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mn and sxmplicxty of &tyle that attracts m
My childhood passed in a home where ol(' t
stﬂl prevaded Affer the mommg And e.vem ;

i whlch kmdled hrdden fires of hem:sm.\
‘ _ To be a soldier was a dream of every. )"
i ina battleﬁe]d the hxghest smbnmn., ‘

resplendent and to stand erect amongst. the natlons

the Woxld and to give away life, so that others may hv&'

in peace, invests soldiering with a splendour which mus

claim bomage of humanity. ‘ .

. My grandfather, who was present at Chelian,

walla and later on joined the British army rising 1o the
Command of a regimsnt and received many decorfmons,,

~ once went to see a high offizer why tauntingly as ked,

 “You seem to have won many medals now but whtre'“ ‘
were you during the Sikh war.” My grandfather immedi- :

- ately retorted, “Where were you at (‘hehanw‘xﬂu o







¥

provxded hlmself thh tvm blankets, on_ for

the obhm- for his har'“.' l‘hey were avm<=d,‘
a Spear, a matchlock and A sexmamr, Spc* ‘
: Maham]a Ran;zt ﬁingh’s mﬁmtry stnme in his

: Ran]xt’s ioundry at Lahore‘, !
. There; I now “ museum thhm the







""‘countmes. o \ ‘ Wi
I*lnaliy, ]ust as :t is a common fallmg bf’all‘;

is 1t true of an unperml Tace blmded by"
utterly incapable of realizing its defeets:
It has a highly exaggera.ted notion o its
and 1mportance~‘ intoxicated with the posmss;
; unlimited authority over the natlons subjeq
_sway; it forgets that no nation can havea
of life unless it is self.reliant and capable of mai
itself without extraneous help. A nation whiéh
an empire becomes dependent for its Very exist nce
upon its subject nations. It cultivates hahxts of
‘extravagance and Juxury for which it needs all the
money that can be raised from every ;mrt of th\, enapire
and from every source of revenue, The nmml sen
* becomes blunted by indulgence, the pamsxtlc ‘h b
grows till it becomes second natuve, the virility whwh
the ongmal secret of dominion and empire is sappcd“
by pleasure and luxury, and the final result is the Mprd '
emasuulatxon and submergence of an 1mperxal race

The Indian Rsvww
 September, 1932,
















A’ Sikh s es y.
teachings ofthe Satgurus enjoin upon those. whi
them: and are called “Hig” the duty of se

. humanity without the least consideration of co

- preed.  Thsy must realise His prewnce in 4l withe

' :»';5“*istmohon and in servmg humamty at arge.they ‘
destve  only to serve Him. Tt was th
th“ Vhe Sikhs came into bemg. ol

Their’s not to reason ¥
/ lheu's but to. do and g e

o tme/ B khs oarrymg out the behests nf Satgu

e 0t g example of true serviee

; ‘ns by he Selond Gurn i m his selfless, devoted ﬂervm y

'Gatguru ands pev,  Gura Angad as Bhai Let
was fully and thoroughly 'tested by Gurd ° Nana
before he beeame qyry Nanak himself. The traditio
‘*,"“*‘bkﬁhed by Gury, Angad was fully carried ou
. Guru Amar Das i his  sucesssors. The fl
| stage was reached Whe,, gayuntiess Sahibzadas of th
~ tenth Gura laid down i lives in ‘stopping
. rising tide of tyvm;yny of too then rulers  These
_ traditions. were kapt up by, tpe Sikhs of the

. and the rescue o the captive g yohters of the Pnn ib
* from the invading hordes of A‘:yialx forces and their

restoration with all due respect . 1 honour to the
‘H\r,spgg:‘tw : “are deeds whicl for ever serve
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.Others had preache
ism, and at then' blddmg ndreds had Ief’c the :
and homes, renounced the world, and with beggar’s
bowls in- their hands, dwelt apart and away from
world, . The: best part‘of the manhood of the na
thus went into monastic life and India fell an 1
prey to the formg"n invader, Asceticism *waq one'
treme, over- .worldliness was. the other, Guru Nan
(1469- 1534) struck out a middle path Live like
. lotus flower or like a duck, in the water and yet ab
i, said he Live in the world and yet be not. of
‘A houscholder, who do»s no evil,
Who is ever intent upon gqod,
Who continually exerciseth charity, :
.Such a hnusghulder is pure as the Ganges, ‘
Nanak, l’{am Kah R“
'Man is aqoeral bemg and he must needs J
‘a Lorpomtc, hle, be it ina. natmn or soc‘lety, “boc}
Contract’ or no eontract, . Guru Nanak yealised tha
. ‘.' the good of man could not poss:bly be reahsed il
. merely internal state of the soul, wluch e\:clude ~
’f:famﬂy, the state and the various socml relatxons, mt
‘ which men enter with each other.” _I*or‘ mntual help
and guidance, as also fo serve as checks on  eac
other, Guru: Nanak laid particular stress on cong
gational worship (as dlstmct from dome‘mc ot so
tary worship) and congx'ﬁgatmnal smgmg ot ’rhe word
of fhc Gurn. Thus arose Sikh temples To make
Sikh temples as useful as possible, he designed them
to serve as free dining halls (Langer wasﬁstai‘tdﬂiﬁy




,arhoulu’iy bv the third (xuru ) ; :
. There %was however, one thing, which Guru Na
,prc%ched and practised with particular emphasxs.u
_ the opening verse of Ja,pp (The morning ' prayer o
the Sikhs) he calls God as ‘Nirbhau’ or fearless. God
_is fearless, he said. To be godly, one must be fear-
f"less.\ ‘Death is the privilege of brave m,(’;n,”pi'ovide&
, f_itbiy" die for an approved cause’ (Nanak—Vadhans), ‘Gui"u: A
Nanak’s whole life was a living exanmiple of fearless-.
‘ness. His long tours in and out of Indm, m an age |
when  travelling abroad was almo‘;t tantumount o
_ courting death, were an expression of this spirit of fear-
lessness | And like Christ himself, he never thought of the
. morrow or worried about the seemmglv untoward thmgs
© that befell him, * Whenever Mardana, Gury Nanak’scon-
_ stant companion, felt troubled or distressed on account.
. of some untoward happening, Guru Nanak would serer ely o
. say, ‘Wait, Mardana for God’s revelation of His purpose.
~ Worry not—(Dekh Mardanian Kartarde rang)’. Like his :
Gurus, at}’pical Sikh soldier would not think of the
morrow. Gura Nanak’s object was to make his people
fearless, and fear of God is the only antidote against
fear of men.  Guru Nanak thercfore, fervently preached
the need of constantly realising the presence of God.
_He exhorted his disciples to live, move and have
. their being in God, to fear God and love fellow:-men.
None but God was to be feared. The succeeding
‘ Curus constanﬂy dwelt on !hls theme.  ‘He aloge

