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HISTORY OF THE MADRAS ARMY,

CHAPTER X.

FROM THE INVASION OF THE CARNATIC BY HYDER IN
JULY 1780, TO THE PEACE WITH TIPPOO IN MARCH 1784.

Hyper, much exasperated by the capture of Mahé, CHAP.X.
through which port he had for some years been in the myger
habit of receiving supplies of various kinds from Europe, i&’m‘;:he
was still further incensed by the advance of Colonel 1780.
Harper’s detachment towards Adoni. These proceed-

ings are supposed to have led him to accept the terms

offered by the Mahrattas about this time, and having

done this, he commenced to make extensive ! prepara-

tions for invading the Carnatic.

He entered the pass atb ‘Chengamah on the 20th July, Plunders
and sent detachments in advance in several directions. Pato Nere
The town of Porto Novo was plundered by one of these yel
on the 22nd, and on the evening of the 24th, a body of

horse appeared at St. Thomas' Mount, and pillaged St.

! Hyder's army, according to Wilks, cox_lsieted of—

Cavalry ... .. 28,000
Regular Infantry ... 15,000
Irregular do. .+ 40,000

83,000

Pioneers 5,000, rocket men about 2,000. 4
Captain Innes Munro inhig narrative of the war mentions in addition,
two troops of French Cavalry under Monsieur Pimoran, 500 European
Infantry under Lally the younger, and 100 guns.

yOL. II. 1
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Thomé, and the adjoining villages. All the families in
the neighbourhood of Madras retired into the fort that
night, and every residence beyond the island was vacated,
except Government House which was protected by a
company of sepoys, and a party of artillery with two guns.
The Madras Government, although frequently warned
by two of their number, viz,, Messrs. Smith and Johnson,
had remained supine until the 24th July, when the
appearance of the enemy compelled them to issue orders
for the concentration of all the troops at their disposal.
Colonel Brathwaite commanding at Pondicherry was
directed to evacuate that place, and to march to Madras on
being joined by the 15th and 17th battalions from Trichi-
nopoly. He marched accordingly on the 12th August,
and arrived at St. Thomas’ Mount ! on the 24th idem.
- On the 6th August Colonel Cosby was sent from
Madras to the south to organise a detachment? for the
purpose of intercepting any convoys which might come

‘through the passes for Hyder’s army.

About this time arrangements were made for strength-
ening the garrisons of certain forts in the Carnatic,
which were composed of the Nawaub’s troops. Lieuten-

ants Flint and Parr were detached by Brathwaite to,

I Brathwaite’s force was composed of—
One battalion European Infantry.
Detachment of Artillery.
One regiment of Nawaub’s Cavalry.
The 14th, 15th, 16th, and 17th battalions of sepoys (14th,

15th, 16th, and 17th Regiments N.I.).
% T'wo regiments Native Cavalry under Captain Jourdan.
Grenadiers of the 9th, 18th, and 18th battalions from Tanjore.
Do. of the 6th and 19th battalions from Trichinopoly.
Three battalion companies 19th
These battalions are represented by the pwsent 6th, 9Lh and 18th

Regiments.
The detachment joined 8ir Hector Munro at Chingleput on the
retreat from Conjeveram, and thereafier appears in the returns of the

army as the * Trichinopoly Detachment.”

L
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Wandiwash with two companies, one of the 14th, the
other of the 15th battalion. One company of the 19th
battalion under Ensign Colin Macauley was sent to
Ginjee and another under Ensign Higginbotham to Thia-
ghur, then commanded by Lieutenant George Roberts.
The garrison at Permacoil consisted of a company of
the 16th battalion under Lieutenant Bishop.

About the end of July Government resolved to assemble
the army near Conjeveram, and they directed Colonel
Lang to send the battalion of Buropean Infantry from
Vellore to that place. Lord Macleod, commanding
H.M. 73rd Regiment at Poonamallee, was sent for
to Madras with the intention of placing him in command
of the army in order to admit of General Mnnro remain-
ing at Madras to secure the majority of the Governor’s
party in Council. Lord Macleod earnestly protested
against the proposal to assemble the troops at Conjeve-
ram at a time when the whole country was occupied by
Hyder, and he recommended the concentration near
Madras of all available troops previous to undertaking
operations. He objected to the removal of the Euro-

pean battalion from Vellore, and concluded by saying

that a proper regard to his reputation would not permit
him to adopt a responsibility in the execution of plans
which'did not coincide with his own judgment.

General Munro maintained his own view, and it was
decided that he should assume command, and march to
Conjeveram, there to effect a juhction with the troops
expected from various quarters, which were ultimately
limited to the detachments of Baillie and Cosby ; Brath-
waite having reached the Mount before the army was
ready to march, and the intention to withdraw the
European battalion from Vellore having been abandoned
on further consideration, and in consequence of the

L
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remonstrances of Colonel Lang, and of Messrs. Smith
and Johnson. 5

On the departure of General Munro the continuance
of the majority of the Governor’s party was ensured by
the nomination of Mr. Davidson to be an Additional
Member of Council, an appointment which was protested
against as illegal.

On the 21st August Hyder invested Arcot, and on the
26th idem the British troops! at St. Thomas’ Mount
marched for Conjeveram, partly in order to cause Hyder
to raise the siege of Arcot, and partly for the purpose of
effecting a junction with Colonel Baillie’s detachment then
marching from the north.

1 The following is an abstract of the return of the Company’s txoops
at the Mount on the 26th Angust 1780 :—

o @ i
LBl |alE| gle |
A e 7 = a =|
Sl |5|8 (6|88 us |2 4
A/ 8|3 |Z|E|sS| 8RB | 5
O |l |O|w|A |x [~ = =]
Cavalry 2 3 8015 35
Artillery L1702 ) 2(.26| 18 250 | ... 315
2nd battalion 1st| 23 5|24 |28 271 351
Regiment.
Grenadiers, 2nd bat-| & i gt ) 92 | ... | 105
talion 2nd Regt. 3
Cadet company 1 AT 8 ol 1 (j.ed 32
Europeans |48 | 2184|6149 | ... | 644 | .. | 838
14th, 15¢h, 16th,| 86 | ... | ... [ 28 | 55 | 82 | 8,143 | 47 3,391
17th, and 21gt bat-
talions of sepoys.
Company of Marks-| 2 [ 2] 61 38 98 | 1| 111
men. |
Total...| 86 | 2|84 |91 (109 | 85 3,885 | 48 |4,340

Not included in the above—

22 Europeans and 168 Natives sick.
56 Native Cavalry.

No return of H.M. 73rd Regiment for August has been found,
but Sir Hector Munro estimated his whole force, including officers,
at 5,209 when he left the Mount. This would make the suengtb of
the 78rd to have been 638, all ranks included.
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On the 15th June Colonel Baillie had been ordered to
march from Ellore to Inacondah in the district of
Guntoor, 5o as to be south of the river Kistna in event of
his being required in the Carnatic.

He arrived on the 15th July, and on the 25th he was
directed to proceed into the Cuddapah country for the
purpose of effecting a diversion.

This measure was protested against by Messrs. Smith
and Johnson, but they were overruled: On the 1st
August Government reconsidered their order, and
desired Baillie to move towards Madras, at the same
time recommending the western route by Triputty in.
order that he might have the chance of intercepting
some of Hyder’s convoys. Baillie, who had already
marched for Cumbum, retraced his steps, and reached
Nellore on the 16th.

From thence he repoi'ted that he would take the
eastern road by Naidoopett, and on the 24th, he
encamped four miles south of Goomerapoondy, from
whence one forced march would have taken him to
Madras, the road being clear, and the distance only about
27 miles ;. but on reaching- Goomerapoondy he ‘received
a letter from General Munro directing him to march to
Conjeveram by Periapollem, and Tripassoor. In compli-
ance with this ill-advised order, to which the disasters of
the cémpaign are to be attributed, Baillie struck off to
the south-west, and reached the bank of the Corteliar
near Vungul on the 25th.! Having been detained by

! dbstract of a return of Baillie's Detachment dated 26th August.

Artillery ... 4 officers, 77 non-commissioned officers and men.
Eur, Infantry... 7 , 2 Cadets, 104 non.commissioned and men.
Sepoys . 36 ,, 24 Serjeants, 2,606 Native Officers and men.

The company of Guides.—Strength not given,

The Native Infantry was composed of the 1st and 1lth Carnatic
Battalions, six companies of the 7th Carnatic Battalion, and the 2nd
Circar Battalion (Ist, 7th, and 11th Regiments N.IL ; the, Circar
Battalion is not represented).

I
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CHAP. X. heavy rains he did not cross the river until the afternoon
T of the 3rd ! September. Hyder, having received intelli-
gence of this change of route, which brought Baillie’s

Hyder detachment straight towards him, detached Tippoo with
%‘-’f,‘;"o’;‘fo cut @ division estimated at about 40,000 hotse and foot with

off Baillie. 12 guns in order to intercept Baillie, while he himself,
with the rest of his army, advanced to within a short
distance of Geeneral Munro’s camp at Conjeveram.
‘Engagement  On the afternoon of the 6th Colonel Baillie reported
zm?‘m' that he had on that day been engaged, near Perambakum,
from 11 A.m. until 2 p.M., with a large body of the enemy
which he had beaten off, but that he could not venture
to leave his position, and therefore requested the General
to move to his assistance. The letter reached Sir Hector
Munro on the 8th, but that officer being of opinion that
it was necessary for him to remain at Conjeveram with
¢ the main body for the protection of his stores and pro-
visions, contented himself with sending a detachment
composed of the flank companies of the army under the
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Fletcher.?
Wletcher This detachment? left camp on the night of the 8th, and
joins Baillie.  ¢v.1,110] Fletcher, having skilfully evaded the enemy,

1 Wilks says the 4th. The date given in the text is taken from the
4 reports of Colonel Baillie, and Gieneral Munro. :

2 This distinguished officer had been a Captain in the 42nd High-
landers. He entered the Company’s service about 1760 and long
commanded the 11th battalion, now the 11th Regiment N.I.

5 Grenadier Company, H.M. 78rd (71st Regiment), Lient. Lindsay,
and two other officers.

Light Company, H.M. 73rd (71st Regiment), Captain Baird, and four

other officers.

Two Grenadier Companies, Madras Europeans, Captains Phillips and
Ferrier with eleven other officers.

Ten Grenadier Companies, 14th, 15th, 16th, 17th, and 21st battalions
of sepoys (14th, 15th, 16th, 17th, and 20th Regiments N.I) under
Captains Rumley and Gowdie, with ten other officers.

The company of Marksmen under Lieutenant Muat.

1t appears from a minute of the Commander.in-Chief, dated 9th
October, that the strength of this detachment amounted to 1,007 of all

ranks, viz., 301 Buropeans, and 706 Natives.
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Joined Baillie at Perambakum early on the morning of
the 9th.

About 8 o’clock that night, Baillie, in conformity with
orders, set out for Conjeveram. Shortly afterwards fire
Was opened upon the column, but this was soon silenced,
and the detachment was prepared to resume the march
when Colonel Baillie suddenly resolved to halt until day-
light, contrary to the orders he had received, and also
against the opinion of Colonel Fletcher who urged him
to push on'to Conjeveram then distant only eight or nine
miles. To this Baillie would not consent, and the troops
lay on their arms all night unmolested.

The march was recommenced about daylight, and the
detachment had proceeded about two miles when the
enemy began to fire from four or five guns in the plain
at a considerable distance from the left flank. This was
followed by a charge of Tippoo’s select horse which
was repulsed with heavy ! loss. Captains Rumley and
Gowdie, with the sepoy grenadiers, were then sent
against the guns, and succeeded in taking three or four,
but the sepoys had lost their order during the advance,
and being charged in flank by a large body of cavalry,
they fell back in some confusion, and with some loss.
Hyder, who had sent off his infantry and guns towards
Perambakum on the previous night unobserved by
Munro, followed with his cavalry before daybreak, and
was now seen advancing in force. A cross fire from
some 50 or 60 pieces of artillery was then opened on the
detachment, and shortly afterwards two, or according to
Some accounts, three tumbrils were blown up. Many
were killed by the explosion, and the camp followers

' Lieutenant Lindsay puts this at 1,200,—Tives of the Lindsays,
Vol. 11T, page 255,

QL
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rushing in for protection, the troops, both Huropean and
Native, were thrown into disorder. The Europeans were
speedily rallied, and although exposed to a heavy fire
from 7} until 9 or 10 A.ar., withont the means of
returning it, they repulsed no less than thirteen separate
attacks. The sepoys, who had become mixed with the
camp followers, no longer preserved any order. Baillie,
worn out at last, and hoping to save the lives of his men,
ordered them to lay down their arms, which had no
sooner been done than the enemy rushed in, and com-
menced an indiscriminate slanghter which lasted until
stopped by the French officers serving with Hyder’s
army. Of eighty-six European officers, including those
on the Staff, and the Surgeons, thirty-six were killed or
died of their wounds, and fifty, of whom thirty-four
were wounded, were taken prisoners,

General Munro arrived at Conjeveram on the 29th
August, and on the 6th September moved to an ele-
vated spot about two miles on the road to Perambakum
where he encamped.

Hyder’s camp was then on the left at a distance of
about two miles. On the 8th, Baillie’s application for
assistance was received, and the General, after some
consideration, determined to send & detachment instead
of proceeding in person with the whole army. Tho
reasons which inflnenced him are thus set forth in his
report to Government, dated 21st September :—

“7 found myself now in & very critical situation ; the only
hopes of provisions were from the paddy I had collected in
the pagoda ; the enemy were encamped within two miles of
me ; had I marched with my whole force he most certainly
would have possessed himself of my ground and Conjeveram,
and thereby cut me off from all provisions. In this case we
must have starved. 1 therefore, with the concurrence of the

L
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principal ! officers of the army with me, resolved to send a
strong detachment to Lieutenant-Colonel Baillie, who was
still at Perambakum, 14 miles from me on the Tripassoor
road ; and to remain with the rest of the troops to watch the
enemy’s motious.

* * * *

“T flattered myself so strong a detachment when joined to
Lieutenant-Oolonel Baillie’s corps would enable him to join
me, and I desired Lieutenant-Colonel Fletcher to tell him to
begin his march in the evening of the 9th September, and
march all night towards me.” '

After sending off the detachment, General Munro
ordered the tents to be struck, and the men lay on their
arms all night. Firing was heard about midnight, but
it soon ceased, and no alarm was occasioned thereby.

About daylight -heavy firing was heard from the
direction of Perambakum, and the army marched
immediately. After proceeding about four miles smoke
was seen on the left. The line of march was altered
accordingly, but after going a short distance, the direc-
tion was again altered ? towards the right, and was so
maintained for about two ‘miles when a wounded sepoy
brought intelligence of Baillie’s defeat. Upon this the’
army retreated to Conjeveram where it arrived about
6 o’clack in the evening.

Sir Hector Munro, finding himself without provisions,
and having no hopes of assistance, determined to retreat

! It was said in the army that this courte was suggested by Colonel

® % % | who was anxious to distinguish himself, and thus escape
being superseded in command of the Grenadiers on the arrival of
Colonel Baillie, but that it was disapproved of by Lord Macleod and
other senid® officers.—Life of Sir Thomas Munro, Vol. 1, page 26.
(Fletcher commanded the Grenadiers.)

#8ir Thomas Munro, who was present, says it was obvious tp every
one tint the guides were leading the army away from the sceye of
action.—Life, Vol. I, page 26.
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CHAP.X. to Madras. The heavy guns, and all stores which could
R not be removed, were thrown into the large tank, and the
retreat commenced early on the morning of the 11th.

Losses during  The army was harassed all the way to Chingleput by
the retreal. 5 pumerons body of cavalry, and lost a large quantity
of ammunition, and military stores, besides camp equip-
age, and private baggage. It arrived ab Chingleput
on the morning of the 12th, and was there’ joined by the
detachment from the south under Colonel Cosby, who,
not having succeeded in capturing any of Hyder’s
convoys, formed the intention of surprising the garrison
in the fort at Chittapet which had been abandoned by the

gol‘l’)"el Nawaub’s sepoys early in August. He attacked the
re?u]icd at  place accordingly on the night of the 6th September,

Chittapet. 51 q endeavoured to carry it by escalade, but the enemy
having been prepared for his reception ke was repulsed
with loss.

g;‘i‘:ﬂ‘;i: Beyond the fact of the loss of the stores and baggage,

retreat. few particulars regarding the retreat are to be found
either in the records! of Government, or in the several
accounts published, with the exception of that by
Captain Innes Munro, H.M. 73rd Regiment, who states
that about 500 sepoys were killed or wounded between
Conjeveram and Chingleput. It is also mentioned by
that officer that the rear guard during the retreat was
composed of sepoys alone—a circumstance most sugges-
tive of the state of the army, and the want of proper
arrangements on the part of the General. The passage
referred to runs thus i—

The brunt « Many of Colonel Baillie's sepoys who effected their

zzgi;;?on a escape from wounds and the enemy; notwithstagding the
dangers which they had so recently encountered, fonght

I No report was made by the General until the 21st September, and
then not until it had been called for more than once.
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“
hard in General Munro’s army next day, which was no small
mark of their loyalty and courage. Nor was their subsequent
conduct in the main army much to be wondered at, for
they sustained the whole brunt of the retreat; and hetter
troops than they have been known to yield to the temptations®
that were thrown in their way upon the route from Conje-
veram. Their excessive fatigues in some measure warranted
the free use of liquor:and which likewise might be in a

great measure the cause of speedy intoxication. After every

thing that can be adduced against them, it must be acknow-
ledged that the Company’s sepoys are good troops, and
exceedingly well officered.”’

The army resumed the march from Chingleput on the
13th September and encamped at Marmelong, between
St. Thomas’ Mount and Madras, on the succeeding day.

Different opinions were held regarding the course
taken by General Munro in detaching Colonel Fletcher.
Although considered unwise by most, it was defended
by some, amongst whom were Captain Innes Munro,?
and Lieutenant Lindsay, H.M. 78rd Regiment. The
conduct of this short campaign in other respects has
been universally condemned, more especially the selection
of an unsafe point of junction for Colonel Baillie’s detach-
ment, and the failure to support'it on the morning of the
10l September. The Court of Directors were so much
dissatisfied, that in January 1782, they sent out orders
for General Munro’s removal, offering him at the same
time, the option of submitting his general conduct while
in command to the judgment of a court of inquiry or
court-martial, These instructions however were not
received at Madras until Sir Hector Munro had sailed
for England.

—

! Liquor abandoned by the Commissariat all along the road.
* Vide Narrative of the War on the Coast of Coromandel, and the
Lives of the Lindsays, Vol. II.
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CHAP. X. Hyder broke up his camp near Conjeveram on the
Surrender of 19th September and returned to Arcot to prosecute the
Ardot, siege. The approaches and batteries were constructed

under the direction of French officers, and on the 81st
October the pettah was assanlted and taken.

The troops retired to the citadel, and the place was
surrendered on the 8rd November. The capitulation was
signed by Captain Dupont ; Captain Prendergast, the
Commandant, having been severely wounded. The
garrison, composed of 157 men of the 1st battalion 1st
Regiment, about 14 company of the 5th battalion of
sepoys under Lieutenant Leighton, and a party of the
Nawaub’s sepoys, was suffered to depart in conformity !
with the terms, one condition having been that the
Europeans should not again serve during the war,

Sarrender of  The forts at Ginjee, Carnaticghur, Sautghur, Kylas-

ﬁ};‘gﬁ‘i;’;ﬂ ghur close to Vellore, and two other places in that
neighbourhood known as the Doby’s and Chuckler’s forts,
all fell about the same time, some_having been taken, and
the remainder having been given up by the Nawaub’s
sepoys. Lieutenant Macauley at Ginjee was compelled
by a body of these men to capitulate on condition of
being allowed to retire to Madras, but this was violated
and he was sent to Seringapatam as a prisoner. Lietr=-
tenant Parr volunteered in September to go in disguise
from Wandiwash to Carnaticghur in order to take com-
mand of that place which was sufficiently strong to
have stood a siege for many months, but it was sold
to Hyder by the Killadar, and Parr escaped to Vellore
with great difficulty on foot, attended by a single native

gervant,

! With this exception, and that of Cuddalore in April 1782 the terms
of capitulation were violated.
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The hill fort at Amboor was usually garrisoned by the
head-quarters and a wing of a native battalion, the
remaining companies of which were stationed at.Vellore,
but on the approach of Hyder, part of the garrison was
withdrawn to assist in the defence of that place, and by
December 1780 it had been reduced to two companies
of the 5th battalion (5th Regiment N.I.), one company of
Nawaub’s sepoys, and two Serjeants of artillery with a
few native gunners and lascars. The whole, officers
included, amounted to 272 men, all un('ler Captain
Keating, Commandant of the battalion.

On the 8th December a force under Tippoo, and
General Lally, estimated by Captain Keating at 6,000
foot and 2,000 horse besides a number of irregulars,
invested the place. Captain Keating, after defending it
for upwards of a month, capitulated on the 15th January
for want of ammunition, but instead of being liberated
n conformity with the terms agreed upon, the garrison
was marched to Arcot where the sepoys were drafted
into Hyder’s battalions, and Captain Keating was
detained until he signed an agreement by which he
bound himself not to serve again during the campaign,
Hyder justified himself on the ground that the garrison
had been reduced to ammunition for one day, whereas,
according to the usages of war, Keating was bound to
have strrendered whenever it hdd been reduced to a
quantity sufficient for three days’ expenditure.

It appears from Captain Keating’s report that the forti-
fications were much out of repair, and most of the gun
carriages unserviceable, which state of matters had been
brought to the motice of Sir Heotor Munro in 1779 at

the time he inspected the ‘garrison, but that nothing had
been done towards

putting the place in a proper state of
defence,

QL
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DEFENCE OF TELLICHER‘RY, 1780-81.

The Madras troops which had moved from Mahé to
Tellicherry at the close of 1779 were detained at that place
at the requisition of the Bombay Government, and did not
return to their own presidency until June 1781 when they
joined Sir Eyre Coote’s army near Cuddalore.

In the month of August 1780 Major Cotgrave, when
writing to the Madras Government, estimated Hyder’s
force then before Tellicherry at about 10,000 men with
30 pieces of cannon worked by Europeans. The follow-
ing extract from a report made by the same officer con-
tains an account of two affairs which took place at this
time, and also of the state of the garrison :—

¢ I have not words to express to your Honor the distressed
situation we have been in since the arrival of Hyder's
General, and had not our troops, both Bombay and Madras,
behaved in the most spirited manner, we must have been
destroyed long ago.

¢ I beg leave to recommend to your favor Lieutenant Peter
Campbell, who at the head of about 100 sepoys, drove the
enemy into the river, and drowned uwpwards of 300 of them
at a time when they made sure of taking the place, and when
we had very little hopes ourselves of being able to defend it.

“The enemy on this occasion lost 550 men, our loss too was
very great ; Ensign Alwright and three brave Serjeants were
killed, and of sepoys and irrégulars killed and wounded 90
men. This happened on the 4th September.

“ On the 14th October, being & very rainy night, Captain
Muirhead proposed to me that he would sally upon the
enemy when he supposed their arms would be wet, and
fow of them go off; he accordingly put himself at the
head of five companies of his own battalion.! ILieutenant
Campbell and Lieutenant * Close were with him. Lieute-

! The 20th battalion (19th Regiment N.1.).
2 Afterwards Major-General Sir Barry Cloge, Bart.
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nant Campbell with part of the five companies, pushed for
a bridge which the enemy had thrown across the river, and
thereby cut off their retreat. Captain Muirhead and Mr.
Close pushed immediately for their works, which were
carried without the loss of a man, or a musket being fired.
Out of 700 men who guarded them, 400 were either killed,
wounded, or drowned, the rest swam across the river and
got off. Tmay venture ¢o assert that since the arrival of
Hyder’s General, Surdar Khan, we have destroyed at least
2,000 of' his men. ‘

“I hope the Bombay gentlemen will speedily send troops
to relieve us. If they do not, I fear we shall loge many by
desertion, as the Sepoys are very anxious to returp to their
families. The fatignes they have undergone are almost
incredible ; they are constantly on duty, and the only
relief that can be contrived is removing them from one
post to another.”

The discontent of the Madras sepoys, caused by their
prolonged detention in violation of repeated promises
made to them, and also by the refusal of the extra field
allowances to which they believed themselves entitled,
at last culminated in the mutiny of part of the detach-
ment, which was thus reported by Major Cotgrave in a
letter, dated 14th December :—

“Two Grenadier companies (one of the 4th,' the other
of the 3rd battalion) on being ordered to parade for the
usval guards in the lines, declared_they would no longer
serve the English Company, ran to their arms, and surrounded
the European officers (baving knocked down with the butts
of theip firelocks, the black officers who endeavoured to
Oppose them).

* They recited all the hardships they had undergone heve
since their arrival, said they were cheated out of their

double batta, that they were deceived, and the promises
- C RN

! The present 8rd and 4th Regiments N.I
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made them broke of being sent back to the coast ; first after
the capture of Mahé, and afterwards in the promises made
them of being relieved in five or six months from Bombay ;
that their families were killed or dispersed through the
Carnatic, and starving since Hyder had entered it. No
arguments or persuasions of the officers could make them

16 HISTORY OF THE MADRAS ARMY.

v return to their duty, and had I not, on the first intimation
of the affair, marched with the detachment of marines, and
drawn them up opposite to them with a field piece, I do not

G know to what extremities they would have gone. A drum-

head court-martial sentenced one to be blown off from a gun,

and two others to receive 1,000 lashes each, who were the
principal ringleaders, and this was instantly put in execution
in presence of all the troops.

The 20th * Captain Muirhead’s battalion has shown not the smallest

f;tf;aiggn symtom of disobedience as yet, but it is to be attributed to

steady. his prudent management with them here, and in paying
particular attention to their families on the coast.”

The detach-  This occurrence did not come to the knowledge of Sir

f;ﬁ';';ed, Eyre Coote until early in March 1781, but the moment it

1781, did so, he wrote to the Bombay Government and to
General Goddard pressing upon them the necessity for
the immediate relief of the detachment, and in a letter
to the Madras Government he thus expressed himself
on the subject :~— '

Tt is much to be lamented that at so critical a period we
should have been so circumstanced as not to have been at
liberty o act up to those promises so repeatedly and publickly
pledged to the sepoys under Major Cotgrave.”

Aetead ab The General’s remonstrances produced the desired

| ' Ouddalore.  offo0t and the detachment was sent round to Cuddalore
shortly afterwards in some of the ships belonging to
the squadron under Sir Edward Hughes,
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Lieutenant-General Sir Eyre Coote, arrived at Madras
from Bengal on the 5th November 1780, with a detach-
ment of 330 men of the Bengal European regiment,
two companies of artillery, and 630 lascars. He also
brought with him the orders of the Supreme Govern-
ment for the suspension of Mr. Whitehill, the Governor,
who had long contumaciously refused to restore the
Guntoor Circar to Basalut Jung. He was succeeded
by Mr. Charles Smith, senior Member of Council, one of
the two gentlemen who had frequently, although fruit-
lessly, warned Government of the approaching invasion,

On the 13th of the same month all the trqops in the
neighbourhood, except those in garrison at Fort St.
George, were formed into three divisions, and sent into
eantonments at Madras as follows :—

The 1st or Right division, under Major-General
Sir Hector Munro, was stationed in Vepery and Egmore
and was composed of—

lst Regiment Nawaub’s Ca.valfy.

The Bengal detachment.

Six companies Grenadiers from the Northern Circars.
2nd battalion sepoys.

The Centre division, under the Commander-in-Chief,
was located at and near Choultry plain, and consisted of+—

1st battalion, H.M. 73rd Regiment.
Artillery and Stores.

"' 2na battalion, 1st Buropean' Regiment.
15th, 17th, and 21sé battalions of sepoys.

The 2nd or Left division'under Colonel, Lord Macleod,
Was quartered at the Lz and in Bt. Thomé. It consisted
of—

The troop of European Cavalry.
2nd, 8rd, and 4th Regiments Nawaub’s Cavalry.
Tanjore Grenadiers.
16th battalion of s poys.
YOk. I1. 3
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The posts at the great and little Mounts were
occupied by the “Trichinopoly Detachment » ((mins the
grenadiers from Tanjore) under Captain Bilcliffe, and
by a party of artillery.

On this occasion many of the principal residents gave
! up their houses and grounds for the accommodation of the

: troops.
) Acquittal of On the 19th December Brigadier-General James
‘ "g?f:::fr' Stuart was acquitted of the charge of mutiny, in having
Stuart. arrested and imprisoned Lord Pigot in August 1776.
: The finding of the Court was published to the army on

! tho 21st, and on the same day General Stuart was
permitted to return to his duty, and was appointed
second in command under Sir Hector Munro.

“ Circar” Government, amongst other preparations for the recep-.
Beitalions: 1o of Hyder, had ordered a reinforcement from the |
Northern Circars, and on the 1st October eight companies
of sepoy grenadiers, belonging to the battalions serving
in the districts of Masulipatam, and Ellore, embarked
at Masulipatam for Madras.

A spirit of discontent, and a dislike to the voyage
were very prevalent amongst the men, but they did
not commit any act of violence or disobedience. This
was not so in the case of four companies ordered from
Vizagapatam. These companies were ready for embarka-
tion on board the Sartine frigate, and paraded for
the purpose about 3 P.M. o1l the 3rd October.

The officers and several other gentlemen had dined at °

Four com.

peniesmutiny 410 house of the chief of the settlement, and they all
at Vizagapa- ; k

tam, went down to witness the embarkation, when the sepoys

I suddenly began to fire upon them, and upon every other

Buropean within sight.
Lieutenant Orisp, Mr. Venner a cadet, and Mr. Ruther-

ford the Paymaster, were killed upon the spot, Captain
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Lane, Mr. Maxtone of the Civil Service, and others
were wounded. Lieutenant Brown and the remaining
officers escaped, some on board the frigate, and some
by concealing themselves in the town.

Mr. Casamajor, the chief officer of the place, was
threatened with death and robbed of all his property, the
value of which he estimated at nearly 15,000 rupees.
The cantonment was then plundered, and next day the
mutineers, joined by five companies of the 1st Circar
battalion, marched south for the Hyderabad country
under the command of Subadar Shaik Mahomed the
nstigator and leader of the mutiny. '

A small detachment of European invalids was sent from
Madras as soon as the occurrence became known there,
but the mutiny did not spread any further.

The Circar battalions at this time were in the most
inefficient condition, principally owing to their having
been broken up into small parties employed on duties
connected with revenue,! a state of things which had
lasted for many years.

