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GLOSSARY OF VERNACULAR TERMS.

[N. B.—W hen a word is used in a particular district or districts, the name of such 
district or districts has been specified.]

A dhikar.— T he head of a shaatra or shrine [Assam Proper J. 
Adhikdri in Goal para and Sylhet.

A dhia.— Tenure held by a person who cultivates for the 
proprietor and gives half of the produce to him [Go&lpdra],

A hd.— R ainy-weather crop. It is o f two kinds, viz., 
Dhulia and PhanmL The former is reaped in July-August, 
and the latter in September-October [Assam Proper].

Amr, A us, or A shu.— R ainy-weather crop, so called from 
the fact o f its growing rapidly. Sown in March and April and 
reaped in July to September. Grown on high lands [Sylhet].

A krA.— A  place o f worship of the Baishnabs, or followers 
o f the Hindu deity Bishnu. It also means a gymnasium 
[Sylhet].

A li.— A  ridge o f earth. A road, in contradistinction to 
“ Bat,” a pathway. A  high road constructed by the Ahom or 
lvueh sovereigns. Alis are well raised, and served as bunds 
against the encroachment of the rivers. One o f these Alis, 
called Gohdin Komla Ali, is said to have extended from Kuch 
Behar to Sadiya; and another, called Dhodar Ali. extending from 
IN'arnrup, a place above Jaipur, to Gauhati [Assam Proper].
A  ridge o f earth in the paddy-fields, to serve as boundaries, 
sometimes called “ A il” [Sylhet and Cachar].

A m alnam a .— A  written authority to take possession of 
land.

A man.— R ice crop sown in February-March in Cachar 
and in March-April in Sylhet, and reaped in November-Decem- 
ber. Grown on low lands [Sylhet and Cachar].

A m il .— The title of the Mahomedan Governor of Sylhet,
locally called Nabob or Nawab.
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tN. B.—When a word is used in a particular district or districts, the name of such 
district or districts has been specified.]

A thiirar.— The head of a sliastra or shrine [Assam Proper J. 
Adhikdri in Godlp&ra and Sylhet.

A dhia.— Tenure held by a person who cultivates for the 
proprietor and gives half of the produce to him [Godlpdra].

A ho.— Rainy-weather crop. It is of two kinds, viz., 
Dhulia and Pliarmd. The former is reaped in July-August, 
and the latter in September-October [Assam Proper].

A hu, A us, or A shu.— Rainy-weather crop, so called from 
the fact of its growing rapidly. Sown in March and April and 
reaped in July to September. Grown on high lands [Sylhet],

A krA.— A  place of worship of the Baishnabs, or followers 
of the Hindu deity Bishnu. It also means a gymnasium 
[Sylhet].

A il.— A ridge of earth. A road, in contradistinction to 
“ Bat,” a pathway. A high road constructed by the Aliom or 
lvueh sovereigns. Alis are well raised, and served as bunds 
against the encroachment of the rivers. One of these Alis, 
called Gohain Komla AH, is said to have extended from Ivuch 
Beliar to Sadiya; and another, called Dhodar Alt, extending from 
N arnrup, a place above Jaipur, to Gauhati [Assam Proper].
A  ridge o f earth in the paddy-fields, to serve as boundaries, 
sometimes called “Ail” [Sylhet and Cachar].

A malnAma.— A  written authority to take possession of 
land.

A man.— R ice crop sown in February-March in Cachar 
and in Marck-April in Sylhet, and reaped in November-Deeem- 
ber. Grown on low lands [Sylhet, and Cachar1̂.

• G<W\

A mil.— The title of the Mahomedan Governor of Sylhet,
locally called Nabob or Nawab.
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A min . —A  Native Surveyor or Commissioner, employed in 
local inquiries.

A nua. —A  large lake, once a stream, but afterwards closed 
[ Cachar].

A shul luma.— The name of a khel, the rents of which 
used to be appropriated by the Rajah’s third daughter 
[Cachar],

A tpaiiakia.— One of eight persons who serve by turns 
in a Hindu temple day and night [Assam ■Proper'].

Badmas.— A  man having a bad livelihood [Sylhet,
Cachar, and Godlpara].

Baksha.— L ands held revenue-free under the gift of the 
Rajah and confirmed by British Government [Cachar].

Ban kar .— Rent levied on bamboos, trees, &c., grown on 
the land [Sylhet, Godlpara],

Bara .-— T he designation of an officer over twenty paiks 
in a khel [Assam Proper].

Barbarua.— The fourth Prime Minister and chief judi
cial officer of an Ahom sovereign [Assam Proper].

Barbhuiya.— A  title obtained by a mirasddr from the 
former native rulers by a payment of Rs. 50 [Cachar].

Bardeuri (or Bar D eori).— A  Brahmin who performs 
the worship of an idol in a temple (Kdnirup). A  man 
engaged to distribute offerings made to an idol or in honour 
of it [Sibsdgar].

Bar Gohain.— T he second Prime Minister and chief 
judicial officer of an Ahom sovereign [Assam Proper].

Bari.— H igh land [Assam and Godlpara].
B aria.— One who marries a Brahmin widow [Godlpara].
Bar ik.— A petty village chief presiding over five paiks 

[Assam Proper],
Bakjukai.— A  khel, one-fourth share of the rents of which 

was received b\ the Rani, and the remaining three-fourths went 
to the Rajah [Cachar],

Barkakati.— One of the eight head accountants or fiscal 
officers of an Ahom sovereign [Assam Proper],

RAi.Mi nnr.— An officer of a shastra who collects the taxes 
exacted by a Gosaiu from bis disciples [Assam Proper],

®  <SL
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B ar Patrogohain.— The third Prime Minister and chief 
judicial officer of an Ahom sovereign [Assam Proper].

Bar Phukan .— The Governor of Lower Assam under the 
Ahom sovereigns [Kamrup],

B arsenapati.— Literally Commander-in-Chief. The de
signation of the ruler of Mattack, a portion of Lakliimpur, 
which lapsed to Government on the death of the last rulei 
of that title. The ruler of a portion of North Cachar was 
also styled a Barsenapati.

Barthakur.— Same as Dalai in Kamrup [ Darrang 
Nowgong, Sibsagar, and Lakhimpur],

Barca.— The second officer in a khel under the Ahom 
sovereigns. In some khels there were no Phukans, and then 
the Barua was head officer. Bar Blffindar Barud, or Royal 
Treasurer, was the first in rank among Baruas [Assam 
Proper'].

Basti.— Homestead land [Assam Proper], A villao-e 
[Sylhet],

Bagi [correctly B hagi] .—  Primarily a sharer. It is now 
used to mean an arrangement whereby the actual culti
vator of a piece of land engages to give a certain share, gene
rally a half share, of its produce to its proprietor, or any other 
person claiming it under him, in consideration of money rent.
Terms vary according to time and place [Sylhet].

B aktjai.— A list of defaulting ryots filed by mauzadars 
for the recovery of arrears of revenue. A process for recover
ing arrears of revenue from defaulting ryots [Assam Proper],

Bam.— Another name for Pharingati, or high land, or 
land that never comes under water during the rainy season 
[Assam Proper],

Bao [in Assam Proper] and Bao a [in Sylhet],— Paddy 
sown broadcast on low swampy ground.

Baotali.— Land sown with Bao, or bastard paddy. This 
seed is scattered at the Aus sowing, and remains dormant 
until the Aus paddy is reaped when it springs up, and on 
ripening yields a fresh crop. Sometimes it is "sown on the 
lowest description of land subject to heavy inundation but the 
Bdo stalks have the property of growing above the water and are 
sometimes even 10 feet in length; when the water subsides



these stalks fall and interlace on the ground, but a good crop 
of paddy is still reaped [Assam Proper].

B a r i.— Garden land [ Assam Proper]. Homestead land, 
or a compound wherein houses are constructed for the residence 
of a family [Sylhet, Cachar).

Barki.— Name of a small boat, used for conveyance of 
goods and sometimes of passengers, from Th&riaghat, at the 
foot of the KMsi Hills, to Bholaganj, in the plains of Sylhet.

Batalu .— A widow married to another, after her first 
husband’s death ( Assam Proper).

Bazyafti M udaimi.— Revenue-free grants and lands, 
which, though in the possession of individuals at the time of 
the decennial settlement, were not included in that settlement, 
but were subsequently resumed and permanently-settled 
[Sylhet).

