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. TRARUN oN THE RuD-1-BivaBinw.
(From a Sketch by the Author.)










| mTRobﬁOTION,'

To Iovem of Nature a desert ever presents pecuhar
;faséinatmn, and those who have once come under 1ta
il Mapell can seldom free themselves from the longing to Ieavo
the ca?owded hlghwa,ys of civilization and return agam
‘to the untrodden regions of the silent wilderness. :
”*In his “ Frontlers of Baluchistan’’ the author furmshes
us wﬂ:h many choice sketches of the desert and desert
hfe painted in life-like colours, and with a fidelity such
as none but a true child of the desert can attain to. f
Wlnle one portion of the work deals with the vast
desert which lies between Quetta and Persia, a wxldetneqa
which Nature appears from time immemorial to have i
determined should never be anything else, the other '
‘,&nd' la.rgér portion describes that strangely interesting ‘
cOuntry of Seistan, which Nature has bounteously =
':v‘,éndowed with every gift of water and soil, and which !
' has become a desert by man’s own handiwork and
‘5 “folly.
- The vast ruins, which everywhere in the latter regxon
testlfy to a pa.st prosperity and civilized population,
both lpng since gone, gwe to the silence of the barren







Kuahalga,rh on the Indus, I reta,m a very
press:on, for I rode each day’s stage along the fronﬁmr
oad on my pony, while my mother and & very small
si&te ‘_‘tra.velled in a doolie carried by boarers. At Kw
hﬁlg&u‘h we chartered two wide-beamed vessels mannad
ﬂq-rsmen, on. whlch temporary dwellings had been
eracw&’ one for oumelves and the other for our serva.nm

‘Epony.: The tedium of our long journey dov

nver_ wa& broken by stoppages at several pomts




o ‘*West the Iofty mountain ba.mer Beyon ‘tlw‘
| mountains lay a mysterious land of which very little was
own. An occasional Indian explorer had a.t txmes;"
ith considerable risk, brought back. sca.:nty thuughk il
valmable geogxa,phmal iuformation, and the yea.rlyk"“‘
-‘ zoaravans ‘of Afghan traders alone gave an. melght mto}fk;; i
“'”:a.ﬁmrs “ at the back of ’beyond udbit | L
i Life in the small frontier ca,ntonments in those days ;
‘j‘“ﬁia.s full of incident as the homes of the warlike a.ndf-, i
 independent border clans in some aases lay within easy
| reach of our mﬂxbary sottlements, and at times when a i
 spirit of unrest was abroad it was unsafe to go unarmed.

‘ g'I'he condmons of our daily existence exercised an

. ‘Lwﬂuence on my small mind, swhich was kept alive by

the gmat camps of Povindah Afghans which we met,

on our voyage down the river to the point where it W
iomed by the five rivers of the Punjab. These camps

| were composed ‘of women and lads whose husbands and L
fathers ‘had gone further into India on business intent. L
Asa rule, however, the vicinity of these camps was

; ;avoxded by us, as we were too weak a party to &eoepb

iy a,ny risks from such unruly folk '




is memorable jaumey, and ma.ny of my holxda,y :
pent within mght of the mountains to the west of
the Ihdus. Then, again, later on I crossed the bamer,
and the old fascination came over me with redoubled
| strength and it has held me in a grip which no ha.rdahlps
o have been able to loosen. For a series of years ‘the
§,‘Frontleer of Baluchistan—and, as my friends of Kharan
| uaod to tell me, the desert—was my “home” for the»“j f
\f_: greater part of each year. Though at intervals this
. connection has been “temporarily interrupted, yet the
i b fwsoma,tlon of the desert has again and again drawn me
' : “ u'remstlbly back to it——inexplicable though that fascma-
_ tion has been to many of my friends. Ol

It is not possible to analyse this feeling nor deﬁne it
_in exact terms. Something is due to the freer and more Iy

“ .simple, if strenuous, existence, and a good deal also to
. the fact that when I made the acquaintance of these
. tracts they were to a very large extent either imperfeotly
o ‘or not at all known. Contact with the rude inhabitants
L revaaled an utterly unexplored field for research in the
| *Vfolk-lore and tribal legends, with which I became con~
o versant over the camp fires, or in lonely bivouacs among
. the hills. The presence of an. mmgmﬁcant explorers‘@,
g retmue excited no fears in the minds of the people, nor
was.thgre any object to be gained by the assumption of |
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paasmn, and in Selstan, its tmces of former greatness, Yl

‘éuyggestmg dreams of revived prosperity in a happier

future.

. Lord Curzon, in his monumental work on Persm, has‘
referred to Seistan as a region “where a political crisis s
a.lways possible and sometimes acute, and where the Indian
frontler questmn emerges as a formidable factor in the
mtua,tlon. The note of warning which Lord Curzon
_gounded was mainly designed to call attention to the
exte,pmon of Russian influence southwards, and the /
attractions which Seistan might be supposed to offer to
that power as a strategic base. In this connection the
Persian problem has been materially modified by the
Anglo-Russian Convention of August, 1907, wherein the
south-eastern corner of Persia is recognised by Russm ‘to
be what, for want of a better phrase, may be termed a;,i
British sphere of influence ; but the triple borderland
. embracing northern Baluchlstan, southern Afghanistan,

' ;md parts of Tastorn Persia, must always be of importance

" in relation to our Indian Empire.

It is not for me to undertake any discussion of the‘
problems presented by this region in its political relations.
But a description of the experiences of one whose duties
have taken him off the beaten track of trade and travel,
t;ogether with some account of the country and its people
a8 revealed by those experiences, may not be umnterestmg, .
‘and at the same time will, I would hope, form a useful |




ars a.g‘o. The despa,teh of a xmssmn to Persm. in 1807

ve the pomt of pa.rtwula,r mterest about the missxop

M

th it were associated efforts to increase ouwr




ormi g the 3ournqx, s0 long ds it was posmblé ‘
the guise of Musaulman pﬁgmms, Chnstle :

‘ nlnd , Crossing fhe river, continued his marchtoHerat where _,' N
he tu;med west and journeyed to Yezd and Isf&ha,nr At f“ i
' the last mamed place he was rejoined in’ June by-f T
YPottmger, who had passed south-west and west from
Nushki leawng Jalk on the north and msﬁnng bothf“;‘
Kirmin and Sheeraz, i
( Two-thn‘ds of a century later two other Brl’ash o:ﬂicerS,‘ o ‘
Colonel . M. Ma,cGregor and Captain R. B. Lockwood, =
ma.de their way from the coast northwards, and passed i
along the eastern side of the Mashkel Hamun to near the
ea.stern end of the Gaud-i-Zireh; then turning west they
paséed south of the lake bed to Shah—Goda,r near the pre-
_sent meeting-place of the British, Persian, and Afghan il
fron‘hers. Both officers' returned east to Jacobabad, but
by dxﬁerent routes, Lockwood passmg through Nushh
while MacGregor followed a more southerly route. - S
To this day worn scraps of paper, beanng in faded G
chn.moters the handwriting of these two gall&gt oﬂioem,




THE GREAT CHAPAR KUH.

A stupendous outerop of limestone ove;looking the Trade Route, and
South of Chagai Fort,

v






‘ gfo‘ dowill 0f the two g'reat freeboofmg ehmftmhs; amd
wheu the’iheads of 'bhe, small tribes which dwelt in the"'e
muntry followad the lucmtlve n.nd honomable profess.ion |
‘ of gmdes to the raxdmg partaes, mamtauung a f&r»remchmg i
““system of intelligence, by which they were kept informed
of all ma.tter which affected their profession or uould ,
! ‘ma ke the1r serviges of greater value to their patrons,
| The profession of a freebooter was one in which aman

i of long and honourable pedigree might engage. I’etty“"
i theft was re;:sa,rded as utterly vile. A few broken men, V
i _'outcasts from their tnbes, lurked in parts of the desert, |
and were not above pilfering from caravans, bab othelfw'se
‘there was nothing to be feared, except from &Ttackéw’by
i orgamsed bands of raiders on the war path. The meétmg‘?
of two parties in the desert was always a matter for,
caution on either side. One or two persons from eaéh “
1 party baving laid aside their weapons, if on a pea,ceful,
‘errand, would advance, and after the long-drawu—out i "
formnla. of Baluch greetmgs, state the reason of their L
preaenca, whence they came and whither they ]ourneyed \
| '1.‘0 the ordinary observer there are no striking dﬁerences ES
the scanty dress of the nomads by which it is posmble‘ i
to ‘dlstmgul‘sh ‘the people of one district from those of = ‘
é.hbther. ,Yet such differences do exist, and in the da.ys b
' before British influence rendered the tracks of the desert
‘ fa.r safer than the streets of London, it was very necessamy”;
to learn wherein the differences lay. By means of themit




very‘ oftan thls declded the queshon whethe‘t‘
ere hkely to prove enemies or friends. ‘
One thmg to observe was the shape of the hea,d-gea,r-—-— ‘

. the felt cap of Seistan, for example, being quite distinct
| from the ﬁne pomted cap and blue turban of the Barech

tribe of the Helmand and Shordwak. At a well or spring

tﬁhe guide’s duty was to examine the ground carefully for
| traces of previous visitors. Or on the ‘march, where a
‘trall crossed the path and revealed the. presence of a party
‘ hamng traversed the former, it was useful to be able to -
locate the place or district to which those who left their
. twaces belonged. This it was possible to do by the prints ‘
‘ of the sandals worn by the members of the party. By
_the spoor of the camels it was plainly evident whether
| those animals had travelled under loads, or whether they
‘had been ridden—whether, that is to say, the party was |
on a peaceful errand or on the war-path.
| It was iinpoxjtant to know these details in the old days,

as on such knowledge not only one’s comfort, but one’s . :
 gafety, very largely depended. Horrible stories were told ‘
‘over camp fires of revengeful murders in the balancing of
blood feuds; and of the means adopted to render it
ijxhlikély that captives taken and enslaved should ever
. degire to return to their homes. In 1891 I saw two pillars
.‘:f\ iof ‘earth that were declared to contain the remains of two
. men who had been tied to stakes and entombed alive:
. These men had been the owners of a couple of exceedinglyv”\
. " fine asses which were coveted by the chieftain of their
, _tribe. The simplest way of satisfying desire was to take




; tﬂ what lengths thwarted ambmon vmuld l;e i:,'kely ﬁo;
ca.rry the K’ haran chleftam. b i




KUH-I-TAFTAN (FROM NEAR LADIS).

A dormant voleano, the peaks of which attain to elevations of about 13,000 feet above sea
level.  This imposing landmark dominates the western portion of the desert of Baluchistan. =
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' ‘un, the fa.vounte of Azlm Khan.
Ll e foud caused by this barbarous act desolated the i
i Mashkel disthict, and closed all traffic in the western
‘portion of the desart Azad Khan, however, was too
/ atrong for hls enemles, who, though numerous, lacked his

- energy and a.bility The Kharan chieftain was, indeed,
_in many waya a very remarkable man. At the tun&
- of his death, in 1885, he was said to be a hundred
and ﬁve years old. 1In his prime he had been possessed
of enormous strength Men said he could cause the
. bars of a new horse-shoe to meet by compressmg
them in one hand, or break it by drawing the bars
aaunder with both. At the time of his deatlf; owing
to the infirmities of age, he had to be lifted into.
the saddle when he rode abroad. Once in the sa.ddle,
however, he qould still ride long distances, and was able
"td fire younger men without serious inconvenience to

)  himself.

k . 'With Azad Khan passed away the last of the Baluch

; 'ch;efta}ns of the old school, During his long life he had

 seen many changes take place. In 1839 he had taken the

) pa.rt of the popular party who were opposed to the
“iiominee whom we had placed on the throne of Kalat, and
~ had led the forces of the malcontents which threatened
Quetta. in 1840. The Khiran men were present at

lg‘v‘Mg.x‘wand also, forty years later, and with the spoils of




; :Azad Khan died there were sugpicions  in - some
' quarters that he had been removed by hm eldest son,

reins of authority long enough. Howewr this may have
been, Azad’s possesgions were duly divided between his
eldest son and Azim Khan, the former dwelling in the

_ mountain stronghold of J alwar,

i u&mm Khan was a firebrand. He resembled his father no
ess in his ambitious nature than in his physical strength
i "a,.nd courage, and it is, perhaps, not surprising that he was

“‘ -;regarde& with susplemn by his elder broﬂher, who at last

i servmea, and in course of time no one had auch mﬁuﬂnae\} i
‘with his master as the amenable Jamok. Now whenrf'

' the present chief, who thought his father had held the

new fort in Kharan, and the latter in the pmturesqua i

| As might be surmised from his raid against Mir Sa.blk, ‘

became possessed with the idea that Azim Khan was) o
j plot’rmg his overthrow and intended to seize the Kha,na,te. L
o Hls suspicions, which appear to have had some ba,sm 111 g




Azim Khaon, But Amm Khan was not an easy man to

and great bodily strength rendered his removal a most
dangerous undertaking. It was necessary to have recourse
%o treaehery and to find the traitor. After some time
- Jamok was approached and in the end he was suborned
to make away with his patron.
/ The plains outside the gorge in which the fortress of |
‘ J»Mwa,r iy situated abound in gazelle, and the ground being
open and also sandy, the method of hunting them is to
approach on a riding camel and ecircle round the amm,als :
. until the hunter arrives within range. Azim Khan Wa,s ‘
) pmssionately devoted to this sport, the more so as time
“ 'wént .on, and the growing influence of the British
) Govertiment made it more and more dangerous to murder
ﬁé’dblé openly. One day he and Jamok (who always uéed?
to accompany him) sallied out of Jalwar on one of these ‘
lmntmg expeditions. Jamok never returned, but later on
Azim Khan made his way back wounded to death. The
tale that was told was to the effect that as soon as the two
«  men had reached the open country and found themselves

alone, Jamok let his patron get a little way in front and
. then shot him in the back, afterwards taking to flight.
. Khirin, of course, was no place for him, and, in 1890, he
 was said to be living in Sind or Las Bela.

The guides who led the raiding parties in the old days
 were useful persons to the travellers who explored the
~ desert. Becure as they were in the support of ome or
. other of the leading chiefs, he would have been a bold

gat rid of. He was of great stature, and his courage o




anly beeu f,oo fnghtened to leave the | mmed |
; ty&r:'of the caxiiptu,look forthem‘,f:\ f
mthar of these guidea, Tdo the Mamesem
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LURI MUSICIANS. i

Luris are the gypsies of Western Baluchistan.

They combine a knowledge of working in iron and other
metals, of surgery in some cases, with music, and less reputable means of livelibood, :
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‘ it y
. v-‘vxetm:\s every day‘to satlsfy Lts maa,tiable appehte. quen
, to ‘despair the inhabitants had recourse to a certain re-j“;“
o _'ohiBe famed for his piety, and prayed him to deliver: 1:,1},@;111
from thls scourge. The holy man undertook the task, and
with Dlvme agsistance, but after a severe conﬂmt, he
overcame and slew the dragon. ‘ b
This saint is styled Balanosh, or the it Remov*&fr of the
; Calamity.”” A shrine dedicated to him is situated within
_a narrow and gloomv valley, and the size of the shrme, s
and the vast accumulation of ew-voto offerings, testify t0
the value set by the people on his assistance ir all tlmés
: f stress. ‘A narrow fissure in the hills beyond the Li]jl
;nprmg is pomted out; still as the site of the dragon’s lair,
* Formerly, the story goes, it was much larger, but after
the monster had been destroyed Balanosh caused th
acoursed spot to be closed and well-nigh obliterated. All .
around the forbidding appearance of the valleys, and the
frowmng cliffs of splintered rocks that overlook the water-
less ravine, lend themselves to tales of horror, and the
~ wonder is that more are not in circulation. '
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way betWeen those fawo places 3 thé Lora Ha.mun,

. altitude 2700 feet, ‘which Hes just south of the Afgha,ﬁ
mnmer-‘ the Hamun of the Mashkel, altitude 1700

on ’Glhe Persian frontier of Baluchmtan and la,st"




LORA DEFILE—=MY CAMP BELOW THE NARROWS.
&



| ubmr('. a dnmn mﬂes be},ow Burj, is the\ i
‘.: Gfrwt bé”ulders crop up in the bed, and the
r ﬂows in altemate reaches of still, deep pools and
l}h‘ low runs. At every few hundred yards premp:tons
qmrs deﬁc«and to the water’s edge, and on thig account
b is necessary for the traveller frequently to cross the
“river. Wl
‘ Dtmng that wmten (1886-7) I was camped below the
a,rmws, and one day sent my camp some six or seven
miles down stream, in intending myself to follow later.
everal hours on the hills, where I had been delayed !
the successful stalk of a fine ibex, T and my men
ewchad the river ba.nk in the dusk of a winter’s day. As
ere were no signs of our horses there was nothing to be
o d Va‘bntto wade. Choosing those places where the water
‘wa,a most broken, as bemg shallow, I and my guide, a
 stalwart Afghan levy, entered the water, arm in arm,
‘iOllOWed by my men. The loops were small; and no
 sooner were we out of the water than we had to enter it
| again alittle lower down. Tt was the end of December, |
‘ '»ia:nd; already snow had fallen on the higher summits. The
~ water was nearly waist-deep and icy cold, and after many
;“;waasmgs one of the men gave up and said it was im-
‘ \m“ble for him to go farther, !
‘A.‘},ﬂre wag lit and a bivouac formed in a sheltered spob,
: W thm we dried our ga.rments and prepared to pa,u the

Y




mgh'b Before, hmvever, we had se%d down we wem

 hailed by some one across the river. The country borea
very@bad name and much caution was necessary, but as
the shouts were repeated the voices were recognised as
those of the Jamadar of the Levies. He had brought
horses to take us into camp. We therefore mounted, and
leaving the other men with some levies as an escort to
follow in the morning, rode down stream to camp. The

noteworthy fact is that altogether the river was forded no =~

fewer than twenty-nine times in the course of a journey of
only half-a-dozen miles.

Qompared with the gloomy defile of the Lora the
district of Shorawak, with its open fields and villages
' along the middle reaches of the river, was a most welcome
relief. Soon after passing this district, where I stayed
for some ten days, the Lord breaks up into a multitude of
shallow channels, which meander through a wide alluyial
tract to the north and west of Nushki before they ﬁné,lly
disappear in the Hamun, to which the river gives its nanie.
The Lori Hamun is situated on a curious plateau, the
exact features of which it is impossible to study, as they
are largely concealed by heavy accumulations of sand.
The Hamun is 600 feet higher than the Helmand at its
eastern elbow.

In the winter of 1887, and again in 1889 I visited
‘Khara.n and the country around the Mashkel Hamun.
On the latter occasion, during the winter of 1889-90, the
work extended to the Kuh-i-Safed, in Persian territory,
and on the return journey to Kharan a route was taken’
which led the party round by the palm groves of Ladga.sht



OF THE LORA RIVER.

ABOVE SHORAWAK.
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s “These: depdms resemble very closely thoae at the‘ \
_ northerr. end of the Ranm of Cutch. The sceno they

present, a8 fixed in my memory, is a remarkable one.

Imagme a sheet of glittering white stretching away

 from your, feet into a shimmering, dancing mirage that

i commences a few yards away and which in its turn shades
' .'~ ‘mto the blue sky overhead. At a short distance a twig
‘ three or four inches long sticking out of the crust looks
like & bush, and a collection of such twigs like a plantation
. fringing what look like clear blue pools and lakelets of
i ‘wa.tér. A wandering gazelle crossing the line of vision is
0 magnified at two hundred yards almost to the size of a
camel, and at any range beyond is lost in the mirage 3
head body and legs are distorted, and, separated as they
b a,ppear to be from each other, move as if impelled by a
} supernatural volition, : .
“ﬁ‘he crust of the deposit is three or four inches in
 thickness and contains a very large proportion of salt.
Caravans come from long distances to collect the salf, and
elaborate formalities are observed in connection with.the
 task, the whole tract being regarded as holy ground under
 the lmmedmte protection of the Pir Sultin. ‘
Plr Sultin Weis, to give him his full title, is a powerful
wsa,mt after whom has been named the great voleanic
- mountain, Kuh-i-Sultin, which rises away to the north of
the Mashkel Himun. The story told to me was that when
 the saint’y life drew to a close the mountain opened with

a burst of flame and engulfed the holy man. He is
o c2 :




iittent roar of bzg dmms, n.nt] wlnch bo’ﬁh wn office
1 ‘ﬂm %olog.mal Survey and myself, occupymg camps
mveml miles apart, ‘heard mmultameously m 1&99, 133
: 'Mmmonly said to be his state music. 1y
|| o this saint, then, the salt deposits of tho Mﬁshlml
Himw have been dedicated. Altogether they extend
over an area of several square miles, but the salt i mostly
drawn. from n plot about two hundred yards in dmmoter, L
which is regarded and most r@hgwusly respeeted as holy
ground. Roughly in the centre of this plot is a smaﬂl\
group of tiny puddles of brine resting in the mequa.litms

. of the orust, and a rude stake of Tagaz wood marks the
 Langar-i-Sultan, or shrine of Sultan. About a mile

away i8 a larger ziarat, or shrme, where the caravans

that is, & sanctuary——a most useful place in that country
not go very long ago.

When a party of traders come to fetch salt they ﬁrst
perform their devotions at the shrine, and propitiate the
saint with oﬁenngs, and then proceed to draw lots to see
which of their number shall be privileged to enter the
sacred area and collect the salt. The lea,der, or some L
other member of the party who is looked up to as being
pious above his fellows, holds the twigs by which the

the right (that is, the shortest) twig into the hands of e
the most fitting man for the duty to be performed. Nove

halt, and this also has the advantage of being Baﬁ& Gl

choioe iy determined, Pir Sultan being supposed to guide “



ma ma,y mter the re%rve& space. It is he wh()‘.‘ y
reaks ‘ﬁhe salt orust into pieces, which are then pﬂed*‘
baskets, or are earned away in the cloaks of the

L ‘fd’vf'oured man’s companions—though neither baskets nor
‘ jcloaks can be brought inside the sacred area.

All the ru,)fes governing this procedure are very strictly
observed and on the journey on which the deposits first

_eame under my notice, the death of two or three camels

and a horse belonging to me, before we reached Khéran,
was generally attributed to my having removed lumps of

. the deposit in an impious and unauthorised fashion.

By the time I reached Khardn, and from that place had

Jjowrneyed to Kalat, the summer had set in. The change

from the arid and blistered plains of Kharan, to the upland

valley of Kalat, was most welcome. The fruit trees of
 the orchards were covered with masses of blossoms. In
‘the fields, lucerne and cereals were sprouting, and the land

a8 green with verdure, and gay with wild flowers. The
' was delightfully cool and pure—a vast change from
the dust-laden and parched atmosphere of the Kharan
plains. ’

A queer character I met with on this journey (that of

1889*90) was the commandant of the so-called army

mamtamed by the ruler of Kharan, Hewas also ex-officio

| ba.ndmaater, the musicians being slave boys, who played

their instruments in the intervals between other duties.

This officer of many parts enjoyed the title of Major. He

~ was, I found, a native of the United Provinces of India—

and, T shrewdly suspect, a converted Hindu—one of the

 very few who saved their lives by abjuring their faith on




tlme to abaut 103. aterhng seixt him' awwy qmbe rhappy]‘

when 1 wished him good-bye at Khiran,
I was half-way up the pass which Ted to the plateau,

my way to Kalat, when I was Jomed by one of the slave. i
musicians, who had deserted from the Khirdn “army.”

. He had been followed by two or three menwseveral bands
‘had been sent in all directions to capture him-~and joined

‘my earavan, imploring my protection, as he had heard
that any slave entering the camp of a British officer was
free at once. Knowing what the unfortunate wretch
would have to face if taken back to Khiran, I refused to
give “him up to his pursuers, saying I would hand him over
to the authorities at Quetta. This refugee had queer
ltOrles 1o tell of life in the desert and in Khardn, bub as“
he was a hostile witness these needed to be largely dis-
counted. Even if half of what he told was true, deads
were commonly committed of the blackest description.
The lad was very anxious to visit India, and when I gave
h1m a few rupees, as we were nearing Quetta, he took the
hint and conveniently msappaared I never saw him
again, i i )

This chapter of stray experiences would not be complete
without reference %6 the fine strain of hunting-dogs bred
by one or two notable characters in the Kharin country.

As a rule, game is far from plentiful. A Baluch or
Afghan graveyard, or ziarat, is usually a very good guide
as to the game that exists in the neighbourhood. Trophies
of the chase are the usual ez-voto offerings at these places,



1 ,déﬁert‘;are” onhnously free from such oﬂermgs The 5  .

, paeple, moreover, are t0o inert and too poor to be keen.

hunters. Powder and lead originally were very costly and
used to be reserved for serious occasions, so that in general
there may be said to have been mneither the opportumty'
nor the means for indulgence in sport. ‘

. Ido, the Mamassem, the ex-guide, of whom mention has :
 been made, is, however, a very keen sportsman. His
position now-a-days as an officer in the Border Levies
gives him the command of a certain supply of a,mmunitioh,v
but even in his unregenerate days he was famous as a
. mighty hunter, and his hounds possessed and still possess

a very fine strain of blood, and are as celebrated as their
. master.
- In 1899 I was met by Ido at Amir Chah, as he wished
t0 ghow me what his hounds could do. About sixteen
ailes to the west of Amir Chah there is an extent of
gravel-strewn desert where gazelle are very plentiful, and
thither Ido and I made our way with a ragamuffin depend-
ent of the former leading the two hounds, one of which
was a bitch, There was nothing in the appearance of
the animals that was at all striking. Covered with
tattered felt coats they slouched along with their tails
 between their legs, looking just an ordinary pair of dogs,
if anything a trifle undersized, but with clean-cut limbs
and muscles clearly visible under the fine skin. The close
- coat, which at a distance was barely visible, was a dark
ashen grey, shading off inside the limbs and along the
‘belly.




© fm&h‘slot of & deér. When wel ‘wea*e close. *to Zeh, the

pronounced to be only a few minutes old. The dogs wem{
?lstmpped and Ido’s ragged dependent led them amy on‘ i
the trail on leashes, one in either ha.nd ' When the tracks i “_‘,‘«
“seemmd to indicate that the gazalla was not far off, &ha it

| dogs were slipped and, having ma,de g'ood the went roused,
ﬂm quarry. :

. dune to await the chase. That was the only galloping
 ground, and Ido assured me the deer would head for it

sand hills, Sure enough, shortly after we had takan up
' our position the chase came in sight. The gazelle, with
| jts horns laid back on its neck, was racing for its life, with
| the two dogs level with its shoulders, the bitch on the
‘mear and the dog on the far side. As the three animals
flashed past, about two hundred yards away, the dog made

a feint. at the buck, which swerved shghtly to avoid it.

. In an instant the bitch had seized it, and deer and dogs .
~ were hidden in a.vélo‘ud of dust on the plain. Before the
. deer could rise or struggle the dog' also gripped it, and
‘between them both the animal was pinned to the ground.

. Om our arrival the dogs were taken off, The deer was
killed and rendered lawful food by its throat being cut.

. Coats were promptly put on the dogs and the latter were

nﬂm of a buck gazelle crogsed our path, which was

' In the meantime we pushed on, till on the aut.-»ji‘:s‘
skirts of the plain of Zebh a halt was made on & low

- ag soon ag he found he could not shake the dogs off in the W



!
almost Jmpossibla to recogniae them as the swme a.nimash ‘

o

‘ grown buck gazelle. i

i;h ocoa.amna,l bones composed the diet on which the :
honnda were kept % For,” said Ido, * if I fed them ag you
gentlameu do your dogs, mine would soon be fat and use-
less,” He only kept a pair at a time. The htbers he
dék‘!ﬁmyéd He had a high opinion of his dogs, and any
~ person to whom he gave a pup a.cqun'ed no little prestxgb‘ :
in the country, since the recipient of such a gift must
obviously rank very high in Ido’s estimation.

