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P R E F A C E .

I n presenting this Note to public, I may add a

grounc , „ d ?  7(° r m U t t b v  ‘ °  tre“ d on sacrcd g  . od trace the original scope and character of the
great ep,c o Vdltnihi, which marked an important epoch

* ?  early h,story ° f >!» Aryan race. The Ramdyana 
may be compared with the AhhBeta, the primeval and 
eveilasting shade-tree of India that lies buried, over-grown 
w it. numerous creepers and parasites, which in course of 
time pass tor parts of the parent tree. I, is probable that 
hts colossal work existed for a long time in the oral tradi- 

nons of the people, and, when the whole or the parts were 
collected and put to writing, became inseparably mixed 
up with extraneous matters and legends, more or less con­
nected with the subject of the poem. The hand of the 
rhapsodist who used to delight the people with the cha­
racters represented in it, has not been slow to alter, de­
corate or disfigure the poem from time to time. There was 
scarcely a poet in Ancient or Modern India, who did not 
derive his inspiration from Vilmiki’s Fount and impart to 
the subject the stamp of his genius and fancy. When the 
Sanskrit work was neglected and almost forgotten, there 
arose two poets of no ordinary merit who wrote mostly from 
hearsay the story of Rama and his exploits and carried the 
subject in high flights of fancy to the.verge q{ the fabulous 
It is no exaggeration to say that Tulsi Das in Upper India 
and Kirtti Visa in 3e.ngal„have in factf made a romance of 
the Rimiyana.

, Though the original Rimiyana has been saved from 
oblivion by the labours of modern scholars, it is no easy
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task to clear it from the foreign materials with which it 
has been mixed up from time immemorial. The several 
recensions which have been preserved differ so much from 
one another, that it is difficult to say which of them repre­
sents the original.

Valmiki has portrayed his hero with those virtues 
which adorn and elevate humanity. Rdma’s life was a series 
of misfortunes, borne manfully from a high sense of duty 
and love of truth. Like an ordinary mortal he wandered 
from place to place in the trackless forests of the Dakshin in 
search of S iti after she was carried away by Rdvana, He 
gave vent to his sorrows with the simplicity of a child.
He was entirely bewildered and knew not what to do, until 
he met the Vdnar chiefs of Kishkindha. With the assis­
tance of Sugriva, the Vanar-king, he recovered his wife after 
a long and tedious war in Lankd, in the course of which he 
and his devoted brother, Lakshman, were several times 
worsted by the enemy.

Raven a was the most powerful island-king of the South.
It was hardly compatible with the genius of Vdlmiki which 
delineated human nature and events so minutely and faith­
fully, to have actually attributed ten heads to that king 
so as to convert him into a monster. Such an inconvenient 
load of heads was scarcely necessary to magnify or maintain 
the extraordinary powers with which Rivana was credited.
It is true that he has been designated in the Ramdyana as 
Dasa-mukha (ten-faced) or Dasa-mauh (ten-crowned),*

* The human character of M in a  is visible throughout the R im iyana of 
Valmiki, and the Purtfnas have sought to explain it away by the legend that 
Vishnu in his incarnation of Rama was forgetful o f himself, under an im­
precation pronounced by the sage Sanat Kumdr

•*n»nfa'snfotf! f*ror: ^rsfat runfag

w ’ f 't  wpnjrr Hflrofa t”

( Vide my Translation of Raghuvamsa Part II, Page 42).
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J hese epithets Jilce the name of Dasa-ratha,-s Rama’s 

father, appear to have been "used in a metaphorical sense, 
and simply meant that Ravana had access to the ten 
quaaersof the globe, or that he wore ten crowns, or 
ten headed crowns (head gem s)f in token of his vaunted 
conquests in the ten quarters of the globe and his paramount 
powet, I audit Satyavfata Sdm-Sramj, the commentator
of the Vajur-Veda, gives the latter interpretation to the 
epithets applied to Rdvana. Fhcrearetwo solitary pas­
sages; one in the A'ranya kaifdd, and the other in the 
lAtara Zdnda, where-givana is said to have* possessed ten 
heads and twenty' hands.'} The authenticity of these 
passages is open to doubt and some scholars are of opinion 
that the whole of che Utiara kdnda was. as its name uttara 
implies, subsequently added to the work of Vdlmiki which 
originally consisted ot six Kdndas and ended with the fall
of Rdvana and Rama’s return to Ajodhya with Sitd and 
his prosperous reign,§

T<fl —Whose chariot had access to the 10
quarters of the globe.

r,n,t t1 / ? ’6 RdnT at! ,be Burmese version of the Rrfmiyana, Rivana is
con n . $ »  Buddhist

X Vide Aranyadanda Ch, 49 and' Uttara kanda Ch. o. The epithet 
Dasaynva \% a fanciful inference from the word Basdnana or Basa- 
muk/ta, as the latter is from the word Dasa-mauli.

§ “ The Rdmdyana is divided into seven Books, but the action of the 
poem ends with the sixth, and there is every reason to believe that the 
Scvuuh .Book is a later addition. This last Book or the Uttara-kanda 
contains various stones, legends and traditions which still have some con- 
«e,C,U? n of ,affi" lty with the principal poem. The mythical origin of the 
Rakslmas ,s there related, with the banishment of Sita and her 1  ng 
birth m the hermitage of Vflroiki to twin sons, Kusa and Lava, who were 
he first rhapsodists or add*  of the Rifnyfyana, and other traditions S 3

S S t  a n l V o S S - nDeCt' d * *  thC Ra' m^ ana so called.’’

ifnp‘ i

TT/;. ’ '• A ■ ; ' .1.". Ill Ty.

S’ .f. ' . ■ :|l~:l| |
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It is not within the scope of this little work to 
discuss this serious question. It is probable that the 
Uttara kdnda was added by VAlmiki himself after the 
composition of the first six Books, or by some other author 
at a subsequent period. It has, however, been regarded as a 
part of the Ramayana from very remote antiquity. It con­
tains the episodes of the exile of Sitd and her tragic end, 
which form the subject of countless poems and ballads and 
have passed into the life-blood of the Aryan race and 
literature. The last scene of Sitd’s life in which she calmly 
proves with characteristic moral courage the purity of her 
life and vanishes from mundane existence, being received 
with open arms by her motker-ULzxth is no less sublime 
than .pathetic. No words can describe, no pencil can de­
lineate it. (See frontispiece to this book).

In the A'rany a-kdnda Reivana is said to have appeared 
before Siti as an ordinary mendicant. In the passage 
referred to, it is added that he revealed his ten heads to 
her after she was seized by him and struggled to get free.
This may be explained as a trick or Rdkshasi mdydf#

ott tra stz-'sfiT t̂bt t”
«rrcr: 8 i

‘ When Rim a had obtained his kingdom, that worshipful sage, Val- 
miki, composed his entire history in excellent metre and fraught with high 
meaning. The Saint recited twenty-four thousand Slokas, and it con­
sists of 500 sec. and̂  is divided into 6 Kdndas with the Uttara (M. N.
Datta’s translation). The commentator Ramanuja considers this and 
other slokas, in which Valmiki is spoken of in the 3rd person, as put in by 
the kathakas (rhapsodists), as with the Uttara-kanda the number of KandaS,
Chapters and Slokas in the Epic greatly exceeds what is indicated therein, 
i here iŝ  no deubt however, that at the time of this particular compilation 

01 the Ramiyana, the number of Slokas was found to be 2400 only, by the 
compiler. *

* '1 he practice of wearing masks still prevails in the war-dance of 
bet. i he characters representing Jidkskasas generally use a combina­

tion of masks. I he Ugupa or the nine-headed warrior wears the heads 
of nine different animals while fighting with the Buddhists. (Buddhist 
Text. So. Journal Vol. 1 Part 1.)
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on his part, or that he tried to ovef*aw'e hef Into sub-
mission by putting on his ten-headed cnWn, to.signify 
his sovereign power. The addition of twerfty hands was - 
a further fanciful development of the ten-head story, fi 
Throughout the Lankd-Kdnda, which describes the great 
war with minuteness, Rdvana is shewn to have fought 
as an ordinary person with two hands. The actual use of 
ten heads and twenty hands is nowhere to be found in it.
The other passage referred to above, which attributes 
ten heads and twenty hands to Ravana, appears in the le 
gendary portion of the Uttara Kdnda, where the mythical 
origin and rise of the Rakshasa tribes and the birth of 
Ravana have been recited with a view to glori/y the . ex­
ploits of Rdma by extolling the power of his foe bejfond 
even that of the gods. It is also stated in it that Rdvana 
practised penance to propitiate Brahmd after all his heads 
except one, which was evidently his real head, had been 
cut ofU

The ten-head story evidently originated from the fact 
that he had ten crowns or maulis which he used to wear 
and put off at will. Divested of poetry, fanciful legends

* Great heroes are sometimes credited with numerous hands in 
poetry on account of their agility and quickness in using arms. For 
instance, Arjuna, K;lrtavirjya,is said to have had 1000 hands and Kali Dasa 
says that this remarkable fact was perceptible when the hero was engaged 
m fight:

wtHannwtra-**?:
fast qrrfofWh 11 Tq: < i ss

The commentator, Mallinatha, interprets the adjective 
: (Sangrdma-nirvista-sahasra-v^hu) as follows:

Prffrer: *r?«sr' street «  srTfar: i w  -

gsjpt tar&:— (He was seen as two-handed when not engaged in war),
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^ trra interpolations, the work of Vdlmiki displays in the 

Clearest lines the realities of the eventful life of Rama. The 
fUmiyana not only shaped the character, social and moral, 
of the early Aryan race, but continues even to the 
present day to influence the moral beliefs and instincts of 
the masses in India.

The ethics of the Rimdyana are of the highest order 
and may be studied with profit by the people of all climes and 
ages. It holds forth to the world a perfect model of huma­
nity in Rdma and his brothers, whose lives were as exem­
plary in filial and fraternal affections as in love for the 
people they ruled over; whose sense of duty and love 
of truth out-weighed all considerations of personal comfort 
or safety. They wavered not to court death, rather than 
break a plighted word even for the most cogent of excuses.
Where is to be seen a king more subject-loving than Rirna, 

a brother more affectionate than Bharat who spurned at 
sovereignty, when thrust upon him, or more devoted than 
Lakshman, who cheerfully shared Rima’s misfortunes in all 
the trials of life ? Sugriva was the typical friend and the 
far-famed Hdnumdn was the staunchest and the most devout 
follower ever known in history or in romance.

Even in Rdvana, the main figure on the dark side of 
the epic, we have a true and dignified warrior who in spite 
of his hatred towards the people of the north and his 
tyrannical rule in the early years of his life, possessed 
virtues and traits of character not unworthy of his great 
adversary, the hero of the Rdmdyana, When his city 
was closely besieged by the enemy and his greatest gener­
als, including his son, the heroic Meghndd, fell one after 
another in the course of the protracted war, Rivana 
scorned the idea of submission by yielding up his captive 
Siti against the advice of all his councillors ; nor did he 
resort to the mean course of putting her to death by



f 11) - <SL
.-axd̂ y j” Yjj |

which he could have frustrated his enemy’s object and sent 
him away broken-hearted from Lanka. He tried his strength 
to the last, and preferred death to the reproach of coward­
ice and meanness.

The name of Rdma and his faithful Sitd are still by­
words for the model king and the model wife, the two 
most important factors in the social and domestic life of 
a nation, throughout the length and breadth of this coun­
try. An attempt to restore this great epic, if possible, 
to its original form and to study and realize the high ideals 
ol ancient Aryan life with the attention they deserve, is 
of vital importance to us, as much for the regeneration of 
ourselves from a fallen state, as for the right, understand­
ing and appreciation of our national character, habits and 
instincts by the present rulers of India, in the calm that 
has followed centuries of storm and revolution.# *

* "T h e  Kdmdyana and MahibhArat are closely connected with the 
present religious faith of millions, who acknowledge British sway and 
have a right to expect the British public to take an interest in works which 
are the time-honoured repositaries of their legendary history and mythology, 
of their ancient customs’ and observances, as well of their most cherished 
gems of poetry. It needs no argument to show that some knowledge of 
the two great Indian epics ought to be required of all who hold office in
India whether in the Civil Service or in any other capacity....... ..... The
duty of studying the past history of our ‘Eastern Empire, so far as it can 
be collected fronC the ancient Sanskrit literature can no longer be evaded 
by educated men.” Prof Monier Williams’ Ind. Epic Poetry.

“  Justice, it may be said, demands that rulers and teachers should 
rightly understand those whom they attempt to rule or teach and certainly 
men so peculiar as the inhabitants of India cannot be rightly understood 
without study . . , Knowing nothing of the Hindu mind or the
Hindu literature and taking it for granted that whatever was heathen must 
be bad, the first missionaries attempted to root up wheat and tares without 
discrimination. The more usual effect was that those whom the teacher 
desired to influence, flatly refused to listen. In an instant they shrunk into 
themselves. Just so one may see a bed of the graceful sensitive plant 
suddenly turn stark and stiff when touched by^an idler’s stick. India is, 
in truth, a sealed book to those who approach it without symapathy.”

Mrs, Manning’s Ancient and Mediaeval India.
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In conclusion I offer my grateful thanks to Mr. R, T. 
Griffith m. a „  c .i . e ., late Principal of the Benares College 
and translator of the Rig, Sarna and Atharva Vedas,* from 
whose unbiassed and excellent translation of the Rimdyana 
I have largely borrowed in preparing this Note. He has 
brought to light the real character of the great work of 
Vilmiki and has exposed several fallacies and errors which 
obtained currency for some time, from the imperfect 
knowledge and hasty surmises of some workers in the 
same field.

, K r is h n a g h a r  : \

^ N obin C hanijra D as
T h e  r j i k  F e b r u a r y  iS g 6 ,  j

*  His Hymns of the Rigveda 4 vols. Pop. Ed. now in the Press.
Messrs. Lazarus &C'o., Benares.
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A  N O T E

ON T H E

G E O G R A P H Y  O F  V A L M I K I - R A M A Y A N A .

f O trace something like a geography of India from the a c­
counts given in the great Epic of Valmiki is a task beset 
with difficulties, intensified not less by the changes in the 

physical and political aspects of the country in the lapse of ages, 

than by the apathy and ignorance of the people themselves. T h e 
substrata of truth, which underlie almost all the so-called legends, 
superb with the fancy and exuberance of the oriental mind, do 
nevertheless exist and can be seen, if looked at with an unpre­
judiced eye.*

* Professor Wilson observes: “ States and tribes and cities have 
disappeared, even from recollection ; and some of the natural features
of the country, specially the rivers have undergone a total alteration...........

Notwithstanding these impediments, however, we should be able 
to identify at least mountains and rivers, to a much greater extent than 
is now practicable, if our maps were not so miserably defective in their 
nomenclature. None of our surveyors or geographers have been oriental 
scholar . They have consequently put down names at random, accord 
ing to their own inaccurate appreciation of sounds carelessly, vulgarly 
and corruptly uttered. * * *

There is scarcely a name in our Indian maps that does not afford 
proof of extreme indifference to accuracy in nomenclature, and of an 
incorrectness in estimating sounds, which is, in some degree, perhaps a 
national defect ” Note to Griffith’s Rhniyana B. K. II. Ch. 68.
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■ \ ’ 0ne who has carefully studied the R lm dyan a vv ilU c impressed

' . - with the idea that the Aryan conquest had spread' over- parts of
Northern India only, at the time of the great events which form • 

its subjects. The A rjyas* or Aryans spread them selves in the 

course of time in the tract lying between that river in the W est

Io ascertain the original home of the Aryan race is still a puzzle 
with antquarians. It is scarcely safe to proceed on imaginary grounds, 
and set up theories. extinguishing the glimpses of light, which are 

f obtainable from ancient records, about the ore historic period. The
RiS- Vedas which are believed to be the oldest record in existence, do not 
anywhere mention that the Rishis and the people, who chanted the 
hymns to the infinite powers of Nature, had come from anyplace, beyond 
T e limits of the so-called Rnihmavarta, between the rivers Saraswati 
(Sarsoo i) and Dirshadwati (probably Caggar or Ghaggar in Ambala and 
oirhind) both of which originally flowed from the Himalayas, but are now 
Tnd 'm th? sands of the deseft !n Rajputana. If it were a fact that the
t o t Z  i  -  i . ™,grai ed from bey °nd the Indus- some reference to thur original home, so dear to man) wherever it might have been
would naturally have appeared in the numerous Suit,is where the simple

?ndcur S o fTthat Pnraitive raCe have been described with almost 
child-hke simplicity.- In most of the oldest Sanskrit Scriptures and eoic 

find aliusion made to the great Deluge, which washed away
flood in a ^ at,0nT .ex^ E t ; ' W ’ * ho ^ved from thefioou m a ship. lhe Satapatha Brdhmana ■ of the Riz- Veda frives nn
interesting legend about the Deluge and describes how Mam  builf a ship 
a the mstance of the Divine F | | ,  who had apprised him of the approach’ 
i )g calamity, and tied her to the horns of the Fish and landed on the 
Himalayas, after the flood. According to the MahtC Bharat, M am  em­
barked in the ship- with the seven R is iis ^ - /.

Whfrntlal! the worIu «'asdeluged, nought appeared above the waves 
But M am  and the seven sages, and the fish that drew the bark,
......tia  at length it bore the vessel to the peak of Htmav&n."

Prof Williams’ translation.
1. he story is reproduced with variations in the Matsya, Mdgvafa 

and Agm PardnasR Dowson’s. Class. Die. Hind. Myth?
T he Srimat-Bkagavat has the'following Ch. 3 Bk, I. •—

tr 3T*3T# wrqiH 1
*rpanrt«r y

a p p e lle d ^ ’ a0 IT h ,rl ' ]f ^ ed in Cf^ h u s a  Manwaniar, he
r S ; ; »  S and saved Manu m a ship, like earth (in

from t h e ^ ^ n 1lI ^ SCr^ N ?ah a ,'d his farai,y were saved 
appears, that two i L t l p l  A  n fe5ted 0,1 Ararat. It thus
from deluge, by adoofnethe ,°! he human race> wer<> saved
( v,,, boa, o, ship, l

/ < ?  • GoiJX • ' ’ • '

i.f '■ w ■ ~0>‘
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the Himalayas in the North, the Ganges and Gandak in the 

East, and the Vindhya R ange in the south.

This is known as the Madhya Desha, middle region, or more 

generally, Arjydvarta, the seat of the Aryans *  where king 

Sagar, Rdma’s ancestor, performed the jajna ceremony : —

“ W ithin the spacious plain that lies 

From where Him alaya’s heights arise,
T o  where proud Vindhya's rival chain
Looks down upon the subject plain:—  gg

-■ .! A  land the best for rites declared,
His sacrifice the king prepared .” f

G riffith ’s Rdtndyana, B, f. Ch, 40.

The settlem ents, originally made by chieftains or heads 
of families or clans gradually developed tt^» principalities, but 
the establishment of a paramount power was not known till the 

rise of Raghu, born in the line of Baivasw ata Manu, who claimed his 
descent from Bivasw at the Sun-God. Ikshwdka and Kakutstha 

were the most famous among the ancestors of Raghu in the period

Unless facts are found to discredit the authority of these oldest records 
of the human race, on the point in question, there can be no doubt that « 
the so-called Indian Aryans descended from Baivaswata Manu, and had 
their original home in the south-Himalayan tract, and extended in the 
course of time oyer the rest of the Peninsula, in the same way as the 
descendants of Noah spread over Western Asia. In the absence of 
any substantial data, it is idle to speculate that Noah and Manu were 
identical and the same, .a theory which is neither necessary nor tenable.
From Manu are derived the words ‘m anusya ‘matmjn,’ and ‘Mdmivti,' 
which mean man. The word man itself points to the same origin.

“ From Manu all creation, gods, a suras, men must be produced,
By him the world must be created that which moves and moveth not.”

Mahi Bharat. Williams’ translation.

* Vide Manu, II 21, 22. “ The Sanskrit Indians called themselves
Arjya, which means honourable, noble, to distinguish themselves from 

the surrounding nations of different origin.” Gorresio.

f  fTOVttm » r ? iw  1 
s m - w c t  *nsfr fwirfirfar fa’s a: » a 

rtvero 1 
?ns s: jw tv m  » 4. 

tt: •■ *!!%: s i  9 i
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anterior to the Rfiin4yana, and their names have come down to the 

remotest posterity as patronymics of the solar dynasty. Raghu con 
quered all the other princes of India. He was the 20th in descent 
from fkshwdku, according to Vdlmiki ; and Rdma was 14th from 

Raghu. K 41i D is a  who has followed the Padma P u rin a  gives the 

name of Raghu p a r excellence to Rdma’ s great grand-father. 
The apparent anomaly may be explained by the tradition that 

• the patronym ic Raghu was given to all the kings of the solar 
! line.*

AJodhyi was the renowned capital of the country lyin g be­
tween the Himalayas on the north, the rivers G anges and Jamuna 
on the W est and South, and known *g }he North and South 
Kosalas, intersected by the river Saraju or Gh ighra: This city 

known also in ancient times as Saketa was situated on the south 
bank Qf the Saraju and is thus described in the Rdmdyana :

“  On Sarju ’s bank of ample size,
The happy realm of K o sa llies , . . -

W ith fertile length of fair ch am paign"

And flocks and herds and wealth of grain.
There, famous in her old renown,

Ajodhyd stands, the royal town,
(n bygone ages built and planned 

B y sainted M anu’s princely hand.
Imperial seat ! her walls extend

Tw elve measured leagues from end to end,
And three in width from side to side,
W ith square and palace beautified.”

Griffith's Rdm dyana, B. I. ch. 5.

T h e RdrmSyana which so minutely described all that, came 

within its scope, also speaks of the 4 prime castes (Brahmans, 
Kshatriyas, Vaisyas and Sudras) as residing in that city, from 
which it would appear that the mixed classes bad not yet come

V *• V • '  ̂ * V...“
* TqyrrrRd *rq 1

w r o  1 < 1
' '
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into existence or assumed noticeable proportions, in that 

early age. *

" Horses had she of noblest breed,
Like Indra’s, for their form and speed,
From V a h iiV  hills and Sindhu’s* sand,

Vandyii8 and Kdmboja’s* land :
Her noble elephants had strayed 
Through Vindhyan and Himalayan shade.”

Griffith’ s Ramdyana B. I. Ch. 6. t

Dasaratha’s daughter S ln ta  was adopted by king Lomapdda 

of A nga which was situated at the confluence of the Saraju and 
G anges. It derived its name from the legend that the anga or 
body of the Love-god Kama, was consumed here by the fury

of S iv a 's  r a g e :

" Then to the hallowed spot they went 

Along fair Sarju ’s side 
W here mix her waters confluent 
W ith three-pithed G anga’s tide.

* ts?rr. vrogsm : i

rnfi:
<r xnfc •

'J«nf w n r f a »

kt: ’stiff?: i

(i) Vihli or Vdhlika is identified with the country known afterwards 
as Bacuiana and its name is still preserved in modern Balkh.

(2} Sindhu is the country watered by the river of the same name 
corrupted laterly by the Arabs and Greeks into Hind or Indus.

(V) Vaniyu is believed to be ancient Arabia. Pandit 1 iranath m ins 
“  Savda Stoma Vtahanidhi ” gives Vandyu as the ancient name of Arabia, 
whence the best horses (Vanayuja) were imported into India.

Karnboja was probably situated some where, north of the Hindu- 
ICusli and Kashmir. Prof. Lassen surmises that this name is etymologi­
cally-connected with Cambyses which in the cuneiform inscriptions of
Behistan is written11 Ka (m) bujia.” ,

The great' poet K ili Dasa places Kamboja to the north of the Mima 
layas Raghu Varna Ct. IV. 69.
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Since the great god ’s terrific rage
Destroyed his form and frame,

Kdnia in each succeeding age
Has borne Ananga’s name.