B azyafti Myadi.— Invalid revenue-free holdings re
sumed under the provisions of Regulations IJ. of 1819 and 
III. of 1823 and settled temporarily [Sylhet).

B elambari K hanabari.— Lands granted for the residence 
or homesteads of respectable men.— Resumed and permanently 
settled [NyZAet].

B h akat .— One devoted to religion. There are two classes 
of Bhakats, viz., [1] Grihi and [2] Kewlia. The former has 
his family and children, but the latter is bound to celibacy, 
and is solely devoted to religion [Assam Proper).

B hanrali or BharAli.— Storekeeper [Assam Proper).
Bhagati.— One whose duty it was to read the Shrimat 

Bhagavat in a temple or shrine, but now it is a mere title of 
honour [Assam Proper).

Bn an e a r  K A y e t h .— Accountant of a temple [Assam 
Proper).

Bhandari or B hahari.— Storekeeper. Dependants of 
respectable Hindu families, whose ancestors were slaves of the 
old time [Sylhet). A judicial officer of the Rajah’s Govern
ment competent to try civil and criminal cases [Cachar).

Rhaona.— Native dramatic performances [Assam Proper).
B iilsingsa.—  A khel, the rents of which used to be appro

priated to the use of the idol Shyamathakurani [Cachar).
B iiitA.— Raised floor [Sylhit],

Cl):) . £ Cl
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Bhiti.— Timber [CacAar].
Biiogdhani.— Revenue-free land, with the produce of 

winch the bliog [literally food] of an idol is prepared [Assam
Propei'].

Bhora, or Bhur.— Raft made of plantain-trees [Sylhet and 
Cachar].

Biiuta.— A measure of paddy equal to 3 maunds [Sylhet].
Bigha.—'A land measure, equal to 14,400 square feet. T -
B il [or B heel] .— An inland lake, or low marshy ground.
B ilbharat .— Inland lakes [not included in the decennial 

settlement] naturally tilled up in course of time. Resumed 
and settled [ Sylhet \. Low land formerly under water and 
naturally filled up in course of time [Cachar],

Bilmlkta .— A consolidated lease [Sylhet].
Bisa.— A  land measure equal to l-16th of a kdfhd, or 

l-320th of a bigha [Sylhet],
Bishaya .—An officer in general, particularly applied to a 

farmer of fisheries in Sibsagar and Lakhimpur and a mauzadar 
in Nowgong.

B ishnughar.— A khel, the rents of which used to be 
appropriated to the worship of the idol Lakshmi Narayan
[ Cachar].

B rahmottar.— Lands granted for the maintenance of 
Brahmins.

B ura.— A rice crop transplanted on low and marshy lands 
in December-January, and reaped in April-May , It requires 
irrigation [Sylhetj .

Bura Gohaix .— The first Prime Minister of an Ahom 
sovereign [Assam Proper],

Cassia [locally K a S iAsia] .— A species of Laurus, the 
bark of which usually passes under the name of cinnamon. It 
differs from real cinnamon, chiefly in the strength of its qualities 
[Khdsi and Jaintid Hills],

Chalanta  MAsul.— Transit duty levied by zaminddrs on 
timbers passing down rivers. This has now been prohibited 
[Goalpctra],

C iiamua.— A n estate the revenue of which is more than 
Rs. 100 per annum, and which revenue is paid direct into the 
Government treasury, without the intervention of the mauza-



D albh anga .— Fishing in Dais [Sylhet].
D a l a i , or D oloi.— A chief officer of a temple who realizes 

the rents of the temple lands [Kamrup]. A title given by 
the Alioms to a class of Ganaks who were well versed in astro
nomy. The chiefs of such a class of Ganaks are called Bar Dalais.
[As*am Proper}. Goldsmiths are also called Dalais [ Upper 
Assam\. An officer or headman of a small division whose 
duties are very similar to those of a mauzdddr in Assam 
Proper,* but who can also dispose of petty judicial work with 
the aid of a council [Jaintid Hills].

D a l a n i .— A tract where the aquatic grass called “ dal” 
grows ; the usual grazing-ground of buffaloes, &c. • [Assam 
Proper].

D ariabadi.— Literally, “ newly-cultivated.” “ Dari” is a 
Bengali word, meaning “  new,” and “ abadi,” a Persian word 
meaning “  cultivated.” Land cultivated after the conclusion 
of the measurement for the regular settlement of the year 
[Assam Proper].

D ar batn i.— Xante of a tenure subordinate to Patni 
[Sylhet].

D assani Z am in .— Lands paying the highest rate of assess
ment and settled for the longest time, usually known as Rdi 
Bdhddur’s Bandobasti in 1842-43 [Cachar].

D a st a k .— A warrant of arrest of a revenue defaulter or 
judgment debtor [Sylhet and Cachar].

D a u l .— A  statement showing the particulars of the gross 
revenue leviable from an estate or mauza, prepared by the 
Deputy-Commissioner’s office kanungo [Mssa/?z Proper].

D ad an .— Money advanced to the growers and makers of 
the articles of commerce by the purchasers, who thus get them 
cheaper [Sylhet].

D ahsala.— Derived from two Persian words— “ d&h”
[ten] ami “ sal” [year], hence “ decennial.” E-tates settled 
decennially by Collector Mr. Willes in 1733. This settlement 
included generally cultivated lands'. The Court of Directors 
confirmed this settlement in perpetuity. In this class, certain 
under-tenures occur, viz. :—

[1.] Pa'ai, Darpatni [in pargana Bdniachung and 
Khelat Chandra Ghose’s estates].

[2.] Iiazirdn [pargana, Chowdlish].

■ G°l&x
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[3.] Reds at [pargand DowddiJ.
[4.] Shikmi, or cliit taluk [pargand Baniaclmng,

Sylhet].
D a k iiil a .— A receipt for rent or revenue paid in.
Dakhilk?hartJ.— Literally, “  entering and striking out,” 

applies to registering the name of one proprietor in the. Collec
tors books in place of another from whom the  ̂ land has been 
transferred. Also transfer o f money from one account 1 o 
another.

DAlA Sikar.— A n act of hunting deer at night by means 
o f Data [a bamboo platter], i.e., one man carries on his head 
a Ddld, on which a lamp is placed, and, tinkling a large bell in 
each hand, he walks on moonless night over places frequented 
by wild beasts, followed by one or more men behind him who 
are armed with swords. Deer and other animals are so dazzled 
bv the light, that they remain when it comes stationary, and are 
killed by the swordsmen. Occasionally there are accidents, 
owing to the huntsmen coming across tiger or wild buffalo 
{Assam Proper].

DAngariA.— A  general term applied to Assam nobles. 
Particularly the first three Prime Ministers o f Assam were styled 
Ddngarias [Assam Proper) .

DArussaffA.— Lands granted for the maintenamce and 
care o f the sick. These have been resumed and permanently- 
settled [Sylhet].

DavidAui.— An objection to the sale of property in execu
tion of a decree against a third party, or to the settlement of 
land in the name of a third party [Sylhet].

D ekA BaruA and D eicA P iiukan.— T itles given to the 
sons o f Bar BaruA and Bar Phukan respectively \_As>am Proper] .

D ekajurAi.— T he khel the rents o f which were appropri
ated by the jubrAj, or heir-apparent [Cachar].

D entAl [on DAtAl in Sylu e t] .— A male elephant with 
tusks.

D eoiii.— An officer attached to a temple, originally a gate
keeper [Assam Proper]. A  gate [Sy/Aef].

D e v o tta r , or D ebottar .— Land granted for the mainte
nance of Hindu idols.

D e w Al , or D ew AlaY or De v a l o i.— A  Hindu temple
B
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Dew a l l — A popular festival o f the Hindus. The feast 
of lights held on the last day of the dark half of the month of 
Assin.

D h a k i Selami.— Present received by the proprietor of a 
lime-quarry in consideration of measuring the contents of a 
boat in which limestones are to be carried. Gratuities for 
lading boats [Khdsi Hills].

D harm ottar .— Land granted for religious or charitable 
purposes, such as for reading the Bhdgavat, performing the 
Ndm Kirttan, feeding pilgrims and travellers [Assam Proper].

D hal .— Same a khc'tl or ndld, usually one that runs out 
o f a bheel [ Cachar].

