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FE French detachment, which marched under the command oh/ s 758, -
| Saubinet, again{’cTrinomalce, were refifted with bravery by the m i @‘

' fury put 500

" Jellidar appointed by.Rangarow of "I'hiagar, who ftood three affaults,
in the laft of which the French ftormed the pagoda, and with much

men to the fword. ‘This conqueft was gained on the |

tachment under the command of the Chevalier de Crillon ‘marched -

againft Trivatore, where Murzafabeg, with 300 horfe of his own, Al
joined by as many belonging to the N abob, from Arcot, and a Body f

of Sepoys, met the enemy in the field, and were foon defeated and dif-

pe’rfcd s 1 ¢o

nfequence of which Trivatore was re-taken without

farther refiftancé. In the mean time Mr. Lally himfelf, with an
efcort of horfe, vifited Alampatva, Gingee, Carangoly, Chitt’nget,‘
and feveral minor pofts, and then came to Vandiwath, where all the ‘
detachiments had affembled from their different expeditions. Here he o

vas joined by

M. Bufly, who, leaving the troops which he had brought

" 1 the northward to the conduét of Moracin at Nelore, had paffed

'f?d‘ﬁ\ hence with his private retinue, under the fafeguard of a pafl- (R "‘."F
pott granied by the prefidency of Madrafs. From Vandiwafh Mr. i

Lally detached the Count D'Eftaigne with a part of the army to re-
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1oth of September, and on the 16th Mr. Soupire appeared with a 1‘
large divifion of the army before Carangoly, which Murzafabeg not

 thinking tenable had left with a few troops fo reift flight af~ o
faults, and returned with' the reft to defend Trivatore. Carangoly” Q
fubmitted on the firft fummons, and at the fame tirhe anotz:r de- '
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duce the, fort jof Arget, to whom Timery furrendered in the way
without refiftance ; and before he arrived at Arcot, Rajahfaheb had
fuccédegd. :9 a neg'o;ianidn with the Nabob’s kellidar to deliver up the =
fort on an infignificant capitulation. Mr. Lally, thinking that the tak-
ing pofleflion of the citadel of the capital would magnify his reputa-
tion in the province, refolved to receive the furrender in perfon, and
made his entry into the fort on the 4th of O&ober, under the dif-
“icharge of all the cannon ; and difpatched orders to Pondicherry
and the other French garrifons to proclaim the acquifition with the

- fame oftentation. ‘) . :
The prefidency of Madrafs {aw in thefe operations nothing but
what they expefted would have happened immediately after the fall of
Fort St. David; and the prefervation of Chinglapet, if in their power,
gave them more follicitude, than the abandoning of all' the other
forts together, which the inferiority of their force had left them no
means of preferving. At the requeft of the renter of Chinglapet, they
had fent two companies of Sepoys to guard this fort, whilft his own
men with arms were employed in proteGting the harvefts, and the
fame number of Sepoys were fent at the fame time to garrifon
Conjeveram. Towards the end of Auguft a licutenant was ap-
pointed to command thofe in Chinglapet, and carried with him ano-
ther company. = On the 14th of September arrived the Company’s
thip Pitt, of go guns: fhe failed from England on the 6th of March
together with fix ‘others, under-the convoy of the Grafton of jo,
and the Sunderland of 6o guns, coming to reinforce Mr. Pocock’s
{quadron : on board of thefe (hips were embarked goo men of the king’s
traops, cmbodied jn a regiment under the command of lieutenant colo-
uel Draper, who, with major Brereton, and 100 of the regiment, arrived
and landed from on board the Pitt, but 50 had died.on the paflage of a
contagion, then called the Breft fever, which had paffed during the war
from the French marite into many Englith fhips. The troops which
came in the Pitt, and the expe@ation that the other fhips with the
refl would arrive before the change of the monfoon, encouraged
the Prefidency to fend four companics more of Sepoys to Ching-
tapet » this reinforcement {tapped the march of a confiderable de-
! e ' tachment,
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tachment, which had fet out on the 19th from Carangoly to attack

Chinglapet, whete, immediately after, argived. the two companies of
Sepoys from Conjeveram, vetreating as™oon as T'rivatore was re-
duced. The garrifon, now confifting of nine companies, was deemed
almoft fufficient to ‘maintain the fort, ‘until relieved from ‘Madrafs 5
and captain Richard Smith was appointed to take the cammand, and
with him were fent two commiffioned officers, a ferjeant, a cor=
poral, and 12 Eurcpean gunncrs, and two field-pieces ;. fo that the
whplg number of Europeans, including the ferjeants of thie Sepoys,
were thirty chofen men, and captain Smith was ordered to defend
the fort at all events and extremities. On the 25th, the fquadi—on
commanded by Mr. Pococke anchored in the road, having esecuted
a fecret commiffion which had detained him all this while to the
fouthward, and had given tife to a variety of erroneous reports and
conjectures. The prefidency on the 25th of Aunguft had finally re-

{olved to recall Major Calliaud from Tritchinopoly, with all the -
European {oldiers and Coffrees in the garrifon, excepting fuch as

were in the fervice of the artillery, or annexed to the Sgroys. Cal-

liaud, juft as he was ready to march, received inteiligence on the

sth of September, that a very largs fleet of Englith (hips were arrived

at Anjengo there; which, altheugh doubtful, required him to {ufpend ”
his departure until more certain advices, which he received on the .
1 5th and the next day began his march, with 180 Europeans and §o
Coffrees, leaving, according fo his inftruétions, the command &f, the -

arrifon, in which sere now included the 2000 Sepoys brought by
Mabhomed Iffoof from Tinivelly, o captain- Jofeph Smith. The
detachment marching through the Tanjore country met every kind
of afliftance in their way, and on the 23d embarked from Nega-
patam on board the fquadron, which arrued two days after at Madrafs.
This reinforcement increafed the means of protefting Chinglapet 3
and four more field-pleces, with a complement of Lafcars to werk
them, were fent thither on the 2d of O&aber.

Mr. Lally at length faw the importance of this place, which, 20
days before, he might have taken by efcaladedn open day, and refolved.
w0 march againft it with his whole force as foon as he had fettled fome
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P arrangemants in ;h;ﬁ govermment of Arcot, and the adjacent countries, -
In the mean tisie his communication with Chinglapet was opened (o} TR
the pofieffion: of Céyrepa and Conjeveram, which his detachments

" found evacuated. But his late:acquifitions had not hitherto reimburted-
the expences of the fieldy nor eftablithed his credit to borrow : o
that his treafury could barely fupply. the pay of the foldiers, and
could not provide the other-means of putting the army in motion,

~and all that the government of Pondicherry. could immediately fur-
nith was 10,000 rupees : pretending therefore much indignation at
this difappointment, he diftributed the troops into various canton—
'me.ms,‘ and returned himfelf, accompanied by M. Bufly, to Pondi-
cherry, where as ufual he imputed the failure of &13 intentions againft
Chinglapet to the mifmanagements of the Company’s adminiftration. .
Notwithftanding his deep animofity to Mr. Bufly, refpett to the dif-
tinguithed character of this officer confitied Mr. Lally to the obfer-
vanices of public eivility 5 which impofed on no one, as. he had fll
more publickly exprefled his real opinions. The rank which Mr,.
Bafly held ot this time was only that of licutenant colonel ;- and.
befides Mr. Soupire, who was a major general, fix of the officers are-
rived from France were colonels, who of courfe muft command’
him on all fervices when ating together. The colonels, fenfible
of the advantages which might be derived from his abilities, and his
experience and repufation in the country, and how much the op=

' portunities would be precluded by the prefent inferiority of his.
raik, figned a declaration, requefting on thefe confiderations that
be might be appointed a1 Brigadier General, in fuperfeflion to them-
felves, which would place him next in command to Mr. Soupire.
Ther public zeal which dictated this requeft, conferred as much
honour on thofe who made, it, as their teftimony on Mr. Buffy.
Their names, highly worthy of record on this occafion, were moftly
of antient and neble defcent ; D'Eftaign, de Landivifiau, de la. Faire,
Bretucil, Verdiere, and Crillon. Mr. Lally could make no chjection,,
but with his uftial afperity imputed the compliment to the influence
of Mr. Bufly’s money; inftead of bis reputation, %
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The approach of the frormy monfoon warned the Englith. fquadmn.°

.to quit the coaft; and Mr. Pococke, as on all other oceafions of con- "
‘fequence, confulted the prefidency on the fecurity of Madrafs dur-
ing his abfence. ‘They were of opinion that the enemy, if at all,
would not attack the town before the rains had ceafed, swhich gene-
rally happens about the end of November, and had no doubt of de-
fending it until reinforcements thould arrive, or the {quadron return..
But as the latenefs of the feafon might deter the fhips expeéted from
England from venturing on the coaft until the month of January,
they requefted Mr. Pococke to lend the marines of the fquadron, with
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. which he coraplied without hefitation. One hundred men were

_landed, and on cne 1rth the {quadron weighed anchor and failed
for Bombay.

- Mr, Moracin, having purpofely waited at Nelore until the end
of September, then began his march with the detachment left to his.
care by Mr. Bufly, and was accompanied by Nazeabulla with the
troops of his government : proceeding through the woods and moun-
tains of Bangar Yatcham Naigue, they  arrived at the pagoda of
© "Pripetty on the sth of O&ober, the day on which ths' great annual

feaft began 5 which lafts 25 days. They were herejoined by Abduls -

wahab Cawn, with his troops from Chandergherry : they gave no.
difturbance to the pilgrims, but fommoned the renter to difmifs his

guards and deliver up the avenues, who, not having a force fufficient

to make any effeCtual oppofition, made propofals to rent the reve-
nue of this, and the enfuing feafts, from the French, on the {fame

" germs as he had hitherto held them from the Englith goverment,

- and tendered a fum in hand, which Moracin accepted, and confirmed
him in the employment. Then leaving a part of his detachment to
ward this valuable acquifition, he prov-eded on the ¥6th with the
reft, and the troops of Nazeabulla to Arcot through the country of
Bomrauze, who, inftead of oppofing their pailage, paid them a vifit.
But Abdulwahab, much offended that the management of the pagor-
da, which had fo long been the obje@ of his withes, was not granted

to himfelf, retired with his troops to Chandesgherry. Nazeabulla

% and
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and Moracin arrived at,Arcot on the 12th, ‘and leaving their tr00p¢
these rwent on ‘to attend Mr. Lally at Pondicherry.

The defiftance of Mr. Lally from marching again{t Chinglapet '
after the reduction of Arcot, gave the prefidency of Madrafs encou-
ragement and opportunity to ftrengthen that place more effeGtually.
" The partizan Murzafabeg, having fince the French fucceffes no
employment for the troops he had levied, had brought the beft of
them, 70 horfe and 200 Sepoys, to Chinglapet, where they were
taken into the company’s pay ; and on the 3oth of O&ober it was
determined to eucreafe the garrifon to roo Europeans, and rzoo
Sepoys, to fend feveral pieces of battering cannon, tb l&y-in three
months provifions, and to repair the works, #% the fame time
Captain Smith was recalled to Madrafs, to ferve in his. former em-
ployment of aid de camp to Colonel Lawrence, and captain Prefton
was fent to take the command of Chinglapet, which illnefs had
obliged him to quit. Before his arrival captain R. Smith had de-
tached Murzafabeg on the 29th, with four companies of Sepoys
and forae of the horfe, to diflodge a party of the enemy’s Sepoys,
who ‘had taken poft in the village of Polipore, fituated about
two miles from the other fide of the Paliar; Murzafabeg attacked
them at day-break, killed and wounded 20, difperfed the reft, and ga-
thered 60of their mufkets, which they bad throwndown in theirflight.

The arrival of a veflel at Pondicherry on the 18th, from Mau-
ritius, which brought treafure, together with 100,000 rupees,
brought by Mr. Moraciti from Tripetti, enabled Mr. Lally to put
the French troops into motion again : and, as the {ymptoms of
the rainy feafon hung back even at the end of the month, parties
began to aflfemble at Carangoly, Salawauk, and Conjeveram, and Mr.
Lally himfelf caime from Pondicherry to Vandiwath. On the 2d
of November 250 Europsans, 100 treopers, with fome black horfe
and Sepoys, marched from Salawauk, and took poft again at Poli-
pore, wlhere they were joined on the sth by 400 more Buropeans,
with fiveral pieces of battering cannon, and a mortar ¢ intelligence
of iwliieh came to Madrafs the next day, a few hours after the
lafk convoy of fupplies had fet out for Chinglapet; and as the

main-
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maintenance of this place depended on the arrival of thefe fup- f'7‘3a.
plies, it was refolved that 1200 Europeans and 1800 Senoys, bysfar I:Iovémber
the great:ft part of the garrifon of Madrafs, thould immediately take | T
the field to cover them’; of which one half, under the command of
lieutenant colonel Draper, were to advance as far as Yendalore,
within 10 miles of Chinglapet ; whilft the other, with colonel Law-
rence, were to halt at St. Thomas's mount, ready to fupport Dra-
per’s divifion : they marched on the 7th in the morning; and the
news ftopped the French troops at Polipore from crofling the river,
and the march of a detachment advancing from Conjeveram under the
-command of Sau binet, both intending tointercept the convoy ; which
got fafe into Ching.ap:ton the.evening of the ninth. Colonel Draper
continued at Vendalore until the 11th, when he received fome in-
telligence of the approach of the whole of the enemy’s army, on
which he marched back with his divifion, and joined that with colo-
nel Lawrence at the mount. : 3
Every day had proved the geod effects of re-eftablifhing the pof-
foffion of Chinglapet; for, under the protetion of this barrier. the
country behind, which is more extenfive than the diftrs' proteéted
by Pondomalee and Tripaffour, continued to furnith Madrafs witl
daily fupplies of all kinds of provifions and neceflaries, by which
the ftock laid up in ftore to fuftain the impending fiege was faved 5
and to preferve this benefit as long as poffible, +the troops whick had
been fent abroad with Draper and Lawrence were ordered to remain
encamped at the mount until the laft hour which might endanger
the fafety of their retreat to the town; after whicli, as the beft of
external means to protra& the fiege when commenced, it was de-
germined to have a body of treops in the field diftinct from thofe -
already belonging to the garrifon, whicl if nothing more, were to.
be continually employed in harraffing the enemy’s convoys of (tores .
and provifions. " Accordingly a contraé, whick had for fome months‘
been under difcuffion, was concluded with the agent of Morarirow
for the fervice of 2000 Morattoe horfe, of which soo were taars
#ive in 25 days, and the reft in 44 ; but as no {ureties were received,
#.¢ punduality of this affiftance could not be relied on. The pre-

fidency, therefore, as a furer refource, ordered the commandant Ma-
' homed
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homed Iffoof to take the field with 2000 of their own Sepoys from
the Jamfon Jf Tritchinopoly ; and requefted the king of T Zanjore
) £6 join this body with 1000 of his hotfe, and the Polygir Tondi-
man, and even the diftant Moravars, with the beft of their troops ;
for whom, however, Mahomed Hloof was not to wait; and, in cafe
 none of thefe allies arrived in time, he was impowered to enlift 500
good horfe if to be found in his march. The Nabob ftill maintained
300 horfe, part of whom attended his perfon at St. Thomé, and
the reft were difperfed in the adjacent diftrifts, who on the receipt
of {ome money joined the army at the Mount; to which all the
polygars to the northward of Madrafs were hkewxfﬂ commanded to
fend their troops ; but none came : and the I-atlzan Murz'lfabeg,
having been refufed an increafe of pay which he demanded in this
hour of neceflity, went off in the night with his 70 horfe and fome
of his Sepoys, and took fervice with the French army at Conjeveram.

The troops, of whofe approach L. Colonel Draper had received
intelligence, were soo irregular Sepoys, under the command of an
a@ive adventurer named Lambert, with part of the horfe levied by
Rajahfaheu; swho had been fent forward to plunder and terrify the
country. 'They croffed the Paliar, and on the 1 5th, appeared before
T'ripaflour, and attacked the pettah, but were repulfed at the hedge
which furrounds it, with the lofs of 20 men, by the Peons of the
renter, and the two companies of Sepoys ftationed in the fort.

But the French army were not in fuch readinefs as the Englith
imagined to commence the fiege of Madrafs. All the draught
bullocks which Pondicherry had been able to colleét were not fuf-
ficient to tranfport one half of the heavy artillery neceflary for the
attack ; and the greateft part of the train, with many other ftores,
had been laden a month before on the Harlem taken from the
Dutch, which fhip failed acrofs the bay, in order to work to the
northward on the other fide, when the was to ftretch acrofs again
and fall in with Mafulipatam, where the was to receive more cannon
and ftores, and theh come down the coaft to Madrafs. The time
was elapfed in which a well-failing veffel might have made this paf-

fuge, and without news of the Harfem ; and ou this difappointment
M,
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—~Mr. Lally ordered another ftore of artillery, which had been de- Pl
pofitéd at Alamparva, to be thipped on two frigates, the Diligence osms
ard the Fxpedition, which were in the road of Pondicherry, buc | }
laden for other voyages ; {o that it would require a month before
they could get this artillery on board, and work up againft the wind
and current to Madrafs. However, the French army might have.
advanced many-days before, if they had not been in want of many -
other articles, which, although of much more minute detail, were
‘equally ¢f abfolute neceflity. ~As foon as thefe were fupplied, the
firft divifion moved from Conjeveram on the rgth ; but Mr. Lally
being very ill, had detained theé referve until the 22d, when the
great body of the = o~oon rain fell with the utmoft violence, and
lafted without intermifi‘on for three days : the troops abroad, warned
by the fky, were on their march back to Conjeveram when the rain
began, but neverthele(s gained their way with much difficulty and
diftrefs, and after it had ceafed, the furface of the country continued
impaffable for feveral days.

Whilft the colle@ed force of both nations in the Carnatic were
thus waitifng the impending confli¢t, each were equally folic’cous con-
cerning the fuccefs of the armament fent from Bengal into the north-
ern provinces, Mr. Johnftone, who had been fent from Calcutta to
concert preparations with the Rajah Anunderauze, arrived on the.
12th of September at Vizagapatam, of which the Rajah’s officers
there jmmediately put him in poffeffion, as the Company’s repre-
fentative. The Rajah himfelf was encamped with his forces at Cof-
fimcotah, a fort 20 miles to the weft of Vizagapatam, and 15 intand
from the fea. His letter to Mr. Johnftone exprefled much fatif-
fadtion that the Englifh troops were coming, but fignified his in-
tention not to furnifh any money towards their expences. Tem-

7  peftuous weather from the fouth delayed t..¢ arrival of the fhips' and
veffels with Colenel Ford until the 20th of Q&ober. As foon as
the difembarkation was made, two of the Company’s fhips were fent
back to Bengal ; but the other, the Hardwicke, and the two floops,
semained to attend the progrefs of the expedition. The troops moved
from Vizagapatam on the 1ft of November, and on the third joined
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the Pajah and'his army at Coffimcotah, from whence it was decer-
‘ined to march againft Rajahmundrum, where Mr, Conidans had

colle&ted the French troops from all parts, and they wdre already

advancing to attack the Rajah; but, on hearing that the Englifh
troops were in motion to join him, they halted and encamped,

Mr. Johnftone had difpatched the floop in which he came, with
advices to Madrafs of his reception at Vizagapatam ; on which they
immediately fent away Mr. Andrews, with {everal affiftaats, to re-
eftablith the faGory under their own authority, on which the fettle--
ment had always been dependent : They likewife {4t Captain Cal-
lendar, an officer on the Madrafs eftablithment“to a@ as fecond
under Colonel Forde. ‘The vefiel which_broy“éht them arrived at Vi-
zagapatam on the 21{t of November ; and Andrews with Callendar

- ammediately went to the camp, which, by long halts and fhort

marches, had not yet advanced 30 miles beyond Coffimcotah, Various
excufes were employed by the Rajah to extenuate this delay ; but the
real caufe was his repugnance to furnifh the money which Colonel

-Toiue demanded, who was not a little offended at his evafions. Mr.

Andrews, Who, having been chief of Madapollam, had long been
perfonally known to the Rajah, adjufted their differences by a treaty,
which flipulated, < that all plunder fhould be equally divided ; that
*¢ all the countries which might be conquered thould be delivered
“ to the Rajah, who was to colle@ the revenues 3 but that the fea-
“ ports and towns at the mouthsof the rivers fhould belong to the
“ company, with the revenues of the diftri@s annexed to them 3 that
“ no treaty for the difpofal or reftitution, whether of the Rajah’s or
¢ the Englith poffeffions, thould be made without the confent of
“ both parties; that the Rajah fhould fupply se,000 rupees a month
 for the expences of tb > ’army, and 6000, to commence from their
“ arrival at Vizagapatain, for the particularexpences of the officers.”
He held out likewife other propofals of future allianee, which he had

not yet authority to ratify Al
The united forees now moved in earneft, and on the gd of De-
cember came in fight of the encmy, who were encamped 40 miles on
this fide of Rajalimundrum, in a ftrong fitvation which command.]
: the
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the high road, near a village called Gallapool, and in fight of a fort  (.@

# Decémbérs

idled Peddipore. They had so0 Europeans, many faore piecas of
“cannon than they could ufe at once, a great number of the troops!
" of the country, of which 500 were horfe, and 6000 Sepoys..* Of the
. Englith force embarked from Bengal, only 30 Europeans and a few
Sepoys were wanting, who had been left fick at Vizagapatam ; o
that there were in the field 470 Europeans, and 1900 Sepoys. The
Rajah had 500 paltry horfe, and 5000 foot, fome with aukward fire-
arms, L4€ reft with pikes and bows ; but he had colle&ted 40 Euro-
‘peans, who managed four field-pieces under the command of Mr.
Briftol ;. befide which his own troops had fome ufelefs cannon. On
the 6th, the Ex~l*7 and the Rajah's army advanced and took pof-
feffion of a village ca'led Chambole, on the high road likewife,
within four miles of the enemy, when each deemed the fituation of
the other too ftrong to be attacked : on which Colonel Forde, as the
only means to draw the enemy from theirs to a general action, re-
folved to march round and regain the road to Rajahmundrum in their
rear, by pafling under the hills to their left, where the enemy could
not derive much advantage from their horfe. The Raiakapp1os 45
and on the gth, at four in the morning, the Englith troops were
in motion 3 but the Rajah’s with their ufual indolence not prepared
to march. . Near the foot of the hills, about three miles to the right
of the village of Chambole, was another called Condore, to gain
which, the -Englifh troops having filed from the right, yvere in
march, when at day-break they heard a ftrong cannonade towards
the Rajah’s camp. It was from 6 guns, which‘. Mr. Conflans, igno-
rant of Colonel Forde’s march, had fent on in the night, under the
guidance of an intelligent deferter, who had noticed a {pot that bore
upon the camp; and Mr. Conflans was follovring to fupport them with
his whole army and the reft of his field-ai illery.  'The Rajah fent
meflages after meflages, which met the Englifh troops returning to his
relief ;s and his own, quickened by the danger, were removing as faft
as they could out of ‘the reach of it ; and having, in much confufion,
joined the En_glith, continued marching on with them to tbé villagc
of Condore, where all artived at eight o’clock. The enemy, although
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~ from f:::g diftances, continued ‘to cannonade whilft any  of the
~Engiifh or the Rajah’s troops remained within probable reach.

When arrived at the village of Condore, the army was juft as far
as before from the French encampment at Gallapole, but with better
ground between, and a village midway, which would afford a {tron
advanced poft. Mr. Conflans imagined that the Englith troops had
marched from their encampment to Condore, in order from hence
to take pofleffion of this village, and in this perfuafion crofitd the
plain to prevent them, with his whole army, and fucce:ded in his.
wifh without interruption ; for Colonel Forde remaiped halting at
Condore, to regulate his future motions by the enerr’y’s.  Mr, Con-

" flans imputed this inafion to a confcioufhefs o urlriority, and now -

imagined that the Englifh intended to march back to their encamp-
ment at Chambole, to prevent which, he formed his line, and 'ad-
vanced in much hafte, and little order.

The French battalion of Europeans was in the centre of the line,
with 13 field-pieces, divided on their flanks, the horfe 500 were on
tugielrof the battalion ; 3000 Sepoys formed the right wing, and
the fame nlmber the left, and with each wing were five or fix
pieces of cumbrous cannon. The Englifh army drew up with
their Europeans in the centre, the fix field-pieces divided on
their flanks; the 1800 Sepoys were likewife equally divided on
the wings. Colonel Forde placed no reliance on the Rajah’s in-
fantry or horfe, and ordered them to form aloof, and extend on
each flank of the Sepoys ¢ all this rabble kept behind, but the rene-
gade Europeans under Briftol, who managed the four field- pieces
belonging to the Rajah, advanced, and formed with the divifion of
artillery on the left of the Englith battalion. The line having had
tire, were in exa orde | and had advanced a mile in front of the .
village of Condore, during which, the enemy cannonaded hotly from
all their guns. At length the impetuofity of the enemy’s approach,
who came on, out-marching their cannon, obliged the Englith line
to halt for acion ; and it chanced that the whole of their bat-
talion ftopped mear and oppofite to a field of Indian corn, which
was grown {o tall that it intirely intercepted them from the enen,v;

but
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but the Sepoys on' the wings ‘were free in the plain on each hand.
For what reafon is not known, Colonel Forde had ordered his Sepoys
“to furl their colours, which, befides the principal flag, are feveral
fmall bammers to a company, and to let them lay on the ground
during the a&tion.

"The Sepoys and horfe of the enemy’s wings. greatly outftretched -

the wings of the Englith line, and came on each in a curve to
. gain their flanks ; the French battalion in the centre, inftead of ad-

wancing; pirallel to where by the wings they might judge the centre:

“of the Englith line would be, inclined obliquely to the right, which
brought them beyond the field of Indian corn, oppofite to the Engli{h
Sepoys on the L>fr .ring 3 whom from their red jackets, and the
want of their ufual baaners, they from the firft approach miftook
for the Englifh battalion ; refpeting them as fuch, they halted to
drefs their ranks before they engaged, and then began to fire in
platoons advancing, but at the diftance of 200 yards. = Neverthelefs,
this was fufficient ; for the Sepoys, fecing themfelves attacked with-
out cover by Europeans in front, and the horfe and multitude of the
enemy’s Sepoys, gaining their rear, or coming down on tnewr flank,
fcarcely preferved courage to give their fire, hurried, fcattered, and
without command ; and then immediately broke, and ran away to
thelter themfelves in the village of Chambole, and were followed by the
neareft of the enemy’s horfe. This {fuccefs was greater than even the
confidence of the enemy expected ; and feveral platoons of the French
battalion were fetting off to purfue them likewife, when they faw a
Line of men with. fhouldered arms marching faft and firm from be-
hind the field of Indian corn acrofs their way, to occupy the ground

which the Sepoys had abandoned: '
Colonel Forde had been with the Sehoys before their flight, en-

couraging -them to cefolution ; but faw, Lv the ufual fymptoms of
trepidation, that they would not ftand the fhock, which prepared- -

him to order the judicious movement, which. the officers were now
performing with o much fteadinefs and fpirit,  Captain Adnf{ts
commanding on the left, led the line, and as f{oon as the laft files

wiere got clear of the corn, the word was given, when the whols .

halted,

Det nber.
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halted, and faced at once, in full front of the enemy., This motion
R quickl"y executed ; for the foremoft man had not more than zoo:
% oweds to march, and the ficld-pieces were left behind. = During this
thort interval, the French battalion were endeavouring with tuch, .
buftle to get into order again ; for fome of their platoons had advanced
- a confiderable diftance before others,;.and thus the fire of the Englith
line commenced before the enemy’s was ready ;. it was given in di-
wvifions, that is, the whole battalion divided into five, andbegan from
«Captain Adnet’s on the left, which was within piftol thot, andbiought,
down half the enemy’s grenadiers; the fire ran on, and befoe the time
came for Adnet’s divifion to repeat theirs, the whele ofthe enemy’s
_line were in' confufion, and went about running -t ito regain their
guns, which they had left half a mile behind them on the plain.
. 'The ardour of the Englifh battalion to purfue was {o great, that
Colonel Forde judged it beft to indulge it in. the inftant, although
not certain of the fuccefs of the Sepoys on theright, but concluding
that the enemy’s Sepoys who were to attack them, would not con-
tinue. long, if they faw their Europeans compleatly routed, ‘The
order was given for the battalion to march on in following divifions,
the left leading. Nothing could reprefs their eagernefs. All marched
too faft to keep their rank, excepting the fourth divifion commanded
by Captain Yorke, who to have a referve for the whole battdlion, if
‘broken, as the enemy had been, by their own impetuofity, obliged his
men to advance in &ri& order. The French battalion rallied at theis”
guns, which were 13 in number, fpread in different brigades, or fets,
as they chanced to ftand when left by the troops advancing to the
altion. This artillery began to fire as foon as the ground was clear
of their own troops, and killed {fome men, which only quickened
the approach of the divif :m* to clofe in with the guns, of which
feveral fired, when the fir. divifion was within piftol fhot, and Adnet
“fell mortally wounded 5 but his men rufhing on drove the enemy
from the guns they attacked, and the other divifions following with
the fame {pirit, obliged them to abandon all the others.
4 The day, if net completely vidtorious, was at leaft fecurcd
from reverfe by the poffefion of all the emmy s field avtillery fit
5 for
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™~ for quick firing ; but their camp, to which they were retiting, filt
_remained to be attackeds and Colonel Forde halted until "joined.
by his Sepoys, and, if ‘they would ‘come, by the Rajah’s troops.
"The Sepoys and hotfe of the enemy’s tight wing were in thieir turn
panic-ftruck by the fire of the Enghith battalion routing their own,
and all turned to gain the rear of the guns, keeping aloof to the left
of the Englith divifions 5 and then ‘went off again with the French
battalion to the camp. - Their left wing  of Sepoys behaved better,
‘advanéing to the ufe of mufketry againft the Englith Sepoys of the
left, with \shom' the battalion, when filing off to oppofe the French,
lefc the three field-pieces of their right ; and the Sepoys, en-

couraged by this. wTiftance, the ardour of the Europeans marching

off, and the fpirit of their own commander Captain Knox, maintained
theit ground, facing and firing in various dire@ions behind the
banks of the rice fields, in which they had drawn up. The enemy’s.
Wing neverthelefs continued the diftant fire, until they faw their
battalion of Europeans quitting their guns, and' the Sepoys and horfe

of the right rétreating with.them to ‘the camp; ‘when they yw==¢ o™

Tikewife; frretching round to the left of the Englith batalion halting
at the guns, and keeping out of their reach. Captain Knox then ad-,
vanced to join the battalion with his own Sepoys, and the fix field-
pieces, and had collected moft of the fugitives of the other wing. Mef~-
fages had been continually fent to the Rajah’s hotfe to advance, but
they could hot be prevailed upon to quit the fhelter of a large rank, at

this time dry, in which they, ‘his foot, and himifelf in the midft of

them, had remained cowering from the beginning of the action.

As foon as the Bepoys joined, and ‘all the neceflary ditpofitions.
were made, which took '‘an hour, Colonel Forde advanced to at-
tack the enemy’s camp 3’ but, not t retard the march,! left
the ﬁeld-pieces to follow.. A deep holiiw way paffed along the
(kirt of the camp, behind which appeared a confiderable 1'1umbe_r of
Europeats regularly drawn up, as if to defend ‘the paflage bf the
hollow way, and feveral fhot were fired from heavy cannon planted
to defend the approach. Juft as the Englith troops camic hear, and.

che firft divifion of the Eurcpeans ftept out to give their fire, the:
field--

,,:l_ v
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field-pizces were arrived within thot ; on which all the enemy went
to the right-about, abandoned their camp, and retreated, feemingly
svery man as he lifted, in the utmoft confufion; but the Englith -
battalion crofling after them, many threw down their arms, and
furrendered themfelves prifoners.  Mr. Conflans had previoufly fent
-away four of the fmalleft field-picces; and the money of the
military cheft, laden for expedition on two cantels. The {poil of the
field and camp was 30 pieces of cannon, moft of which were
.brafs ; 5o tumbrils, and other carriages laden with am‘nunition ;
_{even mortars from thirteen to eight inches, with a lar<e provifion
of fhells; 1000 draught bullocks, and all the tents of the French
battalion. ‘Three of their officers were kille’ win' the field, and
three died of their wounds the fame evening; 70 of their rank
and file were likewife killed, or mortally wounded : fix officers and
5o rank and file were faken prifoners, and the fame number of
wounded were fuppofed to have efcaped. Of the Englifh battalion,
Captain Adnet and 15 rank and file, were killed ; Mr. Macguire, the
pav-mafter, and Mr. Johnftone, the commiffary, who joined the
grenadiers, two officers, and 20 of the rank and file, were wounded;
the Sepoys had 100 killed and more wounded. No vifory could be
" more compleat. Mr. Conflans, the commander of the French army,
changing horfes, arrived on the full gallop ‘at Rajahmundrum
before midnight, although the diftance is 40 miles from the field
on which the battle was loft ; the troops took varieus routs, but
moft of them towards Rajahmundrum.

The cavalry of Anunderauze, although incapable of fighting,
were very a&ive as feouts to obferve the flying enemy, and the con-
currence of their reports determined Colonel Forde to fend forward
500 Sepoys, which in the army were ranked the firft battalion of
thefe troops, under the co.nmand of Captain Knox, 'They were in
miarch at five in the afternoon. The next day inteligence was re-

« ceived, that many of the enemy’s Europeans, and fome of their black
fugitives, had ﬂopped at Rajahmundrum; on which 1000 more
' Sepoys were fent to join thofe with Captain Knox ; and the whole,

now 1500, arrived there at break of day on the roth.
4 This

Decedoer.
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is city, the capital of the province, is fituated on the cafteriy bank
of the Godaveri, 40 miles from the fea. Tn the middle of the towa,
and neat the river, ftands a large fort, with mud walls of little de-
fence. ‘The French troops, having loft all their beft cannon, would
"ot truft to thofe in the fort, and report had reprefented the Englith
Sepoys as the whole army, the Rajah’s and all, in full purfuit; and
in this perfuafion they had begun to crofs the river at midnight.
Fifteen Europeans, with all the ftores, baggage, and bullocks, which
had efcapet from the battle, had not yet embarked, and were im-~
mediately {iized ; a boat loaded with many more Europeans was in
the ftream; and four fmall field-pieces, with a thirteen-inch
- mortar of brafs tukerout of the fort, had juft reached the other fhore
- when the Englith Sepoys arrived, who fired for half an hour, as well
_with their mufkets as from the cannon of the fort, upon the boat
and the oppofite fhore, which deterred the enemy from carrying oft
the field-pieces and mortar, or from remaining near them; and a
party of Sepoys crofling the river in boats, brought them back the
fame day without moleftation : a large quantity of ammunition and
military ftores, laid up for the French army, was taken i the fort.
Colonel Forde, with the reft of the Englith forces, arrived at Ra-
jahmundrum the next day ; but the Rajah, with his, remained at
Peddipoor performing the ceremony of burying the few of his people
which had chanced to be killed by the firaggling fhot of the fight.
T'he Hardwicke, and the two floops, were at anchoron the coaft fome
leagues above the field of battle, which is about 1o miles from the
{ea ; and the day after the viory they {ailed to cruize on the enemy’s
veflels between Mafulipatam and their fatories on the Godaveri : and
a few days after the thip Thames was difpatched from Vizagapatam,
fully laden with provifions, to Madrafs. \
The delay of every day which had rerarded Mr. Lally from
advancing againft Madrafs was. an advantage gained; Captain

Jofeph Smith commanding in Tritchinopoly, as foon as he'received

the orders of the prefidency, equipped 2000 Sepoys from his garrifon,

and delivered them, with two fnall field-pieces, to the command of
Mahomed 1ffoof, who croffed the Colercon with this force on the.

Yor. 1. Ddd alt
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. 54 21{t of November, without waiting for the troops of the allies,
Decolbier. whofe affiftance the prefidedfcy had requefted. "The polygar Tondi-

. . man gave affurances, and was really colleGting dome, but the Mo-

raver had returned no anfiwer, and the king of Tanjore had exprefled
himfelf in fuch equivocal terms, that the Prefidency refolved to fend
major Calliaud, in whom the king had confidence, to convince him
of the impolicy of his indifference : accordingly this officer embarked
on the goth in a common mafloolah, intending to land at Tran-

-

quebar. ‘
" The French army moved again from Conjeveram on the 29th of

November, advancing on the high road towards' Madrafs: but a
large detachment under the command of Mr. Souvire proceeded along
the bank of the Paliar, with orders to halt between the river and
Chinglapet. On the fame day the partizan Lambert, with his troops
and two fmall field-pieces, attacked the pettah of Pondomalee, which
the enfign, Crowley, attempted to defend, but was driven into the
fort with the lofs of 30 or 40 of his Sepoys killed and wounded,
and two of their {erjeants, Europeans, were made prifoners. On the
4th of December, Mr, Lally reconnoitred the fort of Chinglapet in
perfon, within mufket-fhot ; and contrary to the found rules of war,
and perhaps his own conviction, determined to leave it in his rear.
On the 7th, the whole army halted at Vendaloor, and Lambert’s
party appeared in fight of the Mount, where the Englith army had
been reinforced with 400 more Europeans from the town, being alt
that remained, excepting the invalids and artillery : oo had been
pofted, a mile and half in the rear of the main camp, at Sidapet or
the little Mount, to guard the bridge and ford over the river of St.
"Thomé ; but on the night aftér the appearance of Lambert’s party,
thefe troops were fent back to the town, and the fame number were
detached to fupply their p.ace from the camp ; for Colonel Lawrence
bad no intention to rifk a genéral aétion, In the afterngon of the ninth
a confiderable body of the enemy appeared in fight of the Mount 3
but Mf;.Lale had left his camp {ftanding at Vendaloor, of which
Colonel Lawrence received intelligence, and regarded this appear-

ance of not moving fan from i, as a feint to cover the intention »f
7 : a forced
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X. Srece or Fort St. {GEORGE.

a forepl march in the night, higher up, acrofs the river; of St.
Thomé, which might bring
tween the Englith camp and Madrafs, and cut off their retreat tol
the town : he therefore immediately firuck his tents and marched
back with the whole army to the Choultry plain. 70 47
The ground fo called commenceth about 2000 yards fouth-weft of
the white town of Madrafs, or Fort St. George, from shich it i
feparated by two rivers. . The one, called the river of Triplicane,
. winding from the weft, gains the fea about a thoufand yards to the
fouth of the glacis. The other coming from the northweft, pafleth
near the weftern fide of the black town, the extremity of which is
high ground, which the river rounds, and continues to the Eaft,
until within 100 yards of the fea, where it wafheth the foot of the
glacis, and then turning to the fouth continucth parallel with the
beach, until it joins the mouth and bar of the river of Triplicane.
From the turning of the river at the high ground, a canal, f’crikil;g
to the fouth, communicates with the river of Triplicane. The
low ground included by the channels of the two rivers and the ca-
nal, is called the Ifland, which is about 3000 yards in circufffe
vence, 1200 yards from the ftrand of the fea is a long bridge
leading from the ifland over the Triplicane river, to a road which
continues fouth to the town of St. Thomé., Another bridge over
the canal, leads to the weft, and amongft others to a village
called Egmore, from which this bridge takes its name. Coying
from the fouth or weft, thefe two bridges afford the only convenient
aceefs to the Fort or white town, excepting another-along the firand .
of the fea, when the bar of the Triplicane river is choaked with fand.
Al} the ground between the St. Thomé road and the fea is filled
with villages and enclofures; and fo s that on the left, for halt
a mile towards the Choultry plain, from which a road and feveval
finaller paffages leads through them to the St. Thomé Road.

! It was neither the intention of the Prefideney, nor of Colanel
1. wrence himfelf, to rifique the army on the Choultry plain, more
thn they had ar the Mount 5 for a defeat in the field was the certain
lofs of Madrafs, as the enemy in their fuperiority had 300 Kuropean

Ddd 2 horfe,

o the French army before morning be-
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horfe, -excellently mounted and difciplined ; the greateft umber
which had hitherto appeared together in India. The intention
was to gain time, for every day was precious; and not to difpirit
the  troops, who were to fuftain the impending fiege, and might
have made finifter refle&tions if they had been haftily led back with-
in the walls, before their own. underftandings were convinced of the
neceflity. - The ground and the advantages which were taken of it
by Colonel Lawrence, fecured their retreat, when it fhould become
neceflary.

The Choultry plain extends two miles to the weft of the enclo-
fures which bound the St. Thomé road, and terminates on the
other fide at a large body of water called the Meliapore Tank,
behind which runs with deep windings, the Triplicane river.
The road from the Mount pafles two miles and a half under the
mound of the tank, and at its iffue into the Choultry plain, was a
kind of defile, formed by the mound on one¢ hand, and buildings
with thick enclofures on the other. Colonel Lawrence, retreating
from the mount, halted and remained during that and the next day,
which was the 1oth, oppofite te this defile. On the 11th he cut
through the mound of the tank, which fivamped the whole length
of the road, and then retreated to the other extremity of the plain,
clofe to the enclofures neareft the Triplicane river., In this fitua-
tion his field-pieces commanded the road leading.acrofs the plain to
that part of the enclofures through which this road.continues to that
of St. Thomé, which from the juntion continues ftreight to the

« bridge of Tuplicane. . Three companies of Sepoys were advanced in
front on the left, to a choultry flanding at the fkirt of the plain,
where the road enters the enclofures.

The French army refainkd at the Mount during the 11th, but
marched before day-break on the 12th ; and at fun-rife all their Eu-
ropean cavalry, having taken a circuit to the fouth of the plain, ap-
peared ‘at the choultry {0 unexpe@edly, that the Sepoys Acarcely
ftaid to give their firft fire, and ran into the enclofures on their left,
through which they guined the main body. The cavalry, thinkirg
sthemiclves fecured by a {inall grove, which was in the rear of the

1l | «hoult .
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<houltry. drew up in front of it, but were immediately annoyed by
the advanced field-pieces ; of which, feveral thot made way through
the trees and killed three troopers ; on which, all galloped away to
the St. Thomé road, intending), it fhould feem, to puth to Triplicanc-
‘bridge, and then cither continue on the afland, or advance along the
ftrand of the river in the rear of the Englifharmy : but oppofite to the
governor's garden, 500 yards from the bridge, they found the road

 fockaded acrofs, as well as the lane on the left, along the garden-wall,
. by which they might likewife have come rounds and in thefe twe

B

3 pofts were three companies of Sepoys, with two guns; and the St.

Thomé road, for a long way, had no other iffue to the left. The
firlt fire from the ftockades drove the cavalry up the road until out

of reach. .
Mean while the main body of the French army appeared iffu-

.