Moreover, it was contended by the men that they had
been enlisted for local service only, a plea which seems
to have been admitted, for the Chief and Council at
Masulipatam subsequently called for volunteers, and
disclaimed any intention of compulsion, either on their
own part, or that of Government,

! Captain James Johnstone, commanding the 8rd Circar battalion,
brought this subject to the notice of the Commander-in-Chief in April
1780. He mentioned that during the period of three years of command
he never had more than three companies of his battalion with him
exoept on two oceasions for a short time ; that with this exception the
men were dispersed in small parties all over the district, subject to
the orders of renters, tannahdars, and other native officiale of the
reyenue department, and that consequently they were less to bhe

i
depended upon than the common sebundies, or armed peons, of the
Conntry.
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CHAP. X. Sir Evre Coor®’s Camraien, 1781.

The army ! assembled at the Mount early in January
1781, and marched on the 17th for the relief of
Chingleput, Wandiwash, and Permacoil. Chingleput
o i was relieved on the 19th, and on the morning of the

gsir::%c;oly 21st the fort at Carangooly was taken by storm 2 by a
Sorm; detachment, commanded by Captain Davies of the 15th

of battalion. This detachment, which was composed of the
9nd battalion, half of the 17th battalion, the  Circar
Grenadiers,” and 12 Huropean artillerymen under
Captain Tanner, received the thanks of the Commander-
in-Chief, and of Government. The following is an

extract from the orders of the day :—

Compliment-  “ The Commander-in-Chief’s thanks are in the strongest
: ary order.  panner returned to Captain Davies, and the rest of the
/ gallant officers who this morning so eminently distinguished

themselves in the very spirited attack and capture of Caran-
gooly. The cool determined executive part the assailants
acted has given the army an ample and critical supply of
provisions, a post of the first consequence, and will prove of
essential advantage to our future operations,”

The General in the same order directed that the amount

! Buropean Troop, and the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Regiments of
Nawaub’s Cavalry, paid and officered by the Madras Government.

Four b6j-inch howitzers, two 18-pounders, four 12.pounders, and
thirty-four 6-pounders.

The number of artillerymen not given,

H.M. 78rd Regiment and 2nd battalion, Madras European Regiment,

The 2nd, 4th, 14th, 16th, 16th, 17th, and 21st battalions of sepoys.

The “Trichinopoly Detachment.”

The * Grenadier Battalion ” from the Northern Circars (i.e,, 8 com-
It panies of grenadiers)

The company of Marksmen. The company of Pioneers,

2 Killed 3 Europeans—=8 Sepoys.
Wounded 1 Serjeant, 1 Subadar, 5 Jemadars, 2 Ilayildars, 2 Drums

wmers, 88 Sepoys, and 10 Gun Lascars
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realized by the sale of the captured property should be
divided amongst the actual captors.

Hyder decamped from Wandiwash on the 23rd, and
the army arrived there the next day, when the Com-
mander-in-Chief issued an order expressing his sense of
the ‘“judgment, bravery, and activity of Lieutenant
Flint in maintaining the fort of Wandiwash against very
powerful attacks,” thanking Ensign Moore and the men
of the garrison! for their conduct, and granting the
latter a gratuity equal to oue month’s pay:

The siege of Permacoil was raised about the same
time. This place had been gallantly defended by
Lientenant Bishop,® who was also thanked in general
orders on the arrival of the army before that place early
in February.

On the 19th March Lieutenants Bishop and Flint were
promoted ® to the rank of Captain in recognition of their
services, and were at the same time promised command
of the first two native battalions which might become
vacant. Ensign Moore was promoted to the rank of
Lientenant,.

From Permacoil the army marched to Pondicherry
and remained in that neighbourhood for several months
almost inactive, and much distressed for want of provi-
sions, The fort at Tiruwadi* was taken in April by a

! 14¢h battalion (L4th Regiment N.I.) one company.

16th  do. (15th do. ) one do.
12th  do. (12th do. ) ome officer and 37 men,
*16th  do. (16th do. ) one company.

*These promotions were cancelled by the Court of Directors as being
contrary to the rules of their service, but Lieutenants Bishop and Flint,
Were goon placed in command of corps, viz., the former in that of the
2nd, the latter in that of the 8rd battalion (2nd and 8rd Rogiments
N.L), i

£ About 16 miles west of Fort St. David.

L
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detachment ! under the personal command of Coote ; on
the other hand our fort at Thiaghur surrendered to the
enemy early in June for want of ammunition, a loss
which was by no means counterbalanced by the capture
of Tiruwadi.

The fortified pagoda at Chillumbrum, which lies
midway between the river Vellaur and the Coleroon, and
about 26 miles south of Cuddalore, having been
strengthened by Hyder with the intention of using it as
a depdt for provisions, Sir Hyre Coote determined to
reduce it, and he accordingly marched from Cuddalore
on the 16th June. He arrived near Chillumbrum on the
18th, and being misinformed as to the strength of the
garrison, he put himself at the head of three ? battalions
of sepoys, and a party of artillery, and advanced against
the place shortly after dark, in the hope of carrying it
by a sudden attack. The town was speedily taken, and
the detachment pushed on against the works of the
pagoda. The first and second gates were forced, but
the third, or inner gate, had been rendered secure by
throwing a bank of earth against it from the mside, and
while the stormers were delayed by this obstacle, a
number of thatched huts in the space between the second

[

and third gates were set on fire by combustibles from

the rampart, and the assailants, being thereby thrown
into confusion, were repulsed with considerable loss.
His Majesty’s 78rd Regiment, the grenadier companies
of the Madras Buropean Corps, and the 14th and 15th
battalions of sepoys were immediately ordered into the

1 The ¢ Trichinopoly Detachment,” and the 2nd, 4th, 9th, 14th, and
21t battalions.
* The 4th, and 9th batfalions, (4th and 9th Regiments N.I.) and the

« richinopoly Detachment,” two 12.pounders, two 6.pounders, and

four howitzers.
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town with the view of renewing the attack, but Sir Eyre

Coote relinquished the idea, and returned to Porto Novo
in order to procure battering guns ; however, the army
had scarcely encamped when Coote found himself con-
fronted by Hyder, who had returned from the south by
a forced march on hearing of the repulse, the effect of
which he had overestimated. The English camp was
pitched & short distance in front of the town of Porto
Novo, having the sea in rear, and the river Vellaur on the
left. In front, and on the right were a number of sand
hills and ravines, which were occupied by the enemy.
Coote being in want of provisions, and the road to
Cuddalore béing barred, it was absolutely necessary to
force Hyder’s position, and the army marched accordingly
early on the morning of the lst July. The following
extracts are taken from Coote’s account of the battle,
dated camp near Cuddalore, 6th July 1781.

“One extra day’s rice was landed, and the march at length
commenced on the st instant at 5 in the morning. From
every information received it was clear that the enemy had
united their whole force (Tippoo’s detachment excepted) and

from their position taken' up between us and Cuddalore,

meant to try the issue of a general engagement. The grounds
they occupied, naturally strong and commanding, were
rendered much more formidable by most of the spots that
would admit of it being strengthened with front and flanking
batteries erected with judgment and despatch by Hyder
Ally’s corps appropriated for such services. Large bodies of
cavalry, who had from our arrival at Porto Novo hovered
round our camp, rendered it impossible for even a single
hircarrah to return with any intelligence to be depended on,
of either the strength or position of the enemy’s batteries.
Our grand guard, and the other outposts were absolutely the
bOllndary and limited extént of our knowledge respecting the
enemy, The protection of our baggage and numerons followers

L
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f CHAP. X. required a very considerable proportion of our small army! to

T prevent or repel any insult during our march in that quarter,

and the forming the most necessary detachment considerably

weakened our force in line, which could ill-afford a single man:

from the grand object ef engageing and forcing the numerous

army of Hyder Ally situated as described. However, two:

' regiments® of cavalry,a battalion of sepoys with three 6,

L e and four 3 pounders, the baggage guard consisting of

; guard. about 150 sepoys, the few Polygars we bave, and ounr small

Mahratta corps, were ordered for their protection. Their
road lay on the right between our army and the sea.

The army “ By geven in the morning the line had drawn out of our
oo, ground of encampment near Porto Novo marching from the
right. The country soon opened into an extensive plain, and

as the enemy’s cavalry appeared there in force, I formed in

two lines,” and proceeded on my march in order of battle.

We had not advanced above one mile when the enemy’s

batteries were clearly discovered. As to position, they lay

= exactly on our intended road of march. I halted the army for

near an hour. It was necessary to explore, if possible, the

1 Wilks gives the strength noted below :—

Gavalrg, vl T .. 830
Artillery ... v S
Infantry (Europea,n and hatxve) Lo o 7,048

Total ... 8,476

s

2 According to the order of the day the baggage guard was composed
of the 8rd and 4th Regiments Nawaub’s Cavalry, the 2ist battelion
(20th N.1.) of sepoys, and the details mentioned in the text.

3 The 1gt line, under Major-General Munro, was ecompoged of the lsg
and 2nd Nawaub’s Cavalry, the Kuropean Infantry (I.M. 78rd,
Madrag Europeans; Bengal Europeans), the 2nd, 4th, 9th, 14th, and 15th
battalions of sepoys (2nd, 4th, 9th, Mth and 15th N.I1.), and the
“Prichinopoly Detachment.”

The 2nd line under Brigadier-General Stuart was composed of the
16th, 17th, 18th, and 20th battalions of sepuys (L6th, 17th, and 19&
N.,1., the 18th is not represented)
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ground on our right in hopes of its admitting an advance from

that point, by which we should avoid the enemy’s direct fire ;

from their batteries, and have a chance, by gaining the left of
their posts, to turn, or otherwise eommand them.

“The principal force of their army was drawn up in rear
of their works, extending further on the plain than either
eye or horizon could command, with large bodies of cavalry
in every direction, and their rockets were thrown in numbers
to impede or harass our movements. During this interval
of unavoidable inaction, thoroughly to examine their position
we were obliged to suffer a warm cannonade ; their guns were
well served and did execution. ;

“ We could not afford to throw away many shot to answer
them, having occasion for every round we had for more
decisive service. .

“ X determined mupon the movement to the right, and pro-
eeeded about 9 o’clock, the two lines marching parallel to one
another in that direction, consequently it only required their
facing to the front to reassure at any time their original
order. Two battalions with eight field pieces were ordered to
form a third face, the flanks of this corps joining both lines:
on the left to keep some batteries in check from that quarter
which opened while we were forming the above movement.

¢ A practicable road was found on the right, made by Hyder
for other purposes than our approach. The road alluded to
Was made by Hyder for the purpose of drawing his guns to &
large redoubt abowt half a mile from thesea. The work was
far advanced and required but another day to complete it.
Through it we proceeded towards the field. His guns which
were under cover, and his artillery uncovered in line, galled
us considerably as we advanced, and a quick and forward
movement seemed absolutely necessary. On passing the road
above mentioned I was obliged to file off, and reduee my
front, bus as soon as the ground permitted, formed in order as

«before, a thick caldera’ hedge covering my right. Some

———
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OHAP. X, sand hills contiguous to this pass lay luckily sitnated, were
P unoccupied, and contributed very materially to favor my plan
of operations.

g»ae: into « The moment was critical. I had gained the flank of the
i enemy’s batteries, waited with impatience under a very heavy
fire of cannon till T had ascertained that the heights in my
rear were passed by the second line, then instantly moved on
with the first, as fast as order and an advancing fire of

artillery on our side would permit.

T have the pleasure of acquainting you that the disposition
promptly resolved on succeeded, for there was no time for
aught but decided despatch; hesitation in the situation of
our affairs would have been little better than a defeat, having
no rvesource but four days’ provisions carried on the soldiers’
backs. The guns in their batteries were soon drawn off, and
retired to their line, when our attack was very warmly
disputed till 4 o’clock.

;I(‘)l;ieﬁsr:}tl;ine “ The bravery of our troops at length carried the point, and

enemy’s the first line forced the enemy’s infantry, artillery, and their

fpmilon; cavalry to give way, obliging them to seck for safety by a
retreat. Just as they went off, their principal force of!
infantry, who were, from the situation of the ground, under
tolerable cover, gave one general discharge of musketry, but
too distant to do considerable execution,

;lgllz ﬁ:df:id ¢« The second! line obstinately disputed, and with success,

tains the an attack meditated on my rvear by many battalions of
:S;%ehf:; ‘:ﬁg infantry with their guns, and a very large body of cavalry.

rear, “ The different efforts made to force and charge the rear

corps of the second line were all repulsed, the heights digspnted

were carried and kept possession of, by which the advancing

corps were left at liberty to push on in front advantageously.

“ The possessing the heights also prevented their proceeding

iy

1The 20th battalion (19th Regiment N.I) under Captain Muirhead
and the 17th battalion (17th Regiment N.I.) under Captain Stewart
gpecially distinguished themselves oo this occasion—Vide Munra’s

227.
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towards the sea to attempt our baggage'as it was from thence ¢HAP. X.
covered in perfect security and unmolested. Tl

“I was joined by the corps in my rear at midnight. It
took some time to bury our dead on the enemy’s ground of
encampment, Every possible attention was paid also on the
field to our wounded men.

“That night the army pursued the road the enemy had Army

: ,y €ncamps
retired by, crossed the strong pass or nullah “ Paravernar™ . Mooty-
without any molestation, and took up our ground on the pollam.
north-west side of it near to the village of Mootypollam,
thereby securing a material point towards completing my
march to Cuddalore. ;

* From authentic information the enemy’s! force was nearly Strength of
as follows » Artillery 47 pieces very well served, 620 the ememy-
Buropeans, 1,100 Topasses, and others in European dress,

Cavalry 40,000, 23 battalions of sepoys, strength 18,000.
Irregular footmen armed with matchlocks, pikes, and rockets,
120,000. The above were in Hyder's own pay, besides
lascars, pioneers, and artificers not included.

* * * *

“His guns were principally worked by Europeans, and
Native Artillery who had formerly been in_ the Nabob’s
service, and it is reckoned that there were embodied in his
infantry from 2,800 to 3,000 of our sepoys made prisoners in
Colonel Baillie’s action, and at other places since tho
Commencement of the war.

“These accounts are taken from an intelligent Portuguese
officer who has come over to us in the beginning of the action. \
They ave also corroborated from other channels of intelli-
gence.

*“The behaviour of the whole army on this most interesting Behaviour of
day was uniformly steady and worthy of the highest commen- tBe troops:

dation.

il Sl ! 5
In Munro’s Narrative the atrength of the enomy is put'at 100,000

ﬁghtmg men, whereas in Wilks (Vol, I, page 461) it is stated that it did
ot exceed 80,000.
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“1 was well seconded by Major-Gieneral Munro who
commanded the first line. His spirited and’ active conduct
contributed much to our success. Brigadier-General Stuart
who commanded the second line, and had orders to defend
the heights, performed that service much to my satisfaction,

¢ In ghort, every individual of our littlé army seemed to feel
the critical situation of our national concerns.

* » * »

“ The only difficulty was to restrain the order of the troops
within prudential bounds. Eager to advance, it became partic-
ularly necessary to guard against accidental disorder, situated
as we were with multitudes of cavalry against us on the watch
to take advantage of hurried, or confused movements.

“ From the want of a corps of cavalry on our side equal in
number to the service required, we were, with victory
decidedly declared, obliged to halt just beyond the enemy’s
ground, not being able to take advantage of so distinguished
a day; for with a corps of cavalry, the enemy’s guns, stores,
&e., &c., would, to a certainty, have fgllen into our hands.
Their strong, fine cattle drew their guns off on a trot, nor was

it possible for fatigued infantry to hinder this distressing

sight to us. .

“The spirited behaviour of our sepoy corps did them the

greatest credit. No Europeans could be steadier ; they were
emulous of being foremost on every service it was necessary

to undertake.”
A few days after the battle Coote marched to the north

to effect a junction with the detachment' of Bengal troops
under the command of Colonel Thomas Deane Pearse.

1 One company of Huropean and one company Native Artillery.

The 12th, 18th, 24th, 26th, and 26th Regiments, Native Infantry.

{Nono of these are represented. )

Each regiment was composed of two battalions of 500 men each.

It is doubtful what number joined Coote at Pulicat In the History
of the Bengal Artillery, it is put at about 4,000, Ta the Life of
Sir Thomas Munro (Vol. I, page 48) it is said to have been little more
than 2,000 j

L
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This was accomplished near Pulicat on the 3rd August. CHAP. X.
This detachment, which had marched for Midnapore in =
January, suffered very severely from death and desertion.
Colonel Pearse writing to the Madras Government from: Losses on the
Ganjam about the end of March reported that men appa- =2
rently in perfect health were dropping down dead by
dozens, and that 500 were then in hospital. He further
reported that since entering the district the inhabitants
had fled from their houses, and shut their shops :—

* Every creature flies from us as from a pest, yet I am
absolutely certain that the troops have not done 500 rupees
damage since they crossed the Chilka.”

The ar rmy returned to the Mount after the junetion, g;)&glzgm‘im
and was formed into brigades on the 8th August :— brigades.

¢ Camp at the Mount, 8th August 1781.

* The army is brigaded in the following manner :—

* The four regiments of cavalry form a brigade of cavalry.”

1st Brigade of Infantry. Iield Officers.
Ist battalion H.M. 73rd Regi-) Colonel Crawford, Majors

ment, ) Elphinstone and Mack-

+  enzie, H.M. 73rd.

Bengal European Infantry. rMajorMacGowan(Bengal). !
2nd battalion 1st Regiment,
Madras Infantry. J

Lieutenant Braggs, 73rd, Major of Brigade.
Nine 12-pounders, and five howitzers.
2nd Brigade.

12th and 25th Regiments, 7 Colonel Ross Lang® (Mad-

Bengal sepoys. | ras).
8th, 16th, and 21st Carnatic | Major Edmondson (Ben-

battalions. J gal)

Lieutenant Richardson (Madras), Major of Brigade.
Onn 18- poundm one 53-inch howitzer, ten G-pounders \

1 (”olmml Lnng h(m)z in command of the fort at Velldre did not at °
this time Jjoin the army in the field,
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3rd Brigade,

/

13th Regiment, Bengal sepoys. )
! ¢Trichinopoly Detachment,” and | Colonel Pearse (Bengal).
the *9th, 17th, and 18th Carna- | Major Blane (Bengal).
tic battalions. ‘ J
Captain Williamson (Bengal), Major of Brigade. '
One 18-pounder, one 54-inch howitzer, ten 6-pounders.

4th Brigade.

24th Regiment, Bengal sepoys } Lieutenant-Colonel Owen.®

2nd and 14th Carnatic battalions Major Kilpatrick (Bengal).

7th and 8th Circar battalions.
Captain John Grant (Bengal), Major of Brigade.
One 53-inch howitzer and ten 6-pounders.

5th Brigade.

26th Regiment, Bengal sepoys) Lieutenant-Colonel Brown
4th, 15th, and 20th Carnatic (Madras).
battalions. Major Byrne (Bengal).

Lieutenant Oliver (Madras), Major of Brigade.
One 5%-inch howitzer, and ten 6-pounders. |

! The Grenadier Companies of the 9th and 18th having been ordered
to rejoin their respective battalions, the ‘ Trichinopoly detachment® at
this time was composed of five companies of the 19th, two of the 6th,
two of the 12th, and two of the 18th battalion.

* The Grenadier Companies of the 3rd battalion (from Tellicherry)
were doing duty with the 9th. *

8 It iz mentioned in the History of the Bengal Artillery that Owen wag
a Madras officer with a king’s commission as Lieutenant-Colonel which
gave him precedence over all Company’s officers of the same rank,
whereby he superseded Colonel Pearse who was much senior to him,
Nothing hag been found in the Madras records to show that Colonel
Owen belonged to that establishment. The first mention of him is
made in a letter from the Court of Directors, dated 7th May 1778, in
which his status is thus communicated to the Madras Government :
“ We have appointed Mr., Arthur Owen, who proceeds with Lieuten-
ant-General Sir Eyre Coote as one of his Aide's'—de-Cump, to the rank
of Lieutenant-Colonel by brevet in our forces during the continuance
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Coote marched towards Arcot on the 16th August, CHAP. X.
took the fort at Tripassoor on the 22nd, and on the 27th R
he fought the battle of Polliloor on the ground where
Baillie had been defeated in September of the preceding
year. The following are extracts from the report of the ‘ /
action, dated 2nd September 1781 :—

L

“ My LoRp AND GENTLEMEN,

“ Having received information on the 24th ultimo that Battle at
Hyder Ally with his whole army was encamped at or near Bl
the village of Polliloor, 17 miles south-west from our
encampment at Trippassore, I determined, as soon as the
fort of Trippassore was rendered proof against surprise,
and a convoy had arrived from Pondamallee with six days’
provisions for the fighting men of the army, to march
against the enemy, and endeavour if possible to bring him
to action. For this purpose four of the five iron 18-pounders
were sent into Trippassore, the other remaining with the
army to supply the place of a brass 18-pounder that burst at
the siege.

of the General in India, and although we do not intend that ke shounld
be appointed to any corps in the' Company’s troops, or supersede any of
the officers of the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel, by having the abovemen-
tioned brevet : nevertheless we direct that he do enjoy the usual pay and
allowances of a Licutenant-Colonel on the Bengal BEstablishmeunt, during
the time Sir Byre Coote shall continue in the command of our troops.”’
Colonel Owen accordingly accompanied 8ir Eyre Coote from England
0 Bengal, and came to Madras with him in November 1780. In August
1781 when the Bengal troops arrived he was placed in command of a
brigade notwithstanding the orders of the Court to the contrary.
Colonel Pearse when under orders for Mhdras submitted certain pointa
to the Governor-General connected with the details of his detachment,
amongst which was the following : I think* Colonel Owen may join
U8, if 8o, it will he necessary to guard against the discontent that will
Prevail.”” It is not apparent, why, if Owen were & Madras officer, \
Colonel Pearse should have anticipated hia being posted to the Bengal
detachment,

|

¥ Life of Warren Haatings, Vol. II, page 895.
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* Orders were also given for the heavy stores, and all the
baggage that could be dispensed with a few days, to be left
behind, that the army might move as light as possible. On
the 26th the army marched by the right and arrived at
Perambakum 9 miles sonth-west from Trippassore, without
seeing anything of the enemy except a few of their advanced
pickets, who on our approach fell back, throwing some
rockets at the advanced guard, but at too great a distance to
do execution. As the line was coming up to the ground,
I took the advanced and my own guard to an eminence 2%
miles 8.S.W. from Perambakum in order to reconnoitre
the enemy’s situation. In going to this eminence I marched
over the ground on which Lientenant-Colonel Baillie’s detach-
ment had repulsed Tippoo Baib on the 6th September 1780,
and here I found the marks of Lallah’s encampment whose
corps had retired this morning on the approach of our army.
From the eminence I plainly perceived Tippoo Saib’s encamp-
ment on the plain stretching along the avenue south of
Tucollam, a fortified pagoda W.S.W. 51 miles from
Perambakum which had been demolished by Hyder Ally a
few days before. Tippoo Saib was then striking his tents,
and his line soon after marched off towards Polliloor.

“ On the 27th at break of day the army marched again by
the right. Two regiments of cavalry, the 8th Coast battalion
with its field pieces, and my' gnard with their galloping six
pounders forming the advanced guard under Lieutenant-
Colonel Brown, the luggage protected by the Mogul horse,
a battalion of the Nabob’s sepoys, and the men belonging to
the Vencatagherry Rajah on the right flank, and two regi.
ments of cavalry, and a battalion of sepoys under Major
MacGowan forming the rear guard. The army marched by files
ready told off for forming two lines, the 1st line commanded
by Gteneral Munro composed of the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Brigades
under Colonels Crawford, Pearse, and Major Edmondson. The

-
! The troop of Buropean Cavalry, a detachment of Native Cavalry,
and the company of sepoy marksmen.

L
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nd line following, commanded by General Stuart composed
of the 4th and 5th brigades under Lientenant-Colonel Owen,
and. Captain Davies,! who' in the absence of Lieutenant-
Colonel Brown commanded the 5th brigade. In the above
mentioned order the army proceeded five miles on its march
which brought it nearly opposite the ruined pagoda at
Tucollam, and on the ground which Tippoo Saib had occupied
the day before. About # mile further on, the army entered
the great Conjeveram avenue of banyan trees, and had pro-
ceeded about 3} of a mile up this road when report was
brought to me at the head of the line by Captain Powny
from the advanced guard that the enemy appeared in force
O our front and to the left. This was about 9 o’clock,
A very strong land wind had sprung up which blew full in
our faces accompanied by a dust that obscured every distant
object. The eﬁemy’s elephants with the standards, and their
train drawn by large white oxen were plainly perceived with
the naked eye, whenever the wind and dust abated, at the
distance of 13 miles. Immediately opposite to, and stretch-
ing along our right there was a plain interspersed with
thick bushes, or brashwood, here and there intersected by
Water courses. On our left flank was also a plain, the very
8Pot on which the fate of the detachment under Lieutenant-
Colonel Baillie had been determined on the 10th September
1780, intersected by much deeper nullahs or water courses
than the other., »
“ At the forther extremity of this plain, to our front about
& mile, and distant from the left of, the avenue about 1,000
Jards, stood the ruined village of Polliloor with two small
Pagodas, op swamy houses in it.

“ About 600 yards on the left of the advanced guard was
& thick tope with a water course running close by one of its
Angles, and 450 yards beyond this tope, and in much the
S8me direction another dismantled village. The vast im port-

! Commandant of the 15th Carnatie battalion. ]
VOL. 11, 5
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OHAP. X. ance a post at the tope might be of in the future operations
Nhe of the day immediately appeared to me, that I ordered the
battalion * with the advanced guard, Captain Walker’s, to take
possession of it with its guns. Scon after the battalion had

taken post there, the enemy began to fire from two or three

guns which seemed to be at the distance of 500 yards from

the tope, and as fast as they could bring others up, from

three or four more, when I gave orders for a Bengal regi-

ment to be ready to support the battalion in the tope, and in

the meantime to shelter itself in the nullah behind the bank

T was standing on, advancing their two guns only, with four
companies to cover them, to the edge of the water course

Captain Walker’s guns were playing from.

L{_o\zements “Things were in this situation when I returned to the first
gr,-;;les on line which had been ordered to form to the right on a sup-
the right. position that as the enemy had made their appearance in

front it would be necessary to present a front in that direction |
to oppose them, but on account of the jungles and ravines
that obstructed, the line could not form to advantage at right
angles to the avenue as intended.. This was not known antil
the wind and dust was somewhat lessened, by which the
situation of the ground became more visible. The leading,
corps of the first line at length formed more obliquely to the
right, and had not remained many minutes in that position
when eight or nine pieces of cannon, which were supposed, and
afterwards proved, to be Tippoo Saib’s, began to open from &
distant tope, and took the line mnearly in flank. This obliged
me to change its position still more to the right, and draw up
behind a jungle. The enemy’s elevated guns commanded the
line over the jungle, but without doing much execution. The
iron 18-pounders and almost all of the artillery of the 2nd
brigade had opened and checked the enemy’s fire considerably
before this movement took place, but as the corps alluded to
were obliged to draw off and march in their intervals to com-

1 8th battalion, now the 8th Regiment M.N,I,
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plete the movement, the fire from the tope recommenced for
& time, and was as brisk as before. 'I reconnoitred the
abovementioned jungle, and finding it not impenetrable
ordered the leading corps of the first line to push throngh it.
Some of them had room to march in battalion, and the rest
Were obliged to pass through in column, the whole however,
after they began to advance, soon passed it, and were drawn
up in order of battle on the other side, on a fine plain between
the jungle and the tope the enemy’s guns were in. As soon
81t was perceived that some of the battalions of the 2nd
brigade were got through, and that an 18-pounder was
mounted on the bank of the tank, the enemy in this quarter
drew off’ their guns and retired to at least the distance of one
mile and-a-half.

“ During these movements of the first line, the second
having arrived at that part of the avenue opposite the postat
the tope ou the left, T ordered Brigadier-General Stuart to
support it immediately with & brigade, and also to detach
from the second line two battalions to reinforce the baggage
guard, report having been made me that the enemy’s horse
in large bodies were preparing to attack the baggage. The
leading brigade of the second lino was Lieutenant-Colonel
Owen’s which General Stuart ordered instantly to the tope,
The corps of this brigade .were only two battalions,' about
800 men together; the stronger battalions of that brigade
Were at this time on other services, viz., the Bengal 24th
regiment had originally the duty of the baggage guard, and
the 2nd Carnatic battalion was left'in garrison at Trippassore.
The post at the tope was much galled from a heavy fire from
the enemy’s artillery. The 8th battalion, and part of a

Bengal regiment of sepoys which)I had ordered there from
-\\

au;g‘g:éf’:ﬂ] ‘ha,ttah'a‘n now the 14th Regimont, M.N.I, and the %th
g 12‘(31?1. Battalions, ’I_‘hese lqst had been raised for service in the
of thei-r :.llc-n‘ﬁ and - deeming their march to the south to be in breach
: agreement, they deserted in such niimbers that on their arvival

i cam
7~ f8mp they were ordered to be placed oni the rostor as a single
battalion |
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' CHAP. X. the head of the line at first, with four 6-pounders, possessed
T the front of it and were under tolerable cover in the ravines
and hollow ways near it. Lieutenant-Colonel Owen on his

arrival at the tope ordered the two corps that were with him

to be disposed of as follows : the 14th battalion with its two
6-pounders and a howitzer to extend to the right of if

where tolerable shelter was found for the men, and where

seven pieces of ordnance now opposed the enemy’s front fire

of artillery. The Circar battalions with their field pieces

were ordered to take up strong ground to the left of the tope

from the angle of which there ran a bank of a dry

tank about 350 - yards ina southern direction. This' bank

the enemy lined with Polygars armed with matchlocks,

' firelocks, and pikes; they galled our people in the tope which
made it necessary to dislodge the enemy from thence.

The Circar battalion was ordered to advance and perform

this service, and effected it, butin a very irregular and

confused manner. Beyond the bank of this tank was a

dismantled village to which the Polygars retired, and from

giiﬁf;ﬂgmir which the Oircar battalion, the only corps at that spot,
Battalion. was ordered to dislodge them. The battalion instead of
advancing in any kind of order, fell immediately into &

state of mixed confusion, and notwithstanding the greatest

coolness and bravery of Captain Bridges ' who commanded

joined to every assistance from the other Euaropean
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them,

1 Afterwards Major-General Bridges. Coote formed a very bad opinion
of the Northern Circar men from this circamstance, and in May 1782
when consulted as to what proceedings ought to be taken with respect to
certain Circar battalions, the men of which had deserted in large num-
bers when called upon to serve beyond the limits of the Circars, he
replied as follows: « With respect to the question you ask whether or
not the orders for the sepoys coming to the Presidency should bLe
enforeed, I have only to refer you to the opinion I before gave regarding
the Circar troops in general, to which I shall here add, that exclusive
g already shown themselves both cowardly and undisei-
plined, their present conduct is sufficient of itself to exclude every
favorable expectation that could possibly have boen entertained of
their services.”” The state of inefficiency into which the Circar batia.
lions had fallen owing to mismanagement has been mentioned before i

of their havin
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officers serving, there was not a possibility of reducing the

Sepoys to order. A number of them during their confusion

suffered from the enemy’s cannon and small arms, but the
idea of this corps advancing was immediately laid aside.
They were ordered to get into and remain in the tope.

