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ROMAN COINS.

«IVhat! A gold coin amid these jewelled treasures
Why gend me such a relic ?’'—So you say.
» ¢« Good to enhance some antiguary’'s pleasures ;

Stamped for dead people in a buried day !’

* Drue now, but look a little ! If one ponder
The legend of this piece, its'gold may shine
With lustre leaving dull the gems of wonder
Which I did lay in those dear hands of thine.

An aureus of the Roman empire—Sea! ;
L Fdwin Arnold.

Ty the first edition of the ¢ Catalogue of Roman, Indo-Portuguese, and
Ceylon Coins (1888),” T included all the types of coins of the Roman
Imiperial Series which are contained in the Madras Museum collection,
although the majority of the copper issues were doubtless not dis-
covered in India. In the present edition I haye included only the
coins which have been discovered in Southern India.

The earliest notice, so far as I am aware, of the discovery of gold
Roman coins (aurei) in the Madras Presidency, is contained in a lettes
from Mr., Alexander Davidson, formerly Governor of Madras, dated
July 12, 1787,' who writes as follows :—“ A peasant near Nelér, about

100 miles north-west of Madras, was ploughing on the side of a stony

craggy hill; his plough was obstructed hy some brickwork ; he dug d#nd
discovered the remains of a small Hindu temple, under which a little

®

ot was found with Roman coins and medals of the second century. ©

{e sold them as old gold, and many no doubt were melted, hut the
Nawéb Amir-ul-Umaré recovered upwards of thirty of them, This
happened while I was Governor, and I had the choice of two out of
the whole, I chose an Adrian and a Faustina. Some of the Trajans
were in good preservation. Many of the coins could not have heen in
civenlation; they were all of the purest gold, and many of them es
fresh and beautiful as if they Ind come from the mint but yesterday ;
gome were muoh defaced and perforated, and had probably been worn
as ornaments on the arm, and others pending from the neck.”

In 1800 a pot was dug up at Poléchi in the Coimbatore distriaf,
containing a great many coins of Augustus and Tibering, which wer®
all of the same weight and value, each weighing 56 grains, Concerning
these coins Buchanan says : 2 “ One of the kinds is of Augustus, . The
legend round the head i§ CAESAR AVGVSTYS DIVI F PATRR PATRIAE, that is,
Qesar Augustus, Divi Filius, Polter Patrie. Above'the reverse, represents
ing two persons standing with two bucklers and spears placed between
them, the legend is AVGVSTI F COS DUSIG PRINC JVVENT, that is Augusti
Filio, Consule dvsignato, principe juventudis. Tuder the fignres is written
CABSARIA or Omsaria, b somo oity of which name it has been straok.

The other coin is of the same weight, and belongs to Tiberius. The,

legend round the head is' T1 CABSAR PIVI AVG ¥ aveverva——Tiborins

1 Agatis Researches, 1780, vol, ii, p. 332,
2 Journey through Mysore, Canara and Malabar, od, ii, 1870, yol. i, p. 31,
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Cwmsar Divi Augusti Filius Augustus. On the revérse, re}')‘resenting a
person seated and holding a spear in one hand and a branch in the

In 1806 the following five gold coins, all of different types, were
found at Karur in the Coimbatore district, figured by Colonel Mackenzie,
and deseribed some years later by Sir Walter Elliot,! viz., 1. Avevsrve
DIVI F., with a very curious and apparently undescribed »everse like a
. dog or sow, or some large quadruped with its nose to the ground and its

taif over its back, below which in the exergue 1vp. X ;2. the common
type of Tiberius as Pontifex Maximus; 3. of Antonia, coNsTANTIZE.
AVGVSTAE, (Akerman, p.c.I., p. 148, No. 1); 4. two of Claudius, one
CONSTANTIZE AVGVaTI (Akerman, 1. p. 155, No. 2), and the other

§.P.Q.R.P.P. OB. C.8. in an oak wreath.”
Tn 1810 a pot full of well-preserved coins of Augustus and Tiberius

L

other, is the following legend :—poNTIF MAXIM, or Pontifex Maximus.”” -

was dug up at Polachi, and seven years later a silver coin of Augustu~ ——

was found in one of the old tombs ecalled Pandu Oulis, together with a
number of irregular-shaped punch-marked Buddhist coins. !
Concerning finds of Roman coins in the Coimbatore district, Mr. R.
Bewell says:® “It is evident that there was at ome time a very con-
siderable commerce hetween the inhabitants of this district and the
Romans, for there haye been numerons finds of Roman coins made here,
Mr. Walhouse (Ind. Ant. v, 237) thinks that this was in great measure

due to the beryl mine at Padiytr in the Dhérdpuram taluk, for the |

Romans set great store by the beryl, and Pliny declares that the best
beryls come from India.” On thissubject the Rev. Henry Little writes :2
“He (Mr. Walhouse) says that in the Kéngyam taluk (near Dhérd-

puram) of the Coimbatore district, at a village called Padiytr, there ig *

an extensive dyke of crystalline porphyritic granite in the gneiss rock ;
the dyke abounds with masses of quartz with large crystals of the same,
a8 well as felspar, cleavelandite and garnets; the erystals of cleavelan-
dite are remarkably fine, and it often ocenrs in large masses, in the
cavities of which the aqua marina is found in six-sided prisms. Mr.
‘Walhouse gives an account of the enlargement of a well in 1798 and
the discovery of these gems ; also of a systematic search made by a Mr.
Heath in 1819-20, resulting in the securing of 2,196 stones, which
weighed 120 pounds and were worth £1,200.” He then adds “it is
highly probable that most of the best aqua marines of fhe true sea-green
color used in modern times in Tourope come from this well, and some con=
sideratious will now be offered endeavouring to show the probability, at
least, that its produce reached Europe in classical times and may ﬁnve
been the object of Roman barter . . . . . Pliny first conjectured what
scienoe has proved, that it is but a variety of emerald, and says especi-
ally of it (Nat. Hist., bk. xxxvit, cap. v); the best beryle are those
which have the greenness of pure sea water, and eome from India, sel-
dom found elgewhere. 1Ile aléo remarks that they are most lustrous
when artificially polished hexagonally, not being aware that they occur
in six-sided crystals, Now whence came the aqua marines known to
Pliny, and on which the Gresk and Roman engravers exercised their
gkill ¥ Tn modern times the gem, hesides ocowrming in the Indian well,

Y Madvar Journal of Literoture and Svience, 1844, vol. xiii, p, 214, |
3 Liste of the Antiquavion Renizing in the Presidency of Mudvas,, 1881, vol. i, p. 214,
¥ Madras Christian College Magasing, Decombor 1882, pp. 344-6.
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been found in’ America (North and Scuth), in Siberia, and at'a
fow places scattered over Europe, particularly at Limoges in France.
America and Siberia may be excluded from the sources of ancient supply.
The localities in Europe are in regions little known to the omans, and
unmentioned by Pliny, who had the best means of information. | It is
unknown in Ceylort. Its ancient origin seems therefore limitod, as
Pliny says it was, to India, and there it is only known to occur at the
Iocality in Coimbatore described in this note, where moreover the gem
is distinguished by the true sea-green color specified by Pliny ; else-
where it is bluish or muddy in tint. 1t must be added too that most
of the finds of Roman coins have been within a radius of 80 miles of
this well, and it has been stated t8 me that between that locality and
the west coast there are plenty of Roman coins, bith silver and gold,
owned by cultivators who now and then disipose of one or two of them
when they go to any distant place to a festival.””

I have been informed by Mr. Henry Sullivan, and the fact is re- .

aorded by Mr. R. Sewell b that when his father, Mr, John Sullivan,
was digging the foundations of a house on the hill to the south of
the lake at Ootacamund, now called Bishopsdown, about the year 1827,
he discovered a gold Roman coin, which passed into the possession of Sir
Walter Elliot ; and it is noted by Mr. Sewell that in the valley behind

Bishopsdown and Fernhill, called by the natives Ptnthat, are some "

ancient gold workings. v
In 1838 an aureus of Trajan -in fine preservation was picked up by

a woman gathering sticks on the side of a stony hill near the village

of Athiral in the Chitwail taluk of the Cuddapah’ district. i

Obverse—Head of Trajan. 1MP. TRATANO, AVG.-GER. DAC. P.M. TR. P,
Reverse.—A soldier with o spear over his shoulder, marching to the
right. cos. v. P.P. 8.P.Q.R. OPTIMO. PRINC. ‘

A solidus of Zeuo was found in company with three or four of the
pagodas, called animitti, from their bearing the impression of an
elephant, and with several silver coins of the type figured by Prinsep
as no. 9 of his Ceylon series,” at the foot of an insulated hill in the
Tirumangalum taluk of 'the Madura district in May, 1839. 'The
type of the Roman eoin, which has been pierced to be worn as an orna-
ment, bears the armed bust of the emperor, with . N. zZENO. PERP. AVe.
and the type of Victory holding a long cross. victoria. avé 6.c. 8. In
the exergue coxon.? ) _

Still more recently, in June, 1840, a hoard of Roman aurei was
discovered at the village of Darphal, about 15 miles from Sholaptir.
They were contained in a small earthern pot, and only eightoon wore
gecured, ohiefly of the peign of Severus, but a few also of Antoninus,
Commodus, Lucius Verus, and Geta. Drawings of a few have been seen,
and some of these prove to be rare types, such a¥ Severus.

ADVENTVI. AVG. FELICISSIMO.
FELICITAS. SAECVLI,

FORTYNAE. REDVOL
proviDENTIA, Medusa’s head,

SRS ARSI TSI L

¢ Op. oit., vl 1, p. 226,
7 Jowrni. As. Sac., Bong,, 1887, vol. vi, p. 208, pl, 80

£ Npi 1 of Akerman's L'ea. Cat., ii, p. 481,
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One of the emperor on horseback spearing a lion appears to refer
to a type of Commodus (Akerman, No. 99), but the legend is illegible
in the drawing. There isalso a specimen of Lucius Verus with the
type of Alsculapius, and SALVII. AVG: V. §.P.Q.R. TR. POT. III. COS. II.?

“In the month of May, 1842, after a heavy fall of rain, an earthen
pot was disen~ in a piece of waste land belonging to the village
of Vellalur, avous four miles to the east of the town of Coimbatore,
which on examination was found to be filled with silver coins. When
brought to the Collector, they were found to be Roman denarii, 522
in number, chiefly of the reigns of Augustus and Tiberius, with a
few of Caligula and Claudius. The,earthen vessel in which they had
Iain was like the common terra-cotta lofa of the present time. It wus
broken to pieces in the secramble of the finders to possess themselyes
of itg contents. Vellalur is not known to be remarkable as a place of
importance either in ancient or modern times.

“Only eleven different types were found to occur in the large
number of coins above mentioned.

1. Obverse.—Head of Augustus...... 134 examples.
CAES, AVGVSTVS, DIVI. F. PATER. PATRIAE.

Roverse,—The Pontifical instruments, and two bucklers between the
standing figures of Caius and Lucius.

C. L. CAESARIS, AVGVSTI, F. 008. DESIG. PRINC. JVVENT.

2. Head of Augustus.... 1 éxample.
AVGVSTVS. DIVI. F.
Diana Venetrix,
IMP. X.
8. Head of Tiberius.,..378 examples.
TI. CAESAR, DIVL. AVG. F. AVGVSTYS,
The emperor seated in a chair.
PONTIF. MAXIM.
4. Head of Drusus senior..,.1 example.
NERO, OLAVDIUS. DRVSVS. GERMANICUS. TMP.
A triumphal arch ; on the frieze, DE. GERMANTS,
6. Head of Germanicus (son of the above)........ 1 example.
GERMANIOUS, CAES. P.C. CAES. AVG. GERM.
Head of Caligula.
0. OAES. AVG. GERM. P.M. TR. POT. III. COS, IL
Head of Agrippina,,.... 1 example.
AGRIPPINA. MAT. CAES. AVG. GERM.
Head of Caligula.
O. CAESAR. AVG. GERM. P.M. TR. FOT.
7. Heand of Caligula ...... 1 example.
0. UAES. AVG. GERM, P.M. TR. POT.
Radiated head between two stars,
8. Head of Olaudius. , .. 1 oxample.
T1. OLAYD. GAES. AVG. GERM. P.M. TR, P.
Female seuted,
CONSTANTIAE. AVGVSTI,

L]

¥ Madras Jowrnal of Litorature and Bevence, 1844, yol; xiii, p 216
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. Head of Claudius. . . . . 1 example.
DIVVS. CLAVDIUS. AVGVSTYS." : W
A carpentum drawn by four horses.
In the exergue EX. s.c.
10. Head of Claudius . . . 2 examples. :
TI. CLAVD. CAESAR. AVG. P.M. TR. VI. IMP, XI, L
Victory pointing with a caduceus to a serpent.
PACI. AVGVSTAE.
11. Head of Claudius. . . . 1 example.
CLAVD. CAESAR. AVG. P.M. TR. POT. IMP. X.
An oak wreath, within which. s.p.q.». P.P. 0B. 0.8.7’10

‘  Asregards the same find of coins Mr. M. J. Walhouse says: ¢ This
discovery took place just before I joined the district. I took casts of
some of the coins, which by order of Government. were sent to Madras—
whether there melted in the mint or reserwed in the museum I know
not. T'he coins were doubtless all of well-konwn and edited types ;
a short desoription may, however, be archwmologically interesting. Of
the 522, there were 134 bearing the head of Augustus with inscription
CAES, AVGVSTVS., DIVI. F. PATER. PATRIAE, on the reverse a trophy of
arms between two standing figures, and legend c.T.. CAESARIS. AVGVSTI, ¥.
COS. DESIG. PRINC. JvvENT;and 378 bore the head of Tiberius with
inseription TL CAESAR. DIVI. AVG. F. AVGVSTYVS, on the reverse the emperor
_seated, with poNvir, Mmaxim, Of the remainder, two bore the head of
Claudius and legend TI. CLAVD. CAESAR. AVG. PM. TR, VI. IMP. XI, On
the reverse a winged figure pointing with a wand to a snake, and
ingeription PACL. AVGVSTAE ; another bore the head of Claudius with
DIVVS. CLAVDIVS. AVGVSTYVS, on the reverse a chariot drawn by foun
horses abreast, with letters rx. g. ¢ There were two other types of
Claudius, one bearing on the reverse a female seated, the other a wreath
enclosing letters ; and two coius of Caligula bearing the emperor’s head,

on the reverse of one a head surrounded with rays. A single example

bore a head of Augustus with Avevsrvs. pivi. ¥. and on the reverso
Diang carrying a spear, accompanied by a deer or hound, and legend
mpl.l X T'wo remaining types were indistinet, one bearing a sert of
arch,

In his Remarks on some Jately discovered Roman gold coins (1861)
Captain Drucy says:12 “ A most interesting discovery of a ]arEe
quantity of ancient Roman gold coins has lately been made in the
neighbourhood of Cannanore on the Malabar coast, not only remarkable
for the numbers found (amounting to some huudreds) but also for
their wonderful state of preservation. Many appear almost as fresitas
on the day they were struck—the outline of the figures is 5o gharp and
distinet, and the inscriptions so clear and legible. With very few
exceptions, they are all of gold, and of the age of Imperial Rome from
Augustus downwards, several of them being woeval with the earliest
days of the Christian era. From what we have been able to loarn
regarding their first appearanco, it scems that a few were hrought into
the town of Calicut and offered for sale in the bazaar by some poor
natives, who, natarally supposing from their shining appearance that

]

0 Madras Jowrnal of Literature and Scioncs, 1844, vol, xiii, p. 819,
U Indian Antiquitios, 1876, vol. v, p. 239, font-note.
% Journ. Ag. Sos., Beng., 1852, vol. xx, pp. 871387, ,
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ROMAN COINS,

ey were worth perhaps some trifle, gladly bartered them away for a
day’s feed of rice. The coins, however, speedily found their' way among
those who were not long in estimating their real value, and the natives,
finding that some importance was attached to the glittering metal, began
to rise in their demands, and at length sold them for one, five, ten, and
subsequently, for fourteen rupees the coin, The purity of the gold
especially attracted the notice of the jewellers and the wealthier natives,
who purchased them for the purpose of having them melted down for
trinkets and ornaments, and many, it is to be regretted, have been
irretrievably lost in this way. The secrecy at first so carefully main-
tained by the natives in respect to the spot whence they brought them
rose in proportion to the eagerness with which the coins were broughf
up, and for a long time all endeavours proved fruitless in ascertaining
the precise locality wherein they were found. It mow appears that
they were accidentally discovered. in the search for gold dust by the
gradual clearing away of the soil on the slope of a small hill in the
neighbourhood of Kottayem, a village about ten miles to the eastward
of Cannanore. A hrass vessel was also found, in which many of the
coins wers deposited. For a length of time the numbers appear to have
been very great, and it has been stated that no less than five eooly loads
of gold coins were dug out of the same spot. . . . . o ohy kbt LS
impossible to make any correct caloulation as to the numbers which
have actually been found, bat it.might be mentioned that aboat eighty
or ninety have come into the possession of His Highness the R4ja of
Travancore, and a still greater quantity hasbeen collected and preserved
by General Cullen, Resident in Travancore, while even after the lapse
of more than a year from their first discoyery they are still procurahle
from the natives in the neighbourhood of Tellicherry and Calicut. 'L

most numerous examples which occur arve those of the reign of Tiberius,
and next to that emperor, those of Nero. It is not a little remarkable
that both among these anrei as well as among the denarii alluded to as
discovered at Coimbatore, 1842, the examples of coins of the Emperor
Tiberins should in both instances have been more frequent than any
other, although this may in some manner be accounted for when we
consider that the reign of Tiberius extended over a period of twenty-
three years—a long time in comparison with that of the other emporors

except Augustus.”

vTranslation of a native letter, deseriptive of the locality, and first discovery
of the coins.