D hali.— A  class of menial servants whose duty consists in 
conveying papers in the revenue and criminal courts [riy/iri].

D halimujrai.— Lands granted to certain zaminddrs for 
the purpose of supplying “ dhalis.” Some of these zamindars 
having refused to furnish “ dh&lis, ” their estates have been 
resumed, and the rest still enjoy their revenue-free tenure and 
supply “ dhalis” [Sylhet].

DnAMADiJURAi.— The khel the rents of which were 
appropriated by the Rajah's spiritual guide [ Cachar].

D hoka.— Another term for Gobhid, means a person retained 
by a widow as husband [Kdnirup].

D h u i.— A female elephant of any kind, whether wild or 
tame, which has had a calf.

D humkar.—-The khel the rents of which were appropria
ted by the Rajah’s mother \_Cacnar],

D hur.— One-twentieth part of a kdthd \_Godlpdra].
D ijai.umar J urat.— Estates part of the revenue of which 

was received bv the female members of the royal family 
[Cachar].

i M.iri.uM -The khel the vents of which were appi’opriated 
b\ the Rajah’s second daughter [ Cachar].

DonA.— A small inland lake, generally the pool of a river 
which has deserted its course.

Dolakhokia.—Civil court peons under Ahom sovereigns 
[Ae-arii Proper].

H I  - .  * S L
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D on, or D oon.— A  measure o f paddy and other grains 
equal to 5 seers o f 80 tolahs each. In land measure same as 
bigha [Assam Proper].

D u al .— A  track o f wild elephants [Sylhet].
Duar [D ooar or Dwar] .— A  mountain-pass. Also a 

term applied to a mahal or tract o f  country wlich lies at the 
foot o f the hills, and was during the latter days o f the Ahom 
sovereigns assigned to hill chieftains on the conditiion that the 
hillmen who resorted to the plains for the purpose of bartering 
their products at certain appointed hats were kept under 
restraint, and the peace o f the frontier preserved [Assam. Proper'].

D u fa sli [ or D u f a s l a ] .— Land yielding two crops [Sylhet 
and Cachar],

E k fa sli, or E icfasla.— Land yielding one crop [Sylhet 
and Cachar].
• E bi.— A  coarse silk, the produce o f the worms fed princi

pally on the leaves of the castor-oil plant [Ricmus communis 
Linn.].

E ria.— A coarse silk made o f the outer part o f mungd 
cocoons.

E tmamdar .— Dependants o f respectable Musalman fami
lies, the same as Bhdndaries o f Hindus [Sylhet].

F a r in g a t i.— See “ Pharingati.”
F ar a g h .— A  discharge in full, given annually by a land

lord to liis tenant for all claims against him in respect of 
rent [Sylhet].

F erazi.— A  term applied to a sect o f Mahomedan refor
mers [ Sylhet].

G a e r b a n d o b a sti.— Lands which, though in the posses
sion o f their proprietors at the decennial settlement, were not 
included in it, but -were subsequently resumed. This class 
includes Segdh Ildtim Kli&n, which also remained unassessed in 
1793 [Sylhet]. Unassessed lands [Cachar],

G an e sh .— A  male elephant with one tusk. A  Hindu God.
G abiiaru .— Originally a young woman, but now a younger 

female member o f a respectable family [Assam Proper].

G a d h a n .— Literally, “ body-money.” A  term applied to 
a body- or poll-tax o f one rupee levied on each pdik o f full age.
This was levied in Nowgong and Upper Assam, and oxi-'ts to

/AS&- • G0|̂ X
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this day in certain portions of Lakhimpur, chiefly in mauza 
Ujan Nokhonkhola, where land revenue is not yet levied.
Also money paid by a suitor or his friends to the parents or 
guardians o f a girl promised in marriage, and which has to be 
refunded in the event of the marriage not taking place 
[Kdmrvp, Darrang, and Ncicgong].

G am .— The head of a Miri, Dafla, &c., settlement 
[ Darrang, Noiogong, Sibsdgar, and Lakhimpur]. A  village in 
Cachar and part of Sylhet.

Gam a ti.— “ Body-land.” A term applied to the rice-land 
allotted to the paiks or serfs under the Ahom Government in 
return for their services. The “ Gamdti” was considered the 
property o f the State, and was neither hereditary nor transfer
able [Assam Proper].

• Gaoali [or Gao ala] .— A  village community.
Gaonbura.— A  village headman [Assam Proper].
Ghaknijukai.— Estates part of the revenue of which was 

received by the Ranis of inferior rank to the chief Rdn'i 
[ Cachar] .

Ghat. — Place for descending to a river or tank for 
bathing and other purposes [Sylhet].

Ghora Bakua.— An officer under Ahom sovereigns 
presiding over the khel called Ghotasua [Sibsagar~\.

G horasua.— A khel of people in Assam whose duty was 
to keep and feed horses belonging to the State. Now it means 
a syce [Sibsdgar].

G h o saw at .— A term denoting a system for the realization 
of arrears of rent, which obtained under the Native rule, and 
was afterwards legalized by an order dated 23rd April, 1833, 
passed by Mr. T. C. Robertson, Commissioner of Assam, and 
modified from time to time. Under the Rajahs the share or 
estate of a defaulter used to be nlade over to any of his 
co-partners willing to pay up the arrears, otherwise the estate 
was to go to the khel, or, in default, to the Raj, which was 
bound' to pay the arrears. But under our Government the 

■ estate lapses to the State, and is liable to be settled with the 
party paying up the arrears. It is also used by the common 
pen-.:. • in the sense o\‘ bandoha- t (settlement) [Cachar'].

G obhja.— A man retained by a woman as husband on 
the death of her former legal husband [Kdmrup].

t ( i ) j  %  § l
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G ogol— The descendant of a high Ahom family excepting 
the Eajfih, Bar Gohain, Bura Gohain, or liar Patra Gohain 
[Assam Proper'].

G ohain .— The descendant of an Ahora sovereign, or of 
the three Prime Ministers, viz., Bura Gohain, Bar Gohain, and 
Barpdtra Goluiin [Assam. Proper].

G ohainghar .— A Hindu temple or shrine Proper].
G ohani.— A  Hindu idol. A  wife of Gosain [Assam 

Proper].
G osain A diiikar .— Head of a religious sect or institution, 

see “  Adhikar” [Assam Proper].
G osain D eka .— One who has the right to succeed a 

Gosain [ Assam Proper].
G ot .— A technical term implying a sub-division of a clan.

A squad or collection of four paiks (Kdmrup. Parrang. Nowgonq, 
and Sibsagar), and of three paiks in Lakkimpur.

Gotra .— Relationship by descent from a common ancestor.
More correctly the designation of a family after the name o f 
a celebated Rishi, or saint, regarded either as the progenitor or 
spiritual head of that family.

G urguria.— A stepson [Kdmrup].
G urkati.— A duty on jangal-produce that used to be 

levied in Gocdpdra.
H asta bu d .— Papers showing the area, description, and 

rent of land at the decennial settlement [Sylhet] .
IlASTr lum a .—  The khel the rents of which were used 

by the Rajah’s eldest daughter [Cachar].
H azur [H uzurI .—  f  he presence; the presence of a superior 

authority, or by metonymy the authority himself.
H ajat .— Confinement of persons charged with offences 

until their trial; place where they are confined.
H akim .— A person in authority; an executive, administra

tive, or judicial officer of Government.
H al, or K ulba.— A  land measure approximately equal

to—
A. R. P.

4 3 10! iQ Cachar.
4 2 29 „ Jaintia.
3 2 0 „ Sylhet Proper.
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H alabadi.— Literally, land brought under cultivation 
after the permanent settlement. These (except in pargana 
Baniachung) were a portion of theilam lands first leased under 
what were called ‘ ‘ halabadi’’ pdttas, containing no express 
limitation of the period for which they were settled. The 
Government has confirmed these settlements in perpetuity.
In Bar.iachung, whei’e there is no ilarn land, halabadi means 
lands discovered by the zamindars to lie within the boundaries 
o f their permanently-settled estates, but not included in the 
decennial settlement. They applied for the permanent-settle
ment of these lands, and their request was granted [Sylhet].
In Cachar halabadi means lands settled after the last general 
settlement. ♦.

H a l i.— Paddy plants grown in nurseries for transplanta
tion [Sylhet and Cachar] .

