, and 
have given little attention to the relation 
which they Hand in to the caufe which ex­
cites them. In common life, however, when 
we judge of any perfon’s conduct, and of

5 the
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the fentiments which directed it, we con- 
ffantly confider them under both thefe as­
pects. When we blame in another man 
the exceffes of love, of grief, o f refent- 
ment, we not only confider the ruinous 
effects which they tend to produce, but 
the little occafion which was given for 
them. The m rit of his .favourite, we 
fay, is not fo great, his misfortune is 
not fo dreadful, his provocation is not 
fo extraordinary, as to juftify fo violent 
a paffion. W e fhould have indulged, we 
fay 5 perhaps, have approved o f the vio­
lence o f his emotion, had the caufe been in 
any refpecl proportioned to it.

When we judge in this manner of 
any affection, as proportioned or difpro- 
portioned to the caufe which excites it, 
it is fcarce pofiible that we fnould make 
ufe o f any other rule or canon but the cor- 
refpondent affection in ourfelves. If, upon 
bringing the cafe home to our own breaff, 
we find that the fentiments w]lich jt gives
occafion to coincide and tally with our own, 
we neceffarily approve of them as propor­
tioned and fuitable to their objects: it 
otherwife,we neceffarily difapproveof  them, 
as extravagant and out of proportion.

Every

(,0
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Every faculty in one man is the meaiurc 
by which he judges of the like faculty in 
another. 1 judge of your f  ght by my 
fight, of your ear by my ear, 01 yom ;ea- 
fon by my reafon, of your refentment by 
my refentment, o f  your love by my love.
I neither have, nor can have, any othe; 
way o f judging about them.

' k 1

m  i.ffa iik .:fti •‘fyr ... n 11

C H A P . .



C H A P .  HI.

The fame fubject continued.

W E  may judge of the propriety or 
impropriety of the fentiments of 

another pci fon by their correfpondence or 
difagreement wid\ our own, upon two 
different occafions; either, firft, when the 
objects which excite them are confidered 
without any peculiar relation, either to our­
selves or to the perfon whofe fentiments we 
judge o f ;  or, fecondly, when they are con­
fidered as peculiatly affecting one or other 
o f Us.

1 .  With lesaicl to tli0fe objedts which 
are confidered without any peculiar relation . 
either to ounelyes or to the perfon whofc 
fentiments we judge 0f ; wherever his fen­
timents intirdy correfpond with our own, 
weaferibe to him the qualities of tafte and 
good judgment. The beauty of a plain, the 
greatnefs o f a mountain, the omaments of 
a building, tb. ccpicJTiou of a picture,-the 
compofition o f a difeourfe, t}]e con(j uct 0f  
a third perfon, the proportions of different 
quantities and numbers, the various ap­

pearances

H I
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pearances which the great machine of the 
univerfe is perpetually exhibiting, with the 
fecret wheels and fprings which produce 
them ; in a word, all the general fubjects of 
fcience and tafte, are what we and our com­
panion regard, as having no peculiar relation 
to either of us. We both look at them from 
the lame point ot view, and we have no oc- 
cafioii for fympathy, or for that imaginary 
change ot lituations from which it ariles, 
in order to produce, with regard to thefe 
the moll perfect harmony of fentiments and 
affections. If, notwithftanding, we are oi~ 
ten differently affected, it arifes either from 
the different degrees of attention, which 
our different habits ot life allow us to 

• give eafily to the fevcral parts of thofe com­
plex objects, or from the different degrees 
of natural acutenefs in the faculty of the 
mind to which they are addreffed.

When the fentiments of our companion 
coincide with our own in things of this 
kind, which are obvious and eafy, and in. 
which, perhaps, we never found a fingle 
pexfon who differed from us, though we, 
no doubt, mu ft approve of them, yet he 
feerns to deferve no prnife of admiration 
Qn account of them. Bu; when they

not
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only coincide with our own, but lc a d ^  ‘ J  

and direct our o w n ; when in forming them 
he appears to have attended to many things 
which we had ovei looked, and to have ad- 
pa ft ed them to all the various circumftan- 
ces o f their objects; we not only approve 
o f them, but wonder and are furprifed at 
their uncommon and unexpected acute- 
nefs and comprehenlivenefs, and lie ap­
pears to del'ei ve a very high degree o f ad­
miration and applaufe. For approbation 
heightned by wonder and furprSfe, confli- 
tutes the fentmwnt which is properly call­
ed admiration, and of which applaufe is 
the natural e^piflTiom The decifion o f 
the man who judges that exquifite beauty 
is preferable to the giolfeft deformity, or 
that twice two are equal to four, muft 
certainly be approved of by all the world, 
hut will not, finely, be much admired. It
is the acute and delicate difeernment of
the inan oi ta e, who diftinguifhes the 
minute, at.'I 1. .ia  „ perceptible, differences 
of beauty and deroimity • h js the compre- 
henfive accui acy of the experienced mathe­
matician, v ho uniavr is, With eafe, the fnoft 
intricate and perplexed proportions ; it is 
the great 1cadei in fcience and tafte, the

man
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ho directs and conducts our own fen- 
timents, the extent and fuperior juftnefs 
of whofe talents aftonifh us with wonder 
and furprife, who excites our admiration 
and feems to deferve our applaufe: and 
upon this foundation is grounded the 
greater part o f the praiie which is beftow- 
ed upon what are called the intellectual 
virtues.

The utility o f thofe qualities, it may be 
t rought, is what firft recommends them to 
ns , -j.nd, no doubt, the confideration o f 
to.n, w ten we come to attend to it, gives 
t iem a new value. Originally, however, 
we approve o f another man's judgment, 
not as fomethmg ufefu' but as right, as 
accurate, as agreeable to truth and reality: 
and it is evident we attribute thofe qualities 
to it for no other reafon but becaufi we 
find that it agrees with our own. Tafte, 
in  the fame manner, is originally approved 
of, not as ufeful, but as juft, as delic ate, 
and as piecifety fuited to its objeCt. The 
idea of the utility of all qualities o f this kind., 
is plainly an after-thought, and not what 
fi' ft recommends them to our approba­
tion.

0  2. With



W ith regard to thofe objects, which 
afFeft in a particular manner either our- 
felves or the perfon whofe fentatnents we 
judge of, it is at once more difficult to 
prderve this harmony and correfpondence, 
and at the fame time, vaflly more impor­
tant. M y companion does not naturally 
look upon the misfortune that has befallen 
me, or the injury that has been done me, 
from the fame point of view in which I 
cOtffider them. I hey affedt me much more 
nearly- W e do not view them from the 
fame ftation, as we do a picture, or a poem, 
or a fvftena of pbilofophy, and are, there­
fore, apt to be very differently auefted by 
them- But 1 can much more eafily over­
look the w ant of this correfpondence of 
fentinients with regard to fuch indifferent 
objects as concern neither me nor my com­
panion, than with regard to v hat iuterclfs 
me fo much as the misfortune that has be­
fallen me, oi the injury that has been 
done me. 1 hough you defpife that pic- 
tare, or that poem, or even that fyftern o f 
philofophy, which I adnnre, there is little 
dftdger of otmiquaj idling upon that ac­
count. i\ either of us can reafonably be

much
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much interefted about them. They ought all 
of them to be matters of great indifference 
to us both; fo that, though our opinions 
may be oppofite, our affections may fliil be 
very nearly the fame. But it is quite other** 
wife with regard to thofe objects by which 
either you or I are particularly affedted. 
Though your judgments in matters o f fpe- 
culation, though your fentiments in matters 

taffe, are quite oppofite to mine, I can. 
f  overlook this oppofitiou; and if  J  
iave any degree o f temper, 1  may ftill find
° me cntei'tainment in your converfation, 

even upon tliofe very fubjefts. But i f  you 
i.ue eitrei no fellow-feeling for the miff 
01 i.neo u lave met with, or none that 

bears any proportion to the grief which 
diftmfff m e; o r i f y o U haVe dthep ^
dignat.’a t.the in ju r y  I have fuffered, '
orrllonc l , be;us any proportion to the
yefentment which ti anipcrts me, w c c m no 
longer converfe upon tliefe fubjects. We 
become intolerable to one anoth . 7 can
neither luppoit your company," nor you 
mmr You are confim aided at my vi le u e 
and paffion, and 1 am enraged at your 
cold infenfibility and want of feeling

S  * in
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'X':T-'.Tn all fuch cafes, that there may be fome 
correfpondence of fentifnents between the 
fpectator and theperlon principally concern­
ed, the fpectator muft, firft 0f  ^  endea.  
vour, as much as he can, to put. himfelf in 
the iituation of the other, and to bring 
home to himfelf eve.y little circumftancc 
of difttefs v-hich can pofhbly occur to the 
fufFeiei. He muft adopt the whole cafe 
of his companion with all its minuteft in­
cidents* and drive to render, as perfect as 
pofhble, that imaginary change of fixa ­
tion upon which his fympathy is founded.

After all this, however, the emotions 
of the fpectator will ftin be apt t0
fall ftort of the violence 0f what is felt * 
by the fufFeiei. Mankind, though natu­
rally fympathetic, never conceive, for what 
has befal en anot iei, that degree of paflion 
which, naturally ammates the perfon prim 
cipally cor cermet That imaginary change 
of Iituation, upon w lich their fympathy 
is founded, if out momentary. The thought 
of then c-.n  a ety, -tlc tjydught that 
they themfelves are not really the fuf- 
ferers, continually intrudes itfelf upon 
fhem * ami though it does not hinder them

from
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from conceiving apaffion forme what analo­
gous to what is felt by the fufterer, hinders 
them from conceiving any thing that ap­
proaches to the fame degree o f violence. The 
perfon concerned is fenfible o f this, and, at 
he fame time, paffionately delires a more ■ 

compleat fympathy. He longs for that re- 
hef which nothing can afford him but the 

1,1:e c°ncord of the affections of the fpec- 
tators with his own. T o  fee the emo­
tions o then hearts, in every refpect, beat 
time to his own, in the violent and difa- 
greeable pafhons, conftitutes his foie con- 
folation. But he can only hope to obtain 
this by lowering his paffion to that pitch, 
in which the fpectators are capable o f go­
ing along with him. He muft flatten^ i f  
I  may be allowed to fay fo, the fharpnefs 
o f its natural tone, in order to reduce it 
to harmony and concord with the emo­
tions of thofe who are about him. W hat 
they feel, will, indeed, always be, in fome 
re:peels, different from what he feels, and 
companion can never be exactly the fame 
with original lorrow ; becaufe the fecret 
confcioufnds that the change o f fituattons, 
from which the fympathetic fen iment 
srifeSj is but imaginary, not only lowers

D 3 it

2. Of Mutual Sympathy. 3 ^ ::



/ ^ v \  ,vv ' \  - t
Sympathy. Part L vfiT

it  in degree, but, in tome meafure, varies it 
in kind, and gives it a quite different 
modification* rhefe cwo fentirnents, how­
ever, may, it ’ ~ evident, have fuch a cor- 
refpondence with one another, as is E ffi­
cient for the harmony of fociety. Though 
they will never be unifons, 'they may be 
concords, and this is all that is wanted or 
required.

In oidci to pioduce this concord, as 
nature teac les the fpectators to affume the 
ciicund aneca 0 the perfon principally con­
cerned, fo 1 ie teaches this Lift in fome 
meafuie to aLun e thofe o f the fpectators.
As they aiw continually placing themfelves 
in h|s lU-.vtion, and thence conceiving 
emotions- v urn to what he feels; fo he is 
as canftantly placing himfelf in theirs, and 
thence conceiving lorne degree of that cool- 
nefs about us own fortune, with which he 
is fenfible that they will view it. As they 
are conftantly confidenng what they them- 
felvcs would feel, if  th5y aauaU 4 ,  thc 
fuftciers, fo he is as conftlnt] led to ima­
gine in what manner he would be affided 
i f  he was only one of the fpectators o f his 
own fituation. As their fympathy makes 
them look at it, in tome rnealurejWith his

eyes,
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fo his fympathy makes him look at 

it, in fomc meafure, with theirs, efpecially 
when in their prefence and aiding under 
their obfervation: and as the reflected paf- 
hon, which he thus conceives, is much 
weaker than the original one, it neceffa- 
iily  abates the violence o f what lie felt be- 
foie lie came into their prefence, before 
he began to recollect in what manner they 
would be aifected by it, and to view liis
fituation in this candid and impartial 
light.

! he mind, therefore, it rarely fo dilturb- 
ed, but that the company o f a friend w ill 
veftore it to force degree o f tranquillity and 
led ate nefs. The bread: is, in fome meafure, 
calmed and compofed the moment we come 
into his prefence. W e are immediately 
nut in mind of the light in which he w ill 
view cur fituation, and we begin to view 
it onn elves in the fame light j for the effect 
of empathy is inftantaiieous. W e expedt 
Ids fympathy from a common acquaintance 
'*It .ill 1 1 om a ii lend: we cannot open to the 
iorniei ah tliofe little circumdances which 
we can unfold to the latter: we alfume, 
therefore, more tranquillity before him, and 
endeavour to fix our thoughts upon tliofe

D  4 general
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' Mineral outline”: of our fituation which he 
is willing to conftder. We expea ftill iels 
fympathy from an affembly of ftrangers, 
and we aftm e, therefore, ftiu more tran_
quillity before them, and always endeavour 
to bring down our paffion to that pitch 
which the particular company we are in 
may be expected to go along with. Nor is 
this merely an affumed appearance: for if  
we are at ad n,afters of ourfelves, the pre­
fence of a mere acquaimance wiJ1 ^  
compofe us, ltdl more that, that of a friend s
and that ot an affembly 0f  ftrangers ftill 
more than that ot a mere acquaintance.

Society and oonverfation, therefore, are

;:S E
beft prdervatives of that equal and happy

andlpeculation, who arc apt to ^  
at home over cither grief pr ~
though they may often have raore hum n^  
ty, more generofity, and a nicer 
honour, yet feldom poflefi alj f
temper which is fo common among me., 
p i  the world. °  ■*
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Of the amiable and refpeciable virtues,

U P O N  thefe two different efforts, 
upon that of the Ipectator to enter 

mto the fentiments of the perfon principally 
concerned, and upon that o f the perfon 
pimcipally concerned, to bring down Jiis 
emotions to what the fpedfator can go alon -

are„  fou" f  d *»o different lets o f  
\ 1:. 1 !le oft> dlc gentle and the ami-
able virtues, the virtues o f candid conde- 
fcenfvon and indulgent humanity, are 
founded upon the one: the great, the
awlul and rdpcclable, the virtues o f £■ ; i 
denial, of fell-government, of that com­
mand of the paffions which fubjeeb all the 
movements of our nature to what our 
own dignity and Honour, and the propriety 
° f  our own comma require, take their 
prigm from the other.

How arriiable does he appear to be, wbofe 
fympuhetic lieart feems to re-echo *11 t) 
ientiments of thofe with whom he co n vert 
who grieves for their calamities, who re- 
(ents then injuries, and who rejoices at

their
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tlieir good fortune1 W hen we bring home 
to ourfelves th fituation c f his companions, 
we enter into their gratitude, and feel what 
confolatton they mull derive from the ten­
der fympathy or fo affectionate a friend.
And lor contrary reafcn, how difagree- 
ahle docs he appear to be, whofe hard and 
obdurate heart feels for himfetf. only, but 

* is altogether inftnfible to the happinefs or 
rrdfery oi ctfi."s! We enter, in this cafe ■ 
too, into the pain which his prefence mull 
g; -fc to every mortal with whom he con- 
yerfes, to tlioie espec ally with whom we 
are nioft apt to fympatliize, the unfoitu- 
nate and the injured.

On the other ha'ne, what noble pro­
priety and giace do we feel in the con­
cilia of thole who, in their own cafe, exert 
that/ecolIecL.'on vind felf-command which 
conilrt'ue the dignity of every paffion, and 
which bring down, to what others can 
enter into. V c a*y difg lifted with that 
clamorous grief, which, without any de­
licacy, calls upon our companion with 
iighs and tears an importunate lamenta­
tions. I3ut we reverence that referved, 
that filent and inajeftic forrow, which dif* 
covc i il feif only in the twelling of the eyes,

, in
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' * in the quivering o f the lips and cheeks, 
and in the diftant, but affecting, coldnefs of 
the whole behaviour. It impofes the like 
fiience upon.us. We regard it with re- 
fpeclful attention, and watch with anxious 
concern over our whole behaviour, left by 
any impropriety we ftiould difturb that 
concerted tranquillity, which it requires fo 
great an effort to fupport.

The in faience and brutality of anger, 
in the fame manner, when we indulge its 
fury without check or reftraint, is, o f all 
objects, the moft detectable. But we ad- 

. mire that noble and generous refentment 
which governs its purfuit o f the great eft 
injuries, not by the rage which they ire 
apt to excite in the breaft o f the fuftercr, 
but by the indignation which they natu­
rally call forth in that of the impartial fpec- 
tator; which allows no word, no geftute, 
to eicape it beyond what this more .equita­
ble fentiment would d iaate ; which never, 
even in thought, attempts any gi>-ater ven­
geance, nor defiles to inflict any greater 
pumfhmeiit, than what every indifferent 
perfon would rejoice to fee executed.

And hence it is, that to feel .much for 
Others and little for ourlelves, that to re-

ftrain
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^ ^ ^ itra in  our felfifh, and to indulge our be­
nevolent affections, conftitutes the perfec­
tion of human nature; and can alone pro­
duce among mankind that hat uioiiv of fen- 
timents and paffions in which confitls their 
whole grace and propriety. As to love 
our neighbour as we love ourfelves is the 
great law of chnfhanity, fo it is the great
precept of nature to love ourfelves only as 
we love our ne.ghbour, or what comes to
the fame thing, as our neighbour is capable 
of loving us. 1

As tafte and good judgment, when they
are confidered as qUaljties ^  >

pratfe and adm,ration, are fUpp0fed to im-

&  9 f ' T L  H emiment » d  ^  acute- nefsofunderftandrng„otcoramon, ob e

« *  VUtUe« of fcnfibihty and
. {  tf-command .lie not apprehended mcor.- 

fift in the ordtnary, but in the uncommon

gree' f l ,  f i t ?  "ies- The amiable

the rude vulga, of mankind. The great and 
exulteu v n tue of nanimlty undoubtedly 
demands much more than i c

fclf-command, which the"ea.eft T e 0 f
■ t-als is capable of eyertmg. As in the con,

mon
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degree of the intellectual qualities, 
there is no abilities; fo in the common de­
gree of the moral, there is no virtue. Vir­
tue is excellence, fora dung uncommonly 
great and beautiful, which rifes far above 
what is vulgar and ordinary. The ami­
able virtues confift in that degree of fenlt- 
bility which furprifes by its exquifite and 
unexpected delicacy and tendernefs. The 
awful and refpeCtable, in that degree of 
ielf-command which aftoniihes by its amaz­
ing fuperiority over the moll ungovernable 
pafficris of human nature.

There is, in this refpeCt, a confiderahl® 
difference between virtue and mere pro­
priety! between rhofe qualities and actions 
which defervc to he admired and celebra­
ted, and tiiofe which limply deferve to be 
a p p r o v e d  of. Upon many cafions, to aCfc 
with the n toft perfeCt propriety, requires 
no more than that common and ordinary 
degree of fenfibility or felf-command which 
the h oft worthlefs of mankind are polled 
of, and fometimes even that degree is not 
neceifary. ] hus, to give a ver) low in­
dance, to eat when we are hungry, is cer­
tainly, upon ordinary occafions perfectly 
right and proper, and cannot mifs being 

7  approved
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\^g^a|fproved of as fuch by every body. No- k 
thing1, howevei, could be more abfurd 
than to fay it was virtuous.

On the contraiy, there may frequently 
be a confideiable dcgiee of virtue in thole 
actions, which fail lliort of the moll per­
fect propriety; becaufe they may Hill ap­
proach nearer to perfection than could 
well be expected upon occafions in which 
it was fo extremely difficult to attain it:  
and this i very often the cafe upon thofe
occafions which require the greateft ex­
ertions of felf-command. There are fome 
fituations w nĉ  iear lo hard upon human 
nature, that toe greateft degree of felf- 
government, which can belong to fo im- 
periec! a creature as man, is not able to 
M e , altogether, the voice of human weak-
n (Ss> or redu.ce L,ievi°lence of the pafliors 
to that pitch of moderation, in which 
the impartial fpeflator can entirely enter 
into them. I hougr; jU thofe cafes> thcre.
lore, the behaviour ct the fufferer fall lliort 
of the moll peifea propriety, it may ftiil 
deferve fome applaule, and even, in a ecr- 
t,. n ffmfe may bê  denominated virtuous.
It n ay fhU Haaarfeft an effort of genera­
lity and magnanimity of which the greater

part
w
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: o f men are incapable; and though it 
fails of abfolute perfection, it may be a 
much nearer approximation towards per­
fection, than what, upon fuch tn hw oe- 
cafions, is commonly either to be found or 
to be expected.

I11 all cafes of this kind, when we are 
determining the degree of blame or ap~ 
plaufe that feems due to any aft ion, we 
very frequently make ufe of t wo different 
ftandards. The firft is the idea of com­
plete propriety and perfection, which, *n 
thole difficult fituatiohs, no human con­
duct ever di i, or ever can come up 
and in compel Ton with which the aftione 
of all men mult forever appear blame® hie 
and impci left. The fecond is the idea o f 
tr.at degree of proximity or diftance from 
diis complete perfection, which'the actions 
of the greater part of men commonly arrive 
•at. Whatever goes beyond this degree, 
how far foever it may be removed from 
abfolute perfection, feems to deferve ap- 
plauie; and whatever falls fhort of it, to 
deferve blame.

It is in the lame manner that we judee 
of the productions of all the arts which ad* 
drels themfelves to Uie imagination. When

a
s 9  . # v .

. 2. Oj Mutual Sy m p a t h y . 47 IflT



I  O f  M u tu A L  S y m p a t h y . P a r t i i  §

' a  critic examines the work of any o f the 
great matters in poetry or painting, he . 
may fometimes examine it by an idea o f 
perfectionv in his own mind, which nei­
ther that nor any other human work will 
ever come up to ; and as long as he com­
pares it with this ftandard, he can fee no­
thing in it hut faults and imperfections*
B u t when he comes to confider the rank 
which it ought to hold among other works 
o f the fame kind, he neceffarily compares 
it with a very different ftandard, the com­
mon degree of excellence which is ufually 
attained in this particular art; and, when 
he judges of it by this new meafure, it may 
often appear to deferve the highelt ap- 

/ plaufe, upon account of its approaching 
much nearer to perfection than the greater 
part o f thofe works which can be brought 
into competition v> ill i t

s n e t j
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S E C T I O N  III.

O f the degrees o f the different paflions 
which are confident with propriety.

I N T R O D U C T I O N .

T H E propriety o f every paffion ex­
cited by objects peculiarly related 

to ourfelves, the pitch which the fpe&ator 
can go along with, mull lye, it is evident, 
in a certain mediocrity. I f  the paflion is 
too high, 01 if  it is too low, he cannot 
enter into it. Grief and referitmert for 
private misfortunes and injuries may eafi- 
lv, for example, be too high, and in the 
greater part of mankind they are fo. They 
may likewife, though this more rarely 
happens, be too low. W e denominate 
the excefs, wcaknefs, and fu r y : and we 
call the deu-vl ffupidity, infenlibility, and 
want of fpiiit. We can enter into neither 
of them, but aie aftomlhed and confound­
ed to fee them.

This mediocrity, however, in which 
the point of propriety confifts, is different

E r in
/  f* t  / J
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-  and low in others. There are fom epaf- 
fions which it is indecent to expreis very 
ftrongly, even upon thofe occafions, in 
which it is acknowledged vve cannot avoid 
feeling them in the higheft degree. And 
there are otheis of which the flrongeft 
expreflions aie upon many occasions ex­
treme r/ graceful, even though the paffions 
themfelves do not, perhaps, arife fo necef- 
farily. J  he fu If are thofe patlions with 
which, for certain reafons, there is little 
or no fympathy: the fecond are thofe 
w ith which, tor otlier reafons, there is 
the great eft. And ,f  We confider all the 
diderent pal :on > of human nature, we

' & al1 find th' f  they ate regarded as de­
cent, 01 m ecent, juft jn prop0rtjon
as mankind are more or tefs difpofed to 
fympathife with them,

C H A P .
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C H  A P. I.

Of the paffions which take their origin
from the body.
'

J T  T  is indecent to exprefs any ftrong 
A  degree of thofe paffions which arife 

f  oil?, a certain fituation or difpofition of 
the body; becaufe the company, not being 
in the fame difpofition, cannot be expected 
to fympathife with them. Viole it hunger, 
fo. example, though upon many occafions 
not only natural, but unavoidable, is al­
ways indecent, and to eat voracioufly is 
univerfally regarded as a piece of ill man­
ners, There is, however, fome degree o 
Sympathy, even with hunger. It is agree­
able to fee our companions eat with a 
£ood appetite, and all cxpreffions ofloath- 
lnS are offenfive. The difpofition of body 
Y’ffich is habitual to a man in health, 
makes his llomach eafily keep time, i f  
J  may be allowed fo coarfe an expref- 
(ion, with the one, and not with the other.
¥/ - ean tympathile with the diftrefs which 
cxceffive hunger occafions, when we read 
the dtfcription of ^ jn the journal of a

E  2 fiege,
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^ 5!Li™jfegej or of a fea voyage. We imagine 
ourfelves in the fituation c f the fufferers, 
and thence readily conceive the grief, 
the fear and conHer,; a tion, which muft 
neceffarily diffract them. We feel, our­
felves, fome • *egi of thofe paffions, and 
therefore fynipathife with them: but as 
we do not glow h u n g r y  b y  reading the 
defcription, we yannot properly, even in 
th]S cafe, be laid to fympathife with 
their hunger.

I ;  is the fame ca fe  with the paflion 
b y  w h i c h  n a t u r e  u n ite s  the t w o  fe x e s . 

T h o u g h  n a t u r a l ly  th e  m o f t  f u r i o u s  o f  

a l l  *h e  p... Jon s, a il  f l r o n g  e x p r e f l i o n s  o f

it aie upon cveiy oreahon jndeCent, even 
between perfons in whom its molt com- 
plent in u gcnce, is acknowledged by all 
laws, both uman and divine, to be per­
fectly innocent. There feems, however,
t o . be fomc degree of fympathy even with
this pa ion. o talk to a woman as 
xvc Ihodd to a man J8 improper: it is 
expected that their company fhould in- 
fpire us with more g:tiety> more plea- 
fantry, and more attention; and an in­
tire mfenfibihty to the fair fex, renders a

man

C lf

| ( M s}h  M utual  Sy m p a t h y . Parti.



f(t)| <SL
• : Se6t. 3. 0/" M u t u a l  Sy m p a t h y . 53

man contemptible in fome meafure even 
to the men.

Such is our averfion for all the appe­
tites which take their origin from the 
body: all ftrong expreflions of them are 
loathfome and difagreeable. According 
to fome antient philofophers, thele are the 
pa (lions which we (hare in common with, 
t t„ Oi utes, and which having no connec- 
tion with the charactcriitical qualities of 
hyman nature, are ir on that account be­
neath its dignity. But there are many 
other pa (lions which we (hare in common 
with the brutes, (u a as refentmcnt, natural 
affedlion, and even gratitude, which do 
not, f upon that account, appear to be fo 
brutal. The true caufe ©f the peculiar 
difgrit which we conceive for the ap­
petite: of the body, when we fee them 
in other men, is tuat we cannot enter *•
into them. I'o the perfon himfelf who 
feels them, as foori as they are gratified, 
the object that excited them ceafes to be 
agreeable: even its prefence often be­
comes offenfive to hint; he looks round 
to no pur pole for the charm which tranf- 
j o ted him the moment before, and he 
caft now as little enter into bis own

3 padion
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‘ GohaT\



f (  g5^.Si 0/  M utual Sy m p a t h y . Part h  v f i l
\ ■1“:' s' -t. / ■!

v^«jjiaffion 3s another perfon. When we 
have dined, we order the covers to be re* 
moved ; and we ihould treat in the fame 
manner the objects of the nioft ardent and 
paffionate defires, it they were the objects 
01 no othei pafiions but thofe which take 

/h eir origin from the body.
In  the command of thofe appetites of 

the body confifts that virtue (Which is pro- 
W periy called temperance. To reftrain them 

within thofe bounds, which regard to 
health and foitune preferibes, is the part 
o f prudence.^ Lotto confine them v th­
in thofe limits, which grace, which pro­
priety, which delicacy, and modefty, re­
quire, iŝ  the office of temperance.

2 . It is tor the fame reafon that to cry 
put with o. i,) pain, how intolerable fo- 
evc:, appears a a ays unmanly and un- 
becoming. •* o iV is, however, a good 
r;cai c. lympadiy even with bodily pain.
»'• as a; reatl>; a ™  obfeved, I lee a 
ftroke aimed, and juft ready to fall upon
the .eg, or s .w , of another perfon, I 
naturally fhnnlc and draw back my own 
leg, or my own arm ; and whe„  it do!;s 
fall, I feel it m feme metf,,,*, Jnd am 
hurt by it as well as the |\,r,. cr. My

liurt,

f t
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hurt, However, is, no doubt, exceffively 
flight, ahd, upon that account, if  he 
makes any violent out-cry, as I cannot 
go along with him, I never fail to defpife 
him. And this is the cafe of all the 
paflions which take their origin from the 
body; they excite either no fympathy at 
a lf or fuch a degree of it, as is altoge­
ther difproportioned to the violence of 
what is felt by the fufferer.

It is quite otherwife with thofe paf­
lions which take their origin from the 
imagination. The frame of my body 
can be but little affe&ed by the altera­
tions which are brought about upon that 
of my companion: but my imagination 
is more ductile, and more readily af~ 
fumes, if I may fay fo, the lhape and 
configuration of the imaginations of thole 
wish whom I am familiar. A  dilappoint- 
ment in love, or ambition, will, upon 
this account, call forth more fympathy 
than the greateft bodily evil. Thofe paf- 
fions srife altogether from the imagina­
tion. h he perlon who has loft hi whole 
fortune, if he is in health, feels nothing 
in his body. What he fuffers is from the 
imagination only, which reprefents to him 

E 4  the
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ternal caufe, than we do that which arifes 
from an internal diforder. I can fcarce 
form an idea of the agonies of my neigh­
bour when he is tortured with the gout, 
or the ftone j but I have the cleared: con­
ception of what he mud: differ from an 
incidon, a wound, or a fracture. The 
chief caufe, however, why fuch objefts 
produce fuch violent effects upon us, is 
their novelty. One who has been witnefs 
to a dozen didections, ancj as many am_
putations, fees, ever after, all operations of 
this kind with gi eat indifference, and often 
with perfect mfenfibility. Though we have 
read or feen reprefented more than dve 
hundred tragedies, We fllall feldom feel 
fo entire an abatement of our fenfibility 
to the objects which they reprefent to us.

In fome of the Greek tragedies there is 
an attempt to excite compaffion, by the 
representation of the agonies of bodily 
pam. Phdoctetes cries out and faints from 
the extremity of his fufferin Hippoly- 
tus and Hercules are both introduced as 
expiring under the fevereft tortures, which, 
it feerns, even the fortitude of Hercules 
was incapable of fupponing. Jnallthefe 
cafes, however, it is not the pain which

in-
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intereits ms, but Tome other circumftance.
It is not the fore foot, but the folitude, 
o f Philoftetes which affects us, and dif- 
fufes over that charming tragedy, that ro­
mantic wildnefs, which is fo agreeable to 
the imagination. The agonies of Hercules 
and Hippolytus are interefting only be- 
caufe we forfee that death is to be the confe­
re n c e . I f  thofe heroes were to recover, 
w e fh °ui(i think the, .reprefentation of their 
o ei ings perfectly ridiculous. What a tra- 

r  n ^ wouh taat be of which the diltrefs con- 
hftedrm a cholic. Yet no pain is more 
exqui ite. 1 nele attempts to excite com­
panion by the reprefentation of bodily 
pam, may be regarded as among the 
greateft breaches o f decorum o f which 
die Gieek theatie has let the example.

The little fympathy which we feel with 
bodily pain is the foundation of the pro­
priety of conllancy and patience in endur­
ing it. The man,Who under the feve­
red tortures allows no weaknefs to efcape 
him, vents no groan, gives way to no 
paflimi which we do not entirely enter in­
to, commands our h gheft admiration.
IIis firmnefs enables him to keep time 
\vd*i oui indifference and infallibility.

We

7 ) ' M
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We admire and mtirely go along with 
the magnanimous effort which he .makes 
for this purpofe. We approve of his be­
haviour, and from our experience of the 
common weakneis of human nature, we are 
furprifed, and wonder how he fhould be 
able to act fo as to deferve approbation. 
Approbation, mixed and animated by won­
der and furprize, conflitutes the fentiment 
which is properly called admiration, of 
which, applaufe is the natural expreflion, 
as has alieady been oblerved.

c  H A P. II.

Of thofe paflions which take their origin 
from a paiticular turn or habit of the
imagination.

E v e n  o f the paffions derived from
the imagination, thofe which take 

their origin from a peculiar turn or habit 
it has acquired, though they may be ac­
knowledged to be perfe&iy natural, are, 
however, but little fynipathifed with.
The imaginations of mankind, not having 
acquired that paiticulai turn, cannot enter 
into them ; and Inch paflions, though they

may
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may be allowed to be, aim oft unavoidable 
in fome part of life, are always in fo.me 
meafure ridiculous. This is the cafe 
with that ftrong attachment which natu­
rally grows up between two perfons of 
different fexes, who have long fixed their 
thoughts upon one another. Our imagi­
nation not having run in the fame channel 
with that of the lover, we cannot enter 
into the eagernefs of his emotions. I f  
our friend has been injured, we readily 
fympathife with his refentment, and grow 
angry with the very perfon with whom 
he his angry. I f  he has received a be­
nefit, we readily enter into his gratitude, 
and have a very high lenfe of the merit 
of his benefactor. But if  he is in love, 
though we may think his pafiion juft as 
reafonable as any of the kind, yet we 
never think ourfelves bound to conceive a 
pafiion of the fame kind, and for the 
fame perfon for whom he has conceived 
lto T he pailion appears to every body, 
but the man who feels it, entirely dif- 
proportioned to the value of the objed ; 
and love, though it is pardoned in a 
certain age becaufe we know it is natural, 
is always laughed at, becaufe we cannot

enter
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into it. A ll ferious and ftrong ex- 
preffions o f it appear ridiculous to a third 
perfon ; and i f  the lover is not good com­
pany to his miftrefs, he is to no body eife.
He himfelf is fenfible of this j and as long 
as he continues in his fober femes, endea­
vours to treat his own paflion with raillery 
and ridicule. It is the only ftile in which 
we care to hear of it, becaufe it is the only 
idle in which we ourfelves are difpofed to 
talk o f it. W e grow weary o f the grave, 
pedantic, and long-fentenced love o f Cow­
ley and Propertius, who never have done 
with exaggerating the violence o f their at­
tachments 5 but the gaiety of Ovid, and 
the gallantry of Horace, are always agree­
able.

But tho we feel no proper fympathy 
with an attachment of this kind, tho’ we 
never approach even in imagination to­
wards conceiving a paflion for that parti­
cular perlon, yet as we either have con­
ceived, or may be difpofed to conceive, 
paflions o f the fame kind, we readily en­
ter into thofe high hopes o f happinefs 
which are propofed roni its gratification, 
as well as into thu': exquifite diltrefs which 
is feared from its difappointment. It in-

terefts

'f t f
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terefts us not as a paffion, but as a fitua- 
tion that gives occafion to other paflions 
which in ter eft u s ; to hope, to fear, and 
to diftrefs of every kind: In the fame
manner as in a defcription of a fea voy­
age, it is not the hunger which interefts 
us, but the diftrefs which that hunger oc- 
cafions. Tho’ we do not properly enter 
into the attachment of the lover, we rea­
dily go along with thofe expectations o f 
romantic happinefs which he derives from 
it. We feel how natural it is for the 
mind, in a certain fituation, relaxed with 
indolence, and fatigued with the violence 
of defire, to long for ferenity and quiet 
to hope to find them in the gratification 
o f that pafiion which diftra6ts it, and to 
frame to itfelf the idea o f that life o f paf. 
toral tranquillity and retirement which the 
elegant, tne tender, and the paffionate T i­
bullus takes fo much pleafure in defcrib- 
in g ; a life like what the poets defcribe 
in the Fortunate Iflands, a life of friend" 
fhip, liberty, and repofe; f ree fw m  j
bol[r\  and from care, and from all the 
turbment pallions which attend them 
Even fcenes of this kind interefl us moll 
when they are painted rather as what is

. hoped,
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x J i  hoped, than as what is enjoyed. The 
groiinefs of* that palLon, »vhieh mixes with;, 
and is, perhaps, the foundation o f love, 
difapptars when its gratification is far off 
and at a diftfeuce; but renders the whole 
often five, when defcribcd as what is im­
mediately pofleftld. The happy paflion, 
upon this account, interefts us much lefts 
than the leaifid and the melancholy. We 
tremble for whatever can difappoint fuch 
natural and agreeable hopes: and thus 
enter mto all the anxiety, and concern, 
and chft:refs of the lover.

Hence it is, time. i„  fome lnodern tfa_

£eillcs :1y  ^tornn.iices, t-jtis paflion appears 
fo womfcrfuHy interertiWg. It is not to 
much the love of Cathjio and P.lonimia 
which altacnes us m the Orphan, as the 
diftrefl v/h.chf,:at love occaiions. The 
author who fhould intKjduce two lovers, 
i: a . sne o pc, ecf fecurity, exprefling 
t)! :ir mutual foftdnef, for onc a‘  t,„ *
^ . H -  xcitebuginer, and not fympathy.

11 a & m e °fth,3k” 1<l is ever admitted
mto a tragedy, «  «  always, inforjem ea- 
fure, improper, and «  ,,, ,l(lredj not from 
any fynrpathy with the paffion thni is , 
preffed in it, but from concern for the daft-

gers
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gers and difficulties with which the audi­
ence forefee that its gratification is likely 
to be attended.

The referve which the laws o f fociety 
impofe upon the fair fex, with regard to 
this weaknefs, renders it more peculiarly 
diftrefsful in them, and, upon that very 
account, more deeply interefling. We 
are charmed with the love of Phaedra, as 
it is exprefled in the French tragedy of 
that name, notwithftanding all the extra­
vagance and guilt which attend it. That 
very extravagance and guilt may be faid3 
in Ibme mealuie, to lecomroend it to us.
Her fear, her fhame, her remorfe, her 
horror, her defpair, become thereby more 
natural and interefling. AH the feconda- 
ry paffions, if  I may be allowed to call 
them fo, which arife from the fituation of 
love, become neceffarily more furious and 
violent: and it is with thefe fecondary
paffions only that we can properly be faid 
to fympathize.

Oi all the paffions, however, which are 
fo exti avagantly difproportioned to the va­
lue of their objects, love is the only one 
that appeals, even to the weakeft minds, 
to have any thing in it that is either

F  graceful
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^ g ^ c e f u l  or agreeable. In itfelf, firft o f ^  
all, tho’ it may be ridiculous, it is not na­
turally odious j and tho' its confequences 
are often fatal and dreadful, its intentions 
are feldom mifchievous. And^then, tho’ 
there is little propriety in the paffion itfelf, 
there is a good deal in fome o f thofe 
which always accompany it. There is in 
love a ftrong mixture of humanity, gene- 
rofity, kindncfo, fiiendfhip, efteem 5 paf- 
fions with wnich, of all others, for rea- 
fons which fliall be explained immediately, 
we have the greateff propenfity to fympa- 
thize, even n 01 \v it h {band in g we are ftnfiblc 
that they m ibine meafure, excellive.
The fympathy widen we feel with them, 
renders the pailiorwwhich they accompany 
lefs dil.igreeabJe, and fuppcrts it in our 
imagination, notwithlfanding all the vices 
whi-d- commonly go along with it; tho’ in 
the one lex it neeellarily leads to the lafl ruin 
and infam y; and tho in the other, where 

% ■  it l  apprehended to he leaft fatal, it is al- 
mo'- .>w ays attended with an incapacity 
for labour, a neg-tdl ol duty} a contempt 
of fame, and even of common reputa­
tion. Notwithftanding all this, the de­
gree o f fenfibiiity and generofity with

which



1

which it is fuppofed to be accompanied^ 
redder* it to many the obje£l of vanity? 
and they are fond of appearing capable 
feeling what would do them no honour if  
they had really felt it.

It is for a reafon of the fame kind, that a 
certain referve is neceffary when we talk of 
our owii friends, our own ftudies, our own 
profeffions. All thefe are objecls which 
we cannot expert lhould intereft our com­
panions in the fame degree in which they 
intereft us. And it is for want of this 
referve, that the one half of mankind 
make bad company to the other. A  phi- 
lofopher is company to a philofepher only; 
the member of a club, to his own little 

( knot of companions.

C f t  A  P. III.

Of the unfocial paffions.

T H E R E  is another fet of paffions, 
wrhich tho’ derived from the imagi­

nation, yet before > v can enter into them, 
or regard them as graceful or becoming, 
muft always be brought down to a pitch 
much lower than that to which undifei- 

F  2 plined

3 . 0 / M u t u a l  Sy m p a t h y . 67 i S L



i ( f  ) i  VCT
O f M u t u a l  Sy m p a t h y . P a r t i  1

plined nature would raife them. Thefe 
are hatred and refentment, with all their 
different modifications. With regard to 
all fuch paflionSj our fympathy is divided 
between the perfon who feels them and the 
perfon who is the object of them. The 
interefts of thefe two are diredlly oppo­
site. What our fympathy with the per- 
fon who feels them would prompt us to 
wifn for, oui fellow-feeling with the other 
would lead us to fear. As they are both
men, we are concerned for both, and our
fear for what the one may fuller, damps 
our refentment for what the other has dif­
fered. Oui Sympathy, therefore, with the 
man who has leceived the provocation, 
neceffaiily falls fhort of the paflion which 
naturally animates him, not only upon 
account of thofe general caufes which ren­
der all fympathetic pa (Hons inferior to die 
original ones, but upon account of that 
particulai caufe which is peculiar to itfelf, 
our c ppoiite fympathy with another perfon. 
Berore lcientmerit, tlicr- oic can become 
grace-ul and agiteaole, it muft be more 
hums led and bi ought down below thru 
pitch to which it would naturally rife, 
than almofl any other paffion.

4 Man-
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^  Mankind, at the fame time, have a very 
ftrong fenfe of the injuries that are done 
to another. The villain, in a tragedy or 
romance, is as much the object of our in­
dignation, as the hero is that of our fym- 
pathy and affection. We deteft Iago as 
much as we efteem Othello j and delight as 
much in the punifhment of the one, as we 
are grieved for the diftxefs of the other. ;
But tho’ mankind have fo ftrong a fellow- 
feeling with the injuries that are done to 
their brethren, they do not always refent 
them the more that the fufferer appears to 
refent them. Upon moft occnfions, the 
greater his patience, his mildnels, his hu­
manity, provided it does not appear that 
he wants fp'irit, or that fear was the mo­
tive of his forbearance, the higher the re« 
fentment againft the perfon who injured 
hun. The amiablenefs of the character 
exafperates their fenl'e of the atrocity of 
the injury,

Theie paffions, however, are regarded 
as neceflary parts of the character of hu­
man nature. A perfon becomes contemp­
tible who tamely fits it ill, and fubmits to 
infults, without attempting either to repel 
or to revenge them. We cannot enter in-

F 3

, ( C T
\V -IS e iK  O f  M u t u a l  Sy m p a t h y . 6g  O X j

s i  5 ; . |



(if H d j i  O f Mutual Sympathy, P arti, \ C T
\ 4  \ wi!'# / ^

x%--, .<f<5 his indifference and infenfibility : we call 
his behaviour mean-fpiritcdnefs, and areas 
really provoked by it, as by the infolencq 
of his adverfary. Even the mob are enra- 

« gerl to fee any man fubmit patiently to af­
fronts and ill ufage. They delire to fee 
this infolence relented, anti refented by the 
perfon who fuffers from it. They cry to 
him with fury, to defend, or to revenge 

, himfelf- If his indignation roufes at laff, 
they heartily applaud, and fympathjfe with 
it. It enlivens their own indignation a- 
gainft the enemy, whom they rejoice to 
fee him attack in his turn, and are as real­
ly gratified by his revenge, provided it is 
not immodeiate, as if the injury had been 
done to themfelves.

But though tlie utility of thofc paffions 
to the individual, by rendering it dan­
gerous to infult or injure him, be ac­
knowledged : -ad though their utility to
the publick, as the guardians of juftice, 
and of the equality of hs adminiffration, 
be not Ids confide: able, as (hall be fhewn 
hereafter ; yet theie is ft ill fom'ething dif- 
agreeable in the paffions themfelves, which 
makes the appearance of them in other 
men the natural object of our averfion.

The
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The exprefllon of anger towards any body 
prefent, i f  it exceeds a bare intimation 
that we are fenfible of his ill ufage, is 
regarded not only as an infult to that par­
ticular perfon, but as a rudenefs to the 
whole company. Refpect for them ought 
t j have retrained us from giving way to 
fo boifterous and offenfive an emotion.
It is the remote effects of thefe paflions 

.which are agreeable; the immediate ef­
fects are mifchief to the perfon againft 
whom they are direaed. But it is the 
immediate^ and not the remote effeas of 
objeas which render them agreeable or 
difagreeable to the imagination. A pri- 
ion is certainly more ufeful to the publick 
than a palace; and the perfon who founds 
the one is generally dnefted by a much 
,lifter fptrit of pauiotilm, than he who 
builds the other. But the immediate ef­
fecls of a prtfon, the confinement o f the 
wretches (hut up i„  it, are difagreeable; 
and the imagination either does not take 
time to trace out the remote ones, or fees 
them at too great a diftance to be much 
affected by them. A pnfon, therefore, 
will always be a difagreeable object; and 
the fitter it is for the purpofe for which 

F  4 it
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It was intended, it will be the more fo.
A  palace, on the contrary, will always 
be agreeable; yet its remote effects may o f­
ten be inconvenient to the publick. It 
may ferve to promote luxury, and fet 
the example of the diflohition of manners.
Its immediate effects, however, the con- 
veniency, thê  plealure and the gaiety of 
the people who live in it, being all agree­
able, and fuggefting to the imagination a 
thoufand agreeable ideas, that faculty gene­
rally refts upon them, and feldom goes fur­
ther in tracing its more diftant confe- 
quences. Iiophies of the inftruments of 
mufick or of agriculture, imitated in 
painting or in ftucco, make a common 
and an agreeable ornament o f our halls 
and dining-rooms, a  trophy of the fame 
!; uid, compofed of the inftruments o f 
iurgery, of dinecting, an(j amputation- 
knives j o f faws for cutting the bones, o f 
trepanning inftruments, &c. wouid be ab- 
furd and fhocking. Inftruments of fur- 
gery, however, ate always more finely 
polift —h and generally more nicely adapt­
ed tc> the purpofe:. fot which they are 
intended, than inftruments o f agricul­
ture. I he remote effects of them too,

the
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health o f the patient, is agreeable; 
yet as the immediate effect of them is pain 
and fafferirig, the fight of them alw«n s dif- 
pleafes us. Inftruments of war are agree­
able, tho’ their immediate effect may feem 
to be in the fame manner pain and fuf- 
fering. But then it is the pain and fu f- 
fering of our enemies, with whom we 
have nofym pathy; and, with regard to 
us, they are immediately connected with 
the agreeable ideas of courage, victory, 
and honour. They are themfelves, there­
fore, fuppofcd to make one o f the nobleft 
parts of drefs, and the imitation o f them 
one of the fineft ornaments of architec­
ture. It is the fame cafe with ti e quali­
ties of the mind. The antient lloics 
were of opinion, that as the world was 
governed by the all-ruling providence o f 
a wife, powerful, and good God, even; 
Angle event ought to be regarded, as mak­
ing a neceffary part of the pun of the 
univerfe, and as tending to prom a:e the 
general order and happinefs of the whole: 
that the vices and lollies of mai dud, 
therefore, made as necefiiuy a part of 
this plan as their wifdom 01 th ir virtue , 
gnd by that eternal art winch educes good

from



xfe* -fSi'QTCi ill, './cl'6 l nade to tend equally 
to the prosperity raid perfedion o f the 
great fyftem of nature, No fpeculation 
o f this kind, bowo. er, how deeply fo- 
eve r it might be looted in the mind, could 
dimimfb oui natund abhorrence for vice, 
whofe immediate effects are fo deftructive, 
and v/hofe remote ones are too diflant to 
be traced by the imagination.

jt  is tiie fame cafe with thole paffions 
we have been juft now conlidering. Their 
immediate eftccls are fo difagreeable, that

e’ ca W! x ? / heyiare moft juftly provoked, 
there is ftilllomething about them which dif-
gufts us. Thefe therefore, are the only • 
paffions o f which the expreffions, as I for­
merly obferved, do not difpofe and prepare 
us fo fympat ize with them, before we 
are informe o the caule which excites 
them. The plaintive voice of mifery, when 
heard at a affiance, will not allow us to be 
indifferent about the perfon from  whom it 
tomes. As icon  as it ftllkes our ear, k  
interefts us in his fortune, and, i f  continu­
ed, force:: us almoft involuntarily to fly to 
his affiftance. The light of a fmiling 
countenance, in the fame manner, elevates 
even, the pen five into that gay and airy

mood,

‘ ' l l

f( | f  o f M utual SrapATHy. part r l C T



My; mooch which difpofes him to l'ympathize 
with, and fhare the joy.which it expref- 
l’e s ; and he feels his heart, which with 
thought and care was before that fhrunk 
and depreflcd, inftantly expanded and 
elated. But it is quite otherwife with the 
expreflions of hatred and refentment. The 
hoarfc, boifterous, and difcordant voice of 
anger, when heard at a diftance, infpires 
us either with fear or averfion. We do not 
fly towards it, as to one who cries out with 
pain and agony. Women, and men of 
weak nerves, tremble and are overcome 
with fear, tho’ fenfible that themfelves are 
not the objects of the anger. They con­
ceive fear, however, by putting themfelves 
in the fituation of the perfon who is fo.
Even thole of ft outer hearts are difturb- 
ed; not indeed enough to make them a- 
fraid, but enough to make them angry - 
for anger is the paftion which they 
would feel in the fituation of the other 
perfon. It is the fame cafe with hatred.
Mere exprefiions of fpite infpire it againft 
no body, but the man who ufes them.
Both thefe pa (lions are by nature the ob­
jects of our averfion. Their dilagrecabk 
and boifterous appearance never excites,

8 never
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m y-S&tfer prepares, and orten difturbs our 
fympathy. G rief does not more powerful­
ly engage and attract us to the perfon in 
whom we obferve it, than thefe, while we 
are ignorant o f their caufe, difguft and de­
tach us from him. It was, it feems, the 
intention of nature, that thofe rougher and 
more unamiable emotions, which drive 
men from one another, fhould be lefs ea- 
fily and more rarely communicated.

W hen mufic imitates the modulations 
o f grief or joy, it either attually infpires 
ns with thofe paffions, or at leaf! puts us 
in the mood which difpofes us to conceive 
them. But when it imitates the notes of 
anger, it infpires us with fear. Joy, grief, 
love, admiration, devotion, are all of them 
paffions which are naturally muficaJ. Their 
natural tones are all foft, clear, and melo­
dious and they naturally exprefs them- 
fetves in periods which are diftinguifhed by 
regular paufes, and which upon that ac­
count are eafily adapted to the regular re­
turns of the corrcfpondent airs of a tune.
The voice of anger, on the contrary, and 
o f all the paffions which are akin to it, is 
harfh and difcordant. Its periods too are 
all irregular, fometimes very long, -m l

fometimes
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fometimes very lhort, and diftinguilhed by 
no regular paufes. It is with difficulty, 
therefore, that mufic can imitate any of 
thofe paffions; and the mufic which does 
imitate them is not the moll agreeable. A 
whole entertainment may confift, without 
any impropriety, of the imitation of the 
focial and agreeable paffions. It would 
be a ftrange entertainment which confifted 
aitogethei. of tne imitations of hatred and 
refentment.

I f  thofe paffions are difagreeable to the 
fpeftator, they are not lefs f0 to the 
perfon who feels them. Hatred and anger 
are the greateft poifon to the happinefs 
of a good mmd. There is, in the very 
feding of thofe paffions, fomething harfh 
jarring, and convulfive, fomething that 
tears anu diftrafts the bread, and is al 
together definitive of thatcompofure and 
tranquillity of mind which is lb neceflary 
to happinefs, and which is bed promoted 
by the contrary paffions of gratitude and 
love. It is not the value of what they 
lofe by thep: rfidy and ingratitude of thofe 
they live with, which the generous and 
humane are mod apt to regret. Wha? 
ever they may have loft, they can gene­

rally



rally be very happy without it. What 
moft dillurbs them is the idea of per­
fidy and ingratitude exercifed towards 
themfelvesj and the difcordant and dis­
agreeable paflions which this excites, con­
stitutes, in their own opinion, the chief 
part of the injury that they fuffcr.

How many things are requifite to ren­
der the gratification of refentment com- 
pleatly agreeable, and to make the fpec- 
tator thoroughly fympathife with our re­
venge ? The provocation mu ft firft of all 
be Such that we Ihould become con­
temptible, and be expofcd to perpetual in- 
fults, i f  we did not, in fome meafure, re- 
fent it. Smaller offences are always bet­
ter neglected ■ nor is there any thing 
more defpicable than that froward and 
captious humour which takes fire upon 
every flight occafion of quarrel. We 
fhould relent more from a fenfi; o f the 
propriety of refentment, from a fenfe that 
mankind expect and require it o f ns, 
than becaufe we feel in ourfelves the furies 
o f that difagreeable pafiion. There is no 
paflion, of which the human mind is ca­
pable, .concerning whofe juilnefs we ought 
to be fo doubtful, concerning whofe indul­

gence
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gence we ought To carefully to confult our 
natural fenfe o f propriety, or fo diligently 
to confider what will be the fentiments 
of the cool, and impartial fpectator. M ag­
nanimity, or a regard to maintain our 
own rank and dignity in fociety, is the 
only mptive which can ennoble the expref- 
fions o f this difagreeable paffion. This 
motive muft characterize our whole llile 
and deportment. Thefe muft be plain, 
open, and diiedtj determined without pofi- 
tivenefs, and elevated without infolence ; 
not only tu. j from petulance and low 
fcurrility, but generous, candid, and 
full o f all proper regards, even for the 
perfon who has offended us. It muft ap­
pear, in ffiort, from our whole manner, 
without our labouring affectedly to exnrefs 
it, that paffion has not extinguifhed* our 
humanity; and that if  we yield to the 
diet rues of revenge, it is with reluftance," 
from pecefiity, and in confequence o f r rcat 
and repeated provocations. When resent­
ment is guarded and qualified m this 
manner, it may be admitted to be even 
generous and nobleJ

C  H  A  P.
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C H A P ,  IV,

Of the focial paflions.

A S it is a divided fympathy which 
renders this whole fet o f paflions, 

upon moft occafions, fo ungraceful and 
difagreeable; fo there is another fet op- 
pofite to thefe, which a redoubled. fym­
pathy renders almofl: always peculiarly 
agreeable and becoming, Generoflty, hu­
manity, kindnefs, compaffion, mutual 
friendfhip and efteem, all the focial and 
benevolent affections, when expreffed in 
the countenance or behaviour, even to­
wards thofe who are peculiarly connected 
with ourfelves, pleafe the indifferent fpec- 
tator upon almofl: every occafion. His 
fympathy with the perfon who feels thofe 
paflions, exactly coincides with his concern 
for the perfon who is the object o f 
them. The intereft, which, as a man, he 
is obliged to take in the happinefs of this 
laft, enlivens his fellow-feeling with the 
fentiments o f the other, whole emotions 
are employed about the fame objeft. W e 
have always, therefore, the ftrongeft dif-

pofltion



c*
pdntion to fympathife with the benevolent 
affedions. They appear in every refpecl 
agreeable to us. We enter into the fa- 
tisfadion both of the perfon who feels 
them, and of the perfon who is the ob- 
jed  of them. For as to be the objed 
of hatred and indignation gives more 
pain than ali the evil which a brave mail 
can feat from Ins enemies, lo there is 
a fatisftdion in the confcioufnefs o f be- 
ing beloved, which, to a perfon of deli­
cacy and lenfibility, is ot more import­
ance to happinels than all the advantage 
which he can expert to derive from it 
What character is fo deteftable as that 
of one who takes pleal'ure to fow dif- 

, fention among friends, and to turn their 
moll tender love into mortal hatred? Yet 
wherein does the; atrocity of this To much 
abhorred injury confift? Is it 
priving them of the frivolous good offi­
ces, which, nad theii fnendfhipContinued 
they might have cxpided from one ano­
ther ? It is in depriving them of that fnend­
fhip itfclf, in robbing them of each others 
affedions, from which both derived fo much 
fatisfadion; it is in- difturbing the Lar- 
mony of their hearts, and putting an end

G  to
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that happy commerce which had before 
fubfifted between them. Thefe affections, 
that harmony, this commerce, are felt, 
not only by the tender and the delicate, 
but by the rudeft vulgar of mankind, 
to be of more importance to happinefs 
than all the little fervices which could be 
expeCted to flow from them.

The fentiment of love is, in itfclf, agree­
able to the perfon who feels it, it fcoths 
and compofes the brcaft, feems to favour 
the vital motions, and to promote the 
healthful ftate of the hupaan conftitution; 
and it is rendered flill more delightful by 
the confcioufnefs of the gratitude and 
fatisfaCtion which it muft excite in him 
who is the object of it. Their mutual 
regard renders them happy in one ano­
ther, and fympathy, with this mutual re­
gard, makes them agreeable to every 
other perfon With what pleafure do we 
look upon a family, through the whole 
of which reign mutual love and efteem, 
in which the parents and children are 
companions for one another, without any 
other difference than what is made by re- 
fpectful affeCtion on the one fide, and 
kind indulgence on the other; where

freedom
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freedom and fondnefs, mutual raillery, 
and mutual kindncfs, fhow that no op- 
pofition of interefts divides the brothers, 
nor any rivalfhip of favour fets the fitters 
at variance, and where every thing pre- 
fents us with the idea of peace, chear- 
fulnefs, harmony, and contentment. On 
the contrary, how uneafy are we made 
when we go into a houfe in which jar­
ring contention lets one half o f thofe 

- who dwelt in it againft the other; where 
ainidft affe&ed fmoothnefs and complai- 
fance, fufpiciouS looks and hidden ftarts 
o f pafhon betray the mutual jealoulies 
which burn within them, and which are 
every moment ready to burft out through 
all the reftraints which the prefence of 
the company impofes.

Thofe amiable palTions, even when they 
are acknowledged! to be excefiive, are ne- 

et regarded with averfion. There is 
fometbftg agreeable even in the weaknefa 
of fucndlhip and humanity. The too 
tenon mother, the too indulgent father, 
the too generous and affectionate friend* 
may fometimes, perhaps, on account o f 
the foftnefs of their natures, be looked 
upon with a fpecies of pity, in which,

G 2 how*
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M i c ^ w e y e r, there is a mixture of love, but 
can never be regarded with hatred' and 
averfion, nor even with contempt, unlefs 
by the moft brutal and worthlefs o f man­
kind. It is always with concern, with 
fympaihy and kindnefs, that we blame
them for the extravagance o f their attach­
ment. 1 here is a helpleflhefs in the cha- 
rafler o f extreme humanity which more 
than any thing interefts our pity. There 
is nothing in ttfelf which renders it ei­
ther ungraceful or dil'agreeable. W e only 
icgict- that it is unfit for the world, be­
cause the world is W o rth y  o f it, and be- 
caufe it moft expofe tlieperlbn who is en­
dowed with it as a prey to the perfidy and in­
gratitude of .animating faUhood, and to a 
thoufand pains and uneafindl'es, which, of 
al. .neu, i . . t e leaf! deferves to feel, and 
which generally ,00 he ;s_ o f all men>

the ea caP ■ h of fupporting. It is 
quite otherwife with hatred and refent- 
ment. Too violent a propenf.ty to tl.ofe 
detettable paffion,, renders a ^  thc 
object o f umverfal dread and abhor, ence, 
who, like a wild bead, ought, we think 
to be hunted out of all civil lbcicty.

C H  A  P,
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C FI A P. V.

O f the felfifh pafhons.

B e s i d e s  thofe two oppofite fets 
of paffions, the focial and unfocial, 

there is another which holds a fort of 
middle place between them; is never ei­
ther fo graceful as is fometimes the one 
fet, nor is e . er fo odious as is fometimes 
t-.: other. Grief and joy, when conceiv­
ed upon account o f our own private good 
or ad fortune, conftitute this third fet 
ot pafiioffs. Even when excelTivc. they 
arc never fo difagreeable as exceffive relent- 
ment, becaufe no oppofite fympathy can 
ever intereft us agdrift them : and when 
moy a 1 table to their Objects they are never 
lo agreeable as impartial humanity and 
juft benevolence; becaufe no double” fvm 
pathy can ever intereft us for them. There 
is, however, tins difference between grief 
and jov, that we are generally m o ftd ii-  
pofed to fympathife with fmall joys and 
great forrows. The man, who by fome 
ludden revolution ot fortune is lifted up 
all at once into a condition of life, greatly

^  3 above
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'% i§ f> Y e  what he had formerly lived in 
may be affined that the congratulations 
o f his beft friends are not all o f thenr 
perfeaiy fincere. An upflartj tho h o f
the greateft merit, is generally difagreeable, 
and a fentiment of envy commonly pre­
vents us from heartily rympathifmg with

hls / *  K has ,a.ny judgment he is 
fenfibk or this, and inftead of w  ' r_
ing to be elated with his good fortune, he
endeavours as much as he can, to Another

h‘S i ° y’ v ?  d0Wn “ » t  elevation o f 
mind With which Ins new circumftanct,s
naturally n.fpue him. He a ffe a s (h e
fame piainncls of drefs, and the fame

f  Which became him,n his foime, ftation. He redoubles his 
attention to Ins old fri(Snds> amI endea_
vours moie than ever to be humble, af- 
fiduous, and complaifant And this is
iiie ciauout vmch in Jr is fituation we
mod approve o f ; becaufc we expeft it
ferns, that he fhould lv V ’1UJ1 •: more fympa-, hy with our envy and ayerfion ^  ^

hpppinefs, ian have with his hap- 
pinefS' It^ s  fddom that with all this he 
fucceeds. W e fufpcct the (incedty o f his 
humility, and he grows wcary o( this

con-
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conftraint. In a little time, therefore, he 
generally leaves all his old friends behind 
him, fome of the meanefi: o f them ex­
cepted, who may, perhaps, condefcend to 
become his dependents: nor does he al­
ways acquire any new ones; the pride of 
iiis new connections is as much affront­
ed at finding him their equal, as that of 
his old ones had been by his becoming 
their fuperior: and it requires the moft 
obftinate and perfevering modefty to at- 
tone for this mortification to either. He 
generally grows weary too foon, and is 
provoked by the fallen andfufpicious pride 
o f tne one, and by the faucy contempt 
o f the other, to treat the firff with 
neglect, and the fecond with petulance, 
till at laft he grows habitually infolent' 
and forfeits the efteem of all. I f  the 
clnef part of human happinefs arifes' from 
ilie comciouinefs of being beloved, as I 
believe it does, thofe fudden changes of 
foitune lddom contribute much to happi­
nefs. He is happieft who advances more 
giadually to gieatneis, whom the public 
deffines to every ftep o f his preferment 
long before he arrives at it, in whom, 
upon that account, when it come , it

G  4 can
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excite no extravagant joy, and with 
regard to whom it cannot reafonably 
create either any jealoufy in thofe he 
overtakes, or any envy in thofe he leaves 
behind.

Mankind, however, more readily fym- 
path.fe with thofe fmaller joys which 
now from left important Caufes. It ft 
decent, to be humble anudft great prof- 
penty; but we can farce exprefi too much 
fatisfa& on in all the Httfc occurrences o f 
common life, m the company with which 

,w e  fpent the evening laft night; in thc
entertainment that vvac *. i 1. WdS let before us, in 
what was laid and i

„  , ,• , Wllat was done, in-
aU the little incidents of the prcftnt con.
v a iation, and in all thofefrivoIous nothi,
whicn fill up the void of human life. '  
Nothing is nidre gractful ^  ,nb;
chearfulnefs, which ls always founded up­
on a pecuhar rehfl, f0r a], thc ,ittle lek_
fares which common occurrences afford.
W e readily iympatmic w ;(, . . .. , . r . u 'iit: it nupires
ns witii the lame iov o,, i i * s' . l.y> and makes everytrifle turn up toils tr„ ^  J
afpea m which it :-refents it (a fb t0 the 
perfon endowed w,t! lhi,  , (lif
fition. Hence «  ■ - that youth,'the f a .  

f  foil

° f  M u tu al  Sympathy-. Part I.

ICO I



/ X ^ S S \  ■

Mutual Sym pa th y . S9 >3 1 j

^  fon of gaiety, fo eafily engages our affec­
tions. That propenfity to joy which Teems 
even to animate the bloom, and to fparkle 
from the eyes of youth and beauty, tho’ 
in a perfon of the fame lex, exalts, even 
the aged, to a more joyous mood than 
ordinary. T hey forget, for a time, their 
infix mitics, and abandon themfelves to 
thofe agreeable ideas and emotions to 
which they have long been ffrangers, but 
which, when the prefence of fo much 
happmefs recalls them to their breaflr, 
ta e t leir place there, like old acquaint­
ance, from whom they are forry to have 
ever been parted, and whom they em­
brace more heartily upon account of this 
long feparation.

It is quite otherwife with grief. Small 
vexations excite no fympathy, but deep 
affliction calls forth the greateft. The 
man v no is made uneafy by every little 
ddagreeable incident, who is hurt if either 
the cook or the butler have failed in the
leaft article of their duty, who feels every 
defect m the higheft ceremonial of polite 
nefs, whether it be fhewn to hinuW or 
to any other perfon, who takes it amifs 
that his intimate fuend did not hid him

good-
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AY ^  --gotd-morrow when they met in the fore­
noon, and that his brother hummed a 
tune hll the time he himfelf was telling a 
ftory; who is put out of humour by 
the badnels of the weather when in the 
country, by the badnefs of the roads when 
upon a journey, and by the want of 
company, and dullijefs of all public 
diverfions w hen in town ; fuch a perfbn,
I fay, though he fhould have fome reafon, 
will leldom meei with much fympathy.
Jo y  is a pleafant emotion, and we gladly 
abandon oui felves to it upon the flight^fl: 
occafion. We readily, tlLefore, fympa- 
tliife with it in others, whenever we are 
not prejudice )y envy. g ut grjcf  js pajn-
ful, and tlie i und, eVen when it is our 
own misfortune, naturally refills and re­
coils from it. We would "endeavour ei­
ther not to conceive it at all, or to (hake it 
off as foon aj w -^have conceived it. Our 
aver lion tô  gi let will not, indeed, always 
hinder us from coiwehing it [n our 0wn 
cafe upon very trifling occafions, but it 
conflantly prevents us from fympathifing 
with it in others when excited by the like 
frivolous cau Is : for our fympathetic paf 
(ions are <d ways lefs iri clit̂ ilole than our

original
jit ^
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original ones. There is, befides, a malice 
in ^mankind, which not only prevents all 
fympathy with little uneafmefles, bnt renders 
them in fome meafure diverting. Hence 
the delight which we all take in raillery* 
and in the fmall vexation which we obferve 
in our companion, when he is pafhed, 
and urged, and teafed upon all fides.
Men of the raoft ordinary good breeding 
diffemble the pain which any little in­
cident may give them, and thofe who 
are more thoroughly formed to fociety, 
turn, of their own accord, all fuch inci­
dents into raillery, as they knew their com­
panions will do for them. The habit ' 
which a man, who lives in the world, has 
acquired of considering how every thing 
that concerns himfelf will appear to 
others, makes thole frivolous calamities 
turn up in the fame ridiculous light to 
him, in which he knows theyjw dl cer­
tainly be considered by them.

Our fympathy, on the contrary, with 
deep diltiels, is very Strong and very fin- 
eel e. It is unnecellary to give an in­
stance. We weep even at the feigned 
reprefentation of a tragedy . I f  you labour, 
therefore, under any fignal calamity, i f

by
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• i :; ■ '!*%' f ° me extraordinary misfortune you are 
fallen into poverty, into difeafes, into 
clifgrace and difappointment •, even though 
your own fault may have been, in part, 
the occafion, yet you may generally de­
pend upon the fincereft fympathy of all 
your friends, and,  ̂as far as interefl and 
honour will permit, upon their kindeft 
affiflance too. But if your misfortune is 
not o f this dicadful kind, i f  you have 
only been a httle baulked m your am­
bition, i f  you have only been jilted by your 
mrftrels, 01 only hen-pecked by your wife, 
lay your account with the raillery o f all 
your acquaintance,

S E C -
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S E C T I O N  IV.

Of the effe&s of profp6rity and adver- 
fxty upon the judgment of mankind 
with regard to the propriety of action j 
and why it is more eafy to obtain their 
approbation in the one ftate than in 
the other.

C H A P .  I.

That though our fympathy with forrow 
is generally a more lively fetifation than 
our fympathy with joy, it commonly 
falls much more Ihort o f the violence 
of what is felt by the perlbn prin­
cipally concei ned,

OU R  fympathy with forrow, though 
not more real, has been more taken 

notice of than our fympathy with joy.
Xhe word fympathy, in its moft proper 
and primitive lignification, denotes our 
fellow-feeling with the fufferings, not that 
with the enjoyments, of others. A  late 
ingenious and J'ubtile philofopher thought 
it neceflary to prove, by arguments, that

we
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X'cf  we h 1 a real fympathy with joy, and 
that co 'atuiation was a principle of 
human nature. No body, I believe, ever 
thought iary  to prove that com­
panion was fiich.-

Fir ft o f f  our fympathy with for. 
_row is, m tome lenfe, more univerfal than 
that with joy. Though forrow is excef- 
five, we may ftill have fome fellow-feel­
ing with it. What we feel does not, in­
deed, in this cafe, amount to that com- 
pleat fympathy, to that perfect harmony and 
correspondence of fentiments which con- 
ftitutes approbation. We do not weep, 
and exclaim, and lament* with the fuf- 
ferer. W c are fenfible, on the contrary, 
o f his veakaefs and of the extravagance 
o f his palhon, and yet often feel a very 
fenfible concern < upon his account. But 
i f  we do not mtirely enter into, and 
go along with, the ,oy of another> we
have i- . f A t or regard or fellow-feeling
for it. . inan l ' 0 ft-ips and dances 
about v. ; hat intemperate and fenfelefs 
joy which we cannot accompany him in, 
’ s the o :cf or our contempt and indig­
nation.

Pain

l O t

' G°l&x

( t .v jp ff/  O f  M u t u a l  Sym path y1. Parti.



f * ( S eyfy4’ 0/  M utual  Sy m p a t h y . 9 ; 1 ( f l T
\ ■ ^\ y '  J -  / n o  - ^
wy. yT ain  betides, whether or mind or body, 

is a more pungent fenfation than plea- 
fure, and our Sympathy with pain, though 
it falls greatly fhort o f what is naturally 
felt by the fufferer, is generally a more 
lively and diftinct perception than our 
fympathy with pleafure, though this lalt 
often approaches more nearly, as I fhall 
lliow immediately, to the natural viva- • 
city of the original paffion.

