—-——

VERNACULAR TERMS

o A @L

GLOSSARY
% U

oF

Ordinarily used in Official Correspondence

PROVINCE OF ASSAM

f}f

Compiled in the Assam Secreta;hat Office.

SHILLONG:
PRINTED AT THE ASSAM SECRETARIAT PRESS,
y
W

1879. "



L,

GLOSSARY OF VERNACULAR TERMS.

IN. B.—When & word is used in a particular district or districts, the name of such
district or districts has been specified.]

ApmaikAr.—The head of a shastra or shrine [ Assam Proper].
Adhikdr: in Godlpéra and Sylbet.

Apard.—Tenure held by a person who cultivates for the
proprietor and gives half of the produce to him [ Godlpdra].

Agv.—Rainy-weather crop. It is of two kinds, wiz, |
Dhuli4 and Pharm4. The former is reaped in July-August,
and the latter in September-October [Assam Proper].

Anv, Aus, or Asau.—Rainy-weather crop, so called from
the fact of its growing rapidly. Sown in March and April and
reaped in July to September. Grown on high lands [Sylhet].

AxrRA.—A place of worship of the Baishnabs, or followers

of the Hindu deity Bishnu. It also means a gymnasium
[Sylhet]. ‘

Ari.—A ridge of earth. A road, in contradistinction to
“Bat,” a pathway. A high road constructed by the Ahom or
Kuch sovereigns. Alis are well raised, and served as bunds
against the encroachment of the rivers. One of these Alis,
called Gohdain Komld Al is said to have extended from Kuch
Behar to Sadiya; and another, called Dhodar Ali, extending from
Némrup, a place above Jaipur, to Gauhati [Assam Proper].
A ridge of earth in the paddy-fields, to serve as boundaries,

- sometimes called “Ail” [Sylket and Cachar].

AvarNAMA.—A written authority to take possession of
land.

AuvaN.—Rice crop sown in February-March in Cachar
and in March-April in Sylhet, and reaped in November-Decem-
ber. Grown on low lands [Sylhet and Cachar]. A

_Awin.—The title of the Mahomedan Governor of Sylhet,
locally called Nabob or Nawéb.
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[N. B.—When & word is used in a particular district or districts, the name of such
district or districts has been specified.]

Apnrgir.—The head of a shastra or shrine [ Assam Proper |.
Adhikdr: in Goélpéra and Sylhet.

Apnid.—Tenure held by a person who cultivates for the
proprietor and gives half of the produce to him [ Godlpira].

Anv.—Rainy-weather crop. It is of two kinds, wiz,
Dhuli4 and Pharm4. The former is reaped in July-August,
and the latter in September-October [Assam Proper].

Anv, Aus, or Asau.—Rainy-weather crop, so called from
the fact of its growing rapidly. Sown in March and April and
reaped in July to September. Grown on high lands [ Sylhet].

AxrA.—A place of worship of the Baishnabs, or followers
of the Hindu deity Bishnu. It also means a gymnasium
[Sylhet]. -

Ari—A ridge of earth. A road, in contradistinction to
“Bat,” a pathway. A high road constructed by the Ahom or
Kuch sovereigns. Alis are well raised, and served as bunds
against the encroachment of the rivers. One of these Alis,
called Gohain Komla Ali, is said to have extended from Kuch
Behar to Sadiya; and another, called Diodar Ali, extending from

i Némrup, a place above Jaipur, to Gauhéti [Assam Proper].
A ridge of earth in the paddy-fields, to serve as boundaries,
- sometimes called “Ail” [Sylhet and Cachar].

AvanNiMA.—A written authority to take possession of
land.

Awvaxn.—Rice crop sown in February-March in Cachar
and in March-April in Sylhet, and reaped in November-Decem-
ber. Grown on low lands [Sylhet and Cachar]. 5

_Awvi.—The title of the Mahomedan Governor of Sylhet,
locally called Nabob or Nawéb.
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Amin.—A Native Surveyor or Commissioner, employed in
" local inquiries. :

ANuA. —A large lake, once a stream, but afterwards closed
[ Cachar]. »

AsauLn LuMA.—The name of a khel, the rents of which
used to be appropriated by the Rajah’s third daughter
[ Cachar].

ArpaHARIA.—One of eight persons who serve by turns
in a Hindu temple day and night [ Assam Proper].

BapMAs.—A man having a bad livelihood [Sylhet,
Cachar, and Godlpdra]. .

Bagsud.—Lands held revenue-free under the gift of the
Rajah and confirmed by British Government [ Cuchar].

Baxkar.—Rent levied on bamboos, trees, &c., grown on
the land [Sylhet, Godlpdra].

BarA.—The designation of an officer over twenty paiks -
in a khel [Assam Proper]. '

BarBarUA.—The fourth Prime Minister and chief judi-
cial officer of an Ahom sovereign [Assam Proper].

BarBuuwA.—A title obtained by a mirdsd4r from the
former native rulers by a payment of Rs. 50 [ Cachan].

Barbrurl (or BAr DErorr).—A Brahmin who performs
the worship of an idol in a temple (Kdmrip). A man
engaged to distribute offerings made to an idol or in honour
of it [ Sibsdgar]. ‘

‘Bar GomAin.—The sgecond Prime Minister and chief
judicial officer of an Ahom sovereign [ Assam Proper].

Bart—High land [Assam and Godlpdra].

Barid.—One who marries a Brahmin widow [ Godlpdra].

Barigk.—A petty village chief presiding over five paiks
[Assam Proper].

GLOSSARY OF VERNACULAR TERMS.

Barsurir—A khel, one-fourth share of the rents of which
was received by the Rédni, and the remaining three-fourths went
to the Rajah [ Cachar].

BarkAgATI.— One of the eicht head accountants or fiscal
officers of an Ahom sovereign [ Assam Proper].

Barmepnr.— An officer of a shastra who collects the taxes
exacted by a Gosdin from his disciples [Assam, Proper].
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Bar PArrocomAIN.—The third Prime Minister and chief
Judicial officer of an Ahom sovereign [Assam Proper].

GLOSSARY OF VERNACULAR TERMS.

Bar Pauran.—The Governor of Lower Assam under the
Ahom sovereigns [ Kdmrip]. :

BarsenAraTr—Literally Commander-in-Chief, The de-
signation of the ruler of Mattack, a portion of Lakhimpur,
which lapsed to Government on the death of the last ruler
of that title. The ruler of a portion of North Cachar was
also styled a Barsendpati. -

’ BarTHiARUrR.—Same as Dalai in Kdmrip [Darrang
g Nowqgong, Sibsdgar, and Lakhimpur].

BaruA.—The second officer in a khel under the Ahom
sovereigns. In some khels there were no Phukans, and then
the Barud was head officer. Bar Bhdnddr Barud, or Royal
Treasurer, was the first in rank among Baruds [Assam’
Proper].

Basti.—Homestead land [Assam Proper]. A village
[Sylhet]. "

BAicr {correctly BaAGr].—Primarily a sharer. Tt is now
used to mean an arrangement whereby the actual culti-
vator of a piece of land engages to give a certain share, gene-
rally a half share, of its produce to its proprietor, or any other
person claiming it under him, in consideration of money rent.
Terms vary according to time and place [Sylhet].

BAxtjAr—-A list of defaulting ryots filed by mauzddérs
for the recovery of arrears of revenue. A process for recover-
ing arrears of revenue from defaulting ryots [Assam Proper].

BAm.—Another name for Pharingati, or high land, or
land that never comes under water during the rainy season
[Assam Proper).

Bio [in Assam Proper] and BAioA [in Sylhet].—Paddy

sown broadcast on low swampy ground.

Biorarr.—Land sown with Béo, or bastard paddy. This
seed is scattered at the Aus sowing, and remains dormant
until the Aus paddy is reaped when it springs up, and on
ripening yields a fresh crop. Sometimes it is sown on the
lowest description ofland subject to heavy inundation, but the
Béo stalks have the property of growing above the water and are
sometimes even 10 feet in length; when the water subsides
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these stalks fall and interlace on the ground, but a good crop
of paddy is still reaped [Assam Proper].

GLOSSARY OF VERNACULAR TERMS.