H aor.— Low tracts of land covered more or less with 
grass and reed jangal, almost entirely under water during the 
rains, but dry, or only partly so, during the rest o f the year 
[Sylhet and Cachar].

H ati B arua .— An officer of State under the Ahom 
sovereigns having charge of elephants [Sibsdgar] .

H atua .— A child of a wife by her former husband.
H ausha .— A Kookie chief [Naya Hills].
IIazarika.— A n officer over 1,000 paiks in a ldiel [Assam 

Proper].
H aziran .— Name of an under-tenure which occurs in 

certain permanently-settled estates in pargana Chowalis, created 
originally free of rent, subject to personal service or atten
dance. These estates having been sold, a person purchased 
them, and his conditions with the hazirans are that their 
holdings shall remain, as before, without affecting their rights 
and interests, and that they shall pay to him only the Govern
ment revenue. These tenures, having been recognized at the 
permanent settlement, cannot be affected by any sale for 
arrears of revenue which the original estates may be put to 
[Sylhet] .

H azir zAmin .— A surety for the personal appearance of 
a certain person when required to attend.

H ibA.n a .ma.— A deed of gift [Sylhet and Assam.]
H ola .— A  marsh or small lake; a depression in the land 

where water lodges [zlsstm Proper].
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H om.— Burnt offerings. Oblations o f clarified butter ando
“  bel” fruit tree leaves poured, on the fire. Other articles may 
also be offered. The rite is o f high antiquity, and forms part 
o f all domestic religious observances at marriages, adoptions,
&c., of a Hindu.

H u l ia .— A  descriptive-roll [Sylhet and Goalpdfa].

H u lu n g .— A boat dug out o f a single tree, peculiarly 
adapted to the navigation o f the Brahmaputra, where the 
current is very strong | Assam Proper].

H ue M a h a l .— Portion of a marsh naturally filled up in 
course o f time, resumed and permanently-settled

Idga.— A  place set apart for prayers by the Mahomedans 
during the Id [Sylhet].

Ijara . A  lease or farm of land held at a defined rent or 
revenue, whether from Government direct or from an interme
diate payer o f public revenue. Letting lands on farm or lease 
[Sylhet, Cachar, and Godlpdra] .

I JAR Ad AR. A holder o f ijara [Sylhet, Cachar, and Goal- 
para].

Jjm ali.— Joint tenancy in common of two or more proprie
tors [Cachar, Sylhet, and Assam Proper] .

Ilam .— Lands which were at the time o f the decennial, 
settlement o f 1793 covered with dense jangal, and in the 
possession of no person, and were not therefore included in 
that settlement, and not claimed by anybody on the issue o f 
“ Hums” [proclamations]. In these ilam lands are included 
some gaerbandobasti, or unassessed abadi lands, which were 
not in the possession o f anyone at the time o f the decennial 
settlement, and the lands occupied by the Nabob’s fort at 
Badarpur, in pargana (Jhdpghat, and also larnbarbardasht 
halabddi lands, that is, halabddi estates struck off the revenue- 
roll in consequence o f there being no assets in them, and then 
subsequently settled under the Ilam Rules. A  jangalburi 
estate, originally granted to Laid Anundrdm, is also'settlcd 
under the Ilam Rules. Ldld Anundrdm's conditions were to 
clear the lands, the term being fur three years revenue-free 
[Sylhet] .

Inti-kali.-—From Persian word “  Int-kdl,” meaning a 
change. The registering in the Collectorate o f the transfer of 
land from one proprietor to another [Sylhet and Cachar .
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I stafa .— Resignation, (ofland); a deed of relinquishment; 
a deed foreiroing a claim.

Izad .— Lands traced by survey as unassessed and resumed. 
[Sylhe'-].

J aintia  Mudaimi.— Grants by the Jaintia Rajahs.— Re
sumed and permanently-settled TSylhet].

J ain tia  Myad i.— Lands of Jaintia which were settled 
temporarily [Sylhet].

Jaith , J a ist , or Ja ist h i.— A measure of land equal to 
l-2Sth of a hear |_Cnchar and Sylhet].

Jalatan  or J ala tak .— Lands which remain under water 
during the season for cultivation [Assam Proper].

J alidiian .— A rice crop sown in marshy land about 
March or April, and reaped in June [Sylhet].

Jam abandi.— A rent-roll showing the name of each 
tenant, his tenure, the quality of his land, its extent, the rate of 
rent, and the total rent payable.

Ja n g al .—Land covered with growing trees and shrubs, 
(forest generally).

J angalburi.— An estate in pargana Ichamati, granted 
to Lilia Anundrdm on condition of his clearing the lands. His 
terms were three years revenue-free, and a small revenue for 
the next four years. On the failure of the grantee to cultivate 
the lands, the estate has been re-settled under the Ilam Rules 
[Sylhet]. Grants of waste lands made under Government 
orders, dated 6th March, 1838 [Assam Pepper]. Wasteland 
reclamation leases [Sylhet and Cachar].

Jabra.— A  heap of refuse, generally applied to the refuse 
burnt when forest lands arc cleared for cultivation [Cachar].

Jangal.— Hoad or pathway [Sylhet].
J hil .— Low lands always under water [Sylhet and 

- Cachar].
Jot.— The holding of a jotdar [Goalpdra]. Tenure of a 

cultivator [Sylhet].
J otdAu.— A man who holds in severalty, joint, or in 

common, a piece of land, for winch he pays revenue direct to 
Government ^through its agents or farmers). As long as a 
jot da r pays in his revenue, his right to his jot cannot, in anyway 
be disturbed. The jotdar has transferable and saleable right in
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tlie land, but his rent is liable to be enhanced by Government 
whenever a new settlement is made [ Gurtia, Eastern Duars,
Godlpdra;1. A cultivator o f land o f a mirdsdar other than his 
ryot, also called a Jirat [Sylhet].

J um, OR J hgom.— A  term applied to cultivation carried on 
by people living on or near the hills. For the purpose oi jum 
cultivation, no implements but the kodali (hoe) and duo, or only 
ddo, is required. With the latter they lop the trees and cut 
down the jangal, after which, when dry, it is all set tire to and 
then they cultivate their jum, that is, they dig the land slightly, 
and sow their different kinds o f seeds together, such j-s kdpas 
or cotton, dhdn or rice, tobacco, cliind, til, marich, ginger, and 
vegetables; and as eacli ripens in turn the produce is gathered.
But the same spot is never cultivated for more than two, or at 
most three, years in succession.

Iyabala.— A  bill o f sale.
K abuli yat.— Counterpart of a patta (q.v.) An agree

ment in which a payer o f revenue or rent expresses his consent 
to pay the amount assessed upon his land.

K aran.— A  house-tax of Rs. 2-2-2 per first-class, and of 
Re. 1-1-1 per second-class, house, levied by the British Govern
ment in the Karoibari Hills in lieu of tax on cotton which the 
people had to pay before [Gdro Hills].

Iv a sb a .— A town smaller than a Shahar, and larger than 
an ordinary village [Sylhet and Godlpdra'].

K ataki, or K otoki.— A  person employed as a channel of 
communication between Government officers and the indepen
dent hill tribes. The Katakis were generaly employed by the 
Ahom dynasty as ambassadors to foreign Courts. The Kata
kis were, and are s till, paid generally by assignments o f revenue- 
free lands [Assam Proper, except Kamrup and Nowgong].

K a t h ia .— Paddy sown in nurseries for transplantation 
[Assa,rn Proper].

K a t h ia t a l i.—-The place where the kathia is sown [Assam 
Proper].

K akati.— A n accountant under an Ahom Sovereign 
[Assam Proper].

K amla.— A  day-labourer [Sylhet, Cachar, and Goal- 
par ah].

K andi.— A  tract of high lying land [Cac/tai ] c
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K aNI.— Opium. It is called “ Ivani” (a rag or a strip of 
cloth), because, in former days, when the cultivation ot poppy 
was not prohibited, when poppy-heads had grown to a proper 
size, the Assamese used to make incisions in the pod, and to 
collect the juice on strips of cloth [Assam Proper].

K anungo.— A ministerial officer on the establishment of a 
Deputy-Commissioner, whose duty is to keep all accounts 
connected with land, to check the measurement-papers submit
ted by the mauzaddrs, &c. [Assam Proper]. An officer under 
a Deputy-Collector appointed for local inquiry and surveying 
purpose^. A  family title corruptly called Kdnkai [Sylhet].

