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THE CROSS

St. Paul was conscious, as almost all the great 
liberators of humanity have been conscious, of an 
eternal and inevitable strife between two antagonistic 
world-orders.

On the one hand there were the forces of ‘this 
world’ : and on the other there were the forces of 
‘the Spirit.’ In Christ’s own phrase, the Kingdom 
of Heaven was ranged against the kingdoms of this 
world. In St. Augustine the terminology is a little 
different, but the thought is the same— the Earthly 
City is arrayed against the City of God.

The same conception appears again and again 
through the centuries of Christian history, and has 
recently been given voice to, by a distinguished 
modern thinker, in his discussion of the antinomy 
between the ‘civilisation of power’ and the ‘civilisa­
tion of culture.’

But St. Paul’s conceptions regarding this un­
relenting antagonism between the two world-orders 
differ from those of later writers in one vital respect. 
He was convinced that in a deep and secret sense



\V>*3^>/y;V/or)' already been won, and won by Th^ 
forces of the Spirit.

He wrote to his friends at Colossae, “ By the 
Cross Christ triumphed over the hostile princes 
and rulers, and boldly displayed them as His 
conquests”  (Col. ii. 15).

In other words, the Cross of Christ meant to 
Paul that the world-order of force and greed, which 
was also inevitably a world-order of futility and 
ruin, had already been discredited, repulsed, and 
triumphed over by the forces of the Spirit. In the 
Cross God’s incarnate love had come to grips with 
this ancient evil world-order, and had worsted it, 
by suffering the worst at its hands, in patient love.

Paul believed also that the Cross was an eternal 
principle, an immortal and inexhaustible source of 
power. There was, in the Cross, already present and 
available in the world a limitless store of spiritual 
power, of Divine good will, upon which any 
individual combatant in the warfare between the 
two world-orders could draw freely, and could gain 
therefrom, here and now, absolutely certain victory 
over wrong and evil. For Paul knew that God’s 
love, bearing all agony and shame redemptively, 
as Christ had borne it, was in itself eternal victory 
over all wrong and evil; so that the Christ-trusting 
soul has only to tap those resources which are 
stored in the Cross and his triumph is already 
won.

■ G°ix
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Taul drew upon this inexhaustible store of powe^y'-*^ 
for his''own individual need, when he went through 
the experience which he describes as ‘nailing my 

■ old self to the Cross of Christ,’ the result of which 
was that ‘ I no longer live, but Christ liveth in me.’
He urged his converts to seek the same experience 
for themselves, not merely individually, but in the 
life of the newly-born Christian communities which 
were beginning to appear all over the Roman world.
He thought of the Cross as an undying principle 
of power and life, through obedience to which 
wrong might be conquered anywhere and at any 
time, by following Christ’s way of suffering love, 
and by remaining in trustful dependence upon Him.
He knew that God cannot force spiritual beings—  
i.e. beings to whom He has given the splendid but 
terrible gift of will— to follow His purposes and 
accept His rule; for any such forcing implies an 
immediate revoking of God’s own gift of the power 
to will. God can only achieve His purpose by 
‘persuasion,’ by inducing these spiritual beings 
freely to follow His way, and joyfully to accept 
His control. So only can His subjects remain 
spiritual beings, i.e. retain any real existence.

But this ‘persuasion’ is in the long run only to 
be achieved by a process of suffering love, which 
leads the lover to bear in his own flesh the evils 
which ensue from not following God’s purpose, 
and from not accepting His rule. This process
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the Cross, which changes the ttoijrl©# 
estrangement into the will of joyful sonship, by 
free self-sacrifice on behalf of the estranged and 
rebellious, transforming the evil will into the good.

The realisation of this truth of the Cross, as an 
eternal principle, had brought ineffable joy to Paul’s 
heart, so that he could declare to the Galatians, 
“ God forbid that I should glory in anything except 
the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, upon which 
the world is crucified to me, and I am crucified 
to the world”  (Gal. vi. 14). Whenever Paul was 
tempted to gloom and despondency: whenever an 
impulse came over him to congratulate himself on 
the fine fellow he was and the fine work he was 
doing: whenever the subtle attractiveness of some 
second-best course of action made its appeal to 
him: whenever selfishness of motive or conduct, 
under any shape or form, threatened to invade his 
life, he ran to the Cross and looked upon the 
Figure hanging there. As he looked, the true 
standards were re-established in power within his 
spirit: his will became attuned once more to the 
will o f the Crucified: mean motives and half-good 
lines o f action sank into their due perspective: and 
the true Jo y  came flooding into his heart once 
more, as he realised that the Cross was the -principle 
by which he., Paul, was to live.

Thus the Cross came to mean to Paul, not only 
the great assurance, both historic and indwelling,

( i f  th e  cross moves east [ n  t



yM S S s^ s/lo v e  and God’s sacrifice for those whfe3L L j  
He loves; but a whole system of ethics.

In that single Figure, dead in that way so many 
years ago for him, Paul, and for all humanity, yet 
still living mightily, was summed up eternal Right 
at strife with, and conquering through defeat, the 
Wrong which too often seems eternal also.

The Cross wras a final and sovereign standard 
of truth and goodness, by which Paul’s own life 
must be lived, if  it was to be rescued from futility 
and brought into the sweep of that Divine and 
glorious purpose, to share which is in itself the 
deepest and loftiest Joy.

Thus Paul could utter this daring aspiration, 
which was at the same time a direct and definite 
command, to his converts at Philippi, “ Let the 
same purpose be in you which was in Christ Jesus.
. . . He stripped Himself o f H is glory and took 
on Him the nature of a slave, and even stooped to 
die, yes to die on the Cross”  (Phil. ii. J -8 ) . Paul 
had seen the Cross as the sole, and final, solution 
to the problem of pain. H is contemplation of the 
Cross of Christ had taught him that pain may 
be something sacramental, something redemptive, 
something to be embraced, if  it comes, as the 
deepest sharing of the purpose and spirit o f God. 
The disciple of Christ is to follow his Master even 
in this terrifyingly practical sense that he will be 
restless and conscience-stung, he will despise and

<V\
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'V  joath himself, so long as he has not with delibk3 » —̂ 
purpose taken upon him something of Christ’s 
suffering, for the sake of those who are needy, 
oppressed and helpless. He must follow Christ 
even in this, the self-stripping, the enslavement, 
the lingering and abject death, all undergone for -  
the sake of needy humanity.

Still to-day we look out upon a world tortured 
and agonising in every description of pain. It is 
the function of the Christ-lover in this world to 
have the Spirit of his Master so springing up in his 
heart that it shall shrivel within him any inclination 
which he may once have had to profit from the 
pain of others, to snatch acquisitively good things 
for himself from a system, or a world-order, where 
so many are in anguish.

More than this— the Spirit of Christ within the 
Christ-lover makes him, if he is worth calling a 
Christ-lover, strip himself of one special advantage 
after another, that he may be like his brethren, 
and genuinely share their lot.

Finally, that Spirit spurs him on till he sacrifices 
his painlessness and his freedom, taking suffering 
and bondage on himself redemptively, for the sake 
of others who are in pain and bondage. Not only 
so, but the redemptive bearing of these things 
becomes to him a sacrament, that he may share in 
the world’s anguish perfectly from within, and follow 
Christ’s way to the utmost.

■ e°ix
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» TH E CROSS V C T

ndeed such a man is bearing the 
nquers evil in Christ’s way, by patiently- 

suffering love, which endures the worst that evil 
can do, even to death, for the sake of his brethren.

Paul had practised his own principles thus 
enunciated. H e knew pain, and knew pain well. 
It had entered his life overwhelmingly, no mere 
‘thorn in the flesh,’ but excruciating agony. “ There 
has been sent to me, like the agony o f impalement, 
Satan’s angel dealing blow after blow, lest I should 
be over-elated. As for this, three times have I 
besought the Lord to rid me o f him; but H is 
reply has been, “ M y  grace suffices for you”  (2 Cor. 
xii. 7-9).

It is clear that this experience of pain had 
threatened to cripple Paul’s usefulness. It had made 
him in some fashion ridiculous and contemptible. 
It had tortured him, probably for years.

But pain had become for Paul, not merely a 
salutary discipline, but the raw material of joy, 
triumph, Christ-revealing grace, and blessing to 
other people. Through pain Paul had penetrated 
farther into the experience o f Christ than he could 
ever had penetrated without that grim tutor; he had 
achieved incalculably more also in usefulness for 
Christ’s world. Through pain he had been driven 
back, absolutely helpless, a hundred times to Christ 
Himself, to obtain what Christ alone can give, the



r. \ g S trace and strength to live bravely through tVNpIxt 
X' - a g o n i s i n g  moment— for that is all he coulci ask, : 

"" and that was enough. Thus there had been bred 
in Paul the character of a Cross-bearer; and his 
pain had become a redemptive sharing of Christ’s 
sufferings. Pain had brought Paul into a relation­
ship to his Master which would have been impossible 
otherwise; and it was not only a relationship from 
which Paul got help for his own need; it was a 
relationship which made Paul, in his pain and 
through his pain, an agent of redemption to other 
men. Pain had humbled him: had cast out of him 
all foolish ‘elation,’ all arrogant self-confidence.
It had purified him, sweetened his sternness, 
mellowed his crudities, made him sympathetic, 
gracious, generously eager to help others that they 
might find his own enduring solace. Pain had 
bred in him more and more of Christlikeness; for 
it had kept him, inevitably, close to Christ— so 
close to Him and so entirely dependent upon Him 
for strength to live from minute to minute through 
his pain, that he could not fail to become more like 
his Friend in the most distinctive of all His qualities 
and activities, His Cross-bearing for the sake of 
needy humanity.

Paul had learnt another sovereign lesson about 
pain. That the weaker, more persecuted, more 
despised, more beset by dangers, sufferings, and

xjS* ■ G°̂ x , t
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s, disabilities he might be, the more opportuhirp^ 
wasnihere for Christ to show Him self through Paul. 
“ M ost gladly therefore will I boast o f my infirmities 

r rather than complain of them, in order that Christ’s 
power may overshadow me. In fact I take delight in 
infirmities, in the bearing o f insults, in distress, in per­
secutions, in grievous difficulties, for Christ’s sake; for 
when I am weak, then I am strong”  (2 Cor. xii. 6).

Out of the pain comes a Joy, which could never 
have been but for the pain: and the Jo y  is above 
all this— the knowledge (not a knowledge merely 
of the mind, nor o f a victorious faith, but of actual 
concrete personal experience) that Christ is most 
fully able to work through us and to reveal Him self 
in us when we are weakest; for when we are at the 
end o f our resources, our last defence gone, our 
powers utterly exhausted, then we are flung back 
in most complete dependence upon Christ, so that 
Christ can then work through us most effectively, 
show H im self through us most plainly, and hold 
us most closely in H is own joyful friendship.

Paul had realised also that from the universal point 
of view— the point o f view of ultimate standards 
and values, which some day we shall share in God, 
looking back upon our struggles and trials as things 
° f  the small incidental past— what we shall recog- 

f  uise as significant is not the fact that we have 
suffered, but the spirit in which we have borne

B
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Wv^®>^un:ering. I f  that spirit has been right, weksMlLl 
that we did not suffer more, since in so 

doing we might have borne more of the weight i 
of the Cross. We shall be like Simon of Cyrene, 
who in after life must often have longed that the 
cruel degradation, and mental pain, of his Cross­
bearing might have been twice as long, if  Jesus 
could have been relieved thereby.

I f  we have no pain, it is almost impossible that 1 
the spirit of Christlikeness— the spirit which joy­
fully bears pain for others, and for and with God—  
will be even dimly developed in us and through us. 
But from pain rightly borne comes the deepest joy “  
o f all, the sharing of the Cross of Christ.

This leads us on to consider an even deeper and 
more mysterious aspect o f the Cross. Paul says to ^  
the Colossians, “ I fill up in my own person what­
ever is lacking in Christ’s afflictions on behalf of 
His body, the Church”  (Col. i. 24). H e has come 
into a place where pain is not an enemy, nor even 
a schoolmaster, but a crown, and a crown to be 
accepted and worn as the highest and most glorious 
proof of fellowship with Christ.

A t the back of all spiritual reality there lies this 
fact— we live in a universe where, as the Cross has -- 
shown to us, wrong can in the long run only be 
conquered by pain borne freely for the sake of 
winning release from wrong and pain for others.

l i Y  t h e  cross moves east I n r
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Christ has given in the Cross the final and perfect^* 
adrrcrtistration of the fact that even to omnipotence 
and deity itself there is no way of conquering the 

« evil will, but by bearing in patient love the pain 
i and cruelty wrought by its malevolence. For so 

only can this evil will be changed into a good will: 
so only can love go the whole way (whether or no it 
be successful in changing the evil will) in its enter­
prise o f liberating those enchained by the evil will.

When pain comes, even though it seems for­
tuitous and meaningless, the Christ-follower may 
■—and must-—take it to God as Paul took his pain, 
and say to Him , “ Use this for T hy eternal purposes.

• U se it to fulfil T hy enterprise o f the Cross. U se 
it in ways which I cannot understand to buy 
freedom for other men, to transform the evil will 
into the good.”

[ Pain so borne becomes a sacrament o f the grace 
o f God; and in addition— this is infinitely more 
important— it becomes an efficient instrument for 
the carrying forward o f the Cross. Every pang o f 
it, so brought to God and submitted to H is purpose 

j in Christ, is fruitful and creative, in ways about 
which the sufferer himself will never know any­
thing— for the release o f others.

Repeated again and again throughout the writings 
o f St. Paul we find another line o f thought regarding 
the significance of pain. It is something to be proud

©



NcV̂  o|/ to be boasted about. The scars of pam are 
^^non ou rab le  scars, to be borne joyfully by the warrior 

of Christ.
It will be a poor follower of the Crucified Christ 

who after years spent in his Master’s service has 
not a few such scars to show for his campaigns—  
a few old wounds which will not fully heal, but 
from time to time make themselves felt again, to 
remind him once more of the One whom he follows, 
and of what the Cross meant to Him.

Thus regarded pain is a crown of honour, the 
pledge of our allegiance to Christ, the tangible 
proof that we have paid a little at least of the hard 
eternal price of redemption. Pain is, from this point 
of view, a thing without which in our lives we 
should indeed be ashamed and disgraced, as soldiers 
in a warfare where, after our Leader has paid with 
His life for the cause, we have paid nothing, but 
rather made profit.

The Cross means that pain is a sign of fellow­
ship in Christ’s creative activity, and that the 
absence of pain is a proof that we have borne no 
share in that activity. Suffering is an essential 
accompaniment of any creative or regenerative 
work; and if  we do not accept our share of it, we 
are cowards and shirkers.

Moreover, the Cross means that pain, rightly 
borne, is vicariously effective, for the lightening 
of the pain of others. When pain bit home upon
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v  111 / )  the cross ' ley
* [ him, . Paul reminded himself— and found deep 

cbffifort herein— that he was bearing it for the 
sake of his brethren. He switched his mind off 
from the pain, however insistent it might seem 
to be, and set it on the men for whose sake the 
pain had been incurred and was being suffered. 
He knew that the way in which he had lived, the 
crushing burden of responsibility which he had 
continuously borne, the persecutions which the 
service of Christ had made inevitable, had worn 
him out, and had brought this pain upon an 
exhausted and battered physique. Therefore he 
could hold his pain up to Christ, as an offering 
to Him, to be consecrated by Him, and used for 
Him and for His needy world. Even when im­
prisonment or physical collapse seemed to make

. active service for Christ impossible, and held Paul 
in what must have been an infuriating immobility, 
he comforted himself by this thought, that the pain 
was suffered vicariously.

The Cross means, again, that the Christian com­
munity, and the individual Christian believer, serves 
a defeated, suffering, tortured Lord: and serves 
Him by drinking in His own spirit, and by adopt­
ing so far as this is possible His own methods. 
When the individual or the community is called 
to serve Him in and through pain, then this is the 
highest possible honour and glory, not only because



THE CROSS M0VES EAST ( A  T
VXv^ musIt so love H im  that we cannot desqrejjo 1 

T% av^ ^  different lot from His, but because we are 
conscious that unless we so serve Him  in pain, 
we are no true followers o f H is and are unworthy 
of H im  and of H is calling.

To suffer, if suffering is borne in the right spirit 
and is offered to Christ as the free and joyful 
oblation of faithful hearts, is in itself a mysterious 
assurance o f inner union with our Master, and of 
a fuller existence, in which we shall share H is life 
eternally.

In the account o f Paul’s conversion the following 
words occur, “ I will let him know what great 
suffering he must pass through for my sake”  
(Acts ix. 1 6). As Paul looked back in after years 
at this crucial event in his life, and at the long 
series o f deprivations, persecutions, losses of health 
and friends, increasing feebleness and anguish, to 
which it had been the prelude, he reminded him­
self with joy  that these things had been definitely 
laid upon him by Christ Himself, to be endured 
cheerfully and constructively for H is sake.

Paul loved his Master so much, and realised so 
deeply that his Master was essentially One who 
suffered, that he would have been miserable and 
heartsick if  he had not been called upon thus to 
bear something o f Christ’s suffering, at Christ’s 
behest, and by Christ’s side.



y - € £ 2 e Irad been brought into the mysterious invfray i  j 
knowledge that God’s eternal purpose so works, 
and only so works, that life is bought by death, 
and joy by subjection to suffering.

I f  this process had not bitten home upon Paul’s 
own personal life, binding him also to the same 
wheel of suffering whereon his Master had been 
bound (and was eternally bound in His self-iden­
tification with suffering mankind), then Paul would 
have known that he was too weak, too craven to 
be adjudged worthy of Christ’s highest mark of 
trust and fellowship.

The fact that he was called upon to suffer with, 
and for, Christ was thus to Paul the highest possible 
proof of the Divine trust in him and love for him, 
H is suffering was the outward and visible sign of 
Christ’s commission of apostleship. The Cross of 
suffering vicariously borne was not only the prin­
ciple ruling his life and the one means by which 
evil could be defeated and good established. It 
was also the highest crown of glory, fruitful and 
splendid, the sign and mark of a Divine calling.

But there was a deeper significance even than this 
in Paul’s experience of suffering. When he suffered, 
he knew that his pain came to him as a sacrament 
of H is Master’s own presence. H e knew that he 
had been called by Christ into this pathway of 
pain: that the treading of it was the manner in

/xV xrx v\ / x/ / A # y y  THE CROSS | i l



\y \  ^S^ich Christ was showing His trust in Paur|n|t|d j  
x jyH ^faelief in the worthiness and ability of Paul 

to share in the task of redemption, which means 
eternally the Cross of pain. When his suffering 
came over him in a flood, and he was stung into 
bitter remembrance of what he had lost, Paul 
hastens to remind himself that every pang of agony 
and deprivation was just the proof of his Master’s 
love and trust, the seal of His commission. But 
more than this, such pain was a ministering to Paul 
o f the life-giving fact— a source of the deepest 
joyfulness— that Christ, the Cross-bearer, was with 
him, and he with Christ. The more he suffered, 
the more effectively was the ideal realised “ That 
I may know Him and the fellowship of His suffer­
ings.”  Paul found Christ in his pain, felt through 
it the strength and vigour of Christ’s arm around 
him, the certainty of Christ’s presence, the very 
life of Christ flowing through him and enabling 
him to bear his pain. Thus his pain brought 
him sacramentally ever closer and closer to. his 
Master.

It was in this way that Paul had come into the 
experience which had been spoken of by Christ 
Himself, when H e said to His two disciples, “ Out 
of the cup from which I am to drink you shall 
drink, and with the baptism with which I am to 
be baptised you shall be baptised.”  The Cross had 
become to Paul an eternal principle ruling all his

■ e°ix
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’ *■ was a Principle by which evil vtesH  1 
Conquered and good established through suffering 
freely and courageously borne.

This principle of the eternal Cross, of which the 
historical Cross on Golgotha was the unique and 
perfect exemplification, had been foreshadowed, as 
Paul frequently points out, more and more definitely 
throughout the history of the Jewish race.

The documents comprised in the Old Testament 
constitute a unique record of a unique phenomenon, 
the evolution of a primitive tribal cult into a uni­
versal ethical monotheism. As we study the meaning 
of these documents, we are struck by two phenomena 
especially: on the one hand the steady raising of 
man’s estimate of God’s character, a process which 
is to be expressed, from the Godward side, as the pro­
gressive revelation of the Divine nature; and on 
the other hand the immense influence exerted on 
this development by the experience of individual 

! and national suffering.
So much is this the case that it is not an exag­

geration to say that if  their history be regarded 
as a whole, the Jews are seen to have learnt more 
about God than their neighbours because they 
suffered more, and because they had amongst them 
a long series of master-sufferers, the Prophets, who 
could tell them what their suffering meant.

I-Iosca was in some ways the prince of all these

THE CROSS T



\C\^^^sier-sufterers. H is bitter experience o fO A ilx  
personal suffering had come to him in connection 
with his wife’s unfaithfulness, and with his own 
vain efforts to win her back to loyalty and purity. 
Perhaps the crucial point of all pre-Christian 
history is that at which the conviction flashes in 
upon Hosea’s mind that God will deal even more 
tenderly and redemptively with H is erring people 
than Hosea himself had dealt with his fallen 
wife.

Here we have the ‘sense o f God in history’ 
emerging almost fully developed from the very 
start, and intimately bound up with the emergence 
of the conception of the eternal Cross. As Hosea 
had suffered and agonised patiently, in order to 
win back his wife: so God would, and must, suffer 
and agonise patiently, in order to win back H is 
people.

Hosea is typical o f his great successors in the 
fact (apprehended dimly no doubt, but still w i'h 
increasing clearness) that he has learnt to look along 
history, and to see a Purpose coming from far 
back, and extending far forward into the future, 
a Purpose which is essentially the showing upon 
the stage o f history o f God’s own character and 
likeness, through the principle of the Cross, which 
is patient, suffering, redemptive love.

The great prophets saw in the life-story o f their 
people— and we may see the same vision with them
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— Qoti schooling humanity into the knowledge ttau*" J  
H e is the Father of all mankind; that He is holy, 
and merciful, and loving: and even (deepest mystery 
of all) that H e suffers to redeem the lost.

The very greatest of the prophets are able also 
to declare that, grievous as had been the suffering 
laid upon what had truly become a martyr-nation, 
it had been transcendently worth while. Through 
invasion, massacre and wholesale deportation the 
Jewish people had been welded into the Church 
of the one universal loving God. They were a 
community in which the conception of the Cross 
was at least launched: in which this man and that 
had seen something of the sovereign glory and 
efficacy of defenceless suffering love, as the only 
means by which wrong could be righted, the lost 
redeemed, and the evil will changed into good. 
Thus they were becoming a fitting environment—  
indeed the only possible environment— for the 
incarnation of God in the Man of Sorrows.

When Paul spoke, in the eighth chapter of 
Romans, of the clash in his time of two world- 
orders, the ancient world-order of futility and ruin, 
and the new world-order of the ‘manifestation of 
the sons of God,’ that is, of emergent Christlike- 
ness, he was summing up the whole message of 
the ancient prophets, and expressing it anew for 
a world which had known Christ and the Cross. 
H is keen gaze saw clearly what the prophets had
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’ ^TSeen" dimly before him, the truth that sufferitig/lle&i 
at the heart of the process by which the new world- 
order conquers the old. As Christlikeness is worked 
out amongst men, under the invincible stimulus 
of the Spirit of the Living Christ, the process costs.
It costs the Cross, not once only on Golgotha, but 
all along the line of history, in generation after 
generation. Progress is won by those who can say 
(or rather, about whom it can be said) ‘ I fill up 
the sufferings o f Christ’ ; for it is these men who 
through their sufferings enable the redemptive | 
activity of the Spirit of Christ to reveal Christ 
more and more thoroughly in every sphere of 
human relationships.

In the Bible as a whole we thus see, first, the 
martyr-nation winning through its sufferings fresh 
knowledge of the nature and will of God: next, 
the martyr-God revealing His being through a 
human life: and then the process beginning, by 
which the likeness of Christ— the ‘manifestation 
of the sons of God’ is more and more perfectly 
worked out in all human affairs, through the agency 
of those who suffer patiently and vicariously in the j 
spirit of the Cross.

It is a philosophy of history, of eternal scope, 
beginning amongst tribal nomads, and widening 
out to include all humanity, in all ages.

Above all, it is a philosophy of history to which 
the Cross is absolutely central.

■ e°ix
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AsTmuflooks back upon his life— a life lived untiOT-*—̂ 
tfe^ftmng of this ‘philosophy of the Cross’— he 
finds that all his sufferings are swallowed up in 
the Wealth and splendour of his experience of Christ.
He writes from his Roman prison to the Philippians: 
“ All that was gain to me, for Christ’s sake I have 
reckoned it loss. Nay, I even reckon all things as 
pure loss because of the priceless privilege of know­
ing Christ Jesus my Lord, for the sake of whom 
I have suffered the loss of everything, and reckon 
it all as mere refuse, that I may win Christ and be

(
found in union with H im ”  (Phil. iii. 7-9).

Paul had flung away the advantages with which 
he had started upon life— social position, inherited 
gifts, a liberal education, probably some consider­
able wealth, influential friends, and so forth. H e 
had become an outcast, a dangerous dreamer, a 

f  ‘fanatic.’ He had become poor, broken in health, 
hated by his fellow-countrymen, a laughing-stock 
to men of education and refinement for his vulgar 
and disreputable associates. In all these respects, 
and in many others (for example, the scourgings 
which he had endured), he had made himself the

I
 victim of a concentrated agony of suffering, mental, 
physical, spiritual.

Yet he looks back upon his life; and he declares 
that what he has lost and suffered is not worth one 
moment’s consideration, because of the love of
Christ which had come into his life in consequence

..
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renunciation. The presence o f Chri^tf-ftn^ 
the friendship of Christ, had been to him, not only 
a reward for all that he had lost, but a good, a 
value, whose very existence made all other goods, 
and values, sink into insignificance and disrepute.

Paul’s Cross-bearing had resulted almost auto­
matically from his relationship to Christ. This latter 
was the main phenomenon.

W e are thus brought to see the Cross as an 
eternal principle— suffering freely borne for the 
sake o f others. W e see such suffering redeeming 
men into Christlikeness, changing the evil will into 
the good, working joyfully and victoriously for the 
establishment o f a new world-order o f right moral 
relationships. W e see it founded in, motivated by, 
bearing fruit in, a spirit o f trustful love for Jesus 
Christ, and a following of his example set upon 
Golgotha.
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C H A P T E R  T W O

THE CROSS IN CHRISTIAN HISTORY

The Christian Church conquered the Roman world 
• by the Cross— by suffering patiently, in trustful 
dependence upon Christ, the worst pain and 
oppression which hatred and evil could bring 
against her.

Generation after generation her martyrs bore 
the Cross; and in the long run the spirit of the 
Cross which they represented proved irresistible. 
Patient endurance of wrong had its inevitable effect.
The wrong was vanquished; and the evil will was 
slowly transformed into a good will.

Then came a fresh trial. The Roman world, 
in which Christianity had thus won its place by 
suffering, was overthrown by the barbarian tribes. 
Culture, art, refinement, literature, almost all the 
higher values of life, were destroyed in the vast 
holocaust which consumed the ancient civilisation;

; and the Church was left to face a world of primitive 
I savagery, stripped of all material protection.

Just at that supreme crisis, a supremely great 
man wrote a supremely great book. Augustine 
perished before the onset of the Vandals, notoriously 
the most ruthless of the barbarian invaders. But 
not till he had written the City of God, which is



' in effect a philosophy of history founded upon the 
Cross. In that book Augustine declared that the 
world-order of force and greed is eternally opposed 
to the world-order of self-renunciation: and that 
progress results as the latter conquers the former. 
Such conquest is effected, not by arms and warfare, 
but by the methods of Jesus Christ, by the appli­
cation of that principle of suffering love which is 
the Cross. H e asserted that the fall of the Roman 
Empire was due to the sins of the Empire; and 
he had the courage to hail that world-shaking j 
catastrophe, in which he himself was soon to 
become fatally involved, as a blessing in disguise, 
because it would clear the ground for the building , 
o f a new world-order founded on the W ill of Christ, 
which is the Cross.

The Mediaeval Church was profoundly in­
fluenced by the conception of the Two Cities, 
as originated by Augustine. In many ways that 
Church performed miracles in the effort to establish 
the City o f God on earth. H er achievement may 
be dated from the famous incident which occurred 
in a . d . 452. In that year the Huns under Attila 
were marching upon Rome. The city had been 
left defenceless. The Pope, Leo the Great, went 
out to meet the barbarians, and persuaded them 
to turn back. The success o f the Pope’s mission 
on that occasion showed that there is a power in 
the world which is superior to any organisation j
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\ m S c k / a n d  which can defeat the evil will m er^ y^ ^  
by its wielder’s readiness to suffer anything, in his 
own person, in order that those in desperate need 
may be saved, and the evil will be turned into 
good.

The spirit which had inspired the early Christian 
martyrs, and had enabled them to win the Empire 
by their fearless suffering, lasted on with power into 
the long vista of nearly one thousand years during 
which the Church was winning the barbarians. 
Such a book as C. H . Robinson’s Conversion of 
Europe is filled with the records of saints and 
missionaries who carried the Cross to the pagans, 
not merely by their preaching of a distant historical 
event, but often far more effectively by their lives. 
They went out defenceless, prepared to suffer any­
thing in their ambition to bring something of 
goodness, beauty and truth to the followers o f 
depraved and often blood-thirsty cults. In innumer­
able cases their reward was desperate suffering, 
serenely borne, and in the end martyrdom. Nothing 
could stand against such a spirit, so effectually 
embodied in practical action. The Cross went 
forward conquering and to conquer; its victory 
was demonstrated not so much in the fact that the 
barbarian populations became nominally Christian, 
as in the fact that the example o f suffering love 
given by the missionaries bore fruit in a steady

c
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of character and spirit amongst the^fjiies/ 
Xx5l!j£S$^whom they went.

Even before the collapse of the Western Empire 
an incident occurred, which may be legendary, but 
which none the less shows the idealism of the 
Cross, as applied to the refinement of barbarous 
institutions, in this case surviving from the Empire 
itself. The better mind of mankind had for long 
revolted against the gladiatorial shows, which were, 
however, so popular with the common people that 
in spite of their savage and depraved character 
they for long survived the Christianisation of Rome. 
They are said to have been finally ended by a 
singularly striking application of the method of the 
Cross. An Eastern monk, named Telemachus, 
travelled to Rome under the conviction that it was 
the Will of God that the shows should be stopped. 
Leaping down into the arena between the ranks 
of combatants, he was killed on the spot; but his 
self-sacrifice led to a change in popular opinion, 
and made it possible for the imperial government 
to abolish the games.

It was in this same spirit, and often by strikingly 
similar methods, that the barbarian tribes were 
gradually won, by a long succession of servants 
o f the Cross, to a life of comparative order and 
refinement. The process was slow. It was nowhere 
complete. But when the results o f a thousand years (

:  *
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' | 1 S H?  a le  s u rv e y e d  to g e th e r , th e  m e th o d  o f  u j p | £  j 
C t e s s  ^fT l b e  se e n  to  h a v e  a c c o m p lish e d  m ira c le s .

In  sp ite  o f  its  g la r in g  fa u lts , th e  C h u rc h  o f  th e  

M id d le  A g e s  a p p lie d  th is  p r im it iv e  C h r is t ia n  p r in ­

c ip le  w ith  a s to n ish in g  e v e n tu a l su c c e ss . I t  d id  so  

m a in ly  th ro u g h  th e  a g e n c y  o f  o b sc u re  in d iv id u a ls , 

an d  e sp e c ia lly  g ro u p s  o f  in d iv id u a ls , w h o  p e n e ­

tra te d  e v e r  d e e p e r  a n d  d e e p e r  in to  th e  re c e sse s  

o f  h e a th e n d o m , n o t so  m u c h  p re a c h in g  as l iv in g  

th e C ro ss , b y  th e ir  p ra c t ic e  o f  h u m b le  s u ffe r in g  

lo ve .

A  ty p ic a l in sta n c e  o f  th e  w o r k in g  o f  th is  s p ir it  

m a y  b e  fo u n d  in  th e  d ea th  o f  B o n ifa c e , th e  g re a t  

E n g lis h  m is s io n a ry  to  G e r m a n y  in  th e  e ig h th  

c e n tu r y : “ T h e  p a g a n  F r is ia n s  re so lv e d  to  p u t  an  

e n d  a t  o n ce  to  th e  m iss io n a r ie s  a n d  th e ir  w o r k . . . . 

T h e y  ru sh e d  u p o n  th e  C h r is t ia n s , w h o  n u m b e re d  

fifty-tw ro , b ra n d is h in g  th e ir  s p e a rs . W h ils t  so m e  

° f  th e  m e m b e rs  o f  B o n ifa c e ’ s p a r ty  p re p a re d  to  

d e fe n d  h im , h e  . . . th u s  a d d re sse d  th e  C h r is t ia n s :

, C e a se , m y  c h ild re n , fro m  c o n flic t , a n d  p u t a s id e  

y o u r  p u rp o se  o f  b a tt le , fo r  b y  te s t im o n y  o f  th e  

S c r ip tu re s  w e  a re  b id d e n  to  re tu rn  n o t e v il  fo r  

1 e v il b u t g o o d  fo r  e v il . F o r  n o w  is th e  lo n g -d e s ire d  

d a y , a n d  th e  v o lu n ta r y  t im e  o f  o u r  d e p a rtu re  is 

at h a n d . B e  s t r o n g  th e re fo re  in  th e  L o r d ,  a n d  s u ffe r  

w i l l in g ly  th a t w h ic h  H e  p e rm its . S e t  y o u r  h o p e s  

0n  H im ,  a n d  H e  w ill  d e liv e r  y o u r  s o u ls .”  T o  th e  

i p n e s ts  a n d  d e a c o n s  a n d  th o se  o f  in fe r io r  o rd e r

xjs* ■ G°%\ _
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to  th e  s e rv ic e  o f  G o d , s p e a k in g  as w w  Ih e

o f  a  fa th e r , h e  s a id :  “ B ro th e rs , be o fH Jra v e

a n d  fe a r  n o t th o se  th at k ill  th e  b o d y , b u t

c a n n o t k il l  th e  so u l th at h as an  e n d le ss  life , b u t . 1 
re jo ic e  in  th e  L o r d  a n d  f ix  on  H im  th e a n c h o r

o f  y o u r  h o p e . H e  w ill  fo r th w ith  g iv e  to  y o u  fo r

e v e r  y o u r  re w a rd , a n d  w ill  g ra n t  to  y o u  a  seat in

th e h a ll o f  h e a v e n  w ith  th e  a n g e lic  c it iz e n s  on

h ig h . . . . R e c e iv e  w ith  c o n sta n c y  th is  m o m e n ta ry

b lo w  o f  d ea th , th at y e  m a y  re ig n  w ith  C h r is t  fo r

e v e r .”  T h e  p a g a n s  fo r th w ith  ru sh e d  u p o n  th e litt le

b a n d  o f  C h r is t ia n s , a n d  k ille d  th e m .”

I t  w a s  su c h  liv e s , a n d  su c h  d e a th s, ra th e r  th an

th e  sc h e m in g s  o f  e c c le s ia st ic a l im p e r ia lis ts , w h ic h

b ro u g h t  a b o u t th e  g ra d u a l r e c iv il is in g  o f  E u r o p e

u n d e r  th e  s w a y  o f  w h a t  w a s  a t  a n y  ra te  a p a r t ia l ly

C h r is t ia n  id e a lism .

M e a n w h ile  th e re  w e re  s p r in g in g  u p  a ll o v e r  th e  

C o n tin e n t  a  m u lt itu d e  o f  re lig io u s  h o u se s , in  w h ic h  

a s p le n d id  a n d  d e te rm in e d  e ffo rt  w a s  m a d e , e x ­

te n d in g  th ro u g h  m a n y  c e n tu r ie s  o f  t im e , an d  

a ffe c t in g  th e  liv e s  o f  m a n y  m illio n s  o f  in d iv id u a l 

C h r is t ia n s , to  m a k e  p o ss ib le  an  e x is te n c e  o f  s e lf-  

re n u n c ia t io n . W e  a ll k n o w  th e  fa u lts  o f  th e  m o n a stic  

s y s te m , a n d  th e  a b u s e s  to  w h ic h  it  la y  o p e n . W e  

d o  n o t, h o w e v e r , a lw a y s  re a lise  th at m a n y  re lig io u s  

h o u se s  c o n s t itu te d  fo r  a g e s  lit t le  e n c la v e s  o f  u n ­

s e lfis h n e s s , p ie ty  a n d  th e  g o o d  l ife , in  th e  m id st



o f  s u r ro u n d in g  w a ste s  o f  a n a rc h y . T h e y  w ere  

in h a b ite d  b y  m en  w h o  h a d  v e r y  l ite ra lly  taken  

u p o n  th em  th e C ro ss , tu rn in g  th e ir  b a c k  u p o n  all 

t e a rth ly  a d v a n ta g e , s tr ip p in g  th e m se lv e s  o f  th e  

m ean s o f  m ateria l p ro tectio n  an d  w e ll-b e in g , an d  

d e v o t in g  c o n sta n t e ffo rts  to  th e  a lle v ia tio n  o f  th e  

m is e ry  a ro u n d  th em  th ro u g h  lo v in g  se rv ic e .

A g a in  a n d  a g a in  th e  p u r ity  o f  th e  id e a lism  o f  

the C ro ss  w as  re a w a k e n e d  d u r in g  th e th o u san d  

y e a rs  o f  th e  M e d ia e v a l e p o c h ; a n d  w as e x p re sse d  

| th ro u g h  t h e . d e v e lo p m e n t o f  so m e n e w  m o n astic  

o r  m iss io n a ry  o rd e r . I t  w a s  an  a g e  o f  a p p a llin g  

sin  a g a in s t  th e C ro ss , an  a g e  in  w h ic h  th e C e n tra l 

o rg a n isa tio n  o f  C h r is te n d o m  sh o w e d  it s e lf  c a llo u s ly  

w ill in g  to  u s e  th e b a se st  w e a p o n s  o f  fo rc e  a n d  o f  

se c u la r ism  fo r  th e  a tta in m e n t o f  its sp ir itu a l e n d s.

I t  w as  th e  a g e  o f  th e  Im p e r ia l P a p a c y , o f  th e  

C ru sa d e s , o f  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  th e  In q u is it io n , 

o f  th e  s a v a g e  c o n flic t  b e tw een  P a p a c y  a n d  E m p ir e  

— a c o n flic t  w h ic h  th e  P a p a c y  w o n  b y  c a ll in g  to 

its a id  th e  r is in g  p o w e r  o f  n atio n a lism , w ith  the 

fitt in g  re su lt  th at th e  P o p e  h im s e lf  soon  a fte rw a rd s  

becam e p r iso n e r  at A v ig n o n  to  th e  v e r y  fo rc e  w h ic h  

he h a d  e v o k e d . B u t  it w a s  a lso  th e  a g e  o f  fa ith .

I t  s in n e d  m o st g r ie v o u s ly  a g a in s t  th e  C r o s s :  an d  

y e t  a t  th e  sa m e  t im e  it  s a w  th e  C ro s s  a n d  its 

m e a n in g  w ith  d a z z l in g  d is t in c tn e ss , a n d  it  b re d  

b y  th e  th o u sa n d  liv e s  c o n se c ra te d  w ith  p e c u lia r  

p o w e r a n d  b e a u ty  to  th e fo llo w in g  o f  the C ro ss .
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ve a ll, it  w as th e a g e  w h ic h  g a v e  b ir t h S r o S t .  

F ra n c is .
T h e  F ra n c isc a n s , an d  p re -e m in e n tly  S t. F ra n c is  

h im se lf, m ad e  the d isc o v e ry  th at the su ffe r in g  w h ich  

is the in e v ita b le  m eth o d  an d  acc o m p a n im en t o f  the 

C ro ss , is a  th in g  w h ic h  in  i t s e lf  is b e a u tifu l an d  

jo y o u s . T h e y  n am ed  th is  s u ffe r in g  P o v e r t y ;  an d  

th ey  e m b ra c e d  P o v e r ty  in  no m o rb id  sp ir it  o f  se lf-  

im m o latio n , b u t z e a lo u s ly  an d  ard e n tly , in  the 

atm o sp h ere  o f  c h iv a lry , as ‘ th e  fa ire st  b r id e  in  the 

w o r ld .’
S t. F r a n c is  h im se lf, s p e a k in g  o f  th e  s u ffe r in g  

o f  th e  C ro ss  u n d e r  th is  a sp ect, sa id  to B ro th e r  

M a s s e o : “ D e a re s t  co m p an io n , le t  u s p ra y  S t. P e te r  

an d  S t . P a u l to teach  an d  h e lp  u s  to  p o ssess th e  j 

im m e a su ra b le  tre a su re  o f  m o st h o ly  p o v e r ty ; fo r  

sh e  is a  tre a su re  so  all-wro rth y  an d  so  d iv in e , th at 

w e  a re  n o t w o rth y  to  p o ssess  h e r  in  o u r m o st lo w ly  
v e s s e ls ;  in a sm u ch  as  sh e  is th at h e a v e n ly  v ir tu e  , 
th ro u g h  w h ic h  a ll th in g s  e a rth ly  an d  tra n s ito ry  a re  

tra m p le d  u n d e rfo o t, an d  e v e ry  o b stac le  is re m o v e d  

fro m  b e fo re  th e  so u l, in  o rd e r  th at it m a y  fre e ly  

u n ite  i t s e lf  w ith  G o d  e tern a l. T h is  is th at v ir tu e  

w h ic h  m ak es  th e so u l, w h ile  still p la ced  on earth , 

c o n v e rse  in  h e aven  w ith  th e  A n g e ls .  T h is  is sh e  

w h o  acc o m p a n ied  C h r is t  u p o n  th e C r o s s : w ith  

C h r is t  sh e  w a s  b u r ie d , w ith  C h r is t  sh e  ro se  a g a in , 

w ith  C h r is t  sh e  m o u n te d  in to  h e a v e n : an d  it  is 

sh e  w h o , ev en  in  th is  l i fe , g iv e s  to  th e  so u ls  w h o



V - d i- e ^ a J io i i r e d  o f  h e r  th e  m e a n s  o f  f ly in g  to  H c a V a ^ J ^  

in a sm u c h  as s h e  g u a r d s  th e  w e a p o n s  o f  t ru e  h u m ility  

a n d  c h a r ity . A n d  th e re fo re  le t  u s  p r a y  th e  m o st  h o ly  

A p o s t le s  o f  C h r is t ,  w h o  w e re  p e r fe c t  lo v e rs  o f  th is  

e v a n g e lic a l  p e a r l, th a t th e y  b e g  fo r  u s  th is  g r a c e  

fro m  O u r  L o r d  J e s u s  C h r is t ,  th a t, b y  H i s  m o st  

h o ly  m e rc y , H e  m a y  g r a n t  u s  to  m e r it  to  b e  tru e  

lo v e rs  a n d  o b s e r v e r s  a n d  h u m b le  d is c ip le s  o f  th e  

m o st  p re c io u s  a n d  m o st  b e lo v e d  e v a n g e lic a l  P o v e r t y ’

('Fioretti, x i i i) .
T h is  p a s s a g e  is h ig h ly  c h a ra c te r is t ic  o f  th e  

z e a lo u s  a n d  jo y fu l  a tt itu d e  a d o p te d  b y  F r a n c is  a n d  

h is  c o m p a n io n s  to w a rd s  th e  s u f fe r in g  w h ic h  is th e  

d e e p e st  p r in c ip le  o f  th e  C r o s s . T h e y  d id  n o t m e re ly  

I b e a r  th a t  s u f fe r in g  p a t ie n t ly , s a c r if ic in g  th e m s e lv e s  

1 fo r  o th e rs  in  a  s p ir it  o f  a u s te re  re s ig n a t io n . T h e y  

p e rso n ifie d  th e ir  s u f fe r in g  as  P o v e r t y ,  a n d  th e y  

e m b ra c e d  it  r a p tu r o u s ly . T h e y  b e lie v e d  it  to  b e  

in i t s e l f  a  t re a s u re  b e y o n d  a ll c o m p u ta t io n , a n d  th e  

h ig h e s t  p o s s ib le  g o o d .

A s  t h e y  p a sse d  th r o u g h  th e  w o r ld , r a g g e d ,  

p e n n ile ss  a n d  s h e lte r le s s , in  p u rs u a n c e  o f  th e ir  

fo u n d e r ’ s p re c e p t  “ N a k e d  c a r r y  th e  n a k e d  C r o s s , ”  

th e se  e a r ly  F r a n c is c a n s  m a d e  th e  w a y  o f  th e  C r o s s  

b e a u t ifu l a n d  f lo w e ry . T h e y  s a n g  th e  s o n g s  o f  th e  

t ro u b a d o u rs  a b o u t  th e  s u f fe r in g  o f  th e  C r o s s ,  so  

th at a ll  g o o d  m e n  e n v ie d  th e m  th a t  s u f fe r in g ,  a n d  

th o u sa n d s  c a m e  to  jo in  th e ir  r a n k s . T h e y  b r o u g h t  

a  n e w  e le m e n t  in to  C h r is t ia n it y ,  a  c o n s t r u c t iv e  a n d
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^ , \ J p | i t i v b  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  a ll  s u f fe r in g  w f t J l L j s  

^ ^ S S M o u s  a n d  r e d e m p t iv e .  T h e y  s h o w e d , to  a ll  t im e , 

t h a t  s u c h  s u f f e r in g  is  n o t  s o m e t h in g  d a r k  a n d  

d r e a d fu l ,  h o w e v e r  b it te r  it  m a y  b e , b u t  th a t  it  is  

a  t h in g  s u p r e m e ly  jo y o u s  a n d  s p le n d id .  T h e  w h o le  

a t t it u d e  is  s u m m e d  u p  in  th e  e x q u is i t e  s t o r y  o f  

F r a n c i s ’ s m a r r ia g e  to  P o v e r t y .

In  th e  c o u r s e  o f  th e  s e v e n  c e n t u r ie s  w h ic h  h a v e  

p a s s e d  s in c e  th e  r is e  o f  th e  F r a n c is c a n s  t h e r e  h a v e  

b e e n  a  v a r ie t y  o f  m o v e m e n t s  w ith in  th e  b o d y  o f  

C h r is t e n d o m  w h ic h  h a v e  b r o u g h t  b a c k  in  p o w e r  

t h e  m e s s a g e  o f  th e  C r o s s ,  n o t  a s  a  m e r e  d o c t r in e  

c o n c e r n in g  an  e v e n t  w h ic h  h a p p e n e d  in  th e  d is t a n t  

p a s t , b u t  a s  a  l i v in g  a n d  p o w e r fu l  w e a p o n  fo r  th e  

r ig h t in g  o f  w r o n g  a n d  th e  e s t a b lis h m e n t  o f  th e  

K in g d o m  o f  G o d  in  th e  p r e s e n t .

T h e  r e c o r d s  o f  th e  m is s io n a r y  p io n e e r s  o f  b o th  

th e  C a t h o lic  a n d  th e  P r o t e s t a n t  c o m m u n io n s  a r e  | 

fu l l  o f  in c id e n ts  s h o w in g  f e a r le s s  b e a r in g  o f  th e  I 

C r o s s .  T h e  m a r t y r d o m s  o f  th e  e a r ly  J e s u i t  m i s - j  

s io n a r ie s :  th e  c o u r a g e  o f  s u c h  m e n  a s  P a t o n ,  ; 

W il l i a m s  a n d  C h a lm e r s  in  th e  S o u t h  S e a s :  a n d  

th e  lo n g  h is t o r y  o f  m is s io n a r y  h e r o is m  in  C h in a ,  

a ll  b e a r  w it n e s s  to  th e  fa c t  t h a t  th e  C r o s s  is  s t i l l  

m ig h t y .  I n  a  h u n d r e d  d i f fe r e n t  r e g io n s  it  h a s  b e e n  

p r o v e d  t h a t  ‘ th e  b lo o d  o f  th e  m a r t y r s  is  th e  s e e d  

o f  th e  C h u r c h . ’ In  a  h u n d r e d  a ls o  i t  h a s  b e e n  

p r o v e d  th a t  o n c e  in s t i t u t io n a l is m  c r e e p s  in , i t  s t if le s



Go%X

t h e Y r u e  s p ir it  o f  C r o s s -b e a r in g , b y  s u b t ly  t r a i r a ^ “ * 

fe r r in g  lo y a lt y  fro m  C h r is t  a n d  H is  id e a lism  o f  

th e  C ro ss  to  a m a n -m a d e  o rg a n is a t io n .