1y 58.
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ing from along the mound of the Meliapore tank, and advanced

along the  road, which was here between an avenue of trees,
cannonading at intervals from fome of their field-pieces: they
were anfwered without intefmiffion by fix from the Englifh line,
until their wan were half through the avenue, and within 1000

yards, when Colonel Lawrence ordered the retreat. ‘The line.

marched off their ground by the right, and pafling a village called
Chindadrapettah, crofled the river of "Triplicane, where it was for-

Jable without difficulty ; they then continued round two qr threg |

hamlets to the Egmore bridge, which leads ‘over the canal inth. the
Ifland. Here they halted fome time to receive a guard of 306 Eurepeans
pofted in a redoubt at Egmore, in which was the powder-mill of
the garrifon.  As foon as this party joined, the whole army croffed
ithe bridge, and after fome detachmeunts of Iuropeans and Sepoysthad
‘been draughted and font. te defend the pafles of the black town,
the reft of the army marched into the fort. Mr. Lally gave no in-
terruption to thesretreat, probably becaufe he thipetted fome ftrata-
gems,  Thice Europeans were killed in the cannonade, but the
French loft ro, and as many wounded.

At the {ame time that the main body of the French atmy were

sdvaneing to the Choultry plain, their irregular Sepoys with Lame

dart
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bert had proceeded along the fouth fide of the San Thomé river; in
mnv order to attack a redoubt fituated on the fide of it near the fea.

The guard was only one company of Sepoys, who getting intelli-
gence in time, tetreated along the beach and arrived fafe in the

garrifon.
As foon as Colonel Lawrence came into the fort, the council of

the prefidency affembled, and by an unanimous vote committed the
defence of the fiege to the governor Mr. Pigot, recommending to him
to confult Colonel Lawrence on all occafions, and on extraordinary
emergencies to affemble a council of the fuperior officers of the gar-
rifon. The French army immediately encamped on the ground which
the Englifh had quitted, but fent a detachment acrofs the Tripli-
cane river, which took poft in the redoubt at Egmore.

Agitlie French army were advancing from the Mount, 300 Euro-
peans, with two twelve-pounders, had been fent off under the com-
mand of Lieutenant Colonel Murphy, againft Pondamalee. They
arrived at noon, and Murphy fummoned Enfign Crowley, with
threats, as refifting in an untenable poft, although the fort was of
ftone, and furrounded by a wet ditch. On Crowley’s refufal, the
twelve-pounders were employed until night, when 20 of the
French detachment had been killed or wounded, and little damage
had been done to the wall ; but the Sepoys within, expe&ing nei-
ther fuccour nor quarter, began to waver; on which, Crowley
marched with them out of the fort in deep filence at midnight, and
pafling where he was apprized the enemy kept flight watch, got
out of reach before they were ready to purfue; and, knowing the
country, came in the next morning by the north of the black town.
The number was goo, in five companies, of which three were the
garrifon of Pondamalee, ane two had retreated hither from the fort
of Tripaflore.

Their arrival brought in the laft of the troops, ftationed in diftant
out-pofts, and completed the foree with which Madraf svas to ful
tain the fiege. The roll of the Buropean military, incuding the
officers with 64 topafles, and 89 coffrees incorporated in the compa-

nies,
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nies, amounted to 1758 men. ‘The Sepoys were 2220. Ot the Eu-
ropeans 24 Were troopers mounted,  The Nabob’s horfe were
2003 but, from experience, very little fervice was expeted from
them. The European” inhabitants not military were 150 men,
and they were appropriated without diftin&ion to ferve out ftores
and provifions to the garrifon, - The native boatmen, “who alone
can ply acrofs the furf, had been retained by fpectal encourage-
ments, and their huts, with their mafloolas or boats, extended
under the wall next the fea, where it was fuppofed not a. thot
was likely to fall. The Nabob, with his family and attendants,
had come into the fort on the day that the army retreated from the
' Mount ; but, although lodged in one of the beft houfts, were much
- (traitened for want of the room and conveniencies to which they had
been accuftomed. A i)

"The French army continued on the other fide of the Triphcane
rver during the day they arrived from. the Mount, and all the next;
) the morning of the 14th were in motion, and having
paffed the river where the Englith had croffed, proceeded at the back
of Egmore to the village of Viparee, which is about a mile to the
north-weft of that poft, and from whence a good road leads nearly
weft to the northiéern part of the black town. Parts of the ancient
bound hedge, and the ruins of fome guard—houfes, ftill remained
along the north and weft fides of the blnci\c town; and, with
the channel of the northern river, rendered the greateft part of the
weftern fide very defenfible: but on the fide facing the north, were
to be maintained. The army, having advanced
to the ford acrofs which the road from Viparee leads into the town,
fired their field-picces before them, which the guards returnad
with their mafketry, but the Sepoys only with one fire, and then
ran away. The Europeans, neverthelefs, defended the ford, dnd
foveral other accelles on either hand, until they-perceived that feve-
ral parties of the enemy had entered on the north fides when all
(aft as they could to the fort, and none were inter=

retreated as fa

ceptzd, In the {kirmifhes, three of them had been killed 3 but of the

enetny, eleven. Soon after, the whole of the French army ap-
peared

but at two 11

many gaps, too open

L

1758,

December.



Tug War or COROMANDET. Book L
pzated in‘thc fouthern parfs of the town, where the flreets opencr,;/
upon the eiplanade of the fort. ‘The regiment of Lally took up
their quarters near the beach of the fea. Lorrdin, with the batta-
lion of India, on the rifing ground to the weft; but both be-
hiud buildings which fereened them from the fire of ‘the
ramparts. A multitudé of the natives, with the ufual defpon-
dency of their characer, had remdined in their habitations until the
laft hour, and now came pouring upon the glacis, imploring admit-
tance ‘into the covered way, but were refufed, and advifed to make
their efcape as well as they could in the night; feveral fpies and -
two or three deferters came mingled amongft them, who reported
that the French troops were all employed in ranfacking the houfes,
and that they had difcovered feveral warehoufes filled with arrack,
with which moft of them had already got drunk ; and fuch as were
perceived from the town, appeared ftaggering under their loads and
liquor ; on which it was refolved to make a ftrong fally before they
thould have time to tecover themfelves. - é

Five liundred of the beft men were draughted, and given to the
command of Lieutenant Colonel Draper, who fuggefted the defign ;
and 100 with major Brereton were to follow a little while after, as
a covering party. At eleven o’clock Draper’s detachment marched
out of the weftern ravelin ; two companies of grenadiers led the
line, but the two field-picces were in the rear. Their way was, firft,
. 300 yards ftreight on to the weft, where a bridge crofles a ftagnated
arm of the river that communicates with the weftern ditch of the fort.
‘This bridge gives accefs to and from the black town by the afcent
of the rifing ground, and is laid pointing to the ~.w.: the afcent
* begins almoft as foon as you have crofled the bridge, and the road

to the top continues about 300 yards in that dire&tion, when
it turns into a long ftrect of Indian houfes, which runs nearly north
and fouth, and is crpfled by feveral others on either hand. Such
was the negligence and fecurity of the French army, rthat they did
not perceive the approach of the detachment, until apprifed by a -
miftake of the Englith drummers, moft of whom being black boys,
began to beat the grcnadiers march as foon as they efitered the ftreet :
s aud
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:j'} which the whole line from one end to the other fegup their huzza;
bui-even._on this warning the enemy, did not look ot with fufficient
attention to be certified in which ftreet the detachment was advancing,
but drew up at the head of another, which ran parallel to it, about
160 yards on the left 5 in which they advanced 2 or 3 platoons
about 5o yards lower down, at the opening of a crofs-ftreet which
gave a ftrait communication between the two: the Englith troops
marching on did not receive a fhot until they came oppofite to this ad-
vanced guard, which then fired, and with execution, for the diftance
was point blank : the fitlt of the line returned thefire, but being the
company of grenadiers halted no longer than this operation, and
then proceeded; for Draper, knowing how near, and where the
enemy’s main body were drawn up, would not ftop thesline, but
frationed two platoons from the fucceeding companies to continue
the fire, and prevent the enemy from breaking through the ftreet,
He at the {ame time ordered the two ficld-pieces to advance from the
rear to the front, and the troops marching in whole files opened to
the right and left to let them pafs; but-beforc they were brought
up, the grenadiers and fome more had pufhed on to the head

of the long ftreet, in which' they were ma.rchiug. 'This was -
terminated by another much broader that croffed it, coming on the
right from the efplanade of the fort to the eaft, and continued 100
yards on the other hand to the weft of the long ftreet, whete the
crofs-ftreet turned to the north' and then again to the weft. In that
part of the crofs-ftrect to the left appeared the 'regiment of Lorrain,
awith fgur field-pieces, drawn up facing the fouth, oppofite to the
{ireet in which they had pofted their advanced guard, and were ex-
pecting the Englifh troops 3 to whom in this pofition they prefented |
their flank quite naked. Beyond them, ia the continuation of the |
ftreet, after it has turned to the north, the battalion of India, which
comprized the troops belonging to the Fretich company, were af-
fembling. Not a moment was loft in takifg the advantage; the
grenadiers, and.a¢ many more as the breadth of the ftreet, which
was here 5o yards, would admit, faced and fired 3 but had fearcely
time to give a fecond, before the two field-pieces came up. In that
vart of the crofs-ftreet where the Englifh troops had faced, and in

Youi. IL Eece front
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front cf their ‘left, almoft adjoinitlg to the long ftreet they hiud
pafled through, lay” ‘the ruins of a demolifhed houfe, whiclh{pread

. more than half-way over the crofs-firect, ‘and although not high
enough to preverit a fingle rank of mufketry from firing over the
rubbith, did‘hot admit the field-pieces, which were'thérefore dra'vn
up to the right of the rubbifh, ‘and the troops ‘which had ftood
there 'mads oom for them, by crowding along the adjoining walls
on that fide of ‘the crofs-ftreet. Thele alterations credted fome con-,
fufion ; for théy were made with ‘much hurry from “the ardour of
fettmg the field-pieces to ‘work ; which did not difappoint the expec-
tation, but firing with ‘grape knocked down numbers. Lorrain
fearcely ftood a minute before all the men ran into the oppoﬁte
‘houfes ; and all the officers could do 'was to tuin the field-pieces,
which the gunners likewife abandoned after the very firft difcharge.
Draper'immediately commanded his own firing to ceafe, and the
grenadiers to follow him to the enemy’s guns, to which he ran, and
fired a piftol, but without effe&, at an officer who remained by them,
which the officer having returned with as little, offered to furrender
himfelf and the guns, when Draper perceived that he had been fol-
lowed by only four grenadiers. In the fame inftant, many of the
French foldiers, encouraged by the ceafing of the Englith fire, and
the backwardnefs of the men to advance with Draper, gathered ‘
again in the ftreet, and began to fire ; by which two of the grena-
diers were killed, and the other two wounded before they got
back to their own men, and Draper returned with them. Now the
field-pieces and mufketry on both fides commenced the hotteft fire ;
but with encreafing havock from the enemy, whofe numbers were
augmented every moment by the battalion of India; and many of
the Englifh foldiers begar' in their turn to take thelter i in the neareft
houfes and enclofures. Neverthelefs, the bruntyf this fight con-
tinued 20 minutes, when Draper convinced that'nb fuccefs was to
be expected, and that the arrival of ‘Lally’s regiment from the fea-
fide might eut off the whole detachment, ordered. the retreat 3 buf
pot a fingle drummer was found to beat it.  The grenadiers of the
Company’s treops, not lnvmg room to be employed in the cf;ofs*

reer
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firvst occupied by other platoons and the ficld-piecés, had gone intoa 1758.
large giuicture on the fide of the fireet oppofite to the rubbifh ; and T
a5 well as the others who had taken thelter in houfes on the right
wete not apprized of the retreat : all who were marched ‘huddled to-
gether down the crofs-ftreet, which opened in lefs than' z60 yards
upon the efplanade, and under the prote@tion of the guris of the fort §
but the enemy followed{oclofe, and their fire both of cannon and muf=
ketry. became o faperior, that the two field-pieces in the rear of the
detachment were abandoned ; and the enemy’s divifions had advanced
1o the enclofure in which the grenadiers had taken refuge, before they
had thought of marching out. They were offered quarter, which they
accepted, becaufe they could make no effeGual refiftance, although
they were eighty, the prime men of the garrifon. During the fight
in the woftern part of the black town, the regiment of Lally towards
the fea were with much difficulty got under arms by Mr. Bufly, for.
moft of the common men were reeling drunk. However, they had ad-
vanced. fheltered by houfes from the fire of the fort, until they cime -
within 300 yards of the ftrect in which the Englith were retreating,

and arrived there juft as the line were coming out of it upon t e ol

planade, when the interval between them was open to the fire of the

fort ; the fear of which, and the miftruft of their intoxicated men,’

deterred the officers from leading them on - to the fair attack before

them ; and they only fired random mufketry, and from two field- |

pieces ill-pointed at Draper’s line, who, as {foon as out of the ftrect, |

turhed thort to the fouth, and proceeded on the lower ground under

the houfes which {kirted the weft face of the efplanade, until they "
came oppofite to the north-weft angle of the glacis, and met in the

way the covering patty with Mijor Brereton, which had advanced

annd was waiting for them in good order sthe nearer the line camie to

the fors, the greater became their hutry to getinto it, for many ran

over the glacis ; but all the officers, with as many nien ab they could

keep together, matelied in ordér go'the entranee on the ¢aftern face of

the north ravelin. “No officer, excepting Licutenant Billock, was Killed |
on the fpot; but Major Polier, Captain Hume, and Enfign Chace, wére ey
‘ ' Ecez * . mortally
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mortally wounded : Polier came into the fort, ‘but ‘thé other tavo
were taken. . Captain Pafcall and Lieutenant Elliot--sveié™ fhot
through the body; Lieutenants Stephen Smith and Blair, and Enfign
Cook, were wounded and taken ; but recovered: Of rank and
file 103 were taken, of whom 19 were wounded : Fifty camerin
wounded, and fifty were left dead abroad, of whom all did not fall
in the open aftion, for more than 20 were found killed in dif-
ferent houfes, moftly ftabbed with bayonets, and ‘with their an-
tagonifts lying dead befide them ; fo that the garrifon loft the lives
or fervice of more than 200 foldiers and fix officers by 'this fally.
The French acknowledged 200 of their rank and file killed and
wounded ; and had 12 officers wounded, Saubinet mortally, and
three killed on the fpot ; they loft only four prifoners, of whorm
one was the Count D’Eftaign ; his quarters were with Lally’s regi-
ment near the beach, and on the firft firing he mounted his horfe,
- and came galloping down the crofs-fireet to-the rear of the Englith
grenadiers, whom, being fhort-fighted, or perhaps not feeing at all
throughs the {moke, he took for French troops, nor perceived his
miftake until within a few yards, when his horfe ftumbling, threw
him, and before he could recover himfelf, he was feized by two
drummers, who had their fwords drawn to {tab him, when Licue
tenant Smith, the fame who was afterwards taken prifoner himfelf,
ftepped between : his confequence being known, he was imme-
diately fent away with an officer and a file of men' to the fort,
Mr. Lally blamed exceffively his own regiment for not marchmg on -
the firft ﬁre, which had they done, and the troops been lefs intoxi-
cated, it is probable that very few of the Englith detachment would
have efcaped. He endeavoured to fix the fault on Mr. Bufly, who
juftified himfelf by the delay of Mr. Lally’s orders, without which,
according to the regulations of the fervice, the regiment could not
march ; and then Bufly led them. Mr. Lally regtetted exceedingly
the lofs of Saubinet and the Count D’Eftaign, and with reafon ; for
the one poﬂéﬁ’ed all the qualities of an able generidl;-and the othet of
an aétive partizan.
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Viezw few cafes permit a ftrong fally from the garrifon at the
opening of a fiege ; the prefent was in fome meafure juftified by the
fuppofition that the enemy’s troops were intoxicated and in confufion :
_but, notwithftanding the ardour of the onfet, it left no advantageous
impreffion of the firmnefs of the garrifon with the French officers ;

and Murphy, one of the moft experience, propofed that a general .

affault fhould be made on the town in the enfuing night, in four
divifions, and offered to lead the principal attack himfelf. - It was
“lucky for them that his advice was not followed.

The next day the French army began to prepare theéir batteries,
but in fituations concealed by houfes from the view of the ramparts ;
however, the motions to and fro left little doubt where they were
at work, and thells as well as thot were-fired at intervals throughout
the day to interrupt them ; although fparingly, except when certain
of effec ; and this prudent thrift was obferved throughout all the
days, until they opened their batteries : but their artillery which had
embarked for the fiege was fill at a diftance at fea, and on the day
of the fally a party of*four companies of Sepoys, detached with
Lieutenant Airey by Captain‘ Prefton from Chinglapet, took the
only 13 inch mortar, which was coming by land : it was efcorted by
150 Sepoys ; they were intercepted and defeated between Sadrafs and
Cobelong* but Airey, having-no bullocks to draw off the mortar,
ruined it as well as he could, and left it on the road. ‘

Intelligenice had been received, that epgof the veflels which had,

been laden with artillery at Alamparva, was detained at anchor off:
the point of Conimere, about 1§ miles to the South of Sadrafs, by
the contrary wind and current ; and a Dutch Snow being in the road
of Madrafs, it was refolved to equip and employ her, to attack the
French veflel ; accordingly 20 failors belonging to the fquadron who
had been lately exchanged, and 40 of the marines left by M
Pococke, were fent on board under the command of a naval officer
of experience ; but-juft as he was going to weigh, the failors refufed
to ferve, pretending that they knew the French fhip was much foo
ftrong for them ; an which they were relanded on the 1oth, and
the attempt was relinquifhed.

" The
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‘The experience of the very few days that the fort 'had/.lgggnfi'n-
~——'  vefted, had convinced the Nabob of the increafing inconveniences
which he and his family would fuffer by continuing in it through
the fiege ; and the garrifon ftill' more withed to be freed fromthe
ufelefs confumption and embarraflment of his retinue, which_ con-
fited of 400 men, with 200 horfes, befides other cattle, who,
neverthelefs, could not decently be difmiffed whilft he remained.
It was therefore refolved, with mutual fatisfattion, that he thould pro-
ceed by fea with his wife, women, and children, and their immediate ~
attendants, on board the Dutch fnow, which was to land them at the
Dutch fettlement of Negapatam ; from whence, being in the Tan-
jore country, they might proceed fecurely to Tritghinopoly. They:
embarked, attended by.one of the council, on the night of the 20th,
and before morning were out of fight ; the Nabob’s dependants were
then told, that they might provide for their own fafety, and in a
few nights moft of them quitted the town.

On the 16th at night, a fally was made to the north by 40 Euro-
peans, and as many Sepoys ; but they were difcovered before they
got clear of the glacis, and returned without firing. Two fallies
were made on the night of the 1gth : the one by 20 Europeans and
30 Sepoys, under the command of Enfign Bonjour, who proceeded
to the northward under the beach to the firft houfes beyond the
efplanade, when fome of the Sepoys cried out they faw horfe, and
giving a fcattering fire] took flight, which obliged the Europeans,
. after giving theirs, to retreat likewife, but, before they were out of

reach, they received the enemy’s, by which one was killed and two
wounded. ‘The other fally was of 1000 Sepoys, under the com-
mand of Jemaul Saheb, to the fouthward ; they were to beat up a
guard pofted at the garden-houfe, and then proceed to St. Thomé,
i order to feize a piece of battering cannon whigh was waiting
there for bullocks, under the-efcort of a company of Sepoys: they
marched over the Triplicane-bridge, but had fearagly got into the St.
‘Thomé Road, when they received a fire from the firft enclofure on
the left, which threw the whole body inte a panick, and all exs
cepting
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cepting 20 ‘ot 40 returned into the fort, and none of them- had re-
ceived a wound. ' '.
” On the 21t another detachment of 1000 Sepoys with 20 Euro-
~pasns fallied at 10 o'clock in the day, under the conduct of Lieu-
tenant Balantyne and Enfign Crowley, in order to beat up a party
with 2 guns which were reported to be pofted at the pagoda in the
village of Triplicane about a mile to the fouth of the fort. They
croffed the bar of the Triplicane river, and proceeded driving feveral
“{mall Sepoy guards before them to the pagoda ; where, not finding
either the patty or the guns they were fecking, th:y turned into the
St. Thomé road, and crofling it, marched alon? e other road, which
“~Jeads to the Chouitry-plain, intending to a. ack the enemy’s guards
on the outfide of  the enclofures near the village of Chindadrepettah ;
but before they arrived on the plain 300 Europeans were reported ad-
vancing from Triplicane river, on which the detachment marched back
to the bridge, and returned by the ftrand of the river to the bar, where
a company of grenadiers were waiting to cover their retreat. 'Whilit
this detachment was abroad, two pieces of battering cannon, drawn
by a great many bullocks and coolies, were perceived crofling from
the village of Chindadrepettah to the s. w. towards the black town,
and bemng within random fhot of the weftern baftions feveral cannon
were fired upon them, which foon ftopt the bullocks and cgolies,
and one of the guns funk to the axle-tree in the mud; upon which

300 Sepoys, encouraged by the promife of a reward, marched with

Jemaul Saheb to {pike up thefe guns: on their appearz;ntc the
drivers caft off and hurried away the bullocks, ‘and the coolies ran
. away ; but before the Sepoys got to the bridge, which leads to
Egmore, 200 European horfe, followed by fome infantry, appeared
advancing from the camp in the black town ; on which the party
was recalled inte the fort. : '

On the 17th, all the Englifh prifoners that had been taken at the
fally were lent away for Pondicherry. They were 10d, and were
J e(cgrted by 150 of the European horfe, 40 European foot, and 500

Sepoys. ‘They moved flowly, and proceeded towards Sadrafs, by the

toad near the fea fhore, which pafleth by Cobelong, where they were
s halting

December, -



Book L

Tur War or COROMANDEL. ;

1750, halting on the 19th Captain Prefton, zealous to.recover the pri-
{foners, marched in the mght of the 19th, with the greateﬁ part of
the garrifon of Chinglapet, fo intercept them. - His party was only
8o Europeans, 400 Sepoys, and two field-pieces. They crofled=the
country, and halted at 10 o’clock next day fix miles to the fouth of
Sadrafs. A channel of 20 miles in length extends from Cobelong
to within three miles of Sadrafs, and has at each extremity an open-
ing to the fea, from which it receives its water, and at times enough
to overflow the country a mile a-crofs, in which ftate it was at:
prefent. Befides the road leading from Cobelong to Sadrafs along
the {ea fhore, there is another within the mundation, and Prefton
remaining where he had halted fent half his fogce over the water -
with lieutenant Airey, to wait for the enemy-on the other road ; two
hours after appeared a body of 400 Sepoys, with fome black horfe,
whom Prefton kept at a diftance and difperfed ; and in the evening,
Airey’s party returned without any tidings of the efcort, which had
pafied on to Sadrafs before he croffed the water, on which Prefton
marched back to his garrifon, where he arrived the next day.

‘The commandant Mahomed Iffoof, after having been detained
three days at Outatore by the rains, arrived on-the 29th of No-
vember at Thiagar, where he was joined by the killidar, Kiftnarow,
with 250 horfe, and rooo foot ; ,and Mahomed Iffoof himfelf had
enlifted 100 horfe on the road. Their forces marched on the firft of
December, and invefted Elavanafore, which ftands ten miles to the
weft of Thiagar. There were in the fort two companies of Sepoys
belonging to the French, with a lieutenant, Dumefnil, and three
other Europeans, a ferjeant, and two gunners, and two ﬁeld-pleces
this garrifon defended themfelves until the clofe of the evening,
when they furrendered. Fifty of the Sepoys took fervice with Ma-
homed Iffloof ; the reft were difarmed and permitted to go where
they pleafed, but the four&uropeans were fent to Tritchinopoly :
fome ftores and ammunition were found in the fort. Tle next day
Kiftnarow went away with his own troops to get plunder, and on
the 7th burnt a village in fight of Fort St. David; but Mahorhed

Iffouf did not move until thNth when he proceeded te Tricolore,
4 a for-
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~a fortified pagoda, ten miles to the north of Elavanafore.- On the  1758.
6th, he was joined by 200 horfe, 1500 Collerics, and 250 Peons, o
fent by the polygar Tondiman, and the ‘day after attacked the W
_sagoda, in which were three companics of Sepoys, who defended it
with much a&ivity until eight at night, when they offered to {ur-
render provided they were permitted to march away with their
arms and effecs ; and having already killed 15 and wounded 55 of
Mahomed Ifloof’s troops, he accepted their terms; and then follow-
ing the track of Kiftnarow marched to the eaftward, {preading his
army to ravage the country, all of which, as far as the fea, paid
revenue to the French. On the 15th they appeared at Villenore,
within fight of Pondicherry, and brought fo much terror, that the
inhabitants of the adjacent villages took fhelter in crowds within
the bound hedge. On the 18th they cut the mound of the great
tank at Valdoor, and let out the water to deftroy the cultivations
it 'was referved to fertilize. The fivord was little ufed, but fire
every where, and the cattle were driven away to Tricaloor. Mz,
Lally on hearing of thefe devaftations, fent word to” Mr. Pigot,
that he would retaliate, by putting men, women, and children to
the fword in the territory about Madrafs ; he however forbare to
execute the threat. On the 21t Mahomed Iffoof was joined by
300 horfe from Tanjore, not furnifhed by the king, but hired there
with his permiflion, by Mahomcd Ifloof’s agents : on the fame day
Kiftnarow returned with all his troops to Thiagar. The next,
Mahomed Iffoof began his march from Villaporum to the \north=
ward, ftill continuing his ravages. Rajahfaheb, with a confiderable
body of horfe, had been for. fome time at Conjeveram, waiting te
prote& thofe diftri@s from his excurflons, and on his approach
 eroffed the Paliar, and advanced to Salavauck, as feemingly with in-
tention to give him battle; but on better intelligence of his force,
took thelter under the guns of Vandiwgth. Lambert was alfo on
the other fide of the Paliar with 400 Sepoys, 25 Eutopeans, and
ewo guns, but on the fame information marchied round and ftopt at
two days diftance in his rear. On the 2 sth Mahomed Iffoof with

his army joined Captain Prefton at Chinglapet.
Vor. 1L Fff Or
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© On the 22d the Harlem, fo long expecied by the enemy, anchored
in the evening at Onore, three leagues to ths.north of the black

town, The next day, the Thames, laden with all kinds of pro-
vifions, arrived in.the road from Vizagapatam ; the wind was high.
and the fhip had but twe anchors, and in the next forenoon parted
from that by which fhe was riding, before one that was coming
from the fhore on a catamaran could reach her; and the Harlem
getting under weigh from Onore at the fame time, fhe ftood out to
fea, intending to régain the road in the evening, but before night
was driven out of fight to leeward. She brought the news of the
- viftory gained by Colonel Forde at Pedipore over the French troops
with Mr. Conflans, which the fort anounced to the enemy by 2
- guns pomnted upon their quarters from the northern baftions, and the
fire of the whole garrifon drawn up in the covered way. The next
day the Harlem ftopped and feized a veflel trading from the norward,
laden with 1000 bags of rice, of which the French camp was much
in want. The artillery brought by the Harlem was not fufficient
to fupply the intended batteries ; but feveral cannon and mortars of
thofe unladen from the Diligent and Expedition at Alamparvah; and
brought in boats from thence to San Thomé, pafled every day from
this place to the camp in the black town, and generally acrofs the
plain of Egmore, within fight of the fort ; but fince the fally of the
Sepoys on the 211, the efcorts were too ftrong to be attacked by
~any parties which the garrifon could with prudence rifque at that
diftanice. But the ftock of gun-powder neceflary for the batteries
was not yet completed 5 for this was brought the whole way from
Pondicherry or Alamparvah, by land ; and for the want of bullocks

with much delay.
The commandant Mahomed Iffoof on his arrival at Chinglapet

(M'parched the greateft part of his horfe, which were now near 1ooo,
to ravage and d:ﬁroy the country about Conjeveram, from which
éhe' French government drew revenues, and their atiny before
Madrafs, provifions. On the 9,7th he marclied himfelf with his -«
fantry, intenditig according to inftradions he had received from Mr.

Pigat, to furprize the Frencl tioops which were quartered in the
town
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.. town of San Thomé ; but Captain Prefton thinking this a-hazardous 1758.
enterprize, refolved to participate in it, and accompanied him with Dm
8o Europeans, two field-pieces, and fix companies of Sepoys, from O

~his garrifon. They arrived at the Mount on the 29th, and were
rejoined the fame day by the hotfe from Conjeveram :. during the
enfuing night, a detachment of soo Europeans, of which 100 were
cavalry, 600 Sepoys, and 8oo black horfe, marched from the black
town and other pofts, under the command of Mr. Soupire, and at
day-break the next morning had paffed the village of Sidapet, and
were within fight of the Mount before their approach was known ;
however, the adtivity of Prefton and Mahomed 1floof ftopt the effects

. of the furprize, and in a few minutes the troops from both their
camps were in march : the enemy halted and began to cannonade,
which was returned and continued uatil 10 o'clock, when Captain
Prefton fecing an advantage, made a puth with the Chinglapet
troops, and {eized two of their guns, whilft Mahomed Iffoof with
his kept the main body at bay and prevented them from making an
effort to refcue them ; however, the enemy retreated in good order to
Sidapte for thegreateft part of Mahomed Ifloof’s cavalry were, if pofiible,
worfe than the black horfe with the French, and few of either
ventured within arm’s length of each other. Fifteen of the French
Furopeans, with {ome of their Sepays and horfes, were left dead on
the plain, but they carried away their wounded, of whom fifteen
were troopers ; moft of this execution was done by the field;pieces ; |
the Chinglapet troops loft only one European, but feveral é&mys;
and more of Mahomed Iffoof’s Sepoys with fome of his horfemen,
were killed and wounded : ‘Loth Prefton’s and Mahomed Iloof's di-
vifions continued at the mount. ] . - e
At break of day the next meorniiig, 1000 Sepoys, with the
troop of hotfe, fallied from the garriton of Fort St. George by
the fouthern gate, in order to beat up the guards at the bar of
the river, the garden-houfe, and the village of Triplicane, which
they effected without oppefition they . likewife interc&plcd e R
. * tagpy or letter-carrier, coming with many to the French army, !
which gave information of the arrival of a veffel at Pondicherry
‘from the iland of Mawitius with' o chefts of filver. This
Fffa day
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day clofed the year. Mr. Lally intended to open the next with
his firft fire againt the fort; but the preparations to equip a large
detachment intended to attack the troops with Prefton and Mahomed
Ifioof, deferred the battery to the 2d of January. Vi,
The French, whilft in pofleflion of Fort St. George, after taken
by Labourdonnais, had made feveral improvements and additions to-
the flight works they found, which neverthelefs, rendered the fort
little capable of long refiftance againft the regular approaches of an
European enemy ; nor had they given any extenfion to the internal
area, which did not exceed 5 acres of ground. Neverthelefs, the
* Englith let the place remain in the flate they received it from the
French in 1751, until the beginning of the year 1756 ; when the
expectation of another war with that nation, ‘and the reports of the
great preparations making in France aganft India, dictated the ne-
ceflity of rendering it completely defenfible.  Accordingly all the
coolies, labourers, and tank diggers, which the adjacent country
could fupply, were from this time conftantly employed on the for-
tifications ; their daily number generally amounted to 4000 men,’
women, and children, who had continued on the works until lately
driven away by the approach of the French army from Conjeveram,.
An addition had been projefted in the year 1743 by the engineer
Mr. Smith, father of Captain Jofeph Smith, which included as.
much ground as the former area of the fort : the ditch which marked
its limits was then dug and faced with brick, and was {upplied with
water by a communication with the northern river, which at that
time ran along the foot of the ancient waii to the weft; but on
dccount: of the expence; nothing was ‘then raifed above the furface,
and the naked ditch remained wien Delabourdonn®is came before
Q the town, neither an obftmnéion nor an advantage to his attack, It
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was in the fame condition in 1756, when the new works were re-
: folved on; and tbp plan of Mr. Smith having been approved by Mr..
*"‘??:’; Robins, the fortifications on this fide were raifed in conformity to
i that projection. T'o join the new rampart with the old baftion to.
the s.w. and to gain the ground in the new area which was oceu-

. ‘ pied by the river, its bed was filled up, beginning from the s. w..
J baftion, with earth dog from the edge of the rifing ground of the
& black.
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black town to the north-weft,which the excavation removed 40 yards
farther from the works : but only two-thirds of the bed of the river
under the old wall had been choaked up. The river ftopped in its
former channel, was direGed in another, which environed the weft
and part of the fouth face of .the new works, wathing in {ome
places the foot of the glacis, until it rejoined its former bed at the
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head of the fpit of fand. The old wall of the weftern fide fill re- -

mained as a retrenchment to capitulate on, in cafe the outward fhould
be carried. The new eatention on this fide comprized three large
baftions and their out-works. = The fouthern of thefe three baftions
communicated with the old baftion, which ftood before on the s.w.
angle, by the curtain raifed acrofy the formet chanel of the river ;
and this curtain encreafed the fouth face of the fort from 1 goto 210
- yards. Neverthelefs, the works on t.s fide were much lefs de-
fenfible than thofe to the weft and north 5 hut the furface of water
an(fquagmire in the river before it, renderea this front inacceflible,
excepting by the labours of a much greater army, than the prefent
attack. The ground on the north of the fort gave the befieger much
more advantage than on the other fides 3 and this face was therefore
frengthened in proportion : the two former baftions and ran part,
as improved and left by the French, were fuffered to remain, buc

the ditch and glacis which they had dug and raifed, were, theone
filled up, and the other removed further out, ta admit better works,

In the front of the N.w, baftion was raifed another capable of mount-
ing 28 guns; each of the faces were 100 yards i length, and a
battalion inight be d=awn up on its rampart, although a large
vacancy was left in the yorge, or back part, to wereafe the in-
terval towards the former baiti.» behind, which this was intended
to cover 3 it was trom its fuperior ftrength called the royal baftipn.
A demi baftion corefponding with thegayal was raifed before the
old .. baftion, that ftood on the ﬁeacfi'bﬁﬂhgjba which however
thie demi byftion did not entirely envelop § g if*ﬁ:l It hand or eaft:
fate extending ina line parallel to the fea, adjoined to the fhoulder
angle of the nothern face of the old baftion, leaving this fuce free to fire
forward, but confining the extent of ground it commanged to the fame
width as the {pace between the eaft face of the demibaftion and the feas;

4 to
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1759.  to the weftwat¥l, the old baftion had two guns clear of the demi
“jm-‘ baftion, which fupplied the defence on this fide by four guns in the
¥ flank, and 7 in its northen face. The two new baftions commu-
teated with each other by abroad fauffebray that pafled along the

foot of the old rampart and baftions ; this fauflebray was.defended

by a ftout parapet feven fect high, which adjoined to the flanks of the

new baftions. The ditch on this front was dry, becaufe the ground

here was feven feet higher than the level of the canal which fupplied

the ditches to the weft and fouth ; but a Cuvette or trench feven feet

deep and 25 feet broad was dug the wh<' length of the ditch, which

before the fauflebray was 180 feet wide, and before the baftions, ninety.

'The covered way of this front was broad .and well pallifaded, and con-

&l tained between the two bafti 4s a large raveliu capable of 18 guns,
" g in each of its faces. The glacis was excellent, and little was
wanting to compleat the defences on this fide, excepting mines,

" _ which the want o ume and bricklayers had not allowed. The
weftern face h~4 likewife its covered way palifaded, and glacis, and
contained three ravelins, of which that in the middle was the largeft.

‘The e-fern face extended along the beach of the fea within twenty

vh.as of the furf, but fhips could not approach near enough to batter

it with any effe@ ; and no guns could be brought to bear upon it by

land. Before the fea gate, which ftands in the middle of the cur-

tain, was a battery of thirteen guns; fifty yards on the right of this

battery was a platform of old ftanding, with 14 guns to return falutes,

which had hitherto been left without a parapet : the original curtain,
although nothing more than a brick wall.f.u« feet thick, had never

been ftrengthened; but a trench fix seet deep, and 1o wide, had

lately been dug before it 5 and. « Jich with palifadoes was intended

to have been carried round the battery and the platform, but had not

liten exeeuted at either. T'hé only danger on this fide was frém a

{udden affault or furprize, which could rarely come by boats landing
unawares acrofs the furf; but alwiys, and with eafe, by a body of

men pafling on the ‘edge of it by either of the baftions at the extre-

imitless to prevent which, 2" row of anchors, backed by palifades, and
a trénch
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2 trench were extended from the neck of each baftion quite into
the furf; No buildings, excepting (heds, had beén raed in the
‘new ground taken in to the weftward ; and in thofe of the old,
"¢ bomb-proof lodgments were not (ufficient for the fecurity of the
garrifon. | | :
‘The firft appearance of any work done by the enemyhagl been difcern-
ed in the morning of the ;8th of December, when Lally’s regiment
had compleated a breaft-work clofe to the fea, 580 yards from the
covered way 3 1t was fheltered by houfes on the right, but open in
front to a dire& fire from the north-eaft and demi baftions : from
this breaftwork they continued a trench by two zig zags 185 y_urdé
nearer the fort, which brought the trench 40 yards upon the efpla-
nade : here they began a battery intended for many guns, which
extended from the beach, parallel to the fame fire as the breaft-work,
and behind this battery on the right they raifed another for fix mor-
tars, which they compleated by the end of the month ; but the con-~
ftant fire of the fort h
from opening any embrafures in the battery for the cannon, becaufe
they had not enough ready for this, and another battery of 5% guns,
which the regiment of Lorrain had on their fide compleated i the
opening of a fireet on the tifing ground to the Weﬁwal'd_”ﬁhich o
gladed the face of the royal baftion, and the covered way before it 5
behind this battery were two mortars impradently fheltered by the
rubbifh of houfes, which had been demolifhed for the J\\:rpoﬁ;,,

The garriﬁm called this the Lorrain, and the other ‘byt g fea,

Lally’s battery.
At break of day, oo the 20 of January,
gan to.fire both its cannon and mw rtars, which were {oon followed by,

four thirteen-inch mortars from Lally’s, which threw their thells ‘in
vollies all togethcr. The fort returned with thells as well ap.ﬂuot

upon the

of the old nort : :
difmotunted two of the Lerrain guns, and obliged them to withdraw

the other four; but againit the mortars, either here or at Lal-ly;r,
\ the

Ad retarded -their work and prevented them

the Lorrain battery bes-

=

Lorrain battery with 11 guns, four on the weft face of the
Royal, five -on the flank of the Demi, and two on the weft flank
h-eaft baftion ¢ this {uperiority n leis than an heur
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the fire of the defences could have little effet, excepting by luck, fince
they were concealed and defended, as ufual; by a high and firong
parapet : this annoyance, therefore, continued until feven in the
evening, during which time only 8o fhells had been thrown from
both, all of which fell about the middle of the inhabited part of the
fort, where ftood the government houfe, againft which they feemed
to have been ‘aimed, and two went through the upper roof: much
mifchief was alfo done to the adjoining buildings ; but not a fingle
perfon was either killed or wounded by their fall or explofions, nor
had any one fuffered by the cannon fhot of the morning,

- Asfoon as the might clofed, feveral of the principal European-
women, with their children, were fent away in three mafloolah
boats, to refide under the proteGion of the Putch fettlement at Sa-
drafs; they had not been gone two hours before intelligence was re-
ceived from Captain Prefton, that a French detachment had fur-
prized the fort of Sadrafs, taken poffeflion of the town, and made
the garrifon and all the Dutch inhabitants prifoners; but it was too
late to recall thie Mafloolahs. Amnother letter from Prefton, which
came in he norning, gave information of an acion which he had
fuftamned the day before.

The town of San Thomé was become a poft of great confequence
to the French army. The remains of an ancient ditch and bad
ground round moft parts of the town, with the river and the
Englifh redoubt to the fouth, fecured it feom furprize, unlefs at-
tempted by very fuperior numbers. They accordingly made the
town the ftation of their boats, as well ~+ Jie temporary repofitory
of their convoys coming by land, <. . had likewife eftablithed in it
one of the hofpitals of their ~-.ip: but the jun&ion of Mahomed
Ifioof’s troops, with Prefton’s, rendered the maintenance of the
town an objeét of much greater doubt and folicitude, than when it
was only expofed to fallies from the garrifon of Fort St. George ;
and the body of French troops which had engaged Prefion and Ma-
homed Hioof at the mount on the zoth of December retreated im-
mediately after the aftion to San Thomé., The day after the ac-
tion Prefton received intelligence that the partizan, Lambert, wag

) advancing
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advancing from the fouth, with a large quantity of ftores anda firong
efcort ; on which he moved from the Mount, in order to intercept
them, and encamped at Trivambore, which 1s a village with a pa~
goda, Gtuated two miles to the fouth of San Thomé, and one fromy
the fea thore. He was followed by the troops of Mahomed Ifloof;
it having been agreed, in order to prevent . jealoufies as ‘well as
confufion, that the two commands fhould move andvencamp in fe-
parate bodies. The troops of Mahomed Iffoof confiftediof 3500 foot,
oo horfe, with three bad field-pieces; they encamped to the north
of the village, and extended almoft to the {ea, with their front to-
wards San Thomé, Captain Preflon, with his divifion, whiclt con-
fifted of 6oo Sevoys, with 8o Europeans, and two bral3 three-

G
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pounders, pitched their tents to the fouth, looking out for Lambert

towards Sadrafs. Mr. Lally, apprehenfive that they intended to
attack San Thomé, encreafed the European infantry there to soo
rank and file, and the European horfe to 1 50. Mr. Soupire command-
ed, and leaving all the black troops, whether horfe ¢ Sepoys, marched

at three in the morning with the Europeans only, whe w.re 650 horfe

and foot, and without ficld-pieces, Half an hour before day they fell
en the camp of Mahomed Iffoof, which had gained no warning of their
approach. 'The furprize and confufion was {o great, that Mahomed
Ifloof himfelf efcaped at the back of his tent, ‘and his twops fled
every way under the enemy’s fire, which lafted fifteen minutes witle-
out interruption ; during which Prefton turned out his line, and fent
forward his piquets to difcover, who returned without pereéiving
any figns of troops to"i:~ fouth ; at the fame time the crond of fu-
gitives thewed that the enemj <ere in pofieffion of Mahomed Ifioof’s
camp, and Prefton, judging that":~ir order muft have been much
broken by the onfet, the attion, the darknefs, and the interrtptions
fpread over the ground, immediately refolved to attack them ; and
marching with his whole divifion at the back of the village to the
weftward, tame on the flank of Mahomed Ifloof’s camp, almoft as
foon as his approach was diftovered ; where the French treops,

thinking they had routed all their enemies, were colle@ing the Fhmx- g
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1759 . der; nor could the officers recall them to any order, before the fire .-
of Prefton’s divifion, led by his two field-pieces loaded with grape,
feoured through the camp, and his mufketry was augmented by the
return of the beft of Mahomed Hiooff’s Sepoys. Neverthelefs,
fome of the enemy in different parties endeavoured to rally ; but, hav-
ing no ftrong or colletted fire to return, they fell, the more they ven-
tured to make refiftance, and all at length broke in confufion; but
when at fome diftance the officers prevailed on them to ftop, and:
they marched off in order. They had got pofleffion of the two field-
picces, of Mahomed Ifioof’s divifion, but did not tarry to draw them
off. Thirty-fix of their Europeans were counted dead; of whom
one was a captain, and another a lieutenant. Of the Englifh troops:

“in both actions two Europeans were killed and fix wounded ; of the

~ Sepoys 60, and 121 ; but only threc of the black cavalry, and
five horfes' were killed. On a review at three o’clock in the
afternoon, only 700 of Mahomed Hloof’s Sepoys were numbered ;
all the reft of his sroops, cavalry, colleries, and fepoys, on a fuppo-
fition. that P.etton’s divifion had been as eafily routed as themfelves,
fled acrofs the country, nor thought themfelves fafe before they
got under the guns of Chinglapett, and according to their example
the market-people ran away with their bullocks and provifions, of
which there was not fufficient for one meal left in the camp; and
this want obliged the troops which remained to march away the fame
evening with the appearance of defeat as far as Vendaloor, in order
to meet a fupply from Chinglapett.

