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SELECTED PAPERS

RELATIVE 70 THE

GRANT 0T .TITLES AND HONORARY DISTINCIIONS

IN: INDIA.

No. 1.

From C. Beavox, Bsquire, Officiating Secretary to the Government of
India, Foreign Dep! t, to G. F. I ; Esquire, Secretary to the

Government of India, with the Governor General, No. 3029, dated Fort ‘Willians,
the 3rd September, 1858.

L as directed to forward, for the consideration of the Right .
How’ble the Governor General, copy of a Despateh from the Chief
Secretary to the Government of Madras, No. 446, dated the 1dth
July last, on the subject of bestowing Titles and other honorary dis-
tinetions on the Natives of India,

2. The President in Couneil takes this opportunity of record-
ing his opinion upon this important question,

3. 5 Honor in Council does not think that it wotld Te
expedient to take away the exclusively Military claracter of the
Order of Merit, or that any advantage would be gmnd by so doing.
But he “S of opinion that in additfon to the Titles Which the Govern-
ment gow bestows under the general and somelwhiat vague provi-
sions of the Resolution* of the BOth May, 1820,
distinetions of aminor character for servicos and
meritd of a civil and political nature should W stematically con-
ferred. There is no rice in the world, Iis Tionen it Council remarks,
with whom distinefions of this nature would be productive of moro
good than the Asiatic subjects of Her Majesty.

*°A copy sent,

4. There can be no doulit of the propriety, His Honor in
Council abserves, of prohibiting the Native sibjects of IHer Majesty
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eiving Titles from Native Princes, real or titular.

Indian ‘ruler has of course a right to hestow titles on
is own subjects, bub mot on those of another Government, at
any rate without its consent. Titular Princes, such as the late
Nawab of the Carnatie, or the Nawab Nazim of Bengal, should not
be allowed to continue the practice of bestowing Titles ; and per-
haps the same rule should hold good with regard to dependent and
fendatory Indian chiefs.

5. His Honor in Council does mot agree with the Madras
Government in thinking that Titles shonld be bestowed on Turo-
pean British subjects, otherwise than by the Crown directly.

6. On the whole, the President in Council desires to recom-
mend that a Committee should be appointed to consider and report;
on the whole subject, nnder such genersl instructions as may be
thought proper,

7. The following are some of the points to which, as it occurs
to His Honor in Council, the enquiries of such a Commiittee might
be directed :

Whether there should be any, and if any, what change in the
Titles now given.

Whether there should be any, and if any, what additional
Titles and honorary distinetions,

Whether the hestowal of Titles should be iccompnnied by any,
and if any, by what decorations or substantial adyantages, or both,

Whether Titles should bein any case hereditary.

Whether the same Titles shonld be granted for social position,
for long good conduet, and for special sexvice, or whether they
ghould be different,

Whether there should Te one, or more than one order, and
whether in each order the number of Titles of each grade or elass
ghould be limited or unlimited.

Whether the Governments of Bombay and Madras shonld con-
finue 1o excrcise the power of conferring Titles and distinctions, or
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. the power throughout India should be confined
ot General in Couneil. )
Whether the highest Titles, especially those which it may be
thought proper to reserve for the chiefs and dependent and fenda-
tory States, should not be granted by the Crown, on the recommen-
dation of the Governor General in Council,

8. The President in Council considers it highly desivable that
the subject should be redeemed from its present state of obsecurity
and uncertainty, and placed on the same clear and well understood
footing as it was under the Mogul Bmpire, and as the grant of
honors and distinctions is in the United Kingdom; and he cons
ceives that there could not be a more opportune time for carrying
oufi such a measure than the present, when recent occurrences have
raised in many quarters a claim to the grant of honors from the
Giovernment, and when the administration of India has been trans-
forred by Act of Parliament from the Hast India Company to the

Crown.
I have, &e., )

(Signed) ~ C. BEADON.

No. 2.

From T. Pyororr, Esquire, Chicf Secretary to the Government of.}‘oﬂ,. St.
Gieorge, to the Seeretary to the Government of India, in the Forcign Department,
No. 446, dated the 14th July 1858.

I ax directed by the Governor in Council to submit, for the eon-
sideration of the Gavernment of Tndia, the atcompanging copy of a
letter from the Gtovernment Agent ab Chepauk,

9. In this lotter, Dr. Balfour brings o notice the Titles and Tnsignin
which have been bestowed upon his relatives and dependants by the late
Nawab of the Carnatic, and he enlarges on the desire for such distines
tions felt by the natives of India generally, and the use flab miy be made

of that feeling in stimulating and rewarding loyslby and good service.

3. 'The impression ap which he bas arrived is, that the Orders of
British India and of Merit might ho extended 4o all classes of subjecks
in Indip, Buropeans as well as Natives, sorvants of thu Stabe, as woll ds
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4. The Governor in Council instructs me to state that he is dis~
posed to concur generally in Dr. Balfow’s views, and that, deeming the
subject one of much importance, he has been induced to submit that Officer’s
Jetter to the Government of India. The crisis through which our Indian
Empire has lately passed, has elicited numerous instances of fidelity and
good conduct among all orders of the people, and it may deserve considera~
tion whether the opporbunity should not be taken for the public recognition
of such services, either in the mode suggested by Dr. Balfour, or in some
similar manner.

I have, &c.,

(Signed) . PYCROFT.

From Surgeon E. G. BAurour, Government Agent at Chepauk, and Pay-master of
Carnatic Stipends, to T. Pxororr, Esquire, Chief Seeretary to Goyernment, Fort St.
George, No. 987 of G. A. dated 2nd June 1858.

Axoxast otber native gentlemen who at present are seryants in the
Office of the Government Agent at Chepauk, and Pay-master of Carnatic
Stipends, and performing, under my orders, duties connected with the
yecords of the Carnatic Sircar, there are six who hold titles from the late
Nabobs, whose salaries and avocations are as follows:

Trres, SArARIES, How sarroyen.
Rs.
Rajah Girdhares Lall, Krceatwint Ba-
hadoor .., ST W k) St A Yot 15 In the recon!sof theDast-i-Khass
or bonse
Rsjuh Eshwur Doss, Dyawuut Bahadoor 70 Khandan \umhudm relatives
Vabol
Rajah Hoolas Rag, Dya Bahadoor .. 70 Persian unmment.
Tajah Tej Bhan Bahadoor s 70 Hoozoor Meersamance.
l(ac Ruttuy Chund s s 60 Dewanes Records,
Rae Futteh Chund? e et . Ca 80 Sadarut Do,

* Binve acoopted other employ.,

2. On searching the Birear records, I find that since the 318t of

| July, 1801, the date of aecession of the Nabob Azeem-ood-Dowlah Baha-

door, there have boen 890 Titles distributod Iy that Nabol and bis succes~
sors amonget 704 persons,
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GiveN 10 MANOMEDAXS,

GiveN 10 HIspoos.

No.
10 Nabob,

2 Jah,

8§ Omrah,
23 Mulk.
39 Dowlah,
84 Jung.
142 Bahadgpor.

Khan,

No.

15 Waunt.
Maharajah.
18 Rajah Raian,
1 Rae Raean.

=

5 13
76 Rae.

115 Bl

and the names of the individuals on whom these titles have been bestowed

will be found in Appendix A.

4. In addition to these titles, there were bestowed certain badges or
eniblems of honor and rank, which could not be used by any mdividual
unless espocially permitted by the Nabobs to do so; the permissions to use

which, issued sinee 1801, have been as under:—

HoxpoosraNes., Excusm
Palkee Sada. Plain Palanguin,
Palkee Jhallardar. Mogaley Do.
Chawur, (‘huv\m of foathers,
Chutree. Umbrolla,
Aftabaghoeree, Sun ﬂhndo.
Malboos-i-Khas, Nabob's ap
Alleebund. Full Dress clv.
Romala Shawl. Shawl,

havwl, Large Shawl.

Jama-
Neom-Asteen,
Khilat.

Jowahir Sar- a-pa.
Jowahir,

Biphar,
Shumshare,
Peshkuba,
Nowbut.

Nakara.
l‘ed-l\a-su i-Telal-o-Tavesh.

Mali Maratib.
Kulmndan Mye-lowaszimah.,

Munsub of from 100 tp 62,000

Double Shawl.

Shawl Dresa.

Brocade Dress,

Boat Oloak,

Dress of honor.

Camplots set of Jewels,

Separate Jewels.

Shield, \

Seimetar.

Dagger,

_Mn%'%iul Drun.

Gong.

Muinud,

Canopy.

()p.-upl’nlan

Standard and }\nllll) Driyma

Elsphant with Gold Trappings
and moasuriog rod,

Finh Standasd,

Inkstund, complote with its
APILFG o

\onmmmlmm of from 100 to

5000,




o
“Phese badges may be' regarded as equivalent of the h
familiar to us in Turope, where, as i8 so well known, whether
it be a Orown, or a Collar; a Star, a Cross, or a Chainy a Medal, &
Devyice; or & Seal; a Spur of honor, or Sword of honor; a Mantle, a
Ribbon or Scarf, or any of the standards designative of Military and
Naval Rank; such badgesare, in their various extents, the same, and
Sovereigns are enabled by their means, to recompense merit of every
denomination, without making the gifts burthensome fo their subjects,
neither the treasure of the State nor the Civil Pension List being in
any way affected by such Royal henefactions.

6. When permission was granted, the emblem sanctioned was
presented; but, in addition to these, presents of other articles were
favorite modes of showing honor to servants, and all these marks of
favor were prized by the Sircar servants. It is true that there are to
be met with in the world, men with the moral sentiments so exalted as
to feel a sufficient reward for all their labors in a consciousness of their
own honest desire to do  their duty. These, however, are not the
multitude, and we notice that in all ages tulers have resorted to other
means to stimulate the slothiul, and recognise the zealous. Speaking of
the mass, we know that men labor and serve fo earn money, or honor, or
love, these being the three great objects of desire in life. During our
mle in the Fast, however, we have mainly been holding out to the
people of those countries only one of these three, yet we know that,
whatever might; be their admiration, respect, or esteem for us, we are,
by our physical habits, our snorals and intellects; too far remoyed from
the natives of India to obtain their love; we have strewn honors
among them with such gparing hand, that T have only met with one
person in_ our civil employ holding any, and he only the lowest of the
Tlindoo Titles; and even our money payments have begn less in amounts
than to those of our own countrymen, although we
natives, and particularly of late years, fret at
s which reasonahly or

4o native servants
all Joow that many
secing Wuropeans enjoying emoluments for office
gnreagonably natives balieve themsclves capable of filling with  equal
ability 5 we have used ouly the mere mioney incitement, as if forgetful
fhat if men are to be ruled and governed and urged to high endeavours,
$hese objects ean best be attained by holding out for their aim, or by
offering to their view; objects for {heir attai t, and ind s to
exerlion, us varicd as their own dosircs, and there aro fow of ug bub
must hove observed that a6 education has spread amongst the native
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e have not been able to satisfy the crayings and loi
ongst the educated of these people, whose mindg are filled

7. Indeed, throughout the whole period of ourrule in our Fastern
Empire, otir governing has been particularty marked by our abstaining from
efforts to rouse the higher and better feclings of the servants, by the
holding out to them the prospect of attaining such honors as ambitious
and noble minds may ever: legitimately feel desirous for, and sfrive to
obtain. v :

8. ‘We know the full yalue of orders of honorary distinction, for we
have seen them =o long before our eyes in Europe, and see s0 many of our
counfrymen decorated with them here, that the estimation in which they
are held is quite familiar to us. We have also, by the formal act of the
Government of India, in establishing the Order of British India and Order
of Merit, seen that Government recognised the fact that the matives of
these countries are ptible of being infl d by the desire of distine-
tion, and the appended list will prove that this desire i as greaf, if not
greater, than that which influences ourselves.

9. I think that we have been defective in our arrangements to sap- |
ply the yaried wants of our servants,

10.  The Order of British Tnudia and Order of Merit have not only
never supplied the deficiency, but they have not even taken the pasition
which they might have done, and have therefore, so fur as results seem to
show, not brought that power to our rule for which they were susccptib\!e,
Why this should have occurred it is not perhaps difficult o indicate.

11. They were instituted only for a class of Military servants of the
Empire, and even amongst them the Order of Merit has been bestowed
with most sparing hand, there being at present only two Native Soldiors in
the Madras Army, of all grades, who are members of it. \

12. Bub the great defect in the rules of the Orders, has been their
exclusive character. ' ,

13. By the Statutes the Military only, and even of this class of pur
servants, only the Native Soldiery, aro eligible to bo elected members of
the two Orders.  And, though this is the case, it must e adoribted that
while the Native Soldiery are not the only, they are mot the servants of
the State who best eam claims o distinction, and 2o to restrict almis-
glon into the Ovders has had ' trehle dicadvantage. It oreatosa sopara-
$ion smongst portions of our servants whd should not be separated, bub
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L. b# stimulated by one common zeal and aim ; it lowers tib-v%
zder in the eyes of the natives themselves, as they all must see'
that the bravest of the European Soldiers never wear to adorn it, and it
creates amongst the Europeans; in all branches of the Public Service, as
also amongst all the natives in our civil employ, the impression eithor
that they are not deserying of the Orders of British India and of Merit,
ox, that the Orders are not worthy of them. Yet, it may not be questioned
that there is not in India any European servant of the State, however
exalted may be his rank, however great his ability, however comprehen-
sive his knowledge, or how great soéver his deeds, but would accept with
honest pride and feelings of just emotion the offer to enrol him as a mem-
ber of the Order of Merit of British India, provided the State bestowed it
in recognition of his merits.

14, Tn such matters as this, it is not what is bestowed, but the
motives for, and the associates in the bestowal, by which the value of the
gift is estimated, and proper selecting is alone required. I feel assured
it will be allowed that, as abody of men, there i8 no Government which
has ever had fewer sluggards, and no rulers have ever had so many ear-
nest men as amongst the Englishmen serving the Indian Government, and
I know that the proudest amongst them would feel honored if he were
recognised by the State as having been of use fo India, and were granted
either of the two Orders of British India in token of the State’s recogni-

“tion of his merits, For honoring in this mamnes, due selection, as was
before said, is all in all. There is no order, however illustrious, but may
receive additional lustre by the enrolment amongst its members of an
honorable name, and there is no Order but may be kept low or brought into
disrepute by the humbleness of its aims, or its too lavish or unworthy
Destowal,

15. Under these views alone, it seemsto me that to restrict the Orders
of British India and that of Merit to the Military servants of the State
was o mistake: but to restrict them to the Native Scldiery, the least
worthy part of the Military, was a greater error, and one which could only
have the effect of keeping it as the lowest of the Orders granted for services
by Sovereign rulers,

16. The institution of Orders of Knighthood, as a means of recom-
pence for heroie achievements, is traceableto a high antiquity, but the objeet
of theOrdersof Burope is nob confined to rewnrd Milifary valour displayed
in the field, but to promote loyalty, literary pursuits, and other yirtues, and
we aceordingly see them conferred on those who }léserve well of the State
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with different

Records how liberally the Carnatic Naboly

titles serving under me,

ler; on men as well as women ; hestowed alike for valour in
for civil services to the nation in the closet, or at the har, or in the
senate; as also for diplomatic services at home or abroad.

In my position, seeing a dynasty passing away, seeing six men
and knowing from the Sirear
s have bestowed on their own

relations, on their seryants, and even on our subjects, Mahomedan and
Hindoo Titles, it has seemed-advisable to bring the subject specially to the
notice of Government, as I believe it would add greatly to our power of
governing the people of these countries were we to use other than the
mercenary means which we have hitherto solely been employing. 1 can

believe that there are many

where Gov

ti would find it nseful

to bestow titles amongst its servants, and as one of these I might instance
that of a servant in a position where his services are really usefal, where
if s impossible to reward him with inerease of salary or remove him to
another office, to whom the grant of a Title would be accepted by himself
as sufficient, and would be regarded by others as an honorable recognition
by the State of their servant’s labors. There are men amongst the Hin-

doos and Mahomedans, as there are amongst ourselyes,
Tifles, and I have known instances of such ; but there

who disregard
are others whom T

have known, whose great desire to possess Titles has marked the high
estimation they put upon them, and thus shown how much they might
have been influenced to' exertion by ourselves, had we too held ont\to them
the prospect of attaining the honors to which their longings extended.

As one of these cases, I may mention that

.

1. Tetter from D. White, Esquire, Collector of

Nellore, dated 10th January 1850, No, 7.

2. Letter to H
January 1850.

7
is Highuness the Nabob, dated 14th

8. Lotter from His Highness the Nabob, dated 13¢h

August 1853,

4. Letter to His Highness the Nabob, dated 13¢h

Aungust. 1853,

5, Lotter from Tis Higliness the Naboh, dated 15¢h

Angust 1863,

6. Lettar to Chief Seeretary (o Government, dated
17th August 1858, No. 43.
7. Extract Minutes of Consultation, dated 23vd

August 1858, No.

310.

5, Lefter to His Highuess the Nabob datod 26tk

Augnst 1853, No.

143,

of a subject and servant,
as his case is within the
knowledg

e of Grovernment,
having been the subject: of
th(‘- col‘x\'spondonuc as por
margin, It is  that of
Kader Ally, Tehsildar! of
Kaolee, who had been
{gruntcnl the Titles of Khan
and Bahadoor by the late
Nabob, Mahomed Ghos,
and he made persevering
efforts to obbain the reCog-

nition of our Government to the same, by striving to' make Govern.,

ment the med
Titles,

inm of  Lransmitting

to him the seal granted 'for thie

&
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HYere was another man well known in this place, “Stret-

illay, & Hindoo, who was generally regarded as superior to
such matters; bub whose great desire in later life was to obtain a

_ Title from the Nubob of the Carnatic, and he did at length obtain
one for himself, viz. that of Rajah Streenawassa Pillay, Indra Baha-
door, and one for his adopted son, Sreeman Ramanooja Moonea. Pillay,
the lad now at the High School, viz., of Rajah Sreeman Ramanooja
Moonea Pillay; Karan Wunt Bahadoor. 3

 19. When I asked the Pillay what had induced Zim to seck for
"itles or accept them, his answer to me was illustrative of the various
motives for action among men; for he replied: “I was desirous of
having this mark of favor from my Sovereign to clevate me in the favor
of my counfrymen.” Yet who shall say but that having felt he
had exhausted all the favors of our Government, he only resorted
to o Native Court to get that which he so much had longed for, which
we might easily have granted to a man of his position, but yet did nob
fhink of giving, or would not give.

90, The Haropean custom of hereditary Titles is Here wholly
! anknown ; all titles, &c. are personal, and any creation of ours shoald
equally be so; and this practice wholly prevents the possibilify of Titles
descending to an impoverished than, as it would lapsg with the life of tlre
first holder. It is not the custom of the Eastern Courts to grant money
payments along with Titles: on some oceasions such grants are made,
but it is not general, nor usut to do so, and need not he aflapterl by us:
and the numbers, names, and salavies of Titled Sircar servauts still surviving,
# See the word “ alive” in column of remarks. BOAPR DR S R g ey
show. that these people at
least do not consider a large income and expenditare as in any way con-
Hected with, or necessary to be possessed by the holder of a Title.

21, What the new honor should consist of, may be matter of discus-
sion ¢ it will be observed that the Mahomedan Sovercign grants Mabomedan
Titles to Malomedans, and Hindoo Titles to Hindoos, to men as well as to
wonpen, and it would thercfore seem quite in keeping for usito grant to our
native subjects and servants such Titles and honors as we thiuk suitable.

22, The source of honor amongst our nation is our Giravious
Bovereign. , T am of opinton that if honors be given, they ought fo be
80 in tho name of Her Majesty, on the recommendation of thie Govorn-
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23. My own impression is, that the Orders of British India and
of Merit might be extended to all classes of subjects in India, Huropeans
as well as Natives, servants of the State, as well as private gentlemen,
and 1 suljoin copy of the orders instituting the two Orders of British
India and of Merit to show their applicability.

24. The object of my present recommendation being to increase
the power of our rule, it is a legitimate question to ask if the Native
States, who have showered down with most open hands on their subjects
Titles and Honors of every degree, have derived any advantages from
their liberality in matters which cost them nothing of money value at:
least.

25, For a reply to that question we may look to the results of
our own Rule, and recognise that, though we are the power that has
subsisted longer than any executive Indian Kingdom which is either now
extant, or which we have ever succeeded to, we have conguered and held
our conquests by our intellectual power, our resolution, and material |
resources ; but we know that the natives of the country, whether Maho-

medans or Hindoos, look to their Native Sovercigns, whether Mahomedan
or Hindoo, rather than to us, and in taking lessons how to rule i in {uture,
it may be advantageous to take into consideration the subject of gqnntmn-
Titles t0 our own countrymen dnd to the people of this country. Though
greatly followed by the extinet Native rulers, who retain the affection of

the people, the plan has never yet been tried by us, and it seems to me
one well meriting our serious ¢onsideration.

26, Were I to be asked to state the exact estimate of the value
which T put on the duty of exercising the exclusive right to grant Titles,
as ap engine of power to us and token of our supremacy, I would answir,
that when, 24 yews ago, we assumed to oursplves the exclusive right
to exercise the regal prerogative of ¢oining monay, the cqunll! regal
right exclusively to grant Titles should also then have heen assumied and
acted on, for the duties of coining mongy and gradting Tifles, in all ages
and amongst all people, have ever been equally rcgnnlml as pertaining
to Sovereignty alone to perform, and if we longer delay fo assume the
vight we have left' unesercised, we will, in my opinian, be ahamdoning g
prevogative which all rulers exercise with great advantagze to their rule,
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ing back upon Native States all those minds whiellgo
objeets of their ambition, and deprive ourselves of the position
which we may with ease assume :lmongst people whose ostentation and
love of display are proverbial, x
% (True Copy)
(Signed) T. PYCROFT.

No. 3.

Resolution of Government, dated the 80th May 1820.

READ a petition from Koonwur Bunwarree Lal, Zemindar of Pool-
adsee, in the Moorshedabad Division, soliciting the titles of Maharajah and
Bahadoor, and stating the grounds of his claim to the consideration of
Government.

Read a petition from Koomwur Rajnarain Race, an inhabitant of
Calcutta, praying fo be allowed to succeed to the title of Maharajah and
Bahadoor, held by his father and grandfather successively, under grants
from the throne of Delhi, made with the sanetion and concurrence of the
British Government.

Reéad a petition from Raece Patnee Mull, praying to be acknowledged
by the title of Rajah, and offering to build a stone bridge over the Curum-
nassa.

Resonvntox.—The question of conferring titles or other marks of dis-

* tinction on the native subjects of the British Government of India, is one

of acknowledged importance, and has long occupied the attention of the
Governor General in Council.

The principle that this essential and peculiar attribute of sovereign
rule should propérly be exercised by the British Government, direct,
instead of as formerly through the medium of the Pageant Court of Delhi,
wae first asserted and established by the Marquis of Hastings, at an early
period of his administration: but the occasions for confewing ranks upon
inhabitants of the British Provinces were, from wWhatever cause, of rare
oceurrence, during the Government of that nobleman; and it was not until
the accession of Lord Amherst, that the practice of granting titles came
nefively and systematically into use. During Lord Amherst’s administra-
tian, titles‘ and various other honorary distinctions were hestowed on several
respostuble and meritorions individuals; Lotk in acknowledgment of kervices
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€0 duct during the plevulence of war on the Enstem £

formation of rouds, the endowment of Colleges, and the pramohon
of other institutions tending to the welfare and improvement of the native
community. The value attached to grants of this nature by the Society
at large, is sufficiently evidenced in the numerous applications which have
been brought forward at different times, and are now actually depending
for similar distinctions.

Entirely cancm-riné in the wisdom and expediency of the course ahove
indicated, the Governor General in Council has no hesitation in determin-
ing to follow up the line marked out by preceding administrations, relative
to conferring rank on our native subjects ; but His Lordship is at the same
time desirous, both that some rules should be framed for regulating the
distribution of titles, and also that the prineiples on which the Govern-
ment intends to act in granting them, and the proper channel of applica-
tion, should be more generally known and distinctly understood than
appears at present to be the case.

The following general heads of instruction are accordingly laid down
for the guidance of all concerned, subject to such modifications, as further
experience may suggest.

Applications for titles, or other honorary distinetions, on the part of
natives residing in the interior, shall be addressed to the Commissioners in
their respective divisions, and to the Chief Toeal Political Auﬁhority 1L
the following cases, viz. :

Moorshedabad Division | ... Agent to the Governor General.
Patna ditto ... Mr. Douglas,

Benares ditto ... Agent to the Governor General.
Saugor and Nerbudda Tervitory... Ditto.

Delhi Tervitory .. Resident. \

Similar applications on the part of the native inhabitants of tho
Presidency and the immediate vie inity shall be 'uldn.sﬂud direch: to the
Persian Seeretury Yo Government.

Th is desivable, in order to preserve unity and consistency of procedure,
that all veports to Government, on the subject of titled and honorary dis-
tinetions, should be,made through one and the same chanuel; and the
Persian Office, which has hitherto been the mediwn of dispensing 'sucl



mfmissioners and other authorities concerned will therefore address
themselves to that officer.

Titles will be awarded on the following grounds :

1st.—Services during war, and in times of public emergency.

2nd—Meritorious conduct on the part of Landholders in the interior,
in aiding the Police; distinguished success in improving the agricultural
system and the manufactures of the country ; and the execution of impor-
tant public works.

8rd.—Liberal contributions for the support and promotion of bene-
ficial public undertakings and instifutions.

Under the native Government, titles were not, strictly speaking, here-
ditary, nor shall they hereafter be so considered; but due attention will at
all times be paid to elaime which may be considered by men of family to
suceeed to the rank enjoyed by their ancestors.

The Governor General in Council will, of course, in all cases, exercise |
the most unfettered diseretion in approving or rejecting applications, and
the authorities recommending will advert carefully to the general character
and cireumstances of the candidate, so that the value of the distinetion b
not lowered in fhe public estimation, by the admission of unworthy
.members of society to a participation in the honors and privileges of rauk,

The title to be conferred on the Mahomedan subjects: of the British
Bmpire in India will be ordinarily those of Khan Bahadoor and Nawab,
with the style and epithets appropriate thereto. Those which belong to
the Hindoos, uve Rae Rajah Bahadoor, Makarajah Balkadoor, and certain
designations peculiar to the mercantile classes, such as Sob Seth, &c. &eo.
Titles of the higher® grade should, generally speaking, be reserved for the

o Nurwiiiioss avé Maharait, Rajo- Sovereigns of Feudatory and Depern-
o, L Rej, Rajadhi, Raf Nuvinder,  dent States, except in cases of extraor-

Beerfindel, Mohender, &e. &, 3 ’
dinary merit.

I’[onaru.ry distincetions and rewards for services performed in the field
by Commissioned Native Offiecrs of the army will be conferred, as heveto-
fore, on the recommendation of the Conumander-in-Chief. o

In arder to give effect to the wish of ¥is Lordship in/ Coungif, thi
thie views and intontians of Government regarding the grank of titles
0 it native subjocts sliould he more gimerally promulgated; €opits of this



will be commlmicntcd to the several Commissiouers and Raliff-,

ay cause its pur) poﬂ.. to be known and umlustnod 'unqut thc
reﬁpnctdble classes of inhabitants within their respective divisions.

Ordered also, that copies be recorded for information in the Judicial
and Territorial Departments.

(Signed)  A. STERLING.

