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apa (aite ciss
(YENTLEMEN, : !

F I had consulted my competency only, for the station
which your choice has conferred upon me, I must without
hesitation have declined the honour of being the President

= of this Society ; and although I most cheerfully accept
your invitation, with every inclination to assist, as far as my abili-
ties extend, promoting the laudable views of your association, I
must still retain the consciousness, of those disqualifications, which
you have been pleased to overlook.

It was lately our boast to possess a President, whose name,
talents, and character; would have been honourable to any ' institu-
tion ; it is now our mlsfortune to lament, that Sir William Jones
exists, but in the affections of his friends, and in the esteem,
veneration, and regret of all.

I cannot, I flatter myself, offer a more grateful tribute to the
Society, than by making his character the subject of my first ad-
dress to you ; and if in the delineation of it, fondness or affection
for the man should appear blended with my revereuce for his
genius and abilities, in the sympathy of your feelings I shall" find
my apology.

To' define with accuracy the variety, value and extent of his liter-
ary attdinments, requires more learning than I pretend Yo possess,

* Gince Lord Teignmouth.
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I am therefore to solicit your indulgence for an imperfect
sketch, rather than expect your approbation for a complete de-
scription of the talents, and knowledge, of your late and lamented
President.

Fehall begin with mentioning his wonderful capacity for the
acquisition of languages, which has never been excelled. In Greek
and Roman literature, his early proficiency was the subject of
admiration and applanse ; and knowledge, of whatever nature,
once obtained by him, was ever afterwards progressive. The
- more elegant dialects of modern Europe, the French, the Spanish,
and the Ifalion, he spoke and wrote with the greatest fluency and
precision ; and the German and Portuguese were familiar to him.
At an early period of life his application to Oriental literature
commenced ; he studied the Hebrew with ease and success, and
many of the most learned Asiatics have the candour to avow,
that his knowledge of Arabic and Persian was as accurate and
extensive as their own ; he was also conversant in the Zurkish
idiom, and the Chinese had even attracted his notice, so far as to |

induce him to learn the radical characters of that language, with a

view perhaps to farther improvements. It was to be expected,

after his arrival in /ndia, that he would eagerly embrace the op-
portunity of making himself master of the Smuscrit ; and the most
enlightened professors of the doctrines of Bramma confess with
pride, delight, and surprise, that his knowledge of their sacred dia-
lect  was mosfi eritieally correct and profound, The Pandifs, who
were in the habit of attending him, when I saw them after his
death, at a public Durbar, sould neither suppress their tears for his
loss, nor find terms to express their admiration at the wondesful
progress he had made in their sciences.

Before the expiration of his twenty-second year, he had com-
pleted his Commentaries on the Poetry of the Asiaties, although

a considerable tiine afterwards elapsed before, their publication ;

and this work, if no other monument of his labours existed, would

At once furnish proofs of his consummate skill in the Oriental

dwalects, of his proficlency in those of Rome and Gireese, of taste

m{d erudition far beyoud his years, and of talents and application

without example. ,

But the judgnient. of Sir William Jones was too discerning to
consider Janguage in any other light than as the key of science,
and he would have despised the reputation of a mere linguist,
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Kudtvledge and truth, were the object of all his studies, an
ambition was to be useful to mankind ; with these views, he ex-
tended his researches to all languages, nations, and times.

Such were the motives that induced him to' propose to the
Government ofthis country, what he justly denominated a work
of national utility and importance, the compilation of a copious
digest of Hindu and Mahommedan Law, from Sensecritand Arabic
originals, with an offer of his services to superintend the com-
pilation, and with a promise to translate it. He had foreseen,
previous to his departure from Hurope, that without the aid of
such a work, the wife and benevolent ! intentions of the legislat{lre
of Great Britain, in leaving, to a certain extent, the natives of
these provinces in possession of their own laws, could not be
completely fulfilled ; and his experience, after a short residence in
India, confirmed what his sagacity had anticipated, that without
principles to refer to, in a language familiar to the judges of the
courts, adjudications amongst the natives must too often be sub-
ject to an uncertain and erroneous exposition, or wilful misin-
terpretation of their laws.

To the superintendance of this work, which was immediately
undertaken at his suggestion, he assiduously devoted those hours
which he could spare from his professional duties. After tracing
the plan of the digest, he prescribed its arrangement and mode of
execution, and selected from the most learned Hindus and Mahom:
medans fit persons for the task of compiling it ; flattered by his at-
tention, and encouraged by his applause, the Landiis prosecuted
their labours with cheerful zeal, to a satisfactory conclusion. The
Molavees have also nearly finished their portion of the work, bus
we must ever regret, that the promised translation, as well as the
meditated preliminary dissertation, have been frustrated by that
decree, which so often intercepts the performance of human pur-
poses. :

During the course of this compilation, and as auxiliary to it,
he was led to study the works of Mext, reputed by the Hindus to
be the oldest, and holiest of legislatures ; and finding them to
comprize & system of religious' and civil duties, and of law in all
its branches, so comprehensive and minutely: exact, that it mighy
be considered as the. Institutes of Iindu law, e presented p tranys
lation of them to the Government of Bengal. During the same
petiod, deemihg no labour excessive ;or superfluous that tended;:
i



yrespect, to promote the welfare or happiness of mankind, L
e public an FEnglish version of the Arabic text of the
SIRAIIYAH, or Mahommedan Law of Inheritance, with a Comment-
ary. He had already published in England, a translation of a
Tract on the same subject, by another Makommedan Lawyer, con-
taining, as his own words express, “ a lively and elegant epitome
of the law of Inheritance, according to Za.

To these learned and important works, so far out of the road
of amusement, nothing could have engage® his application, but
that desire which he ever professed, of rendering his knowledge
useful to his nation, and beneficial to the inhabitants of these

* provinces. ;

Without attending to the chronological order of their publi-
cation, I shall briefly recapitulate his other performances in Asiatic
Literature, as far as my knowledge and recollection of them extend.

The vanity and petulance of ANqueri. pu Prrrow, with his
illiberal reflections on some of the learned members of the Uni-
versity of Ozford, extorted from him a letter, in the #rench lan-
guage, which has been admired for accurate criticism, just satire,
and elegant composition. A regard for the literary reputation of
his country, induced him to translate, from a Persian original into
French, the life of NapiR Smam, that it might not be carried out of
England, with a reflection, that no person had been found in the
British dominions capable of translating it. The students of Per-
sdan literature must ever be grateful to him, for a grammar of that
language, in which he has shown the possibility of combining taste,
and elegance, with the precision of a grammarian ; and every ad-
mirer of Arabic poetry, must acknowledge his obligations to him,
for qn English version of the seven celebrated poems, so- well
known by the name of Moallakat, from the distinetion to which
their excellence had entitled them, of being suspended in the tem-
ple of Mecca : I should scarcely think it of importance to mention,
that he did not disdain the office of Editor of a Sanscrit and Persian
work, if it did not afford me an opportunity of adding, that the
lagter was published at his own expence, and was sold for the
benefit of insolvent debtors. A similar application was made of
the produce of the Sirasivam. .

Of big lighter productions, the elegant ammsements of his
leisure hours, comprehending hymns on the Hindu mythology,
poems consisting chiefly of translations from thie Asiadic languages,



the version of SacoNTaLa, en' ancient Jndion drama, it
would be unbecoming to speak in a style of importance which he
did not himself annex to them. They show the activity of a vigor-
ous mind, its fertility, its genius, and its taste. Nor shall I parti-
cularly dwell on the discourses addressed to this Society, which we
_ have all perused or heard, or on the other learned and interesting
dissertations, which form so large, and valuable a portion of the
records of our Researches ; let us lament, that the spirit which
dictated them is to us extinct, and that the voice to which we, list-
ened with improvement, and rapture, will be heard by us no more.

But I cannot pass over a paper, which has fallen into my
possession since his demise, in the hand-writing of Sir William
Jones himself, entitled DESIDERATA, as more explanatory than any
thing I can say, of the comprehensive views of his enlightened
mind. It contains, as a perusal of it will show, whatever is most |
curious, important, and attainable in the sciences and histories of
India, Arabia, China, and Tartary ; subjects, which he had already
most amply discussed in the disquisitions which he laid before the
Society. ‘

: DESIDERATA.

INDIA,

1.—The Ancient Geography of India, &e. from the Purgnas.

9.—A  Botanical = Description of Indian Plants, from the
Coshas, &ec. \

3.—A Grammar of the Sanscrit Language, from Panini, &e.

4.—A Dictionary of the Sanscrit Language, from thirty-twe
original Vocabularies and Niructi. ‘

5.—On the Ancient Music of the Indians.

6.—On the Medical Substances of India, and the Indian Awet
of Medicine.

7.—On the Philosophy of the Amncient Indians.

8.— A Translation of the Veda. ]

9.—On Ancient Indian Geometry, Astronomy, and Algebra.

10.—A Translation of the Puranas.

11.—A Translation of the Mahabbarat and Ramayan.

12.—On the Indian Theatre, &e. &e., &e.’ }

13.—On the Indian Copstellations, with theiv My%holqg?,
from the Puranas.

14.—The Histury of India before the Mahominedan conguest,
from the Sanscrit-Cashmir Histories.

|
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O “ "ARABIA.

15.—The History of Arabia before Mahommed.
16.—A Translation of the Hamasa.

17.—A Translation of Hariri.

18.—A Translation of the Facahatul Khulafa.
Of the Casiah.

S PERSIA.

19.—The History' of Persia from Authorities in Sanserit,
Arabie, Greek, Turkish, Persian, ancient and modern.
. Pirdausi’s Khosrau nama.
90.—The five Poems of Nizami, translated in prose.
A Dietionary of pure Persian. Jehangire.
CHINA.
21.—A Translation of the Shi-king,
* 22.—The text of Can-fu-tsu verbally translated.
TARTARY.
23.—A History of the Tartar Nations, chiefly of the ' Moguls
and Othmans, from the Turkish and Persian.

Wz are not authorised to conclude, that he had himself formed
a determination to complete the works which his genius and know-
ledge had thus sketched ; the task seems to require a period, be-

~ yond the probable duration of any human life ; but we, who had the
happiness to know Sir William Jones, who were witnesses. of
' his indefatigable perseverance in the pursuit of knowledge, and of

his ardour to accomplish whatever he deemed important ; who saw
the extent of his intellectual powers, his wonderful attainments in
literatuwre and science, and the facility with which all his composi-
tions were made, cannot doubt, if it had pleased Providence to pro-
treact the date of his existence, that he would have ably executed
much, of what'he had so extensively planned.

I have hitherto principally confined my discourse to the pur-
suits of our late President in, Oriental literature, which, from their
extent, might appear to have occupied all his time ; but they mnei-
ther precluded his attention to professional studies, nor to
dtience iu general: amongst his publications in Furope,
m polite literature, exclusive of various compositions in prose
and verse, I find 4 translation of the speeches of Ismus, with
w learned comuent ; and, in law, an Essay on the law of Bailments:

‘ o _ 3
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the subject. of this last work, I cannot deny myself the grati-
fication of quoting the sentiments of a celebrated historian : ** Sir
William Jones has given an ingenious and rational essay on the
law of Bailments.. He is perhaps the only lawyer equally conver-
sant with the year books of Westininisier, the commentaries of
Urprax, the Attic pleadmgs of Isxus, and the sentences of Arabian
and Persian Cadhis.”

His professional studies did not commence before his twenty-
second year, and I have his own authority for asserting, that the_

first book of Enqlzsh Jumsprudence which he ever studled wasg |

ForTESCUE'S essay in praise of the laws of &ngland.

Of the ability and conscientious integrity, with which he dis-
charged the functions of a Magistrate, and the duties of a Judge of
the Supreme Court of Judicature in this settlement, the public voice
and public regret bear ample and merited testimony. The same
penetration which marked his scientific researches, distinguished his
legal investigations and  decisions ; and he deemed no inquiries
burthensome, which had for their object substantial Justlce under

the rules of law.
His addresses to the jurors, are not less distinguished for phi-

lanthropy, and liberality of sentiment, than for just expositions of

the law, perspicuity, and elegance of diction ; and his bratory was

as captivating as his arguments were convincing.

In an epilogue to his commentaries on Asiatic poétry, he
bids farewell to polite literature, without relinquishing his affection
for it ; and concludes with an intimation of his intention to study
law, expressed in a wish, which we now know to have been

prophetic.
Mihi sit, oro, non inutilis toga,
Nec indiserta lingua, nec turpis manus !

I have already enumerated attainments and workk, which,
from their diversity and extent, seem far beyond the capacity of
the most enlarged minds ; but the catalogug may yet be aug-
mented. To a proficiency in the ]nwuacrea of (reéce, Kome, and
Asin, he added the knowledge of the p]ulosophy of those countyies,
and of every thing curious smd valuable that had been taught "in
them. The doctrmes of the Aecademy, the Lyceum, or the Po tico,
were not more familiar fo him than the tenets of Vedas, the niyse
tivism of the Sw/fis, or the religion of the ancient Persidns; ahd

{
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viii I

whilst with a kindred ?g'enius he perused with rapture the heroie,
lyrie, or moral compositions, of the most renowned poets of Greece,
Rome, and Asia, he could turn with equal delight and knowledge,

to the sublime speculations, or mathematical calculations, of BAR-
row and NewroN. With them also, he professed his conviction of the
truth of the Christian religion, and he justly deemed it no inconsi-
“derable advantage, that his researches had corrohorated the multi-
plied evidence of revelation, by confirming the Mosaie account of
the primitive world. We all recollect, and can refer to, the following
sentiments in his eighth anniversary discourse.

¢ Theological inquiries are no part of my present subject ; but
I cannot refrain from adding, that the collection of tracts, which
we call from their excellence the Seriptures, contain, independently
of a divine origin, more true sublimity, more exquisite beanty,
purer morality, more important history, and finer strains both of
poetry and eloguence, than could be collected within the same com-
pass from all other books, that were ever composed in any age, or
in any idiom. The two parts, of which the Scriptures consist, are !
connected by a chain of compositions, which bear no resemablance in
form or style to any that can be produced from the stores of
Greclan, Indian, Persian, or even Arabianlearning ; the antiquity of
those compositions no man doubts, and the unstrained application
of them to events long subsequent to their publication, is a solid
ground of belief, that they were genuine predictions, and conse-
quently inspired.”

There were in truth few sciences, in which he had not acquir-
ed considerable proficiency; in most, his knowledge was profound.
The theory of music was familiar to him; not had he neglected to
make himself acquainted with the interesting discoveries lately
made in chymistry; and T have heard him assert, that his admira-
tien of the structure of the human frame, had induced him to at-
tend for a geason to a course of anatomical lectures delivered by his
friend, the celebrated Hunregr, ;

His last and favourite pursuit, was the study of Botany, which
he originally began under the confinement of a severe and lingering
disorder, which with most minds, would have proved a disqualifi-
cation from any application, It constituted the principal amuse-
ment of his leisure hours.  In the arrangements of Lmwaus he
discoyered system, truth, and science, whick never failed to ¢aptis
vate and engage his attention ; and from the proofs which he has



(ibited of his progress Botany, we may-conclude that he woul

ave extended the discoveries in that science. The last composition
which he read in this Society, was a description of select Indian
plants, and I hope his Executors will allow us to fulfil his intention
of publishing it, a¢ a number in our Researches. .

It cannot be deemed useless or superfluous to inquire, by
what arts or method he was enabled to attain to a degree of know-
ledge almost universal, and apparently beyond the powers of man,
during a life little exceeding forty-seven years.

The faculties of his mind, by nature vigorous, were improved
by constant exercise ; and his memory, by habitual practice, had ac-
quired a capacity of retaining whatever had once been impressed
upon it. To an unextinguished ardour for universal knowledge, he
joined a perseverance in the pursuit of it, which subdued all obsta-
cles; his studies began with the dawn, and during the intermissions
of professional duties, were continued throughout the day; reflec-
tion and meditation strengthened and confirmed what industry and
investigation had accumulated. 1t was a fixed principle with him,
from which he never voluntarily deviated, not to be deterred by
any difficulties that were surmountable, from prosecuting t¢ a suc-
cessful termination, what he had once deliberately undertaken.

But what appears to me more particularly to have enabled him
to employ his talents so much to his own and the publi¢ advantage,
was the regular allotment of his time to particular occupations, *
and a scrupulous adherence to the distribution which he had fixed;

“hence, all his studies were pursued without interruption or confu-
gion: nor can I here omit rdmarking, what may probably have at-
tracted your observation as well as mine, the candour and compla-
cency with which he gave his attention to all persons, of whatso-
ever quality, talents, or education; he justly concluded, that curious
or important information, might be gained even from the illiterate;
and wherever it was to be obtained, he sought and seized it.

Of the private and social virtues of our lamented President, our
hearts are the best records; to yon, who knew him, it cannot be ne-
cessary for me to expatiate on the independance of his integrity, his
humanity, pro1)it.y,"or benevolence, which every living creature par-
ticipated; on the affability of his conversation and manners, or ‘his
modest unassuming deportment: nor need I remark, that he was to-
tally free from pedantry, aswellas from arrogance and self-sufficiency,

which sometimes accompany and disgrace the greatest abilities ;
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presents was the delight of every society, which his éonvers L
shilarated and improved; and the public have not only to lament
the Ioss of his talents and abilities, but that of his example.
To him, as the founder of our institution, and whilst he lived,
" its firmest support, our reverence is more particularly due ; in-
structed, animated, and encouraged by him, genius was called forth
/into exertion, and modest merit was excited to distinguish itself.
Anxious for the reputation of the Society, he was indefatigable
in his own endeavours to promote it, whilst he cheerfully assisted
those of others. In losing him, we have not only been deprived
of our brightest ornament, but of a guide and patron, on whose
instructions, judgment, and candour, we could implicitly rely.

But it will, I trust, be long, very long, before the remembrance
of his virtues, his genius, and abilities, lose that influence over the
members of this Society, which his living example had maintained ;
and if previous to his demise he had been asked, by what posthu-
mous honours or attentions we could best show our respect for
his memory ? I may venture to assert he would have replied, “By
exerting yourselves to support the credit of the Society ;" apply-
ing to it, perhaps, the dying wish of father Paur, “esto perpetua 1”

In this wish we must all concur, and with it, I close this ad-
dress to you.



A
DISCOURSE |

ON THE

INSTITUTION OF A SOCIETY,

FOR INQUIRING INTO THE

HISTORY, CIVIL axp NATURAL,
Tre ANTIQUITIES, ARTS, SCIENCES, axp LITERATURE,

OF

ASIA.

é o

GENTLEMEN, | .

]

AHEN 1 was at sea last August, on' my voyage to this
/3] country, which T had long and ardently desired to visit, I
(] found one evening, on inspecting the observations of the
day, that Jadia lay before us, and Persia on our left, whilst
a breeze from Arbia blew nearly on our stern. A situation so
pleasing fu ftself, and to me so new, could not fail to awaken a train
wif retlections in a mind, which had carly been accustomed to con-
template with delight the eventful histories and agreeable fictions
of this eastern world. It gave me inexpressible pleasuro to find
myself in the midst of so noble an amphitheatre, almost encircled
by the vast regions of Asiz, which has ever been esteemed the
nurse of sciences, the inventress of delightful and useful arts, the
scene of glorious actions, fertile in the productions of human ge-
niux, abounding in natural wonders, and infinitely diversified in the
forms of religion and government, in the laws, manners, custoins,
and languages, a8 well a8 in the features and complexions, of men.
1 could not help remarking, how important and exterisive a ﬁ"l.d was /
yet unexplored, and how many solid advantages unimproved ; and
when 1 considencd, with pain, that, in this fluctuating, imperfoct, and

1) V
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ade by the united efforts of many, who are not easily brought,
without some pressing inducement or strong impulse, to converge
in a common point, I consoled myself with a hope, founded on opini-
ons which it might have the appearance of flattery to mention, that,
if in any country or community, such an union could be effected, it
Wwas among my countrymen in Bengal, with some of whom I already
had, and with most was desirous of having, the pleasure of being
intimately acquainted. i

You have realized that hope, gentlemen, and even anticipated
a declaration of my wishes, by your alacrity in laying the founda-
tion of a society for inquiring into the history and antiquities, the
natural productions, arts, sciences, and literature of Asiz. I may
confidently,foretel, that an institution so likely to afford entertain-
ment, and convey knowledge, to mankind, will advance to maturity
by flow, yet certain, degrees ; as the Royal Society, which at first
was only a meeting of a few literary friends at Ozford, rose
gradually to that splendid zenith; at which a Halley was their
Secretary, and a Newfon their President. -

Although it is my humble opinion, that, in order to ensure
our success and permanence, we must keep a middle course between
a languid remissness, and an over zealous activity, and that the
tree, which you have auspiciously planted, wiil produce reirer
blossoms, and more exquisite fruit, if it be not at first exposed to
too great a glare of sunshine, yet I take the liberty of submitting
to your copsideration a few general ideas ov, the plan of our
society ; assuring you, that, whether you reject or apgrore them,
your correction will give me both pleasure and instruction, as yow
flattering attentions have already conferred on me the hiéhest
honon.

It is your design, I conceive, to take an ample space for your
learned investigations, bounding them only by the geographical
limits of Asiz ; so that, considering Hindistdn as a centre, and
turning your eyes in idea to the North, you have on your
right, many important, kingdoms in the Eastern peninsula, the
ancient and wonderful empire of China with all her Zartarian
dependencies, and that of Japan, with the cluster of precious
slands, in which many singular curiosities have too long been
eongealed : hefore you lies that prodigious chain of mountains,
which formerly perhaps were a barrier againsi the 'violence of the

L
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6 vast regions of Zartary, from which, as from the Zrojan horse
of the poets, have issued so many consummate Warriors, whose
domain has extended at least from the banks of the Ilissus to' the
mouths of the Ganges: on your left are the beautiful and cele-
brated provitices of [ran or Persia, the unmeasured, and perhaps
unmeasurable deserts of Arabia, and the once flourishing kingdom
of Yemen, with the pleasant isles thatthe Arabs have subdued or
colonized ; and farther westward, the Asiafic dominions of the Tur-
%ish sultins, whose moon seems approaching rapidly to its wane.
—By this great circumference, the field of your useful researches
will be inclosed ; but, since Egypt had unquestionably an old
connection with this country, if not with China, since the language
and literature of the Abyssinians bear a manifest affinity to those
of Asia, since the Arabian arms prevailed along the African coast of
the Mediterranean, and even erected a powerful dynasty on the con-
tinent of Europe, you may not be displeased occasionally to follow the
streams of Asiatic learning a little beyond its natural boundary ;
andl if it be necessary or convenient, that a short name or epithet
be given to our society, in order to distinguish it in the world,
that of Asiatic appears both classical and proper, whether we
consider the place or the object of the institution, and preferable
to Oriental, which is in truth a word merely relative, land, though
commonly used in Europe, conveys no very distinet idea, 4
If now it be asked, what are the intended objects of our in-
quiries within these spacious limits, we answer, MAx and NATURE ;
whatever is performed by the one, or produced by the other.
Human knowledge has been elegantly analysed according to the
three great faculties of the mind, memory, reason, and imagima-
tion, which we constantly find employed in arranging and retain-
ing, comparing and distinguishing, combining and diversifying,
the ideas, which we receive through our senses, or aecqiire by
reflection ; hence the three main branches of learning ‘are Aisiory,
science, and art: the first comprehends either an account of natural
productions, or the genuine records of empires and states ; the
second embraces the whole circle of pure and mixed mathematies,
together with ethics and law, as far as they depend on the reasons

ing faculty ; and the third includes all the beauties of imagof'y and

the charms of invention, displayed in modulated language, or repre-
sented by color, figure, or sound.

i



THE PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE.

Agreeably to this analysis, you will investigate whatever is
in the stupendous fabric of nature, will coirect the geo-
graphy of Asia.by new observations and discoveries; will trace
the annals, and even traditions of those nations, who from time
to time have peopled or desolated it; and will bring ' to light their
various forms of Government, with their institutions civil and
religious; you will examine their improvements and methods in
arithmetic and geometry, in trigonometry, mensuration, mecha-
nics, optics, astronomy, and general physics ; their systems of
morality, grammar, rhetoric, and dialectic; their skill in sur-
gery and medicine, and there advancement, whatever it may be,
in anatomy and chemistry. To this you will add researches into
their agriculture, manufactures, trade ; and, whilst you inquire
with pleasure into their music, architecture, painting, and poetry,
will not neglect those inferior arts, by which the comforts and
even elegances of social life are supplied or improved. You may
observe, that I have omitted their languages, the diversity and
difficulty of which are a sad obstacle to the progress of useful
knowledge; but I have ever considered languages as the mere

I

instruments of real learning, and think them improperly confound- °

eéd with learning itself : the attainment of them is, however, in-
dispensably necessary; and if to the Persian, Armenian, Turkish,
and Arabic, could be added not only the Sanscrit, the treasures
of which we may mow hope to see unlocked, but even the Chinese,
Lurtarian, Jupanese, and the various insular dialects, an immense
mine would then be open, in which we might labor with equal
delight and advantage. '

Having submitted to yon these imperfect thoughts on the
Limits and olyects of our future society, I request your permission
to add a few hints on the conduct of it in its present immature
state.

Luciax begins one of his satirical pieces against historians,
with declaring that the only true proposition in his work was,
that it should contain nothing true ; and perhaps it may be advis-
able at first, in order to prevent any difference of sentiment on
particular points not immediately before us, to establish but one
rule, namely, to have no rules at all. This only I mean, that, in
the infaucy of any society, there ought to he no confinement, no
trouble, wo expense, no unnecessany formalivy. Let s, if you
please, for the present, have weckly evening mectings in this hall
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s tor/ the purpose of hearing original papers read on such subjeet®
s fall within the circle of our inquiries. Let all curious and learned
men be invited to send their tracts to our Secretary, for which
they ought immediately to receive our thanks ; and if towards the
end of each year, we should be supplied with a sufficiency of valu-
able materials to fill a volume, let us present our Asiatic miscel-
lany to the literary world, who have deprived so much pleasure
and information from the agreeable work of Kwmpfer, than wlhich
we can scarce propose a better model, that they will accept with
eagerness any fresh entertainment of the same kind. You will
not perhaps be disposed to admit mere translations of considerable
length, except of such unpublished essays or treatises as may be
transmitted to us by native authors; but, whether you will enroll
as members any number of learned natives, you will hereafter
decide, with many other questions as they happen to arise;and
you will think, I presume, that all questions should be decided
on a ballot, by a majority of two thirds, and that nine members
should be requisite to constitute a board for such decisions. These
points, however, and all others I submit entirely, gentlemen, to
your determination, having neither wish nor pretension to claim
any more than my single right of suffrage. One thing omly, as
essential to your dignity, I recommend with earnestness, on no
account to admit a new member, who has not expressed a volun-
tary desire to become so; and in that case, you will not require,
I suppose, any other qualification than a love of knowledge, and
a zeal for the promotion of it.

Your institution, 1 am persuaded, will ripen of itself, and
your meetings will be amply supplied with interesting and amusing
papers, as soon as the ohject of your inquiries shall be generally
known, There are, it may not be delicate to name them, but there
are many, from whose important studies I cannot but conceive high
expectations; and, as far as mere labour will avail, I ‘sincerely
promise, that, if in my allotted sphers of jurisprudence, or in any
intellectual excursion, that I may have leisure to make, [ should
be so fortunate as to colleet, by accident, either fruitd or fowers,
which may seem valuable or pleasing, I shall offer my humble
Nazar to 3'our society with as much respectful zeal as to the greatest
potentate on earth.
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GENTLEMEN,

el the Deity of the Hindis, by whom all their just requests
% [27] are believed to be granted with singular indulgence, had pro-
@ "' . posed last year to gratify my warmest wishes, I could have
) b

= desired nothing more ardently than the success of your
mstitution ; because I can desire nothing in preference to the general
- good, which your plan seems calculated to promote, by bringing to
light many useful and interesting tracts, which, being too short for
separate publication, might lie many years concealed, or, perhaps,
irrecoverably perish:my wishes are accomplished, without an invo-
cation to CAMDHE'NU ; and your Society, having already passed its in-
fant state, is advancing to maturity with every mark of a healthy and
robust constitution. When T reflect, indeed, on the variety of sub-
Jects, which have been discussed before you, concerning the history,
laws, manners, arts, and antiquities of Asiz, I am unable to decide
whether my pleasure or my surprise be the greater ; for I will not
dissemble, that your progress has far exceeded my expectations;
and, though we must seriously deplore the loss of those excellent
men, who have lately departed from this Capital, yet thereis a pros-
pect still of large contributions to your stock of Asiatic learning,
which, I am pursuaded, will continually increase. My late journey
to Benares has enabled me to assure you, that many of your, mem-
bers who reside at a distance, employ a part of their leisure in pre-
pariug additions to your archives ; and, unless I am too sanguine,
you will soon receive light from them on several tupics entirely new
in the republic of letters.

It was principally with a design to open sources of such in-
formation, that I long had meditated an expedition wp the Ganges
during the suspension of my business; but, although I had the
satisfaction of visiling two ancient seats of finds superstition and
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pursue my. inguiries ; and I left them, as ZixEas is feigned to have
left the shades, when his guide made him recollect the swift flight of
irrevocable time, with a curiosity raised to the height, and a regret.
not, easy to be described. ,
Whoever travels in Asia, especially if he be conversant with
the literature of the countries 'through which he passes, must na-
turally remark the superiority of European talents: the observation,
indeed, is at least as'old as ALEXANDER; and, though we cannot agree
with the sage preceptor of that ambitious Prince, that “the Asiatics
are born to be slaves,” yet the Athenian poet seems perfectly in'the
right, when he represents Zurope as aSovereign Princess, and Asiq as
her Handmaid: but, if themistressbe transcendently majestic, it can
not be denied that the attendant has many beauties, and some ad-
vantages peculiar to herself. The ancients were accustomed to
pronounce panegyrics on their own countrymen at the expense
of all other nations, with a political view, perhaps, of stimulating
them by praise, and exciting them to still greater exertions ; but
such arts are here unnecessary ; nor would they, indeed, becéome a
society, who seek nothing but truth unaderned by rhetoric ; and,
although we must be conscious of our superior advancement in all
kinds of useful knowledge, yet we ought not therefore to contemn
the people of Asia, from whese researches into nature, works of arty
and inventions of fancy, many valuable hints may be derived for:
our own improvement and advantage. If that, indeed, were not
the principal object of your institution, little else could arise from
it but the mere gratification of .curiosity ; and 1 should not receive
so much delight from the humble share, which you have allowed
me to take, in promoting it. X
To form an exact parallel between the works and actions of
the Western and Eastern worlds, would require a tract of mo incon-
siderable length ; but we may decide on the whole, that yeason and
taste are the grand prevogatives of Zwropean minds, while the
Asiatics have soared to loftier heights in the sphere of imagination,
The civil history of their vast empires, and of India in partienlar,
must be highly interesiing to our common eountry ; but we have a
still nearer interest in knowing all former modes of ruling’ these '
inestimable provinces, on the prosperity of which so much of our
national welfare, and individual benelit, seemsto depend. A minute
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agriaphical knowledge, not only of Bengal and Bahdr, but, for
evident reasons, of all the kingdoms bordering on them, is closely
connected with an account of their many revolutions: but the
natural productions of these territories, especially in the vegetable
and mineral systems, are momentous objects of résearch to an
amperial, but, which is a character of equal dignity, a commercial,
people.

If Botany may be described by metaphors drawn from the
seience' itself, we may justly pronounce a minute acquaintance,
with plants, their classes, orders, kinds, and species, to be its Howers,
which can only produce fruit by an application of that knowledge
to the purposes of life, particularly to diet, by which diseases
may be avoided, and to medicine, by which they may be remedied :
for the improvement of the last mentioned art, than which none
surely can be more beneficial to mankind, the virtues of minerals
also should be accurately known. So highly has medical skill
been prized by the ancient Indians, that one of the Jourteen Ratnas,
or precious  things, which their Gods are believed to have produced
by churning the ocean with the mountain Mundara, was a learned
physician. What their old books contain on this subject, we ought
certainly to discover, and that without loss of time; lest the vener-
able but abstruse language, in which they are composed, should
cease to be perfectly intelligible, even to the best educated natives,
through a want of powerful invitation to study it. Brerwier, who
was himself of the Faculty, mentions approved medical books in
Sanserit, and cites a few aphorisms, which appear judicious and
rational ; but we can expect nothing so important from the works of
Hindii or Musalmdn physicians, as the knowledge, which experience
must have given them, of simple medicines. T have seen an Indian
preseription of fifty-four, and another of siuty-siz, ingredients s but
such compositions are always to be suspected, since the effect of
one ingredient may destroy that of another; and it were better to
find certain accounts of a single leaf or berry, than to be acquainted
with the most elaborate compounds, unless they too have been
proved by a multitude of succesful experiments. ' The noble deob-
struent. oil, extracted from the Eranda nut the whole family of
Balsams, the ingomparable stomachic root from Columbo, the fine
astringent ridiculously called Jupan enrth, but in truth prodaced
by the decoction of an Indian plant, have long been nsed in Asiu
and who can foretel what glorious discoveries of other oils, roots,
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lssalutary juices, may be made by your society? If it De d

“whether tlie Peruvian bark be always efficacious in this countrys
its place may, perhaps, be supplied by | some indigenous vegetable
equally antiseptic, and more congenial to the climate. = Whether
any treatises ‘'on Agriculture have been written by experienced
natives of these provinces, I am not yet informed; but since the
court of Spain expect to find useful remarks in an Arabic tract
preserved in the Escurial, on the cultivation of land in that kingdom,
we should inquire for similar compositions, and examine the con-

* tents of such as we can procure. ., It

The sublime science of Chemistry, which I was on the poiillt ‘of
calling divine, must be added, as a key to the richest treasuries of
nature; and itis impossible to foresee how greatly it may improve, our
manufactures, especially if it can fix those brilliant dyes, which want
nothing of perfect beauty but a longer continuance of their splen-
dour; or how far it may lead to new methods of fucing and com-
pounding metals, which the Indians, as well as the Chinese, are
thought to have practised in higher perfection than ourselves.

In those elegant arts, which are called fine and Zibéral, though
of less general utility than the labors of the mechanie, it is
really wonderful how much a single nation has excelled the whole
world : I mean the ancient Greeks, whose Seulpture, of which we
have exquisite remains both on gems and in marble,| no modern
tool can equal; whose Arclitecture we can only imitate at a servile
distance, but are unable to make one addition to it, without des-
troying its graceful simplicity; whose Poetry still delights us in
youth, and amuses us ab a maturer age; and of whose Puinting and
Music we have the coneurrent relations of g0 many grave authors,
that it would be strange incredulity to doubt their -exdellence.
Painting, as an art belonging to the powers ol the imagingtion, or
what is commonly called Genius, appears to be yet in its infancy
among the people of the East : bnt the Mindu systony of musie has,
I believe, been formed on truer principles than our own; and all
the skill of the native composers is directdd to the great object of
their art, the nn’tural expression of strong passions, to which melody,
indeed, is often sacrificed : though some of their tunes are pleasing
even to an Buropean ear. Nearly the same may be truly, assertod }
of the Arabian or 'Persian system; and, by o correct explafimtion’
of the best books on that subject, 'much of the old Grecian theory
may probably bel recovered.

.
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‘.*%m‘ & poetz'cal works of the Arabs and Persians, which di
surprisingly in their style and form, are here prétty generally
known; and, though tastes, concerning which there can be mno dis-
puting, are divided in regard to their merit, yet we may safely say
of them, what ABULFAZL pronounces of the Mandbhdrat, that,
% although they abound with extravagant images and descriptions,
théy are in the highest degree entertaining and instructive.” Poets
of the greatest genius, Pmpar, Zscmvruvs, Daxte, PeTrARCA,
SHAKESPEAR, SPENSER, have most abounded in images not far from
the brink of abbuuhty but, if their luxuriant fanmes, or those of
ABULOLA Firpausy, Niza'mr, were pruned away at the haza*d of
their ktrength and majesty, we should lose many pleasures by the
amputation. If we may form a just opinion of the Sanscrit poetry
from the specimens already exhibited, (though we can only judge
perfectly by consulting the originals), we cannot but thirst for the
whole work of Vyasa, with which a member of our society, whose
presence deters me from saying more of him, will in due time
gratify the public. The poetry of Mathura, which is the Parnass-
san land of the Hindus, has a softer and less elevated strain; but,
since the inhabitants of the districts near Agra, and principally of
the Duab, are said to surpass all other Indians in eloquence, and
to have composed many agreeable tales and love- -songs, which are
still extant, Bhdshd, or ~e;~uautlar idiom of Iraja in which they
are written, should not be negleeted. No specimens of genuine
Oratory can be expected from nations, among whom the form of
government precludes even the idea of popular eloguence; but the
art of writing, in elegant and modulated periods, has been culti-
vated in Adsia from the earliest ages : the Védas, as well as the
Alegrdn, are written in measured prose; and the compositions of
IsocraTes are not more highly polished than those of the best
Arabian and Persian authors.