The fuperior fire of the fort in the morpi~,, determined the enemy
to wait until they could renew the (*lack with lefs difproportion..
On the 4th a {mall floop laden »<4 ftores: and ammunition worked
through the road and anchored near the Harlem, and maffoolas had
every day pafied between St. Thomé and the black fown. At day-
hreak on the 6th, a volley of fix mortars were thrown from Lally’s
Battery, as a fignal of preparation, and they were the firfty either thot
or thell, which the enemy had fired fince their mortars ceafed on the
evening of the 2d, although the jort had conftantly fired both to'in-
terrupt their work. = At fun-rife they commenced a regular canno-
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nade and. bombardment, which confifted of feven guns and fix latge . 1759.
mortars from . Lally’s, and feven guns, with a howitz, from the
Lorrain battery, with the two mortars in this quarter, which; how-
_ever, fired but feldom. Although the Lorsain battery fired only from
feven embrafures, it had been augmented' to ten, of which the ad-
ditional four were in areturn, or extending from an angle to the right
of the other fix, and bore upon Pigot’s, the next baftion on the weft
front to the left of the royal. ‘The enemy’s fire, both of ihot
and thells, was direGted more againft the-buildings than againft

- the works. The fort returned on Lally’s battery 11 guns from the
old north-eaft baftion, the north ravelin, and the royal baftion.
Againft the Lorrain battery, likewife, eleven guns, four from the
royal baftion, two from the north-weft curtain near Pigot’s baftion,
and three from. the center ravelin called St. George’s on the weft :
but more guns bore upon the batteries, if it had been neceffary to
ufe them, o

The enemy’s mortars continued through the night, and were re- .
joined in the morning by the cannon of the preceding day, and two
more, from a battery intended for four, which was raifed on the ef=
planade, adjoining to the weft-fide of the burying-grouiid, about
400 yards to the weft of Lally’s battery, and almoft in the perpen-
dicular of the N.w. or falient angle of the royal baftion, from
which it was diftant 450 yards, ‘The two guns, now opened in the
burying ground, bore upon the weft face of the north ravelin and on
the weft flank of the old ~. &. baftion. The enemy’s cannon \fill
continuing to point high, did little damage tq the works,but the
buildings, much damageahefore, fuffered greatly by ‘the fall of

“their fhells. At the twilighy «of the next day, the 8th of the
month, the three mafloolas which 13d been fent with the Eng-
lith women to Sadrafs, landed at the fort. ‘The French being in
poffeffion of Sadrafs had feized thefe boats, laden, them with 5o "
barrels of -gunpowder, and feveral other military ftores, ,and fent
them with the fame boatmen guarded by a French {oldier in
each, to their own army in the black town. At four in the moth-
ing when oppofite to the fort, each of the foldiers had fallen fait
aflcep, on which the boatmen con erted in their own language with
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the certainty of not being underftood, although overheard ; and hav-
ing firlt poured water into the ﬁrelocks, overpowered and bound the
{foldiers, and then landed the boats§ at the fea gate.  This uncommon
inftance of fidelity and {pirit in men, who are deemed a mean and
outcaft race, was rewarded and encouraged by paying them imme-
diately the full value of the gunpowder and ﬁores
The enemy’s mortars renewed at m1dmght and at day-break thelr
cannon, with two pieces more, mounted in the battery at the bury-
ing ground. In the afternoon they fet fire to a warehoufe near the s. &,
battion, full of faltpetre and brimiftone, which could not be extin-
guithed for feveral hours; . during which the enemy plied the fpot,
where the black column of {fmoke arofe, with fhells and plunging
" fhot, which did no damage. Lieutenant Brooke, a diligent officer
in the amllery, was killed by a cannon ball in the demi-baftion.
The enemy’s fhip Diligent, reladen with artillery and all kind of
ftores, anchored in the morning off the black town, having been 30
days in working aleng the coalt from Alamparva, although the
ftreipht diftance 1s not 60 miles.
The fame fire, but more frequent on both fides, continued on the
oth, thie enemy’s mortars ftill againft the buildings ; but-their cannon,
~whichin the'two preceding dayshad only filenced two guns,inthisdif-
abled or difmounted five, and tweo mortars. In the night, befides the
ufadl repairs, five embrafures were cut through the glacis of the {a-
lient angle before the demi-baftion, pointing obliquely againft Lally’s
battery, and guns were mounted an them: but Lally’s, neverthelefs,
difmounted two guns on the demi-baftion themext day; andon the
vuth all the five towards the land enithe old x. 5. baftion were dif-
abled by this and the Lm‘run battes,. Early this rnornmg the enemy
likewife opened two more guus in a ricochet battery intended for four,
which they had raifed near the Englith hofpital, on the rif ing ground
-frnnlmg thecenter ravelin on the weft fide of the fort, againft which,
"lowever, it was not intended tofire, but to enfilade the royal baftion
it likewife bore upan part of the north-weft curtain towards Pigot's.
Notwithitanding this battery ftocd at a much greater diftance from
-l‘hz.ﬁ;rt, than any of °theotb it “arve, 3t was more expofed than cither
af
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of them to a fally ; for none of their guns had embrafures, but fired,
plunging over the parapet, and the guard might be beaten up, and the
guns {piked, before fuccour could arrive from the neareft of the
.enemy’s quarters:: aware of this they had carried on a trench, from
the end of the fireet through which Draper had marched, to the foot
“of the bridge, which crofied the ground fronting the ‘battery, and

(%7 59-
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a picquet guard was conftantly kept in the trench, teady to give -

the alarm. They had likewife began a breaft-work at the bar of
the Triplicane river to the fouth, in, order to annoy the black people
and cattle, which were fheltered on the fpit of fand at the foot of
the glacis on this fide; and as many inconveniences would entue
from their difperfion, it was refolved to drive the enemy from the
ibreaft-work. :

Accordingly a detachment. of zoo Europeans, of which half were
grenadiers, and 400 Sepoys, marched under the command of Major

Brereton, between four and five m the morning, whilft it was fll

«dark : when arrived at the bar they received a fire from fome Se- '

poys pofted behind the unfinifhed parapet, which killed one and
~vounded two of the grenadiers 3 but,"as the Sepoys immediately dif=
appeared, the Gire was not returned, andthe detachment procéeded

through the caco-nut groves to the left, without megting any other

oppofition, until they came into the lane which leads into the St.

“Thomé road, along the garden wall of the governor’s houfe, when
a ‘trooper, fent forward, difcovered a party of the enemy drawn upt

at the end of the lane, with a field-piece. “On this intelligeros the '

advanced guard of grenadiers marched up brifkly, fired, and pufh-
ing on, received the difchaize of the gundoadad with grape, as well
as the mufketry that -fapportél sit, by which five «of them were
wounded, and heutenant Robfon moizally 3 the reft, neverthelefs,
feized the gun before the enemy had time to fire it again, who took
fhelter in a houfe and garden on their mght, fiem whence their fire
killed threz Sepoys and wounded twa, with an European, before they
were diflodged. It was yet fearcely twilight, and es the grenadiers.
were drawing off the gun, ]emaul' Saheb, the commandant of the Se-

poys, who had been prying in the 3§ ’:m'w 9‘,2“5 sond, difvoveredanother
-~ e
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17 59. gun alittle below the garde‘n-hbufe, and appearing' jealous of the
@ ﬂm honour, was permitted to {eize and bring ‘it off with'a party of Se-
" poys only, which they effected without receiving any return to their
firft fire.  The detachment marched back the fame way they had
come, and arrived in the fort at {un-rife with the two guns, and five
Buropean prifoners, one of whom was an officer feverely wounded.
Previous to this, two other; but flight fallies had been mades; the
‘one to the n: w. bridge, which fired into the enemy’s trench before
the hofpital battery 5 ‘the other, to difturb the workmen in the zig-
‘zags to 'the northward ; this party advanced to the head of the work,
killed a centinel, and brought away two or three mufkets, without
* any lofs. ‘Theenemy’s mortars flackened this day, butthe fire of their
cannon continued with as much vivacity as before, and difabled four
guns, which as ufual were replaced before the next morning.

By this time it was evident that the enemy intended to dire& the
ftrefs of their attack againft the two northern baftions, which dic-
tated the neceffity of fecuring them with additional defences: ac-
cordingly a palifade was begun in the ditch on the hither fide of the
cuvette, to extend quite rmﬁ;ﬂnthe demibaftion ; a blind, or ram-
part of earth, at 3o yards diffance, in the ditch befote the n. E.

“baftion ; and .a fafcine battery of f{ix guns, on the ftrand between
the eaft curtain and the fea, a little in the rear of the thoulder angle
of this baftion. Early the next morning, which was the 1 3th, a fhell
from the fort fet fire to fome huts behind Lally’s battery, which
fpreading, caught a magazine, and blew it up, with a number of
londed bombs : no fire paffed this day either from or againft the
N. E. or demi baftions ; and no gun was difihounted in any part of
the fort ; but the enemy doubled rhé number of their workmen in
the zig zag, who were interiupted as much as poffible by what fire
bore upon them from the royal baftion, the north ravelin, and the
embrafures of the falient angle before the demi-baftion ; in theight
the enemy fired with a field-piece loaded with grape, frop: the head
.of their worksy on & {mall party pofted near this angle, under the co-
ver of a boat, and wounded thred of them, on which the reft g«

tired into the covered way.

In
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““f1 the morning of the 14th, the enemy opened a battery of three.  :750:
mortars between Lally’s and the burying-ground, but in the rear of ‘ :
both, and concealed by the houfes between them, from the fight of
the fort : their fire this day difabled a mortar and two guns : during
the night a conftant fire of mufketry from ihe, cliveredmays 0GBE
cannon and mortars, from the works of the north front, was kept
upragaintt the enemy’s approaches, and retarded their progrefs. On.
the 1sth, they had 10 guns mounted in Lally’s, and‘kept up.
through the day a fire from 21, befides their 11 mortars as before::
but Lally’s guns did all the mifchief to the works, difmounting two:
guns in the Demi, and two in the north-eaft baftion, and their {hot,,
which flew over, took in flank the three other batteries towards the.
fca, and difmountzd two guns on the fea-gate battery, two on the
‘faluting battery, and one on the s.B. or 'St. Thomé baftion, in" all.
eleven : the fire on the trenches continued through the night, from.
which the enemy, neverthelefs, detached a picquet, which, drove i
the party po{’cedpn the falient angle of the glacis.‘ . X 0
The enemy’s cannonade continued on the 16th, with the addi-
tion of two guns on Lally’s battery, ghich now fired with 12, all
24 or 18 pounders, to which the fort could only oppofe the dlreé
fire of fix of equal weight, which were from the north-eaft and demi.
baftions ; for the guns in the {alient angle of the glacis, and in the
fafeine battery on the ground below, were of inferior calibres; and as it
was conftantly neceflary to employ many men in reinftating the da-
mages of the demi-baftion, a traverfe was raifed to preferve the g\;ns‘iﬂ i
ts flank from the infilading fire of Lally’s; and whilft this and other
work was doing, the three embrafures of its fa¢c to. the right, which.
were open to the fhot of Lally's, were kept clofed until the next day ;
{o that no guns m this baftion were cithgr fired againft, or difmount- |
ed by that battery ; which having the more to ufe againft the other
works difabled of.c on the north-eaft, and obliged the garrifon to with~
draw the Gve guns in the falient angle of the glacis ; and as the trenches
were now rdvanced within so yards, thefe embrafures were filled up; ik
G-+ earth leveled again'to the general flope of the glacis,.
At 11 at night a fally was made fro; aeorge’s or the weft ravelin
" s,
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to fire into the trench extendmg before ' the hofpital battery ; but
the guard there takmg the alarm in txme, 50 men advanced acrofs:
the bridge leading to it, and after a fire given and returned, drove the
pdrty back' mto éhc covered Wiy Ancther fally of r2 Europeans

was made at one in the morning, under the command of enfign
Barnes, againft the head of the enemy’s trenches, into which they
gave their fire, and finding only five or fix men in it, advanced, nutil
a relief of 40 or 5o came up from the rear, who drove them bac&, and
before they regained the covered way, enfign Barhes, with two of
the {oldiers, were killed. Before and after this fally, a conftant fire,
as in the preceding nights, was kept up until morning on the enemy’s
workmen ; whe, notwithftanding thefe interruptions, advanced the
fap above 20 yards.

Even the garrifon acknowledged the ativity of the enemy’s pro-
grefs, and frequent letters had been difpatched, enjoining Captain
Prefton and M-homed 1ffoof to approach, and interrupt their opera~
tions ; but thefe officers were no longer mafters of their own. Re-
treating after the action at Trivambore, they arrived at Vendaloor

“on the gd, where they found feme provifions. Prefton’s divifion was

unimpaired ; of Mahomed Hioof’s, moft of the Tritchinopoly Se-
poys, and 1 go of the new-levied horfe, had rejoined the reft of thofe
who had fled to Chinglapet, who were the 1500 Colleries aifd 500
horfe fent by Tondiman, the 00 horfe from Tanjore, and the fame
number of his own levies; and all thefe troops refufed to march
back from Chinglapett to Vendalore, The kind of warfare for which
they were intended, and only fit, rendered their defertion in the
prefent conjunéture of too much confequence to be negleGted: and
after {everal ineffectual meﬁagcs, the two commanders marched on
the 6th from Vendalore, and jomed them at Chinglapett. On expof~ .
t‘u}atxon, the cavalry in general, pleaded with much complaint, the
lofs, although owing to their own cowardice, of their baggdo/«\ and
eEe&s at Trivambore, and little lefs than declared, that tiy .y had not
engagcd in the fervice, thh the expectation of (,xpohng cheir hotfes
againdi Europeans, but were willing to a& in their ufual Modes;
whyh Prefton  rightly f-ed plunder; and to gratify their

withes;,
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withes, confented to march with them' inte the French diftri&ts
around Conjeveram, in which they continued feveral'days employed
in plunder and ravage; and no thelter grounds ‘prote@ed the eattle
from the fearch of the colleries. On''the v3th, Prefton thinking
they 'had: been fufficiently indulged with booty, began ‘his march
baciz-from ConJeveram, intending to come again in hght of Madrafs;
‘but on the firft halt, all the troops which he ‘had endeavbured with
fo much complacence to conciliate, colleries ‘as well as cavalry,

left bim aud croffed the Paliar. . This {fecond defertion left no doubt

of their inutility, and Prefton refolved not to a& with them any
longer, even if they-fhould return of their own accord; but as the
horfe of Rajahfaheb, who were 800, and the European cavalry of the
‘Erench army, rendered it impoffible for the ‘infantry of both the
Engllﬂl commands, although many, if unfupported by horfe, to con-
tinue near enough to lnrr1fs the enemy’s camp, without more rifque
to themfelves, Prefton refolved to march to Arcot, in order to colleét

a body of better cavalry, of which he heard feveral parties were wait=

ing ready to take fervice on the weftern 'confines ‘of the province.
Mr. Pigot received intelligence of this motion and its inotives on the
16th of the month, but concealed it, as every other which mlght
difpint the garrlfon

The enemy’s fire, continuing the fame on the 17th as the day be-
fore, difmounted three guns' and a’ miortar. Ever' fince the
ninth of the month, two fhips ‘had been feen off St. Thoméj
which had every day weighed - anchor, ‘endeavouring to idet
to the northward, but were conftantly ftemmed by the our-
rent from gaining ground: -vut- this evening they pafled the
road, and joined the three other veflels off the black town,

They were the Expedition, laden with artilley and ftores, which had '

left Pondicherry* on the 12th of December ; and the Briftol of 30

guns, maated with Buropeans, which liad lately arrived there from,

Perfia, and was nnmedlately laden with fhot and fhells for th&

Cad

o
On the morning of the 18th the er emy had compleated  three
more embrafures in Lally’s battery. = iich joining the former on the

Vou. IL. H ah - left,
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left, reached almoft to the furf, and being a little tustied to the
s.w. bore wpon the north ravelin, which beforé night was much im-
paired by them. Neverthelefs, the general fire from the north was
diminifhed, for thefe new embrafures in Lally’s were fupplied with
three guns from other embrafures of the fame battery; and the .
four in the Lorrain, which bore upon the royal baftion, ceafed.=ii=
tirely, and their embrafures were filled up ; but Lally’s affd the
'burying-ground difabled two guns in the demi bafion, (wo in the
north ravelin, amortar in the royal, and rendered the three northern
embrafures of the n.E. baftion unfit for fervice. A party of the
enemy had been employed through the day in raifing a breaftwork
at a little diftance to the left behind their former poft at the bar, and
began to fire from it at dufk with two field-pieces in barbet againft
fome Sepoys poftedon the {pit of fand : their mortars continued firing
vehemently through the day and night, but, as from the beginning
of the bombardment, ftill againft the infide of the fort. Every day
one, two, or! three of the garrifon, and fometimes more, had fuf-
fered by the fire; but on this day five Europeans and three Sepoys
were killed, and five of each wounded. Notwithftanding a con-
frant fire of cannon and {mall arms, wherefoever probable, through
the night, the enemy advanced their zig-zag acrofs. the foot of the
falient angle of the glacis, inclining a little to the left towards -
the furf; and being {o neay, the governor iffued inftrutions to
the officers of the different pofts, how to condu@ themfelves
and difpofe their parties in cafe they fhould affault the out-
works. ) ' -

The next day, which was the 1915 the enemy changed their two
field-pieces to the {fouth for, two eighteen-pounders, from which they
fired thot into the fort :in the forenoon their mufketry in the advanced

" or fecond crochet had fired {martly upon the north ravelin and the
govered way 3 their mortars continved inceflantly through e day,
and fet fire to three buildings in different parts of the fcrt at onge,
but ceafed in the night: during which they only produced thein t1:ed
zig-zag obliquely from the ridge of the glacis to the water mark of the
fea, which was not more thay ¥ s yards, The next day, which was

the

Januvary. -
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the 20th, they fired none of the four guns on Lally’s battery, which
bore on the north=eaft baftion ; but continued with: the feven bearing
on the demi baftion, and the three on' the north ravelin, although
more {paringly ' than ufual, but  thofe in'the burying-oround bat-

tery with more vivacity :-a platform on. the demi baftion, and a -

nievrar on the north ravelin were ruined by fhells : five Europeans
were villed ; and feven, with three Sepoys, wounded, During the
night, they threws few {hot or fhells, and made'but little advance in
their approaches, but enlarged their fecond crochet, and worked hard
in ere@ing a battery, which' projefted from it along their laft or
third zig-zag leading to the crochet which terminated this zig-
zag on the glacis. ‘T'wo {mall fallies ‘were made upon the trenches

during the night; in both of which only'one European was -

killed. ' _
On the 214t the enemy’s batteries remained almoft filent, but the

muiketry in their trenches fired brifkly on all they faw moving. = At
five in the evening, a ferjeant and ten men went out by a fally port i

the eaft curtain, and an officer with 20 by the barrier in the north- .

eaft angle of the covered way, who were followed by 40 pioneers
with their captain : the foldiers advanced to the fecond crochet,
which was only 30 yards from the foot of the glacis ; out of which
their firft fire drove all the troops, who were moftly Sepoys : after
which they maintained the crochet for ro minutes before the guard
of the trenches arrived 5 and during this time the pioneers worked
hard in deftroying the gabions, and what other materials were col-
le@ed for the conftrution of the intended battety : the fally was pre-
ceded and followed by a fire of iuiortars, cannon, and {mall arms from
the fort, upon all whom the alarm brought within fight and reach;
and it was fuppofed with much effett : two ferjeants were killed,
and five of the pioneers wounded ; in the fort one European:and
one Sepu’” were Killed, and a ten-inch mortar difabled. In the night
the enemy worked hard in thickening the crochet out of which
#h. whad veen driven, compleated their third zig-zag, which ex-
tended 106 yards beyond it, moftly on, the glacis, but inclining to
the left of the falient angle ; and not ovly began, but finifhed their

Hhnaz third
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third crochet, which extended to the right from the head of this
- zig-zag acrofs the ridge of the glacis : they threw few mortars during
the night, but moftly into the works ; their cannon {lackened like-
~ wife the enfuing day, which was the 22d, and efpecially from Lally’s
battery, in'which moft of the embrafures were blinded ; never-
theleﬁs, the few employed were very effetual, fdr the repeated 1
pairs, which had been made in the demiand’ nmtl‘-eaﬁ: baftiongf ren-
deredithe ‘fubﬁxtuted merlons o weak that they crmsnbled T every
thot : a twelve-pounder was difabled on the north ravelin by a thell,
three Europeans and a Sepoy were killed, and feven with nine Sepoys
wounded. In the night the enemy puthed on the fap of the fourth
zig-2ag 20 yards beyond their third crochet, and having made 2,
{mall return or fhoulder to the left, continued it'from hence quite
up to the falient angle of the covered way, and fixed fome gabions
on the creft of the glacis on the right hand of this angle: the conteft
was now brought very mear the walls, and was difputed without
Jintermiffion : the whole progrefs of the fourth zig-zag was expofed
~to the fire of the ftockade of palmyra trees which the garrifon had
planted acrofs the eaft fide of the glacis to the furf, and from this
“ftockade the guard kept up aconftant fire of mufketry on the enemy’s
workmen, as did another guard from the falient angle of the glacis ;
and parties of grenadiers were fent out every hour along the beach
beyond the ftockade to fire upon the third crochet, and all the fap
. .advaneed beyond it + cannon, mortars, and mufketry, were likewife
fited throughout the uight from every part that bore upon their work ;
but could not ftop it, “for the enemy had encreafed the number both of
“their workmen and guards; they likewife finithed their battery at the
end of their third zig-zag, w}aich thouldered on their {fecond crochet,
. and opaned it the next morning, which was the 2 3d, with four
guns : but it was {o ill conftrudted, that only one of the guns could
be bmught to be'lr upon 'the north ravelin, which ¢ %as in-
&nded to batter. ‘The Lorrain battery remaimed clofcd‘ but the
hofpital, ‘the butying-ground, and Lally’s, with the morra

before, continued a ﬂat«kcﬂmg fire, the cannon only in the day, but

the mortars threugh the nighslikewife. . The ammunition of both
- began
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began to wax fcant, and they were waiting for more Whlch had-
been embarked onthe 14th in a brigantine from Pondicherry. How-
ever, their fire difabled a twenty-four-pounder on the royal baftion,
and compleated the ruin of all the embrafures .on the right face of

the ravelin ; in which a fhot from Lally’s penctrated quite through &

the merlon: in the night, tite en=my attempted to puth their gabions
clofeto the coverzd way of the . E. falient angle, érom whence
pioneers orafent to overfet themy who rolled fome into the fea,
and pulled others 1nto the covered way ; this conteft was maintained
at repetitions for three or four hours, and {fupported by the hotteft fire.
of muiketry, and of grape thot from the north-eaft baftion, and the

fafcine battery on the beach : feventy difcharges were made out of one
of the guns : five Eurepeans were killed and ‘ten wounded in the-
night and day, moft of whom fuffered in thefe attacks: one Sepoy
was likewife killed, and {ix wounded : on the 24th, a twenty-four
pounder was difabled on the north-eaft baftion, of which the works
had {carcely received in the night a répair adequate to the detriment.
-of the preceding day : but fix of the embrafures in the north-ravelin
-were reftored ;. the other three ftill remained unfit for fervice. =~

At feven in the evening, a pasty of the enemy confifting,of 5o

men, who had waited for the dark, advanced from the neareft

crochet to the ﬁockade, from which the guard, which confifted only

of 12 men; ran away to the blind before the ~. £. baftion ;. thcy were
immediately {ent back with the addition of a more refolute fetje: it
.and ten grens adiers ; but were fcarcely retusned, when this J'gl jeant |
was fhot dead, through the ftockade ; ; on which the party {topped,
“waiting for dire®tions 3 and the .officer commanding at the blind
recalled them ; after which it was thought imprudent to make ano-,
ther attempt to recover the ftockade, although capable of gwmg

much annoyanee to-the enemy’s work. ‘
At *1ght a meflenger from 'Tritchinopoly ‘brought a letter
from Capfain Jofeph Smith with  intelligence he had recerved
£om. Azngengo, The Prefidency, ten days before had received adyices
from Mr. Pococke, that the fquadron had arrived ou the roth of
December at Bombay, where he found. fix of the company’s thips
and

L0 poatlent ot (TR T, b el
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and two of the line, with 600 men of Draper’s regimcnt_‘on‘ board s
which were arrived there a few days before, having pafled the Cape
of Good Hope too late in the feafon to gain the coaft of Coromandel :
the letter from Captain Smith gave intelligence that the Company’s
thips with all the troops on board had failed under the convoy of two
frigates from Bombay on the 314t : and the {pies which camein o=y
the enemy’s camp reported that this news was likdwife known fiere,
and had determined Mr. Lally to make a general a@suls=zi"the fort
this very night ; on which the whole garrifon and all the inhabi- -
tants were ftationed and remained under arms at their refpetive poity
until the moming.

The fire of the cannon, mutketry, and mortars, from the fort, al-
though maintained conftantly tifroughout the hight, did not prevent
the enemy from advancing their fap along the glacis on the eaft face
of the covered way as far as the left of the flockade, and they made a
return on the tight to the creft of the glacis; but had not time to-
extend the fap to the left along the front of the ftockade towards the
furf, nor even to compleat a proper lodgement in the return, the want
. of which left their workmen expofed to the fire of the covered way 3

but on the other fide of the falient angle they had raifed gabions, and
made confiderable progrefs in a retrenchment intended for a battery.
The night pafled without any alarms of the fuppofed affault ; and

the enfuing day, which was the 25th, continued with the ufual
fire of cannon and mortars until two in the afternoon, when a fally
was made by the guard at the blind, and the fame number of
grenadiers, in all forty foldiers with arms, who covered twenty
pioneers with tools.  Juft before the blind, on the eaft face of the
covered way, parallel to the, fame face of the demi baftion, was 2
paflage cut in the glacis towards the ﬁ;t(; through which the party
paffed, and then proceeding along the furf, round the right of the
flockade, came in flank of the head of the enemy’s fap, fror. which
their ficlk fire drove all their guards and workmen, whé' retreated
to their retrenchment at the falient angle waiting for {lizes=,~
ducing which the Englith foldiers maintained their ground, and the

. ploneors overfet the gabions, fome into the fea, others into the
| covered

January.
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covered way, and deftroyed whatfoever implements ‘they found : this
attack lafted 20 minutes, by which time the enemy had gathered,,
and were advandng in much fuperior numbers. from the retrench-
ment 3 upon which the party was recalled, and retreated, giving
“\and receiving fire. A ferjeant. with three grenadicrs were killed 5 fix
Othars of the {oldicrs, with captain® Black, who commanded the-
fally, " and lieutenont Fitzpatrick, were wounded. The enemy’s.
artillery vorcsmsfon the royal and demi baftions ; their mortars.
falling on the-works- wounded many more than ufual. The total lofs,,
including that in the fallies, was: eight Europeans and three Sepoys:
killed, and 17 Eurepeans with r3 Sepoys wounded., Bela!
Tle enemy’s fap being advanced to the eaft flank of the covered.
~way threatened immediate danger by furprize on the caft face of the
fort, to which the fea-gate gave the faireft opening; for the em-
brafures in the north flank of the battery before it had been ruined:
by the enemy’s thot which had miffed or flown over the N.E. baftion.
and. fafcine battery ; and the gateway itfelf was adpacious arch fhut

occafionally with folding doors;, {o that, fhould the enemy ever make.

a general affault on the ruined +works to the north, a party fent at
the fame time along the furf, or even in boats, might force their
way through the gate with petards ;. and this party might pafs with--
out much interruption ;, for the fafcine battery which barricaded the:
beach was nearly demolithed.> The whole of the working party’
of the night was therefore allotted to remedy thefe defefs, and be-
fore morning they repaired the fafcine battery, reftored the embrafuges,
of the battery before the fea-gate, bricked up the arch of the gate--
way, and opened a {mall gate on.the left: hand,. which had been.
clofed.  In the fucceeding nights the workmen began and continued.
the intended ditch with. pallifad2=< round the fea-gate battery, which
had hitherto beer deferred<for fervices of more immediate neccﬂit\y..
The encicy employed the night with equal diligence, and pufhed.
the.fap of their retrenchment. from the falient angle 70 yards along:
thooth face of the covered way, and widened the work in an.
excavation fufficient to contain cannon and a large detachment.
of troops : this work, with. what was done the night before gu_
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the other fide, entirely embraced .the falient angle of ‘the covered
way. ' ' 4

Jaauary.

['he following day, which was the 26th, the eemy fired moft
of . their thot into the town ; and moft of their fhe!.ls, as in the pre-
ceding might, into the works of the north front, b y which a twenty-.
four pounder was difmounted on the N. & baﬁio;{i, and the cafuglses’
from the evening to the evening were five Seapoyl and one E Opean
Killed, and 11 wounded, of whom were the lieutémmﬁ“]:ﬁ;, ‘and
Little who loft his left arm. In the fucceeding night the enemy
widened and raifed their work on the creft of the glacis, notwith-
ftanding the conftant fire of the defences ; and no guards could any
Jonger be kept at the falient angle they had invefted, but centries
were advanced every quafter of an hour frofr the blind before the
N.E. baftion, to obférve whether they were beginning any new
works, but difcovered none.. In the 24 hours to the evening of the
27th, no damage was done to any of the artillery, but five Europeans
were killed and five wounded, and one with five Sepoys.. The.

o Yo enemy’s workmen remained very filent in their trenches through

) themighe !
"Three hundred Sepoys were intended to fally before day-break on |

the 28th, in order to furprize the enemy’s battery of two guns to the

fouth of the bar: but marching too late were difcerned, and re-

tceived the fire of the battery before they had croffed the bar, on which
they were immediately recalled into the fort. In the morning the

enemy began to fire again from the battery near their fecond
erochet, which had remained filent ever fince they opened it inef-'
fectually on the 23d, and during this interval they had endeavoured

to re&ify the erroneous con’.’tm&ion of the embrafures, which ‘were

intended againft the right face of *L.torth ravelin : they had like-

ife brought up twa ten-inch xf&ortars to“this battéty, with which,

“ ' d three guns, they commenced their fire ; but one of"the guns
failed at nine o’clock, and another at ten ; in the afterncon another,

“ which they were trying in the 4th embrafure, was difabled By & it
from the fort ; after which, the cannonade from this battery ceafed

« gntirely, but the mortars continved, At noon a party with many

f g ‘ yoke
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yoke of oxen aflfembled at the bar, in order to draw off the two
guns there; but the firing of the fort foon made them remove  the
cattle’ out of reach. - The cafualties from the preceding night to
the evening of this day were one European and one Lafcar killed,

o with ten Euxopearimnd nine Sepoys wounded.
” T

“During the nigt the enermy drew off one of the guns at the bar;

their workmen ca’ried on a mmmg fap from the left of the palmyra -

ftockade acrois e glacis, and on a level lower than the covered

way, intending to pafs under this likewife in order to open the

counterfcarp of the ditch : they executed this work with fo much
filence, that the garrifon had no fufpicion of it until two the next after-

noon, when the fap was advanced as far as the fearp, or brick facing’

‘of the glacis, and being carried too high, the earth of the covered
way with the facing fell in, and difcovered them ; fome grenadiers
were immediately fent to fire and throw granades into: the hole,
which obliged the iiners to ftop, but they renewed their fap lower.
"Their mortars continued during thefe 24 hours againft the works.
A nine-pounder was difabled on the n.w. ravelin by the fire from
the hofp1ta1 s and the embrafures of Pigot’s baftion, and of Law-
rence’s, the next on the left, were much damaged by fhells and
ftray thot ; for both thefe works were out of the front attack, nor
was there a fingle gun which bore direétly upon thein; for the enemy
had for fome days ceafed the 4 they opened on the 7th of the month
in this direétion, which adjoined to the left thoulder of the Lonqm
battery. The cafualties from the evening to the evening were two
Europeans and three Sepoys killed, and two and one wom)dcd In

 the enfuing night the enemy threw many fhells into the town, and
continued hard at work both in their sovered fap and in raifing a
battery on the creft of the gialicy but “with fo much filence, that
thesgarnfon could notdiicover wh;‘t they were doing : the working
party of the fort were employed i in reftoring the right face of the

north ravelin, and the fame {ide of the caponiere leading to it actofs

the ditch.
In the interval fince the defertion’of the bhck troops at Conje-
veram, feveral letterd and other notices Mad been received from Cap-
Wois Iii ' Xam
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tain Prefton and Mahomed Iffoof. Purfuing their intention of en-

e lifting a body of better cavalry, they arrived on the 12th at Lalla-
s pet, atown of great refort, 10 miles to the N. w. of Arcot, where

" their invitations foon colle€ted 500 Moorith horfe, and 600 Morattoes.
The Nabob’s brother, Abdulwahab Cawn, was at this time refiding
with their mother at Chitore, and being urged by f[ier reprefentatioss
to fome compunétion for the diftrefs of the Nabo{’s affairs, hg/pro-
fered his affiftance ; on which Mahomed Iffoof, wiﬁ'f%Mcort,
went to Chitore, and in a few days returned, accompanied by Ab-
dulwahab with.rooo horfe, and more foot, being the troops he had’
kept in pay fince he quitted Arcot in the preceding year. Overtures
were likewife made to a body of gooo Morattoes belonging to Bala--
gerow, and commanded by an officer named Gopaulharry, who were:

* lying at the pafs of Damalchesry ; but Gopaulharry infifted on re-
ceiving money before any moved, on which Prefton fent him the:
bill of an opulent {hrof for 60,000 rupees, which was to be paid as
{oon as the horfe arrived at Velore ; but as the meflages: and' march
required eight days, the army in the interval fet out from Lallapet
on the 22d, and halted on the 25th at Trivalore, within four miles
of the fort of Tripaffore, in which, as well' as Pondamalée, the
French had a garrifon of Sepoys; but the pettah of Pondamallée
being much opener than of Trivalore, Mahomed Ifloof fent off a de~
tachment to plunder it, which they effeCted after fome fkirmifhing
with the Sepoys from the fort, of whom: feveral were killed.. Befides
the booty they got in the pettah, the detachment returned with 3000
theep aind oxen, which had been colle&ted from the country, and were
kept under the prbtc&ion of the garrifon, in the common round the
fort, to fupply the French arlay before Madrafs.. The Nabob’s bro-
ther Nazeabulla, who had accom yazcd 2 e, Moracin to Pondicherry,
and afterwards the French asmy: to the fieg¥y had lafely returned to
Nelore ; and the example and exhortations of his brother Abdul-
wahab, had reclaimed him fo far, as to promife to join him at T'riva-
fore with his force ; but he delayed, and the army having been  rein~ *
forced with ammunition and two more three-pounders from Ching-

' laget, proceeded on the 27th to Trimliwath, 4 town fituated on the
: ' fkirts
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{kirts of Malrawzes §vood; 12 miles to the N. w. of Madrafs. The 17 59..’ ‘
polygar, with an ageit who had been fent to him by the governor, =
came to the camp, and promifed to bring 2000 peons and a {upply
of rice: but, finding no money was intended to be given him, re-
turned the next day into his wood, and appeared no more. Maho-
med Ifloof, as foon 18 the camp was pitehed, rode with a party of
horfe as far as Mafk/dyne's garden, which ftands two miles §. w. of
Fort St. Gusige,~vhere moft of the oxen belonging to the French - ~
army were kept under the care of a guard of Sepoys and black |
hotfe ; whom Mahomed Ifloof’s party put to flight, and feized moft
of the cattle. The niext day the whole body of French cavalry, who

were 300, and Rajahfaheb’s who were 800, encamped to the north

of the gaiden, and on the 29th one of their parties routed one of
Abdulwahab’s, and took ten prifoners. The attention to'this army,
fince their arrival in the neighbourhood, diminithed the a&ivity of
the enemy’s operations againft the fort, by the detachments they
were.obliged to fend and recall on different repotts and alrms. Their
approach juft as the enemy’s works were advanced fo near the de-
fences. increafed the alacrity of the garrifon. : R R Y

On the zoth, at 11 in' the forenoon, a fail was defcried to the

{fouthward ; when, nearer, her colours were difcerned to be Efglith,
and her form that of one of the Company’s fhips. All the French
veflels, which were five, flung out Englifh colours likewife; and
the two fhips, the Harlem and Briftol, prepared to get under weigh.

A cattamaran was immediately difpatched from the fort, wamning
the ftranger to beware of them; in the evening Mr. Dalrymple
was fent in a boat, with farther inftru@®ions to the captain, The
cattamaran got on board before the thip rame to an anchor, which
was not until nine at nights a=4 foon"after the Briftol came up,
received and returned a bros 4fide, ana feil to leew;trd. The thip was
the Shaft{bury Eaft Indiaman, comn inded by captain Nathauiel_'

Inglifs, and ‘one of thofe which vrere bringing Draper"s re‘gi- :
ment from Bombay: but, failing much wortf{e than the others,
they made her the hofpital ihip, and left her off the fouth of Ceylon
on the 7th of the month, after which, a luckier vein of wind and f

her port before them. The fick, wha were ‘J

b1 3 36

January.

current brought her to
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36 men of the regiment, only added to the diftre(s of the garrifon ;
but fhe had on board 37 chefks of filver, and many mifitary ftores,
a.mongﬁ them, hand-grenades, and bombs -of the largeft fizes, of
which the garrifon were much in need, havmg nearly expended
their ftock of thefe articles. The communication of letters was
eafy.and expeditious,'aftér the fhip came to an apchor; and, by the
governor’s order, fhe threw out at day-break th': enfigns of 4 man
of war, and received, as if fuch, a falute of 13 grnsfremrthe fort..

- At the {ame time the enemy on. thore began to fire wpon her with
one gun from their negleGted battery at the fecond crochet, and two
from the breaft-work to the fouth, near the bar; all the three were
twenty-four pounders ; and fometimes fent red-hot balls. At three
in the afternoon, the Briftol, which had fallen far to leeward, worked-
up again into the road : whillt drawing nigh, boats with foldiers
went off to her from the black town. The Harlem, which had like-
wile been manned from the fhore, bore down at the fame time, and
the Shaftibury had got under weigh to change her ftation, byt

‘being intercepted by the Briftol fuftained the engagement under {ail.
for two hours, and then anchored, where direted, as near as the
foulldings would admit oppofite to the fouth-eaft baftion. 'The
other ﬂ;ips anchored likewife, but far out in the offing, and never-
thelefs continued firing until night. The rigging of the Slnftﬂmry

" was much damaged by the fire of thips, and fhe received feveral fhot
through her hull from the fhore : but no one was wounded except:
Lieutenant Browne of the regiment, who loft his right apim.  Betore
10, the maxﬁ'oohs of the garrifon landed the fick and the treafure ;.
and it bemg fufpe&ed that the ememy’s thips might. attempt to.
board the Shaftﬂmry with their boats, the governor fent optloml

. orders to captain Inglifs, eitl £t to egga e out of the road, maintaj;,

: ~ his ftation, or run the thip altore™ T heNgnfidence was well plach )
and Inglifs:determined on th hoxce of danger.; The next g ay
which was the firft of Februag\ the ftood the fame firc fiopn, thc
thore, fome from the Harlem, ‘but none from the Briftol, for this
thip had failed away in the night to PondldlC“Y, and on the 2d,

none from the Harlem, whlclﬁ anchored far out in the Qffing ; but
the fire upon her from thefhore ftill continued.

s The

January.
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"The preparations-of the eriemy on fhore ‘againft the Shaftfbury,  1759.
flackened theig fire againft the fort on the zoth, the day fhe was dif- m
cerned.  The three embrafures on the left of Lallv s battery, which ~ -
bore upon the right face of the north ravelin, continued; the two
next to them, which were the left of the four: that had hitherto.
been cmployed aglin{‘c the north-eaft baftion, likewife remained
free ; but the intervofition of their -own work on the creft of the
glacis piveluded the ufe of the two. other embrafures ag:nnﬂ: this
baftion, as well as of the four which had battered in breach the
_ faliant angle of the demi baftion : but they did not: think it worth
their while to remove the guns of thefe embrafures' into thofe on:
the right, in order to batter towards the fhoulder angle, that
next the flank of this baftion, becaufe they intended, as ufual, to-
make the breach at the falient angle, in which' their fire had already
~ almoft ruined the parapet. The fire of the burying- ground battery,-
with four. guns, continued-on the left face of the north ravelin, and
the flank of the demi baftion, and the four gunsin'the hof] pxta] battery
“enfiladed the whole of the north front.. The outward gunin Lally’s-
battery which remained free againft the north-eaft baftion, they turned: A
againft the thoulder merlon on the left of the fafcine battery, raifed:
by the garrifon on:the edge of the furf,. of which all the four guns:
bore on this and the three next embrafures of Lally’s, to the left. Theit, -
mortars in this, the burying-ground, and the battery between them, ,
likewife continued as before; Such was their fire at the clofe of this -
day ; and in thefe 24 hours one 18 poundet was difinounted by the.
hc;fpiml battery on Pigot’s baftion, 1 Europedn, with 3. Sepé)ys,.
were killed, and 9 I‘mopeh, with 2 Sepoys,, wounded. .

The enemy’s mortars continued throwgh the enfuing night, and:
moftly ngwmi’t the defences. ‘They wo'ked hard under ground from :
the palmyra {toekade ; but. as beford, avithout being difcovered : .and -
the earth they threw up on the creft bf the glacis likewife concealed
there intentions there, although thi: [garrifon gave frequent alerts, .
and threw grenades every half hour, hoping the oceafion of a fucs) i .
celstul 1..11) to explore their work ; but the' enemy here took

now
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no alarm. It was fuppofed they were carrying on a covered fap
towards the blind before the north-eaft baftion, which threatened

T8 the moft dangerous mine they could fpring ; and to counterat their

intention by .meeting their work, the garrifon opened a fap from the
left of the ditch, and dire€ed it acrofs and under the ground imme-
diately in front of the blind. The mining gallery towards their battery
on the creft of the glacis was likewife puftied on with much
diligence. ‘The enfuing morning, the enemy at ranife.epened four
embrafures in this battery, which extended to the right from: the
fummit of the falient angle : one of them pointed to the N. . baftion,
and all the four bore on the falient angle of the demi ; but they had
raifed the embrafures fo high, that none of their fhot could {trike
the parapet, but all flew over the fort; fo that after five or fix
rounds they ceafed firing, and clofed the embrafures in order to alter
the level. Befides the guns which they opened and kept up againft
the Shaft(bury, their other batteries -againft the fort continued
through the day : the hofpital and burying-ground, with all their
guns, but Lally’s only with five, three of which were thofe againt the
north ravelin, and the other two, which were the next to them, fired
moftly againft the fafcine battery, where they difabled two twelve
ounders i a twenty-four pounder was likewife difmounted on the
toyal baftion : the cafualties to the troops were 4 Europeans killed,
and g, with 3 Sepoys. wounded. During the night, the garrifon,
befides the repair of the works, continued their gallery towards the
falient angle, and the covered fap before the blind.’ The enemy
continued their fap likewife ftill undifcovered, and worked in alter-
ing their breaching battery 5 but' when they opened it again the

next morning with five gunn, the fhot as before flew over, and they

were again obliged to clofe ths embrfures. ¥

This day was the firft of Peliruary : ihe fire of'the two guns
from the bar to the s. and the (her to the ~. at the fecond crochet,
. continued a crofling fire againfl the Shaftfbury with much aim, and
o {ometimes with red-hot fhot, of which feveral went through the
hall, The Harlem likewife fired and helped to ruin her rigging.