(1) Ianam Sak*m ot Baba Nanak




were looked do




:now fit: to enter on the career ot’ natmnal pmgress“ to.
. whleh Nanak’s suceessors subsequentlv tod them. » Vt‘

pharismsm of the pnestm
Guru A.ngad the sewnd Guru, (1504”10 Z) mveme
the G‘rurmukiu seript and compiled the ‘Janam Sakh
or bwgraphy ‘of Guru Nanak, in Punjabi.
‘of Guru Nanak and his suceessors were also. reoorded
in the same. scnpt.,By this means rehgxous literature
became available to the ‘*’ukhs in their mother tongue,wﬂ‘ :
the number of literates increased, and consequently,
_ further refoxm work was much faozhtated 'l‘he number e
 of Silkhs went on increasing. :
; The third Gum (1479-1574), carried on the Ly ;gat’ oy
or Guru's free dining hall, more vigorously and enthu.

siastically than ever, 1t was a powerful aid in propa.




(1) Transformation of Sikhism p..

f




: ortheru India. It was thus the Fxfth Guru W‘ o
“oumged a love of horsemanshlp among the Sxkhs. :
means of ereating in them a spirit of enterprise a
adventure The regular collectxon of voluntary con-
) tributions of the Sikhs (whose contributions were hxed
_ with the consent of donors) enabled the Guru to arrange
 the budget of the Sikh Church with much more certainty.
The collections were ’preée‘nted to t.hé Guru on the '
Baisakbi day. The Guru was the ‘Sacha Padshah’ or
 “True King’, for he was their spiritual Lendand Guide.
. yThe Sikhs henceforth ceased to take their civil or oriminal’ o
cases to the Moghul Courts, Thus the Sikh Church was
vdevelopmg into aa “imperium in imperio.” The growth
e Qf‘numbcré kept pace with these developments in the
. Sikh Church. Jahangir watched it all with grave
_misgiving, and when tales of Guru Arjan’s monetary
. nelp in his hour of need, to prince Khusro,* who had
i rebelled against the King, were carried to him, he was i
~ enraged, called the Guru to Lahore, where after suﬁumg o
. revolting torture, he gave up the ghost. The tragic end’
of the saintly Guru incensed the Sikhs beyond measures.
The Sixth Guru (1595-1644) therefore, added the insignia
of royalty (for instance, the sword, the umbrella the
~ erest and the hawk) to the symbols of devotion and
piety. Pelf and power were not in themselves evil
' things, their proper use was the essential thing, argued
the Guru, 2 The ‘mxth Gura had a stdble ot Sm) horses

(1) "he Punjab as a hoveratg,n btafe p. ﬂl
(2) Macuulifie Jol 111 pps 85 and 91--also see Appendix A,
(3) Transformation of Sikhism p. 60.







fa.vqunte maxim was,’ 1
 is wicked to distress them, it you desire to see. the be
loved, gricve no man’s heart! Y If anyihlug, thel
and the teachings of the Guru, made the Sikhs smll
Ly sensitive to the sufferings of the poorest, the lowh ;
~ the lost. On the other side, Aurangzebe had by
l.‘txme ascended the throne of Dclhx. Thus thmgs
coming to a head. ;
- e -1675) The Ninth Gumxs ldeal of manhood
 may be summed up in the following words of has own,
“That man may be reckoned as the wisest of ‘men, who
_ gives no cause of fear to others and is himself without
fear’ The Sikhs were fast growing in numbers, ‘
~ Aurangzebe could not remain indifferent to. this.
lehe Guru was called to Delhl, and Oﬁ‘ered the chmcu

—,-m.‘_.__a. ,,,,,, o Rt U e

(1‘) Thz Growth ol Respomszhty in Slkhxsm. p. 41. Al







he Sxkhé ‘wsre baptided was to -be
) ‘The sword ‘was to b'

m,\

vmong the ﬁve K’s or cxtemal symbols the most cor
picuous was Kes or long hair_ The 511(1’1’*‘& were to we
unshorn )ocks.‘ The 1dem1ty of a Sikh could not be
oncealed The bymbol was in a way, an oyan, defiant
1alk*nge to  the enemies of the Khalﬁa Devatwn:‘
L fthe sword was henceforth to be regarded s an

_act of the _highest merit, whwh would brmg them
_power and prosperxty in thxs life and blxss and beahtudﬁ",
in the Mext ;
Guru ‘( ki ‘Smghs wandmus, souwtir'ring
V;W‘m‘uliykc poetry . and  the constant recitatation  of
‘the exploits of the heroes of the Rumayana and‘
the Mahabharatu infused a new life Jnto the hearts
of the Sikhs: Those who had. never touched
_sword or shouldered a gun became heroes. Confee?
tioners and washermen, sweepers a.nd barbers becam
‘Ieaw_ers of armies, Of the Guru’s Beloved I'we, one
was a Kham, the rest belonged to the so-called depxess;
‘ed elasses, The Guru’s word went forth that swwpers( :
‘were his (Guru s) own sons (Rangreta Guru: ka bets)
~ Their social status mse. The Guru was the I*ather ofic
the Khal:a, The (:um was‘ thmr True King, thexr tem- :

1 Mmauliﬁe. Mol -Vin 82,
2 Tmnsformatmn of Sxkh;sm o, 87







Macauh{fe Vol V pgx 230 .md 286
Jrarls Aurangzebe P d67 (A i




kretreats, swoop duwn upan the country, make otf
 whetever they could lay their hands upon, and gal
* back, post-haste, to their safe retreats. Like Robin:

L hood and. his merry band of outlaws, their blow ;
i feli hea\nest un the rulers and their supporters and,

then, they would come like wind, carry away what-

7 adherents nmxr reckiess darmg spread terror and ¢
stemanon all  around. Thxs was, il nnythmg, aug
‘mented by their swooping down, with the speed an
 effect of lightening, on the rear of Nadir’s and Ahmad
Shah’s army. The invincible Nadir exclaimed, “Whence
 come those long-haired barbarians ? Destroy them and
- their homes’'? “Their homes are the saddles 011 thel
; horses ‘was the reply. The Sikhs thus trained in the
school of experience, became splended horsemen and
_adepts in the art of guerilla warfare. Every now and

. ever they ‘could seize, and vanish like whxr{wmd The“
“ authorities  were helpless. The bonds of Iaw and
‘order waakened, More people mmed these bands of
‘free~bo(5ters, ‘and their numbers went on sw'elhng fmm/ﬁ“‘
: more to more, till at last the country was thrown mtu,”f
“utter confusion. There were some among the authom—';.f
ties who made an effort to purchase peace by offering
bribes and coneessions, titles and robes of honour, tb

(1) Tmusfmmatxon of Sikhism R







. of the srxth ‘uru,
i imder Guru Gﬁb

eﬂ‘icwnt soich r of the Khalsa, adept in fhe use of arr
and trained in the methods of guenlln warfare
. Sikhs weve kept together by the fervour of their f
The whole Sikh people met at least once a year af
_ Amnitsar on i oceasion of Dussehra, They met there
""tu hold Gurmattas gcuuuclls of the Kb.alsa) to underta
joi at military expeditions, They met asia hmtherha
of equals. - They were mtmpxd and adventumu‘;
‘ actwmes were Way-nmplrmg Pnrster amuungli
‘crnbes the alarm caused to a hme chief and’ his
by the appearance of a couple of Sikh horseme:
the walls of their fort ¢ and the obseqmous atlentio
'th them by the local authorities.! As late as the close of
the 18th century, there were funiny ideas current about
the S}khs. The following quotation from Tranklin’s
| Hxstory of the Reign of Shah Aulum, is typicals—
o “The Seiks in their persons are tull and of & manly
| rect deportment ; their aspect is femcmuh, their cye
L plemmg and animated ; and in tmcmg their features ‘
~ striking resemblance is ObServable to the Arabs., .. “T
‘ :dmss of the malﬂs consists of a coarse cloth of blue cotton,
thrown loosely over the shoulders, and coming down be»“
tween the legs, is confined round the waist by a bett of

(1) Forster-1.229,







‘_ cally orgamsed a theocratlc state ; the :
 viewed it all as a menace to thelr empxre them
organisation of the Sixth Gura mtenmﬁ&d this’ impressi
of the rulers, while the intolerent pohcy of Aurang?, eb
. brought things to a head, and the conflict between th
Sikhs and the rulers began in right earnest. The Sikh
were bound together by their glowing religious faitli, a
 their ardert religious fervour. Common daﬁgcr ‘had

. climinated distinctions of caste, and dissipated the ortho
dox superstition of ‘untouchability’, The Sikhs waf
brothers and comrades.in-arms. They had common - re-

. hgious {raditions, and & common goal orxgmally, self-p‘
X a,ervatlcm and protection of their faith, and after Far
~ rukh bxyar’s persecutlon, and their outlawry, the snatah'
! mg of the sceptre from their rulers. The deeadence o
the Moghul empire, and theinva sions of Nadar and Ahmad
Slmh ushered in an era of anarchy, and the S;khs selzmg”
the golden opportumty, established the sway of their
~ bands or Misals (mnfederacxes) from the frontier of Qudh
_ to the Indus, It must howeyer, be remembered that
even though the Sikhs had. in the course of their develop
_ment, got transformed from' mere saints into warrior.
. ‘saints, and in the period of Misals from wamor-smnts‘ “
. into retaliatory freelances, one feeling still msptred them
w-th&f they were fighting for the Guru, and that the
Guru’s cause (as understood by them) was supremelv
sacr ed

( ) Tzansfoxmarmn of Sxkhmm pp. 116.and 176, ¢
(2) Forster pp. 325 and 335
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orses were df&iwn up, and their pleces discharged
d‘ﬂy retmng about a hundred paces, they kvaded*

pemtnm, ﬂthat on recewxng a stroka of the han |
) ed from & full career. : o

L R i i

Fotster~ -332 ‘ : ;
(l) Gnifxn s Ranm fsingh yp 83 8.
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“in}cu lmg swwels 3
The Maha.raJa devoted parmcu!ar attentmn to
infantry. ! He encouraged it by good pay, by persan
attention to their drill and equipment, by himsel
wearing the strange dress, and going through the . forma
_exercise, He attended parades in person, and dxstmbuted
| gifts of money, ete, to those of his foot soldiers and
. others with whose work he felt pleased (M. Sohan Lal-I
Part p. 208). He offered big Jagirs and stipends to Sikh -
. Sardars’ sons to serve in the infantry, As a ‘result of
. his efforts the mfantry became the mﬁmstay of the army.
2 A standing nat:onal army, regularly pmd from the Trea~
. sury of the State«-—rather than the feudal levics of the o
. Chiefs—became the recogmsed policy of the Maharaja. -
] - The ?army was officered by FEuropeons, IIxudué, w
\Sxkhs, Mohammadans, Rajputs—on a msmopohtan basis,
_indeed. In the initial stages, however, the Maharaja
jigot part of his army trained by deserters from the
Hsat India Company, by men formerly emplcyed ‘under
;Somdm, or by those who had resigned East Indaa L !
};Company 3 service, :
3 Enlistment in the regular army in Maharaja
‘ Ranjit Smgh’s time was, so to say, entlre}y voluntary

(1) Cuumngham P 173:
{2) MrS.R Kohli® Army of Ranjit Singh' 1 part p.
. Mz, SR Kobhli’ Army of Ranjit Singh' 1 part
Mr. S.R Kohli ‘Army of Ranjit Singh’ 1 part