Telticherry, December 16, 1850,

“ Agroeably to my last note, T now beg to furnish you with the
information of the discovery of gold coins here. About three years ago
certain Byriaus residing at Keelaloor Dashom in Palashy Amsham of
the Outinoum falak were in the habit of collecting geld from {he bed
of the river Vanienkudavoo (by taking the sand and sifting it), which
was between Keolaloor Dashom and r\'engndnr. One day, whilst they
wers engaged in digging the bed of the river, a number of gold coing
were found in a part where there was a mixture of sand and mud. These
ware lying buried in the ground, but not in a vessel. = A great quantity
was taken, buf nobody knows how many. Some suppose that these

L.
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ight have been buried here in bags, which have been destroyed. Af
a distance of ten koles east of this, there.is a garden belonging!to
some low caste people who always reside there. *During the hot season
there is water to a man’s depth, whilst in the monsoon there is depth
equal to four or five men, The stream runs through one side of the
dry bed of the river, whilst the other is so filled up with satid that it is
like an island. Below this island on the other side there is another
current resembling a small canal, which is the place whence the coins are
taken. Certain Maplamars of Curvoye taluk, hearing of the discovery
of gold at thiscanal, proceeded thither and tried to collect some, and if
is said that they also got some coins. Although what these people got
is not so much as taken formerly by others, nobody knows what was
the exact quantity. About'the year 964 (1788 A.D.) it is supposed
that certain Gentoo.inhabitants of Coorg or Mysore were in the habit
of trading in these parts. This being thetime of war, some wealthy
merchants might have, from competent reasons, cast. their gold coins
into the river. There is no story of a wealthy man having ever resided
in any of the adjacent villages.”

Descriprion oF THE Corns,
Augustus born 63 B.C., died 14 A.D. ; reigned 58 years.

L. Obverse—avevsrvs. pivi. 7. Head of emperor.
Roverse—imp, xut.  Two figures, one seated.
2. Obverse—Head of emperor. No inscription.
Reverse—0oarsAr, avevs. Triumplal quadriga.
3. (%bverse.-—.«vﬁvﬂ'l‘vs. pryr. . Head of emperor. )
Ztevorse. —avavs. ; rest illegible, Equestrian figure galloping.
4. Obverse.—CAESAR, AVGYSTYS. DIVI. F. PATER. | PATRIAE. Head of
emperor.
Reverso.—AVGVSTI. ¥. C0S. DESIG. PRINC. !
JVVENT. L. carsamis. Two figuves of Caius and Lucius ; standing
hetween them are two shields on the ground.
¢ The inscription on the reverse of this coin would run thus: Caius
et Lucitis Cmsares, Augusts filii, Consules designati, principes juventutis.
Caius and Lucius were the grandsons of Augustus, upon whom was
bestowed the ‘title of principes juventutis, and it was subsequently
conferred upon the probable successor to the throne when he fivst enteved
upon public life. Thaocitus explains this when he says: Nam genitos
Agrippd, Caium ac Lacium, in familiam Cwesarum induxerat ; nee dum
positd puerili prestextd, Principes juventutis appelari, destinari consuld,’™
&e.,—Tac. Ann, 1,3. See also Suet. in Aug. Cap. 64 et seqq.
The origin of the designation®Pater Pafriee ’ given to Augustus by
universal consent is thus deseribed by Suetonius (in Aung. Cap. 58).
Valerius Messala leaving the Senate Touse, said ¢ honum faustumque
sit tibi, domuique tume, Cessar Auguste. Senatus te consentiens cum
populo Romano consalutat Patriee Patrem.’
Tiberius born 42 B.C.,; died 88 A.D. ; reigned 28 years.
5. Obverso.—TT. OAES. DIVI. AVG. F. AVGVSTVS. royrie aax, Hoad of
emperor. {
Rmvorse.—Figure of Clemency ; a spearin one hand andolive branth
in the other.
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6. Obrverse.—T1. CAESAR. DIVI. AVG. F. Avasyrvs. Head -of emperor,
Leverse—Divvs. Avevst. pivi ¥. Head of emperor surmounted with
astar. The star was used as a symbol of the protection of

heaven. }
Claudius born 10 B.C., died 54 A.D.; reigned 14 years.
; 7. Obverse—pivys. cLAVDIVS AvavsTvs. Head of emperor.

ZReverse—=Ex. 8.0. A triumphal quadriga.
8. Obverse.— 1. OLAVD. CAESAR. AVG. GERM. P.M. TRIB. POT. P.P. Head of
emperor. :
Llovorse.—AGRIPPINAE, AVGVSTAE. Head of Agrippind, representing
a young female.

¢ The inscription on the obverse would run thus: ¢ Tiberius, Claudius
Cuwmsar, Augustus, Germanicus, Pontifex Maximus, Tribunitise potestate,
Pater Patrim.” There were two celebrated persons bearing the name
of Agrippina ; one was niece of Tiberius and mother of Caligula, the
other was mother of Nero. The image on this coin is that of the
former,

9. Obvorse.—TI. OLAVD. CAESAR. AVG. P.M. TR. P. 1v, Head of emperor.
Lovorse.—1. : rest illegible. A bridge, and figure seated.

“May not this coin commemorate the building of the celebrated
Clandian aqueduct, which bears the emperor’s name to this day, and
18 yet in use at Rome, though partly in rains ?

10. Obverse.—TI. CLAVD. CAESAR. AVG. P.M. TR, P. Iv. Head of emperor.

Zeoverse.—s.p.Q.R. 2.2 0B. 0.8. The former is enclosed in a wreath
or garland.

_ “This would run : ¢ Tiberins, Claudius, Crmsar, Augustus, Pontifex
Maximus, Tribunitis potestatis undecimo (anno), Imperator, Pater
Patri@, Consulatls quinto (anno). Senatus, Populusque Romanus,
Pater Patris, ob cives servatos.” The device of a civic crown is ‘very
frequently met with. This was usually bestowed upon those who had
saved the life of a Roman citizen. The senate, in bestowing honors
upon Augustus, decreed that a civio crown should be hung from the
top ofhis house, and this honor having been assumed by the'later
emperors, & crown of oak leaves with ob cives servatos in the centre is
often found on the reverse of coinsin those Imperial times,

11, Obvorse.—T1. CLAVD. OAESAR. AvG. GERM. P.M. TR. ». Head of emperon.
Reverse.—rx. 8.0, 08. ¢.8. Enclosed in wreath as above.

“Ex Senatus consulto ”” began to be invariably used on coing in the
reign of Augustus. A few republican coins are found with the same
initials, ]

12. Obrerse—TI. CLAVD. OAESAR. AVG. P.M.TR. P. VI mMP, x1. Head of

emperor. y h
Roversie—s.r.Q.®, P.P. 08, 0.8, Encircled with wreath.
13. Obuerss—TI. CLAVD. CAESAR. AVG. P.M.TR. P.X. IMP. P.p. Head of
emperor. v
Rovorse.—pAct. AvavsTas. Winged figure of Victory.
14, Obverse—T1. CLAVD, OAESAR. AVG. .M. TR, ?. Head of emperor.
Rovorse—rrarton, mEOsPT. Emblem of concord representing two
figures joining hands. '
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5. Obverse.—TI. CLAVD. CAESAR, AVG. P.M. TR.P. VI. IMP. xI. Head of
emperor.* ¢ o s
Revorse.—pE. BRITANN: Triumphal arch, Emperor mounted, with
trophies.' ‘

““ A most interesting coin representing the arch erected bya decree of
the Senate to the Emperor Claudius on the final subjugation of Britain.
It was in the year 43 A.D. that the Emperor Claudius sent over a large
force to comquer the island, which he subsequently joined himself,
Vespasian, afterwards emperor, being his second in command. This
triumphal arcl no longer exists, and, were it not for the representation
of it on coins, we shonld have remained in ignorance of its ever having
been erected. )

Caligula born 12 A.D., died 41 A.D.; reigned 8 years 10 months.

16. Obverse.~—~0. OAESAR. AVG. GERM. P.M. TR. @oT. Head of emperor.
Reverse.—AGRIPPINAE: MAT. CAES, AvG. GErRM. Head of Agrippina.

The name of Caligula never appears on his coins, and Caius is
always expressed by C. :

The above coin was struck in honor of his mother, Agrippina.

17. Obverse.—c. CAESAR. AVG. PON. M. TR. POT. IiL. cos. uir. Head of
emperor.
Roverss.—GRRMANIOVS. OAES. P.0. CAES, Ava. oERM. Head of Ger-
manicus.

A coin struck in honor of his father, Germanicus.

Drusus horn 88 B.C., died 8 B.C.
18. Obverse—xgro, QLAVDIVS. DRVSVS. GERM AVGVATVS. mp. Head of
Drusus,
Reoverse.—pr GERMAN. Triumphal arch, surmounted with equestrian
figure, commemorative of the victories of Drusus in Germany.
19. Obverse.—xNEnoNI. CLAVDIO. DRUSO. GERM. €0S. DEsIGN., Head of the

young Drusus.
ZRoverse.—rQVESTER. ORDO,, PRINCIPT. JVVENT.

“ Drusus was made consul 9 B.C. The ¢ ordo equestris’ established
123 B.C. Those who were admitted into the equestrian order enjoyed
several privileges apart from the rest of the citizens, such as their
distinetion of seats in public assemblies, &e. i

Nero born 87 A.D., died 68 A.D. ; reigned 14 years.

20. Obvorso.—NERO. OAESAR. AvG. 18P, Hend of emperor. )
Roverse.—PONTIF. MAX. TR, POT, .+ 4.+, 1IV. PP EX 8.0. Figure holdmﬁ
@ spear.
21. Obverse.—NERO. OAESAR. AvG. 1MP. Head of emperor,
Reverse.—PONTIF. MAX, TR. P.X. 008, IV. P.P. EX. 8.0. Armed wayrior,
22. Obverss.—NERO. CAESAR. Ava, TP,  Head of emperor.
Reverse—PONTIF. MAX. TR. POT. Iv. P.P. EX. 6.00 Hneircled in wxeath.

3 Concerning this coin Sir Rdwin Awnold says (India revisited 1886, p. 200):
"Among the curions treasures of the Madras Museum, which the Governor (Sir M. B,
Grant Duff) hae greatly developed, is-a golden coin of Clandiun, the emperor, struck to
Commemorate the conquest ‘of Britain, and discovered in excavating a foundatin noar
Madras, What chapters of faney might be writton aboub this awrits, which {hus |
fitrangoly linke the past and present of England'¢history, and came, porhaps, to Iudia in
¥ho sorip of §p. Thomas! "
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23. Obverse.—NERO. CAESAR. AVG, 1P, - Hoad of emperor, 7
Reverse.~ PONTIF. MAX. TR. P.V. COS. IV. P.P. EX. 8.¢. Armed warrior.

24, Obverse.—NERONI. CLAVD. DIVI. F. CAES. AVG GERM. IMP. TR. POT. EX.

8.0. Encircled in syreath.
Rel»'t’)'&’.—"AGRIPP. AVG, DIVI. CLAVD. NERONIS. CAES, MAT. ; rest
illegible. Two heads, male and female.
25, Obverse.—ANTONTA AVGVSTA. Head of Antonia.
Lleverse.—SACERDOS. DIVI. AvGystI. Two torches in upright position.
¢ Antonia, daughter of Marc Antony, was born 88 B.C. and was
married to Drusus Nero, The inscription on the reverse of this coin
may allude fo the custom of priestesses (sacerdotes) or flamens being
appointed after the deification of the emperors to superintend their
worship at Rome and elsewhere.

Antoninus Pius born 86 A.D., died 161 A.D.; reigned 23 years.
26. Obverss.—ANTONINVS. PIUS. AUG. GERM. Head of emperor.
Reverse.—rp.M. TR. P. XVIIL C0S. IV. E.2. A temple.
“This temple may perhaps bear some allusion to that decreed by the
senate to Antoninus’ wife, Faustina, after her death.

Additional.

27. Obverss.—CAESAR. AVGVSTVS. DIVI. F. PATER. PATRIAE. Head of
emperor,
LReverse.—TI. OAESAR. AVG. F. TR, POT. Xv. Triumphal quadriga.
28. Obverse.—1T. CABSAR. DIVL. AVG. ¥, Avavstvs. Head of emperor. [
Resverse.—mp. vir. TR. por. xvir. . Triumphal quadriga. y
29. Obrerse.—T1. CLAVD. CAESAR AVG. GERM. P.M. Head of emperor.
LReveyse. — CONSTANTIAE. AVaVSTAE. Female figure seated.

As regards the coins referred to above as heing in the possession of
the Rija of Travancore, these are deseribed by Bishop Caldwell, who
says > Of the coins described, all belong to the reigns of the first
five Roman emperors.

“ All are in good preservation with the exception of nos. 8 and 4,
which are partially obliterated. A duplicate of no. 10 is also consider-
ably worn. Several of the coins appear as fresh as if they had but
rocontly issned from the mint. One cannot omit noticing the beauty
of the design and execution apparent in several of them, particularly
the heads of Antonia and Agrippina, and the distinet and striking
individuality of all the heads.

“ It would be very desirable to endeavour to collest and examine the
whole of the coins discoyered near Calicut (of which these are a portion,
and) which are said to have numbered several hundreds, all gold coins,
and all, it is snpposed, Roman imperial aurei. If this eoulg be done,
the number of examples of each type could Le ascertained, undeseribed
types might be discovered, and a conjecture could be formed at what
tume, or at least, affer what time, the coins were concealed where they
have been found. As far as appears at present, they may have heen
concealed about A.D. 70;  If an opinion can he formed from the worn

' A desoription of Roman Imperial anrei found near Caliont on the Malabar cosst,
and now in the possessiou of Ilis Highnoss the Rijm of Trayancores—Irevandrim
Gavornmant Prese, 1851, /

L




r'fresh appéarance'of the coins, as compared with their earlier or later
daté, and the absence of:all coins later than the' reign 'of Nero, it wou'!xl
appear that they conld not have remained in circulation after A.D. 70
and prohably noet so long. ! X A

“Trom the conquest of Egypt by the Romans about’B.C, 30 il the
decline of their power, Roman merchants, traded extensively with
India, and especially: with the towns on the Malabar coast, to Which
tshey Toarnedl to sail direct with the monsoon from the ports of the Red

ea. . N . !

) Having'few commodities that would be considetgd. va'lua.ble in
India to exchange for silks and muslins, gems and spices,  ivory and
steel, they were obliged to pay for the greater part of their purchases
In specie. Roman coins were in consequence intfoduced into India so
plentifully that they appear to have.formed part of the ordinary
currency of the country, and even the name of the Roman Denarius
has survived to our own day in that of the Indian Dinar. .

¢ The beauty of the Roman coins, as compared with those of the
Hindu princes, contributed to their diffusion throughout all part?;of
India, and was, perhaps, the principal cause. of their preser}'ataou. The
ordinary Hindu coins were without hesitation broken up''to be muélu
into jewellery, but the Roman coing must have been considered by

“many as jewels in themselyes !, and carefully preserved accordingly.

¢ As the coins in question were discovered in the iuterior of the
country (it is said in the bed of a river), it appears improbable that the
?ersons who concealed them were themselves Roman merchants; but

hey may have been native agents of the Roman nierchants, or persons,
extensively engaged in trade at the time the Romans maintained their
intercourse with India. ’ {

% Money and valuables were concealed on emergeneies of various
kinds, but especially on the breaking out of war between twq neigh-
bouring princes. Unly one or two persons would be ucquamtfad with the
place of concealment, and, if it happened that they were killed in the
war, or through the continuance of hostilities unable to return tQ the
place, their secret died with them, and it was reserved for well-diggers
or miners, for the action of rain, or changes in the course of rivers, to
bring the hidden wealth to light.”

The following coins are described by Bishop Caldwell =

No. I.—Coin of the Emperor Augustus.

Obverse. —avavsrys, prvr, ¥. Head of Augustus, crowned with lmlr_o]
Loverse.—1Mp, X1 Diang Venetrix; a figure of the. getdia PR
represented as a huntress,

W\

No, IT.—Coin of Drusus senior, step-sofi of Augustus.