The fort fired upon the Hatlern and on the enemy’s fouthern guns,
b and

February,
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and in the evening a twenty-four pounder, which bore on them
from the San Thomé.or fouth-caft baftion, burft, whilit Mr. Pigot
‘the governor was there ; he and two-other men were {lightly wound-
ed, but four more died of their hurts. The reft of the fire on
both fides continued as the day before, excepting that the enemy’s
mortars were not {U frequent. The Cuddalore, a fchooner belong-
ing to the company, which had lain fome days at Paliacate where
fhe-had ftopned feveral boats coming from the nowthward to the
enemy’s ‘camp, came this day near the road ; -but feeing the Harlem
ready to weigh, ftood out again to fea. . A twenty-four pounder was
difabled in the faluting battery of the fort by its own fire on the
Harlem. The cafualties, befides thofe who fuffered on 'the San
Thomé baftion, were 2 Europeans killed, and 4, with 2 Sepoys,
wounded. In the night, as well as the day, the pioneers of the
garrifon continued the two galleries, the one towards the enemy’s
battery on the falient angle of the glacis, the other under the blind,
and the reft of the workmen were chiefly employed i repairing the
" parapet towards the falient angle of the demi baftion.
In the morning of the 2d, the enemy opened again_their embra-

fures on the creft of the glacis, which ‘they had been repairing all
night, but with as little judgment as in the preceding, for their thot A

ftill flew too high ; and the guns being expofed as before without
refiftance to the cannon and mortars of the defences, were clofed

again in an hour after they had opened, and remained filent the reft

of the day. 'The other batteries continued as before. The Harlem
had weighed before day-break, and anchored out of gun-fhot of the
Shaftfbury, which now only fuftained the fire of the three guns on
thore ; and theirs lefs frequent than in the preceding days.. At
eight in the morning, {everal parties of horfe were difcerned from
the fteeple, advancing in “iie plaia zoout five miles N.w. of the
fort 3" and foon after appeared the wlhole army, with Prefton and
Mahomed Iffoof. The enemy’s cav:l:y at Viparee drew out, reins
forcements joined them from the Llick town, and at three in the
afternoon firing commenced, which Iafted until fundet..

7
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: The governor had repeatedly recommended to Prefton and Ma-
S=——" homed Ifloof to march round, and take pofieflion - of *St. Thomé,
and from thence to come by thg: fea-thore into the fort; or to pe-
, netrate wherever elfe they thould fee an opening ; the intention of
this jun&ion sas to concert meafures for a general attack on the |
enemy’s camp, which could not be explained by letters in cypher,
and lLiable to interception. The effort, howeyer, was not to be
' vmade by a fally of the united force from the Drt; but Preffon’s
_army, after being: furnithed with money and four days provifions,
which the garrifon could fpare, were to’ march out and encamp
abroad again ; and at. the appointed. hour fall on the black town,
whilft the garrifon at the fame time fallied upon the enemy’s works,
This proje€t was fcarcely feafible for the enemy, knowing the
Junion in the fort, would be on ftri¢t guard in all their pofts.
Prefton, although he difapproved the {cheme, was as folicitous as
the governor to carky it into execution; but the Polygars had failed
to fupply the provifion of rice they had promifed, which obliged
the army to fend for it as far as Chinglapet and Conjeveram, and
detained ithem three days at Trimliwath until the morning of the
2d ; when they marched, intending to pafs to San Thomé between
the black town and the Mount, notwithftanding. the whole body of
~ the enemy’s cavalry were lydgg in thewaf, at Viparee. Mr. Lally,
hearing of their approach, took a detachment of 300 European in-
fantry, soo Sepoys, and fix field-pieces, from the black town, and
‘goined his two bodies of cavalry which were lying at Viparee. He
was accompanied by Mr. Bufly, and moft of the principal officers,
of the army. They marched onward in the plain towards Pref.
ton’s foree; who fecing, them coming, halted on the other fide 6f 4
long morafs formed by paday fields, which interfected the whole ex-
tent of the plain from wellitn eali: the Lavalry with, Prefton, to ave;id
the enemy’s cannonade, kept ¢r adiftance I the rears but tle jj-
*fantry drew up under the ﬂmw;r of banks which continued along
the edge of the morafs. Mr.p‘Lally_ made feveral motions to intice
them to crofs ; but they were/not feduced : on which he took poft
atthree o'clock in a{pot of ground covered by hedges and trees,
and
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opened 'his cahnon acrofs the morafs, although at the “difl
tance of ‘1ooo yards, which were anfwered by ohly f{ix ‘tlhireec-
pounders. The Sepoys, and even th¢'Europeans on both' fides, fired
iometimes likewife with their fmall arms: but the horft weré never
. near each other. From the advanvage of {ituation, notwithftanding
the difparity of the cantiot, the lofs in Prefton’s army did not
:much exceed the eiemy’s, being 15 Sepoys, aone Euxopem and
five Lorfe killed. fand five Sepoys wounded; ' wherdas the “enemy
~ Teft nine Et.lopeans and thirteen horfes dead on'the plain. At fun-
fet” they retreated to Viparee, where Mr. Lally likewife remained
with the detachment of infantrys and'Prefton, for want Df provx-
fions, returned to Trimliwafh. )

In the night the enemy threw fewer fliells than ufual ¢ from
the morning of the 2d "to the morning of the gd, was the firlt day
fince the 4th of January, in which no" one was killed i the

fort; and: no Scpoys received any hurt, but five' Eurbpean& were '

wounded. The pioneers of the garrifon contiiued the two mines ;
‘they who were at work under'the blind difcovered no figns of ‘the
fap they fufpe@ed; but the miners, who were puthing under the
covered way towards’ the breaching battery, heard, at two in the
mommg, the found ofgmen Workm ‘near them in the efemy’s
mine on the right und “the eaft face of the glacxs which it was
fuppofed they had rchnquhed {ince it failed on the 2 3at At dhy-.
" break they fprung this mine 6n the infide of the covered way,

through the cou11terfc1rp of the ditch, at the extremity of the cﬁﬂv‘.

vette ; into which the bulk of the explofion was thrown? | ‘Fra

ments of the brick-work wounded five Europeans and a bepqy & hut .

the explofion it{elf blew up ‘none; nexerthelefs, to dcﬂ’My many

men feemed the oiily intent ; for if it was meant to fac:litzfte the

defcent into the ditch, thar appt\ac Jdes were not fufficiently for-
ward to “attempt this operation 3 fin<s the esedvation was entirely

commanded by the three innermoft runs in the flank of the royal’
baftion, of which-all the feven bewr g covered on thes flank by the
oreillon, and by traverfes in the rear, had received no hurt from the’

Vor. 1L ~ R kX enemy’s

1759:
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=59 -« enemy’s cannon, and none of their mortars had chanced to light -
Bty amongft them; fo that all remained in perfe@t condition, and the
) enemy, before they fprung the mine, thould have raifed a battery
in the fame direction, on the creft of the glacis, to take off thefe
defences.  Immediately after the explofion, they began to fire from
two embrafures of their breaching battery in ithe falient angle,
which the fire of the fort, as before, foon obliged them to clofe 3
their other batteries likewife flackened, and their mortars {till more.
" *Their workmen were chiefly employed during the night, in low-
ering the embrafures of their breaching battery ; the garrifon,
befides the repairs of the demi-baftion, againft which the greateft
* part of the enemy’s fire had’ been direGed, worked at their two.
mining galleries. The cafualties of the day and hight, befides the
men wounded by the eneriy’s mine, were only one Sepoy killed,
and one wounded. -

At day-light on the 4th, the enemy again opened their breaching:
battery on the creft of the glacis, and for the ficfk time fired from all
the fix embrafures, which; although fomething lowered, ftill remained
‘too high to ftrike below the parapet of the baftions; and the endea~
vour neceffiiry to reduce them even to this level retarded the repeti-
tions of theicfire. The two embrafures in the left of the battery bore
on the notth-caft, the other four on the demi-baftion. The N. E.
returned with three guns, but the demi-baftion with none ; for the:
embrafures were clofed, in order to let the workmen thicken the
parapet within ; and their fire was much better fupplied by the four
innermoft guns in the flank of the royal battion, upen which not a
gun in the breaching battery againft which they fired, nor from any

ould bear; and the gunners, fenfible of their fecurity, fired

other, ¢ :
with deliberate aim, whilft tlie three guns on the ~. E. baftion conti-

nued hotly on their oppofites, and Loll: fogether ebliged the enemy
in lefs than an hour to withar w their gans, and clofe the em-
brafures ¢ nor did they attemp to-open them again during the reft

-of the day. At feven the gal e7y carrying on towards this battery

having been puthed to the banquct of the covered way fell in at. the
end
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end there, and the light came in ; but the miners flopped the hole  ¥750.
fo foon, that the enemy did not difcover the mifchance. The gal- m
lery was then filled five or fix feet back, and from hence a return ?(’
made to”the right, from which it was again continued ftreight for-
ward under the glacis. In the night, the enemy had withidrawn
the two twenty-four pounders from the bar, in order to replace others,
which had been difabled in the north front of the attack ; they
however fubftituted a fix-pounder to check any fally fsom the fort,
T'he ceffation of this fire to the {outh releafed the Shaftefbury from the
greateft moleﬁation the had endured, by which feveral of her men
had been killed and wounded, her hull thot through.in many places,
and all her mafts and rigging ruined. In the morping, ‘before
day-light, fhe had moved from her ftation under the guns of the
s. E. or San Thomé baftion, and anchored about a mile in the
offing, oppofite to the fea-gate. 'The French fhips continued at their
anchors out of gun-thot; fo that all the annoyance which fthe re-
ceived through the day was a fhot now and then from the fingle
gun at the fecond crochet. = Againft the fort, the four guns at the .
burying-ground continued with vivacity, but the two enfilading in
the Lorrain, and the four crochet on the hofpital battery with lefs
frequency : all the enemy's firft-rate bombs were expendedy and
moft of the next fizes, fo that they only fired a few fhells of gight
and ten inches from the fecond crochet. In the evening, a floop
from Pondicherry anchored at San Thomé with a fupply of ftores.
During the night, the enemy fired a great deal of mutketry upon
the covered way, and the garrifon, beides the repairs, centinued
the two mines. The cafualties of the night and day wele one
European and three Sepoys killed, and four with two wounded, and
a twenty-four pounder was difabled on the demi-baftion.

Early in the morning ¢ tue 5th, the Harlem, the Diligent,
and- three fmaller veflel,, got undir ful from their ftation before
the black town, where they left only one, a {fmall floop, and ftand-
iig to the fouthward were out of fight before the evening. The y
“caufe of their fudden departure, wis a report from Poundicherry,
that feveral fhips of force had been {een off Negapatam, At fun-

K kk 3 rife |
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rife, the enemy again opened their breaching battery, but before
.they had fired threeirounds were obliged to clofe it again by the fame
fire as the day. before. At nine, a red flagifeen on the mount fig-
nified that Prefton’s.and Mahomed Ifloof’s army were arrived there
from: Trimliwaifh ;. they had before reprefented the neceffity of re-
maining at a diftance -until fupplied: with ammunition and ftores
from . Chinglapett, provifions. from the country, and money from
Madrafs,, Mr. Pigot ordered them at all eveats to attempt: the
effort {o often. recommended of m1rchmg into the fort; but, left it
thould fail, dlfpatched in the' evening ten of the troop of Euro-
peanhorfe, with captain Vaflerot, ‘eachi <carrying a thoufand pa-
godas, who crofied the Ifland, forced through the enemy’s guard at
Chindadrapettah, and arrived at the Mount at ter at night, of which
they, immediately gave notice to’ the garsifor by four rockets and-a
large fire. . The firc of the enemy’s batteries' was flacker than ufual
m the day, their fhells very few, and little mufketry in the night.
Neverthelefs the cafualties. until the morning o the 6th, were
another twenty-four pounder difabled on the demi-baftion, one Euro-
pean_and three Sepoys killed, and four Europeans wounded.

The enemy’s breaching battery remained filent duung the 6th; nor
had they vepaired the damages it had fuftained; but in Lally's, of
which the fire had ceafed fince the goth of the laft month, fix embra-

* {ures appeared to have been reftored. to good condition for fervice ; but
fo many of the enemy’s guns had béen ruined, that they were obliged

- o withdraw the four from the recochet battery at the hofpital, to.
furnifh the embrafuses at Lally’s, which, however, they did not
open antil the fext. day 3 b that their fire this day was from fewer
guns than i any fince thes began the fiege, confifting only of the
four guans at the burying ground, and two 1n'the Lorrain battery ;

* but they added two ten-mch! mozfars tonthe two alpeady eftablithed
atithe ﬂcond crochet.  All ‘their cavalry, Europem, as well a3 the
black, were eblerved filing off to the Choultry Plain ; and Sepoys,
with guns and tumbrils, wers feen marching that way from the,
black town. = The night pafl:d without fkirmith, for the enemy

, were not hieard at wark on the creft of the glacis ; but their mortars
‘ 4 ¥ . continued.’

,Fcbruafy.
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In the-day and night two Europeans were:killed, and
two wounded, but nopne of the Sepoys were hurt. :

In the morning of the 7th the enemy began to fire, as was ex-
pected, from-Lally’s battery, but only from four of the embrafures
-and with.a mortar. on' the right, all bearing upon the demi and
north-eaft baftions, - which together returned fix guns :. the other
batteries continued as the ‘day before, and the mortars m the night ;
~during ‘which no alarms were given cither by the enemy or the ¢ gar-
rifon : two guns were difabled on the north-eaft baftion ; two Eu-
ropeans were killed, and five, and two:Sepoys, wounded. :

Notw1thﬁ1ndmg the mefﬁcacy of ‘the breaching battery, the reft
'of the enemy’s fire had by this time rent the falient angle ‘of the
- “demi baftion from top to bottom'; and Mr. Lally, whowiewed ‘every
thing ‘with enthufiafm, ordered the principal engineers and-artillery
~officers to give their opinion on the feafibility of ' ftorming' this
breach, and declared his own of fuccefs; but the officers “confider-
ed the queftion with more deliberation. « They agreed. that: the de-
- feent into the covered way from the breaching battery on one fide,
and the gabions on the other, of the falient angle of the giacis was
eafy, and thatthe defcent i into the ditch and paflage acrofs it. had
. been' rendered very pracicable by the mine they had fprung in the

- covered way from the €aftern fide-of the glacis, of which the ex- -

. plofion had filledup a fufficient {pace at the end of the cuvette or

trench of water dug along the middle of the ditchy but a rank of

ftrong palifadoes ranged along the other fide of the cuvette, and
having hitherto received no damage muf: beutein down by h}md
before the troopscould gan the foot o1 the breach ; who' during

the defcent into ‘the dateh would ‘be expefed, without the daverof a

fingle- gabion: on ‘the flank, to the, fire of the north-eaft, baftion
and of mutketry. fiom the blind before it3 to fix guns, in the
curving flank of the royal baftiony/and “abundance of foaall arms
from the caponiere’ w kich led aciofl the diteli to the north ravelin 3
arid the havoek of thefe two fires woald. continee, withautithe deaft
refiftance ok interruption  upow' the troops whillt, affauleing the
- breach itfelf.  From thele cireumitances the. officers declared ghe
' ‘ breagh,

QL
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breach, although rpradticable, inacceflible; but added, what the~
were not- afked, that from a comparifon of. the forces, the profe-
cution ‘of works :to quell the fire -of the place sould only facrifice
the lives of many men without the leaft probability of fuccefs.

‘The only variation in the attack during the 8th, was the addition
of one gun-on Lally’s, which now fired with five, The force with
which ‘the enemy intended to oppofe the army at the mount had
‘colleéted in a feparate camp on the Choultry Plain, and in their rear
at Bgmore were fix field-pieces with four tumbrils. In the afternoon
the Briftol anchored off St. Thomé returning with ftores from Pon-
«dicherry ; and, as it was apprehended that fhe might have brought
a {upply of large thells, the governor propofed that the Shaftfbury,
reinforced wath forty foldiers from the thore, thould attack her,
‘Captain Inglifs :concurred in this intention with alacrity ; but his
‘mafts were fo much damaged, that it required the repair of two
days before he «could fet a fail. No annoyance, excepting mortars,
-pafled between the befiegers and*the -fort during the night. Before
the morning, the gallery in frontof the blind before the north-eaft
baftion had been carried far enough toward the fea to fecure this
work from any mines of the enemy, and was continued in a direftion
forward towards the palmyra pallifado, of which the enemy were
in pofieffion, in order to crofs any other they might be attempting
againft the eaft face of the covered way. Twoe.explofions of powder

had been oceafioned in the enemy's works by ithe fall of thells during
the night. In thefe 24 hours were one Eurepean and one Sepoy
“killed, and two ‘Europeais and one Sepoy wounded; but ne gun

was difmounted.
In the three laft days, kiformation had been received from Captain

Prefton, that Major Callizud was approaching with a reinforcement
from the fouth ; and thefe were the firft advices .concerning him,
whiich had reached either Prefton or the garrifon fince his departure
toTanJore, for every letter which he hadwritten paffing through the
énemy’s country, had been eit'ier intercepted by them, .or carried far
awdy by the meflengers. A variety of untoward incidents had pro-

trafted the execution of his commiffion. He embarked at nine in
the

February,
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e morning on the 1ft of December in a common mafloolah, which
had only fix rowers and the fteerfman ; he was accompanied by Mr..
Bofwell the furgeon, “as his interpreter, and one fervant. In a:
few hours after they were at fea, a hard gale of wind arofe, in
which they could not fhow the fail, and {carcely ufe the oars ;.
neverthelefs the drift of the wind and current carried the boat by
g o'clock the fecond night as far as Devi Cotah, which 1s by the
fea one hundred and thirty miles from Madrafs, when the rowers
were {o much exhaufted, that no entreaties could prevent them
from putting athore ; and they grounded on the ftrand within half
a2 mile of the fort of Devi Cotah, in which was an officer and fome:
French Sepoys, from whofe notice they were preferved by the con-
tinuance of the ftorm, and before day-break put to fea again; but
the boatmen would not Venture over the larger and outer furf, and'

- continued driving in the hollow fea between the two, until noon,,
when they landed at Tranquebar. The rains had overflowed the
rivers, which remained impaffable until the r2th. On the 14th
Calliaud arrived at Achempettah 15 miles from Tanjore, where
he was again detained three days by the bad weather. On the 17th

be reached the city.

-

QL

1759-
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The king, of Tanjore, when more clofely prefled by Cap.tain: .

Jofeph Smith to furnith the 1000 horfe requefted of him: by the
prefidency in Deécember, pleaded the ravages which his country
—had lately fuffered from the French army, and demanded 200,000:
rupees before-hand;; at length he more plainly faid, that he thonght:
the Englith did not care what befell the territory of their allies,,
provided they could defend their own.: Lut as he could not alledge
this indifference to himfelf when attackec by the French; he cited

the unconcern with which they had fuffered the French to take.

every fort belonging, to the Nabob, and even his capital of Arcot,,
without making any efforts to protet them although he knew that:
the prefidency had not the means, and with the Nabob’s were lofing,
their own revenues.

Major Calliaud found the king ia the faime temper, fo: pre-

poflefled of the decline of the Englifh fortune, that he neglected the
W’ ufual
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uf] ual.?ttc_;;?tjouvs'{ibrh_imﬁclﬁ as their teprefentative, and inftead of a
hoyfe, qilﬁpq&x‘é*ha itatiof in a choultry.  In: their: conference,
the  King ’I‘f;}idf""'fle,,, ad fufficiently egpofed himfelf .to the re-
i%::;tm’éjjt_-_p@_ ‘tTI:e;[. "P‘Egm;h,""i'f Madrafs thould fall, by the affiftance
he had already. feat. with ‘Mahomed' Iffoof, which were 300
1‘1‘()3‘_{2; ';:'_bup'llio't' paid by f)‘unfelf : meverthelefs he was willing to lend
400 more, provided Calliaud would difcharge their arrears: Cal:
liaud demanded Colonel Kennedy and the Jefuit Eftevan, the French
h_n)ﬂifgczswl;qm the king had detained ;. but the’ king refuféd, dnd
et them depart on the 1gth, asi it were, in his fight. Never-
thielels, the horfe were 1o neceflary that Caillaud determined not to
X tfll{c offence whilft there remained any probability of getting them, and
: :x'mlég;d' for moncy to the houfe of Buccangee, which was by far the
moft confiderable bank. itr the Carnatic,  and had hitherto tranfadted
the greatef? part of the Company’s exchange throughout the province:
b{n;‘ icﬁ' ents i{; ,;fétﬁj{;;rq,tcfu{éd' to fupply any money for bills on
Madrafs.  The King knowing this promifed the horfe fhould be
readgf'in fo;n,r &ayfs’, if tﬁi? money were paid.  Calliaud then applied
to the Dutch govemment of Negapatam, who profered a loan, but
p;i:so{hgl to furnith *;mw,ii.n.:‘coins,uaud at rates, which would have
pIc “C"‘ir *‘qusuf ak. Psr 9.‘?{‘{‘*' Theﬁ_ﬁ:_ -difappointments obliged
him to feek the money at Tritchinopoly, where he arrived on
. the 24¢h, and obtained the' promife of a fupply from another fhop
of Buccangee’s houfe eftablifhed there : he returned on the 27th to
'f‘;mj?xe, whete intelligence had) been sreccived the diy before, that
~the Nabob with his fami ry who had lefe Madrafs on the 20th,
Wﬁﬂ ived at Negapata ny and that his wife, in this fhort but
. o

taous paflage, fmd en brought to bed at fea. At the fame

time ge'id Mu&oon the N ;%«bw%’s agent at ‘T'anjore informed the king,

ﬁ 7 M the Nabob intended to comie into the city in his way to: Trichi- '
ﬂé@?@tﬁ rand expected to be met, as vfual, upon the road; but the
‘embarkation; the feafon, and above all, the travail of the lady, had
canv;nc;gd' the king, contrary to the real matives,, that nothing but
thn defpﬂil‘ of Madsafs could have induced the Englith government
to expofe the prinee of their alliance to ‘fuch rifques and diftreffes ;

el and
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and either from the malignant pleafure of infulting his fuperior in 1759
diftrefs, or from his dread of the French, if they fhould prove
fuccefsful, or both, he refufed either to admit the Nabob mto the
city, or to pay him a vifit without the walls: nor heeded the re-
prefentations of Calliaud endeavouring to corret his contumacy.
The news likewife frightened the fhroff'at T'ritchinopoly {0'much, that
he retracted his promife, and refufed to fupply money upon any terms,
However, 50 of the horfe were aflembled at Condore on the banz\of
the Coleroon, 10 miles north of the city, and Calliaud, in order to
encourage the reft to follow, went thither likewife. - The next
day, which was the 28th, a detachment of 500 Sepoys, which
~ he had ordered from Tritchinopoly to efcort the Nabob, paffed by
in their way to Negapatam ; and on the 1ft of January he received
from Mr. Norris, the member of the council who had accompanied
the Nabob from Madrafs, 1o of 20,000 pagodas which had been
fent by the prefidency to defray the expences of the gatrifon of Trit-
chinopoly : but although this fupply obviatéd the pretexts of delay,
the king fent out no more horfe. ~ On the sth, major Calliaud vi-
fited the Nabob' at Aimapettah, and accompanied him to Pondi, a
villagé 2 miles from Tanjore, where the illnefs of the Nabob’s wife
detained them the two fucceeding days, during which major Cal-
liaud went again to the city, when his exhortations, feconded by the
appearance of the efcort, prevailed ; and the king vifited the Ngl?ob
on'the 8th with the ufual ceremonies in a choultry on the road.
Major Calliaud, to dignify the Nabob’s' appearance in his own ter-
ritory, and at his earncft requeft, judiciouly put himfelf at the head

of the efcort, and marched with him to T itchwmopoly : they artived
there on the 1oth, but Caillaud returned the next day to Condore;
where no more horfe had hitherto joined the firft party ; his letters
and meflages, for he refolved not to vifit the king again, availing as
little ‘as before, he returned to Tritchinopoly on the 1yth, in
hopes of levying a body of horfe in the adjacent country ; and on his

departure exprefled, intending it thouli! be conveyed, the utmoft mdig=
nation at the king’s evafions. He however left agents at Condore to
Vor. IL Lil improve
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1750 ¢ improve any-advantageous change which might happen in his difpo-
——"  fition, and the king, alarmed by the refentment of his departure, fent
out the remainder of  the horfe with {eribes to clear their dccounts ;
\ on w}_lfx,cllx' Calliaud returned on the 21ft to Condore, and advancing
. them fifteen days pay, they croffed the Coleroon the next day,

~and on the 23d moved to Trmalvedy, a fort belonging to the
- Ariclore polygar, on the bank of the river, about 5 miles above
Condore. Here he propofed that they thould procced 1o mules far-
ther that day ;. but they halted parlying for more pay until the 2 sth,
when they marched 20 miles to Mongalpaddy, a village ftill in the
"diftri&s of *Arielore ; where they were joined by three companies of
Sepoys from Tritchinopoly. The whole arrived .and halted the next
day at Viglcondah, and on the 25th reached Thiagar : here the horfe
refufed again to proceed until they received their arrears, which the
king had promifed, and failed to fend. They were however fa-
tisfied with another advance of 15 days, but requefted another
day’s halt in expe@ation of fome of their neceffaries which were
niot yet come up from Tanjore. On the 31ft they marched from
Thisgar to Tricolore, which is 15 miles onwards. The killidar
Kiftnarow, who had before taken the field with Mahomed Ifloof,
‘promifed to follow with all his force from Thiagar : but none ap-
.peared. On the it of February, Calliaud with his own troops
reached Trrivanalore, and the next day Villaporam. The partizan
Lambert, with soo Sepays, had advanced to this place to oppofe
thew progrefs bq%;’ﬁ:‘ﬂing certain intelligence of their force,

February.

went off the fame day to Gingee. The want of provifions detained
Calliaud’s party at Villaj orum until the 4th 3 and on the 7th at
_nioon they arrived at Chi‘nglapet, both foot and horfe {fo much fa-
“tigued, for the march was feventy-five miles in three days, that
they could proceed no farther ; on which Calliaud left them there to,
Mz;ﬂ'" and went away with his own attendants to the mount, where
he arrived at feven that night; and as the elder officer took the
cammand of all the forees there, Prefton’s, Mahomed Iloof’s, -and

Abdulwahab’s,
The
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T'he motunt is-a craggy. rock, of which the bafe is oblong fiom
caft to weft, and a mile.round. It has two eminences, of which that
to the caftward is much the higheft, bemng 150 feet, and’ his at
the.top a fmall level plot, in which ftands a church, the fubitituteof
a much more antient firucture, dedicated by the ancient chriftians of
Coromandel and Malabar to a Saint Thornas, whom the prefent et~
roneoufly fuppofe to be the ‘apoftle.. A flight of broad fteps leading
to the church winds on the eaftern fide, juft where the hill tfel
begins to round to_the north. A village of country-houfes, built by
the Englith, extends from the foot of the ‘mount about 600 yards
to the eaft; and confifts of two rows of houfes fituated in gardens
{eparated by a lane. The row which faces the fouth frontsa pleafant
plain, and the walls of its enclofures as well on this fide as on the
other, where, they {kirt the lane, are on a ftrait line. 'The enclofure
which terminated the front row, to the eaft; was the garden-houfe
of Colonel Lawrence; it occupied 100 yards to the plain, and,
as all the others of this row, the fame extent backward to the
lane ; the gardens on the other fide of the lanie were not all iliciqfeq
with walls, but fome with banks and hedges ; all however .capabic

4

of fome defence. The laft inclofure in this row, whlc}’l from its
owner was called Carvalho’s garden, projected 5o yards farther out.
to the eaft than Lawrence’s, the laft in the front row, of which

in confequence it flanked the ealtern fide: and about 200 ya.r&s
out on the plain to the fouth, directly oppofite to Carvalho’s, ﬁ(')oa
the ruins of five or fix mud houfes, with feveral trees ﬁxrrou‘iu'ﬁﬁg
a {mall brick building, which had ong: contained a‘fwamy,' or
idol, 'This ftation flanked the grbund efore the front row of in-
clofures. The lane that feparated the tw rows contintied nearly in
a ftreight line from the ealt, and terminated at the bottom of the
fteps leading to.the fummit of the mount.  On the right hand of
the fteps was a craggy path from the plain on the fouth, and on ‘tfl‘e
left hand aa outlet leading round the north fide of the mount:

contiguous to the path on the right, and within piftol-thet of the

fteps, was 2 houfe which looked upon the outlet to the moith ;

and the laft houfe on the otbarinde at thisend of the lane com- *

'
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431
ﬁ] 5,9_‘ .
SR
Febroary:



Tue War oF COROMANDEL. BookS.L

1759. manded obliquely the opening of the path from the fouth: a {pa-
m cious gateway at the bottom of the fteps fronted the lane between.
¢4 The black troops, exclufive of thofe which major Calliaud had left
at Chmglapett were 2200 horfe, and 2500 Sepoys ; but the Eu-
fopeans were only 103, 12 of whom were artillery-men, and 10
with Vafferot, troopers; the other 8o were mufketry, including
officers 3 the artillery were fix three-pounders. - Of the Sepoys, thofe
from the garrifon of Chinglapett, and 700 of Mahomed Iffoof’s,
might be relied on; but little dependance could be placed on the reft,
and lefs on the cavalry. In this convi&tion, Calliaud determined to
rifque little in the plain, but to defend the whole village of the
mount, which afforded excellent ftations. Thes plain to the north,
behind the fecond row of inclofures, requived few precautions, be- -
caufe the ground, being laid out in rice-fields, precluded the approach
of ‘cannon, and the ufe of cavalry. But, if the enemy fhould get
pofleffion of Carvalho’s garden, they might foon penetrate into
all the other inclofures of the fecond row along the lane when the
firft row, attacked from this in the rear, and in front by another di»
vifion of the snemy from the plain on the fouth, could not be long
maimtained. Calliaud therefore canfidered Caravalho’s garden as the -
decifive poft, and ftationed in it 6o of the European mufketry with
four of the field-pieces. The two other ficld-pieces, with the 20
other European firelocks, and 300 Sepoys, were pofted at the fwamy-
houfe ; the inlets of this poflt were barricaded, and the walls of the
mud-houfes were lowered to parapets for the mufketry, and
where neceflary fill lover for the field-pieces, but time and
means were wanting to mclofe them either with a ditch or palli-
fades. Seventeen hundred Sepoys were diftributed in the gardens.
of the front row facing the fouth, but the greateft part in Lawrence’s
1o the eaft, and a communication was prepared bietween all thefe
enclofiires by openings in the walls of feparation. The remaining
500 Sepoys wete flationed to defend the inlets to the upper end of
the lane, at the foot of the mount; fome in the two houfes there,
others on the fteps, others at th» gate, and others in different parts

‘of the rock itfelf. Th~ black caval'y had encamnped along the north
fide
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to aét as occafion fhouid require.

With the dawn of the next day, which was the gth, the enemy
were difcerned approaching in two large bodies. The one con-
fifting of 1200 Sepoys, and soo black horfe, advanced from the
Marmelong, or San Thomé river, towards the eaft end of the village,
but having no field-pieces, regulated their approach by that of the
other body, which, having taken a circuit to the left, were per-
ceived at two miles diftance on the plain to the fouth. ‘This body
confifted of 300, being the whole of the French European cavalry,
and 600 European infantry : the cavalry was in the center in
two ranks, the treopers on the right, the dragoons next, the huffars.
on the left. The infantry were equally divided on each fide of the
cavalry, and both divifions had two field-pieces on each of their
flanks, eight in all, of which two were twelve, two nine, and the
other four, fix-poundérs. The whole was commanded by a relation
of Mr. Latly’s, of the fame name, and with the rank of Colonel. The
black horfe with Calliaud formed on his fummons in front of the
garden walls; they were crowded, according to their cuftom, ten or
twelve ranks in depth. = Abdulwahab prefented himfelf with feeming
refolution at their head, and Calliaud, with the 10 troopers and Vaf-
ferot, rode on their left. The French cavalry were advancing before

their infantry ; and it was the intention of Calliaud, that his own
thould wait until they came in a line with the flank fire of the ficld-

pieces at the fwvamy houfe : but when tley were within 1000 yzuds,,
where the ground began to take an afcert towards the garden walls, .

although fcarcely perceptible in a lefs {face, the whole body of the
black La\mlry with Calliaud fetoff fcampering, fhouting, and ﬂmmfhmg
their fabres. The French cavalry came on to meet them at a round
trot ; but halting fuddenly, the firft rank difcharged their carQines,,
by which four or five horfes; and as many men, were brought to the-
ground, on which the whole, excepting Calliaud and the 1o treopers,.
went oir at once, fome efcaping along the fide ot the mount to. their
nght but others turning, preffed iv o the pathiin their rear, which led
into the head of the me at the 4 ot of the {fgps, and pufhed acrods it

}V Y

fide of .the mount, and were ordered to hold ‘themfelves m ‘readinefs
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by tHe:othersouitlet, to the plain.en the north of thie mount. - The -
. French cavalry followed them until, they, themfelves came within,

reachrofithe, Aankifire of the field-picces at.the-{wamy houfe, which
“fallingramongft the troopers-and-dragoons onithe sight; obliged them,
tolicheck andtonh:backe: butihe huffars on the left, not fecling £o,
mupch of thisannoyaneé; puthed.en, ands purfucd the fugi_ti\zes thrq:pglf
 the opening into the upper end of thie lane, where they immediately
felljunder the fire of, the soo fepoys pofted in the different ftations
il that part of the mountiand fin, the two. houfes, which drove them
‘with ‘as much precipitation. as: thofe they were putfuing, through
the outlet to- the morth, from whence they galloped round the
3 mount, »and rejoined the cavalry from which they had feparated,
in the plain torthe fouth; . Calliaud, with the troopers, retreated to
" the inclofure next Lawrence’s garden; and his horfe, which had re
eéived a ball in the bréak, fell under him at “the- gate. . As {oon as
she Eluffirs returned; thewhole of the French line advanced again in
the fameorder as before, and halted at the diftance of 6oo yards;
thé divifion of infantry en the right, oppofite to the fwamy houfe;
the other on the left, over.againft the laft inclofures at the foot of
the mount.s Brom thefefituations the infantry of both divifions fent
forward their field-pieces 200 yards nearer, which began a brifk and
indiferiminateicannonade againtt the garden walls, and the poft at the
fwamy. houfe, which was,anfiwered with effet only by the two
field-picces at this poft; for the fire of,the fepoys, even here as well
~ag'in the gardens, was thrdwn away, and neverthclefs could not be
seftrained. Mean while the body of enemy’s troops to the eaft halted
behind a ridge,. which ex‘ended at the diftauce of 400 yards, op-
poite to Carsalh o’s garden, againft which their fepoys keptup a
cqﬁ&mt and ufclefs fire of mulketry, which neverthelefs was often
. anfweted from the four field-pieces m the garden. .
¢ Qolonel Lally fecing no effect from his. field-pieces agoinft the
cdenwalls ‘to the douth, and the danger of florming them,
. befsre. the advanged poft: at the fwamy houfe was carried, de-
tached at ninc o'clogk 100 Euopeans from the divifion of infan-
try on the right, to'stack it at\ths pufb of bayonet; but the fire

of
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2 of the two fieldzpieces; and thé riufketry there, met them fo hotly,
that they broke within ‘30 yardsiof the.poft, and retreated with pre-
cipitation ‘to their divifiort; ‘which - on- this, repulfe| recurred) agaim
to their ficld-pieces. - Calliaud, neverthelefs, 'was convineed ghat.
thie’ poft would 'bé! foon attacked again, and .could ot be -mam-
tained’ throughout the day, and thereforerdrew off one of the field-
pieces. At tén the encmy fetit a ftronger detachment toymake ano-
ther attack; who were béat off as the firft s and half an hour after,
anothet attack was made by 200 of|the divifion; ~who were likewife
repulfed;; but thefe fuccefles had fo much clated the defenders, that
all the'fepoys, with moft of the Europeans, accompanied by enfign
Airey himfelf, ruthed out to ‘purfue the detachmrent ;3. who, as if
by defign, retreated faft, “and led them’ 300 yards into the, plain ;
two troops of horfe, who had been patrolling in the wear of the, iny
fantry, chanced at this moment:to be juit behind the remaining Eur
ropeans of the divifion to the rights; and feeing  the advantage,  fet
offat full gallop and fell fword in hand upon the purfuers, before
. ‘they had time to form i proper order to refift the fhock., |All were
in-an inftant fcattered, and many were cut down before they reached
the fivamy houfes when, although fafe, ' they did not think themi-
 felves fo, but leaving the field: piéce, ran out onthe other fide to gain the

St
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gate of Lawrence’s garden, which ftood open before them 3 but before: - -

they got there, the troopersgalloping round-the caft fideof the poft, fell

upon ther again, Up 10 the very gate, whete theic carger| was ehecked -

by a ftrong fire of the Sepoys, whom Mahomed Hloof fecinglthe
difafter had ranged along the walls. «The furprize, ~for {everal. k..
deprived the cavalry likewife of the teeolleftion to return; randi take
fliclter behind the cover at the' fwamy houfe ; but they galloped a-
crofs the angle of Lawrénée's towardsthe drgleof Carvathé’s gay-

den, where Caillaud feeing them coming, miet them with thefire of

the 4 field-pieces in this poft : but the gunners having ‘hitherta enly
ufed ball, forgot to change their charge for grape thoty whp:&. great-
ly diminifhed the execution 3 for the cavaldy paﬂb«l’w&himgmyqﬂs
of the angle, and contintied gallor'ing orward to the mortheaft; A
wil'out of reach, when they turved in the rar of their Sepoys be-

hind
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hind the ridge. However fome of them fell ; but all the lofs they
had {uffered- was much lefs than the havock they had made; for
they had killed ‘or cut down more than a hundred, but moftly .

The right divifion of the efiemy’s infantry with their field-pieces im~
mediately took pofieflion of thedeferted pofts their left likewife advanc-
ed fomething nearer the inclofures on their fide, and both began a hot
cannonade againft the garden walls, which being flight, but of brick,
were eafily perforated. . The Sepoys within took fhelter behind the
houfes, ready to man the walls'on a clofer attack; but ever and anon,
otie or other of thofe, obliged to move to and fro, was killed ; and
thefe cafualties, although few, difpirited many, who took every oppor-
tunity to quit their ftations, and fteal into the back enclofures, from
whenee they efcaped round the mount, and haftened far from the
field. Of the black cavalty not mere than a hundred had returned
fince the routin the morning, and kept both the rows of enclofures
between themfelves and the enemy’s fhot. At noon a party was
difcerned advancing from the San Thomé river, with a piece of
cannon drawn by many oxen. It was a heavy iron eighteen-poun-
der. | The field-pieces at Carvalho’s fired upon them at random fhot,
which frightened the cattle, and obliged the drivers feveral times to
unyoke the reftive, and at laft to throw them all off, when the Laf-

«cars alone dragged the gun : but when arrived at the ridge, where

the Sepoys had taken poft, it could not be made ufe of behind it ;
and whilft they were draw ing it farther forward into the plain, fe-
veral fhot which took place amongft them interrupted their attempt.
At length it was brought fo a proper ftation, -and at 2 o’clock began
to fire at point blank ; it was oppofed as before by the 4 three-

nders, which could not with the fame certainty reach {orfar, and
feyeral of the men ferving themwere killed by thethot, and wounded by
fragments of the houfe. Mean while the enemy to the fouth, be~
fides their cannonade, which continued hotter than in the forenoon,
advanced at different intervals feveral parties, as well from the divi-
fiotvon the deft, as the fwamy Youfe, with the appearance of af

Afault, but only to draw the unnex-fary fire of the Sepoysy which

5 always
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always fucceeded 3 and it became fortunate that foimany had quitted,
for even the beft who remained could not be reftrained from fiting
on every motion,although in vain. But by 5 0’clock in/the afternoon,
the perfeverance of the enemy’s cannonade obliged them likewife
to diminith it, for' fear of ruining their own guns, and at funfet it

ceafed totally, apd they were feen  yoking, and foon after drew off -

all their artillery, moving to the eaftward s the cighteenspounder
ceafed and drew off at the famé time. ‘The fight wagmore joyful
than they, fufpeéted to the troops in the village, for Calliaud had juft
before received information; that the mufket ammunition. was ex-
pended to fix cartridges a man, and only three balls, befides the grape-
thot, left for each of the field. pieces ; {o that no retreat could have been

made, if prefled by the enemy: in the open plain.  Spies followed them

until they had croffed the river of San Thomé, and began to take up

their quarters in the village of Marmelong 5 and immediately on the'

return of the fpies at.eight at night, Calliaud marched away with all
that remained of his force, in filence, fot. fear of the enemy’s cavalry,

and left fires to deceive them.  Before the mornipgsithey artived at

Vendaloor. The fugitive cavalry of the morning had mn away with
fomuch hurry, that they reached Chinglapett befgre neon. T rejoin
them, as well as to get a fupply of ammunition, Calliaud eontinued
his march the next day, and arrived there an the cvenitig, wwhere all

the Sepoys, who had not intirely. deferted; were likewifg afiembled.-
Of the Eurbpeans, feven were killed dead, and1 zwounded. Ttwas not.
{o eafy to afcertain the lofs fuftained by the Sepoys 3 but by the reports

of thofe who held out through the agtion, it tas computed th&;ﬁfty [

were killedon the fpot, and about 1,50 wete brought away wounded.
"T'he lofs of the ¢nemy was not known, but fuppofed to beigo Eu-
ropeans, and moft in proportion 'of ithe cayalty. The firing of the
aftion was heardiin the fort, and feveral parties at different tumes of
the dajr were feen going towards the mount, and nota few .-pallmkiné
and doalies returning from it with the woundeds LN
Notwithftanding the draughts whicl had been made for' this at<
tack, the enemy’s fire onthe fort cor tinued with more vivacity than
might have been expected, althin shnet fo frequent as the day be-
Vou. 11 M n m  fore,
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1 7 59. fore, but both their fhot and fhells were direfted againft the build-

‘icb}’u—;' ‘ings. - The Shaftefbury was not ready to weigh and bear down upon

the Briftol, at anchor in the road of St. Thomé, before the night

clofed, and in this interval the Briftol employed all the boats which

-could be affembled in unloading her ftores, and for more difpatch

put a part of them on board of the floop which was in the road

when fhe arrived, and into the other from the black town, which had

- pafled and anchored near her; neverthelefs the had not difcharged

S half her cargo before night, and for fear of the Shaftefbury fet hll

and twas out of reach before morning.. - It being fuppofed that the

fervice at the mount had drained the enemy’s pofts to the fouthward

of the fort, two companies of Sepoys were detached in the afternoon,

who proceeded as far as the goVemor’s garden, from whence they

brought off fome ammunition, and in their returh fet fire to the ga-

bions of the battery near the bar, ‘meeting no oppofition. The ene~

my’s mertars continued fparingly through the night, but as in the

day againit the houfes.” Not a man or' a gun was hurt in the fort
~during thefe 24 hours'; but the numbers of the garrifon were by this -

time fo much impaired by cafualties and ficknefs, that the grenadier

company, which had hitherto been kept in referve, were obliged to

furnifh a proportion to the guards of the different pofts.