Also See Parry's “The Sikhs of the Punjab p 18 and Bmgley 8
Sikhs p.24,

(8)  Crittin’s p 134,




{ Ll ; :
,The service was popular,’ ahd the' recrd‘i'ts‘féltr\
attractmn for it. A
i 1The mfantry were the pick of the youth of
land ; _only the handsomest and strongest men W
selacted j
 General Ventura, an Italian General, who had fought
under Napoleon, was put in charge of the mfantry,
in 1822, 2 The European Generals gave “a ‘moderate
degree of precxsxou and completeness toa syvtem alre' Yoo
‘introduced ; but their labours are more conspwuous i
_ Brench words of command, in treble ranks, and in squares.
 salient with guns, than in the ardent courage, ‘the alert
_ obedience, and the long endurance of fatigue whic
already distinguished the Sikh horsemien, and which
‘pre-eminently characterise the Sikh footmen of the pre
ent day among the other soldiers of India
In the beginning the Sikhs disliked the rlgzdtty a.nd
prcczsnon of the infantry drill. ® They scoffed at it and
called it a dance or Y(Rugs Looluan) or dauemg girls’
dance,  As already said, the Maharaja’s tact, persewr{j
ance, his great personal interest in the infantry, and
offers of gifts, Jagirs, ete, all combined togeth%”r, &
overcame all’ opposition, and the infantry becamc the o
; corps d’elite. ~ ‘ /
4 Special officers were put in charge of recruits ami :

. {1} Griffin-p, 135,
- “(2)  Cunninghem P 174,

(J) Dr. , Chopras,© The Punjab as a Sovetergn State-p. 92
{i(;,) NS R Kohlis pa‘*IV’L -pud ,




2y ,C_aw}‘qéué
‘Bugton, p/




mcmdant Rs 60f-100f ‘ am«yor Rs "1/%—»&)/ a
/- (pex mensem) Generals Ventura and Allard
ived about Rs. 23, 000 per amzwm.
:Toml bwength in 1811:.4,061
o - 1845:-70, 72.1 ‘ o
 The foot soldmrs worked in their ranks and d
yery thmg by beat of drum. Beautifully steady
de, they fired ‘with great prccmou and regularity
, l‘hey are tall, rather slight, but very manly lookiv
ith great length of limb, and broad; open chcﬁt'i,‘
) e*«:cehent. marchers, both as regards speed amﬁ
" om, marchmg with checrfulness and nlacrlty,” fm'

gl) Mr R : Knhh 8§ Amzy 01 Ran;xc Smgh I paw. o
{2) Mt $







There were godw&ns for stormg gmm, ﬂaur. ete
eated at a dlstance of thlrty or forty kos from o
other on the march and the men were supphcd wrth
ratxons, when necessary, from them. e
. The national flag of the Khalsa was of Saffmn calm
and the full- throated shout of ‘Sat Sri Akal’ was the;
war ery.
So far 1 have dealt thh the regularly trame.
drmm! and  disciplined infantry of the Maharaja. They
were dircetly paid by the state, It may be designat
as the regular army. It was indeed, called Fauj-x-afn‘
or regular army.
2 Maharaja Ran,ut Singh’s cavalry was dxvnded'
nto three classes ;— s

1. Regular cavalry

2. Ghorcharah.

8, Jagirdari Fauj.
4 The regular cavalry of the ’ﬁahara]a were a hne[ i
_body of men, in appearance, equipment, and discipline.
- They had gone through an eflicient course of training

2. The Punjab as a Soveﬁgn State p. 270,
3, (Captain Wade's Letters).

8 Mr SR Wobis Army of Renjit Sighy Vol Il pm i
Joumnl ot mdmn Hxsrory. fcxr June 1923, pp 178 and 181,







Hed Jagxrdarx qu 'I'he Jamrdam Fauj Was_
estxmzted at 20 0')0 men. A ﬁ fholder wa.




A‘ 0y ( of Ranjxr Singh parc‘ &
. M.Sohan Lal D ii, p. 379,
(4)  ‘Army oi Ran;u: Smgh Vol,
iistory p. 1041057 1 :
us) o 199 Vol 1 part II afI L
tavels-1. p. ¢




0 dangerons, or desperate serv:ce”.' It was not an uncome
‘mon sight to see Akalis riding about with a drawn
,’ord in each hand, two more in their belt, a match-
ck at their back and three or four pairs of qumts,‘
stened round their turbans. Akali Phula Smgh was .
thb head of this reckless band of war lors,
- Garrisens or Fauj.i-Qilajat o
. *Important forts like Attock, Peshawar, Multan,,
Kangra, and Kashmir were strongly garrisoaed, and
. provided with stores of grains and war material. The
- total strength was about 10,800, in time ‘of peace. The
_ pay of a garrison infantry soldier ranged between Rs 5[«
and Rs 7[-p.m  The Jamadar recetved double the sum or
_gven more  The salaries of the garrison were paid
through the officer incharge, called Thanedar, to whom
the necessary amount of money was advanced by letters
‘of authority drawn on the Kardar er Cellector of the i
Disbrict Among others, the I’ollowmg mstruchons were -
issued to the Thanedars of fort :
431, Not to admit Wlthln the fort -dancing.girls,
. musicians, ete.
A 2. To see that there should be no clash between
"s.the soldiers, and the eivil population of the neighbouring
- district,
Y T'o see that the men did not become wicked or
addzctbd to drmkmg :

(;) i I; H. for June 23, pp. 200-00, 204~205, ‘
£2) | 'Army of Ranjit Singh Vel 1l part W 1. 1, H. June,
1923, p,p.200-201 and 204-205,