Y e t  in  th e  m a in  th e  m is s io n a r ie s  h a v e  b o rn e  

th e C ro s s  w e ll, b e c a u se  th e y  h a v e  b een  d e liv e re d  

fro m  a  re p e tit io n  o f  th e  c a la m ity  w h ic h  o v e rto o k  

C h r is t ia n ity  w h e n  C o n s ta n tin e  m a d e  it  th e  s ta te - 

re lig io n  o f  th e  R o m a n  E m p ir e .  A  g r e a t  m o d e rn  

C h r is t ia n  h a s  w r itte n  th u s  o f  th a t d is a s te r :  “ T h e  

c o n v e rs io n  o f  C o n s ta n tin e  w a s  th e g re a te s t  c a la m ity  

w h ic h  e v e r  h a p p e n e d  to  th e  C h u rc h . ‘ C o n q u e r  b y  

1 th is . S u r e ly  n o n e  can  c o n q u e r  b y  th is  s a v e  b y  

d y in g  u p o n  it . U p  to  th at t im e  m a rty r s  lo o k e d  to 

th e  C r o s s  th a t  th e y  m ig h t  h a v e  d iv in e  s tre n g th  

to fo llo w  th e ir  c ru c ifie d  R e d e e m e r . T h e n c e fo r w a r d  

th e b e n e fits  o f  C h r is t ’ s P a s s io n  c a m e  to  b e  r e g a rd e d  

ra th e r  as  a  s e c u r ity  fo r  a  fu tu re  l i fe  th a n  as an  

e le v a t in g  p o w e r  b y  w h ic h  th e y  m ig h t  g lo r i fy  G o d  

on  e a rth . . . . C h r is t ia n ity  t r iu m p h e d  in  n am e b u t 

th e  w o r ld  t r iu m p h e d  in  p o w e r .”

T h is  q u o ta tio n  a d m ira b ly  b r in g s  o u t  th e  fa c t  

th a t th e  C r o s s  is  m o re  th a n  a  s y m b o l o f  fa ith , o r  

a b a d g e  o f  o r th o d o x y . I t  is  a  l iv in g  p r in c ip le . 

C o n sta n tin e , o r  th e  e c c le s ia s t ic s  o f  h is  o w n  t im e  

a n d  la te r  a g e s , b e lie v e d  th a t h e  h a d  w o n  th e  c r it ic a l 

b a ttle  w h ic h  g a v e  h im  w o r ld -p o w e r  b e c a u se  th e  

C io s s  as  a  sy m b o l h a d  c o n se c ra te d  h is  a rm s . In  

r e a lity  th a t c o n q u e st , r e s u lt in g  in  th e  r a is in g  o f  

C h r is t ia n ity  to  d o m in a n t  p o w e r , w a s  th e  w o rs t

I ( W  T O  CROSS IN CHRISTIAN HISTORY U ? T



1 * V § > s5>i.^le  t h in g  w h ic h  c o u ld  h a v e  h a p p e n e d V ^ jf  Ith c  

t ru e  r e l ig io n  o f  C h r is t .  M e n ’s  m in d s  la r g e ly  f o r g o t  

th e  C r o s s  as  th e  l iv in g  p r in c ip le  o f  p a t ie n t  an d .- 

s u f fe r in g  lo v e , w h ic h  h a d  in s p ire d  a c t iv e ly  a n d  

c r e a t iv e ly  th e  e a r ly  m a r t y r s  a n d  sa in ts .

In  th e  m a in , h o w e v e r , th e  m o d e rn  m is s io n a r y  

h a s  b e e n  d e l iv e r e d  fr o m  a  re p e t it io n  o f  th is  c a la m ity . 

H e  h a s  b e e n  le ft  s e v e r e ly  a lo n e  b y  g o v e r n m e n ts . 

N o t  in fr e q u e n t ly , to  th e  g r e a t  a d v a n ta g e  o f  h is  

w o r k , h e  h a s  b e e n  il l- t re a te d  o r  e v e n  p e rs e c u te d  

b y  g o v e r n m e n ts . W h e r e ,  a s  in  B r it is h  In d ia , h is  

r e l ig io n  h a s  b e e n  th e  re lig io n  o f  th e  g o v e r n in g  ra c e , 

e v e n  in  s p ite  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  n e u tr a l ity  in  m a tte rs  

o f  r e l ig io n  h e  h a s  f r e q u e n t ly  r e a lis e d  h im s e l f  to  b e  

g r ie v o u s ly  h a n d ic a p p e d  b y  th e  c o n n e c t io n .

In  n o t  a  fe w  a re a s  th e  m is s io n a r y  h a s  b e e n  a b le  

to  l iv e  o u t  th e  p r in c ip le  o f  th e  C r o s s ,  as a  p a t ie n t  

s u f fe r e r  o f  w r o n g , c o m p le te ly  s t r ip p e d  o f  a n y  

m a te r ia l d e fe n c e . B y  s u c h  a  l i fe  h e  h a s  b e e n  

s u c c e s s fu l  in  fo u n d in g  s e c u r e ly  th e  C h r is t ia n  

c o m m u n ity  o f  th e  fu t u r e , a s  a  s t r o n g , s e l f- r e l ia n t  

a n d  s e l f - p r o p a g a t in g  m o v e m e n t . B u t  w h e r e  h e  h a s  

b e e n  r e g a r d e d , h o w e v e r  u n fa ir ly ,  a s  th e  p a m p e re d  

fa v o u r ite  o f  an  a lie n  g o v e r n m e n t , th e  c o m m u n ity  

w h ic h  h e  h a s  b u ilt  u p  h a s  b e e n  d e -n a t io n a lis e d , 

p a u p e r is e d  a n d  a lm o s t  s te r ile . T h e  re a so n  fo r  th e  

d if fe re n c e  is  th is  a n d  th is  a lo n e — in  th e  o n e  c a se  

h e  h a s  b e e n  a b le , h o w e v e r  in c o m p le te ly , n o t  m e r e l y . 

to  p re a c h  th e  C r o s s  b u t  (a n d  th is  is  f a r  m o re
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im p o rta n t)  to l iv e  b y  th e  C ro ss . In  th e  o th e r  case  h i s / l - T  

p re a c h in g  h a s b een  re n d e re d  n u g a to ry  b y  h is  p o sitio n .

T h e  d is tin c tio n  in  q u e stio n  m a y  b e  il lu stra te d  

b y  the d iffe re n c e  in  s p ir it  b e tw een  th e m iss io n a ry  

w h o  ch a m p io n s  B r it is h  a sc e n d e n c y  in  In d ia :  an d  

h is  b ro th e r-m iss io n a ry  w h o  liv e s  in  d a ily  p e ril o f  

h is  l i fe  in  C h in a . A n d  th e  d is t in c tio n  is illu stra te d  

a lso  b y  th e  d iffe re n c e  in  s p ir it  b e tw e e n  th e  C h r is t ia n  

c o m m u n it ie s  o r ig in a t in g  fro m  th e  la b o u rs  o f  th e  

o n e  a n d  th e  o th e r.

T h e  ‘ H o ly  E x p e r im e n t ’ o f  W il l ia m  P e n n  a n d  h is 

fe llo w  Q u a k e rs  in  th e  e a r ly  d a y s  o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia  

s till  p re se n ts  th e  b e st  W e s te r n  e x a m p le  o f  th e  

a p p lic a tio n  o f  th e  p r in c ip le  o f  th e  C r o s s  to  th e 

p ro b le m s o f  p o lit ic a l l ife . A t  a t im e  w h e n  th e  o th e r  

, E n g l is h  se ttle m e n ts  on  th e  ea ste rn  se a -b o a rd  o f  

w h a t  is  n o w  th e U n ite d  S ta te s  w e re  s t r u g g lin g  

a g a in s t  th e  R e d  In d ia n s  in  a  se r ie s  o f  s a n g u in a ry  

w a rs , P e n n  to o k  th e ra d ic a l, an d  a p p a re n t ly  a lm o st 

su ic id a l, ste p  o f  e s ta b lis h in g  h is  se ttle m e n ts  w ith ­

o u t  m ilita ry  d e fe n c e s , so le ly  r e ly in g  u p o n  the 

p ro te c tio n  o f  in te g r ity , p e a c e fu ln e ss  a n d  b ro th e r­

h o o d  as p ra c t ise d  b y  h is  Q u a k e r  se ttle rs .

T h e  ‘ E x p e r im e n t ’ e n d u re d  fo r  so m e tw o  g e n e ra ­

t io n s , d u r in g  w h ic h  tim e  P e n n s y lv a n ia  w a s  m a r­

v e l lo u s ly  im m u n e  fro m  th e h o rro rs  o f  In d ia n  w a r fa re  

w h ic h  p e r io d ic a lly  d e c im a te d  th e  n e ig h b o u r in g  

se ttle m e n ts . O n ly  w h e n  P e n n ’s p o lic y  w a s  fin a lly
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x Y S j W o n e d ,  a n d  a r m e d  p ro te c t io n  w a s  i n s & l M d ,  

didr th e  c o lo n is ts  b e g in  to  s u f fe r  in  th is  w a y .

In  th e  o th e r  N o r t h  A m e r ic a n  c o lo n ie s  th e  fa ith  

o f  th e  Q u a k e r s  w a s  f r e q u e n t ly  p u t  to  th e  te st  d u r in g * ' 

th e  lo n g -c o n t in u e d  t r o u b le s  w ith  th e  R e d  In d ia n s  

O n  v a r io u s  n o ta b le  o c c a s io n s  th e  m e th o d  o f  th e  

C r o s s  w a s  c a r r ie d  in to  t r iu m p h a n t  o p e ra t io n , o fte n  

, b y  p o o r  a n d  o b s c u r e  p e o p le .

F o r  e x a m p le , th e  fo l lo w in g  in c id e n t  o c c u r r e d : 

T h e  b a c k  s e t t le m e n ts , f a r  a w a y  f r o m  to w n s  o r  

a n y  a s s is ta n c e , w e r e  a n  e a s y  p r e y  fo r  th e  p r o w lin g  

b a n d s  o f  s a v a g e s , a n d  th e  p e o p le  l iv e d  in  c o n s ta n t  

d re a d . E v e r y  e v e n in g  b r o u g h t  t id in g s  o f  m a s s a c r e  

a n d  s la u g h t e r , a n d  e v e r y  n ig h t  th e  s e t t le r s  b a r r i­

c a d e d  th e ir  h o u s e s  a s  s t r o n g ly  as  t h e y  c o u ld , a n d  

la y  d o w n  w ith  th e ir  w e a p o n s  b e s id e  th e m , e v e n  

th e n  b e in g  s c a r c e ly  a b le  to  s le e p  fo r  fe a r .  O n e  o f  . 

th e s e  s o l i ta r y  h o u s e s  w a s  in h a b ite d  b y  a F r ie n d  

a n d  h is  fa m ily .  T h e y  h a d  a lw a y s  l iv e d  in  p e r fe c t  

s e c u r it y  a n d  p e a c e  w ith  a ll  a ro u n d , b o th  re d  a n d  

w h ite , a n d  h a v in g  n o  a p p r e h e n s io n  o f  d a n g e r , h a d  

n e ith e r  b o lt  n o r  b a r  to  t h e ir  d o o r . T h e  o n ly  m e a n s  

o f  s e c u r in g  th e ir  h o m e  f r o m  in t r u d e r s  w a s  b y  

d r a w in g  in  th e  le a th e rn  th o n g  b y  w h ic h  th e  w o o d e n  

la tc h  in s id e  w a s  l i f t e d  fr o m  w ith o u t . E v e n  th is  

p re c a u t io n  w a s  n e v e r  u s e d — t h e y  s le p t  p e a c e fu l ly  in  

th e  lo g - c a b in  k n o w in g  fu l l  w e ll  th a t  f r ie n d  o r  fo e  

c o u ld  e n te r  a t  a n y  t im e  b y  s im p ly  p u l l in g  th e  th o n g . 

W h e n  th e  m a s s a c re s  b e g a n  t h e y  d is c u s s e d  th e
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y  o f  w it h d r a w in g  th e  t h o n g  a t  n i g h k ^ L ^

io n  a g a in s t  a n y  e n e m y  th e r e  m ig h t  b e  

a b o u t , b u t  b e l ie v in g  a s  t h e y  d id  th a t  G o d  h a d  

p r o te c te d  th e m  u n t i l  n o w  a n d  w o u ld  c o n t in u e  to  

d o  s o , f o r  a  lo n g  t im e  t h e y  m a d e  n o  c h a n g e . O n e  

n ig h t ,  h o w e v e r , a la r m e d  b y  th e  d r e a d fu l  r u m o u r s , 

t h e y  y ie ld e d  to  th e ir  fe a r s ,  a n d  b e fo r e  r e t i r in g  to  

r e s t  d r e w  in  th e  t h o n g  a n d  so  s e c u r e d  t h e m s e lv e s  

a s  w e l l  a s  t h e y  w e r e  a b le . I n  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  

n ig h t  th e  F r ie n d ,  w h o  h a d  b e e n  t o s s in g  r e s t le s s ly ,  

a s k e d  h is  w i fe  i f  s h e  w e r e  a s le e p . S h e  r e p lie d  th a t  

s h e  c o u ld  n o t  s le e p , f o r  h e r  m in d  w a s  u n e a s y . H e  

c o n fe s s e d  th a t  h e  c o u ld  n o t  e it h e r , a n d  th a t  h e  

w o u ld  fe e l  s a fe r  i f  t h e y  p u t  th e  s t r in g  o u t  a s  u s u a l .  

S h e  u r g e d  h im  to  d o  s o , a n d  t h e y  la y  d o w n  a g a in , 

p u t t in g  t h e ir  t r u s t  w h o l ly  in  G o d  o n c e  m o r e . T e n  

m in u te s  la te r  a  d r e a d fu l  w a r - w h o o p  e c h o e d  t h r o u g h  

th e  fo r e s t ,  b r in g in g  fe a r  to  e v e r y  h e a r t , a n d  a lm o s t  

im m e d ia te ly  a f t e r w a r d s  th e  F r ie n d s  c o u n te d  th e  

fo o t s te p s  o f  s e v e n  m e n  p a s s  th e  w in d o w  o f  t h e ir  

r o o m , w h ic h  w a s  o n  th e  g r o u n d  f lo o r . T h e  n e x t  

m o m e n t  th e  s t r in g  w a s  p u lle d , th e  la tc h  l i f t e d  a n d  

th e  d o o r  o p e n e d . A  fe w  m in u t e s ’ c o n v e r s a t io n  to o k  

p la c e , b u t  a s  it  w a s  in  th e  In d ia n  la n g u a g e ,  it  w a s  

u n in t e l l ig ib le  to  th e m . T h e  r e s u lt  o f  it , h o w e v e r ,  

w a s  th a t  th e  d o o r  w a s  c lo s e d  a g a in ,  a n d  th e  In d ia n s  

r e t ir e d  w ith o u t  h a v in g  c r o s s e d  th e  th r e s h o ld . In  

th e  m o r n in g  th e  s m o k in g  r u in s  o f  t h e ir  n e ig h b o u r s ’ 

h o u s e s  w e r e  se e n .
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y e a r s  a f t e r w a r d s , w h e n  p e a c e  w a s  retb U city  

a n d  th e  c o lo n is ts  h a d  o c c a s io n  to  h o ld  c o n fe re n c e s  

w ith  th e  In d ia n s ,  th is  F r ie n d  w a s  a p p o in te d  a s  o n e  

fo r  th a t  p u r p o s e , a n d  s p e a k in g  in  fa v o u r  o f  th e  

In d ia n s  h e  r e la te d  th e  a b o v e  in c id e n t . In  r e p ly  an  

In d ia n  a ro s e  a n d  s a id  th a t  h e  h im s e l f  h a d  b e en  

o n e  o f  th a t  m a r a u d in g  p a r ty , a n d  th a t  it  w a s  th e  

s im p le  c ir c u m s ta n c e  o f  p u t t in g  o u t  th e  la tc h -s t r in g , 

w h ic h  p r o v e d  c o n fid e n c e  r a th e r  th a n  fe a r ,  th a t  h a d  

s a v e d  t h e ir  l iv e s  a n d  t h e ir  p r o p e r ty . W h e n  th e  

d o o r  w a s  fo u n d  to  b e  o p e n , t h e y  h a d  s a id  to  o n e  

a n o th e r , “ T h e s e  p e o p le  sh a ll  l iv e ,  t h e y  w il l  d o  u s  

n o  h a rm  fo r  t h e y  p u t  th e ir  t r u s t  in  th e  G r e a t  

S p i r i t . ” 1

A  b e tte r -k n o w n  in c id e n t  is  th a t  o f  th e  p a r t y  o f  

R e d  In d ia n s ,  o n  th e  w a r -p a th , w h o  c a m e  w ith  

m u r d e r o u s  in te n t  to  a  Q u a k e r  m e e t in g .  ‘ T h e y  

p a s s e d  to  a n d  fr o  b y  th e  o p e n  d o o r  o f  th e  h o u s e  

lo o k in g  in q u is it iv e ly  w ith in  a t  th e  q u ie t  w o r s h ip ­

p e r s . A t  la s t  h a v in g  s a t is f ie d  th e ir  c u r io s ity , th e y  

q u ie t ly  e n te re d  th e  m e e t in g . T h e y  w e r e  m e t  b y  

th e  c h ie f  F r ie n d s  w ith  th e  o u ts t r e tc h e d  h a n d  o f  

p e a c e , a n d  s h o w n  to  s e a ts , w h e r e  t h e y  s a t  in  

r e v e r e n t  s i le n c e  t i l l  th e  c lo se  o f  th e  m e e t in g . T h e  

le a d in g  m a n  o f  th e  S o c ie t y  th e n  h o s p it a b ly  in v ite d  

th e m  to  a  m e a l a t  h is  h o u s e , a n d  t h e y  w e r e  

g e n e r o u s ly  e n te r ta in e d  a n d  r e fr e s h e d . A s  t h e y  w e r e  

g o in g ,  th e  I n d ia n  c h ie f  to o k  h is  h o s t  a s id e , a n d  

> See The Arm  o f God, by E. and R. Dunkerley.
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p ro m is e d  h im  a n d  h is  p e o p le  p e r fe c t  s e c u r ity  f r d m ^ —  ̂

th e  r a v a g e s  o f  th e  re d  m a n . H e  sa id , “ W h e n  In d ia n  

c o m e  to  th is  p la c e , In d ia n  m e a n t  to  to m a h a w k  

e v e r y  w h ite  m an  h e  fo u n d . B u t  w h e n  In d ia n  fo u n d  

w h ite  m a n  w ith  n o  g u n s , n o  f ig h t in g  w e a p o n s , so  

s t i l l ,  so  p e a c e a b le , w o r s h ip p in g  G r e a t  S p ir it ,  th e  

G r e a t  S p ir i t  s a y  in  I n d ia n ’ s  h e a rt— n o  h u r t  th e m , 

n o  h u r t  t h e m !”

I
•

In  th e  l i fe - s t o r y  o f  G e o r g e  F o x ,  th e  fo u n d e r  o f  th e  

Q u a k e r  c o m m u n ity , th e re  a re  a  n u m b e r  o f  in c id e n ts  

! to b e  fo u n d  i l lu s t r a t in g  th e  m e th o d  o f  th e  C r o s s . 

T h u s  o n  o n e  o c c a s io n , w h e n  h e  w a s  a t ta c k e d  b y  

a  m an  w ith  a  n a k e d  s w o rd  in  h is  h a n d , F o x  lo o k e d  

s te d fa s t ly  a t  h im  a n d  sa id , “ A la c k  fo r  th ee , p o o r  

c re a tu re , w h a t  w i lt  th o u  d o  w ith  th y  c a rn a l w e a p o n  ? 

f I t  is  n o  m o re  to  m e  th an  a  s t r a w .”  T h e  w o r d s  a n d  

th e  lo o k  w e re  e n o u g h .

O n  a n o th e r  o c c a s io n , w h e n  a  m e e t in g  w a s  in  

p r o g r e s s , a  c o m p a n y  o f  s o ld ie r s  ru s h e d  in  w ith  

d ra w n  s w o r d s . O n e  o f  th e  s o ld ie r s  h a d  s w o rn  to  

k ill  F o x ,  a n d  ‘ p r e s s e d  th ro u g h  th e  c o m p a n y ’ to  

w ith in  s ix  fe e t  o f  h im ; b u t  s u d d e n ly  h e  s h e a th e d  

h is  s w o rd  a n d  m a d e  o f f ;  “ F o r  th e  L o r d ’s  P o w e r  

ca m e  o v e r  a ll a n d  c h a in e d  h im  a n d  th e  r e s t , a n d  

w e h a d  a  b le s s e d  m e e t in g .”

E v e n  m o re  r e m a r k a b le  is  th e  c a se  o f  T h o m a s  

L u r t in g ,  a  sa ilo r , w h o  m e t s o m e  Q u a k e r s  a n d  

le c a m e  m u c h  im p re s s e d  b y  th e ir  p a t ie n c e  u n d e r
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\ S  il l- tre a tm e n t . H e  e v e n tu a lly  b e c a m e  a Q u a k e r  h im ­

s e l f ;  a n d  d u r in g  a f ig h t  a g a in s t  th e  S p a n ia rd s  at 

B a rc e lo n a  h e  b e c a m e  c o n v in c e d  o f  th e  fo il)  a n d  1 

w ic k e d n e s s  o f  w a r . “ T h e  w o rd  o f  th e  L o r d  rar 

th r o u g h  m e . H o w  i f  I h a d  k il le d  a m a n ?  an d  i 

w a s  w ith  su c h  p o w e r  th a t I  h a r d ly  k n e w  w h c th e  

I  w a s  in  th e  b o d y  o r  o u t o f  it . B u t  I  tu rn e d  ab o u i 

a n d  p u t  on  m y  c lo th e s ”  (h e  w o u ld  b e  s e r v in g  h is  

g u n  s t r ip p e d  to  th e  w a is t) , “ a n d  w a lk e d  on  d ec): 

in  g r e a t  e x e rc is e  o f  m in d .”  T h e  c a p ta in  w a s  (n o t 

u n n a tu ra lly )  e n ra g e d , a n d  a n n o u n c e d  th a t h e  w o u ld  i 

k i l l  a n y  m an  w h o  r e fu s e d  to  f ig h t . H e  h a d  a  notice- 

p u t  u p , “ I f  a n y  m a n  flin c h  fro m  h is  q u a r te r s  in , 

t im e  o f  e n g a g e m e n t , a n y  m a y  k i l l  h im .”  S o o n 1 

a fte rw a rd s , on  th e  o c c a sio n  o f  a n o th e r  e n g a g e  ie n t ,j  

L u r t in g  a n d  th e  o th e r  Q u a k e rs  a s s e m b le d  in  th e  

m o st  p u b lic  p la c e  on  th e  d e c k  in  fu ll v ie w  o f  the 

c a p ta in , a n d  b e g a n  to  h o ld  a  q u ie t  m e e t in g . T h e  I 

c a p ta in  w a s  fu r io u s , a n d  m a d e  to w a rd s  th em  w ith  

a  d ra w n  s w o rd  in  h is  h a n d . L u r t in g  sa y s , “ N o l 

s o o n e r  w a s  h is  s w o rd  d ra w n , th an  th e  w o rd  o f  th e  

L o r d  ra n  th ro u g h  m e  l ik e  fire  s a y in g  T h e  sw o rd  

o f  th e  L o r d  is  o v e r  h im , a n d  i f  h e  w ill  h a v e  . 

sa c r if ic e , p ro ffe r  it  to  h im !  T h is  w o rd  w a s  so  

p o w e r fu l in  m e  th a t I  g r e a t ly  q u iv e r e d  a n d  si ■ k . 

B u t  I w a s  n o t a fra id  o f  th e  s w o rd , a n d  w h en  

s h a k in g  w a s  a  lit t le  o v e r , I  tu rn e d  m y  head  

m y  s h o u ld e r  a n d  s a id  to  a  fr ie n d , ‘ I m u s t  g o  to 

th e  c a p t a in ! ’ T h e n ,  w a tc h in g  th e  c a p ta in  as he .



..n% ? fo rw a rd  w ith  h is  d ra w n  s w o r d  in  h is  

i!s c d  m y  e y e  u p o n  h im , a n d  w ith  a  g r e a t  d re a d  

c i  th e  L o r d  u p o n  m y  m in d  I  s te p p e d  to w a rd s  h im , 

anc :ie  fu r io u s ly  lo o k e d  on  m e , to  h a v e  d a u n te d  

m e , b u t I w a s  c a r r ie d  a b o v e  a ll h is  fu r io u s  lo o k s .”  

v - h e n  h e  h a d  a d v a n c e d  to  th e  d is ta n c e  o f  o n ly  a  

|e A f ° e b  th e  c a p ta in ’ s e x p re s s io n  s u d d e n ly  c h a n g e d . 

H e  tu rn e d  p a le , r e t re a te d  a n d  le ft  th e  Q u a k e r s  

*' p e a c e . L a t e r  h e  s e n t  a  m e s s a g e  o f  f r ie n d ly  
c o n c il ia t io n .

■ n y  re m a rk a b le  in c id e n ts  o c c u rre d  d u r in g  th e  

o f  th e  A m e r ic a n  C iv i l  W a r  i l lu s t r a t in g  th e  

w o r k in g  o u t  o f  th e  p r in c ip le  o f  th e  C r o s s . D u r in g  

1 t W a r  th e  Q u a k e r s  in  th e  S o u th e rn  S ta te s ,

" llC1 c c o n s c r ip tio n  w a s  r ig o r o u s ly  e n fo rc e d , s u ffe r e d  

g r ie v o u s  p e rs e c u tio n  b e c a u s e  o f  th e ir  r e fu s a l  to  

' b c a r  a ™ s .  0 n e o f  th e m , S e th  W . L a u g h l in  o f  

' ■ >rth C a ro lin a , w a s  k e p t  w ith o u t  s le e p  fo r  a  lo n g  

p e r io d , a s o ld ie r  s ta n d in g  c lo se  a t  h a n d  to  a w a k e n  

i n n  w ith  a  b a y o n e t  i f  h e  s h o u ld  d o z e  o ff. H e  w a s  

c r u e lly  b o u n d  fo r  th re e  h o u rs  a  d a y ;  a n d  w a s  h u n g  

m  is th u m b s  fo r  an  h o u r  a n d  a h a lf .  T h e s e  m e th o d s  

p r o v in g  u n a v a il in g , h e  w a s  c o u r t-m a rt ia lle d  a n d  

s e n te n c e d  to  b e  sh o t . T h e  tro o p s  w e r e  o r d e r e d  to  

•’ th e  e x e c u t io n . H e  s to o d  e re c t  b e fo re  th e  s ix  

- ’ ■ 1 r if le s , a n d  a s k e d  p e rm is s io n  to  p ra y , s a y in g ,

a , c r fe c t ly  c a lm  v o ic e , ‘ ‘ F a t h e r , f o r g iv e  th e m , 

fo r  th(7  k n o w  n o t  w h a t  th e y  d o .”  T h e  e ffe c t  u p o n  

th e  f,I'in g  s q u a d  w a s  e x tr a o r d in a r y . A l l  o f  th e m
•  D
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\ X J l ^ p ( j d  th e ir  r if le s  a n d  r e fu s e d  to  fire . T h e  s e h tU c e /  

X b T d b a t h  w a s  r e v o k e d .1

A n o t h e r  F r ie n d ,  W il l ia m  H o c k e t t 1 o f  N o r t h  

C a r o lin a , a b s o lu te ly  r e fu s e d  to  b e a r  a r m s  o r  to  

d o  a n y  o th e r  w o r k  n e c e s s a r y  to  th e  a r m y  (su c h  

a s  m o w in g  g r a s s  fo r  h o rse s ) . H e  w a s  v io le n t ly  

th re a te n e d  b y  th e  c o lo n e l o f  th e  r e g im e n t  to  w h ic h  

h e  h a d  b e e n  a tta c h e d , a n d  w a s  to ld  to  c h o o se  

w h e t h e r  h e  w o u ld  b e  s h o t  a t  n ig h t  o r  in  th e  

m o r n in g . H e  r e p lie d  c a lm ly  th a t  h e  w a s  r e a d y  fo r  

d e a th  i f  G o d  p e rm itte d  it , b u t  th a t  th e re  w a s  a 

p o w e r  a b o v e  m a n ’ s  a n d  n o t  a  h a ir  o f  h is  h e a d  

c o u ld  b e  to u c h e d  w ith o u t  h is  H e a v e n ly  F a t h e r ’ s  

n o t ic e . T h e  n e x t  d a y  a r r a n g e m e n ts  w e r e  m a d e  fo r  

h is  e x e c u t io n . B e fo r e  th e  f i r in g  s q u a d  h e  p r a y e d  

th e  sa m e  p r a y e r , “ F a t h e r ,  f o r g iv e  t h e m .’ ’ T h e  m e n  

r e fu s e d  to  s h o o t  s u c h  a  m a n , a n d  lo w e re d  th e ir  

r if le s  w ith o u t  o r d e r s . L a t e r ,  tw o  m e n  w e r e  o rd e r e d  

to  b a y o n e t  h im ;  b u t  w o u ld  n o t  g o  fa r t h e r  th a n  

t e a r in g  h is  c lo th e s  a n d  p r ic k in g  h im . W h e n  th e  

o ff ic e r  h a d  g o n e , th e  s o ld ie r s  t r ie d  to  p e r s u a d e  

W il l ia m  H o c k e t t  to  ru n  a w a y , b u t  th is  a ls o  h e  

r e fu s e d . T h e  n e x t  d a y , w h e n  h e  r e fu s e d  to  c a r r y  

h is  r if le , th e  m e n  c a r r ie d  it  fo r  h im  th e m s e lv e s . 

H o c k e t t  e v e n  re fu s e d  to  h e lp  in  c o o k in g , a n d  w a s  

to ld  th a t  i f  h e  w o u ld  n o t  c o o k , h e  s h o u ld  n o t  ea t. 

H e  w a s  m a rc h e d  o f f  h u n g r y  to  a n o th e r  c a m p . O n  

th e  w a y  th e  w in d o w  o f  a  h o u s e  o p e n e d  a n d  a  

1 See The Arm  o f God.
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ty o m a jty fh re w  a  la r g e  lo a f  o f  b re a d  to  h im , w h ic h  

la s te d  h im  t ill  th e  B a t t le  o f  G e t t y s b u r g ,  w h e r e  h e  

w a s  ta k e n  p r is o n e r  b y  th e  F e d e r a ls ,  a n d  so o n  

a fte r w a r d s  s e t  a t  l ib e r t y .

S o m e w h a t  s im ila r  e x p e r ie n c e s  o c c u r r e d  in  th e  c a se  

o f  m a n y  c o n s c ie n t io u s  o b je c to rs  to  m ilit a r y  s e r v ic e  

d u r in g  th e  G r e a t  W a r . 1 In  1 9 2 2 ,  w h e n  th e F r e n c h  

o c c u p ie d  th e  R u h r  d is t r ic t  fo r  a  t im e , th e  in h a b i­

ta n ts  p ra c t is e d  a g a in s t  th e m  a  fo r m  o f  p a s s iv e  

re s is ta n c e  w h ic h  w a s  in s p ir e d  b y  th e  b e l ie f  th a t 

w r o n g  can  b e  r ig h te d  b y  a  w h o le -h e a r te d  d e te r ­

m in a t io n  to  s u f fe r  p a t ie n t ly  th e  w o r s t  w h ic h  w r o n g  

ca n  d o . I t  is  t ru e  th a t  in  th is  c a se  th e  G e r m a n s  

w o u ld  h a v e  r e s is te d  i f  th e y  c o u ld , a n d  b y  fo r c e  

o f  a rm s , so  th a t  th e ir  e ffo r ts  c a n n o t  b e  r e g a r d e d  

as  h a v in g  b e e n  in s p ir e d  b y  a  re d e m p t iv e  p u r p o s e —  

th e y  w e re  in d e e d  in  a  s e n s e  m e r e ly  a  pis aller. N o n e  

th e  le ss  th e  s u c c e s s  e v e n tu a lly  a c h ie v e d  b y  th e  R u h r  

p a s s iv e  re s is ta n c e  d e m o n s tra te s  th e  e x tr a o r d in a r y  

e f fe c t iv e n e s s  o f  v o lu n ta r i ly - e n d u r e d  s u f fe r in g .

N u m e r o u s  o th e r  in s ta n c e s  c o u ld  b e  c h o s e n , fr o m  

m a n y  d if fe re n t  t im e s  a n d  p la c e s , to  d e m o n s tra te  

th e  p o w e r  o f  th e  w a y  o f  th e  C r o s s .  B u t  i t  m u s t  

b e  e m p h a s is e d  th a t  th e  m o s t  s t r ik in g  o f  th e se  

in s ta n c e s  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  w h e n  m e n  w e r e  c o n s c io u s ly  

fo l lo w in g  th e  t e a c h in g  a n d  e x a m p le  o f  J e s u s  C h r is t ,

1 See Conscription anti Conscience, by J. W. Graham.
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a n d  o f  H i s  re d e m p t iv e  p u rp o s e  a c t in g  th ro u g h  

th e m .

T h is  p r in c ip le  is  s t r ik in g ly  il lu s t ra te d  in  th e  ca se  

o f  th e  g r e a t  m is s io n a r y  to  th e  S o u th  S e a s , Jo h n  G . 

P a to n . T h o u g h  h e  h a d  n o  a rm s  a n d  w a s  e n t ire ly  

a t  th e  m e r c y  o f  th e  c a n n ib a ls  a m o n g s t  w h o m  h e  

l iv e d , P a to n  fe a r le s s ly  d e n o u n c e d  th e ir  c ru e l c u s ­

to m s , fo r  e x a m p le , th e  in h u m a n  t re a tm e n t  o f  

w o m e n , th e  s t r a n g l in g  o f  w id o w s  a n d  th e  a lm o st  

c o n t in u o u s  w a r fa r e . “ O n  o n e  o c c a s io n  a  L e a g u e  

o f  B lo o d  w a s  fo rm e d  fo r  th e  p u rp o s e  o f  r id d in g  

th e  is la n d  o f  th e  w h ite  m a n , b u t  a t  th e  c r it ic a l  

m o m e n t  in  th e  c o u n c il o f  w a r , tw o  o ld  c h ie fs —  

s a c re d  m e n  a n d  a m o n g s t  P a t o n ’ s b it te re s t  e n e m ie s  

— s u d d e n ly  a n d  u n e x p e c te d ly  c a m e  o v e r  to  h is  s id e  

a n d  d e fie d  th e  re s t  to  to u c h  h im . S o o n  a fte r  th a t 

P a t o n  p e rs u a d e d  tw e n ty  c h ie fs  to  fo r m  th e m s e lv e s  

in to  a  p e a c e  p a r ty , a n d  fo r  a  c o n s id e ra b le  t im e  th e y  

m a n a g e d  to  m a in ta in  p e a c e . B u t  a  c h ie f  o f  o n e  o f  

th e  in la n d  t r ib e s  w a s  m u rd e re d , a n d  h is  fo llo w e r s  

sw o o p e d  d o w n  o n  th e  h a r b o u r  tr ib e s , a n d  a t  o n c e  

th e  w h o le  p la c e  w a s  a b la z e  w ith  th e  w a r  p a s s io n . 

P a to n , a n x io u s  o n ly  to  a v e r t  th e  im p e n d in g  w a r , 

w e n t  u n a rm e d  w ith  tw o  c o m p a n io n s  in to  th e  b u sh  

to  se a rc h  fo r  th e  in la n d  t r ib e s . T h e y  p a s s e d  m a n y  

d e s e r te d  v i l la g e s ,  a n d  a t  la s t  c a m e  u n e x p e c te d ly  

o n  a  g r e a t  c o m p a n y  a s s e m b le d  a t  a  fe a s t . Im m e ­

d ia te ly  e a c h  m a n  ru s h e d  fo r  h is  w e a p o n s . P a to n

( ( (  W  V r THE cross moves east I g T



A v a J^ g d  s tra ig h t  in to  th e  m id d le  o f  th e m  a r t a f l  j 
^ h ^ T p d / “ M y  lo v e  to  a ll y o u  m en  o f  T a n n a !  F e a r  

n o t, I am  y o u r  f r ie n d !”  A n  o ld  c h ie f  c a m e  u p  

an d  to o k  h im  b y  th e  h a n d , a n d  fo r  a b o u t  an  h o u r  

th e y  c o n v e rse d  to g e th e r , th e  c h ie fs  f in a lly  a g r e e in g  

to  g iv e  u p  th e  w a r , a n d  s e n d in g  h im  b a c k  w ith  

p re se n ts  o f  f r u it  a n d  fo w ls .”

P a to n  w a s  th e m ea n s o f  s to p p in g  n u m e ro u s  o th e r  

w a rs . O n e  o f  th e se  w a rs  w a s  u n d e rta k e n  b y  a  p a r ty  

fa v o u ra b le  to  C h r is t ia n ity . P a to n  c a m e  b e tw een  

th em  an d  th e ir  e n e m ie s  ju s t  b e fo re  th e  b a tt le  w a s  

jo in e d . T h e  f r ie n d ly  c h ie f  b e g g e d  fo r  le a v e  to  sh o o t 

d o w n  h is  e n e m ie s , s a y in g  th a t i f  P a to n  re fu s e d  it , 

a ll on  th e ir  s id e , w ith  P a to n  h im se lf , w o u ld  c e r ta in ly  

b e  m u rd e re d . P a to n  sh o u te d  to  b o th  p a rt ie s , “ Y o u  

m a y  sh o o t o r  m u rd e r  m e , b u t  I  a m  y o u r  fr ie n d .

I  am  n o t a fra id  to  d ie . M y  lo v e  to y o u  a l l . ”  T h e  
re su lt  o f  h is  c o u ra g e  w a s  p e a c e .

P a to n  s e ffo rts  m a d e  h im  m a n y  b it te r  e n e m ie s . 

I h e y  w e re  c o n t in u a lly  p la n n in g  to  k il l  h im , an d  

h is  l i fe  w a s  v e r y  u n c e rta in  fro m  d a y  to  d a y . B u t  

h e  w e n t a b o u t h is  w o r k  in  p e r fe c t  c o n fid e n c e  a n d  

h o p e , an d  h e  w a s  w o n d e r fu l ly  p ro te c te d  a n d  p re ­

se rv e d  in th e  m o st c r it ic a l c irc u m sta n c e s . O n c e  a  

m an  ru sh e d  a t  h im  w ith  an  a x e , b u t  a c h ie f, s ta n d in g  

n e a r ’  sn a tc h e d  a  sp a d e  w ith  w h ic h  h e  h a d  b een  

w o r k in g  a n d  d e x te ro u s ly  d e fe n d e d  h im . T h e  n e x t  

d a y  a  w ild  c h ie f  fo llo w e d  h im  a b o u t  fo r  fo u r  h o u rs  

w ith  a  lo a d e d  m u sk e t , w h ic h  w a s  o fte n  d ire c te d

E CROSS IN' CHRISTIAN HISTORY f S w



V-V, ® t i v a r ^ s  h im ;  b u t  s o m e th in g  r e s t ra in e d  h is jm p jid j 

• T h r e e  t im e s  o n e  n ig h t  P a t o n  h e a rd  m e n  t r y in g  to  

fo r c e  th e  d o o r  o f  h is  h o u s e , b u t  th e  n e x t  m o r n in g  

th e  r e p o r t  w e n t  a ll  a r o u n d  th e  h a r b o u r  th a t  th o se  

w h o  h a d  t r ie d  to  s h o o t  h im  w e r e  ‘ s m itte n  w e a k  

w ith  f e a r , ’ a n d  w e r e  u n a b le  to  c a r r y  o u t  th e ir  p la n . 

T h r o u g h  it  a ll P a t o n  w a s  c a lm ly  c o n s c io u s  th a t  

s o  lo n g  as  h e  h a d  w o r k  to  d o  h e  w o u ld  b e  s p a r e d  

to  d o  it , a n d  h e  w r ite s  o f  th e s e  t r o u b lo u s  t im e s , 

“ I t  is  th e  s o b e r  t ru th , a n d  it  c o m e s  b a c k  to  m e  

s w e e t ly  a f t e r  tw e n t y  y e a r s ,  th a t  I  h a d  m y  n e a re s t  

a n d  d e a r e s t  g l im p s e s  o f  th e  fa c e  a n d  s m ile  o f  m y  

b le s s e d  L o r d  in  th o se  d re a d  m o m e n ts  w h e n  m u s k e t , 

c lu b  o r  s p e a r  w a s  b e in g  le v e lle d  a t  m y  l i f e . ” 1

T h i s  w a s  th e  s e c r e t  o f  P a t o n ’ s  c o u r a g e , a n d  o f  h is  

s u c c e s s  in  a p p ly in g  th e  p r in c ip le  o f  th e  C r o s s . T h e s e  

th in g s  w e r e  fo u n d e d  u p o n  th e  l iv in g  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  

C h r i s t ’ s  p r e s e n c e  a n d  f r ie n d s h ip .

1 See John G. Paton’s Autobiography and The Arm  o f God.
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V jg ?  C H A P T E R  T H R E E

INDIAWARDS

T h e  fo l lo w in g  p a s s a g e  o c c u r s  in  C a n o n  S t r e e t e r ’ s  

s c h o la r ly  a n d  a u th o r it a t iv e  w o r k  o n  The Four
Gospels:

“ T h e  D o c t r in e  o f  th e  L o g o s ,  a s  th e  a u th o r  o f  

th e  F o u r t h  G o s p e l  s a w , m a d e  i t  p o s s ib le  to  p r e s e n t  

C h r is t ia n it y  to  th e  e d u c a te d  G r e e k  w o r ld  in  a  w a y  it  

c o u ld  a c c e p t . I t  w a s  th e  b o ld e s t  ‘ r e s ta te m e n t ’ o f  

C h r is t ia n it y  in  te rm s  o f  c o n t e m p o r a r y  t h o u g h t  e v e r  

a t te m p te d  in  th e  h is t o r y  o f  th e  C h u r c h . . . . T h e  

c o n c e p t io n  o f  th e  D iv in e  L o g o s ,  a s  h a m m e re d  o u t  

b y  P h i lo  to  fo r m  a  s y n th e s is  b e tw e e n  J e w is h  a n d  

N e o - P la to n ic  th o u g h t , w a s  j u s t  th e  c o n c e p t  n e e d e d  

a  p la c e  l ik e  E p h e s u s ,  n o t  o n ly  to  in te r p r e t  

C h r is t ia n it y  to  th e  G r e e k  in  te rm s  o f  D iv in e  I m m a ­

n e n c e , b u t  a lso  to  m e e t  th e  s ta n d in g  ta u n t  o f  th e  

J e w  th a t  th o s e  w h o  w o r s h ip p e d  C h r is t  w e r e  s e t t in g  

u p  a  n e w  G o d ”  (p . 4 6 8 ) .

The development o f the Logos Doctrine, here 
referred to, was o f incalculable importance in the 
history o f early Christianity. It rendered possible, 
and actual, the harnessing o f the Greek intellectual 
genius to the service o f the new Faith. It showed 
Christianity as the fulfilment o f the highest strivings 
o f the Greek spirit after truth, beauty and goodness.
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W v S ^ m d e :  w h a t  m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n , fro m  th e in te H c IJL d  

p o in t  o f  v ie w , m e re ly  a  re fo rm  m o v e m e n t w ith in  

th e  o b sc u re  J e w is h  re lig io n  in to  a  w o r ld -fa ith , w h o se  

p ro b le m s  in  th e  s p h e re  o f  th e  m in d  w e re  ta c k le d  

c o u ra g e o u s ly , a n d  w ith  b r illia n t  su c c e ss , b y  a  se r ie s  

o f  g r e a t  th in k e rs — m en  w h o se  tra in in g  in  G re e k  

p h ilo s o p h y  fitted  th em  to  b e co m e  th e  b u ild e rs  o f  

an  in te lle c tu a l fa b r ic  s tro n g  e n o u g h  to s u rv iv e  the 

d is in te g ra t in g  in flu e n c e s  o f  th e  D a r k  A g e s .

B u t  th ese  c o n s id e ra tio n s  m u s t  n o t le a d  u s  in to  

th e  e r ro r  o f  im a g in in g  th at th e a d o p tio n  in to  C h r is t ­

ia n ity  o f  th e  L o g o s  D o c tr in e  b y  th e  F o u r th  E v a n g e ­

lis t  w a s  a  p ie c e  o f  c le v e r  e c c le s ia stic a l ta c t ic s . H e  

d id  n ot s a y  to  h im se lf , “ N o w  w e  C h r is t ia n s  a re  in  

d a n g e r  o f  re m a in in g  in  a  b a c k -w a te r  a m o n g s t  the 

J e w s .  W e  n eed  a p o in t o f  co n ta c t w’ith  th e  G r e e k s —  

so m e th in g  h a n d y  to  a ttra c t  th em  to  o u r  b e lie fs . W e  

n e e d  a l in e  o f  th o u g h t fitted  to  a c t  as  a  b r id g e  u n it in g  

tw o  d iv e rg e n t  w o r ld -v ie w s , th o se  o f  th e  J e w  a n d  
th e  G r e e k .”

W e  m u s t  n o t s u p p o se  th a t th e  F o u r th  E v a n g e l is t  

se t  o u t, w ith  th ese  c o n s id e ra tio n s  in  h is  m in d , to  

e x p lo re  th e  A n c ie n t  G r e e k  w r it in g s , a n d  th e  th e o rie s  

o f  c o n te m p o ra ry  p h ilo s o p h e r s : n o r  m u st  w e  s u p p o se  

th at, a fte r  ju d ic io u s  b a la n c in g  o f  th e  c la im s  o f  o th e r  

lin e s  o f  th o u g h t  (e .g . th e  S to ic  sy ste m  o f  e th ic s , o r  

th e  ritu a l o f  th e  m y ste ry -re lig io n s ) , h e  fin a lly  se le c te d  I 

th e  L o g o s  D o c tr in e , as th e  b e st  c a lc u la te d  to  se rv e  

h is  p u rp o s e .
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in  w h ic h  h e  w r ite s  o f  th e  L o g o s  

v m c e s u s  th at th e F o u r th  E v a n g e l is t  h a d  le a rn t  to  

re g a rd  th is  g r e a t  c o n c e p tio n  o f  t ru th , w h ic h  s ta rts  

fa r  b a c k  in  H e r a c l itu s , a n d  c o m e s  d o w n  th ro u g h  

P la to , th e  S to ic s , th e  N e o -P la to n is t s  a n d  P h ilo , n o t 

m e re ly  as  a  c o n v e n ie n t  p o in t  o f  co n ta c t w ith  H e lle n ic  

th o u g h t, b u t as so m e th in g  l iv in g ly  tru e  in  it se lf . H e  

h ad  tra c e d  th e  g ra d u a l e x p a n s io n  a n d  e n r ic h m e n t  

° f  th at id e a  d o w n  th ro u g h  th e  c e n tu r ie s , a n d  h a d  

fo u n d  in  it  s o m e th in g  w h ic h  im m e n s e ly  s tre n g th e n e d  

an d  d e e p e n e d  h is  o w n  th o u g h t  a b o u t G o d  a n d  h is  

1 o w n  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  C h r is t .

T h e  b o u r th  E v a n g e l is t  d id  n o t m e r e ly  p o u n c e  

on  th e  L o g o s  D o c tr in e , w ith  a  sh o u t  o f  d e l ig h t , 

Cr}rin g , “ T h is  w ill  b e  u s e fu l .”  H e  sa id  to  h im -  

s e lf> a s  h e  k n e lt , “ T h i s  is  true. T h i s  w il l  te a c h  

u s  m o re  a b o u t  C h r is t  th a n  w e  h a v e  e v e r  k n o w n  
b e fo re .”

H e  w a s  n o t a la rm e d  b y  th e  fa c t  th a t th e  L o g o s  

o c tr in e  w a s  G r e e k  in  o r ig in , n o r  b y  th e  in e v ita b le  

co n n e ctio n  b e tw e e n  th a t  D o c tr in e  a n d  v a r io u s  

ea th en  c o n c e p tio n s  a n d  p ra c t ic e s . H e  w a s  h o n e st  

u i fo llo w in g  tru th  a s  h e  s a w  it . H e  a c c e p te d  th e  

o c tr in e  as  true, a n d  th e re fo re  as  e n r ic h in g  v ita l ly  

th e e x is t in g  v ie w s  o f  C h r is t ia n  tru th .

M o r e  th an  th is , h e  s a w  th a t , s in c e  th e  D o c t r in e  

Was tru e , C h r is t ia n ity  must have it, w o u ld  in d e e d  

p e r ish  w ith o u t  it . A n d  th u s  h e , a n d  th o se  w h o  

° u g h t  w ith  h im , to o k  th e  v ita l ly  im p o rta n t  s te p



v ^ ^ " ' '50^ R re lc o m in g  th e G re e k  p h ilo so p h ica l th o u g h ?  mid 
th e  h e a rt  o f  C h r is t ia n ity .

In  so  d o in g  th e y  p e r fo rm e d  th ree  essen tia l se r­

v ic e s  on  b e h a lf  o f  C h r is t ia n ity . T h e y  v a s t ly  e n rich e d  

th e  C h ris t ia n  co n cep tio n  o f  C h r is t , s h o w in g  u s the 

E te r n a l  C h r is t  a n d  th e In w a rd  C h r is t . T h e y  h ar- 

n e sse d  th e G re e k  m in d  to th e  se rv ic e  an d  su p p o rt 

o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  F a ith . A n d  th ird ly , as a  co n se­

q u en ce  o f  th is , th e y  sa v e d  C h r is t ia n ity  fro m  the 

e x tin c tio n  w h ic h  m u st h a v e  o v e rta k e n  it h a d  it 

la c k e d  th at se rv ic e  an d  su p p o rt.