Obverse.~NERO. oLAVDIVS. DRVSVS, GEmMANIovs, mvp. Head of Drusus
crowned with laurel: e

Rovorse.—pr. epnmasis, A triumphal arch decked with wilitary
trophies, on which stands an equestrian figure of Drusus.

“ 1 have feen an aun ¢ & 9
i ous oo the novk of o éooly woman, who waa carrying 8 po
maatoau up the Shevaroy hill ghit. = Adwer, 1 :

3
-

/
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Obverse.—AvevsTys. pivi. ¥. Head of Augustus, ecrowned with laurel.
Reverse.—0. OAESAR. AVGVSTI. ¥, An equestrian figure of Caius, the
horse at full speed ; infantry standards in the background.

.

No. IV.—Coin of Caius, referred to above, and his younger brother
Lucius, grandsons and adopted heirs of Augustus,

Obyerse.—CAESAR. AVGYSTVS. DIVI. ¥. PATER. PATRIAE. Head of Augus-
tus, crowned with laurel.

Reverss.—Standing figures of Caius and Lucius, each holding a shield
and spear, with, sacerdotal instruments in the background. Under
the figures, C.L. CAESARES; OvVer AVGVSIL ¥, COS. DESIG. PRIN. JVVENT,

No. V.—Coin of Tiberius.

Obverss.—TI. CAESAR. DIVI. AVG. F. Avavstys. Head of Tiberius.
Reverse.~—Dpivi. F. pIyys. avevst. Head of Augustus, surmounted with
a star,

"No. VI.—Coin of Tiberius.

Obyerss.—TI. CAESAR. DIVI. AVG. F, AvavsTvs. Head of Tiberius,
HReverse—poNTIF. MAXIM. A sitting figure of the -emperor, holding in
one hand a staff, in the other a leafy branch.

No. VII.—Coin of Caligula,

Obyerse.—0. CAESAR, AVG. GERM, P.M. TR. Por. Head of Caligula, with
laurel wreath.

Reverse.~—GERMANIOUS, CAES. P.0. 0AES. AVG. GERM, Head of Germanicus,
son of Drusus and Antonia, and father of the Emperor Caligula.

No. VIII.—Coin of Antonia, wife of Drusus, grandmother of the
Emperor Ualigula, and mother of the Emperor Claudius,

Obperss.—AanNToNIA AVGVSTA. Head of Antonia.
Rovorse.~—sAcErD08. DIVI, AVaVsTL. Two torches.

No, IX.—Coin of Antonia.

Obvaraa.é—l—monm. Avavsra. Head of Antonia, crowned with a cereal

wreath.

HReverse.— CONSTANTIAE. avavsTi. A standing female figure, emblematic
of Constancy, leaning on a staff and holding a cornucopia.

No, X.~—Coin of Claudius.

Obverss.—11. CLAVD. 0AXSAR, Ava, p.a. TR, 2. 1ir. Head of Claudius, *
arowned with laurel.

Reverso.—IMPER, RECEPT, A vepresentation of the Prmtorian camp ab
Rome, on the tribunal of which is a sitting figure of the emperor,

L3
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No. XI Y.—Coin of Claudms.

Obrorse.—TI. OLAVD. CAESAR. AVG. P.M. TR. p. . Head of Claudms,
crowned with laurel.

Reverse.—pAct. AVGVSTAE. A figure of Vlctory with a caduceus, beforo
whom a serpent is retreating.

No. XII.—Coin of Claudius.

Obverss.—TI. CLAVD. CAESAR. AVG. P.AM. TR. P. vi. mvp. xr. Head of
Olaudius, crowned with laurel.
Ileverac.—-amsmmm AvevsTL A sitting female figure.

No. XIII$.—Join of Claudius,

Obrerse.—TT, CLAVD. CARSAR. AVG. P.M. TR. P.X. IMP. .. Head of
Clnudlus, crowned with laurel.
Reverse—s.P.Q.R. P.P. 0B. 0.8. A wreath of oak leaves (the cxv1c crown).

No. XIV 1¥.—Coin of Agrippina, wife of the Emperor Claudius.

Obverse.—AGRIPPINE. AVGvSTAE. Head of Agrippina.
Reverse.—TT. CLAVD. OAESAR. AVG. GERM, P.M. TRIB. POT. P.P. Head of
QOlaudius, with the usual wreath.

No. XV.—Coin of Nero.

Obperse.—NERONI. CLAVDIO. DRVSO. GERM. ¢os. DESIGN. Youthful head
of Nero.
Reéverse.—EQESTER. ORDO. PRINCIPI. JvveENT. A shield.

:

No. XVI.—Coin of Nero.

Obverse.—NERO. CLAUD. CAES. DRVSVS. GERM, PRINC, JVVENT., Youthful
head of Nero.
' Reperso.—SACERD, COOPT. IN, OMNT, CONT. SVPRANVM. EX. 8.0. ¥ The hituus,
tripod, and other sacerdotal instruments.

No. X VIL-Coin of Clandius, strack after his death.

Obeorse.—DpIVVE, CLAVDIVS. Avavarvs. Head of Claudins.
Roverse.—EX. 8.0. A carpentum drawn by four horses.

No. XVIII.—Coin of Nero and his mother, Agrippina.

Obperse —NERO. CLAYD, DIVI. F. CAESAR. AVG. GERM. IMP. TR. P. COS.
Heads of Nero and Agrippina. e

Roverse.—AGRIPPA, AVG. DIVI. OLAVD. NERONIS. CABS, MATER. . A car
drawn by four elephants, in which are seated two soldiers, one of
whom has his helmet elevated on the point of his spear.

% Another coin in the collection similar to this one, but of diifotent mintage, hua or
tho obyerso @i, CLAYD. OANSAIL AVG. P.M. TR, PuX. IMP. .3

8 Theve are #ix coins in the golloction similar to this, bub vnrymg from thg X1
XV I year of Tribunitian power.,
: 'hare is another coin similav to thig in the collection, but struck apperently tror
:hl'for. nt die.

0% Adimilted a8 sperfinmerary priest into every colloge by deerco of the Sennte.™
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No. X1X.,—Coin of Nero.

Obverse.—NERO. CAESAR. Ava. mMp. Head of Nero, without the usual

laurel wreath. -
Reverss—A cereal wreath, within which Ex. s.c.; round the margin
PONTIF. MAX. TR. P. VI. COS. IIIL P.P.

No. XX 2,—Coin of Nero. :

Obverse.—NERO. 0AESAR. AVG. MP. Head of Nero without a wreath.
Roverse.—PONTIF. MAX.. TR. P. VI P.P. 008, IIL P.p. »Figure of a
-~ Roman soldier, holding in his hands some kind of orb, surrounded
with a flat rim.

No. XXI.—Coin of Nero,

Obverse.—NERO. CAESAR. Ava. 1Mp. Head of Nero without a wreath.

Rosporse.—PONTIF. MAX. TR. P. VIL C0s. mir. P.p. Across the coin Ex.
s. 0. A female figure resting on a long-jointed staff or spear-shaft,
holding in her right hand three darts.

No. XXTI.—Coin of Nero.

Obverse.—NERO. CAESAR, Ave. imp.  Head of Nero, without a wreath.
Reverse.—PONTIF, MAX. TR. P. VI €0S. Imr. p.p. Across the coin EX.
s.0. A standing figure of a soldier leaning on his spear.

*The next important; discovery of gold coins,”” Dr. Bidie writes,
“ took place in the Madura district in a piece of waste land near the
village of Oaliempootoor in the Iyempully taluk in the year 1856, 2
Two tank-diggers, while excavating brick-earth there, came upon an
earthen pot, about the size of 2 mango, containing 63 coins of the
Roman emperors. The pot was found about 1} feet below the surface
of the ground and near the bank of the river Shunmoogum Naddy,
which is adjacent to the boundary of the Madura and Coimbatore
districts. Before the authorities became aware of the discovery, 6 of
the coins were made away with by the finders. The Government then
directed that the whole of the remaining 57 should be purchased and
sent to Madras, but only 28 were ultimately received, the remainder
having been sold or lost in the Madura district. This 18 much to be
regretted, as it is not improbable that, amongst those which were kept
back, there ma have been coins of dynasties not represented in the
munseum. The Madura coins form the chief portion of the Roman series
in the museum.” Concerning this series, Dr. Bidie writes further : 2*
“The whole of the (gold) Roman coins in the museum belong to the

# There isa coin similar to this in the collection, but struck, apparently, when
Tribune for the tenth time, and from an improved die.

# Outalogie of Coins in the Madras Musoum, 1874. /

%3 ¢ About the same time three washerwomen of Karur, while searching for Fullor's
garth, came upon 2 large chatty containing some hundreds, if not thousands, of denarii.
There wore five or six Madras measures of them. They were sold to Chetties for half their
weight in rupoes, ind the finders haye bought themselves land and built good houses with
the proceeds. T eannot hear that # single denarivs remuined unmelted, My informant
balieves that most of them wore like an Augustus ] showed him.’—The Rev. Henry
Littly, Madres Christian College Magasing, December 1883, p. 838.

) 0
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! series and extend. from Drusus (B.C. 8) to Commodus, w_ho
ascended the throne180 A.D. The followingis a list of the emperors,
etc., to whose reigns the coins belong :— .

Drusus, senior Domitian .. 81—96 AD.

(consul) .. — 8 B.O. Nerva .. 96—98
Tiberius .. 14—37 A.D. Trajan e 98—117 ,,
Caligula. .. 387—41 Hadrian .. 117—138 ,,
QOlaudius .. 41—54 Commodus .. 180—198 ,,
Nero .o 54—68

Tt will be observed that there are two breaks in the series, viz., from
68 to 81 A.D., and again from 138 to 180 A.D. On the whole, however,
we have reason to be thankful for these rare and interesting records of
the past, and it is quite within the range of possibility that the gaps
may, in the course of time, be duly filled up by future finds of hidden
treasure. As the collection stands even now, it looks so complete that
one might almost suppose the coins had been carried to the East in the
cabinet of gome ancient coin collector, instead of having been intro-
duced for purpose of commerce. It is to be regretted that there are no
coins of the emperors who succeeded Commodus, and reigned-until the
upper empire ceased and the anarchy of the thirty tyrants began.”

Tn 1878 a find of Roman coing was made near Karur in the Coim-

batore district, concerning which the Reyv. Henry Little writes as .

follows :—2 “One afternoon last August (1882), whilebusy in my study,
g native friend entered and placed on my table six small pieces of flat
metal, almost round and a little larger than four-anna pieces, very black-
looking, and much covered with earthy matter. To the inquiry what
are these, an answer to the effect that they might be old Indian coins
was returned, and then other matters were talked about. During this
conversation one of the pieces of medal was rubbed quite mechanically
o fow times over the cloth on the table, and, when my eye next fell upon
it, in silvery sheen and in somewhat antique Roman charactexs, t]}):re
appeared to my astonished gaze the letters roNm. .. .. max. I at once
saw that the black lumps in my hand were Roman coins, and when
they had been cleaned by acid and ¢the image and superscription’
brought out, there was no further room for doubt. I learnt thata soucar
had about a hundred of these coins, and arrangements were made to
obtain possession of them as expeditiously as possible. It seems they
were dug up by a famine cooly in 1878 while engaged in deepening a
water-course, near Karur in the Coimbatore district, and that th
were about 500 of them in an earthen pot. Two-thirds were melted to
make bangles, and what fell to me was the remainder.

“ My Roman coins are silver denarii, the Neow Testament penuy.
For five centuries after the founding of Rome, that is up to thy third
¢éentury B.O., the Romans had copper money only. In 269 B.C.
silver coins were struck, and during the ascendency of Julius Ceesar a

gold coinage was introduced, the commonest piece being the aureus,!

oqual to 25 denmr i, The weight of the denarius varied. In the time
of Augustus 84 wero struck for a Roman pound, making each coin to be
abont 60 grains. Several of those in my possession are about 58 graing

% Madras Ohristian College Magavine, Qctober, 1883,

L
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weight, showing that the lapse of time has told very little upon
them, and with respect to other matters the' same remark applies. The
letters of the insecriptions are clear and the ‘image’ of the emperors is
very bold and distinct, suggesting the inference that soon after they
left the mint these coins were buried, and so suffered little loss by
passing frequently from hand to hand.

“Twenty-seven of the coins belong to the reign of Augustus, and
ninety to that of Tiberius. Although all the former comntemorate the
same event, they are not all from one die. On the obverse of these
coins is a laureate head of Augustus, facing to the right, and beginning
from the right-hand side of the bust the inscription runs as follows :—
CAESAR. AVGVSTVS. DIVI. F. PATER. PATRIAE. On the reverse side stand
two draped figures, each grasping a shield and spear which are grounded
between them. Above the shields are a lifuus or divining rod and a
* simpulum or small vessel for pouring libdtions of wine to the gods, which

from its small size gave riso to the proverb ercitare fluctus in simpulo, i.e.,
‘much ado about nothing.” Below the figure we read ¢. L. carsarms.,
and following on from the right Aveysti, ¥. cos. DESIGN. PRING.
JVVENT.
“ On the second coin we have a laureate head of Tiberius facing to
. the right with the following inscription :—T1. CAESAR. DIVI. AVG. F.
AVGYSTVS. <« « On the reverse side of the coin we have a female
figure seated on a chair of state. In her right hand is a spear, and the
left holds a branch ; the inscription is PoNTIF, MAXIM., an abbreviation
of Pontifex Maximus.”

In 1889 * I received a letter from the Collector of the Kistna district,
informing me that treasure, consisting of fifteen gold coins of the
Roman Empire, had been found by a nalive, while he was digging
in the old furt of Vinukonda, and that, as he concealed them instead
of making them over to the nearest authority, they had become
forfeit. The whole of this valuable treasure is now deposited in the
Madras Museum, and consists of aurei of Tiberius, Vespasian,
Domitian, Hadrian, Antoninus Pius, Faustina sen., Marcus Aurelius,
Commodus, and Caracalla. One point of interest is that the majority
are of tvpes which have not been recorded in the previous finds in
South India. Though many of the coins are bent, and some are
perforated, as if they had been worn as ornaments, all‘are in a good
state of preservation.

Vinukonda is reputed to be the epot where Rdma heard the news of
the rape of his wife Sita, and the locality abounds with Hindu remains
of great antiquity.

The following is a deseription of the coins :—

Tiberius.

1. Obvérse.—T1I. CAESAR. DIVL. AVG. F. AVGVSTVS. Laureate head of the
emperor T
Rovorse—~roNTIF. MAXTM, Vesta seated r., a spear in . hand, branch
in 1,
2. The same as No. 1,

* This account is reprinted from my original note in the Joumal of the Numismatio
Suciety of London.

I
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' Vespasian. ‘

8. Obverse.~~VESPASIANYS. AVG .« . . .. Laureate head of the emperor r:
LReoverse.—A bull r., with head lowered and tail erect. In exergue
{x]ae, xmox,
Domitian.

4. Obverse.—DOMITIANVS. AVGYSTVS. Laureate head of the emperor r.

LReverse.—GERMANIOVS . ... Minerva r., with a shield on 1. arm
raised to throw a spear.

Hadrian.

5. Obverse.—HAD . . . ... AvGvsTvs. Head of the emperor .
s % Reperse.—s. m1. p.p. The emperor on horseback r., holding spear
brought to the charge in r. hand.

6. Obverse.— ... ... Laureate head of the emperor r.
Reverse.—ADVENTV[1]. ava. APricAE. Two figures sacrificing at an
altar.

7. Obverse.—ANTONINVS. AVG. PIVS. P.P. TR. P. Xx11. Lauveate head of
the emperor 1.
Roverso,—vora. soL. DECENN. 1. The emperor veiled, standing 1.
over an altar, on which heis pouring a libation. In the exergue
CO8. III.
8. Obverse.—ANTONINVS. AVG. PIVS. P.P. TR. P. xur. Head of the em-
peror r.
Roverse.—rarTIriA, cos. mr.  Two female figures standing, one hold-
ing corn, the other a globe.

9. Obverse.—ANTONINVS. AVG. PIVB. P.P. TR. . XVI. Laureate head of
the emperor r.

Leverse.—cos. it  Emperor standing 1, holding in r. hand globe,
and sceptre in 1,

Faustina Senior.
10. Obverse.—pIvA. AV. ... . PAvsTINA. Head of the empress r., with

hair braided.
Reverse, . .« .. 7A8. Ava. Female figure standing 1. before-an altar,

11. Obvorse.~DIVA. AVGVSTA. FAVSTINA. Head of the empross r,
Llevorse.—AETERNITAS. Female figure standing, facing l., a globe in
r. hand, and sceptre in L

Marcus Aureling.

12. Oboorse.—~AVRELIVS. CAESAR. AVG. Pir, FIL. Head of the emperor 1.

Roverse.—TR. POT, VI. ¢o8. 1. Minerva standing 1., with ictory in
her extended r. hand. \

13. Obverse.—IMP. CAES . .. . RL, ANTONINVS. Ava. Head of the emperor r,
KReoverse.— . . . CORDIAB. AVGVSTOR. TR. P. XVI. The emperor and
Lucius Verus facing each other, with r. hands joined. In the
exergue ¢os. I

Commodus,

14.  Obvorse.—T. ARL. AVREL. COMM. AVG. P. ¥EL, Laureate head of the 7
* . emperor. / b
Rovorse.—riB. AVG. P.M. m{f.] XVit. ¢os. vir. ®.p. Femalo figura

(Lihbar(tly) standing L. with staff in 1 haud, and cap of libexty in
, ' T band.