So, where his lovely form decayed.
This land is Anga styled :

Sacred to him of old this shade 
And hermits undefiled.”  *

Gr. Ram. B. I. Ch. 23.

Champ* (Champ* nagar) ivas probably the capita], of Anga.

Sw eet Champa, Lompad’s fair town f

W reathed with her Champac’ s leafy crow n.”

G r. Ram. B. I, Ch. 17.

Dasaratha thus speaks of his empire :

“  Mine are the tr‘bes in eastern lands 
And those who dwell on Sindlm’s sands •
Mine is Surishtra  J h r  away,

*fsl 1

^*rr ff?r ftwra «sh?r mrf* w?r 1 
*  ^  tmT# « g i f * *  ,1tv. 'arf?: ̂  ̂ 1

Ch% m  Mongir3VHwen ^ s a n ? "  trTve'l! -J ,town of Bhaga]-

of Bhagalpur!” Om" Geo^Arn’l S .  p ^ V *  an <** o h h c d V in

Suvira was in modern Surat ;
overlooking the gulf of Cambay and Ditch’ of *?aiputana,
on the bank of the Nerbudda was riwihaMv’ir * * g,reat, town> Mahishmati 
K  Kirtavirja the chief of the m ihava 7 ^  A? una knowt>
yielded paramount power in Tn/U*  ̂ o  ther tribes of Kshatriyas, 

ond of the Bkrigu f i  '0 B r S n s  > 7$  k 1 ed by Parasu-Rima 
>0 Kshatriya race ™ times 7 r l  1  Sa'd to have extirpated
nChmans. ’ ,ln estabhshed the ascendency of the
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Suvira's *  realm admits my sway ; -
My hest the southern nations fear,

The A ngas and the Vangas hear.

And as lord paramount I reign 
O ’er Magadh and the M atsya’s plain t  I 

Kosal, and K asi’s wide domain 
All rich in treasures of the mine.
In golden corn, sheep, goats and km e.”

Gr. Ram. B. lb  GU. io .

M the sacrifice performed by Drear.,the, J™»k», »

|  MithilA (V id .b r). the k in g , of K M  (Benares), K ekayas, A n ga

and Magadha, were invited.

» And those who rule Surdshtra’ s land 
Suvira 's \ realm and Sindhu’s strand ‘

Gr. Rant. B  I. cb. 12.

* A<t regards Suvira Vide, note X) below.
” a  ' ■ . ■ t j u ,  ih-it Matsya included the greater part

f  General Cunning ' Raiputana. The'-present town of Batrdt
of the present state of JaW“ r "  ^ ' miles t0 ,he north of Jaypur
*oS miles to the S . » Bhin"Wh* or Bhim’s cave is still shewn 
retains the old name Virat. » ruled hy a king
here. Hwen Thsang noticed this town m J34 £  •> , T ’he next

of the race of Fe/’sJ®j ^curred during the reign of Mahmud of 
historical notice of B» r C ' v,D when the Raja submitted.
Ghaant, who invaded the country in 100j ■ ■

Cun. Geo. An. Indian p. 33

tt: i \. *J*

Old Testament: Vadari to denote a district abounding
“  I understand the a « •, which is very common in Southern 

in the Vadari, or Ber-tre (j j » _ ]GOfc to this neighbourhood
Rajputana. For the “ K «  fo™ of the famous

r % S T Z ’ S t l  t V  another name of the Vadari or ^  
s cphir, or fruit N ' w Sofir is the Coptic name of Indw
treey as well as of J y ^  must 5lave belonged originally to tha

a t? o f rthT  In d in  roast which was frequented by the merchants of th 
T5ere c a ^ b e S tle  doubt, 1 think, that this n>* in the gutf f 

Khamhay, which from time immemorial has b w n . W ; d n r f . stoT 
Indian trade with the west. During the whole period of Greek Hist
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K ing Janaka killed Sudham vi k i L  t c  , 

the town to his firother Kusarfhwaja,"’ " v  and «av<-

‘ ‘ Where Ikshumatf rolled her wave '
Her lofty rampart’ s foot to lave,” '

Gr. Ram. B, I. ch. 7a.

t  * - »  »

0f the «ulf' a»d in modern Times wfth’W  Kha," ba/  3 *•& head
..........wThi m> burat> at ‘he mouth of the Tapti.”

expect to find fti according to T h e ^ n S  in whieh ^  should
Which mentions S i n d h u l u v i r f ^ ^ l l r ' PU° n of Dima,
kachba, and just, before Kukura A o i S ?  aftf  f TVr“sbtra-an<» Bharu- 

•to this arrangement, Samira must hat^ been’ tn 0 N,shada ’ According 
and ]!haroch, and to the south o S i s S !  .tbe o f* Surashtra
'h m the neighbourhood of Mount Abu d JUSt Ŵ Cre 1 have P^ced

always rendered r hi° f . the Hebrew Opkir h

to 4S Of the finest quality. At a later ‘ dit g?'.d of 0phir " is referred . 
f  r >’r,% “ went with the servants of ’ le sJlIps 01 Hiram, king of

talents of gold, and brought them to' and too,f thence 4 ?o . •*
1 ne.v referred to by Isaiah whô  Z s  °  °m°n T»>* gold of Ophir,.
• « »  than gold, even a man than the golden ledg" of O pfei?’ " m° re pre

Kbambay formerlyprcSucld^bodf ^Icl'and VI ^  T ' r  ° f  the «uif of 
a the present day. Specimens of gold f™  „ S ® &  Wb,Ch n does even
bt seen m the Indian museum ■ ,n i he V" vah »X»»»tain mav
India in which silver is found in ’ d * 'e -sa,He ranSe is tbe only part of 
colonised by the Arjan race ^ 7  Western India atso tas
and the Aryan language had become the 7°  thol^ ndW ears before Christ,
!on|  ‘>efore the time of Solomon' ,  u T Spetth ° f  the country 
or bophir of Scripture with the fn ,r ' L .uW therefore identify the Ophir 
captains of ^ X s  Z t i ^  h ^ aT - 0 fJ he Hindus where the 
tor which Ophir was famed and wh tc n obta,nedfche fine and pure gold 
aPes, and peacocks f o r  p a r r o t s ^  ^  ^  ° btained ivW  
have preserved to us in f i e  BihjeV’ ‘ d ^  the very names which they

o G m i r  ■ Ceo. Ancffent India p p . 496 and S6t.

afxnit 33 rmles to’T h T s  th e P̂ csent village Sankissa
' mns * 1 feet in height above the f i e k T - ^ * ! ^ ”^  ,upon a !ofty mound of , 

tS,9° 0 feet or upwards of 1It was enclosed w)th an earthen 
KalmdrS nv.gr (nrobahlv Ik* ii ", 3sr miles , m circuit. The Ka'lfnr 
^ r«er of the r.(̂ bg  ^  ^  tbe «  «
dgrimage, as Buddha is said /  th e “ ost femous places of Buddhist 
tnsa (thirty-third) heaven by here from tbe traj/as-

y ' Sta,r'Case made of x, precious gems,

*
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The name Vattgayjs preserved in modern B d p g a l.' But 
nothing beyond its name appears to have, been kndWn' %  /.hose 
ancient tunes, and that country, lyin g to the (east of Anga, was 

undoubtedly ruled by aboriginal kings. So  the southern N ation s, 

are Said to ‘fear Dasaratha’s best’ ; in fo jjg  them - n^ y be m en ’ 
Uoned the monkey-tribes of Kishkindhyd (V a n a W ^ o r> h  of Mysore) 
ru ed by J W ,  and the feathered tribes of Vindhya a m f Janasthan 
ruled by Sampdti and Jatdyu, winged chiefs, of whom the latter 

was D asaratha'. ..friend and a lly ; as well as the Rdkshas tribes 
ruled by Khara in Janasthdn and by Rtfvana in Lankd T he 
country south of the Vindhya range would thus appear to have 

ee11 ni° btl>’ r“ led by non-Aryan tribes at that time. The so- 
called Rdkshasas were supreme in the south and were the con- 
stant dread of the few Brahman sages who had. established 
isolated herm itages in the trackless forests o f O andakdranya and 
Janasthdn in that early age. Rdvana, king of. Lankd was supreme 
lord of the south and established his con q u est-at times, over 
the Aryan Kingdom s in Northern India up to the heights of the 
Himalaya and Kailasa, as described in the Ram ayana, U ttar* Kdnda. 
d ue only check which he is said to have..received was from 
Arjuna, known as K drtavirjya (chief of the Haihaya tribes, who 
ruled at Mdhismati on the bank of the Narmada or Nerbudda) and 

from Btfli, the m onkey-chief of Kishkindhya, who discomfited him.
This shews that the Aryan settlers w ere confined to a few  places 

m the north and were constantly menaced by the aboriginal 
kings who were more than their rivals at that time. Even when 

R im a  ruled supreme in Northern India, after the fall of Rdvana, 
the valley of the Jam u n a was devastated by Lavan, Havana's 

nephew, who lived at Madhupura and oppressed the Brdhmans.
A t the request of the sages, Satrughna, Rdma’s youngest brother, 
killed Lavan and established the famous town of Madhurd or 
Mathurd (M uttra' on the Jamuna,

--- ------- ----- -------c_. ■ , , , , . ■ . * ■ 3

accompanied by Indra and Brahmd, after bavins om arh^ hu 
to nis mother Miyd, who had ascended that heaven 7 days after bis birth 

^^ang names as Seng-kia-she and also cafls it by the name 
I of Kia-pi tha (Kapitba). Cun. Geo. An. India p. 369. y

f  2 ■
I  '   ̂ v
W
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Apart from the mention of names of places, rivers and hills 

in the general course of events, we find 4 routes described with 

minuteness in the RAm&yana

I. The way by which Rdtna and Visvdm ittra journeyed 
from AjodhyA to VisvAmittra’s herm itage and thence to MithilA.

II. The way by which Ganga came down from the Hima­

layas to the sea at the mandate of Siva, the tutelary god of the 
snowy range including mount KailAs, at the time when Bhagirath 

ruled in AjodhyA.
III. Bharat’s journey from Giri-vraja, in Northern Punjab 

to AjodhyA.
IV. RAma’s journey from AjodhyA to Pancbavati and thence 

to LankA, in search of SitA.
I.

R aima’s Journey from Ajodhya" to Mithila'.

VisvAmittra accompanied by RAma, came to the south bank of 

the Saraju (Ghagrd),

"  Upon fair Saraju's southern shore 

T hey now had walked a league or more ”

Next day they came to Anga, at the confluence of the Saraju 

and the Ganges.
Next morning they crossed the confluence of G anga and 

Saraju and came to the forest of the demoness TAdakA. *  This 
region was formerly known as M alaja and Karusha which accord­
ing to Mr. Griffith are probably non-Aryan words, signifying 
hilly or wild country; but taken as Sanskrit compounds they 
mean “ Sprung from dust or defilement.”  It was occupied at 

the time by TAdakA. T his demoness,

“ W hose mighty strength, exceeding vast,
A  thousand elephants surpassed,

W as to fierce Sunda, lord and head 

Of all the demon armies, wed.

* This region is believed to correspond with part of the modern district 
of Sbababad (Arrab), through which the river Sone flows into the Ganges. 
V’swAmittra’s hermitage was some where near the modern Buxar. Vide 
Prafulla Chandra’s “ Vflmiki and Iris times.”
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And she, a constant plague and pest 
These two fair realms has long distressed.

Gr. Ram . B. I. Ch. 26.

Tddakd and her son Metricha were cursed by A gastya  for 
their oppression and out of vengearjce, they devastated the 
place and,

“ Had on this land their fury dealt 

W here once the saint A gastya dwelt.”

Rdma killed Tddakd and on the next day, the party resumed 
their journey and reached the Grove of the Dwarf, where Bdmana, 
the Dw arf incarnate of Vishnu, had practised asceticism  in olden 
times. They then came to Visvdmittra’s hermitage, where R<lrna 
kept watch for 6 days over a sacrifice in which that sage was 

enffa8e<̂ » and h® killed or dispersed the demons named Suvdbu 
and Maricha and their host, who came to disturb the ceremony.
A fter the ja jn a  was over, Visvam ittra, Rdma and Lakshrnan 

set out on their journey towards Mithila and proceeded “ North­
wards”—

“ And made, their portioned journey o’er 
Their halt on Sona's distant shore.” *

Visvamittra then recites the legend about the country as 
fo llo w s:—

K in g  Kusa, by his wife, a princess of Vidarbha f  had four 
sons.

*  This river is the modern Sone which rises in Bundelcund and falls 
into the Ganges near Patna Sone means the red river, and was also 
called in old days “ Hiranyavihd” (gold stream or auriferous , the Eranno- 
bois of the Greeks. The confluence of the Sone and Ganges, was then 
probably a long way off to the west and north of where it is at present 
owing to the shifting of the course of the rivers. Vide note § p. 14.

t Vidarbha— Berar probably including with it the adjoining district 
of Beder, which name is apparently a corruption of Vidarbha. The 
capital was Kundinapura, the modern “ Kundapura, aoout 40 miles east of 
Amaravati.’ (Dowson’s Classical Die. p. 3551. Prince Aja on his way to 
Vidarbha encamped on the bank of the Nerbudda

“« ’pJnsrfPfftf 1 11
M srttto f^frfmST 1 w h m  »

’CFN at; fpfi i
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(1) “ Kus^mba, prince of high renown 
W as builder of Kausambi tow n /’ *

(2) “  And Kusanribha, just and wise,
Bade high Mahodaya’s towers arise ”  f

(3) Amurta-rajas chose to dwell 
In Dharmdranya’s citadel J

(4) “ Vasu bade his city  fair
The name of Girivraja b e a r"  §

* § 9IT*?' fst*rwg Wfr-csre itq»[ 1
HfHgwR 11

rr?mMT 3ft»t 1
¥ «tm w  w'fimi igtfwf *rTl^rr( 11 
^*pfcsr«t y 'iw jA  srsmfn: 1 
w ?  3 W  V m  II

tt: wfic. ^ u 1
General Cunningham is o f opinion that Kausambi was on the site of 

the present village of Kosam, on the Jumna, 31 miles from Allahabad.
He says: “ Not only do the people themselves put forward this claim, 
but it is also distinctly stated in an inscription of the time of Akbar, which 
is recorded on the great stone pillar, still standing in the midst of ruins, 
that this is Rausambipura. An. Geo. India, p. 396

Laterly it was the capital of Chakra, 8th in descent from Arjuna 
(Pifndu’, after Hastinapur had been swept away by the Ganges. It was 
also the capital of Vatsa-rijd, the scene of the drama “ Ratnavali.” The 
Meghaduta makes mention of Udayana, king of Kausambi.

The Bengal recension gives the name of Kausisvi town of Kas.lsva) 
ins ead of Kausdmbi. But the reading of the Northern recension giving 
Kausimbi as the name, is confirmed by Foe Koue Ki. p. 385, where the 
city Kiaoshangmi is mentioned. It lay 500 /is to south west of Prayiga, 
on the south bank of the Jumna.

f  Mahodaya is another name of Kdnyakubja (modern Kanauj).
t Dharmaranya, the wood in Madhya-Desha to which the god of 

justice is said to have fled through fear of Soma the Moon-god, is believed 
to be in Magadha.

§ Girivraja, (Hill-surrounded) is identified with the Kusagdrpura and 
Rajagriha of the Buddhists. Fa-Hian states that “ the 5 hills form a 
girdle, like the walls of a town.” The 5 bibs are named in the Maha- 
bbarata as Valhdra, Variha, Vrishabha, Rishigiri and Chaityaka, and 
are known at present Baibhar-giri, Vipulagiri, Ratnagiri, Udayagiri and 
Sonagiri. According to Tumour, the Pali annals of Ceylon describe 
tlietn as Gijjbakuta, Isigili, Webharo, Wepullo and Pandavo. Cun An.
Geo. India p. 463. In the time of the Mah^bhirata, king Jarisandha 
ruled at Girivraja.
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Then Visvdmittra goes on —

'• This fertile spot whereon we stand 
W as once the high-souled Vasu’s land.
Behold ! as round we turn our eyes,
Five lofty mountain peaks arise *
See ! bursting from her parent hill

Sumdgadhi,+ a lovely rill
Flowing through Magadh’sJ plains and groves

W ith many a fair meander roves.” Griffith. '

The roo daughters of king Kusa-ndbha, so runs the legend, 
were bent down by the God of W ind, who had wooed them with­
out success and after their name the city Mahodaya was called 

“  KSnyakubja ”  (the city of the Bent Virgins) —

“ Sin ce then, because the W ind-go i bent 
The damsels’ forms for punishment,
That royal town is known to fame 
By Kdnyakubja’s borrowed name.” Gr.

*  About the five peaks, vide note § p. 12.

twr *m*»r*t: i

rjmwt fim? mi *
#«3W’SrT»tT *pir 11”

f This is also read Sand nadi (river Sone) in the original.

% According to Hwen Thsang, who travelled in India (629-745 a.d.)
Magadha was bounded by the Ganges on the north, by the district of 
Benares on the west, by Hiranya Parvata (or Monghyr) on the east and 
by Kirana Suvarna or Singbhum on the south. He noted that its old 
capital known as Kusumapura (Pataliputra) was then in ruins. According 
to the Viyu Purana that city was built by Udayjfswa, grandson of Ajs€ta- 
satru, contemporary of Buddha, but the “  Mahawunso ” makes Udaya 
the son of Ajatasatru. It would thus appear that the old capital Raja- 
griha, was deserted in the reign of this king. According to Megasthenes 
the capital city of India was Palibothra (Pataliputra) in the confines of 
the Prasii tSanskrit Pufchi, the east), near the confluence of the two great 
rivers Ernnnobons (Hiranya-Vdhi, the golden river or the Sone) and 
the Ganges. Cun. An. Geo. India p. 454.

' 6°i^X
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The Bent-daughters of Kusandbha were married to Brahma* 
datta who ruled in Kdmpili *

“ King Brahrnadatta, rich and great,
In Kdmpili maintained his state.”

His son, Gddhi was the father of Visvamittra. t

The river Kausiki or Koshi| is mentioned here as deriving 
its name from Satyavati, the sister of Visvdrnittra “ born of 
Kusa's line.”

Next morning Visvamittra and his party crossed the St?ne,§
“  And many an isle whose bosom shewed ;
For many a league, they journeyed on 
Till, when the sun of midday shone 
The hermit-haunted flood was seen 
Of Jdhnavi, the rivers’ Queen.” Gr.

They then went on their journey and rested at night as guests 
of Sumati king of Visdla.

“  On Gahga’s shore they lighted down,
And saw Visdla's lovely town.” Gr,

This was the capital of South Panchttla in the time of the Mahif- 
bhirat, and corresponds with the Kampila of modern times, situated 
in the Doab on the old Ganges between Badaun and Furrukabad.

Dowson’s Class. Diet.
f  Mr. Griffith is of opinion that Gddhi ruled the regions to the east 

of Benares which in after times were called Gtfdhipur, moslemized in 
modern times into Ghazipore. The original name of GAdhipur is 
preserved in a land grant on copper now in the Museum of the Benares 
College. His kingdom probably extended beyond KjCnauj

I This river flows from the heights of the Himalaya towards the 
Ganges, bounding on the east, the country of Videha Q’irhoot). The 
name is probably half-hidden in Cosoagus of Pliny and the Kossoanos 
of Arrian. (Gr. Ram. note B. I. Ch. LXIII).

§ iffmi w w ts n m : 1
t o  «*r|fVsimi w j? ii 

t  *rsnr fTJTwpt if is t fa r t  ner t 
W f l f  ttfretf f s t  11

xv. « 1
H General Cunningham identifies the town Vaisali, with Besarh to the 

east of the Gutsdak, The old ruined fort here is still called “ Raja- 
Bisal-ka-garh ” or the fort of Raja Visala. Cun. An. Geo. India p, 443.
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K in g Vis$!a, born of Ala robust by old K ing Ikshvdka is 

said to have built this town. Visvam ittra, Rama and Lakshman 

then passed through the herm itage of G o ta m a ~ *

“  The sons of Raghu journeyed forth,

Bending their steps ’twixt east and north,” 

and reached Mithiia. f
II.

Descent of Ganga" (Ganges) from the Himalayas.

K ing Sagar, with his two queens, Kesini daughter of 'he king 

of Vidarbha and Sumati daughter of Arishtanem i, went to the 
Himalayas,

“  W here springs the stream called Bhrigu’s rill ”  

and there practised penances to get a son. By the blessing of 
the sage Bhrigu, he got 60,000 sons, He commenced the jajnct 
of Aswamedha, or horse-sacrifice. T h e horse allowed to stray 
(as was the custom) in charge of his 60,000 sons was stealthily 

taken away by fndra to P atala  or the lower regions and kept by 

the side of the sage K apila who was then engaged in devotion.
The army of princes, so runs the legend, searched for the horse,

“  Deep through the earth their way they m ade”  

and found it cropping the sod, near the sage Kapila, an incarna­
tion of Vishnu ;

“ And on him rushed the furious band f ;
C ryin g aloud, ‘Stand, villain ! stand !’
‘ Avaunt 1 avaunt V great K apila cried,

His bosom flusht with passion’s tide ;
Then by his might that proud array 
All scorcht to heaps of ashes lay.”

Griffith ’s Rdmdyana B. I. Ch. 41.

* “  In the Trikfeda Sesha, the names of Lichhavi, Vaideha, and 
Tirabhukti are given as synonymous, Tirabhukti is the present Tirahuti 
or Tirhut. Now, the modern town of Janakpur, in the Mithari (Mati- 
hdri) district is acknowledged by the universal consent of the natives 
of the country to have been the capital of Raja Janaka, Sita’s father.”

Cun. Geo. An. India p. 445.
t  This was the ancient sage, Gotama, whose wife was Ahalyi, and 

not Gautama Buddha, who belonged to a much later age.

■ G° i x
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Sagar’s grand son Ansumdn practised penances in the Him a­

laya

“  And planned to bring Gang& down,” 
r

for the salvation of his grand-uncles, but without success and died 

there. His grand-son Bhagirath succeeded by his devotion and 
penances to bring the river down from the Himalayan heights.

T h e Trident-wielding Siva, pleased by the prayers of Bhagirath 
bore on his head the furious Gangd in her descent from the 

heights— “ For earth alone could never bear

Those torrents hurled from upper a ir.”
Mr. Griffith thus beautifully translates the ep iso d e : *

" He stood upon the lofty crest 
That crowns the Lord of snow,

And bade the river of the Blest—
‘Descend on earth below,’

“  H im alaya’s child, adored of all,

The haughty mandate heard,
And her proud bosom, at the call,

W ith furious wrath was stirred.
"  Down from her channel in the skies 

W ith  awful might she sped 

W ith a giant’s rush, in a g ian t’s size 
On S iv a ’s holy head.

* The original text is given below :—

“tfla is t  arftsnfa a? fraa > 
fsnrar araftsn fi sN aTagaretg.« 
rrat ssT^t i
tRST w fm tg ti m r  (
--sr '̂sir? ta tm  fiat fefsraw a i 
siftaraa ar t f t  * w  qaagtar« 
ftwfNri f t  <nari aftaan’zia anraa i 
aan aiq a  "arm w a r g  vr, n 
fa fla ra fti' s f t a i '  f a t a t ’sart i 
arc afarg qfa«T qaai gait astf *j#ft 11 
fa ttg -tffa i am i
a r - a a f a t r f f  a a ‘ a r a s r l ?  w u f ^ m i «
*a arc faiM i t  srerw am ^a: i
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“  He held the river on his bead, \

And kept her wandering, where,

Dense as Himalaya’s woods, were spread 
The tangles of his hair. i

No way to earth she found, ashamed, !