H e n c e  the F o u r th  G o s p e l h a s been  w e ll c a lled  the 

tru e st  b e c a u se  th e  m o st sp ir itu a l. I t  d ea ls  le ss  th an  

th e S y n o p tic s  w ith  h isto rica l in c id e n t; b u t it  sh o w s 

u s  C h r is t  as H e  h a d  co m e to  b e  k n o w n  b y  a C h r is t-  

w o rsh ip p e r  o f  th e  h ig h e s t  sp ir itu a l g e n iu s , w h o  

h a d  le a rn t  to  lo o k  u p o n  H is  L o r d  w ith  G r e e k  as 

w e ll as w ith  J e w is h  e y e s , an d  th u s  to  see  H im  in  

H is  u n iv e rsa l an d  e tern a l s ig n ific a n c e .

In  A u g u s t  1 9 3 0  o c c u rre d  th e  fifte e n -h u n d re d th ; 

a n n iv e rsa ry  o f  th e  d eath  o f  the g re a te s t  o f  all 

A fr ic a n s , th e  m o st m a je st ic  an d  u n iv e rsa l f ig u re , 

p ro d u c e d  e ith e r  b y  th e  race s o f  th e  A fr ic a n  c o n ti­

n e n t o r  b y  th e  C h r is t ia n  C h u rc h  a fte r  its  first 

g e n e ra tio n .
A u g u s t in e  d ie d  b e s ie g e d  b y  the fiercest an d  most 

d e stru c t iv e  o f  th e  a d v a n c in g  h o rd es  o f  b a r b a r ia n s - "  ; 

th e  n o to rio u s  V a n d a ls — in th e litt le  tow n  o f  H ip p o ?
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h a d  c h o s e n  a s  th e  c e n t r e  o f  a  l i f e t i m g j b L i  

h u m b le  a n d  C h r i s t l ik e  s e r v ic e .  H e  d ie d  s u r r o u n d e d  

b y  a  u n iv e r s a l  c a ta s t r o p h e , th e  w h o le s a le  d e s t r u c t io n  

o f  th e  a n c ie n t  c iv i l is a t io n . A  c e n t u r y  b e fo r e  h is  

t im e  a n o th e r  g r e a t  A f r i c a n ,  T e r t u l l ia n ,  h a d  s a id  o f  

th e  R o m a n  E m p i r e ,  “ T h i s  a lo n e  s ta n d s  b e tw e e n  

( u s  a n d  th e  e n d  o f  th e  w o r l d . ”  A u g u s t in e  s a w  th e  

e n d  c o m e  a n d  w a s  u n a fr a id .  H e  s u s t a in e d  u n d is ­

m a y e d  th e  r u in  o f  c iv i l is a t io n  a r o u n d  h i m ;  f o r  h e  

s a w  b e y o n d  th e  d e v a s ta t io n  c a u s e d  b y  th e  b a r b a r ia n  

in v a s io n s  to  th e  p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  b u i ld in g  a  n e w  

c iv i l is a t io n , a n d  a  m o r e  C h r i s t l ik e  o n e , o n  th e  g r o u n d  

w h ic h  h a d  th u s  b e e n  c le a r e d . H i s  f a i t h  a n d  v is io n  

w e r e  s u c h  th a t  t h e y  c o u ld  p ie r c e  b e y o n d  th e  s m o k e  

o f  V a n d a l  w a t c h - f ir e s  to  th e  f a r - o f f  d a y  w h e n  m a n ­

k in d  s h o u ld  b e  r u le d  b y  th e  la w s  o f  C h r is t .  I n  h is  

g r e a t  b o o k  The City of God h e  s h o w e d  th e  p r in c ip le s  

w h ic h  m u s t  b e  fo l lo w e d  i f  t h a t  p r o c e s s  o f  w o r ld -  

| ^ c o n s t r u c t io n  w e r e  to  b e  c a r r ie d  t h r o u g h  s u c c e s s -  

, f u l ly  a n d  p e r m a n e n t ly .  T h r o u g h  h is  in f lu e n c e  o n  

th e  c r e a t io n  o f  th e  m e d ia e v a l  w o r ld - p o l i t y ,  a n d  

( e s P ec ia l ly  t h r o u g h  th e  p o w e r  w h ic h  h is  id e a s  

e x e r te d  o v e r  s u c h  m e n  a s  C h a r le m a g n e  a n d  P o p e  

| G r e g o r y  V I I ,  h e  m a y  j u s t l y  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  th e  

g r e a t e s t  o f  a l l  w o r ld - b u i ld e r s ;  a n d  h is  t h o u g h t  in  

dhe City of God, a l t h o u g h  it  h a s  f r e q u e n t ly  b e e n  

m is in t e r p r e t e d  a n d  m is a p p lie d ,  s t i l l  h a s  s ig n if ic a n c e  
fo r  u s  t o - d a y .

| ® u t  A u g u s t in e  w a s  m o r e  th a n  a  p h i lo s o p h e r  o f

W v k \ indiawards r  L



( th o u g h  h e  w a s  p e rh a p s  th e  g r e a t e s ^ 3^ a H  

s u c h  p h ilo s o p h e rs ) . H e  w a s  a  t r u ly  c a th o lic  s p ir it .  |  

F o r  n in e  y e a r s  h e  h a d  b e en  th e  d e v o te e  o f  an  O r ie n ta l 

c u lt . T h e n  h e  h a d  b e c o m e  an  a rd e n t  P la to n is t .   ̂

F in a l ly  h e  w a s  c o n v e rte d  to  th e  tru th  a n d  b e a u ty  o f  :j 

C h r is t ,  a n d  w o rs h ip p e d  H im  as F u lf i l le r  n o t  o n ly  ’j| 

o f  a ll th e  h ig h e s t  in  J e w is h  r e lig io n , b u t  o f  all the Lj 

h ig h e s t  in  G r e e k  re lig io n  a lso . A fr ic a n  in  o r ig in , J j  

A u g u s t in e  b e c a m e  E u r o p e a n  in  in te lle c tu a l a n d  . 

A s ia t ic  in  sp ir itu a l  a f f i l ia t io n ; an d  p e rh a p s  p a r t ly  h 

fo r  th is  re a so n  h is  g r e a t  b o o k s  s t il l  h a v e  a v ita l  I 

s ig n if ic a n c e  fo r  th e  w h o le  w o r ld . N o t  o n ly  w a s  h e  >1 
th e  c h ie f  b u ild e r , in  h is  City of God, o f  th e  id e a s  ■ 

w h ic h  c o n tro lle d  th e  M e d ia e v a l  w o r ld — fro m  w h ic h  j 

o u r  o w n  m o d e rn  w o r ld  s p r a n g ;  b u t  h is  Confessions 
a re  fo r  a ll a g e s  a n d  fo r  all ra c e s  o f  m a n k in d  the 

c la ss ic a l re c o rd  o f  sp ir itu a l  p i lg r im a g e .

A u g u s t in e  is  fr e q u e n t ly  th o u g h t  o f  as  a  p illa r  o f  , 

o r t h o d o x y : as  th e  s c o u r g e  o f  h e re t ic s , th e  fie rc e  J 
o p p o n e n t  o f  D o n a t is t s  a n d  M a n ic h e e s :  a s  th e  o r ig in  \ 
a to r  o f  a  c a st- iro n  sc h e m e  o f  d o g m a , w h ic h  b , « 

o n e ro u s  in s is te n c e  u p o n  p re d e st in a tio n  a n d  o r ig in a l ; 

s in . In  a  se n se  th is  c o m m o n ly  re c e iv e d  o p in io n  i i 

ju s t i f ie d .  A u g u s t in e ,  u n d e r  c e rta in  a sp e c ts  o f  h is  ‘ 

m a n y -s id e d  p e rs o n a lity , w a s  an a r c h -d o g m a tis : i

th e  v e r y  fo u n ta in  o f  s tr ic te s t  C a th o lic  o r t h o d o x ] . 1 
Y e t  i t  m u st  b e  re m e m b e re d  th at in  th e  Con/ ’ss io n s  

A u g u s t in e  s a y s , “ C ic e r o ’ s Hortensius" (a  p h i l o - |  

so p h ic a l tre a t ise , n o w  lo st , b u t  d e a lin g  la r g e lv  w ith

■
*
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y P Ja t o n is m )  “ q u ite  a lte re d  m y  a f fe c t io n , tu r n e d  m y  

p S y o f s  to  T h y s e l f ,  O  L o r d ,  a n d  c h a n g e d  m y  p u r ­

p o s e s  a n d  d e s ir e s . A l l  m y  v a in  h o p e s  I  th e n c e fo r th  

s l ig h t e d :  a n d  w ith  a n  in c r e d ib le  z e a l  o f  s p ir i t  I 

th ir s te d  a f t e r  th e  im m o r t a l ity  o f  w is d o m , a n d  b e g a n  

1 to  l i s e  u p  th a t  I  m ig h t  r e tu r n  to  T h e e .  H o w  d id  I  

b u rn  th e n , m y  G o d , to  f ly  f r o m  e a r th ly  d e l ig h ts  to  
T h e e ”  {Con. I l l ,  4 ) .

In d e e d , a s  w e  re a d  th e  Confessions, w e  a re  c o m ­

p e lle d  to  r e c o g n is e  th a t  A u g u s t in e ’ s c o n v e r s io n —  

u s in g  th a t  te rm  in  C h r i s t ’ s  se n s e , th e  s e n se  c o n v e y e d  

b y  th e  G r e e k  w o r d  t r a n s la te d  ‘ r e p e n ta n c e , ’ w h ic h  

m e a n s  in  r e a lit y  ‘ c h a n g e  o f  id e a ls ’— to o k  p la c e  n o t  

p r im a r i ly  in  th e  fa m o u s  g a r d e n  a t  M i la n ,  b u t  c o n ­

s id e r a b ly  e a r lie r , w h e n  h e  b e g a n  s e r io u s ly  to  re a d  

th e  P la to n is t s .  H i s  id e a ls  w e r e  c h a n g e d  t h e n ;  h is  

w ill  w a s  s u r r e n d e r e d  a t  M i la n ,  a n d  so  h e  b e c a m e  

a b le  to  fo l lo w  in  a c t io n  th e  id e a ls  w h ic h  h e  h a d  

a lr e a d y  in te lle c tu a l ly  e m b ra c e d .

A g a in ,  in  h is  la s t  b o o k , th e  Retractationes, in  

w h ic h  h e  r e v ie w s  h is  l i fe - w o r k  a n d  g iv e s  h is  fin a l 

p ro n o u n c e m e n ts  o n  h is  l i f e ’ s o p in io n s , A u g u s t in e  

s a y s , “ T h e  v e r y  t h in g  w h ic h  is  n o w  c a lle d  th e  

C h r is t ia n  r e l ig io n  e x is te d  a m o n g  th e  a n c ie n ts , a n d  

n e v e r  fa i le d  f r o m  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  h u m a n  ra c e  

u p  to  th e  c o m in g  o f  C h r is t  in  th e  fle sh . T h e n  th e  

t r u e  r e l ig io n  w h ic h  a lr e a d y  e x is te d , b e g a n  to  b e  

c a lle d  C h r is t ia n it y ”  (Retract., I ,  1 3 ) .

T h is  p ro n o u n c e m e n t  m a y  re m in d  u s  o f  th e  w o rd s

.
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o f  J u s t in  M a r t y r ,  “ W e  h a v e  a lre a d y  p ro v e d  V  ■ j 

^ t o  b e  th e  fir s tb o rn  o f  G o d  a n d  th e  L o g o s ,  o f  w h ic h  j  

m a n k in d  h a v e  a ll b e e n  p a r ta k e r s : a n d  th o se  w h o  

l iv e d  b y  re a so n ”  ( i.e . b y  s p ir itu a l d isc e rn m e n t) ‘were •) 

C h r is t ia n s  n o tw ith s ta n d in g  th e y  w e re  th o u g h t  to  

b e  a th e is ts . S u c h  a m o n g  th e G re e k ’s w e re  S o c ra te s  a 

a n d  H e r a c le itu s , a n d  th o se  l ik e  th e m ”  (First 
Apology, 4 6 ) .

S im ila r ly  S t . G r e g o r y  sa y s , “ Jo h n  th e  B a p t is t  dice' 

n o t in  th e  d ire c t  c o n fe ss io n  o f  C h r is t , b u t  fo r  t e ll in g  1 
th e  tru th  in  a m a tte r  o f  r ig h te o u s n e s s ; y e t , se e in g  

th a t C h r is t  is  tru th , th e re fo re  in  d y in g  fo r  tru th  h e  ' 

d ie d  fo r  C h r is t ”  (Moralium in Job. lib. 2 8 ) .

H e r e ,  th e n , w e  se e  tw o  o f  th e  g re a te s t  p illa r : o f  

C h r is t ia n  o r th o d o x y , th e  F o u r th  E v a n g e l is t  an d  

S t . A u g u s t in e ,  to g e th e r  w ith  o th e rs  o f  th e  great 
e a r ly  C h r is t ia n  th in k e rs , n o t o n ly  w e lc o m in g  in  ; 
f ro m  th e  G r e e k s  th e ir  c o n tr ib u t io n  to  re lig io n , b u t 

f in d in g  C h r is t  a m o n g s t  th e  G r e e k s  a n d  o th e  g r ca 

fo re ru n n e rs  o f  C h r is t ia n  re v e la t io n , a n d  b e ir : , led 

in to  d e e p e r  a n d  fu lle r  k n o w le d g e  o f  H im  an d  oi G o d  

th ro u g h  th e  c o n tr ib u tio n  m a d e  to  th e  u n d e rst  in d in g  : 

o f  C h r is t  b y  th e  G r e e k  v ie w  o f  tru th .

T h u s  it  c a m e  a b o u t, a s  h a s  b e en  p o in te d  o u t 

D r .  T .  R .  G lo v e r , th a t “ th e  C h u rc h  c o n q u e r  d 

w o r ld  b e c a u se  it  a p p e a le d  to  a  g r e a t  ra ce  on  its 

h ig h e s t  le v e ls .” 1

* The W orld o f the N ew  Testament, p. 189.
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O u r  o w n  g e n e r a t io n  is  m a k in g  c o n t a c t  w i t h  a  w b r t o ^  

c u lt u r e  f a r  m o r e  a n c ie n t  th a n  t h a t  o f  th e  G r e e k s ,  

f a r  m o r e  e n d u r in g ,  f a r  m o r e  s p ir i t u a l .

W e  n e e d , in  o u r  r e la t io n s  w i t h  I n d ia  a n d  e s p e c i ­

a l ly  w it h  In d ia n  r e l ig io n ,  th e  s a m e  q u e s t in g  e m a n c i­

p a t e d  s p ir i t  w h ic h  m a r k e d  th e  a u th o r  o f  th e  F o u r t h

I G o s p e l  w h e n  h e  w e lc o m e d  th e  L o g o s  D o c t r in e  in to  

C h r i s t i a n i t y :  a n d  w h ic h  m a r k e d  a ls o  A u g u s t in e ,  

a n d  m e n  l ik e  h im , w h e n  t h e y  a c k n o w le d g e  th e  

g r e a t n e s s  o f  th e  d e b t  w h ic h  t h e y  o w e d  to  th e  G r e e k s .

I s  i t  p o s s ib le  f o r  u s  t o - d a y  to  f in d  a n y t h in g  w h ic h  

w il l  a c t  a s  a  b r id g e  b e tw e e n  In d ia n  r e l ig io n  a n d  

C h r i s t i a n i t y :  a n d  a s  a  m e a n s  o f  h a r n e s s in g  th e  

In d ia n  m in d  to  th e  t a s k  o f  f in d in g  a  fu l le r  r e v e la t io n  

o f  C h r i s t  th a n  w e  h a v e  a s  y e t  fo u n d  in  th e  W e s t ?  

T h e s e  a r e  d a r in g  q u e s t io n s  to  a s k ;  b u t  w e  s h a ll

I n o t  o b ta in  a  s a t is fa c t o r y  a n s w e r  to  t h e m , n o r  s h a ll  

w e  d o  o u r  d u t y  e it h e r  b y  E a s t  o r  W e s t ,  u n le s s  w e  

r e a lis e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  d a r in g  e n o u g h . W e  m u s t  g o  

fo r w a r d ,  a s  th e  F o u r t h  E v a n g e l i s t  d id ,  a n d  a s  

A u g u s t in e  d id ,  to  a s k  y e t  m o r e  d a r in g ly ,  “ I s  th e r e  

a n y  in te r p r e t a t io n  o f  th e  m e a n in g  o f  C h r i s t  w h ic h  w e  

h a v e  m is s e d :  w h ic h  w e  b i t t e r ly  n e e d :  f o r  l a c k  o f

1
 w h ic h  o u r  W e s t e r n  C h r i s t ia n i t y  is  s t a r v i n g ? ”

T h e  F o u r t h  E v a n g e l i s t ,  b r o u g h t  u p  in  th e  n a r r o w  

c ir c le  o f  o r t h o d o x  J u d a i s m ,  a n d  th e n  l i v in g  f o r  m a n y  

f e a r s  in  c o n t a c t  w it h  w h a t  s e e m e d  l ik e ly  to  r e m a in  

.1 n e r e ly  a  r e fo r m  m o v e m e n t  in  t h a t  s m a l l  f ie ld , h a d  

| o m e  to  r e a l is e  t h a t  b e y o n d  th e  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  h is

•



J e w is h  w o r ld  th e re  la y  a  v a s t  an d  s j fk Jm U  

^ ^ - '- w r ld - in t e r p r e t a t io n  o f  tru th , w h ic h  m ig h t  sh o w  

h im  an d  h is  fe llo w -b e lie v e rs  a u n iv e rsa l a n d  e tern a l 

C h r is t  w h o m  th e y  c o u ld  n e v e r  a p p re h e n d  i f  th e ir  

m in d s  re m a in e d  c lo se d  to  G r e e k  th o u g h t  a n d  co n ­

te n t w ith  Je w is h - C h r is t ia n it y .

A u g u s t in e , t ra in e d  fro m  in fa n c y  b y  o n e  w h o  ha 

e v e r  re m a in e d  th e  id e a l o f  C h r is t ia n  m o th e rh o o d , 

M o n ic a , h a d  fo u n d  n o th in g  in  C h r is t ia n ity  th a t , 

s p o k e  to  h is  o w n  n eed  till h e  re a d  th e  p re -C h r is t ia n  

P la to n is ts . T h e n , as  h e  c am e to  c o m p re h e n d  th e 

tru e  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  th e  G r e e k  th o u g h t  a b o u t G o d  

a n d  G o d ’ s w o rk m a n sh ip  fo r  b e a u ty , tru th  an d  

g o o d n e ss , “ w ith  an  in c re d ib le  z e a l o f  s p ir it  I t h ir s t s  

a fte r  th e  im m o rta lity  o f  w isd o m , an d  b e g a n  to rise  

u p  th at I  m ig h t  co m e to  T h e e .  H o w  d id  I  b u rn  th en ,! 

m y  G o d , to  f ly  fro m  e a rth ly  d e lig h ts  to  T h e e ’ 

(Con., I l l ,  4 ) . In  co n se q u e n c e  o f  th is  ex p e rie n ce ,, 

A u g u s t in e ’s w r it in g s , a n d  e sp e c ia lly  th e  Conj< 
sions, a re  sh o t  th ro u g h  w ith  P la to n ic  co n cep tio  1 3, 

w h ic h  a re  so  e m p lo y e d  as to  g iv e  a  n ew  a n d  p r - 

m a n e n t d e e p e n in g  to  th e  w h o le  s p ir it  o f  C h r is t ' u 

m y stic ism .

H a v e  w e  th e fa ith  to  sa y  o f  In d ia n  re lig io n , a s l 

A u g u s t in e  sa id  o f  H e lle n is m , e x p re s s in g  th e  m att r< 

o p in io n  o f  a  life t im e , “ T h e  v e r y  th in g  w h ich  

n o w  ca lle d  th e  C h r is t ia n  re lig io n  e x is te d  am on; 

th e  a n c ien ts , a n d  n e v e r  fa i le d ? ”

I f  so , w h a t  is  th a t ‘ th in g ’ ?
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y  \ o b v io u s  th a t in  a s k in g  su c h  q u e st io n s  w e  m i l  , 

1 s h o w in g ^ o u rs e lv e s  e x c e e d in g ly  ra sh . A f t e r  a ll, th e  

F o u r th  E v a n g e l is t  w ro te  r ig h t  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  

th e  C h r is t ia n  m o v e m e n t, w h e n  can o n s o f  o r th o d o x y  

w e re  as y e t  s c a rc e ly  in  e x is te n c e . A n d  ev en  A u g u s t in e  

lie s  th re e -q u a rte rs  o f  th e  w a y  b a c k  a lo n g  th e  lin e  

o f  t im e  w h ic h  co n n e c ts  o u r  o w n  a g e  w ith  th e  firs t  

b e g in n in g s  o f  th e  F a it h . I s  it  n o t p re s u m p tu o u s  fo r  

u s  to  im a g in e  th a t it  is  p o s s ib le  to  u s e  m e th o d s  to ­

d a y  w h ic h  m a y  h a v e  o n c e  b een  le g it im a te , o r  e v e n  

e sse n tia l, b u t  m a y  n o w  b e  so  n o  lo n g e r ?

E v e r y  in d iv id u a l m u st  w o r k  o u t h is  o w n  a n s w e r  

to  su c h  q u e st io n s . I t  can  o n ly  b e  s u g g e s te d  h e re  th a t 

th e  C h r is t ia n s  o f  th e  firs t  fo u r  c e n tu r ie s  s to o d  in  a  

re la t io n  to w a rd s  a  g re a t  p re -C h r is t ia n  w o r ld -c u ltu re  

su c h  as h a s n e v e r  b een  re p e a te d  till o u r  o w n  g e n e ra ­

t io n , w h e n  th e  W e s t  h a s b e g u n  to  a w a k e n  to  th e  

s ig n if ic a n c e  a n d  th e  g re a tn e ss  o f  In d ia n  th o u g h t .

In  a  se n se  o u r  only p re c e d e n t fo r  th e  r ig h t  C h r is t ia n  

a ttitu d e  to w a rd s  In d ia n  re lig io n  is to  b e  fo u n d  in  th e  

. a ttitu d e  to w a rd s  H e lle n is m  o f  th e  F o u r th  E v a n g e l is t ,  

o f  A u g u s t in e  a n d  o f  th e  g r e a t  C h r is t ia n  th in k e rs  

in te rm e d ia te  in  t im e  b e tw een  th e se  tw o . W e  a re  

- c o m p e lle d  b y  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  ca se  to  g o  b a c k  to  th e  

\ fo u n ta in -h e a d .

I t  m a y  b e  o b je c te d , in  r e p ly  to  th is , th a t  Is la m ,

> a lth o u g h  p o s t-C h r is t ia n  in  o r ig in , w a s , a n d  is , a  

w o rld -c u ltu re , a n d  th a t M e d ia e v a l  C h r is t ia n ity  h a d  

rc r y  d e fin ite  c o n ta c ts  w ith  Is la m . B u t  Is la m  is  n o t
E
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V; a w o r 'ld -c u ltu r e  in  th e  se n se  in  w h ic h  H e lle n is te y * u J/  

In d ia n  r e l ig io n  a re  w o r ld -c u ltu re s . I t  is a  f ig h t in g -  

b ro th e rh o o d , re g im e n te d  w ith  c r u s h in g  a u th o r ity , 

so  lo n g  as it  re m a in s  Is la m , b y  a  b o o k  a n d  b y  o rg a n s  

o f  in te rp re ta t io n , w h ic h  a re  u s e d  to  im p o s e  a  c a st-  

iro n  d is c ip lin e  u p o n  a ll b e lie v e rs . I t  is a  r e lig io n  n o ’ 

so  m u c h  o f  fre e d o m  a n d  g r o w th  as  o f  p a s s iv e  su b  

m iss io n  to  th e  in s c ru ta b le  w ill  o f  A l la h ,  re v e a le d  

fo r  a ll t im e  in  a  v o lu m e  w h ic h  is  r e g a rd e d  w ith  s u c h  I 

a b je c t  v e n e ra tio n  th at it  m a y  n o t e v e n  b e  tra n s la te d .

M o r e o v e r ,  a s  ju d g e d  b y  th e  S p ir it  o f  C h r is t ,  th e  

m a n n e r  o f  re a c tio n  a d o p te d  b y  M e d ia e v a l  C h r i s t  . 

ia n ity  to w a rd s  Is la m  w a s  q u ite  o b v io u s ly  wrong. 
T h e r e  w a s  n o  a t te m p t  m a d e  to  fin d  a n y th in g  in 

Is la m  w h ic h  m ig h t  b e  a  c o n firm a tio n  o f, o r  a  n e e d e d  

re in te rp re ta t io n  fo r , C h r is t ia n  t r u t h : a n d  th is  in  

sp ite  o f  th e  fa c t  th at th e  I s la m ic  s p ir it  o f  b ro th e r ! i< >od, 

t ra n s c e n d in g  a ll  b a r r ie r s  o f  ra c e , c a ste , c lass o r  

n a tio n a lity , su p p lie s  an  o b je c t- le sso n  o f  tr iu m p h al) f 

su c c e ss  in  a  d ire c t io n  in  w h ic h  C h r is t ia n ity  h ast 

la m e n ta b ly  fa ile d . T h e  a ttitu d e  a d o p te d  to w a rd s  

th e  n e w  fa ith  w as  in  th e  m ain  o n e  o f  u n re a s o n in g ' 

a n d  b ig o te d  o p p o s it io n , a n d  w a s  ex p re sse d  

g ig a n t ic  sc a le  in  th e  C ru s a d e s . T h e  re la t io n sh ip s  

b e tw e e n  C h r is t ia n s  a n d  M u s s u lm a n s  h a v e  been  

p o iso n e d  e v e r  s in c e  b y  th e m e m o rie s  o f  th e  d a y  

w h e n  G o d fr e y  d e  B o u illo n  a n d  h is  fo llo w e rs . • 

at la s t  re a c h e d  Je r u s a le m  a n d  o v e rc o m e  its  d fe m  cs 

“ h a d  th e  v i le  b lo o d  o f  th e  S a ra c e n s  u p  to  tl k n ee

G°^\
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\ o ^ ^ w , | i 5i-ses”  (as G o d fr e y  w ro te  to  th e  P o p e )  o t f l l  j 
th e ir  w a ^  to  g iv e  jo y fu l  th a n k s  a t  th e  H o ly  S e p u lc h re .

T h e  e ffo r t  to  fin d  a  c o n tr ib u tio n , a n d  p e rh a p s  a  v e r y  

v a lu a b le  o n e , to  o u r  k n o w le d g e  o f  C h r is t  fro m  

In d ia  is o n e  w h ic h  is  sa n c tio n e d  fo r  u s , an d  in d e e d  

e n jo in e d  u p o n  u s , b y  th e  e x a m p le  o f  th e  g re a te s t  o f  

C h r is t ia n  th in k e rs  d u r in g  th e  o n ly  o th e r  p e r io d  o f  

C h r is t ia n  h is to ry  w h e n  th e  C h u r c h  w a s  b ro u g h t  in to  

co n ta c t w ith  a w o r ld -c u ltu re  a lien  to  an d  m o re  a n c ie n t  

th an  th a t o f  its  o r ig in , a n d  a  w o r ld -c u ltu re  m a rk e d  

o u t  b y  its  lo n g  re c o rd  o f  sp ir itu a l se a rc h  as  c o n stitu t­

in g  a s u p re m e ly  h ig h  a c h ie v e m e n t o f  sp ir itu a l g e n iu s .

T h e  re c o rd  o f  th e  c o n ta c t  o f  C h r is t ia n ity  w ith  

H e lle n is m , a n d  th e m e m o ry  o f  th e  im m e n se  d e b ts  

w h ic h  C h r is t ia n ity  o w e s  to  H e lle n is m , sh o u ld  

m a k e  u s  u n e a sy  le st, i f  w e  a d o p t a n  a ttitu d e  o f  

u n b e n d in g  se lf-su ffic ie n c y  to w a rd s  H in d u is m , w e  

m a y  m iss  s o m e th in g  w h ic h  w e  a n d  th e  re s t  o f  m a n ­

k in d  g r ie v o u s ly  n eed . H a d  th e  F o u r th  E v a n g e l is t ,  

a n d  th o se  w h o  th o u g h t  l ik e  h im , a d o p te d  to w a rd s  

H e lle n is m  th e  a ttitu d e  th a t ‘w e  h a v e  n o  n e e d  o f  

a n y th in g  fro m  su c h  h e ath en  so u rc e s , h a v e  w e  n o t 

as  g o o d  o r  b e tte r  a lre a d y  in  J u d a is m ? ’ th en  C h r is t ­

ia n ity  w o u ld  n e v e r  h a v e  s u r v iv e d  th e  D a r k  A g e s :  

a n d  th e  C h r is t ia n s  o f  th e  firs t  c e n tu r ie s  w o u ld  h a v e  

b e en  in c a lc u la b ly  p o o re r  in  th e ir  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  

th e ir  M a s t e r .  I f  w e  a d o p t th e  sa m e  a ttitu d e  to w a rd s  

In d ia n  re lig io n , w e  m a y  b e  ru n n in g  an  e q u a l r is k  

to -d a y .



THE INDIAN SPIRIT OF DEVOTION

W h e n  the W e stern er th in ks at all ab out In d ian  

re lig io n , he is apt to th in k  o f  it  as typ ica lly  p an ­

theistic , as an au stere un d ifferen tiated  m ysticism , in 
w h ich  the effort o f  the soul, p ro lon ged  o f  necessity  
th ro u gh  lo n g  periods o f  in tensely  rigo ro u s d iscip lin e, 

is to realise  at last its u n ity  w ith  G o d .

W e  recall in th is connection  the ascetic w ho has 

abandoned  all op p ortu n ity  fo r jo y  and ga in , and w ho 

sits w ith  arm s p erm an en tly  exten d ed  above h is head, 

till th ey  w ith er aw ay, o r ad opts som e other inten 
p ain fu l posture, en ga ged  all the w h ile  in a rap t 

realisation  o f  his oneness w ith  G o d .
W e  th in k  p erh aps o f  the fam ous instance o f  the 

ascetic o f  th is typ e, w ho w as bayoneted  b y  a  B rit ish  
so ld ier at the sack  o f  D e lh i, an d  w ho excla im ed o 

h im  w ith  h is d y in g  breath , “ T h o u  too art H e .”
T h e  W e st  does not, h ow ever, su ffic ien tly  realise 

that th is typ e  o f  ascetic panth eism  is not the o n ly , 
o r the ch ief, o r the h igh est, expression  o f  In d ian  
re lig io n . F ro m  tim e im m em orial, in In d ia  itse lf 
there has been w ag ed  an u n re len tin g  w arfare  ag a in st 
such  panth eism . A  lo n g  series o f  prophets and 
saints has protested  aga in st the barrenness o f  the 

doctrine o f  an im personal A b so lu te , an d  has affir -d

t

X V  . V X  C H A P T E R  F O U R



X m ^ p p ^ s / t io n  to  th is  d o c t r in e  th e  r e l ig io n  o f  a  I p M - J  

s o h ^ a n d  lo v in g  G o d .

T h i s  s c h o o l o f  t h o u g h t  is  k n o w n  a s  th e  Bhakti 
s c h o o l, th e  s c h o o l o f  p e rs o n a l p ie t y ;  a n d  its  w r it in g s  

o n  d e v o t io n , a n d  th e  p ra c t ic e  o f  d e v o t io n , c o n s t itu te  

th e  l iv in g  r e l ig io n  o f  In d ia . A s  D r .  O tto  p o in ts  o u t  

in  h is  India's Religion of Grace, “ W id e  c ir c le s  o f  

In d ia n  p ie ty  r e c o g n is e  w ith  g lo w in g  e n th u s ia sm  

th e  w a y  o f  Bhakti a s  th e  only w a y  to  G o d , a n d  r e je c t  

th e  w a y  o f  m o n is t ic  m y s t ic is m  as  d a m n a b le  h e r e s y  

a n d  so u l -d e s tro y in g  e r r o r ”  (p . 2 2 ) .

T h e  k e y n o te  o f  th e  m o n is t ic  m y s t ic is m  h a s  b e e n  

th e  te a c h in g  th a t  th e  v a s t  m a jo r it y  o f  m a n k in d  l iv e  

only in ig n o r a n c e  a n d  il lu s io n . T h i s  h a s  b r e d  a 

s p ir i t  o f  P h a r is a is m ; fo r  re le a s e  f r o m  il lu s io n  is 

only to  b e  a tta in e d  a fte r  m o st  r ig o r o u s  d is c ip lin e  

b y  a  f e w  s p ir itu a l  g ia n ts .  M o r e o v e r ,  th e  re le a s e  

itself is a  s te r ile  a n d  s o u lle s s  e x t in c t io n  o f  a ll th a t 

w e  m e a n  b y  p e rs o n a lity . In  d e f in in g  th e  A b s o lu t e ,  

into unity w ith  w h ic h  th e  re le a s e d  so u l m u s t  c o m e , 

all p re d ic a te s  d is a p p e a r ;  a n d  n o  q u a lit ie s  w h a ts o ­

e v e r  except e x is te n c e , can  b e  a s c r ib e d  to  th e  O b je c t  

of s p i r t u a l  s e a rc h . T h e r e  c a n  b e  n o  s o r t  o f  p e rso n a l 

relationship to  h im  (o r, r a th e r , to  i t ) ;  th e re  can  o n ly  

be c o m p le te  id e n t ity  w ith  it , w h ic h  is in  i t s e l f  th e  

denial of a ll r e la t io n s h ip . T h u s  w ith  th e  u n d if fe r e n -  

a e d  m y s t ic is m  w h ic h  is  t a u g h t  b y  th e  s u p re m e  

1 1 1 ic m th o r ity , th a t  o f  th e  s c h o o l o f  S a n k a ra , 

personality d is a p p e a rs  b o th  in  G o d  a n d  m a n , a n d

X - 5*6 ■ e° i x
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th e re  d is a p p e a r  o f  n e c e s s ity  a lso  wtbtlm p^ 

^ io v e  a n d  c h a ra c te r .

B u t  th is  m o n is t ic  m y s t ic is m , w h ic h  is th e  a p o th e ­

o s is  o f  a ll  th a t  is  n e g a t iv e , is  n o t  th e  t ru e  o r  c h a ra c te r ­

is t ic  r e lig io n  o f  In d ia . B e g in n in g  in  th e  Upanishads, 
a t  le a s t  f iv e  h u n d re d  y e a r s  b e fo re  C h r is t ,  a n d  g o in g  

fo r w a r d  fro m  th a t  d a y  to  o u r  o w n  in  e v e r - in c re a s in g  

p o w e r  a n d  p o p u la r ity , th e re  h a s  b e e n  a n o th e r  sc h o o l 

o f  t h o u g h t  r e g a r d in g  G o d  a n d  m a n , th e  sc h o o l o f  

Bhakti, T h e  fo u n d a tio n  o f  it s  t e a c h in g  is  to  b e  

d is c o v e re d  in  th e  Brihadaranyaka Upanishad, w h ic h  

c o n ta in s  th e  fo l lo w in g  p a s s a g e :

He who, dwelling in the soul, is yet different from it, 
Whom the soul, so long as it is unillumined, does not know, 
Whose body the soul is,
And who inwardly guides the soul,
He is the Inner Guide, the Immortal.1

F r o m  th a t  t im e  to  th e  p re s e n t  th e  h e a rt  o f  H in d u  

re lig io n  h a s  b e e n  Bhakti, w h ic h  fo rm s  in  th e  a g g r e ­

g a te  a  m o st  s p le n d id  a n d  p re c io u s  c o n tr ib u t io n  to  

th e  s p ir itu a l  w e a lth  o f  m a n k in d . I t  h a s  in s p ire d  a  

lo n g  s u c c e ss io n  o f  d e v o u t  th in k e rs  a n d  s in g e r s :  its  

m a r k  is  to  b e  fo u n d  o n  e v e n  th e  h u m b le s t  In d ia n  

v i l l a g e :  th r o u g h  th e  s tre e ts  o f  c o u n try -to w n s  a n d  

c it ie s  th o se  w h o m  it  h a s  c la im e d  fo r  its  o w n  p a ss  

d a i ly :  a n d  a t  th e  g r e a t  r e lig io u s  fe s t iv a ls , e sp e c ia lly  

a t  s p o ts  re g a r d e d  as e x c e p t io n a lly  h o ly , te n s  o f

1 Quoted in Otto, o f. cit.
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Bhakti.
T n t h e  l ite r a tu r e  o f  Bhakti th e re  a re  n u m e ro u s  

c o lle c t io n s  o f  h y m n s , th r o u g h  w h ic h  b re a th e s  th e  

s p ir it  o f  e n t ire  d e d ic a t io n  to  th e  s e r v ic e  o f  a  p e rs o n a l 

G o d . T h e r e  a re  a lso  m a n y  b io g r a p h ie s  o f  fa m o u s  

Bhaktas, w r it te n  to  s h o w  th e  m a n n e r  in  w h ic h  t h e y  

h a v e  s e rv e d  G o d  a n d  c o n q u e r e d  s in  a n d  w r o n g ;  a n d  

th e re  is  a  g r e a t  m a ss  o f  h o r ta to r y  w r i t in g s ,  s p e a k in g  

o f  th e  lo v e  a n d  g r a c e  o f  G o d , a n d  u r g in g  th e  re a d e r  

to  c o m m it  h im s e l f  to  th e  D iv in e  c a re . T h e r e  is  m u c h  

e m p h a s is  la id  a lso  u p o n  th e  n e c e s s ity  fo r  r ig h tn e s s  

o f  l i fe , i f  G o d  is  to  b e  p le a s e d : “ T h e r e  is a  s ig n  b y  

w h ic h  o n e  c a n  k n o w  w h e th e r  a  m a n  is  r e l ig io u s  o r  

n o t. I f  a  m is fo r tu n e  b e fa lls  a n o th e r , n o t ic e  w h e th e r  

t h y  h e a r t  is  m o v e d  w ith  s y m p a t h y  fo r  h im  o r  n o t , 

w h e th e r  it  s u f fe r s  p a in  w ith  h im  o r  th e  o p p o s ite . 

In  th e  fo r m e r  c a se  th o u  m a y s t  b e  c e r ta in  th a t  th o u  

art n filia l re la t io n  w ith  G o d , in  th e  la t te r  th a t  h e  

r e je c ts  th e e .” 1

I t  i? im p o s s ib le  to  re a d  t h r o u g h  e v e n  a  v e r y  b r ie f  

a n t h o lo g y  o f  Bhakti r e l ig io u s  p o e t r y 2 w ith o u t  b e -  

c o m in g  c o n v in c e d  n o t o n ly  th a t  th e re  is s o m e t h in g  

h e re  w h ic h  is o f  g r e a t  in te re s t  a n d  b e a u t y  to  s tu d e n ts  

of r e l ig io n , b u t  th a t  th e re  is  s o m e t h in g  w h ic h  we 
d e f in ite ly  n e e d . O u r  C h r is t ia n it y  w o u ld  b e  m o re  

ft 11 an d  p e r fe c t  i f  w e  w o r s h ip p e d  G o d  a n d  C h r is t

Quoted by Dr. Otto from N atijiyar.
- E g, Appaswamy, Temple B ells, Student Christian Movement.
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/ b o r e  o f  th is  s p ir it  o f  e n th u s ia st ic  d e M o J Jn J  

O u r  th o u g h t  r e g a r d in g  o u r  F a th e r  w ill  b e  th in n e r  

a n d  p o o re r  th a n  it m ig h t  b e , till w e  learn  fro m  In d ia  

th is  jo y fu l  fa ith , w h ic h  is y e t  so  in s iste n t  o n  th e 

fr a i lty ,  w e a k n e ss  a n d  s in fu ln e s s  o f  th e  w o rs h ip p e r , 

a n d  on  th e  fre e  g e n e ro s ity  o f  th e  D iv in e  g ra c e . T h e r e  

is  e x p re sse d  in  th is  lite ra tu re  an  in sa tia b le  y e a r n in g  

fo r  G o d , a n d  a t  th e  sa m e  t im e  a  g la d  re a lisa tio n  th a t 

th e  y e a r n in g  h a s m e t  fu lfilm e n t, b e c a u se  it  is a  

m u tu a l y e a r n in g — G o d  lo v e s  m a n . “ T h e  ig n o ra n t  

s a y  th a t  lo v e  a n d  G o d  are  tw o . N o  o n e k n o w s  th at 

lo v e  i t s e l f  is  G o d . W h o e v e r  k n o w s  th a t lo v e  it s e l f  

is  G o d  sh a ll re s t  in  lo v e , o n e  w ith  G o d ”  (T ir u m u la r ,

A .D .  8 0 0 ).

E s p e c ia l ly  n o ta b le  th ro u g h o u t  th is  Bhakti l ite ra ­

tu re  is  th e  e m p h a sis  u p o n  th e  M o th e r h o o d  o f  G o d . 

I t  fo rm s  a  lin e  o f  th o u g h t  w h ic h  is  s tra n g e  to  th e  

m in d  o f  P r o te s ta n t  C h r is t ia n s , w h o  h a v e  b e en  

tra in e d  so  la r g e ly  u p o n  p a tr ia rc h a l J e w is h  tra d it io n s . 

B u t  it  is w e ll  th a t w e  sh o u ld  re m in d  o u rse lv e s  th a t 

O u r  L o r d  c a n n o t h a v e  d e s ig n e d  to  e x c lu d e  fro m  o u r  

co n c e p tio n  o f  G o d  a n y  e le m e n t o f  g o o d n e ss  a n d  

lo v e  w h e n  h e  c a lle d  G o d  F a t h e r :  a n d  a lso  th at H is  

v iv id  s a y in g s  r e g a r d in g  G o d ’ s c o u n tin g  th e  h a irs  o f  

o u r  h e a d , a n d  c a r in g  fo r  o u r  n e e d s  o f  fo o d  a n d  

c lo th in g , a n d  H i s  d e fin in g  G o d  in  te rm s o f  a  p a re n t­

h o o d  w h ic h  ra n  to  m e e t  th e  e r r in g  b o y , k is s e d  h im  

d e lig h te d ly , w e lc o m e d  h im  u n q u e s t io n in g ly , c lo th e d  

h im  a n d  fe d  h im  w ith  th e  b e st , sh o w  th a t C h r is t  in

■ e°5 x
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M g p f l^ n g /  o f  G o d  a s  F a t h e r  m e a n t  h is  h e are i*& -J» -^  

r n f e k T i f  H i m  as  O n e  w h o  is  fa t h e r  a n d  m o th e r  a s  

w e ll .  N o t  im p r o b a b ly  o n e  o f  th e  m a in  g i f t s  w h ic h  

In d ia n  Bhakti h a s  in  s to r e  fo r  th e  w o r ld  is  a  s o f t e n in g  

o f  th a t  a u s te re  J e w i s h  c o n c e p t io n  o f  th e  D iv in e  

f a t h e r h o o d ,  w h ic h  s t i l l  e n d u r e s  a m o n g s t  u s , a n d  

w h ic h  m a k e s  u s  r e g a r d  th a t  F a t h e r h o o d  to o  o fte n  

as  a  s te r n  a n d  t e r r ib le  t h in g .

T h e  g r e a t e s t  s in g le  d o c u m e n t  o f  In d ia n  Bhakti 
1S th e  Bhagavadgita, w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  c a lle d  th e  N e w  

T e s t a m e n t  o f  th e  H in d u s .  T h e  te rm  is  a p p r o p r ia t e , 

c : c e p t  fo r  th e  fa c t  th a t  th e  a v e r a g e  H in d u  p a y s  a  

., ea t d e a l m o re  a tte n t io n  to  th e  Gita th a n  th e  a v e r a g e  

C h r is t ia n  p a y s  to  th e  N e w  T e s t a m e n t .  I t  w o u ld  b e  

im p o s s ib le , fo r  in s ta n c e , fo r  a  H in d u  to  d e c la r e  w ith  

;1 : n ee  th a t  th e  p r e c e p ts  o f  th e  Gita c a n n o t  b e  p u t  

ln to p r a c t ic a l  a p p lic a t io n , a s  a  d is t in g u is h e d  B r i t i s h  

s ta te sm a n  d e c la r e d  n o t  s o  m a n y  y e a r s  a g o  th a t  it  

Was im p o s s ib le  to  g o v e r n  I r e la n d  b y  th e  p r e c e p ts  

i t th e  S e r m o n  o n  th e  M o u n t .  A l l  o v e r  I n d ia  t o -d a y  

o n e  m a y  f in d  m e n  o f  e v e r y  ty p e , f r o m  d is t in g u is h e d  

la w y e r s  a n d  a d m in is t r a to r s  d o w n  to  th e  h u m b le s t  

' P l a n t s ,  w h o  s t u d y  th e  Gita in  a  s p ir i t  o f  r e v e r e n t  

! o v o tio n , a n d  e n d e a v o u r  w ith  z e a lo u s  p ie t y  to  p u t  

-  : 'd e a ls  in to  p r a c t ic e .

; h e  m a in  t e a c h in g  o f  th e  Gita is  tw o fo ld . In  th e  

' "-st place D u t y  is  to  b e  d o n e  a t  a l l  c o s ts , a n d  w ith o u t  

ulterior m o t iv e s . A g a i n  a n d  a g a in  th e  w o r s h ip p e r  

’o ld  to  “ r e n o u n c e  a ll  f r u i t s  o f  a c t io n .”  T h i s  id e a l
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t io n  o f  so c ia l, e c o n o m ic  a n d  in d u s tr ia l l i fe . T h e  in ­

d iv id u a l is  to  w o r k  n o t fro m  se lfish  m o tiv e s , b u t  

fo r  th e  s a k e  o f  G o d  a n d  o f  th e  c o m m u n ity .

In  th e  se c o n d  p la c e , th e  le sso n  o f  p e rso n a l d e v o ­

tio n  to  a  G o d  w h o  is  p e rso n a l, g ra c io u s  a n d  lo v in g  

is  ta u g h t  c o n s is te n t ly  a ll th r o u g h  th e  Gita: “ F r e e d  

fr o m  p a ss io n , fe a r  a n d  a n g e r , fille d  w ith  M e ,  ta k in g  

r e fu g e  in  M e ,  p u r if ie d  in  th e  fire  o f  w is d o m , m a n y  

h a v e  e n te re d  in to  m y  B e in g . . . . W it h  m in d  a n d  

re a so n  s e t  u p o n  M e ,  w ith o u t  d o u b t  th o u  sh a lt  

co m e  u n to  M e .  . . . H e  w h o  o ffe re th  to  M e  w ith  

t ru s t  a n d  lo v e  a le a f , a  f lo w e r , a fr u it ,  a  c u p  o f  w a te r , 

th a t  I  a c c e p t  fro m  th e  a s p ir in g  so u l, s in c e  it  is  o ffe re d  

w ith  d e v o tio n  a n d  lo v e . . . . W h a ts o e v e r  th o u  d o e st, 

w h a ts o e v e r  th o u  o ffe re s t , w h a ts o e v e r  th o u  g iv e s t ,  

w h a ts o e v e r  th o u  d e n ie st  th y s e lf , d o  th at as  an  o ffe r in g  • 

to  M e .  . . . T h u s  sh a lt  th o u  b e  se t  fre e  fro m  th e  

b o n d a g e  o f  fa t e :  h a rm o n ise d  th ro u g h  s e lf- fo r g e t fu l­

n e ss  a n d  th r o u g h  s t r iv in g  fo r  u n io n  w ith  M e ,  th o u  

sh a lt  co m e  u n to  M e  w h e n  se t  fre e . . . . T h e y  v e r i ly  

w h o  w o rs h ip  M e  in  t ru s t  a n d  lo v e , th e y  a re  in  M e  

a n d  I  in  th e m . . . . K n o w  fo r  c e rta in  th a t h e  w h o  

tru s te th  a n d  lo v e th  M e  p e r ish e th  n e v e r . . . . O n  M e  

f ix  th y  m in d : t ru s t  m e : lo v e  M e :  d o  s a c r ific e  to  M e :  

w o rs h ip  M e :  h a rm o n is e d  th u s  in  th e S u p re m e  S o u l, 

th o u  s h a lt  c o m e  u n to  M e ,  h a v in g  M e  as th y  g o a l.