The next day, which was the 1oth, the enemy fired with four
guns and one mortar from Lally’s, threc guns from the burying-
ground, two from the Loreain battery, and with two mortars at
the fecond crochet : the guns at Lally’s fired ffhartly, but moft of
the fthet from hence, ag well as the fhells from all the three mor-
tars, were, as the day &for&, direfted againft the buildings, which
were much rent and fhattered.  The mortars continued thlough the
night, during which the garrifon began another embrafure in the
fafcine battery on the beach, within the flow of the furf; it was in-
tended to fweep the ftrand, along which the enemy might approach
under cover of the bank of fand which forms the beach and ftops the
fea that hasthrown it up. The gallery or mine at the falient angle

»was this day compleated s it hal been puthed go feet from the coun-

ger-fearp of the diteh) which brooght it under the enemy’s breach-
!‘]‘T
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ing battery, when a fhort return was made on each hand from the
end, and in a chamberat the end of each return was laid a box,
containing 200 pounds of powder, to which the fauciflfons were

fixed. The gallery before the blind was fufficiently advanced to-

wards the fea-fide to crofs any approach under ground to the blind,
and another branch was opened from this gallery ten feet on the
outfide of the eaft face of the covered way, parallel to which it was
intended to prolong the branch to the north, in order to difcover
and meet the enemy if working underground in this part. In the
morning the Cuddalore floop belonging to the Company returned
into the road, which fhe had left ten'days before, having employed this
- time in regaining the diftance fhe had failed in one: orders were im-
-mediately fent off to her by a catamaran ; in confequence of which
the bore down into the road of St. Thomé, and attacked the two
fmall veflels lying there, which had not yet landed all the ftores
they had received from the Briftol. The veflels, after receiving 2
few: thot, weighed and ran clofe to the furf; within 100 yards of the
fhore ; the Cuddalore followed-them as- near as fthe could, when a

party of muiketry, with two field-pieces, came tothe ftrand, and

began to fire on her ; by which the crew, who were all' Lafcars,

were fo much frightened; that they could hardly be p'revallcd onto ~

ftand the deck : the mafter, therefore; bore away, and in the even-
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ing anchored again before the fort: = The fire of the day and night

Wounded two Europeans and one Sepoy, and «difabled a 24 pom\der
on the demi baftion.

On the 1xth the enemy’s fire continued from the fame cannon
and mortars as the day before, but more beifkly. The Cuddalore
floop bore down again in the morning upon the two veflels in the
road of St. Thomé, and was again beat off by the fame fire from the
thore. 'The outvard embrafure of the fafcine ‘battery in the furf
was compleated, and pallifadoes ftaked in front of it: a range of
trees were laid before the pailifadoes, and others along the fhoulder
of the battery in the furf itfelf. The cafualties in the' day and night
were two Europeans and one Sepoy killed, and four Europeans and

M na2 one
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one Sepoy wounded ; a twenty-four pounder was dlfabled on the
Y royal baftion. i
Al The fame fire contmued on the 1 2th but with more effe&t, dxfablmg
fix guns. Before this time all the original parapet of the . E. baftion
had been battered away ; and fo much of the bedy of the baftion itfelf
.crumbled, that the outfide of the gabions and fand-bags, which had
been fubftituted on the rampart, did not extend beyond the ground
which had been the line of the infide of the original parapet; and in -
the afternoon of this day a fhot from a twenty-four pounder on
Lally’s battery came quite through the gabions, and wounded a cen-
.tinel in the baftion ; four -other Europeans and ome Sepoy were
wounded, and two Europeans were killed, during thefe 24 hours,
"At three in the morning of the a3th, a party from the enemy’s
itrenches, confifting of 50 coffrees, advanced .along the fea-fide from
- the ftockade, of which they were in poflefiion, intending to ftorm and
-nail up the guns iu the fafcine battery. They were led by a ferjeant
.chofen;for his bravery, with the promife of a commiffion if the ats
‘tempt, fucceeded. The party. was difcovered when within 30 yards
of the work, on which théy halted, probably to form for the pufh;
and in this fhort interval received two rounds of grapesthot from the
.embrafure next the breach, the execution of which threw them into
sfuch confufion, that they all ran back to the trenches, leaving feven
dead, and the ferjeant defperately wounded. Upon this alarm, the
* drums beat to arms, and all the garrifon and inhabitants repaired to
their.feveral pofts : and a fmart fire was kept up from the defences,
.and returned by the enemy from the trenches, for fome time after
the party was repulfed. “The {ferjeant crawled into the covered way,
where he was taken wp, told what he knew of the enemy’s inténa
tions, and died before day-break This day the enemy ceafed firing
from the three guns in the Lorrai battery, by which the numljes
of their cannon wds reduced to feven pieces; but the five in Lally’s
fired very brifkly: their three mortars continued as before through
the day, but, very {paringly durmg the night, which gave fufpicion
ithat they were bufy at work ib their trench% and before day-light
A W ar
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At three o’clock in the morning, it was difcovered that they: had 4d-
vanced fome gabions on the edgeof the furf beyond the Palmyra froc-
kade, which indicated that they either  ntended to bring canrion againft
the fafcine battery, or t0 advance by traverfes undericover of the
beach which was fteep, and
fafcine battery together : a ftrong fire was kept up fromthe fafcine
battery upon the {tockade, and the gabions they had advanced until
the morning. In thefe 24 hours no guns were difmounted 1n ' the
fort, but ¢hree Europeans were killed, and four; with one Sepoy,
wounded. ~ The 'mine under the enémy’s battery at the falient 4ngle
of the covéred way was compleatly ftopt up beforé noon ;' and three
" pioneers, covered at night by ten grenadiers, were continued at the
~counterfcarp in readinefs to make the explofion. : 2

It bemng difcovered at day-break of the 14th, that the enemy had
renewed their gabions béyond the fockade, a fally was' .made upon’
them at fun-rife. A fubaltern and 15 men went along the covered
way till they came upoh the flank of the ftockade, 40 men with
two captains advanced diredtly in front of it along the glacis,” fol-
lowed by 2o pioneers and an enginecr without arms. ' The two
parties attacked at the fame inftant, and their firft fire drove the

enemy from the fockade, and continued firing forwards from it on

all that nppeared s at the fame time the north ravelin, the royal, the

demi, and N. E baftion, plycd the trefiches with grape thot, and all
together deterred the enemy from venturing out of them, wﬁk)h
gave the ploncers leifure to overturn the gabions into the fea, and
to {pread and jevel the earth they contained. ” ‘After which, the
whole detachment returned unmmolefted into the covered way,
having only two men flightly woundéd. “The enemy’s fire cons
tinucd as the day before, but they threw very fe
during which they worked hard in replacing the gabions“which had
been overfet in the morning, and endeavoured to compleat the tra-
verfe from them towards the furf; but the fire of a twelve-pounder
from the fafcine battery, anid the thells from the demi baftion, can-
tinually interrupted fheie work. | Tn/the cvening the

adlgop with ftores from Pondicharry anchored in the road of St.
2 : Thome 3

then attack the covered way ‘and the

w thells in the night,

Diligent and
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Thomé 5 and on their appearance 1§ failors which had been taken
-out of the Shaftfbury to ferve in the garrifon, with 30 more Eu-
‘ropeans, were fent on board with orders to Captain Inglifs to bear
«down, and attack thefe veflels. ~The decks of the Shaftfbury being
Jumbered with goods, the did not get under fail until 11 o’clock at
‘night, and was too {foon difcovered by the two veflels, which immedi-
‘ately got under way, and before day-break were too far to the fouth-
ward to.be purfued. In thefe 24 hours two Europeans were killed, and
5 wounded, but none of the Sepoys were hurt. A twenty-four pounder. .
‘on the demi baftion was {plit in the muzzle by one of the enemy’s
thot. For feveral days a number of labourers, guarded by a party of
foldiers, with an wofficer, had been difcerned from the ftecple de-
mohﬂnng the governor’s garden-houfe, and in the afternoon of this
iday they fet fire to the village of Chlpmk which ftood at the back
viof the garden, between the bar of the river and the village of Trip-
licane.

The next day, Wlnch was the 1 5th the enemy s fire was very
brifk in the morning, from fix guns in Lally’s, four at the burying-
ground, and two in the Lorrain battery; but it decreafed in the
afternoon, ‘and at § o’clock they only fired from three in Lally’s,
and two at the burying-ground, and from neither of the two in the
Lorrain battery: the fire of their mortars likewife flackened. Several

" eamels and many coolies were, feen paffing from St. Thomé acrofs
Egmarc plain to the Black town, loaded, it was fuppofed, with am-

* muntion ; but a much greater number . of coolies with all kinds of
burthens pafled ffom thence to the fouthward, which confirmed the
intclligence of a {py, that the enemy were fmdmg away their fuper-
 fluous flores and the remains of their booty to Pondicherry, and gave
credit to the information of the deceafed ferjeant, that they had de-

% termined to raife the fiege. They fired very few thells, and ¢on-
tinwed very quiet in their trenches during the night ; but the parrifon
fufpedting that they might be cartying on their gabions by the fea-
fide, kept tup a fmart fice from the fafcine battery upon the head of
their fap until 2 o’clock in the morning, when thé moon gave f{uf-
ficient dight to difcover that they were doing nothing there; on
whach
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which the firing ceafed. At the fame time, the enemy’s gbandr i 1759s
their battery on the creft of ‘the ‘glacis, which:for: fome days had
only been ufed as a lodgement for mufketry, perceived and fired upon
a party of Sepoys who were leveling the rubbith at the foot of the
demi baftion, which had-been beat down by the canhonade of the
day. One of the Sepoys was killed, on which the reft ran away,
and no other of thefe troops could be prevailed upon to continue the
work, which was however compleated by a party of Europeans. . A
fix-pounder in the fafcine battery was difabled by one of the enemy’s
fhot. The cafualties in the 24 hours, were one Coffree and one
Sepoy killed, and one of each, with two Europeans, wounded, and
licutenant Hopkins loft his right arm by a -¢annon fhot. - T'wo
letters were received this day from Major Calliaud, datéd the rath
and 13th, advifing his intention to make a forced march from Ching-
lapett, with the troops under his command, inhopes of furprizing
the fort of Sadrafs, of which the French continued in  pofieffion ;
and requefting that money and ammunition might be fent" to him
there, in confequence of which the Cuddalore floop was immediately
difpatched with 300 three-pound thot;and 20,000 pagodasin money.
This fum compleated %s,coo; which had been fent out.of the fort,
fince invefted, for the fupply of the army abroad. ‘Much more res
mained in the company’s treafury, which was indebted for this
affluence to the remittances from their acquifitions in Bengal 3 but,
had this {ource failed, the wealth of individuals colle@ed wiﬂ}in the
fort would have been muc;h more than {ufficient to have anfwered
all the expences incurred for its defence. Very different: were the
faculties and finances of the enemy. The treafury of ‘the govern-
ment at Pondicherry was exhaufted, and individuals from their dif-
truft and deteftation of Mr. Lally would lend none to forward the
public caufe,” although their own ; and from violence and! mif-
management, the countries which had been reduced, and were the
swhole extént between Devi Cotali, Arcot, and Madrafs, had futnifhed
neithér tevenues or other means adequate to the wants and con-
fumption of the enemy’s ‘arnyy ¢mploved in the fiege, where the
pay of the common foldiers was at this time fix weeks iniatrear, 1.:nd :
tneir
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their other neceflities equally ill fupplied ; who neverthelefs, not-
Ty withftanding the difcontented difcourfes of their officers, {till more
February. .1 onourable becaufe they had all got plunder, perfevered in their
duty with uniremitting {pirit and alacrity, and Mr. Lally feems to

~have refpected their merit.  But the Sepoys had neither the fame
principles, nor received the fame encouragement, for he had always

treated them, as all the natives in general, with the utmoft contempt

and feverity, which they now revenged, juft as their flender fervices

" became moft important, by threatening to leave ‘the army, if they

were not immediately paid ; and fpreading their example by their
correfpondence, 500, who had béen pofted with a few “wropeans in
the fort of Tripaffore, forced the gates, and marching out with their
arms ‘plundered the country, in order, as they faid,  to colle& their
arrears.. ‘The news was brought to the black town a few hours after
the event, on the 15th, and created much anxiety, becaufe all the
provifions which the army reccived, came by T'ripaflore, and might
be eafily diverted by thefc malecontents. Few refrained from de-
claring that the fiege onght to be irnmédiately raifed ; but Mr. Lally,
to maintain the lead of his own opinion, gave out that he would
never quit the eriterprize, until he had tried the {uccefs of a general
affault, and talked as if the hour was not far diftant. :
The next morning, which was the 16th, the enemy’s cannon,
although not increafed in number, fired with more vivacity than for
many days before. At 3 in the afternoon intelligence was brought
by a catamaran from Paliacat, that a floop, which had juft anchored
there, had fpoke on the gth of the month in the lat. of 149, with the
thips from Bombay, from *which the Shaftfbury had feparated ; and
that they had been feen on the 12th oft Durafapatam, 1oo miles to
the north of Madrafs. At 5 o/clock in the afternoon, . the fix fhips
were defcryed in the N. E. ftanding towards the road ; neverthelefs
the enemy’s fire continued with uncommon vivacity until funfct ;
and it being concluded, that, if they had ever intended to make a
eneral affaule, it would be attempted this night, before the rein-
forcements could be landed, every:foldier and inhabitant in the gar-

rifon ¢apable of ftanding to his arms repaired to their refpective pofts,
and
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and as foon as it was dark a hot fire of mufketry from the north
face of the defences was kept up. on the enemy’s works, which:
they returned with equal alacrity.” - At ten at night the fhips, di-
re€ted by lights held out in the fort, anchored in the road. The
firing on fliore ftill continued, and at 2 in the morning that from
the enemy, in their lodgement, on the creft of the glacis, and in
their pofts and fap oppofite to the N.E. baftion and fafcine battery,
although very ftrong before, grew ﬁrbnger than ever, butstheir thot
flew too high : it began to flacken foon after, when the blaze of fires,
were perceived: in their trenches : at 3 all their annoyances ceafed

intirely, after which ne motions. of:men were any longer diftin-

guifhed ; but feveral large piles-of wood in the rear of Lally’s battery
were {een in flames. ‘The cafualties fince the preceding morning to
this time, were three Europeans and one Sepoy wounded, and one
Sepoy killed. :

At day-break the whole army were difcovered in full march fromy
the weft fide of thé black town: towards the Choultry Plain, and the
greateft part had already crofled the northern river.. They had pre-

vioufly undermined the redoubt and powder-mill at Egmore ; and. -

at g o'clock a party left for the purpofe made the explofion, which
intirely ruined both ;. thefe works: had coft the Company 50,000
pounds, and could not be reftored in a twelvemonth. The, enemy
were then perceived marching on to the mount. The hurry of their
retreat {aved the black town from the refolution: which Mr.. Lally

had taken of reducing it to: athes, if compelled to raife the fiege..
By noon: the troops in the fhips were: all landed :. they were,” in~-

cluding officers, 600 men.

.y
Joy and curiofity carried out every one to view and contemplate;

the works from which they had received fo much moleftation, for.

theenemy’s fire had continued 42 days. Thirty-three pieces of cannotl,,

18 or 24 pounders, were found in their pofts and. works, of which.
26 were difabied; but feven were in their carriages, and both in good
condition. Some fpate carriages were likewifle left, and many
cannot fhot, but no mortars, although feveral beds 3 and many mili<-
tary ftores, with quantities of powder in cafks and flannel bags,,
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were found carelefsly feattered 'in the trenches. They evacuated -
AT San Thomé, and whatever guards between this place and the fort
" were withdrawn at the {ame time that the army left the black town.
The garrifon, as foon as certified of their departure, fent out. parties
to the, fouthward and ‘to Egmore, who colleted .19 guns more,
moftly iron three pounders: fo that the whole number which the
enemy loft and left behind were 52 pieces of cannon. One hun-
dred and fifty barrels of good powder, and as many cafks of damaged
ammunition, were found in San Thomé. But the ftrongeft proof
of the hurry and confufion with which they raifed the fiege, was the
negle& of their fick and wounded, leaving 44 Europeans, (all who
had not been fent away before) in their hofpital in the black town,
with a letter from Mr. Lally, recommending them to the care of
the Englith governor : they were received and treated with' the
{ame attentions, as if they had belonged to the garrifon, and moft of
them afterwards recovered. !

The fort fired during the fiege 26,554 rounds from their cannon,

4,502 thells from their mortars, and threw 1990 hand-grenades :
_the mufketry, expended 200,000 cartridges: In thefe fervices were
ufed 1768 barrels of gun-powder. Thirty “pieces of cannon and
~ g mortars had been difmounted on the works. ~There remained in
the fort, artillery fufficient for another fiege, with 30,767 cannon-
balls, ‘but only 481 thells, and 668 barrels of gun-powder. As
many of the enemy’s cannon-balls were gathered in their works,
or‘about the defences of the fort, or feund in wells and tanks in
the black town, as the garrifon had expended. The enemy con-
fumed all the fhells of the two firft rates in the ftores of Pondi-
cherry, and threw of all forts 8ooe, of which by far the greateft
number were direQted againft the buildings, all of which lay to-
ther in half the area within the svalls, in the old town to the
eaftward ; and {earcé a houfe remained that was not opened to the

heavens.
Of the European officers, one major, Polier, two captains, fix
lieutenants, and four enfigns, were killed : one captain and one licu-

veniant died of ficknefs: 14 other officers were wounded, of whom .
: fome

I
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rank and file in the battalions of Europeans, and of the men be-
longing to the artillery, 198 were killed, 52 died in the hofp1tal 20
deferted, 122 were taken prifoners, and 167 were wounded ; in all
579 3* but many of the wounded recovered. Of the lafcars, who
were natives affifting in the artillery, nine were killed, and 13
wounded. Of the Sepoys, including officers, 105 were killed, 217
wounded, and 440 deferted. 'The lofs in Europeans was more than
reinftated by the troops. brought in the fhips. oy
The governor Mr. Pigot, as foon as the enemy difappeared re-
linquithed the fpecial authority which had been vefted in himfelf,
to the ufual adminiftration of the council, of which he was prefident 5
and received their thanks for the good effeéts of his refolution and
- adivity during the fiege: he had vifited the works every day, en-
couraging the garrifon by his prefence, and rewarding thofe ex-
pofed to feverer fervices, with money. Provifions of all kinds in
abundance, and of the beft condition, had been laid up, and as well
as all the military ftores, were diftributed from the different ma-
gazines, under the direion of the members of the council, affifted

by the inferior fervants of the company, whofe habits of bufinefs.

eftablithed and continually preferved thefe details fiee of all let and

confufion.

The Prefidency, as foon as re-eftablithed in its ufual forms, ac~
knowledged their {enfe of the zeal and conftancy with which the
garrifon had fuftained every danger and fatigue ; and no men ever |

better deferved this teftimony, for fcarce a murmur had been. ut-

tered : all was emulation : All however acknowledged that the

enemyy in proportion to their numbers compared with the ftrength
of the garrifon and works, had pufhed the attack with unremitting
perfeverance and endeavour, and the enemy equally refpected  the
fcience and fteadinefs of the defence. Indeed mloft of the principal
officers of the Company’s troops had been inured to fervice under their
genual Colonel Lawrence, whom they fhill regarded as their pre-

ceptor in the fiege : they were, Major Polier ; the Captains Pafcall,
N.aa 2 Chatles;

G
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Charles Campbell, Beaver, Richard Smith, :Gurtler, de Beck,
‘Freifhman, Vaflerot, Black, Hume, Donald Campbell, Greig.
Every repair and additional work: was “executed with regularity
and dlipatch under the diretion of Mr. Call the chief engmef’r,
although this was the firft fiege;, whether offenfive or defenfive; in
which he had ferved. Captain Hiflop, who arrived with a company :
of ‘the King’s artillery-men, at the fame time as Adlercron’s regis
ment, was the {enior officer in this branch ; he had ferved in Bergen~r
- .op-zoom. The Company’s artillery, which furnifhed all the cannon
and ammunition, was commanded by Captain Robert Barker : even
the enemy acknowledged that the promptitude and execution of the
 fire from the fort was fuperior to their own : whatfoever guns or
mortars were difabled on the defences, were 1mmcd1ately replaced
by others prepared in ftore : Colonel Draper and Major Brereton
were of the King’s troops : fo that no town was ever attacked, which
had in proportion to the garrifon fuch a number of excellent and ex-
perienced officers. The exertions .of Major Calliaud -and Captain
Prefton were equal in the field,  Thus every officer of diftinétion on
the eftablitbment of Coromandel svas employed i the defence of
Madrafs, excepting Captain Jofeph Smith, to whom was committed
the prefervation of the next important objet, Tritchinopoly, in
which the French prifoners out-numbered five to one the invalid
Europeans of his garrifon.

In the evening, after the enemy retreated, came in Vaflerot and
the ten troopers with intelligence from Calliaud. This officer
marched from Chiuglapett on the.13th, but mifled by the guides
did not arrive at Sadrafs, as he mtcnded the next mght but the
morning after ; ; when the Dutch refidents, although remaining in the
town only on fufferance from the French, who were in pofleffion of
their fort, protefted agamnft his enttance with hoftile appearance
‘on the territory belonging ' te the Dutch company. At the fame
time-a party of French troops, which were halting thére in their
way from Pondicherry to join Mr, Lally, went into the fort, and
this reinforcement rendered the attempt umpracticable excepting by

. a'regular attack, to which the artillery with Calliaud was not
5 adequate,

February,
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adequate. He neverthelefs remained to inveflt the fort, and foon

 after intercepted a letter from Mr. Lally to Mr. Deleyrit, dated the
14th, written in the bittereft terms of reproach and refentment,

-imputing the faiture of his attempt againft Madrafs, which he then
{aw inevitable, to the iniquities and treachery of the government of
Pondicherry, denouncing, that if this place fhould efcape  the ven-
geance it merited of fire from heaven, nothing could preferve it long
from deftrution by the fire of the Englith.

The lofs of men fuftained by the French army is no ‘where ac-
quired ; they were 2700 firelocks when they advanced from Conje-
veram ; and Mr. Lally, in the intercepted letter, fays, that he had
{till 2000 Europeans; the Sepoys with him were not imore than
1000, for feveral detachments were abroad. ‘The lofs of the cannon
and ammunition which had been left or thrown away, he imputed
to the want of ferviceable bullocks, and this deficiency to the ra-
pacity of the contrattors leagued with the council of Pondicherry.

His army marched away in rags, and without provifions, but, having

gun-powder and horfe, exa&ed them, and continued their rout to
Arcot. Advices of their retreat had been fent off to Calliaud as
foon as they difappeared, who immediately on the information
detached Mahomed Ifloof with 1200 Sepoys from Sadrafs, to re-

inforce Chinglapett, left the French army fhould inveft this place; -
the Sepoys by a forced march arrived before, the enemy could have
intercepted them, if fuch had been theif fintention : the next day-

Major Calliaud, with the remaining fix comﬁéhies of Sepoys, and all
the cavalry, Abdulwahab at the head of his own, came mto Madrafs.
Thus ended this fiege, without doubt the moft ftrenuous and regular
that had ever been carried on in Indias and we have detailed it, in
hopes that it aay remain an example and incitement.

[ 3
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however, continued. €

. O'T only the Carnatic and its dependencies, /but all the adja-
cent powers, had fixed their attention, with various hope and

anxiety, on the fiege of Madrafs, as an event, which fooner or later

muft greatly affect their tefpeftive views and interefts. It was be-
lieved, and juftly, that much and extenfive reputation would be ac-
quired by the defence 3 but as this advantage would foon be loft if
the adjacent territory were not recovered and proteted, it was. re-
folved to take the field without delay. With the reinforcement
brought in the fhips, there were in the town when the fiege Was
raifed, of all ranks, 1900 eftimated Europeans, including go Topaffes

" and 6o Coffrees, inferted in the different companies : of this number

1500 rank and file were fit for immediate duty ; and this force was
Yufficient to face the French army. Neverthelefs, the vigour of the
determination exceeded the means : many carriages for the artiflery
and ftores were to be prepared, and the artificers bring moftly natives
were few, and had much other work to do: draught and carriage
billocks were to be provided, and the ravages of the enemy had left
none in the country ; provifions were equally fearce ;. perfeverance,
hinglapett being fecured, the reft of the
troops with Mahomed Ifloof, the hotfe with Abdulwahab, and thofe
feont with Majr Calliand by Tondiman and Tanjore, encamyped on

§
the choultry .plhn, =vhere they were joined day Dby day by the

Faropeans ;_'Qf”_th.e garrifon 3
arch, and in this interval arrived two more. coms
panies

but the whole were not ready tomove
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panies of Drapet’s regiment, ‘which the fhips they came in from

England had carried to Benigal in the latter feafon of "the laft year,.' v

and they were now returned to the coaft.. The whole force which
now took the ficld were 1156 BEuropeans, rank and file, includ ding

the artillery men, with 10 field-picces, of which two were 12

pounders; 1570 Sepoys, 1120 Colleries, and 1956 horfe. On
news of their approach, Mr. Lally moved back from Arcot with'the
main body of his troops, and took poft at Conjeveram, where the
advantages of the fituation left them nothing to fear from an inferior

. force; and, his health being much impaired, he went away to Pon -
‘dicherry on the 6th, lewmg the command to Mr. Soupire, with
orders not to rifque a general*battle’; but to wait the attack. T'he-
defelts of equipments fiill retarded the progrefs or the Englith army,
and it was the 18th before they arrived at Paupa Braminy’s Choultry,

- within feven miles of Conjeveraim. On the laft march, Mahomed
Hioof, with fome horfe, advancing before the line, met fome of the |
enemy’s European cavalry, who, though much inferior in number, |
flood a fkirmifth with the foremoft of 'his; and were driven back,
with the lofs of an officer and two horfes killed. On the 3d, Cap-
tain Prefton at Chinglapett, hearing there was but a {flight force in
the fort of Carangoly, had detached Licutenant Airy, with feven
companies of Sepoys, to furprize it; but they took a panic under

; the walls, not to be recovered by the bravery of their officer;

). which encouraged the garrifon to fally, who killed 25 of them in

their fhght.

Whilft the army'was before Conjeveram, letters were received fromy
Colonel Forde, who was fet down before Mafulipatam, defpairing of
fuccefs, unlefs he were reinforced with men and fuppled with money.
By this time, it was found that all the refources of the prefideney were

« _ inadequate to the expence of keeping the avipy in the freld, and nopro--

bability appeared of gaining a decifive advam'xge over theenemy, “The

Prefidency therefore inelined to bring the troops into-caatonments, and

to fend zoo men to Colonel Forde. Colonet'T.am «ence, although
convinced of the imprudence of attacking the encruy iy the nmb
they oceupied at Con_;everam, was cqudlly perfuaded of the evil eon-

fequences
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quences of retreating before them, and came to Madrafs on the
26th, to diffuade the Council, cither from diminifhing their foree,
or from withdrawing it into garrifon ; and his arguments prevailed;
15 then declared the inability, to ‘which the impaired fate of his
Liealth had reduced him, of continuing in the command of thé army. ;
and received the higheft regrets and encomiums of his eminent Yer-
vices, crowned by exertions much beyond his age, in the defence of
Madrafs. ‘The command then devolved to Tuicutenant-Colonel Draper,
who was likewife too ill to accept it, and foon after embarked fot
England ; on which it fell to Major Brereton, the next officer in the
king’s regiment, and Major Calliaud fucceeded Coionel Lawrence in
the diftinét command of the Company’s troops.

Nazeabullah, the Nabob’s brother, had accompanied the French
army to Madrafs, and remained fome days with them in the black
town 3 when his own affairs, his doubts of the fuccefs of the fiege,
and the reprefentations and example of his brother, Abdulwahab,
who was joining the Englifh troops in the field, induced him
to return to Nelore, which Mr. Lally having derived no advantage
from his prefence or endeavours permitted without reluétance.
Still, however, holding fair to the French, he retained a few of
their Europeans, and 200 of their Sepoys ; but as foon as he heard

I N
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that the fiege was raifed, he refolved to declare intirely for the -

Englith, and blackened his zeal, by putting to death all the French
Europeans, excepting their officer, Saint Denys. It is not known

whether they attempted refiftance 3 but the Sepeys laid down-their
arms, and were quietly turned out of the fott. With the advices
of this deed, he profered to pay 39,000 pagodas a year, if the Pre-
fidency would confirm him in the government of Nelore, and its
diftri&s ; and, as no revenue, excepting from his good-will, was to
be expeted from that part of the country, until the Englifth army had
gained the fupetiority, nis terms were accepted, and he fent the
French officer to Mad afs. Abdulwahab continued with the army,
and his fervices were rewarded by a confirmation of the diftricts of
Chailagtiiry and Chitore. The three greater Polygars to the

Vor. 1L Qoo noith«
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1759. northward, Bangar-yatchum, Bomrauze, and Damerlah Venkytap- .
o pah, wrote letters of congratulation, although they had given no
arch. : :
affiftance during the fiege : they were ordered to guard their own

hills, and affift Chandergherry and Chittore, if attacked. 'The mi-
nor Polygars nearer Madrafs were frightened, in expectation of pu-
nithment for the robberies they had committed in the Englifh
diftrié@s during the diftrefles of the fiege; but their delinquency
was overlooked, and they were told to affift the forts of Pon-
damelée and Tripafore, into which garrifons of Sepoys had been
fent, as foon as they were abandoned by the enemy in their retreat
to Arcot.

Even the cautious Mortizally of Velore congratulated “the Prefi-
dency on the repulfe of the fiege. The body of Morattoes, with Go-
paul Row, who had in the preceding year warred and gained the
half of Cudapah, and to whom proffers had been made for their af-
fiftance, remained at the paffes of Damalcherry, waiting the event:
and as foon as the French retreated, Gopaul Row claimed 12 lacks
of rupees, alledging that he had negleéted other concerns of greater
confequence, it expe@ation of the ultimate fummons of the prefi-
dency, and that the dread of his troops had obliged the French to
vaife the fiege. It was known that he had equally been offering his
afiftance to the French, and the prefidency recommended to him, to
cut their army to pieces before they reached Pondicherry, and then he
fhould have the money. He replied, in feveral letters, fraught with
infinuations of the raifchief he intended to bring on the Englith,as
well at Bombay, as in the Carnatic ; and fent joo of his Morat-
toes to join the French army ; but Mr. Deleyrit, the governor of
Pondicherry, advifed Mr. Lally not to entertain them, becaufe they
would not fail to plunder with greater detriment in the French dif-
trifks, as more extenfive, than in thofé whith the Englifh bad reco-
vered. They were difinified with complimefits and a {m~™F prefent,
on which Gopaul Row to compenfate and revenge rhe Uifappoints
ment, fent a detachment round the hills, which tock " pelleflion of
the town and pagoda of ‘Tripetty, intending to collet? theweveniics

of the approaching feaft in April, which the French ggvernment
oy expelted



" He was then requefted to

, Myfore country, where he was, at different times,

¢ X TANJORE., TRITCHINOPOLY.
expe
three northern Polygars as friends to the Englith,
of the chout, or tribute, which Gopaul Row had demanded, and
had not time to exact in the preceding year. :

The king of Tanjore fired guns, and congratulate
and prawefs of Madrafs ; and, the Prefidency encouraged by his pro-
feflions, propofed to him to affift them in a plan to fusprife the fort of
Karical, when the fquadron fhould arrive on the coaft : to which he
anfivered, that the laft Loftilities of the French had ruimed his coun-
try, and that the crop at prefent on the ground would likewife be de-
ftroyed, if difturbances were renewed = but that, as the Englith had
beat off the French army from Madrafs, they fhould immediately
drive them out of Pondicherry, when Karical would fall of courfe.
let beeves be purchafed in his country as pro-
vifions for the {quadron ; which the ftri¢tnefs of his religion regarded
as an abomination, nor would. he fuffer the interpreter 10 go on m
reading the letter, writtén to him on this fubject.

The Nabob, ever fince Lis arrival at Tritchinopoly, had continued
fick. His diforder was a jaundice, produced by excefs of vexation at
the late humiliations of his fortune : the repulfe of the French attack
o Madrafs conduced not a little to the recovery of his health ; but
his ‘mind retained much follicitude for every future contingency.
However, the vigilance of Captain  Jofeph Smith had preferved
the diftriéts dependant on the city in peace and cultivation,

to pay their fhares

don the fortune

their revenues
expences of the garrifon,
great number of French prifoners in the 'city, who were” \500,
whilft the European force in the garrifon did not exceed 70 men,
had been an obje& of conftant anxiety, and plots were conti-
ntentions to break out of their dun=
geoTls ; -which obliged Captain Smith to confire them with the ‘uts
moft feverity. », The Rheddi of Terriore, whom he had drwen out
of that town 25 Liiact in the month of July of the preceding year,

went.asfav sith thofe who efcaped with him, to the borders of the
joined by fuch 48

wore

nually difcovered of their 1

Qoo 2

Ged to receive. . ‘This detachment-in their way fummoned. the

and
were more than fufficient to defray the neceflary.

as well as of the Nabob's familys The'

March,
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were difaffe@ed to the other Rheddi, who had been reftored in his
Mawch,  itead. They fometimes made plundering excurfions into the coun-=
try between Terriore and Utatore; but attempted nothing of confe-

quence. - However, their numbers encreafed; and they kept up a
correfpondence with feveral of the principal men who continued

to refide with thesRheddi in Terriore. ~ When Mahomed Iffoof
marched away in November to the relief of Madrafs, the garrifon of
Tritchinopoly could not fpare the number of Sepoys. neceffary to
compleat his command, and three of the five companies which had

been left in Terriore, were tecalled to make up the deficiency. Asg

foon as they were gone, the expelled Rheddi, with his troops, who

were waiting to retake the place, arrived before they were difcovered

at the barrier of the wood, where fome of the remaining Sepoys were
ftationed ; but the reft of the guard had been feduced, and in-

ftead of aflifting the Sepoys, turned their arms upon them, and
delivered up the barrier to the enemy, who marched on, and
advanced to the town without interruption, fending fo much

~ terror before them, that the Rheddi within, with his troops, and

the inhabitants, that adhered to him, ran away into the wood
and hills, leaving the Englith ferjeant with the Sepoys, to defend
themfelves as they could. The ferjeant took pofleflion of the palace,
which was an extenfive building ; but the enemy furrounded it in
the houfes on all fides, that not a man could apppear who was not
expofed to their fire, which obliged the ferjeant to capitulate, and h.e
eafily obtained permiffion to march away to Tritchinopoly, with their
arms, and whatever ¢lfe they chofe to carry. Captain Jofeph Smith
had received fome intelligence of the intention to attack the place,
and had detached fome troops to reinforce it, but it was loft before
they 'arrived at the wood. This event happened in the end of No-
vember. “In the next month, Huffein Cawn, who had been driven
in the month of July from Seringham by a detatchment from Trit-
chinopoly, returned from Pondicherry with‘fc_)me S:poys and two
field-pieces, and took poft at Utatore, intendm.g agail iﬁ(,ﬂi’d\ ance to
the ifland, and retake the pagoda; but Captain Smitis fent aparty
from the garrifon, under the command of Captain Blake, who did
' not
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“terror before them, that the Rheddi within, with his troops, and

were difaffe@ed to the c)the”r Rhcddx
ftead. They fometxmes made plun

quence. However, ¢heit numbers encreafed; and t 657‘ ‘
correfpondence with feveral of the prmclpal men
to refide with the'Rheddx in' Terndr .

Tntchmopoly could not fpare the number of Sepoys neceﬂ'ary to
compleat his command, and three of the five companies which. had
been left in Terriore, were recalled to make up the deficiency. As
foon as they were gone, the exgelled Rheddi, with his troops, who
were waiting to retake the placd, arrived before they were difcovered
at the barrier of the wood, where fome of the remaining Sepoys were
ftationed ; but the reft of the guard had ‘been feduced, and in-
ftead of affifting the Sepoys, turned their arms upon then, and
delivered up the barrier to the cnemy, Who marched on, and
advanced to the town without. mtcrtupnon, fending fo much

the inhabitants, that adhered to him, ran away into the wood
and hills, leaving the Englifh ferjeant with the Sepoys, to defend
themfelves as they could. The ferjeant took pofleflion of the palaCe,
which was an extenfive building ; but the enemy furrounded it in
the houfes on all fides, thatnot a man could apppear who was not
expofed to their fire, which obliged the ferjeant to capitulate, and he
eafily obtained permiffion to march away to Tritchinopoly, with their
arms, and whatever elfe they chofe to carry Captam Jofeph Smith
had received fome intelligence of the intention to attack the place,
and had detached fome troops to remforce it, but it was loft before
they arrived at the, wood. This event happened in the end of No-
vember, “In the next month, Huffeia Cawn, who kad been driven
in the month of July from Sermgham by a detatchment t from Trit-
chinopoly, returned from Pondlcherry with @me tpoys and two
ﬁeld-gmces, and took poft at Utatore, mtendmg agan :.n,wedvancewto
the ifland, and retake the pagoda; but Captain Smitiy font
from the garrxfon, under the command of Captam Blake, who di
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ot fuffer them to reft until they took refuge in the Myfore coun-
“ry, where they remained, propofing {chemes, and foliciting aflift-
Jnce ; but meeting little encouragement from this government, Huf~
{ein Cawn offered to join- the Rheddi, wlhio had retaken Terriore,
in making incurfions into the ‘Nabob’s country : but the Rheddi,
making a merit of refraining from the mifchief in his power, proffered
money and regular terms of {ubmiffion to the Nabob, who, for the
fake of the money, and to fave the expence of defending the diftant
villages, accepted his obedience, and confirmed him in the govern-
ment; in which this was his fourth inftallation, and the other
Rheddi had loft and refumed it as often. |
"The countries of Madura and Tiaivelly had relapfed into their
former ftate of anarchy and confufion, after Mahomed Iffoof, with {o
large a part of his force, was recalled out of them in the month of
July. AH ‘that the feven companies of Sepoys left in the city of
Madura could do, was- to colleét from the country provifions fuffi-
cient for their fubfiftance. . The incurfions of the Nattam colleries
rom the north, and of thofe under the Polygars along the hills to
the weft, ruined o~ appropriated whatfoever cultivation of revenue
irofe in the diftriéts at a diftance from the city. To the fouthward,
i the Tinivelly country matters were much worfe. Maphuzé Cawn
forgot all his former profeffions of reconciliation, united more firmly
than ever, and took up his refidence with the Pulitaver, who Ted
the weftern Polygars; and Catabominaig, with Etiaporum, wha
were the heads of the weftern, concluding from the {upenority of
the French in the Carnatic, that the affaits of the Nabob™and thé:
Englifh would never recover, feized whatfoever country lay conve-
nient for them : nor did the five companies of Sepoys left in the fort
of Palamcotah, and bereft of all alliance, venturé any oppofition to
their encroachti’ 2.L2, or gviu L matntain the town of Tinivelly'; of
which Maphuze Khan «nd the Pulitaver once again took pofietlioh..
T'he Sepoys coatented t remfelves with preferving Palamcotah, where
they werc often obliged to defend the walls againft the fkirmifhes of
the Pulitaver’s colicries, which confumed their ammunition ; and,
os note of their letters fe.ched the Carpatic, or even T'itchinopoly,,

they

L §
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e they wrote by the hand of a Topafs; a letter to Anjengo, which is
"M;r";’ the fouthern of the Englith faGtories on the coaft of Malabar, re- '
: " quefting fupplies; but the Topafs writing what he thought Englith,
the letter was fo unintelligible, that the faory. neither underftood
from whence or whom it came, nor what they wanted. At length,
letters from Mahomed Ifloof procured them credit, which enabled
them to purchafe provifion, and even to get lead and gunpowder
from the fea-coaft in the bay of Tutacorin. It was very fortunate,
that the fidelity of the Sepoys in Madura and Palamcotah continued
unfhaken 3 for had either of thefe fortrefles been betrayed, no means
remained of retaking them ; and the ceflion of Madura might have
putchated Hyderally, the Myfore general, to join the French, who
at this very time had an officer of diftinétion treating with him at

Seringapatam. , .
‘The repulfe of the French from Madrafs had increafed the danger

of lofing thefe countuies, fince the French, being no longer under the
neceflity of keeping their whole force collelted in one point, might,
ftill leaving fufficient to oppofe the Englu’™ army in the field, detach
the reft to other objeé&s. The partizan Lauzhert was moving with
his flying troops from Pondicherry to the weltward ;3. and danger
to the city of Madura might accrue even from Huflein Cawn, if
he fhould get a body of Myforeans to accompany him from Dindigul,
On thefe confiderations, the Prefidency refolved: to fend Mahomed
1floof back into thefe countries, and to accept his offer of renting
Madura and Tinivelly, together, at the rate of five lacks of rupees
for the enfuing year, clear of all charges, excepting what might
arife from the neceffity of defending them either againft the French,
the Myforeans, or Morattoes. I'he Nabob had, ever fince the firft
appointment of Mahomed Ifloof to condud the war in thefe coun~
tries, rcgzirdcd him Wi‘th- fufpicion and ~-=tfion, and. infifted that they
fhould be lefe to his own difpofal and cou*ruul; al ‘hough he had
not in his whole dependcnce, a relation or offic :r of mil tary refolution
and experience fufficicnt to maintain them in this time ui Gidnulty.
The French and Epglith armies continued almeft in fight of each

other for two and twenty days 5 the one withing to be attacked, m
their
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their pofts at Conjeveram, the other, a general aftion in the open 1759