Though long and sore she strove,
Condemned, until her pride were tamed,

Amid his locks to rove, 

f here, many lengthening seasons through,
T he wildered river ran :

Bhagirath saw it, and anew 

His penance dire began.

Then Siva, for the hermit’ s sake,
Bade her long wanderings end,

And sinking into V in d u ’s lake 

Her weary waves descend.
From G anga, by the God set free,

Seven  noble rivers came ;
H lddini, Pdvan i, and she 

Called N a lin i  by name :

These rolled their lucid waves along 
And sought the eastern side ;

Su-chakshu, S itd  fair and stron g,t 
And S in d h u ’s mighty tide—

These to the region of the west 
With joyful waters sped :

The seventh, the brightest and the best 
Flowed where Bhagirath led.

7T?ftfrw*?wfft tmwp'wiiw g f 'f  ii
?rm<ref?f prera tru: i
« %*r n.

?r?ft »rrf wet fine*?: nfk i
ff^3qan?naf tsrartflittfe n .

Wf^sft VRift W4 n faft a OT4 =4 1

f?iw: wrff-f%sl sramsT: ftnrasrr: w t :  n 

fee  § at wpf «pjt; wtft f̂hn fjsj WT. B

3
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On countless glittering scales the beam 

O f ruddy morning flashed,
W here fish and dolphins through the stream 

Fallen and falling dashed i 
*  *  *

And white foam-clouds and silver spray 
W ere wildly tossed on high,

Like swans that urge their homeward way 
Across the autumn sky.

Now ran the river calm and clear 
W ith current strong and deep :

Now slowly broadened to a mere,
O r scarcely seemed to creep.

Now o'er a length of sandy plain
Her tranquil course she held ; i

Now rose her waves and sank again 
By refluent waves repelled,”

'iiw rfrret w f tw s i  ?r?i i
w ftw h fa  |
htuku BfMsu w r  ?t ^TBrgssrq i

w i n  st# ?ra i
■ ■ nTpRurwtm# >3 fawnrw€r?rat it 
xmfw: qhrim  wg*jtT i
udt e f̂fijr^ocU «

ft m  w m m m i tri t

u’fvaaamvTfq farirram tffcm: i
rrersTsfaw wTqiRf*ivnt« ax* -J
fiRPtffl t«nwn; i

WcTTf̂ SlfifqTOflfr *tT4 Jt'cTriWfU i
fanrai^’Rww v  » ■ !
fw firfw  ftfsstfcurtsi*} waiter i

« w * r »

«nf« §fir«f ssBreEWfiPH«
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T h e reader will see from the above how poetically and 
graphically has Vdlmiki described the rise, not only of the G anges, 
but of the great river-system of Northern India from the snowy 

range of Central Asia, and their fall :nto the ocean., 1 he natural 
phenomena of the formation of rivers which took years and 
years atfsjl to swell into m ighty streams before they

flowed out of their hilly cradles, over rocks and precipices, and 
purified and gladdened and fertilized the plains, have been co n ­
ceived in the spirit of the sublimest romance, which not only 
enraptured the Indian Aryan, but everlastingly fastened his 
religious faith to the worship of the Blissful Lord of the S k y  
[Siva, V y o m a k e s h a who resided above the Himalayas, and of 
his Consort, the “ E ver-flow in g” Gangd *  or Pdrvatf, the

fipipf wfasfff «fosnfrr t
ufsaita sfsrtf 3»r: «

* * *

stJtw vi?t rr^mri-wrlirat i 

•mft f? fra w fw  s r r lt ir a * ^ : u 
atf-r sfrm w ra  3 W 5  (

ttwt w t  t o t ; u
sifting aw tnrrar: i
aat tai: w t ^ i :  w w  ifrfwrar: ti 
fsrafm »mm*r j  i
w B nftr sh »rsiww: it

wastst tmasn: w - i
nwt^istjciT *nrr rTtwa a w ftfo  ^ « 
srora “«f yvmrr wflWtiT^itt • 
w rw tfit  «r »
asrreraiHMnr'anf forr® tra i 
wvftr'flLftr vtarf'swswK’rar usm: »

apa ?rra*rt KtW it
$tw»nw: tsn mm »

tw : safe: a s rgr i

* The word “ gangsf” (intensive form of ifflr, to go,) literally means a 
running or ever-flowing river. j

' G°i^X •
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daughter of the Mountain. *  Tw o of the seven rivers m en­

tioned in this episode, Stndkii ( or In d u s) on the west and 

Gangd or B h d g ira th i in the middle, still bear their names. The 

other rivers, H ltid in i  (the Gladderfer), P&vani (the Purifier) and 
A'a/mi (the Lotus-clad) in the east, f  Su-chakshu  (the fair-eyed) 
and .[.ltd (the fair-complextoned) in the west, require still to be 

identified. % T h e legend further on describes how the central 
or mam stream, out of the seven or sapta uadis, (i.e. Gangd par 
excellence) passed on her way through the hermitage of Jahnu  and 
was stopped by that sage and afterwards set free by him, an 
incident from which we get the name of J d h n a v i Le. Jahnu’s 
daughter”  applied to her ; §

“  Hence G a n g ! through the world is styled 
Both J d h n a v i  and Jahnu’s child.
Then onward still she followed fast,
A nd reached the great sea at last.”

T he part of the Ganges from Bhdgaipore downwards, specially 

>e branch known as the Hooghii, is still locally called the B h dgirath i

its lumtnhs11h%Mb rw  h?tT io ftv ’™ th6i ¥

was believed to be c o v e r t  wTm V Hlm% ^ s ,n the nort* and east and
stagnant pools, which abound in ^  Weeds- 0n account of the
name Brahmaputra does not appear in he Vilmiki R S m d van f Th ‘ v  r *  is mentioned there alonrr u,h> • v amuki-Kainayana. lh s JVahnt
situate ^ r P. T >  ^  N° rth Ku™’s ^

I G w  of these joined the Sarasvati in Panch&a. Vide note n 2j

E S i , T ™ “ «C i ' S r T T '  -  •" L L L d i o m T g ,™
Ajeavind'h md ™ th i tS’ - 1 s°l|tal7 eminence, a temple of Siva, called 
these appear to h a v e ^ ^ n ? h i i { ,° r ,  bU,,t b;?.tb? MahoUiedans- Both
of the river The r11(i  h L  ! ' ? s 8pI,t mto two the current 
Buddhistic fi„UreS e, ’ f S of “ f  % avfn^  Hill still contain
Bhagafluf, the Ganges still f),v °o  u'e™’ ColgOng (Koholgram) east of
under by the chariot of B h a s ir it^ ^ A G ^ tS’ -  ,have bcen cut as' 
hretd (lake). Opposite th it r  it*  ' A l‘?.n.k near ,l< ,s known as Jahnus
Kusi river.' (Vide Padun N&vrh SanSam- the junction of the' c raama JN4v Ghosal’s Indian Travels.)
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and it is probable that the Ganges origin ally mbt the sea 
in the tract, which now forms the D istrict of Murshed^bdd 

or Navadwipa (Nuddia, new isles). Low er Bengal or the delta 

of the Ganges and the Brahmaputra was then a part of the sea, 
which gradually receded southwards in the course of time, a theory 
which receives corroboration from other quarters also,* T he 

herm itage of K apila said to have been in the Nether regions was 
probably on the seaside where the G anges joined the sea at that 

time and washed the ashes of Sagar’ s numerous sons. The sea

* We find in the Mah^bhirat, Vana Parva, Ch. 113, that Yudbisthira |
came to the Kausiki Tirtha Junction of the Kausi or Coosi and the W ’ii, ' 
Ganges, opposite Colgong) and found the sea beyond, with 500 rivers 
flowing into it. (Vide note § p. 20).

Kali Dasa in his Raghu-Vamsa, Canto IV, speaks/of the army of 
Raghu as having flowed, like the Ganges, led by Bhagiratha, to the eastern 
ocean and conquered the Suhmas, on the seashore dark with palm trees, 
and the Vangas, who fought with boats, and erected monuments on the 
isles at the mouth of the Ganges :—

•« rt*rt
w t  Jty-rffl? wjftr«r: 1

errata attft
utu ^qqn© rrffe’T. 1

ctwT<t fasq-’WTfsEq
•wmi wffk'T. f s f : qgftflr 1
^TgfrgTq erm wm wtm,q*fhac(r*( 
fsrqrstPT it

The eastern ocean meant is the Bay of Bengal, which then probably 
rolled her waves up to the Sub-Himilayan tract east of Anga (Bhagalpur) . | 
and west of Kitnrupa (Assam), The present Bay can hardly be said to 
be east of Ajodhya, whence the army had marched down eastwards, 
according to the Geography of the times as known to Kali D;Csa,

Hwen Thasang, in the seventh century A. D. came to the place known 
as Samathata (level country) 100 crashes south of Kimrupa 'Assam) on 
the sea shore. Viswa Kosha. We gather from Mr. R.C. Dutt’s “ Ancient 
India” that HwenJThsang’s account of Northern India ended with Bengal, 
and that he made mention of Pundra (Northern Bengal), as the country 
lying to the east of Champd (Bhagalpur), and Kdmarupa further to the east, 
beyond a great river (the Brahmaputra); Samathata (East Bengal) south 
of Kamarupa; and of Tamratipti, which corresponds with Tumlook and 
Midnapur. According to the Rajiarangini, king Lalitiditya of Kashmir 
came to Gaur Maldah^and saw the eastern sea, beyond it. Viswa Kosha.

In the opinion of Geologists, the sea once rolled up to the vicinity 
of Rdj Mehal. Viswa Kosha.
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itself is still called Sdgar in the Sanskrit lexicon, having been 
, extended or dug by the sons of Sagar. A ccording to popular belief,
\  pilgrims flock by thousands annually to a place near Sdgar-point,

•at the mouth of the.H ooghli supposed to be the herm itage of Kapila 
at the Sagar-Sangam  which must have shifted southwards with 
the. recess of the sea.

III. Bharat’s journey  from Giri-vraja to Ajodhya ''.

Asvapati (lord of the horses) father of K aikeyi, the favourite 
wife of Dasaratha was the ruler of the K ekaya tribes in Northern 

Punjab and held his capital at G iri-vraja *  , which literally means 
hill-surrounded or a mountain-pass) ; after D asaratha’s death 
Bharat, his son by Kaikeyi, was summoned to Ajodhyd through 
envoys, to prevent the anarchy which followed RSm a’s exile.

He accordingly came to Ajodhya by the follow ing route :

Bharat crossed the Swcidmd and H la d  in i  rivers and came to the 
■Satadru (Sutlej, the hundred-channelled river, the Zaradrus of 
Ptolem y and Hesydrus of Pliny) which he crossed at a p lace—

“  Near A iladhana  on the strand,

And came to Aparparvat's land.
O ’er Sila's  flood he hurried fast,
A ku rva ti’s  fair stream be passed,

Crossed o'er A'gneya’s rapid r i l l , ,
And Salyakarsan  onward still.
Sildvahd ’s sw ift stream be eyed,
T rue to his vows and purified,
Then crossed the lofty hills, and stood 
In Chaitraratha's  mighty wood.
He reached the confluence where meet 
S arasvati and Gangd fleet,+

And through Bharunda  forest, spread 
Northward of Vir-M astya, sped.

* This Giri-vraja in the Punjab is different from Giri-vraja of 
Magadba, described at p. 12, above.

t Gangd is said to have joined the Sarasvati here. According to Rimd- 
nuja, Ganges means here one of the 3 streams of the heavenly Gangd, 
which flowed westerly out of Vindu Sake, in the higlier Himalayas 
(Vide note t p. 17 above.), Profulla Chandra’s “ Valmtki and his Times.”

‘ <5o‘JpX
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He sought K a lin d a ’s child, who fills 
The soul with joy, begirt by hills,
Reached Jamuna, and passing o ’er 

Rested his army on the shore :

*  *  *

A t Ansudhdna, Gangd, hard 
To cross, his onward journey barred,
So turning quickly thence he cam e 

To Prdgvai’s city  dear to fame.
There having gained the farther side 

To Kutikoshtikd he hied :
The stream he crossed, and onward then 
T o  Dharma-vardhan brought his men.

Thence, leaving Toran on the north 
To Jambuprastha journeyed forth.
Then onward to a pleasant grove 

By fair Varutha's town he d rove” .

He then proceeded eastward and having passed Ujphdna,

“ A while at Sarva-tirtha spent 

Then o’er Uttaragd he went 

*  *  *

And passing Hastiprishthak, took 

The road o'er Kutikd’s fair brook.

Then, at Lohitya's village, he 

Crossed o’er the swift Kapivati,
Then passed, where Ekasdla stands,
The Sthanum atis flood and sands 

And Gomati of fair renown 
By Vinata’s delightful town.”

Griffith's Ram B. II. CH. 71 . j

Then he passed through the Sal forest at Kulinga and reached 
Ajodhyd. The journey from Giri-vraja to A jod h yi took 7 days—

“ Seven nights upon the road had passed 

Then Bharat saw the town at last,”
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The envoys who had gone from AjodhyiS to summon Bharat, 
chose a different and shorter route, in their haste to reach Girivraja 
and take the prince to Ajodhya to prevent confusion and anarchy 
consequent on Rama’s exije and Dasaratha’s death,

“  Then northward of Prolaniba, west 
Of Apartdla, on they pressed,
Crossing the M d lin i  that flowed 

W ith gentle stream athwart the road.
They traversed Gangd’s holy waves 
W here she H astindpura  laves,*

Thence to Panchdla  westward fastf 

Through K urujdngal's  land they passsd.” J 

Alter erbssing Saradandd  they reached K u lin g a ’s town.

“ Then, having passed the W arrior's wood 
In Abhik&la next they stood.’’

After crossing the sacred Ikshum ati,

! . "  And through Bdhika  journeying stili§
T hey reached at length Suddm an’ s hill ;

Hastinapura was in later times the capital of the Kurus. Its ruins are 
traceable near an old bed of the Ganges 57 miles N. E. of modern Delhi 
It is said to have been situate on the'south bank of the Ganges N F 
of Meerat and S. W, of Bijnor, 5

t  PanclHIa a place to the east of Kuru-jdngal or Thineswar It rose 
into importance in the time of the Mahi Bhdrat. It extended north
and west from Delhi, from the foot of the Himalayas to the Chambal or 
Lharmnnwati, divided by the Ganges into Northern and Southern 
Panchilas, The latter corresponds with the Gangetic Doab, with its 
capital at K&mpilya on the old Ganges, between modern Btfdaun and 
Furrakhabad. Cunningham considers North Panchala to be Rohilkhand.
The ruins of its capital, Ahi-chhatra (Adisadra of Potlemy), are found 
near Ramnagar (Dowson). Ikshumati is probably the K ili or Kalindri, 
a branch of the Ganges on which Sankdsya was situated. Vide Cun Geo 
Ind. pL 279,

i, Kuru-jfogala lay to the west and north of Panchala, according to 
'■ -Ai £Î niayana* According to “ WErnana Purana ” it is identifiable with 
rhammar or “ Sthdnu Tirtha,” where Siva, known as “ Sthanu ” was
worshipped : “ t s i f  f t s s p - t ” 1 Viswa kosha,

, § clescr'l)ed in the Maha Bhirata, Kama parva, compre­
hend the different non-Aryan nations of the Punjab from the Sutlej to the 
ln< us. 1 hey are described here as inhabiting some tract between the 
Sutlej and the Beas (Vipasi).
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There Vishnu’s footstep turned to see -

Vipasd viewed,* and Salrnali.” /?«»*. B. II. CH. 68,

And then exhausted by the journey and riding fast they reached 
“  Giri-vraja’s splendid town.”

According to Professor Lassen, G iri-v ra ja  the capital of the 
Kekayas lay to the west of the Vipasa or Beas, but the text of j

the Rdmdyana does not bear out this. Neither the envoys, nor 
Bharat had to cross the Vipisa, in the journey to or from G iri-vraja, 
which was therefore to the east of that river.t Between it and the 
Satadru (Sutlej), stretched the country of the Bdhikas. According 
to the Bengal recension, there follow towards the east the r iv e r  
Indamati, (instead of Ikshumati) the town of Ajakdla (for Abhi- 

kdla) belonging to the Bodhi, then Bhulinga (for Kulinga) then 
the river Saradanda. According to the direction of the route 

both the rivers, Ikshumati and Saradanda, must be tributaries of 
the Satadru. The road then crossed the Jumna, led beyond that 
river through the country of the Panehdlas, and reached the Ganges 
at Hastindpura (near Delhi). Thence it led over the Ram aganga 
and its eastern tributaries, then over the Gomati, and then in a 
southern direction along the M ilini, beyond which it reached 

Ajodhya. In Bharat’s journey the following rivers were passed 
from west to e a s t : Kutikoshtikd, U ttdnika, Kutika, K ap ivati,
Gom ati according to Schlegel, and H iranyavati, Uttaraga, K u tild ,
K apivati, Gomati, according to Gorresio. A s these rivers are 
to be looked for on the east of the Ganges, the first must be the 

modern Koh, a small affluent of the Ram aganga, over which the 
high.vay cannot have gone, as it bends too far to the north. T he 
Uttdnika  or Uttaraga (north-flowing) must be the Ram aganga,

Vlpisi (modern Beas) is the Bibasis or Hyphusis of the Greeks.
It is believed to be the Arjikiti, one of the 10 rivers mentioned in the 
Rig-Veda :

w a r  1”

Parushni, Asikni, Marut-Vridha and Sushoma were known in later 
times as Irdviti (Ravi), Chandra BhJ|j£ (Chenab), Apagi and Sindhu 
(Indus) ; Vitastd retains its old name Rajkrishna Ray’s Ramayana p. 343.

4

t e 0 3 5



IS <SL
[ ]

the Kutika or K utila  its eastern tributary, Kos&a the K apivati the 
next tributary which on the maps"has diflfer^ttt names, Gurra 6r 
above Kailas, ioAer down Bhaigu. T he  Gornati (Goomtee) retains 
its old name. The Mdlini mentioned only in the envoys’ journey, 
is supposed by Mr. Griffith to have been the western tributary 
of the Saraju now called CTiu%&, (Vide Note to Griffith’s Ram.)

Cunningham considers it probable that the M '&lini was the 
Krineses of Megasthenes which flowed through Maddwar(Mundore) 

in Western Rohilkhand.near Bljnor. "  It was in a sacred grove on 

the bank of the Mdiini that Sakuntald  was brought up, and 
along its course lay her route to the court of Dushmdnfa at 
llastindpur. Whi l e the lotus floats on its waters and While the 
ckakwa calls to its mat e on the bank, so long will the little Mdiihi 

live in the verse of KAli Ddsa.”
It is held by some scholars, that Pralamba was the aforesaid 

Maddwdr and that the Mahni flowed into the Ganges separat­

ing it from AparUia, in the w est.*

IV. R a 'Ma’s rou te .

Rain a accompanied by Sitd and Lakshtnan started front Aj '• 
dhyff and halted for the night on the bank of the TamasA t  and 

pushing his journey next day1—

“  Through the auspicious flood, at last,
Of Vedasruti’s | stream he passed.
Still on for many an hour he hied
And crossed the stream whose cooling tide
Rolls onward till she meets the sea,
T he herd-frequented Gomati ;
B orne by his rapid horses o’er,

He reached that river’s farther shore

* Vide Raj Krishna Ray’s Rama. P. 340.
t Tamasa (modern Tons) is the first river which Rdrna crossed after 

leaving Ajodhya, It flows through Azamgarh arid joins the Ganges in 
Balia District.

I Vedasruti was the next stream crossed and after it, the Gomati Or 
ttoointi which was fordable.
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flespunded with the p eacp ck ’s stream.

# # ^

So through the, wide and fair exten t  

Of K osala  the hero went..
T h e  ear-borne chieftain passed the bound 

O f K o sa la 's  delightful g ro u n d .!
B. fl  Cb. 6 19  &  50-

Here, RAma took leave of the mournful m ultitu d e” who had 

followed him from A jo d h y a —

" Before him three-pathed G a n g d  rolled 

Her heaven ly  waters bright and cold.”

The party rested on the bank of the G a n g e s  for the night, 

near the famous Ingudi tree in S rin g a v era p u r,t  where he was hos­

pitably received by Guha, the k in g  of the Nishddas, an aboriginal 

tribe. N ext  m ornin g  RAma took leave of Sumantra, his father s 

trusted friend and charioteer, and crossed the G a n g e s  in a boat 

supplied by Guha.
N e x t  day passing through Vatsa, the party reached P raydg  

(modern Allahabad)-—

“  On to that spot they made their way 

Through the dense wood that round them lay 

W h ere  Jamuna's sw ift waters glide 

T o  blend with G a n g a 's  holy tjde. ’

KAli DAsa thus describes the junction of the two fivers, in his 

R aghu-V am sa, canto X III—

‘ ‘Now, see the waves of J u m n a ’s stream divide 
T h e  fair-limbed GangA's h e a v e n -descended tide !

* Syandika the next stream, is probably the modern Sdi. It said 
to be 7 miles south of Jaunpur, on the Goomti, and 25 miles nor. o 
Benares. Padma NAv Ghpsal’s “ Indian travels p. 43-

t Sringaverpur is the modern Sungroor, in A;:aliabad district,
' Viflp my translation of Raghu-Vamsa Pt- II, P- *of>)

[  i ?  }
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Distinct, though joined, bright gleaming in the sun 
Like pearls with sapphires mixt,,the rivers run.
Thus intertwined, the azure lotus’ through 
Crowns of white lilies pours its made of blue,

g,{ * * * *
«  Or as the moon whose silver radiance steals

Through the dark cloud that half its face conceals ;

Or as a row of autumn's clouds, between 
W hose shifting ranks the blue of heaven is seen.”

In the evening they came to the hermitage of the Sage B ha-  
radvdja  “ near where the rushing waters met.”  Here they rested 
for the night, and on the morning, resumed their journey and 
crossing the Jamuna or KAlindi on a ra ft,*  adored on “  her farther 

bank ”  the sacred “  Sytftna Bata,” the “  Brown fig tree, ”  whose 

relics are known even to the present day as the everlasting 

“ Akshaya B a ta."
Next day they reached the Chitrakuta  hill “ famed moun­

tain of the varied peak, where great Langurs in thousands play.”
This hill is ten kroshesf away from Bharadvdja’s hermitage, 

situate “ near the rushing waters.” At Chitrakuta they met 

and were welcomed by “ VAlmiki, the ancient anchoret.”

* The construction of the raft is interesting and is thus described :
“ At length with logs together laid,
A mighty raft the brothers made.
Then dry bamboos across were tied,
And grass was spread from side to side-,
And the great hero Lakshman brought 
Cane and rose-apple boughs, and wrought,
Trimming the branches smooth and neat,
For Site’s use a pleasant seat.”

G. Ram. B. II. Ch. 55.

f “?ss*T«t xmftra firfwftRfiwfafa 1
3*©; w w :  11 • d

t w t i M P m :  1 t i  I
fa s * ?  ?f?t x \ m -. i s ’s : 1 f

“ Ten kroshes hence, my child, is the Mountain, where thou shalt 
dwell. It is inhabited by Maharshi.s and is sacred and picturesque 
throughout, abounding in Goldngulas, monkeys and bears, known by the
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V ilm ik i  thus speaks of Chitrakuta :

“  North Kuril’s realm is fair to see,
VasvaukasArd, N a lin i,
But rich in fruit and blossom still
More fair is Chitrakuta’s hill.”