“ General Stuart had ordered the 20th battalion of 8epoys,
Captain Muirhead, to reinforce the corps with Lieutenant-
Colonel Owen. This battalion marched up at the instant,
and immediately took up the ground and post with true
military steadiness, driving the enemy before them, and
Possessing themselves of the village in front.

“A very warm cannonade continued from all directions
on the post at the tope which was answered and kept in check
by our field pieces there under the command of Captain
Donald Magkay, adverting as much as possible not to expend
OUr ammunition except when necessity made it absolutely
necessary. It appeared to me from the beginning that the
enemy’s force were, and .would be, employed to dispute the
Post. T fixed in the first instant of the attack that the left
of my line should be formed and advanced from it, meaning
o keep it securely possessed in my rear. The day was now
perfect]y clear, and it became every minute more obvious
fih&t the enemy’s main force was directed against the troops
In this quarter ; the enemy's line of guns was extended so far
to their right that they began to ontflank our left, their fire

—

this condition, and the belief entertained by the men that they had
been ©nlisted for local service alone, go far to account for their miscon-
duct. The ayersion to general service felt by these battalions does not
8eem to have heen peculiar to sepoys, as will appear from the following
extract of a letter to Government from Major-General Allan Campbell,
dated 18th September 1783 :—  That your memorialist used his utmost
ende.avou‘\-s to prevail upon the 86th Regiment of Infantry to offer their
Services in India, in which endeavour he happily sncoeeded, at a time
:‘;:Zn Some regiments in England broke out into actual mutiny, and
s mrefused to embark when ordered for service in this country.”

18 feeling geoms to have continued, for in 1787 when European troops

:ﬁj?re required for India, the 74th, 75th, 76th, and 77th Regiments were
diged for that special purpose, !

L
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in front was superior in number to ours, and by every dispo-
sition of their horse and foot it appeared that this post was
the object they meant to press. Licutenant/Colonel Owen’s
report to me also purported that the enemy was in full force
opposite to him. My orders in return were, to maintain the
post at all events, adding I would make a movement with
the whole line to support them on the 1éft. General Stnart,
and all the corps of the second line but one, being detached
to different situations, was ordered with the remaining
battalion himself to the tope where almost immediately on his
arrival both he and Lientenant-Colonel Brown were wounded,
together with other officers, also many men of the corps
stationed there, and a number of draught and ammunition
bullocks were knocked down.

“T detached Colonel Pearse’s Brigade from the first line to
further strengthen the corps on the left, and they passed the

ravines and hollow ways in the rear of the post at the tope,

and to the left withal. ILieutenant-Colonel Owen’s corps
being in possession of the right, left, and front of the tope, he
explained to Colonel Pearse that the post was occupied by as
many troops as there was occasion, or room, for; that if
Colonel Pearse moved on his brigade still further to the left;
from a water-course they were then sheltered in, the line in
that gquarter would be complete to advance whenever orders
from me authorized it, or the two lines were ready to co-
operate.

; L

“ Colonel Pearse immediately made the movement to the .

left, and advanced his brigade to advantageous ground still
further than on a line with the front of the post. The
enemy’s horse made their appearance on the left flank which
obliged him occasionally to wheel back the Oth battalion' to
present a front to them that way, they now and then made
a show of attacking the baggage which was stationed on the
opposite side of the avenue, but the fire of some field pieces

! 9tk Regiment M.N.1

‘
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turned upon them from the back of the tope constantly

obliged them to retire, and at length they gave over the -

attempt.

“The fire from Colonel Pearse’s quarter was, during the
general cannonade of the afternoon, of great importance ;
they had frequent opportunities of directing it towards the
flag elephants whose standards were seen over the rising
ground where Hyder Ally himself was posted. The shot fell
frequently amongst them.

“After the 3rd brigade under Colonel Pearse had moved
to the left, the remainder of the first line continued marching
by files to the loft until it also arrived at the avenue, and
thon struck down farther to the left until there!was room for
the whole to form in the avenue. As soon as the corps
were formed and an iron 18-pounder run apon the bank of a
tank, g post which I pointed out for it, there commenced the
hottest five from all parts on our side that was seen through-
out the day. The enemy perhaps considered this as a
Preparation for the whole to advance upon them, as they were
Soon after seen limbering up, and drawing off their guns.

“If this was their idea, they had not judged erroneously,
for I had given orders to the 2nd brigade under Major
Edmondson to advance and take possession of the pagodas
and village of Pollilore directly in front of this brigade which
I perceived ‘covered the enemy's left flank, and would of
course enfilade their whole line when occupied by us. The
ful] possession of this village was the signal for the remainder
of the first, line to advance, viz., the European brigade under
Colonel Crawford. The 2nd brigade soon effected what
Was ordered, meeting with no other opposition than from the
?C&ttered fire of some battalions of Hyder Ally’s regular
infantry who had lined the mud walls of the houses. This
9pposition continued but a fow minutes, and in the meantime,
the infantry of my own guard, who had accompanied the
.2nd brigade on this service, ran their galloping 6-pounders
%0 a convenient spot on the rvight of the neavest pagoda,

)|
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and did considerable execution amongst the abovemen-
tioned battalions as they were going off. Presently a
12 and 6 pounder were brought up and began playing upon
the remains of the enemy’s line which was retreating with
great precipitation across some paddy fields lying behind the
village, and extellclfng along the high grounds the enemy
had been in possession of all the morning.” The loss the enemy
sustained on this occasion must have been considerable, and
had they not drawn off their guns from that part some time
before, they would in consequence have fallen into our hands.

« At 3 o’clock in the afternoon Colonel Pearse had been
joined on the left by the 4th’ Carnatic battalion from the
baggage, and at 5 o’clock Colonel Pearse joined Lieutenant-
Colonel Owen in front of the tope where the 8th, 15th,* and
20th battalions were also ready to advance, leaving the 14th®
Carnatic,and the Circar battalions at the post with their guns
to cover the rear, and remain there to protect disabled guns,
carriages, &c., &c., which had not bullocks to draw them on.

¢ At about 5 o’clock I repaired myself to the left in order to
see in what mode I could best advance with my whole force
against the enemy, and on viewing the state of matters in
that quarter, gave orders that the corps with Colonel Pearse
and Lieutenant-Colonel Owen should advance in line as fast
as bad ground and the advancing fire of our artillery would
permit, which was immediately executed with proper steadi-
ness. I had left orders that the first line should advance,
co-operate, and if possible outflank the enemy’s left, but the
intersection of bad ground, and deep paddy fields rendered it
utterly impracticable to execute the movement. The cannon
could not move on with despatch.

«The centre of the enemy’s army with a number of cannon
were opposed to the advancing corps, but as soon as their
progressive movement was discovered by Hyder Ally, his guns

! 4th Regiment M.N.L
2 8¢h, 15th, and 19th Regiments M.N.1.
3 14th Regiment M. N. L

1
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were limbered up, and the whole of his army went off in

great confusion, retiring that night to a considerable distance

beyond Conjeveram,and the next day taking the route to Arcot,
leaving a flying camp of cavalry about 4 miles in our front to
observe our motions for the night. Our corps on the left
advanced beyond the heights on which Hyder Ally’s army
had been drawn up, and were ordered to lay on their arms
for the night in that direction.

“The rest of the army encamped on the ground the enemy
first drew up on, and the baggage soon after joined us without
any loss whatever. The enemy’s loss heré must have been
considerable as appeared by numbers of dead horses on the
field. The men that fall they in general make a point of
carrying off,

“On adfancing Colonel Pearse’s Brigade next morning
about a mile nearer Conjeveram, the enemy’s camp of cavalry
broke up, and precipitately retired to their main army.

* * * %

“The fatigue the army had undergone the preceding day
vendered it absolutely necessary to refresh them by every
possible means. We were also this day employed in bury-
g the dead, and paying proper attention to our, wounded
officers and men, arranging our stores, and collecting large
uantities of shot, of which we collected many more than
Were expended.

“The remains of Colonel Baillie’s detachment, which
afforded the most melancholy scene, were gathered together,
and decently interred. )

“On the 20th in the morning I was reduced to the
Necessity of returning to Trippasore, not having a single
day’s provisions left for the fighting men, and the allowed fol-
lowers of the army not having had any rice for two days
before. .

‘f Had not Hyder Ally from a principle of superstition,

*which we know regulates in a great measure the'actions of

the natives, chose to have met me at the ground on which he
Uit VoL, 11, 6
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QHAP. X. had formerly been successful, I could not have moved one
AT mile further to the westward in quest of him, but must have
been, for want of provisions, reduced to the necessity of
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returning without an action.
* o #* *
Number of “ From the best information I have been able to collect,
Y he enemy’s force on the day of action in the field was above
150,000 men with 80 pieces of cannon. Their loss near 2,000.
“ Hyder Ally’s army was strongly posted. His troops
covered in hollow ways, and ranged just behind the summit
of the rising ground in our front, would not stand when
pushed. Their loss consequently not so considerable as it
would have been had they waited the decision of the day
from our musketry, but this they in general avoid, always
drawing off their guns, and retiring before we can bring them
to close action.
Stiength of “ Qur effective force on the 27th was about 11,000, Euro-
: ;1’“; 3{"8“51‘ - peans and Natives included.

- “ The circumstance of the Circar battalions of sepoys
excepted, the whole army exerted themselves in a manner
that redounds the highest credit on them, and gave me the
greatest satisfaction. Inclosed is a list of the killed and
wounded on the day of the action’, by which you will find
the numbers are—

Casualties, Europeans killed ... 28 | Natives killed ... 105
Do. wounded... 25| Do. wounded ... 207
Do. missing ... ...| Do, missing .... 58
(Signed) EYRE COOTE.”
TerrI00R CAMP NEAR TRIPASORE,
September 2nd, 1781,

1 Wilks speaks of this as a “ dubious victory.” Mill takes the same
view, and greatly exaggerates our losg : ¢ Of the privates not less than
b 600 were lost to the service.” (Vol. IV, page 187.) *
8ir Thomas Munro (Life, Vol. I; page 46), who was present, says that
the enemy were forced from all their positions before sunset, and after
gtanding a cannonade on open ground for a short time, fled in great
hurry and confusion beyond Conjeveram.
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Barly in September the General went to Madras in
order to confer with Government. He returned in a
few days, and on the 21st he moved to Tritany, and a day
or two later he took the small fort of Poloor in that
neighbourhood. While there he received an urgent
application for assistance from Colonel Lang command-
ing at Vellore, who represented that the place must fall
if not speedily relieved. Hyder at this time was strongly
posted near Sholinghur on the direct road between
Poloor and Vellore. Coote marched against him on the
afternoon of the 26th and fought the battle of Sholinghur

on the 27th. The following is his account of the
action :—

14 TO
* The Right Honorable Lord MAcARTNEY,! K.B., President,
and Members of the Select Committee.

“ My Lorp AND GRENTLEMEN,

“T did myself the honor of addressing a short letter to you
on the 27th ultimo with an account of the action fought
that day by the army under my command against the troops
of Hyder Ally consisting of his whole force assembled to-
gether from all quarters on that occasion, Permit me now
to enter into a more minute detail of our situation and pro-
ceedings on the day of action, and of occurrences previons to it.
The badness of our carts, carriage bullocks, and conveyances
of all kinds for the provision of the army, impeded my prose-
cuting my march from Poloor till the 26th ultimo in the
afternoon. T left the four 18-pounders in that garrison, and
took up ground that night about 7 miles further advanced on
the Arcot road. A very tempestuous rain falling that night
made it impossible to pursue our march early next morning,

! Lord Macariney assumed the Government of Madras nn the 22nd
June 1781,

L
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0HAP. X. The camp equipage required drying before it conld be
rendered carriageable, our intelligence also was vague, and
uncertain ; the exact position of Hyder Ally’s army was
unknown. Some accounts seemingly depended on were, that
he had detached a very large proportion of his force wide of
our line of march on our left, and towards our rear. Other
intelligence was that his whole army was collected together
about 8 miles further on our intended road. On the morning
b of the 27th ultimo I went myself with a detachment of
cavalry to an advantageous reconnoitring ground in front.
Beyond where I advanced there was situated a long ridge of
. Drives in the rocks possessed by the enemy. I ordered the 2nd brigade to

;?:ﬁ;‘;eo‘} tne march light from camp, joined them myself as soon as they

enemy. moved out, and dislodged the enemy from the ridge of rocks.

The brigade passing through an opening between them, filed

off afterwards by their right, and drew up with this strong

post in their rear. Hyder Ally’s whole army was thence

clearly discovered in a southern direction, the nearest part of

his camp distant about three miles. A body of cavalry,

encamped near, struck their tents on the appearance of the
2nd brigade, and on a few shot from an 18-pounder being !

thrown amongst them went off, suffering, I believe, some

loss.

Protection of  “ Orders were immediately despatched for the army to

;’}:é }’;‘ﬁﬁgfs join me as soon as possible. Our camp was struck and troops
in motion very expeditiously. Baggage and followers
guarded by two battalions and four 6:pounders, the rear
being covered on their right by hills which in a great measure
ensured the enemy’s not being able to take advantage of this
most nnwieldy mass of incumbrance ; they were conducted
withont any loss to an eligible spot between the hills fayor-
able to the purpose, and there remained secure during the
decisive business of the afternoon.

Flaok march  “ The army, when joined, told off for action ready for
to the right:  g,ming two lines, but marching by files in one, advanced to
the right nearly two miles, which brought our centre when
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faced to the front opposite to the enemy’s principal force
distant about that space. Hyder Ally’s army appeared
drawn out and formed with regularity in front of their
encampment, a certain proportion of their tents not then
struck, but totally unincumbered from every kind of baggage.
During the time our army was taking up ground opposite
the enemy’s encampment, I advanced with a small force of
cavalry midway between the two lines, more thoroughly to
reconnoitre the ground, and saw their cannon posted in the
ntervals, also advanced to all situations where small rocks,
or little eminences in their front gave them either additional
advantage or security. From appearances the enemy did not
seem to imagine I meant to attack them immediately in the
position they had chosen ; they waited, though ready prepared
either for the onset or attack, my taking up ground of
encampment near them, or for the contingency of my pro-
ceeding forward on my march.

“In their case their situation made it optional to them
whether they chose to stand, or by filing off by other roads
than that by which we were advancing, change their position
nearer to Arcot or Vellore, before it was possible for us to
gain that distance.

“The impeding our march even for a few hours without
fighting, in the state we were in for provisions, was then an
object of the first consequence. If resolved to attack, the
ground our army had to pass was strong and advantageous
to the enemy, and their large bodies of cavalry had the most
pointed orders to make one general effort to take advantage
of any confusion in our lines in case we advanced towards
them. T had ordered ‘che~ 2nd 'brigade, which filed to the
right, not to proceed further than with their right to a hill
that seemed by distance to admit of our army forming
complete between it and a lesser hill on our leﬂ,; our rear also

~secured by strong chains of rocks. Thus sitnated my object
Was to induce the enemy to change their sitnation, presuming
it probable I should be able to take advantage of their first
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{

movement., The forcing them to alter the disposition of
their numerous army was most likely to create confusion
amongst them, and our handful of troops, not exceeding in
the field that day, 1,500 European, and 10,000 Black troops,
were easily mancouvred to profit by their change of arrange-
ment if attempted, as far as the bad ground in front and
our inadequate force of ecavalry could permit. The 2nd
brigade advanced further to the right than ordered, which
separated the corps from the Kuropeans on their left. The
enemy’s battalions on their right, left, and centre, at this
instant opened a distant cannonade, when thinking  the
minute too interesting to suffer their posted guns to annoy
us while we were performing anything but a progressive
movement, I sent orders for the 2nd brigade to advance, incline
obliquely to the left, and rejoin the Huropean brigade,
ordering also the whole line to the front, and to advance in
as good order as possible towards the ememy. The corps
with the greatest steadiness moved on to the attack. The
enemy’s artillery were badly pointed, but their extensive line
8o much outflanked us on all sides, that separate armies, as
it were, of very large hodies of cavalry, with numerous corps
of infantry and guns, appeared in every direction. The
ground as before described would not admit of pushing their
infantry in different positions without the utmost danger of
breaking our line in too many places, especially as the enemy’s
chosen cavalry charged with resolution hitherto unexhibited
by them. The bodies of Sanoorpatam horse charged the 13th
regiment of Bengal sepoys, and the 17th Carnatic battalion
of Major Byrn's' brigade- They came on resolutely, but
suffered severely, both by grape, and round, from the
artillery in that quarter, also from the small arms of those
battalions, who with the greatest steadiness reserved their fire
until the horags were in many places close to their very
bayonets.

! Alterations in the brigading appear to have been made after the
battle at Polliloor, The order has not been found.
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“ At the same moment Hyder Ally’s select corps of stable
horse, with others, charged in column the 18th and 2lst
Carnatic battalions of Lieutenant-Colonel Owen’s brigade.
An unavoidable and considerable interval from the situation
of the ground had taken place between the two battalions
at this juncture, but the steady coolness with which, even in
their divided sitnation, they received the rapid movement of
the cavalry was highly conspicuous. The enemy were much
galled from the guns of this brigade, and when they pushed
at the exposed flanks of the two before mentioned corps,
were so warmly handled from the wings of those battalions
next them, that they thought the safer route was through
the interval to the rear,’ did great execution amongst them
in that direction. The two leading standards of this body
of horse were here taken.

 The enemy perceiving that our army continned advanc-
ing, also that the different efforts of their horse had been
totally defeated, began to draw off their nearest guns ; their
Strength, as before explained, from ground gave them an
opportunity of remaining on their field perhaps longer than
they otherwise would have done. While we were entangled
with difficulties in front, their guns and infantry had every
advantage of retiring.

“ They availed themselves of this unavoidable minute of
check in our movements, and their force in front retired
precipit:i-tely.

“One 6-pounder was here taken from the enemy. I
ordered the first line under Colonel Crawford to follow them,
the 2nd brigade under Major Edmondson of that line,
and cavalry on the right of it, \brought up their artillery
before the enemy were out of reach, and warmly cannonaded
their flying rear corps, but by this time night coming on, the
pursuit was obliged to be given over. I could not answer for
the consequence of dividing my small force beyond the reach
of an immediate co-operation of the whole, if necessary.

1 Sicin orig.

L.
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“T had received repeated information from Colonel Pearse
that the left of the second line was hard pressed ; that the field
pieces attached to some of the battalions under his command
were in want of ammunition. A positive separate army was
on his left flank, also another very considerable force urder
Tippoo Saib with twelve guns in the rear of this line.

“This last mentioned corps pointed to the baggage. For
these reasons I ordered that the second line should not follow
the first, but change their front, thereby opposing in fall
force the enemy on their left, keeping up also the necessary
communication with the battalions, &c., with the baggage.

“They were in this position, ready by filing off from their
right to follow and rejoin the first line if absolutely necessary.
The enemy on perceiving this movement immediately drew
off, Tippoo Saib’s party in the rear of all, giving up the idea.
of attacking the baggage. Many of the guns of the second
line after they had changed their front, did considerable
execution on the enemy’s cavalry and infantry before they
could get out of reach.

“ About 8 at night I ordered the baggage to join Colonel
Pearse ; that effected, that the corps under his command

should join the first line. The junction was completed by‘

midnight, and the army encamped for the night on the high
ground the enemy had occupied.

‘ Recelving information the ensning day that Bomrauze®' and
the Calastry Rajah had taken the opportunity of leaving
Hyder Ally immediately after the action, I marched the army
on the 28th through the pass of Sholinghur, hoping
that taking up a contiguous situation to Bomrauzo Pollam
I should be able to draw supplies of grain from thence. By
this movement I was also considerably nearer Vellore,

“ What adds much to the pleasing success and happy
consequences of the day, is thabt our loss has been very

! Vencataputtyraze, Bomraze, and the Calastry Rajah were the
principal Polygar chiefs of North Avcot and Nellore. The former was
with Coote, the others, by compulsion, as they said, with Hyder.
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inconsiderable. One European officer killed, and Euro-
peans, sepoys, and lascars Kkilled and wounded as per
accompanying return.!

“The enemy’s force amounted, by the most accurate
accounts obtained, to 150,000 men with 70 pieces of cannon.
Their loss was above 2,000, amongst whor a number of their
best horse fell. Hyder retired immediately after the action
to Cauverypauk, and our intelligence is that at present his
army is encamped between Cauverypauk and Arcot.

* # * *

“The 21st battalion of sepoys received my thanks in
general orders on account of taking one of the enemy’s
standards. I have ordered that a Jemadar® be added to the
establishmens of that corps for the purpose of carrying it.

- ® * » *

“T found it necessary, on the 2nd instant, to move the
army into this Pollam to expedite the receipt of provisions.
Hithorto we have been supplied, but from day to day. I
hope in a few days to have grain enough in hand, to enable
me to relieve the exigencies of the garrison of Vellore—also
%0 insure such a stock in store that I may be enabled to move
the army from hence, which at present, for want of rice,
€annot be attempted.

(Signed) EYRE COOTE.”

OAMP A TTAMUNCHERRY,

6th October 1781.

On the defection of the Polygars, Hyder dispatched
a select force of 6,000 men to ravage their country.
Coote, fearing that his supplies wight be cub off, left his

— T

' This roturn is not forthcoming. Wilks estimates the loss at 100
+ killed and wonnded, that of the enemy ab upwards of 5,000.—Vol. 11,
Page 339.
2 The 205h Regiment M.N.L. still carries the honorary color.
3 District of North Arcot about 13 miles north of Sholinghur.
YOL, 11. a
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camp on the 14th October with three! battalions of
sepoys and all the available cavalry, and succeeded in
surprising and dispersing the enemy who were forced to
abandon their plunder and equipments. Coote returned
after an absence of 38 hours, of which 32 had been spent
in the saddle. i

A few days afterwards Coote prepared to march for
the relief of Vellore, and detached a strong force under
Lieutenant-Colonel Owen about twenty miles in advance,
partly to support the friendly Polygars against further
incursions, and part]y in the hope of intercepting some
of the enemy’s convoys of grain.

About daylight on the 28rd October this detachment,?
when encamped near Veeracandaloor® at the southern
end of the Devalampettah pass, was suddenly attacked
by Hyder at the head of nearly all his regular infantry,
the whole of his best cavalry, and his light guns.
Colonel Owen, recognizing the peril of his situation,
set fire to his tents,* abandoned his baggage, and hastened

1The details of this detachment have not been found. It was under
the immediate command of Major Edmondson commanding the 2nd
brigade.

* Detachment of cavalry, Captain Macalister and five officers.

5 of artillery, Captain Moorhouse and four ,,

Grenadier Company, Bengal} .
Buropean Regiment. Captain Moore and four officers.

24th Regiment Bengal sepoys, Captain Vanass and eight officers,

4th Battalion Madras sepoys, Lientenant Dawes and eight officers,
8th - 8 il Captain Walker and five officors.

14th A 5 » 2 Campbell and six officers.

218t ” s - Lieutenant Mitchell and five oficers.

Detachment of Pioneers, Lieutenant Innes and three Serjeants.

The 16th battalion, under Captain Cox, was also attached to Colonel
Owen’s force, but was not present in the action, having been sent to
the village of Mogral to collect provisions.

3 About twelve miles north-east of Chittoor.

4 The Officers and Serjeants received compensation for the logs of |,

their tents and other property.
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to gain the pass from which Hyder made every effort
to cut him off. After some hard ﬁght,ing, the detach-
ment had just succeeded in entering the pass when
the 8th battalion, which formed the rear guard, was
charged by a large body of horse, and broken. Captain
Walker, the Commandant, was killed, and one of the
field-pieces belonging to the battalion was taken,
Captain Moore with the grenadiers of the Bengal Euro-
pean Regiment, supported by the 21st battalion (20th
Regiment Native Infantry), immediately repaired this
disaster by a vigorous attack, in which they killed a
number of the enemy and retook the gun., The 8th
Soon rallied, and the detachment effected its retreat
Without much further molestation, to the village of
Matawoody near Paliput, where it was joined by the
army. Qur casualties amounted to 817 killed and
wounded, those of the enemy to upwards of 3,000.
Hyder, who had calculated on the certain destruction
of the whole detachment, was much disappointed and
discouraged by the failure of his attempt. The conduct
of Lieutenant-Colonel Owen, of Captains Campbell,
Moorhouge, and Moore was highly praised by Sir Eyre
Coote, as well as that of the troops in general. The
Bengal grenadiers were specially mentioned in the order
of the d&y .

“The brave and seasonable exertion of the company of
Benga,i grenadiers under the command of Captain Moore is
Worthy of the highest applause, and should ever be held in
Y®Mmembrance as a proof of the merit of that company in
Particular, and honorable to the corps they belong to.”

Sir Byre Coote concluded his report of this affair to

overnment by declaring that never, since he had been
& soldier, which was then forty years, had he seen such
distress in any army as then prevailed in his.
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First RELIEF oF VELLORE.

After joining Colonel Owen, the General marched to
Paliput, where having discovered a large quantity of
grain, he at last set out for Vellore on the 1st November,
and relieved that place on the 8rd, furnishing it at the
game time with a supply of rice sufficient for six weeks.
The following is a copy of the order of the day :—

“ The Commander-in-Chief feels the most sensible satis-
faction in expressing his opinion of the gallant and steady
conduct of Colonel Liang and the garrison® under his command
in the defence of Vellore. The spirited, able, and persevering
exertions of Colonel Lang since Hyder Ally’s invasion of the
Carnatic about sixteen months ago, nearly twelve months of
which time the enemy have been in possession of the for-
tresses and country within twenty miles of Vellore, place his
professional abilities in a strong point of view, and entitle
him to the most distingnishing marks of attention for the very
eminent services he has rendered his country, and the Hast
India Company in maintaining the important fort of Vellore
amidst the most trying situations, and under every difficulty
that must necessarily have occurred so circumstanced.
The Commander-in-Chief requests Colonel Lang to make
known to the officers and men of his garrison the very
high opinion he has of their merits and services.”

Some idea of the distress endured by the garrison
may be formed from the following extract from the
correspondence of the Paymaster with Government :—

“T assure you that such is the distress of the sepoys,
lascars, and artificers, for want of the common necessaries of
life, they are so wasted and exhausted as to be unable, many
of them, to attend their daily duty. The bullock people,
five months in arrears, are equally distressed. I cannot move

1 Head.quarters 1st battalion 1st European Regiment (strength
not ascertained). About B2 companies 5th battalion of sepoys (6th
Regiment Native Infantry). Detachment of artillery.

I
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out of my house that I am not surrounded by them calling
out for wherewithal to live; to my certain knowledge many
of them for some time past have lived on the seed of grass
picked in the fields. In short it is impossible for me to paint
the distress of this garrison.

* ¥* #® *

VELLORE, (Signed) THOMAS OGILVIE.”
4th April 1781.

Shortly afterwards Mr. Ogilvie reported that the
sepoys were four months and twenty days in arrears,
that their families were starving, and that the enemy
were offering large bribes to induce them to desert.

During this siege all remittances which Government
could afford fo send to Vellore were carried by sepoys in
disguise. All sums thus despatched were faithfully
delivered.

The fort at Vellore being commanded by an adjacent
hill, certain works thereon were occupied by a company
of the 5th battalion of sepoys under Lieutenant Champ-
neys with Lieutenant Parr as his second in command.
These works were regularly besieged for five weeks during
the early part of the investment of the fort. The enemy
Were in considerable force, well supplied with artillery,
and the operations were conducted by French officers.
The defences having been beaten down, and the breaches
having become practicable, the assaunlt was made on the
night of the 13th January, but repulsed with great
loss. A second attempt was made the same night, bub
*'with like result. A few days afterwards a party of 50
Buropeans with a company of the 5th battalion, all under
Captain Robert Sale,sallied from the fort, took the enemy’s
battery, spiked their guns, and captured a stand of colors.
Shortly after this, the siege was converted 1nto & blockade,
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Hyder having left the place in order to follow General
Coote to the southward.

The following is a copy of the report sent by Lieutenant
Champneys to Colonel Lang after the repulse of the
enemy :—

“ At 9 o’clock we beat to arms. A little after, the attack
began on our right hand breach. As you know, there was
no trouble in mounting. We soon saw them, and as quickly
cleared the bastion with grape. Their efforts were innumer-
able to form a lodgement on it with bundles of grass, and
with hedge. This they at last effected, and were quiet after
two hours and a half conflict. At three they came on again
with loud cries, and a ladder which they threw on the Ha
Ha, but the severe platoons from the right and left sections
of the rampart checked them. Our sepoys gained the ladder
and passed over on it to the bastion, cleared the breach of the
living and dead, and attempted with two portfires to consume
the lodgement, but it was too green. A shot or two entering
the bastion at this time cleared it and wounded several.
I then got a volunteer party with promises of reward to clear
the lodgement, which was immediately performed by Berjeants
Lantwein and Johnston.” v

Immediately after the relief of Vellore on the Srd
November, the General returned towards the Pollams !
taking Colonel Lang with him, and also the grenadiers
of the European battalion in order to diminish the
number of Europeans in the garrison, and thus in some
degree to lessen the difficulty experienced in supplying
the place with provisions.

On the 6th the army came before Chittoor, which
surrendered on the 10th. Captain Lamotte with the 9th
battalion of sepoys was left to garrison the place, and

! Part of the distriot of North Arcot near and beyond Sholinghur, such
as Ohitpoor, Puliput, Nuggery, Mograul, &c., &o,
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Coote returned to Paliput, where he was joined by Captain
Temple with the 18th battalion of sepoys. This battalion
had been left behind for the protection of the sick and
Stores when the army marched for the relief of Vellore,
but Captain Temple was surprised.on the 10th, and com-
Pelled to retreat into the woods in confusion, with the
loss of the guns, stores and baggage committed to his
charge.

Coote had scarcely returned to the Pollams when he
was obliged to leave them for the relief of Tripassoor
then attacked by Tippoo. :

This was effected on the 22nd. The army returned to
Madras about the end of the month, and went into can-
tonments at Poonamallee.

The campm’gn of 1781 ended with the loss of Chittoor,
Which was retaken on or about the 26th December. The
Place being untenable, Captain Lamotte capitulated, the
principal article of agreement being that the garrison
should be allowed to go to Madras with their private
Property.

This condition was violated. The officers were sent to
Prison af Seringapatam, and most of the men to Bednore,
Where many of them were found when that place was
taken by the Bombay troops in 1783.