. . . W h a ts o e v e r  is g lo r io u s , g o o d , b e a u t ifu l a n d  

m ig h ty , u n d e rs ta n d  th o u  th a t  to  g o  fo r th  fro m  M y

Go%X
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X w i s i i d o w .  . . . B y  t r u s t  a n d  lo v e  a lo n e  m a y  T -o < r ^  

k n o w n  a n d  ap p re h e n d e d ^  se e n  in  m y  e s s e n c e  a n d  

e n te re d  in to . . . . H e  w h o  d o e th  h is  d u t y  fo r  M e ,  

w h o se  s u p r e m e  g o o d  I  a m , M y  d e v o te e , f r e e d  fr o m  

se lfish  d e s ire , w ith o u t  h a tre d  o f  a n y  b e in g ,  h e  

c o m e th  u n to  M e .  . . . R e s t  th y  m in d  in  M e :  in to  

M e  le t  t h y  re a so n  e n t e r :  th e n  w ith o u t  d o u b t  th o u  

sh a lt  a b id e  in  M e  h e r e a fte r .  . . . H e  w h o  ta k e th  

e q u a lly  p ra is e  a n d  b la m e , w h o  is s ile n t , w h o l ly  c o n ­

ten t w ith  w h a t  c o m e th . . . s ta u n c h  in  m in d , fu l l  o f  

d e v o tio n , th a t  m a n  is  d e a r  u n to  M e .  . . . T h e y  v e r i ly  

v ; \o t a r ta k e  o f  th is  w is d o m  o f  im m o rta l l i fe ,  e n d u e d  

'•"th fa ith , I  th e ir  s u p r e m e  o b je c t , f i lle d  w ith  lo v e  

r j l d  t ru s t  fo r  M e ,  t h e y  a re  s u r p a s s in g ly  d e a r  u n to  

M e . . . .  B y  t r u s t  a n d  lo v e  m a n  k n o w e th  M e  in  

e sse n c e , W h o  a n d  W h a t  I  a m :  h a v in g  th u s  k n o w n  

M e  in  e ss e n c e , h e  fo r t h w ith  e n te re th  in to  th e  

S u p r e m e : th o u g h  e v e r  p e r fo r m in g  a ll  a c t io n s , 

t a k in g  r e fu g e  in  M e ,  b y  M y  g r a c e  h e  o b ta in e th  

th e  e te rn a l a b o d e . . . .  M e r g e  T h y  m in d  in  M e ,  t ru s t  

utd  lo v e  M e ,  s a c r if ic e  to  M e ,  w o r s h ip  M e — th o u  

s h a lt  c o m e  e v e n  to  M e .  I  g iv e  th e e  m y  p r o m is e :  

a r t  d e a r  u n to  M e .  . . , C o m e  u n to  M e  a lo n e  

0 r  s i  e l t e r :  s o r r o w  n o t, I  w il l  g iv e  th e e  re le a s e  f r o m  

all th y  s in s .” 1

1 h e se  a re  o n ly  a  fe w  in s ta n c e s , c h o se n  a lm o s t  

u  ra n d o m , fr o m  th e  v e r y  la r g e  n u m b e r  o f  Bhakti 
u tte ra n c e s  c o n ta in e d  in  th e  Gita. T h e y  w ill  s e r v e  

' See Mrs. Besant’s translation of the Bhaga’vadgita.
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to  il lu stra te  th e  s p ir it  o f  d e v o tio n  w h ic h  m a r K s t h e  

Bhakti sc h o o l o f  th o u g h t  as a w h o le . I t  is d e v o tio n  

to  a  p e rso n a l a n d  lo v in g  S a v io u r - G o d ; an d  its  v e r y  

e x is te n c e  d e m a n d s  in e v ita b ly  a  b e n d in g  o f  th e  w ill ,  

a n d  th e re fo re  o f  th e  c h a ra c te r , to  fo llo w  th e  w ill  o f  ) 

th a t G o d .

T h is  b e in g  so , it  is n o t to  b e  w o n d e re d  a t  th a t i 

th e re  a re  s ig n s  a lre a d y  p la in ly  to  b e  seen  in  In d ia  

o f  th e  fa c t  th at a  d a y  is  c o m in g  w h e n  th is  s p ir it  o f  

Bhakti sh a ll b e  a p p lie d  to  th e  w o rs h ip  o f  J e s u s  

C h r is t , in  a  m a n n e r w h ic h  w ill  re v e a l to  th e  W e s t  th e 

th in n e ss  a n d  co ld n e ss  o f  o u r  o w n  a d o ra tio n  o f  Je s u s .

In  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry , th e  

g re a te s t  In d ia n  le a d e r  o f  th at d a y , K e s h a b  C h a n d a r  

S e n , w h o  n e v e r  b e c a m e  a  C h r is t ia n , sa id  o f  C h r is t :  

“ N o n e  b u t  J e s u s ,  n o n e  b u t  J e s u s ,  n o n e  b u t Je s u s ,  

e v e r  d e se rv e d  th is  b r ig h t , th is  p re c io u s  d ia d e m , 

I n d ia :  a n d  J e s u s  sh a ll h a v e  it . . . . M y  C h r is t , m y  

sw e e t  C h r is t , th e  b r ig h te s t  je w e l  o f  m y  so u l— fo r  

tw e n ty  y e a rs  h a v e  I  c h e r ish e d  H im  in  th is  m y  

m ise ra b le  h e a rt. T h o u g h  o fte n  d e file d  a n d  p e rse c u te d  

b y  th e  w o r ld , I  h a v e  fo u n d  sw e e tn e ss  an d  jo y  u n ­

u tte ra b le  in  m y  M a s t e r  Je s u s .  . . . T h e  m ig h ty  

a r t i l le ry  o f  H is  lo v e  H e  le v e lle d  a g a in s t  m e , a n d  I 

w a s  v a n q u is h e d  an d  fe ll  at H is  f e e t .”

A  y o u n g e r  c o n te m p o ra ry  o f  K e s h a b  C h a n d a r  

S e n  w a s  R a m a k r is h n a  P a ra m a h a n sa , p ro b a b ly  th e 

g re a te s t  m o d e rn  le a d e r  o f  th e  Bhakti re lig io n . H e  

e x e rc ise d  a  p ro fo u n d  in flu e n c e  u p o n  th e th o u g h t  o f

f(  J I  )s the cross moves east V C T
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t i l t  p u r g in g ,  r e n e w in g  a n d  s p ir i tu a l is in g  o f  H in d u  

re lig io u s  o b s e r v a n c e . I t  is n o t  to o  m u c h  to  s a y  th a t  

( h e  g a v e  H in d u is m  a  so c ia l g o s p e l.  In  h is  n a m e  

P ' i la n 'h r o p ic  a c t iv it ie s  a re  s t il l  c a r r ie d  o n  in  m a n y  

p a r is  o f  I n d ia  fo r  th e  u p l i f t in g  o f  th e  d e p r e s s e d  

c lasses a n d  th e  h e lp in g  o f  th e  o u tc a s te s .

R a m a k r is h n a  o n c e  s a w  J e s u s  in  a  v is io n , a n d  fo r  

h ree  d a y s  ‘ c o u ld  t h in k  a n d  s p e a k  o f  n o th in g  

y  - H i m . ’ T h e  e x p e r ie n c e  is  th u s  d e s c r ib e d  in  

! r .  R e m a in R o l l a n d ’ s l i f e  o f  R a m a k r is h n a :  “ O n e d a y  

J ’- 'en  lie  w a s  s it t in g  in  th e  ro o m  o f  a fr ie n d , a  r ic h  

Hindu, h e  s a w  o n  th e  w a ll  a  p ic tu re  r e p r e s e n t in g  

le  M a d o n n a  a n d  C h ild .  T h e  f ig u r e  b e c a m e  a liv e .

 ̂ h en  th e  e x p e c te d  c a m e  to  p a ss  a c c o r d in g  to  th e  

lnv a r ia b le  o r d e r  o f  th e  s p i r i t ;  th e  h o ly  v is io n s  c a m e  

: -  to  h im  a n d  e n te re d  in to  h im , so  th a t  h is  w h o le

e ng  w a s  im p r e g n a te d  w ith  th e m  . . . H in d u  id e a s  

ere  s w e p t  a w a y . . . . T h e  s p ir i t  o f  th e  H in d u  w a s  

c h a n g e d . H e  h a d  n o  ro o m  fo r  a n y th in g  b u t  C h r is t .

' se v e ra l d a y s  h e  w a s  f ille d  b y  C h r is t ia n  t h o u g h t  

< T d C h r is t ia n  lo v e . . . . O n e  a fte rn o o n  in  th e  g r o v e  

' 1 ' h in e sw a r  h e  s a w  c o m in g  to w a rd s  h im  a  p e rso n

' ' b e a u t ifu l  la r g e  e y e s , a  s e re n e  r e g a r d  a n d  a  fa ir  

' . A l t h o u g h  h e  d id  n o t  k n o w  w h o  it  w a s , h e  

t  ̂ • l im b e d  to  th e  c h a rm  o f  h is  u n k n o w n  g u e s t .  H e  

' n e a r , a n d  a  v o ic e  s a n g  in  th e  d e p th s  o f  R a m a -  

; s s o u l :  ‘ B e h o ld  th e  C h r is t ," w h o  s h e d  H i s  

1 - b lo o d  fo r  th e  re d e m p tio n  o f  th e  w o r ld , w h o

i f  W  ^pIE INDIAN SPIRIT OF DEVOTION M l



/ & < - z s s \  ^
( i (  W 8V | |  t h e  c r o s s  m o v e s  e a s t  I C j T

\ ^ v ^ 5 w f e r e d  a  se a  o f  a n g u is h  fo r  lo v e  o f  m e n .’ .

th a t  t im e  R a m a k r is h n a  b e lie v e d  in  th e  d iv in ity  o f  

J e s u s  C h r is t , th e  In c a rn a te  G o d .”

M a h a t m a  G a n d h i ’s w r it in g s  a n d  sp e e c h e s  c o n ­

ta in  n u m e ro u s  re fe re n c e s  to  J e s u s  C h r is t  a n d  to  th e  

G o s p e ls . F o r  e x a m p le : “ I  h a v e  e n d e a v o u re d  to 

s tu d y  th e  B ib le , a n d  c o n s id e r  it  to  b e  a  p a r t  o f  m y  

S c r ip tu re s . T h e  s p ir it  o f  th e  S e rm o n  on  th e  M o u n t  

c o m p e te s  a lm o st  o n  e q u a l te rm s w ith  th e  Gita fo r  

th e  d o m in io n  o f  m y  h e a r t .”  . . . “ I t  w a s  th e  N e w  

T e s ta m e n t  w h ic h  re a lly  a w a k e n e d  m e  to  th e  v a lu e  

o f  P a s s iv e  R e s is ta n c e . W h e n  I  rea d  in  th e  S e rm o n  

on  th e  M o u n t  su c h  p a s s a g e s  as  ‘ R e s is t  n o t h im  th at 

is  e v i l : h e  w h o  sm ite th  th e e  on  th e  r ig h t  c h e e k  tu rn  

to  h im  th e  o th e r  a lso , a n d  ‘ L o v e  y o u r  e n e m ie s , p ra y  

fo r  th e m  th at p e rse c u te  y o u , th a t y e  m a y  b e  th e  so n s  

o f  y o u r  F a th e r  w h ic h  is in  h e a v e n ,’ I  w as  o v e r jo y e d .

. . .  T h e  Gita d e e p e n e d  th e  im p re ss io n , a n d  T o ls t o y ’s 

The Kingdom of God is Within You g a v e  it  a  p e rm a ­
n e n t fo r m .”

A f t e r  th e  th re e  w e e k s ’ fa s t , w h ic h  h e  to o k  u p o n  

h im s e lf  in  1 9 2 4 ,  in  o rd e r  to  c h a n g e  th e  s p ir it  o f  

h o st ility  th en  e x is t in g  b e tw e e n  H in d u s  a n d  M o h a m ­

m e d a n s  in to  a  s p ir it  o f  g o o d  w ill ,  M r .  G a n d h i 

re q u e ste d  a  C h r is t ia n  fr ie n d  o f  h is , w h o  w a s  p re se n t  

w h e n  h e  b ro k e  h is  fa s t , to  s in g  to  h im  th e  w e ll-  

k n o w n  C h r is t ia n  h y m n  ‘ W h e n  I  s u r v e y  th e  w o n d ro u s  

C r o s s ’ : a n d  h e  h a s  b o rn e  w itn e ss  on  o th e r  o c c a sio n s  

to  th e  p o w e r fu l a p p e a l w h ic h  is  m a d e  to  h im  b y



y fh a p liy m lt i ,  an d  e sp e c ia lly  b y  its  th ird  v e rse . H O I  l 
in s is t s T n a t  fo llo w e rs  o f  h is  w h o  a re  C h r is t ia n  sh a ll 

sh o w  th at th e y  are  tru e  a n d  c o n v in c e d  C h r is t ia n s : 

an d  h is o w n  w o r k  g iv e s  e v id e n c e  in  m a n y  re sp e c ts  

o f  h is  d e s ire  to  a p p ly  th e m eth o d s o f  Je s u s  C h r is t , 

an d  o f  h is  co n v ic tio n  th at th e  p r in c ip le s  e n u n ­

c iated  b y  J e s u s  C h r is t  are  s t il l  s u p re m e ly  tru e  a n d  
v a lid .

I t  is s ig n ific a n t  th at w h e n , in  1 9 2 2 ,  M r .  G a n d h i 

w as a rre ste d  a n d  tr ie d , th e  tr ia l w as  c o m p a re d , fa r  

an d  w id e  th ro u g h  In d ia , w ith  th e tria l o f  Je s u s  

i C h r is t . T h e  H in d u  m in d  se e m e d  to  h a v e  b een  led , 

b y  M r .  G a n d h i ’s w o rk  an d  e x a m p le , to  a  d e e p e r  

c o n sid era tio n  th an  h a d  e v e r  tak en  p la ce  b e fo re  o f  

the m e a n in g  o f  Je s u s  C h r is t  an d  o f  H is  s ta n d a rd s  

o f  c h a ra c te r  a n d  actio n .

T h u s  th e  case  o f  M r .  G a n d h i se rv e s  to  sh o w  h o w  

th e s p ir it  o f  Bhakti m a y  b e  a p p lie d , ev en  b y  o n e  

w h o  ca lls  h im s e lf  an  o rth o d o x  H in d u , to  th e  p erso n  

j o f  C h r is t , an d  m a y  re su lt  in  the re in te rp re ta tio n  o f  

C h r is t  an d  o f  H is  s ta n d a rd s  a n d  p r in c ip le s , in  a 

fash io n  w h ic h  m a y  b e  o f  im p o rta n c e  n o t o n ly  fo r  

In d ia  b u t  fo r  th e  w h o le  w o rld .

T h e r e  are  n u m e ro u s in d ica tio n s  a lso  o f  th e  m an n er 

in  w h ic h  In d ia n  C h ris t ia n s  m a y  in  th e  fu tu re  a p p ly  
the sp ir it  o f  Bhakti to th e  sam e ta sk  o f  th e  re d isc o v e ry  

a n d  re in te rp re ta tio n  o f  J e s u s  C h r is t . T h e  n am e o f  

S a d h u  S u n d a r  S in g h  is w e ll k n o w n , in  th is co n n ec- 

i tion , th o u g h o u t  th e W e s t . A s  on e o f  h is  W e ste rn

, ■ e° Ĵx
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X ^ s J S & ^ K ^ h e r s 1 h a s  s a id , “ T h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  foF -fift!-^  

o f  th is  p io n e e r  a t te m p t  to  C h r is t ia n is e  th e  s a d h u  

id e a l n o  m a n  c a n  fo r e te l l .  A l r e a d y  fo u r  h u n d r e d  

y o u n g  m e n  h a v e  c o m e  to  S u n d a r  S in g h , p a ss io n a te  

to  fo l lo w  h is  e x a m p le . . . . S u p p o s e  th e n  th a t  a ll  o v e r  

In d ia  th e r e  s h o u ld  a r is e  C h r is t ia n  s a d h u s . . . .  I n  a 

c o u n tr y  s o  o p e n  to  th e  a p p e a l o f  r e l ig io n  th e  e ffe c t  

m ig h t  b e  s t u p e n d o u s .”  T h e  s e c re t  o f  S u n d a r  S in g h ’s 

p o w e r  in  I n d ia  is  h is  Bhakti o f  J e s u s  C h r is t .  H e  is 

d e v o te d  to  th e  s e r v ic e  o f  J e s u s  in  a  w a y  w h ic h  In d ia  

c a n  u n d e r s ta n d . H e  h a s  a b a n d o n e d  e v e r y t h in g — ■ 

h o m e , w e a lth , f r ie n d s , p ro s p e c ts  in  l i fe — fo r  th e  

s a k e  o f  C h r i s t :  a n d  h e  h a s  d o n e  so , n o t  in  a  s p ir it  

o f  a u s te re  a s c e t ic is m , b u t  o u t  o f  a  d e e p  p e rs o n a l 

a d o ra t io n  fo r  th e  S a v io u r . H e n c e  h e  h a s  d is c o v e re d , 

t h r o u g h  h is  Bhakti o f  J e s u s  C h r is t ,  a  w a y  o f  s e r v in g  

C h r is t  w h ic h  fits  in  w ith  th e  a n c ie n t  In d ia n  tra d it io n  

o f  r e n u n c ia t io n ; a n d  t h r o u g h  w h ic h  th e re fo re  In­

can  a p p e a l to  I n d ia  w ith  a  h u n d r e d  t im e s  th e  p o w e r  

e x e r c is e d  b y  th e  a v e r a g e  W e s te r n  m is s io n a r y .

T h o s e  w h o  a re  p e r s o n a lly  a c q u a in te d  w ith  S a d h i 

S u n d a r  S in g h  w ill  b e a r  w itn e s s  to  th e  fa c t  th a t  th e y  

h a v e  fo u n d  in  h is  f r ie n d s h ip  a  p e c u lia r ly  C h r is t l ik e  

q u a lit y .  H e  h im s e l f  h a s  s a id , “ F r o m  m y  fo u rte e n  

y e a r s ’ e x p e r ie n c e  as  a  s a d h u  fo r  J e s u s  C h r is t  I  c a r  

s a y  w ith  c o n fid e n c e  th a t  th e  C r o s s  w il l  b e a r  th o se  

w h o  b e a r  th e  C r o s s , u n t il  it  l i f t s  th e m  u p  to  h e a v e n , 

in to  th e  p re s e n c e  o f  th e ir  S a v io u r .”  T h i s  C h r is t -

1 Canon Streeter in The Sadhu, p. 251.
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a iid  C h r is t -a im e d  Bhakti h a s  le d  to  a  J

lA d ia tV C h r is t lik e n e sS j a n d  to  a n e w  In d ia n  c o n c e p ­

tio n  o f  th e  s o v e r e ig n  m e a n in g  o f  th e  C ro ss .

A n o th e r  in sta n c e  o f  th e  Bhakti o f  J e s u s  C h r is t  is  

to  b e  fo u n d  in  th e  l i fe -s to ry  o f  th e  In d ia n  C h r is t ia n  

p o et, N a r a y a n  V a m a n  T i la k ,  w h o  a t th e a g e  o f  f i ft y -  

f iv e  re lin q u ish e d  a ll m e a n s o f  s u p p o r t  in  o rd e r  to  

b e c o m e  a  sannyasi, a  re n o u n c e r . H e  e x p re s se d  h is  

m o tiv e  fo r  so  d o in g  in  th e  fo l lo w in g  w o r d s :  “ I 

m u st  b e  fre e  o f  a ll h u m a n  a g e n c ie s , e x c e p t  in  lo v e  

a n d  s e rv ic e , a n d  m u st  b e  b o u n d  e n t ire ly  a n d  fo r  a ll 

p u rp o se s  to  C h r is t  a n d  th e  G o s p e l. . . .  I  am  a  

C h r is t ia n  sannyasi, w h ic h  m e a n s  a  fo llo w e r  o f  

anuraga ( lo v e ) a n d  n e v e r  o f  viraga (th e  V e d a n t ic  

d e ta c h m e n t fro m  all em o tio n ), a n d  w ill  t ry  to b e  an d  

d o  as I  am  b id  b y  th e  S p ir it  o f  G o d .”  A t  th e  t im e  o f  

th is  d e c is iv e  s te p  N .  V .  T i l a k  w ro te  th e  fo llo w in g  

ly r ic  o f  C h r is t ia n  Bhakti:

From  this day onward T h o u  art mine,
Brother beloved and K in g  divine,

Fro m  this day on.

M y  food I ’ ll get in serving T h e e ;
T h y  thoughts shall be as eyes to me.
I ’ ll live and breathe to sing T h y  praise 
From  this time onward all m y days.
T h y  feet I  choose, the world resign,
F o r  T h o u  from this day on art mine,
Brother beloved and K in g  divine.

„  F
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XjS* 1

r  y y ;y To Thee I offer child and wife,1 VW I j
My home and all my worldly life; k, A  J
To Thee this body too I bring,
To Thee surrender everything.
My very self henceforth is Thine.
O take it, Lord, for Thou art mine,
Brother beloved and King divine.

My thoughts and words are all of Thee,
Thou—-Wisdom, Joy and Liberty.
Now Thee and me no rift can part,
One, not in semblance, but in heart.
Set free am I, and for me shine
The joys of heaven, since Thou art mine,
Brother beloved and King divine.

From this day onward Thou art mine,
Brother beloved and King divine,

From this day on.2

T h e  c u lm in a t in g  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  H i n d u  Bhakti is  

th a t  o f  Samadhi. T h i s  te rm  s ig n if ie s  th e  s ta te  o f  fu l: 

a n d  u n c lo u d e d  v is io n  o f  G o d  w h ic h  is th e  g o a l  >f 

m y s t ic a l  c o n te m p la t io n . M o d e r n  C h r is t ia n  m y s t i ­

c is m  in  I n d ia  m a in ta in s  th a t  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  oi 
Samadhi is  fo r  th e  C h r is t ia n  a lso , a n d  th a t  it  fo r m s  

th e  c r o w n  a n d  fu lf i lm e n t  o f  th e  Bhakti o f  J e s u s  

C h r is t .  S a d h u  S u n d a r  S in g h  s p e a k s  m u c h  o f  t l  is 

e x p e r ie n c e , w h ic h  c o m e s  to  h im  fr e q u e n t ly .  T h e

1 I.e. consecrate. He never deserted them.
1 Quoted from Sushiia an d  O ther Poems by N. V. Tilak in Winslow 
The Indian  M ystic: the following quotations are also taken from the sa ne 
book. No translation can give the full value of Tilak’s exquisite Mara h 
verse.
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■ ‘. F i g ^ e . o l / J e s u s  is  a lw a y s  c e n t r a l  to  it .  I t  is  n o  f t s f y le ,  

b u t  ‘ a  w a k in g  s ta t e ,  a  s ta te  o f  c o n c e n t r a t e d  c a p a c i t y  

o f  t h o u g h t . ’  I t  b r in g s  a n  in d e s c r ib a b le  j o y  in  c o m ­

m u n io n  w it h  th e  S a v io u r - F r ie n d .

N .  V .  T i l a k  h a s  w r i t t e n  t h u s  a b o u t  th is  C h r is t ia n  

Samadki:
A h  lo ve , I  sink in the tim eless sleep,

S in k  in the tim eless s le e p !
O n e Im ag e  stands before m y eyes,

A n d  thrills m y bosom ’s deep.

O n e  V isio n  bathes in  radiant light 
M y  spirit’ s palace-halls.

A l l  stir o f  hand, a ll throb o f  brain 
Q u ivers , and sinks, and fa lls .1

T h e  s a m e  p o e t  h a s  w r i t t e n  t h u s ,  u n d e r  th e  n a m e  o f  

D a s a  ( s e r v a n t ) ,  c o n c e r n in g  C h r is t ia n  Bhakti:

O n ce I  bethought m e, T h o u  m y G u ru  art,
I  T h y  disciple, hum ble and ap art;
Sat lo w  before T h e e  thus, nor ventured near, 
Schooling m y soul to reverential fear.
A h , fo lly  m in e ! T h y  sm ile upon m e bent 
H as shattered in a trice m y fond intent.
I  rose and ran  to T h e e ,  and could not check  
M y  laugh ter, as I  fe ll upon T h y  neck.
In  sooth, dear L o rd , so w insom e is T h y  grace ,
I  cannot keep  m y due and proper place.
Saith D asa , T e l l  m e true, hath an y  taught 
Frien dship  w ith  distance ever to consort?1

| Quoted from Sushila a n d  O ther Poems by N. V. Tilak in Winslow's 
The In d ian  M ystic.
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As the moon and its beams are one,
So, that I be one with Thee,

This is my prayer to Thee, my Lord,
This is my beggar’s plea.

As words and their meaning are linked,
Serving one purpose each,

Be Thou and I so knit, O Lord,
And through me breathe Thy speech.

O be my soul a mirror clear,
That I may see Thee there;

Dwell in my thought, my speech, my life,
Making them glad and fair.

Take Thou this body, O my Christ,
Dwell as its soul within;

To be an instant separate 
I count a deadly sin.

N . V .  T i l a k  fo re te lls  a s  fo llo w s  th e  re su lt  o f  th e  
C h r is t ia n  Bhakti:

Yea, at the end of pregnant strife,
Enthroned as Guru of the earth,

This land of Hind shall teach the worth 
Of Christian faith and Christian life.

S u c h  e x p re ss io n s  o f  th e  Bhakti o f  J e s u s  C h r is t  b: 
c le a r ly  m a rk e d  u p o n  th e m  th e s ig n s  o f  th e ir  d escen t 

fro m  H in d u  Bhakti, b u t  th e y  are  tra n s fo rm e d  b y  th 

q u a lity  o f  th e  P e r s o n a lity  w h o  fo rm s  th e  o b je c t  

w o rsh ip . I t  m u st  c o n sta n tly  b e  b o rn e  in  m in d  a lso  !



Bhakti tra d itio n  fo rm s  th e  h e a rt  a n d  

o fd fm ia n  re lig io n , w h e re a s  in  C h r is t ia n ity  m y stic ism  

h a s a lw a y s  b e en  lo o k e d  u p o n  so m e w h a t a sk a n c e  b y  

o rth o d o x  r e l ig io n ; ev en  to -d a y  th e  v e r y  w o rd  ‘m y s t ic ’ 

is fre q u e n t ly  u se d  as a  te rm  o f  re p ro a c h , a lm o st  

id e n tic a l w ith  th e te rm s ‘h e re t ic , ’ ‘ p a n th e is t , ’ o r  ‘ u n ­

b a la n ce d  e m o tio n a lis t .’ N o  d o u b t  th e  P a le s t in ia n  

C h r is t ia n s  re g a rd e d  th e  n e w -fa n g le d  L o g o s  w o rsh ip  

o f  th e  F o u r th  G o s p e l w ith  a  s im ila r  a v e rs io n .

I f  w e  ta k e  su c h  an  e x p re ss io n  o f  H in d u  Bhakti as 

th e  fo llo w in g , it  w ill  b e  p la in  h o w  m u c h  C h r is t ia n ity  

m a y  g a in  fro m  a sy m p a th e tic  a ttitu d e  to w a rd s  i t :  

“ I t  is n e e d le ss  to  la y  a  c h ild  in  th e  arm s o f  its  

m o th e r : sh e  d ra w e th  it to w a rd s  h e r  b y  h e r  o w n  

in stin ct. W h e r e fo r e  sh o u ld  I  ta k e  th o u g h t?  H e  th at 

h a th  th e  c h a rg e  w ill  b e a r  th e  b u rd e n . U n a s k e d  th e 

m o th e r  k e e p e th  d a in tie s  fo r  th e c h ild , in  e a t in g  th em  

h e r s e lf  sh e  h a th  n o  p le a su re . W h e n  it  is b u s ie d  in 

p la y , sh e  se e k e th  it , a n d  b r in g e th  it  in ;  sh e  s itte th  

p re ss in g  it t ig h t ly  to  h e r  b re a st. W h e n  it  is s ic k , sh e 

is re stle ss  as p a rc h e d  co rn  on  th e  fire . Tuka saith, 
‘ T a k e  n o  th o u g h t  fo r  th e b o d y ; th e  M o t h e r  w ill  

n o t su ffe r  th e  c h ild  to  b e  h a rm e d .’ ”

I t  is to  b e  n o tic e d  fro m  th is  q u o tatio n  h o w  th e 

th o u g h t  o f  h u m a n  m o th e r- lo v e  h a s  le d  th e  p o et 

d e e p e r  in to  kn ow d ed ge o f  G o d ’ s lo v e , a n d  in  re tu rn  

h a s d ig n if ie d  a n d  im m o rta lise d  th e  h u m a n  lo v e .

T h e  w r ite r  o f  th is  H in d u  d e sc rip tio n  o f  th e  n a tu re  

o f  th e  D iv in e  L o v e  w a s  th e  se v e n te e n th -c e n tu ry  

-
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\ \  M a r a t h i  p o e t  T u k a  R a m . W it h  r e g a r d  to  h i in 'A - ^  

^ ^ R rd ia n  C h r is t ia n  p o e t  N .  V .  T i l a k ,  to  w h o m  

r e fe re n c e  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  a b o v e , o n c e  w ro te  as 

fo l lo w s :  “ A s  fo r  m y s e l f  it  w a s  o v e r  th e  b r id g e  o f  

T u k a  R a m ’s  v e r s e  th a t  I  ca m e  to  C h r i s t .”  A n  

in s tru c t iv e  c o m p a r is o n  m ig h t  b e  d ra w n  b e tw e e n  

th is  c o n v e rs io n  o f  a  H in d u  to  C h r is t ia n it y  b y  th e  

r e a d in g  o f  a n  o ld  H in d u  p o e t  a n d  th e  in flu e n c e  

e x e rc is e d  u p o n  A u g u s t in e ’ s m in d  b y  th e  r e a d in g  o f 

C ic e r o ’ s t re a t is e  o n  P la to n is m  (C o ;;., I l l ,  4 ) .

J u s t  as  th e  g r e a te s t  o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  m y st ic s  h a v e  

c o n s ta n t ly  la id  e m p h a s is  u p o n  th e  n e c e s s ity  n o t 

o n ly  o f  a d o r in g  G o d  b u t  o f  s e e k in g  to  d o  H i s  w ill  

a n d  to  im ita te  H is  c h a ra c te r  o f  g o o d n e s s  a n d  lo v e , 

so  In d ia n  Bhakti a lso  in s is ts  u p o n  a  d is c ip le s h ip  o f  

s p ir it  a n d  c h a ra c te r . F o r  e x a m p le , T u k a  R a n : 

h im s e l f  sa y s  th is , “ W h e r e  p ity , p a rd o n , p e a c e  a b id e , 

th e re  G o d  d w e l ls ;  th ith e r  H e  h a s te n s  to m a k e  I is  

h o m e , fo r  s p ir it  is  th e  p la c e  o f  H is  a b id in g , a n d  

w h e re  th e se  g ra c e s  h a v e  fre e  p la y  H e  t a r r ie s . ’ 

T h e  s p ir it  a n d  c h a ra c te r  w h ic h  is in c u lc a te d  in  the 

t ru e  Bhakta (d e v o te e ) is  o n e  w h ic h  is m a rk e d  p r e ­

e m in e n tly  b y  lo v e . In  th e  Narada Bhakti Su 
w h ic h  is a n  e a r ly  c o m p e n d iu m  o f  Bhakti b e ’ c t , 

p r o b a b ly  m e a n t  to  b e  c o m m itte d  to  m e m o ry  b y  

a sc e tic s , th e  fo l lo w in g  o c c u r s :

B y  Bhakti we mean an intense love of God,
Love of God is like the food of immortals; for it 

makes a man perfect, deathless and satisfied.
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who loves God has no wants nor sorrows.
He neither hates nor joys nor strives with zeal 
for any ends of his own.

For through love he is moved to rapture; and 
through love does he attain peace, and is ever 
happy in spirit.

For love is an experience pure and selfless, subtle, 
unbroken and ever expanding.

A man who has once experienced love will see that 
alone, hear that alone and speak that alone, for 
he thinks of that alone.

T h e  L a m b e th  C o n fe re n c e  o f  1 9 3 0  e x p re sse d  its 

b e lie f  th at Bhakti is  ‘ a real co n trib u tio n  o f  a b id in g  

sp iritu a l v a lu e  to re lig io u s  th o u g h t .’ T h e r e  is g re a t  

need  th at m ore sh o u ld  be don e to s tu d y  an d  in te rp ret 

th is b o d y  o f  sp iritu a l teach in g , an d  to w e lco m e in to  

th e h eart o f  C h r ist ia n ity  the g ift s  w h ich  it has to 
g iv e  u s. T h e re  d w ells  in  the In d ian  m in d  a  p o w er o f  

w h o leh e arted  d evo tio n  to  the se rv ic e  o f  the D iv in e  

S a v io u r w h ic h  w e u rg e n tly  need  in  C h r is t ia n ity ; an d  
w ith o u t w h ich  o u r ow n  ex p e rien ce  o f  C h rist , bo th  

in d iv id u a l an d  co rp o rate , w ill rem ain  in ad eq u ate .

T h e  gre a te st  poet o f  p resen t-d a y  Bhakti, R a b in ­

d ranath  T a g o r e , has e x p re sse d  in the fo llo w in g  w o rd s 

the ro o t-b e lie f  o f  th is w h o le  school o f  th o u g h t: 

“ O u r  M a s te r  h im s e lf  h ath  jo y fu l ly  tak en  up on  H im  
the b o n d s o f  creation . H e  is b o u n d  in o u r m id st fo r  
e v e r .”  T h e  H in d u  Bhakta co n stan tly  re tu rn s to the 

verses o f  the Gita w h ic h  re fe r  to th e  in carn ation  

o f  the S u p rem e B e in g  in th e h u m an  an d  p erson al
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w  S a v io u r -G o d . H e  re jo ic e s  in , a n d  is  d e v o te d ^ 0 5 ^  

^ d i v i n e  b e in g  w h o  su ffe rs  fo r  m a n , in  h u m a n ity , th a t 

h u m a n ity  m a y  b e  sa v e d . H e  sees th is  d iv in e  b e in g  

‘ b o u n d  in  o u r  m id st  fo r  e v e r . ’

I t  is  o b v io u s  h o w  c lo se  su c h  id ea s  a re  to  the 

fu n d a m e n ta l b e lie fs  o f  C h r is t ia n ity . T h e r e  is u rg e n t  

n e e d  to  e m p h a sise  th is  c lo se n e ss , a n d  to w e lc o m e  

th e  c o n tr ib u tio n  th u s  o ffe re d . O n ly  so  sh a ll w e  co m e 

to  k n o w  m o re  fu l ly  th e  U n iv e r s a l  C h r is t .

T h e r e  a re  la r g e  n u m b e rs  o f  th o u g h tfu l m en  a ll 

o v e r  In d ia  to -d a y  w h o , w h ils t  re m a in in g  H in d u s  in 

so c ia l a lle g ia n c e  a n d  e n d e a v o u r in g  to  c o n se rv e  th e  

p e rm a n e n tly  v a lu a b le  e le m e n ts  in  th e  H in d u  v iew  

o f  l i fe  a n d  re lig io n , a re  y e t  tru e  Bhaktas o f  J e s i i ; 

C h r is t . T h e  fo llo w in g  e x p re ss io n  o f  th is  ty p e  of 

m in d  is  ta k e n  fro m  a  m a g a z in e  w ritte n  b y  c o lle g e  

s tu d e n ts :

“ W e  a r r iv e  a t  th e  D iv in it y  o f  C h r is t , n o t b y  ta k ir  

th e  a b s tra c t  id e a  o f  D e it y  a n d  a s s e r t in g  (in  d e fe re n c e  

to  a u th o r ity  o r  tra d itio n ) th at H e  is D iv in e , b u t  b y  

le a rn in g  to  k n o w  H im , a n d  th ro u g h  th a t k n o w le d g e  

g o in g  on  to  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  G o d . W e  b e g in  w i i u  

J e s u s ,  as H e  is p re se n te d  to  u s  in  th e G o s p e l n a rra ­

t iv e ;  as w e  m e d ita te  u p o n  H im , H e  d ra w s  u s  w ith  

an  ir re s is t ib le  lo v e ;  th ro u g h  H is  l ife , w h ic h  is out 

e x a m p le : th ro u g h  H is  d e a th , w h ic h  c o n d e m n s sin  

a n d  m a d e  p o ss ib le  o u r  fo rg iv e n e s s , w e  a re  d ra w n  

in s e n s ib ly  to  tru s t  in  H im , w e  g ro w  c o n sc io u s  < 
p a rd o n , w e  fin d  th a t w e  a re  n e w  c re a tu re s  a n d

(f( W  jl]  THE CROSS MOVES EAST V f i T



S p ir i t  o f  G o d  is w ith in  u s , filling: u s  W t n ^  
,, ’ b

arm ew  life .

A  c o n s id e ra tio n  o f  th is  In d ia n  u tte ra n c e  c o n ­

c e r n in g  C h r is t  w il l  s h o w  a n o th e r  a s p e c t  o f  th e  

c o n tr ib u t io n  w h ic h  th e  H in d u  m in d  m a y  b e  d e s t in e d  

‘o make to  u n iv e rs a l  C h r is t ia n ity , in  a  n e w  in te rp re ta ­

tio n  o f  p e rso n a l d is c ip le s h ip . A  fu r th e r  in s ta n c e  o f  

iiv  same th in g  m a y  b e  ta k e n  fro m  a  le tte r  re c e n t ly  

re c e iv e d  b y  th e  p re s e n t  w r ite r  fro m  o n e  o f  th e se  

In d ia n  Bhaktas o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t :  “ I  a m  k e e p in g  w e ll  

b y  H i s  g r a c e . ‘ T h e  l ife  th a t I  n o w  liv e  I  l iv e  b v  fa ith  

in  thu S o n  o f  G o d , w h o  lo v e d  m e  a n d  g a v e  H im s e l f  

fo r  m e . ’ I a m  n o t a b le  to  k e e p  a n y  e x te rn a l la w  

w ith o u t  th e  g r a c e  o f  J e s u s .  I w is h  to  h a v e  a b u n d a n t  

kfe in fe llo w s h ip  w ith  H i m .”

(fY W  VfHE INDIAN SPIRIT OF DEVOTION U 's l
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SATTAGRAHA

I n  th e  p r e v io u s  c h a p te r  w e  h a v e  se e n  re a so n  to  

b e lie v e  th a t th e  H in d u  s p ir it  o f  Bhaki— -jo yfu l 

p e rs o n a l d e v o tio n  to  a  p e rso n a l S a v io u r - G o d , on  

th e  b a s is  o f  d ir e c t  m y st ic a l c o m m u n io n — m a y  h a v e  

a  v e r y  im p o rta n t  c o n tr ib u t io n  to  m a k e  to  th e  

C h r is t ia n it y  o f  th e  fu tu r e . I t  is  e v e n  p o s s ib le  th at 

i f  C h r is t ia n it y  fa ils  to  m a k e  c o n ta c t  w ith  th e  m o d e rn  

p u r if ie d  H in d u is m  on  th e  r ig h t  p la n e , a  p la n e  o f  

m u tu a l to le ra n c e  a n d  te a c h a b ility , C h r is t ia n it y  m a y  

lo se  an  e sse n tia l e le m e n t  o f  l i fe , w ith o u t  w h ic h  it 

w i l l  n o t  b e  a b le  to  s u r v iv e  in to  th e  fu tu re , e v e n  as  

f ir s t -c e n tu ry  C h r is t ia n ity  w o u ld  in  a ll p r o b a b il ity  i 

h a v e  fa i le d  to  s u r v iv e  h a d  n o t it s  w e lc o m in g  o f  th e  

H e lle n ic  te a c h in g  o f  th e  D iv in e  L o g o s  le d  to  th e  

h a r n e s s in g  o f  th e  G r e e k  m in d  to  th e  s e rv ic e  o f  

C h r is t .

B u t  th e  c o n tr ib u t io n  w h ic h  H in d u is m  is d e s t in e d  

to  m a k e  to  th e  u n iv e rs a l  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  C h r is t  

d o e s  n o t, in  a ll p ro b a b ility , lie  s o le ly  o r  e v e n  c h ie fly  

in  th e  s p h e re  o f  th is  ra d ia n t  a n d  b e a u t ifu l  p e rso n a l 

re l ig io n . I t  l ie s  a lso  in  th e  d o m a in  o f  c h a ra c te r - in ­

a c t io n . H in d u is m  m a y  g iv e  u s  a  fre s h  u n d e rs ta n d in g  

o f  th e  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  th e  C r o s s , a n d  o f  th e  m a n n e r  

in  w h ic h  th e  C r o s s  sh o u ld  b e  b o rn e  v ic to r io u s ly  fo r



( * v S a )  s a t y a g r a h a  ( a y

th e  fo u n d in g  o f  th e  K in g d o m  o f  GoCi

onearth.

O n e  o f  th e  e a r l ie s t  le t te r s  r e c o r d e d  a s  h a v in g  b e e n  

w r it t e n  b y  a n  I n d ia n  is  th a t  f r o m  C a la m u s , a n  

In d ia n  p h ilo s o p h e r  o f  T a x i l a  ( in  th e  P a n ja b ) ,  to  

A le x a n d e r  th e  G r e a t ,  Avho h a d  b e e n  c o n s t r a in in g  

C a la m u s  to  a c t io n  o f  w h ic h  h is  c o n s c ie n c e  d id  n o t  

a p p r o v e , t h e  p h i lo s o p h e r  w r o t e  a s  f o l lo w s :

‘ Y o u r  r ie n d s , w h o s e  d r e a m s  e v e n  h a v e  n o t  re ­

v e a le d  to  th e m  o u r  w o r k s ,  p e r s u a d e  y o u  to  la y  h a n d s  

a id  v io le n c e  u p o n  th e  I n d ia n  p h ilo s o p h e r s . O u r  

b o d ie s  y o u  m a y  in d e e d  r e m o v e  f r o m  p la c e  to  p la c e , 

b u t  o u r  s o u ls  y o u  w i l l  n e v e r  c o m p e l  to  th a t  w h ic h  

> h e y  d o  n o t  w i l l ,  a n y  m o r e  th a n  y o u  c a n  c o m p e l  

w o o d  a n d  s to n e  to  u t t e r  s o u n d s . F i r e  b u r n s  f ie rc e  

’ m  in to  l iv in g  b o d ie s , a n d  d e s t r o y s  t h e m ; o n  th is  

fii'v: w e  re , f o r  w e  a r e  e v e r  b u r n in g  a l iv e .  There is 
neither king nor prince who can compel us to do what 

have not chosen. N o r  d o  w e  r e s e m b le  th e  p h ilo ­

s o p h e r -  o f  G r e e c e ,  w h o  a r e  b u s y  w ith  m e r e  w o r d s , 

C  th  s a k e  o f  p u b l ic i t y .  W it h  u s  w o r d s  a re  th e  

’ '-pan ; n s o f  d e e d s , t h e y  a r e  b r ie f ,  t h e y  h a v e  a 

ifte re n t  p u r p o s e , a n d  b r in g  u s  h a p p in e s s  a n d  

f r e e d o m .” *

n s  lett r  fo r m s  a n  e a r ly  e x p r e s s io n  o f  th e  p r in -  

' 'i o f  tyagraha, w h ic h  h a s  r e c e n t ly  c o m e  in to  

p r o m in e n c e  a s  th e  c o n t r o l l in g  fo r c e  b e h in d

1 ited in P riv a te  Letters, Pagan an d  Christian.
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\ ;  * r a e .  jn o v e m e n t fo r  In d ia n  in d e p e n d e n c e  led  

^ G T n d h i .  I t  is  re c o rd e d  th a t C a la m u s , th e  w r ite r  o f  

th e  le tte r , as h is  p ro te s t  to  A le x a n d e r  w a s  n o t  

s u c c e s s fu l, m o u n te d  a  p y re  a n d  c a u se d  h im s e l f  to 

b e  b u rn t  a liv e , a s  th e o n ly  w a y  o u t  o f  th e  w ro n g  

p o sitio n  in  w h ic h  th e  E m p e r o r ’ s o p p re s s iv e ly  a p p lie d  

p o w e r  w a s  p la c in g  h im .

I t  is  h ig h ly  p ro b a b le  th at C a la m u s  h im s e l f  w a s  i 

a  B u d d h is t  m o n k . I f  so , th e  re lig io n  to  w h ic h  h e  

b e lo n g e d  h a d  fro m  its  e a r lie s t  b e g in n in g s  la id  s tre ss  

u p o n  v a r io u s  a sp e c ts  o f  Satyagraha.
G a u ta m a , th e  p r in c e ly  a sc e tic  w h o  b e ca m e  the 

B u d d h a  an d  fo u n d e d  B u d d h ism , a fte r  h is  th re e  

v is io n s  o f  p a in — the o ld  m a n , th e  s ic k  m a n , th e  d ead  

m an — fo rm e d  th e re so lu tio n  th at at w h a te v e r  co st  

to  h im s e lf  h e  m u st  fin d  a  m ea n s o f  c u r in g  p a in ; an d  
h e  p e rc e iv e d  a lso  th a t w h a t  w a s  n e e d fu l c o u ld  o n ly  

b e  d isc o v e re d  th ro u g h  fre e ly -e n d u re d  s u ffe r in g .

T h e  m e m o ry  o f  th is  s a c r ific e  h a s  re m a in e d  in  th e  

h e a rt  o f  In d ia  e v e r  s in c e , a n d  h as b een  a s to n ish in g ly  

in flu e n tia l in  b u ild in g  u p  a  h a b it  o f  m in d  w h ic h  is 

n o t o n ly  e a g e r  to  re n o u n c e  th e g o o d  th in g s  o f  th is  

l i fe  fo r  th e  s a k e  o f  e tern a l v a lu e s , b u t  is  co n fid en t 

th a t b y  su c h  sa c rific e  d e lib e ra te ly  u n d e rg o n e — even  

to  the b e a r in g  o f  th e  m o st  a g o n is in g  p a in — w ro n g  

can  b e  r ig h te d  an d  tru th  e sta b lish e d .

T h is  a ttitu d e  o f  m in d  m a y  b e  il lu stra te d  fro m  

n u m e ro u s  le g e n d s  w h ic h  s p ra n g  u p  a ro u n d  the 

p e rso n a lity  o f  G a u ta m a . T h e r e  is th e  le g e n d , fo r

(i f  J R  ) l j  THE CROSS MOVES EAST U [ T



S A T T A G R A H A  ( t W

° f  h is  s a c r i f ic in g  h im s e l f  in  a  p re\yq t i j  j 
existejn-ce in  o r d e r  to  s a v e  th e  l iv e s  o f  a  s t a r v in g  

t ig r e s s  a n d  h e r  c u b s . M o r e  s ig n if ic a n t  is  th e  le g e n d  

o f  th e  m o n k  P u r n a ,  w h o  w is h e d  to  s e t t le  in  a  la n d  

w h o s e  in h a b ita n ts  w e r e  n o te d  fo r  th e ir  v io le n c e . 

B u d d h a  a s k e d  h im , “ I f  th e y  a b u s e  o r  in ju r e  th e e , 

w h a t  th e n  w ilt  th o u  t h in k ? ”

11J  sh a ll  th e n  t h in k :  ‘ T h e s e  p e o p le  a re  r e a lly  

g o o d  in  th a t  th e y  o n ly  a b u s e  m e , b u t  d o  n o t  b e a t  

m e  a n d  th r o w  s to n e s  a t  m e . ’ ”

‘ B u t  i f  th e y  b e a t  th e e  a n d  th r o w  s to n e s  a t  t h e e ? ”

“ I  h e n  I  s h a ll  t h in k :  ‘ T h e y  a re  r e a l ly  g o o d  in  th a t  

th e y  o n ly  b e a t  m e  a n d  t h r o w  s to n e s  a t  m e , b u t  d o  

n o t  a tta c k  m e  w ith  s t ic k s  a n d  s w o r d s . ’ ”

" B u t  i f  th e y  a t ta c k  th e e  w ith  s t ic k s  a n d  s w o r d s ? ”  

f  h e n  I  s h a ll  t h in k :  ‘ T h e y  a re  r e a l ly  g o o d  in  th a t 

th e y  d o  n o t  ro b  m e  o f  l i fe  o u t r ig h t . ’ ”

" B u t  i f  th e y  r o b  th e e  o f  l i f e ? ”

T h e n  I  sh a ll  t h in k :  ‘ T h e s e  p e o p le  a re  r e a lly  

£ ° ° d  to  m e  in  th a t  t h e y  h a v e  f r e e d  m e  f r o m  th e  

b u rd e n  o f  th is  l i f e . ’ ”

"W h e re u p o n  th e  B u d d h a  s a id :  “ W e ll  h a s t  th o u  

s p o k e n , P u rn a , G o  a n d  d e l iv e r ,  th o u  s e l f - d e l iv e r e r !

: • j 2 o th e r  s h o re , th o u  th a t  t h y s e l f  h a s t  re a c h e d  

she e 1 C o m fo r t ,  th o u  th a t  a lr e a d y  a r t  c o m fo r te d  I 

■ N ir v a n a , th o u  th a t  a r t  a lr e a d y  e n te re d  in to  
N ir v a n a .” 1

■ si rn ila r  le g e n d  re c o rd s  th a t  K i n g  B r a h m a d a t ta ,

‘ ‘ fiom M ajjhim a, 145, in Dahlke, Buddhist Essays, p. 146.