*
T h e  stream "  Manddkini ” flows by Chitrakuta and is thus 

described by Vdlmiki

“ How sweetly glides, O darling, look,
\ Manddkini’s delightful brook,

Adorned with islets, blossoms gay 
And sarases and swans at play.

Kdli Ddsa describes the hill in his Raghu Vamsa as follows :

“ Now to the left, dear Sitd, turn thine eyes,
Where Chitrakuta’s lofty peaks arise.

Like some proud bull he lifts his haughty crest ;
See the dark cave his mouth and shaggy breast !

name of Chitrakuta, resembling Gandhamddah.” Manmatha Nath Dutta’s 
Rdmdyana p 344'

A Krosha probably indicated a longer distance, than what it is 
understood to mean at present. Mr. Griffith renders it by “ league.”
Ten krosfws approximately gives the distance of Chitrakuta, in a south 
westerly direction, from Allahabad, i. e. about 6o miles. Padma Ndv 
Ghosal in his “ Indian Travels.”  p. 124, describes this hill from his 
personal experience. It is 12 miles from Markunda station on the 
Jubbulpur Railway, in Hamirpur, west of Banda. The Manddkini 
flows on one side. On the top of the hill are stone-figures of Rdma, 
Laksraan and Sitd. There are Rim Gbit, shrine of Anasui and the river 
Payosni ( qrffsft, probably the Pisuni) and many other places of interest 
and worship to the pilgrim. Some scholars have tried to prove that 
Chitrakuta is far to the south and east, in Central India, a theory which 
is disproved by the description and situation of the hill given in the 
Rimiyana itself, as shewn above.

A writer in the Calcutta Review (vol. XXIII.) thus describes the 
scene “  We have often looked on that green hiil ; it is the holiest spot 
of that sect of the Hindu faith who devote themselves to this incarnation 
of Vishnu. The whole neighbourhood is Rama’s country. Every 
headland has some legend, every cavern is connected with his name ; 
some of the wild fruits are-still called Sitdphal, being the reputed food 
of the exile. Thousands and thousands annually visit the spot, and 
round the hill is a raised foot-path, on which the devotees, with naked 
feet, tread full of pious awe.”
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Now like a clod in furious charge uptorn,

A  cloud is hangin g  on his mighty horn.
S e e ,  how the river with its lucid streams

L ike  a pearl necklace round the mountain g leam s.” G.
(Vide Miss M an ning’s “ An. and Mediaeval 

India” Vol. II. p., i to.)

Bharat with the whole royal family came here and failing to 

persuade Rdrna to return to A jod h y A  and resume his crown, 

took his wooden shoes as emblem of the king and resided at 

Nandigram, (Nundgaon  in Oudtv and from that place, governed the 

country as regent for R d m a ; and he did not. sit on the ancestral 

throne at Ajodhya.
From Chitrakuta, Rdm a came to the hermitage of the sage,

Atri T h e  river Manddkini flows through it, brought by d iv er­

sion fr o m  the Ganges, by A tri ’s wife, the pious Anasua, when the 

country was visited by a drought of 10 years ’ d uratio n --  

“  She, when the clouds withheld their rain 

And drought ten years consumed the plain,

Caused grateful roots and fruits to grow  

A n d ordered Gangd here to flow.”

Rdm. B. II. Ch. 107.

After having resided for long time near about Chitrakuta and 

the river Manddkini, R i m a  entered the great forest of Dandakci- 

ranya, pouth of the Vvndhya R ange, in the g orge  of winch the 

party was opposed by V ir .td h a*

“  Vast as some monntain-peak in size,

W ith m ighty voice and sunken eyes,

Huge, hideous, tall, with monstrous face,

Most ghastly  of his giant race .”

Virddha took up in his arms, Sitd,

h W h o  trembled for terror, as a frail,

Y o u n g  plantain shivers in the gale.”

* ua 1 1
“ Here is shewn how Vi rid ha strove to bar our war at the entrance 

of the Vindbya wood.” C. H. Tawney’s Transiatmn.
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R im a  killed the giartt and rescued S i t4. Befdrfe his death,

Virddha, had asked Riiha, to bury his body, for 

11 Such was the law ordained of old 
For giants when their days were told,” *

T he party then journeyed half a jo ja n a .f  and came to the hermit­
age of Saravanga, who burnt himself in sacrificial fire in Rdm Ts 

presence. They crossed the M an dikini on a ra ft. Here many 
Brahman-hermits surrounded Rdmaand asked his help against th| 
oppression of the Rakshases who were the terror of the Dakshin  

(D eccan );

" T h e s e  wicked fiends the hermits kill,

W ho live on Chitrakuta’s hill,
And blood of slaughtered saints has dyed 

Manddkini and Pampd's side.
No longer Can we bear to see, ,

The death of saint and devotee,
W hom  through the forest day by day,
These  Rdkshases unpitying slay.
T o  thee, 0  prince, we ‘flee, and crave 
T h y  guardian help our lives to save. G.

Rdtna promised to help them with his characteristic readiness to 

suppress cruelty and oppression even at the risk of his life and he 
thus appeased the affectionate misgivings and fears of Sitd} for 

launching upon so perilous a  task

“  As thus the troubled hermits prayed, v
I promised, dame, my ready aid.
And now— for truth I hold most dear r- 

Still to my word must I adhere,

* *r*r.

rm: 'h r : » « 1
t rat vr»afaTT j i w : sramr-i 

stsi% sra w%f§:
“ Half a jojana, hence, my child, dwells the righteous and potent 

Mabarslvi, Saravanga, resembling the sun.”
Manmatha Nath Dutta’s, Translation M m . B. I l l ,  Gh. 4.

■ c°iSx
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My love, I might endure to be

1; Deprived o f Lakshman, life and thee,
But n e'er deny mv prom ise, ne’er 

T o  Brahm ans break the oath I aw are.”

B. Hi. Cli. 10.

After  crossin g  the Manddkini on a raft, Rdma proceeded to the 
herm itage of the great sage % S u t ik sh n a; f

“ Through woods fur many a league he passed 
O ’er  rushing rivers full and fast 

Until a mountain fair and bright 

A s  lotfy Meru rose in sight.*

T h e  two brothers with Sitd Journeyed through the forest and 

at last cam e to the P anchdpsara  lake (the lake o f the 5 nymphs), 

w here a sag e  named Manddkarni, lived in mirth with the nymphs :

“  A  lovely stream-fed lake they spied,

T w o  leagues across from side to side.” f

Rain a resided in this part of the D andakdranya  for 10 y ea rs  

and fought with R aksh ases and slew num berless of them, w'ho 

infested the forest and disturbed the few  isolated Brahmanieal 

settlem ents in that little-known, nameless and trackless country : —

“ H ere for months, conten t he stayed 

T h ere  for a year his visit paid 

*  *. *  #

A s there the hero dwelt at ease 

A m o n g  those holy devotees.

In d ays untroubled o ’er his head

Ten circlin g  y ea rs  of pleasure fled.’ ’ G.

Rdma then cam e back to Sutikshna's hermitage as he had pro-

*  Mr. Griffith is of opinion that this was the celebrated Ramagiri or 
Rama’s hill, now Ram-tek, near Nagpore— the scene of the Yaksha's exile 
in the “ Messenger Cloud,” of K i l i  IMsa.

t  The area of the Panchdpsara lake is given in the text as jojana. 
square ( ) 1



n

<SL
r 33 ]

inised before. Thence lie proceeded to the hermitage of the great 
sage Agastya, pursuing the way described by Sutikshn aas follows :

“  Southward, dear son, direct thy feet 

E ig h t leagues beyond this still r e t re a t :

Agastya’s hermit brother there 

Dwells in a home most bright and fair.’’

*  * * *

There for one night, O Rdma, stay 
And with the dawn pursue thy way.

Still farther, bending southward, by 
The thicket's edge thy course must lie,
And thou wilt see, two leagues from thence 
Agastya's lovely residence.”  B. Ilf.  Ch. 2,

Agastya, so runs the legend, had crossed the Vindhya  chain 
and after killing the fiends (non-Aryan tribes) who had devastated 

the forest, settled here ;

"  In days of yore within this place #
T w o brothers fierce of demon race,

Vat dpi dire and ilv a l, dwelt,
And slaughter mid the Brdhmans dealt.
A^Brdhman’s form, the fiend to cloak,

Fierce riva l wore, and Sa n skrit  spoke.”
B. I l l  Ch. 2.

A gastya  killed the fiends

“ And gave this southern realm to be 
A  refuge, from oppression free,”

After spending sometime, as the guest of Agastya, Rdma went 

to Panchavati, the way to which is thus described by that sage j—

“ Beloved son, fo u r  leagues away,

Is Panchavati bright and gay :

# # *  #

* Ilval is said to have lived in Maniraatipur, identifiable with the caves 
of FJlora (so named from Ilval) near D.iulatabad. The temples and 
grottoes are of a later age. •

5
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Not far remote from here it lies 

A  grove to charm thy loving eyes.

Goddvari's pure stream is nigh :
There Sit.l’s days will sweetly fly 

*  # *

Now yonder, Prince, direct thine eyes 

W here dense M adhuka woods arise :

Pierce their dark shade, and issuing forth 
Turn to a fig-tree on the north,

Then onward up a sloping mead 
Flanked by a hill the way will lead :
There Panchavaii, ever gay

W ith ceaseless bloom, thy steps will stay.” *

B. i l l .  Ch. 13.

R 4ma met J a td y u , the winged chief, on his way to Panchavati.

He stayed at this place for some time. This place was frequent­
ed by Surpanakhd, sister of Rdvana, the king of Lankd, under 
the protection of the Demon chief, K har a , Havana's cousin, who 

governed JaHasthdn, the south and western part of the Indian 
Peninsula.

Her attempt to court Rdma’s love by killing Sitd, resulted in 
her being deformed by Lakshman who cut off her ears and nose. 
Surpanakhd ran away and told the story of her disgrace to Khara.

* The original text is as follows :
yrft hf'TUir mff 1

* * *

*t fat: smrfops =nfer i

dtizwdu: tufftf n p ftrfii  m  x'wn 11
xtff: *i k : \ \ i|:i

Panchavati— a place in the great Southern forest near the sources of the 
Goddvan, believed to be the modern Nasi/: so called from the incident 
that SurpanakbfFs nose ( ndsika) was cut off by Lakshman there.

Dowson’s Hind Myth,
The town of Nasik is 6 miles, from Nasik Road Station on the. G.I.P.

Railway, and its Ghdt extends for nearly half a mile on the Goddvari, 
whose sources are at Tryamvaka-ndth Trimbak) 4o miles higher up. Here 
is a temple of Ritghunath at Panchavati. Padtna Nav Ghosii's “ Indian 
Travels.”
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" T o  Janasthdn the monster flew,
Fierce Khara there she found 

With chieftains of the giant crew 
In thousands ranged around.”

Rdma was attacked by the demon legions, but he slew Khara 
and his generals, Dushan, Trishira  and others,* and annihilated the 
army of 14,000 demons, which was the scourge of the South.

Rdvana received the terrible news of the disgrace of his sister, 
and the destruction of Khara and his army from Akampan, a 
fugitve, and burnt with fury to wreak his vengeance on Rrfma.

He had heard of the great prowess of Rdma from M &richa+ 
before, and ventured not to meet him in open fight. So he came to 

Panchavati in a mendicant’s guise and managed to carry off Sit<S, 
when k i m a  and Lakshman were away in the forest in pursuit of a 
“  Golden "  deer.

in his flight with Sitd, R lv a n a  was opposed by the winged chief 

Jatdyu  in Janastkdn, who was, however, defeated and mortally 
wounded in severe fight.

After reaching LankS, Rdvana did not rest in peace. He sent 
other legions of demons to uphold his rule in Janastkdn. He 
exhorted his warriors as follows

“ Arm, warriors, with the spear and bow ;
With all your speed from Lankd go,
For Janasthdn, our own no more,
Is now defiled with giant's gore ;

The seat of K hara's  royal state 
Is left unto us desolate.

*  * *

And naught, but Rdma’s death can sate 
The fury of my vengeful hate.

*  *  *

* T h e  other names are : -"Syenagsfmi, Prithusyifma, Jaina-satru,
V ihangama, Durjaya, ParavinCksha, Parusha, Kiflakdmukha, Megha-m^li 
Mahi-mali, Vanfsya, and Rudhirdsana, which bespeak their fierceness arid 
anti-Aryan character.

t  Vide p. 11 above.
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Watch there Rdma with keenest eye 

And all his deeds and movements spy.”

B. III. Ch. 54.

Rdma and Lakshrnan were overwhelmed with grief at the 
loss of Sitd ; they journeyed southwards in search of her and met 
the disabled J a tiy u  in Ja n a sth in , somewhere near the river 
Godivari. The winged chieftain informed them of Rdvana's 

flight with Sitd and expired in their presence. T h ey  performed 

on the body of the feathered chief, funeral rites befitting a 
father

"  Then hastening went the princely pair 
T o  bright G odivari, and there 

Libations of the stream they poured 
In honour of the vulture-lord.”

After this, the brothers pursued their journey westwards, and

“ Still onward with a southern  course, j
And passing through the mazes stood !
Beyond that vast and fearful wood."

Passing 3 kroshes from J a n a sth in  they came to the “  Kraun- 
cha ”  forest (Curlew’s wood)—

i
“  Then turning further eastward  they \
Pursued three leagues their weary way,

Passed Krauncha’s wood and reached the grove 
W here elephants rejoiced to rove.”

Here in a cave they met Ayom ukhi (ironfaced), a giantess.
In the next forest, R f  m met and killed a giant, known as 

K abandha*

“ W ho stood before them dire and dread 
Without a neck, without a head,

And deep below the monster’s waist 
His vast misshapen mouth was p la c e d ;

* Bhavabhuti calls the forest where Kabandha lived as Chitrakunjavan 
(with beautiful groves). “ Here is that region of the Dandaka wood to 
the west of Janasthin called Chitrakunjavan.” Mr. Tawney’s Uttara 
Ram-charita.
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His form was huge, his voice was loud 
As some dark-tinted thunder cloud.
Beneath long lashes, dark and keen 

The monster’s single eye was seen.
Deep in his chest, long, fiercely bright 
It glittered with terrific light.”

B. Ilf. Ch. 70.

I he brothei s then pursued the path “ extending westwards far 
away,” traversed several forests, and

“ T he onward path pursuing still 
From wood to wood from hill to hill,”

reached the stream formed lake Pam pd*  Here they met the Vdnar 

chiefs, Sugriva  and Hanum&n and 3 others on the adjacent 
Rishya-muka hill,

“ Fair mountain, lovely with the flow 

Of Pam pd's waves that glide below /’

* Pampi is said to be the name of a lake and a river which rising from 
Rishyamuka flows into it. Wide Raghu Vamsa Ct. XIII. 30)

‘When they travelled over the scenes in which they had passed their 
years of banishment, Rifma alluded in touching words, to his distress at 
losing Sit£:

“ Look far before us ; see the distant gleam 
Through the thick reeds of Pampd's silver stream, 
f here on the bank I saw two love-birds play,
And feed each other with a lotus spray !
‘Ah, happy birds t’ I sighed, ‘whom cruel fate 
Dooms not to sorrow for an absent mate !’
Well I remember, in my wild despair,
I thought a bright Asoka glowing there 
Was Sitrf.” Griffith.

(Vide Miss Manning’s An. and Maid, India, and my translation of 
Raghuvainsa Fart II. ch. XIII. p. 99),

•his^akVabhUt* ^  h'S “ Urtara Fima-charita” thus touchingly refers to

‘‘This Pampd lake is beautiful. On this lake, in the intervals between the 
falling and gushing of tear drops, I beheld tracts covered with blue lotuses
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X jX  On the western shore of t.he Pampd, stood the hermitage of

the sage Matanga. , Here the brothers met Sa va rt,

“ T he aged votaress pure of taint 

R evered by every perfefit saint.”

Hanumdn after addressing Rdma, went back to his chief, 
S u g riv a—

“ From Rishyam uka's rugged side 
T o  M alaya's  hill the Vdnar hied.”

R im a  after pledging friendship with Sugriva, went from 

Rishyam uka  to Kishkindhyd , passing through the forest, where the 

Seven R ishis  (sages) are said to have performed penances, before 

their transformation into stars. After the fall of the Vdnar- 

monarch Btfli, Sugriva  was installed king of K ishkindhyd  and the 

Vdnar  tribes. T he rains having set in, Rdma and his brother

and in which the white lotuses trembled with their broad stalks, being 
shaken by the wings of mallikdkshd geese sweetly singing from joy.’ Mr.
Tawney’s Translation.

Pampd, according to Prof. Wilson is a river which rises in the Rishya­
muka mountain and (alls into the Tunga-Bhadrrf, before Anagandi. Mr.
Beglar’s opinion that PatnpiC is in the Central Provinces and is the 
modern Ramp river, is evidently erroneous. The Viswa-Kosha, in which 
the subject has been carefully discussed, attempts to shew that the Pambai, 
in Travancpre, corresponds with the description of the Pampd, given by 
Valmiki himself. This river rises from the Western Ghats locally known 
as Anamalai or Plasti-Giri. But Padma Ndv Ghosal in his “ Travels” 
holds that the Hampi and Anagandi bids, 60 miles from Bellari 
correspond with the ancient Kishkindhyd, and that 8 miles thence is the 
Rishyamuka hill by the foot of which flows the Pampd, falling into the 
Tunga-Bhadrl There is also a lake of the same name. On the other 
side of Kishkindhyd is the Mdlyavdn or the Garlanded Hill. Gajendra-gad, 
at the foot of the hills, whence a stream (probably the Pampi) rises and 
flows into the Tunga-Bhadr£, is believed by Mr. K. Basil to be near 
the hermitage of Matanga, a name which also means an elephant. These 
corroborate Professor Wilson’s opinion. (Vide Constable’s “ Atlas of 
India” 34 Cb).

*
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stayed from Srdvan  to K drtik  July to October) in a neighbour­
ing hill called “ Prasravana'' *  whence

“ Nor is Kishkindhyii's city, gay 
W ith grove and garden, far away.

Thence did the breeze of evening bring

Sw eet  music as the minstrels sing." B. IV. Ch. 27.

* Bhavabhuti places the Prasravana hill near the Goddvari ;
“ fremrsN rrqmtmrefiT fattr-an 1 
ftitx: sat ifNrnrft 11
SI35T#»Ĥ fct fSTO? JfflTTStW ?ire

xtJtfe f;t?T?r wmim-Ptm'?’?!
*■ «: f 9t'WtsiTaî r*ft ns w r  ti
m t3 «T trenz) T’

“ And this mountain, which though far off is beheld, like a garland 
of cloud is the Prasravana where is the river Godavari; on its great sum­
mit was the home of the vulture-king (fatayu , beneath it we dwelled 
happily in those leafy huts, where is the delightsome border of the 
wood in which coo the noisy birds, the dark and graceful trees of which 
are reflected in the water of the Goddvari ! Ah, here is the Panchavaii.”
Mr. Tawney’s translation.

Again; “ Here is the mountain named Prasravana in the middle of the 
forest of Janasthdn, the blackness of which is rendered more intense by 
means of clouds continually appearing, the ravines of which resound with the 
river Goddvari, which expands into a lake in a forest, the borders of which 
being closely planted with a dense array of trees are cool and dark.” Mr 
Tawney’s Translation.

Bhavabhuti graphically notices the change which time wrought in the 
aspect of the country :—

“ HM nw tftn: jfijwfnfwi m  sfktrf 
fa<jr%d jjrTi EwfkrniWTs: 1
*rrNjs- w fm tfirsr  it*?1
faS'-k: »«»it nf?efnfft =rf̂  u”

"Where formerly was the main stream, there now is the sand of the 
rivers ; where once the trees stood in dense array, they now are 
straggling 5 where once straggling, they now are dense; seeing this wood 
after a long time I almost think it some other ; but the position of the 
rocks is unaltered, this confirms my opinion that it is the same." Tawney.

fmrsirffwfst'rfTsifaiigri: ?Psrti: ”

Here are those southern mountains, the peaks of which are blue from 
having their crests adorned with clouds, in the ravines of which the 
waters of the Goddvari make a bubbling sound.” Tasrney.
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From P rasra van a, the M dlyavat (garlanded hill was visible :*

‘See, brother, see," thus Rdma cried,

On M dlyavat's  dark-wodded side,

A  chain of clouds, like lofty hills,

The sk y  with gathering shadow fills.

N in e  months those clouds have borne the load  

Conceived fr o m  sun-beam s as they glow ed 

And, having drunk the seas, give birth,

And drop their offspring  on the earth.

Easy it seems at such a time 

That flight of cloudy stairs to climb 

And, from their summit, safely won,

H an g flow ery w reaths abouj; the sun.”

Rdm. B. IV. Ch. 78.

Sugriva  in his direction to the army sent southwards in search 
of Sit.1, speaks of the follow ing p laces :—

“ T he thousand peaks that Vindhya, shows 

W h e re  every  tree and creeper grow s •

*  Kili  Ddsa thus speaks of the Mdlyavat hill -

T w in  ,
w  wt <r*T«str n Ktffsm'rimsr t-r# Un*' 11

W * * ,  e:, '«t< 1
Bhavabhuti thus describes it :

’snfn faranf »m*r «vtij«rs; 1” etytsjftn 1

"This is that mountain named Mdlyavat, iragrant with the flowers of 
the Ariuna tree, on the top of which a fresh cloud is just settling blue 
and beautiful Mr. Tawney’s translation

The correct name of this hill according to Vdlmiki, Kdli Ddsa, Bhava­
bhuti and all the Sanskrit authors of India is Mdlyavat or in Norn,
singular form Mdlyavdn) and not Malayavat as erroneously
supposed by some of 'the European scholars. The word mdfya (*rm, or 
*»W mdld} means a garland, the significance of which is apparent from 
Vdlmiki’s description of the array of clouds hanging round the top of the 
hill. The d/mfayn range of hills is quite distinct, from the Mdlyavat hill 
and is identified with the southern part of the Western Ghats extending 
along the Malabar (or Malaward) coast. (Dowson).
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W here N arm ada's sweet waters run,
And serpents bask them in the sun :

W here K rishna Vent’s currents flee,*
And sparkles fair Godavari,

Through M ekhal passf and U tkal's  land}
G o where D a sarn a ’s cities stand ;
A v a n ti  seek, of high renown,§

And A bravanti's  glorious town.

Search every hill and brook and cave 

W here D andak’s  woods their branches wave.
Ayom ukh’s woody hill explore 

W hose sides are bright with richest ore,
Then will ye see K dveri’s  stream 

W hose pleasant waters glance and gleam,
And to the lovely banks entice

The sportive maids of Paradise." B. IV. 41.

Then he speaks of the M alaya  hills, after which come Tamra- 
fia rn i  floods|! which flow into the sea.

* River Krishna. f  About the sources of the Sone.

i  0nssa- § These are in Malwa and Rajputana.
]! I his river still bears its name as Tdmbraparni in Tinnevelli the 

southern-most district of the Deccan. This, as well as Krita m&ld and’other 
rivers are said to rise from the Malaya range, according to Vishnu Purina’:

“s *ptich m*rq<af irusi HviftsrsrT:” ft: g:

The name Tamra-parni is also given to a rock 'slid) in that chain of 
hills, whence probably the river derives its name or vice versa :

v f i ’i  ’stfrisf howuM : 1”  wrw' 1

■ , T lle Tdmra-parni flaws into the Sea (Gulf of Manaar) opposite the 
island of Ceylon, and was known for its pearl fishery in ancient time 
K&h Dasa in his Raghu Varasa fCh. IV. St, 50) speaks of the abundance -
ot pearls at the junction of this river with the Sea :

|
“ rrrsranff sftnw
- fwrrsr «rst: «f«?f 1”

It is probable that the Greeks and other western people, who traded 
with Southern India were attracted by the pearl fisheries at the mouth of 
the 7dmraparni and on the opposite coast of Ceylon and designated the 
latter also as Taprobane (Vide note t p 42 )

6
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Kiiii Dasa speaks of the M ain yarn n jv*  as visible in the distant 

horizon from Lankd (Ceylon) : t  *

Look Sitd, look i aw ay to M ala ya ’s  side 

M y  causeway parts the ocean’s foamy tide.