}tain 5 and aeither was feduced to give the advantage which the S

otner defired.  Moft of the diftri@s to the fouth of the Paliar were pi
or jurifdiGion of the French govern-

under either the protection -
ment 3 and as other defiances had failed, Major Brereton refolved to

march into them, as the likelieft means of bringing the enemy to
a battle, or at leaft of obliging them to quit Conjeveram, when
fome opportunity might arife of retaking this ‘place, without
i@&s already recovered as far as the Englith

which, even the diftn
army had advanced could not be protected, unlefs by their con-
feld, and in this part of the country. Accordingly,

the army moved on the 1ft of April from their encampment at Papa
Braminy’s Choultry ; on the 6th, they arrived, and took. pofieffion
of the pettah of Vandivath, in which they began to open ground
1 againﬁ: the fort, and {ent to Madrafs for two pieces of battering .
cannon ; and a detachment fent by captain Prefton from Chinglapett
_ Beat away the guard at Outramalore, of which place he took pof-

{effion, to fecure the line of Sommunication ‘with Vandiwath.
nterruption to the Englifh army,

M. Soupires neithe gave any 1
as they were marching away, 1or followed them. Mr. Lally had
oidered him to rifque nothing, and the French army had fof {ome

days been {educed to great diftrefs for want both of money and pro-

vifions. The fiege of Madrafs had exhaufted the treafury of Pon-
ticipated by mortgages for loans,

dicherry, and its revenues were an
and what monies could be collefted from the country between Con-.

jeveram and Arcet, or borrowed 1n the camp, {carcely furnifhed the
expences of the day, and the inhabitants of the neighbouring villages '
finding that the Englifh paid punétually, and at better prices, evaded

as much as poffible to carry any provifions to the French camp. The
renters of the neighhouring diteifis, magniif_ed the detriment &vhich
eheir landsliad fu fered fi~ . the Mortattoes of Gopaul Row, in oxder
to protrac their vayment:,

LI 2
by the plea of difcuffing their accounts.
In this fituarion, Mr. Sou) ires confidered the removal of the Eng]iﬂ\ 4
army as an advantage ;

ince it permitted him to reétreat 'ta Arcot,
with the appearance of p

tinuance 1n the

arting on equal terms. He left in Conjes
YeraLTk
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veram 300 Sepoys and 100 horfe, under the command of Musrzafa-
“AnL  Deg, who had deferted from the Englith a little before the fiege of
Madrafs, - "The renters at Arcot furnithed Mr. Soupires money ¢ 1d
provifions for cight days, and he extended his troops in different
- patties betswween Arcot and Trivatore, which is ituated 20 miles 8. W.
in the high read from thence to Vandiwath. ,
Mr. Lally, as {oon as he heard that the Englith army was before
. Vandiwath, immediately came out of Pondicherry with 300 Eu-
ropeans, ordering Mr, Seupires to meet him with the main body at
Chittapet 5 where, they artived on the i14th.. Trivatore is farther
from, Chittapet, than it is from Vandiwath. The nearer road from
Vandiwath to Cenjeveram is not good ; but from Vandiwath to
Trivatore, and hence to Conjeveram excellent, and of quicker
difpatch, although by the large angle it makes feveral miles more,
Major Brereton was informed in the evening of the 13th of the march
of the French army with Soupires, and that the whole had pafled
T'rivatore; on which he decamped in the night from Vandiwafh,
and, by a forced march, arrived the n.xt day at Trivatore, which
he found abandoned, and blew up one o€ the baftions; and con-
tinuing the fame ftrefs of march, they arrivea, on the evening of
the 15th; near Conjeveram.  Several letters had pafled with Murza-~
fabeg, who pretended to be willing to betray his truft, but atked fuch
terms as proved, that he only wanted to gain time until the French
army could come to hus relief 3 onwhich Colonel Monfon, with the
advanced divifion, invefted the pagoda in the evening, which it was
determined to ftorm the next morning. Murzafabeg no longer diffem-
bled, but kept up a bk fire of mufketry through the night ; by
which feveral, and Colonel Monion himfelf, was wounded.
The gateway of the pagoda at Conjeveram is fpacious and lofty, and
" the tower over it one of the largeft and higheft in the Caratic, It
ftands in the middle of the weftern wall, .~d f onts t>e principal ftreet
of the town, which is yery broad ; but the e is an area between, of
the fame breadth as the wall of the pagod, and. 3¢~ vards aerofs,
‘There were no gates fixed in the gateway ; and to cover the entrance,

the French had thrown up a ravelin before it in barbette, on which,
as

-
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as well as on the {mall towers at each angle of the pagdda, were
-mounted guns, but old, and of little fervice; and ' feaffoldings of
2 mbdos for fmall’ parties of mufketry were raifed along different

arts of the wall within. There was, in the area without, a large
choultry, with the back to the pagoda, about 1200 yards from the
gateway, but a little to the 'right. - Near this choultry, as good
cover, the troops threw up a ramp in the night, and early in the
morning began to fire over it againft the. ravelin from their two
twelve-pounders, which'the enemy returned ‘with all their means,
but with little execution ; only wounding Major Brereton Alightly,
and two or three of the gunners. By eight o'clock the earth of
the ravelin appeared fufficiently beaten down, and the troops marched
to the attack, led by Major Calliaud at the head of the grenadiers.
Few of the defenders waited the affault hand to ‘hand, but, after

heir fire, ran into the pagoda.’ The officers, ftimulated by

giving t
the ravelin, and

an intemperate rivality ‘of danger, got firlt over

began, as the men came, to form them for the attack ‘of  the ‘gate-

way, in the middle of wh*
on logs of wood; an< within were two lines of Sepoys difpofed in
an angle for the advantage of a crofs-fire on the entrance. In a
minute, 40 ot somen, of whom much too many were officers, were

crowded together within the ravelin, when the enemy fired thetr

un, which they had treble loaded with powder, and to the muzzle .

with mufket-balls and bits of ragged iron. 'The excefs of the ex-

plofion, and the thick black {moke which arofe from it, gave the-

r was the effe much lefs, it killed eight men
on the fpot, and wounded ten.  Of the killed were Captains Ste\;vg_rt
and Bannatyne, Lieutenant Elliot and Enfign Hunters of the

wounded, Major Calliaud, Captain Vaughan dangeroufly, a Licu-
tenant and two Enfigns.  Fven moft of thofe who were fafe were

fo furprized b this he’ock, that they ftood sawhile before they
formed again fo the a‘tack ; durirg which, they luckily fuffered
vety littke fivm the mifketry within. By this time,.a party of
Sepoys, led by Mahomed Iffoof and Lieutenant Airy, had tlambered
over the oppofite wall of the pagoda, and appeared in the rear of

Vo, IL Ppp thofe
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2¢9. thofe who were defending 'the gateway; and, on their fhout, the
Ao~ -troops at the gate ruthed in, and in a minute the whole garrifor
was between two fires, at mercy, every man for himfelf begging
quarter ; which was given with more humanity than ufual on fuch
exafperation.  After all was quiet, Murzafabeg furrendered himflf,
out of one of the chapels into.which he had retired, tofome of the
Sepoys ; but, as they were conducting +him to Major Brereton, Ma- =
‘homed Hioof met them, knew the prlfoner, and faying, ¢ Thefe are
¢.the terms to be kept with a traitor,” with one ftroke of his
fcymetar, almoft fevered his head from his body. The news of this
Auccefs was received 'at Madra(s the next day, on which likewife
arrived advices of no'little importance from Colonel Forde,

1758. The Rajah ‘Anunderawze had fo little fenfe of the advantages
December. . which might ‘have ‘eufued by prefling on ‘the French immediately
after their defeat at Peddipore, that he did not come up with his
~troops-to Rajahmundrum, where /Colonel ‘Forde with the Englith
forces were waiting for' him, until the ro+h of December, which was
ten days after the ibattle, although the dul:~ce is only 40 miles.
. Anunderawze had px‘omlfed to make the fitft payment of  his treaty,
as foon.asthe thould be put in pofleflion of the fort of Rajabmundrum;
-and, in confidence of his word, Colonel Forde had lent him 20,000
"rupees,:befone»he marched with the Englifh from Caflimcotah. This
fum, with a'fupplyito the fattory at Vizagapatam, and the expences
of thefield, had abforbed all.the money which came from Bengal ;
and ‘Colonel ‘Forde had nothing'but the Rajah’s promifes to anfwer
'the pay of the troops for the -month .of ‘December. However, ftill
telying on them, he crofled the Godaveri ‘on the 23d, ftill hoping to
appear before Mafulipatam before the French had recovered the ftun
of their late defeat : but the Rajah = lther folln wiad with his army,
nor fant any'monsy 3 and, as it would n.~ been “ain to have at-
tempted even the march without both, Colinel Fotde, with much
vexation and refentment, recrofled the rivei with all the troops on
the 26th. ‘The'Rajah imagined they were returning to punifichim,

and, in this fnght, fled immediately to the hills which fkirt the
province



I‘oxde, for the convenience of a nearer communication wrth Vmaga—.
pi.tam, marched two days back, and encamped at Peddapore, which,,

with a name very nearly the fame, is a fort ten miles to the weft
of that which has defignated his victory. - Mr. Andrews immediately.
+ fent him_20,000 rupees from Vizagapatam, and on the:1th.of Ja-
nuary came himfelf to the camp ; from whence he went nto the
hills, and reached the Rajah on the 1 5th, whofe fears of the Calonel,

and averfion to furnifh any money, continued as ftrong as ever, in-.
fomuch that he feemed no longer folicitous about the fuccef(s of the
expedition. His condué was the more, perplexing, becaufe the nesws
that the French were befieging Madrafs had  ftopped. the. Englifh.

credit in thefe provinces, which the Ra_]'lh s name alone could im-

mediately reftore ; and if his troops did ‘not march, jothers muft be
hired, for which no money could be found. . The dilemma. indueed.
- Mr. Andrews to alter the treaty he had made fome time before, and to
agree,‘ ¢ that whatfoever fums the Rajah might furnith thould begon=:
¢ fidered as a loan ; and tha! the revenues of all the countries which
¢« might be reduced on.th< other fide of the Godavery, excepting fuchs
¢¢ a5 belonged £ the French either by eftablithment, or. grant in,
proprxety, thould be equally divided between him and the Englifh."
With thefe conditions Mr. Andrews brought him back to the camp.
on the 18th : and it was agrecd to march on to Mafulipatani; but
it took feven days more in - bargains for exchange with the' fhroffs
before he furnithed only 6000 rupees in, ready moncy, and bills at
ten days for 60,000 more. At length the arnies moved from) Ped-
dapore on the 28th, after fifty days had been lof‘t of which the ?ﬁr&
twenty diligently employed would probably have accomplifhed all the:
purpofes of the expedition, which now appeared of much more diffi=/
cult execution, as the enemy had gained full time to recollect thems
felves : nor had thie dela, t'.; finalleft plea of neceflity ; for the Rajah
might with -as little inconvenience have done at figlt what he un-
willingly complied with ¢t laft ; although the expedition had been
undertaken from a reltance on his promifes, warranted byithe exmne{b

nefs of his follicitagions. : it
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‘I'he Hardwicke and the two floops, which had been difpatched
from Vizagapatam on the 12th of December, anchored the next
day in the road of Yanam, which lies on the eaftern mouth of th:
'Godaveri, where the agents of the French falory, on news of the
defeat at Peddipore, had embarked their effeéts and themfelves in a
{now, which had not got out of the river when the Hardwicke ar-
rived; and they furrendered to her longboat without refiftance. Some
days after, the veflels failed down to Mafulipatam, and cruized be-
tween this place and Narfipore on the weftern arm of the Godaveri,
Feruery.  yntil the gth of February, when they fixed their ftation in Mafu-
ﬁpatam road, waiting for the arrival of the army ; but weighing oc-
cafionally to bring veflels to, that were paffing in the’ offing, of
which they intercepted feveral laden with rice for Pondicherry, and
the French army before Madrafs.

The Englifh army arrived on the 6th of February at Elore ; but,
to prevent another quarrel, Colonel Forde had been obliged to let
the Rajah march as he lifted, employing his troops to the right and
left, in levying contributions, on promife, however, of rejoining him
foon at Elore. This place, otherwife calici®Yalore, 1s' fituated o
milés s. w. of Rajahmundrum, ‘and nearly 4o ~N. off Mafulipatam,
It is the capital of a province, or phoufdarry, of no great extent, and
one of the four “obtained from Salabadjing by Mr. Bufly. It has
been very little known to the Englith, and never frequented by them
fince they withdrew their fadtory from Mafulipatam in the laft
century, - 'FThe town is extenfive, and in the middle of it is a very
large fort, in which the French ufed to keep a garrifon moftly of
black troops; but the Marquis de Conflans had taken them away
with him, as he was pafling on to Mafulipatam, where he had de-

* termined to make his ftatid.  The long delay of the Englifh troops.
in following him feemed to have 4.fpired him-with a little refo-
lution ;" for with fome of the troops whicii hadfoined him after the:
defeat of Peddipore, and the garrifons of Elore and Rajahmundrum,
he formed a body of 200 Europeans, with four ficld-pieces, ‘and’
2000 Sepoys, which he called his army of obferyation; Be-they

did not venture within lefs than thirty miles of Elore, and kipt
moving ™
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moving to the Weft of Mafulipatam, colle&ing or extorting tributes.
Colonel Forde, whilft waiting for the Rajah and his troops, detached

‘Captain Knox, with the firlt battalion of Sepoys, to reduce the
- French fa&ory at Narfipore, where by this time the garrifon, by

the arrival of {tragglers from the late defeat, was augmented to 100

Europears, and 3 or 400 Sepoys. Narfipore ftands 20 miles to the -

s.E. of Elore. Letters were previoufly fent to the Indian Zemindar
of the diftrict, threatening the deftruéion of his country, if he
gave the French any affiftance, but offering him “alliance if he
would join the Englith army with his troops. The Zemindar met
Captain Knox on theroad, and accepted the terms with cheerful-
nefs 3 and the French troops at Narfipore: having relied on his affift-
ance, marched away as foon as they faw his defeétion, leaving in
the fa&ory, befides common: effeéts, fome cannon and marine ftores,
and in the river feveral boats and veflcls ; but they funk what
ammunition they could not carry off. The Englith detachment

leaving a few men with th: Zemindar’s officers to take care of what
*was worth preferving, sreturned to Elore, . where ‘on the 18th

came in the Rajah with all his troops collefted 3 and the next day
the Zemindit of Narfipore with 1500 foot, armed in, the fafhion of
the counte§. - But, although fo much time had already been loft,
the Rajah was tot yet ready tor proceed, and detained the army at
Elore until the rft of March. ] ’ j
M. Conflans, ‘on his defeat at Peddipore, had written lctters to
Galabadjing, earneftly requefting he ‘would march with his army
from Hyderabad to Mafulipatam, when both their forces united could,
not fail of deftroying the Englifh troops, and punifhing'ﬂ_;e“}mwcrsa
of the country which had revolted to their commion enemy. | ‘The.
diftance of Salabadjing with Mr. Bufly from the purfuit of Niza-.
mally toward¢ Bampore hal .encouraged: this princg to refume his
former ambitions 3 in’ which he was, at lénft focretly, abetted”

by the adberents of Shanavaze Khan and Mahomed Hufiein, whofe
deaths, -as well' as, his own flight to Brampore,, had been the im-.
mediite confeguences of the affaffination of Hyderjung, the duan,

6f Mr., ‘Buffy : but_ this confederacy refrained from any con--
ok e o {picuous.
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{picuous exertion, until they faw. Mr. Bufly and the whole of the
French force quitting Flyderabad, and the fervice of Salabadjing,
in obedience to the orders of Mr. Lally; when judging little
likelihood of their return, they afed with more open declaration ;
and foon after, Nizamally was enabled, with the affiftance of
his friends, to increafe his force from 1500 to 15000 horfe, with
which he marched from Brampore in November, and was recexved
with homage into the city of Aurengabad; but the fortrefs of
Dollabad ftill held out for Salabadjing. The indolence of Salabad-
jing, wedded to habits, faw no means of coercing his brother, but
by the accuftomed affiftance of a body of French troops, which his
own aid to Conflans in this time of neceflity was certainly the likelicft
means of procuring : but few of his officers were defirous of fee-
ing the re-cftablithment of a power, which had interfered fo much
with their own authority and advantages in the government : never-
thelefs, they imagined, that the prefent conteft for the ceded, pro-
vmces between the French and Englih might give a chance of
recoven,ng thefe countries to their formeér dependence on the fou-.
bahﬂnp ; and in this view moft of them alvifed him to march to-l
wards Mafulxp1tam His brother, Baffaulet ]ung, cuacurred 1n the
{ame opinion, and marched with his forces from Adonrat the fame
time that Salabadjing was advancing from Hyderabad. oth joined,
near the Kritna, and amounted to 15000 horfe and 20000 foot.
Neither their approach, nor the probability of their affifting the,

French, deterred Colonel Forde from his purpofe. of proceeding
ag’unﬁ Mafulipatain. It was obvious, that the junétion of Salabad-
jing's army with the French would bring heavy vengeance upon
the Rajah, if the Englifh troops fhould be obliged to retire be-
fore them : but even this confideration, becavfe the danger was.
diftant, could not induce him to relinquifh the, immediate ad-
vnntagES of his delpy, aidongh nothing more than the colle&tions
of the day levied sy his troops {pread abrogd in all parts of the
country.

Five miles to the South of Elore you arr.ve at the bed of-a vaft

lake, which extends 47 miles in length, from weft to eaft acrifs
1 the

March.
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the fituation, of the city, and 14 in breadth from north to {outh.
From the beginning f the rains in July, until the end of Scp-
tember, the whole 1s {pread over with water, excepting 60 or 70
mall iflots, on which the inhabitants remain’; but during the reft
“of the year the whole is dry and paffable, and in many places
highly cultivated. The army, and for the firft time any .of the
Englifh troops marched acrofs the lake, and on the 3d of March
encamped near a {mall fort, called Concale, in which the French
had left a ferjeant with 13 Europeans, and two companies of Se~
poys. Captain Maclean, with fix companies of Sepoys, were fent
to attack and even efcalade the fort : the garrifonphad the day be-
fore received affurances from Du Rocher, the“€ommander of
the army of obfervation, that he would arrive to their afliftance
on the 28th; relying on which, they manned the walls, and
feemed refolute to defend themfelves. Much firing of mufketry
pafled with much lofs-to the affailants, who neverthelefs twice
attepapted to break through the wicket of the gate, for want of
Better implements, with ipdn crows ; but were each time beaten off

on which Captain_ Macldne fent to the army for a reinforcement of

menjand two/funs ; they arrived in the evening, and the guns were
imrkdiately”applied, and beat open the gates. The detachment
rufhedwn/without mercy, and in the firft onfet killed all they met,
who were only Sepoys; for the Européans hid themfelves until the
firing and {laughter ceafed. A few hours after, a native brought
intelligence, that a party of -forty Europeans, with fome Sepoys,

from the army of obfervation, were arrived within a few miles s

on which Captain Macleane marched out to attagk them) But
they, hearing the fort was taken, had retreated. A {mall gar=
rifon of Sepoys, with a few Europeans, was left to {fecure the
fort from furprize, and the atmy marched on towards  Mafuli-
patat, in fight of which they arrved on the 6+h of March; and
the fame day received advices, that the French army under -the
command. of Mr. Lally, had been obliged to raife the fiege of
Madraf3, '

The
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- ‘The fort and town of Mafulipatam are fituated beyond the reach
S g of cannon-fhot afunder. ‘The fort ftands a mile and a half from
the fea-thore, on the edge of a found formed partly by an inlet of
the fea, partly by drains from the c1rcumjacent ground, and fHll’
more by a continued ftream which the river Kriftna fends off about
15 miles to the s. w. and which falls into the upper part of the
found, very near the fort. ‘The found has fometimes three fathom,
-and at others only three feet water ; and oppofite to the fort, is 500
yards in breadthA The fouth fide of the fort extends about 600
along the found, and 8oo from thence to the north; and its area,
as well as form, would differ very little from a parallelogram of
thefe dimenfions, if the eafterr fide did not lic in 2 re- entering angle,
which, however, is a very obtufe one. ' The ground along the fea
thore for two miles to the north and fouth of the inlet of the found,
is a colle@ion of fand-hills, which extend about half a mile inland,
when they ceafe on the border of a morafs, which furrounds the fort
on every fide, and continues to the weft a1d fouth for feveral ifilés; and
to the ~. w. and north, there is no hard ground at lefs than a mile
of the fort, e‘{cepting a few {mall fpots ¢f fand in the morafs,
‘which dre near it to/the N, E. ¢ but to the eaft, the find-hills” 1long
the fea ‘are within 8co yards of the walls. The iprafs it all
dire@ions is interfetted thh creeks and gullies, which%dl into
‘the found.

The Pettah, or town of Mafulipatam, is fituated a mile and a
half to the ~. w.. of the fort, on a plot of ground rifing above the
morafs; acrofs w}uch ‘the communication between this ground
and the fort is by a Pcraxght caufeway 2000 yards in length. - The
town is very extenfive, and its ground on the farther fide fiill to the

N, w. is bounded by another morafs, which ftretches along it from
the s. w. to the ~. 5, but is ftopped by the fahd-hills of the fea
thore, along which is the oniy accefs to the town on firm ground ;
for both moraflcs are miry even in the drieft {eafon; and were fo
now, although no rain had fallen for 40 days. : ‘

Mr. Conflans, with all his troops, excepting the few gu“ ds in
the fort, were encamped in the Pettah for the convenience of walar,
: 7 of
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< hich there is none in the fort but what is preferved in cifferns.  1759.
s ideas of remaining here extended no farther than this :idvantagc; "A"TT“'
although, by flinging up an entrenchment acrofs the dry ground A.Z:,':b
# from one morafs to the other, he might have ftopped the Englifh’

army, to which the force with him was equal, being 500 Euro-

peans and 2000 Sepoys, without the army of obferyation, which he

had not recalled; and, as foon as the Englifh army appeared, he

retreated by the caufeway, into-the fort. . The troops of Anunde-

rauze and of the Zemindar of Narfipore encamped 1h the pettah ;

the Englith on the fand to the North Eaft. |

The French, fince they took pofleflion of the fort in 1751, had
modernized the defences : the walls were mud faced with bricks as
high as the parapet ; and the three {ides to the weft, north, and eaft,
contained 11 angular baftions of various fhapes and fizes; before
which were a pallifaded berm, and a wet ditch ; but no glacis. The
front to the fouth along the found, from reliance on that defence,
was.left open. The baftion next the w. w. fronted the caufeway

“feading to the pettah : in{tf’lis baftion was the gateway, and 120 yards.
of the caufeway wag_sonverted into a caponiere, which terminated
ina ftrong r¥éhn that {coured along the length of the caufeway.

No regydiar approaches could be made to the fort, but by an army '
ten tindes ftronger than Colonel Forde’s; for hitherto black troops,
howfoever numerous, were counted for nothing in the fervice of car-
rying oft trenches. Colonel Forde therefore refolved to attack the
fort from the fand-hills to the eaft, as the neareft thot; and by bat-
teries detached from each other, without tne communication of
trenches, as little was_ to be feared from' the fallies of the!befieged.
"The ground had the advantage, although this circumftance would
sot have determined the choice, of being neareft to the difembarka-
tion of the ftores and heavy artillery from the Hardwicke, which,
with the two floops, were in 11> road. .

Fhree batteries wete erected 3 oné in afifhing illage near the inward
point of the fand to the s. w. where it is bordered by the inlet of
th~ {ea to the South, and to the Weft by a large creek in the morals
goming from the north. Four hundred yards to the north of this bat-

Vor. II, Qqq tery, |
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tery, and neater to the edge -of the fame creek, was another : the
T third battery was at an equal diftance 100 :yards in the rear of both..
Awreh,  The battery to the north, and that to the fouth, had each two eigh--
teen and two twenty-four pounders; but in the fouth were likewife
the bombarding artillery, which were thrée mortars, of 13, 'nine,.
and eight inches.. The battery in the center had only two twelve-:
pounders., | #
.~ In the s E. angle of the fort, .clofe on the found, was a baftion*
called the Frangois, of 10 guns. For fome diftance from hence fo -
the morth, the want of hard ground had obliged the rampart to re--
ci:d'v“iﬁ 2 re-entering angle,.in the bottom of which was a work in
(,hél’ﬁarm of a demi-lune, having only two faces, without flanks,.
which would liave been needlefs, fince theline of the faces fuffici--
ently flanked the baftion Frangois on the right, and that called the
Suint John on the left, ‘This work was called the Dutch baftion. .
"The $dint John had cight guns, and beyond i¢ in the . &. angle
of the fort was the baftion called the Car elion, mounting 10 gu.s.
‘The fouthern of the Engiiﬂ\ ‘batteries fired on the Frangois and
Duitel ﬁa‘iﬂiqﬁs ; the center on Saint John's ;- and the northerh on’
' the Cameléusi, As foon as their pofition was decided, .he garrif m
. 1difed 1 battory oh the lefi thore of the inlet 45 you enter ~om t
- eay which took them allin flank ; but as this battery was fer . atéd
' from the fort by the whole breadth of the found, and might be at-
bt icked in the night by the boats of the fhips, the garrifon kept a
Cox ﬁi‘nt ghard in it of Europeans, befidés Sepoys. They likewife
ationed a ftronger guard in the ravelin at the end of the caponicre
 other ide of the fort. Befides the immediate fuperiotity of
ry {laﬂ' ing on thcii'.'qui‘kfs, the garrifon had others in fiore,
ed ready to replace what might be rendered ufelefs in the courfe
wvice ; whercas the Eﬁgﬁﬂi-hﬁny could only. reftore the lofs of

by borrowing ey common uns of the Hardwicke, which were
de 5, or the Rajali's, which were good for nething.

1 wh army of ebferyation; as foon the Englith pafled on-

w«;;r&'g‘{’ﬁ?ﬁ,i@gém'alc, croffed the country te Elore, where there was

Iip gaurtfon to oppofe them ; and from henee went on to Rajahmun-

e, where the fick of the army, in all 2§ Europeans, and 40 Sepoys,
2 ‘ had
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2d. been left under the command of M. Briftol, who a few days
before had received a large fum in gold and filver, fent from Bengal to
, megapat'lm, and from hence to" him, for the fervice of the army
-with. Colon¢l Forde. On the approach of the enemy, Briftol fent
away the treafure to Cockanarah, a Dutch fettlement on the coafts
,and as {oon as they appeared on the river, ordered all fuch of his men
as were capable of the fatigue to goaway, and endeavour to gain Vi-
zagapatam. The enemy marched two days onwards from Rajamun-
drum, giving out that they mtendyd to take Vizianagarum, the ca-
pital of Anunderauze, as well as the Englith fort at V1zagapatani
~but their views were only to extort money from the chicfs and ren-
tero by the feverities they exercifed in the country. However, find-
ing they could not colleét as much as they {pent, they returned, and
directed their march to meet the army - of Salabadjing. = The daily
news jof their motions terrified the Rajah with apprehenfions for his
countries, and no perfuations could induce him to advance either 'His
credit or mer~y - uone re nained in the military clieft:  Colonel
- ¢de nad borrowed all that' the officers under’ his command had re-
alized from the {poils of the campaign, and had even ufed the prize-
money of the <.oops, and the mterpoﬁtmn of the ¥rench afmy of
obf :rvation_ precluded the hopes of receiving what had been féent to
M.. Bri” ol ; and by this time, every foldier in the army had per-
ceived he obftacles which muft be {urmountéd, to reduce the
fort ;. which exafperated the fenfe of their diftrefles. In thefe
agitations, the whole line of Europeans turned out on the 14th,
with theit arms, and threatened to march away. Colonel Forde,
with much difficulty, prevailed on them to return to their tents, and
to depute one or two to explain their complaints. The deputies de-
clared, that all were refolved not to ferve the fiege, unlefs they were
immediately paid the amount of the pmre-money already due to them,
and were affured of the whele vutv. i ca. Mafulipatam fhould be
taken. According to the Lompany s regulation. , authorized by the
Crown, the troops in India are only intitled to one half'of what is
taken in the forts they reduce ; the other half is referved to the
Company. Colonel Forde promifed to pay them their prize-money,

Qgqq2 out
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1789. out of the very firt he {hould receive s and, as he could not break -

Apn, - through the regulation, affured them he would folicit the Company,
by a reprefentation of their hardthips and fervices, to give up their
fhare of what might be taken in Mafulipatam ; of which, he thoulc’ -
rotain the amount, until their determination was known. 'Thefe
promifes appeafed them ; and they returned to their duuty with their
afual ardour. Neverthelefs the batteries were not compleated tili-che
25th, 18 days after the arrival of the army, during which the fort had
kept a conftant fire, which had only killed five men. ,

Salabadjing,. as he approached, fent forward letters and’ mef~
{fengers, commanding Anunderauze and the Zemindars whe had
joined the Englith, to quit them, and repair immediately, as vaf-

" fals to his ftandard.. On the 24th, advices were received 1n- the
camp, that his army was arrived at Bezoara on the Kriftna, 40 miles:
from Mafulipatam ; and the fame day came reporfs, that the Freanch:
army of obfervation had retaken Rajahmundrum.

‘The Rajah, who had for fome days seen faui...iung, wasnow fo.
terrified, that he marched away with all his forces the fame nigu.,.
without giving any warning, intending to regain his own country
on the other fide of the Godaveri; and, notwith{tan{'ing the d'lato~
rinefs of his former motions, he on this occafion advanced 16 .niles
before day-hreak.. Colonel Forde fent meflengers after hir,, re-
prefenting the abfurdity of his condu&, in_thinking to efcape the
numerous cavalry of Salabadjing on the one hand, and the French
a#ny of obfervation, who were towards Rajahmundrum, on the
other ; whereas, by remaining with the Englifh troops, his retreat
would be affured, and the reduion of Mafulipatamj even now not
impradicable. The plain good fenfe of this advice brought him back
with his army to the Pettah.. Colonel Forde, although with little

“hopes,, would not neglect the only means in his power of amufing
Salabadjing from a iyanging, w «ue relief of Mafulipatam;, and requeft-
ed hig permifiion to {end ‘a deputy to treat, profefling no other in-
tention than to take poffeflion of the French garrifons and fa&ories

en the conft, without affuming the author'ty they had heldin the
in.ad
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s770d countries. ‘Salabadjing confented to receive the deputy, and = 1759.
Mr. Johnftone was {ent to his camp on the. 1t of April. ) ""X"II"'
“The three batteries continued a hot fire from the 25th of March 30
¢o the ath of April.  On the sth, the weather, which had hitherto
been gentle, changed toa hard gale of wind, with thunder, lightning,
and imfnenfe’ rain, which brought in the {outhern monfoon, with
the returm of fair weather on the 6th. In the evening the artillery
officers reported, that there was no more than two day’s ammu-
nition left for the fervice of the batteries. = Intelligence was likewife
received, that Salabadjing was advancing from Bezoara, and that the
French army of obfervation, which he had. invited, were very near
his. It was now no longer-poffible for the Englifh army  to. retreat
the long way they had come, as the whole garrifon of Mafulipatam
and the army of obfervation would join the Subalt’s in the purfuit..
FHowever, the camp might embark ; ‘for/the fhore at Mafulipatam
is fill, and the only part on the coaft of Coromandel, ‘on which
the fea.does . beat wih a ftrong furf. But Colonel Foxde
vegarded this mode of retreat as intolerable difgrace; and refolved
to {torm the fort; judging, moreover, that the gasrifon would
not fufpedt rite attempt: at the very time when the excefs of the
rait, had reudered the approach over the morafs much. lefs practi=
cabic. thn before.  He accordingly ordered the fire of the battegies
to be kept up with double vivacity through the next day, and all.
the troops to be under arms at ten at night. ,
The ditch of the fort, at the ebb of the tide, which would h,}p-
pen at midnight, has only three feet water, andd | having no glacis,
nothing prevented the immediate accefs. Notwithftanding the gar-
rifon had conftantly repaired in the night the damages of the day,
the hot and continued firing of this day had ruined the, bz}ﬂiops‘_{guf—
ficiently to movnt ; and each of the three had been equally fired upon,,
to confound the enemy’s guefs i the afiuic, Asing outworks ob--
fruded a full view of the bady of the place, 't was feen from the- ¢
batterics, that the two baftions upon the found on the extremities of
the foet to the s. w. aad the s. B, were, in barbette, that'is, without
o obrafures and merlons, but with.a parapet low enough for cannon.
7 e
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to firetovet; which is zarely,four feet high. . From the s.,w. baftion,
which wasnamed. St. Michael’s, ito the mext.on the w. .called the
+Saline, the exterdor ground was 2 miry fwamp of . mud, .in which
vthe ditch" that furrounded ithe reft of the fort, could not have been
« continued, but-at great expence-and  labour; and: was left in this
sftate, becaufe fuppofed of more difficult paflage than the, ditch. itfelf,
“Somnie days before a black fervant of Captain Yorke’s, who-had lately
vlived in Mafulipatam, told him that he had fometimes feen the
~matives employed in the fort wade over the quagmire between the
two-baftions : ‘and on this intelligence, Colonel Forde had permitted
ICaptdin ‘Yorke and ‘Knox to examine this  paffage;. they took 100
“Sepoys, ‘and placing -them in . different  parties behind ‘one another
sto fupport their retreat, went on at midnight; properly  clad to ,
.the fkin, intorder to refemble black men naked, and.entered ithe
#quagmire, which they pafled half over, and found-it not above knee
| ‘deep, but the mud very tenacious ; ithey returned. undifcovered, and
1 ~their report determined Colonel Forde o tr)wr,au attuc’s on this quar-
‘ter at the fame time as the main affault; which at leaft would dif-
~tra@ the enemy’s attention. Wn the fame intention the country
troops ‘belonging to the ‘Rajah ‘were ito march al6tig the caufeway
over the morafs, and on each fide of.it, and to fkirmifh again't the
- ravelin in fronit-of the gateway. ’

The battalion of Europeans, reiriforced with 3o failors from the
Hardwicke, all the artillery-men, and half the Sepoys, were allotted
for the ‘real attack, which was to be made on the baftion called the
Camelion in'the & &. angle of the fort. Their whole number was
346 Europeans,’ rank and . file ; the Sepoys amounted to 1400; of
which the other half were allotted to the falfe attack under
“the command of Captain Knox. Each of the three attacks was
to be ready on their refpedtive grouhd before raidnight; when,
a5 foan as the falfe atdaca >~m-.cnced on the weflt fide, the real,
and  the ' Rajah’s ‘were likewife to begin. As no counter-attemypt
was apprehended, the guard of the camp was left to fomne of
the Rajah’s troops. The attack with Cap.ain Knox having #arther
to po, marched off firfk ; the main attack was in three divifions, of
which . the Europeans formed two, and the Sepoys the laft ;

but




Redk XI1. : MASULIPATA M,

" but when they were to move, Captain Callender, who by his rank
was to lead ‘the firft divifion of Europeans, was not to be found;
and after much fearch and enquiry, the troops proceeded without
“iim, erofling the morafs from the dry ground of fand dire@ly oppo-

fite to the Cameleon, the baftion they were to ftorm. = In'the way

they were joined by the gunners croffing the morafs liewife from
the batteriesy which for fear ‘of 'furprize they did not quit until the

laft moment. But before the troops arrived at the diteh, the"jl heard the -

firing of Knox’s attack, which neverthelefs had only begun at the ap~
pointed time 3 on which all marched as faft as they could, as before
up to the knees in mire, and in croffing the ditch, up to the mia‘dla

in water and mud. - Here they were difcovered juft before they got
to the pallifade on the berm; and whilft the firft divifion, commanded-
by Captain Fifcher, were tearing it up, which took feveral minutes, .

the enemy gathered on the breach, and began likewife to fire cannon
and mufketry from the next baftions, the Saint John’s on the right,
and that callea tic'imall-gat: ofi the left.” The oppofition only en-

creafed the ardour of the affailants, and whilft the firft divifion of -

Europeans with Fifcher were gaining the breach,. the fecond, com-~
manfied by Cﬁptain Yorke, fired up agqinﬁ St. John’s, and the di-
vifion of SegOys led by Captain Macleane againft the finall gate,
Severdl vwere killed before Fifcher’s divifion had mounted, and got
poﬁ'efﬁon of the Cameleon ; when, having waited until Yorke’s came
up,
ggt pofleffion of the fmall gate, There was a handy gun, Syith
its ammunition, on the Cameleon, which Captain Yorke, on ¢

fuggeftion of Captain Moran, who difcovered it, ordered the gun--
ners to turn and fire along the rampart towards the found, and in.
the mean time prepared his divifion to follow the fame direction, as.

foon as a numbet of Sepoys fufficient to maintain the baftion wete
ecme up the breach ;'but, juft as 12 Was fettingy off; her perceived
a'line of Sepoys coming along in the way below, between the fQQ}f
of the rampart and the buildings of the town: they were fent to
reinfoice the Cameleori from the arfenal nearithe found, where
M. Conflans continued waiting the event with the grenadier com-
pany and other troops,  Yorke immediately ran down, and feiz-

‘ ing

they turned and advanced along the rampart; to the left, to
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ing the French officer at the head of the Sepoys, bid him order them
to lay down their arms and furrender, which they obeyed with little
reluftance, and were fent up to the baftion. 'Yorke, having ob-
ferved that the way below was free from interruption, and much
broader than the rampart above, refolved to march along it, to get
pofleflion of the reft of the defences allotted to his attack ; his divi-
fion accordingly came down, excepting a few left with the prifo-
ners, and the artillery-men with the gun. The guard of . the next-
baftion, St. John’s, had fheltered themfelves within the angles, from
the infilade of the gun ; they were 20 Europeans, and more Se-
poys, who, as foon as Yorke’s divifion came under the baftion, ad-
vanced to the edge of the rampart, fired down upon them, which
killed {feveral and wounded more, and then cried out, that they
-would furrender. Captain Yorke generoufly {pared the return of their
fice : their arms were gathered, and they were conduéted by a party
to the Cameleon, where the Sepoys weré in referve, who reinforced
the party, which was pofted. to fecufe the SveJdobmls,  The di-
vifion then marched on, and when under the Dutch baftion, re-
ceived the fire of the guard, feattered indeed, but with equal iuiquity
followed by the immediate offer of furrender, whicty. was accepted
with the fame humanity as before, and the baftion and“smen fecured
by partics from the divifion, and the referve. ‘Thefe intérruptions
had allowed the divifion time to think and expe® more, and many
fhewed much unwillingnefs to go.on; for darknefs covers thame ;
however, they yielded to the threats and exhortations of Captain
Yerke; but had not advanced many paces beyond the Dutch baftion,
before they pafled a fmall brick building clofe to the rampart, which
curiofity led fome to examine. It was an expenfe magazine of
ammunition, and one unluckily cried out, a mine: this word
ftruck the whole divifion with terror, and all inftantly ran back
to the Cameleon (the omcuse accompanying to reclaim them); and
Captain Yorkey who marghed at the head, was left alone, with only
two drumimers, who were black boys, beating the grenadiers march,
whieh they continued, but in vain, for nolie rejoined; on which
Captain ‘Yorke went back, and found all his men in much confufion
PR at
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at the baftion, fome even propofing to go out of the breach and
quit the fort. Severity was inftantly neceflary, and ' Captain Yorke,
as {oon as on the baftion, threatened to put the firft man.to death
who offered to come near the breach; on which fome of the fol-
diers who had ferved with him in Adlercron’s regiment, and en=
lifted in the Company’s fervice, cried out that their commander
was ill ufed, and offered to follow him wherefoever he pleafed :
their number immediately encreafed to 36, with whom he marched
off, leaving the reft to follow, as the officers ‘could bring them
on. The length of this interruption, joined to the preceding, had
given the French officer at the mext baftion, the Frangois, which
ftands on the edge of the found, time to get down a gun loaded
with grape-fhot and to point it up the way the party Wil coming';
it fired when they were within a few yards, and with _ -at exe-

cution, killing feveral and wounding fixteen. Captain Yorke fell,
“with a ball through each of his thighs, and each of the black
drummers “vas killed dead at his fide. This havock, however,
did not difcourage the reft from bringing off their Captain,
whom they carfied to the Cameleon; and the guards, pofted
in the St. Jean and Dutch baftions, not difinayed, kept their ground,
- waiting the event. ‘ . . ¢

During thefe efforts of the left divifion, the righl:, commanded
by Captain Fifcher, was advancing from the Cameleon 1o the right,
but along the rampart. ‘The next, which is the fmall gate, was
not i complete fepair; and the Sepoys with Macleane were at-
tempting to fcramble up it; which, with the approach of Fifcher’s
divifion, drove the guard away to the next baftion, called the
Church-yard, from which they fired continually, but without order,
as the divifion approached ; and when uear, afked quarter, which was
granted.

Celonel Forde continued with «he rzferve or the baftion of St
Jean, iffuing the neceffary orders, according to the reports from both
divifions. ‘The prifoners as faft as taken were brought to him there,
and he fent them, as tbey came, down the breach, inte the ditch,
where they were guarded as well as the night permitted by a proper
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number of Sepoys, - threatening at the: point, of bayonet to kill the
firft that moved ; but very few of them ventured any difturbance,
The Rajah’s troops had for fome time begun- their attack on the
ravelin on the caufeway, and, if nothing more, with all the din anc.
clamour they could make ; but the fire of the falfe attack with Cap-
tain Knox continually diminithed ; as having begun earlier, they
had expended moft of their ammunition, although, finding the cne-

_my prepared in this quarter, they only fired acrofs without ven-
turing to pafs the quagmire. However, this attack kept fome of the
garrifon from the more material fervice againft the real, and the Ra-
jah’s prevented the guard at the ravelin from returning into the fort,
which they ought to have done, as being of little ufe without the
walls, whilft the body of the place was in inftant danger. But the

"{eparation of the main attack into two divifions," confounded the
defence much more than the attacks without. Mr. Conflans, not
knowing what to do, kept at his houfe near the Sound, continually
receiving méffages magnifying the danger, and feading G ders which
new reports continually induced him to contradict, :

The parade of the fort was under the baftion®of the great gate,
and as this is the ufual place of rendezvous on alarm, moft of the
troops and officers who remained willing to continue the defence,
whether' driven from their pofts,“eor wanting immediate orders, re-
puired liither, and had joined the guard of the baftion above, before
Fifcher’s divifion was ready to advance from that of the church-yard.
Near 100 were affembled, but their fire was il} directed, beginning
too éarly, before the divifion was fufficiently near, which pre-
ferved theirs, and only giving that of the firft platoon, rufhed on,
and foon cleared the baftion. Fifcher immediately fent down to fecure
the gate below, which fhut sut the troops on the ravelin, and prevent-
&d the efcape of any from within. Whilft the divifion was getting
into order to proceed agailiy apoesred Captain Callender, no one kniw
from whence, and taking the command, marched at thejr head to-
wards the next baftion, called the Pettah, from which came featter~
ing thot, fcarcely more than one at a time, and the laft that drop-

ped, thot Callender dead ; immediately after which the fire of the
‘ garrifon
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garrifon in all other parts of the fort ceafed, and foon after came a:

meflage from Colonel Forde, ordering Fifcher’s diviﬁo_n to ceafe like-
wife, as Mr. Conflans had furrendered. He had fent a meflage to .

Colonel Forde, offering to capitulate on honourable terms; to which
Forde anfwered, that he would give none, but at difcretion, nor
even this, but would put every man to the fword, if the leaft re-
fiftance continued from any part of the garrifon, and all did not
immediately furrender themfelves prifoners.