‘Of the Hindu and Musalmén architécture there are yet many
noble remains in Balar, and some in the ucuuty of Malda; nor am
I unwilling to believe, thut even those ruins, of which you will, I
teust, be presented with correet delineations, may furnish our own
architects with new ideas of beauty and sublimity.

Permit me now to add a few words on the Seiences, properly
80 naned ; in which it must be admitted, that the Asdati¢s, if com-
pared with our Wostern nations, are were children. One of the
most sagacious men in this age, who continues, I hope, to improve

3L
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orn it, SAMUEL JOHNSON, remarked in my hearing, that,

10N had flourished in ancient Greece, he Would have been
worshipped as a divinity 7* how zealously then would he be
adored in Hindustan, if his incomparable writings could be read and
comprehended by the Pundits of - Cashmir or Benares! 1 have seen
a mathematical book in Sanserit of the highest antiquity ; but soon
perceived from the diagrams, that it contained only simple ele-
ments : there may, indeed, have been, in the favorable atmosphere
of Asia, some diligent observers of the celestial bodies, and such
‘observations, as are recorded, should indisputably be made publie;
but let us not expect any new methods, or the analysis of new curves;
from the geometricians of fran, Turkistan, or India. Could the ;
works of ArcHiMEDEs; the Newrow of Sicily, be restored to their
genuine purity by the help of Arabic versions, we might then
have reason to triumph on the success of our scientifical inquiries ;
or could the successive improvements and various rules of Algebra
be traced through Arabian channels, to which CArpax boasted that
he had access, the modern History of Mathematies would receive
congiderable illnstration.

The Jurisprudence of the Hindus and Musalmdns will produce
more immediate advantage; and, if some standard law-fracts were ae-
cnrately translated from the Sanserit and Arabic, we might hope in
time to gee so complete a Digest of /ndian Laws, that all dnputes among
the natives might be decul\ d without wncertainty, which is in truth_
a disgrace, t]lOllU‘h satu'wall) called aglory, to the fbronsnc science.

All these oluvu:s of inquiry mmst appear to you, Gentlemen,
in so strong a light, that bare intimatious of them will bersufficient;
nor is it necessary to make use of emulation as an incentive to an
ardent pursuit of them: yet I cannot forbear expressing a wishy
that the activity of the ZFremch in the same pursuits may not be
superior to ours, and that the researches of M. Soxxerar) whom
the court of Versailles employed for seven years in these climates,
merely to colleet such materials as we arve sceking, muy kindle,
instend of abating, our own euriosity andt zeal. If' you' assent, as
1 flatter myself you do, to these opinions; you will also coneur in
promoting the obwct of them ; and a few idens having presented
themselves to mxy mind, I presume to lay them hofnrn yom, \nth
an entire submission to your judgment. _

No comtributions, except these of the literary l\md wnll be
requisite for tha sapport of the gociety ; but, if tia(.h of us were



greasiophlly to contribute a succinet description of such manu

cripts as he had perused or inspected, with their aates and the
names of their owners, and to propose for solution such questions
as had occurred tolnm concerning Asiatic Art, Science, and His-
tory, natural or civil, we should possess without“idbor, and al-
most by imperceptible degrees, a fuller catalogue of Oriental books;
than has hitherto been e*dubfced and our correspondents would
be appmsed of those points, to w\luch we chiefly direct our investi-
gations. Much may, T am confident, be expected from the com-

munications of learned natives, whether lawyers, physicians, or pri--

vate scholars, who would eagerly, on the first invitation, send us
“their Mekamdt and Risalahs on a varicty of subjects ; some for the
gake of advancing general knowledge, but most of them from a
desire, neither uncommon nor unreasonable, of attracting notice,
and recommending themsleves to favor. With a view to avail
ourselves of this disposition, and to bring their latent science under
our inspcction it might be advisable to print and circulate a short
memorial; in Persian and Hindi, setting forth, in a style accommo-
dated to their own habits and prgudmes. the design of our institu-
tion ; nor would it be itxlpmsiblo hereafter, to give amedal annu-
ull_\,, thh inscriptions, .in Persian on one side, and on the reverse

in Sanscrit, ‘as the prize of merit, to the writer of the best essay
or dissertation. To instruct others is the prescribed duty of learned
Brhdupans, and, if they be men of substance, without reward ; but
they would all be flattered with an honorary mark of distinetion ;
and the Muhomedans have not only the permission, but the
positive command, of their law-giver, to search for learning cven in
the remotest parts of the globe. 1t were superfluous to suggest, with
how much eorrectness and facility  their compositions might be
tranklated for our wse, since their languages are now more gene-
rally and perfectly nnderstood than they have ever been by any
nation of Lurope.

i T have detained youy I fear, too long by this address, though
it has béen my endeavour to reconcile comprehensiveness with.
brevity: the subjects, which I have lightly sketched, would be
fonnd, if minutely examined, to be inexhaustible ; and, since no
liznits can be set to your researches but the boundarics of Asia
iteelf, I may not improperly conclude with wishing for your
podiety, ‘what the Commentator on ' the Laws, prays for the
donstitution, of our country, that 1T MAY BE ¥ ERPETUAL, ‘

L
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N the former discourses, which I had the honor of address-
ing to you, Gentlemen, on the institution and ObJPC&S of our
Soc iety, I confined myself purposely to general topics; glvmg
in the first a distant prospect of the vast career, on which we

were entering, and, in the second, exhibiting a more diffuse, butstill !

- superficial, sketch of the various discoveries in History, Scjence,
and Art, which we might justly expect from our inquiries into

the literature of Asia. I now propose to fill up that outline so com-
prehensively as to omit nothing essential, yet so concisely as to
avoid being tedious ; and,if the state of my health shall suffer me |
to continue long enough in this climate, it is my design, with your
permission, to prepare for our annual meetings a serigs of short
dissertations, unconnected in their titles and ' subjects, but all-
tending to a common point of no small importance in the pursuit.
of intererling truths.

Of all the works, which have been published in our own age,
perhaps, in any other, on the History of the Ancient World,
and the first population of this habitable globe, that of Mr. Jacon

Bryaxt, whom I name.with reverence and affection, has the bost
clnim to the praise of deep erudition ingeniously applied, and new
theories happily illustrated by an assemblage of numberless con-
verging rays {romn a most extensive circumference : it mlls never-
theless, as every human work must fall, short of porfection ; and
the least ~at1'=hu'lorv part of it seems fo be that, which relates to the
derivation of words some Asiatio languages. E t‘ymnlngv hag, no
donbt, some use in historical rosearches ; but it is o/ mediam of |
proof 8o very fallacious, that, where it elucidotes one fact, ub...
scures 2 thousand, and more froguently borders on the ridiculous,
than, leads to apy solid conclugion ¢ it ravely carvies With it any




merra) power of conviction from a resemblance of sounds or si L
y~ of letters ; yet often, where it is wholly unacsisted by those
advantages, it may be indisputably proved by ezirinsic evidence.
We know ¢ posteriori, that both fitz and kijo, by the nature of two
several dialects, are derived from filius ; that uncle comes from avus,
and stranger from extra ; that jour is deducible, through the
ialian, from dies; and rossignol from luscinia, or-the singer in groves ;
that &¢iwro, dcurewil, and squirrel are compounded of two Greek words
descriptive of the animal ; which etymologies, though they could
not have been demonstrated & priori, might serve to confirm, if
any such cofirmation were necessary, the proofs of a connection
between the members of one great Empire ; but, when we derive
our kanger, or short pendent sword, from the Persian, because igno-
rant, fravellers thus mis-spell the words thanjar, which in truth
means a  different weapon, or sandal-wood from the Glreek, becuuge
wé suppose, that sandals were sometimes made of it, we gain no
ground, in proving the affinity of nations, and only weaken argu-
ments, which might otherwise be firmly supported. That Cus
then, or, as it certainly is written in one ancient dialect, Cur, and in *
others, probably, Ca's, enters into the composition of many proper
names, we may very reasonably believe ; and that Algeziras takes
its name from the Arabic word for an island, cannot be doubted 3
but, when we are told from FZurape, that places and provinees in
India were clearly denominated from those words, we cannot but
observe, in the first instance, that the town, in which we now are
assembled, is properly written and pronounced Caliciii; that both
Cata and (%t unquestionably mean places of strength, or, in general,

any anclosures ; and that Gujarat is at least as remote from Jesirah

in sound, as it is in situation.

| Another exception (and a third could hardly be diseovered
by any candid criticism ) to the dnalysis of Aucient Mythology, is,
that the method of reasoning  and arrangement of topies adopted
in that learned work are not quite agreeable to the title, but al-
most wholly synthetical ; amd, though synthesis may be the better
mode in puare science, where the principles are undeniable, yet it
seems less calenlated 1o give complete datisfaction in Aistorieal
disquisitions, where every postulatum will perhaps be rofused,
and every definition controverted : this iy seem a slight objee-
tion, but the subject is in itself so interesting, aud the full eon-
vietion of all ressonable men so desirable. that i¢ may not be lost
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: ¥o discuss the same, or & similar théory in a method pu
tialytical, and, after beginning with facts of general notoriety or
undlsputed evidence, to investigate such truths as are at first un-
known or very imperfectly dleGI’ﬂEd .

The five principal nations, who have in different ages divided
among themselves, as a kind of inheritance, the vast continent of
Asia, with the many islands depending on if, are the ZIndians, the
Chinese, the Tartars, the Arabs, and the Persians: who they sever-
ally were, whence, and when they came, where they now are settled,
and what advantage a more perfect knowledge of them all may
bring to our FEuropean world, will bé shown, I trust, in five dis-"
tinct essays; the last of which will demonstrate the connection or
diversity between them, and solve the great problem, whether they
had @ny common origin, and whether that origin was the same,
which we generally aseribe to them.

I begin with /adia, not because I find reason to believe it the
true centre of population or of knowledge, but, because it is the
couritry, which we now inhabit, and from which we may best
snrvey the regions around us; as, in popular language, we speak
of the »ising sun, and of his ps oqress through the Zodiac, althéugh
it had long ago been imagined, and is now demonstrated, that he
is himself the centre of our planetary system.' Let me here/pre-
mise, that, in all these inquiries concerning the history of India,
I shall confine my researches downwards to the " Mahammedan .
conquests at the bonmumg of the eleventh ccntur\ but extend them
upwards, as lngh as possible, to the earliest zmthcutm Iecords of
the human species. \

India then, on its most enlarged scale, in which the ancients
appear to have understood it, comprises an area of near forty de-
grees on each side, including a space almost as lurge as all Lurope;
being divided on the west from PFersia by the Arachosian moun-
tains, limited on the east by the Chinese part of the farther penin-
gula, confined on the north by the wilds of 7artary, and extending
to the south as far as the isles of Java. This trapezium, therefore,
comprehends the stupendous hills of Potyid or Tibet, the benutiful
valley of Cashmir, and all the domains of the old Jndoscythions,
the countries of Nepal Bhuidn, Cowrdp or Asam, togother with, |
Siam, Ava, Racan, and the bordering kingdoms, 48 far as the Ehina )/
of the Hmdzw ot Sin of the Arabian geographers ; not to mention
the whole swestert: peninsnla with the celebrated island of Sinkala



I mean that whole extent of countr}, in whlch tne prumtwe re-
ligion and languages of the Hindus prevail at this day with more
or less of their ancient purity, and in which the Ndgar{ letters are
still used with more or less deviation from their original form

The Hindus themselves believe their own country, to which
they give the vain epithets of Madhyama or Central, and Punya-
bhumi, ov the Land of Virtues, to have been the portion of BHARAT,
one of ninz brothaers, whose father had the dominion of the
whole earth ; and they represent the mountains of Himalaya as
lying to the north, and, to the west, those of Vindlya, called also
Vindian by the Glreeks ; beyond which the Sindhu runs in several
branches to the sea, and meets it nearly opposite to the point of
Dudrika, the celebrated seat of their Shepherd God:in the south-
east they place the great river Saravatya ; by which they probably
miean that of Ava, called also Aéirdvati in part of its course, and giving
perhaps its ancient name to the gulf of Sabara. This domaln of
Bharat they consider as the middle of the Jambudwipa, which the
Tibetians also call the Land of Zambu ; and the appellation is ex-
tremely remarkable ; for Jambu is the Sanscrit name of a delicate
fruit called Jaman by the Musalmdns, and by us rose-apple; but
the largest and richest fort is named Awnirita, or Immortal ; and the
Mythologlsts of Tibet apply the same word to a celestial troa bear-
g ambrosial fruit, and adjoining to four vast rocks, from which as
many sacred rivers derive their several streams.

The inhabitants of this extensive tract are described by Mr.
Lorp with great exactness, and with a picturesque elegance peculiar
to our ancient language: ““ A people, says he, presented themselves
to m'me eyes, clothed in linen garments somewhat low descend-
ing,' 'of a gesture and garb, as 1 may say,‘maidenly and well
nigh effiminate, of a countenance shy and some what estranged,
yet -#miling out a glozed and bashful famlimut'y Mr. ()mn,, the
Historian of India, who unites an exquisite taste for every fine
art, with an accurate knowledge of Asiatic manners, observes, in
his elegant preliminary j)l\-’.ll‘l rtation, that this “ country has been
inhabited from the earliost antiquity by a people, who have no
resemblance, either in their figure or Shuonery, with any of the
nations contiguons to them,” and that, “ although conquerors have
established themselves at different tunes in different parts of
India, yot the original inhabitants have 'ust very little of thefr
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1 character”’ The ancients, in fact, give a deseriptio L
=tn, which ovr early travellers confirmed, and our own personal
knowledge of them nearly verifies ; as you will perceive from a
passage in the Geographical Poem of Dionystus, which the Analyst

of Ancient Mythology has translated with great spirit:

“ To th’ east a lovely country wide extends, '
Ixp1a, whose borders the wide ocean bounds;
On this the sun, new rising from the main,
Smiles pleas’d, and sheds his early orient beam.
Tk’ inhabitants are swart, and in their locks
Betray the tints of the dark hyacinth.
Various their functions; some the rock explore,
And from the mine extract the latent gold;
Some labor at the woof with cunning skill,
And manufacture linen; others shape
And polish iv'ry with the nicest care :
Many retire to rivers shoal, and plunge
To seek the beryl flaming in its bed,
Or glitt'ring diamond. ~ Oft the jasper’s found
Green, but diaphanous ; the topaz too
Of ray serene and pleasing ; last of all
The lovely amethyst, in which combine .
All the mild shades of purple. The rich seily

\ Wash'd by a thousand rivers, from all sides
Pours on the natives wealth without control.” !

Their sources of wealth are still abundant even after so many
revolutions and conquests; in their manufactures of cotton they
still surpass all the world; and their features have, most probably,
remained unaltered since the time of DioNvysius; nor can we *
reasonably doubt, how degenerate and abased so ever Iindus may
now appear, that in some early age they were splendid in arts and
arms, happy in government, wise in legislation, and eminent in
various knowledge : but, since their civil history beyond the middle
of the nineteenth century from the present time, is involved in a
cloud of fables, we seem to possess only fowr general media of
satis{ying onr enriousity eoncerning it; namely,, first, their Lan-
guages and Latters ; secondly, their Phlilosophy and Religion'; thirdly, )
the sctual remaing of their old | Seulpture and Architeete; aud
fourthly, the written memorials of thieir Sciences and drts,

. " .



THE THIRD ANNIVERSARY DISCOURSE, !

/Tt is much to be lamented, that neither the Greeks, w L
ed ALEXANDER into /ndia, nor those who were long connect-
ed with it under the Bactrian Princes, have left us any means of
knowing with accuracy, what vernacular languages they found on
their arrival in this Empirs. The Mahommedans, we know, heard
the people of proper Hindustan, or India on a limited scale, speak-
ing a Bhdshd, or living tongue of a very singular construction,
the purest dialect.of whlch was current in the districts round Agra
and chiefly on the poetical ground of Muthurd; and this is com-
monly called the idiom of Vraja. Five words in six, perhaps, of
this' language were derived from the Sanscrit, in which books of
religion and science were composed, and which appears to have
been formed by an exquisite grammatical arrangement, as the
name itzelf implies, from some unpolished idiom; but the basis of
the Hindustdni, particularly the inflections and regimen of verbs,
differed as widely from both those tongues, as Arabic differs
from Persian, or German from Greek. Now the general effect of
conquest is to leave the current language of the conquered people
unchanged, or very little altered, in its ground-work, but to blend
with it a considerable number of exotic names both for things
and for actions; as it has happened in every country, that I can re-
eollectgvhere the conquerors have not preserved their own tongue
unmixed with that of the natives, like the Zurks in Greece, and the
Sazons in Britain; and this analogy might induce us to believe, that
the pure Hindi, whether of Turtarian or Chaldean origin, was
primeval in Upper India, into which the Sanscrit was introduced
by eonquerors from other kingdoms in some very remote age; for
we cannot doubt that the language of the Védas was used in the
grewt extent of country, which has before been delineated, as long
a8 the religion of Brakma has prevailed in it.

The Sanscrit language, whatever be its antiquity, is of a
wonderful structure; more perfoct than the Greek; more copious than
the Lafin, and more exquisitely refined than either, yet bearing to
Both of them a stronger affinity, both in the roots of verbs and in the
forms of grammar, than could possibly have been produced by accis
dent ; so strong indeed, that no philologer could examineg them all
three, 'without belicving them to have sprung from gome common
source, which, perhaps, no longer exists: there is a similar’ reason,
though not quite so forcible, for supposing that both the Gothie
and the Celiic, though blended with a very différent idiom, had
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thesame origin with the Sanscrit ; and the old Persian mightbe
added to the same family, if this were the place for discussing any

‘question concerning the antiquities of Persia.

The characters, in which the languages of India were origin-
ally written, aré called Ndgari, form Nagara, a City, with the word
Déva sometimes prefixed, because they are believed to have been
taught by the Divinity himself, who prescribed the artificial order
of them in a voice from heaven. These letters, with no greater
variation in their form by the change of straight lines to curves;
or conversely, than the Cusice alphabet has received in its way to
India, are still adopted in more than twenty kingdoms and states,
from the borders of Cashgar and Khoten, to Rima's bridge, and
from the Sindkhu to the river of Siam;nor can I help believing,
although the polished and elegant Dévandgari may not be so an-
cient as the monumental characters in the caverns of Jaréshindhi,
that the square Chaldaic letters, in which most: Hebrew books are
copied, were originally the same, or- derived from the same proto-
type, both with the Indian and Arabian characters: that the Phe-
nician, from which the Girdek and Roman alphabets were formed by
various changes and inversions, had a similar origin, there can be
little doubt ; and the inscriptions at Canarhd, of which you now
possess a most accurate copy, seem to be compounded of Nagar
and Ethiopic letters, which bedr a close relation to' each other;
both in the mode of writing from the left hand, and in the sin-
gular manner of conecting the vowels with the consonants. These
remarks may favor an opinion entertained by many, that all
the symbols of sound, which at first, probably, were only rude
outlines of the different organs of speech; had a common origin:
the symbols of ideas, now used in Chéna and Japan, and formerly,
perhaps, in Egypt and’ Mezico, are quite of a distinet naturd; but i8
is very remarkable, that the order of sownds in the Chinese grams
mars corresponds nearly with that observed in Zibet, and hardly difs
fers from that, which the Zindis consider as the invention of their
Gods.

IL. Of the Tndian Religion and Philosophy, T shall here say
but little ; beeatise a full account of each would require a separate
volume:'it will be sufficient; in this dissertation to agsume, whit |
Iﬂigllt be prov wd ]J(;}‘nnd controyersy, that we now live among the :
adorers of those very deities, whoe were worshipped undor different
names in old Greece and Ttaly, aud among the' professors of' thosa
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> phitospphical tenets, which the fonic and Attie writers illustrate
with all the beauties of their melodious language. On one hand
we see the trident of NeprunE, the eagle of JUPITER, the satyrs of
Baccrus, the bow of Cueip, and the chariot of the Sun ; on another
we hear the cymbals of Rura, the songs of the Muses, and the
pastoral tales of Arorro Nomrus. In more retired scenes, in groves,
and in seminaries of learning, we may perceive the Brdlmans
and the Sarmanes, mentioned by Cuemuxs, disputing in the forms
of logic, or discoursing on the vanity of human enjoyments, on
the immortality of the soul, her emanation from the eternal mind,
her ' debasement, wanderings, and final union with her source.
The siz philosophical schools, whose principles are explained in the
Darsana Sastra, comprise all the metaphysics of the old Aecademy,
the Stoa, the Lyceum ; nor is it possible to read the Védanta, or
the many fine compositions in illustration of it, withont believing,
that PyrHAGORAS and Prato derived their sublime theories from
the same fountain with the sages of India. The Seythian and
Hyperborean doctrines and mythology may also be traced in every
part of these eastern regions ; nor can we doubt, that Won or Opgxy,
whose religion, as the northern historians admit, was introduced
into Scandinavia by a foreign race, was the same with Buopr, whose
rites were probably imported into /ndia nearly at the same time,
though received much later by the Chinese, who soften his name
into I'6.

This may be a proper place to ascertain an importaut point in
the Chronology of the Iindis; for the priests of Buppua left in
Tibet and China the precise epoch of his appearance, real or im-
agined, in this Empire ; and their information, which had been pre-
gerved in writing, was compared by the Christian Missionaries and
gcholars with our own era. Courrer, Dy Guiexus, Grorar, and
Bamyy, differ a little in their accounts of this epoch, but that of
Couplet seems the most correct : on taking, however, the medium
of the four several dates, we may fix the vime of Buppna, or the
ninth great incarnation of Visusu, in the year one #housand and
fourteen before  the birth of CaRIST, or twe thousand seven hundred
and ninety-nine years ago. Now the Cashidrians, who houst of
hig. descent in their kingdom, assert ihat he appeared on earth
about figo centnrieg after Krisuxa the Indian Arorro, who took
#o decided o purt in the war of the Mahabharat ; and, if an Toy-
pwlogist were to suppose, that the A i wans had embellished’

L
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heir poetical history of PaxpioxN's expulsion and the restorat
of Ecrus with the Asiatic tale of the Pa'Npus and Y UDHISHTIR,
neither of which words they could have articulated, I should not
hastily deride his conjecture : certain it is, that Pandumandel
is called by the  Greeks the country of Paxpion. We have, there-
fore, determined another interesting epoch, by fixing the age of
Krisuna near the three thousandth year from the present time ;
and, as the three first Avatirs, or descents of VisHnu, relate no
less clearly to an Universal Deluge, in which eight persons only
were saved, than the fourth and jifth do to the punishment of -,
picty and the humiliation of the proud, we may for the present as-
sume, that the second, or silver, age of the Hindis was subsequent
to the dispersion from Babel ; so that we have only a dark inter-
val of about a thousand years, which were employed in the
settlement of nations, the foundation of states or empires, and
the cultivation of civil society. The great incarnate Gods of this
intermediate age are both named RaMa but with different epithets ;
one of whom bears a wonderful resemblance to the Indian Bac-
cuus, and his wars are the subject of several heroic poems. IHe
is represented as a descendent from Surva, or the Suw, as the
husband of Srras, and the son of a princess named CAU'SELYA' : it is
very remarkable, that the Peruvians, whose Jncas boasted of the
same descent, styled their greatest festival Ramasitoe'; whence ‘we
mhy suppose, that  South America was peopled by the same race,”
who imported into the farthest parts of Asia the rites and fabu-
lous history of Rama. These rites and this history are extreme-
ly curious ; and, although I cannot believe with Newron, than
ancient mythology was nothing but historical truth in a poetical
dress, nor, with Bacow, that it consisted solely of moral and
metaphysical allegories, nor with Bryaxm, that all the heathen di-
vinities are only different attributes and representations of the Sun
or of decgased progenitors, but conceive that the whole, system of
religions fables rose, like the Nile, from peveral distingt sources,
yet I cannot but agree, that one great spring and fountain of all
idolatry in the four quarters of the globe wus the veneration paid
by men to the vast body of fire, which * lookd from hig sole dowmi-
pion like the God of this world;"' and another, the immeoderate
respect shown to the memory of pm‘n:rl'uvl or: virtuons ancéstors, '’
especially the founders of kingdoms, legislators, and warriors, of
whom the Sun or the Jfoon were wildly ;supposed to be the parents.
.
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Gor M.  The remains of architecture and sculpture in India, whic

mention here as mere monuments of antiquity, not as specimens
of ancient art, seem to prove an early conncction between this
country and Africa: the pyramids of Zgypt, the colossal statues
described by PAusanias and others, the sphinx, and the Hrrzs
Canis, which last bears a great resemblance to the Varahavatar, or
the incarnation of Visunu in the form of a Boar, indicate the style
and mythology of the same indefatigable workmen, who formed
the vast excavations of Cdndrah, the various temples aud images of
Buppua, and the idols, which are continually dug up at Gayd,
or'in its vieinity. The letters on many of those monument appear;
as I have before intimated, partly of Indian, and partly of
Abyssinian  or Lthiopic, origin ; and all these indubitable facts
may induce no ill-grounded opinion, that Ethiopiu and Hindistin
were peopled or colonized by the same extraordinary race ; in

confirmation of which, it may be added, that the mountaineers of

Bengal and Bahar can hardly be distinguished in some of their
features, particularly their lips and noses, from the modern Abys-
sinians, whom the Arabs call the children of Cusm : and the
ancient FHindis, according to Straso, differed in nothing from
the Africans, but in the straitness and smoothness of their hair,
while that of the others was crisp or woolly ; a difference proceeding
chiefly, if not entirely, from the respective humidity or dryness
of their atinospheres : hence the people who received the first light
of the rising sun, according to the limited knowledge of the
ancients, are said by Arureius to be the Azii and Eihiopians, by
which he clearly meant certain nations of India ; where we fre-
quently see figures of Bupbna with curled hair apparently designed
for a representation of it in its natural state.

IV. It is unfortunate, that the Silpi Sdstra, or ecollection of
treatises on Arts and Manufactures, which must have contained a
treasure of useful information on dying, painting, and metallurgy,
has beon so long neglected, 'that few, if any, traces of it are to be
found ; but the labors of the Indiun loom and negdle have been
universally celebrated ; and fine linen is not improbably supposed to
have been called Sindon, from the name of the river near which it was
wrought in the highest perfection : the people of Colokis were also
famed for this manufacture, and the Zpyphans yet more, as we
lenvn from several passages in seripturg, and particularly from a
beautiful chapter in Ezexiai containing t'ie moet authentie delis’

L,



Silk was fabricated immemorially by the Indians, though
commonly ascribed to the people of Serica or Tancit, among whom
probably the word Sér, which the Greeks applied to the silk-worm

signified gold; a sense, which it now bears in 7%e¢t. That the Hin- -

dis were in early ages a comunercial people, we have many reasons

to believe ; and in the first of their sacred law-tracts, which they,

guppose to have been revealed by MENU many millions of years ago,
we find a curious passage on the legal wnterest of money, and the

limited rate of it in different_cases, with an exception in regard .

to adventures at sea ; an exception, which the sense of mankind ap-
proves, and which commerce absolutely requires, though it was not
before the reign of Cmaries L. that our own jurisprudence fully
admitted it in respect of maritime contracts.

We are told by the Grecian writers, that the Indians were
the wisest of nations ; and in moral wisdom, they were.certainly
emineunt : their Niti Sastra, or System of Ethics, is yet preserved,
and the Fables of VisuxusermAN, whom ridiculously call Pelpay
are the most beautiful, if not the most ancient, collection of apo-
logues in the world : they were first translated from the Sansert,
in the sizth century, by the order of BuzercHUMILR, or Bright as the
sun, the chief physician and afterwards Vezir of the great Asusar-
REVAN, and are extant under various names in more than twenty
languages; but their original title is Hitopadesa, or Amicable Instruc-
tion ; and, as the very existence of /Esop, whom the Arabs \believe
to have been an Abyssinian,, appears rather doubtful, I am not
disinelined to suppose, thatithe first moral fables, which appeared
in Europe, were of Indian or Lthiopian origin.

The Hindus are said to have boasted of three inventions, all of
which, indeed, are admirable, the method of instructing by apologuss,
the decimal scale adopted now by all civilized nations, and the game
of Chess, on which they have some curious treatises ; but, if their
pumercus works on Grammar, Logic, Rhetoric, Music, all which
are extant and accessible, were explained in some language general-
1y known, it wonld be found, that they had yet higher pretensions
to the praise of a fertile and inventive genius, Their lighter
Poems are lively and elegant; their Epic, magnificent and sab-
lime in the highest degree ; their Puran’s comprise  series of
myihological Histories in blank verse from ‘the Creation to the
supposed incarnation of BUDDHA ; and their Vedas, as far as we can.
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from that compendium of them, which is called Upanish L
oitfid with noble speculations in metaphysics; and fine discourses
on the being and attributes of (fod. Their most ancient medical
book, entitled Claraka, is believed to be the work of Srva; for
each of the divinities in their Zriad has at least one  sacred com-
position ascribed to him ; but, as to mere human works on History
and Geography, though they are said to be extant in Cashmir, it
has not been yet in my power to procure them. What their as-
tronomieal and mathematical writings contain, will not, I trust,
remain long a secret : they are easily procured, and their impor-
tance cannot be doubted. The Philosopher, whose works are said
to include a system of the universe founded on the principle of
Attraction and the Central position of the sun, is named YAVAN
AcuHA'RYA, because he had travelled, we are told, into Zomia : if this
be true, he might have been one of those, who conversed with
Pyraacoras ; this at least is undeniable, that a book on astronomy
i Sanscrit bears the title of Yavana Jatica, which may signify the
donie Sect ; nor is it improbable, that the names of the planets and
Zodiacal stars, which the Arabs borrowed from the (Freeks, but which
we find in the oldest Indian records, were originally devised hy the
same ingenious and enterprising race, from whom both (Frecce and
India ‘were peopled ; the race, who, as Dionystus describes them,

———* first assayed the deep,

And wafted merchandise to coasts unknown,

Those, who digested first the starry choir,

Their motions mark’d, and call’d them by their names.’

Of these eursory observations on the Hindus, which it would
require volumes to expand and illustrate, this is the result : that
they had an imuemorial affinity with the old Persians, Ethiopians,
and Egyptians, the Phenicians, Greeks, and Tuscans, the Seythians or
Goths, and Celts, the Chinese, Japanese, and Pervvians; whence, as no
reason appears for believing, that they were a colony from any one
of those nations, or any of those nations from them, we m
conclude that they all procecded from some central country, to inves-
tignte which will be the object of my future Discourses; and I have a
sanguine hope, that your collections during the present year will
bring to light many uscful discoveries ; although the departure for
Lurope of a very ingenious mernber, who first opened the inestima-
ble mine of Sanscrit literature, will often deprive us of accupate and
solid information coneerning the languages and antiquities of Indice.

ay fairly
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'~ ON THE ARABS,
DELIVERED 15tu. FEBRUARY, 1787.,
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GENTLEMEN, i /

HAD the honor last year of opening to you my intention,

nations, who have peopled the continent and islands of Asia;
so 8 to trace, by an historical and philological analysis, the
number of ancient stems, from which those five branches have sever-
ally sprung, and the central region, from which they appear to
have proceeded: yon may, therefore, expect, that, having sub-
mitted to your consideration a few general remarks on the old in-
habitants of India, 1 should now offer my sentiments on some other
nation, who, from a similarity of language, religion, arts, and manners,
may be supposed to have had an early connection with the Mindus; but,
since we find some Asiatic mations totally dissimilar to them in all
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or tost of those particulars; and since the difference will stelke you
more forcibly by animmediate and close comparison, | design at

present to give a short account of a wonderful people, who seem
in every respect so strongly contrasted to the original natives of
this country, that they must have been for ages a distinct and
separate race.

For the purpose of these discourses, I considered /ndia\on its
largest scale, deseribing it as lying between Persia and China, Tar-
tary and Java; and, for the same purpose, I now apply the name of
Arabia, as the Arabian Geographers often apply it, to tliat exten-
sive Peninsula, which the Red Sep divides from Afrea, the ‘great
Assyrian river from Zran, and of which the Erythiean Sea washes
the base; without ex¢luding any part of its westeru side, which

would be completely maritime, if no isthmus intervened bebyeen -

the Mediterransan, and the Sea of Kolsom: that country in showt 1,
call drabia, in which' the Arabie language aud letters, or such as
hive 4 near affirity to hem, have been amemoriadly cupreny,

10438 !
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ably improved: yet, as the Hindus and the people of Yemen were
both commercial nations in a very early age, they were probably
the first instruments of conveying to the western world the gold,
ivory, and perfumes of Jaudia, as well as the fragrant wood, called
dliluwwa in Arabic and aguru in Sanscrit, which grows in the
greatest perfection in Anam or Cockinchina. It is possible too,
that & part of the Arabian Idolatry might have been derived from
the same source with that of the Hindus; but such an intercourse
may be considered as partial and accidental only; nor am I more
convinced, than I was fifteen years ago, when I took the liberty to
animadvert on a passage in the History of Prince KANTEMIR,
that the Zurks have any just reason for holding the coast of
Yemen to be a part of India, and callmg its inhabitants Yellow
Indians.

The Arabs have never been entu’ely subdued; nor has any
impression been made onthem, except on their borders; where, indeed,
the Phenicians, Persians, Ethz'opz'ans, Egyptians, a.nd, in modern
times, the Othman Tartars, have severally acquired settlements;
but, with these exceptions, the natives of Hejaz and Yemen have
preserved for ages the scle dominion of their deserts and pastures,
their mountains and fertile valleys: thus, apart from the rest of
mankind, this extraordinary peuple have retained their primitive
manners and language, features and character, as long and as re-
markably as the Hindus themselves. All the genuine Arabs, of Syria
whom I knew in Hurope, those of Yemen, whom I saw in the isle
of Hinzuan, whither many had come from Maskat for the purpose
of trade, and those of Hejaz, whom 1 have met in Bengal, form a
striking contrast to the Hindwu inhabitants of these provinces: their
eyes are full of vivacity, their speech voluble and articulate, their
deportment mauly and dignified, their apprehension quick, their
minds always present and attentive ; with a spirit of independence
appearing in the countenancés even of the lowest among them.
Men will always differ in their ideas of civilization, each measuring
it by the habits and prejudices of his own country; but, if courtesy

- and urbanity, a love of poetry and eloquence, and the practice of
exaltod virtues be a juster measure of perfect society, we have
certain proof, that the people of Arabia, bo'h on p'aius and in eitibs,

‘."’v. ‘\" 4
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blican and monarchical states, were eminently civilize
11y ages befo e their conquest of Persia. /

It is deplorable, that the ancient History of this majestic
race should be as little known in detail before the time of Dh#
Yezen, as that of the Hindus before Vieramaditya; for, although
the vast historical work of Alnwwawri, and the Murujuldhahab, or
Golden Meadows, of Almasiuidi, contain chapters on the kings of
Himyar, Ghasdn, and Hirah, with lists, of them and sketches of their
several reigns, and although Genealogical Tables, from which chro-
nology might be better ascertained, are prefixed to many compo-
sitions of the old Arabian Poets, yet most manuscripts are so incort -
rect, and so many contradictions are found in the best of them,
that we can scarce lean upon tradition with security, and must
have recourse to the same media for investigating the history of -
the Arabs, that I before adopted in regard to that of the Indians;
namely, their lunguage, letters, and religion, their ancient monuments,
and the certain remains of their arts; on each of which heads I
shall touch very concisely, having premised, that my observations
will in" general be confined to the state of Arabia before that
singular revelution, at the beginning of the seventh century, the
effects of which we feel at this day from the Pyrencan mountains,
and the Danube, to the farthest parts of the Indian Ewmpire, and
even to the Eastern Islands. A

L. For the knowledge, which any Furopean, who. pleasés, may

attain of the Arabian language, we are principally ,indefbted to
the university of Leyden ; for, though several [talians have as-
sidupusly laboured in the same wide field, yet the fruit of their
labours has been rendered almost useless by more commodious
and more accurate works printed in Holland : and, though Pocock
certainly accomplished much, and was able to accomplish any
thing, yet the Academical ease, which he enjoyed, and his thedlogic-
al pursuits, induced him to leave unfinished the valuable work of
Maiddni, which he had prepared for publication ; nor, eveén if that
rich mine of Arabiarn Philology had scen the light, would it have
borne any comparison with the fifty dissertations of Harird, which
the first ALBERT ScHULIENS translated and explained, though' he
sent abroad but few of them, and has left his worthy grandson,
from whom perhaps Maiddni also may be expected, the honor .
of publishing the rest: but the palm of glory in this branch of
literature is due to Gourus, whose works are equally profound
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; 80 perspicuous in method, that they may always

ulted without fatigue, and read without languor, yet so a-
bundant in matter, that any man, who shall begin with his noble
edition of ‘the Grammar compiled by his master Erernius, and
proceed, with the help of his incomparable dictionary, to study his
History of Zuimiw by Ibni Arabshdh, and shall make himself com-
plete master of that sublime work, will understand the learned
Aragic better than the deepest scholar at Constantinople or at
Mecea.  The Arabic language, therefore, is almost wholly in our
power ; and, as it is unquestionably one of the most ancient in
the world, so it yields to_none ever spoken by mortals in the num-
ber of its words and the precision of its phrases ; but it is equally
true and wonderful, that it bears not the least resemblance, either in
words or the structure of them, to the Sanserit, or great parent
of the Indian dialects ; of which dissimilarity I will mention two

L

remarkable instances : the Sanscrit, like the Greek, Persian, and
Y 2 3

German, delights in compounds, but, in a much higher degree,
and indeed to such excess, that I could produce words of more
than twenty syllables, not formed Indicrously, like that by which

. - e (o
the buffoon in ArisTorHANES describes a feast, but. with perfect

*seriousness, on the most solemn oceasions, and in the most elegant
works ; while the Arabic, on the other hand, and all its sister
dialeets, abhor the composition of words, and invariably express
very complex ideas by circumnlocution ; so that, if a compound word
be found in any genuine language of the Arabian Peninsula,
(Zenmerdah for instance, which occurs in the Hamasah) it may at
once be pronounced an exotic. Again ; it is the genius of the
Sanscrit, and  other languages of the same stock, that the roots
of verbs be almost universally biliteral, so that Jive and  twenty
hundred such roots might be formed by the composition of the
fifty Indian letters ; but the Arabic roots are as universally #rd-
literal, so that the composition of the #wenty-eight Arabian letters
would give near fwo and twenty thousand elements of the lauguage :
and thiz will demonstrate the surprising extent of it ; for, although
great numbers of its roots are confessedly lost, 'and some, per-
hape, ‘were never in use, yet, if we suppose ten thousand of them
(without reckoning guadriliterals ) to exist, and each of them fto
admit only jfize variations, one with ancther, in forming derivatiye
aumns, even then a perfect Arabic dietiomary uu;_:;le to eontain
Sifty thowsand words, each of which mny receive a multjtude | of
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- n ges by the rules of grammar. The derivatives in Sar

are considerably more numerous : but a farther comparison between
the two langu.a,ges is here unnecessary; since, in whatever light
we view them, they seem totally distinet, and must have been
invented by two different races of men ; nor do I recollect a single
word in common between them, except Surwj, the plural of Siray
meaning both a lamp and the sun, the Sanscrit name of which is,
in Bengal, pronounced Sirja; and even this resemblance may
be purely accidental. We may easily believe with the Hindus,
that 7ot even INDRA himself and his heapenly bands, much less any.
‘mortal, ever comprehended in his mind such an’ ocean of words as
their sacred language contains, and with the Arabs, that no man
man uninspired was ever a complete master of Arabic: in fach
no person, I believe, now living in Furope or Asia, can read
without study an hundred couplets together in amy collection
of ancient Arabian poems; and we are told, that the great author
of the Rdmis learned by accident from the mouth of a child,
in a village of Arabia, the meaning of three words, which he
had long sought in vain from grammarians, and from books, of
the highest reputation. It is by approximation alone, that a
knowledge of these two venerable langnages can be acquired ;
and, with moderate attention, enough of them both may be
known, to delight and instruct us in an infinite dégree : I com-
clude this head with remarking, that the nature of the Ethiopie
dialect scems to prove an early establishment of the drads in part
of Ethiopia, from which they were afterwards expelled, and attack-
ed even in their own cotdntry by the Abyssinians, who had been
invited over as auxiliaries against the tyrant of Yemen about a
century before the birth of ManoMmED.