Birt.—Garden land {Assam Proper]. Homestead land,
or a compound wherein houses are constructed for the residence
of a family [Sylhet, Cachar].

Birkr—Name of a small boat, used for conveyance of
goods and sometimes of passengers, from Thdridghds, at the
foot of the Khési Hills, to Bholdganj, in the plains of Sylhet.

BAtaLu.—A widow married to another, after her first
husband’s death (Assam Proper).

Bizyirt: MupAimvr—Revenue-free grants and lands,
which, though in the possession of individuals at the time of
the decennial settlement, were not included in that settlement,
but were subsequently resumed and permanently-settled
[Sylhet]. ‘

BizyArr: Myipr.—Invalid revenue-free holdings re-
sumed under the provisions of Regulations II. of 1819 and
IIL. of 1823 and settled temporarily [Sylhet].

Brrausart KaAxABArt.——Lands granted for the residence
or homesteads of respectable men,—Resumed and permanently
settled [Sylhet].

Bragat.—One devoted to religion. There are two classes
of Bhakats, viz., [1] Grihi and [2] Kewlid. The former has
his family and children, but the latter is bound to celibacy,
and is solely devoted to religion | Assam Proper].

BuAxRALI or BrarALL—Storekeeper [Assam Proper].

BuiGatr.—One whose duty it was to read the Shrimat
Bhégavat in a temple or shrine, but now it is a mere title of
honour | Assam FProper].

BrANpAR KAveTH.—Accountant of a temple [Assam
Proper].

Buixpirr or BmAriri—Storekeeper. Dependants of
respectable Hindu families, whose ancestors were slaves of the
old time [Sylhet]. A judicial officer of the Rajah’s Govern-
ment competent to try civil and criminal cases [Cachar], ,

Buioxi,—Native dramatic performances | Assam Proper].

Brrsingsi.—A khel, the rents of which used to be appro-
priated to the use of the idol Shysilm’u,h{lkuréni [ Cachar].

BuirA.—Raised floor [Sylhet].
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Burrr.—Timber [ Cachar]. g

BuoGpEANL—Revenue-free land, with the produce of
which the bhog [literally food] of an idol is prepared [Assam
Proper]. ) ‘

BrorA, or Baur.—Raft made of plantain-trees [Sylket and
Cachar].

BuurA.——A measure of paddy equal to 3 maunds [Sylhet].

BicrA.——A land measure, equal to 14,400 square feet.

BiL [or BageL].—An inland lake, or low marshy ground.

BiLsaaraT.—Inland lakes [not included in the decennial
settlement] naturally filled up in course of time. Resumed
and settled [Sylhetj. Low land formerly under water and
naturally filled up in course of time [Cachar].

Birmugrd.——A consolidated lease [ Syllet].

BisiA.—A land measure equal to 1-16th of a kathd, or
1-320th of a bighd [Sylhet].

BisaavA.—An officer in general, particularly applied to a
farmer of fisheries in Sibsdgar and Lakhimpur and a mauzddér
in Nowgong.

BiseNuGHAR.—A khel, the rents of which used to be
appropriated to the worship of the idol Lakshmi Nérdyan
[ Cachar] . ‘

BraamorTAR.—Lands granted for the maintenance of
Brahmins. '

Bura.—A rice crop transplanted on low and marshy lands
in December-January, and reaped in April-May. It requires
irrigation [Sylhet].

Buri Gomiry.—The first Prime Minister of an Ahom
sovereign [Assam Proper].

CisstA [rocarry KA SidsiA].—A species of Laurus, the
bark of which usually passes under the name of cinnamen. It
differs from real cinnamon chiefly in the strength of its qualities
[ Khasi and Jaintid Hills].

CuavaNTA MAsun.— Transit duty levied by zamindérs on
timbers passing down rivers. ‘This has now been prohibited
[ Godlpdra). :

CuamuAg—An estate the revenue of which is more than
Rs. 100 per annum, and which revenue is paid direct into the
Government treasury, without the intervention of the mduz4-
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DarBHANGA.—TFishing in Dals [Sylhet].

Darar, or Doror.—A chiefofficer of a temple who realizes
the rents of the temple lands [Kdmmip]. A title given by
the Ahoms to a class of Ganaks who were well versed in astro-
nomy. The chiefs of such a class of Ganaks are called Bar Dalais.
[Assam Proper]. Goldsmiths are “also called Dalais [ Upper
Assam]. An officer or headman of a small division whose
duties are very similar to those of a mauzdddr in Assam
Proper,®but who can also dispose of petty judicial work with
the aid of a council [Jaintid Hills] .

DaraNt—A tract where the aquatic ‘grass called “dal”

grows ; the usual grazing-ground of buffaloes, &ec. «[A4ssam
Proper]. -
' DartiBipr.—Literally, “newly-cultivated.” “Darl” is a
Bengali word, meaning ‘“new,” and ‘“4bddi,” a Persian word
meaning “cultivated.” Land cultivated after the conclusion
of the measurement for the regular settlement of the year
[Assam Proper].

DarraTNI.—Name of a tenure subordinate to Patni
[Sylhet].

Dassani ZamiN,—Lands paying the highest rate of assess-
ment and settled for the longest time, usually known as Réi
Béhddur's Bandobasti in 1842-43 [ Cachar]. .

Dastar.—A warrant of arrest of a revenue defaulter or
judgment debtor [Sylhet and Cachar]. '

Davur.—A statement showing the particulars of the gross
revenue leviable from an estate or mauzd, prepared by the
Deputy-Commissioner’s office kdnungo [ Assam Proper].

DAipan.—Money advanced to the growers and makers of
the articles of commerce by the purchasers, who thus gev them
cheaper [Sylhet].

DinsAvi.—Derived from two Persian words—* d4h”
[ten] and “sdl”: [year], hence “decennial.” Estates settled
decennially by Collector Mr. Willes in 1793. This settlement
included generally cultivated landst The Court of Directors
confirmed this settlement in perpetuity. In this class, certain
under-tenures ocecur, viz.:—

1.] Patni, Darpatni Jin pargand Bénidchung and *
Khelat Chandra Ghose’s estates].

[2.] Hézirdn [pargand Chow4lish].
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[8.] Redsat [pargand Dowddi].
[4.] Shikmi, or chif tdluk [pargand . Banidchung,
Sylket].
DAxuiLA.—A receipt for rent or revenue paid in.

DAREILREART.—Literally, “entering and striking out,”
applies to registering the name of one proprictor in_the Collec-
tor's books in place of another from whom the_land has been
transferred. Also transfer of money from one account to
another.

DAirA SikArR.—An act of hunting deer at night by means
of Ddld [a bamboo platter], 7.e., one man carries on his head
a Ddl4, on which a lamp is placed, and, tinkling a large bell in
each hand, he walks on moonless night over places frequented
by wild beasts, followed by one or more men behind him who
are armed with swords. Deer and other animals are so dazzled
by the light, that they remain when it comes stationary, and are
killed by the swordsmen. Occasionally there are accidents,
owing to the huntsmen coming across tiger or wild buffalo
[Assam Proper].

DAxGaRIA.—A general term applied to Assam nobles.
Particularly the first three Prime Ministers of Assam were styled
Déngarids [Assam Proper] .

DAirussarri.—Lands granted for the miintenamee and
care of the sick. These have been resumed and permanently-
settled [Sylhet].

DAvipArL.—An objection to the sale of property in execu-
tion of a decree against a third party, or to the settlement of
land in the name of a third party [Sylhet].

Deri Barui anp DexA Puukan.—Titles given to the
sons of Bar Baru4 and Bar Phukan respectively [Assam Proper].

DexAisurAr.—The khel the rents of which were appropri-
ated by the jubrdj, or heir-apparent [ Cachar].

DeNTAL [or DATAL v Sypmer].—A ‘male elephant with
tusks.

Drorr.—An officer attached to a temple, originally a gate-

~ L) o
keeper [Assam Proper]. A gate [Sylhet].

DEvorTAR, oR DEBOTTAR.—Land granted for the mainte-
nance of Hindu idols.

DewiL, or DEWALAY 08 DEVALOr—A Hindu temple.
B

)

[
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Dewirr.—A popular festival of the Hindus: The feast

of lights held on the last day of the dark half of the month of
Assin. '

GLOSSARY OF VERNACULAR TERMS.