From O. Bravoy, Esquire, Secretary to the Government of India,
Foreign Department, to the Secretary to the Government of Madras, No. 3048,
dated Fort William, the 25th May 1859,

Wimit reference to your letter No. 446, dated the 14th July
last, 1 am directed by the Governor General in Council to forward
copy of a communication from the TTon’ble the President in Couneil,
No. 3029, dated the 3vrd September last, and of the Resolution of the
30th May 1829, therein referred to.

2. His Excellency in Council would be glad to receive from the
Right Hon’ble the Governor in Council any further suggestions
regarding the grant of titles and honorary distinetions to natives of
Tndia, for services in a Civil eapacity, as well as to Chiefs and other
native gentlemen of rank, wenlth, and infloence, to whom such dis-
tinctions have hitherto been usually granted.

3. The Governor General in’ Couneil recognizes the necc.s:nty
dor placing the whole sul)JcL{: in a elear and intelligible footing,
and of defining precisely the titles which shall hercafter be given
to Native Chiefs and gentlemen, the rank and precedence which shall
accompany such titles, the forms of address which shall be iuvm‘iublx
observed, the classes of persous to which, and the services for which,
Cach deseription of title will be granted, and other particulars meces-
sary to constitute the Vody of persous to whom such titles are con-
ferred, a recoguized institution of the Bmpire, :

4, Tt is with a view to the careful preparation of a eodo of
rules for this object that His Iixecllency in Council desires to be in

possession of the view of the Government of Mudras and the other



(16)

and

injstrations.  His Hxcelleney in Council is deci
at the institution should be confined to natives of India,
hat no titles bhOU]d be given to the Buropean British subjects

of Her Majesty residing in India, otherwise than according  to

existing usage.

I have, &ec.,
(Signed) C. BEADON.,

No. 5.

From R. S1msoN, Esquire, Under Secretary to the Government of India, in the Foreign

Department,
To the Secretary to the Government of Bombay o
To the Secretary to the Government of Bengal P
To the Secrefary to the Government of N. W. Provinces...
"o the Secretary fo the Goyernment of Punjab iz
To the Chief Commissioner of Oude
To the Commissioner of Pegn
T'o the Commissioner of Nugpore

To the Commissioner of Mysore
To the Resident ut Hyderabad
‘Po the Agent, Centrul India

To the Agent, Rajpootana

To the Resident at Baroda, and
To the Political Agent of Rewah

No. 3049, dated, the 25th
Muy 1859,

I su directed by the Governor General in Council to forward*

* For the information ofthe Right Hon'bleths Governor
fn Couneil.

For the information of His Monor the Licutengnt
Gavernor,

For your information.

From Oficiating Secratary, Foreign Department, No. 8029,
dated fivd Suptember | with two enclosares.

To Secretary to the Government of Aludnu, No. 8048,
datid 25th May 1850,

copies
of the papers noted on
the margin, respecting
the grant of titles and
honorary distinetions,

to natives and Nutive Cliefs of India; and to request that

+ His Lordship in Council,
{l:s Honar the Licutenant Gavernor,
ol

.
will be pleased
to favor the Supreme

Government withehiis opinion and suggestions on the subject.  *

Fhave, &,

(Signed) 1. SIMSON,
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No. 6.

gain letter from Surgeon Epwanp Barrour, Government Agent at Chepauk, and

Pay-master of Carnatic Stipends, dated 2nd June 1858, No. 987 of G A,, and recotded in
Consultation of 20th July 1858,

No. 13.—Read also Minute by the Honorable the President, dated 6th April 1859,

This subject is familiar to me, More than 25 years ago, when I was
Deputy Secretary to the Suf)reme Government of India, in the Political (now
called the Foreign) Department, T ‘prepared for Lord William Bentinck a
2 scheme of Honorary Distinctions for Hindoos and Mahomedans, founded apon
those which it had been usual to grant at the Court of Delhi, where the earliest
years of my service were passed s and it is a proof that this scheme was a sound
one, and in accordance with® native feelings and usages, that it has remained
without alteration to this day, and has been exteusively acted upon, greatly to
the public adyantage. 'I'he Titles were,

For Hindoos. For Mapomedans,

Rdr. Klyin.

HItY Bahddur,

Bahddur. Khdn Bahddur,

Ui or Rilo Bahddur, DBahidur Jung.

R&j. Nawdb,

Réjik Bahddar,

Malifrd)ii.
and it was at the same time arvanged that all Iotters from the Governor
General to uatives of Indin should be written in the Linglish langhnge,

according to certain formulas suited to the ravk of the parties,—such as, © My
Friend,” * My dear Friend,” &ec., and ending with * Your sincere Friend,”
and so on,

I see no reason why these rules should not he from henceforth acted upon
in the Madras Presidency. The natural desire for honorable distinetion
enables a Government to exercise & powerful influence for good, at no eost to
the public s ard there niust he many old native servants of the Mudrm‘
Government, and ,uuhliy. spirited, and deserving members of the native com-~

munity, whose selection for such distinctions would b régarded with general
apprabation. \

Ko, 14.—Qniler {hcroon; No. 920 dated 8l April 1860,

1. The Government haye again given their considuration %o the letter
recorded above.



founded upon those which it had been usual to grant at the Court of Delhis
and it is a proof that this scheme was a sound one, and in accordance with

native feelings and usages, that it has remained without alteration to this day,
and has been extensively acted upon greatly to the public advantage.

3. The titles were,

For Hindoos, £ For Mahomedans,

Rét. Khdn.

Rdo. Bahddur,
Bahiddur, Khin Bahddur.
R4l or Reéo Baliddur. J}nh&dur Jung.
Rajd. Nawdb.

Rdjd Bahddur,

Mahirdjé.

and it was at the same time arranged that all letters from the Goyernor
General to matives of India should be written in the English language,
according to certain formulas suited to the rank of the parties,—such as * My
Friend,” My dear Friend,” &c., and ending with “ Your sincere Triend,”
and so on.

4, The Government do not see why these rules should not be hence-
forth acted upon in the Madras Presidency. The natural desire for honor-
able distinction enables a Government to exercise a powerful influence for
good, at 1o cost to the public ; and theremust be many old native servauts
of the Madras Government, as well as public, sprited, and deserving mem-
bers of the native community, whose selection for such distinctions would
be regarded with general approbation.

(Signed) . PYCROFT.
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No. 7.

From C. Bravoy, Esquire} Secretary to the Government of India,
Foreign Department,

To the Secy., Govt. of Madras )

To the Secy., Goyt. of Bombay

To the Seey., Govt. of Bengal

To the Secy., Govt. of North-Western
Provinces "

Lo the Secy., Govt. of Punjah

To the Chief Commissioner of Oude, .

To the Commissioner of Nagpore .. Dated the = 28th

To the Commissioner of Mysore .« % No. 8841. June 1859,

To the Commissioner of Pegu

T'a the Resident at Hydrabad

To the Agent, Governor General, Central
India L ! w

To the Agent, Governor General, Raj-
pootana . tal

To the Resident at Baroda o

T'o the Political Agent, Rewah o J

I ax directed by His Exct"llency the Governor General in Council
to draw your attention to my letter No. 3049, dated the 25th May
last, and to request that the yeport therein called for, relative to the
grant of Titles and Hounorary Distinetions, may be furnished as soon
as possible,

2. I am directed also to requestthat, with this report, ther

may be submitted a, complefe and cavefully prepared Return of the

 Titles and Honorary Distinetions which have been conferred by the

" British Government on Native Chiefs and others, within the seope

# Your suthority, of ¥

The authority of the Government of Bangal, &, arrm)giﬂ',‘; these persons

$ Tour opitiont according  to (the rank
The opinion of the Bengel Governmient, &. which inf
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giving the other particulars provid
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in full.
or otherwise.

service or
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Authorized style of ad-
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by British Goverament.
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8. In determining the relative rank of native gentlemen enjoy-
ing the same deseription of Title or Honorary Distinction, the Governor
General in Council would suggest that, when such Title or Distinction
has been enjoyed uninterruptedly by the ancestors of the actual holders,
and has been renewed in his person by the British Government,
regard should be had to the claims of family descent, and to the feel-
ings of the native community on such subjects; but that where such
Titles or Distinctions have been recently created by the British Govern-
ment, the present holders should take rank from the date on which
the Titles or Distinctions were personally conferred upou them,

4. T am also directed to request that’ you will furnish a

ol S e aiithotity. list of persons within the

“The aatiority af the Govemnmant of Bavgal, de. gopng of%
claiming or assuming Titles or Distinctions which have not been con-
ferred upon them by the British Government, and to which conse.
quently they have no right.

5. The Return will not inelude members of the Orders of Merit
or of British India, or those who enjoy Titles and Addresses purely
official, in virtue of their employment in the public service.

I have, &,
(Signed)  C. BEADON.



Erom Colonel Sir R. Suarrsrear, Kt., Agent of the Governor General
for Central India, to R. Srusow, Esquire, Under Secretary to the Government
of India, Foreign Department, No. 2074, dated Indore Residency, the 1dth
June, 1859.

As directed in your Circular Lietter No. 3049, of date 25th
ultimo (which only reached mé this morning), I proceed to record
my views respecting the grant of Titles and Honorary D\st,mctmns
to Natives and Native Chiefs-of India.

18£,—10 THE NATIVE CHIEFS.
2. T amof opinion that our position in India has been injuved
by our having so long recognized the house of Timur as the
fountain of honor. T think that we should strive, by every -means,
to make the Native Chiefs look to us for distinctions, and covet
honors at our hands,

3. The Guikowar Chief sought for such distinction from us,
and obtained it, but I have reason to belive that Holkar would not
solicit the bestowal of Moorchals fromus. I judge frem a remark
made by one of his agents who, when 1 casually mentioned the
gratification the bestowal of Moorchals had conferred on ! the
Guikowar, said, “we think that that distinction can only be given
by the Sattara family.”

4. 1t is sad to think that, even in 1836, an honor was more
keenly coveted by every ruler in India from the Peishwas or the
Delhi representative, than the same honor is, even in 1859,
from the British Governmént. There must he something defective

in our system when honors from us are so lightly regarded by the)

great families of India, They dread our power and value our
grants of lands; they alwo value complimentary letters; but I think
it will be found that very few in Rajpoofana or elsewhere waould
(like the Guikowar) take n pride in openly displaying themselves as
the gratified recipients of a pure honprary distingtion, such as the
Moguls and Peishwas formerly conferred.

5, Eyery such granf, even if gratefulty vecoived, would serve
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to some degree the memory of former rulersy 9
for the really contemptible privafe character of
hiefs and Princes, Ishould feel much inclined to suggest
that purely English distinctions should be bestowed. T can imagine
that the Minister of Nepaul received with greater delight the
decoration of the Grand Cross of the Bath than he would have’
done any oriental Title, and T think that distinetion would be highly
valued by any Indian ruler,_ the Nizam for instanice; but I submit
that it is too pure an honor to be sullied by being shared in by
such characters as Asiatics usually bear. The same may be said of
the lower classes of the Order of the Bath.

6. All such distinctions are of a personal nature; but heredi-
tary Titles are generally considered as honors to a family. For
instance, I would not hesitate to propose a Baronetey for the Nabob of
Jourah, but I should be sorry tosee him gazetted as K.C.B. or
even Knight Buackelor ; the grants should, in my opinion, be all
from Her Majesty.

nd.—10 NATIVES GENERALLY,

1. The Order of Merit.—I would beg to propose that, as in the
Order of the Bath, there be both a Military and Civil class, and I
know no other improvement that could be made, but it should: be
very sparingly bestowed to both Civil and Military.

8. T have for many years felt convinced that the time had arrived
‘for our Government to try to introduce some distinetion for those
who ean show ZAereditury service hefore the Hon’ble Company’s rule
in India ceased. T have often said that T should be proud to wear
a Copper Order, bearing merely the words “ Zisree poosht Sivear
Company ka Noukar?” ' »

9, The natives cling to family services : the worst of their rilers,
in the greatest of his extremity, has frequently found his old
hereditary servants cling fo his ruined fortunes. So valuable and
so amiable a characteristic ought not, I submit, o be neglected
by so great a Government as ows. But our whole system is to
treat the Natives as if they were machines. At Lord Elphinstone’s
table in December 1856, I mentioned this, and remarked that
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“they would show us that they were not machines.

e fynght Is most anxious to gainthe affections of the people,
&bmit, that an order directing all of second, third, or fourth
generation of continued servitude, should have some distinetive
decoration, and that all Officers should be told that the services of
the ancestor constituted, in the eyes of Goyernment, a, very high
claim in a candidate for employment.

10.  Though not immediately connected with the question under
discussion, T hope I may be allowed to take this opportunity of
drawing attention to a point to which T attach the very greatest
importance as _aﬂ'ecting our influence in India.

11. Owr Leases—Our object, in long settled countries, is to
effect & 30 years’ lease. If we give all such leases for life, we shall
at once effect our objed (as 30 years would be about the average) ;
but we shall touch the personal feeling of the man, and ‘interest
him for life in our rule. We shall always offer our farm for rent
under the most fayorable circumstances, for most men, think their
own lives will be long; whereas we now, after 25 years, have to
put up a farm for only five years of the remainder of the lease.
Bach fresh lease would haye time for consideration separately (and
the human being is entitled to that consideration); whereas they

‘all terminate on one day, and'a whole distriet finds itself disposed of |

by the decree of a distant Board, just asifeach of the breathing:
tenants had not feelings and sympathies worthy of individual
consideration,

12. 1 gave Heen Lyt puttas to some of the most troublesome
Talookdars in Seindiah’s country on the Chumbul in 1846, and
1857 they stood by Scindiah, They had been always, previous
to the leases for life, in a chtonic state of warfave with Scindiah,

13. All Natives cling to any serap of paper as a certificate.
Sunnuds from the head of the Government and from the Secretary
to Government, and testimonials by other officers, on paper highly
ornamented with fhe Royal Arms, and in a printed form, would
be very suitable xewards to servants of Government, in eases where
the Order of Merit could hardly be appropriate.
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ople, to cause me to enter on ‘the subject at greater length
than was desived, but T am certain that few subjects are more
deserving of the attention of Goyernment.

T have, &e.,
(Signed) ° R, C. SHAKESPEAR.

No. 9.

From Licutenant-Colonel €. DAvVIDSON, Resident at Hyderabad, to Crcin Branoxw,
Esquite, Seeretary to the Government of Indin, Foreign Department, No. 71, dated
Hyderabad Residency, the 22nd June 1859,

I nave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Circular Letter
No. 3049, dated the 25th ultimo, from your Office, directing me to
furnish my opinion and suggestions as to the grant of Titles and
Honorary Distinctions to the Natives and Native Chiefs in India.

2. It is with great regret that T observe in the 4th paragraph of
Despateh No. 3048, of the 25th May 1859, to the Madras Govern«
ment, that His Excellency the Governor General in Council has ex-
pressed his decided opinion that the institution ¢ should be confined
to Natives of India;” as I helieve this decision will be fatal to its use-
fulness, and will lessen the great anxiety for honors and reward from
our Government which would otherwise actuate the native mind; T
domot say that some wonld not still desire such rankiand honors,
but it would not be so general and universal, as it will be if a most
comprehensive order were instituted, associating in it all Her Majesty’s
gubjects, whether Buropean or Native.

3. Atno period of British rule in India have all the actions
and movements of Government been go narrowly watched and scan-
ned by the Natives as at the present time.  The universal question ig—
Shall we or shall we not be bettered by being brought under the im-
mediate Government of Her Majesty the Queen ? Unfortunately, the
heavy war expenditure on account, of the rebellion, and permanently
retaining a much larger Army of European soldicrs than we have
ever yet done before in India, has already forced us to impose taxes,

v
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asserts others are intended, which‘\-\'ill materially ha e
¥ lary interests of the whole of the people of India. This,
‘inauguration of the divect Govérnment of Her Majesty, is,
as above s‘aid, unfortunate, as it perpetuates the idea that most natives
already entex tain, that we have only governed them in ‘order to exact
as much revenue from them as we can, without reference to their
interests; and that they will® therefore now be worse off under the
immediate Government of Her Majesty, than they were under that
of the Bast India Company.

4. Is it then politic, while instituting an order granting rewards
and honors for services to Her Majesty’s Government, and for meri-
torious acts to' the general community, that it should be hampered
with what will he deemed the invidious distinction, that it is for
natives alone,—an order, in short, which will be good enough for the
people of India, but valueless in the eyes of Buropeans?

5.7 Lknow there is already a feeling of this kind extant in ve-
gard to the Orders of « British India”’ and “Ovder of Merit.” Their
exclusive mature, as Dr. ‘Balfour justly remarks, was one element
against their success ; but another was that it is supposed our Govern-
ment considered them good enough for the natives of India, but not
worthy of acceptance by their European troops.

6. In illustration of this feeling, I would remark, that when
these Orders were lately liberally bestowed by the Government of
India on the Native Officers and men of the Hyderabad Contingent,
they did not fail repeatedly to ask why they were not shared in by
their European Officers. 1

7. In some instances, such as power over the life and property
of Europeans, T would not allow an equality on the part of the natives
of India with our own race, as T consider them ab present, neither hy
edueation, civilization, nor friendly sentiments to our nation, fitted
for such a position: bub in an institution which is to reward good
service to the State, and meritorious conduct to the community, it,
my opinion; cannot be too cowprehensive. :

8. Firmly convinced as T am that, with the ulmor:tioh"ﬂ“mll to
all ereeds and native religions, one Mission to Tndia is one to estil.
lish Christianity and civilization throughout the length and Ireadth
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should be sorry indeed to see the power given tdja
out, that even in the bestowal of titles and honors, we
arrogantly drew a line of distinction’ between the Buropean and
native races. I would therefore advocate the institution of an Order
by Her M vjesty to which all lier subjects, whether Buropean or
native, who did good and meritorious servigs to the State in the East,
were alike eligible.

9. 1 know that many Buropean Officers scorn the idea of being
associated in any honors with the natives of India, bub this is a
feeling deeply to be regretted, and which no means should be left
untried to eradicate. It is everywhere acknowledged that the anti-
pathy and hatred between the European and native races of India
have of late years increased ; and however much the Government and
its authorities have discountenanced and discouraged this feeling, late
events have rendered it stronger than ever,

10. Iler Majesty and Her advisers will well know how to enact
an Order open fo all Her subjects, rendered valuable and highly prized
by means of Her fostering cave, in which I hope to see names of
European note incorporated ; under such circumstances, I should have
no fear of its success, especially if, in exceptional cases, it was not con-
fined to meritorious services done in India, but its honors conferred

on those statesmen and soldiers who have won a European rvenown in
all parts of the world.

11. T coincide fully in all the views and arguments urged by
Dr. Ballour in his very interesting letter of the 2nd June 1858, en.
closed in Despatch No. 446, of the 14th July 1858, to the Seerctary
io the Government of Tndia, and 1 do not believe any one could
express the feelings of the natives of this part of India more
eloquently or truthfully.

12, 8o notorious is the avidity with which all ranks of the

_ natives of India seek for titles and honors, that it is a well known
i fuct that the Nizam’s Minister, Chundoo Lall, during General Wel-
| lesley’s (the Duke of Wellington’s) campaigns in the Deccan, sold
titles for very high prices to the Brinjarrah Chiefs, the grain carriers
of his eamp, who amassed large fortunes during that period of war



relfade, and used to hid against each other for these

.g@drr that any of their number had received a higher title than
mselves possessed. G g

1. T agree with the view taken by His Honor the President
in Council \ith regard to Titular Princes being prohibited hereafter
from bestowing titles, and that quasi independent Princes should not
be permitted to confer titles on Her Majesty’s subjects without the
sanction of the British Government, But with reference to their
own subjects, they might deal with them as heretofore,

14, With reference to His Honor the President in Council's
remarks on the present  Orders of Merit” and  British India,” and
the extension of titles and honors to all Her Majesty’s subjects, I have
already expressed myself in the foregoing remarks. I have only {o
add that, in my opinion, the conferring, say the two or three highest
grades of any new Order that may be instituted, should rest entively
with Her Majesty. The power to confer certain grades, should be dele-
gated to His Excellency the Governor Generul, and, under his autho-
rity, to the subordinate Governors and Lieutenant Governors, and in
some instances the high Officers serving under the Governor General’s
authority ; it should, moreover, be clearly impressed on every one thut
the bestowal of immediate reward should, in all cases, if' possible, be
practised. Long delay occurring Letween the services performed, and
reward given, undoubtedly males it lose half its value,

15.  No pecuniary element of any kind shonld be allowed to enter
either in bestowing or receiving the titles, I would propose, to he
conferred by Her Majesty’s Government ; they should e entirely
honorary, and only given to those who could support them with honor
and credit,

16. T have not entered into the question of how the general and
comprehensive Order I would advocate should be instituted, or if it
should be incorporated with any Order now in existence in this country
or in England, as I know the measure will be decided by mpre com=
petent advisers; but should the proposition be entertained, I would
suggest that the titles conforred should, in order to provent the possi-
bility of churlish ridicule being attached to names that may appear
in our eyes uncouth and unmeaning, have an English nbmenclature,
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idfted on the present Malomedan and Hindoo Titfes Bs
WD, Balfour, which eorrespond with those of His Highness
i7am’s Government, and T believe” with those formerly conferred
by the extinet family of Delhi and the areat Poteniates who governed
India. ¢ .

I Imve; &e.,

(Sigued) €. DAVIDSON,

No. 10.

Ffoﬁr Lientenant J. F. MicAxpeEW, Officiating Secvetary to Chief Commlsﬁoner]
Oude, to the Secretary to the Government of Indis, Foreign Department, No. 408, dated
Lucknow, the 30th July 1859,

As desired in your letter No. 3049, dated the 25th May last,
the Chief Commissioner begs to offor his opinion on the subject
of granting titles and distinctions on' natives of India. He has
treated of the subject under separate heads— ;

1st—The titles which shall be bestowed on Native Chiefs and
gentlemen,

2. The Chief Commissioner is very strongly of opinion, that it
would be highly politic to confer Fnglish titles on Native Chiefs
and gentlemen; such a course would he thinks tend greatly to
identify them with us, to make them feel subjects of the same
Crown, to their adoption of Fnglish customs, and, as a conse-
quence, to the shaking off many of the prejudices of caste. By
excluding them from English titles we widen the gulf between the
two races, and by adopting the native titles to reward them, we'tather.
seem to exercise a prerogative inherited from the Delhi Empire, and
to contribute to its prestige. The Chief Commissioner feels confi-
dent that Toglish titles would be highly prized. We have seen
how the leaders in the Iate rebellion assumed such honors, no doubt,
with the idea they made a great impression on the minds of the
followers, Two of the Nana’s confidential advisers were created
¢ Lords,” and the Chief Commissioner knows for certain that they were
always addressed in conyersation in that style.  The Begum’s Privy
Couneil was called the “ Parliament,” and educated natives always speak



tbsn name,  Weknow how the revolted Army preseryed bl

B § Vgyades and designations, and as an individual instance,

tire. @itisf Commissioner will mention that if is the height of the Kup-
poorthulla Rajal’s ambition to prefix ¢ Sir” to his name,

3. The Chief Commissioner, reasoning from the precedent in the |
case of Sir Jamsetjee Jejheeboy, assumes there wonld be no objec-
tion to granting the dignities of Baronet and Kuight to natives of

India,

4. But though he would give every encouragement to native
gentlemen to seek for English rather than native titles, and would
therefore ‘nllowb all Maharajahs, and the most considerable Rajahs
to exchange their present titles for Baroneteies, he doubts whether
it would be possible to dispense with native titles altogether ; nor
indeed would it be prudent to malke the attempt, as there is danger
the object in view might be defeated, if we appeared to force our
titles on them.in substitution of their own.

2nd—Rank and precedence which shall accompany titles and
forms of address.

5. TIn accordance with the view above expressed, the Chief
Commissioner would rank a Bavonetey before any native title whatever,
A Baronetey being an hereditary dignity, it should be conferred only
on men of large landed property, and should be liable to be with-
drawn if the possessor should become impoverished, The native
title, both Hindoo and Mahomedan, and the order of this precedence,
are well known, and it is therefore unnecessary to recapitulate them,
the style of addvess, too, is probably laid down in the Office of the
Secretary to Government,

6. But as all who deserve honors cannot be made Knights and
Baronets, nor even receive native titles, it. seems essential that some
new order should be created, to which persons of all ranks, Huro-
peans and Natives, who have rendered themselves eminent in other
ways than by military services, should be admitted. The Order of
Merit the Chief Commissioner would confine to the Avmy, because
ils pecu]ial‘ value as evidence of bravery might bo lessened in the
estimation of the Native Soldiers if it tere conferred for ciyil
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i0és, * /But there seems no reason why non-Military kpefbolls

i lqah\ﬁ‘\ distinguished themselyes in the field of battle, or policemen,
o have perfmmcd daring acts in the discharge of their duties,
should not be admitted to it.

O

7. Tor the same reason that he has advocated the bestowal
of English titles on natives, the Chief Commissioner recommends
that the new order he proposes should be open to Europeans as well
as Natives. Indeed he thinks it indispensable to its being properly
appreciated that some of the hwhesb Civil Officers should bc decorated
with it.

8. The services that would entitle to admission to the order
are—Tried ability in the public administration, marked loyalty
during the late insurrection, enlightened efforts on the part of
landlords in opening out new sources of industry and wealth, in
constructing useful public works, and in improving the condition of
their country.

9. There should be two classes, to the first of which European
Officials, and natives also of a grade not lower than Deputy Collectors,
and extra Assistant Commissioners, large landholders, and wealthy
capitalisty, titled and untitled, should be admitted.

10, To the second, Native Officials and private gentlemen of
inferior rank and status. :

11, The Chief Commissioner would not admit any of the
peasantry, or of the lowest classes to this order ; he thinks the prin-
ciple of equality is not yet sufficiently understood by the people of
Hindoostan.

12, No pecuniary allowances should accompany. In instituting
such an order, we presume in the cmstence of higher principles
of action than the desire of gain,

13, ‘When, the humblest classes of the population establish
claims to rewards, the Chief Commissioner would conform to the
native custom of bestowing on them a turban, shawl, or sword.

I have; &o.,
(Sigued) J. ¥. MacANDREW.



No. 11. ,

From Captain  Wirrovanny OsporyE, Political Agent, Rewah, fo €. Bripox,
squire, Seeretary to the Goyermnent of India, in the Foreign Department, No./1316,
duted the 26th July, 1859.

L uave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your circular
From Officiatig Secretnry, Forcign De.  1CUEET No. 3049, dated 25th May,

purtment, No, 3029, dated the 8rd Septem-  received in this Office on the 4th
ber, 1858, with twe englosures, % . S

o Secretary to Government, of Madras, 1nstant, forwarding copies of
No. 8048, dated 25th May, 1859.

papers, as per margin, regarding
the granting of fitles, &e., to natives.

2. No persons in the distriets under my administration have

ever been thus rewarded,

3. The system of granting titles and distinctions has existed
in Tndia from time immemorial, and is one that has acted most bene-
ficially in exciting a loyal feeling to the paramount power.