Of the characters, in which the old compositions of \drabia
were written, we know but little ; except that the Kordn originally
appeared in those of Cisak, from which the modern Avabian let-
ters, with all their elegant variations, were, derived, and which un-
questionably had a common origin with the Hebraw or Chaldaie ;
but, as to the Himyaric letters, or those which we see mentioned
by the name of Almusnad, we are still in total' darkness ; the
traveller Nipsumr having been unfortunately prevented from Visit-
ihg some ancient monuments in Yymen, which wre said to have' in;
gofiptions on them : if those letters bear a strong resgmblance to
the Nagari, and if a story current Ib India be true, that somes
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Hindg/merchants heard the Sunscrit language spoken in Arabia the
Happy, we might be confirmed in our opinion, tha. an intercourse
formerly subsisted between the two nations of opposite coasts,
but should have no reason to believe, that they sprang from the
same immediate stock. The first syllable of Hamyar, as many
Luropeans write it, might perhaps induce an Etymologist to derive
the Arabs of Yemen from the great ancestor of the /ndians ; but
we must observe, that Himyar is the proper appellation of those
Arabs ; and many reasons concur to prove, that the word is
purely Arabic: the similarity of some proper names on the bor-
ders of India to those of Arabia, as the river Arabius, a place called
Araba, a people named Aribes or Arabies and another called Szbaz
is indeed remarkable, and may hereafter furnish me with obser-
vations of some importance, but not at all inconsistent with my
present ideas.

II. It is generally asserted, that the old religion of the
Arabs was entirely Sabian ; but I can offer so little accurate infor-
mation concerning the Sabian faith, or even the meaning of the
word, that I dare not yet speak on the subject with confidence.
This at least is certain, that the people of ¥emen very soon fell into
the common, but fatal, error of adoring the Sun and the Firma-
ment ; for even the #hird in descent from YorTAN, who was conse-
quently as old as Namor, took the surname of Aspusuams, or
Servant of the Sun ; and his family, we are assured, paid particular
honors to that luminary : other tribes worshipped the planets
and fixed stars ; but the religion of the poets at least seems to have
been pure Theism ; and this we know with certainty, because we
have Arabian verses of unsuspected antiquity, which contain pious
and elevated sentiments on the goodness and justice, the power
and omnipresence, of ALLAH, or THE Gop. If an inscription, said
to have been found on marble in Yemen, be authentic, the ancient
mhabitants of that country preserved the religion of Errr, and
professed a belief i miracles and a future state.

We are also told, that a strong resemblance may be found
between the religions of the pagan Arebs and the Hindus ; but,
though this may be true, yet an agreement in worshipping the sun
and stars will not prove an affinity between the two mnations : the
powers of God represented as female deities, the adovation of stones,
and the name of the Idol Wuonn, may ,lead us indeed to suspect,
that some of the Hindu superstitions had found/their way into
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a conqueror or iegislator as the great Sesac, who is said to have
raised pillars in Yemen as well as at the mouth of the Ganges, yet,
since we know, that SAcya is a title of Bubpra, whom I suppose
to be WobEN, since BupDHA was not a native of Indio, and since
the age of Sesac perfectly agrees with that of Sacya, we may
form a plausible conjecture, that they were in fact the same person,
who travelled eastward. from ZEthiopia, either as a!warrior or as |
a lawgiver, about a thousand years before Curist, and whose rites
we now see extended as far as the country of Niphon; or, as
the Chinese call it, Japuen, both words signifying the Rising Sun. -
Sacya may be derived from a word meaning power, or from
another denoting wvegetable food ; so that this epithet will not
determine, whether he was a hero or a philosopher; but the
title Buppma, or wise, may induce us to believe, that he was
rather a benefactor, than a destroyer, of his species : if his
religion, however, was really introduced into any part of Arabia, it
could not have been general in that country; and we may safely
pronounce, that before the Makommedan revolution, the noble and
learned Arabs were Theists, but that a stupid idolatry prevailed
among the lower orders of the people. \

I find no trace among them, till their emigration, of any
Philosophy but Ethics; and even their system of morals, generous
and enlarged as it seems to have been in the minds of a 'few illustri-
ousichieftains, was on the whole miserably depraved for a century
at least before ManommED: the distinguishing virtues, which they
boasted of inculcating and practising, were a contempt of riches
and even of death; but, in the age of the Seven poets, their liberality
had deviated into mad profusion, their courage into ferocity, and
their patience into an obstinate spirit of encountering fruitless.
dangers; but I forbear to expatiate on the manners of the Mrabs
in that age, because the poems, entitled Almodllakat, which have
appeared in our own language, exhibit an exact picture ‘of their
virtues and their vices, their wisdom and their folly; and show
what may be constantly expected from men of open hearts and
bni]jug passions, with no law to contrel, and little religion to re-
strain, them.

II1. Few monuments of antiquity are prescrved in drabia, and
of those few the best accounts arel very unc-.r.n'talu; but we are

assured, that insoriptions on rocks and mountains are still seen in
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sovarigue parts of the Peninsula; which, if they are in any know
guage, and if correct copies of them can be procured, may 1)9
decyphered by easy and infallible rules.

The first ArBERT ScHULTENs has preserved in his Ancient
Memorials of Arabia, the most pleasing of all his works, two little
poems in an elegiac strain, which are said to have been found,
about the middle of the seventh century, on some fragments of
ruined edifices in Hadramiit near Aden, and are supposed to be of
an indefinite, but very remote, age. It may naturally be asked: In
what characters were they written? Who decyphered them? Why
were not the original letters preserved in the book, where the
verses are cited ? What became of the marbles, which Abdurraliman,
then governor of Yemen, most - probably sent to the Kalif at
Bagdad? 1f they be genuine, they prove the people of ¥Yemen to
have been ‘herdsmen and warriors, inhabiting a fertile and well-
watered country full of game, and near a fine sea abounding with
fish, under a monarchical government, and dressed in green silk
or vests of needlework,’ either of their own manufacture or im-
ported from India. The measure of these verses is perfectly
regular, and the dialect undistinguishable, at least by me, from
that of Kuraish; so that, if the Arabian writers were much addicted
to literary impostures, 1 should strongly suspect them to be
modern compositions on the instability of human greatness, and the
consequences of irreligion, illustrated by the example of the
Himyarie princes ; and the same may be suspected of the first poem
quoted by Scumurress, which he ascribes to an Arab in the age
of SoLoMoN.

The supposed houses of the people called 7hamid are also
still to' be seen in excavations of rocks; and, in the time of
Tasgizr the Grammarian, a castle was extant in  Yemen, which
bore the name of Avavsar, anold bard and warrior, who first,
we are told, formed his army, thence called dibhamis, in five ])m‘ti,
by which arrangement he 'defeated the troops of Himyar in an
expedition against Sanda.

Of pillars erected by Sesac, after his invasion of Yemen, we
find no mention in Arabian histories ; and, perhaps, the story has
no more foundation than another told by the Greeks and adopted
by Newron, that the Arabs worshipped Uraxta, and even Baccuus
by name, which, they say, means groat in Arabic ; but where they
found such 4 word, we cannot discover ¥ itis trae, that Bebeu)

L
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fids a great and tunndtuous erowd, and, in this sense, is
¢ of the sacred city commonly called Hecca. ,

The Cabah, or quadrangular edifice at Mecea, is indisputably
50 ancient, that its original use, and the name of its builder, ave
lost in a cloud of idle traditions. An Arab told me gravely, that it
was raised by ABRAHAM, who, as I assured him, was never there:
others ascribe it, with more probability, to Ismairn, or one of his
immediate descendants ; but whether it was built as 'a place of
divine worship, as a fortress, as a sepulchre, or as a monument of the
treaty between the old posgessors of Arabia and the sons of KinAg,
antiquaries may dispute, but no mortal can determine. It is’
thought by Rrranp to have been the mansion of some ancicnt
Patriarch, and revered on that account by his posterity; but the room,
in which we now are asscmbled, would contain the whole Arabian '
edifice; and, if it were large emough for the dwelling-house of «
patriarchal family, it would seem. ill adapted to the pastoral manners
of the Kedarites: a Persian author insists, that the true name of
Mecca is- Maheadah, or the Temple of the Moon ; but, although we
may sniile at his etymology, we cannot but think it probable, that
the Cabah was originally designed for religious purposes. Throe
couplets axe cited in an Arabic History of this Building, which, from
their extreme simplicity, have less appearance of imposture than
other verses of the same kind: they are aseribed to Asan, a Tubba,,
or king by suceession, who is generally allowed to have. reigned in
Yemeh an hundred and twenty-eight ycars before Canist’s birth, und
they commemorate, without any poctical imagery, the magnificence
of the prince in eovering the holy temple with. striped cloth and fine
linen, and in making keys jor its gate. This temple, however, the
sanctity of which was restored by Manommen, had been strangely
profaned at the time of his birth, when it was usual to decorate its
walls with pocms en all subjects, and often on the triumphs of
Arabian gallantry and the praises of Grecian wine, which the mer- '
chants of Syriabrought for sale into the deserts, !

I'rom the want of materials on the subjeet of Arabian antiqui-
ty, we find it very difficult to fix the Chronology of the Ismam-
lites with aceu racy beyond the time of ApNaN, frgm whom the im-
postor was desgcended in the Twenty-first degree ; and, although we
have genealogios of Angaman and other Hinyaric bards us' high
as the thivideth degree, or for a period of nine hundred yoars at loaxt,
vet we can hardly depend on themy so far, as to establish a complete

! T
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iy ogical syqtem : by reasoning downwards, hcwever, we may
a‘zcert.un some points of cosiderable importance. *The universal
tradition of Yemen is, that YorraN, the son of Eser, first
settled his fmmly in that country; w hich settlement, by the cotupu-
tation admitted in Ewrope, must have been above Three thousand siz
lamndred years ago, and nearly at the time, when the Hindus, under
the conduct of Ra'ma, were subduing the first inhabitants of these
regions, and extending the fndian Empire froth Ayddhyd or Oude
as far as the isle of Sinkal or Sylan. According to this calculation,
Nuvmax, king of Yemen in the ninth generatlon from Eper, was
contemporqrv with JOSEPH ; and, if a verse composed by that prince,
and quoted by ABULFEDA, was really preserved, as it might eaell}
have been, by oral tradition, it proves the great 'mthun;v of the Adrab-
2an lann'uque and metre. This is a lltu"xl version of the couplet:

¢ When thou, who art in power, conductest affairs with courtesy,
thou attainest the high honors of those, who are most exalted,
and whose mandatea are obeyed.” We are told, that, from an
elegant verh in this distich, the royal poet acquired the surname
of Almuddfer, or the Courteous. - Now the reasons for believing this
verse genuine are its brevity, which made it casy to be remember-
ed, and the good sense comprised in it, which made it become
proverbial ; t0 which we may add, that the dialeet is apparently
old, and differs in three words from the idiom of Hejaz : the
reasons for doubting are, that sentences and verses of indefinite
antiquity are sometimes aseribed by the Arabs to particular persons
of ¢éminenece ; and they even go so far asto cite a pathetic elegy
of Apawm bimgelf on the death of ABer, but in very good Arabic
and correct measure.  Such are the doubts, which nocumrily must
m‘mc on such a subjeet ; yet we have no need of aneient - monu-
ment,-; or traditions to prove all that our analysis requires, namely,
that the Arabs, both of Hegaz and Yemen, sprang from a stock
enti’ﬂ:ly different from that of the Hindus, and that their first
establishments in the respective countries, where we now find
them, were nearly coeval.

1 eatinot finish this article without obgerving, that, when the
King of Danmark’s ministers instructed the Danish travellers to
collect historical hooks in Arabic, but not to l;uﬂ) themselves with
proeuring Arabian pocms, they certainly wore ignoraut, that the
only monnments of old Arabian nlmtnr)' are collections of poetical
ploean and the commentarios on them; that-all méworable trahspe-
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ey in Arabia were recorded in verse ; and that more certain l i

1y be knoyvn by reading the Hamasah, the Diwdn of Hudhail,
and the valuable work of Obaidullah, than by turning over a
hundred volumes in prose, unless indeed those poems are cited by
the historians as their authorities. ‘ A
1V. The manners of the Hejizi Arabs, which have continued,
we know, from the time of SorLomoN to the present age, were by |
no means favorable to the cultivation of arts; and, as to sciences,
we have no reason to believe, that they were acquainted with any;
¢ for the mere amusement of giving names to stars, which were use-
ful to them in their pastoral or predatqry rambles through the/
deserts, and in their observations on the weather, can hardly be
considered as a material part of astronomy. The ounly arts, in
which they pretended to excellence, (1 except horsemanship and,
military accomplishments ) were poetry and rhetoric : that we have
none of their compositions in prose before the Kordn, may bae
ascribed, perhaps, to the little skill, which they seem to have had
in writing ; to their predilection in favor of poetical measure, and
to the facility, with which verses are committed to memory ; ouk
.. all their stories prove, that they were ecloquent in a high degree,
and possessed wonderful powers of speaking without preparation
in flowing and forcible periods. 1 have never been able to diseover,
what was meant by their books, called Rawdsim, but suppose,
that they were collections of their common, or ecustomary, lawe
Writing was so little practised among them, that their old poems, *
which are now accessible to us, may almost be considered as origin-
ally unwritten 3 and I am inclined to think, that SamuerL Jonx-
SON'S reasoning, on the exireme imperfection of unwritten lan-
guages, was 100 general ; since alanguage, that is only spokeny
may nevertheless be highly - polished by a people, who, like the
ancient Arabs, make the improvement of their idiom a natjonal
concern, appoint solemn assemblies for the purpose of displaying
their poetical talents, and hold it a duty to ‘exercise thelr :childruu
in getting by heart their most approved compositions, )

The people of Yenaen had possibly more machanical arts, and,
perhaps, more Scionee ; but, althongh their ports must have heen the
emporia of considerable commeree 'bel,w\'('l.l ID;f/.l‘/])ﬁ'm)d T_mﬁa or
part of Persia, yet we have no  certain prmnia of their 1)&‘0ﬁdﬂpcy \
in navigation or even in mann factupes. l‘h*}“ the dwabs of the de-,
sert had musical instruments, aud names for the different notes, '
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it they were greatly delighted with melody, we kyow fr
Ives ; bub their lutes and pipes were probanly yery simple,
and their music, 1 suspect, was little more than a natural and
tuneful recitation of their elegine verses and love-songs. The
sibgular property of their language, in shunning compound words,
may be urged, according to Bacon’s idea, as a proof, that they had
made no progress in arts, ‘which require, says he, a ‘variety of
combinations to express the complex notions arising from them;’
but the singularity may perhaps be imputed wholly to the genius
of the language, and the taste of those;” who spoke it ; since the
old Germans, who knew no art, appear to have delighted in com-
pound words, which poetry and oratory, one would conceive, might
require as much as any meaner art whatsoever.

So great, on the whole, was the strength of parts or capacity,
¢ither natural or acquired from habit, for which the Arabs were
ever distinguished, that we cannot be surprized, when we see that
blaze of genius, which they displayed, as far as their arms extended,
when they burst, like their own dyke of Arim, through their
ancient limits, and spread, like an inundation, over the great empire
of fram. That a race of Tdzis, or Coursers as the Persians call them,
‘who drank the milk of camels and fed on lizards, should entertain
a thought of subduing the kingdom of Frmipun' was considered
by the General of YrzpeGirn's army as the strongest instance of
fortune’s levity and mutability ; but Figpauvsy, a complete master
of Asiatic manners, and singularly impartial, represents the Arabs,
even in the age of Fertouy, as ‘disclaiming any kind of dependence
on that monarch, exulting in their liberty, delighting in eloquence,
acts of liberality, and martial achievements, and thus making
the whole earth, says the poet, red as wine with the blood of their
foes, 'and the aiv like a forest of canes with their tall spears
With such a character they were likely to conquer any country,
that -they could invade ; and, if Arpxanper had invaded their do-
minions, they would nnquestionably have made an obstinate, and
probably a succersful, resistance.

But I have detained you too long, gentlemen, with a nation, who
lwve ever been my favorites, and hope at our next auniversary
meeting Lo travel with you over a part of Asia, which exhibits a
race of men distinet both from the Hindus and from thé Arabs
Iy the mean time it shall be my care to superintend the publication
of your transactions, in which, if the learned inZurope have npt
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their expectations too high, they will not, I believe, bert I I

wointed my own imperfect essays [ always except ; but, though
my other engagements have prevented my attendance on your
society for the greatest part of last year, and I have set an ex-
ample of that freedom from restraint, without which no society can
flourish, yef, as my few hours of leisure will now be devoted to
Sunserit literature, L cannot but hope, though my chief object be
a knowledge of Hindu Law, to make some discovery in other
sciences, which I shall impart with humility, and which you will,
[ doubt not, receive with indulgence.



THE FIFTH
ANNIVERSARY DISCOURSE,
e ON THE TARTARS,
; DELIVERED 21sr, FEBRUARY, 1785,

! Do

T the close of my last address to you, Gentlemen, T de-
clared my design of introducing to your notice a people of
Asia, who seemed as different in most respects from the
? Hindus and Arabs, asthose two nations had been shown
to differ from each other ; 1 meant the people, whom we call
Toriars : but I enter with extreme diffidence on my present sub-
Ject, because I have little knowledge of the Turtarian dialects; and
the gross errors of Furopean writers on Asiatic literature have
long convinced me, that no satisfactory account can be given of
any nation, with whose language we are not perfectly acquainted,
Such evidence, however, as I have procured by attentive reading
and scrupulous inquiries, I will now lay before you, interspersing
such remarks as I could not but make on that evidence, and sub-
witting the whole to your impartial decision.

Conformably to the method before adopted in deseribing
Arabia and India, 1 consider Tartary also, for the purposé of this
discourse, on its most extensive scale, and request your attention,
whilst I trace the largest boundaries that are assignable to it : con-
cieve a line drawn from the mouth of the Obi to that of the Dnieper,
and,‘bringing it back eastward across the Huwine, so as to include
the peninsula of Krim, extend it along the foot of Caucasus, by the
rivers hwur and Aras, to the Caspian lake, from the opposite shore
of which follow the course of the Jiahun and the chain of Caucasean
hills as far as those of Jmaus : whence continue the line beyond the
Chinese wall to the White Mountain and the country of Yetso; skirt-
g the borders of Pergia, India, China, Corea, but including part of
Russia; with all the districts which lie between the Glacial sea,
and that of Japan. M. Dr Guienes, whose great work om the
Huns whounds more in solid learning than in rhetorical ornamenits,
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AN ‘@ sen/ts us, hov-ever, witha mqamﬁcent image of this wide reg L
"1bmo‘ it as a stupendous edifice, the bcams and pillars of which
are many ranges of lofty hills, and the ‘dome, one prodigious
mountain, to which the Chinese give the epithet of Celestial, with a
considerable number of broad rivers flowing down its sides : if the
niansion be so amazingly sublime, the land around it is proportion-
ably extended, but more wonderfully diversified ; for some parts
of it are incrusted withice, others parched with influned air and |
covered with a kind ' of lava ; here we meet with immense tracts of
sandy deserts and forests almost impenetrable ; there, with gardens,
groves, and meadows, perfumed with thusk, watered by num:
berless rivulets and abounding in fruits and flowers ; and, from
east to west, lie many considerable provinces, which appear as
valleys in comparison of the hills towering above them, but in
truth are the flat sumnmits . of the highest mountains in the world,
or at least the highest in Asiz.  Near one fourth in latitude of this
extraordinary region is in.the same charming climate with” Greeee,
and Ttaly, and Provencey another fourth in that of England, Germany,
and the northern parts of France ; but the llz/perbm ean countries
can have few beautics to rnwmmond them, at least in the present
state of the earth’s temperature : to the south, on the frontiers of
Iran arve the beautiful vales of Soghd with the celebrated cities of
Samarkand and Bokhara ; on those of Tibet are the territories of
Cashghar, Khoten, Chegil and  Khaia, all famed for porfumua and
for the beauty of their inhabitants; and on those of China lies the
conntry of Chin, unucml) a powerful kingdom, which name, like
that of Khata, has in modern times been given to the whole Chinese
empire, where such an appellation would be thought an insult.
We must not omit the fine territory of Zaneit, which was known
to the Grecks by the name of Serica, and considered by them as
farthest eastern extremity of the habitable globe. ‘
Seythia seems to be the general name, which the ancient

Suropeans gave to as much as they knew of the country ﬂlunbmm(lvd
and \(‘wr:ln d; but, whether that word be deri ed, s Prany seoms
t0 intimate. from Sdeud, a people Known by a similar name to. tha
Glrecks and Persians, or, 88 Bryant imggines, from ¢ Tuthia, or, a
Colonel -Varnancny believes, from words denoting novigation, or,

a8 it might have been sup posed, from a (Froek voot: ymplying wrath
andd hrovn\. this at least is cortain,’ that as Indva, China,  Pensiay,

dupan, ‘atc not appellations of thase countries i the " languages of
Al
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ftions, who inhabit them, so neither Seythia ror Tartary ar
€%, by which the inhabitants of the country rnow under our
consideration have ever distinguished themselves. Tatdristin is,
indeed, a word used by the Persians for the south-western part of
Seythia, where the musk-deer is said to be common; and the name
Tatar s by some considered as that of & particular tribe; by others,
as that of a small river only; while ZWran, as opposed to [rdn,
seems to mean the ancient dominion of AFRASIAB to the north and
east of the Owrus. There is nothing more idle than a debate
concerning names, which after all are of little consequence, when
our ideas are distinct without them: having given, therefore, a
correct notion of the country, which I proposed to examine, I shall
not seruple to call it by the general name of Zartary; though I am
conscious of using a term equally improper in the pronunciation
and the application of it.

T artary then, which contained, according to Prvy, an
innumerable multitude of nations, by whom the rest of Asia and all
Burope has in different ages been over-run, -is denominated, as
various images have presented themselves to various fancies, the
great hive of the northern swarms, the nursery of irresistible legions,
and, by a stronger metaphor, the foundery of the human race; but
M. Bamvy, a wonderfully ingenious man and a very lively writer,
seems first to have considered it as the eradle of our specics, and tb
have supported an opinion, that the whole ancient world was
enlightened by sciences brought from the most northern parts of
Seythia, particalarly from the banks of the Jenisea, or from 'the
{lyperborean regions: all the fables of old Greece, Italy, Persia, India,
he derives from the north; and it must be owned, that he maintains
his paradox with acuteness and learning. Great learning ad oreat
u(:utenes}s, together with the charms of a most engaging style, were
indeed necessary to render even tolerable a system, which places
an earthly paradise, the gardens of Hesperus, the islands of the
Macartes, the groves of Elysivm, if not of Eden, the heaven of INDRA,
the Peristan, or faivy-land, of the Persian poets, with its city of
diamonds and its country of Shadeam, so named from Pleasure and
Love, not in any elimate, which the common sense of mankind
considers as the geat of delights, but beyond the mouth of the Obf,
in the Frozen Sea, in & region equalled only by that, where the wild
imagination of Dante fed him to fix the worst of eyiminals in o
state of punichment sfter doath, and of which Ae coufd not, he aays,
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(dllink withcnt shivering. A very curious passage in a frac
CTARCH on the figure in the Moow's orb, naturally induced
M. Batnny to place Ogygia in the north, and he concludes that island,
as others have concluded rather fallaciously, to be the A#lantis of
Praro, but is at a loss to determine, whether it was ZIeeland or
Granland, Spitzburgh or New Zembla : among so many charms it
was difficult, indeed, to give a preference ; but our philosopher,
though as much perplexed by an option of beauties as the shepherd
of Ida, seems on the whole to think Zembla the most worthy of the
golden fruit ; because it is indisputably an'island, and lies opposite:
to a gulf near a continent, from which a’ great number of rivers
descend into the: ocean. He appears equally distressed among
five nations, real and imaginary, to fix upon that, which the Greeks
named A#antes ; and his conclusion in both cases must remind us
of the showman at Eton, who, having pointed out in his box all
the crowned heads of the world, and being asked by the school--
boys, who looked through the glass, which was the Emperor;:
which the Pope, which the Sultan, and which the Great Mogul,
answered eagerly, ‘which you please, young gentlemen, which you
please.” His letters, however, to Vorrame, in which heunfolds his
new gystem to his friend, whom he had not been able to com'hfce, are
by no means to be dérided ; and his general proposition, that srts
and geiences had their source in Turtary, deserves alonger examing-
tionithan can be given to it in this discourse: I shall, hovertheless,
with your permission, shortly diseuss the question under the
several heads, that will présent themselves in order. :

Although we may natwrally suppose, that the nuthberless
communities of Tartars, some of whom are established in great
cities, and some encamped on plains in ambulatory mansions, which
they remove from pasture to pasture, must be as different in, their
features as in their dialects, yet,among those who have not emigrated
into another country and mixed with another nation, we may
discern a family likcﬁuss, especially in their eyes and countenance,
and in that configuration of lineaments, which we generally call a
Tertar face; but, without making anxious inquiries, whether all the
inhabitants of the vast region heforé described Nave similar foatures,
we may conclude from those, whom we have' seen, and from
the uri;z;inu] portraits of Taimur and his «!esn‘en«l:mls. that"the
Twrttars in  general differ wholly in complexion and countenance
from the Hindus and from the Arabs ; an,observation, which tendy
@
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/ ,
¢ degree to confirm- the account given by wodern ' Zurth
selves of their descent from a common ancestor. . Unhappily
their lineage cannot be proved by authentic pedigrees or historical
monuments ; for all their writings extant, even those in, the Mogul
dialect, are long subsequent to the time of MamoMmED ; nor is it
possible to distinguish their genuine traditions from those of the
Arabs, whose religious opinions they have in general adopted. At
the beginning of the fourteenth century, Khwajah Rasgm, surnamed
FADLULLAR, a native of Kozwin; compiled his account of the
Tartars and Mongals from the papers of one Punam, swhom the
great grandson of Horacu' had sent into Tutaristan for the sole
purpose of collecting historical information ; and the commission
itself shows, how little the Zartarian Princes really knew of their
own origin. From this work of Rasurp, and from other materials,
Apv'Lena'zr, King of Khwarezm, composed in the Mogul language
his Genealogical History, which, having been purchased from a
merchant of Bokhara by some Swedish- officers, prisoners of war
in Siberia, has found its way into several European tongues: it con-
tains much wvaluable matter, but, like all MAanoMMEDAN histories,
exhibits tribes or nations ay individual sovereigns ; and, if Baron
D Torr had not strangely neglected to procure a copy of the
Taratarian history, for the original of which he unnccesgarily offered
a large sum, we should probably have found, that it begins with
an account of thesdeluge taken from the Aoran, and proceeds to
rank Ture, Ci'y, Tarar, and Moxncar, among the sons of Yarmr.
The genuine traditional history of the Zartars, in all the books
that I ‘have ingpected, seems to begin with Ocnuz, as that of the
Hindus does with Rama: they place their miraculous Hero and
Patriarch four thousand years before Cnunarz Knay, who was born
in the year 1164, and with whose reign there historical period
commences. [t 18 rather surprizing, that M. Bamry, who makes
froquent appeals to Etymological arguments, has not derived
Oaxaus from Ocauz and Arras from Altw, or the Golden mountain of
Larvtury = the Greek terminations might have been rejected from
hoth words ; and a mere transposition of letters is no difficulty
with an Etymologist.

My remarks in this address, gentlemen, will be confined to
the period preceding Cuenarz ; and, althangh the learned labours
of M. De Guiexns and the fathers Vispevou, Demawrs, and
(aumin, who have made an incomparable use of their Chinese

5
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= m'e, exliibit probable accounts of -the * Tartars from a
“arly age, yet “the old historians of China were not only foreign,
but generally hostile, to them, and for both those reasons, either
through ignorance or malignity, may be suspected of misrepresent-
ing their transactions : if they speak truth, the ancient history of
the ZTartars presents us, like most other histories, with a series of
assassinations, plots, treasons, massacres, and all the natural fruits,
of selfish ambition. I should have noinclination to give you a sketch
of such horrors, even if the occasion called for it ; and will barely
observe, that the first king of the Hywmna's or Huns began his
reign, according to Visprrou, about three thousand jive hundred
and swty years ago, not long after the time fixed in my former
discourses for the first regular establishments of the Hindus and
Avrabs in their several countries. ‘
I.  Our first inquiry, concerning the languages and letiors of
the Zartars, presents us with a deplorable void, or with a.prospect
as barren and dreary as that of their deserts. The Zaytars, in
general, had no literature : (in this point all authorities appear
to concur) the Zwurks had no letters : the Huns, according to
Procorius, had not even heard of them : the magnificent CrENGIz,
whose Empire included an area of near eighty square degrees,
could find none of his own Mongals, as the best authors inform us,
able to write his dispatches ; and Tanmun, a savage of |strong na-
tural parts and passionately. fond of hearing histories read to him, -
could himself neither write nor read, It is true, that' Iszu ARram-
SHAN mentions a set of characters called Dilberjin, which were used
in Khatd : ‘he had seen thdm, he says, and found them to consist
of forty-one letters, a distinet symbol being appropriated to each
long and short vowel, and to each consonant hard or soft, or
otherwise varied in' pronunciation; but Khdtd was in southern
Zartary on the eonfines of India ; and, from his deseription of the
characters there in use, we cannot but suspect them to have been
those of Zibet, which are manifestly Jndiarn, bearing a greater resem-
blance to those of Bemgal than to Ddvandgari. The learned and
eloquent Arab adds, ‘that the Tutars of Khaia }vrito., in the Dilberyin
Jetters, all their tales and histoties, tlu‘xir journals, poems, and
migcellanies, their K diplomas, records of state' and justice, the
laws of Cuesciz, their pnhl‘ic registers and their composf'timm )
of ' every species 3 if this be true, the P*’_“Pl“ of l.("“m must have
been @ polished and even a lettered nation ; and it may be true,
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affecting the general position, that the + Taurtars ' w

e ; but IBNU ARABsHAn was a professed rhetorician, and it
15 impossible to read the original passage, without full conviction
that his object in writing it, was to display his power of swordsin a
tlowing and modulated period. He says further, that in Jaghatai the
people of Oighur, as he calls them, have a system of fourteen letters
only, ‘denominated from themselves Oighuri; and those are the
characters, which the Mongals ave supposed by most authors to
haye borrowed : Apu'naHAzl tells us only, that Crmexciz employed,
the natives of Eighur as excellent penmen ; but the Chinese agsert,
that he was forced to employ them, because he had no writers
at all among his natural-born subjects ; and we are assured by
miny, that Kusraiguay ordered letters tp be invented for his nation
by a Tibetiun, whom he rewarded with the dignity of chief Lama.
The small number of Eighurl letters might induce us to believe, that
they were Zend or Pahlavi, which must have been current in that
‘country, when it was governed by the sons of FEripux ; and, if the
alphabet ascribed to the Kighurians by M. Dus Hauresravns be
correct, we may safely decide, that in many of its letters it resem-
bles both the Zend and the Syriac, with a remarkable difference
in the mode of connecting them ; but, as we can scarce hope to
see a genuine specimen of them, our doubt must remain in regard
to their form and origin : the page, exhibited by Hyou as Khatayan
writing, i8 evidently a sort of broken Cusic ; and the fine manus-
eript at Ouaford, from which it was taken, is more probably a
Mendean work on some religious subject than, as he imagined, a code
of Tartarian laws. That very learned man appears to have made
a worse mistake in giving us for Mongal characters apage of
writing, which has the appearance of Japanese, or mutilated Chinese,
letters.

If the Tarfars in general, as we have every reason to believe
bad no written memorials, it connot be thought wonderful, that
their languages, like those of America, should have been in per-
petual fluctuation, and that more than fifty dialects, as Hype had
been ¢redibly informed, should be spoken between Moscow and
China, by the many kindred tribes or their several branches, which
are enwmerated by Apu’remazi. What those dialects are, and
whether they really sprang (rom a common stock, we shall prol-
ably lewrn from Mr, Pavvas, aud othor indefatigablé men em- !
ployed by the Russian court ; and it is from the Russians, thag
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w subjects : 1 persuade myself, that, if their inquiries be
Judiciously made and faithfully reported, the result of ' them will :
prove, that all the languages, properly Zartdrian arose from one
common source : excepting always the jargons of such wanderers
or mountaineers, as, having long been divided from the main body
of the mation, must in a course of ages have framdd separate
idioms for themselves. The only Zartarian language, of which I
have any knowledge, is the Twrkish of Constantinople, which is
however so copious, that whoever shall know it perfectly, will
easily understand, as we are assured by intelligent authors, the
dialects of Tataristan ; and we may collect from ABv”rema'zr, that
he would find little difficulty in the Calmac and the Mogul ;: T will
not. offend your ears by a dry catalogue of similar words in those
different languages ; but a careful investigation has convinced me,
that, as the Zndian and Arabian tongues are severally des¢ended
from a common, parent, so those of ZTartary might be traced to one
ancient stem essentially differing from the two others. = It appears,
indeed, from a story told by ABv’LGHAZI, that the Virafs and the
Mongals could not understand each other ; but no morve can the
Danes snd the English, yet their dialects beyond a doubt are '
branches of the same Gothic tree. The dialect of the Moguls, in
which some histories of Taimu'r and his descendants were original-
ly composed, is called in Jndia, where a learned native set me right
when 1 used another word, Zrei ; not that it is precisely the same
with the Zurkish of the Othmanld's, but the two idioms  differ,
perhaps, less than Swedish and German or Spanish and Portuguese
and certainly les than Welch and Jrish : in hope of ascertaining
this point, I have long searched in vain for the original works
aseribed to Tamu'r and BARER ; but all the Moguls, with whom
I have conversed in this country, resemble the crow in one of their
popular fables, who, having long affected to walk like a pheasant,
was' unable after all to aequire the gracefulness of that ‘elogant
bird, and in the mean time unlearned his own natural gait : they
have not learned the dialect of Persia, but have (wholly forgotton
that of their ancestors. A, very considerable part of the old
Tartarian language, which in Asia \\""ll_'i‘ probubly have been loatyis
happily preserved in FEurope; uin«i. it th(:. groundwork of the
western Twrkish, when separated from the / ersign and A rabip, with
which it is embellished, be a branch of the lost Oghizian tonguay
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sert with confidence, that it has not the least rebembl

¥ to Arabie or Sanskrit, and must have been invented by a
race of men wholly distinct from the Arabs or Hindus. This
fact alone oversets the system of M. BamLy who considers the
Sanskrit, of which he gives in several places a most erroneous
account, as ‘ a fine monument of his primeval Scythians, the prec q;tors
of mankind and planters of a sublime philosophy even in India ;'
for he holds it an incontestable truth, that a language, which is dmd,
supposes a nation, which is destroyed ; and he seems to think such
reasoning perfectly decisive of the question, without having recourse
to astronomlcal arguments or the spirit of ancient mstltutlons : for
my part, I desire no better proof than that, which the language of
the Bralonans affords, of an immemorial and total difference
between the Savages of the Mountains, as the old Chinese justly
called the Zuartars, and the studious, phmd contemplative inhabitants
of these Indian plains.