16644

: ‘ftha.t‘had a short tlme prenously ran down a young full~ ‘ ‘

eces of unleavened bread and a little shmmed nulk e



CHAPTER I

|| ALONG THE AFGHAN FRONTIER.

| TMhe Afghan Border-—Indo-Afghan Boundary Commission under Major
A, H. McMahon-—Experiences during progress of ‘delimitation across
the desert—The Malak Dokand—Herds of wild asses at Seindak-—
|| Night March to the Shela—We lose our wator—A. trying experience—
| Bxtremes of temperatures at Gudar-i-Shah—~A desert formed by &
| change in course of the Helmand--Brine pools, due to continuous
| evaporation—Comparison between the Shela and the Luni River in
. Western | Rajputang — Kuh-i-Malik  Siah Noza-i-Sultdn, one of
Nature's curiosities—Famous spring, pools at Manzil—A desolate and
s I yepulsive spos, o 0L it

& result of the Durand Mission to Kabul in 1898,
various boundary commissions were set to work todehxmt :
what has come to be known as the Dumndlanew&h@
nﬁbr‘.between Tndis and Afghanistan as defined inithe
 agreement which Sir Mortimer Durand concluded wﬂ:h the
~ Amir Abdur Rahman. To Sir Henry (then Captain A. H.)
. McMahon was entrusted the task of surveying and demar- “
cating, jointly with an Afghan Commission, the southern
~ mection of the frontier, stretching from Domandi, a village G
_on the Gomal River due west of Dera Ismail Khan, west- iy
’wa»i'ds to the Malik Siah Kuh, the southern limit of the
Perso-Afghan frontier. The length of the boundary to be
 fixed was gomething like eight hundred miles, amd‘th:e work
. oceupied altogether more than a couple of yea.rs, from
| April, 1894, to May, 1896. L




acwmpame& by Cap’cam "y Mmekenzm, R. E., as sur;ey
officer, and four other British officers acting in various

| capacities. A military escort numbered o hundred and
“ “ﬁfty infantry and sixty cavalry, and the total Brmsh,- :
 following, including contingents from friendly tribes,
“‘Jifa;mounted to little if anythmg short of a thousand men

the Afghan Commissioner, Sardar Gul Mahommad Kha.n,
| a near relative of the Amir, enjoyed the Support of o
‘  jequally numerous following. A
Between Apnl 1894, and June, 1895, the demamahon]'
of the frontier was carried from Domandi to Ghwazha, a
| distance of about three hundred and sixty miles, The
‘traverse of the desert country further to the west, always ;
 an arduous and dangerous task, offered peculiar difficulties
. :r,,dunng the summer months, and, accordingly, operatmmf“""“
were suspended for a time, and the members of the British
party returned to India. Many changes in the staff had
taken place when the Commission reassembled in January,
1806. Sir Henry McMahon was still in command, but
most of the other officers were reéquired elsewhere, and to
‘e fell the duty of replacing Captain Mackenzie as survey
officer. . When work was resumed the British following
‘numbered about six hundred and fifty men, with seven
hundred and fifty camels and a hundred horses, the large
number of camels being due to the desert character of .
o "mtwh of the country waiting to be survexyed The Afghan
i Commissmn was as large as before.

and six hundred camels, horses, and ponies. On his slde,‘ o



lé‘rom Sho’mwak,‘ the ‘open 'ﬁim'!: :

 voaches of the Lord River, which I had first visited in the
winter of 1886-7, part of the British Oommlssmm i

ascended the platean to a small village na.med Tine

Karez. On this platean the cold was extreme—greater
 than we experienced during any other portion of
the work. Soda water not only froze hard as soom |
as the bottle was opened but it a.lso froze inside
the bottle. ;
After a brief sogbum at the Iltaz Ka.rez, we desoended‘
to the warmer tract at the. foet of the platean, and here
_our camp was reformed, close to a settlement belonging to
a Shordwak, named Saiad Bus. At this time, owing to the
rain which had fallen just before we left Quetta, there was
water in the shallow beéds of the Loré, forming pools
which were the resort of large numbers of wild fowl. The
hollows among the western sand hills also in many cases
held -water, and one of these, an irregularly shaped
depression, formed a pretty lakelet with indented shores
‘and islets covered with tamarisk bushes. The foliage and
stems of the bushes had been cleansed of the dust and
gand by which they are usually disfigured, and looked
delightfully fresh by contrast with the surrounding
sand hills. Small flocks of gadwall also enlivened the
sceme, either resting on the surface of the water
or circling round the miniature bays, in whose
' ealm surface every detail of their flight was clearly
mirrored.
| After 8ir Heury McMahon had received from the
_ Afghans possession of the Fort of Chagai, on the western



1y
A

ILTAZ KAREZ.




ly of bﬁmﬁki:h wwtm ‘made ms way out of an extenswé; i
1d lofty bank ffsalme earth, This bank was clothed
‘with a luxuriant growth of kirt grass, and the camps of

" iahe British and Afghan Comnissioners were placed among:

i the maﬂoeks of the grass, which at that time of the year‘ i
mm in a hzghly flammable condwxon. Just ag every one i
i 1“,11&41 remed to their tents to dress for dinner an alarm of

| fire was raised, and the crackling of the ignited grass,
clouds of acrid smoke, and tongues of flame, speeding like
; s;nakes from tussock to tussock, very ‘soon revealed the .
~ extent of the danger.
The stores of the Mission and the tents of the camp‘
a,ppea,red to lie directly in the path of the fire. = No
| supphes and no teuts had been despatched in advance, and
a8 our base at that time was Quetta, from where all
supplies had to be drawn, even the partial destruction of
our stores would have been a catastrophe. Happily the
slight wind that had prevailed during the day had been
succeeded by a calm evening. Every man turned out to
oppose the progress of the flames, and our efforts
 were seconded very ‘opportunely by a light breeze which
s‘;ﬁmng up from a quarter nearly opposite to that from
which the wind had been blowing intermittently during
 the day. In the end the course of the flames was deflected,
a.nd ‘the fire passed our camp and burnt itself out
m t%m moist ground at the source of the spring,




51&15:’ |

‘ From 'Duganan to Rabat; at the :l‘foot“f“of the M

:a.nythmg to break the even cnrrent of 1ts exxstence. ‘
After a very painful march along the dry bed of a
moxmtam torrent we emerged in a small upland valley

known by the name of Bahram Chah, where we enjoyed a
brief but welcome respite from the heat that by this time
(towards the end of March) was becoming unpleasant on

the lower ground. Thence our route led by the foot of

the Samuli peak, a mass of naked porphyritic rocks

which is dwarfed, ho‘wet«f'ér,vby the superior elevation of

Malak Dokand. The latter mountain shows with great

effect. It towers high without a rival, and its severe

outline forms a conspicnous landmark that can be recog-

nised mth the naked eye at a distance of fully a hundred

mlles, o At its foot; the Mission was encamped for several

days. :

At some time in, the remote past someone had esta.b-

- lished at Rabit a post, to which the place owes its name
—a mame originally applied by the Arabs to outposts

on the frontier of the infidel races, and later on to the

posts and * sarais” along the trade routes. This particular

Rabat at the foot of Malak Dokand is famous for a most

excellent water supply. There is a deep stream-bed, which

is gemerally dry; but in place of flowing water the subsoil

water from a very considerable catchment area collects

above an .outcrop of travertine which acts like a dam.,
When the subsoil water is plentiful it makes its

appearance in the bed of the stream and forms a

‘gmall meadow, the lush green colour of the sedges

. Dokan& Peak, the Mmsmn pursuad 1ta com'se without“ ol



THE SPHINX ROCK AT DUGANAN.
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bed, mﬁ Whmh for éome eonsxdemble dmtance canoeal i
the st»eep banks.

At places the helght of the banks is as much as ﬁfty"ﬂ
. feet, and one night I had a narrow Fscape from a nasty
accnient After havmg ‘been out on the hills all day T

started late in the evening for the camp at Rabat. i

Delzmyed by rain showers and dust storms, I reached, asl
thought the Mission camp, at that time of night a blzme
of fires and light. Urging my camel, which seemed "
dazzled by the light ahead and loth to go om, I was
surpmsed and nearly thrown by the animal baulking and
swinging round almost at the same time. As it was
 impogsible to see anything the only counrse left for me was
. to make the camel kneel, and then to dismount and shout
for a lantern. When it arrived it was a matter of some
difieulty to find a way down the bank, until a convenient
sand drift allowed of a slide down the steep slope of the
loose material. Next morning I saw the place where the
camel had swerved, and it was not more than six feet
from the edge of the bank.

. While we were encamped at Rabat no one could escape
| from the dominating presence of Malak Dokand. The
mountain consists of a vast wedge of porphyry, the atrik‘e
. of which is from north-east to south-west. Instead of
forming a hatchet. edge, it is slightly hollowed in the

~ centre, the summit, in profile, resembling a crescent.

Four thousand feet of naked rock rise in a sheer precipice

.




. darker hue of the strata. that form the hills among which
el stands pre-eminent. These hills are not more than two |
: ?lwndred feet above ground level, and they form a most
 effective foil to the sheor outlines and vast size of Malak
. Dokand. As long as it is visible, no matter at what great
I di‘stan‘ce away, it rivets the attention, and detracts from

i . the other mountaing that form the backbone of the water-

ghed. Some of the summits of the latter, such as Mala.k_\ ‘
Naro, rise actually to a slightly greater height than '
' Dokand, but none can vie with it in the eifect of colossa.l

‘ ,812e whlch its appearance produces. ‘ ‘

 The fravertine obtainable at Rabat from the outerop in

~ the bed of the stream is famed throughout the country :

A very beautiful pale sea-green variety, highly translucent, ‘

' i8 the best of all. The Baluchis use it largely for decora~

ting the graves of their dead. It is used by them in the
rough, but in Seistan fragments of inscribed tablets were
frequently discovered the material of which must have
come from Rabit.

| The rainfall during the winter of 1895-6 had been
acanty-——much below the normal fir the winter season.
““‘As,fa.r, however, as Rabit the camps of the Bntlsh Com-

i ] ‘missioner and the Afghan representative had been able to

march ‘and halt side by side, and no inconvenienee worthy
| of mention had been experienced on the score of water.

mﬁng~place &ud allomd vegetwhon to spmg ﬁp Tfae‘
‘pale colour of the naked rock contrasts strongly with (he B



A BALUCH GRAVE ADORNED WITH TRANSLUCENT TRAVERTINE.
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uﬁe f’a,lrly long halt was made there, while a specm,l b 1
‘was organised to continue the line of frontier to 1ts i oy
rmination in the Kuh-i-Malik Siah.
When all was ready a start was made with a party of
out & hundred and fifty men and two hundred camels
on the British side, while a party of about half the size
attenﬁed the Afghan Commissioner. With Sir Henry‘ i
‘MaMahon were Captain (now Colonel) Maynard, LM.8,, '
-the med.wa,l officer and naturalist of the MIBBIOD, and
myaelf i ‘ i
. The task was to trace the boundary line for a dlstance‘ )
o nearly two hundred miles through some of the most
| deaert country imaginable. The worst part of the work
. was beyond Amir Chah. From that point onwards the‘
i stswn followed a very badly-marked trail which had
never before been trodden by Europeans, and was scarcely )
, ‘k‘umwn oven to the guides. Water was obtainable i inavery
‘f‘ew places separated by long stretches of desert. Where
it did exist it was fa.u'ly plentiful, though the quality was
ﬂlﬁerent Between whiles it had to be carried for all
our saddle animals as well as for our own. wse. Ca.mels




hills of Dranakuh and over the m&e slopes beyonda_
e faint trail brought us evantua.lly to the spring of
| Baindak, which at that time was the haunt of herds £
o “;‘wﬂdl asses. Of these we soon had evidence, We. had hw& ‘
i long night march, and after brenkfast were aJl en;oymg
it ' a well-earned sleep when we were aroused by a clatter of
ol ‘hoofs, which made us fear for a moment that our ammals
had broken loose. To our relief we found that the i8¢
was made by a herd of wild asses which had come to dm‘ ke
o the spring, and finding our camp in possession of the
W&ter had been seized with panic. One animal which b
had become involved among the tents, was reaponsxble ‘
for most of the disturbance, stumbling over ropes and. .
pegs and making a great clatter in its headlong flight.
The next day I was in a detached camp beyond the L
i hﬂlﬂ, and very early the following morning another great ‘
‘ wob of wild asses roused my camp by the noise they made =~
galloping over the boulders. They swept past towards b
~ sand hills almost hidden in 2 cloud of dust, and their noxsy iy
progress could be traced long after they had passed out of” L
mght The troop must have numbered fully a hundred daa
From Saindak the Mission proceeded to Kirtakah, aq
spring at the foot of the hills, whenece a magnificent mw i
~ was obtainable to the north. The ground descended very}
~ rapidly for about a dozen miles tmx&s a grea.t mass af :




pooket eduld T)e plumly seen an expanse of water, wluch Y

Jvmusﬁ ha.ve been the remains of the supply which  had ‘v"
: ﬂowed over from the Seistan Lake by way of the conhect-\ i
‘mg channel of the Shela, on the oceasion of the last great

flood in 1885, supplemented by smaller flood supphes

- .’recmed in 1891-2.

The sloping ground immediately in front of the spring

::‘appeasred to be an extensive plain easily traversable in

i Bvery direction, the beds of the streams that have ploughed
| & net-work of channels across it and the boulders strewn
by the water being alike hidden from view. The steep

slope caused a peculiar optical illusion, for as we looked

‘ ;‘&own the country beyond appeared to be inclined towards
‘us.  Through this country passed the straight line of the

boundary, and we were soon to become only too fa,mxllar

. with it.

. From Kirtakah the camp was moved to a well at the

- foot of one of the peaks of the Kacha Kuh, in the bed of

a stream that forces its way through a succession of defiles,

'Here was discovered a small community of Baluch shep—
' herds, who were enlisted as guides.

- At the request of Sir Henry McMahon T proceeded in

‘1 adva,nce of the others to the Shela, leaving camp after

dark one night accompanied by a few followers. There

i wa,s no moon, and out in the open a gale was raging which :
we had not felt in our sheltered camp. It was the oHe q;
: . hundred and twenty days wind of Seistan, or a forerunner
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”urses, wh:ch fortunately were not very““ deep.
] ‘e‘ e the gomg was smooth and we kept to {'.hev

; The camél which carried the water-shns stumbled ‘
: ' fell, the skins burst, and practically all the water was last.; L

‘ _Aa the dawn broke we pushed on more rapidly, a.nd Lo
i ‘fufthor we descended the less stony was our path But“'
notmthstandmg all our efforts, when the sun rose we we:re‘ |
stnll some two miles short of the sand dunea. In add&isi@n: i
to the causes of delay presented by the bad gomg, j i
been impemtwely necessary for us to make frequeut ‘ ultsw? i
to close up our party, in the endeavour to prevent a,nyona ,
from straying. Even so we had not been aucoesafhl
Owing to the noise of the wind it was impossible to make
oneself ‘heard at any d1stance over a yard aml aﬂer mni;"




th ‘mmsmng 'men wére: tWO Afghan Iads, both camel inen.a ‘
We could only hope they had been able to get back to the

‘ ?':.fhﬂls, and would find water.

« The sand dunes, when we got to them, proved to be !
v of the worst description, lofty piles of loose material into
which both men and animals sank deeply. = After making
‘an attempt to cross them we were forced to retrace our

iy footsteps and try again about six miles further to the

west, where the dunes were not so formidable in size nor
i !:sojp‘lenﬁﬂiful.‘ Between nine and ten o’clock we reached
 this spot,and made a short halt, finishing the little water

! "\we‘ had i:ept as & reserve in our bottles. On restarting we
found it just possible to get on by dodging the larger sa.lid
lulls but; progress was very slow. =By this time the guide

“ was sufferinig badly from thirst, and we had a great deal

of trouble to prevent his leaving us and straying after
111n51ve mirage effects in search of water.

After three or four hours of this work we left the sands .
behind, and then had before us only the gravel-covered
platean which we did not take long to cross. Having
descended the cliff we found ourselves on an alluvial plain,

- covered with withered alkali bush, and shortly afterwards

_ entered a tamarisk-studded bels. A dark line of vegeta~
tion on ahead marked the position of the Shela, and on
our rlght front we saw what had all the appearance of

/ ‘,cliffp. ‘

. We had feared at first that perhaps we mlght have
\L'.v«qvershot our mark and passed the Shela where it was




n I
'Nﬂé up td the edge of the hxgh bmk a sheet af w&tar
} dame hundred yards long and about twenty yaa'(iﬂ wide
Mﬁame vmble. The water was of a bea.utlful tramslméﬂt
< gwaen eolnur, darkening into purple i in the depths, a.mi ,
 the wind ruffled the surface the tiny waveléts broke wi
e gentle splash on the clea.n sa,ndv margin. At th‘ upper
| “e:nd there was'a small patch of treshly-sprouting reeds;
| the vivid freshness of which was very gmteful to the eye
‘,’mfter the glare and heat of the day.

‘ ";The others were soon assembled on the bank and aw
| ,"“was qmakly found to the margin of the pool.. The -*wé.im
| proved to be little better than brine, but by ‘scooping
 ghallow. holes in the sand along the water’s edge, wej ;
“‘obtamed a fairly good supply. At any rate, we were noﬁ"
&ispose«l to be fastidious. Men and animals quenehefé
their thirst, and the latter were then turned loose to graze
i in the reeds, while we sat ourselves down in the shadow
' cast by the steep and high bzmk and msted after our.
_exertions,
Mo the west could be seen the goa.l which we. had been
mivmg to ‘reach—the Kuh-i-Malik Siah--its. outlines
B ‘;clea.rly visible against the western sky. Up to that t\lm(‘k,":,
i owing to. the accident which deprived us of our stock of 0
,ther, none of us had cared to taste any food ; but;




‘ sandy ‘ma;rgm of the opposite bank, until at last they‘ folls :
;‘f‘réa,ched the belt of tamarisk beyond. Then we caught
our animals, and ascending the bank followed the bed of

! the Shela towards the east until we ]omed the resﬁ of the
. Mlasmn party.
Tt was getting on towards the middle of April, and
o dumng the march in the early part of the day the fierce,
. dry heat had seemed to drain our bodies of moisture,
causing a raging thirst which might have become serious
. had we been obliged to go on for any length of time";
i None of us had more than a mouthful of water when we
made our second attempt at crossing the sands, and
%lt‘hough we were in no danger, the experience was not by
any means one that any of us would have cared to repeat.
. The two Afghan lads who had strayed from my party
were discovered the next afternoon by the Commissioner’s
followers, who were crossing the desert by the right track.
Benseless and exhausted, the poor fellows were found
lying on a low mound, almost in a dying condition from
want; of water and exposure to the sun, and it was ma,ny
| days before they completely recovered.
It must not be thought, however, that the desert was

like a furnace at all times, even at this season of the year.

‘b Although the maximuin temperature in the shade rose to
© 115° and 116°% the nights were very pleasant, and once
~ the sun had set the temperature fell rapidly, till in the

i ,wﬁor&ed from thé mm, wa,tchmg the shmdows g"&dun.uy‘_
. creep. B0ross the pool and then slowly advance up the




1 aouthpm dogert, within easy reach of the lake. ‘1‘ . i
. MTraces of the former occupation were found in the
L objeots we had mistaken (durmg the hours of greutest
 refraction) for cliffs, which we discovered to be really
two mowrnful ruins, themselves built on two mounds
_,“,'whmh were the remains of yet more ancient bwlchngs.

"In one of the ruins, where a single arch was atandmg,
there was a shrine dedxca.f.ed to Hazrat Ali (the aon-m—lam
of therphet Muhammad),whowas said to have crossed the
 Shela here. Hence the name Gudar-i-Shah, or the Sa.mt’l ;
| Tord. The vegetation at the « ford ” was thesameasthat

;
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BOUNDARY PILLAR 186, KUH-I-MALIK STAH, 1896,
Major McMahon ; Mr, G. P. Tate ; Major Maynard, 1.M.S.
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! f’of a corrupt ﬁorm of the feuth 'I‘he eh:rme of Ma»hlt Siah

- Kubh, or the ﬂpnte of the Black Hills,” is by the side of “"ﬁf“
" the present trade route from Nushki, not far from the 1 ;31 ‘
cuatoms post at Chah-l-waan (or Divin) the “ Well of the e

. Div ” (or Grenii). L
 The view from the meeting-point of the three frontlers i
was one to be remembered. To the north there stretched
away the hollow land of Seistan as far as the eye could
see. Across the Shela a cemetery crowned a low rise on
which some ruined mausolea were dimly visible. In the

remote distance, lifting itself out of the Seistan lake avea,

the level outline of the Kuh-i-Khwaja hill was to be seen

 distinetly with the naked eye, its shape so like the outline
of a modern warship that, as a powerful telescope was

brought to bear on it, one almost expected to see the ‘
funnels and masts. Eighty-five miles intervened between
us and that remarkable isolated hill. Beyond the Shela,
for forty miles, the country was covered with vestiges of
human occupation. Some of the party who were gazing
on Seistan that afternoon were destined to become
familiar with that desolate tract. T, indeed, was to enter

' it three years afterwards—though only for a short time— ‘
. a8 well as in company with the subsequent Seistan
Migsion. j
' On our outward journey from Rabat to the Kuh-x—ﬂMahk

Siah no attempt had been made to examine any part of

the country, owing to the imperative necessity of finishing
the task of delimitation and of demarcation before any
change in the weather which might have delayed the

completion of the work. On our way back, however, we i



AFGHANS PREPARING SULPHUR AT THE KUH-I-SULTAN.
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\ Everyt}nng else is dWéii‘f&i,
by the presenoe of a monohth of va.at sxze. Th!e

w;thm yrhich this great mags of a,gglomerates was cast h&s
i‘ mmpletely dmappeamd The softer and more fna.ble
o matenal has long since been eroded by the action of the
eleme,uﬁs, Ieamng the cast of the chmmey a.lmost una.ﬁected
*by thelr ravages. )
Tha Nem towe.rs to a he:ght of 670 feet abom the low‘




« ongltudma,l ﬁssures as if the materml on that sxde ha,d'
| Héen Jess able to withstand the long-continued 6xposure to
the cllmate On the other two sides A ¢ of the mclu«i&d

empty ccwltles which pit the surface of the rock
After a very toilsome journey, lasting till near mxdmghi‘/
‘We reached a point about & mile from the Neza, and ther
we dined and formed our bivouac. It Was a brxlhant moon:
~ lit night, and the shaft of the great mass of a.gg‘lommtes‘ ;
| gtanding out against the dark blue sky. oppresse& mu'
minds by its towering height and vast «ixmenslons. Tha i
description we had read of this stupendous na:hural colunm‘,‘ |
in Sir Charles Ma.cGregor 8 book entu'ely failed to conve !
! the impression we derived from our visit to thg Nezg., and
it would have been a misfortune if we had not availed
ourselves of the opportunity of seeing it. Our long and
wearisome ride up the Gami Chah Mullah and back to :
. Amir Chah was, we considéred, amply recompensed by th b
i slght we obtamed of what is certainly one of Na,t'
. curiosities.
- Onl our veturn march towards Rabat where the
| of the British party had been left, we retneved i
every day one or more of the camels which had i :
' by the way under their loads, and which we had &
: ‘cOmpélled to abandon—as we thought to perish. A littl




NEZA-T-SULTAN.
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L of food meg m htﬁe rain  that kad fallan um herbago
i of the plains pr(mded a sufficiency of fodder, and the y
 twigs of the bt.ahee being fall of sap the animals were

_ able to exist without water. As they regained their i

strength they instinctively turned their heads ‘bowards‘

~ Rabat, grazing as they went along. Our experience on
this occasion bore out what the Rekis of Mashkel had.
told me of the periods for which camels could go w1thout“ :

water when the herbage of the desert had been renved
by rain.

Before we reached our destination we passed a da.y'a{t !
" the wells of Darband, which we had cleaned out on our

i outwa}ifd journey. These wells provided us with a sufficient

. and good supply of water, which in the vicinity is not far ‘
from the surface. From this place I took advantage of

the halt to pay a visit to a famous pool of water named

Manzil, or “The Halting Place.” The pool lies at the

bottom of a narrow valley between two low ridges of rock,

one covered with sand and the other partially covered.

The pool is about a hundred yards long by about thirty in
width, and would be as useful as i is curious if it was ‘no"ti‘
quite the most filthy place that can possibly exist any#
where. For centuries—for thousands of years probably—-"

- it must have been the resort of travellers and of shepherds.

The floor of the narrow valley is now a compost of ancient

. dung of sheep and goats, cattle and camels, to a depth of
,"jvery many feet, and the bottom of the pool is of the same
~ foul nature. ‘

i
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ills, the dmffm of sand the absence of vegetaﬁian save fo;r‘f
a mgged growth of tagaz, the’ great, bed of dung on
i wlﬁch nothing whatever grows, the dull oily surfa,ce oR.
the water, edged with. yellow seum—these unite to form
e scerie on which no one who has gazed once can wish,",‘;
 to look a second time. A few poverty—stmck@n shepherds i
| belongmg to the Narui tribe, haunt the margin of' the ;
" pool. Bach day in the forenoon, and again in the ewmmg,
their flocks come to drink at this place, and theh far a
ghort time the solitude that broods over the narrow vallay :
ig dispelled by the animated forms and cries of the wm 1
and their attendants. o il
| The Manzil valley is about half-a-mile long, a,nd eiklh
" from east to west. As the traveller rides out ab the
) ) western end he passes over a low col into a similar va,lley s
. which is even more desolate and wild than that he has
: left. A thick crust of nitre clothes the boitom of the L
. glen, and it is full of blighted tamarisk about five fest
high. The leafless withered branches, and the stems
from which the bark hangs in shreds, ‘coni_‘bine 40 form a |
landscape compared with which the scenery round the =
' Manzil pool offers a cheerful and ‘smiling prospect. U
' All around the country is regarded as mt}un the area
‘under the especial protection of the Pu- Sultan, and this
Suint is believed to have rendered innocuous all the snakes ‘ |
in the digtrict. His influence prevents them, it is firmly




‘ l:mmd.n beings, &xid x:ﬁ they ‘do bltu

 mo ill effecte need b feared. There aro a good many
 smakes about, but they belong principally to that vmety "

 of the viper family known as the Hehis carinata, thefblts b o

~of which is by no means fatal in every case ; ‘and i in this
way we may perhaps account for the origin of one form

of the legend about the Saint’s influence over these -

reptiles. In Seistan, a;fteﬁvards, we found that the bite
. of the Hehis carinata. was mnever followed by ill effects.

' There were two cases of snake-bite, in neither of which

did the patients experience any real suffering, nor did any
ill effects follow.