4. Every Englishman, howsoever and wheresoever
looks to his Sovereign as the source of all honor ; the granting of

distinetion to Buropeans Ly the Indian Government would conse-
quently lead to no good results. )

employed,

5. The question regarding titles being hereditary oy qthenwise, |
, is one that requires deep attention,

6. Distinctions and titles granted by Native Chiofs e vittually
hereditary, liable to be cancelled for misconduct on the part of the
recipient. A fresh investiture taking place on every occasion,

7. It would be advisable to confine the titles, &e. to those
formerly in use in, Hindoostan. 'Titles ave at the present timu\frc-
quently conferred by the Native Chiefs of India on their own subjéets.
Titles ave however invariably accompanied by Jagheers, These latter
are of three kinds : one called Birith is merely given for extraprdinary
services, iti is hereditary and ean only be resumed on account 6f rebel-
lion; the second called Moorwar s also hcreditary, Lut is merely
oiven to'n son whose father has been killed on active service; the thivd
:; o Nokuree Jagheer, and is given for only one lifes it is for military



: () "
son, however, if fit, invariably succeeds o his ’I [

In the Rewah Territbry, during the last six years, sixteen

persons have received titles, a few examples of which are—

1st,—Dinbund Pandy, the Prime Minister, received the following
title: «Stee Pandy Rajpooj Maharaj Mookh Mittra Dinbundjee,”
he received a Jagheer of Rupees 3,500, and a Palkee, Elephant,
Mauassaul, and Khillut. When a Palkee, Elephant, and Mussaul are
given, the keep of the Elephant bearer’s pay, and expense of the
Mussalchee are paid by the Rajah.

9ud.—Muttranath, Ex-Dewan, received the title of “Sree Pandy
Rajpooj Maharaj Mookhmuntree,” and received also a Jagheer, Palkee,
Mussaul, and Khillut; owing to his conduct throughout the rebellion,
everything has been resumed but the Jagheer.

37d.—Davy Sing, the Sirdar who saved my life, received last
year for his conduct on that occasion the title of Sree Maharaj
Koomar Sree Jemadar Davy Sing Deo. He also received a Jagheer,
Tlephant, and Nikara, or Kettle-drum. .

9. In every instance has a Jaghcer Leing given, and also Ele-
phant, Mussauls, Flags, Inkstands, Nikaras, and Khilluts, &e., accord-
ing to the position of the individuals.

10. The Bmperors of Delhi used to confer titles on the subjects of
Tributary Chiefs. Nurnhur Kub, a subject of Rewah, in the reign of
Alkhar, reccived the title of Mokapotra, and a Jagheer of 22 villages.

11, The titles for fendatory Chiefs should, in my opinion, be
conferved Ly the Viceroy ; it is to him that every native should look
for reward ; it would increase his influence over the Tributary Chiefs,
and be the foundation of much good.

12, The titles hitherto conferred by Asiatic Princes have in
veality represented so many orders, one kind of titles being only
canferred on velatives, another on Brahmins, and a third only on
Chuttrees and Rajpoots, or the fighting castes ; other distinctions were
also conferred.

13: T am of opinion that we might with great advantage follow

onf the principle formerly in vogue amongst the Native Chiefs, ¢lassi-
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The first order might he conﬁned to Tributary Chiefs. The
gecond for distinguished valor or loyalty to the State, open both fo
Civilian and Military men. The third might be for social position,
and for the construction of Public Works, and acts beneﬁttmrv
society in general. The fourth for length of service.

15. In_every case, - however, it will be necessary to grant the
recipient land or money to support his titlo,

% z I have, &,
(Signed) WILLOUGHBY OSBORNE.

No. 12.

From Major W. F. Enex, Officiating Agent, Governor General, for the States of Raj-
pootanal, to R. Stso¥, Esquire, Under Seeretary to the Government of India, No. 172,
dated Camp Kalakor, the 5th August 1859,

I nave had the honor to reccive your letters marginally cited,

i eir enc = ing the
No, 8811, dated the 28t Juno 1550, WALR their ,e“d"smeq’ LSEDECUDY
No. 3049, dated the 25th May 1859, grant of titles and honorary distiue-
ith encl 3 . 9 5 iee .
L AR tions to Natives, and Native Chiefs
of India,

2, Tn respect of the Despatch No. 8841, it has been necessary
to refer to the Political Subordinates for the information ealled for, but
as a general question, T will, to the best of my ability, proceed to record
iy opinion upon the sul)_]cct of your first letter, as desired,

8. It admits of little doubt but that the present time, combined
with other favorable circumstances, is the most convenient to prose-
cufe so desivable a measure as that presently under the consideration
of the Government, and which would be so uu‘nestl) appreciated by
Her Majesty’s subjects in Tndia.

4. T will assume the points to which His Honor the President
in Couneil suggested that inquiries might be directed.

5. Tam of opinion that changes should be made in the titles

Whether thore should be any, and if only‘ln so'far as would sodurs uni-
any, what change in the titles now formity ' throughout India, and to
given, mceb the nature of the service ren-
dered by individuals, of whatever denomination,
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rould suggest that while the exclﬁsive character aptachi
S - to the Oder of British India and
bﬁA\ here should be any, and if h

h At ndilitionl titles and honorary  Order of Merit is preserved, honor-
distinctions. ary distinetions be angmented, and
also titles that shall'embrace every class of honor conferred, or that
shall be deemed necessary to confer, for services and merits of a civil
and political nature, g

7. The bestowal of a decoration would undoubtedly enhance
the value of a title conferred; such

‘Whether the bestowal of titles should oM o
b nocompanied by any, and. iF. any by decorations might be given that shall

whit decorations, or substantial adyumi. correspond with the class or degree
Ei * of title conferred. Though there cin-
nob be a doubt but that the natives of India desire to receive honors and
distinctions, unacecompanied though they be by pecuniary rewards, yet
Tapprehend that for the mogt part they prefer more substantial advan-
tages, such as shall render them competent to support a title in the man-
ner in which their general character and disposition lead them to con-
sider essential fo the dignity of a new, and to thewm, an exalted position.
8. 1In cases then of a very special nature, where the service
rendered by a public servant or a subject of the Government shall
have been marked by extraordinary incidents, and where a course of
Tong and exemplary conduct shall have been of advantage to the
State, as well as to its subjects generally, T would be disposed to mark
our appreciation of the services respectfully rendered, or of respective
merits, by the gift of a grant of land, or an annual money payment
for life, commensurate with the title conferred.
9. In such u ease the land bestowed would pass from parent to
Whother titles showld be in any caso  ¢lld, an annvity would cease with
hereditary, the demise of the first recipiont, or
continued in accordance with the pleaswe of the Government on g
reduced seale, Tn no ease would 1 recommend that titles should be
hereditary, but given solely for merit and personal good service ; for it
is obvious in tha present undeveloped condition of the native mind, an
aristoeracy of merit would be preferable to an hereditary one ; this
measure would dlso obvinte the evils attaching to an impoverished
nobility, as the Govermment might not, in every instance find a
liceussor @ deserving ohject for their liberal consideration.
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e fitles should T apprehend be distinet, and in ace
with the degree and nature of the

er the same titles should he
Holis and  these are

granted for social position, for long
zood eonduct, and for specinl service, or
whether they should be different.

services - rendered,
more or less of an active character
in the career of every person ; and
it would moreover be naturally more gratifyicg to a person rendering
a “special service” to reccive a distinction differing from that
accorded for “social position” alone.

11. There should 1 conccive be more than one order; at least a
Civil and a Military Order, with not
The first
class of which I would reserve for
Native Princes, the second to minis~
Thakoors, and Officers of high social or
official position, the third to the middle classes of the people, and the
fourth open to all others of inferior position or denomination. '
The number of titles for each class to be limited—the number of
recipients of honors unlimited.

12, The Governments of Madras and Bombay might be per-

Whether there sliould be one, or more
than one order, and whether in cich or-
der the number of titles of each
grade or class should be limited or unli-
mited.

less than four classes.

ters, nobles, Jacheerdars,

Whether the Governments of Bombay and Madras
should  contin to exercise the power of conferring
titles and distinctions, or whether the power throughout
Tudin should be confined to the Governor General in
Couneil.

Whether the highest titles, especially those which it may
be thought proper to reserve for the Chiets and dependant
and feudatory States, should not be granted by the Crown,
on the recommendation of the Governor General in Couneil,

mitted to exereise this
privileme on occasions
of' some remarkable ser-
vice rendered, where
instant recognition of
it might be decwed

essential ; but under ordinary civecumstances, recommendations should Le
submitted by the subordinate Presidencies, for the orders of Ifis

Exeellency the Viceroy.
13,

The President in Connell considors it highly desirable
that thie subject shounld ho redeempd from its presont state
of obseurity and uncertainty, nnd placed ou the same clear
and well understood footing as it wus wider the Mogul
Empire, and us the grant of honors and distinetions s in
the United Kingdom ; and lie coneeives that there could nat
be a mare opportune time for cierying oub such a meaxuro
than the preseut, whon recont oeenrrenecs hmye isdaead in
many quarters . claim (o the grant ot Lonors l‘rm.n the
Government, and whoen the administyation of Judin lins
been transferred by act of Parliament from the Bast Indin
Company to the Crowa.

brought to comprehend the {rue nature of his

Under the new order of events, I should say that the

bestowal of the titles
should vest entirely
and in
the the
in

unreservedly
hauds  of
Governor Goueral
Council ; 50 that our
native subjetls muy he
the
high pesition as Tler

more

readily
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s’/ epresentativ;e and Viceroy in India; and enterts
eSirable impression of the power invested in him promptly to
ard or to punish ; rapidity of action in all instances, too, of
conferring honorary distinctions and rewards must enhance their -
appreciation by the recipients. i

14. I am of opinion that none of the Princes of India should
be permitted fo exercise the privilege of conferring honors and titles
on the subjects or employés of our Government, at least without its
consent. g

15, 1If it is not the intention of Government to admit, as a
general rule, the Buropean Uncovenanted Servants of the Governe
ment deserving of rewards, within the institution, they might receive
the same distinctions as those conferred, of a higher degree, on the
native subjects of our Government ; yet such a measure may not be
acceptable, and the comparison be considered invidious in instances
where the services rendered are alike. The necessity for the introduc-
tion of uniform titles is manifest from the Tist given by Doctor
Balfour in the 3rd paragraph of his letter. Out of eight titles mentioned
by that gentleman, the intention of four of them i lost or rendered
obseare by the omission of their several and respective attributes :
for instance “ Jud” signifies “rank,” Mool Country, “ Dowlut’
state, “jung” war, &c., they should have been qualified with such
‘adjunets as “ Alee Jak” (high in rank [eivil title])  Saifvol Mooii’’
(the Sword of the Country—[Military]), ¢ Ameen Oodols” (the trustee
of the State—[Civill) “Jung Bakadur” (Wrave in battle), and so forth.,

16. The emblems of honor and rank defailed in the 4th para-
graph of Dr, Balfour’s letter shonld be abolished. 1t is scarcely the
age to deny a man an umbrella or a palanquin, becanse he is of
inferior rank,  For them might be substitated the decoration worn
alilke by all, or each in his own degree of elevation, which would be
more highly valued than the perishable cloak taken from the back of
royalty and placed on the shoulders of the favourite of a day.

17. Probably the most acceptable to the Native Princes wonld
be an Order gomewhat similar to our own in England, that is to say a
star of a peeuliar constraction, whick in the case of Princes might be
tet in dinmonds, to be worn wilh a broad ribbon, of a eolor not worn
1a Burope, It might by made of any value, and be substitued in
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e for the Khilluts or Dresses of honor which a

. I have, &c., \
(Signed) W, F. EDEN.

No. 13.

From T, Pycrorr, Esquire, Chicf Secretary to the Government of Fort Suin§
George, to C. Brapoy, Esquire, Secretary to the Governmeut of India, Foreign Depart-
wment, No. 468, dated the 5th August 1859,

T axx directed by the Honorable the Governor in Council to
acknowledge the receipt of your. letters under date the 25th May and
28¢h June last, on the subject of the conferring of Native Titles, and |
in reply to forward the accompanying Minute which has been written
Ly the Honorable the Governor, and is concurred in by the Members
of Government, on the several points mooted. I transmit also a Memo-
vandum, affording the information called for in your letter of the 25th
June.

I have, &ec.,
(Signed) T. PYCROFT. |
Minute by the Honorable the President, dated 2nd August 1859, J

Tur grant of Titles and other Honorary Distinetions, which forme
the subject of the letters from the Government of India, dated the 25th
May and 28th June last, is a point of the highest importance. The
craying after distinction ia an element of great power, It cannot
remain neutral ; and must either be used by us for beneficial purposes,
or, being deprived of legitimate exercise, it secks employment at our
expense. The Natives of India are particularly susceptible to this feeling.
The famous Dynasty which was for somany generations their Foun-
tain of Honor, has been lately brought to a final close, and it behoves
us to direct their popular aspirations in a more consistent manner than
heretofore towards the new régime, ]

I would, however, venture to suggest, that we should not over-
systematise.  The subject is one which requires free play for guceessful
action, because it depends wpon moral considerativng, embracing tha
antire ficld of publi¢ life, and deriving their comploxion from the vary.
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which: should admit to honorary distinction, when private
respectability is wanting. Our home practice furnishes a sufficiently *
approximate model. There is no attempt made there to define before-
hand the classes of persons to whom, or the sgrvices for which, each
description of title should begranted. The titles also are of various
kind, suited to every variety of circumstance. Some are simply here-
ditary, applicable to ancient families, with substantial patrimonial
estates. Others, like the Garter, and the Irish and Scotch Orders of
Saint Putrick and the Thistlei although of a personal character, ave
practically used as additional ornaments of a Patrician position. Other
honors, like the Bath, are simply personal, A prevailing conscientious-
ness and good taste have sufficed to secure a proper administration of
this system, without fettering the diseretion of the Crown by detailed
rules; and I recommend that we should, in like manner, confine our-
selves in India to laying down a few general principles, which may
be applied by an elastic, but consistent process, to the infinitely varied
civeumstances of Indian society, far more varied than the corres-
ponding state of things in England.

The grant of titles in this country should be confined to the
Natives of the country. British-born subjects should look, as at present,
to their Home Government for their honors. But without laying
down any unbending rule, the interesting and important middle class
of Creoles and Country-born, now generally known as ¢ Bast-Indians,”
may, under certain circumstances, participate in the grant of Indian
titles ; while, under other circumstances, English titles would be
more acceptable and appropriate.

No Titular Prince within the British Territory should be permit-
ted to grant titles. Titles granted by independent Princes to their
own subjects, will of course be recognised by us; bub not so  titles
granted to British subjects by independent Princes. The practice at
Jlomo on this point has hecome increasingly strict of late years; and
foreign titles are not permitted to be assumed, except under the rare
coutingency ol their having Lieen obtained by service in the face of an
enemy in support of one of Her Majesty’s Allies, A Roman Catholic



King of Portugul, but T declined to do 50, alleging as my reason that

1 was bound to conform my practice to that of Her Majesty’s
Government,

The first six years of my public service were in connection with
the Delhi Residency ; and when, after that, I became Deputy Secre-
tary to Government in the Political, or as it is now called, the Foreign
Department, T was desired by Lord William Bentinek to prepate @
scheme of titles founded, upon the practice at the Court of Delhi.
This T did ; and the result was recorded in a small manaseript book in
the Office ;* and the genelal rules so laid down were uniformly acted
upon, at least up to the year 1838, when I left India. There was an
ascending scale of titles, as nearly as I can recollect as follows :

For Hindus, For Malomedans.
Mahdydja I Nawdb.

Rdjd Babddnr, | Bahddur Jung.
Réjd, Khin Babiddur.
Riif ot To Bahddur, Bahddur,
Balidilur, Khan.

Réo.

Tk

It would, however, not Le adyisable to lay down any rigid
formula, never to be departed from. The resources of the S.’msﬁ'i(‘,
Arabic, Persian, and the other languages more or less nsed in India,
are infinite ; and titles may often be devised appropriate to the parti-
cular case. Thus, Rémaswdmi Mudaliyir Jégirdir of the Tsland of
Sivasamudram, in Mysore, had the title of Janopakdra Kartd (signify-
ing “ One who confers a benefit on the public”) conforred upon him
for restoring the ancient Bridge across the Cauvery River at Sivasa-
mudram ; and  when the Rijji of Jhiinsi was created a Mahd  Rdjs,
he wos allowed to assume the additional designation of * Ffdwi
Badshih-i-Jamjih Inglistdn,” or, “The devoted adherent of the exalted
Sovereign of Great Britnin," in accordance with the style used lu’ the

% T the best of my reeolloetion, it was iv the bandwriting, aud it was nrlnhll\ in
the keeping of Mr. S, H. Holleas, who lind been Rogiatér in the Persinn Digielhont, and
Afterwards leld the same position in the Office of Native Correspondence attathed to the

Sccret and Political Department,
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. \Chieteof Rajputdna in reference to their former liége Lords at
N Bhe fittelafely selected by Narasingha Rfo, Sir Thomas Munro’s

Sharistadér, was Raf Réya Réi, which had been previously conferred
upon Venkata R4o, Native Assistant to the Mysore Commission, and
previously Diwén to the R{j4 of Travancore. The Title of ¢ High-
S inadmissible, except in reference to a sovereign Prince;
and ¢« Excellency,” which was accorded to the Tondiman R4, one
of our faithful dependents in the South, will probably never be again
conceded : but as time and change advance, other more appropriate
English Titles may be devised.

Whether Titles should be hereditary, should depend entirely upon
the circumstances of each particular case, Where the title is merely
an adjunct to a substantial Patrician and territorial possession, like
those of the Chiefs of the Protected Sikh States, Bundelkund, and
many others, the title should be heredifary ; but in the majority of
cases it shonld be personal. Between these two categories there will
always be a middle term; and the power which the Government will
possess of confirming to a deserving son the titles enjoyed by his deceased
father, will furnish a strong motive to fidelity and good conduct.

According to the former Native practice, the grant of a title was
always accompanied by a Khillut, or honorary present of Shawls,
Jewellery, &c., and sometimes also, Horses and an Elephant. This prac-
tice is so consonant to human nature that it ought to be retained.
T clasped round Narasingha Rao’s wrist a gold Bracelet, upon which his
title and the occasion of granting it, together with au effigy of Her
Majesty, were engraved. I put upon his finger a Signet Ring with
his title upon it, and tied round his Turbau the beautiful Native orna-
ment called Jigah Sarpeech ; and gave him several Shawls and Searfs
besides, which no doubt contributed much to the satisfaction of his
family. After the Raja of Jhansi had received his Khillut, he asked,
as a particular fayor, that he might be allowed to adopt the “ Union
Jack” as the standard of his principality, in token of his entire devo-
tion to our intereste. This was permitted, and thelittle State remained
faithful, until it was destroyed by being annexed.

The same menuscript in the Foreign Office at Calentta, which
contained the seale of titles, also shosved the form of the address appli-



(4)

b These were settled when Lord William Bentinck déter-
that all letters from the Governor General to Native Chicfs
should be in English. - They were extremly simple, such as My Friend :
My dear Friend ; My Friend and Brother, &e. ; and they were used
ab least till Lord Auckland’s time.

T do not sea any difficulty in respect to the prece'de{\ce to be con=
nected with the titles. As befween persons with different titles, the
precedence will of course follow the gradation of titles ; and 83
between persons with the same titles, it should be determined by the
priority of the grant.

I will not attempt to enter upon a deseription of the services for
which fitles should be given. They should, of course, be Public services,
rendered either directly to the Government, or through the ever-varying
and multiplying forms, in which beneficent action can be brought to
bearupon the community, Some indispensable general conditions can
however be specified, such as respectable private character, unimpeached
fidelity to the British Government, and sufficient private fortune,
invested in a permanent form, to maintain the rank.

The Government of India decided in 1839, that the grant ol
Titles to Natives of theMadras Presidency should emanate from the
‘Local Government. It will be seen from the annexed Memorandum
from our Chief Secretary, Mr. Pycroft, and from the Tabular Stato-
ments annexed to it, that titleshad been granted by the Madsas
Government, both for Civil and Military services, from a period long
antecedent to 1839, The Governor and Council at Madras embody all
the ideas of the authority of Government known to the population of
this Presidency ; and if the local administration were divested of this
power of granting titles, it would be degraded in its own estecm, as
well as in that of the population entrusted to its dharge, and would
be deprived of one of the most unoljectionable means of exercising an
extensive influence for good. But, although it has not been ruqhirunl
hitherto, it may be proper that all titles should be given with the
previuus sanction of the Governor General, who in this, as in other

matters, should exercise a general revision, without unnecossasily inter-
fering with the just discretion of the Local Governments.

: £



ments appendcd to 1t.

(Signed) C. B. TREVELYAN.
»  PATRICK GRANT.
»  WALTER ELLIOT.
s W.A MOREHEAD.

No. 14.
‘Memorandum from the Secretary to the Government of India, Nos. 3048 and 8841, dated
25th May and 28th June 1859.

T Secretary to the Government of India forwards copy of a com-
munication from the Honorable the President in Council, dated 8rd
September, and of a Resolution of 80th May 1829, thercin referred to.

2. His Excellency in Council would be glad to receive from the
Honorable the Governor in Council any further suggestions regarding
the grant of Titles and Honorary Distinctions to Natives of India for ser-
vices in a civil capacity, as well as to Chiefs, and other Native gentlemen
of rank, wealth, and influence, to whom such distinctions have hitherto been
usually granted.

8. He recognizes the necessity for placing the whole subject on a
clear and intelligible footing, and of defining precisely the titles which
shall hereafter be given to Native Chiefs and gentlemen, the rank and
precedence which shall accompany such titles, the forms of addvess which
shall be invariably observed, the clnssss of persons to which, and the
services for which cach description of title will be granted, and other
particulars necessary to constitute the body of persons to whom such
titles are conferred a recognized institution of the Empire. He is
decidedly of opinion that the mstitution should Le confined to Natives
of India, and that no titles should be given to the European British
gubjects of Her Majesty residing in India, otherwise than according to
existing usage.

4, In a subsoquent letter, 28th June, the Government of India call
for a carefully prepured Return, in a given form, of the Titles and Honorary
distinctions which have Deen conferved by the British Governmen® on
Native Ohicfs and ofhers, within the scope of the authority of the
Government of Fort Saint Goorge, arranging these persons aceording o
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high, in the opinion of the Madras Goyernment, they jshghl)
Blp”Return, is not to jnclude Members of the Orders of Merit or
ifish India,or those who enjoy titles and addresses purely offictal in
virtue of their employment in the Public Service.

r

9. The Slll;reme Government further request tobe furnished with a
list of persons within the scopeof the authority of the Governiment of Fort
Saint G“,O“‘JC, claiming or assuming titles or distinctions which have not
been conferred upon them by the British Government, and to whichs
consequently, they have no right.

6. But vci*y fow instances have ocenrred in which titles or honorary

dist'\‘uc(:ibps have been conf;-rru\l by the British Government, on Natives
within $he scope of the authority of Fort Saiut George.
) 866 y 7. A Notification, as

3 h October 1834. . L i
““ His Excellency the Right Honorable the Governor per margin . was published
;{ou_m.l of Indin in Council being desirous of testifying iy the Zort Saint George
s sense of the public spirit manifested by Réma-
B‘m“"ed Mudaliyér, in laving at a great expense Gazette, to announce that

restored the ancient Bridge across the Couvery Riverat e al of Snakd
Sivasumudran, has e pleased o resclvo that that the Title of J““"Pf‘}‘““,
ltndn‘rlglhul and Lis lincal descondimts shall be permitted  Kartd had been conferred
o affix to their name the Mitle of  Jandpakira . RS :
Karld? (Sghifying ot Whio confasw bt an the '+ upon: Rémaswmi Mudali-
public), in” commemoration of the wseful undertaking  ydr, J; :igx'rd'.'u‘ of the Island

ekl e SR of Sivasamudram, by the
Supreme Government. )

8. In the year 1838, the Supreme Government, after ('ousultiug' the
Madras Government as to whether there would be any objection to the
meagure, conferred the Title of Rii Réyé Rdf upon Venkata Rio, Native
Assistant to the Mysore Comission, and preyiously Diwén to the ' Rdjd. of
Trayancore. This was notified in the Foré Saint George Gazette, 20th
April 1838, page 247.

9, Inthe year 1845, Suldchana Mudaliyar Deputy Sdrishtaddr of
Tinnevelly, baving, at his sole expense, built & Bridge across the Tdmra-
pamni River, costing more than hall’ o lac of Rupees, the Board of
Revenue, 276h February 1845, recommended that;  besides raising, b
the expense of the S(,ute: a Dillar # in commemoration of the lluil(lu\',"ﬂfiﬂ
conduet should be acknowledged by Government by some appropriate titly

as a public’ benefactor, The Madvas

?:’;L‘“g;}‘z:;::‘;“;‘“:u?;':}““\'5" (.luvemmcnl rc}hrruﬂ the anattor to ‘H:v
Grovernment of ludia, 19th April 1813,

tion of My. Secrctary Mac-

and enquired, with reference to the co
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dated 9th October _1834-, with the Notification encldge d
S1h 13 of the Resalution of the Government of India, dated 2nd
September. 1839 % if such titles were
conferred in similar cases by the Govern-
ment of India; and whether it was
the wish of that Government, that they should, if conferred, emanate
from them, or from the Local Government. The Supreme Government

# Relative to works of public utility
constructed by private individuals.

replied that the distinction proposed to be conferred upon Suléchana
Mudaliyar, seemed to have been well earned by that individualin the
erection of the Bridge over the Témraparni River at his sole expense, and
His Excellency in Council was of opinion that the grant of such title
should emanate from the Government of Fort Saint George. The terms
of the Notification, 9th October 1834, might be adhered to, but with this
exception, that in the present case, the
title was not to le hereditary. Ulti-
mately, however, it appeared that Suléehana Mudali was not anxious for a
title, and the matter dvopped.

Supra margin, para, 7.

10. Last year, 27th April 1858, the Officiating Agent ab Kurnool
forwarded to Government an address from the Jigirddr of Banganapalle,
soliciting that the Government would, “ affer the manner of Kings,” confer
upon him the Title of his Grandfather,*
viz. that of Nawab Bahddur, Dil Jung
Munsur Ool Daulah Bah&dur, This title he was accordingly permitted to
assume, in @ letter {from Lord Harris, dated 8rd June 1858, But no
Notification was made in the Gazette,

* Obtained from the Nizam,

11 Réjé Raghunddha Tondamdn Bahdiur, Rijd of Pudukétta, ina
letter to the Resident, dated 13th August 1828, intimated his wish that
the Honorable Company would bestow upon him “$ome honorary dis-
tinetion.  The Resident, Captain Fyfe, explained, that « Excellency” was
the title coveted. The Rajah at the same time forwarded a lotter to
the Governor General, which was not sent. It seemed that the Ridjd had
alveady, in' some communications from the Government of India, been
addressed a8 His Bycellency. The Madras Government considered
that this was a sufficient rocognition of the title, and that no further
orders were needed,  On the death of the Ridjd, the title of Excellency was,
(Bxtract Minutes of Consultation, 10tk September 1839), conferred upon
lis von, Réjé Rém Chandra Tondumién Buhédur, by the Madras Govern-
ment,  The same Authority hus lately withdrawn it temporazily, lettcr
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59, in consequence of the Réjd’s dissipated and extr}

12, The case of Narasingha Rio, late Head Sarishtadir to the
Board of Revenue, is too recent to require detailed notice, and is fully
« explained in the speech of His Excellency the Governor, published in the
Lort Saint George Gazette.

13." The above are the only instances that can be found. In the case
of Ramaswami Sivasamudram, and Venkata Réo, Native Assistant to the
Mysore Commission, the Titles were conferred by the Supreme Government,
and the parties could not be:said to be under the authority of the Govern-
ment of Fort Saint.George. In the case of Suléchana Mudaliydr, the Supreme
Government have distinctly recognized the'principle that titles conferred
on Natives within the scope of the authority of the Government of Fort
Saint George, should emanate from that authority, The title bestowed
on the late Réji of Pudukétta may be said to have proceeded originally
{rom the Supreme Government, but it was continued to, and has recently
been taken from his son by the Government of Madras. The title of
Nawib was bestowed on, or renewed to the Jigicdir of Banganapalle by
the Madras Government, He may be said to be within the scope of their
authority, He holds his Jdgle under a sunnad from them, and has not
the power of carrying out capital sentences without their sanction.