IT. The geographical reasoning of M. BArLLY may, perhaps, be
thought equally shallow, if not inconsistent in some degree with
itself. ‘An adoration of the sun and of fire, says he, must necessarily
have arisen in a eold region: threfore, it must have been foreign
to India, Persia, Arabia ; therefore, it, must have been derived from
Tartary.! No man I believe, who has travelled in winter through
Behar, or has even passed a cold season at Caleutts within the tropic,
can doubt that the solar warmth is often desirable by all, and
might have been considered as adorable by the ignorant, in these
climates, or that the return of spring deserves all the salutations,
which it receives from the Persiaon and Indion poets; not to rely on
eertain historieal evidence, that Antaramn, a celebrated warrior and
bard, oaectually perished with cold on a mountain of Arabia. To
meet, however, an objection, which might naturally be made to
the ' voluntary seftlement, and amazing population, of his primitive
race in the icy regions of the north, Le takes refuge in the hypothesis
of M. Burpon, who imagines, that our whole globe was at
first of a white lmat wnd has been gradually cooling b the poles to
the equator; so that the Ifypes boréan countries .m~l onco a delightful
tempernture, and Sieria iteolf was even hotter than the climate of owr
temperate zones that is, was in too hot a climate, by his fivat proposi-
tion for the pritanry worship of the sun.’ That the temperature of
eountries has not snétained a change in' the lapse of ages, I will by |
no Means insist; but we can  hardly resson conclusively from
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Eupiafion of teinperature to the cultivation and diffusion of scie

s "nany female elephants and tigresses, as we now find in Bengal,
had formerly littered in the Siberian forests, and if their young,
as the earth cooled, had sought a gemal warmth in the climates of
the south, it would not follow, that other savages, who migrated in
the same divection and on the same - account, brought religion and
philosophy, language and writing, art and science, into the southern
latitudes,

p We are told by Amu’Lemazr, that the primitive religion of
human creatures, or the pure adoration of Qne Creator, prevailed in *
in Tartary during the first generations from Y AFET, but was extinet
before the birth of Ocmuz, who restored it in his dominions; that,
some ages after him, the Mongals and the Twrks relapsed into grods
idolatary; but that Curxciz was a Theist, and, in a conversation
with the Mahommedan Doctors, admitted their arguments for the
being and attributes of the Deity to be unanswerable, wlile he
contested -the evidence of their Prophet’s legation. From eld
Grecian anthorities we learn, that the Massagetee worshipped the

' sun ;. and the narrative of an embassy from JusTin to the Akakany
or Emperor, who then resided in a fine vale near the source of' the
Irtish, mentions the Zartarian ceremony of purifying the Roman
Ambassadors by conducting them betwéen two jires: the Tarfars
of that age are represented as adorers of the jfour elements, and
believers in an invisible spirit, to whom they sacrificed bulls and rams.
Modern travellers relate, that, in the festivals of some 7 ?zrtc\u'z}m
tribes, they pour a few drops of a consecrated liquor om the
statues of their Gods ; after which an attendant sprinkles a little
of what remains three times toward the south in honor of fire,
toward the west and east in honor of water and air, and as
often toward the north in honor of the earth, which contained
the reliques of their deccased ancestors: mow all this may be
very true, without proving a national aflinity between the Tartars
aud Hindus ; for the Arabs adored the planets and the powers
of nature, the Arabs had carved images, and made libations on &
black stone, the Arabs turned in prayer to diflerent quarters of the
hoavens ; yet we know with certainty, that the dvads are a
distinet race from the Fartars ; and we might as well inder, ‘thai
they were the same people, because they hn'd each their Ntmmd,os,
or wandearers for pasiuré, and hoeause t.l,le 1 urkufans, described ‘hy
Insvarassias and by him called Tdkars, ave, like most Avabion '
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pastoral and warlike, hospitable and genirous, winter
ummering on different plains, and rich in herds and flocks,
horses and camels ; but this agreement in manners proceeds from
the similar nature of their several deserts and their similar choice
of a free rambling life, without evincing a community of origin,
which they could scarce have had without preserving some remnant
at ledft of a common language. '

Many Lamas, we are assured, or Priests of Buppma, have
been found settled in Siberia ; but it can. hardly be doubted, that
the) Lamnas had travelled thither from Tibet, whence it is more than
probable, that the religion of the Bauddhd's was imported into
southern, or Chinese, Tartary ; since we know, that rolls of 7ibetian
writing have been brought even from the borders of the Caspian.
The complexion of Buvpua himself, which, according to the Hindus,
was between white and ruddy, would perhaps have convineed
M. Bamry, had he known the Jndian tradition, that the last
great legislator and God of the Bast was a Tartar ; but the
Chinese consider him as a native of India, the Bralmans insist,
that lie was born in a forest near Gaya, and many reasons may
lead us to suspect, that his religion was carried from the west and
the south to those eastern and northern countries, in which it
prevails. On the whole we meet with few or no traces in Seythia
of [ndian rites and superstitions, or of that poetical mythology,
with which the Sanserit poems are decorated; and we may allow the
Tarturs to have adored the sun with more reason than any southern
people, without admitting them to have been the sole original
inventors of that universal folly; we may even doubt the originality
of their veneration for the four eloments, which forms a principal
part ‘of the ritual introduced by Zepratrusmr, a native of Rui
in Persia, born in the reign of Guswrase, whose son Pasnuran
is believed by the Farsis to have resided long in Tartary at a
place called Cangidiz, where a magnificent palace is said to have
beéen built by the father of Cyrus, and where the Persian prince,
who was a zealot in the new faith, would naturally have disseiinated
its tenets among the neighbouring Turtars.

Of any Philosophy, except natural Ethics, whick the rudest
gociety requires and experience toaches, we find no more vestiges in
Asiatic Scythia then in ancient Arabid : nor would the name of
o Phievsoplior aud a Seythian have been ever commected, if
ANAcnansts had vot visited® Athens and Lydia for that instrgetion,
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1iéh his birtholace could not have afforded him: but Anacu
%5 the son of a Grecian woman, who  had taught him her lan-
guage, and he soon learned to despise his own. He was unques-
tionably a man of a sound understandiug and fine parts ; and,
among the lively sayings, which gained him the reputation of a

‘wit even in Greece, it is related by DioceNes Laurrtivs, that, when

an Athenian reproached him with being a Seythian, he answered:
‘my country is, indeed, a disgrace to me, but thou art a disgrace
to thy country.” = What his country was, in regard to manners and

" civil duties, we may learn from his fate in it; for when, on his/

return from Athens, he attempted to reform it by introducing the
wise laws of his friend Sorox, he was killed on a hunting party
with an arrow shot by his own brother, a Seythian Chieftain. Such
was the philosophy of M. BawLiy's Atantes, the first and most en-
lightened of nations | We are assured, however, by the learned
author of the Dabistan, that the Zartars under Cuoenciz and his
descendants were lovers of truth ; and would not even preserve
their lives by a'violation of it : D GuieNps ascribes the same
veracity, the parent of all virtues, to the Jfluns; and StrARO, who
might only mean to lash the Greeks by praising Barbariais, s
Horacz extolled the wandering Seythians merely to satirize his laxu-
rious countrymen, informs us, that the nations of Seyihia deserv-
ed the praise due to wisdom, heroic {riendship, and justice ; and
this praise we may readily allow them on his authority, without
supposing them to have been the preceptors of munkind. \

As to the laws of Zamorxis, concerning whom we know as
little as of the Scythian DeucarioN, or of ABaRris the Hyperborean,
and to whose story even Heronorus gave no credit, I lament; for
many reasons, that, if ever they existed, they have mnot been pre-
served : it is certain, that a system of laws, called Ya'sa'c, has heen
oelebrated in Zurtary since the time of Cmmyeiz, who is said fo
have republished them in his empire, as his stitutions weee after-
wards adopted and enforced by Tammu'r ; but they secin o have
been a common, or traditionary, law, and were [nw,»lmh]y not
reduced into writing, till Cuenorz had conquered a mation, who
were able to write. : ! z

IIT. Had the religious opinions s}nrl allegoricl fubles of the
Hindus been actually borrowed from  Seythia, travellors must haye
discovered in ﬂlal:‘ country some nncim.n; n‘nonm.ru*m',‘ vvl' them,
such as picges of grottesque sculpture, images of the Gods and

H
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#7%, and inscriptions on pillars or in caverns, analogous L
swhich remain in every part of the western peninsula, or to
those, which many of us have seen in Bakdr and at Bandras ; but
(except a few detached idols) the only great monuments of Zar-
tarian antiquity are a line of ramparts on the west and east of the
Caspian, ascribed indeed by ignorant Muselmans to Yajuwj, and*
Miijaj, or Gog and Magog, that is to the Seythians, but manifestly
raised by a very different nation in order to stop their predatory
inroads ‘through the passes of Caucasus. The Chinese wall was
built; or finished, on a similar construction and for a similar purpose,
by an Emperor, who died only two hundred and ten years before
the beginning of our era ; and the other mounds were very proba-
by constructed by the old Persians, though, like many works of
unknown origin, they are given to SECANDER, not the Mucedonian,
but a more ancient Hero supposed by some to have been JrMsHID.
It is related, that pyramids and tombs have been found in
Td'taristan, or western Scythia, and some remnants of edifices in
the lake Saisan ; that vestiges of a deserted city have been recent-
ly discovered by the Russians near the Caspian sea, and the
Mountain of Eagles ; and that golden ornaments and utensils,
figures of elks and other quadrupeds in metal, weapons of various
kinds, ‘and even implements for mining, but made of copper
instead of iron, have been dug up in the country of the Zshwde's ;
whence M. Barury infers, with great reason, the high antiquity
of that people : but the high antiquity of the Zartars, and their
establishment in that country near four thousand years ago, no
man disputes; we are inquiring into their ancient religion and
plilosophy, which neither ornaments of gold, nor tools of copper,
will prove to have had an affinity with the religious rites and
the sciences of India. The golden utensils might possibly have
been fabricated by the Zartars themselves 3 but it is possible too,
ihat they were carried from Rome or from China, whence occa-
slonal embassies were sent to the Kings of Hightir. Towards the
end of the tenth century the Chinese FKmperor dispatched an
ambassador to a Prince, named Ersna’~s, which, in the Zhrkish
of Constantinople, wignifies a lion, who resided near the Golden
Mountain in the same station, perhaps, where the Romans had
been received in the middle of the sixth cemtury ; the Chinese
on his veturn home reported the Eighinls to be a grave people,
with fair complexions, diligent workmen, and ingenjous arti-



these times were comparatively modern; and, even if we should
admit, that the Zighiris, who are said to have heen governed for
a period of two thousand years by an ZFdecit, or sovereign of their
own race, were in some very early age a literary and polished na-
tion, it would prove nothing in favour of the Huns, Turks, Mongals,
and other savages to the north of Pekin who seem in all ages,
before MumAMMED, to have been equally ferocious and illiterate.
Without actual inspection of the manuscripts, that have been
found near the Caspian, it would be impossible to give a correct

opinion concerning them ; but one of them, described as written on -

blue silky paper in letters of gold and silver not unlike Hebrew,
. was probably a Zibetian composition of - the same kind with that,
which lay near the source of the JIr#ish, and of which CAssIANO,
I believe, made the first aceurate version : another, if we may judge
from the description of it, was probably modern Twrkish; and none
of them could have been of great antiquity. ‘

IV. From ancient monuments, therefore, we have no proof, that
the Zartars were themselves well-instructed, much less that they
instructed the world; nor have we any stronger reason to conclude

from their general manners and character, that they had’ made an

early proficiency in a#s and sciences : even ,of poetry, the most
universal and most matural of the fine arts, we find no genuine
specimens ascribed to them, except some horrible Warsongs ex-
pressed in Persian by Avr of Yeed, and possibly invented by him.
After the conquest of Persia by the Mongals, their princes, indeed,
encouraged learning, and even made astronomical observations at
Samarkand;as the Turks became polished by mixing with the
Persians and Arabs, though their very nature, as one of their own
writers confesses, had before been like am incurable distemper, and
their minds clouded with dgnorance: thus also the Manchen monarche
of China have been patrons of the learned and ingenious, and
the Emperor Tren-Loxe is, if he be now living, a fine (hanese
poet. In all these instances the Zartars have resembled the
Romans, who, before they had subdued Grmrc, were little bctth‘
than tigers in war, and Fauns or Sylvans .in seience ull‘d art.

Before 1 left Zurope, 1 had insisted in conversation, that the
Tyzue,’ translated by Major Davy, was never written by Tanwn



at all ; and, in support of my opinion, I had cited Isxu ArRABSHA'H,
who, though justly hostile to the savage, by whom his native city
Damascus, had been ruined, yet praises his talents and the real
greatness of his mind, but adds:—* He was wholly illiterate ; he
neither read nor wrote any thing ; and he knew mnothing of
Arabic ; though of Persian, Turkish, and the Mogul dialect, he
knew as much as was sufficient for his purpose, and no more :
he used with pleasure to hear histories read to him, and so
frequently heard the same book, that he was able by memory
to correct an inaccurate reacer.” This passage had no effect on
the translator, whom great and learned men in India had assured,
it seems, that the work was authentic, by which he meaned
composed by the conqueror himself: but tie greatin this country
might have been unlearned or the learned might not have been
great enough to answer any leading question in a manner that
opposed the declared inclination of a British inquirer ; and, in
either case, since no witnesses are named, so general a reference to
them will hardly be thought conclusive evidence. On my part, I
will name a Muselman, whom we all know, and who has enough
both of greatness and of learning to decide the question both
impartially and satisfactorily : the Nawwab Mozawrer Jave
informed me of his own accord, that no man of sense in Hindusia n
believed the work to have been composed by Tamur, but that
his favourite, surnamed Hizpu Sua'm, was known to have written
that book and others acsribed to his patron, after many confidential
discourses with the Emir, and, perhaps, ncarly in the Prince’s
words as well as in his person ; a story, which Arnt of Yezd, who
attended the court of Tammu'r, and has given ns a flowery panegy-
vic instead of a history, renders highly probable, by confirming
the latter part of the Arabian account, and by total silence as to
the literary production of his master. It is true, that a very
ingenious but indigent native, whom Davy supported, has given
me a written memorial on the subject, in whieh he mentions
Tame'n ag the author of two works in ZTurkish ; but the eredit of
his information is overset by a strange apocryphal story of a king
of Yemen, who invaded, he says, the Lml’s dominions, and in
whosd library the manuseript ‘vas afterwards found, and translated
by order of Acrsurg, first minister of Tamur's grandson ; and
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or Davy himself, before he departed from Bengal, told me N
was greatly perplexed by finding in a very accurate and old
copy of the Zwzuc, which he designed to republish with consider-
able additions, a particular account, written unquestionably by
TADMUR, of kis own death. No evidence, therefore, has been adduced
to shake my opinion, that, the Moguls and Tartars, before their
conquest of [adia and Persia, were wholly unlettered ; although it
may be possible, that, even without art or science,  they had, like
the /uns both warriors and lawgivers in their own country some
centuries before the birth of Curisr.

If learning was ever anciently cultivated in the regions to the
north of /ndia, the seats of it, T have reason to suspect, must have
been Eighwr, Casghar, Khata, Chin, Tancht, and other countrios
of Clinese Tartary, which lie between the thirty-fifth and forty-
fifth degrees of northern latitude ; but I shall, in another dis-
course, produce my reazons for supposing, that those very countries
were peopled by a race allied to the Hindus, or enlightened at
least by their vicinity to /adia and China ; yet in Zancit, which
by some is annexed to Zibet, and even among its old inhabitants,
the Seres, we have no certain accounts of uncommon talents or
great improvements : they were famed, indeed, for the faithful
discharge of moral duties, for a pacific disposition, and for that
longevity, which is often the reward of patient virtues andla ecalm
temper ; but they are said to have been wholly indiffercnt, in
former ages, to the clegant arts and even to commerce ; though
. Fapru'rram had been informed, that, near the close of the thirdeenth
century, many branches of natural philosophy were cultivated in
Cam-cheu, then the metropolis of Serica.

We may readily believe those, who assure wus, that
some tribes of wandering 7artars had veal skill in applying
herbs and minerals to the purposes of - medicine, and
pretended to gkill in magic ; but thé general character
of their nation scems to have been  this :—they wers pro-
fosséd hunters or fishers, dw elling on that account, in forests or
near great rivers, under huts or rude tents, or in waggons drawn
by their cattle from station to station ; they were dexterous urchers,
exeellent horseren, bold combatants, appearing often to floe in
disorder for the sukeof renewing their attack with :1d\'u‘nt:lg0";
drinking the milk of marcs, and cating the flesh of :;-.*»ll.s ! x}llil
thus in many respeets resembling the old Arabs, but ‘in nothing
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an in their love of intoxicating liquors, and in nothing
1an in a taste for poetry and the improvement of their
language.

Thus has it been proved, and, in my humble opinion, beyond
confroversy, that the far greater part of Asia has been peopled
and immemorially possessed by three considerable mnations, whom,
for want of hetter names, we may call Ilindus, Arabs, and Tartars ;
each of them divided and subdivided into an infinite number of
branches, and all of them so different in form and features, lan-
guage, manners, and religion, that, if they sprang originally from
a common root, they must have been separated for ages : whether
uore than three primitive stocks can be found, or, in other words,
whether the Chinese, Japanese, and Persians, are entirely distinet
from them, or formed by their intermixture, I shall hercafter, if
your indulgence to me continue, diligently inquire. To what
conclusions these inquiries will lead, I cannot yet clearly discern ;
but; if they lead to truth, we shall not regret our journey through
this dark region of ancient history, in which, while we proceed
step by step, and follow every glimmering of certain light, that
presents itself, we must beware of those false rays and luminous
vapours, which mislead Asiatic travellers by an appearance of
water, but are found on a near approach to be deserts of sand.

I s e cate e
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THE SIXTH

DISCOURSE:;
ON THE PERSIANS,

DELIVERED 19ra FEBRUARY, 1789.

(GENTLEMEYN,

TURN with delight from the vast mountains and barren
deserts of Zwran, over which we travelled last year with
no perfect knowledge of our course, and request you now
to accompany me on a literary journey through one of the
most celebrated and most beautiful countries in the world ; a coun-
try, the history and languages of which, both ancient and modern,
I have long attentively studied, and on which I may without arro-
gance promise you more positive information, than I could possibly
procure on a nation so disunited and so unlettered as the Zartars:
I mean that, which ZEuropeans improperly call Persia, the mame
of a single province being applied to the whole Empire of Jfran,
as it is correctly denominated by the present natives of it, and by
all the learned Muselmans, who reside in these British territories.
To give you an idea of its largest boundaries, agreeably to my
former mode of describing India, Arabia, and Tartary, between
which it lies, let us begin with the saurce of the great Assyrian
stream, Huphrates, (as the Greeks, according to their custom,
were pleased to miscall the Kordf) and thence descend to its
mouth in the Green Sea, or Persian Gulf, including in our lipe
some considerable districts and towns on both sides the river ;
then coasting Persia, properly so named, and, other franwan pro-
vinces, we come to the delta of the Sindhu or Indus; whence
ascending to the mountains of Cashghar, we discover its fountains
and those of the Jaihin, down which we are conducted to the
Cuspian, which formerly perhaps it entered, thomgh it lose itself
now in the sands and lakes of Khwdresm : we next are led firom
the sea of Khozar, by the banks of the Cwr, or Cyrus, and along
the Caucasean ridges, to the shore of 'the Euzine, and thenee, by
the several Grecian seas, to the point, whence we took our depar-
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10t but include the lower Asic within this outline, Because it
was unquestionably a part of the Persian, if not of the old Assyrian
Ewnpire ; for we know, that it was under the dominion of
CARIOSRAU ; and Dioborus, we find, asserts, that the kingdom of
Troas swas dependent on Assyria, since Prray implored and obtain-
ed succours from his Emperor Trurames, whose name approaches
nearer to Taunmu ras, than to that of any other Assyrian monarch.
Thus ‘may we' look on [rdn as the noblest Island, (for so the.
Crecks and the Arabs would have called it,) or at least as the
noblest Peninsula, on this habitable: globe ; and if M. BarmLy
had fixed on it as the Adantis of Praro, he might have supported
his opinion with far stronger arguments than any, that he has
adduced in favour of New Zemblu: if the account, indeed, of the
Atlantes be not purely an Egyptian or an Utopian fable, I should
be more inclined to place themn in Zrdn than in any region, with
which I am acquainted.

It may seew strange, that the ancient history of so distinguish-
ed an Empire should be yet so imperfectly known ; but very satisfac-
tory reasons may be assigned for our ignorance of it : the priucipal
of them are the superficial knowledge “of the Greeks and Jews, and
the loss of Persian archives or historical compositions. That the
(Frecian writers, before Xexornow, had no acquaintanee with Persia,
and that a/f their accounts of it are wholly fabulous, is a paradox
too extravagant to be seriously maintained ; but their connection
with it in war or peace had, indeed, been generally confined to
bordering kingdoms under feudatory princes ; and the first Persian
Emperor, whore life and character they seem to have known with
tolerable accuracy, was the great Cynrus, whom 1 call. without fear
of contradiction, CargnosrAv ; for T shall then cnly doubt that the
Kuoseau of Frepavst was the Cyrus of the first Greek' historian,
and the Ilero of the oldest political and moral romance when |
doubt that Lovis Quatorze and Lewis the Fowrteentl, were one and
the same French King : it is utterly incredible, that two different
prinees of Persia should es

wch have been born in, a foreign and
hostile territory |

should each have heen doomed to death in his
. i’nfnnu_y by his maternal grandfather in consequence of portentons
dreams, real op invented ; should each have been saved by the
rémaorse ol his destined murderer, and should each, after a similar
edueation among hieedsmen, as the son of g hexdsman, have found



THE SIXTH DISCOURSE.

\9/to revisit his paternal kingdom, and having delivered it,

ig and triumphant war, from the tyrant, who had invaded it,
should have restored it to the summit of power and magnificence.
Whether so romantic a story, which is the subject of an Epie
Poem, as majestic and entire as the Iliad, be historically true, we
may feel perhaps an inclination to doubt ; but it cannot with reasen
be denied, that the outline of it related to a single Hero, whom
the Asiatics, conversing with the father of ZEuropean history,
described according to their popular traditions by his true name,
_ which the Greek alphabet could not express : nor will a difference of
" names affect the question ; since the Greeks had little regard for
truth, which they sacrificed willingly fo the Graces of their language,
and the nicety of their ears; and, if they could render foreigh
words melodious, they were never solicitous to make them exact ;
hence they probably formed CamByses from Ca'MBAKHSH, or
Granting desires, a title rather than a name, and Xerxtus from
SHIRUYI, a prince and warrior in the Shdindmah, or from
Surrspam, which might also have been a title ; for the dsiatie
Princes have constantly assumed new titles or epithets at different
periods of their lives, or on different occasions ; a custom, which we
have seen prevalent in our own times both in /rén and Hindustdn,
and ‘which has been a source of great confusion even in the
seriptural accounts of  Babylonian occurrences : both Greeks and
Jews have in fact accommodated Persian names to their own
articulation ; and both seem to have disregarded the native litera-
ture of fran, without which they could at most attain a general
and imperfect knowledge of the country. As to the Lersians
themseleves, who were contemporary with the Jews and Gresks,

they must have been acquainted with the history of their own

tunes, and with the traditional accounts of past ages ; but for a

reason, which will presently appear, they chose to consider Cavyu's

MuRs as the founder of the empire ; and, in the numerous distrac-

tions, which followed the overthrow of DamrA’, especially in the

great revolution on the defeat of Yezorciwp, their ecivil his-

tories were lost, as those of 7ndéia have unhappily been, from

the solicitude of the priests, the only depositaries of their learn-

ing, to preserve their books of lnw and religion at the cexpense

of all others ;: hence it has happened, that nothing remuins of

genuing Lorsian history before the dynasty of Sasa, except &’
few rustic traditions and fables, which furnished materiald for the

1
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rathiidinah, and which are still supposed to exist in the Pq L
e. The annals of the Pishdddi, or Assyrian, race must be
considered as dark and fabulous ; and those of the Cdyani fami-
ly, or the "Medes and Persians, as heroic and poetical ; though
the lunar eclipses, said to be mentioned by Bgorewy, fix the time
of GusHTAsp, the prince, by whom.ZEraTUSHT Was protected :
of the Parthian kings descended from Agrsmac or ARSACES, we
know little more than the names; but the Sdsdn#'s had so long an
intercourse with the Emperors of Rome and Byzantium, that the.
period of their dominion may be called an historical age. In
atfenipting to ascertain the beginning of the Assyrian empire, we
, are 'deluded, as in a thousand instances, by names arbitrarily im-
posed: it had been settled by chronologers, that the first monarchy
established in Persia was the Assyrian; and Newroy, finding
some of opinion, that it rose in the first century after the Flood,
but unable by his own calculations to extend it farther back than
Sevén hundred and ninety years before Curisr, rejected part of
the old system and adopted the rest of it; concluding, that the
Assyrian Monarchs began to reign about two hundred years after
SoromoN, and that, in all preceding ages, the Government of
Iran had been divided into several petty states and principalities.
Of this opinion I confess myself to have been; when, disregarding the
wild chronology of the Muselmins and Gabrs, 1 had allowed the
utmost natural duration ‘to the reigns of eleven Pishddds kings,
without being able to add more than a hundred years to NEwron's
computation. It seemed, indeed, unaccountably strange, that,
although Anranam had found a regular monarchy in Zgypt, al-
though the kingdom of Yemen had just pretensions to v
antiquity, although the Chinese, in the twelfth century before our
era, had made approaches at least to the present form of their
extensive dominion, and although we can hardly suppose the first
dndian monarchs to have reigned less than three thousand years
ugo, yet Persia, the most delightful, the most compact, the most
desicable country of them all, should have remained for so many
ages unsettled and disunited. A fortunate discovery, for which
I was first indebted to Mir Mumavmzp Husamx, one of the most
intelligent Muselmins in India, has at once dissipated the cloud,
and cost a gleam of light on the primeval history of /rdn and of
the human race, of which I had long despaired, and which could
bardly have dawned from any other quarter.

ery high
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SL
< he rare and interesting tract on twelve different vel ZL
‘tled the Dabistin, and composed by a Mohammedan traveller,
a native of Cashmir, named MomsaN, but distinguished by the
assumed surname of FANT, or Perishable, begins with a wonder-
fully curious chapter on the religion of Hu'sHANG, which was
long anterior to that of ZeraTusHT, but had continued to b2
secretly - professed by many learned Persians even to the author’s
time ; and several of the most eminent of them, dissenting in
many points from the Gabrs, and persecuted by the ruling
powers of their country, had retired to India ; where they com-
piled a number of books, now extremely scarce, which MoHSAN
had perused, and with the writers of which, or with many of.
them, he had contracted an intimate friendship: from  then: he
learned, that a powerful monarchy had been established for ages
in Iran before the accession of CAYuMERs, that it was called the

Mahdbddian dynasty, for a reason which will soon be_ mentioned,

and that many princes, of whom seven or eight only are named

in the Dabistin, and among them Mamsur, or Mama’ Brri, had

raised their empire to the zenith of human glory. If we can rely

on this evidence, which to me appears unexceptionable, the Jranian

monarchy must have been the oldest in the world ; but it will

remain dubious, to which of the three stocks, flindu, Arabian,

or Tartar, the first kings of Iran belonged, or whether they

sprang from a fourth race distinet from any of the others ; and

these gre questions, which we shall beable, I imagine, to answer

precisely, when we have carefully inquired into the languages and

letters, religion and philosophy, and incidentally into the arfs and

scionees, of the ancient Persiang.

I. In the new and important remarks, which I am going to
offer, on the ancient languages and characters of Irdn, I- am sen-
sible, that you must give me credit for many assertions, which on
this occasion it is impossible to prove ; for I should ill deserve
your indulgent attention, if I were to abuse it by repeating a dry
list of detached words, and presenting you with a vocahulary
instead of a dissertation ; but, since I have no system to maintain,
and have not suffered imagination to deludo my judgement ; since
1 have habituated myself to form opinions of men and things
from evidence, which is the only solid basis of civily as ewperiment
is of natural knowledge j and since [ have maturely considerel
the auestiong which I mean fo discuss ; you will mot, I am per-
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@ suspect my  festimony, or think that I go 100 far, wh
you, that T will asgert nothing positively, which /I am not
able satisfactorily to demonstrate. When MunAMMED was born,
and ANU'SHIRAVA'N, whom he calls #he Just King, sat on the throne
of Persia, two langnages appear to have been generally prevalent
in'the great empire of fran ; that of the Court, thence named
Dert, which was only a refined and elegant dialect of the Pdrs,
80 called from the province, of which Shirdz is now the capital,
and that of the learned, in which most books were composed,
. and which had the name of Paklavi, cither from the heroes, who
gpoke it in former times, or from Pahlu, a tract of
land, which included, we are told, some considerable cities of
frak : the ruder dialects of both were, and, I believe, still
spoken by the rustics in several provinces ; and in many of them,
as Hera't, Zabul, Stston and others, distinet idioms were vernacular,
as it happens in every ‘kingdom of great extent. Besides the
Pdrs) and Pallav! a very ancient and abstruse tongue was known
to the priests and philosophers, called the language of the Zend,
because a book on religious and moral duties, which they held
sacred, and which bore that name, had been written in it ; while
the Pdzend, or comment on that work, was composed in Pahlavi
as & more popular idiom ; but a learned follower of ZERA'TUSHT,
named Banmax, who lately died at Caleutta, where he had lived
with me as a Persian reader about three years, assured nme, that
the feiters of his prophet’s book were properly called Zend, and
the language, Avestd, as the words of the Véda's are Sanserit, and
the characters, Na'gar! ; or as the old Saga’s and poems of Tseland
were expressed in Runic letters: let us however,
with eustom, give the name of Zend to the saered language of
Persia, until we can find, as we shall very soom, a fitter appellation
for it., . The Zend and the old Paklas) are almost extinet in Jran ;
for among six or seven thousand Gabrs, who reside chiefly at Yezd,
and i Cérmam, there are very few, who can read Pahalii, and searce
any, who even boast of knowing the Zend ; while the 7 “wrs), which
remains almost pure in the Sha'kna'mah, has now become by the
fntermixture of numberless Arabic words, and many impereep-
tible changes, a new language exquisitely polished by o series of
fine writers in prose aud verse, and analogouns to the different
idioms gradually formed in Europe after the subversion of the
Raman empire : but with modern

are,

in compliance

‘orsdan we have no concarn in
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esent inquiry, which I confine to the ages, that precededh
zammcdan conquest. Having twice read the Works of Firpausi
with great attention, since I apphed myself to the study of old
fndzan literature, I can assure you with confidence, that hundreds
of Pa'rsy nouns are pure Sanserit, with no other change than such
as may be observed in the numerous bha'sha s, or vern nacular dialeets,
of India ; that very many Persian imperatives are the roots of
Sanscrit verbs ; and that even the moods and tenses of the Persian
verb substantive, which is the model of all the rest, are deducible
from the 'Sanscrit by an easy and clear analogy: we may hence

conclude, that the Parst was derived, like the various Zndian

dialects, from the language of the Bra'kmans ; and I must add, that
in the pure Persian I find no trace of any Arabian tongue, ex-
cept what proceeded from the known intercourse between the Per-
stans and Arabs, especially in the time of Banra’m who was educated
in Arabia, and whose Arabic verses are still extant, together with
his hercic ling in Ders, which many suppose to b(, the first at-
tempt at Persih versification in Arabian metre : but, without
having recourse to other arguments, the composition of words, in
which the genius of the Persian delights, and which that of the
Arabic abhors, is a decisive proof, that the Pa»sl sprang from an
Indian, and not from an Arabian stock. Considering languages
as mere instruments of Lnowletl(re, and having strong reasons to
doubt the existence of genuine books in Zond. or Paldant (espe-
cially since the well- mfurmed author of the Dabistin affirms the
works of Zera'rusut to have been lost, and its place supplied hy
a recent compilation) I had no inducement, though I Lad an op-
portunity, to learn what remains of those ancient languages ; hut
I often conversed on them with my friend Bamnan, and both of
us were convineed after full consideration, that the Zond bore a
slrong resemblance to Sanserit, and the Paklavi to Arvabie. Me
had at my request iranslated into Paklard the fine inseription,
exhibited in the Gulistin, on the diadem of Cyirus ;and I had the
patience to vead the list of words from the Pa'zend in the appendix to
the Fm~//r/.vz:/a'.]c/m'n;‘,irz‘ : thig examination gave me perfect convietion,
that the LPaklavs was a dialect of the Chaldade ; and of this curious
fact 1 will exhibit a short proof. By the nature of the Chalifean
(()l]g’llb most \\n[‘(ls L‘ll(l(‘l‘ in the first ]ﬂll" vowel like Sho I//I-"l'
heaven ; and that very word, unalteredd in o hmg]v 1-‘IL('I' wo inul

in the Pa'send, together with laslicy, night ; meya, water § whu , fire :
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-rain, and a multitade of others, all Arabic or Hebrew L
glidean termination: o zamar, by a beautiful metaphor from
pruning trees, means in Hebrew to compose verses, and thence, by
an easy transition, to sing them; and in Pallavi we see the verb
zamriiniten, to sing, with its forms zamrinemi, 1sing, and zamrinid,
he sang ; the verbal terminations of the Persian being added to
the Chaldaic root. Now all those words are integral parts of the
language, not adventitious to it like the Arabic nouns and verbals
engrafted on modern Persian ; and this distinction convinces me,
that the dialect of the Gabrs, which they pretend to be that of
ZuraTUSHT, and of which BAnMAN gave me a variety of written
speciinens, is a late invention of their priests, or subsequent at
least to the Muselman invasion ; for, although it may be possible,
that a few of their sacred books were preserved, as he used to
assert, in sheets of lead or copper at the bottom of wells near
Yezd, yet as the conquerors had not only a spiritaal, but a political
intercst in persecuting a warlike, robust, and indignant race of
irreconcilable conquered subjects, a long time must have elapsed,
before the hidden scriptures could have been safely brought to
light, and few, who could perfectly understand them, must then
have remained ; but, as they continued to profess among them-
selves the religion of their forefathers, it became expedient for the
Miibeds to supply the lost or mutilated works of their legislator by
new compositions, partly from their imperfect recollection, and
partly from such moral and religious knowledge, as they gleaned,
most probably, among the Christians, with whom they had an in-
tercourse.  One rule we may fairly establish in deciding the ques-
tion, whether the books of the modern Gabrs were anterior to the
invasion of the Arabs: when an Arabic noun oceurs in them
changed only by the spirit, of the Chaldean idiom, as werta, for
werd, a'tose, daba , for dhahab, gold, or demad n, for zeman, time, we
may allow it to have been ancient Pahlavt ; but, when we meet
with verbal nouns or infinitives, evidently formed by the rules of
Arabian grammar, we may be sure, that the phrases, in which
they oceur, are comparatively modern ; and not a single passage,

which Baroway produced from the books of his religion, would
ubide this test.