Over and above all this, we often lfruggle 
to keep down our fympathy with the for- 
row of others. Whenever we are not 
under the obfervation o f the fufferer, 
we endeavour, for our own fake to 
fupprefs it as much as we can, and we 
are not always fuccefsful The oppofition 
which wc make to it, and the reludlance 
with which we yield to it, neceffaril, 
oblige us to take more particular notic e 
o f it. But we never have occasion to make 
this oppofition to our lynipathy with jot 
J f  there is any envy in the cafe, we mver 
Ibel the leal' p ro p erty  towards it • and 
if  there is none, we give way , 0 it w i;hout 
any (eluftance. On the contrary „  v 
are always aflwmcd o f our own envy 
we often pretend, and fometimes nal lv

wifh
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wifh to fympathife with the joy of others, 
when by that difagreeable fentiment we 
are difqualified from doing fo. We are 
glad, we fay, upon account of our neigh­
bour’s good fortune, when in our hearts, 
perhaps, we aie leally forry. We often 
feel a fympathy with lorrow when vce 
would wifli to be rid of i t ; and we 
often mils that with joy when we would 
be glad to have it. Phe obvious obferva- 
tion, theicloie, which it naturally falls 
in our way to make, 4s that our pro- 
penfity to fy mpathife with forrow muff 
be very ft tong, and our inclination to 
fympathife with joy very weak.
' Notwithftanding this prejudice, how­

ever, I will venture to affirm, that, when 
there is no envy in the cafe, our propen- 
fity to fympathile with joy is much ffronger 
than our proneniity to fympathife with 
forrow*; and that our fellow-feeling for 
the agreeal !e emotion approaches much 
more nearly to tne vivacity of what is 
naturally felt by the perfons principally 
concerned, than that which we conceive 
for the painful one.

We have fom<2 indulgence for that ex- 
ceffive grief which wc cannot entirely go

along
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along with. We know what a prodigious 
effort is requifite before the fufferer can 
bring down his emotions to compleat har­
mony and concord with thofe o f the 
fpeftator. Though he fails, therefore, we 
eafily pardon him. But we have no fuch 
indulgence for the intemperance of jo y : be- 
caufe we are not confcious that any fuch 
vaft cffoit is requifite to bring it down to 
what we can entirely enter into. The 
man who, under the greateft calamities, 
can command his forrow, teems worthy of 
the higheft admiration; but he who; in 
the falnels of profperity, can in the fame 
manner mafter his joy, feems hardly to de- 
ferve any praife. We are fenfible that 
there is a much wider interval in the one 
cafe than in the other, between what is 
naturally felt by the perfon principally con­
cerned, and what the fpe&ator can in­
ti rely go along with.

W hir can be added to the happineft 
o f the man who is m health, who is out 
o f debt, i lie. a clear confcience> T o  
one in this fituation, nil rr

> acceflions o f
fortune may properly be faid to b- inner 
fluous: and if he is much elevated upon 
account of them, it muff be the effect of

H the
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the molt frivolous levity. This fituation, 
however, may very well be called the na­
tural and ordinary flats of mankind. 
Notwithftanding the prefent mifery and 
depravity of the world, fo juffcly lament­
ed, this really is the flate of the greater 
part o f men. 'The greater part o f men, 
therefore, cannot und any great difficulty 
in elevating thernfeives to all tne joy which 
any acceffion to mis fituation can well ex­
cite in their companion.

But though little can be added to this 
flate, much may be taken from it. T h o  
between this condition and the highefl pitch 
o f human piofpeiity, the interval is but a 
trifle j between it and the lowed depth 
o f mifery the didance is immcnfe and pro­
digious. Ad erfity, upon this account, ne- 
ceTarily deprefles tne mind o f the fufierer 
much more below its natural date, than 
prosperity can elevate him above it. The 
fpe<5lator, tlieiefo*e, m l  find is much 
more difficult to fympathife entirely, and 
keep perfect time, with his farrow, than 
thoroughly to enter into his joy, anil mud 
dcnart much further from his own na­
tural and ordinary temper of mind in the 
one cafe than in the other.' It is upon 
this account, that, though our fympathy

with
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forrow is often a more pungent fere­
lation than our fympathy with joy, it al­
ways falls much more fliort o f the violence 
o f what is naturally felt by the perfon 
principally concerned.

It is agreeable to fympathife with jo y ; 
and wherever envy does not oppofe it, our 
heart abandons itfelf with fatisfaflion to 
the higheft tranfports of that delightful 
fentiment. But it is painful to go along 
with grief, and we always enter into it 
with reluctance. When we attend to the 
reprefentation of a tragedy, we ftruggle 
cgainft that fympathetic forrow which the 
entertainment infpires as long as we can, 
and we give way to it at laft only when we 
can no longer avoid i t : we even then endea­
vour to cover oui concern from the com­
pany. I f  we any tears, we carefully 
conceal them, and aie afi aid left the fpefta- 
tors, not entering into this exceffive ten- 
dcrnefb, fhould regard it as effeminacy and 
weaknels. The wretch whofe misfortunes 
call upon our companion feels with what 
reluctance we are likely to enter into his 
forrow, and therefore propofes his grief to 
us with fear and hefitation: he even 
{mothers the half of it, and is aiharhed,

H z  upon
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account o f this hard-heartednefs of 
mankind, to give vent to the fulnefs o f his 
affliction. It is other wife with the man. 
who riots in joy and fuccefs. Wherever 
envy does not intereft us againft him, he 
expedts our compleateft fympathy. He 
does not fear, therefore, to enounce him- 
felf with fhouts of exultation, in full con­
fidence that we are heartily difpofed to go 
along with him.

W h y f h o u l d  we be more afhamed to weep 
than to laugh before company ? W e may 
often have as real occafion to do the one as 
to do the other: but we always feel that
the fpeccators are more likely to go along 
with us in the agreeable, than in the pain­
ful emotion. It is always miferable to 
complain, even when we are opprelied by 
the moft dreadful calamities. But the tri­
u m p h  of victory is not always ungraceful. 
Prudence, indeed, would often advife us to 
•hear our profperity with more moderation 
becaufe prudence would teach us to avoid 
hat envy which tnis very triumph is, more 

than any thing, apt to excite.
How hearty are t ie acclamations o f the 

mob, who never bear any envy to their 
fuperiors, at a triumph or a public entry ?

And

* . It ' ^
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And how fedate and moderate is commonly 
their grief at an execution ? Our forrow at 
a funeral generally amounts to no more 
than an affe6led gravity; but our mirth at 
a chriftening, or a marriage, is always from 
the heart, and without any affecfation. Up­
on thefe, and all fuch joyous occafions, our 
fatisfa&ion, though not fo durable, is often 
as lively as that of the perfons principally 
concerned. Whenever we cordially con­
gratulate our friends, which, however, to 
the di(grace of human nature, we do but 
feldom, their joy literally becomes our jo y : 
we are, for the moment, as happy as they 
are : our heart fwells and overflows with 
real pleafure: joy and complacency fparkle 
from our eyes, and animate every feature 
of our countenance, and every gefture o f 
our body.

But, on the contrary, when we condole 
with our friends in their afflictions, how- 
little do we feel, in cofnparifon of what 
they feel ? We fit down by them, we look 
at them, and while they relate to us the 
circumftanecs of their misfortune, we lif  en 
to them with gravity and attention. But 
while their narration is every moment in­
terrupted by thofe natural burfts ofpafiion

H 3 which
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> which often feem almofl to choak them 
in the midfl of i t ; how far are the languid 
emotions of our hearts from keeping time 
to the tranfports of theirs ? We may be 
fenfible, at the fame time, that their pa {lion 
is natural, and no greater than what we 
ourfelves might feel upon the like occafion.
W e may even inwardly reproach ourfelves 
with our own want of fenfibility, and per­
haps, upon that account, work ourfelves 
u p  into an artificial lympathy, which, how­
ever, when it is railed, is always the flight- 
ell and moft tranntory imaginable; and 
generally > as foon as we have left the room, 
vanifhes, and is gone forever. Nature, it 
feems, when flit ioadt us with our own 
forrows, thought that they were enough, 
and therefore did not command us to take 
any further fhare in thofe of others, than 
what was neceffary to prompt us to relieve 
them.

It is upon account of this dull fenfibility 
to the afflictions of others, that magna­
nimity amidft great diftrefs appears always 
fo divinely graceful. His behaviour is 
genteel and agreeable who can maintain 
his chearfulnefs amitiil a number of frivo­
lous difafters. But he appears to be more

than
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1 mprtal who can fupport in the fame 
manner the moff dreadful calamities. We 
feel what an immenfe effort is requifite to 
filence thole violent emotions which natu­
rally agitate and diffract thofe in his fitua- 
tion. We are amazed to find that he can 
command himfelf fo intirely. His firmnefs  ̂
at the lame time, perfectly coincides with 
our infenfihility. He makes no demand 
upon us for that more exquilite degree of 
fenfibility which we find, and which we 
are mollified to find, that we do not pof- 
lels. There is tire moft perfect correlpon- 
dence between his feimments and ours, and 
upon that account the moft perfedt pro­
priety in his behavioui . It is a propriety 
too, which, from our experience o f the 
ulual weaknefs of human nature, we could 
not reafonably have expected he fliould be 
able to maintain. We wonder with lur- 
prife and aitonilhment at that ltrength of 
mind which is capable of fo noble and ge­
nerous an effort. The fentiment of coin- 
pfoat fympathy and approbation, mixed and 
animated with wonder and furprife, con­
f u t e s  what is properly called admiration, 
as has already been more than once taken 
notice of. Cato, furrounded on all fidrs

T I4 by
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by his enemies, unable to refift them, dis­
daining to fobmit to them, and reduced, by 
the proud maxims of that age, to the necef- 
fity of deftroying himfelf; yet never fhrink- 
mg from his misfortunes, never fuppkcating 
with the lamentable voice of wretchednefs, 
thofe miferable fym pathetic tears which we 
are always xo unwilling to give; but on the 
contrary, arming himfelf with manly forti­
tude, and the moment before he executes his 
fatal refolution, giving, with his ufual tran­
quillity, all necefiary orders for the fafety 
of his friends j appears to Seneca, that 
great preachei of inlenfibility, a fpedacle 
which even the gods. themfelves might 
behold with p.eafure and admiration.
Whenever we meet, in common Hfe, 

with any examples of fuch lieroic magna­
nimity, we are always extremely affeded.
We are more apt to weep and fhed tears 
for luch as, in this manner, feem to feel no­
thing for themfelves, than for thofe who 
give way to all the weaknefs of forrow : 
and in this particular cafe, the fympathe- 
tie grief of the fpedtator t^peait to go be­
yond the original pallion in the perfon 
principally concerned. The friends of So­
crates all wept when he drank the laft

potion,
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potion, while he himfelf expelled the gaiell 
and molt chearful tranquillity. Upon all 
fuch occafions the fpe£fator makes no ef­
fort, and lias no occafion to make any, in 
order to conquer his fympathetic forrow.
He is under no fear that it will tranlport 
him to any thing that is extravagant and 
improper; he is rather pleafed with thefen- 
fibility of his own heart, and gives way to 
it with complacence and felf-approbation.
He gladly indulges, therefore, ■ the moll 
melancholy views which can naturally oc­
cur to him, concerning the calamity of his 
friend, for whom, peihaps, he never felt 1 
fo exquifitely before, die tender and tear­
ful paflion of love. But it is quite other- 
wife with the pei ion pi mcipally concerned.
He is obliged, as much as poflible, to turn 
away his eyes from w hatever is either na­
turally terrible or difagreeable in his fitua- 
tion. Too ferious an attention to tliofc 
cucumftanccs, he fears, might make fo vi­
olent an imprelhon upon him, that he could 
no longer keep within the bounds of mode­
ration, or rehderl himfelf the object o f the 
compleat fympathy and approbation of the 
fpeilators. He fixes his thoughts, there­
fore, upon thofe only which are agreeable',

the
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about to deferve by the heroic magnani­
mity of his behaviour. lo  feel that he is 
capable of fo noble and generous an effort* 
to feel that in this dreadful fituation he 
can ftill a£t as w°ulci defire to act, ani­
mates and tranfports him with joy* and 
enables him to fupport that triumphant 
gaiety which feems to exult in the vic­
tory that he thus gains over his misfor­
tunes.

On the contrary, he always appears, in 
fome meafure, mean and defpicable, who 
is funk in fonow and dejection upon ac­
count o f any calamity of his own. We 
cannot bring ourfelves to feel for him 
what he feeL ior himfelf, and what, per­
haps, vve fhonld feel for ourfelves if  in his 
fituation* we, therefore, defpifehim; un- 
juftly, perhaps, li any fentiment could be 
regarded as unjuft, to which we are by na­
ture irrefiftibly determined. The weaknefs 
of forrow nevei appears in any refpect agree­
able, except when it arifes from what we feel 
for others rnoic than from what we feel for 
ourfelves. A  fon, upon the death of an 
indulgent and refpeclable father, may give 
way to it without much blame. His for­

row
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row is chiefly founded upon a fort of fympa- 
thy with his departed parent; and we readily 
enter into this humane emotion. But if he 
fhouid indulge the fame weaknefs upon ac­
count of any misfortune which a fleeted him- 
felf only, he would no longer meet with any 
fuch indulgence. I f  he Ihould be reduced 
to beggary and ruin, if he fhouid be expos­
ed to the moll dreadful dangers, if  he fhouid 
even be led out to a public execution, and 
there filed one Angle tear upon the fcaffoid, 
he would difgrace himfelf forever in the opi­
nion of all the gallant and generous part 
of mankind. Their companion for him, 
however, would be very flrong, and very 
fincere ; but as it would hill fall fhort of 
this exceflive weaknefs, they would have 
no pardon for the man who could thus ex- 
pofe himfelf in the-eyes of the world. His 
behaviour would aftecl them with fhame 
rather than with forrow; and the difhonour 
which he had thus brought upon himfelf 
would appear to them the moft lamentable 
circuraflance in Ins misfortune. How did 
it difgrace the memory of the intrepid Duke 

„of Byron, who- had lb often braved death 
in the field, that he wept upon the leaf- 
fold, when he beheld the Bate to which he 

■ was
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•h—hvas fallen, and remembered the favour 
and the glory from which his own rafh- 
nefs had fo unfortunately thrown him.

C H A P .  I I ,

O f the origin of ambition, and o f the 
diftinction of ranks.

IT  is becaufe mankind are difpofed to 
fympathife more entirely with our joy 

than with our forrow, that we make parade 
o f our riches, and conceal our poverty.
Nothing is fo mortifying as to be obliged 
to expofe oui di(fiefs to the view of the pub­
lic, and to (eel, that though our fituation 
is open to the eyes of all mankind, no mor­
tal conceives for us the half of what we 
fuffef. J'lay, it is chiefly from this regard 
to the fentiments of mankind, that we pur- 
fue riches and avoid poverty. For to what 
purpofe is all the toil and buflle o f this 
world ? what is the end of avarice and am­
bition, o f the puifuit of wealth, o f power, 
and preheminence ?  ̂Is it to fupply the ne- 
cefTities o f nature? 1 lie wages of the 
meaneff labourer can fupply them. We 
lee that they afford him food and cloath-

i ng»
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ing, the comfort of a houfe, and of a fa­
mily. I f  we examine his ceconomy with 
rigor, we fhall find that he fpends a great 
part of them upon conveniencies, which 
may be regarded as fuperfluities, and that, 
upon extraordinary occafions, he can give 
fomethirig even to vanity and diftinclion. 
What then is the caufe of our averfion to 
his fituation, and why fliould thofe who 
have been educated in the higheft ranks of 
life, regard it as worfe than death, to be 
reduced to live, even without labour, upon 
the fame fimple fare with him, to dwell 

• under the fame lowly roof, aiid to be cloath- 
ed in the fame humble attire ? Do they ima­
gine that their ftomach is better, or their 
ileep founder in a palace than in a cottage ? 
The contrary has been fo often obferved, 
and, indeed, is fo very obvious, though it 
had never been obferved, that there is no­
body ignorant of it. From whence, then, 
arifes that emulation which urns through 
all the different ranks of men, and what 
are the advantages which we propofe by 
that great purpofe of human life which we 
call bettering our condition? I °  he obferv­
ed, to be attended to, to be taken notice 
of with lympathy, complacency and ap­

probation *
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probation, are all the advantages which we 
' can propoi'e to derive from it. It is the 

vanity, not the eafe, or the pleafure, which 
mterefts us. But vanity is always founded 
upon the belief of our being the objeft o f 
attention and approbation. The rich man 
glories in his riches, becaufe he feels that 
they naturally draw upon him the attention 
o f the world, and that mankind are dif- 
pofed to go along with him in all thofe 
agreeable emotions with which the advan­
tages o f his fituation fo readily infpire him.
A t the thought of this, his heart feems to 
{well and dilate itfelf within him, and he 
is fonder of his wealth, upon this account, 
than for all the other advantages it procures 
him. The poor man, on the contrary, is 
afhamed o f his poverty. He feels that it 
either places him out of the fight of man­
kind, or, that if  they take any notice of 
him, they have, however, fcarce any fel­
low-feeling with the mifery and diftrefs 
which he buffers. He is mortified upon 
both accounts; fo. though to be overlook­
ed, and to be di(approved of, are things 
entirely different, yet a obfeurity covers 
us from the daylight of honour and ap­
probation, to feel that we are taken no 

3 notice
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notice of, neceflarily damps the moft agree­
able hope, and difappoints the moft ardent 
defire, of human nature. The poor man 
goes out and comes in unheeded, and when 
in the midft of a croud is in the fameobfcuri- 
ty as if (hut up in his own hove!. Thole hum­
ble cares and painful attentions which occu­
py thofe in his fituation, afford no amufe- 
ment to the difiipated and the gay. They 
turn away their eyes from him, or if the 
extremity of his diftrefs forces them to look 
at him, it is only to fpurn fb difagreeable 
an objett from among them. The fortu­
nate and the proud wonder at the infolence 
of human wretchednefs, that it fhould dare 
to prefent itfelf before them, and with the 
loathfome afpett of its mifery, prefume to 
difturb the ferenity of their happinefs.
The man of rank and diftinbtion, on the 
contrary, is obferved by all the world.’
Every body is eager to look at him, and to 
conceive, at leaft by fympathy, that joy 
and exultation with which his circum- 
ftances naturally inlpire him. His actions 
are the objects of-the public caie. Scarce 
a word, fcarce a gefture, can fall fiom him 
that is altogether negk&ed. In a great 
affembly he is the perfoft upon whom all

direct:
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' " t - :  direct their eyes; it is upon him that their 
paflions feem all to wait with expectations 
in order to receive that movement and di­
rection which he fhall imprefs upon them; 
and, if  his behaviour is not altogether 
abfurd, he has, every moment, an opportu­
nity o f in torching mankind, and of render­
ing himfelf the object of the obfervation
and fellow-feeling oi every body about him.
It is this, which, notvvithftanding the re- 
ftraint it impofes, notwithftanding the lofs 
o f liberty with which it is attended, renders 
greatnefs the object of envy, and compen- 
lates, in the opinion of mankind., all that 
toil, all that anxiety, all thofe mortifica­
tions whicli muft be undergone in the pur- 
fuit o f i t ; and what is of yet more confe- 
quence, all that leifure, all that eafe, all 
that carelefs fecurity, which are forfeited 
forever by the acquifition.

When we con fid er the condition o f the 
great, in thole delulive colours in which 
the imagination is apt to paint it, it feems 
to be almoll the abftraft idea o f a perfect 
and happy ftate. It is the very ft ate 
whicli, in all our waking dreams and idle 
reveries, we had fleet died out to ourielves 
as the final object ol all our defires. We

feel,
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feel, therefore, a peculiar fympathy with 
the fatisfaclion of thefe who are in it. We 
favour all their inclinations, and forward 
all their willies. What pity, we think, 
that any thing fliould fpoil and corrupt 
fo agreeable a fituation! We could even 
wifh them immortal; and it feems hard to 
11s, that death fliould at laft put an end 
to inch perfect enjoyment. It is cruel, we 
think, in nature, to compel them from 
their exalted flations, to that humble, but 
hofpitable home, which Are has provided 
for all her children. Great King, live for 
ever! is the compliment, which, after the 
manner of eaftern adulation, we fhould 
readily make them, it experience did not 
teach us its abfurdity. Every calamity
that befals them, evci \ injury that is done
them, excites in the bread: ot the fpeclator 
ten times more companion and refentment » 
than he would have ielt, had the fame 
things happened to other men. It is the 
misfortunes of Kings only which afford 
the proper fubjefb for tragedy. They re- 
femble, in this refpc£t, the mislortunes of 
lovers. Thole two lituations are the chief 
which intereft us upon the theatre; be- 
caulb, in fpite of all that reafon and expe-

I fience
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rience can tell us to the contrary, the pre­
judices o f the imagination attach to thefe 
two Hates a happinefs fuperior to any other.
T o  difturb, or to put an end to fuch per­
fect enjoyment, feems to be the moft atro­
cious o f alf injuries. The traitor who 
confpires againix the life o f his monarch, 
is thought a greater monfter than any other 
murderer. All the innocent blood that 
was llied in the civil wars, provoked lefs 
indignation than the death of Charles I.
A  ftrangcr to human nature, who faw 
the indiffetence of men about the mifery 
o f their inferiors, and the regret and in­
dignation which they Teel for the misfor­
tunes and fufferings of thole above them, 
would be apt to imagine, that pain muft 
be more agonizing, and t]ie COnvulfions o f 
death moie ten iole to perfons of high rank, 
than to thole of meaner ftations.

Upon this oifpofition of mankind, to go 
along with all the pailions of the rich and 
the poweiful, is founded the diftindtion 
o f ranks, and the order of fociety. Our 
obfequioufnds to our luperiors more fre­
quency a rife s fioin our admiration for the 
advantages o f tbcii lituuion, than from

any
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any private • expectations of benefits from 
their good-will. Their benefits can extend 
but to a few but their fortunes intereft 
alrnoft every body. We are eager to afllft 
them in compleating a fyftem of happinefs 
that approaches fo near to perfection j and 
we dcfive to ferve them for their own lake, 
without any other recommence but the va­
nity or the honour of obliging them. Nei­
ther is our deference to their inclinations 
founded chiefly, or altogether, upon a re­
gard to the utility of fuch fubmiflion, and 
to the order of fociety, which' is belt: fup- 
ported by it. Even when the order of 

• fociety feems to require that we fliould op- 
pofe them, we can hardly bring ourfelves 
to do it. That kings are the lervants o f 
the people, to be obeyed, refifted, depofed, 
or punilhed, as the public conveniency 
may require, is the doctrine of reafon and 
philofopiiy j but it is not the doctrine of 
nature. Nature would teach us to fub- 
mitto them, for their own fake, to tremble 
and bow down before their exalted itat\on, 
to regard their fmile as a reward fuffieient 
to com pen fate any fervices, and to dread 
their difpleaftire, though no other evil was 
to follow from it, as the fevereft of all 
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■ ^  mortifications. To treat them in any re­
flect as men, to reafon and difpute with 
them upon ordinary occalions, requires 
fuch resolution, that there are few men 
whole magnanimity can fupport them in 
it, unlefs they are likewife a Hi lied by fa­
miliarity and acquaintance. The ftrongeft 
motives, the moil furious paffions, fear, 
hatred and refentment, are fcarce fufficient 
to balance this natural difpolition to re- 
fpebl them : and their condudt mull, ei­
ther juflly or unjuftly, have excited the 
higheft degree cl all thole paffions, before 
the bulk of the people can be brought to 
oppofe them with violence, or to delire to 
fee them either punilhed or depofed. Even 
when the people have been brought this 
length, t uey are apt to relent every mo­
ment, and cnlily relapfe into their habi­
tual irate of deference to thofe whom they 
have been accuftomed to look upon as 
their natural fuperiors. They cannot hand 
the mortification of their monarch. Com­
panion loon takes the place of refentment, 
they forget, all pall provocations, their old 
principles of loyalty revive, and they run 
to rc-eftabHfii < he i tuned authority of their 
old jnafters, with the fame violence with

which
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which they had oppofed it. The death of 
Charles I. brought aboCit the Relhoration of 
the royal family. Companion for James II. 
when he was feized by the populace in mak­
ing his efcape on fhip-board, had almoR 
prevented the revolution, and made it go 
on more heavily than before.

Do the great feem infenfible of the c-afy 
price at which they may acquire the pub­
lic admiration ; or do they feem to imagine 
that to them, as to other men, it mufi be 
the purchafe either of fweat or o f blood ?
By what important accomplifhments is the 
young nobleman inflructed to fupport the 
dignity of his rank, and to render him- 
felf worthy of that fuperiority over his fel­
low citizens, to which the virtue of his 
anceftors had raifed them ? Is it by know­
ledge, by induftry, by patience, by felt- 
denial, or by virtue of any kind ? As all 
his words, as all his motions aie attended 
to, he learns an habitual regard to every 
circumftance o f ordinary behaviour, and 
ftuciies to perform all thofe fmall duties 
with the moft exadt propriety. As he is 
confcious how much he is oblervcd, and 
how much mankind are difpofed to favour 
all his inclinations, lie acts, upon the molt 
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indifferent occafions, with that freedom and 
elevation which, the thought o f this natu­
rally infpir.es. His air, his manner, his de­
portment, ail mark that elegant and grace­
ful feujfe o f his own fuperiority, which thefe 
who are born to inferior ftations can hard­
ly ever arrive a t : thefe are the arts by 
which he propofes to make mankind more 
eafily fubmit to his authority, and to o-q.  
vern their inclinations according to his own
pleafure : and in this he is fddom difap- 
pomted. 1 hefe arts, lupported by rank 
and prehcnlinence, are, upon ordinary oc­
cafions, fiifiicient to govern the world. *
L  wis X IV . duiing the greater nart of his 
reign, was regarded, not only in France,
Ivut over all Europe, as the moft perfect 
morlel ci a great prince. But what were 
the talents and virtues by which he ac­
quired this great reputation ? Was it by 
ihe feiupulous and inflexible juftice of all 
liis undertakings, hy jle jmnlenfe dangers 

i difficulties with which they were at­
tended, or by the unwearied and unre­
lenting application with which he purfued 
<jiemr Was it by Iris extenfive knowledge, 
by his exquifite judgment, or by his be­
rk .c valour ? It was by none o f thefe qua­

lities.
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^ g ^ i e s .  But he was, firft o f all, the m o f t ^  
powerful prince in Europe, and confequent- 
ly held the highefl rank among kin gs; and 
then, fays his hiftorian, ££ he furpafied 
“ all his courtiers in the gracefulnefs of 
“  his fliape, and the majeftic beauty o f 
“  his features. The found of his voice,
“  noble and affecting, gained tliofe hearts 
“  which his prefence intimidated. He had 
“  a ftcp and a deportment which could fuit 
“  only him and Ins rank, and which would 
“  have been ridiculous in any other perfoh.
«« The embaraflment which he occafioned 
« to thofe who fpoke to him, flattered that 
“  fecrct fatisfa&ion with which he felt his 
t« own fuperiority. The old officer, who was
cc confounded and faultered in alking him 
“  a favour, and not being able to conclude 
“  his difeourfe, faid to h im : Sir, your ma~
“  jelly, I hope, will believe that I do not 
“  tremble thus before your enemies: had 
“  no difficulty to obtain what he demand- 
“  ed.”  Thefe frivolous accomplishments,, 
fupported by his rank, and, no doubt too, by 
a degree of other talents and virtues, which 
fiems, however, not to have been much a- 
bove mediocrity, eftablilhed this prince in 
theefteem of his own age, and have drawn,

I 4  even.
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even from pofterity, a good deal of re- 
fpect for his memory. Compared with 
thefe, in his own times, and in his own 
prefence, no other virtue, it f̂ ems, ap­
peared to have any merit. Knowledge, 
induftry, valour and beneficence, trembled, 
were abafhed, and loft all dignity before 
them.

But it is not by accomplifhments of- this 
kind, that the man of inferior rank muft 
hope to diftinguifti himfelf. Politeneis is 
fo much the virtue of the great, that it will 
do little honour to any body but themfelves.
The coxcomb, who imitates their manner, 
and afiedts to be eminent by the fuperior 
propriety of his ordinary behaviour, is re­
warded with a double lhare of contempt 
for his folly and p: efumption. Why fhould 
the man, whom nobody thinks it worth 
while to look at, be very anxious about 
the manner in which he holds up his head, 
or difpofes of his arms while he walks 
through a room: He is occupied furelv 
with a very faperflqous attention, and 
w ith an attention too that marks a fenfc 
of his own importance, which no oth. 
mortal can go along with. The moll per- 
ieC. modefty and plainnefs, joined to as

much
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much negligence as is confident with the 
refpeft due to the company, ought to be 
the chief charatteriftics o f the behaviour 
of a plicate man. I f  ever he hopes to dif- 
tinguifh himfelf, it mud be by more im­
portant virtues. He muft acquire depen­
dants to balance the dependants of the 
great, and he has no other fund to pay 
them from, but the labour of his body, 
and the activity o f his mind. He muft 
cultivate tliefe therefore: he muft acquire 
fuperior knowledge in his profeffion, and 
fuperior induftry in the exercife of it. He 
muft be patient in labour, refolute in dan­
ger, and him in diftjels. Thefe talents 
he muft bring into publick view, by the 
difficulty, importance, and, at the fame 
time, good judgment of his undertakings, 
and by the ieveic and unrelenting applica­
tion with which he purfucs them. Pro­
bity and prudence, generofity and frank- 
nefs, muft characteriic. his behaviour upon 
all ordinary occalionsj and he muft, at 
the fame time, be forward to engage in 
all thofe fituations, in which it requires 
the greateft talents and virtues to aft with 
propriety, but in which the greateft ap- 
plaufe is to be acquired by thofe who can

acquit
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x ^ r^ ^ c q u it  themfelves with honour. W ith 
what impatience does the man o f fpirit 
and ambition, who is deprcffed by his f i x ­
ation, look round for fome great opportu­
nity to diftinguifh himfelf? No circum- 
ftances, which can afford this, appear to 
him undefireable. He even looks forward 
with fatisfadlion to the profpect o f foreign 
war, or civil diffenfion; and, with fecret' 
tranfport and delight, fees through all the 
confufion and blood died which attend them, 
the probability of thofe wifhcd for occa- 
hons prefenting themfelves, in which he 
may draw upon himfelf the attention and 
admiration o f mankind. The man o f rank 
and hi (Unction, on the contrary, whofe 
whole glory con fids in the propriety o f his 
ordinary behaviour, w h o  is contented with 
the humble renown which this can afford 
him, and has no talents to acquire any 
other, is unwilling to embarafs himfelf 
with what can be attended either with dif­
ficulty or diffrefs. To figure at a ball is 
his great triumph, and to fucceed in an 
intrigue of gallantry, his higheft exploit.
He has an averfion to all publick confu- 
fions, not from the love of mankind, for 
the great never look upon their inferiors

as
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w J S g ^ e i r  fellow-creatures; nor yet from  
w ant of courage, for in that he is feldom 
defective; but from a confcioufnefs that he 
polfelfes none of the virtues which are re­
quired in fuch fituations, and that the pub- 
lick attention w ill certainly be drawn away 
from him by others. H e may be w illing 
to expofe himfelf to fome little danger, and 
to make a campaign when it happens to 
be the fafhion. But he fl:udders with

' horror at the thought o f any fituation 
which demands the continual and long 
exertion of patience, induflry, forti­
tude, and application o f thought. Thefe 
virtues are hardly ever to be met with in 
men who are born to thole high ftations.
Tn "11 governments accordingly, even in 
monarchies, the higheft offices are gene­
rally poffeffed, a p i the whole detail o f the 
adminiftration conducted by men v, ho were 
educated in the middle and inferior ranks 
o f life, who have been carried forw ard 
by their own induftry and abilities, tho’ 
loaded with the jealoufy, and oppofed by 
the icfentment o f all thofe who were born 
their fuperiors, and to whom hie gieat, 
after having regarded them hrir with con-
tempt, and afterwards with em y, arc at

laft
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contented to truckle with the fame ab­
ject meannefs with which they defire that 
the reft o f mankind fhould behave to 
themfelves.

It is the lofs o f this eafy empire over the 
affections o f mankind which renders the 
fall from greatnefs fo infupportable. When 
the family o f the King of Macedon was 
led in triumph by Paulus fEmilius, their 
misfortunes, it is laid, made them divide 
with their conqueror the attention o f the 
Rom an people. The fight of the royal 
children, whofe tender age rendered them 
infenfible o f their fituation, ftruck the fpec- 
tators, amid ft the public rejoicings and 
profperity, with the tendered: forrow and 
companion. The King appeared next in 
the proceflion ; and feemed like one con­
founded and aftonilhed, and bereft of all 
fentiment, by the greatnefs o f his cala­
mities* His friends and minifters follow­
ed after him. As they moved along, they 
often caft their eyes upon their fallen fove- 
reign, and always buift into tears at the 
figh t; their whole behaviour detnonftrat- 
ing that they thought not of their own 
misfortunes, but were occupied intirely by 

* the fuperior greatnefs of his. The gene­
rous
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reu s  Romans, on the contrary, beheld him 
with difdain and indignation, and regard­
ed as unworthy of all compaffion the man 
who could be fo mean-fpirited as to bear 
to live under fuch calamities. Yet what 
did thole calamities amount to ? Accord­
ing to the greater part of hiftorians, he 
was to fpend the remainder of his days, 
unaer the protection of a powerful and 
humane people, in a ftate which in itfelf 
fhould feem worthy of .envy, a Rate of 
plenty, cafe, leifure, and fecurity, from 
vv îcli it was impoflible for him 'even by 
his own folly to fall. Hut he was no 
longer to be furrounded by that admiring 
mob of iools, llattexeis, and dependants 
who had formerly been accuftomed to atl 
tend upon all his motions. He was no 
longer to be gazed upon by multitudes, 
nor to have it in his power to render him- 
felf the object of thcii refpcCt, their grati­
tude, their love, thcii admiration, Th<j 
pailions of nations vveie no longer to 
mould themlelves upon his  ̂ inclinations.
This was that inluppoi table calamity 
which bereaved the King of all fentirncntj 
which made his friends forget their own 
misfortunes j and which the Roman mag.

nanimity
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nanimity could fcarce conceive how any 
man could be fo mean-fpirited as to bear^ 
to furvive.

t; Love, fays my Lord Rochefaucault, is 
«  commonly fucceeded by ambition j but 
u ambition is hardly ever fucceeded by 
tc love,” That paffion, when once it has 
got intire polfeliion of the breaft, will ad­
mit neither a rival nor a fticceflor. T o  
thofe who have been accuftomed to the 
poll'd kon, or even, to the hope o f public 
admiration, all other pleafures ficken and 
decay. O f all the difcarded ftatefmen 
who for their own eafe have ftudied to get 
the better o f am ration, and to delpife thofe 
honours which they could no longer arrive 
at, how few have been able to fucceed ?
The greater part have fpent their time in 
tke moft liltiefs and infipid indolence, cha­
grined at the thoughts of their own i n l i -  
nihci ncy, incapable of being interefted in 
the occupations of private life, without en­
joyment except when they talked o f their 
former greatnefs, and without fatisfadion 
except when they were employed in fome 
v; n project to recover it. Are you in 
earnell rcfolved never to barter your liber­
ty for the lordly fervitude of a Court, but

to
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X̂ t a  live free, fearlefs, and independant ?
There feems to be one way to continue in 
that virtuous refolutionj and perhaps but 
one. Never enter the place from whence 
fo few have been able to return; never 
come within the circle of ambition nor 
ever bring yourfelf into comparifon with 
thofe mailers of the earth who have alrea­
dy engroffed the attention of half mankind 
before you.

Of fuch mighty importance does it ap­
pear to be, in the imaginations of men, to 
Hand in that lituation which fets them moll 
in the view of general fympathy and atten­
tion. And thus, place, that great objedl 
which divides tne wives or aldermen, is 
the end of hall the labours o f human 
life ; and is the caufe of all the tumult and 
buftle, all the rapine and injuftice, \vhich 
avarice and ambition have introduced into 
this world. People of fenfe, it is faid, in­
deed defpife place; that is, they defpife 
fitting at the head ot the table, and are in­
different who it is that is pointed out to 
the company by that frivolous circuro- 
fiance, which the fmalleft advantage is ca­
pable of overbalancing* Put 1 anh> diflinc- 
tion, preeminence, no man dcHfcs, unlefs

ailw
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is either raifed very much above, or 
funk very much below, the ordinary ftan- 
dard o f human nature j unlefs he is either 
fo confirmed in wifdom and real philo- 
fophy, as to be fatisfied that, while the 
propriety of his conduct renders him the 
juft object o f approbation, it is o f little 
confequence tho’ he be neither attended to, 
nor approved o f ; or fo habituated to the 
idea o f his own meannefs, fo funk in floth- 
ful and fo'ttifh indifference, as intirely to 
have forgot the defire, and almoft the very 
wifh, for fuperiority.

c h a p . nr.
O f the ftoical philofophy.

WH E N  we examine in this manner 
into the ground o f the different 

degrees of eftimation which mankind are 
apt to beftow upon the different condi­
tions of life, we fhall find, that the excef- 
five preference, which they generally give 
to feme o f them above others, is in a great 
meafure without any foundation. I f  to be 
able to aft with propriety, and to render 
ourfelves the proper objefts of the appro­

bation
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bation of mankind, be, as we have been 
endeavouring to fhow, what chiefly re_ 
commends to us one condition above ano­
ther, this may be equally attained in them 
all. The noblefl: propriety o f conduct 
may be fupported in adverfity, as well as 
in profperity j and tho’ it is fomewhat 
more difficult in the firft, it is upon that 
very account more admirable. Perils and 
misfortunes are not only the proper fchool 
o f heroifm, they are the only proper the­
atre which can exhibit its virtue to advan­
tage, and draw upon it the full applaufe of 
the world. The man, whofe whole life 
has been one even and uninterrupted courf'e 
o f profperity, who never braved any dan­
ger, who never encountered any difficulty, 
who never fur mounted any diftrefs, can 
excite but ail inferior degree o f admira­
tion. When poets and romance-writers 
endeavour to invent a tiain of adventures, 
which (hall give the greateit luffie to thole 
characters for whom they mean to intereft 
us, they are all of a different kind. I hey 
are rapid and fudden changes of i or tune, 
fituations the moit apt to drive thole who 
are in them to frenzy and diffraction, or 
to abjeCt dcfpair ; but in which their he-

K  , roes
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roes adt with fo much propriety, or at leaft 
with To much fpirit and undaunted refo- 
lution, as ftiil to command our efteem. Is ' 
not the unfortunate magnanimity of Cato,
Brutus, and Leonidas, as much the objedt 
o f admiration, as that of the fuccefsful 
Csefar or Alexander? To a generous mind, 
therefore, ought it not to be as much the 
objedt of envy ? If a more dazzling fpien- 
dor feems to attend the fortunes of fuc- 
cefsful conquerors, it is becaufe they join 
togethei the advantages of both fit nations, 
the luftre of profperity to the high admi­
ration which is excited by dangers en­
countered, and difficulties furmounted, with 
intrepidity and valour.

It was upon this account that, accord­
ing to the ftoical philofophy, to a wife 
man all the different conditions of life 
were equal. Nature, they faid, had re­
commended fome objedts to our choice, 
and others to our difapprobation. Our 
primary appetites directed us to the pur- 
fuit o f health, fticngth, cafe, and perfec­
tion, in ah the qualities of mmd and body j 
and oi whatevei could promote or fecurc 
tliefe, riches, power, authority : and the 
lame original principle taught us to avoid 

1 the
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the contrary. But in chufing or rejefHng, 
in preferring or poftponing, thofe firjft 
objects of original appetite and averfion, 
nature had likewife taught ns, that there 
was a certain order, propriety, and grace, 
to be obferved, of infinitely greater confe- 
quence to happinefs and perfection, than 
the attainment of thofe objeCts themfelves.
The objeCts of our primary appetites or 
averfions were to be purfued or avoided, 
chiefly bc^aufe a regard to this grace and 
propriety required fuch conduCt. In di­
recting all our actions according to thefe, 
con fitted the happinefs and glory of hu­
man nature. In departing from thofe 
rules which they piefciibed to us, its great- 
eft wretchednefs and moft compleat de­
pravity. The outward appearance of this 
order and propriety was indeed more ea- 
fily maintained in tome circumftances than 
in others. To a fool, however, to one 
whofe paflions were fubje&ed to no proper 
controul, to aCt with real gi ace and pro­
priety, was equally itnpoflibie in every litu- 
ation. Tho’ the giddy multitude might 
admire him, tho’ his vanity might fome- 
titnes be elated by their ignorant praifes 
into fometbmg that relembled felf-appro- 

K  2 bation,
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' batioii. yet ftill when he turned his view to 1 
what paffed within his own bread, he was 
fecretiy confcious to himfelf o f the abfurd- 
ity and meannefs o f all his motives, and 
inwardly blufhed and trembled at the 
thoughts o f the contempt which he knew 
he deferved, and which mankind would 
certainly beftow upon him if  they faw his 
conduct in the light in which in his own 
heart he was obliged to regard it.- T o  a 
wife man, on the contrary, to one whole 
paffions weie ail brought under perfect 
fubjedtion to are ruling principles o f his 
nature, to reafon and the love o f propri­
ety, to act f°  as to deferve approbation 
was equaljy eafy upon all occafions. W as 
he in profpei ity, he returned thanks to Ju ­
piter for having joined him with circum­
stances which weie eafiiy mattered, and in 
which there was little temptation to do 
wrong- Was ire in adverlity, he equally 
returned thanks to the director o f this 
fpectacle of human life, for having oppo- 
fed to him a vigoious athlete, over whom, 
tho' the connft was likely to be more vio­
lent, the victory was more glorious, and 
equally certain. Can there be any lhame 
in that diftrefs which is brought upon us

without
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without any fault o f our own, and in 
which we behave with perfect propriety ?
There can, therefore, be no evil, but, on 
the contrary, the greateft good and ad­
vantage. A  brave man exults in thofe ’ 
dangers, in which, from no rafhnefs of 
his own, his fortune has involved him.
They afford an opportunity of exercifing 
that heioic intrepidity, whofe exertion 
gives the exalted delight which flows from 
the confcioufnefs offuperior propriety and 
deferved admiration. One who is marter 
o f all his exercifes has no averfion to mea- 
fure his ftrength and aftivity with the 
ftrongeft. And in the fame manner, one 
who is matter of all his paflions, does not 
dread any circumftance in which the fu- 
perintendent of the Univerfe may think 
proper to place him. The bounty o f that 
divine being has provided him with vir­
tues which render him fuperior to every 
fituation. I f  it is pleafure, he has temper­
ance to refrain from i t ; if  it is pain, he has 
conftancy to bear i t ; if  it Js danger or 
death, he has magnanimity and fortitude 
to defpife it. He never complains o f the 
deftiny of providence, nor thinks the uni- 
verfe in cbnfufion when he is out of order

K  3 He
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v-Pte does not look upon himfelf, according 
to what Pelf-love would fuggeft, as a whole* 
feparated and detached from every other 
part of nature, to be taken care of by it- 
felf, and for itfelf. He regards himfelf in 
the light in which he imagines the great 
Genius of human nature, and of the 
world regards him. He enters, i f  I may 
fay fo, into the fentiments of that Divine 
Being, and confident himfelf as an atom, a 
particle, or an immenfe and infinite fyftem, 
which muff, and ought to be difpoied o f 
according to the conveniency of the whole! 
Affured of the w.fdom which direfls all 
the events o f human life, whatever lot he- 
talls him, he accepts it with joy, fatisfied
that, tf he had known all the connexions 

• and dependencies o f , he different f
the umverfe it ts the very lot which he • 
hmifel. would have wiflled f  I f  h ..
life, he is contented to i;ve : and if it js 
death, as nature muft have no further oc- 
cafion for his prefence here, he willingly 
goes where he is appointed. J accept, faid 
a fto.cal philosopher, with e , j and 
fatisfa&on, whatever fortune can ' befal 
me. Riches or poverty, pleafure or pain 
health or fickneis, all is alike: nor would I '

defire
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Xŝ 5̂ 2fTenre that the Gods fliould in any refpeCt 
change my defoliation. I f  I was to afk o f 
them any thing, beyond what their bounty 
has already bellowed, it would be that they 
would inform me beforehand what it was 
their pleafure fliould be done with me, that 
I might of my own accord place myfelf in 
this fituation, and demonftrate the chear- 
fulnefs with which I embraced their allot­
ment. I f  I am going to fail, fays Epicte­
tus, Ichufe the bell fhip, and the belt pi- 
jot, and I wait for the fairefl; weather that 
my ciicumftances and duty will allow. 
Piudence and propriety, the principles 
which the Gods have given me for the di­
rection of my conduct, require this o f mej 
but they require no more : and if, not! 
withftanding, a ftorm arifes, which neither 
the flrength o f the veffel, nor the flcill o f 
the pilot are likely to withftand, I give 
myfelf no trouble about the confequence.
All that I had to do, is done already, The 
directors o f my conduCt never command 
me to be miferable, to be. anxious, defpend- 
ing, or afraid. Whether we are to be 
drowned, or to come to a harbour, is the 
bufinefs of Jupiter, not mine. I leave it 
intirely to his determination, nor ever 
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"" creak my reft with confidering which way 
he is likely to decide it, but receive what­
ever comes with equal indifference and Se­
curity.

Such was the philofophy o f the ftoics.
A  philofophy which affords the nobleft 
leffons of magnanimity, is the beft School 
o f heroes and patriots, and to the greater 
part of whofe precepts there can be no 
other objection, except that honourable 
one, that they teach us to aim at a per­
fection altogether beyond the reach of hu­
man nature. I lhall not at prefent flop to 
examine it. I fiiall only obferve, in con­
firmation of what has formerly been faid, 
that the molt dreadful calamities are not 
always thole which it is molt difficult to 
fupport. It is often more mortifying to 
appear in publick, under fmall difafters, 
than, under great misfortunes. The ftrft 
excite no fympathy ; but the fecond, tho’ 
they nlay excite none that approaches to 
the anguilh o f the fuffcrcr, call forth, 
however, a very lively compaffion. The 
fchtiments o f the fpe&ators are, in this 
la ft cafe, therefore, lefs wide o f thole 
of the fufferer, and their imperfect fel-

low-
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feeling lends him fome aSliftance in 
fupporting his mifery. Before a gay 
aSTembly, a gentleman would be more 
mortified to appear covered with filth 
and rags than with blood and wounds.
This latt fituation would interest their pity; 
the other would provoke their laughter.
The judge who orders a criminal to be fet 
in the pillory, dishonours him more than 
i f  he had condemned him to the fcaffold.
The great prince, who, fome years ago, 
caned a general officer at the head of his 
army, difgraced him irrecoverably. The 
punishment would have been much Ids 
had he Shot him through the body. By 
the laws of honour, to Strike with a cane 
dishonours, to Strike with a fword does 
not, for an obvious rcafoh. Thofe Slighter 
punishments, when inflicted on a gentle­
man, to whom dishonour is the greatest o f 
all evils, come to be regarded among a hu­
mane and generous people, as the moSt 
dreadful oi any* With legald to pcrlbns 
o f that rank, therefore, they are univer­
sally laid aiide, and the law, while it takes 
their life upon many occasions, refpefts 
their honour upon almoit all. T o  Scourge

ap er-
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a perfon o f quality, or to fet him in the 
pillory, upon account of any xrime what­
ever, is a brutality of which no European 
government, except that of Ruffia, is ca­
pable.

A  brave man is not rendered contemp­
tible by being brought to the fcaffold ; he 
is, by being fet in the pillory. His beha­
viour m the one Situation may g'am him 
univerfal efteem and admiration. No be­
haviour in the other can render him agree­
able. The Sympathy of the fpe£tators&fup- 
ports him in the one cafe, and faves him 
from that fhame, that confcioufnefs that 
his mifery is felt by hitnfelf only, which 
is of ad lentiments the moft unfupportable.

_There is no fympathy in the other; or, if  
1  here is any, it is not with his pain, which 
is a trhie, but with his conlcioufnefs o f the 
want of fympathy with which this pain is 
attended. It is with his fhame, not with 
his forrow. Thofe who pity him, blufh 
and hang down their head̂ : for him. He 
droops in the fame manner, and feels 
himfelf irrecoverably degraded by the pu- 
nifhment, though not by the crime. The 
man, on the conti ary, who dies with re-

folu-
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-if^ation, as he is naturally regarded with 
erecT: afped of efteem and approbation, 
fo he wears himfelf the fame undaunted 
countenance $ and, i f  the crime does not 
deprive him of the refped of others, the 
punifhment never will. He has no fufpi- 
cion that his fituation is the object o f con­
tempt or derifion to any body, and he 
can, with propriety, affume the air, not 
only of perfed ferenity, but of triumph 
and exultation.

“  Great dangers, fays the cardinal de 
“  Retz, have their charms, becaufe there 
“  is fome glory to be got, even when we 
“  mifcarry. But moderate dangers have 
,c nothing but what is homblc, became 
<* the lofs of reputation always attends the 
“  want of fuccefs.” His maxim has the 
fame foundation with what we have been 
observing juft now, withregaid topunifh- 
ments.

Human virtue is fupenor to pain, to 
poverty, to danger, and to death; nor 
does it even require its remoteft efforts to 
defpife them. But to have its mifery ex­
po fed to infult and dciifion, to be led in 
triumph, to be fet up for the hand o f fcorn

to
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to point at, is a fituation in which its con- 
ftancy is much more apt to fa il Com­
pared with the contempt of mankind, all > 
other evils are eafily fupported.
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O f the fenfe of merit and demerit.

I N T R O D U C T I O N .

T H E R E  is another fet of qualities 
afcribed to the a&ions and con- 
dua  of mankind, diftinct from 

their propriety or impropiiety, theii de­
cency or ungracefulnefs, and which are 
the objects of a diftinft fpecies of approba­
tion and difapprobation. Thefe are me­
rit and demerit, the qualities of deferving 
reward, and of deferving pumfhment.

It has already been obferved, that the 
fentiment or affection of the heart, from 
which any a£tion proceeds, and upon which 
its whole virtue or vice depends, may be

con-
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confidered under two different afpedis, or 
in two different relations: Firft, in re­
lation to the caufe or object which ex­
cites i t ; and, fecondiy, in relation to the 
end which it propofes, or to the effect 
which it tends to produce: that upon 
the fuitablenefs or unfuitablenefs, upon 
the proportion or difproportion, which the 
affection teems to bear to the caufe or ob­
ject which excites it, depends the proprie­
ty or impropriety, the decency or ungtace- 
fulnefs of the confequent action ; and that 
upon the beneficial or hurtful effects which 
the affection propofes or tends to produce, 
depends the merit or demerit, the good 
or ill deleft o f the action to which it gives 
occafion. Wherein confifts our fenfe of 
the propriety or impropriety of actions, has 
been explained in the former part o f this 
difeourfe. We come now to confider, where­
in confifts that of their good or ill de- 
fert.

C I I A P;
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That whatever appears to be the proper 
object o f gratitude, appears to deferve 
reward j anti that, in the fame manner, 
whatever appears to be the proper ob­
ject of refentment, appears to deferve 
punifhmeht.

T O ns, therefore, that action muft 
appear to deferve reward, whicli ap­

pears to be the proper and approved ob­
ject of that fentiment, which moft imme­
diately and directly prompts us to reward, 
or to do good to another. And in the 
fame manner, that action muft appear to 
deferve punifhment, which appears to be 
the proper and approved object o f that 
fentiment which moft immediately and 
direaiy prompts us to pumfh, or to in flia  
evil upon another.

The fentiment which moft immediate­
ly and direaiy prompts us to reward, is 
gratitude that which moft immediately 
and directly prompts us to punilh, is re­
fentment.

To



.^ ^ T ^ T o  us, therefore, that action muft ap­
pear to deferve reward, which appears to 
be the proper and approved object of gra­
titude } as, on the other hand, that action 
muft appear to deferve punifhment, which 
appears to be the proper and approved ob­
ject o f refentment.

T o  reward, is to recompenfe, to remu­
nerate, to return good for good received.
T o  punifh, too, is to recompenfe, to re­
munerate, though in a different manner; 
it is to return evil for evil that has been 
done.

There are fome other paffions, befides 
gratitude and refentment, which intereft 
us in the happinefs or mifery of others ; 
but there are none which fo* directly ex­
cite us to be the inftruments o f either.
The love and efteem which grow upon 
acquaintance and habitual approbation, 
neceffarily iead us to be pleafed with the 
good fortune of the man who is the ob­
ject of fuch agreeable emotions, and con- 
fequently, to be willing to lend a hand to 
promote it. Our love, however, is fully 
fatisfied, though his good fortune fliould 
be brought about without our afliftance^
A ll that this paffion defires is to fee him

happy,
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happy, without regarding who was the 
author of his profperity. But gratitude is 
not to be fatisfied in this manner. If the 
perfon to v/liom we owe many obliga­
tions, is made happy without our aliilb- 
ance, though it pleafes our love, it does 
not content our gratitude. Till we have 
recompenfed him, till we ourfelves have 
been inftrumental in promoting his hap- 
pinefs, we feel ourfelves (till loaded with 
that debt which his pall fervices have laid 
upon us.

The hatred and diflike, in the fame 
manner, which grow upon habitual dif- ' 
approbation, would often lead us to take 
a malicious pleafure in the misfortune 
of the man whole conduct and character 
excite fo painful a paffion. But though 
diflike and hatred harden us againft all 
fympathy, and fometimes dilpofe us even 
to rejoice at the diftrefs of another, yet, 
if there is no refentment in the cafe, if  
neither we nor our friends have received 
any great perfonal provocation, tbefe 
paftior.s would not naturally lead us to 
wifh to be inftrumental in bringing it 
about, Though we could fear no punilh- 
jnent in conference of our having had 

L fome
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fome hand in it, we would rather that it 
fhould happen by other means. T o  one 
under the dominion of violent hatred it 
would be agreeable, perhaps, to hear, that 
the perfon whom he abhorred and detefted 
was killed by fome accident. But if  he had 
the lead fpark of juft ice, which, tho’ this 
paflion is not very favourable to virtue, he 
might ffcill have, it would hurt him excef- 
fively to have been himfelf, even without 
defign, the occafion of this misfortune. 
Much more would the very thought of vo­
luntarily contributing to it lliock him be­
yond nil mealure. He would reject with 
horror even the imagination of fo execra­
ble a defign j and if he could imagine him­
felf capable of luch an enormity, he would 
begin to regard himfelf in the fame odious 
light in which he had confidered the per­
fon who was the objedf'of his difiike. But 
it is quite otherwise with refentment: i f  
the perfon who nad done us fome great in­
jury, who had murdered our father or our 
brother, for example, fhould loon after­
wards die o f a fever, or even be brought to 
the fcaftold upon account of fome other 
crime, tho’ it might footh our hatred, it 
wot id not fully gratify our refentment.

Refent-
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only that he fhould be puni/hcd, but that 
he fhould he punifhed by our means, and 
upon account o f that particular injury 
Wine!) he had done to us. Refentment can 
not be fully gratified, unlefs the offender is 
not only made to grieve in his turn, but to 
grieve for that particular wrong which we 
have filtered from him. He muff be made 
to repent and be forry for this very action 
that others, thro fear o f the lilce puniflil * 
ment, may be terrified from being guilty 
of the Wee offence. The natural J at i /  
cat.cn o f tins paffion tends, o f i t  *  
cord to produce all the political ends o f  
pumlhment; the correction o f the criml 
nal, and the example to the public '

Gratitude and refentment, therefore are 
the fentiments which m oll f
and direflly prompt to reward an d 'to p u - 
ndh. Fo us, theiefore, he mnfl- o
deferve reward, who appears to b i the p, o ° 
per and approved objaft o f  gratitude; and' 
he to delerve pumlhment, who appears to 
be that or refentment.

L  2 C H A P .
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C H A P .  %

Of the proper objedts of gratitude and 
refentment.

T O be the proper and approved objedt 
either of gratitude or refentment, 

can mean nothing but to be the objea of 
that gratitude, and of that refentment, 
which naturally fee ms'proper, and is ap­
proved of.

But thefe, as well as all the other paf- 
fions of human nature, feem proper and 
are approved of, when the heart of every 
impartial fpedlator intirely fympathiles with 
them, when every indifferent by-ftander in­
tirely enters into, and goes along with 
them.

He, therefore, appears to deferve reward, 
who, to fome perfon or perfons, is the na­
tural objedl of a grati ude which every hu­
man heart is d'.fpoledto beat time to, and 
thereby applaud: and lie, on the other 
hand, appears to deferve pun: foment, who 
in the fame manner is to fome perfon or 
perfons the natural object of a refentment 
which the brcaft of every rcafonable man

|(*f) ,



|% 5% eady to adopt and fympathife with.
T o  us, furely, that aCtion muft appear to 
deferve reward, which every body who 
knows of it would with to reward, and 
therefore delights to fee rewarded : and that 
action muft as furely appear to deferve pu- 
niftiinent, which every body who hears of 
it is angry with, and upon that account re­
joices to fee punifhed.

1. As we lympathize with the joy o f 
our companions when in profperity, fo we 
join with them in the complacency and far 
tisfaction with which they naturally regard' 
whatever is the caufe of their good for­
tune. VVre enter into the love and affec­
tion which they conceive for it, and begin 
to love it too. 'We fhould be forry for 
their fakes it it »\as deftroyed, or even i f  
it was placed at too great a diftance from 
them, and out of the reach of their care 
and protection, tho’ they lhould lofe no­
thing by its ablence except the pleafure of 
feeing it. I f it is man who lias thus been 
the fortunate mftrumentof the happinefs o f 
his biethun, this is ffill more peculiarly the 
cafe. When we fee one man ahifted, pro­
tected, relieved by another, our fympathy 
with the joy of the perfbn who receives the

L  3  benefit
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v<; • benefit ferves only to animate our fellow- 

feeling with his gratitude towards him who 
bellows it. When we look upon the per- 
fon who is the caufe of his pleafure wdth 
the, eyes with which we imagine he mull 
look upon him, his benefactor feems to 
Hand before us in the moll engaging and 
amiable light. We readily therefore fym- 
pathize with the grateful affection which 
he conceives for a perfon to whom he has 
been fo much obliged- and confequently 
applaud the leturns winch he is dilpoletl 
zo make iOi the good offices conferred up­
on him. As we intirely enter into the af­
fection from which thefe returns proceed, 
they neceflanly feem everyway proper and 
fuitable to their object.

2. In the fame manner, as we fympa- 
thize w ith the forrow of our fellow-creature 
whenever we fee his diftrels, fo we like- 
wde entci in.o iiis abnorrence and aver- 
lion ror whatever has given occalion to it.
Our heait, .is it adopts and beats time to 
hi., grier, fo is it like wife animated with 
that Ip'u it by which he endeavours to 
drive away or deflroy the caufe o f it. The 

i indolent 2nd jpciifivL fellow*-feeding
which we accompany him in his fufferings,

readily
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'Kyjy x*crtcilly gives way to that moie zigcious 
and active fentiment by which we go along 
with him in the effort he maices, eithei to 
repel them, or to gratify his averfion to 
what has given occafion to them. I ins is 
ftill more peculiarly the cafe, when it is 
man who has earned them. When we fee 
one man oppreffed or injured by another, 
the fympathy which we feel with the dif- 
trels of the luffcrer feems to ferve only to 
animate our fellow-feeling with his re fen t- 
nent againft the offender. We are rejoic­

ed to fee him attack his adveifary in his 
turn, and are eager and ready to allilf him 
whenever he exerts himfelf for defence, or 
even for vengeance within a certain degree.
I f  the injured fhould perifh in the quarrel* 
we not only fympathize with the real re- 
fentment of his friends and relations, but 
with the imaginary refentment which in 
fancy we lend to the dead, who is no long­
er capable of feeling that or any other hu­
man fentiment. But as we put otirfelves 
in nis fituation, as we enter, as it were, 
into his body, and in our imaginations, 
in fome meafure,, animate anew the de­
formed and mangled carcale of the llain, 
when we bring home in this manner his 

L  4  cafe
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cafe to our own bofoms, we feel upon this* 
as upon many other occafions, an emotion 
which the perfon principally concerned is 
incapable of feeling, and which yet we feel 
by an illufive fympathy with him. The 
fympathetic tears which we fired for that 
immenfe and irretrievable lofs, which in 
our fancy he appears to have fuftained, 
feem to be but a fmali part of the duty 
which we owe him. The injury which 
he has buffered demands, we t hink, a prin­
cipal part of our attention. We fed that 
referttment which we imagine he ought to 
feel, and which he would feel, i f  in his cold 
and lifelefs body there remained any confci- 
oufnefs of what paiics upon earth. His blood, 
we think, calls aloud for vengeance. The ve­
ry afhes of the dead feetn to be difturbed at 
the thought that his injuries are to pafs unre­
venged. i  he horrors which are fuppofed 
to haunt the bed of the murderer, the 
ghofts which, hipei ft;tion imagines, rife 
from their graves to demand vengeance up­
on thofe who brought them to an untimely 
end, all take their origin from this natu­
ral fympathy with the imaginary refent- 
ment o f the flain. And with regard, at 
Jeaft, to this molt dreadful of all crimes,

nature*
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nature, antecedent to all reflexions upon 
tlie utility o f puniflunent, has in tliis man- 
ner ltamped upon the human heart, in the 
flxongefl: and mod indelible characters, an 
immediate and inftindtive approbation o f 
the facred and ncceflary law o f retaliation*

C H A P .  III.

That wheie theie is no approbation o f  the 
condua o f the perfon who confers the 
benefit, there is little fympathy with the 
gratitude o f han who receives it • and 
that, on the contrary, where there is no 
difapprobation of the motives o f the per­
fon who does the mifchief, there is nofort of fympathy With the refentment o f
him who iuflers it.

|  T  is to b e o b f rvcd, however, that, how 
1  beneficial foever on the one hand, or 
how hurtful foever on the other, the affirms 
or intentions o f the perfon who afts may 
have been to the perfon who ,s. i f  t '
fay ,o, afied upon, yet i f  in the one cafe 
‘ here appears to have been no propriety in 
the motives o f the agent, i f  we a  uiot'u 
ter into the affeflions which influence!

his

f t r
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liis conduct, we have little fympathy with 
the gratitude c f  the perfon who receives 
the benefit: or if, in the other cafe, there 
appears to have been no impropriety in the 
motives of the agent, if, on the contrary, 
the affections which influenced his con­
duct are fuch as we muft neceflarily enter 
into, we can have no fort of fympathy with 
the refentment ot the perfon who fuffers.
Little, gratitude feems due in the one cafe, 
and all fort of refentment feems tinjufl in 
the other. The one action feems to merit 
little reward, the other to deferve no pu- 
iufhment.

i .  Firft, 1 fay, That wherever we cannot 
fvmpathize v ith the affeCtions of the agent, 
wherever there feems to be no propriety in 
the motives which influenced his conduct, 
we are Jefs difpofed to enter into the gra­
titude o f the p a  fon w ho received the bene­
fit of his actions. A very fmall return 
feems due to that foolifh and profufe ge- 
nerofity which confers the greateft benefits 
from the mold trivial motives, and gives an 
eft; te to a man merely became his name 
and firname happen to be the fame with 
thofe of the giver. Such fervices do not 
j'erm to demand any proportionable recom­

pense.
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x !̂! -^^nfe. Our contempt for the folly of the 

agent hinders us from thoroughly entering 
into the gratitude of the perfon to whom 
the .rood office has been done. His bene­
factor feems unworthy of it. As when we 
place ourfelves in the fituation of the perfon 
obliged, we feel that we could conceive no 
great reverence for fuch a benefactor, we ea- 
fily abfolve him from a great deal of that 
fubmilfive vcneiation and effeem which we 
fliould think due to a more refpectable cha­
racter; and provided he always treats his 
weak friend wtth kindnefs and humanity
w  are wllll!f  to c,xcu*  him from many 
attentions and regards which we flrould de
mend to a worthier patron. Thole Princes" 
who have heaped, with the greateil p iofu- 
fion, wealth, power, and honours, onon 
tneir tavountes, have leldom excited th y  
degree of attachment to their perfons wh ch 
has often been experienced by thole who 
were more frugal of their favours The 
wel -natural, but injudicious prodigality 
cl James the Fu ll of Great Britain foems 
,o have attached no body to his perfon, and 
Aat Prmce, notwiUtftanding his focialand 
harnuns djfpofitton, appears to have lived 
^nd died without a friend. The whole gentry

and
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and nobility of England expofed their lives 
and fortunes in the caufe of his more fru­
gal and diftinguilhing fon, notwithfland- 
ing the coldnefs and diftant feverity of his 
ordinary deportment.

2. Secondly, I fay, That wherever the 
conduct of the agent appears ro have been 
intirely directed by motives and affections 
which we thoroughly enter into and ap­
prove of, we can have no fort of fympathy 
■ with the refentmeht of the fufferer, how 
great foevet the mifchkf which may have 
been done to him. When two people 
quarrel, i f  vve take part with, and intirely 
adopt the refentment of one of them, it is 
impoffible that we fhould enter into that of 
the other. Our fympathy with the perfon 
whofe motives we go along with, and whom 
therefore we look upon as in the right, can­
not but harden us againft all fellow-feeling 
with the other, whom we neceffarily re­
gard as in the wrong. Whatever this laff, 
therefore, may have fullered, while it is no 
more than what we ourfelves fhould have 
vvifhed him to fuffer, while it is no more 
than what our own fympathetic indigna­
tion would have prompted us to inflift 
upon him, it cannot cither difpleafe or pro­

voke
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vok - us. When an inhuman murderer is 
brought to the fcaffold, tho’ vve have home 
compaffion for his mifery, we can have no 
fort of fellow-feeling with his refentments 
if  he fliould be fo abfurd as to exprefs anv 
againft either his profecutor or his judge.
The natural tendency of their juft indig­
nation againft fo vile a criminal is indeed 
the moft fatal and ruinous to him. But it 
is impofhble that v ’ ' ftiould be difpleafed 
with the tendency 01 a fentimer.t, which, 
when vve bring the cafe home to ourfelves, 
we feci that vve cannot avoid adopting.

C H A P ,  i v .

Recapitulation of the foregoing chapters.

r - W E d°  not» .therefore, thoroughly 
V  V  and heartily fympathize with the 

gratitude of one man towards another, 
merely becaufe this other has been the 
caufc ol his good fortune, unlefs he has 
been the caufe of it from motives which we 
intirely go along with. Our heart muft 
adopt rite principles o f the agent, and go 
along with all the affections which influ­
enced his conduct, before it can intirely

fympathize
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lympathize with, and beat time to, the gra-> 
titude of theperfon who has been benefited 
by his actions, i f  in the conduct of the 
benefadfor there appears to have been no 
propriety, how beneficial foever its effedts, 
it does not l'eem to demand, or necelfarily 
to require; any proportionable recom- 
pence.

But when to the beneficent tendency of 
the action is joined the propriety of the 
affection from which it proceeds, when we 
intirely fympathize and go along with the 
motives of the agent, the love which we 
conceive for him upon his own account 
enhances and enlivens our fellow-feeling 
witli the gratitude of thofe who owe their 
prosperity to his good conduct. His ac­
tions feem then to demand, and, if  I may 
fay fo, to call aloud for a proportionable 
recompcnfe. We then intirely enter into 
that gratitude winch prompts to bellow it.
The benefactor feems then *o be the proper 
object of reward, when we thus intirely 
f/mpatliize with, and approve of, that fen- 
timent which prompts to reward him. 
When we approve of, and go along with, 
the affection from which the addon pro­
ceeds, we mutt necefiarily approve of the

action, I
I Ij



wvSeM«n, and regard the perfon towards 
whom it is directed as its proper and fuit - 
able object.

2. In the fame manner, we cannot at all 
fympathize with the refentment of one man 
again ft another, merely becaufe this other • 
has been the caufe of his misfortune, un- 
lefs he has been the caufe of it from mo­
tives which we cannot enter into. Before 
we can adopt the refentment of the fufferer, 
we muff disapprove of the motives of the 
agent, and feel that our heart renounces all 
lympathy with the affections which influ­
enced his conduct. If there appears to 
have been no impropriety in thefe, how fa­
tal fqever the tendency of the action which 
proceeds from them to thofc againfl: whom 
it is directed, it does not feem to deferve 
any pumfhment, or to be the proper object 
of any refentment. * ' '

But when to the hunfulnef,of the aftio.t
is i°‘,iL'a tlic )mPl'°priety of the affection 
from whence it p r o v e d „ l u m  our heart 
rejeils with abhorrence all fellow-fcelin - 
with the motives of the agent, we then 
hcaituy and iiitirelj fym|.athize with the 
refentment of the fuficrcr. Such actions 
feem then to eleferve, and, if I may fay fo,

7 to
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^  ^to call aloud for, a proportionable punifli- 
m ent; and we intirely enter into, and there­
by approve of, that refentment which 
prompts to inflict it. The offender necef- 
farily feems then to be the proper object of 
punifhment, when we thus intirely fympa- 
thize with, and thereby approve of, that 
fentiment which prompts to punifli. In 
this cafe too, when we approve, and go 
along with, the affection from which the 
action proceeds, we muff: n» ceffariiy ap­
prove of the action, and regard the perfon 
againft whom it is directed, as its proper 
andfuitable object.

C H A P .  V.

The analyfis of  the fenfe of merit and de­
merit.

A s 0111 T^^efore,. of the pro- 
prietyof conduct arifes from what 

I (hall call a direct fympathy with the affec ­
tions and motives of the perfon who acts, fo 
our fenfe of its merit arifes from what I lhall 
call an indirect fympathy with the grati­
tude of the perfon who is, if I ma) fay fo, 
acted upon.

As

\ *i O 'i



x^rt?2>' As we cannot indeed enter thoroughly 
into the gratitude of the perfon tvho re­
ceives the benefit, unlef's we beforehand 
approve of the motives of the benefaoloj, 
lb, upon this account, the fcnfe of merit 
feems to he a compounded fentiment, and 
to be made up o f two diftin£t emotions ; a 
direct iympathy with the fentiments of' 
the agent, and an indirect fympathy with 
the gratitude of thofe who receive the bene­
fit of bis attions.

We may, upon many different occa- 
fions, plainly diftinguifii thofe two difici- 
ent emotions combining and uniting toge­
ther in our fenfe of the good udeit of a 
particular character or attion. When we 
read in hiitory concerning adtions of pio- 
per and beneficent greatneis of mind, how 
eagerly do we enter into fueh defigns r How 
much are we animated by that high-fpi- 
lited generofity which directs them ? How 
been are we for their \uccefs? 1 low grieved at 
their disappointment ? In imagination we 
become the very perfon whole actions are 
represented to us : w. tranfport onrfelves 
infancy to the feenes o f theft dillant and 
forgotten adventures, and imagine our- 
felves acting tbr par of a Sciplo or a Ca- 

M millus,
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. minus, a Timoleon or an Ariftides. So 
far our fentiments are founded upon the 
direct fympathy with the perfon who a'crf. 
iMor is the indirect fympathy with thole 
who receive the benefit of fuch aclions lefs 
fenfibly felt. Whenever we place ourfelves 
in the fituation of thefe laft, with what 
warm and affectionate fellow-feeling do we 
enter into their gratitude towards thofe 
who ferved them fo effentially ? We em­
brace, as it were, their benefactor along 
with them. Our heart readily lympathi- 
Zes with the higheft transports of their 

' grateful affection. No honours, no re­
wards, we think, can be too great for them 
to bellow upon him. When they make 
this proper return for his fervices, we 
heartily applaud and go along with them >
but are fhocked beyond all meafure, if ’ y 
their conduct they appear to have little 
fenfe of the obligations conferred upon 
them. Our whole fenfe, in fhort, of the 
merit and good deleft of fuch actions, of 
the propriety and iitnefs of recompenfing 
them, and making the perfon who per- , 
formed them rejoice in hi turn, arifes 
from the iympathetic emotions of grati­
tude and love, with which, when we bring

home
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home to our own breads the fit nation of 
thofe principally concerned, we feel our- 
fclves naturally tranfported towards the 
man who could act with fuch proper and 
noble beneficence.