Other stories justifying the Saint’s reputation are not
~ lacking. Om one of the low hills in the vicinity of the

""'."SPool_ of Manzil men point out an upright stone, which,
o they“;wsa,y, once upon a time was a man. Two impious
_ wretehes set out to steal some camels belonging to the

' Baint. Having arrived on the scene one of the thieves

e . went out to reconnoitre the position of the camels, so as

to lay his plans well for stealing them, while his comrade
remained in the bivouac in order to cook the day’s meal.
The Saint, of courge, knew all about these men and their
nefarious designs. He frustrated them in a very simple

_ way, by turning both thieves into stones—the first while

. on a hill he had ascended in order to locate the Saint’s
 camels, and the other in the bivouac where he was en-

~ gaged in preparing the meal. If any ghould doubt—are
" not the rocks still in existence, ready to be pointed out to

‘. all who may wish to have some evidence on the point ?
Manzﬂ therefore, is a place which is in some degree a

L
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. ON THE ROAD TO BEISTAN,
Return to Quetta, 1902——Accompany Colonel McMahon on a Second
| Boundary Delimitation—Leave Quetta—Rxtensive view from Kishingi |
‘overlooking Nushki—Recross old ground-—Christie’s Route in 1810~ '
| Webb-Ware, Pioneer of the Trade Route—Cross the desert in several |
| parties—Experience severe weather at Arbu-—Desert highway niarked
by graves of vietims to thirst—Make the Helmand—Colonel Pollock
;' and Dr. Bellew—The wind of Seistan, terrific gale and dust-storm-— ‘ i
| | Experiences of march in the teeth of the gale—Mala Khan, ruined R
. fort and tomb-—Pattinson’s Irregulars garrison it in 1842—Death of i
el Pattingon-—M. Ferrier in 1845—Khwaja Ali—Gazelles,

| Arres the delimitation of the Afghan frontier, as deseribed L
. in the last chapter, I was again in Baluchistan in 1899, e
and at the same time managed to get a peep into Seistan, »‘ P i
. Then came an interlude of three years, during which I i
was stationed in China and Burma. The end of 1902,
however, saw me onge more back in Quetta, preparing to I
take up work as survey officer of the large and important G
 mission which was being organised by Sir Henry (by that e
| time Colonel) McMahon, for the purpose of laying down
| afresh the boundary between Persia and Afghanistan in !
' the Seistan region, ~ ‘ i
e _ The history of the dispute between Persia and Afghan-
. istan as to the ownership of Seistan, is both long and
 complicated. At this date the trouble chiefly centred in
o »:Qﬂésbiof;s relating to the division of the waters of the

B
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st obs, and subwquently Sn‘ Fmdenck Goldsmxd deli vere&
Y Tehemn an award, the eifect of whwh was to dm,d
,‘ Seistan between the two claimants. From Band»iﬁmatan
a grea.t weir not very far from the mouth of the Hﬁlmand
the ‘boundary was defined as following the main chanml‘
(of the river to the shores of the Seistan Lake, whmh was.
then traversed by the boundary o as to leave the nor&hem
portlon of the lake to Afghamstam and the southe
. portion to Persia. ‘ ‘
/i ‘ As usua.l in such cases, the a.ward ga.ve smhstuetlom to‘
L e nmther party. The boundary as defined by Sn' Fredenckf
Goldamxd wag never properly demarcated, and it is easy g
_gee how, when in 1896 the Helmand bega.n to puur the ' i
bulk of its waters into the lake by a different ehannelf*
from what had been the main bed in 1872, grumbhnga and‘_‘
dxsputcmons over the interpretation of the award began to
‘assume & serious character. To cap all, in 1002, the
Helma.nd ran. nearly dry, and Persians and Afghans came :
n;lmoet to blows in their efforts to ca.ptnre the sca.nty‘
supply of water that descended the river-bed in September !
and October of that year. T
'Oncs more the British Government, at ﬂm requ&at‘. of Lyl
Perm and Afghanistan, ‘agsumed the nnthnukful rble of i
bltra.tor, and to Sir Henry McMahon was entrusted thaf; L
task of mvestxgatmg the question of the wa’oer—supply and
m uae by the two countries, h.w mstmcttons a8 regarda




| it S Braiatich Gol&gmld’s award. The fact that
wjthe ekecutwn of this task involved nearly two and a half ]
years of field work on the part of a mission that included

o twelve British officers and compnsed in all nearly ﬁfteen

hundred persons, affords some idea of the ma,gmtude of

the work
‘ It ‘was on the 12th January, 1903 tha.t I rode out of

I g"fQuetta. to Girdi Chah to join the camp of the Seistan
Mission. There had been a slight fall of snow earlier,

‘and there was every prospect of more to come. ' It was

.imperatively necessary to get away to the lower ground at
Nushki before this fall took place. The weather was

i bitterly cold, and it was an unwelcome task to rise at
5 a.m, and face the piercing wind in order to allow of the

baggage being loaded and despatched. Midway between
' the posts at Murad Khan and Kishingi the long-threatened

_ downfall commenced ; but we pushed on till we had got

beyond it, and after a halt for lunch by the wayside
~reached Kishingi without difficulty. The Mission followed
the trade route from Quetta to Nushki, and this was

_the last opportunity any of us had of doing so, for

by the time we returned the raulvmy to Nushki was
i almost completed.
| Kishingi is on the last step, or ledge, of the plateau that

’ ‘overlooks the plains of Nushki, and as we reached the
~ crest of the last descent into the low country a |
- wide-spreading landscape was presented to our sight.

- Immediately opposite and close to us, providing an effective
i ‘ » ; ‘ R 2 :




ich agm the Wi pluin of s Dhé.k recaded ma v
sbin the haze of the remote distance. The extensi
prospect was closed by the great limestone mounta&m |
Kharﬁn. | The massif of Sheikh Husen, the striking
. sumunits of the Chikar Kohan, the imposing bulk of thy
Ras Kuh, and the precipitous Kambarin provxdeda a bmk:—f
o grmmd worthy of such an extensive landscape. Standmg‘
| alone, and rising out of a blurred mass of mmgmﬁmnﬁ
,“dges, ‘the clear outline of the cone of Palchotax waé
plamly vmble, while above the western horlzon appemd' ,
e dwtant summits of the Kuh-J«C‘hagm. 1t took ma,ny“ i
days for our camel trains to plod across the country which n
" we thus embraced in a glance. |
 Our immediate destination was the new town of N'ushkl " ]
wiuoh had sprung up within the three years that’ had
g‘ passed since I returned from Seistan in 1899. What at
tha,t time had been a wide and stony plain was now covered
Aty thh houses., At Nushki we expemenced warmer weather, ;
. which was most acceptable after the snow and frost of =
!  the platean; but the rise of temperature proved only a
| symptom of a change, and within a, few hours of our
- departure from Nushlki, on the 20th January, heavy rain
‘ ‘aurpmsed us on our way across the Dhak to the camping L
. ground at Zaru, The rain had one advantage, in tha.t‘ L
it softened the hard soil, which previously had been vory
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m&de tra.vellm,g very pa.mful Thespp oundm‘, i

ned all the way across the desert, | ‘
ﬂhnr&ly after leaying Kiini the Mission struck Chrmim,
route of 1810, and followed his line of march fill it
necessa.ry to break up into detachments in ordar:
88 the worst of the desert counfry, which it was owb' -
e qumtlon for so large a party to attempt to negotm ‘
yit body. The firgt detachment to leave was a colunm*v




&eéei't encmnpment, bnt the tanté ;ﬁhe
emg placed in the bottom of shallow ra.vines, were‘ no’b ‘
"afo all easy to find. One or two herds of undemzed eamels P

"JWa.ndered over the plam, and one enterpnsing indi &ua.l : i

had even attempted to raise a small erop of ba,rley About
half-a-dozen plots had been sown and the poor soil had
' been irrigated from the spring. When we arrived the
. barley was sprouting. Small as was the area and ‘poor
the crop, yet it made a most welcome break in the
monotonous scene of desolation through which we had
‘been travelling. oy
' At an early hour of a boisterous and bxtﬁerly cold‘
morning, we of the second column moved off in the
direction of the Arbu peak, at the foot of which we were
told that a small supply of water would be obtained. The
gtage, in ordinary circumstances, would have been easy,
but in the teeth of a blizzard it became a severe trial of
endurance. Kven this extreme cold, however, was in some
respects not without its advantages. Our water-skins, filled
overnight at Salihan, had frozen solid by the morning, and
only the contents of those skins which received the sun’s
‘warmth during the day were partially thawed by evening.
Outside, icicles six inches in length formed a fringe aldng
the seams. Those of us who were mounted pushed on in
advance, for our only escape from the blizzard was the
sheltered side of the hill for which the column was ma.hng
There, under the lee of the rocks, three very chilly persons
spread their rugs and gradually thawed, the process being
" aided very materially by copious draughts of warm tea,




b

Wed moat useful as fuel ‘
Everyone wa,s up before dayhgh‘t the mxt *mormng, ag
we were anxious {0 be moving on our way across the
. desert. Qur water had again frozen hard, and there h&d, :
heen barely any demand on the supply at the camp. The R
‘va.uima‘la, owing to the cold, showed hardly any signs of iy
thirst. Pools of rain water which we found by the side o
the track were solid masses of ice as late as nine 0 cloak
, “‘gm the mormng This, however, was an unusual sta*te fxf 0 ‘
affairs, for we also came across graves, sometimes s'mgly
and at other times in small groups, which mamked the
‘_ylacaa where unfortunate wayfarers had succumbed b0
tlm'aﬁ ‘One of these memorials seemed doubly sad. Only‘ o
, short distance from the well at which we had passed the
' night some person had sunk down and had died a.lmost-‘ ‘
‘within sight of water.
. About half-way across the desert we rested for the mght
] in the wide bed of a stream which, rising in the southern
_ hills, had ploughed a course through the terraces of the
| desert. . The ravine was almost a quarter of a mile mde,"f
and the bed composed of shingle. In this wadi there
were signs of recent floods in the shape of a narrow ribbon
~ of fresh soil mea.ndermg in loops within the bed of the :
 stream.
. Continuing our way across the terraces,‘ every now amd
 again descending to a slightly lower level, we arrived at




"e chﬁs and the ground at theu' base showed very
clea.rly the effects of erosion. The exposed material of
the lofty terraces from which we had descended was a
pale red colour, streaked and flecked with ba.nds of
. gypsum, the general effect being highly suggeatlve of a
freshly-akmned carcase. Beyond the pools the track

passed between two wind-shaped cones, and beyond these A

again we crossed a broad valley descending from the
Khamahm hill, which lay to our left. Across this was

tha last terrace of the desert, overlookmg the valley of

' the Helmand.

As we progressed on our journey the Khamshm hlll
had become more distinct. Streams also—or rather the
cha.nnels in which streams sometimes flowed—were more
numerous, To the right stretched the low ground over
which the first column was marching, and though we could
not see them they had seen our camel trains crossing the
high terrace. Through the thick, dust-laden atmosphere
‘there had been momentary glimpses from our ca‘.rav‘a,t;'of‘ ‘
the tamarisk trees growing in the low-lying alluvial tract

of Bhakat, and of the extensive area covered with
sand hills farther away; but it was not until we
had reached the line of cliffs which formed the la.sf.
. descent into the valley of the Helmand that the lands
around the settlement of Muhammad Amin Khin were
sighted.




seen the Ievel outline of the waterle&s platea.u beyami
the. Blelmvmd valley. The position of the river, as a8 it ’
" qung in a bold curve towards its final destmation
| ‘m ﬁm west, W suggested by the light glancing as from
. & naked sword blade where it caught the amfa.ce of the
. water, "
, ”'Proba.bly we were the first British officers who had
looked on the Helmand so low down in its course since the
,‘da.ya when Colonel Pollock and Dr. Bellew passed a.long
" it on their way to Seistan nearly thirty years before..
'Althdugh we were properly alive to our privileges in this
! ‘msp‘ect,l yet after a long and very cold day, and after
. bhaving been buffeted by an icy wind on the lofty terraces
of the desert, what interested us more than anything else ,
. was the comforting sight of tents rising in quick succegsion
h behmd the fort, which showed us that the first column
‘had made the rendezvous and had taken up ground for
.the camp. |
. Riding through the kirt grass was slow work. Not;
f.cmly- were the tussocks numerous and thick, but the soil
hlul been very much torn by the wind, and it was im-




! lﬂly, we percewed as we drew nea,rer, to ba‘well
dvanced in decay. There were great brea.chea in ’ah
_curtain walls, while the flanking towers were rwen, :
_ gome cases, almost to their foundations. The vﬂ]a.ge w&a
. almost deserted. For the most part the houses were in
* bad repair, and only a very few families of Barech
remained. 'The Baluch section of the population ocaupmd
.~ temporary huts of tamarisk boughs and sheaves of gmss,
which they had put up for themselves at a little distance
ttrom the village, on the bank of the Helmand. C'ulrhlvaw
 tion was almost entirely in the hands of the Ba.rech who'
‘ carned on the work as the métayers of Amin Khan, tlw
 Popalzai landlord. ‘ i
~ There can be no doubt that the Helmand River ma.de N
‘much bolder curve at this place in the past, and may ha.v‘e‘
. even flowed at the foot of the gravel-covered terrace to
_the south of the camp. The absence of ruins in this
direction confirmed other evidence on this point, for
_the alluvial soil would surely have tempted human
. beings to settle on it if some drawback had not ensted,
d_such drawback could only have been a fear of
the Tiver. :

For a long distance above Landi Muhmmmad Amin
Khan, where we had now arrived, the plateau to the north
comes down close to the right bank of the river, wher’ea.s
" on the left extend the sandhills of the lower-lying desert. i

" Below Landi Amin Khin, however, the “dasht” or platean




T (m tlm trough in which it hes below La,ndx :
Khan. It is noticeable, however, that the course of tha
ﬁ\mr below Landi conforms to the outline of the great
&epmssmn of the Gaud-i-Zireh, which Lies to the aouth,
«mﬁ ﬂxe theory auggests itgelf that the successive sub-
f*ﬁidence\ﬁ to whwh the Hollow of Zireh and the present
\ l:“elta and lake of the Helmand have been subject have
resulted in a fracture of the plateau into which f}he
Helmand has been drawn.
 If such be the case, there ought to be traces of the 01&“ bl
~'be<1 somewhere, unless the country to the east of La,nﬂm
. was alake. It is possible that this supposed former bed
. of the Helmand may exist further to the north; but the '
_ country in that direction is almost entirely unknown, a.nd
' ‘owing to its inhospitable nature offers no inducements o

anyone to enter it except for purposes of science,

| Abreast of our camp at Landi Amin Khén the river
flowed in three channels, separated by low but extensive
mlainds on which flourished tamarisk and kit gmss. e

ma;m channel lics under the left bank, which ig &
a.bout fifteen feet in height above the water. Here the i
Helmand forms long reaches of apparently deep wa.tar, A
. with & smooth unbroken flow, separated by bars or
shallows where the river rushes over the coarse shingle.
 This i the general character of the Helmand above its b

A




'm& from destruction durmg the uevere wmter
Bffargrowth is also said to be more v:gorous ﬁh b
forms better and the quality of the grain ig xmp o

Gioats are not permitted to enter the fields, as they .
said to pull up the plants by the roots omng to
er of jerking the leaves when 'nibbling i
Mﬁnmon sight to see horses, cattle, and sheep gra.mn ;
the growing crop. :
Tbe cha.nge to the milder region of the Helmand"

ured for many days prenously 'I‘he mornmg of the
' 1st February was calm and bright, and the great lan
~ marks of the desert were distinctly visible, the Khanishin
hill appearing to be only two or three miles distant,"
mstead of about fifteen miles, the actual dlstance. men

summer became a scorching blast. The east mnd,' :
ag the wind of Shorawak, was a.180 mﬂd or hot /
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ON THE HELMAND AT LANDI WALI MUHAMMAD, KUH-I-KHANISHIN IN THE DISTANCE.
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| ing thm last item of information. The wind tha.t had set

i from the west gmdua,lly freshened as the day wore on,

and though the sky was cloudless the air beca.me chilly.
. There was an ominous darkening of the western horizon, -
‘and soon afterwards we were able to distinguish a ggeat

' bank of dun-coloured haze advancing in our direction.
 The under portion of this bank shaded into a deep leaden

. hue. Tt heralded the approach of the wind of Seiutu‘n, |
 laden with its burden of dust.

Pirst one and then the other of the landmarks which ha.d

. been g0 plainly visible in the morning were blotted out from
. view, and about five o’clock in the afternoon a few violent

iy ‘gusts of wind set everyone to see to the fastenings of 'his
tent. By this time we had been obliged to put on hea,viei
~ elothing. It had been arranged that an advance column
'ghould push on that evening, and a start was duly made ;
‘but it was with feelings of grave apprehension that we
watched the long train of camels disappear into the
gathering storm. By six p.m. we were involved in a
_ hurricane.  Darkness set in before it was due; owing to

_ the clouds of dust in which we were enveloped. The
_upper canvas of our tents filled at every gust, and bellied
~ and tore at the pegs to which the ropes were fastened,
: threatenmg every moment to leave us without a shelter.
‘fl‘he shrieking of the wind drowned all other sounds, and

i




b ‘Afﬁmr an early dixmer g litﬂe pa.rty in our mxpm ed
| mess-tent soon broke up, and each one sought refuge fron
the eold in bed. What with the noise of the wind and
the straining of the tents, however, sleep was alm
nnposslble. All night the gale raged, and the duat bl
in through every crack and crevice in the canvas, Govera‘
. our persons and all our belongings, What must be th
plight of our transport party we were afraid to think.’
' Had not the movements of the Mission been aaréfull |
. pre-arranged, the votes of the whole party would have
. been given with one accord against prooeedmg on our
. journey on the following day. As it was, we Im“ to.
~ adhere to our programme as closely ng possible, and sinc
' Deshu, our next destination, was distant a long day‘
march, an early start was mnecessary. Fortunately with
‘the arrival of morning there was a lull in the gale, and by
elght o’clock we moved off in the teeth of the wmd whwh"
increased again as the hours passed on. :
‘We had decided to follow the bridle path that led Omr
' the skirts of the Khanishin hill rather than the tmek
. along the river, as the latter would have involved several
crossings not only of the Helmand but of the mxgmtion
1 cuts as well, We did not seem; however, to have aa.ved‘ :
. "onrselves much labour, e .
'The Khamslﬁn hill is a ridge about two mlles in length; ;

%




he bm of a gmdu'on, For the greater part of that da,y
we yvere involved in the broken ground, the track croﬁsmg ;
‘avary feature in a most relentless manner at right angleﬂ. il
The s]mt of “kim* was five to six miles wide, and

e though it ended in a well-defined cliff overlooking the
. river valley, with deep embrasure-like exits to the ravines,
i ith.e ground was so broken that we saw next to nothing of
the valley, beyond momentary glimpses of alternate
}',atretches of kirt grass and tamarisk jungle, where

. occasional columns of smoke revealed the presence of
i ‘:r‘huma,n abodes. :
. Late in the afternoon we found ourselves at the mouth
: ,of a wider ravine than usual, and obtained a view of the
“xmlley through the exit of the stream. In front was a
: “v,httle block-house on & promontory overlooking a bend of
‘tha river, The river itself was just visible, with a dense
gto,wbh of tamarisk fringing the opposite bank, above
. which we could dimly see thrdugh the haze the level

"Qutline of the plateau beyond. We passed the deserted
block-house as the sun was sinking, while we had still
gome distance to travel before reaching our destination,
but it was cheering to know that we should no longer be

. ﬁave]]ing over ground such as we had passed, since in
front the track ran along the foot of the plateau to the

south of the river. |

. There was little else to cheer us, The absence of in-

. . habitants and the numerous cemeteries placed on the low




oemetery contammg the ruing of prebent!oukbuﬂdlng‘
the tombs of people of dmtmctmn and wealth who, m da

the fort (now a great mass of rqms) whr& stacra onani
in the Helmand further away. This was'the ancient siswng
hcﬂ& of Mala Khin, once upon a tnne an 1mporbant pos'wm

’i‘mm proved to be close a.t hand. Natumlly them wa.a
much to inquire and much to see to. Already it was very
 late, and before the camp settled down after an mmsmuy
long and trying day it was well past mxdmght.




‘iMWazé oaaught“by ﬁhe ga.le. Men and

i

sail the ocean—it was wisely decided to halt for the night
A fairly ‘shelfered reach of a wadi was selected for the

‘ fmm the cold, while several others were rendered unfit to
) lm'ry their loads.
. The next morning broke comparatively calm. The sky

- rendered the low temperature beatable. By daylight we
sa;w that we should have fared ill if we had resorted to
o the tombs for shelter. The walls were riven from top to

. bottom, and the débris of their domes, which had fallen
.. in, formed a mound inside that would have proved ill-

~ adapted for comfort. It would not, however, have been
 the first time that the tombs had sheltered human beings,
M. Fetrier and his travelling companions in 1845 hid

chased them all day from Khanishin along the Helmand,

_ ruing had been oecupied by other wayfarers,
Before leaving the neighbourhood we took a good IOOk

R

v fanlim&ls“ i)
uggled on for some time, but as they were makﬁig'*

little progressr—'for a laden camel offers a large

enrﬁwe to the wind, and a strong head-wind is as mueh a

~ ‘fhin&mnce to the ship of the desert as it is to ships that

'Bivouac, and there the night was passed under conditions’ o
:‘ ﬂ)&t may be 3udged from the fact that six camels died

Was clear, and we were able to make a start in comfort. ;
It was bitterly cold, but the absence of a strong wind

ingide at might from the Mamasseni Baluchis, who had

and gince his time, if one might judge from the signs, the

‘ab the old fort of Mala Khan. The Helmand flowed

Ry
i




%e fort command ths valley foi o éonmdera.b
both above fmd below the mland, bu’t close Ay

Xn 1842 & det&ohment of megtﬂa.rsu—levieﬂ.m

i ‘eall them now-—was stationed under Lxeu‘benant P ;

fﬂewﬂ&n Forbes, a8 we know, lost hm hfa ﬂu“ g
his ill—placed reliance on the Sanjarani chl‘ bk
"‘whﬂa Pattinson was shortly afterwards killed in 4l
‘turmoils that followed on the untowa.rd events“ in
’Kabul
The march down the valley from Mala Khﬁn
".‘perfm-med under much more fa.voumble elimahm -
ditions than we had previously expenenc,ed and although
‘thse breeze freshened in the aftemoon it never attwi.zie" t
ite strength on the previous day. The path. lay close:
~ the foot of the plateau, with the river about a ‘mﬂa‘on :
right hand, unil we approached Khwija Ali, whm one:
more the va.lley bega,n to narrow. ‘The chfc‘s on the




prevaded in the previous year. Men, women and chlldrenA’

“‘A,s we contmued our journey the tamarisk tlnckets thut

1fdrm a wide belt beyond its banks. Cultivation became

v Iess as we proceeded, and the soil was covered with a

. growth of camel thorn and alkali bush. Shortly before
we reached our destination at the lower village of Khwaja
 Ali we fell in with a part of the transport animals

3 belongmg to the main body, which had followed the route

0 the Mission of 1885. This column struck the Helmand
some dmtance above the village, and we learned from them
the suﬁe;rmgs that they had undergone on the terrace of
”ﬁhe desert platean during the wind on the 2nd and 3rd.
Two men, both Afghans, had died from the affects of :

re to the cold ’I‘he severe wea.ther had told also
‘ ¥ 2

“ were wa,ndemng along the edges of the fields, plucking the B

ad ﬁr&t been confined to the bed of the river began to




‘@prommence as we deaeended In the c‘mity bf Mw‘ ‘
' hamlet of Khwaja Al these ancient wmterwom' o8
. used by the inhabitants for cultivation, a.nd we fo
i them geveral fields of wheat and barley.
i | The tamarisk jungle at Khwija Al har’boumél‘
";:blmk partridge, and some were shot by members of the
o Misﬁion along the edges of the cultivated patche: , 88 b
il | ]ungle itgelf was too tall and too dense for shoatih :
| the river and an occasional back-water a fow d
‘ pwked up, but game was undoubtedly acarw, vary ;
| more so than we expected.
L the plateau to the north, the DashM«Margcs
Baluchm told me that gazelle were plentiful, and that
fow wild asses were also to be met with, It was, however, Ll
out of the question to make an expedition far mﬁo the g
. waterless plateau for the purposes of sport, though at tha,t‘ i
. time of the year it would have been perfectly casy to have
moved about. After rain the Baluchis of the Helmand
valley regularly move into the Dasht-i-Margo, and fre-
. quently are able to stay there until summer is at haml
Rain-water collects in the wind-scours and forms pools in
ravines, and as grass springs up also in the sprmgs theseﬂ
hardy nomads have everything they want both for them‘
‘own support and for the sus’oenance of their ﬁoé.ks. Tim







Coun tmy--uulbqrry trees introduced ptevm

Conol lly--Baluch hamlets and cattle shelters—Ne

.htter»»Re entative escort of Afghan troops &

good boat, and raft of skins on the Helmand—Tro
mand~ Landi, or Oolony, of the Bar




‘\Oa;ttle, Which are scarce and costly, need shelter a.é ‘W‘eﬂ .:

a8 men from the ﬁerce north-west wind which is the grem A
emy to life in all this country. They are generally *

penned in chambers dug out of the soil and roofed over

ior‘,protecﬁom a sloping ramp affording means of egress.
attle. and donkeys are moreover clothed with quarberi‘_‘

cek made of felt, generally much the worse for wear
L vary much patched. Sheep and goats, being a.mplyv“
w,&ad" by nature with a protection agaxrwt 001&, areﬂ
ded in pens surrounded by a fence.
At Khw ]as ‘Ali we met the complimentary escort, oﬁn—]?




. cwil officer who a.ccompamed them, his atture
'smt and hxs head-dress a grey helmet with a floy
“puggaree, served as an excellent foil to his brother oﬁioam
: ;m their martial array.

| While at Khwaja Ali we noticed for the first tlme tﬁ&t
i the Helmand had begun to rise. Below this pIaGe ‘the
raft on mﬂa.ted skins, brought from the Punjab, a-nd ]
ool pslble Osgood-pattern boat were in daily uaa and
pxoved invaluable. The latter was probably the fir bmt*
1ad been seen at so low a point of the river’s cours
r very many centuries. Almost a thousand yea,rs a.gavr
boats sometfimes came down the river to Seistan durmgu
-thﬂ Mfloods, but boat traffic has ceased for nearly ﬂmt“ i
1 langth of time; not because the river has ceased to be
. navigable, but owing to the fact that the bent of paopla e
: mmds la.y in other directions. . ,:
;Taithe officers who sometimes a.ocompamed the Gom,-‘
ssioner by water, the Osgood boat afforded a pleasant
'Ncha.nge from the routine of marches performed ati ‘the ‘
head of a very large and noisy cavaleade, when a eere*-‘”
‘monmua mterchange of platitudes with the lea.dmg

L&ndx (ox' the Colony) of the Barechis ma.rks the end of‘ ;



Ny,




d @n éa.t*hh a.nd hung about the cliffs on exther :
It was 1mposmble to see more than a few yards




’bhe time we reached the vicinity of our camp at Rudbﬁ!
the last of it had vanished. Ahead of us we saw wh‘a&‘
W 1ooked like an enormous pile of ruins, but the a,ppeamnm :
i ,of great size was only another instance of the refraction
- which magnifies the most commonplace objects. - Vﬂla«gw,‘
houses, ruins, which appear at a distance to be of the most
imposing proportions, nearly all shrink to msxgmﬁctano&
_ on closer acquaintance. This illusion affects everythmg‘
Perslan, and gives rise to a sense of dwappomtment whe
the illusion is dispelled.
! Our camp at Rudbar was placed in a wxda plam covemd.;
ith a growth of kirt grass, near two tamarisk treeslgf
the Kora (az variety which are consplcuous landmarks,
' Here we saw cattle grazing and groups of agncultm‘mte‘lf
at work., Scattered over the plain and mmglmg wmh
the huts of the people were numerous ruins, It was a
_ type of landscape with which we became very fa.mﬂmr in
~ Seistan. ;
. The afternoon of the 1ith February, 1903, was mlld,.
~ and clear, and as there was nothing in pa,rtmula,r to be
 done in camp, T obtained permission to cross the river a,ud :
 ascend the bluffs that rose from the water’s edge on the
L opposite bank., The raft of inflated skins was :pilt‘ivnt(}
. commission and we were soon across the Hel‘mam&,_ wluch
 had begun to show the effect of the rain that had fallen




formed a thin veil over the landscape up amd dow
) riVei', and it was not possible to see much more than
¢ silver ribbon of water in the western reaches, fringed
ith belts of tamarisk. To the east the river bed lay in &
straight line, enfiladed by the bluffs, with the water
channel lying hard against the foot of the Dd,sht—l-Ma.rgo,’ ;
y view in this direction was interrupted by a,notheri"k
Mmﬂa.nd round which the Helmand made a gentle bendin
gourse, and when the river again appeared higher up‘ i
valley, the fading light and thin films of dust rend@red !
position barely visible. nLes
low the bluffs, just across the river, luy our grea»t’
th hlté tents spreading in orderly blocks on mth .
e wide main gtreet, closad at one end by our




ﬁ*eshémng evaxnng breeze. On 'the outskim
main camp were the less orderly bwoua.c:s o
‘ 'transport drivers, where 2,300 camels were g'roupml
in dengely-packed masses. Though the distance m‘ust
! have been between one and two miles, the hum ‘0f -
. voices and the cries of animals ascended famtly over
. the water. ‘
It wasa perfect evening, one of those which even in thq‘ ‘
‘olear and rarefied atmosphere of the desert are not wryf,‘
common, and which are long remembered by xmyone who
has witnessed them. The rain that had fallen recently
had laid the dust and dispelled the haze with which the
- atmosphere had been charged for weeks past, and the
. colouring of the scene gave to it added beauty. Overhea.d
the sky was a soft deep blue, the depth of its colour bemg
 heightened by a few scattered rags of fleecy clouds, shaded
on their under sides by varying tones of warm and pearl‘,y_
grey. Along the western horizon the blue of the sky
gradually paled and finally merged into a delicate rosy
flush, To the south, beyond the camp, the terrace that
. intervened between the Helmand and the Hollow of Zireh '.
~ showed a rich dark brown, while the slopes that rose from
the farther side of the Hollow towards the south were
- covered with a wide expanse of sand, the pale red colour
of which was flecked by long cool shadows cast by the
sand dunes. Upstream the view was closed by the paaks ; i
of the Khanishin, bathed by the rays of the declmmg sun
in a glow of crimson hght




"tﬁhe wuth a.nd‘we&t,ﬁ’ emn&ed a succeémon ofpeaks, ‘ i

 pinnacle of the Malak Dokand, and the Mailak Naro,
‘:j'émn the low hills at their feet, were plamly vigible. The
iy pmna.cles of the Kuh-i-Sultan, flanking the central summit
| of the Miri peak, could be plainly recognised. Even the
0 "‘,‘Neza{—l-nSultan was distinctly seen. Then in succession
‘~' followed the peaks of Dam-o-Dim, and to the west again
 of it the Sork Kuh, a range of low hills among which
. was visible the cone of the Kuh-i-Dalil. Then followed
f s confused blur of lesser hills, and to the west again of
_" ‘;-"these rose the more distinctive peaks of the Kacha Kuh,
| just visible above the desert. :
: Although some of these mountams were more than a
. jhundred miles distant, yet their summits were elearly
| recognisable. The panorama spread out before me con-.
tained the record of many years spent in travel. Hach
peak and group was connected with events in the past;

and old associations and memories were recalled to mind
which had been partially forgotten and thrust out of

' sight by the events of more recent years. There was

. nothing to interrupt the ideas, or to distract the mind,
~ for the calm of the evening was, if anything, heightened
by the faint sounds of life and movement in the great
- camp below; till at last the echoing bugle-calls of the

. escort, marking the close of the day, brought the mind
bwk to the realities of time and place.