On the return of the officer, Mr. Conflans fent orders round for’

the troops to quit their arms, and repair to his quarters at the
arfenal, which is a fpacious enclofure. As foon as.all was quiet, the

Englith troops affembled on the parade, under the baftion of the'

gateway ; and 100 Europeans, with two guns, and. tywo companies

- of Sepoys; were detached to remain on guard over the prifoners

_until the morning ; when, whatfocver, troops were at  the ravelin,
and the battery at the inlet, and had not efcaped, came into the fort,
to become prifoners with the reft of the garrifon. The whola number
exceeded thofe tof¢hom they had furrendered, being 500 Europeans,
of whom 100 were either officers or inhabitants of better condition,
and 2537 either Coffrees, Topafies, or Sepoys. Of the affailants,
22 Buropeans were killed, amongft them the Captains Callender and
Mobollitore, and 62 wounded. ‘The Sepoys, who behaved wwith' aqual
gallantry as the Enropeans, as well in the real, as at the falfe attacks,
had about go killed, and 150 wounded. The Rajah’s. people like-
wife fuffered more than was expected from them ; but nothing in
proportion to the Englith troops. The fort was furnifhed with” 1o
pieces of cannon, and abundance of military fores. . The plunder
of other effeéts was likewife valuable: and.all that was not mers
chandize was giyen back to the prifoners ; half the reft was divided
among(t the Englith army, and the other half referved for them
a_cording to the promife they had ieesived, '

The improbability of the attempt svas the principal caufe of /its
fuccefs, for the garrifon from the beginning had regarded the fiege
with mockery, and,-being in daily expection of the arrivalofa body
of troops which were coming by fea from Pondicherry, had con-
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certed, that the army of obfervation, joied by this reinforcement,
and a great detachment, if not the whole of Salabadjing’s army,
thould then furround and attack the Englifh army, which' they, re-

_ prefented to themfelves as involved in impending and inevitable. de-
frultion 3 and indeed, if thefe efforts had been made by Salabadjing’s
army, and the French trodps abroad, without waiting for the rein-
forcement, the Englith army could not have kept their ground, fince
the Rajah, with all his troops, would certainly have run away, and
the enemy’s horfe, amongft whom were many Morattoes, would
have cut off all provifions, and harraffed every motion : nor could
they have made the embarkation, to efcape by fea, without abandon-
ing all the ftores and artillery- . ,

“The miniftry of Salabadjing were therefore not more furprized,
than vexed, at the lofs of the place, becaufe, confcious that it might
have been prevented by the adtivity they had neglefted to exert.
"They held councils with the French corimander of the army of ob-
fervation, and determined fill to wait for the reinforcemenit ; when
“they expeted at leaft to reduce the Englith to ¢ pound for their
retreat by the furrender of Mafulipatam. The Rajah Anunderauze,
divining what might happen, propofed to return to his own country,
as foon as the place was taken ; and Colonel Forde, from utter
contempt of his character, made no obje&ions to his departure; he
“ marched away with all the Indian forces on the 12th, to regain the
Godaveri; and, by hafty marches, was, in two days, out of the
reach of purfuit. '

Early in the morning of the 15th appeated two fhips, ftanding
ihtd the road, under French colours. The commander of the
Hardwicke, Samfon, was afhare embarking prifoners, of whom
he had already received 40 on board: but his brother, who was the
chief mate, immediatsly weighed, and got to’ windward of th:
frange miys; on which, the Jorgft anchored in the road, as did th=
Flardwicke at a diftance 4 but the other fhll plying up,’ the Hard-
wicke weighed again, as did the largeft hip, and the wind having
chmged, both of the enemy’s bore down, with a fair fail ¢ in'the
mean time, Captain Samfon, with eight gunners lent from the army,.

got
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got on hoard, and determining not to run, before he had ‘tried the-
Lfrength of the thips, waited to exchange a broadfide, which difcover-

ing them to be ftouter than his own, he again hauled the wind, and
working miore dexteroufly got again out of their reach, but con--
tinued in the offing. . The two French fhips anchored again the:
road, and in. the night fent a catamaran, which they had brought -
with them, on fhore, with letters to M. Conflans, fignifying, that

they were' the Harlem and Briftol from Pondicherryy with. 300

troops Europeans and Topafles, befides the crews they were the aid’
of which advices had been veceived before. . No anfwer being  re-

turned, they {ufpetied the lofs of the place, and early the next morns
ing ftood out again after the Hardwicke, which' bore away for

Bengal, and before noon all three were out of fight. ‘

- The army of Salabadjing was at. this rime within 15 miles of
- Mafulipatam 3 and imagining, that the ¥rench thips would return:.
+6 land the troops, fent foryard all the Morattoes towards. the thore.

Qolonel Forde, nétwithftanding the great number of prifoners which.-

were to be guarded, divided his force, and, lé;w';pg_ half an the fort to -

take cate of them, encamnped with the other on the ground’ he had-
occupied before. This countenance kept the Morattoes out of -can-

non=fhot, but they burnt and flew all around fg;“ﬁ‘,“,em%;- s by
Salabadjing, fecing no probah'dity' of retaking me ,

to treat in earneft 3 and Colonel Forde went to ha.szoamp, and was re-."

ceived with much attention.

L.
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But another mative of equal weight concurred fo induce this .

change in Salabadjing’s difpofition towards the Englifh. Somieac-
count of the affaffination of Mr. Bufly’s Duan, and of Nizamally’s
flight to Brampour, had reached Bengal before the departure ’éi the
prefent expedition ; and Clive, judging thai the atrogity of the in- -
jary which Nizamally had committed would, carry his deteftation
o the French mation. beyond the reach os with of reconciliation, ,
wrote letters to him, requefting his afliftance w che a‘ni'!y with

Colonel Forde in exterminating the French out of the @3 inces they -
olane] Forde -

had difinembered from the fovereignty of the Decan.

difpatched thefs letters, with his own to the {ame purport, ‘and'Ni- -
. zamally -
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zamally had received them: whether they contributed to influence his
immediate operations we are uncertain ; but as foon as he was  certi-
fied that Salabadjing was marching againft the Englith army to
Mafulipatam, he took the field with his own from Aurengabad,
advancing towards Hyderabad, and giving out, that he intended to
reform the adminiftration. = The news of his intentions, which pre-
ceded the advices of his march, alarmed Salabadjing for the prefer-
vation of Hyderabad itfelf, and made him not only anxious to return
thither as foon as poffible, but defirous of being accompanied by a
body of Englith troops 5 fearing, that if he entertained the French
army of obfervation, all reconciliation with his brother Nizamally
would be precluded. Neverthelefs the influence which the com-
mander of thefe troops had gained over his brother Baflalutjung,
who managed the moft important affairs of the government, de-
layed the execution of his tieacy with Colonel Forde until the 12th
May.  of May, on which day it was figned, and delivered.

The treaty confifted of four articles By the firft ; "T'he whole
territory dependant on Mafulipatam, with eight diftriéts, as well’
as the juridiction over the territory of Nizamapatam, with the
diftricts of Codaver and Wacalmannar, were granted to the Englifh
without the referve of fine or military fervice. By the fecond article,
Salabadpng promifed tooblige the French troops, meaning the army
of obfervation, to pafs the Kriftna in 15 days; nor, in fature, to
permit the nation to have any fettlement in the country of the Decan,
which this treaty defines to be bounded on the fouth, by the Kriftna;
nar to entertain any-French troops in his ferviee, nor to give them
affiftance,) or ever call them again to his own. By the third, he
: Ppa'nifcd net to call Anunderauze to account for whatfoever he had
-eolledted out of the goveifiments belonging to the French, nor for
the tributes of his own countries for the prefent year; but he wae
hereafter to poy theifame: for them as had been paid by Vizerani.
rauze, and the fither of Vizeramrauze. 1f Anunderauze failed in
this ftipulation, Salabadjing was left frce to treat him as he pleafed :
but (i all ‘cafes was neither to aflift, or give prote@ion to the
enemics of the Englifh s and by the 4th article, the Rnglith engage.
neither to affift, or give prote@tion to his. The territory coded to

‘ Tlan
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the company exténded ' 8o miles along the fea, and 26"inland, and  1759.
the revenues amounted to 400,000 rupees a yedl, i plony gAY W
As foon as the treaty ‘was figned, Salabadjing c‘)ff“ercld Colonel ,15,,.;:

Forde a diltri near Mafulipatam, as a jaghire or penfion for him-

{elf; if he would accompany him with part of the Englith troops
~againft his  brother Nizamally. Colonel Forde, with as much
earneftnefs, requefted his affitance to take or deftroy the French :iﬁhy

of obfervation, who were encamped in the neighbourhood, avowedly

under the protection of Baffaulet Jung. Neither fide had the leaft
inclination - to - gratify the other, and Salabadjing on the 18th
marched away in much difguft with the Englith, to whom he had
confirmed, without any reciproeal benefit, the moft advantageous. .
acquifition of its extent, they could with to gain, with the view of
maintaining, on the whole coalt ‘of Coromandel from Ganjam to.

Cape Comorin. The body of Frenth troops crofled the Kriftna,

but marched to the weftward, in' confequence of aflurances from
Baffauler jung to take them into his fervice, when he thould return

from -Hyderabad to his own government of Adont. 'The Prefi-

dency of Madrafs confidered Mafulipatam as dependant on their au-

thority, and appointed Mr. Andrews, with a council, to manage

the revenue and trade: and Colonel Forde remained there wit 1 the

troops, in expedtation of orders for his future proceedings from 'the
Prefidency of Bengal. ‘ MRV TRAQ I

Mr. Lally, with the French army, was in full march'*h}'t‘eb the
Englith, when he received the news at T'rivatore that they had takern
Conjeveram, en which he halted ; but fent forward the partizan Lam-
bert, with the body of troops he commanded apart from the army,
who pofted themfelves feven miles trom the Englith, in the rodd to
Arcot, in order to prevent the incurfions of  their cavalry ito thofe
lifticts 3 buvthe Englith army had nointention to #3/age a country:
they inténded to recover. Lambert's) parts confi’ed of 300 either
Topalles or Europeans, unfit. for therégular battalions, about 7eo
Sepoys, and 200 hoffe. . They had been detached whillt the two
ayroies {ome titne before were facing one another at Conjeveram, to.
foeaiate on Kiftnarow, the Killidar of ‘Thiagar, the ravages he

2 had
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had commiitted in the adjacencies of Pondicherry, and to retake the
forts which he and Mahomed Iffoof had reduced whilft the French
army were preparing on the other fide of the Paliar, to attack
Madrafs. In the middle of March, he fet down before Elavana-
{ore, which Kiftnarow, leaving his rock of 'fhiagar, refolved to
«defend in perfon; continual fkirmifhes pafled between them  for
ten days, when Lambert, fecing no probability of  taking the
place with battering cannon, of which he had nine, marched
away, and fet down before Trivatore; where likewife were fome
Sepoys left by Mahomed Ifloof, and fome of Kifinarow’s, who were

* wery near {urrendering, when Iambert, with his whole detach-
. ment, was recalled to the maimvarmy ; which on the 19th advanced

to Covrepauk, where they took wup their quarters, flill keeping
Lambert’s party betweer. them and the Englifh, which continued
at Con_;cveram, and threw up redoubts in their front, and en their

Hflanks.
Soon after the detachment of ‘Gopaulrow ¢ Morattoes had taken

pofleflion of Tripetti, he received orders from Balagerow at Poni,
o return and join him there without delay ; left he fhould be
flopped by the floods of the Kriftna, which {wells in May. He ac-

" «cordingly recalled all his parties, excepting a fmall detachment

left to guard Tripetti, under the command of an officer named

* Narrain Sauftry, and the main body marched away from the pafles

of Damalcherri, in the beginning of Aprnl. At the fame time,
Abdulwahab, the Nabob’s brother; was permitted to return, with
his troops, to Chandergerry ; from whence he fent them againft
Tripetty, of which they got pofleflion after a flight refiftance :

“he then requefled the Preﬁdcncy to grant him the farm of the pa-

goda; but as his rank cxemptcd him from controul, the Prefi-
deney let it to the fame renters as were holding it when taken by
the French, vy whom they b & dikewife been contmt \.d im the
management,

Three companies of Shpbﬁs fent from T'ritchinopoly Jomcd Kt}"'na-
row foon after Lambert’s party was recalled from tl:«fouth, with whd'n

and his own troops Kiftnarow immediately took the fic'd again, an4
ged
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ravaged as. far as Trivadi, within 14 miles of Pondicherry, and

from thence to Cuddalore, where, fince the reduction of Fort St.

David, the French kept a garrifon. Some bad troops were fent
from both, and the ‘adjacent diftriéts, to oppofe him, and having
amongft them 30 Europeans, and he none, excepting the ferjeants
of the Sepoys, the enemy attacked him with confidence, and were
decifively beaten. T'en of their Europeans, and a great number of
their country troops, were killed. ~ Of the Englifh Sepoys 30, and
~ine of Kiftnarow’s people; but the enemy left behind them
three pieces of cannon, a tumbril, and 30 barrels of ammunition,
which he carried ‘away in triumph to Thiagar ; and from thence
fent back the Englith Sepoys to Tritchinopoly. This fuccefs was
gained in the beginning of May.

A few days after the reduction or' Co=jcveram, intelligence was
received, that the garrifon of Sepoys at Palamcotah, in the country
of Tinivelly, had ventured to ftand an engagement in the field
againft Maphuze Khan and the Pulitaver, joined by moft of the other
Polygars, and, although the enemy quitted the field, {o many of
the Sepoys were killed and wounded, that the gar}ifon could no
1 nger appear out of the fort. It had before been rcfbiyed to fend
Mahomed Ifloof into the fouthern countries, as foon a§ the army in
the field could be diminithed without rifque ; of which, the caution
of the French army at Covrepauk to avoid even the chance of fkir-
mifhes, and the departure of the Morattoes with Gopau‘lro;vi who
might have joined them, no longer left any apprehenfions.  The
troops of Tanjore and Tondiman were therefore ordered to return,
with Mahomed Iffoof’s detachment, and the whole body.were to pafs
by Vicravandi and Trivadi, in ord.* ta aflift Kiftnarow in ravaging
the French diftriés in the way. They fet oul together on the 26th

¢ April: the detachment with Mahomed Hfof was fix companies
- Sepoys. 6o of the horfe, and . of the Europem: gunners he
pronght with him, and twe field-pieces : . the l'anjorines were 300
horfe, and Tondiman’s troops 250, with 1100 colleries. ' After the
firell day’s marcly, “ue troops of Tanjore and Tondimai®declared
they would no'. expofe themielves to the rifque of pafling through
VO L. Sss the
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1759 the enemy’s diftriéts, nor of crofling the Coleroon near them. Ma-
e howed Iffoof, impatient to arrive at his deftination, yielded to, if
he did not fugge{’c, _thew repugnance, and confented to go the way
they chofe. ~Accordingly, they all quitted the ftreight road to the
fouth, and ftriking to the weft, pafled by Arnee, and entered the
mountains about nine ‘miles fouth of Velore: then continuing
along the Valley of Vaniambady, they came out at another pafs
néar Fricalore, and burning {even oreight villages under that fort
which were held by the Fremch renters, - they arrived at Thiagar
on the 8th of May, where Kiftnarow was returned from-his ex-
“curfion to Trivadi. The Tanjorines and Tondimans, thinking the
reft of the country from Thiagar fafe, proceededshome more like
travellers than troops: but Mahomed Ifioof’s detachment marched
on in regular order to T-itchiopoly, where they arrived on the
14th ; and, on the 16th, having taken leave of the Nabob, he cop-
tinued his march to Madura. p PE
Nothing could teftify moré confidence than the difmiffion of
fuch a number of troops in the face of the enemy. ‘Their diftrefles
for every kind of fupply, and for want even of their pay, after they
artived at Covepauk, deterred Mr. Lally from trufting their good-
will in adtion, until he could ﬁatisf}: their complaints. = For this
‘\P”*P(?fe!' ke went to Areot, and, having detefted various frauds in
the management of the Amuldar or renter, who farmed the diftriéts,
fined him 45,000 rupees:; :{n-.d he received 10,000 from Mortizally
of Velore, with thé promife of fome provifions, to refrain from
molefting his domain.  But before he had procured thefe aids, he
received news, that the Engl’ﬁfh {quadron, confifting of nine fail of
thie line, and three frigates, hadrarrived on the 28th of April at
Negapatam, from Betibay. Their appearance, whilft the French
‘army was at fucli a diftance, alarmed the garrifon at Karical, and
CVER Pmd‘iél‘f'uvﬁ itfelf; but p o e.d ally, who, on th contrary
thought it reqb'ihté'tb'i}mvw better countenance, and, haviny fatis-
fied rmmediate watits with the moncy he.had obtained, matithed
on the 6tlfof Mdy with the whole army fromi*Coyrepauk, and in-
. \ ‘camped

e
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Balchitty’s Choultry, feven miles to the
weft of Conjeveram.” The fituation they chofe was ftrong, and
the country being quite level, - the advancéd guards of the two
armies were-in fight of each other. .

. An exchange of prifoners had been {ome time before agreed on,
and 100 of thofe taken at Fort. St. David acrived at Chinglapett
from Pondicherry on the 6th, which enabled the prefidency of Ma-~
drafs to reinforce their army with that number, although of other
Europeans ; but .the French could no immediately receive an equal
advantage, becaufe their prifoners were releafed from Tritchinopoly,
and had to march from thence to Pondicherry. Colonel Brereton fell
at this time dangeroufly ill, and with much regret was obliged to be
carried into Madrafs, when the command devolted to Colonel Mon-~

fon, the next officer in the king’s regiment,, who immediately made

preparations, and on three {ucceffive’ days, from the r2th to the
15th, drew the army out of the lines, offering the enemy battle in
the plain’; but the ground of their encampment was too f¥rong to
be attacked by an equal force. By thistime, the refources of money
and provifions which Mr, Lally had lately procured were nearly ex-
haufted, and -the foldiery renewed their complaints, which meft of
the officers, from perfonal hatred to himfelf, were little folicitous

to reprefs.. Ktiowing their difcontent, he would not venture ﬂw
battle he otherwife wifhed, (for he was always brave and impetuous,
2nd had 2000 Europeans in the field,) before e had tried how far-

their prejudices might  influence their duty : and made feveril mo-
tions, tending to no great confequence, which convinced him, that,

in their, prefent.mood, they would not fight with ardour under his

command. The Englifh army; ignorant of the motives, were much
furprized to feg the whole of the Frenchy qyitting  their engamp-
ment on the 1sth, and in March towards Trivatore., I'rom hence
aey were {iipofed nte differ ut. 2. tonments. “ Par. 5" were fent to
Arcot, “oviepauk, and Carngoly, 200 Burspeaiis to Chittapet, 400
with the field artillery ts Vandiwaths 1200, with 100 Huropean
ho fe, marched to Tondicherry, whither Mr. . Lally likewide went,

" g Pt . refolved
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1759.  refoved not to meet the Englith again.in force, until the arrival of
S=~— the French {quadron, which was daily expected with reinforcements.
On the 28th, the Englith army was diftributed into cantonments
at Chinglapett, Conjeveram, T'ri-Permadore, and Muflewack, which,
with the forts of Pondamalée and Tripaflore, formed a barrier #om
the river Paliar to Pulicate. The French had fome time before
withdrawn their troops from Sadrafs, and reftored the fort and town
to the Dutch, A ¢

Thus ended this campaign ggafter it had lafted o0 days, during
which of 8 or 10,000 men i ms, not five were killed, But the
principal obje&¥ef both fides was to protet their refpective territory,
and not to rifque a engagement without pofitive advantage, which
neither gave. b . : | ;

Mr. Lally carriedgwith him ‘o Pondichery more refentment than
ever againft the governor, the council, and all who were employed
in the civil adminiftration of the company’s affairs; imputing to
their malverfations all the obftacles and impediments which ob-
ftructed the fuccefs of his atms.  The council, he alledged, received
prefents from the renters of all the diftriéts, who, emboldened by
the knowledge of their peculations, continually evaded the regular
payments, or infifted on remiffions in the terms of their leafes: and
whilft the public treafury was thus difappointed or defrauded of its-
incomes, its iffues he infifted were {quandered with equal prodiga-
lity, becaufe the council and their dependants held fhares in all the
fupplies for the public fervice, whether in the camp or city. Some-
thing of thefe accufations might be true ; but Mr. De Leyrit, the
governor, was a man of diftinguithed moderation and equity ; and
other members of the council we= likewifs men of worth, fuperior
to fuch practices ; bur it who were not, fheltered their own cha-
taCters under the public difbelicf of the calumnies again® thofe wh
were guiltlel, ~¢ the‘dclinquenv'..;" im,uted to them : apd all know
ing Mr, Lal!y’s avei fiun to Mr. Bufly, who had remaineq il at
Pondicherry fince the fiege of Madrafs, poi particalar court t¢ his.
perfon and charater, and continually expreflen “heir regrets at vhe
mdiferetion of the miniftry in France appointing M, Lally to the

2 ¢ R
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fupreme command in India, when they had it in their power to
‘have employed an officer of fuch approved and fuccefsful fervxces as
M:r. Bufly. -

As {oon as the main body of the French army arrived at Pondi-
ch@ 60 Europeans were fent to Karical; againft which place,
from its diftance and fitvation on the fea-fhore, although a regular
fortification, Mr. Lally always apprehended a defcent from the Eng-
lith fquadron. Another party was prepared to attack Kiftnarow,

whofe ravages had greatly impaired the revenues expefted from the

adjacent diftriés ; but did not take the field until the 24th, which
gave time to Captam Jofeph Smith, at Tritchinopoly, to fend three
compames of Sepoys, under the command of Hunterman, the fer-
Jeant-major of the garrifon, who arrived at Thiagar before the
French party 3 which thereupon revirned to Trivadi: where they
remained waiting for detachments until they were ftrengthened to
200 Europeans, 1500 Sepuys, 40 huffars, s00 black horfe, and
eight guns, and were likewife joined by the matchlocks and pcons
of the French diftricts : when, by forced marches they fuddcniy in-
vefted Elavanafore on the 5th of July ;- and took it by aflault on the

11th. Kiftnarow himfelf was in Thiagar; his gallantry, and the

importance of the place, which protetted all the diftri&s {outhward

towards Tntchmopoly, determined Captain Smith to make an effort
for their prefervation, which the firength of his garrifon could:

ill afford. Forty Europeans, with three gons, and fix com'pamcs
of Sepoys, marched under the command of Lieitenant Raillard, a
Swifs, and before they reached Volcondah were joined by 1000
horfe, which the Nabob had levied fince his arrival at I‘rltchmopoly,
intending to employ them in the Madura and Tinivelly countries,
which he expefted would have been left to his management. Kift-
‘row, on hearing of the march of Raillard’s d<tachment, came out
I'hiagar it all his horte ‘a»? [~me Sepoys, in the night of
ae 12th. and the next day joined him at Volcondah. Serjeant
Hunte man, with the reft < the three companies of Sepoys he had
brought, and what "ot Kiftnarow ufually kept in Thiagar, re«
mained to defen” 4¢, until his return with the reinforcement. At
break.
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break of ddy on the 14th, the whole body of the French troops,
now commanded “by the Vifeount Fumel; who had made a forced
march in the night from Elavanafore, appeared before the pettah at -
the bottom' of the rock, andinvefbng it on every fide on the plain,
brought two ‘guns againft the two oppofite gates on' the no‘ and
fouth, and difpofed two parties to efcalade 'in other places. “The
fight was every where thatp ;. both. the efcalades and the.attack on
the north gateavere repulfed ; but after two hours, the enemy forced
the other, and brought their guns into the town, and Hunterman,
ftill unwilling to  give up, had nearly been cut off in his retreat to
sthe gateway of the paflage leading up to the fort above, which he
however gained, having loft one third of his Sepays; but the enemy
; more, having 200 of theirs, anc thirty Europeans, killed and wound-
ed. They had fearcely” difpofed their guards, when their {couts
brought word, that the troops with Ralliard and Kiflnarow were
_approaching, and were within a few miles ; on which, Fumel, with
_the impetuofity of his nation on f{uccefs, marched out with moft of
the troops, but without the field-pieces; and met the Englith, who
.were advancing faft on the plain within two miles from the fort.
Ralliard, thinking the advantage of his two field-pieces greater than
it really was, halted his line to cannonade, which the enemy ftood;
and, inftead of coming on as Ralliard expeled, waited till their
“own, which were five, came up, when they fired amongft the Na-
bob’s cavalry, and knocked down feveral 5 on which the whole of
this daftardly body went off, and left the infantry unflanked. Ral-
Jiard and Kiftnarow were in this inftant riding towards the cavalry,
10 | lmd them up to the enemy’s ; and, hurr ied by vexation, followed
‘ﬁx !-mwof rallying them, and left the infantry without command ;
“againft whom the mémy, feeing the horfe going off, advanced to
the M of bﬂycmet Theére was,.not far in the rear of the Engl’
Tne, o yrﬂage, in whlch the # rc.omw s the ammunition and the 1t
were waiting; andl the gunsiess, thi; king it a fafe ftitoi to fecu
thé field-picoes, turiied, and began to di v them off as faft ‘95 they
¢ opuldy thinking they#fhould be covercd by t.. " refl of the infantry 3
who, confufed by thefe vasious appeavinces of terr, * i others, took
5 . panie
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panic themfelves, and broke, before the enemy’s Europeans wereat 1750-
their breafts ; and all inftantly fell under.the fabres of ' thein black
cavalry : meanwhile the exhortations of Ralliard and Kiftnarow: were
vain to retain the Nabob’s,t who went off on the full gallop in the
road g Tritchinopoly. ~All the Europeans were killed, or n\;de pri--
foners : all the Sepoys threw down their arms, and fuffered more,
as the enemy did not think them worth taking, and only 260 of them.
got back te Tritchinopoly. . Kiftnarow, feeing all loft, followed the
Nabob’s cavalry ; Ralliard rode back to the enemy, difcharged his.:
piftols at the firft he met, and then galloped out of their reach. | He
was afterwards found dead five miles from the field of aétion ; his
~ head and breaft bruifed with violent {trokes of his piftol, under which, y
‘he is fuppofed, as he had neither ca; tridges nor {ivord, to have ex-- .
~pired, and to haye inflited this fevere, but needlefs execution on

himfelf, to avoid the difgrace of his defeat. The enemy returned to'
Thiagar, and fummoned Kiftnarow’s officer in the upper fort to f{ur-
render, who, encouraged by Serjeant Hunterman, refufed; which.
obliged them to fend to Chittapet and Vandiwath, for three'mortars,. A3y
and more Europeans. They fired and bombarded the rock until the \
25th ;' when Hunterman, having nearly expended all the ammuntﬁ? 3
tion, capitulated to 600 Europeans, and.obtained honourable terms &%
for the whole, gartifon, Kiftnarow’s people as well as the Englifh
Sepoys 5 all being permitted to march away with their_arms; their
perfons without. fearch, their baggage on oxen, and under an efcort
of French troops to the diftance they chofe: the sartillery only ex=
cepted. 'The gallantry of Hunterman was rewarded with an en~:

fign’s commiffion.
Nothing of confequence had: pafad. between the two armies fince

.they went into cantenments, except reciprocul excurfions of fmally
‘rties to drivé oft cattle, of which the Englifh colleéted 5 or 6000.;

: French gairifon in the for of ~-cot confifted of {L Suropeans,

. fix corapanies of Sepoys ;. dnd being as ill paid-as the relofthe:
roops, ‘the Sepoys made erertures to Colonel: Mondon,. profering,
to deiiver up the fort fr, a reward in money. At the fame time, the
Kellidar of Covreauk, in which werc only ten Buropeans, and hes

of.
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1759, of Timery, who had none, offered likewife to fell their forts. T'i-

“—— mery, from its diftance, was not deemed worch the purchaie; but
the reputation of Arcot, and the communication with it by Covre-
pauk, induced the prefidency to accept the terms of thefe forts, al-
though coftly. But the Sepoys at Arcot, when the day of é%cu-

tion approached, confefled that they could not fucceed ; and-a few
days after 200 Europeans were fent into the fort from Vandiwath,
but not, as it feemed, from any fufpicion of the plot. However,
their march ftopped the bargain with Covrepauk. -

Narrain Sauftry, the Morattoe officer, whom Abdulwahad had
driven from Tripetty, took up his refidence in Carcambaddy, a
town in the hills, 15 miles diftant, belonging to a petty Polygar, {ub-

ject to a greater called the Matl: ver, with whofe affiftance he raifed
forces, moftly fuch as werc to be found in thofe wilds ; and in the
night of the goth of June, by a bye-path in the mountain of Tri-
petty, got pofleffion of the temple on the fummit. The troops
maintained by the renter, and two companies of Sepoys with Enfign
“Wilcox, were in the town below, which commands the ufual path
.of the pilgrims to the pagoda. Narrain Sauftry therefore waited for
another force, which the Matlaver was to fend ; when one from the
rock, and the other from the plain, were to furprize the town.
They aceordingly made the attack on the gth of July at four in the
morning 3 and, after {kirmifhing an hour, were beaten off, with the
lofs of 20 men killed and wounded ; but the Morattoes ftill kept
poffeffion of the pagoda. A few days after, the town was rein-
forced by the prefideney of Madrafs, with three companies of Sepoys,
15 Europeans, and 4 {mall gun. None but Indians, and they of
the better cafts, are permitted to zicend the hill on which the pagoda
flands ; for the Bramins pretend, that if the furamit fhould be

trodden by forbidden feet, all the virtue of the pagoda in the w

iniffion of fins would be loft, uru . & =d by an immenfe purificatio
Not apprized of this creed, the Sepoys %nt by the prefidency were.
as ufual a migture of Mahomedans and v.-ous cafts of Indians, fo
that out of the fix hundred, only 80 were wor . to mount to the
affaglt ; and the Europeans were utterly exclude. The renter
neve. “helefs
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neverthelefs, with the.8o Sepoys, and his peons and matchlocks,
in all not exceeding 500 meh, ventured to at.tack' the enemy in pof-
(effion of the pagoda, and was repulfed with lofs; but the blood thed
1n the attack did not unfan&ify the pagoda. :

Tif the latter part of June, three of the ufual thips arrived from
England, with 200 recruits, {ent by the Company ; and brought
intelligence, that the 84th regiment of 1000 men, in the king’s
{ervice, were coming in other fhips, under the command of Lieu~
tenant-colonel Coote, the fame officer whom we have feen ferving
in Bengal with the rank of major ; he was appointed to the com-
mand of the Company’s troops in Bengal 5 but with permiffion to
ftop and ferve with his regiment, if more neceﬂ'ary, on the coaft of
Coromandel. The fatisfadtion arifing from this intelligence was in
fome meafure impaired by a refolution of the Court of Dire&ors ;
who, dazzled by the wealth acquired in Bengal from the revolution of
Plaffy, and by reprefentations of its {ufficiency to fupply their other
preﬁéencies, had determined to {fend no more treafure to any of them

until the year 1760 3 but for every reafon this intelligence was kept -

within the council. _ ; k
" At this time likewife, 200 Englifh: prifoners were received from
Pondicherry, in exchange for the fame number of F ;'g_ncﬁ releafed
at Tritchinof:oly ; but more than one half of the Englith were fea-
men, taken in the frigates ftranded at St. David’s, and other veflels 5
who were immediately {ent away to the {fquadron, which was cruiz-
ing to the {outhward. However, thefe additions to the army'enabled
the Prefidency to extend their attention to objects they had been
obliged to negledt, in order to make head in the adjacencies of
Madrafs : and go Europeans, ‘of whom 20 were invalids, and the
others not the beft men, were {fent to 1riichinopoly, proceeding by
fea to Negapatam, and from thence through the country of
Tanjore. * : i ‘
Three companies of Sepys had been fent to bring away as many
of the French prifonee’ as they could guard from Mafulipatam.
As the fea was adv<ie, they marched by land, and were joined on
the road by 7 6 horfe of Nageabulla’s, from Nelore, They arrived at
Veor, . TR - Mafulipatam
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Mafulipatam en the 11t of June, and on the 15th began their march:

back with 200 of the prifoners; but on ‘the 3d day were recalled by
Colonel Forde, in confequence of intelligence which threatened
their farther progrefs with danger. '

The Subah Salabadjing, on his return from Mafulipatam, halted
within four days of Hyderabad, and commenced a negotiation withx
his brother Nizamally. An interview enfued, which was followed
by a reconciliation, and concluded by the reftoration of Nizamally:
to the fame extenfive powers in the government of the Decan,
which had excited the apprchenfions of Mr. Bufly, and the mortal
hatred of both to each other, in the beginning of the preced-
ing year. This revolution in the adminiftration deprived Baf-
faulet Jung, the other brother, of'all his power ; which had been con-
fiderable as Duan, and little controled by the indolence of Sala-
badjing. He therefore marched away in feeming difguft with his
* brothets 3 but with moft againft the ableft'; and took with him the
troops which had' formed Conflans™army of obfervation. They were
200 Europeans, and the 2000 Sepoys under the contnitind of Zul-
facar Jung : his own were 1500 good horfe, and. 5000 foot of va,
sious forts, with a train of heavy artillery. They recrofled the
Kriftna, fummoning acknowledgements, and plundering the coun-
try ; and’ when Bonjour’s detachment, fetout from Mafulipatam,
were arrived at Condavire, within so miles of the road of his march,
From hence, Baflaulut Jung, and his principal officers, fent forward
threatening letters te Nazeabulla at Nelore, and the three greater
Polygars, as well as all the lefler ones along the Pennar, ordering
them to account for their fhares of the tribute with the arrears, due
to the throne through the officiali¢). ‘ot the Subah of the Decan,
by whom Baffaulet Jung pretended he was commiffioned to-call them
to account ; and, as a mere effeCtual terror, gave out, that he thould
pafs through their countries, ins«rder *o join the Freach at Arcot.
‘Fhe flile of his letters, and flull more his approach, had deterred
Nazeabulla, as, well as the northern Polygars, from giving any aflifs
tance to the Englith in recovering the muimntain of Tripettis
although all applied to Madrafs for afliftance to deicid themfelves,
This confternation was ftrong, when the renter was repuifed in the

atta
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attack of the mountain; and, on the news' of his ill fuccefs, 200
of the black horfe, with three companies of Sepoys, were fent from
the army at. Conjeveram to Tripaffore, where they would be in
ceadinefs either to fuccour the renter, Nazeabullah, the Polygars, or
to march on to join Bonjour’s detachment, if returning. But this party
was fcarcely arrived at Tripaflore, when the prefidency received intellj-
gence from Enfign Wilcox, that a detachment of Europeans, Sepoys,
and horfe, fent from Arcot to Narrain Sauftry, were matching round
the hills, in order to attack the troops in the town of Tripetti; which
if they fhould take, the revenues of the approaching feaft in September
would be loft, and the recovery of the pagoda, refifted by French
troops, rendered hereafter much more difficult ; whereas, in the pre-
fent ftate, Narrain Sauftry in pofieflion of the mountain, and the
Englifh of the town, neither at leaft could get any thing, excepting

by a compromife. Tle importance of this obje&, and of the other

concerns in this quarter, determined the prefidency to fend Major

Calliaud, wigh_200 Europeans and 300 Sepoys.  ‘They arrived at

Tripetti on the 8th of July; but, as before, the reinforcement of
Sepoys furnifhed few of the right fort to attack the mountain. = Cal-
liaud therefore marched with the Europeans, four companies of
Sepoys, and two guns, againft Carcambaddy, the way over hills and

vallies, covered with wood, but inhabited by a'people fit only for_

fkulking attacks, although of no contemptible caft, being entitled
to the pagoda of Tripetti. They fired continually from the thickets:
and covers, and killed and wounded feveral of the line before they
forced the firlt barrier. At the fecond, Major Calliaud with thuch
difficulty got one of the guns upon a rock, which flanked the barrier,
and the firft difcharge, loaded with grape, killed the Polygar and

feveral of his men, after which the detachment met no farther refif~

tance. They were {even hours gaining their way, and arrived at three
i the afternoon at the Polyga’s towm 3 which they fonsd abandoned,
burnt it dewn, and deftro,ed the adjoining plantations. ~ The next
day they returned to Triritti, and Calliaud thinking the enemy in
the mountain would” be as much difeouraged, as the renter’s people

were elated by (nis fuceefs, fent all the it men of his Sepoys; who,
] Tt 2 with
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with the renter's, did not exceed fix hundred, although Narrain
Taly Sauftry had twice as many, to attack the pageda again ; which the

" enemy, after {kirmifhing three hours, abandoned, and all ran away
to take fhelter in the hills of Matlaver.. Four of the renter’s men
were killed, and 20 wounded. Every thing being thus quicted in
the neighbou:hood, and no farther tidings of the French party
from Arcot, Calliaud fet out on his return on the 18th with all

 the troops he had brought, excepting ten Europeans, whom he left
with Wilcox.

No party of Europeans had marched from Arcot againft Tripetti,
and the report arofe from the plundering excurfion of fome Sepoys
and horfe in the fkirts of Bomerauze’s country, to fecond a demand
they were making on him of ‘60,000 ‘rupees. = Neverthelefs the
advices were {0 intirely credited at Madrafs, that Colonel Brereton,
without waiting to advife with the council, ordered Major Monfon,
to move the army from_ Conjeveram towards Arcot, as ‘nearer to
fuccour whatfoever the enemy might intend to, diftrefs. They
marched on the sth s and on the 7th in the morning appeared be-
fore Covrepauk, with two 18 and two 12 pounders. This fort is
fmall, but well-built of ftone, and has a wet ditch, which was in
good order. Colonel Monfon fummoned the officer, more according
to form, than his own expeQation of the anfwer he received, which
was, that, if the garrifon, whites and blacks, were permitted to
retire to Arcot, the foldiers with their knapfacks, and the officers,
with their effecks, the gate fhould be immediately delivered : the ca-
pitulation was tranfacted and concluded in lefs than an hour. This
cafy fuccefs, for the fort was worthy of breach, gave hopes that the
French garrifon of Arcot would ».. make all the defence they
might ; and as the fituation was equally near to Tripetti, the army
advanced, and arrived in the city on the gth. The garrifon fhewed

counteranoe, and their artillery vas fo {uperior, .that nothing
could be done, until the Englifh -army were {upplied with a train
from Madrafsy before which the greateft part of the French army
might arrive from their different cantonments o the velief of Arcot
‘and for this reafon; Major Monfon; before he receivod the erders of
3 the
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the prefidency, marched back to Conjeveram ; but left oo Euro-
peans. of the Company’s troops in Covrepauk, which fecured the re-
venues of the country between thefe two ftations.

Mr. Pococke, waiting for the arrival of the French {quadron, had
continued with his own to windward of Pondicherry, moftly at
Negapatam, where they were plentifully fupplied with cattle by
Captain Jofeph Smith at Tritchinopoly, who caufed them to be
driven to the fea-coaft, out of the obfervation of the king“of Tanjore.
In the end of Juné, a Danifh veflel arriving at Tranquebar, reported,
that 12 fail of French fhips were in the bay of Trincanomaly in
Ceylon ; on which, the whole {quadron weighed on the goth, and

on the 3d of July came off the mouth of that harbour ; where

they neither faw, nor gained any tidings of; the French fhips. = Mr.
" Pococke then cruized off the Fryar’s Hood, the N.E. headland of

“ the ifland, which all veflels coming to the coalt of Coromandel

at this feafon endeavour to make, and, in this ftation, met five of the
expected thips from England, with-the firft divifion of Coote’s regi-
ment, with which he returned, and anchored on the zoth at Nega~
patam ; keeping them in company until the provifions and ftores.
they had brought for the ufe of his fquadron were taken out. The
prefidency received advices of their arrival on the sth of Auguft, and.
notwithftanding the various wants of men at this time for defence
and attack on fhote, requefted Mr. Pococke to detain the troops, to.

{erve with him in the expefted engagement with the French fqua~ -

dron. Several advices. had lately been received, that the Dutch go-~
vernment of Batavia, theit capital in the Eaft-Indies, were prepariug
an armament, which was to fail to. the bay of Bengal ; and on the:
8th fix fhips arrived at Negap.tam, having left another in the bay

of Trincanomaly.. They had on board 500 European foldiers, and!
1 560 difciplined Malays, with abundance of miiitary ftores.. Various:

repoits and conjectures were frumed of the deftination of this force..
‘Che Dutch themfelves gave ut, that it was chiefly intended to re-
inforce their garrifons on e coaft ; and their unavowed ¢miffaries
reported, that the wlile were toad as auxiliaries to the Englith.

agaiuﬂ the Frer. i on the Coaft of Coromandel. M. Pococke kinew
how
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g howmuch the military force in Bengal had been' diminithed by the

i expedition to Mafulipatam, and might {uffer by the ufual mortality of
the climate ; and reafoning from the antipathy of the Dutch govern-
ment to the great fuceefles and power which the Englith had lately ac-
quired:in ‘Bengal, fufpefted that the armament he (aw was principally
intended to reduce their influence in that country; and, with the.

{pirit of confiderate gallantry, and zeal for the general fuccefs of the
_ public fervice, which on all occations diftinguithed his Command;
fent all the troops to Madrafs, recommending, that a part of them
might be immediately forwarded to Bengal. They were all landed
by the 25th, and marched in different parties, as foon as refrefhed, to ‘
the main boady at Conjeveram, where Colonel Brereton, having reco-
vered from his illnefs, “again took the command.

A few days after the return of Major Calliaud from Tripetti, the
Polygar of Carcambaddy with his own, and a number of the Mat-
laver’s people, began to repair the town ; on which Enfign Wilcox
marched with the 25 Europeans, 300 of the Sepoys, and an iron
three-pounder. They were galled the whole way, and obliged to
force the three barriers in the path; and when they came to the
open {pot of the town, where they expeted no refiftance, met the
meft, by a-continual fire from the thickets round. Wailcox never-
thelefs perfifted, and, being aimed at, received at once three mufket-
balls, and was mortally wounded. On which the troops put him
mto a dooley, and retreated, likewife bringing off the gun. "The
enemy did not follow them earneftly ; fo that the lofs was only three
Europeans killed, and 14 Sepoys wounded.

The French party of Sepoys and black horfe from Arcot, had been
beaten back by Bomerauze’s peop’., and lay at Lallapet, near the
fhountains, 10 miles N. w. of Arcot, waiting an opportunity of renew-
ing their incurfien 5 but were beaten up there on the 26th, by
three comrmies of Sepoys, and the t1_ps of the renter of Covrepauk,
fent by Captain Wood, who commarn ed in the fort. “The enemy
fled at the firft fire, leaving 70 mufkets, "nd 17 horfes, and the Se-
poys remained to guard the neareft pals leagu.g from Lallapet into

Bemerauze's country.