I



\ V  f l y i n g  c o n q u e r e d , d r iv e n  in to  e x i le  a n d  

^ h d h t e d  to  d e a th  K i n g  D i r g h e t i  a n d  h is  q u e e n , l iv e d  

in  c o n s ta n t  t e r r o r  o f  th e  a n t ic ip a te d  v e n g e a n c e  o f  

t h e ir  s o n , P r in c e  D ir g h a y u ,  w h o  h a d  e s c a p e d . I n  

th e  c o u r s e  o f  e v e n ts  th e  p r in c e  c a m e  in to  th e  e m p lo y  

o f  th e  m u r d e r e r  o f  h is  p a r e n t s , a n d  w a s  c h o s e n  to  

s e r v e  h im  a s  p e r s o n a l a t te n d a n t . O n e  d a y , w h ile  o n  

th e  h u n t , th e  t i r e d  k i n g  fe ll  a s le e p  w it h  h is  h e a d  in  

th e  la p  o f  th e  p r in c e . T h e  la t te r  d r e w  h is  s w o r d  to  

a v e n g e  h is  p a r e n ts , w h e n  th e  p a r t in g  w o r d s  o f  h is  

m u r d e r e d  fa t h e r  r a n g  in  h is  e a r s : ‘N o t  b y  h a tr e d  is  

h a t r e d  a p p e a s e d . H a t r e d  is  a p p e a s e d  o n ly  b y  n o t-  

h a t r e d . ’ T h e  p r in c e  s ta y e d  h is  h a n d  a n d  s h e a th e d  

h is  s w o r d ;  b u t  w h e n  th e  k in g  a w o k e  h e  a g a in  

b r a n d is h e d  h is  s w o r d  o v e r  th e  la t t e r ’ s  p r o s tr a te  fo r m , 

a t  th e  sa m e  t im e  d is c lo s in g  h is  o w n  id e n t ity . A s  th e  

k in g  b e g g e d  p ite o u s ly  f o r  h is  l i fe ,  D ir g h a y u  s a id  

w ith o u t  b it te r n e s s  o r  i l l - w i l l ,  “ H o w  c a n  I  g r a n t  y o u  

l i fe ,  O  k in g ,  s in c e  m y  l i fe  is  e n d a n g e r e d  b y  y o u ?

I t  is  y o u , O  k in g ,  w h o  m u s t  g r a n t  m e  m y  l i f e . ”  T h e n  

th e  k in g  s a id :  “ W e l l ,  m y  d e a r  D ir g h a y u ,  th e n  g r a n t  

m e  m y  l i fe ,  a n d  I  w i l l  g r a n t  y o u  y o u r  l i f e . ”  W h e n  

t h e y  h a d  s w o rn  c e s s a t io n  o f  h o s t i l i ty ,  th e  k in g  a s k e d  

fo r  th e  in te r p r e ta t io n  o f  K i n g  D i r g h e t i ’ s  d y in g  

in ju n c t io n . W h e r e u p o n  th e  p r in c e  e x p la in e d  th e  

s a m e  a s  f o l lo w s :  “ W h e n  h e  s a id , ‘ N o t  b y  h a tr e d  is  i 

h a tr e d  a p p e a s e d ; h a tr e d  is  a p p e a s e d  b y  n o t -h a t r e d ,’  j 

h e  m e a n t  t h i s :  Y o u  h a v e  k i l le d  m y  fa t h e r  a n d  

m o th e r , O  k in g .  I f  i  s h o u ld  d e p r iv e  y o u  o f  l i fe ,  th e n  j
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SAT TAG RAH A  I  C *

S sa n s  w o u ld  d e p r iv e  m e  o f  l i f e ;  m y  p a r t k a J s N  

ild  d e p r iv e  t h o s e  o f  l i f e .  T h u s  b y  h a t r e d , 

h a t r e d  w o u ld  n o t  b e  a p p e a s e d . B u t  n o w , O  k in g ,  

y o u  h a v e  g r a n t e d  m e  m y  l i f e ,  a n d  I  h a v e  g r a n t e d  y o u  

y o u r  l i fe ,  th u s  b y  n o t -h a t r e d  h a s  h a t r e d  b e e n  a p ­

p e a s e d ! ”  A n d  s o , th e  B le s s e d  O n e  d e c la r e s ,  ‘ T h i s  

is  an  e te r n a l  l a w . ’

B u d d h a  h im s e l f  g a v e  th is  t e a c h in g :

N o t  b y  h a te  is  h a te  d e s t r o y e d : b y  lo v e  a lo n e  h a te

is  d e s t r o y e d .”

K in d ly  t h o u g h t  is  th e  b e s t  k in d  o f  r e t a l ia t io n .”

Ye  m o n k s , i f  r o b b e r s  a n d  m u r d e r e r s  s h o u ld  

s e v e r  j  o u r  jo i n t s  a n d  l im b s  w it h  a  s a w , h e  w h o  fe l l  

a n g e r  t h e r e a t  w o u ld  n o t  b e  f u l f i l l in g  m y

c o m m a n d s .”

B Ic  s a w , th a t  is , d e e p  in to  th e  n e w  w o r ld - o r d e r ,  

w h e re  w r o n g  is  r ig h t e d  in  th e  o n ly  p o s s ib le  w a y —

' . th e  u b s t it u t io n  o f  g o o d - w il l  f o r  e v i l - w i l l ,  a  

b r o u g h t  a b o u t  b y  f r e e ly - in c u r r e d  s u f fe r -  

' ' i d  s e l f - s a c r i f ic e .

•A n o th e r  c h a r a c t e r is t ic  B u d d h is t  le g e n d  r u n s  as
A l lo w s :

k i n g ’ s  s o n , K u n a la ,  h a d  b o th  h is  e y e s  p u t  o u t  

■ : 1 i - j . th e  m a l ic e  o f  h is  s te p m o th e r . W h e n ,  w ith  

;l f in d , a f t e r  th e  f ir s t  e y e  h a d  b e e n  to rn  o u t ,

' h a d  i t  p u t  in  h is  h a n d  b y  th e  e x e c u t io n e r ,  a s  

1 ; h e id  ji: a n d  lo o k e d  a t  i t  w it h  h is  r e m a in in g  e y e , 1

1 1 in Corns, The Gospel o f Buddha. More material may be found
■ tr». Rhys David’s Psalm s o f the Sisters and Psalm s o f the Brothers.



Vv a ^̂ p d e m y  th e r e  a r o s e  in  h im  th e  c o m p r e h e i i^ q » L o f 

Y ^ t h e i f a n s i e n c y  o f  a l l  th a t  h a s  a r is e n . T r u e  k n o w le d g e  

a w o k e  in  h im , a n d  t h r o w in g  o f f  e v e r y  f e e l in g  o f  / ,  

h e  b r o k e  o u t  in to  th e  e x u l t in g  w o r d s :  “ M a y  s h e  

lo n g  e n jo y  l i fe ,  p o v /e r  a n d  h a p p in e s s  w h o  h a s  m a d e  

u s e  o f  th is  m e a n s  in  o r d e r  to  m a k e  m e  a  p a r t ic ip a to r  

in  t h i s  g r e a t  b o o n .” 1

I n  th e  Majjhima th e  fo l lo w in g  w o r d s  o f  th e  

B u d d h a  a re  r e c o r d e d :  “ I f  y o u  a r e  a t ta c k e d  w it h  

f is ts , w ith  s to n e s , w ith  s t ic k s ,  w it h  s w o r d s , y o u  m u s t  

s t i l l  r e p r e s s  a ll  r e s e n tm e n t  a n d  p r e s e r v e  a  lo v in g  

m in d  w ith  n o  s e c r e t  s p ite . Y o u r  g o o d  w i l l  s h o u ld  

b e  as  in e x h a u s t ib le  a s  th e  w a t e r s  o f  th e  G a n g e s . ”

A n d  a g a in :  “ F o r  a ll  a l ik e  y o u r  lo v e  s h o u ld  b e  

o n e  a n d  th e  s a m e  in  it s  n a tu r e , a n d  s h o u ld  in c lu d e  

a ll  r e a lm s , a l l  b e in g s  a n d  a ll  a g e s .  . . . M a k e  n o  

d if fe r e n c e  b e tw e e n  th o s e  w h o  a re  f r ie n d ly ,  in d if fe r e n t  

o r  h o s t i le  to  y o u . ”  “ I f  a  m a n  f o o l is h ly  d o e s  m e  w r o n g , 

I  w i l l  r e tu r n  to  h im  th e  p ro te c t io n  o f  m y  u n g r u d g in g  

l o v e : th e  m o r e  e v il  c o m e s  f r o m  h im , th e  m o re  g o o d  

s h a ll  g o  f r o m  m e .”

T h r o u g h o u t  th e  c e n t u r ie s  s in c e  th e  t im e  o f  th  

B u d d h a  th e r e  h a v e  b e e n  in n u m e r a b le  in s ta n c e s  o f  

fe a r le s s  D e fe n c e  o f  T r u t h  ( Satyagraha)  b y  th e  p a t ie n t  

s u f fe r in g  o f  th e  w o r s t  w h ic h  w r o n g  c a n  d o . T o - d a y  

M a h a t m a  G a n d h i  h a s  p r o v e d  th a t  s u c h  Satyagraha 
c a n  b e c o m e  a  p o lit ic a l  w e a p o n  o f  a lm o s t  ir r e s is t ib le  

q u a l i t y .

1 Quoted in Dahlke, Buddhist Essays.
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1 • Gotfex

b a s is  o f  Satyagraha th e re  a r e  f iv e  v fe ry ^ -^  

nnpl> id e a s .

In  th e  f ir s t  p la c e  th e re  is  th e  c o n v ic t io n  o f  w r o n g , 

j M a h a t m a  G a n d h i ,  fo r  e x a m p le , is  c o n v in c e d  th a t  

In d ia  is  s u f fe r in g  g r ie v o u s  w r o n g  a t  th e  h a n d s  o f  a  

fo re ig n  g o v e r n m e n t . H e  m a y  b e  c o m p le te ly  m is ta k e n  

m  re a c h in g  th is  c o n c lu s io n ; b u t  th is  d o e s  n o t  a ffe c t  

d ie  fa c t  th a t  h e  h a s  re a c h e d  it , a n d  th a t  m a n y  

■ lill o n s o f  h is  fe l lo w -c o u n tr y m e n  h a v e  a ls o  re a c h e d  

” • I  h e y  lo o k  u p o n  th e  p o v e r t y  o f  In d ia , w h ic h  th e y  

e o n s id e r  to  b e  r a p id ly  in c r e a s in g , a s  th e  m a in  p r o o f  

th is  m is -g o v e r n m e n t . T h e y  p o in t  to  th e  a p p a ll in g  

a cts  o f  in d e b te d n e s s  ( it  is  c o m m o n  fo r  m o n e y  to  

l ' e len t a t  th e  ra te  o f  tw o  a n n a s  in  th e  r u p e e  c o m - 

1 011 nd  in te r e s t  p e r  m o n th , w h ic h  m e a n s  th a t  a  lo a n  

1'S .  C o ., i f  n o n e  is  r e p a id , b e c o m e s  in  f iv e  y e a r s  a 

■c < f \ s .  6 o ,o o o ) .  T h e y  q u o te  s u c h  a  ju d g m e n t  as  

’ h e  fo l lo w in g :  “ I  d o  n o t  h e s ita te  to  s a y  th a t  h a l f  th e  

: u ltu ra l  p o p u la t io n  o f  I n d ia  n e v e r  k n o w  fr o m

) '■ ' s  e n d  to  y e a r ’s  e n d  w h a t  i t  is  to  h a v e  th e ir  

C.cr fu l ly  s a t is f ie d ”  ( S ir  C h a r le s  E l l i o t t ) ;  o r  

‘ ‘A s  to  c lo th e s  th e  w o m e n  a n d  c h ild re n  a re  

m u c h w o rs e  o f f  th a n  th e  m e n . I t  is  u n u s u a l  to  f in d  a  
T i l l a g e ‘Om an w h o  h a s  a n y  w r a p s  a t  a l l .  M o s t  o f  

- - -  vv  to  p a s s  th e  n ig h t  as  b e s t  t h e y  can  in  th e ir  

C cl( ' :s— a  c o tto n  p e tt ic o a t , w r a p p e r  a n d  b o d ic e .

: r Ci th e y  a n d  th e ir  c h ild re n  s le e p , in  th e  c o ld  

T ie r ,  d u r in g  th e  w a r m  a fte rn o o n s  a n d  e a r ly  

' th e  n ig h t , a n d  fr o m  m id n ig h t  to  d a w n
G

»
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o v e r  a  f ire  o f  r u b b is h  in  th e  y a r d  S s f i h k . 

T T W ellin g-h ou se ’ ’ ( W il l ia m  C r o o k e ) ;  o r  t h i s :  “ P e o p le  „ 

in  I n d ia  a re  l iv in g  o n  o n e  m e a l e v e r y  tw o  o r  th re e  i 

d a y s ;  th e  p o o r e r  c la s s e s  a re  a lw a y s  p r e p a r e d  fo r  , 

th is .  A s  o n e  o f  o u r  C h r is t ia n s  s a id , ‘ I f  w e  c a n  e a t  ( 

fo o d  o n c e  in  tw o  d a y s , w e  w il l  n o t  a s k  fo r  m o r e ’ ”  ; 

( R e v .  G .  H .  M a c fa r la n e ) .  T h e y  r e m e m b e r  th a t  th e  

m o s t  o p t im is t ic  e s t im a te  g iv e n  to  th e  S im o n  C o m -  " 

m is s io n  r e g a r d in g  th e  a v e r a g e  in c o m e  in  I n d ia  , 

p la c e d  th e  f ig u r e  a t  £ 8  p e r  a n n u m , a n d  th e  le a s t  j 

o p t im is t ic  a t  £ 5  n s . ,  w h ils t  th e  c o r r e s p o n d in g ' 

f ig u r e  fo r  G r e a t  B r it a in  is  £ 9 5 . !

In  v ie w  o f  th is  d ir e  p o v e r t y  o f  th e  p e a s a n t r y  th e  

e x p e n d itu r e  o n  th e  A r m y  in  In d ia ,  w h ic h  h a s  q u a d ­

r u p le d  in  s ix t y  y e a r s ,  s e e m s  to  M a h a t m a  G a n d h i ,  

a n d  to  th o s e  w h o  t h in k  l ik e  h im , to  b e  n o t  m e r e ly  

e x c e s s iv e  b u t  a  g r e a t  w r o n g : so  a ls o  d o e s  th e  e x p e n d i-  1 

tu r e  o n  th e  V ic e r o y ,  w it h  r e g a r d  to  w h ic h  th e  

N a t io n a l is t s  r e c k o n  th a t , c o u n t in g  in  to u r  e x p e n s e s , f 

a l lo w a n c e s  a n d  o th e r  s im ila r  it e m s , th e  V ic e r o y  4 

c o s t s  I n d ia  m o re  th a n  £ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  p e r  a n n u m . . 
W it h  th is  is  c o n tr a s te d  th e  c o s t  o f  th e  U n i t e d  | 

S ta te s  P r e s id e n t  a t  £ 1 5 , 0 0 0 ,  th a t  o f  th e  F r e n c h  > 
P r e s id e n t  a t  £ 4 ,0 0 0 ,  th a t  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  P '- irn e  ^

M in is t e r  a t  £ 5 , 0 0 0 ,  a n d  th a t  o f  S ta lin  a n d  \
,

* The present writer has visited thousands of Indian homes, where the ' 
only household possessions were a few brass cooking vessels, a string- I 
cot and a few rags. Such people, if asked where is their bedding, will I 
point to a pile of sticks and say, “ That is our bedding,”  meaning that on 5 
cold nights they cower over a wood-fire.

■ G° l& x
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w h o  r e c e iv e  a b o u t  £ 2 2 0  e a c h j S J i w '
; u s e  o f  a  c a r !

T h e  s e n s e  o f  s e r io u s  i n ju r y ,  a m o u n t in g  to  o u t r a g e ,  

is  in c r e a s e d  b y  th e  in ju d ic io u s  u t t e r a n c e s  o f  B r i t i s h  

; p o l i t ic a l  le a d e r s ,  f o r  e x a m p le  t h i s :  “ I n d ia  s h o u ld  b e  

I m a in t a in e d  a s  a  p e r m a n e n t  p o s s e s s io n  to  f in d  f r e s h  

( m a r k e t s  f o r  o u r  g o o d s ,  a n d  a ls o  e m p lo y m e n t  f o r  

j th o s e  s u p e r f lu o u s  a r t ic le s  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  d a y ,  o u r  

: b o y s  ; o r  t h i s :  “ W e  d id  n o t  c o n q u e r  I n d ia  f o r  

| th e  g o o d  o f  th e  I n d ia n s — t h a t  is  c a n t . W e  c o n q u e r e d  

I n d ia  b y  th e  s w o r d ,  a n d  b y  th e  s w o r d  w e  s h a ll  h o ld  

i t .  I  a m  n o t  s u c h  a  h y p o c r i t e  a s  to  s a y  t h a t  w e  h o ld  

I n d ia  f o r  th e  b e n e f it  o f  th e  I n d ia n s .  W e  h o ld  i t  a s  

th e  f in e s t  o u t le t  f o r  B r i t i s h  g o o d s  in  g e n e r a l  a n d  f o r  

L a n c a s h ir e  c o t to n  g o o d s  in  p a r t i c u la r . ”

T h e  n a t io n a l is t s  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  s u c h  m o d e r n  u t ­

t e r a n c e s  th e  o p in io n  o f  th e  g r e a t  m e n  o f  a  c e n t u r y  

a g o , w h o  a r e  b e l ie v e d  to  h a v e  s to o d  f o r  a  p o l ic y  o f  

f r ie n d l in e s s  a n d  t r u s t ,  w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  r e v e r s e d  b y  

t h e ir  s u c c e s s o r s .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  S i r  T h o m a s  M u n r o ,  

G o v e r n o r  o f  M a d r a s ,  s a id  in  1 8 2 4 :  “ L ib e r a l  t r e a t ­

m e n t  h a s  a lw a y s  b e e n  fo u n d  th e  m o s t  e f fe c tu a l  w a y  

o f  e le v a t in g  th e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  a n y  p e o p le ,  a n d  w e  m a y  

b e  s u r e  t h a t  i t  w i l l  p r o d u c e  a  s im i la r  e f fe c t  o n  t h a t  

o f  th e  p e o p le  o f  I n d i a . ”  S im i la r ly ,  M o u n t s t u a r t  

E lp h in s t o n e ,  G o v e r n o r  o f  B o m b a y  f r o m  1 8 1 9  to  

1 8 2 7 ,  w h o  w a s  s u b s e q u e n t ly  t w ic e  o f fe r e d  th e  

G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a ls h ip  o f  I n d ia ,  m a d e  th e  f o l lo w in g  

p r o n o u n c e m e n t :  “ W e  m u s t  n o t  d r e a m  o f  p e r p e tu a l

t  (  W  \ \ \  SATYAGRAHA i n  J 9



s '---
( i f  t h e  c r o ss  m o v e s  e a s t  #  ^

v \ . I p W e s i io n  o f  In d ia , b u t  m u s t  a p p ly  o u r s e ’ - ^ ^ t ^

•g b r in g  th e  n a t iv e s  in to  a  s ta te  th a t w i l l  a d m it  o f  th e ir  

g o v e r n in g  th e m s e lv e s  . . .  a n d  to  ta k e  th e  g lo r y  o f  th e  

a c h ie v e m e n t , a n d  th e  s e n se  o f  h a v in g  d o n e  o u r  

d u ty , fo r  th e  c h ie f  re w a r d  o f  o u r  e x e r t io n s . ’ E v e n  

a fte r  th e  M u t in y ,  in  1 8 6 1 ,  H e r b e r t  E d w a r d e s  said  

t h is :  “ E n g la n d ,  t a u g h t  b y  b o th  p a s t  a n d  p re se n t, 

s h o u ld  se t  b e fo re  h e r  th e  n o b le  p o lic y  o f  f irs t  l t t in g  

I n d ia  fo r  fre e d o m  a n d  th e n  s e t t in g  h e r  free . I  he 

In d ia n  N a t io n a l  C o n g r e s s  itse lf , w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  fo r  

m a n y  y e a r s  th e  fo c u s  o f  th e  n a tio n a l m o v e m e n t , 

w a s  s ta r te d  b y  S i r  A .  O . H u m e , a  re t ire d  B r i t i s h . 

o ffic ia l, w ith  th e  e n c o u ra g e m e n t  o f  th e  th e n  Viceroy, 
L o r d  D u ffe r in .

O n e  im p o rta n t  se c t io n  o f  th e  n a tio n a l m o v e m e n t j 
la y s  e m p h a s is  on  a n o th e r  w r o n g  w h ic h  E n g la n d  , 

is  b e lie v e d  to  h a v e  in flic te d  u p o n  In d ia , v iz .  tue  

in tro d u c t io n  o f  W e s te r n  in d u s tr ia lis m . In  B e  

th e  c h ie f  in d u s tr ia l  c it y  in  th e  c o u n try , th e re  t on e  

w a rd  w ith  an  a v e r a g e  o f  fiv e  h u n d re d  p e o p le  to ie 

a c re , th e  a v e ra g e  fo r  L o n d o n  b e in g  f ifty . I t  :s  c o m ­

m o n  to  fin d  fifte e n  to  tw e n ty  p e o p le  in h a b it in g  oru 

ro o m , u n d e r  c o n d it io n s  w h ic h  b a ffle  d e sc r ip tic  u 
T h e  a v e r a g e  re n t  d e m a n d e d  fo r  s u c h  a p p a llin g !) ' 

in a d e q u a te  a c c o m m o d a tio n  is o fte n  fro m  ' I c- < 

c e n t, to  3 3  p e r  ce n t, o f  a  m o n th ly  w a g e  ' • 

c o n s id e r in g  th e  c o st  o f  l iv in g , is m is e ra b ly  

9 7  p e r  ce n t, o f  th e  in d u s tr ia l w o r k e r s  o f  B  

l iv e  in  s in g le -ro o m  te n e m e n ts , o r  le ss . A

4
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ion d is c lo s e d  th e  fa c t  th at th e re  w e re  £ 3 ^ “ —̂  

v h ic h  s ix  fa m ilie s  o r  m o re  w e re  l iv in g  in  

a  s in g le  r o o m : a n d  th a t  in fa n tile  m o r ta l ity  fo r  

fa m ilie s  l iv in g  in  o n e  ro o m , o r  le ss , w a s  8 2 8  p e r  

th o u sa n d , th a t  fo r  fa m ilie s  l iv in g  in  tw o  ro o m s 3 2 2 ,  

th at fo r  fa m ilie s  l iv in g  in  th re e  ro o m s 1 9 1 ,  a n d  th a t 

fo r  fa m ilie s  l iv in g  in  4  ro o m s 1 3 3 .

S u c h  c o n d it io n s  se e m  a lm o st  in e v ita b ly  to  fo llo w  

th e  p ro g re s s  o f  in d u s tr ia lis a t io n  in  th e  O r ie n t ;  a n d  

m a n y  o f  th e  In d ia n  n a tio n a lis ts  fe e l th a t th e y  co n ­

st itu te  o n e  o f  th e  m o st  se r io u s  a sp e c ts  o f  th e  w r o n g  

d o n e  to  th e ir  c o u n tr y  b y  th e  W e s t ,  a n d  b y  E n g la n d  

in  p a r t ic u la r . A n  In d ia n  th in k e r  w h o  is w e ll  ac­

q u a in te d  w ith  th e  b e tte r  s id e  o f  W e s te r n  l ife , a n d  

is n o ta b ly  m o d e ra te  in  h is  v ie w s , h a s  d e c la r e d : 

“ T h e r e  a re  m en  in  th e  E a s t  w h o  s p e n d  s le e p le ss  

n ig h ts  in  c u r s in g  G o d  b e c a u se  H e  h a s  a llo w e d  th e se  

‘ c iv i lis e r s ’ to  e n te r  th e ir  la n d s .”  A  g e n e ra t io n  o r  

m o re  a g o  S ir  D a d a b h o i N a o r o ji ,  w h o  w a s  fo r  a 

t im e  a  B r it is h  M e m b e r  o f  P a r lia m e n t , a n d  w a s  in  

m a n y  w a y s  a  s ta u n c h  fr ie n d  o f  E n g la n d  a n d  th e  

E n g l is h ,  s a id  th is :  “ B r it is h  ru le  h a s  g iv e n  th e  

In d ia n  p e o p le  s e c u r ity  o f  l i fe  a n d  p r o p e r ty :  b u t  o f  

w h a t  v a lu e  to  th e m  is a  l i fe  w h ic h  m e a n s  d e a th  b y  

sta rv a tio n  o r  d is e a s e ? ”
E v id e n c e  fo r  th is  w id e ly -s p re a d  c o n v ic t io n  th a t  

B r it is h  ru le  in  In d ia  h a s b e en  a n y th in g  b u t  an  

u n m ix e d  b le s s in g  m ig h t  b e  g a th e re d  fro m  m a n y  

o th e r  so u rc e s . R ig h t ly  o r  w r o n g ly , th e  o p in io n  is



s io n  o f  In d ia , b u t  m u st  a p p ly  o u r s e l f  tg  

- ' ;i..r b t i t ig  th e  n a t iv e s  in to  a  sta te  th a t w ill  a d m it  o f  th e ir  

g o v e r n in g  th e m se lv e s  . . .  a n d  to  ta k e  th e  g lo r y  o f  th e  

a c h ie v e m e n t, a n d  th e  se n se  o f  h a v in g  d o n e  o ik  

d u ty , fo r  th e  c h ie f  re w a rd  o f  o u r  e x e r t io n s .”  E v e n  

a fte r  th e  M u t in y ,  in  1 8 6 1 ,  H e r b e r t  E d w a r d e s  said  

th is :  “ E n g la n d , ta u g h t  b y  b o th  p a st a n d  p re se n t, 

sh o u ld  se t  b e fo re  h e r  th e  n o b le  p o lic y  o f  first  f it t in g  

In d ia  fo r  fre e d o m  a n d  th en  se t t in g  h e r  fre e  T h e  

In d ia n  N a t io n a l C o n g re s s  itse lf , w h ic h  h as b e en  fo r  

m a n y  y e a rs  th e  fo c u s  o f  th e  n a tio n a l m o v e m e n t, 

w a s  s ta rte d  b y  S ir  A .  O . H u m e , a  re t ire d  B r it i  ! 

o ffic ia l, w ith  th e  e n c o u ra g e m e n t  o f  th e  th en  V ic e r o y , 

L o r d  D u ffe r in .
O n e  im p o rta n t  se c tio n  o f  th e  n a tio n a l m o v e m e n t j 

la y s  e m p h a s is  on  a n o th e r  w r o n g  w h ic h  E n g l ;  nd 

is  b e lie v e d  to  h a v e  in flic te d  u p o n  In d ia , v iz .  ih e  

in tro d u c t io n  o f  W e s te rn  in d u str ia lism . In  B o  n b a y , 

th e  c h ie f  in d u s tr ia l c ity  in  th e  c o u n try , th e re  i s  on e 

w a rd  w ith  an  a v e ra g e  o f  five  h u n d re d  people to  ' ic  

ac re , th e  a v e ra g e  fo r  L o n d o n  b e in g  fifty . I t  ;s  

m on  to  fin d  fifteen  to  tw e n ty  p e o p le  in h a b it in g  one 

ro o m , u n d e r  c o n d itio n s  w h ic h  b a ffle  d e sc r ip tio n  

T h e  a v e ra g e  re n t  d e m a n d e d  fo r  su c h  a p p a llin g ly  

in a d e q u a te  acc o m m o d atio n  is  o ften  fro m  - •

cen t, to  3 3  p e r  cen t, o f  a  m o n th ly  w a g e  which, 
c o n s id e r in g  th e  co st o f  l iv in g , is m iserab i 

9 7  p e r  cen t, o f  th e  in d u str ia l w o rk e rs  o f  B  n b a y  

l iv e  in  s in g le -ro o m  ten em en ts, o r  le ss , A

A
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T t ^ s t i - g ^ t io n  d is c lo s e d  th e  fa c t  th a t th e re  w e r e  1 3 5  

c a se s  in  w h ic h  s ix  fa m ilie s  o r  m o re  w e r e  l iv in g  in  

a  s in g le  r o o m : a n d  th a t  in fa n t ile  m o r t a l i ty  fo r  

fa m ilie s  l i v in g  in  o n e  ro o m , o r  le s s , w a s  8 2 8  p e r  

th o u sa n d , th a t  fo r  fa m ilie s  l i v in g  in  tw o  ro o m s  3 2 2 ,  

th a t  fo r  fa m ilie s  l iv in g  in  th re e  r o o m s  1 9 1 ,  a n d  th a t 

fo r  fa m ilie s  l iv in g  in  4  ro o m s  1 3 3 .

S u c h  c o n d it io n s  s e e m  a lm o st  in e v ita b ly  to  fo l lo w  

th e  p r o g r e s s  o f  in d u s tr ia lis a t io n  in  th e  O r ie n t ;  an d  

m a n y  o f  th e  In d ia n  n a t io n a lis ts  fe e l  th a t  th e y  c o n ­

s t itu te  o n e  o f  th e  m o s t  s e r io u s  a sp e c ts  o f  th e  w r o n g  

d o n e  to  th e ir  c o u n tr y  b y  th e  W e s t ,  a n d  b y  E n g la n d  

in  p a r t ic u la r .  A n  In d ia n  th in k e r  w h o  is  w e ll  a c ­

q u a in te d  w ith  th e  b e tte r  s id e  o f  W e s te r n  l ife , a n d  

is  n o ta b ly  m o d e ra te  in  h is  v ie w s , h a s  d e c la r e d : 

“ T h e r e  a re  m e n  in  th e  E a s t  w h o  s p e n d  s le e p le s s  

n ig h ts  in  c u r s in g  G o d  b e c a u s e  H e  h a s  a llo w e d  th e se  

‘ c iv i l is e r s ’ to  e n te r  th e ir  la n d s .”  A  g e n e ra t io n  o r  

m o re  a g o  S ir  D a d a b h o i N a o r o ji ,  w h o  w a s  fo r  a 

t im e  a  B r it is h  M e m b e r  o f  P a r l ia m e n t , a n d  w a s  in  

m a n y  w a y s  a  s ta u n c h  fr ie n d  o f  E n g la n d  a n d  th e  

E n g l i s h ,  s a id  t h is :  “ B r it is h  r u le  h a s  g iv e n  th e  

In d ia n  p e o p le  s e c u r ity  o f  l i fe  a n d  p r o p e r t y :  b u t  o f  

w h a t  v a lu e  to  th e m  is a  l i fe  w h ic h  m e a n s  d e a th  b y  

s ta rv a tio n  o r  d is e a s e ? ”

E v id e n c e  fo r  th is  w id e ly - s p r e a d  c o n v ic t io n  th a t  

B r it is h  ru le  in  I n d ia  h a s  b e e n  a n y th in g  b u t  an  

u n m ix e d  b le s s in g  m ig h t  b e  g a th e r e d  fro m  m a n y  

o th e r  s o u rc e s . R ig h t ly  o r  w r o n g ly ,  th e  o p in io n  is
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V ^ j l l ^ j i d  is  h e ld  p a s s io n a te ly . I t  is  im p o s s ib le  t p y f lk /  

^ '''^ T m h Jo n g  on  c o n fid e n tia l te rm s  w ith  a n y  e d u c a te d  

In d ia n  w ith o u t  d is c o v e r in g  th a t  h e  is c o n v in c e d  

th a t  h e  is  m is g o v e r n e d . H e  m a y  b e  a  fo o l, o r  a 

k n a v e , fo r  t h in k in g  th is , b u t  h e  c e r ta in ly  d o e s  t h in k  

it . H i s  c o n v ic t io n s  in  th is  re s p e c t  m a y  b e  s u m m e d  

u p  in  M r .  G a n d h i ’ s o w n  w o r d s , “ T h e  m illio n s  w h o  

a p p r o v e d  o f  th e  In d e p e n d e n c e  D e c la r a t io n  o f  

J a n u a r y  2 6 , 1 9 3 0 ,  d id  s o  in  th e  fa ith  th a t  the 

r u le  w h ic h  h a s  p ile d  in iq u ity  o n  in iq u ity  m u s t  s 

d e s tro y e d  b y  th e  sh e e r  w e ig h t  o f  i t . ”

T h i s  th e n  is  th e  firs t  le a d in g  id e a  o f  Satyagraha. 
T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  w r o n g  a n d  in ju s t ic e : a n d  E n g la n d  

is r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  th a t  w r o n g  a n d  in ju s t ic e .

T h e  s e c o n d  le a d in g  id e a  o f  Satyagraha is  th e  

id e a  th a t , a t  a l l  c o s ts , e v e n  a t  th e  c o st  o f  l ife  it: eh , 

w r o n g  m u s t  b e  fa c e d  a n d  p u t  r ig h t . M r .  G a n d ! .- 

n e v e r  t ire d  o f  te l l in g  h is  fo llo w e r s  th a t i f  th< 

a c q u ie s c e  in , o r  fa i l  to  p ro te s t  a g a in s t , th e  e x p lo i 

tio n  a n d  p a u p e r isa t io n  o f  th e ir  c o u n try , w h ic  

g o in g  fo r w a r d , as  h e  b e lie v e s , a t  th e  h and > o t ‘ 

E n g la n d ,  th e n  th e y  a re  c o w a rd s , a n d  u n w o rth  

e v e r  g a in in g  th e ir  fre e d o m . 'T ru th  is  o f  s o v e n  

w o r t h ;  a n d  to  M r .  G a n d h i t ru th  in c lu d e s , 

in v o lv e s , th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t  o f  r ig h t  re la tio n : 

b e tw e e n  m an  a n d  m a n , c o m m u n ity  a n d  c o m m u  tty, 

n a tio n  a n d  n a tio n . H i s  fo llo w e rs  m u s t  b e  w il 

to  la y  d o w n  th e ir  l iv e s  in  d e fe n c e  o f  T r u th
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j w ^ n l p s r o o d ,  in  th e  c o n v ic t io n  t h a t  i t  is  G o o O jIL L  

T ^ t ^ r o n g  s h o u ld  b e  r ig h t e d , f r e e d o m  e s t a b lis h e d  

a n d  T r u t h  v in d ic a t e d . S u c h  s e l f - s a c r i f ic e  o n ly  c o m e s  

f r o m  th e  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  c a r r y in g  fo r w a r d  

G o d ’ s  w i l l ,  a n d  t h a t  G o d  is  o n  th e ir  s id e . M r .  

G a n d h i  e x p r e s s e s  h is  c o n v ic t io n s  o n  th is  p o in t  as  

f o l lo w s :  “ T h e  fa c t  is  th a t  Satyagraha p r e s u p p o s e s  

th e  l i v in g  p r e s e n c e  a n d  g u id a n c e  o f  G o d .  T h e  le a d e r  

d e p e n d s  n o t  o n  h is  o w n  s t r e n g t h , b u t  o n  th a t  o f  

G o d .  H e  a c ts  a s  th e  V o ic e  W it h in  g u id e s  h im . V e r y  

o fte n  t h e r e fo r e  w h a t  a r e  p r a c t ic a l  p o lit ic s  s o -c a l le d  

a r e  u n r e a lit ie s  to  h im , t h o u g h  in  th e  e n d  h is  p r o v e  

to  b e  th e  m o s t  p r a c t ic a l  p o l i t ic s .”

A n d  a g a in :  “ W e  m u s t  lo v e  o u r  E n g l i s h  a d m in is ­

t r a to r s  a n d  p r a y  to  G o d  th a t  t h e y  m a y  h a v e  w is d o m  

to  s e e  w h a t  a p p e a r s  to  u s  to  b e  t h e ir  e r r o r .  I  b e lie v e  

in  th e  p o w e r  o f  s u f fe r in g  to  m e lt  th e  s to n ie s t  h e a r t .  

W e  m u s t  b y  o u r  c o n d u c t  d e m o n s t r a t e  to  e v e r y  

E n g l i s h m a n  th a t  h e  is  a s  s a fe  in  th e  r e m o t e s t  c o r n e r  

! o f  I n d ia  a s  h e  p r o p o s e s  to  fe e l  b e h in d  h is  m a c h in e -  

g u n .  E i t h e r  w e  b e lie v e  in  G o d  a n d  H i s  r ig h t e o u s ­

n e s s  o r  w e  d o  n o t . N o  p o w e r  o n  e a r th  c a n  s to p  th e  

m a r c h  o f  a  p e a c e fu l,  d e t e r m in e d  a n d  g o d ly  p e o p le .”  

T h u s  a ls o  o n  th e  m o r r o w  o f  h is  a p p o in tm e n t , b y  

| th e  In d ia n  N a t io n a l  C o n g r e s s  in  A p r i l ,  1 9 3 1 ,  a s  

so le , p le n ip o t e n t ia r y  f o r  th e  fo r t h c o m in g  d e l ib e r a -  

1 t io n s  w it h  G r e a t  B r i t a in ,  M r .  G a n d h i  d e c la r e d , “ I 

I h a v e  to  s e e k  G o d ’s  in fa l l ib le  g u id a n c e  a n d  ‘ b e  c a re -  

i fu l  fo r  n o t h in g . ’ ”

SATYAGRAHA ( c ¥ 3



f a c *n & an(i  r ig h t in g  o f  w ro n g  d o t s l J p J  
im p ly  th e d o in g  o f  a n y  v io le n c e  to  the w ro n g -d o e r .

I t  is a im e d , n o t at th e  e x te rm in a tio n  o f  the o p p re sso r , 

b u t  a t  th e  c h a n g in g  o f  h is  h e a rt . F o r  th is  reaso n  the 

in d iv id u a l E n g lis h m e n  in  In d ia , w h o  h a s sh ow n  in 
a  p ra c tic a l m a n n e r  h is  fr ie n d lin e ss  to w a rd s  I n d ns, 
is c o n t in u a lly  a s to n ish e d  b y  th e  c o u rte sy  an d  

k in d lin e ss  o f  In d ia n s , ev en  o f  a rd e n tly  n a tio n a lis tic  I 

In d ia n s , to w a rd s  h im se lf . T h e  p re se n t w r ite r  k n o w s 

th is  b y  p e rso n a l e x p e r ie n c e  g a in e d  fro m  y e a rs  ot 

w o r k  as on e  o f  tw o  o r  th re e  E u r o p e a n s  e n g a g e d  I 

in  ed u ca tio n a l a c t iv it ie s  in th e  h e a rt  o f  a  la rg e  In d ia n  

c ity . A l l  a ro u n d  u s  th e p e o p le  as a  w h o le , a n d  o u r  ■ 
stu d e n ts  m o st o f  a ll, w e re  se e th in g  w ith  p o litica l 
p ass io n s , fire d  w ith  a  b u r n in g  in d ig n a tio n  a g a in s t  

th e  B r it is h  sy ste m . T h is  in d ig n a tio n  fre q u e n t ly  (to r 

e x a m p le  in  C o lle g e  d e b a t in g  so c ie ties) fo u n d  v e n t  

in  an  a lm o st u n m e a su re d  d e n u n c ia tio n  o f  a ll th in  

B r it is h . O c c a s io n a lly  on e  o f  u s  B r it is h e rs  w o u ld  say  

h a lf-h u m o ro u s ly , a fte r  su c h  an  e x p lo s io n , th at w e 

sc a rc e ly  d a re d  to sh o w  o u r  fa ce s  o r  to  m ak e  

v o ice s  h e a rd . Im m e d ia te ly  th ere  w o u ld  com e 

e a g e r  re sp o n se  fro m  the s tu d e n ts, “ O h , S ir , w e  ! 

n o t m ean  you. W e  m ean t the B r it is h  G o v e rn m e n  

A n  E n g lis h m a n  w h o  sp e n t so m e m o n th s in  v e  y 

c lo se  to u ch  w ith  M r .  G a n d h i d u r in g  th e even  1 

p e rio d  in 1 9 2 9  an d  1 9 3 0 ,  w h e n  th e C iv i l  D is o b  d 
en ce  c a m p a ig n  w a s  in  p re p a ra tio n , w ro te  hr 

a g a in  an d  a g a in  s a y in g  th at h e m et e v e ry w h e re  w ith
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s t  k in d n e s s  a n d  c o u r te s y .  A n o t h e r  E n g g J l f c _ j  

w a s  in  B o m b a y  a t  th e  s a m e  t im e  \\ ro te  

to  a n  E n g l i s h  p e r io d ic a l  a s  f o l lo w s : T h e r e  is

a b s o lu te ly  n o  a n t a g o n is m  to  th e  E n g l i s h  as  s u c h . 

M y  t r e a tm e n t  b y  In d ia n s  o f  a ll s c h o o ls  h e re  e v e n  

in  a  h o tb e d  o f  G a n d h is m — is p e r fe c t .

Satyagraha im p lie s ,  i f  it  is  r ig h t ly  u n d e r s t o o d  a n d  

p r a c t is e d , a  r e c o g n it io n  o f  th e  fa c t  th a t  w r o n g  can  

o n ly  b e  r ig h t e d  b y  a  c h a n g e  o f  id e a ls  in  th e  o p p r e s s o r , 

w h ic h  s h a ll  m a k e  h im  u n w il l in g  to  p r a c t is e  o p p r e s ­

s io n  a n y  m o r e , a n d  le a d  h im  to  d o  ju s t ic e  in s te a d  o f  

w r o n g .  S u c h  a  c h a n g e , i t  is  b e lie v e d , m a y  b e s t  b e  

b r o u g h t  a b o u t  b y  s u f fe r in g  u n r e s is t in g ly  a n d  v ic a r i­

o u s ly  u n d e r g o n e , in s te a d  o f  b y  v io le n t  re ta lia t io n  

a n d  r e s is ta n c e .

T h i s  b r in g s  u s  to  th e  th ir d  o f  th e  m a in  id e a s  u n d e r ­

ly in g  Satyagraha. V io le n c e  is  n o  r e m e d y . E v e n  i f  it 

is  s u c c e s s fu l  in  c h e c k in g  w r o n g  a n d  in ju s t ic e  o u t ­

w a r d ly ,  i t  is  b o u n d  in e v ita b ly  to  le a d  to  w o r s e  w r o n g  

in  o th e r  d ir e c t io n s . T h e  Satyagrahi n o t ic e s  h o w  in  

th e  W e s t  n a t io n s  w h ic h  h a v e  b e c o m e  fr e e , a s  a  r e s u lt  

o f  th e  G r e a t  W a r ,  o r  o f  p r e v io u s  w a r s ,  h a v e  h a s te n e d  

to  im p o s e  th e ir  r u le  u p o n  o th e r s . H e  c a n  p o in t  to  

th e  b e h a v io u r  o f  th e  l ib e r a t e d  P o le s  to w a rd s  th e  

U k r a i n e :  to  th a t  o f  th e  l ib e r a t e d  I ta l ia n s  to w a rd s  

th e  T y r o le s e :  to  th e  im p e r ia l is m  o f  r e v o lu t io n a r y  

F r a n c e : to  th a t  o f  H u n g a r ia n s  to w a r d s  R u m a n ia n s ,  

a n d  la te r  o f  R u m a n ia n s  to w a rd s  H u n g a r ia n s .  H e  can



W \  th e  fa c t  th at m o d e rn  n a tio n a lism , g
• to  a  th in k e r  su c h  as M a z z in i  a p p e a re d  so  fa ir  a n d  > 

p u re  a th in g , h a s  b e en  p ro v e d  b y  th e  G r e a t  W a r  th e  

g r e a te s t  o f  c u rse s  to  h u m a n ity , th ro u g h  its  e n d e a v o u r­

in g  to  o b ta in  its  e n d s  o f  l ib e r ty  a n d  c o n stitu tio n a lism  , 

b y  fo rc e . T o  M a h a t m a  G a n d h i h im s e lf  th e  issu e  

a p p e a rs  p e r fe c t ly  p la in  a n d  s im p le . A g a in  a n d  a g a in  , 

h e h a s sh o w n  h im s e l f  w i l l in g  to  sa c r if ic e  e v e r y t h in g  ; 

to  th is  p r in c ip le  o f  N o n -V io le n c e , o r  Ahimsa, H a r  n - 

le ssn e ss , as h e  p re fe rs  to ca ll it . In  1 9 1 9  h e c h e c k e d  

th e  m o v e m e n t  a g a in s t  th e  R o w la t t  A c t s ,  w h e n  it  1 
w a s  in  fu ll  s w in g , b e c a u se  v io le n c e  h a d  b e e n  c o m -  j 

m it te d ; a n d  la te r  h e  re p ro a c h e d  h im s e lf  b it te r ly  i 

h is  ‘H im a la y a n  b lu n d e r ’ in  t r u s t in g  th e  m a sse s  Hviih 

su c h  a  w e a p o n  as Satyagraha b e fo re  th e y  w e re  r i g l  :ly 
t ra in e d  in  its  u se . In  1 9 2 2 ,  w h e n  th e  N o n -C o -o p e r i - 

tion  m o v e m e n t  w a s  in  th e fu ll  t id e  o f  p o p u ’ar 

su c c e ss , h e  c a lle d  o f f  th e  p ro p o se d  in a u g u ra tio n  f  

C iv i l  D is o b e d ie n c e  (n o n -p a y m e n t o f  taxe s) b eca  - : 

v io le n c e  h a d  b ro k e n  o u t. H e  d e c la re d  w ith  th e  u t ir  

e m p h a sis , on  v e r y  n u m e ro u s  o c c a s io n s , th at v io le  

w o u ld  ru in  th e  C iv i l  D is o b e d ie n c e  c a m p a ig n  o f  

1 9 3 0 .  O n e  o f  th e  m o st  re m a rk a b le  fe a tu re s  o f  t 

c a m p a ig n  w a s  th e  fa c t  th at, in  th e  m a in , a n d  in  sj 

o f  la p se s  in  a fe w  lo c a lit ie s , it m a in ta in e d  its n 

v io le n t  c h a ra c te r . A t  its  o u tse t  M r .  G a n d h i 

d o w n  th e fo llo w in g  ru le s  fo r  h is  C iv i l  R e s is t  rs. 

T h e y  w e re  p u b lis h e d  in  h is  p a p e r  Young India on  

F e b r u a r y  2 7 ,  1 9 3 0 :

/ / / THE CROSS MOVES EAST # G  _



W j! s a TlTa g r a h a vST
p ^ ^ K ^ H a r b o u r  no anger.

(2.) Suffer the anger o f  your opponent.
(3) Put up w ith assaults: never retaliate: but do not

submit, out o f  fear o f  punishment, to any order 

given in anger.
(4) Submit to arrest: do not resist the confiscation o f

your property.
(5) Even  i f  you lose your life , do not retaliate.

(6) N ever swear or curse.
(7) N ever insult your opponent.
(8) Protect officials (i.e. the agents o f  the British system

against which the whole campaign was directed),

S even at the cost o f  your life .
(9) In  no w ay regard yourselves as superior to others.

( 10 )  Entrust your dependents to the care o f  G od.
( 1 1 )  N ever take sides in a communal quarrel.
(12) Avoid every occasion that may give rise to a com­

munal quarrel.

A n  e x a m in a t io n  o f  th e se  ru le s  w ill  s h o w  p la in ly  th e  

in flu e n c e  o f  th e  S e rm o n  o n  th e  M o u n t  u p o n  M r .  

G a n d h i ’s  m in d  as  h e  fr a m e d  th e m . H e  su m s  u p  

h is  te a c h in g  o n  N o n - V io le n c e , h o w e v e r , u n d e r  th e  

H in d u  re l ig io u s  te rm  Ahimsa, W 'hich is  g e n e r a l ly  

( th o u g h  in a d e q u a te ly )  t ra n s la te d  H a r m le s s n e s s , a n d  

w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  a  c a rd in a l p r in c ip le  o f  H in d u  re la ­

t io n sh ip s , e s p e c ia lly  in  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  th e  a n im a l 

c re a tio n , fo r  m a n y  h u n d re d s  o f  y e a r s .

R e g a r d in g  th is  p r in c ip le  o f  H a r m le s s n e s s , M r .  