Thus hast thou seen, on some fair autumn night 
W hen heaven is loveliest with its starry light 

From north to south a cloudy pathw ay spread 
Parting the deep dark firmament o'er head.”

Griffith (Raghuvam sa Ch. XIII.)

A yom ikh  is probably a part of the M alaya  range ' rich with 

iron ore ”  and sandal wood :

“  Search well his forests where the breeze 

Blows fragrant from the sandal trees."  B. IV. 41.

* The Malaya hills are situate in the sotdhern part of the Indian Penin­
sula, and include the southern part of the Western Ghats, along the Malabar 
Coast, the Nilgiris, which are the connecting link between the Western and 
Eastern Ghats fMahendra range), the Anamalai, and other elevations, 
extending to Kumarika or Cape Comorin (Vide note p. 37.) Mr.
K. Basu identifies this range with the Mdagiris, on the south-eastern bound­
ary of Mysore, along the bank of the Kaveri. But the term has a wider 
application and was used by different authors to mean the southern hills 
generally. According.to K 41i Dasa, the Malaya region is to the. south of the 
Kaveri (Raghu Vamsa Ch. IV. 45-51.) General Cunningham holds that 
“ in the southern part of the territory, towards the sea coast, stood the 

' mountain named Molaye, os Malaya, which produced sandal wood. The 
country thus described is therefore the southern end of the Peninsula, 
part of which is still called Malay&lam and Malayawara or Malabdr, This 
is called the province Malay Kuta (Mo-lo-kiu-cha of Hwen Thsang) and 
must have included the modern districts of Tanjor and Madura on the east, 
with Cdmbator, Cochin and Travancort, on the west.’*! (Vide note f  p. 43).

t “  In the seventh century of our era, Ceylon was known by the name 
of Se.ng~kia-lo dr Sinhqia, which was said to be derived from the lion-de­
scended Sinhala, whose son Vijaya is fabled to have conquered the island
on the very day of Buddha’s death, in B. C. 543........ Its existence was
first made known to the European world by the expedition of Alexander,
under the name of Taprobane........The true form however would appear
to he Tdmbapanni or red-leaved from the Sanskrit Tdmra-parni. Ptole­
my calls the island Salike (corrupt form of Sinha/aka). Ammianus 
calls it Serendivus, which is the same as the Sidadiba of Kosmas, derived 
from Si/utla-dipa, the Pdli form of Sinhal-dvipa, Abu Rihan gives 
the form of Singal-dib, or Sirindib, which is the Serendib of European 
sailors. From the same source came the Arabic Zilan, and our own 
Ceylon." Cun. Geo. An. India p. 557.
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I hen the range ot M ahendra  hills is mentioned as extending 

'southwards into the sea,

“ And glorious in his golden glow 
Spurns back the waves that beat below.”

Then Lanka is described :

‘ 'O ne hundred leagues in fair extent 
An island  fronts the continent.”  B. IV. 41.

H anum an  crossed this channel, having rested on the isolated 
hill, M dindk  “ which stood above the foamy sea.” T here he met 
Surashd, the mother of the serpents (probably a rocky crag) and 
passed through her jaws, which extending f i f ty  leagues had 

threatened to devour him. Farther on, he passed through the cavern 
of Sinhikd  *  and lighted on Lam ba’s peak,

“ And reached L a n ka ’s splendid town
Which shone on the mountain like a crown.”  •

After Hanumdn brought the news of Sitd’ s captivity in Lankd,
Rdina marched southwards with the whole Vdnar army and passed 
on to the southern extremity of the M ahendra  range :+

“ Thence Dasaratha’s son beheld 
W here billowy ocean rose and swelled.”

* It thus appears that rocks and islets and fordable shoals existed in 
the channel, even at that time. The feat of connecting the gaps to con­
struct a cause-way was not impossible with Sugriva, who had almost all 
the resources of Southern India at his command. (Vide pp. 48 &49J,

t  The Mahendra range so called from Indra, the tutelary god of the 
east, is identified with the Eastern Ghats, which run in a succession of 
ranges from Orissa in a south and westerly direction almost along the 
eastern coast of the Deccan until they lose themselves in the Malaya range 
to which it is Jinked by the Nilgiris and the Palm  hills on the south.
According to Vdlmiki, both l laiuiman and Raina passed on from the 
Malaya to the Mahendra range, on the sea-coast opposite which, on the 
the other side of the channel, was Lanksf. It is thus evident that the 
southern extensions of the Mahendra range, known at present under 
various names such as Kumbhakam-Drug {opposite lake Pulicat), Nagari 
Nose, Jawadi Hills, Kalrayan, Pack m-tlais, Kolla-malais, and Alagar hills 
(near Madura) formed the natural eastern harrier of the Deccan, which 
kept oft the Bay : and that the low irregular tracts which now lie between 
the hills and the Sea, as the deltas of the Fenner (Pinrfkini) the Vellar 
the Coleroon, the Edveriand the Vaigd, were, like Lower Bengal, subsequent 
formations due to alluvial deposits of the rivers and recess of the sea. The

' G0l̂ X
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T he F«w<zr legions mustered strong on the shore of the southern  

sea. Rdtna halted here with his numberless host and thought on* 

the means h o ,v to cross the channel, which separated Lanka  from 

the continent. He thus expressed his  anxiety  to Sugriva, the k ing  

of the Vdnar races :
“  And one great  thought, still ve xin g,  how 

T o  cross the flood, awaits us now.

T h e  broad, deep O cean that denies 

A  passage, stretched before us lies.

Then let us halt and plan the while 

How best to storm the g ia n t ’s isle ."

T h e numerous army stayed on the shore, over-shadowed by trees :

“  T hen from the shore the captains gazed 

On billows which the breezes raised 

T o  fury, as they dashed in foam 

O ’er V a n in ’s realm, the A s u r ’ s home ;

T h e  sea that laughed with foam and danced 
W ith  w aves whereon the sun beam s g lan ced  :

W h e r e  awful serpents swam and showed 

T h eir  fiery crests which flashed and g lo w ed ,

Illumining the depths of the hell,

T h e  prisons w here the demons dwell.

T h e  eye, b ew ildered, sought in vain 

T h e  bounding line of sky  and main.

A lik e  in shade, alike in g lo w  

W e r e  s k y  above and sea below.
T h ere  w ave-like  clouds by clouds w ere  chased,

-  H ere cloud-like billows roared and raced ;

T h en  shone the stars, and many a gem 

T h at lit the waters answ ered them.

channel which separated Lanka from the mainland probably extended 
at that time up to the spurs of the Mahendra range " (Alagar hills) near 
modern Madura, and was 100 jojans (nearly 150 miles) in extent  ̂ and was 
studded with islets and shoals, as described in the Rdmayana. The cause­
way constructed by Rama would thus appear to have been very nearly 
along the lower course of the Vaigd (not mentioned in the Ramtfyana) 
which flows through Rdmnad into the sea, opposite RAmeswaram. T he 
distance between India and Ceylon at present is about 60 miles.
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T h ey  saw the great-souled O cean stirred 

T o  frenzy by the winds, and heard,

Loud as ten thousand drums, thejroar 

O f wild waves dashing on the shore,"

Griffith’s Translation of R am . B. VI. ch, 4.

It so happened that Vibhisana  insulted and disgraced by his 

e ldest brother, R lv a n a ,  for having advised the latter to restore 

Sitd to her husband, and avoid the im pending  war, cam e here 

and obtained R d m a's  protection. He proved his trusted friend 

and sw ore that he would g uide  R d m a’s army

“  T o  storm the c ity  of the foe 

And aid the tyrant’ s o v e rth ro w .”

Valmiki here alludes to the old legend that R a m a ’s ancestors 

had dug  the channels of the O cean in search of the sacrificial horse 

of king Sagar, and gracefully  describes in flights of poetic  fancy 

how Rdma implored the O cean-god to grant him a passage  over 

the channel, and finding his prayer unheeded, threatened him 

in r a g e :

“  Then ris in g  from his bed  of g rass  

1 This d ay , ’ he cried, 'the host shall pass 

Trium phant to the southern shore,

O r O cean’ s self shall be no m ore.’
Thus vo w in g  in his constant breast 

A g a in  he turned him to his rest,

A n d there his eyes in slumber closed,

S ilen t  beside the sea reposed.

T hrice  rose the Day-G od, thrice he set,

T h e  Lord of O cean cam e not y e t .”  B. VI. 21.

T hen Varuna, the god of the sea, is said to have appeared 

before him attended by his two river-queens, Gangd and Sind.hu, *

“  And ev ery  stream and brook renow ned 

In ancient story g ir t  him round.”

He advised R dm a to construct a  bridge over  the channel. 

Underneath this grand im agery, the reader will see the plain fact

* Gangd and Sindku literally mean an ever-flowing river. Vide 
notes (*) p. 19 and (*) p. 54.
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that Rgrna found the sea stormy and boisterous for some days 
after his arrival there and despaired how to cross it, and when it 

calmed down, a mighty bridge was constructed under the guidance 
of the Vdnaf-clueA ,Valat said to have been born of Visw a-Karm d, 
the divine mechanic, for his skill in the celestial art.

“  Uprooted trees to earth thy threw

And to the sea the timber drew.
T h e  stately  palm was bowed and bent,

Asokas  from the ground were rent,

A nd towering sdls  and light bamboos

A n d  trees with flowers of varied hues,
W ith loveliest creepers wreathed and crowned,

Shook, reeled, and fell upon the ground.

W ith  mighty pow er piles of stone
A n d  seated hills were over-thrown :
And ocean with a roar and swell 

Heaved wildy when the mountains fell.

^ l ? !> ^ie groat bridge of wondrous strength 
W a s  built,, a hundred leagues in length.*

R ocks huge as autumn-clouds bound fast
W ith  cordage from the shore were cast,

And fragments of each riven hill,
A n d  trees whose flowers adorned them still.
W ild  was the tumult, loud the din 

A s  ponderous>ocks went thundering in.
E r e  set o f  sun, so toiled each crew,

Ten leagues an d  f o u r  the structure grew  ;

/ T h e  traditions0!f the bridges, are still preserved under the name of 
Em esw ar Shetu-Bandha, and thousands of pilgrims flock there from 
different .parts of India ih e  Europeans have applied to it the name 
of Adam s Bridge. Vide note p. 43.

• “  Th/  teVp\eo{Edmrswar*m  is a huge structure. There is a gigantic
image of Nandi (bullock), in front of the deity. I saw also two other 
huge figures representing Mahodadhi (Bay of Bengal) and Ratndkar or 
abode of pearls (Gulf of Manaar). They typify the confluence of those 
two, waters at M a n u s koti (Thunni kadi) about 16 miles S F  of 
Rimesw/am When the vessel was 36 miles from Ceylon I espied 
the Adam s Peak, the name given to it by the Portuguese. The sunshine 
had made it sparkling and the Peak looked like a temple made of
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The labours of the second day 
Gave twenty more of ready way,

And on the f ifth ,  when sank the sun,
I he whole stupendous work w as done.”

Griffith's Translation of Ram. B. VI. Ch. 22.

g0,d. 1 here is a place called Nekumbhild about 40 miles from Colombo.
It is associated with a jajna  or sacrifice performed by Indraiit. The 
Asoka forest of Rdvana where SM  was kept is still in existence and I was 
told by a Brdhman of Jaffna that there is an image of Sitd, which is still 
worshipped;’ There is a rock in the waters at Point-de-Galle which goes by 
the name of Rdvan-Kotta”. D. N. GanguliV trip to Colombo. Buddhist 
Text Society’s Journal V ol  III. Pt. I. Ap.

‘ I he islands of Rdmeswram and Manaar, and the chain of islets and 
sand banks between them, called Adam's Bridge, appear to be remnants 
ct the natural land connection between the mainland of India and Ceylon 
which existed in some recent geological epoch. There is ho doubt of the 
fact that Ceylon once formed a par.t of the Deccan. The existence in 
Ceylon of Indian elephants. (elepkas Indicus) and other animals and 
vegetables, natural to Southern India, proves the former connection of 
Ceylon to India. If that were not the case, elephants and other land- 
animals, could not have crossed the sea to make the Island of Ceylon 
their habitat. The Eastern Archipelago once formed a part and parcel 
of the continent of Asia. But by -he gradual subsidence of land, from 
volcanic action, to the bottom of the sea, portions of the south and 
sauth eastern Asia got detached from the mainland and became islands.
1 ue separation of Ceylon, and the islands of the Archipelago took place 
I think, at the same geological epoch and by the same cause or causes 
It will appear from a study of the map of Asia that the subsidence took 
place m a latitudinal broad belt almost parallel to the Equator on both 
sides ot it, separating Ceylon, Sumatra, ]&v&, Borneo, Celebes and a host 
of smaller islands from the mainland of Asia. It will also appear that ;
the Malay Peninsula very narrowly escaped complete detachment from this 
volcanic disturbance. _ It will also appear from a study of the Geographi­
cal distribution of animal and vegetable life in the south and south-eastern 
parts ot the Asiatic Continent, and the islands, that most of them have 
got detached from the mainland by subsidence, and that some of them 
on the other hand have sprung up from the bottom of the sea by up’ 
he,aV̂  ' - Vlde Wallaces Malay Archipelago; Island T.ife and Geographi- 
cal Distribution rtf Animals a V ols; Hackel’s History of Creation, e Vols.

1 further think that the islets between Rameswaram and Manaar were 
much more numerous then, than they are at present, and they were separated 
from each other by shoals, which Rama probably filled up with timber !
rocks, and loose earth to form a causeway for the passage of his army 
l he remains of such a temporary and perishable structure could not have 
asted long after Rama s expedition to Ceylon. It would appear also that 

the sea or shoal between Rameswar and Manaar was much more shallow 
than it is at present, and it was interspersed with more numerous
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R am a and Lakshtm n with the arm y led by Vibhisana  and 

Sugriva  then crossed over to Lankd  b y  the cause-way, which 

shook not “ with their countless tread.’’

1( Behind, the V dnar  hosts pursued 

Th eir  march in endless multitude.

Som e skimmed the surface of the wave,

T o  some the air a passage gave.

Amid their ceaseless roar the sound 

O f O c e a n ’s fearful voice was drowned,

A s o ’er the bridge by M ala  planned,

T h e y  hastened on to L an kd ’ s strand."

Griffith’s Translation of Ram . B. VI. Ch. 22.

THE KINGDOM OF KISHKINDHA.

The reader of the Rdm dyana is aw are that B d li  was at that 

time the most powerful k in g  in S outhern  India and ruled over 

numerous tribes, known under the generic  name of Vdnar. T h is  re­

markable word originally meant the “  dwellers of the Vana (forest.)’’ 

or a people “ like n A r a *  (man),1'  a term by which the Indian 

Aryans at first designated themselves. A s  it also meant a monkey, 

the name with its various synonyms such as k a p i  and h a r i  was 

applied to those people as well, and the story of their being mon­

keys was gradually developed.

islets many of which have gone down the sea from subsequent subsi­
dence. It is evident from these geological facts that it was much 
easier for R£ma in his time to fill up the gaps between the numerous, 
islets and rocks to form a causeway than it would now be possible; for 
since his time, further subsidence of the bottom of the sea has undoubted­
ly taken place and has made the sea deeper than before. The shallow sea 
(100 fathom-line) around the'mainland of India and Ceylon, and the 
Malay Archipelago proves that the separation of these islands from the 
mainland took place, geologically speaking, recently, but in so remote a 
period as to cause variations in the species of some of the animals and 
vegetables both in Ceylon and in the islands of the Archipelago.” K, Basil.

* VA-nara is also derived from vd (arr gasrrw) Jike^nara  wt) man The 
word rd-nara as distinguished from nara, was applied to the wild 
people of the South, as the name kin-nara (f¥ +  wt), ugly people, was used 
to designate the hill-tribes of the Morth, specially of the Snowy range.

’ c°‘̂ x\



§ ®  §L
[ 49 ]

The great poet Ktlli D isa  in his Righuvam sa says that the 
Vd -nar chiefs assumed the form of manusya (born of Manu, i. <?., 
Aryan) and entered the city of Ajodhyd  riding on elephants,;(which 
reminded them of their native hillocks of Kishkindha) after 

Rdma’s return from Lanka. It may be'inferred froth this that they 
assumed a more decent took by wearing clothes in the fashion of 
the dwellers of A'rjyd.varta.*

Mr. Griffith is of opinion that there is much inconsistency in the 

passages of the poem in which the V d n a rsy .it  spoken of,‘ which 

seems to jx>int to two widely different legends. T he Vdnars are 
generally represented as semi-divine beings, with preternatural 
powers, living in houses and eating and drinking like men, some­

times as monkeys, living in woods and eating fruit and roots.

The great scholar Gorresio, who translated the Rdmayan i into 
Italian, observes that Sugriva’s story in Book IV paints in vivid 
colour the manners, customs and ideas of the. wild mountain tribes 

which inhabited Kishkindha, or the Southern hills of the Deccan, 

of the people whom the poem calls monkeys, tribes altogether

different in origin and civilization from the Indo-Sanskrit race.
In cantos 37 to 39 (B, IV.), Sugriva is said to have summoned 

all the chiefs who ruled over the V&nar and the kindred races 
from even the heights of the Kaildsa and Himalayan ranges. The 
VAnars flocked in myriads from the A njand, the Vindhya and 

Mahendra ranges, the Eastern  and Western mountains where 

the sun rises and sets, the M andar  hills,t the Pancha shailas% 
the Padmdchala, Mahd shaila, M eru, Dhitm ra G ir i  and M dkd- 

runa mountains. They came not only from the hilly regions 
but from the p la in s, river valleys and sea coasts and islands 
as well :

“ From many a. sea and distant hill,
From rock and river, lake and rill.
Some like the morning sun were bright,
Some like the moon, were silver-white :

*  “assn
t  Vide note § p. 52.

t " The five hilis’' probably refer to the hilly tracts of Magadh 
(Vide p. 13b

7
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These  green  as lotus-fibres, those

W hite-coated  from their native sn ow s.” *

Griffith's Translation.

The reader will notice here the different complexions of the 

various Vdnar  tribes, who hastened to K ishkindha  in response to 

the summons of king Sugriva. T h e  white and light complexions 

of the wild races inhabiting the Himalaya and the connected ranges 

contrast with the brown and sombre and dark complexions of the 

tribes of Central and Southern India and with the yellow-brown 

races of Burm ah, S iam , M ala y P en in su la , and M alay sir- f

According to Mr. Griffith and other authorities, the territories of 

Kishkindha may be identified w i t h  the greater portion oftthe Deccan, 

with, Vidarbha  (Berar) and Dandaka  on the north, jlanasthdn%  

along the upper Godavary, on the north west, and the seas on the 

east,west and the south. T h e y  included the modern Mysore and 

were traversed by the Sajhya^  and D a rd u ra  and M alaya  ran ges

*,

“ Observe the variety of colours which the poem attributes to all these 
inhabitants of the different mountainous regions* some white, others 
yellotv etc., Such different colours were perhaps peculiar and distinctive 
characteristics of these various races.7’ Gorresio.

t The name Malay was evidently imported here by the settlers who 
came from the Tetugu and Malaya country.

t  Janastkdn was the tract which forms a part of Central Bombay 
Division including NAsik  (wherein was Panchavati), Poona, Sat nr a and 
Ivonkan, and also Aurangabad, in which are the caves of Ellora, the city 
of Jlval, who was conquered by Agastya. (Vide pp. 33, 34 notes.) The 
Muia, which flows into the Godavri, south of Ntisik, is probably the Murald 
of Uttara Rtfma Cbarita. The earliest Aryan settlements were probably 
made here. Hence its name Janasthdn (the peopled tract) as distinguished 
from the wilds of Dandaka.

§ According to the Vishnu Purana, the Goddvari, Bhimd  and the 
Krishna rise from the range, Sajhya, northern parts of the Western Ghats :

“ sffteprff trust

t o w Ih t  P  ft :  5: i.
Vide Raj Krishna Ray’s “ Bhtfrat- Kosha,"
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(.he WesternGhals), in , h .  was, and soulh, a„ j  tho 
Mills in the east.

fJaSU hold8 tlldt the river K afiin i (a female monkey) a

and T f ’ Pr0baWy the n3me 0f mother,
and the * « * *  Laksman Tirtka  in Coorg point to this conclusion

ere are .severa! other places, such as Angadipunun  in Malabar,

. . afMf ' u 't 10 North Canara, which corroborate the above

T n, T r u  rhr  name or more correctly was in
a 1 likelihood given latterly to the central tract, from the fact of

k'll r r nR r f W . bl,ffal0)l k ')0VVn aS D undh™'> having been
!<■  L -  n . ' V ,  iI,S b° neS Wh'Ch lay *n the outsk‘ rt of the city of 
Kishkindha, like a hill, were shown to Rdma by Sugriva  : ‘ “*

‘ ‘ Look, prince, before thee white and dry 
I he demon s bones'un-covered lie. "

1 have already shewn that Kishkindha city was probably situated

authorityng<t f T "  °' (p‘ ^  But its |auth „ , ty  extended over almost the whole of Southern India, and

>e Central Provinces traversed by the Rikshavdnf and the Saktim dn

St ‘!‘U ' W er thc wild tdb«  of the Himalayas and the g ast
In Book VI canto 26, of the Ram iyana, Ravana surveyed the 

W - a r m y  encamped in Lankd and his old minister Sdrana d e s­
cribed some of the chiefs among them. The Vdnar chief K nm uda  I

Sf»IT»T fit t)ff

w s w i t o  t«r wrnv: f ' ft fft*  KX ,

theiLJuhr L s 7 ^ h f t / / f )  PT SHi <Pisuni> and Mrvindkya rivers have
hills in Chindwor.th B th.er‘f ore corresponds with the

q (jrhtjt, and Bilaspur in the Central Provinces :
, i f%; 3: t

the Suktirn^n range was the connecting link between

pur, whence theRi/ki-kufyd .and A W , 7‘rivers t S k l T ^ f

r S T , l h e
Sonpur, and also in Sdkti hills in R a^ rb , C m la l  ProvinrS 'lear
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is said to have come from Mount Sanrochana ■, and his authority 
was felt up to the river C om a ti; Swettti clothed in sandal hank 

came from M alaya ; Rambha and his legions from K rishn a giri *

Vindhya, Sudarsan  and . Sajhya 'ranges, Panasa  came from the 
P d r ija tr a  t  mountain in Western Rijputand, and Vinata drank 

from the Vena river.| Sarabha was the ruler of the Salweya range, 

and his tribes were known as Vihdras. D hum ra  and his brother 
Jambavdn  were the kings of the Riksha  tribes, who dwelt on 
Rikshavdn  hills and drank the water of the Narm ada  ( probably 
at its upper course). Pram atha  and his M a ri tribes dwelt on the 
M andar  hi!Is§ south of the Ganges and K esa ri father of Hanumdn  
belonged to M ahd-m eru  or the Golden hill.