We comne now to the language of the Zend ; and hore I anust
impart o discovery, which I lately made, and from which we may
draw the most interesting  conseqiiences. M. Awxqugriy, who Lad
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“verit of undertaking a voyage to [ndia, in " his earliest yo
ith no other view than to recover the writings of Zera'TusHT, and
who would have acquired a brilliant reputation in France if he
had not sullied it by his immoderate vanity and virulence of
temper, which alienated the good will even of his own countrymen,
has exhibited in his work, entitled Zenda'vesta to vocabularies in
Zend and Pahlav?, which he had found in an approved collection of
Rdwayda't, or Traditional Pieces, in modern Persian : of his Paklave,
no more needs be said, than that it strongly confirms my opinion
concerning the Chaldaic origin of that language ; but, when I
perused the Zend glossary, I was inexpressibly surprized to find,
that six or seven words in ten were pure Sanserd, and even some
of their inflexions formed by the rules of the Vyd'caran ; as
Yushmad'cam, the genitive plural of Yushmad. Now M. ANQUETIL
most certainly, and the Persian compiler most probably, had no
knowledge of Sanscrit ; and could not, therefore, have invented a
list of Sunserit words : it is, therefore, an authentic list of Zemd
words, which had been preserved in books or by tradition ; and it
follows, that the language of the Zend was at least a dialect of
the Sanscrit, approaching perhaps as nearly to it as the Praerit, or
other popular idioms, which we know to have been spoken in India
two thousand years ago. From all these facts it is a necessary
consequence, that the oldest discoverable languages of Persin
were Chaldaic and Sanserit; and that, when they had-ceased to
be vernacular, the Pahlavi and Zend were deduced from them
respectively, and the Pa’rse either from the Zemd, or immediately
from the dialect of the Bra'hmans ; but all had perhaps a mixture
of Tartarian ; for the best lexitographer's assert, that numberless
words in ancient Persian are taken from the language of the Cim-
merianas, or the Tartars of Kipeha'k ; so that the three families,
whose lineage we have examined in former discourses, had Tolt
visible traces of themselves in 7ran, long before the Zuwrtars and
Arabs had rushed 'from their deserts, and returned to that very
country, from which in all probability they originally proceeded,
and which the Findus had abandomed in an ecarlier age, with
positive commands from their legislators to revisit it np more. 1
close this head with observing, that no supposition of a were
political or commmereial intercourse between the different nationg
will account for the Sunscrit and Chaddaie words, which we find
in the old Persian tongues ; because they are, in the first - plage,
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erous to havé been introduced by such means, and, gecond-
e not the names of exotic animals, commodities, or drts, but
of material elements, parts of the body, matural objects

and relations, affections of the mind, and other ideas common to
the whole race of man.

3
those

If a nation of Hindus, it may be urged, ever possessed and
governed the country of fran, we should find on the very ancient
ruins of the temple or palace, now called the throne of JeMmsnrD,
some Ihscriptions in Dévanargary, or at least in the characters on
the stones at Hlephanta, where the sculpture is unquestionably
Indian, orin those on the Staff of Frru'z Smam, which exist in
the heart of India ; and such inscriptions we probably should have
found, if that edifice had not been erceted after the migration of
the Bralmans from. Iran, and the violent schism in the Per
religion, of which we shall presently speak ; for,
popular name of the building at Tstakhr, or Persepolis, e no cer-
tain proof that it was raised in the time of JEMSTII'D, yet such a
fact might easily have been preserved by tradition, and we shall
soom have abundant evidence, that the temple was posteriour to
the reign of the I/indu monarchs : the cypreffes indeed, which are
reprosented with the figures in procession, might induce a reader
of the Sha'hna'imak to believe, that the sculptures related to the new
faith iutrodaced by Zprarusur ; but, as a cypress is a beautiful
ornament, and as many of the figures appear inconsistent with
the reformed adoration of fire, we must have recourse to stronger
proofs, that the Zakhti Jemsurn was erected after CAyuMins, The
building has lately been visited, and the characters on it exami-

ned by Mr. Frasogimy; from whom we learn, that Nicpron

. has delineated them with great accuracy : but without such testi-
mony 1 should have suspected the correctness of the delineation ;
becuuse the Danish traveller has exhibited two inseriptions
madern Persian, and one of them from the same place,
linve been exactly transeribed :
Niza'mi’ and Sapr on

sian
although the

in
which eannot
they are very elceant verses of
the instability of human gréatness, but go ill
engraved or 8o ill copied, that, if I had not had them ne
heart, | should not have beon able to read them ; and M. Rowus-
weRAy of Isfaha'n,, who translated them with shameful inpecuracy,
st have been daceived by the badness of the copy ; or he nover
would have created a new king Wakan, by forming one word of
Jpm and e particle profixed to it,  Assuming, however, that we

arly by
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Fany, reason as conclusively on the characters published by L
, as we might on the monuments themselves, were they now
before us, we may begin with observing, as .Coarpin had observed
on the very spot, that they bear no resemblance whatever: to ‘the
letters used by the Gabrs in their copies of the Vendidad>: this
T once urged, insan amicable debate with Bamwaw, asa proof, that
the Zend letters were a:modern invention ; but he seemed to hear
me without surprize, and insisted, that the letters, to: which I
alluded; and which he had often seen, were monuinental characters
never used in books, and intended: either to.conceal some religious
mysteries from the vulgar, or- to display’ the arf of the sculptor,
like the embellished Cifick and Ndgart on several Arabian and
Indian monuments. He wondered, that any man. could seriously
doubt the antiquity-of the Pahlavi: letters ; and in truth the in-
seription behind the:herse of Rustamy which- Niesusr has also
given us, is: apparently Pailavl, and might with some pains he
dceyphered : that character was extremely rude, and seems . o
have been written; like the Roman and the Arabic, in a: variety
of hands ; for I remember to have examined a rare: collection of
old Persiapscoins in the Museum of the great Anatomist, Winniam
Hunrer, and, though I believed. the legends- to be Pahklavi, and
had.no doubt, that they were coins of 'Parthian kings, yet 1 could
not read:the inseriptions without wasting more time, than I had
then.at command, in. comparing the letters and ascertaining the
proportions, in. which they severally occurred: The gross Pahlam
was improved: by Zerarusur or his disciples into an elegant and
perspicuous character, in: which the Zenda'vesty was copied ; and
both, were written from the right hand to the left like other Chal-
daic alphabets ; for they arve manifestly both of Claldean origin ;
but’ the Zend has the singular advantage of expressing all the
long and short vowels, hy distinct marks, in the bady of eath word,
and all the words are distinguished.by full peints between them g
g0 that, if modern Persian. were unmixed. with Arabie, it might
be written. in, Zend with. the greatest convenience, as any one may
perceive by copying in. that character a fow pages of the Shdhndmaeh,
As to the unknow. inseriptions, in. the. place: of ' JuMsiID, it may
reasonably be doubted, whether they contain- a system of lettors
which any nation ever adopted. :. in,five of them. the letters, which
are aepul"ated by points, may be reduced to forty, at least 1 canm,
distinguish no more essentially different ; and they all seem to be
. R
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larfigure like the head of a javelin or a leaf (to use the language

of botanists) Learted and lanced. Many of the Runic letters ap-
pear to have been formed of similar elements ; and it has been ob-
served, that the writing at Porsepolis bears a strong resemblance
to that, which the Zrish call Ogham : the word Agam 'in Sanscrit
means mysterious knowledge 3 but I dare not affirm, that the two
words had a common origin, and only mean to suggest, that, ir
the characters in question be really alphabetical, they were proba-
bly secret and sacerdotal, or a mere cypher, perhaps, of which the
priests only had the key. They might, I imagine, be deoyphered,
if the language were certainly known ; but, in all the other in.
seriptions of the same sort, the characters are too complex,
and the variations of them too numerous, to admit an opinion,
that they could be symbols of articulate sounds ; for even the
Ndgari system, which has more distinct letters than any known
alphabet, consists only of forty-nine simple characters, two
of which are mere substitutions, and four of little use in
Sanscrit or in any other language; while the more complicated
figures; exhibited by NieBumg, must be as. numerous at least as
the Chinese keys, which are the signs of ideas only, and some of
which resemble the old Persian letters at Istakkr : the Danish
traveller was convinced from his own observation, that they were
written from the left hand, like all the charactors used by Hindu
nations; but I must leave this dark subject, which I cannat
illuminate, with a remark formerly made by myself, that the
gquare Chaldaic letters, afew of which are found on the Persian
ruing, appeared to have beon originally the same with the Dévand-
garl beforo the latter were encloged, a8 we now see them, in an-
gular {frames.

1. The primeval religion of Irin, if we rely on the authorities
adduced by Monsaxy FA'SY, was that, which Newrox calls the oldest
(and it may justly be called the noblest) of all religions ;  a firm
belief, thatOne Supreme God made the world by his power, and cons
tinmally governed it by his providence; a pious fear, love, and adora-
tion of Him ; a due peverence for parents and agerd persons ; a
fraternal affection for the whole human species, and 8 compassionate
tenderness oven for the brute creation,” A system of devotion o
pure and sublime conld hardly among mortals be of lang duration |
snd we learn from the Dabistdn, that the popular worship of the
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5 ns under Husmang was purely Sabian; a word, of wIk
‘camnot offer any certain efymology, but which has been deduced
by grammiarians from Sabd, a host, and, particularly the Aost of
heaven, or the celestial bodies, in the adoration of which the Sabuan
ritual is believed to have consisted: there is a description, in the
learned work ~just mentioned, of the several Persian temples
dedicated to the Sun and Planets, of the images adored in them,
and of the magnificent processions to them on prescribed festivals,
one of which is probably represented by sculpture in the ruined
city of Jemsurp; but the planetary worship in Persia seems only a
part of a far more complicated religion, which we now find in these
Indian provinces; for MosHAN assures us, that, in the opinion of the
best informed Persians, who professed the faith of Hu'smang,
distinguished from that of Zrra'Tusur, the first monarch of Zram
and of the whole earth was MAHA'BA'D, a word apparently Sanseri,
who divided the people into four orders, the religious, the nulitary,
the commercial, and the servile, to which he assigned names
unquestionably the same in their origin with those now applied to
the four primary classes of the Hindus. They added, that He
received from the creator, and promulgated among men, a sacred
book in a heavenly language, to which the Muselman author gives
the Arabic title of desdtir, or regulations, but the original name
of which he has not mentioned ; and that fourteen Mana'Ba’os had
appeared or would appear in human shapes for the government of
this world: now when we know, that the Hindus believe in fourteen
Menu’s, or celestial personages with similar functions, the jirsi of
whom left a hook of regulations, or divine ordinances, which they
hold equal to the Véda, and the language of which they believe to
be that of the Gods, we can hardly doubt, that the first corrup+
tion of the purest and oldest religion was the system of /ndian
Theology, invented by the Brdimans and prevalent in these
territories, where the book of MauaBaA'D or Mexv is at this hour
the standard of all religious and moral duties. The accession of
Cayu'MERS to the throne of Persia, in the eighth or ninth century
before Curist, seems to have been accompanied by a considerable
revolution both in government and religion : he was most probably
of a different race from the Mahdbddians, who preceded him, and
began perhaps the new systen of national faith, which Hu'siand,
whose name it bears completed ; but'the reformation was partial;
for, while they rejected the complex pelytheism of their predecessors,
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fetained the ‘laws of Ma'ma'sa'd, with a Superstitic L
dtion for the sun, the planets, and fire; thus resembling the
Hindu sects, called Sduras, and Sdgnicas, the second of which is ver
numerous at Banares, where many agrihdtras are continually blazing,
and where the Sdgnicas, when they enter on the sacerdotal office,
kindle, with two pieces of the hard wood Semi, a fire which they
keep lighted through their lives for their nuptial ceremony, the
performanee of solemn sacrifices, the obsequies of departed ances-
tors, and their own funeral pile. This remarkable rite was conti-
nued by ZrraTusnr; who reformed the old religion by the addition
of genii, or angels, presiding over months and days, -of new «cere-
monies in the veneration shown to fire, of a new work, which he
pretended to have received from heaven, and, above all, by estab-
lishing the actual adoration of One Supreme Being: he was born,
according to Monsax, in the district of Rai ; and it was He, not, as
AMMIANUS asserts, his protector GusuTass, who travelled into India,
that he might receive information from the Brdfmans in theplogy _
and ethics. It is barely possible, that Pyrracoras knew him in
the eapital of Irak; but the Grecian sage mmst then havé been far
advanced in years, and we have no certain evidence of an inter
course between the two philosephers. The reformed religion of
Persia continued in force, till that country was subdued by the Musel-
mans ; and, without studying the Zend, we have ample information
concerning it in the modern Persian writings of several, who pro-
fossed it, Bamman always named Zzrarusar, with reverence; bug
he was in truth a pure Theist, and strongly disclaimed any adoration
of the jire-or other elements : he denied, that the doctrine of two
coeval principles, supremely good and supremely bad, formed any
part of his faith; and he often repeated with emphasis the verses of
Firpavs: on the prostratien of Cyrus and his paternal grandfather
before the blazing altar:—* Think not, that they were adorers of
fire; for that element wasonly an exalted object, on the lustre of which
they fixed their eyes ; they humbled themselves a whole week
before Gov; and, if thy understanding be ever so little exerted, thow
must acknowledge thy dependence on the being supremely pure.” In
a stary of Sapr, near the close of his besutiful Bistan, concerning
the idol of So'stanatw, or MAHADEVA, he confounds the religion of
he Hindus with that of the Gabrs, calling the Brdhmans not only
Moghs, ( which might be justified by passage in the Mesnavl) but
even renders of the Zend and Pdsend : now, whether this confusion
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stoceeiled from real or pretended ignorance, I cannot decide, but
as firmly convinced, that the doctrines of the Zend were distinct
from those of the Véda, as I am that the religion of the Brdhmans,
with whom swe converse every day, prevailed in Persia before the
accession of CayuMErs, whom the Pdrsis, from respect to his me-
mory, consider as the first of men, although they believe in an uni-
versal deluge before his reign.
With the religion of the old Persians their philosophy (or |
as much as we know of it)was intimately connected; for they were
assiduous observers of the luminaries, which they adored, and establi-
shed, according to Monsax, who confirms in'some degree the fragments
of Berosus, a number of artificial cycles with distinct names, which
seem to indicate aknowledge of the period, in which the equinoxes
appear to revolve: they are said also to have known the most won-
derful powers of nature, and thence to have acquired the fame of magi-
cians and enchanters; but I will only detain you with a few remarks on
that metaphysical theology, which has been professed jmmemorially
by a numerous sect of Persians and Hindus, was carried in part
into Greece, and prevails even now among the learned Muselmans, who
sometimes avow it without reserve. The modern philosophers 'of
this persuasion are called Sifi’s, either from the Greek word for
a sage, or from the woollen mantle, which they used to wear in some
provinces of Persia: their fundamental tenets are, that nothing exists
absolutely but Gop : that the human soul is an emanation from his
essence, and, thongh divided fora time from its heavenly ource,
will be finally re-united with it ; that the highest possible happiness
will arise from its re-union, and that the chief good of mankind,
in this transitory world, consists in as perfect an union with the
Tternal Spirit as the incumbrances of a mortal frame will allow ;
that, for this purpose, they should break all connection (or tadlluk,
ag they call it,) with ecstrinsic objects, and pass throngh lifé
without affachinents, as a swiminer in the ocean strikes freely with-
out the impediment of clothes ; that they should be straight and
frea as the cypress, whose fruit is hardly perceptible, and not sink
ander a load, like fruit-trees attavhed to a trellis ; that, if mere
earthly charms have power o influence the soul, the idea of celestial
beauty must overwhelm it in ecstatic delight ; that, for want of
apt words to express the ' divine perfeetions and the ardour jof
devotion, we must borrow such expressions as approach the nearest
to our ideas, and speak of Beauly and Love in a transcendent and



THE SIXTH DISCOURSE. g
AN icyl sense ; that, like a reed torn from its native bank, & L

“was séparated from its delicions honey, the soul of man bewails its
disunion with melancholy music, and sheds burning tears, like the

lighted taper, waiting passionately for the moment of its extinction,
as a disengagement from earthly trammels, and the means of
returning to its Only Beloved.  Such in part (for I omit the
minater and more subtil metaphysics of the Siifis, which are men-
tioned-in the Dabistdn) is the wild and enthusiastic religion of the
modern Persian poets, especially of the sweet Harrz and the great
Maulavk: sach is the system of the Véddnti philosophers and best
lyric poets of India; and, as it was a system of the highest
antiquity in both nations, it may be added to the many other
proofs of an immemorial affinity between them.

III.  On the ancient monuments of Persian sculpture and
architecture we have already made such observations, as were
sufficient for our purpose ; nor will you be surprized at the diversity
between the figures at Elephanta, which are manifestly Hindu, and
those at Persepolis, which are merely Sabian, if you concur with
me in believing, that the Takhs Jemshid was erected after the time
of Cayu'sers, when the Bra’hmans had migrated from Irdn, and
when their intricate mythology had been superseded by the simpler
adoration of the planets and of fire.

IV. As to the sciences or arts of the old Persians, I have
little to say ; and no complete evidence of them seems to exist.
Mousan speaks more than onee of ancient verses in the Pahlawm
language ; and Baumax assured me, that some scanty remains of
thema had been preserved : their music and painting, which
Nizami celebrated, have irrecoverubly perished ; and in regard to
Ma'nr, the painter and imposter, whose book of drawings called
Artang, which he pretended to be divine, is supposed to have been
destroyed by the Chinese, in whose dominions he had sought refuge,
the whole tale is too modern to throw any light on the (uestions
beforé us eomcerning the origin of nations and the inhabitants of
the primitive world.

Thus has it been proved by clear evidence and plain reasoning,
that a powerful monarchy was established in fran long before the
Assyvian or Pishdad), government ; that it was in trath o Hindu
monarchy, though, if any chuse to call it Cusian, Casdean, or
Seythian, we shall not enter into a dehate on mere names ; that it
subsisted wany conturies and that its history has been inorafted
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hat of the tfindus, who founded the monarchies of Ayd

d” Indraprestha ; that the language of the first Persian empire
was the mother of the Sanscrit, and consequently of the Zend. and
Parsi, as well as of Greek, Latin, and Gothic ; that the language of
the Assyrians was the parentof Chaldaic and Pahlavi, and that the
primary Zartarian language also had been current in the same
empire ; although, as the Zartars had no books or even letters,
we cannot with certainty trace their unpolished and wvariable
idioms. We discover, therefore in Persia, at the earliest dawn of
history, the three distinct races of men, whom we described on
former occassions as possessors of India, Arabia, T artary ; and, /
whether they were collected in Zran from distant. regions, or di-
verged from it, as from a common centre, we shall easily deter-
mine by the following considevations. Let us observe in . the .
first place the central position of Zrdn, which is bounded by Arabia,
by Tartary, and by India; whilsi Arabia lies contiguous to Jrdn only,
but is remote from Zurtary, and divided even from the skirts of
India by a considerable gulf; no country, therefore, but Persia
seems likaly to have sent forth its colonies to all the kingdoms of
Asia : the Bra'kmans eould never have migrated from India to Iran,
because they are expressly forbidden by their oldest existing laws
to leave the region, which they inhabit at this day; the Arabs have
not even a tradition of an emigration into Persiw before Momas-
MED, nor had they indeed any inducement to quit their beautiful
and extensive domains; and, as to the Zurtars, we have no trace
in history of their departure from their plains and forests, till the
invasion of the Medes, who, according to etymologists, were the
gons of Mapal, and even they .were conducted by princes of an
Assyrian family, The three races, therefore, whom we have al-
ready mentioned, (and more than three we have not yet found)
migrated from Irdn, as from their common country; and thus the
Sazon chroyicle, I presume from good authority, brings the first
inhabitants of Britein from Armenia; while a late very learned
writer concludes, after all his laborious researches, that thy GQothe
or Seythigns came from [Persia; and another contends with great
force, that hoth the Jrish and old Britons proceeded severally from
the borders of the Caspian; a ecoincidence of conclusions from
different media by persons wholly unconnected, which could secarce
have happened, if they were not grounded on rolid prineiplés,
We may therefore hold this proposition firmly established, that
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* Persia in its largest sense, was the true centre of p

, of knowledge, of languages, and of arts; which, instead of
travelling westward only, as it has been fancifully supposed, or
eastward, as might with equal reason have been asserted, were
expended in all directions to all the regions of the world, in which
the Hindu race had settled under various denominations:: but,
whether Asia has not produced other races of men, distinet from:
the Hindus, the Arabs, or the Tartars; or whether any apparent
diversity may not have sprung from an intermixture of those
three in different proportions, must be the subject of a future
inquiry. There is another question of more immediate importance;

which you, gentlemen, only can decide : namely, “by what means
we can preserve our Society from dying gradually.away, as it has.
advanced gradually to its present (shall I say flourishing or
languishing?) state.” It has subsisted five years without any ex-

pense to the members of it, until the first volume of our Transac-

tions was published; and the price of that large volume, if we com-

pare the different values of money in Bengal and in England, is not
more than equal to the annual contribution towards the charges
of the Royal Society by each of its fellows, who may not have

chosen to compound for it on his admission : this I mention, not

from an idea that any of us could object to the purchase of one

copy at least, but from a wish to inculcate the necessity of our

common exertions in promoting the sale of the work both here and

in London. In vain shall we meet, as a literary body, if our meet-

ings shall cease to be supplied with original dissertations and

memorials; and in vain shall we collect the most interesting papers;

if we canmot publish them occasionally without exposing the

Superintendents of the Company’s Press, who undertake tq print

them at their own hazard, to the danger of a considerable loss :

by tnhited efforts the French have compiled their stupendous.
repositories of universal knowledge ; and by united efforts only can
we hope to rival them, or to diffuse over our own country and the:
rest of Europe the lights attainable by our Asiatic Researches.
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(GENTLEMEN,

LTHOUGH we are at this moment considerably nearer
to the frontier of China than to the farthest limit of the .
British dominions in Hindusta'n, yet the first step, that
we shall take in the philosophical journey, which I propose

for your entertainment at the present meeting, will carry us to the

utmost verge of the habitable globe known to the best geographers
of old Greecce and Egypt ; beyond the boundary of whose know-
ledge we shall discern from the heights of the northern mountains
an empire nearly equal in surface to a square of fifteen degrees ;ah em-
pire, of which I donotmean to assign the precise limits, but which
we may consider, for the purpose of this dissertation, as embraced
on two sideg by Tartary and India, while the ocean separates itd
other sides from various Asia#e isles of great importance in the
commercial system of Lurope: annexed to that immense tract of
land is the peninsula of Corea, whicha vast oval bason divides
from Niphon or Japan, a cclebrated and imperial island, bearing in
arts and in arms, in advantage of situation but not in felicity of
government, a pre-eminence mmong eastern kingdoms analogous
to that of Britain among the nations of the west. So many
climates are included in so prodigious an area, that, while the
principal emporium of China lies nearly under the ftropie, its
metropolis enjoys the temperature of Sumarkand; such toolis the
diversity of soil in its fifteen provinees, that, while some of them
are exquisitely fertile, richly cultivated, and extremely populous,
others are barven and rocky, dry and unfruitful, with plains as
wild or mountains as rugged as any in Seythin, and those either
wholly deserted, or peopled by savage hordes, who, if they be nat
still independent, have been very lately subdued by the perfidy,
vather ‘han the valour, of a monareh, who has perpetuated his own !
L
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{ of faith in a Chinese poem, of which I have seer! a trans-
lation. .
The word China, concerning which I shall offer some new re-
marks, is well known to the people, whom we call the Chinese ; but
they never apply it (I speak of the learned among them) to them-
selves or to their country : themselves, according to Father Vispe-
LOU, they describe as the people of HAN, or of some other illustrious
family, by the memory of whose actions they flatter their national
pride ; and their country they call Chidm-cu?, or the Central King-
dom, representing it in their symbolical characters by a parallelo-
grdm exactly bissected : at other times they distinguish it by the
= words Tien-hia or What is under Heaven, meaning all that is valu-
able on Barth. Since they never name themselves with modera-
tion, they would have no right to complain, if they knew, that
Luropean authors have ever spoken of them in the extremes of
applause or of censure : by some they have been extolled as the
oldest and the wisest, as the most learned and most ingeni-
ous, of nations ; whilst others have derided their pretensions
to antiquity, condemned their government as abominable, and
arrpigned their manners as  inhuman, without allowing them
an element of science, or a single art, for which they have
not been indebted to some more ancient and more civilized race
of men. The truth perhaps lies, where we usually findit, between
the extremes ; butit isnot my design to accuse or to defend the
Chinese, to depress or to aggrandize them : I shall confine myself
to the discussion of a question connected with my former discourses,
and fur less easy to be solved than any hitherto started. ¢ Whence
came the singular people, who long had governed China, before
they were conguered by the Tawtars ?” On this problem, the
solution of which has no concern, indeed, with our political or
commercial interests, but a very material conmeetion, if T mistake
not, with interests of a higher nature, four opinions have been
advanced, and all rather peremptorily asserted, than supported by
argument and evidence. DBy a few writers it has been urged, that
the Chinese ave an original race, who have dwelled for ages, if not
froin eternity, in the land, which they now possess ; by others, and
chigfly by the mwissionaries, it is insisted, that they sprang from the
anme stock with the Hebrews and Arabg; a thivd assertion is that
of the Adrabs themselves and of M. Pavw, who hold it indubitahle,
that they were originally Turtars desconding in wild elans £ om the
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efis/of Tinaus ; and a fourth, at least as dogmatically pronounck L
iy of the preceding, is that of the Brdlhmens, who decide, without
allowing any appeal from their decision, that the Chinas (for so
they are named in Sanserit) were Hindus of the Cshatriya, or mili-
tary, class, who, . abandoning the privileges of their tribe, rambled
in different bodies to the north-east of Bengal; and, forgetting by
degrees the rites and religion of their ancestors, established separate
principalities, which were afterwards united in the plains and val-
leys, which are now possessed by them. If any one of the three .Jast
;  opinions be just, the first of them must necessarily be relinquished ;
but of those three, the first cannot possibly be sustained ; because
it rests on no firmer support than a foolish remark, whether true
or false, that Sem in Chinese means life and procrmtz’on ; and because
a tea-plant is not more different from a palm, than a  Chines: from
an Arab : they are men, indeed, as the tea and the palm are vege-
tables ; but human sagacity could not, I believe, discover any
other trace of resemblance between them. One of the Arabs,
indeed, an account of whose voyage to India and China has been
translated by Rexaupor, thought the Chinese not only handsomer
(according to his ideas of beauty) than the Hindus, but even more
like his own countrymen in features, habiliments, carriages, mbmn-
ners and ceremonies ; and this may be true, without proving an
actual resemblance between the Chinese and Arabs, except in dress
and complexion. The next opinion is more connected with that
of the Brdhmens, than M. Pavw, probably, imagined’; for though' -
he tells us expressly, that by Scythians he meant the Fhwrds or
Tartars ; yet the dragon on the standard, and some other peculiari-
ties, from which he would,infer a clear affinity between' the old
Tartars; and the Chinese, belonged indubitably to those Soythians,
who are known to have been Goths; and the Goths-had manifestly
a common lineage with the Hindus, if his own argument, in the
preface to his Researches, on the similarity of langunage, be, as all
men agree that it s, irrefragable. That the Chinase were anciently
of a Tartwrian stock, is a proposition,’ which I cannot ptherwiss
disprove for the present, than by insisting on the total dissimilarity
of the two races in manners and arts, particularly in the fine arty
of imagination, which the Zurtars, by their bwn aceount, nevers
cultivated ; but, if we show strong grounds for believing, “that the, |
fiest Chiness were actuadly ol wn Dindient vaco; 1t will followrthng ) ¢
M. Puww and the Arabs are mistaken : it is 1o the discussion of thig

t
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“ “% and, in my opinion, very interesting point, that T shall L
“inethie remainder of my discourse. "

In the Sanscrit Institutes of Civil and Religious Duties, re-
vealed, as the Hindus believe, by Maxu, the son of Brauma’, we,
find the following curious passage :  “ Many families of, the military
class, having gradually abandoned the ordinances of the Véda, and the
company of Brdlmens, lived in a state of degradation ; as the
people of Pundraca and Odra, those of Dravira and Cambdja, the
Yavanas and Sacas, the Pdradas and Pahlavas, the Chinas and
some other nations.” A full comment on this text would here
be superfluous : but, since the testimony of the Indian author,
whd, though certainly not a divine personage, was as certainly
a very ancient lawyer, moralist, and historian, is direct and positive,
disinterested and unsuspected, it would, T think, decide the ques-
tion before us, if we could be sure, that the word China signified
o Chinese, as all the Pundits, whom I have separately consulted,
assert with one voice : they assure me, that the Chinas of MANG
settled in a fine country to the north-east of Gour, andto the east
of Camarip and Népdl ; that they have long been, and still are,
famed as ingenious artificers ; and that they had themselves seen
old Chinese idols, which bore a manifest relation to the primitive
religion of India before Bubbna’s appearence in it. A well-in-
formed Pandit showed me a Sanscrit book in Cashmirian letters,
which, he said, was revealed by Siva himself, and entitled Sactis-
angama : he read to me a whole chapter of it on the heterodox
opinions of the Chinas, who were divided, says the author, into
near two hundred clans. 1 then laid before him a map of Asia ;
and, when I pointed to Cashmi’r, his own,country, he instantly placed
his finger on the north-western provinees of Ching, where the Chiras,
he said, first established themselves ; but he added, thLat
Maldchina, which was also mentioned in his book, extended to the
eastern and southern oceans. I believe, nevertheless, that the
Chinese émpire, ag we now call it, was not formed when the laws of
Mawu were collected ; and for this belief, so repugnant to the general
opinion, I amn bound to offer my reasous. If the outline of history
and chronology for the last two thousand years be correctly traced,
(and we must be hardy sceptics to doubt it) the poems of Ca'nLipa’s
werg composed before the heginning of our era: now it is elear,
from internal and external evidence, that the Rdmdyan and Mahd-
bhdarat were considerably older than the productions of that roet }
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d:i6 appears from the style and metre of the Dharma
ealed by Manu, that it was reduced to writing long before the
age of Va'Tmic or Vya'sa, the second of whom names it with ap-
plause : we shall not, therefore, be thought extravagant, if we
place the compiler of those laws between a thousand and fifteen
hundred years before CHrisT ; especially as Buopma, whose age is
Pretty well ascertained, is not mentioned in them ; but, in the
twelfth century before our era, the Chinese empire was at least in
its eradle. This fact it is necessary to prove ; and my first witness
is Conrucius himself. I know to what keen satire I shall expose
myself by citing that philosopher, after the bitter sarcasms of M./
Pauw against him and against the translators of his mutilated,
but valuable, works ; yet I quote without seruple the book entitled
Lidn Y, of which I possess the original with a verbal translation,’
and which I know to be sufficiently authentic for my present
purpose : in the second part of it Con-ru-tsu declares, that
“although he, like other men, could relate, as mere lessons of
morality, the histories of the first and second imperial houses, yet,
Jor want of evidence, he could give no certain account of them.”
Now, if the Chinese themselves do not even pretend, that any
historical monuments existed, in the age of Coxrucrus, preceding
the rise of their third dynasty about cleven hundred years before
the Christian epoch, we may justly conclude, that the reign of
Vu'vanm was in the infancy of their empire, which hardly grew to
maturity till some ages after that prince ; and it has been asserted
by very learned Furopeans, that even of the third dynasty, ‘which
he has the fame of having raised, no unsuspected memorial can
now be produced. It was not till the eighth century before the
birth of our Saviour, that a small kingdom was erected in
the province of Shen-sf, the capital of which stood nearly
in the thirty-fifth degree of northern latitude, and about fire degrees
to the west of Si-gan : both the country and its metropolis were
called C%ér ; and the dominion of its princes was gradually extended
to the east and west. A king of (%i'n, who makes a figuré in the
Shdhkndmah among the allies of Arrasivas, was, I prosume, a sover-
eign of the country just mentioned ; and the river of Chin, which
the poet frequently names as the limic of his eastern geography,
geems to have been the Yellvw River, which the Chinese inlmdu,vv
at the beginning of their fabulous annals : T shonld be tempted
to expetiate on so curious a subject ; but the present occasion
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Q17550 0% o?lling‘superﬂuous, and permits me only to add, that Man-

wchidn died, in the middle of the thirteenth century, before the
city of Chin, which was afterwards taken by Kusraz, and that the
poets of Jran perpetually allude to the districts around it which
they celebrate, with Chegil and Khoten, for a number of musk:
animals roving on their hills. The territory of Chin so called by
the old Hindus, by the Persians, and by the Chinese (while the
Greeks and Arabs were obliged by their defective articulation to
iscal it Sin) gave its-name to a race of emperors, whose tyranny
made their memory so unpopular, that the modern inhabitants of
China hold the word in abhorrence, and speak of themselves as the
people of a milder and more virtuous dynatsy ; but it is highly
probable that the whole nation descended from the Chinas of Maxu
and, mixing with the Zartars, by whom the plains of Honan and
the more southern provinces were thinly inhabited, formed by de-
grees the race of men, whom We now see in possession of the noblest
empire in Asia.

In sapport of an opinion, which I offer as the result of long
and anxious inquiries, 1 should regularly proceed to examine the
language and letters, religion and philosophy, of the present Chinese,
and subjoin some remarks on their ancient monuments, on their
sciences, and on their arts both liberal and mechanical : but their
spoken ' language, not having been preserved by the usual symbols
of articulate sounds, must have been for many ages in a continual
flux ; their letters, if we may so call them, are merely the symbols
of ideas ; their popular religion was imported from India in an age
compuaratively modern ; and their philosophy seems yet in so rude
a state, as hardly to deserve the appellation ; they have no ancient
monwments, from which their origin can be traced even by plau-
gible conjecture ; their stiences ave wholly exotic ; and their
mechanical arts have nothing in them characteristic of a particu-
lar family ; nothing, which any set of men, in a country so highly
fuyouréd by nature, might not have discovered and improved.
They have indeed, both national music and national poetry, and
both of them beautifully pathetic ; but of painting; sculpture, or
architectiire, as arts of imagination, they seem (like other Asiaties)
to bhave no idea. Instead, therefore, of enlarging separately on
each of those heads, I shall briefly inquire, how far the literature

and religious practices of Clhing confiruy or oppose the proposition,
whieh 1 have advanced.
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The declared and fixed opinion of M. b GuieyEs, on the su
Ject before us, is nearly connected with that of the Brdlmens : he
maintains, that the Chinese were emigrants from Fgypt, and the
Bgyptians, or Ethiopians, (for they were clearly the same people)
had indubitably a common origin with the old natives of Jadia, as
the affinity of their languages, and of their institutions, both religi-
ous and political, fully evinces ; but that China was peopled a few
centuries before our era by a colony from the banks/of the Nile,
though neither Persians nor Arabs, Tartars nor Hindus, ever heard
¢ of such an emigration, is a paradox, which the bare authority even
of 5o learned a man cannot support ; and, since reason grounded
on facts can alone decide such a question, we have a right to de-
mand clearer evidence and stronger arguments, than any that he
has adduced. The hieroglyphics of Egypt bear, indeed, a strong
resemblance to the mythological sculptures and paintings of /ndua,
but seem wholly dissimilar to the symbolical system of the Chinese,
which might easily have been invented (as they assert) by an in-
dividual, and might very naturally have becn contrived by the
first Chinas, or out-cast Ilindus, who either never knew, or had
forgotten, the alphabetical characters of their wiser ancestors. As
to the table and busts of Is1s, they seem to be given up as modern
forgeries ; but, if they were indisputably genuing, they would be
nothing to the purpose ; for the letters on the bust appear to have
been designed as alphabetical ; and the fabricator of them (if they
really! were farbricated in Zuwrepe) was uncommonly happy, since
two or three of them are exactly the same with those on a metal
pillar yet standing in the mnorth of India. In Eqypi, if we can
rely on the testimony of the Grecks, who studied no language but
their own, there were two sets of alphabetical characters
the one popular, like the various letters used in our Iadian
provinces : and the other sacerdotal, like the Dévandgart, cspecially
that forin of it, which we see in the Véda ; besides which they had
two sorts of saered sculpture ; the one simple, like the fighres of
Bubpuaa and the three RaMas ; and the othur, allegorical, Fike the
images of Gang'ss, or Divine Wisdom, and Isanr, or Nature, with
all their emblematical accompaniments ; but the real character of
the Chinese appears wholly distinet from any Foyptian writing, eithor
mysterious or popular and; as to the funey of M. pu Guiones, thyt
the ‘complicated symbols of China were at first 1o more than Phe-
niciond monograms et us hope, that Le bas abandoned so wild a

I
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4,/ which he started probably with no other view than to

y his ingenuity and learning.