ROMAN COINS, i I
Caracalla.  ~

15. Obvorse.—ANTONINYS. PIVS. AVG. BRIT. Laureate head of the em-
peror r. ;
Zeverse. —SECVRITATL. PERPETVAE, Female figure seated on a throne,
her r. arm supported on the back of the throne, and head resting
on . hand ; sceptre in the 1. hand.

In 1891* a find of silver Roman coins (denarii) was-made in the
village of Vellalur, in the Coimbatore district, by some natives, when
taking out earth for a wall from some waste land. At the same village
an earthen pot was discovered after a heavy fall of rain in 1842,
which was found to contain 522 denarii, most of which were, as in
the present instange, coins of the reigns of Augustus and Tiberius,
The majority of the coins deseribed in the present note belong to the

, Bame types as those which were found at Vellalur in 1842, and at
Cannanore, and comprise issues of Augustus, Tiberius, Nero Drusus
Antonia, Caligula, Claudius, Nero and Agrippina.

The following is a description of the coins:—

Augustus.

1. Obverse.—Avavsrys prvi ¥. Laureate head of Augustus r.
Leverse.—ivp. Xl in the exergue. A Parthian or German present-
ing a child to the emperor seated on & curule chair,

1 specimen,

2. Obverse.—OAESAR AVGVSIVS DIVI F. PATER PATRIAE. Laureate head
of Augustusr.
Reveyse.~AVGVSTI F 008. DRSIG. PRING. IvvENT. Caius and Lucius
Ozmsar standing, each holding a shield and Spear. O. L. CAESARES
in the exergue.

188 specimens.

Tiberius.

8. Obverse.—T1i. CAESAR DIVI AVG. ¥. AVGYSTYS. Laureate hdad of
Tiberius r. i ;
Reverse—rontiF, MaxiM. Livia seated r., holding spear and branch.

828 specimens.

' 4, Obversg.~ ,....... Laureate head of Tiberius r.
Revorse.— . .. .. DIVVB AVG , ... Head of Augustus r.

1 specimen.

Nero Drusus.

5. Obverse.—[NERO OLAVDIVS GERMANIOVS Imp.] Iauveate head of
Drusus r. d
Zoverso.—Kquestrian gtatue on a triumphal arch between two
trophies. DE GERM. on the frieze of the arch.

2 specimens.

# ® This asoount is reprinted from my origingl note in the Journal of the Numismasio
é -“ Bovisty of London,'
"
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6,/ Obvorse.~NERO CLAVDIVS [gErMmaNiovs nvp]. Head of Drusus 1.

Srg ;mﬂ««""«' /. Reverse.~-DE GERMAN[1s]. Trophy of arms.

1 specimen. .

Antonia.

7. Obverso.—ANTONTA AvavsTA. Head of Antonia r.
Reverse.—~[sacERDos] pivi avaystr. Tywo torches united by garland
and bands.
2 specimens.

Caligula and Augustus.

8. Obverse.—0. CAFS. AvG. GERM. P.M. TR.B. Head of Caligula r.
Reverso.—Head of Augustus, with radiate crown, r., between two
stars. !
3 specimens.

Caligula and Agrippina.

9. Obvsrse.—0. CAESAR AVG. GERM. P.M. TR. PoT. Laureate head of Cali-
gula 1. !
Roverse —AGRIPPINAE MAT. CAES. AvG. GERM. Head of Agrippina r.

4 specimens.

Caligula and Germanicus.

10. Obverse.—0. OAESAR [AVG. GERM.] P.M. TR. Por. Laureate head of
Caligula r.
Reverse.—GRRMANIOVS, CAES. P.0. CAES. AvG. [GErM]. Head of
Germanious r. ‘
1 specimen.

Cluudius.

11, .Obverss.—r1. OLAV [D] CAESAR AVG. P.M. TR, POT. ... Laureafe
head of, Claudius r.
Roverse.—~Equestrian statue on a triumphal arch befween two
trophies. DE BRITANN. on the frieze of the arch.

1 specimen.

12. Obverss.—TI. CLAVD. OAESAR AVG. P.M. TR. P. ... Laureate head
of Claudius r.
Reverse—s.p. QR. P.P. 0B. 0.8. within a wreath.

3 specimens.

18. Obperss.~—TI, CLAVD, CAESAR AVG. . .. Laureate head of Claudius .
Riverse.—EX 8.0. 0B, OIVES SERVATOS within a wreath.

1 specimen,

14, Obverse.—Tr. CLAYD. CABSAR AVG ... Laureate head'of Olaudius »
Roverss—[rragror. Recerr.| Claudius giving his yight hand to

goldiers holding standerd and shield.
1 specimen, [ PR Y e | \
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15, Obyerse.—[T1. CLAVD. OAESAR AVG. P.M. TR, P.| Laureate head of
Claudius . X . : . /
Reverse.—CONSTAN[ TIAE Avevstr.] Female figure seated in chair.

1 specimen,
16. Obverse.—TI. CLAVD. CAESAR AVG. . . . . Laureate head of Claudius r.
Reverse.—PACL AVGVSTAE.  Victory pointing with eaduceus to a
serpent. E
3 specimens.

. 17. Obverse.—pIvvs cLAVDIVS [AvavsTvs]. Laureate head of Claudius 1.
Reverse.~—[ex 8.0.] Carpentum drawn by four horses.

2 specimens.

Clandius and Agrippina.

18. Obverse.—TI. CLAVD. CAESAR AVG. GERM. [P.M. TRIB. 'Por]. Laurcate
head of Claudius r.
Reverse.—[ AGRIPP INAE AvGysTAE. Head of Agrippina r.

2 specimens.

Nero.

19. Obrerse.—[NERONI| CLAYDIO DRVSO GERM. [c0S. DESIGN.| Head of
young Nero r.
Reverse.—FEQVESTER ORDO PRINCIPI IVVENT. inscribed on a shield.

Nero and Agrippina.
20. Obverse.—NERO OLAVD. DIVI . . . Heads of Nero and Agrippina .
Heverss.—AGRIPPINA AY¥G. DIVE. ... Neroxis. Car drawn by four

elephants, in which are seated two soldiers, one of whom
carries his helmet on the point of his spear, £x s.c. in field.

1 specimen.

“On the 17th April 1891, Mr. Maile, Railway Storekeeper, while
superintending the construction of @ site for store sidings of the new
railway to Hindupur, between the Southern Mahratta Railway and
the village of Yeswantpur, 8% miles from the Bangalore 'Cit{y Station,
in the Mysore Province, came across an earthen pot 14 feet below
ground, containing 163 Roman silver coins (denarii) in a good state
ofl preservation, representing ten varieties, ranging in date hetween
23 B.C. to 561 A.D. This find, brought to light by the labourer’s
pickaxe, is believed to be the first within the territories of Mysore,

“It is difficult to conjecture Low the coins were deposited in
Mysore, unless they were brought there by some Persian horge dealers.
A virenmstance that gives rise to this supposition may be mentioned
here, and that is that one of the coing bears the Persian word Karkh
geratehed on it.  This is the name of a town in the west of Persia, which
appears to have been built about the eighth century by Marufi Karkhi,
an-eminent leader of the Sufi sect. The coin on which the word Karkh
is soratohed has the figure of a horse on the reverse, and the word is
gseratehed beneath the figure of the horse,'so that it may fairly be con-
jectured the word was scratched hy a Persian as a means of identifis

L.
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wation, and they may have been huried for safety in the troublous times
that then existed, and it is probable that the owner may have died
suddenly, or have been killed, without disclosing the secret of where
his hoard lay hidden, It is also possible that the coins may have
formed a portion of some loot, and have been hidden away, and the
‘thief not able to go back to the place where he had deposited them.”

It is also possible that thecoins may have been brought across the
dndian Ocean by merchant traders divect from the Red Sea, as after
Egypt had been conquered in the reign of Augustus, a navigator
more venturesome than the others, struck boldly across the unknown
expanse of waters, and reached the Malabar coast, thus opening the
way for the despatch annually of a fleet of over one hundred vessels
between the ports of the Red Sea and the Western Coast of India.
The coins have been carefully and fully deseribed by Mr. Lewis Rice,
the Director of Archwmological Researches in Mysore, and the following
is a description of them :—

L. Augustus.

Obverse.—Legend avcustus. pivi, ¥. Head of Augustus to right.

Reverse.—Bull charging to right with head down and tail over back.
In the exergue Imp. x.

Obuerse.—Head of Augustus’ to right, laureate. Legend camsam.
AUGUSTUS. F. PATER. DIVI. PATRIA.

feverse.—Caius and Lucius standing front, with spears and bucklers
between them. Tegend 0. L. CAESARES. AUGUSTI ¥. COS.
DESIG. PRINC. JUVENT. i

Obverse.— Head of Augustus to right, laureate, with legend aveusrus
DIVL. F.

Reverse.—o. oaxrs. above horseman at full gallop, with infantry stan-
dards behind ; below is ava., the rest illegible. Beneath
the horseman is scratched in Persian characters the word
Karkh.

" Obrerse.—Head of Aveustus to right, laureate. Tegend CAESAR.
AUGUSTUS. DIVI. F. PATER PATRIAE.

Royerse.—Head of rmserivs to right, with legend T1. cAEsAR. Ava. =

TR. POT.

Antonia.

Obverse.—Head of AxtToNtA with wreath to right. Legend Axmonia
AUGUSTA. .
Roverse.—Two upright torches connected with a fillet, with legend

BACERDOS, DIVI. AUGUSTI.

Tiberius.

OGbverse—Head of Tmzrius laurcate to right. Legend 71 cA¥sAw,
DIVI. AUG. F.

Hoverse,—Vesta seated on a square stool right, with spear in right hand
and olive branch to left. Legend roytrr. maxma.

Caligula.

Obverse.—Head of ciutavra, ldureate to right, with legend o. CAZSAR
AUGy GERM. P,M. TR. POT.

[
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Reveres.—Head of aAvcusrus laureate to right with legend prvus. ava.
D PATER. PATRIAE. 7 3 3 J

~ Claundius.

Obverse.—Head of cravprus to right, with legend /TI. CLAUD CAESAR.
. AUG. GEEM. P.M. TR. POT, )

Reverse.—Fx. 8.0, 0B. OIVES. SERVATOS, within a wreath of ogk leaves.

Obverse—Head of cnavprus, laureate to right, with legend 11, cravD
CAESAR. AUG. GERM. P.M. TR. P.

. Roverse.—Constancy seated to left with footstool, raising right hand.

Legend CONSTANTIA AUGUSTIL.

Obverss.—Head of cLauDIUS, laureate to right, TI. CLAD. CAESAR. AUG. P.M.

] TR. ¥, VI IMP. XI.

. Reverse—Winged female figure of Vittory (?) standing to right,

raising necklace with right hand, and holding out cadu-
ceus with left towards a serpent which is gliding away.
Legend PACI, ATG.

As regards the discovery of Roman copper coins in Southern India,

Mr. Sewell says: 2 © A number of coins of all ages have been found at

the ¢ Seven Pagodas’ (Mahabalipuram), amongst others, Roman, Chinese

. and Persian. A Roman coin damaged, but believed to be of Theo-

dosius (A.D. 393), formed part of Colonel Mackenzie’s eollection.’”

The reading given by Prinsep ¥ of the latter coin, which was found

at the Seven Pagodas together with several others bearing the same
device, but of smaller size, 18 :—

Obverse.—. ... DOSIUS. P.2.... Head with star on the right.
Reverse—cLoRiA. RoMaNorUM. Three figures standing, armed with
spears,

After describing % the finds of Roman gold coins as affording testi-
mony of the frequent intercourse of Roman fraders with the Indian
Ocean, Sir Walter Elliot goes on to say : “-Still more decisive proof is
supplied by the existence of great numbers of Roman coins occurring
with Chinese and Arabian pieces along the Coromandel coast. 'The
Roman specimens are chiefly oboli, much effaced, but among them T
have found the epigraphs of Valentinian, Theodosius, and Eudocia.
These are found, after every high wind, not in one or two places, but
at froquent intervals, indicating an extensive commerce between China
and the Red Sea, of which the Coromandel coast seems to have been the
emporium. The western traders must either have circumnavigated
Ceylon or come through the PAmban passage, probably by the latter
way, but in either case must have communicated freely with Ceylon.””
Further, Sir Walter Elliot says elsewhere ® on the same subject:
% Along the Coromandel const, from Nellore as far gouth as Cuddalore
and Pondicherry, & class' of thin copper die-struck coins, which,
although not divectly connected with the Andhra type, may be
appropriately considered next. They are found’ in considerable
numbers in or near dunes and sand-knolls in the vicinily of the kupams

% Op. cit., vol. 1, p. 190,

¥ Jowrn, As. Sov., Beny., 1883, vol. i,p. 408, pl. x; fig. 45,
A Ind, Ant. 1878, yol, ii, p. 242,

2 Numssmal Orient. Coing of Sonthern India, 1886, p. 36

L
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v fishing hamlets that stud the shore, together with Roman oboli,
perforated Chinese coins, bits of lead and other metal, beads, fragments
of charcoal, &e.

' “These are collected by the wives and children of the fishermen
after gales of wind or heavy rains, and purchased from them by the
itinerant pedlars, called Tabis and Merkayars, in exchange for useful
necessaries, by whom they are sold to braziers and coppersmiths.” The
discovery o1 articles of this description in such localities indicates the
existence of a considerable maritime trade in former times, probably
during the first four or five centuries of the Christian era.

“T'he Roman coins are all of the smallest value, and are generally
worn smooth, but on two or three the names of Valentinian and
Budocia have heen read.” It is much to be regreited that these coins
are nearly always so worn that it is impossible to decipher their
legend, and this is notably the case with the coins which are found, from
time to time, in the Madura district. Asregards this district, Mr. Sewell
says : & ¢ Mr. Scott, Pleader in the District Court of Madura, is in posses-
sion of a very fine collection of ancient coins, mostly found at Madura
..... The collection includes a large number of Roman eopper coins
(among which I noticed coins of Honorius and Arcadius), found in
the bed of the river Vigai, as well as a Chinese coin from the same place.
The discovery of so many copper coins of the Roman empire seems to
argue the existence at Madura of a Roman colony at one period. If
the coins were merely gold or silver, the discovery would not be so
significant.”

To the Rev. J. B. Tracy I am indebted for the following list of

Roman coins in his cabinet, which were collected in the Madura'

distriet,
Aureus of Domitian.

Obverse—Laureate head of emperor r. GERMANIC IMP. CAES. DOMITI.

ANVS AUG. ‘
Reverse.—Helmeted head of emperor r. P.ALT.R, POT. I IMP. V. C0S.
X:. B.P,

Aureus of Theodosius,
Ohverse.—Head of emperor, with the legend of his names and titles.

Reverse. —Standing figures of the two sons of the emperor, and the
legend saLvs. mErpynricAE. In the exergue coxos.

" Found in the Tirumangalam taluk.

Aureus of Constans IL? \

Found in the Tirumangalam talul.

Copper coins of Theodosius, Honorius (?) and Anastasius, and
geyeral other copper Roman coins with jndistinct legends froma Madura,

Two Roman copper coins were sent in 1888 to the Madras Museum
from Kilakarai, on the Madura coast, where they were found hy
Mr. J. P. James, Port officer, together with a large number of Bud-
dhist, Chola, Péndyan, and other coins. Both coins, ave very much
worn, and the legends on the obverse are entirely illegible, One beas
on the obverse the head of some emperor, and on the reverse & oross

# Op. ait., vol. i, pp. 285 and 291,

L.
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within a cirele; while the other bears on the obverse the head of ‘an

emperor (Decentius or Julianus 1T ?), and on the reverse vor./xv. muis,

xx. i four lines within a laurel wreath fastened above with a circular

ornament. B

As regards the question-how the Roman coins were originally
brought to India, I may with advantage quote extracts from the article
by Captain Drury * to which [ have already referred.  We will now,”
he says, “consider, in a brief and somewhat imperfect sketch, to what
extent and in what manner the Roman trade first arose and was subse-
quently carried on with the countries of the East, and more especially
with that part of India, to which we would more exclusively refer, the
Malabar coast, and also what degree of information the Romans actually
possessed of this pert of the country, and what kind of commodities
were chiefly sought for their luxury or use.