SERVICE IN GUzERAT, 1780-81.

The detachment in Guzerat continued to serve under
General Goddard until June 1781 when the Enropean
officers and the Sth battalion of sepoys were sent back
to Madras. The non-commissioned officers and men
of the European infantry, by that time reduced from
500; to about 800, were detained and incorporated with

the Bombay European Regiment. The non-commis-

L.
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sioned officers and men-of the company of artillery then
about 60 in number were also detained. This measure
was justified as having been absolutely necessary on
account of the small number of European troops in the
Presidency of Bombay at that time.

The detachment was present at the siege and capture
of Bassein 11lth December 1780, at the capture of
Arnanl 18th January 1781, and at several actions
between Kampoolee and Panwell in April of the same
year. Colonel Brown gained much credit on one of
these occasions when in command of a large convoy
which was sent down to Panwell on the lst April, and
was attacked both on the way, and on its return, by
Purseram Bhow with about 20,000 Mahrattas.

Colonel Brown lost about 106 killed and wounded,
but he brought the convoy safely into camp.

On the 21st April Goddard was attacked by Huny
Punt near Kalapoor. The attack was renewed on the
22nd, and continued until the army arrived at Panwell

L

on the 23rd ; 18 officers, and 466 men were killed and

wounded in these affairs.

On the departure of the detachment General Goddard
addressed the Madras Government, and acknowledged
the services of the troops in the following terms :—

# And beg leave to return you my sincere and unfeigned
thanks for the essential benefits derived to the public cause,
and the operations conducted by me, from the aid and
gervices of your troops during the two campaigns against
the Mahratta State. Permit me to express my entire satis-
faction with the conduct and spirited exertions of Colonel
Brown, and the whole of the officers and men composing his
detachment on every occasion that called them forth, and
while I take upon me to recommend their behaviour to you in
the strongest manner, to hope that you will be pleased in
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consequence of it, to honor' them with particular marks
of your favor and approbation.”

The Buropean officers of artillery and infantry, and
the 8th battalion of sepoys, consisting of 865 non-com-
missioned officors and men, embarked at Bombay on the
26th June, and the battalion joined the army at the
Mount in August.

OrrrATIONS IN THE SourH, 1780-81.

In November 1780 Colonel Brathwaite assumed com-
mand of the troops in Tanjore. From that time up to
the peace in March 1784 there was constant | fighting in
the southern provinces with varied results. Harly in
1781 Hyder took possession of the whole district of
Tanjore with the exception of the capital, and placed
garrisons in most of the forts and defensible pagodas.
He also instigated the Polygars of the neighbourhood, as

well as those of Madura and Tinnevelly to rise in
rebellion, .

——

! The Madras Government did not confer any honorary distinction
upon their troops for the campaigns in Guzerat. The Bengnl Native
Regiments employed were permitted to carry the word ¢ Guzerat’ on
their colors and appointments. The Bombay European Regiment
(H.M. 103:a Foot or Royal Bombay Fusiliers) obtained'the same
distinotion,

Tt is singular that this service, so handsomely acknowledged by
Genengl Goddard, was not recognised by the Madras Government at
the time, and that it ehould have esoaped the attention of the Officor
Comma.nding the lst Madras Huropean Regiment when in 1840 he
Bubmitted the claima of the regiment to honorary distinctions for early
fervices. A return of Goddard’s Force faken in February 1781, shows
Zbat the bulk of his Earopean troops belonged to the Madras Presi-

enoy —

Present jor duty, enclusive of officers.

Madras Axtillery A ON]
Bombay ,, we | BR

»  Regiment w10
Madras

Grant Duff’s History of the Mahrattas, Vol. T1, page 810.
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CHAP. X. Vigorous efforts were made to recruit the battalions
English army 10 the south, and also to raise new levies, but there is
in the south.  peason to believe that the united forces of Colonel Brath-

waite in Tanjore and of Colonel Nixon in Trichinopoly

did not much exceed 4,000 * men.
ﬁggx:; near About the end of November 1780, Lieutenant Halcott of
4 the 10th battalion was sent with three companies to take
; , possession of the fort at Shevelliputur. He was attacked
i about 12 miles from the town of Madura by 3,000 Poly-
gars and 300 horse, but he beat them off with loss. In
February 1781, the same officer with three companies of
his own battalion, four companies of the 3rd under
Lieutenant Mackinnon, three guns, and a party of the
Nawaub’s horse, defeated the enemy at Trimungalum,
Triviarum, and Sholavandan, all in the neighbourhood of

Madura.
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L Troops in Tanjore, January 1781."
Artillery, 25 Europeans, 113 Natives, 10 field-pieces, 1 howitzer.

Native cavalry, mounted and dismonnted 284
6th Battalion ... 2 companies.
10th do. ... & detachment.
13th do. ... 8 companies.
Local, § Tanjore Grenadiers ... <. « w6 companies

: Do. Light Infantry .o 119 men.

Troops in Trickinopoly, April 1781.

Artillery, Europeans 11, Topasses 21, Nawaub’s. 173
Euoropean Infantry, 16 invalids.

Native cavalry, mounted and dismounted ... 294
6th Battalion, present fit for duty ... .. 0562
19th  do. do. o 1,078

P

The 1st battalion, which had been destroyed in Baillie’s action, was at
this time being reformed at Tanjore.
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On the 14th July, three companies of sepoys,! one CHAP. X.
hundred dismounted troopers, and three guns,
surprised and taken within sight of the fort at Trichino- Trichinopoly-
poly, owing to the mismanagement of the officer com-
manding the detachment.

In the month of August Colonel Brathwaite attempted l'll‘epultse 3?1
to storm the fortified pagoda at Tricatapully,” but was g

repulsed, and ultimately obliged to raise the siege for
want of money to pay the troops.

On the 3rd of the same month he was again repulsed Repulse at

g Puttoocottah.
ab the fort of Puttoocottah,® and having been wounded i)

during the assault he made over command to Colonel
Nixzon. r

On or about the 8th September Colonel Nixon attacked Capture of
and took the fort at Manargudi.# His force consisted of Mannrphel
116 artillerymen, European and Native, 84 topasses, 166
Native cavalry, a few Mogul horse, and 2,940 sepoys,
composed of the 6th, 10th, and 13th battalions, and a
Tanjore local corps.

On the 16th of the same month he attacked the fort at gtorm of
Mahadavypatam, ® which he described as very strong ¢ and m};ﬂavy-
well garrisoned by resolute men. The place was taken
after an obstinate resistance and not without considera- ) '\

BEese e ol g

1 Tt has not been ascertained whether these were regular, or local
troops,

* Between Tanjore and Trichinopoly, about 13 miles N.W. of the B
former place. - ;
% A strong brick fort about 30 miles sonth of Tanjore.
¢ About 24 miles sonth-east of Tanjore.
® About 5 miles 8.W. of Manargudi.
® This is taken from Nixon's report, dated 17th September. Wilka
(Vol. 11, page 852) gives a different acoount, and represents Brathwaite
as having been in command. He apparently confounds the affair at

-M"?‘adﬂvn‘atam with that at Alangudi, which took place after Brath-
Waite rejoined.

L

WET€ Disaster near



CHAP. X. Dble loss, viz., three European officers, three serjeants,
X5 and upwards of 300 sepoys killed and wounded.
ﬁﬁ;glgit. Colonel Brathwaite resumed command immediately
after the capture of Mahadavypatam, and on the 30th
September he defeated the enemy at Alangudi about 10
miles south of Combaconum after a severe struggle.

He described the place as standing like an island in
the midst of paddy fields, and protected by deep water
courses. Two separate attacks were made, one under
Colonel Nixon with the handful of Europeans, supported
by the 6th and 13th battalions. The other was composed
of the 10th battalion. The village was resolutely defended,
but . both attacks proved successful, and the enemy
were driven out with the loss of one gun and a few
tumbrils—Colonel Brathwaite estimated their strength at
5,000 men and 6 guns. His own force, officers included,
amounted to 2,461 men and 8 guns; of the enemy, 25
horses and 98 men were killed, and 70 horses and 217
men wounded. Two of their battalions were commanded
by French officers, both of whom were taken, and the
Colonel mentioned that a Captain Mills, who commanded

" two battalions, came over during the action. The British
loss was comparatively small, viz., 19 men and 8 horses
killed, 2 officers, 4 Europeans, and 64 sepoys wounded.
Colonel Brathwaite spoke in high terms of the conduct
of the troops, more especially of that of the cavalry under
Lieutenant Sampson.

Il}icg%}gﬂre of  In the month of October preparations were made for
i the siege of Negapatam, the principal settlement of the
Dutch in southern India, and operations were commenced

by the advance of Colonel Nixon against Nagore. This

town, situated on the coast, about four miles north of
Negapatam, had been abandoned m March by the English

garrison on the approach of Hyder, who made it over te

60 HISTORY OF THE MADRAS ARMY.
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his allies the Dutch, by whom it was evacuated on the
21st October on the appearance of Colonel Nixon’s force.
The enemy were pursued by the cavalry under Lieutenant
Sampson and lost 200 men, 4 standards, 4 guns, and 2
tumbrils.

Major-General Sir Hector Munro had obtained permis-
sion to return to England, but having been prevailed
upon by Lord Macartney to take command of the southern
army he left Madras in the fleet of Admiral Sir Edward
Hughes, and arrived off N agore on the 20th October. He
landed the next day with about 800 marines and 500
Seamen, and assumed command,

On the 29th,the outworks in front of Negapatam were
assaulted and carried. The following is an extract from
the report sent to Government by the General :—

“ L have the honor to acquaint your Lordship that last
night we attacked the enemy’s advanced posts, consisting of
five redoubts with a line of communication to each, and
carried them, with very trivial loss on our side. The enemy
must have suffered considerably, but what their loss may be,
L neither know nor care. Our killed and wounded amount
only to 11 Europeans and 20 sepoys. We have taken 1 officer,
2 cadets, 13 Europeans, 79 sepoys, and 19 Malays. The
enemy left behind them in their redoubts 19 pieces of cannon
with a quantity of stores. In this attack the officers dis-
played equal bravery and good conduyct, and the men
behaved with great vesolution. There were indeed three
attacks, two real and one false. The two former wore
conducted by Colonel Nixon and Captain Scott. The prisoners
I have been under the necessity of sending to Madras, not
h*“'ing sufficient force to allow strong guards, nor provisions
to afford them subsistence.”

Batterios having been constructed, the garrison was
Summoned to surrender, but the Governor refused, and
¥W0 determined sallies were made, both of which were

) 0

CHAP. X,

Arrival of
Sir Heotor
Munro,

Capture of
the Redoubts
at Nega-
patam.

Capture of
Negapatom, |



62 HISTORY OF THE MADRAS ARMY. QL

CHAP. X. repulsed by the seamen and marines in the trenches.
The batteries were then opened, and one of the bastions
having been quickly destroyed, the place capitulated * on
the 11th November and was taken possession of on the
succeeding day, The property found in the citadel,
consisting of ordnance, military stores, gfain and mer-
chandise, was very considerable. The following are some
of the principal items, viz., 188 serviceable guns, 8 brass
& mortars, 277 barrels of gunpowder, a large quantity of
shot, shell and hand grenades, 8,241 serviceable muskets,
1,514 swords, and a number of cartridge pouches and
other accoutrements. A quantity of naval stores, such as
sail cloth, anchors, tar, pitch and leather, also engineer’s
stores and tools. Amongst the various kinds of mer-
chandise were 1,410 bales of cotton cloth of different
descriptions, 115,686 lbs. of cloves, sugarcandy 84,456
Ibs., sugar 173,011 lbs., Japan copperin bars 81,176 lbs.,
537 bars of silver, and gold in bullion and coins to the
value of Rupees 39,664.

Expepition ro Cryrow, 1782.
In December 1781 preparations were made to attack
the possessions of the Dutch in Ceylon. A detachment of
Madras troops under Captain Bonnevaux accompanied
the expedition which sailed from Negapatam on the 2nd
January 1782 under Admiral Sir Edward Hughes. This
detachment consisted of a party of artillery under Cap-
tain-Lieutenant Sutcliff, and of a native battalion of
geven companies.
Details of the  Lhe artillery consisted of 2 corporals, 6 matrosses,
Madrasquota. ] gnbadar, 1 naigue, and 20 privates, The battalion

! The Native troops engaged in these affairs, commencing with that at
Tricatapully, were detachments of the 6th, 10th, and 18th battalions,
the Tanjore Light Infantry, detachmente from other local corps then
being raised at and near Tanjore, and a few troops of cavalry,
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Was composed of 5 subalterns, 4 serjeants, 7 subadars, CHAP. X. '
7 jemadars, 35 hayildars, 35 naigues, 6 drummers, 3
fifers, 7 puckallies, and 420 sepoys. This corps was
formed of volunteers from the 9th, 10th, 18th, and 23rd
battalions, and of about 200 men who had been serving
with the army as pioneers. The whole were either
parias, or men of the lowest castes.

The fort at Trincomalee was stormed by the marines Capture of

on the night of the 5th January, and on- the 7th Sir Trincomalee.
Hdward Hughes directed the formation of a body of
pioneers from the volunteer battalion, Three companies
were formed accordingly, each consisting of 1 serjeant,
1 native officér, 3 havildars, 8 naigues and 44 privates.
Lieutenant Abbott was placed in command of the whole,
with Ensigns Byrne and Wright as subalterns.

Fort Osnaburg was assaulted and carried on the 11th ; Fort

. § : Osnaburg.

and sixty-two guns, six mortars, and a quantity of shot,
shell, gunpowder and small arms were taken in the two
forts. Shortly after this the Admiral re-embarked the
seamen and marines, leaving the Madras detachment to
garrison the place. On the'26th March a reinforcement
consisting of 1 lieutenant, 2 serjeants, 4 native officers,
10 havildars, and 172 rank and file was embarked at
Madras, also 52 artillerymen, European and Native, and
62 European invalids belonging to the infantry.

Sometime in July the garrison was further strength- giuptétin Hay
ened by the arrival of about 200 men of H, M.s mi;;’;?n‘}.
78th, and of the 2nd battalion 42nd (72nd, and 73rd mand.
Regiments) under Captain Hay Macdowall who assumed
command. On or about the 25th August Admiral Suffrein
appeared before the place with two line of battle ships, Smrenders to
and'a considerable body of troops. The siege was com- v S
menced at once, and Captain Macdowall was obliged to
capitulate on the 30th idem, '



L

Barly in January 1782 the garrison of Vellore being
again in want of provisions, Coote marched for that place
vi¢ Tripassoor and Sholinghur. He arrived on the 11th,
threw in provisions sufficient for three or four months’
consumption, and on the 13th he set out on his return to

Second relief Madras. He had been cannonaded® on the 10th while
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CaMpaIeN oF 1782.

pesytlore. crossing a swamp near Mymundalum Droog, and on his
return he found Hyder with a large force and a number
of guns drawn up on the same ground to oppose his pas-
gage, but no sooner had the English Infantry crossed the
swamp than the enemy retired, carrying off all their guns,
Arrival of In December 1781 Hyder had determined to give up,
fr?;;f: at all events for the time, the attempt to conquer the

Carnatic, and he made arrangements for destroying and
evacuating the places he had taken, but his views were
changed by the arrival at Porto Novo of a considerable
body ? of French troops about the 10th of March 1782,
and it was then decided in consultation with their Com-
manders that the fort at Cuddalore should be attacked.
Surrender of  In pursuance of this resolution the French appeared
Cuddalore.  1,.4r6 Cuddalore on the 2nd April, and summoned the
Commandant 3 to surrender, offering at the same time

1 Casualties on the 10th January 1782—
Killed—1 Lieuntenant, 19 sepoys, 4 horses.
Wounded—2 Lieutenants, 2 Buropeans, 1 Subadar, 85 sepoya.
Cagualties on the 18th January 1782—
Killed—4 BEuropean rank and file, 1 Jemadar, 2 sepoys, 1 horge.
Wounded—1 Captain, 1 Lieutenant, 6 Buropean rank and file.
2 Subadars, 2 Jemadars, 1 Syrang, 26 sepoys, 1 horse,
2 8000, inclugive of & regiment of Africans.—Wilks, vol, 2, page 874.
8 The garrison consisted of six companies of the 12th Carnatic batta-
lion amounting to 562 men, 100 Topasses, and 25 Europeans, all ander
the command of Captain James Hughes of the 12th battalion. The
majority of the sepoys of the 12th entered the Frenoh service, but the
Native officers refused to do go.
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favorable terms of capitulation. The place was accordingly CHAP. X. | |
given up on the 3rd or 4th without any attempt to defend -
it. .

On the 17th May the hill fort at Permacoil, garrisoned Surrender of
by one company of the 16th battalion under Lieutenant ©™8
Plaw, surrendered to Hyder and the French after a
defence of a week.

On the capture of Permacoil the confederates marched Coote

3 g . marches to
against Wandiwash but retired on the approach of Coote, Kiltancor.
and encamped at Killanoor.! Coote, ﬁndin'g their posi-
tion too strong, did not venture to risk an attack, and
marched towards Arnee? on the 30th in the hope of
getting possession of that place which had been left with
& weak garrison although it was the principal depdt
Possessed by Hyder in that part of the country. Hyder,
alarmed at this demonstration, detached Tippoo by a
Circuitous route to reinforce the garrison. He followed
in person the next day and coming up with Coote near
the fort at Arnee when he was about to encamp, opened
@ cannonade on his rear; an action ensued in which the Battle at

- enemy were beaten with a loss of several tumbrils and a ™

gun, but the garrison was relieved during the engage-
ment, in consequence of which the General gave up the
idea of attempting to take the place.

On the 8th June, when the army was encamped at Ned- Dicaster at
dingul between Arnee and Wandiwash, the grand guard M
Was nearly entirely destroyed owing to the imprudent
conduct of Lientenant Cruitzer, the officer in command.

This guard was a select body generally near the person
of the Commander-in-Chief, and was composed of a
detachment of cavalry, two small guns, and 100 sepoys.

* About 14 miles north-west of Pondicherry. ‘
*Arnoe had been given up to Hyder by the Nawauh’'s garrison very

800n after hig entrance into the Carnatie, '
VOL. If, 9
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CHAP. X, About 3} p.u. on the day in question a body of the enemy’s
horse, with a couple of camels and an elephzm{;, appeared
on a rising ground about half a mile from camp. Lieuten-
ant Cruitzer, hoping to disperse the horse and capture |
the camels and elephant, moved out his party withoub
reflecting that the numerous groves of mangoe trees
afforded every facility for an ambuscade, and had not gone
far from camp when he was suddenly surrounded by a
body of about 6,000 horse commanded by Hyder, Tippoo,
and Lally.
The guard made the most steady and determined
: resistance, but was almost entirely cut to pieces. The
assailants lost about 60 men and the same number of
horses, many of which fell at the very muzzles of the
galloper guns. The loss of the English was 166 men,
54 horses, and two 3-pounders. Lieutenant Cruitzer
was taken prisoner.
About the 18th of June the army returned to Madras.

Vellore The Officer Commanding at Vellore having reported
'I';i‘i’;fld B his inability to hold out beyond the end of June unless
Byrne. furnished with provisions, Lord Macartney conceived the
 idea of effecting this by means of a small detachment to
be sent through the Pollams instead of by the ordinary

road.

This detachment was placed under Ensign Byrne, and
consisted of 100 volunteer sepoys under Subadar Conda-
pah, 250 horse, and 2,163 sepoys and armed peons in the
gervice of the Rajahs of Vencatagherry and Calastry, and
other Polygar chiefs in our interest. The convoy was
composed of 8,000 cooly-loads of rice, 62 kegs of arrack,
921 kegs of salt provisions, 250 bullock loads of rice, and
a fow cart-loads of the same. It arrived at Paliput on
the 11th June and was there joined by 1,000 Polygars in

the service of Bomrauze who ab the same time furnished

1 66 HISTORY OF THE MADRAS ARMY.
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400 sheep. The whole reached Vellore in safety on the
1dth without molestation owing to the secrecy and
dispatch with which the march had been conducted.

Emnsign Byrne left Vellore on the 15th, and got to the
bank of the river Poiney on the succeeding day, when he
was swirounded by a large body of the enemy under
Tippoo and Lally. The detachment made a gallant
defence, but being overpowered by numbers was obliged
to surrender at discretion. Most of the Polygars had
struck off towards their own villages before reaching the
river, so that the detachment had been much diminished
When it was attacked. Ensign Byrne on his release
reported that Subadar Condapah and his party behaved
Wwith the utmost coolness and intrepidity during the action,
and that the detachment did not surrender until reduced
t0 25 men. Ensign Byrne was appointed Fort Adjutant
ab Madras in acknowledgment of the good service rendered
by him on this occasion. '

OrErATIONS IN THE SourH, 1782,

On the capture of Negapatam in November 1781 the
enemy quitted the district of Tanjore, and early in
February 1782 the Dutch settlement at Tuticorin, then
their last possession in southern India, surrendered to a
detachment from Palamcottah.

On the whole, matters in the south had begun to look

Prosperous, when their aspect was changed by a sudden
and severe disaster.

In the month of Febrnary Colonel Brathwaite, then in
camp near the village of Annagudi! with a considerable

.‘ About six miles north-east of the town of Combaconum, and three
miles south of the river Coleroon.

L,
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force,! was surprised by Tippoo, and after twenty-six
hours of desperate fighting the detachment was com-
pletely defeated. The following account of the action is
taken from a repor  written by Lieutenant Charles
Salmon of the Engineers who had been appointed Aide-
de-Camp to Colonel Brathwaite, and was on his way to
join him in camp :—

« Before you receive this you will no doubt have heard of
the unhappy fate of our southern army, which surrendered at
discretion the 18th at 12 o'clock, at Annagudi, a village
about four miles from Pantanellore. Tippoo Saib and Lally
with 600 horse, 12,0002 infantry, and 20 guns came upon
them before they had timely ® notice to retreat.

* #* * *®
1 Qavalry.—Lieutenants Sampson and Bowles ... .es 200
Infantry attached to Cavalry.—Ensigns Graham, Théwies, and
Loy oy LS
Artillery.—Captain Judson, Lieutenant Lutalipe, Ensign Klan-
man .. 80
Furopean Infantry.—Ensign Fenwick ... gk
8th battalion sepoys (names of officers not given) . 100
10th  do. do. Lieutenaut Gillon, Ensigns Holmes, Stuart,
and MecAlly . 800
18th do. do. TLieutenant Lind, Ensigns Gahagan and
Haywood e S00
9th and 18th battalion sepoys, Ensign Kennet WO
Tanjore Grenadiers (Loeal Corps), Lieutenant Eastland ... 450
1,660

8ix 6-ponnders, two 8-pounders, one howitzer.

Tieutenant Cameron, Brigade.Major.

Surgeon White.

¢ Including about 400 Buropeans under Lally.

3 It appears in Wilks (vol. 2, page 861) that Brathwaite had ample
warning which he totally disregarded. This officef, in & report to
Government in 1780, sneered af the want of enterprise shown by
Hyder in having neglected to attack him when on the march from
Pondicherry to Madras, and argued therefrom that nothing serions was
to be apprehended from such an enemy. '

R A TR
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“I was proceeding the 17th to join him and had got as far
as Sholaveram (about half way between Combaconum and
camp) at 9 a.m. when I heard a very heavy cannonade, and
soon after, quick platoon firing. AsI had 2,000 pagodas
Wwith me, besides a very slender escort, and no intelligence, I
thought it prudent to return to the fortified pagoda at Comba-
conum where we had two companies of sepoys; informing
Colonel Brathwaite at the same time of the step I had taken,
The next morning I had a chit from him of which the
following is a copy : ‘Dear sir, we have had. a very hard

day of it, have kept our ground bnt are surrounded, do what
the bearer tells you.’

* # * *
! ’
“The accounts of what passed afterwards from the sepoys,
and others who have made their escape, to the time of the
Swrrender, are confused and contradictory. The following

however are the best I can collect, and what the major
Part of them seem to agree on.

“The Colonel attempted to retire in the night, but it was
then too late, being surrounded and closely watched by the
enemy. He marched about ten with two battalions of sepoys,
leaving the cavalry and 13th battalion on the ground, who
Were ordered to make a show of entrenching themselves by
digging with mamoties, &c., and in two hours after to follow
him ag expeditiously as possible, leaving their tents standing.
[ am of opinion his intention was to retreat to Negapatam
a8 he advanced towards Mayaveram, but he soon found that
the enemy had got between him and the 13th battalion. He
therefore returned in order to join them which he effected
with great difficulty, being obliged to fight all the way back.
The enemy rocketed him very much, which not only created
great confusion, but did great execution. It was daybreak
before the Colonel Jjoined, when they had guns opened from
every quarter on them. They sustained this heavy cannon-
ade, and were likewise engaged with the enemy’s infantry
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till 11 o’clock when the Colonel finding that his destruction
would be inevitable if he remained longer on that ground,
marched off, and pushed for the pagoda of Manargudi (about
a mile from camp) and he had nearly gained it when one of
the battalions (most accounts say the Tanjore grenadiers)
seeing a large body of the enemy advancing to charge them,
made a run for the pagoda, leaving their guns behind them.
This occasioned almost a general confusion, when the enemy
cut in amongst them, and did great execution. At this time
Colonel Brathwaite received a wound from an horseman
across his back. The 13th battalion, that had the rear,
behaved extremely well and made their way good to the
pagoda. The sepoys, who had now been two days withont
provisions, and fighting almost the whole time against such
a superior force were so disheartened that they called out
for cowle! There was a consultation of the officers, the
result of which was that they offered to surrender at discre-
tion. There are several black officers, and also 500 sepoys
who escaped from the enemy that are come in here. All the
officers except Lind are wounded.

* * * #*

“T wrote to Captain Alcock and Mr. Sullivan all the partic-
ulars I could learn, and likewise sent the money into

Tanjore. Captain A. wrote me, that if I heard nothing from

the Colonel, to retreat immediately which I did, and had the
good luck to get into the fort bringing in the two companies
from the fortified pagoda, and three which Ensign Salmon
had at Triviar.”

The officers, with the exception of Ensign Stuart of
the 10th battalion, who was killed, were sent to Seringa.
patam, and remained there until the peace in 1784, This
was a most severe blow to the southern army, and it was
certainly most discreditable to the English that Tippoo

1 4.6, for terms of surrender,

L |
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should have been able to pass such a river as the Cole- CHAP. X.
roon unobserved.

Tippoo returned northwards shortly after this success, gfglt:)l;elom‘
leaving only a small body of troops in Tanjore; and the mands.
command of the English force in the south having
devolved upon Colonel Nixon, an officer of energy and

experience, affairs took a turn for the better.

Captain Richard Scott, when on the march to Negapa- Successes.

tam in April, carried the fort at Tiruvalur ! by storm with
the 10th battalion, killing 100, and taking 300 prisoners.
Nixon himself beat the enemy on the Coleroon near
Combaconum on the 1st J uly, and Lieutenant Mackinnon
of the 3rd batfalion defeated a large detachment under
Syed Saib in the Terioor country on the 23rd August.
The following is an extract from Colonel Nixon’s report
of the affair last mentioned :—

“I have the pleasure to inform you that Licutenant Lieutenant
Mackinnon with 1,500 ° of the Company’s troops joined with gi“dcgia’t‘gﬁ:) 2
the Reddy’s,® gained a complete victory over Syed Saib’s defeats the -
party, consisting of 7,000 men, on the 23rd. The action g
lasted two hours, and although Tippoo was advancing by
hasty marches with 20,000 men, he kept possession of the
field of battle till 5 in the afternoon, and is now encamped

in the Terioor, where I think Tippoo will gain but little
credit.”

Lieutenant Mackinnon brought his detachment safely
back to Trichinopoly about the 15th September, in the

face of a very superior force, his passage of the Coleroon

having heen covered by four guns planted on the island
of Seringham. '

S A

! About 15 miles west. of Negapatam.
* Composed of detachments of the 3rd, 6th, and 10th battalions.
* The P, olygar chief of Terioor about 25 miles north of Trichinopoly.
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. On. the 23rd 'September Colonel Ross Lang ‘was
appointed to the command of Tanjore, and’ of all the
troops south of the Coleroon.

Negapatam having been at this time threatened by the
French, a detachment of 300 men H.M.s 98th Foot was
sent to that place a few days afterwards under the com-
mand of Colonel William Fullarton of that regiment.

The health of Sir Eyre Coote requiring change of air,
he embarked for Bengal in the Medea frigate on the 28th
September, and was succeeded by Major-General James
Stuart, Sir Hector Munro having previously resigned.

About the end of October the squadron under Admiral
Sir Richard Bickerton arrived at Madras, bringing &
strong reinforcement, viz., B.M.’s 23rd Light Dragoons,
101st Foot, detachment 102nd Foot, the 15th Hanoverian'
regiment, 200 recruits for H.M.’s 73rd and 78th,* and
500 for the Madras European regiment.

On the 30th of the same month the European Infantry
belonging to the Presidency of Bengal embarked for
Calcutta, and were thanked in general orders for the
eminent services they had rendered during the campaigh.

On the 7th December Hyder died at Chittoor of
carbuncle. His body was sent off privately to Colar, from
whence it was ultimately removed by Tippoo to Seringa-
patam.

As soon as this event became known, Lord Macartney
urged Major-General Stuart to take the field before
Tippoo could return from the western coast, but the

1 The 15th and 16th Hanoverians were raiged to serve the Basb
Iadia Company for seven years—Vide Appendix M.

2 This regiment (now the 72nd Highlanders) landed at Madras in
April 1782 ; 500 men joined the army on the 10th of that month, but

in three weeks' time hardly 80 werefit for duty—Life of Bir T. Manro,

vol. 8, p. 19.
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General at first professed his disbelief in the report,
and afterwards threw other difficulties in the way, so that
Tippoo was enabled to join his army at Chuckmaloor in
South Arcot on the 2nd J anuary 1783 before the English
troops had moved from the Mount.

CampateN or 1783.

On the 5th J anuary the army was formed into two
Enes. The first, under Colonel Reinbold of the 15th
Hanoverians, consisted of three brigades, viz. :—

Lst Brigade,commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Stuart,
H.M.’s 78th Regiment, H.M.’s 73rd, 78th, and 101st
Foot, detachment 15th Hanoverians, and the Madras®
BEuropean Infantry.

2nd Brigade, commanded by Major Edmondson,
Bengal army, 12th and 25th Regiments Bengal
sepoys, and 8th Carnatic battalion.

3rd Brigade, commanded by Major Blane, Bengal
army, 13th Regiment Bengal sepoys, the ¢ Trichino-
poly Detachment,” and the 16th Carnatic battalion.

The second line, under Colonel Pearse of the Bengal
artillery, consisted of the 4th and 5th brigades, viz. :—

dth Brigade, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Kelly,
Madras army, 24th Regiment' Bengal sepoys, the
14th,” 18th, and 21st Carnatic battalions.