Draxr Sendmr.—Present received by the proprietor of a
lime-quarry in consideration of measuring the contents of a
boat in which limestones are to be carried. Gratuities for
lading boats [ Khasi Hills].

DraryorTar.—Land granted for religious or charitable
purposes, such as for reading the Bhdgavat, performing the
Néam Kirttan, feeding pilgrims and travellers [ Assam Proper].

DaAvn.—Same as khal or adli, usually one that runs out
of a bheel [Cachar].

Duirr.—A class of menial servants whose duty consists in
conveying papers in the revenue and criminal cotirts [ Sylhet].

DuAriMusrAn.—Lands granted to certain zamindérs for
the purpose of supplying “dhdlis.” Some of these zamindars
having refused to furnish “dhdlis,” their estates have been

resumed, and the rest still enjoy their revenue-free tenure and

supply “dhélis” [Sylhet]. :
DuismAprsurAr.—The khel the rents of which were

appropriated by the Rajah's spiritual guide [ Cachar].

DuokrA.—Another term for Gobhid, means aperson retained
by a widow as husband [ Kdnurip].

Daoir.—A female elephant of any kind, whether wild or
tame, which has had a calf.

Duumkar.—The khel the rents of which were appropria-
ted by the Rajah’s mother [ Cucnar].

Daur.—One-twentieth part of a kdthd [ Godlpdra]. -

DisiromAr JuriAr.—Estates part of the revenue of which

was received by the femnale members of the royal family
[Cachar].

DustLumi.—The khel the rents of which were appropriated
by the Rajah’s second daughter [ Cuchar].

DosA.—A small inland lake, generally the pool of a river
which has deserted its conrse.

DorAgaor1A.—Civil court peons under Ahom sovereigns
[ Assam Proper].
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Dox, or DooN.—A measure of paddy and other grains
equal to 5 seers of 80 tolahs each. In land measure same as
bighd [Assam Proper].

Duir.—A track of wild elephants [Sylket].

Duir [Dooir or DwiRr].—A mountain-pass. Also a
term applied to a mahdl or tract of country whch lies at the
foot of the hills, and was during the latter days of the Ahom
sovereigns assigned to hill chieftains on the conditiion that the
hillmen who resorted to the plains for the purpose of bartering
their products at certain appointed hats were kept under
restraint, and the peace of the frontier preserved [Assam Proper].

Durasti [or Durasti].—Land yielding two crops [Sylhet
and Cachar]. !

Bxrasti, or Exrasti.—Land yielding one crop [Sylhet
and Cachar].
¢ Err.—A coarse silk, the produce of the worms fed princi-
pally on the leaves of the castor-oil plant [Ricinus communis
Linn.].

Erri.—A coarse silk made of the outer part of mungd
COCOONS. .

ErmivmpAr.—Dependants of respectable Musalmén fami-
lies, the same as Bhédnddries of Hindus [Sylhet].

FariNnegaTI.—See “Pharingati.” .

FiracH.—A discharge in full, given annually by a land-
lord to his -tenant for all claims against him in respect of
rent. [ Sylhet]. : ‘

FERAzL—A term applied to a sect of Mahomedan refor-
mers [ Sylhet]. '

GAERBANDOBASTL.—Lands which, though in the posses-
sion of their proprietors at the decennial settlement, were not
included in it, but were subsequently resumed. This class
includes Segah Hatim Khdn, which also remained unassessed in
1793 [Sylhet]. Unassessed lands [ Cachar].

GanesH.—A male elephant with one tusk. A Hindyg God.

GAispaRU.—Originally a young woman, but now a younger
female member of a respectable family [Assam Proper].

GipraN.—Literally, “body-money.” A term applied to
a body- or poll-tax of one rupee levied on each péik of full age.
This was levied in Nowgong and Upper Assam, and exists to
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this day in certain portions of Lakhimpur, chiefly in mauza
Ujén Nokhonkhold, where land revenue is not yet levied.
Also money paid by a suitor or his friends to the parents or
guardians of a girl promised in marriage, and which has to be
refunded in the event of the marriage not taking place

[ Kdmrip, Darrang, and Nowgong].

Gim.—The head of a Miri, Dafld, &c., settlement
[ Darrang, Nowgong, Sibsdgar, and Lakhimpur]. A village in
Cachar and part of Sylhet.

G AmAtr.—“Body-land.” A term applied to the rice-land
allotted to the péiks or serfs under the Ahom Government in
return for their services. The “Gdmdti” was considered the
property of the State, and was neither hereditary nor transfer-
able [Assam Proper].

© GAoArr [or GA0ALA].—A village community.

Gionsurd.—A village headman [ Assam Proper].

GuArNIJURAL.—Estates part of the revenue of which was
received by the Rdnis of inferior rank to the chief Réni
[ Cachar] . "

GuAr. —Place for descending to a’ river or tank for
bathing and other purposes [Sylhet].

GrorA Baruh.—An officer under Ahom sovereigns
presiding over the khel called Ghordsud [ Sibsdgar].

Gaorisuid.—A khel of people in Assam whose duty was
to keep and feed horses belonging to the State. Now it means
a syce [ Sibsdgar].

GuosAwAaT.— A term denoting a system for the realization
of arrears of rent, which obtained under the Native rule, and
was afterwards legalized by an order dated 23rd April, 1833,
passed by Mr. T. C. Robertson, Commissioner of Assam, and
modified from time to time. Under the Rajahs the share or
estate of a defaulter used to be niade over to any of his
¢o-partners willing to pay up the arrears, otherwise the estate
was to go to the khel, or, in default, to the R4j, which was
bound to pay the arrears. But under our Government the

- ¢state lapses to the State, and is liable to be settled with the
party paying up the arrears. It is also used by the common
people in the sense of bandobast (settlement) [ Cachar].

GoBHiA—A man retained by a woman as husband on
the death of her former legal husband [ Kdmrip].
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Gocor.—The descendant of a high Ahom family excepting
the R4jah, Bar Gohdin, Burd Gohdin, or Bar Pstra Gohdin
[ Assam Proper]. .

GomAmNn.—The descendant of an Ahom sovereign, or of
the three Prime Ministers, viz., Burd Gohdin, Bar Gohdin, and
Barpétra Gohdin [Assam Proper]. -

GoniiNgHAR.—A Hindu temple or shrine [ Assam Proper].

Gominr.—A Hindu idol. A wife of Gosain [Assam
Proper].

; GosAiy AparrAr.—Head of a religious sect or institution,
see ‘“ Adhikar” [ Assam Proper].

GosAiN DerA.—One who has the right to succeed a
Gosdin [Assam Proper].

Gor.—A technical term implying a sub-division of a clan.
A squad or collection of four pdiks ( Kdmwip, Darrang, Nowgong,
and Sibsigar), and of three pdiks in Lakhimpur.

Gorra.—Relationship by descent from a common ancestor.
More correctly the designation of a family after the name of

a celebated Rushi, or saint, regarded either as the progenitor or
spiritual head of that family.

GURGURIA.—A stepson [Kdmrip].

GUREATL.—A duty on jangal-produce that used to be
levied in Godlpdra. ' J

Hastasup.—Papers showing the area, description, and
rent of land at the decennial settlement [Sylhet].

Hastr numd.— The khel the rents of which were used
by the Rajah’s eldest daughter [ Cachar].

Hazur [Huzurl.—The presence; the presence of a superior
authority, or by metonymy the authority himself.

HAsar—Confinement of persons charged with offences
until their trial; place where they are confined.

HArma.—A person in authority; an executive, administra-
tive, or judicial officer of Government.

HAv, or KvnBA.—A land measure approximately equal

to—
T "
4 3 10% in Cachar.
4 2 29 ,, Jaintid.
3 2 0 ,, Sylhet Proper.
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HAivisApr.—Literallv, land brought wunder cultivation
after the permanent settlement. These (except in pargand
Bénidchung) were a portion of the ildm lands first leased under
what were called “héaldbddi” pdttds, containing no express
limitation of the period for which they were settled. The
Government has confirmed these settlements in perpetuity.
In Bédridchung, where there is no ildm land, hdldbddi means
lands discovered by the zamindérs to lie within the boundaries
of their permanently-settled estates, but not included in the
decennial settlement. They applied for the permanent-settle-
ment of these lands, and their request was granted [Syllket].