T H E  W O R L D  A S  K N O W N  IN R A  M A'YAN K .' TIM ES.

in the Ktshkindhd Kdnda or Book IV of the Rdnicfyana, the 
Vdnar-monarch Sugriva  is described as having sent armies 

to the 4 quarters of the globe in search of Sita  and Havana.
In his instructions to them, he makes mention of several places, 

which may interest the reader, as g iv ing an idea of the Geography' 

of the times, as known to the author of the Rdmdyana. Evidence 

of interpolations is, however, visible here, as in other parts of the 

great epic, and we have therefore to proceed with great caution in 
approaching the subject.

‘ The poem has evidently undergone considerable alteration 
since the time of its first compostion, but still underneath all the * * * §

* The name s probably preserved in Knshnagiri in North Salem.
t  The Veda smriti rises from this range, which includes the Aravail 

hills: “ i’e«fn-fpgp.(i*n rnfruT«it? r̂ q e  1” fw; g; i

t Vend or Veni is supposed by some to be a tributary of the Krishna.
It better corresponds with the Warn or Wain Gangd, both of which flow
into the Wardha, a tributary of the Godaveri, in the Central Provinces. ,

Some editions read Parndsd, instead of Vend. Parndsd is the Binds, 
which flows into the Gulf of Cutch.

§ The Mandar and its connected chain of hills lie in South Bhagalpur,
Sonthal Perganahs, and Hazari Bdgh.

*
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subsequent additions, the original elements are preserved, and care-
fu* criticism might perhaps separate the interpolations and pre-

sent the more genuine parts as a whole by themselves. ... . . F o r  

many ages, it is certain that the work existed only by oral tradi- 
tion, and each rhapsodist added or altered at his pleasure, or to 
su.t the taste or vanity of the princely families whom he served.

........ 8ut when ^ d ian  Pisistratus arose who collected
these separate songs and reduced them to their present shape, the 
genuine and the spurious were alike included, and no Hindu critic 
ever appears to have attempted to discriminate between them.” *

It is quite possible that what we now assert to have existed at 
the tune of the hero and the author of the Ram lyana, who- were 

contemporaries, may turn out to be erroneous, by light of careful 
scrutiny m future. But in a matter like this, internal evidence in 
nie poem itself is of the utmost value, and we must not be led away 

by mere suppositions and surmises, though they may proceed from 

eminent persons, unless we are sure of the grounds, after having 
read the original te x t  of the R 4ma> ana.

T H E  A R M Y  O F  T H E  E A S T .

Su ' " X  r r ' r ,  the ,‘ead ,°f the ^ ^ ' h i e f ,  Vinata, whom 
;  ? o  . instructed to explore the eastern regions, in search of S it i  
and Ravana, and addressed as follows : —

T o  Sa rju  and K a u siki + repair,

Bhagtrath s daughter £ fresh and fair.
Search mighty Jam un's  § peak, explore 
Swift Jam una’s  delightful shore,

Westminster Review. Vol. I. Preface to Griffith’s Ram.
t The river Coosi which flowed east of Mithila, now falls into the 

Ganges Opposite Colgong. Notes (}> p. r4 and (*) p. 20 0t°  £he

z u J J IW GMgCS "  mCant J ft fl0W5 throu8h ‘ he tract east of A'r/yd- )

§ Mount Kalinda, whence, according to commentator, Rrfmdntiia 'I
he river Jumna nsss. The name Kalinda is also applied to the Sun and 

Jumna is called A.ahndi, the daughter of die Sun. The reader of science 
‘f  aHWe of ‘ hf  nf uri> Phenomena of evaporation of the sea by the heat of 
the sm, and the formation of rivers from rains or melted snow. KMi Disa
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Sarasw ati and Sindhu's. *  tide,,

And rapid S a m ’s-f- pebbly side ;
I hen roam afar by M ahi’s bed J 

Where- Kdla M ahi's  groves are spread. R. [V. 40.

Then are mentioned the large tracts inhabited by the 

Brahma-m dim  § Videhas \\ Md/avas^] Kashi-kosalas* *  M dgddkas, 
/ ’undrasf f  and t.lw A vgas;  the grounds native to silk-worms, and 
lands containing mines of silver, and mountains and cities embosom­
ed in the Sea, and the place about the M andar mountain inhabited 

by Karna-prdvaranas, Oshlkakarnakas, the Ghora lohaSMiihhas%%

m bis Raghu Vamsa Ch. XIII. speaks of the numberless rays of the 
sun, impregnated or laden with the water of the sea. (Vide p. 40 above)

*  Some other river than the Indus is probably meant, or there his 
been transposition of the verses from the chapter about the “ Army of the 
West. Sindhu from syanda to drip, means a flowing river and the Amur 
Koshu gives tbe different meanings of this word : a branch of the 1 ,
still hears the name of Sindh or Sindhu, on which Narwar is situate Ther.rr'r'h w~"' '":ch,*-•*-»ous here. The name was applied to several other rivers.

f The river Sone, which is an eastern river. Note § p. 14.
. | This is said to be the river M ahi, which rises in Malwa and folic
into the Gulf of Cambay after a westerly course of 280 miles! Griffith 
1 he mention of this river is out of place here and is probably due to erro­

neous transposihon of the verses. v y ro § **

§ The commentator, Rin.Touja, describes them to be an eastern 
people between the Himalaya and Vindhya chains.

|| Mithili, or modern Tirhoot.
1? People of MaUva.

** Kashi Kosalas are a central nation in Viyu Purina. The Rimivana 
places them in the East. The combination indicates the country between 
Benares and Oudh ...In the Mahi Bhirat, we have o n T Z d K o T a l  
ut the east and another in the south, besides the Prdk Kosalas and 
1 tiara Kosalas m the east and north. Wilson.

tt The mention of the Pundras is open to suspicion. This tribe is said 
to reside ;n Western Bengal Paundra Vardkan of a latcw age is soUg t  

to he identified with Pubna or Gaur in North Bengal.

U  1 he situation described indicate? some; places in the Indian 
.Wchipelago m the Eastern Sta. Some of the wild maritime tr ib i  are 
mentioned here as those “ with ears like cloth ” or “ reaching their lips 
(broad tipped or as “  subsisting on raw fish ”  and so forth. P
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fierre iron faced), and the swift eku-p(t3a'sTone-footed), the K i f ^ n s *  

'Ivwilmg in islands, with stiff h air.tu fts, goM -M etf and fair to 
look upon, subsisting on raw fish , and the fierce Tiger men who

...... 4  K ^ ( s S £ k * “  ^ S $ * X A X . T X " S '  f ;
S S , ' r „ S k" 0 m  in m0d' m tiine *  - « i  S i» ,P3 ' h0e

Prof. Max.Muller in a recent article on Kutho Data near \r„„ ,u u
are P hV i i'f n0t a11, °f the ^ornaments in that part of the world
are Buddhist, but there is more and more evidence comine fanh i ■ i 
shows that Indian civilization had reached S  2  In ' / f t  
ear her, and as yet purely Bribmanic form. There is attratum of customs 
s i  prevalent in Burma!) and Siam which cannot be accounted for except 
as a remnant of the old Brahmanic Sanskdr i. e. domestic institution  ̂

he very names that are given to the kings, the princes and the S i l i t v  
Juniuh and Siam are taken from Sanskrit and not from Pali md the 

same apphes to many of the names of the old towns and rivers ’ T h e r e t  
an ahttndance ot inscriptions both ancient and modern, some of hem In 
ancient Gupta characters, going back to A. D. 4,6 And recordim" k!

° f New l ! asll,; P ulv by Gapala, who had come from t' J  old 
Hastinapnm on the Ganges. There is a Burmese chronicle he 

Mahayazeawm which records the arrival of an Indian feng at Ma J
pura m the sixth century B . C  Here then- is still much to he cLne hv
Gan^tlr i ? 0^ 8’ and U. 13 not impossible-that the history-of the taut?. 
Gangetu, kingdoms may rn time reflect new light on the history and 
chronology of the ancient Gangetic kingdoms of India.”  ̂ ‘

I am indebted to Mr. B e d *  Nath Basu for. the following information 
on the Ancient Hindu kingdoms in the Far Fast ;...  ° n

“-From the recent researches of M.M. Aymonier and Gamier in -Gambo-
1 earn that ti,e re«ion was under Hindu king, in ancient
times and that there are ruins of Hindu temples, towers, sculptures etc 
with inscriptions both in Sanskrit and ancient Khmer, the former language 
of the country. Dr. Rehaisek has an elaborate paper on the subject 
m the Journal of the Anthropological Society oT . Bombay, (Vol/ I 
ftitnvr vvil,cb he desent’es minutely the Hindu ruins of Angkor Wat,
. '" etl' ln '-ainhodia and Ann mi. The same authority mentions that 
t i d i e r  “ S0 ? n,lns in a Ay "tkia (a corruption oi  AjoJhya) in Siam.

Siato A m fo  h T  that| " ?  and Ba,i> but B°rtlons Burmah,
Vambod,a’ , and Annafo also, were Hindu kingdoms in ancient 

■ ,'w, 1 * * * V he rums in Cambodia, Annam and Java speak of the former 
• splendour of these ancient Hindu kingdoms, M. Desire Charnay in his 

-Ancient Cities of the New World, says that the ancient civilization of 
, #*vand G<amhodramdfatiahof the saine origin; and Col. Hamil­
ton .-smith in his Natural History of the Human Species says that the 
ancient religious beliefs, architectural m miwieiits, colossal idols, etc. of 
‘ S '  35 d l , worlds have connecting links in the scattered islands 
to I r r  -and I.aeydiespeak Caucasian reasoning and Caucasian skill 
Loth of the two last authorities are of opinion that the resemblances in
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lived amid the waters. Sugriva then speaks of Javadmpat, with 
seven kingdoms and the islands of Suvarna  and Rupyakaf, throng­
ed by gold m in e r s : beyond the island of Java, is the S isira  

mountain uplifting its head to the sky. Then a red  water-flood 
under the name of Sona  is mentioned.

Sugriva goes on

“ Then °n with rapid feet, and gain 
The islands of the fearful main 
Where tortured by the tempest’s lash 
Against rude rocks the billows dash ■
An Ocean like a sable cloud, f

Whose margent monstrous serpents crowd:

architectural remains, religious belief, etc. in the two ^ 7 7 7 7 7 7 7  7
mere coincidence, something better thanformdousana S  /F " 
descriptions and pictures of Hindu ruins in r-!« * 7 8 1/ lF°i 
Raffle’s History of Java) Vide note p.™ ? ' Slamfonl

*fa va dwifa-T h e island of Java. “ Besides the i7« aa i ■

« *» .h Mr fJn , t e A S U J S S ? 0Z ,I n il  S r " .  °f
attractive to the imagination. They still adlZ 7  u / ,t r7  \  's- thf  most

r f t ’  > “ d in * - & 8 L £ 5 ? 3 w  t J Z t L  S Sdivided into 4 castes, having much of the T  . ,a ,vere
in » , «  K B„».s « I X c ° i u '  f " t d e S e ^  !  ”  r" ‘8“ " t a

isuuuis of this group are Sumatra, Java, Bali, Borneo ^ r u m j  and Celebes!

f< *  i  S f o f  S u  J f i S ? , 7 d r

ns the A W  understood to be o f  the ^ i r f a m i i r  n ^ 65’ kT ' n 
J&Danese heavily charged with Sanskrit loan-words.” *’ a° archaic

K- hasu s “ Hind. Civi. in America.”
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An Ocean rising with a roar*
T o beat upon an iron-shore.

On, onward still ! your feet shall tread
Shores of the sea, whose waves are red. ,V ‘
Huge giants named M andehas there,
In each foul shape they love to wear,
Numbing the soul with terrors chill,

Hang from the summit of the hill." B. IV. 40'.

The M ilk y  S e a , the white mount R ish a b k a ,  lake S u d a r ta n a  are 
then described :

“ On I leave the M ilky  Sea  behind :
Another flood your search shall find,

A waste of waters, wild and drear,
I hat chills each living heart with fear.

detached and broken off from the summit of mount Meru and hurled imn 
the sea by the God of the Wind. This in plain words relfs T a S  
catauysra or cyclone, so frequent in the Tropical regions. It is not impro­
bable that at one time or other of the world’s history, Asia and the last 
group ol islands, including the Indian Archipelago, Australasia and 
l  olynesia (Oceania) and the continent of America were in closer communi­
cation with one another by land, than they are at the present day. (Vida 
PP' * ^ and Tasu s Hind. Civ. in An. America p 47, note).

T ie  reader will see from the above description, that reference 
was probably made here to the vast Ocean with gulfs and bays .studded 
with an infinity of islands, which separates the O ld from  the so  called N e w
foM d’/  f 6an’ ra<r,flc': “ Tl.‘e independent natvre of the three­
fold development of pre-historic art in America and the migration of the 
3 groups of humanity there, prove that the civilization of America was 

.n?r gradual, but was a foriegn element transported 
the.e by the ̂ Hindus, inhabiting the islands of Java and Bali. ..The

°1 a™0n« the paintings of the ancient M exicans is a very
strong evidence towards tins conclusion.” K. Basu’s Hind. Civ. in Am.

n  « lr MLe!nnt qUetel a passage from the pen of Col. Barclay, of the 
U. b. North Pacific Survey Expedition ; "From the result of the most 
accurate scientific observation, it is evident that the voyage from China h>
America can be made without being out of sight of land fo. more than a 
few hours at any time.” Professor Maxmuller in his “ Introduction to the 
Science of Religion observes: “ In their languages, as well as in their 
religions, traces may possibly still be found, of pre-historic migrations of 
men from the I rmutive A sta tic  to the Am erican  continent either across 
the stepping stones of the A  leu tic bridge in the north, or low er south by 
drifting  w ith  favourable w inds from island to island, till the hardy canoe 
was landed or wrecked 0:1 the American coast never to return again to 
the A sla tu  home, from which it had started.” Ibid. s
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1 here see the horse's a w fu l head , *

Wrath-born, that fla m es in O cean’s  bed.
Fast to the N orthern  shore and then,

Beyond the flood three  leagues and ten.
Your wondering glances will behold,

M ount Jdta-rupa  f  bright with gold . ' B. IV. 40.

T hen the abode of the Serpen t-G od A n a n ta  J is spoken of 

and after uPr>ses the golden mount Saum dnasa  • the sun 
having passed by Jam hu Dw ipa  on the north, and arriving at that

n F *  ? ! *  evifentiy refers to the Sub-marine Volcanic fire which so 
lying in ThIe/ v , J f pev  0f thj : Indi:m Archipelago and the groups of islands

According ton legend in the Mah&hdrat, Aurva 
that th r 1 U- des*endants of Bhngu. From his wrath proceeded a flame 
where I  t  " *  destro  ̂ the world. a»d 4 * ™  cast it into the Ocean
n-hich !_ e f i t ' Med co" ceaIed- 11 has the face of a mare (badabi), through
The fire!85""8 and then< Hence its “ B^aWnalff

e Volcanic belt from Sumatra through Tana Bali T nm-Poir
P h i h o S  Tifnor’ Flo[es Sea, Banda Sea,' Moluca Passage to the 
l i o t  t f  tt-8 PS 13 cvi,1ently meant:. Tn speaking of the Volcanic ernn 
n t s V  h ret ° ?  at various times, Mr. Wallace notes e c e S

eruoflon' r h t  X T * " ?  J stand. of Krakaioa ™  blown up Tn a t e S  
Manila ’ hl w Und! 0f ihe exP,osians being heard at Ceylon, New Guinea
large as The ^

R o a tii t t L T u  times round the globe and the f i n e r T a S s
inthe8sky at s u n ^ f o f 15 ° f the atmosphere produced remarkableTolours
the worll l f k-ni?re than t 'vo >’ears afterwards and in all parts ofUie world. Malay Archipelago, p. S, (Mac. Colonial Library). K. Basu

to , h l,c  * « * » * •  of the gold produc.

g enM  >L Wf  arĝ ed .that- as before the deluge, there were S s  on 
times.’ 11 S^tiraosedTw  pe°pIed [ro.m the ^ w°rld in antfdeluvian

h o li t ^ e T T m s e T ih?,nhte)H,'S 5 * «reat SerPent God, who is said to 
s+ori> _tfl, : . ^°°ds and was the symbol of the sky or infinite
been' made t n T p V ^ 5'8?  and planetary systems. Allusion has probably 
oeen made to the region of the Serpents, of whom the Dragon is sym
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summit, again becomes visible to the dwellers of Jam bu-D w ipa ,*
II here are seen those Vdla-Khilya  t  and Vaikkdnasa sages,

“  W ho in their g lory  half divine,
Touched by the morning glow, do shine ;

The light that flashes from that steep 
Illumines all Sudarsan dnip.
The rising sun, the golden hill 
The air with grow ing splendours fill,
T ill flashes from the East the red 
O f morning with the light they shed.
This, where the Sun  begins his state 
Is Earth and H eaven’s most eastern gate.

Griffith’s Trans. B. IV. Ch. 40.

II. T H E  A R M Y  O F  T H E  SO U T H .

This was under the command of Prince A ngad , son of B&Li, 
who had checked Rdvana’s power in the D akhina Patha. The famous

bolic: of China, and the largest species, known as the Boa, abound in the 
tropical parts of America, believed to be the land of the antipodes,ox Araga- 
loka, the country of the serpents. &^«/-worship was known in Ancient 
America as in India, Mr. Squier in his “ Serpent Symbol” observes that 
the idea existed in America. The great century of the Aztecs was encircled 
by a serpent grasping its tail, and the great calendar stone is int wined by 
serpents bearing human heads in their distended jaws. The principal god 
of the Aztecs was Tonac-atl-coatle, which means the Serpent-sun. The 
Mexican Quel zal coatle was represented in the form of a serpent.” K. Basu,

*  Here is an interesting reference to the physical phenomena of the ap­
parent diurnal motion of the sun, which sets in the West (America) and 
reappears again in the East, Jambu Dwipa, the central continent (Asia),
Vide Williams’ Vishnu Parana, II.

t  The Vdla Khilyas— pigmy sages, no bigger than a joint of the 
thumb, 60000 in number, chaste, pious and resplendent as the sun. (Wil­
son’s Vishnu Purana, vide also my Translation of Raghu Vansa, Vol. II, 
p. 136, note.) They are said to surround the chariot of the sun, and move 
along with him and appear to be personification of the numberless rays of 
the sun

1”
fa: gtt; 1

%
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vtinar hero H anum dn, belonged to this legion, and by his in tro  

?- pldUy and indomitable courage pursued his way into Lankd, across 
the stra,ts> and brought the news of Site’s captivity jn that island.

The southern regions are then described. The M alaya  range 
is mentioned, and after it, the Tamraparni river,

u whose isles
Are loved by basking crocodiles.
The sandal woods that fringe her side 
T hose islets and her waters hide ;
While, like an amorous matron, she

Speeds to her own lord the sea.
Where, by A gastya’s high decree 
M ahtndra  planted in the sea *
W ith tinted peaks against the tide 
Rises in solitary pride,
And glorious in his golden glow

Spurns back the waves that beat below.” B. IV. Q». 4!

Then the island j t  U nkd, ruled by R.lvana, is described.
Further to the south, Angdrakd ,

“ A mighty monster stands to keep 
The passage of the southern deep.
Lifting her awful arms on high

She grasps even shadows as they fly.”  B IV  Ch 41

the flow ery Hill, |„ mid sea is' mentioned, 
the farther south are S u r,a v d n  H ill  and V a t e m f j  

peaks and mount K u „ j„ r .  Then Bh,h e ' c i l y o f

H h f i n b h v d  “ ’f  ,'5 t e c ' ibe,i- Bey ° td  i>, is th Hill, inhabited by the fierce R okitas

Here they who merit heaven by worth
Dwell on the confines of the earth.

* Fide pp. 4t, 43, and notes.

* * * * *  # 
frdt T̂ rf

Ŝ'T̂ aJfTT'ISftT (I  ̂ I
(See next page).
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T here stay, beyond it dark and drear 
Lies the departed spirits’ sphere ;
And girt with darkness, far from bliss 

Is J a m a 's  sad metropolis.
S o  far, my lords, o’ er land and sea 

Y our destined course is plain and free.
Beyond your steps you may not set,

W here living things never journeyed yet.”  B. IV. Ch. 41.

f*r w w rfw s iir f ii  11 *« 1 

w r  *T7i?r-5fff%!jpt  ̂Hftfswrfq w w :  1 

stsftel # u  1

MfetTg wwxU  « t*  1) 

jpb* t q«Spft 1

ftffcrafim: dtorg f$?«tsfkra unrw: b ^  1 rmr: f%f«c, »( «1

Translation of a part of this extract has been quoted at p. 41. The 
reader will see in it evidence of a rather clumsy interpolation. The 
passage within (verse 12 , is evidently the work of an unskilled hand 
and inserted in at a much later time to suit the vanity of the compara­
tively modem dynasties of the Andhras, Cholas, Pdndyas and Keralas.
The verses are irregular in metre and do not agree in diction with those 
which precede or follow them.

The Andhras ruled in modern Telingana in Central India. They 
were known as gens Andarae to Pliny. The Andhra-Bhriiya dynasty 
that reigned in Magadh about the beginning of the Christian era, was 
probably founded by an off-shoot of the Andhra family of the South.

The Cholas— A country and kingdom of the south of India about 
Tanjore. The country was called Chola Martdala, whence comes the 
name Coromandal Coast. Dowson.

The Pdndya— This was well known to the Romans, as the kingdom 
of king Pandiem, who is said to have sent ambassadors on two different 
occasions to Augustus Caesar. Its capital was Madura, the Southern 
Mathura. The river Tdmra-parni, known for its pearls, flowed through it.
( Vide Raghuvansa Canto IV,' and note p. 41,) Pdndya seems to have 
fallen under the ascendency of the Chola kings in the seventh or eighth 
century A. D. Dowsen’s Diet, Hind. Myth,

Keralas— People of Malabar proper, on Western Coast. Ibid.
In verse 9, the river Makdnadi is mentioned but some scholars 

have interpreted the word in its adjective sense of ‘ ‘ great river” as 
applied to Krishna Veni or the Krishna. The Narmadi rises front the 
Mekal hills and is therefore called AUkal-kanyi. Vide p. 41.
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THE ARMY OF THE WEST.

Sugriva’s father-in-law, Sushena, was sent to the west, and 
was instructed as follows :

“ Explore Saurdstra's distant plain,
Explore Vdhlika ’s wild domain,
And all the pleasant brooks that flee 
Through mountains to the Western Sea.

# *  *  *

The country's farthest limits reach 
And stand upon the ocean-beach ;.*
There wander through the groves of palm 
Where the soft air is full of balm.
Through grassy dell and dark ravine
Seek Rdvan and the Maithii queen. *
Go visit Soma Girts steep 
Where Sindhu mingles with the deep.t 

*  * * *

There golden-peaked, ablaze with light 
Uprises Pdri-fdtra’s height. %

, ''s A' / i'' i A A A . t- 'd y-A A;A:,! ■ y AVy ■ V ;;. A -i A '';.; A y  /;. ''/A, A A 1' |A;:A' 'i.; A A \XP. A,

* In the Bengal recension Chandra-chitras, Murochipattana, the de­
lightful Jatdpura, Avanti, Angakpa and Alahhita are mentioned. Some 
of the names are evidently modern and the passages appear to be 
interpolation :—

•' SNsrrra fk fW g  ^ i

guffaw#«i wrg? metH* it

wsftors’furre m i T̂-flAetri' *r-i i

rreiRf sr f3»ratf*t n” fluffs: a* i
t This corresponds with the southern spurs of the Great Khirthar 

Range, (Hala mountain) along the Lower Valley of the Indus;—

•j ,,;A .
rrtnq dtoftrfvrf* aiasrrt *r̂ rf«n it” a* i

t This is probably the Soleiman range and is other than the Prfrijafra 
of Western Rajputana. (Vide p. 52, note.)
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W here wild Gandharvas ’̂ fierce and fell 
In bands of countless myriads dwell.
Pluck ye  no fruit within the wood*

Bew are the impious neighbourhood.” B. IV. Ch. 42.