We have ocular proof, that the few radical characters of the
Chinese were originally (like our astronomical and chymical sym-
bols) the pictures or outlines of visible objects, orfigurative signs
for simple ideas, which they have multiplied by the most ingenious
combinations and the liveliest metaphors ; but, as the system
i8 peculiar, I believe, to themselves and the Japanese, it would be
idly ostentatious to enlarge on it at present ; and, for the reasons
already ‘intimated, it neither corroborates nor weakens the opinion,
which ‘I endeavour to support. The same may as truly be said

~of their spoken language ; for independently of its constant fluctu-
ation during a series of ages, it has the peculiarity of excluding
four or five gounds, which othernations articulate, and is clipped into
monosyllables, even when the ideas expressed by them, and the
written symbols for those ideas, are very complex. This has
arisen, I suppose, from the singular habits of the people ; for,
though their common tongue be so musically accented as to form
a kind of recitative, yet it wants those grammatical accents, withou*
which all human tongues would appear monosyllabic : thus Amita,
with an accent on the first syllable, means, in the Sanscrit language,
ummeasurable ; and the natives of Bengal pronounce it Omity 4o
when the religion of Bubpua, the son of Ma'ya’, was carried hence
into China, the people of that country, unable to pronounce the
name of their new God, called him Fog, the son of Mo-vg, and di-
vided his epithet Amita into three syllables O-mr-To, annexing to
them certain ideas of their own, and expressing them in writing
by three distinct symbols. We may judge from this instance,
whether a comparison of their spoken tongue with the dialects of
other pations can lead toany certain conclusion as to their origin ; yet
the instance, which T have given, supplies me with an argument
from amalogy, which T produce as conjectural only, but which ap-
pears ‘more and more plausible, the oftener I consider it. The

Buobua of the Hindus is unquestionably the For of China ; but
the great progenitor of the Glinese is also named by them Fo-ur,
where the second monosyllable signifies, it seems, a victim : now
the ancestor of that military tribe, whom the Iindus call the
(,-'/u'uulr.uwuwz, or children of the Moon, was, according to their
Purdnas op legends, Bupbna, or the geniue of the planet Mercury,
from whow, in the Sifth degree, degcended o prince named Igouyy
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%71 /his father YavaTr sent in exile to the east of Hindu L

this imprecation, ¢ may thy progeny be ignorant of the Veda.”
The name of the banished prince could not be pronounced by the
modern Chinese ; and, though I dare not conjecture, that’the last
gyllable of it has been changed into Y A0, I may nevertheless ob-
serve that Yao was the fifth in descent from Fo-mi, or at least the
fifth mortal in the first imperial dynasty ; that all Chinese history
before him is considered "by Chinese themselves as poetical or fa-
bulous ; that his father Tr-co, like the Jndian king Y AvA'TL, was

 the first prince who married several women ; and that Fo-m1, the
head of their race, appeared, say the Chinese, in a province of the
west, and held hiscourt in the territory of Chin, where the rovers,
mentioned by the Indian legislator are supposed to havesettled. An-
other circumstance in the parallel is very remarkable ; according to
father DE PREMARE, in his tract on Chinese mythology, the mother of
Fo-ur was the Daughter of Heaven, surnamed Flower-loving ; and,
as the nymph was walking alone on the bank of a river with a simi-
lar name, she found herself on a sudden encircled by a rain-bow ;
goon after which she became pregnant, and at the end of twelve
years was delivered of a son radiant as herself, who, among other
titles, had that of Sui, or Star of the Year. Now in the mytholo-
gical system of the Hindus, the nymph Rominr, who presides over
the fourth lunar mansion, was the favourite mistress of So'Ma, or
the Moon, among whose numerous epithets we find Cumudundyaca
or Delighting in a species of water-flower, that blossoms at night ;
and their offspring was Bu'pua, regent of a planet, and called also,
from the mames of his parents, RAUHINE'YA or SAUMYA : it is true,
that the learned missionary explains the word Suvi by Jupiter ; but
an exact resemblance between two such fables could mnot have
been expected ; and it is sufficient for my purpose, that they seem
to have a family likeness. The God Buvpua, say the /adians, mars
ried Ina', whose futher was preserved in a miraculous ark from an
universal deluge : now, although I cannot insist with confidence,
that the rain-bow in the Chinese fable alludes to the Mosake nar-
rative of the flood, nor build any solid argument on the divine
personage Ni1u-va, of whose character, and even of whose sex, the
historians of China speak very doubtfully, 1 may, nevertheless,
assure you, after full inquiry and consideration, that the Chinega,
like the Hindus, believe this earth tp have been wholly covered
With ' water, which, in works of undisputed authenticity, they des;

. M
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o flowing abundantly, then subsiding, and separating the kigher
the lower age of mankind ; that the division of time, from which
their poetical history begins, just preceded the appearance of Fo—
HI on the mountains of Chin, but that the great inundation in the
reign of YAo was either confined to the lowlands of his kingdom,
if the whole account of it be not a fable, or, if it contain any allusion
to the flood of Noam, has been ignorantly misplaced by the Chinese
annalists,
- The importation of a new religion into China, in the first cen-
_tury of our era, must lead us to suppose, that the former system,
whatever it was, had been found inadequate to the purpose of res-
straining the great body of the people from those offences against
conscience and virtue, which the civil power could not reach ;
it is hardly possible that, without such restrictions,
could long have subsisted with felicity ; for no government ecan
long subsist without equal justice, and justice cannot be adminis-
‘tered without the sanctions of religion.  Of the religions opinions,
entertained by Cunrucrus and his followers, we may glean a general
notion from the fragments of their works translated hy CourLer ;
they  professed a firm belief in the supreme Gop, and gave a de-
mongtration of his being and of his providence from the exquisite
beanty and perfection of the celestial bodies, and the wonderful
order of nature in the ‘whole fabric of the visible world. From
this belief they deduced a system of Ethies, which the philosopher
BUmS up in a few words at the close of the Zun-yi: “He,” says
Convuerus, “who shall be fully persuaded, that the Lord of Heaven
governs the universe, who shall in all things chuse moderation,
who shall perfectly know his own species, and so act among them,
that his life and manners may conform to his knowledge of Gon
and man, may be truly said to discharge all the duties of a sage,
and to be far exalted above the common herd of the human race.”
But such a religion and such morality could never have been general
and we find, that the people of China had an ancient system of cere-
monies and superstitions, which the government and the philosophers
appear to have encouraged, and which has an apparent affinity with
some parts of the oldest /udian worship : they believed in the ageney
of genii or tutelary spirits, presiding over the stars and the elouds,
over lakes and rivers, mountaing, valleys, and woods, over certain
regions and towns, over all the elements, (of which, like the Hindus,
they reckonad five) and particularly over fire, the most bri%liant of

and
any government
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in which it now appears, are allowed to be conparatively modern ;
and, though the learned editor of the tract by Carrantus on the
literature of Ava, compares them with the Pa/ characters, yet,
if they be not, as I should rather imagine, derived from the
Paklavi, they are probably an invention of some learned Armenian
in the middle of the fifth century. MosEs of Kkoren, than whom
no man was more able to elucidate the subject, has inserted in
his historical work a disquisition on the language of Armenia,
from which we might collect some curious information, if the
present occasion required it ; but to all the races of men, who in*
habit the branches of Caucasus and the northern limits of Irdn, I
apply the remark, before announced generally, that ferocious and
hardy tribes, who rétire for the sake of liberty to mountainous
regions, and form by degrees a separate nation, must also form
in the end a separate language by agreeing on new words to express
new ideas ; provided that the language, which they carried with
them, was not fixed by writing and sufficiently copious. The
Armenian damsels are said by StrABO to have sacrificed in the
temple of the goddess Anartis, whom we know, from other autho-
rities, to be the NA'HI'D, or VENUS, of the old Persians; and it is
for many reasons highly probable, that one and the same religion
prevailed through the whole empire of Cyrus.

Having travelled round the continent, and among the islands, of
Asia, we come again to the coast of the Mediterrancan ; and the
principal nations of antiquity, who first demand our attention, are
the Greoks and Phrygians, who, though differing somewhat in
manners, and perhaps in dialect, had an apparent affinity in religion
as well as in language : the Dorian, lowian, and Lolian families
having emigrated from Europe, to which it is universally agreod
that they first passed fromn Egypt, 1 can add nothing to what has
been advanced concerning them in former discourses ; and, no
written monuments of old Phrygia being extant, I shall ouly obh-
serve, on the authority of the Greeks, that the grand ohjcey of mys-
terious worship in that eountry was the Mother of the Gods,
or Nature personifi ed, as we see hor among the fndigns in a thonsand
forms and under a thousond names.  She was called in the Phrygian
dialect Ma’, and represented in a car drawn by lions, with a d.l)'l]ln
in/her hand, and & towered corougt on her head : her mystories
(which seem to be alluded to in the Mosaic law) are golemnized

.
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5t the autumnal equinox in these provinces, where she is named,
in one of her characters, Ma’, is adored, in all of them, as the great
mother, is figured sitting on a lion, and appears in some of her
temples with a diadem or mitre of turrets : a drum is called din-
dima both in Sanserit and Phrygian ; and the tittle: of Dindymene
seems rather derived from that word, than from the name of a
mountain. The Draxa of Ephesus was manifestly the same
goddess in the character of productive Nature ; and the ASTARTE
of the Syrians and Phenicians (to whom we now return) was,
I doubt not, the same in another form: I may on the whole
assure you, that thelearned works of SELDEN and JABLONSKI, on
. the Gods of Syria and Egypt would receive more illnstration from
the little Sanserit book, entiled Chand) ; than from all the fragments
of oriental mythology, that are dispersed in the whole compass of
Grecian, Roman, and Hebrew literature. « We are told, that the
Phenicians, like the Hindus, adored the Sun, and asserted water to
be the first of created things; nor can we doubt, that Syria,
Samaria, and Phenice, or the long strip of land on the shore of the
Mediterranean, were anciently peopled by a branch of the /adian
stock, but were afterwards inhabited by that race, which for the
present we call Arabian : in all three the oldest religion was the
Assyrian, as it is called by SrLpEN, and the Sazmaritan letter appear
to have been the same at first with those of Phenice; but the
_Syrae, language, of which ample remains are preserved, and the
Punic, of which we have a clear specimen, in Pravrus and on
monuments lately brought to light, were indisputably of a Chaldaie,
or Arabie, origin.

The seat of the first Phenician having ¢xtended to Jdume, with
which we began, we have now completed the circuit of Asia ; but
we must not pass over in silence & most extraordinary people, who
escaped the attention, as BArrRow observes more than once, of the
diligent and inquisitive, Heroporus : T mean the people of Judaa,
whose langnage demonstrates their affinity with the Arabs, but
whaose manners, literature, and history are wonderfully distinguished
from the rest of mankind. Bagrow loads them with the severe,
but just, epithets of malignant, unsocial, obstinate, distrusiful,
sorbid, changeable, turbulent ; and deseribes themn as furiously
zealous in succouring their own eountrymen, but implacably hostile
to other nations ; yet, with all the dottish perversencss, the stupid
arrogance, and the brutal attrocity of their character, théy had
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¢ lim‘ merit, among all races of men under heaven, of pre
hga rational and pure system of devotion in the midst of wild poly-
theism, inhuman or obscene rights, and a dark labyrinth of errors
produced by ignorance and supported by interested fraud. Theologi-
cal inquiries are ro part of present subject ; but I cannot refrain from
adding, that the collection of tracts, which we call from their excel-
lence the Seriptures; contain, independently of a divine origin, more
true sublimity, more exquisite beauty, purer morality, more impor-
tant history, and finer srtains both of poetry and eloquence, than
could be collected within the same compass from all other books, that
were ever composed in any age or in any, idiom. The two parts, of .
which the Scriptures consist, are connected by a chain of comiposi-
tions, which bear no resemblance in form or style to any that can be
produced from the stores of Grecian, Indian, Persian, or even Ara-
bian, learning : the antiquity of those compositions no man doubts ;
and the unstrained application of them to events long subsequent to
their publication is a solid ground of belief, that they were.genuine
predictions, and consequently inspired ; but, if any thing be the
absolute exclusive property of each individual, it is his belief ; and,
I hope, I should be one ofthe last men living, who could harbour &
thought of obtruding my own belief on the free minds of others. I
mean only to assume, what, I trust, will be readily conceded, 'that
the first Hebrew historian must be entitled, merely as such, to an
equal degree of credit, in his account of all civil transactions, with
any other historian of antiquity : how far that most ancient writer -
confirms the result of our inquiries into the genealogy of nations,

I propose to show at our next anniversary meeting ; when, after
an approach to demonstration, in the strict method of the old an-
alysis, I shall resume the whole argument concisely and synthetical-
ly s and shall then have condensed in seven discourses a mass of
evidence, which, if brevity had not been my ohjeet, might, have
heen expanded into seven large volumes with no other trouble thau
that of holding the pen ; but (to borrow a'turn of expression from
one of our poets) *“ for what I have produced, I claim anly your
indulgence ; it is for what 1 have suppressed, that 1 am on}itlcd to

your thanks. ”’
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THE ORIGIN AND FAMILIES OF NATIONS.
Ay DELIVERED 23rp FEBRUARY, 1792.

BY

i ‘ THE PRESIDENT.

S ;)‘Fq OU have attended, gentlemen, with so much indulgence to
a\_ ;.f“ my discourses on the five Asiatic nations, and on the vari-
l.y ous tribes established along their several borders or inter-
LN }

~ spersed over their mountains, that T cannot but flatter my-
self with an assurance of being heard with equal attention, while I
trace to one centre the three great families, from which those na-
tions appear to have proceeded, and then hazard a few conjectures
on the different courses, which they may be supposed to have
taken toward the countries, in which we find them settled at
the dawn of all genuine histroy.

Let us begin with a short review of the propositions, to
which we have gradually been led, and separate such as are
morally certain, from such as are only probable : that the first
race of Persians and Indians, 16 whom we may add the Romans
and Grecks, the Goths, and the old Byyptians or Lithiops, original-
ly epoke the same language and professed the same popular faith,
is capable, in my humble opinion, of incontestable proof ; thatthe
Jews and Arabs, the Assyrians, or second Persian race, the people who
mpoke Syraie, and s numerous tribe of Abyssinians, used one
primitive dialect wholly distinct from the idiom just mentioned,
is, T believe, undisputed, and, I am sure, indisputable ; but
that the settlers in China and Japan had a common origin with
the Hindus, is no more than highly probable ; and, that all the Tartars,
88 they are inaccurately called, were primarily of a thiyd separate
branch, totally differing from the two others in language, man-
uers;, and featurcs may indeed be plausibly, conjectured, but
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afigt, for the reasons alleged in-a former essay, be perspicu=
ously shown, and for the present therefore must be merely as-
sumed. .Could these facts be verified by the best attainable evi~
dence, it would not I presume, be doubted, that the whole earth
was peopled by a variety of shoots from the Indian, Arabian,
and Zartarian branches, or by such intermixtures of them, as, in a
course ofages, might naturally have happened.

Now I admit without hesitation the aphorism of Lixxzus,
that *in the beginning Gob created one pair only of every living
species, which has a diversity of sex;” but, since that incom-
parable naturalist argues principally from the wonderful diffusion
of vegetables, and from an hypothesis, ‘that the water on this globe
has been continually subsiding, I venture to produce a shorter
and closer argument in support of his doctrine. That Nature, of
which simplicity appears a distinguishing attribute, does nothing
n vain, is a maxim in philosophy ; and against those, who deny
maxims, we cannot dispute ; but it s vain and superfluous fo do
by many means what may be done by fewer, and this is another axiom
received into courts of judicature from the schools of ‘philos
sophers : we must not, therefore, says our great NuwTON, admit
more causes of natural things, than those, which are true, and sufficiently
account for natural phenomena ; but it is true, that one pair at least
of every living species must at first have been created ; and that
one human pair was sufficient for the population of our globe in &
period of no considerable length (on the very moderate supposition.
of lawyers and political arithmeticians, that every pair of ancestors
left on an average two children, and each of them two more), is
evident from the rapid increase of numbers in geometrical pro~
gression, 8o well known to those, we have ever taken the trouble to
sum o series of as many terms, as they suppose generations of men
in two or three thousand years. It follows, that the Author of
Nature (for all nature proelaims its divine author) crcated but
one pair of our species ; yet, had it not been (among other reasens)
for the devastations, which history has recorded, of water and five,
wars, famine, and pestilence, this earth would not now have had
room for ite multiplied inhabitants. If the human race then be,
as we may coufidently assume; of one natural apecies, they must
all have proceeded from one pair ; and if perfect justice be, ag it i§
most. indubitably, an essential attvibute of GOD, that paiy must /
have been gifted with suflicient wisdom and strongth to be virtuous,
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e admitted, happy, but intrusted with
cious and consequently degraded : what-
option, they must people in time the region
e established, and their numorous descendants

must necessarily seek new countries, as inclination might prompt,

or accident lead, them ; they would of course migrate in separate
families and clans,

which, forgetting by degrees the language of
their common progenitor, would form new diale~ts to convey new
ideas, both simple and complex ; natural affection would unite
them ‘at first, and a sense of reciprocal ultility, the great and only

teedom of will to be vi
ever might be their
where they first wer

~ cement of social union in the

absence of public honor and Jjustice,
for which in evil times it is a general substitute, would combine
them at length in communities more or less regular ; laws would

- be proposed by a part of cach community, but enacted by the

whole ; and governments would be variously arranged for the
happiness or misery of the g

overned, according to their own vir-*
tue and wisdom, or depravity and folly ; so that, in less than

three thousand years, the world would exhibit the same ap-
pearances, which we may actually observe on it in the age of
the great Arabian impostor.

On  that part of it, to which our united researches are ge-
nerally confined, we sce Jive races of men peculiarly distinguish-
ed, m the time of ManommeD, for their multitude and extent of
dominion ; but we have reduced them to three, because we can
diseover no more, that essentially differ in language, religion,
manners, and other knowm characteristics © now those three
races, how variously soever they may at present be dispersed
and intermixed, inust (if the preceding conclugions hbe Justly
drawn) have migrated originally from a central country, to find
which is the problem proposed for solution. Suppose it solved ;
and give any arbitrary name to that centre : let it, it you please,
be fran. The three primitive languages, therefore, must at first
have been concentrated in Iran, and there only in fact we
Aee traces of them in the earliest historical age ; but, for the sake
of greater precision, conceive the whole empire of Iran, with all
its mountajus and vallies, plaing and rivers, to be every way
infinitely diminished ; the fivst winding courses, therefore, of all
the nations proceeding from it by land, and nearly at the same
tie, will be little right lines, but without intersections, hecause
those courges could not have thwarted and crosged one another -



e you consider the seats of all the migrating nations as p
a surrounding figure, you will perceive, that the several rays,
diverging from Zrém, may be drawn to them without any intersec-
tion ; but this will not happen, if you assume as a centre Arabia,
or Egypt; India, Tartary, or China ; it follows, that Iran or Persia,
(I contend for the meaning, not the name), was the central country,
which we sought. This mode of reasoning I have adopted, not
from any affectation (as you will do me the justice to believe) of
a scientific diction, but for the sake of conciseness and variety,'
and from a wish to avoid repetitions ; the substance of my argu-
ment having been detailed in a different form at the close of an-
other discourse ; nor does the argument in any form rise to demon-
stration, which the question by no means admits : it amounts,
however, to such a proof, grounded on written evidence and cre-
dible testimony, as all mankind hold sufficient for decisions affect-
ing property, freedom, and life.

Thus then have we proved, that the inhabitants of Asia,
and consequently, as it might be proved, of the whole earth,
sprang from three branches of one stem : and that those branches
have shot into their present state of Iluxuriance in a period
comparatively short, is apparent from a fact universally ac-
knowledged, that we find no certain monument, or e¢ven probable
tradition, of a nations planted, erapires and states raised, laws enaet-
ed, cities built, navigation improved, commerce encouraged, arts
invented, or letters contrived, above twelve or at inost fifteen or-
sixteen centuries before the birth of Cmmist, and from, another
fact, which cannot be controverted, that seven hundred or &
thousand years would have been fully adequate to the supposed
propagation, diffusion, and establishment of the human race.

The most ancient history of that race, and the oldest compo-
sition perhaps in the world, is a work in #lebrew, which we may
suppose at first, for the sake of our argument, to have no higher
authority than any other work of equal  antiquity, that the re-
gearches of the curious had accidentally brought to light : it is
ascribed to Musan ; for so he writes his own name, which, after
the Greeks and HRomans, we have changed into Mosks ; and
though it was manifestly his objeot to give #n historical account
of a single family, he has introduced it with a short view of the
primitive world, and his introduction has been divided, pethaps '/
improperly, inta eleven chapters. After deseribing with awful
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the creation of this universe, he asserts, that one pa L
imal species was called from mothing into existence ;
that the human pair were strong enough to be happy, but free to be
miserable ; that from delusion and temerity, they disobeyed their
“supreme benefactor, whose goodness could not pardon them consist-
eutly with his justice ; and that they received a pnnishment ade-
quate to their disobedience, hut softened by a mysterious promise
0 be accomplished in their descendants. We cannot but believe,
on the supposition just made of a history uninspired, that these
facts were delivered by tradition from the first pair, and related
by Moses in a figurative style ; not in that short of allegory,
which rhetoricians describe as a mere assemblage of metaphors,
but in the symbolical mode of writing adopted by eastern sages,
 to embellish and dignify historical truth : and, if this were a time
for such illustrations, we might produce the same account of the
ereation and the fall, expressed by symbols very mnearly similar,
from the Purdnas themselves, and even from the Véda, which
appears to stand next in antiquity to the five books of Mosgs.

The sketeh of antediluvian history, in which we find many
dark passages, is followed by the narrative of a deluge, which
destroyed the whole race 6f man, except four pairs ; an historical
fact admitted as true by every mnation, to whose literature we
have access, and particularly by the ancient Hindus, who have
allotted an eéntire Purdna to the detail of that event, which they
relate, as usnal, in symbols or allegories. I concur most heartly
with those, who insist, that in proportion as any fact mentioned
in history seems repugnant to the course of nature, or, in one
word, miraculous, the stronger evidence is required to induce a
rational belief of it ; but we hear without incredulity, that cities
have been overwhelmed by eruptions from burning mountains;
territories laid waste by hurricanes, and whole irlands depopulated
by earthquakes : if then we look at the firmament sprinkled with
innumerable stars ; if we conclude by a fair analogy, that every
star is a sun, attracting, like ours, a system of inhabited planets ;
aud if our ardent fancy, soaring hand in hand with sound reason,
walt us beyond the visible sphere into regions of immensity, dis-
closing other celestial expanses and other systems of suns and
worlds on all sides without numaber or end, e cannot but consider
the submersion of our little gpheroid as an infinitely less event in
respect of the immessurable universe, than the destruction of a
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Oy an isle in respect of this habitable globe. Let a ge

, however, be supposed improbable in proportion to the mag-
nitude of so ruinous an event, yet the concurrent evidences of it
are completely adequate to the supposed improbability ; but, as we
cannot here expatiate on those proofs, we proceed to the fourth
important fact recorded in the Mosaic history ; I mean the first
propagation and early dispersion of mankind i separate Jamilies to
separate places of residence.

Three sons of the just and virtuous man, whose lineage was
preserved from the general inundation, travelled, we are told, as
they began to multiply, in #hree large divisions variously subdivid-
ed : the children of YA'FET seem, from the traces of Sklavonian
names, and the mention of their being enlarged, tohave spread
themselves far and wide, and to have produced the race, which, for
want of a correct appellation, we call Zartarian ; the colonies,
formed by the sons of Ham and SmeMm, appear to have been nearly
simultaneous ; and, among those of the latter branch, we find
80 many names incontestably preserved at this hour in Arabig,
that we cannot hesitate in pronouncing them the same people,
whom hitherto we have denominated Arabs; while the former
branch, the most powerful and adventurous of whom were the
progeny of Cusn, Misg, and RaMa (names remaining wichanged
in Sanserit, and highly revered by the IZlindus), were, in all
probability, the race, which I call Zndian, and to which we may
now give any other name, that may seem more proper and com-
prehensive. J

The general introduction to the Jewick history closes with
a very concise and obseure account of a presumptuous and mad
attempt, by a particular colony, to build a splendid city and
raise a fabric of immense height, independently of the  divine
aid, and, it should seem, in defiance of the divine power; a
project, which was baffled by means appearing at first view inad-
equate to the purpose, but ending in violent dissension among
the projectors, amd in the ult_imntc separation of_ them : this
event also seems to be recorded by the, ancient Hindus in two
of their Purdnas; and it will be proved, 1 trust, on. some firture
occagion, that the lion bursting fr«';m a pillar to '(lasm'n_.y’a dlasphem -
ing giant, and #he dwarf, who beguiled and heold in dm'wo_u the mag-
nificent Bexi, are one and the same story related in' a  sym-

bolical style. '
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o yow these primeval events are described as having hap-
pencd between the Ozus and Buphrates, the mountains of Cau-
casus and the borders of India, that is, within the limits of
fram ; for, though most of the Mosaic names have been consi-
derably altered, yet numbers of them remain unchanged : we
still find Harrdn in Mesopotamia, and travellers appear unanimous
in fixing the site of ancient Babel.

~Thus, on the preceding supposition, that the first eleven
chapters of the book, which it is thought proper to call Genesis
are merely a pretace to the oldest civil history mnow extant, we
see ‘the truth of them confirmed by antecedent reasoning, and
by evidence in part highly probable, and in part certain ; but
the connection of the Mosaic history with that of the Gospel
by a chain of sublime predictions ungestionably ancient, and
apparently fulfilled, must induce us to think the Hebrew narrative
more than buman in its origin, and consequently true in every
substantial part of it, though possibly expressed in figurative
language ; as many learned and pious men have believed, and as
the most pious may believe without injury, and perhaps with ad-
vantage, to the cause of revealed religion. If Moses then was en-
duced with supernatural knowledge, it is no longer probable only,
but’ absolutely certain, that the whole race of man proceeded from
Tram, as from a centre, whence they migrated at first in three great
colonies ; and that those three branches grew from a eommon stock,
which had been miraculously preserved in a general convulsion and
inundation of this globe. )

Having arrived by a different path at the same conclusion
with Mr. BeyANT as to one of those families, the most ingenious and
enterprising of the three, but arrogant, eruel, and idolatrous, which
we both conclude to be various shoots from the Hamian or Amo-
nian branch, I ghall add but little to my former observationg on
his profound and agreeablée work, which I have thrice perused
with increased attention and pleasure, though not with perfect ac-
quieseence in the other less important purts of hig plausible system.
The sum of his argument seems reducible to three heads. First 3
“if the deluge really happened at the time recorded by Mosus,
those nations, whose monuments are preserved or whose writings
are accesrible, must have retained memorials of an event go stupen-
dous and camparatively so recent ; but in fact they have retained
such memorials " this reasoning seems just, and the fact is true
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ad’ controversy : Secondly ; ““ those memorials were expresse

he race of Hanx, before the use of letters, in rude sculpture or
painting, and mostly in symbolical figures of the ark, the eight
persons concealed in it, and the birds, which first were dismissed
from it : this fact is probable, but, I think, not sufficiently ascer-
tained.” Thirdly ; “all ancient Mythology (except what was
purely Sabwan) had *its primary source in those various symbols
misunderstood ; so that ancient Mythology stands now in the place
of symbolical sculpture or painting, and must be explained on the
same principles, on which we should begin to decypher the origin-

L

als, if they now existed :” this part of the system is, in my opin- /

ion, carried too far; nor can I persuade myself (to give one in-
stance out of many, that the beautiful allegory of Cupip and Psycus,
had the remotest allusion to the deluge, or that Flymex signified
the vei, which covered the patriarch and his family. These prop-
ositions, however, are supported with great ingenuity and solid
erudition, but, unprofitably for the argument, and unfortunately,
perhaps, for the fame of the work itself, recourse is had to ety-
mological conjecture, than which no mode of reasoning is in general
weaker or more delusive. He, who professes to derive the words
of any one language from those of another, must expose himself
to the danger of perpetual errors, unless he be perfectly acquaing-
ed with both ; yet my respectable friend, though eminently skilled
1 the idioms of Greece and Rome, has no sort of aequaintance with
any Asiatic dialect, except Hebrew ; and he has consequently made
mistakes, which every learner of Arabic and Persian must in-

stantly detect. Among jfifty radical words (ma, taph, and ram
being included), eightzen are purely of Arabian origin, twelve merely
Indion, and seventeen both Sanserit and Arabic, but in senses
totally different ; while #wo are Greek only, and one Lygyptian, or
barbarous : if it be urged, that those radicals (which ought surely
to have concluded, instead of preceding, an analytical inquiry) are
precious traces of the primitive language, from which all others
were derived, or to which at least they were subsequent, I can

only declare my belief, that the language of Noan is lost irte-

trievably, and assure you, that, after a diligent search, I cannot

find asingle word used in common by the Arabian, Indian and

Tartar families, before the intermixture of dialects occasioned by

Mahommedan econquerts. ~There arg, indeed, very obvious traces

of the Hamian language, and some hundreds of words might

p

’



my protest against conjectural etymology in historical researches, and
principally against the licentiousness of etymologists in transposing
and inserting letters, in substituting at pleasure dny consonant for
another of the same order, and in totally disregarding the vowels :
for such permutations few radical words would be more con-
venient than Cus or Cusw, since, dentals being changed for dentals,
and palatials for palatials, it instantly becomes coot, goose, and, by
transposition, duck, all water-birds, and evidently symbolical ; it next
is the goar worshipped in Egypt, and, by a metathesis, the dog
adored as an emblem of Sirigs, or, more obviously, a caf, not the
domestic animal, but a sort of ship, and, the Caifos, or great sea-
fish, of the Dorians. It will hardly be imagined, thatI mean
by this irony to insult an author, whom I respect and esteem ; but
no consideration should induce me to assist by my slience in the
diffusion of error; and I contend, that almost any word or nation
might be derived from any other, if such licences, as I am op-
posing; were permitted in etymological histories : when we find,
indeed, the same words, letter for letter, and in a sense precisely
the same, in different languages, we can scarce hesitate in allow-
ing them a common origin; and, not to depart from the ex-
ample before us, when we see Cusa or Cus (for the Sanmserit

ame also is variously pronounced) among the sons of Bramma’,
that is, among the progenitors of the Hindus, and at the head of
an ancient pedigree preserved in the Ramdayan ; when we meet
with his name again in the family of Rama; when we know,

that the name is venerated in the highest degree, and given toa
gacred grass, described as a Poa by Korxig, which is used with
a thousand ceremonies in the oblations to fire, ordained by Musu
to form the sacrificial zone of the Brdhmans, and solemnly declared

in the Véda to have sprung up soon after the deluge, whence the

LPaurdnics consider it as the bristly hair of the boar whieh supported
the globe ; when we add, that one of the seven dwipas, or great

peninsulag of this earth, has the same appellation, we ean hardly

doubt, that the Cusa of Moses and Va'umic was the same per-

sonage and an ancestor of the Indian race.

From the testimonies adduced in the six last annual dis-
covrses, and from the additional 'proofs laid before you, or rather
opened, on the present occasion, it seems to follow, that the only
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§/: to those deities they offered victims on high places ; an
ollowing passage from the Shi-cin, or Book of Odes, is very much
in the style of the Bra/hmans : “ Even they, who perform a sacrifice
with due reverence, cannot perfectly assure themselves, that the’
divine spirits accept their oblations ; and far dess can they, who
adore the Gods with langour and oscitancy, clearly perceive their
sacred illapses.” These are imperfect traces indeed, but they are
traces, of an affinity between the religion of Manu and that of the
Chinas, whom he names among the apostates from it: M. Lz
GexTiL observed, he says, a strong resemblance between the funer-
al rites of the Chinese and the Sra'ddha of the Hindus ; and M.
BATLLY, after a learned investigation, ,concludes, that * Even  the
puerile and absurd storics of the Chinese fabulists contain a rems
nant of ancient Indian history, with a faint sketceh of the first Hindu
ages.” As the Bauddhas, indeed, were Ilindus, it may naturally
be imagined, that they carried into China many ceremonies prac:
tised in their own country ; but the Bauddhas positively forbad
the immolation of cattle ; yet we know, that various animals, even
bulls and men, were anciently sacrificed by the Chingse; besides
which we discover many singular marks of relation between them
and the old Hindus : as in the remarkable period of four hundred
and thirty two thousand,"and the cycle of sizty, years ; i the pre-
dilection for the mystical number nine ; in many similar fasts and
great festivals, especially at the solstices and equinoxes ; ‘in the
just-mentioned obsequies consisting of rice and fruits loflered to the
names of their ancestors ; in the dread of dying childless, lest sych
offerings should be intermitted ; and, perhaps, in' their common
abhorrence of red objects, which the /ndians carried so far, that
Maxu himself, where he allows a Bra'hmen to trade, if he cannot
otherwise support life, absolutely forbids ¢ his traflicking in any
gort of red cloths, whether linen or woollen, or made of woven
bark.” All the circumstances, which have been mentioned under
the two heads of lterature and religion, seemx collectively to prave
(a8 far as ruch a question admits proof) that the (hinese and Hindus
were ‘originally the same people, but baving heen separated noar
four thousand years, have retained few strong features of their
ancient consanguinity, especially as the [Hindus have preserved
their old language and ritual, while the Chineso very soon lost both,
and the Hindus have ' constantly intermarried among thomselves

while the Chinese, by & mixture of 7urtanian blood from ‘the time



A sumlar diversity has arisen, I beheve, from similar causes,
between the people of China and Japan ; on the second of which
nations we have now, or soon shall have, as correct and as.ample
instruction as can possibly be obtained without a perfect acquain-
tance with the Chinese characters. Kmwmprer has taken from M.
Trrsiner the honour of being the first, and he from Kmuprer that
of being the only Huropean, who by a long residence in Japan,
and a familiar inter course with the principal natives of it, has been
able to collect authentic materials for the natural and civil his-
tory of a country secluded, as the Romans used to say of our own
isiand, from the vest of the world: the works of those illustrious
travellers will confirm and embellish each other; and, when M.
Trrsmweu shall have acquired a knowledge of . Chinese, to which a
part of his leisure in Java will be devoted, his precious collection
of books in that language, on the laws and revolutions, the natural
productions, the arts, manufactures, and sciences of Japan, will be
in his hands an inexhaustible mine of new and. important informa-
tion. Both he and his predecessor assert with cofidence, and, I
doubt not, with truth, that the Japanese would resent, as an insult
on their dignity, the bare suggestion of their descent from the
Chinese, whom they surpass in several of the mechanical arts, and,
what is of greater consequence, in military spirit; but they do not,
I understand, mean to deny, that they are a branch of the same
ancient stem with the people of China ; and, were that fact ever
#o warmly contested by them, it might be proved by an invineible
argument, if the preceding part of this discourse, on the origin of
the Chinese, be thought to contain just reasoning. In the first place,
it seemps mconccwqble, that the Japanese, who never appear to
have been conquerors or conquered, should have adopted
the whole system: of Chinese literature with all its incon-
veniences and intricacies, if an immemorial connexion had not sub-
sisted between the two nations, or, in other words, if the bold and
ingenious race, who peopled Japan in the middle of the thirteenth
contury before Cmmist, and, about six hundred years afterwards,

sstablished their monarchy, had not carried with them the letters
and learning, which they and the Chiunese had possessed in common ;
but my principal argument is, that the Z/indu or Egyptian idolatry
hus prevailed in Jupan from the earliest ages ; and among the idols
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bduipped, according to KaMPFER, in that country, before
novations of Sa'cya or BupDHA, whom the Japanese also call
Amipa, we find many of those, which we see every day in the tem-,
ples of Bengal ; particularly the goddess with many arms, represent-
ing the powers of Nature, in Egypt named Tsis and here IsaA’Nt or
Isr, whose image, as it is exhibited by the German traveller, all
the Bra:kmans, to whom I showed it, immediately recognized with a
mixture of pleasure and enthusiasm. It is very true that the Chinese
differ widely from the natives of Japan in their vernacular dialects, in
external manners, and perhaps in the strength of their mental facul-
ties ; but as wide a difference is observable among all the nations of
the Gothic family ; and we might account even for a greater dissimi-
larity, by considering the number of ages, during which the several
swarmshave been separated from the great [ndian hive, to which they
primarily belonged. The modern Japanese gave K zmrrER the idea of
polished Zartars ; and it is reasonable to believe, that the people of
Japan, who were originally #indus of the martial class and advanced
farther castward than the GAf nas, have, like them, insensibly changed
their features and characters by intermarriages with various Zariarian
tribes, whom they found loosely scattered over their isles,
or who afterwards fixed their abode in them. AL
Having now shown in five discourses, that the Arabs and
Tartars were originally distinct races, while'the Hindus, Chinese,
and Japanese proceeded from another ancient stem, and that all the
three stems may be traced to [ranm, as to a commeon centre, from
which it is highly probable, that they diverged in various directions
about four thousand years ago, I may seem to have accomplished
my design of investigating the origin of the Asiatic nations ; but
the questions, which 1 undertook to discuss, are not yet ripe for a
strict analytical argument ; and it will first be necessary to examine
with serupulous atttention all the detached or insulated races of
men, who either inhabit the borders of India, Arabia, Tartary, Persia
and C'hina, or are interspersed in the mountainous, and uncultivated
parts of those extensive regions. To this examination 1 shall, at
our next annual meeting, allot an entive discourse ; and if, after al)
our inquiries, no more than #hree primitive races can be found, it
will be a subsequent consideration, whether those three stocks had
one common root, and, if they had, by what means that root was
preserved amid the violent shocks, which our whole globe appears *
eyidently to have sustained.
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e
GENTLEMEN,
S E have taken a general view, at our five last annnual meetings,

AV, VA of as many celebrated nations, whom we have proved,
19 as far as the subject admits of -proof, to have descended

from three primitive stocks, which we call for the present
Indian, Arabian, Tartarian; and we have nearly travelled over
all Asia, if not with a perfect coincidence of sentiment, at least,
with as much unanimity, as can be naturally expected in a large
body of men, each of whom must assert it as his right, and
consider it as his duty, to decide on all points for himself,
and never to decide on obscure points without the best evidence,
that can possibly be adduced : our travels will this day be
concluded, but our historical researches would have been left
incomplete, if we had passed without attention over the numerous
races of borderers, who have long been established on the limits of
Arabia, Persia, India, China, and Tartary; over the wild tribes
residing in the mountainous parts of those extensive regions ;
and the more civilized inhabitants of the islands annexed by
geographers to their Asiatic divigion of this globe.