In Cachar halabddi means lands settled after the last general
settlement. %

HAiur.—Paddy plants grown in nurseries for transplanta-
tion [Sylhet and Cachar].

HAor.—Low tracts of land covered more or less with
grass and reed jangal, almost entirely under water during the
rains, but dvy, or only partly so, during the rest of the year

[Sylhet and Cachar].

Hirr BaruA.—An officer of State under the Ahom
sovereigns having charge of elephants [Sibsdgar].

HArvA.~—A child of a wife by her former husband.

HAiusui.—A Kookie chief [ Naga Hills]. :

HAzArikA.—An officer over 1,000 paiks in a khel: [ 4ssam
Proper].

HAizirin.—Name of an under-tenure which occurs in
certain permanently-settled estates in pargand Chowalis, created
originally free of rent, subject to personal service or atten-
dance. I'hese estates having been sold, a person purchased
them, and his conditions with the hazirdns are that their
holdings shall remain, as before, without affecting their rights
and interests, and that they shall pay to him only the Govern-
ment revenue. These tenures, having been recognized at the
permanent settlement, cannot be affected by any sale for
arrears of revenue which the original estates may be put to
[ Sylhet].

HAzirzAmin .—A sarety for the personal appearance of
a certain person when required to attend.

HiBANAMA.—A deed of gift [Sylhet and Assam.]

HovrA.—A marsh or small lake; a depression in the land
where water lodges [ Assam Proper].
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Hoy.—Burnt offerings. Oblations of clarified butter and
“bel” fruit tree leaves poured on the fire. Other articles may
also be offered. The rite is of high™ antiquity, and forms part
of all domestic religious observances at marriages, adoptions,
&e., of a Hind 1.

Hurid.—A descriptive-roll [Sylket and Godlpdra].

HuLunG.—A boat dug out of a single tree, peculiarly
adapted to the navigation of the DBrahmaputra, where the
current is very strong | Assam Proper].

Hur MauiArn.—Portion of a marsh naturally filled up in
course of time, resumed and permanently-settled [ Sylhez].

IngA.—A place set apart for prayers by the Mahomeddns
during the 1d [Sylket]. :

I7irA. A lease or farm of land held at a defined rent or
revenue, whether from (rovernment direct or from an ‘Interme-
diate payer of public revenue. Letting lands on farm or lease
(Sylhet, Cachar, and Godlpdra) .

[7ArADAR. A holder of ijard [Sylhet, Cachar, and Godl-
para].

IsmArr.—Joint tenancy in common of two or more proprie-
tors [Cachar, Sylhet, and Assam Proper].

luAMm.—Lands which were at the time of the decennial.
settlement of 1793 covered with dense jangal, and in the
possession of no person, and were not therefore included in
that settlement, and not claimed by anybody on the issue of
“114ms” [proclamations]. In these ildm lands are included
some gaerbandobasti, or unassessed dbadi lands, which were
not in the possession of anyone at the time of the decennial
settlement, and the lands occupied by the Nabob’s fort at
Badarpur, in pargand Chapghdt, and also lambarbard4sht
-hédldabadi lands, that is, hdldbddi estates struck off the revenue-
roll in consequence of there being no assets in them, and then
subsequently settled under the lldm Rules, A jangalburi-
estate, originally granted to Léld Anundrédm, is also settled
under the Ildm Rules. Ldéld Anundrém’s conditions were to
clear the lands, the term being for three years revenue-free
[Sylhet] .

InTI-KALL—From Persian “;ord “Int-kdl,” meaning a
change. The registering in the Collectorate of the transfer of
land from one proprietor to another [Sylket and Cachar].
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Istari.—Resignation (ofland ); a deed of relinquishment;
.a deed foregoing a claim. }
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IzAp.—Lands traced by survey as unassessed and resumed.
[Sylhe].

JaintiA MUpArmmi.—Grants by the Jaintid Rajahs.—Re-
sumed and permanently-settled [Sylher].

JarnTiA MyApr.— Lands of Jaintid which were settled
temporarily [Sylhet]. v

Jarrh, Jaisr, or JarsTHL—A measure of land equal to
1-28th of a kedr | Cachar and Sylhet]. .

JALATAN OR J ALATARK.—Lands which remain under water
during the season for cultivation [Assam Proper]. :

JALIDHAN.—A rice crop sown in marshy land about
March or April, and reaped in June [Sylhet].

JAMABANDL—A rent-roll showing the name of each
tenant, his tenure, the quality of his land, its extent, the rate of
rent, and the total rent payable.

Javaar,—Land covered with growing trees and shrubs.
(forest generally ).

JANGALBURL—An estate in pargand Ichdmati, granted
to L4l4 Anundrdam on condition of his clearing the lands. His
terms were three years revenue-free, and a small revenue for
the next four years. On the failure of the grantee to cultivate
the lands, the estate has been re-settled under the Ildm Rules
[Sylhet). Grants of waste lands made under Government
orders, dated 6th March, 1838 [Assam Proper]. Waste land
reclamation leases [Sylhet and Cachar].

JiBrA.—A heap of refuse, generally applied to the refuse
burnt when forest lands are cleared for cultivation [ Cachar].

Jivagin.—Road or pathway [Sylhet].

Jaiu.—Low lands always under water [Sylhet and
. Cachar].

Jor.—The holding of a jotdar [Godlpara]. Tenure of a
cultivator [Sylhet].

JorpAr.—A man who holds in severalty, joint, or in
common, a piece of land, for-which he pays revenue direct to
Government (through its agents or farmers). As long as a
jotdér pays in his revenue, his right to his jot-cannot in any wa
be disturbed. The jotdér has transterable and saleable right in
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the land, but his rent is liable to be enhanced by Government
whenever a new settlement is made [ Guma, Fastern Dudirs,
Godlpdral. A cultivator of land of a mirdsdér other than his
ryot, also called a Jirdt [Sylhet].

JuM, or JHOOM.—A term applied to cultivation carried on
by people living on or near the hills. For the purpose of jum
cultivation, no implements but the £oddli (hoe) and ddo, or only
ddo, is required. ~With the latter they lop the trees and cut
down the jangal, after which, when dry, it is all set fire to and
then they cultivate their jum, that is, they dig the land slightly,
and sow their different kinds of seeds together, such gs kdpds
or cotton, dhdn or rice, tobacco, chind, til, marich, ginger, and
vegetables; and as each ripens in turn the produce 1s gathered.
.But the same:spot is never cultivated for more than two, or at
most three, years in succession.

KABA.LA.—A bill of sale.

KanvriyaT.—Counterpart of a pattd (q.v.) An a,greé-
ment in which a payer of revenue or rent expresses his consent
to pay the amount assessed upon his land.

KaraN.—A house-tax of Rs. 2-2-2 per first-class, and of
Re. 1-1-1 per second-class, house, levied by the British Govern-
ment in the Karoibari Hills in lieu of tax on cotton which the
people had to pay before [Gdro Hills].

KasBi:—A town smaller than a Shakar, and larger than
an ordinhary village [Sylket and Godlpdra).

Karaxi, or Kororr.—A person employed as a channel of
communication between Government officers and the indepen-
dent hill tribes. The Katakis were generaly employed by the
Ahom dynasty as ambassadors to foreign Courts. The Kata-
kis were, and are s till, paid generally by assignments of revenue-
free lands [Assam Proper, except Kamrip and Nowgong].

Karaii.—Paddy sown in nurseries for transplantation
[Assam Proper].

Kararirart.—The place where the kathid is" sown [Assam
Proper]. '

KigaTr.—An accountant under an Ahom Sovereign
[4ssam Proper].

KiumpA.—A day-labourer (Sylhet, Cachar, and Godl-
para].
Kixpr.—A tract of high lying land [ Cachar].

©
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Kixt—Opium. Tt is called “ Kéni” (a rag or a strip of
cloth), because, in former days, when the cultivation of poppy
was not prohibited, when poppy-heads had grown to a proper
size, the Assamese used to make incisions in the pod, and to
collect the juice on strips of cloth [Assam Proper].