.. “Previous to their conquest of Egypt, the Romans derived the
benefits of Hastern commerce indirectly from the merchants of that
country, who, under the reign of Alexander and the Ptolemies, mono-
polised the entire trade of India and the adjacent countries. Besides
this route, the articles of Tndian produce and manufacture were imported
into Burope by a lenger and more tedious way than that of the Red Sea.
Being brought in vessels up the Persian Gulf and Euphrates, they were

“ conveyed thence across land to Palmyra, then the grand emporium of
Eastern commerce, and which, in its central position, became an impor-
tant place from its flourishing and prosperous trade. From Palmyra
the goods were carried to the different ports of Syria, and thence dis-
tributed to the various countries bordering on the Mediterranean Sea.
At last the Romans, hayving subjected Greece and Syria to their sway
and overcome the Republic of Carthage, made a descent upon Egypt,
which soon yielded to the force of their arms, and from this time that
rich and celebrated country was transformed into @ Roman Province.
This happened during the reign of Augustus, and about thirty .years
before the birth of Christ.

,““ From this time we may conclude that all direct interconrse of the
Romans with the Hast commenced.? '
“They followed up their victories with that characteristic energy for
an increased trade which they ever displayed after the subjection of a

3 Journ. Ae. Boc., Beng., 1851, vol. xx, pp. 876-380.

* Dr. G Oppert writes (Madras Journal of Literature and Seience, 1879, vol. xxiv,
Pp- 208-210) : ** The more the commerce increased between India and the Roman Empire,
the greater progress was algo made in the art of navigation. The Western trade was
viewed in Tndia with favorable eyes, and the occasional embassies which were sent from
India to Roman emperors show this fact plainly. Thus we hear of Indian onvoys with
Precions presents being sent to Augustus, Clandius, Antoninus Pius, and Julianus.

“With reapect to the knowledgo concerning India, it is cortain that the anthor of the
Periplus (Maris Erythrei) did not donble Oupe Comorin, but Plinias was acquainted with
the Koromandel Coast, and Ptolemy's knowledge embraced Burmah and even China.
This eonntry was visiled by a Groek merchant Alexendros, who stopped at Kanton.
Markianos of Heraklea end Ammisnug Marcellinus provide on thise points etill more
agonrate acconnts,  We may, perhops, bo allowed to call Naustathmos (Karaci), Theo-
phila (Suradara) in Gujorat, Byzantinum on the Malaber const and other places Grecian
oulonies,

** As long as Rome was the sole oapital of the empite, Indian goods went from Alex-
andria mainly to Rome; bt whon the empire became divided, Byzantivm, or as it is now
callad Constantinepolis, participated in the veoeipt of the Kastern articlos. Among (he
merchants who met in Alexandris, many Hindus wére to be fonnd, though the stotue of
thie river-god Indus in that town was: probably the gift of & Greek and not of & Hindi.
The progence of Brahmans is oven repsited from Constantinaple.”

L
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oreign people, and the glorious prospect of an undivided command of
the Kastern trade added an unusual degree-of vigour to their subse-
quent proceedings.

- “Although the occupation of Egypt by the Romans offered them
a far greater facility of communicating with India, yet their progress
in this respect appears to have been slow and gradual, Augustus pro-
bably being more desirous of firmly establishing his authority in that
country than extending his views to the conquest of remoter lands.
No expedition to the conntries bordering on the Red Sea appears to
have been meditated till some seventy or eighty years after the
BEgyptian conquest. - During all this time the trade had been carried
on by Greek or Egyptian vessels. Without venturing far to sea, the
commanders of these ships, starting from the port of %erem'ce (which
still retains its ancient name), were in the habit of creeping slowly aleng
the Arabian coast up the Persian Gulf, and never, perhaps, reaching
farther than the mouths of the Indus, till at last a certain commander
more venturesome than his predecessors, boldly pushed across the ocean,
and, favored by the monsoon, safely reached the port of Musiris on the
Malabar coast.*® This snccessful voyage was but the prelude to. other
more fortunate enterprises, and so rapid hecame the increase of com-
munication that not long afterwards a fleet of one hundred and twenty
sail was annually wafted by the assistance of the monsoon from the
Red Sea to the coast of Malabar, from which time a regular trade was
established between the ports of Egypt and the Red Sea and those
of the western coast of India.

“ From the death of Augustus to the elevation of Trajan to the
imperial throne, no important additions had been made to' the limits
of the empire with the exception of Britain. Trajan soon began to
entertain the idea of carrying the Roman arms to the Bast, and, eircam-
navigating the coast of Arabia, vainly hoped at length to reach the
shores of (india; but the expedition was so far unsuceessful, and, the
death of that emperor soon after taking place, the project was entively
abandoned by his successor Hadrian,

“The attempt of Trajan, who died 117 A.D., was never repeated hy
his successors, nor does there appear to have heen any fresh acquisition
made to the knowledge hitherto.cbtained of the western part of India
until the reign of Justinian, when, owing to the increase of the silk
trade, the rival power of the Persians sprang up. The empire was even
then in its decline, and the traffie, and, consequently, the dominion
over these seas being svccessfully disputed by a maritime people, the
Romans were soon compelled to share, and finally to abandon, the
profits of their commercial dealings with India, which had hitherto been
erowned with such advantage and success. '

‘“Kiven the information which the most celébrated writers of the
first and second centuries had obtained of India was most inaccurate

2 It 18 not exaotly known where, the ];{ruscnt posifion of Musiris lies, or oven of Baraoe,
another port which was not fur fromit. ohertson, adopting the opinion of Major Rennoll,
is inelined 1o fix them both between the modorn towns of Goa and 'l'ollichmry, relying o
wrtnark of Pliny that “ they were not far distant from Cottonura, o country where 1’9}3“*
is produced in great abundunce’”. Tn thid case Bamoe wight be Barcoor, us generally
sapposed, and Musiris in all probability Mangalore }

L.
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nd imperfect, and Strabo, Ptolemy, Pliny, and others * equally ac-
knowledge and regret the scanty materials svhich they possessed regard-
ing the true position and places of the Indian continent; yet Cape
Comorin was even then celebrated for its pearl-fisheries, and Ceylon,
discovered under the reign of the Emperor Claudius, had already sent
an embassy to Rome.

% Tt is most probatle that the Romans never exerted themselves to
penstrate to any great distance for the commodities they ptocured from
the East, being contented to carry on their trade at those markets on the
Malabar coast which were easiest of access and sufficient for the pur-

oses required. One or more ports, such as Musiris or Barace, were most
Fikely the chosen spots to which were gathered the necessary products
of the Indian countries from whatever side they were brought, and from
thence they were shipped to Egypt, any thence to the shores of Italy.
. Merchandise was also conveyed, and, perhaps, still more frequently than
by sea, across the country, enriching several towns and cities on the
route which became the emporia of such commercial goods as were
despatched from the eastern to the western coast.

“ Thus the modern town of Arambooly, called Arguropolis by the _
Greeks, was celebrated in those days for its extent and for the busy
_ trade carried on there. Ptolemy also and Pliny mention Kotar or
Nagercoil under the names of Cottiara and Cottora metropolis ; while
the Greek and Egyptian mariners, being afraid of doubling Cape
Comorin,® used to find a safe anchorage for their vessels in the little
harbours of Uovalum and Colachull to the northern part of that cape,
and which were called in those days—the former Colis or Colias and
the latter Cojaci.

“The chief articles of export from India during the time of the
occupation of Bgypt by the Romans were spices of various kinds,
diamonds and ovier precious stones, ivory, pearls, silk, &c., the latter
probably brought from China only. Cinnamon was perbaps more
extensively imported from Arabia or the eastern coast of Africa, in

% The principal classical works which speak of India include— .

Diodorus Siculus oo . .. cirea 8 A.D.
Btrabo 35 e 6 o P 23+ ,;
Pliny el s 2 oe .. oirea s
Periplus Maris Erythrei o .. perhaps  81- 96 -,
Ptolemy .. a% S g .. perhaps 138-16t ,,
Arrian i\& - et ' «s perhaps 160-160 ,,
Pausanias ., ols A ¢ vo perhaps 166-180 ,,
Bardesancs o i 3 .e Cirea % i
Alian % o e cirea 25 '

Dion Chrygostorn and Plutarch (about 100 A.D.) also refer to India, and the Indian
embussies ave described by Strabo, Stetonius, Dion Cassiug, and Pliny ; but with the excep-
tion, perhaps, of Pliny, the Roman historians scem to have had very Fil.tl(a original informa-
tion a8 to the far Baet! O. Reignier Conder, R.E., Syrian Stone Lore, 1886, p. 281.

B UIh (Capo Comorin) is called Komaria Akron, Cape Komaria, by Ptolemy, and
Komarei or simply Komar by the nuthor of the Periplus. The latter says: “ After Bakare
occurs the monntain called Pyrehos (or the Red) towards the south, near another district
of the country, called Paralis {where the pear)-fisheries are, which helong to king Pandion)
and a city of the name of Kolkhoi, Tn this tract the first place met \viﬁx is called Balita,
which bas a good harbonr and a village on its shore. Next to this is another place
called Komar, whereis the cape of the swme name and & haven.”—Bishop Unldwell's
History of Tinnevelly, 1881, p. 19,

Mr., Scott suggetm that the Pyrrhos of the author of the Periplus is probably
Trichengode, *“ Teru sen kodn,” the holy red point or mountain, ;

L



ROMAN COINS 33

allusion to which a mcdern writer has remarked that the seaport of
Aden was in those days used by the Romans as an entrep6t for the mer-
chandise passing from India to Egypt. That seaport was apparently.
the same place which Ptolemy named ¢ Arabis emporium,” and the author
of the Periplus tells us that a little before his time it was destroyed by
the Romans; but it is to be presumed that the Romans followed up
their victory by occupation, for the position assigned in the Periplus to
Arabia Felix, together with the prineiple that it is nature which chiefly
determines the site of a great maritime emporium, proves that the place
in question was no other than Aden, which in the fifth century was the
Roman emporinm of the Indian trade.”” Pepper was entively supplied
from the Malabar coast, and large quantities were shipped every season
for the markets at Rome, where it was esteemed one of the greatest
luxuries of the day.- When Alaric was besieging Rome in the fifth
century and condescended to accept a ransom for the city, he expressly
stipulated for the deliverance ‘of 8,000 lb. of pepper,” so much value
was attached to that commodity. All sorts of precious stones were
eagerly sought after by the wealthier inhabitants, though it is singular
that the Romans set a higher value on pearls than they did on diamonds.
The former were procured as at the present day near Ceylon and Cape
Comorin, and the mines at Sumbhalapura, in Bengal, are probably the
same which yielded their treasures for the Roman merchants some
twenty centuries ago. Iastly, ivory, ebony, and a few commodities of
minor importance completed the list of useful or luxurious articles
which were transmitted from this country.

“From the above brief sketch of the communication which the Ro-
mans had with the western coast of India and the enumeration of the
chief articles of commerce, which attracted their merchants hither for
the purposes of trade, we have little occasion to be surprised at the
discovery of such coins as have from time to time been found in this
country. The great difficulty lies in determining by whom and how
they were actually brought here, and how many centuries may have
passed away since they were either lost or deposited in those spots
whence they are now taken. The oldest coins in the present' colléction
are those of Augustus, and the latest those of Antoninus Pius, embra-
cing a period of abont one-hundred and forty years. We must, there-
fore, concludé that they were all brought here subsequent to, or during
the reign of, the last-mentioned emperor, while the very remarkable
state of preservation in which they exist would lead us to suppose that
they had never been in extensive circulation or use previously. It can
be no matter of surprise that no other memorials of those times are
found upon this coast, such as buildings, &e., for the ancients obtained
no footing in the country, but merely came and returned with their
ghips laden with merchandise.

“In the absence of all direct testimony as’to the probable fact of
these coins having been eonveyed here by the Romo-Egyptian traders,
there is another supposition, worthy of taking into consideration,
whether they may not have been brought here by those Jewish refugees,
who, emigrating from Palestine about the year 68 A.D., spread them-
gelves over this part of the continent at that early period. Thatcountyy
was then a Roman provinece, and, gonsequently, Roman money was

)
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there in circulation. Af that' time ten ‘thousand Jews with their
families came and settled on the coast of Malabar, and dispersed them-
selves in various places, chiefly on the sea coast. Now, supposing
several emigrations of the kind to have succeeded each other and taken
Elace during the third and fourth centuries (Palestine did not cease to
¢ a Roman province until the beginning of the seventh century), it is
not unlikely that these coins may have been brought by them, and
either from suffering persecution or oppression at the hénds of the
natives, they may have buried these treasures for greater security or
concealment ; but besides the Jews, the Nestorian Christians may have
heen instrumental in conveying foreign coins to these countries, In
485 A.D., they obtained a footing in Persia, whence they spread into
almost every countny of the East; but I do not consider this theory
entitled to so much consideration from the. fact of the coins being found
inl greater numbers on or near to the sea coast, on which account it
- would assuredly be more plausible to support the idea of their having
been brought by the Romans from Egypt, or the Jews from Palestine,
presuming the latter people in their emigration came either by way of
the Red Sea or the Persian Gulf.”

[
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CATALOG

OF

35

U E

ROMAN COINS IN THE MADRAS MUSEUM

FOUND IN SOUTHERN INDIA.

No. | Metal. Oby. Rev,
AUGUSTUS.
1| Ar. | cAESAR. AVOVSTVS. DIVI. F.| AVGVSTL F. COS. DESIG. PRING
PATER, PATRIAE. Lawreate| 1vvent Caius and Lucius
head of Augustus r. Cmsar standing, each hold.
ing a spear. Above a
capeduncwla and lituus and
buckler resting on the
ground. C.L. CAESARES in
the exergue.
2 1 » »
3 2 ” "
‘4 ” ” 1] y
5 5 CAESAR. Avavervs. Head of 5
Augustus r.
6 n b2
”
7 ) AvevsTvs. pivi. F. Laureate | A Parthian or German pre-
head of Augustus r. senting a child to the Em-
peror seated on a curule
chair., 1MP.  xmr in the
exergue.
TIBERIUS.
8 | Au. |75 0AmeAR. DIVI, AV. F. AVG- | PoNTIF. MAXIM. Vesta seated
verve. Laureate head of| -xr, a spear in ». hand,
Tiberius r. branch in 1.
9 2 ” 7
10 ) 9 1
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Metal. Oby. . o Rey.
TIBERIUS—cont.
11 | Au. |11, GAESAR. DIVI. AVG. F. AVG- [ PONTIF. MAXTM. = Vesta seated
vsrvs. Laareate head of | r, a spear dn r. hand,
Tiberius ». branch in 1.
12 | Ar. 5 -
13 b th2 > bh)
i4 ” b4 ”
15 7 ” ”
16 | Au. | CAESAR, AVGVSTVS. DIVI. F.|TI. OAESAR , . ., ... A tri-
PATER. PATRIAE. Laureate| umphal quadriga; horses
head of Tiberius r. walking r.
17 | ,, |TI. CAESAR. DIVI. AVe. ¥.|DIVL AVG....... DIVL®
Avavstvs. Laureate head| Laureate head r.
of Tiberius r.
18 | Ar. |,......... Laureate headof |. . . . . .DIVVS: AVG. .+ o s«
Tiberius r. Head of Augustus r.
NERO DRUSUS.
19 | Au. | NERO. CLAVD. CAES. DRVSVS. | [SACERD]. COOPT. IN. OMN.CONT..
GERM . .... Head of| sve. Nva. In the centre
Drusus 1. the four instruments of
sacrifice, viz., simpulum,
tripus, hituus, and patera.
© 20 y» | NERO. CLAVD. DRVSVS. GERM. ”
PRINC. IvVvENT, Head of
Drusus 1. -
21 4» | NERO. OLAYDIVS, DRVSVS. GER- Triumph&l arch surmounted
MANICVS, Imp. Laureate| by two human figures
head of Drusus 1. seated and an equestrian r.
holding spear ; horse pranc-
. ing. Over the crown of
the arch pE. . . .« . .
22 el AR I orvsve. | Trophy, consisting of a
oERMANIOYS. 1MP. (Lau-| standard, two  ghields
reate head of Drusus 1. crossed, and AITOWS.

Round the margin, between
the rays of the trophy p=.
GERMANIS.®




.\ » g 5 ' 2
ROMAN COINS. W87 L

No. [ Metal. v Oby.

Rev.

NERO DRUSUS—cont.

28 | Ar..|[NERO. CLAVDIVS. GERMANICVS. | Equestrian statue on a trium-
mve]. TLaureate head of| phal arch between two
Drusus r. trophies. DE. GERM. oRn
the frieze of the arch.

24 ” $2 4 ” »”
25 | 4, |NERO. .CLAVDIVS. [GERM-|DE. GERMAN [15]. Trophy of

anicvs. 1mpr.]. Head of| arms.
Drusus 1.

ANTONTIA.

26 | Au. | [aAnTOoNTA]. AvovsTA. Head | cons [TANTIAE] AvavsTL. A
of Antonia, crowned with standing female figure,
a cereal wreath. emblematic of Constancy,
leaning on a staff and
holding a cornucepia.

27 | Ar. | AnrontA. AvGYsTA. Head of | [SACERDOS]. DIVI, AVGVSTI
Antonia r. Two torches united by gar- |
land and bands. :

28 It} " ”

CALIGULA AND AUGUSTUS.