Let us take our departure from Jdume near the gulf of
Elapitis, and, having encircled Asia, with such deviations from our
course a8 the subject may require, let us return to the peint
from which we began ; endeavouring, if we are able, to find a
nafion, who may clearly be shown, by just reasoning from their
language, religion, and manners, to be neither Indians, Arabs, nor
Lartars, pure or mixed ; but always remembering, that any small
farnily detached in an carly age from their parent stock, without
lotters, with few ideas beyoud objects of the first necessity,
and comsequently with few words, and fixing their abode on a
range of mountaing, in an island, or'even in a wide region before

T
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minidabited, might in four or five centuries people their new ¢
try, and would necessarily form a new language with no percep-
tible traces, perhaps, of that spoken by their ancestors. Edom or
Tdume, and Erythra or Phanice, had originally, as many believe,
a similar meaning, and were derived from words denoting a red
colour ;. but, whatever be their derivation, it seems indubitable,
that a race of men were anciently settled in Jdume and in Median,
whom the oldest and best Greek authors call Erythreans ; who
were very distinct from the Arabs; and whom, from the concur-
rence of many strong testimonies, we may safely refer to the
Indian stem. M. D’HerBeror mentions a tradition (which he
treats indeed, as a fable,) that a colony of those Jdumeans had
migrated from the northern shores of the Erythrean sea, and sailed
across the Mediterranean to Europe, at the time fixed by Chrono-
logers for the passage of EvanpEr with his Arcadians into Italy,
and that both Greeks and Romans were the progeny of those emi-
ants. It is not on vague and suspected traditions, that we must
build our belief of such events ; but Newron, who. advanced
nothing in science without demonstration, and nothing in history
without such evidence as he thought conclusive, asserts from au-
thorities, which he had carefully examined, that the Jdumean
Voyngei's ¢ garried with them both arts and sciences, among which
were their astronomy, navigation, and letters; for in Zdume,
says he, they had letters, and names jfor constilations, before the
days of JoB, who mentions them.” Jos, indeed,. or the author of
the book, which takes its name from him, was of the Arabian stook
as the language of that sublime work incontestably proves ; buf
the invention and propagation of letters and astronomy are by all
go justly ascribed to the'Zadian family, that, if StraBo and Hero-
potus were not grossly deceived, the adventurous Idumeans, who
first gave names to the stars, and hazarded long voyages in-ships
of their own comstruction, could be no other than a branch of the
Hindu race : in all events, there is no ground for believiux‘;~
them of a fowrth distinct lineage ; and we need say no more of
them, till we meet them again, on our return, under the name of
Phenicians.

As we pass down the formidable sea, which rolls over its
coral bed hetween the coast of the Arabs, or those, who speak the
pure language of Ismar, and that of the Jjums, or these, who
mutler 1 barbarously, we find no certain traces, on the Arabian side,’
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1y’ people, who were not originally Arabs of the genuine or
d breed : anciently, perhaps, there were Troglodytes in part
of the peninsula, but they seem to have been long supplanted by
. the Nomades, or wondering herdsmen ; and who those Troglodyles
were, we shall see very clearly, if we deviate a few moments from
our intended path, and make g short excursion into countries very
lately explored on the Western, or African, side of the Red Sea.
That the written Abyssinian language, which we call Lithiopie,
is a dialect of old Chaldean, and a sister of Arabic and Hebrew, we
know with certainty, not only from the great multitude of identical
words, but (which is a far stronger proof) from the similar gram-
‘matical arrangement of the several idioms : we know at the same
tie, that it is written, like all the Indian characters, from
the left hand to the right, and that the vowels are annexed, as in
Devanagart, to the consonants ; with whick they form a syllabic
gystem extremely clear and convenient, but disposed in a less
artificial order than the system of letters now exhibited in the
Sanscrit grammars ; whence it may justly be inferred, that the
order contrived by PA/Nixt or his disci ples is comparatively modern ;
and I have no doubt, from g cursory examination of many old
inscriptions on pillars and in caves, which have obligingly been
sent to me from all parts of India, that the Na'gar} and Ethopian
letters had at first a similar form. It has long been my opinion,
that the Abyssinians of the Arabian stock, having no symbols of
their own to represent articulate sounds, borrowed those of the
black, pagans, whom the Grecks call Troglodytes, from their
primeval habitation in natural caverns, for in mountains excavated
by their own labour : they were probably the first inhabitants of
Africa, where they became in time the builders of magnificent
cities, the founders of seminaries for the advancement of gcience
and phalosophy, and the inventors (if they were not rather the
importers) of symbolical characters. I believe on the whole,
that the Efthiops of Meroé were the same people with the firgt
Egyptians, and consequently, as it might easily be shown, with the
original Mindus. To the ardent and intrepid Mr. Bgucs, whose
travels are to my taste uniformly agreeable and satisfactory, though
he thinks very differently from me on the language and genius of
the drabs, we are indebted for more important, and, I believe,
more aecurate, information concerning the nations establiched tear
the Nile from its fountains to its moyths, than all Europe united
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’%% coutd” before have supplied ; but, since he has not been
pains to compare the seven languages, of which he has exhibited
a specimen, and since I have not leisure to make the comparison,
I must be satisfied with observing, on his authority, that the
dialects of the Gajots and the Gallas, the Agows of both races,
and the Jlalashas who must originally have used a Chaldean idiom,
were never preserved in writing, and the Amharic only in modern
times ; they must, therefore, have been for ages in fluctuation, and
can lead, perhaps, to no certain conclusion as to the origin of the
several tribes, who anciently spoke them. It is very remarkable,
as Mr. Bruce and Mr. Bryast have proved, that the Greeks
gave the appellation of [ndians both'to the southern nations of
Afric and to the people, among whom we now live ; nor is it less
observable, that, according to Epmorus quoted by Straso, they
called all the southern nations in the world FEthiopians, thus using
Indian and Ethiop as convertible terms : but we must leave the
gymnosophists of Ethiopia, who seem to have professed the
doctrines of Buppua, and enter the great /ndian ocean, of which
their Asiatic and African .brethren were probably the first
navigators.

On the islands near Yemen we have little to remark :! they
appear now to be peopled chiefly by Mohammedans, and afford no
marks of discrimination, with which I am acquainted, either in
language or manners ; but I cannot bid farewell to the coast of
Arabia, without assuring you, that, whatever may be said of
Omman and the Seythian colonies, who, it is imagined, were
formerly settled there, I have met with no trace in the maritime
part of Yemen, from Aden to Mauskat, of any nation, who were uot
either Arabs or Abyssinian invaders.

Between that country and ZIram are some islands, which,
from their insignificance in our present inquiry, may here be
neglected ; and, as to the Curds or other independent races, who
inhabit the branches of Zawrus or the banks of Huphrates and Tigris,
they have, I believe, no written language, nor any cortain
memorials of their origin: it has, indeed, been asserted by
trayellers, thata race of wandevers in Diyarbecr yet speak the
Chaldaic of our scripture ; and the rambling Taremdns have ve-
tained, I imagine, some traces of their Twrtwrion idioms ; but,
since no vestige appears, from the gulf of Persia to the rivers Cia
and Aras, of any people distinct from the Arabs, Persians or Tar-

N
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L ay¢ may conclude, that no such people exists in the Iranix
ains, and return to those, which separate fran from India.
The principal inhabitants of the mountains, called Pdrsici, where
they run fowards the west, Parveti, from a known Sanserit
word, where they turn in an eastern divection, and Paropamaisus,
where they join Imaus in the north, were anciently distinguished
among the Bra'hmans by the name of Deradas, but seem to have
been destroyed or expelled by the numerous tribes of Afghans or
Latans, among whom are the Baldjas, who give their name to a
mountainous district ; and there is very solid ground for believing,
that the Afghans descended from the Jews ; because they some-
times in confidence avow that unpopular origin, which in general
they sedulously conceal, and which other Muselmans positively as-
sert ; because Hazaret, which appears to be the Asareth of Espras,
is one of their territories ; and, principally, because their language
18 evidently a dialect of the scriptural Chaldaic.

We come now to the river Sindhu and the country named
from it : mear its mouths we find a district, called by NEARCHUS,
in his journal, Sangada; which M. I’ AnvirLe justly supposes to
be the seat of the Sanganians, a barbarous and piratical nation
mentioned by modern travellers, and well known at present by our
countrymen in the west of India. Mr. MAreT, now resident at
Pina on the part of the British government, procured at my re-
quest the Sanganian letters, which are a sort of Na'gari, and a
specimen of their danguage, which is apparently derived, like other
Indian dialects, from the Sanserit; nor can 1 doubt, from the des-
eriptions, which I have received, of their persons and manners,
that they are Pa'meras, as the Bra’kmans call them, or outcast
Hindus, immemorially separated from the rest of the nation. It
seems agreed, that the singular people, called Egyptians, and, by
corruption, Gypswes, passed the Mediterranian immediately from
Egypt ; and their motely language, of which Mr. GrELLMANN
exhibifs a copious vocabulary, contains so many Sanscrit words,
that their /ndian origin can hardly be doubted : the authenticity
of that voeabulary secms established by a multitude of Gypsy words,
a8 angdry, charcoal, cdshih, wood, pa'r; a bank, bh#, earth, and a
hundred more, for which the eollector of them could find no paral-
lel in the vulgrar dialect of IHindusta'n, though we know them to be
pure Sanscrit scarce changed in a single letter. A very ingenious
Iriend, to whom this remarkable fact was lmparted, suggested to me,

L
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vhat/those very words might have been taken from old Egypidrs
and that the Gypsies were Troglodytes from the rocks near Thebes,
where a race of banditti still resemble them in théir habits and
features ; but, as we have no other evidence of so strong an affinity
between the popular dialects of old Zgypt and India, it seems more
probable, that the Gypsies whem the Italians call Zingaros, and
Zinganos, were no other than Zinganians, as M. D’ ANvILLE also
writes the word, who might, in some piratical exptdition, have
landed on the coast of Arabia or Africa, whence they might have
rambled to Egypt, and at length have migrated, or been driven into
Europe. To the kindness of Mr. Marer I am also indebted for an
account of the Boras : a remarkable race of men inhabiting chiefly
the cities of Gujara’t, who, though Muselmans in religion, are Jews
in features, genius, and manners : they form in all places a distinct
fraternity, and are every where noted for address in bargaining,
for minute thrift, and constant attention to lucre, but profess total
ignorance of their own origin ; though it seems probable, that they
came first with their brethren the Afghans to the borders of India,
where they learned in time to prefer a gainful and secure occupation
in populous towns to perpetual wars and laborious exertions on the
mountains. As to the Moplas, in the western parts of the [adiun
empire, I have seen their books in Arabic, and am persuaded, that,
like the people called Malays, they descended from Arabian traders
and mariners after the age of MunAMMED.

On the continent ‘of JIndia, between the river Vipa'sa, or
Hyphasis, to the west, the mountains of Tripura and Ca'marupa to:
the east,- and Himalaya to the north, we find many races of wild
people with more or less of that pristine ferocity, which indnced
their ancestors to secede from the civilized inhabitants of the plains
and valleys : in the most ancient Sanserit books they ave called
Sacas, Ciratas, Célas, Pulindas, Barbaras, and are all known to
FBuropeans, though not all by their true names ; but many' Hinduw
pilgrims, who have travelled through their haunts, have fully
described them to me ; and I have found reasons for believing, that
they sprang from the old /ndian stem, though some of ‘them were
goon intermixed with the first ramblers from Tariary, whose lan-
guage seems to have been the basis of that now spoken by the
Moguls. |
We come back to the Indian islands, and hasten to wthose,
which lie to the south-east of St/dn, or Taprobane ; for Sdu'n itself.



;point of the Indian astronomers ;

THE BIGITII ANNIVERSARY DISCOURSE. e @I

=y Jinow from the languages, letters, religion, and old monuments
s various inhabitants, was peopled beyond time of memory by
the Ilindu race, and formerly, perhaps, extended much farther to
the west and to the south, so as to mclude Lanca, or the equinoctial
nor can we reasonably doubt,
that the same interprising family planted colonies in the other isles
of the same ocean from the Malayadw:pas, which take - their name
from the mountain of Malaya, to the Moluccas, or Mallica's, and
probably far beyond them, Captain Forresr assured me, that he
found the isle of Bali (a great name in the historical poems of India)
chiefly peopled by Hindus, who worshipped the same idols, which he
had seen in this province ; and that of Madhurd, must have been so
denominated, like the wellknown territoty in the western penin-
sula; by a nation, who understood Sanscrit. We need not he
surprized, that M. D’ANVILLE was unable to agsign a reason, why
the Jabadios, or Yavaduwpa, of Proremy was rendered in the old
Latin version the isle Ome‘ley ; but we must admire the inquisitive
spirit and patient labour of the Greeks and Romans, whom nothing
obrervable seems to have escaped : Yava means barley in Sanserit ;
and though that word, or its regular derivative, be low applied
solely to Jawa, yet the great French geographer adduces very
strong reasons for believing, that the ancients applied it to Sumatra.
In whatever way the name of the last mentioned island may be
written by Buropeans, it is clearly an Indian word, implying abun-
dance or excellence ; but we cannot help wondering, that neither the
natives of it, nor the best informed of our Pandits, know it by
any such appellation ; especially as it still exhibits visible traces
of a primeval connexion with Jndia : from the very accurate and -
interesting account of it by a learned and ingenious member of our
own body, we discover, without any recourse to etymological con-
Jecture, that multitudes of pure Sanscrit words occur in the prin-
cipal dialects of the Swumatrans ; that, among their laws, two positive

rules concerning sureties and inferest appear to be taken word for

word fiom the Indian legislators Na’rep and Ha'mrra ; and, what
i8 yet more observable, that the system of letters, used by the
people of Rejang and Lampun, has the same artificial order with the
Davana'gari ; but in every series one letter is omitted, because it
5 mever found in the langnages of those islanders. If My,
MARsDEN hag proved (as he firmly belicves, and as we, from our
knowledge of hig accuracy, may fairly presume) that clear vestiges



of the southern Qeas from Madagascar to the plzzlzppmes and even
to the remotest islands lately discovered, we may infer from the

specimens in his account of Sumatra, that the parent of them all

was no other than the Sanscrit ; and with this observatiou, having
nothing of consequence to add on the Chinese Isles or on those

of Japan, I leave the farthest eastern verge of this continent, and

turn to the countries, now under the Government of China, be-

tween the northern limits of India, and the extensive domain of
those Tartars, who are still independent. :

That the people of Pdtyid or Tibet were Hindus, who engrafted,
the heresies, of Buppra on their old mythological religion, we
know from the researches of Cassiaxo, who long had resided
among them ; and whose disquisitions on their language and letters,
their tenets and forms of worship, are inserted by Grorer in his
curious but prolix compilation, which I have had the patience
to read from the first to the last of nine hundred rugged pages :
their characters are apparently Indian, but their language has now
the disadvantage of being written with more letters that arve
ever pronounced ; for, although it was anciently Sanserit
and polysyllabie, it seems at present, from the influence of
Chinese manners, to consist of monogyllables, to form which, with
some regard to grammatical derivation, it has become necessary
to suppress in common discourse many letters, which we see in
their books ; and thus we are ecnabled to trace in their writing
a number of Sanscrit words and phrases, which in their spoken
dialect are quite undistinguishable.  The two engravings in
Giorer's book, from sketches by a Tibetian' painter, exhibit a sys-
tem of Egyptian and Indian mythology ; and a complete explana-
tion of them would have done the learned author more ecredit
than his fanciful etymologies, which are always ridiculousy and
often grossly erroneous.

The Turtars having been wholly unlettered, as they freely
confess, before their conversion to the religion of Aralia; we
cantiot but suspect, that the natives of ighir, Taneil, and Khata,
who had systems of letters and are even said to have cultivated liberal
arts, were not of thé Tartarian, but of the /ndian, family; and I apply
the same remark to the nation whom we call Barmas, but who are
known to the Pandits by the name of Brahmachinas, and seem %o
have been the Brackmani of ProLemy . they were probably rambling
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ntllys, who, descending from the northern parts of the eastern petifi®

ycarried with them the letters now used in Awa, which dre no more
than a round Na‘gar) derived from the square characters, in which
the Pali, or sacred language of Bubpua’s priests in that country,
was anciently written ; a language, by the way, very nearly allied
to the Sanscrit, if we can depend on the testimony of M. DE 1A
LousEere ; who, though always an acute observer, and in general
a faithful reporter, of facts, is charged by CArpaNIUS with having
mistaken the Barma for the Pali letters ; and when, on his au-
thority, I spoke of the Bali writing to a young chief of Aracan,
who. read with facility the books of the Barmas, he corrected me

.With politeness, and assured me, that the PaZ; language was writ-
ten by the priests in a much older character.

Let us now return eastward to the farthest Asiasie dominions
of Russia, and, rounding them on the northeast, pass directly to
the Hyperboreans ; who, from all that can be learned of their old
religion and manners, appear like the Maussagetwe, and some other
nations usually considered as Turtars, to have been really of the
Gothic, that is of the Hindu, race ; for 1 confidently assume, that
the Goths and the Hindus had originally the same language, gave”
the same appellations to the stars and planets, adored the same
false deities, performed the same bloody sacrifices, and professed
the same notions of rewards and punishments after death. I
would mnot insist with M, Barnry, that the people of Finland were
Goths, merely because they have the word ship in their language ;

while the restof it appears wholly distinet from any of the Gothic
idioms ; the publishers of the Lord’s Prayer in many languages
represent the Finnish and Lapponion as nearly alike, and the
Hungarian as totally different from them ; but this must be an
error, if it be true, that a Russian author has lately traced the
Hungarian from its primitive seat between the Cespian and the
EBuzine, as far as Lapland itself ; and, since the Hiums were con-
fessedly Tartars, we may conclude, that all the northern languages,
except the Gothic, had a Tartarian origin, like that universally
ascribed fo the various branches of Sclavonian.

On the Armenian, which I never studied, because T could not
hear of any original ‘compositions in it , I can offer nothing de-
cigive ; but am convinced, from the best information procurable in
Bengal, that its basis was ancient Persjan of the same fndian stock
with the Zend, and that it has been gradually cl}ang(w'l since, the
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ot family after.the flood established themselves in the n
i parts of Jran ; that, as they mulaned they were divided
into three distinet branches, each retaining little at first, and losing
the whole by degrees, of their common primary language, but
agreeing severally on new expressions for new ideas; that the
branch of Ya’rer was enlarged in many scattered shoots over the
north of Europe and Asia, diffusing themselves as far as the western
and eastern seas, and, at length in the infancy of navigation,
beyond them both ; that they cultivated no liberal arts, and had
no use of letters, but formed a variety of dialects, as their tribes
{ ‘were variously ramified ; that secondly, the children of Ham, who

founded in Jram itself the monar chy of the first Chaldeans, invented /
letters, observed and named the luminaries of the firmament, cal-
culated the known Indian period of four hundred and thirty-two
thousand years, or an hundred and twenty repetitionsof the Saros, and
contrived the old system of Mythology, partly allegorical, and partly
grounded on idolatrous veneration for their sages and lawgivers ;
that they were dispersed at various intervals and in various colonies
over land and ocean ; that the tribes of Misr, Cusa, and Ranma settled
in Afrie and India ; while some of them, havingimproved the art of
sailing, passed from ZEgypt, Phenice, and Phrygia, into Italy and
(reece, which they found thinly peopled by former emigrants, of
whom they supplanted some tribes, and united themselves with
others ; whilst a swarm from the same hive moved by a northerly
course into Scandinavia, and another, by the head of the Qusus, '
and through the passes of Imaus, into Caskghar and L'zg/mr Khatdg
and Khoten, as far as the territories of Chin and Zuncif, where
letters have been used and arts immemorially cultivated ; nor is
it unreasonable to believe, that some of them found their way
from the eastern isles into Mezico and Peru, where traces were
discovered of rude literature and Mythology analogous to those of
Lgypt and Indwa ; that, thirdly, the old Chaldean empire being
overthrown by the Assyrians under Cayu'MERs, other migrations
took place, especially into /ndia, while the rest of Suem’s progeny,
some of whom had before settled on the Red Sea, peopled the
whole Arabian peninsula, pressing close on the nations of Syrie
and Phenice ; that, lastly, from all the three families were detached
many bold adventurers of an ardent spirit and a roving disposition,
who disdained subordination and wandered in 'separate clang, till
they settled in distant isles or in deseérts and mountainous regions ;
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of their venerable progenitor, but that states and empires

could scarce have assumed a regular form, till fifteen or sixteen
hundred years before the Christian epoch, and that, for the first
thousand years of that period, we have no history unmixed with
fable, except that of the turbulent and variable, but eminently
distinguished, nation descended from ABRAHAM.

My design, gentlemen, of tracing the origin and progress of
the five principal nations, who have peopled dsiz, and of whom
there were considerable remains in their several countries at the
time of MamoymED’s birth, is now accomplished ; suceinetly, from

.the nature of these essays ; imperfectly, from the darkness of the
subject and scantiness of my materials, but clearly and com-
prehensively enough to form a basis for subsequent researches : you
have seen,as distinctly as T am able to show, who those nations
originally were, whence and when they moved toward their final
stations ; and, in my future annual discourses, 1 propose to enlarge
on the particular advantages to our .country and to mankind
which may result from our sedulous and united inquiries into the
history, science, and arts, of these Asiatic regions, especially of
the Brifish dominions in India, which we may consider as the
eentre (not of the human race, but) of our common exertions to
promote its true interests ; and we shall concur, I trust, in opinion,
that the race of man, to advance whose manly happinessis our
duty and will of course be our endeavour, cannot long be
happy without virtue, nor actively virtuous without freedom, nor
securely free without rational knowledge.

[
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8 = @ promised at the close of my ninth annual discourse, on the
E’;, | particular advantages, which may be derived from our con-

= current researches in Asia, it seems necessary to fix with
precision the sense, in which we mean to speak of advantage or
utility : now, as we have described the five Asiatic regions on their
largest scale, and have expanded our conceptions in proportion’ to
the magnitude of that wide field, we should use those 'words,
swhich comprehend the fruit of all our inquiries, in their most ex-
tensive acceptation ; including not only the solid conveniences and
comforts of social life, but its elegances and inmocent pleasures,

and even the gratification of a natural and laudable curiosity ; for, ’

though labour be clearly the lot of man in this world, yet, in the
midst of his most active exertions, he cannot but feel the rsubstan~
tial benefit« of every liberal amusement, which may lull his
passions to rest, and afford him a sort of repose without the pain

6L

)

Efr»‘fs)’ EFORE our entrance, gentlemen, into the disquisition,
"

of total inaction, and the real usefulness of every pursuit, which -

may enlarge and diversify his ideas, without interfering with the
principal objects of his civil station or economical duties; mor
should we wholly exclude even the trivial and worldly | sense of
utility, which too many consider as merely synonymous with luere,
but should reckon among useful objects those practical, and by
no means illiberal, arts, which may eventually conduce both to

national and to private emolument. With a view then to advani-

ages thus explained, let us examine every point in the whole éircle
of arts and sciences, according to the received order of their
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: nce on the faculties of the mind, their mutual connexio .

“and e different subjects, with which they are conversant : our
inquiries indeed, of which Nature and Man are the primary
objects, must of course be chiefly Historical ; but, since we propose
to investigate the actions of the several Asiati nations, together
with their respective progress in science and art, we may ,arrange
our investigations under the same three heads, to which our
FEuropean  gnalysts have ingeniously reduced all branches of
human knowledge ; and my present address to the society shall
be confined to history, civil and natural, or the observation and
remembrance of mere facts, independently of rativcination, which
belongs to philosophy, or of imitations and substitutions, which
are the province of art.

Were a superior created intelligence to delineate a map of
general knowledge (exclusively of that sublime and stupendous
theology, which himself could only hope humbly to know by an
infinite approximation) he would probably, begin by tracing
with Newron the system of the universe, in which he would
“assign the true place to our little globe ; and, having enumerated
its various inhabitants, contents, and productions, would proceed
to man in his natural station among animals, exhibiting a detail
of all the knowledge attained or attainable by the human
race ; and thus observing, perhaps, the same order, in which
he had before described other beings in other inhabited worlds : but,
though BicoN seems to have had a similar reason for placing
the history of Nature before that of Man, or the whole before one
of ite parts, yet, consistently with our chief object already mentioned,
wemay properly begin with the civil history of the five Asiatienations,
which necessarily comprises their Geography, or a description
of the places, where they have acted, and their astronomy,
which may enable us to fix with some accuracy the #ime of their
actions : we shall thence be led to the history of such other
animais, of such minerals, and of such vegetables, as they may be
supposed to have found in their several migrations and settle-
ments, and shall end with the wses to which they have applied, or
may apply, the rich assemblage of natural substances.

I In the first place, we canmot surely deem it an inconsider-
able advantage, that all our historical researches have confirmed the
Mosare secounts of the primitive world ; and our testimony on
that subject gught to have the greater weight, because, if the

(=410
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: t ofour observations had been totally different, we should L
teless have published them, not indeed with equal pleasure, but
with equal confidence ; for Zruth is mighty, and, whatever be its
consequences, must always prevail : but, independently of our interest
in corroborating the multiplied evidences of revealed religion, we
could scarce gratify our minds with a more useful and rational en-
tertainment, than the contemplation of those wonderful revolutions
in kingdoms and states, which have happened within little more
than four thousand years ; revolutions, almost as fully demonstra-
tive of an all-tuling Providence, asthe structure of the universe and
the final causes, which are discernible in its whole extent and even
in its minutest parts. Figure to your imaginations a moving pic+
ture of that eventful period, or rather a succession of crouded
scenes rapidly changed. Three families migrate  in different
courses from one region, and, in about four centuries, establish
very distant governments and various modes of society : Egyptians,
Indians, Goths, Phenicians, Celts, Greeks, Latians, Chinese, Peru-
vians, Mexicans, all sprung from the same immediate stem; appear
to start nearly at one time, and occupy at length those countries,
to which they have given, or from which they have derived, their
names : in twelve or thirtcen hundred years more the Gregks
overrun the land of their forefathers, invade India, conquer Egypt,
and aim at universal dominion ; but the Romans appropriate to
themselves the whole empire of Greece, and carry their arms into
Britain, of which they speak with haughty contempt + the Goths,
0 the fulness of time, break to pieces the unwieldy Colossus of
Roman power, and seize on the whole of Britain, except its wild .
mountains ; but even those wilds become subject to other invaders
of the same Gothic lineage : during all these transactions, the
Arabs possess both coasts of the Red Sea, subdue the old seat of
their first progenitors, and extend their conquestson one side,
through Afric, into Europe itself ; on another, beyond the bor-
ders of India, part of which they annex to their flourishing empire :
in the same interval the Zartars, widely diffused over the rest of
the globe, swarm in the north-cast, whence they rush to completo
the reduction of ConsTANTINE'S beautiful domaing, to subjugate
China, to raise in these Indian realms a dynasty gplendid and
powerful, and to ravage, like the two other families, the devoted
vegions of Iram ¢ by this time the Mewicans and Peruvians, with
many races of adventurers variously intermixed, have peopled the
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aent and isles of Amerieca, which the Spaniards, having ‘r

their old government, in LEurope, discover and in part over-
come : but a colony from Britain, of which CICERO ignorantly de-
clared, that it contained nothing valuable, obtain the possession, and
finally the sovereign dominion, of extensive American districts ;
whilst. other British subjects aquire a subordinate empire in
the finest provinces of India, which the victorious troops of
ALEXANDER were unwilling to attack. This outline of human
transactions, as far as it includes the limits of Asia, we can
only hope to fill up, to strengthen, and to colour, by the help
of Asiatic literature; for in history, as in law, we must not
follow streams, when we may investigate fountains, nor admis
any secondary proof, where primary evidence is attainable : I
should, nevertheless, make a bad return for your indulgent atten-
tion, were Ito repeat a drylist of all the Muselman historians,
whose works are preserved in Arabie, Persian, and TLurkish, or
expatiate on the histories and medals of Ching and Japan, which
may in time be accessible to members of our Society, and from
which alone we can expect information concerning the ancient state
of the Zariars ; but on the history of India, which we naturally
consider as the centre of our enquiries, it may not be superfluous
to present you with a few particular observations.

Our knowledge of civil dsiatic history (I always except that
of the Hebress) exhibits a short evening twilight in the venerable
introduction to the first book of Mosks, followed by a gloomy
night, in which different watches are faintly discernible, and at
length e see a dawn succeeded by a sunrise more or less early
according to the diversity of regions, That no Hindu nation, but
the Cashmirians, have left us regular histories in their ancient
language, we must ever lament ; but from Sanscrit literature, which
our country has the honour of having unveiled, we may still collect
some rays of historical truth, though time and a series of revolu-
tions have obscured that light, which we might reasonably have
expected from so diligent and ingenious a people. The numerous
Purdnas and ltihdsas, or poems mythological and heroic, are com-
pletely in our power ; and from them we may recover some disfig-
ured, but valuable, pictures of ancient manners and governments ;
while the popular tales of the Hindus in prose and in verse, contain
fragments of history ; and even in their dramas we may find as
mavy real characters and events, as a future age might find in our
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& irrecoverably lost: for example, a most beautiful poem by
So'MADE'VA, comprising a very long chain of instructive and agree-
able stories, begins with the famed revolution at Pd'taliputra by the
murder of King NANDA, with his eight sons, and the usurpation of
CHANDRAGUPTA ; and the same revolution is the subject of a tragedy
in Sanscrit, entitled the Coronation of CHANDRA, the abbreviated
name of that able and adventurous usurper. From these, once con-
cealed but now accessible, compositions, we are enabled to exhibit
a more accurate sketch of old Indian history than the world has

' yet seen, especially with the aid of well-attested observations on
the places of the colures. It is now clearly proved, that the first /
Purana contains an account of the deluge, between which and the’
Mahommedan conquests the history of genuine Hindu government
must of course be comprehended ; but we know from an arrange-
ment of the seasons in the astronomical work of PARA®ARA, that
the war of the PANDAVAS could not have happened earlier than the
close of the twelfth century before Carist, and SELEUCUS must,
therefore, have reigned about nine centuries after that war : now
the age of VICRAMADITYA is given ; and, if we can fix on an Indian -
prince, contemporary with SELEUCUS, We shall have three given points,
in the line of time between Rawma, or the first Indian colony, and
CHANDRABIJA, the last Hindu monarch, who reignedin Behar ; so that
only eight hundred or a thousand years will remain almost wholly
dark ; and they must have been employed in raising empires or states,
in framing laws, in improving languages and arts, and in observing
the apparent motions of the celestial bodies, A Sanscrit history of
the celebrated ViCRAMADITYA Was inspected at Banares by a Pundit,
who would not have deceived me, and eould not himself have been
deceived ; but the owner of the book is dead and his family disper-
sed ; nor have my friendsin that city been able, with all their
exertions, to procure a copy of it : as to the Mogul conguests, with
which modern Indian history begins, we have ample accounts
of them in Persian, from Ari of Yesd and the translations
of Turkish books composed even by some of the eonquerors,
to Guunam Husaiy, whom many of us personally know, and whose
impartiality deserves the highest applause, though' his unrewarded
merit will give no encouragement to other contemporary historians,
who, to use his own phrase in a letter to myself, may, like himy

consider plain truth as the beauty of historical composition.. From all

Q
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Materials, and from these alone, a perfect history of 7N L
mere compilation, however elegant, could deserve such alittle)
might be collected by any studious man, who had a competent
knowledge of Sanscrit, Persian, and Arabic; but, even in the
work of a writer so qualified, we could only give absolute credence
to the general outline ; for, while the abstract sciences are all truth,
and the fine arts all fiction, we cannot but own, that, in the detals
of history, truth and fiction are so blended as to be scarce distin-
guishable. :
The practical use of history, in affording particular examples
of civil and military wisdom, has been greatly exaggerated ; but
principles of action may certainly be collected from it ; and even
“the narrative of wars and revolutions may serve as a lesson to
nations and an admonition to sovereigns : a desire, indeed, of
knowing past events, while the future cannot be known, and a
view of the present gives often more pain than delight, seems
natural te the human mind ; and a happy propensity would it be,
if every reader of history would open his eyes to some very im-
portant corollaries, which flow from the whole extent of it. He
could not but remark the constant effect of despotism in benumb-
ing and debasing all those faculties, which distinguish men from
the herd, that grazes; and to that cause he would impute the
decided inferiority of most Asiatic nations, ancient and modern,
those in Hurope, who are blest with happier governments ; he
_would see the Arabs rising to glory, while they adhered to the free
maxims of their bold ancestors, and sinking to misery from the
moment, when those maxims were abandoned. On the other hand
hie would observe with regret, that such republican governments
as ténd to produce virtue and happiness, cannot in their nature be
permanent, but are generally succeeded by Oligarchies, which no
good man would wish to be durable, He would then, like the
king of Lydia, remember SoroN, the wisest, bravest, and most
accomplished of men, whoasserts, in four nervous lines, that, “ as hasl
and snow, which mar the labours of husbandmen, proceed from
elevated clouds, and, as the destructive thunderbolt follows the
brilliant flash, thus is a free state ruined by men evdlted in power
and splendid in wealth, while the people, from gross ignorance,
chuse rather to decome the slaves of one tyrant, that they may escape
from the domination of many, than to preserve thémselves from
byrauny of any kind by their union and' their wvirtues.” Since,
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to the best, are always attended with much temporary mischief, he
would fix on our British constitution (I mean our public law,
not the actual statz of things in any given period) as the best form
ever established, though we can only make distant approaches to
its theoretical perfection. In these JIndian territories, which
providence has thrown into the arms of Britain for their pro-
tection and welfare, the religion, manners, and laws of the natives
preclude even the idea of political freedom ; but their histories may
possibly suggest hints for their prosperity, while our country derives
essential benefit from the diligence of a'placid and submissive
people, who multiply with such increase, even after the rayages of
famine, that in one collectorship out of #wenty-four, and that by
no means the largest or best cultivated, a mullion and three hundred
thousand native inhabitants ; whence it should seem, that in all
India there cannot now be fewer than thirty-millions of black
British subjects.

Let us proceed to geography and chronology, without which
history would be no certain guide, but would resemble a kindled
vapour either a settled place or a steady light. For a reason before
intimated I shall not name the various cosmographical books, whick
are extant in Arabic and Persian, nor give an account of those,
which the Zurks have beautifully printed in their own improved |
languge, but shall expatiate a little on the geography and astro-
nomy of India; having first observed generally, that all' the
Asiatic nation must be far better acquainted with their several
countries than mere European scholars and travellers ; that, conse~
quently, we must learn their geography from their own writings ;
and that, by collating many copies of the same work, we may
correct the blunders of transeribers in tables, naines, and deseription.