5th Brigade, Lieutenant-Oolonel Elphinstone, H.M.
73rd Regiment, 26th Regiment'Bengal sepoys, 4th,
16th and 20th Carnatic battalions.

3
: The Madras Europeans were transferred to the centre of the 2nd
ne by an order dated 7th February.

2y g j
The 14th went into garrison at Velloro about the 12th March and

Felieved the 5th battalion which then joined the army.

VOL. 171, 10
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CHAP. X.  The Commander-in-Chief’s guard was composed of the
European troop of cavalry, three troops of Native

i HISTORY OF THE MADRAS ARMY.

Commander.

ﬁi’;’e“ cavalry, and the corps of marksmen.

Cavalry. = Four regiments of ‘Native cavalry under Colonel
Dugald Campbell were also present with the army. No
details regarding them are given in the orders.

Artillery. The artillery consisted of the battering train, and of

e twelve 12-pounders and thirty 6-pounders distributed
amongst the several brigades. Besides these there were
the Bengal and Madras Parks, each consisting of two 18-
pounders, four 6-pounders, and two howitzers. The
number of guns in the battering train is not given, but
it may be inferred to have been from twelve to fourteen.
The enemy No move of any consequence took place until the 4th

S:%‘;’;d}’ggf February when the army moved towards the south, and
on the 18th came within sight of the united forces of
Tippoo and the French near Neddingul.

Major-General Stuart offered them battle, which they
declined to accept and retired. Soon afterwards, the
works at Arcot, and other forts in the Carnatic which

, had fallen into Tippoo’s possession, were dismantled
with the exception of those at Arnee, which place was
retained as a depot for the division left in South Arcot to
co-operate with the French.

Tippoo Tippoo himself returned to his own dominions in con-
:ztﬁr;:om_ sequence of the capture of Bednore by the Bombay
troops.

As soon as Tippoo left the Carnatic, General Stuart

commenced the demolition of the works at Wandiwash and

Carangooly which was completed by the end of February.

March to In March he moved for the relief of Vellore, and it was
Cuddalore.  not until the 21st April that he commenced his march
towards Cnddalore for the purpose of recovering that

place from the French. His movements were so dilatory
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that he did not arrive until the 7th June, having taken

forty-eight days to accomplish 126 miles, and thus given
the enemy time to supply themselves with provisions and
ammunition, of both of which they had been much in
want, as shown by intercepted letters. The General was
severely censured ! for his procrastination, and also for the
mismanagement by which the carriage of the army, equal
to the transport of provisions for twenty-five days, had in
a fow weeks been so reduced as not to be able to carry
more than sufficient for nine days’ consumption. This
result. was contrasted with that effected by General Coote
in January 1782 when he threw three months’ provisions
into Vellore in thesface of the enemy, and returned to
Madras in fifteen days, without any particular diminution
in the carriage.

In the meantime Sir Eyre Coote, who had arrived at
Madras on the 24th April to resume command, died there
on the 27th, much to the grief of the army, more especially
the native portion thereof by whom he was regarded
with a degree of attachment * never manifested towards
any other European leader. -

1 8ir Thomas Munro defended General Stuart on the following
grounds : * He arrived there as soon as the store ships; his going &
month sooner would have been to no purpose, for as our intrenching
tools and heavy cannon were in them, we could not have begun our
operations. We could only carry ten days’ i)rovisions, and therefore
could only have remained four days before the place, as we maust have
kept six days to carry us back to Chingleput, the nearest place we
could have got a supply.”’—Life, Vol. II1, page 39.

*Wilks gives the following description of the behaviour of the sepoys
on the ocoasion of Coote’s illness in camp in January 1782: For
nearly two hours, during which little hope was entertained of his
vecovery, the despondency painted on every countenance, and partiou-
larly on those of the native troops, whose attachment and confidence
exceeded the bounds of human veneration, and Who could with
difficulty be restrained from transgressing the limits of decotum to
satisfy their anxicty, presented altogether a scene of mournful

- inﬁeregt.”«-\?ol, 1I, page 395.
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OrerAaTIONS AT CUuDDALORE, 1783.

General Stuart on arriving at Cuddalore ‘took up his
position about two miles to the south of the fort with his
left resting on the Bandipollem hills, and his right on a
back-water close to the sea. The army was drawn up in
$wo lines ; the first composed of the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd
brigades under Colonel Stuart, H.M.s 78th, the second*
of the 4th and 5th brigades under Colonel Gordon, H.M.’s
101st Regiment. The next five days were spent in landing
guns, tools, ammunition, and a detachment of the 16th
Hanoverians. .

During the night of the 7th the French moved out
and commenced the construction of a line of defence in
front of the boundary hedge extending from the Bandi-
pollem hills to the back-water. This line consisted of
a trench and parapet with three redoubts and several
batteries, and would have been rendered gtill more
formidable had not General Stuart been' induced by his
principal officers to make an attack on the morning of
the 13th. The following arrangements were made for
the assanlt :—

Lieutenant-Colonel Kelly, with the Madras Europeans,
the 5th, 18th, and 21st Carnatic battalions, and a party of
Pioneers was ordered to march over the Bandipollem hills

1 (olonel Pearse of the Bengal army was superseded in command of
the second line on the 20th April by the removal of Colonel Gordon
from the 1st line. Colonel Pearse strongly protested against the
injustice of this act inasmuch as the second line was composed
exclusively of Company’s troops, but General Stuart declined to
veconsider his order, although it was in direct violation of the
instructions of the Court of Directors who, in & despatch, dated 7th
February 1781, had desired that the command of their troops should
be preserved to their own officers.




HISTORY OF THE MADRAS ARMY. 77

before daylight in order to turn the extreme right of the
enemy’s position which was held by the Mysore troops,
and one French regiment.

H. Ms 78th, the 12th Bengal sepoys, and the 8th
Carnatic battalion under Major Edmondson of the Bengal
army were on the English right.

A grenadier ! corps of Europeans under Lieutenant-
Colonel Cathcart supported by H.M/’s 73rd, the 13th
Bengal sepoys, and the 16th Carnatic battalion, all
under Lieutenant-Colonel Stuart, H.M.’s 78th Regiment,
formed the left attack, supported by five cf)mpanies of the
20th Carnatic battalion. :

The centre attack, under Major-General Bruce and
Colonel Gordon, was composed of H.M.’s 101st Foot,
detachments 15th and 16th Hanoverians, the 25th
Bengal sepoys, the ¢ Trichinopoly Detachment,’? and three
companies of the 20th Carnatic battalion under Licuten-
ant Desse.

Kelly reached his destination by daybreak, assanlted
and captured a battery planted on a- hill on the extreme
right of the enemy’s position, and turned the guns on
the Mysore troops which dispersed almost immediately.

' {
ity Oaptain. | Subalterns. | Rank and file.

! H.M. 78rd Regiment

|
1 3 50
5 78th » 1 3 50
tonet TER IS R %0
Hanoverians g 50 MRl 4 ‘ 7
Madras Europeans 1 ! 4 57
Total ... 5 {l, 18 E 207

B e e At ]

|
* Grenadier companies, 6th, 18th, and 19th, battalions, and three
battalion companies of the latter, nine companies inall. The Grenadier
tompanies of the 18th and other battalions, formerly doing duty with

this detachment, had rejoined their respective head-quarters.

[
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OHAP. X, He then took ground a little further to the north, and
e s halted on an eminence from which he could see the line

of entrenchment in reverse. On this being reported to

the General the grenadiers and other troops detailed for

the left attack were ordered to advance in support, and

having arrived about half-past 8, they took up a position

a short distance in front of Kelly’s brigade, just in rear

of, and perpendicular to, the entrenchment. The column

Repulse of  had lost several men before it reached this point, but as
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: ff;faf;;ff soon as formed it advanced against the redoubt on the
' right of the position, led by the grenadiers inder Colonel
Cathcart ; the fire however was so heavy that Colonel
‘ Stuart was obliged to retire and withdraw under cover.
' A battery of guns now opened upon the redoubt, and the
adjoining entrenchments, and about half-past ten, the
centre column was. ordered to attack them in front,
Colonel Stuart being instructed to co-operate at the

proper time.
glzplcllii :(’)f The centre colupn advanced accordingly, but was
attack. repulsed with heavy loss, and followed by the enemy,

most of whom quitted the redoubt and pursued the
assailants for about a quarter of a mile when they were
checked by the reserve. In the meantime, the com-
panies of the 20th battalion, under Lieutenant Desse, !
: which were on the left of the Hanoverians, and had
gg’t‘;g‘;ggt stood their ground, advanced and took possession of the
by the 20th  redoubt. They were immediately supported by the
e column under Colonel Stuart which drove the enemy
from that part of the entrenchments, and took possession
of nearly half the works, but this had scarcely been
effected, when the French returned in strength and

compelled him to fall back to the redoubt.

1 The command of the battalion wag subsequently conferred on
Captain Desse in recognition of this service.
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The right brigade was opposed to the regiments of CHAP. X,
Acquitaine drawn up in front of the fort and supported Right Bri-
by batteries. Nothing particular seems to have occurred gade-.
at this point, the troops having kept each other in check,

8o that neither could afford to send support to any other
* part of the field.

The firing was kept up until 4 or 5 o’clock in the The enemy
afternoon when it ceased. During the night the enemy ﬁ‘;‘ﬁigﬁ‘g}“g
abandoned all their outposts, and retired into the fort,
taking their heavy guns with them, but leavmg 15 or
16 ﬁeld pieces in ouir possession.

It was intended by the General that the front and Mismanage-
flank attacks on the redoubt should have been simul- ;";’sﬁﬁlﬁf 7
taneous, but owing to some mismanagement, the column
under Colonel Stuart did not come up until after the
centre attack had been repulsed.

The grenadiers of H.M.’s 101st ! and the Hanoverians 2 Gomplimenta
were complimented in orders by General Stuart, who *¥ opde
expressed his conviction that the redonbt must have
been carried had the battalion companies of the 101st
done their duty. The behaviour of the sepoy battalions
was highly praised.

The British loss on this occasion was considerable, viz:, Casualties
988 ¢ Buropeans, and 347 Natives killed and wounded.

—_—

! This regiment had been hastily raised, and embarked before it was
half drilled or disciplined. Many of the men had been in jail, most of
the senior officers had been withdrawn from regimental duty for
higher commands owing to the operation of the brevet, and those
Yémaining were young and inexperienced.

* Bir Thomas Munro (Life, Vol. ITT, page 85) states that the Hano-
verians misbehgved and broke, carrying with them two companies of
the 101st 1mmed1ately in their rear, and that the whole together broke
through the sepoys drawn up to support them.

« Vide Appendix N.



The number of troops on each side 1s supposed to have
T been about 11,000.! _
Arrivalof the  The French fleet under Admiral Suffrein anchored off
French fleet. 410 fort on the night of the.16th, and received a rein-
forcement of 1,200 men. Sir Edward Hughes was ab

this time a few miles to the southward, but the efficiency

of his fleet had been much impaired by a severe outbreak

of scurvy, from which nearly 2,000 men were in hospital.
Nevertheless he defermined to bring the French to

action. Unfortunately the direction of the wind pre-

vented him from doing this on his own terms, and on the

17th Monsieur Suffrein succeeded in engaging him at a

long distance, and in inflicting so much damage, that

Sir Edward was obliged to sail for Madras in order to

Suffrein lands refit. Suffrein immediately returned to his anchorage at
;f:;fgi' Cuddalore and relanded the troops, together with about
Cuddalore. 2 400 men from the fleet. This reinforcement enabling
Bussy to make a sally, three columns left the fort before

The French daylight on the 25th. One of these attacked a small
:1‘125;0’;’;‘,”;‘11 4 Tedoubt about 800 yards from the fort, which was held
are repulsed. by two companies of sepoys and a party of the 78th
Regiment. These, more particularly the men of the 24th

Regiment of Bengal sepoys under Captain Williamson,

behaved with much gallantry, repulsing the enemy with

loss, and taking several prisoners, amongst whom were

le Chevalier de Damas, who led the attack, and Berna-

dotte, afterwards king of Sweden, who was then a

30 HISTORY OF THE MADRAS ARMY.

! British. French.
Europeans . 1,660 | Europeans w W 8,000
Sepoys ... 8840 | French sepoys o 3,000
Cavalry Seatt S 000) Tippools 'y, ' e 3,000
R —— ,» horse .., 2,000
11,000 *

11,008

Innes Munro’s Narrative, page 329.
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serjeant. The other two columns did not attack with OHAP. X.
any vigour, and were repulsed by the fire from the =
trenches. The loss of the French was estimated at 450, Casualties. -
that of the British was small, viz., one officer killed,

three officers wounded, and 20 rank and file, principally

natives, killed and wounded.

The position of the English now became critical, their Cessation of

- LR ¢ 3 hostilities.
numbers having been diminished by casualties and
disease, whereas the enemy had been counsiderably
strengthened from the fleet. Fortunately, at this
juncture, intelligence was received of the conclusion of

peace in Europe,in consequence of which hostilities ceased
on the 2nd July.

Major-General Stuart, from the time of succeeding to General
the command of the army, appears to have set himself in fﬁé‘:ﬁia to
direct opposition to Government upon almost every Madras.
subject. . Without going so far as to profess absolute
independence of the Civil power, he went very near it,
and on one occasion when called upon to interfere in a
case where an officer of H.M.’s troops had refused to
comply with a requisition from the Civil authorities, he
stated he was of opinion that there were cases where the
requisition of Government concerning the employment of
H.M.s troops might be refused by the officer command-
ing. This conduct, and his assumption of an independent
anthority over the Royal troops, gave Government much
uneasiness, but no active measures were taken until after
the suspension of hostilities with the French, when
General Stuart was directed to ymake over command of
the army to Major-General Bruce, and to proceed to
Madras, there to account for his dilatory and unsatisfac-
tory conduct during the campaign, and other matters.

He made over charge accordingly on the 8rd July and
refurned to Madras, where he continued his obstructive

VOL. 11 11



L

82 HISTORY OF THE MADRAS ARMY.

CHAP. X. and contentious behaviour until it became so serious that
TR Lord Macartney took the decisive step of dismissing him
from the Company’s service in the following order :—

G.0.G. Fort St. George, 17th September 1783.

Dismissedthe  “By virtue of the powers given to this Government asg

%f:;:ﬁ;f' the mentioned in the General Orders published on the 19th March
last, and subscribed by Major-General Stuart on his entering
into the service, the said Major-General Stuart has, for
disobedience to the orders of Government, been this day
dismissed from the Company’s service, and as his rank in
H.M.’s service cannot operate in giving him command over the
king’s forces unless specially employed by the king, and as
he is not so employed, but on the contrary is only on half pay
from the bounty of the Crown, Major-General Sir John
Burgoyne, as the senior officer in H.M.’s service, who is now
employed upon this coast, is consequently to take command
of the king’s forces,”

General Notwithstanding this order General Stuart determined

fglaﬁf;ef“es to retain command of the King’s troops, and as Sir John
Burgoyne informed Government that he would continue
to obey the General, they resolved to arrest him before
he could take any steps for the subversion! of Govern-
ment.

é;t:f; ;)f This duty was entrusted to the Fort Adjutant, Lieuten-

b ant Gomond, who, on the afternoon of the same day,

proceeded to the house of the General with a party of

11t is difficult to say whether there were sufficient grounds for this
apprehension. Although General, then Lieutenant-Colonel, Stuart had
been one of the principal persons concerned in the arrest and deposition
of Lord Pigot in 1776 it must be remembered that he was then acting
in concert with the majority of the members of Government ; whereas
in 1788 he possessed no adherent in that body. On the other hand it
was known that the suspension of Lord Macartney was contemplated
by Warren Hastings, and the prospect of the support of the Governor-
General might have induced an impulsive and arbitrary man to go any

tength,
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the fort,

Government at the same time promoted Colonel Ross
Lang of the Company’s service to the rank of Lieuten-
ant-General, and directed him to proceed forthwith to
camp, and assume command of the army.

Although some doubts were entertained as to the
result of this measure, General Lang’s orders to the army
were duly obeyed, and with the exception of Sir John
Burgoyne, and two or three others who withdrew from
camp rather than consent to serve under General Lang,
none of the Royal officers evinced any disposition, either
to resist or evade, the orders of Government. Two of
the officers above alluded to, viz., Major-Generals

- Camphbell pnd Ogle, tendered their services shortly

afterwards on being satisfied that the authority of
General Stuart over the Royal troops in India had only
existed by virtue! of his commission from the East India
Company,

A few days afterwards Sir John Burgoyne assumed
the separate command of the King’s troops by virtue of
his seniority, which agsumption was not opposed by
Government, but he soon began to issue orders not
tsually promulgated without their previous sanction.
About the end of December he directed Col. Straubenzee,

then, commanding at Poonamallee, and two Captains of

1 Althon

gh the conduct of General Stuart was manifestly unwarrant.
able,

it was considered necessary to guard against the recurrence of similar
Pretensions. The status of a general officer in India was therefore
clearly defined by the War Office in November 1784 in the following
terms .« Hig Majesty has been pleased to appoint Licutenant.Clenerak
Robert Sloper to serve as a Lieutenant-General in the East Indies so
long as he shall continue in the service of the East India Company, and
to order that when he shall cease to bein the employ of the said
Company, his right of commanding, or serving with His Majesty’s
orees in the Bast Indies; shall likewise determine.”

L

sepoys, arrested him, and caused him to be conveyed to CHAP. X.
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his regiment, to leave the fort and proceed to Madras
on court-martial - duty. Colonel Straubenzee, having
applied to Government for instructions, was/ desired not
to quit his station, whereupon Gteneral Burgoyne
repeated his orders, which becoming known to Govern-
ment they placed him under arrest on the 31st December,
when the command of the Royal troops devolved upon
Major-General Allan Campbell, H.M. 30th Foot, the

next senior officer.

Shortly after the arrest of General Stuart it was
resolved to send him to England, a proceeding against
which he remonstrated vigorously, alleging, amongst
other objections, that the vessel taken up for him was
not seaworthy. :

Government at last sent the Town Major, Captain
Sydenham, to the General’s quarters on the 14th October
with instructions to use coercivg measures' should he
refuse to embark. The General, on being made acquainted
with these instructions, declared that nothing short of
absolute force should induce him to go, upon which four
sepoys with their muskets were called into the room,
The General however still refused to move unless the
sepoys laid hold of him. This having been done, he
rose, protesting that he was being carried away against
his will, and by force. He then got quietly into his
palankin and was taken to the beach, where he was put
into an accommodation boat, and thence on board the
Fortitude packet. This vessel had been duly surveyed
before chartered, and pronounced perfectly seaworthy.

1 Goneral Stuart made this a personal matter between himself and
Lord Macartney, whom he called out on his return from Madras. A
duel was fought accordingly near Kensington 8th June 1786, in which
His Lordship was shob through the shoulder. Lord Macartney was
attended by Colonel Fullarton, and General Stuart by Oolonel Gordon.

L
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The arrangements for the General’s comfort on board
appear to have been made on the most liberal scale.!

OPERATIONS IN THE SourH, 1782-84.

Shortly after the arrival of Colonel Lang in the south
in September 1782 he commenced to demolish the fortifi-
cations at Negapatam, after which he proceeded to
Trichinopoly there to prepare to effect a diversion
against the possessions of Tippoo in Dindigul and Coim-
batore; but the want of sufficient carriage and other
difficulties prevented him from moving pntil the middle
of March, shortly after which the army arrived at Caroor.
Fire was opened on the pettah on the night of the 21st,
and a breach having been made, the place was assaulted
the next day. The breach was attacked by four grena-
dier companies of Europeans, and four of natives under
Captain Thomas Maitland, while the wall was escaladed
at two other points by two parties, one under Captain
Gardener and the other under Lieutenant Warton, each
party being composed of 20 Europeans, and five com-
panies of the 1st battalion of sepoys. The three attacks
were successful, and the enemy retired into the fort.
On the night of the 2nd April the enemy were driven
out of the covered way by a storming party composed of
40 Furopeans and four companies of sepoys who effected
a lodgment on the glacis. The enemy abandoned the
place during the same night. Our casualties amounted
to 158 killed and wounded during the siege.

The fort at Avaracoorchy was taken by storm on the
10th April, on which occasion 400 of the enemy were
killed. Colonel Lang’s report of this affair is not forth-
coming, but Government highly disapproved of the
slanghter, which they stigmatised as * wanton cruelty.”

! Fide Appendix O.
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On the 4th May the fort at Dindigul surrendered
without opposition probably owing to the fate of the
defenders of Avaracoorchy. A few days, after this,
Colonel Colonel Lang was superseded in his command by Colonel
3,‘;“;’:;’35_ Fullarton, H.M.’s 98th Regiment, recently promoted to

the rank of (olonel, in consequence of which he took
precedence of all Company’s officers of that grade.

Darapooram The fort at Darapooram was taken by Fullarton on
pReeT: the 2nd June, and he was about to proceed towards
~ Fallarton ~ Coimbatore when he received an order from General
ﬁff:r}ifss Stuart directing him to join the main army at Caddalore.

Cuddalore.  Tn compliance with this order he arrived within three
! forced marches of that place, when intelligence of the
cessation of hostilities with the French enabled him to

Returns to ~ return to the south, where he commenced a series of
the' south. successful operations which continued until the close of
the war, and formed a striking contrast to the unsatisfac-

tory results obtained under the other leaders of the time,

Coote only excepted. He began by marching to Mellore

in the district of Madura where he left a strong party

%e‘.iuces the while he proceeded towards Shevagunga about 20 miles

ajah of

 Bhevagunga. further east. The Rajah fled on the approach of the
army, and a few days afterwards came to terms, con-

senting to discharge his arrears of tribute which were
considerable, and also to pay the sum of Rupees 90,000

in compensation for ravages committed in the Company’s

territory. Nearly half of this sum was paid at once, and

Takes the  security furnished for the remainder. Fullarton then

g,‘;’ijﬁnm_ determined to march against the Polygar of Panjalum-
coorchy, coorchy, and having made dispositions to conceal his

intentions, he reached the fort' on the 12th August, four
days after leaving Shevagunga, the distance traversed

1 Digtriet of Tinnevelly about 26 miles north-east of Palamcottah,
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having been about 100 miles. A battery of 18 pounders
Was constructed immediately on arrival, and fire having
been opened therefrom, a breach was made shortly after
dark, and as soon as the moon rose, the storming party,
composed of two companies of Europeans, supported by
the 13th and 24th Carnatic battalions, advanced to the

assault, The result was thus described by Colonel -

Fullarton :—

“ Our troops, after they gained the summit of the breach,
found no sufficient space to lodge themselves, and the interior
wall having no slope or talus, they could not push forward
from the summit as they advanced; the defenders were
fmerous, and oppoged us so vigorously with pikes and
musketry, that we were obliged at last to retire, and reached
the battery with considerable slaughter on both  sides.
Immediate measures were taken to renew the charge, but the
P olygars, disheartened with their loss, abandoned the place,
and sallied forth at the eastern gate. The corps posted round
the works were so exhausted by the preceding marches that
many of the fugitives effected their escape: the rest were
taken prisoners. The breach was covered with dead bodies,
and the place contained a large assortment of guns, powder,
shot, arms, and other military stores which were of course
applied to the public service. Forty thousand star pagodas
(1,40,000 rupees) were also found, and immediately distri-
buted ! to the troops.”

Leaving five companies of the 25th battalion to
garrison the fort, Colonel Fullarton marched against the
Chief of Shevagherry, then the most powerful of the
Southern Polygars, and our determined enemy throughout
the war, who had been guilty of many outrages, amongst

——

“This proceeding, althongh irregular, was confirmed by Government,
and was reported to have had a good effect upon the army, the native
Portion of which was then from 9 to 10 months in arrears of pay. The
Piiblic followers wore even worse off. ,

L.
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others that of the murder of Lieutenant Graham Campbell -
- who had fallen into his hands. The Chief evacuated
Shevagherry,! and retired to a stronghold in the mountain 1
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forest a few miles off. He was there joined by several
other Polygars who raised his force to between 8,000
and 9,000 men. The Colonel endeavoured to induce
them to submit, but without success, and he therefore
advanced against the place. The following is his

\ account of the fighting which ensued :— ¢

~ Atfack on his  « We refrained from hostility next day, but finding that they
e trifled with proposals, the line was ordered under arms on the
morning following, and we made the distribution of attack.
It proved as desperate as any contegt in that species of
Indian warfare; not only from the numbers and obstinacy
of the Polygars, but from the peculiar circumstances which
had acquired for this place, the reputation of impregnability.
The attack commenced by the Europeans and four battalions
of sepoys moving against the embankment which covers
the wood. The Polygars in full force opposed us, but our
troops remained with their firelocks shouldered under a heavy
fire nntil they approached the embankment ; there they gave
a general discharge and rushed upon the enemy. By the _‘
vigour of this advance we got possession of the summit.
The Polygars took post on the verge of the adjoining wood,
and disputed every step with great loss on both sides.

# After reconnoitring we found that the Comby * could not
be approached in front. We proceeded therefore to cuta road
throngh the impenetrable thickets for three miles, to the base
of the hill that bounds the Comby on the west. The
Pioneers under Ensign Cunningham labored with indefati-
gable industry: Captain Gardener of the 102nd supported
them with the Europeans, and Captain Blacker with the Srd

! District of Tinnevelly about 50 miles north-west of Palamcottah
elose to the Travancore boundary.

* A gtronghold in the mountains.
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and 24th Carnatic battalions advanced their field pieces as
fast as the road was cleared. These were strengthened by
troops in their rear forming a communication with those in
front. For thig prrpose two other battalions were posted

within the wood, and as soon ag we gained the embahkment,
the camp moved near it and concentrated our force,

“We continued to cut our way under an unabating fire
from 8,000 Polygars who constantly pressed upon our
advanced party, rushed upon the line of attack, piked the
bullocks that were dragging the guns, and killed many of
our people. But those attempts were repulsed by persever-
ance, and before sunset we had opened a passage entirely
to the mountain. It ig extremely high, rocky, and in many
Places almost perpendicular. Having resolved to attack from
this unexpected quarter the troops undertook the service and
attained the summit, The Polygar parties posted to guard
that eminence being routed after much firing on all hands,
We descended on the other side and flanked the Comby.
The enemy seeing us masters of the mountain, retreated
under cover of the night by paths inaccessible to regular
troops, and we took possession of this wonderfal recess.”

The 8rd and 9th battalions having been left behind
t0 secure the ordnance, stores, and provisions ' found
In the Place, Colonel Fullarton moved to the neighbour-
hood of Madura and received the submission of the
Polygars of that part of the country, after which he
Marched to Dindigul where he arrived about the 23rd
September, and found two strong detachments! which

! 500 Haropeans belonging to H.M.’s 78th, the Hanoverians, and the
Madraﬂ Regiment. The 16th and 218t Native battalions, and the grena-
diep Sompanies of the 6th, 13th, and 19th battalions. Thig detachment,
Under Colonel Stuart, H.M.’s 78th, with Lieutenant-Colonel Kelly in
Mmediate command of the Native troops, arrived at Dindignl abont
the enq of August.

Theseconddebnchment under Lieutenant-Colonel Elphinstone arrived
ou the 16th September, and was compased of 500 men of H.M.’s 101st
and 102ng Regiments, and of the 8th and 15tk Native battalions.

Yor, 1, 12
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had been sent from the main army fo join him. This
accession having raised his force to about 13,600 men,
of whom 2,050 were Europeans, he formed them into
brigades on the 25th September in the following
manner ;—

The first line was 'composed of the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd
brigades, and placed under the command of Colonel
Stuart, H.M.’s 78th Regiment.

The 1st brigade, under Lieutenant-Colonel Elphinstone,
consisted of detachments of the undermentioned regi-
ments, viz., H.M.’s 78th, 101st, and 102nd, the 15th and
16th Hanoverians, and the Madras European Regiment.

The 2ud brigade, under Lieutenant-Colonel Mackenzie,
consisted of the 1st, 7th, 15th, 19th, and 23rd Carnatic
battalions.

The 3rd brigade, under Lieutenant-Colonel Kelly,
consisted of the 3rd, 9th, 16th, 21st, and 24th Carnatic
battalions.

The second line, under Colonel Forbes, consisted of the

4th brigade, the cavalry and pioneers. '

The 4th brigade, under Lieutenant-Colonel Bruce, was

composed of a body of Topasses about 450 strong, and
of the 6th,! 8th, 13th, and 22nd Carnatic battalions.

Four battalions formed of the flank companies of the
army were attached to the second line and acted as
a bth brigade. Two of these were commanded by
Captain Maitland ; the others, composed of natives, were
under Captain Macleod of the 6th battalion.

The artillery, consisting of 56 guns and 4 howitzers,
was posted to the first line with the exception of 16 pieces
attached to the 4th brigade.

1 The 1st, 3rd, 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 18th, 15th, and 16th battalions are
represented by the regiments now bearing those numbers. The 218t
is the present 20th. The other battulions are not represented.

2R b it
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t had, up to that time, been the practice on the coast, CHAP. X.
to form the sepoys three deep, the Europeans two deep, Cnal Cador
and then to move by files with strong advanced and of march.
rear guards. The baggage was disposed of on the right

or left flank according to circumstances and covered by

a strong party. Colonel Fullarton took exception to this

method on the following grounds, viz. :—

“ A large army marching by files is many miles in length,
consequently there is little communication between distant
parts of the line ; neither can a Commander observe the whole
extent, and know the state of different divisions. If in
marching by files a movement to the front or rear is neces-
sary in line of battle or by corps, much time is lost in the
manceuvre, and in the precautions requisite in the face of an
enemy.”

To remedy those evils Colonel Fullarton formed his Disposition
army into five divisions, placing the Europeans in the e
centre with a sepoy brigade on each flank, one in front, Fullarton.
and another in rear ; the battering train and baggage were
covered by the brigade supposed least likely to be
attacked, and the troops were ordered to march in column
at such distances as to admit of their forming line
Speedily in any direction that might be required.

Barly in October the army marched towards Pulney, and aareh to Pal-
from thence towards Palghautcherry, reducing the forts ghautcherry:
at Cumalum, Chucklegherry, and Amnnamully by the way.