2„ In the fame manner as our fenfe of 
the impropriety of conduct arifes from a 
want of fympathy, or from a direct anti­
pathy to the affections and motives of the 
agent, fb our fenfe of its demerit arifes fiom 
what I Shall here too call an indirect fym­
pathy with the refentment of the fufferer.

As we cannot indeed enter into the 
refentment o f the fufferer, unlefs our 
heart before-hand disapproves the motives 
o f the agent, and renounces all fellow- 
feeling with them; fo upon this account the 
fenfe of demerit, as well as that of merit, 
ferns to be a compounded fentiment, and 
to be made up of two diffinct emotions; 
a direct antipathy to the fentiments of the 
agent, and an indirect fympathy with the 
refentment of the fufferer.

We may here too, upon many different 
occahons, plainly diftinguilh thofe two 
diffe rent emotions combining and uniting 
together in our fenfe o f the ill defeat of a 
particular character or action. When we

M  2 read
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id in hiftory concerning the perfidy and 
cruelty of a Borgia or a Nero, our heart 
rifes up againft the deteftable fentiments 
which influenced their conduct, and re­
nounces with horror and abomination all 
fellow-feeling with fuch execrable motives.
So far our fentiments are founded upon 
the direct antipathy to the affections of 
the agent: and the indirect fympathy with 
the refentment of the fufferers is {till more 
fenfibly felt. When we bring home to 
ourfelves the fituation o f the perfons whom 
thofe fcourges of mankind infulted, mur­
dered, or betrayed, what indignation do 
we not feel againft fuch infolent and inhu­
man oppreffo’ s of the earth? Our fym­
pathy with the unavoidable diftreis of the 
innocent fufferers is not more real nor 
more lively, tnan our fellow-feeling with 
their juft and natural refentment. The 
former fentiment only heightens the latter, 
and the idea of their diftrefs ferves only to 
inflame and blow up our animofity againft 
thofe who occafioaed it. When we think 
o f the anguifh o f the fufferers, we take 
pa t with them more earnsftly againft their 
oppreflbrs we enter with more eagernefs 
into all their fchcmes of vengeance, and

fed
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 ̂ feet Qurfelves every moment wreaking, in 
imagination, upon iuch violators o the 
laws of fociety, that punifhmcnt which 
our fympathetic indignation tells us is due 
to their crimes. Our fenfe oi the horror 
and dreadful atrocity of fuch conduct, the 
delight which We take in hearing that it 
was properly punilhed, the indignation 
which we feel when it efcapes this due re­
taliation. our whole fenfe and feeling, in 
fhort, of its ill defert, of the propriety and 
fitnefs of inflicting evil upon the perfon 
who is guilty of it, and of making him 
grieve in his turn, arifes from the lympa- 
thetic indignation which naturally boils up 
in the bread of the fpeftator, whenever he 
thoroughly brings home to uimlclt the calc 
of the fufferer *«

* T o  aferihe in this manner our natural fenfe of the 
ill defert of human aflions ro a fympathy with, the re­
fitm e n t of the fufferer, may feem, to the greater part 
of people, to be a degradation oi that fentmient. J i e -  
fomment is commonly regarded as lo odious a pamon,. 
that they will he apt to think it impnfliUethat <o laudable 
a principle, as the fenfe of the ill defert of vice, fhmilJ 
in any refpedt he founded upon it. They will be 
more wdling, jx rhaps, to admit that our te.de t ic 
merit c.i good actions is founded upon a lynflpathy wit.. 
the gratitude of the perfons who rceei /c the cru < of 
them , becaufe gratitude, as well at all the othci hene- 
Vi' ri‘ pailions, is regarded as an amial-ic principle,,

M 3  which
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x ^ .^ jfo b 'a h  can take nothing from the worth of whatever is
founded upon it. Gratitude and refentrnent, however, 
are in every refpeft, it is evident, counterparts of one 
another; and If our fenfe of merit arifes from a fympa- 
thy with the one, our fenfe of demerit can fcarce mils 
to proceed from a fellow-feeling with the other.

Let it be confidered too that refentrnent, tho’, in the 
degrees in which w too often fee it, the moft odious, 
perhaps, of all the paflions, is not disapproved of when 
properly humbled and intirely brought down to the le­
vel of the fympathetic indignation of the fpeclator.
V 7he.n we, who are the byftanders, feel that our own 
animofit; intirely correfponds with that of the fufferer, 
when the refentrnent of this laft does not in any refpect 
no beyond our own, when no word, no gefture, efcapes 
him that denotes an emotion more violent dian what 
we can keep time to, and when he never aims at infdft- 
irig ar. / punifhment beyond what we fiiould rejoice to 
f  e inflidled, or what we ourfelves would upon his ac- 
S un: even defire to be the inftruments of inflicting, it 
is inv oflible, that we Aould not intirely approve of his 
r, .j-iments. Our own emotion in this cafe muft, in our 
r  (Vi ndoihtedlyjuftify his. And as expcrienc teach- 
V. us how much the greater part of mankind are inca- 
’Vbie of his moderation, how great on effort rnuft 
li - made in order to bring down the rude and undifei- 

Jmpulfe of refentrnent to ih i s fuitable temper, wc 
c ,nnot av( id conceiving a confiderable deg.ee < f efteem 
;Vd admiration for one who appears capable of exerting 

, i v; (i felf-ccmmand over one ot the moft govern- 
, i.je .,a/g!tns of his nature. When indeed the animofity 
r f the fufferer exceeds, as it a!moll always does, what 
,V V n '.-ci along with, as we cannot enter into it, we 
V cciiarilv difapnrove of it, W c even iifapprove of it 
‘ 7. we Ihould of an equal excefs of airneft any 
othl r’oaflion derived from the imagination. And this 
f.-V violent re'entment, inftend of carrying us along 
. . ... „es itfelf the o'deft of our refentrnent
rind indignation. W e enter into the opp.nfite refent- 

oi 'the r -rlcn who is the object of this unjuft emo- 
. . " tionj
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tion, and who is in danger of fullering from it. Re­
venge, therefore, the excefs of refentment, appears to be 
the moff deteftable of all the paffions, and is the objeft 
of the horror and indignation of every bodv. And as 
m the way in which this paffion commonly difeovers it- 
felf among mankind, it is exceffivc a hundred times for 
once that it is moderate, we are very apt to confider it 
as a together odious and detcftable, becaufe in its moll 
ordinary appearances it is fo. Nature, however, even 
in the present depraved ftate of mankind, does not feem 
to have dealt fo unkindly with us, as to have endowed 
us with any principle which is wholly and in every re- 
fpe£t evil, or which, in no degree and in no direction, 
can he the proper objedt of pfaife and approbation.
Upon fome occafions we are fenfible that this paffion, 
which is generally too flrong, may likewife be too 
tveak. \ \  e fometimes complain that a particular perfon 
/hows too little fpirit, and has too little fenfe of the in­
juries that have been done to him ; and we are as ready 
to defpife him for the defc£t, as to hate him for the ex­
cefs of this paffion.

( he infp:red writers would not furely have talked fo 
frequently or fo ftrongly of the wrath and anger of 
God, if they had regarded every degree of thofe pafsions 
as vicious and evil, even in fo weak and imperfect a 
creature as man.

Let it be conftdered too, that the prefent inquiry is 
not concerning a matter of right, if I may fay fo, but 
concerning a matter of fa<St, VVe are not at prefent ex­
amining upon whar principles a perfect being would ap­
prove of the punilhment of bad actions; but upon 
what principles fo weak and imperfectcreature as man 
adUially and in fa£t approves of it. The principles 
which! have juft how mentioned., it is evident, have i 
veiy g.eat eheft upon his fentiments; od it feems 
Wifely ordered tli.it it fhould he fo. The very existence 
i<- foeicty requires that unmerited end unprovoked nta- 
iice fhould be icflraincd by proper puniiumente ; and 
confequently, that to inflict thole punifhments fhould 
f-c regarded as a proper and laudable a£Uon, Though

M 4 man,.
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m m , therefore, be naturally endowed with a defire of 
the welfare and prefervation of fociety, yet the author 
of nature has net intruded it to his reafon to find out 
that a certain application of punifhments is the proper 
means of attaining this end ; but has endowed hint 
with an immediate and inftindive approbation of that 
very application which is moft proper to attain it. The 
oeconomy of -nature is in this rcfpedl exactly of a piece 
with what it is upon many other occafions. With re­
gard to all thole ends which, upon account of their pe­
culiar importance, may be regarded, if fuch an expref- 
fion is allowable, as the favourite ends of nature, fhe 
lias conftantly in this manner not only endowed man* 
kind with an appetite for the end which fhe propofe , 
but like wife with an appetite for die means by which 
alone this end can be brought about, for their own 
fakes, and independent of their tendency to produce it.
Thus felf-prdervation, and the propagation of the fpe- 
cies, are the great ends which nature feems to have pro.- 
pofed in the formation of all animals. Mankind arc 
endowed with a defire of thofc ends, and an averfion to 
the contrary; wiih a love of life, and a dread of diffo- 
lution ; with a defire of the continuance and perpetuity 
of the fpecies, and with an averfion to the thoughts of 
i t . intire extinction. But tho’ we are in this manner 
endowed with a very ftrong defire of thofe ends, it has 
not been intruded to the flow and uncertain determina­
tions of our reafon, to mid out the proper means of 
bringing them about. Nature has directed us to the 
greater part of theft- by origin :! and immediate indinfts. 
Ifungor, third, the paffion which unite, the two fixes, 
tlic love of pleasure, and the dread of pain, prompt us 
to apply thofe means for their own fakes, and without 
any < onfideration of their tendency to thofe beliefs ent 
e ids which the gre^t direfo. of nature intended to 
produce by them.

Before I conclude this note, 1 rnuft take notice of a 
differ; ice between the approbation of propriety and that 
of merit or t ncncenOf, Before we • oprove of the 
. ntiqwnts of any perfoji as proper an j  fiutabie to. their

pbjgsjils*
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cftjedls, wc muft not only be affected in the fame man­
ner as he is, but wc muft perceive this harmony and 
correfpondence of fentiments between him and our- 
fclves. Thus, tho’ upon hearing of a misfortune that 
ha:' befallen my friend, I fhould conceive precifely that 
degree of concern which he gives way to ; yet till I am 
informed of the manner in which he behaves, till I per­
ceive the harmony between his emotions and mine, I  
cannot be faid to approve of the fentiments which in­
fluence his behaviour. The approbation of propriety 
therefore require-', not only that we fhould intirely fym- 
patlrze with the perfon who acts, but that we fhould 
perceive this perfect concord between us fent.ments and 
ocr own. On the contrary, when I hear of a benefit 
that has been bellowed upon another perfon, let him 
who has received it be affected in what manner he 
plcafes, if, by bringing his cafe home to nriyfelf, I fed. 
gratitude arife in my own bread, I neceffarily approve 
of the conduct of his benefactor, and regard it as me­
ritorious, and the proper object of reward. Whether 
the perfon who has received the benefit conceives gratis 
tude or not, cannot, it is evident, in any degree alter 
our fentiments v/ith regard to the merit of him who ha* 
beftowed it. No actual correfpondence of fentiments, 
therefore, is here required. It is fufficient that, if tie 
was grateful, they would corrcfpond ; and our lenfe of 
men, is often founded upon one of thole illufivefyinpa- 
thies, by which, when we bring home to ourfelves the 
cafe of another, we are oftc , affected i t  a manner in 
which the perfon principally concerned is incapablecit 
being affected. There is a fimilar difference between 
our d fapprobation of demerit, and that of impro­
priety-

S E C *
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S E C T I O N  II.

Of juftice and beneficence.

C H A P .  I.

Comparifon of thofe two virtues.

A C T IO N S  oi a beneficent tendency 
which proceed from proper motives 

feem alone to require reward; becaufe 
fuch alone are the approved objects of 
gratitude, or excite the fympathc'dc grati­
tude of the fpeftator.

Aftions of a hurtful tendency, which 
proceed from improper motives, feem 
alone to deferve punifhment; becaufe 
fuch alone are the approved objects of re- 
fentment, or excite the fympathetic refent- 
ment of the fpettator.

Beneficence is always free, it cannot be 
extorted by force, the meer want of it e »  
pofes to no punifhment: becaufe the meer 
want of beneficence tends to do no real 
pofitive evil. It may difappoint of the 
good which might reafonnbly have been 
expected, and upon that account it may

iuftly
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: juftly excite diilike and difapprobation : it
cannot, however, provoke any lefbntment 
which mankind will go along with. The 
man who does not recompence his bene- 
fattor, when he has it in his power, and 
when his benefactor needs his atliftance, 
is, no doubt, guilty of the blacked in­
gratitude, The heart of every impartial 
fpe&ator rejects all fellow-feeling with the 
felfifhnefs of his motives, and he is the pro­
per object of the highed difapprobation.
But dill he does no pofiive hurt to any body 
he only does not do that good which in pro­
priety he ought to have done. He is the ob ­
ject of hatred, a padion which is naturally 
excited by impropriety of fentiment and 
behaviour j not of refentment, a padion 
which is never properly called forth but 
by actions which tend to do real and pofi- 
tive hurt to fome particular perfons. His 
want o f gratitude, therefore, cannot be 
punilhed. To oblige him by force to per- 
form what ingratitude he ought to per­
form, and what every impartial ipectator 
would approve of him for performing, 
would, if  podiblc, be dill more improper 
than his neglecting to perform it. His 
benefactor would diflionour h im felfifhe

attempted
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attempted by violence to conffrain him to 
gratitude, and it would be impertinent 

. for any third perfon, who was not the 
fuperior of either, to intermeddle. But of 
all the duties of beneficence, thole which 
gratitude recomme nds to us approach near- 
eft to what is called a perfect and compleat 
obligation. What friendfhip, what gene- 
rofity, what charity, would prompt us to 
do with univerfal approbation, is ftill more 
free, and can ftill lei’s be extorted by force 
than the duties of gratitude. We talk of 
the debt of gratitude, not of charity, or 
generofity, nor even of friendfhip, when 
friendfhip is meer eiteem, and has not been 
enhanced and complicated with gratitude 
for good offices.

Refentment feems to have been given 
us by nature for defence, and for defence 
only. It is the fafeguard of juftice and 
the fecurity of innocence. It prompts us 
to  beat off the milchief which i > attempted 
to be done to us, and to retaliate that which 
is already done; that the offender may be 
made to repent of his injuftice, and that 
others, through fear of the like punifhment, 
may be terrified fron being guilty of the 
like offence. i t  muff be referred therefore

for
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lor thefe purpofes, nor can the fpe&afor 
ever go along with it when it is exerted for 
any other. But the meer want of the be­
neficent virtues, though it may difappoint 
us of the good which might realonably be 
expected, neither does, nor attempts to do, 
any mifchief from whch we can have oc- 
caiion to defend ourfelves.

There is, however, another virtue, o f 
which the obfervance is not left to the 
freedom of our own wills, which may be 
extorted by force, and o f which the viola­
tion expofes to refentment, and confequent- 
ly  to punifhment. This virtue is juftice : 
the violation o f juftice is injury : it does 
real and pofitive hurt to fome particular 
perfons, from motives which arc naturally 
difapproved of. It is, therefore, the pro­
per object o f refentment, and o f punifti- 
ment, which is the natural confequence of 
refentment. As mankind go along with, 
and approve of, the violence employed to 
avenge the hurt which is done by injuftice, 
lo they much more go along with, and ap­
prove of, that which is employed to pre­
vent and beat off the injury, and to re­
ft Lain the offender from hurting his neigh­
bours. The perfon himfelf who meditates

an
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an in juftice is fenftble of this, and feels that 
force may, with the utmoft propriety, be 
made ufe of both by the perfon whom he is 
-bout to injure, and by others, either to 
obftruct the execution of his crime, or to 
punifh him when he has executed it. And 
upon this is founded that remarkable dif- 
tindlion between juftice and all the other 
focial virtues, wh;ch has o f late been par­
ticularly infilled upon by an author of 
very great and original genius, that we 
feel ourfelves to be under a ftridter obliga­
tion to act according to juftice, than 
agreeably to friend fhip, charity, or gene- 
; ofity ; that the pradlice of thefe laft men­
tioned virtues feems to be left in fome 
mcafure to our own choice, but that, fome- 
how or other, we feel ourfelves to be in a 
peculiar manner tyed, bound, and obliged 
to the obfervation o f juftice. We feel, that 
is to fay, that force may, with the utmoft 
propriety, and with the approbation o f all 
mankind, be made ufe o f to tonftrain us 
to obferve the rules o f the one, but not to 
follow the precepts of the other.

W e muft always, however, carefully 
dlftinguiSi what is only blameable, or the 
proper object of difapprobation, from what

force
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force may be employeci either topunifh or to 
prevent. That feems blameahle which fails 
fhort o f that ordinary degree o f proper be­
neficence which experience teaches us to 
expeft o f every body j and on the contrary, 
that feems praife-worthy which goes beyond . 
it. The ord inary degree itieif feems neither 
blameable nor praife-:worthy. A  father, a 
fon, a brother, who behaves to the corres­
pondent relation neither better nor worfe 
than the greater part o f men commonly 
do, feems properly to deft we neither praife 
nor blame. He who llirprifes us by ex­
traordinary and unexpected, though ftill 
proper, and fuitable kindnefs, or on the 
contrary, by extraordinary and unexpected, 
as well as unfuitable unkindnefs, feems 
praife-worthy in the one cafe, and blame- 
able in the other.

Even the moll ordinary degree o f kind­
nefs or beneficence, however, cannot* 
among equals, be extorted by force. Among 
equals each individual is naturally, and ,.n- 
tecedent to the infhtution o f civil govern- 
nient, regarded as having a l ight both to 
defend himtelt from injuries, and to exact 
a certain degree o f punifhment for thofe 
Which have been done to him. Every ge­

nerous

-  •



(*f g'tps Q/ M erit #«</D e m e r i t. PartII.
\ ’&\. ‘INM« -W y A , / -  _ 1 J L 

jierous fpectator not only approves o f his 
conduct when he does this, but enters fo 
far into his fentiments as often to he will­
ing to affift him* When one man attacks, 
or robs, or attempts to tnurder another, all 
the neighbours take the alarm, and think 
that they do right when they run, either to 
revenge the perfon who has been injured, or 
to defend him who is in danger of being fo.
But when a father fails in the ordinary 
degree o f parental affection towards a fon; 
when a fon teems to want that filial reve­
rence which might be expected to his father j 
when brothers are without the ufual de­
gree o f brotherly affection ; when a man 
fhuts his breaff againft companion, and 
refufesto relieve the mifery o f his fellow- 
creatures, when he can with the greateft 
cafe ; in all thefe cafes, though every body 
b la m e s  the conduct, nobody imagines that 
thofe who might have reafon, perhaps* to 
expect more kindnefs, have any right to 
t tort it by force. The fuffer er can only 
con plain , and the fpectator can intermeddle 
no other way than by advice wind perfua- 
fion. Upon all fuch occafions for equals 
to ufe force againft one another, would

$
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be thought the higheft degree of mfolenee
and piefumption. . . .

A fuperior may, indeed, fometimcs, with 
univerfal approbation, oblige thole under 
his jurifdiftion to behave, in this refpecl, 
with a certain degree of propriety to one 
another. The laws of all civilized nations • 
oblige parents to maintain their children, 
and children to maintain their parents, 
and impofe upon men many other duties 
of beneficence. The civil magiftrate is en- 
trutted with the power not only of preicrv- 
ing the public peace by restraining injuftice, 
but of promoting the prosperity of the com­
monwealth, by eftablifhing good disci­
pline, and by difeouraging every fort of vice 
and impropriety ; he may prefenbe rules 
therefore, which not only prohibit mutual 
injuries among fellow-citizens, but com 
mand mutual good offices tom Certain de­
gree. When the Sovereign commands what 
is meerly indifferent, and what antecedent 
to his orders might have been omitted with­
out any blame, it becomes not only blarnc- 
ablc but punilhabk to difobey bun. Vv hen 
lie commands, therefore, what, antecedent 
to an> fuch order, could not have been o- 
mitted without the greatyff blame, it lurely

N  be-
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becomes much more punifhable to be want­
in'- in obedience. Of all the duties of a law- 
giver, however, this, perhaps', is what it 
requires the greateft: delicacy and referve to 
execute with propriety and judgment. T o  
neglect it altogether expofes the common­
wealth to many grofs dilorders and fhock- 
ing enormities, and to pufn it too far is 
deftructive o f all liberty, fecurity, and 
juftice.

Though the meer want of beneficence 
feems to merit no pnmfhment from equals, 
the greater exertions of that virtue appear 
to deferve the liighcft reward. By Being 
productive of the greateft good, -they 
are the natural and' approved objects 
of t ’.ic live heir gratitude. Though the 
breach of juftice, on the contrary, expofes 
to punifhment, the obfervation of the rules 
of that virtue feems icarce to deferve any 
revvard. There is, no doubt, a propriety 
in the practice of juftice, and it merits, 
upon that account, all the approbation 
which is due to propriety. But as it does 
no real positive good, it is entitled to very 
little gratitude. Mecr juftice is, upon 
mo If occafions, but a negative virtue, and 
only hinders us from hurting our neigh­

bour.
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bour. The man who barely abftains from 
violating either the perfon, or the efcate, 
or the reputation of his neighbours, has 
furely very little pofitive merit. He ful­
fils, however, all the rules of what is pe­
culiarly called juftice, and does every thing 
which his equals can with propriety force 
him to do, or which they can punifli him 
for not doing. We may often fulfil all 
the rules of juftice by fitting ftill and doing 
nothing.

As every man doth, fo fhall it be done 
to him, and retaliation feems to be the 
great law which is di&ated to us by 
nature. Beneficence and generofity wc 
think due to the generous and benificent. 
Thofe whofe hearts never open to the feel­
ings of humanity, fhould, we think, fob (hut 
out, in the fame, manner, from the affec­
tions of all their fellow-creatures, and be 
allowed to live in the midft of fociety, as 
in a great defart where there is no-body 
to care for them, or to enquire after them.
The violator of the laws of juftice ought 
to lx* made to led hintfelf that evil which 
he has done to another ; and fince no re­
gard to the furferings of his bretnren is 
capable o f reft raining liim, lie ought to

N 2 be
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w : ""fee 'over-awed by the fear of his own. The 
man who is barely innocent, who only ob- 
ferves the laws of juftice with regard to 
others, and mcerly abftains from hurting 
his neighbours, can merit only that his 
neighbours in their turn fhculd refpedt 
his innocence, and that the fame laws 
fhould be religioully obferved with regard 
to him.

C H A P .  II.
/

O f the fenfe of juftice, of remorfe, and of 
the confcioufnefs of merit.

T H E R E  can be no proper motive for 
hurting our neighbour, there can be 

no incitement to do evil to another, which 
mankind will go along with, except juft in­
dignation for evil which that other has done 
to us. T o  difturb his happinefs meerly 
becaitfe it ftands ii: the way o f our own, 
to take from him what is of real ufe to 
him mcerly bccau'e it may be of equal or 
o f more ufe to us, or to indulge, in this 
manner, at the expence of other people, 
the natural preference which every man 
has for his own happinefs above that of

other
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:hcr people, is what no impartial fpe6ta- 
tor can go along with. Every man, is no 
doubt, by nature firft, and principally re­
commended. to his own care j and as he is 
fitter to take care of himfelf than o f any 
other perfon, it is fit and right that it 
fhould be fo. Every man, therefore, is 
much more deeply interefted in whatever 
immediately concerns himfelf, than in 
what concerns any other m an: and to 
hear, perhaps, of the death of another 
perfon, with whom we have no particular 
connection, will give us lefs concern, will 
fpoil our ftomach, or break our reft much 
lefs than a very infignificant difafter which 
has befallen ourfelves. But tho' the ruin 
o f our neighbour may a fieri us much lefs 
than a very fmall misfortune of our own, 
we muft not ruin him to prevent that fmall 
misfortune, nor even to prevent our own 
ruin. We limit, here, a in ail other cafes, 
view ourfelves not fo mucu according to 
that light in which we may naturally appear 
to on delves, as according to that in which 
we naturally appear to others. ' ho1 every 
man may, according to the prdverb, be 
the whole world to himfelf, to the reft o f 
mankind he is a molt infignificant part o f 
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it. Tho’ his own happinefs may be of 
piore importance to him than that of all 
the world befides, to every other perfon it 
is of no more confequence than that of any 
other man. Tho’ it may be true, therefore,- 
that every individual, in his own bread, na­
turally prefers himielf to all mankind, yet 
lie dares not look mankind in the face, and 
avow that he acts according to this princi­
ple. He feels that in this preference they 
can never go along with him, and that 
how natural foever it may be to him, it 
muft always appear exceffive and extrava­
gant to them. When he views himfelf in 
the light in which he is confcious that others 
will view him, he fees that to them he is 
but one of the multitude m no refpedt bet­
ter than any other in it. I f  he would act 
lo as that the impattial ipectator may en­
ter into the principles of his conduct, which 
is what of ah things he Iras the greatelt 
defne to do, he mult, upon this, as upon 
all other pccafiom, humble the arrogance 
of his (elf-love, and bring it down $q fomc- 
thing which pthei men can go along with.
They will indulge it fo tar as to allow him 
p> be more anxious auout, ami to purfuc 
Yi’itli mere cqrncft alriduity, his own happi-

nefs
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nefs than that of any other perfon. Thus 
• far, whenever they place themfelves in his . 

fituation, they will readily go along with 
him. In the race for wealth, and honor:rs, 
and preferments, he may run as hard as he 
can, and drain every nerve and every 
mnfcle, in order to outfit ip all his compe­
titors. But if he fliould juftle, or throw 
down any oi them, the indulgence df the 
fpediators is entirely at an end. It is a vio­
lation of lair play, which they cannot ad­
mit of. This man is to them, in every re- 
fpech os good as he : they do not enter 
ir. y tiiat !v! 1 - love by which he prefers him- 
l’dt lo much to this other, and cannot go 
along witii the motive from which he hurt 
him* ■> teadily, therefore, fympathize 
with the natmal refentment of the injur­
ed, and the offender becomes the objebt of __ 
their hatred and indignation. He is fen’- 
fible that he becomes fo, and feels that thofe 
fentiments are ready to burfi out from all
ihks aov.inft him.

As the greater and more irreparable the 
evil that is done, the refentment of the 
iulferers runs naturally the higher, 1b does 
like wife the fym pathetic indignation oi the 
fpeeoitor, as well as the ionic ol guilt in the 

N 4 agent.
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' 6ô \

2. Of M e r i t  and D e m e r i t . 183 n i l  j



Is. V lM ^ y  0 / Me r i t s  Demerit. Part II. V n l  .• 
Ns*fi^nt. Death is the greateft evil which one 

man can inflict upon another, and excites 
the higheft degree of refentment in thofe 
who are immediately connected with the 
flain. Murder* therefore, is the molt 
atrocious of all crimes which affect indivi­
duals only, in the light both of mankind, 
and of the perfon who has committed it.
TcTbc deprived of that which we arepof-
fefled of, is a greater evil than to be difap-
pointed of what we have only theexpe&a- 
tion. Breach of property, therefore, theft 
and robbery, which take from us what we 
are poM ed of, arc greater crimes than 
breach of contract, which only difahpoints 
us of what we expected. The moft facred
laws of juft ice, therefore, thofe whofe vio­
lation feems to call loudeft for vengeance 
and punilhment, are the laws which guard 
the life and pcrlon of our neighbour ; the 
next are thofe which guard his property and 
poliellions 5 and laft 0f aU come thofe
which guard what are called his perianal 
rights, or what is due to him from the pit>- 
mifes of others.

. The violator of the more facred laws of 
jufticc can never Karel on the ibitiments
yvhicli mankind mutt entertain with re­

gard
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him, without feeling all the ago- 
^ ;es of ihame and horror, and confterna- 
ti0n. When his paflion is gratified, and 
he beeins coolly to reflect on his pad; con- 
du<5t, he can entgr into none o f the mo­
tives which influenced it. T hey appear 
now as deteftable to him as they did always 
to other people. By fympathizing with 
the hatred and abhorrence which other 
men muft entertain for him, he becomes 
in fome meafure the object ol his own ha* 
tied and abhorrence. The fituation of the 
perfon, who fuffered by his injuftice, now 
calls upon his pity. He is grieved at the 
though^ o f it 3 regrets the unhappy efle6fs 
of his own conduct, and feels at the fame 
time that they have rendered him the pro­
per objedf of the refentment and indigna­
tion of mankind, and o f what is the na­
tural conieqnence o f refentment, venge­
ance and punilhment. The thought of 
. iiis perpetually haunts him, and fills him 
with terror and amazement. He dares no 
longer look fociety in the face, but ima­
gine;:. himfelf as it were rejedled, and thrown 
out from the affections o f all mankind, 
l ie cannot hope for the confolation of fym- 
pathv in this his greatelf, and mod dread- 
• f fui
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diftrefs. The remembrance o f his 
crimes has fhut out all fellow-feeling with 
him from the hearts o f his fellow-creatures.
The fentiments which they entertain with 
regard to him, are the very thing which he 
is moft afraid of. Every thing feems hos­
tile, and lie would be glad to fly to fome 
jnhofpitable defert, where he might never 
more beheld the face of a human creature 
nor read in the countenance of mankind 
the condemnation of his crimes. But lbli- 
tude is ft ill more dreadful than fociety.
His own thoughts can prefent him with 
nothing but what is black, unfortunate 
and difaflrous, the melancholy forebod­
ings of incomprehenfible mifery and ruin 
The honor o f folitude drives him back in­
to fociety, and he comes again into the 
prefence o f mankind, aftonilhed to appear 
before them, loaded with lhame and dii- 
trached with fear, in order to fnpp'icate 
fome little piotectionfio m. the countenance 
of thole very judge_>, who he knows have 
already all unanimoufly condemned him.
Such is the nature o f that fentiment, which 
is properly called remorfe; of all the fen­
timents which can enter the human brealt 
the molt dreadful. It is made up of fliamc

from
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• ^  ' f  from the ferfe of the impropriety of pall 
conduct; o f grief for the effects o f it ; o f 
pity for thofe who fuller by it ; and o f the 
dread and terror o f puniihment from the 
confcioufnefs o f the juftly provoked relent- 
ment of all rational creatures.

The oppofite behaviour naturally infpires 
the oppofite fentiment. The man who, 
not from frivolous fancy, but from proper 
motives, has performed a generous action, 
when he looks forward to, thofe whom he 
has fcrvcd, feels himfelf to be the natural 
object of their love and gratitude, and by 
fympathy with them, of the elleem and 
approbation of all mankind. And when 
he looks backward to the motive from 
which he acted, and lurveys it in the light 
in which the indiflerent fpectator will fur- 
vey it, he lfiil continues to enter into it, 
and applauds himlcit by fympathy with the 
approbation this luppofed impartial 
judge, In ! oln tliefe points o f view his 
own conduo appears to him every way 
agreeable. ll*s wind, at the thought of 
it. is Ml on dh v K'udif nefs, lerenity, and 
compofure. lie  is in friendihip and har­
mony with ad mankind, and looks upon 
ho fellow-cie..lures with co&ftdencv and 

' ‘ • be-
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benevolent fatisfaction, fecure that he has 
rendered himfelf worthy of their moft fa­
vourable regards. In the combination of 
all thefe fentiments confifts the confcionf- 
nefs of merit, or o f deferved reward.

C H A P .  III.

O f the utility of this conftitution o f na­
ture.

IT  is thus that man, who can fubfift on­
ly in fociety, was fitted by nature to 

that fituation for which he was made. All 
the members of human fociety fland in 
need o f each others afliftance, and are like- 
wife expofed to mutual injuries. Where 
the needfary afliftance is reciprocally af­
forded from love, trom gratitude, from 

, f  .> ndlhip ah° eftcein, the fociety flourifhes 
and is happy* Ah the different members 
of it are bound together by the agreeable 
bands- o f love and affection, and are, as it 
were, drawn to one common centre o f mu­
tual good offices.

But tho’ the nccefiary affiftance fhould 
not be afforded f rom fuch generous and dif»

in*
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intefcfted motives, tho’ among the different 
members of the fociety there fhould he no 
mutual love and affection, the fociety, tho! 
lefs happy and agreeable, will not necefia- 
rily be diffolved. Society may fupfift among 
different men, as among different mer- 
chants, from a fenfe of its utility, with­
out any mutual love or affection; and tho 
no one man in it fhould owe any obliga­
tion, or be bound in gratitude to any other, 
it may flill be upheld by a mercenary ex­
change of good offices according to an 
agreed valuation.,

Society, however, cannot fubfift among 
thole who are at all times ready to hurt and 
injure one another. The moment that in­
jury begins, the moment that mutual re- 
fentment and animofity take place, all the 
bands of it are broke afunder, and the dif­
ferent members of which it conffffed are 
as it were, diflipated and fcattered abroad 
by the violence and oppofition o f their dif- 
cordant affections. I f  there is any fociety 
among robbers and murderers, they muff 
at leait, according to the trite oblervation, 
abftain from robbing and murdering one 
another. Beneficence, therefore, is lefs 
effential to the exiftence of fociety than

juffice.
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juftice. Society may fubfift, tho’ not in 
the moll comfortable flate, without benefi­
cence ; but the prevalence of injuftice mull 
utterly deftroy it.

Tho’ nature, therefore, exhorts mankind 
to acts of beneficence, by the pleafing con- 
feioufnefs of deferred reward, fhe has not 

. thought it necelfary to guard and enforce 
the practice of it by the terrors of merited 
punifhment in cafe it fhould be neglected.
It is the ornament which embellifhes, not 
the foundation which fupports the build­
ing, and which it was, therefore, fu fficieht 
to recommend, but by no means necelfary 
to impolc." Juftice, on the contrary, is 
the main pillar that upholds the whole edi­
fice. I f  it is removed, the great, the-im- 
menfe fabric of human Ibciety, that fabric 
if/hich to raife and to fupport leems in this 
world, i f  I may fay fo, to have been the 
peculiar and darling care of nature, muft 
in a moment crumble into atoms. To en­
force the obfeivation of juftice, therefore, 
nature has implanted in the human bread 
that confeioufnefs of ill-delert, thole ter­
rors of merited punifhment which attend 
upon it.; violation, as the great fafe-guards 
of the afiociaticn of mankind, to protect 

4 the
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weak, to curb the violent, and tochaf- 
tize the guilty. Men, tho’ naturally fym- 
pathetic, feel fo little for another, with 
whom they have no particular connection, 
in companion of what they feel for them- 
fclves; the mifery of one, who is merely 
their fellow-creature, is of fo little impor­
tance to them in comparifon even o f a fmall 
conveniency of their own ; they have it fo 
much in their power to hurt him, and may 
have fo itiany temptations to do fo, that if 
this principle did not hand up within them 
in his defence, and overawe them into a 
refpect for his innocence, they would, like 
wild beafls, be at all times ready to fly up­
on him ; and a man would enter an a(Tem- 
bly of men as he enters a den of lions.

In every part of the univerfe we obfefve 
means ad jutted with the niceft artifice to 
the ends which they are intended to pro­
duce ; and in the mechanifm of a plant, or 
animal body, admire how every thing is 
contrived for advancing the two great pur- 
pofes of nature, the fupport of the indivi­
dual, and the propogation of the fpecies.
But in thefe, and in all fuch objects, we 
flill diltinguifh the efficient- bom the final 
caufe of their fevcral ruoli nv> a id m

zations.
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nations.* The digeftion of the food, the 
circulation o f the blood, and the fecretion 
o f the feveral juices which are drawn from 
it, are operations ah or them neceflary for 
the great purpofes of animal life. Yet we 
never endeavour to account for them from 
thofe purpofes as fiom their efficient caufes, 
nor imagine that the blood circulates, or 
that the food ciigefts of its own accord, 
and with a view or intention to the pur­
pofes of ciiculation or digeftion. The 
wheels o f ti e waleh are all admirably ad- 
juibed to the end lor which it was made, 
the pointing of ■ e hour. All their ari- 
ous motions confpffe in the niccft: manndr 
to produce this effect. I f  they were endow­
ed with a defue and intention to produce 
it, they could not do it better. Yet we ne­
ver afciibe any fuch dehre or intention to 
them, but to the watch-maker, and we 
know that they aie put into motion by a 
fpring> vvln. 1 intends the effect it produces 
as lithe as they do. Put jn account­
ing f ° r thc °P e' t̂iOiis of bodies, we never 
fail to diftinguiih in this maimer the effi­
cient from the final caufe, in accounting 
for thofe of th . mind we are very apt to 
confound thefe two different things with

one
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r
one another. When by natural principles 
we are led to advance thole ends, which a 
refined and enlightened reafon would re­
commend to us, we are very apt to impute 
to that reafon, as to their efficient caufe, 
the fentiments and a&ions by which we 
advance thole* ends, and to imagine that to 
be the vvifdom of man, which in reality is 
the wifdom of God. Upon a fuperficia'. 
view this caafe feems fufficient to produce 
the effects which are afciibed to it j and the 
fyftem of human nature leems to be more 
funple and agreeable when all its different 
operations are in this manner deduced from 
a fugle principle.

As fociety cannot fubfift unlefs the laws 
of juftice are tolerably obferved, as no fa­
cial intercourfe can take place among men 
who do not generally abftain from injuring 
one another ; the confideration of this ne- 
Ceffity, it has been thought, was the ground 
upon which we approved of the enforce­
ment of the laws of juftice by the punifh- 
ment of thofe who violated them. Man, 
it has been laid, has a natural love for fa- 
ciety, and defires that the union of mankind 
Ihould be preferved for its own fake, and 
tho’ he himfelf was to derive no benefit from

O it.
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it. The orderly and flourifhing ftate of 
i’ociety is agreeable to him, and he takes 
delight in contemplating it. It’s diforder 
and confufion, on the contrary, is the ob­
ject of his averfion, and he is chagrined 
at whatever tends to produce it. Pie is 
fenfible too that his own intereft is con­
nected with the profperity of fociety, and 
that tne happinefs, perhaps the preferva- 
'lon oi ins c.xiitcnce, depends upon its ore— 
fervation. Upon every account, therefore, 
he has an abhorrence at whatever can tend 
to deftroy fociety, and is v illing to make 
life of every means, which can hinder fo 
liated, and fo dreadful an event. Injuftice 
ncceflarily tends to deftroy it. Every ap­
pearance of injuftice, therefore, alarms 
him, and he runs, if I may fey fo, to ftop 
the progrefs of what, if  allowed to go on, 
would quickly put an end to everythin? 
that is deni to him. If „;e cannot reftrain 
it by gentle and fair means, he mu ft beat it 
down by force and violence, and at any 
rate mult pul a ftop to its further prograft.
Hence it is, they fey, that he often ap­
proves or the enforcement of the laws of 
juftice even by the capital punifhment o f 
thofe who violate - - ni* i  he difturber o f 

°  the
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the public peace is hereby removed out o f 
the world, and others are terrified by his 
fote from imitating his example.

Such is the account commonly given o f 
our approbation of the punifhment o f in- 
juftice. And fo far this account is un­
doubtedly true that we frequently have oc- 
caiion to confirm our natural fenfe of the' 
propriety and fitnefs of punifhment by re- 
ileAing how neceiTary it is for pfeferving 
the order of focietv. When the guilty is 
about to luffer that juft retaliation, which 
the natural indignation of mankind tells 
them is due to his crimes j when the m£q— 
lence of his injuftice is broken and hum­
bled by the terror of his approaching pu- 
niihment; when he ceafes to be an objeA 
of fear, with the generous and humane he 
begins to be an objeA ot pity. The thought 
o f what he is about to fuffer extinguishes 
their refentment for the luffei mgs of others 
to which he has given occafioru They are 
difpofed to pardon and forgive him, and 
to lave him from that punifhment which 
in all their cool hours they had confidercd 
as the retribution due to fuch crime..
Here, therefore, they have occafion to call 
to their afliftance the confidcration of the

O 2 ge-
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general mtei eft of foe. . ty, *1 hey counter­
balance the impulfe of this weak and par­
tial humanity, by the dilates of a hu­
manity that' is more generous and com- 
prehenfr/e. They reflect that mercy to 
the guilty is cruelty to the innocent, and 
oppoie to the emotions of companion 
which they feel for a particular perfon, a 
more enlarged companion, which they feel 
for mankind.

Sometimes too we have occafion to de­
fend the propriety of obfervdngthe general 
rules of juftice by the confidcration of their 
mceffity to the lupport of fociety. We 
^equy -ioy lea, toe young and the licenti­
ous 11 leu mg l le mold facred rules of mo- 
re.jiiy, ant pioteihng, fometimesfrom the 
cull option, in more frequently from the 
vanity of their hearts, the mold abomi­
nable maxims ot cotiduft. Our indigna­
tion iou an we are eager to refute and 
expofe fuch deleft able principles. But tho’ 
it is their liitnnfic hatefulncfs and dcteld- 
ableiicis, winch originally inflames us 
againll them we are unwilling: to affign 
this as tic  o.eicaon why we condemn 
them, or to pretend that d is merely be- 
caufc we ourfeives .late and deteld them.
; The
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rcafon, we think, would not appear 
to be concluflve. Yet why lhould n n ot; 
i f  we hate and deteft them becaufe they 
are the natural and proper objects or ha­
tred and detriration ? But when we are 
alked why we fhould not a«5t in fuch or fuch 
a manner, the very queftion feems to fup- 
pofe that, to thofe who afk it, this manner- 
o f afting does not appear to be for its own 
fake the natural and proper objedt of thofe 
fentiments. W e muft fhow them, there­
fore, that it ought to be fo for the fake of 
fomething elfe. Upon this account we ge­
nerally call; about for other arguments, and 
die coniideration which firfl occurs to us is 
the diforder and Oontufion of fociety which 
would refult from the univerfal prevalence 
of fuch praaices. We feldom fail, there­
fore, to infill upon this topic.

But tho it commonly requires no great 
discernment to fee the deftrudlive tendency 
of all licentious praaices to the welfare of 
fociety, it is leldom this confidcration 
which firfl animates us againfl them. All 
men, even the mod flupid and unthink­
ing, abhor fraud, perfidy, and injuftice, 
and delight to fee them punched. But 
few men have refieaed upon the necelTity*
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juftice to the exiftence of fociety, how 
obvious foevcr that neceffity mav appear to 
he.

That it is not a regard to the preferva- 
tior o f fociety, winch originally intercfts 115 
in the punilhment o f crimes committed 
agr.mft individuals, may be demonftrated 
by many obvious confutations. The con­
cern winch we take in the fortune and hap- 
pmefs 01 individuals does not, in common
cafes, anfe from that which « c  take in the 
fortune and happmefs o f fo<.; _ w
no more concerned for i a  n ., c  ,■  r  , 101 the deftru£hon or
lots or a lingle man 1 r  s  •-  UJ> I'ccauie this man is a 
member or part of focict 3nd b W e
vve fliould be co„ccr„ed for the deftrucTioi, 
o, foeieij, than we are concerned for the

1 of / ' " s  e becaufe this guinea
js a part of a tnoufand guinea^ and be 
caufe we mould be con ceLd  foi the t o  
of the Whole fum. j n ndther d
our regard for the individuals anfe from

pu‘ but in both
cafes our icgaid tor the multitude is com­
pounded and made up of the ticu|al. 
regards which we feel f0i. , hc in_
dividuals o which it ,s compofcd_ As 
when a .mail fum is unjuftly taken from

til
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us wc do not To much profecyte the injury 
from a regard to the prelervation o f our 
whole fortune, as from a regard to that 
particular fum which, we have loft -y fo 
when a fingle man is injured or deftroyed 
we demand the punifhment o f the wrong 
that has been done to him, not fo much 
from a concern for the general intereft o f 
fociety, as from a concern for that very in­
dividual who has been injured. It is to 
he obferved, however, that this concern 
does not necdiarily include in it any de­
gree o f thofe exquifite fentiments which 
are commonly called love, elleem and af- 
leclion, and by which we didinguifh. our 
particular friends and acquaintance. T he 
concern which is requifite for this is no 
more than the general fellow feeling which 
wc have with every man merely becaufe 
he is our fellow -creature. \Ve enter into 
the refentment even of an odious perfon, 
when î e is injured by thofe to whom he has 
given no provocation. Our disapprobation 
of his oidinary character and conduhf docs 
not in this cafe altogether prevent our fel­
low-feeling, with his natural indignation ; 
tho with thofe who are not either extreme­
ly candid, or who have not bc.n need'

O 4  touted

2A)

v s\ 2. 0 /~ IVie r it  a id  Demerit. 199 n l  1



' Got%\

\ i\ J|o ff le d  to correct and regulate their natu- o L  
fentiments by general rules, it is very 

apt to damp it.
Upon fome occafions, indeed, we both 

punifh and approve of puniOiment, mere­
ly from a view to the general interefb o f 
foclety, which, we imagine, cannot other- 
wile be feciued. Of this kind are all the 
punilnments inflicted ror breaches o f wliat 
is called either civil police, or military dif- 
cipline. Such ciimes do not immediately 
or dnecii) hmt any particular perfoiij but 
the^: i emote confequenccs, it is fnppofed, 
do pi ounce, oi might produce, either a 
confiderable mconveniency, or a great dif- 
ordei in the fociety. t\  centinel, fo re x - 
ample, who falls alleep upon his watch, 
fuffers death by the laws o f war, becaufe 
uich careleimefs might endanger the whole 
army. This feverity may, upon many oc­
cafions, appear neceliary, and, for that 
reafon, juft and proper. WheEL the pre.  
fervation or an individual is inconfiftent 
with the fafety of a multitude, nothing can 
be more juft than that the many fhould be 
preferred to the one. V et this punishment, 
how neceffary foever, always app ars to he 
exceflively feveic. The natural atrocity o f

thq
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the crime feems to be fo little*, and the 
punifliment fo great, that it is with diffi­
culty that our heart can reconcile itfelf to 
it. Though fuch carelefTnefs appears very 
blameable, yet the thought o f this crime 
does not naturally excite any fuch refeht- 
mcnt, as would prompt us to take fuch 
dreadful revenge. A  man o f humanity 
muft recollect himfelf, mull make an ef­
fort, and exert his whole firmnefs and re- 
folution, before he can bring himfelf either 
to inflidt it, or to go along w ith it when 
it is inflicted by others.. It is not, how­
ever, in this manner, that he looks upon 
the juft punilhmcnt o f an ungrateful mur-, 
derer or parricide. His heart, in this cafe, 
applauds v. rth ardour, and even with tranf- 
poit, the juft retaliation which feems due 
to fuch detcftablc crimes, and which, if, 
by any accident, they Ihould happen to 
elcape, he would be highly enraged and 
difappointed.  ̂ The very different fertti- * 
ments with which the fpcflator view's thole 
different puniftiments, is a proof that his 
approbation of the one is far from being 
founded upon the fame principles with that 
of the other. l ie  looks upon the ccntinel 
;ts an unfortunate victim, who, indeed,

piuft,
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V'\^-jCQUft, and ought to be, devoted to the 
fafety of numbers, but whom ftill, in his 
heart, he would be glad to lave; and he 
is only lorry, that the intereft of the many 
fhould oppofe it. But if the murderer 
fhould efcape from punilhment, it would 
excite his higheft indignation, and he 
would call upon God to avenge, in an­
other world, that crime which the injuf- 
tice of mankind had neglected to cliaftife 
upon earth.

For it well deferves to be taken notice 
of, that we are fo far from imagining that 
injuftice ought to be punifhed in this life, 
jnereiy on account of the order o f fociety, 
which cannot othcrwife be maintained* 
that nature teaches us to hope, and reli­
gion authorifes us to expect, that it will be 
punifhed, even in a life to come. Our 
lenle of its ill defert purfues it, if  I may 
fay fo, even beyond the grave, though the 
example of its punilhment there cannot 
f.rve to deter the reft of mankind, who fee 
it not, who know it not, from being guil­
ty o f the like practices here. The juftice 
o f God, however, we think, ftill requires,
{hat he fhould hereafter avenge the inju­

ries
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of the widow and the fathei'lefs, whq 
here fo often infulted with impunity.

That the Deity loves virtue and hates 
vice, as a voluptuous man loves riches and 
hates poverty, not for their own fakes, but 
for the effedts which they tend to pro­
duce ; that he loves the one, only bceaufe 
it promotes the happinefs of fociety, which • 
his benevolence prompts him to defiie; and 
that he hates the other, only becaufe it oc- 
pafions the mifeiy o f mankind, which the 
fame divine quality renders the object o f 
Lis averfion i is not the dodfrine o f nature, 
but of an artificial, though ingenious, re­
finement of philofophy. All our natural 
fentiments prompt us to believe, that as 
peifedt virtue is fuppoied necefianly to ap­
peal to the Deity, as it does to us, for its 
own fake, and without any further view, 
the natural and proper object of love and 
reward, fo muft vice, o f hatred and pu- 
nhhment. that the gods neither refent 
nor hurt, was the general maxim o f all 
the diffeient fects of the ancient phifofo- 
p h y : and if,, by relenting, be underflood, 
that violent and diforderly perturbation, 
which often diffracts and “confounds the 
Jtuman bread or if, by hurting, be un*>

derfiood,
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^ ^ ^ r f t o o d ,  the doing mifchief wantonly, and 
without regard to propriety or juftice, fuch 
weaknefs is undoubtedly unworthy of the 
divine perfection. But if  it be meant, 
that vice does not appear to the Deity to 
be, for its own lake, the object o f abhor­
rence and averfion, and what, for its own 
lake, it is lit and l ight fhould be punifhed, 
the truth of this maxim can, by no means, 
be fo er.hly admitted. I f  we confult our 
natural fcntimcnts, we are apt to fear, 
left before the holinefs of God, vice ftiould 
appear to be more worthy o f punifhment 
tr.an the weaknefs and imperfection o f hu­
man virtue can ever feem to be o f reward.
Man, when about to appear before a be­
ing of infinite perfection, can feel but little 
confidence in his own merit, or in the im­
perfect pi opt iety of his own conduct. In 
the pretence of his fellow-creatures, he may 
often juftly elevate himfelf, and may of­
ten have icafon to think highly of his own 
character and conduct, compared to the
ftill greater imperfection of theirs. But 
the cafe is quite different when about to 
appear before his infinite Creator. T o  
inch a being, he can fcar.ee imagine, that 
his 1:. rienefs and weaknefs fhould ever feem

Do

l i f e
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x$!! fe£be the proper object, either of efteem or 
of reward. But he can cafily conceive, 
how the numberlefs violations of duty, o f  
which he has been guilty, fhould render 
him the proper object of averfion and pu- 
nilhinent; neither can he fee any reafon 
why the divine indignation fhould not be 
lei loofe without any reftraint, upon fo vile 
an infect, as lie is ienlible that lie himfelf 
rnu/t appear to be.̂  If he would ftill hope 
for liappihefs, he is confcious that he can­
not demand it from the jutlice, but that 
he mult entreat it from the mercy of God. 
Repentance, forrow, humiliation, contri­
tion at the thought of his paft conduct, are 
upon this account, the fentiments which 
become him, and feem to be the only 
means which he has left for appealing 
hat wrath which, he knows, he has juft!

!y provoked He even diftrufts the effi- 
cacy of all thele, and naturally fears, left 
the wddom °t God fiiould not, like the 
\\caknds of man, be prevailed upon to 
fpare the crime, by the molt importunate 
lamentations <* the criminal. Some other 
interceihcm, tome other facrifice, feme other 
atonement, he imagines, muft be made 
for him, beyond what he himfelf is ca­

pable
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pable of making, before the purity o f the 
divine juftice can be reconciled to his ma­
nifold offences. The doctrines of revela­
tion coincide, in every refpeft, with thofe 
original anticipations of nature; and, as 
they teach us how little we can depend 
upon the imperfection of our own virtue, 
fo thev fhow us, at the fame time, that 
the rnoft powerful interceffion has been 
made, and that the raoft dreadful atone­
ment has been paid for our manifold tranf- 
greffions and iniquities.

S E C T ,
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S E C  T . III.

Of the influence of fortune upon the fen- 
timents of mankind, with regard to the 
merit or demerit of actions.

i n t r o d u c t i o n .

" T X jT H A T E V E R  praife or blame can 
V t be due to any a£Uon, muft be­

long either, fir If, to the intention or af­
fection of the heart, from which it pro­
ceeds ; or, fecondly, to the external action 
or movement of the body, which this affec­
tion gives occafion to ; or laff, to all the 
good orbadconfequences, which aaually, 
ami m facl, proceed from it. Thefe three 
different things conftitute the whole na­
ture and circumftnnces of the adion, and 
muft be the foundation of whatever qua­
lity can belong to it.

That the two laft of thefe three cir- 
cumfrancea cannot be the foundation of 
any praile or blame, is abundantly evi ient j 
nor has the contrary ever been aflerted bv

any
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body. The external action or move- 
menu of the body is often the fame in the 
mofu innocent, and in the mofl blameable 
actions. He who fhoots a bird, and he 
who fhoots a man, both o f them perform 
the fame external movement: each of them 
draws the tricker of a gun. The confe- 
quences which actually, and in fact, hap­
pen to proceed from any action, are, i f  
poffible, ftill more' indifferent either to 
praife or blame, than even the external 
movement o f the body. As they depend, 
not upon the agent, but upon fortune, 
they cannot be the proper foundation for 
any fentiment, o f which his character and 
conduct are the obje&s.

The only confluences for which he can 
be anfwerable, or by which he can deferve 
either approbation or difapprobation o f 
any hind, are thofe which were fome way 
or other intended, or thofe which, at leaid, 
fb ,w fome agreeable or difagreeable qua­
lity in the intention of the Mart, from 
which he acted. To the intention or af­
fection of the heart, therefore, to the pro­
priety or impropriety, to the beneficence 
or hurtfulncls of the defign, all praife or 
blame, all approbation or disapprobation,

of
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o f any kind, which can juftly be bellowed 
upon any action muft ultimately belong.

When this maxim is thus propoled, in 
abftract and general terms, there is no 
body who does not agree to it. It’s felf- 
evident jullice is acknowledged by all the 
world, and there is not a diflenting voice 
among all mankind. Every body allows, 
that, how different foever the accidental, 
the unintended and tmforefeen confequen- 

C3 different actions, yet, i f  the in-
* nr|!ons or affections from which they 
a>ro c Were> on the one hand, equally

3nc  ̂ eclually beneficent, or, on the
v o l e m T alIy *mProPer and equally male-
• «-,,*! lc lnerit or demerit of the actions 
is mn tne fam#> „ , ,
the fuitable obiefl ,  aSent ^  equally
of refentment. J “  her of Sratltutle or

But how well t\
be perfuadcd of the' , r' ! ‘r may feem to 
maxim; when we ĉfc’ ultab!e 
manner, in .tbftraft yet* v\  '* a‘ Kr tbls 
to par ticular cafes, the a a u a T c o n L Z !  
ecs w'udr happen to proceed from any 
acbon, have a very great effect Uj,on " I  
fentiments concerning its merit or demerit 
and almoil always either enhance or d f
- -----  p  . .

f . minafli
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ifh our fenfe of both. Scarce, in any ^  J# * 
one inftance, perhaps, will our fentiments
be found, after examination, to be en­
tirely regulated by this rule, which we all 
acknowledge ought entirely to regulate 
them.

This irregularity of fentimeilt,which every 
body feels, which fcarce any body is fuf- 
ficiently aware of, and which no body is 
willing to acknowledge, I proceed now to 
explain; and I fhall confider, firft, the 
caufe which gives occafion to it, or the me- 
chaniim by which nature produces it 5 ie- 
condly, the extent of its influence} and, 
laff of all, the end which it anfvtfers, or 
the purpole »vhich the author o f nature 
feems to have intended by it.

C H A P. I.

Ol the caufes of tin influence o f fortune.

T H E  caufes of pain and pleafure, 
whatc cr they are, or however 
they operate, feeni to be the ob­

jects, which, in -ill anii, als, immediately 
excite thofe two paflions of gratitude and

refent-

*  .
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^ ^ re fen tm en t. They are excited by inani- 
rnated, as well as by animated objects.
W e are angry, for a moment, even at 
the ftone that hurts us. A  child beats it, 
a dog barks at it, a choleric man is apt to 
curie it. The lead: reflection, indeed, cor­
rects this fentiment, and we foon become 
fenfible, that what has no feeling is a very 
^ p ro p er objeCt o f revenge. When the 
miieniet, however, is very great, the ob- 
j0 v hich caufed it becomes difagreeable 
j °  Us cVCr after, and we take pleafure to 

or fI<-ftroy it. We ftiould treat, in
3 t l̂e inflrument which had 

accidentally been ^  ^  of the death

r i ^ en *. an(* we fliould often think
ff  we n I f  Z  ° {  3 fo«  “ f  inhumanity, 
tf we neglected to vent this abfurd fort of 
vengeance upon it.

fort'of gratitude for ‘thofe^ina, -“ “ T * . *  
jeas, which have been the cau fe ofgrett* 
or frequent pleafure to t,s. T ,.„
who »  foon as he got alhore, foould
mend Ins hre w,th the plank upon which
lie had juft efcaped from a fhipv,reck 
would feem to be guilty b f an. unnatural 
action. We fliouM c .pcCt th n  he would 

P a rather
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rather preferve it with care and aflfefiHotr, 
as a monument that was, in iome mca— 
fure, dear to him. A man grows fond of 
a fnuff-box, of a pen-knife, o f a ftaiF 
which he has long made ufe of, and con­
ceives fomething like a real love and af­
fection foi them. I f  he breaks or iofes 
them, he is vexed out of all proportion 
to the value o f the damage. The houfe 
which we have long lived in, the tree, whole 
veiduie and (hade we have long enjoyed, 
are both looked upon with a fort of re- 
fpect that fee ms due to fuch benefactors.
The decay of the one, or the ruin of the 
otn :., affects us with a kind of melancho- 
ly, though v\ e fliould fuftain no lofs by it. 
ih e  Dryads and the Lares of the ancients,
? 3° i ‘ °  P ™ *  of trees and houfes, were 
probably firft fuggefted by this fort o f af­
fection, which the authors o f thofe fuper- 
ftilion ^at lor fudi objects, and which 

Teemed unreafonabie, if there was nothing 
animated about tin in.

Tut, bcioi.e any thing can be the proper 
object of giatitude or refehtment, it mull 
not only be the caufe of pleafure or pain, 
i t mull likewife Le capable o f feeling them. 
Without this other quality, thofe paffions

, cannot
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V ^ g ^ ^ / in o t vent thernfelves with any fort o f f a - * ^ ^  
tisfactiou upon it. As they are excited by 
the caufes ofpleafureand pain, fo their gra­
tification confifts in retaliating thofe fenfati- 
ons upon what gaveoccafion to them; which 
it is to no purpofe to attempt upon what 
has 110 fenlibihty. Animals, therefore, are 
lels impioper objects of gratitude and re- ' 
fentment than inanimate;! objects. Tliedog 
that bites, the ox that gores, are both of them 
punUhctl. I f  they have been the caufes ofthc 
death of any perfon, neither the public, nor 
the relations o f the (lain, can be fatisfied 
tmlefs they arc put to death in their turn: 
nor is rhis meiely for the fecurity o f the 
living, but, in feme meafurc, to revenge 
the injury ot the dead. Thofe animals, 
on the contrary, that have been remark 
ably ferviceable to their maftfere, become 
,l,e objects o f a very lively gratitude. W e 

:■ fhorked at the brutality o f that officer
mentioned ,n the Turkilh Spy, who (U,. 
bed-lie horfe that had c v i .ied him a-croft 
«:i arm or the fea, left that animal ffiould 
afterwards diftmgmih feme other perfon
jny n fimilar adventure.

Bui,, though animals arc not only the 
caufes of pleafulc and pain, but arc allb ca* 
pable of feeling thofe fenlatious, they arc

p  3 m
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{till far from being compleat and perfect 
objects, either of gratitude or refentmentj 
and thole paflions ftill feel, that there is 
fomething wanting to their entire gratifi­
cation. What gratitude chiefly defires, is 
not only to make the benefactor feel plea­
sure in his turn, but to make him confcious 
that he meets with this reward on account 
of his pall conduct, to make him pleafed 
with that conduct, and to fatisfy him, 
that the perfon upon whom he bellowed 
his good offices was not unworthy of them.
What moll of all charms us in our bene­
factor, is the concord between his fenti- 
ments and our own, with regard to what 
interefts us fo nearly as the worth of our 
own character, and the elteem that is due 
to us. VV e arc delighted to find a perfon 
who values us as we value ourfelves, and 
diftinguifhes us from the reft of mankind, 
with an attention not unlike that with 
which we diftinguifh ourfelves. To main­
tain in him thefe agreeable and flattering 
fentiments, is one of the chief ends pro- 
poled by the returns we are difpofed to 
make to him. A generous mind often dif- 
dains the intcrefted thought of extorting 
new favours from its benefactor, by what

may
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Z $& y  t>e called the importunities of its gra­
titude. But to preferve and to increafe his 
efteem, is an intereft which the greateft 
mind does not think unworthy of its at­
tention. And this is the foundation of 
v/hat I formerly obferved, that when vve 
cannot enter into the motives o f our bene- 
.'mtoi, when his condubt and character 
appear unworthy of our approbation, let 
iiS fei v'lces have been ever fo great, our 

platitude is always fenfibly diminifhed.
e. aie flattered by the diftinclion; 

a.jc to pieferve the efteem of fo weak, or' 
o ds a patron, leems to be an ob-

lec . WtlICi- does not deferve to be purfued 
for its own fake. 1

The object on the contrary, which re-
lentment is chief!v J. , ucny intent upon, is not io
mud! to make our nemy feel pain in his 
tu i.„ as to make h,m confcious that he 
fu ls  it upon account of his pgft conduit,
to make him repent o f that conduft, and
to make him lenfibfc, that the perfon whom 
he injured did not deferve to be treated in 
that manner. What chiefly enrages us 
againfl: the man who injures or infujts 11s, 
is the little account which he lecrm, to inak 

. o f US, the unrcafonable preference which
P 4 lie
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x ^ S ^ w e s  to himfelf above us, and that ab- O -L i 
furd felf-love, by which he Teems to ima­
gine, that other people may be Tacrificed 
at any time, to his conveniency or his 
humour. The glaring impropriety o f 
this conduct, the grofs infolence and in- 
juftice which it Teems to involve in it, 
often fhock and exafperate us more than 
all the mifchief which we have differed. T o  
bring him back to a more juft fenfe o f what 
is due to ether people, to make him Ten- > 
iible o f what he owes us, and of the wrong 
that he has done to us, is frequently the 
principal end propofed in our revenge, 
which is always imperfect when it cannot 
accompliflt this. When our enemy ap- 
pc irs to have done us no injury, when we 
arc fenfible that he adted quite properly, 
that, in his fttuation, we thould have done 
the fame thing, and that we dtferved from 
him ad the nifchief we met w ith ; in that 
cafe, i f  we have the lead: fpark either of 
candour or juftice, we can entertain no fort
o f refentment.

Before any thing, therefore, can be the 
compleat and proper object, either oi gra­
titude or refentment, it mult pollels three 
different qualifications. Firft, it muft 
be the caufe o f pleafore in the one cafe,

and
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of pain in the other. Secondly, it muff 

be capable of feeling thofe fenfations. And, 
thirdly, it mull not only have prodi.ced 
thofe fenfations, but it mud have produced 
diem from defign, and from a delign that 
is approved or in the one cafe, and dif- 
approved of in the other. It is by the 
fiLit qualification, that any object is ca­
pable of exciting thofe paflions: it is by 
t le econd, that it is in any refpedt capable 
o gi atifying them : the third qualification 
1S ot 1 pedlary for their compleat fatisfac- 
n on , and as it gives a pleafure or pain that 
IS both cxqmfite and peculiar, it islikewtfe
an addltl°naI cxclt,ng cauftof thofe paflions.

■> w at gives pleafure or pain, there­
fore, either m one way or another, is the 
foie exciting cauih of gratitude and refent- 
ment ■, though the intentions of any per­
ron ftiould be ever fo proper and beneficent, 
on the one hand, or ever fo improper and 
malevolent on the other; yet, if he his 
failed in producing either the good or the 
evil which he intended, as one of the ex- 

■ citing caufes in wanting in both cafes, lefs 
gratitude feems due to him in the one, and 
lefs refentment in the other. And, on the 
contrary, though in the intentions of any

perfon,
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V  • ^pei-foii, there was either no laudable de­
gree of benevolence, on the one hand, or 
no blameable degree of malice on the o- 
ther, yet, if his actions fhould produce 
either great good or great evil, as one of 
the exciting caufes takes place upon both 
thefe occalions, fome gratitude is apt to 
arife towards him in the one, and fome 
refentment in the other. A  {hadow of 
merit feems to fall upon him in the fir ft, 
a fhadow of demerit in the fecond. And, 
as the confequences of actions are alto­
gether under the empire of fortune, hence 
arifes her influence upon the fentiments 
of mankind, with regard to merit and 
demerit.

C H A P. II.

O f the extent of this influence of fortune.

T H E  effect of this influence o f for­
tune  ̂ is, ffrftj t0 djminifh our fenfe 

o f the merit or demerit of thofe actions 
which arol’e from the molt laudable or 
blameable intentions, when they fail of 
producing their propofed effects: and, f>  
condly, to increale our fenfe of the merit

or
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or demerit of actions, beyond what is due 
to the motives or affections from which 
they proceed, when they accidentally give 
occaiion either to extraordinary plcafure 
or pain.

1. H r If, I fay, though the intentions 
of any perfon fhould be ever lb proper 
and beneficent, on the one hand, or ever . 
fo improper and malevolent, on the other, 
yet, if they fail in producing their effects,
Iiis merit feems imperfect in the one cafe, 
and his demerit incompleat in the other.
N°r is this irregularity of fentiment felt 
Only by thofe who arc immediately affec­
ted by the confluence of any action. It 
is felt, in feme meaiure, even by the im­
partial tpectator. The man who folicits 
an ofhee for another, without obtaining 
it, is regarded as his friend, and feems 
to deferve his love and affection. But the 
man who not only folicits, but procures 
it, is more peculiarly confide red as his pa­
tron and benefactor, and as intitled to his 
reipect and gratitude, d he perfon oblige -!, 
wc are apt to think, may, with fome t]- 
ticc, imagine himfelf on a level with the 
firif ; but wc cannot enter in his fen tit 
merits, if he does not fed himfelf inferior

to

I
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^2^540 the fecond. It is common indeed to fay, 
that we are equally obliged to the man 
who has endeavoured to ferve us, as to 
him who aftually did fo. It is the fpeech 
which we conftantly make upon every un- 
fuccefsful attempt of this k ind; but which, 
like all other fine fpeeches, muft be under- 
ftood with a grain of allowance. The fenti- 
ments which a man of generofity entertains 
for the friend who fails, may often indeed 
be nearly the fame with thofe which he 
conceives for him who fucceeds: and the 
more generous lie is, the more nearly will 
thofe fer.'timents approach to an exact level.
With the truly generous, to be beloved, 
to be efteemed by thofe whom they tliem- 
felves think worthy of efteem, gives more 
pleafurc, and thereby excites more gratitude, 
than all the advantages which they can 
ever expert from thofe fentiments. When 
they lofe thofe advantages therefore, they 
feem to lofe but a trifle, which is fcarce 
worth regarding. They flill however lofe 
fomething. Their plcafure th< -. fore, and 
confecjiiently their gratitude, is not perfect­
ly compleat: and accordingly if, between 
the friend who fails and the friend who 
fucceeds, all other circumftancts are equal,

there
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there will, even in the nobleft and the- 
beft mind, be feme little difference of affec­
tion in favour of him who fucceeds. Nay, 
fo unjuft are mankind in this refpect, that 
though the intended beneiit fhould be pro­
cured, yet if it is not procured by the 
means of a particular benefactor, they are 
ant to think that lefs gratitude is due to 
th-; man, who with the beft intentions in 
the world could do no more than help it 
a little forward. As their gratitude is in 
this cafe divided among the' different per­
sons who contributed to their pleafure, a 
fmaller lhare of it feerns due to any one.
Such a perfon, we hear men commonly fa ; , 
intended no doubt to ferve ns; and we 
really believe exerted himfelf to the utmoft 
of his abilities for that purpofe. We are 
not, however, obliged to him for this be­
nefit ; fince had it not been for the con­
currence of others, all that he could have 
done would never have brought it about.
This confideration, they imagine, fhould. 
even in the eyes of the :mpartiai fpc&a- 
tor, diminifh the debt w hich they owe to 
him. 'l  he perfon himfelf who has unfuc- 
cefsfully endeavoured to confer a benefit, 
lias by no means the lame dependency up­

on*
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On the gratitude o f the man whom he 
meant to oblige, nor the fame fenfe of his 
own merit towards him which he would 
have had in the cafe of fuccefs.

Even the merit of talents and abilities 
which fome accident has hindered from 
producing their effe&s, feems in fome mea­
sure irrfperfedi, even to thofe who are ful­
ly convinced of their capacity to produce 
them. The general who has been hinder­
ed by the envy of mimfters from gaining 
fome great advantage over the enemies o f 
bis country, regrets the lofs of the oppor­
tunity for ever after. Nor is it only upon 
account of the public that he regrets it. He 
laments that he was hindered from per­
forming an action which would have ad­
ded a new luftre to his character in his 
own eyes, as well as in thofe of every o- 
tlier perfon. It fatisfies neither himfelf 
nor others to refledt that the plan or defign 
was all that depended on him, that no 
great r capacity was required to execute it 
than what was neceflary to conceit it : 
that he was allowed to be every way ca­
pable of executing it, and that had he 
1 en permitted to go on, fuccefs was infal­
lible. He ftill did not execute it ;  and 

3 though
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though he might deferve all the approba­
tion which is due to a magnanimous and 
great defign, he flill wanted the aCtuai me­
rit of having performed a great action.
To take the management of any affair of 
public concern from the man who has al- 
moft brought it to a conclufion, is regard­
ed as the molt invidious injuftice. As he 
had done fo much, he fhould, we think, 
have been allowed to acquire the compleat 
merit of putting an end to it. It was ob­
jected to PompeVi that he came in upon 
the victories of Lucullus, and gathered 
thofe laurels which were due to the fortune 
and valour of another. The glory of Lu- 
cullus, it feems, was lefs compleat even in 
the opinion of his own friends, when he 
was not permitted to finifh that conqucit 
w hich his conduCt and courage had put in 
the power of almoft any man to finifh. It 
mortifies an architect when his plans are 
either not executed at all, or when they 
are fo far altered as to fpoil the effeCt of 
the building. The plan, however, is all 
that depends upon the architect. The 
whole of Ins genius is, to good judges, as 
comphatly dilcovered in that as in the ac­
tual execution. But a plan eiccs not, even

to
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to the moft intelligent, give the fame plea- 
fare as a noble and magnificent building.
They may difcover as much both o f tafte 
and genius in the one as in the other. But 
their effe&s are ftill vaftly different, and 
the amufement derived from the firft, ne­
ver approaches to the wonder and admi­
ration which are fometunes excited by the 
fecond. W e may believe of many men, 
that their talents are fuperior to thofe of 
Cadar and Alexander ; and that in the fame 
fituations they would perform ftill greater 
a£tions. In the mean time, however, we 
do not behold them with that aftonifli- 
ment and admiration with which thofe two 
heroes have been regarded in all ages and na­
tions. The calm judgments of the mind may 
approve of them more, but they want the 
fplendor of great actions to dazzle and tranf- 
portit. The fuperiority of virtues and talents 
have not, even upon thofe who .acknowledge 
that fuperiority, the fame effect with the 
fuperiority of achievements.