G a n d h i h a s  w r it te n  as  fo l lo w s :

“ L i t e r a l ly  s p e a k in g  Ahimsa m e a n s  n o n -k ill in g , 

b u t  to  m e  it  h a s  a  w o r ld  o f  m e a n in g , a n d  ta k e s  m e



in to  re a lm s  m u c h  h ig h e r , in fin ite ly  h ig h e r . I t r a r f r '  

m e a n s  th a t y o u  m a y  n o t  o ffe n d  a n y b o d y , y o u  m a y  

n o t  h a r b o u r  an  u n c h a r ita b le  th o u g h t . . . .  I f  w e  

re s e n t  a  f r ie n d ’ s a c t io n , o r  th e  s o -c a lle d  e n e m y ’ s 

a c t io n , w e  s t i l l  fa ll  s h o r t  o f  th is  d o c tr in e . B u t  w h e n  

I  s a y  w e  s h o u ld  n o t re se n t, I  d o  n o t  s a y  th a t wre sh o u ld  

a c q u ie s c e . . . .  I f  y o u  e x p re s s  y o u r  lo v e — Ahimsa—  

in  s u c h  a  m a n n e r  th a t it  im p re s s e s  i t s e l f  in d e lib ly  

u p o n  y o u r  so -c a lle d  e n e m y , h e  m u s t  re tu rn  th a t  

lo v e . . . . U n d e r  th is  p la n  o f  l i fe  th e re  is n o  c o n c e p ­

tio n  o f  p a tr io t is m  w h ic h  ju s t i f ie s  s u c h  w a rs  as  y o u  

w itn e s s  in  E u r o p e  t o - d a y .”  ' /

T h e  p e n u lt im a te  se n te n c e  o f  th is  q u o ta tio n  m a k e  s 
c le a r  th e  p r in c ip le  a lr e a d y  m e n tio n e d  as  u n d e r ly in g  

th e  w h o le  c o n c e p tio n  o f  g e n u in e  Satyagraha— the 

p r in c ip le  th a t  n o  m e th o d  o f  a c t iv ity  can  b e  re g a rd  ’ i 

a s  s a t is fa c to r y  w h ic h  d o e s  n o t re s u lt  in  a  c h a n g e  oi 

h e a rt  in  th e  o p p re s s o r . F o r c e  can  n e v e r  a c h ie v e  

su c h  a  ‘ tra n sv a lu a t io n  o f  v a lu e s . ’ T h e  re v o lu t io i 

w h ic h  is re q u ire d  is  a  s p ir itu a l re v o lu t io n . V io le n t  

re s is ta n c e  m e re ly  h a rd e n s  th e  s p ir it  o f  i l l-w ill  an d  

o p p re s s io n , r e in fo r c in g  it  b y  a ll th e  im p u lse s  o f  

p u g n a c ity  w h ic h  a re  a ro u s e d  th r o u g h  s u c h  o p p o s i 

t io n . A  m e th o d  is n e e d e d  w h ic h  w ill  m a k e  th e W fo n g - 

d o e r  n o  lo n g e r  d e s ir e  to  d o  w r o n g . I t  m u st  be 

m e th o d  w h ic h  w ill  e ffe c t  an  in w a rd  c h a n g e  o f  a tti­

tu d e , so  th a t a  s p ir it  o f  g e n e r o s ity  a n d  g o o d  w i 

sh a ll ta k e  th e  p la c e  o f  th e  s p ir it  o f  d o m in a n c e  a n d  

e x p lo ita t io n . H e n c e  M r .  G a n d h i s a y s , “ T h o s e  w h

/Ytf* ‘ G°ifeY\
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cd P i? tc> d e s t r o y  m e n  ra th e r  th a n  th e ir  m a i^ e |4  i 
^ ^ d o is f Y r e  la tte r  a n d  b e c o m e  w o rs e  th a n  th o se  w h o m  

th e y  d e s t r o y , u n d e r  th e  m is ta k e n  b e l ie f  th a t  th e  

m a n n e rs  w il l  d ie  w ith  th e  m e n . They do not know 
the root of the evil. . . . N o n -v io le n c e  is  n o t  m e re  

re s t r a in t  f r o m  p h y s ic a l  v io le n c e . E v i l  th o u g h ts , 

ra s h n e ss , i l l-w il l ,  h a tre d  a n d  fa lse h o o d  a re  a ll fo rm s  

o f  v io le n c e . T o  p o sse ss  w h a t  o th e rs  n e e d  is  a lso  

v io le n c e . . . . N o n - v io le n c e  is  th e  m e a n s , a n d  tru th  

th e  a im . . . . C u lt iv a t e  th e  q u ie t  c o u ra g e  o f  d y in g  

w ith o u t  k i l l in g .  . . . N o n -v io le n c e  d o e s  n o t  m e a n  

m e e k  si: b m iss io n  to  th e  w ill  o f  th e  e v il-d o e r , b u t  

th e  p it t in g  o f  o n e ’ s  w h o le  s o u l a g a in s t  th e  w ill  o f  

th e  t y r a n t .”
T h e s e  q u o ta t io n s  s h o w  h o w  fa r - r e a c h in g  is  th e  

p r in c ip le  th u s  in v o k e d . I t  in v o lv e s  n o th in g  le ss  th a n  

a  sp irit  ia l r e v o lu t io n , w h ic h  s ta r t in g  in  th e  so u l o f  

th e  Satyagrahi m u s t  p a ss  o u t  f r o m  h im  to  a ll w ith  

whom h e  c o m e s  in  c o n ta c t , w h e th e r  th e y  a re  

s rs o r  o p p re s s e d , e v e ry w h e re  k in d l in g  a  n e w  

s n ir it , a id  k in d l in g  it  b y  o n e  m e a n s  a lo n e , th e  

g e n e r a t iv e  p o w e r  o f  se lf-c h o se n  s u f fe r in g . I

I h : b r in g s  u s  to  th e  fo u r th  m ain  id e a  b e h in d  

>ha. T h e  f ir s t  w a s  th a t  th e re  is  w r o n g :  th e  

e n d , fh a t a t  a ll co sts  th e  w r o n g  m u s t  b e  r ig h t e d : 

b ird , th a t  v io le n c e  is  n o  r e m e d y : th e  fo u r th  is 

:n g  p o s it iv e  p r in c ip le  o f  Satyagraha, th e  

-i ic ip lc  th a t  w r o n g  can  b e  r ig h te d , a n d  in fa ll ib ly

i f  H itY*Y SATYAGRAHA
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V ^ v ^ r a g m e d j  b y  s u ffe r in g , i f  th a t s u ffe r in g  is  self-cbJbletjl 

X'-5li ia2Kl v ic a r io u s ly  e n d u re d .

H is  s tu d y  o f  th e  N e w  T e sta m e n t , re in fo rc e d  b y  

th e  te a c h in g s  o f  th e  G ita , o f  R u s k in  an d  o f  T o ls t o y , 

h a d  le d  M r .  G a n d h i to  th e co n c lu s io n , e n u n c ia te d  

b y  P la to  in  th e  Gorgias tw e n ty -th re e  ce n tu rie s  a g o , 

th a t “ T o  d o  is  w o rse  th an  to  s u ffe r  in ju s tic e . . . . H e  

w h o  is u n ju s t ly  p u t  to  d e a th  is  n o t so  m u c h  to be 

p it ie d  as h e  w h o  k ills  h im , fo r  d o in g  in ju s tic e  is th e  

g re a te s t  o f  e v ils . . . .  T o  b e  s tru c k  w r o n g fu lly  is n o t 

th e  w o rs t  e v il  th at can  b e fa ll a  m a n , n o r to  h a v e  h is 

p u rse  o r  h is  b o d y  c u t  o p e n , b u t  to  sm ite  a n d  s la y  

w r o n g fu lly  is fa r  m o re  d is g ra c e fu l a n d  m o re  e v i l .” 1 

B u t  M r .  G a n d h i’s  s tu d ie s  h a d  le d  h im  fa rth e r  th an  

th is . T h e y  h a d  sh o w n  h im  an  in fa llib le  so lu tio n  fo r  

th e  p ro b le m  o f  e v il , v iz .  a  w illin g n e s s  to  c o u rt  a n d  

to  b e a r  s u ffe r in g  at th e  h a n d s o f  e v il . In  su ffe r in g  

so  in v ite d  a n d  b o rn e  h e  d isc e rn e d  a  s tra n g e  e ffe c tiv e ­

n ess fo r  th e  d e s tro y in g  o f  th e  e v il  w ill .

C h r is t  m ig h t  h a v e  a v o id e d  th e C ro ss . H e  n eed  n o t 

h a v e  ‘se t  h is  fa c e  s te a d fa s t ly  to  g o  u p  to  Je r u s a le m .’ 

H e  m ig h t  h a v e  re m a in e d  ju d ic io u s ly  in  G a lile e  till 

d a n g e r  to  h im s e lf  w a s  p ast. T h e  v is io n  o f  th e  

T w e lv e  L e g io n s  o f  A n g e ls ,  seen  b y  H im  in  th e 

G a rd e n  ju s t  b e fo re  H is  a rre st , sh o w s th at ev en  th en  

H e  w as co n sc io u s  o f  su p e rn a tu ra l re so u rc e s  a t  H is  

co m m a n d , w h ic h  h e  m ig h t  h a v e  u se d  to e sta b lish

■ Compare Plato, Republic, II: "The just man will be scourged, tor­
mented, fettered, have his eves put out: and lastly, having suffered all 
manner of evils, will be crucified.”
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o f  r ig h te o u s n e s s , a n d  so  to  s a v e  k h ^ l^ j  

c d u h ffy ^ V o m  th e  d e s tru c t io n  o f  a . d . 7 0 ,  a n d  ( in c i­

d e n ta lly , H im s e l f  f r o m  th e  C r o s s .  B u t  C h r is t  d id  

n o t d o d g e  th e  C r o s s .  H e  w e n t  t h r o u g h  w ith  th e  

sh a m e  a n d  a g o n y  o f  it , b e a r in g  p a t ie n t ly  th e  w o r s t  

th a t  h a tre d  a n d  t y r a n n y  c o u ld  d o  to  h im .

Satyr.graha c a n n o t  b e  u n d e r s to o d  u n le s s  th is  id e a l­

ism  o f  th e  C r o s s , w h ic h  lie s  b e h in d  it , is  a lso  u n d e r ­

s to o d . T h e  C r o s s  m e a n s  s u f fe r in g  w i l l in g ly  a n d  

1 a io u s ly  e n c o u n te re d . T h e  fa c t  th a t  Satyngraha 
h a s b e e n  u s e d , a n d  u s e d  w ith  s u c h  a m a z in g  s u c c e s s  

b y  ' - in d u  a g a in s t  ‘ C h r is t ia n s ’ a n d  b y  a n  In d ia n  

a g a in s  E n g l is h m e n , m u s t  n o t  b l in d  o u r  e y e s  to  

th is  o th e r  fa c t — th a t  in  in s p ira t io n  a n d  la r g e ly  a lso  

iti p ra c t ic e  th e  m o v e m e n t  h a s  b e e n . a  C h r is t ia n  

th in g , a  r e v iv in g  a n d  r e in t e r p r e t in g  o f  th e  C r o s s .

W h e n  M r .  G a n d h i in it ia te d  th e  C iv i l  D is o b e d i­

ent c tm p a ig n  o f  1 9 3 0 ,  w h ic h  w a s  d e s t in e d  to  h a v e  

| such, a d e c is iv e  in flu e n c e  u p o n  th e  re la t io n s  b e tw e e n  

lia  a 1 ] n g la n d , h e  d e c la re d  to  h is  fe l lo w  c o u n tr y -  

m cn  in c f e e t ,  “ Y o u  c a n  w in  fr e e d o m  a n d  r ig h t ,  a n d  

- w if t ly ,  i f  o n ly  y o u  a re  p r e p a r e d  to  s u f fe r  

e n o u g h  th e m , a n d  to  s u f fe r  w ith o u t  re ta lia t io n , 

o u  m u st  d i l ig e n t ly  s e e k  o u t  l in e s  o f  s u f fe r in g .  Y o u  

•' ’ ch a i n g e  th e  im p e r ia l  a u th o r ity  in  e v e r y  w a y
n o t in v o lv e  v io le n c e  o r  m o ra l tu r p itu d e .

, 1  g n  a c c o r d in g ly  b e g a n  w ith  a n  a t te m p t ,

■ G a n d h i  h im s e lf ,  to  b r e a k  th e  G o v e r n -  

o n o p o ly ;  a n d  it  c o n t in u e d  w ith  a  c h a l-

l§ (  W  X f  SATTAGRAHA l f ¥ T



\jv\_ ^ n ^ e / t o  th e  G o v e r n m e n t  d r in k -m o n o p o ly , 

x ^ a ^ J i l i g e n t l y - p r o s e c u t e d  e n d e a v o u r  to  p r e v e n t  th e  

sa le  o f  fo r e ig n  c lo th , w h ic h  sa le  w a s  r e g a r d e d  as 

a m a in  o b je c t iv e  o f  th e  G o v e r n m e n t ’ s e c o n o m ic  

p o lic y . In  n u m e ro u s  o th e r  w a y s  a lso , so m e  o f  th e m  

c lo s e ly  b o r d e r in g  on  th e  m o r a lly  in d e fe n s ib le , th e  

a u th o r ity  o f  th e  B r it is h  R a j  w a s  e f fe c t iv e ly  c h a l­

le n g e d . W h e r e v e r  p o s s ib le  th e  p e a sa n ts  w e r e  in c ite d  

to  r e fu s e  p a y m e n t  o f  th e  la n d -ta x .

T h e  p r o p a g a n d a  d e s ig n e d  to  b r in g  a b o u t  th e se  

e n d s  w a s  c a r r ie d  on  b o th  b y  a h o st  o f  n a t io n a lis t  

s p e a k e rs  a n d  o r g a n is e r s , a n d  b y  la r g e  (in  so m e  ca se s  

e x c e e d in g ly  la rg e )  c ro w d s  o f  Satyagrahis, w h o  s o u g h t  

b y  e v e r y  m e a n s  in  th e ir  p o w e r  to  p e rs u a d e  th e  p o lic e , 

a s  th e  a g e n ts  o f  G o v e r n m e n t , to  u s e  v io le n c e  u p o n  

th e m , in  o rd e r  th a t  th e y  m ig h t  a tta in  th e ir  o b je c t  

o f  s u f fe r in g  w ith o u t  re s is ta n c e  th e  w o r s t  th a t  th e  

‘ o p p r e s s o r ’ m ig h t  d o  to  th e m . T h e  p o lic e  w e re  

p la c e d  in  an  e x c e e d in g ly  d iff ic u lt  p o s it io n . I f  th e y  

re s o r te d  to  o r d in a r y  p o lic e -a c t io n , th e y  w e re  m e r e ly  

p la y in g  in to  th e  h a n d s  o f  th e  n a t io n a lis ts , a n d  (as 

e x p e r ie n c e  r a p id ly  b e g a n  to  sh o w ) w e re  a d d in g  fu e l  

to  th e  fire  o f  n a t io n a lis t  a rd o u r . I t  w a s  im p o s s ib le , on  

th e  o th e r  h a n d , to  s ta n d  b y  a n d  se e  th e  la w  b ro k e n , t 
T h e r e fo r e  th e  a u th o r it ie s  a d o p te d  th e  p o lic y  o f  

u s in g  th e  m in im u m  o f  fo r c e  c o n s is te n t  w ith  th e  

‘ s a fe g u a r d in g  o f  la w  a n d  o r d e r . ’ B u t  th is  p o lic y  w a s  

v e r y  d iff ic u lt  to  a p p ly . In  th e  firs t  p la c e  th e  m in im u m  

o f  fo rc e  w a s  s t il l  too  m u c h , in  v ie w  o f  a  s itu a t io n  in

’ e°^x
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\ v V ^ ® ^ e v e r y  p o lic e -c h a r g e , o r d e r e d  u n d e r  w h a ^ y  j 
' p r c \ u (  a tio n  a n d  h o w e v e r  c a u t io u s ly  c a r r ie d  o u t, v.ras  

' t i l l  a P r ic e le s s  b o o n  to  th e  m o v e m e n t  o f  Satyagraha, 
w h ic h  c o u ld  o n ly  f lo u r is h  b y  s u c h  ‘ s u f f e r in g . ’ I n  

th e  s e c o n d  p la c e , th e  r a n k  a n d  f ile  o f  th e  p o lic e  h a d  

| n -:lnV a lo n g - s t a n d in g  g r u d g e  a g a in s t  th e  n a t io n a l-  

l s t s > a n d  w e r e  s o m e w h a t  n a t u r a l ly  r e a d y  to  s u p p ly  

1 ‘ s u f fe r in g ’ w h ic h  w a s  d e m a n d e d . F o r  a  g e n e r a -  

t lo n  th e n a t io n a lis ts  a ll  o v e r  I n d ia  h a v e  o p p o s e d  th e  

P ° ^ c '• in  e v e r y  p o s s ib le  w a y , v o t in g  a g a in s t  a p p r o -  

1 o n s  in  th e  p r o v in c ia l  b u d g e ts  w h ic h  w o u ld  h a v e  

h e m  b e tte r  p a y  a n d  b e tte r  l i v in g  c o n d it io n s , 

k in g  th e ir  l i f e  a  b u r d e n  to  th e m  o n  a ll  o c c a -  

s ° f  p o lit ic a l  e x c ite m e n t . M o r e o v e r ,  th e  n a t io n -  

| --list I d e rs  a re  fo r  th e  m o s t  p a r t  c a s te  H i n d u s :  a n d  

„ ! ' P ic e  a re  l a r g e ly  r e c r u ite d  fr o m  th e  M o s le m  

>w -caste c o m m u n it ie s , w h ic h  h a v e  a c c o u n ts  

•s 1 e  w ith  th e  c a s te  H in d u s  d a t in g  b a c k  fo r  

' e n tu r ie s . W h e n  th e  fa c t  is  ta k e n  in to  c o n -  

1 io n  th a t  th e  p o lic e  h a d  to  s ta n d  u p  to  a n  o d io u s  

* c a s p e r a t in g  fo r m  o f  b a it in g , fo r  h o u r  a f t e r  

j 1 V ld  d a y  a f t e r  d a y , in  th e  g r u e l l in g  h e a t  o f  an  

h o t-w e a th e r , a t  th e  h a n d s  o f  m o b s  b e g g in g ,  

in g  a n d  in c it in g  th e m  to  u s e  th e ir  lathis 
£ v "■) u p o n  th e m , i t  is  n o t  to  b e  w o n d e r e d  a t  th a t  

= ' n a l ly  th e  d e m a n d  wras c o m p lie d  w i t h :  a n d

e c la m o u r  fo r  ‘ s u f fe r in g ’ w a s  s u c c e s s fu l  in  

} 111 " w h a t  it  w a n te d .

c o u n tr y  th u s  b e c a m e  f u l l  o f  r u m o u r s  o f
H
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\ V ' ^ 3 5W ^ e a t r o c it ie s , ’ th e  g re a t  m a jo r ity  o f  w h ic h -W tr i 
n o th in g  b u t  ru m o u rs . H e r e  a n d  th e re , h o w e v e r , 

th e re  w a s  d e fin ite  g r o u n d  fo r  th e  c o m p la in ts . E v e r y  

s u c h  in s ta n c e  o f  r ig o u r  w a s  a  g o ld m in e  to  th e 

n a tio n a l ca u se , a n d  w a s  e x p lo ite d  as su ch .

I t  w a s  a  s itu a t io n  u n iq u e  a n d  e x tra o rd in a ry , n o t 

d e v o id  o f  co m ic  e le m e n ts , an d  y e t  fu ll  o f  th e  m a tte r  : 

o f  h ig h  tra g e d y .

A s  a  w e ll-q u a lifie d  o b se rv e r  w ro te  a t  th e  t im e , 

“ W h e n  p e o p le  h a v e  w a tc h e d  n o n -re s is t in g  Satya- 
grahis s ta n d in g  u p  w ith  fo ld e d  a rm s a n d  b e in g  la id  

o u t  o n  th e  g ro u n d  b y  p o lic e  lathis, th e y  a re  n e v e r  th e 

sa m e  p e o p le  a g a in , a n d  th e y  feel th at in  th e  q u a rre l 

G o v e rn m e n t  a n d  th e  p o lic e  w e re  w r o n g .”  T h e  

e le m e n t o f  fe e l in g  p ro v e d  to  b e  o f  m o re  an d  m o re  

d e c is iv e  im p o rta n c e  a s  th e  m o n th s  o f  1 9 3 0  w e n t 

b y . A  g r e a t  h is to ria n  h a s  d e c la re d  th at ‘ a  n atio n  is 
a  n atio n  w h e n  it  feels i t s e l f  to  b e  o n e ’ : an d  th e  e ffe c t  

o f  Satyagraha w a s  to  k in d le  th e  se n tim e n t o f  n a tio n ­

a lity  at g r e a t  sp e e d  a n d  w ith  p ro fo u n d  e ffe c t iv e n e ss  

a ll o v e r  In d ia . T h u s  th e  m o v e m e n t b e c a m e  a m e th o d  

b y  w h ic h  th e  p o lic e  a n d  th e  G o v e rn m e n t  b e h in d  th e 

p o lic e  w e re  d r iv e n , u n w il l in g ly  a n d  a g a in s t  th e ir  

o w n  b e tte r  ju d g m e n t , to  c o n tr ib u te  to th e ir  ow n  

d o w n fa ll. F in a l ly  th e y  c o u ld  h a rd ly  m o v e  w ith o u t 

d e s tro y in g  th e m se lv e s !

T h e  se lf-c h o se n  s u ffe r in g  fo r  w h ic h  Satyagraha 
c a lle d , an d  w h ic h  w a s  its  m e th o d  an d  p o lic y , w a s  

n o t  c o n fin e d  to  a r.y  o n e  c la ss . “ W h e n  k n ig h te d

(i f  ^ i+ \ y i THE CROSS MOVES EAST t C T



o f  th e  V i c e r o y ’ s E x e c u t i v e  C o u n c i l ,  Iq p e lM  

| » ^ e5^ n a n c e l lo r s  o f  In d ia n  U n iv e r s i t ie s ,  r e t ir e d  

* j u d g e s  o f  H i g h  C o u r t s ,  a n d  t r u s te d  a n d  r e s p e c t e d  

le a d e rs  o f  In d ia n  t h o u g h t  a n d  l i f e  o f  e v e r y  s h a d e  o f  

o p in io n , a re  in  j a i l  in  o p p o s it io n  to  o u r  c o u n t r y ’ s 

j P o l ic y , i t  c a u s e s  o n e  to  t h in k  fu r io u s ly .  I f  w e  c a n n o t  

r r ‘ ie  I n d ia  w it h o u t  k e e p in g  in  j a i l  h u n d r e d s  o f  

1 n 'l a  s m o s t  r e s p e c t e d  c it iz e n s , w h a t  a b o u t  i t ? ”

1 J)c: : w o r d s , f r o m  a n  E n g l i s h m a n  lo n g  r e s id e n t  in  

• nc’ a , w il l  s e r v e  to  s h o w  th e  im m e n s e  a p p e a l  w h ic h  

Sniyagraha m a d e  e v e n  to  c la s s e s  w h ic h  in  a n y  o th e r  

c o u n tr y  w o u ld  h a v e  fo r m e d  th e  b u lw a r k s  o f  c o n -  

■ v  i t iv e  c a u t io n , a n d  w o u ld  h a v e  s h o w n  t h e m s e lv e s  

th e  r ig o r o u s  d e fe n d e r s  o f  v e s t e d  in te r e s t s  a n d  

> b e d  in s t it u t io n s . I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  th e  u s e  o f  

Satyagraha b r o u g h t  in , a s  s ta lw a r t  p r o t a g o n is t s  o f  

tb ’ n a t ■ aal c a u s e , e le m e n ts  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  w h ic h  

i w o u ld  im m e d ia te ly  h a v e  b e e n  e s t r a n g e d  b y  a n y  

! a p p e a l to v io le n c e .

Satyagraha b r o u g h t  in  a ls o  th e  w o m e n , w h o s e  

1 11 s e lf is h  w o r k  b e c a m e  o f  g r e a t e r  a n d  g r e a t e r  im ­

p o rtan ce  a s  th e  c a m p a ig n  w e n t  fo r w a r d , e s p e c ia l ly  

1 1(1 c o n n e c t io n  w ith  th e  m o v e m e n t  f o r  th e  b o y c o tt

0 : v  >h g o o d s .  In  D e c e m b e r  1 9 3 0  i t  w a s  o f f ic ia l ly

| in  th e  B r i t i s h  H o u s e  o f  C o m m o n s  th a t  

o r t s  f r o m  E n g la n d  to  I n d ia  h a d  d e c r e a s e d ,

1 b< e c u  th e  t h ir d  q u a r t e r  o f  1 9 2 9  a n d  th e  t h ir d

' 1 9 3 0 ,  b y  4 3  • 5  p e r  c e n t . 1 T h e  m a in  re a so n

"-off in cotton goods was very much higher than this.
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i f  W i V l i  t h e  cro ss  m o v e s  e a s t  I n y

a s to n is h in g  fa llin g -o ff ,  w h ic h  c a m e  a O -Jw s/e  

o f  a c u te  e c o n o m ic  d e p re ss io n  in  E n g la n d ,  w a s  th e 

n a tio n a l w o r k  d o n e  b y  th e  In d ia n  w o m e n  v o lu n te e rs . 

M a n y  o f  th e m  w e re  w o m e n  w h o  h a d  s p e n t  th e ir  

l iv e s  b e h in d  th e  purdah. M a n y  w e re  p e o p le  o f  

w e a lth  a n d  re fin e m e n t. Y e t  a t  th e  ca ll o f  th e  n a tio n a l 

m o v e m e n t  th e y  c a m e  o u t in to  p u b lic , a n d  to o k  th e ir  

p la c e  d a y  b y  d a y  as  v o lu n te e r  p ic k e ts  b e fo re  sh o p s  

s e l l in g  B r it is h  g o o d s . A s  th e  m en  w e re  s e n t  to  ja i l ,  

th e  w o m e n  a u to m a tic a lly  s te p p e d  in to  p o s it io n s  o f  

le a d e rs h ip ; a n d  b e fo re  th e  e n d  o f  1 9 3 0  th e  C o n ­

g r e s s  p a r ty  ‘ D ic t a t o r s ’ in  m a n y  o f  th e  In d ia n  c it ie s  

w e re  w o m e n . E v e r y w h e r e  Satyagraha m e a n t to  

In d ia n  w o m a n h o o d  a  p r ic e le s s  o p p o r tu n ity  fo r  

e m a n c ip a t io n ; a n d  i t  w a s  an  o p p o r tu n ity  e a g e r ly  

a c c e p te d , so  th a t  i t  h a s  b e en  w e ll sa id  th a t  M r .  ; 

G a n d h i, b y  h is  m o v e m e n t  fo r  p o lit ic a l fre e d o m , h a s  

g iv e n  th e  s ig n a l fo r  so c ia l e m a n c ip a tio n  a lso .

A n o t h e r  n o ta b le  fe a tu re  o f  Satyagraha w a s  th e 

h o ld in g  o f  im m e n se  p u b lic  d e m o n stra t io n s . A t  on e  

o f  th e se , in  B o m b a y , it  is  re c k o n e d  th at o n e  in  e v e ry  

th re e  o f  th e  a d u lt  m a le  p o p u la t io n  o f  th e  c ity  w e re  

p re se n t, p re p a re d  to  s u ffe r  w h a te v e r  m ig h t  c o m e  as 

th e  r e s u lt  o f  th e ir  d e fia n c e  o f  p o lic e  o rd e rs . In  th e 

ra n k s  o f  th e se  d e m o n stra t io n s  w e re  n u m b e rs  o f  th e  

c i t y ’ s b e st  c it iz e n s , le g is la to rs , e d u c a tio n a lis ts  a n d  1 

p ro fe ss io n a l m en  o f  a ll ty p e s . I t  is  im p o s s ib le  n o t to 

c o m p a re  su c h  g a th e r in g s  w ith  th o se  w h ic h  to o k  

p la c e  in  E n g la n d  d u r in g  th e  c r is is  o f  th e  R e fo r m  •

■ G° i x



*n I ^ 32 ' F o r  e x a m P^e> ®n M a y  o f  t p j  |  j 
y$ar-'C<rnon s t e r  m e e t in g  w a s  h e ld  o n  N e w h a ll  H i l l ,  

b u n  ig h a m , w h ic h  w a s  a tte n d e d  b y  tw o  h u n d re d  

th o u sa n d  p e o p le , w h o  ‘ so le m n ly  a n d  w ith  u p li f te d  

Kind: to o k  th e  v ie w  n e v e r  to  c e a se  fro m  a g ita t io n  

; th e  R e fo r m  B i l l  w e re  p a sse d , s a y in g  ‘w ith  

‘■ token fa ith , th r o u g h  e v e r y  p e r il  a n d  p r iv a t io n ,

; T'"'° h e re  d e v o te  o u rs e lv e s  to  o u r  c o u n tr y ’ s c a u s e . ’

: h< e ffe c t  o f  th e  h o ld in g  o f  s u c h  m e e t in g s  in  m a n y  

o f  E n g la n d  w a s  d e c is iv e . T h e  w ill  o f  th e  p e o p le , 

i,v ' ■ u n m is ta k a b ly  sh o w n , w a s  a c te d  u p o n  s p e e d i ly ;

:: B i l l  w a s  p a sse d .

11 In d ia  Satyagraha m e a n t  n o t  o n ly  g ig a n t ic  

d ie  m e e t in g s  a n d  p r o c e s s io n s : a n d  n o t o n ly  

u n a rm e d  c ro w d s  s ta n d in g  u p  u n f lin c h in g ly  to  p o lic e  

b e a tin g s , w ith  v e r y  n u m e ro u s  c a s u a lt ie s  in  co n se -

i .......... ; b u t  a lso  th e  im p r iso n m e n t  o f  h u g e  n u m b e rs

0 n a io n a lis ts . A t  o n e  t im e  th e re  w e re  m o re  th an  

l | , ; f ry • u sa n d  Satyagrahis in  j a i l ;  a n d  th e  c o rre sp o n -  

f o l an  E n g l i s h  n e w s p a p e r  in  B o m b a y  re p o rte d , 

le 1 9 3 0 ,  th a t ‘ In d ia n s  h e re  h a v e  g o t  to  th e  

‘ ot e l ig h t in g  to  g o  to  p r iso n  fo r  th e ir  c o n v ic -  

L 1 re s t  w a s  e a g e r ly  a n t ic ip a te d  a n d  w e lc o m e d

| 1 h o n o u r . In  m a n y  c o u n tr y  d is t r ic ts  th e

I  ’ ' ' ts b e c a m e  in fe c te d  w ith  th e  sa m e  s p ir it ,  to 

‘ e x te n t  o f  b e in g  w il l in g  to  see  th e ir  g o o d s  d is -  

* th e r  th an  p a y  th e ir  la n d -ta x .

1 b u s b y  d e g re e s  th e  s p ir it  o f  e a g e rn e s s  to  s u ffe r  

■ ough In d ia , c re a t in g  a s itu a tio n  in  w h ic h

y%\ SATTAGRAHA
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V A ^ y , T ca m e  im P o s s it>le fo r  th e  a lie n  g o v e r n m iiL : l o 
. c o n t in u e  to  fu n c t io n . A lm o s t  w ith o u t  b lo o d sh e d  an 

im m e n s e ly  s ig n if ic a n t  re v o lu t io n  w a s  b r o u g h t  ab o u t 

— a re v o lu t io n  w h ic h  m e a n t th e  s u c c e s s fu l c h a lle n g ­

in g  o f  th e  g re a te s t  im p e r ia l p o w e r  in  th e  w o r ld ’ s! 

h is t o r y ,i  an  im p e r ia l p o w e r  b u ttre s s e d  b y  a  sc ie n tifi­

c a lly -o rg a n is e d  sy ste m  o f  a d m in is tra t io n , b y  a  h ig h ly  

e ffic ie n t  a n d  p u b lic -s p ir ite d  b o d y  o f  o ffic ia ls , an d  

b y  an  a rm y  re c e n t ly  v ic to r io u s  in  th e  g re a te s t  o f  all 

w a rs . T h a t  im p e r ia l p o w e r  w a s  a ssa ile d  a n d  (h o w ­

e v e r  l it t le  w e  m a y  l ik e  to  a d m it  it) w o rs te d  b y  a 

m isc e lla n e o u s  c o lle c tio n  o f  c le rk s , p e a sa n ts  and 

w o m e n , u n tra in e d  to  c o n c e rte d  a c tio n  a n d  e x tre m e ly  

s k e tc h ily  o rg a n is e d . T h e i r  s u c c e ss  w a s  d u e  to  th e ir  

re a d in e ss  to  s u ffe r  anything fo r  th e  s a k e  o f  w h a t  th e y  

b e lie v e d  to  b e  r ig h t , in  d e fe n c e  o f  th e  p o o r  an d  
w e a k .

A f t e r  th e  s t r u g g le  w a s  o v e r  M r .  G a n d h i w ro te  
c o n c e rn in g  it  a s  fo l lo w s :

“ W e  c a n n o t w in  S w a ra j fo r  o u r  fa m is h in g  m illion :, 

b y  th e w a y  o f  th e  sw o rd . . . . T h e  w a y  o f  v io le n c e  

can  o n ly  le a d  to  p e rd it io n . D o  y o u  th in k  th a t a ll the 

w o m e n  a n d  c h ild re n  w h o  c o v e re d  th e m se lv e s  w ith  

g lo r y  d u r in g  th e  la s t  c a m p a ig n  w o u ld  h a v e  d o n e  so 

i f  w e  h a d  p u rsu e d  th e  p a th  o f  v io le n c e ?  W o u ld  

w o m e n  lik e  G a n g a b e h n , w h o  s to o d  th e  lathi b lo w s 

t ill  h e r  w h ite  sari w a s  d re n c h e d  w ith  b lo o d , h ave

! The Roman Empire, at its maximum, probably never contained more 
than one-fifth of the population of the modern British Empire.
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V d q r a lt^ b ^ b n iq u e  s e r v ic e  t h e y  d id  i f  w e  h a d  v i o l e * j ^ l ^ j  

1 i l ft a s £ ^ W e  w e r e  a b le  to  e n lis t  a s  s o ld ie r s  m ill io n s  o f  

m e n , w o m e n  a n d  c h ild re n  b e c a u s e  w e  w e r e  p le d g e d  

to  n o n -v io le n c e . A n g e r  c a n n o t  ta k e  u s  fo r w a r d . 

W e  n e e d  n o t  c o n s id e r  th e  E n g l is h m a n  a s  o u r  

e n e m ie s . I  h a v e  u s e d  Satyagraha a g a in s t  th e m , b u t  

 ̂ h a v e  n e v e r  t h o u g h t  o f  th e m  a s  e n e m ie s . I  want to 
 ̂ convert them, and the only way is the way of love” 1

M r .  G a n d h i w a s  c o n v in c e d , t h r o u g h o u t  th e  

s t r u g g le ,  th a t  i f  o n ly  th e  p r in c ip le  o f  N o n - V io le n c e  

^ c o u ld  b e  m a in ta in e d , s u c c e s s  w a s  a b s o lu te ly  c e r ta in .

“ N o t h in g  can  s ta n d  b e fo r e  th e  m a rc h  o f  a  p e a c e fu l,

\  o r d e r ly  a n d  G o d - fe a r in g  p e o p le .”  H e  e v e n  d e c la r e d  

on c e r ta in  o c c a s io n s , in  a  s o m e w h a t  a p o c a ly p t ic  

^ m a n n e r , th a t  i f  o n ly  a  v e r y  fe w  Satyagrahis g e n u in e ly  

b e lie v e d  in  a n d  p r a c t is e d  Satyagraha w ith  th e ir  w h o le  

h e a rts , v ic t o r y  fo r  th e ir  c a u s e  w a s  in e v ita b le . In  o th e r  

W ords, h e  w a s  p o s s e s s e d  b y  an  u n c o n q u e r a b le  fa ith  in  

th e  p o w e r  o f  s e lf-c h o s e n , n o n -r e ta lia t in g  s u f fe r in g  to  

t ig h t  w r o n g  a n d  to  e s ta b lis h  t ru th . H e  b e lie v e d  w ith  

h is  w h o le  so u l in  th e  p r in c ip le  o f  th e  C r o s s .

S o m e  d a y  p e rh a p s  th e  s o -c a lle d  C h r is t ia n s  o f  th e

W e s t  w ill  le a rn  a n e w  fr o m  th is  H in d u  th e  m e a n in g  
o

d1 1 From an article in Young India, April 2, 1931. In other writings of 
_ about the same time Mr. Gandhi speaks very plainly about the failure 

to restrain the spirit of violence, which he had noticed in some phases 
rc\ of the 1930-31 struggle. He spoke in a similar strain after the Bombay 

riots of 1921, which were indirectly due to the Non-Co-operation cam- 
c paign. At that time he severely blamed himself for the ‘Himalayan 

> blunder* of supposing that the masses could be rapidly trained in the 
I idealism of non-violent Satyagraha.
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th e  P o w e r ° f  th e  p r im a ry  fa c t  o f  th e iriU /a L ii: 

X'- ' r •• ''an d  w ill  learn  it, n ot as a d o g m a , b u t as a p ractica l ( 

w o r k in g  p rin c ip le , e m in e n tly  ca p a b le  o f  so lv in g  

m o d ern  p ro b le m s in th e m o d ern  w o rld . T h e n  th e re l  

w ill  a rise  a  b a n d  o f  C ro ss-b e a re rs  an d  Cross-lovers 
w h o  w ill  be as s in c e re  as  the In d ia n  Satyagrahis havej 
b een  in  th e ir  o p p o sitio n  to w ro n g , an d  w h o  w ill 

th e re fo re  b e  a b le  to dea l d ire c t ly  an d  v ic to rio u s  

w ith  th o se  g ig a n t ic  p ro b le m s, e sp e c ia lly  th e p ro b ­

lem s o f  in tern a tio n a l il l-w ill, h a tred  an d  w a rfa re , 

w h ic h  at p resen t baffle  the sk ill o f  the b est lead er 

w h o m  th e W e s t  can p ro d u ce .

T h e  g is t  o f  th e  w h o le  m atte r is  s in c e r ity  and 

c o u ra g e  in  o p p o sitio n  to w ro n g  an d  in  assertio n  ot 

tru th . T h e  n am e Satyagraha— m oral d e te rm in a tio  

in  th e  d e fe n c e  o f  T r u t h — h as been  w e ll ch o sen . 
W ith o u t  th is  in te n se  eth ica l s in c e r ity  th ere  w ill be 

t im id ity  an d  d o d g in g  in  fa ce  o f  the su ffe r in g  w hich  

is  th e  o n ly  m ean s o f  e s ta b lish in g  T r u th , the o n ly  

m eth o d  o f  b e a r in g  th e C ro ss . G iv e n  su ch  s in cerity ; 

a ll th in g s  a re  p o ss ib le .
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THE GENESIS OF SATYAGRAHA

I t  is  im p o rta n t  to  re a lis e  th a t Satyagraha is  e sse n ­

t ia lly  a  c o rp o ra te  e n te rp r is e , to  b e  u n d e r ta k e n  b y  

a  g r o u p  o f  p e o p le  u n ite d  n o t  o n ly  in  p u rp o s e  a n d  

id e a lism , b u t  b y  th e  p ra c t ic e  o f  a  c o m m o n  l i fe  a n d  

th e  s h a r in g  o f  a  co m m o n  d is c ip lin e .

I t  w a s  d u r in g  h is  tw e n ty  y e a r s ’ r e s id e n c e  in  S o u th  

A f r ic a  th a t M r .  G a n d h i m a d e  h is  f ir s t  e x p e r im e n ts  

in  Satyagraha. H e  th u s  g a in e d  in v a lu a b le  e x p e r ie n c e , 

w h ic h  h e  la te r  p u t  to  u se  in  th e  fa r  la r g e r  m o v e m e n ts  

o f  Satyagraha in  In d ia . T h e  la b o ra to r ie s  a t  w h ic h  

th e se  e x p e r im e n ts  w e re  d e v e lo p e d  w e r e  h is  tw o  

c o m m u n ity -s e tt le m e n ts , o r  Ashramas, in  w h ic h  h is 

id e a s  to o k  fo rm  a n d  b e c a m e  p o w e r fu l. T h e  firs t  o f  

th e se  w a s  n e a r  Jo h a n n e s b u r g ,  a n d  th e  se c o n d  n e a r  

D u r b a n . T h e i r  s ig n if ic a n c e  as  la b o ra to r ie s  fo r  th e  

p e r fe c t in g  o f  a  te c h n iq u e , a n d  la te r  as  p o w e r-h o u se s  

in  th e  s tre ss  o f  a c tu a l p a s s iv e  re s is ta n c e , m a y  b e  

s tu d ie d  in  M r .  G a n d h i ’ s o w n  b o o k , Satyagraha in 
South Africa. S h o r t ly  a fte r  h is  re tu rn  to  In d ia , in  

1 9 1 5 ,  h e  se t to  w o r k  to  b u ild  u p  a  s im ila r  c o m ­

m u n ity -s e tt le m e n t, n e a r  A h m e d a b a d  in  G u je r a t ,  

w h ic h  m ig h t  a c t  as la b o ra to ry  a n d  p o w e r-h o u se  fo r  

p o s s ib le  In d ia n  m o v e m e n ts  o f  a  s im ila r  c h a ra c te r  to  

th o se  w h ic h  h a d  p ro v e d  so  s u c c e s s fu l  in  S o u th  A f r ic a .



1 ’  y F r a n  th a t  t im e  o n  th e  Satyagraha 
X ^ ^ S t ^ i - b a r m a t i ,  A h m e d a b a d , h a s  b e en  in c r e a s in g ly  " t p  

^ p o rta n t  in  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  In d ia n  n a tio n a lism . 

I t  h as p ro v id e d  M r .  G a n d h i h im s e lf  w ith  th e  

p e rso n a l b a c k in g  o f  a  g r o u p  o f  lo y a l a n d  e n th u s ia stic  

fr ie n d s , w h o  a re  re a d y  a n d  e a g e r  to  fo llo w  h im  to  

a n y  s e lf- s a c r if ic e  on  b e h a l f  o f  th e  e n d s w h ic h  th e y  

a n d  h e  h o ld  in  c o m m o n . I t  h a s g iv e n  h im  th e  

s p ir itu a l s u p p o r t , fo u n d e d  o n  a  jo in t  p ra c t ic e  o f  

r e lig io n , w h ic h  h e  r e g a r d s  as a  m o st  im p o rta n t  

fa c to r  in  a n y  m o v e m e n t  o f  Satyagraha th a t  is to 

b e  g e n u in e ly  s u c c e s s fu l. I t  h a s  p ro v id e d  a lso  a 

c o n g e n ia l a n d  fa v o u ra b le  e n v iro n m e n t  in  w h ic li  

th e  id e a ls  o f  th e  m o v e m e n t  a n d  th e ir  a p p lic a tio n  

in  m a n y  s p h e re s  m a y  b e  t h o r o u g h ly  th o u g h t  o u t 

a n d  te ste d .

T h e  l ife  o f  th e  Ashrama is  c o n d u c te d  on  a  b a s is  

o f  sp a r ta n  s im p lic ity . E v e r y  o n e  o f  its  in m a te s  m ust 

ta k e  h is  sh a re  in  th e  ‘ m e n ia l ’ w o r k  o f  th e  c o m ­

m u n it y :  a n d  a ll  b a r r ie r s  o f  caste  a re  e ffe c t iv e ly  

b ro k e n  b y  th e  fa c t  th a t th is  m e n ia l w o r k  in c lu d e s  

th e  d u ty  o f  th e  s c a v e n g e r . M a n y  h o u rs  a  d a y  a re  

d e v o te d  to  m a n u a l la b o u r , c h ie fly  in  th e  fo rm  

h a n d -s p in n in g ; a n d  th is  la b o u r  is re g a rd e d  

sa c ra m e n ta l a g e n c y , b y  w h ic h  th e  Satyagrahis a re  

u n ited  to  th e  to ilin g  a n d  s u f fe r in g  m illio n s  o f  their 

p o v e rty -s tr ic k e n  fe llo w -c o u n try m e n . T h e  com m a ui 

l i fe  is o rg a n is e d  on  a  b a sis  o f  r ig o r o u s  d is c ip lin e , 

e v e n  o f  a sc e tic ism , a n d  w ith  a  s p ir itu a l  m< a
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• ri&SSring’ th r o u g h  it , so  th a t  th e  SatvagrahisiM il i 
atid- a l l ' f e e l  th a t  th e y  a re  e n g a g e d  o n  a  p r o fo u n d ly  

s ig n if ic a n t  a n d  im p o rta n t  ta s k , th e  g a th e r in g  o f  

th e  s p ir itu a l  p o w e r  w h ic h  sh a ll  m a k e  th e  id e a lis m  

o f  th e ir  m o v e m e n t  p r a c t ic a l ly  e f fe c t iv e  as  a  r e v o lu ­

t io n a r y  fo rc e .

T h e  Ashrama fo r m s  a  m ic ro c o sm  o f  th e  n e w  

In d ia — a la n d  w h e re , in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  th e  a n c ie n t  

te a c h in g  o f  th e  Gita, se lfish  d e s ire  a n d  p e rs o n a l 

a m b it io n  sh a ll  b e  b a n is h e d , a  la n d  o f  h a rd  w o r k  

o r g a n is e d  fo r  th e  s a k e  o f  th e  c o m m u n ity  r a th e r  th a n  

o f  in d iv id u a ls ,  a  la n d  w h e re  w a n ts  a re  r ig o r o u s ly  

k e p t  d o w n  a n d  s p ir itu a l  v a lu e s  a re  se t  in  th e  fo r e ­

fro n t , a  la n d  w h e re  b a r r ie r s  o f  c re e d , ra c e  a n d  c a ste  

a re  t ra n s c e n d e d  b y  th e  s p ir it  o f  s e rv ic e . S o m e  d a y , 

it  is  b e lie v e d , th e  w h o le  o f  In d ia  sh a ll b e  a  fe d e ra tio n  

o f  s u c h  c o m m u n it ie s , in s p ire d  b y  th is  sa m e  s p ir it ,  

a n d  c a r r y in g  th e  id e a  o f  Satyagraha in to  a ll th e  

re la t io n s  o f  l ife .

I t  w a s  in  c o m m u n it ie s  o f  th is  ty p e  th a t  M r .  

G a n d h i d e v e lo p e d  h is  te c h n iq u e  o f  Satyagraha 
d u r in g  th e  y e a r s  w h ic h  h e  s p e n t  in  S o u th  A f r ic a .  

F r o m  s u c h  c o m m u n it ie s  w e n t  fo r th  th e  b a n d  o f  

le a d e rs  w h o  c a r r ie d  th r o u g h  to  s u c c e s s  th e  r e m a r k ­

a b le  m o v e m e n t  o f  1 9 1 3 ,  b y  w h ic h  th e  se lf-c h o se n  

s u f fe r in g  o f  so m e  tw o  th o u sa n d  In d ia n s , c h ie fly  

la b o u re rs , p ro te s t in g  a g a in s t  in v id io u s  a n d  o p p re s ­

s iv e  le g is la t io n  w a s  e v e n tu a lly  e ffe c t iv e  in  b r in g in g  

a b o u t  th e  re p e a l o f  th a t  le g is la t io n . In  th e  c o u rs e

GENESIS OF SATYAGRAHA fryt



l". V, ^  th a t s t r u g g le , th e  m a in  fe a tu re  o f  w h ic h V fy  I a, 
fro m  N a ta l  in to  th e  T r a n s v a a l ,  M r .  G a n  m il 

h im s e l f  w a s  re s p o n s ib le  fo r  th e  c o m m issa r ia t  o f  th e  

Satyagrahis, a n d  fo u n d  it  n e e d fu l to  d o  m u c h  o f  

th e  c o o k in g  fo r  th e m  w ith  h is  o w n  h a n d s  a n d  th is  

a fte r  m a n y  h o u rs  ea ch  d a y  o f  h a rd  m a rc h in g . E v e n  

in  1 9 3 0 ,  w h e n  h e  w a s  o v e r  s ix t y  y e a rs  o f  a g e , on  

th e  o cc a s io n  o f  th e  co n c lu s io n  o f  th e  s e ttle m e n t 

w ith  L o r d  Ir w in , th e  M a h a t m a  re fu s e d  to  b e  ta k e n  

b a c k  to  O ld  D e lh i  b y  c a r , th o u g h  it  w a s  n e a r ly  

m id n ig h t , b u t  in s iste d  on  w a lk in g  th e  se v e n  m ile s  

on  fo o t : a n d  th is  a lth o u g h  h is  d ie t  c o n sists  o f  g o a t ’ s 

m ilk  a n d  a lm o n d  p a ste .

T h e  s p ir it  in  w h ic h  th e  in it ia l m o v e m e n t o f  Satya- 
graha w a s  la u n c h e d  m a y  b e  g a u g e d  fro m  th e  

fo l lo w in g  p r in c ip le s  la id  d o w n  b y  its  le a d e r :

Truth is ever with the minority; for truth itself is cor­
rupted in the hands of a majority.

Movements do not fail for lack of funds, but because they 
have too much.

All institutions run on the interest of accumulated capital 
cease to be amenable to public opinion and becom 
autocratic and self-righteous.

A Satyagraha bids good-bye to fear; he is therefore neve 
afraid of trusting his opponent, even if that opponen . 
has twenty times deceived him.

The Fruit of Satyagraha is contained in the move­
ment itself (i.e. quite irrespective of its success or 
failure).
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■ Goi x

’ R e jo ice  at the thought o f  approaching death as 
^ ■ ^ S o S p e c t  o f  m eeting a long-lost friend.

In  Satyagraha there are no leaders and no fo llow ers: all 

are leaders and a ll are followers.
Y o u  must count the cost o f  Satyagraha before entering 

upon it : and be prepared for an y  sacrifice.
A  Satyagrahi must be entirely single-m inded.
Satyagraha must have a lim ited ob jective, and rigorously 

concentrate its attention upon it.
A  Satyagrahi must take a m an at his ow n valuation, even 

at the alm ost certain risk o f  being deceived.