KANUNGO.—A ministerial officer on the establishment of a
Deputy-Commissioner, whose™ duty is to keep all accounts
connected with land, to check the measurement-papers submit-
ted by the mauzddérs, &e. [Assam Proper]. An officer under
a Deputy-Collector appointed for local inquiry and surveying
purposeg. A family title corruptly called Kénkai [Sylhet].

KAirayr.—A class of people whose duty was during the
native reign to supply the State with cotton thread [ Sibsdgar].

KAtaant.—Tree-forest [Assam Proper].

KArmi,—A land-measure equal to 1-5th of a bighd, or
9,880 square feet, in Assam, and 1-20th of a bighd in Sylhet.
It is pronounced Kathd in Assam.

K Arr.—A measure for rice, paddy, oil-seeds, and grain of
all kinds. It is an oval basket roughly stated to be 16 fingers
breadth, measured round the oval. The Kdti contains 2 seers
and 2 chihatéks, or 5 th 3% ozs., Troy weight [ Cachar].

Krir or KEpAR.~—A. land-measure equal to 1-12th of a
hél or kulbé [Cachar and Sylhet).

Kewrii.— Vide “ Bhakat.”

Kuari-KiriA —A class of people whose duty was during
the native reign to supply fuel [Sibsdgar].

KuarikA-TaAN14.—A house-tax in Kdmrtp levied on the
paiks by the Ahom Government. By us it was assessed on
farmers of land, latterly, or previous to its abolition, at fonr
rates, on a valuation of the cattle of the farmers:

GLOSSARY OF VERNACULAR TERMS.
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KuivAr.—Lands originally waste, but which, having
been brought into cultivation, are retained by the landlords in
their own hands, and are cultivated on their account, or are let
out at a grain reut [Sylhet].
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KuAnABArr.—Lands granted for the residence or home-
steads of respectable persons. These have been resumed and
permanently-settled. [t now signifies a dwelling-place of a
zamind4r, mirdsddr, or tdlukddr, and the .ground about if

[Sylhet].

KuAxA SmuMArr.—A written statement of the number of
houses in a village or town; a census of the population.

Kuionn.—A person whose duty was similar to that of a
Kataki sent to foreign Courts [Assam Proper].

KuirispiArain.—See ¢ Ddkkhil khérij.” i

Knuis-miAr.—The name of a revenue-free tenure in pargand
Bénidchung. It is included, free of assessment, in the decennial
settlement with the zaminddrs. Accuorately, lands given
revenue-free to people living around a zamindir's dwelling-
place in consideration of certain services to be done to himn
[ Sylhet]. .

Kuis HAniBApr.—A portion of the permanently-settled
haldbdditdluks purchased by Government at auctions for arrears
of revenue, and subsequently sold to private individuals at a
revenue fixed in perpetuity [Sylhet].

Kuis MupAmvr.—Permanently-settled estates other than
hélabadi, purchased by Government, and re-sold to private
individuals at revenue fixed in perpetuity [Sylhet].

. KaAr.—A farm. An estate situated generally at a dis-
tance from the family residence of the proprietor, and cultivated
on his account by his own servants [or slaves in the time of the
Assam Rajahs], or by ryots. After the paddy has been reaped,
it is stored in the khat, and the proprietor brings it away in
small quantities for his use, as required. The proprietor’s cattle
are always kept at the khdt [Assam Proper].

KuAt [NAeA].—Small patches of land that have been held
revenue-free by the Ndgd tribes, and are cultivated for them by *
the Katakis [Sibsdgar].

KuiraniAr.—Head of all the servants of a Gosgin
[ Assam Proper].

Kuiti.—A ledger kept by a trader. ¢

KuAroin.—A class of people serving in royal farms
[Sibsdgar].

Kuepi.—An enclosure in which wild elephants are caught.



GLOSSARY OF VERNACULAR TERMS.

Kuew [in Assam Proper]—A class, clan, or division of |
people. The term is confined to the districts of Sibsdgar and

Lakhimpur, and, to a smaller extent, in Darrang. The officers
in a khel were—-

First.—Phukan, or Baru4. ¥ fth.—Baré.
Second.— Réjkhowa. Sizth.—Dohutia.
Third.—Hazarika. Seventh.—Barik.

Fourth.— Saikia,
There was also a writer, or kékoti, in some of the khels.

(In Cachar).—A corporation of villages, which, in the time
of the Native rulers, were jointly and severally liable for the
payment of their revenue. The men of standing n a khel
were—

First—Chaudbari. | Fourth—Barbhuiya.

Second.—Majumdar. ‘ Figth.—Majarbhuiyd.
Third.—Laskar. t

* By khel was also understood the part of a village which
had to render particular service to the Rajah, or the rent of
which was appropriated to the use of a particular member of
the Royal family or other persous of rank.

Kmermi.—The great khel, the revenue of which was ap-
propriated by the Rajah [ Cachar].

Kugris.—Government revenue [Sylhet]. Rent-paying
land [Assam Proper).

Knueris Kukr.—An estate similar to a chamud in Lower -
Assam [Darrang and Lakhimpur] .

kart.—One of several plots of land of a paddy-field marked
by dils [ Sylhet).

Kmitit.—An article of costume presented by the’ ruling
or superior authority to an inferior as a mark of distinction.

Kuup-gAsuT.— A resident tenant or cultivator [Sylket] .

’ Kuvrnt—>Salt wells [ Cachar].

Knussis.—A description of revenue-free lands in Sylhet.
These are ineluded, free of assessment, in the decennial settle-
ment with the zamindérs [Sylhet]. :

*Kuurh—A house-tax in the Géro Hills. It was first
imposed by Mahendra Nérdin, zamindér of Karoibéri.

KuuricArt.—Toll paid to zamindars for permission to
anchor boats on their lands [Godlpdra] .
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Knuryin.—A ledger; an account-book, in which are
entered under distinet and appropriate heads the several items,
first entered in a day-book or field-book, especially a statement
showing the land held by each tenant of an estate or mauza.

Kist.—Instalment of the annual assessment payable at
a stated time.

 KistBanpr—A schedule showing the dates and amounts
of instalments payable by a tenant, debtor, &c.

Kuxuri SuA.—Revenue peons under Assam Kings
[Sibsdgar].

KurnBA.—Same as ¢ H4l.”

Kuxgkl.—A female elephant used for catching wild ones.

Kurwir.—The descendant of a Kuch R4jah. The descen-
dants of Ahom kings were also called Kunwérs [Assam Valley
Districts] .

Kuxwirr.—A wife of an Assam king [Assam Proper).

Kuri.—The last pool left in a Bheel or Héor in dryseason
[ Cachar] .

KursiNAMA.—A genealogical-tree or table.

Kuzamin.—Lands once cultivated and afterwards allowed
to remain waste [Cachar]. : .

LamBarcArRDASHT.—H4ldb4di estates first settled perma-
nently, and subsequently struck off the revenue-roll in conse.
quence of there being no assets, and brought under khas
management. When these again yielded some profits under
khas management they were re-settled temporarily under the
Ildm Rules [Sylhet].

Laskar.—A title obtained by landholders from the former
Rajahs, when independent, by payment of a fee of Rs. 60
{Cachar]. A headman of a village or circle of villages exercis-
ing certain petty judicial powers and colleciing Government
revenue [ Gdro Hills].

LAic.—A range of hills [ Cachar].

Li-guErAs.—Land held free cf payment of revenue.

Li-xuerAIDAR.—Holder of an estate free from revenue.

Lirpanpr—A list showing the particulars of an estate
or article put up for-auction, and the amounts bid for it.
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LArraL, or LATIwWALA—A mercenary, a man hired for
fighting with a Ld# or club [Sylhet].

LecuA or Locn4, or Lessa or LAssA.—A land-measure
equal to 144 square feet, or one square tir [Assam Proper].

Luxyi. A village headman subordinate to the Laskar
[Garo Hills].

Lyxepor.—A village priest who has a seat in the council
of dalais for the trial of judicial cases [Jaintid Hills). A
sacrificial soothsayer, who in some places presides over com-
munity as headman [Khdsi and Jaintid Hills].