As the merit of an unfuccelsful attempt 
to do good feems thus, in the eyes of un­
grateful mankind, to be diminifhed by the 
mifearriage, fo does likevvife the demerit of 
an unfuccelsful attempt to do evil. The

defign
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.,,rQM,g.' to commit a crime, how clearly fo- v 
cvei it in ay be proved, is fcarce ever pu- 
ni(lied with the fame feverity as the actual 
commiffioxi o f it. The cafe of treafon 
13. FeiJiaPs the only exception. That 
crime immediately affe&ing the being of 
the government itfelf, the government is 
naturally more jealous o f it than of any 
other. In the pumlhment o f treafon the ' 
fovereign refents the injuries which are 
immediately done to him felf: in tjie pu 
ni/lmient of other crimes, he refents thofe 
which are done to other men. It is his 
own refentment which he indulges iu the 
one cale : it is that of his fubjects which 
by fympathy lie enters into in the other 
In the firft cale, therefore, as he judges in 
Ids own caufe, he is very apt to be . more 
violent and fangumary in his punilhments 
than the impartial ipeftator can approve 
of- H1S refentment too rifes here upon 
fmaller occafions, and does not always as 
in other cafes, wait for the perpetration of 
the crime, or even for the attempt to com­
mit it. A  treafonable concert, tho’ nothing 
has been done, or even attempted in con- 
fequence of it, nay, a treafonable con\ cr- 
fation, in many countries ptmifhed in

the
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fame manner as the a£tual commiffion 
o f treafon. W ith regard to all other 
crimes, the mere defign, upon which no 
attempt has followed, is feldom punilhed 
at all, and is never punilhed feverely. A  
criminal defign, and a criminal action, it 
may be faid indeed, do not neceffarily fup- 
pofe the fame degree o f depravity, and 
ought not therefore to be fubjected to the 
fame punifhment. W e are capable, it 
may be faid, of refolving, and even of 
taking meafures to execute, many things 
which, when it comes to the point, we feel 
onrfelves altogether incapable o f execu­
ting- But this reafon can have no place 
when the defign has been carried the 
length o f the laft attempt. The man, 
however, who fires a piftol at his enemy, 
but milfes him, is punilhed with death by 
the laws o f fcarce any country. By the 
old law o f Scotland, tho’ he fhould wound 
him, yet, unlefs death enfues within a cer­
tain time, the aflafiine is not liable to the 
laft punifhment. The refentment of man­
kind, however, rufis fo high againft this 
crime, their terror for the man who fhows 
him If capable o f committing it is fo 
great, that the mere attempt to commit it

ought
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^^oE ip it in all countries to be capital. The 
attempt to commit fmaller crimes is almoft 
always punifhed very lightly, and fome- 
times is not punifhed at all. The thief, 
yriiofe hand has been caught in his neigh­
bour’s pocket before he had taken any 
thing out o f it, is punifned with ignominy 
only. I f  he had got time to take away an 

• handkerchief, he would have been put to 
death. The houfe-breaker, who has been 
found fetting a ladder to his neighbour’s 
window, but had not got into it, is not 
cxpofed to the capital punifhment. The at­
tempt to ravifh is not punilhed as a rape.
The attempt to feduce a married woman is 
not pimilhed at all, tho’ fedudtion is pu­
nched feverely. Our relentment againfl 
the perfon who only attempted to do a mif- 
chief is feldom fo ftrong as to hear us out 
in inflidting the fame puniihment upon 
him which we Ihould have thought due 
i f  he had actually done it. In the one 
cafe, the joy o f our deliverance alleviates 
our fen lb o f the atrocity ot his conduct; in 

„ the other, the grief for our misfortune in- 
creafes it. His real demerit, however, is 
undoubtedly the fame in both caies, fmce 
his intentions were equally crim inal, and

2 there
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5 there is in this reflect, therefore, an irre­
gularity in the fentiraents of all men, and 
a consequent relaxation of difcipline in the 
laws of, I believe, all nations, of the moft 
civilized, as well as of the moft barbarous. 
The humanity of a civilized people dif- 
pofes them either to difpenfe with, or to mi­
tigate punifhments wherever their natural 
indignation is not goaded on by the confe- 
quences.of the crime. Barbarians, on the 
other hand, when no actual confequencc 
has happened from any action, are not 
apt to be very delicate or inquiiitive about 
the motives.

The perfon himfelf who either from 
raflion, or from the influence of bad com­
pany, has refolved, and perhaps taken 
meafures to perpetrate fome crime, but who 
has fortunately been prevented by an acci­
dent which put it out. of his power, is fure, 
i f  he has any remains of confcience, to re­
gard this event all his life after as a great and 
fignal deliverance. He can never think of 
it without returning thanks to Heaven for 
having been thus, gracioufly pleafed to lave 
hi.ri from the guilt into which lie was juft 
ready to plunge himfelf, and to hinder him 
from rendering all the reft of his life a

feene

O/’ M e r it  and D e m e r it . Part II.



fcene of horror, remorfe, and repentance.
But tho his hands are innocent, lie is con- 
fcious that his heart is equally guilty as if  
lie had actually executed what he was Co 
fully xefolved upon. It gives great eale to 
his confcience, however, to confider that 
the crime was not executed, tho’ he knows 
t ‘tat thê  failure arole from no virtue in 
-inn. lie  Hill coniiders himfelf as Ids de­
serving of punifhment and refentment; and 
this good fortune either diminilhes, or 
takes away altogether, all fenfe' o f guilt.

o remember how much he was refolved 
upon it, has no other effect than to make
r w  1C .̂aR b*s e ĉape as the greater and 
~ r UlT : for he m  fancies that 
the d Clpet ’ and he ,ooks batk upon
was t r ; v °  -t 11?  i,is
o n e w h ^  ' ,Wk ' tKat * « « * . with which
he, he 1 *" I ,tty may reniem-

c hazai'd he "  in of fallim - over a
^ .  .-dlhodder w i*  KorroS at thc

2. rhe fecond effect of.this iuBacnce of 
fortune u  to U ltr a *  our fenfe of the 
nt or dement of action, beyond what is 
due to the motives or affection from which 
they proceed, when they happen to me 

c u  occaiion
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x - occafion to extraordinary pleafure or pain.
The agreeable or difagreeable effects of the 

- action often throw a fhadow of merit or 
demerit upon the agent, tho’ in his inten­
tion there was nothing that deferved either 
praife or blame, or at lead that deferved 
them in the degree in which we are apt to 
beftow them. Thus, even the meffenger 
of bad news is difagreeable to us, and, on 
the contrary, we teel a fort of gratitude for 
the man who brings us good tidings. For 
a moment we look upon them both as the 
authors, the one of our good, the other of 
our bad fortune, and regard them in fome 
meafure as it they had really brought about 
the events which they only give an account 
of. The firft author of our joy is natural­
ly the object of a tranfitory gratitude : we 
embrace him with warmth and affection, 
and fhould be glad, during the inftant of 
our profperity, to reward him as for fome 
fignal ii i vice. By the cuftom of all courts, 
the officer, who brings the news of a vic­
tory, is in titled to confiderabk preferments, 
and the general always chufes one of his 
principal favourites to go upon fo agree­
able an errand. The firft author of our . 
r  * row is, on the contrary, juft as natural-

• ly
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the object of a tranfitory refentment.
\\re can fcarce avoid looking upon him 
with chagrine and uneafinefs; and the 
rude and brutal are apt to vent upon him 
diat ipleen which his intelligence gives oc- 
cafion to. Tigranes, King of Armenia, 
h~ uck oft the head o f the man who brought 
him the firft account o f the approach o f a 
ormidable enemy. T o  pumfh in this 

manner the author o f bad tidings, feems 
aibarous and inhuman: yet, to reward 

t ie mefienger of good ne ws, is not difagree- 
f  e t0 Us5 Wc think it fu it able to the 

®tmty of kings. But why do we make 
U s ci.rejence, lince, if  there is no fault 
m tie  one, neither is there any merit 
in ic 01 ier ? It is becaufe any fort of 
leafon feems fufficicnt to authorize’'the ex- 
ei 101 Oi the focial and benevolent aftec- 

ons, but it requires the molt folid and

Z  anrtlal Z  make 118 Cnter into that ofthe unfoetal and malevolent.

• B o th° i n Sencral we are averfe to enter 
imo the unlocial and malevolent affe&ions, 
tho we lay it down for a rule that we 
ought never to approve o f their gratifica­
tion unlefs fo far as the malicious and un- 
juii intention of the perfon, againft whom

0^.4 they
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they are directed, renders him their proper 
object s yet, upon fome occalions, we relax 
of this feverity. When the negligence of 
one man has occafioned fome unintended 
damage to another, we generally enter fo ‘ 
far into the refentment of the fufferer, as 
to approve of his inflicting a punifhment 
upon the offender much beyond what the 
offence would have appeared to defervc, 
had to fuch unlucky confequence followed 
from it.

There is a degree of negligence, which 
would appear to deferve fome chaftife­
rment tho’ it Ihould occafion no damage fo 
anybody. Thus, if  a perfon fhould throw 
a large done over a wall into a public 
ftreet without giving warning to thole who 
might be palling by, and v ithout regard­
ing where it was likely to fall, he would 
undoubtedly defervc fome chaftifement. A  
very accurate police would punifli io ab- 
furd an adtion, even tho’ it had done no 
mifehief. The peifon who has been guilty 
of it, fhows an infolent contempt of the 
happinefs and fifety of others. There is 
real injuftice in his conduct. He wanton­
ly expofes his neighbour to what no man 
in his denies would chufe to expole himfelf,

and
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• ' a!ad evidently wants that fenle of what is 
due to his fellow creatures which is’ the ba­
ils Ox juft ice and of fociety. Grofs negli- 
geiice therefore is, in the law, faid to be hi- * 
molt equal to malicious defign *. When 
~ny unlucky confequences happen from 
UC 1 c^relefsnefs, the perfon who has been 

guilty of it is often punilhed as if  he had 
jea y intended thole confequences; and

and C° Uf  Wld(dl was only thoughtlefs
chart-;1”  ° ent> . and w *iat deferved fome 
; nd *S conddered as atrocious,
'T,ju S-f la. e to d ie levered: punifhment. 
xnentioVp 1  ̂ * le impendent action above 
man h / * -  f  . l!louId accidentally kill a 
tries' t'°5 , y , tbe *aws many coun- 
Lnd S  ,,C”  ar 7 by tlle old law of Scot- 
tho* this isS °  f 1C, laft pnnllkment. And 

ot a oV T  Ubt eXCeffivdy l'evere> it is

& "c fo"? & &S2&&
with the unfort „  1ympathy

“ Ultimate fufterer. Nothino-
••owtv' r woo|d appear more (hockin- t°

■ our natural fenle o f equity, than to b n n l
a man to the fcaffold merely for having

* Lata culpa prope dolum eft, °

thrown
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' thrown a hone carelefsly into the ftreet 
without hurting any body. The folly and 
inhumanity of his conduct, however, would 
in this cafe be the fame ; but ftill our fen- 
timents would be very different. The con- , 
lideration of this difference may fatisfy us 
how much the indignation, even of the 
fpectator, is apt to be animated by the 
actual confequencesof the action. In cafes 
of this kind there will, if  I am not mif- 
taken, be found a great degree of feverity 
in the laws of almoft all nations; as I have 
already obferved that in thofe of an op- 
pofite kind there was a very general re­
laxation of difcipline.

There is another degree of negligence 
which does not involve in it any fort of in- 
juflice. The perfon who is guilty of it 
treats his neighbour as he treats himfelf, 
means no harm to any body, and is far 
from entertaining any infolent contempt 
for the fafet)*and happinefs of others. He 
is not, however, fo careful and circumfpett 
in his ccmdudt as he o ght to be, and de- 
ferves upon this account fome degree of 
blame and cenfure, but no fort of punifh- 
tnent. Yet if by a negligence b of this kind

h Culpa levis.
* . he

' g°^x  f
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' -he lliould occafion fome damage to an­
other perfon, he is by the laws of, I be­
lieve, all countries, obliged to compenfate 
it. And though this is no doubt a real 
punii ament, and what no mortal would
have thought of inili&ing upon him, had
it̂  not been for tire unlucky accident which 
his conduct gave occafion to > yet this de- 
ciflon of the law is approved of by the na­
tural fentiments of all mankind. Nothing,
vve Lâ n'^ can be more juft than that one 
man lhouid not fuffer by the careleifnefs of 
anothei ; and that the damage occafioned 
>y > amt able negligence lhouid be made up 
y the perfon who was guilty of it.

1  here is another fpecies of negligencec, *
V . h Conflfts merely in a want o f the niolt 
anxious timidity and circumlpe&ion, with 
tegard to all the poflible confequences of 
ou. ac ions. I  he want o f this painful at­
tention, when no bad confequences follow 
irom it is lo far from being regarded as 
blameable that the contrary quality is ra- 
tner confalered as fuch. That timid circum- 
fpedhon which is ifraid  of every thing is 
never regarded as a virtue, but'' as a qua­
lity which more than any other incapacitates 

* Culpa leviffinaa,
for
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aaion and bufinefs. Yet when, from 
a want of this exceifive care, a perlon hap­
pens to occafion fome damage to another, 
he is often by the law obliged to compen- 
fate it. Thus, by the Aquilian law, the 
man, who not being able to manage a 
horfe that had accidentally taken fright, 
fliould happen to ride down his neighbour’s 
have, is obliged to compenfate the damage.
When an accident of this kind happens, 
we are apt to think that he ought not to 
have rode fuch a horfe, and to regard his 
attempting it ak an unpardonable levity; 
though without this accident we Ihould 
not only have made no fuch reflection, but 
fhould have regarded his refufing it as the 
effect of timid weaknefs, and of an an­
xiety about merely poflible effects, which 
it is to no purpofe to be aware of. The 
perfon himfelf, who by an accident even of 
this kind has involuntarily hurt another, 
feems to have fome fenfe of his own ill de- 
fert, with regard to him. He naturally 
ra Us up to the fufferer to exprefs his con­
cern for wlnt has happened, and to make 
every acknowledgment in his powei. I f  
he has any fenfibility, he neceffarily defiles 
to compenfate the damage, and to do eveiy

thing
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xj^^hffjg he can to appeafe that animal refent- 

ment, which he is fenfible will be apt to 
arife in the brcaft of the fufferer. To make 
no apology, to offer no atonement, is re­
garded as the higheft brutality. Yet why 
fhould he make an apology more than any 
other perfon? W hy fhould he, fince he 
was equally innocent with any other by- 
ftander, be thus iingled out from among 
all mankind, to make up for the bad for­
tune of another ? This tafk would furely 
nevei be impofed upon him, did not even 
trie impartial fpeefator feel fome indul­
gence for what may be regarded as the un­
juft refentment of that other.

C H A P .  in .

Of the final caufe of this irregularity of 
fentirnents.

SU C H is the effect of the good or bad 
conlequences of a&ions upon the fen- 

timents both of the perfon who performs 
them, and of others 5 and thus, fortune, 
which governs the world, has fume influ­
ence where we fhould be leaft willing tc> 
allow her any, and direffs in fome mea-

fure
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fare the fentiments o f mankind, with re­
gard to the charafter and conduct both of 
themielves and -others. That the world ’ 
judges by the event, and not by the defign, 
has been in all ages the complaint, and is 
the great difeouragement of virtue. Every 
body agrees to the general maxim, that 
as the event docs not depend c;j the agent, 
it ought to have ro  influence upon our 
fentiments, with regard to the merit or 
propriety of his conduC. But when v> e 
come to particulars, we find that our fen­
timents are fcarce in any one inftance ex­
actly conformable to what this equitable 
maxim would direC. The happy or un- 
profperous event of any action, is not on­
ly apt to give us a good or bad opinion of 
the prudence with which it was conduc­
ed, but aimed always too animates ©in­
gratitude or refentment, our ienfe of the 
merit or demerit of the defign.

Nature, however, when the implanted 
the feeds of this irregularity in the human 
bread, feems, as upon all other occafions, 
to have intended the happinefs and perfec­
tion of the fpecies. I f  the hurtfulnds of 
the defign, if the malevolence of the affec­
tion, were alone the caufcs which excit­

ed
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cd our refcntment, we fliould feel all the 
furies of that pafiion againft any perfon 
in whole bread: we fufpected or believed 
Inch defigns or affections were haboured, 
though they had never broke out into any 
action. Sentiments, thoughts, intentions, 
would become the objects o f punifhment j 
and if  the indignation o f mankind run as 
high againft them as againft actions ; if  
the bafenefs of the thought which had 
given birth to no action, feemed in the 
cyes die world as much to call aloud 
for vengeance as the bafenefs o f  the action, 
cveiy c° Uit ° f  judicature would become 
a real i aquintion. There would be no 
u-k ty 0̂1 die moft innocent and circum- 
f'pect conduct. Bad wifhes, bad view's, 
bad ddigns, might ftill be fufpected ; and 
w  nle thefe excited the lame indignation 
with bad conduct, while bad intentions 
were as much refented as bad actions they 
would equally expofe the perfon to punifh- 
ment and rcientrnent. Actions therefore 
which either produce a&ual evil, or at­
tempt to produce ir, and thereby put us 
in the immediate fear of it, are by the au­
thor of liatuie rendered the only proper 
and approved objects of human punilh- 

, ment *)
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X" :r ' ife n t  and refentmcnt. Sentiments, defigns, 
affections, though it is from thefe that ac­
cording to cool realon human actions derive 
their whole merit or demerit, are placed by 
the great Judge of hearts beyond the li­
mits of everv human jurifdiction, and are 
referved for the cognizance of his own un­
erring tribunal. That neceffary rule of 
juftice, therefore, that men in this life are 
liable to punithment for their actions on­
ly, not for their defigns and intentions, is 
founded upon this lalutary and ufeful ir­
regularity in human fentiments concern­
ing merit or .demerit, which at fuff fight 
appears fo ablurd and unaccountable. But 
every part of nature, when attentively 
fur v eyui, equally canon fixates the provi­
dential care ot its author, and we may ad­
mire the wildom and goodnefs of God 
even in the weaknefs and folly of men.

Nor is that irregularity of fentiments 
altogether without, its utility, by which 
the merit of an unfuco fsful attempt to 
fe rve, and much more that of nicer good 
inclinations and kind withes, appears to be 
imperfect. Man was made for action, and 
to promote by the exertion of his faculties 
fuch quangos in the external circumftanccs

both

\
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both of himfeif and others, as may feem 
moil favourable to the happinefs o f all. 
l ie  muff not be fatisfied with indolent be­
nevolence, nor fancy himfeif the friend of 
mankind, becaufe in his heart he willies 
web to the profperity of the world. That 
le may call forth the whole vigour of his 
ou ? an-  ̂ ft tain every nerve, in order to.

.-10^  eilds which it is the purpofe 
o. us being to advance, nature has taught 
1 neither himfeif nor mankind can
f  fu,1y fatlsfied with his conduft, nor be- 

‘  ° .  ̂  UP °“  ft the full meafui e o f applaufe, 
unlefs he has actually produced them. He 
is ma le to know, that the praife of good 
intention*, without the merit o f good of-

bf  but of little avail to excite 
1 r ie loudeft acclamations of the 

world, or even the higheft degree o f felf- 
applame. The man who has performed 
no Angle action of importance, but whofe 
whole converfation and deportment exnrefs 
^ie jufteft, the noblelC and moftgenerous 
fenttments, can be intitled to demand no 
very high reward, even tho’ his inutility 
fliould be owing to nothing but the want 
of an opportunity to ferve. We can Hill 
refufc it him without blame. We can 

R ltill
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afk him, W hat have you done ? W hat 
actual fervice can you produce, to intitle 
you to fo great a recompence ? W e efleem 
you, and love you 5 but we owe you no­
thing. T o  reward indeed that latent vir­
tue which has been ufelefs only for want o f 
an opportunity to ferve, to bellow upon it 1 
thofe honours and preferments which, tho* 
in feme mcafure it may be faid to deferve 
them, it could not with propriety have in­
filled upon, is the effect of the moll divine 
benevolence. T o  punilh, on the contrary, 
for the affections o f the heart only, where 
nq crime has been committed, is the moll 
infoient and barbarous tyranny. The be­
nevolent affections feem to deferve moll 
praife, when they do not wait till it be­
comes almoft a crime for them not to exert 
themfelves. The malevolent, on the con­
trary, can fcarce be too tardy, too flow or 
deliberate.

It is even o f ufe that the evil which is 
done without defign fhould be regarded as 
a misfortune to the doer as well as to the 
fuffercr. Man is thereby taught to reve­
rence the happincls o f his brethren, to 
Irenib.. left he fnould, even unknowingly, 
do any thing that can hurt them, and to

dread
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*]lCa(J that animal refentment which he 
(•cels is ready to bui lt out againft him, if  he 
iliould without cjefign be the unhappy ins­
trument of their calamity.

Not w ith It an ding, however, all thefe 
eeuing megularities o f fentiment, i f  man 

oiouai unfortunately either give occafion to 
. 10 L CV1 s which he did not intcocl, or fail 
111 d‘ 0ClUclng that good which he intended,
11 atute las not left his innocence altogether 
' Vlt K ,lt coufolation, nor hit virtue alto- 

without reward. He then calls to 
\ls affittance that juft and equitable ma- 
Xuri> that thofe events which did not de~
1 "iid upon our conduit ought not to di- 
mnilh the efteem that is due to us. He 

Summons up his whole magnanimity and 
hrmnefs of foul, and ftrives to regard him- 
lelf, not in the light in which he at prefent 
appears, but in that in which he ought to 
appear, in which he would have appeared 
h.m his generous defigns been crowned 
XVith fuccefs, and in which he would ftill 
Nh- 1 notwithftapdirjg their mifearriage,
- Sentiments 6 f mankind were either 

ca-:|hd and equitable, 01 even 
ninrp ' with themfelves. The

CU 1 ail(i humane part of mankind 
K  2 inthely

r
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v -: intirely go along with the effort which he 

thus makes to fuppoft himfelf in his own 
opinion. They exert their whole genera­
lity and greatnefs of mind, to correct in 
themfelves this irregularity o f human na­
ture, and endeavour to regard his unfor­
tunate magnanimity in the fame light in 
which, had it been fuccefsful, they would, 
without any fuch generous exertion, have 
naturally been difpofed to confider it.

P A R T
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c o n c / r dati0tl OUr judgm ents
conclnfl111? °j r °Wn êntiments and 

* arhd ° f the fenfe of duty.
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fcioufnefs of merited praife or* 

blame. .

IN the
courfe t°  if0re^0*” S  parts o f this dif- 

0l'igm aud fn aVf  ,chiefly confidered the 
concerning tu UJ? a;i°n ° f  our judgments 
°thers4 j  entl*nents and condud of 
gin. of thofe r ^ C no?v to c°nlider the ori-

f  The defire of the*1" 5  ° ? f  ? Wn'
. thofe vve j:v Approbation and elfeem
importance to \ J w ^cK is of fo much 
; u%  and imirei ° Ul baPP*nefs, cannot be 

° urielvts th'^‘ Cnntente^ but by render** 
thofe fcntiujenJ '  - u !-' and proper objeds of 
charade, and e r s ^  ^y adJufting °ur own 
rneafures and rtV -U?  W ording to thofe 
approbation arp °  >y wbich efteem and 

naturally beftowed. It is
^  3 " not
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not fufficient, that from ignorance or mif- 
ta’ke, efteem and approbation fhould fome 
way or other be bellowed upon us. I f  we 
are confcious that we do not deferve to be 
fo favourably thought of, and that, if  the 
truth was known, we fhould be regarded 
with very oppofite fentiments, our fatisfac- 
tion is far from being complete. The man 
who applauds us either for actions which 
we did not perform, or for motives which 
had no fort of influence upon our conduct, 
applauds not us, but another perfon. We 
can derive no fort o f fatisfadtion from his 
praifes. To us they fhould be more mor­
tifying than any cenfure, and fhould per­
petually call o our minds, the molt hum­
bling o f all reflexions, the reflexion upon 
what we ought to be, but what we are not,
A  woman who paints to conceal her ugli- 
n e f , could derive, one fhould imagine, but 
littie eanity from the compliments that are 
paid to her beauty. Thefe, we fhould ex­
pert ought rather to put her in mind of the 
fentiments which her real complexion would 
excite, and mortify her the more by the 
on trafl. T o  be plea fed with inch ground- 
lefs applaufe is a proof o f the moft fuper- 
ficial levity and weaknels. It is what is

properly

r S  t
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- r: properly called vanity, and is the founda­

tion of the moft ridiculous and contempti­
ble vices, the vices of affectation and com­
mon ly in g ; follies’ which, if  experience 
did not teach us how common they are, 
one fhould imagine the leaft fpark of com­
mon fenfe would fave us from.- The fool- 
ifh lyar, who endeavours to excite the ad­
miration of the company by the ielation 
o f adventures which never had any exil- 
tence, the important coxcomb who gives 
himfelf airs of rank and diftin&ion which 
he well knows he has no juft pretentions 
to, are both of them, no doubt, pleafed with 
the applaufe which they fancy they meet 
with. But their vanity arifes from ft. grofs 
an illufion of the imagination, that it is diffi­
cult to conceive how any rational creature 
fhould be impofed upon by it. VV hen tney 
place themfelves in the lituation of thoje 
whom they fancy they have deceived, they are 
ftruck with the higheft admiration for their 
own pcrfotis. They look upon themfelves, 
not in that light in which, they know, they 
°ugOL to appear to their companions, but 

.in that in winch they believe their compa­
nions actually look upon them. Their fu- 
jperficiol weaknels and trivial folly hinder 

R  4 them
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from ever turning their eyes inwards, 
or from feeing themfelves in that defpi- 
cable point o f view in which their own 
confciences Ihould tell them that they 
would appear to every body, i f  the real 
truth Ihould ever come to be known.

As ignorant and groundlefs praife can 
give no folid joy, no fatisfadlion that will 
bear any ferious examination, fo; on the 
contrary, it often gives real comfort to re- 
fledl, that tho’ no praife fliould actually be 
bellowed upon us, our condufl, however, 
has been fuch as to deferve it, and has 
been in every refpedl fuitable to thofe mea- 
fures and rules by which praife and appro­
bation are naturally and commonly bellow­
ed. W e are pleafed not only with praife, 
but with having done what is praife- 
worthy. We are pleafed to think that we 
have rendered ourfelves the natural, objects 
o f approbation, though no approbation 
Ihould ever actually be bellowed upon us x 
and we are mortified to refle£t that we 
have jullly incurred the Ifame o f thofe 
we live with, though that fentimerit 
Ihould never aclually be exerted againll us.
The man who is confcious to himlelf that 
he has exactly obferved thofe meafures of

conduct

T ^ C
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Conduct which experience informs him are 
generally agreeable, reflects with fatisfac- 
tion on the propriety o f his own behaviour; 
when he views it in the light in which the 
impartial fpeclator would view it, he 
thoroughly enters into all the motives which 
influenced it j lie looks hack upon every 
pai t oi it with plealure and approbation, 
and tho mankind fhould never be acquaint- 
ed with what lie has done, he regards him-
felf not fo much according to the light in
winch they actually regard him, as accord- 
ing to that, in which they would regard 
lum d they were better informed. He an­
ticipates the applaufe and admiration which 
m tins cafe would be bellowed upon him, 
and he applauds and admires himfelf by 
fympathy with fentiments which do not 
indeed actually take place, but which the 
l^noiance of the public alone hinders from 
a l^aceJ which he knows are the na­

tural and ordinary effects of fuch conduct, 
viucti itis imagination ftrongly contacts 
with it and which he has acquired a 

/ ol conceiving as fomethmg that 
naturally and in propriety ought to 
how from n. Men have often volum 
tanly thrown away life to acquire after 

. * death
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a renown which they could no 

longer enjoy. Their imagination, in the 
mean time, anticipated that fame which was 
thereafter to be bellowed upon them. Thofe 
applaufes which they were never to hear 
rung in their ears. The thoughts of that 
admiration, whole effects they were never* 
to feel, played about their hearts, baniflied 
from their breafts the flron'geff of all natu­
ral fears, and tranfported them to perform 
actions which feem alrnolt beyond the reach 
o f human nature. But in point of reality, 
there is furely no great difference between 
that approbation which is not to be be­
llowed till we can no longer enjoy it, and 
that which indeed is never to be bellowed, 
but which would be bellowed if the world 
was ever made tc underhand properly the 
real circumllances of our behaviour. I f  
the one often produces fuch violent effects, 
v/e cannot wonder that the other fhould 
always be highly regarded.

On the contrary, the man who has broke 
thro’ all thofe meafures of conduct, which 
can alone render him agreeable to man- 

. kind, tho’ he fhould have the moll perfect 
affurance that what he had done was for­
ever to be concealed from every humaa eye,

it
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Xv -  all to no purpofe. When he looks back 

upon it, and views it in the light in which 
the impartial fpeclator would view it,he finds 
that he can enter into none o f the motives 
which influenced it. He is abafhed and 
confounded at the thoughts o f it, and ne- 
ceflarily feels a very high degree of that 
fhame which he would be expofed to, if  his 
actions fhould ever come to be generally 
known. His imagination, in this cafe too, 
anticipates the contempt and derifion from 
which nothing faves him but the ignorance 
o f thofe he lives with. He {fill feels that 
he is the natural object o f thefe lentiments, 
and if ill trembles at the thought o f what 
he would fuffer if they were ever acfuallv 
exerted againft him. But if  what he had 
been guilty of was not meerly one o f thofe 
1 in proprieties .which arc the objects o f Am­
ple disapprobation, but one of thofe enor­
mous crimes which excite deteftation and 
jefentnient, he could never think of it, as 

as he had any fenfibility left, without 
^  mg ah the agony of horror and Iremorte 

811 * °  coukl be aflhred that no man
was c\u  to know it, and could even brine 
mm ltlf to believe that iheie was no God ®

l'cvcnge
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revenge it, he would {till feel enough o f  
both thefe fentiments to embitter the whole 
of his life : He would {fill regard himfelf as 
the natural objeCt of the hatred and indig­
nation of all his fellow-creatures; and i f  
his heart was not grown callous by rhe ha­
bit of crimes, he could not think without 
terror and aftonifiiment even of the man­
ner, in which mankind would look upon 
him, o f what would be the expreflion o f 
their countenance and of their eyes, i f  die 
dreadful truth fhould ever come to be 
known. Thefe natural pangs of ah afrighted 
confcience are the daemons, the avenging fu­
ries which in this life haunt the guilty, which 
allow them neither quiet nor repofe, which 
often drive them to defpair and diffraction* 
from which no affiirance of fecrecy can 
protect them, from which no principles of 
irreligion can entirely deliver them, and 
from which nothing can free them but the 
vileft and molt abject of all ftates, a com­
plex  infenfibility to honour and infamy, to 
vice and virtue. Men of the molt deteil- 
able characters, who, in the execution of 
the molt dreadful crimes, had taken their 
meafures fo coolly as to avoid even the fuf- 
picion of guilt, have feme times been driver*

by
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the horror of their fituation, to difeover 

of their own accord, what no human faga- 
city could ever have invefligated. By ac­
knowledging their guilt, by fubmitting 
themfelves to the refentment o f their of­
fended citizens, and by thus fatiating that 
vengeance o f which they were fenfible that 
they were become the proper objects, they 
hoped by their death to reconcile themfelves, 
at leaft in their own imagination, to the 
natural fentiments of mankind, to be able 
to ccnfider themfelves as lefs worthy of 
hatred and refentment, to attone in fome 
meafure for their crimes, and, i f  pofiible, 
to die in peace and with the forgivenefs of 
all their fellow-creatures. Compared to 
what they felt before the difcovery, even 
the thought of this, it Terns, was happi- 
nefs,

S E C T ,  II,

In what manner our own judgments re* 
fer to what ought to be the judgments o f 
others: And of the origin of general rules.

A  Great part, perhaps the greateft part 
° t  human huppinefs and mifery 

a ’ ues from the view of our pall conduct,
"•d from the degree of approbation or dit-

appro-
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approbation which we*feel from the confide- 
ration of it. But in whatever manner it may 
affect us, our fentiments of this kind have 
always fome fecret reference either to what 
are., or to what upon a certain condition 
would be, or to what we imagine ought to be 
the fentiments of others. We examine it as 
we imagine an impartial fpedtator would 
examine it. I f  upon placing ourfelves in his 
iituation we thoroughly entei into all the 
paflions and motives which influenced it, 
we approve of it by fympathy with the ap­
probation of this fuppofed equitable judge.
I f  other wife, we enter into his difapproba- 
tion and condemn it.

Was it poflible that a hurftan creature 
could grow up to manhood in fome folitaiy 
place without any communication with bis 
own fpecies, lie could no more think of his 
own character, of the propriety or demerit 
o f his own lentiments and conduct, of the 
beauty or deformity of his own mind, than 
o the beauty or deformity oi his own face.
Ail thefe aie obje£!s which he cannot 
tafily fee, which naturally he does not look 
at, and upon which he is provided with no 
m inor to enable him to turn his eyes.
Bring hen into ibciety, and he is imme- 

,  diately
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dlately provided with the mirror which he 
wanted before. It is placed in the coun­
tenance and behaviour of thofe he lives with, 
which always mark when they enter into, 
and when they difapprove of his lenti- 
ments j and it is here that he fir ft views the 
propriety and impropriety of his own paf- 
fions, the beauty and deformity of his ov. n 
mind. To a man who from his birth was 
a ftranger to fociety, the objects of his 
paflions, the external bodies which either 
pleafed or hurt him, would occupy his 
whole attention. The paflions themfelves, 
the defires or averfions, the joys or forrows 
which thofe objects excited, tho or all 
things the moft immediately prefent to him, 
could fcarce ever be the objects of his 
thoughts. The idea of them could never in* 
to re ft him fo much as to call upon his atten­
tive confideration. The confideration of his 
joy could in him excite no new joy, nor that 
oi his forrow any new forrow, tho the con- 
lideration of the caufes of thofe paflions 
Jnight often excite both. Bring him into 
fociety, and all his own paflions will im­
mediately become the caufes of new pul- 
^ °n - He will obferve that mankind gp- 
FloVe fome of them and are difgufted

by N
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*/by otlici He will be elevated in the, one ^  
cafe, and call: down in the other ; his de­
fires and averfions, his joys and forrowa 
w ill now often become the caufes o f new 
defires and new averfions, new joys and 
new forrows : they will now therefore in- 
tereft him deeply, and often call upon his 
moll attentive confideration.

T o  be amiable and to be meritorious* 
that is, to deferve love and to deferve re­
ward, are the great characters o f virtue, and 
the contrary of vice. But both thefe cha­
racters have an immediate reference to the 
fentiments c f  others. Virtue is not faid 
to be amiable or to be meritorious, becaufe 
it is the object o f its own love or o f its 
own gratitude, but becaufe it excites thole 
fentiments in other men. The confciouf- 
nefs that it is the object o f fuch favourable 
regards is the fource o f that inward tran­
quillity and felf-fatisfaction with which it 
is naturally attended, as the fufpicion o f 
.the contrary gives cctafion to the torments 
o f vice. W hat fo great happinefs, as to be 
beloved, and to know that we deferve to 
be beloved ? What fo great mifery, as to bo 
hated, and to know that we deferve to be 
hated ?

T o
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T o  judge o f ourfelves as we judge o f 
others, to approve and condemn in our­
felves what we approve and condemn in 
others, is the greateft exertion o f candour 
and impartiality. In order to do this, we 
muft look at ourfelves with the fame eyes 
with which we look at others: we muft 
imagine ourfelves not the aCtors, but the 
ipeCtators of our own chara6ter and con­
duct, and confider how thefe would affect 
us when viewred from this new ftation, in 
which their excellencies and imperfections 
can alone be difcovered. We muft enter, 
in Inert, either into what are, or into what 
ought to be, or into what, ff the whole 
circumftances of our conduct were known, 
we imagine would be the fentiments of 
others, before we can either applaud or 
condemn it.

A  moral being is an accountable being.
An. accountable being, as the word ex- 
preffes, is a being that muft give an ac­
count of its actions to fome other, and 
tnat confequently muft regulate them ac­
cording to the good-1 d ing of this other.
1 kin is accountable to God and his fellow 
creatures. But tho* he is, no doubt, prin- 
cipally accountable to God, in the order of

3 time,



he muft neceffarily conceive himfelf 
as accountable to his fellow cieaniies, oe- 
fore he can form any idea of the  ̂Deity, 
or o f the rules by which that Divine Be­
ing will judge o f his conduct. A  child 
purely conceives itfelf as accountable to its 
parents, and is elevated or cad down by 
the thought o f their merited approbation 
or disapprobation, long before it forms 
any idea o f its accountablenefs to the Deb 
ty, or o f tlie rules by which that Divine 
Being will judge of its conduct.

Our firll ideas o f perfonal beauty and 
deformity, are drawn from the fliape and 
appearance o f others, not from our own.
W e foon become fenfible however, that 
others exercife the fame criticifm upon us.
W e are pleafed when they appro\ e o f our 
figure, and are difobliged when they feem 
to be difgufted. W e become anxious to 
know how far our appearance deferves ei­
ther their blame or approbation. W c exa­
mine our own pci fons limb by limb, and 
by placing ourfelves before a loo! .ing-glafs, 
or by fome fuch expedient, endeavour, as 
much as poflible, to view ourfelves at the 
diftance and with the eyes o f other people.
I f  after this examination we are fa^ufied

with
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our own appearance, vve can more 

eaiily fupport trie molt difadvantageous 
judgments or others: if, on the contrary, 
we are fenfible that we are the natural ob­
jects of diltaite, every appearance of their 
difapprooat'1011 mortifies us beyond all mea- 
fu.c. A  man who is tolerably handfome,
 ̂ 4' a\low y °u to laugh at any little irregu- 

. ai ltv in his perfon ; but all fuch jokes are
coi: nonly iniupportable to one who is real- 
ly deformed. i t ;s evident> howevei> that
uc au anxious about our own beauty ai d 

e oirnity, only upon account o f its effect 
upon^Ct.iKis, i f  vve iiaci no connection

Y Al l °Clct7> We fhould be altogether in­
different about either.

• âmc banner our firll moral cri-
acm.fo aie exeicifed upon the characters
I ] , ™  °ther people; and we are 

4  r CIL  ° rward to obferve how each o f 
tnete atFefts us. But we foon learn, that
r  v ? S ^  Cflua11y trank with regard to our 
r e become anxious to know how

^ f Crvt their ceniurt or applaufc,
' whethrr to them we muft necvflarily 

1 PPear ‘-hole agreeable or ilifagi eeable 
jTeaturcs! wftich they reprefent us. W e 

rgtn upon this account to examine our 
S 2 own
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own paffions and conduct, and to confider 
how thefe muft appear to them, by confi- 
dering how they would appear to us if  in 
their fkuation. We fuppofe ourfelves the 
fpcctators o f our own behaviour, and en­
deavour to imagine what effect it would, 
in this light, produce upon us. This is 
the only looking-glafs by which we can, 
in fome meafure, with the eyes o f others, 
fcrutinize the propriety of our own con­
duct. i f  in this view it pleafes us, we are 
tolerably fatisfied.' We can be more in­
different about the applaule, and, in fome 
meafure, defpife the cenfure of others; 
fecure that however mifunderflood or mif- 
reprefented, we are the natural and proper 
objects o f approbation. On tire contrary, 
i f  we are difpleafed with it, we are often 
upon -hat very account more anxious to 
gain their approbation, and, provided we 
have not already, as they fay, fliaken hands 
with infamy, we arc altogether diffracted 
at the thoughts o f their cenfure, which 
then ftrikes us with double feverity.

{ Unfortunately this moral looking-glad; 
is not always a very good one. Common 
lool.l cg-glalies, it is faid, are extremely

deceitful,
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7t' deceitful, and by the glare which they 

throw over the face, conceal from the par­
tial eyes of the perfon many deformities 
which are obvious to every body befides.
But there is not in the world fuch a fmooth- 
e.r ° '  wrinkles as is every man’s imagina­
tion, with regard to the blemiflies of his 
own character.

Fheie are two different occafions when 
we examine our own conduct, and endea­
vour to view it in the light in which the 
impartial fpe&ator would view it j firft, 
wiien we are about to a£t, and fecondly, 
a ter. nave a<5ted. Our views are very 

. 111 both cafes, but they are molt for 
« ieillt is ot moft importance that they 
Should be otherwife.

 ̂* ho*1 we are ahout to act, the eagernefs 
, |’a 11011 feldom allow us to confider 

■ l â .vve are f -°ing with the candour of an 
wh'■ ]t rCnt Peri®n- The violent emotions 

ll ! ^bat time agitate us, difcolour 
riJ., ' iews °* things, even when we are en- 

a ouung to place ourfelves in the fijtua- 
° r anf 'taer> and to regard the objects 
«'terea us, in the light which they 

will naturally appear to him. The to y
r own Padions conftantly calls us back 
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to our own place, where every thing ap­
pears magnified and mifreprefented by felf- 
love. O f the manner in which thofe ob­
jects would appear to another, of the view 
which lie would take of them we can ob­
tain, i f  I may fay fo, but inflantaneous 
g’ impfes, which vanifh in a moment, and 
which even while they laft are not altoge­
ther juft. Vvre cannot even for that mo- 
m .-’ L diveft ourfelves entirely of the hc-at 
and keennefs with which our peculiar li- 
tuation infpir .s us, nor confider what we 
are about to do with the compleat impar- 
, ality of an equitable judge. The paf- 
fions, upon this account, as father Male- 
branch lays, all juftify themfelvcs, and 
feem reafonable, and proportioned to their 
objects, as long as we continue to feel 
them.

When the action is over, indeed, and 
the paffions which prompted it have fub- 
/.dcd, we can enter more coolly into the 
.‘’ raiments of the indifferent fpeefator.
W hat before interefted us, is now become 
ahnoft a ■ indifferent to us as it always was 
to him, and we can now examine our own 
conduct with hie candour and impartiality.
But our judgments now are of little im ­

portance,

Of the S ens e  Part III, t H  j
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x;- ck portancc, compared to what they were be­

fore; and when they are moft feverely im­
partial, can commonly produce nothing 
but vain regret, and unavailing repent­
ance, without fecuring us from the like er- 
1015 tor the future. It is feldom, however, 
f tat they are quite candid even in this cafe.

lie opinion which we entertain of our 
?  ",n obaracter, depends entirely on or.r 
ju gment concerning our paft conduct. 
r , oifagreeable to think ill of our- 
C”\es’ ^ a t  we often purpofely turn away 

° U1 Vlew k'om tliofe circumflances which 
/• Tr1̂ -lt 1 ender that judgment unfavourable.

• c is a bold iurgeon, they fay, whofe hand 
C CS aot d'emble when he performs an 

opeiation upon his own perfon; and he is
Jj”  eJ Ual,y bold who does not hefitate to 

j- 1 °  *be niyiferious veil o f felf-delu-
f' i - Whlch Coveis from his view the dc- 
^ 0 ° f  ^ is own conduct. Rather 

v 0 ° lu ovvn behaviour under fo difa- 
aVu ° ,aa afpect» we too often, foolifhly 
ti c cncte;;vour to exasperate anew

•r," unil,ft pallions which had formerly 
„ , •’ Wl endeavour by artifice to
G ,Ca < U‘ .°W hatreds, and irritate afrefh 

1011 i:'01'gotten refentments: we even 
S 4. exert

^ ~y C
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exert ourfelves for this miferable purpofe 
and thus perfevere in in juft ice, merely be- 
caufe we once were unjuft, and becaufe we 
arc aftiamed and afraid to fee that we 
were fo.

So partial are the views of mankind with 
regard to the propriety of their own con­
duct, both at the time of action and after 
i t ; and fo difficult is it for them to view 
it in the light in which any indifferent fpec- 
tator would confider it. But if  it was by a 
peculiar faculty, fuch as the moral fenfe is 
fuppofed to be, that they judged of their own 
conduct, if  they were endued with a par­
ticular power of perception, which diftin- 
guiftied the beauty or deformity of paffi- 
ons and affections > as their own paffions 
would be more immediately expofed to the 
view of this faculty, it would judge with 
more accuracy concerning them, than con­
cerning: thofe of other men, of which it 
had only a more diftant profpect.

This ielf-deceit, this fatal weaknefs of 
manki d, is the fource of half the difor- 
ders of Jruman life. I f  we law ourfelves 
in tlie light in which others fee ns, or in 
which they would fee ns if they knew ail,

a re-

■ Gô \
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a reformation would generally be unavoid­
able. We could not otherwife endure the. 
fight.

Nature, however, has not left this weak­
ness, which is o f fo much importance, al­
together without a remedy; nor has fhe 
abandoned us entirely to the delufions of 
felf-love. Our continual obfervations up­
on the conduct of others, mfenfibly lead 
us to form to ourfelves certain general rules 
coticerning what is fit and proper either to be 
.ul‘e or to be avoided. Some of their ac­

tions block all our natural fentiments.
... e *iear every body about us exprefs the 
1 e deteftation again!! them. This ftill
uu ler cor>firms, and even exafperates our 

natural fenfe of -their deformity. It fatif- 
es us that we view them in the proper 

ygUi, when we fee other people view them 
}n the fame light. We refolve never to 

c guilty oi the like, nor ever, upon any 
' w’ t0 rent êr ourfelves in tliis manner 

\ v  ? 'jCUs univerfal difapprobatio .
e t ius naturally lay down to ourfelves a 

g'-n« 'u lrtk ) hat all fuch aTions arc to be 
mct ’ as tending to render us odious, 

ontempiible, or punifliabb-, the objects
0 11 * 10 ê Sentiments for which we have 

 ̂ the
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the greatest dread and averuon. Other 
a&ions, on the contrary, call forth our 
approbation, and we hear every body a- 
round u ; exprefs the lame favourable opi­
nion concerning them. Every body is ea- 
«.'cr to honour and reward them. They 
excite all thofe fentiments for which we 
have by nature tire ftrongeft defire; the 
love, the gratitude, the admiration of man- 
hind. We become ambitious of perform­
ing the like; and thus naturally lay down 
to ourfelves a rule of another kind, that 
every opportunity of a cling in this manner 
is carefully to be fought after.

It is thus that the general rules of mo­
rality arc formed. They are ultimately 
founded upon experience of what, in par­
ticular iiiilances, our moral faculties, our 
r  mural lenfc of merit and propriety, ap­
prove, or difapprove of. We do not ori­
ginally approve or condemn particular ac- 
t us; becauJe, upon examination, they 
appear to be agreeable or inconfillent with 
a certain general rule. The general rule, 
on the contrary, is formed by finding from 
experience, that all a&ions of a certain 
t int], or circumilanced in a certain man- 
-t-p’- art approved or difapproved of.r the
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mar. who tirft faw an irhuman mur­

der, committed from avarice, envy, or un- 
juft refentment, and upon one too that 
loved and trufted the murderer, who be­
held the laft agonies of the dying per fen, 
who heard him, with his expiring breath, 
complain more of the perfidy and ingra­
titude of his falfe friend, than of the vio­
lence which had been done to him, there 
could be no oecafion, in order to concer e 
how horrible iuch an action was, that he 
Ihould reflect, that one of the molt facred 
rules of conduit was what prohibited the 
taking away the life of an innocent pet- 
foil, that this was a plain violation of that 
rule, and confequently a very biamcah.e 
action. His deteftation of this crime, it 
is evident, would arife inftantaneoufly and 
antecedent to his having formed to himfelt 
any fuch. general rule. TL lie general rule, 
on the contrary, which he might afterwards 
* >’ m, would be founded upon the detefta- 
iion winch he felt neccliarily anlc in his 
° vVn hi'cu'r, at the thought of this, and
evei7  otlin particular action of the fame 
kind.
i V. hen w . read in hiftorv 01 romance,

fwe account of actions cither of generohty
or

/ / , — - ~ < V \  ■'



v-h: ^'pfbnlcricfsj the admiration which wecon­
ceive for the one, and the contempt which 
we feel for the other, neither of them arife 
from reflecting that there are certain gene­
ral rules which declare all actions o f the 
one kind admirable, and all actions of the 
other contemptible. Thofe general rules, 
on the contrary, are all formed from the 
experience we have had of the effects which 
actions of all different kinds naturally pro­
duce upon us.

An amiable action, arcfpectable action, 
an horrid action, are all of them actions 
which naturally excite the love, the refpect, 
or the horror of the fpectator, for the per- 
fon who performs them. The general 
rules which determine what actions are, 
and what are not, the objects of each of 
thole fentimeats, can be formed no other 
way than by obferving what actions actu­
ally and in fact excite them.

When thefc general rules, indeed, have 
been formed, when they are univerfally 
aclsmowleged and eltablifhed, by the con­
curring fentiments of mankind, we fre­
quently appeal to them as to the ftandards 
of judgment, in debating concerning de­

gree

2^  T l
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" ^ ^ f fe e  of praife or blame that is due to cer­
tain actions of a complicated and dubious 
nature. They are upon thefe occaficns 
commonly cited as the ultimate foundations 
of what is juft and unjuft in human con- 
du ftj and this circumftance fetms to have 
milled feveral very eminent authors, »to 
draw up their fyftems in fuch a manner, 
as if they had fuppofed that the original 
judgments of mankind with regard to right 
and wrong, were formed like the decifidhs 
o f a court of judicatory, by coriiideiing 
firft the general rule, and then, fecondly, 
whether the particular action under cor fi- 
deration fell properly within its compi*~ 
henfion.

Thole general j ules of conduct, when 
they have been fixed in our mind by habi­
tual reflection, are of great ufe in correct­
ing the mifrepreferitations of feu love con­
cerning what is fit and proper to be done 
in our particular iituation. I  he man cl 
furious refentment, it he vvastoliften to the 
dictates of that paiflon, would perhaps rev 
gard the death of his enemy, as but a tin ell 
compulation For the wrong, lie imagines, 
he has received; which, however, maybe 
110 more than a very flight provocation.

But

J. L J 1 v
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But his obfervations upon the conduct of 
others, have taught him how horrible all 
fuch ianguinary revenges appear* Unlefs his 
education has been very lingular, he has 
laid it down to h irnflf as an inviolable 
rule, to abftain from them upon all otca- 
fions. This rule preferves its authority 
with him, and renders him incapable of 
being guilty of fuch a violence. Yet the 
fury of his own temper may be fuch, that 
had this been the firth time in which he 
confidered fuch an action, he would un­
doubtedly have determined it to be quite 
juft and proper, and what every impartial 
fpectator would approve of. But that re­
verence for the rule which paft experience 
has imprefied upon him, checks the impe- 
tuofity of his paflion, and helps him to 
correct the tc o partial views which felf- 
love might otherwife fliggeft, of what was 
proper to be done in his fit nation. I f  he 
(hoold allow himfelf to be fo far trans­
ported by paflion as to violate this rule* 
yet even in this cafe, he cannot throw off 
altogether the awe and refpect with which 
he lias been accuftomed to regard it. At 
the very time of acting, at the moment in 
which paflion mounts the higheft, he hefi-

tates

7. • ^



V - w  Kites and trembles at the thought of wiiat 
he is about to do : he is fecretly confcious 
to himfelf, that he is breaking thro’ thofe 
meafures of conduit which, in all his cool 
hours, he had refolved never to infringe 
which he had never feen infringed by others 
without the highefc difapprobation, and of 
which the infringement, his own mind for- 
bodcs, muft foon render him tire objedt of 
the fame difagree able fentiments. Before 
he can take the laft fatal refoliition, he i? 
tormented with all the agonies of doubt 
and uncertainty i Ire is terrified at the 
th ought of violating fo facred a rule, and 
at the lame time is urged and goaded on by 
the fury of his defiles to violate it. He 
changes hispurpofe every moment; fome- 
times he refolves to adhere to his principle, 
and not indulge a pafiion which may cor-

t t the remaining part of Iris life with the 
tors of fliame and repentance  ̂ and a 

nromentary calm takes pofieflion of his 
brealt, from the profpedt of that fecurity 
'liul tra*>quillity which he will enjoy when 
te thUs determines not to expofe himfelf to 
le tazard of a contrary conduit. But 

‘ . ai o iately the pafiion roufes anew, and 
4 1 te.h fury drives him on to commit

what

? V ' h

^

| (  ||>  yw* 2- of D u t  v . 271 ^ ( [  ̂



— A \

whai lie had the inftant before refolved to 
abftain from. Wearied and diib/adled 
with thofe continual irrefolutions, he at 
length, from a fort of defpair, makes the 

" 1.aft fatal and irrecoverable h e p ; but with 
that ixrror and amazement with which 
one flying from an enemy, throws himfelf 
ovcr a precipice, where he is lure of meet­
ing with more certain deftruflion than from 
any thing that purfues him from behind, 
Such are his fentiments even at tne time of 
; Uig . tho’ he is then, no doubt lefs fen- 
iib!e of the impropriety o f his own con­
duct than afterwards, when his palfion 
being gratified ana palled, he begins to 
view/ what he has done in the light in which 
ctlu rs are apt to view i t ; and actually 
feels, what he had only forefeen very imper­
fectly before, the flings o f remorfe and 
repentance begin to agitate and to/Ti^ifc 
him,

S E C  T.
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S E C T .  III.

, Of the influence and authority cf the ge­
neral rules of morality, and that they 
are juilly regarded as the laws of the 
Deity.

T H E regard to thofe general rules of 
conduct, is what is properly called 

a fenle of duty, a principle pf the greater!' 
confequence in human life, and the only 
principle by which the bulk of mankind 
are capable of directing their action ’• y
Many men behave very decently, and thro 
the whole of their lu es avoid any eonfi- 
derable degree of blame, who yet, per­
haps, never felt the fentiment upon the 
propriety of which we found oiu appro- 
bation of their conduct, but acted merely 
from a regard to what they favv were the * 
edablifhed rules of behayi* iur. * lie man 
v- ho has received great benefits from anq- 
t îei pcrlon, mav, by the natural coldnefs 
° f  bu temper, feel but a very fmall degree 

the fentiment of gratitude. If he. has
been



B K s^^ bcen  virtuoufly educated, however, he will 
often have been made to obferve how odi­
ous thofe actions appear which denote a 
want of this fentiment, and how amiable 
the contrary. T W  his heart therefore is 
not warmed with any grateful affection, 
he will drive to act as if it was, and will 
endeavour to pay all thofe regards and at­
tentions to his patron which the livelieft 
gratitude could fugged. lie  will vifit him 
regularly ; he will behave to him refpect- 
f Lilly; he will never talk of him but with 
exprfeflions of the higheft edeem, and of 
the man obligations which he owesto him.
And what is more, he will chearfully em­
brace every opportunity of making a pro­
per return for pad. ferviccs. He may do 
all this too without any hypocrify or blame- 
able diifnnulation, without any felfifh in­
tention of obtaining new favours, and 
without any defign of impofmg either up­
on his benefadtor or the public. The mo- 

• tlve of his adlions may be no other than 
a revere ice for the eftablifhed rule of duty, 
a ferious and earned defire of acting, in 
every refpect, ac >1 ding to the law of gra­
titude. A wife, in the fame manner, may 
fometimes not feci that tender regard for

her

' e° t& x
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x^j^^m jlband which is fuitable to the rela­

tion that fubfifts between them. I f  Ihe 
has been virtuoufly educated, however, Ihe 
will endeavour to a£l as if  the felt it, to be 
careful, officious, faithful, and fincere, and 
to be deficient in none of thofe attentions 
which the fentiment of conjugal affection 
could have prompted her to perform. Such 
a friend, and fuch a wife, are neither of 
them, undoubtedly, the very beft of their 
kinds; and tho’ both of them may have 
the raoft ferious and earned defire to fulfil 
ever) part o f their duty, yet they will fail 
in many nice and delicate regards, they 
will mil's many opportunities o f obliging, 
which they could never have overlooked if 
they had poffeffed the fentiment that is pro­
per to their fituation. Tho’ not the very 
firft of their kinds, however, they are per­
haps the fecond; and if the regard to the 
general rules o f conduct has been veiy 
ffrongly impreffed upon them, neilhei c i. 
them will fail in any v ry eflential part of * 
their duty. None but thole of the hap- 
piell mold are capable ol fuiting with 
exact juftnefs, then fentiments and beha­
viour to the fmalleft difference of fituation, 
and ot acting upon all occafiotxs with the 

T  2 nioft



x ' jrtoft delicate and accurate propriety. The 
coarle clay of which the bulk of mankind 
are formed, cannot be wrought up to fuch 
perfection. There is fcarce any man, how­
ever, who by difcipline, education, and 
example, may not be fo impreffed with a 
regard to general rules, as to act upon al- 
ttiolt every occafion with tolerable decency, 
and thro’ the whole of his life avoid any 
considerable degree of blame.

Without this facrcd regard to general 
rules, there is no man whofe condudt can 
be much depended upon. It is this which 
conftiLutes the moil effential difference be­
tween a man of principle and honour and 
a worthlefs fellow. The on adheres, up­
on all occafions, fteadily and refolutely to 
his maxims, and preferves thro’ the whole 
of his life one even tenor of condudt.
1  he other, a£ts varioufly and accidentally, 
as humour, inclination, or intereft chance 
to be uppermoft. Nay, fuch are the ine­
qualities of humour to which all men arc 
inhjedt, that without this principle, the 
man who, in all his cool hours, had the 
molt delicate fenfibility to the propriety of 
cendudt, might often be led to adt ab«

furdly
6

&
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? ! xardly upon the moft frivolpus occafions,
.and when it was fcarce pofiible to aflign 
any ferious motive for his behaving in this 
manner. Your friend makes you a vlfit 
when you happen to be in a humour which 
makes it difagreeable to receive him : in 
your prefent mood his civility is very apt 
to appear an impertinent intrufion; and 
i f  you vv as to give way to the views o f 
things which at this time occur, tho’ civil 
in your temper, you would behave to him 
with colonels and contempt. W hat ren­
ders you incapable o f fuch a rudenefs, is

of'civilbvUt a l e§a d̂ to dle general rules 
it T ln r m  hoii)itality» which prohibit 
formrr l  ^  ltaa  ̂ reveren.ce which your 
enables ^ d>tnenCe ^  taught you for thefe,
Wkli n ?  ? t0 a ft ’ uP°n  all fuch occafions, 
thofo i i tU  ̂ ,CqUkl ProP!'iety, and hinders 
m e t  ™ V  n ks  o f temper; to which nil 
con'I n/fC . l l lhC(L-t> flom  influencing your 

■ f ‘ " a n y  very fenfible degn *  But 
eve 1 regard to thefe general rules, 
ealilv *i ! ot poiitenefs, which ate fo 
have a° V Ve<*’ an^ which one can fcarce 
Vtt be ^  , J l0lls ni°tive to violate, would 
heron °  U(luemly violated, what would 

COme o f ‘ Itc duties o f juftice. of truth,
T 3 of 1
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* o f chaftity, o f fidelity, which it is often fo 
difficult to obferve, and which there may 
he fo many ftrong motives to violate?
But upon the tolerable obfervance of thefe 
duties, depends the very exiftence of hu­
man fociety, which Would crumble into 
nothing if  mankind were not generally im- 
prefied with a ieverence for thole impor­
tant rules of conduft.

I his reverence is ftill further enhanced 
by an opinion which is firft imprefied by 
natiue, and afterwards confirmed by rea- 
foning and philolophy, that thofe impor­
tant i ules of morality, are the commands 
and laws ot the Deity, who will finally‘re­
ward the obedient, and punilh the tranf- 
grenors or their duty.

Ib is opinion or apprehenfion, I fay, 
feerns fa it to be ifnprelfed by nature. Men 
arc naturally led toafeihe to thofe myfte- 
noui being!,, whatever they are, which 
happen in any country, to be the objeft o f 
religious fear all their own fentiments and 
paffions. I hey have no other, they can 
conceive no other rQ aferibe to them; 
Thofe unknown intelligences which they 
imagine but fee not, on ft necefiarily be 
formed with fome fort ot rcfemblance to

thofp
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^hoie intelligences of which they have ex­
pedience. During the ignorance and dark- 
iief> oi pagan fuperftition, mankind feem 
to have formed tlie ideas of their divinities 
' ' 111  delicacy, that they aferibed
to indiferirninately, all the paffi-
ons o human nature, tliofe not excepted 
r |C 1 tke kaft honour to our lpeci.es, 
UC  ̂ as kdl, hunger, avarice, envy, re- 

Vf"1 K̂* - They could 1101 fail, therefore, to 
r̂CU ,e *° thofe beings, for tlie excellence

hio-l* ft5 C nature they ftill conceived the 
X .e . admiration, thofe fentiments and 
a 1 ics which are the great ornaments of 

and which feem toraife it to a 
? .  ‘lnce t°  divine perfection, the love 

r an(t beneficence, and the abhor-
w e °.’ vace and injuftice. The mail who 
lie^ lnJ U|j f!, Cahed upon Jupiter to be wit- 
and 01 1 ,  WronS that was done to him,
; ' ° u ( n°t doubt, but that iivine be-
nrT, ° u d behold it with the fame indig- 
of n ^ T - 1 ch Wouhl animate the meaneft
tice w 1Dd* Vvho looked on when injnf- 
,1 • \ab committed. The man who did
object Uff 5 ^  to be the proper
of °i • *ke dcteltation and refentment

tnankmdi and hls natural kars kd 
T  4 him
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t0 inipute the fame fentiments to thefe 
awful beings, whole prefence he could not 
avoid, and whole power he could not re- 
iili- Thefe natural hopes and fears, and 
fufpicions, were propagated by fyropathy, 
aniiConfirmed by education; and the Gods 
were univerlally reprefented and believed 
to be the rewarders o f humanity and mer­
cy, and the avengers of perfidy and in- 
juflice. And thus religion, even in its 
rudefl form, gave a fandtion to the rules 
o f morality, long before the age of artifi­
cial reafpning ancl philofophy. That the 
terrors of religion fliould thus enforce the 
natural fenfe o f duty, was of too much 
importance to the happinefs of mankind, 
f  " nature to leave it dependent upon the 
fownefs and uncertainty of philosophical 
rcti .dies.

Thefe refearQhes, however, when they 
came :o take place, confirmed thofe ori­
ginal anticipations of natu: e. Upon what- 
cv< t we flippole that our moral faculties 
am founded, whetuer upon a certain mo­
dification of reafori, upon an original in- 
rirH-l, called a moral fenfe, or upon fomc 

o- U;.r principle of our nature, it cannot
be

w i  jy
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' i/ 1 t!le ot^er hand, excite in every human 
tea uch fcorn and abhorrence, that our 

hc ignation rouzes to fee them poffefs thole 
I  '.anJaScs which they may in feme feme 

- iaul to have merited, by the diligence 
.n( mduftry with which they are feme- 

tlr? Cs attended. The induftrious knave 
cultivates the foil; the indolent good man 
leaves it uncultivated. Who ought to reap 
the harveft? who ftarve, and who live in 
plenty ? The natural courfc of things de­
cides it in favour of the knave : the natu- 
ra  ̂Sentiments of mankind in favour of the 
man of virtue. Man judges, that the good 
qualities oi the one are greatly over-re- 
compenfed by thofe advantages which they 
h-nd to procure him, and that theomiifions 
<ai C °^ let arc by far too feverely puniih- 
bi i  ̂ did refs which they naturally
c0np Uhon him; and human laws, the 
felt p tUe.ncos of human fentiments, for- 
oils an V '<C and ^1C c^ atc ° f  fhc induftri- 
exti-.n, ,,V  UUloUS tiaitour> and reward, by 
P u b l ic in.lry cccompcnfes, the fid. lity and 
Jefs ^  the improvident and care-
diiedtcd T I" -  man Is by nature
dilh'ibutio° l0i rccf, ai feme meafure, that 

1011 °S things which die heifelf 
h would



would otherwife have made. The rules 
which for this purpofe fhe prompts him to 
follow, are different from thofe which fhe 
herfelf obferves. She bellows upon every 
virtue, and upon every vice, that precife 
reward or punifhment which is befc fitted 
to encourage the one, or to reftrain the 
other. She is directed by this foie confi- 
deration, and pays little regard to the dif­
ferent degrees o f merit and demerit, which 
they may feem to polfefs in the fentiments 
and paflions o f man. Man, on the con­
trary, pays regard to this only, and would 
endeavour to render the llate of every vir­
tue preciiely proportioned to that degree of 
love and elleem, and of every vice to that 
degree of contempt and abhorrence which 
he hi'mfelf conceives for it. The rules 
which flie follows are fit for her, thofe 
which he follows for him : but both are 
calculated to promote the fame great end, 
the order of the world, and the perfection 
and happinefs of human nature.

But tho’ man is thus employed to alter 
that diftribution of things which natural 
events would make, if left to themfelves ; 
tho’, like the Gods of the poets, he is per­
petually interpofing, by extraordinary

means,

3  C V
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V^i'Jpecloubtedj that they were given us for the 
direction of our conduct in  this life. They 
caa7  aiong with them the moft evident 
badges of this authority, which denote 
tnat they were fet up within us to be the 
upreme arbiters o f all our actions, to fu- 

penntend all our fenfes, pafiions, and ap­
petites, and to judge how far each of them 
vi as eithei to be indulged or reftrained. 

ui moial faculties are by no means, as 
ome iave Pretended, upon a level in this 

|-C f ec . Nv̂  ^le other faculties and appe- 
r\w] * 1 ° Ul nature» endowed with no more 

to rncftyain thefe laid, than thefe laft 
• C! • cdiain them. No other faculty or

Lovell  ̂ °* a<̂ ^on iudScs ° f  any other.
° ,‘S not judge of refentment, nor 

m v ,meiU iove. Thofe two paffions 
not. e. °rP °fu c  to one another, but can- 
or ,V,rVlt 1 an^ Pr°Ptiety, be laid to approve 
tT  ^ ° Ve o f uue another. But it is 
under C'<Uai ° ® ce ^ o fc  faculties now
Cow Ctr l  COUflderation to judge* 10 be'
, t , • . “ ie ° r  applaufc upon all the other
confiY ^ i  ° UI uatuie. They may Lc 
♦ u., > * l 'f )s u fort of fciiics of which
ienle ^‘ lUciP '(L’s are the objects. Every 

iS upreme over its own objects,
There

? * ? >  , ' ) $ ■ ! %
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There is no appeal from the eye with re­
gard to the beauty 01 colours, nor from 
the ear with regard to the harmony of 
founds, nor from the tafle with regard to 
the agreeablenefs of flavours. Each of 
thole fenfes judges in the laft refort of its 
own objects. Whatever gratifies the tafle 
is fweet, whatever pleafes the eye is beau­
tiful, whatever fooths the ear is harmoni­
ous. The very efi'cnce of each of thofe 
qualities confifts in its being fitted to pleafe 
the lenfe to which it is addrefied. It be­
longs to our moral faculties, in the fame 
manner to determine when the ear ought 
to be foothed, when the eye ought to be 
indulged, when the tafle ought to be gra- 
tifi -d, when and how far every other prin­
ciple of our nature ought either to be in­
dulged or reftrained. What is agreeable 
to our moral faculties, is fit and right, and 
proper to be done; the contrary, wrong, 
unfit and i in proper. The fentiments w hich 
they ay ye >ve oi, arc graceful and becom­
ing: the contrary, ungraceful and unbe­
coming. The very words right, wrong, 
lit, improper, graceful, unbecoming, mean 
only what pleafes or diipleafes thofe fa- 
unities,

Sincy
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Since thefe, therefore, were plainly in­
tended to be the governing principle? of 

uman nature, the rules which they pre­
en e, aie to be regarded as the commands 

‘1,nc aws the Deity, promulgated by
... °  e. Vicegerents which he has thus fet up 
I 1 !m us’. general rules are eommon- 
rn i-Cn^ n!nate^ âw s: thus the general 
nirati'-^niC  ̂ bodies obferve in the commu- 
ln .• ° n °* tnotion, are called the laws of
o u r T \ , B,Ut t^o e  general rules which 
or m °ila ^lcuhies obferve in approving 
tion whatever fentiment or ac-
niucir U: ^ aed to their examination, may 
They ]nKUC >U%  he denominated fuch. 
what a 1XC 'l rnu°h greater refemblance to

Calied laws’ thofe Senc- 
dirert- <.1 Uc 1 t lc fovereign lays down to 
C , £  C0,l<lua <* his W a s .  Like
tion, of ^  rulcs to dhea the -ft ee * 0  
furely ll; ey are prefer!bed moft
t!:ruu i ' a ^wful fuperior, and are at- 
and PUnn? Wllh the fandion of rewards 
Cod w i ^ mCntS- Thofc vic^ fe n ts  of
violation of ni ’ nc? r 1&A t0 Pwniftl thc ward u them, by thc torments of in- "a id  fhanie , - ,
ipn the contra ;u-dtlelf-coMdenmanon ; and 

l4Iy always reward obedience
* ■ tvith

r



with tranquility of mind, with content­
ment, and felf-fatisfadtion.