‘ Durmg the two and a half years the Mission tamed .

1y blue colour of which was sharply contrasted
nst the softer hues of the sky. Every crag and



. two dead meﬁ. 'I‘hey gave these a very lmsty buri 1in

| the loose sand, and returned to the Webb-Ware’s cam

. Butone of the thieves was by no means dead. He had

ghot ‘high up \through the shoulder, and whe«n the | \‘

: ,simd staunched the flow of blood he regained c‘o‘mm_\
mess.  The wind blew off the sand mth whmh lm had
Teen pa-rtlally covered, and there the dead and the liv

‘ a«n‘ ls,y on the sand hill, side by side. The akirmmh ]

“t&ken place on one of the desert lnghwaya, a.xi&“‘ >

apmy of travellera happened to pass / ‘:'I‘hey burie




%3 o was bmughﬁ mto ca.mp, d:splaye& the acar of hu ,
ound, und was ‘publicly reconciled to Adam Khan. Every:
Huch in oamp probably gave him a feed, and for the
e he was quite the lion of the place. Al
On the 18th February the Mission contmu@d its, N
Wess, and ‘we began to look forward to the tlme, now (4
clb% at hand, when the monotonous routine of daily

marches would give place to more leisurely movements in i
eo:untry where we anticipated much that would be novel
1d interesting. About five miles from our camp at
Huﬂbir we were met by the Governor of Chakinsur, who =~
ad 'been appointed as the representative of His Majesty "
thi A.tmr. The Governor was an old friend. He had ,
participated in the Commission of 1896, and had been -pnef"";,v'
of the party who had set up Pillar No. 186 on the
. Kuh-i-Malik Siah. He had come sixty miles from his

o sea.t of government to do honour to Sir Henry MeMahon
. in his double capacity as British Commissioner and an old
g friend. This was not a light undertaking for an elderly i
_ person, such as was the Governor of Chakansur. As B0 ,"1 ‘ii‘{
m‘e"fmber of a priestly family he possessed the hereditary = i
tle of Akhundzada, and to all appearance was a man of e
beral views and benevolent disposition. o
'ma'ﬂ-mv&l had the effect of greatly increasing our day’s ‘







:mshmg w&terv broke into a thouﬁm& npphs, a.nd i
ﬁwugh it was only one of the channeh in whioh,

o ‘thaf Helma.nd flows, the scene was one which an artish

i mmld have loved to depict. But with a march of
! _an indefinite length in prospect, we could not even stop
. to get out a camera, and after a lingering glance had to
‘lmrry on.
| The afternoon was dra.wmg to a close as we urged our
. riding camels along the path, and we began to overtake
the rear sections of the transport column which had been

. sent on ahead the previous night. Both the drivers and
their mobs of camels were evidently tired out. We were
' in better condition, and some striking ruins and an inter-

. esting bit of country almost tempted me to turn aside,
‘ ‘:‘But more prudent counsels prevailed, and soon it became
 evident that we were not far from our destination. In

‘the distance we saw a great cloud of dust rising, and a
4 httle later we could see that it was stationary and knew
that the end of our journey for the day was close at hand.
~ Half an hour later we reached the brow of a low oliff,
and there in a little bay down by the Helmand we saw
. two or three tents standing, while on all sides unladen
 camels in long strings were being led away by their drivers
e qu'a.rds the river, where they would be able to pick up

i food in the jungle by the water’s edge before the might

.’_,‘felqsed in.
 Our camp was pitched close to a ruined fort, and across
“ﬁhle,l:iwr, hidden by the belt of jungle, was a small town-




"\help wxshmg, for purposes of compmaon, that h ‘
‘been able to draw up a fuller narratwe., Ho fard
~could judge, however, the valley of the Heimand in th
i pm*hcular gection of the river’s course has changed
. little in the interval. Thenames of ‘the townsmps mmw
on the bank opposite to our camp on the night off'ﬁh»e
'lfzth are the same now as they were in 1810. The“_
“ change that has taken place is in the position. of ﬁhe rives
itself, Although he does not say so, Christie’s mwr ﬁv
vf‘implles that the river flowed close to the chﬁa on |
ft-»hand side of the valley. Now it flows on the mghtw
. hand. slde, hugging the foot of the Dash#i—MMg‘o
pIa.teau, from Landi Wali Muhammad to the ha.mleﬁ
Jan Beg. N
A little below Jan Beg, on the same side of the nver,, L
 there is a township called Husenabad, and from this plaee‘ i
i Christie’s guides took him over the platean by a short cutj L
‘whwh brought him out close to the banks of the Helmandy
| again, a good distance lower down. This short cut still
. exists, and is used at the present day, but it is not a road
i we could have followed, and we continued our way akmg;
i ‘ the left bank of the nver, deferring our crossmg to a.;
plwe much further down stream.

But before the narrative is resumed, mention ought




med the « Inferne.” di
'he Margo plaf.eau ends almost on the mendia.n of Js an‘

i Bég, and the western scarp of the plateau overlooks the

plmm of Seistan, and forms the boundary of that country |
on the east. There still runs, however, along the right
ba.nk of the Helmand below Jan Beg, for a distance of
some forty miles or 80, a marrow pla.teau from ten to
»twelve miles in width, like the horn of a great crescent.
This is known as the Dasht-i-Meski, and in the angle
“fprmed by the Daght-i-Meski and the Dasht-i-Margo, the
v Qfﬁ.'c’e" of the latter plateau is broken by a great cleft where
i ‘& softer material has been scoured out, either by wind
 alone or by the action of wind and water..
ol ‘This breach is some twenty miles wide by about thirty
’l'orig, and there are signs that the forces of erosion are
still a,‘t‘work, in a manner which tends not so much to
widen the cleft as to drive it deeper into the plateau and
at the same time nearer to the Helmand. The winter
raing wash down the looser material, and in the summer
‘the fierce north-west wind blows up the breach and
(earries away great masses of material. Already the
‘ opéning extends as far back almost as the meridian of
_our camp at Rudbar, and only some four miles of platean
,sépmte it from the Helmand valley. In course of time
fhe‘fordes of erosion will cut back into the valley, and
at a time still more remote, if the process goes on, it may
be tha.t the Helmand will be turned into the breach and
a2

n«y: whiahtthe peoplé, not’ mthout rea.son, havej‘f ol i i




t‘ deep No lmng thing ean exlst there, and no ‘ nt}
gound breaks the silence except the moaning of the wind

‘-"a,u 11: eddxes in the narrow shoots &nd gorges whmh hmm;

amxth-ea.st corner, but close to the entrance on ﬁwwm“
" tbare are two sma]l pa.ns or depremons where rmmatm

Tg,mu Vgl © themselws ne:ther of 'ﬂmm pms .ib







b A Lmn or onb : RFNOW?N

arwmrs of the Helmand—camp opposxte (}lmharbmjak.
| useful mulberry tree—sShortage of fuel—Introduction of Akhun

t0 the Mission—Break 1 oamﬁ——l‘he Rud—Kamil Khan’s m

as a market—Mermories of the Rud as a granary—Rustam’s Weiie‘ d
\destruction by Timur Leng—A clever camel--Dangerous for
meat diet for fast camels—Infuriated camels—A TATTOW escaph.
bino camels—Bandari-Kamil Khan-—Remains of & Zoroastri
Tower of Silence—The C:ty of Rustani—A weary mght nde

Mn "dtir exceptionally ldng march on‘ Febrﬁaiy'lﬁtﬁ
the oamp oppomte Jin Beg, the start on the foll
morning was of a more leisurely character 'bhan usuah
The next sta.ge was to be a short ome, and it had been
aﬁm“‘ged that we should encamp near to a htﬂe town
where o formal reception was to be held for the purpose
','of presenting the members of the Mission to the
“,,vAkhundzEda.

Below the camp opposite Jan Beg we found that the
Helmand deserted the right side of the va.lley, making & i
wweep to the left as it approached the great bend ‘wher
, turns towards the north, The cultivable land and the
townahlps were all on the right bank, and the river drove ;
us to keep to the toe of the last terrace on the left bank,
: We saw & good deal of the river, but here its appearance
was commonplace. In a wide bed, consisting of md‘ ‘
; a.n& shmgle, a broad stream of water curved from on




Meski Scnérred and Wm-n by the a.ctlon of hhe weather'inm
n twork of ravines. Here and there 2 ra.pxd broke bhe‘
enﬁmv of ‘the water, where a bar of shmgle or of o luni o
1 hed‘ across the river. : ‘
Oamp that day was pltched opposite the httle town
s harburjak The Boundary Commission in 188‘ on
 their way to Herat, had crossed the river shghtly higher
up and pitched their camp to the west of Cha.hﬁ.rburja.k
This plaae, as likely as not, takes its name from the four
little pepper-box towers at the corners of four vmﬂm,
which enclose a rectangular space containing the dwelhnga ‘
hat make up the town. Some of the population mw& i
\ howwer, to have overflowed the walls, and there were
_ groups of mud huts as well as gardens scattered round the,‘
" town like small suburbs. «

: Here we saw mulberry trees, perhaps a dozen in a.ll_
”y‘ba,re of leaves, but still real trees. Since leaving Deshu,
. we had seen about three willows at Landi of the Barechiﬂ, i
2 a.néltwo Kora Gaz trees at Rudbir, otherwise the tamarisk

. was the only shrub larger than the alkali bush that we had

. ;met Fiven when in leaf tamarisk grows monotonous after
& time, but in the winter, when much of its foliage e
; ‘been shed, leaving bare branches of a dark sepia colour, i
i "117 alwa,ya looks mean. It supplies, however, almost all
_modavaxla,ble, and is made to serve many and _nse@fxﬂ"“t




j ardimry purposes, and it is only used when arﬁclas? of a
specml nature are required. The general use to whmh"x’(z
is put is to make gun-stocks. The ingenious Woden
locks, by means of which the Seistanis close the. gates of
. their gardens, are also made of mulberry wood, as some-
| thing heavier and more durable than tamarisk is needed
“ . for this purpose. Tt is, therefore, not to be wondered a.’cv i
. that & mulberry tree that has died in the ground is
| vameIe Such trees would never be felled for timbe
. unless they were the property of some proscribed individual.
It ma.y, tharefore, be due to the state of anarchy that has b
prevailed for 8o many centuries in the past that the valley:
il ,.‘ﬁhe Middle Helmand has been denuded of trees. “ In“;
‘ “ﬂmsta.n it is different. There the ra,gmg, tearing © Wind
| of 120 Days” is the cause why trees,
o cannot thrive. The one tree which will
/ it is very carefully looked after, the Babyl
is of no use for timber. It i is, however, a ha,miaome tree, ! o
and might be grown more generally than it is—for shade
a8 well as for its foliage and shape.
 We were uncommonly glad to have even tamarisk fuel
| with which to keep ourselves warm, and curiously enough,
- while our eyes were gladdened at Chahérburjak with the .
wil jfsxght of trees, it was precisely at that place that we experi- : e
 enced our first shortage of fuel. The distriot supporteda

a general rule,‘ i




the Mh Februa.ry the ceremony of mtroﬂucmg ﬁhe
ﬁdn to the Mission generally took place, buf as
Mcsea were roquired elsewhere 1 was umbie to tale

the 15th we broke up our camp and proceeded ono
way The path led along the foot of a cliff for some
dimtamca, and then through a succession of ravines tt]]. ﬁ
mmhed the weatem elbow of the Helmand, where them_
was Mﬁ one time a fortified post of wide reputution.
'M the track we could see the ruins of this plaae,‘
h had been built by one Kamal Khan, a chief of the
.;wu'ﬁni Baluch, For centuries past the valley of th !
elmand up to and including the district of Rudbir li&s‘ |
Iy as the Rud, that is, the River Va.lley," a0
ud, Kamil Khan’s fortalice and Rudbér
Hither resortad‘

Gm»n of geanty rainfall, these &esert hlghvmys vsed to

mnged with traders going up to fetch grain, a0d
bar and Bamdar—:—Kumal Khan became household
 far south as the coasts of the ‘Persian Gulf, m& o

fu!‘ as Kum&n. Kamal Kha.n's little mud foﬁ




: paeoe goods from Ba.ndar Abbas a.nd Gwadsw
exchtmged for grain.
. To this day Ba,ndar-l-Kamal Kh:«m isa well—knowu name,
though chiefship and authority have passed out of ’bhe
~ hands of Kamal Khan’s descendants, and the fort is now
partly hidden by sand hills. From the south, caravans o
longer make for the Helmand, as Quetta and its outpost )
of Nushki have supplanted Rudbér and Bandar as| tradm o
_centres ; but there still cling about the Rud memories of
its former proud position as one of the granaries of thls i
remote corner of Asia. ; e
Before we arrived at Bandar-i-Kamal Khan, about ﬁva ‘
miles from our camp opposite Chaharbur;ak we passed;‘
the ruins of a small building on the edge of the cliff, over-
looking the valley. This is said to have been & small
 fortified post named Rodin—one of two which guéa‘rde&x
the famous weir across the Helmand on which for nine o
months of the year, according to tradition, the wmgafnon e :
system of Seistan used to depend for its supply of water. "
This was the famous Band-i-Rustam—Rustam’s Weir, ‘ o
Rustam of course being the legendary Prince of Seistan
of whose eﬁtploits marvellous tales are told all over th'ew '-“
country. In the neighbouring chanmel of the pres&nt i
river there was a bar of “kim,” which would be & sultable 7
foundation for such a work, but no traces of it are to be W
found to-day. There can be no doubt either that such a
work existed or that it was one of considerable magmtmdﬂ,







place is so convement as the s1dq of the paﬁh tha,t emam
| it. 'When the canal fills again there is nothing to sho:
‘the position of these wells, and though a hole may be
shallow regarded as a well, it, may be & very nasty trap for L
the unwary traveller to fall into. ‘
. Many a time I have been headed off by an emrhed
Seistani, who has left his plough or spade work, to stop ""f '
me from crossing by some apparently broad and well-used
. ford, and has directed me to a place which looked bamly i
practicable, but where no traps existed under the wﬁtﬁn ,
It-struck one very forcibly that this anxiety to warn up-
wary travellers was a most praiseworthy trait m ﬁm W
 character of the people of the country. In course of time,
however, those persons whom duty, or a restless disposition, o
_ or an inquisitive mind used to lead abroad—greatly to
~ their own benefit—became very accomplished guides them- =
“selves, and acquired the knowledge that in Beistan, as
elséwhere, the broad and easy path, however tempting it
might appear to be, very often led those who followed lﬁ
into an ugly predicament.
At Bandar-i-Kamil Khan, although the head of fh&
community is a Baluch—a Sanjarini—yet his cultlvaﬁors
or métayers belong to the Afghan tribe called Bareeh-*—
the same that ocoupios the lands at Landi of the Barech
and in Shordwak. The cultivators at Wali Muhammad
Khan also belong to this tribe, who seem to possess a .
hereditary aptitude for sgricultural pursuits. InShoriwak




b of feédmg on graan. By the time & é,amel ‘f‘
L whole shenp it was uupposed to be thoroughl

e b&mals of the Rud were likewise held in highxul.,
atmn. ‘But though there are extensive desetrts tmcw iy
a.r" und, the camels generally found in this regxon are
- or mo value for sustained hard work.\ The
18 80 poor and the vegeta.tmn, even in yem-s of
ainﬁaﬂ 's0 quickly withers under the influence of
he san, that it does mot supply enough nourishuent,
wmequently the animals are weedy, and quite uusuited ;
for transport purposes ; and even as riding animals they L
are pf very little good. They die in Seistan with the e
smm pmalyzmg readiness displayed by camels pumhmd i
mgm parts. e
passing it may be noted that in Khéarin ca.mela
great mumbers msed to be raised which were of &
oful type, but these were celebrated for their bad
pers. In 1887 I and my orderly, while out shooting,
Wlmd bx @ male camel which was in & furiom. o




Very‘ extreme cew'se to pufmue and' nig
i %m comphcaﬁona, and certainly would htw
paymg any prxce that the owner dema,nded‘.
great dxﬂiculty we drove off the infuriated brute. ‘
attention was then attracted to some children whow ‘
were playing near at hand. Suddenly it charged at them

v and was almost up to them before they noticed it and fled
towards the tents. Some of the little mites would"i

certainly have been caught had not a boy torn off his
 ragged sheepskin cloak and flung it before the raging |
beast. The camel stopped at once, seized the coat in his
teeth, and after worrying it for a time threw it down and
knelt on it, working his knees till he had rubbed it m:‘
bits on the ground. The children escaped. Ll
. Home time afterwards I knew of a case where a mwlél
~ camel treated its owner in the same way in the rutting
geason, pressing with its knees till the man’s ribs and
breastbone were crushed, and the life squeezed out of

him,

Albino camels are by no means rare among the animals
bred in the desert. For instance, to return to the Seistan
Mission, Webb-Ware’s Jemadar of Chaprassis rode a
‘white camel. The latter was about the size of an ostziéh, ‘
and the owner of it was a man of a fine presence. Some
perhaps might have even said he was fat. Mounted on
his little white camel, which was adorned most‘la,ﬁshljv“
with tassels and bands, and equipped with a pair of well
worked saddle-bags, the Jemadar used to ride at the heaé ‘

of Webb-Ware’s transport at the commencement of evm*y' ;







narbh »t tormma.tes in a Iow ohﬂ? overloébﬁng the presen
delta, of the Helmand.
| The terrace is not a level axpa.nae cmrered wath‘ T8

 but is broken into steps which are the, resultof an mmq,ﬂai

i‘ submdenca in the beginning. It hfu been se*veroly used

by the wind in subsequent ages, and as a result its suﬂwe‘

is torn and pitted with curious cup-like hollows. It ms“!‘ _
. capped with a stratum of conglomerate which in \every‘
‘ respect is similar to the conglomerate whlch covers tha I
laftxer terraces higher up the river, il
' We did not stop at Bandar-i-Kamal Khan, but pushmg' o
on camped on the 15th at a place called Padzalok, so ‘
named from an old memorial pillar at a little distance
i from our camp, marking the site of a battle, To the wésb"
: ‘of the camp the low heights forming the edge of the
: lugher terrace could be seen, and the surface of thau- :
W “fterrace itself was marked by a low rise, crowned by a
cairn. From the top of this rise at sunset I and another
. officer of the party, Mr. T. R. J. Ward, saw in the‘

" distance towards the south-west a pile of ruins, evidently
oceupying a very commanding natural site. This, we were |
informed, was Trakun, or the “City of Rustam " (the,

-national hero after whom the Great Weir was named).
Across the river, there projected from the face of the
Meski plateau a remarkable promontory knov‘m‘a.‘s: the
Headland of Mirabad, on which we afterwards discovered
the remains of a Zoroastrian Tower of Silence, swrrounded
by xhoxe recent graves, showing how some mmmumty L




rmm Mre aibua,ted It was pamfully te&iw‘
velling. We were compelled to go slowly as th
nd had cut the long-deserted river-bed into a maze of
shallow ravines. About mid-day, after covering some
We,lm tmles from Bandar, we halted for a short hme to‘ |
rest our animals and to refresh ourselves mth faod‘
Ba.luch lad, attracted by the fine camels, left his ;ﬁwk ‘
bo its own devices and entered into conversation with us,
1d hmteered the very useful information tha.t i we
ke«pt %0 the river-bed we should have even ‘worse ground
”tomverse than we had hitherto met with, We decided,
;ﬁharefore, to abandon the river, and to keep to the temce L
(m its. north bank.
© Once we had reached this we were able to push on a,t a
: gmd pwe, but, notwithstanding our diligence, the aun“

low by the time we found ourselves upon the brow of

e plateau, looking into an extensive loop in which
the river lay to our left. The wreck of a civilisation of &
mmote period was spread out before us. Abouwg; ‘




fbrbress was protected by & lugh wall, Wh-ﬂl:} the oﬂh&r
-8l and both ends are protected by a preuplee. Tlm
\ Chﬁy of Rusta.m » js said to be of great age, bub it was
y evident that it had been inhabited recently. FPrevions
'bo the invaslons of the Arabs, it is' said, there vms a.t
thle sa.me pla,ce a famous Pyrceum On our ride acros
wmd~seoured plain, close to Trakun, we: saw plexi
bi*ialm shells, similar to those whlch now are fmm‘

the Lake of Seistan. Those we gathered near '1‘1'5.
were very old and fragile. Tt would ‘appear as if the

ids loop in which these ruins.are mtuabed was ab som,
mmaba panod permanently under water. ‘




prolonge& drOught kel the background extended i

_ panorama of noble mountains, beginning with the Kacha

and Lar Kuh on the south and ranging to the Pa,langan

] Kuh on the west.
il i qu time was hmited, and we had a long way to tra*n_al'

an unknown country before we could reach our camp,

g0 after a very cursory examination of the ruins we
‘hurried down to our camels, which had found a pool of

rain-water below and were nibbling the less parched twigs

'\ of the alkali bush and desert tamarisk. A short mile

from Rustam’s city the plateau country sloped gently to

““”“).t}‘levl(‘)‘wer.lying lands along the old ‘river-bed"where we A
. were riding, and we pushed our animals up this natural
. ramp at a rapid pace. In laying our course across the

plateau it was necessary to get back as far as we could
from the edge of the terrace, so as to avoid becoming

 involved in broken ground, as we might do if we kept too

«close to the edge. The night being dark, we should have

 been compelled to bivouac if this had happened. A great
‘ number of well-marked tracks led over the plain towards

i vxlla.ge on the Helmand called Kala-i-Fath, but none of

‘.thes‘e were of use to ws, as our camp was some twelve
~ miles higher up stream. : il

At last, having laid our course, we took a certain star

” as our" gtude, a.nd everybody was ordered to keep it before

H2







s DIK-I-DELA.

Crag of Siwalik, crowned with miniature fortalice,
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miniature moumain strox
ts with catble raiders._.
Mi A useful tam




well»deﬁned va}ley 1t termmates in a. deep md
 the platean near the hamlet of Shamsabad, in th pre ent
_ delta of the Helmand. This branch is called by the people‘ w
0 the Sena Rud, and the deepwad;er channel is still clearly
. marked by the dense ivory-coloured soil thaﬁ hms filled it,
i nmd which forms a marked contrast to the brovm and bla,g:k
o shmgle that covers the platean on either side. j‘ i
. At the time of our visit to Seistan the channel : was used
. a8 a short cut by people who wished to pass from Persian
ol Afghan goil quickly and without attracting much.
o att@ntmn, in other words, it had degenerated mto &
iy thleves ‘trail. The nomads who dwell on the Perman
| i Blde of the frontier are kin to those who live on the ba.nks ‘
| of the Helmand, near Dik--Dela, in Afghan terntory, ,
a»hd an. Allicit trafiic in cattle is carried on across the
o border.

| Bach man in these parts is lus own thceman and
‘lo'oks to his own exertions to safoguard his properby.
No matter how poor he may be, he possesses arms of |
. some sort, and has some lkmowledge of using them.
| When cattle thieves have become over bold and their
 depredations a nuisance, the inhabitants of villages in the
‘ ‘nemghbom'hood of a place where a robbery has taken plam |
combme and form an organised pursmt It very soon
-‘becoms endent what route the thleves have ta.ken, where
ﬂwy will probably enter the dasht, and what will be their
p:‘ob&blo line of ﬁlght across the terra.ce. . The pursuers,




KALA-I-FATH, LATE CAPITAL OF SEISTAN (FOUNDED A.D, 1427), Now IN RUINS.
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ummtty amund
‘ ,cattle—raadmg, mdee&




‘Whidh otmcealed everythmg beyond the river a.nd gave b
tl landscape the tones of a sepia drawing. Tt was j
possible to make out the strong outline of the Mes
plateau, looming faintly through the thick atmosphere‘ e
Owr destination, on the 18th February, 1908, was ““u‘
locality named Mashi, where our camp was pltched,;n an
irvegular fashion on low-lying ground which was subject
: undahon, and whmh in consequence of tho moistu




FORTIFIED HOUSE, PALANGI RUINS, NEAR KALA-T-FATH.

Showing architectural details in sun-dried brick and clay mortar or plaster,
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troaps that formed the Mission’s escort was the first bodw‘ i
f Indian soldxer: that had penetrated so far into bha. i

; When Chnatw passed through Selstan, in 1810 b m‘j;
o ‘told that the fortress and palace of Kala-i-Fath were in
“ some sort of repair, but he was not able to visib them. |
Since then the process of decay has been going on
unchecked and the Kala-i-fath of to-day, in stn‘kmg
conh'a.s’s to its name, which means the Castle Victorious,
! presents a melancholy spectacle of neglect and ruin,
 The citadel, within which the palaces are situated, retains
‘some semblance of the original structure, and from a
little distance it might still be thought an imposing pile
of ibuﬂding*s. Closer acquaintance soon shows that here,
a8 elsevéhere, the forces of decay have been busily at
o work ;. but even in its ruin the fortress is of grea.t interest
a8 a genuine relic of medimval architecture, with an
] authentic history dating from its foundation. Beneath
its walls have been enacted some of the most stirring
vaeenes mtnessed in Seistan durmg the past five hundred

’[‘~i”‘yem




forty or ﬁfty feet and would shew to even be‘bte; a.dwm
‘tage than they do were they not dwarfed by the great
Plateau of the Dashb-l-Mesh_kl at the foot of which t e;‘
cwtle stands. Altogether, this stronghold is a very ﬁne‘
example of the architecture of mediseval times, when th
people of Seistan raised vast structures in which baked
bricks were sparingly used, and then chiefly to elabomt&‘
detmls of architectural ornamentation. The builders of |
those days obtained most excellent results with sun—dned;j.
: “bnck and clay mortar and rammed earth or pigd. The
- latter when worked thoroughly sets well, and is pmcincally g
: "‘.:mdastructxble in a country where the rain and snow—fall
‘ ,;am both insignificant. )
At the time of our visit a squalid a:nd mmera“bld .
‘ _collectlon of ruinous dwellmgs, inhabited by a few
. _‘poverty-stncken people, surrounded the citadel, wluch,‘ i
itself was garrisoned by a detachment of Afghan troops,

. Beyond these hovels, in the midst of the patches of
 cultivated land which provided the villagers with the bare
_ means of existence, might be seen fragments of thé tmtex i
lines of the ancient city walls, emphasising the mportanm 0
of the place in the past. Kala-i-Fath, indeed, is but onér
[mdma;bxon that the arid and desolate tract wlnc.b, now i s“
to the east of the Lower Helmand was once the home of &
;consxderable population, Rxght away from the narﬁwrn
: foot of the Dasht—:—Meshln to the shores of the Selm‘




RUINED BUILDINGS INSIDE SAROTAR.

