











'I‘ o tlmbe of the Bengal delegates who havei" :
‘ stud:ed if not critically at least carefully, the

| «vanous aspects of the system of Vemaculark e
‘and Primary aducanon in vague in Bengal .

. proper; and who are painfully aware of their :
 effects on the social, political and. rehgzmis”

condition of the Mussalmans, I think, I owe
“no apology for my appearance on this occa-
‘sion to move. the resolution that has been set

down against my name in the programme of
to-day. I think, however, I owe a word of

apology to those of my bmther delegates
who come from parts and provinces other than
‘Benaal 1t is for the:m, I beheve, 1 have to
explain at length the various aspects of the
_ present system of education rmparted through
 the medium of that class of institutions which
~ go by the name of the Primary and Vernacular
~ schools in this country. For I feel f:onhdent




‘,~"‘sad. stern and undeniable, apart fmm ,th” \
_ embellishment of language -~can commang o
_any attention, I trust I may not only be accord-

L e me hope, the encouragement touithae 1

‘have succeeded in making out a case whwhﬂ
. might, not undeservedly, attract the earnest
~ attention, not only of those who are deepr‘

o nature of my subject will permit my bemg

=

i, scheme of reform or 1mprovement; ]
¥ houghlt may be of the forcef-' of: ﬁelf hel-

ation for sPeakmg to a resdlutxon 1 ¢  ‘
nd ifa bare and simple narratwn of facts

ed the privilege of an indulgent hearmg. but, ‘

mterested in the cause of Mahommedan .e

assure you, gentlemen. I shali be as brle as

In order to appraise aright the present
system of educatlon I think we would be




all mtanta ahd‘ purposes, the Couf t lan
1 only second to, Enghsh A hose are. matt
of hastory : b

' To come to the S}stem of educ:atmn,

o there ane four grades of schools by which
 education is imparted through the medium of
 the vernacular BRengalee; they are 0
- Lower Primary, (2) Upper Primary, (3) Middle

‘Vemacular and (4) Normal Standards or  '

Training s&hoo}s for teachers, The first three '

~classes of schools are mostly met with in the =

 interior of the country, whereas the Normal'

_schools - are all situated in the 1mportant\

districts and towns. Any one who has travelled
" in the interior of the Mofussil districts must
 have been, I believe, struck with the peculiar
feature of the situation of the schools. They
~ are, as a rule, situated in the purely Hindu
_villages or centres of Hindu population.




i ‘sulas depend on the exertmn of thé‘ Im,p
staff of the Education Dep&rtment. .

| if not for anythmg else, they consxder it

i lmcalmes. ‘There they mix freel) :
their co-religionists and explam to them

s mang‘ﬂindus is cons
u-:: tmson 1s nat far* tq seek_

the earliest times of the constitution of =
Educatmn Department till even now, the men.
who solely and practically guided and con-

‘ "Vtmlled the educational interests of the. people '

have been almost all. Hindo ; and as such W

: ‘thefu' manner*:, their customs. and their mhgmﬁ:‘ :
e not allow them, when on tour, to pas a L
 night o take a meal in the house of a

Mussalman For their perwnak c:o;n,gm;tsi“\“‘;.]

'ccnvement ta estabhsh schaols

the blessings of education which the. hemgn'y ‘
Government of the country has provided for

its dumb millions. Thus the Mussalmans

and their interests come to be ‘thrown entirely




: em: mng, fmm one% cmss af peop.e m‘r

‘, it the introdn
A spmmd ‘f"ivemactﬂarhedmmmn i g
| and primary education: in' particular,. b

| cwand? B

Moslem. Chronwla and by that. veteran e.du'af_

‘tmmst, Dro Mart
of his life i

of the close of

0 murmg in all th@ Mofus,e;tl dis- “
 triets of Bengal. Dr. Martin, on the eve
his long career; d:sm:wered{c» o

; the mischief ofthe S»Yutﬁm,wﬂnﬁ} appmached the
Government to  remedy it. Thanks ?0: S

_the Government, it gmmptly replied. by
‘xssumg some crrculars whwh g regvety havey

like many other wau-mtemmned cirenlars
aﬁ’entmag the interests of the Mussalamans,“;' L

‘ kb-"been«vhanoumd in th@ breach. Unhappﬂy,f




. mﬁ‘erm, A Campbe)l
t"t* and of Hxs Honour

' gwes great convemence and camfort to

. spectors-—the appointment of Hindu teachers o

in the schools under them gives them greater ‘
convenience and greater comfort, : G
It may be remembered that the Mahom.f :
‘medanb form about one- t:lnrd of the. ’cotals"