There at e innumerable other confidera- 
tions which ferve to confirm the fame con- 
clufion. The happinefs of mankind, as 
well as of all other rational creatures, feems 
to have been the original purpofe intended 
by the Author of Nature, when he brought 
them into exigence. No other end feems 
■ worthy of that fupreme wifdom and di­
vine benignity which we neceffarily aferibe 
to him ; and this opinion, which we are 
led to by the abftra<ft confideration of his 
infinite perfections, is ftill more confirmed 
by the examination os the works of na­
ture, which feem all intended to promote 
happinefs, and to guard againfi: irifery.
J3ut by adting according to the dictates of 
our moral faculties, we neceffarily purfue 
the moft effectual means for promoting the 
happinefs of mankind, and may therefore 
be laid, in fome fenfe, to co-operate with 
the Deity, and to advance as far as in our 
power the plan of Pro v-deuce. By adting 
otherways, on the cor a ary, We feem to 
obftrudV, in fome meafure, the feheme 
which the Author of Nature has eftablifli- 
ecj for the 1 r'pmels and perfedtion of the

world,

p
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yoild, and to declare ourfelves, if I may 
,lG> *n 10 me mealure the enemies ol:

, 0{. ’ lienee vve are naturally encouraged
°  lo p e fc , his extraordinary favour and

^CWai 111 l^e one cafe, and to dread his'
UI?,eance aiK‘ punifhment in the other.

j  u"ie aie hefides many other reafons,
ali °^ ler natllral principles, which
r,i f n c°nfirm and inculcate the fame
n, i 1  ̂ Co^rine. I f  we confider the ge-

j  ! U cs, by which external profperity
,‘.f vei xty are commonly diftributed in

imr p hnd, that not with Hand-
to be ^n 1j ° 1^er *n which ail things appear
virtue” 1 * *'S w° l^> )’et even here every
war(i natl.U aily nieets Vv'ith its proper re

to’ V' lt 1 the rccompenfe which is moft
too an(i promote it; and this
ordiun- - ■ *’ ,Jlatit requires a very extra ~
tirelv fl^,C?ncurreucc of cireumftances en-
moi{  °  dlfaPPoint it. What is thc reward
d-nce IC^ C1 for encouraging induflfy, pru-
cverv V ̂  circtimfpeftion ? Succels in
that i n ?  ° f hufmds- And is it pofMble
tail of ! w yv-holcoif life thefe virtues Ihould
hon u atUin‘nS it? Wealth and external •‘V.nours are *.u . • .c tnur proper rcconipence, and

the
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the recompence which they can feldom fail 
o f acquiring. W hat reward is moft pro­
per for promoting the practice o f truth, 
juftice, and humanity ? The confidence* 
the efteem, and love of thofe we live withe 
Humanity does not defire to he great, but 
to be beloved. It is not in being rich that 
truth and juft ice would rejoice, but in be­
ing trufted and believed, recompencea 
which thofe virtues mull almoft always 
acquire. By fome very extraordinary and 
unlucky circumftance, a good man may 
come to be fufpected o f a crime of which 
he was altogether incapable, and upon that 
account be moft unjuftly expofed for the 
remaining part of his life to the horror 
•and averfion of mankind. By an accident 
o f lliis kind he may be faid to lofe his all, 
notwithftanding his integrity and juft ice; 
in the fame manner as a cautious man, 
notwithftanding his utmoft circumfpcdfion, 
may be ruined by an earthquake or an in­
undation. Accidents o f the firft kind, 
however, are perhaps ftill more rare, and 
jflill more contrary to the common courfe 
of things than thofe of thefecond; and it 
ft i d remains tr ue, that the pradtice o f 
truth, juftice, and humanity, is a certain

and

7 Qp '
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infallible method o f acquiring 
what thofe virtues chiefly aim at, the con­
fidence and love o f thofe we live with, A  
perfon may be very eafily mifieprefented 
with regard to a particular action; but it 
is fcarce poffible that he fliould be fo with 
regard to the general tenor of his conduit. 
An innocent man may be believed to have 
done wrong: this, however, will rarely 
happen. On the contrary, the eftablidled 
opinion of the innocence of his manners', 
^ i often lead us to abfolve him where he 
. as really keen in the fault, notwithftand- 
” ?g ''ery flrong prefumptions. A  knave, in 
1 e ame nianner may efcape cenfure, or even 
meet with applaufe, for a particular knave- 

m which his conduit is not under- 
r  * ^nt no man was ever habitually 
u 1> without being almoft univerfally 
mow n to be fo, and without being even 

flnem y iufpected of guilt, when he was 
, r,CaIlty Perfectly innocent. And fo far 

_ ' 1Ce autl virtue can be either puniihed 
by the fcntiments and opinions 

~arKlnd> tbey both, according to the 
wif h r°n C° Ul Ie ot things, meet even here

• ° methmg more than exact and im- 
p atui juftice.

But

? °  r\
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But tho’ the general rules by which prof- 
pcrity and adverfity are commonly dillri- 
buted, when confidered in this cool and 
philofophical light, appear to be perfedlly 

. faited to the fituation of mankind in this 
life, yet they are by no means fuited to 
fome of our natural fentiments. Our na­
tural love and admiration for fome virtues 
is fuch, that we fhould with to bellow on 
them all forts of honours and rewards, 
even thofe which wc mull acknowledge to 
be the proper reeompences of other quail- 
ties with which thofe virtues are not al­
ways accompanied, p u r  detection, on 
the contrary, for fome vices is fuch, that 
we Ihould defire to heap upon them every 
fort of diigrace and difafter, thofe not ex- 
ceptcd which are the natural confequences 
of very different qualities. Magnanimity, 
gencroftty, and juftice command fo high 
a degree of adm •- on, that we defire to 
fee them crowned w;th wealth, and power, 
and honours of very kind, the natural 
confequences of prudence, induftry, and 
application* qu lies with which thofe 
virtues are not infeparably connected.
Fraud, lahehood, brutality, and violence,

ow
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V v, means, in favour or virtue, and in oppo­
sition to vice, and like them, endeavours 
■0 turn away the arrow that is aimed at 
the head o f the righteous, but accelerates 
the fword o f defin ition  that is lifted up 
againft the wicked; yet he is by no means 
a e to render the fortune o f either quite 
uitable to his own fentiments and willies.

*5 natural courfe o f things cannot be 
entirely controuled by the impotent endea-

a n ) S m an: tde current *s too rapid 
tl \  t ’̂°  ^rong for him to flop it j and 
ha -.V*2 rides w ^ich direct it appear to 
heft eCn eiiahh tiled for the wifell and 
fc noS:>Urpofes, they fometimes produce ef- 
nicn'ts w f hock all his natural fenti- 
Shoun* ^ *lat a £ reat combination o f men,
'vho e/ , 1 Va‘l over a Small one; that thofe 
t h o u . r ^  in an enterprize with fore- 
flionia aiU* necefl’ary preparation,

OVer fuch as oppofe them 
be a c q u i t  and that every end fhould 
ture h-iw v means only which na-
to ^  a n . a^ ’Shed for acquiring :t, feems 
voidable * ^ *?ot onty uecciiary and una- 
per f0r 1 lt!cb', hut even uleful and pro­
o f maukhuj111^ ^  tnduAiy and attention 

' ^ et> when m confequcnce 
U a of



~ o f  this rule, violence and artifice prevail 
over fincerity and judice, W hat indig­
nation does it not excite in the bread: o f 
every human fpe&ator ? What forrow 
and companion for the fufferings of the 
innocent, and what furious refentment 
againft the fuccefs of the oppreflor ? W e 
are equally grieved and enraged, at the 
wrong that is done, but often find it al­
together out of our power to redrefs it. 
When we thus deipair of finding any force 
upon earth which can check the triumph 
o f injuftice, we naturally appeal to hea­
ven, and hope, that the great author o f * 
our nature will himfelf execute hereafter, 
what all the principles which he has given 
us, for the diredtion of our conduct, 
prompt us to attempt even here; that he 
will compleat the plan which he himfelf 
has thus taught us to begin ; and will, in a 
life to come, render to every one accord­
ing to the works which he has performed 
in this world. And thus we are led to the 
belief o f a lu tu r: date, net only by the 
weaknedcs, by the hopes and fears o f hu­
man nature, but by the nobled and bed 
principles which belong to it, by the love

of

b o U
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\ ^ S F ^ ^ r tu e , and by the abhorrence of vice J 
^ -an d  injuftice.

Does it fuit the greatnefs o f God,” 
fays the eloquent and philofophical biftiop 
of Clermont, with that paftionate and ex­
aggerating force o f imagination, which 
ecms fom crimes to exceed the bounds o f 

decorum; “  does it fuit the greatnefs of 
God, to leave the world which lie has 

"  £reated in fo univerfal a diforder ? T o  
(c ee picked prevail almoft always 
tt ? NC1 ne ju ft; the innocent dethroned 
ec : * le nfurper; the father become the 
« J K Un ,de ambition o f an unnatural 
u ;?n 1 tbe bufband expiring under the 
« p :'0ak of a barbarous and faithlefs wife ? 
ct t le height o f his greatnefs ought
<l as° c behold t1a°fe melancholy events 
cc t t-a antaftical amulement, without 
t( • lnS any fhare in them? Becaufe he 
<c ^  ^b°nkl he be weak, or unjuft, or 
*t ' ,aious? Eecaufe men are little, 
cc j -{? J 1 to be allowed either to be 
“  tnn? UtC .whhout punilhment, or vir- 
«c ^  “ bout reward ? O God ! i f
cc * t-be aharafter .of your Supreme 
« rî T- Cr* 1 1S you wham we adore un- 

Uc 1 dreadfift ideas; can I any 
U 3 «c longer

b o S
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£e longer acknowledge you for my father,
£c for my protector, for the comforter o f 
*c my forrow, the fupport o f my weak- 
tc ncfs, the rewarder o f my fidelity ? You 
<e would then be no more but an indolent 
u and fantaftical tyrant, who facrifices 
£t mankind to his infolent vanity, and who 
s< has brought them out of nothing, only 

to make them ferve for the fport o f his 
leifure, and o f his caprice.”
When the general rules which deter­

mine the merit and demerit o f actions, 
come thus to be regarded, as the laws o f 
an All-powerful Being, who watches over 
our conduct, and who, in a life to come, 
w ill reward the obfervance, and punifh 
the breach of them; they iiecdTarily ac­
quire a new facrednefs from this confl­
agration. 1  hat our regard to the will 
o f the Deity, ought to be the fupreme rule 
o f our conduct, can be doubted o f by 
no body who believes his exigence. The 
very thought o f difobedience appears to 
involve in it the mod Blocking impro­
priety. How vain, how abfurd would it 
be for man, either to oppofe or to neglefl 
the commands that were laid upon him

by
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Infinite W  ifdom, and Infinite Power ! 
How unnatural, how impioufly ungrate- 
inl not to reverence the precepts that were 
piela 'bed to him by the infinite goodnefs 
°  113 Creator, even tho’ no punifhment
was to follow their violation. The fenfe 

PJ°P liety too is here well fupported by 
the ltrongeft motives of felf-intereft. The
l i ?  tlat> however, we may efcape the 
th eiVatl.on °* man, or be placed above 

 ̂ 1.eat l human punifhment, yet we 
D / l  ^ a6tinS Untier the eye, and ex- 
a l  °  me punifhment of God, the great 
ofrr  . ° f  injuftice, is a motive capable 
witK l ainiilS the moll headftrong palfions, 
r *  th*  at leaft Who, by content re- 

them011* laVG lenc êre(I  ^  familiar to

forrp^ n* taiS manner that religion en- 
^ence jtle. natural fenfe of du ty : and

! hat mankind are generally 
ptobit f  i' ace confidence in the
ed with r ! lCk Wll°  feem deepiy impreff- 
they ir ' .  S1QUs fentiments. Suchpcjfons, 
befide rle> a<̂  Un^er an additional tye, 
other m,10 £ w^ ch regulate the conduct o f 
o f a ft  ^he regard to the propriety 

i j n as well as to reputation, the 
U  /, regard

bio 7
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regard to the applaufe o f his own bread:, 
as well as to that o f others, are motives 
which they fuppofe have the fame influ­
ence over the religious man, as over the 
man o f the world. But the former lies 
under another reftraint, and never a d s  
deliberately but as in the prefence o f that 
Great Superior who is finally to rccom- 
penfe him according to his deeds. A  
gieatei tiuft is repofed, upon this account, 
in  the regularity and exadnefs o f his con­
duct. And wherever the natural princi­
ples ot religion are not corrupted by the 
factious and party zeal of fome worthlefs 
cabal j wherever the firft duty which it re­
quires, is to fulfil all the obligations o f 
morality wherever men are not taught 
to regard frivolous obfervances, as more 
immediate duties of religion, than ad s o f 
juftice and beneficence j and to imagine, 
that by facrifices and ceremonies, and vain 
Applications, they can bargain with the 
Deity for fraud, and perfidy, and violence, 
the world undoubtedly judges right in this 
refped, and juftly places a double confi­
dence in the rectitude o f the religious man s 
behaviour,

C  I I  A  P .
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In what cafes the fen fe o f duty ought to
e t ie foie principle o f bur conduct j

a .̂C 111 wbat cafes it ought to concur with 
otlier motives.

I  i  ^  ̂  affords fuch ftrong mo-
p.ua 1 1VCb to tbe practice of virtue, and 
°hp t f  lS *ucb powerful rcftraints from
hren p1]3 tl011S v*ce> tbat many pave 

to fuppole, that religious princi-
tion C P°^e *au(lable motives of ac-

reward neither’ they fald> to
refentmem gratitude, nor pundh from 
die u 1 , 1  vve ought neither to protect 
ford r p eflh<:fs o f o»r children, nor af- 
rent u|?lJOlt to the infirmities of our pa­
tio ,^  f  l ° m natUral affection. All alfcc-
c^ in e u ik P? ^ lCular obieds> ought to be 
atfivf; lecl 111 OUr breaft, and one great
the loUU taPe tbe place of all others,

 ̂-rins?' 0t. tbe l^eity, the defue o f ren- 
directin°Ul ^ VCs agieeable to him, and of 
c o rd in g 0? :  conduct in every relpect ac~

grateful fro ” 5 Wil!' ,W * ° ' ,Sh t,not to 1,0from gratitu le, we ought not to
be

t i l l ,  v <SL
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be charitable from humanity, we ought 
not to be public fpirited from the love of 
our country, nor generous and juft from 
the love o f mankind. The foie principle 
and motive of our conduct in the perform­
ance of all thofe different duties, ought to 
be a fenfe that God has commanded us to 
perform them. I (hall not at prefent take 
time to examine this opinion particularly;
I  lhall only obferve, that we fliould not 
have expected to have found it entertained 
by any lect, who profeffed themfelves o f a 
religion in which, as it is the firft precept 
to love the Lord our God with all our heart, 
with all our foul, and with all our ftrength, 
fo it is the fecond to love our neighbour as 
we love ourfelves; and we love ourfelves 
furely for our own fakes, and not merely 
becaufe we are commanded to do fo. That 
the fenfe o f duty lhould be the foie prin­
ciple o f our conduit, is no where the pre­
cept of Chriftianity ; but that it ihould be 
the ruling and the governing one, as phi- 
lofophy, and as, indeed, common fenfe di­
rects. It may be a quefticn, however, in 
what cafes our actions ought to arile chief­
ly or entirely from a lenfe o f duty, or from

a re-

‘ e<w\
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a regal'd to general rules; and in what 
cafes fome other fentiment or affection 
ought to concur, and have a principal in­
fluence.

The decifion o f this queftion, which 
cannot, perhaps, be given with any very 
great accuracy, will depend upon two dif­
ferent circumstances j firft, upon the na­
tural agreeablenefs or deformity of the fen- 
titiisnt or affection which would prompt 
us to any action independent of all regard 
to general rules ; and fecondly, upon the 
precision and exactnefs, or the loofenefs 
and inaccuracy of the general rules them- 
i’elves.

Firft, X fay j ^  will depend upon the 
natural agreeablenefs or deformity of the 
affection it{elf5 how far our actions fhoulcl 
aiiie from it, or entirely proceed from a 
lt gaid to the general rule.

^11 thofe graceful and admired actions, 
to which the benevolent affections would 
pionipt us, ought to proceed as much 
10m the paffions themielves, as from any 

^ r d  to the general rules of conduit.
A  benefactor thinks himfelf but ill requit- 
® > it the perfon upon whom he has bc- 
ftowed his good offices, repays them merely

from
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gx*! ■ -from a cold fenfe o f duty, and without 
any affection to his perfon. A  hufband is 
didatisfied w ith the m oll obedient w ife , 
when he imagines her conduct is animated 
by no other principle befides her regard to 
w hat the relation die ftands in requires. 
T h o ’ a fon Ihould fail in none o f the offi­
ces of filial duty, yet i f  he wants that a f­
fectionate reverence which it fo well be­
comes him to feel, the parent m ay juftly 
complain o f his indifference. N or could 
a fon be quite fatisfied with a parent w ho, 
tho’ he performed all the duties o f his fi­
le  ation, had nothing o f that fatherly fond- 
nefs which might have been expected from 
him. W ith  regard to all inch benevolent 
and focial affections, it is agreeable to fee 
the fenfe o f duty employed rather to re- 
itrain than to enliven them, rather to hin­
der us from  doing too much, than to 
prompt us to do what we ought. It gives 
us pleafure to fee a father obliged to check 
his own fondnefs, a friend obliged to let 
bounds to his natural generofity, a perfon 
who has received a benefit, obliged to re 
drain  the too fanguine gratitude o f his 
own temper.

T h e

"bl >
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The contrary maxim takes place with 
regard to the malevolent and unfocial pai- 
iions. We ought to reward from the gra­
titude and generofity of our own hearts, 
without any reluctance, and without be­
ing obliged to reflect how great the pro­
priety of rewarding: but we ought al­
ways to punifh with reluctance, and more 
from a fenfe of the propriety ot prn fil­
ing, than from any favage difpofltion to 
revenge. Nothing is more graceful than 
the behaviour of the man who appears to 
refent the greateft injuries, more from a 
fenfe that they deferve, and are the proper 
objeas of refentment, than from feeling 
himfelf the furies of that difagreeable pal- 
hon; vvho, like a judge, confukrs only 
the general rule, which determines what 
Vc»geance is due for each particular of- 
d^nce ; who, in executing that rule, feels 
ic,s for what himlelf has fuffered, than tor 
what the offender is about to fuffer*, vvho, 
t l̂°  in wiath remembers mercy, and is 
diipofdl to interpret the rule in the moi' 
gentle and favourable m inner, anti to a 
° ftr all the illeviations which the meat 

c,*ndid humanity could, confiftently with 
800,1 lc«fe, admit of.

As
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As the feififh, pafiions, according to what 
has formerly been obferved, hold in other 
rcfpefts a fort of middle place, betv/een 
tire focial and unfocial affections, fo do 
they likewife in this. The purfuit o f the 
objects of private intereft, in all common, 
little, and ordinary cafes, ought to flow 
rather from a regard to the general rules 
which prefcribe fuch conduct, than from 
any paflion for the objects themfelves j 
but upon more important and extraordi­
nary occalions, we fliould be auk ward, 
infipid, and ungraceful, i f  the objects 
themfelves did not appear to animate us 
with a confiderable degree of paflion. To 
be anxious, or to he laying a plot either 
to gain or to fave a Angle lhilling, would 
degrade the mod vulgar tradefman in the 
opinion of all his neighbours. Lei. his 
circumflances be ever fo mean, no atten­
tion to any fuch fmall matters, for the fake 
of the things themfelves, mult appear in 
his conduct. His fituation may require 
the moft fevere ccconomy, and the moll 
exaft afiiduity: but each particular,exer­
tion of that ccconomy and afiiduity mint 
proceed not fo much from a regard for that 
particular faving or gain, as for the gene*

• ral
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ra ' Û G w^ich to him prefcribes, with the 
^tmof riS°ur> fuch a tenor o f conduct.

13 parfimony to day muft not arife from 
1 e !! e the particular three pence which 
hi^fh ^ Ve nor his attendance in
tpn r̂om a paflion for the particular 
botlffh ^  he will acquire by i t :
ceed f  ? ?nS anĉ  the other ought to pro- 
rui ° .c?y from a regard to the general 
rel * .W llch prefcribes, with the moil un- 
a]j ***& Severity, this plan o f condudt to

fills thc°rA-n hisWay ° f  life‘ In thiscon~
a mtterence between the character of
n o m v in ? 1 ^ at.of a Perfon of exaft oeco- 
about f  amduity. The one is anxious 
the otl batters for their own fake: 
quuu, *CI attench to them only in confe- 
laid ,C t l̂e hjheme of life which he has
™  J°w n  to hirnfelf.

more^e?11^ 6 othenv*fr with regard to the 
° f  fci; : lIa°tdinary and important objects

rphitedln! e[eft: A  perf° n appears mean- 
fome w h ° does not purfue thefe with
lalo' \ f rCC earneftnefs for their own 
not ai • 6 ^louhl defpife a prince who was 
jpp. „ Xl° Us about conquering or defend- 
lpf‘Cl Pl° Vllicc' W e llioukl have little e- 

01 a private gentleman who did not
exert

'h t r
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himfelf to gain an eftate, or even a ^  1 

confiderable office, when he could acquire 
them without cither meannefs or injustice.
A  member of parliament who llrews no 
keennofs about his own election, is aban­
doned by his friends, as altogether unwor­
thy of their attachment. Even a tradef- 
raan is thought a poor-fpirited fellow a- 
mong his neighbours, who does not beftir 
h im fef to get what they call an extraor­
dinary job, or fome uncommon advantage.
This ipirit andkeennefs conftitutcs the dif­
ference betwixt the man o f enterprise and 
the man o f dull regularity. Tliofe great: 
objects of felf-intcreft, o f which the lofs 
or acquifition quite changes the rank o f 
the perfon, are the objects of the paffion 
propei iy called ambition j a pafTion, which 
When it keeps within the bounds of pru­
dence and juftice, is always admired in the 
world, and lias even fometimes a certain 
irregular greatnefs, which dazzles the ima­
gination, when it pafles the limits of both 
thefe virtues, and is not only unjuft but 
extravagant. Hence the general admira­
tion for Heroes and Conquerors, and even 
for Statefmcn, whofe projedls have been

very

'h 1
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very daring and extenfive, tho’ altogether
devoid of juft ce. Such as thofe of the
f  ardinals ot Richlieu and of Retz. The
ohjcdls of avarice and ambition differ
«niy in their greatnefs. A  miler is as
unions about a halfpenny, as a man

ani^hioo about the conquelf of a king­
dom.

H. Secondly, I fay, it will depehd part- 
y upon the precifion and exadtnefs, or 
' f  °oiencfs and inaccuracy of the gene- 

our {ll CS ^emfelves, how far our conduct 
tC> ^roceec  ̂ entirely from a regard

.,-r^^e £eneral rules of almoft ail the 
v Uls> '-te general rules which determine 

• at Qlc the offices of prudence, of cha­
ffin' °* of gratitude, of friend-

are in many refpects loofe and in- 
u ate, admit of many exceptions, and 

lcai-1110 f° many modifications, that it is 
tp.^Ce f°^ b le  to regulate our conduct cn- 

L a regard to them. The common 
£0 Ver lal rnaxims of prudence, being 
j n **u in univerfal experience, are per* 

•l̂ S kelt general rules which can be 
£ lven about it. To affeft, however, a 

X — Y  very



very ftridl and literal adherence to them 
would evidently be the mold abfurd and 
ridiculous pedantry. Of all the virtues I 
have juft now mentioned, gratitude is 
that, perhaps, of which the rules are 
the mold precife, and admit of the few - 
eft exceptions. That as foon as we can 
we fhould make a return of equal, and 
if  polTible of fuperior value to the ier- 
vices we have received, would feem to 
be a pretty plain rule, and one which 
admitted of fcarce any exceptions. Upon 
the molt fuperficial examination, how­
ever, this rule will appear to be in the 
high'ft degree loofe and inaccurate, and 
io admit of ten thoufand exceptions. I f  
your benefactor attended you in your fick- 
ucfs ou.rht you t-> attend him in his? 
t t  can you fulfil the obligation of gra­
titude by making a return of a differ­
ent hind? I f  you ought to attend him, 
how long ought you to attend him ? Tlu 
fame time which he attended you, or 
longer, and how much longer ? If your 
friend lent you money in your diftrels, 
ought you to lend him money in his ? How 
much ought you to lend him? When

ought

Of the S e n s e  Part III % L
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ought you to lend it him ? Now, or to 
morrow, or next month ? And for how 
long ? time ? It is evident, that no ge- 
mn.t rule can be laid down, by which 
a pieeile anlwer can, in all cafes, be given 
to any of thele queftions. The diffei- 
enve between his charadter and your’s, be- 
t\/ecn his circumftances and your’s, may be 
aen, that you may be perfectly grateful,

aU , ,U%  refufe to lend him a halfpenny : 
a iu , on the contrary, you may be wil-
.*nf> t0 01' even to give him ten
imes the fum which he lent you, and

be accufed o f the blacked: m- 
fijiatitucle, and of not having fulfilled the 
Hundredth part of the obligation you lie 

1\ U ’ As the duties of gratitude, how- 
^VC!d are perhaps the molt facred 0: all 
r l0.C u ^lch the beneficent virtues pre- 
,Q1 us> fo the general rules .which

*' C'|tlllUe them are, as T fa id before, the
* accurate. Thole which afeertain 

c -dtions required by friend fhifl, hu- 
nutnity, hofpitality, generofhv, are it 11

VlCrna 1 • 1vague and indeterminate.
. *cie tS however, one virtue of which 
ie Seneral rules determine with tiw g at- 

X — Y  2 , ell
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eft exactnefs every external action which 
it  requires. This virtue is juftice. The 
rules of juftice are accurate in the higheft 
'degree, and admit of no exceptions or 
modifications, but fuch as may be after- 
tained as accurately as the rules them- 
felves, and which generally, indeed, flow 
from the very fame principles with them.
I f  I owe a man ten pounds, juftice requires 
that I fhould preciftiy pay him ten pounds, 
either at the time agreed upon, or when 
he demands it. What I ought to per­
form, how much I ought to perform, 
when and where I ought to perform it, 
the whole nature and ci ream fiances of 
the action prefer!L ed, are all o f them pre 
eifely fixt and determined. Tho’ it may 
be aukvvard and pedantic, therefore, to 
afftft too ftrict an adherence to the com­
mon rules c f  prudence or generality, there 
is no pedantry in fticking fait by the rules 
o f juftice. On the contrary, the moft 
faered regard is due to them j and qdic 
a£tions which this virtue requires are ne­
ver fo properly performed, a:, when the 
chief motive for performing them is a re- . 
verentiai and religious regard to thofe

genei al
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^  - -:ghierai rules which require them. In the 

practice of the other virtues, our conduct 
should rather be directed by a certain idea 
of propriety, by a certain tafte for a par­
ticular tenor of conduit, than by any re- 
Sar(-1 to a precife maxim or rule; and we 
mould cpnfider the end and foundation 
ol the rule, more than the rule itfelf. 
i-'it it is otherwife with regard to juftice-: 
t k man who in that refines the leaft, and 
■u ; cles w tth the molt obftinate ftedfaft- 
n^-S to the general rules themlelves, is 

ie molt commendable, and the moft to 
- ( '-pended upon. Tho* the end o f the 

r. Û  iuftice be, to hinder us from hurt- 
105 our neighbour, it may frequently be 
a Cllme to violate them, tho’ we could 
pretend, with fome pretext o f reafon, that 
, 15 P‘l l ticular violation could do no hurt. 
he? an °ftcn becomes a villain the moment 

c ocg,„s, even ‘m  j-j*s own heart, to chi- 
Ja manner. The moment he 

t links of departing from the moft ftaunch 
‘V P°htive adherence to what thofe in- 

1° able precepts prefcribe to him, he is no 
longer to be trufted, and no man can fay 
what degree of guilt he may not arrive 

X—Y 3 at.
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at. The thief imagines he does no evil* 
when he fteals from the rich, what he 
fuppofes they may eafiiy want, and what 
poffibly they may never even know has 
been ftolen from them. The adulterer 
imagines he does no evil, when he cor­
rupts the wife of his friend, provided he 
covers his intrigue from the fufpicion of 
the hufband, and does not diiturb the 
peace of the family. When once we begin 
to give way to fuch refinements, there is no 
enormity fo grofs of which we may not 
be capable.

The rules of juftice may be compared 
to the rules of grammar; the rules of the 
other virtues, to the rules which criticks 
la r down for the attainment of what is 
fublirnc and elegant in compofition. The 
one, are precife, accurate, and indifpen- 
hble. The other, are loofe, vague, and 
indeterminate, and prefent us rather with 
a general idea of the perfection we ought 
to aim at, than affo: d us any ceri ain and 
infallible directions for acquiring it. A  man 
may learn to write grammatically by rule, 
with the mod abfolute infallibility; and 
■ lb, perhaps, lie may be taught to act juftly.

But

5 * v
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^ llt there are no rules whofe obfei vance 
wlU infallibly lead us to the attainment oi 
elegance or lublimity in writing, tho’ there 
are fomc which may help us, in fome mea- 
ll‘ie> to corr4l£t and afcertain the vague 
laeas. v>hich we might otherwafe have en- 
Attained o f thofe perfections: and there 

10 r^ es by the knowledge of which 
ij" Can infallibly be taught to act upon 

OCcah°ns with prudence, with juft 
th^^Tlanb'nityv or proper beneficence. Tho’
Cor C aie f°nte which may enable us to 
t},e*. an<i afcertain, in feveral refpects, 

l11Peiiecl' ideas which we might other- 
^  lave entertained of thofe virtues.

*■ 'll- U-a  ̂ 0̂rriCtinaes happen, that with the 
to" V  ei^°Us ancl earned: defire of aiding 
mifh to, ^clerve approbation, we may 
thus h ProPer rules conduct, and 
^ h ‘ t mhlctl by that very principle 
to e- .1 0uSht to direct us. It is in vain 
ept AaClJt> t^at *n tb'is cak  mankind ib ;mlcl 
ca* re y aPprove of our behaviour. They 

-entCl mi0 that abiurd idea o f duty 
lc i influenced us, nor go along wiih«inv q|- fi . *?

actions which follow from it.
' ere is however, fomething refpect-

able

■ Gô \
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; - -able m the character and behaviour o f one 
who is thus betrayed into vice, by a 
wrong feme o f duty, or by what is called 
an erroneous confidence. How fatally fo- 
ever he may be milled by it, he is Hill, 
with the generous and humane, more the 
object o f commiferation than o f hatred 
or refentment. They lament the weak- 
nefs o f human nature, which erpofes us 
to fuch unhappy delufions, even while vve 
are molt fincerely labouring after perfec­
tio n ,. and endeavouring to act according 
to the belt principle which can pofiibly 
direct us. Falfe notions o f religion are 
aimed: the only caufes which can occr.tion 
any very grpfs pcrverfion of cur natural 
i . th tents in this w ay; and that prin­
ciple which gives the grealeft authority 
to the rules of duty, is alone capable of 

j diftorting our ideas of them in any con- 
iiderable degree. In all other cafes com­
mon fenfe :s diffident to direct us, i f  not 
to the moll cxrjuihte propriety of con­
duct, yet to fomething which is not very 
far from it ; and provided we are in ear­
ned defirous to do well, our behaviour 
will always, upon the whole, be praife- 
v/orthy. That to obey the will of the

7  . D ^ty,
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Deity, is the firfc rule of duty, all men 
ate agreed. But concerning the parlicu- 
1:;r commandments which that will may 
'upole upon us, thfey differ widely from 
' another. In this, therefore, the great- 
C " mutual forbearance and toleration is 
4 u.‘ ’ an(  ^ ° ’ the defence o f fociety re- 
tp-tnes tnat crimes fhoulcl be punithed,
^o..i u hatever motives * they proceed, yet 
refuh- maU ahvays punilh them with 
j. C anco> when they evidently proceed 
win V 1 ^ not;ions of religious duty. He 
th„ (ee  ̂ againft thofe who commit
a(r m ( lat indignation which he feels 
gj?et!n 'hfwr criminals, but will rather re- 
port’, an“  f ° rnetinies even admire their un- 

v .lt  ̂ ■ l̂nrme(s and magnanimity, at 
]n ,L  ̂ me that he puniihes their crime* 
jmenK ,t: agedy of Mahomet, one of the
hntcd° v ^ tuiie’s> it well rc*Prc'  
fo, . f  w^at ought to be our ientimeats 
tiVc; Ilmes which proceed from luch mo- 
plu of y \ that tragedy, two young peo- 

nhrerent fexes, of the moll inno~
0ut /  1 V ; rtuous dilpofitions, and with-
<U a i(Û  ot^er wcaknefs except what cn- 
,1 .S t‘ler>t the more to s, a mutual 

* tnfs tor one another,' are jnftigated
hr

n > > r
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'  by the ftrongeft motives of a faife religion^ 

to commit a horrid murder, that fhocks 
all the principles of human nature: a 
venerable old man, who had exprefled the 
mod: tender affection for them both, for 
whom, notwithstanding he was the avow­
ed enemy of their religion, they had both 
conceived the higheft reverence and eftcem, 
and who was in reality their father, tho’ 
they did not 1 now him to be fuch, is 
pointed out to them as a facrifice which 
God had cxprefsly required at their hands, 
and they are commanded to lull him.
While they are about executing this crime, 
they are tortured with all the agonies 
which can arife from the flrugglc between 
the idea of the indifpenfiblenefs of religi­
ous duty on the one fide,' and compalfion, 
gratitude, reverence for the age, and love 
for the humanity and virtue of the per- 
fon whom they are going to deflroy, on 
the other. The reprefentation of this ex­
hibits one o f the raofl interefting, and 
perhaps the moft in fin itive jpccladc that 
was ever introduced upon any theatre.
The fenfe of duty, however, at laft pre­
vails. over all il.a m ia b le  wcabn tics of 
human nature. T n  f  execute the crime

impofed
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\,%:! ..^pnpoiea upon them j but immediately dis­

cover their error, and the fraud which 
ad deceived them, and are diftracted with 
uii or, remorfe, and refentment. Such 

are our fentiments for the unhappy 
ei and Palmira, fuch ought we to feel 
or every perfon who is in this manner 

l* cc ,y religion, when we are lure that 
Is Ieally religion which mifleads him, 

a C not pretence of it, which is made

palhons t0 0̂rne w01'ft human

a \vr a Per^°n may act wrong by following 
fenl'eof duty, fo nature may fome-

onnoff-eVa^> an^ êad him to a6t right in 
difnj 1 {10.n to We cannot in this cafe be 
VVre e LO ,ee that motive prevail, which

himfelf • rU§ht to PrevaiI> tho’ thc Peifon 
his e ] S °  vvea^ as to think otherwife. As 
nefs ncu^> however, is the erFcdt of weak- 
jng Principle, we are far from beftow -

comDle^1 *  any thlnS that approaches to 
CaU' ]'  ̂ aPPr°bation. 'A bigotted Roman

Bartlioion' ^ -  ,,iu™ S the, n,affacrc of f -
com ,r w> had been lo overcome by

teftant - aS t0 fave fome unhaPPy Pr°- 
defr whom he thought it his duty to 

°" * 'v°nld not feem to be entitled to
that

6
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that high applaufe which we fhould have 
beftowed upon him, had he exerted the 
fame generofity with compleat felf-appro- 
bation. We might be pleafed with the 
humanity of his temper, but we ihould 
iftiil regard him with a fort of pity which 
is altogether inccnfiftent with the admira­
tion that is due to perfect virtue. It is 
the fame cafe with all the other pafiions. 
W e do not diflike to fee them exert them- 
felves properly, even when a falfe notion 
o f duty would direct the perfon to reftrain 
them. A very devout Quaker, who upon 
being itruck up. n one cheek , inftead of 
turning up the other, fhould lb far forget 

' his literal interpretation of our Saviour’s 
precept, as to bellow feme good diicipline 
upon the brute that infulted him, would 
not be difagreeable to us. We fliould 
laugh, and be diverted with his fpirit, 
and rather like him the better for it. But 
wc fliould by no means regard him with 
that refpeft and t deem which would feent 
due to one who, upon a like occalion, had 
acted properly, from a juft fenfe of what 
was proper to be done. No action can pro­
perly be called virtuous, which is not ac­
companied with the fentiment of felf-ap­
probation. P A R I
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P A R T  I V .

O f the E f f e c t  o f  U tility upon the 

fentiinent o f  approbation.

S E C T .  I.

Oi the beauty which the appearance of U t i - 
LITY beftows upon all the productions of 
art> and of the extenlive influence of this 
ipecies of beauty.

^  A T  utility is one of the principal 
J  fources of beauty has been obferved 
) ev^iy body, who has considered with any 

attention what conftitutes the nature of beau- 
/*  convenicncy of a houfe gives plea-
ure to the fpeCtator as well as its regularity, 

an e is as much hurt when he obferves the 
ontrary defett, as when he fees the cor- 

^ P ^ e n t  windows of different forms, or 
., C 0or not placed exaCtly in the middle of 
y  Ul‘ding. That the fitnefs of any fy fleni 
° r mac^ine to produce the end for which it 
Vas mtended} bellow: a certain propriety and

Z  beauty

*
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W v S M y  upon the whole, and renders the very 

thought and contemplation o f it agreeable, 
is fo very obvious that nobody has over­
looked it.

The caufe too, why utility pleafes, has of 
late been affigned by an ingenious and agree­
able phiicfopher, whojoins the greateft depth 
o f thought to the greateft elegance of ex- 
prefiion, and poftefles the fingular and happy 
talent of treating the abftrufeft lubjeds not 
only with the moll perfed perfpicuity, but 
with the moft lively eloquence. The utility 
o f any objed, according to him, pleafes 
the mafter by perpetually fuggefting to him 
the plealure or conveniency which it is fitted 
to promote. Every time he looks at it, he is 
put in mind of this pleafure ; and the objed 
in this manner becomes a fource o f perpetual 
fatisfadion and enjoyment. The fpedator 
enters by fympathy into the fentimcnts of the 
mafter, and necdlarily views the objed un­
der the fame agreeable afped. When we 
vil't the palaces of the great, we cannot help 
conceiving the fatishdion we ftiould enjoy if  
we ourfelves were the mafters, and were pof- 
fefied of fo much artful and ingeniouily con­
trived accommodation. A fimilar account is 
given why the appearance t)f inconveniency

ftiould
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^ihould render any objedt difegreeable both to 

tiie owner and.to the fpedlator.
but that this fitpefs, this happy contri- 

' ance °i Any production of art fhould often 
. e more valued, than the very end for which 
K WaS intended; and that the exadt adjuft- 
nitnt ol the means for attaining any conve- 
ntency or pleafure, fhould frequently be 
l«ore regarded, than that very conveniency 
t|f P ea ûre> in the attainment of wnich 

11 "  btd.e merit would feem to conflft, has 
(,f ^ iar as I know, been yet taken notice
r y dny body. That this however is very 
J ^ucntly the cafe> may be obferved in a 
louU antl .inftaav:es> both in the moft. frivo- 
buma npf n mo^ important concerns 01

ailj  J lcn a perfon comes into his chamber, 
cf th 'dS the c*Vairs ali Ending in the middle 
and C [0t)ln' is angry with his fervant, 
diford ^  fban fee them continue in that 
pct t̂  "r> f e£*haps takes the trouble bitrdclf to 

"  1 a*' in their places with their backs 
i;,n . ' ' - * he whole propriety of this new 
in 1 ,• arUes from its fuperior conveniency
at, ,;"a' lnS * be floor fixe and difengaged. To 
bimfqf ,S COUveniency he voluntarily puts 

e 1 1:0 more trouble than all he could 
Z 2 ' hive
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buffered from the want of i t ; fmce no­
thing was more eafy, than to have fet himfelf 
down upon one of them, which is probably 
what he does when his labour is over. What 
he wanted therefore, it feems, was npt fo 
much tins conveniency, as that arangement 
of things which promotes it. Yet it is this 
conveniency which ultimately recommends 
that arrangement, and bellows upon it the 
whole of its propriety and beauty.

A watch, in the fame manner, that falls 
behind above two minutes in a day, is de- 
fpifed by one curious in watches. He fells it 
perhaps for a couple of guineas, and pur- 
chafes another at fifty, which will not lofe 
above a minute in a fortnight. The foie ufe 
of watches however, is to tell us what o’clock 
it is, and to hinder us from breaking any en­
gagement, or fuffering any other inconveni- 
ency by our ignorance in that particular 
point. But the perion fo nice with regard to 
th is machine, will not always be found ei- 
th r more fcrupuloufly punctual than cdicr 
men or more anxioufly concerned upon any 
otl , account, to know precilcly what time 
of day it is. W hat interefts him is not fo 
much the attainment of this piece of know­

ledge
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ledge as the perfection of the machine that 
ferves to attain it.

How many people ruin themfelves by lay- 
]S  out money on trinkets of frivolous utility:

What pleafes thefe lovers of toys is not fo 
^uch the utility, as the aptnefs of the ma­
chines that are fitted to promote it. All their 
H>cl ets are fluffed with little conveniences.

ey c°ntrive new pockets, unknown in the 
c-oaths ° f  other people, in order to carry a 
greater number. They walk about loaded 

1 a multitude of baubles, in weight and 
o me times in value not inferior to an ordinary 

Jews-box, f0me of which may fometimes 
C ^  ,iome httle ufe, but all of which might 

1_a 1̂!ries be very well fpared, and ol which 
e whole utility is certainly not worth the 

at!|Ue °1' bearing the burden, 
j ur Is it only with regard to fuch frivo- 
°os objeCfc that our comj U(ft js influenced by 

0J ‘S, principle ; it is often the fecret motive
» rnoil ferio is and important puriuits of

private and public life, 
he poor man’s ion, whom heaven in its 

X * er has vitited with ambition, when he be- 
? n.s to look around him admires the con- 
J Hion of the rich. He finds the cot.age of 

18 rather too I'm a 11 for his accommodation,
Z i  and"  j
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x ^ .r ^ jg  fancies he fhould be lodged more at his 
eafe in a palace. He is difpleafed with be­
ing obliged to walk a-foot, or to endure the 
fatigue of riding on horfeback. He fees his 
fuperiors carried about in machines, and 
imagines that in one of thefe he could travel 
with lefs inconvenicncy. He feels himfelf 
naturaliy indolent, and willing to ferve him­
felf with his own bawds as little as porlible; 
and iudge:-, that a numerous retinue of fer- 
vants would fave him from a great deal of 
tr ible. He thinks if he hrd attained all 
thefe, he could lit ffill contentedly, and be 
quiet, enjoying himfelf in the thought of the f
■ happinefs and tranquillity of his fituation.
He is enchanted with the diftant idea of this 
.felicity. It appears in his fancy like the life 
o f fome fuperior rank of beings, and, in 
order to arrive at it, he devotes himfelf for 
ever to the purfuit of wealth and greatncf;.
To obtain the convenieneies which thefe 
afford he fubmits in the frrft year, nay in the 
firft month of his application, to more fa­
tigue of body and more ufleafirtefs of mind 
than he could have fullered through the 
whole of his life from the want of them, 
lie  ftudies to diflinguifh himfelf in fotne la­
borious profeiTion, With the itnoft unrelent­

ing

0  %\ " 1 ^
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in§ indullry he labours night and day to ac­
quire talents fuperior to all his competitors.
He endeavours next to bring thofe talents 
into public view, and with equal affiduity lo-
lcits cvery opportunity of employment. For 

t iis purp°fe }le ma],es court to aii man-
;Jn • }f  Perves thofe whom he hates, and 
L °  equious to thofe whom he defpifes.
-, rou&h the whole of his life he purfues the 
whid j3 CCrta'n ai*tificial and elegant rcpofe 
facr V  6 ma^ never arrive at, for which he 
in h: CC a ICâ  tranquillity that is at all times 
of o!SdP0Wer> and which, if in the extremity 
1̂11 f !1C at attain to it, he

humbl1 r° *n no rePPe<̂ : preferable to that 
had ii e aRd contentment which he
dregs aif (i°ae^ tor H is then> *n the ât̂
dife-fe, L:fe> his body walled with toil and 
ttienlo * ' miRd gauled and ruffled by the
point°r  ̂ 0i a th°ufind injuries and dif'.p- 
'Vith1 ?-Cnts ^'hich he imagines he has met 
fro 1 j':n the injullice of his enemies, or 
friend t ^  perfidy and ingratitude of his 
" ’ealtf' he begins at â -̂ t° hnd that 
frivo' * an^ Sreatnefs are mere trinkets of 
Cu • ,0US utility, no more adapted for pro- 
tin! ° f  body or tranquillity of mind

u tRetweezer-cafes of the lover of toys;
Z 4. aRd



The E f f e c t  Part IV. ^ i L
like them too more troublefome to the 

perfon who carries them about with him than 
all the advantages they can afford him are 
commodious. There is no other real differ­
ence between them, except that the conve- 
niencies of the one are fomewhat more ob- 
fervable than thofe of the other. The pa­
laces, the gardens, the equipage, the re­
tinue ot the great are obiedts of which the 
obvious conveniericy ftrikes every body.
They do not require that their mafters fhould 
point o. t to u; wherein confifts their utility.
Of our own accord we readily enter into it, 
and by fympathy enjoy and thereby applaud 
the fatisf ;&ion which they arc fitted to afford 
him. But the curiofitv of a tooth-pick, of 
an ear-picker, of a machine for cutting the 
pads, or of any other trinket of the fame 
kind, is not fo obvious. Their conveniency 
may perhaps be equally great, but it is not 
fa finking, and we do not fo readily enter 
into the latf fadtion of the man who poffelles 
them. They are therefore lefs reasonable 
ubjedt of va ity than the magnificence of 

wealth and greatnefs; and in this confifis 
the iolc advantage of thefe laft. They more 
cifcdlualiy gratify that love of diflindfion fo 
natural to man, To one who was to live

alone

V b U
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X^T^pne in a defolate ifland it might be a matter 
o' doubt perhaps whether a palace or acollec- 
tion of fuch fmall conveniencies as are com­
monly contained in a tweezer-cafe, would con- 
tn ute moll to his happinefs and enjoyment.
- \C ^ to l‘ve *n Society, indeed, there 

* no comparifon, becaufe in this, as in 
? tler ca ĉs, we conftantly pay more re- 

t0 j t° - 1 fentiments o f the fpedtator, than 
j  10 e perfon principally concern’d,

to oil n 1 er rather hoWhisfituation will appear 

himfelf pC“fple' than ,low !t wi"  aPPear to
the fpea-ita, T - t  examine>. howe' ,cr« wfay  
t;on j ’ diftmguifhes with fuch admira-

We fliaU T \ dli ° n o i  the rich and thc Sreat»
count of th r  is not fo mucl? uPon f C" 
they a ' G luPer ôr cafe or pleafuie which

berlefs 1  to erW ’ as o f the nnm-
pro - 1 iC*a and elegant contrivances (or

cafe or pleafure. He , ,

than o th e r  asmf  that they are really ,,v- P" r 
mPbCt 1 PCople : but he imagines th. r1 cy
fh ‘ f l  m? «  means of happinefs. An.
jSe;lIls^ ' 1,° us and artful adjuftment of tl.
e(} .] . 1 end for which they were inter
ration^ 1S Pr n̂cipal fonree of his admi-

But
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in the languor of difeafe, and the wea- 

rinefs of old age, the pleafures o f the vain 
and empty diftindtions' of grc.atnpfs difappear.
To one in this fituation they are no longer 
capable of recommending ihofe toilfome pur- 
fuits in which they had formerly engaged 
him. In his heart he curfes ambition, and 
vainly regrets the eafe and the indolence of 
youth, pleafures which are fled forever, and 
which he has foolifbly facrificed for what, 
when he has got it, can afford him no real 
fatisfadtion.

In this miferable afpedt does greatnels ap­
pear to every man when reduced either by 
ipleen or difeafe to obferve with attention his 
own fituation, and to confider what it is that 
is really wanting to his happinefs. Power 
and riches appear then to be, what they are, 
enormous and operofe machines, contrived 
to pre luce a few triffling convcniencies to 
tli bo ly, confifl'ng of fprings the mofl nice 
and delicate, which mud be kept in order 
v, th the moft anxious attention, and which 
in fpite of all our care are ready every mo­
ment to hurfl into pieces, and to crush in 
tl eir rui is their unfortunate poffeffor. They 
ate immenfe fabrics, which it requires the 
labour of a life to raife, which threaten every

mo-

\ ^ X '



moment to overwhelm the perfon who 
d-.vells in them, and which while they hand, 
though they may lave him from iome finall- 
ei 'nc°nveniencies, can protect him from 
!?jne op the fsverer inclemencies of the fea- 
' Jl1' They keep off the fummer fhower, 
not t k  winter florna, but leave him always,
V  ,muc 15 uncf fometimes more expofed than 

e ore, to anxiety, to fear, and to forrow ;
°  p1 c'ul -̂sy to danger, and to death, 

i .Ut t'^> this fplenetic philofophy, which 
to • °  ^c^ne ŝ or low fpirits is familiar 

. thtts entirely depreciates thofe
, °  op human-de-fire, when in bet- 

r ji Ka ta ancl In better humour, we never 
afredt t l̂em undei a more agreeable
for mV r Ur Pagination, which in pain and 
with’m CmS t0 confined and cooped up
profoe ^  ° Wn Perfons» ln  times ° f  eaPe ant  ̂
us W *1  ̂ e>T ands itfelf to every thing around 
acrn.^a[e*k ^  fa rm ed  with the beauty of that

bottom vo°f+KVhich reignS iu the palaCCS ‘ind 
thin» \ ' the Sreat; and admire how every
prevent' ,adaptecl to promote their eafe, to
and to 1 ^  Wants> to gratify their wiflies,
h >ns depmUle and er*tertain their mod trivo-

lre,s; he we confider the real fatis-
^ •ueb all thefe drives are capable of

b afford- <
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affording, by itfelf and feperated from tlie 
beauty of that arangement which is fitted to 
promote it, it will always appear in the high- 
eft degree contemptible and trifling. But we 
rarely view it in this abftradl and philofophi- 
cal light. We naturally confound it in our 
imagination with the order, the regular and 
harmonious movement of the fyftem, the 
machine or ceconomy by means of which 
it is produced. The pleafures of wealth and 
greatnefs, when conlidered in this complex 
view, ftrike the imagination us fomething 
grand and beautiful and noble, of which 
the attainment is well worth all the toil 
and anxiety which we are fo apt to beftow 
upon it.

And it is well that nature impofes upon us 
in this manner. It is this deception which 
rcufcs and keeps in continual motion the in- 
duftry of mankind. It is this which firft 
prompted them to cultivate the ground, to 
build l.oufes, to found cities and coiamon- 
we lths, and to invent and improve all the 
feiences and arts, which ennoble and embel- 
lil) human life; which have entirely chang­
ed the whole face of the globe, have turned 
the rude forefts of nature into agreeable and 
fertile plains, and made the tracklefs and burr

ren

‘*kl| r\ 
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ren ocean a new fund cf fuBfiftence, and the 
great high road of communication to the dif­
ferent nations of the earth. The earth by 
thde labours of mankind has been obliged to 
redouble her natural fertility, and to maintain 
a greater multitude of inhabitants. It is to 
no purpofe, tliat the proud and unfeeling land-
?U VIews extenfive fields, and without a 

m o u g  it  j or th e  w a n ts  0 p j^ s p,ret}irerij jn  im a -

& ation confumes himfclf the whole harveft 
P 8>rows upon them. The homely and

tl e t ruPl°Verb> tbat ^ie eye *s larSer
• i e y* never was more fully verified than

rnaĉ ff11̂  t0 capacity of his fto-
ot p1 jCa-fS no ProP°rtion to the immenfity 
tint S ( C/UeS’ anĉ w *ll receive no more than 
nhi; ° / aC meaneft peafant. The reft he is 
..artfe. t<a diftribute among thofe, who pre- 
},e'■ ,̂ e n’lceft manner, that little which
un tl n ° , ma^es ufeof, anions thofe who fit
fm, c l * in " 'hich * »  l it*  is ‘O be Wh­
in order wh°  ProvHc a,,d k“ P
wu: i 1 he different baubles and trinkets, 
neis • 7  ^ P ^ ’cd in the oeconomy of great- 
rv ? 0 xvhom thus derive from his lu\u- 
CV p? caPrice, that fhare of the necefiaries 
neA ^  hich they would in vain have c x -  

rom his humanity or his juftice. The 
• produce

—<V\ • '
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T%^2 r̂oc?ace of the foil maintains at all times nearly 
that number of inhabitants, which it is ca­
pable of maintaining. The rich only feledt 
from the heap what is molt precious and 
agreeable. I hey confume little more than 
the poor, and in fpite of their natural felfifli- 
nels and rapacity, tho’ they mean only their 
own conveniency, tho1 the foie end which 
they propofe from the labours of ail the thou­
sands whom they employ, be the gratification 
of their own vain and infatiable defires, they 
divide with the poor the produce of all their 
improvements. They are led by an invifible 

- hand to make nearly the fame diftribution of 
the neceffaries of life, which would have 
been made, had the earth been divided into 
equal portions among all its inhabitants, 
and thus without intending it, without 
knowing it, advance the intereft of the 
fociety, and afford means to the multi­
plication of the fpecies. When providence 
divided the earth among a few lordly mafters, 
it neither forgot nor abandoned thofe who 
feemed to have been left out in the partition.
Thefc lafl too enjoy their fhai c of all that it 
produces. In what conftitutes the real hap- 
pinefs of human life, they are in no refpebt 
inferior to thofe who would feein fo much

above

3 *0 -
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 ̂bove thv.rn. In eafe of body and peace of 
jDm ’ t'lc different ranks of life are nearly 
|'j°? a leve!’ and the beggar, who funs him- 
?  1 ' / ^ie ^de of the highway, poffefTes that 
ecutuy which kings are lighting for.

The fame principle, the fame love of fyf- 
etrb the fame regard to the beauty of order,

0l art and contrivance, frequently ferves to 
^ commend thofe inftitutioiis, which tend to 
promote the public welfare. When a patriot 
C ' erts himfelt for the improvement of any 
p a t of the public police, his conduCf does not 
always arife from pure fympathy with the 
happinefs of thofe, v ho are to reap the bene­
fit of it. It is not commonly from a fellow- 
feeling with carriers u.,d waggoners that a •- 
public lpirited man encourages the mending 
of high roads. When the legiflature eftab- 
lifhes premiums and other encouragements 
to advance the linnen or woollen manufactu­
re', its conduct feldom proceeds from pure 
fympathy vvitb the wearer of cheap or fine 
cloth, and much lefs from that with the ma- 
n,rlaCturer, or merchant. The perfection of 
Police, the extenlion of trade and manufue- 

( - > are noble and magnificent objects. 
le contemplation of them pit ales us, and 
e aje inicrefted in whatever can tend to ad­

vance

3 * 0
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vance them. They make part of the great 
fyftem of government, and the wheels of the 
political machine feem to move with more 
harmony and eafe by means of them. We 
take pleafure in beholding the perfection of 
fo beautiful and grand a fyftem, and we are 
unealy till we remove any obftrudtion that 
can in the leaft difturb or incumber the regu­
larity of its motions. All conft'tutions of 
government, however, are valued only in 
proportion, as they tend to promote the hap- 
pinefs of thofe who live under them. This 
is their foie ufe and end. From a certain fpi- 
rit of fyftem, however, from a certain love 
of art and contrivance, we fometimes feem 
to value the means more than the end, and to 
be ea'>-cr to promote the happinefs of our fel­
low-creatures, rather from a view to perfect 
and improve a certain beautiful and orderly 
fyftem, than from any immediate fenfe or 
feeling of what they either fuffer or enp y.
There have been men of the greatcft public 
fpirit, who have fliown thcmfelves in other 
refpedts not very tcnfible to the feelings of 
humanity. And on the contrary, there have 
been men of the greateft humanity, who 
fecin to have been entirely devoid of public 
fpirit. Every man may find in the circle of

hi*
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^ f--S- acquaintance inftances both o f the on¥^

kind and the other. W ho had ever Ids hu­
manity, or more public fpirit than the cele­
brated regiflator o f Mulcovy ? The fociai and 
well natured Jam es the firft o f Great-Bridin 
eems on the contrary to have had il arcc any 

P  10rij eit'ner for the gjory, or the intereft of 
i 13 country* W ould you awaken the incjjj- 

T'i — t"le manJ who fetms almoit dead to 
^ often be to no purpose to 

th e ^  6 t0 t l̂e happinefs o f the rich and 
rid f  ’ t0 te^ him that they are gene- 
1 l heltered from the fun and the rain,

• a they are feldom hungry, that they are 
• \ - T  C0^> and that they are rarely ex- 
•j,. ^earinefs, or to want o f any -inch
v te me ft eloquent exhortation of this kind 
w . Uve Tittle effedt upon him. I f  you 
to ^ °Fe to fucceed, you mull deferibe 

lun ,the convenience and arrangement of 
lc diherent apartinents jn their palaces; 

tj^ 1. rnuft explain to him the propriety o f 
l̂r C(i uipages, and point out to him the 

^umber, the order, and tlie difterent of- 
.lCfcs all their attendants. I f  any thing 
lj capable of making impreilion upon him 
*hlS will. Yet all thefe things tend only to 
"CCP °h  the fun and the rain, to Jave them 

h °m  hunger and cold, from want and wca-
A a rinefs,

1  .  i  4*"
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^hnefs. Tn the fame manner, if you would 
implant public virtue in the breaft of him> 
who feems heedlefs of the intereft of his coun­
try, it will often be to no purpofe to tell him, 
what luperior advantages the fubjedis of a 
well-governed date enjoy; that they are bet­
ter lodged, that they are better cloathed, 
that they are better fed. Theic confide- 
rations will commonly make nogre.it impref- 
lion. You will be more likely to perfuade, 
if you defcribc the great fyftem of public po­
lice which procures thefe advantages, if you 
explain the connections and dependencies of 
its feveral parts, their mutual fubordination 
to one another, and their general fubfeivi- 
cncy to the happinefs of the fociety ; if you 
fliow how this fyftem might be introduced 
into bis own country, what it is that hinders 
it from taking place there at prefent, how 
thofe obftru&ions might be removed, and all 
the feveral wheels of the machine of govern­
ment be made to move with more harmony 
and fmoothnefs, without gratin0 upon one 
another, or mutually retarding one another’s 
motions. It is fcarce poflible that a man 
fhould liften to a difcourle of this kind, and 
not feel hirnfelf animated to fome degree of 
public fpi.it. He will, at leaft for the mo­
ment, feel fome defire to remove thofe ob~

ftruCtions
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fti unions, and to put into motion fo beautiful 
and fo orderly a machine. Nothing tends fo 
much to promote public fpirit as the ftudy of 
po itics, of the feveral fyffcems of civil go­
vernment, their advantages and diiadvan- 

^le conftitution of our own coun- 
^tucjt!on, and intereft with regard to 

tl W| r  nations» commerce, its defence, 
^advantages it labours under, the dan-

move0 ] 1,C^ **" ma^ e^P°^e<̂> how to re“ 
other  ̂^T°ne> an<̂  1̂0w to guar<̂  again!! the 
tj0ns * . Pon this account political difquifi-
are oV1 an(̂  reaf°nahle, and practicable,
Ufef , a t l̂e w°rks of fpeculation the moll 
them * VCn wea^ê  anĉ  the word: of 
They f16 00t a t̂oSether without their utility, 
fions oflVC ^  Ĉâ  t0 animate the public paf- 
mean' p 60’ an̂ rouze them to feek out the 
cicty S °^Promoting the happinefs of the fo-

Aa 2 C H A P .
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S E C T .  II.

Or the beauty which the appearance of uti­
lity bellows upon the characters and acti­
ons of men ; and how far the perception 
of this beauty may be regarded as one of 
the original principles of approbation.

T H E  characters of men, as well as the 
contrivances of art, or the inftitutionsoi 

civil government, may be fitted either to pro­
mote or to difturb the happinefs both of the 
individual and of the fociety. The prudent, 
the equitable, the aCtive, refolute and fober 
character promifes profperity and Satisfaction, 
both to the perfon himfelf and to every one 
connected with him. 1 he rafh, theinfolent, 
the flothful, effeminate and voluptuous, on 
the contrary forbodes ruin to the individual, 
and misfortune to all who have any thing to 
do with him. The fird turn of mind has 
at lead all the beauty which can belong to 
the molt perfect machine that was ever in­
vented for promoting the mod agreeable pur- 
pofe : and the fecond all the deformity of the

mod
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^dmfefcaukward and clumfy contrivance. What 
inftitation of government could tend fo mucn 
to promote the happinefs of mankind as the 
general prevalence of wii'dom and virtue?
AU government is but an imperfedi: remedy 
° r the deficiency of thefe. Whatever beauty, 
ierefore, can belong to civil government up- 

° n aceount of its utility, muib in a far fupe- 
^gree belong to thefe. On the contrary, 

w ut  ̂ civil policy can be fo ruinous and de- 

effU£>1Ve ^  v*ces men* The iatal
thuv>S ^ad government arife from no- 
a but that it does not fufiiciently guard 
,f\?n . ^lc mii'chiefs which human wicked- 
Ilc‘ s gives occafion to.
tc  ̂ *ls beauty and deformity which charac- 
incc^  ̂^Car *° ^cr*ve It0111 their ufefulnefs or 
li„t' ° nVCnicncy, are apt to fcrike, in a pecu- 
anf|1Tlâ ner, thofe who confider in an abftract 
<1 P ‘^o^ophical light, the adion and con- 

mankind. When a philof raer goes 
Cr * arn*ne why humanity is approved of, or 
t e condemned, he does not always form 
^  Inifelf in a V̂ ry cjear ancj didinft manner, 
e'tl C° nctption of any one particular adtion 

ltr ot cruelty or of humanity, but is com- 
° n .y contented with the vague and .nde- 

erminatc idea which the general names of
A a 3 thofe
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~~ Tnofe qualities fugged to him. But it is in 
particular inftances only that the propriety or 
impropriety, the merit and demerit of adions 
is very obvious and difeernibie. It is only 
when particular examples are given that we 
perceive diflindly either the concord or difa- 
greement between our own affedions and thofe 
of the agent, or feel a focial gratitude arife to­
wards him in the one cafe, or a fympathetic re- 
fentment in the other. When we confider vir­
tue and vice in an abftrad and general manner, 
the qualities by which they excite thefe fe- 
veral fentiments feem in a great meafure to 
difappear, and the fentiments themfelvcs be­
come Iefs obvious and difeernibie. On the 
contrary the happy efteds of the one and the 
fatal confcquences, ©f the other feem then to 
rife up to the view, and as it were to ftand 
out and diflinguifh themfelves from all the 
other qualities of either.

The fame ingenious and agreeable author 
who firft explained why utility plcalcs, has 
been fo ilruck with this view of things, as 
to relblve our whole approbation of virtue 
into a perception of this fpecics of beauty 
which rcfults from the appearance of utility.
No qualities of the mind, he obferves, are 
approved of as virtuous, but fuch as arc ufe-

ful
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agreeable either to the perfon hjm fdf or 
to ethers ■ and no qualities are difapproved of 
as vltious but fuch as have a contrary tendency.
•And, nature, indeed, feems to have fo. hap- 
Puy adjufted our fentiments of approbation 
aiu ^approbation, to the convcnicncy both 
0 1 e individual and of the lociety, that af- 
lLj P-r^ eft examination it will be found,But n if* ̂ lat tHs *s univerfally ̂ ie ca*e*
• \ . * affirm, that it is not the view of

firft Utl ° r hurtfulnefs which is either the 
and ° r  ^riD^Pa  ̂ P°urce ° i  olu approbation 
no d approbation, Thele fentiments are 
perr U,̂ t en l̂ance(i and enlivened by the 
ref pP^011 beauty or deformity which
Ain V ' ° m utility or Aurtfulncfs. But 
diff* t,le7 arc originally and cflenti-iUy

■q,rent r̂°to this perception, 
tbn ° r 11 feems impoffible that
^ approbation of virtue fhould be a fenti- 
,,Knt the fame kind with that by which 
Lu -iaEprovc a convenient and well contrived 

ln? J or that we ihould have no other 
on |0r praffing a man than that for which 

Wc commend a cheft of drawers.
A,|d fecondly it will be found, upon exa- 

minati°n, th..t the ufefulnefs of any difpofi- 
i0n ° f  mind is feldom the firft ground of 

A a 4 our
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oui approbation ; and that the fentiment of 
approbation always involves in it a fenfe of 
propriety quite didindt from the perception 
of utility. We may obferve this with regard 
to all the qualities which are approved of as 
virtuous, both thofe which, according to 
this fydem, are originally valued as ufeful to 
ourfelves, as well as thofe which are edcem- 
cd on account of their ufcfulnefs to others.

The qualities mod ufeful to ourfelves are 
firft of all fuperior reafon and undemand­
ing, by which we are capable of dlfcerning 
the remote confequences of all our adtions, 
ami of forfeeing the advantage or detriment 
which is likely to refult from them : and fe­
ci ’idly, felf-command, by which we are en­
abled to abftain from prcfcnt pleafure or to 
endure prefeni: pain, in order to obtain a 
grt iter pleafure or to avoid a greater pain 
in forne future time. In the union of thofe 
two qualities conbdsthe virtue of prw\. nee, 
of all t; e virtues that which is mod ufeful to 
the individual.

With regard to the Juft o f  thofe qualities, 
it has been obfervcd upon a former occafion 
that fuperibr reafon and underdanding are 
originally approved f  as jud and right and 
accurate,’ and not incerly as ufeful or ad-

van ta-
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~ vantageous. It is in the abftrufer fciences, 
particularly in the higher parts o f mathema­
tics, that the greateft and mod admired ex­
ertions of human realon have been difplayed.
But the utility of thole fciences, either to the 
individual or to the public, is not very obvi- 
ous, and to prove it requires a difcullion 
which is not always very eafily comprehend- 
cd. It Was notj therefore, their utility which 
/  . rec°nim  ended them to the public admi- 

tation. This quality was but little infilled 
 ̂ 1 nn> till it became neceffary to make fome 
• 1 ' the reproaches o f thole, who, hav- 
coS themfelves no tafle for luch fublime dif- 
u f T f GS> endeavoured to depreciate them as

h ^ llat h^lf command, in the lame manner,

°£dei ^  WC re^ r n our ? re ênt appetites in 
th e r l t0  g ratify t h e m  m orc fo iiy  u Pon an0,‘ 
tjlc ° Ccafion is approved of as much under 

propriety a under that o f utility. 
wh|- ' ve a<ft in this manner the fentiments 
coi ' .l In^Ucnce oiir condudl feem exactly to 
fpe&at °  l^°fe ° f  fpeflator. The 
preie 1̂ ° l ^0es not fet‘i the Solicitations of out* 
WeareV^,Pctltes* T o  him the pleasure which 
is juil •. ! en’°y  a week hence, or a year hence, 

as tntereftiug as that which vve are to
enjoy
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l ^ s ^ c n j o y  this moment. When for the fake of 

the prefent, the refore, we facrifice the future, 
our conduit appears to him abfuftj and ex­
travagant in the higheft degree, and he can­
not enter into the principles which influence 
it. On the contrary, when we abftain from 
prefent pleafure, in order to iecure greater 
plea: ore to come, when we ait as if the re- 

■ mote object interefted us as much as that 
which immediately preffes upon the femes, 
as our aftedtions exadtly correfpond with his 
own, he cannot fail to approve of our beha­
viour : and as he knows from experience, 
how few are capable of this felf-command 
he looks upon our condudt with a confidera- 
ble degree of wonder and admiration. Hence 
arifes that eminent efteem with which all 
men naturally regard a fteady perleveraince 
in the practice of frugality, induftry and ap­
plication, though directed to no other piirpofe 
than the acquisition of fortune. The refoluto 
firmnefsof the perfonwho acts in this manner, 
and in order to obtain a great though remote 
advantage, not only gives up all prefent 
pleafures, but endures the grfcatefl: labour 
both of mind and body, neccTarily com­
mands our approbation. That view of his 
intefeft and happinefs which appears to re­

gulate
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d%r, .. ĵ^mate his condud, exadtly tallies with 

the idea which we naturally form of it.
cre *s tbe moft perfect correfpondence 

^etween his fentiments and our own, and 
a. * le Parne time, from our experience of 
• common weaknefs of human nature, it 

- conefpondehce which we could not rea- 
n-o y have expe<ftcd. We not only ap- 

lv-,..e’ 1 jCl^̂ ore> but in fome meafure ad- 
confi ' Ij a°d  think it worthy of a

«nfuouf„ersdeogfreCtI ° f “PP’.- 'f-  h  Is the 
and eftcem i ° \  . mented ^probation
Portin;, t h / V HCh .lsalone caPable of lbP- 
Tl\e p]e d  nSent in this tenor of condudk.
hence •  ̂u"‘' 'vhich we are to enjoy ten years
that \yJp-te,re^S Us Po little in companion with

Which th l fiVn. enj°-V t0 d‘bV’ tllC Paffion 
in COn ' e frrft excites, is naturally lo weak
which the*' Wltb that violent emotion 
tha: the C bcond *s apt to give occafion to, 
the cthe°ne COtdd never be any balance to 
h n fco f'1’ Un,cfs v as fnpported by the 
We ,n(M.br0priety> by die confciouihef? that 
every [K ]C tbe cfteem and approbation of 
that w ^  at°>-iiig in the one way, and 
C01)tcm u'CCaine t! ? proper objeds of their 
other and deripl0a by behaving in die

Humanity,

\ c C
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Humonity, judice, generofity and p u b l i c ^ ^  
ip rit, are the qualities mod: ufeful to others. 
Wherein con fids the propriety of humanity 
and judice has been explained upon a former 
©ccafion, where it was flievvn how much our 
edeem and approbation of thofe qualities de­
pended upon the concord between the af­
fections of che agent and thofe of the fpec- 
tators*

The propriety of generofity and public 
Ipirlt is founded upon the fame principle 
with that of judice. Generofity is diffe­
rent from humanity. Thofe two qualities, 
which at fird fight feem fo nearly allied, do 
not always belong to the fame perfon. Hu­
m ility s the virtue of a woman, generofity 
of a man. The fair fex, who have com­
monly much more tendernefs than ours, have 
feldom fo much generofity. That women 
rarely make confiderable donations is an ob- 
i :rvation of the civil law*. Humanity confids 
merely in the exquifite fellow-feeling which 
O ' fpedt tor entertains with the fentiments 
of the pci funs principally concerned fo as 
to grie ve for their differing;, to relent their 
v juries, and rejoice at their good fortune.

* Raro mulO-re donarc folert.
The
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JLf‘~ moft humane actions require no felf- 
no felf-command, no great exertion 

5* f ^nfe of propriety. They confift on- 
 ̂  ̂’fling what this exquifhe fympathy

p ‘ ' hs own accord prompt us to do.
Ut 1S tLiierways with generofity. W ene- 
er ate generoti9 except when in fome rcfpedt

fIcVf tTr0me dtherPerjfon to ourfeIvcs> and
our1 ° mc Sreat and important intereft of 
of °r^n an eclUcd intereft of a friend or 
prete ^he man who gives up his
of hi? 10n,S^  an office thatvvas the great object 
tb,e {'ei-v-" 'ltl0nJ becaule, he imagines that 
the rV1Cts ° f  aPother are better entitled to i t ; 
6 f h - .  eT>ofes his life to defend that 
‘mport ncnd> he judges to he of more
nitv tn?e> nehher of them adt from huma- 
What Z  ’CCaû e they feel more exquifitely 
.concer''ac<f ns t l̂at other perfon than what 
thofc S * crr>feives. They both confider

not in the light in 
but ir, t | le/, f atprally appear to themfelves,
To eve 'Z  m vV̂ 'c^ they appear to others, 
tion of q . ^ ancler the fuccefs or preferva- 
int;.reft,LUS 0t^er Perf°n may juftly be more 
foto tj t '̂a,‘ their own, but it cannot be 
other 1Cmlelves* When to theinteieft of this 

Ix "lonJ therefore, they faVrifcc their 
t J own ■,

7
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x<h -own; they accommodate themfelves to the 

fentiments of the fpedator, and by an effort 
o f magnanimity ad; according to thofe views 
of things which they feel, muff naturally oc­
cur to any third perfon. The foldier who 
throws away his life in order to defend that 
of his officer, would perhaps be but little af- 
feded by the death of that officer, if it 
fhould happen without any fault of his own, 
and a very fmall difafler which had befallen 
himfelf might excite a much more lively bor­
row. But when he endeavours to ad fo as 
to deferve applaufe, and to make the impar­
tial fpedator enter into the principles of his 
condud, he feels that to every body but him­
felf his own life is a triflecompa ed with that 
of his officer, and that when he (acrifices the 
one to the other, he ads quite properly and 
agreeably to what would be the natural ap- 
prebenfions of every impartial byftander.