“22nd June—After gomg down the lmc of
we crossed the river with Ranjit Smgh in ‘
inspect his artillery, which we found dmwn up tm ‘the
~ opposite bank. It conswted of & battery of 53 hdme‘
 artillery, nine pounders, cast in brass in his own found
.t Tahore, from the patterns of those presented to h
by Lord William Bentinck, The only discreditable part
of his artillery in appearance is harness, ‘which
patched and shabby but the horses though bmall ;
appeared to be active and in very tolerable cnnd:t:cm
- He'is very proud of the efficiency and admxrablq ¢ond1~‘
tion of his artillery, and justly so, for no native pewer
has yet possessed so large and well disciplined a wrps.” '
. 1¢o4th June —..iei ...They commenced pract"mg
/. with grape at a curtain at two hundred yard’ dml:ance
. The practice would have been creditable to any
© artillery in the world. At the first round of grape, th
: curtam Wwas eut clean away, and their shells at eight a
“tWelva handred yards were thrown with a precision that.
’ ;ls extraordinary when the short period of time since they
have known the existince of such a thing is taken into
consxdemtmn. I rode up to the curtains with Dhian
‘Singh at the eonclus;on of the practice and found them"

almost cut to pieces.” ’
Lieutenant Barr in his “Journal of a March thmugh:,

the Punjab’’ {pp- 259-260), speaks of the eelerity and ;
precision of movements of thegunners. He says”c‘i
“The ord were gnven inFrench.......... We then tried

sich are very. gOOu, AR true\ ]




'nen whom t i\




) »Among othexs the fullowmg points ‘baut‘;t
Jin the time of Maharaja Rmmt Smgh ane
are noticeable:— : ‘
1. Service in the army Was Qpen‘ to all mespe
of caste and creed. v G
; 2. Though there were 1o Well deﬁned ruie& govern-
ing promatmn, merit or conspicuous serth seldom wen
. unrewarded. :
: 8. Indiscipline, xmuberdmatmn and neglect of du
~ were variously punished with fine, loss of pay amdi
. rank, imprisonment in quarters and dismissal. :
‘ 4. There was no definile age limit either for ent‘
ing service or for. compu\sory retu'ement. It wppcam
that men between the age of tweniy and tlmty.righ? wer
 generally regarded as being fit for military duly and !
they continued to seroe up Lo the aga of B‘Mij ﬁve 0 "ia
times even more. G
5. There was no such ihmg as a regular ;remww a
; kind of allowance for the dead and wounded was some- .
_ times  granted—about one third of the paymthese
- ullowances were called’ Inglis’ which seems to indicate
_ that the practise was borrowed from the English,
6. Vacancies in the ranks seem to have been filled
o ‘fwm the members of the family of the retiring soldie ‘
1t is most significant that the Maharaja employed
European officers of the type of Ventura and Allard m
: 183" and there alfter, and devoted his whole energy to

o e

Cﬁalggue (;f khalsa Durb.n Rec*cmla Vol 1<p, 140







'uugment his own £ army ? I baheva, thnt th
1derlymg motxve. Tlm army dxd becom : extra d“in

;‘under gone by the army, which enabled ﬁhnm to fé@ the
‘British so lmﬁgmcally, whereas no other Asla.tm powet ha
: been a.ble to oﬁer any. resxstance worth the name.

1. "The Pun)ab asa Sovexexgn Staee pu 64,79
ST IRIN8T. : i o

: 2 In 1839 the regular army amounted to about 75 000
xW( Dr, chopra $ ‘The Pun;ab as a bovewsgn State.’ p. 117 e







very com mon, in
‘aValry e
 The dress of the dmgvans comlsted af a jauke

. pair of black belts, one of which supported a pouc W
. the othera bayrmet Round the waist, the dragmms w
Y Kamxrb'lud partially concealed by a sword-be
which hung a sabre with a brass hilt, and leathern
‘bard. The carbine was so. attached as to give it the
"appeamnce of being slung ACToss the back of the drag“ ‘on
‘but rested in fact, in a bucket fastened to the saddle
‘The ‘trousers’ were of dark blue cloth, with a fecf sm;of,
and the turbans of crimson silk, bwmakt some. what imtd
pale in Jroni, and orn amented in the centre mth a smlﬂ
: bmss ha!t-moon, from wluch sprang a ghttermg spri
ahom two inches in height. The officers were attived L
mm top to toe in bright erimson silk, and were armed« =
vith a sabre only. “The uniform of the wzms&zera eon-'] )
; s;sted of a short blue coat and a pair of dark trousers
‘with a narrow red stripe tightly stmpped over Wellington .
. boots and spurs, The cuirass was of highly polished
"'steel or brass, and bore a Galhc cock in the centre of

(1) 'European Adventurers of Northern India D.p.22-23,
Also see p.183, Vol If, para 1L, J.LH. for June. 23
(2) European Adventurers of Northetn India p.22.







,roxdered in gold supported the powder-har s
with cloth. of gold as well as the Persmn Kat
_pistol, which many of them carried, in ;
weapons, Some wore a steel helmet, lnlald w:th gol
and surmounted with Kalga or black hemns plum
_ others wore a eap of stecl, worked like a cuirass in rings
"'f,'l’hu ld‘t arm is often covered from and to the elho

~ hangs omthe back faatened with straps across the»
a qmver at the right side, and a bow biun‘ at the
0 hemg carried as part of the cqmpment“ a bag i
the belt holds the balls, and a tall buyonet, frequently
ornamented with gold, held in the right hand when ,h
man is on foot, and carried over the shoulder, when
the sndﬂte, completes the dress.” o
: 1 The artillerymen had red turbans, (oﬂicers tmba
0 ‘ \bcmg of silk) which hung down, so as to cover the ba.q
. part of the neck ; white trousers, with long boats, b
o wauat and eross belts ; s and bluck leather scabbard wit.
o brasq ornaments. ‘ ;

i

LGB Wi By S\ep, 1922 p 408,




“Osborne ‘peaks of the dress, worn b
Wjit Smgh, body-gaurd on 4 partmular cer
on, in the fo}lowxng terms i~ s

‘ »“They (The body gaurd of Ranjlt Smgh) we
,formsed mahne, through which the Governor Genera
~and his Court had to pass, one troop dressed in yellow
satin, with gold scarfs and shawls the other in cloth of
old, scarlet, purple or yellow their arms all of gold
_they had long beards down to their waists ; and th
“heads were enveloped in a drapery of silver or gold tissu
‘Whu,h was brought over theu' heards to protect t.heu"

' frmp the dust.” ‘
Sir Lepel Griffin descrnbmg the mregular lewes and

Jagirdari contingents, says t—

2 ¢Phe  irregular levies and Jagirdari (.ontmgents;
were thc picturesque element in the Maharaja’s reviews.
Many of the men were well-to-do country gentlemen,
the sons, relations, or clans-men of the chiefs, who placed
‘them in the field and maintained them there, and whose
ers c'mal e.redxt was concerned in their persnua} appear- .