29 | Ar. |C. CAES. AVG. GERM. P.M, TR. | Head of Augustus, with

». Head of Caligula r. radiate crown, botween two
stars,

30 7y 11 »

<jH e s »

CALIGULA AND AGRIPPINA.

82 5 0. CAESAR. AVG. GERM. P.M.| AGRIPPINAE. MAT. OAES. AVG.

TR. POT. Laureate head of| aera, Hoead of 'Agrippina
Caligula r. T
83 9 ” (N 1]
34 " ) - F1)
851w " ‘
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Metal. Obv. Rov.
CATLIGULA AND GERMANICUS.

86 | Au. |0. OAESAR. [AVG. GERM.]. P.M, | GERMANIOVS. CAES. P.0. CAES.
TR, PoT. Laureate head of Ava. GErM. Head of Ger-
Caligula r. manicus r.

387 | Ar. 3 5

CLAUDIUS.

88 | Au. |TI. OLAVD. CAESAR. AVG. BM.|8.P.Q.R. P.P. 0 B. 0.8. within
TR. P.X.IMP, P.P. Laureate| a wreath (the corona quer-
head of Claudiusr. 0ea).

89 | Ar. |TI. OLAVD. CGAESAR. AVG. P.M. 0
TR. P. . ., Laureate head of
Claudius r.

40 ” ” ”

41 2 » ”

42 | Au. |71 CLAVD. OAESAR. AVG. P | Equestrian statue on a trium-
TR. P. VL. 1MP. XI. Laureate | phal arch between two
head of Clandius r. trophies. DE, BRITANN. on

the frieze of the arch.

43 | Ar. | TI. CLAVD. CAESAR. AVG. B.M. 1
TR, P. . ... Laureate head
of Claudius 1.

44 | Au. |11 OLAVD. CAESAR. AVG. P.M. | PACL AVGYSTAE. Victory point-
TR. P.X. IMP. P. P. Laureate | ing with caduceus to a
head of Claudius r. serpent.

441 ey » "

45 Ar. | TI. CLAVD. CAESAR. AVG. . « « « » t
Laureate head of Claudius
.

46 ” " ”

47 ”n b1 ”

48 | Au. | pIvve., oLAVDIVS. Avavstvs. | Carpentum drawn 4 by four
Laureate head of Claudius| horses. EX. s.0. in the ex-
3 ergue.

49 Ar. "

50
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89

Obv.

51

52

53

54

55

58

59

60

61

611

Au.

CLAUDIUS—cont.

TI. CLAVD. CAESAR, AVG. « « o » «
Laureate head of Claudius
r.

SR A . Laureate head
of Claudius r.

EX. 8.0. OB. OIVES. SERVATOS.
within a wreath (the corona
quercea).

[ erAETOR]. =RECEPT. Clau-
dius giving hisright hand to
soldiers holding standard
and shield.

CONSTAN[TIAE]. AVGVSTI.
Female figure seated.

OLAUDIUS AND DRUSUS.

TI. CLAVD. CAESAR. AVG. GERM.
P.M. TR. .... Laureate
head of Claudius r.

NERO. OLAVD. OAES. DRVSVS.
GERM. PRINC. IvvENT. Head
of Drusus 1. .

CLAUDIUS AND AGRIPPINA.

TI. CLAVD. OAESAR. AVG. GERM.
P.M, TRIB. POT. B.P. Lau-
reate head of Claudius r.

AGRIPPINAE, AVGVSTAE. Head

of Agrippina r.

NERO.

NERO. CAESAR. AvG. IMp, Head
of Nero r.

n

PONTIF. MAX. TR. P. VIL 0OS,
m. e.p. Draped figure ({t
Ceres 1. £x. s.0. in field.

”

PONTI¥. MAX. TR. . . . EX. 8.0.
within a wreath (the corona
querdea),

PONTIF, MAX., TR. P. IL. BB
BX. 5.0. within a wreath:

4y bub TR, P. VL 008, 1IN

L.
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Metal.

Oby.

Rev.

62

63
64

65

66

67

68

69

Au.

7

NERO—

NERO. OAESAR, AVG, IMP. Head
of Nero r,

[¥ERONT]. cLAVDIO. DRVSO.
GERM, , ., .. Head of young

cont.

PONTIF. MAX, TR. P. VIII. COS.
. e.p. Figure r. with
clothes descending to the
knees ; helmet on head ;
1. knee bent and support-
ing a globe (?) held in the
hands. Ex. s.c. in the
field.

"

PONTIF. MAX.,.., A figurel,
clothed ; helmet on head,
and wearing winged san-
dals; r. knee bent; foot
resting on pedestal ; r.-hand
holding quiver ; 1. hand
grasping spear.

EQVESTER.
IVVENT.

ORDO. PRINCIPL
inscribed on a

Nero r.

shield.

NERO AND AGRIPPINA,

NERO. CLAYD. DIVI.
Heads of Nero and Agrip-
pina r.

AGRIPPINA. AVG. DIVI. vseons
NyeroNis. Car drawn by four
elephants, in which are
seated two soldiers, one of
whom carries his helmet on
the end of his speaz.

VESPASIAN.

VESPASIANVS. AVG. .... Lau
roate head of Vespasian r.

DOMT

DOMITIANVS. AVG.
head of

IMP. CAES,
p.M. Laurveate
Domitian r.

Bull v, with head lowered and
tail erect. e, ximx. in the
6Xergue.

TIAN.

JVPPITER. CONSERVATOR.
Eagle on perch, with ex-
tended wings.

DOMIT. AVGVSTA. IMP. DOMIT.
Head of Domitian; back

long-looped knots ; shoul-
ders draped.

Ic

hair in plaits and tied in
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No. | Metal. Oby. Rev.
DOMITIAN——cont.

70 | Au. |[IMP. CAES. DOMIT. AVG. GERM. | IMP. . . . Seated nude figure
PM ............ Laureate| of Jupiter.
head of Domitian r.

71 s» | IMP. CAES. DOMITIANVS. AUG.|TR. POT. II. COS. VIII. DES. X.
pa.  Laureate head of | pr. BStanding figure of
Domitian 1. Domitian r., draped as /

Mars, with shield on I
arm, and throwing javelin
with r. hand.

72 55 | IMP. CAES. DOMIT. AVG. GERM. | IMP. XT. COS. XII. . .®.». The
.M. TR. P.v. Laureate| emperor standing 1., robed
head of Domitian r. - as Jupiter.

73| ,, |DOMITIANVS. AVGVSTVS. GER- | (C0S. XIII. LyD. SXC. FECIT,'
aantovs. Lauveate head of |  Salic priest standing 1.,
Domitian r. with rod in r. hand and

sacred shield on 1. arm.

74 »» | DOMITIANVS. AvGYSTVS., Lau- | GERMANIOVS . . « o . Minerva
reate head of Domitian r. r. with shield on 1. arm

raised to throw a spear.
NERVA.
3y

75 »» | IMP. NERVA. CAES. AVG. P.M.[ COS, TII. PATER. PATRIAE, A
TR. ror. Laureate head of| small vessel, a torch, a
Nerva r. vase-like vessel, and the

litums.

75:1| + ,, |1IMP. NERVA. OAES. AVG. P.M.|CONCORDIA EXERCITYYM. Two
TR. P. €08, I P. . Lau- hands joined and holding
reate head of Nerva r, a military ensign crowned

with an eagle. The foot

of the ensign rests on the

prow of a vessel.
TRAJAN.

[ 1 INP. TRATIANO, AVG. GER. DAC. | 008, V. P.p. §.P.Q.R. OPTIMO,'
p.M. TR, P. Laureate héad | rrivo. A full length figure
of Trajan r. L, draped ; holding a palm

leaf (?) in r. hand and gpeay
a1, J
1
—————

&
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#in. Hoad of Aurelius 1.

No. | Metal. Obv. Rev. |
HADRIAN.

77 Au. |IMP. CAESAR. TRATAN. HADRI- | cos. 1. Draped figure 1.
ANvS. Ava. Laureate head | holding ? in r. hand.
of Hadrian r.

78 s |HAD.... Avaysrvs., Head of [ ..s. mr. 2.p. The emperor
Hadrian r. on horseback r. holding

speuar brought to the charge
in r. hand.

79 » |eeeoe... Laureate head of | ADVENTVI. AvG.  AFRIOAE.
Hadrian r. J'he emperor clothed, in

toga, with r. hand raised
towards a female figure,
with trunk of elephant on
head, and sacrificing at a
tripod.

\ ANTONINUS PIUS.

80 ,» | ANTONINVS, AVG. PIVS. P.P. TR. | VOTA. S0L. DECENN. 1. The
p. xx11. Laureate head of | Emperor veiled, standing 1.
Antoninus r. over an altar, on which he

is pouring out a libation.
cos. 111 in the exergue.

a1 ANTONINVS. AVG. PIVS. P.P. TR. | LAETITIA.  €0S. I, Two

& e. xur. Head of Antoni-| female figuresstanding, one
nus r. holding corn, the other a
globe.
,s | ANTONTNVS. AVG. PIVS. B.P. TR. | c08. 1. Emperor standing 1.
». xvr. Laureate head of | holding in r, hand globe,
82 Antoninus r. and sceptre in 1.
FAUSTINA SENIOR.

83 e Dy A AR, FAVSTINA. }. - . . TAS. Ave. Female
Head of Faustina r. with | figure standing 1. before an
hair braided. altar.

84 sy | DIVA, AVGVATA. FAVSTINA, | AETERNITAS. Female figure

’ Head of Faustina r. standing, facing 1., holding
patera and hasta.
MARCUS AURELIUS.
85 sy | AVRELIVS, CAESAR. AVG, PII, |TR. 2OT. VI. €08 In. Minerva

standing 1. with victory in
her extended r. hand.
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Oby. Rev.

MARCUS AURELIUS—oont. |

-86 | Au. [mre. 0AEs. . ... EL. ANTONI- | [CON] CORDIAE. AVGVSIOR. TR.

~vs. Ave. Head of Aurelius | . xvi. The Emperor and
Lucius Verus facing each |
other, with r. hands joined.
cos. 1. in the exergue.

COMMODUS.

87 .| ,, |[Z.AEL.AVRET.COMM. AVG. P.P. | AV.IIL. . ... 1. Figure of/
- .- - Laureate head of Com- | Minerva (?) 1. holding spear
modus bearded r. in r. haud, and a small
figure in 1.

88 4y | T. ABL. AVREL. COMM. AVG. P. | LIB. AVG. P.M. TR. P. XVIL COS.

FEL,  Laureate head of| virnr.r. Figure of liberty

Commodus . standing 1. with staff in 1.

hand and cap of liberty in

r. hand.

HERCVLI. ROMANO. AVG., Com-
modus as Hercules, stand-
ing naked I, having a club
on his left arm, and a lion’s
skin pendent from the ‘arm ;
his right hand is restin
on a trophy of arms, whicﬁ
stm&ds at the right of the

eld.

89

CARACALLA.

90 » | ANTONINVS, PIVS. AVG. BRIT. | SEOVRITATI. PERPETVAE, Fe-
Laureate head of Caracalla male figure seated on a
r. throne, r. arm supported on
the back of the throne, and
head resting on r. haud ;
sceptre in the L. hand,

UNCERTAIN EMPERORS.

A

91 Ae. | Head of emperor r. A cross within a circle.’

| 92 » | Head of emperor r. Insoription vor. xv. MULT, XX,
in four lines, within a law-
rel wreath, fastened above '
with a circular ornament.




COINS.

SOME TYPES OF TITLES

ON THE

~ ROMAN COINS IN THE MADRAS MUSEUM.

Titles.

Remarks.

AVG. PIL. FIL.

BRIT.

€08. DESIG.

DAC.

DIVA. AVGVSTA.

DIVI. AVG. F.

DIVI. F.
DIVYS.

GERMANICVS.

PATER. PATRIAE.

P.0.

P. FEL.

P M. TR. POT. X. IMP P.P.

FiPs

Augusti Pii Filius. On a gold coin
of Marcus Aurelius.

Britannicus. On a gold coin of Cara-
calla. -

Consul designatus (Consul elect). On
a silver coin of Augustus.

Dacicns. On a gold coin of Trajan,
who assumed the surname after
his conquest of the Dacians.

On a gold coin of Faustina.

Divi Augusti Filius. On a gold coin
of Tiberius.

Divi Filius.

On a gold coin of Nero Drusus, who
was styled Germanicus from his
victories over the Gérmans. The
gurname was assumed by many of
the subsequent emperors.(Caligula,
Nero, ete.).

Proconsul. On a gold coin of Cali-
gula and Germanious.

Pius Felix. On a gold coin of Com-
modus.

Pontifex Maximus, Tribunitia Potes-
fate x, Imperator, Pater Patrie.

Pater Patrie.
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" Titles. . . Remarks.
PONTIF. MAX. Pontifex Maximus.
PONTIF. MAXIM. 5 5
\
PRAETOR. RECEPT. Praotorianis receptis. On a gold

coin of Olaudius.

PRINC. IVVENT. Princeps Juventutis. On a silver
coin of Augustus, and gold coin of
Nero Drusus.

SACERDOS. DIVI. AVGVSTI. On a silyver coin of Antonia. roS




SOME OF THE LEGENDS

ROMAN COINS.

ON THE

ROMAN COINS IN THE MADRAS MUSLUM.

Legends.

Remarks.

ADVENTVI. AVG. AFRICAE.
AETERNITAS.

AGRIPPINAE. AVG.

AGRIPPINAE. MAT., CAES.

C.L. CAESARES,

CONCORDIA. EXERCITVVM.
CONCORDIAE. AVGYSTOR.

CONSTANTIAE. AVGVSTI.

DE. BRITANN.

DE. GERM.

DE. GERMANIS,

EQVESTER. ORDO. PRINCIPI. IVVENT.

EX. 8.0,

EX. 8.0. OB. CIYES. BERVATOS.
HERCVLI. ROMAN, AVG.

JVPPITER, CONSERVATOR,

On a gold coin of Hadrian.
On a gold coin of Faustina.

On a gold coin of Claudius and
Agrippina.

Agrippinee Matri Cwmsaris. On a
silver coin of Caligula and Agrip-
pina.

Caius et TLucius Cemsares. On a

silver coin of Augustus.
On a gold coin of Nerva.
On a gold coin of Marcus Aurelius,

On gold coins of Antonia and
Claudius.

On a gold coin of Claudius, struck in
commemoration of the conquest
of Great Britain. ;

On a silver coin of Nero Drusus.
The legend refers to the victory
over the Germans.

On gold and silver coins of Nero
Drusus.

On a gold coin of Nero.

Ex Senatus Consulto. On gold coins
of Claudius and Nero,

On a gold coin of Claudius,
On a gold coin of Cornmodus.

On a gold coin of Domitian,
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* Legends.

e ” Remarks.

LAETITIA. COS. IIT.

LIB. AVG.

LVD. SAEC. FEC. COS. XTII.

OPTIMO. PRINC.
PAOCI. AVGVSTAE.
SAOERD. COOPT. IN. OMN.
CONT. BVPRA. NVM.
SECVRITATI. I'ERPETVAE.

8.P.Q.R. OPTIMO. PRINC.
008. V. P.P.

B.P.Q.R. P.P. OB. C.8,

VOTA. SOL. DECENN.

On a gold coin of Antoninus Pius.

Liberalitas Augusti. On a gold coin
of Commodus.

Ludos sweculares fecit Consul XTIL,
On a gold coin of Domitian.

On a gold coin of Trajan.

On a gold coin of Claudius.

Sacerdos cooptatus in omni collegia
supra numerum. On a gold coin
of Nero Drusus.

On a gold coin of Caracalla.

On a gold coin of Trajan.

On a gold coin of Claudius.

Vota soluta decennalia. On a gold
coin of Antoninus Pius.
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INDO-PORTUGUESE COINS.

Tue history of the coinage for the Portuguese possessions in India,
from the foundation of the Goa mint in 1516 by Afonso d'Alboquerque
down to the present time, has been fully dealt with by Mr. J. Gerson
Da Cunha in his admirable ¢ Contributions to the Study of Indo-
Portuguese Numismatics,”? to which I would refer the reader who is
interested in the subject, and to which T am indebted for the deseription
of the coins. :

The present catalogue contains only a description of the coins which
are contained in the collection of the Madras Museum, and, to any one
familiar with the history of the Indo-Portuguese coinage, it will be at
once evident that the collection is very deficient in the coins struck
prior to the latter half of the last century, and my efforts to improve
it in this respect have proved fruitless; but this is not to be wondered
at, for Mr. Da Cunha says: *The subject of the Portuguese coinage in
India is involved in much obscurity. Money was first minted at Goa
in 1510 A.D., only 870 years ago ; but its history is more vague and
undefined than that of either the Greek or Roman coinage. The issue
of coins by the viceroys, and often by the officers of the mint, without!
any intervention on the part of the viceroys or governors-general, was
conducted in the most unsystematie, not to say capricious, fashion. The
coins not seldom bore impresses, effigios, and legends, which had mno
connection whatever with the reigning monarchs of the period when
they were issued. Some of them were still minted long after a new
ourrency with crowned or profile busts of kings was introduced. Again,
some of these latter coins were struck years after the kings whose busts
they bore had ceased to live. These whimsical variations both in types
and in the standard of money are in themselves enmough to cause no
little confusion in the study 'of Indo-Portuguese numismatics. But
these difficultios are increased tenfold by an ltﬁmsolu’w want of examples
of the early periods of the Portuguese rule in India, their place heing
but inefficiently supplied by some written reports and private memoirs,
The coins of the xvith, xvuth, and xvinth centuries are not ouly

goarce, but even the written documents relating to them are rare or
deficient.” |

Silver and copper coins struck in Portuguese India ceased to be legal
tender in British India in 1893, '

! Education Saciety’s Press, Bycuolla, Bombay, 1880,

51
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CACRAN I ©IGRURES

OF

INDO-PORTUGUESE COINS IN THE MADRAS
MUSEUM.