14. With regard to persons under the aathority of the Gu\‘wrn-.
ment of Fort Saint George, claiming or assuming Titles or Distinctions
which have not been conferred upon them by the British Govermment,
it is to be remarked that the Zamindirs of Vijayanagavam and
Bobbili, in the district of Vizagapatam, both style themselves Rdjds, and
the former, especially, is generally so termed in the district. On one
oceasion  the Madras Government ohbjected to the recognition of
the Zamindér of Vijayanagaram as a Rijd. Subsequently, the Vijayanhgaran
Zaminddr, in u letter to the Agent, styled himself “ His Highness," and
the Government (Extract Minutes of Consaltation, 28th July 1857)
observed thercon, that this title * had not been granted, and wos not
recognized by Govermment.” On the Zuminddr of Bobbili ing Uhe
same title, the Government remarkoed, 15th May 1858, that the Proprivtor
of the Bobbili estate was & Zamindir, and that slthough the Guvémor in
Council did not object to the Agent addressing, him s 104 by Way of
courtesy, he could not admit the propriety of such a title as His Higlnoss,
which is only due to Royalty. 1t may be inferved, therefore, that in like
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“overnment have acquiesced in the assumption by theA
aminddr of the title of Réjd.

15. The Bibi of Canianore assumed to herself the title of Queen
Bibi of Cannanore, and Sovereign' of
the Laccadive group, but the G:)vcrn-
ment, Extract Minutes of Consultation, 26th October 1857, Revenue
Department, declined to receive any communication from her in which she
Jaimed either Sovercign Rights or the rank or iitle of Queen, and an
address in which she had so styled herself was returned to her. The Bib,
too, made it matter of complaint againgt Mr. Robinson, Collector of Mala-
bar, that he did not address her as Highness. Mr. Robinson explained,
Jetter 29th September 1857, that the title had not been used prior to 1820,
and had been discontinued by Mr. Conolly in 1848,

llibi of Cannaxore.

16. The Government Agent at Chepauk, in his letter of 2nd June
1858, No. 987, has noticed the many occasions on which, since the acces-
sion of the Nawdb Azfm-ud-Daulah Bahfdur, in 1801, that Prince and his
successors have conferred titles as well as other honorary insignia on
Natives, Hindoo no less than Mahomedan. It should be noted, however,
that on the last Nabob attempting to bestow the title of Khan and Baha-
door, with a signet ring, on a Mussulman Tahsildar in the Nellore District,
the Government, BExtract Minutes of Consultation, 23rd August 1853,
declared themselves © unable to recognize the authority of the Nabob to
confer on the Tahsildar a title of any deseription.”

17. With respect to Military Titles and Distinetions, none have been
conferred on Soldiers of the Native Army, since the institution of the
Orders of Merit and of British India in 1887, *Those given antecedently
are shown in the annexed Table, which has heen prepared in the Adjutant
General’s Office, according to the form sent down by the Government of
India.

18. The Civil Titles hestowed, as recounted in the above precis, have
also been tabulated, as far as the information about them extends, in the
same form.

19. The Government of India, besides inviting (1) the suggestions
of this Government on the subject, generally, recognizing (2) the neces-
sity of placing the whole matter on a clear and intelligible footing, of
defining (3) the (A) titles to be given, (B) the rank and precedence O
nceompany them, (C) the forms of address to be observed, (D) the classes
of persons to whow, and () services for which, cach deseription of titls
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besgranted, and intimating their intention of cavefully prepating
ules for that object, have indicated cerfain points for considera-
tion These are,

1&! —Whether there should be ¢ any, :md if any, what change in the
titles now given.

2nd.—Whether there should be any, and if any, what additional Titles
and Honorary Distinetions.

3rd.—Whether the bestowal of titles should be accompanied by any,
and if any by what ‘decorations or substantial advantages, or both.

4th.—Whether titles should he in any case hereditary.

* 5th—Whether the same titles should be granted for social position,
for Jong good conduct, and for special service, or whether they should be
different.

6¢h—Whether there should be one, or more than one Order; and
whetherin each Order the number of titles of each grade or class should be
limited or unlimited.

7th—Whether the Governments of Bombay and Madras should con-
tinue to exercise the power of conferring Titles and Distinctions, or whether
the power throughout India should be confined to the Governor General in
Council,

20. The Supreme Government entertain no doubt of the propriety bt
prohibiting the Native Subjects of Her Majesty from receiving titles from
Titular Native Princes, nor from real independent Native Princes, at least
without the consent of their own (Government ; and they consider that titles
should not be conferred on IJumpuu\ British \ulgccts exceph l»y the Crown.

* Nor.—If such & acheme or code of rules is ta be propma in this Presidency it must L enfrisied
speoially appointed for the purpose ; and conversant with the subs

to a C y OF gome ind
jeot and stato of native feeling upon it.
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RETURNS of the Titles and Honorary Distinctions which have been conferred by the British Govermment on Nal
Chicfa and others within the scopeof the authorily of the Government of Fort Saint George.

K end preseat Titl et ot | Dttt mnt pacoiof |- bt Adipantans o T il | Wi estood e e o RS
amee of n itle |  Authoriz o is! and pl of ther independent or Tri-
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date on which simi-
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whom _ title
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8 & not known.
ovey Rijs Rim Chan- Pudukétta Territorys £ Title bestowed onhis
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en conferred by the B i
of the Government of Fort Saint George.

ish Government on Native COhicfs and d

)

thers within the scope of t{bﬂ authority

. 2| ~e oy,
g |=354 $35¢
:  |4EEE - ez
il d stylo of ad-| = | 2292 |Date on which title E2c2
Name of pemont,hxlxcnt(llo ﬁ?\sfe‘:ﬁ Title or Dis- | Authorize e ésy o 28 o E‘g e S Why bestowed, whe:l:c; Jg;::mce‘ or on succession, g.égg
N S S | bestowed. S Qo
22 | Sodt £i5%
B8 =28 =87
im | @333 §Eoa
A £5E =gEd
3 % o -
Khén Bahddur, and to [
Subadar Shaikh Muhi-ud-Din, Caval gear o fS“ord o
ubadar Shaikh Muhi-ud- av: ad nferred upon 2
presented with a Sword and P alunkee?;: hxmgob;O His Ilup'ul 0508 2ud Jube {57 4) g good behaviour "L‘l successful - diligence in T
and with the usual allowance. Highness Abbas Mir- G. 0. G.81st Mar. 1812 training the Persian Arullery } No
za, the Prince Royal !
of Persia, f
< I
Subadar ?Iajor Mnhnmn;nd Gaus, prosent- g \
le‘t: ex‘:“ Blll : ‘I’.)Oé'-vl&ﬁdﬂ aﬁ:‘f“ﬁ% r;:, ¥ a::!tll-l Khdn Bahddur Shamsher § @G. 0. G. 18th Oct. 1828/ For long and distingnished services. No
Horse allowance, and the privilege of Jang,
using the Naubat. é
Subadar Major Saiyad Husain, Body : / 2 # For hi
2, h T Nodbat . ] ’ = 3 : or his distinguished services in Persia and Assor- |
g&‘:dm‘{ﬂga it .?ng‘;, :"I'}:]:nege:;: Khdn Bahddur Nusrpt|| = § G.0. G, 15th April 1851 Ihur, hlll’ndcr Sir Harlord  Jones aud Sir John + No |
with the usual allowance, with a Sword Jang. ?, ° il '
and Horse. 2 5 ol ﬁgthful se_rvices, fldelity and attach- l
Subadar Major Nidr Séhib, Golundauze, ; A :'1’0‘{‘ 8-’31““‘: 00‘:1!333{‘"; :;po;:ﬁﬂi 4 2::::0 mg'n
counferrad the privilege of using the i 2 o the capacity of Aide- de-Clmp to Sir Thgmua )
Naubat, rewarded with 50 wwmcs of { | Khdn Dahddur Shujd’ o = G.0. G. 5th Oct. 1832 Hyslop and Siv Alexander Camphell, Siy 'l'lmmﬁ' No
Nanjaland on Shotrism tenure for thike Jang. o o Bowser, Sir George Welker, an 3 Sir R. W. ’Oﬂ.
livos, also with & Palankeen and g =y laghan, and has enjoy el the confidenge and guod
allowance, g‘ 3 opinion of those distinguished Officers. I ; \
Subadar Major Muhammad Sarwar, 1st ! = Was employed in the exjledition to Bgypt, and also
uLighf- O 3 alry, conferred the privilege | [ g o poc o 8 é‘: @. 0. G. 20th June 1809 in the (?nmpnigns unler Lord Cornwallis and
of using the Naubat, presented with & Jl 1 Bahddur Nddix - 3 General Harrig, and other engagements, aud has No /
Palankeen, with allowance, and reward- SOB £ = G. 0. G. 5th Oct. 1832 O“d"" occasions distinguished himsell for his zeal |
od with & Sword and Horse, B and devotion to the Lonpany s interests,
Subadar Major Ster Ali Beg, 8rd Light £ e diizt;e:l 3;;"“;,’}:.;: ?tﬂlg::;rl;lmz:. and | 3
Cavalry, presented with a Palankeen (| Khdn Bahddar Himmat 2 Ditt ditt ments, in oue of which 4e suh‘glng.u
and usual allowance, and rewarded with (| Jaog, & L gl W brilliant affair of horse, under Lmut. Brooks, near No
the honor of Naubat. g i| Naynece, and highly spproved nnd commanded
by Officers of Rank for h'l)l services, &o,
Bubadar Major Kumber Ali, 12th Regi- Has'by his conduct 1l occasi
ment N. L, prescated with Sword u’fxd Khén Babddur Kifdyat Ditto  ditto .. m"gdom of his nﬁr-:i}m. -ndo:’h!e gﬁxt’:ﬂ: v
Palankeen, with the usual allowance, (| Jang. Native Army, and was algo presont ot tcvml No
and the privilege of nsing the Naubat, I engagemeonts,
: MEMORANDUM.
WA . Since _the ingtitution of the Order of Merit and of British India, which tock place in 1887, tho )
1637, No. un_‘" issue of Titles and Distinotions other than those therein ordered, to distinguished individuals fn the ‘
Native Army; has been discontinued. ' ‘
ApTUTANT GsxznALJ’sorm':z, } (Signed) H. MARSHALL, Colonel, (Sigued) ORAWEFORD COOKE,
Ft. B Gookge, 19tk July 1850, Acting Secy. to Govty H.D, Degrty Adjutant Genoriil of the Aryy,

¥
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No, 15. :
From Major R. WALLACE, Resident at Baroda, to C. BeAnox, Esquire,

Secretary to the Government of India, Forcign Department, No. 81, dated
the 4th August 1859.

I po myself the honor to reply to your letter of the 25th May
last, No. 3049, (Circular) calling for an opinion and suggestions on
the subject of granting Titles and Honorary Distinctions to Natives
and Native Chiefs of India.

9, T presume that my own personal experience will be found
to tally with that of others, that very great importanceis attached by
Natives and Native Chiefs of India to any distinction of this kind,
and also that the British Government has on the whole unwisely
neglected this mode of exerting influence over its native subjects.

3. As the returns to your Circular will be numerous and perhaps
voluminous, it will be well that I should state very briefly my opinion,
as follows :

1st—A distinction should be drawn between Civil and Military
services to the State in the honorary rewards assigned to them.

22d.~No title should be hereditary, unless supported by an
entailed sdequate estate in land.

3rd.~That every hereditary title granted by the Britich Govern-
ment, should be granted solely by the Crown, and thould have an
English designation.

4th~That the eubordinate as well as the Supreme Government
hould have the power (under certain rules, applicable to the whole
Indian Empire) of granting non-hereditary titles with Indian or
Fnglish designations, as may seem suitable.

B1/,~That public servants, after long and faithful, though perhaps
not distinguished service, should on retivement receive some Honorary
Distinetions, Titles, and Decorations,

Gth~~That such distinctions, even if unénccompanied by any sub-
etantial or pecuniary advantage, would be much coveted,
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<Fhat the social habits of the Natives »ad;:nit ofg ve ‘]l 4

Ahe selection of personal decorations.

8/h.—That tables (for the guidance of European Functionaties)
should be prepared for the regulation of precedence among Natives
holding all manner of titles.

94 —That lists should be prepared by European Tunctionaries
all persons, within their cognizance; possessing or claiming titles,

. order that after due serutiny, régisters of such persons may be pub-
lished for general information, and that their admitted social status
may be defined and made known to the public,

4. TIn conclusion, I beg to state that no persons within the
cirele of my superintendence is in possession of any Title, Distinction,
or Decoration bestowed by the British Government, with the excep-
tion of His Highness the Guicowar, who was granted (vide letter 15th
January 1859, No. 346) the use of Morchuls by the Right Hon'ble
the Viceroy and Governor General for his fidelity, a distinetion or
decoration, which T may add gave great pleasure to His Highness,
his family, and his people.

of

in

T have, &e.,
(Signed) R. WALLACE, Major.

No. 16.

From Tacutenant Colonel A. P, Pmavre, Commissioncr of Pegn, and Agent ta the |
Governor General, to C. BEADON, Esquire, Secretary to the Government of Indin, in the
Foreign Department, No, 122, dated Henzads, the Sth August 1859, )

I save the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letters
Sl enn\os“-m i No. 8049, dated the 25th May last, and

7 No. 3841, dated the 28th June, with enclo-
sures, relative to the grant of Titles and Honorary Distinctions to
native gentlemon, 4 \

1 2. 1 vegret that, in q of my al from Rangoon
some delay has unayoidably occurred hoth in the receipt by me of the
n the collection of information which was

letters under reply, and i '
necessary in order to comply with

Cireulars,

the orders contaihed in those
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od upon Major T P. Sparks, the Judicial Depu ofh -

{ angoon, to favor me with his opinion on the subject, as’
es the natives of Pegu, and T beg t.O submit: copy of his reply,
being letter No. 257, dated the 20th ultimo, with enclosure.

AT, fully agree with Major Sparks, that the Titles and
Honorary Distinctions which may be conferred on those of the
Burmese, Talaing, and Karen subjects of the Crown, who shall be
deemed worthy of such- marks of fayvor, will he thoroughly appre-
ciated by them. Tt is a subject which has frequently occupied my
attention previous to the receipt of your lefters under reply, because
I have long perceived thiat - there was a want of some mode of
marking the approbation o}' Government by the bestowal of tokens of
favor on natives of thecountry, whether in the Government service
or not, who deserved such distinction, This was more especially
brought to my notice-on my Mission to the Court of Ava in 1855,
when Isaw how chains of Qo?’d and other insignia of office and
honour were worn by Burmese Officials aceording to their rank, and
that the distinction was highly prized by all. Tt also appeared to me
that such insignia were tegarded with longing by those Burmese who
accompanied me, and \vho,felltfconscious that, if open to them, they
might earn similar marks of distinction.

5. But althgugh T feel confident that the principle of *granting
Titles and IIonomf}q Djstinctiqns both for particular services and for
general merit is a sound one for these people, T feel some difficulty in
recommending the pqitfiéulgr, mode to be adopted in carrying out this
principle in the Proyifice of Pegu. The titles and distinetions which
are at present Destowed upot’ natives of Indis would not be under-
stood or appreciated by the people of Pegu. On the other hand, T am
unwilling to recommend any plan by which our Government would
appear to imitate the Court of Ava¥ in the nature of Honors and
Titles bestowed. On fhe whole, however, I am of opinion, that some
of the titles used by that Court may properly be preserved, but that
the insignia which ‘generally or rather invariably accompany the
bestowal of a title, ghould vuder the British Government be alteved
or modified, g

6, In considering what titles niay be adopted from those now
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natives in pnvnte life who may be oonsxdcred as of a higher social
rank than a respectable Zemindar in Bengal or in the Central
Gangetie Provinces ; and among the Burmese Officials under our
Government, the highest at present will rank with a Principal Sudder
Ameen, T propose, therefore, to omit altogether such titles as are
now conferred by the Burmese Court on the Ministers of State,
superior and subordinate; and on Governors of Provinces. There is no
class of persons now in Pegu on whom such high and dignified titles
could appropriately be Lestowed. Military titles I should also omit,
as not vequired to be included in the present report, and because the
Burmese Military titles all refer to Officers in command of the house=
hold troops at the King’s Palace.

7. With the titles conferred by the Court of Burmah, and
which are enumerated in the schedule attached to Major Spark’s
letter, the following insignia ave given :

1. Gold chains, varying in number according to the rank of the person.
2. Caps of State or Coronets.

3. Gold or plain umbrellas.

4, Spittoons of mixed metal, or of silver.

.

8. For Pegu I should beg to recommend that three grades of
Civil Titles be established by Government, with suitable insignia to
accompany the bestowal of the fitle. In the schedule annexed to this
letter, I have ventured fo suggest what titles I consider suited to the
Government Servants and others among the people of the Province of
Pegu, and thei insignia which m\g%t accompany them. 1 have proposed
medals to be suspended from gold or silver chaing, and have omittéd
the Caps of State and the Spittoons. I propose to retain gilt aud
plain umbrellas as the most common distinctive mark of rank in
Burmah, which is more readily appreciated by the people in the streots,
or ab festivals, than any other, When a ftitle is conferred, a patent
should be made out on parchment, and be precented to the recipiont,



. 9. Extraordinary good service, whether by a Government
Officer in any grade or by a private individual, might be rewarded by
appointment at once to any eclass of title, It will not he necessary, I
think, to add any pecuniary reward, nor to make the titles hereditary,

but the medals would remain heir-looms in the families of those who
originally received them,

I have, &o.,
(Bigned) A. P, PHAYRE,
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SCHEDULE of Titles with ipanying Honorary ia deemed suitalle for Natives of Pegit.
Tirun v Buzuesu, Ix Exguism, IxsGxza, REMARKS,
Mahs men his Dhammes ka | Great Chief Excellent o A Gold Medal, 1 inch in diameter, sttached to | T the Government services
Radles ow Mahe men bla Atoo-ls | just Reje. S Wl yart ropa T He o | 15 e B e L o ol b
3 i = pended from the breast Ly, twelve (19) Gold | Taeekays or principal Sudder Ameens and Akwan
reat Chief just bs- vmught chains, The Medal to kave on one side | woons: I Revenue Officers in a district) or
i Haja. (hu“m ividyal’s name and title with a motto such rivate life of s respectable status in
Reward ul'Pldeh_’y and Victus,” and. on the | Boclety who sendered any prest ervics to Governs
::lm- the £ame and e of the Governor Gene- | ment, persons who bave served 16 years with eredit
& towing the in the offices above numed, or in any higher office
inpeription to be in (he Burmeso langae, would be considered eligible.
gzopt the and titlo of the Gu\-nmm- If » Burmese is admitted to the rank of extra
mal. Assintant Co;nnnuloner, Twould allow froyesrs ;3
A gilt umby i bords i of meritorious service to be cousider
piintog soabrels, with a border four inches docp, | 1 o lgiblo to i .
IL' | Maba men liis nsn sfits o= | Great-and celobrated A S.ih-(-r medal, two
inches  in diameter, parsons to whom this Title would
Mabs e hd.lmnr(:ymﬁ:a‘i: Cliief Shove suspended: by by () sine wrought Gold Boat dpen o yooke:r (answering to Tahseel-
e e Wire g en fe ::dmmuom dars of Todi), oflers i the Polioo Co v, e
s He: urmese w'nlcr in the issioner’s
= Raja, umbrells with Gohlen spex. Ten years' good service wuuld.:?n’:;er them a\xglhla.
- - | Bhwe Young Rem rabts teee | Tarms of rospectability. | A Siver madal 13 inch
) | s in dismeter, with | This class is open to T s, or Revenue and
Puie : | Dame sud motto 28 above, attacked by six Bilver g?ﬁux Oﬂl{,ergpeof Girdles, . Now-Com ommissioned
cers lice O Writers in the several
SeTomgDumtoon. | do. 4o |"yyg v e o G Y
meritorions service lo Govnrument or the commu=
nity. Ten year's service. Tt is to be distinotly under-
- 2 stood thai great meritorious service render a
Government servant eligible to' receive either class
of title, whether ho has served the abuye periods
or not.
Norz—Shonld which render it advisuble to best
tir's 8ot of - ow on sy Native of Pegn & higher title than is now proposed, @ title similar to that given
o Barraarof y Friinceor o Bgh Ocer under e Dornees Goreramens vt b P g recommendod, might be specially bestowed by tho
Tt in il o i : 0 o
e gbe  frue teslution of the titles, They ave & mistuce of Vernscular, Burmese, aud Pali, and few people can give distinct explanstions of them, or
Prov Caxxmm: Orrca,

} ,

-

ZADA,
The btk dngrei? 1850,

(Signed)

A, P. PHAYRE,
Commr. ofoPequ, and
Agent to the Gwr. Genl,
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No. 18.

From T. P, SpAnks, Esquire, Judicial Deputy Commissioner , Rangoon, to Lieutenant
Colonel A. P. Prayer, Commissioner of Pegu, and Agent ta the Governor General, No, 257,
dated the 20th June 1859.

T mava the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 108,
of the Sth instant, forwarding in original a Circular letter to your address,
dated 25th May last, with enclosure, relative to titles and honorary dis-
tinetions to Natives and Native Chiefs of India, and calling for my opinion
on the subject, as applicable to the-natives of Pegu.

As directed, I beg to submit the following observations:

Agreeing as T do most heartily in the admitted policy of conferring
more generally than we have ever done hitherto, titles and honorary dis-
tinctions upon deserving natives of India, I believe that in no part of the
British dominions in the Bast would this measure be productive of more
striking and favorable results than in the Provinces won from the Burmese
Empire.

The fondness for titles and all the minutim of social disti 8 s
with the Burmese a passion extending to the regulation of their dress,
their ornaments, their utensils, and even the roofs of the houses.

I am perfectly satisfied that the strongest blow we could strike ab
that mighty and almost undiminished influence which the Court of Ava
still exercises over the imagination of our subjeets in Pegu would be to
thow fo them, by an unmistakeable sign, one appealing to their hearts
and understandings infinitely more than any printed Proclamation, however
promulgated, that the Queen of Great Britain is de faotn as well as de Jure
the Sovereign of British Burmah.

.

This sign would be the conferring, with all due pomp and parade, in
the name of Her Majesty, a title with its appropriate insignia, upon some
one or more of the natives of Pegu, Tenasserim, and Arracan.

If; a8 1 earnestly hope, this is tobe done at all, it should be done in my
opinion at once. It should be made in the eyes of the people to appear,
not as s sudden change or innovation, but as the mecessary inevitable
3 quence of the ption by the Queen to the dirvect Sovercignty
over these realms,

Then it will be felt indeed that the chenge of Government from the
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ve no concern, and in which they indeed feel no interest. Then
the eyes of the ambitious, the hopeful, and the energetic, in fact of all the
best men in the community, will cease to tum their longing glances
towards the Golden Foot, and direct them instead to a Throne which they
Will see, as soon as they are induced to think, as a Fountain of Honor immea-
sureably transcends that of the Lord of the White Elephant, shorn as
it is of its former power, wealth, and territory.

T beg to annex as an Appendix to this letter, a schedule of the differ-
ent titles, Civil and Military, in use in the the Court of Ava, together with
the insignia attached to each, for which I am indebted to Mr. Edwards.
It will be seen from these, as you are well aware, how nicely graduated they
are, so as to afford to Government the means of rewarding appropriately
almost every possible grade of merit.

It is only necessary to remark in conclusion that titles conferred by
a Burmese Sovereign are not hereditary, and for manifold reasons doultless
it will not be the policy of our Government to make them so either, nor
is it customary to give any money grant with a Burmese title, though an .
appointment to some office in the State always accompanies it.

The original enclosures are returned.

I have, &e,,
(Signed)  T. P.'SPARKS,




No. 19.

SCHEDULE of Titles conferred by the Court of Ava, with their appropriate Insignia.

Ins1aNIA.
%
S 8
¥ b
Rasiks of Officers on whom tho Titles Msrasr Trrzes, 2 53
are ponferred. = =
= =
g £o . :
3 | sid i
i | 3| s |2
S Gifgit (5] 5
{ | Toung Daway l;o Maha Mengtenj Menjyan Bala el 8 'i )
| | Myouk Daway Bo Maha Meng Yan Zayya Bala - &

Atreng Ehyouk Tio, or fom Toung Madara penj Bo Maha Mengoung Daywa Bala E l s '% ,Eo h
mandants of the six Battalions{ i 2 aE e 9 Silver. Gilt,
ot Myank Madarspay Bo Maha Menghla Bala Thooreing [ $4% g 2

roop Toung Taya ngaysy Bo Maha Menghla Bala Mengouug Raja 5L e
L| Myouk Taya ngazay Bo Maha Menghla Kyanzwa bes 220
}:'ntsoo gya liinhn h{denghla Thin Bala Yanoung s g ] . 5
" Natsoo Letwai Maha Menghla Bula Yanoun, 3
h:&? %}‘:‘gﬁf’%&m’mz; Natsheng Yooay Letya Maba Menghla Ynig?mng Thoorieng £ % | s Gil
Satie Natshing Yooay Letway Maha Menghla Bala Menjoung Raja ... 2= 8 9 g t
Khyouk Khyoung Bo Maba Menghla Daywa Bala Yaigoung ... g S
|| Lengzen Bo Mala Menghls Baia Numata Tl S J
(Signed)  T. P, SPARKS,

Judicial Depy. Commp.
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SCHEDULE of Titles conf;red by the Court of Ava, with their appropriate Insignia.
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(Signed) ' T. P. SPARKS, -

Judicial Depy. Commr.
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No. 21.

From R. H. Davrss, Esquire Seéretary to Government, Punjab and its Dependen-
cies, to the Secretary to the Government of India, in the Foreign Department, No. 631,
dated Lakore, the 9th September 1559, y

T au directed to reply as follows to your letter No. 3049, dated
25th May last, on the grant of Titles and Honorary Distinctions to
Natives and Native Chiels in India.

2. T am to address myself to the consideration of the subject
chiefly ‘as it affects the Punjab and its Dependencies. The following
is a list of titles (Khitab) taken from the mecords of the Delhi
Agency :

For Hixpoos. For MAHOMEDANS.

1. Rai or Rao. Khan.

2, Do. Do. Bahadoor. Khan Bahadoor,

8. Rana Bahadoor. Nawab.

4. Rajah Bahadoor. Nawab Bahadoor.

5. Raj Rana. Khan (after the name.)

6. Rao Rajab, Dowlah (as Azeemoodowlah).

7. Maharana. Moolk (as Mookhtarool Moolk.)

8. Maharajah. Jung (as Feroze Jung.)

9., Maba Rao Rajab. Moomalik (Wuzeer-ool-Moomalik.)
10. Shree Maharajah. Ameerool-dbmra.
11. Maharajah Sowai. Wukeel-mootlul.
12. Maharajah Dhiraj. Furzinda Khas. .
13. Mahavajah Rajgaun: Furzinda Urjumud,

14, Raj Rajeshwar. Arrokeen as Oomdutool-Arrakeen,

15. Maharajah Rajeshwar.

To these must Lo added the title of Sirdar, which is the com-
monest of all in the plains of the Punjab and in Affghanistan. The
Chief of Oabul alone is called Ameer.