‘ Hinda Inspectmg Pandlts, Hlndu Subf-f,
Inspectqrs of schools and Hmdu Deputy In-

 number of pupils attending these schools,
Books on Hlstory and therarure, taught{:"‘

. in them, contain subject-matter mostly =
_drawn frora Hindu Scripture, Hmdu Mytho-

| :logy and Hindu traditions. B rom the moment
‘the Muasalman child in these s uchoolshsps out
‘hxs alphabet from the moment he sets his
foot on the threshold of a pnmary pathsala
from that moment his simple and impression-
‘able mind begins to hear of nothing but of




o he,domg@ and\darxdhqﬂs of ﬂ.&.dm, g0 ds
Ll f‘vi‘md goddessw, or the amonrs of thmr deities,
 AsaMussalimian boy advances from class to

_ class, from lower grades, of schools to those of
thgher grade%, he cannot but, snlently butj,’f

) surely, get. mgramed ‘into his 1mpress1ve i

' nature the association of xdeas, customs and

"‘manners, which cling round the charactets e

.“,has to read in his text-books. The pnhsh-;

he receives from schaol the sentiments ‘which
“he finds appmved and admlred, in fine all

that he leams to apprecxate ‘through affec-

tion and fellow-feelmg, ‘ot in other words
all those first impulses which form pawerful‘
factors in the formation of character, : all are
non-Moslem, He must read and reclte;

 Ramayan and Mahabharat before he canclaim

1o have finished his education in Bengalee
literature. He must drink deep of the works of
Nobm("}mndra and Bankim Chandra—authors
who delight in syqtematlcally satmsmg and
 traducing the Mussalmans, by most atrocious |
 misrepresentations and most libellous attacks



idels as a good act and mr“,,yz;as
fmxr wxvas at a tlme.‘:“””

”J]own rehgxorx He is t*eqmred fb store hw‘wﬂj
'memory~ w;th dﬂgmfas and dactrm"’]

ves of‘ the grmt and gcod men of I*s!a;

; ,""hear of the vxrtuous deeds 0f its wmfhn'

L heteas g
o jNot; cml'y is it lmpassxble for }um /

.Wﬁre Suﬂlﬁ in dark lgnorance and aupetsmmm "










arti L ‘they ham‘ ‘
d, e_coum& o the page esf romance, which,
say the, least, wcmld\hardl , be ment yxxed‘ h
ﬂ;ssarmusly c.xwd )r _,ny v







reverencc for | everythmg of Hmdu, On tban:ﬁ

“,‘ymuh becomes saturated with respm: and i

V‘nother, thouah a born Mussalman. he not ‘MIY{V i

"f,grows in ‘total lgnmance of Islam, ns“pasf

e hssxory its civilisation and its elevatmgv .

ﬂﬂuem.e, but ha is brought up with associas

 tions and env:fonments of the class-room and 0

the playgmund whnch both consenousiy and
“unconscmusly, teach hlm ‘but one thmg»—-—the ;
hatred for his anceswrs and the hatred for his.
L eRliRlion ) R 0 R

; Consider for a moment the effec‘rs of such af
| ““‘system of training on the young man who has
to round ofl his educatxon by his brief but

1mpressxve period of tutelage under these Hindu
. gwrus, . 1f I could take a gﬁneral view of the

stansncs of the past K, years or so, I would




" delegates. | My friends from the Punjab, the

i rare, where these il educmad Mahmm‘meda‘m‘f i L

‘ ,lmatmns. pm_yudm&s and predﬁemww@. “?‘ ‘
perhap@, the outward veneer of 'wtxgwm Bl
 sits but Joosely ‘on ‘him. 1 think 1. will be

. borne out ja what | say by most of the Bengal

. North-West’ Provinkesand other parts of Indm" i
Cwill be surprised to: l&am that instances are not
i youtbs, asa consvsquenw of the system of perni:
~ cious training, are known to have forsakﬂn thei
 religion,and to have adopted what is described
. as the eclectic faith of the modern Hindus,
_mean Brahmoisn. ‘These occurrences are um:
happﬂy ‘met with m the Dnsmcts of Ranglmr. |
~ Jalpaiguri, Rajshahi, and Mymenmngh of pre-
«cisely in places where the study of  Persi j
Urdu, by the force of circumstances, or as the m-“_
direct result of a scheme of education which
_answers the ne.qu;remenmaf the Hindu Coms