No. | Metal, . Obv. Rev.

KING D. JOAO V.
1706-1750.
Ruera, 1748.
1 Ar. | Bust of the king r. with the | Coat-of-arms of Portugal.

legend soaxyEs. v.&.P. The
date 1748 in the exergue.

\

e |

KING D. JOSE L
1760-1777.

Meio Parpao. 1753,

2 . | Bust of the king r. with the
legend 10 zzpi. 1r.p. The
date 1753 in the exergue.

MEeia Tawea. 172z,

2:1 5 | Bust of the king r. The

Crown with 30 (the value' of
date 17zz iua the exergue.

the coin in reis) below.
[Da Cunha, pl‘. vit, 7.]

\ S Troms, 1766.

3 At | Coateof-arms of Portugal. Cross of 8t. Thomas in the
, field, having at its upper
angles 2—x, and the date
1766 in the luwer ones.




PORTUGUESE COINS.

Metal. Obv. Rev.
5 RE1s. 1768.
i 4 Ae. | Coat-of-arms of Portugal. Cross of the Order of Christ,
having in the angles the
date 1768.
[Da Cunha, pl. vir, 11.]
cal » ” ”»
12 Rr1s. 1769.
5 Tg. | Coat-of-arms of Portugz.ﬂ The numeral xm with the
between the letters a—a. date 1769 below it, all
within a wreath.
[Da Cunha, pl. vi1, 10.]
6 Rers. 1769.
6 9 o »» but numeral vI.
4 REeis. 1769.
7 2 i I ,» but numeral 1v.
Tanga. 1774.

8 Ae. | Coat-of-arms of Portugal. Taxca in the field, surrounded
by a laurel wreath, and
having on the top a star.

[Da Cunha, pl. viz, 8.]
Mero Taxaa. 1774.

9 " ¥4 G. between twe stars in the
fi-1d4, having 30 r. ahove,
and the date 1774 below:
all encircled by a laurel
crown.

[Da Cunha, pi. vir, 8.]
20 Re1s. 1774.
10 4 P ,; but 20 r.
11 »” » L34
10 Reis, 1774,
12 % % » but 10 ®.
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5L.

Obv.

Rev.

138 Ar.

181 | Tg. Ooat-of-arms of Portugal.

14
; behind : rvPIA in front.

15

16

and her husband:
behind : Rrvera

1786 in exergue.

17

and her hushand :
behind : parpA0 in front:
1786 in exergue.

18 Coat-of-arms of Portugal.

Ruria.

19 Bust of the riueon with

widow’s cap ; ‘Goa behind :
gvpra in front: 1798 in
e.\'erglm.

Rupra.
Laureate busts of the queen

GOA
in front:

Parpao. 1776.
Bust of the king r: 1776
| behind : PARDAO in front.

Qoat-of-arms of Portugal.

1707
| Cross of Christ, and date 1777,

Rurpra. 1777.
Bust of the king r: 1777

Coat-of-arms of Portugal.

[DaCunha, pl. vu1, 4.]

D. MARIA T.
1777-1799.
MEIO PARDAO. 1782.

Laureate busts of the queen
and her husband (D. Pedro

II1). r : Goa behind : 150 R

in front: 1782 in exergue.

1786.

Parpao. 1786.

Laureate busts of the queen)
GOA

i34

8. TaomE. 1792,

The cross of St. Thomas,
having at its upper
angles 12—x, and ‘at its
lower angles the  date
1792.

1798.

Coat-of-arms of Portugal.

SR [ SO A
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.Obv.

191

20

21

22

23

24
25

26

27

Tg.

Br.

Ar,

D. JOAO VI.

Recent rrom 1799-1818.
Kixe rroM 1818-1826.° ;

Cross of Christ, and date
1799.

I Coat-of-arms of Portugal, and

letters D—D. (Diu).

Rurpra. 1813.

Xe

Bust of the regent laureate l Coat-of-arms of Portugal.

Parpao. 1818.

Bust of the King Jaureate r :
GoA behind: PARDAO in
front: 1818 in exergue.

Parpao.

5 but 1820.

1820.

Coat-of-arms of the United
Kingdom (7.c., the arms of
Portugal with the sphere

of Brazil).

D. PEDRO IV.

. 1826~

1828.

TaNGA,

Coat-of-arms of Portugal.

ar. (Asia Portuguese), within
a laurel wreath, and .

below it.
[Da Cunha, pl. vii1, 9.]

”

MEgro Taxga. :
" 9 with the
addition of ¥ between the
letters ap. and .
”» 1
Ruria. 1828.

Bust of the king r: Goa be- | Coat-of-arms of the United

hind : mveia in front: 1828
in exergue.

Kingdom.
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Metal. Obv. * \ . Rev.
1828.
27-1 | Tg. |Coat-of-arms of Portugal | Cross of Christ, and | date |
» and letters v.n. (Diu). 1828.
D. MARTA ITI.!
1834-1853.
Ruees. 1883. She
28 | Ar. ,» but 1838. ]
Parpao. 1833.

29 [+ ,, | Bust of Pedro 1yv. laureate r : 3 :
@oA behind: PArDAO in W
front: 1833 in exergue. \

Parvio. 1839.
’
80| , |Bust of the queen 1. and|Coat-of-arms of Portugal
legend PARDAO. DE. GoA.| surrounded by a laurel
1839 in exergue, wreath. |
Ruera. 1840. i J
‘31 ,, | Bust of the queen 1. and 8
legend RVPIA. DE. GOA. 1540 {
in exergue.
i Tanca. 1840.

32 | Ae. | Coat-of-arms of Portugal be- | 60 =. within a laurel wreath.
tween two laurel branches :

1840 in exergue. [Da Cunlia, pl. 1x, 1]

33 $3) ”" »

Mzera TANGA. 1840.
, 34 ¥ " » but 30 B,

35 ” {inl

t «iihia distingnished prin
daughter, D. Marin, on the 2n
9ud of March 1828. He then d
March 1682.” De Cunhs, Indo-For

oo (D, Pedro 1V) abdicated the orown on hohalf, off his,
a of Mey 1826, which abdication was ratified an the/
cclared himself regent of the kingdom on tho 8rd of
tuywess Numismatics, Bombay, 1880,

8
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Metal. Obv. i . Rev.
15 RE1s. 1848.
36 | Ae. |Coat-of-arms of Portugal (15 »—n. withie: a beaded
within flowery embellish- | circle.
ments : 1843 in exergue.
Rupra. 1845,
37 | Ar. | Bust of the queen diademed | Ruers.  within a laurel
1. and legend MARIA II. POR- [ wreath.
TUG. ET. ALGARB. REGINA:
1845 in exergue.
[Da Cunha, pl, 1%, 2],
ParpAo. 1845.
38 | ,, ParpAo. within a laurel
wreath.
10 REms, 1845,
39 | Ae. | Coat-of-arms’ of Portugal: 10 &,
1846 in exergue.
40 5 ” »
7% Rers. 1845,
41 % v 7% ».
6 Rzrs. 1845.
49 9 % 6 R.
4} REes. 1845.
43 4 je | 4} Re
Parpao. 1846,
44 | Ar. | Bust'of tho queen diademed  PArpAo. within a laurel

L and legend maRria Ir. POR- wreath.
106. BT ALGARB. REGINA :

1846 in exergue.

[
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No. | Motal | Obv.

Mgero PArpio. 1846,

45 | Aw | Bust of the queen diademed |Mzro . within a laurel
1. and legend aARTA IT, POR- | wreath.

TUG. ET ALGARB. REGINA :

1846 in exergue.

6 Rers. 1848. _

46 |. Ao. |Coat-of-arms of Portugal: \ 6 R. )
1848 in exergue.

8 Res. 1848.
47 " ” ' 3 R. )

Rupra. 1850.

48 | Ar. |Bust of the queen diademed ) Coat-of-arms - of Portugal:
1. and legend MARIA II. POR- | RUPIA DE GOA in exergue.,
TUG. ET. ALGARB. REGINA :
1850 in exergue.

49 » n 2 2

Parpao. 1851,
. 1 {
801 ,» but date 1851. ; Coat-of-arms ' of Portugal:
] \ PARDAO DE GOA in eXergue. !
\

100 Rem. 1853,

51 ” 39 but'date 1858, 100 =rEis. within a laurel
wreath. .
1
D. PEDRO V.
1853—1865.

Mero Taxaa. 1861.

52 | Ae. |Qoat-of-arms of Portugal | 30 ®. within a Jaurel wreath.
within two launrel branches: |
1854 in exergue.
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Oby. Rev.,
Rurra, 1856.
N 54 | Ar. | Head of the young king r.| Rupra. coA. within a laurel
and legend PEIRUS v. PoR-! wreath.
TUG. ET ALGARB. REX : 1856
in exergue. & [Da Cunha, pl, ix, 6.]
Ruper, 1857.
55 " o but date 1857. is
Parpao. 1857.
a6 | ,, 1 PArDAU. GoA. within a laurel
wreath.
Mgeio Parpao. 1857.
&7 3 s Mgeio. ». within a laurel
wreath,
Parpao. 1860. 2
58 . % but date 1860. | PArDAU. GoA. within a laurel
wreath.
D. LUIZ 1.
' 1861—1889.
I Parpao. 1868.
69 | ,, |Bust of the young king 1 i
and legend wumOvVIOUS TI.
PORTUG. BT ALGARB. REX:
1868 in exergue.
Rurera. 1869,
601 ” but 1869. | Ruria GoA. within a laurel
: wreath.
[Da Cunha, pl. ix, 8.1
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No. | Metal. | - Obv, - Y Reov.
TaxcA. 1871.
61 | Ae. [Coat-of-arms of Portugal |Tayea 60 =rwmis,  within a
and legend . NDIA PORTUG: | laurel wreath.
1871 in exergue.
[Da Cunha, pl, ix, 9.]
62 " " 3%
Mzro TaxcA, 1871. -
63 5 i 4+ Tanea 80 nEms. within a
laurel wreath.
64 54 iy ”
QuarTER Taxea. 1871. i
651 ,, 5 3 TanGA 15 REms. within a
laurel wreath. ; |
- 66 P L i
10 Rxxs. 1871.
67 Bl R 10 Rems. within a laurel
wreath.
-
68 | # i
& REs. 1871,
69 ) " \ 5 but § R=is.
3 Rars, 1871. : ‘
10 » T Y
\ ” bu.t 3 RBIB\ { '
T ‘
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L

No. Metal.' Obv. Rey.
Rorza. 1881.
71 | Ar. |Bust of the king r. and]Coat-of-arms of Portugal
legend rubovicus 1. ror-| with laurel branches, and
TUG. ET. ALGARB. REX:| legend INDIA PORTUGUEZA
1881 in exergue. TMA RUPIA.
[Da Cunha, pl, ix, 11.]
Mera Ruera. 1881.
72 i o o but MEIA
RUPIA.
73 ” ") ”
Quarto pE Rupia, 1881,
74 iy 5 7 but auarTo
DE RUPIA.
Ocravo pE Rupra. 1881.
75 » ” 3 but ooravo
DE RUPIA,
QuarTo DE Tanga. 1881.
76 | Ae. héo Crown, and legend 18DIA POR-
TUGUEZA QUARTO DE TANGA,*
[Da Cunha, pl, ix, 10,]
77 P%) 1; ”
Rurra. 1882.
78 | Ar. | Bust of the king 1. and|Coat-of-arms of Portugal

legend nunovious 1. PORTUG.
EY ALGARB, REX: 1882 in
exergue,

with laurel branches, and
legend INDIA PORTUGUEZA
UMA RUPIA,




A




CEYLON COINS.

Tae coinage of the island of Ceylon, both ancient and ngodlern, has
been already fully dealt with in the Numismata Orientalia by Mr.
1., W. Rhys Davids, who gives the following list of the kings O_f Qeylon
from 1153-1296 A.D., those whose coins are extant being indicated
by a star :— :
1. Pardkrama Bdhu, 1153.%
2. Vijaya Bdhu 11, 1186, nephew of the last.
8. Nissanka Malla,* 1187, a prince of Kalinga.
4, Wikrama Bdahu 11, 1196, brother of Nissanka Malla.
5. Codaganga,® 1196, nephew of Nissanka Malla.
6. Lildwati (queen),* 1197, widow of Pardkrama Bahu.
7. Sihasa Malla,* 1200, brofher (?) of Nissanka Malla.
8. Kalydnawati (queen), 1202, widow of Nissanka Malla.
9. Dharmdoka,* 1208.
10. Tildwati (vestored), 1209.
11. Pdndi Pardkrama Bdhu 1211, Malabar usurper.
12. Mdagha 1214, a Kdlingan prince. -~
13. Dambadeniya Wijaya Bihu, 1235, founder of a new dynasty.
14. Dambadeniya Pardkrama, 1259, son of the last king.
15. Bosat Wijaya Bihu, 1204, son of the last king.
16. Bhunaweka Bdhu,* 1206, brother of the last king.

Of the coins of Nigsanka Malla and Codanga the Madras Musemi
contains no specimens, nor does it contain specimens of the copper half
massa of Plu‘aikru._nm Bédhu. The coinage of that monarch is,lhowm'er,
well represented in the museum collection by specimens of the gold Lan-
ke..fswum;. copper lion coin, of which a specimen was receuntly found at

- Kilakarai on the coast of the Madura district ; copper massa and quarter
masse s and a copper coin similar in every respect to the gold Lankes-
wara, found at Kilakarai, to the existence of which type no reference
18 made by Mr. Rhys Dayids, I have also scen a specimen of the
latter coin in the collection of the Rev. J. Tracy.

Following the same course as that adopted by Mr. Rhys Davids, I
have placed the gold Lakshmi, Tamraki and Irake coins with the Ceylon
coins, though, as that authority says,  their classification is, at present,

uite uncertain, and it is doubtful whether some of them belong to
eylon at all.” As regards the Iraka coin, which is named from ‘the
word Iraka (?) on the reverse, Mr. Rhys Davids suggests that the word
may possibly be Haraka or Daraka. Of this coin, Captain Tufnell
says :—2 < It hears the word ¢ Iraha,” a Prakeit form of the Sanskrit
word ¢ Rakshasa’ (demon), above which is what may be the lotus, or

'possibly the conch shell of Vishnu, and it is not improbable that the

holas of the 12th and 13th centurics were followers of that deity.”
Further, Bir Walter Blliot says :—? *“Gold fanams with the Ceylom

e i i St

1 On the Ancient Coins and Measwres of O

A ? ! 18 af Caylon.
; Madrfu .qurna_l of Diterature and S"ione;l- i

Numismata Orientalsa, 1885, Coing of Bonthern Tudia p. 138

s p. 188,

\

Intornational Numismate Orimh\li’.v

L
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~“type on the obverse, and an indistinct Négari reverse, are occasionally
met with. I received from Tanjore two gold pieces, weighing ahout 8
grains. ..... The reverse has three old Négari letters, which may be
vead iraka ? or daraka 2, throwing no light on their origin.. .. I was
inclined, when I first obtained them, fo assign them to the Cholas;
as they are not infrequent in the island (Ceylon) their origin is but
. doubtful.” : v
T have omitted from the present catalogue, though the Madras
Museum contains specimens, the large and small séfu bull coins, which
are included by Mr. Rhys Davids in his work. These coins, which
bear on the obverse the standing figure of a Réja with a weapon ()
in his right hand, and a tristla and sceptre in front, and on the reverse
the sacred bull Nandi with the emblems of the sun and moon above,
and the legend Séfu_below, doubtless. belong to Southern India, and
are attributed by Sir Walter Blliot 4 to the Zamindérs of Ramnéd, and
Sivaganga, the office of Sétupati or guardian of Adam’s bridge being
one which, though claiming a high antiquity, appears to have been
conferred or restored on the Zamind4r by Muttu Krishnappa Néyak,
the father of Tirumala Néyak, of Madura. ”?