-

am,e,‘ :
e There was no umtormlty in then‘ dress, Some wore
a shirt of mail, with a helmet, inlaid with gold anda
- Kalgi or heron’s plume; others were gay, with the
~man\wcoloured splendours of velvet and silk, with pink
or yellow. muslin tnrbans, and gold embroldered belts,
‘ carrymg their ‘sword and powder-}mm. All wore at the

(13 Cam, and:Court of Ranjit bmgh b p. 214~ 213
’ ("‘) Ran)xt Smgh p.p. 143144







: CHAI’TER IV
™ ‘sum sowma

appeéi' on
tents o 'Jaggage, exoept, perhaps a small tent t'or the

p ‘.‘“hemsewes in, and which on s march covar thmrf‘f
: The foad of the Qikhs is qf the cnar.mrt kmd ;




Q. ’Hx&fmy of the Sikhs
(2) Wahigutu Jx Ka Kmisa Qi ¥




: men, with great adaptablhty, and bound together bx
commumty of interests and religious traditions. ' This v~ry
adapi;ablhty has enabled the Sikhs, like Englxbh nien, to i
f roam i in d;l‘ferent parts of the far- -flang Bmmh Empu'e, P
 and even outside and beyond it. e
~ An aged Pathan describes the Sikhs as "truthﬁﬂ e
: i*and strmght,forward 4 i
e Lepe] Griffin (p.83) pays the bnkhs a magmﬁcentm .
-tnbute when he says, *“There are few stories in Slkh .

_ as stain the pages of South Indian History, with er uelty
 and blood.” bxr‘Lepel Griffin thus corroborates Forster,
_ That the Sikhs were a band of chaste, and not ungene- A
“'vfmus peoph,, is mdeed mawmh(,ent and rare praise for
J «Oldler , :
. . The Sikhs were regularin their ablutmns and the
& perfcmmce of their prayers, whereafter they combed
- their hair and beard with peculiar care. Aceustomed

hmm‘y of ouirage to women and tortires to men, such i

from their earliest infancy to a life of hardship and difi-

: Iﬂ'oulty, the Sikhs despised the comforts of tent. In
‘heu of this, each horseman was furnished with two blan-
" JLets, one for himself, and the other for his horse, This

.1 ‘Tales from Sikh History, p.38.




e !mdy. : : ;
’l‘ha pmwdmg quoia mns' and wfemmes g@ ;




tmmfnz smgm fwward. m
and h@&lbhy Ophmxs ok ‘
- The I'E(}klews dmmg of tfm Slkh szﬁdw
_ deed due te their rehgwus fervour, and their Iwr
gww tmclmom Maham}a Ranjit Singh was sagacious
o kenough to realise this fact and did all he possibly could
s ‘deepen and intensify the rehgmus atmosphme w
“~~‘envelopcd his soldiers. It would be interesting and
u.(struétwe to know how he tued to achieve this end
W Canningham ' says, “He! (!(Iaharaja ?anyzt Singh)
. was assiduous in his demzw*ns, he honoured men
‘ i:eputed sauotxty, ~and enabled them to _practise an
i ,ged ehmuty, he atmbuted every suceess to the fa
ot od and he styled. hzmeelf and peopla collectwﬁly
Iximlszz ‘or Commonwmlth’ of Gavmd thther
“ Walkmg bare-footéd to muke ‘his obeisarice ‘to.
lateral representat.wc of his prophets, or in rewarding
soldier, . distinguished by a long and ample beard, or
estraining ‘the excesses of the fanitical Aka.ha, or
tmg an mmy and acquiring a province, he atwa.yg
it appear that every thmg ‘was done for the sake
‘ a.Gum, for the advmtwge of Khalﬂ, and in the )
~uame of tfm Lord, ‘ e
i :  geal of the state. the wwda mser:bed Wcr
: _‘Sahal ‘God our help and (mwg and thor
ﬁndqﬂbtedly (or without pause) achieved thmugh the
Grace of Guru Nanak and Guru Gobind Siogh.” The .|
Coins were siruck _tn the name of Nanak and Guru Gobind.

ﬂw

1 ‘Hustory of the Sikhs' p. 168




0 mgh and were kno
‘Sham (xsmed under the mle 0

‘ ‘ier.s suwg,estad vamus names to
 when they had done 50, he solemnly satd thet he v
A mll it ‘Ham Bag or the guraen of Ram, after the |

 of Guru Ram. Dass, the founder of Awritsar.  He ea

" the Amntsm fort by the name of Gobmd Garh, ;

name of the Tenth Gura,

1 The Maharaja was very part

‘ da.tty recital of the Gramh in his pwsance, ‘He
. the Durbar Sahib ((:o}den temple) twice a;f
 bestowed speeial favours on the Sikh przesthou
writingor t,a.lkmg about his Govemment. h
uged the term ‘Khalsa’ and Posed AS & hu ‘ble
‘ that mystm and mxhtant Chureh'l ;
' z4Therewas & beparaw. tate
ne, the pmduce of which was
incumbent. He was always attended on his tows Yy @
- priest with a volume of ecach of the iwo Chief. avraptums
 These were wrapped ap in rich pieces of silk, placed o
) cot under 8 big. canopy, and thus bome j‘rom one
o am)tker. specml military escort was pwwded ;
" member of which carried a Sikh baoner.. "The proees
was‘ ofhen foliuwed by a numbex ot‘ prmsiﬁ on elephaum.