. Mount Va/ra>t mount VarAha,% sunk in the sea, Chakravan 
Hill, whose firm rooted feet beats back the sea, and the golden 
mountain Meru round which the sun shines night and day are then 
described. Sugriva thus concludes :

Thus far the splendid Lord of Day 

Pursues through heaven his ceaseless way,
Shedding on every spot his light,

Then sinks behind mount A sia 's  height.
1 hus far advance ; the sunless sea 

Beyond is all unknown to me. "§ B IV. 42.

t h e  a r m y  o f  t h e  n o r t h .

The ?'Va<srr-chief Satavala  went to search the northern regions 
and was thus addressed by Sugriva

“ Through every land in order go 

R ight on-ward to the H il l  o f  SnoW.||

Search mid the peaks that shine afar 
In woods of Lodh and Deodar.”

,,,*  Thf, reg,on >s known as G&ndh&r and corresponds partly with 
Afghan,sthan known for fruit. The name is half-hidden in Ctfndahir. ■

t Vajra means diamond and thunderbolt.
at ' / r®f Jy°hsfl is placed on mount VarAha ruled by a demon, named 
NaraJta* I his verse and the legend are out of place here, inserted evident­
ly through compiler s error. ArAgJyotish is in the east and is identified with 
Assam and was known m the time of the Mah,f bhirat. Golden Mountain
fBI J>an'a'Sauvarna (all-gold) and Megha are mentioned as situate in the 
»ar west,

§ Ibe reader should .notice here that Valmiki makes mention of a 
few places only, most of which are mountains, in the West and ends 
w,th the poetic and of the setting Sun. This shews that little was knpwn 
at that time of the famed nations of the west, inspite of the great anti-
tlcni' >y ®gypt’ Assyria an)3 Greece, and one might be led to

ink that these nations had not yet risen to power in the time of Valmiki

and t h n S ^ ^ s . C<? mUDiCati0n W3S " ° tyet ° Pened between the™

- - - - - - > -
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Here we find mention of several tribes, such as 

the Mlechhas, *  Pulindas, + Sura-senas, % Prasthalas, § 
Bharatas, |j Madrakas, f  Kambojas, ** the Yavanas, f t

1 ' , A, , ! ,

Mlechhas..a generic term for persons speaking any language but
Sanskrit, from Mtechh (#’*) to speak non-Sanskrit word.

t This term is applied to any wild or barbarous tribe. Pulindas 
are met with m the mountains and forests across Central India, the haunts 
of the and\Gonds. Ptolemy places them along the banks of the
Narmudi (Nerbudda; to the frontiers of Larue, the Lata or M r  of the 
Hindus— khandesh and part of Guzerat. Wilson’s Vishnu Purana.

Sura-mas: a tribe of the J&Jav family, whose capital was at 
Mathura, probably from Sura, grandfather of Krishna. We find in the 
Uttara Kanda of the Ramayana, that Satrughna, Rama’s youngest 
brother killed the demon Javan, and founded the city of Madhura 
(the delightful) or Mathunf on the bank of the Jamuna. Arrian calls this 
tribe the Surasem. they had therefore no existence at the time of the 
Kamayana. (Vide p 9.)

§ The Prasthalas have not been identified. The word probably means 
the dwellers of the Himalayan plateaus or Pnr.stha (t o ), on the Kashmir 
and Tibetan side.

ji It is not understood why the Bharatas are mentioned here. They were 
pre eminently the Aryan race, from whom India is known as Bhdrat-Varsa

“ Bharata was a king and hero from whom the warlike people called 
Bharatas, frequently mentioned in the Rig-Veda were descended The 
name is mixed up with VisTvimitra. - Bbarata’s sons were called Viswd- 
mitras and Viswimitra’s sons were called Bharatas." Dowson Laterly 
the sons of Dhritar&stramt. Pdndu were also called Blwfratas as descended 
from Bharata, Sakuntala's son by Dusmanta.

IT The Madrakas lived in the North West of India in the territory ex- 
tendmg from the B t o  the Chenab (Chandra Bhdga), or as far 
j belam (Vitasta), Sakata is said to have been their capital They 
correspond with the Mardi of the Greeks. Their ’ name came into 
prominence in the time of the Maĥ bhirat. Safya, the king of the Madras 
took up the cause of Durjbdhana in the great war. His sister, Mddri 
was the second wife of Pdndu.

** The Kdmbojas are said to be the people of Arachosia, famous for 
their horses. (Vide p. 5 note).

ft The %vanas-  This word is derived from g + xr to mix' and originally 
meant a mixed tribe. '‘ The name Yavans, or Javans seems to have 
been used rather indefinitely for nations situated beyond Persia country 
of the Pahlavas) to the West. After the time of Alexander the Great 
the Indians as well as the Persians called the Greeks also Yavans ” 
Schlegel,

The favanas probably migrated westwards and spread over Asia 
Minor and Greece in ancient time.

According to Greek history, Ion, king of Helice aided the Athenians 
in mere war against the Eleusinians and defeated them. " The Athenians

■ g°Sn , -
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Sakas* and the Varadas,t jumbled together, without any regard 
to time or place probably by the hand of the compiler, commentator 
or interpolator.

Some of them appear to be non-Aryans in their origin, while 
others belong to the Aryan stock, the passage which contains 
them, like the legend of the fight between Vanstha and Viswd- 
mittra, (inserted in Book I., wherein it is said that the Sakas, 
Yavanas and the other despised tribes issued forth from the body 
of the divine cow of the former and smote down the army of 
the latter) appears evidently to be interpolation of a later age. No­
where else in the long and minutely described narrative of the 
Rdmdyana, do we find mention of most of these tribes, which 
belong to comparatively modern time.

I' ~ ~ “
sensible of his services invited him to come and settle amoru them, and 
the more strongly to shew their attachment to him, they assumed th> 
name lontans." (Vide Lempriere’s Class Diet )

andTmLme?TntneA0f t r q'‘eni !y dn>en ° ut of Ae^ ahls b? Atkaeans 
IV c  M-) r L Ar f ' n0r’ ■6 , / f rS. after the return l>{ the Heradidae,(H C. 1044). 1 beconfederacy of Ionia in Asia-Minor consisting of 12
s ates, among which were Prime, Miletus, Ephesus, Phocia Sa,nos and

Ŝ Z.fSf1 f O T l o " g  ^
. ft is tbus evident that the Javans were originally an Asiatic people who 

migrated from the Last and at length came to be known as the1 Greeks 
under die generic name of lonians. eeKS
. * The Sakas.— VhQy were, according to Schlegel,nomad tribes inhabit
mg Central Asm, the Scythes of the Greeks. They were a remarkable 
people who overran and extended over Northern Asia and Europe

a J ,  ™ S l l S V i  r l ' ™  ” pon ,he provinces^. sia es) eually B. C. 624 when they remained in possession, o f Asia Minor
f° r a /.CarS’ r aDd We j nd tbem at different periods extending their 
conquc ts m Europe and penetrating as far as Egypt, Lempriere

I hese people, the Sakas and Sacae of classical writers the Tndn- 
Scythians of Ptolemy, extended along the west of India from ’the Hindu

‘ f r ;  " ik“ ; t ,»? t a W u M f t :h L  t i territories of India, and were thus known as Indo Scv- 
thians. They were encountered and kept back by king Vikramdditva

? e Victorci£y’ ’ known as Sakdri, the Vanquisher 
%  S! *as' m. ‘he first century before Christ. Their progress was further 

i t V i“ p0fking Stflivihana, whence the Sakdvdl
, tpY 'j)   ̂ s .̂rtec  ̂ (Cunningham and Dawson).

;d f 11® V, Z an S~d Tbf  Bengal rccension has Daradas instead. They are 
V „  ‘ ° be the Darf s> whose name is stiff retained in modern Durdistan

to IndkC C0UfSe °ft IndUS’ abOVC the Himalayas. before it descends
Griffith.

9
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Then passing Sony's hermitage the Ytlnars would reach K d la .

.judarsana, and Deva SaklUt Mountains.* Then Sugriva 
proceeds: -

“ A dreary land you then will see 
Without a hill, or brook or tree,
A hundred leagues, bare, wild and dread 
In lifeless desolation, spread, t 
Pursue your onward way, and haste 
Through the dire horrors of the waste,
Until triumphant with delight
You reach ■ flaildsa’sf glittering height.
There stands a palace decked with gold,
For King Kuvera wrought of old." G.

B. IV. Ch. 43.

I he Krauncha (or Curlew’s Hill ) is then described, where 
Maharshis are said to dwell. There is the tree-less Mdnasa lake 
the abode of birds and water-fowls, the scene of Kama’s austerities.

, * These h»lls are difficult to identify, Kdla means black, .$udarsana 
tair to see, and Deva-sakhd, friend of the gods.

t This evidently refers to the great desert of Gobi or Shamoo in 
Chinese fartary, North of Tibet, which is Himavat proper. The text is—

tra; «it*{ qsfa usrprfSf «

uuT twtyr um uffutgu; 1

Wit ufawtdFWf 11

?wf?r»»»r sradfstsi 1

TfJ US'TWfTT iffrrpw !

w *  vra 1% ud flfTuu 11” f=Rf%: ** w. 1

s- } . . f t  'TOflhtafo believed to be the abode of Siva, the tutelary
uod of the Snowy Range of Central Asia, and of'tire Wealth-God-Kuvera 
"SI*? we north of the Himalayas. It. would appear to correspond 
7  “ e, Kunlun range, which extends northwards and connects with 
t e Altai chain, t he route indicated must have been by the south skirts 
ot the desert, towards the west, to pass by the Katlha range.

S;|;yi'.\. v '■ • - .v .■ . , ■ .̂:* -■  /,..,y';;i;I:i . :i
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Beyond Krauncha Hill is the Main<ik Range, *  an extension 
of the Himalayas, probably the Altai chain, with its plains, 
plateaus and woods, inhabited by Kinnaras whose faces resemble 
those of horses. I'he Sailoda rivers (hill streams) are described, 
beyond which is the realm of Uttara Kuru,

“ Where the golden lands of lilies gleam 
Resplendent on the silver stream !

*  *  *

H . Still on your forward journey keep,
® And rest you on the Northern deep,

Where springing from the billows high 
Mount Soma Girt seeks the sky,
And lightens with perpetual glow 
The sunless realm that lies below.f 

* * *

* The original text is given below :

firfvwfw«i *rm q^a:

era raw d  i faf^r; ss, w. i

t Here we have a glimpse of the Arctic regions with the Aurora Borealis, 
to the north of the Uttara Kuru realms. The original text is :

“ cfflfamRT vrshsf fi*: qqeifafsr: i 

cps? *T«f VfTT̂  «

a  g far! fqayffsfq «rei qqrnt'q i

friqftq n

*r f f  vrRffrrft *rf*r fqramfq p a ;  i

WKfhH IWC II

qmqwm: sW  qm-qipqr: i

 ̂3fT*rlfr«a: h s^: i

“ The Uttara Kurus, it should be remembered, may have been a j
real people, as they rre mentioned in the Aitareya Brahmana V III,
14..,.Wherefore the several nations who dwell in this northern quarter, 
beyond the Himavat, the Uttara Kurus and the Uttara Madras, are 
consecrated to glorious dominion and people term them glorious.” Muir’s •
Sanskrit Texts Vol. I.
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----  Then turn, O  Vdnars, search no more

Nor tem pt the sunless boundless shore.”

. . .Griffith’s Translation.

Professor Lassen remarks : “  At the furthest accessible extremity of the
earth appears Hari. VarsM  with the Northern Kurus...... The UMara Kurus
were formerly quite independent of the mythical system of dviflas, though 

- they were included in it, tit an early date. That the conception of the 
-Uttara Kurus is based upon an actual country and not on mere invention 
is proved (i) by the, way in which they are mentioned it! the Vedas: {2) 
by the existence of Uttara Kuril in historical times as a real country and 
(3) by the way in which the legend makes mention of that region, as the 
home of primitive customs., Ptolemy speaks of a mountain, a people and 
;a, city called Oiioro-korrd. It is a part o f the country which he calls 
Serica. According to Lassen’s view the Ottoro-korra of Ptolemy must he 
sought for to the east of Kashgar.”

Considering the description given in the Rhn;£yana the realm of 
Uttar;’ Kurus (North Kurus) appears to be the indefinite semi-mythic 
tract, which extends from the Kailasa range and the great desert of 
Mongolia, on.ihe east and solith, to the Arctic Ocean on the north, It 
probably included the countries now known as Mongolia. China, and 
Siberia. This unexplored region was believed to be resided by Siddha 
Purhskas and demi-gods, such as the Yakshas, and Kinna-ragr Its des­
cription in the Ramiyarm is necessarily of a mythic nature-, It is to be 
noted here that the name China does not appear in the Rim iyana, 'and 
it is incredible that the part of that region lying almost co-terminous!y 
with the Himavat country (Tibet) was altogether unknown at that time.
The mention of the name China is found in the Maba Bharat, where king 
Bhaga Datta of Pr4g- Jyotish (Assam) is said to have resisted Bhiraa 
with a large army composed of the Chinese, Kiratas and the maritime tribes 
of the east

fortran sflnsj srar:

3 WiKTiqanfflfq;” mv. !

jjf -  ̂ .
| ' ' ; '

’ G°‘v \  ■

' V - .
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A P P E N D I X  I .

T he RAmayana as: a H istory,

Signor Gorresio in the Preface to the loth volume of his Rira^yana 
has ably proved the historical basis o f that work, and has refuted the 
opinion of Professor Weber who held that the story of Ritna and Slti 
(horn of the furrow) was a pure allegory, representing agriculture intro­
duced to the southern regions of India by the rircp. of the KosaJas and that 
of father P, S. Bartolommeo who considered that the exploit of Rim a 
was a symbol and represented the course of the sun. “ Such ideas bom 
at a time when Indo-Sanskrit antiquities were enveloped in darkness 
have been dissipated by the light of new studies. They are as ingeni­
ous as the idea of the annonymous writer, who, in order to prove how 
easily we may pass beyond the truth in our wish to seek and find allegory 
everywhere, undertook with keen ’ sublety to prove that the great perso­
nality of Napoleon I. was altogether allegorical and represented the sun ; 
Napoleon was born in an-island; his course was from west to east, his 
twelve marshals were the 12 signs of Zodiac, &c.” I quote the following : : 
from Gorresio’s learned preface printed in the notes to Griffith’s Rdmdyana. 
“ Towards the southern extremity and in the island of Lanki (Ceylon) 
there existed undoubtedly a black and ferocious race, averse to the 
Aryans and hostile to their mode of worship : their ramifications extended 
through the Islands of the Archipelago, and some traces of them remain
in Java to this d ay ;............... The Sanskrit Indians certainly altered in
their traditions the real character of this race: they attributed to it 
physical and moral qualities not found in human nature} they trans­
formed it into a race of giants, they represented it as monstrous, hideous, 
truculent, changing forms at will, blood-thirsty and ravenous, just a s , 
the Semites represented the races that opposed them as impious, horrible 
and of monstrous size. But notwithstanding those mythical exaggera­
tions, which are partly due to the genius of the Aryans so prone to 
magnify everything without measure, the Rinrufyana in the course of its 
epic narrations has still preserved and noted here and there some traits 
and peculiarities of the race which reveal its true character. It represents 
the jRAkshasas as black of hue, and compares them with black clouds and 
masses of black collyriutn; *it attributes to them curly woolly hair and 
thick Ups, it depicts them as loaded with chains, collars and girdles of

ff-\ e  f f  . a
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gold, and the other bright ornaments which their race has always loved 
and in which the kindred races of the Soudan still delight. Such is 
the Mkshasa race as represented in the lUoiayana and the war of the 
Aryan Rdtna forms the subject of the epic, a subject certainly real and 
historical as far as regards its substance, but greatly exaggerated by the 

ancient myths.’'
Dr. John Fraser H .  t>, writes in the Polynesian Journal, Vol. IV, 

December 1895, as follows:
“ Further, the earliest population of Ceylon was Dravidian* anu pre- 

Aryan, and a considerable proportion of it is so still - of the same race 
as the dark-coloured people who now occupy most of the Indian coun­
tries south of the Viudhya Mountains, and especially on the Coromandel 

f and Malabar Coasts, from which many immigrants must have originally
come to Ceylon. In the forests of this island are the Veddabs, a still 
earlier black race, rude and untamed, who are thought to be akin to the 

blacks of Australia The Dravidian tribes of the Deccan and southern 
India are descended from that black race which occupied the whole 
of India before the Aryans came in and some ethnologists believe 
that portions of that black race were, by the Aryan invasion of India, 
driven onwards into the Eastern Peninsula, Indonesia, and Oceania, and 
that the Melanesians near our shores are their modern representatives....
..The tide of migration flowing, >n the one band, to the east and 

| south-east from India into Further India and what is now called the
Malay Archipelago; and, on the other, from India and Ceylon west and 
South-west into the Maldives and onwards into Madagascar, where the 
reigning language is well known to be a branch of the so-called Malayo- 
Polynesian family. Southern India would thus be the apex of a 
triangle representing by two of its sides the south-eastern, and south­
western direction of the same mixture of Pali and Dravidian dialects.
It seems to me very difficult in any other way than this to account for 
the presence of a language in Madagascar, not far from the coast of 
Africa, which is clearly much the same as that of Samoa m the middle 
of the South Seas— 120 degrees of longitude apart.’ ' (Vide pp. 5°. 55- 5<h 

57, notes.)

A P P E N D I X  I I

Dharmaranya— Opinions differ as to its situation. According to K&li 

Ddsa, the hermitage of the sage Kanwa was on the bank of the M ahni

* The name “  Dravida" was applied to the tract at a later time. Vide App. HI.
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river, which is supposed to be the modern Chuka, western tributary of 
the Saraju. (Vide p. 26):

“tW urer qrtsgxro

1”  a ir: \ nr: 1
King Dusmanta after his arrival there replied to the query of Anasuysf 

that he had come to that DbarnHranya to see that the sages were 
undisturbed in the performance of their duties:

“ twftt n: i f r t v  Km

KftsatHhrafmf!rrei’wro w4iTt«gfn^*rrara: in

It woulii thus appear that Dharmiranya was a sub Himalayan 
forest between Panchala and North Kosaia and corresponds partly with 
the Naimisdranya of the Mahibhdrat. It is not in Magadh, as supposed 
by some. Vide p. 12,

A P P E N D I X  I I I .

The state of Drdvida, appears to have no existence at the time of 
the Rim^yana. Its name has crept in only once in the Bengal recension, 
evidently through error in the reading of the Mss. In Chapter 13 B. I, 
we find the word (PMchina) Or the Eastern countries spoken of 
in contrast to Sindhu Sauvira, the western regions, thus:

f%3j atIIkut yt|Nr‘«tfa tfifS’frsr 
$TfiwTwi|| 1”

But in Ch. to B. II. we find the name ?rfT« (Dravidaj substituted for 
vrfbr (Prichina in a similar passage where the eastern and western 
countries were meant to be described :—

ifrf&ft: f w  Btltri: iftpsi trat 1”

In both the above slokas, the Southern countries are separately men­
tioned as Saurdstra and Ddkshindlya or Dakshindpatha. So the insertion 
of Drivida as a southern country along with Dakshindpatha in the 2nd 
sloka. is out of place, and was a mistake for PrdcMna.

The mention of Kdnchipuram (modern Conjevaram) the famous 
capital of Drivida, is nowhere to be found in the Rdm^yana. (Vide 
pp. 60 and 61).

A P P E N D I X  I V .

1 he Sapia Sindhus <v Sapid nudtsS 11 T'fae seven rivers arc spoken of 
in the Vedas and have been widely known and somewhat differently
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applied.’’ “ The term was apparently known to the Romans in the 
days of Augustus for Virgil says—

Ceu septan surgens sedatis atnnibus altus
Per taciturn Ganges. Hinied, ix. 30.

“ Like Ganges with her seven calm streams proudly rising through the silence ”
They appear in Zend a; the Hopiaheande. and the early Muhammadan 

travellers have translated the term. But there SabdSin ‘ seven rivers’, 
according to Birunf, applies to the rivers which flow northwards from 
the, mountains of the Hindukoh, and uniting near Turmuz form the 
river of Balkh (the Oms).

In the Rgmrfyana the seven rivers are the seven streams '’-into which 
Oangu (the Overflowing) divided after issuing from the snow-clad peaks 
of the Himalayas. It .is known to the reader of modern Geography that 
four mighty rivers took their rise from the central Himalayan range viz. 
the Brahmaputra which flows easterly, the Indus or Sindhu proper, 'which 
runs to the west and south, the Ganges {Gangd proper) which flows 

south-wards, down the plains of Arjydvarta, and the Ouis, which takes a 
north-westerly course, beyond Kashmir and the Punjab. The Brahma- 
Putra is; identifiable with the Nalini (Lotus-clad) and the X ,  with the 
Sku-chakshu (the fair-ey ed). T h e word :^ r (ckahhus) ,md lts f0ln) ^

0 1 ^  (akshi, aksha means an eve. The A sikni is one of the seven 
rivers mentioned in the R ig veda and is akin t0 the worfI ^  ^

o tto  the r h - ’ !h eeye; antl i( is a question whether it refers to the 
V  b ! ’ the Indus. The other three rivers the
Ja v a ;, fP unlkr) W ddini (Delightful and S lid  Fair-watered) have not ye 
been identified. .'Vide pp. i M 9 ,ao and . *  notes; and also Dowson (

A P P E N D I X  V .