K Itani.— A  class of people whose duty was during the 
native reign to supply the State with cotton thread [Sibsdgar].

K athani.— Tree-forest [Assam Proper].
K atha .— A land-measure equal to l-5th of a bighd, or 

2,880 square feet, in Assam, and l-20th of a bighd in Sylhet.
It is pronounced Katha in Assam.

1C att.— A measure for rice, paddy, oil-seeds, and grain of 
all kinds. It is an oval basket roughly stated to be 16 fingers 
breadth, measured round the oval. The Kdti contains 2 seers 
and 2 chhataks, or 5 ib ozs., Troy weight [Cachar].

Kear or Kedah.— A  land-measure equal to l-12th of a 
hdl or kulbd [ Cachar and Sylhet] .

Ivewlia.—  Vide “ Bhakat. ’
K hari-KAt iA —  A class of people whose duty was during 

the native reign to supply fuel [Sibsdgar].
KhariicA-taniA.— A house-tax in Kamrup levied on the 

paiks by the Ahum Government. By us it was assessed on 
farmers' of land, latterly, or previous to its abolition, at four 
rates, on a valuation of the cattle of the farmers:

Es. As. P.

First Class ... .■* ••• 3 0 0
Second „ ... ... ... 2 0 0
Third „ ........................... 1 0 0
Fourth „ ... ... ••• 0 12 0

Kiiamar. —J and originally waste, but which, having 
ben  brought into cultivation, are retained by the landlords in 
their own hands, and are cultivated on their account, or are let 
out at a grain rent [Sylhet].
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K kAnAbAri.— L ands granted for the residence or home

steads of respectable persons. These have been resumed and 
permanently-settled. It now signifies a dwelling-place of a 
zamind&r, mirasddr, or talukdar, and the ground about it 
[Sylhet] .

KhanA ShumAri.— A  written statement o f the number o f 
houses in a village or town; a census o f the population.

K hAond.— A person whose duty was similar to that of a 
Kataki sent to foreign Courts [Assam Proper].

K hArijdAkhil.— See “  Ddkkhil kharij.”
K iiAs-iiAl.— T he name o f a revenue-free tenure in pargand 

Baniachung. It is included, free o f assessment, in the decennial 
settlement with the zarnindars. Accurately, lands given 
revenue-free to people living around a zemindar’s dwelling- 
place in consideration o f certain services to be done to him 
[Sylhet].

K hAs HAlAbAdi.— A  portion o f the permanently-settled 
halabadi-taluks purchased by Government at auctions for arrears 
o f revenue, and subsequently sold to private individuals at a 
revenue fixed in perpetuity [Sylhet].

KnAs Mud Aim.— Permanently-settled estates other than 
halabadi, purchased by Government, and re-sold to private 
individuals at revenue fixed in perpetuity [Sylhyt] .

IvhAt .— A farm. An estate situated generally at a dis
tance from the family residence o f tlie proprietor, and cultivated 
on his account by his own servants [or slaves in the time o f the 
Assam Rajahs], or by ryots. After the paddy has been reaped, 
it is stored in the khat, and the proprietor brings it away in 
small quantities for his use, as required. The proprietor’s cattle 
are always kept at the khat [Assam Proper].

K hat [N aga] .— Small patches o f land that have been held 
revenue-free by the Naga tribes, and are cultivated for them by * 
the Katakis [Sibsugar].

K hAtaniAr.— Head of all the servants o f a Gosain 
[Assam Proper].

IvixAtA.— A  ledger kept by a trader.
K hAtoAl .— A  class of people serving in royal farms 

[Sib* agar].
K hedA.— A n enclosure in which wild elephants are caught.
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Khel [iVz Assaw: Proper].— A class, clan, or division of 
people. The term is confined to the districts of Sibsdgar and 
Lakhimpur, and, to a smaller extent, in Darrang. The officers 
in a khel were—

First.—Plmkan, or Barua. Fifth.—Bara.
Second.—Rajkhowa. Sixth.—D oh u ti a.
Third.—Hazarika. Seventh.—Barik.

Fourth.— Saikia.
There was also a writer, or kakoti, in some of the khels.
(In Cachar).— A corporation of villages, which, in the time 

of the Native rulers, were jointly and severally liable for the 
payment of their revenue. The men of standing in a khel 
were—

First.—Chaudhari. fourth.-— Barbhuiyd.
Second.—Majumdar. Fi/th .—Majarbbuiya.
Third.—Laskar.

Bv khel was also understood the part of a village which 
had to render particular service to the Rajah, or the rent of 
which was appropriated to the use of a particular member of 
the Royal family or other persons of rank.

K helm A.— The great khel, the revenue of which was ap
propriated by the Rajah [C a ch a r],

Kheraj.— Government revenue [Sylhet], Rent-paying 
land [Assam Proper'].

Kheraj KhAt .— An estate similar to a cliamud in Lower 
Assam [Darrang and Lakhimpur].

Khet.— One of several plots of land of a paddy-field marked
by ails [Sylhet.].

K hilat .— A n article of costume presented by the ruling 
or superior authority to an inferior as a mark of distinction.

Khud-kasht.— A resident tenant or cultivator [Sylhet].
Khuli.— Salt wells [Cachar].
KhusbAs.— A description of revenue-free lands in Sylhet. 

These are included, free of assessment, in the decennial settle
ment. with the zatninddrs [Sylhet],

’ K hutA.— A house-tax in the Gdro Hills. It was first 
imposed by Mahendra Xdrain, zaminddr of Karoibdri.

KhutAgAri.— Toll paid to zamindars for permission to 
anchor boats on their lands [G o d lp C  a ].



K hutiyan.— A  ledger; on account-book, in wliich are 
entered under distinct and appropriate heads the several items, 
first entered in a day-book or field-book, especially a statement 
showing the land held by each tenant of an estate or mauzd.

Kjst.— Instalment of the annual assessment payable at 
a stated time.

K ist b a n d i.— A  schedule showing the dates and amounts 
of instalments payable by a tenant, debtor, &c.

Kukura Sua.— Revenue peons under Assam Kings 
[Sibsagar].

Kulba.— Same as “  Hal."
Kunki.—  A female elephant used for catching wild ones.
K utnWar.— The descendant o f a Kuch Rajah. The descen

dants of Ahom kings were also called Kunwars [Assam Valley 
Districts] .

Kunwari.— A wife of an Assam king [Assam Proper).

Kuri.— The last pool left in a Bheel or Haor. in dry/season 
[ Cachar] .

K ursin am a .— A genealogical-tree or table.
Kuzamin.— Lands once cultivated and afterwards allowed 

to remain waste [Cachar],
L am barbardAsh t .— Halabridi estates first settled perma

nently, and subsequently struck off the revenue-roll in conse
quence of there being no assets, and brought under klias 
management. When these again yielded some profits under 
khas management they were re-settled temporarily^ under the 
11am Rules [Sylhet].

L a sk a r .— A title obtained by landholders from the former 
Rajahs, when independent, by payment of a fee o f Rs. CO 
lCachar]. A  headman of a village or circle of villages exercis

ing certain petty judicial powers' and collecting Government 
revenue [Gdro Hills],

L ag.— A range of bills [ Cachar'].
L a-kheraj.— Land held free of payment o f revenue.
L a-kherajdar. Holder of an estate free from revenue.
L atba nd i.— A list showing the particulars of an estate 

or article put up for auction, and the amounts bid for it.
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L a xia l , or LAt iw Ala— A. mercenary, a man hired for 
fighting with a Lad or club [Sylhet].

L echa ok L ochA, or Lessa ok LAssA.— A land-measure 
equal to 144 square feet, or one square tar [Assam Proper].

.LukmA, A  village headman subordinate to the Laskar 
[ Garo Hills] .

L yngdoh .— A  village priest who has a seat in the council 
of dalais for the trial of judicial cases [Jamtid Hills]. A  
sacrificial soothsayer, who in some places presides over com
munity as headman [Khdsi and .Jaintici Hills].

M adadmAsh .— Land granted for the maintenance of cer
tain Mahomedans, This includes “ Madressd” lands, granted 
for the maintenance of Persian teachers and their students
[Sylhet].