This march, especially that through the Annamully
forests, was attended with great difficulty and was thus
described in the Colonel’s report :—

“ From Anamully our progress became truly laborions: Anamully
we had to force our way through a forest twenty miles in forest.
depth, extending thirty miles across the pass of Palghaut,

Our object was to reach Calingode, & post on the western
side of the forest within fifteen miles of Palghautcherry.
The frequent ravines required to be filled up before ‘it was
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CHAP. X. possible to drag the guns across them ; innumerable large
AT trees which obstructed the passage required to be cut down
and drawn out of the intended track, and then the whole
road was to be formed before the carriages could pass. The
brigades were distributed to succeed each other at intervals,
preceded by pioneers in order to clear what the advanced
body had opened for the guns and stores that were to move
under cover of the rear division, While we were thus engaged,
an unremitting rain, extremely unusual at that season, com-
menced. The ravines were filled with water, the paths
became slippery, the bullocks lost their footing, and the
troops were obliged to drag the guns and carriages across
7 the whole forest.”
; 'g:gg:t?f The main body encamped about two miles from Pal-
cherry. ghantcherry on the 5th November. The pettah was
taken possession of two or three days later, and two
attacks were carried forward from thence, one against the
eastern, the other against the northern face of the fort.
The battering train and stores arrived on the 9th, and on .
the 13th fire was opened on the place from two batteries
at the distance of 400 yards, by which the defences were
nearly destroyed before sunset.

Heavy rain then commenced which was taken advant-
age of by Captain Maitland to make a sudden attack
with the flank battalion. The covered way was taken
possession of withont loss, and two bastions were also
seized and occupied, by which the enemy became intimi-
dated, and surrendered during the night. The fort was
described by Colonel Fullarton as remarkably strong and
capable of making a long defence. The sum of 50,000

Treasure pagodas (1,75,000 rupees) found in the place was divided
f;;’;’;;" the  ymongst the troopsin consideration of their necessities.
The 19tk battalion under Captain Dewar, with a few
o Europeans and irregulars, were left. to garrison the fort,
and the army marched to Coimbatore where it arrived on
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the 26th. A battery was immediately constructed, but CHAP. X.
the place surrendered before a breach was effected. A Surrender of
large quantity of ammunition, stores, and grain fell into Coimbatore.
our hands.

Immediately after this capture Colonel Fullarton made Preparations
preparations to advance against Suttiamungalum, and ;2:5,‘;?06
from thence to Seringapatam, hoping either to attack Serinls

; . ; patam.
that place at a disadvantage during the absence of Tippoo
then before Mangalore with a considerable army, or to
force him to raise that siege. These preparations had
been completed, and Fullarton was about to march, when
on the 28th November he received instructions desiring
him to restore all the places he had taken, and to retire Advance
within the limits possessed by the British on the 20th f;e"e“ted =%

; . X e Commis-
July preceding. These instructions emanated from the sioners.
English Commissioners! who, at the suggestion of Tippoo,
had been deputed by Lord Macartney to proceed to
Mangalore, there to negotiate a treaty, and who had

been invested with plenary powers.

Colonel Fullarton remonstrated strongly, pointed out Fullarton
the great advantage of his position, and intended 2:2?;3 mp
operations, and intimated his intention to remain at
Coimbatore until further orders ; but his reasoning was
of no avail, and about the middle of December he was
directed by Government to obey the instructions of the
Commissioners. He accordingly left Coimbatore, and
returning towards the south, he broke up his army
into three divisions, one of which was sent to Caroor,
another to the neighbourhood of Dindigul, and the third
to Covanoor on the borders of Madura.

1 Mr. Sadlier of the Civil Service, and Mr, Staunton, Private Secretary
to the Governor, were the two Commissioners first appointed. They
Wwere'afterwards joined by Mr. Hudleston, also of the Civil Service.
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CHAP. X. While on his march from Coimbatore Colonel Fullarton
Defeat of the detached Captain Maitland against' the Polygar Chiefs
gg’rl;le{’,]lgz}y' of Pylney and Veerapatchy with the grenadier corps,

4 a detachment of the 102nd, a party of artillery, and the
8th battalion of sepoys under Captain Dunwoodie.
Captain Maitland attacked the Polygars on the 11th
January 1784, and defeated them with loss. Captain
Dunwoodie was wounded, and 28 of his battalion killed
and wounded ; the casualties in the rest of the detachment i

have not been ascertained.
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Ordered to Colonel Fallarton had scarcely finished his arrange-
ﬁ;aiff.ﬁ;fe ments for cantoning the troops, when Government,
beginning to doubt the sincerity of Tippoo, sent orders

 desiring the Colonel to re-assemble his army, and to

retain possession, until the conclusion of the negotiation,

of all places taken by him which he had not already

given up in conformity with their previous instructions.

Commission-  In the mean time the journey of the Commissioners e
ers arrive at : !
towards Mangalore had been retarded on various pretexts,

Mangalore.
§ and they did not reach that place until it had been
evacuated by the British.
Treaty of On their arrival they were treated with marked indig- |
Lo nity, and the Sultan continued to postpone the settle-

ment of the conditions of peace until the intelligence
of the re-assembly of Colonel Fullarton’s army, and of
other preparations being made by Government, induced
him to sign the treaty on the 11th March 1784. All the
places taken by Fullarton were given up with the
exception of Dindigul, which was held pending the
release of the English prisoners. Cannanore was kept by
the Bombay Government on the same ground, while
Tippoo on his side retained possession of Amboor and
Santghur,
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OreraTioNs 18 Cuppapam, 1783.

Early in 1783 Government determined to effect a
diversion in the district of Cuddapah by supporting the
pretensions of one Syed Ahmed against Tippoo whose
authority was not firmly established in that part of the
country. In furtherance of that design, the 2nd and
17th battalions, under Captain Edmonds of the latter
corps, marched from Ongole about the middle of May,
and on the 80th of that month they came before the
fort at Cumbum which was taken by storm by the 2nd
battalion with the loss of nineteen killed and wounded.
The forts at Giddaloor, Cotah Cottah, and Yerramacoil
were taken soon afterwards. In July a reinforcement
arrived from Masulipatam under Major-General Thomag
Jones, H.M.’s 102nd Foot, with Major Lysaght as his
second in command. Captain Edmonds then returned to
command at Ongole, leaving Licutenant Arthur Stewart
in charge of his battalion. General Jones advanced to
the pass of Comarel from whence he detached Captain
Montgomery with eight battalion companies of the 2nd,
estimated at about 500 men, and two 6-pounders worked
by a few men of the 102nd. Captain Montgomery was
directed to proceed in advance to the fort a Budwail
distant about 38 miles, for the purpose of supporting Syed
Ahmed against an expected attack from Meer Cummur-
00l-Deen, one of Tippoo’s principal officers. On arriving
at Butlwail on the 27th August Captain Montgomery
Proposed to occupy the fort until the arrival of the rest of
the force, but this was strongly opposed by Syed Ahmed
on the ground that such a step would discourage his troops
and embolden those of the enemy. In consequence of this
Objection the detachment encamped in a grove about
Quarter of a mile from the fort. On the 29th orders
Were. received from General Jones desiring that hostili-
ties might cease, as a temporary ermistice had been

§
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concluded pending the discussion of the conditions of a
treaty of peace. On the forenoon of the 30th, Meer
Cummur-ool-Deen appeared with a force estimated at
6,000 horse, 2,000 infantry, and 6 guns, and approached
the fort. In reply to a flag from Captain Montgomery
he sent a messenger to say that he, Cummur-ool-Deen,
knew nothing of any peace, and that he was determined
to attack Syed Ahmed and to possess himself of the fort ;
but that Captain Montgomery might, if he pleased, retire
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unmolested.
Abtacked During this parley, the enemy’s guns, which had been
g::ligy%' 2a  Quietly advanced under cover of a field of tall grain
defeated. (jonaloo), suddenly opened fire, and the detachment,
having been charged unexpectedly at the same time by
two regiments of cavalry, was broken and dispersed
with the loss of field pieces, arms and colors. The loss
Casunltis,  in killed, wounded, and missing was estimated by

General Jones at about 270. Three Ensigns were
killed ; one Ensign, and the Native Commandant died

¥ " at Sidhout of their wounds. Several native officers,
and the Sergeant-Major were killed. Captain Mont-
gomery and three Ensigns were taken prisoners. One
hundred and forty-four sepoys, of whom fifty-six were
wonnded, made their way back to camp, and sixty-eight,
of whom twenty-nine were wounded, reached Nellore.
Captain Montgomery in a report made to Government
on his release in May 1784 stated that the sepoys
behaved well, that they repulsed the front attack of the
enemy, and did not give way until taken in rear by a
body of cavalry which had returned after having
defeated Syed Ahmed.

The detach- About the end of November Government agreed to
;z’::n‘;‘ﬁ; give up the fort and district of Combum in exchange

Cumbum. for the fort at Chittapet in the Carnatic, and the detach-
ment was then withdrawn to Masulipatam,
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ScARcITY DURING THE CAMPAIGNS or 1781-82.

Throughout these campaigns Sir Byre Coote’s corre-

CHAP. X.

spondence with Government is full of complaintsregarding .

the scarcity of provisions, and the difficulty experienced
In obtaining the smallest assistance from the Nawaub’s
officers throughout the country. He pointed out that all
monies and grain were retained for the Nawaub’s benefit
to the exclusion of the army, and that it would be
impossible to carry on the public service unless Govern-

ment. took some part in the executive management of
affairs.

The following extract of a letter from the General will
give some idea of the difficulties with which he had to
contend :—

“My Lorp AND GENTLEMEN,—It gives me much concern to
send you the enclosed copies of two letters which I have just
received from Captain Temple whom I left with a battalion of
Sepoys in Bomrauze Pollam to protect the sick, baggage and
. followers. I was obliged to leave them behind when I marched
to the relief of Vellore, and also to assist in the collection of
grain for the use of the army. The misfortune which has
befallen them will reduce us to the utmost distress, having
lost, besides baggage, the little stock of grain which had been
Provided forus. The Polygars do nothing in defence of their
eountries, and it is impossible for me to give them more protec-
tion than I have done without exposing the army to be cut off
in detail. When together, it is formidable, but when divided,
it is nothing-exposed to such superiority of numbers as Hyder

¢an bring against any part. It is impossible for me, My
~ Lord and Gentlemen, to pretend)to subsist this army under
the numberless disadvantages to which it is exposed in every
movement it makes to obtain supplies. Had the Nabob’s
Amildar at Triputty attended my snmmons, and the other
Polygars assembled their forces as I required they should,

the accident we have met with, might, nay, I will venture to
YOL, 11, 13
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say, would never have happened. Thig is a proof of the bad
consequences arising from the exercise of a separate authority,
and the support of a divided interest in the country at so
very critical a period which requives that every instrument
should be obedient to the grand axis upon which everything
turns. We have not now but one day’s rice remaining in
camp, and four days arrack for the Europeans. In this
unprovided state I know of no alternative But to move towards
Tripassore where I shall hope to find a plentiful supply of
rice, &e.  How to provide for the security of this place, and
with that expedition now necessary, I am much at a loss, as
the wants of the army have robbed it of the little provisions
there was in it.”

Caymp CHITTOOR,
13th November 1781.

A few days later the distress of the army was again
brought to the notice of Government by the General :—

* » * ’ #*

L ]

¢ Colonel Owen, who has commanded the rear guard, has |

just reported to me that numbers of the horses belonging to
the regiments of cavalry had dropped down dead on the
road, a circumstance not very surprising, seeing that they
had not had a grain of gram for these many days ; likewise
a great number of carriage bullocks, together with their
drivers, had, through hunger, fatigue, and the severity of the
weather died in the course of the night; that many more
with their loads had been lost, and that in coming along the
road to the camp he saw above an hundred human bodies of
the followers of all ages belonging to the army who had
perished through want and the inclemency of the season.
In short, that our line of march had more the appearance of
8 field of battle than anything else.
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“Many of the officers of the army are without even the
common necessaries of life, or a tent to cover them, but 1
must say, which does them the highest honor, that they have
never once betrayed a murmur.”

* ¥ *® *

Camp 5 miles from Naggery.

* * ¥* *

In consequence of these difficulties, the Nawaub, in
December 1781, was prevailed upon to execute a deed
transferring his revenues to the Company for five years
i order to provide for the defence of the Carnatic, one-
Sixth thereof to be reserved for his own private expenses ;
but ‘as the collections continued to be made by the
Nawaub’s agents they were either remitted to him, or
misappropriated as before, and no benefit was derived
from the concession until the close of 1782, when the
comutry thus assigned was placed under the direct
Management of the officers of the Company, and it go
femained until 1785, when it was surrendered in con-
formity with orders from the Board of Control. The
impolicy of this measure soon became apparent, but no
change was made until 1790, when Lord Cornwallis, and
the Supreme Government, authorised and directed the
Governor and Council of Madras to assume the manage-
faent of the revenues of the Carnatic during the war : —

“In order that the total amount of the collections might
be applied with fidelity and economy, in the proportions that
had already been settled, to defray the exigencies of the war,
and to support His Highness’ own family and dignity.”

Disrress or Tar NaTive Troors, 1781-84.
During the whole of this war Government were so
much in want of money that it was impossible to pay the
Hative troops. By the end of 1781 most of the battalions
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CHAP. X. were in arrears of pay for four or five months, and before !
e the close of the war they were creditors for periods
varying from eleven to twelve months.
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Moreover, the men found it impossible to exchange

Loss from
gii;:;‘g; the coins in which they were paid for anything like the |
value at which they were issued, and when the com-
mandants endeavoured to remedy this by establishing a
fixed rate, the shroffs, or money-lenders, absconded.
This state of matters naturally caused great discontent, X
pd which on several occasions ended in mutiny, not however
of a character which endangered the safety of the
; officers.
Discontent The first serious disturbance took place at Negapatam
;fioifgfder in December 1781 when the 6th battalion was paraded

© aguence, 1781. o receive an instalment of one pagoda per man on
account of their pay for September. The men com-
plained, and apparently with good reason, of the loss
they sustained owing to the rate of exchange, but they
became so disorderly and violent that Sir Hector Munro .
recommended that the battalion should be disbanded.
It does not appear what further notice was taken of this
affair, but shortly afterwards, the battalion, with the
exception of two select companies left with Colonel
Brathwaite, was sent to Trichinopoly. On the 28th
February 1782 Colonel Nixon reported that the same
battalion had refused duty on the plea that their families
were starving, and that he had been obliged to pacify
the men by an issue of the pay due to them for the
preceding November.

Brathwaite’s  In January 1782 Colonel Brathwaite reported the
: ‘};’;‘Qf“mm' existence of discontent amongst the native troops of hig
detachment from the same cause, but no disturbance or

refusal of duty appears to have faken place.

=
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Mr. Sullivan, the Resident at Tanjore, in a letter to CHAP. X,
Sir Byve Coote, dated in August 1782, gave the following . Sullivan’s
summary regarding the conduct of the troops in the recapitulation

of affairs in
south :— the South,

“In December 1781 the sepoys in Madura and Palam-
cottah showed alarming symptoms of discontent on account
of want of pay, and if private means had not been used for
their relief, there would have been a mutiny.

“ At Trichinopoly the same discontent existed in a gleatel

degree. In January 1782 part of the garrison marched out,
and it was apprehended they might have joined the enemy
had it not been for the personal influence of Colonel Nixon.
In February, after Brathwaite’s defeat, the garrison of
Tanjore was beleaguered for two months while the enemy
collected the revenues!® of the district.

“Barly in May the troops in the Madura country impri-
Soned their officers, until by private means, and assistance

“from Tanjore two months’ arrears were paid off.” :

It is remarkable that the misbehaviour of the native The discon-
troops should have been confined almost entirely to those o1t dpes nob
in the south, Sir Eyre Coote, in January 1782, men. Coote’sarmy.
tioned that one of the Bengal Native Regiments had
been disorderly, but with that exception, no discontent !
appears to have been shown in his camp up to that time,
although the men were equally in arrears with those
8outh of the Coleroon.

The distress of the troops at T'richinopoly having been cootg

romi remonstrates
Promimently brought to the notice of the Commander-in- (5 Govern-

‘Chlef he addressed Government in the following terms ment.
on the 25th January 1782

“I have the honor to enclose you a copy of a letter I have
Just received from Lieutenant-Colonel Nixon, commanding the

e o SN

1
Six lacks of pagodas supposed to have been taken, besides oattle

Y 5
ud provisions. The French fleet and army wore sapplied from this
Plunder, '
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garrison of Trichinopoly, the contents of which being of &
most serious nature, and such as require the most speedy.
redress, I recommend them to your immediate and mature
consideration that no time may be lost in checking by the
most seasonable means the progress of one of the most
dangerous symptoms that can discover itself amongst troops
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~—mutiny. j

“The anthority which your Committee® have taken over
the military operations of the southern froops, and the uncon-
stitutional delegation which you have made of your power
of military control to the Right Honorable the President for
the superintendence and direction of these operations, leave
me no other mode of applying remedies to the present or any
future inconveniences which may arise amongst the military
in that quarter, than the one I now adopt, of acquainting
you with such circumstances as come to my knowledge.”

Government Upon this, Government directed the issue of a sum

discharge the 4 0 L
arrears due to Sufficient to discharge the arrears due to the garrison;

Lhe BamISOn  pemarking at the same time that they had believed the

poly. country about Trichinopoly to be in such a state of
cultivation as to preclude complaints of the want of
subsistence.

Desertion in In the month of April the condition of the army owing

iﬁiﬁme to the want of funds was again reported by General
Coote :—

“ The weak state of this army is well known to you, but
the distress which it has long suffered for want of money to
pay off arrears is inconceivable.

# & # ®
“ Qur sepoys are in such a state as renders every attention

to them absolutely indispensible. They go off in numbers
every day; no less than twenty-six, nineteen of whom are

1 Sir Hector Munro had been entrusted with the separate command
of the Bouthern Army in November 1781, and the direct coutrol
thereof had rubsequently been assumed by Government,
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from Bengal, have deserted since the night I left the Mount, omap. X,
and there is no saying how long this spirit ‘may prevail e
among them.” Y

In July 1783, Major Mackay, commanding the artil- Distress of
lery with the army near Cuddalore, reported that the i?lfg‘;phe“
bullock maistries and owners of draught and carriage igggfige.
cattle were seventeen months in arrears without having
had any of their accounts settled during that time, and
he pointed out that they could not possibly continue to
80 on any longer without an advance of cash. This
report was duly submitted to Government by Major-
General Bruce then in command, but their means were
80 limited that no sensible relicf could be afforded.

This state of things continued until the end of the Arrears not
War, when Government made every effort to discharge f,?ég.“p i
the arrears due to the army, but this was not accom-

Plished until 1789, and then only by means of large
rémittances from Bengal,

- b is worthy of remark that while the British soldiers Extraordi.
Were always paid up to date, or nearly so, the native ;‘;ﬁ;eﬁ;‘,’fgfze
Ay, serving alien masters, was kept constantly in Army.
arrears for several consecutive years, mnotwithstanding

Which, and the oxtreme severity of the service, it steadily

resisted, with. few exceptions, the numerous offers con-

veyed by the emissaries of Hyder and Tippoo. Such

fidelity, under similar circumstances, is without parallel

n the military history of any nation.

The relations of the Bengal Government with that of Relations

ord Mueartnoy were sufficiently friendly at first, and %‘:,?éﬁuu?de

Fhe Pecuniary agsistance of which Madras stood so much Madras Goy.

1 - } ernments,
n.nee e s ded on more than one occasion, but 1781-84,
this did not last lon

‘ g ; the two Governments were soon
- HER ; ‘
Variance, and further aid was withheld,



The jealousy entertained by Warren Hastings against
Lord Macartnéy as his probable successor, aggravated
by the steady opposition of the Madras Government to

certain measures advocated by that of Bengal, has been
assigned as the principal cause of this state of maftters.
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Proposed The first of these proposed measures was the cession
&.ﬁgﬂe‘ﬁy. of the rich and extensive district of Tinnevelly to the
Dutch, together with the exclusive right to the pearl

fishery on the southern coast, in return for which the

Madras Government were to be furnished. with 1,000

European infantry, 200 European artillery, and 1,000

Malays, to be paid and maintained by the Hast India

| Company. Seeing that Government were not in want
’ of more troops, but of money wherewith to pay those
they already had, the acceptance of this proposal would

have increased their liabilities, while at the same time if

diminished the means of meeting them. This negotia-

tion, which had been carried on between the Bengal

Government, and the Director of the Dutch settlements

in Bengal, was suddenly dropped on reéeipb of the intelli-

gence of war in Europe. '

Proposed The cession of the Northern Circars to the Nizam
{;?jiéﬁ‘;rf i on condition of being furnished by him with a body of

iz oaxs. horse was another of the measures pressed upon the
Government of Madras. The Governor-General laid

much stress upon the value of the aid to be received,

while he depreciated that of the Circars as yielding only

a moderate revenue, while the extent of frontier rendered

it difficult of defence. In reply it was pointed out

that the collections for the year had amounted to 612,000

pagodas, that the extensive sea board of the Circars

afforded every facility for landing reinforcements should

they be required, and that the country was of great

importance on account of the manufactures it produced,



for which reasons Lord Macartney declined to give 1t
up without the special orders.of the Court of Directors.
Another important matter regarding which the two
Governments were at issue, was the assignment, of the
revenues of the Carnatic, an arrangement which had
been originally concluded with the approbation of the
Bengal Government, and the results of which had been
very advantageous. Nevertheless, early in 1783, on the
strength of certain ex parte representations, the Madras
Government were required to relinquish it. At this
very time orders had been received from the Court of
Directors approving of the measure, and requiring the
Co-operation of the Bengal Government in carrying it
out, but instead of obeying, that Government repeated
their orders for the surrender of the assignment to the
Nawaub. TLord Macartney, however, determined not to
comply, and the matter rested until 1785 when it was
setled by the Board of Control as mentioned above.

VOL. 11, 14
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Cavarry, 1780-84.

IheNawaub’s On the 25th August 1780, when Sir Hector Munro
’f:f‘:zlzo was about to march from the Mount to Conjeveram, the
march, 1780. pooiment of cavalry then in camp suddenly refused to
move unless their pay, then 14 months in arrears, was
immediately disbursed. The Nawaub haying refused to
R comply with this demand, and the Government being
without the means of doing so, the men were disarmed
and sent into Madras! with the exception of 56, most
of whom were officers and non-commissioned officers.
Owing to this defection the cavalry with the army was
reduced to the party of natives specified above, and
38 European troopers under Lieutenant Younge.

Colonel Two regiments accompanied the detachment under
%‘;i‘;ﬁfment, Colonel Cosby which marched from Trichinopoly in
August and joined the army at Chingleput when on its
retreat from Conjeveram to Madras. °
Cavalry with  Shortly after Sir Eyre Coote’s arrival from Bengal
Coote'sarmy. . November he formed the army into three divisions.
The 1st regiment of Nawaub’s cavalry was then placed in
the 1st division, and the 2nd, 8rd, and 4th regiments in
the 2nd division.
In the meantime Government having become alive to .

Four regi-
;fl‘:gt:hg“ke“ the necessity of ensuring more regular payments, deter-
Company’s  mined to take the four regimentsof cavalry into their
service. i

own serviceas & temporary measure. In furtherance of

this plan the field officers present with the army were
directed to frame rules by which the relative rank of the

1 On their arrival they were employed by the Nawaub’s son a8 his
Body Guard.
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Company’s Buropean Officers, and of those in the service
of the Nawaub, should be regulated, and to submit the
same for the decision of the Commander-in-Chief. This

haying been done, the result was published in the follow-
ing order :—

¢ Camp at the Mount, 26th December 1780.

“The Committee of Field Officers having assembled
Pursuant to order, and having given in their opinion to the
Commander-in-Chief, respecting the rank of Nabob’s officers,
10w paid by, and acting with, those of the ‘Company, the
Commander-in-Chief, agreeing with their opinion, directs that
the respective ranks of Nabob’s officers coming within the
above description, be ascertained and regulated in the manney
following L

“lst. All officers of the Company holding commissions
in the service of the Nabob to take rank agree-
able to the dates of their commissions in the
Company’s service.

“2nd. All officers of the Nabob not holding commissions
in the Company’s service to be considered as
Ensigns from the dates of their first commissions
in the Nabob’s service, but to rank nnder those
of the Company of the same year in which the
Nabob’s commissions bear date.

Y4 3rd. Ordered also that the officers of the Nabob’s
gervice, who are now high on the list of his army,
shall not at any future period, should it be

g ' This illiberal clause was excluded when these rules were revised
01784, The Nawaub's officers of cavalry were then admitted into the

Ompany’s service on fair terms, Amongst them were two distingunished
Officers, vi,, Captains, afterwards Major-Generals, Stevenson and Pater.
© former commanded a division which co-operated with Colonel
Arthor Wellesley during the Campaign of 1808.1804, and was considered
Ohe of the best officers in the service.

L5
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thought expedient to takeé them into the pay of
ek 5% the Company, be admitted to act in any other
rank but of youngest Captain. ‘

*4th, The Adjutant-General is directed to require from
the officers of the Nabob now paid by the
Company, and acting with their troops, their first
commisgsions in the Nabob’s service, to examine
their dates, ascertain the rank they are to hold
agreeable to theabove, and afterwards deliver the
same, properly arranged, to the Commander-in-
Chief. The Paymaster will at the same time
furnish the Adjutant-General with a list of the
officers of the Nabob now paid by the Company.”
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' Services of The four regiments were present at the battles of Porto
the 9avalY,  Novo, Polliloor, and Sholinghur in 1781 ; the 4th regi-
ment was also engaged in Colonel Owen’s action near
Chittoor in October of the same year.
Want of The establishment of a regiment of Nawaub’s cavalry
Cavalry,

1781-84. up to 1780 varied frem 800 to 500 men, but the
strength of those in camp in January 1781 did not exceed
200 in each. This accounts for Coote’s frequent com-
plaints of the want of cavalry. In his report of the battle
at Porto Novo he stated that all the guns and stores of
the enemy must have fallen into his hands had he been
furnished with a sufficient body of horse, and he made
similar remarks on several other occasions during the war.
‘ Battlo at The cavalry were not engaged at the battle of Arnee
Arnes, 1782. i1 Tnne 1782, having been required to protect the stores
and baggage. Coote in his report again deplored his
weakness in this arm :—
“There was nothing wanting to have enabled me on this

occasion to ruin and disperse Hyder’s army, but a respectable
body of cavalry. One thing is certain, that had I such &

corps we should have captured the greatest part, if not the
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whole of his cannon. What we did take was by infantry .

alone, for I was obliged to post the whole of the cavalry for
the protection of the baggage, of which, though in an
extensive and open plain, we did not lose a single cooly load.”

During the Campaigns of 1781-82 the regiments were
commanded by the undermentioned officers :—
'1st Regiment, Captain John Pater, Nawaub’s
service.
55 5 Edward Jourdan, Company’s
service.
3rd 3 % J. D. Stevenson, Nawaub's
service.

an

4th 8 % John Macalister, Company’s
service.
Colonel Cosby stood posted to the Ist Regiment and

¢ommanded the whole.

The cavalry marched with the army under Major-
General Stuart in 1783, and were present at the actions
before Cuddalore in June.

Detachments were employed in the south under
Colonels Brathwaite and Nixon during 1781-82, and
under Colonels Lang and Fullarton during 1783-84.

At the end of 1783 the cavalry was officered by 8
0&ptains, 12 Lieutenants, and 17 Cornets. Of these, 2
Captains, 1 Lieutenant, and 7 Cornets had been appoint-
ed to the cavalry branch by the Court of Directors ; 2
F’aptains, 4 Lieutenants, and 6 Cornets were officers of
Wfantry doing duty; 4 Captains, 7 Lieutenants, and 4
Cornets belonged to the Nawaub’s service.

Early in 1784 Lieutenant-Géneral Lang, then .com-
manding the army, brought the services of the cavalry
to the notice of Government in the following words :—

! ! None of these regiments are now in existence except the 3rd, which
'8 Tepregented by the present 3nd Regiment Light Cavalry. |

Command-
ants of
Cavalry,
1781-82.

Services,
1782-84.

Ofoers sory-
ing with the
cavalry, 1783.
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““The conduct of the cavalry during the war has been
such as to deserve every commendation. Owing to the
smallness of their numbers and necessity of making use of
them upon every occasion, they have undergone much
greater fatigue than other corps in the field. They have
ever cheerfully performed the services they have been em-
ployed upon, and appear entitled to every consideration from

(GGovernment.”

Note.—A small party of European cavalry, designated in the returns
as a troop, although it consisted of only 35 men of all ranks, served
during the campaigns of 1780-84. The Court of Directors, at the time
of the reorganization in 1796, had it in contemplation to maintain a
regiment of European cavalry and they sent out details of the estab-
lishment, but the matter went no further, and there does nof appear
to have been any European cavalry belonging to the Company after
the peace of 1784, when the troop was sent to Arcot and broken up.

1.
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ot ARrILLERY, 1780-84.

CHAP. X,

In September 1780 the number of Lieutenants in each é%ggmle;lstél'
o1, .
company of artillery was increased from two to three,

and shortly after the arrival of Sir Eyre Coote from
Bengal in November, he recommended the appointment
of Captain-Lieutenant to each company.

The eight senior Lieutenants were accordingly pro-
moted to that grade with the rank of Captain in the army,
and the vacancies o caused were filled up in the usual
anner. The eneral further recommended that, on
the arrival of the recruits of the season from England,
the Companies should be increased to 100 men, non-
Commissioned officers included, and that a company of
gun la.scars, consisting of 2 syrangs, 4 tindals, and 100
lascars, shoulq be attached to each company without
loss of time,

In December, shortly after the arrival of the de-
?‘:&Chment of Bengal artillery, the following order was
1ssued ;—

“The senior officer of the artillery corps in camp will
take upon him the command of both in all general detail,
taking care that the Bengal lascars shall always be on duty
With the men of their own corps.”

In October 1782 the establishments of the Quarter-
mastery of artillery were abolished for the time, and it
Was ordered that the repairs of carriages, and of arms
Were to be performed by the ‘artificers attached to the
Park,

On the 20th of the same month the artillery in camp
Was ordered to be completed by a draft of 80 men from
the Europoan infantry to be selected from the batta-

lon companies of regiments by Major Mackay of the
artillery.

Lascars
attached to
each com-

pany.

Command
of the Artil-
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establishment
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1782. )
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Infantry,



S}

112 HISTORY OF THE MADRAS ARMY.

-
ExciNeERs, 1780-84.

On the 9th July 1782 a return of officers of Engineers
shows the establishment to have consisted of 1 Lieute-
nant-Colonel, 2 Majors, 5 Captains, 3 Lieutenants, and

8 Ensigns.

EuroreaN INrFaNTRY, 1780-84.

Regiments In December 1780 Sir Eyre Coote issued an order
toparade  giaoting thatall corps should in future parade two deep,

two deep,

1780. unless particularly ordered otherwise.

Channel of Up to this time it would seem from the following order !
::Zf;‘;gﬂd' that the Commander-in-Chief had not always been the|

Government. channel of correspondence between officers of the army
and the Government :—

¢ Ordered that the channel of application on all military

business from officers to Government in fature, be through
the Commander-in-Chief of the Forces. Resolved that tem-

porary leave of absence be granted by the Governor to officers

doing duty in the garrison of Fort St. George, or town of

Madras, and to all other officers by the Commander-in-Chief."