A  subscription o f  five rupees to the m ovem ent is m ore than 
one o f  tw enty-five rupees i f  it is a ll that the g iver can 

afford.
A  m ovem ent o f  Satyagraha can be carried on w ithout 

m aterial resources.
T h e  Satyagraha struggle itse lf is v ictory  in itself.
A  Satyagrahi’s peacefulness and self-restraint constitute 

his preparation for w a r : he relies upon G od  as his 

sole refuge.
T h e  courteous behaviour o f  Satyagrahis calls forth courtesy 

in return from  the officials w hom  they are compelled 

to oppose.
T h e  w orld rests upon the bedrock o f  T r u t h : Satyagraha 

must pierce down to that foundation.
I f  anyone wants peace, he must seek it w ithin  him self.

H o w  can you k ill the Satyagrahi, w ho is voluntarily dead ?
V ic to ry  is im plicit in our tw o qualities o f  non-violence 

and determ ination.
Distrust is a sign o f  weakness, and Satyagraha implies the 

banishm ent o f  all weakness and therefore o f  distrust, 
w hich is c learly  out o f  place w hen the adversary is not 

to be destroyed but w on over.
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/ i t W u l  T H E  CROSS M O V E S E A S T  ( A  T

y \ T ® s ^ e x t r a c t s ,  w h ic h  a re  fo r  th e  m o st  p a r t

i n M r .  G a n d h i ’ s  o w n  w o r d s ,1 w ill  s e r v e  to  o u tlin e  

th e  id e a lis m  o f  h is  m o v e m e n t  in  its  in it ia l s ta g e s . 

T h a t  id e a lis m  h a s  re m a in e d  e s s e n t ia lly  th e  sa m e  

in  a ll  s u b s e q u e n t  d e v e lo p m e n ts  o f  m e th o d  a n d  

te c h n iq u e . A  b r ie f  s t u d y  o f  th e  p r in c ip le s  h e re  

la id  d o w n  w ill  s h o w  h o w  d e e p ly  th e  c o n c e p t io n s  

b e h in d  Satyagraha a re  p e rm e a te d  b y  th e  s p ir it  an d  

id e a ls  o f  th e  S e rm o n  on  th e  M o u n t .

T h e  g e n e r a l  s p ir i t  o f  S o u th  A f r ic a n  Satyagraha 
m a y  b e  se e n  fr o m  M r .  G a n d h i ’ s e x p re s s io n  o f  

b e lie f ,  a fte r  th e  s t r u g g le  h a d  p r o v e d  s u c c e s s fu l, 

th a t  ‘ a  c o n t in u a n c e  o f  th e  g e n e r o u s  s p ir i t  w h ic h  

th e  G o v e r n m e n t  h a v e  a p p lie d  to  th e  t r e a tm e r  o f  

th e  p ro b le m  d u r in g  th e  p a s t  fe w  m o n th s  w ill  m a k e  

it  q u ite  c e rta in  th a t  th e  In d ia n  c o m m u n ity  w i l l  

n e v e r  b e  a s o u rc e  o f  t ro u b le  to  th e  G o v e r n m e n t . ’

S o u th  A f r ic a n  Satyagraha h a d  re p e rc u s s io n s  fa ;' 

b e y o n d  th e  l im its  o f  S o u th  A f r i c a  it s e lf . T h e  n e w s  

o f  th e  v a r io u s  d e m o n s tra t io n s  o f  In d ia n  o p in io n , 

fo l lo w in g  b y  th e  ‘ t r e k , ’ b y  th e  im p riso n m e n  o f  

h u n d re d s  o f  Satyagrahis a n d  b y  o th e r  su ffer:, s , 

c a u s e d  im m e n se  e x c ite m e n t  in  In d ia . G r e a t  pt 

m e e t in g s  w e r e  h e ld  a ll o v e r  th e  c o u n try , a d d re  ,.ted 

b y  th e  fo re m o s t  le a d e rs  o f  In d ia n  p u b lic  o p in io n . 

T h e  w r it e r  o f  th e se  w o rd s  w ill  n e v e r  fo r g e t  th e  

im p re s s io n  p ro d u c e d  u p o n  h im  a t  o n e  o f  t' csc

« In his Saiyagraha in South A frica .



* m e e t in g s , h e ld  in  D e lh i  a n d  a d d re sse d  b y  J
g re a te s t  sta te sm a n  o f  m o d e rn  In d ia , M r .  G .  H .  

G o k h a le . A s  th e  re su lt  o f  th e  m o v e m e n t w h ic h  

fo u n d  e x p re ss io n  in  th is  m e e tin g , on e  o f  th e  b e st-  

k n o w n  E u ro p e a n  m iss io n a rie s  in  D e lh i g a v e  th e  

w h o le  o f  h is  l i fe ’ s sa v in g s  to  h e lp  th e  In d ia n  cau se  

in  S o u th  A fr ic a .  A  lit t le  la te r  th e  V ic e ro y , L o r d  

H a r d in g e ,  p la c e d  h im s e lf  a t  th e  h e a d  o f  In d ia n  

o p in io n  b y  a  re m a rk a b le  sp e e ch  at M a d r a s , in  

w h ic h  h e d e m a n d e d  a C o m m iss io n  o f  In q u ir y . T h e  

re su lt  w a s  th e h u rr ie d  in te rv e n tio n  o f  th e  Im p e ria l 

A u th o r it ie s , th e  d is c h a rg e  fro m  p riso n  o f  th e  In d ia n  

le a d e rs  an d  th e  ac c e p ta n c e  in  th e  m ain  o f  th e ir  

p o in t o f  v ie w . T h e n  cam e th e  m issio n  o f  re c o n ­

c ilia tio n  u n d e rta k e n  in S o u th  A f r ic a  b y  M e s s r s .

)C . F .  A n d r e w s  a n d  W . W . P e a rso n . A  E u ro p e a n  

s tr ik e  h a m p e re d  th e  U n io n  G o v e rn m e n t  ju s t  w h e n  

th e  In d ia n  s itu atio n  w a s  m o st  d if f ic u lt ; b u t M r .  

G a n d h i, as h e  h a d  a lre a d y  d o n e  on a  s im ila r  o c c a ­

s io n , u n d e rto o k  n o t to  a d d  to  th e G o v e rn m e n t  s 

e m b a rra ssm e n ts  w h ils t  th e  s tr ik e  w as  in  p r o g r e s s ; 

a n d  th e  im p re ss io n  crea ted  b y  th is  act o f  c o u rte sy  

w as  so  g re a t  th at “ an  e n t ire ly  n e w  s p ir it  o f  fr ie n d ­

lin e ss , tru st  an d  c o -o p era tio n  w a s  fo u n d  to  h a v e  been  

cre a te d  b y  th e  g re a t  In d ia n  le a d e r .” 1
A f t e r  th e  S o u th  A fr ic a n  s t r u g g le  h a d  been  

b ro u g h t  to  a  su c c e ss fu l co n c lu sio n , M r .  G a n d h i 

le ft  th at c o u n try , h a v in g  p ro v e d  th a t p o litica l en d s 

■ H. S. L. Polak in Speeches and W ritings o f M . K . Gandhi.
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b e a c h ie v e d , a n d  ju s t ic e  se c u re d , b y  

tiican s o f  n o n -v io le n t  Satyagraha. “ P a s s iv e  R e s is ­

ta n c e  h a s g iv e n  fo r  th ese  d is fra n c h ise d  o n es fa r  

m o re  th an  th e  v o te  c o u ld  h a v e  w o n , a n d  in  a  shorten  

t im e . B u t  a b o v e  a n d  b e y o n d  a ll th is  is th e  n e w  

s p ir it  o f  co n c ilia tio n  th a t h a s re su lte d  fro m  th e  

h a rd sh ip s , th e  s u ffe r in g s , th e  sa c r ific e s  o f  th e  

p a ss iv e  r e s is te r s .” 1
In  th e  S o u th  A fr ic a n  s t r u g g le , w h ic h  w a s  

d e sc r ib e d  b y  th e  L o n d o n  Times as ‘ on e  o f  th e  m o st 

re m a rk a b le  m a n ife sta tio n s  in  h is to ry  o f  th e  s p ir it  

o f  P a s s iv e  R e s is ta n c e , ’ M r .  G a n d h i sh o w e d  a d is ­

p o s itio n  to  ‘ g o  th e  se co n d  m ile ’ w ith  th o se  to  w h o m  } 

h e  w as p o lit ic a lly  o p p o se d , e sp e c ia lly  in  c o n n e c tio n  • 

w ith  th e  tw o  E u r o p e a n  s tr ik e s . T h is  s p ir it  h a s not 

p e rh a p s  b een  so  m a rk e d  d u r in g  th e  la te r  b ig -s c a le  

c a m p a ig n s  o f  Satyagraha in  In d ia . I t s  a b se n c e  m a y  

a c c o u n t fo r  th o se  fa ilu re s  o f  th e  m a sse s  to  c o m ­

p re h e n d  a n d  l iv e  u p  to  th e id e a lism  o f  n o n -vio l t\ ice 

w h ic h  M r .  G a n d h i h im s e lf  h a s so  d e e p ly  dei lo re d . 

F o r  th is  a n d  o th e r  rea so n s th e  S o u th  A fr ic a n  s t r u g g le  | 

s ta n d s o u t  as p ro b a b ly  th e p u re st  an d  m o s ' d is ­

t in c tiv e  m o v e m e n t o f  P a s s iv e  R e s is ta n c e  in re< cu t 

t im e s . I ts  re c o rd s  m u st  b e  s tu d ie d  fo r  th e m se lv e s , 

in  M r .  G a n d h i ’s  Satyagraha in South Africa o r in  

M r .  C . F .  A n d r e w s ’ Mahatma Gandhi: H i Oven 
Story. T h e y  d isc lo se  th e  e m e rg e n c e  in to  effe  ive  

o p e ra tio n  o f  a  ‘ m o ra l e q u iv a le n t  fo r  w a r ’ h cse

1 H. S. L. Polak in i f  etches and Writings o f M . K . G and ,

(if m̂ 8 \ |\ THE CROSS MOVES EAST I n r



I XSS* ' ° % x

\hllti| y  J  j ig n i f ic a n c e  fo r  th e  w e l l- b e in g  o f  m a n V a d l  

:t  .w o u ld  b e  h a rd  to  e x a g g e r a t e .  T h e y  s h o w  I W .  y 

i  G a t v S n  as  th e  p io n e e r  in  a n  im m e n s e ly - s ig n if ic a n t  

e n te r p r is e  o f  d is c o v e r y , w h e r e b y  s p ir itu a l  fo rc e s  

m a y  b e  y o k e d  to  s e v e r e ly  p ra c t ic a l  e n d s . T h e y  

p o w e r fu l ly  s u g g e s t ,  a ls o , to  th e  re a d e r  s  m in d  th e  

n e c e s s ity  fo r  in d u s t r io u s  p re p a ra t io n  o n  th e  p a r t  

o f  th e  id e a lis t s  o f  th e  n e w  o r d e r , i f  th e  o ld  o rd e r  

o f  fo r c e  is to  b e  s u p e r s e d e d . I f  p e a c e  is  to  h a v e  

‘ h victs r ie s  n o  le ss  th a n  w a r , ’ th o se  v ic to r ie s  m u s t  

b e  p la n n e d  a n d  p r e p a re d  fo r  as  c a r e fu lly  a n d  

p a t ie n t ly  as  th o se  o f  w a r .  A  m e r e ly  im p r o m p tu  

e x p e r im e n t in g  in  m e th o d s  o f  P a s s iv e  R e s is ta n c e  ca n  

n e v e r  s u ff ic e . M r .  G a n d h i ’ s tw e n ty  y e a r s  o f  p a tie n t  

s p a d e w o r k  a m o n g s t  th e  ‘ s t in k in g  c o o lie s  (as th e y  

w e r e  c a lle d )  in  S o u th  A f r i c a  s h o w  th e  n e c e s s ity  

o f  t h o u g h t  a n d  w o r k  fa r  a h e a d  i f  a  p r o g r a m m e  

i f  <$ ■ /raha is  to  b e  r ig h t ly  c a r r ie d  th r o u g h

a h  t d e g ra d a t io n  to w a rd s  v io le n c e . T h e  la c k  

l o f  s u c h  th o r o u g h  p re p a ra t io n , a n d  th e  im m e n s e  

in  n b e rs  in v o lv e d , a re  p r o b a b ly  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  th e  

a b se n c e  o f  a  s im ila r  p u r it y  o f  m o t iv e  a n d  a c t io n  

ib s e q u e n t  In d ia n  m o v e m e n ts . N o  g r e a t  

'v e m c n t  o f  ‘ c o rp o ra te  m o ra l re s is ta n c e  ca n  b e  

; * T /  d e v e lo p e d , o r g a n is e d  a n d  la u n c h e d  w ith ­

ou t e x h a u s t iv e  p r e p a ra t io n . M e r e l y  to  t r u s t  to  a 

on w ave o f  p o p u la r  e m o tio n  is to  c o u rt  fa i lu r e  

: t th e  v e r y  o u ts e t . . . . W h e n  w e  c o n s id e r , e v e n  

fo r  a  m o m e n t, th e  v a s t  a n d  d e ta ile d  p re p a ra t io n s
i
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T H E  C R 0 S S  M 0 V E S  E A S T  f o T
V p ^ it / a j/ e  m a d e  fo r  a  s t r u g g le  o f  v io le n c e  s j r o j^ a j  

y a  . w a r , a n d  h o w  m il i t a r y  t r a in in g  o c c u p ie s  m a n y  

y e a r s  o f  a  m a n ’s  l i fe t im e  a n d  w ith  la r g e  n u m b e rs  

b e c o m e s  a l i fe -p r o fe s s io n , it  s h o u ld  b e  a b u n d a n t ly  

c le a r  th a t  th e  m o ra l e f fe c t  n e e d e d  to  s u p p la n t  

w a r  c a n n o t  b e  m a d e  in  a n  im p r o m p tu  m a n n e r . 

‘ C o r p o r a te  m o ra l re s is ta n c e ’ n e e d s  a ll  th e  c a re  

a n d  fo r e t h o u g h t  o f  an  e a rn e stn e s s  n o  le ss  w h o le ­

h e a r te d  th a n  th a t  w h ic h  is  g iv e n  to  w o r ld -w id e  

m ilit a r y  e n d e a v o u r . In  th is  r e s p e c t  C h r i s t ’ s w o r d s  

a re  s t il l  t r u e :  ‘ T h e  c h ild re n  o f  th is  w o r ld  a re  

w is e r  in  th e ir  g e n e r a t io n  th a n  th e  c h ild re n  o f  

l i g h t . ’ ” 1 _ _ I

T h e  s u c c e s s  o f  th e  m o v e m e n t  in  S o u th  A f r i c a  > 

c o n v in c e d  M r .  G a n d h i th a t  h e re , r e a d y  to  h is  h a n d , 

w a s  an  in s tru m e n t  w h ic h  m ig h t  b e  e m p lo y e d , i f  

n e e d  w e re  to  a r is e , o n  a n  e v e n  w id e r  s ta g e . S o o n  

a fte r  h is  re tu rn  to  In d ia , in  1 9 1 5 ' ,  h e  b e g a n  to  

b e lie v e  th a t  th e re  w e re  n e e d s  in  th a t  c o u n tr y  s u ffi­

c ie n t ly  p r e s s in g  to  r e n d e r  n o t  o n ly  ju s t i f ia b le  b u t  

n e c e s s a r y  th e  u s e  o f  th e  n e w ly -p e r fe c te d  w e a p o n , 

in  I n d ia  a lso . A c c o r d in g ly  th e  Satyagraha Ashrama 
a t  A h m e d a b a d  w a s  o r g a n is e d , to  b e c o m e  a  t ra in in g -  

g r o u n d  fo r  a  b a n d  o f  s ta lw a r ts  a c q u a in te d  fro m  

w ith in  w ith  th e  id e a ls  o f  Satyagraha, a n d  w ith  M r .  

G a n d h i ’s  m e th o d s  o f  a p p ly in g  th o se  id e a ls . T h e  

d a y  m ig h t  c o m e  w h e n  th e  Satyagrahis th u s  tra in e d  

m ig h t  fin d  th e m s e lv e s  c a lle d  u p o n  to  a c t  a s  th e ,

* C. F. Andrew., M ahatma G andhi's Ideas, p. 348.
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th e  th o u g h t  a n d  p ra c tic e  o f  Satyagr^M l^J 
In d ia .

In  th e  y e a rs  b e tw e e n  1 9 1 5  a n d  1 9 2 2  Satyagraha 
w a s t r ie d  o u t  in  se v e n  c a m p a ig n s ,1 r a n g in g  fro m  

‘ m ail lo ca l s t r u g g le s  to  a  f ir s t-g ra d e  n atio n a l m o v e ­

m e n t. In  th e  firs t  o f  th e se  c a m p a ig n s , th a t c o n ­

ce rn e d  w ith  th e  V ir a m g a n  c u sto m s b a rr ie r , th e  

m e re  s u g g e s t io n  th a t Satyagraha m ig h t  b e  u se d  

w as su ffic ie n t. In  th e  se c o n d , th e  im p o rta n t  m o v e ­

m e n t w h ic h  led  to  th e  e n d in g  o f  th e  sy s te m  o f  

in d e n tu re , n o t  o n ly  w a s  th e  u se  o f  Satyagraha 
s u g g e s te d , b u t  p re p a ra tio n s  w e re  m a d e  fo r  a c tu a lly  

; s ta r t in g  it . A s  a  re su lt , a  sy s te m  w h ic h  h a d  in  so m e  

re sp e c ts  p ro lo n g e d  th e  in stitu tio n  o f  s la v e r y  fo r  

e ig h ty  y e a rs  w a s  a t  la s t  b ro u g h t  to  an  e n d . In  th e  

th ird , th e  C h a m p a ra n  q u e st io n , Satyagraha w a s  

a c tu a lly  p u t  in to  p ra c tic e  fo r  a  sh o rt  t im e . In  th e 

fo u rth , a  m ill- s tr ik e  a t  A h m e d a b a d , in  w h ic h  M r .  

G a n d h i h a d  c o n v in c e d  h im s e lf  o f  th e  ju s t ic e  o f  

th e  la b o u re rs ’ c la im s, n o t  o n ly  d id  th e  m ill-h a n d s  

p ra c tise  Satyagraha, b u t  M r .  G a n d h i d id  so  h im s e lf  

a lso , in  o rd e r  to  su sta in  th e m  in  th e ir  d e te rm in a tio n .

Iu  th e  fifth , th e  q u e st io n  o f  th e  re a sse ssm e n t o f  th e  

a x  in  th e  K h a ir a  d is t r ic t , th e  p ra c tic e  o f  

Satyagraha b y  th e  p e a sa n ts  w a s  n o t w h o lly  sa t is -  

fa c to ry , as ‘ th e ir  n o n -v io le n c e  w a s  o n ly  s u p e r f ic ia l . ’ 

h h e  s ix th , th e  c a m p a ig n  o f  1 9 1 9 ,  w a s  d ire c te d

1 iJcinUi.'Yon erning these may be found in C. F. Andrews’ M ahatm a
Gan iki’s Ideas.
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X v v ^ a m s t  th e  d e te s te d  R o w la t t  A c t s .  T h e s e  A c T ? 4 e i^  

in tro d u c e d , t h r o u g h  a  b lu n d e r  w o r s e  th a n  a  c r im e , 

a t  a  m o m e n t  d is a s t r o u s ly  il l-c h o s e n , w ith  th e  r e s u lt  

th a t  In d ia  fe lt  h e r s e l f  to  b e  r e w a r d e d  fo r  h e r  s e r v ic e s  ' 

in  th e  W a r  b y  th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t  o f  m e th o d s  o f  

s u m m a r y  ju r is d ic t io n  to  c o m b a t  b r ig a n d a g e . T h e  

firs t  in s t itu t io n  o f  m a s s -Satyagraha o n  th is  o c c a s io n  

le d  to  v e r y  s e r io u s  d is o r d e r s  in  N o r th e r n  In d ia . A s  

a  r e s u lt  M r .  G a n d h i h a d  to  c o n fe s s  th a t  h e  h a d  

m a d e  th e  ‘ H im a la y a n  b lu n d e r ’ o f  c o n s id e r in g  th a t  ; 

th e  c o m m o n  p e o p le  w e r e  as  y e t  s u ff ic ie n t ly  t ra in e d  

in  th e  id e a lis m  o f  h is  m o v e m e n t  to  r e n d e r  it  s a fe  

fo r  th e ir  le a d e rs  to  e n tru s t  th e  w e a p o n  o f  Satyagraha 
to  th e m . In  th e  s e v e n th  c a m p a ig n , th e  N o n - C o ­

o p e ra tio n  m o v e m e n t  o f  1 9 2 0 - 2 2 ,  w h ic h  s p r e a d  

r a p id ly  a ll o v e r  In d ia , a lth o u g h  an  e x tr a o r d in a r y  

d e g r e e  o f  d is c ip lin e  w a s  s h o w n  b y  th e  In d ia n  

m a s s e s  as  a  w h o le , v io le n c e  b r o k e  o u t  in  c e rta in  

lo c a lit ie s , w ith  th e  re s u lt  th a t  M r .  G a n d h i c a lle d  

th e  m o v e m e n t  o f f  j u s t  as  it  w a s  c o m in g  to  a  h e a d .

T h e s e  s e v e n  c a m p a ig n s  w e r e  a ll  in  a  se n se  p re ­

p a r a to r y  a n d  e x p e r im e n ta l .  T h e y  w e r e  a ls o  to  so m e  

e x te n t  a t  le a s t  u n s a t is fa c to r y , in a s m u c h  as  Satya­
graha, w h e n e v e r  t r ie d  o n  a  b ig  sc a le  in  In d ia , h a d  

b ro k e n  d o w n  th r o u g h  la c k  o f  d is c ip lin e  a m o n g s t  

th e  m a s s e s , le a d in g  to  o u tb r e a k s  o f  v io le n c e .

T h e r e  fo llo w e d  s ix  y e a r s  o f  c o m p a ra t iv e  p o lit ic a l 

q u ie s c e n c e , d u r in g  w h ic h  Satyagraha w a s  a p p lie d
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V'^hJ|§tw\rO Ter o f  o c c a s io n s  to  th e  so lu tio n  o f  s o q ^ ^ L j  

an d  e c o n o m ic  p ro b le m s , w ith  th e re s u lt  th a t m o st 

v a lu a b le  e x p e r ie n c e  w a s  g a in e d , a n d  im p o rta n t  e d u ­

catio n al w o r k  c a rr ie d  th ro u g h , b y  m ea n s o f  w h ic h  

th e  c o u n try  b e c a m e  m o re  a n d  m o re  th o ro u g h ly  

j tra in ed  in  th e  id e a lism  o f  th e  m o v e m e n t.

It  w ill  b e  o f  a d v a n ta g e  to  c o n s id e r  b r ie f ly  tw o  

o r th ree  o f  th e se  n o n -p o lit ic a l c a m p a ig n s  o f  Satya- 
! graha.

O n e  o f  th e  m o st  in te re s t in g  w a s  th e  V y k o m  

i c a m p a ig n . A t  th is  to w n  in  th e  S ta te  o f  T r a v a n c o r e  

th e  U n to u c h a b le s , w h o  h a v e  t ra d it io n a lly  b een  

• d en ied  th e  r ig h ts  o f  h u m a n  b e in g s  w ith in  th e  H in d u  

b o d y -p o lit ic , b u t  w h o  h a v e  fo u n d  in  M r .  G a n d h i 

a s ta lw a rt  d e fe n d e r  o f  th e ir  r ig h ts  to  e m a n c ip a tio n , 

reso lve  1 to m a k e  a test-case  o f  th e  fa c t  th at th e y  

v.'ere fo rb id d e n  b y  th e  h ig h e r  ca ste s  to  u se  a certa in  

s tre e t le a d in g  to  a  te m p le . A l l  o v e r  S o u th  In d ia  

strects  a lo n g s id e  w h ic h  a re  th e  d w e llin g -h o u se s  o f  

■ 'h -e a s te  p e o p le  h a d  fro m  tim e  im m e m o ria l b een  

ci )?ed to o u tca ste s .
1 w as a n n o u n c e d  th at on  a  c e rta in  d a y  a  p ro -

>sit i of o u tca ste s  w o u ld  m a rc h  d o w n  th is  s tre e t . 

T h e  m a tte r  w a s  re fe rre d  to th e  S ta te  p o lic e , an d  

iho o , ..caste d e m o n stra to rs  w e re  a rre ste d  a n d  im - 

pri o r.ed . T h e  m a tte r  b e c a m e  w id e ly  k n o w n , a n d  

la rg e  m u ib e rs  o f  o u tc a ste  a n d  o th e r  v o lu n te e rs
) ked Vykom in order to  march down the street

icstio n . A r r e s t s  co n tin u e d  to  b e  m a d e  u n til the
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4 4 ) 1 )  t h e  c r o ss  m o v e s  e a s t  ( C T

a je / ja i l s  w e r e  fu l l .  T h e n  th e  a u th o r it ie s  aidopte^l 

n e w  p o lic y . T h e y  d r e w  a  p o lic e  c o rd o n  a c ro ss  th e  

e n tra n c e s  to  th e  s tre e t .

T h e  m a tte r  w a s  th e n  r e fe r r e d  b y  th e  o u tc a s te s  

to  M r .  G a n d h i . H e  r e p lie d  th a t t h e y  m u s t  p ra c t is e  

Satyagraha in  a sse rt io n  o f  th e ir  r ig h ts .  T h e y  m u s t  

b e  a b s o lu te ly  u n f l in c h in g  in  th e ir  d e te rm in a t io n  1 

to  se c u re  ju s t ic e ,  b u t  w ith o u t  v io le n c e . T h is  w o u ld  

m e a n  th a t  th e y  m u s t  s ta n d  in  th e  In d ia n  a tt itu d e  

o f  p e tit io n , w ith  jo in e d  h a n d s  a n d  b o w e d  h e a d s , 

u p  a g a in s t  th e  p o lic e -c o rd o n  u n t il  it  g a v e  w a y .

P r e p a r a t io n s  w e r e  a c c o r d in g ly  m a d e  fo r  a  p ro ­

tra c te d  c a m p a ig n  o f  Satyagraha on  th e se  lin e s . 

T h o u s a n d s  o f  v o lu n te e r s  c a m e  in , fr o m  a ll p a r ts  

o f  th e  c o u n tr y . A  c a m p  w a s  e s ta b lis h e d . B a tc h e s  

w e r e  o r g a n is e d ; a n d  fo r  s ix te e n  m o n th s  th e  v o lu n ­

te e rs  s to o d  in  th e  a tt itu d e  o f  p e tit io n  a g a in s t  th e  

p o lic e -c o rd o n . D u r in g  th e  r a in y  se a so n  th e  s tre e t  

w a s  f lo o d e d ; a n d  th e  Satyagrahis h a d  to  s ta n d  d e e p  

in  w a te r , th e  p o lic e  b e in g  in  b o a ts . T h e r e  w a s  m u c h  

s ic k n e s s  a n d  s u f fe r in g  in  c o n s e q u e n c e .

F in a l ly ,  h o w e v e r , th e ir  d is p la y  o f  p a t ie n t  d e te r ­

m in a tio n  w a s  s u c c e s s fu l  in  g a in in g  its  o b je c t . T h e  

c o rd o n  w a s  r e m o v e d ; th e  o u tc a s te s  m a rc h e d  in  

t r iu m p h a l p ro c e ss io n  d o w n  th e  s t r e e t ;  th e  te st-c a se  

h a d  b e e n  w o n .

F r o m  th is  in c id e n t  th e re  h a s  s p re a d  a w id e  m o v e ­

m e n t  fo r  th e  e m a n c ip a t io n  o f  th e  o u tc a s te s  a ll o v e r  

In d ia  fro m  th e se  a n c ie n t  a n d  e v il  ta b o o s .



^ o o H i i a y m o r e  r e c e n t  c a se  o c c u r r e d  in  a  c it y  o r  

Northern In d ia , w h e re  th e  w o m e n  h a v e  fo r  th e  m o st  

part b e e n  k e p t  in  a  p o s it io n  o f  s u b je c t io n  b e h in d  

the v e i l .  M r .  G a n d h i is  k n o w n  to  b e  a  c h a m p io n  

o f the e m a n c ip a t io n  o f  w o m a n h o o d ; a n d  Satyagraha 
has b e e n  r e c o g n is e d  as  a  w e a p o n  w h ic h  w o m e n  can  

•' e ld  s u c c e s s fu lly .  T h e  w o m e n  in  o n e  o r th e  

q u a rte rs  o f  th e  c it y  in  q u e s t io n  w e r e  d e s iro u s  th a t 

* c e rta in  b y e - la w  s h o u ld  b e  p a s s e d  b y  th e  m u n ic ip a l 

a u th o r it ie s . T h e y  p e tit io n e d , b u t  in  v a in . F in a l ly  

th e y  w e n t  in  a  la r g e  b o d y  to  th e  T o w n  H a l l  w h ils t  

th e  C it y  C o u n c i l  w a s  in  s e s s io n , a n d  s a t  d o w n  a ll  

a ro u n d  it , a n n o u n c in g  th a t  t h e y  w o u ld  n o t  s t ir  t ill  

j the L y e - la w  in  q u e st io n  w a s  p a s s e d . I t  w a s  p a sse d  

! in about th re e  h o u r s . 1

O n  a t  le a s t  o n e  o c c a s io n  M r .  G a n d h i h a s  u s e d  

‘ ; rrnha h im s e l f  a s  a  m o d e  o f  s e t t l in g  in d u s tr ia l  

‘ li ; i  res. D u r in g  o n e  s u c h  d is p u te  th e  c la im s  o f  

h o  h jd e s  w e r e  s u b m it te d  to  h im . H e  in v e s t ig a te d  

th e m , rn d  g a v e  w h a t  h e  b e lie v e d  to  b e  a  r ig h t  

d e c is io n . T h i s  w a s  n o t  a t  o n c e  a c c e p t e d ; a n d  M r .  

G a n d h i, im p r e s s e d  b y  th e  s u f fe r in g  c a u s e d  b y  th e  

k e , a n n o u n c e d  th a t  h e  w o u ld  h im s e l f  fa s t  till 

s h o u ld  b e  re s to re d . I t  is  s a id  th a t  a f t e r  a  fe w

' . ' i n ay be regarded as a type of Satyagraha was put into practice 
• ■ : u occasions by the workers for Women’s Suffrage in England 

O ' ms ago, though in this movement also violence was apt to
P .!!. :tyagraha is a weapon well adapted to the use of women, who 
1 i : tiohally more patient and brave than men in the bearing of 

| rir V It is a weapon which the women of the West, now in a position
I'li’ i; ' control, may some day use with decisive effect for the solving 

. problems of Western life.
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■ G° i x

'VV o a y s  th e  re p r e s e n ta t iv e s  o f  b o th  s id e s  c a l l e d ^ i p ^  

t t im b e s e e c h in g  h im  to  n a m e  a n y  s e t t le m e n t  w h ic h  

h e  t h o u g h t  r ig h t ,  a n d  p le d g in g  th e m s e lv e s  to  a c c e p t  

a n d  o b s e r v e  it .

S o m e  y e a r s  a g o  a  g r e a t  n e w  d a m  w a s  to  b e  

b u i lt  a c r o s s  a  v a l le y  in  th e  W e s t e r n  G h a t s  a b o v e  

B o m b a y , in  o r d e r  to  s u p p ly  w a t e r  fo r  a  h y d r o ­

e le c t r ic  s c h e m e  w h ic h  w o u ld  fa c i l ita te  th e  e x te n s io n  

o f  W e s t e r n  in d u s t r y  in  th a t  c i t y .  T h i s  w o u ld  m e a n  

in c r e a s e d  n u m b e r s  o f  h e lp le s s  p e a s a n ts  m ig r a t in g  

f r o m  c o u n tr y  v i l la g e s  to  th e  c it y ,  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t ly  

in c r e a s in g  o v e r c r o w d in g , d is e a s e , in fa n t i le  m o r ­

ta lity ,  in d e b te d n e s s , m o ra l c o l la p s e  a n d  a ll  th e  

o th e r  h e te r o g e n e o u s  e v i ls  o f  l i fe  in  a  g r e a t  in d u s t r ia l  

c i t y  in  th e  E a s t .  T h e  s c h e m e  a lso  m e a n t  th e  

u p r o o t in g  f r o m  th e ir  a n c e s tra l  la n d s  o f  m a n y  | 

h u n d r e d s  o f  th e  f in e s t  p e a s a n t  s to c k  in  W e s t e r n  

I n d ia .  G e n e r o u s  c o m p e n s a t io n  w a s  o f fe r e d ;  b u t  

th e  p e a s a n ts  d id  n o t  w is h  to  s e l l ;  a n d  i f  t h e y  d id  

s e l l  th e  c a s h  w o u ld  so o n  b e  g o n e , a n d  t h e y  w o u ld  

d r i f t  to  th e  c it ie s .  I t  s e e m e d  to  th e  n a t io n a lis ts  

a  c le a r  c a s e  o f  th e  s a c r i f ic in g  o f  p e rs o n a l v a lu e s  

to  th e  in te r e s ts  o f  b ig - s c a le  W e s t e r n  in d u s t r y . 

A c c o r d in g ly  i t  w a s  r e s o lv e d  th a t  Satyagraha s h o u ld  

b e  o f fe r e d . T h e  p e a s a n ts  w e r e  o r g a n is e d . L a r g e  

n u m b e r s  o f  v o lu n te e r s  c a m e  to  h e lp  th e m  fr o m  o th e r  

p a r t s .  T h e  Satyagrahis la y  d o w n  in  b a tc h e s  u p o n  th e  

g r o u n d  w h ic h  w a s  to  b e  e x c a v a te d  b y  th e  e n g in e e r s .

In  th is  w a y  th e  p r o g r e s s  o f  th e  d a m  w a s  h e ld
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s o m e  m o n th s . T h e  c a s e  a t tra c te d  m ^ W -  -i 
''•i-C-.tlon t h r o u g h o u t  I n d ia ;  a n d  th o u g h  th e  Satya- 

• !<ynha w a s  n o t  in  th e  e n d  s u c c e s s fu l  as  r e g a r d s  th e  

p re v e n tio n  o f  th e  e x p r o p r ia t io n  o f  th e  p e a sa n ts ,

H e  e p is o d e  s e r v e d  a s  an  e f fe c t iv e  m e a n s  o f  e d u c a t in g  

p u b lic  o p in io n .

T e r h a p s  th e  m o s t  n o ta b le  c a se  o f  Satyagraha 
d u r in g  th e  y e a r s  b e tw e e n  1 9 2 2  a n d  1 9 2 8  w a s  M r .  

G a n d h i ’ s  fa s t  o f  1 9 2 4 .  In  th e  la tte r  p a r t  o f  th a t 

te r e la t io n s  b e tw e e n  H in d u s  a n d  M o h a m m e ­

d an s w e r e  w o r s e  th a n  a t  a n y  t im e  in  th e  re c e n t  

Histc-i o f  In d ia ,  o w in g  to  a  v e r y  g r a v e  m a s s a c re  

° f  H in d u s  b y  M o h a m m e d a n s , w h ic h  h a d  ta k e n  

lace  a t  K o h a t  on  th e  N o r t h - W e s t  f r o n t ie r .  M r .  

a? d h i, w h o  h a d  r e c e n t ly  b e e n  re le a s e d  fr o m  ja i l ,  

n n e  c o n v in c e d  th a t  th e re  c o u ld  b e  n o  h o p e  o f  

1 re  p e a c e  a n d  fr e e d o m  fo r  h is  c o u n tr y  u n le s s  

s o m e th in g  s ig n a l  w e r e  d o n e  to  e x p e l th e  e v il  s p ir it  

01 h a tr e d  a n d  v io le n c e  w h ic h  e x is te d  b e tw e e n  th e  

r -vo c o m m u n it ie s . H e  b e lie v e d  th a t  h e  w a s  c a lle d  

■ on to  u n d e r ta k e  s o m e th in g  w h ic h  a  C h r is t ia n  

m id  m o s t  a p t ly  d e s c r ib e  as  th e  a p p lic a t io n  o f  th e  

d  o f  th e  C r o s s  to  th e  th e n  e x is t in g  c o m m u n a l 

P Pern in  In d ia .  H e  m u s t  b e a r  in  h is  o w n  b o d y , 

h ro u g h  se lf-c h o s e n  s u f fe r in g ,  th e  b u rd e n  o f  

1 o p le ’ s s in , in  o r d e r  th a t  t h e y  m ig h t  b e  fre e d  

; th a t  s in  th r o u g h  th e  c re a t io n  o f  a  n e w  m in d  

p ir it  w ith in  th e m . T h e i r  e v il  w il l  m u s t  g iv e  

to  a  g o o d  w i l l ;  a n d  th e  tra n s fo rm a tio n  c o u ld
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\ ^ v ^ J ^ X a k e  p la c e  t h r o u g h  th e  re d e m p t iv e  p c i w ^ M ' 

v ic a r io u s  s u f fe r in g .

A c c o r d in g ly  M r .  G a n d h i  c a u s e d  i t  to  b e  

a n n o u n c e d  th a t  h e  w o u ld  fa s t  u n t il  a  n e w  s p ir i t  

w e r e  m a n ife s te d  in  th e  re la t io n s  b e tw e e n  th e  H in d u s  1 

a n d  th e  M o h a m m e d a n s .

I t  m u s t  b e  r e m e m b e r e d , in  c o n s id e r in g  th is  fa s t , 

th a t  M r .  G a n d h i w a s , a n d  s t i l l  is , n o t  m e r e ly  a 

n a t io n a l le a d e r  in  th e  W e s te r n  se n s e , i .e .  a  s u c c e s s ­

fu l  p o lit ic ia n . F ie  w a s , a n d  is ,  v e n e r a te d  b y  h is  

fe l lo w - c o u n tr y m e n  n o t  s o  m u c h  fo r  h is  p o lit ic a l  

a b il it ie s ,  w h ic h  in  a n y  c a s e  a re  n o t  th e  o u ts t a n d in g  

fe a t u r e  o f  h is  c h a ra c te r , a s  fo r  h is  s p ir itu a l  q u a lit ie s  

h is  p r o p h e t ic  v is io n  o f  r ig h te o u s n e s s , h is  e n u n c ia ­

t io n  a n d  p ra c t ic a l  a p p lic a t io n  o f  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  

Satyagraha, a b o v e  a ll  h is  s y m p a th y  w ith  th e  p o o r  

a n d  h is  s e lf- id e n t if ic a t io n  w ith  th e m . I t  is  b e c a u s e  

o f  th e se  equalities th a t  so  m a n y  o f  h is  fe l lo w - c o u n t r y ­

m e n  n o t  o n ly  a d m ir e  a n d  fo l lo w  M r .  G a n d h i, b u t  i 

e v e n  w o r s h ip  h im  a s  an  in c a rn a t io n  o f  th e  S u p r e m e  

B e in g .  T h e  v e r y  id e a  th a t  th is  M a h a t m a — th is  g r e a t  

s p ir itu a l  le a d e r— w a s  g o in g  to  s a c r if ic e  h im s e l f  

b e c a u s e  o f  th e ir  t r a n s g r e s s io n , e x e r c is e d  a  p r o fo u n d  

in flu e n c e  u p o n  th e  m in d s  o f  In d ia n s  o f  a ll  c la s s e s  

a n d  o f  b o th  c o m m u n it ie s ;  fo r  M r .  G a n d h i, th o u g h  

a  H in d u ,  h a d  b e e n  a t  p a in s , e s p e c ia l ly  d u r in g  th e  

N o n - C o - o p e r a t io n  m o v e m e n t , to  s h o w  th a t  h e  

id e n t if ie d  h im s e l f  a s  fa r  as  p o s s ib le  w ith  M o h a m ­
m e d a n  a s p ir a t io n s .
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V A j S ^ r f r e c t  o f  th is  p e rso n a l a n d  v ic a r io u s  Satya)\^j 
g^titC^eczm e v e r y  m a rk e d  w ith in  a  fe w  d a y s  o f  

it s  in c e p tio n . B u lle t in s  c o n ta in in g  d e ta ils  o f  th e  

M a h a t m a ’ s h e a lth  w e re  p u b lis h e d  d a ily  in  th e  

In d ia n  P r e s s  a ll o v e r  th e  c o u n try . A  c h a n g e  o f  

s p ir it  r a p id ly  to o k  p la c e . W h e r e  b e fo re  a ll h a d  

b een  re se n tm e n t  a n d  e x a sp e ra t io n , a  d e te rm in e d  

m o v e m e n t  c a m e  in to  e v id e n c e  fo r  th e  p e a c e a b le  

s o lv in g  o f  o ld  p ro b le m s , th e  d is c o v e r y  o f  e ffe c t iv e  

lin e s  o f  c o m p ro m is e , th e  re m o v a l o f  lo n g -s ta n d in g  

g r ie v a n c e s . T h e  le a d e rs  o f  th e  tw o  c o m m u n it ie s  

g o t  to g e th e r , a n d  b e g a n  d i l ig e n t ly  to  e x p lo re  

a v e n u e s  o f  c o n c ilia t io n . E v e r y w h e r e  a  s p ir it  o f  

f r ie n d lin e s s  ca m e  in to  e x is te n c e , in  p la c e  o f  th e  

s p ir i t  o f  h a tre d .

A t  th e  e n d  o f  th re e  w e e k s  o f  r ig o r o u s  fa s t in g  

M r .  G a n d h i w a s  a b le  to  d e c la re  th a t  th e  p u rp o se  

w ith  w h ic h  h e  h a d  u n d e rta k e n  th e  fa s t— th e  c h a n g ­

in g  o f  th e  s p ir it  o f  th e  a n ta g o n ise d  c o m m u n it ie s —  

h a d  so  fa r  b een  e ffe c te d  th a t h e  w a s  a b le  to  d is ­

c o n t in u e  h is  s e lf- im p o s e d  Satyagraha.
T h is  th re e  w e e k s ’ lo n e ly  s t r u g g le , e v e n  th o u g h  

it  w a s  so  in d iv id u a l, w a s  u n q u e s t io n a b ly  th e  m o st  

n o te w o rth y  o f  a ll th e  p re p a ra to ry  m o v e m e n ts  o f  

Satyagraha w h ic h  w e  h a v e  b e e n  c o n s id e r in g . I t  

sh o w e d  Satyagraha as a  sp ir itu a l  in s tru m e n t  to  b e  

w ie ld e d  fo r  th e  m o st  m a tte r -o f- fa c t  a n d  re a lis t ic  

o f  e n d s , th e  p re v e n tio n  o f  ra p in e  a n d  m a ssa c re . I t  

sh o w e d  th at in s tru m e n t  to  b e 'c a p a b le  o f  a c h ie v in g

i v a  -

I
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• M o n i s h i n g  p ra c t ic a l  s u c c e s s , a n d  in  a  v e n in k l i e f  

p e r io d  o f  t im e . I t  is  t ru e  th a t  th e re  h a v e  b e e n  

n u m e ro u s  o u tb re a k s  o f  in te rc o m m u n a l fr ic t io n  a n d  

r io t in g  in  I n d ia  s in c e  1 9 2 4 ;  b u t  th e  p o s it io n  h a s  | 

n e v e r  a g a in  b e e n  s o  b a d  a s  it  w a s  in  th a t  y e a r ;  

a n d  In d ia n s  h a v e  e v e r  s in c e  re a lis e d  th a t , i f  th e  

w o r s t  c o m e s  to  th e  w o r s t , th e re  is  an  e f fe c t iv e  w a y  

o u t  o f  th e  d if f ic u lty , v iz .  Satyagraha— Satyagraha 
e m b a r k e d  u p o n  b y  th o se  w h o  fe e l th e  n e e d  o f  th e ir  

c o u n tr y  s u ff ic ie n t ly  d e e p ly  to* r i s k  th e ir  l iv e s  b y  

so m e  s u c h  c o u rs e  o f  s e lf-c h o s e n  s u f fe r in g , in  o rd e r  

th a t  th e  n e e d  in  q u e s t io n  m a y  b e  m e t, th e  e ’ il 

s p ir i t  o f  h a tr e d  a n d  v io le n c e  c a s t  o u t, a n d  re c o n ­

c il ia t io n  e ffe c te d .

B u t  th e  fa s t  o f  1 9 2 4  m e a n t  m o re  th an  th is . I t  

m e a n t  th e  c o m in g  o f  th e  C r o s s  d o w n  in to  th e 

b a ff l in g  p ro b le m s  o f  m o d e rn  In d ia , n o t m e re ly  as 

a  p o s s ib le  s o lu t io n , b u t  as the only g e n u in e ly  p ra c c k  tl 

so lu t io n  o f  th e se  p ro b le m s . A s  w a s  in e v ita b le  th is  

c o m in g  o f  th e  C r o s s  e x c ite d  d e r is io n  in  so m e  ' 

q u a r te r s , a n d  v io le n t  re s e n tm e n t  in  o th e rs . But 
the Cross worked. A n d  it  w o r k e d  w h e r e  n o th in g  

e lse  w o u ld  w o r k , a m id s t  c o n d it io n s  o f  d e s p e ra te  

n e e d .

I t  is  n o t  to o  m u c h  to  s a y  th a t  in  th o se  dn-’.e  

w e e k s  o f  1 9 2 4  a n e w  ty p e  o f  n a t io n a lis m  w a s  b n 

in to  th e  w o r ld , a  n a t io n a lis m  b a se d  o n  e th ica l con 

v ic t io n s  in s te a d  o f  v io le n t  s e lf-a s s e r t io n . T h i :  w a s  

a re m a r k a b le  t h in g ;  b u t  fa r  m o re  re m a r k a b le  th an
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th e  fa c t  th a t  h e re , in  o u r  fe v e r is h  ancl 

d is i l lu s io n e d  p o s t -w a r  w o r ld , w a s  a  s ta te sm a n  u s in g  

th e  p r in c ip le  o f  th e  C r o s s  a s  a  w o r k in g  m e th o d  

fo r  p r a c t ic a l  p o l i t ic s .  T h e  C h r is t ia n  n a t io n  w h o s e  

s p o k e s m a n  h a d  s a id , a  y e a r  o r  tw o  p r e v io u s ly , th a t  

“ y o u  c a n n o t  g o v e r n  I r e la n d  b y  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  

th e  S e rm o n  on  th e  M o u n t , ”  w o u ld  c le a r ly  b e  s o o n e r  

o r  la te r  c o n fr o n te d  in  I n d ia  b y  a  H in d u  s ta te sm a n  

w h o  w o u ld  sa y , ‘ I  p ro p o s e  to  d e m o n s tra te , th a t  

I n d ia  c a n  b e  fr e e d , a n d  g o v e r n e d , b y  th e  p r in c ip le s  

o f  th e  S e rm o n  o n  th e  M o u n t . ”

I t  w il l  b e  c le a r  f r o m  th is  h o w  it  c a m e  a b o u t  th a t  

a  g r e a t  H in d u  r e fo r m e r  a n d  p u b l ic is t 1 c o u ld  s a y  

o f  M r .  G a n d h i— “ N e v e r  b e fo r e  h a v e  s o  m a n y  

e a rn e s t  m in d s  o f  a ll r a c e s  a n d  c re e d s  tu rn e d  to  

C h r is t  fo r  l ig h t  a n d  g u id a n c e  in  th e ir  p e r p le x it ie s .  

T h e  n u m b e r  a n d  in s ig h t  o f  th e  n e w  l iv e s  o f  C h r is t  

a re  a lo n e  e v id e n c e  o f  th is  f r e s h  a n d  d e e p e n e d  

in te r e s t  in  H i s  l i fe  a n d  te a c h in g . B u t  th e  m o st  

im p r e s s iv e  p r o o f  o f  i t  is  th a t  M a h a t m a  G a n d h i, 

a  H in d u ,  h a s  s o u g h t  fo r  th e  f ir s t  t im e  in  h is to r y  

to  a p p ly  th e  M a s t e r ’ s  te a c h in g  to  p o lit ic s  a s  th e  

b e s t  m e a n s  o f  r a is in g  th e  p e o p le  o f  I n d ia  to  a 

c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  th e ir  d u t y  to  th e m s e lv e s  a n d  to  

h u m a n ity . H i s  m o v e m e n t  h a s  m a d e  th e  c e n tra l 

te a c h in g  o f  C h r is t  k n o w n  a n d  c h e r is h e d  in  q u a r te r s  

to  w h ic h  a  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  o f  th e  p r o p a g a n d a  o f  

C h r is t ia n  M is s io n s  h a s  n o t  b e e n  a b le  to  p e n e tra te .

1 The editor of the Indian Social Reform er.
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THE CROSS MOVES EAST ( A  T
\ v \  h a s  p re s e n te d  it  in  a  fo rm  r e a d ily  assirpTfafebj

to  th e  In d ia n  m in d .”

S u c h  a  s ta te m e n t  m a y  a p p e a r  m e a n in g le s s  u n til 

i t  is  r e m e m b e re d  th a t  ‘ th e  c e n tra l te a c h in g  o f  

C h r i s t ’ to  w h ic h  it  r e fe r s  is  ta k e n  as  b e in g  th e  

C r o s s , a n d  th e  C r o s s  as  a n  e te rn a l p r in c ip le  fo r  

th e  c o n q u e r in g  o f  w r o n g  a n d  th e  t r a n s fo r m in g  o f  

th e  e v il  w i l l  in to  a  g o o d  w ill ,  b y  m e a n s  o f  s u f fe r in g , 

s e lf-c h o s e n  a n d  p a t ie n t ly  e n d u re d .