MadatkhAnA.— A  house where opium is smoked.
M afassil .— Beyond head-quarters; interior of a district or 

sub-division.
M ah AJAR.— A sanad of lands granted by the Assam 

Rajahs, but written on paper, not on copper-plates [As^awi 
Proper].

M ahallA.— D ivision of a tow n ; a quarter; a ward
[Sylhet].

M a h an ta , or M ohunt.—Head of a Shastra smaller than 
that of a Gosain [AtQOm Proper]. In Sylhet, head of an 
Akra (a place of worship of the Baisnabs).

MahAdevi JurAi.— Estates part of the revenue of which 
was received by the Mah&rani, or the first wife of the Rajah, 
[Cachar],

MahAjan. —(1) Head of a Shastra smaller than even that 
o f a Mahanta [Assam Proper]. (2 ) A  money-lender. A 
merchant.

MahAjani.—The profession of a money-lender, &c.
[Sylhet].

MajumdAr.—A  title which was granted by the Native 
rulers on payment of Us. 75 [Cachar]. Ibis is also a title in 
As-arn. There were two majumdars under A horn sovereigns, one 
with the lot jab and the other under the Barphukan at Gauliati.

MaJumadAk. —A Native Revenue Accountant, now a 
hereditary family tide [Sylhet].
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M an, or Maund.— A measure o f -weight equal to 40 seers.
M a n d a l .— An officer of Government subordinate to a 

mauzadar, whom it is his duty to assist generally [Assam 
Proper']. A  collector of rent under a zamindar [Sylhet and 
Godfpdra]. In Sylhet a mandal is corruptly called Maral. 
Also a village chaukidar in Cachar, and sometimes in Sylhet.

Mantri.— Minister o f a lvhasi chief. An adviser in 
general.

Maral.— A headman of the potter caste [ Cachar].
M a s h a k a BHi .— A  farming lease of lands given by a land

holder to a cultivator at a fixed annual rent for a fixed period 
[Sylhet J.

Maulvi.— A  Mahomedan learned man.
Mauza.— A  village. A  parcel or parcels of land having a 

distinct name in the revenue records, and o f known limits. But 
in Assam Proper a mauza is a fiscal division of a district, and 
means a circle of villages forming the jurisdiction o f an officer 
styled mauzadar. In Cachar the following six khels are also 
called mau/.as (1 ) j ’ aikan, (2 ) Bishnughar, (3 ) Dhumkar, 
(4 ) Bhisingsd, (5 ) Barjurai, and (6 ) Shangjurai.

Mauzadar.— A n officer in charge o f a mauza or a native 
Collector of Revenue, answering to a Tehsildiir in the North- 
Western and Central Provinces, and a Mamlatdar in Mysore, 
but exercising no judicial powers [Assam Proper].

Majarbhulya.— A  title obtained from the Native rulers 
in former days by a payment o' Rs. 25 f Cachar

Majuli.— A n island in the River Brahmaputra [NMvM/m-].
MalikAna .— T he proprietary allowance. Also price o f 

land sold.
Manmati.— “  Mdn,” respect, and “ MAti,”  land; hence, 

land '’ ranted to persons of rank, or respectable peisons. Bands 
granted revenue-free for the performance o f certain services 
[Assetm Proper].

M a t  a b b  a r .— The elders or chief men of a Ivhdsi village.
M edhi.— A  spiritual teacher and adviser o f the Assamese, 

■whose religious functions are similar to those of a Gosain, but 
holding apposition subordinate to the latter [Rdmrup],  ̂In 
iNowffono- the chief duty of a medhi is to collect t.h<- G-»ain’s 
taxes the same, in fact, as that of a. Siijtola. In Upp1 1 As-sain

GLOSSARY OF VERNACULAR TERMS.



% $%
— > '2 4  GLOSSARY OF VERNACULAR TERMS.. ■̂vs_̂ yr

a medhi is the headman, of a village community with regard to 
religious functions appointed by a Gosain, Mahanta, or Malid- 
jan. He is subordinate to a Barmedhi.

M ela Sikar.— A process of catching wild elephants by 
running them down with tame elephants and nopsing without 
enclosing any portion of jangal.

M ezankuri.— Silk of the worms fed on the tree called 
Adakuri ( Tetranthmi Quadritolia Rom.). It is finer than muga 
[Sibsdgar and Lakhimpur].

M iran.— Fees formerly paid to a Nazir for serving processes.
M iras.— Inheritance. Inherited property. • In Sylhet and 

Cachar a class of small tenure.
Miras da it.— A holder of more than one hal, or about five 

acres of land [Cachar]. A landholder [Sylhet].
M oharana.— Property, or money promised to be paid by a 

Mahomedan husband to his wife at the time of his marriage.
M olla.— A  Mahomedan lawyer or learned man.
M udiar.— Same as Bhanrdli, but belonging to a larger 

temple | Lower Assam'].
M uga,— A coarse kind of silk, the produce of a worm fed 

on the following trees:— (1) Sum ( 7etrunthera lancifolia, Roxb.). 
(2) Sondlu ( Tetranthera viacrophylla, R>xb.), (3) Champa 
(Michelia pulneyensis, R. Wight), the silk of the worms fed on 
this tree is held in the same estimation as the mezankuri, (4 )  
Diglati (Tetranthera Diglotti Hamilton), (5) Pdtishunda (Lawns 
obtasifolia, Roxb.) [Assam Proper and Sylhet].

MukhtAr.— The mouthpiece of a khel. They were the 
first agency employed by our Government in the collection of 
revenue, and used to receive a “dasturi” of 2 or 3 annas from 
each mirasdar, and subsequently fi j  per cent, on their collections. 
Superseded by Tehsildsirs in 1843. An attorney [Cachar]'. 
An attorney is known a3 a Mukhtar in also Sylhet and Assam 
Proper.

M ukna .— A male elephant without tusks.
MULANIJAR.— Same as ckukaniddr. A term now obsolete 

[Goalpara].
M unshik vn/v.—Current vernacular office [Sylhet].
Munsif*— A Native Civil Judge of the lower grade.



N a l .— Literally, a “ reed.” A  rod to measure lands with, 
length 12 feet ( Sylhet and Cachar).

N a z a r a n a .— Tribute; also presents given on succession.
N a z a r a n a  M a h a l .— Garo villages which used to pay 

tribute to the Government when they were independent {Garo 
Hills).

N azreh  Im am .— A  description of cheraghi lands [Sylhet].

N a z u l i.— An adjective applied to.unclaimed property 
[Sylhet] .

N am gh ar .— A  house in which Ndmkirttan is held by the 
Hindus (Assam *'Proper).

N a m k ir t t a n .— Prayers and singing in praise of the god 
Vishnu (Assam Proper).

N an k a r .— Land granted for the support o f a family or 
person not being a Brahmin.

Nankar Ivanungo.— Sendee lands granted to the kdnun- 
gos, who were the principal revenue officers under the 
Mahomedan rule. This class includes Rastim Jarain lands 
obtained by the kdnungos for becoming sureties for other 
persons ( Sylhet).

N ankar  P atw arigirt .— Service lands granted to the par- 
gand pdtwdris, and resumed on their abolition in. 1835 [Sylhet].

N ankar  Z a m in d a r i.— A description of revenue-free tenure. 
These lands were included, free o f assessment, in the decennial 
settlement with certain zaminddrs [Sylhet].

N a r a y a n i R upee.— A  rupee coined in Kuch Be.har, and 
formerly current in Assam, 17-25ths o f a Government, rupee in 
value [Assam Valley Districts].

N a zir .— T he head of the process-serving department in an 
office.

N ij-Jot.— L ands retained by the proprietor himself to 
cultivate on his own account (Sylhet and Cachar).

N ik ha— A widow marriage by a Mahomedan (Sylhet. 
Cachar, and Assam Proper).

N isf K herajdar.— Holder o f lands paying hall revenue 
(Assam Proper).

Nogcd.— A  khel the rents o f which were approprir ted by 
the Rdjah (Cachar).

u
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Noktt Luma.— A khelthe rents of which were appropriated 
by the Rajah’s fourth daughter [Cachar],

Ojha, or Oja .— A native physician. Also a teacher or a 
Guru Mahdsay, often called Ojha Tliakur in Sylhet. In Assam 
the word Oja is known and means teacher, head blacksmith, 
barber, headman of a baud of singers, an exorciser or physician 
who professes to cure by incantations.