3. Where the holder of the title is a territorial Chief, it is
usually heveditary ; but no sfrief rule on this hesd obtwins, The
titles conferred by the Lalore Durbar at the’ instance of the British
Resident on Rajah Deena Nath and Nawab Imamoodeen were pei-
eonal. TIn some cases, second titles, borne by the sons, exist, The
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meer of Cabul are designated ¢ Sirdars;” of the N
mere, “ Meean ;”’ of other Rajahs, « Kunwur.”?

esides titles, the style of address in writing is graduated
according to rank ; and a word or fwo more or less makes a con-
siderable difference in this respect. At present these forms are used
somewhat arbitrarily, and require to be authoritatively preseribed.

5. The titles held by the Rajpoots of the Hills are mostly
ancient and indigenous. - The Newabs of -Moo\mn, Bhawulpore, and
Derah Tsmael Khan were created by the Tmperial Dynasty of Delhi.
The Maharajah of "Puttinla obtained his title from Ahmed Khan
Doorance. The Rajah of Nabha is believed to have been created
by the Emperor; the Rajahs of Jheend, Ladywa, and Furreedkot, by
our own Government.

6. It is certain the Natives of India sot a high value on honor-
ary distinetions of all kinds, and the Queen’s assamplion of the
Government affords the most favorable opportunity for regulating
their grant.

7. The Licutenant Governor considers it adyisable fo maintain
the exieting and well-known titlos in prefevence (o any new instifus ¢
tion.  Care should also be taken in conferving such as are valded
in the territory wheto the recipient resides. For instance, the {itle
of Sirdar might be appropriately bestowed on a Seikh, who would not
care to take the Madras title of Polygar. , Equality of honor might
Be conferred without identity of designation. But the relative rank
and precedence, conferred by enrolment in each order of nobility,
should he clearly defined ; and consequently all titles should be classic
fled, though there would remain diversities of 1itle in cach class,
Again, there are good rveasons why there ehould be grades in each
class.  For it Iue been shown that there already exists an hereditar
nobility, which is seture of general recognition and respeet in th
country, whatever measures onr Government may take ; nnd its mow-
bers must be ineluded in any list which we may legalize, Yo, in
\amany cases, however old their titles, they thersselves would net he
notable either for personal distinotion or for great possessions.
Others againg with identical titles, might be worthy, of admission to
a higher grade on account of services performed to our Government,
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L i oy lto 1al importance. Advautawe should be taken in

< ininipg Swat titles are hereafter to be acknowledged to make them
short and simple, and’ curtail .the lengthy appellations of the Maho-
medan régime.

8. The grant of a title should, the Lieutenant Governor con-
siders, invariably be accompanied by a khillat proportioned to the
vank of the recipient. And occasionally, according to the circum-
stances of the case, a pension or Jagheer must be assigned.

9. As a general rule, the Tieutenant Govenor holds that our
creations should n0f be hereditary. But where exceptions may be
expedient, it should be a received condition either that the candidate
has sufficient wealth to support the title, and to leave an entail, or that
the Government should attach a grant of land or money to the title,
subject to the law of primogeniture.

10. The Lieutenant Governor sees no cause for limiting the
number in each grade.

11. Local Governments, His Honor thinks, may be advantage-:
ously invested with the power of conferring the lower classes of titles,
such as Rai Bahadoor, Chowdhree, &c., with khillats of investiture.
Superior titles, such as Rajah, Rana, Sirdar, Newab, &c. should be
bestowed only by the Viceroy of India; whilst the highest class of
all should be reserved for the grant of the Quesn, All grants should
be made in an authorized form by letters patent; and should be care-
folly announced in the Guazetfes. At the same time, the forms of
address should be prescribed and notified. It might further be expe-
dient to design certain insignia, distinctive of the rank of each grade
to be worn on public occasions; for instance scarves of different
colors. At the same time, it is desirable that tables should be drawn
up, in accordance. with which the order of precedence should be regu-
lated , and the opportunity might be taken to revise the existing
styles of address (Algéb), often florid and verbose as they are, and
give them a fresh value and greater simplicity.

12. There are gome fendatory Chicfs already in enjoyment of
the highest titles, and of large territory. But on these it is still in
cur power to confer distinction by increasing the number of guns
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the number of tr;ys presented at public durbjrs, y

the style of address. Thése honors are much valued
uld be duly regulated. it

13, TIn conclusion, I am to remark, that honors should not
be lightly given, but when promised should not be delayed, parli-

cularly in cases where reference to England is necessary.
1 have, &e.,
(Signed) R. H, DAVIES,

B A A A AR A= ANA A

No. 22,

MINUTE BY LIEUTENANT GENERAL THE HON’B‘LE SIR
JAMES OUTRAM, Br., patep 28ta June 1859,

Titles—H y Rank d other distinctions to be created for the Empire of Tndis.

Ove late call on the subordinate Governments for their opinions
as to Titles, Honorary Rank, &o., to be conferred on Natives of
distinetion, has led me to record my own views on that subject, for
the ideration of His Excellency the Governor General in Coungil,
in the hope that my proposals may be deemed worthy of being sub-
mitted, with the support of His Liordship and my Hon’ble Colleague,
to the Secretary of State for India,—or, if not with their entive sup-
port, at least with their comments, suggesting such modifications and
dlterations as they deem desitable.

2. I do not consider that merely upholding the existing, and
creating an additional natiye aristocracy, will alone suffice for the
object we have ih view. And Tlong therefore to witness the inaugura-
tion of a still more comprehensive system of Honorary rewards than
those we haye yel contemplated, which would reach only the higher
classes—and that only to a very limited extent. T desire to ree intro-
duced such a system of Hi y distinctions as, without cost to the
State, can be more generally disseminated throughout the vast i)opu-

lation of India, and be rendered available to all vanks and ¢lasses.

8. T feel assured that, by the judicious distribution of Honors,
both personal and hereditary, we have it in ot power vastly to
inerease the attachment of the more influential natives of India to
the British Crown, and fo elicit from them wmuch abtive aid in the
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objects for the achievement of which we must necessarily be in
a great measure dependant on their liberality and personal exer-
tions.

4. But I am equally certain that no Order of Honor, and ro
Title of nobility, of our invention, exclusively confined to natives,
will possess the same value in their estimation as honorary distine-
tions and titles of nobility participated in by Europeans, and by Euro-
peans sought as objects of ambition, I believe that the late Sir
Charles Napier enunciated a profound truth, and one of comprehen-
sive application, when, adverting to the Indian order of merit, and
claiming for. the native officers of the Indian Army a participation in
the honors of the Bath, he wrote— It is not merely honors that they
“gcrave. They desire to share owr honors—the identical honors it
“is our ambition to attain; and sound policy demands that they
¢ ghould be permitted to share them” I quote from memory, not
having at hand Sir Charles Napier'’s work on “Indian Misgovern-
ment.” But if these be not the exact words of the great warrior
statesman whose authority I cite, they differ from his only in being
perhaps less forcible.

5. 1T sincerely trast that the day is not far distant, when our
beloved Queen will graciously deign to elevate to the peerage even,
many native gentlemen within Her Indian dominions of the calibre,
character, and position of my revered friend the late Sir Jamsetjes
Jeejeebhoy. 1 hope that ere long Her Majesty’s Knightage and
Baronetage will embrace scores, if not hundréds, of native gentlemen.
And I trust the Viceroys of India hereafter will liberally avail them-
selves of what I regard as an inherent function of vieeroyalty—tle
croation of Knights Buchelors. But more than this is, in my own
opinion, desirable. And 1 would respeetfully, but earnestly entreat
His Bxeellenoy the Viceroy, and my Honorable colleagiie in Couneil,
to move the Right Hon’ble the Seeretary of State for India, to
obtain Her Majesty’s consent to the institution of a new Order of
Vietoria,” to which Natives of India, and Europeans who have ren~
dered good sétvics in the interests of India, be they in Ier Mujesty’s
setvice or not, shall be equally eligible.



(o)

'hé institution of sueh an order would, I feel S

d by our native brethren as a most acceptable’ boon
onvincing proof of the deep personal interest taken'by their
Sovereign in Her Native Indian subjects. It might, I am satis-
fied, be made the means of stimulating, to an extent hitherto
unknown, the exertions of our Native Chiefs, gentry, and public
servants, in the maintenance of order, in the suppression of erime,
in the amelioration of existing native institutions, in the diffu-
sion of education, and generally, in promoting the material and
moral welfare of this country. i

7. To our Civil, Military, Naval, and Medical services, and to
those who, not members of the public service, but honorably engaged
in commercial or professional pursuits, have labored and still labor
in the interests of India, the institution of such an order would be
little more than an act of Jjustice. There are many, aye, very many
Anglo-Indians, whose labors in India, though necessarily unappre-
ciated at home, by reason of their undemonstrative nature, are known
to us to be such as would, had they been performed in England, or
in a small English Colony, have pro-ured for them admission to the
Knightage, the Baronetage, and even the. Peerage. To admit all such
to the honérs of the Bath would be (o swamp that order. But it
appears to me that to withhold honorary distinetions from Ehem
altogether, is ungenerous and unwise, It is, T conceive, voluntarily
to deprive ourselves of a moral engine of vast power, of compre-
hénsive eapabilities, and of inexpensive eonstruction and maintenance.
At present the Governor General, and the subordinate Governbrs,
have scarcely any means of rewarding earnest and efficient service,
save by translating their performers to more lucrative offices. And
all of us must have seen many instances in which recourse to thisy
method of veward has proved positively injurious to the publie inter-
ests, The order of talent which secures suceess in an executive post,
dovs mot necessarily imply an equal adaptation for duties of a con-
tholling nature. Still less do the physical, mental, and moval qualities,
which speciully fib: & man for oue department, rendor him even
moderately elficient. in another. And even when' the translated
offiger is otherwise well suited to the more Jusrutive post bestowed oy

L
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e of persons and lncahtles on which his past. efficiency “in
no small degree depended, and devoid of that deep personal interest
in the affairs of bis district which a long contrdl of its affairs had
necessarily begot, and the influence of which all of us practically
know to be of inestimable value, alike to manager and managed.

8. Many of the difficulties here glanced at, would be overcome
by the institufion of such an ovder as I have suggested; for by
many, and by many of the most estimable of our servants, honorary
rewards would be regarded as an equivalent for non-advancement to
more lncrative offices.  And how many are there who have deserved
well of Government, but on whom the rules of the service, and
our financial arrangements, prevent our béstowing increased salavies ?

9. T believe T am not unreasonable in assuming that the
institution of such an order would (under existing pay regulations)
entice to the competition examinations for Civil Service appointments
even a higher elass of men than those who now present themselves.
And as the allowances of the Indian Civil Service must soon be
seriously reduced, it is, I believe, only by making that service an
avenue to titular honors, and & ready means of earning that social
distinction which titular honors secure, that we can hope to make it
an object of ambition to the educated youtheof Britain.

10. The participation, on equal terms, in the honors of such
anoxder, “would, 1 believe, create amongst its Butopean and native
members, in a very marked degree, what the French call solidarilé,
begetting an identily of social position, a community of class senti-
ment, and a fraternity of feeling not otherwise createable, but of
incalenlable benefit 1o the interests of the State, and the cause
of progress. Tt would do more than auny other agency which I can
imagine, to overshadow the truditions of Delhi,

11. How far admission to the new Order should be extended to
Ceylon, Singapore, and our Chinese Colony, might be a question.
But a wider franclize, that is, its conversion into a general Colonial
Order, would, in my opinion, be injurious to the canse I advocate,
If; in the opinion of the Colonial Office, another—a Colonial—Order

-
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sitablé, T soe mo obstacle to its being instituted. Brifis

Fmerithyand our Australisn  and Tasmanian Colonies, are populons
enough to maintain an Order of their own. Their utter dissimilarity
in organization, character, &e., for India, would, I conceive, render
a direct pacticipation in the Ocder I suggest, unsatisfactory to them,
and prejudicial to s,

12. In no spirit of presumption, but with the view of indicat-
ing the nature of the scheme I propose, and to exonerate myself from
the charge of indulging in vagne generalities and unpractical recom-
mendations, I beg deferentially and with mitch difidence to append,

in the form ofarough draft, the outline constitution of
such an Order as I wish to see established— (marked A.)
13. I must admit, however, that objections have been urged to
my scheme, and suggestions offered, by the only person to whom I
have yet shown it, a high functionary for whose judgment I have
great respect, which 1 consider so worthy of consideration that I feel
bound fo submit them also (marked B), in order that *
they may be considered in conjunction with my own
crude proposal, which, being merely offered with a view to draw attens
tion to the subject, and in the hope that those more able than myself
to deal with it may beinduced thereby to take it up, I had no expect-
ation should be implicitly adopted. u il
, 14. Tadmit the possibility that the Order, if at once founded on
the scale I propose, might, as apprehended by my correspondent, be
less highly prized at fist than if it were more limited. But T consider
that time wonld enhance its valse, and that the longer established the
more would the Order be appreciated. And it must be borne in mind
that extensive though my proposed seale appears; it is small in pro-
portion to our vast Indian Empire, comprising 150 millions of suly-y
Jects, with an srmy 3,50,000 strong, and a Civil Service numbering
6,800 souls,
1b. It may Dbe deemed preferable, howgver, to have two
g.‘-pnrnte Orders, as therein suggosted, the one composed of only three
classes, of great honor and limited extent, available to the highest
functionaries of the State and the higher clusses of native nobility and
gentry with Her Majesty, should she so deign, as Sovercign of thie

A,

B,
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er,/ and the Governor General for the time be

ing
% : : o
3 p%@f? The other, of mnch}’mder scope, something of the nature of
Legion of Ilonor, for the recognition of approved serviee in every
branch and class of Civil Administration, with the Vi

iceroy, as
representative of Her Majesty, at its head.

16. Before concluding this Minute, I desire to offer BTy
observations relative to the hope T have expressed that the Queen
‘may be graciously pleased to admit N:ftives of India to the ranks 'of
the British Peerage, and to advance many of them to the dignity of
the Baronctage.

17. It is, or ought to be, a coundition of the hestowal of
hereditary dignities, that the title shall be endowed with such ample
pecuniary resources as shall enable all successive holde
a social importance commensurate with their rank. Tn Britain, our
aristoeracy is a territorial aristocracy. Those who are advanced to
its titled Orders from the commercial and professional classes of
society, already have possessed themselves, or on elevation possess
themselves, of landed property, and the laws of England facilitate the |
transmigsion of the property from sireto son. Bub it is otherwise
in India ; and at a time when the popular voice demands the opening
out of land both here and at home, it would be inopportune to urge
the enactment of land entail laws, and' the assimifition of the laws of
suceossion in India to those of England.  As regards Tndia, whers there
19 probably as much rea? need of an “ Bacumbered Estates Act” as in
lteland, any such attempt would be not only inopportune, but, if
“uceessful, injurions. And 1 am of opinion, thevefore, that not
merely the endowment of Baroneteies and Pecrages through the
public fands should be permitted, Lub that it should be encouraged,
and by degrees rendered compulsory.

rs to maiutain

18, When conferring patents of nobility on native landholders,
T would stipulate that they should annually juvest o certain sam in
the funds until the amount funded was such as would, at the rate
of 3 per eent. (s rate which onr funds muy, it is to be hoped, reach
¢ere very many years elapse, us eivilization and wealth inerease),
produce such an annual ineome as Her Majodly may consider suitable
tothe rank bestowed. . The money thus funded should, by Legislative
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Ve rigidly entailed on the possessor of the title—in jat
muity should be purchased.'

19. Gentlemen, not landed proprietors, raised to the Baronetage
or Peerage, should be obliged to make investments in the funds suffi<
cient for thé endowments of their titles: it being permissible, in
special cases, for a Native Baronet or Peer to endow the title only for
the period of his own life (according to the value of that life as
determined by his age, according to actuarial rules), Should he, in
the course of his life, sncceed in investing in the funds a sum sufficient
for the permanent endowment of his title, that title would be made
hereditary. Should he invest only enough, not for its permanent
endowment, but for its endowment only for his own life, the title
would lapse at his death. +If enough was invested for the endowment
of the title during his son’s life, the son would succeed fo it. And
the latter should have the privilege of permanently endowing the
title. In failure of his dving so, the title would lapse at his death.
is cldest son would succeed merely to the life interest of the endow-
ment, but the sum funded would remain entailed, available as a paré
endowment of the title for any of his heirs who might be able ta
complete the endowment, and who might be considered by Ier
Majesty worthy to have the title revived in his person.

20. By such an arrangement, we should, without incurring lany
oneof the evils attributed by economists to landed entails, secure an
Aristocracy for India—a body of gentlemen possessed of wealth,
position, and leisure—far removed from the more vulgar struggles of
life, sympathising by Dblood, aud the various affinities of race, with
the millions of India; and by edacation, training, and position, with
the erown and people of Bngland, and having the strongest incen-
tives, both material and sentimental, to be loyal and faithful subjects |
of their Sovercign.

21.  Any apprehension of practical inconyenience from admitting
the nobility of India to the position of Peers of Parliament, would,
I feel assured, prove illusory. DBut if such apprehension be entor-
tained, there might e a separate Indian, as there ave sepavate Irish
and Scoteh nobilities, sending (if any) a limited number of repre-
cenlatives to the House of Lords, 1, however, think that when @



(o]

22. 1 believe that were such a scheme adopted, and were the
gentry of India encouraged to.commence investingin the funds and
entailing their invesiments with a view to the future earning of nobility

_by their descendants, we should gradually embrace among our fund-
. holders the wost influential men in the country. And the political
advantage of such a fie it is needless to point out,

! The 28th June 1859, (Signed)  J. OUTRAM,

A,

Sketch of eonstitution for a new Order of Honor for Tudia.

I. The order to be designated “ The Most Honorable Order of Queen
Victoria.” de ity

II. The Order to consist of

(1.) Her Majesty the Queen.

(2) A Grand Master—the Prince Consort,

(3.) Office bearers as Her Majesty may order. -

(4.) A Royal Chapter, embracing the Sovereign, the Grand Master,
ant such number of ordinaty Members of the 1st Class as Her Majesty
may order, and such extra, or ex-gffioio Members of the 1st Class, as may
be determined by Her Majesty.

(5.)  1st Clads—or Grand Cross.

(6.) 2nd Class—or Knights Commander.

(7.)  3rd Clask—or Com panions.

(8.) 4th Class—or Acolytes.

9.y 5th Class—or Esquires.

ITL. Members of the Royal Chapter to be de Jacto Members of the

B iotabla and ir.? Privy Couneil, or at least to enjoy by courtesy
" the title of « Right Honorable;”* and to have

their position indicated by the letters R. €. V.

IV. The Members of the first two classes to have the Knightly
designation of “ 8ir,” and their classes of Knighthood indicated by the.

sletters G C. V. and K, ¢V,

V. Companions, Acolytes, and Esquires, to be respectively indicated

by the letters O, V., AV, and B. . '
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3 S to each class of the Order, in equal proportions from Her
Majesty’s European and Native Indian subjects—say 20 for the first; 40
for the second; 200 for the third; 400 for the fourtl; and 600 for the
fifth Class, in addition to the following functionaries who will be ex-gfficio

Members of the classes attached to their names.

His Royal Highuess the Command-
er-in-Chief

The Secretary of State for India

The Members of the Council of India,
when not Grand Crosses, should in
virtue of that office be

The Chairmen of Committees in Coun-
cil, to be ex-gfficio Members of the
Royal Chapterof the Order.

The Goyernor General of India

The Commander-in-Chief in India ...

The Governors in Council ., a

Licutenant Governors

Members of the Governor General‘
Council

Members of (,ouncxl uf Mndras and
Bombay

Commander-in-Chief of the Indmn
Navy .

Her Majesty’s Chief Jushce in lndm

Her Majesty’s Puisne Judges

Members
India

of Legislative Council of

Inspectors General of Medxcnl D;part- i

ment
Her Majesty’s Advocates General ..

(Jan Commissioners. .

VL

Grand Cross, and ex-gfficio Member
of the Royal Chapter of the
Order. |

Ditto ditto,

Knights Commanders.

Grand Cross and R. C. V.
Ditto ditto.
Grand Cross.

Knights Commanders.

Ditto ditto.
Ditto ditto.
Ditto ditto.

Grand Cross.
Knights Commanders.

Ditto ditto,
Ditto + ditto. o
Commanders.’

Ditto.

All functionaries hereafter nominated to any of the Offices

above named, to be appointed extra Members of the clasm severally
attached to their Offices in ihe foregoing Clause.
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Pnor about the 1st January annually, recomméndnt ngy f}
16, or promotion in, the Order fo be addressed to Her Majesty’s .
'y of State for India by the Governor Generdl,
The Governors in Council of Madras and Bombay,
The Licutenant Governors.
IX. These recommendations to embrace, as nearly as possible, equal
numbers of Buropeans and Natives.
i X. In recommending Europeans for admission fo, or pr an,
the Order, the g ds of r endation will be stated ; and it must be
borne in ntind that the Order is to reward Civil rather than Military
services, the latter finding their more appropriate rewards in the Honors
of the Bath, the Victoria Cross, the Order of Merit, and the Order of
British India. Amongst the €ivil Services which are to be more especially
cbnsidered as constituting elaims to'the honors of the new Order, are—

a—Distinguished Administrative labors, eminent official aptitude and
efficiency.

&—Practical Phﬂanthrophy

c—Discoveries and researches in science.

d—Researches in Oriental themturc, History, Philosophy, and Juris-
prudence.

e—Reonomic and Industrial researches and discoveries.

All Buropeans, whether in the publie service or not, who have merited
the distinetion aceording to the claims defined in b, ¢;d, and o to be eligible
for recommendation. Of those in the service, all, however humble in rank,
to be eligible for the fourth and fifth - Classes. All Commissioned Officers
and Covenanted Civil Servants, and Merchunts, and Prafasuwual men,
whose social #fafues is equal to thit of a Commissioned Officer, to be eligible
for the higher clagses,

XI. . In seloeting natives for recommendation whether in the public
seryice or not, especial value to be given to—

(l.). The zeal and liberality they manifest in practical and enlighten-
ed Philanthropy—such as the building, and endowment of Schools,
Hospitals, and Disp ics, local Museuing and Librurics, the founding of
scholarships in thu Public Colleges, &e. &e.

(2.) 'The efforts they make to aid the local nuthouhes in the mainte-
nance of order, the suppression of erime, the practical encourngement of
sound morality, and in tho devel t of the resc of the country.

¥



, -« The Governor General and the local Governors, whether
“Bieubertint Governors or Governors in Council, will, with the view to
give full effect to the intentions of the new Order, obtain recommendations,
from the heads of the several Civil and Industrial Deparbments within |
their jurisdiction, of those who have most pi ly distinguished
themselves during the previous year (or such past periods as may be
specified in the first instance).

XIII. As a general rule, Military Officers below the rank of Field
Officors, Covenanted Civilians of Jess than five years’ standing, and Mer-
chants and professional men not in the public service, will, in the first
instance, he recommended for nohigher than the 4th Olass of the Order,
though in special cases, as a recognition of special seryices, they may be
appointed to the superior grades.

XIV. Asa generalrule, individuals of a higher sfafus than those
$pecified in the foregoing Clause, and whom it is desirous to reward for
more important services, will be recommended in the first instance for the
8rd Class, or Companionship of the Order, their advancement to higher
classes being the reward of subsequent services. And as & general rule,
those of any class v ded for promotion, will be ded only
for the next higher class. But, in special cases, an individual may be
promoted at once even to the 1st Class.

XV. As a general rule, the number of annual recommendations will
be as follows, viz :

The Governor General will recormend for admission to

1st Class .. v 45 Yt e i)
2nd Class .. Pl Lt o il
8rd Class .. 20
4th Class .. % 40
5th Class .. ¥ 3 60

The Governors in Council of Madras and Bombay, each—

st Class .. . R 1
2nd Clauss , . 2
8rd Class .. 10,
4th Class .. by 20
Gth Class .. o) oy 30

k
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Y - 9&' ieutenant Govemors of Bengal, North-Westeirn Provi
97/’»7"111}41311'5‘ rjab, each—

7

1st Class .. B ) Bk 0
2nd Class ... o = 1 £3 Tk
8rd Class .. 5
- 4th Class .. X e or 10
Hth Class . i Y
XVI. But it shall at all times be competent i‘or the rccommendmg
1 thorities 10 p t, in addition to their stipnlated , the
names of such individuals as havd rendered special services of a dis«
tinguished nature.
XVIL In addition to the r dati made by the Indian

local authorities, the Secretary of State for India in Council will present
to Her Majesty a separate list of individuals, whom he may think werthy
of being admitted to, or promoted in, the Order, Should he conceive
that the local authorities have omitted those who ought to have been
recommended, be will supply the omission. And he will also name for
admission, or promotion, such individuals in Britgin or elsewhere, as have,
by their labors or writings, greatly subserved the interests of India, or
illustrated its Civil or Natural History, its Literature, Laws, &,

XIX. The insignia of the different Classes to be as gorgeous as may
be deemed compatible with good taste.

XX, The rules of procedure established for ghe Order, to be rigorous~
Iy enforced at all levies, durbars, receptions, &e.

XXI. Every Civil and Military servant to be formally apprised that
the Members of the 4th and 6th classes, though many of them (nay, most
of them) will be Clerks, or of analagously humbl itions, are GENTLEMEN

. by Her Majesty's Gracious Warrant, and ave enhtled as such to every
courtesy and attention which one gentlernan concedes to, and expects at
the hands of another.

XXIL xpulsion from the Order (to be notified in the Zondon
Gazette, and the Gazettes of the Indiun Governments) to be the penalty of
disgraceful conduct of any kind, and of any overt insiance of cruel or
insulting conduct to any of Fer Majesty’s British or Indian subjects,

XXIIL, The Ionors of the Bath, both in its Civil and Military
Divigions, to be as opon to Indian Officers, Civil or Military, 4 ab present,
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B,
Objections and Suggestions referred to in paragraphs 13, 14, and 15,

Some Institution of the kind is, in m} opinion, essential for the purpose
of making our Government more popular with the natives, especially the
higher classes,

But I should be disposed to make it wory much more limited in its

. scope, ab any xate for the present. If founded at onge on the scale you

propose, there would be imminent risk of its falling at once into dis-
repute. ¢

My impression is, that it would be best to have two separate and dis-
tinct Orders : one of very high honor and limited extent, to be founded at
once; another of much wider scope, embracing the recagnition ‘of ap-

‘proved service in every branch and class of Civil Administration, to be

established afterwards.

The Royal and most Honorable “Tndian Order of Queen Victoria,"
should T think comprise no more than three classes : Grand Cross, Knight
C der, and Compani

The first class to consist of not more than 10, besides the high fung-
tionaries of Giovernment down to Licutenant Gtovernors.

The second, of not more than 25 besides the Civil functionaries of
Government, down fo the Members of the Legislative Council, and the
Governor of the Straits Settlement. \

The third, of not more than 100 hesides Civil Officers, down to the
Advocates General, . .

The Queen should be the Sovereign of the Order, and the Governor
General for the time being should be the Grand Master ; the whole busi-
ness of the Order being managed by the Viceroy here, assisted by a Chapter,
subject only to the approbation of Her Majesty.

If the business of the Order were managed by a Chapter at home, or
if the Prince Consort, or the Secretary of State had anything to do with it,
the Viceroy's prestige would be greatly weakened, and, anything tending
to that resulb s, in my judgment, greatly to be deprecated.

The Viceroy should be really what his name imports, the reprosen-

tative of Majesty ; and the siream of the fountain of honor I}imﬂd flow

from him. !