T have also omitted the copper coins of the Chola dymasty of the
same type (called by Sir W. Elliot the Ceylon type) as the Lankeswara
coin of Parfkrama Bahu, bearing on the obverse the standing figure
of a Réja, and on the reverse the same figure in a sitiing posture
with the legend Rdja Rdja. These coins, Mr. Rhys Davids says, are
the coins from which he believes the whole of the Ceylon series to
bo derived, and they must have been introduced into Ceylon during
the invasion of the island by the Cholas, prior to the time of Paré-
krama Béhu,

The first seftlement of Europeans, the Portuguese, in Ceylon
took plaee in 1517, in which year Albergaria obtained permission from
the King of Kotta, whose territory closely adjoined Colombo, to build
g factory on the latter spot for purposes of trade.

Concerning the arrival of the Portuguese off Colombo, Davy says:: <
« The natives, who first saw them, went to Cotta and informed the
king that a new people was arrived, white and heautifully made, who
wore jron coats and iron caps, and drank blood and afe stones; who

ave a gold coin for a fish or even a lime; and who had a kind of
instrument that could produce thunder and lightning ; and balls which,
put into these instruments, wonld fly many miles, break ramparts, and
destroy forts.”

«1he appearance,” says Tennent,” *of the Portuguese in Ceylon
at this critieal period, served not only to check the career of the Moors,
but to extinguish the independence of the native princes ; and, looking
%o the facility with which the former had previously superseded the
Malabars, and were fast acquiring an ascendancy over the Cinghalese
chiefs, it is not an unreasonable conjecture that, but for this timely
appenrance of a christian power in the island, Ceylon, instead of a

QEETTIE
¢ Op. cit., ps 134, 5 fir W. Elliot, op. vit.. pi 1834
s Aécount of the Interior of Cuylon and of ite Inhabitants, with Travels in that Island,

1821,
7 Caylon, vol, I, p. 633, 1860,



ahometan kingdom, under the rule of some Arabian adventuger.”
The occupation by the Portuguese was, however, thq cause of constant
dissension with the natives, and eventually an alliance was formed
between the native princes and the Dutch to expel the Portuguese, the
conditions of the treaty being made by Rajah Singha, who afterwards
became sole king of the interior, on board one of the Dutch ships off
Batticoloa.

In his work on Ceylon® Bertolocei says:—¢ Whatever was the
currency of Ceylon during the government of the Portuguese, no vestige
now remains of it ; and an investigation of that subject could throw no
light upon its present condition.” On this point Mr. Rhys Dayids
says :—*‘ No coins are known to have been struck by the Portuguese in
or for Ceylon. Knox says that of three sorts of coin in use one
was coined by the Portugals; the king’s arms on one side and the
image of a friar on the.other, and by the Chingulays called tangom
massa. The value of one is nine-pence English ; poddi tangom, or the
small tangom, is half as much; but these were probably struck in
Portugal, and not for use in Ceylon.” : :

The last stronghold of the Portuguese in Ceylon, Jaffna, was given
up in 1658, and the Dutch occupation continued till 1796, in which
year the island was ceded to the English. So far back as 1763 an
embassy had been despatched by the Grovernor of Madras to propose &
ireaty fo Kirti Svi, the king of Kandy, but no immediate result
followed. Twenty years later Trincomallee was occupied by a British
force under Sir Hector Munro, but the fort was surprised by a French
fleet, and the British garrison transported to Madras. In 1795 an
expedition, commanded by Colonel Stuart, landed at Trincomallee, which
capitulated in threo weeks. ILater in the same year Calpentyn was
occupied, and early in 1798 Negombo and Colombo were taken posses-
sion of, and a convention was signed, by which Point de Galle, Matura,/
and the remaining fortified places were ceded to Great Britain.

During the Dutch occupation large numbers of the coins of the
Dutch Hast India Company, many bearing the monogram," v.o0.c.
found their way to the island, but these I shall deal with on a future
occasion. As regards the Huropean coins, which were struck spocially
for Ceylon, I cannot do belter than quote in detail the observations
of Mr. Rhys Davids, who says :-— The Dutch struck only a very few
silver rix dollars, which are very rare, if not entirely extinet, and
which T have never seen. A thick eopper stuiver having on the obverse
the monogram, v.0ic., the o and ¢ written over the sides of thé A
and in the open part of the v the letter o, perhaps for Colombo or
Ceylon, is occasionally met with. ' On the reverso is the legend 1 stuiver,
the numeral 1 being above the word stuiver (which ocoupies the centre
of the field coin), and having four dots on eachside of it.. Below is the
date, the dates in my collection being 1784, 1785, 1786 1789, 1791,
1798, 1705. 1t is possible, however, that this ¢ is only a mint, marky
and that these coins, whose rough execution shows them to have been
struck in the Duteh Hast Indies {the monogram, v.0.0., stands for the

% View of the Agrioultiral, Commercial, and Financial Interasts of Coylon, 1817,
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hitial letters of Vereinigte Ostindische Compagnie, i.¢., United Tas

India Company) were not, after all, struck in Ceylon, . There are similar

coins with two apparently Tamil letters below the words stuiver, and

with © and 6 in the place of c. If these letters stand for Trinkomalei

and Galle, then one would expeet Cinghalese letters, but they look like

té]e Tamil letters 1. L. for Ilankei, the Tamil form of Lanké, that is,
eylon.

“The English have issued four types of coins besides the present
one. Type 1, which is thick and coarsely executed, has on the obyerse
an elephant, below which is the date ; on the reverse the words Cevron
‘Goveexmuxt round a circle, within which is the value of the coin, Of
this type there are three thick silver pieces (very rare) of the value
of 96, 48, and 24 stuivers (4 of which = 1 fanam), weighing 280, 140,
and 70 grains, respectively. The 48 stuiver piece is equal to the rix
dollar, and the three thick copper pieces of this type are, respectively,
worth 1, &y, and %, of its value. These copper coins weigh 50
stuivers to the pound, and are now difficult to procure.

 Of this type, specimens of the following years, without letters, are
in my collection, and those of the years marked (B.m.), are added
from the British museum collection :—

Rilver, 96 Stuivers, 1808 (B.x.), 1809 (B.M.).
= 48 o 1803 (8.3.), 1804 (B.3r.), 1808, 1809 (B.2r.).
? 24 1808, 1804 (.ar.), 1808 (B.ar).
Copper, 4 g 1808 (m.m.), 1804, 1805 (m.ae), 1811 (m.ar),
1814, 1815.
TR 1801, 1802, 1803, 1805 (m.ar.), 1811, 1812
(Ban), 1818 (B.ar), 1814, 1815, 1816.
% 1 i 1801, 1802, 1803 (m.a.), 1809, 1811 (m.aw),
1812, 1813, 1814, 1815, 1817.

“Of Type 2 one issue was made, in copper, in 1802, of stuivers, half
stuivers, and quarter stuivers; they are thin, like modern coins, and
well executed, weighing 36 stuivers to 1 lb., obverse and reverse as on
the last type. The British museum has specimens of this type, dated
1804, but it is not certain whether they were ever in circulation.

« Of type 3 also one issue was made, in 1815, of two-stuiver, stuiver,
and half stuiver pieces in copper, and one issue of rix dollars in silver
in 1821, Obyerse of the copper, head of George 1 to right, with
legend GEORGIUS. ITL. D.G. BRITANNIARUM. REX.: of the silyer, head of
Geo. 1v. to left, with legend GEORGIUS. IV. D.G. BRITANNIARUM. REX.
¥.0. Reverse of the copper, an clephant to left; above the legend,
Ceylon two stivers, one stiver, or one-half stiver, with the date below.
The silver the same, but the legend is Ceylon one riz dollar, and round
the elephant a wreath of flowers. The coins of this type are still
aeensionally meb with in the bazdrs, but the half stuiver is very diflicult
to got. Both this and the last issue were struck in England.

“Tastly, fanam pieces of two kinds were struck in silver. The first,
which Is very rare, and was issued about 1820, has simply round a
small circle with & dof in its centre vANaM on one side and ToREN on
the other of & silver coin loss than § of an inch in diameter, and without
date. 'T'he worlg-peop]e, who built Baddegama church, the oldest
Yinglish church in Oeylon, are said, fo have been paid in this coin,
which is roughly oxecuted. The other, which is half an inch in

L.
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“diameter, has on the obverse the bust of Victoria surrounded by the
legend VIOTORIA. D.G. BRITANNIAR. REGINA, F.D. and on the reverse the
figures 15 and the date 1842, surmounted by a crown and surronnded
by a wreath. This little coin, seldom met with in Ceylon, is beanti-
fully executed, and was struck in England; whilst the fanam tokens
were struck in Ceylon.

¢ There is, in the British Museum, one silver specimen of another
type, but whether this is a proof of an unpublished coin, or & specimen
of a coin in actual circulation, I have been unableto ascertain. It has
on the obverse the words Two RIX DOLLARS in a square tablet sur-
mounted by a crown ; above it, Ceylon ; below it on a seroll, DIEU ET
noN proit, and below that again the word currENcY; on the reverse
an elephant to the left, and below it the date 1812.%

As regards the little coin mentioned above, with the figures 14 and
the date 1842, Captain Tufnell says:® *“The desoription so exactly
corresponds with that of the 1id. of the ¢ Maunday > money, that I
cannot but think that the specimens alluded to helong to that series, or
to an issue of this silver piece, still to a certain extent in circulation in
Malta as a fraction of 8¢, which sum appears to be the most usual
charge for all small commodities and services in Valetta.”?

* Madras Journ. Lit. and Seience, 1858, p. 187,

L.
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CATALOGUE

OF

CEYLON COINS IN THE MADRAS MUSEUM.

Metal.

No. Obv. Rev.
PARAKRAMA BAHU.
1153-1186 A.D.
Lanxrswara Gornp Coin.
An. |Standing figure r; dhoti in| The same figure as on the

folds on each side of, and
between the legs; conical
hat on head; in the =
hand a weapon, and to L
of this a sceptre (?); in L

obverse seated, and holding
lotus flower in 1. hand ; a
grating below L leg on the
I. side of the figure in-
gseription

hand a lotus flower. The
figure stands on a snake
with a small hole in the
centre. To 1. helow 1L
arm are five dots, and a
lotus flower,

Srt. Lankegwara.

2 ” b bi s

Lavreswira CorpEr Corw.

3| Ae. 7 l SiLy)

CorpErR Masga.
Standing  figure holdingl Seated figure and inscription.

weapon in r. hand; below
to r. lotus flower and five Srt. Parélkrama Béhu.

dots.

X
—
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»~
‘

Sl

Oby,

Motal. Rey.
COorrEr “Laox CoIx. .
6| Ae. |Standing figure holding | Seated figure and inscripuon
. weapoﬁ ingr. hand, ang Sre. Pardkrama Biku.
lotus flower in 1. A lion
sitting ». with mouth open,
and exposing the teeth in
the upper jaw.
7 »” 7 7
VITAYA:BAHTU.
1186-1187 A.D,
8 » |Standing figure holding | Seated figure and inseription
weapon in r hand; below Sré. Vijaya Bihu.
to r. lotus flower and dots.
9 7 15 i)
Gorp Fanan,
91| Au, 4 | Sré. Vijaya Béhu,
LIiLAVATIL,
1197-1200 A.D.
10 | Ae. # Seated figure and inscription
W Sri. Rija Lildvats,
SAmass Marra,
§ 1200-1202 A.D.
11 » .| Standing ﬁgd\"o holding | Seated figure and inseription
weapon in r hand; below to Sri. Mat. Séhasa. Mallg,
2. lotus flower and dots, !
12 4] £3) ” )
DHARMASOKA,
‘ 1208-1209 A.D).
13

Standing  fgure
weapon in r. hand; helow
to r. lotus flower and dots,

holding | Beated &

%ure and inspription

Sri. Dharmmigoka Dova.

{
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CEYLON COINS.

§ Obv.

No. | Metal Rev.
BHUVANAIKA BAHU.
1296 A.D.

14 | Ae. |Standing figure holding | Seated figure and inscription
weapon in r. hand; below Srt. Bhuvanaika Bdhw.
to r. lotus flower and dots.

Gorp Laxsmmf Cors.

15 | Au | Standing figure, with ‘or- Inscription  Lakshmt hyith
nament above r. arm, and gymbol of lotus (?) above.
trident below 1. arm.

Gorp Tammraxi CoIx.
15°1 5 o Inscription  Zamraki  with
symbol of lotus (?) above.
Gorp Iraxa Corx.

16 ., | Standing figure with weapon | Inscription Traka (?) with
in r, hand, and lotus flower | symbol of lotus flower (?)
in 1. ; trident below 1. arm. and a stroke and dot above.

17 ” ” b2

18 5% ¥ The same inseription, with

a circle and two dots aboye.
Smver Hoox Money.'

19 | Ar. | Bar of silver bent into a hook, with a mark stamped upon
it. )

Sinver Laxga Money.

20 ,, | Bar of silver bent so as to be slipped into the belt, with an
Arabic inseription on both sides.

Duron 1789,
201 | Ae. |v.0.c. with the letter . in [Date 1789, and legend @ e
open pmt of the v, and| (Tr)*
8.1, below.

! Wor note o

n this money seo Rhys Davids op. cit., pp. 38-85.
% « for Tlankei, the Towmil form of Lenks, .., Ceylon” Rhys Davids.

[




it . !
CEYLON COINS.

Metal. , Oby. Rey.
EURCPEAN COINAGE.
Durca 1 90.
21 Aé; v.0.0. with the letter . in I srt. 1790.
open part of the v.
Durcn 1795.
22' » | V.0.0., with the letter ¢. in I sTUIvER, 1795.
open part of the v.
22:1: » » ”
Brrrism.
23 s» | OBYLON GOVERNMENT round a | Elephant 1. with 1801 below.
civcle, within which is the | -
number 12.
24 » | CBYLON GoVERNMENT round a | Elephant 1. with 1802 below.
cirele, within which is the
number 48.
25 ” ” »
26 i » but 96. "
27 1 sy but 192, 5
27401 4 ;s but 48, »»  but 1803.
28 Ar. | ¢eYLoN GovERNMENT round a | Elephant 1. with 1805 below.
circle, within which is the
value of the coin 24 s1.
- I SRV ,» but 48 sn. ,, but 1808,
30 3 Same as No. 28. y»  but 1809.
801 % ,. Elephant r. with 1811 below.
31 » | CEYLON GOYERNMENT round a | Elephant 1. with 1815 b;low.
cirele, within which is the
number 24,
I 32 ” ” "
33 » | GEORGIUS I D. 6. Brivaw- | Blephant 1. with inscription
NIARUM REX. Bust of the| cryrLox Two strvers above,
king r. and 1815 below,

SL



CEYLON COINY.

Obw.

Rev.

{

34

35
36

37

38

39

40

41

- 42

43

Ae.

b2

EUROPEAN OOINAGE—continued.

GEORGIUS III. D. G. BRITAN-
NIARUM REX. Bust of the

king r.

Tlephant 1. with inscription
CEYLON TWO STIVERS above,
and 1815 below.

,» but ONE STIVER.

;y but HALF STIVER.

Smver Fanam Toxew.

FANAM round a circle with a
dot in centre.

”

toxEN round a circle with a
dot in centre.

BinvEr Rix Donrar,

GEORGIUS IV D. G. BRITAN-
NIAR. REX. Bust of the
king 1. .

VIOTORTA QUEEN. Bust of the
queen 1.

Elephant 1. with cEvroN oxe
RIX DOLLAR above, floral
wreath and date 1821
below.

OEYLON FIVE CENTS 1870 round
a circle, within which is a
palm tree, and the value
of the coin—5 . cents—in
Tamil and Cinghalese.

7

OEYLON ONE OENT 1870 round
a circle, within which is a
palm tree, and the value
of the coin—1 cent—in
Tamil and Cinghalese.

12

CEYLON WALF OENT 1870 round
a circle, within which is a
palm tree, and the value
of the oevin—} cent—in
Tamuil and Cinghalese.

CEYLON QUARTER OENT 1870
round acirele, within which
is a palm tree, and the
value of the coin—7 cent—
in Tamil and Oinghalese.

L
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CEYLON COINS.

75

No. | Metal. Obyv, 4 Rev.

EUROPEAN COINAGE—continuid.
46 | Ar. | VIOTORIA D.G. BRITANNIAR. | HALF FARTHING with erown
° | REGINA. £ D, Bust of the| above and 1843 and rose,
queen 1. shamrock, and thistle

below.
3 47 P ” »

, 48 o Defaced, ;7 bub QUARTER FAR-

' THING. 1858,

)
1y,
B '..5"9:' ” 7 (1)
.50 »7 | VICTORIA QUEEN. Bust of the | cEYLON. 50 cEnTs. 1892. Palm
' queen 1. tiee, and value of the coin
in Tamil and Cinghalese.

Blilimats - ;s but 1898,

52, (1555 A CEYLON. 25 cENTs 1892. Palm

- tree, and value of the coin
in Tamil and Cinghalese.

53 iy 5 ;» but 1898.

54 ) % OEYLON. 10 oEnTs 1892. Palm
tree, and value of the coin
in Tamil and Cinghalese.

B2 iy % ,» but 1898,

1 W
Toxzx,
56 » |TATHAM & 00. COLOMBO CEY- | SVDDUWELLE MILLS.
TLON. "

57

20523 Weretan,

Al ey i

W

L