It is the fame cafe with the greater exertions 
of public fpirit. When a young officer expofes 
his life to acquire fome inconfiderable addi­
tion to the dominions of his fovereign, it is 
not,becaufe theacquifition of the new territory 
is to himfelf an objed more defireable than 
the prefervation of his own life. To him his 
own :ite is of infinitely more value than the

conqucft



. J^conqueil of a whole kingdom for the 'rate 
which he i'erves. But when he compares 
thole two objefts with one another, he does 
not view them in the light, in which they 
naturally appear to himfelf, but in that, in 
which they appear to the nation he fights 
for. To them the fuccels of the war is of 
the highefl importance ; the life of a private 
perfon of fcarce any confluence. When 
he puts himfelf in their fituation, he imme­
diately feels that he cannot be too prodigal 
o f his blood, if by (bedding it he can pro­
mote i'o valuable a purpofe. In thus thwart- 
ln.̂r from a fenfe of duty and propriety, the 
ft rouged of all natural propenfities, confi ds 
the heroifm of his condudt. There is many 
an honed Engliftiman, who in Iris private 
Ration would be more ferioufly didurbed by the 
<>fs of a guinea than by the national lots e£ 

Minorca, who yet, had it been in his power to 
efend that fortrefs, would have facrificed his 

,'|c a thou fund times, rather than, through 
M l i  have let it fall into the hands of the 

enemy. When the tird Brutus led forth his 
OVvn fons to a capital punilhnient, becaufe 

had confpired againtt the riling liberty of 
~ ° tV!c» he facrificed what, if he had cuii- 
tnb.ed his own bread only, would appear to

be

h > •
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• the ftronger to the weaker afFeCtion. Bra­
tus ought naturally to have felt much more 
for the death of his own fons, than for all 
that probably Rome could have fuffered from 
the want of fo great an example. But he 
viewed them, not with the eyes of a father, 
but With, thofe of a Roman citizen. He en­
tered fo thoroughly into the fentiments of this 
laft character that he paid no regard to that 
tye, by which he himfelf was connected 
with them, and to a Roman citizen, the fons 
even of Brutus feemed contemptible, when 
put into the balance with the fmalleft inter- 
eft of Rome. In thefe and in all other ca­
fes of tills kind, our admiration is not fo 

, much founded upon the utility, as upon the
unexpected, and on that account the great, 
the noble and exalted propriety of Inch ae- 
tiens. Thi? utility when we come to view 
it, bellows upon them undoubtedly a new 
beauty, and upon that account ftill further . 
recommends them to our approbation. This 
beauty, however, is chiefly perceived by- 
men of reflexion and fpeculation, and is by 
no means the quality which firft recom­
mends fuch aCtions to the natural lentlments 
of the bulk of mankind.

It

2>t,0
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. X" -c It is to be obferved, that fo far as the fen- 

timent of approbation arifes from the percep- 
1 tlon ° f  this beauty of utility, it has no rete- 

i^nce of any kind to the fentiments of others. 
J f  it was poflible. therefore, that a perfon 
Uiould grow up to manhood without any 
communication. with fociety, his own actions, 
^'^ht, notwithftanding, be agreeable or dil- 
• ĝreeable to him upon account of their ten— 

e,7  to ^is happincfs or di fad vantage, He 
'|'1yy l '‘f  ce*lVe a beauty of this kind in pru- 

enev, temperance and good conduct, and a 
c oimity in the oppoiite behaviour : He 

t ,Vlew ^ ls own temper and cha rafter 
\ Lvat 1041 of fads faction with which We 

0 1 efr a well contrived machine, in the
din' T e r  -°r With that fort of dinnfte and 
..n, 1 _ f ci0n whh which we regard a very 
ffs <* an  ̂ contrivance, in the other,
a mnt!Clc Perceptions, however, are mecrly 
and' ,Cv 0t tal ĉ> an<f have all the feeblenefs 
unnn ,V CaCy of ^ at fpecies of perceptions,
called V Û ncfs °*' w^ ,c^ w^at is Pr°Perly
notb>tl ^C !S ûun<̂ e;'i> they probably would 

° attended to by one in this loli—
thI  T  init' rahle condition. Even though 

J  ^ uid occur to him, they would by no 
taUi Avc the fame ctfedl upon him, ante-

Bb  cedent
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-dCbaent to his connection with fociety, which 
they would have in confequence of that con­
nection. He would not be caft down with 
inward ihame at the thought of this defor- 
mity 3 nor would he be elevated with fecret 
triumph of mind from the confcioufnefs of 
the contrary beauty. He would not exult 
from the notion of deferving reward in the 
one cafe, nor tremble from the fufpicion of 
meriting punifhment in the other* All fuch 
fentimen is fuppofe the idea of fome other 
being, who is die natural judge of the per- 
foil that feels them ; and it is only by fym- 
pathy with the decifions of this arbiter of his 
conduCt that he can conceive either the tri­
umph of felf-applaufe: or the fliamc of feif- 
condemnation.

P A R T
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P  A  R  T  V .
O f the I n f l u e n c e  o f  C u sto m  andFashion upon the fentiments ofmoraI approbation and oifappro- bation.

S E C  T . I.
- f  the Influence of cuftomand faflflon upon 

Ur noduns of beauty and deformity.

j '  H E R E  are other principles, befides 
Jlave f l0l<T aheady enumerated, which 
r ... • a C(̂ n^derablfe influence upon the moral 
c a u - y  0* mankind, and are the chief

opinicns ^ any irre8ular and dil'cordan,:
nation - “ lc‘ 1 prevail in different ages and
WorthyCGn̂ rn ing what is blameable or praife 
faflfl0 . 'le ê principles are cuftom and
nion ove^nnC^ eS w^*cb eXteud tbeii domi 
of \ 0Ur judgments concerning beauty

\Vhe Mnd'
feen t0g I i UV°  ° hJ f a s  havc frtflucnt,y beCfl
bit of 1° r  imag 'n«ti°n acquires a ha­
l f  the fl 1°^ Cabty from the one to the other* 
the fecnna apf ears we lay our account that 

a 18 to follow. Of their own ac- 
B b  a cord
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cord they put us in mind of one another, and 
the attention glides eafily along them. Tho’ 
independent of cudom, there fhouid be no 
real beauty in their union, yet when cudom 
has thus connected them together, we feel 
an impropriety in their reparation. The one 
we think is aukward when it appears without 
its ulual companion. We nufs fomething 
which we expected to find, and tiie habitual 
arangement of our ideas is difturbed by the 
difappointment. A fait of cloaths, for ex­
ample, feems to want fomething if they are 
without the moll infignificant ornament 
which ufually accompanies them, and we 
find a meannefs or aukwardnefi in the ab- 
fence even of a haunch button. When there 
is any natural propriety, in the union, cuftom 
increafes our fenfe of it, and makes a diffe­
rent arangement appear Hill moie dilagree- 
able than it would otherwife feem to be.
Thofe who have been a ci m -C. .o 1 cc things
in a good ta.de are more ci if gulled by whatever 
is ciumfy or aukward. Where the conjun&ion is 
improper, cuftom either diminifhes or Likes 
away altogether our fenfe of the impropriety.
Thofe who have been acoullomcd to flo- 
venly diknder lofe all fenfe of neatnels or 
elegance. The modes of furniture or drefii

which

\ f  Ih NP -f
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«X#hich fecm ridiculous to Ilrangers give n cM -^  

offence to the people who are ufed to them.
1‘afhionis different from cuftom, or rather 

is a particular fpecies of it. That is not the 
huh ion which every body wears, but which 
thole wear who are of a high rank, or cha- 
i i'..ter. The graceful, the eafy and com­
manding manners o f the great, joined to the 
U!Ual r*chnefs and magnificence of their dcels, 
yve»a grace to the very form which they 

appen to belfow upon it. As long as they 
continue to ufe this form, it is connected in 
°,Ur paginations with the idea of fomething
* <'j f 1- 2enteel and magnificent, and tho’ "

C Jt should bfe indifferent, it feems on ac-
P in' this relation, to have iotmething 

°ut it that is genteel and magnificent too.
* s icon as they drop it, it fi fes all the grace,
)V. lc 1 lt had appeared to pof .fi before, and

eiilg now ufed only bv the inferior ranks of 
1 cnpl. } feems to have fomething oi three 
Ineannels' and aukwardnefs.

Is and turnit rv  are allowed bv all the 
v/orld to be entirely under the d minion of 
cuftom and fa(hion. The influence of thofe 
principles, however, is b\ no means con- 
1!‘'f d to fo narrow a fpherc, but extends it- 
-  d to whatever i . in any re ■ c„ the object

B b 3 of
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tafle to mufic, to poetry, to architec­

ture. The modes of drefs and furniture are 
c ntinuaily changing, and that fafhion ap­
pearing ridiculous to-day which was admir-s 
L'-- hve years ago, we are experimentally con­
volved that it owed its vog.ue ch efly or en­
tirely to cuftom ancf fafhion. Cloaths and 
furniture are not made of very durable ma­
terials. A well fancied coat is done in a 
tv. e’ve month, and cannot continue longer 
to propagate, as the fafhion, that form ac­
cording to which it was made. The modes 
of furniture c hange lefs rapidly than thofe of 
drois ; became furniture is commonly more 
durable, In five, or fix years, however, it 
generally undergoes an entire revolution, and 
every man in his own time ices she fafhion 
in .his refpcct change many different 
ways. The productions of the other arts 
are much more luffing, and, when happily 
imagined, may continue to propagate the 
falhion of their make for a much longt?r 
time. A well contrived building may en­
dure many centuries : a beautiful' air may 
be delivered down by a fort of tradition, 
thio’ many faced ive generations: A well 
written poem may la If as long as the world,
.aid ajl j f  them continue for ages together, to '

give
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'vof give the vog'ie to that particular ftile, to that 
particular tafle or manner, according to 
which each of them was compofed. Fe 
men have an opportunity of feeing in their 
°wn times the fafhion in any of theie arts 
change very confiderably. Few men have 
*0 much experience and acquaintance with 
the different modes which have obtained in 
remote ages and nations, as to be thoroughly 
reconciled to them, or to judge with impar­
tiality between them, and what takes place 
m their own age and country. Few men 
therefore are willing to allow that cuftorn or 
“Anon have much influence upon their judg­

ments concerning what is beautiful, or other- 
m the productions of any of thofe arts; 

but imagine, that all the rules, which they 
think ought to be obferved in each of them,
‘ae funded upon reafon and nature, not 
uP°n habit or prejudice. A very little at­
tention, however, may convince them of 
the contrary, and fatisfy them that the influ­
ence of euitoni and fafhion over drefs and 
furniture is not more abfolute than over ar 
c itecture, poetry, and muiiC".

k m any reafon, for example, be afligned 
,vhy the Doric capital fhould be appropriate .1 
10 a Pillar, whofe height is equal to eight cli;*- 

B b 4 meters;
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; tee Jonic volute to one of nine ; and 

Corinthian foliage to one of ten? The 
propriety or each of thofe appropriations can 
he founded i.pon nothing but habit and cuf- 
tjrn* I he eye having been uled to fee a 
particular proportion connected with a parti­
cular Ornament, would be offended if they 
vveie not jii'utd together. Each of the five 
orders has its peculiar ornaments, which can- 
n</ be changed for any other, without giving 
of uice to ah thole who know any thing of 
the rules of architecture. According to fonie 
architects, indeed, fuch is the exquifite judg­
ment with which the antients have affigned 
to e o il order its proper ornaments, that no 
others can he found which are equally fuit- 
ablc. It feems, however, a little difficult to 
he cc nceived that thele forms, tho’ no doubt, 
extremely agreeable, fhould be the only 
forms which can fuit thofe proportions, or 
that there ffiould not be five hundred others 
which, antecedent to eftsbiifhqd cuftom, 
would h ve fitted them equally well. When 
cffi!o;r. however, lias dhhhihcd particular 
r. !cs >f building, provided they are n< t ah- 
f'.lutc'y urirta: >n?'.)le, it f  abfurd to think of 
alu nng them for others w! ich are only 
equally good, or even 1 - .others which, in

point
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of elegance and beauty, have natu- 

ra y ôme httle advantage over them. A 
man ?û  be ndiculoas who fhould appear 
m pu ic with a fuit of cloaths quite different 

oin t o e which are commonly worn, tho’
l̂el3 ^ould in itfclf be ever fo 

u., U ,°! convenient. And there feetns to 
ob tbe fame kind in orna- 

ntT c & a 10ufo after a quite different man-

Prefcrib^d1- C'lft° ni and fal]lion have
^  thcmfelves V ?  ^  omamcnts flwuM 
fornmonone, fon*cwhat fapenor to the

tain n'e f  ̂L° dle antienv rhetoricians a cer-
Priated to ^ i ^  VC.rfe Was b7 mture aPpfo~ 
as being n,,‘ Uj‘ partlcula[ fPecies of writing, 
ter, l_ ra v expreffive of that charac-

P^domin ulnt 01 pafIion> which ouSht to 
fit f0r "" 111 JL- One verfe, fiiey laid, was
which °  3nd anothcr for gay works, 
changed^T- t n0t’ they th o u g b t ,  be inter- 
Fhe°e' ■ ■ * '0ut the greatefl impropriety
feemr, tir of modern times, however,
fclf j - - d i d  this principle, the in it- 
bable aPPear to be evtremeh pro
blh is th Klt tbe burlefque verfe in eng- 

e 1eroic verfe in French. The tra-
pediec
6  ,f
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••<, -'.gedics of Racine and the Henriad of Vol­

taire, are in the fame verfe with
27)f« /ratf /« ’«>' /diy the knight f u l l  o f care.

The burlesque verfe in French, on the con­
trary' is pretty much the fame with the 
heroic verfe of ten fyllables in i.nglifh. Cuf- 
torn has made the one nation atiociate the 
ideas of gravity, fublitnity and ferioufnefs, to 
that meafure which the other has cinnedted 
with whatever is gay, flippant and ludicrous. 
Nothing would appear more abfurd in Eng- 
li-'h thai'i a tragedy written in the Alexandrine 
verfes ot the FrenJh ; or in French, th.m a 
work of the fame kind in verfes of ten fyl­
lables.

An eminent artift will bring about a con- 
f  dcrable change in the eftablithed modes of 
each of thofe arts, and introduce a r. w 
fall non of writing, mufic, or arch-tecfure.
As the drefs of an agreeable man oi high 
lvnk recommends i'fetf, and how peculiar 

rid fantaflical i cover, comes foon to be ad- 
,..vred and imitated } fo the excellencies of 
an eminent matter recommend his pecuha- 
r;qcs ar<d his manner becomes the faihion- 
1 I,- (Vile !u the art which he praftifes. The 

tadc of the Italians in nr.uflc and architc&ure 
has, within thefefift vyears,undergone a con-

i i fiderablo
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fiderable change, from imitating the peculia- 
lltlcs of fome eminent matters in each of 
t lofc arts, Seneca is accufed by Quintilian 
°  having corrupted the tafte of the Romans, 
an l̂av*ng introduced a frivolous pretti- 
nc,? Ip ^le r°om of maieftic rcafon and maf- 
™  , doquence. Salluft and Tacitus have -
fatic°tnetS ">Cen charSed wiA  the fame accu- 
„  ° n’ ^1o m a different manner. They 
-vi • . lePutati°n it i,- pretended to a ftile, 
pa,.(.U l' '°  *n th? higheff degree concife, ele-

ho\vevCX̂ rClr'1Ve’ and ev?n Foedca^ wanted, 
evij V̂ .r’ ea ê> Simplicity, and nature,and was 
boureH * Produ&ioR of the molt la- 
n-rc , apd *Wied affe&ation. How many 
c , a *tIes muft that writer pofl’efs who 
Atver ^  render his very faults agreeable 
tion Praife of refining the tafte of ana- 
can bJhTn h‘ghcft cul°gy. perhaps, which 
that he.V Cd UPOU anv author is to fay,
Mi r C L° rrUPteci lt- In our OVVR language, 
introdu'6 i°llcd ‘ Swift have each o. them 
v a s 1 nnnncr different from what
are before, into nil works that
v erfeb rljtCn *n Rhyme, the one in long 
Sutler 0t‘ler ’n Ihort. The quail tneio of 
b'.viffl ^  ^lvcn place to the plainncls ot 

’ d l-e rambling freedom of Dryden,
an4

9. r [



^ s i^ t r u ]  the correct but often tedious and nrofaic 
languor of Adrfifon are no longer the objects 
of .’imitation, but all long verfes are now writ­
ten after the manner of the nervous precilion 
o f Mr. Pope.

Neither is it only over the productions o f 
the arts, that cuftoin and Pillion exert the it 
dominion. They influence our judgments, 
in the fame manner, with regard tothe beauty 
o f natural objects. What various and op- 
pod te forms are deemed beautiful in differ* n't 
fpecies of things r The proportions which 
are admired in one animal, are altogether 
different from thole which art efledtried in 
another. ‘Every clafs of things has its own 
peculiar conformation, which is approved 
of, and has a beauty of its own, diltindt 
from that o f every uth r fpecies. It is 
upon this account that a learned Jcfuit, father 
Tiuflier, has determined that the beauty o f 
c"c. y object conn As i:i that form and colour, 
whith is .noA ufual among things of that 
] calar fore to which it belong. Thus,  
i:; the human forrti, the beauty o f each fea­
ture bes in a certain middle rqu dly removal 
from a var • ary of other forms that ate ugly.
A beautiful nofe, foi example, is one that is 
neither very long, nor very short, neither

very

b  1 1
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-"eight, nor very crooked, but a fort 

of middle aiiiong all thefe extremes, and lets 
difi'ctept from any one of them, than all of 
them are from one another. It is the form 
which nature 1, ems to have aimed at in them 
a > which, however, (Ire deviates from in a gi eat 
' anuy f ways, and very leidom hits ex- 

5 but to which all thefe deviations ftiii 
ear a very ftrong refemblance. When a 

” Um drawings arc made after one pat- 
/ d 1 0 diey may all mifs it in fome re­
el S’ ' et they will all refemble it more thae

ra a c f  f 1?,1' '0 0nc “ 0thcri *hc S“neral ch'"
aij thc pattern will run through them 
tu ’ 1" mo^ hnguiar and odd will be thofe
will c C m°^  w *idc of it-> and tho’ very few 
deli °^'V ir cxaQly, yet the mod: accurate 
to th UK Uj 5 ^ ^ear a grater refemblance* 
will be in°^  Carc ê >̂ than the carelefs ones 
n, jn ar^° 0nc another. In the lame n an- 
beautif i \ 1Pecie? of cieatures, what is tnoft 
5ycner 1U c l a.*h dle Pronged characters of the
ftronaeft !  ‘ T  01 thc fPccies' ahd has the
the . Ca':rablance to thc greater part of 
ftCll ,Vl ‘■'•ds with which it is elided. ivTon-

defortncrl tV'C Contrar> > or what is pcikrdy 
and h- ’ i ' " a Ŵa> moft lingular and oud,

U' the leal! refemblance to the genera­
lity

-f ■>.
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Iky of that fpecies to which they belongs 
And thus the beauty of each fpecies, though 
in one fenfe the rareft of all things, becaute 
few individuals hit this middle form exadtly, 
yet in another, is the mo ft common, becaufe 
all the deviations from it refembile it more 
than they refemble one another. The meft 
cuiiomary form, therefore, is in each fpecies 
of things, cording to him, the moft beau­
tiful. And hence it is that a certain practice 
and experience in contemplating each fpecies 
of objects is requifite, before we can judge of 
its beauty, or know wherein the middle and 
moft ufual form con lifts. The niceft judg­
ment concerning the beauty of the human 
fpecies, will not help us to judge of that of 
flow era, or horfes. or any other fpecies of 
things. It is for the fame realon that in dif­
ferent climates and where different cuftoms 
and ways of living take place, as the genera­
lity of any fpecies receives a different con for* 
mat ion from thole circumftances, fo different 
ideas of its beauty prow. * The beauty of a 
mooiifh is not exactly the fame with that of 
■ in Englifh horfe V'ha~ dilhueix. ioc.H are 
forme 1 in different nations concerning the 
beauty of the human lliape-aid countenance?
A fair complexion is a fliock; ig deformity

upon

y i l i
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■ :v#fon toe coafc of Guinea. Thick lips and a 

flaf nofe arc a beauty. In feme nations long 
V'1,rs that hang down upon the fnoulders are 
t w objects oi unive.fal admiration. In Chi- 
na ^ a Edy s foot is fo large as to be fit to 

' uf on» die is regarded as a mowfier of 
^ggniefs. Some of the lavage nations in 

-  ^Amcric* tie four hoards round the heads 
cfifidren, and thus fqueeze them, 

f  i ^ °nes ate tender and eriftlv, into a 
oe * lat ^ almoft perfectly fquare. Eure- 
of tlh.'Ue al(C° n'1®ac^ at filc abfurd barbarity 
hav’  ‘ PluU’'cc> to which ibme miffionarics 
natir, Unr’utL  ̂ the lingular Stupidity of fhofc 
tliev aruong whom it prevails. But when.

fleft that ?mn. tl1.°fe faVaSC3 dKy d°  not .rC" 
in tht‘h iadles *n Europe had, till vith-
for n C very *Cw years, been endeavouring 
tih l r̂ 1- 1  "v Pa >̂ to freeze  the beau*- 
fQ,n Candnefi‘ ° f  thi îr natural fhape into a

of the fame ki"d- And , :t 
fcapcs . u\g the many diftortions jnd di-
cafi0n j1Ĉ  practice \ as known to >. c-
am ori p . had rendered it agre< b!e
Wi icl ° me Ul *hc moll civilized nations

Sucl htr^aP8j the world ever beheld.
• * !* *hc lydcin of th’o learned and in-
UUc *afi'Sr, concerning the nature or

beauty,

$ y C ~
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lty ; of which the whole charm, accord­
ing to him, would thus feem to arife from 
its falling in with the habits which cuftom 
had imprefLd upon the imagination, with re­
gard to things of each particular kind, I 
cannot, however, be induced to. believe that 
our fenfe even of external beauty is founded 
altogether on cuftom. The utility of any 
form, its fitnefs for the ufefui purpofes for 
which it was intended, evidently recom­
mends it, and renders it agreeable to us inde­
pendent of cuftom. Certain colours are more 
agreeable than others, and give more delight 
to the eye even the firft time it ever beholds 
them. A  fmooth furface is mere agreeable 
tnan a rough one. Variety is more pleafing 
than a tedious undiverfified uniform iy. 
Connected variety, in wiiich each new ap­
pearance feems to be introduced by what 
weir before it, and in wiiich ali the ad 
joining parts item to have fome natural relation 
to one snot a ,  i> more agreeable than a 
disjointed anil difordcrly afiembhge of un­
connected objects. Put tho’ 1 cannot ad­
mit that cuftom is th<* foie principle of 
beauty, yet 1 can fo far allow the truth 
bf tics ingenious fyften \s to grant, that 
there is fcarce any one external form fo

beautiful

1 1  r
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, v£ beautiful as to pleafe if quite contrary to cuf- 
tom and unlike whatever we have been 
ufed to in that particular fpecies of things: Or 
fo deformed as not to be agreeable, if cuffcom 
uniformly fupports it, and habituates us to fee 
it in every iingle individual of the kind,

C c  P A R I
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S E C T I O N  II.

Of the Influence of cuftom and fafliion upon 
' moral fentiments.

(T' INCE our fentiments concerning beau- 
*3 tv of every kind, are fo much influen­
ced by cuftom and fafliion, it cannot be ex­
pected, that thole, concerning the beauty of 
condud, fhould be entirely exempted from 
the dominion of thofe principles. 1  heir in­
fluence here, however, feems to be much 
lefs than it is every v/here eKe. There is 
perhaps, no form of external objeas, how 
abfuui and fantaftical foever, to which cuftom 
will not reconcile us, or which fafliion will 
not render even agreeable, But the cha- 
raaers and condua of a Nero, or a Claudi­
us, are what no cuftom will ever reconcile 
us to, what no fafliion will ever render agree­

able.

 ̂ T'i
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allej but the one will always be the object 
ef ci > cad and hatred ; the other ci: fcorn and 
lerifion. Fhe principles of the imagination, 
upon which our lenfe of beauty depends, 
are of a very nice and delicate nature, and 
may eafily be altered by habit and education:
But the ientiments of moral approbation and 
difapprobation, are founded on the ftrongeft 
nnd moll vigorous pafflons of human nature; 
and tho’ they may be lomewhat warpt, can­
not be entirely perverted.

But though the influence of cuftom and 
fafhion, upon moral fontiments, is not alto­
gether fo great, it is however perfectly funi- 
lar to what it is every where elfeJ When

J

cultom and fafhion Coincide with he natural 
principles of right and wrong, they heighten 
the delicacy of our fentiments, and increafe 
°ur abhorrence for every thing that approach­
es to evil. Thole who have been educated 
,u v. h.;t ii really go 1 company, not ip what 
!s ‘-omtuonlv called luch, who have been 
accuftomed to fee nothing in the parlous 
whom they efteemed and lived with, but 
jufticc, modefty, humanity, and good order;
H e more ihockc 1 with whatever idem-, to be 
incor,ijftent with the rules which thole vir- 
tues preferiba. Thofe on the contrary, who 

C c a have
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*'v°  i hum. had the misfortune to be brought, up 
amidft violence, licentioufnefs, falfhood and 

. injuftice ; lafe, tlrough not all fenfe of the 
impropriety of fuch conduit, yet all fenfe of 
its dreadful enormity, and of the vengeance 
and punithment that is due to it. They have 
been familiarized with it from their infancy, 
cuftom has rendered it habitual to them, and 
they are very apt to regard it as what is call­
ed the way of the world, fomething which 
either may or muft be practiced to hinder us 
from being the dupes of our own integrity.

Fafluon too, will lometimes give reputa- ,
tion to a certain degree of diforder, and on 
the contrary, difcountenance qualities which 
deferve eft com. In the reign of Charles II. 
a dcgrec of lice itioufnels was deemed the 
charadleriftic of a liberal education. It was 
connected, according to the notions of thofe 
times, with grncrofity, iincerity, magnani­
mity, Joy.lty, and proved that the perfon 
who aded in this manner, was a gentleman, 
and not a puritan j feverity of ns. anew, and 
regularity of conduct, on the o her hand, 
were altogether unfifhionablc, and were con­
nected, in the imagination of that age, with 
cant, cunning, hypucrify, and low manm-ts.
To fuperficial minds, the vices of the great

feem



2 ‘ . °f  c u g t o m - 3g9 o L
j CI at ad times agreeable. They connect 

t tern, not only with the fplendour of for-
|JJne* ^ w*dl many fuperior virtues, which.
•1C-’ “  c r ^ e  t o  t i ie ir  fu p e r io r s  ; w i t h  th e  f e i ­

f  , Ieec l o m  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n c y ,  w i t h

nc^ Senerofityj h u m a n it y  a n d  p o l i t e -

p e o p h  K> V”  tu e s  ° f  t i ie  in fe r i o r  r a n k s  o f  

fru -.-ii i - ° n ! b tT C o n tra ry ,  t h e ir  p a r s im o n io u s  

^ h e r e n c e  ! » * * % .

tiifhg: .cable TJ ’ feCm t0 theni mean and 
t h e  m e a n n e f .  Z K .C O n n ect t h t m > ,uuth w k h  

qualities con ^  ftadon to which thofe 
g r o a t  v ice s  V/ K ° f y  b c I o n o*  a n d  w k h  m :in >r 
company t h e n - ’  t ] i e y  f u p p o f e ,  d u a l l y  a c -  

lj, ill nanued 5/ UCh 38 an abj ect’ coward“
The ob;ecr/  .ymS> pilfering difpefifiorf. 

ent .profciTj0l,iSWlt l which rnen in the differ-
vcrfrait, h c in /  „ and ^ ates of life ar"; con" 
them to Vtf^ VCry ; Cerent, ana habituating
form in then ‘fferent Pafllons» naturally 
manners \y  different characters and 
fcfllon, a p c xPect in each rank and pro- 
experieilCe ? rCe ol t}iofe manners, which, 
as in each f** u8> belong to it. But
ticuiarly i ’\?c,*es things, we are par- 
mation” 1 ‘^ ‘-d '"-i'-h the middlo eonfor-
arrees ’,t 'a‘iCh iu evcr>' Pjrt and feature 

e x a c t l y  w i t h  th e  g e n e r a l f t a i i -
C c 3 dard
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card that nature feems to- have eftablifiied 
for things of that kind ; fo in each rank, or, 
if I may lay io, in each fpccies of men, 
we are particularly pleafed, if they have nei­
ther too much, nor too little of the charac­
ter which uiuaily accompanies their parti­
cular condition and lituation. A man, we 
fay, fhould look like his trade and profefr 
lion ; yet the p dantry of every profeliion is 
difagreeable. The different periods ■ of.life 
have, for the fame reafon, different man­
ners affigned to them. We expect in t'd 
age, that gravity and led,trends which its in­
firmities, its long experience, and its worn 
out fallibility feem to render bedi natural 
and relpcctable; and \ve lay our account to 
find in youth that lenfibijity, that gaiety and 
fprightly vivacity which experience teaches 
us to expect from the lively itnnreffions 
that all interesting objects are apt to make 
upon the tender and unpracticed fenfes of 
i ..t carh period of lift. Each of thofc two 
ary , however, may ealily have too-much 
of the peculiarities which belong to it. The 
flirting levity of youth, and the immovable 
infenfibilny of old age, are equally diifgreca- 
blc. The young, according to the common 
laying, are moil agreeable when in their be­

haviour

% *pv .
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hayiour there is fomething of the manners 
of thc old> and the old, when they retain 
fomething of the gaiety of the young. Ei- 
t ei o: them, however, may eafily have too 
much 01 the manners of the other. The ex- 
ar_me and dull formality, which
c u W  °Th ^  ° ld age> make youth ridi- 
ti . ie lcvity, the carelefsnefs, and
rend^M * Whi°h are indulged in youth,
™nd« old .^contemptible. *
whirh Ptcu^ar chifadler and manners 
to each"6 |U by cuftom to appropriate 
Perhan* ^  Profeffion, have fometimes

own fakes :r lhould/lPprove of for their 
the dlfitrrnf1 -VVe t0° k lnt°  Conllderation all 
affett t'hn ,circumftances which naturally 
The nrnrv m Cack different (late of life, 
pends not'im ° f p e r l o n ’s behaviour, de-
cltcutfiftant/cf faitablcncfs to an>' one
eifeumn V 1 n,s htuation, but to all the '-‘ ‘Cunuiancfc , . 1 - 1
cafe home , /  7 f hj whcn vve his
turally cau /  ° Ur,fclves we Cel, fhould 11a- 
to be fn *?°n Us attention. I f  he appears

“ c m f c r r ^ byanyon£. f tiKm'. c 1; ■ ‘^gledt the reft, we difanprove
> as iomethmg which we can- 

C c 4 not
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not entirely go along with, becaufe not per- 
-!- ''•■>' a^ljafled to all the circumftances of his 
fituation ; yet, perhaps, the emotion he ex- 
preih's for the object which principally in­
ter, (h him, does not exceed what we fhould 
entirely tympathize with, and approve of, in 
one v, iiofe attention was not required by any 
oiner thing. A parent in private life might, 
upon tnelofs of an only fbn, exprefs without 
blame, a degree of grief and tendernefs, 
which would be unpardonable in a general 
at the heaa of an army, when glory, and the 
public fafety, demanded fo g.^at a part of his 
attention. As different objeds ought, upon 
common occafions, to occupy the attention 
of men of different profeffionc, fo different 
paffionr, ought naturally to become habitual to 
them 5 and when we bring home toour(l!ves 
their fituathn in this particular refpect, we 
mull be fen hide, that every occurrence 
fhould n< m rally affect them more or lefs, ac­
cording as the emotion which it excites, co­
incides or difagrees with the fixt habit and 
temper of their minds. We cannot exped 
the fame fen Ability to the gay pleafures and 
amufements of lif, in a clergyman which we 
lay our account with in an officer. The 
mac, whole peculiar occupation it is to keep

the
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™e world in mind of that awful futurity 
which awaits them, who is to anouuce what 
may be the fatal confequences of every devia- 
ti°n from the rules of duty, and who is hirri- 
felfto fet the example of the molt exa& con­
formity, is the meifenger of tiding: which 
cannot, in propriety, be delivered either with 
iCwty 01 indifference. His mind is continu­
al y occupied with what is too grand and 
o cnan, to leave any room for the impref- 
10ns. 01 t̂ °fc frivolous objedts, which fill 
up t ie attention of the diflipated and the 
^  ‘ v e readily feel therefore, that, inde- 
1 en ent of cuftoni, there is a propriety 
n t ie manners which quilom has allotted to 

f ;S Pro*t:ffi0n s and that nothing can be more 
t]1 a D e to ̂ le character of a clergyman, than 

. • 8Iave, that auftere and abftradted feve-
h:"V,l vve are habituated to expe<St in
,' . eSaviour. Thefe reflections arc lb very 
 ̂ v|ous, that there is f  arce any man fo in- 

1 ’'-wrate, as not, at lume time, to have 
made them, and to have accounted to hint­
'd 111 this manner for hh approbation cl the 
U Uâ cbara<Ser of this order.

1 ■ foundation of the cutlonury eh ox­
ter of lome other profdhons is not fo obvit\o, 
and our approbation of it is founded entirely

(f( |I  ' . r (fil
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v . in hubh, without being either confirmed, or 
enlivened by any reflections of this kind.
We are led by cuftom, for example, to an­
nex the character of gaiety, levity, and 
^rightly freedom, as well as of lome degree 
of difiipation, to the military profdlion: vet, 
if  v. c were to confider what mood or tone of 
temper would be moft fuitable to this fitua- 
tion, we fhould be apt to determine, per­
haps, that the moft ferious and thoughtful 
turn of mind, would beft become thofe 
whofe lives are continually expofed to un­
common danger ; and who ihculd therefore 
be more conftantly occupied with the 
thoughts of death and its confequences than 
other men. It is this very circurriftance, 
however, which is not improbably the occa- 
fion why the contrary turn of mind prevails 
fo much among men of this profeftion. It 
requires fo great an effort to conquer the fear 
of death, when we furvey it with fteadinefs 
and attention, that thofe who are conftantly 
ex; ufed to it, find it eafler to turn away their 
thouerhts from it a’ ro'^ther, to wrap them-O O J r
leivc up in carelefs fecurity and indifference, 
and to ; lunge themfelvcs, fuf this purpofe, 
into ev;.-ry fort ofamufement and difiipation*
A camp is not the dement of a thoughtful

or
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or a melancholy man : perfons of that caft, 
indeed, are often abundantly determined, 
and are capable, by a great effort, of going 
on with inflexible refolution to the moft un­
avoidable death. But to be expofed to con- 
hnual, though lcf, imminent danger, to be 
0 ' >ged to exert, -or a long time, a degree 
0r. ’fois t'h'ort, exhaufts and depreffes the 
mi" ’ ond renders it incapable of all happi- 
'V'YV’10 enj°yment. The gay and carelef,

. °  °ccafion to make no effort at all,
bm °toTly re °̂̂ ve never to look before them,

0 c 111 continual pleafures and amufe- ments 1̂1 *
eafil ; r nxiety about their fitdation, mere
k  ̂ uPP°rt fuch circumftances. Whenever, 
re;flof Peculiar circumftances, an officer lusno 
to U.t0 ^  ^is account with being expofed 
loll* th U,1CO,nnion danger, he is very apt to 
c p jp . L 2aiety and diflipated thotightlefnefs

is comn 1Ur?a e r ‘ The caPt:,in of a cit>‘ Suara
. 10nly as fober, careful, and penurious 

Y j ‘u the reft of his fellow* citizens, 
a.^ ®  Peace is, for the fame reafon, very
civil °  the difference between the
nar U,!d rhe military character. The ordi- 
p -  Uuat>on, however, of men of this pro- 

• ’ r<-*ndets gaiety, and a degree of diffi-
0n> io much their ufual character j and

cuftom

3 ^ 7
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'-: jcuftom has, in our imagination, fo ftrongly
conneded tiiis charader with this hate of 
life, that we are very apt to defpife any man, 
whofe peculiar humour or fituation, renders 
him incapable of acquiring it. We laugh at 
the grave and careful faces of a city guard, 
which fo little referable thofe of their pro- 
fefiion. They themfelves feem, often to he 
afhamed of the regularity of their own man­
ners, and, not to be out of the fatlnon of 
their trade, are fond of affeding that levity, 
which is by no means natural to them. What­
ever is the deportment which we have been 
nccuftomed to fee in a refpcdable order of 
men, it comes to be fo affodated in our ima­
gination with that order, that whenever we 
fee the one, we lay our account that we are 
to meet with the other, and when disappoint­
ed, naifs fomething which we expeded to 
npd. We arc embaraffed, and put to a hand, 
and know not how to addrefs ourfelves to a 
charader, which plainly affeds to be of a 
different fpecics from thofe with which we 
ihouid have been difpofed to dafs it.

The different fituations of different ages- 
and countries, are apt in the fame manner, 
to give different characters to the generality 
of thofe who live in them, and their fenti-

ments

b d  Vr
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mcnts concerning the particular degree of 
eac|\ quality, that is either blameable, or 
praife-worthy, vary according to that degree, 
v| u‘l ^ *s -dual in their own country, and in 
t ten. own times. That degree of politenefs,
W; lc^ w°uld be highly efieetned, perhaps 
I 0"  bought effeminate adulation, in
, U, lia? Wonld be regarded as rudenefs and 

^  air m at t'le court of France. That de- 
noH °  01 ̂ er an^ frugality, which, in a Polifh 
pai.j-eiTlan vv°uld be confidered as exec-dive 
in : m° n^  Would be iegardcd as extravagance

coJntrv boh°f  Amfterdam- Every aSe and
litv „  j • , uPon that degree ot each qua-
thoi'e V *S comrhonIy to be met with in
as th ^  ?i?rt e^ccmed among themfclves,
or v ;!.S°   ̂Cn mean of that particular talent

as this vanes according as 
tneir dip’ - • °
quali ; <~iCnt Circumftances render different 
fenvi' A  m° re 0r habitual to them, their
char^cn-T C° ncern‘ng the exact propriety of 

^  r and behaviour vary accordingly.
vyhich°n^ c'vilixed nations, the virtues 
nior * 1 ' C. funded upon humanity, are 
founde ,CÛ *vited than thofe which are 
nianj '  . uP°n Lif-dcnial and the com- 
barl- • dle paflions. Among rude and 
viri l0U  ̂ nati°ns, it is quite otherwife, the 

Ues of felf-denial are more cultivated than
thole

’ Got£«\
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•x : ytbofe of humanity. The general iecurity 

and happinefs which prevail in ages of civi­
lity and politenefs afford little exercife to the 
contempt of danger, to patience in enduring 
labour, hunger, and pain. Poverty may ea- 
fily be avoided, and the contempt of it, 
therefore, almoft ceafes to be a virtue. The 
abftinence from pleafure, becomes lefs ne- 
ceflary, and the mind is more at liberty to un­
bend itfelf, and to indulge its natural incli­
nations in all thofe particular refpedts.

Among favages and barbarians it is quite 
other wife". Every favage undergoes a fort of 
Spartan difcipline, and by the neceflity of 
his fituation is inured to every fort of hara- 
fhip. He is in continual danger: He is often 
expofed to the greateft extremities of hun­
ger, and frequently dies of pure want. His 
circumftances not only habituate him to eve­
ry fort of diftrefs, but teach him to give way 
to none of the paffions which that diftrefs is 
apt to excite. He can expect from his coun­
trymen no fympathy or indulgence for fuch 
weaknefs. Before we can feel much for o- 
t h e r w e  muft in fome meafure be at eafe 
ourfJlves. If our own mifery pinches us 
very feverely, we have noleifure to attend to 
that of our neighbour: And all favages are
too much occupied with their own wants

and

\  A Q
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1 neceffities, to give tnuch attention to 
thofe of another perfon. A  favage, there­
fore, whatever be the nature of his diftrefs, 
expe&s no fympathy from thofe about him, 
nnd difdains, upon that account, to expofe 
himfelf, by allowing the lead; weaknels to 
cf.ape him. His pafiions, how furious and 
violent foever, are never permitted to didurb 
1 e ferenity of his countenance or the corn­
el01111'6 of his conduct and behaviour. The 
fvagea *n North America, we are told, af- 
Urne upon all occafions the greatefl: indirter- 

;  'c'c, and would think themfelves degraded 
| they fhould ever appear in any refpedt to 
_e OVercome, either by love or grief, or re- 
entment. Their magnanimity and felf-com- 

mand, |n this refpe<̂ } arc almoft beyond the 
conception 0f  Europe ans. In a country in 

lc 1 'dl men arc upon a level, with regard 
t? ran,c and fortune, it might be expefted 

at mutual inclinations, of the two par- 
,ts *|10uld be the only thing conlidered in 

marriages, and fliould be indulged without 
r' 'rt of controul. This, however, is the 

country in wHich all marriages without ex- 
 ̂ ar<i made up by the parents, and in

^  a young man would think himfelt 
1 Sraccd for ever, if he fliewed the lead

prefer-
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\%^5 i^4 ft'rence of one woman above another, or 

~(hd not exprefs the moft compleat indiffer­
ence, both about the time when, and the 
pci on to whom he was to be married. The 
weabistdTs of love, which is fo much indulg­
ed in ages of humanity and politenefs, is re- 
gar bd among favages as the mod unpardon­
able effeminacy. Even after the marriage 
the two parties feem to be a {Lamed: of a 
conne&ion which is founded upon fo fordid 
a necefhty. They do not live together. They 
fee one another by ftealth only. They both 
continue to dwell in the houfe of their re- 
fpedtive fathers, and the open cohabitation 
ot the two fexes, which is permitted with­
out blame in all other countries, is here con- 
fidered as the mod indecent and unmanly 
fenfuality. Nor is it only over this agreeable 
paffion that they exert this abfolute felf-com- 
mand. They often bear in the fight of all 
their countrymen with injuries, reproach, and 
the groffed infults with the appearance of the 
greeted infenfibility, and without exprefling 
the fmaileft refentment. When a favage is 
made priloner of war, and receives, as is 
ufual, the fentence of death from his con­
querors, he hears it without exprefling any

emotion
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\5sLL?2̂ no-ipn, and afterwards fa bin its £c the moft 
dreadful torments, without ever bemoaning 
himlelf, or difcovering any other paflion but 
contempt of his enemies. While he is hung 
h7 the (boulders over a flow fire, he derides 
a's tormentors, and tells them with how 
1‘iuch wore ingenuity, he hitnfelf had tor- 
wented fuch of their countrymen as had 

ên 'nto his hands. After he has been 
1(< lci)ed and burnt, and lacerated in all the 
inoff tender and fenfible parts of his body 
or leveral hours togetlu , he is often allow- 

Cl ’ ,m 0rde'- to prolong his mifery, a fhort 
yc Pltc> ar>d is taken down from the flake: 
.‘e,e,mPl°ys this interval in talking upon all 
o wdei ent fubjects, inquires after the news 
0 lae country, and feems indifferent about 
jotting but his own fltuation. The ipec- 
^ ex’prefs the fame i n ion lability; the fight 
j’ 0 horrible an obiect feems to make no 
n̂preiTum upon them , they lcaree look at 
ie 1* doner, except when the>- lend a hand to 
jiiient him. At other times they fnioke 
acco» and amufe themfelves with any 

• ~ mp)on object, as if no fuch matter was go- 
fi'.T0’1- hvery favage b laid to prepare him*
^ * fl°m his" earlieft youth for the dreadful 

1 ' fie corhpofes, hr this purpole, what 
D d they
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''heyc\!! the fong of death, a fong which he 
is td ling when he has fallen into the hands of 
his enemies, and is expiring under the tor­
tures which they inflidt upon him. It con- 
lifts of infults upon his tormentors, and ex- 
pieflesthehighefl: contempt of deathand pain.
He fings this fong upon all extraordinary oc- 
c aliens, when he goes out to war, when he 
meets his enemies in the field, or whenever 
he has a mind to fhow that he has familiarifed 
his imagination, to the moil dreadful misfor- 
tunes, and that no human event can daunt 
his refolution, or alter his purpofe. The 
fame contempt of death and torture prevails 
among all other favage nations. There is not 
a negro from the coaft of Africa who does 
not, in this refpedt, pc fills a degree of mag­
nanimity which the foul of his fordid mailer 
is fcaree capable of conceiving. Fortune 
never exerted more cruelly her empire over 
mankind, than when ihe fubje&ed thofe na­
tions of heroes to the refute of the jails of 
Europe, to wretches who pofiefs the virtues 
neither of the countries which they come 
from, nor of thofe which they go to, and 
whole levity, brutality and bafenefs, fo juftly 
expofe them to the contempt of the van- 
ouillied.

This

0 g



'' . Custom. 4 0 / S L
. . ji,s heroic and unconquerable nrmnefs 

'Vly  r'lc cu^om and education of his coun-
o7fien/ and ° f evcry' fey age, is not required 
]• ? '!e .u |'i0 are brought up to live in civi-
thev °C!?l*cs‘ ^ thde iaft complain when
are i 'r^ '1 Pa‘.n’  ̂ they gr’eve when they 
to |3e 11 ie >̂ if they allow themfelves either
by ai77IC°me ̂  *ove> or t0 be diicompofed 
We; ;<iv r’ aie ea%  Pardoned, Such 
eflentid ^  are not aPPrehended to affect the 
they p *'Ults t^e r̂ character. As long as 
Potted t n?0t adc themfelves to be tranf- 
hunian't° ( ° any contrary to juftice or
the ferg ̂  * le<̂ but little reputation, tho’ 
pol'ure ^lc‘r counten-mce or the cona-
be f ° t|lp‘r difcourfe and behaviour fliould
^ ane ar T lat rn^‘et̂  anĉ  difturbed. A hu- 

b°bihed people, who have more
readily  ̂ ' °  ^le Pa®ons of others, can more 
beh „ Cnter ioto an animated and pafhonate 
littl ’ an(a can more eafily pardon feme 
Cerne "bbe perfon principally con-
Ibred o f S lelr*bhle of this ; and being af- 
himfdp —  etluity °i bis judges, indulges 
bon j ln IVonger exprehions of paf- 
their ^  'S a r̂a*̂  °t expofing himfelf to 
tions. C° ^ emPt by the vi deuce of his emo- 

'» e can venture to exprefs more emo- 
D d  2 tion
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' tion in the prefence of a friend than in that 
of a Granger, becaufe we expect more indul­
gence from the one than from the other.
And in the fame manner the rules of decorum 
among civilized nations, admit ot a more ani­
mated behaviour than is approved of among 
barbarians. The fir ft converfe together with 
the opcnnefs of friends ; the fecond with the 
referve of Grangers. The emotion and viva­
city With which the French and Italians, the 
two moft polifhcd nations upon the conti­
nent, expreis themfelves on occafions that are 
at all intercGing, furprize at firft thofe Gran­
gers who happen to be travelling among them, 
and who having been educated among a people 
of duller fenfibility, cannot enter into this paf- 
fionate behaviour, of which they have never 
feen any examples in their own country. A 
young French nobleman will weep in the 
prefence of the whole court upon being re- 
fufed a regiment. An Italian, fays the abbot 
Du Bos, expreffes more emotion upon being 
condemned in a fine of twenty (hillings than 
an En'difhman upon receiving the fcntence of 
death. Cicero, in the times of the higheft 
Roman politenels, could, without-degrading 
himfelf, weep with all the bitternefs of for- 
row in the fight of the whole fenate and the

whole
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people} as it is evident he mull have J  
(,>one the end of almoft every oration. The 
orators of the earlier and ruder ages of Rome 
eonld not probably, confident with the man- 
ners ° f  the times, have expreffed themfeives 
'vith to much emotion. It would have been re­
garded, I fuppofe, as a violation of nature and 
propriety in the Scipio’s, in the Lelius’s, and in 
tJle ê cr Cato, to have expofed fo much ten- 
oernefs to the view of the public. Thofe 
ar>tient warriors could exprefsthemfelves, with 
p1. er> gravity and good judgment, but are 
ai to have been ftrangers to that fublime 

anc paffionate eloquence which was firft in­
troduced into Rome, not many years before 
i , e t̂rth of Cicero, by the two Gracchi, by 

r̂ dus and by Sulpitius. This animated elo­
quence, which has been long practifed, with 
?r 'v‘thout fucccfs, both in France and Italy, 
p ^  beginning to be introduced into 
" Hgland. So wide is the difference between 

e degrees of felf-command which are re- 
1 led in civilized and in barbarous nations.

. nd by fnCh different ftandards do they 
Judge of the propriety of behaviour.

 ̂his difference gives occalion to many others 
|bat are not lefs effential. A polifhed people 
t'eino accuflomed to give way in fome mea-

D d 3 fare
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to the movements of nature, become 
 ̂mnk, open and fmcere. Barbarians, on the 
contrary, being obliged to (mother and con­
ceal the appearance of every paffion, necef- 
firily acquire the habits of (aifhood and dif- 
fimulation. It is bbferved by all thofe who 
have been converfant with favage nations 
whether in Afia, Africa, or America, that 
they are all equally impenetrable, and that 
when they have a mind to conceal the truth, 
no examination is capable of drawing it from 
them. They cannot be trepanned by. the 
moft artful queftiuns. The torture itfelf is 
incapable of making them confcis any thing 
which they have no mind to tell. The paf- 
HLpns of a favage too, tho" they never exprefs 
themfelves by any outward emc ' n, but lye 
concealed in the breaft of the fufierer, cue, 
rotwithftanding, all mounted to the higheft 
pitch of fury. Tho’ he feldom fliows any 
fvmptoms of anger, yet his vengeance, when 
lie comes to give way to it, is always fangui- 
nary and dreadful. The leaf! affront drives 
him to defpair. His countenance and dil- 
courfe indeed are dill lober and compofed, 
and exprefs nothing but the moft perfect tran­
quility of inind : But his adieus are often 
the moft furious and violent. Among the

North-
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^-"Korth-Americans it is not uncommon for 
perfons of the tendered age and more fearful 
fex to drown themfelves upon receiving only 
a flight reprimand from their mothers, and 
this too without exprefiing any paffion or 
faying any thing, except you Jh a ll no longer 
have a  daughter. In civilized nations the 
Pa‘hons of men are not commonly fo furious 
° r fo defperate. They are often clamorous 
and noify) but are feldom very hurtful; and 
?em frequently to aim at no other fatisfac- 

th°n that of convincing the fpeftator, that 
„ e7 arc in the ri<rht to be fo much moved, 
bati hrocuring his fympathy and appro-

thefe effects of cudom and fafhion, 
ni f^er’ upon the moral fentiments of 
of ^ilnd* are inconfiderable in comparifon 
fon' c l01C wfrich they • give occalion to in 
the " ° tllCr cares 5 and if is not concerning 
that '̂fi1' ^ ' dde oharafter and behaviour,,
pervcV ^ Pr*ncipies produce the greated 
pr U 10n of judgment, but concerning the 

hv or impropriety of particular ufages. 
tercho" <̂ d'erent manners which cuftom 
frflio S US tQ aPProvc °*" m die difr'crent Pr0“

and dates of life, do not concern 
&s the greated importance. We cx-
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truth and iuftice from an old man as 
veil as from a young, from a clergyman as 
well as from an officer; and it is in matters 
of fmallen moment only that we look.for the 
didinguifhing marks of their refpedlive cha­
racters. With regard to thefe too, there is 
often fome unobferved circumflance which, 
if it was attended to, would fhow us that, 
independent of cuftom, there was a propriety 
in the character which cuftom had taught 
us to allot to each profeffion. We cannot 
complain, therefore, in this cafe, that the 
perverfion of natural fentiment is very great.
Tho’ the manners of different nations re­
quire different degrees of the fame quality, 
in die character which they think worthy of 
eftcem, et the word that can be laid to 
happen even here, is that the duties of one 
virtue are feme times- extended fo as to en­
croach a little upon the precin&s of fome 
other. The ruftic hofpitality that is in 
faffiion among the Poks encroaches, pec- 
haps, a little upon oeconomy and good or­
der ; and the frugality that is efteemed in 
Holland, upon generality a 1 goo 1-uclkwilvp.
The bardinefs demanded of lavages diminiflies 
their humanity ; and perhaps the delicate 
fenfibility required in civilized nations fome-

times
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■ times deftroys, the mafculine firmnefs of the 
character. In general the flile of manners which 
takes place in any nation, may commonly 
tipon the whole be faid to be that which is 
oiort fuitable to its fltuation. Hardinefs is the 
character moft fuitable to the circumftances 
°/ ;i -'avage ; fenfibility to thofe of one who 
ĥcs in a very civilized fociety. Even here, 

therefore, we cannot complain that the mo-
ral fcntirnents of men are very grofsly per­
verted.

is not therefore in the general ftile of 
or behaviour that cuftorn authorizes 

tvideft departure from what is the natural 
ruI P! ltty of a®on. With regard to parti- 
deft- *ts influence is often much more
of T YlVe 0  ̂ g°°h tnorals, and it is capable 
Cu|C Aolilhing as lawful and blameleis parti- 

,r a'-hons which (hock the plained princi- 
Pl̂ 0f right and wrong, 
pie a'i tPcre ê greater barbarity, for exam- 
•t, ’ .than to hurt an infant ? it’s helplefcnefs, 
Coa;nnl)Cence> it’s arniablenefs, call forth the 
fpar^v?00* even aa enemy, and not to 
furio tender age is regarded ns the moil 
qUer U° ê ort of an enraged and cruel con 

0r* W hat then fhould we imagine, muft
be

(*.( 2. of Custom,. 409 VflT
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the heart of a parent who could injure J 
weaknefs which even a furious enemy is 

iJ raid to violate ? yet the expofition, that is, 
the murder of new born infants, was a prac­
tice allowed of inalmoftall the dates of Greece 
even among the polite and civilized Atheni­
ans, and whenever the circumftances of the 
parent rendered it inconvenient to bring up th,e 
child, to abandon it to hunger, or to wild 
beads, was regarded without blame or cenfure.
This practice had probably begun in times of 
the mod favage barbarity. The imaginations 
of men had been fird made familiar with 
it in that earlied period of fociety, and the 
uniform continuance of the cudom had hin­
dered them .afterwards from perceiving it’s 
enormity. We find, at this day, that this 
pradtice’prevails among all favage nations; and 
in that ruded and lowed date of fociety it 
is undoubtedly more pardonable than in any 
other. The extreme indigence of a favage 
is often fuch that he hirnfelf is frequently ex- 
p* )fed to the greated extremity of hunger, he 
often dies of pure want, and it is frequently 
impofiible for him to fupport both himfelf 
and his child. We cannot wonder, therefore, 
that in this cafe he diould abandon it. One 
who in flying from an enemy whom it was

impoflible
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to refill, (liould throw down his 
infant becaufe it retarded his flight, would 
Ulely he excufable -} fines by attempting to 
afVe,lt could only hope for the ccnfolation
0 > mg along with it. That in this llate of 

Clet. > therefore, a parent Ihould be allowed

o u ih t^ or ! ‘etr  £r hC CaU bring U? his Chi!ds1 .f not t0 furpnze us fo greatlv. In the
tip. * a4><"° 0i Greece, however, tlie fame
tereft"aS ptI rn'tteĉ  from views of remote in- 
mean ° r Convcniency which could by no 
hy tin Cf;CÛe Uninterrupted cuftom had 
praft'c "*niu i0 thoroughly authorized the
the world1 " n n0t ° nly the loofe maxims of 
five k . ° eruted tliis barbarous preroga-
which cr C|^n tbe doctrine of philofophers, 
curate ° Û   ̂ t0 bave been more jull and ac- 
tom, atui b away by the eftablithed cul- 
hons ' np0n t'1!s as upon many other occa- 
"horriblê , ead, of cenfuring> fupported the 
publick ' ?• Par fetched confiderations of 
v<rhat the11̂  ^ r̂ ot'e talhs of it as of 
dons to *na d̂Uate ought upon many occa- 
the fam cncourage. The humane Plato is of
mankind J mi° n’ and> with a11 Jovc
.inwS )llch feems to animate all his writ-
apnroK ?-W lere marhs this pradice with dif-PprobatiQn. When cuftJ  can give fandU-

on
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\ ^ v » ^ o n  to fo dreadful a violation of humanity, we J  

may .veil imagine that there is fcarce any par­
ticular practice lo grofs which it cannot au- 
thoiize. Such a thing, we hear men every 
day faying, is commonly done, and they feem 

. to think this a fufficient apology for what in 
itfelf is the mod unjuft and unreafonable con­
duit.

There is an obvious reafon why cuftoni 
fhould never pervert our fentiments with re­
gard to the general ftilc and character of con­
duit and behaviour, in the fame decree as 
with regard to the propriety or unlawfullnefs 
of partiiular ufages. There never can be any 
i'uch cuftom. No fociety could fubfift a mo­
ment in which the ufual ftrain of mens con­
duit and behaviour was of . a piece with the 
horrible praitice I juft now mentioned.

P A R T
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S E C T .  I.

Of the queflions which ought to be exami- 
ned in a theory of moral fentiments.

I I' we examine the moft celebrated and re­
markable of the different theories which 

have been given concerning the nature and 
oiigm of our moral fentiments, wefhallfind 
*hat almoft all of them coincide with fame 
part or other of that which I have been en­
deavouring to give an account o f; and that 
h every thing which has already been faid be 
-'ally confidered, we fhall be at no lofs to ex­
plain what was the view or afpedt of nature 
which led each particular author to form his 
particular fyftem. From fome one or other 
01 thofe principles which 1 have been endea­
vouring to untold, every fyltem of morality 
that ever l*ad any reputation in the world 
has, perhaps, ultimately been derived. As 
they art all of them, in this refpett founded

upon
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upon natural principles, they are all of them 
in ;ome ineafure in the right. But as many 
of them are derived from a partial and imrer- 
fedl view of nature, there are many of them 
too in fume refpeits in the wrong.

In treating of the principles of morals there 
are two queftions to be considered. Firil, 
wherein does virtue con fid; or what is the 
tone of temper, and tenor of conduit, which 
conflitutes the excellent and praife-worthy 
character, the character which is the natural 
cbjeil of efteem, honour and approbation ? 
and fecondly, by what power or faculty in 
the mind is it, that this charaiter whatever 
it be, is recommended to us ? or in other 
words, how and by what means does it come 
to pafs, that the mind prefers one tenor of 
conduit to another, denominates the one 
right and the other wrong; confiders the one 
as the objeit of approbation, honour and re­
ward, and the other of blame, cenfure and 
punifhment ?

We examine the hrft queftion when we 
confider whether virtue confifts in benevo­
lence, as Dr. Hutchefon imagines; or in ail­
ing fuitably to the different relations we (land 
in, as Dr. Clark fuppofes; or in the wife and

prudent
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prudent purfuit of our own real and folici k}  
^happinefs, as has been the opinion of others ?

We examine the fecond queftion, when 
we confider, whether the virtuous character, 
whatever it confifts in, be recommended to 
us bv felf-love, which makes us perceive that 
this character, both in ourfelves and others, 
tends moft to promote our own private inter-* 
eft ; or by r'eafon, which points out to us the 
difference between one character and another, 
in the fame manner as it does that between 
truth and falftiood; or by a peculiar power 
of perception, called a moral fenfe, which 
this virtuous charadter gratifies and pleafes, 
ar' the contrary difgufts and difpleafes i t ; or 
i-ft of all, by forne other principle in human 
n‘‘ -ure, fuch as a modification of fympathy,
01 the like.

1 dull begin with confiderint the fyftems 
'vhich have been formed concerning the 
firft of thefe queflions, and (hail proceea af-s 
ter wards to examine thofe concerning the
fecond.

l ’ i SECT.
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S E C T .  II.

O f the different accounts which have been 
given of the nature of virtue.

I N T R O D U C T I O N .

T H E different accounts which have 
been given of the nature of virtue, 

cr of the temper of mind which conftitutes 
the excellent and praife-worthy character, 
may be reduced to three different clalfes. Ac­
cording to fome, the virtuous temper of 
mind does not confift in any one fpecies of 
affections, but in the proper government and 
direction of all our affections, whi h may be 
cither virtuous or vitious according to the ob­
jects which they purfue, and the degree of 
violence with which they purfue them. Ac­
cording to thefe authors, therefore, virtue 
confifts in propriety.

According to others, virtue confifts in the 
judicious purfuit of our own private interell 
and happinefs, or in the proper government 
and diredlion of thofe felfifh afte&ions which 
aim folely at this end. In the opinion of thefe

authors,

U o S
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thors, therefore virtue confifts in pru­

dence.
Another fet of authors make virtue conoid: 

in thofe affections only which aim at the 
happincfs of others, not in thofe which aim 
at our own. According to them, therefore, 
diuntergfted benevolence is the only motive 
which can flamp upon any action the cha- 
1 -Aer of virtue.

*1 he char after of virtue, it is evident, muff 
^drer be apcr^ eĉ  indifferently to all onr af- 
ccrions when under'proper government and 
11 e<~%n, or it mull be confined to feme one 

*1als or divifion of them. The great dh i- 
jon our affections is into the lelfifh and 

the benevolent. I f  the character of virtue 
t ^  re fore cannot he aferibed indifferently to 
a!l our affeftbns when under proper govern- 
mcnt and direction, it muff be confined cither 
tf’ '■ hole which aim dircfi’.y at our own pri- 
Vate happinefs, or to thofe which aim di- 
re,*%  at that of others. If virtue, therefore, 

oes no confift in propriety, it muff con Lit 
either in prudence or in benevolence. Bc- 
flpf:s thefe three, it is fcarce poiTiblc to ima~ 
fime that any other account can be given of 
tile nature of virtue. I (hall endeavour to 

hereafter how all the other accounts,
E  e w hich

, II . ^
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^'!^; ’̂ rhich are feemingly different from any of 

thefe, coincide at bottom with fome one or 
other of them.

C H A P .  I.

O f thofe fyftems which make virtue coafift 
in propriety.

A c c o r d i n g  to Plato, to A>-i-
ftotle and to Zeno, virtue con lifts in 

the propriety of conduct, or in the fuitabk- 
nels of the affedtion from which we act to 
the objedt which excites it.

I. In the fyftem of Plato : the foul is con- 
ftdered as fomethiiig like a little ftate or re- 
publick, compofed of three different facul­
ties or orders.

The hrft is tlie judging faculty, the faculty 
w i l d i  determines not only what are the pro­
per means for attaining any end, but alio 
what ends arc fit to be p'urfued, and wlvat 
degree of relative value we ought to put 
upon each. This faculty Plata called, as it 
is very properly called, reafon, and confi- 
dered it as what had a right to be the govern-

* See Plato dc rep, lib 4.
ing
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inS principle of the whole. Under this ap- 

\ puliation, it is evident, he comprehended 
not only that faculty by which we judge of 
yuth and falfhood, but that by which we 
judge of the propriety or impropriety of de­
files and affedtions.

Ti’iie different pafiions and • appetites, the 
natural fubje&s of this ruling principle, but 
which are fo apt to rebel againft their m after, 
he reduced to two different claffes or orders.
Phe firft confifted of thofe pafiions, which are 
hounded in pride and refentment, or in what 
the fchoolmen called the irafcible part of the 
h°ul;  ambition, animofity, the love of ho­
nour and the dread of tom e, the ddire of 
victory, fuperiority a d revenge j all thofe 
pafiions, in fliort, which are fuppofed cither 
to arife from, or to denote what by a meta­
phor in our language we commonly call Spi­
rit or natural fire. The fecond confifted of 
thofe pafiions which are founded in the love 
o f pleafure, or in what the fchoolmen called 
the concupifcible part of the foul. It com­
prehended all the appetites of the body, the 
love of eafie and fecurity, and of all ferftual 
gratifications.

E e 2 It



V'!! It rarely happens that we break in upon 
that plan of conduct which the governing 
principle prefcribes, and which in all our 
cool hours we had laid down to ourfolves as 
what was moft proper for us to purfue, but 
when prompted by one or other of thofe two 
different fets of paffions; either by ungo­
vernable ambition and refenttnent, or by the 
importunate felicitations of prefent eafe and 
pleafure. But tho’ thefe two orders of paf- 
fion: arc fo apt to miflead us, they are ftill 
coniid :red as nectffary parts, of human na­
ture : The f> ft having been given to defend 
us againft injuries, to affert our rank and 
dignity in the world, to make us aim at what 
is noble and honourable, and to make us 
d tiueuifli thofe who act in the lame man-O %
ner; the fecond to provide for the fupport 
and neceffities of the body.

In the ftrength, acutenefs and perfection of 
the governing principle was placed the eflfen- 
tial virtue of prudence, which, according to 
Plato o n  lifted in a juft and clear difeern- 
ment, founded upon general and fcientific 
ideas, of the ends which v/ere proper to be 
purfued, and of the means which were pro­
per for attaining.them.

When

y*( S u a /  Of System s Part VII. iS L
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} ^ len the iirfl fet o f pamons, thofe of the 
nafcible part o f the foul, had that degree of 
w e^§tli and firmnefs, which enabled them, un- 

^er l^e direction o f reafon, to defpife all dan- 
t-e-s in the purfuit o f what was honourable 
|*.n n°hle j it conftituted the virtue of for-, 
fiQU 6 anc*1 mafinanirnity. This order of paf- 
i0?'3, according to this fyltem, was of a more 

V}-! 1 US an<̂  n°hle nature than the other. 
as were confidered upon many occafions 
pt . C aux’ ‘L;ries o f reafon to check, and re- 
are^  ' ae 'nferior and brutal appetites. We 
we ( c_Cn ;v Sry ourfelves, it was obferved, 
ptn L become the object of our own re- 
ple/f1 nt an^ indignation, when the love of
p ove^ ^romPts us to what we diiap- 
tUree. * ar>d the irafcible part o f our na-
rati 1S|ln t 1̂IS n,anncr called in to aiTift the 

\^ lU dSa’nft the concupilcible. 
r ,ltUre en thofe three different parts of our 
,-.j. Were in perfect concord with one an- 

11-5 when neither the iraf.able nor concupi- 
y.j • . P 11 tons ever aimed at anj 'ratification 
reaf'V fCafon not approve of, and when 

n^ver commanded any thing, but what
°* *beir own accord were willing to 

perform- tV,;,, 1 r • ■1 ’ tnis nanny compolure, tins psnect
^plcat harmony of foiil confti-Uted

i x .  E e  ]  , that
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.\$2^pttiat virtue which in their language is expreff- 
ed by a word which we commonly tranflate 
temperance, but which might more properly 
be tranEated good temper, oriobriety and 
moderation of mind.

Judice, the lad: and greatefl: of the four 
cardinal virtues, took place, according to this 
f)dem, when each of thole three faculties of 
the mind, confined itfelf to it’s proper office, 
without attempting to encroach upon that 
of any other; when reafon diredted and pad- 
don obeyed, and when each paffion perform­
ed its proper duty, and exerted itfelf towards 
its proper object calily and without reluc­
tance, and with that degree of force and en­
ergy, which was f  ntable to the value of what 
it purfued. In this confided that compleat 
virtue, that perfedt propriety of condudt, 
which Plato, after fome of the antient Pytha­
goreans, denominated Judice.

The word, it is to be obferved, which ex- 
predes judicc in the Greek language has fe- 
veral different meanings; and as the corref-O
pondent word in all other languages, fo far 
as i know, has the fame, there nnid: be fome 
natural affinity among thofe various dgnifica- 
tions. In one fenfe we are laid to do judice 
to cur neighbour when we abftain from doing

hint
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■x -: him any pofitive harm, and do not diredly

hurt him, either in his perfon, or in his 
eftate, or in his reputation. This is that 
juflice which I have treated of above, the ob- 
fervance of which may be extorted by force, 
aac* the violation of which expofes to punifh- 

In another fenfe we are faid not to 
0 juftice to our neighbour unlefs we con- 

\v]V,U %  ah that love, refpeT and efteem* 
llch his charadter, his frtuation, and his 

a°^nt^ '° n with ourfelves, render fuitable • 
ac Pl.°P'Jr for us to feel, and unlefs we a£t 
faid°r ^  *3 *n this fenfe that we are
con °od°  n̂Juftice to a man o f merit who is 
jn ',V tca with us, tho’ we abftain from hurt- 
0urf  ,lrn 111 every refped, if we do not exert 
that / CS .tQ êrve him and to place him in 
tor . : tU?t5° n tn which the impartial fpecra- 
fenfe ° r 'd pieafed to fee him. The firth 
Anti °  l^e Word coincides with what Ari- 
juA' a tile Schoolmen call commutative
tlt'la  ! with what Grotius calls the juf- 
froin ' i\ Ctrix> which conlifts in abstaining 
tarilv *s an°thers, and in doing volun- 
f0rctd v atever we can with propriety be 
Coinc: r 0 (̂ °* The ftcond fenfe of the word 

1 with what fome have called diftri- 
E e 4 butivc
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juf dee», and with thz juftitiaettributrix ^  
m jf Grotius, vhich con fills in proper benefi­

cence, in the ,becoming ufe of what is our 
own, and in the applying it to thofe pur­
poses either of charity or generality, to which 
it is iraft fuitable in our fituation that it 
fhouid be applied. In this fenfe juftice com­
prehends all the focial virtues. There is yet 
another fenfe in which the word juftice is 
fonwtimes taken, (till more exteniive, than 
either of the former, tho’ very much akin 
to tlie laft ■, and which runs too, fo far as I 
know, through all languages. It is in this 
left fenfe that we are laid to be unjuft, when 
we do not feem to value any particular objedt 
with that degree of eftepn, or to purfue it 
with that degree of ardour which to the im­
partial fpedtator it may appear to deferve or 
to be naturally fitted for exciting. Thus we 
are faid to do injuftice to a poem or a pidture, 
when we do not admire them enough, and 
we are faid to do them more than juftice when 
wo i.cm c them too much. In the fame 
manner we are faid to do injuftice to ourlelves 
when we appear not to give fufiicient atten-

3 T h i  iiili ibutive juflice of Aviftotlc i: fomewhat ditFerent.
If confhh in the proper diftributiou of rewards from the pub- 
5: k ft'jc:;: of a community, fee Ariftotle Ethic. Nic. I. j.
C. 2 .

tion
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Xs*5se2^®n to any particular objedt of felf-intereft.
*!1 tJlls laft fenfe, what is called juftice means 
the fame thing with exadt and perfedt proprie- 
ty of conduct and behaviour, and compre- 
len<̂ s ; a ttj not only the offices of both coni- 
- - t i v e  and diftributivejuftice, but of every 

Cl v*riUeJ of prudence, of fortitude, of 
tmpu nir-. j t js jn t^jg ]a .̂ fenfe that Plato

a n d ^ v  un^er^anc^ what he calls juflice,
I V ! . therefore according to him, coin- 

wrtue^ s Ul h the perfection of every fort of

natur^ ^ ^  account glven hy Plato of the 
whir-h ^  V*rtUe> or of that temper of mind 
probat'1S ProPer ohjedl of praife and ap- 
thatft100* ^  conhfts> according to him, in 
£ ne  ̂ ,ate ntind in which every faculty con- 
enc  ̂ w hhin its proper fpfteie without 
form ^-lln^ nPon that of any other, and per- 
gr< p ptS ProPCr office with that precife de- 
tt tV- iircngth and vigour which belongs to 
CVer ls account, it is evident, coincides in 
Conr^ retpedt with what we have laid above 

j p j p g  the propriety of condudt.
 ̂htue, * according to Ai iilotle, con- 

1 fids

S’ ®t fo| yhh;otle Ethic. Nic. I. i . c. 5. et fcq. ct 1. 3. c.
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b - fifes in the habitual mediocrity of the affec­
tions according to right reafon. Every par­
ticular virtue, according to him, lies in a kind 
of middle between two oppofite vices, of 
which the one offends from being too much, 
the other from being too little affedted by a 
particular fpecies of objects. Thus the virtue 
of fortitude or courage lies in a middle be­
tween the oppofite vices of cowardice and of 

. prefumptuous ralhnefs, of which the one of­
fends from being too much, and the other 
from being too little affected by the objects of 
fear, Thus too the virtue of frugality lies in 
a middle between avarice and profufion, of 
which the one confifts in an excels, the 
other inn defect of the proper attention to the 
objects of felf-intereft. Magnanimity, in the 
iarne manner, lies in a middle between the ex- 
t fs of arrogance and the defect of pufillani- 
mily, of which the one con fids in too extrava­
gant, the other in too weak a fentiment of our 
own worth and dignity. It is unntediary toob- 
ferve that this account of virtue correiponds too 
pretry exactly with what lias been faid 
above concerning the propriety and impro­
priety of conduct.