(1y (;apt/am Wade’s Letters p. 331 of the ' Pumab a

‘ Ruverwgn State,”’
(2) Captdin Wade's Letters p. 337 of the e {’u ab as

%vemexgn bmm p. 204,

&




Hn Besxdes thw, every regzment had its ozkm vulumex of
i Gram!hs and religious insignia. Even the mmlsfers
‘state carried separate copies of the Granths on their
. journeys.” The Maharaja  sometimes decided  the
- despatch of military expedmom, by casting lots before i
the Adi Granth. i
% He put up decent Sikh temples at a large number of
piaces. associated with the memory of the Gurus and
attached princely Jagirs to them for charit sble purposes,
It was he again, who covered the walls of the great Sikh
- temples at Amrilsar, Tarn Taran, and elsewhere with goid
plates. A copy of the original Gurmukhi msnnptmn
~over the door{of the Golden Temple, Amritsar) facmg
“the Clock Tower is given below ;—

‘q € nfas™y g93 you fses@ feeda m
Hafa wgal A3 g9 yrfe i G
7! Afsag W owsh Al @ Aer 98 9T Ay n
AT Al 9ig aniern A o Howa &t wd feREe
at eaaraﬁ AEa Hiaara geds fifw 7 gavet
It might be rendered into English thus:—
4 %God prosper the Khalsa (The Commonwealth);

' through the grace of the Guru, Mabaraja Ranpt Smgl{ .
- was able to render the service of gold and white marble

(1) Camam \Vade 5 Lecrars b. 337 of che Pumab as a Sove.r-—
. eign State. footnote p, 204, footnotes pp. 205-6.

t2) B.Pem Smgh s ‘Mahavaja Ranjit Singh p. 428, j :
(3}, Also see B, Prem Smghs ‘Maharajah Ranjit Singh’ 9.45 i
(4) B. Prem Smgh 1 Maha: aja Ranjit Singh, p, 425,
















‘ hzm bend. We whall pr y]s«i:e :the wmkmg nf ﬂus
splrlt in the ﬁxst and second Sxkh Wars S
ola defeat, in adversxty, in trial and tnbulatmn, in
pc- iud of stress and strain, the Sikh Soldier has behave
*nobly, glorxous}y, superbly Not to go far back, take th
 episode of Saragarhi. The heroie band of Sikl Sadlers
. "“djed to a man .t their posts, Povermg themaelves, wﬂ;h
. mnpenshahle glory, o e
. In success, however, the Slkh Soldxer has not ai
behaved in on ideal manner Not unoften, hds power
inebriated him, and made him act lgnob}y £
. Let us take a Eew concrete cases. The $1kh So
diers under the Tenth Guru put up ‘a_her
against ove:whe:lmmg Ddds,, Under Bamla, ok .
”scm*ed some victories. It was to be expected tha those
‘who were 1mpauent of tyranny, should behave nnbly
, ‘tovmrds their foes, in their hour of vmtory. The excesses
‘comm\tted by B’aﬁda and his Sikh Soldiers at Swﬂ‘mmvdxg*}‘j
. nd “elsewhere were, however, reminiscent of the bar~" o
o ‘bantws of the Huns and Mongots. : e
@ 1Bands smd his soldiers behaved nobly in their honr
et tmbuf‘latlon. 4 hundred, bzkhs were putio death dmly,
i cmtmdwg am«mg themseloes fm‘ priovity of martyrdom.
"'?“"‘}Band& himself was torn to pieces by red-hot pincers afterr ‘
havmg been mmpelled to take the life of his mﬁy son,

(1) Bingley's 'Sikhs p.lg. e







: “I had many op%ortumhes of (xbservmg the co
of the Sikh troops during the later portlon of thﬁ oa,
' paign in Afghanistan, and no prama could be too hlgh
for their patience under privation and their admirable
and orderl y behaviour towards the Afghans, who, it mu it
be remembered, were their bitter and ancient enes
mies, Agam, he says,”” The Sikh is aIWays the same
in peace, in war, in barracks or in the fleld, ever et
genial, gcd tempered and uncomplaining; a fair
horseman, a stubborn infantry soldier, as steady under o
fire as he is eager for a charge.” It would indeed be
a magnificent thing, if an individual or a nation, were 0
perfect and faultess, But in this world of ours, there
is light, as well as, shade. L
1 After the death of Maharaja Ranjit Smgh the
- Khalsa army became all-powerful, Each reglment andl”,c i
brigade was invariably regulated by a Panehayat of five
representatives, chosen from each battalion. The army
was thus the master of the situation. And how did they
behave in their period of power? In 1845, the Prime
Minister Jawahir Singh (Rani Jindan’s brother) was
_executed by order of the Regimental Panchayals. The .
Court of Lahore, was terror-stricken. The Courtiers and =
Generals trembled for their life, and for their own safety,
_ egged the army on to war with the English. In their’
hour of success and power, the Sikh soldiers were over-
‘bearing, arrogant, insubordinate and violent. Power
inebriated them, and unbalanced their judgments. Le

(1) Bingley’s *Sikhs’ p. 25,




e to cha.llenge thc Bmtxsh. If 1t were sha'cttred
ourt would be rid of 1ts masters ; if trmmpiwm ‘
‘ourt would clzum the eredlt i Agmn, ‘ “Gholab

) own dpponents Theik desir'ekww to be uphel




f’furthn‘sa}s e ,
sy Singh had b n u
‘-‘smcere soldlery to f‘a}l upun the mgli
_ but his object was to have the dreaded arm
: ‘Khalsa nvercnme smd éwpersed and he de!ayed u

‘foppenents had a.gmn mnfred t!xcmse}ves roun
TS, EVen at the. Iast mument im rathcr s

; uurxmngham s 'I*ixsmry of the Sikhs. focamou» top. 29
(2)‘ Cunnmgham‘s ‘Histoty of the Sikhs. foomate o p.?%
(3) Cunnmgham 'H;story of the Sii.bs. s 83¢.
/ (4) Lunmnﬁham s *Hxstorv c{ the Sxkns p, 296







 served with rapldlly and precision, and the foot soldxerﬂ

” ‘bullocks, Iead camels. aﬁ& load
e cheerful a}acnty »  Gough and Innes :
~ the Sikh Wars. p. 180) say, +In every ca

’ ha.d foemen worthy af our steel 3 d:sclphne‘

""wen armed well supphed thh srtxllery, and‘ !
in numbers to our own.”’ i
1 The Sikh soldiery fought vnth ‘o d1 ipli
stubbornress uncqualled in our expemenc& of nat o
warfare,! Again, they say “The Sikh mtuutry and gun
. stood resolutely, ﬁghtmg Well and with great determma-‘
tion.’ ;
“Their gallantry und dxscxplme in the ﬁght evak
the admiration of their enemies”’ ? The soldiery wer
o the most stubborn we ever fought in India, Their guns
were heavier and more numerous than mxrs, ,and we
admirably served. : 5
3 (At Feroz Shahr) “The guns of the Sikhs Wer