Pa ciiw a i.— Intoxicating drink prepared from the fermen
tation of rice or other grains steeped in water.

Panchayet .— A native court of arbitration.
Pardanishin .— A  woman who does not appear in public, 

but remains behind the curtain [Sylhet].
Pargana.— A tract of country comprising many villages 

[Cachar, Sylhet, and Godlpdra].
P arja.— Theoretically a tenant-at-will. The parjd pays 

in kind half the produce of his fields to the jotdar, his landlord.
The seed, and often the ploughs and animal labour, are lent by 
the landlord [Gumd, Eastern Guars, Godlpdra] .

Parw ana .—  A  document containing a direction or order.
P ath ar .—  A paddy-field or a tract of low rice land 

annually submerged. It is this land which is called rupit 
\As±ani Proper] .

Pa t ik a .— A  land measure equal to l-80th of a biglid
[Sylhet) .

Pa tn i.— .Name of an under-tenure. Ihese tenures com
prise lands of permanently-settled estates granted bŷ  the 
mirnsdars on receipt of money in the shape of “ selami. ’
The holder of a patni pays the'Government revenue through 
the mirasdiir. For oeeubarities of these tenures, see Regulation 
VIII. of 1819 [Sylhet].

Patta .— Lease. A  document given by the landlord to a 
tenant, setting forth the particulars ox the land leased to him, 
the terms and period of the settlement, and the amount of 
revenue or rent payable by him.

Pa ir .— A serf or servant of a temple who has to pay 
half-rent of the land held by him, and, in consideration of the 
other moeity, has to serve in the temple for a certain portion of 
the year Proper'].

Pa i k a n .... Lands held by a class of servants of a temple,
who are styled pinks. In consideration of the land they enjey,

f£f )| <SL
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they are bound to render certain service in the temple [ Assam 
Proper].

Paikasht.— A  man cultivating lands in a village in which 
he does not reside [Sylhet]. A  non-resident sub-tenant. Also 
used o f a sub-tenant o f Jalkar or Bankar holding [Co,char].

PAilA— A paddy measure, equal to from 48 to 64 maunds
[Sylhet].

P ali.— A  paddy measure equal to from 20 to 34 seers 
[ W e t ] ,

P am.— Temporary occupation o f alluvial lands for cultiva
tion o f cold-weather crop. An out-farm [ Assam Proper] .

' P anchira.— Divorce by tearing a pan-leaf asunder in the 
presence o f witnesses, the man and woman each holding a side 
o f the leaf [Assam Pi ope)'].

P anda.— The presiding priest o f a temple.
Pangjurai.— T he khel the rents o f which were appro

priated by the Rajah’s younger brother [Cachar].
P anjali.— He who traces by marks or footstep* the where

abouts o f a wild beast, generally a tiger [Sylhet].
Panji— Spike o f bamboo, sometimes poisoned, stuck in the 

ground for the purpose o f defending village roads, &.C., and 
preventing the approach o f an enemy all hill tribes].

Para.— A part of a village or town, sometimes also an 
outlying suburb [ Sylhet].

P'Ithar.— A subordinate officer in the -Taintid Hills, 
answering very nearly to the mnndal in Assam Proper. A’ 
respectable Ivhasia in pargands Uttar K;ich and Dakhin ICach, 
in Sylhet.

P atrajurat.— The khel the rents of which were appro
priated by the Rajah’s Minister [ ( A char].

P atwaki.— A  native collector o f revenue [Sylhet],

PAwA or P oA.— Quarter o f a seer.
R erAkAgaz or P krakakat.— Record o f a survey of all 

the lands in Assam, made during the reign of Rajah Shib Sing 
(A .D . 1742-43). It contains a register o f all ld-kheraj lands 
granted up to date o f its completion. It* is called pertfkagaz 
because it used to be kept in a box, or u porti l '-am 
Proper].

»
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Petaotaluk.— A holding subordinate to a taluk [Sylhet],
Pew h ah .— A Nagd chief [JSdga Hills].
P h a l i.— A copper plate on which a sanad of lands granted 

by the Ahom kings used to be inscribed [Assam, Proper].
Phalkar.— Profits or produce of an estate derivable from 

fruit-trees growing on it [Sylhet].
Pharingati, commonly spelt Fakingati.— High culturable 

land which is usually cultivated for two or three years in 
succession and left uncultivated for one year, and then again 
taken up and cultivated as before [Assam Proper].

Ph atik a .— A native spirit made from molasses [Assam 
Proper].

P han .— A noose or lasso used by elephant-catchers to 
catch wild elephants.

P h ali.— A line cut through either forest or grass jangai 
for any purpose [Cachar].

P h e r a— T he waist ropes of a kunki elephant to which 
the phan or noose is attached.

P hukan .— The chief officer of a khel under the Ahom 
Government [Assam Proper].

Pirpal.— Lands granted for the maintenance of a Maho- 
medan temple. Literally lands dedicated to a Alahomedan 
prophet [Pi>'].

Posa.— Allowances paid annually to certain hill tribes in
habiting the hills on the northern frontier o f Assam border
ing Darning and Lakhimpur on account of commuted blackmail, 
or in consideration of the abandonment by them of their 
claims with regard to certain Duiirs. In Darning the allowances 
are paid to the Dallas, Dim this, and Akdrs, and in Lakhimpur to 
the Abors [ Darning and Lakhimpur] .

Pxjajai.— Record of a census of the adult male population 
taken in the year 1135 (P>. S.), A. D. 1728-29, under the orders 
of Rajah Stub Singh [Assam Proper],

P im \ri— A sacrificing priest. One who conducts public 
word up in a temple. • Also a class of priests subordinate to the 
family priests.

P ung.— A salt-water spring [Sibsdgar and Lakhimpur].
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P unji.— F rom the Bengali word “ Panja,” meaning a 
cluster o f huts, hence by corruption “ Punji,” a village [ CacJtar, 
Khasi and Jaintid Hills].

P ur a h it .— *4. family priest.
P ura.— In land measure a purd is equal to 4 biglias, and 

in grain measure to 4 dons [Ast-am Proper']. A  grain 
measure equal to from 7 'to 1G seers [Sylhet].

Rasumjamin.— L ands granted to kdnungos for becoming- 
sureties o f other persons. This is now included under the head 
“  Flank dr Kanungoe” [Sylhet].

R aj.— A  corporation with which a block o f land used to 
be settled during the time o f native rulers. A raj consisted 
o f several khels, each o f which might be called upon to pay 
for the whole rap If a khel failed to pay its revenue, the raj 
was bound to take its lands, no outsiders could be admitted. 
This word is used by the Cdchdris o f the hills in the sense of 
village [LacAar]. A  Panclniyet who dispose of disputes, 
social questions, &c., in Jantid [Sylhet].

RAjkhojvA.— A head officer of a khel next to Phukan and 
Barud. A  Rdjkhowd had the command of 3,000 men. The 
Rajkbowds usually attended courts, and were employed as 
umpires to settle disputes, as well as to superintend any public 
works for the king [Assam ProperJ.

R ajmedhi.— A  chief medhi living with a Gosdin in shastra 
and presiding over more than one Bar medhi [Assam Proper].

R ani.— The with o f a Rajah. A  female sovereign. A  title 
o f honour for a female.

R azinama.— A  deed o f compromise by which the plaintiff’ 
or prosecutor acknowledges that he has been satisfied by the 
defendant. The execution of a Rdzindmd implies ail amicable 
settlement ol\a dispute.

R ekh.— A  land measure equal to l-4tb o f ajaitli [Cachar 
and Sylhet],

R iasat .— An under-tenure in an estate in pargand 
Dowddi created since the permanent settlement. The holders 
o f these tenures used to pay their zaminddrs a fixed rent, that 
is the Government revenue, plus 5-3*2nds o f Government 
revenue as the mdlikdnd of the zaminddr But the zaminddr 

* o f a portion of the estate having relinquished his rights and
interests in these under-tenures, the tenure-holders pa)- now the
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Government revenue of their share direct into the Government 
treasury. Also a term of honour [Sylhet].

B ozina .— Lands granted for the maintenance of certain 
Mahomedans. Resumed and permanently-settled [Sylhet].

Rupit.— Low paddy land [Assam Proper'].