:L‘hff hapter should consist of the Queen (nominally), the Viceroy, .
the Knights Grand Cross.

The Order being especially foz; Civil Services, T do not think it would
be right to admit Military officers as such, though the Order would of
course be open to military men distinguished in a Civil capacity.

T do not think the Europeans and Native Members (non-official) should
be in anything like equal numbers.

The Order should be chiefly for Nahves, and their numbers should
preponderate.

So much for the high Order of Victoria.

For the general reward of Civil Service among Natives and Natives
alone, I'would have a second Order something like the Legion of Honor,
with the Viceroy at the head of it, not the Queen. T apprehend it would
make her Majesty’s name too cheap, if the honor of belonging to an Order
of which she is the head, were made accessible to so many as 1,500 persons,
including every grade of the service,




No. 23.

i
From Major W. I. ey, Agent, Governor General, Rajpootana States, to the
Secretary to the Government of Tndin, in the Foreign Department, No. 224, dated Camp
Jyepoor, the 24th October, 1859,
IN continuation of my report No. 37, of 5th August, and with
reference to paragraphs 2 and 4 of Despatch No. 3841, of 28th June,
from your Office, T have the honor to furnish the information required.

2. T much regret t:hat, owing to the non-receipt of the reports
from some of the political officers subordinate to this agency, I have
been obliged thus long to delay the transmission of the geueral state-
ment.

3. With one single exception, all the Princes of Rajpootana
hold the rank and title hereditary in the family, and which has not
been hestowed by the British Government, but simply recognised by
usage, and by our adopting the style of address and title obtaining at
the time of our treaties, and thus virtually fully accepting their
nature and application.

4. Among the present holders of titles of inferior rank other-
wise than hereditary, and whose origin cannot be traced, none have
been conferred by the British Government, but have been simply
from'time to time bestowed as marks of approbation by the Native
Princes on their own subjects, by the Kings of Delhi and others, on
are titles atlached to the incumbents of certain official positions in
the State. !

5. A statement, agreeably with the form of the only Chief
whose present rank has been bestowed by the British Government,
the Maha Raj Rana of Jhallawar, I have the honor to annex.

6. 'With reference'to paragraph 4, there are no persons within

Para. 4.—“1 am also directed to request, that you the scope of my
will furnish o list of persons within the scope of your S :
b claiming or ing titles or :iiatincl'imm. authority, who come

which hisve nob buen conferred upon them by the British  within its provisions.
Glovernment, and to which consequently they have no prome

Hight.” 7. hitles and dis-
tinctions are numeroug, but although not hestowed by the Brifish
5 7
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npenf, are horne by right of ancient usage and customjan e

tich on their own subjects

8, The only dignity which has heen assumed is that of the
Maha Rao Rajah of Kotah, who within the last nine years has
assumed a higher title than had ever been enjoyed by him, and has
had a seal engraved, in which he styles himself as Maha Rao « Raja,”
and this would appear to have been tacitly recognised, in so far that
at that time no objection was made to.the assumption ; but he is only
addressed from this Office as “Maha Rao.”

I have, &c.,
(Signed) W. F. EDEN.



No. 24

Return of Persons in the Harrowtee Agency Cirole, who have received Titles or Honorary Distinctions from the British G ¥
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No. 25.

jentenant General M. Cuzpox, K.C.B., Commissioner for the G t of the
Territories of His Highness the Rajah of Mysore, to the Oﬁicinting Setvetary to the Govern-
went of India, Foreign Department, No, 218, dated Bangulore, the 10th N, ovember, 1859,

1 nave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of GCireular letters

Nos. 5049 and 3841, of the 25th of May and 28th June last, respec-

, tively, calling on me to submit my opinion and suggestions on the

subject of granting Titles and Honorary Distinctions on the Natives
and Chiefs of India. ]

2. T have made every endeavour in my power, in a quiet \\.my, to
arrive at the opinions of the most intelligent and trustworthy persons
in this territory, as well as of the most respectable of the travellers
who pass to and fro from the contignous districts, as to the thoughts
and feelings with which the measure adverted to would probably be
received, and have in every instance been led to the same conelusion,
namely, that however desirable and politic its introduction might be
at a future period, the people in these parts are hardly prepared for it
at present ; not that they do not prefer our Rule to that of any other
foreigners, but that they are strongly impressed with the belief that
a revolution is impending, which will sweep us away, and that any
honor received at our hands would expose its possessor to persecution
from a foture master.

8. That such sentiments should prevail so shortly after the
guppression of the late disturbance, and notwithstanding the numerous
lessons taught the people, of the resistless power of England, would
appear incredible to those who have no experience of the native
character and credulity as it is found in these parts. But the truth
is, the country has been over-tun by agents of sedition ; and between
pretended prophecies of the approach of the tenth Avatara of
Visnoo, and our own newspapers teeming with fierce invective
against the past policy of Government, and strongly advocating the
dismemberment of the Empire, the public mind is unsettled to such a
degree, that it is not long since a great multitude assembled on the
borders of this territory and Cudapah, not with any design to create
disturbance, but merel y to consult on the measures most properto he
taken for their security, when the expected change should arrive.



5 ‘\v' en this impression shall have pﬂé%d away, and the feoj
;Jm ‘%u&ﬁ' down into full confidence in the stability of the British
fid begun to regard it as the only fountain of honor, then
indeed it may be considered certain, that a race so full of vanity, and
fond of ostentation as the Mahomedans of these parts, will eagerly
seek for, and be highly gratified by, any titles or marks of honor
Which the Government may be pleased to confer. But those distine-
tions to be rendered valuable in their eyes, and to command general
respect, should emanate either from Her Majesty the Queen, or the
Viceroy of India : and even i thatcase, it is not certain that they
would be coveted by the Hindoos, unless accompanied by substantial
benefits, Of this feeling T can give an example highly illustrative of
the Hindoo character, which passed under my own observation many
* years ago, on the occasion of the Governor General investing a Non-
Commissioned Officer with the Order of Merit, and pinning the ribbon
on his breast with his own hand, in front of a long line of troops
under arms,

Havildar—What increase of pay does this give me?

Lord Willlam—Nothing at present ; but perhaps it may come
by aud by, after continued good conduct. I

Havildar —With a face expressive of great disappointment) dnd
disgust. “This ribbon will not fill the bellies of my wife and
children.”

5. 1Ihad many opportunities of knowing, that the Havildars
language on this occasion was \generally considered to be highly
sensible and proper, and that in their social intercourse, the distinetion
received gave him no consideration whatever in the eyes of his
countrymen.

G. The preceding observations apply only to the state of society
and feeling in these parts, where T conceive the fitting time has not
yet arrived for infroducing any general or comprehensive scheme of
gm;xting titles such as that proposed by Doctor Balfour, retaining,
however, the provisions of the Resolution of the Supremg Government,
dated the 80th of May 1829, and taking into consideration any
application which showed that the applicant duly uppreuin.imi the mark |

of distinction which he solicited. x
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donferred by the British Government, or by any preceding

Government. Some seventeen -Poligar families there are, living on

small pensions from the Government, who are highly disaffected and

_ burning with impatience to recover the possessions of which their
ancestors were deprived by Iyder and Tippoo, and who are kept in
order only by the strength of the Government, and a few other

. persons of no consideration, who assume the addresses of the offices
held by their forefathers; but neither of these seem to be included
in the letter from Government.

8. T greatly regret that T have not been able, at an earlier period,
to return an answer to the letters under acknowledgment. But on
a subject of tlis nature, it is bothtedious and difficult to obtain
information, that can be depended on, of the workings of the native
mind.

1 have, &ec., :
(Signed) M. CUBBON.

No. 26.

From H. L. AxpERsoN, Esquire, Secretary fo the Government of Bombay, to the
Secretary to the Government of India, in the Foreign Department, No, 161, dated the
Bth December, 1859.

As connected with Mr. Under Secretory Simson’s letter No. 3049,
dated the 25th May last, and the correspondence which accompanied
. . it, relative to the grant of Titles and Honorary Distinctions to Natives
and Native Chiefs of India, I am directed to forward to you, for sub-
mission to His Excellency the President in Council, the accompanying
summary of the opinions of the Political and Magisterial Authorities
in this Presidency, on the several questions mooted by the Govern-
ment of Tndia, in reference to a more regulated system of such grants.

2 On a review of these proceedings, the following minutes
were. recorded by the Right Hon’ble the Governor and the Hon’ble
H. W. Reeves :
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The Right Hon’ble the Gavernor.

46 not think it is desirable to lay down any very stringent
6r the grant of titles, but it seems to me that no British Indian:
subject should be allowed to bear any title, unless conferred or eon-
firmed by Her Majesty or by Her Majesty’s Representatives in this
country, Hereditary Titles might be conferred exclusively by the
Queen as the Fountain of Honor ; non-hereditary distinctions, as here-
tofore, by the Governor General, and perhaps in the lower grades, by
the Governors of Presidencies and Lieutenant Governors. In the case
of hereditary Titles, whether derived from the Mogul Emperors or
the British Crown, I would require, in conformity with the ancient
custom of the country, that on each succession” there would be a
formal confirmation or recognition of the grant by the Sovereign, and
a corresponding Nuzzerana on the part of the inheritor of the title.

¢ I think that the Orders of Merit and of British India might
with advantage be granted to Civil as well as Military Officers,
and even to persons not in Government employ. If a higher class of
these Orders were established, which could be conferred upon Native
Princes, it would, T have no doubt, be appreciated by them, and it
might be sparingly bestowed upon wvery distingnished Native Officers,
Civil and Military ; but the great difficulty will always be to bestow
these honors judiciously and sparingly ; if they are lightly oz too
free]y bestowed, they will soon losé all value,” a

The Hon’ble H. W. RERVES.

« I think that the Order of Merit, as well as of British India,
would be usefully extended to Native Civil Officers of the State, and
to Natives generally. T fully concur in opinion with the Right Hon’ble
President, that these honors should be conferred sparingly and judici-
ously, and that they will deservedly lose their value if dispensed with
an unsparing or too liberal a hand. The bestowal of honorary distines
tion ought not to originate in a mere desire to make the Government
popular ; it should be the reward of really honorable meritorious con-
duct. T am entirely opposed to any thing like ‘showering down
titles and honore’ in imitation of Native Sovereigne ; for such ' policy
swould be utter]y inconsistent with British principles, and would soon
bring our Government into contempt, \
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n happily chosen for the dlSC\15=IOD of this subject ; ‘for if the
Natives of India value Her Majesty’s Rule, they may and will object
reasonably to the introduction of honorary distinctions of a purely
Native character. Atthe same time, I conceive that British titles and
distinctions must be inapplicable to them generally, and if the ‘p05i-
tion of Government and of European society has always been ' a
. matter of difficulty and delicacy with reference to the Natives of this
country, it is certainly now more complicated than ever.

¢ Care should be taken, T am of opinion, in selecting honorary
distinctions or Titles, that they bear the impress of British principle,
so that they may be of purely British origin at any rate. The Order
of British Tndia and the Order of Merit appear to me very appropriate
under this view, and I would therefore extend them as proposed. I
would devise no new titles, but merely make use of those now in use.
Thus, supposing a Mamlutdar, ora Native gentleman without a title,
to be admitted to either of these Orders, they would be addressed ug
Rao Bahadoor or Khan Saheb, &c. Some Natives in this Presidency
have titles already, and it will notin all cases be appropriate to ask a
Native of rank to adopt the title along with the Order. For instance,
the Ghorepurays of Dutwaur, in the Southern Muratha Country,
. were some of them in the Poona Horse and have the title of
¢ Ameer-0l-O’omra’ The Ghorepuray of Moodhol is ¢ Raja Baha-
door 57 it would be no additional distinction to eall a member of these
families ¢ Rao Bahadoor.

“I conecur in the opinion expressed by the Right Honorable
President, that honorary titles should, if hereditary, proceed from Her
Mujesty the Queen, and non-hereditary distinctions, as heretofore, from
the Governor General, or from the Governors of Presidencies 5 but my
remarks it will be seen do not contemplate any new honors of an here~
ditary nature.”

8. T amalso on this oceasion desired to submit copies of the
apinions of the Judges of the Bombay Sudder Adawlut, together with
a SBummary of the reports particulavised by the Ju(iges, relative to
the important subject under notice.
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appears to ma that the great want among our Native fellow
subjects in India is a definition of relative rank between Natives and
Buropeans, such as will in some degree secure to the former those
social courtesies to which their position may entitle them. T do nof
think that any titles will be much coveted unless they secure to the
possessor a status in society recognized by the European communiby.
Precedence among his own countrymen is of course desivable, but it
is valueless in comparison with the higher step which the other will
confer,

¢ Mhe personal popularity of Europeans inIndia is, T believe, more
dependant than we are generally willing to adwmit, on the due obser-
vance of social courtesies. The justice of an official immediately
affects but a small class; his munificence benefits only those who
need if, while all classes, including those who may be excluded from
benefitting by his munificence, appreciate those feelings which ensure
to them those courtesies of social life which they so highly prize.

«1 do not anticipate, from the measure T advoeate, that imime-
diate effect which I hope will follow on many concurrent causes, buf
it will be a step in the right direction, from which there ¢an be no
regression,

« While this country was under the direct management of the
Hon’ble East India Company, there might have been many objections
to such a course, but now that it is under the direct Government of
Her Majesty, no royal prevogative will be infringed.

«Tf, as seems not improbable, financial necessities require the
imposition of an income tax, I think it might be arranged without
difficulty, that the ranks of Gentleman and of Esquire might follow
the payment of certain rates, so that enhanced faxation would carry
with it the more elevated rank, / :

« While suggesting the bestowal of relative rank as a general
measure to affect a great portion of Her Majesty’s Indian subjects,
T think that special titles for special reasons, such as service to the
(Yovernment and to the ‘public, should not be withheld; these will
necessarily be few, and with them I think' that decorations, to be
w



«T do not think that any of these specxal titles should be here-
ditary, but I would not withhold hereditary titles for extraordinary
causes, and in cases in which estates might be conferred by Government,
or even when it might be in the power of an individual to entail
‘ sufficient fortune to prevent the honor from sinking into contempt,

«The rules for granting all honors should, I think, be promul-
gated by the Crown, to which also T would restrict the actual bestowal
of hereditary titles, and perhaps the highest of those which ave not
hereditary. All the others for which decorations would be bestowed
should, I am of opinion, be given by the Viceroy in Council, at the
recommendation of the local Governments, under whose jurisdiction
the aspirant may become entitled to the honor.”

5. The following further Minute, concurred in by the Hon’ble
Mr. Reeves, was recorded by the Right Hon’ble the Governor :

“ Haying already recorded my sentiments, I shall not detain the
Hon’ble Board by any repetition of them, but I think it due to the
Hon’ble Mr. Malet to add a few remarks upon his Minute of the
13th instant.

_ “There can be no doubt that any grant of titles or honors to
Natives will be incomplete, if it does not econvey to them, some relative
precedence with Buropeans. In Java, I believe that the Duteh confer
Military rank upon the Native Chiefs, and I remember the Admiral
Ariens who commanded the Dutch Squadron in which His Royal
Highness Prince Henry of Orange was serving as a Lieutenant, and
which came to Madras when I was there, asking me what rank the
Nawab of the Carnatic held? In the Dutch eolonies, I was informed
he wonld probably have held the rank of Colonel or Lieutenant Colo-
nel, T believe that this is also the Russian system, and that the descend-
ants of the Kings of Georgia, and the Khans of the Crimea, together
with many lesser Chiefs who still enjoy some shadow of power, are
honored with Commissions in the Imperial Army.

« T do not know whether this system could be introduced here,
but perhaps the Princes and Chiefs/might have & seale of precedence
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‘ _ hem ; the highest ranking with Major General
'@‘Wllkaﬂ@a' 30 years’ standing ; while it would certainly be convenient
to assign some relative rank to our Native Judges and Magistrates
who are now liable to be treated with indignity by young European
Officers who do not; understand either the position of these Native
officials or their own.

I cannob concur with my Hon’ble colleague in thinking that
it would be proper to connect the grant of rank and honors with the
payment, of a certain amount of Income Tax. 'In the first place, I
hope that there will be no income tax, or other attempt at direct
taxation, which I have no doubt will be the most unpopular mode of
recruiting our finances which we can’possibly adopt. In the next,
T object to this proposal because it would conmect in the Native
mind the grant of honors and rank, which should proceed from the
free grace of the Crown, with the payment of a hateful impost ; and
thirdly, beeanse those who would thus purchase precedence, would be
almost exclusively wealthy banians and shroffs, who are already placed
under our rale in a much higher position than their class ever held
under any Native Government, and whose further elevation would be
very galling to the landed aristocracy, which they are already gradually
but sufficiently rapidly supplanting.”

6. I am desired to add, with reference to Mr. Secretary Beadon’s
letter No. 8841, dated the 26th June last, that returns in accordance
with the instructions of His Excellency the Governor General of
India in Council, showing the Titles conferred on Native Chiefs and
others by the British Government, and of those claimed or assumed
within the scope of the authority of this Government, are under
preparation, and will be submitted as soon as completed.

T hayve, &o.,
(Signed) H. L, ANDERSON.
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No. 21.

SUMMARY.

The Collector -and Magistrate of Dharwar—~The British Govern-
ment, in Mr. ogﬂv) s opinion, is’ placed at a disadvantage, with respect
to the grant of titles, compared with Native Governments, as it
caninot hold out to the mpbtt;mn of its native subjects the higher offices
of the State, nor can it afford to dissipate its resources by the bestowal of
large terviborial and other assignments. He is, however, of opinion
that a further judicious distribution of Homors, than those already
granted, to deserving persons of all classes, would doubtless be gratifying to
them, and would promote their loyalty.

It is very desirable, he considers, that the love of distinction and
inordinate pride of the native mind, as exemplified by caste, exclusiveness
in matters of food and dress, in cruel rites and customs, &c., should be
diverted from what is evil to that which is good and worthy of imitation.

In paragraph 5 of his veport, Mr. Ogilvy describes the course adopted
by the late Mahratta Government, which does not appear to have granted
mere Honorary Distinctions, but to have conferred on its principal officers
suitable titles and large assignments of land ; advancement to office, he
shows, was oftener the result of personal favor and intrigue than of merit,
and the hereditary system of employment fostered by native rule, while it
, perpetuated medioerity and inefficiency, secured the attachment of _many

families to the existing Government, .

‘As a contrast, Mr, Ogilvy presents the system pursued i:;y the DBritish
(tovernment, which aims at securing officiency by promoting merit, and in
uniting universal obedience to law, by bestowing a large share of personal
liberty. He then points out the privileges conferred on the Feudatory
Chiefs of the country, who adhered to the British cause, and also the
powers conferred by Act XIIL of 1842, for vesting landholders worthy of
distinetion with Police and Civil powers, and alludes to the titles con-
ferred on Judicial and Revenue Officers, and to the publication, in the
Government Gazette, of the names of contributors to works of public
utility.

It does not appear to him fo be expedient that the British Govern-
ment should borrow titles used by the Native Governments, which made
a distinction betwoen Flindoos, Mahomedans, and others, and thus perpe-
fuute the memory of former dynastics; but rather adopt titles of its own,

/
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creeds and classes. This object, he thinks, might
d by the adoption of English appellations with some e

Hereditary titles, he considers, should be bestowed on Princes and
great landholdérs, whose | i ean per tly support their
dignity. They should emanate directly from the Crown, and should nof;
be conferred unless for spécial reasons, as for services rendered to the
State, or to the cause of humanity,-and might be rendered more acceptable
by autograph letters from the Sovereign.

The accompaniment of Hongrary Distinctions ‘would, in his opinion,
enhance the value of grants of lands and pensions to Chiefs and others,
who adhered to the British cause during the late vebellion.

If it were designed to mark the satisfaction of the Sovereign towards
a Prince for having suppressed Suttee or Female Infanticide, the title of
“ Highness,” * Grace,” or “ Hxcellency,” might, in his opinion, be conferred,
accompanied by a star or collar, a ribbon or banner, for display on State
occasions; but the grant of special Honors marking the extinction of
former barbarisms, would probably be more acceptable if conferred without
indicating the cause.

As the Honors provided for the Native Army have heen placed on a

tisfactory footing, he ds to consider what Civil Honors are required.

5] P

The different classes of title to be conferred, he states, might be
dxvxded into three grades, to which special precedence might be attached.
For <erv1ce> rendered to the State, the titles conferved might: be sueh as
“distinguished,” “very distinguished,” and “ most distinguished,” and as X
public services, whether civil or nuhtm\, may be esteemed equally (1eaen'mg
of honor, precedence might be given Accoulmv to the dabes of titles.

In addition to distinetions granted for Civil and Military su'nuzs, M.
Ogilvy proposes the grant of similar Honors for greab learning "and public
spirit, and also for acts of munificence. The latter, in his opinion, should
not rank so high as others, as wealth has its own udvu.ntagou, and rewards
for acts of charity detract from their intrinsic merits. But as the natives:
of thls country are prome to incur lavish expenditure in the hope of!
acqumng posthumous fame, titles given in reward for such acts would be
most appropriate, he thinks, and most valued, if made hereditary.

Native subjects esteemed worthy of the highest Honors might, in his
opinion, be made Honovary Privy Counsellons for Indin, with gome suitable

decoration. y



stated, Mr. Ogilvy considers that all hereditary ©
highest grades should emanate directly fiom the

@ lowest titles might be given by the Liocal Governments, on tho
recommendation of Heads of Departments.

As Honors granted without limitations would ceass to he Distine-
tions, he suggests that the number of Honors for each grade should be
fixed for a certain period, and then increased, if found necessary.

English forms of a(ldres‘s appear to him to be most appropriate for
English Honors ; but these and other matters connected with the grant of
titles might be determined by a Committee of HFuropeans and natives.

The Collector and Magistrate of B Iy —The several points proposed
for consideration by the Government of India are noticed consecutively by
Mr. Seton Karr, After enumerating the titles best known to the Natives
of this Presidency, he proceeds to consider the propriety of adopting native
in preference to English appellations of Honor. It may be questionable, he
says, whether it would be good policy to select titles caleulated to keep
alive the recollection of the pomp of bygone dynasties; but as neither the
events of the past, nor their results can be obliterated from the page of
history, he doubts whether any new-fashioned distinctions would be so
generally acceptable as the old and well-known fitles, with their supple-

" mental appellations, as “ nourisher of the poor,” &e., which have been trans-
mitted from mouth to mouth, and from generation to generation.

Should it, however, seem objegtionable to, borrow the forms of preced-
ing times, he considers that there would be no difficulty in devising new
a,ppelfnﬁona, of which he furnishes examples., Titles derived from the
Sanskrit would, in his opinion, be best adapted to the int Uigence of the
peaple of this Presidency. "

The rank and precedence to accompany  titles might be easily
arranged, he says, by dividing the recipients into classes of Sirdars, the first
class being composed of Princes and Chiefs, exercising sovereign rights,
and “all other classes being open to merit of every kind.”

Precedence would follow in the order of the different classes, but
exemption from the jurisdiction of ordinary Courts should, on no aceount, be
recognized in future creations,

The forms of address which, in his opinion, should be observed, are the
titles themselves, with the addition in every case of Ruo Bahadoor ; and as
the Iength of titles is intimately associated in the native mind with ideas
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suggests that the Sirdars of each class should he entifle
ition to their own, the appellations of every class below them.
social position, great wealth, and eminent Civil and Military
services should, he thinks, form grounds of admission into the proposed
institution, and all titles should emanate from Her Majesty’s Viceroy in
India, on the recommendation of the Tocal Governments. H ereditary titles
should only be conferred on Princes and great landed proprietors, a hand-
some nuzzeranah being payable on each renewal or grant.

In conclpsion, Mr, Seton Karr observes that the Distinctions formerly
most prized, as elephants, bearers, aptageerees, &c.are now compara-
tively little valued, as there is no restriction on their use, and it is remark-
able, he adds, that the Southern Mahratta Jagheerdars have no titles.

The Collector and Magistrate of Sholapoor—1In the opinion of Mr.
Galdfinch, titles should be both hereditary and personal, just as in England
there are the Peerage and Orders of Knighthood. In the case of hereditary
titles, the recipients should be obliged to entail property sufficient to support:
the dignity of the titles conferred ; and, as a rule, he presumes, hereditary rank
will be assigned to men of large fortune, who will be in a position to make the
necessary provision. In instances in which the same rank and title are be-
stowed as a reward for service, the Distinetion would be personal, and should, he
considers, be accompanied by a life grant, equal to the minimum amount fixed
for entailment on the holder of the hereditary title.

As regards the personal titles analogous to the English Orders of Knight-
hood, they will carry with them, he says, no emoluments, but should be accom-
panied by some decoration to be worn on occasions of ceremony, and these, as
well as hereditary titles, should entitle the holder to assume a certain dress for
himself or servants, so that his rank might be recognized in places of public

sresort,

The Collector and Magistrate of Poona—NMr. G. Inverarity is of opinion
that the proposed institution should be confined exclusively to natives of India,
and otherwise concurs generally in the views expressed by the Government
Agent of Chepauk.

The Collector and Magistrate of Almednuggur.—Mr. Fraser Tytler
enumerates the chief official titles in use in the Ahmednuggur Collectorite.
He is of opinion that no change is necessary in existing titles. In cases of
rare merit; the usual higher titles should be granted, as Shumshéer Bahadoor,
Alizs Bahadoor, Rajah Bahadoor, &c.. Where the claims are of a high order,
decorations and substantial ddvantages should, he thinks, be added. Titles
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,/An his opinion, slwul‘([ be decided on its own merits, as an ur arying
uld not work well. Three orders, at least, seem to him necessary alike
or Ciyil and Military, to meet the many cases that must arise, all differing in
details. X

The Collector and Magistrate of Khandeish—Mr, Mansfield states that
the question relative to the graut of Titles and Honorary Distinetions is so fully
disposed of by the Government of India, that he has little further to add than
his testimony to their great appreciation by Natives of Iudia, and his opinion
that their more frequent bestowal, with and without substantial advantages,
would be attended with the very best effect.

The Political Superintendent of Smwunt Warree—Captain Schneider
premises by remarking on the important influence which the measure under
contemplation will exercise, by counteracting the opinion rather prevalent in
the country, that the British Government is desirous of extinguishing the
native nobility, and that not only would it induce o better feeling among the
Sirdars towards the Government, but would stimulate the wealthier classes, who
have no standing beyond what their riches afford, to the performance of acts
which might lead to real rank and distinction.

Captain Schneider is of opinion that titles should only be conferred by
the head of the Supreme Govrnment for the time, but that if those intended
for the highest classes were conferred by Her Majesty the Queen, their value
would be greatly enhanced.

He is also of opinion, that titles should be granted with certain limitations 3
a8 for instance, one title would carry with it the right of suceession in perpe~
tuity through the direct male descendants of the original grantee ; another
would be for two generations ; a third for one; and a fourth for the lifetime of
the party on whom the title was conferred. o

The Collector and Magisirate of Rutnagherry.—Mr, Turquand con-
siders the questions proposed by the Government of India, Jirst, with reference
to the Native Army.. Viewing the fidelity and deyotion whicli, with some
partial exceptions, marked the couduct of the Bombay Native Army duririg the
orisis of 1857-8—an army which contains for instance. in the Southern
Mahratta and Poona Horse, the cl relations, and depend of the
Satara, Kolapoor and other Rajahs—viewing also the pre-eminently merifo~
rious services of eertain Corps, particularly the 25th Bombay Native Infantry,
he deeply feels that justice and good policy alike dictate that by more widely
recognizing and rewarding such services, the attachment of the Military elisses
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be more fully secured to our rule. To this end he sufge

Further, reflection on the past and present condition of the Native Army
only tends to strengthen the impression at which he has arrived.