M apapuisa.——Land granted for the maintenance of cer-
tain Mahomedans. This includes ‘“Madressd” lands, granted
for the maintenance of Persian teachers and their students
[Sylhet] .

MapaTkEANA.—A house wheré opinm is smoked.

MarassiL.—Beyond head-quarters; interior of a district or
sub-division.

Mamasar—A sanad of lands granted by the Assam
Rajahs, but written on paper, not on copper-plates [Assam
Proper].

MaHALLA.—Division of a town; a quarter; a ward
[ Sylhet].

Mananta, or Momunt.—Head of a Shastra smaller than
that of a Gosdin [Assam Proper]. In Sylhet, head of an
Akré (a place of worship of the Baisnabs).

Mauiprv: Jourir.—Estates part of the revenue of which
was received by the Mahdrdni, or the first wife of the Réjah,
[ Cachar]. ;

Manisan.—(1) Head of a Shastra smaller than even that
of a Mahanta [Assam Proper]. (2) A mouey-lender. A
merchant.

Mauhsant.—The profession of a money-lender, &e.
[ Sylhet]. :

Masompir.—A title which was granted by the Native
rulers on payment of Rs. 75 | Cachar]. This is also a title in
Assare There were two majumd4rs under Ahom sovereigns, one
with the R4jah and the other under the Barphukan at anthdti.

Masominir. —A Native Revenue Accountant, now a
hereditary family title [Sylket].
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Maw, or MAUND.—A measure of weight equal to 40 seers.

MANDAL.—An officer of Government subordinate to a
mauzddédr, whom it is his duty to assist generally [Assam
Proper]. A collector of rent under a zamindér [Sylhet and
Godlpdra]. In Sylhet a mandal is corruptly called Maral.
Also a village chaukiddr in Cachar, and sometimes in Sylhet.

MaxsTiI.—Minister of a Khdsi® chief. An adviser in
general, !

MaRAL.— A headman of the potter caste [Cachar].

Masmaxasar.—A farming lease of lands given by a land-
holder to a cultivator at a fixed annual rent for a fised period
[Sylhet].

MavLvi.—A Mahomedan learned man.

Mavzk.—A village. A parcel ov parcels of land having a
distinet name in the revenue records, and of known limits. But
in Assam Proper a mauzé is a fiscal division of a district, and
means a circle of villages forming the jurisdiction of an officer
styled mauzédar.  In Cachar the following six khels are also
called mauzis :—(1) Péikén, (2) Bishnughar, (3) Dhumkar,
(4) Bhisingsd, (5) Barjurdi, and (6) Shangjurdii.

MAUZADAR.—An officer in charge of a mauzd or a native
Collector of Revenue, answering to a Tehsildér in the North-
Western and Central Provinces, and a Mémlatdér in Mysore,
but exercising no judicial powers [Assan Proper].

MAsARBEUIYA.—A title obtained from the Native rulers
in former days by a payment of Rs. 25 [ Cachar;.

MAisurr.—An island in the River Brahmaputra [Sibsdgar].

MArigini.—The proprietary allowance. Also price of
land sold.

MANMATI— Mdn,” respect, and “Mdti,” land; hence,
land granted to persons of rank, or respectable persons, Lands
granted revenue-free for the performance of certain services
[ Assam Proper]. ~

MArapsar.—The elders or chief men of a Khési village.

Mepir.—A spiritual teacher and adviser of the Assamese,

swhose religious functions are similar to those of a Gosdin, buat
holding a position subordinate to the latter [AKdmrip]. In
Nowgong the chief duty of a medhiis to colleci the Gosdin’s
taxes, the same, in fact, a3 that of a Sdjtold. In Upper Assam

”
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a medhi is the headman of a village community with regard to
religious functions appointed by a Gosdin, Mahanta, or “Mahs-
jan. He 1s subordinate to a Barmedhi.

GLOSSARY OF VERNACULAR TERMS.

MerLA SigAr.—A process of catching wild elephants by
running them down with tame elephants and nogsmcr w1thout
'enclosmtr any portion of jangal.

MezAnguri.—Silk ‘of the worms fed on the tree called
Addakuri (Tetranthera Quadrifolia Roxb.). 1t is finer than mugé.
[Sibsdgar and Lakhimpur].

MiraN.—Fees formerly paid to a Nézir for serving processes.

Miris.—Inheritance. Inherited property.- In Sylhet and
Cachar a class of small tenure.

~ MirispAr.—A holder of more than one hal, or about five
acres of land [Cachar]. A landholder [Sylhet].

MonarANA.—Property, or money promised to be paid by a
Mahomedan husband to his wife at the time of his marriage.

Morri.—A Mahomedan lawyer or learned man.

Muprir.—Same as Bhanrdli, but belonging to a larger
temple [ Lower Assam].

MuagA,—A coarse kind of silk, the produce of a worm fed
on the followmrf trees :—( 1) Sum ( Zetranthera lancifolia, Roxb.).
(2) Sondlu (;etr/mf/zera macrophylla, Roxb.), (3) Chdmpd
( Michelia pulneyensis, R. Wight), the silk of the worms fed on
this tree is held in the same estimation as the mezdnkuri, (4)
Diglati ( Tetranthera Diglotti Hamilton), (5) Péti shund4 (Lamus
obtusifolia, Roab.) [Assam Proper and Sylhet]. ‘

MugsaTAR.—The mouthpiece of a khel. They were the
first agency employed by our tiovernment in the collection of
revenue, and used to receive a “‘disturi” of 2 or 3 annas from
each mirdsddr, and subsequently 64 per cent. on their collections.
Superseded by Tehsilddrs in 1843. An attorney [Cachar).
An attorney i§ known asa Mukhtér in also Sylhet’ and Assam
Proper.

MugNA.~~A male elephant without tusks.

MuopANDAR.—Same as chukédnidar, A term now obsolete
[God[p(ira] !

MuysHIRANA. —Current vernacular office [Sylhet].

Munstr.—A Native Civil Judge of the lower grade.
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- Nan.—Literally, a “reed.” A rod to measure lands with,
length 12 feet (Sylhet and Cachar). ; '

NazarAnA.—Tribute; also presents given on succession.

NazARANA MamAL—Gédro villages which used to pay
tribute to the Government when they were independent (Gdro

Hills).
Nazrer ImAm.—A description of cherdghi lands [Sylket].

Nazurr——An adjective applied” to ,unclaimed property
[Sylhet].

NAymcHAR.—A house in which Ndmkirttan is held by the
Hindus (Assam ?)'oper).

: NAmMKIRTTAN.—Prayers and singing in praise of the god
Vishnu (Assam Proper).

NAngAr.—Land granted for the support of a family or
person not being a Brahmin.

Nivkir KANUNGo.—Service lands granted to the kdnun-
gos, who were the principal revenue officers under the
Mahomedan rule. This class includes Rasum Jamin ~ lands
obtained by the kdnungos for becoming sureties for other
persons- (Sylhet).

NANKAR PArwArigIrr.—Service lands granted to the par-
gané patwdris, and resumed on their abolition in.1835 [Sylhet].

NANRAR ZAMINDARL.—A description of revenne-free tenure.
These lands were included, free of assessment, in the decennial
settlement with certain zaminddrs [Sylhet].

NAirAvant Rupee.—A rupee coined in Kuch Behar, and
formerly current in Assam, 17-25ths of a Government rupee in
value [ Assam Valley Districts].

NAzir.—The head of the process-serving department in an
office. )

" N1s-Jor.—Lands retained by the proprietor himself to
cultivate on his own account (Sylhet and Cachar).

NiguA—A widow marriage by a Mahomedan (Sylhet,
Cachar, and Assam Proper).

Nisr Kaerispir.—Holder of lands paying half revenne
(Assam Proper).

Noeup.—A khel the rents of which were appropriated by
the Rajah (Cachar). ’

D
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Noxrt LumMA.—A khel the rents of which were appropriated
by the Réjah’s fourth daughter [ Cachar].

Qaud, or O34, —A native physician. Also a teacher or a
Guru Mahdsay, often called Ojhd Thakur in Sylhet. In Assam
the word Oj4 is known and means teacher, head blacksmith,
barber, headman of a band of singers, an exorciser or physician
who professes to cure by incantations. L

PacawAr.—Intoxicating drink prepared from the fermen-
tation of rice or other grains steeped in water.