In  1 9 2 8  th e  p e r io d  o f  q u ie t  p re p a ra t io n  c a m e  

to  a n  e n d . Satyagraha h a d  n o w  b e c o m e  a  fa m il ia r  

w e a p o n  to  th e  p e o p le  o f  th e  w h o le  o f  In d ia . T h e y  

h a d  h e a rd  o f  i t s  u s e  as  e ffic a c io u s  fo r  th e  s o lu t io n s  

o f  a la r g e  v a r ie ty  o f  p ro b le m s , s o c ia l, e c o n o m ic , 

r e l ig io u s ,  a s  w e ll  a s  p o lit ic a l.  T h e y  h a d  b e g u n  to  

u n d e rs ta n d  s o m e th in g  o f  th e  m o ra l p r e r e q u is ite ' 

fo r  th e  w ie ld in g  o f  th is  w e a p o n , th e  n e c e s s ity  fo r  

r ig o r o u s  d is c ip lin e , fo r  a  c o m p le te  a b a n d o n m e n t  o f  

a ll  se lf- in te re s t , a b o v e  a ll  fo r  re s o lu te  n o n -v io le n c e .

D u r in g  1 9 2 8  s e r io u s  d is c o n te n t  w a s  e x c ite d  m  

th e  d is t r ic t  o f  B a r d o li ,  n o t  fa r  fr o m  M r .  G a n d h i ’ ; 

h o m e  in  A h m e d a b a d , in  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  a  re a sse ; 

m e n t  o f  la n d -re v e n u e  c a r r ie d  th r o u g h  b y  G o v e  

m e n t  a n d  r e s u lt in g  in  a  d e m a n d  fo r  en h a n c  

ta x a t io n . T h i s  d e m a n d  w a s  fe lt  b y  th e  p e a sa n ts  

to  b e  u n ju s t  u n d e r  e x is t in g  e c o n o m ic  c o n d it io ; 

E v e n t u a l ly  Satyagraha w a s  o ffe re d  a g a in s t  tit 1 

G o v e r n m e n t  o n  th is  is s u e . T a x e s  w e r e  r e fu s e d ; 

a n d  a g r e a t  d e a l o f  s u f fe r in g  re s u lte d . In  th e  is ue



P  t o § P  jcn ^ ves a n d  c ra v e n s  i f  th e y  c a lle d  t h e m s c jw ^ j^  

' disciples o f  th e  C r o s s - b e a r in g  C h r is t  a n d  d id  n o t 

ta k e  p a in  u p o n  th e m s e lv e s , to  h e lp  o th e rs . C o u ld  

I th e y  c a ll th e m s e lv e s  s o ld ie r s  o f  C h r is t  i f  th e y  w e re  

i c o n te n t w ith  a  s a fe  a n d  e a s y  l i fe ,  a n d  le ft  C h r is t  

| to  b e a r  H i s  C r o s s  a lo n e ?  T h e y  w o u ld  b e  t ra ito rs  

to  C h r is t  in  th is  c a se  in s te a d  o f  H i s  d is c ip le s  a n d  

s o ld ie r s . T h e y  m u s t  s t r ip  th e m s e lv e s  o f  o n e  a d v a n -  

1 ta g e  a fte r  a n o t h e r : a n d  ta k e  u p o n  th e m s e lv e s  o n e  

p a in  a fte r  a n o th e r , in  o rd e r  to  b e  l ik e  C h r is t  

a n d  to  s h a re  w ith  H im  th e  w o r ld ’ s p a in  f ro m  

w ith in .

In  th e  s a m e  s p ir i t  M r .  G a n d h i  h a s  p ra y e d  th a t  

in  th e  n e x t  l i fe  h e  m a y  b e  b o rn  a n  U n to u c h a b le ,  

in  o r d e r  th a t  h e  m a y  b e  a b le  m o re  e f fe c t iv e ly  to  

h e lp  th e  U n to u c h a b le s .

T h e  re a lis a t io n  th a t  it  is  in to le ra b le  fo r  th e  

C h r is t ia n  to  b e  e a s y  a n d  c o m fo r ta b le  w h e n  th e  

M  si', h e  fo l lo w s  w a s  t re a te d  as  a  fe lo n  a n d  an 

o u tc a s t , to r tu r e d  a n d  c r u c if ie d  fo r  h is  s a k e , a n d  

w h e n  h is  fe llo w -m e n  a re  g r o a n in g  u n d e r  p a in  a n d

ip re s s io n , le a d s  o n  in e v ita b ly  to  th e  fa c t  th a t  s u c h  

a C h n  t ia n ’ s m o s t  e a rn e s t  p r a y e r  b e c o m e s  th is , 

“ L o r d ,  la y  on  m e  T h y  C r o s s  o f  p a in , fo r  m e n .

■ ' ) -ayer w il l  b r in g  its  o w n  a n s w e r , in  th e

f ra  al a p p lic a t io n  o f  th e  m e th o d  o f  th e  C r o s s —  

the b : in g  a n d  b e a r in g  o f  p a in  v ic a r io u s ly  fo r  th e  

I l ib e ra t io n  o f  m e n .

T  c iv e  in  a  u n iv e r s e  s o  c o n s t r u c te d  (w h e th e r

CROSS AND SATTAGRAHA / ^ 3



â c *- o r  n ° t )  th a t p a in  a n d  wrofaffi la r i  
b e  c o n q u e re d  e ffe c t iv e ly  in  o n e  w a y , b y  se lf-  

w e lc o m e d  s u ffe r in g . E v e n  O m n ip o te n c e  it s e l f  h a s 

n o  o th e r  w a y  o f  c o n q u e r in g  th e  e v il  w ill ,  e x c e p t  

b y  b e a r in g  p a t ie n tly  th e  w o rs t  th at it  can  d o . 

C a lv a r y  h a s sh o w n  th at th is  is a  u n iv e rsa l an d  

etern a l tru th . T h e  u n iv e rse , a n d  G o d  in a n d  b e yo n d  

th e  u n iv e rse , s ta n d  in  n eed  o f  a  g re a t  re s e rv o ir  o f  

sa c ra m e n ta l p a in , to  w h ic h  th e  in d iv id u a l C h r is t -  

fo llo w e r  m u st  c o n tr ib u te , w h e th e r  b y  se lf-c h o se n  

p a in , o r  b y  b e a r in g  v ic a r io u s ly  fo r  C h r is t  a n d  fo r  

h is  fe llo w -m e n  th e p a in  w h ic h  h a s  co m e u p o n  h im  

in  a  fa sh io n  th at m a y  a p p e a r  fo rtu ito u s .

T h is  p r im it iv e  C h r is t ia n  te a c h in g  o f  a n d  a ttitu d e  

to  th e  e te rn a l C ro ss  m a y  be su m m e d  u p  as fo l lo w s :

The Incarnation and Death of Christ show us that God 
suffers, and suffers vicariously: He suffers that the evil will 
may he changed into a good will: this can only be effected 
even by God Himself, still more by man, through the patient 
bearing of pain and wrong.

All pain may be borne as a sacrament of the presence and 
grace of Christ: as the deepest joy: as a direct means of 
aiding Christ’s work: as a means for creating Christlikeness 
in the world: as a sharing ot God’s eternal purpose.

Self-chosen pain (and this includes pain that may seem 
fortuitous, but is borne in the right spirit) is essential to the 
creative process, and we are cowards and shirkers unless we 
share in it.

Such self-chosen pain works miracles to conquer the pain 
and wrong under which others groan: the man who has 
borne even a little of it will affirm that he counts all that

J
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iere w e re  E n g l i s h  p e o p le  on  th e  b a l c o k ^ l - J  

ho w e re  sy m p a th is e rs  w ith  th e  il l- tre a te d  

p e o p le , h e  c a m e  a c ro ss , a s k e d  i f  w e  c o u ld  e x p la in  

th e  rea so n  o f  su c h  th in g s  b e in g  d o n e , a n d  sh o w e d  

u s  th e  m a rk  on  h is  b a c k  m a d e  th ro u g h  tw o  th ic k ­

n e sse s  o f  c lo th . . . .  I  h a v e  seen  th e  N a t io n a lis ts  

u n d e r  th e  m o st  te rr ib le  p ro v o c a tio n s , a n d  n e v e r  

o n ce  h a v e  th e y  re so rte d  to  v io le n c e  o r  re ta lia tio n  

in  a n y  w a y , th o u g h  w h e n  th e ir  w o u n d e d  o r  th e ir  

w o m e n  a re  ill- tre a te d  it  is  fe a r fu lly  h a rd  fo r  th e m .’ ’ 

M a n y  m o re  su c h  d e sc r ip t io n s  m ig h t  b e  g iv e n , 

fro m  th e  s ta te m e n ts  o f  e y e -w itn e sse s , c o n c e rn in g  

1 th e  v e r y  c o n c re te  n a tu re  o f  th e  s u ffe r in g  w h ic h  th e 

Satyagrakis to o k  u p o n  th e m se lv e s , a n d  c o n c e rn in g  

th e s p ir it  o f  d is c ip lin e d  p a tie n c e  in  w h ic h  th e y  b o re  

th a t s u ffe r in g . A  w e ll-k n o w n  E n g l is h  o b se rv e r  o f  

c u rre n t  a ffa ir s , g iv in g  so m e  a c c o u n t o f  In d ia n  

Satyagraha on  th e  w ire le s s  in  M a r c h  1 9 3 1 ,  sa id  

th is :  “ I  w a s  re a d in g  a  b o o k  on  In d ia  th e  o th e r  d a y , 

w ritten  b y  a  F re n c h w o m a n  w h o  h a s  e v e ry  rea so n  

to  b e  fo n d  o f  G re a t  B r i t a in ;  a n d  sh e  d e c la re d  th at 

a lth o u g h  sh e  h a d  b een  th ro u g h  c iv il  w a r  in  I re la n d , 

P o r t u g a l  a n d  A fg h a n is ta n , to  s a y  n o th in g  o f  a  

re v o lu t io n  o r  tw o , sh e  h a d  n e v e r  seen  a n y th in g  so  

t r a g ic  o r  so  im p re s s iv e  as  th ese  c ro w d s  o f  p a s s iv e  

re s is te rs , b lo c k in g  th e  tra ffic  b y  ly in g  fla t on  th e 

ro a d s , o r  o th e rw is e  m a k in g  th e  n o rm a l b u s in e ss  o f  

th e  c o u n try  im p o s s ib le .”

A n  E n g l i s h  sp e c ta to r  o f  w h a t  w a s  a c tu a lly
K

I
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V-,V ^ nyo^Ved in  a  fo rm e r  m o v e m e n t o f  

' *•■; 1 J y h e n  h u n d re d s  o f  e x -s o ld ie rs , b e lo n g in g  to  th e  

p ro u d e s t  a n d  m o st  m a rt ia l ra c e  in  In d ia , m a rc h e d  

in  ra n k  a fte r  ra n k  u p  to  a c o rd o n  o f  p o lic e , th e re  

to  b e  c lu b b e d  d o w n  u n r e s is t in g ly , h a s  sa id  to  the 

p re se n t  w r ite r  th a t n e v e r  in  h is  l i fe  d id  h e  se e  

a n y th in g  so  d re a d fu l a n d  a t  th e  sa m e  t im e  so  i 

im p re s s iv e . O n  su c h  an  o c c a s io n  it  is  p la in ly  p e r­

c e iv e d  b y  an  im p a rt ia l o b se rv e r  th a t tw o  w o r ld -  | 

o rd e rs  a re  in  c o n flic t , th a t  o f  fo rc e  a n d  th a t o f  the 

C ro ss , th e  la tte r  s u f fe r in g  p a t ie n tly  th e  w o rs t  th at j 

th e  fo rm e r  can  d o , in  o rd e r  to  c h a n g e  th e  s p ir it  j 

o f  th e  fo rc e -w ie ld e r . A n d  it  is  a te r r ib le  th in g  w h en  

th e  C ro s s  th u s  g e ts  n a k e d ly  to  g r ip s  writh  fo rc e .

i
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I t  w i l l  b e  w e l l ,  a t  th is  p o in t , to  r e m in d  o u r s e lv e s  

o f  th e  p r im it iv e  C h r is t ia n  t e a c h in g  c o n c e r n in g  th e  

C r o s s  a s  a  p r a c t ic a l  p r in c ip le  fo r  th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t  

o f  r ig h te o u s n e s s  o n  e a r th . T h a t  C r o s s  w a s  n o t  

m e r e ly  a n  h is to r ic a l  p h e n o m e n o n , to  b e  b e lie v e d  

a b o u t  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  a  fo r m u la t e d  s y s te m  o f  

d o g m a . I t  w a s  s o m e t h in g  to  b e  l iv e d  a n d  b o rn e  

in  th e  in d iv id u a l  C h r is t ia n ’ s  e x p e r ie n c e  a n d  in  t h a t  

o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  g r o u p .
T h e  p r im it iv e  C h r is t ia n  lo o k e d  o u t  o n  a  w o r ld  

o f  p a in  a n d  w r o n g ;  b u t  h e  w a s  c o n s c io u s  a lso  o f  

a  fu n d  o f  p o w e r  a n d  lo v e , w h ic h  c o u ld  b e  d ra w n  

u p o n  b y  h im s e lf ,  fo r  th e  c o n q u e r in g  o f  th e  p a in  

a n d  w r o n g . T h i s  c o n v ic t io n  w a s  b a s e d  o n  h is  k n o w ­

le d g e  o f  C h r is t ,  a n d  o f  w h a t  C h r is t  h a d  d o n e  u p o n  

th e  C r o s s  o f  G o lg o t h a .  C h r i s t  h a d  s t r ip p e d  h im s e l f  

o f  p o w e r  a n d  g lo r y ,  fo r  o u r  s a k e s .  H e  h a d  b e c o m e  

p o o r , p e r s e c u te d , to r tu r e d , fo r  o u r  s a k e s . H e  h a d  

d e l ib e r a te ly  ta k e n  u p o n  h im s e l f  p a in , a n d  p a in  o f  

th e  m o s t  a g o n is in g  a n d  d r e a d fu l  k in d , fo r  o u r  s a k e s . 

T h i s  s e lf- c h o s e n  p a in , v ic a r io u s ly  b o rn e , t h o u g h  it  

n e e d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  b o r n e  ( fo r  C h r is t  m ig h t  h a v e  

a v o id e d  th e  C r o s s  in  a  s c o r e  o f  w a y s ) ,  h a d  m a d e  

a v a ila b le  th e  fu n d  o f  p o w e r  a n d  lo v e  u p o n  w h ic h

/ /> —-<V\



tn e  C h r is t ia n  k n e w  t h a t  h e  c o u ld  d r a w  in  o r t r e ~ r o  

c o n q u e r  p a in  a n d  w r o n g .  T h e  C r o s s  o f  G o ig o t h a  

h a d  in s p ir e d , a n d  in d e e d  a l r e a d y  c r e a te d , a n  in e v it ­

a b le  s p ir i tu a l  c o n q u e s t  o f  w r o n g .  C ic e r o  h a d  s a id  

o f  c r u c if ix io n  “ N o  g e n t le m a n  w il l  s p e a k  o f  a  c r o s s . ’ 

A n o t h e r  L a t in  w r i t e r  h a d  s u m m e d  it  u p  a s  m e a n in g  

vivus fascere corvos. Y e t  C h r is t  h a d  ta k e n  this u p o n  

H im s e l f ,  u n r e s is t in g ly ,  to  s a v e  m e n . A n d  C h r i  ;t w a s  

th e  s a m e  y e s t e r d a y ,  t o - d a y  a n d  fo r  e v e r .

N e x t ,  in  r e g a r d  to  th e  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  

p h y s ic a l  p a in , t h e  p r im it iv e  C h r is t ia n s  k n e w  th a t  

th e  C r o s s  m e a n t  v ic t o r y .  T h e  g r e a t e s t  o f  th e ir  

le a d e rs  w r o t e  in  o n e  o f  h is  le t te r s  t h a t  h e  h a d  

s u f fe r e d  a  p a in  so  a g o n is in g  th a t  it  w a s  l ik e  th e  

p a in  o f  im p a le m e n t . I t  w a s  a  p a in  w h ic h  c r ip p le d  

h is  u s e fu ln e s s  a n d  m a d e  h im  ( a p p a r e n t ly )  r id ic u lo u s .  

B u t  h e  h a d  le a r n t  t h a t  th is  in te n s e ly  p e rs o n a l p a in  

m ig h t  b e c o m e  to  h im  n o t  o n ly  th e  m e a n s  o f  m o ra l 

d is c ip lin e ,  p r e v e n t in g  p r id e  a n d  u n d u e  se : ^ c o n ­

f id e n c e , b u t  a ls o  a  s a c r a m e n t  o f  th e  g r a c e  o f  G o d . 

I t  h a d  s o f te n e d  h is  s te r n n e s s , m a d e  h im  g e n t  ; ; a n d  

s y m p a th e t ic ,  a n d  b r e d  in  h im  C h r is t l ik e n e : ; fo r  

i t  h a d  k e p t  h im  c lo s e  to  C h r is t ,  w h o s e  in  o d  

v o ic e  a s s u r e d  h im  ‘ M y  g r a c e  is  s u f f ic ie n t  fo r  y o u .5 

A s  h e  lo o k e d  b a c k , P a u l  c o u ld  h o n e s t ly  s a y  ;h a t  

p a in  h a d  b e e n  th e  m a k in g  o f  h im . H e  w o v ; I  . 

a s k  fo r  o n e  p a n g  th e  le s s . T h e  C r o s s ,  b o r n e  pa 

in  th is  w a y ,  h a d  m a d e  h im  s t r o n g ,  so  th a t  h e  o u ld  

s a y  ‘ W h e n  I  a m  w e a k , th e n  a m  I s t r o n g . ’
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\ % ^ < | § t ^ 'io  th e  p r im it iv e  C h r is t ia n  it  b e ca m e  p l l i j K L i  

f e a r  w h a t  is  s ig n if ic a n t , fro m  th e  u n iv e rsa l p o in t 

o f  v ie w , is n o t th e  fa c t  th at a  m an  b e a rs  p a in , b u t  

he s p ir it  in  w h ic h  h e  b e ars  it . E v e n  p a in  w h ic h  

se e m s fo rtu ito u s  a n d  m e a n in g le ss  m a y  b e  b o rn e  

re d e m p t iv e ly , a n d  th u s  b e c o m e  o f  in c a lc u la b le  

im p o rta n c e  in  th e e lim in a tio n  o f  s u ffe r in g  a n d  

w ro n g  fro m  th e  liv e s  o f  o th e r  m e n . T h e  e x p e r ie n c e  

o f  p a in  is  th e  g o ld e n  o p p o r tu n ity  fo r  th e s p ir it  

o f  C h i 's t lik e n e s s  to  sh in e  th ro u g h  u s ;  fo r  th a t s p ir it  

is b u ilt  on  p ain  v ic a r io u s ly  e n d u re d , a n d  th ro u g h  

p ain  co m es th e  d e e p e st  jo y  o f  a ll, th e  b e a r in g  o f  

the C r o s s , w ith  C h r is t .

I t  w a s  in  th e  e x tre m ity  o f  w e a k n e ss  a n d  p ain  

th at C h r is t  H im s e l f  d id  H is  m o st c re a tiv e  w o rk , 

s it  w ith  L a t im e r , w h e n  h e  c r ie d  a t  th e  s ta k e ,

R e o f  g o o d  c h e e r , M a s t e r  R id le y ,  w e  sh a ll th is  

d a y  l ig h t  su c h  a c a n d le  in  E n g la n d  as sh a ll n e v e r  

b e  p u t  o u t .”  S o  it  h as b een  in  a  th o u sa n d  o th e r  

in sta n c e s , b e c a u se  th e  p a in  h a s b e en  b o rn e  in  th e 

r ig h t  s p ir it .

B u t  th e  p r im it iv e  C h r is t ia n  c o n c e p tio n  o f  th e  

C ro s s  w e n t d e e p e r  e v e n  th an  th is . P a u l  w ro te  to 

h is  G a la t ia n  fr ie n d s , “ I  am  in  a g o n y  fo r  y o u  till 

C l  • t b e  fo rm e d  in  y o u .”  H e  re a lise d  th at h e  w as 

c a lled  u p o n  to  c a r r y  th e  C ro s s  in  p a in  b o rn e  th at 

o th e  'S m ig h t  h a v e  l ife — th e l ife  o f  C h r is t lik e n e s s .

H e  c lo th es  h is  e x p re ss io n  o f  th is th o u g h t  in  w o rd s  

b o  w e d  f ro m  th e  re a lm  o f  m o th e rh o o d , s a y in g

f i j f V iV he cross and sattagraha f i/ g y



“ I  a m  b e a r in g  fo r  y o u  an  a g o n y  lik fe-W a^ 

b o rn e  b y  a  m o th e r  w h e n  s h e  g iv e s  l i f e  to  h e r  

c h i ld .”  H e  s e e s , th a t  is , th e  g r e a t  t ru th  th a t  a ll 

m o th e rh o o d , s in c e  it  in v o lv e s  c r e a t iv e  a g o n y  u n d e r ­

g o n e  th a t  l i fe  m a y  h a v e  b e in g  (a n d  w ith o u t  l i fe  

th e re  can  b e  n o  C h r is t l ik e n e s s  in  h u m a n ity ) , is  a  

r e a lis in g  o f  d iv in e  v a lu e s , a  b e a r in g  o f  th e  C r o s s .  

P a u l  is o fte n  s t ig m a t is e d  b y  s u p e r f ic ia l  th in k e r s  

a s  a  b e lie v e r  in  th e  s u b je c t io n  o f  w o m a n h o o d , 

b e c a u s e  ( fo rs o o th )  h e  g a v e  c e r ta in  ad hoc d ire c t io n s  

to  s u it  c o n d it io n s  in  th e  L e v a n t in e  c it ie s  o f  h is  

d a y . B u t  h is  c h o ic e  o f  la n g u a g e  in  th is  g r e a t  p r o ­

n o u n c e m e n t  r e g a r d in g  th e  d e e p e s t  p u r p o s e  in  h is  

l i fe  s h o w s  th a t  h e  r e c o g n is e s  th e  a u g u s t  a n d  e te rn a l 

s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  m o th e rh o o d , a n d  th a t  h e  h a s  le a rn t  

f r o m  m o th e rh o o d  its  e x p r e s s io n  o f  th e  fa c t  th a t  

s e r v ic e  o f  h u m a n ity  m e a n s  e s s e n t ia lly  c re a t iv e  

a n g u is h  v ic a r io u s ly  u n d e r ta k e n .

I t  is  o f  l i t t le  s ig n if ic a n c e  h o w  p a in  h a d  c o m e  

u p o n  P a u l ,  e ith e r  th r o u g h  to o  a r d e n t  d r iv in g  o f  

th e  m a c h in e r y  o f  h is  b o d y , o r  th r o u g h  s o m e  o b s c u re  

b r e a k d o w n  o f  h is  p h y s ic a l  w e l l- b e in g , o r  th r o u g h  

th e  d e lib e ra te  c h o ic e  o f  a  c o u rs e  in  l i fe  e n t a i l in g  

s u f fe r in g ,  as  in  th e  c a se  o f  F a t h e r  D a m ie n , w h o  

b e c a m e  a  le p e r  in  o r d e r  to  s a v e  th e  le p e r s . W h a t  v 

m a tte re d , fo r  P a u l  a n d  h is  fe l lo w s , a n d  fo r  u s  s t i l l  

to -d a y , is th e  m a n n e r  in  w h ic h  th e  p a in  w a s  a n d  

is  b o rn e , w h e th e r  o r  n o t  it  is  b o rn e  r e d e m p t iv e ly , 

a n d  c r e a t iv e ly , th a t  C h r is t  m a y  b e  fo r m e d  in  o th e rs .

[
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V v\ C.S& e a c h  f r e s h  p a n g  c a m e  to  th is  g r e a t  

N ^ a r g f ^ ie  p r a y e d  m o m e n t  b y  m o m e n t , “ L o r d ,  u s e  

th is , a n d  th is , a n d  th is , for them, to  se t  th e m  fr e e , 

to  m a k e  th e m  l ik e  T h y s e l f . ”  E a c h  s ta b  o f  p a in  se n t 

h im  b a c k  to  G o d  w ith  th is  p r a y e r . A s  h e  s u ffe re d , 

h e  h e ld  h is  f r ie n d s  u p  to  G o d  th r o u g h  h is  s u f fe r in g , 

a n d  th u s  h e  w o r e  h is  p a in  fo r  C h r is t  a n d  w ith  

C h r is t .  F i n a l ly  h e  b e c a m e  f u l ly  a w a re , e v e n  in 

im p  is o n m e n t  a n d  p h y s ic a l  b r e a k d o w n , w h e n  h e  

v. as c h a in e d  n ig h t  a n d  d a y  to  a  R o m a n  s o ld ie r , 

th a t h e  c o u ld  s e r v e  C h r is t  a c t u a l ly  b e tte r  u n d e r  

such, c ir c u m s ta n c e s  th a n  h e  h a d  e v e r  s e r v e d  H im  

m  th e  o ld  d a y s  w h e n  h e  ra n  o v e r  th e  e a r th  fo u n d in g  

h is  c h u r c h e s :  h e  c o u ld  s e r v e  C h r is t  b e tte r  so  

b e c a u s e  o f  h is  p a in , w h ic h  w a s  p a in  b o rn e  fo r  

C h r is t  a n d  w ith  C h r is t .  H e  c o u ld  s a y , “ I  fill u p  

t iie  s u f fe r in g s  o f  C h r i s t . ”  P a in - r a c k e d , im m o b ilis e d , 

h is  w o r k  fin is h e d  s o  fa r  as  o u tw a r d  a c t iv ity  w e n t , 

th e  a g e d  A p o s t le  k n e w  h im s e l f  to  b e  w o r k in g  fo r  

C h r is t  as  h e  h a d  n e v e r  w o r k e d  b e fo r e , b e c a u s e  h e  

v ■ b e a r in g  C h r i s t ’ s C r o s s  o f  p a in  fo r  o th e rs . I t  

"  a  c o m p le te  c a s e  o f  th e  t ra n s v a lu a t io n  o f  v a lu e s ;  

th e  le t te r  to  th e  P h i l ip p ia n s ,  in  w h ic h  h e  h a s  

' w n  s o m e t h in g  o f  th is  e x p e r ie n c e  fo r  a ll a g e s  

id , is b y  fa r  th e  g r e a t e s t  s in g le  a c t  w h ic h  P a u l  

c v c ' a c h ie v e d  fo r  C h r is t ,  e v e n  in  th a t  l i fe t im e  o f  

t ita n ic  e n e r g y .

w e  r e a d  th is  le t te r  w e  s h a re  w ith  P a u l  th e  

o f  a  s p ir itu a l  w o r ld -o r d e r  w r e s t l in g  w ith in
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\ Y v S ^ W e n  u n iv e r s e , n o t  fo r  h a p p in e s s , c o m fe r4 -e>4- 
> yS S S ^ b u t  fo r  C h r is t l ik e n e s s  o f  c h a r a c te r  in  h u m a n ity . 

W e  s e e  th e  w h o le  e a r th , a n d  th e  w h o le  h is t o r y  o f  

l i fe  u p o n  th e  e a r th , as  a  fa c t o r y  o f  C h r is t l ik e n e s s , 

w h e r e in  b y  a  lo n g  s lo w  p ro c e s s  C h r is t l ik e n e s s  h a s  

b e e n  d e v e lo p e d . A n d  th e  h e a r t  o f  th a t  p ro c e s s  is 

s u f fe r in g  b o rn e  v ic a r io u s ly . I t  is  a  p ro c e s s  s t r e tc h in g  

in  o n e  u n b r o k e n  m o v e m e n t  fo r w a r d  fr o m  th e  firs t  

a p p e a ra n c e  o f  p a re n ta l  s a c r if ic e  o n  e a r th , lo n g  b e fo re  

l i fe  e m e r g e d  fr o m  th e  se a s  u p o n  th e  la n d , g o in g  

fo r w a r d  to  C h r is t ’ s  p e r fe c t  s a c r if ic e  o f  G o lg o th a , 

a n d  p r o c e e d in g  th e n c e  to  o u r s e lv e s . I t  is  a  p ro c e s s  

in  w h ic h  e a c h  u n it  o f  h u m a n ity  is  c a lle d  to  jo in ,  

t h r o u g h  p a in  s e lf-c h o s e n  a n d  s e lf- e n d u r e d , fo r  th e  

s a k e  o f  o th e rs . A n d  it  is  s u m m e d  u p  in  P a u l ’ s 

g r e a t  w o r d s , “ L e t  th e  s a m e  p u r p o s e  b e  in  y o u  

w h ic h  w a s  in  C h r is t  J e s u s .  H e  s t r ip p e d  H im s e l f  

o f  H i s  g lo r y  a n d  to o k  on  H i m  th e  n a tu re  o f  a 

s la v e , a n d  e v e n  s to o p e d  to  d ie , y e s  to  d ie  th e  d e a th  

o f  th e  C r o s s ”  ( P h i l .  ii. 5 - 8 ) .

T h e  p r im it iv e  C h r is t ia n s  th u s  s a w  t h r o u g h  a n d  

b e y o n d  th e  h o r r o r  o f  p a in  to  a  r e a lm  w h e r e  p a in  

is  a  s a c ra m e n t , a  s h a r in g  o f  th e  s p ir i t  a n d  p u r p o s e  

w h ic h  s u s ta in s  th e  u n iv e r s e , a n d  w h e r e , m o re o v e r , 

p a in  is  th e  s u p r e m e  m e th o d  o f  c r e a t iv e  w o r k m a n ­

s h ip . T h e  C h r is t ia n s  o f  th a t  a g e  w e re  u n e a s y  a n d  

c o n s c ie n c e -g o a d e d  u n t il  t h e y  w e r e  b e a r in g  th e ir  

s h a re  o f  p a in  fo r  th e  r ig h t in g  o f  w r o n g  a n d  th e  

b u i ld in g  o f  C h r is t l ik e n e s s . T h e y  k n e w  t h e m s e lv e s

■ Go%x
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lfHE GENESIS 0F SATYAGRAHA

w a s  r e in v e s t ig a t e d , a n d  th e  a s s e s s m e n t , j 
d r fe e lc le a u c e d .  T o  N a t io n a lis t s  a ll  o v e r  th e  c o u n tr y  

th e  B a r d o l i  a f fa ir  c a m e  a s  o n e  m o re  p r o o f  o f  th e  

e x tr a o r d in a r y  e f f ic a c y  o f  th e  w e a p o n  o f  Satyagraha, 

g iv e n  d e te rm in a t io n  to  s u f fe r  e n o u g h  a m o n g s t  th o se  

p r e p a re d  to  u s e  th a t  w e a p o n .

T o w a r d s  th e  e n d  o f  1 9 2 9  th e  d e c is io n  w a s  

re a c h e d  th a t  th e  t im e  h a d  n o w  c o m e  to  u s e  th is  

sa m e  w e a p o n  in  a  fu l l- s c a le  e n d e a v o u r  to  g a in  

fre e d o m  fo r  I n d ia  f r o m  a lie n  c o n tro l, w ith  th e  

c o n s e q u e n c e s  w h ic h  h a v e  a lr e a d y  b e e n  n o t ic e d .

O n e  p ic tu r e  m a y  p e r h a p s  b e  g iv e n  o f  th e  w o r k in g  

o f  Satyagraha in  th e  c r is is  o f  th a t  s t r u g g le .  I t  is  

ta k e n  fr o m  a  le t te r  to  th e  Manchester Guardian in  

D e c e m b e r  1 9 3 0 :

“ A  m e m b e r  o f  th e  S o c ie t y  o f  F r ie n d s  l i v in g  in  

B o m b a y  h a s  g iv e n  u s  a n  a c c o u n t  o f  w h a t  s h e  h e r ­

s e l f  s a w  in  S e p te m b e r . I  g iv e  e x tr a c ts  w h ic h  s p e a k  

fo r  t h e m s e lv e s . “ O n  S e p te m b e r  1 7 t h  o r  1 8 t h  I  w a s  

on  a  b a lc o n y  o f  th e  th ir d  f lo o r  o f  a  h o u s e  n e a r  b y  

a n d  o p p o s ite  to  th e  T o w n  H a l l  in  B o m b a y , w h e r e  

an  e le c t io n  w a s  t a k in g  p la c e . T h e r e  w a s  a  la r g e  

n u m b e r  o f  p e o p le , b u t  q u ite  p e a c e fu l a n d  q u ie t ;  

a n d  th o se  b e lo n g in g  to  th e  C o n g r e s s  p a r t y  w e re , 

in  th e ir  u s u a l w e ll- o r g a n is e d  a n d  m e th o d ic a l  w a y , 

r e g u la t in g  th e  tra ffic , g u id in g  p e d e s t r ia n s  t h r o u g h  

c r o w d e d  p a r t s  a n d  d is p e r s in g  c r o w d s  w h e r e  th e y  

B e c a m e  to o  d e n s e  to  a l lo w  o f  s lo w  d r iv in g  t h r o u g h  

tB c m . O n e  o f  th e  m e n  so  e n g a g e d  w a s  s t r u c k  w ith

' G° ^ X



(*( S t  m h i b y  a  p o lic e  s e p o y ; h e  d id  n o t r e t a V a ^ ln o r  

■ ^ ; “~-:trtpye a w a y . T h e  se c o n d  t im e  h e  w a s  s t r u c k  T id m il 

~ T o  th e  g r o u n d . A g a in  h e  w a s  b e a te n . T w o  o f  the 

a m b u la n c e  m en  in  a tte n d a n c e  fe tc h e d  a  s tre tc h e r  

to  ta k e  h im  to  th e  a m b u la n c e  c a r , a s  h e  w a s  too  , 

m u c h  h u r t  to  w a lk  e v e n  w ith  th e ir  a id . A f t e r  h e  

h a d  b e en  lifte d  in to  th e s tre tc h e r  th e  s e p o y  a g a in  

s t r u c k  h im — a m an  a lre a d y  b a d ly  w o u n d e d — as 

h e  la y  th e re  b e in g  c a rr ie d  to  th e  car.

“ S o m e  w e e k s  p r e v io u s ly  ( I  am  s o r r y  I  fo rg e t  

th e  e x a c t  d a te) I  w a s  w a tc h in g  a sm a ll c ro w d  fro m  

a  b a lc o n y  a b o v e  a  s to re  in  on e  o f  th e  c h ie f  ro a d s  

o f  th e  c ity . T h e y  h a d  c o lle c te d  th e re  w h e n  it  

b e c a m e  k n o w n  th a t a r re sts  w e re  b e in g  m a d e  o f  

th e  p ic k e te rs . T h e s e  p ic k e te rs  d o  n o t in te r fe re  w ith  
th e  p e o p le  g o in g  in to  th e  sh o p s . . . .  A t  in t e r v a l  

th is  c ro w d  w a s  b ro k e n  u p  in  a  m o st  need], s ly  

b ru ta l w a y  w ith  lathis. . . . M a n y  p e o p le  w e re  

s e v e r e ly  h u r t  an d  h a d  to b e  ta k e n  a w a y  in  a m b u la n c e  

c a rs  to  th e  h o sp ita ls . O n e  m a n — a p e a c e a b le  c it izen  

w h o  d id  n o t b e lo n g  to  th e C o n g r e s s  m o v e m e n t n o r j 

h a d  a n y th in g  to  d o  w ith  th e  N a t io n a lis ts — w a s 

s e r v in g  in  h is  sh o p  o p p o s ite  to  a n d  a  fe w  y a r d s  

a w a y  fro m  th e  b a lc o n y  w h e re  I  w a s  w a tc h in g , 

a  lathi c h a rg e  w as  m a d e  a fe w  o f  th e  p e o p le  n< ire st  

h is  sh o p  w e n t  in to  it  to  g e t  o u t  o f  th e  w a y  o f  the 

se p o y s . A n  E n g l is h  se rg e a n t  e n te re d  th e  ;h o p , 

d r o v e  th e  p e o p le  o u t  w ith  h is  w h ip , a n d  sea re ly  > 
b e a t  th e o w n e r  o f  the sh o p  on  h is  o w n  p r e r

ii i  mBhn rfm------------------- —•- ... - ... m  . „:JSH  I
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as mere refuse in view of the glorious cikaJAeJ 
arftivity'which this sharing through pain in God’s purpose 
!,as opened up before him.

H i e  id e a lis m  o f  Satyagraha is  fu n d a m e n t a l ly  a  re ­

a ff irm a t io n  o f  th e s e  p r im it iv e  C h r is t ia n  c o n v ic t io n s .  

M r .  G a n d h i ,  a s  th e  t y p ic a l  Satyagrahi, h a s  r e a d  h is  

N e w  T e s t a m e n t  w it h  p r o fo u n d  e f fe c t .  H e ,  a n  

id e a lis t , is  a ls o  a n  a r c h - r e a l i s t ;  fo r  h e  h a s  h a d  th e  

g e n iu s  to  b r in g  t h e  id e a l is m  o f  th e  C r o s s  d o w n  to  

‘a r th , f r o m  th e  r e a lm  o f  m u s t y  t h e o lo g ic a l  d o g m a , 

a n d  to  d is c e r n  th a t  it  is  n o t  a  t h in g  o f  c r e e d s  a n d  

e c c le s ia s t ic s  b u t  a  w o r k in g  p r o g r a m m e  fo r  th e  

re fo rm  o f  c o n c r e t e  p r o b le m s  in  a  w o r ld  o f  b la ta n t  

r e a lis m .

f h i  e x t r a o r d in a r y  s u c c e s s  o f  the. Satyagraha o f  

1 9 3 0  is  a  s ig n  w h ic h  s h o u ld  b e  g r e e t e d  w it h  th e  

d e e p e s t  j o y  a n d  h o p e fu ln e s s  b y  a ll  C h r is t ia n s .  A s  

G ° s e  u n a r m e d  c r o w d s ,  o ld  m e n , y o u t h s ,  w o m e n , 

c 1!d. en  p r e s s e d  u p  to  th e  r a n k s  o f  th e  p o lic e  in  

d v  e a g e r  d e s ir e  t h a t  t h e y  m ig h t  s u f fe r  u n r e s is t in g ly ,  

f "  C r o s s  c a m e  b a c k  in  p o w e r  u p o n  e a r th — n o t  a s  

a  d o g m a , b u t  as  a  w o r k in g  p o l ic y .  A s  th e  p o lic e , 

d r iv e n  b y  a n  o d io u s  n e c e s s it y  to  u s e  th e  w e a p o n s  

1 "  a g a in s t  th e s e  p r o t a g o n is t s  o f  th e  s p ir i tu a l ,

' ‘ th e m  th e  s u f f e r in g  w h ic h  t h e y  d e s ir e d , th e  

V icto ry  ~r Satyagraha b e c a m e  a b s o lu t e ly  in e v ita b le .

• ‘ n d h i ’s  w o r d s  w e r e  p r o v e d  t r u e , “ N o  p o w e r  

• tii c a n  s ta n d  b e fo r e  th e  m a r c h  o f  a  p e a c e fu l ,

■ ' ■ ■ i u e d  a n d  G o d - f e a r in g  p e o p le .”  B u t  fa r  m o r e

I f  W  Ys'THE CROSS AND SATYAGRAHA fn i|5



. ! w a s  a c h ie v e d  th an  th e G a n d h i- I r w in  settlen ifenC or 

^ M a r c h  1 9 3 1 ,  a n d  th e  e v e n tu a l f r e e in g  o f  In d ia  

fro m  B r it is h  d o m in a tio n . W h a t  w a s  a c h ie v e d  w as  

th e  s e t t in g  u p  o n c e  m o re  u p o n  ea rth  o f  th e  E te r n a l  

C ro ss , th e  b r in g in g  o f  C h r is t ’ s m e th o d  an d  C h r is t ’ s 

m in d  in to  d ire c t  a n d  v ic to r io u s  c o n ta c t w ith  m o d e rn  

im p e r ia l a n d  n atio n a l p ro b le m s, o n  a  sc a le  o f  o p e ra ­

tio n  in v o lv in g  p o p u la t io n s  w h ic h  n u m b e r  in  a ll o n e- 

q u a r te r  o f  th e  h u m a n  ra ce .

T h e  w o r ld  can  n e v e r  b e  th e sa m e  a g a in  a fte r  th e 

s u c c e ss  o f  th is  m o v e m e n t. T h e  id e a lism  o f  th e  

C ro ss  is  d a n g e ro u s . I t  m a y  b e  m is in te rp re te d  an d  

m is a p p lie d . M r .  G a n d h i h im s e lf  p o in ts o u t the 

r isk s  th at m a y  a c c o m p a n y  th e  p o p u la r is in g  o f  

Satyagraha, i f  its  m e th o d s  a re  u s e d  fo r  p e tty  en d s 

a n d  in  a  p e tty  s p ir it . B u t  it  h as b e en  p ro v e d , o n ce  

fo r  a ll, on  th e  w id e s t  p o ss ib le  sc a le , th at a ll th in g s  ( 

a re  p o ss ib le  to  th o se  w h o  a re  p re p a re d  to  s u ffe r  i 

e n o u g h  fo r  th e  e n d in g  o f  p ain  a n d  w r o n g  a n d  fo r  

th e  e s ta b lish m e n t o f  t ru th  a n d  r ig h t .

S o m e  d a y  p e rh a p s  th e p e o p le s  o f  th e  W e s t  w ill  

re a lise  th e  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  w h a t  h a s h a p p e n e d , a n d  

w ill  le a rn  fro m  th e  E a s t  to  a p p ly  th e  m e th o d s  o f  

th e  C ro s s  to  th e  s o lv in g  o f  th e ir  o w n  g re a t  p ro b le m s, 

e s p e c ia lly  th e  p ro b le m  o f  in te rn a tio n a l w a r fa re . B u t  

at p re s e n t, it  is to  b e  fe a re d , w e  a re  to o  c o m fo rta b le , 

to o  w e ll o ff, too  w e ll fe d . A t  p re se n t  Satyagraha is 

lo o k e d  u p o n  in  th e  W e s t ,  in  sp ite  o f  th e  a s to u n d in g  

v ic t o r y  w h ic h  it  h a s  w o n , as r id ic u lo u s  a n d  u n d ig -

■ Go%x
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\ ^ ^ f c < # / o r k i n e - c l a 8 S  h e a r e r s ,  w h e n  t o ld  a b o b r 4 t ^  

■ 'i ia ra c te r ise  i t  a s  ‘ g r o w n - u p  s u l k s . ’ M o r e  e d u c a t e d  

a u d ie n c e s  r e g a r d  i t  w i t h  c o ld  d i s f a v o u r .  I t  is  to o  

e x o t ic ,  t o o  u n c o n v e n t io n a l— in  a  w o r d ,  to o  C h r is t ia n

fo r  u s .

B u t  s o m e  d a y  w e  s h a l l  a w a k e n  to  th e  s ig n i f ic a n c e  

w h a t  h a s  h a p p e n e d ,  a n d  b e g in  to  b e  C h r is t ia n  

•'T ain — t h a t  is ,  to  l iv e  a n d  w o r k  b y  th e  C r o s s .

■ "h a t  h a s  n o t  y e t  b e e n  fo u n d  in  th e  W e s t  is  

‘ m o ra l g e n iu s  o f  s u c h  c o m m a n d in g  s p ir i t u a l  p e r -  

o n a lity  a s  to  b e  a b le  to  u n it e  a n d  c o m b in e  th e

' u s o r g a n is e d  e f fo r t s  ( fo r  w o r ld  p e a c e )  in to  o n e  

h e lm in g  m o v e m e n t  o f  N o n - V io le n c e  w h ic h  

:h a ll b e  s t r o n g  e n o u g h  to  s w e e p  a w a y  o n  a  t id e  o f  

' • ; • ■ d  a p p r o v a l  t h e  o p p o s in g  f o r c e s . ” 1

G o d  s e n d  u s  t h a t  p e r s o n a l i t y  b e fo r e  it  i s  t o o  
la te .

1 C. F. Andrews* Mahatma Gandhi's Ideas, p. 349.

♦
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T h e  fo llo w in g  ex tra cts  fro m  a sp eech  d e liv e re d  b y  

M r .  G a n d h i to an  E c o n o m ic  S o c ie ty  at A lla h a b a d  
w ill se rv e  to  illu stra te  h is a ttitu d e  to w ard s  C h r is t  
an d  C h r is t ’s te a c h in g s :

Does economic progress clash with real progress?. . . 
The question we are asking ourselves this evening is not a 
new one. It was addressed to Jesus two thousand years ago. 
St. Mark has vividly described the scene. Jesus is in His solemn 
mood. He is earnest. He talks of eternity. He knows the 
world about Him. He is Himself the greatest economist of His 
time. He succeeded in economising time and space—He 
transcended them. It is to Him at His best that one comes 
running, kneels down, and asks, “Good Master, what shall 
I do that I may inherit eternal life?” And Jesus said unto 
him: Why callest thou Me good ? There is none good but one, 
that is God. Thou knowest the commandments. Do not 
commit adultery. Do not kill. Do not steal. Do not bear false 
witness. Defraud not. Honour thy father and thy mother. 
And he answered and said unto him, Master, all these have 
I observed from my youth. Then Jesus beholding him loved 
him, and said unto him: One thing thou lackest. Go thy 
way, sell whatever thou hast and give to the poor, and thou 
shalt have treasure in heaven. And come, take up the cross | 
and follow me. And he was sad at that saying, and went 
away grieved; for he had great possessions. And Jesus looked 
round about and said unto His disciples: How hardly shall 
they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God. And 
the disciples were astonished at His words. But Jesus answered 
again and said unto then., Children, how hard it is for them



< s ~ \
W  V i ] APPENDIX l n |

V in riches to enter into the kingdom of God.kJiJL-J
feasierJ for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than 
for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.

Here you have an eternal rule of life stated in the noblest 
words the English language is capable of producing. But the 
disciples nodded unbelief, as we do even to this day. To him 
they said, as we say to-day: “But look how the law fails in 
practice. If we sell all and have nothing, we shall have 
nothing to eat. We must have money or we cannot even be 
reasonably moral.” So they state their case thus—And they 
Were astonished out of measure, saying among themselves: 
W ho then can be saved? And Jesus looking upon them said, 
With men it is impossible, but not with God, for with God 
all things are possible. Then Peter began to say unto him: 
“Lo, we have left all and have followed thee.” And Jesus 
answered and said, “Verily I say unto you there is no man 
that has left house or brethren or sisters, or father or mother,

, or wife or children, or lands for My sake and the Gospel’s 
but he shall receive one hundredfold, now in this time houses 
and brethren and sisters and mothers and children and land, 
and in the world to come eternal life. But many that are first 
shall be last and the last, first.”

You have here the result or reward, if you prefer the 
term, of following the law. I have not taken the trouble of 
copying similar passages from the other non-Hindu scriptures, 
and I will not insult you by quoting, in support of the law 
stated by Jesus, passages from the writings and sayings of our 
own sages, passages even stronger, if possible, than the 
Biblical extracts I have drawn your attention to. . . . In so 
far as we have made the modern materialistic craze our goal, 
so far are we going downhill in the path of progress. I hold 
that economic progress in the sense I have put it is antagonistic 
to real progress. Hence the ancient ideal has been the limita­
tion of activities promoting wealth. This does not put an end

i/V?* ‘ ®°5n .



• V C^all-material ambition. We should still have, as w p t i fe , 
x^^aj^ys had, in our midst people who make the pursuit or 

"wealth their aim in life. But we have always recognised that 
it is a fall from the ideal. It is a beautiful thing to know that 
the wealthiest among us have often felt that to have remained 
voluntarily poor would have been a higher state for them 
That you cannot serve God and Mammon is an econom 
truth of the highest value. We have to make our choice. 
Western nations are to-day groaning under the heel of the 
monster god of materialism. Their moral growth has become 
stunted. They measure their progress in £  s. d. , . . I would 
have our leaders teach us to be morally supreme in the world. 
This land of ours was once, we are told, the abode of the 
Gods. It is not possible to conceive Gods inhabiting a land 
which is made hideous by the smoke and the din of mill 
chimneys and factories and whose roadways are traversed 
by rushing engines. . . .

We need not be afraid of ideals or of reducing them to' 
practice even to the uttermost. Ours will only then be a 
truly spiritual nation when we shall show more truth than , 
gold, greater fearlessness than pomp of power and wealth, 
greater charity titan love of self. If we wili but clean our 
houses, our palaces and temples of the attributes of wealth 
and show in them the attributes of morality, we can oii'er 
battle to any combinations of hostile forces without hat big 
to carry the burden of a heavy militia.

Let us first seek the Kingdom of God and His righteou 
ness, and the irrevocable promise is that everything will b 
added to us. These are real economics. May you and 
treasure them and enforce them in our daily life.1

* Quoted in Speeches an d W ritings o f M . K. Ja n d h i, pp. 286 ff.
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