‘Arch of unbaked Brick, in laming, [[106]



. Oixe great semes‘ m“: mins in pamcular, Lmown as Sarotﬁr, i
exbends from near Kala-i-nFa,th northwa,rds 1n an unbroken

i ‘mvem an sxrea. of somethmg like five hund.rad square. miles.‘, e
'To-day it is a desolate waste, void of all inhabitants, and
: only entered once a year, after the ‘winter raing have
i ;gfa,llen, by the adventurous class of professional treasure-‘
. seekers known as the Dagil Gardis— Those who search
| the Ground.” Their work is to collect the antiques,
‘ taghos and coms, beads and other curious objects which
‘-the rain lays bare each year for a short time. They possess
. very keen sight, and will pick out small ob:]ects which
‘another person has overlooked. They are quite uncmhsed. ‘
el muapa.ble of elaborate forgeries, and there is not the least
/  doubt that their finds are genuine, though at Meshed there
are sa}d to be one or two persons who do manufacture
« antiques.” Among the Sarotdr ruins the remains that
_have come to light extend over a very wide range of time.
Coing of Parthian and Sassanian kings are mixed with
_ later mintages of the Caliphs and others still more recent,
_ while on the other hand there have also been found a few
¢ archmo-lookmg pieces, evidently struck by some early and
mde Scythian dynasty. ‘
| Before the Mission was over we came to know well this
i mm—strewn regmn _east of the Helmand, whlch till our




! ulmerv’ed by a long and difficult crossing. On bha rfarther
Lde of the deep channel the bank sloped steeply“ A p: th
‘ '.'ha,d been worn by the cattle of the nexghbourmg towns p
~ on the Afghan side, which resorted to the river to drink
‘and by the local traffic across the ford, but this path WW‘ )
: iy;much too steep to be practicable for our laden camels. A
‘jhour or two spent in uninterrupted work, howev&r, mﬂulted :
in the original narrow and steep track bemg rendmd '
mﬁ&h easier, and by the time that the leading sectwns of
our transport filed out of the tamarisk 3ungle whmrh 01
.oealed the camp at Mashi, and had been led &ovm

; gently slopmg beach into the ahallom formed by'm gand




AUTHOR EXAMINING RUINED BUILDING INSIDE SAROTAR.

Material—Pisé with ornamental course of baked brick and voussoir arch

of the latter.
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‘ £ the deeper wa.ter channel. To prevent crbwdmg plenty
' of room was left between the different sections, and orders i
‘were issued that after a certain hour no more camels were e
to cross, so that the men who had been helping the
a.mmals up the path on the opposite side might have
_'ma to dry their garments before the chill of the evening
set in. When work ceased there still remained some
fﬁéw sections on tgg left bank, which crossed the next
norning.
 We were very fortunate in the weather. Since the
_ 18th, the maximum temperature had risen above 80°
5’(It“a_ln‘ecnhe.il;), while the minimum temperature recorded Rk
&uring the night had never fallen below 40°. The mild .
weather enabled us to cross without anybody being at all ;
" tha worse for the long hours spent in the water. *
As a spectacle, the passage of the Helmand was never
surpassed during ‘the rest of the time that the Mission
iupanb in Beistan, and the only occasion on which it was
ached at all closely was thirteen months later, when




i owmg to the frequency with whwh we hwd “sol (
bra.ntshes of the Helmamd and ngatwn channela. ,

‘ ‘ foo’ts—bmdges, wlnch spanned some of the larger mlgation _
'\ works. On one occasion in particular, when a ‘winter’s
 afternoon was drawing towards evening, a ternﬁed ea.mel o
dela.yed the march for over an hour. Although the rest of
the caravan had passed over, this one camel steadfaatly”
refused to cross the bridge that spa.nned a large canal
flowing past the outskirts of a flourishing village. N elther
. coaxing nor stripes had the least effect. The antics of the '

. unnerved bea.s’t, and its deafenmg cries, very soon rmzse&
‘ the nelghbourhood.‘ Everyone came to see what wm




wldlers belonging to a meighbouring | [g&maon—-—m them;v
o dingy frock coats and lambskin busbies. bt
' The motley crowd completely filled the exit of ﬁhe i
“;~,‘n‘arrow village street, and those who could not see from
 the ground took up a position on the low garden walls on
"e‘:ﬁjbher‘ha.nd. Advice was freely offered, and the more
_ energetic of the spectators volunteered to hustle the
‘ T'Jf‘t‘m‘.imal across the bridge. No sooner had it been induced
o place its forefeet on the bridge and felt the spring of
 the tamarisk branches, than all its earlier fears revived.

. The volunteers closed in and a struggle took place upon

o the bridge which ended in the animal being pushed over
“liutp the canal. For one infinitesimal fraction of time the
i 'bottom of the canal was visible as the water was spread

sheets on both its banks, Then, fortunately, the

.» ..amma.l scrambled out on the right side of the water, and
- we were able to resume our interrupted progress.

. Owing to the massive proportions of a camel’s body

 before the girth, compared with his lighter quarters, it is
| nec_éssar‘y to add a counterpoise whenever an animal enters
water too deep to be crossed by wading. A man is seated
behip‘d\‘ the hump, and in this way the beast is able to

. keep his head above water. Even then, a camel in deep
‘water gets along (one can hardly call it swimming) with a

j“‘aort of pltchmg motion. A man swims ahead with the

v leading rem, whlle the man on the animal’s back encourages







on_ syste y ¢
; iph&bimm md onr dead trans
ains of an ancient mvﬂizatmn ~The rivi




tak:es oﬂ? mmedmtely above the weir from the rleit
of the river. The weir across the strea,m isa tem
, si;ructuré which is renewed every year a,fter the '
have destroyed it. During the year prevxous to o

in the country there had been a very severe and
‘dmught and the Helmand had been dry in  its e
eourse. The people were too 1mpnvenshed to reconst

: the welr strongly ; it had broken down early, zmd whe
we were in camp at Khwibgih its presence oould only
be detected as the water foamed and broke into grea,t‘
npples in its passage over the lower portuons whmh were
' stlll in place on the floor of the river bed. :




is widely 'kmwn‘a:nd weli freq ‘enﬁed. i
The chmater of the cﬁun%ry on the nght bank of ﬂw‘_“'
talmamd in this pa.rt of its course varies very considerably, 4
~ Along the mver bank where the flood waters spread over v
"‘thai land, there is a great deal of vegetation, which
 inereases as the delta is approached. The plateau on
. Whlch Khwabgah stands is surrounded with jungle, but
P a.eross the river the soil in the vicinity of the Kuhak fort i
o undema.bly poor and only capable of affording nounsh-"v A,
- ment to & thick growth of kirt grass. i .
[ The Helmand in recent times has flowed to the east of
i ;the“ Khwabgah plateau, and the old bed of the river can
i be easxly traced. In the present irrigation system there =
‘13 one very curious feature. A large canal named the
i Sultam or Imperial canal, in’ honour of the Amir af7
i Afghamstan, takes off from the right bank of the Hel-
‘mand, and flows through the district, but the cultivated
lands around Khwabgah are watered by the tail of another
canal which is carried across the Sultini canal by means
 of a rude aqueduct formed by an ordinary bridge of
tamarigk.,
. Owing to the nearness of the river and to the presence
of the canals, the soil in the Khwabgih district is never
. dry. At times many acres of land are flooded, and the
jungle is full of miniature swamps. Vegetation is
i Uex‘;trex‘xiely luxuriant and the inhabitants ocultivate.
| Just as much land as they are able to without trouble

to themaélvess In no two geasons is the same plot
12




inthe glades formed by the wmdmgs of the‘

. well as along the edges of the clearmgs mad > 1

. inhabitants of Khwabgih, small eoveys, of
paa-hudge or francolin were fzurly numerous. |

!Keh Banda,r and in the country around G‘rhorabﬁm.

; Ou the 1ct of March, 1903, the main body

lisgion: ma.rchecl towards Nad Al which wﬁa eached
",hort stages and after remammg a.t Khwil




sit ,A.a the people made off, the blrdsf‘ |
the bones which they picked clean, axded by’




trunks fnlly seven or exght fwﬁ ; 'cimumferenw ‘
‘ %e“e:mtence of trees is a fea.ture tﬁa}b is vmrbhy of mention
' in Seistan, and these pamoula,r specimens ‘were wall grown
~and fully developed Sheltered while they were ymmg
and tender by the surrounding jungle of tamarisk thlckeﬁs :
they had not suffered from the violence of the wmd
. which deforms any trees that are not protected from ity
 effects, and at the time of our visit they formed a m:m-:
spicuous landmark, their foliage rising well above ﬁhe
jungle growths in the midst of which they were growmg. \
When we saw them again later in the year their dying |
foliage was ablaze with rich autumnal tints and mtrod\med
~a. welcome note of colour into the dingy hues of the L
'tama,rlsk L i
From this clump of trees the lofty mounds of N&d it

. are occagionally visible through gaps in the ]ungie,
) and as he approaches the mounds the traveller finds
mcreasmg evidence that he is in the midst of the rema,ms»

' of an ancient civilisation. Small heaps of baked bnck are !
to be seen in every field, which the husbandman has turned ‘
up with his plough. These belong to ruins which are
vbumed now many feet deep. Here and there are low
. mounds of brick and clay débris, remains of anclent”. !
buildings, which are easily detected by the coating of,‘
i _"mtrous efflorescence which clothes them as if with hoar
' frost, and this covering contrasts vividly with the som

_ colouring of the tamarisk ;]ungle in which the moun&s are
mtuated Some of the latter are used by ‘the agrlcml.]




he mms are sxtuated about six m:les below the blfm‘«
m‘bién of the Helmand and about half a mile from th
mghﬁ bank of the Siksar branch of the river. Before ﬂm
-Helman& set in this direction the ruing extended overa
uch greater aren. But when the river soughi; a course
through the ruins, as it did within the memory ‘of
nen mﬂ living, the sandhills dissolved at the first touch
‘f“ ity wa.ters, and the time-worn fragments of wa.l]ﬂ
\*Were swept away and their foundations buried under sm
i ;wcumulxmon of ‘gilt which before very long forced the :
I ver to seek yet another new outlet for its flood waters.
Nor ‘are the forces of Nature the only destructive
ugem;sy that has been at work. For many years the ruins
of Nad Ah have been exploited by an enterprising person
wha has obtained the monopoly for the manufactyre of
Itpetre, which is extracted in great quantities from ﬁhe
ancient site. Under the attacks of this person and hm
‘ ‘ﬂae ruing are fa.st dmsappetmng, deep pxts a.re




: sca.ndahsed at the very idea.

The prmoesa whose bower tradmon msmts

by ca,pnce. At that time it is said the great
‘Rustam was also in existence, and canals fed ‘the €0
round Nad Ali. The pnncess was mssahsﬂed a

where the da.m had been weakened‘ :




NAD ALL

THE DELTA OF SEISTAN FROM THE TELL OF SURHDIK.

{(From a Drawing by the Author.)




i the dmught of the previous year. In tlus wa,y‘, '
eistani prayer-carpets, rugs, and saddle-bags, in
workmaushxp and ﬁmah far superxor to thpse“




- aneient capltal About 400 yards to the north-easﬁ £
~ the camp rose a lofty mound crowned by a modern forfsah ‘
~ built some forty or fifty years ago by Ali Khan, one of
. the sons of the Sanjarini chief Ibrahun Khan. Tha
place is named Nad Ali probably after this person. Tha‘
summit of the mound is about eighty feet from the grountl"
and on its slopes facing the west there can still be traced
. the remains of a massive wall which descends to the Tuing
. of a bastion or tower about forty feet in diameter. '.Ehe
 fragments of the wall and the tower are all that is left 0f ,
‘ the ancient fortifications that defended the posltmn, and
& good deal of the upper part of the mound is compnsed
. of the decomposed materials of buildings.
The modern fort on the summit which is garnsoned by i
& detachment of Afghan troops is built entirely of well- i
baked bricks dug out of the mound. It is very »nearly M
_ square, each side being some two or three hundred feet in
length and the corners face the cardinal points of the
~compass. The walls and towers may be tWenty feet 'in,' !
- height, and situated on the top of the mound they form a
“vary prominent landmark. |
/ The fort and hamlet constitute the hea&quartera of




%

‘géscommd merely of a group of lquam*h;dv
b on the slope ~of the mound below the* ﬁouﬁh““

‘stameﬁ. e Cibkbittants. of the country ahowaa ‘,
ery plainly, in their emaciated forms, the strmt&towhwhf
ey had been reduced by the drought and fa,mme of the ;
embus‘;year. In addition to the failure of the Helmand ‘t
hia‘_ camsed o grass famine, disease had broken ‘bu
) ong* the cattle, and it is said that seventy-five per cent.
of the latter bad died outright, while the remnant tha,t;ﬁ‘v ;

‘ eaped were 80 reduced and weakened as $o be bamly ﬁt‘ {




Early one morning at the time of the fa,lse da.wxi,
whmh ‘precedes the actual approach of duyhght, an alam .
‘of four hundred Turkoman horsemen rushed the camp e L
whmh my informant belonged. In an instant they vterev”“ i
among the tents, sabring all who hurried forth to defend
 their wives and children and property. The camps in the
. immediate vicinity shared a similar fate, and the sun rose
; ,‘on a mela,ncholy proce ssion of captwes bound in g‘ang&‘

Those‘ who by Solioi ot wounds or inﬁi-mihesj ;ﬂu"“



;spite‘ of then' méhfference to suﬁenng, the '.l‘urltoa-"

 were with spoil and a numerous train of captives, and this
pﬂro"ved‘the salvation of those captives who sm'vwed, for
i ‘iﬁ* gaye the inhabitants of the country time to assemble.

bould make but slow progress, encumbered as they

The passes ahead were seized by armed levies and the i
Turkomans found their retreat barred. They broke

through but it was at the expense of their booty. Evary‘ T

captive and such other property as had been carried off

' haw:l to be abandoned and even then the passes were noti
 forced without loss to the marauders; and so the brief

‘ 6xpe:nence of Ibrahim Khan, the Kashani, of his capt1v1ty ;
in the hands of the Turkoman, was brought to a ]oyful i
concluslon. |

" Ofttimes the poverty of the inhabitants around Nad

: Ah impels them to seek a livelihood in far distant lands ;
and among them are to be found men who have travelled
a8 far ag Merv in order, as they say, “to fill their bellies.”
Just wfter our arrival in the country two young lads set
mﬂ}for Merv, in April, 1908, to seek for a relative who
ha.d migrated from Nad Ali some years previously, and of
whom no news had found its way back to that place.
Theu slender’ stock of provisions and their ragged felt
yda.ks were carried by a single ass. On foot, or with an
mel ride when overcome with fatigue, they traversed
&rads of ‘in‘i‘,les‘ to their destination, where they had




’m good condition atter his so;;ourn in the pwﬁu’“

Mery, they retraced their steps and arrived at their |
“sufely at the close of September, having completed
return journey in something over a month and a half.

. What struck all of us was that ‘the mha.bitmta ‘
Nad Ali, whether they belonged to the paverty—&tnekm

. Baluch, or to the more prosperous Afghan tnbasma :
settled in the country, nearly all wore secondhand Brltlsh‘
military tunics. Some of these garments were

_ ancient, faded and ragged, with perhaps here and th a
tell-tale patch where the original colour oould be xden o
_ fied. Perhaps a solitary button with the arms of Engh
o a.nd an old regimental number upon it still h‘ngamd in th
wearer s possession, hanging from his neck on an old and
very greasy cord. Probably the coat had besn ,bmggm
Iong before at a moment of ﬂeetmg prospenty folloy




nniforms un(loubtedly ﬁnd a rea.dy sale among the com-
_ m’iﬂmoned ranks of the armies of countries ad]ounng IndJa,
o wan& Baluchistan, and the tunies of privates are greedxly
. purchased by the population at large. The linesman’s red
_ tunic is the favourife, though the dark blue of the artillery .
 runs it close ; the former is longer, and to the Asiatic mind
a shorb coat or tunic savours of indecency. The dark rifle
o ‘gxﬂee;n coats of the Baluch battalions of the old Bombay
: mfantry reglments were also by no means rare, and some
. of the wearers of these possessed properly attested dis-
 charge papers,
Ome of these men produced a basket of vegetables which

he had probably obtained from a friend, and as the mess
. was at that time very short of vegetables, this was the

‘mpst acceptable offering anyone could have made us. On
‘the strength of his basket of vegetables, when the appoint-
inent became vacant this man was permanently installed
as head gardener to the British Consulate at Nasratabad.
Some time after, as the garden consisted of numerous and

deep trenches, more or less damp or containing subsoil

‘water, in which nothing would grow, I asked him if he had
had previous experience of gardening. He drew himself
' up and saluted in a most approved military style.  Sir,”
said he “Ido just: what their lordships tell me to do!”

i ‘} The condition of the garden was sufficiently explained..

Both Afghans and Baluchis wear the Bntmh military










ilt cohtmued ‘through many ages of time. The h;lstory*

o h&k&nm, like that of most places in Seistan, is a tale

pical of the whole. ‘
_The Sun;a.rams, who long held rule over Cha'kansur,‘, 5

lmmy generations had been the lords of the place.

Jahan Beg, the leader of the ‘%a,ngarams recognised the “
posﬂnon of the ruler of Chakansur and paid grazing dues
and rendered other tokens of subserviency. At last it
,ea,me to pass that affairs in Seistan went steadily from
bad to WOrse, and in those troublous times a man like
Jahﬁn Beg and his son, with a tail of armed followers to
) -ba.ck them, became persons worth conciliating. Thus it
‘q'a.mé' about that in qoui'se of time a marriage was arrange‘«fi
between the son (who had in the meantime succeeded his

. father in the lordship of the Sanjarini immigrants) and the

daughter of the lord of Chakansur. ;

: olence and bloodshed. One story may be related tu‘.‘ .

were ongma]ly the vassals of an ancient family who for : :

‘ For‘ the Sanjarini this was merely a step towards

rea.hzmg his ambitions, which did not stop short of
‘gammg possessmn of the town and castle. After the ;

to dWeII for a time in the fort with his wife. Of course,
aav only na.tura.l he should hke to do so. It was also




; On a.ll sxdes but the west the dlstmct of ‘wh‘ie
‘kﬁmur is the nominal capital is bounded by other
‘.&‘ist‘ricts, but on the west its limits are impdr‘t‘a‘.n
-'daﬁnmg part of the frontier with Persia. | Bu;l 8

‘centuries :a,go, the lofty walls and keep of bhe m A
. without doubt of good workmanship, but for all its
qualities Chakinsur iz no longer the actual seat
government. The importance of the place really da
~ back to the time when it was the only town in the
u",';‘aountry to the east of the Helmand lower than the sma.ll
fortalice of Kadeh. At that time the sub-division o
Ka,ng was a swamp, being subject to annual munda&ﬁ g
. when the channel of Ilamdir was the Helmand N@ thw
: dmtnct is well inhabited and full of permanent vil
~ and a modern fort called Kala-i-Kang is in eﬁect the m
 of government, as we found that our old friend  the
Akhundzada had built himself a resxdence close to it.
KalaFl-Ka.ng, or the island fortresa is built on
‘bout t«bree hundred ya.rds in diameter, Melf f




‘ A ‘ sidaé aﬂwnt:
h uﬂdred feet long is defended in the usual ‘way
On ﬂw south and north sides are two gates over whmh s
( ; re are. chambers. The ground rises to a hexght of
2 a.boub ten feot above the general level of the country.
On the south the ageent is very gentle, but on the norbh,
 there is rather an abrupt drop to the ditch whieht**iﬁ‘ i
ossed by a narrow permanent causeway. Thig dlfhch‘
ami‘Ounds the place, and supplied the materials from
“‘VI"wlnch the walls have been constructed. It can ‘be
o deseribed as nothing less than a great cesspool. The
s‘tagna,nt water is not very shallow, but it is the colour
of strong tea, and: the banks of the ditch are foul
bey«md description, g
On the 16th of March, 1903, when I rode through b
‘ pla.@e on my way to Ibrahimabad, it would have been 3
L f&iﬁicult point to decide which was filthier—the ingide or
i butslde of the fort. All round the inside of the walls
was & row of stalls for use either as stables or as quarters
for the men. The superior officers lived over the gates and
‘jm the ‘towers at the corners of the enclosure. The ingide
‘of the fort, owing to the salts in the soil on which it
| stands, was wet and slippery. On all sides there were
"""f"‘r,great heaps of festermg stable refuse and litter, and =
"j‘meml dirty artificial pools added to the general dis- }
'reputmsble air of the place. These pools, like the moa.t e
‘contained water of the colour of strong tea, with a thiek '
,lldw scum on the stagnant surfa.ce which the wind had i
K2




e sucmssmn of ages to the present ﬁme b
‘ﬂ,s stronger slgmﬁca,nce than. is conveyed b our

‘between the two main branehes of the river, tha :
/ amd the Rud—1—Pa.rum, in consequence of whwh when




sm paruy~0ross inﬁo Persia.
Dost Muhammad —Changes brought 4
mound af at antiquity —A dense growth
e&;{@w of green food —~Takht- i-Shah---Surp)
MoeMahon—An ‘undesirable %uest and his strange
_conference A token of friendship—Pleasan
d pi g was, hunted-—The rising Helmand—Re :
in lg&angx %rosa the Pariun A dilerama snd & timely hing--A

ﬂooda——'l‘he importance of reclamation works - Dey
| ¢ annual rige of the Helmand.—A princely deba
-~—The Aham; of Seistan—Yakub the Bmgmd.




| Dosb Muhammad where the o was a ‘shopkeepe we bad
 been told, whom we wished to interview in order to obta:
" supplies for some of our party. At this distance from the
' ‘Difurcation of the Helmand the Siksar branch of the n_val*.
‘had dwindled to a wide diteh at the bottom of which there
Wa;g a little stagnant water and deep ooze. Tt was a
_obstacle for our camels, but tamarisk grew all around in
great profusion, and we tore off branches and cast them
into the channel and very soon made it practicable for our
_ tmnsport animals. = As for ourselves, the Berthon boat,‘ ’
which Sir Henry McMahon had very kindly put at our
. disposal, enabled us to cross the shallow water mthout
i getting covered with mud. i
. On this occasion we saw for the first time Wh&t a SeIM‘ .
could do with his mattock, or “tesha.” How useful thll‘ :
implement could be in cutting up a dead camel had been ‘ : i
abundantly proved, and now we saw with what ease the
~ men could cut down tamarisk bushes with it. The Fa.rsxwan,
who form the agricultural population, rarely or never use
. any other implement. It serves as an axe and is used as %
~ such, except where it is necessary to fell a large tree such 5
as a mulberry or a willow. The Seistani mattock has at:“ .
larger and heavier blade than the Indian implement, and
is put to uses that would soon ruin the latter. o
~ Even in a small detail like this, racial peculiarities a.m‘
ver‘y‘ noticeable. The Afghan cultivator wears boots, and'




of med.beas o b delie strotohed i pomt .
lose to the settlement, But when the main body of
coming down the Helmand sought a new course to
the west, and deserted the Siksar channel for the Rud-.:x*» ;
wring, the reed—beds which had formed round the monﬁh
the . Slksam shrank in size; the area of dry land in-
,'Wd, and swampy groind which had been nsed for
grazing purposes was taken up for cultivation. As the
need for irrigation grew mote urgent, canals were dug,
and in‘cﬂurse of time they drew off almost all the water
hat entered the Siksar. Then again in course of tame
) eaﬁe necessary t0 maintain the Siksar in workmg i
order by artificial means, and it was reduced to its present o




amous site of Kirkuieh—Karku Shah as it is ‘calle'
Th country in between is impassable by horsemen, and
we had to force our way on foot through a dense gro
of mmumk mtersected by ancient and long a,ba.ndon\ d
¢ _annels in which the Helmand had ﬂowed some forty
ears a.go, as well as by several irrigation channels. Th
latter were troublesome for they all contained wa.tet,
dﬂ:gent search had to be made for pla,ees whm




WILLOW GROVE AT. ZIARAT-I-GHAUS, OX THE SHELA CHARKH CANAL. . 3

(Close to Nad Al). =
- , [136] - Y




Ws the marks which had been left by then‘ teeth

ni lmg at the bark.

‘mound of Karku is of conslderable size It
wmhelght of some thirty feet above the gfronnd and
amands an extensive view of the whole of the Miin

Kangi distriet. We saw at the first glance tha.t this
muat be a gite of great antiquity. The efforts of the
i mha.bltants to extract baked bricks from the mound ha;dv i

: Iaid bare the foundations of an ancient edifice and brokefna |

yricks of vast size were lying about on all sides, The
ghest part of the mound was formed by the remains of
an ancient building, and on the eastern slope there stood
llwtxon of very modem Sexstam dwellings, of whlch; j_ :




To the west, rising clear of the fea,thery summlts of the
tama,msk ‘appeared the mound of Kohlak, and on the
summit could be distinctly seen the fragments of wmlim
Beyond that mound the hills towards Neh and B&n&ﬁn
‘were clearly wslble against the western sky, and “beyo‘ :

‘the heavmg outlines of still loftier ranges, culnmmtmg in
the table-topped summit named the Kalarleanhtarﬁfih "’




popula,tmn, ami this mference was. afterw‘
.d ‘ be fully ]ustlﬁed b

th gréa.ﬁ reed-beds of Bermga.k All thexr qa.ttle A
: b in that direction, and scouts were out a.lm i
Puza, which was beg'mmug to ﬁll with W&t@ “




by a guest whom we had tried in vain to lose. At Deh
: I)ost Muhammad, a harmless lunatic attached himself to =
. our small party and followed us about the country. Eo e
~ was rather a celebrity in his way, and his history was well
| Bnown and o sad one. His manis fortuna.tely did not take
a religious bent, or he might have been an mtolembla
nuisance and a source of danger. In his more lucid
‘moments he proved himself to be extensively read i in ‘the
vo]amc authors of Persia, and in addition he posmsed.‘a
nonudemble lmowledge of Persum folklore 3 bub every




ather “ 8 dea.th he had given h:mself up to hterahure andl

@ seems tohave beenaman of acareless a,ndplea.sure«lonng{
temperament, not very strong-minded perhaps and qmtg

and the succession of Mir Gul to his father’s position are
said to have excited the jealousy of his younger brother,
. who at last made up his mind to remove Mir Gul from his
‘path. A plot was laid not against Mir Gul’s life but‘j '
| against his reason; which the younger brother is credited
w f»h destroying by a potion composed of the sweat of a
‘ an ol. Whatever the cause, the mind of the wretched \
‘man became unhinged to such an extent that he aba,ndonedf
hls home and his family and wandered about the country
in a half-naked econdition, subsisting on what the people
gave him in the way of food.
. Arak-i-Shutar (camel sweat) is the name given to the oﬂy
i mbsta,nce that exudes at the nape of a camel’s neck, The
sha.ggy maneof a camelis frequently soaked and matted with
thm substance which seems to issue from two placeson either ‘
mde of the spme. Thxs oﬂy substance or d:scharge is

; uphymca,l disputations to the prejudice of his aﬂ‘mrs.‘_‘

thout ambition. The division of the family property i




i At about 10 o clock the next mommg j
messenger handed me a note from Sir Henry \

ﬂx&ds on as the rendezvous. It; was todwold




phelter of the latter we were protected to a great extent
fmm dust and the incessant buffeting of the wind. Itwas
al ‘ ostevening when we separated and Wanlissand Ireturned
on foot to camp at Burj-i-Mirgul in the teeth of a faxrly?

trong gale. The same night the wife of the Kad Khuda,
or 'ah;ef man of the village, sent us a present of some cakes i
wlnte and carefully ground flour which had been prepared iy .
or our especial benefit, - « They were a welcome change
fmm the unleavened bread on which we had been compelled
o live ; and we were the more gratified because it was the =
first token of good feeling we had received from the local . "
,ropnla.twn. ; S
o The‘nex’o day we continued at Burj-i-Mirgul, and as the o
wind abated in the afternoon we paid a visit to the Kad
‘Ehuda Sher Muhammad, who had called on us upon our
st arrival at his village. He and his brethren were very