PaxcuAYET.— A native court of arbitration.

ParpANIsSHIN.— A woman who does not appear in public,
but remains behind the curtain [Sylhet]. »

PARGANA.—A tract of country comprising many villages
[Cachar, Sylhet, and Godlpara].

Parss.—Theoretically a tenant-at-will. The parjd pays
in kind half the produce of his fields to the jotddr, his landlord.
The seed, and often the ploughs and animal labour, are lent by
the landlord [Gumd, Eastern Duars, Godlpdra) .

Parwixi.— A document containing a direction or order.

ParnAR.—A paddy-field or a tract of low rice land
annually submerged. It is this land which is called 7rupit
[Assam Proper]. >

Patiki.—A land measure equal to 1-80th of a bighd
[Sylhet] . §

Paryt.—Name of an under-tenure. These tenures com-
prise lands of permanently-settled estates granted by the
mirdsddrs on receipt of money in the shape of “seldmi.”
The holder of a patni pays the Government revenue through
the mirdsddr. For peculiarities of these tenures, see Regulation
VIIL. of 1819 [Sylhet].

Parri.— Lease. A document given by the landlord to a
tenant, setting forth the particulars of the land leased to him,
the terms and period of the settlement, and the amount of
revenue or rent payable by him.

Piix.—A serf or servant of a temple who has to pay
half-rent of the land held by him, and, in consideration of the
other moeity, has to serve in the temple for a certain portion of
the year [Assam Proper] .

PArgin.—Lands held by a class of servants of a temple,
who are styled paiks. In consideration of the land they emjcy,

GLOSSARY OF VERNACULAR TERMS.
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they are bound to render certain service in the temple [Assam
Proper].
PArgAsET.—A man cultivating lands in a village in which
he does not reside [ Sylket]. A non-resident sub-tenant. Also
used of a sub-tenant of Jalkar or Bankar holding [Cachar].
PirA—A paddy measure, equal to from 48 to 64 maunds
[Sylhet] .
"~ PiAur.—A paddy measureequal to from 20 to 34 seers
[Sylhet].

~ Pis.—Temporary occupation of alluyial lands for cultiva-
tion of cold-weather crop. An out-farm [ 4ssam Proper] .

PAncHIrRA.—Divorce by tearing a pin-leaf asunder in the
presence of witnesses, the man and woman each holding a side
of the leaf [Assam Pioper].

PAxpA.—The presiding priest of a"temple.

PAnGsurAr.—~The khel the rents of which were appro-
priated by the Rdjdh’s younger brother [Cachar].

PAxsArr.—He who traces by marks or footsteps the where-
abouts of a wild beast, generally a tiger [ Sylker].

PAnyi—-8pike of bamboo, sometimes poisoned, stuck in the
ground for the purpose of defending village roads, &c., and
preventing the approach of an enemy [all kil tribes].

PArA.—A part of a village or town, sometimes also an
outlying suburb [Sylhet].

PATmAR.—A subordinate officer in the Jaintid Hills,
answering very nearly to the mandal in Assam Proper. Af
respectable Khési4 in pargands Uttar Kdch and Dakhin Kdch,
in Sylhet.

PAitrAaJurAL-—The khel the rents of which were appro-
priated by the Ré4jdh’s Minister [ Cachar].

PirwAiri—A native collector of revenue [Sylhet].

PAw4 orR Poi.—Quarter of a seer.

Perigicaz or PErAkAkAT.—Record of a survey of all
the lands in Assam, made d.urmg thg» reign of R4jah Shib Sing
(A.D. 1742-43). It contains a register of all 14-kherdj lands
granted up to date of its completion. It is called perdkdgaz
because it used to be kept in a box, or “perd” [Assam

Proper].
¥
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PrrdorALUR.—A holding subordinate to a tdluk [Sylhet].
PewymAn.—A Ndgd chief [ Ndga Hills].

Prarni.—A copper plate on which a sanad of lands granted
by the Ahom kings used to be inscribed [A4ssam Proper].

GLOSSARY OF VERNACULAR TERMS.

PraLgAr.—DProfits or produce of an estate derivable from
fruit-trees growing on it [Sylhet].

PrARINGATE, commonly spelt Farizaarr.—High culturable
land which is usually cultivated for two or three years in

succession and lefs uncultivated for one year, and then again
taken up and cultivated as before [ Assam Proper).

PraTigA.—A native spirit made fromn molasses [ Assam
Proper] .

Puix.—A noose or lasso used by elephant-catchers to
catch wild elephants.

Puinr—A line cut through either forest or grass jangal
for any purpose [ Cachar].

Pueri —The waist ropes of a kunki elephant to which
the phan or noose is attached. .

Prukax.—-The chief officer of a khel under the Ahom
Government [ Assam Proper].

Pirpir.—Lands granted for the maintenance of a Maho-
medan temple. Literally lands dedieated to a Mahomedan
}-n'ophet [Pir]. :

PosA.—Allowances paid annually to certain hill tribes in-
habiting the hills on the northern frontier of Assam border-
ing Darrang and Lakhimpur on account of commuted blackmail,
or in consideration of the abandonment by them of their
claims with regard to certain Dudrs. In Darrang the allowances
are paid to the Daflds, Bhutids, and Akdrs, and in Lakhimpur to
the Abors [ Darrang and Lakhimpur] .

Puisir—Record of a census of the adult male population
taken in the year 1135 (B. S.), A. D. 1728-29, under the orders
of Réjah Shib Singh [Assam Proper].

Pusiri—A sacrificing priest. One who conducts public
worship in a temple. & Also a class of priests subordinate to the
fumily priests.

Pusc.—A salt-water spring [Sibsdgar and Lakhimpur].
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Punsi.—From the Bengali word “Punja,” meaning a
cluster of huts, hence by corruption “Punji,” a village [Cachar,
Khdsy and Jaintid Hills|.

Puranmir.—A family priest.

PurA.—In land measure a purd is equal to 4 bighds, and
in grain measure to 4 dons [Ascam Proper]. * A grain
measure equal to from 7 to 16 seers [ Sylhet]. ;

Rasumsimiy.—Lands granted to kdnungos for becoming
sureties of other persons. Thisis now included under the head
“ Nankdr Kdnungoe” [Sylhet].

RAs.—A corporation with which a block of land used to
be settled during the time of native rulers. A rdj consisted
of several khels, each of which might be called upon to pay
for the whole raj. If a khel failed to pay its revenue, the rdj
was bound to take its lands, no outsiders could be admitted.
This word is used by the Cédchdris of the hillsin the sense of
village [Cachar]. A Panchdyet who dispose of disputes,
social questions, &c., in Jantid [ Sylhet]. 9

RAskroyvA.—A head officer of a khel next to Phukan and
" Barud. A R4jkhowé had the command of 3,000 men. The
Réjkhowds usually attended courts, and were employed as
umpires to settle disputes, as well as to superintend any public
works for the king [Assam Proper].

RAsmepHL—A chief medhi living with a Gosdin in shastra
and presiding over more than one Bar medhi [Assam Proper].

RAint.—The wife of a Réjah. A female sovereign. A title
of honour for a female. \

Rizinimi.—A deed of compromise by which the plaintiff
or prosecutor acknowledges that he has been satisfied by the
defendant. The execution of a Rdzindm4 implies an amieable
settlement ol dispute.

Rexn.—A land measure equal to 1-4th of a jaith [Cachar
and Sylket].

RiisaT.—An under-tenure in an estate in pargand
Dowédi, created since the permanent settlement. The holders
of these tenures used to pay their zaminddrs a fixed rent, that
is, the Government revenue, plus 5-32nds of Government
revenue, as the malikdna of the zamindér. Buat the zaminddr
of a portion of the estate having relinquished his rights and
interests in these under-tenures, the tenure-holders pay now the
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Governuient revenue of their share direct into the Government
treasury. Also a term of honour [Sylket].

GLOSSARY OF VERNACULAR TERMS.

Rozind.—Lands granted for the maintenance of certain
Mahomedans. Resumed and permanently-settled [Sylhet].

Rupir.—Low paddy land [4ssam Proper].