; stood between and behind the battemes, firm in thew
_order, and active with their muskets. Fhe resistance
met was wholly uneﬂcpected and all started with
\‘bom:shment Guns were dismounted, aud their ammum’,
~ tion was blown into the air ; squadrons were checked i
mid career ; battalion after battalion was hurled back

}withi}hattered vanks.  Darkness and the obstina(:y ‘»o_‘fz

(1) Gough and Innes ‘the Sikhs and Sikh Wars. p P 42 i
(2) Gough and Innes ‘the Sikhs and Sikh Waors. » 129,
(3) (.runnmgham p. 295,




.,T‘Zf‘the contest, threw the B;nglish into. COﬂfUSIOH H ‘men of

~ all regiments and arms were mixed together; Generals
. were doubiful of the extent of their own suceess, . and G

~ colonels knew not what had become of the regiments

: ‘,they ('ommanded or of the ar.ay of which "they furmed

- part.”’
o Sabmon, the Sikhs did not run but fought to
; the Jast with their swords, until pressed by the Victors

"on every side, slowly and with heavy loss, they were

"dmv;an back to the river and precipited in ‘ussses over

"k“"‘thké bank and over the bridge, where many were dro‘Wued““ e

in the waters of the Sutlej which a sudden rise of seven .
‘ :mchtzs had rendered scracely fordable. In their efforts
1o reach the other bank through the stream, they

; suffered terribly from the fire of the horse artillery.
. Gough wrote in his despatch, 7 Hundreds upon hundreds
 were drowned in attempling this perilous passage. The,

. awful slaughter, confusion and dismay were such as .
V‘\.fiv’ould have excited compassion in the hearts of their
'Lgcnerous conquerors, if the Khalsa troops had not in the

‘earlier part of the action, sullied their gallautry by
. ‘slz\ughtermg and barbarously mangling every wounded
. soldier whom in the vicissitudes of attaek, the fortune
. of war left at their merey. “Surely, the Sikhs, instead
ihof seeking almost certain death in the swollen and
tempestous river could have easily saved their lives by ,

. surrender.  But the Sikh Soldier would not bend. He

preferred to break.

1.(1) Bumon’u ‘The First and Second Sikh Wars (bobraon)
Pudl, o =






‘?a tmbute hke tins e
L:k : hl-s Enghsh mmradenm armm, ﬂm Sx'*h .‘301

: &te ) Fact of defeat But hv dxd nok yxeld eamly Le;t
) g how he behaved in the Second war, e
‘At ('hx!hanwala, the Slldm sword in hand, charged -
than once., and tried to breuk through ihe

,ould not. even hoid the grmmd on whmh they
_or the guns ‘which they had taken, Burton
‘*'lhus endcd one of the hardest foughk bamtles‘ :

7”(1) Gough and Ix’mes p.138.
{2) Burton s ‘The First and Second Waxs e 103
‘Bmton s I The Fm: and Sétand Wars! P 103

wlmch had to turn in dlﬁ"’brent dzrectmns i






( e ‘ﬁghtxng thei
‘The'y were \mbued th,h religious ardou
and enthnstsm however would ha:
d them, had it not been aceompanied by th
ry dmcxphne, through which Muhamja Ranji
ut them. The Sikh Wars proved to he th
on which the efficiency of Maharaja Han,;a ;
ar machine was tested. It was tested ‘and
was not found qmte wammg '

Thmb the. bnkhs f‘ought and fﬂ\iﬁ'ht mag ficen
hat  theit victors could praise them
pe' bole, w'zs no small thing. Thelr de fe‘at was glo
covermg them thh xmperlshahle g
"ﬂasung lenuwn

he Sikh army fought manfully and heroically.
ave yeL to see whether their beimvmur towmdst
‘ n bh( f ld ni buttle, and in






















od height, robust and
| unabashied ; the expressio
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; . long made a name, for
his modern and liberal mtex pretatmns of Sikhism whick
“have been accepted by many an intelligent Slkh youth
I fact Prof. Teja Singh is the founder of a dzsmnc
school of thought in the Sikh World, But for‘ him
ikh faith must have remuined largely unknown to
glish knowmg world outside the Punjab, Essays
ikhism is Prof. Teja bxngh s latest book on’ Sikl
Religion and History. It contains well written and weI

_documented essays ou a varety of subjecis sueh
Guru  Nanak, Guru Gobind Singh. S; <h
Religion and its I)octrmes 4, Maharaja Ran Jlt Smgh
5. Reform Movements in Sikhism, 6. The Gold
‘gempfle 7. Kirpan, 8.  Sikh and Organisational
roblcm 9 Sikhs and Nanvmlence 10, Khalsa College
Sikh University and 12. Are Sikhs Hindus?
"We beliéve this to be Prof. Tej. Smgh’q ngnu‘ 1 Op
and hope that the book will find a place in every bray
ohnol and English knowing family. ~ Price Rs
> PHILOSOPHY OF SIKHISM
By Dr. Sher Singh M. 4. Ph. D, (Lond,

i 1'01 & long time past the need for a book -
Religion and Phllosophv was urgently felt by Sikhs zmd‘
non-Sikhs alike,  Many Huropean and Ameriean en-
thusiasts and enguirers of Sikh Rehglon were often
‘amused to know that there did not exist any book worth
the name on the subject. The importance of the Sikh
ith amongst the religions of the world and the ro
played by the Sikhs in the Punjab, Indian and Wor
History was so tremendous that the demand for a boo
on the subject could no’ longer be ignored Dr Sher
Singh’s Philosophy ol Sikhism is not an elemen tary book,
Itis in fact a scholarly treatise on Sikhism diisa
onumental work which the Sardar wrote for his thesis
xr geftmg his doctorate at the London Umvemty

The book t,m'en 400 pages of ”-); 10 szze .md prmte
o in exceedmgly bcautxfui typc : Pnc& Rs ¥







hym‘
f P’ea,ce in whmh We can dip our soul,

12 BIRTH OF THE KHALSA

Thia book is a small venture published on’
of Buth‘df he Khalsa And contains a collee