R yot, or R aiyat.— Holder of a small estate, of which the 
revenue is paid through the manzadar. A  ryot generally 
cultivates and occupies his land, and caniret be ousted o f his 
land as long as he pays in his revenue [Assam Proper]. A 
tenant by the year, who pays to the jotddr a yearly money-rent 
for the land held by him [Guma, Eastern Duars, Godlvdra].
A tenant who pays rent to the landlord and resides on the latter’s 
land [Sylhet and Cackar].

Sadar Jama.— The revenue payable to Government 
[Sylhet and Cachar].

Saikia.— An officer in a khel over 100 paiks [Assam
Proper] .

Sa n a d .— A grant, a patent, or a document oonveying to 
an individual titles, privileges, offices, or Government rights to 
revenue from land, &c., under the seal of the ruling authority.

San Jurai.— Estates a portion of the revenue of which 
was paid to the brother of the Rajah. The remainder was paid 
to the Rajah [Cachar].

Sankar.— Am estate the revenue of which is levied from 
the thatching-grass [san] grown on it [Goalpara].

Saranjam i.— Deduction on account of charges of collecting 
the revenue or other contingent or incidental expenses [Sylhet 
and Gdro Hills] .

Sa r b a r a h k a r— [1] Alanager of an estate for minors or 
disqualified proprietors. [2] A collector of rent under the 
zamindars in Banidchung. A Sarbarahkar is often called a 
Sark dr [Sylhet].

Sard  a r [Sirdar] .— Chief of a Khasi State lower in rank 
than a Seim, and is usually appointed by local authorities 
[Khdsi Hills], The headman of palki-bearers, a bearer, specially 
when employed by a European gentleman [Sylhet] .

S arkar .— The Government, the State, the supreme autho
rity or administration, a landlord, a proprietor. Also a native 
servant who keeps the household accounts, and receives and
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disburses money for his employer. Also a merchant clerk in 
Sylhet and Goalpara.

Sa r k a r i.— Relating or belonging to the Sarkdr.
S a t r a , or S h a s t r a .— A Hindu shrine. The head

quarters of a Gosdin, or Bishop [Assam  Proper] .
S a t r a n ji.— A  cotton carpet.

Sail  B u r a .— A  he best of the Bura paddy, see “ Bura” 
[Sylhet].

, . Sajn io a r .— A  cultivator who ploughs the lands of another 
cultivator at a contract salary, either in cash or in kind [Sylhet].

Sajtola.— A n officer o f a shastra whose duties are the 
same as those o f a Barmedhi [Assam Proper] .

Sajw a l , or Sa j a w a l .— A n Administrator, a native 
collector of revenue specially appointed to collect the revenue 
of an estate from the management o f which the farmer has been 
removed.

S alt, o r  Sa il .— “Winter rice crop [Assam  Proper, Sylhet, 
and Caehar] .

Sega B a k h tia r  S in g h .— Lands granted to Bakhtiar 
Singh [SjMeJ]".

Sega H atim  K h a n .— See “  Gaerbandobasti.” [Sylhet].
S ega H im m at  K iian .— A description o f cherdgi land. It 

has been resumed and permanently-settled [Sylhet] .
S ega M ahomed  A li K h a n .— Lands granted to one 

Mahomed Ali, on condition o f his assisting the Government in 
the defence o f the frontier [ Sylhet] .

S e im .— A Khasi democratic chief [Khasi Hills],
Ser , or Seer .— A  weight about 2 lb, varying from 60 to 

90 toldhs.
Se v ac h alw a .— Supervisor o f the worship o f a temple 

[Assam Froper] .
S iia f a - at , or H a k  Siia f a .— A suit to set aside a sale of 

landed property on the ground of the plaintiff ha\ ing the right 
o f pre-emption [Sylhet] .

Sh angjURa i.— The khel the rents uf which were appro
priated by the Rajah’s elder brother [Cachar] .

Shara.— The Mahomeddn law.
S harah, or Sara .— A peon under a mauzdddr [Kdmnip],
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Shraddh.— An obsequial ceremony, in which food and 
water are offered to the deceased ancestors of the sacrificer, or 
to the pitris or manes, collectively.

Sikmi, or Shiicmi.— Same as chit-taluk.
Sikni.— Lands granted for the purchase of articles of food 

offered b} the Mahomeddns to their god, Firs and Imams. All 
sirni lands have been resumed and permanently-settled 
[Sylhet] .

Sota, or Sootee, Su ti.— A small branch of a navigable 
river.

Sowar [in Upper Assam Sopakar] .— Bhog R andhuni. —
A Brahmin cook in a Hindu temple [Assam Proper'].

Srljukta.— A title prefixed to the name of a gentleman.

Srim ati.— A title prefixed to the name of a Hindu lady.
S riman.— A title prefixed to the name of a Hindu 

younger gentleman.
Suji.— The flour ground from the heart of the wheat.
Surras.— One who is exempted from being begdr by the 

zamindar, but is liable to work as a peon, &c. [Godlpdra],
T an k h a , or Mujra i.— Lands held by a servant of the 

Amil, on condition of keeping up a certain number of archers,
&c., for the service of the Government. These have been 
resumed and permanently-settled [Sylhet|.

T auji.— A revenue-roll showing, under the name of each 
payer of revenue, the total amount as it falls due, by 
instalments.

T ahutdab.— A class of Ijdrdddr, especially in Dharam- 
pdsd Lldkd [Sylhet] Contractor [Khd.si Hdlq].

T aluk , or TAluq.— Connection, a property, a manor, an 
estate, applied to a tract of proprietary land usually smaller 
than a zaminddri [Sylhet].

T alukuar.— Holder of a tAluk.
T angoxi.— A term answering to a pargand [Sibsagar]. 

angoni K ak ati.— A fiscal officer under Aliom sovereigns 
having charge of a Tdngoni [Sibs&gar].

T ar.— A measure of length equal to 12 feet [Assam 
Proper].
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T eh sildAe .— A  native officer who collects the revenue, 
furnishes boats, coolies, and provisions when required, super
vises the chaukiddrs, keeps mortality records, and furnishes 
returns of various kinds \_Cachar],

T er ij .— An abstract in which the fields or plots o f land 
held by each tenant are grouped together.

T iia l g a t .— Toll levied by zaminddr for stacking timbers 
on their lands. The legality o f these collections is doubtful 
[ Godlpdra].

T hakbast.— L aying down a boundary, fixing the limits o f 
estates by a native surveyor, preparatory to a professional sur- 
vey by a European officer.

T ilI .— A  small hillock [Sylhet, Cachar, and Goulpdra].

T ola .— A  weight equal to one rupee. A  tax levied by  
zamindars from hats, frequently paid in kind.

T ola .— T he part of a town inhabited by persons of any 
particular occupation [Sylhet].

T opkhana .— Lands granted to artillerymen in the Nabob’s 
time, which have been resumed and permanently-settled 
[Sylhet].

T o sh a kh an a .— A  store-room in which articles intended to 
be given out as presents to native chiefs and hill tribes are 
kept. Also store-rooms of zamindars.

T o w f ir .— New or omitted land liable to assessment of 
revenue [Sylhet].

T uccavi.— A dvance of money made to zarainddrs or ryots, 
to assist them in carrying on their cultivation.

U l u a n i.— A tract where “ Ulu”  grass grows. In Godlpdra 
called “ Ulubdri.”

U m edw ar .—-A candidate for employment.
U tbandi.— A  list showing the names o f the holders o f 

Hdzirdn tenures in pargand < 'howalish, and the revenue pay
able by each. This list was prepared at the tirue o f the perma
nent settlement o f the original estate [yv/z/W].

W ahadadar.— A  corruption o f the Hindustani word 
Uhdddar, derived from “ t hd d” (an office) and “ ddr" (holler).
A  name given to eacli of the members of the council of judges 
of the Sheila confederacy [Kh rsi f id/].
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Zamindar.— Holder of a large estate or estates on a fixed 
assessment \_Sylhet and Godlpdra].

Z a n a n a , or J an  an a .— The female apartments; the females 
of a family, also a wife [Sylhct and Ca char].

Z ila .— A  part, a division, a district, generally a tract of 
country constituting the jurisdiction of a Deputy-Commissioner, 
but in'Sylhet a fiscal sub-division, formerly under a Patwari.
In Cachar “ zila” means the sadar station,
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