Geography, astronomy, and chronology have, in this part of
Asia, shared the fate of anthentic history, and, like that,. have
been so masked and bedecked in the fantastic robes of mythology
and metaphor, that the real system of Indian philosophers and
mathematicians ean scarce be distinguished : an aceurate knowledge
of Samscrit and a confidential intercourse with learned' Brakmans,
are the only means of separating truth from fable ; and we Taay
expect the most important  discoveries from two of our members ;
concerning whom it may be safely asserted, that, if our society
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d have produced no other advantage than the invitation giver
fiem for the public display of their talents, we should have a
claim to the thanks of our country and of all Furope. Lieutenant
‘Wirrorp has exhibited an mteresting specimen of the geographical
‘knowledge deducible from the Purands, and will in time present
you with so complete a treatise on the ancient world known to the
Hindus, that the light acquired by the Greeks will appear but a
glimmering in comparison of that, which He will diffuse ; while
Mr. Davis, who has given us a distinct idea of Indian compu-
tations and. cycles, and ascertained the place of the colures at a
time of great importance in history, will hereafter disclose the
systems of Hindu astronomers from NaRED and Para’sAr to MEeya,
Varamayommr, and Bma'scar, and will soon, I trust, lay before
you a perfect delineation of all the /ndian asterisms in both hemi-
spheres, where you will perceive so strong a general resemblance to
the constellations of the Grecks, as to prove that the two systems
were originally one and the same, yet with such a diversity in
parts, as to show incontestably, that neither system was copied
from the other ; whence it will follow, that they must have had
8OIe common source,

The jurisprudence of the Hindus and Arabs being the field,
which I have chosen for my peculiar toil, you cannot expect, that
I should greatly enlarge your collection of historical knowledge;
but I may be able to offer you some occasional tribute, and I
canmot help mentioning a discovery, which accident threw in
my way ; thoughmy proofs must be reserved for an essay, which
I have destined, for the fourth volume of your Transactions. To
fix the situation of that Palibothra (for there may have been
several of the mame), which was visited and described by Mg-
GasTHENES had always appeared a very difficult problem ; for,
though it ‘could not have been Praydga, where no ancient metro-
polis ever stood, nor an’nyacu]jq, which has no epithet at all resem-
bling the word used by the Greeks, nor Gawr, otherwise called
Laeshmanavati, which all know to be a town comparatively modern,
yet we could not confidently decide that it was Pataliputra, though
mames and most circumstances nearly correspond, because that
penowned capital extended from the confluence of the Sone and the
Ganges to the scite of Patna, while Palibothra stood at the junction
of the Ganges and Erannoboas, which the gecurate M. D’Anvirie
had pronounced to be the Yamuné : but this only difficulty was

&
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removed, when I found in a classical Sanserit book, near two th
sand years old, that Hiranyaba hu, or golden-armed, which the Greeks
changed into Erannoboas, or the river with a lovely murmur, wasin
fact another name for the Soma itself, though MrcastaeNEs, from
ignorance or inattention, has named them separately. This discovery
led to another of greater moment ; for CHANDRAGUPTA, Who, from &
military adventurer, became, like Saxpracortus, the sovereign
of upper Hindustin, actually fixed the seat of his empire at
Pa'taliputra, where he received ambassadors from foreign princes,
. and was 1o other than that very SaxpracoTTUS, who concluded &
treaty with SeLEvcus NICATOR ; so that we have solved another
problem, to which we before alluded, and may in round numbers
consider the twelve and three hundredth years before CHRIST as
two certain epochs between Rana, who conquered Sildn a few
centuries after the flood, and VicraMa'DITYA, Who died at Ujjayini
fifty-seven years before the beginning of our era.

II. Since these discussions would lead us too far, I proceed to
the history of Nature distinguished, for our present purpose, from
that of Main ; and divided into that of other animals, who inhabit

L

this globe, of the mineral substances, which it contains, and of the

vegetables, which so luxuriantly and so beautifully adorn it.

1. Could the figure, instincts, and qualities of birds, beasts,
insects, reptiles, and fish be ascertained, either on the plan of
Burrox, or on that of Lixvaus, without giving pain to the’ objects
of our examination, few studies would afford us more solid instrucs
tion or more exquisite delight ; but I never could learn by what
right, nor conceive with what feelings, a naturalist can occasion the
misery of an innocent bird and leave its young perhaps, to perish
in a cold mnest, because it has gay plumage and has never beem
accurately delineated, or deprive even a butterfly of its natural
enjoyments, because it has the misfortune to be rare or beauntifuli;
nor shall I ever forget the couplet of Firpausy, for which SADI,
who cites it with applause, pours blessings on his departed spirit :

Ah ! spare yon emmet, rich in hoarded grain :
He lives with pleasure, and he dies with pain.

This may be only a confession of weakness, and it certainly is not
meant as a boast of peculiar semsibility ; but, whatever name
may be given to my opinion, it has such an effect on my conduct,’
that 1 never would suffer the Céeila, whose wild native woodnobes



sake of comparing it with Burron’s description ; though I
have often examined the domestic and engaging Mayand, which
bids us good morrow at our windows, and expects, as its reward,
little more than security: even when a fine young Manis or
Pungolin was brought me, against my wish, from the mountains,
I solicited his restoration to his beloved rocks, because I found
it impossible to preserve him in comfort at o distance from them.
There are several treatises on animals in Arabic, and very parti-
cular accounts of them in Chinese with elegant outlines of their
external appearance ; but I have met with nothing valuable con-
cerning them in Persian, except what may be gleaned from the
medical dictionaries ; nor have I yet seen a book in Sanserit, that
expregsly treats of them : on the whole, though rare animals may
be found in all Asia, yet I can only recommend an examination of
them with this condition, that they be left, as much as possible,
in o state of natural freedom, or made as happy as possible,
if it be necessary to keep them confined.

2. The history of minerals, to which no such objection can
be made, is extremely simple and easy, if we merely consider their
exterior look and configuration, and their visible texture ; but the
analysis of their internal properties belongs particularly to the
sublime researches of Chymistry, on which we may hope to find
useful disquisitions in Sanscrit, since the old Hindus unquestionably
applied themselves to that enchanting study ; and even from their
treatises on alchymy we may possibly collect the results of actual
experiment, as their ancient astrological works have preserved

' many valuable facts relating to the fndiun sphere an

. sion of the equinox : both in Persian and Sanserit there ave
books on metals and minerals, particularly on gems, which the

Hindu philosophers considered (with an exception of the diamond)

as varieties of one erystalline substance either simple or compound :

but we must not expect from the chymists of Asig those beantiful

examples of analysis, which have but lately been displayed in the
laboratories of Lurope.

3. We now come to Botany, the loveliest and most copious
division in the history of nature ; and, all disputes on the com-
parative merit of systems being at length, I hope, condemned to
e perpetugl night of undisturbed slumber, we cannot employ our
leisure more delightfully, than in describing all new Aséatic plants

d the preces-

L



those already known, but of which dry specimens only, or draw-
ings, can have been seen by most Furopean botanists : in this part
of natural history we have an ample field yet unexplored ; for,
though many plants of Arabia have been made known by GARCIAS,
ProspEr Arrinus, and ForskoEL, of Persia, by Garciy, of Tartary,
by GumeLix and Pavwnas, of China and Japan, by Kamerer, OSBECK,
and THUNBERG, of /ndia, by RarepE and Rumpaivs, the two Bur-
MaNs, and much-lamented KoExig, yet none of those naturalists
wore deeply versed in the literature of the several countries, from
which their vegetable treasures had been procured ; and the nu-
merous works in Sanscrit on medical substances, und chiefly on
plants, have never been inspected, or never at least understood, by
any Huropean attached to the study of nature. Until the garden
of the India Company shall be fully stored (as it will be, no doubt,
in due time) with drabian, Persian, and Chinese plants, we may
well be satisfied with examining the native flowers of our own-pro-
vinces ; but, unless we can discover the Sanscriz names of all ecele-
brated vegetables, we shall neither comprehend the allusions, which

Indian poets perpetually make to them, nor (what is far worse),

be able to find accounts of their tried virtues in the writings, of
Indian physicians ; and (what is worst of all) we shall miss an op-
portunity, which never again may present itself ; for the Pandiis
themselves have almost wholly forgotten their ancient appellations
of particular plants, and, with all my pains, I have not yet ascer-
tained more than #wo hundred out of twice that number, which ‘are
named in their medical or poetical compositions. It is much to be
deplored, that the illustrious Vaan Rupepe had no acquaintance
with Sanserit, which even his three Brahmens, who composed the
short preface engraved in that language, appear to have understood
very imperfectly, and certainly wrote with disgraceful inaccuracy::
in all his twelve volumes I recollect only Punarnavi, in which the
Nd'gari letters are tolerably right; the Hmdu words in Arabian
characters are shamefully incorrect ; and the Malabar, 1 am credi-
bly informed, is as bad as the rest. < His delineations, indeed, are
in general excellent ; and, though Lixxavus himself could not ex-
tract from his written descriptions the natural character of every
plant in the collection, yet we shall be able, I hope, to describe,
them ' all from the life, and to add a'considerable number of new
species, if not of new genera, which Rupepe, with all his- noble
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ions, could never procure. Such of our learned members, a L
=88 medicine, will, no doubt, cheerfully assist in these research-

es, either by their own observations, when they have leisure to
make any, or by communications from other observers among their
acquaintance, who may reside in different part of the country : and

the mention of their art leads me to the various wuses of natural
substances, in the three kingdoms or classes to which they are
generally reduced.

1L “Yon cannot but have remarked, that almost all the scien-
¢es, as the French call them, which are distinguished by Gireek
names and arranged under the head of philosophy, belong for the
most part to history ; such are philology, chymistry, physics, ana-
tomy, and even metaphysics, when we barely relate the pheno-
mena of the human mind ; for, in all branches of knowledge, we
are only historians, when we announce facts, and philosophers,
only when we reason'on them : the same may be confidently said
of law and of medicine, the first of which belongs principally
to civil, and the second chiefly to mnatural, history. Here,
therefore, 1 speak of medicine, as far only as it is grounded on
experiment ; and, without believing implicitly what Arabs, Persians,
Chinese, or Hindus may have written on the virtues of medicinal
substances, we may, surely, hope to find in their writings what our
own experiments may confirm or disprove, and what might never
have ocenrred to us without such intimations.

Furopeans enumerate more than fwo hundred and fifty me-
c¢hanical arts, by which the productions of nature may be variously
prepared for the convenience and ornament of life ; and, though
‘the Silpasastra reduce them to sizty-four, yvet ABULFAZL had been
assured, that the Hindus reckoned three hundred arts and sciences :
now, their sciences being comparitively few, we may conelude, that
they anciently practised at least as many useful arts as ourselves.
Several Pandits have informed me, that the treatises on art, which
they call Upave'das and believe to have been inspired, are not so en-
tirely lost, but that considerable fragments of them may be found at
Banares ; and they certainly possess many popular, but ancient,
works on that interesting subject, The manufactures of sugar and
indigo have been well known in these provinces for more than two
thousand years ; and we cannot entertain a doubt, that their Sams-
erit hooks on dying and metallurgy contain very eurious facts,
which might, indeed, be discovered by secident in a long course of
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/ but which we may soon bring to light, by the help of Zndian
literature, for the benefit of manuficturers and artists, and conse-
quenﬂy of our nation, who are interested in their prosperity. Dis-
coveries of the same kind might be collected from the writings of
other Astaic nations, ebpecmlly of the Chinese ; but, though Persian,
Arabie, Turkish, and Sanscrit are languages now so accessible,
that, in order to obtain a sufficient knowledge of them, little more
seems required than a strong inclination to learn them, yet the
supposed number and intricacy of the Chinese characters huve deter-
' red our most diligent students from attempting to find their way
through so vast a be}nnth : it is certain, however, that the diffi-
culty has been magnified beyond the tr uth ; for the perspicuous
grammar by M. Fourmont, together with a copious dictionary,
which I possess, in Chinese and Latin, would enable any man, who
pleased, to compare the original works of CoNrucrtus, which are
easily procured, with the literal translation of them by CourLer;
and, having made that first step with attention, he would probably
ﬁnd that he had traversed at least half of his career. But I should
be led beyond the limits assigned to me on this occasion, if I were
to expatiate farther on the historical division of the knowledge
comprised in the literature of 4siz; and I must postpone till next
year my remarks on Asiafic philosophy and on those arts, which

depend on imagination ; promising you with confidence, that, im
the course of the present year, your inquiries. into the civil and

natural history of this eastern world will be greatly promoted by the

learned labours of many among- our associates and correspondents.

\
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THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE ASIATICS.
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7]AD it been of any importance, gentlemen, to arrarige these
anniversary dissertations according to the ordinary pro-
gress of the human mind, in the gradual expansion of its
three most considerable powers, memory, imagination and
. reason, I should certainly have presented you with an essay on
the liberal arts of the five Asiatic nations, before I produced my re-
marks on their Abstract sciences ; because, from my own observation
ab least, it seems evident, that fancy, or the faculty of ecombining
our ideas agreeably by various modes of imitation and substitution,
is in general earlier exercised, and sooner attains maturity, than
the power of geparating and comparing those ideas by the
laborious  exertions of intellect ; and hence, I believe, it has

~ bappened, that all nations in the world had poets before they -

~had mere philosophers : but, as M. I’ AreMBErRT has deliberately

" a
~ Placed science before art, as the question of precedence is, on

this occasion, of mo moment whatever, and as many new facts
on the subject of Asiatic philosophy are fresh in my remem-
brance, I propose to address you now on the sciences of dsia,
reserving for our next annual meeting a disquisition concerning
those fine arts, which have immemorially been ecultivated, with
different success and in very different modes, within the circle of
our common inquiries,

By science I mean an assemblage of transcendéntal propo-
gitions discoverable by human reason, and reducible to first
principles, axjoms, or maxims, from which they may all be derived
m & regular succession ; and there ave consequently as many
sciences as there are general objects of our intellectual powers :
when man fipst exerts those powers, his objects are himself and '
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gst of mufure; himself he perceives to be composed o /
awd/nind, and in his individual capacity, he reasons on the uses'o
1is animal frame and of its parts both exterior and internal, on
the disorders impeding the regular functions of those parts, and on
the most probable methods of preventing those disorders or of
removing them ; he soon feels the close connexion between his
corporeal and mental faculties, and when his mind is reflected 'on
itself, he discourses on its essence and its operations ; in his social
character, he analyzes his various duties and rights both private and
public ; and in the leisure, which the fullest discharge of those
duties always admits, his intellect is directed to nature at large, to
the substance of natural bodies, to their several propertics, and to
their quantity both separate and united, finite and infinite ; from all /
which objects he deduces notions, either purely abstract and univer-
sal, or mixed with undoubted facts, he argues from phenomena to
theorems, from those theorems to other phenomena, from causes to
effects, from effects to causes, and thus arrives at the demonstration
of a first intelligent cause; whence his collected wisdom, being
arranged in the form of science, chiefly consists of physiology and
medicine, metaphysics and logie, ethics and Jurisprudénce, natural
philosophy and mathemahes ; from which the religion of mature
(‘since revealed religion must be referred tp lustory, as alome/
tufording evidence of it) has in all ages and m all nations been
the sublime and consoling result. Without proféssing to have,
given a logical definition of sciengg, or to have exhibited a perfect |
enumeration of its objects, I shall confine myself to those jiwve
divisions of Asiatic philosophy, enlarging for the most parg on
the progress which the Hindus have made in them, and occasional-
ly introducing the sciences of the Arabs and Persians, the Tartars,
and the Chinese ; but, how extensive soever may be the- range
which I have chosen I shall beware of exhausting your. patience
with tedious discussions, and of exceeding those limits, which t}w
oceasion of our present meeting has necessarily preseribed.

1. Tug first avticle affords little scope ; gince I have no evi-
dence, that, in any langunage of Asia, there exists one oviginal
treatize on medicine considered as & science: physic, indeed, ap-
pears in these regions to have been from time i}nmon'mrial, as we
see it practised at this day by Hindus and Muselinams, & mere
empirical history of diseases and remedies ; useful, I admit, in & high

degree, and worthy of attentive examination, but wholly foreidw
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4.

HpHowed the Greeks in this branch of knowledge, and have them-
selves been implicitly followed by other Malhommedan writers, vet
(not to mention the Chinese, of whose medical works I can at
present say nothing with confidence) we still have access to a
number of Sanscrit bookson the old Indian practice of physie,
from which, if the Hindus had a theoretical system, we might
easily collect it. The Aywrvéda, supposed to be the work of a
celestial physician, is almost entirely lost, unfortunately perhaps for
the curious~ European, but happily for the patient Hindu ; since a
revealed science precludes improvement from experience, to which
that of medicine ought, above all others, to be left perpetually open ;
bat I have myself met with curious fragments of that primeval
work, and, in the Védaitself, I found with astonishment an entire
Upanishad on the interpal parts of the human body ; with an
enumeration of nerves, veins,and arteries, a description of the
heart, spleen, and liver, and various disquisitions on the formation
and growth of the fetus: from the laws, indeed, of Mexy, which
have lately appeared in our own language, we may perceive, that
the ancient Hindus were fond of reasoning in their way on the
mysteries of animal generation, and on the comparative influence
of the sexes in the production of perfect offspring ; and we may
colleet from the authorities adduced in the learned Essay on Egypt
and the Nile, that their physiological disputes led to violent schisms
in religion, and even to bloody wars. On the whole we cannot
expeet to acquire many valuable truths from an examination of
eastern  books on the science of medicine ; but examine them we
must, if we wish to complete the history of universal philosophy,
and to supply the scholars of Europe with authentic materials for
an. account of the opinions anciently formed on this head by the
philosophers. of Asiz: to know, indeed, with certainty, that so
much and n6 more can be known on any branch of science, would
in itself be very important and usefal know]edge, if it had no other
effect than to check the boundless curiosity of mankind, and to fix
them in the 'straight path of attainable science, especially of such as
rélates to their duties and may conduce to their happiness.

1I. We have an ample field in the next division, and a field
@lmost wholly new ; since the mytaphysics and logic of the
Bm’lzmcns, comprised in their sfe philosophical Sa'stras, and explain-
ed by numerous glosses or comments, have never yet been accessible

subject before us : though the Arabs, however, late chiefl L ;



metaphysical tenets prevalent in China and Japan, in the eastern
peninsula of India, and in many considerable nations of Tartary =
there are also some valuable tracts on these branches of science in
Persian and Arabic, partly copied from the Greeks, and partly com-:
prising the doctrines of the Sifis which anciently prevailed, and
still prevail in great measure over this oriental world, and which.
the. Greeks themselves condescended to borrow from eastern

sages.

The little treatise in four chapters, ascribed to Fya'sa, is the
only philosophical Séstra, the original text of which I have had leis-
ure to peruse with a Bra’hmen of the Vedanti school: it is extreme--
ly obscure, and, though composed in sentences elegantly modulated,
has more resemblance to a table of contents, or an accurate sum-
mary, than to a regular systematical tract ; but all its obscurity
has been cleared by the labour of the very judicious.and most
learned SANCARA, whose commentary on the Veddnia, which I
read also with great attention, not only elucidates every word of °
the text, but exhibits a perspicuous account of all other Zndian
schools, from that of Caria to those of the more modern here-
ties. It is not possible, indeed, to speak with too much applause
of so excellent a work ; and I am confident in asserting, that, until
an accurate translation of it shall appear in some FEwropear
language, the general history of philosophy must remain incom-
plete ; for I perfectly agree with those, who are of ‘opinion, thag
one correct version of any celebrated Hindu book would be of
greater value than all the dissertations or essays, that could be
composed on the same subject; you will not, however, expeet,
that, in such a discourse as I am now delivering, I should expatiate
on the diversity of Iudian philosophical schools, on the several |
founders of them, on the doctrines, which they respectively
taught, or on their many disciples, -who dissented from their
instruetors in some particular points. On the present occasion,. it .
will be sufficient to say, that the oldest head of a sect, Wwhose
entire work is preserved, was (according to some authors) CAPILA 5
not the divine personage, a reputed grandson of Branma’, to whom
Carsuna compares himself in the Gita, but a sage of his name,
who invented the Sane'hya, or-Numeral, philosophy, which Crrsaya
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If appears to impugn in his conversation with Aryuva, a L
hich, as far as I can recollect it from a few original texts, resem-
bled in" part the metaphysics of PytmaGoras, and in part  the
theology of Zzxo : his doctrines were enforced and illustrated,
with some additions, by the venerable Pa’Taxsarr, who has also
left us a fine comment on the grammatical rules of PA'NmNi, which
are more obscure, without a gloss, than the darkest oracle 5 and
here by the way let me add, that I refer to metaphysics the
curious and important science of wniversal grammar, on which
many “subtil disquisitions may be found interspersed in the parti-
cular grammars of the ancient Hindus, and in those of the more
modern Arabs.  The next founder, I believe, of a philosophical
school was Go'Tama, if, indeed, he was not the most ancient of all
for his wife AmATY'A was, according to /ndian legends, restored to
a human shape by the great Ra'ma; and a sage of his name,
whom we have no reason to suppose a different personage, is
frequently mentioned in the Ve'du itself 5 to his rational doctrines
those of CUANADA were in general conformable § and the philoso-
phy of them both is usually called Nyaya, or logical, a title aptly
bestowed ; for it seems to be a system of metaphysics and logic
better accommodated than any other anciently known in /ndia, to
the natural reason and common sense of mankind ; admitting the
actual existence of material substance in the popular acceptation of
the word matter, and comprising not only a body of sublime dia-
flectics, but an artificial method of reasoning, with distinet names
for the three parts of a proposition, and even for those of 4 Yogu-
far syllogism. Here I cannot refrain from intrqducing a singulan
tradition, which prevailed, accordin g tQ the well-informed authon
“of the Dabista'n, in the Panjab aud in several Persian provinces,
“that, “among other Indian curiosities, which ¢ CALLISTHENES,
transmitted to his wuncle, was a technical system  of logie,
which tHe Bra'hmens had communicated to the inquisitive Greek,
and which the Mahommedan writer supposes to have been the
groundwork of the famous Apistotelean method : if this be true,
it is one’ of the most interesting facts, that I have met with in
Asia ; and if it be false, it is very extraordinary, that such a story
ghould have been fabricated either by the candid Mousant Fa'ai;
or by the simple Pdrsis Pandits, with whom he had conversed ; but,
uot having had leisure to study the Nydya Sdsira, I can only assure
- you, that I have frequently seen perfect  gyllogisms in the philo~
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fical writings of the Brdhmens, and have often heard them use
in their verbal controversies. Whatever might have been the
merit or age of Go'TaMa, yet the most celebrated Jndian school is
that, with which I began, founded by Vxa'ss, and supported in
most respects by his pupil Jamuni, whose dissent on a few points
is mentioned by his master with respectful moderation : their -
several systems are frequently distinguished by the names of the
first and second Mimidnsd, a word, which, like Nya'ya, denctes the
the operations and conclusions of reason ; but the tract of Vyasa
has in general the appellation of Véddnta, or the scope and end of
the Véda, on the texts of which, as they were understood by the
philosopher, who collected them, his doctrines are principally
grounded. The fundamental tenet of the Véddant school, to which
in a more modern age the incomparable SANCARA was a firm and
illustrious adherent, consisted, not in denying the existence of
matter, that is, of solidity, impenetrability, and extended figure (to
deny which would be lunacy), but, in correcting the popular notion
of it,and in contending, thatit has no essence independent of
of mental perception, that existence and perceptibility are converti-
ble terms, that external appearances and sensations are illusory,
and would vanish into mnothing, if the divine energy, which alone
sustains them, were suspended but for a moment; an opinion,
which Erronarmus and Prato seem to have adopted, and which
has been maintained in the present century with great elegance,
but with little public applause; partly because it has been misun-
derstood, and partly because it has been misapplied by the false
reasoning of gome unpopular writers, who are said to have disheliev-
ed in the moral attributes of Gop, whose omnipresence, wisdom, ahd
goodness are the basis of the Jndian philosophy: 1 have not suffi-
cient evidence on the subject to profess a belief in the doctring of
the Védania, which human reason alone could, perhaps, neither
fully demonstrate, nor fully disprove; but it is manifest, that no-
thing can be farther removed from impiety than a system wholly

. buils on the purest devotion; and the inexpressible difficulty,
which any man, who shall make the attempt, will assuredly find
in giving a satisfactory definition of material substanece, must induce
us to deliberate with coolness, before we censure the learned and
pious restorer of the ancient Véda; though we canmot but ad-
mit, that, if the common opinions of mankind .be the ecriterion of
philosophical truth, we, must adhere to the system of GoTaMA,
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w.
If the metaphysics of the Védantis be wild and erroneous, the
pupils of BuDDHA have run, it is asserted, into an error didmetrical-
ly opposite ; for they are charged with denying the existence of
pure spirit, and with believing nothing absolutely and really to
exist but material substance ; a heavy accusation which ought only
to have been -made on positive and incontestable proof; éspecially
by the orthodox Bra‘hunens, who, as Buppma dissented from their
ancestors in regard to bloody sacrifices, which the Véda certainly
prescribes, may net unjustly be suspected of low and interested
malignity. Though I cannot credit the charge, yet I am unable
to prove it entirely false, having only read a few pages
of a Saugata book, which Captain Kirkpatric had lately
the kindness to give me ; but it begins, like other Hindu books,
with the word Ow, which we know to be a symbol of the
divine “attributes ; then follows, indeed, a mysterious hymn to
the Goddess of Nature, by the name of Arya, but with several
other titles, which the Bra'hmens themsclves continually bestow on
their Dévi ; now the Brdlmens, who have no idea, that any such
personage exists as Dw'v, or the Goddess, and only mean to
express allegorically the power of Gob, exerted in ereating, pre-
serving and renovating this universe, we cannot with Jjustice infer,
that the dissenters admit no deity but visible nature: the Pandit,
who now attends me, and who told Mr. WiLkins, that
were atheists, would not have attempted to resi
evidence of the contrary, which appears in the very instrument,
‘on which he was consulted, if his understanding had not been
- blinded by the intolerant zeal of g mercenary priesthood. A literal
version of the book just mentioned (if any studious man had learn-
ing and industry equal to the task ) would be an inestimable
treasure to the compiler of such a history as that of the laborious
Brucker ; but let us proceed to the morals and jurisprudence of
the Asiatics, on which I could expatiate if the ocecasion admitted
a full discussion of the subject, with correctness and confidence.

HI. That both ethics and abstract Iaw might be reduced to
the method of science, cannot surely be doubted: but, although
such a method would be of infinite use in a system of universal, or
éven of national, jurisprudence, yet the principles of worality
are #o few, so luminous, and so ready to present themselves on

the Brakmens of this province alinost tnivetsa y

the Saugatas
st the decisive
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ry occasion, that the practical utility of a scientifical arrahd
t,in a treatise on ethics, may very justly be questioned.
The moralists of the east have in general chosen to deliver their
Precepts in short sententious maxims, to illustrate them by sprightly
comparisons, or to inculcate them in the very ancient form of:
agreeable apoloques: there are, indeed, both in Arabic and
Persian, philosophical tracts on ethics written with sound ratioci-
nation and elegant perspicuity : but in every part of this eastern
world, from Pekin to Damascus, the popular teachers of moral
wisdom have immemorially been poets, and there would be no end
‘of enunerating their works, which are still extant in the five princi-
pal languages of Asia. Our divine religion, the truth of which (if
any history be true) is abundantly proved by historical evidence, has
no need of such aids, as many are willing to give it, by asserting,
that the wisest men of this world were ignorant of the two great
maxims, that we must act in respect of others, as we should wish them
to act in respect of ourselves, and that, instead of retwrning evil for
evil, we should confer benefits even on those who injure ws; but the
first rule is implied in a speech of Lysras, and expressed in distinet,
phrases by TrALus and Prrracus ; and I have even seen it word for
word in the original of Conructus, which I carefully compared with
the Latin translation. 1t has been usnal with zealous men, to ridi-
cule and abuse all those, who dare on this point to quote the Chi-
nese philosopher ; but, instead of supporting their cause, they
would shake it, if it could be shaken, by their uncandid asperity ;
for they ought to remember, that one great end of revelation, as it
is most expressly declared, was not to instruct the wise and few,
but the many and unenlightened. If the conversation, therefore, of
the Pandits and Maulavis in this country shall ever be attempted
by protestant missionaries, they must beware of asserting, while they
teach the gospel of truth, what those Pandits and Maulavis would
know to be false : the former would cite the beautiful Ary'e couplet)
which was written at least three centuries before our era, and
which pronounces the duty of a good man, even in the moment of
his destruction, to consist not only in forgiving, but even in a deésive
of benefiting, his destroyer, ‘as the Sandal-tree, in the instant of its
overthrow, sheds perfume on the axe, which fells it ; and the latter
would triumph in repeating the verse of Sap'y, who represents a
return of good for good as a shight reciprocity, but says to the ,
virtuous man, “ confer benefits on him, who has injured thee,” using
8
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& ic sentence, and a maxim apparently of the ancient A7 L
would the Muselmans fail to recite four distichs of Ha'rrz,
who has illustrated that maxim with fanciful but elegant allusions ;

Learn from yon orient shell to love thy foe,
And store with pearls the hand, that brings thee wo :
Free, like yon rock, from base vindictive pride,
Imblaze with 'gems the wrist, that rends thy side :

- Mark, where yon tree rewards the stony show’r

- With fruit nectareous, or the balmy flow’r :
All nature calls aloud : * Shall man do less
Than heal the smiter, and the railer bless ?”

Now there is not a shadow of reason for believing, that the poet of
Shiraz had borrowed this doctrine from the Christians ; but, as the
cause of Christianity could never be promoted by falsehood or
error, so it will never be obstructed by candour and veracity ;
for the lessons of Conrucius and CHANACYA, of Sapi and Ha'riz,
are unknown even at this day to millions of Chinese and Hindus,
Persians and other Mahommedans, who toil for their daily support ;
nor, were they known ever so perfectly, would they have a divine
sanction with the multitude ; so that, in order to enlighten the
minds of the ignorant, and to enforce the obedience of the perverse,
it is evidently a priors, that a revealed religion was necessary in
the great system of providence : but my principal motive for intro-
ducing this topic, was to give you a specimen of that ancient ori-
ental morality, which is comprised in an infinite number of Persian,
Arabic, and Sanscrit compositions.

. Nearly one-half of jursprudenceis closely connected with ethics ;
but, since the learned of Asia consider most of their laws as posi-
tive and divine institutions, and not as the mere conclusions of hu-
man reason, and since I have prepared a mass of extremely curious
materials, which I reserve for an introduction to the digest of Indian
laws, I proceed to the fourth division, which consists principally of
seience transcendently so named, or the knowledge of abstract quan-
tities, of their limits, properties, and relations, impressed on the
understanding with the force of irresistible demonstration, which,
as all other knowledge depends at best on our fallible senses, and
W great measure on still more fallible testimony, ecan only be
found, in pure mental abstractions ; though for all the purposes of
life, our own senges, and even the credible testimony of others,
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“oide f1s in most cases the highest dggree of certainty, ph

IV. I mave already had occasion to touch on the /ndian me-
‘taphysics of natural bodies according to the most celebrated of the
Astatic schools, from which the Pythagoreans are supposed to have
borrowed many of their opinions ; and, as we learn from CICERoO,
that the old sages of Europe had an idea of centripetal force and a
principal of universal gravitation (which they never indeed attempt-
ed to demonstrate), so I can venture to affirm, without meaning to
pluck a leaf from the neverfading laurels of our immortal Newrox,
that the whole of his theology and part of his philosophy may be
" found in the Vedas and even in the works of ‘the Sufis: that most
subtil spirit, which he suspected to pervade’ natural bodies, and,
lying concealed in them, to cause attraction and repulsion, the
emission, reflection, and refraction of light, electricity, calefaction,
sensation, and muscular motion, is described by the FHindus as a
[ifth element endued with those very powers ; and the Vedas abound
with allusions to a force universally attractive, which they chiefly
ascribe to the Sun, thence called Aditya, or the Attractor ; a name
designed by the mythologists to mean the child of the Goddess
Aprrr ; but the most wonderful passage on the theory of attrac-

tion occurs in the charming allegorical poem of SuiriN and FErEAD, |

or the Divine Spirit and a human Soul disinterestedly pious ; a work
which from the first verse to the last, is a blaze of religious and poe-

tical fire. The whole passage appears to me so curious, that, [make

no apology for giving you a faithful translation of it : “ There is' a
strong propensity, which dances through every atom, and attracts
the minutest particle to some peculiar object ; search this universe
from its base to its summit, from fire to air, from water to earth,
from all below the Moon to all above the celestial sphere, and
thou wilt not find a corpuscle destitute of that natural atérac-
tibility ; the very point of the first thread, in this apparently
tangled skein, is no other than such a principle of attraction,
and all principles beside are void of* a real basis ; from such
a propensity arises every motion perceived in heavenly ar in
terrrestrial bodies ; it iz a disposition to be attracted, which
taught hard steel to rush from its place and rivet itself on
the magnet; it is the same disposition, which impels the
light straw to attach itself firmly on amber ; it is this quality,

which gives every substance in nature a tendency toward another,
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n/mclination forcibly directed to a determinate point.” Thes

fis are vague, indeed, and unsatisfactory ; but permit me th
ask, whether the last paragraph of Newron's incomparable work
goes much farther, and whether any subsequent experiments have
thrown light on a subject so abstruse and obscure : that the sublime
astronomy and exquisitely beautiful geometry, with which that
work is illamined, should in any decree be approached by the
Mathematicians of Asie, while of all Europeans, who ever lived,
ARCHIMEDES alone was capable of emulating them, would be a
vain expectation ; but we must suspend our opinion of Indian
astronomical knowledge, till the Sirya siddhnta shall appear in our
own language, and even then (to adopt a phrase of Cicero) our
greedy and capacious ears will by mno means be satisfied ; for in
order to complete an historical account of genuine Hindu astrono-
my, we require verbal translations of at least three other Sanseri
books ; of the treatise by Parasara, for the first age of Indian
science, of that by VARA'HA, with the copious eomment of his very
learned son, for the middle age, and of those written by Brascara,
for times comparatively modern. The valuable and now accessible
works of the last mentioned philosopher, contain also an wniversai,
or specious, arithmetic, with one chapter at least on geometry ; nor
would it, surely, be difficult to procure, through our several resi-
dents with the Pishwd and with Scinpuya, the older books on alge-
bra, which Biaascara mentions, and on which Mr. Davis would
Justly set a very high value ; but the Sanscrit work, from which we
might expect the most ample and important information, is entitled
Csheirddersa, or a View of Geometrical Knowledge, and was compiled
W very large volume by order of the illustrious JAvAsiNmA, com-
prising all that remains on that seience in the sacred langnage of
Indin : it was inspected in the west by a Pandit now in the service
of Lieutenant WiLrorn, and might, I am persuaded, be purchased
at Fayanagar, where Colonel Porigr had permission from the Bayd
to buy the four Védas themselves, Tuus have I answered, to the
best of my power, the three first questions obligingly transmitted
10 us by professor PLAYFAIR ; whether the Hindus have books in
Samscrit expressly on geometry, whether they have any such on
arithmetic, and whether a translation of the Siérya siddhdnta be
not the great desideratum on the subject of Indian astronomy : to
his three last questions, whether an accurate summary account of
all the Sanserit, works on that subject, a delineation of the Indian

L
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sphere, with correct remarks on it, and a deseription of I /

severally be of great utility, we cannot but answer in the affirma-
tive, provided that the utmost critical sagacity were applied in
distingushing such works, constellations, and instruments, as are
clearly of Indian origin, from such as were introduced into this
country by Muselman astronomers from Zartary and Persia, or in

. later days by Mathematicians from FHurope.

' V. Frox all the properties of man and of nature, from' all
the various branches of science, from all the deductions of human
reason, the general corollary, admitted by Hindus, Arabs, and
T artars, by Persians, and by Clinese, is the supremacy of an all-
creating and all-preserving spirit, infinitely wise, good, and power-
ful, but infinitely removed from the ecomprehension of his most
exalted creatures ; nor are there in any language (the ancient
Hebrew always excepted) more pious and sublime addresses to the

»  being of beings, more splendid enumerations of his attributes, or
more beautiful descriptions of his visible works, than in Arabie, -
Persian and Sanscrif, especially in the Koran, the introductions to
the poems of Sapr, Nizamr, and Firpauvst, the four Védas and
many parts of the numerous Purdnas : but supplication and praise
would not satisfy the boundless imagination of the Veddnti and Sifi
theologists, who blending uncertain metaphysics with undoubted
principles of religion, have presumed to reason confidently on the
very nature and essence of thedivine spirit, and asserted in a very. re-
mote age, what multitudes of Hindus and Muselmamns assert at this
hour, that all spirit is homogeneous, that the spirit of Gop is ‘in
.lcz'n,(l the same with that of man, though differing from it infinitely |
i degree, and that, as material substance is mere illusion, there
exists in this universe only one generic spiritual substance, the
sole primary cause, efficient, substantial and formal of all secondary
Causes and of all appearances whatever, but endued in its highest
degree, with a sublime providential wisdom, and proceeding by
Ways incomprehensible to the spirits which emane from it ; an opi-
Nion, which Gorama never taught, and which we have no authority
to believe, but which, as it is grounded on the doctrine of an im-
Material creator supremely wise, and a constant preserver supremely
»bUHC\'olent, differs as widely from the pantheism of Srvoza and
']_‘()LAND, as the affirmation of a proposition differs from ‘the nega-
bion of it; though the last named professor of that insane plelosophy
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ent, and has even used a phra,se, “’hlcll occurs, indeed, in the Ve'da,
but in a sense diametrically opposite to that, which he would have
given it. The passage, to which I allude, is in a speech of Varuna
to his son, where he says: T lnt; spirit, from which these
created beings proceed ; through which having proceeded from it,
 they live; toward which they tend and in which they are ultimate-
“ 1y absorbed, that Spirit study to know; that spum is the Great
()ne o
The subject of this discourse, gentlemen, is inexhaustible : it
‘has been my endeavour to say as much on it as possible “in the
fewest words; and, at the beginning of next year, I hope -to close
these general disquisitions with topics measureless in extent, but
less ab»trlue than that, which has this day been discussed, and
better adapted to the gaiety, which seems to have prevailed in the
‘Jearned banquets of the Greeks, and which ought, surely, to pre-
vail in every symposiac assembly.