Ryor, or RArvaT.—Holder of a small estate, of which the
revenue is paid through the mauzdddr. A ryot generally
cultivates and occupies .his land, and cannet be ousted of his
land as long as he paysin his revenue [Assam Proper]. A
tenant by the year, who pays to the jotddr a yearly money-rent
for the land held by him [Gumd, Eastern Duars, Godlodra].
A tenant who pays rent to the landlord and resides on the latter’s
land [Sylhet and Cachar].

SaDAR JaMA.—The revenue .payable to Government
[Sylhet and Cachar]. ;

Satk1A.—An officer in a khel over 100 pdiks [Assam
Proper] .

SANAD.—A grant, a patent, or a document oonveying to
an individual titles, privileges, offices, or Government rights to
revenue from land, &c., under the seal of the ruling authority.

Sax Jurdr.—Estates a portion of the revenue of which
was paid to the brother of the Rdjah. The remainder was paid
to the Rédjah [Cachar] .

SANKAR.—An estate the revenue of which is levied from
the thatching-grass {san] grown on it [Godlpdra] .

SarangiMr.—Deduction on account of charges of collecting
the revenue or other contingent or incidental expenses [Sylhet
and Gdro Hills).

SarBARAEKAR —([1] Manager of an estnteéﬁr minors or
disqualified proprietors. [2] A collector of ref# under the
zaminddrs in Bdnidchung. A Sarbardbkdr is often called a
Sarkér [Sylhet] .

SARDAR [SIRDAR].—Chief of a Khési State lower in rank
than a Seim, and is usually appointed by local authorities
[£hasi Hills]. The headman of pélki-bearers, a bearer, specially
when employed by a Enropean gentleman [Sylhet].

SargAR.—The Government, the State, the supreme autho--
rity or administration, a landlord, a proprietor. Also a native
gervant who keeps the household accounts, and receives and
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disburses money for his employer. -Also a merchant clerk in
Sylhet and Godlpéra.

SARkARL.—Relating or belonging to the Sarkdr.

SATRA, OR 'SHASTRA.——A Hindu shrine. The head-
quarters of a: Gosdin, or Bishop [Assam Preper] .

SATRANIL—A cotton carpet.

SArL Bura.—The best of the Bura paddy, see ‘“Bura”
[Sylhet]. :

SAINIDAR.—A cultivator who ploughs the lands of another
cultivator at a contract salary, either in cash or in kind [ Sylhet].

SAJT:()LA.——An officer of a shastra whose duties are the
same as those of a Barmedhi [Assam Proper].

SAIWAL, OR SaJawar.—An Administrator, a native
collector of revenue specially appointed to collect the revenue
of an estate from the management of which the farmer has been
removed.

SALL, or SAL.—Winter rice crop [Assam Proper, Sylhet,
and Cachar].

SEGA BaxmTiAr SiNgm.—Lands granted to Bakhtidr
Singh [Sylhet].

SecA HArnw Kuin.— See ¢ Gaerbandobasti.”  [Sylhet].

SeeA Hrmmar Kmin.—A description of cherdgi land. It
has been resumed and permanently-settled [Sylhet].

Secd Mamomep Ari Kuinx.—Lands granted to one
Mahomed Ali, on condition of his assisting the Government in
the defence of the frontier [Sylhet].

SemM.—A Khési democratic chief [Khdsi Hills].

SER, OR SEER.—A. weight about 2 Ib, varying from 60 to
90 toldhs.

SevAcHALWA.—Supervisor of the worship of a temple
[Assam Froper] . b

SuAFA-AT, o HAE SHARA.—A suit to set aside a sale of
landed property on the ground of the plaintiff having the right
of pre-emption [Sylhet].

Saancsurdl.—The khel the rents of which were appro-
priated by the Réjdh’s elder brother [Cachar],

Suari,~—The Mahomedén law,

SuArAm, OR SARA.~——A peon under a mauzddar [ Kdmrip].



SHRADDH.—An obsequial ceremony, in which food and
water are offered to the dececased ancestors of the sacrificer, or
to the pitris or manes, collectively.

SIEMI, OR SHIKMI.—Same as chit-tdluk.

Si1eN1.—Lands granted for the purchase of articles of food :

offered by the Mahomeddns to their god, Pirs and Imédms. All
sirni lands have been resumed and permanently-settled

[ Sylhet].

Sor4, or S00TEE, SuTt.—A small branch of a navigable
river.

SowAr |in Upper Assam SoPARAR].—BuHoG RANDHUNI. —
A Brahmin cook in a Hindu temple [dssam Proper].

SrIIURTA.—A title prefixed to the name of a gentleman.

SrimaTr,—A title prefixed to the name of & Hindu lady.

SrimAN.—A title prefixed to the name of a Hindu
younger gentleman.

Susr.—The flour ground from the heart of the wheat.

Suknis.—One who is exempted from being begdr by the
zaminddar, but is liable to work as a peon, &c. [ Godlpdra].

TangnA, orR MusrAr.—Lands held by a servant of the
Amil, on condition of keeping up a certain number of archers,

&e., for the service of the Government. These have been
resumed and permanently-settled [Sylhet].

Tavsr.—A revenue-roll showing, under the name of each
payer of revenue, the total amount as it falls due, by
mstalments,

TAnurpAr.—A class of Ijdrddér, especially in Dharam-
pasa Eldkd [Sylhet]. Contractor [Khdsi Hills].

TALtK, or TALuQ.—Conmnection, a property, a manor, an
estate, applied to a tract of proprietary land usually smaller
than a zaminddri [Sylhet].

TArvrvir.—Iolder of a téluk.

TAnGoNL.—A term answering to a pargané [Sibsdgar].

Tivcont KAgarr.—A fiscal officer under Ahom sovereigns
having charge of a Tédngoni [Sibsdgar].

TAr—A measure of length equal to 12 feet [Assam

Proper].
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TEBSILDAR.—A native officer who collects the revenue,
furnishes boats, coolies, and provisions when required, super-
vises the chaukiddrs, keeps mortality records, and furnishes
returns of various kinds [ Cachar].

TERIJ.—An abstract in which the fields or plots of land
held by each tenant are grouped together.

TaavrcAr.—Toll levied by zamindédr for stacking timbers
. on their lands. The legality of these collections is doubtful
[ Godlpdra].

TrAxBAST.—Laying down a boundary, fixing the limits of
estates by a native surveyor, preparatory to a professional sur-
vey by a European officer.

TinA.—A small hillock [Sylhet, Cachar, and Godlpdra].

TorA.—A weight equal to one rupee. A tax levied by
zamindérs from héts, frequently paid in Kind.

TorA.—The part of a town inhabited by persons of any
particular occupation [Sylhet]. ,

TorkuANA.—Lands granted to artillerymen in the Nabob’s
time, which have been resumed and permanently-settled
[Sylhet]. ;

TosHARHANA.—A store-room in which articles intended to
be given out as presents to native chiefs and hill tribes are
kept. Also store-rooms of zamindérs. :

Towrmr.—New or omitted land liable to assessment of
revenue [Sylhet]. '

Tuccivi.—Advance of money made to zaminddrs or ryots,
to assist them in carrying on their cultivation.

UrviNt.—A tract where “Ulu” grass grows. In Godlpdra
called “Ulubéri.”

UmepWAR.—A candidate for employment.

Ursanpr.—A list showing the names of the holders of
Hézirén tenures in pargand Chowdlish, and the revenue pay-
able by each. This list was prepared at the time of the perma-
nent settlement of the original estate [ Sylhet].

WAimipiDir.—A corruption of the Hindusténi word
Uhd4dér, derived from “Uhdd” (an office) and “dér” (holder).
A name given to each of the members of the council of judges
of the Shell4 confederacy [Ahdsi Hills].

E



assessment [ Sylhet and Godlpdra].

ZaNixh, or JANANA.—The female apartments; the females
of a family, also a wife [Sylket and Cachar].

Zimh.—A part, a division, a district, generally a tract of
country constituting the jurisdiction of a Deputy-Commissioner,
but in Sylhet a fiscal sub-division, formerly under a Pétwari.
In Cachar “zila” means the sadar station.
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7 avxpAr.— Holder of a large estate or estates on a fixed .
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