According
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v»f, .^77 -According to Ariflotlc 3, indeed, virtue did 
not fo much confift in .thofe moderate and 
right afredtions, as in the habit of this mode­
ration.  ̂ Tn order to undcrftand this, it is to 
jt^ob!-; rved, that virtue may be contidered 
. as the quality of an &dlion, or as

e quality of a perfon. Confidered as the 
7 a I'y or an adlion, it confifts, even accord- 
J  to Arillotle, in the reafonable moderation.
C t,le affedtion from which the adlion pro- 
^  S’ whether this difpolition be habitual to 

r P"1 fon or not. Contidered as the quality 
°  a perfon, it confifts in the habit of this 
^  unable moderation, in it’s having become 

,e cuftoniary and ufual diipoiition of the 
nnnd. Thus the adlion which proceeds from 

0ccafional fit of generofity is undoubtedly 
b 2Cller°us adb m, but the man who performs 

’ n°t  necelfariiv a generous perfon, be- 
^  . h may be the Angle adlion o f the kind 
,V „Uch he ever performed. Trie motive and 

( 'H'ofition of heart, from which this adlion 
a* Pei'iormed, may haw been quite iuft and 

f l0i)eri bul a< this happy mood feems to 
lrive been the eftbdt rather of accidental hu- 

ni° Ur than of anything Heady or permanent

'’cc Ariflotlc Ethic. Nic. lib. ii. cli. j .  2. 5 and 4.

in
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, iri the character, it can refierd: no great ho­

nour upon the performer. When we deno­
minate a character generous, or charitable, or 
virtuous in any refpecl, we mean to fignify 
that the difpofiuon expreffed by each ofthofe 
appellations is the ufual and cuftomnry difpo- 
lition of the perfon. But fingle aflions of 
any kind, how proper and fuitable foever, 
areof little confequence tofhowthat this is the 
cafe. I f  a fingle adtion was fufficient to ftamp 
the chara&er o f any virtue upon the perfon 
who performed it, the mod: worthlefs of 
mankind might lay claim to all the virtues; 
fince there is no man who has not, upon fome 
occafions, afted with prudence, jullice, tem­
perance and fortitude. But tho’ fingle actions, 
how laudable foever, reflect very little praife 
upon the perfon who performs them, a 
fingle vitious aftion performed by one whofe 
condinfl is ufually very regular, greatly dirni- 
nithes and fometimes deftroys altogether our 
opinion of his virtue. A  fingle action of this 
kind fufficiently fhows that his habits are not 
perfeft, and that he is lefs to be depended 
upon than from the ufual train of his be­
haviour wc might have been apt to imagine.

Ariflotle
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 ̂ f Ariftotlr. too % when he made virtue to con- 
fift in practical habits, had it probably in his 
view to oppofe the doCtrine of Plato, who 
feems to have been of opinion that juft fen- 
dments and reafonable judgments concerning 
wliat was fit to be done or to be avoided,
Avc'-'alone Sufficient to conftitute the nioft per- 

virtue. Virtue, according to Plato, might 
he confidered as a fpecies of lcience, and no 
man, he thought, could fee clearly and de- 
1 ve-liftratively what was right and what was 
wrong, cnij  not accordingly. Pafiion 
might make us aCt contrary to doubt ltd and 
Uncertain opinions, not to plain and evident 
judgments. Ariftotle, on the contrary, was 
of opinion, that no conviction of the under- 

was capable of getting the better of 
ln iterate habits, and that good morals arofe 
not from knowledge but from action.
, ^ 1. According to Zeno b, the founner _ 

tAc Stoical doCtrine, every animal was by 
h-.c recommended to its own care, and 

Was indowed with the principle ot ft If-love

See Ariftotle Mag. Mor. lio. i. ch. i .  
b See Cicero de finibus, lib. iii. alfo Diogenes Laertiui in

. Vii. fegment. $4.

that
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-'' that it might endeavour to preferve, not only 
its exiflence, but all the different parts of its 
nature in the beft and mod perfeft ftate of 
which they were capable.

The felf-love of man embraced, if  I may 
fay fo, his body and all its different mem- 1 
bers, his mind and all its different faculties 
and powers, and defircd the prefervation and 
maintainance of them all in their beft and 
mod perfedt condition. Whatever tended to 
fupport this ftate of exiftence was, therefore> 
by nature pointed out to him as fit to be 
chofen'j and whatever tended to deftrey it, 
as fit to be rejected. 1  hus health, ftrength, 
agility and cafe of body, as well as all the ex­
ternal conveniencies , which could promote 
theft, wealth, power, honours, the refpect 
tihd'-'efteem of the fa we live with, were na­
turally pointed out to us as things eligible, 
and of which the poffefTion was preferable to 
the contrary. On the other hand, ficknefl, 
infirmity, unweiidinefs, pain of body, as 
well as all the w .n .d  inconveniencies which 
tended to occafion or bring on any of them, 
poverty, the want of authority, the contempt 
or hatred of tliof we live with ; were in the 
fame manner, pointed out to us as things to be 
fh finned and avoided. In each of thofe two

different
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^ ^ ^ f f e r e n t  c la f fe s  o f  o b je c t s  t h e r e  w e r e  f e m e  

w h i c h  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  m o r e  t h e  o b j e c t s  c i t h e r  

o f  c h o i c e  o r  r e je c t io n  th a n  o t h e r s  in  t h e  fa m e  

c la fs . T h u s  in  t h e  f i r f t  c la f s  h e a l t h  a p p e a r e d  

e v id e n t l y  p r e f e r a b l e  t o  d r e n g t h ,  a n d  d r e n g t h  

t0  a g i l i t y  ■ r e p u t a t io n  t o  p o w e r  a n d  p o w e r  t o  

r ic h e s .  A n d  th u s  t o o ,  in  t h e  f e c o n d  c la i s ,  

f i c le n d s  w a s  m o r e  t o  b e  a v o id e d  t h a n  t t n w s i l -  

t h n e fs  o f  b o d y ,  i g n o m i n y  th a n  p o v e r t y ,  a n d  

p o v e r t y  th a n  t h e  w a n t  o f  a u t h o r i t y ,  v i r t u e  

a n d  t h e  p r o p r ie t y  o f  c o n d u c t  c o n f i d e d  i n  
c h o o f i n g  a n d  r e je c t in g  a l l  d i f f e r e n t  o b je c t s  

a n d  c i r c u m f t a n c e s  a c c o r d i n g  as t h e y  w e r e  b v  

r e n d e r e d  m o r e  o r  le fs  t h e  o b je c t s  o t  
^ i ° i c e  o r  r e je c t io n  ;  in  fe le c t ir t g  a lw a y s  

l r o m  a m o n g  't h e  fe v c r a l  o b je c t s  o f  ch o i<  j  
w h i c h  w e r e  p r e fe n t e d  t o  u s , t h a t  w h i c h  

w ;ls m o d  t o  b e  c h o f e n ,  w h e n  w e  c o u l d  n o t  

° b t a i n  t h e m  a l l : a n d  in  f e le c t ir t g  t o o  o u t  o f  

t h e  f c v e r a l  o b je c t s  o f  r e je c t io n  w h i c l i  m i g h t  

b e  ° f f c r e d  t o  u s ,  th a t  w h i c h  w a s  l e a d  t o  b e  

a v ° id e d  w h e n  it  w a s  n o t  in  o u r  p o w e r  t o  a v o id  
.w e n  all* c h o o f i n g  a n d  r e je c t in g  w i t h

 ̂ ^  a n d  a c c u r a t c  d i f e e r n m e n t ,  b y  th u s  
e °W in g . u p o n  e v e r y  o b j e c t  i h e  p r e c i f e  d e -  

b 1(Je  o f  a t t e n t io n  th tit w a s  d u e  t it ,  a c  o r d -  

Tj. t o  t h e  p la c e  w h i c h  i t  h e ld  in this natural 
o f  t h in g s ,  w e  maintained, according t o  t h e

Stoics*

* w >



hat perfedt redlitude of conduct which 
conftituted the effence of virtue. This was 
what they called to live confidently, to live ac­
cording to nature, and to obey thofe laws and 
directions which nature or the author of na­
ture had prefcribed for our conduct.

So far the Stoical idea of propriety and virtue 
is not very different from that of Ariftotle and 
the antient peripatetics. What chiefly difiin- 
guifhed thofe two fyfiems from one another was 
the different degrees of felf-command which 
they required. The peripatetics allowed of 
fome degree of perturbation as fuitable to the 
weaknefs of human nature, and as ufefultofo 
imperfedt a creature as man. I f  his own mis­
fortune excited no paffionate grief, if hisown 
injuriescallcd forth no violent refentmcnt,rea- 
fon,or a regard to the general rules which deter­
mined what was right and fit to de ne, would 
commonly, they thought, be too weak to 
prompt him to avoid the one or to beat off 
the other. The Stoics, on the contrary, de­
manded the mod perfect apathy, and re­
garded every emotion that could in the fmal- 
leit degree difturb the tranquility of the mind, 
as the effedt of levity and folly. The Peri­
patetics feem to have thought that no paflion 
exceeded the bounds of propriety as long as

the
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fpedtator, by the utmoft effort o f huma- 

n5ty> could fympathize with it. The floics,
°*i the contrary, appear to have regarded every 
padion as improper, which made any demand 
up°n the fympathy of the fpedtator, or re- 
^Hied him to alter in any refpedtthe natural 

ordinary ftate o f his mind, in order to 
.eeP t*Hle with the vehemence of its emo- 
!°ns‘ ^  man of virtue, they feem to have

°ught, ought not to depend upon the ge- 
ei°  Hy of thole he lives with for pardon or

aPprobation,
t ^ Ccording to the doics every event ought,

51 'V l*e nian> to aPPear indifferent, and what 
of / tS ° Wn cou^  be the objedt neither 
forr C re> n° r aver^on, neither of joy, nor 
0 . ° w‘ I f  he preferred fqme events to 

!*’ fome lituations were the objects of 
c *°ice, and others of his rejection % It 

the*I Ut’ ^ecau ê regarded the one as in 
or ^ e V̂es> m any refpedt better than the other,

1<)ught t[lat ĵ jg own happinefs would be 

natc  ̂ COniP̂ eat: what is called the fortu-
the^H■ ^ an *n what is commonly regarded as 

dtrefsful fituation j but becaufe the pro- 
1Cty ° f  adtion, the rule which the gods had
a o

Eugij,, ;’e ° f  thefe expreffions found a. little aukward in the 
©Ia®̂ ®*8e '• they are literal tranilacions of the technical

F  f  *i given
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giver him for the direction of his condudt, 
required him to choofe and rejedt in this man­
ner  ̂ Among the primary objeds of natural 
inclination, or among thofe things which 
natuie had originally recommended to us as 
eligible, was the profperity of our family, 
of our relations, of our friends, of our coun­
try, of mankind, and of the univerfe in ge­
neral, Nature too had taught us that as the 
profperity of two was preferable to that of 
one, that of many or of all muff be infinitely 
more fo. That we ourfelves were but one, 
and that confequently wherever our prof­
perity was inconfifient with that either of 
the whole, or of any confiderable part 
of the whole, it ought, even in our own 
choice, to yield to what was fo vaftly prefer­
able. As all the events in this world were 
conducted by the providence of a wife 
powerful and good God, we might be .if- 
fured that whatever happened, tended to the 
profperity and perfe&ion of the whole. I f  
we ourfelves, therefore, were in poverty, in 
fickneis, or in any other calamity, we ought 
firffc of all to ufe our utmoft endeavours, fo 
far as juftice and our duty toothers would al­
low, to refeue ourfelves from this difagree-
able circumftance. But if after all we could

•*ao,
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' ^ y w e  found this impoffible, wc ought to 

reft fatisfied that the order and perfection of 
the univerfe required that we fhould in the 
mean time continue in this fituation. And 
as the profperity of the whole fhould, even 
t0 us, appear preferable to fo infignificant a 
part as ourfelves, our fituation, whatever it 
"'as, ought from that moTnent to become 
the object of our choice, and even of our de- 
h' c, if we would maintain that compleat pro- 
Pnety and reCtitude of fentiment and conduCi 
ln which the perfection of our nature con- 
fifls. If, indeed, any opportunity of extri­
cating ourfelves fhould offer, it became our 
duty to embrace it. The order of the uni- 
Verfe, it was evident, no longer required our 
continuance in this fituation, and the great 
^hector of the world plainly called upon us 
to leave it, by fo clearly pointing out the road 
%vhich we were to follow. It was the fame 
cafe with the adverfity of our relations, our 
*'iends, our country. I f  without violating 
any more facred obligation, it was in our 
power to prevent or to put an end to their 
calamity, it undoubtedly was our duty to do 

The propriety of aCtion, the rule which 
Jupiter had given us for the direction of our 
conduct, evidently required this of us. But

F f  2 *£

• e ° 5 x

7̂ . d



0 f  Sy s tems  Part V II. tH j  
V ; i f  it was altogether out of our power to do 

eiuier, we ought then to confider this event 
as the molt fortunate which could poffibly have 
happened: Becaufe we might be allured 
that it tended moft to the profperity and or­
der of the whole ; which was what we our- 
feives, if we were wife and equitable, ought 
molt of all to defire. “  In what fenfe, fays 

Epictetus, are fome things faid to be ac- 
“  cording to our nature, and others contrary 
“  to i t ? E  is in that fenfe in which we con- 

fider ourfelves as feparated and detached 
“  from all other things. For thus it may be 
“  faid to be according to the nature of the 
s> foot to be always clean. But if you con- 
‘ fder it as a foot, and not as fomethii g de~

“  tached from the reft of the body, it muft 
tc behoove it fometimes to trample in the dirt, 

and fometimes to tread upon thorns,
“  *nd fometimes too to be cut off for the fake 
tf of the whole body ; and if it refufes this, 

it is no longer a foot. Thus too ought we 
' c to conceive with regard to ourfelves. What 
t are you ? A  man. I f  you confider yourfelf 

as fomething feparated and detached, it is 
“  agreeable to your nature to live to old age,
"  to be r*ch, to be in health. But if  you 
c confider yourfelf as a man and as a part of 

“  a whole, upon account of that whole it
** will

^18
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V  ■ v''5il behoove you fometimes to be in fick- 

<r nelsy fometimes to be expofed to the incon- 
{c yeniency of a fea voyage, fometimes to be 
u V1 Want; and at laft, perhaps, to die be- 
u  ° te your time. Why then do you com- 

P l>n ? Don’t you know that by doing fo,
Cc foot ceafes to be a foot, fo you ceafe

lo a man \ ”
verf ̂  f^miffion to the order of the uni- 
what' £̂ *S ent*re indifference with regard to 

ever concerns ourfelves, when put into
coui iahnCe the intereft of the whole,
nQU C derive its propriety, it is evident, from
hav°£ Pr̂ nc‘P̂ e befides that upon which I 
^endeavoured to (how that the propriety
oi-r UCe Was founded. As long as we view 

°Wn interefts with our own eyes, it is 
. C.e poflible that we ihould willingly ac- 

i *n their being thus facrificed to the
vi„,c C ts °f the whole. It is only when we 
oihe" tl10 '̂ °Ppofite interefts with the eyes of 
to b-1* what concerns ourfelves can appear 
ke e f° contemptible in the comparifon, as to 
ev rcdgned without any reluctance. To 

. °̂dy but the perfon principally con-, 
lned nothing can appear more agreeable to

5 Arrian, lib. ii. c. 5.

F f 3 reafan
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V - -'.Tea bn and propriety than that the part Should 

give place to the whole. But what is agree­
able to the reafon of all other men, ought 
not to appear contrary to his. He himfelf 
therefore ought to approve of this facrihce 
and acknowledge its conformity to reafon.
But all the affedions of a wife man, accord­
ing to the ftoics, are perfedly agreeable to 
reafon and propriety, and of their own ac­
cord coincide with whatever thefe ruling 
principles prefcribe. A wife man, therefore, 
could never feel any reludance to comply 
with this difpofition of things.

IV. Be/ides thefe antient, there are fome 
modern fyftems, according to which virtue 
confifts in propriety ; or in the fuitablenefs of 
the affedion from which we ad to the caufe 
or object which excites it. The fyftem of 
Dr. Claret, which places virtue in ading ac­
cording to the relations of things, in regula­
ting our condud according to the fitnefs or 
incongruity which there may be in the appli­
cation of certain adions to certain things, or 
to certain relations : That of Mr. Woollafton, 
winch places it in ading according to the truth 
f things, according to their proper nature 
nd effence, or in treating them as what they 

teuijy are, and not as what they are not: that
of

u w
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my lord Shaftefbury,which places it in main­

taining a proper balance of the affedions, and 
in allowing, no pafiion to go beyond its pro- 
Per lphere : arc all of them more or leis inac-
Ûrate defcriptions of the fame fundamental 

idea.
. defcription of virtue which is either
!̂U n or at lead meant and intended to be

C n *n each of thofe fyftems, for fome of the -
'v ern authors are not very fortunate in their
\nr‘Cr of expreffing themfelves, is no doubt

Vv- e Juft> fo far as it goes. There is no virtue
°nt propriety, and wherever there is pro-
-v> fome degree of approbation is due.

! jiUt, this defcription is imperfed. For
Propriety is an eflential ingredient In every

f .̂°Us adion, it is not always the foie in-
 ̂ !ent* Beneficent adions have in them

to er quality by which they appear not only
of k CrVe aPPr°hation but recompence. None
fic;f. °̂ e fyftems account either eafily or fuf-
H>,‘:ntly for that fuperior degree of efteem
(j. 1,ĉ  fecms due to fuch adions, or for that

1 ei lity 0f fentiroent which they naturally
, " c* Neither is the defcription of' vice inoro . *, _ complcat. For, in the lame manner, irio’ 1 . ,
^  unpropriety is a necefiary ingredient in

Cry vitious adion, it is not always the foie 
F f 4 ingre-

Lf



( v S ' y /  Of Syst em s  Part VII.’ \C T
^^jr^gredient, and there is often the higheft de- 

gree of abfurdity and impropriety in very 
harmlefs and infignificant actions. Deliberate 
a&ions, of a pernicious tendency to thofe we 
live with, have, befides their impropriety, a 
peculiar quality of their own by which they 
appear to deferve, not only aifapprobation, 
but punilhment; and to be the objects, not 
of diflike merely, but of refentment and re­
venge : and none of thofe fyftems eafily and 
fufficiently accounts for that fuperior degree 
of deteftation which we feel for fuch 
actions.

C H A  P.
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thofe fyftems which make virtue confift 

in prudence.

T HE mod antient of thofe fyftems which 
make virtue confift in prudence, and 

which any confiderable remains have come 
^°wn to us is that of Epicurus, who is faid 

°Wever, to have borrowed all the leading 
pnnejpies of his philofophy from fome of 

°*e who had gone before him, particularly 
*r°m Ariftippus j tho’ it is very probable, 
notwithftanding this allegation of his enemies, 

at ’eaft his manner of applying thofe 
principles was altogether his own.

According to Epicurus1 bodily pleafure and 
were the foie ultimate objects of natu- 

ra êfire and averfion. That they were al~
^ays the natural objects of thofe paflions, he 

°ught, required no proof. Pleafure, might 
ee,J» appear fonietimes to be avoided ;

 ̂ * however, becaufe it was pleafure, but 
, 1 aÛe> by the enjoyment of it, we Ihould 
“ ier forfeit fome greater pleafure, or expofe

ee Cicero de fmibus, lib. i. Diogenes Laert. 1. x.

our»
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X;̂ 5SLi!2̂ rfelves to feme pain that was more to be 

avoided than this pleafure was to be defired.
Pain, in the fame manner, might appear 
fometimes to be eligible ; not, however, be- 
caufe it was pain, but becaufe by enduring it 
we might either avoid a ftill greater pain, or 
acquire fome pleafure of much more impor­
tance. That bodily pain and pleafure, there­
fore, were always the natural obje&s of de­
fire and averfion, was, he thought, abun­
dantly evident. Nor was it lefs fo, he ima­
gined, that they were the foie ultimate ob­
jects of thofe paffions. Whatever elfe was 
either defired or avoided was fo, according 
to him, upon account of its tendency to pro­
duce one or other of thofe fehfations. The 
tendency to procure pleafure rendered power 
and riches defireable, as the contrary ten­
dency to produce pain made poverty and in- 
fignificancy the objetds of averfion. Honour 
and reputation were valued, becaufe the ef~ 
teem and Jove of thofe we live with were of 
the greaieft confequence both to procure plea- 
lure and to defend us from pain. Ignominy 
and bad fame, on the contrary, were to be 
avoided, becaufe the hatred, contempt and 
.refentment of thofe we live with deflroyed

all
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all Security, and neceffarily expofed us to the 
greateft bodily evils.

All the pleafures and pains of the mind 
v/ere, according to Epicurus, ultimately de­
rived from thofe of the body. The mind 
Was happy when it thought of the part plea- 
fures of the body, and hoped for others to 
come: and it was miferable when it thought 
of the pains which the body had formerly 
endured, and dreaded the fame or greater 
thereafter.

Put the pleafures and pains of the mind, 
tho ultimately derived from thofe of the 
bocly, were vaftly greater than their origi- 
nals. The body felt only the fenfation of 
the prefent inftant, whereas the mind felt 
aho the paft and the future, the one by re- 
ttternbrance, the other by anticipation, and 
cont; quentiy both differed and enjoyed much 
m°re. When we are under the greateft 
h°dily pain, ĵ e obferved, vve ftiall always 
hnd, if we attend to it, that it is not the fuf- 
fering 0f  the prefent inftant which chiedy 
torments us, but either the agonizing re­
membrance of the paft, or the yet more hor- 
r,ble dread of the future. The pain of each 
mftant, conlidcred by itlelf, and cut off from 
ah that goes before and all that comes after

it

i r



' r
Of Systems Part V H .ib l j  

a trifle, not worth the regarding. Yet 
this is ill which the body can ever be faid to 
fuffer. For the fame manner, when we en­
joy the greateft pleafure, we fhall always find 
that the bodily fenfation, the fenfation of the 
prefent inftant makes but a fmall part of our 
happinefs, that our enjoyment chiefly arifes . 
cither from the chearful recolledlion of the 
paft or the ftill more joyous anticipation of 
the future, and that the mind always contri­
butes by much the largeft fhare of the enter­
tainment.

Since our happinefs and fnifery, therefore, 
depended chiefly upon the mind, if this part 
of our nature was well difpofed, if our 
thoughts and opinions were as they fhould 
be, it was of little importance in what man­
ner our body was affedted. Tho’ under great 
bodily pain, we might flill enjoy a confider- 
able (hare of happinefs, if our reafon and judg­
ment maintained their fuperiority. We might 
entertain ourfelves with the remembrance of 
part, and with the hopes of future pleafure ; 
we might foften the rigour of our pains, by 
recolledting what it was which, even in this 
fituation, we were under any ncceffity of fuf- 
fering. That this was meerly the bodily fen­
fation, the pain of the prefent inftant, which

by
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' r̂:'.^  -could never be very great.- That
w atever agony we luffered from the dread 

its continuance was the efFedt of an opi- 
bl°a die mind, which might be corrected 
^y jutter fentiments 5 by confidering that if 
be1 PfainS were they would probably
of 1° 2̂0rt duration; and that if they were 

continuance, they would probably be 
cafe Clate> an<̂  ®dmit of many intervals of 
at 1 * and that, at any rate, death was always 
as and and within call to deliver us, which
fctionCOrd,inS '°  him> it put an end to all fen-. 
be*011* e'tPer ° f  Pa*n or pleafure, could not 
he r?^ar^ed as an evil. When we arc, faid 
 ̂ > eath is not; and when death is, we are 

j ’ ( eath therefore can be nothing to us.
Jn • „ t 2e a<̂ ual fenfatiori of po I'five pain was 
\v r  o V °  to êared> that of pleafure 
^nfa‘ 1̂  t0 defied. Naturally the 
tha 1 IOn °* P̂ eâ ure was much lefs pungent 
Cou  ̂^ at PaIri* therefore, this laft 
0f tâ e f° very little from the happinefe 
fc: • XVed~difp0fed mind, the other could add 
frceCC any thinS to iU When the body was 
anxi troni pain and the mind from fear and 
ple êty? Ae fuperadded fei nfation of bodily 
und *1  ̂ Coû d be of very little importance ; 

though it might diveriifv, could not pro­
perly

U>q ■ ; If J
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perly be faid to increafe the happinefs of this 
fituation.

In eafe of body, therefore, and in fecurity 
or tranquility of mind, confided, according 
to Epicurus, the mod perfect date of human 
nature, the mod compleat happinefs which 
man was capable of enjoying. To obtain 
this great end of natural dcfire was the foie 
objedt of all the virtues, which, according 
to him, were not defireable upon their own 
account, but upon account of their tendency 
to bring about this fituation.

Prudence, for example, tho’, according to 
this philofophy, the fource and principle of 
all the virtues, was not defireable upon its 
own account. That careful and laborious 
and circumfpedt date of mind, ever watch­
ful and ever attentive to the mod didant con- 
fequences of every adtion, could not be a 
thing pleafant or agreeable for its own fake, 
butupon account of its tendency to thegreated 
goods and to keep off the greated evils.

To abdain from plealure too, to curb and 
redrain our natural paflions for enjoyment, 
which was the office of temperance, could 

1 never be defireable for its own fake. The 
whole value of this virtue arofe from its uti­
lity, from its enabling us to podpone the pre­

fen t
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ĉnt enjoyment for the fake of a greater to 
come, or to avoid a greater pain that might 
enfue from it. Temperance, in fhort, was 
nothing but prudence with regard to 
pleafure.

1 o fupport labour, to endure pain, to be 
C P°̂ ed to danger or to death, the fituations 
"^ich fortitude would often lead us into,
'Verc iurely ftill lefs the objects of natural de- 
11 c. They are chofen only to avoid greater

di*S ^ C to â̂ ourJ *n order to avoid
greater (hame and pain of poverty, and 
f xP°fe ourfelves to danger and to death in 

„ C f ?Ce ° four liberty and property, the means 
in 1 Uji*:rurnents ° f pkafure and happinefs ; or 

erenceofour country, in the fafety of which 
t'^ .°VVn *s ncceflarily comprehended. For- 
thetC Cnâ es us to do all this chearfully, as 

r ’' (t which, in our prefent fituation, can 
th lb  ̂ done, and is in reality no more 
ofan Prudence, good judgment and prefence 

*n Pr°Perly appreciating pain, labour 
1 ans>er, always chufing the lefs in order 

f 0id 'he greater.
fta’ 1 ** t̂ le ^me caie j û 'ce* To ab- 
u ln r̂orn what is anothers is not defireable 
be i Us ° Wn account, and it cannot Iurely 

etter for you, that I (hould poffefs what
is

9



MsiisJs 1my own, than that you fhould poffefs it. 
You ought, however, to abftain from what­
ever belongs to me, becaufe by doing other- 
wife you will provoke the refentment and in­
dignation of mankind. The fecurity and 
tranquility of your mind will be entirely de~ 
ftroyed. You will be filled with fear and 
confternation at the thought of that puniffi- 
ment which you will imagine that men are 
at all times ready to inflidt upon you, and 
from which no power, no- art, no conceal­
ment, will ever in your own fancy be fuffi- 
cient to protect you. That other fpecies of 
juftice which confifts in doing proper good 
offices to different perfons, according to the 
various relations of neighbours, kinfmen, 
friends, benefactors, fuperiors or equals, which 
they may ftand in to us, is recommended by 
the fame reafons. To adt properly in all 
thefe different relations procures us the effeem 
and love of thofe we live with; as to do others - 
wife excites their contempt and hatred. By 
the one vre naturally fecure, by the other we 
neceffarily endanger, our own cafe and tran­
quility, the great and ultimate objedts of all 
our defircs. The whole virtue of juftice, 
therefore, the mod important of all the vir­

tues.
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Tues, is no more than difcreet and prudent 
cdndud with regard to our neighbours.

Such is the dodrine of Epicurus concern­
ing the nature of virtue. It may ieem ex­
traordinary that this philofopher, who i6 de- 
fcribed as a perfon of the mod: amiable man- 
ners> fhould never have obferved, that, what- 
ever may be the tendency of thofe virtues, or 
°f the contrary vices with regard to our bodily 
eafe and fecurity, the fentiments which they 
naturally excite in others are the objeds of a 
niUch more paflionale defire or averfion than.
•fil their other confequences; That to be 
amiable, to be refpedable, to be the proper 
° ’°jed of efteem, is by every well-difpofed 
^ind more valued than all the eafe and fecu- 
rity which love, relped and efteem can pro- 
Cure us; That, on the contrary, to be odious, 
to be contemptible, to be the proper objed 

indignation, is more dreaded than all that 
VVe can fuffer in our body from hatred, con- 
tcmpt or indignation ; and that confequently 
°urdefire of the one charader, and our aver- 
fl0n to the other, cannot arife from any regard 
to the effeds which either of them is likely 
to I ! oduee upon the body.

G z  ThisO
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fyftem is> no doubt, altogether incon- 
^ fiftent with that which I have been endea-

♦ vouring to eftablifh. It is not difficult, how­
ever, to difcover from what phafis, if I may 
fay fo, from what particular view or afpedt 
of nature this account of things derives its 
probability. By the wile contrivance of the 
author of nature, virtue is upon all ordinary 
occafions, even with regard to this life, real 
wifdom, and the fureft and readiefl means of 
obtaining both fafety and advantage. Our 
fuccefs or difappointment in our undertakings' 
muft very much depend upon the good or 
bad opinion which is commonly entertained of 
us, and upon the general difpofition of thofe 
we live with, either to affift or to oppofe us.

‘ But the heft, the fureft, the eafieft and the 
readiefl way of obtaining the advantageous 
and avoiding the unfavourable judgment: of 
others, is undoubtedly to render ourfelves the 
proper objects of the former and not of the 
latter. “  Do you defire, faid Socrates, the 
<c reputation of a good mulician r The only 
lt fure way of obtaining it, is to become a 
* good mufician. Would you defire in the 
** fame manner to be thought capable of 
“  ferving your country either as a general or 
** as a ftatefman ? The belt way in this cafe

“  too
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‘ too is really to acquire the art and expe- 
c‘ nence of war and government, and to be*
"  come really fit to be a general or a ftatef- j 

man. And in the fame manner if you 
“  would be reckoned fober, temperate, juft 
tc and equitable, the beft way of acquiring 
tc this reputation is to become fober, tempe- 
“  rate, juft and equitable. If you can really 
“  render yourfelf amiable, refpe&able, and 
“  the proper objeCt of efteem, there is no 
“  fear of your not foon acquiring the love,
“  the refpeCt and efteem of thofe you live 
“  with.” Since the practice of virtue, there­
fore, is in general fo advantageous, and that 
of vice fo contrary to our intereil, ti e con- 
fideration of thofe oppofite tendencies un­
doubtedly ftamps an additional beauty and 
propriety upon the one, and a new deformity 
and impropriety upon the other. Tempe­
rance, magnanimity, juftice and beneficence, 
ootne thus to be approved of, not only under 
their proper characters, but under the addi­
tional character of the higher wifdom and 
moll real prudence. And in the lame man­
ner the contrary vices of intemperance, pu- 
filanimity, injuftice, and either malevolence 
or fordid felfifhnefs come to be disapproved 
of, not only under their proper characters,

G u 2 butQ
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x -' -but under the additional character of thei
mod fhort-fighted folly and weaknefs. Epi­
curus appears in every virtue to have at­
tended to this' fpecies of propriety only. It is 
that which is mod apt to occur to thofe who 
are endeavouring to perfuade others to regu­
larity of conduct. When men by their prac­
tice and perhaps too by their maxims, mani- 
feftly ,ihovv that the natural beauty of virtue 
is not likely to have much effect upon them, 
how is it poflible to move them but by re- 
prefenting the folly of their conduct, and 
how much they themfelves are in the end 
likely to fuffer by it ?

By running up all the different virtues too 
.to this one fpecies of propriety, Epicurus in­
dulged a propenfity, which is natural to all 
men, but which philofophers in particular 
are apt to cultivate with a peculiar fondnefs, 
as the great means of difplaying their inge­
nuity, the propenfity to account for all ap­
pearances from as few principles as poflible.
And he, no doubt, indulged this propenfity 
fliil further, when he referred all the primary 
objedts of natural defire and averfion to the 
pleafures and pains of the body. The great 
patron of the atomical philosophy, who took 
fo much pleafure in deducing all the powers

and
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^n<i familiar, the figure, motion and arrange­
ment of the fmall parts of matter, felt no 
doubt a fimilar fatisfadtion, when he ac­
counted, in the fame manner, for all the ien- 
timents and paflions of the mind from thofe 
which are moft obvious and familiar.

The fyftem of Epicurus agreed with thofe 
Plato, Ariftotle, and Zeno, in making r- 

tUc corifift in adding in the moft h ' ;
to obtain the * primary objects a-c al 

ehte. ft differed from all of tl r two 
other rcfpedtg j firft, in the accouu 
bave of thofe primary objedls of natui - c- 
lre > and fecondly, in the account which it 

Save of the excellence of virtue or oftherea- 
*°n why that quality ought to beefteemed.

The primary objedds of natural delire con- 
’ fted, according to Epicurus in bodily plea- 
Ule a°d pain, and in nothing elle : whereas, 

according to the other three philofophers, 
j ^ re Were many other objefts, fuch as know- 
edSc> fuch as the happinefs of our relations, 

our friends, of our country, which were 
u hniately deffreable for their own fake.

* Prim a nature.

G g  3 Virtue
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Virtue too, according to Epicurus, did not 

deferve to be purfued for its own fake, nor 
was itfelf one of the primary objects of natu­
ral appetite, but was eligible only upon ac­
count of its tendency to prevent pain and to 
procure eafe and pleafure. In the opinion 
of the other three, on the contrary, it was 
defireable, not meerly as the means of pro­
curing the other primary objects of natural 
defire, but as fomething which was in itfelf 
more valuable than them all. Man, they 
thought, being born for adion, his happi- 
nefs muft confift, not meerly in the agreeable- 
nefs of his paflive fenfations, but alfo in the 
propriety of his adive exertions,

S E C T .
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Of thofe fyftems which make virtue con- 
fift in benevolence.

T H E fyftem which makes virtue con- 
lift in benevolence, tho’ I think not 

antient as all of thofe which I have already 
S^en an account of, is, however, of very 
Sreat antiquity. It feems to have been the 
(i°ftrine of the greater part of thofe philo- 
fophers who, about and after the age of Au- 
guftus, called themfelves Eclectics, who pre­
tended to follow chiefly the opinions of 
f'lato and Pythagoras, and who upon that , 
Recount are commonly known by the name 
°i the latter Platonifts.

the divine nature, according to thefe 
a,Jtnors, benevolence or love was the foie 
Plir>ciple of action, and directed the exertion 

all the other attributes. The wildom or 
* e deity was employed in finding out the 

for bringing about thofe ends which, 
goodnefs luggefted, as his infinite power 

Was exerted to execute them. Benevolence,
Gg 4 how“
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^however, was fail the fupreme and governing 

attribute, to which the others were fubfer- 
vient, and from which the whole excellency, 
or the whole morality, if I may be allowed 
fuch an expreffion, of the divine operations, 
was ultimately derived. The whole perfec­
tion and virtue of the human mind, confifted 
in lbme refemblancc or participation of the di­
vine perfections, and, confequently, in being 
filled with the fame principle of benevolence 
and love which influenced all the actions of 
the deity. The actions of men which flowed 
from this motive were alone truly praife- 
worthy, or could claim any merit in the 
fight of the deity. It was by actions of cha­
rity and love only that we could imitate, as 
became us, the conduct of God, that we 
could exprefs our humble and devout admi­
ration of his infinite perfections, that by 
foftering in our own minds the fame divine 
principle, we could bring our own affections 
to a gi ater refemblance with his holy attri­
butes, and thereby become more proper ob­
jects of his love and eiLem j till at laft we 
arrived at that immediate converfe and com­
munication with the deity to which it was

the
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^2!  ̂̂ the great object of this philofophy to raife 

us.
1 his fyftem, as it was much efteemed by 

many antient fathers of the chriftian church, 
fo after the reformation it was adopted by fe- 
vcrai divines of the moft eminent piety and 
earning and of the moft amiable manners j 

Particularly, by Dr. Ralph Cudworth, by 
,r’ Henry More, and by Mr. John Smith of 

V^nbridge. But of all the patrons of this 
antient or modern, the late Dr. Hut- 

. c on> was undoubtedly beyond all compa- 
ri 011> lhe moft acute, the moft diftindt, the 
moft philofophical3and what is of the greateft 
c°oftqucnce of all, the i'obereft and moft ju­
dicious.

That virtue confifts in benevolence is t 
otlon fupported by many appearances in hu- 

f!Un nature. It has been obferved already 
Proper benevolence is the moft graceful 

and agreeable of all the affedtions, That it is 
5cccrnmended to us by a double fympathy,
! laJ  as its tendency is neceflarily beneficient,
’ ls the proper objedt of gratitude and re- 

Wardj and that upon all thefe account: it rip- 
PCJrs to our natural fentiments to poflefs a 
merit luperior to any other. It has been ob­

ferved
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ferved too that even the weaknelles of bene- k 
volence are not very difagreeable to us5 
whereas thole of every other paffion arc al­
ways extremely difgulling. Who does not 
abhor* exceffive malice, exceffive felfiffinefs, 
or exceffive refentment ? But the moll ex­
ceffive indulgence even of partial friendship 
is not fo offenfive. It is the benevolent paf- 
fions only which can exert themfelves with­
out any regard or attention to propriety, and 
yet retain Something about them which is en­
gaging. There is fomething plealing even in 
mere inffindtive good-wiil which goes on to 
do good offices without once reile&ing 
whether by this condudt it is the proper ob­
ject either of blame or approbation. It is not 
fo with the other paffions. Th. moment they 
are defer ted, the moment they are unaccom­
panied by the lenfe of propriety, they ceale 
to be agreeable.

As benevolence bellows upon thofe ac- 
tions which proceed from it a beauty fuperior 
:o all others, fo the want of it, and much 
more the contrary inclination communicates 
a peculiar deformity to whatever evidences 
fitch a difpofition. Pernicious addons are of­
ten punilhable for no other realon than be-

caufe

{\<X)



of M o r a l  P h il o s o p h y . 459 iJ^Lj

:cimfe they (how a want of fufficient attention 
to the happinefs of our neighbour.

Befides all this Dr. Hutchefon a obferved, 
that whenever in any adtion, fuppofed to 
proceed from benevolent affedtions, fome 
other motive had been difcovered, our fenfe 
°r the merit of this adtion was juft fo far di- 
minifhed as this motive was believed to have 
influenced it. If an adtion fuppofed to pro- 
ceed from gratitude, fliould be difcovered to 
have arilen from an expectation of fome new 
favour, or if what was apprehended to pro- 
c<:ed from public fpirit, fnould be found out 
to have taken its origin from the hope of a 
Pecuniary reward, fuch a diicovery would 
Cnt«rely dellroy all notion of merit or praife- 
^ 0rthinefs in cither of thefe adtions. Since, 

eref°re, the mixture of any ielfifti motive,
1 e that of a bafer alloy, diminilhed or toqk 

a vay altogether the merit which would 
erwife have, belonged to any adtion, it 

' as evident, he imagined, th?t virtue muft 
, ° nhft in pure and dilinterefted benevo- 
ence alone ,1

^ ;hen thofe adtions, on the contrary, 
i.eh are commonly fuppofed to proceed

See enquiry concerning virtue feft. i . and z.

from
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^^^Irom a felfiflh motive, are difcovered to have 
arifen from a benevolent one, it greatly en­
hances our fenfe of their merit. If we be­
lieved of any perron that he endeavoured to 
advance his fortune from no other view but 
that of doing friendly offices, and of making 
proper returns to his benefactors, we ffiould 
only love and efteem him the more. And this 
obfervation feemed frill more to confirm the 
conelufion, that it was benevolence only 
which could flamp upon any adtion the cha­
racter of virtue.

Laft of all, what, he imagined, was an evi­
dent proof of the juftnefs of this account of 
virtue, in all the difputes of cafuifts con­
cerning the redtitude of condudt, the public 
good, he obferved, was the ftandard to which 
they conftantly referred, thereby umverfally 
acknowledging that whatever tended to pro­
mote the happinefs of mankind was right 
£ nd laudable and virtuous, and the contrary 
wrong, blameable and vitious. In the late 
debates about paffive obedience and the right 
of refiftc-nce, the foie point in controvcrfy 
among men of fenfe was, whether univerfai 
fubmiffion would probably be attended with 
greater evils than temporary infurredtions

whea
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privileges were invaded. Whether 

^^what upon the whole, tended molt to the 
happinefs of mankind, was not alfo morally 
good, was never once, he faid, made a 
queftion.

Since benevolence, therefore, was the only 
motive which could bellow upon any adtioti 
lbe character of virtue, the greater the bene­
volence which was evidenced by any adtion, 
the greater the praife which mult belong 
to it.

.Thofe adtions which aimed at the happl- 
nefs of a great community, as they demon- 
hxated a more enlarged benevolence than 
thofe which aimed only at that of a fmaller 
fyftem, fo were they, likewife, proportionally 

more virtuous. The molt virtuous of all 
f̂fedtions, therefore, was that which em- 

j'raced as its objedt the happinefs of all intel- 
’§ent beings. The leaft virtuous, on the con- 

trary> of thofe to which the charadter of vir- 
tUc could in any rdpedt belong, was that 

aimed no further than at the happ:- 
ntjs of an individual, fuch as a fon, a brother, 
a friend.

In diredting all our actions to promote the 
Sreateft pollible good, in fubmitting all infe-i

rior
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affections to the defire of the general 
happinefs of mankind, in regarding ourfelves 
but as one of the many, whole profperity 
was to be purfued no further than it was con- 
fiftent with or conducive to that of the whole, 
confifted the perfection of virtue.

Self-love was a principle which could never 
be virtuous in any degree or in any direction.
It was vitious whenever it obftructed the ge­
neral good. When it had no other effect 
than to make the individual take care of his 
own happinefs, it was meerly innocent, and 
tho’ it deferved no praife, neither ought it to 
incur any blame. Thofe benevolent actions 
which were performed, notwithfhnding fome 
ftrong motive from felf-intereft, were the 
more virtuous upon that account. They de- 
monftrated the ftrength and vigour of the 
benevolent principle.

Dr. Hutchefon a was fo far from allowing 
felf-love to be in any cafe a motive of vir­
tuous actions, that even a regard to the plea- 
lure of fclf-approbation, to the comfortable 
applaufe of our own confciences, according

* Inquiry concerning virtue, left, r . art. 4, alfo illuvia­
tions ori the moral ft ife, fedl. 5. lall paragraph.

to
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to him diminifhed the merit of a benevolent 
action. This was a felfifh motive, he thought, 
which, fo far as it contributed to any action, 
demonftrated the weaknefs of that pure and 
difinterefted benevolence which could alone 
{lamp upon the conduct of men the character 
of virtue. In the common judgments of man­
kind, however, this regard to the approba­
tion of our own minds is fo far from being 
confidered as what can in any refpect dimi- 
nilh the virtue of any action, that it is rather 
looked upon as the foie motive which de- 
ferves the appellation of virtuous.

Such is the account given of the nature of 
virtue in this amiable fyftem, a fyftetrt which 
has a peculiar tendency to nouriih and fup- 
port in the human heart the nobleft and the 
moft agreeable of all affections, and not only 
to check the injuflice of felf-love, but in 
fome meafure to difeourage that principle 
altogether, by reprefenting it as what could 
never reflect any honour upon thofe who 
were influenced by it.*

As fome of the other fyflems which I have 
already given an account of, do not fufh- 
ciently explain from whence arifes the pecu­
liar excellency of the fupreme virtue of be

neflcencc
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îrncence, fo this fyftem Teems to have the 
contrary defect, of not fufficiently explain­
ing from whence arifes our approbation of 
the inferior virtues of prudence, vigilance, 
circumfpection, temperance, conftancy, firm- 
nefs. The view and aim of our affections, 
the beneficent and hurtful effects which they 
tend to produce, are the only qualities that 
are at all attended to in this fyftem. Their 
propriety and impropriety, their fuitabienefs 
and unfuitablenefs to the caufe which ex­
cites them, are difregarded altogether.

Regard to our own private happinefs and 
interefl too, appear upon many occafions very 
laudable principles of action. The habits 
of ceconomyf induftry, diferetion, attention 
and application of thought, are generally 
luppofed to be cultivated from felf-interefted 
motives, and at the fame time are appre­
hended to be very praife-worthy qualities, 
which deferve the efteem and approbation of 
every body. The mixture of a felfifh motive, 
it is true, feems often to fully the beauty of 
thofe actions which ought to a rife from a be­
nevolent affection. The caufe of this, how­
ever, is not that felf-love can never be the

motive
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x^rSfStlve of a virtuous action, but that the be­
nevolent principle appears in this particular 
cafe to want its due degree of flrength, and 
to be altogether unfuitable to its objedt. The 
charadler, therefore, ieems evidently imper­
fect, and upon the whole to deferve blame 
rather than praife. The mixture of a oene- 
volent motive in an aCtion to which fclf-love 
alone ought to be fufficient to prompt us, is 
hot fo apt indeed to diminish our fenfe 01 its 
propriety, or of the virtue of the perfon who 
performs it. We are not ready to fufpedt 
any perfon of being defective in felfilhnels.
This is by no means the weak fide of human 
nature, or the failing of which weaie ap> to 
be fufpicious. If we could really bel.eve, 
however, of any man that, was it not from.
0 regard to his family and friends, he would 
not take that proper care of his health, his 
life, or his fortune, to which fdf-prefervation 
ought alone to be fufficient to prompt him, 
it would undoubtedly be a failing, tho one 
of thole amiable failings, which render a per­
fon rather the objeCt of pity than of contempt 
or hatred. It would Hill, however, fome- 
vvhat diminiffi the dignity and reffiectablenefs 
of his character. Carelefsnefs and want ot 
oeconomy are univerfally difapproved of,

H h
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:V not, however, as proceeding from a want of 
benevolence, but from a want of the proper 
attention to the objects of felf-intereft.

Tho’ the ftandard by which cafuifts fre­
quently determine what is right or wrong in 
human conduct, be its tendency to the wel­
fare or diforder of fociety ; it does not follow 
that a regard to the welfare of fociety fhould 
be the foie virtuous motive of a6ti.cn, but 
only that, in any competition, it ought to 
caff the balance againft all other motives.

Benevolence may, perhaps, be the foie 
principle of a£tion in the deity, and there are 
feveral, not improbable,arguments which tend 
to perfuade us that it is fo. It is not eafy to 
conceive what other motive an independent 
and rdl perfect being, who hands in need of 
nothing external and w'hofe happinefs is com- 
pleat in himfelf, can adt from. But what­
ever may be the cafe with the deity, fo im- 
perfedt a c feature as man, the fupport of 
v.hofe exiftence requires fomany things exter- 
r>;a to him, mult often adt from many other 
motives 'The condition of human nature 
were peculiarly hard, if thole affections, 
whici , by the very nature of our being, 
ought frequently to influence our conduct, 
could upon no occafion appear virtuous, or

deferve
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deferve efteem and commendation from any 
body.

Thofe three fyftems, that which places 
virtue in propriety, that which places it in 
prudence, and that which makes it confift in 
benevolence, are the principal accounts which 
have been given of the nature of virtue. To 
one or other of them, all the other descrip­
tions of virtue, how different foever they 
may appear, are eafily reducible.

That fyftem which places virtue in obe­
dience to the will of the deity, may be 
counted either among thofe which make it 
confift in prudence, or among thofe which 
make it confift in propriety. When it is 
afked, why we ought to obey the will of the 
deity, this queftion, which would be im­
pious and abfurd in the higheft degree, if 
afked from any doubt that we ought to obey 
him, can admit but of two different an- 
fwers. It muft either be faid that we ought 
to obey the will of the deity becauie he is 
a being of infinite power, w ho will re­
ward us eternally if we do fo and punim 
us eternally if we do otuerwile : Or It muft 
be faid, that independent of any regard to 
our own happinefs, or to rewards and pu- 

H h 2 nifhments
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nifhments of any kind, there is a con- 
gruity and fitnefs that a creature fhould obey 
its creator, that a limited and imperfect be­
ing fliould iubmit to one of infinite and in- 
comprehcnfible perfections. Befides one or 
other of thefe two it is impoflible to con­
ceive that any other anfwer can be given to 
this queflion. If the firfl anfwer be the 
proper one, virtue confifts in prudence or 
in the proper purfuit of our own final in- \ 
terefl and happinefs; fince it is upon this ac­
count that we are obliged to obey the will of 
the deity. If the fecond anfwer be the pro­
per one, virtue mufl confifl in propriety, 
fince the ground of our obligation to obe­
dience is the fuitablenefs or congruity of the 
fentiments of humility and fubmiffion to 
the Superiority of the object which excites 
therm

That fyfiem which places virtue in uti­
lity coincides too with that which makes it 
confifl in propriety. According to this 
fvflem all thofe qualities of the mind which 
ere agreeable or advantageous, either to the 
perfon himfelf or to others are approved of 
as virtuous, and the contrary difapproved of 
as vitious. But the agreeablenefs or utility

- of
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any affection depends upon the degree 
which it is allowed to fubfifl in. Every af­
fection is ufeful when it is confined to a cer­
tain degree of violence ; and every affection 
is difadvantageous when it exceeds the bounds 
of this moderation. According to this fyftem 
therefore, virtue confifls, not in any one af­
fection, but in the proper degree o f all the 
affedions. The only difference between it 
and that which I have been endeavouring to 
eftablifh, is, that it makes utility, and not 
fympathy, or the correfpondent affedion o f 
the fpedator, the meafure of this proper 
degree.

H h 3 C H A P .
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C H A P ,  IV.

Of licentious fyftems.

A L  L  thofe fyftems, which I have 
hitherto given an account of, fuppofe 

that there is a real and eflential diftindtion 
between vice and virtue, whatever thefe qua­
lifies may confift in. There is a real and 
eflential difference between the propriety and 
impropriety of any affedtion, between bene­
volence and any other principle of adtion, 
between real prudence and fhort lighted folly 
or precipitate rafhnefs. In the main too all 
of them contribute to encourage the prail'e- 
worthy, and to difeourage the blameable 
difpofition.

It may he true, perhaps, of fome of them, 
that they tend in fome meafure to break the 
ballance of the affedtions, and to give the 
mind a particular biafs to fome principles of 
action beyond the proportion that is due to 
them. The antient fyftems, which place 
virtue in propriety, feem chiefly to recom­
mend the great, the awful and the refpect-

abie
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:: able virtues, the virtues of felt-government' 

and felf-command ; fortitude, magnanimity, 
independency upon fortune, the contempt of 
all outward accidents, of pain, poverty, exile 
and death. It is in thefe great exertions that 
the nobleft propriety of conduct is difplayed.
The foft, the amiable, the gentle virtues, all 
the virtues of indulgent humanity are in 
comparifon but little infilled upon, and feern. 
on the contrary, by the Stoics in particular, 
to have been often regarded asmeer weakneiies 
which it behoved a wife man not to harbour 
in his breaft.

The benevolent fyftem, on the other hand, 
while it fofters and encourages all thofe mil­
der virtues in the higheft degree, feems en­
tirely to negledt the more awful and refpect- 
able qualities of the mind. It even denies 
them the appellation of virtues. It calls them 
moral abilities and treats them as qualities 
which do not dcierve the fame fort of efteem 
and approbation which is due to what is pro­
perly denominated virtue. All thofe prin­
ciples of action which aim only at our own 
intereft, it treats, if that be poffiblc, dill 
worfe. So* far from having any merit 
of their own, they diminifh, it pretends, 
the merit of benevolence, when they co-

Hh 4 operate
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ferted, when employed only in promoting 
private intereft, can never even be imagined 
a virtue.

That fyflem, again, which makes virtue 
confift in prudence only, while it gives the 
higheft encouragement to the habits of cau­
tion, vigilance, fobriety and judicious mode­
ration, fcems to degrade equally both the 
amiable and refpectable virtues, and to ftrip 
the former of all their beauty and the latter 
of all their grandeur.

But notwkhftanding thefe defects,, the ge­
neral tendency of each of thofe three fyftems 
is to encourage the befl and moll laudable 
habits of the human mind : and it were well 
for fociety if either mankind in general, or 
even thofe few who pretend to live according 
to any philofophical rule, were to regulate 
their conduct by the precepts of any one of 
them. We may learn from each of them 
fomethiftg that is both valuable and peculiar.
.If it was pdffible, by precept and exhorta­
tion, to i fpire the mind with fortitude and 
magnanimity, the antierft fyftems of pro­
priety would feem fufficient to do this. Or if 
it was pofhble, by the fame means to foften

it
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' ' ^  ln!:o humanity, and to awaken the affec-

t*ons Ci kindnefs and general love towards 
* we ^ve with} fome of the pictures with 
when *he benevolent fyfteni prefents us, 
wight ieem capable of producing this effed.

 ̂way learn from the fyfteni of Epicurus,
* 10 undoubtedly the world of all the three, 

ovv lnuch the pradice of both the amiable 
and refpedablc virtues is conducive to our 
°Wn intereft, to our own eafe and lafety and 
^uict even in this life. As Epicurus placed 
lappinefs in the ; tt; inment of eafe and fecu- 

rity> he exerted himfelf in a particular mip- 
ner to Ihow that virtue was, not meerly the 

and the fureft, but the only means of 
acquiring thofe invaluable poffeflions. The 
good effeds of virtue, upon our inward tran­
quility and peace of mind, are what other 
philofophers have chiefly celebrated. Epi­
curus, without negleding this topic, has 
chiefly infilled upon the influence of that 
amiable quality on our outward profperity 
and lafety. It was upon this account that 
his writings were fo much lludied in the an- 
tient world by men of all different philolo- 
phical parties. It is from him that Cicero, 
the great enemy of the Epicurean lyftem, 
borrows his moll agreeable proofs that virtue

alone
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x ^ f ^ o n e  is fufficient to fecare happinefs. Sene­
ca, tho' a ftoic, the fe<3 mod oppofite to 
that of Epicurus, yet quotes this philofopher 
more frequently than any other.

There are, however, fome other fyItems 
•which feem to take away altogether the di- 
ftindtion between vice and virtue, and of 
which the tendency, is upon that account, 
wholly pernicious: I mean the fyftems of 
the duke of Rochefaucault and Dr. Mande- 
ville. Tho’ the notions of both thefe au­
thors are in almoft every refpedfc erroneous, 
there are, however, fome appearances in hu- 
ru n  nature which, when viewed in a cer­
tain manner, feem at firit fight to favour 
them. Thefe, firfl: flightly Sketched out 
with the elegance and delicate precifion of 
the duke ot Rochefaucault, and afterwards 
more fully reprefented with the lively and 
humourous, tho’ coarfe and ruftic eloquence 

Mandeville, have thrown upon their 
doctrines an air of truth and probability which 
is very apt to impole upon the unfkilful.

Dr. Mandeville, the mod: methodical o f 
t iofe two authors, confiders whatever is done 
trotn a fsnfe of propriety, from a regard to 
what is commendable and praiie-worthy, as

being
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being done from a love of praife and com­
mendation, or as he calls it from vanity*
Man, he obferves, is naturally much more 
interefted in his own happinefs than in that 
of others, and it is impoflible that in his 
heart he can ever really prefer their profpe- 
rity to his own. Whenever he appears to do 
f°> we may be affined that he impofes upon 
us, and that he is then adting from the fame 
felfifh motives as at all other times. Among 
his other felfifh paflions, vanity is one of the 
fhongeft, and he is always eaftly flattered and 
greatly delighted with the applaufes of thofe 
about him. When he appears to facrifice 
his own intereft to that of his companions, 
he knows that this condudt will be highly 
agreeable to their felf-lovc, and that they 
will not fail 10 exprefs their fitisfa&ion by 
bellowing upon him the moft extravagant 
praifes. The pleafure which he expects from 
this, overbalances, in his opinion the intereft 
which he abandons in order to procure it.
His conduct, therefore, upon this occafiou 
is in reality juft as felfifh, and arifes from juft 
as mean a motive as upon any other. He is 
flattered, however, and he flatters himfelf 
with the belief that it is entirely difin- 
tereftedj fince, unlefs this was fuppofed, it

would
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would not feem to merit any commendation 
either in his own eyes or in thofe of others.
Aii public fpirit3 therefore, all preference of 
public to private intereft,is, according to him, 
a meer cheat and impofition upon mankind ; 
and that human virtue which is fo much 
beaded of, and which is the occafion of fo 
much emulation among men, is the meer 
offspring of flattery beget upon pride.

Whether the mod: generous and public fpi- 
rited actions may not in fome fenfe be re­
garded as proceeding from felf-love I fhall 
not at prefent examine. The decifion of 
this queftion is not, I  apprehend, of any im­
portance towards eftablifhing the reality of 
virtue, fince felf-love may frequently be a 
virtuous motive of adtion. I fhall only en­
deavour to fhow that the defire of doing 
what is honourable and noble, of rendering 
ourfelves the proper objects of efleem and 
approbation cannot with any propriety be 
called vanity. Even the love of well-grounded 
fame and reputation, the defire of acquiring 
eiieern by what is really eftimable, does not 
deferve that name. The firft is the love of 
virtue, the noblefl: and bed paflion of hu­
man nature. The fecond is the love of true 
glory, a paflion inferior no doubt to the for­

mer,
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X ; :: incr, but which in dignity appears to come 

immediately after it. He is guilty of vanity 
who defires praife for qualities which are 
either not praife-worthy in any degree, or 
not in that degree in which he expedts to be 
praifed for them; who fets his character upon 
the frivolous ornaments of drcfs and equi­
page, or the equally frivolous accompnil - 
ments of ordinary behaviour. He is guilty 
of vanity who defires praiie for what indeed 
very well deferves it, but what he perfectly 
knows does not belong to him. The empty 
coxcomb who gives himfelf airs oi impoi- 
tance which he has no title to, the filly liar 
who afiumes the merit of adventures whit h 
never happened, . the foolifh plagiary who 
? ivcs himfelf out for the author of what he 
has no pretentions to, are properly acceded 
of this pafiion. He too is faid to be guilty 
of vanity who is not contented with the nk nt 
fentiments of efteem and approbation, who 
feerus to be fonder of their noify expreflions 
and acclamations than of the fentiments than- 
felvcc, who is never latisfied but when hr 
own praifes are ringing in his ears, and who 
follicits with the molt anxious importunity 
all external marks of refpeft, is fond ot titles,
of c o m p l i m e n t s ,  of being vifited, cn bang

attended,
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pxaces with the appearance of deference and 
attention. This frivolous pafiion is altogether 
different from either of the two former, and 
is the pafiion of the lowed, and the lead of 
mankind as they are of the nobled and the 
greated.

But tho5 thefe three paffions, the dedre of 
rendering ourfelves the proper objects of ho­
nour and edeem ; or of becoming what is ho ­
nourable and edimable; the dedre o f ac­
quiring honour and edeem by really deferr­
ing thofe fentiments; and the frivolous de­
dre of praife at any rate, are widely dif­
ferent ; tho’ the two former are always ap­
proved of while the latter never fails to be 
dofpifed ; there is, however, a certain remote 
affinity among them which, exaggerated by 

_ the humorous and diverting eloquence of 
this lively author, has enabled him to impofc 
upon his readers There is an affinity be­
tween vanity and the love of true glory, as 
both thefe paffions aim at acquiring edeem 
and approbation. But they are different in 
this, that the one is a jud, reafonable and 
equitable pafiion, while the other is unjud, 
abfurd and ridiculous. 1  ue man who de- 
firts edeem for what is really edimable, dc-

fires
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^re° nothing but what he is juftly entitled to,
“nu w^at Cannot be refufed him without 
°*‘le b°rt of injury. He, on the contrary 

V/, °  ^e l̂res it upon any other terms, demands 
.vV lat: l̂e has no juft claim to. The firft 
r Cf Satisfied, is not apt to be jealous or 

picious that we do not efteem him enough, 
an is feldcjm lolljcitous about receiving 
m ny external marks of our regard. The 

ler> on the contrary, is never to be fatis- 
Jpd, is lull of jealoufy and fufpicion that we 

0 not efteem him io much as he deiires, 
ecaule he lias fomc fecrct confcioufnefs that 

he defires more than he deferves. The leaft 
negledt of ceremony, he confiders, as a mor­
tal affront and as an exprelfion of the mcft 
determined contempt. Pie is reftlefs and im­
patient and perpetually afraid that we have 

alt rel'pedt lor him, and is upon this re ­
count always anxious to obtain new expref- 
hons of efteem, and cannot be kept in tem­
per but by continual attendance and adu­
lation.

» here is an affinity too between the defire 
of becoming what is honourable and eftim- 
n jl<-, and the denre of honour and efteem, 
between the love ol virtue and the lov of 
true glory. They refemble one another not 

« only
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in this refpedt, that both aim at real I)' ^
Homing what is honourable and noble, but 

even m that refpeef in which the love of tree 
glory refeqables what is properly called vani­
ty, fonae reference tothe fen tirnentsmf others.
The man o f the greatefl magnanimity, who 
ciefiie.-) viitue for its own fake, and is molt in- 
din erent about what actually are the opinions 
o f mankind with regard to him, is (till, how­
ever, delighted with the thoughts of what 
they fiiould be, with the confcioufnefs that 
the he may neither be honoured nor ap­
plauded, he is dill the proper object o f ho­
nour and applaufe, and that if  mankind were 
cool and candid and confident with them- 
felvcs, and pioperly informed or the motives 
and circumftances of his conduct, they 
would not fail to honour and applaud him.
Tho’ he defpifes the opinions which are actu­
ally entertained of him, yet he has the highefi: 
valiu for thofe which ought to be entertained 
of him. I hat he might think himfelf 
worthy of thofe honourable fendment*, and, 
whatever was the idea which other men 
might conceive of his character, that when 
he fiiould put himfelf in their fituation, and 
confidcr, not what was* but what ought to 
be their opinion, he fhould always have the

highefi
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idea of it himfelf, was the great and 
exalted motive of his conduct. As even in 
the love of virtue, therefore, there is frill fome 
reference, tho’ not to what is, yet to what in 
reafon and propriety ought to be, the opinion 
ot others, there is even in this refped: fome 
affinity between it, and the love of true glory.
There is, however, at the fame time, a very 
great difference between them. The man 
who ufts folely from a regard to what is right 
and fit to be done, from a regard to what is 
the proper object of efteeni and approbation', 
tho’ thefe fentinrents fiiould never be bellowed 
upon him, afts from the moft fublime and 
godlike motive which human nature is even 
capable of conceiving. The man, on the other 
hand, who while he defires to merit appro­
bation, 1 at the fame time anxious to obtain 
it, tho’ he too is laudable in the main, yet 
his motives have a greater mixture of human 
infirmity. He is in danger of being morti­
fied by the ignorance and injuftice of man­
kind, and his bappinefs is expofedto the envy 
of hi: rivals* and the folly of the public!..
The happinefs of the other, on the contrary, is 
altogether lecure and independent of fortune, 
and of the capiice of thofe he lives with.

I i The

l ( y  \

(tV of M oral Philosophy. 481 (CJT



® 8 F  • n  ■
2 O f S y s t e m s  Part w S T

J=jL—A
ic contempt and hatred which may be 

thrown upon him by the ignorance of man- 
icind, he confiders as not belonging to him, 
and is not at all mortified by it. Mankind 
dcfpife and hate him from a falfe notion of 
hjs, character and conduft. I f  they knew 
him better they would eftecm and love him.
It is not him whom, properly fpeaking, they 
hate and dcfpife, but another perfon whom 
they miftake him to be. Our friend, whom 
we fhould meet at a mafquerade in the -arb 
of our enemy, would be more diverted Than 
mortified, if  under that difguife we fhould 
vent our indignation againft him. Such are 

Sentiments of a man of real magnanimity ; 
when expofed to unjuft cenfure. It feldom 
happens, however, that human nature arrives 
at this degree of firmnefs. Tho’ none but 
the weakeft and moft worthlefs o f mankind 
are much delighted with falfe glory, yet, by 
a ft range inconfiftency, falfe ignominy is often 
capable of moitifying thofe who appear the 
moil refolute and determined.

Dr. Mandr ville is not fatisfied with repre. 
fenting the frivolous motive of vanity, as the 
fource of all thofe a&ions which are com­
monly accounted virtuous. He endeavours 
to point out the imperfection of human vir­

tue
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K^.„«*Pe hi many other relpeds. In every cute, 
he pretends, it falls fhort of that compleat felf- 
denial whicli it pretends to, and, inftead of a 
conqued, is commonly no more than a con­
cealed indulgence of our paflions. Wherever 
our referve with regard to pleafure tails fhort 
of the moO: afcctic abdinence, he treats it as 
grofs luxury and fenfuality. Every thing, ac­
cording to him, is luxury which exceeds what 
is abfolutely neceflury for the fuppert of hu­
man nature, fo that there is vice even in the 
ufe of a clean fliirt, or of a convenient habi­
tation. The indulgence of the inclination to fex, 
in the mod lawful union, he confiders as the 
fame fenfuality with the mod hurtful gratifi­
cation of that pafiion, and derides that tem­
perance and that chadity which can be prac- 
tilcd at fo cheap a rate. The ingenious fo- 
phiftry of his reafoning, is here, as upon 
many other occafions, covered by the ambi­
guity of language. There are fomc of our 
paflions which have no other names except 
thole which mark the difagreeable and oflen- 
five decree. The fpe&ator is more apt to take 
notice of them in this degree than in any 
other. When they fhock his own fentiments, 
when they give him fome fort of antipathy 
and uneafinefs, he is neceflarily obliged to at-

I i 2 tend

■ G°l̂ \



Of S y s t e m s  Part V I. o L

tend to them, and is from thence naturally 
led to give them a name. When they fall 
in with the natural ftate of his own mind, he 
is very apt to overlook them altogether, and 
either gives them no name at all, or, if he gives 
them any, it is one which marks rather the 
fubjedtion and reftraint of the paffion, than 
the degree which it ftill is allowed to fubftft in, 
after it is fo fubjedted and reftrained. T. bus 
the common names of the 3 love of pleafure, 
and of the b love of fex denote a vitious and 

' offenfive degree of thofe paffions. The words 
temperance and chaftity on the other hand, 
feem to mark rather the reftraint and fubjec- 
tion which they are kept under than the de­
gree which they are ftiil allowed to fubftft: in.
When he can fhow, therefore, that they ftill 
fubftft: in fome degree, he imagines, he has 
entirely demolifhed the reality of the virtues 
of temperance and chaftity, and drown them 
to be nreer impolitions upon the inattention 
and fimplicity of mankind. Thofe virtues, 
however, do not require an entire infenfibi- 
lity to the objedts of the paffions which they 
mean to govern. They only aim at reftraiii-
in- the violence of thole paffions fo far as not*•

* Luxury and luft.
to
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1 t l̂e individual, and neither difturb nor CLL j  
Oacnd the l'ociety.

It is the great fallacy of Dr. Mandeville’s 
book ato reprefent every paflion as wholly vi- 
tious which is fo in any degree and in any di­
rection. It is thus that he treats every thing 
as vanity which has any reference either to 
what are or to what ought to be the fenti- 
rnents of others : and it is by means of this 
fophiftry that he eftablilhes his favourite con- 
dufion, that private vices are public benefits.
I f  the iove of magnificence, a tafte for the 
elegant arts and improvements of human life, 
lor whatever is agreeable in drefs, furniture, 
or equipage, for architecture, ftatuary, paint­
ing and mufic, is to be regarded as luxury, 
fenfuality and oftentation, even in thofe whofe 
fituation allows, without any inconveniency, 
the indulgence of thofe paffions, it is certain 
that luxury, fenfuality and oftentation are 
public benefits: fince, without the qualities 
upon which he thinks proper to beftow fuch 
opprobrious names, the arts of refinement 
could never find encouragement, and mull 
htnguifh for want of employment. Some 
Popular afcetic doctrines which had been cur-

8 Fable of the Bees.
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before his time, and which placed virtue 
in the entire extirpation and annihilation: of 
all our paffions, were the real foundation of 
this licentious fyftem. It was eafy for 
Dr. Mandeville to prove, firft, that this en­
tire conqneft never actually took place among 
men j and, fecondly, that, if it was to take 
place, univerfally, it would be pernicious to 
fociety, by putting an end to all induftryand 
commerce, and in a manner to the whole bu- 
finefs of human life. By the firft of thefe 
proportions he feemed to prove that there 
was no real virtue, and that what pretended 
to be fuch was a meer cheat and impofition 
upon mankind ; and by the fecond, that pri­
vate vices were public benefits, lince with­
out them no fociety could profper or 
flourilh.

Such is the fyftem of Dr. Mandeville, 
which once made l'o much noifein the world, 
and which, tho’ perhaps it never gave occa- 
fion to more vice than what would have been 
without it, at leaft taught that vice which 
arofe from other caufes to appear with more 
effrontery, and to avow the corruption of its 
motives with a profligateaudacioufuefs which 
had never been heared of before,

But
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how deftrudtive foever this fyftem 
iTiay appear, it could never have impofed 
upon fo great a number of perfons, nor have 
occafioned fo general an alarm among thofe 
who are the friends of better principles, had 
it not in fome refpedls bordered upon the 
truth, A  fyftem o f natural philofophy may 
appear very plaufible and be for a long time 
very generally received in the world, and yet 
have no foundation in nature, nor any fort 
of refemblance to the truth. The vortices 
of Des Cartes were regarded by a very inge­
nious nation, for near a century together, as a 
moft fatisfadtory account of the revolutions of 
the heavenly bodies. Yet it has been de- 
monftrated to the convidtion of all mankind 
that thefe pretended caufes of thofe wonder­
ful effedfs, not only do not adtually exift, but 
are utterly impoffible, and if they did exiu, 
could produce no Inch effedts as are afcribed 
to them. But it is otherwife with fyftems of 
ntoral philofophy, and an author who pre­
tends to account for the origin of our moral 
Sentiments, cannot deceive us fo grofsly, nor 
depart fo very fir from all refemblance to the 
truth. When a traveller gives us an account 
° f  fome diftant country, he may impofe upon 
CUr credulity the moil groundlefs and abfurd

I i  4 fid,tions
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■ ns the moft certain matters of fa£t. Bat 

when a perfon pretends to inform us of what 
pa' es in our own neighbourhood, and c f the 
affairs of the very parifh which we live in, 
the' here too, if  we are fo carelefs as not to 
examine things with our own eyes, he may 
deceive us in many refpeCts, yet the greatcfl 
falfhoods which he impoles upon us muft 
bear foine refembiance to the truth, and 
mail even have a confiderable mixture of 
truth in them. An author who treats of na­
tural philofophy, and pretends to affign the 
caufcs c f the great phenomena oi the uni- 
verfe, pretends to give an account of the af­
fairs of a very diftant country, concerning 
which he may tell us what he pleafes, and 
as long as his narration keeps within the 
bounds of fepming poffibility, he need not 
dcfpair of gaining our belief. But when he 
propofes to explain the origin of our defires 
and affections, of our fentiments of appro­
bation and difapprobati ?n, he pretends to give 
an account, not only of the affairs of the very 
parifh that we live in, but of our own do- 
meftic concerns. Tho here too, like indo - 
Jent matters who put their truft in a fteward 
who deceives them, we are very liable to be 
jrnpofed upon, yet we are incapable of paf-

fing
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' & g  any account which does not preferve 

fome little regard to the truth. Some of the 
artxles, at leait, mud be juft, and even thofe 
'which are moft overcharged mud have had 
fome foundation, otherwife the fraud would 
ue detected even by that carelefs infpeftion 
^ oich we are difpofed to give. The author 
V ,10 Should affio-n, as the caufe of any natu- 
1 entiment, fome principle which neither 
a< any connection with it, nor refembled 

any other principle which had fome inch 
o°nne£tion> would appear abfurd and ridicu- 

Us to the mod injudicious and unexperi­
enced reader.