Supersession  In August 1781, immediately after the junction of
ol 2{,,?2;";;,“1%31, the Bengal detachment under Colonel Pearse, a strong
remonstrance was addressed to Sir Eyre Coote by several

Captains of the Madras army complaining that they had

been superseded by many officers of the Bengal estab-

lishment who had been junior to them as Captains, but
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had recently been promoted in consequence of a large

addition to the number of Field Officers in Bengal, and
: praying that this grievance might be redressed in the
manner adopted in 1768 when the commissions of cer-
tain Captains of the Bengal army had been antedated
on their departure for the Carnatic. Sir Eyre Coote,
although admitting the reality of the grievance, declined
to interfere, principally on the ground that a number of
H.M.’s officers had also been superseded, and that a
compliance with the memorial would increase that evil.
He at the same time, in a letter to Government, expressed
himself strongly on the subject of the augmentation in
Bengal which had been made since his departure from
thence, and without his concurrence. The following is an
eéxtract from the letter in question, dated camp. Poona-
mallee, 18th August 1781 :—

“ When I was solicited to take upon me the station of
Commander-in-Chief in India, it was not only expected from
™me as duty annexed thereto, but pointed out as an object
deserving my attention, to introduce such regulations into
their military service in general, and in particular at Bengal,
48 would tend to preserve that order and economy so neces-
Sary to its being maintained on a creditable footing, and in a
manner the most consistent with the interests of the Honor-
able Company. It became consequently one of the first things
to which I turned my mind on my arrival at Bengal, and
that T might be as little misled as possible in the plan which
1t might be most proper to recommend and adopt, I searched
elvery record on military subjects, and was particularly attens
tive in examining the orders and regulations of my predeces-
80r8 in the command of the army in Bengal.

“From these, and from such information as I could collect
ff’om the oldest and most experienced officers on that estab-
lishment, I formed such a plan for the military there as

8Ppeared to me best adapted for its fature good management
VOL, 17, 15
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/

when acting by themselves, or with the troops of the other
establishments, and the most consistent with the interest of
my constituents. 3

“Tt was submitted to the Supreme Council, and I was
made happy in having it honmored with their approbation,
as it flattered me with the hopes of its being permanent, and
thereby realising to my employers those advantages which
I promised myself might result therefrom.

“But to my equal astonishment and concern, I had scarcely
left Bengal to come upon the present arduous service, when
new arrangements were deemed necessary, and that they
might appear to have the sanction of & military authority, a
provincial Commander-in-Chief was created, under whose
patronage and recommendation those arrangements were
carried into force.

“ Viewing them in the most impartial light they do not
appear to be calculgted to answer any one essential good
end; on the contrary I see them franght with many perni-
cious consequences subversive of all military good order and
subordination, burthensome to the Company from the very
heavy increase of expense they occasion, destructive to the
service by raising to commands young and inexperienced
officers, who in a subordinate rank would have been of the
greatest use in the detail of disciplining the troops, injurious
in the highest degree to the military service, both here and
at Bombay, from the uncommon and grievous supercession
of old, experienced, and deserving officers on hoth these
establishments, and with whom they are already acting on
gervice; and last of all in direct violation of the repeated
and expregs orders of the Court of Directors. '

“ s * * *

“T have already expressed my disapprobation of the whole
of the measure to the Governor-General and Council, and
disavowed all kind of connection with if, and upon such
grounds as I trust will stand the test when known at home,
and which having for their basis the reasons above adduced.
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. I hope they will also have their due weight with your
Honorable Committee as pleading my excuse for not propos-
ing any other remedy for redress of the hardships which
the officers on this establishment suffer, than requesting
that they may have the benefit of the Right Honorable the
- President, and Committee’s recommendation to the justice
of the Honorable the Court of Directors,”

During the campaign of 1781-82 several duels took
place with fatal results. The survivors were tried by
courts-martial for having been accessory to the deaths of
the persons killed, and were invariably acquitted. The
following is the finding of one of these courts, dated
camp at Velont, 18th September 1781 :—

*The Court having well considered the evidence for and
against the prisoner Captain Richard Scott,' together with
What he has urged in his defence, are of opinion that the
charge exhibited against him, viz., of his having been acces-
S0ry to the death of Major Samuel Kilpatrick, has been fully
Proved, but as through the whole course of the proceedings
many circumstances occur very favorable and alleviating,
they do therefore acquit him of any degree of criminality,
and he is hereby acquitted accordingly.

(Signed), GEORGE MACKENZIE,
Major 73rd Regiment, and President.”

In May 1782 Captain Bonnevaus, commanding the
Mad#as detachment at Trincomalee, reported the appear-
ance of an epidemic much resembling cholera :—

% Since the arrival of the fleet in this place, an epidemical
disorder is rising among white and black, and by it alone
Wo have lost at least 50 Europeans, with many blacks. It
S & oramp and ‘mal de chien’ which seizes those in best

hea,lth, and despatches them to the other world in less than
four honrs.”

! Both officers belonged to the Bengal Native Infantry.
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CHAP. X. About this time the exigencies of the service led to
T the formation of three companies of Topasses, one at
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Formation of
;‘;ﬁ‘z o Madura, and two at Tanjore. The establishment of
Topasses. each company was fixed at 6 Serjeants, 6 Corporals, 1

Drummer, 1 Fifer, 1 Puckally, and 75 Privates.

Proportion of  In August the number of private followers for whom

followers . ;
entitled to:  Tice was allowed to be drawn from the public stores was

xeceiye rice.  fixed ag given below :—

“ Major-General Stuart, or 2nd in command. 50
Colonel Lang, or officers of that rank ... 40

¢ Field Officers, each oo 1140
Captains e 20
Subalterns ... W 12
To every 100 non- commmswned rank and
file, Europeans o 14
To every 100 Native troops, mcludmg the
black commissioned officers ... R ()

Alterationin ~ The following alteration with respect to the diet of
scale of diet. 1
Buropeans was made in October :—

% For every 100 Europeans victualled, there is to be issued
75 1bs. of good wholesome bisquits, and 25 seers of rice,
besides which there is to be indented for to the grain keeper,
10 seers for the soldiers’ followers, and two seers for Euro-

pean women of every 100 men, and also 41 seers for public

followers.”
Flank Com. On the 24th December an order was issued fixing the
e number of officers for each flank company at one Captain

and three Subalterns.
In March 1783 it was notified to the army that, in

Military

f;"g’gt;;(ylge consequence of instructions from the Court of Directors,

(A;dvf’cstel' the office of Judge Advocate-General was to be con-
) eneral also, | A

1789, sidered as annexed to that of Military Secretary, ! and Mr.

John Hudleston was nominated accordingly.

i This office was always held by a Civilian until 1835,
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No Royal troops served within the limits of the Madras omHAP. X. .

~ Presidency from the time of the war with Hyder in 1767 ﬁoymm'

up to 1780, when H.M.’s 73rd Regiment arrived. When gz‘;ecgrggej‘ .

the 89th Foot came to India in 1754 it was agreed between Company’s

the Home Government and the Court of Directors.that g?;gr;;fdze

the officers thereof should take precedence of Com-

pany’s officers of the same grade, and a similar stipula-

tion was made on the embarkation of the 73rd. Galling

as this supersession must have been to" the old and ex-

perienced officers of the Company, it was comparatively

little felt so long as the Royal troops consisted of a single

regiment, but when considerable reinforcements arrived

during 1782, the grievance specified, added to & further

Supersession caused by the grant of local rank to many

of the senior officers of H.M.’s regiments, became too

intolerable to be borne without remonstrance. The

officers of the Bengal army had already addressed the

Court of Directors regarding a similar grievance, and

early in 1784, the Madras officers petitioned the King,

and also sent a memorial to the Court of Directors.

The following are extracts from the petition :—

“That in the infancy of the Company’s military establish- The Madras
ments in Hindostan when ltheir views were confined to the ggsear;ali’;:; R
Protection of a few factories, and their forces both small and this super-
ill-disciplined, the propriety of that distinction which wag %%51% b
made in favor of officers occasionally sent abroad by your . ; |
Majesty’s predecessors is sufficiently apparent; but the vast Petition to
accession of territory since acquired by the Company having the Kisg; \
Produced a proportional increase of military strength, and
having opened a wide field for the exertion of military talents
and experience, in which several officers of high rank in your
Majesty’s service have acted conspicuous parts as servants
of the Company in training and conducting their forces, your
Petitioners humbly offer to your Majesty's royal consideration, \
Whether so discouraging a preference onght to be continued.
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¢ That as the armies of the Company are chiefly composed

- of natives of various countries and sects lessentially differing

from each other in religion, language, and manners, the

study of these seems at least as necessary to unite the natives

in action as the knowledge of military discipline; and your

petitioners humbly conceive that officers of the Company

. possess peculiar advantages in this respect, exclusive of the

experience they have acquired of the situation and resources

of the different provinces in India which must considerably
advance their claims to your Majesty’s protection.

“ That the events of the different wars in India, and more
especially those of the present war, afford ample testimony
in favor of the Company’s armies, and of the state of perfec-
tion to which the native troops bave arrived, both in disei-
pline and in attachment to the British Government, and
your petitioners crave your Majesty’s permission to adduce
the distinguished and steady behaviour of those troops in
the most trying scemes of the Company’s fortune as an
incontestible proof of what they have advanced.”

Memorial to The memorial to the Court, from which the following
the Conrt of . 2
Divectons.  are extracts, entered more into detail :—

“To the hardship therein recited, another has occurred
still more mortifying, if possible, to us military men, which
is the local rank ! given indiscriminately to the superior ranks
of H.M.’s officers in the East Indies ; for if any compari-
son were drawn between the length of service (not to

1 Colonels (Regimental Lieutenant-Colonels) Bruce (102nd Foot) and
Campbell (36th) to be Major-Generals. .

Colonels (Regimental Majors) Ogle (62nd) and Adams ‘(101st) to
be Major-Generals. t

Lientenant-Colonels Stranbenzee (62nd), Macleod (42nd), Fullarton
(98th), Humberston (78th), Forbes (102nd), Gordon (101st), Floyd
(28rd L.D.) to be Colonels.

Majors Elphinston and Mackenzie (78rd), Catheart (98th), Mackenzie
(78th), Nash (28rd L. D.) and Knox (36th) to be Licutenant-Colonels.

Captains Bterling (86th), - Barry (62nd), Campbell (100th) tc be
Lieutenant-Colonels.

Captein Gratton (100th) to be Major.
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say experience) of these officers, and those of the Company,
it would be found that excepting a few instances, the latter
had served in each rank at least double the time of the former,
and during that time had opportunities of acquiring a prac-
tical knowledge of their profession to qualify themselves for

the duties of the different ranks at which they had arrived by

regular and progressive succession.

& * * ¥

““Ag the Company’s establishment on the coast of Coro-
mandel consists of only one General Officer, two Colonels,
four Lieutenant-Colonels, and four Majors of Infantry, it
must evidently appear to the Honorable Court that no Field
Officer in their service can at any time have the command
of any detachment, or part of the army while there are
five Major-Generals, seven Colonels, and nine Lieutenant-
Colonels in H.M.’s service placed by local rank above them,
and that all stations of distinction and consequence in the
military line must be held by King’s officers alone, most of
whom are perfect strangers to the mode of carrying on war
in Tndia; while your own officers, who to the knowledge
of every part of the country joined to that of the manners,
language and customs of the natives, act in a subordinate
Sphere where that knowledge, so essential to the good of
the service, can be of little effect.

“Mo mark this bardship on the Company’s officers the

- more strongly, your memorialists beg leave to observe that

H.M.’s officers, to whom such local rank has been given,
came to India with their corps, and although they should
only have acted in their regimental ranks, have been ap-
pointed, in consequence of their local rank, to the com-
mand of lines, wings, and brigades of the army chiefly
composed of Company’s troops, wkile their own corps have
been left in the command of officers who had been too
short a time in the service to have had opportunities of
acquiring experience equal to the importance of such a
charge,”

L.
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CHAP. X. Several writers of the time have borne testimony to
Professionay UD€ professional merits of the Madras officers at this
;“ﬂg’c’ie‘:s";f the period. Colonel Fullarton, HL.M.’s 98th Regiment, who
m Coals';so commanded the Southern Army in 1783-84, thus ex-
86. % ~ pressed himself on the subject in aletter to the Madras

Government dated in January 1785 :—

“ The officers on the coast are habituated toact in emergen-
cies with a facility that few subordinate officers in Europe
ever have a prospect of acquiring. Before an officer attains

" the rank of Captain, he must unavoidably have been often
charged with the command of parties on distant marches,
in the conveyance of stores, in the guard of posts and strong-

4 holds, in the business of collection, and menacing of refrac-

tory polygars ; together with every other series of duty
which can oceur. From hence it will be found that there
are fow services indeed where so many men possess the
practical requisites of an officer. How strongly have zeal,
knowledge, and ability been exemplified during the late
contest by those who command your sepoy battalions. With
what address did they soothe the sufferings of their soldiers,
relieve their wants, and restrain the well-grounded clamours
of men whom the public necessities had left in extremity

of distress!”

Captain Innes Munro, H.M.’s 78rd Regiment, wrote
of them as follows :(—

“ Al the Company’s European officers are promoted by
regular rotation ; which, with the frequent opportunities they
have of seeing service, gives them a vast fund of professional
knowledge. They are fortunate who arrive at a company
after twelve or fourteen years’ service, by which time their
exemplary, and assiduous attention to duty and discipline,

renders them fit to be entrusted with the most important

command.”
Such having been the state of things it is only natural

that the Company’s officers should have been disgusted
and mortified by the existence of a regulation which
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subjected them to ‘supersession of the most unusual CGHAR SN
character,
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Two instances of this were cited by Lieutenant- Extraordi.: |
General Lang when submitting the petition and memo- stanees of
nial to the Government of Madras for the purpose of SEPSHSSESER
their being transmitted to England : —
“A young gentleman, a Lieutenant in H.M.’s service only
14 years’ old, by his ranking above the Company’s officers, -
was (from the routine of the service) in the face of the
enemy, and at a most critical time entrusted with the com-=
? mand of a picket consisting chiefly of natives who had long
been commanded by a Company’s Lieutenant of 14 years’
standing, and who in consequence was obliged to serve nnder
him, '
“ Another instance, I shall mention, was in command of a
detachment, from the arm y ‘where a Captain who had served
the Company for the space of 17 years with credit and
ability, and had obtained by experience a thorough knowledge
of the manners, language, and customs of the troops com-
Posing the detachment, was obliged to submit to the com-
mand of a Captain who had been but 26 months in H.M.’s
service, and was but lately arrived in this country.”

The principal grievance complained of was redressed Principal
. ; \ ¥ AR ovance
in August 1788, but it was not until the re-organization ?&i‘;‘;ﬁﬁd o
of the army in 1796 that a fair proportion of field officers.. 1758
Was granted to the service. ' i

In March 1784, shortly before the peace, an order Officers on
from ﬁhe Court of Directors was published to the army Iﬁi}fgp‘:nob
I which it was announced that no officer returning to t? benefit by

. o eps.

Europe, except on medical certificate, should benefit by g

any step which might take place during his absence.

YOL. 11, s 16
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CHAP. X.

——

Narive InranTrRY, 1780-84.

fggomd;tﬁ}n of  In September 1780 Lieutenant Joseph Moorhouse of
Pioncers, the artillery, then Commissary of Stores, and entrusted
1150, with the general supervision of working parties, re-
commended the formation of two companies of Native
Pioneers ! in supersession of the common laborers there-
tofore temporarily employed in that capacity as occasion
might require, who were not only inefficient, but apt to
throw down their working implements, and fly on the
appearance of an enemy. Government, having approved

of the proposal, the following order was issued :—

Forr Sr. Groree, 30TH SrpreEmMper 1780,

‘“The Honorable the President and Select Committee are
pleased to direct that two companies of Pioneers be raised as
soon as possible by the Commissary of Stores, each company
consisting of 2 Sergeants, 3 Corporals, 5 Havildars, 5 Naigues,
and 100 Black Pioneers. The Havildars to be paid 33
pagodas per month, the Naigues 23 pagodas, and the private
Pioneers to have 2 pagodas per month paid by rolls signed
by the Commissary of Stores to the army. The Pioneers
to be clothed in blue jackets, and to be armed, 50 of each
company, with light pistols, and 50 with pikes six feet long.

“ When these Pioneers are raised, they are to be employed
with the army to clear and mend roads, &e., instead of
mamooty men, for whom no charge is then to he made.

“ The stoppages from the above corps as those made from
the sepoy corps for half mounting, and they are to he

I The Pioneers were officered from the Infantry up to 1881, in which
year they were placed under officers of Engineers, and regularly
instructed in gapping and mining. The corps is now represented by

the “ Queen’s Own Madras Sappers and Miners.”
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supplied with the same articles, the jackets ounly to be blae
instead of white.”

Up to this period the sepoys provided their own tents
when on service, and were also not infrequently obliged
to use them in garrison for want of sufficient hutting
accommodation ; but in October 1780, Government, upon
the recommendation of the Commander-in-Chief, re-
solved to furnish tents in future from the public stores
without charge. It was at the same time directed that
no stoppages should be made from the pay of the sepoys
on account of slops or half mounting, but that they
should be permitted to provide their own. ‘

During the same month, the discretion regarding
Promotion in the commissioned ranks, which to a certain
extent had been vested in Commandants, was revoked
by the following order :—

“In all promotion of sepoy officers, the Captains of the
battalions are in future, always to recommend the officers
next in rank to fill the vacancy, which is to be mentioned in
the certificate of the recommendation.”

In January 1781, most probably in consequence of the
general disinclination to embark for service in the Car-
natic which had been evinced by the Circar battalions,
Government issued an order directing that a gratuity,
€qual to two months’ pay, should be paid to every man 'of
a Circar battalion who might embark for service, either
I the Carnatic, or in the other Presidencies. The
Carnatic battalions were promised a like advantage in
Case of their being called upon to go by sea, either to the
Northern Circars, or to Calcutta or Bombay.

} The plan of brigading the Bengal and Madras native
mfantry together during the war, instead of separately,
appears to have led to frequent quarrels, for on the

22nd September the following order was issued on the
Subject

I
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*“The General is much concerned to have so many réports
daily of disputes between the Bengal and Coast sepoys.

“The appellation ‘ Bengalee’ made use of by the Coast
sepoys should be particularly explained to their men by the
Officers Commanding the Bengal native corps, as the general
designation by which the sepoys of this country know those
of the other establishment, and without attwchmg to it the

same meaning as it has in Bengal. ;

“The General expects he will not again have occasion to
address the Commanding Officers of the native corps on
this subject, and that they will, by every possible means,
promote the concord and unanimity which ought ever to
subsist amongst soldiers who are to consider themselves as
brothers fighting in the same cause, and to draw their swords
only against the common enemy.”

The day after the battle at Sholinghur, the  General
issued an order to the effect that the 2lst Carnatic
battalion should be allowed a Jemadar extra to the
establishment for the purpose of carrying the standard
which was taken by the battalion in that action. This
privilege is still enjoyéd by the 20th Regiment which
represents the 21st battalion,

On the 21st October the following order was published
in camp at Atmancherry in the Chittoor Pollams :—

“The Commanding Officers of the Bengal native corps
are directed to take every opportunity of instructing their
men in the exercise practised by the Coast troops. Their
drill Havildars and Naigues to be first instructed, and the
Officers Commanding the Coast battalions to give them every
assistance in their power.”

On the 4th April 1782 an order was issued for the
formation into six! regular battalions of certain local
corps raised since the commencement of the war. The
22nd and 23rd battalions had already been formed and

! These six battalions were reduced in Angust 1785,
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numbered at Tanjore during 1781 ; the remaining four,
viz., one at Trichinopoly, one at Madura, and two at
Madras, were now numbered from the 24th to the 27th
cousecutively. i :

The supernumerary levies remaining after the forma-
tion of the new battalions were drafted to complete the
old battalions then serving in the south, viz., the 1st,
3rd, 6th, 7th, 10th, 13th, and 19th.

About the same time orders were given for the forma-
tion of several strong independent companies at Trichi-
nopoly, Madura, and Palamcottah, with the view of using
them as depdts from which to recruit the regular army.

Additional Buropean officers were appointed to the
Corps of Sebundies in Tanjore, and in the Northern
Circars ; and the number of marksmen was increased to
160 men of all ranks, to be divided into two companies.

At this period it appears that good service was occa-
sionally rewarded by the promotion of relatives of indivi-
duals who had distinguished themselves. The following
order issued the day after the battle at Arnee is a case in
Point : —

“The Commander-in-Chief very much laments the loss of

Meer Saleh, Commandant of the 4th battalion, killed yester-
day, as a brave and faithful soldier of the Company; he is
Pleased to promote his eldest son Tippoo Saib to be Jemadar,
and his second son Mahomed Saib to be Hayildar in the 4th
battalion,”

.In October the Corps of Guides was reduced to a few
h’PCarrahs, all the effective sepoys belonging thereto
being sent to rejoin their respective corps.

On the 29th November orders were issued for the
“mpletion of the establishment of the 12th battalion,
SIX companies of which had been taken at Cuddalore in
April, The remaining four, viz., the two grenadier
“Ompanies servi ng with the army, one company doing duty

/
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CHAP. X. with the 15th battalion, and one in garrison at Wandiwasb 5
formed the nucleus, and the battalion was completed by
incorporating three companies of the 7th, and by drafts of
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supernumeraries. /
Trincomallle  In January 1783 the prize money for the capture of

-f;:ée TOREYs Mpincomallee was paid to the troops in the following
proportions :—
RS,
Sergeants, Subadars, and Jemadars, each Dy
Havildar, Naigue, Sepoy, and Puckally ,, Va0t
Drummer, each e 333

The Commander-in-Chief directed the publication of
the distribution in general orders, and desired that it

] ' might be explained to the native corps of both establish-

ments ““to show the care that is taken to have justice
done to the sepoys who go upon service wherever they
are required.”’ ;

Collery A few days after the attack on the French lines abt

Company. ¢y, qdalore in June 1783, the Commander-in-Chief directed
the formation of a company of Polygars or Colleries, to
be called the Collery company, and to be employed on
ont-post duties. This company, which was composed of
drafts from the native battalions then in camp, consisted
of 1 Subadar, 2 Jemadars, and 50 rank and file, and was
placed under Lieutenant Sundt.

" Grade of On the 5th November the grade of Captain-Lieutenant
g?f;?;ﬁ;nb was re-introduced in the infantry, and the establishment
:ﬁ:t?“;?g::lry. of Buropean officers for each native battalion was fixed

at 1 Captain, 1 Captain-Lieutenant, 2 Lieutenants, and
7 Ensigns.

The Captain-Lieutenants were to have the rank of
Captain in the army, and were not eligible for either of
the regimental staff appointments. This alteration was
made in consequence of a petition from the subalterns of
infantry who complained that the restoration of the grade
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of Captain-Lieutenant in the artillery at the recommen-
dation of Sir BEyre Coote in 1780 had been the cause of
. grievous supersession, which they thus described :—

“Tt is only requisite to say that Lieutenants of infantry
of above 13 years’ standing have the mortification to be
commanded by Captain-Licutenants of artillery whose names
have been but little more than 4 years on the list of the
army.”’

Government when conceding the request of the peti-
tioners, issued an order from which the following is an
extract :—

“ The Right Honorable the President and Select Committee
have made this promotion in the infantry line, not only with
a view to the utility and advantage which must accrue to the
public service from ensuring to each sepoy corps, officers of
rank and experience, but also in consideration of the gallant
and meritorious services of the subalterns with the army in
the late trying campaigns, and at the same time to cause a
more equal rise in the different corps of this establishment.”

In January 1784 a company of Light Infantry under a
Subaltern was attached to the Governor’s Body Guard.
This company was composed of drafts in almost equal
proportions from the 1st and 12th battalions then in Fort
St. George, and consisted of 1 Subadar, 2 Jemadars, 5
Hayvildars, 5 Naigues, 2 Drummers, and 100 Privates. .

On the 6th of the same month, Golonel Fullarton, then
In camp at Dindigul, made the following report regarding
the good conduct of the native troops under his command:

“The troops have carried their provisions on their backs
from Palghautcherry to this place, and have enough remaining
to subsist them as far as Madura,' being nearly 200 miles. I
mention this circumstance, my Lord and Gentlemen, as a proof
of the willing spirit of your sepoys in this quarter who have
borne all their hardships with alacrity seldom equalled, and
never surpassed.”’

|

J0

CHA®. X

Infantry
attached to
Body Guard,
1784.

Willing
spirit of the
sepoys with
Fullarton’s
army.



G,

128 HISTORY OF THE MADRAS ARMY.

[
CHAPTER XI.

FROM THE PEACE IN MARCH 1784, TO THE COMMENCE-
MENT OF THE WAR WITH TIPPOO IN MAY 1790.

CHAP. XI. Immediately on the conclusion of peace, Captain
. Muirhead, with the 20th battalion, was deputed to
take over certain forts in the Carnatic which we had
lost during the war. The places then restored were
Arcot, Arnee, Kylasghur, Chumbarghur, Mymundalum,
Carnaticghur, Gingee, Thiaghur, Gunjenghur, Rawat-
nellore, Virdachellum, Rungenghur, and Palamcottah.!.
The fortifications at Arcot had been mnearly entirely
destroyed ; the remaining forts, with two exceptions,
were reported as being in good repair.
The Bongal On the 19th April the Bengal troops received orders
;‘;‘;3113251,9;";54_ to march for their own Presidency, on which occasion
the Madras Government expressed their high sense of
the distinguished services of the detachment, and of|
Colonel Pearse by whom it had been so efficiently com-
manded. AN '
Prisoners Although it had been agreed that all prisoners should
detained in = ho poloased immediately on the conclusion of the treaty,

" Mysore.
yet a very considerable number, Europeans ag well as
natives, were detained and never given up, notwith-
f standing that special application was made for their
release.
Bimilar The treaty of 1769 had been infringed in a similar

infri 17 (IR
L’f{;’:ﬁ;‘;ﬁi‘y manner, for when the officers of Baillie’s detachment

of 1769 arrived at Seringapatam in 1780 they found two soldiers

1 In South Arcot, on the road to Trichinopoly.
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named Samuel Spencer and John Wilton who had been
taken at Erode in 1768. It appears that these men
had been detained on account of their qualifications as
armourers. ;

During 1785 several letters were received in Madras
from prisoners in Mysore. One of these dated at Serin-
gapatam on the 2nd November was from Lientenant
Rutledge, Madras Artillery, who had been taken near
Vellore in 1782 when with Ensign Byrne’s detachment.
In this letter he mentioned that about 80 Europeans!
captured by Admiral Suffrein were still in prison, also
about 30 sepoys of Baillie’s force, an equal number of
Bombay sepoys taken at Bednore, and about 25 artificers.
Some of these subsequently made their escape, but the
majority were never heard of again.

It seems that this breach of faith was not confined to
men belonging to the service, for it is stated by Wilks
that although about 2,000 inhabitants of the Carnatic,
who had been carried off from their villages into Mysore,
were permitted to return, yet at least one hundred times
that number remained in captivity.

On the 15th April nearly 1,200 2 Europeans, including
officers, and about 3,000 sepoys, with several hundred
servants and camp followers who had been confined ab

! Ahout 50 officers and warrant officers, and some 400 seamen, were
t":‘k‘EH lf)y Suffrein in the * Hannibal ” frigate, and in the * Resolution,”

Fortitude,” and other vessels. All of these were delivered over to
Hyder near Cuddalore on the 30th June 1782, although -the Admiral
muss have been well aware of the barbarous and inhuman treatment
to fvhich he thus subjected them. They were all put in irons, and
sent to Seringapatam on foot in that condition.

? Of these, 84 artillerymen, and 1,621 sepoys, including officers,
belonged to the Bombay Hstablishment. The numbers in the text
aro taken from the report of Government to the Court of Directors,
‘;S'ted.t}th June 1784. The account given in the *Memoirs of the

"ar 1n Agia,’’ and which lus been followed by Wilks, is somewhat
different.

VOL, i1, : 17
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Seringapatam, Bangalore, and other places, were assem-
bled at Ooscottah in Mysore, where they were formally
made over to the officer’ deputed to receive them, and
they arrived at Vellore on the 25th of the 'same month.

Those who had been imprisoned at Bangalore, and at
Bednore, appear to have been comparatively well treated,
but the sufferings of the officers at Seringapatam,
Chittledroog, and other forts were very severe. Most
of them were in fetters for several consecutive years,
others were ironed both hand and foot. All were nearly
naked. Their allowance,® supposed to cover every-
thing, was at first about  seven pence a day, and after-
wards about six pence.

Several officers died from natural causes during their
imprisonment, but it was reported at the time that many
had been poisoned, or otherwise made away with. Cir-
cumstantial accounts of the murder of General Mathews
having been ‘current in Madras, Colonel Brathwaite,
immediately after his release, was called upon by Lord
Macartney for any information he might possess on the
subject. The Colonel replied in a lengthy communi-
cation, the substance of which was to the effect that
although it was not in his power “to account for the
deaths of several officers, without concurring in the
general belief that they died by violence of some kind,”
yet he was of opinion, for certain reasons given, that no
undue means had been resorted to in the case of General
Mathews. With reference to the officers generally, it may

1 Captain, afterwards Lieutenant-General, Sir Thomas Dallas, G.C.B.

2 8ee Appendices P and Q for an account of messing, &ec., &e., in
prison, taken from the « Memoirs of the War in Asia,” London, 1788,
From internal evidence it would seem that this work must have been

enant Alexapnder Read, A.D.C. to Colonel Baillie. He

written by Lieut
was afterwards distinguished as a Political and Civil Officer, and was
it was ceded to us in 1792.

placed in charge of the Baramahal when i

I
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be remarked that the malarious fevers of Chittledroog,
Savandroog, and other' hLill forts in the Mysore country
were sufficiently deadly to have caused the death of
any Huropean confined therein for any length of time.

An instance of fidelity on the part of a distinguished
native officer who died in prison rather than accept
service under Tippoo is too remarkable to be passed over
n silence, and cannot be better described than in the
words of Government when granting a pension to his
nearest heir on her being found in Seringapatam ‘at the
capture of that place in 1799.

“G.0.G., Fort St. George, 26th May 1800.