‘p@ken old genﬂemen and they made us very welcome







;eﬁn migbalffhepm&m bythexrmva,ges ‘WH
were wla that in p&rts of the swamps wild pig were at
ne hme”se numerous that people were afraid to go near.
Although the boar is unclean, yet the Baluchis say that i
he is a stout “kifir ” whom it is allowable to slay. There
the permission ends. The carcase of the slain animal is '
allowed to rot where it falls. If dogs have been used m |
ﬁw chase, they are permitted to gorge themselves on the o
ﬁésh At S ahdak we gathered from our mformant some
pamtwulwrs of the manner in which the Seistani Baluch
hunt the wild pig. The Seidds or professional hunters own
a/ graa,‘h number of dogs (Conolly describes them i
resembling the Bhil dogs of India) which are followed on iy
the hunt by a crowd of men, some armed with matchlocks, ‘
hqmted pistols, or swords, and others only with sticks.
S jmabmes when the ground is favourable men with fire-
‘ a.rmn are placed in ambush, and the pigs are driven past i
. them ; ‘ab others the sportsmen beat the jungle in a body'
~ with their pack of dogs. Occasionally a run:ning fight is
"kt’}pfi up for a long distance, and if a fierce old boar isbeing
| &*mked he may do & good deal of damage both to man and
dogs before a lucky shot puts an end to the struggle. To
1ave slain a large boar is accounted a feat to be proud of,
i¢ the arms used are generally very crude, and ’ohe.‘ e

muni ition is very much home-made. |
e ;]ungles a,round Sidhdak used to be a very favmnte



wme to delay much Ionger in the an Kang
very prospect if we did so of our ing ¢ :
o vest of the party. Accordingly we broke up our
' at Siihda,k on the 8rd of April and m&rchad to the
btanoh of the river.
. At first we experienced no d1ﬂicu1ty though
'tx,on cuttings were full, the land between them W
‘t about three miles beyond Siahdak we ax
utakuts of the area which is subm rged b




) ‘n‘wrewsd zmd we very soo‘n’ cmne to
| of culﬁmted ground most ma.dequa,i;ely defemi

] y dmt of good rates of payment a.nd much pat:,enee’;
nd cletemummon, we had been able to secure the semm, ‘
; ’about thirty to forty men to help our laden came

| wﬁy enabled to hghten the burdens of all our camels veryif i
fma.tetmlly and relieve the more feeble animals of all but
! ;mnal loa.ds. The patch of cultwatlon was a most

a, ut an hour’s delay we made a fresh start in good trlm i
for the struggle before us. For about two miles we
Woumi in and out between partially submerged tamamsk i
ﬂuckets all the time in water, though of very va,rymg‘ :
“,,  elepthg. Suddenly, as we splashed across an island over
 which the water was comparatively shallow, we found
_ourselves on the edge of the main channel of the Pariun,
Whlléh at first sight seemed to be fully a mile wide, though
; ‘afbemards we found it to be a good deal less.
' This wide expanse of clean water setting towa.rds the,‘
Eamun mth a current which we estimated to be about one \
b m& & half miles an hour was at the first glance calculated ~
&a.mp our spirits, but it had to be crossed and we set
awaalves %o do it, We had been told that a ferry hmif
L2




| bwsmess with the Govemm', and others who hwd 'tm
! of ﬁhen- own in the vﬂ]&ges beyond the Panun i




\ _,«.;Ea»ét Khudas who had erossed from the eppoaﬂ;e si&e
id had endered mto conversation with us. This person
| ,,.udﬂgad ug to lose no time in getting over the Pa.mm, since
 at that season of the year s sudden fall in the river was
; certmn to be followed by a very mmch greater rise, andw .
‘ m.oreover there was a good deal of water out on the oppomte i
: fde of the main stream. On our telling him of the difficulty
- we were placed in, and how our requests were slighted -hy:‘
tha Seiads who plied their rafts before our eyes and seemed
t‘ﬂ enjoy our plight, the good Kad Khuda smiled, and said T
‘tha.trfrom time immemorial the only methods that great
- monarchs had ever found to answer with the stubborn
" ‘géista‘ni were summary in their operation, and that ﬁxe i
people of Seistan now appreciated no other methods. We
understood at 1ast what course we shonld have to adopt if
‘we wished to cross the Pariun that afternoon. Bub we
deferred our simulated fury till our friend the Kad Khuda .
had mounted his pony and had disappeared into the jungle,
thmugh which we could hear him splashing on his way ,
~ home.
i The men of the camel corps, whose camels formed our
* tramsport, were armed with broad and heavy cutlasses of
a most formidable appearance. After the Kad Khuda had i
depa.r‘bed we bade half-a-dozen of these men draw their =
mpons, and with this display of force ma.de a most




' 'LOn elther side of our haltmg»plmewere la.rge island
it ally submerged, between which narrow,windin
clear flowing water were bounded on either mde 0y
“growth of rods of the young tamarisk, looking lik
beda of osiers. The expanse of shallow waﬁer i:n" '

,‘ wlmh they fished with lines and nets, and a row
atakes extended for some two htmdmd yarda or !
the edge of the deep-water channel. 'The f rther
was wooded with tamarisk, beyond which the undu ’
lmes of hxgh sa,nd dunes gave dlstmctwn to 'ohe mne tm,




¢ mney, adding a small present to each for the ze&l ﬂm
‘had displayed. We parted the best of friends, and o
Wula hear the men congmtulsmng themselves on their
ood da,y s work as they punted their rafts home aerqss
wabers It was a novel experience for them to find that
ey ’mnved their wages without any part of it h@mg
eated by middlemen, and. they were properly aamphed i
d dehghted by this unheard-of procedure. it
; The rise in the river predicted by our good frlend the”f" .
' Kad Khuda took place during the mnight, and the next
mommg we found a stream of water fully four hundred
’* ! yards wide between our camp and the main land, the
4 ‘f“ | ‘:W&ter reaching to within a few feet of our tents. Th,re:\
: Wt%re no ¢ tutms » available for the second crossing ; 5 a.ml i
, decided to push on before a further rise in the rwerﬂ
ok place We now.reaped the fruits of our deliberate
ovement i in the Mian Kangi, as our camels had been able
to iecover condition to a considerable extent. Althoughﬂ




maé are under water at that time. After the ﬁoods h







‘them. The tama,nsk it mnst be a.dm |




‘:unless strengthened or largely oomposed of fascmﬁ f
tamarisk, wonld not be able to resist the action of the
- water. The only protective embankment which is main-
! ta,med by the Government is at the north-—wéstem
extremxty of the Mian Kangi, where land has 'been
gradually reclairoed by means of embankments whmh
_have been constructed during the season of low Watﬁnu
“:"'Ax:cordmg to local accounts this work of land reclamad:wn
was initiated by Sardar Sharif Khan, and smcex ‘his
. rebellion and the confiscation of his land grants in o
' ‘about 1896 it has been continued by the Deputy Govemo
The embankment, on which the prosperity and vaslue .of i
‘the property depends, is carefully repa.u'ed every spnng', |
the various townships contributing each its quota of
labourers, or maintaining the length of embankment
within its limits in thorough repair,
- The hlgh importance of works of this chamcter is at
~ once apparent when the river rises. Then, as one wa}kﬁ
along the summit of the embankment, there is seen on ﬂle '

~ side of the river a wide expanse of water and ta.ll reed-
il ?beds, and on the other gide rich dry land under cultlmtmn




hen Chnshe passed through the country, crops of wheat
1 d barley were mlsed there, and the grain was exported

l Qhara a;nd there stand specimens of the mulberry, whose
il v‘\ha.rd wood has resisted the action of both wind and wa.ber,
and whose trunks record the levels reached by the floods
‘,a,t various times during the past ten years—the period in
| eh the Pariun has developed to its present gize.
‘ kah‘;buﬁh and camel thorn have usurped the places of

vines and pomegranates, and the fields once clad with

: ﬁ.ng crops are now covered with thickets of the rapld]:y




"penod A British officer who saw Ium in Heratm‘ k
has sﬁa,te(i that tlns descenda.nt of an ﬂlumk‘nou‘

»‘-'ﬁsi“de their ‘business to watch him jgo by.‘ ‘ :
he wa,s a debauchee a.nd a voluptua.rv, destltube of

.a.nd owls. Their supremacy is disputed and theu" se(ﬂ:ln
disturbed only by the ghoulish, naked forms of those men
. who exploit the ruins for saltpetre when the subsxdenw
fxof the water renders the place accessible. /
. The flooded ares forms a marked division betwem :
'part of Selstan where there are permanent vﬂlages and '




aga m Seistan to whom on occasions he ha,d proved
geful tool Yukub’s patmn vias ab emmty mﬁhthq




_‘whwh end he was gomg to devotze hm ﬁme a.ndq er
Now Said Khan dwelt not far off on the oppomg edg
‘the Pariun area, at a small hamlet named Milak, whmh:
was conveniently situated with respeot to Afghan bemtory
Only a strip of jungle about five miles wide and two or
. three channels of the Pariun separated Yakub from hxg
intended victim, and the brigand’s loose tongue a,nd aver‘,
‘ ‘confidence in his own prowess proved his undoing.
| S2id Khan had a very clear idea of the course to be
pursued, but as he was advanced in years he made over to
his eldest son the active part in dealing with the mpmdwt i
 Yakub. The son laid his phns well—and he did not talk
“One mght attended by a band of trusty partisans, he
 made his way through the jungle and across the Pariun. |
"by the light of a waning moon and surrounded Yakub’
. dwellings. Having carefully posted his men, he opened L
fire at daybreak on the tents and huts which sheltered his
“ enemy. The latter replied and for a time a brisk fusillade e
was iept up on both sides. Tf all the stories in circulation
are true, the women of Yakub’s party took an active sha.re ,
in the defence and proved worthy partners of the outla.ws h
by the courage they displayed. But by the time the sun.
yose all was over. Yakub and his associates were emt&mx
dead or dying, and it is said that only one or two chﬂdmm

| escaped. il
Wl‘hh the death of Ya.kub who was a ruffian of 2 véry




va:r, a ol ma,y be said about the prospecta of an
o _aw‘mversmn of the waters of the Helmand in this
*'&m«mm. Like the Mian Kangi, the tract to the west. is
' Iy composed of very recent deposits of alluwna,lv soil.
the midst of these there are inclusions of an older
rmatxon and harder material which form low platea,us,v‘ :
ery | little rmsed above the recent deposits, but yet
Wﬁm&nﬂy 80 to be above the reach of water, These
lateans are not commanded by the modern canal system
of S&imm Their summits are almost destitute of”“ o
: tation, and the ivory-white colour of the soil is in e
i strong contrast with the verdure that everywhere clothes
the land which water nourishes. The long and narrow“
platea.u on which the ruins of Zahidan are situated is the
‘most important and pronounced. Tt rises gently from the
st to drop more steeply to the east, and offers the only
‘bstm‘,]e there is in the country to the westward set of the‘ j
mar ad, Any further development in this direction can |
ﬁa.ke pla.ce 1f the river turns the southern end of the




ofuge i :
of its approach . Personal co
afusnow?fsdﬂtan fly and :ts
ality &mnng ‘




] Whﬂﬂ this mst e freely admitted, it ma.y ‘fa,irly b3 :
‘élaimed‘ for the Mission that it collected stores of data both







Dus pu.rts of the country, On the plateau whxch bears:a

ruins of Zahidan there are in places rifts some hun- i

@é;df yards long and quite fifteen or twenty feet deep =
amdmany more in width, the materials of which haf‘ve"jw
16 to form the sandhills that have gathered round the

' One day in particular I remember, in Septem'ber:

ﬁrst yea.r we spent in Seistan, when I was in =

to laeward of the exposed summit of a low platean

wtrgfcl;es ,frqm :j:he, west of Nasratibad in the dlreot;qn i







nd 'of 120 days is the ome constant feature in tﬂef

imate of Seistan. Tt may vary slightly in streng‘hh a

duration from year to year, but invariably it blows from

 north-north-west. Its exact direction at its hqlgh‘tu,lv

384 degrees west, and five degrees on either side of that
bea.rmg is its greatest deviation. A change from its general" :
‘ dfjectwn always precedes a cessation of wind. At Lta“y‘:
commencement it may fluctuate within the ten degrees of

b ‘mn:mon a]luded to, but as soon as it has set and has

mcreased in velocity, its direction remains unchanged tall

. it ag&m approaches its termination.

! ‘The wind is due when two months have ela.psed after : .
| the anroz Festival (21st March). Sometimes itis punctual,

as it was in 1904, when it commenced on the 22nd Ma.y'

" ﬁith a strong gale which lasted four or five days, though :
' it did not set in in earnest till the 5th June. On the other =
hand in 1902 the wind did not set in till July, and it was
Cnot. 50 stx‘ong as in the following year. After the 5th~
»,‘e, 1904 there was a great deal of wind throughout the »
onth, but no greater velocity than sixty-five miles an “ﬁ‘_
\hour' as recorded by our two anemometers. From t\hej

i




‘ riod of os,hn Wea,ther, by the appem'zmce ine
h e‘ morth-»w«ast of horizontal bars of dust or




he ﬁumm@r is OVer. In 1904 this film of smo
@bserved on the 23rd August. The minimum tempawtm-
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’ ﬁm eas£ endurable. ‘ As in the case of th“










: below their jaws. On this occasion the camel 00 de
| i dra.w the bladder into its throat agam in the umml

was c.hokmg, and though hhe men in charge soon sa,w W,
j had happened and tried to force back the bla&der, )
efforts to save its life were useless. The camehnen‘ sai
‘ that this was a very unusual occurrence. More. than ¢
' usual amount of bladder had been ejected and. cmzld not be
elther drawn back voluntanly or put back a.rtlﬁela.ﬂy




that the lo(s of a mckly beast is f&r from a ha,p

mgaxd the persommel of the Mmszon, casualtiea W
ratively few in view of all the condxmons.; ne
ster, which attmeted widespread attention as affordmg,
another ﬂlustmhon of the splendid devotion to duty of '
whwh‘ our native Indian fellow-subjects are capable,
a8 the more regrettable because it might have been
ided but for an excess of zeal on the pa,riz of fui
d and expe;nencpd native survey officer. It is diffieult
lnme the spirit of adventure that led Khan :Ba.haaurf
0h1—ud~dm to attempt the crossing of the Daaht»
1 thé dreaded Plain of Death) at the very vmrst time
ear the middle of June, when any mshap or mis: :
would mfambly reault in the destructlon 'of,the




, there was wa.ter in the depression of the Gra.za.] B
~ dingly, the Khan Bahadur decided to malke the af
eross the plateau. i

of it, but by that time of the year it had tumed nt
‘ Vtcantra,ted brme, whlch badly affected men and :

“ tha river. 'I‘here seems to be no doubt whatnem thi
i ‘ha.d under-estzmated the distance to be traverse

; ‘qf fifty miles, it was eighty, or therea,bm
 distance killed him and his men. Thinking th




the plamu, and came to a pla,ce whera a lofty
st"-a-d@ep sha.de., Here another ha,lb was. ca.llﬂd‘




ﬁhim to the1r tents. As soon as he recovered‘ hi




SHRINE OF KHWAJA AMRAN.

the peculiar architecture of the ruined minaret ; like a Chinese pagoda.




rky was orgamsad and soon foumi
men who had sta.ye& behind in tl}







mmm THE BOUNDARY. |

\ éurwyed b%; the Mission of 1903 5-—~Inatruatxons o survey the |
iple frontier—Hlaborate arrangements--Regular camp established —
o usefulness of melons in the desert—View from Sena Rud - Birds
in the dsaeﬂz~ngmtmn of wild fowl-~* Fossils -~ The ¢ River of th
béﬂprt | The Panther Mountains—Desert larks and the water tanks
_ Sir Henry McMahon inspects our work —Progress in the Trade Route
= Wells sunk —The Mission’s last tour in Seistan -The Lake basin--
ver 'scenery—Hydrophobia in the camp-—Mad ]ackals ~Baluch
voman mauled by a jackal-—Sheikh Weisi—A blizzard and its effects
-Reeds and their seeds A terrific wind One hundred and twenty

‘miiles an. hour —Mad wolf rushes the camp at night—Our heavy losses |

: *Eplﬁlemw of rabies—Pasteur Institute at Kasauli-—The shrine
of Bibi Dost. ‘ i

In the settlement of frontmr disputes such as had arisen
Smstam, survey work must necessarily play a large pa.rt. iy k

The survey operations of the Mission of 1903-5 were on

i extensxve scale and embraced not only Seistan but‘f\
‘considerable tmcts of the surrounding country. Altogether L

au area of about 38,000 square miles was surveyed on a

~ seale both of four miles to the inch and one mile to the
 inch. In this way not only was greater detail given to
1~];(»reyfmuﬂ maps, but several districts which before were
qmte unknown were explored for the first time,
M\mh of this work was carried out for the purpose of ob-
taining knowledge of the general conditions of the frontler i
problem which the Mmsxon had been sent to solve, and thero
: géneml re;owmg in our midst when, after we had been
‘(disan over a year and a half, Sir Henry McMa.hon
b A S







‘-‘bﬂ,sa of supplies, near Ahabad & régula:r camp
‘was estabhshed a,nd a.ll possible arra.ngementa made befw
‘hand. Eva,porahon. we could not avoid-—but it was very
ceésamy that the water-skins should not leak, To pr; ¢
gainst this danger the services of a cobbler were engage,
and it was arranged that the water-skins should be filled
‘some ‘hours before they were to leave the base camp, and |
‘ :?fthat any leaks then revealed should be mended and the
“sems caulked with cotton waste and tallow. To get tallow -

Vwe were obliged to purchase sheep and have them k;llad,
| s there was no other way of providing it. Russian

: pbtrolenm had been imported into Seistan from the north
x,and the large drums containing the oil, when emptied and
clbaned,' made very useful receptacles for storing the water
' gent out to us in the desert. Empty kerosene oil tins and,in

| fact, any kind of vessels that would hold water were at &
o premium. Each person was supplied with a canvas bag
k for holding water, which kept ‘the water beautifully cool,
‘though the porous material allowed the contents to
‘ evapomte very rapidly.
In addition to our supplies of water camel loads of

- melons were purchased and often formed a most useful
! wbshtute. The fruit used to be served out to each man
nd to the riding camels, the latter getting all the fruit
h&t‘ ha:d been bruised or crushed in transit, Once the




_wﬁllay of the Sena, Rud, following the wmﬂmg COUT
‘ﬁs od 'deep waber eha.nnel .About eaghtaen mﬂem ab

i ishe slmvellad remams of the vegetatxon that lmd spfung up
inthe previous spring still endured as awitness to the power
| of the sun during the summer months. The desiccated re-
| jma,ins of alkali bushes and of the desert tammak hwd faded i
: sueh an extent that their presance éould bnarel :
ﬁetected from a distance. Too dry and sa.pless to
useful as fodder, they provided us with fuel. me
'mmt all the camels except three or four for ndmg w
| gent back to the water camp, and henceforwa.rd 1oads of
fodder nsed to be sent out for the use of those whmh i
 remained,
Our camp in the Sena Rud, where our wark kept. u
"nome little time, was situated in one of the wﬂdeat ‘ar
most desolate spots that it is possible to nnagine. Undera
‘fpa.le blue sky there was spread out a wide expanse of ter-.
maes riging one above the other towards the south, cowréd
‘ﬁh blackened fragments of gravel, ugamst wh b th
narrow w}ute stmp of the mnment rxver-bed stoad out;
high rehef '1‘0 the north the steep alopaa of the Ba




the‘ ‘oa,mels were two. huge ra,vens, whxch had follawed s
the caravan up the va,lley Fluttering from pmnm:le m e
" pmna.ole of the weatherworn cliffs they had kept pace w1th‘ e
o the loaded camels, knowmg full well that sooner or later
""‘thay would have an opportunity of gorging themael*vzes on“l i
_any that suoccumbed to disease or hardship. The gloss”
,7 'ph:ma,ge and hoarse notes of these birds, as they called to |
. one another from the cliffs, harmomsed well mth the ,‘ i

desola,te Burroundmgs of the camp.
 Later on we were visited by desert larks, when they
‘ .dlsoovered that our tanks held water, Then the wild fowl
,f‘begn,n to move eastward, and wisps of teal and duck pa,ssed‘ 4
. ovexhea.d on their journey from the lake towards the
swa.mps ‘and lagoons of the Indus and still turther east i
) Shortly after sunset, wedge-shaped flocks used to mak«_a i
 their appearance moving swiftly eastwards, and thexr
 flight continued till the small hours of the morning. Long
after darkness had set in, and their forms could no longer
- be dlstmgmshed their movements could be followed by
L ;ﬁhe sound of the strokes of their powerful pinions. The
i ‘atronger birds could make the passage mthout mishap,
but very frequently the feebler coot were unable to reach
the banks of the Helmand, and were compelled to uhght b
on the desert to suffer a lingering death from thirst, Fully o |
‘ ﬂozen exhausted coot were taken ahve in the nelgh-




'hhout stoppmg to have a talk. For a Balueh tm d
ahom ‘he must be in a desperate hurry for ordmnaml :
i8 the most loquacious of mankind. Doubtless the au.tﬂe
_had been lightly come by and the Baluchis were hasﬁenmgx
"t get into Afghan territory by way of the Sena Rud, the
i admtages of which for such purposes have been descnbed
in a previous chapter. The frontier passed a hundred
“ yards from our camp, and probably these suppused mtﬂ"
' 'eves were the first persons who derived any béneﬁt frot

At thm same camp a report was brought to me tharﬁ in
"‘me leading to the Allahyir NaWa.r gome. large bones
ha,d ‘been. discovered partially buried in th@_ ‘amm




‘ lemﬁng down to the hollow and rollmg mght to"the ‘

dﬂgmes the strmght line of the bouno:lm'y?“vms~'1 ;
con ‘ned.tewards the south-west and at length we enww&
delta-‘ i the Rud-a-&yaban—-—the “River of the Deseﬂ
up whwh nearly two years before, Ward and I had pasue&
to the ruimz of the City of Rustam. Tt is not so very long‘f g
ago, as history cpunts, since the Helmand poured its waters
own the Rud-i-Biyaban, finding an outlet in the delta
' i‘ﬁugh ha»lf—w-dowen channels which are shll daﬂned by :




1:0 catch the hght while the low country between waﬁ, ;
shadow. As the sun passed the meridian, the lwri?h‘

 western trend of the range caused the detail very sdsm to
be lost in deep masses of shadows, ﬁrst almost purple, avnd““ e
“then, @s the light faded, a deep pure blue. With this |
' panorama in the distance (for the peaks were quite thiﬂ:y ‘ i

or forty miles away) the tame foreground of the abandoned .
" delta was glorified, especially at or near sunset when the““ |
,gmvelmovered summits and the mausolea, which crowned"f
' them were bathed in a flood of mellow light and at times

‘were almost luminous, so rich were the tones of gold and

orange which transfigured the adobe buildings and theV |

‘broken terraces on which they stand.

It is in many respects a very interesting tract The
wide plams that extend to the Lake basin from the foot of

‘ ‘the cliffs on which we had been setting up the boundary‘
-pllla.rs are covered with a multitude of natural mOunds, i

“varying from five to forty-five feet in helght most of

- which represent the depth of the upper soil that has been

removed by eresion. Each of these mounds is cwwmed




( ; ta.nt, and those bxrds must have resorted ﬁhere ab lea.st
oxme 2 day ‘




’,be dug. There is no water nearer than tha vﬂla.gel
Warmal or Sehkuha, and the construction of the ongma.l |
well by Muhammad Reza Khén was a most useful tha “
. work for which many a weary traveller must ha.ve bleased:
fthe Sarbandi chieftain. i
 In 1904 six or eight wells were sunk, each a.bout ten feét
in diameter and as many deep, and these provided us with

& plentiful supply of water of a most excellent quality.

The wells were dug in the floor of a deep bay outlined

by cliffs, which form part of a wedge-shaped terrace -
) “sepamtin'g the northern or modern delta from that of the =

Rud-i-Biyaban. Whenever there is much water in the °
lake the bay in which the wells are situated is ﬂod&eﬁ, 'a}nd‘
 then for months water covers the floor and its waves dash o
on the narrow shingly beach at the foot of the oliffs, | 'l‘ha.t
is what happened the year before our visit. The Helma«nd

contained a discharge of about : an average ~volmne;mdf
the water found its way into the bay in which‘the post and

i
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(1) Lieut, Stewart, (2) Col. Sir Henry McMahon, (3) Major Walters. (4) Major Irvine, IM.S. (5) Mr. Tate. (6) Mr. Ward.
(7) Captain Bell. (8) Captain Ramsay,

A PIC-NIC PARTY—MOUTH OF THE FARAH RUD.
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water ]mown s the Hamun. (or Imke) of S&wari
from the town of Sawari Shih whjch lay below i“ :
and from the shrine dedicated to Sawari Shah, an fime

saint, which was situated on a bluﬁ of the westem shore
Tifteen miles of water, unbroken by reed-beds, lay beﬁweén‘
us and the shrine in a direct line from our camp. e
The last five or six miles of the bed of the River of Fa.r' b
‘had been scoured out to a great depth, and the water of
. the lake had filled this part of the river—which otherwise-‘
~was dry—snd formed a deep and winding pool between the i
‘wooded banks. Apart from the ever-present tamarisk, the '
steep banks were clothed very thickly with the Babylonian :
 willow, which still bore their rich autumn foliage. Every
detail of leaf and branch was faithfully reflected on the
placid surface of the deep water that filled the winding
reaches of the river, and the whole made a picture that
will not easily be forgotten. The belt of trees was only a
few yards wide. Beyond it was a zone of tamarisk very | N
little deeper, and immediately beyond, the open ground was
reached, A belt of Bunnu grass gave place to reedsin ‘
one direction, while a still more dreary view presented !