B n cdmaewe h‘ow
L growsf‘ i i tl‘ﬂ or nominal reii-
*‘_gmus training which the Mahommedan parent

can make it pos«nbla or convenient to give to his

~ children, before they are sent to the patkm!a&, |
‘is utterly madequate to the counteractmg dena-

tionalising process of the influence of the patkm# L

las and of long hours in the class-rooms. L
. The Mahommedan youth, while in the schml,‘ o
living under the eye of bis guru, receiving his
youthful impressions from him, drawing: his in-
spzratmn of character and ethics from the text-

books placed in his hands, commingling with his k

Hmdu play-mates, talking over their books
~ and  their lessons, goaded on by his teachers

' to learn his own lessons well, has the namral i

ambition to keep pace with his H indu mmpeers:
and to pass his examination, . He has, actually,
. no time to receive any religious ;rammg what-

. ever, The natural spirit of emulahon comes
in and absorbs his time, his attention and his

Hanergy wholly and entirely in secular. smdzes‘
The inevitable result is that the MuSqalman,
~ boy has to unlearn what little, if ever anything,

~ he learnt of tie rudiments of his faith. '



'l‘qume bc,fore you can furm a parc
‘\«whmb one could safeiy place

at i;emi those patksalaa I w;sh Icoul‘d‘
m yau the full force of th& l""

"”r‘rhannel af tramlatmn to place bef‘_ m.e you. as“ '
best as I can, Some 1dea of i it ‘ Pyl




raup: "j__,huw many Aspau ia
daumd’ wn;h‘ from Whe, )

'Heﬂ dcms n@c kndw whq werif

Bakaf H‘mrat Omar, Hazrat

h;c:mnure
He is never»f

read the h;s«;,]“

o ‘(E)mrﬁéyad dynastaes that mled the dea:xmes‘:

il Mahcmmedan empnres; for seven centuries.




ege;nerated our nammml crhm*_cter. If o:m..s{ ‘
/ ‘take the trouble to !aok mto the admtmstmtwn“




. we shall repem. In fact repentance has already

ame. pmmcm ‘as som-a‘of
taadard Hindu amhors, o

h ‘ lf we neglect now to take
part in ‘the 1mpmvemem of Bengali literature,
' with subje(:t»matt@r drawn from Mahom‘"adcmi‘f ,

scriptures, tradnmns history and literatufe,«”""

Cbtgun. It s hard to realise the baveful in-
 fuence exercised on the minds of the young
Musaalman boys attendmg Vemacular schoo]‘s,a‘”k“
by the htf.rature whxch on the one hand,’~‘




o ;aﬂ'AmSL al; ' and any Hmdu authﬂf*s or writers, o




'mwwg*emem and patmnage of the Gov-" "
‘ernment, 1 know not of one standam ‘Hindu







hsmce, appmved by tha y am..bmk Com mutee,““‘f o




who maﬂie manv aetempm o gm‘thmr bﬁaks'




“Wrm‘ngs whxch arei‘«]‘
in the young Mussal-
a ‘} feeimg of hatred agamst his past




attaek the-m, but'}to show the eV:ls
present system of selectlon of T'x

But this s
We dao no

sure, assume an mmncal att ude o
Gentlemen I have taken mnch of your nme. e
My excuse is that the sub,ect is very:mpcrzant




von :ftravelled

_;purely htemry characzer. Those who have
_in the Mofussil villages of Beng«a!

. must have observed that a large M ahommedan
population i s engaged in agriculture. If Indiais
A caumry‘”f agriculture, Bengal is pre-emi-
nently‘ s0. * The bulk of the agricultural popu-
lation is Mahommedan ; they are altogether
“ignorant. They do not know how to use and -

husband what they earn with the sweat of the. |

 brow However sohmtous the Government be o
to protect them from the clutches of the village

o 'Shy]ocks, the rack-—rentmg Zemmdars, and their e

_equally rapacious Amlaa or the corrupt Polite :

_ powerless they will remain so long as ignorance

| reigns over these poor dumb creatures, They
Hmuat be taught first to help thémse!ves, before
¥ outsnde help canbemade to reachor beneﬁt them.



pbpular amonn the class for tene
This is my personal jb‘ mf mxd i am amﬁ m«du

»Iuspectmg mﬁiaers
partmewt‘ The pmsent







argﬁ On thﬁ poar:‘\ i‘ .‘
‘ s | Parents ﬁnd_{ tha‘ j;ﬂaf;@r

it ‘;'and‘hmw hayearns‘hxs lxvehhdod‘by mrsguxdmg .
i aﬁd _heatmg them. e e



































































































































































‘ “pﬁlaées”z'
after “palac

rm{ “ﬁﬁwma" |
e “aifere”
i “t‘cawmﬁgﬂ» “

e "“Urlyaﬁ" e

i ‘”‘ it

a&er “Mussalmah ‘
1""“%" » : w0 Cherd?
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