‘“The Right Honorable the Governor in Council has deemed
himself fortunate in discovering the near connections of Com-
mandant Syed Ibrahim, who have survived the long captivity
and death of that faithful, honorable, and distinguished
officer. \

2. It will bein the recollection of the army that Syed
Ibrahim commanded the Tanjore Cavalry in the year 1781,
Was made prisoner during that year, was repeatedly invited
by the late Tippoo Sultan to accept service in Mysore under
the most, brilliant promises, and under the repeated recom-
mendations of his fellow prisoners, the British officers, until
their release in the year 1784 ; that after the release of the
British officers, Syed Ibrahim, Commandant, was removed
to the fort of Cowly Droog,! where he suffered the hardships
of a rigorous confinement, and unwholesome food, intended
to have produced that acquiescence which the Sultan’s invita-
tions had failed to procure.

“ 3. His Lordship therefore experiences the most cordial
8ratification in pointing out to the native troops of this Estab-
lishment, the memorable example of attachment and fortitude

! In the district of Nuggur, about 12 miles south of the town of
Bednore or Nuggur,

L
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CHAP. XI. exhibited by Syed Ibrahim in resisting the earnest solici-
iy, tations, in supporting the oppressive cruelty of the late
Sultan, and in finally laying down his life as a sacrifice to the

duties of fidelity and honor. ‘

“ 4, In order to manifest his respect for the long services,
the exemplary virtue and impregnable fidelity of Syed Ibrahim,
the Governor in Oouncil is pleased to order and direct that
the amonnt of his pay as Commandant of cavalry, being fifty-
two pagodas, and twenty-one fanams per month, shall be
conferred as a pension for life on his sister, who left her home
in the Oarnatic to share his misfortunes in captivity, and who
was subsequently wounded in the storm of Seringapatam.

« 5, Inorder also to perpetuate His Lordship’s sense of the
Syed’s truth and attachment to the Company’s service, the
Governor in Council has ordered a tomb to be erected to his
memory at Cowly Droog, with an establishment of two lamps,
and a Fakir for the service of the tomb according to the rites
of his religion.”

Discontinu- On the 26th September 1784 it was announced that

ance of Batte. 1] patta was to cease from the 1st October, from which
date the Buropeans in the cantonment of Arcot, and those
in the southern army were to receive half batta up to
the lst January 1785, when all batta whatsoever would |
be discontinued. This order created much discontent|
throughout the army, Royal as well as Company’s. A
change in the method of victualling the European troops
was ordered at the same time, and was introduced in such
a hasty and inconsiderate manner as to cause a mutiny *
in one of H.M.’s regiments at Arcot, which was fortu-

nately suppressed without loss of life.

1The order of the 26th September was not received by the Officer
Commanding at Arcot until the evening of the 1st. October, but the
Qivilian Paymaster, having been previously furnished with a copy, acted
npon it, and stopped the rations and arrack on the morning of the 1st
without communicating with the Officer Commanding the Station, so that
the men had no time to make arrangements to supply themselyes.
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Remonstrances poured in from all quarters. Ome
memorial from the Company’s officers serving to the south
of the Coleroon, and in the cantonment of Arcot, was
signed by Lieutenant-Colonel Kelly and 254 others.
Similar memorials were forwarded about the same time
by officers at other stations, viz., one from the King’s and
Company’s officers at Bllore, dated 2nd December, in
which the names are mnot given, one from the officers
H.M.’s 78th regiment, and the Hanoverians in the south,
dated 11th December, signed by Lieutenant-Colonel
Mackenzie and 22 other officers of the 78th, and by Major
Honey and 17 other officers of the Hanoverians. Many
officers of the 23rd Light Dragoons, and of H.M.’s 36th,
52nd and 73rd regiments also addressed Government on
the subject.

The memorial first specified was the most important,
and the most ably argued. It commenced by setting forth
that the allowance of half batta had been discontinued in
1776, but had been restored after a few months, having
been found indispensable, more particularly in the case
of Subalterns. It went on to say that prices in 1784
were on an average 120 per cent. higher than they had
been in 1776, exclusive of imposts introduced since the
commencement of the last war, and which were still
permitted to be exacted by the native powers subject te
the British Government, on all necessaries passing from
the coast to the interior.

The memorialists further dwelt on the unusual expenses
which they had unavoidably incurred during the war
owing to the high prices, and to the necessity of carrying
with them supplies for their own subsistence, and that of
their followers ; a necessity never before experienced, inas-
much as in every preceding campaign a bazaar, or
market, had accompanied the army. They adverted to the
length of time they had been kept without pay, ip conse-

L
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quence of which they had been compelled to horrow at
great disadvantage, and concluded as follows :—

¢ At the moment of writing this, the army is at an average
above 12 months in arrears, a circumstance unheard of before

in any service. We have been told that these arrears are

to be liquidated, but have not had the satisfaction "to be
informed in what manner,® or when that may be expected.”
“Tt is strictly within the modesty of speech to say that no
body of officers in any service have ever soffered so much from
the want of pay as those in the Honorable Company’s service

-during the late war, and from its consequences still continue

to experience.
“ We beg to remark, my Lord and Gentlemen, that our

necessities are great, the demands of our creditors urgent,
and that the younger part of the army, after selling wearing
apparel, and other necessaries for their immediate subsistence,
find great difficulty in providing for the wants of nature, and
in supplying the humble meal for the day.

¢ Deprived of half batta® we ghall be pinched in our very

1 Bills, or promissory notes, were afterwards granted by Government
for the whole or part of those arrears, but their credit was so bad that
the officers conld not raise money upon them at a lower rate of discount
than 40 per cent.! After the receipt of a large sum from Bengal in 1786,
the rate was reduced to 30 per cent. which the discounters represented

ag perfectly moderate !

2 Golonel Fullarton, although a warm supporter of Government,
could not concur in the propriety of this reduction, and thus expressed
himself on the subject in his letter dated 7th January 1785 :—

 Your Government has exhibited a political phenomenon unprece-
dented in the annals of mankind. A state, or public, indebted almost to
every individaal in its service, and yet the functions of authority
continuing unimpeded by any serious commotion. Several circumstances
ver have sufficiently denoted the hazard of such a situation.
When the embarragsments resulting from a treasury exhausted, & country
desolate, and a credit ruined in the prosecution of a destructive war,
impelled you to direct that ali allowance of batta should cease at a period
when the arrears of the army, and distresses of the country réndered that
indulgence,
sable, the remonstrances, and vigo
evineced the public danger of uni
against the Government.”

howe

rous measures adopted by the Military,
ting the individuals of @ community

or more properly, that right of the army, peculiarly indispens
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existence, and left without the means of supporting with
propriety the stations we have the honor to hold ; under
which predicament we cannot answerfor that zeal and exertion
which, it may be fairly presumed, have saved to the Honorable
Company their possessions in the Carnatic.

“We hope, my Lord and Gentlemen, that you will take this
Statement of facts, laid before you without exaggeration, into
your most serious consideration, and that from your justice
they will induce a continuation of half batta in those
provinces where it used to be allowed.”

On the 22nd December Government, on reconsidera-
tion, resolved that no reduction should at that time be
made in the emoluments of the officers, but being unwil-
ling to cancel the General Order directing the discontinu-
ance of half batta, they compounded the matter by sanc-
tioning an equivalent temporary allowance in lieu thereof.
Several objections were raised to this, but ultimately
the officers consented to receive it, and half batta’®
continued to be drawn under the head of “ temporary
allowance” until June 1792 when the term * half batta
was ordered to be reintroduced in the pay abstracts.

The discontinuance of full batta was not followed by
any overt act of mutiny except in the case of the regi-
ment of H.M.’s Foot stationed in the fort at Poonamallee,
the men of which forced the magazine on the night of the

14

CHAP. XI.

Half batta
restored
under the
name of

“ temporary
allowance.”

Mutiny at
Poonamallee,
1785,

<lst January 1785, supplied themselves therefrom with,

ammunition for their firelocks and field pieces, and
announced their intention to march to Madras. Intelli-
genceof this occurrence having reached the Government,
& detachment composed of 400 Hanoverians, 150 Madras
Buropean infantry, 800 artillerymen, and 580 sepoys

' The pay of a Lieutenant was 80 pagodas, or 105 rupees. His half
batta was 16 pagodas or 56 rupees. Total 161 rupees. The discon-
tinnance of half hatta oconsequently amounted to the loss of more than a
thivd of his means of subsistence,



marched from the Mount under Colonel \Vangenheitﬁ
on the night of the 23rd, and arrived at Poonamallee at
daybreak on the 24th. On perceiving the approach of
the detachment, the garrison, which was not under the
control of the officers, raised the drawbridge and prepared
to maintain their position.
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Colonel Wangenheim, having referred for instructions,
was directed to proceed to extremities unless the men
should surrender unconditionally. Matters remained in
this state until the 26th when the regiment piled arms
and submitted. On the 30th of the same month a Court
of Enquiry! was ordered te- assemble at Poonamallee on
the 7th February, and on the 1st of that month the arms
were restored to the men.

Caneral Lieutenant-General Sir John Dalling, Bart., arrived
e from England on the 29th May, and assumed command
command. of the army, wice Lieutenant-General Ross Lang, who

retired npon a special pension? of £1,000 per annum
granted in recognition of his long and meritorious service.

General Shortly after General Dalling’s arrival, Major-General
fe‘;;%fe{fe Burgoyne was tried and acquitted. He returned to Eng-

land immediately afterwards, having been recalled by the,
War Office.

Lord Macart-  On the 18th Junme Lord Macartney resigned the

1oy YeSERS Government and was succeeded by Mr. Davidson, the
Senior Member of Council.

Immediately after the conclusion of the war, Govern-

ment commenced to do all in their power towards the

liquidation of the arrears due to the troops. The accounts

1The proceedings were furniched to Government on the 14th
February ; no copy has been found in the records, nor any mention of the
finding. i

? Pensions on retirement were not granted until 1796,
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were gone- into, and certificates granted for all moneys
due up to the 31st August 1784. This arrangement was
acquiesced in by the sepoys on the assurance that their pay
subsequent to that datewould be regularly disbursed every
- month, and that funds would be set aside for the discharge
of the arrears; but these engagements were not fulfilled.

In June 1785 the Paymaster at Trichinopoly made an
urgent appeal to Government for funds, bringing to
notice that the current payments h‘.gl not been kept up
according to promise, and that the battalions in his
vange were in arrears for the four preceding months.
He further pointed out that the distress of the sepoys
Was aggravated by the difficulty of proeuring rice which
Was extremely scarce, and that there was little prospect
for the future, as most of the growing crops in the
neighbourhood of Trichinopoly had been mortgaged to
money-lenders.

The difficulties of Government were much increased at
this time by the surrender to the Nawaub of the assign-
ment over the revenues of the Carnatic, which took place
on the 1st July in conformity with the orders of the Board
of Control,

It was scarcely possible that the native troops would
have remained passive much longer under their privations,
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but the outbreak was precipitated by -an order issued in

A.llgust which directed the reduction of fourteen battalions,
Viz., those from the 22nd to the 85th inclusive. This
orden naturally created an apprehension on the part of
the men of these battalions that the payment of their
arrears niight be indefinitely postponed.

4 The 32nd battalion, then at Trichinopoly, mutinied
mmediately on hearing of the proposed reduction, but
being Overawed by the garrison it submitted quietly ‘a
day or two afterwards.
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The men of the 33rd battalion at the out-station of
Srivilliputtur ! were more obstinate, and announced their
intention to hold out until their arrears were paid off.
Active measures were immediately taken by Brigadier
Horne, commanding the district, who sent. Captain
Muirhead against the mutineers with part of the 20th
and 16th battalions, and the grenadiers of the 3rd
battalion.” The detachment reached the place at day-
break on the 26th September, and was confronted by
the mutineers drawn up undel arms, and apparently
prepared for resistance.

Captain Muirhead endeavored to induce them to come
to terms, but as they refused to accept anything less than

- a settlement of all arrears, he advanced upon them with

Thanks of
Goyernment.

the bayonet, reserving his fire. The mutineers fell back
as headvanced, and were finally dispersed without blood-
shed. The following order issued by Government on
this occasion is significant of their situation :—

“ Fort St. George, 2nd October 1785.

“The Honorable President and Council being desirons of
expressing their sense of the behaviour of those officers who
were instrumental in quelling the late mutinies in the native
corps to the southward of the Coleroon, take this method of
conveying to them their full and public approbation thereon.

“ The conduct of Brigadier-Geeneral Horne at Trichinopoly,
and of Captain Muirhead at Shevelapatore, merit in particular,
the warmest thanks of the Board, which are not less due to the
troops in general who were employed in the above service.

“The Honorable the President and Council take this op-
portunity of repeating their assurances to the respective corps
serving under this, Establishment, that as soon as they hdve
the power to satisfy their just demands, they shall most readily

! District of Tinnevelly.
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attend particularly to that object. In the meantime they
think proper to declare that nothing but the pecuniary
distresses of the Company have prevented them from doing it,
of which they trust that the troops are assured, and the Board
have no doubt but they will continue to merit the favor and
protection of Government who are determined on their part
to support those that uniformly manifest their zeal, and
attachment to the public interest.”

The Bengal Government, awakened to a sense of their
responsibility should they continue to withhold the assist-
ance of which the Madras Presidency stood so much in
need, at last signified their intention to forward nine
lacks of rupees, but before this remittance became avail-
able the 18th battalion mutinied at Trichinopoly on the
14th January 1786.

This battalion was described by Brigadier Horne as a
corps “ hitherto distingumished for regularity and obedi-
ence, and who, it is with pungent grief, I acknowledge
have been driven by a series of want and unparalleled
hardships to a state of desperation.”

The battalion took possession of the rock and of the
wall which surrounded 1it, thus ensuring the command
of the place.

Brigadier Horne on hearing of this assembled the rest

of the garrison, consisting of 50 men of the Madras..

Buropean regiment, 30 artillerymen, a few cavalry and
native gunners, and 90 of the 20th native battalion,
with which he took up his position at the main gnard to
watch the mutineers until the 78th regiment could come
up from Tanjore. In the meantimo a sum equal to pay
for one month was offered to the 18th with the promise
of two months more at a short date, but this offer was
rejected with indignation. In fact, as had been previ-
ously reported, the men of the native corps had lost confi-
dence in the promises of Government, and the 13th
assigned the following reasons for their conduct i~
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CHAP. XI.  “They® said they had done their dnty with credit and
Reasoms of  Teputation during the course of the war ; that they had sub-
;};;3 ’Zﬂfif's}]i;n mitted to its hardships in common with the rest of the army
Gy with cheerfulness and alacrity ; that they had not murmured,

however severe upon them, at the method in which their old
arrears were adjusted because it was general; but that they
had been long mortified at the distinction shewn to the troops
in the neighbouring garrisons by more regular payments, and
in a specie not liable to fluctuation ; that however they im-
puted this at first to accident, or the distresses of Govern-
ment, that under that idea they fought with difficulties, sold
their little superfluities, and as wants increased, parted with
their necessaries, but that as insupportable misery came upon
them, stifling the cries of nature and the tenderest feelings
of humanity, they were reduced, some of them, to the dire
necessity of consigning their offspring to slavery to preserve
their existence. That in the midst of these their sufferings
they saw the troops at Tanjore cleared off for December, that
particularly the 10th battalion recently from this station had,
on its arrival there received payment up to January, and
the 20th battalion lately from Madura for November, while
they were offered pay for August, one half of which was
commuted into paddy at an advanced price, with an assurance
only of two months more, and without a prospect of being
bronght on a level with their brother soldiers in their vicinity ;
that nnconscions of such unmerited distinction, unable to
struggle longer with misfortune and contempt, they were
resolved to do themselves justice, and they ultimately insisted,
as the only terms of accommodation, on a total clearance of
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all current demands.”
The battalion  All the garrison guards, as well as a portion of the
Ef,lt‘;.lm ®  main guard, were furnished by this battalion, and
althongh they signified their concurrence with their
comrades on the rock in standing out for the payment of
the arrears which had accrued since the termination of

! Brigadier Horne's report, dated 15th January 1786.
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the war, they remained steadily at their posts performing
their duty as usual. Matters remained in this state
until the afternoon of the 15th, when the principal officer
of the Nawaub came forward with money sufficient to
defray two months’ pay for the native corps, and the
battalion having consented toreceive this on condition
of the speedy discharge of the remaining current arrears,
16 left the rock and returned to barracks about midnight.

This oceurrence, added to representations from Briga-
dier Horne to the effect that even the best men were dis-
gusted with the service, caused the Government to take
immediate steps to equalise the payments to all native
€orps up to the 31st December 1785, which was effected
by an expenditure of upwards of 12 lacks of rupees, 81
of which had been received from Bengal.

On the 17th March Government published an order, of
which the following is an abstract,setting forth the manner
in which they proposed to settle the arrears due up to the
3lst August 1784. The amount due to subalterns, non-
commissioned officers, and privates was to be liquidated
by bills on Bengal payable in eight months from the 1st
January 1786 with interest at 8 per cent., and a premium
of 4 per cent. Discount offices were opened at Madras,

at the suggestion of the Governor-General, by certain

gentlemen who engaged to liquidate these bills at 30 per
cent. discount for such persons as might not wish to
await! the period fixed for payment.

The arrears due to Captains and all officers above that
rank were to be settled by Bengal bonds bearing interest
from the 1st January 1786 at'8 per cent.

The claims of surgeons, agents, contractors, and bul-
lock maistries were to be liquidated by means of Bengal
bouds in like manner.

Tt would seem that the difficulties of Government up
to this time had been increased by tho expenditure
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OHAP. XI, required for the purchase of investments for transmission
e to Hngland, for it was not until late in 1785 that they
received instructions from the Court of Directors, author-
ising them to give the priority to the claims of the army.
The following is a copy of these instructions.—
Arrears due “ We cannot conclude this dispatch without directing
2 g‘eep‘;’]fg’zﬁﬂ your serious attention to the large sum of arrears due to the
in preference army. Every possible exertion must be made to diminish
:‘f,:;im them without delay, and all other considerations must yield
to that object. The pay of the soldier ought never to be in
arrears, and while there is a single pagoda in your treasury,
he must be paid in preference to every other article of expen-
diture.”

During 1785 the settlements captured from the French
and Dutch were restored to them, with the exception of
Negapatam of which we retained possession.

N ombars/of About the end of the year orders were received from
g,"b“l’t‘:&' pro- - the Court of Directors prohibiting the Members of Council
trading. from engaging in mercantile transactions, and allowing
them nine months to wind up their affairs. The salaries
of the Governor, the Commander-in-Chief, and the other
Members of Council were raised at the same time and

fixed as follows :(—

Revision of Governor .. ... 40,000 pagodas per annum
e Aalavios, (about £14,000) with emoluments from the mint. .
Commander-in-Chief ... 15,000 pagodas per annum

(about £5,250) with 5,000 additional (about £1,750)
in time of war.
Third Member of Council ... 15,000 pagodas per annum.
Fourth Member of Council. 14,000 pagodas per annum

(about £ 4,900).
8ir A. Camp- On the 7th April 1786, Major-General Sir Archibald
:’:;“G‘;[;‘;g‘l’;tr" Campbell arrived, and assumed charge of the Govern-
1786. ment. He was appointed to the additional office of Com-

mander-in-Chief in September of the same year.
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On the 22nd July a detachment under Captain
Fotheringham of the 20th battalion 'was sent from Tvri-
chinopoly against the fort of the Polygar of Pombutty.
Although the place was strong, and surrounded by a
double hedge of thorns which formed a very difficult
obstacle, Captain Fotheringham attempted to carry it by
a coup de main, but was repulsed with the loss of 15
killed and 78 wounded. The fort was abandoned a few
hours afterwards. This disaster was owing to over-
confidence, the officer employed to make the recon-
naissance having described the place in, the following
terms :—“ A nasty little mnd fort containing 150 men,
mostly pikemen ; I will be answerable to take the same
without losing a man.” The detachment, composed of
part of the 20th battalion, and a few artillerymen and
pioneers, was reported to have behaved well notwith-
standing the failure.

Brigadier-General Horne after having censured the
Commanding Officer for his imprudence, observed that
“ The spirit and obedience of thé 20th battalion and of the
corps of artillery were never more conspicuous. The signal
and distinguished gallantry of Jemadar Hussain Khan, the
Native Adjutent, throughout the whole action, but partic-

ularly in returning after having been severely wounded, and,.

by his personal exertions, and example bringing off one of
the six pounders, at which most of the Europeans had heen
wounied, and which being abandoned, would in all probability
have fallen into the enemy’s hands. I beg leave most warmly
to recommend him to your notice and patronage as meriting
everything which the line of the service will admit,”

Lieutenant-General Sir John Dalling resigned in
September in consequence of orders from England which
vested the Government, and the command of the army
in one and the same person.
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During the month of November an order was published
revising the rules which had defined the separate powers
of the civil and military officers in districts governe(l

-by 2 Chief and Council, such as Vizagapatam ; all pre-

vious regulations on the subject were annulled at the
same time.

The following is an abstract of the most important
paragraphs :—

Althougli the Chiefs in Council were still to be the
superior authorities in their respective districts, they
were debarred from interfering with the discipline, or
command of the troops ‘“except in cases where the
military officer goes beyond the duties of his particular
station.”

The keys of the forts were to be kept by the Chiefs in
Council, the parole to be given by them, and periodical
returns of all troops within their jurisdiction to be made
to them,

All requisitions for troops were to be complied with by
the officer commanding in the district. Such requisi-
tions to be i writing.

Military officers were prohibited from corresponding
with Rajahs or any other country powers, except in time
of war. Copies of all such correspondence to be sent to
the Commander-in-Chief for submission to Government..

Leave of absence to officers at the principal station to
be granted by the Chief and Council, and at out-stations
by the officer commanding. Such leave to be confined
to the limits of the district.

All General Orders were to be sent to the command-
ing officer by the Adjutant-General, who at the same
time was to furnish copies to the Chief in Council.

All General Orders sent by Government direct to the

7
L)
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Chief in Council were to be given to the officer com- CHAP. XL |

manding for publication to the troops. 55
Early in July 1788 a detachment composed of the 4th Detachmeng

and 8th battalions with 4 guns, all under Captain Dun- 111‘75;1&5“57'

woody of the 8th, was sent into the Calastry Zemindary

on service. The fort at Panmore was taken by storm

just before daybreak on the 20th with the loss of 20 men

killed and wounded. The forts at Veeroor and Seeta-

rampoor were evacuated immediately afterwards, and

the service successfully completed, for which Captain

Dunwoody and the detachment received the thanks of

Government.

AcquisiTioN oF (GGUNTOOR.

Although the district of Guntoor was to have been
ceded.to the Company by the Nizam on the death of
Basalut Jung in 1782 the fulfilment of the engagement
‘had been evaded, and the Government could not con-
veniently enforce it before the middle of 1788, when it
was nofified to the Nizam that a British force was
prepared to enter the district. This force was assembled
about the end of Aungust under Lieutenant-Colonel James Colonel
Eidington, and consisted of 682' Europeans, and 2,386 ?;:Scl:gwns
Natives, inclusive of officers.

The details were as gnen below :—

|

| | 4
| Officers. | N. ©. l‘l‘unk o
! i and File.
| H. M/.s 15th Hanoverians ... e~ ] 35 568 ‘
. | Madrag Artillery ... Tl 5 74
; Detachment Native L(\\Lthv o Eall 2 80
| 4th battalion Native Infantry ... 1§ ... | 7 496
Sth do. do. do. i 9 493
12th do. do. do L 494 2
l 14ih do. do. do. 6 524
1 Gun Lascars 247
| Pioncers 1 21 | \
)
i _ Total .. 71 2007 |
B L | |
YOL, 11,

19
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CHAP. XI.  In the meantime the Nizam consented to give up the
ey provincey and the force took possession thereof in Sep-
tember without opposition.

Distribution The town of Ongole, and the forts at Inacbuda, Bel

f:f?;: t700P8 1 meonda, and Timerycottah were occupied by the 4th,

Ruscer 8th, and 12th battalions with a proportion of artillery; -
the rest of the troops were withdrawn a few months
afterwards.

Sir A. Camp- On the 6th February 1789, Sir Archibald Campbell
/. Dbell resigns, . : c . 4 :

1789. resigned, having previously issued a very complimentary
order regarding the discipline and efficiency of the army.
He was succeeded in the Government by Mr. Hollond,
in the command of the King’s troops by Colonel Floyd,
and in that of the Company’s troops by Brigadier-Gene-
ral Horne. In taking leave of the army he announced
that arrangements had been made for paying off all
arrears, inclusive of off-reckonings and half batta, by the
80th April following.

Half batta It was resolved about the same time, in conformity
f,:in ézﬁti‘; with the strong recommendation of Sir Archibald

Division. Campbell, that the allowance of half batta should be
extended to the troops in the Centre Division, in order |
that the army might be placed on an equal footing n that

respect,
Subsidiary Government having consented to furnish the Rajah of
Sl Travancore with a subsidiary force, the 10th and 13th

Travancore.
battalions, with a detachment of artillery, all under

Captain Knox of the 10th, marched for Travancore in
February, and arrived in April.
Service in In the month of March the undermentioned force was
Efagumgs. assembled in the South under Colonel Stuart, H.M.’s 72nd

I About the end of 1786 the 78rd and 78th regiments became the
71gt and 72nd respectively.
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regiment for service 'in the Zemindary of Shevagunga, at
the instance of the Nawaub of the Carnatic.

H. M.’s 72nd regiment—2 companies, 150 men.

1st battalion Madras Europeans—2 companies, 150 men.

2nd regiment Native Cavalry.

7th and 20th battalions of sepoys.

Detachment of Pioneers—80 men.

Detachment of Artillery with two 18, and eight 6
pounders.

The lines and fort at Callangoody ! were taken by storm
on the 1st June, the redoubt at Raneemungalum on the
1st June, and the fort at Caliacoil on the 2nd idem.

The service was successfully completed by the end of
the month. Colonel Stuart and the detachment received
the thanks of Government, but the expedition was
disapproved of by the Court of Directors, and by the
Supreme Government, on the ground that the Nawaub
ought not to be supported in the arbitrary and oppressive
management of his subjects or tributaries.

Although Colonel Stuart recommended that two batta-
lions of sepoys, and a regiment of cavalry under the
command of a field officer should be left in Shevagunga
for atime, all the troops were withdrawn except the 16th
battalion, 2 and the local Ramnad troops under Colonel
Martinz, The consequence was that the insurgents broke

! Casualties at Callangoody.
Killed. Wounded,

Artillery /f
H. M.s 72nd Regiment 3 18
Madras Buropeans ... Voo 13 18
7th battalion sepoys 2 14
20th do. do. 4 31

Gun Lascars 5 TN | 17

Z‘This battalion joined Colonel Stuart immediately after the capture
of C nl]angom]y.
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. out again in November, and besieged Martinz in Caliacoil

until the 28th on which day he was relieved by Captain
‘White with the 16th battalion when on the point of
surrender. That battalion was withdrawn shortly after-
wards on account of the expected war with Tippoo.

Colonel Horne’s' rank as Brigadier-General  having
ceased on the 29th September in conformity with the
terms of His Majesty’s Warrant of 1788, he was sue-
ceeded in command of the Company’s troops by Colonel
Musgrave of the Royal Army.

Government having received information in November
to the effect that Captain Rutledge of the artillery was
still alive and in prison near Seringapatam, applica-
tion for his release, and that of other prisoners handed
over to Hyder by Admiral Suffrein, was made through
General Conway, the Commandant of the French ‘Settle-
ments in India, but Tippoo in reply positively denied
the existence of any such persons.

L
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Cavarry, 1784-90. A

In April 1784 Government resolved to form a regular
éstablishment of cavalry by taking into their own service
the four regiments belonging to the Nawaub, which had
been paid and mounted by the Company during the
war. On the 21st of the month the following order was
issned :—

“The Right Honorable the President and Select Committee
have been pleased to resolve that the four regiments of native
cavalry be continued in the Honorable Company’s service for
the defence of the Carnatic, and that the European officers
who have served in those regiments during the late war, and
now belong to him, but who as yet have no commissions in
the Company’s service, be admitted into the said service.”

The officers thus admitted came in as junior of their
grade, and consisted of three Captains, one Captain-
Lieutenant, seven ILieutenants, and four Cornets. Two
of the Captains, viz., James Stevenson, and John Pater,
rose to the rank of Major-General and to high com-
mands,

It was ordered at the same time that the cavalry
should thenceforth become a separate corps to be com-
manded by a Major Commandant, and that the officers
should rise, and be promoted, only in their own corps. As
the majority of the officers then serving with the cavalry
belonged to the infantry, they were allowed the option of
choosing the branch to which they would belong for the
future, and this having been settled, the establishment
of officers was fixed at one Major Commandant, seven
Cn,ptm'ns, one Captain-Lieutenant, fifteen Lieutenants,
and seventeen Cornets.

Exchanges from the infantry, artillery, and engineers
Were permissible on the understanding that officers so
ex('hanging' should go in ag juniors of their grade.
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CHAP. XI.

Formation
of Cavalry,
1784.

Transfer to
the Company
of four
regiments.

Nawaub's
Officers
admitted into
the Com-
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service.

The Cavalry
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separate
Corpsa.

Exchanges,
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CHAP. XI.  On the 24th April the undermentioned establishment
was fixed for each regiment, to have effect from the Lst
May :—
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¢ Peace establishment of a regiment of N ative Cavalry to
consist of four troops of 125 each, including officers.”

. Full Pa
Esta.:)hsl(ll- N?t P:?y Not tar St(;ppa es | of cnc]iv
) m:n G Quality. g Offioer 1;1(1))!1‘?. b of| e [Shol i DL i‘;’;{g‘({‘ Total.
Ay 5 | per day. 4ays. ltor Clothing.| by the
= Company.
_ £ls| ».| ». |Rfc.| B | F [c. | B.| BjC.| B [BfO.
o 1 Captain Seord (AR B R T 9 1o | N O AP ISR e (A T T
! 4 Lieutenants ... 8| 0 9' 0 | 33 [31(40] . ...| 135] 0] O*
4 Cornets 810 8 0/80]0]0 ... 120{ of 0%
/ 8 Serjeants 8l... | .l 7)0lol 2] 0| 0| 9f olof %20 ©
1 Commandant. DAl (00 50 |0j0f 2(21| 0| 0|52 2 52(21| 0
4 Subadars, 1 to |
\ each troop ... [ bt P e ofo 1{10]|40 (31|10 |40f 125 0f O
y [ 12 Jemadars 12| 0l 0] 03140 10| 31 |40 120| 0| O
32 Havildars 32{. 0l 0 0|21 0| 6(2L|0 218/ 0| O
82 Naigues g 32|, ool ofl21| o| 5|21|0 1760 0O
1 ’lrumpst-Mn]or 1|. 5 oo 2 o] of 9] 010 9 0 O
8 Trum etors 8. < 000 0f21| O 838|210 28| 0| 0
1 First Farrier... 1. o 0/0 0(81]40 12| 381 |10 12|31f 40
4 8econd do. ... 4. 00 0f21] 0| 6]21|0 26 0] ©
388 Pr