' itself in the other, where the ground wag thick with‘sa.liné‘ i
‘matter, which gave a curious wintry appearance to the ‘
landscape, and where only the alkali bush and stun‘béd
tamarisk grew. s
. These cheerless surroundmgs helghtened the effect of. i

the river scenery. Our fleet; was immediately launched onf: :
the pool, and the calm beauty of the landscape was height-




: ‘@ﬁs ouﬁhmng the ancxenb lines of fracture ca,used by the
settling down of the terraces.

e Aftér some of us had made a tour round the northern
shorea o£ the Sawari Lake, which occupied the rest of
“eeamber, it was time to return to our standing camp, as

‘the }Ielmand was rising, and every day brought news of
fresh areas in the Lake basin being filled with water. By
) nhddle of Jamm,ry the whole camp was once more on
the move. from the FMarah Rud, and now began a period of
. new a.nx;ety The very day that we lett, a man, who had
Y beaw bltben by a ]ackal early in December, and had

; thxs un.fmtunate man ha.d been b1tten, while the

o







XMAS CAMP AT HAMUN-I-SAWARI.
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n aoonewhad ahe set foot inside than a Ja,ckal semed her
th fnldeu When she stooped down and tried to dmve

0 1t“oﬂ' it selzed one of her hands and pulled her down, and

iy the time her nelghbours came to her assistance she had
. been fea.rfully mauled. Her husband being too poor to
. be able to make up an offering for the shrine of Bibi Dost,
iyl ‘.the reoogmsed resort in such cases, his neighbours out of “

$he hmd mwnmto anteer her hut Ia.te one @venmg, a.nd B )

their poverty raised a subscription, and the suffenng i

‘woman was taken to the shrine. ‘
On the day following my own experience of the boldness )
of t‘ho jackals, I rejoined the Mission at Sheikh Weisi.
‘Farly the next morning the wind which had sprung up
' rapidly developed into o blizzard. On the night of the
| 90th January fourteen degrees of frost were registered,

o and on the 2lst the temperature never rose above twenty

| degrees above zero (Fah.). During the whole of Sunday,
the 22nd, the temperature was never higher than thirteen
degrees above zero, and the following night the minimum
th‘eimometér recorded 4.5 degrees above zero on the stand

iy in the camp observatory, while two degrees above zero was

 recorded on the ground by another instrument. The
‘Helma.n& was frozem over in all its branches, and so
were even the shallower parts of the lake inside the reed
»bede where the water was protected from the wind. = After .
' thaw set in on the 24th the surface of the water was
| Qovered‘mthﬁ.deadj fish that had been nipped in the ice.

o 0




L ,tzhmkly that afber the gale hati abated i, app&mwe«l as
 smow had fallen, and in hollows and. beh;ind the rxdges of
¢ ploughed Selds, miniature drifts had collected. Although
" our tents were large and weather proof, and owing to ‘the
cold had been closely fastened, it was impossible to Imep

: the fluffs out. The ca.rpet of my tent was grey with them. )

| Ttwasa practical demonstration of the way in which thev
I distribution of the seeds takes pla.ee, and explamed how xt ;
e that reeds are found growing even in plaoea hke t.he' ‘
: Infemo of Seistan—after rain. ‘ ‘ : 1
- On the 26th January we marched to a place not far fmm e '
t.he ruing of Jallalabad, and that same evemng the wind
| again daveloped info a humcane. Next mormng b fmu.:zul'f “
that o small drift of snow had formed on the foot of




KUH-I-KHWAJA, LOOKING ACROSS THE VILLAGE OF MUHAMMAD SAFAR.

o

(From a Drawing by the Author.)







o ?'Wa*s at a loss which way to turn to Iook for. 1
meters. A faint gleam of light asea,pmg fmm ‘v
| Ir*vme?s coat pomted the w&y, a.nd then Irvme mxc e

and 4o note them, the buffeting of tha *wmd am&.; the
. gravel that was flung in our faces was almost oo much to
. be borne. Afterwards, however, we were gla.d that we

! had taken the observations, since they showed the wind to
have been blowing at a velchty of a hu.ndred wd twenty
mﬂea an hour. | ‘
f’ I)urmg ﬂns gale the a.vemp;e hour]y ve%ﬂty

we mm&ed dunng the Mmmn.‘ Pmewouq 1



mmperamra of 116 5 m ‘the shaadamthe hxghest reoor&ad f

‘ ‘Although the mnd—storm was quite enough to try us, the i

‘ menwhowera in charge of the camels had to contend aga.mat i

a stlll worse oxperience. Before dawn a mad wolf made
1 it appearance, and the first notice any one had of it was
: ‘imta rushmg into a tent where several men were asleep, and

‘ ourrymg off a thickly-wadded quilt which covered ong af o

‘ the men. The inmates of the tent were roused, and them 0
| wasno more sleep for any one for the rest of the night.
‘ There wore thrée camps with a large number of camels in
each, separated from one another by a space of about three
hundred yards, From one camp to another the wolf ran,
and though in the darkness the men were unable to see it,
the roaring of the camels warned them that the beast was
© in their midst. With their swords drawn the men stood
on th‘eirﬂ defence. In the darkness every mow and again |
‘a man would imagine he saw the wolf, and cut ab it,
and it is a wonder that they did not injure one another, as
the state of nervous tension must have been very great.
1t was barely possible to hear or see anything, and they
. were practically at the mercy of the frantic beast, which
‘;’r‘uéhed ‘backwards and forwards biting everything that it
N 6011‘1& reach until daybreak, when it made off. B
o When the da.mage the wolf had caused was added up it
0 ‘waas faund that seventy-eight camels alone had been injured
o by it Other animalg, such as dogs and goats, which had ‘




other camels. e |
| On the last day of Ma.mh news was bmught inm cam
'that the mad wolf hwd been destmyed I haﬂ ent
- Baluch enca,mpment where it tore the face of a sleeping
‘man; bit & second in the arm, and was shot by a thir& man
it close quarters. Tlns happened only a dozen miles ffmm
. our tra,nsport ‘camp. Fortuna.tely, ‘however, none
C:"meh were injured. ity
. For some time after the mad wolf had atta.cked mxr tmm-
i port lines, everyone in the main camp was on the wlert, 'tm
i ‘watch and ward were kept regularly every mght.  Almost
. all of us had built huts, but our quarters poesédm\nm :
' doors, and the curtains that afforded privacy w«are ﬁbc) i
glight a protection against the inroads of a savage a,mmal;
| Various incidents continued to spur our vigilance. One of
our nautive officers who was exercising a horse & little wuy i
| from camp came upon a wolf in its last agony, mnd a&ﬂy; f,
. one morning some Ghilzai camelmen brong'ht in & wolf
‘they had killed during the night. Tt had come right'in
~ among the men and camels, but the sentry was ready with
. his sword, and it made for the main canal, where thra men
 Killed it just as it was taking to water. A day or so later,
’ ”hamng ooca.smn to ride out to Misln, I met them an ©




uﬁoﬁa:f/ed smﬂ fa.ll 0 the ground dead. A wxlfl e
whm}i ‘ea.ts one of these dead birds mfa;lhbly éleve‘
mbles. 'I‘}ns is @ widespread superstition, and it seemed
not unfamiliar to the natives of India who were with me.
]Sumeﬁmw after the scare about mad wolves had submded,
a horse developed rabies, and had to be destroyed. Iﬁ wag
cmtt‘ of sorts one morning amd had been sent up ‘t‘o our
qmm 0 be inspected by the Commandant. On ﬂmvm

10188 mn ‘atb the groom, who dropped the ha.l’oer" |
ﬂed for his life mwards our huts, with the horse ,at his
haels Forhma,ﬁe}y for him, just as we thought he we:mld i
pe overtaken, o spasm seized the horse, which collapsed 011 o
| the ground a few yards from where some of us were ‘
] *ata,ndmg The whole thing passed so quickly that we
were unable to do anything, as the horse had showed no
exgns of any injury, and it i impossible to be a,lways prepmtl
for emary mnmngency The horse was led back to the
li:nea, and by evening it had become furious, kicking and
utmg a.t everythmg within reach, so that it had to be sﬁot ‘
ne m&n beelongmg t‘o the camel corps was uent for e




‘ } out of a bush :E‘ortnnately he wa.s a.ble to seme\ 1t befo
 he was bitten. He was unarmed, but having very luckily
: ‘caught the animal by the ‘throat he throttled 1t, ‘a.n&;\
_beyond a few scratches came off unsca.thed. This man
‘and the poor fellow who died at the Farah Rud of rabms‘" "
were the only persons of our regular establishment. wlw
were mJured At Sheikh Weisi, a Seistani employed. by‘,
us. was bitten while gathering fuel, but he of course weut;.;
off to the shrine of Bibi Dost. ' e
It was never qmte clear why Bibi Dost was suppoaed to i

| exercise a healing influence on injuries received from mbld‘f"“ :

animals. The popular idea is that no sooner is a person
“’bitten“ than he or she is mad—though the disease may nqt,: I
_ have taken an active form. The visit to the -shr‘iﬂ‘e”is“ o
believed to cure the suiferer»—«pronded of course that it 1  | :
bas not been decreed that he is to die in this way. P
| principal shrine dedicated to Bibi Dost is close to the '
village of Kasamabad. It is here that the suﬁerers resort
There are many shrines, offshoots of this, but the eﬂicauy it
of the cure is most sure at the parent shrine. The virtue
) attributed to this spot represents in allprobabxhty some
'éancwnt ‘belief of pre-Islamitic times which has been ¢
‘ . included in the Mohammeda,n faith = and recewed ita“' i
‘sa,nchon. G . ‘ e L

: "‘ 'l‘hete bl shrines s Afghanistan and in Indm, whxeh are snppoaad i
to cure all who visit them after being wounded by a rabid anim




Gaiek b omaneld’ whantngraT
gnmtﬁin one another—Farewell Durb’
komoward jonmay !




‘a.mu%ment on the wa,ters of the E‘g mand an
‘f Selstan Needlesstosay, the Missmnw




REGATTA DAY AT THE MOUTH OF THE FARAH RUD.

(Berthon boats under sail, rigged by Sir Henry McMahon.)




ery aftemoon, a,nd th:wughout the Mlssmu we were ab
-at headquarters— ~to follow the course of events that: were
Z\Vtaikzng place in other parts of the world gome of whmh
| wm*é not mthout an influence on our own work. 0
 An idea of the orgamsa,taon of the postal service can be
 formed from the fact that on one occasion I despatehed a
Ie%er to Quetta and received an answer on the thxrteenthﬁi‘

| day. Very rarely were letters more than seven or eight days o
: hil thé way out. The distance from Quetta to our sf;andmg | | o
Ly amp by the Trade Route, along which the mails were |

. carried, was five hundred and ffty miles. At that time
the railway had not reached Nushki, and no aids to progress
Il ‘suah ‘ag whoeled conveyances were available. The bags
i were carried by horsemen, or men on the mdiﬁerant ridmg  }‘5 Aol

camels of the desert. Parcels up to a pound in Wexght' i

: were carried in the letter bags, which made a very com- A
;sxdemble welght for the ponies in addition to then' riders,
 Omee or twice a post bag was lost, the mail rider bemg :
; ‘hesld up by outlaws between Quetta and Nushld, and once
‘ ,on}y an accident occurred due to an article badly: packed.
;; It was, however, a bad mishap, An officer of the Mission o
n had amnged that a bottle of a much advertised hair tonie
~ should be sent to him from Quetta at stated intervals. As

i 'rth»e‘purc.el m under the limit of welgh’o, it nsed to be




‘ ea,mp the eontents had apm'ead over emmhm.g 'm‘ vide bha

ba.g Letters came outin a ‘txmnsmrenﬁ condmonwbeauiag |

_ fully scented, but unreada.ble. Ha.vmg been away for the
day when that mail was delivered, I found on my retur )
the main street of the camp adorned with well-oxled sheets

of paper, carefully spread out on tent ropes and. busheﬁ. !

The mystery attaching to this display was solved when, on

_entering my tent, I discovered my share of oily letters care~ -

fully piled on the table. The experience was not repeated,
and it was the only accident that took place durmg the

penod of two and a half years that we remained in Selstam i

- ‘April, 1905, drew towards a close, and the suspense in

which we were kept about our departure began to hmra

 rather a trying effect on the nerves. At last eame the
- news that a visit was contemplated to the capital, where o
'rourid of farewell visits was to take place which would.
: mark the close of our stay in the country.

. On the last day of the month I rode towards the cxty,

where almost every other member of the Mmsmn had

assembled, and on the way paid a visit to the shrine of Bibi

‘Dost. It was at once noticeable how largely the s‘hﬁn‘e»‘,‘
had been frequented. The earth outside the encloging

wall bore great brown stains where the blood of vietims

had been poured forth. Those who could afford to do bW

wcnﬁced a sheep or goat, or perhaps a lamb or a kid,
while the poorer clags of pilgrims would probably be able
to provide with difficulty a cock for the purpose. Shredz

RN



ook, ” as aﬂ Ghmtmns are eaﬂgd, ta loofk at ~everythm !
‘ t, thé eha.inber where the so-called *bomb of the ysmnﬁ' ’
liwe& but they do so when there are at hand none of
the eountry folk, whose narrower pre]udwea mlght be
m:an&ahsed by such a proceeding.
) t wa,ﬂ a close warm day, and once more on the Zﬁhxd&n
teau I was exposed to the attacks of the Seistan fy,
Iﬁ would have been difficult for a stranger just arriving in
the country to credit our experience of the hurricane anélﬁw W
Mmhl we had endured a little more than a month beforey |
tmd ‘wfter 4 long and tedious ride, over irrigated lands and
thmugh eum%ls it was with feelings of relief that I“
sn mmﬁa& at the Bntwh Consulmte in Nasratabad.
To the peo;:le of Seistan all interests centre in what m
a;t once thexr pohtxcal and their religious capital. Tt s,
possﬂ)le to be a long time in the country and never hear
the name Nagratabid, since in accordance with old cusbom-‘ i
‘bhe place which happens to be the capital for the time
bemg is spoken of generally as  The (thy,” and even as“
‘ s‘ﬁa,xu,’? Tt is this which makes allusions to Seistan i i
: eisxiﬁ' cliromcles 80 puzzlmg to the reader. Itis never‘ i

Lt the preaent day Na,smtabad is an unhnpprloahng‘, |




mansion in w}uch the Persian resident (the K&rguzg‘
ﬂwells. : Round the fort runs a moa’b a.nd ﬂns is usad W




THE MISSION GOING OUT ON A VISIT OF CEREMONY.
THE BACKGROUND.

FORT NASRATABAD IN
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abad, the vma.ge where the cml populatmn amd
‘ pnest and elders of the people reside, is much
| t than the fort A narrow gla.cm dlﬂd@ﬂ th ]
WO pa.rts of the capmal In Husendbad there are. mlso
some ery nice gardens, and many a time in the Oonsulate
| have I é‘n;oyed grapes sent a8 a present to the Bnt;sh
'~‘ C‘ronﬂul by the Imam Juma, the High Priest of Seistan.
. On the 1st of May the officers of the Mission were
;nvmed to dine with the Karguzih, the Persian resxdent, |
;who bade us to what he styled Sham-i-Mukhtasar, an
a.bbrewated oE seratch”” dinner. We rode out of the Lt
i onﬁula.té in an imposing cavalcade, and in due course
L fﬂwmounted in front of the courtyard of our host’s mansion.
| First came, as a preliminary to dinner, tea and cigarettes,
‘which were served to us at a long table in the open air.
. Then we were ushered into a long narrow room, full ol
: hghts and not at all well ventilated, and sat down, about
‘ th:lrty of usall told, at a long narrow table w}uch would
. joom;ﬁorbably have accommodated a dozen. ‘
| The scratch ”? dinner consisted of twenty-seven courses.
L Sweet champagne wag in abundance, and an excellent red )
- _Vwme made in the (}wca,sus, and at one point of the faa.st ; i




bia.s He ha»d been educaﬁed in the ,Mﬂxmrj Schoo
St ‘nhmxple, and spoko E‘rench mth es




'BHE MISSION AT H.B.M.'S CONSULATE, NASRATABAD.
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‘ ys 80 cheery that he became a general favourite mth tw.
The 1 npper apartments of the Garden house where t.hese




Plam E‘mup. o
Dohneh Ba«rg
(}ut;lets

Burgundy, port, and whxsky [
Even at the Commissioner’ sr, howewar, we were‘.
‘forget for long that in Seistan the rags are ever ba
the tinsel The stmrca.se, which was drea,dfully &
'ha& been built with sun dried bricks a,nd a}ay mqrbar, like
the house itself, and was fallen into sad (h.srepmr. Red
oloth had been put down in our honour, but this wa,s' L
L trailing loose, and while the steps were not eaay by day,‘
_ at night, by the dim light of one or two lamps at the i
bottom, it needed very wary walkmg to reach the groum ‘
aa.ﬁely.
| 'We had arrived at Na.smtabﬁd at the tlme of tbe Eaater \
feahva.l of the Greelx Church, and as the Russian consuzatox _
. was only about five hundred yards from the resi
 the British Consul we were able to hear tha Coss
; _‘the Rasman escort chanting their rehgmns a.nd na.’.,on




i mmpamed Sir Henry McMahon b0 the capltal, and also A

 the. cavalry eswrt of the British Consul. This was duly
g'ramted amd a day or two after the entertainment had |
taken pla,ce our men made up their minds to return the |
hoaprhmhty of the Rusmans. 4

| The native officers were the hosts. They prepared thev i
progrmne of the entertainment, and from our mess stores
and those of the Consulate were supplied with everything
that was necessary to make the entertainment a sugcess.
Ghlef host was the native officer in command of the cavalry
portlon of the Commissioner’s escort—a fine old soldier of
a hlgh Afgha,n family, who by birth and training was well
 fitted to perform the duties of entertainment on an occasion
| of such a nature. Our men of course spoke no Russian,
nor (hd the Russians speak any Indian language; but
Persian afforded a common medium. of conversation, ag
aﬂm the time we had spent in Seistan everybody in the
B’mtash camp spoke at least a smattering of Persian, and
the Cossacks stationed at the Russian Consulate naturally
 did the same.

After dinner was over the Cossacks gave an exhibition
of da.ncmg, and in their long coats and boots the skill and
a.ctlwty they displayed was wonderful. It spoke volumes
for the boots they wore that they were able to dance the
“teps 80 cleverly and cleanly, for the time was very fast.

g P2




' _fﬁhe pn.rt o supplmut, amd thm otion each
. for aeonsiderable time. Ou our sxde the mcm who
! ‘;enbertaining the Cossacks performed with bared swcm
| “dances pecuhar to tribes on the North-West :E"m
i whwh their gueﬂts in turn applmde41 ngaroualy Fing
| before the party broke up, the Cossacks gave us an exhil
j =tion of singmg The man who aa.ng the an*, & temor, stood
in the centre of a little group, each of whom took pairt
in the refrain. The tunes generally were of a most sad
~ and melancholy nature, and some of the time was 80 slow
W | jwnﬁ the music 80 majestic that it u.ppeamed as "i the me
L ?“wete mnging religious airs, ) i
. | The dinner and receptxon gwen by our men to . the
! Cosaacks of the Russian Consulate took place. practlmlly
" at the end of our stay in the capital. Our last calls had
beon paid and only a few had to be returned, after whmh.
there was no further reason for us to defer our return 130 il
| the standing camp. Accordingly by the end of the first
week of May we were back on the platean overloelnn the
i ‘Helmand delta, and now it was only a question of imtmg
. for the telegram which should announce our relea.se,‘
last it came, one night as we sat outside the ‘mess fent afte
~ dinner. The wind had sprang up again, but the wind mte “
 ested us no more. The wind gauges had been dxsmantl ’
* and it raged in vain; and as if disconcerted at the little ;
0 a.t%nt&on it received it submded again mthou’c commm




, “nw, bu‘b it was weaﬁher-proof Tt had sheltered me from" :
th' sun and the wind and the cold, and it was not in the
ml.‘bure of thmgs that I should leave if without some grati-

| tude in my heart to the rough walls and roof that had

R:‘la,ze& their part so well. Outside; however, the riding
cumala were ﬁdgetmg, and there was no time for sentb

) ental mﬂectxons. A hurried change of clothes, and & bt
‘,», ‘vhnsfby pmkmg of the pmture on the wa.ll and my other i

flohgmgs, and thén we were off. i

Only one of the three columns into which our grea,t ‘
my was divided remained for the mght in the other-
: Berted: e&mp The desolation and quiet of the town







Ko a Bimbﬁstm mttastedwvae mhxteeturewnm ,
ation-Native dogs— Gardening— System of poverntent.—. :
turad aMcamtionq-—How the ‘canals aro ropaired -Towns m

o Fo i nd the “ pri
"—«Bﬁl}gioua beliefs  Education- n-Legend of  the Malik
«— Art—Metal  work - Pottery — Weavin Ca.rpet~maki )
; Balmhisr«Balueh women compared with those of mean—-
! A lady ma.yor-Dressmlnbarmarrymg. ‘

Of ‘tha popula,hon has ‘been gathered together in vﬂlages
s,nd townships has always been spoken of as the Shahris-
tan In modern times t}ns dlstnct haq been the area




"Q‘ﬂhesr hand Jungle 18 nowhere o be fo‘ idy 1
pam the people are reduced to burn. driad bushea
a,lkah pla.nt and oamel thorn, and a load of tama,ﬁsk fuel i
is a present which even men of subatance are glﬁtd to
i recewe. ‘ ‘

| No little slnll is shown by the Selatams in a.dmp&ung
themselves to the conditions by which they find themselves
surrounded. Their dwellings are admirably deslgned to
suit the climate. Hvery house is provided with ventﬂatms, ‘_
the shafts of which pass into the dwelling rooms between
~double walls. The roofs are lofty domes, and there m""" :
i ‘plenﬂy of head room inside the apartments. The entra.nc.as

‘ are placed in the side of the building which fa.ces the :
'wuth—ea.at the opposite direction to that from which the
_wind blows. The usual plan for houses used by the
Wea.lthxer clagses is to have a lofty Aiwan, or adit, whose
tall and wide arches form a very handsome feature.
¥rom this hall, doors, made as low and as narrow as
possible, give off on either hand into large v&ulted
ToomS,

| There are many points in which the mdlgenous &’mbl%

, ture is better suited to the climate than buildings demgned i
on an Kuropean plan. The thick adobe walls and the
1oﬂ:.y dome render the apartments cool in the summer,

~ and the numerous ventilators make them still more
| -plea.sa,nt as dwelling places. Domed apaxtmenfxs in thef
winter are, however, very chilly unless good fires are
' maintained continuously, and the public rooms in the .




th ;dh&ft kof the ventilator when a gale was ragmg, all 'hheff‘ L
'ms of the room below would fly out at the entrtmce. il
is always a rush of air down the shaft, and the
Seistani regulutes this by the very simple expedient of
1ding up the mouth of the ventilator to suit the weather
i pr vails at the time. Domed roofs sometimes havea =
ﬁlutor like a lantern with openings round it, placed at
,t;he top of the dome, and as this is finished off with a :
i Gupt)la it forms a handsome addition to the dome. AN
“'I‘he dwelhngs of the lower classes are small. They o :
Inaod side by side inside a courtyard, and as each has a
gap ng'a,rched entrance the iunteriors are open to the :
mapeohon of all who pass by. On the windward side in. =
mwh there is a false window, arched and outlined, which = ‘
4 :ed with a heavy masonry lattice with small apertures
‘ hght »md air, and the draught is reg-ulated by the




'~‘hhéy~are gmdua.l&y openefl a,ga.m i
:In‘rs‘everé weather the popnlatwn will be found
! in the sun on the leeward side of their houses whem the‘ S
 entrances are to be found. - Here groups of both sexes may
be discovered lolling against the walls, Men, women,
and children of all ages may also be seen shurmg e
 with poultry and gaunt evil-looking dogs, the warmth
of the heaps of manure that litter the yard. The ‘f,j
dogs, however, generally prefer to lie on ‘the roofs
of the low dwellings in which their owners live ; or upon
the tops of the walls enclosing the courtyard of the tene~
ments. A stranger passing through a village is followed =
by these animals who run along the walls, barking and =
‘sna.rhng at the intruder, often within easy reach of Hi
. face, until he rides out of the narrow village street. This,
 as often as not, is a modified irrigation channel—a hollow
. way between low banks, on which stand the walls of
 tenements or gardens. Long years of traffic have trodden
the earth down, and the people do not seruple to excavate
shallow pits in the track in order to obtain material for ‘
repairs to the walls. In addition, the lanes are cmm%w o
by irrigation cuts of all sizes, some of which may be m&é o
and fairly deep, so that riding is not an eagy task. i
Rarely is a village so poor that it does not possess 4
garden on its outskirts. Very often it is the property of
a Saiad, or some member of a family of priests who resides i
at the place. At a distance no one would recognise the
“existence of a garden, owing to the high prison-like walls




ay with the wlnte sl purple bleams of the _
‘hich, with the glossy foliage of rose bushes, o
p@megrmate ghrubs and of vines, make @& chmmmg il
contrast to the dreary expanses of dxlapxdated walls thut‘ L
orm the sattmg of the picture.
‘;]ﬁa&oh tow:us}up is under a Mayor or Kad Khuda. Ee
s mot electeﬂ by the inhabitants, nor is the office strictly
| 'ﬁheredmtamy * Anyone can become a Kad Khuda, but a |
: man whose fathers before him have held office commands |
“.«mspect which is denied to the upstart. The Kad Khudas :
 house m\frequently of superior type to the genemhty ok e
' dwellings in his village. Tt is usually placed in the middle
of the mam street. On one side of his front door,ima
aheli’/erefl spot outside, there is a platform where someone H
. of his assistant officials may usually be seen lounging and
. dozing, Here also the Mejlis or assemblies are held, the i
 notables of the village sitting on the platform, and the
lovmr orders anywhere they can. When anything of
M@mpgxg&nce is on foot the people are summoned to the
~ asgembly by the beating of a great drum, whose booming .
. motes are heard for far enough sround. In a country
0 ;‘Whex:e‘ the rule of conduct is to say, “T go, gir,” and togo
; “”’not; it is convenient that the Kad Khuda should have
e this means of summoning a meeting, as the tell-tale
‘-I:lo‘t";;;id.pmwes whether or not his wishes are being made




Pﬁgoa, each of whmh we were. mformed w ‘odmpow o
| gix men. These aasocmﬁons are regulated hy the. haa.da ‘
 of each township, and vary in number each year mcor&» i
ing to the land that is to be placed under cultwatlon. o
Lands taken up in the Midn Kangi, for mstanoa, are
cultivated by associations whose actual homes are mtua.te& o
to the west of the Pariun, when these outlymgz:landa are o
included in the jurisdiction of a head-man, whose fown-
ship is situated in the Shahristin. It is owing to ﬂub i
' that so many of the settlements in the Mian Kangi are
‘merely temporary, as the inhabitants are not native to e
_ that part of the delta, but merely cultivate land there, o

; a. very short tenure. ‘ i

| The partners in each Pago share equally in the outlay'
‘necessary for taking up lands. They also divide wha:t‘
amount of profit may result from their labours. In the
Afghan portion of Seistan the partners in each association o
set apart one man to be on the spot in the village to dis-
charge the corvées to which they are subject.  This man =
takes no share in the work in the fields, and is caﬁg@ dhe,
“dead man.” The other partners are mble to devote
themselves uninterruptedly to agrieulture. e
 There can be no doubt that this system is of very great‘ o

‘ antiquity. It would seem highly probable that the name
Pégo is from the primeval root which oceurs in the Latin

. Pagani and the Early English Pagi (adopted from the =
 Latin) which was the sub-division of o hundred. The




“'a. fae wh:ch theoretmal]y must not exceed sxxty k:raam,
before it reee;vas a grant of land, aud'not only is this gra,nt ‘
for only a smgle year, but the Pago has no idea where the
nd will be situated. In this respect the members of an
“Btmiaﬁon are absolutely at the mercy of the head-man,
and do not know beforehand whether they will have to e
_‘ cultlvate lands in the Shahristin or be called on to move
mtcm the Miin Kangi. Lands are not a,ssxgned till just

. befom itis time to commence operations, and having paid i
th fee the members are mot in a position to refuse fo

v "f)'nder ‘a gystemn such as this it is 1mpossxble bo
' xpect an association tc go to any trouble in the way of
cultivation beyond that which is absolutely necessary to
ui‘ea» profit durmg the single year that its members
rk»the holding.

Other conditions are also discouraging to. enterprise.
: revenue tax alone amounts to pmctxcally half the L




bk no Pago expects to escape with pa,yment only of its

Each person a share has been fixed from tune 1mmemoma’1, :

due share. Just as the Governor of a Persian Pronnca i
or district, farms the revenue of the territory over whwh b
he rules, so does the Kad Khuda farm that of the one or i
- more townships he holds, If there are more than one
he lives at the most 1mporta.nt and is represented by a
deputy at the others, = He is allowed a rebate for his own
maantenance and remuneration. Out of every ten Pigos
one is set aparb for him, and naturally charges of favour-
itism are not lacking when the time for the distribution
of land comes round. With respect to this Pago, the Kad
Khuda oceupies the position of the Sfate and recelves“
the ghare of the produce which the State would have
. demanded. For his benefit, also, the Pago discharges ﬁhe ;
. corvées for which it is Hable. : h
; Under the Kad Khuda in every township is a grbup of
officials, creatures of his, chief among them being the
. Mir Ab, or irrigation expert. He it is who has to report:
to the Kad Khuda all requirements in the way of silt-
clearing and repairs to the embankments of the aa.na,ls, | “
 whereupon the Kad Khuda details a certain number of
men from each Pigo to carry out the work, all of whom
have not only to give their services butb to provide their
own food. Here again, as might be supposed, the system
does not work out at all well. © The canalg generally leak
when there is a good head of water in them, and




st p(maess a very good eye for level a8 the whole of thé”‘ l
” camls were carefully examined while we were in Seistan,
'and in no case was any one found to be badly aligned,
‘tbough owmg to the work being carried out by the

‘towns}ups length by length unnecessary bends are only‘ﬂ S

. t0o common. ~ :
‘ 'I‘owns}ups are falrly numerous, though often very small.
L ‘At the time of our sojowrn they numbered 863 in the
o Paréxa.n part of the delta. Only three had a population
qf over five hundred families; two contained an estimated
‘;populatxon of from three to five hundred families; and of
) . the remamder many were little better than hamlets The
tu’oa.l number of families was estimated at 21,171, 08
whom 15,622 inhabited the Shahristin. These figures
do not include the garrison nor the Governor’s followers.

” The population of the whole delta may be set forth as

follows s—
‘ Persian Territory.- ‘
Lo ™y Rhahvistan . v 15,622 Families.
| ‘ Mién Kangi ... 5,549 e
‘Afgha.n Territory.