The new title to Native Commissioned Officers of both Regular and Trre-
gular Infantry and Cavalry, should, he conceives, be in Persian, as these classes
generally know little of English; and titles in the mellifluous high-sounding
~Persian would be more grateful to their ears, :

In b ing Honorary Distineti and rewards as accompaniments to
Military Titles, he thinks that the practice of former Sovereigns in granting
caparisoned horses, umbrellas, torch-bearers, &e. &ec., should not wholly be
reyived, and especially ought grants which would permanently eutail expense
on the grantee or the Government to be avoided ; but substantial rewards might,
he says,-be given in the shape of pensions, small grants of land, gold or silver

mounted swords, handsomely finished fire-arms, caparisoned horses, &e.

With respect to the Native Princes and Chiefs who have loyally or
actively assisted the British Government during the crisis of 1857-58, it
appears to him both just and politically expedient that they should be rewarded
by titles, territorial grants, or reduction of tribute, according as circumstances
suggest,

For this high elass, in Mr. Turquand’s opinion, a distinet order, comprising
grades, should be instituted. Under the Mogul Empire, he observes, the Naﬁ‘ve‘
Princes ahd Chieftains were, without detriment to their local rank or authority,
enrolled amongst the highest nobility of the State. Faithful and zealous service
was rewarded by appointments as Viceroys of provinces, or by investiture with the
insignia of the fish (Mahi Muratil¥), thégraut of a Nalki Palki, or fans of
“peafowl’s feathers (Morchult) ; titles were also accompanied by honorary dresses
(Kheluts), elephants, richly caparisoned horses, &e., but for these, he says, might
be better substituted valuable medals, hand carringes aud horses, with
gorgeous trappings, watches set with jewels, &e. &e.

e ———

* For a description of the Mahi Muratil, Mr. Turquand refers, in a note, to the Asiatic
Journal, Vol. 27, new series, for September and Docember, 1888, and tie Vol. for May and
August, 1840, and adds, ** old men now living in Poona speak with enthusiasm of the inyesti-
ture of the Peshwa Suwai Madborrow with the Mahi Muratil and Nalki, conveyed by Seindia
from the Emperor of Delhi” y

+ In another note, My, Tarquand states on the nuthority of the Hon'ble My. Elphinstong,
that a long war between Kolapoor and Sawunt Warree was oconsionsd by the Emperor of
Delhi granting to the Sawunt Warree Chief the right to use n Morohul,

n



scholars, European and Native, for the selection of the most appro-
priate titles conferred by Native Sovereigns, or for devisiug new appropriate
titles. .

He next considers the case of the merchants, bn;lkcrs, and others, who
haye applied their wealth to the advancement of civilization and to the estab-
lishment of works of public utility. For this important and honorable class,
a separate order, composed of at least three grades, should, he thinks, be insti-
tuted, to be designated the order of philauthropy or general benevolence, the
highest class being exclusively restricted to those whose works had displayed
philanthropy of the most catholic character.

As regards the accompaniments to titles conferred on this order, the
Government can hardly do better lié thinks than follow the practice of the
Native Goyvernments, which usually granted sowears, merchants, and other
native gentlemen of wealth and respectability, the privilege of haying Jassoods
and silver sticks to go before their palkees and carriages. This privilege of
having Jassoods with silver sticks, says Mr. Turquand, was conferred on some
wealthy and respectable native gentlemen of Surat, by Sir John Malcolm, when |
he visited Surat, aod when he also conferred on the Kotwal of that place,
Ardeshir Dhunjeeshah Khan, the Title of Bahadoor, accompanied by a gold
medal and the present of a Palkee and Sword.

To eorrespond with the proposed three classes of the Military Order, there
should be, he thinks, three classes of a Civil Order fo be conferred on the
highest Native Political, Judicial, and Revenue Officers, for pre-eminent service
in the civil administration, and the titles to be conferred for such service need
not necessarily be the same or always different from those already noticed,
Native Officers in the Police of the Regulation Districts should not, in his
opinion, be permitted to claim Military titles and accompaniments so long ag
the Police is civil ; but Native Officers of a strictly Military Police might be
granted Military titles and accompaniments for services of a strictly military
character, .

As to the conditions under which titles should be granted, Mr. Turquand
is of opinion that those granted to Native Princes and Chiefs should be heredie
tary. ‘The force of circumstances will, he apprehends, prevent titles to the
Native Army being hereditary. ¥Titles in the proposed order of philanthropy,
unless of an hereditary nature, should ordingrily not be so, and restrieted, when
hereditary, to the first ¢lass in the order, or to grants made hereditary for very
special rensons in the patent. sl
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eage in which native candidates for Titles from the British §ov
5 deserving of TEnglish titles and dignities, and would prefer them
ie“titles, in consequence of a predilection for English manners, &e.
English titles and dignities, he thinks, might be conferred. He cites the case of
the late \'encr'lhh: Sir Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy as one in point.

Mr.'lnrqu'md then proceeds to consider the propriety of recognizing
titles granted by the Pageant Emperor of Delhi. On the one hand, he says, the
Emperor may be considered a mere titular Sovereign from the time he was
pensioned by Lord Lake. On the other hand, the British Goyernment consi-
dered it in some degree expedient to govern in his name ; while the Marquis of
Hastiugs, in the early part of his administration, recognized titles conferred by
the Emperor, and even caused the Emperor to confer them. He is therefore
of opinion that titles conferred by the Emperors of Delhi should be respected
and confirmed by the British Government in all cases where there might not be
special valid objections to succession thereto. It also appears to him that
every title in India derived from the Emperors should, in awalogy to the
practice of every sovereign power in India, be formally confirmed on the part
of Her Majesty the Queen, at each succession, on receipt of Nuzzerana,

Finally, he considers by whom titles should be granted, and remarks
in passing on the disadvantages under which a foreign Government labors
in making such grants. All titles conferred on Native Princes and Chiefs
should, in his opinion, be conferred by Her Majesty the Queen, as the source
of honor.  Ifgrantees do not go to England for investiture by Her May:stv
in prupnfl persond, the investiture, he says, should be made on the part of
Her Majesty by the Viceroy of Ihdia, or by the Viceroy, through the
Governors of Presidencies. This would tend to make the Native Princes '
regard themselves as the Vassals of the Queen, while Her Majesty would
appear more as in the place of the Emperor of Delbi, and the titles thus
become more highly prized.* The same mode of investiture should be
adopted for every hereditary title conferred ; all other ' titles might be
conferved by the Viceroy through the Governors of Presidencies, who
should recommend, but not confer them.

Agent for the Right Tbn'ble the Governor at Surat.—Mr. Hebbert is.
of opinion that some change should be made in the titles now given, on
others ndded to them, and thinks the order to be estnbllshcd ghould be of

# Bfr. Turquand, yeferring to Thoraton's British Todin, Vol, L, page 93-04 weites—
4« o Nizam, after he had in other respects ussamed independence, roferrod grants /of
high Titles for the contfirmation of yhe Empgror of Delhi,”
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4 to mark the existing Raj. He questions the policy of pin

the days of their greater independence under; Rulers of their own.
On this ground the ©Order. of - British India” commends itself to him,
but he thinks that some of the titles and distinctions attached to it should have
a greater affinity to those of Britain.

He is also of opinion that titles should be panied by a d Hon
of some sort, like those of the Order of the Bath in England, or the Legion
of Honor in France, and precedence should be attached to them. They should
carry no pecuniary emolument with them, but be sought as “ honorable,” no
room being given for the intrusion of a lower motive; but this need not
prevent their being accompanied by grants of land or money, as the particular
occasion may demand,

It appears to him that titles should be bestowed in some marked public
manner, and not by simple announcement in the Government Gazette. In
no case should they be hereditary, or be grauted for ° social position,”
or should official rank be attached to them, as is now the case. But he sees no
impropriety in “ prolonged good conduct” or  special services” being recog-
nized and rewarded in the same manner as other acts eliciting the approbation’
of Government. ; |

He cousiders that there should be only one Order, consisting of three or
four classes, divided into two branches, Civil and Military, the numbers of
each being intimated, as it may be taken for granted that the Government will
be careful its decorations do not become cheap. ;

As the repr ive of Her Majesty, all titles in hls opinion should
emanate from the Vieeroy and Governor General. '

He is also of opinion that titles shonld be held out as an object of honor-
able ambitition to every individual in the service of Government, and suggests,
in conelusion, the propriety of enacting a law simultaneously with the institu-
tion of the new Order, making it penal for any one to use titles and decorations
to which he has no claim.

The Acting Political in the Mahee Kantu.~Captain Raikes is of opi-
nion that Honorary Distinctions should be conferred for great services and
conspicuous merit of every kind, as is the casé in Europe. It appears to him,
however, in the present transition state of saeiety in India, that an honorary
Qrder to be appreciated must be comprehensive. On the one hand, it should
be adapted to classes like those in the Presidency towns, making rapid advances
towards elvilization, and on the other, to those still in a primitive state. While

+
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appreciate the honor of betng envolled in’ an honorable

sence of high sounding appellations and material advantages.

Still, looking to the gradual growth of a more elevated sentiment, as
_ education becomes, diffused throughout the land, he believes that natives of
India, distinguished in their age for gallant deeds, great talents, or other
extraordinary merits, would prefer being nominated to an honorary Order; with
or without a title, in the ranks of which they would be associated with men,
_both EBuropean and Native, who had shed a lustre over India by their gallantry,
talents, wisdom, or deyotion. “Ihey would prefer nomination to suchan Order,
he thinks, than be honored with titles such as Maharajah, &e., which would
make the Order to which they belonged exclusive, or in other words, the Order
would be composed of natives of India exclusively, and the inference might
be deduced, that either Europeans are not deemed worthy of the Order or the
Order of them.

Nothing less than'a comprehensive honorary Order or institution, which
might take its rank amongst other national honorary Orders and institutions
would, it seems to him, meet the requirements and progress of the Bastern
Empire; and while the nomination to the Order should be a mark of Royal
favor in acknowledgment of eminent civil and military services, or conspicuous
merit, it should also be open to all classes of Her Majesty’s subjects, without
reference to religion, caste, or color.

He advocates the absorption of the present Order of Merit as beihg‘
not only) exclusively military, but confined to the Native Army of India,
which in future must occupy a position somewhat different from that of
times gone by.

The decoration of the proposed new Order, in bis opinion, might be
selected so as to suit all classes, as a collar or star, and a collar and star for
the higher grade would probably be the most suitable insignia. He also
thinks that honors should be personal, and carry with them no substantial
adyantages, while, if the Order were divided into two classes, Civil and
Military, it might be made to meet'all the 'requirements,for which it was
instituted.

All honors, he adds, should be granted in the name 'of Her Majesty,
at the recommendation of the Supreme and Local Governments,

The Political Agent in the Rewa Kanta.—Major Wallace {5 of opinion

that ‘a distinction should be drawn between civil and military services to
the State in the henorary rewards granted for them,
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¢ js/also of opinion that no title should he hcreditnr}, up-

at eyvery hereditary ftitle should be an Fuglxsh one, and granted
solely by the Crown.

That the subordinate Govemment& should have the power (under certain
rules applicable to the whole empire) of granting non- -hereditary titles.

That public servants, after long and faithful service, should, on retire-

{ ment, receive Honorary Distinctions and Titles, if recommended for the
same.

Such distinctions, he says, would be lughly prized, even if no pecuniary
advantage accompanied them,

He is also of opinion that a substantial advantage aunexed to such
distinetion or fitle should be the exception rather than the rule; that
European functionaries holding high office should be instructed to be
careful in according to the recipients of such honors, due precedence and
respect ; and tlmt lists should be made out by all such officers, of all persons,

within their cognizanc: i or
ter of such persons qhould be compiled and pnnted for general information.

g Titles, in order that a regis-

Finally, he is of opinion that decorations as well as Titles and Honorary
Distinetions should be granted, and that the customs of Natives will admit
of a very wide range in the selection of such rewards.

The Political Superintendent of Pahlunpoor.—It appears to Colonel
Keily, that titles should be more numerous and distinetive, as suggested by
Dr. Balfour, 5o as to enable men of lower rank than Chiefs to participate in

them, such as palanquins, chowrees, hades, &e.
Cases in which sul inl ad iges should pany titles would, he
considers, be exceptional.

When Honorary Distinctions are required to be conferred on a .Chlef
already a Nawab, the highest rank recognized by the Resolution of the
Supreme Government of 1829, appropriate epithets in his opinion might be
afficed to the Chiefs and title, an increase made in the number of guns and
trays, and his rank enhanced in interviews by the number of steps taken by
the Secretary to meet him.

Only in the case of Chiefs should honors be considered hereditary ,
special services, he conceives, should be considered as giving the first elaim
for distinctive honors, Social position and long good character, as a general
rule, might be eonsidered secondary, but each case would have to be judged on

its own merits,



The Magistrate of Kaira—Presuming that the Order of British illdiﬂ
and the Order of Merit are purely military distinctions, Mr, Gray sees mo
reason why civil divisions of those Orders should mot be instituted anala-
gous to those of the Bath. The estimation in which the ordinary titles
of Rao Bahadoor and Khan Bahadoor are generally held, induces him to
think that the proposed new Orders would be highly prized by Native

_ Chiefs; publi¢ officers, and private individuals, especially when conferred as a
special honor; and not merel).' as the concomitant of official rank; and that
astill higher value would be set’ upon titles which might be constituted
hereditary.

He also considers that the execution of works of public utility should
not constitute a claim to Titles and Honorary Distinctions, as the more such
honors are valued the nearer such a systew would approach to a bestowal
of them for mere pecuniary consideration upon all those most able and
willing to purchase.

The Political Superintendent of Kolhapoor—Mr. Havelock would
recommend that a Civil Order of British India be instituted, the members
of which should receive the titles of * Sirdar Bahadoor” and * Bahadoor ;”
that the two grades should haye each a specific decoration; and that the
Order should be bestowed for extraordinary services, and prolonged good
conduct, and generally for such meritorious actions #s the Government may
deem worthy of reward.

The possibility of obtaining a distinetion of this kind, howeyer remote,
would in his opinion tend to keep high Native functionavies honest, as
much as the tertors held out by the law,and he would recommend, on account

of persons of this class, that honorary distinctions be accompanied hy a small
additional income.

He would also recommend the bestowal of titles recognized by previous
usage in different parts of Indin; but it would be difficult, he thinks, to arrange
the local titles and epithets so as to find equivalents in a spale for general
Application. He suggests also, asa point for consideration, the extent to which
it would he judicious to amalgamate portions of the old with ‘the new nobility
of Tndia,

M. Hayelack would in no ease make the titles proposed for the, Civil
Order hereditary, though the Goyernment should reserve to itself the, right of
Permitting succession to eertuin titles, Special titles granted to Hereditary



Tiguld, in accordance with the usage of Hindoostan, be ma
those granted to Chief of all grades holding heredita y

European British subjects otherwise-than by the Crown directly, he would hail
it as a happy omen for the future of British India if an Order were instituted,
emanating from the Crown, for which all classes of Her Majesty’s subjects,
whether European or Asiatic, would be eligible, for meritorious service in India.
Such a distinction would, in his opinion, prove a very effectual means towards
removing the prejudices of race by affording. an emphatic assurance that with
our Sovereign and Her Government in India, true merit, whether in European
or Asiatic, is equally prized.

The Political Resident at Aden.—Brigadier Coghlan remarks, that it
never has been the custom in Arabia to grant Titles and Honorary Distine-
ions, those which are in use in that country being derived either by
descent, by the possession of feudal power, or by office.

He does mot believe that any titles which could be conferred by the
British Government would be appreciated by Arabs.

He concurs with Dr. Balfour in thinking that it would be a measure of
sound policy to recognize and reward merit more widely among all classes of
Her Majesty’s subjects in India, both European and Native.

He also considers with that officer, that the exclusive character of the
Orders of British India and of Merit cannot fail to impress Natives with the
iden either that Fluropeans are not worthy of those Ordess, or that they are nof
considered worthy of acceptance by Englishmen. A Native of India, observes
Brigadier Coghlan, no matter what his rank or profession, would esteem a
decoration far more highly if he saw the most exalted European Officers of
the State wearing, with a legitimate pride, the same Order which adorned his
own breast,

But whatever may be the mark of Distinction, he adds, whether a title or
decoration, or both, its popular value will be regulated by the degree of judg-
ment with which it is bestowed; if the recipients be fairly and Jjudiciously
selected, it will confer honor upon them, and through them it may become an
engine of etrength to the State; but if lightly or unworthily conferred for
insignificant or for domestic service, it will speedily sink into merited
contempt.

(True copy)
(Signed)  H. L. ANDERSON,
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No. 28.

ute recorded by W. E. Frerg, Esquire, Puisne Judge, dated the 14th October 1859

GOVERNMENT required to be furnished with the opinions of the Zillah
Judges, and therefore their letbers should he sent to Government, though
some of them are not exactly to the point referred. The attention of
Government ought, however,to be called to Messrs. Loughnan, Erskine
and Forbes’ letters, which contain much that is valuable.

2. As regards our own. opinions which Government desire to have,
I would observe that the opportunity has, in my apinion, been lost, of
placing Titles and Honorary Distinctions to Natives on a clear and intelli-
gible footing. The subject is one that has long occupied my thoughts,
and T brought it forward, if T recollect right, in an annual report when
Assistant Collector at Poona, some twenty years ago.

8. T was then much struck with the power and influence in the
country still held by the Deshmooks, and seeing that the policy of our
Government, was to depress and not to exalt these hereditary landlords,
I bronght to notice the mistake I thought we were making, and how desir-
able it appeared to me to uphold and raise this allodial aristocracy, with
whose assistance I found I could do everything I desired, when the
Mamlutdar and Government servants failed. It would have been difficult
even then to have restored and exalted these people, but now I fear it
would be almost impossible: a generation has passed, and I fear that the
stipendiary servants of Government now, so far as they are able, fill the
place of the hereditary District Officers. We therefore have no base for
operations, and Honors and Distinctions will for years, I may say for genera-
tlons to come, be excrescences raised by foreign rulers. Yet, with all this,
I am not opposed to a system of Titles and Honorary Distinctions, but we
shall find difficulties now to contend with that might some years ago have
been easily overcome.

4. Honors and offices are in their nature converfible and synony-
mous, and all honors ought originally to have duties or offices annexed to
them, and it was these duties, the Government of a coun(;ry, that gave
d!gmty originally to our Barls, and attending the King in his wars, that
8ave honor to the Knights ; the duties however have now passed away, bub
the honors survive in perhaps their full pristine glory, Wn.hout the doties
annexed to tham, the honors would soon have faded, and thenoe the proper
fo“‘“g upon which 6 base any honots we now give should be o annex duties -

0
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off to make them mere empty names : thus, if honors ake g
performed, some service should still be required, it might only
ake part in a pageant, but even that should he exacted as making
the status of the honored man,

5. On the other hand, unless penalties are attached to the usurpation
of these honors or titles by others, the title and honor will soon become
valueless, The visitations of the Harl Marshall or the Provincial Kings
were attended with much good in England in preserving honors even of
being an “ Esquire,” or “ Gentleman,” pure ; and much more will such be
required in, this country where, as we sge every native affects the -title of
Mr. and Esquire, and ignores that of Rao Sahib or Row Bahadoor, even if
he has a right to it.

6. The footing, then, upon which I would place the grant of Honors
and Distinctions is, that duties or offices should in all cases be annexed to
those bonors; that they should be most strictly guarded, and the usurpa-
tion of either the fitle, insignia, or office, should receive degrading punish-
ment ; and that when those who hold honors or distinctions are tried by a
Session Court, the Jury (suppposing the Draft Bill for Criminal Procedure
should pass) must be composed of persons of their own order, but they
should have no other exemption from the ordinary procedure of Law.

7. I think that titles should be given for social position, and in those
cases the receiver should be hound to entail a landed estate on the title,
and then, as well as whenever for distinguished actions land as well as honor
is bestowed, the title should be hereditary, but only %o long as the property
remains free and unencumbered to the heirs. On a titled family falling
into poverty, the same authority as has power to punish the improper use
of titles, should have power to declare the title extinct, and punish the
continued use of it as an usurpation.

8. On this footing, Titles and Honorary Distinctions might be conferred
upon all ranks of Natives, and for every species of service as well as for
social position ; and if the rules against the usurpation of the titles be
strietly enforced, we may hope fo raise an aristocracy (I wish we could
revive it) on this side of India,

9. The system will however hava much to contend with. In Bombay,
and the large towns and cities, from whatever cause it may have arisen, a
radical and levelling focling has sprang up, which makes people neglect the
common courbesies and respect due to those in superior rank or situation.
We never sce o Native in Bombay, however coarse and dirty his shoes may
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ome %\{ec ve prizes at school examinations, take them from the Governor's

S their shoes on, and not one in ten making a reverence ; and af
a large party at Parell last year,.the only Natives I saw without shoes were
the sons of the Nawab of Savanoor, then on a visit in Bombay, descendants
of the house of Timour, and an independant Chief in his own State. They
adhered to the old form of respect, which was ignored by all the far less
honorable men in Bombay. ¥

10. The other three points sul mitted to the ideration of Govern=
ment;

To define precisely the Titles which shall be given,
The rank and precedence which shall accompany those Titles, and
The forms of address which shall be observed,

are matters of detail, on which the Court cannot be expected to give any
opinion. Some information is contained in Mr. Loughnan's letter, which
shows, that on this side of India there was no classification of titles until
our Government introduced them in 1829. I do not think those titles
should be continued, they have not “ commended” themselves to the Natives;
‘the character of the new titles should be such that all the Natives might
apprehend their meaning, but still have something in them to mark that
they were derived from an Buropean source, but nothing will save any
titles or distinetions from neglect and scorn, unless the Buropean com-
munity unanimously agree to acknowledge and cordially to respect tbém‘
as we Yeceive and respect honors among ourselves.

(Signed)  W. E. FRERE.

Minute recorded by W. H, HaRrisox, Bsquire, Puisne Judge dated tho 22nd October 1859,

I concur that these letters should be laid before Government, and
that we should direct attention to the observations of Mr. Loughnan,
Mr. Erskine, and Mr. Forbes, on the subject referred for opivion and
Teport,

2. In my opinion, it is highly expedient that the practice of con-
femng Honomry Distinctions on the Natives of Indis, should be continued
and extended,

3. The present olasses of honorary titles might remain, and additional
Tanks should be founded, tobe conferred by the Viceroy md Governor
Genoral, and by the Sovereign. A
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e highest distinetions should be granted for such distingWs/ied
to such distinguished position as call forth the highest ninfks
Aavor in Europe, and they should represent a true Baronetage and
Peerage, with Oriental Titles, in correspondence with the English. The rank
conferred by each should be defined in connection with English, as well as
Indian precedence, and proper insignia to be worn on all State occasions should
be assigned.

5. Precedents already exist of a Baronet and a Military K:nig.]\t Com-
mander of the Bath erected by the Crown amongst the Natives of India,—the
first for high social position, and the latter for Military service as an ally of
the British Government. The Crown will now be looked to as the source of
the highest honors and distinctions by the Indian subjects of the British
Empire, and those emanating from other authority will be esteemed in propor-
tion only.

6. These highest distinctions should, I think, whenever it is necessary,
he accompanied by the grant of means for the support of the dignity. But I
should not recommend that the titles be made hereditary.

7. The honorary distinctions at present existing should be granted by
the local Governments, high personal merit being reckoned as the only quali-
fication, and not the aftainment of any particular rank or post in the public
service, save when such post is itself distinguished by any title, when, as a
matter of course, it would devolve on the holder. Distingnishing badges should
appertain to all honorary distinctions, and these should be of a distinctive

character.
(Signed) W. H. HARRISON.

Minnte recorded by R. KEAvs, Esquire, Puisne Judge, dated 28th October, 1850,
T replies we have received from the Zillah Judges on the subject of this
reference, should be laid hefore Government, and their attention particularly
directed to the replies of Messrs, Loughnan, Erskine, and Forbes, as containing
much useful information, and many valuable suggestions.

2. The general opinion as to the expediency of the proposed measure
seems to be that it is likely to be | of great advantage, and in this T
coneur. 1 think, however, that all it will be necessary to do at present in this
matter, is to create one extra title of a superior rank to ‘those already given by
us, This should be divided into two grades ; these wight be conferred on
those who pre-eminently distinguish themselves by services to the State, high
social position, or remarkable liberality, and for the benefit of the community,




leges, and the unauthorized assumption of any of them carefully pro-
tected by a legislative enactment, rendering such assumption penal.

3. In very particular cases, where circumstances require it, and where
the wealth of the grantee is sufficient to admit of a proper provision being
made to secure a becoming income being set aside or secured by entail, or
other means for the support of the title, or in such other eases in which Govern-
ment might deem fit to make a grant-in-aid for this purpose,
this,* the lighest Title might be made hereditary, but it
should be granted with a sparing hand, and should be the exception, and not
the.rule.

4. With reference to the Official Titles of Rao Bahadoor, Rao Sahib, and
Azum, I would so far enhance the value of them in cases where it was desired
to confer a reward for distinguished or meritorious services in particular instan-
ces, by granting permission to wear decorations and insignia of office.

* 8o in original.

5. T do not consider that any further change is at present necessary.
(Signed) R. KEAYS.

SUMMARY.

Acting Session Judge of Khandeish.—Mr. A, K. Forbes is entirely of
opinion that Honorary Distinctions are much desired by the Natives of I ndia,
and that it would be a highly politic step. to arrange their distribution on a sonnd
and regular plan. The British Government, he remarks, has hitherto falled
in inducing the Natives of this country to regard themselves as the fellow
subjects of Europeans, belonging to orie Empire, probably because the feeling
has not - been adequately reciprocated. Another European power, he says, has
been more successful in the matter. The Georgians and Circassians, without
losing their national characteristics, have been taught to feel that they are
the citizens of the great Russian Empire, and one at least of the means adopted
for the purpose , of bringing about that desirable result, ha§ been a distribution
of Tmperial Honors.

2. All Honorary Distinetions should, Mr. Forbes considers, be given in :
the name of Ifer Majesty, The Viceroy might confer the title, as the repre-
sentative of the Queen, and the Governors of Presidencies recommend persons
d(‘ﬂer\*ing of honors. Anything approaching to an application for honors
should be wholly discouraged, as he'should fear that a system for the bestowal
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Natives might be much degraded if precautions were Ifen
i isfinction be conferred spontaneously. In offering this refhark;
»’ﬂmwﬁb refer to an application to succeed to an hereditary mle, which would

be quite unobjectionable.

3. The highest titles, and especmlly those reserved for Princes and Chiefs

_of fendatory States should, in Mr. Forbess opinion, bear Her Majesty’s sign
manual, The sanctity of these should be strictly guarded, and imitations of
them carefully suppressed. Many of the titles which have been conferred on

. Hindoos by Mahomedan Governors will, he thinks, Ze violations of this rule.

4. Tt will also be necessary, he thinks, fo affix a distinct precedence to
each title, and to havea graduated scale of them. Thus, if the Titles of Rajah or
Nawob are still to be used, it should be declared that they are of equal dignity,
and that the parties rank according to the date of creation. Such Titles as
Khan Bahadoor and Rao Bahadoor should follow these as the next inferior
grade ; and if a distinction of hereditary and personal rank is to be made, which
in practice would probably be inevitable, these should be the titles which are to
be hereditary.