S E C T I O N

Vtf N  I
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S E C T I O N  III.

Of the different fyffems which have- been 
formed concerning the principle of appro­
bation.

I N T R O D U C T I O N .

A F T E R  the inquiry concerning the na­
ture of virtue, the next queftion of 

importance in Moral Philofophy, is concern­
ing the principle of approbation, concerning 
the power or faculty of the mind which ren­
ders certain characters agreeable or difagree- 
able to us, makes us prefer one tenor of con­
duct to another, denominate the one right 
and the other wrong, and confider the one 
as the objcCt of approbation, honour and re­
ward ; the other as that of blame, cenfurc 
and punilhment.

Three different accounts have been given 
of this principle of approbation. Accord­
ing to fomc, we approve and difapprove both 
of our own 4<'Lions and of thofe of others, 
from fell-love only> or from fomc view of 

, their tendency to our own happinefs or dis­
advantage : according to others, reafon, the

fame
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iWn~* faculty by which we diflinguifh be- 

ecu truth and falfhood, enables us to di- 
. inS ui£h between what is fit and unfit both 
•in actions and aftedtions : according to others 
this diftindtion is altogether the effedt of im­
mediate fcntiment and feeling, and arifes 
' " ° ni the fatisfadlion or difguft with which 
Ae view o f certain adtions or nffedtions in- 
fpires us. Self-love, reafon and fentiment, 
therefore, are the three different fources 
Y-bich have been afiigned for the principle of
approbation.

Before I proceed to give an account of 
thole different fyflems, I muft oblerve, that 
the determination of this fecond queftion, 
though of the greateff importance in fpecu- 
lation, is of none in practice. The queftion 
concerning the nature o f virtue neceffarily 
has fome influence upon our notions of right 
and wrong in many particular cafes. That 
concerning the principle of approbation can 
poflibly have no fuch efrcdh To examine 
from what contrivance or mechanifm within, 
thofe different notions or fentiments arifc, is 
a meer matter of philofopbical curioflty.

C H A P .
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O f thole fyftems which deduce the principle 
of approbation from felf-lovc.

T H O S E  who account for the principle 
of approbation from felf-love, do net 

ail account for it in the fame manner, and 
ther:: is a good deal of confufion and inac­
curacy in all their different fyftems. Accord­
ing to Mr. Hobbs, and many of his follow­
ers V man is, driven to taken refuge in fo~ 
ciety, not by any natural love which he bears 
to his own kind, but becaufe without the 
affiftance of others he is incapable of fubilft- 
ing with eafe or fafety. Society, upon this 
account, becomes neceftary to him, and 
v/h tever tends to its fupport and welfare, he 
conbders as having a remote tendency to his 
own intereft, and, on die contrary, whatever 
is likely to diftu1 o or deftroy it, he regards 
as in feme meafure hurtful or pernicious to 
himfelf. Virtue is the great fupport and 
vice tiie great difturber of human fociety. 
i  he tormer therefore, i& agreeable, and the

* Puflcndorf. MandcviUe.
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flatter offenlive to every man ; as from the 

one he forefees the profperity, and from the 
other the ruin and dil'order of what is fo ne- 
cefTary for the comfort and fecurity of his
exigence.

That the tendency of virtue to promote, 
and of vice to difturb the order of fociet), 
when we consider it coolly and philoiophi- 
cally, refleds a very great beauty upon the 
one' and a very great deformity upon the 
other, cannot, as I have obferved upon a 
former occalion, ,be called in queftion. H u­
man fociety, when we contemplate it i. a 
certain abftrad and philosophical light, ap­
pears like a great, an immenfe machine 
whofe regular and harmonious movements 
produce a thoufand agreeable effeds. m 
any other beautiful and noble machine that 
was the pvodudion of human art, whatever 
tended to render its movements more imo :h 
and cafy, would derive a beauty iron: this 
effed, and, on the contrary, whatever ten­
ded to obftrud them would difpleafe upon 
that account: fo virtue, which is, as it were, 
the fine polilh to the wheels r>t locki.y, ne- 
cefTa• ily pleafes ; while vice, like the vile 
rufl, which makes them jarr and g i  te upon 
one another, is as neceflafily odenlivc This

account,

-
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: account, therefore, o f the origin of appro­
bation and difapprobation, fo far as it derives 
them from a regard to the order of fociety, 
runs into that principle which gives beauty 
to utility, and which I have explained upon 
a former occafion j and it is from thence that 
this fyftem derives all that appearance o f pro­
bability which it pofleffes. When thofe 
authors deferibe the innumerable advantagesO
o f a cultivated and focial, above a favage and 
folitary life ; when they expatiate upon the 
neceffity of virtue and good order for the 
rnaintainance of the one, and demonftrate 
how infallibly the prevalence of vice and dil- 
obedience to the laws tend to bring back the 
other, the reader is charmed with the no­
velty and grandeur o f thofe views which 
they open to him ; he lees plainly a new 
beauty in virtue, and a new deformity in 
vice, which he had never taken notice of 
before, and is commonly fo delighted with 
the difcov tv , that lie feld-om takes time to 
refledt, that this political view, having never 
occurred to him in his life before, cannot 
jpofiibly be the ground of that approbation 
and dilap probation wich w'hich he has always 
been accuftomed to conftder thofe different 
qualities,

. When
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--'"^When thofe authors, on the other hand, 
deduce from fell-love the intereft which we 
take in the welfare of fociety, and the eiteem 
which upon that account we bellow upon 
virtue, they do not mean, that when we in 
this age applaud the virtue of Cato, and de- 
teft the villainy of Catiline, our fentiments 
are influenced by the notion of any benefit 
we receive from the one or o f any detriment 
we fuffer from the other. It was not becaufe 
the profpcrity or fubverfion of focietv, in thofe 
remote ages and nations, was apprehended to 
have any influence upon our happinefs or 
mifcry in the prelent times; that according 
to thofe philoibphers, we efteemed the vir­
tuous, and blamed the diforderly character.
They never imagined that our fentiments 
were influenced by any benefit or damage 
which we luppofed adtually to redound to us 
from either ; but by that which might have 
redounded to 11s, had we lived in thoie difnmt 
ages and countries ; or by that which might 
ftill redound to us, if  in our own times we 
fhouid meet with characters of the fame 
hind. The idea, in Ihort, which thofe 
authors were groping about, but which they 
were never able to unfold diflinctly, was 
that indirect fympathy which we feel with

the
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v^T lpr gratitude or refentment o f thofe who re­
ceived the benefit or fufiFered the damage re- 
fulting from fuch oppofite charadters : and it 
was this which they were indiftinftly point­
ing at, when they faid, that it was not the 
thought of what we had gainecf or fuffered 
which prompted our applaufe or indignation, 
but the conception or imagination of what 
we might gain or luffer if  we were to aft in 
fociety with fuch aflociates.

Sympathy, however, cannot, in any fenfe, 
be regarded as a felfifii principle. When i  
fympathize with your forrow or your indig­
nation, it rnay be pretended, indeed, that my 
emotion is founded in felf-love, becaufe it 
aiifes from bringing your cafe home to my- 
felf, from putting myi'elf in your fituation, 
and thence conceiving what I (hould feel in 
the like circumftances. But tho’ fympathy 
is very properly faid to arife from an imagi­
nary change o f fituatioiis with the perfon 
principally concerned, yet this imaginary 
change is not fuppefed to happen to me in 
my own perfon and character, but in that of 
the perfon with whom I fympathize. When 
I condole wi h you for the lofs o f your only 
fon, in order to enter into your grief I do 
not confider what J ,  a perfon of fuch a cha-

rafter
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racier and profefficn, fhould fuffer, if I had 
a fon, and if that fon was unfortunately to 
the, but 1 consider what I ihyuld fuffer if I 
was really you, and I not only change cir- 
citmftanccs with you, but I change perfons 
and characters. M y grief, therefore, is en­
tirely upon your account, and not in the lead 
upon my own. It is not, therefore, in the 
lead felfifh. How can that be regarded as a 
felfifh paffion which does not atife evert from 
the imagination of any thing that has befallen 
or that relates to myfclf in my own proper 
perfon and character, but which is entirely 
occupied about what relates to you. A man 
may fympathize with a woman in child-bed ; 
though it is impofllble that he fhould con­
ceive hithfelf as differing her pains in hit own 
proper perfon, and character. That whole 
account of hurnn ; nature, however, whidh 
deduces all lentiments and affections from 
felf-love, which has made fo much noiie in 
the world, but which, fo far as I know, has 
never yet been fully and diftindlly explained, 
feems to ihe to have arilen from !■ nc cou- 
fufed mifapprehenfior of the IVAtm of fym- 
pa thy.

K. k C H A P .
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C H  A  P. II.

Of tbofe fyflems which make reafon the prin­
ciple of approbation.

I T  is well known to have been the doc­
trine of Mr. Hobbs, that a ftate of nature, 

is a (late of war ; and that antecedent to the 
imlitution of civil government there could be 
no fafe or peaceable fociety among men. T o  
preferve fociety, therefore, according to him, 
v as to fupport civil government, and to dif- 
troy civil government was the lame thing as 
to put an end to fociety. But the exiftence 
of civil government depends upon the obe­
dience that is paid to thefupreme magiftrate.
The moment he lofes Iris authority, all go­
vernment is at an end. As felf-prefer vat ion, 
therefore, teaches men to applaud whatever 
tends to promote the welfare of fociety, and 
to blame whatever is likely to hurt i t ; lo the 
fame principle, if  they would think and fpeak 
confidently, ought to teach them to applaud 
upon all occafions obcdic nee to the civil ma­
gi (irate, and to blame all difobedience and re­

bellion.

' n
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hellion. The very ideas o f laudable and
blameabie, ought to be the fame with thofe
of obedience arid difobedience. The laws
of the civil magiftrutt-, therefore, ought to
be regarded as the fble ultimate ftandards of
what was juft and unjuft, o f what was fight
and wrong.

It was the avowed intention of Mr. Plobbs,, 
by propagating thefe notions, to fubjedt the 
confciences of men immediately to the civil, 
and not to the ecclefiaftical powers, tvhol£ 
turbulence and ambition, he had been taught, 
by the example of his own times, to regard 
as the principal fource o f the diforders o f 
friciety. His dodtrine, upon this account* 
was peculiarly offbnlive to Theologians, who 
accordingly did not fail to vent their ind'gna* 
tion againft him with great afperity and 
bitterncfs, It was likewife oftcnlive to all 
found moralifts, as it fuppofed that there was 
no natural diftind’on between right and 
wrong, that thefe were rim table and change­
able and depended upon the meer arbitrary 
will of the fclvli magfftratt This" account 
o f things, therefore, was attacked from all 
quarters and by all forts of weapons, by fober 
reafon as well as by furious declamation,

K  k 2 In
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order to confute fo odious a dodtrine it 

was neceffary to prove, that antecedent to all 
law or positive inditution, the mind was na­
turally indowed with a faculty by which it 
didinguifhed in certain adtions and affections 
the qualities of right, laudable and virtuous, 
and in others thofe of wrong, blameable and 
vitious.

Law, it was juflly obferved by Dr. Cud- 
worth a , could not be the original fource 
o f thofe didinctions; fince upon the fuppofi- 
tion of fuch a law, it mud either be right tp 
obey it, and wrong to difobey it, or indiffe­
rent whether we obeyed it, or difobeyed it.
That, law which it was indifferent whether 
we.obeyed or difobeyed, could not, it was 
evident, be the fource o f thofe didindtions; 
neither could that which it was right to obey 
and wrong to difobey, fince even this dill 
fuppofed the antecedent notions or ideas of 
right and wrong, and that obedience to the 
law was conformable to the idea of right, 
and difpbedience to that of wrong.

Since the mind, therefore, had a notion of 
thofe djdindlions antecedent to all law, it 
feemed neccdarily to follow, that it derived

3 Immutable moraliry, 1. I.
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this notion from reafon, which pointed o,?t 
the difference between right and wrong, in 
the fame manner in which it did that between 
truth and falsehood: and this conclufion,
which tho’ true in fome refpedts, is rather 
hafly in others, was more eatily received at 
a time when the abftradt fcience of human 
nature was but in its infancy,\ and before the 
diftindt offices and powers of the different fa­
culties of the human mind had been carefully 
examined and diftinguifhed from one another. 
When this controverfy with Mr. Hobbs was 
carried on with the greateft warmth and 
keennefs, no other faculty had been thought 
of from which any fuch ideas could pohibly 
be fuppofed to arile. It became at this time* 
therefore, the popular dodtrine, that the 
effence of virtue and vice did not C' ntiit in 
the conformity or difagreement of human 
adlions with the law of a lupeiior, but in 
their conformity or difagreement with reafon, 
which was thus conhdered as the origin::' 
fource and principle of approbation and dil- 
approbation.

That virtue conlilts in conformity to rea- 
fon ir. true in fo m e refpedls, and this faculty 
may very juftly be conhdered, as in fome 
fenle* the foutce and principle of approbation 

K  k 3 and
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V^^^^/ciifapprobation, and of all folid judgments^ 
xdncei ning right and wrong. It is by reafon 
that we difcover thofe general rules of iuffice 
by which we ought to regulate our addons : 
and it is by the lame faculty that we form 
thofe more '/ague and indeterminate ideas o f 
what is prudent, of what is decent, o f what 
is generous or noble, which we carry con- 
ftantly about with us, and according to which 
we endeavour, as well as we can, to model 
the tenor or our condubh The general 
maxims o f morality are formed, like all other 
general maxims, from experience and induc­
tion. W e obferve in a great variety o f par­
ticular cafe8 what pleafes or difplcales our 
m ral faculties, what thefe approve or difip- 
pro'-e of, and? by induction from this expe* 
rence, we eftabiilh thofe general rules. But 
induction is always regarded p.s one o f the 
operations of reafon. From reafon, therefore, 
we are very properly laid to derive all thofe 
general maxims and ideas. It is by thefe, 
however, that wa regulate the greater part 
o! our moral judgments, which would he 
extremely uncertain and preparious if  they 
depencii/d altogether upon what is 1 able to lo 
.uiary variations as nediate lentiment and 
fecling? which the different ffates o f health 

. 3Jl4
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x^.afta humour are capable of altering fo ciien- 
tially. As our moft folid judgments, there­
fore, with regard to right and wrong are re­
gulated by maxims and ideas derived from an 
induction of reafon, virtue may very properly 
be faid to confift in a conformity to re; fan, 
and fo far this facultj may be confldered as 
the fource and principle of approbation and 
disapprobation.

But tho’ reafon is undoubtedly the fource of 
the general rules of morality, and of all the 
moral judgments which we form by means of 
them j it is altogether abfurd and unintelli­
gible to fuppofe that the fir ft perceptions of 
right gnd wrong can be derived from realon, 
even in thofe particular cafes upon the 1 xpe- 
rience of which the general rules are formed.
Thefe firft perceptions, as well as all other 
experiments upon which any general rules are 
founded, cannot be the object of reafon, but 
of immediate fenle and feeling. It is by find­
ing in a vaft variety of inftances that one 
tenor of conduct conftantly pleafes in a cer­
tain manner, and that another as conftantly 
dilpleafes the mind, that we form the general 
rules of morality, But realon cannot render 
any particular o b je d t  either agreeable or dif- 
agreeable to the mind for its own fake.

K k 4 Reafon
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\^TR.eaion may (how that this ohjedt is the means 
ofobtaining fome other w hich 'is naturally 
either pleading or difpleafing, and in this man­
ner may render it either agreeable or ciifagree- 
able for the fake of fomething elfe. But no­
thing can be agreeable or difagrecable for its ' 
own fake which is not rendered fuch by im­
mediate fen.fe and feeling. I f  virtue, there­
fore, in every particular in (lance, neceffariiy 
pleafes for its own lake, and if vice as cer­
tainly difpleafes the mind, it cannot be reafon, 
but immediate fenfe and feeling, which in this 
manner, reconciles us to the one, and alienates 
us from the other.

Pleafure and pain are the great objects of 
delire and averfion : but thcfe are diftinguifh- 
ed not by reafon but by immediate lcnfe and 
feeling. I f  virtue, therefore, is delircable for 
its own fake, and if vice is, in the larne man­
ner the objedl of averlion, it cannot be rea­
fon which originally didinguifhes thofe diffe* 
jr-nt qualities, but immediate fenfe and feel*» 
ing.

As reafon, however, in a certain fenfe, 
may jufiiy be confidered as the principle of 
approbation and difapprobation, thefe fenti- 
ments were thro’ inattention, long regarded 
as originally (lowing from the operations of

thia
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N*g§ra/faculty. Dr. Hutchefcn had the merit 

o f being the Arft who diftinguifhed with any 
degree o f precifion in what refpedt all moral 
diftindlions may be faid to arife from reafon, 
and in what refpedl they are founded upon 
immediate fenfe and feeling. In his illuftra- 
tions upon the moral fenfe he has explained 
this fo fully, and, in my opinion, fo unan- 
fwerably that, i f  any controverfy is dill kept 
up about this fubjedt, I  can impute it to no­
thing, but either to inattention to what that 
gentleman has written, or to a fuperftitious 
attachment for certain forms o f expreffion, 
a weaknefs not very uncommon among the 
learned, efpecially in fubjedts fo deeply inter- 
oiling as the prefent, in which a man -f virtue 
is often loath to abandon, even the propriety 
o f a Angle phrafe which he has been accu.- 
tomed to.

C  H A P ;



C H  A  P. III.

O f thofe fyftems which make fentimcnt the 
principle o f approbation.

T H O S E  fyftems which make fentimcnt 
the principle of approbation may be 

divided into two different claffes.
I. According to fome the principle of ap­

probation is founded upon a fentiment of a 
peculiar nature, upon a particular power of 
perception exerted by the mind at the view of 
certain actions or affedtions ; fofne of which 
affecting this faculty in an agreeable and 
others in a difagreeable manner, the firft are 
ftampt with thechara&ers of right, laudable, 
and virtuous ; the laft with thofe of wrong, 
blameable anti vitious. This fentiment be­
ing of a peculiar nature diftindt from every 
other, and the effect of a particular power of 
perception, they give it a particular name, 
dnd' call it. a moral fenfe.

II. According to others, in c rder to ac­
count for the principle of approbation, there 
is no occafion for fuppofing any new power 
of perception which had never been heard of

before ;
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before : nature, they imagine, a£ts here, as 
in all other cafes, with the ftridteft ceconomy, 
and produces a multitude o f effet5b  from one 
and the fame caufe 5 and fympathy, a power 
which has always been taken notice of, and 
with which the mind is manifeftly endowed, 
is, they think, fufficient to account for all the 
tffc&s alcribed to this peculiar faculty.

I. Dr. Hutchefon * had been at great pains 
to prove that the principle of approbation 
was not founded on felf-love. He had de~ 
monftrated too that it could not arife from 
any operation of reafon. Nothing remained, 
he thought, but to fuppofe it a faculty of a 
peculiar kind, with which nature had endow­
ed the human mind, in order to produce this 
one particular and important effedl. When, 
felf-love and reafon were both excluded, it 
did not occur to him that there was any other 
known faculty o f the mind which could in 
any refpedt anfwer this purpofe.

This new power of perception he called a 
moral fenfe, and fuppoied it to be fomewhat 
analogous to the external fenfes. As the 
bodies around us by affecting thele in a cer­
tain manner appear to pofiefs the different 
qualities of found, tafte, odour, colour -t 10

8 Enquiry concerning virtue.
the
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tire various affedfions o f the human mind by 
touching this particular faculty in a certain 
manner, appear to pofiefs the different qua­
lities of amiable and odious, of virtuous and 
vitious, of right and wrong.

The various fenfes or powers of percep­
tion % from which the human mind derives 
all its fun pie ideas, were, according to tins 
Jfyflcm, of two different kinds, of which the , 
one were called the diredt or antecedent, the 
other the reflex or consequent fenfes. The 
diredfc fenfe.- were thofe faculties from which 
the mind derived the perception of fuch 
fpecies of things as did not prefuppofe the 
antecedent perception of any other. Thus 
found: and colours were objedts of the diredt 
feints. To hear a found or to fee a color,.. 
clues rot prefuppe-fc the antecedent perception 
of any other quality or object. The reflex 
or confcqoenft fenfes, on the other hand, 
were thofe faculties from which the mind de­
rived the perception of fuch fpecits of things 

pn.'hppofed the antecedent pe v. .lion of 
feme other. Thus haimony and beauty were 
objedts of the reflex ienfes. In order to per­
ceive the harmony of a found, or the beauty 
of a colour, we muft fir(l perceive the found

* Tic*'.ile of the j.
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fidered as a faculty of this kind. That'fa­
culty, which Mr. Locke calk; refle&ion, and 
from which he derived the Ample ideas of 
the different pafiions and emotions of the - 
human mind, was, according to Dr. Hutche- 
fon, a direct internal fenfe. That faculty 
again by which we perceived "the beauty or 
deformuv, the virtue or vice of thofe dif­
ferent paffions and emotions was a reflex in­
ternal fenfe.

Dr. Hutchefop endeavoured, ffill further to 
flip port this dodtrine, by fhewing that it was 
agreeable to the analogy nature, and that 
the mind was endowed with r. variety of 
other reflex fenfes exaclly fimilar to the moral * 
fenfe, fuch as a fenfe ot beauty and deform 
ity in external objects ; a public lenfc by 
which we fympathize with the happinefs or 
n tilery o f our fellow-creature: • a fenfe o f 
fl ame and honour, and a fenfe of ridicule.

But notwithflanding all the pains which 
this ingenious philofopher has taken to 
prove that the principle o f approbation is 
founded in. a peculiar power o f perception, 
fome.what analogous to the .external low  
fes, there are fame confequenccs, whuh he 

. acknowledges to follow from this doctrine,
that

5 ^ 7
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will, perhaps, be regarded by many as a 
fufficient confutation of it. The qualities, 
lie allows ', which belong to the objefts of 
any fenfe cannot without the greateft abfur- 
dity be afcribed to the fenfe itfelf. Who­
ever thought of calling the fenfe of feeing 
black or white, the fenfe of hearing loud or 
low, or the fenfe of tailing fweet or bitter ? 
and, according to him, it is equally abfurd 
to call our moral faculties virtuous or vicious, 
morally good or evil. Thefe qualities belong 
to the obje&s of thole faculties, not to the 
faculties themfclves. I f  any man, therefore, 
was fo abfurdly conllituted as to approve of 
cruelty and injullice as the higheft virtues, 
and to difapprove of equity and humanity as 
the moll pitiful vices, fuch a conflitution of 
mind might indeed be regarded as inconveni­
ent both to the individual and to the Ibciety, 
and likewife as llrange, furprifing and un­
natural in itff • but it could not, without 
the greateft abfurdity, be denominated vi­
cious or morally evil.

Yet furely if we law any man fhouting with 
admiration and applaufe at a barbarous and 
unmerited execution, which feme infolent ty-

,  * 11^"trations Ui.ou the moral fafc. SsS. t. p.-i-m 2 ct 
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; ranthad ordered, wefiiould not think we were k ^  J  

"^guilty of any great abfurdity in denominating 
this behaviour vicious and morally evil in the 
high eft degree, tho’ it exprelled nothing but 
depraved moral faculties, or- an abfurd appro­
bation of this horrid action, as of what was 
noble, magnanimous and great. Our heart,
I imagine, at the fight of fuch a fpectator, 
would forget lor a while its fympathy with 
the fufferc-r, and feel nothing but horror and 
detefiation, at the thought of fo execrable a 
wretch. W e fhould abominate him even 
more than the tyrant who might be goaded 
on by the ftrong paftions o f jealpuly. fear and 
refentment, and upon that account be mqre 
excufible- But the ntiments of the fpec­
tator would appear altogether without cattle 
or motive, and therefore moft perfectly and 
complcatiy deteftable. There is no perver- 
-fion of fentiment or affection which our heart 
would be more averfe to enter into, or udfich 
it would reject with greater hatred and indig­
nation than one of this kind, and fo far from 
regarding fuch a conftitution of mind as being 
xneeily fomething ft range or inconvenient, and 
nut in any refpect vitious 01 morally evil, we

lliould
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'hh; ihouki rather confider it as the very laft -aid 

mdft dreadful Page of moral depravity.
Correct moral fentiments, on the contrary- 

naturally appear in fome degree laudable and 
morally good. The man whofe. cenfurc and 
applaufe are upon all occafions fuiteo with the 
greateft accuracy to the value or unworrhinefs 
of the object, fee nib to deferve a degree even 
o f moral approbation. We admire the de­
licate precifion of his moral fenti: . nts: they 
lead our own judgments, and upon account ot 
their uncommon and furprizing jullnefs, they 
even excite our wonder and applaufe. W e 
cannot indeed be always fure that the conduct 
ot fuch a perfon would he in any rcipect 
co;. cfpondent to the precision and accuracy 
ot his judgments concerning the conduct of 
others. Vir ae requires habit and refclution 
ot mind, as well as delicacy of fentiment, and 
unfortunately the former qualities are fome- 
times wanting, where the latter is in the great- 
eft perfection. This difpofition of mind, 
however, tho’ it may fometimes be attended 
with imperfections is incompatible with any 
thing that is grofly criminal, and is the hap- 
gxft foundation upon which the fuperihuc- 
ture of perfect virtue can be built. There 
are many men who mean very well and fc f-

oufly
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6ufly propofe to do what they think their duty, 
who notwithftanding are difagreeable on ac­
count of the coarfenefs of their moral fenti- 
ments.

It may be laid perhaps that tho’ the prin­
ciple of approbation is not founded upon any 
power of perception that is in any refpeCt an­
alogous to the external lenfes, it may ftili be 
founded upon a peculiar fentiment which an- 
fwers this one particular purpofe and no other. 
Approbation and difapprobation, it may be 
pretended, are certain feelings or emotions 
which arife in the mind upon the view of 
different characters and actions; and as re- 
fentment might be called a ienfe of injuries, 
or gratitude a fenfe of benefits, fo thefe may 
very properly receive the name of a fenfe of 
right and wrong, or of a moral fenfe.

But this account o f things, tho’ it may not 
be liable io the fame objections with thefore- 
goirrg, is cxpoled to others which are equally 
unanfwerable.

Firft of all, whatever variations any par­
ticular emotion may undergo, it ftill preferves 
the general features which dillinguifh it to be 
an emotion of iuch a kind, and thefe general 
features are always mca ftrihing and remark­
able than any variation which it may undergo

L I  ' in
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' " — in particular cafes. Thus anger is an emo­

tion of a particular kind : and accordingly its
general features are always more diftinguiftr 
able than all the variations it undergoes in 
particular cafes. Anger again ft a man, is, 
no doubt, fomewhat different from anger 
a^ainft a woman, and that again fonr anger 
again ft a child. In each of thole three cafes, 
the general paffion of anger receives a diffe­
rent modification from the particular cllarac- 
ter of its object, as may eafily be ohlerved 
by the attentive. But ftill the general fea­
tures of the paffion predominate in all thefe 
cafes. To diftinguifii thefe, requires no nice 
observation : a very delicate attention, on the 
contrary, is neceffiry to difeever their v.i nati­
ons: every body takes notice oi .he former ; 
fcarce any body obferves the latter. If ap­
probation and disapprobation, therefore, were, 
like gratitude, and refentment, emotions of a 
particular kind, diftincl from every other, we 
fhould expe£t that in all the variations which 
either of them might undergo, it would ftill 
retain the general f atures which mark it to 
be an emotion of fuch a particular kind, 
clear, plain and eafily diftinguifhable. But 
in faft it happens quite ctherwife. B we
attend to what we really feci when uy on dif­

ferent
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prove, we (hall find that our emotion in one 
cafe is often totally different from that in an­
other, and that no common features can pof- 
fibly be difcovered between them. Thus the 
approbation with which we view a tender, 
delicate and humane femiment, is quite dif­
ferent from that with which we are ftruck 
by one that appears great, daring and mag­
nanimous. Our approbation or both may 
upon different occafiom be perfect and intire; 
but v e are foftened by the one, and we are 
elevated by the other, and there is no fort of 
rek .nblanee between the emotions which 
they excite in us. But, according to that 
fyftem which I have been endeavouring to 
eftablifh, this muff neceffarily be the cafe.
As the emotions of the perfon whom we ap­
prove of are quite op ofite to one another 
and as our approbation arifes from fympathy 
with thofe p police emotions, what we feel 
upon the one occafion, can have no fort of 
refemblance to what we feel upon the other.
But this could not happen if approbation 
con lifted in a peculiar emotion which had no­
thing in common with the fentiments we ap­
proved of,but which arofe at the view of thole 
lentimencs, like unv other paflk n at the view 

L  I 2 of
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proper objedh The fame thing hoids 

true with regard to difapprobation. Our hor­
ror for cruelty has no fort of refemblance to 
our contempt for mean-fpiritednefs, It is 
quite a different fpecies of difcord which we 
feel at the view of thofe tv. o different vices, 
between our own minds and thofe of the 
perfon whole fentime&ts and behaviour we 
confider.

Secondly. I have alread}  ̂ obferved, that 
not only the different patlions or affections of 
the human mind that are approved or difap- 
proved of, appear morally good or evil, b..t 
that proper and improper approbation appear 
to our natural fentiments to be ftampt with 
the fame characters. I would afk, therefore, 
how it is, that, according to this fyfbrh, we 
approve or difapprove of proper or improper 
approbation. To this queftion, I imagine 
there is but one reafonable anfwcr, which 
can poiTibly be given. It mult be faid that 
when the approbation with which our neigh­
bour regards the conduct of a third perfon 
coincides with our own, v e a "prove of his 
approbation and confider it as in fome mea- 
fure morally good, and that on the cc trary 
when it does not coincide with our own fen­
timents, we difapprove of it, and confider it

as
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as in fome meafure morally evil. It muft be 
allowed, therefore, that, at lead: in this one 
cafe, the coincidence or oppofition o f fenti- 
ments between the obferver and the perfon 
obferved, conftitutes moral approbation or 
difapprobation. And if it does fo in this one 
cafe, I would afk, why not in every oth‘ r ? 
or to what purpofe imagine a new power of 
perception in order to account for thole fenti- 
ments ?

Againft every account of the principle of 
approbation which makes it depend upon a 
peculiar fentiment diftind from every other,
1  would o b jed } that it is ftrange that this fen­
timent, which providence undoubtedly in­
tended to be the governing principle o f hu­
man nature, Ihould hitherto have been fo 
little taken notice of, as not to have got a 
name in any language. The word moral 
fenfe is of very late formation, and cannot 
yet be confidered as making part of the En­
glish tongue, The word approbation has hut 
within thefe few years been appropriated to 
denote peculiarly any thing of this kind. In 
propriety of language we approve o f what­
ever is entirely to om latisfadion, of the form 
of a building, of the contrivance of a ma­
chine, of the flavour o f a dilh of meat. The

L  1 3 word
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x^.^a^rd  conference does not immediately denote 
any moral faculty by which we approve or 
difapprove. Confcience fuppofes, indeed, the 
exigence of l'ome fuch faculty, and properly 
fignifies our confcioufnefs of having adted 
agreeably or contrary to its directions. When 
love, hatred, jov, forrow, gratitude, refent- 
ment, with fo many other puffions which are 
all fuppofed to be the fubiedts of this prin 
ciple, have made themlelves confiderable 
enough to get titles to know them by, is it 
not furprizir.g that the iovereign of them all 
fliould hitherto have been o little heeded, 
that, a few philofophers excepted, no body has 
yet thought it worth while to bedew a name 
upon it.

When we approve of any character or ac­
tion, the fentimentfi which we feel, are, ac­
cording to the foregoing fyflem, derived from 
four fmrees, which are in fome rdpedis dif­
ferent from one another. Fii ft, v. e fympa- 
thize wdh the motive'-, of the agent; fecond- 
ly, we enter into the gratitude of thofe who 
receive the benefit of his actions5 thirdly, 
wc obferve that his condudt has been agree­
able to the general rules by which thole two 
fympathies generally adt; and, laft of all, 
when we confider fuch adtions as making a

i Part
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part of a fyftem of behaviour which tends to 
promote the happinels either of the individual 
or of the fociety, they appear to derive a 
beauty from this utility , not unlike that which 
we afcribe to any well contrived machine. 
After deducting, in any one particular cale, all 
that mu ft be acknowledged to proceed from 
fome one or other ol thefe four principles, I 
fhould be glad to know what remains, and I  
fhall freely allow this overplus to be aieribed 
to a moral fenfe, or to any other peculiar fa­
culty, provided any body will afeertain pre- 
cileiy what this overplus is. It might be ex- 
pedted, perhaps, that if there was any fuch 
peculiar principle* fuch as this moral fenfe ;s 
fuppofed to be, we fliould feel it, in fome par­
ticular cafes, feparated and detached from 
every ether, as we often fee! joy, fo; row, 
hope and fear, pure and unmixed with any 
other emotion. This however, I imagine, 
cannot even be pretended. I have never 
heard any inftance alledged in which this 
piinciple could he laid to exert itfelf alone and 
unmixed with fympathy or antipathy, with 
gratitude or relentment, with the perception 
of the agreement or dif'greement of any ac­
tion to an eltablifhed rule, or lafl of all with

L  1 4 that

/sS#*- ' G°Î X
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that genet al tafte for beauty and order which 
is excited bj, inanimated as well as by animat­
ed objects.

ii . There is another fyltem which attempts 
to account for the origin of our moral Senti­
ments from Sympathy, diftinft from that 
■ which I have been endeavouring to efhblifh.
It is that which places virtue in utility, and 
accounts for the pleafure with which the fpec- 
tator furveys the utility of any quality from 
fympathy with the happinefs of thofe who 
are affecled by it. This fympathy is different 
both from that by which we enter into the 
mctives of tin; agent, and from that by which 
we go along with the gratitude of the per- 
fons who are benefited by his adtions. It is 
the fame principle with that by which we 
approve d t  a well contrived machine. But 
no machine can be the objedl of either of 
thofe two lad mentioned i'ympathies. I have 
already, in the iounh part of this difeourfe 
givm fome account of this fyftem. 1

S E C  T .
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S E C T I O N  IV .

O f the manner in which different authors 
have treated of the practical rules of 
morality.

IT  was obferved in the third part of this 
difcourfc, that the rules of juftice are 

the only rules of morality which are precife 
and accurate ; that thofe of all the other vir­
tues are loofe, vague, and indeterminate j 
that the firft may be compared to the rules 
of grammar; the others to thofe which 
critics lay down for the attainment of what 
is- fublime and elegant in composition, and 
which prefent us rather with a general idea 
of the perfection we ought to aim at than 
afford us any certain and infallible directions 
for acquiring it.

As the different rules of morality admit 
fuch different degrees o f accuracy, thole 
authors who have endeavoured to collect and 
digefl them into fyftems have- done it in t\v o 
different manners, and one fet has followed 
through the whole that loofe method to which 
they were naturally directed by the confidera-

tion



one fpecies of virtues; while another 
has as univerfallv endeavoured to introduce into 
their precepts that fort of accuracy of which 
only fome of them are fufceptible. The firll 
have wrote like critics, the fecond like gram­
marians.

I. The firft, among whom we may count 
all the antient moral ills, have contented them- 
felves with defcribing in a general manner 
the different vices and virtues, and with point­
ing out the deformity and mifery of the one 
difpofition as well as the propriety and hap- 
pinefs of the other, but. have not affedted to 
lay down many precife rules that are to hold 
good unexceptionably in all particular cafes.
They have only endeavoured to afeertain, as 
far as language is capable of afeertaining, firft, 
wherein conlifts the fentiment of the heart, 
upon which each particular virtue is found­
ed, what fort of internal feeling or emotion 
it is which conftitutes the eflence of friend- 
fhip, of humanity, c f generality, of juftice, 
of magnanimity, and of all the other virtues 
as well as of the vices which are oppofed to 
them : and, iecondly, What is the general 
way of adting, the ordinary tone and tenor 
of condudl to which each of thofc Jentiments 
would direct us, or how it is that a friendly,

a generous
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/ <: a  generpus, a brave, a juft, and a humane 
man, would, upon ordinary occasions, chafe 

, to act.
T o  characterize the fentiment o f the heart, 

upon which each particular virtue is found­
ed, tho’ it requires both a delicate and an ae 
curate pencil, is a talk, however, which may . 
be executed with fome degree o f exaetnefs.
It is impoffible, indeed, to exprefs all the 
variations which each fentiment either does 
or ought to undergo, according to every 
poliiole variation of circumftances. They 
arc mdlefs, and language wants names to 
mark them by. The fentiment of friend- 
ihip, for example, which we feci for an old 
man is different from that which wc feel fci 
a yoking : that which we entertain for an 
auftere man different from that which we 
feel for one of fofter and gentler manners : 
and that again from what we feel for one of 
gay vivacity and fpirit. The friendfhip which 
we conceive for a man is different from that 
with which a woman affects us, even where 
there is no mixture of any grofler palfion.
Who could enumerate and afeertain theft 
and all the other infinite varieties which tins 
fentiment is capable of undergoing? but ftill 
the general fentiment o f friendfliip and 'a-

miliar
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^ u j^ ia r  attachment, that is common to them 
all, may be afcertained with a fnfficient de­
gree o f accuracy. The picture that is drawn 
of it, iho: it will always be in many refpects 
incompleat, may, however, have fuch a re- 
femblance as to make us know the original 
when we meet with it, and even diftinguifh 
it from other fentiments to winch it has a 
confiderable refemblance, fuch as good-will, 
refpect, efteem, admiration.

T o  defcribe, in a general manner, what is 
the ordinary way of acting to which each 
virtue would prompt ns, is hill more eafy. It 
is indeed fcarce poffible to defcribe the in­
ternal fentiment or emotioh upon which it is 
founded without doing fomething of this kind.
It is impodiblc by lan ̂ uage to exprefs, if I may 
fay fo, the invifible features of ail the dif­
ferent; modifications of pafiioo as they (how 
themfelves within. There is no other way 
of marking and diftinguifhing them from one 
another, but by defcribing the effects which 
they produce without, the alterations which 
they occafion in the countenance, in the air 
and external behaviour, the refolittions they 
f  geft, the actions they prompt to. It is 
thus that Cicero, in the firft book of his 
offices, endeavours to direct us to the practice 
of the four cardinal virtues, and that Ari-

ftotle
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, ,.: kftotle in the prac.xal parts of his ethics, points 
out to us the difFetent habits by which he" 
would have us regulate our behaviour, fuch 
as liberality, magnificence, magnanimity, and 
even jocularity and good humour, qualities, 
which that indulgent philolopher has thought 
worthy of a place in the catalogue of "he 
virtues, tho’ the lightnefs of that approbation 
which we naturally befiow.upon them, fhould 
not feem to entitle them to fo venerable a 
name.

Such works prefent us with agreeable and 
lively pidures of manners. By the vivacity 
of their deferiptions they inflame our natural 
love of virtue, and increafe our r jhorrence 
of vice: by the juft nets as well as delicacy 
of their obfervations they may often help 
both to coned and to afceitain our natural 
fennments with regard to the propriety of 
conduct, and luggefling many nice and de­
licate attentions, form us to a more exad 
juftnefs of behaviour, than what, without 
fuch inflruction, we fhould have been apt to 
think of. In treating of the rules of mo­
rality, in this manner, confifts the fcience 
which is properly called ethics, a fcience,
Which tho’ like oriticifm, it does not admit 
of the mofl accurate precifion, is, however1, 
doth 'highly ufefbl and agreeable1. ' It is of

all
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Y;hy all others the moft fufeeptible of the embel- ^  
lifhraents of eloquence, and by means of 
them of beftowing, i f  that be pofilble, a 
new importance upon the fmalleft rules of 
duty. Its precepts when thus drefted and 
adorned are capable of producing upon the 
fl xibility of youth the nobleft and moft lad­
ing impreffions, and as they fall in with the 
natural magnanimity of that generous age, 
they are able to infpire, for a time at lea ft, 
the moft heroic refolutions, and thus tend 
both to eftablifti and confirm the bell and 
moft ufeful habits of v,hich the mind c f  
man is fufeeptible. Whatever precept and 
exhortation can do to animate us to the prac­
tice of virtue, is clone by this fcience de­
livered in this manner.

II. The fecond fet of moralifts, among 
whom we may count all the caluifts of the 
middl e ai d latter age: of the chriftian church 
as well as all thofe who in this and in the 
preeeeding century have treated of what is 
call natural jurifprndence, do not content 
thvmfelvt: with characterizing in this gene- 
i , 1 manner that tenor of conduct which they 
would recommend to us, but endeavour to 
lay down exact and pitch:- rules for the di­
rection of every circumftance of our beha­
viour. As juftice is the only virtue with re­

gard
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be given •, it is this virtue, that has chiefly 
fallen under the confederation ot thofe tv.’ o 
different fets of writers*. They treat of it, 
.however, in a very different manner.

Thofe who write upon the principles of 
jurisprudence confider only what the perfon 
to whom the obligation is due ought to think 
himfelf entitled to exadt.by force, what every 
impartial fpe&ator would approve of him for 
exacting, or what a judge or arbiter to whom 
he had fubmitted his cafe, and who had un­
dertaken to do him juftice, ought to oblige 
the other perfon to fuifer or to perform. The 
cafuifls on the other hand do not fo much 
examine what it is that might pc perly he 
exacted by force, as what it is that the per­
fon who owes the Obligation ought to think 
himfelf bound to perform from the moft fa- 
cred and fcrupulous regard to the gene/?.’* 
rules of juftice, and from the mofl confcien- 
tious dread, either of wronging his neighbour, 
or of violating the integrity of his ow n cha­
racter. It is the end of jurifprudence to pre- 
feribe rules for the decilions of judges and 
arbiters. It is the end of enfuiftry to preienbe 
rules for the conduct of a good man. %  
obferving all the riles of iuriiprudcnce, fupr

pofing
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them ever fo perfect, we fhould deferve 
nothing but to be free from external punifh- 
ment. By obferving thofe of cafuiftry, fup- 
pofing them fuch as they ought to be, we 
fhould be entided to confiderable praife by 
the exatt and fcrupulous delicacy of our be­
haviour.

It may frequently happen that a good man 
ougftt to think himfelf bound, from a facred 
and confcientious regard to the general rules 
of jultice, to perform many things which it 
would be the higheft injuftice to extort from 
him, or for any judge or arbiter to impofe up­
on him by force. To give a trite example; 
a high way-man, by the lear of death, ob­
liges a traveller to promife him a certain fum 
of money. Whether fuch a promife, extort­
ed in this manner by unjuft force, ought to 
be regarded as obligatory, is a queftion that 
has been very much debated.

If we confider it mecrly as a queftion of 
jurifpmdence, the decifi'on can admit of no 
doubt. It would be abfurd to fuppofc that - 
the highway-man can be entitled to ufe force 
to con ft rain the other to perform. T o  ex­
tort the promife was a crime that deferved the 
higheil punifhment, and to extort the per­
formance would only be adding new crime

to
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A to;the former. J le can complain c no n:ju­

ry who has only been deceived by the perfon 
by whom he might juftly have been killed. 
To fqppofe that a judge ought to enforce the 
obligation of fuch promifes, or that the ma- 
giftrate ought to allow them to fuftain addon at 
law, would be the moll ridiculous of all : : - 
furdities. I f  we confider this queftion, there­
fore, as a queftion of jurifprudence we can 
be at no lols about the decifion.

But if we confider it as a queftion of eafu- 
iftry, it will not fee fo ealily determined# 
Whether a good man from a confcientious 
regard to that mod fucred rule of juft ice, 
which commands the obfervance o f all ieri- 
ous promifes, would not think himfelf bound 
to perform, is at leaft much more doubtful, 
That no regard is due to the difappointment 
of the wretch who brings him into this fitua- 
tion, that no injury is done to the robber, 
and confequently that nothing can be extorted 
by force, will admit of no fort of difputo 
But whether fome regard is not, in this cafe, 
due to his own dignity and honour, to the 
inviolable facrcdnefs of that part of his cha­
racter which makes him reverence the law 
of truth and abhor every thing that ap­
proaches to treachery and falfehood, may,

M  m perhaps,
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M - ■ .•T̂ erhapts, more reafonably be made a queftion. 
The cafuifts accordingly are greatly divided 
about it. One party, with whom we may 
count Cicero among the antients, among the 
model ns, PufFendorf, Barbeyrac his commen­
tator, and above all the late Dr. Hutchelon, 
one who in moft cafes was by no means a 
loofe cafuift, determine, without any heiita- 
tion, that no fort of regard is due to any fuch 
promife, and that to think otherwife is meer 
weaknefs and fuperftition, Another party, 
among whom we may reckon a fome of the 
antient fathers of the church, as well as fome 
very eminent modern cafuifts, have been ot 
another opinion, and have judged all fuch 
promifes obligatory.

I f  we c o n f id e r  the matter according to the 
common fentiments of mankind, w e  fliall 
find that fome regard w o u l d  be thought due 
even to a promife of this kind $ but that it 
vs impoffible to determine how much, by any 
g e n e r a l  rule that will apply to a ll cafes with­
o u t  exception. The man w h o  was q u it e  frank 
and eafy in making promiles of this kind, 
and vvhoviolated them with as little ceremony, 
we f l iQ u ld  not chufe f o r  o u r  friend and com-

-  St. Auguftine, la Placcttc.

panion’
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a highvvay-rnan five pounds and not perform 
would incur fome blame. It the fum pro- 
mifed, however, was very great, it might 
he more doubtful, what was proper to be 
done. I f  it was fuch, for example, that the 
payment of it would entirely ruin the lumilv 
of the promifer, if it was fo great as to be 
lufiicient for promoting the moil ufeful pur- 
poles, it would appear in fome meafure cri­
minal, at leaft extremely improper, to throw 
it, for the fake of a punctilio, into fuch worth­
less hands. The man who fhould beggar 
himfelf, or who fhould throw away a hun­
dred thoufand pounds, tho’ he could af­
ford that vaft fum, for the fake of obferv- 
ing luch a parole with a thief, would appear 
to the common fepfe of mankind abfurd and 
extravagant in the higheit degree. Such pro- 
fulion would feem inconfifient with his 
duty, with what he owed both to himfelf and 
others, and what, therefore, regard to a pre- 
mife extorted in this manner, could by no 
means authorize. To fix, however, by any 
precife rule, what degree of regard ought to 
be paid to it, or what might be the greeted; 
fum which could be due from it, is evident­
ly impofiible. This w ould vary according to

M m 2 the
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^ ^ ^ t lie  chara&ers of the perfons, according to 
their circumdances, according to the folem- 
nity of the promife, and even according to 
the incidents of the rencounter: and if the 
promifer had been treated with a great deal 
o f that fort of gallantry, which is fometime? 
to he met with in perfons of the mod; aban­
doned characters, more would feem due than 
upon cther occafions. It may be faid in ge­
neral, that exadt propriety requires the obfer- 
vance of all inch promifes, wherever it is not 
in confident with fome other duties that are 
more facred•, fuch as regard to the public 
tntereft, to thofe whom gratitude, whom 
natural affection, or whom the laws of proper 
beneficence fhould prompt us to provide for.
But, as was formerly taken notice of, we 
have no precife rules to determine what ex­
ternal actions arc due from a regard to iuch 
motives, nor, confequently, when it is that 
thole virtues are inconfiflent with the obfer- 
tance of fuch promifes.

It is to be obferved, however, that when­
ever fuch promifes are violated, tho’ for the 
mod neceffaiy reafons, it is always with fome 
degree of di {honour to the perfon who made 
them. After they are made, we may be con­
vinced of the impropriety of obferving them

But
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v-5:;-':^ut hill there is fome fault in having made 
them. It is at lead a departure from thehigheft 
and nobleft maxims o f magnanimity and ho­
nour. A  brave man ought to die, rather than 
make a promife which he can neither keep 
without folly nor violate without Ignominy.
For fome degree of ignominy always attends 
a fituation of this kind. Treachery and falfe- 
hood, are vices fo dangerous, fo dreadful, 
and at the fame time, fuch as may fo eafily, 
and, upon manyoccafions, fo fafely be indulg­
ed, that we are more jealous of them than of 
almoft any other. Our imagination there­
fore attaches the idea of fhame £0 all violati­
ons of faith, in every circumftance and in 
every fituation. They reiemble, in this refpedr, 
the violations of chaility in the fair fex, a 
virtue of which, for the like reafons, we are 
exceffively jealous 5 and our lcntiments are 
not more delicate with regard to the one, than 
with regard to the other. Breach of chafti- 
ty dishonoursirretriver.’ ly. No circumftances, 
no follicitation can exoufe i t ; no forrow, no 
repentance atone for it. W e are fo nice in 
this refpedf that even a rape dishonours, and 
the innocence of the mind cannot, in our 
imagination, wafh out the pollution of the 
body. It is the fame cafe with the violation

M m 3 of
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of faith, when it has been folemnly pledged, 
even to the mod worthlefs of mankind. F i­
delity is fo neceffary a virtue, that we appre­
hend ii in general to be due even to thofe to 
whom nothing elfe is due, and whom we 
think it lawful to kill and destroy. It is to 
no purpofe that the perfon who has been 
guilty of the breach of it, urges that he pro- 
mifed in order to have his life, and that he 
broke-his promife becaufe it was inconfiileni 
with forne other rcfpedfable duty to keep it. 
T h c fe  circiiiTifiances may alleviate, but can­
not entirely wipe out his diihonour. He ap­
pears to have been guilty of an adtion with 
which, in the imaginations of men, fome de­
gree of fhame is infeparably connected. He 
ha: broke a promife which he had folemnly 
a-; erred he would maintain ; and his charac­
ter, if not irretrievably flained and polluted, 
has at lead: a tidieule afhxed to it, which it 
will be very difficult entirely to efface j and 
no man, I imagine, who had gone thro’ an ad­
venture of this kind, would be fond of tellinw 
(the feory.

This inftance may ferve to fliow whercirj. 
conliffs the difference between cafuiftry, and 
juri (prudence, even when both of them con-

fider
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% g 2 ^ h e  obligations of the' general rules of

' Buttho’ this difference be real and effenti- 
nl, tho’ thole two fciences prOpofe quite dif­
ferent ends, the famenefs of the {abject has 
made fuch a fimilarity between them, that 
the greater part o f authors whofe profehed 
defi-n was to treat of jurifprudence, have 
determined the different questions they ex­
amine, fometimes according to the principles 
of that fcience, and fometimes according to 
thofe of cafuiftry, without diftinguilhmg and 
perhaps without being themfelves aware 
when they did the one, and when the other.

The dodtrine of the caluifts, however, is 
by no means confined to the confideration of 
what a confcientious regard to the general 
rules of juflicc, would demand ot us. It 
embraces many other parts of chnflian and 
moral duty. What feems principally to have 
rriven occafion to the cultivation of this fpecies 
of fcience was the cuflom of auricular con- 
feflion, introduced by the Roman Catholic fu- 
perdition, in times of birbarifrfl and igno­
rance By that inhibition, the mod lecrct 
actions, and even the thoughts of every pw- 
ib n ,  which could be fufpefted of recceding m 
the fmalleid degree from the rules of chniti-

M m 4
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an "p u r ity  were t;o be revealed to the confef- 
for. The confeffor informed his penitents 
whether, and in what refpedt they had vio­
lated their duty, and what pennance it be­
hooved them to undergo, before he could ab­
solve them in the name of the offended deity.

The confeioufnefs, or even the fufpicion of 
having done wrong, is a load upon every 
mind, and is accompanied with anxiety and 
terror in all thofe who are not hardened by 
long habits of iniquity. Men, in this, as in 
all other diftreffes, are naturally eager to dif- 
bur en themfelves of the oppreffion which 
they teel upon their thoughts, by unbofom- 
jng the agony of their mind to fame perfon 
whofe leci ecy and diferetion they can confide 
in. The fhame, which they fuder from this 
acknowledgment, is fully compenfated by 
that alleviation of their uneafinefs which the 
lympathy of their confident feldom fails to 
pccaiion. It relieves them to find that they 
are not altogether unworthy of regard, and 
;nat nowever their paft conduct may be cen- 
iured, their prelent difpofition is at lead: ap­
proved of, and is perhaps fufficient to com- 
penfate the other, at lead; to maintain them 
>n fomc degree of efteem with their friend. 
h  numerous and artfql clergy had, in thpf;

time§
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into the confidence of almoft every private 
family, They poflefled all the little learning 
which the times could afford, and their man­
ners, tlio’ in many refpeds rude and diior- 
derly, were poliflied and regular compared 
with thofe of the age they lived in. They 
were regarded, therefore, not only as the 
great diredors of all religious, but o f all mo­
ral duties. Their familiarity gave reputation 
to whoever was fo happy as to poffefs it, and 
every mark of their difapprobation damped 
the deepeft ignominy upon all who had the 
misfortune to fall under it. Being confi- 
dered as the great judges o f right and wrong, 
they were naturally confulted about all Tem­
ples that occurred, and it was reputable for 
any perfon to have it known that he made 
thofe holy men the confidents of all fuch 
icciets, and took no important or delicate^ 
fiep in his condud without their advice and 
approbation. It was not difficult for the 
clergy, therefore, to get it cflablifhed as a ge^ 
neral rule, that they fhould be entrufted with 
\vhat it had already become fafhionable to 
entruft them, and with what they generally 
WPifid have been entrusted, tho’ no fuch rule

had
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- ^w llto 'been eftablifibed. T o  qualify themlelvcsfor 
confefi'ors became thus a neceffary part of 
the ftudy of churchmen and divines, and they 
were thence led to collect what are ca^ed 
cafes o f confidence, nice and delicate fituations 
:n which it is hard to determine whereabouts 
the propriety of coildudt may lie. Such 
works, they imagined, might be of ufe both 
to the directors of confcicnces and to thofe 
"who w re to be directed ; anci hence the 
origin o f books of cafuiftry.

T he moral duties which fell under the 
confideration of the cafuifts were chiefly 
thofe which can, in fome meafure at leaft, be 
circumfcribed within general rules, and of 
which the violation is naturally attended 
with fome.degree of remorfe and feme dread 
of fuifering punilhmeut. rl  lie defign of 
that inftitution which gave occaflon to their 
works, was to.appe fe thofe terrors of con­
fcience which attend upon the infringement 
of fuch duties, But it is not every virtue of 
which the defect is accomi nied with any 
very fevere compunctions of this kind, and 
no man applies to his confefl'or tor abfolu- 
tion, becaufe he did not perform the molt 
generous, the mo A- friendly or the matt

rnagna-.
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magnanimous adlion which, in his circum. 
fiances, it was podible to perform. In fai­
lures of this kind, the rule that is violated is 
commonly not very determinate, and is ge­
nerally of fuch a nature too that thp’ the 
obfervance of it might entitle to honour and 
reward, the violation feems to expofe to no 
pofitive blame, cenfure or punifhment. The 
cxercife of fuch virtues the cafuifis feem to 
have regarded as a fort of works of fuperero- 
gation, which could not be very flridlly ex­
acted, and which it was, therefore, unneces­
sary for them to treat of.

The breaches of moral duty, therefore, 
which came before the tribunal of the con- 
feflpr, and upon that account fell under the 
cognizance of the cafuifis, were chiefly of 
three different kinds.

Firfl and principally breaches of the rules 
of juftice. The rules here are all exprefs 
and pofitive, and the violation of the. a is na­
turally attended with the confckmfncfs of dc- 
ferving, and the dread of fuffering, punilh- 
ment both from God and man.

Sec >ndly, breaches of the rules ofchaflity. 
Thefe in all groiTer inflances are real breaches 
pf the rules of juflice, and no perfon can be

guilty
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'>*:. .. guilty o f them without doing the moil un­

pardonable injury to fome other. In fmaller 
initances, when they amount only to a vio­
lation of thofe exadt decorums which ought 
to he obferved in the convention of the 
two fexes, they cannot indeed juftly be con- 
fidered as violations of the rules of juftice.
They are generally, however, violations of a 
pietty plain rule, and, at leaft in one of the 
i^xes, tend to bring ignominy upon the per- 
lon who has been guilty of them, and con- 
fequently to be attended in the fcrupulous
witn tome degree of lhame and contrition of 
mind.

Thirdly, breaches of the rules of veracity.
The violation o f truth, it is to be obferved'
,f- not aIways a breach of juflice, tho’ it is fo 
upon many occafions, and confequently can 
not always expofe to any external punifh- 
n)Cnt< The v*ce of common lying, tho’ a 
irK ^ miferable meannefs, may frequently do 
hurt to no perfon, and in this cafe no claim 
Of vengeance or fatisfaeflion can he due either 
to the perfons impofed upon or to others, 
i ’ut though the violation of truth is not al­
ways a b each of juftice, it is always a breach 
of a very plain rule, and what naturally tends

to
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Vv̂ !lj^ t o  cover with frame the perfon who has beea 

guilty of it. The great pleafure of conver- 
fation, and indeed of fociety, arifes from a 
certain correfpondence or fentiments and opi­
nions, from a certain harmony of minds, 
which like io many nautical inftruments co­
incide and keep time with one another. But 
this mod delightful harmony cannot be ob­
tained unlefs there is a free communication 
of fentiments and opinions. We all defire, 
upon this account, to feel how each other is 
aifeded, to penetrate into each others bofoms 
and to obferve the fentiments and aftedions 
which really fubfid there. The man who 
indulges us in this natural paflion, who in­
vites us into his heart, who, as it weie, ->e 1.i> 
open the gates of his bread to us, ieems to 
exercife a fpecies of hofpitality more delight­
ful than any other. No man, who is in or­
dinary good temper, can fail oi plead.ig if ho 
has the courage to utter his real fentiments 
as he feels them, and laecaufe he feus them.
It is this unreierved linearity which renders 
even the prattle of a child agreeable. How 
weak and imperfed foevet the views of the 
open-hearted, we take pleafure to enter into 
them, and endeavour, as much as we can,

to
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to bring down our own undemanding, to the 
level of their capacities, and to regard every 
fubjedt in the particular light in which they 
appear to have confidered it. This paffton 
to difeover the real fentiments of others is 
naturally fo ftrong, that it often degenerates 
into a troublefome and impertinent curiofity 
to pry into thofe fecrets of our neighbours 
which they have very juftifiable reaibns for 
concealing, and, upon many occafons, it re­
quires prudence and a ftrong fenfe of pro­
priety to govern this, as well as all the other 
paflions of human nature, and to reduce it 
to that pitch which any impartial fpectator 
can approve of. To difappoint this curiofity, 
however, when it is kept within proper 
bounds, and aims at nothing which there 
can be any juft reafon for concealing, is 
equally difagreeable in its turn. The man 
who eludes on: moft innocent queftions, who 
gives no fatisfadlion to our moft inoftenfive 
inquiries, who plainly wraps himfclf up in 
impenetrable obfeurity, feems, as it were, to 
buiid a wall about his bread. We run for­
ward to get within it, with all rhe eagernefs 
of harmlefs curiolity, and feel ourfelvc. all 
at once puftied back with the rudeft and moft

offenlive
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^ ' - ^ d ^ d iv c  violence. It to conceal is fo dif~ 
agreeable, to attempt to deceive us is ftiU 
more difgbfting, even tho' we could pofiibly 
fulTer nothing by the fuccefs of the fraud.
I f we fee that our companion wants to im- 
pofe upon us, if the fentihients and opinions 
which he utters appear evidently not to be 
his own, let them be ever fo fine, we can 
derive no fort of entertainment from them; 
and if fomething of human nature did not 
now and then tranfpire through all the covers 
which fahhood and affectation are capable of 
Wraping around it, a puppet of wood would 
be altogether as plcafmt a companion as a 
perfon who never fpoke as he was affected.
No man ever deceives, with regavd to the 
moft ihfignificant matters, who is not con- 
feious of doing fomething like an injury to 
thofc he converles with ; and who does not 
inwardly bluih and fhrink back with fhame 
and confufion even at the fecret thought of a 
detection. Breach of veracity, therefore, be­
ing always attended with fomedegiee o» re- 
morfe and Pelf-condemnation, naturally fell 
under the cognizance of the cafuifts.

The chief fubjeds of the works of the
caluifts, therefore, were the confuentious

regard
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'x%.. .g&gard that is doe to the rules of juftice ; 
now far wc ought to refpect the life and 
property of our neighbour ; the duty of re- 
ftitution j the laws of chaftity and mpdefty, 
and wherein confided what, in their lan­
guage are called the fins of concupifcence: 
the rules of veracity and the obligation o f 
oaths, protnifes and contracts' of all kinds.

It may be faid in general of the works 
of the cafuifts that they attempted, to no 
purpofe, to direct; by precife Rules what it 
belongs to feeling and fentiment only to 
judge of. How is it poflible to afcertain by 
rules the exact: point at which, in every cafe, 
a delicate fenfe of juftice begins to run into 
a frivolous and weak ferupulofity of confci- 
ence? When it is that fecrecy and referve 
begin to grow into diftimulation.? flow  far 
an agreeable irony may be carried, and at 
what prccife point it begins to degenerate 
into a deteftable lie? What is the higheft 
pitch of freedom and eafe of behaviour 
which can be regarded as graceful and be 
coming, and when it is that it firft begins 
to run into a negligent and thoughtlefs licen- 
tioufnefs ? With regard to all fuch matters, 
what would hold good in any one cafe

would
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fcarce do fo exactly in any other, _and 
what conftitutes the propriety and happmefs 
o f behaviour varies in every cafe with the 
fmalleft variety of fituation. Books of ca- 
fuiftry, therefore, are generally as ufelefs as 
they are commonly tirefome. They could 
be of little ufe to one who fhould confult 
them upon occafion, even fuppofing their de- 
cilions to be juft s becaufe, notwitnftanding 
the multitude of cafes colleded in them, yet 

. upon account of the ftill greater variety of 
poflible circumftances, it is a chance, ft 
among all thofe cafes there be found one ex­
actly parallel to that ftnder contideration.
One, who is really anxious to do his duty, 
mud be very weak, if he can imagine that 
he has much occafion for them ; ana wnu 
regard to one who is negligent oi it, the 
ftile of thofe writings is no. luch as is likely 
to awaken him to more attention. None of 
them tend to animate us to what is generous 
and noble. None of them tend to (often  

. us to what is gentle and humane. Many of 
them, on the contrary, tend rather to teach 
us to chicane with our own confidences, and 
by their vain fubtilties ferve to au honfe in­
numerable evafive refinements with regard

N  n to
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lh a t  frivolous accuracy which they at­
tempted to introduce into fubjeds which do 
not admit of it, almoft necefiarily betrayed 
them into thole dangerous errors, and at the 
lame time rendered their works dry and dis­
agreeable, abounding in abftrufe and meta- 
phvlical diftindions, but incapable of ex­
citing in the heart any of thofe emotions 
which it is the principal ufe of books of 
morality to excite. -

The two ufeful parts of moral philofophy, 
therefore, are Ethics and Jurisprudence : 
Cafuiftry ought to be rejected altogether, and 
the ancient moralifls appear to have judged 
much better, who, in treating of the fame 
fubjeds, did not afFed any fuch nice exad- 
nefs, but contented themfelves with deferib- 
ing in a general manner, what is the fenti- 
ment upon which juflice, modefty and vera­
city are founded, and what is the ordinary 
way of ading to which thofe virtues would 
commonly prompt us.

Something, indeed,not unlike the dodrine 
of the cafuifts, ftems to have been attempted 
by fcveral philofophcrs. There is fomething 
of this kind in the third book of Cicero’s of­

fices,
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ficcs, where he endeavours like a cafuift to 
give’rules for our conduct in many nice cafes, 
in which it is difficult to determine where­
abouts the point of propriety may he. It 
appears too, from many paffages in the fame 
book, that feveral other philofophcrs bad at­
tempted fomething of the fame kind before 
him. Neither he nor they, however, ap­
pear to have aimed at giving a com pleat 
fyftem of this fort, but only meant to ffiow 
how fituations may occur, in which it is 
doubtful, whether the higheft propriety of 
conduct con fids in obferving or in recced mg
from what, in ordinary cafes, are the rules oi

' Every fyftem of pofitive law maybe regarded 
as a more or lefs imperfect attempt towards a 
fyftem of natural jurifprudence, or towards 
an enumeration of the particular rules of 
iuftice. As the violation of juftice is what 
men will never fubmit to from one another, 
the publick magiftrate is under a neccffity of 
employing the power of the commonwealth 
to enforce the practice of this virtue. With­
out this precaution, civil fociety wouid be­
come a fedne of bloodlhed and diforder, 
every man revenging himielt at his own 
hand whenever he fancied he was injured.

N n 2



O f S y s t e m s  Part VI. v C
'w^^fe^prevent the confudon which would at- 

tend upon every man’s doing juftice to him- 
£ !f, the magiftrate, in all governments that 
have acquired any confiderable authority, 
undertakes to do juft ice to all, and promifes 
to hear and to redrefs every complaint of in­
jury. In all well-governed ftates too not 
only judges are appointed for determining the 
controverftes of individuals, but rules are 
prefcribed for regulating the deciftons of 
thofe judges; and thefe rules are, in gene­
ral, intended to coincide with thofe of natu­
ral juftice. It does not, indeed, always hap­
pen that they do fo in every inftance. home- 
times what is called the conftitution of the 
ftate, that is, the intereft of the government ■ 
fomedmes the intereft of particular orders 
of men who tyrannize the government, warp 
the pofitive laws of the country from what na­
tural juftice would prefcribe.In fome countries, 
therudeneft and barharifrn of the people hinder 
the natural fentimentso. juftice from arriving at 
that accuracy and precifion which, in raorecivi- 
lifed nation , they naturally attain to. Their 
laws are like their manners grofs and rude 
and uiidiftinguilhing. In other countries the 
unlortunate conftitution of their courts of 
judicature hinders any regular fyftem of juris­

prudence
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prudence from ever eftablifhing itfelf among 
them, tho’ the improved manners of the 
people may be fuch as would admit of the 
nioft accurate. In no country do the deci- 
fions of pofitive law coincide exactly in every 
cafe with the rules which the natural fenfe 
of juftice would dictate. Syftems of pofitive 
law, therefore, tho’ they deferve the greateit 
authority as the records of the lentiments of 
mankind in different ages and nations, yet 
can never be regarded as accurate fyftems of 
the rules of natural juftice.

It might have been expedted that the rea- 
fonings of lawyers upon the different in per- 
fe&ions and improvements of the laws of dif­
ferent countries, fhould have given occafion. 
to an enquiry into what were the natural 
rules of juftice, independent of all pofitive in- 
ftitution. It might have been expedted that 
thefe reafonings fliould have led them to aim 
at eftablifliing a iyftem of what might pro­
perly be called natural juiifprudcnce, or a 
theory of the general principles which ought 
to run through and be the foundation of the 
laws of all nations. But the’ the realbnings
of lawyers did produce fomething of this

kind,

C ( j  f *
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^ ^ ^ T c in d , and though no man has treated fyftema- 

tically of the laws of any particular country, 
without intermixing in his work many ob- 
fervations -of this fo rt; it was very late in 
the world before any fuch general fyftem 
was thought of, or before the philofopby of 
law was treated of by it (elf, and without re­
gard to the particular inftitutions of any one 
nation. In none of the ancient moralifts, do 
we find any attempt towards a particular enu­
meration of the rules o f juftice. Cicero in 
his offices, and Ariftotle in his ethics, treat of 
juftice in the fame general manner in which 
they treat of all the other virtues. In the 
IawS of Cicero and Plato, where we might 
naturally have expedted fome attempts to­
wards an enumeration of thofe rules o f natu­
ral equity, which^ought to be enforced by 
the pofitive laws of every country, there is, 
however, nothing ot tins kind. Their laws 
are laws of police not of juftice. Grotius 
feems to have l ean the In ft who attempted 
to give the world any thing like a fyftem of 
thofe principles which ought to run thro*, 
and be the foundation of tite laws of all na­
tions ; and his treaufe. of the laws of war 
and peace, with al! its imperfections, is per­

haps

t U T
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h a p s  a t th is  d a y  t h e  m o f t  c o m p le a t  w o r k  th a t 
h a s  y e t  b e e n  g iv e n  u p o n  th is  lu b je d t . I  f t a l l  
in  a n o th e r  d i f c o u r fe  e n d e a v o u r  t o  g iv e  a n  a c ­
c o u n t  o f  th e  g e n e r a l p r in c ip le s  o f  la w  a n d  
g o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d  o f  th e  d if fe r e n t  r e v o lu ­
t io n s  t h e y  h a v e  u n d e r g o n e  in  t h e  d i f fe r e n t  
a g es  a n d  p e r io d s  o f  ib c ie t y ,  n o t  o n ly  in  w h a t  

c o n c e r n s  ju f t i c e  b u t  in  w h a t  c o n c e r n s  p o ­
l i c e ,  r e v e n u e  a n d  a r m s , a n d  w h a te v e r  e lfe  
is  t h e  o b je d t  o f  la w . I  lb  a ll n o t ,  t h e r e fo r e , 
a t p r e fe n t  e n te r  in to  a n y  fu r t h e r  d e ta il c o n ­
c e r n in g  th e  h i f l o r y  o f  ju r i lp r u d e n c e .

F I N I S .
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âfC j a; they themfelves mu ft do in his fituation, read,
:i 'in his fituation. . .

17  5 the perfon concerned, read, the perfon principally
concerned.

cz 23 to talk to a woman as we ftiould to a man, read, 
as we would, &c.

(- q ; 1 thefe paflion?, rrai, tnofe paflions.
7o 13  the enemy, read, his enemy.
87 vlt. i. read, it. , , , . , ,

loo 10  the higheft ranxs, read, tne high; ■* ranks.
1 *r\ 24. ito remoteft efforts, read, its utmoft eitorts.
x06 3 counterparts of one another, read, to one another.
Do 25 his moderation, read, this moderation.
17 1 23 ingratitude, read, ingratitude.
173 19 obibrvation, read, obiervance.
2 17  23 he horfe, read the horfe.
217 6 appoved or, read, approved of.
219  15 confequence, read, coniequences.
D ° penult, in, read, into. . . . . . . .  , . ,
261 antepenult, in the light which,read, m the light m which.
D ° penult, tc him. The fury, read, to him, the fury.
263 10 judgement, read, judgements.
268 1 of or, read, or of.
278 22 objeft. read. objefk.
2Q7 I C H A P. IV . read, S E C T . IV .
7«6 1 Part V I. read, Part V .
4 12  « Part V II. read. Part V I.
132 16 inisfortu read misfortunes.
I  v6 2 . tend my to the grcn .eft good , read, -tendency to 

proi uie the greateft goods.
" < 3 piimary objetts, read, ultimate ohjcfts.

437 22 That, read, thau
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