: Chakansur Digtrict ... 16,272  ,,

Total ... 87,448 4

s e o ney




e ‘The grea.t event of the year in the hves of the peop
: ;grea,ter e’ven 'bh:m the Nmuror Festwal i the rebuﬂﬁin




MINARET OF ANCIENT MASJID, NEAR ZAHIDAN
(BuiLT A.D. 1156).
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The Fragment is 75 feet in height.



di:tnmuﬁon in the dxscharge of a,ll fhe dxsta'ibutarws,
éuﬁﬁaﬂly the greater number of these dry up. The
mmer ha,rveat has then been gathered in, The Govem*:
bm’,_amands have been satisfied. Everybody who cani I
establish his right to do so has helped himself out of the
poor. culhvator 8 share, and the time being almost at hand
to commence ‘the ploughings for the autumn sowing, water =~
is _ag’a.m needed. ; i
'i‘he edict goes forth that the weir must be reconstrncted e il
and the Kad Khudas bestir themselves. People who cah i
uﬁorrl to buy themselves off do so; those who cannot ave
' ’mdared to give their services in building the weir. A
/ gi'eat camp is formed on the bank of the river, and all gl
| who are too old to take an active part in the work are =~ =
i ‘uﬁhsed as cooks and attendants. Fascines of tamarisk |

il t'mgs are made, and after lines of upright stakes have been e
. laid ou'tﬁ the fascines are placed in position. B i
The weir is built in two parts; one from the Persian Bl
J;bank and the other from the ‘Afghan side of the miven, i
*ﬂle point of ]unctlon is the apex of an obtuse a.ngle whlch o




h ﬁmugh
| at the same txme allom the ca,na,ls below 0. be ﬁlleﬁ The‘ }
 top of the weir forms & c,auseway some tan feeﬁ mde and
about five hundred yards long, ‘ i i
i i 1904 the work was commenced a‘bou’c the mxd&lﬁ;o
 August, and ocoupied just & month. From Srst to last
: “:about forty thou sand men were employed on it. Altogetlmr
A jsomethng like 450,000 fascines, or bundles of tamanak‘:,g
'\bmnehes, were used, equivalent to ahout. t‘Wo thmm‘ 1d
‘tons of fuel. ‘ 0 il
‘ *?'I.‘he Seistani, noththstan&mg his many gnevamces, isa
merry soul at heart, and with a little enaouragemmt_ ist
‘wﬂhng to talk freely—especially to one who knows hi
: Vlamguage well enough to speak it without the mterventmn ‘
‘ "‘,“»of an interpreter. The people have few or no amuse-:“g,,«h
S ments. A clever story-teller draws large audiences, pd
| these assemblies are held on the comfortable side of a =
wall, aceordmg to the season and the weather that prevm}s..‘“ it
. Flderly gentlemen do not consider a game of ma,rbles‘ |
I moompa.tlble with their dignity. fi
i The use of opium is very general, Women ag well ag
~ men are addicted to i, and are said to administer it ko
i ',thelr babies in order to soothe them. The upper. claseegv o
. have nothmg to oceupy their minds, or t0 fill their lemure. o
. :_‘For them there are but the petty intrigues at the sma,ll

0



s ahould use 1t 15 not surpnamg, exposed as they are
t.hé effects of (iamp and miasma, from the urlgated lamls ‘
"(thh they work. Their poverty, however, preserves
‘ “them from over—mdulgence, as the very ndrrow margin of
,?"jpmﬁt ’cha.t iy left to them is only earned by unremlttmg
oil,
. The native of Seistan is by nature a peddler. Ho is
‘ T':almys ready for a deal, and will barter fowls for fuel,

boots for melons, or grain for either. The want of capital

o 515, however, a great hindrance to trade as we understand
| it Previous to the Mission of 1908 a large proportlon of

the people had never even bhandled silver money, In 1899

) F‘I was eompelled to send to the village of Chilling in order -

~ to change a few rupees of Indian currency into Persian
“coin.
;  In those days enterprising persons used to collect
pe;'ha.ps a dozen camel loads of local produce, which
'théy‘aftérwards carried to Quetta. The money realised
was there laid out in cloth and merchandise of various
‘sorts, and after the trader had taken his fill of the delights
of the ‘bazaars and the sights of the place, he commenced
his dreary homeward journey. Trade on a larger scale
was carried on by a few persons in Bunjar or Chilling, -
‘\ but they dealt with Birjand and Meshed, where they were
! known and where their credit was good.
‘ The eause of this restricted commercml developmen‘b

.‘ Q2

&




“, _f*bloodshefl a.nd rapme. To them ﬁocked all those who _
0 ”,‘somethmg to lose. The trader found security in a'sa.ia 1
”,,nllage, The helot was safe on lands owned byrk ﬁa.iad
I No one was rash enough to interfere with or oppress the
' % hamsdyah”’ (clients) of the Saiads, This class, nothth{' ‘
standing its bigotry and selﬁshness, formed the only
i ;'barner t.ha.t existed a.gams‘h the awful tymzmy and
olenea that prevailed. ‘
I_n general, the Seistanis are by no means fana.incml in
x‘eliglons matters. Portions of the same tribe are mm‘ 0
cages settled on ‘both sides of the boundary, and ’shose who |
" ‘a»re subjects of Persia conform to the State Church a.ndfu il
~ are Shiahs, while their brethren, as Afghan sub;;ecte
profess the Sunni doctrines. All alike are extremely
uperstltmue, and regort largely to Ziarats or shrmes, and i ‘
)the custodians of such places derive no smll proﬁf? fmom‘ '
i their visitors. The most popular saint is Amriin, whoae
 principal abode is situated on the outserts of the water- |
less and ruin-covered tract to the east of Nad Ah-'f;
; "jaﬁshoota of this shrine are also found in one or two places
 within Persian territory., Another very highly reg'aa'éled1
"smnt is B1b1 Dost, the Lady of Mercy, whose shrmea,

e



RUINS OF ZAHIDAN. THE BOWER OF MALIK KUTB-UD-DIN’S DAUGHTER.
- From a Drawing by the Author.)






,seqnwnce the cap%al was fomed to surrender. Af b
. fallof Zahidén, Timur i is said to have married the Prmceas“y" i
. ghe ha,vmg stlpulated for this as the price of her treachery. ”

But he was not easy in his mind, and lest she should
. betray him as she had betrayed her father and her
country, he gave orders for her head to be cut off when he
_was on the point of leaving Seistan. So perished Kutb-
ud-din Shwh’s fair daughter, and for ever after she has
served as a terrible example—to be cited by all who regm'd
the education of females with a doubting eye—of what‘
may happen if women be taught to write.
. 'Where so much has decayed it is not surpnsmg it the
arts are ill represented. The difference between the state‘
of affairs at the present time and that which preva.lled:‘
many centuries ago is very marked. The people who in- «
habited the ruined forts and manor houses of the Sarotir “f "
 district must have been able to appreciate w0rks of art,
and also must have had the means to mdulge this taste.

‘Some beantiful intaglio seals were brought mto camp,

. while the survey of the district was in progress. On small
polished bits of cornelians, amethysts (both purple and
white), on a substance that looks like jade, and on moss-
agates, the artists of those days have left some choice
_ specimens of their handiwork. As a rule the better and

‘highly finished bear representa.tlons of human figures and
heads, the details of which must of neceamty have been

- lexecuted with the aid of a magmfymg glass, so dehca,tely |

are they %‘rg‘onght. :

In the present day at the capital, and in the large and




‘ lvery unfavoura.bly with the delicate and ﬁmshed, Jia
km&nslnp of a bygone age. 4
i ‘Ii‘or ceJnmnes the fortunes of Seistan have been on the"(’ )
duvm gmde.. Before Persian intervention, anarchy a.nd'
| ,dshed raged unrestrained for the space of fifty years,
and ag the descendant of an ancient race native to the =
ccmntry said to me among the ruins of the city of Zahidan,
 the preaent inhabitants are incapable of emulating the
. works of their forefa.thers, “ because the life-blood ha.s L
"“baen drained from our veins.” ‘
it Today the sole surviving manufactures are those i |
0 ahsolubely necessary to meet the daily wants of the ‘ ‘
‘lmpovenshed population, Pottery of only the commonest i :
“dascr'lptlon is made. The pieces are often misshapen, the ’ 7
ﬁare i inferior and badly baked, and a crude attempt at
L glamng the outside intensifies the mfenonty The forms
i ;a.nd patterns are those of antiquity, but the ‘workmanship
»la of the worst description. Similarly modern buildings are
‘ alovenly, and their lines are out of the perpendicular;
e unbaksd brick and “ pisé” are still used, but the minimum
L 0f I&bour is expended on the work.




or aetﬂements ‘where the men fqllow:ad ;ﬂns pmf (
'Dr‘ Forbes, who lost his life in Seistan in 1841, also nﬁ
the industry, and was rauch struck by the rasemblafn"
of the operatives to the now extinet class of hmd-]oum
weavers in Scotland. The Seistan weavers appeared
him. remarkable for their intelligence, as W&ll as being
given to political disputations, and for being possesse& '
lof & quaint and independent humour, very diﬁarent from
"v‘tha.tu of the generality of Persians.”” This desoript
~ applies equally well to the hand-loom weavers of Selm
"a‘b the present day, i
. The cotton yarn is spun by the women, but 11: 15 W :
' pared for the loom by the men, and the latter ma.k-a it
_ into cloth. The process is still a feature that a»tbraatlv
“-a.ttenﬁlon ag the wayfarer rides through a village. In j
what may be called, by courtesy, the village square, some-
times as many a8 a dozen men may be seen seated at their i
 looms, on the comfortable side of a wall which protem."
them from the wind. 'Protection from the sun is pr'gvided
‘: by a light roof resting on poles in front and on the wall
b the back. A long trench is dug for the a.acommod&tion
of the weavers, who sit on a bench out on the fa.r sxde of
‘the trench with their feet inside. gt j
 Among the Baluchis, on the other hand, carpet-makmg
~ is carried on entirely by the women of the family, while




e pmcipal eoloura are mdxgo and madder. The 1eaf b
the wlld pmtachm (gwan is used to obta.m a black i

‘r to prodlwe a brighter tone, oran oran.ge, or merely

to enliven the somewhat dull hue of pure madder. White

iﬁ’f‘of_ course the pure wool carefully bleached. Coat hair

i@‘minétimes used, instead of dyeing wool black, and the
ynﬂowhd dun wool of & young camel is always used for

émy part of & pattern where such a shade is required,

for mineral dyes resource is had to professxonal dyers.

, “‘ﬁe' dyes are styled *Jauri,” or poisonous, which

“ wﬁmently indicates their nature.

'he defects in Seistan carpets are due to the condltl.ons

vqh;q&; ‘the work is carried on. The irremediable




_is woven into a brilliant patterned drugget The mtc,hea
i being drawn very tight, contract the warp, and then when e
the carpet is spread, instead of lying flat, it cockles il i
This defect wears off in time after the carpet has been‘
trodden down. The Persian always h'eats a qarpet‘ i
specially to make it lie properly. ‘
For a pile rug or carpet eight feet long, by a,bout four» 0
feet wide, forty pounds of wool are said to be neoessa.ry
As a rule pile rugs or carpets should be sold by the square,
| yard, while the price of druggets—which are as good as, if- i
not better than, the rugs and o&rpets—-—ought to be ﬁxed
by their weight. i i

Bmall articles such as saddle-bags, nose-bags, haver- '
sacks, and pillow slips often are very supenor pleoes of
work, and the specimens made by the Baluch girls are taken
as the standard of their value in the marriage market. .

In their private lives the Baluch women have much
better reputations than their Farsiwin sisters. The latter
are said to be addicted to intrigues and to be unfaithful
to their husbands. So long as their infidelities are
confined to their fellow-countrymen and co-religionists,
the husbands are complaisant, and difficulties arise only
when an intrigue with a foreigner has been detected, and
a scandal ensues. - A marriageable girl is bought outright,
her price being in ?roporhi'on to her good looks. The




:alwn&emﬁe meefblnge In, a B&Iuﬂh mmp cm

eover tha Baluch woman is rarely good loolnng, hnd ‘»“
ages more rap1dly than her Farsman gister who is
ry bften comely to a degree. :
Even in a remote little country like Seistan—a back-
water of civilisation, undisturbed by the forces of progress
‘woman wis found in 1904 who exercised the jurisdiction
pdwérs- of a mayor. Townships are invariably named
¢ their Mayors or Kad Khuda, and the Lady Masuma
(the ‘Virﬁxous) had duly given her name to the township
she ruled—ruled moreover with conspicuous success, for
qbntmﬂa.nce in the ofﬁce inferred her qualifications to
hold it. She was kmown also as the ““ masculine woman
-another touch of the human nature which makee the
whole world kin,

| The ordinary dress of the Farsiwin woman is a long and
loose slufb rea.chmg to her heels. Women of the upper
classes dress in the same fashion, but are able to command
better materml and the lady’s person is adorned according
to the means of her husband. The poor man’s wife goes
unveiled as she has to do her share of work, while her
‘-“:-x'icher sisters, kept jealously cloistered, indulge in petty

jealouales and intrigues, and temper the boredom of their
li‘vwas 'by the use of opium.

nd theere is no privmcy whateveﬂ'. Hence :t. g i




‘_‘lué cotton trousera. The Persm.n Abba. or
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‘Halm Gmt ares of the Seistan La.ke—-'rhe source
¢ —The ford ab Giriahk—+Major Tod crosses the river on an

wke—;Axea ot the ake dependent on the height of the
rand - Natural high-water gauge—Years of drought and flood—
‘ymw'e of the water into the empty lake— Cultivation of the bed of

Pasture lands The silt— ubsxdence of the Beistan areah—

'la,ke embrames vanous other streams. In its fullest extent
ﬁhe catchment area of the lake covers somethmg hke

,thwvest of about 600 miles, and a greatest width of
bcmt 350 mﬂes. Little more than ha.lf of this a.rea., :




,vha,ve hwza,rded an opmmn tha,t as :r@gards the Ee :
il only about one-tenth of the water contnbuted to tha.t river
 and its tributaries suooeeds in rewhmg the Semban La»kek
; ' The Hehnand takes its rise among the mountams‘
the norhh—ea,st of Kabul. The road from Kabul to Bami
L crosses what is rega,rded as the main stream mma twen
miles below 1ts source, though mother hea-datxeam, alo
_side which the road runs after crossing the river, is said
to bring down as much if not miore wa.ter thsm the
Helmand. Dr. William Grifiith determined the helght o%r
the crossing to be 10,522 feet above sea level; and
describes the stream formed by the two branches as ﬂowmg ;

. down a comparatlvely wide and partly cultivated valley.
Another officer has deseribed the Helmand at t,hm pdint{,i
as a shallow stream, and its banks, unhke those of the
Kabul river, as bare of trees and shrubs but tolerably well
clothed w1th grass. Lower down, the b&nks are frmged \
‘with wild roses, and as the valley widens the satﬂement.s’ :
of the Hazarahs at one time enlivened the landsoape. :
Between the point where Gnﬂith crossed the Helma,nd;” e
and Girishk, a village almost due west of Kandahar, i
nothing at all is known of the river except from native
information. <The average fall of the river-bed is probably 1
not less than thu‘ty~ﬁve feet in a mile, whxle a,bova the
‘erossing it cannot be very much less thsm a hundred feei“-:;




0 the modﬁrn fort of Girishk. The country between
da‘cn‘bed as a ““chaman” (pasture of meadow land)
rsected by watercourses, The Helmand was about a

usand yards wide, “but in the spring it is said to

d itself over the low ground, on its right bank, and
imes to approach within a few hundred yards of the
of Girishk.” ‘ :
The boat usnally at the ford had been destroyed, and

Major 'I‘odd crossed the river on an elephant, *“ the water
being in some places about seven feet deep.” Three
,,aeks later (towards the end of June) the river had
‘fa,]lan four feet, and even then it was barely fordable

Below Girishk the fall in the river-bed dlmxmshes
"‘za.puﬂy. To the point where the Helmand empties itself
n’wtha Lake area is less than two hundred miles as the
erow ﬂies, but:before it reaches that goal the river has to |
nake a bxg detour to the south and cover a distance from
u‘iﬂhk o£ aomethxhg like three hundred miles.




A u\
e

‘ ‘-\‘mght bank the 'I‘a,rnak amd the Arg}mm,
| Bms‘b knovm of all i;heSe frxbutan'y streams

stre&m ”~where it joins thg A:ghand—-ab is lmown ne&mr‘j
ita source as the Kadanai, Before reaching it both the
Ta,rna.k and the Arghassan are at times nearly depleted ofﬁ;
 their waters by the demands made on them by ag‘nwl L
turmts for the purposes of irrigation, The gravi@a:hmu ot
the subsoil water brings a very fair supply into the' bed
of the Dor, but the salts washed out of the ea.rth in the
process naturally give to the water a mmawhm‘& bra.okxah
~ flavour. All three rivers—the Dor, the 'I‘a.rnak and the
| Axgha,ssa,n-—-—-nse in a mountainous region along the
4f-mtern borde;rs of the Helmmd ba.sm, where reeen%




oin the Helma.nd three or four miles below the a.nemnt
ta of Kala Bist. In this section of its course, from
lri‘shk;down to the eastern elbow of the great bend, the
fwll of the Helmand may be estimated at about six feet
u mile. From this point onwards the fall again
mimghes rapidly as far as Khwija Ali; it is perhaps
xtot more than three feet in a mile. Below Khwaja Ali

\up to the head of the modern delta the gradient becomes

very regula.r and may be taken roughly at about two feet

a mile; while in the delta itself the river falls at the rate .

of about a foot and a bhalf a mile.

1 e valley of the Helmand below Khwaja Ali, wheve it
,"‘mns almost due east and west, presents a very peculiar
. feature. On the north the valley hugs closely the edge of

the Dasht-i-Margo, while to the south it iy separated from
" the basin of the Gaud-i-Zireh only by a watershed which

_iﬁ-‘pla.ces is a mere dividing wall, on which the effect of

' the wind’s action can clearly be traced. Abreast of

kw,Rudba.r the va.lley is three hundred feet higher than the

Gaud-i-Zireh, "and the narrow trough in which the

Helmand lieg, though all the time descending gradmﬂy

tﬂmmls_ the west, never reaches the level of the Gaud,




In 1902 the weir was actumlly burst aboub thé ‘middle
‘of, December, but that was an exceptional yea)y whw n
the bed of the Helmand below Chaharburjak was
| dry for saventy—two days, from the end of June il the i
sacond week in Sepbember. The wemr of that yem was &
very poor structure, as' the people were too exha.ustad w

smds that had aocumula.ted on the Zahldan ndge ﬁew
bloﬂn ACTOSS into the unoceupled bed of the rxver, an&



mﬁm into the lake atn’ from south b0 merthi | The
pal other river channels that run into the lake reamh
from the east and the north, They are, in order, com~ ‘
mw(mg on the east, the Khish, the Khuspﬁ.s, the Fanrah
and the Harut, All are of the nature of torrents, nsmg
wiftly and subsiding almost as rapidly. For the greater
;mt of the year they contain no flowing water in their
; for some distance above the lake. ‘ '
?mﬂbloally the Khish River ceases to axiat ag a per— it
nent flowing stream at the oasis of Khash. Below that
oint the forts along its banks need to have wells ingide
; al,r wa,lls The channel is fairly well defined down to
@hakﬁnsur, and can be traced till it finally loses itself in
the eastern pocket of the lake area—the Hamun-i-Puza.
As in the case of the Helmand, the spring is the season
Gf the heaviest floods, and at that time of the year water
in aonmdemble volume finds its way into the lake after
irﬁgaﬁng the lands round Chakinsur. AR
The Khuspas Rud enters Seistan through a well-marked
gorge in the last line of cliffs overlooking the low country 3
but bafore reaohmg the lake it dwindles to a narrow diteh
full of brine and fringed with reeds, and no ﬂood waﬁer
dmm it during our stay in Seistan, :




W whole trees, which have been brought down. by the furious

W Jlarger than usual,

bproduemg distriet. F‘Iood- ot gma,t violence swa‘bp'vﬂ:
the river, and even in its lowest course are saad sometimes
' to last several days. The strength of the cun“ent on stmh

 occasions is attested by the masses of driftwood, including

rush of water and deposxted on the mud~ﬁats a.t the month ;
‘of the river.
. 'The Harut Bud, formed by the union of the Adms K!md i
. River and the Rud-i-Gaz, enters the head of the Sawan
. Hamun, about twenty miles to the north of the mouth of i
_the river of Farah, Like the Khuspas, it very rh.rely '
adds anything to the volume of the lake. s
‘ ‘The Bandin River, on the west, discharges its ﬂond |
‘,wa‘,ters into the lake no more than once or twice in five
~ or six years; and to the south of that river the insignifi-
 cant streams that issue from the hills either die away in
the plains or break up into a multitade of channels, some’
of which reach the lake, but scarcely ever contain water.

- None of these supplementary sources of supplysconsti-
tute a factor of any real importance in the formation of
the Seistan Lake. Everything turns on the Helmand.
. »V_“When that river runs dry, as in 1902, there is no la.‘lm-‘, :
~and when its floods run higher than usual, the Iake iR

On the west the shore-line is fmrly constant, but on the ‘  4



mrtherh pockets of the la.ke ma, a.nd on the .

\“pa«ss down ‘the Shela mto the Gand-i-Zireh. L
In these ciroumstances it is obviously mposslbla to My ‘

hhdreds or thousands of square miles. All that can be
d is that at such and such a time it ocoupied such and

 the Helmand was only seventy thousand oubic feet a
semnd a tract of country two thousand square miles in
i meu was covered with water. In 1904, when the discharge
it waa very little more than half as much, the area under
| _a.ter was not more than twelve hundred square miles.
. On one of the spurs of the Kuh-i-Kuch, an isolated hill -
i hlch rises on the northern shores of the Hamun-i-Séwari,
. can be traced the high-water marks left by the floods of
 several seasons. The highest of all is five feet above the
“ ‘f‘leitel in 1908, and when the lake established this record
. the discharge of the Helmand must have been not less
. than 200,000 cubic feet a second, while the area sub-
xhgrged would be about twice as great as in 1908, In all
~ probability the year which saw such an expansion of the
. lake avea was 1885, that being the latest < year of Noah” ;
for ‘thdfé,ce of the natural rock-gauge scales in time
‘umier the influence of damp and heat, and would not
poasesﬂ the records of ancient lake levels.

| ,spﬁads on tha one 'ihand int;otha

“geneml terms that the Seistan Lake covers so mamy

giiﬁh an area. In 1908, when the maximum discharge of




) dwbas evem a,pproxlmatelm OGcasmnaJIy bomeoﬁh
s afforded.  Mr. A. G. Tllis, of the British Museum
. informs me that a local historian alludea to a flood
. Seistan of such an abnormal height that the * City
. Beistan?” was for months aocesmble only by bqa,t 1

‘,y‘there :\s only one gite in Selsta,n whmh could 'be ’tah,

i olewenth contm'y of the presen‘b era. |
Nothing is known of any other year of Noah i
after a very long interval of time, even then the &:b‘ﬁb
‘cannot be fixed more exaatly than between 1692 md |
1722 4.p. Rather move than a ‘hundred years later 'We: _‘f 
find Captain Edward Conolly recording that in 1830 a
tremendous flood came down the Helmand and formed a
new cha.nnel for the river in the delta. The year 1866
was another year of high water, and this was follawed by i
the last great flood of 1885. : SR
Less still is known about the years of low water, Guei,[ i
_ ocourred about twenty years before the great flood of 1866,
and then the Helnand is said %o have had no water in its
. bod (within the delta) for a fortnight. Tn 1872 the river
i was dry for three weeks, and reference has a,lready beenv'




1t~*-a.a far south as the bay in wh;ch the well of,
“ ‘ Reza Khin is situated. The first water entered
Shela about the end of June, and by the middle of July
ther were three feet of water at the point where the
Nushlki Selmm Trade Route crosses that channel.
ery roughly it may be said that the water advanoed‘
th at the rate of about half a mile & day. No water ab
mgad to make its way through the Shels into the

1885,&1:& for several years afterwards shepherds were in the i
abit of msorbmg to the Gaud, and used even to grow ¢crops
a small way so long as the water remained fairly sweet,
' nowadays after heavy rain shepherds will pasture
ir flocks for a very short time on the banks of the Rud-i-
ohk, which descends into the Giaud-i-Zireh from the
ater-parting between the Gand and the Helmand. But

‘ h elief to the general aridity of the country south of

nd-i-Zireh, A good deal had found its way through i in |



] e a,nnual adva.nee a;nd recesmon of the mfm‘s of
eistan Lake, though varying i’rom year to year, enable o
:portwns of the lake area to be broken up and culﬁmtad
ot regular seasons. Moreover, the reed-beds whwh oceupy
the margins of the lake constitute the chief pastureh,ndﬁ :
of Seistan. Cattle may be seen grazing up to their backs
in water, as they do in Sind. While the lake is full the
cattle are watched by the servants or slaves of the large
proprietors. The herdsmen shelter themselves in the
same way as the cattle they tend, that is simply by a lofty
screen of rushes, strengthened with tamarisk boughs, and
 erected across the direction of the wind. Men and women
huddle together on some mound above the reach of water,
and present a very unhappy and wild appearance. The
‘most acceptable present to a group of these people isa
box of matches. Matches are only procurable in one or
two places in the country, and if the fire goes out some
one is obliged to go to the nearest village on the mainland -
and bring back, with the greatest care, a piece of
smouldering cow-dung. One or two *tutins’-—the.
naxrow cigar-shaped rafts made of reeds which are used
on the lake—provide the herdsmen with means of com-
munication. These rafts are very buoyant, and in 1904
the‘Gov}ernor’s‘bro‘ugham and the wagons of The Russian
Trading Venture were ferried across ‘the‘«lake on a number
of them fastened together.

The reed-grown area is divided mto IOcaJmae whwh
correspond to townships on the mainland, and in its way j




ra, Thoawnera ofﬁha cattle 0p leasthm‘”

i ml herdsmen, appear however to be ill at ease mﬂl;} 4
: _gem»u It is noticeable that they use the old Semtm
aﬁff m.ore than any other class in the country, .
mnly are portions of the lake area cultivated from |
“fiz;to‘txma when left dry, but it is evident, from the

> be permanently occupied. This is more pamtlcula.rly;
> a8 regards the Hamun-i-Sawari which now flows over

“Pﬂal'ﬁ‘ of the submerged area must have been dry land.
*dse who have seen the site of the town at seasons of §
‘ce;p‘bwna.lly low water say that the remains are those of
vick-built walls, and that the disposition of the atreeti.!
lanes between the buildings can still be traced. Relics
which were brought to me from this place are in every
iy réspect of the same character as those from the ruins in
 the Sarotar district.

. Aquestion which has exercised much thought about the
G ,Hel‘mangd delta and the lake area is what becomes of the
¢« silb brought down by the river. Kvery ournce of water
L holdsm solution a certain number of grains of silt, the
~'@1ﬁé&h‘er part of which is deposited in the submerged area.
The aceumulation has gone on and is going on continuously
nd mnqt, one would think, be raising the level of the
lake floor because there is nothing to carry away the silt.

remmns which have come to light, that certam parts uaecl»‘*"’«

the ﬂnment town of that name. For centuries the north-. G



, fdow‘n fresh sllt, tne process of subsxdence to whiehf‘the
Seistan depression owes its existence is still continued,
perhapa intermittently, but on the whole at a regula,r rate, ‘
None of the silt deposited in the area under water is
removed by the wind, and it is only very rarely that mom
than a fraction of the lake area is absolutely d”'" ! More—r
over, the small areas laid bare by the seasonal shrinkage
of the discharge of the river are dry precisely during the
 period—from October to March—when, except for thraa
‘or four blizzards of short duratlon, there is no great w:nd tv
_scour the country in the way it is swept in the summer by .
. the'Wind of a Hundred and Twenty Days. Even in the case
_ of the irrigated lands above the submerged area it may be
reckoned that the loss by erosion during every ‘summer is
more than balanced by the deposits of silt that reach the
land through the irrigation channels. Some explanation
would therefore certainly seem to be needed of the fact
that there is no appreciable difference produced over a
large number of years in the relative level of the delta.
If the supposition that the process of subsidence is still
 going forward be correct, then the changes which have
_ taken place in the course of the Helmand may be due to
~other forces of Nature than those directly observ"able;‘ i
Trom the brief records of events when Seistan was con- &
quered by the Arabs, it is known that in the elghth




: eix
| cha.nmel supphed ‘with water and provxde
am i’or wnga/amg the lands around the ca_pita.l

t,h” wemm lake area and the Gaud-i-Zireh.
ome time in the thirty years between 1692 and 1722
fﬁq]mmd returned to its long-abandoned chanmel
‘,“ﬁgtd the northern delta, and to that it has remained
fa.ithful up to the present time. There have been varias |
,tions of course in the branch by which the river d1schargas ;
},t‘h‘e‘ bulk of its waters through the delta into the Seistan
I‘A&Jte,'bu‘t for the past quarter of a century at any rate
the Helmand has been covering with water very much the |
; sa.me tract in the lake area that it is covering at the
! ‘pxésent day.
How will the Helmand change its course in the time to
come? Change there is bound to be if the history of the

&rcumvent the plateau of Zahidan, which at present bars -

st affords any guide to the future. Will the river
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