5. It might be desirable to revive the Titles of Shah, Shet, &c., as applied
to the mercantile classes, and other similar titles; but Mr. Forbes is rather
inclined to suggest that a civil order or orders should be created and conferred
as the reward of official and literary distinetion, and of acts of public spirit and
liberality.

6. A revision of the titles now given, would, le considers, be found
necessary, as in many cases they are far too stilted, some of them objectionable,
as interfering with old established dignities, and others as containing a religious
and mythologic allusion, which might easily be, and should be avbided.

7. Perhaps in all ¢ases a d ion should pany a title, whether,
says Mr. Forbes, such Oriental ensigns as the Kettle-deum and Palkee, or such
European badges as the ribhon and star. When the title is granted as a reward
of official or literary distinetion, or for good service, cases would probably
oceur in which substantial advantages should accompany it.

8. It would be necessary, he thinks, in some cases, to make titles heredi~
tary. It is entirely the Hindoo feeling and practice that they should be so,
and in the cases of landed proprietors of old family, and of other persons of
property, there would be no objection to hereditary honors being given.

9. Titles given for social position, he coneeives, should be of the heredi-
tary class ; titles given for good conduct or special service, either hereditary or
otherwise, according to circumstances, but more commonly only personal. If
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Peerage of Great Britain, which confers a seat in thel

“of/the Legislature, there is nothing, he believes, in the principle upon
er hereditary and personal distinctions are conferred in England which
is not equally applicable to British India,

10. Tt would probably be necessary in Mr. Forbes’ opinion to have at
least two orders. One very select, and the other available to be conferred
for more ordinary merits. In the former, the number of titles in each grade
should be limited ; in the latter, they. should be unlimited.

11.  All Patents of Dignity should, he considers, bear the signature either
of the Queen, in the cases above mentioned, or of her personal representative,
_ the Viceroy, or his Deputy in other cases. He does not think that the subor-
dinate Governments should continue to, exercise the power of conferring titles,
as the practice destroys the unity of the system of honors.

12, Having gone through all the questions mooted by the Government
of India, Mr. Forbes proceeds to notice one or two points, to which he thinkss
attention should be directed.

13, The relative precedence of English and Indian dignities, he observes,
should" be settled. A Native will not think much of the honors we confer
upon him if he find that we look down upon them ourselyes. The only means
of avoiding this is to give the honors of British India a distinet position with
reference to those which are worn among ourselves, It would have been very
desirable, as it appears to him, for this and other reasons, that some ordershould
have been instituted, in which benefits done to India and distinction wo¥i there-
in, whether by European or Native, might be recognised, and where those who
fight side by side in our wars, or labor together in our Civil Administration,
might meet on a common ground of Lonor.

14. It ulso appears desirable to M. Forhes that the courtesy titles which
are now granted to native officials in the Revenue and Judicial branches of
the service should be examined and revised in accordance with the titles of
honor which may be determined on. At present the highest of these titles
eem to be rather in advance of what is required, and he should suppose the
dignity of Khan Bahadoor or Reo Bahadoor would be found to be more than
eorresponding to that of Esquire, at which it is now fixed.

15. Finally, he would suggest that it will be necessary to the regular
and proper working asystem of Honorary Distinetions, that & College of Honors
for Britiel India be established at the Head Quarters of the Viceray, the
Masters sndMembers of which would devise and register all decorations, settle
il ‘questions of precedence, bear in person grants of Honord to Princes or
Other Personnges of sufficient importance, render professional assistance in tracing
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dent of Titles and property, and generally perform similar dufjes h
i¢h are performed by the College of Heralds in England, with
ieli they should be in commanication.

Session Judge of Poona.—From inquiries made by Mr. Loughnan,

he finds that under the Peishwa’s Government, as well as under that of Satara,
“ here was no title of whatever rank conferred as a rule on ‘persons to be
decorated. Titles were only rarely conferred, and the practice seems to have
Been to create for each occasion a new title.

9. As the proposed institution is intended to be confined to natives of

India, he presumes that the titles to be selected should be those which already
exist, or are understood in the country.

8. The orders which now exist being of an exclusively military eharacter,
he considersit to be very desirable to constitute an order for deserving Civil
Officers, which might perhaps be named after Her Majesty, and called the

« Order of “ Victoria.” The persons who already enjoy the official Titles of
Khan or Rao Bahadoor and Khan Saheb or Rao Saheb should, he thinks, be
included in the new order, which should, however, be divided into three classes,
two of these being composed of persons bearing the above titles, and a higher
class consisting of persons selected for special services, on whom the title’ of
Wishwas Rao Bahadoor, if Hindoos, and Saheb-i-man Bahadoor, if Maho-

medans, might be conferred.

4, A simple riband of searlet color might be the distinguishing badge of
¢he lowest class ; a medal, being the representation of the British Lion, that of
the second class; and a golden collar, adorned with representations of the
Regalia and bust of Her Majesty, for the first class. s

5. 'These distinctions should, in Mr. Loughnan’s opinion, be entirely
personal, and a certain number of associates only permitted in each elass ; the
number to be fixed according to the requirements of each Province. Of the
o fixed, a certain portion should be reserved for persons not in the
who may distinguish themselves by such zeal, industry,

number s
Government service,
and ability which tend to benofit soeiety in general.

6. He would also suggest the registry of all sunnuds conferring the Titles
of each elass of the order, and the value of the stamp to be supplied by the
cxndidate should be sufficient to cover the value of the ingignia.

7, It would tend very greatly, he considers, to render the Government
popular and beloved, were it found possible to confer hereditary titles and
assign estates to support those titles on men of eminent distinction, and whose
coniinet in times of emergency ‘entitles them to extraordinary rewards.
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itles of Raja and Nawab might be wnferred on such individual§,
wwéigned being entailed, and escheating to the Crown, on prove
or failure of issue male, while the style of address to them might
be the same as that now used in addressing their Highnesses Scindia, Holkar,
and the Guickwar, &c.

9. The tastes of the people appear to. Mr. Loughnan to have under-
gone so much change on the subject of equipage, and the pageantry of eourts
during the last 30 years, as to obyiate the necessity for defining any rules to re-

gulate these. Such matters may, he conceives, be left to the tastes and
; special idiosyneracies of the individuals on whom these prizes are hestowed.

The Session Judge of Tanina—On the general subject of titles and
rewards, Mr. C. J. Erskine makes the following observations :

1. From the questions circulated, it appears that the Government of
India is about to take a comprehensive and a liberal survey of the whole ques-
tion of Titles and Ranks—and, without running into the extreme opinions of
Mr. Bentham and others, on national rewards, it is obvious that the subject
8 one of immense extent. The people of this country are habitually inert, and
require more than other men to be stimulated artificially. There is little
public opinion, and consequently little public spirit among them. Official pro-
motions and distinetion constitute almost the only kind of eminence to which
they aspire—and they attach undoubtedly an extreme value to forms, dignities,
and personal position. It is only politic in the Government to take advantage
of these accidents in as far as that may legitimately be done. And if there
has i been a tendency to push these views to excess, and to confirm
defects of character by over indulgence, it is equally necessary ‘to avoid the
opposite extreme of a pedantic abstinence from such sources of influence and
power. Mr. Mill, in one of his books, has observed ¢ that the energies of
“mankind should be kept in employment by the struggle of riches” (and of
ranks) “as they were formerly by the struggle of war, until the better minds
“ succeed in educating the others into better things, is undoubtedly more
 desirable than that they should rust and stagnate—while minds are coarse,
“ they require coarse stimuli, and let them have them.” And, without allud-
ing to ambitions of a higher order—to that desire of a fair fame which works
I better minds—it is plain that the mere oriental {undngss for display, the |
wish o he visibly exalted above other men (a poor substitute for solf respeot
With tgo many in this country) finds its natural gratification in a race for
worldly distinctions, and is apt, if no such stimulus be applied, to' smoulder in
discontent, thiat may veadily be turned to disaffection. No feeling, of coursp,
M0t even a petty feeling, can be unimportant if it works on large massés of men,

2
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1 will be the opy 5 if it be not  claimed th ly

e done to enlist in the cause of order the stray passions which will

turn to intrigue, if they be not invited to work. Some higher careers, too

should be opened to natives of high character, and this, with as little delay as
possible.

2. Taking it for granted, then, that these wants are acknowledged and
are to be removed, may not a plan be adopted more comprehensive than that
indicated by the questions of the Supreme Government? May not the new
influence be brought to bear upon all classes without exception? There seems
to be no reason why it should not be applied to- the rank and file of Society,
as well as to the higher orders. It may be applied, for instance, to the popu-
lation of rural districts, in the form of rewards or simple decorations to be
awarded at public gatherings or fetes like those which haye nourished among
many European people, not only strength, activity, and generous tempers, but
also (as in Switzerland and in some parts of England) many other homely
virtues in the poor of both sexes (e.g. La Rosiere de Saleney), It may be
applied publiely, as no doubt it will be, to the young of all ranks (not excluding
the cultivating classes), as they are bronght under the discipline of schools, Tt
may be applied (as men have learned to apply it in Burope, and as local insti-
tutions in India would aid the local Gayernments in applying it) to those who
are lahoring by practice or study to improve the agricultural, mechanical, or
commercial industries of the country. It may be applied, and is to be applied
with the nsual forms and ceremonies, to professional stndents, and to those
who aspire to literary eminence. It may be applied, more directly by Govern-
ment, to all the public servants of the State (and measures for ﬂliS‘ purpose
were at one time under consideration). Finally, it may be applied, ns the
Supreme Goverpment now propose, to the higher class of citizens in all walks
of life in the form of titles and honorary privileges.

3. None of the minor kinds of public rewards just enumerated are
alluded to in the questions forwarded with your circular, and perhaps
therefore it is not expected that much should be said about them.
Yet they ave certainly not less important than mere titles of nobility, nor
less deserving of early attention. Any endeavour, indeed, to create a
quasi-aristocracy except as the highest order in an ascending gradation of
rank, intelligence, and virtue, must be an endeavour to fix the capital of
a pillar without Dase or shaft to support it. Such an attempt prcmmmre{y
made may engender positive abuses, For great personal influence in this
country (especially in rural districts) will, of course, owing fo the pre-
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of spirit and habit of submission among the)rydls

phee almost uncontrolled in its own sphere. The despotic

ich local influences, which there is nothing at hand to check in a
community where all men are on a level; in other words, the slight restraints
upon local oppression, seem to have struck M, de Jocqueville more than any
thing else in America, and of course in these provinces; where there is less
force of character and less publicity, the risk of abuse will be greater. It is
important, therefore, that any persons whom the Government may honor at the
outset, should be men whom it can trust with the exercise of great personal

~ authority. Nothing would more discredit the new system than repeated calls
for interference with those whom it ennobles. If military prowess were still
the chief requisite in a man of rank, it would be comparatively easy to select
men really superior in that respect, and really capable of exercising the proper
influence.  But it is less likely that a high minded, liberal, temperate nobility
will emerge from a lethargic and subservient people. While, therefore, steps
are taken with due care eyen now to select men for higher distinctions, the
greatest effort, I submit, should be directed towards the mass of the people
from whom, after all, the final selection must be made. That is the tree of
which the other will be the fruit; and the body with which the best member
will sympathise. There seems to e no reason why native society should
remain in its present state of prostration. To expeet that the entire popula-
tion will be speedily eleyated, that any one now living will see diffused through
many Indian tribes what Mr. Burke noted as the basis of national strength,
“an austere and masculine morality,” would of course be visionarys But
more zealous efforts may be made to lead the people in that direction.  This
apparently is the work to be attempted first of all, and on a_great sedle.
After that, other great works may be successful, but hardly before it.

4. Still the commencement of a scheme, like that now suggested, which
can only deyelop itself gradually, need not on this account be delayed.  The
first results will probably be of doubtful success, under any circumstances—and
it will be no disadvantage that the first experiment should be on a limited scale.
1t will be & great thing to ascertain by experience how the desive for honorable
distinetion can be made to work with the greatest power. That it is a great
Power; no one can doubt, who remembers what an amount of energy is often
exvited throughout a whole army by the prompt and public award of Honors.
The spirit escited may be dangerous : but theve is no doubt as to its motive
force, Neither does any thing in the nature of the case suggest that the
Stimulug will operate ouly on the warlike and not on the peaceful enprgies of
men. A cordial recognition of merit, for instance, in a public spirited physician,
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Y Q_n' fvho has executed (even as contractor) great public works, with
{regard to the welfare of his laborers (numbered perhaps™ by
S would strengthen the hands of the Government by drawing able
men to work in concert with it—and thus breaking to some extent the torpor
of the community to which they belong, and these effects at least will follow
even if the first recipients of favor be not-men of the most distinguished merit.
Favor indeed works chiefly as it is in excess of merit.

De
be made available, some principles appear to be self-evident,

“ 5. Turning in the next place to the nature of the rewards that should

6. In the first place, the rewards should be great rather than numerous.
' Tinis has perhaps not been sufficiently remembéred in India. Yet it is a mere
truism. Great rewards only will operate overa large surface. The energies
(for instance) of the crowds of young Englishmen who apply to the study of
law are aroused by histories of Chief Justices and Lords Chancellor, not of
country Court Judges. This no one denies—nor is it denied that great
rewards only will stimulate great talents. The hope of an ordinary prize stirs
only an ordinary ambition—yet what i the case in this country ? The public
establishments, hereditary and stipendiary, are enormous, both in respect to
numbers and expense. Nevertheless, there is not in the gift of the Bombay
Government a single office (usually open to natives) for which an enterprizing
and truly able man, to whom another career is open, would eare to make a great
exertion, Is it wonderful that there is a complete stagnation ? Is it not the
natural result of such a state of things ? And if a great improvement be
desired, must it not he freely paid for? Certainly, like other things worth
having, it will not be obtained without cost. Considerable prizes, eapable of
exeiting general emulation, can only be promoted by the exéfeise of considera-
ble liberality.

7. But what considerable prizes is it possible to provide 7 The common
incidents of an aristoeracy, of course, and those which give it lustre in other
countries,” are great territorial possessions, and high political status.
In regard to the former, it is unnecessary to say much, seeing that

" the Government on this side of India have no meaus of bestowing such posses-
sions except in the form of assignments on the best source of public revenue,
which it is not desirable to alienate, and which could be assigned only with
such large veservations of the rights of underholders as would lead fo frequent
interferences (legal and dirvect), caleulated to fret the quasi-landlords and to
impair the dignity of their position. If there be any Jageerdars, petty Rajahs,
o Nawabg in this Presidency, whose estates are unencumbered, and who are
able and willing to travel under proper superyision, and so practically to educate
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better dispositi than the phere of their o i

p, then a few such men, so trained, might form the best nuclous
obility.  For it is only r ble to supy that a | ice which
has been o useful not only to young men of rank in the Wcst, but to so many

from Turkey, Egypt, and even Persia, would not be without its effect on the
inhabitants of this country. Perhaps, howevyer, it is now too late for this ; and
no other estates that I know of, are at the disposal of the Government. Be-
yond the limits of our regulation territories, means may be found probably to
multiply estates of moderate size, and those I believe, if not too large for the
personal inspection of an active ;'uler, might be multiplied with great hopes of
adyantage. 3 3

8. As to political status, there is probably no intention of holding out
immediate hopes of that. I merely submit, therefore, that with due caution,
individuals might even now (from time to time) be selected, whose exaltation
would be a source of strength. The presence of a man of uprightness and
of practised business habits (like the late Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy in his
prime) could not but be an acquisition even in the Legislative Council. Such
men too are the best conservatives, and their co-operation would enable
Europeans to deal more confidently with questions in which native feelings are
concerned, It may be added, perhaps, with fiscal and financial questions. The
admission of one such pepson to power would not imply that another must be
named on his retirement or demise, unless a worthy and approved successor
were available. Neither would it imply that the person named must reside
continuously at Calcutta ; and again, in another branch of the public service
(still distinet from the ordinary executive), a person might be found even now,
whose presence as a Civil Judge in any Court of Appeal, wherein suits rela-
tive to natives are considered, would be of' considerable advantage. As, how-
ever, it may not be i led that these subj should be di d, 1 merely
add an expression of hope, that whatever be the nature of the rewards selected

for bestowal with titles, special privileges in the form of exemptions from
ordinary jurisdiction may not be of the number,

9. Since territorial possessions and political status are sparingly available,
what substantial advantage can be accorded ? It is not easy to answer the ques-
tion, especially as the grant of dignities (to all but professional men of emi )
sliould be accompanied with public employment of some kind, some practical

active occupation. In one of Sir Joln Maleolm’s works, there is a very forei-
ble and karnest appeal to this effect, which is especially important, as the
conclusion of one whose experience of the native character was so very wide,
The management of a great estate and participation, in the acts of a public
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of eourse the best discipline for members of a privileg

| there seems to be nothing better than high pensions to: be he
ition of serving when required on local or special commissions and
other public inquiries. An arrangement of this kind, if framed on a really
liberal scale, might be of use. And if the status and adyantages thus conferred,
and the dufies imposed, were regarded as a means of probation, whereby to test
the capacities of certain persons for higher responsibilities, then the impulse
of course would be more powerful. In this Presidency, especially, the presence
of [‘urs_eps, and even of a Hindoo race (not Brahmins) having little sympathy
with -the Hindoos of Northern and Eastern India, seems to point to these
districts as 2 fit theatre for such an experiment, Native gentlemen thus chosen
and remunerated, might be required to reside for some months at a time in
different districts, in order to ascertain the condition of the people, to report
upon it, to bring suffering to light, and encourage efforts towards improvement,
Tley might be useful in stimulating educational, municipal, and sanatory
reforms, and minor public works of utility.

10. It does not seem desivable that any attempt should be made to
establish an hereditary order at present. The necessity for providing occupa-
tion, and opening out a career to those first ennobled, and the difficulty of
doing this on any considerable scale, would alone be a sufficient objection to
such a proposal at present, s there isreason to fear that born nobles, if left
unemployed amid the temptations common to their order in the East; might ere
long be conspicuous only for what Lord Bacon terms “flags and pedigrees,” if
ot also for indolence and discontent. Moreover, a privileged class, in such an
extensive empite, would he apt, if hereditary, to increase too rapidly in
numbers unless new distinctions were aceorded with an unwise parsimony.

11, As to the Titles themselves, I have little to say. The three ranks
already in use will answer for the lower grade. In regard to the higher grade,
the Titles to be selected should not be antiquated relics of an obsolete past, nor
grotesque applications of inappropriate European Titles, but rather designations
ot unfamiliar to the people, and capable nevertheless of being used in a new
sense, with reference to the future.

It oceurs to me to add that one of the chief elements of yalue in
a publie distinetion is the promptitude with which it is awarded. And that a
large diseretion and authority should therefore be allowed to local Governors
and Rulers of Provinees. .

(Signed) C. J. ERSKINE,
Judge.
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is Excellency the Governor Genera of Indis, to the Right “Hou'ble the Secretary

of State for India, No. 27, dated Camp Meernt, the 24th Decemler, 1859,

In a Despatch, of the 8th ultimo, you refer to the difficulties
which beset the question of bestowing Honors and Distinetions upon
Native Princes and Chiefs, and you desire me to furnish you with my
opinion as to the best means of keeping alive the feeling  which

Native Princes entertain of the importance of Honors emanating
direetly from the Crown of Great Britain.

2. The stibject, which is a large one, has, as you will see by the
enclosed papers, been for some months under the consideration of the
Government of India, It embraces two very different kinds of
distinction and reward, that conferred by a Title, whether heredi-
tory or personal, and that conferred by an Order of Kuighthood
with its badges and insignia. I will state my views of each, with
such observations, as some of the various proposals made in these
papers appear to call for,

3. On the first head, the conferring of Titles, I am satisfied
that it will be the best policy to adhere closely to the precise Titles
already in use throughout India. I do not think that any suceess
would attend an attempt to invent new Titles, or twdify the
meaning and value of old ones. T should deprecate an
regulate them by any general rule for all India; for the same Titles
have a different value absolutely and relatively, in different parts of
the country, and some which are used in one part are not known in
another. In each Tocal Government or Proyinee, the designations and
tittles which have been nlmost-immcmérially in use should continue
to be recognized and conferred. These Titles should, I submit, be in
the disposal of the Queen’s Representative in India, T do not. thinl
that any-thing would be gained by making the grant of the Titles
of Maharajah and Nawab, or of any other' Hindoo or, Mahomedan
Titles referrible to the Crown ; and there would always be delay in
doing 50, and sometimes difficulty in conveying the full nierits of the
case referred.

4, ' All that is neecessary as regards Native Titles ' is, that
the Crown of England should be understood to assume to iteelf the

g

cayour to, |
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whether Mahomedan or Hindoo ; that this authority. should be,
exercised by the Crown’s Representative in India, asin fact it always
has been exercised by the Governor General; and that an official
roll of all the rightful holders® of Titles should be kept by the
Government of India. In short, thatas litlle change as possible be
~ made in the practicé which is already established, excepting in the
preservation of a more formal and authoritative record of Witles
detually recognized or granted than any which at present exists.

5. As'to making Titles hereditary, I deprecate doing this in
a country where the decadence of families is sudden and frequent;
and where inheritance by primogeniture is not established. They *
are already often made hereditary in practice; but they should not
be made so by rule and of right, unless in very exceptional cases.

6. I am equally opposed to attaching as a rule any land or grant
of money or allowance to the grant of a Title. Where a substantial
reward is due, it should be given, but not as the necessary accompani-
ment of a Title. The tendency in India to consider Honors as identical
with profit is already too strong, and needs no encouragement, :

7. 1 greatly hope that no intermixture of Hastern and Western
Titles wi place; that Knighthoods (unconnected with any
order) Baron®ages, Baronies, and other Titles which are adapted to
the laws, Government, and social condition of Endland, will not be
grafted into our Indian system, and that the English styles of * Sir”
and “ Lord” will not be prefixed to Indian names. To ¥ay nothing
of the incongruily of the conjunction, it is not our. true object to
denationalize India, and assuredly to ®reate a mew aristocracy, or
Titled class, under foreign designations would wear the appearance
" of desiring this. It will be a sounder course and more consonant,
1 belicve, with the feelings of the people at large, if the Crown of
England, as the paramount paswer, accepts and shows respect for
the Titles and designations which have for many centuries, and
under various dynasties, prevailed throngh TIndia, its representatives
to make manifest that these Titles shall lose nothing of their dignity
under the Crown’s direct rule, and that they will be worthily and
justly dispensed,



to hiave the .opinion of the Government of Bombay regarding the
Titles of Western India, before speaking definitively. Bub the rules
if’ any are necessary, should be as few as possible; and as observed by
the Governor of Madras, we should take care not to over-systematize.
1 also concur in Sir Charles Trevelyan’s suggestion that it is proper

that all Titles should be given with the previous sanction of the |

Governor General. I donob consider that this is requiredas a check
upon the Governments of Madras or Bombay, whose recommen-
dations would probably be accepted in all cases; but because it is
desirable that all upon whom Titles are conferred should derive them
from the same common source, and that that source should be as near
to the fountain of all Honor as can be conveniently provided. In
this view it will be right that the Titles should be sanctioned by the
Queen’s Representative.

9. I will now speak of the second kind of honorary reward
that which is conferred by an Order of Knighthood with its badges
and insignia. I know no way in which the feeling of the Native
Princes of India in regard to the value of Honors emanating from the
Crown could be so surely kept alive as through the institution by the
Crown of a high order of Chivalry, of which Her Majesty should he
the Sovereign. I venture to think that the est” ment by the
Quoen of such an order would be an act of wise policy, as well as of
Royal Grace,) and that the fitting time for it has arrived. But Tam
Very strongly of opinion that, in order to give to such an institution
its full good effect; it is indispensable that it should include within
certain  proportions and restrictions Bitish-born subjects of Her
Majesty, as well as the Nalive Chiefs of India. Inded I should
hesitate to recommex{d the creation of any ordér for the latter
oxelusively. T believe that it would be far less estecmed by them,
than one in which distinguished Englishmen should be admitted to
share, and {hat the feeling that it was not’seen or known out of
India, would greatly diminish its value in their eyes. T doubt
whether it would be possible to convince them that a distinction
thus limited to themselyes was not held cheap by their Bnglish
fellow subjects,

L

."
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I am confirmed in this opi'l;ion by much that

éard within the last few months, Tt is not many days since

and loyal Native Princes told me; that Chief had said to him that
what he (the Chief); desired above all rewards was, that the Queen
should confer upon him such an Order as Her Majesty would confer
upon one of Her own servants, I believe that this feeling is almost
universal amongst the natives of high rank, and that they would
lock coldly upon any Honor which should be assigned solely to Natives
of India, however great in rank or power, those selected for it might
be. I think it very forfunate that such a feeling exists, and I
earnestly recommend that encouragement he shown to it,

11. This would be effected by the institution of a high Order
of Knighthood, of a single class, limited in number, and that number
divided according to a fixed rule, between English and Indian
gubjects, or feudatories of the Queen, who by good and loyal service
rendered to the British Empire in India had deserved well of the
Crown.

I think that a proper and convenient number of Indian Mem- |

bers of the Order would be twelve or fifteen, and that the num-|
ber of English Members should not be limited to less than
twelve. I swguld advise that not more than one-third of the
whole numbérof English Members should be serving the Crown
in India at any one time. A rule of this nature*would be necessary to
guard against a filling up of the whole number at once, the result
of which would be that in a few years, owing to the conditions of
Indian service, all would have left India, and there would be no
English representatives of the Order im this country until vacancies
by death ocourred amongst those who had carried home their Honors,
This is to be avoided, for it will certainly be desirable that so far as
can be provided, the Native Chiefs who receive the Honor should have
always before their eyes the fact that high English funclionaries of
the Crown are distinguished by the same Honor.

12, It should he established either by rule or practice, that
only persons in the highest ranks of the Queen’s gervice in India
should be eligible to the Order,

Officer in the familiar confidence of one of the most powerful
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hiefs and Natives of very high position; there will still
he wanfing the means of rewarding Natives of less eminent rank,
but often of great public merit, such as minor Rajahs, influential
and wealthy land-owners, and other proprietors, our own Native
Civil Officers, and the Ministers and Officers of Native Govern-
mentg,

I am of opinion that this will best be done by the institution
of a separate Order of more general scope. But I recommend that
this Order be not made a branch or second olass of the higher Order,
and that it be not instituted at the same time, nor until the higher
Order is well established befort the country, The value of the
higher Order in the estimation of the Princes and Chiefs would be
diminished by attaching to it one or more lower ranks consisting of
many members ; and the effect upon the public at large of creating
at one stroke a variety of orders and decorations would probably be
an impression that the Crown of England awards these Honorary
Distinctions easily and cheaply. Such an impression once made
Would not soon be removed ; and therefore, although i is to be regret-

. ted that there should Le delay in providing the means of rewarding.

persons of those classes to which the secondary and more gemeral
Order would be open, T think that the evil of this will be much less
than that of detracting from the importance of the first great Order
of Chivalry instituted by the Queen in India. It is to be remembered
oo that, so far as concerns services rendered during the rebellion,
there has mot been any difficulty in rewarding already in some other
way iost of those who would come within the range of the
secondary Order,

14, When the time shall arrive for establishing this Order,
I think it will be found advisable to divide it into at least two grades
to limit the numbers of each, and to make it open to English as well
as to Indian subjects of IHer Majesty. I do mot think that any money
allowance (a8 in the case of the Tiegion of Honor in France, and of
¥ the Military Order of British Tndia) should be atiached to it.

(Signed) CANNINGy

21025

[



PRINTED BY
VREDERICE FRANCK WYMAYN, CALCUTTA,

HOME SECRETARIAT,