. An i,UerCStl'ng account of tbe effects o f the silting up 0f  the Indus 
is given in a recent article in the J e s te r . The wrfler states to

the present tract of alluvial country extending from to m  f
in the PuniM ir. i Y g  1 the Bhangat landsn enc i unjar./ to Ivetty Bunder at the month nf r i ,
j t a M d  from tbc « .  by dep„sits ,m  th„  tiv„
of redamat,,,,, ,s Mill going on,” calcul„ cs tha,

bably are equal in amount to those of the, n  f°
> »  m  , h „ « -  ' ” gcs', T * " * w l , i c h »
feer r.j 1 es rom mouth it Carries 577 cubic

>0 .ho 6 0 ;
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Page. Page.
Abravanti ... ... 4t Ayomukh ... 41,42
Agneya R. ................  22 Ayom uMi ... ,.. 36
Agasiya* ... ... 11 Azteca 58,■ so (note)
Ailadhan ................ 22 f  '
A ja  ... ... 11 ®*
Ajatsatni ... ... 13 Bidabrinala, (volcanic fire) „ 58
Ajodhya t S i k e t a ) .............. . 4 Bawaswata Manu ... 2
J a2 ‘pal  . . -  35 i?i// ... 9l 4S
Assbay Bata fret. 1, 28 Bali (Island) S6> 57 (note)

R..............................22 ... 24,2s
A'akshua ................ 62 ................ , i
‘ tai , ai? 67 Bengal 9, 21, 72, App. V.
4mtirtarajas .............. , 12 Bhagiratha ... io, 16
America ... 57,59(note) Bh&girathi ... 16, 20
Anasuya 30 1 Bbaga Datta ... 68 (note)
Am-mia (Serpent god) 58 notes Bharadvaja ... ... 28
Andhras ...61 and note Bharatas' ... 64 & note
A.nK'1 , ” • 5- 6*7  Bharunda ................ 22
* •" 69 BhogavaH- ... ... 60
Angalepa   62 Brakm&datta ... ... 14.
Angaraka ................  60 Brahmamalas ................ 34

......................... 49 Brahmaputra ... 2 0 ,2 1,72
Ajmtdhana   23 Brahm&varta ... ... 2
Aparparvat ... ... 2 s
Aparta! .............. . 2 4  C*
Arjun, K&rtavirjya Pref. iv, 6, 9 Candahar ... 63 (note)

... (note) Ceylon 41,43, 6o, 69, 70
A j j m  ... 2,3 (note) Chakra ... ... 12
A  r/ydvarta    3 Chakravin ... ... 63
Aryans (their original home. Chaitraratha ................ 22
. -  2 (note) Champa (Bhagalpur) ... 6

Arrarat Mt. ... 2 .note) Chandrachitras ... 62
Arctic regions ... 67 (note) Chitrakuta ... 28, 29, 31
^ Ssa“? ••• >, Cholas ...61 and note
Assyria ... 63 (note) China 59,68 (note)
Asia ................ 63
Aw apati ... ... 22
Athenians ...64, 65(note) Dahshinapatha ... 31, 39, 71
A tri ... ... 30 Dakshinatya ... ... Jt
Aurora Borealis ... 67 (no.te) Dandakdranya 9 ,3 0 ,3 2 ,4 s
AurVa ... 58 (note) Daradas ... 65 (note)
Australia ... 57,’ 58, 70 JDardura ... ... 30
Avanti ' ... 41,6 2  Dasirna ... ... 4 i **

** Tkoss in italics belong to the Valmikian age, so far as pur present knowledge



Page. Page,
Deva-Sakhjf, Mt. ... 66 Jama (Yama) ... ... 61
Dkarmdranya 12, 70 (App. Jdmbavan ................ 52
Dharmavardhan ...............  23 JambudmJ 59, 58 (note)
JDkumra ... ... 52 /ambuprastha ... ... 23
Dkumragm  ...............  49 Jamund ................ 23
Dragon ... 58 (note) Janakpur ... ... 15
Dravncla 70, 71 (App.) fam sthdn  9, 34, 35, 36, 50 (note)
D ruadvalt (Caggar) ... 2 Jatisandba ................  12
Dushan ... ... 33 jatarupa ... 58 (note)

£i jatipur   62
Java 56, 57, 58 (note)

Egypt ... 63 (note) Javanas (Yavan) 64, 65 (note)
Ekasala ... . 2 3  , ,
Ellora (caves) .................  50

Kailasa ... 66
K&kutstka   3
Rala Mahi ... ... 54

Gidhipur (Gazipur) K ,li (K.linflri) .................  8

::: 6 ,7 „o .e “ R - * s j o » * >
Gang* 10, 16, 19, 45, 72 -  23- 24, 6°
Gam ... . 2 1  i ama ................5,6
Girivraja (in Magadha) ... 12 K lL b o ia *  ................ e 64
Girvvm^i (Punjab)to,22,23,24 25 14! «
Gobi idesert) ... 66 note) , r A . J*'
M t a n - J .  . . . 3 4 , 3 6 , 4 .  S S P° '“ ( J } ? ;

« - = e , G TOk . 63, h  | $ £ kUb)a (K “ ° " !) I ; ) ?
G“fc ............  ... 4;

H, Karusha ... ... 10
Kashi (Benares) ................7,54

Hanumdn 37, 60 passim Kashgar ... 68 (note)
Hari varsha ... 68 (note) Kausdmbi ................  12
Hasiipristha'k ................ 23 K ausiki (Coosi R ) ... 14 2 0 2 1
Himavat (country)]... 66,67, 68, Kavandha ... ... 36

(notes) KAveri R ... ... 41
Hiranyavaha (Erannoboas Kekaya ................ 22

orSoneR ) ... t i ,  t3 Kerala ... 61 (note)
H lddini R. ... 17 ,2 0 ,7 2  Khara ... ... 34

£ Kinnara 48, 67, 68 (note)
Kiratas 55, 68 (note)

Jhhum ati R. ... 24,235 Kirthar range ... 62 (note)
Jkshvdku ... ... 3 Kiunlun range ... 66 (note)
Jlval ... 33, 50 Kishkindhya. ...9,38, 48,51
Indo-Scythians ... 65 (note) Kohalgram (Colgong) ... 20
Indus 5, 17, 20, 62, 72 Kosaia (Oudh) ................7, 27
lonians 64,65 (note) Krauncha Mt. ... ... 66

I Krauncha forest ... ... 36
■ Krishna-giri ................ 52

Jahnugriha (Jahangira) ... 20 Krishna veni . . .4 1 ,6 1  note
Jihn a vi ... 14, 20 Kumuda ... ... 5

L 7 4  .1
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i. age. r Page
Kundinapura 1 ..............  JX Mefcal ; ' 6 l (noS
Kunjar ...............  6o Mery . * | |  '  J

::: ::: JJ - ^ < * « ^ > » .  s* *■  ;5
...............  ’ Mietjjhas • ... "  64

S f T  ..............• 12 .•'Mongolia ... 68 (note)
Kusamba ...............  13 Murachipattun .............. . 6 a
■ Kusa-nabha ...............  ta MuraM ' m
Kustimapura • • 13 > J
Kutikoshtika R. ... 23,25 . " m
.Kuvera ... 55

N4ga lota ... 59 (note)
Naimisifranya ... ~ ... 71

Lakshman 11 oassim dVala ... ... 4 6
Samba .*  Ncilini 17, 20 (note) 29, 72

(Ceylon) 42 note 43,60,69 Nandigram ... ... 30
Lavan 23,24,64(0016) , *" 5°  (notes)
Lohitya Nishadas • ... ... 27
Lomap&da ...............  r Nishtikas ................ 60

5 Noah. .. • ' ... ... 2
M. .

.0
Madagascar .............. . 70 n _h- „ c
M ,d h ™ ( Ma ,h „a )  6_...9,64  O a s  R ~  1

Madhya-desha . . . . . .  3 p
Madrakas ... ... 64
M idri ... .... 64 Padmdchala ... ... 49
Magadka (South Behar) . . .7 ,1 3  Pahlavas ... 64 (note)
Maha nadi ... 61 (note) Pampa R  * ... 3 1 ,3 7 ,3 8
MaMruna ... ... 45 Panchdla • .... 14, 24
MaMsaila ... ... 49 Pancha satlas ... 13, 49
Mahendra hills 43 (note) 49, 60 /Ja»r/m/0*'(Nasik)33 (note) 34.50
Mahcsakas ... ... 60 Pandyas ... 61 (note)
Mahi ................ 54 Pandion ................ 61
Mahisraati ... ... 6, 9 Parasw Rama . 6
Mahodaya ... ... 12 Pdrijdtra 52 (note) 62
Mainak , ..............  43 Parnisa R. ... 52 (note)
Mainik range ................ 67 P&rvaii ................ 19
M alaja{ Arrah) .............. . 10 Pataliputra ... ... 13
Malaya 38,40,41,42,60 (note) 54 Pdvani ... 17 ,2 0 ,72
MiUini R. ... 24,26,70 Payosni ... ... 29
Mdlyavdn ... ... 4 Prichi, Pracbina (Prisii) 13, 7*
M&nasa Lake .............. . 66 Prigjyotish 63, 68 (note)
Mdndakarni ... ... 32 Prdgvat ... ... 23
Mand&Mni R  ... 29,30,31 Pralamba ... 24,26
Mandar hills 49, 52 (note) 54 Prasravana ................ 39
Mandekas ... ... 57 Prasthala ... ... r
Mdricka ... 1 1 , 35 Praya'g (Allahabad) ... aJ
Matanga ................ 38 Pulindas ... ’ J
Matsya (Jaypur) ... ,..7,60 Pundra ... 2\ I 4
.Megha ... ... 63 Pushpitaka ... !



Page. Page

H. Siberia ... 68 (note)

RJiariha 3 SMvaha R ..............  22
Raimehal 7  2 J Stndhu (Indus) 5. »7, 20, 45, 54,
Rakshasas *69 7o'(‘App,) sinM M  *»• JJ
A Pref & Passim c - • L;.,. ;?
Rdmagiri ... 32 note ^  R ” ■ £
Rambha ... ... «ja K ‘ ••• *7. -?o, 72
Rameswar Shetu Bandha, 46 7 ,*. „  "* passim

;n7 p., , ,  Soleiman Range ... 62 (note)
Ritvana Pref ii, 9, paifm  6* (note) & 67
« * . « ,  cm..) ' *  lS7, 6o g g  *■  * 6' f «

::: ,37’ ^  .̂
Rohitas Co -  -  23
Rupyaka Su-chakshu R (Oxus) 71, 20, 72

Suaama 22, 24
g. Sudarsan (lake) ... ... 57

Sudarsan (Island)............... 59
... 15, 22 Sudarsan Mt......................... 66

Sailoda R  ............. . 67 Sugriva 37 52, passim
50 (note) C2 Sumantra ................ 27

Sakas 65 (note) Su-m£gadhi .............. . 13
Sakdri ... ...........  Sumati ... ... 14
Sakdvda ... ’ ’ Stmda ... ... jo
Saktiman ...............” Surasena ..............  64
Salivahana ... c* (note) Surashd   41
S&lmali ... 4  Surjyavan   60
Salya ... 64 (note) Sutikshna ... 32, 33
Salyakarsan ..............  22 Suvdhu ............. . n
Samathata ... ’ ’ 21 Sweta ............... 5 a
Sanh&sya (Sankissa) ... §
Sanrochan ... . ' , 5 2  ’ * '
Sc nJ f  o- , ••• -  S Tddakd ............. , 1 0
Sapta Stndhu ... 1 7 , 7 1 , 7 3  Tamasti R (Tons) ... 26
Sarabha ... ... 5,  Tdmralipti (Tumiook) ... at
Saradanfy R ..............  24 Tdmrafarni 41, 6o, 61 (note)
Saraju (Ghagra). ... 4, I0 Taprobane ... ... A
Surat,a ... ... 5J Tibet 66, 68 (note)
Saraswati R (Sarsooti) ...3.23 Trisird 24
Saravangu ... ... , ,  0
Sarva Sauvarna ... ..." 5 , t/.
Sarvatirtha "  . .. .  . . . . . .
Satadm (Sutlej) IS uJi a>7m (0jien) -  6S (note)
Saiavala ... „ £ al ...............  4 *
Safrughna g  -  23» *5
. W t o  (Surat) ... 1%  Uttara-Kuru 6 7 ,63, (note)
Sauvira (Sofir or Op'hir) .’ 7> 3 V,

In te rn s  ...........  jg  B M t l W l l )  ............... 5,61

Shetu-Bandha (Rama's Bridge) m S L m  “  “  g
43. 46 (note) Vajra ... ... 53
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Vdhmki ... 28 passsim Vidarbka ... u ,  50, 60
Vdnar ... 48 note) Videha ... 15, 54
Vanayu ... ... 5 Vikramiditya ... 65 (riote)
Vangijt (Bengal ... 9 , 2 1 , 7 3  Vinata .. ... 33
Varadas ... 65 (note) Vmdkya 9 .1 7 .3 0 ,3 3 ,4 0
VarAha ... ... 63 Fipdsn'K (Beas ................ 26
Varuna ... ... 45 Viradha ... ... 30
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Varutha ... ... 23 Vir-matsya ... ... 33
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V&tdpi ................ 33 -Viswdmitra-' . ... 10 passim
Vatsa ... ... 27 - '
Vatsrfraja ................ 12 y
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Vena R ... 52 (note) Yavanas 64,63 (note)
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OTHER WORKS BY THE SAME AUTHOR.

i

( S|sr%«t5?? wf1?, <sr . <& T N ta l *tw  srp u R  i )

RAGHU VAMSA.
(IN BENGALI VERSE.)

C O M P L E T E  IN 3  P A R T S .  P R I C E  Rs.  2

W. Z1. G riffith E sq ., M .A ., C .J .E ., tra n sla tor  o f  the E d m d ya n a , 
w r ite s ;—

“ I am sure that your work will be welcomed by all who read it 
as a most valuable addition to Bengali poetic literature.”

The Hon’ble Goorod Das Banerjee, Judge of High Court, 
observed:— “ . . . . . . . . . 1  find that the translation is as faithful to the
original as it is elegant and mellifluous.”—  x^th J a n u a ry , 1895.

Professor Krishna Kamal Bhattdchdrje, writes;— ‘ I fully agree 
with the very favourable and eulogistic criticism that has been justly 
and deservedly elicited by your translation in every quarter. Your 
attempt to exhibit Kali Das in the garb of Bengali verse does credit 
to you, and must be pronounced successful. Translations in Bengali 
verse are generally unreadable: they are either unfaithful or crabbed 
in language. You have steered clear of both the danger? and have 
presented to the Bengali literature an excellent book of verse— of good, 
choice, readable and pleasing verse. This is a feat worthy of praise.”

Mr. Satyendra Nath Tagore, C.S., Bombay, o b s e r v e d T h e  
translation is excellent, the verses are sweet and easy, and the sense 
and beauty of the original are well preserved.” — $ tk  Ju n e , 1893.
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Professor Nilmani Mukhetji, M .A., Principal, Sanskrit
College, Calcutta, writes;— “ la m  confirmed in this belief by the 
proof that you have shewn of your undoubted poetical powers in 
rendering the great epic of K lii Drfsa, so faithfully, so lucidly and so 
sweetly. It is a sure evidence of the excellence of your translation 
that those who do not know Sanskrit and have not read this master­
piece of Sanskrit' literature in its original, can form some idea of its 
many beauties from a perusal of this volume. The easy flow and 
rytbm of your verses and the mellowness and perspicuity of your 
diction will, I doubt not, render your book acceptable to all.”

Sir Roniesh Chunder Mitter, Kt,, observes:— “ The translation of 
K ili D isc’s Raghu Vamsa by Babu Nohin Chandra Dis, M A., is 
indeed a very valuable contribution to the Bengali literature. The 
verses are written in an easy, flowing, and mellifluous language, and 
it reflects a very great credit on the translator that at the same time 
he has been able to follow the original as closely as possible.”

Babu R aj Krishna Banerji, late Senior Professor of Sanskrit,
Presidency College, writes:— “ You have succeeded admirably in 
your endeavour to present K ili D isa in a thoroughly Bengali 
garb. Although it is a literal translation of K ili D isa’s Raghu 
Vamsa, the beauty and the spirit of the original have been fully 
preserved The sweet flow of the metre, the easy style and the 
splendour of the verses,, displayed in the translation, sp.eak highly 
of your command over the Bengali language and of your possessing 
an exquisite poetical skill. The work will undoubtedly be a 
valuable addition to Bengali literature.”

Pandit Rajendra Chandra, Sastri M .A., writes.-_“ Your
translation of the Raghu Vamsa is admirable, while the other 
poems, both Bengali and English, fully justify your high reputation 
as a poet.” Bengal Library, 13-4-96.

The Hon'ble R. C. Putt, C.IJS., thus noticed the concluding 
volume of the Raghu Vamsa:— “ You have performed a worthy 
task worthily, and the work, I hope, wilt find a permanent place 
among the lasting works of our age.”

2 he President o f the Asiatic Society of Bengal notices the work 
in his Annual Address ( f  27).-— Feb. .896. “ The translation of
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K i.i D lsa’s immortal epic the Ragbu-Varnsa by Babu Nobin 
Chandra.Dis in Bengali metre has elicited the highest praise not only 
from educated people, but also from the Tol-Pandits of Bengal,”

Mabdmahopddhydya Muhesh Chandra Nydya-mtnu, G. I. E , 

writes : ftfftFSl, i§ |F 3l «N |N  '©‘l

f[$ ?it, i s f k l ,  i f a l l  C lft  *1 ill, Ĉ sf ^  t o

m u  i b h  * f*<5

s t f t t ?  i u f t r i  ® {|iltif ^

«Rpfc^5® «wt) t l f  & $ *fft ^ f t f l  ft ittS ft  f

's t m t w  ^ ft, i t i f i  ^  i s n

^ a ft  i i m w ) i* ftW *tt*n j|  f t ,  **$ , $«

IS ftC fftftJ t l H fS * l ^ T l  f a f t l t c ^ l - “i t l i l  l l f t t i r  

* m  1 3 1 f t  ^ fm  i r f c 9 j i  % f t  i f t i  i f f w t t s i  w  

nt? i <4 i r t  (2ft#®T i« t5 ^ i f t r s  i t f r *  ^ i t w  f i w i  c f n t ^

■ $t i «r$*tw s h if t s  ft Jtffv  ;

*t^«r*ra c m  f i f t s t c s i  *—

“ stt^fft * ? w t *  • w g i f t  # ? H  i f t f t l  i t f t v r c *

^ f t f t c s i  i * m  ^ c n  ititiw ® : ^  i t  i «t<  ? # r

' l i f t l w  'srartai i?c*f 9 fft  ¥*!i® ^ itO T  i l  i f t i  

i H l f S  dl »ĵ <Tt*f 1 1 1  «t<tBi ^ft’spft "̂ '5l<*t5 'S ltW l ) 1^92 

?FfMfl 4?*«1 -Sf̂ Tfit I f?  *f? » tt  2H?5f %  4V  *111*1

spq-sti if?5T?i i 4 %vw § *trfi f*nft»t»rara «w i i f t m  “ ^ ”

?i?;p> 11 s f l l ,  % W  I ' f t  «T«71 |  i f w t c l ?  *$CT1*

Babu Chandra N ath Bose, M .A ., B en g a li Translator to 

Governm ent, w rites :— “S^BPRt ^ I t ?  1
f%>|f5 -s k( ^ :( ^  iflWPItnft i f t  1 f t ?  W 5 

1 i t f c s i  9 9f t  fsrujtid i f t ®  1
’TOT W  *0 I ^  w  s i f t f t  Chi ' l l -

A A — A \ \  s'*

®  <SL
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. •' •' Stapes* n»<tij i a?f1'*Tf<5 W «1 |...?(tsrt3Tt
ft*l *ffSsr?i 4?* »f%¥ns 3rfg--s

’ rcjf ^ffSTj Ufac*?* %Jf| n t l i *  % 3 '< ? W ? g i
? t § |  «r*^ ^ t f ; i  n f k ir tw i  4

I <PI, $ !? , Sftfg, S'l, Sf'SF®

sfcwci i m  u fT iopa ?? n u m
w  c n tn fa w  f*c»w n farft c^ m -^ w n r m*
*itr«tf*5«R i 4 %  irtn« f^3t ^  € ^ i .  
stfaws mf într'r-sr i

itts ta l sr?fw srl, t r * tm
< flw i ?W $w  *rtf«c*rsT i gw  *T*ipr? * fw t?

^ m ,  m u m  nltnerap* ^ « m i o»pmi
^P&t’R  1" W ?tlt, ^  ( * 1 ** 1

ntfYsrai, w tm T jm  €It  jfr,
*t*rtr<m  n it?  wt*; 1 W W 5  *ttf?*ttfcj, § \w i  c<m*T5i,
I ’W i  c^t-m nPr Tfntm srfat? ^ fs rs  et», 
l t? fw  *tnal irfm ?tl|r «w?«rt»r * # re . ^<rf*r *pf?n * $  p  

nfMji *r%  n t i t r n w  «t?tw 1

•tftn ^rr«wtPis o r t ^ f ?  ?nt?n n y m  -<s
?[ft «nr w  c w  o®?f? frRtsi fwrtun j

«-|inw  « t?  '-s ??  W n

i m  1 , * r %  ? n  f ? « 3 r ?  Jrfirs c n t«  jjf*« i ■•ff%ĉ ®
?ftt. 1 r̂® ws 5f^tia  finrrs? « c?f? wfk;

Ran, '5f?ar^=i n w  ^  cntawa T m  1” » \m  1

“ His translation of O li D&ja’s Raghu Vamsa into Bengali 
verse is a magnificetit iwrk,—,accurate, elegant, savoury of the original.
It takes its place at once in the front ranks of Bengali literature,
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:md bids fair, to be monumental. I f  there are men bent upon 
encouraging Bengali literature, why do they not offer to Babu Nobin
Chandra the expenses of publication and a bonus'} Why waste 
power on an agitation ? Agitation is only a means: in the work 
before us there is a realisation of end, the enrichment of the national
l i t e r a t i m I n d i a n  Nation, 6  th April, 1896,

“ The rendering is easy and graceful, the style is chaste and 
levid, and does no small credit to the author who is an indefatig­
able worker in the field of Bengali literature. The volume forms 
one of the brightest gems in our literature.” National Magazine,
April, 1896.

*  1 « I T W  ^  iqIo sait=I1 1
«• M iracles of Buddha. Part i. Price 12 as.

Dr. Paul Cams, Editor o f the Monist, Illinois, U  S. A 
writes:—

I am very much pleased, not only with the contents of the 
legends, but also with the translation. As the originals, so far as 
I know, are little known among Sanskrit scholars, and also as, so far 
as I know, they have not been translated, your service of translation 
will be highly appreciated by all lovers of Indian and Buddhist 
lore.” —25th February 1896.

Babu Sarada Charan Hitter, M .A., B .L ., writes-.—
“ Your Legends and Miracles of Buddha, Sikya Sinha” is a 

delightful metrical translation. Your power of expression in a 
foreign tongue is surprising to me. The pieces are themselves, in 
original, excellent, and you have done admirably in rendering them 
into English.”

“ The poetical genius of Babu Nobin Chandra Dds has mafsi- 
festee itself in trtb languages. In the Bengali language, it has \
already given an admirable rendering of the Raghu Vamsa, and in 
the English, it has now introduced some of the Legends of Buddha, 
taken from the Bodki-Sattva-Avad&n Klapalatd o f Kshemendra, the 
great Sanskrit poet of Eashnjir, In both the essays Babu Nobirj |
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Chandra’M s  has given indubitable proofs of his mastery of Sam jbiî  
and the medium.' through which he has presented the texts,, 
Ksberaendra’s colossal work, which was lost in India, has been 
recovered in Tibet by.Rai Sarat Chandra D is IMhidur, C.I.E., and-' 
it was a-happy thought of his brother to publish a portion of the- 

• work in' the garb of an English translation... ..The smoothness of', 
his versification, and his sedulous efforts at preserving the aroma

' of the original; are sure to be appreciated and admired by any one
who would do himself the pleasure of going through the publi­
cation.” — Indian Mirror, i8th February, 1896.

“ Babu Nobin Chandra Dds has done a service to the cause of 
Buddhistic scholarship by doing into English verse some of the 
exquisite poems of Kshemendra, the great Sanskrit Buddhist poet 
of Kashmir. The, sublime sentiment and noble precepts which 
hitherto lay hidden in the undiscovered Sanskrit Buddhist works of 
India are thus being introduced to the notice of the Engiish-reading 
public......H is versification is smooth and easy, and seems to
breathe an aroma of original Sanskrit, at the same time preserving 
the sense and beauty of the original. His rendering is chaste and 
accurate. His command over the English language, and the re­
sources of versification is truly remarkable. We commend his Legends 
to the notice of all lovers of true poetry, and all interested in the 
Study of Buddhist literature. They are sure to be struck by the 
intrinsic beauty and sublimity of the sentiments contained in the 
poems. We are. sure the readers will find these very interesting 

. reading."r^Amrita Bazar Patrika, 28th December, 1895.
“ -The style is graceful and eminently readable.” National 

Magazine, April, 1896.
“  Mr. Nobin Chandra Das has, in the above metrical translation, 

produced a work of considerable merit; its style is at once easy and 
graceful, exhibiting shades of poetical imagery and sentiment.”
The Buddhist, hug, 1S96. Colombo.
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