Baflaulet



sk XI. Tur CARNATIC:

_ Baffaulet Jung, with his army, had, in this while, continued his
march from Condavir to the fouth, and, ‘having pafled Ongole, at-
tacked the fort of Pollore, about go miles to the north. of Nelore
and the river Pennar, which, although out of the country of Damerla-
Venkytapah-naigue, was of his dependance.. This fuccefs encreafed
the fright of all the three polygars, ‘and of Nazeabulla in Nelore ;
and all renewed their applications to Madrafs. for immediate affift-
ance, and the Tripetty renter. was fully perfuaded, that Baflqulet Jung
intended to get poffeflion of the pagoda, before the great feaft, which
begins in the middle of September, and generally produces 20,000l 3
and it was. known, that Baflaulet Jung was in {tri& correfpondence
with Pondicherry. ]

To thefe alarms on the north of the province; were added others
‘in the fouth. The detachment with Fumel which had taken Thia~
gar had advanced as.far as Volcondah, where, after many threats
and meflages,, they had frightened the Kellidar out of 60,000 rupees;
and, during the negociation, their horfe plundered as far as the
freights of Utatoor. It was then reported, that Furnel intended to
advance with the whole, and take poffeffion of the ifland of Sering-
ham, which would give them all the country between Thiagar and
Tritchinopoly. This detachment could not ‘be oppofed in time
from Madrafs; becaufe the interjacent . country was under
the enemy’s garrifons and. whatfoever troops might be fent
from hence, proceeding, half way by fea againft the monfoon, and
then through ' the country of Tanjore, would not enter into.aftion
" 3o lefs than fix weeks, and then, if fuccefstul,,would be out of the
ceach of recall. Tritchinopoly was the neareft ftation to make head
againft them;. but the whole «garrifon weuld not,, in the field, have

been equal to the force with Fumel..

Fortunateély, in this concurrence of perplexities;  the diftrefies and’

difcontent of the French army bad continued as urgent asever, even
after the expence of the ca’ldign was diminithed by their retreat
into quarters—. In the begipuing of Augufl, the whole of Lally’s re-
giment, excepting thegufjeants and eorporals, and so. of the fal-
diers, mutinied,. aiid marched out ‘of the fort of Chittapet, declar-
ing, that they would not return to their colours, uatil they had

7 received
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received their pay, of which many months was in arrears. Their
officers, by furnithing their own mouey, and engaging their honour
for more, brou ht them back, excepting 30, who difperfed about the
country+ but-this defe€tion, which the caufe exempted from rigorous
punithment, thook the difcipline of the whole army.

From this view of mrcumﬁances, the Prefidency of Madrafs re-
{olved to leave fomethmg to chance in the extremities, rather than
diminifh the {uperiority, which their force had lately acquired in
the center of the province, by the reinforcements arrived from Eng-
land, and the enemy’s detachment to the fouthward; and determined to
employ this advantage immediately againft Vandiwath, the moft im-
portant of the enemy’s ftations between Madrafs and Pondicherry.
Accordingly 300 Europeans, with two twelve-pounders, and all the
ftores neceflary for the attack, were fent to Chinglapett ; but whilft
on the road, and before the main body had moved from Conjeve-
ram, arrived the Revenge, on' the nigh* of the roth of September,
with important intelligence from the fquadron.

The Dutch at Negapatam, pretending that their armament from
Batavia rcquireﬂ the fervice of all their mafloolah boats, would {pare
none to water the Englith fhips; to procure which, Mr. Pococke
failed on the 20th with the fquadron for Trinconamalee, where com- ..
mon boats can ply to the fthore. They anchored there on the goth,
but at the mouth of the harbour; and the Revenge was fent for-
- ward to cruize off the Friar’s Hood. On the 2d of September, at

ten in the morning, fome fhips were difcovered to the s.x. Soon
after came down the Revenge, chafed and fired upon by one of the
ftrangers, which denoted them to be the long-expected enemy. The
Englith fquadron weighed immediaicty, and could not get within
wcannon-fhot of them by fun-fet ; but perceived thot the number and

ftrength of the fhips greatly exceeded the force they had met the
year befc. <.

Mr, D'Aché having left thc coalt, as we have feen, on the 3d of
September, arrived, after thirty days fil, at the Ifle of Prance,
A and found in the port a reinforcement wree men of war, under
the command of Mr, D'Eguille, an offier OF expcrience and reputa-

4 ! tnOﬂ,
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tion. Several of the Company’s veflels, but none of force, for enough
had been fent.before, were, likewife arrived from France: , The ‘éréws
of all thefe fhips amounted to 5500 men, and all the pro\riﬁm{s
which could be -colleéted n the iles, or e\;eu drawn from Mada-
gafcar, ‘with the fupplies fent from Europe, were infufficient to feed
this multitude, added to the numbers already in the colonys, which’
“they nearly equalled. Several councils were held o&,this diftrefs,
and it was at length determined to fend one of the men of war,
with eight of the Company’s thips, .which would take off between
g.and 4000 meh, to the Cape of* Gdod Hope, where they were to
purchafe provifions fufficient for the fquadron in the enfuing voyage,
and, in the mean time, the crews would be fupported without
breaking in upon the general ftock, Thefe thips arrived off the Cape
in the beginning of January; and two of them had. the luck to fall
im with and take the Grantham, an Englith Eaft-India fhip, dif-
patched from Madrafs inSeptember. They purchafed, but at a vaft
expence, a great quantity of grain, wine, and meat, and returned to
the Ifle of France in April and May ; after which, the ﬁrcng;h of
four of the Company’s fighting  {hips, which: Lad. not hitherto
mounted the number of ‘guns they were built for, were armed to
the full fcale of their conftruction.  Thele alterations, and other
equipments, retarded the departure of the {quadron until the 17th
of July. They went firft to the ifle of Boul:bon,. and then to Foul-
point, :n the ifland of Madagafcar, to take in fome rice, and -other
provifions, which had been procured there s and on the goth of)
Auguft arrived off Batacola, a port in Ceylon, 6o miles t()‘tllc\ fouth
of Trinconomaly ; whez they received intelligence of the ,Englifh
fquadron, and t0 days after came il‘l fight of them off Point Pedras.
The land and \ta-winds differing in the fame hours at different dif-
tanges from the fhore, the currents likewife various, fquauls, a fog,
and contrary “courfes whilft fecking cach other when Hut of fight,
kept them afunder, orougof immediate reach, until the roth of
Septembery , when they dgain fell in with one another off FQ{; St.
David,  The Frenchy being fartheft out at fea, lay-to ina line of
battle a-head, their heads to the Hait, The Englith hay ing the
Vou. 1L g S wind
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wind came down a breaft, and at two in the afternoon were within
gun-thot, when each fhip edged to get into their ftations alongfide of
their alloted antagonifts. : :

The Englith fquadron confifted of nine thips of the line, attended
by a frigate, the Queenfborough, two of the Company’s fhips,
and the Prote@or converted to a fire thip. The French were 11 fail
of the line, of which four were of the navy of France, and they had
" three frigates under their lee. Difference of failing, and difappointment

in working, prevented the Englith from forming their line with as
much regularity as the enemy, who were waiting for them, drawn
up in order of battle. ‘ '

The French line was led by the Aif of 64, one of the King’s
thips. She was followed by the Minotaur, another of the King’s,
of 74, in which Mr. D’Aguille wore the flag of Rear-Admiral, and
by much the ftouteft thip in the fquadron, having in her lower tier
thirty-two-pounders, which in the French weight is equal to 40
Englith ; then ftood three of the Company’s thips, the Due d’Orleans
of 60, the Saint Louis of 56, and the Vengeur of 64. Thefe five
formed the van. Mr. D’Aché, in the Zodiaque, hoifted his flag in
the center, fupported by the Comte de Provence of 74 : the four
others of the rear-divifion were the Duc de Bourgogne, of 56, the

Hiuftre, of 64, the Fortunée of the fame rate as the Hluftre, and

the Centaur of 68 ; of which only the Hluftre was a King’s thip. The

‘Blizabeth of 70 led the Englifh line, followed by the Newcaftle of

76, the Tiger of 66, and the Grafton of 74, in which was Rear-Ad-

miral Stevens: thefe four were the van. Mr. Pococke, in the

Yarmouth of 74, was in the center, follor:td Uj.the Camberland of

66, the Salifbury of 56, the Sunderland of 60, and ti.» Weymouth of

60 clofed the rear. 'The total battery of the French fquadron ex-

ceeded the Epglith by 126 guns, and ~onfequently by 63 m aétion,

"The Grafion was the firft thip up, and whilft prefenting her broad.-
fide fell a-breaft of the Zodiaque, whom Mr. Pococke, as m the
two engagements of the laft year, intended to referve for himfelf.

M. D' Aché immediately threw out the fignal of battle, and began

to fire on the Grafton, the firft fhot at 15 minutes after two; but

M, Stevens waited for the fignal of his admiral, which did not

3 appear
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appear until five minutes after, when the Yarmouth was very near
“and ranged againft the Comte de: Provence. The firing then be-
came general through both lines; but the Sunderland, the laft but
one of the Englith line, failing very ill, kept back the Weymouth
behind her. By this mifchance the Salifbury, which was much the
weakeft thip, being only of so guns, and they only eighteen and

September.

nine-pounders, ranged, unfupported, againft the Ifluftre, and .

fuftained likewife the fire of the Fortunce behind, which the Sun-
derland thould have taken up, at leaft in this ftate of the action :
the confequence was equal to the difparity, and' in 15 minutes the
fall of the Salifbury’s maintopgallant, and then her forefail, obliged
her to quit the line: but by this time, the Sunderland fhooting a-
head, engaged the Illuftre. The three fhips of the Englifth van,
ahead of the Grafton, had luckily fallen foon, and in good order,
into their ftations, and in lefs than a quarter of an hour, the Aéuf,
which was oppofed to the Elizabeth, took fire, which brought the
crew from the batteries, and the Elizabeth taking advantage of their
confufion plyed her exceffively, and {foon drove her out of the line
to extinguith the fire: the Elizabeth {till edging down upon

her, was ftopped by the Minotaur flarting forward ; which obliged

her to haul her wind again, and this operation fhot her beyond the
line of action. The Newecaftle then took up the Minotaur, although
a 6o to 4 743 and the Tiger, of which the Captain had been
blamed in a former engagement, fupported the Newecaftle, by

taking on herfelf the fire

neither the Newcaftle nor Tiger had a fail under command ; on

of the two next fhips. . The fight between -
thefe five continued with the utmoft violence for 7o minutes ; ‘when -

which Mr. Stevens; who had left the Zodiaque to Mr. Pococke, and

had beaten the Vengeur out of the line, came between, and feeing
the two fhips of the French line next beyond the Vengeur much
crippled, fet forward to engage the Minotaur 3 and. her broad-fide,.
as fhe was ‘pafling on, drove the St. Louis out of the line. . In the
rear, the Sunderland, which had taken up the Illuftre, was likewiie
attacked by her follower, the Fortunée; and in ten minutes,
before fhe had fired three rounds, her maintop-fail fell, and her

Uuu 2 head-
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head-braces being likewife thot awdy, her foretop-fail fwung a-back,
which made her fall a-fteri “of ‘both her antagonifts. At ten mi-
nutes paft three the Count de Provence, which had ftood the Yar-
mouth, and was afterwards taken up by the Cumbérland, 'likewife
left the line to refit her rigging, as did the Duke de Bourgogne,
which had divided her fire between the Cumberland and the Si-
lifbury, and received theirs, divided likéwife in return. 'The Wey-
mouth, by what accident we ‘don’t find, was kept a-ftern in the
rear; but at three o’clock, the Salifbury cainc again into the engage-
ment ; and, on the French fide, the Tiluftre, ‘feeing the two thips
beforeé her gone, clofed up to the Zodiaque. At four, the only
thips engaged were the Minotaur and Duc d’Orieans agamnft the
Grafton, the Zodiaque againft the Yarmouth, the Iluftre againft
the Cumberland, and the Fortunée and Centaur againft the Sa-
lifbury and Sunderland. The pilot of the Zodiaque feeing, as he
thought, the Fortunée and Centaur gomg off likewife, put the
helm a-lee without order, and, as Mr. D’Aché was running to
correét him, 'a grape fhot carried off the flefh of his thigh, to the
bone; he fell fenfelefs, amongft four or five who were killed or ftruck
down with him. The captain of the Zodiaque had been killed
an hour before ; and the officer who took the command after My,
s D'Aché fell, wore the fhip to rejoin the comrades which had al-
J ready left the line, The Centaug, Hluftre, and Minotaur, think-
ing fuch was the will of their admiral, wore likewife, and fét fail
to accompany him. . The Englifh thips ftill in aéion endeavoured to
follow them, but were foon left out of gun-thot, and all firing
teafed at ten minutes after fourt e
U In this engagement the rear divifion {uffere? much lefs than
the van. On board the Weymouth, wlhich clofed the rear, ‘not
@ man was either killed or wounded, and in the Sunderland
ahead of ] &r, the whole lofs was only two men kiiled; never-
thelefs ¢he Centauf, the' laft of the enemy’s tear, foffered as
much " her mafts and' rigging from tlieir fire, as any of the
other fhips of the' French' live, who were clofer engaged, and
her Captain, Surville the eldér, was killed.  The Salifbury had 16

killed,
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killed, and 40 wounded; the Cumberland’ '8, ‘and " 35% 'the Yar-
shouth 1o, and 275 the Grafton 13, and 373 the Tiger, which
uffered the moft of any, 37, and 1403 the Newecaftle 26, and
65. The Elizabeth * four, and twenty. In all 114 killed, and
69 wounded. _In the Newecaftle, the captain, Michie, an: officer
* of diftinguithed gallantry, was killed ; as were Mr. Jackfon, the
firft Ticutenant of the Tiger, captain More, who compaixded the
marinés in the Elizabeth, and the mafter of the Yarmouth. Brere-
ton, captain of the Tiger, Sometfet of the Cumberland, the fe-
cond lieutenant of the Grafton, and the fourth of the Salifbury,
were wounded. None of the Englith thips, after the engagement,
could fet half their fail ; and the Newcaftle and Tiger were taken
into tow by the Elizabeth and Weymouth. The lofs of the
- French crews was fuppofed to be equal 5 but when they ‘went away

together at fun-fet, all, excepting the Centaur, carried their top-fails.
The uncertainty of the number of troops which the French

Septembcr.

fquadron might have brought for Pondicherry, determined the pre=

fidency of Madrafs to fufpend for a while ‘the attack they ‘had re-
{olved to make on Vandiwath ; but to fend a part of their troops to

Tripaffore to fupport that part of the country againft Baflaulut Jung

But no arguments could prevail on Major Brereton to defift from

the enterprize, from which he expeted to acquire d‘iﬁinguiﬁfe&-..
honour § and thie prefidency, unwilling to check his ardour, re-

frained from giving him pofitive orders to defift.

Heavy rains had rendered the roads and rivers impaflablg until |

the 26th, when the whole army marched from Conjeveram 3 it had
been reinforced with 2~ men from Chinglapett, under the command,
of Prefton, and wi*li 100, of 158 releafed prifoners, which had arrived'
at this garrifon on the 1 ith from Pondicherry. The whole force was
1 s0q Europeans, 8o Coffres, and 2500 Sepoys, mfantey; 100 Eu-
ropean, and 700 Dblack cavalry 5 1o field-pieces; and tw. eightéens
pounders : and two. more eighteen pounders were to join fron. Ching=
lapett. ) i
On the 24th in the morning, the horfe before the line, when
within three miles of Trivatore, fell in with goof the Prerieh hul-
' fars,,
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fars, who ftood them, but, overpowered by numbers, were routed,
and eight, with an officer, taken prifoners: ‘in the afternoon, the
garrifon of Trivatore, which confifted only of a captain and 22
men of the Lorrain regiment, furrendered on the firft fummons.
The main body of the enemy had advanced from Vandiwath in
the morning, and were halting at the village of Parfee, fix miles.
on the road, of which Colonel Brereton receiving information,
marched on without ftopping at Trivatore, and encamped near
them ; and at midnight, the enemy moved off, and returned to
Vandiwath ; where, as before they took up their quarters in the
pettahs, and under the walls of the fort, into which the governor
Tuckeafaheb, notwithftanding the ftritnefs of his alliance, was very:
averfe to admit any of the French troops, excepting fome of their
gunners ; and they to prevent worfe confequences, would not com-
pel him. 'The Englifh army continuing their march the next day,
encamped in the evening under the ledge of rocks, which extend
about three miles to the n.w. of the fort. The day after, which
was the 29th, parties were employed in reconnoitring ; but neither
their obfervations, nor the enquiries of {pies, difcovered the real ftate
of the enemy’s force.

On the march of Major Monfon to Arcot in the beginning of
Auguft, the French drew the greateft part of their Europeans from
the garrifons of Chttapet, Carangoly, and Outramalore, to their
main body at Vandiwath, from whence the whole had advanced as
far as Trivatore, when Monfon, finding the attack of Arcot
imprafticable, returned -to Conjeveram: on . his retreat, they
detached 100 Europeans to reinforce Arcot, and fent back the
troops which they had drawn from the three otlics gacrifons ; which
teduced the European infantry that returned to Vanliwath to 600 ;
but the whole of the Furopean cavalry, who were 300, went with
themy 'Thé fame alarm for Arcot had led Mr. Lally to recall the
detachr ut to the fouthward with Vifcount Fumel, who were
then before Volcondah ; but Fumel, not having levied the con«
tribution he expected, delayed to obey the orders, and, on Mon-
fon's: retreat, was permitted to perfift, and had time to finifh.

During
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Diring the delay between the firflt refolution, and the prefent
motion of the Englith army to attack Vandiwafh, the government
of Pondicherry obtained fome uncertain intelligence of the in-
tention, and again reinforced the main body there with 400 men
from the adjacent garrifons. They likewife again recalled Fumel,

and more than half his detachment were arrived at Pondicherry,

from whence they were at this time advancing towards Vandiwath,

and, as it was reported, un
Brereton received intelligence of the approach of this party, but no
- formation that the troops from the other garrifons were arrived at
Vandiswafh ; and thus computing the whole number affembled there,
including the cavalry, inftead of 1300,
which his own force was nearly double, thought no time fhould be loft

before the arrival of the detachment they expe&ed from Pondicherry,

and determined to attack them in their quarters on the night of the

2gth, which was the next after that of his arrival before Vandiwath.
There were three pettahs under the fort,” lying to the W, the s.,
and the ©.; the w. at 159, the s. at 220, and the E. at the diftance
of 170 yards. The {outh pettah contained the houfes of the more

opulent inhab

mud rampart, which on the s. fide had circular proje€tions to ferve as

baftions ; but the north fide next the efplanade was left open, that the

uns of thefort might preferve their command on the ftreets and
houfes. 'The pettah to the caft commenced oppofite to the N. E. angle,,
and extending 6 50[%&18, covered the eaft fide of the fort, of the ef-

and of the pettah to the {outh. ‘The weftern pettaliex-

plannde,
anade to the fouth ;. it had

tended only along the breadth of the efpl
for fome time been ababdoned,
matives, on the ar proach of the Englith army, had quitted their ha-
bitations in the other two. The French cavalry 1ay in the eaftern
pettﬂh. "T'he. ifantry were under fheds and tents in the covered,
he efplanade to the fouth, and they kept gue 15 on

way dhd eat
pettah ; but none as they ought, iu the

the rampparts of the_fouth

ruined Pettnh to the well..
A thoufandi

der the command of Mr. Bufly. Major.

to be only goo Europeans, to.

itants, and was inclofed on the E.s. and w. by a

and was in ruins, and moft of the-
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A thoufand Europeans, including a company of 8o Coffrees,.and
fix hundred Sepoys, werc allotted to ferve in the attack : they were
divided into three divifions ; the firft led by Major Monfon, was to
aflault the fouth face of the fouth pettah, and having entered, were to
advance through the freets to the efplanade,where the main bodyof the

French troops were lying; whoat the {fame time were to be attacked -

on the right by the fecond dwifion, advancing out of the pettah to
the weft ; this divifion was cdmmanded by Major Robert Gordon.
The third Major Brereton commanded himfelf, as the referve for
occafions, and they took poft under.a ridge which runs parallel to
the weft face of the fouth pettah, but farther back on the plain than
the pettah allotted to Gordon’s divifion. The European and black
horfe were to halt a mile in’the rear of Brercton’s. The reft of
the troops were left to guard the camp. Monfon’s divifion confifted
of 360 Europeans, of whom 200 were grenadiers, all that-were in the
army, and they had one company of Sepoys as attendants: Gordon’s

- were 200 Europeans, and. 80 Coffrees : Brereton’s 360 Europeans
3 P

and soo Sepoys. Each of the three divifions had two excellent brafs
{ix-pounders. ;

. The pettah to the South has three prmcipal ftreets, which in-
terfe& it intirely from. north to {outh, and feveral others in the
fame dire&ion, of thorter extent ; nor are any of the crofs-ftreets
from eaft to wefl regularly pervious from one wall to the other,
and fome of them are ouly fhort communications between the
firects in the other direction : fo that many dodging advantages

- might be taken by knowledge of their different bearings and inter-

fections. At two in the morning, the head of Monfon’s divifion
approached towards the gateway on the fouth Tage of the pettah, and

were challenged and declared by two or three Seprys advanced on -

the plain to look out ; on which the guards on the 'K‘;nparts began
to fire. The gateway was in a return of the rampast {rom the left,
and the s0ad to it lay wider'the reft of the rampart to'the nght, b
that v;ﬁs't\#u,ﬁeld-picccs which were gdvancing at the heady of the

line could not batter the gate at lefs than 150 yards, without

being immediately under the fire of this part of the rampart, which

1 with
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with the uncertainty and delay ‘of their effec in the dark; deter-

mined Colonel Mon{on to try the wall at once. It had neither ditch -

nor pallifade before it, and the firft grenadiers lighted upon a past,
which, for want of repair, permitted them to. {cramble wup, and
being followed by more, they drove the enemy before them, opened
the gate, and let in the main body of the divifion. ‘The gate entered
upon the principal ftreet of the three which leads through the pettah
to the efplanade ; and the other two arve about 350 yards on  each
hand. ‘The troops, as they came in, firft ranged along the ground
between the wall and the habitations, which was broad; and then
formed into three columns, one in each of the ftreets; but the two
- field-pieces moved at the head of the center column. All the three
advanced ‘very'deliberately, keeping as nearly as poffible on the fame
parallel, the two outer columns fending fmall parties iuto the crofs
{treets on their outward flanks to diflcdge the enemy irom whatfoever
pofts their fire came, which, although not ftrong from any, was
frequent and from {everal ; but the greateft annoyance wass from

L
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two field-pieces at the edge of the efplanade, firing down the center

ftreet. However, they were at length filenced by the two field-pieces,
with the center column. Firing had Leen heard on the ground al-
Jotted to Gordon’s divifion, but foon ceafed. In an hour and a heif
the three columns arrived at the openings on the efplenady; where

to their furprize they met no farther refiftance ; and difappointed.

of the afliftancé’ they expetted from Gordon's divition, it was re-
folved fo wait for day-light, and in the mean time to throw up a
barricade at the head of the center-ftreet, which ' for want of jproper
vools was very infufficiently perforined.  Their lofs hitlierto was mot
ten killed and wounded. L Liled

A fky rocket was the fignal fof Gordon’s divifion to advance from
the weftern pettah, and it was fired as foon as Monfon’s had entered
the fouthern. The troops: of Gordon’s had, 'for feac of difcovery,
kept on =13 fide of the pettah farthet from the efplanade, but Pref-
ton and two or three more officers had examined, ithe ftratsy which
were very narrow, and beyond on the efplanade, where they found

Vou. II, X %X the
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the ground rugged, and interrupted with floughs and ftanding water..
“——- But Gordon net having aequired- any diftinét ideas from their report,

boggled, and was confufed in the orders he gave. At length it was
underftood, that the troops, as {foon as-they had pafled through the
pettah were to form on the efplanade in divifions, which would be
15 in‘front.. The-felet picquet'of 40 picked men, commanded by
Lieutenant Dela Douefpe,” who were to lead the attack,. were foon
through, and formed; and advancing Gordon himfelf- was ‘to -
march at the head”of - the main body, but he was not to be
found when it-was rangmg on the efplanade ; and Prefton, his fecond, .,
not kihowing: the motives of* his abfence, would not venture to take
his poft ; and thus the wholewere ftopped, waiting his return. The
picquet marched with recovered arms, and without'dr‘opping a thot,
until thHey came to. the angle of the fouthern- petmh, where the
rampart had'a thoulder, on whieh were mounted twe - ‘pieces of eannon,,
which by the dire@ion of the ftreets could not be turned to-any fer-
vice in the fight behind them ;- and it thould feem -that 'the enemy
Tiad difcovered the fituation and intention of Gerdon’s-attack, for a
¢onfiderable body of infantry were waiting at-the angle, . fome on the
‘tempart; and’others at the eage-of the houfes below ; “who, as foon
as +he piequet were within ‘a’ tew yards; {uddenly threw a number
of blae gy, which difcovered ‘them intirely; and”were inftantly
followed by Abrong running' fire of mrufketry, and the. dxfclnrge of
the two pieces of cannen ; ‘but the whole of the execution was
from the mutketry, for as the picquet was almoftunder the rampart,
the canmon could’ not peint low: enough, and fired.over their heads.
Douefpe returned the fire with difparity of fituation, and greater of
numbers, but would not retreat without orders, and was not with-
out' hopes of being 1mmcdmtc]y joined" by the main body of the di-
vifion, efpecially as the two.pieces which accompanied it, began to
anfwer the two gun s on the rampart. But his expetations.of farther
fupport were vain. ‘The thotol the fwo guns from the ramp.. i'fell near
the m i~ Dody whilft forming, and fome mufketry fired upon them

from the eovered way of the fort, on which the 8o coffrees all ran
" back

s
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back into the pettali, and through it, quite awayy and the Eures 1759,
peans not led on, and having notbing effectudl to fire upon, foom. S‘:;&;;":—:‘r
broke .and went off likewife, leaving the piequet, and the field- =~
pieces {ill engaged. But Prefton,-for Gordon wasmot yet to be found,
knowing the determination of the picquet perfevere, ran. fingly to
them, and brought them back o the pettah, where they joined the
officers deferted by all the reft of the. troops : but: the artillery-
men, animated by the well-known refolution of their commandant
Captain Robert Barker, ftill ftood by him and their guns. The fugitives
not all equally frightened, made their way to the referved divifion
with Brereton, who.on the firft notice, ran unaccompanied to the
wpettah from whence they were coming, andin the ftrong impulfe-
of indignation, ran the firft man he met through the body:-
unfortunately he was one of the braveft. in the army; fo that
this example carried little influence, and 'left none to exhorta-
tion, and wery few obeyed his call ; with whom .he went as far as
the two guns, which Barker was ftill firing, and by this counte-
nance had deterred the enemy from making a pufh, which would
eafily have taken them; but Brereton, {enfible of the rifk to which
they were expofed, ordered him to ¢diaw them off into the pettah,
from whence they joined the referve at the ridge. Thus all wrie
gone before the firing ceafed in the fouthern pettah, ¥ iwie Gordon
with four or five of the fugitives foon after appeare}, coming in
at the gate to the fouth, where Monfon’s divifion had entered.
The day broke, and the énemy’s fire recommenged and encreafed
with the light, The gunners, whom the Kellidar had admitted
into the fort, plied the cannon en. the towers oppofite ‘o the
three ftreets, to the head of which Monfon's divifien had ad-
vanced ; and with the field-pieces on the efplanades their fire .was
from 14 guns all within point blank, from the fort at 300, from
the field-pieces at 100 yards. Theseturn svas from  the' two
field-piecioeat the head of the center-reet, and from platoons of
mufketry in the other two. The difparity was wvere, and conld
not be long maintained.  The officers ordered the men wof empliy=

X X% . ody




Tue War or CoROMANDEL. Book X@L

ed, to take fhelter under the fheds proje@ing before the walls of the
houfes in the enfiladed fireets ; the fheds, as i the other towns of
Coromandel, were feparated from each. other by partitions of brick or
mud : fome withdrew into the crofs fireets immediately behind.
Neverthelefs, all whoappeared were fo exceflively galled, that it was
nceeflary to retreat; but from the continual Lope of fapport from
the two divifions without, Major Monfon withed not to quit the
conteft until the laft extremity. In the middle of the pettah is
a continuation of fireets leading quite acrofs it, although not in a
ftreight line, from the eaft to the weft fide, where the laft ends upon
the area of a pagoda, in which a party had been pofted; and the wou--
edweretheltered and ferved. The columnswereordered toretireintatils.
* line of the crofs-ftreets, where all, according to the breadth of the main
ftreets, might fire down them, and immediately difappear, until loaded
and ready to fire again. This movement ftaggered theenemy, for they
could do no more, if they continued on the efplanade at the other
extremity of the flrects ; and if they advanced along them, would be
expofed in deep columns. = Neverthclefs, confident in their numbers,
and prefling to decide before the Englith troops fhould be reinforced
from without,  they began ‘wed maintained this fight with great
fpesit and alivity, until they were convinced it could not fucceed 5 on
which they .unt off their rears, which brought two of their field~
pieces from ti' cfplanade, and with them marched along a ftreet ad-
joining to the weftern wall of the pettah,which led them to the pagoda
towards this end of the crofs-ftreets : which the guard immediasely
abandoned, leaving [oime of the wounded in the pagoda; having fe-
cured this fation, the party advanced the field-pieces along the line
of the crofs ftreets, firing and taking in flank the whole of Monfon’s.
divifion, againft whicl the attack in front likewife continued, and with
enereafiug vivacity : and in a very little while the remaining field-piece
of the divifion was difabled : on which the men began to lofe courage,
and Monfon confulting his fecond, Major Calliaud, they clolved ta
« rerrdat pod take poft againft the fouthern wall of the pettah. The
greaadiers <8 one of the Company’s battalions were to halt near the
b ‘ gateway,,

Seprember.
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L teway, but feeing it open, marched out into the plain, quickening
their pace at every {tep. Major Calliaud, who was near;. inftead of
calling after them, followed, and running beyond, . fropped {uddenly
before them, and cried, ¢ Halt.” The inftin& of difcipline pre-
vailed. ‘They obeyed, and forming as he ordered, faced, and, luckily
for themfelves, followed him into the pettah.  Major Monfon met
him at the gate, and, in the midft of much vexationy thanked him
with much cordiality ; but faid, that the whole body, fiill clofely
prefled by the enemy, were faultering, too faft to be trufted any
longer s and that it was bettet to lead them off in order, than rifque
their going off in confufion of their own accord. ' ‘The exhortations
gs their commanders encouraged them ta keep their ranks ; the Se-
poys marcied in front, helping to carry off the wounded, and fif-
teen prifonets, The enemy, by unaccountable overfight, did not
follow them into the plain ; but were contented with firing from the
wall : about halfa mile from which, the line halted in a grove, and
in a little while perceived Major Brereton’s and Gordon’s divifions,,
with the European and black horfe, the Sepoys, and two field~
pieces, advancing round to join them at the fame tume, they faw
the whole body of the enemy’s Euronean cavalry, 300 riders, ap-
pioaching from the eaftern pettah, where they had remained i e~
peGtation of an opportunity of cutting off their retreat, LI L, rrom

want of alertnefs, they loft, and could not venture t¢ attack afier

Brereton appearéd. The whole returned to the bank, where Brere-

ton’s divifion had taken poft, and in the afterncon from thence to

the camp, without moleftation or alavm. - The lofs, on the mqme-
diate review, appeared to be sz officers, and 195 rank and file,
killed, wounded, and taken prifoners.. The Lieutenants Minns and
Latour were the only officers; but, it was {uppofed, that 90 rank
and file were killed ; and that of this number, so:fell the pottah.
The eagernefs of performing fome diftinguithed {irvice before Calonel
Coote thould asrive, and fuperfede him in the command of the anmy,.
wrged Colopel Brereton to make this attack, which was  much
more hardy than judicious, even if the enemy. had pat Yeen e~

| inforeed..

AASO-
N

Septembers



Tiue Wanr or CoroMANDEL, Book @L

inforced..  However, the great gallantry and the inferior numbers

of the body which fuftained the greateft part of the lofs, rather

encreafed than diminithed the confidence of the army. The enemy

{uffered as much, having zoo killed and wounded. -+ Mainville, who

commanded againft Lawrence at Tritchinopoly, juft before the truce -

in 1754, and two Captains, were killed. :
"The two {quadrons anchored on the 11th, the day after they had en- -
gaged each othe ; the Englifh in the road of Negapatam, the French 4
leagues farther to the {fouth, who being much lefs difabled, were
- ready to fail again onther gth; and two days after, anchored in the road
of Pondicherry. 'The thips immediately landed whatfoever fupplies
they had brought for the fervice of the colony ; the treafure amounts
ed only to 16000 pounds in dollars, and the diamonds taken in the
Grantham, were worth 17000 pounds. The troops were only 180
men. ~Mr. D’Aché would net go athore, and fignified his inten-
tion of failing immediately for the iflands. The feafon, although
advanced, was not yet dangerous, nor were his thips more hurt than
the Englith ; but this refolution rofe from intelligence of the four
men of war, which were coming with Rear-Admiral Cornifh to join

Mr. Pococke, and who might arrive every day. Accordingly, early

1/ the morning of the 1gth, Mr, D'Aché made the fignal for weigh-
g, anl. 2"+ ¢ fhips leofed their top-fails, :

The fupplizs they had brought were fo much lefs than the wants
and hopes of the volony, that difappointment appeared in every
face; but the fight of the fhips getting under fail, in 24 hours after
their arrival, fpread univerfal confternation, and excited-the utmoft
indignation. All the military officers, the principal inhabitants, and
ceven the .clergy, aflembled at.the governor’s, and immediately
formed, themfelves into a national couneil ; which unanimoufly de-
creed, that the precipitate departure of the fquadron muft produce
the moft detrimental ‘confequences to the interefts of the {tate,- as
holding out .to all the powers of the country an appeebrious ac-
knowledgement that.they had been entirely defeated in the Jaft en-
gag meit and could ot fland another ; and that they utterly de-

' fpaired
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paired of every thing on fhore. In confequence of this deliberation,  ©759.
a proteft was immediately drawn, declaring Mr. D’Aché refponfible  Gaet
for the lofs of ‘the colony, fuch were the words; and refolving to
complain to the King and miniftry, and demand public juftice of
his condué. The thip Duc d’Orleans was by fome accident de-
tained in the road, after the others were under fail, and the coms-
mander was charged to deliver the proteft to Mr. D’Aché, and a
copy to every commander in the fquadron, which were twelve
leagues out at fea when the Duc d'Orleans joined them. Mr.

. D'Aché immediately held a general council of his captains, and
on the 22d anchored again in the road of Pondicherry ; and came
athe re to-confult with Mr. Lally and the government. = On the 2 5th,
in the mormag, the Englifh fquadron, coming from Negapatam,
appeared ftanding in line of battle into the road, but driving by the
current to the northward. = All the French: fhips weighed, but
hawled the wind clofe, which being at w.s. w. kept them at their
firlt diftance from the Englifh, which they had it in their power to
bear down upotry and engage. -Mr. Pococke, unable to:get up. te
them, kept his line of battle until the evening, when' he continued
his courfe, and anchored on the 27th 2t Madrafs. Mr. D’Aché i
infifted on: returning as foon as poffivle to the iflands 3 and the v -
vernment of Pondicherry unwillingly compromifed fo L. aepar=
ture, on condition that he fhould leave all the Coffrees forving in the
{quadron, which were 400} and joo Europeans,. éither failors ot
marines ;= who were accordingly landed, ‘and he failed-awaynon the'
zoth of September. Mr. Lially; with:his ufual {pleen, calléd the Bu-
ropeans the {cum ofthe fea ;:and, mdeed, moft of them for a whilé
could be fie for little more than to.do duty in the town, whilft the
regular troops kept the field.

The animofity of Mr. Lally to-Mr.. Bufly had continued, without
remiflion : he even:employed his emiffaries to perfuade Mr, Bufly to
make him a prefentiof money, as.a certain tmeans of ‘reconeiliation 3
intending to ufe the proffer as a confeffion of Mr. Bufiy’s delins
queney, of which he was every: where fecking proofs. M ali s

and
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and ambition were never more firictly united than in this defign.
M. Bufly, having remitted his fortune to Europe, offered his credit,
if employed in community with the igovernment of Pondicherty
and Mz, Lally’s, to raife money. for the public fervice ; but ‘treated
the hints of the other propofal, as the defperate zeal of his adherents
upwarranted by himfelf. = They {aw one another but feldom, but
were obliged to correfpond on public affairs. - The letters of Mr.
Lally were replete with {ulpicion, jealoufy, infinuation, artifice, in-
folence, farcalm, and wat; Mr. Bufly’s, with fagacity, caution, de-
ference, argument, profound knowlege, the juffeft views of affairs,
. and the wifeft means to promote their fuccefs : and Mr. Lally him-
felf, whilt  he pretended to ridicule, refpeGted the extent of his
talents.  Thein diflention was in this ftate, when' the ‘arrival of a
frigate from France on the 2oth of Auguft brought ofders from the
king and miniftry, recalling all the intermediate officers, who had
been fent with commiffions fuperior to Mr. Bufiy’s, and appointing
him fecond in the command, and to f{ucceed to it after Mr. Lally.
This diftinétion prodgced a more civil intercourfe, and Mr., Lally,
with feeming complacence, afked the affiftance of his counfels. The

Grft he gave was the moft ~bnoxious he could. Rajahfaheb, the -
\afortunate but infignificant fo. of Chundahfaheb, had lately found

means . - fuade M. Lally to appoint him Nabob of the Car-
natic ; and ¢l e ceremony had been performed with oftentation, in the
month of July, both at Arcot and Pondicherry. This promotion,
without the participation of Salabadjing, the Subah of the Decan.
was a public renuniation of his alliance, and might be improved by
Nizamally to confiem himin the interefts of the Englifh. The approach
of Baffaulut Jung on the northern confines of the Carnatic appeared
to Mr, Bufly a refource, not only to re-eftablith the former union
with Salabadjing, but likewife to ftrengthen the immediate opera-
tions of the French aimy, by offering Baflaulut Jung the government
of the Carnatic and its dependencies under the fanction of Salabad-
jing;, on condition that he would join them with his troops. Mr.
' 9 :iy o firft revolted againft the idea: and his averfion to it was
imputed
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imputed not more to his jealoufy of the 1mportahce which M.
Bufly would regain, by his influence with a prince long accuftomed
to refpet his chara&er, than'to his own obligations to Rajahfaheb,
who it was faid had purchafed his appointment. However, Mr. Lally
bad confented, that Mr. Bufly fthould march with a detachment
to join Baflaulut Jung, and conclude the negotiation, when the
French fquadron failed away from Pondicherry, where news
arrived the fame day of the aétion at Vandiwafh, which Mr.
Lally, as a complete vifory, fired a hundred guns round the
ramparts of Pondicherry, and wrote magnificent accounts of the
. {uccefs to every man of confequence within or near the province.
 Mr. Buffy arrived at Vandiwath on the sth. of O&ober. The
“Englith army had left their encampment in fight "of this place the
day before ; they halted two days at T'rivatore, during which heavy
rains and the bad quality of the only water they had to drink brought
ficknefs upon the camp, which caufed Major Brereton to quit this
poft, and repair to Conjeveram, where they arrived ‘on the 7th.
On the {ame day, Mr. Bufly marched from Vandiwath with all the
troops encamped there, reinforced from other parts to 1500 European
foot and 300 horfe, befides the black birfe: he expected the Englif.

mxght wait, and gwe battle, but they were gone ; and the gamfra \

left in T'rivatore, which was only ten Europeans, and « Couipany of
Sepoys, furrendered to him at difcretion. Draughting rso of the
European horfe, and 400 foot, to accompany him to Baffaulut Iung\,
he fent back the reftof the army to Vandiwafh, and arrived at Arcot
on the 1oth ; where he was detained feveral d“ys, by the rains of
the monfoon.

Baffaulut Jung advanciﬁg from Polore gave out that he would attack |

Nelore 5 but when he came near the Pennar quitted the fouthern
road, and, turning to the weft, encamped on the 1oth of Septembet
on the plains of Sangam, a town with feveral pigodas on the 'bank’
of the rivezy 16 miles from Nelore. Hure he fummoned Nazeabulla
and the three greater Polygars fo come and pay their obelnee to
him in perfon. Nazeabulla contiived to make him believ. ..agnif ed

Your, 1. Y Yy reports
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reports of the force of his %arrifon, and of troops coming to rein-
force it from Madrafs, which brought on a civil intercounfe of letters

between them ¢ bat the Polygars he defpifed, and refolved not to
{pare. - They, however, fearing to offend the Englia government,
endeavoured to evade the vifit by various excufes, on which he fent
his horfe over the river to forage on the arable lands for themfelves, -
and to feize cattle and grain for the reft of the army. This detri-
- ment not prevailing, he pafled the river with his whole force, and
on the it of O&ober encamped at Sydaporam, a confiderable town;
where the hills of Bangar Yatcham begin on this fide, and fituated”
within ten miles of Venkitagherri, the place of his refidence, and
20 from Kalaftri, which is the principal town ‘of Damerla Ve ki-
tappah. Here he waited, not a little diftrefled for me.iey, and ex-
pedting the arrival of Mr. Bufly, who, on the 18th, had made his.
firft day’s march from Arcot, when he was ftopped fhort by extra~
ordinary intelligence from Vandiwath. 4
More than a year’s pay was due to the whole army : what money
had been fupplied to them lately was in lieu of their provifions,,
when not ﬁl_'rniﬂ'led vogulady. The foldiers believed, that much
_more than came had been bronght by the {quadron, and, what was
v orfe, that their general had amafled and fecreted great wealth.
Theu izwenidity at the aftion of Vandiwath had increafed the
indignation « f their diftrefles, They complained continually and
openly, nor did'the officers chufe to. punifh them on this. {core ; be-
caufe the plea of their difcofitent was true.  On others they withed
to preferve the ufual difcipline. On the 16th fomefoldiers of Lorrain.
were punifhed ;3 fome for neglect of duty, but others for ﬂoveulihefé;_
which they could not aveid. In lefs than an hour after this chaftife-
ment, the drums of Lorrain, compelled by 40 or 50 of the foldiers,
who had concerted, beat the general ; and in an dnftant every man,
of the regiment WS, under arms 3 and in a few minutes all con=.
curred in the fame refolution : refufing to admit tht commiffioned:
officers, and every ferjeant, excepting two, they marched in order ous.
of liecarr, towards the mountain where the Englifh army had:
: lately

Gy
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ately encamped. The officers of Lally’s and the battalion of India;
heariig the drums of Lorrain, beat the general likewife, and turned
out the line, thinking the camp was going to be attacked by the
Englifh; and {fome of the officers who had perfifted in accompanying
the men of Lorrain, prévailed on them to ftop ; but ecould; not, to
return, before they knew the intentions of Lally s and Tndig, of wlom
they had fome doubt, whether not preparing to furround and attack
them. For this purpofe they detached a picket to confer with them,
of 'whom the fpokefman was the boldeft of the mutiny, and, inftead
of propofing any conditions for Lorrain, exhorted all he har'mgued to
follow their example, and redrefs their common wrongs, unlefs the
whle army immediately received the full arrears of their pay. His
“twords ran lik > fire: all, animated with the fame{pirit, cried out, march.
“The expoftulations of their officers were vain, they were ordered to
rétire. Parties and detachments were commanded, which brovght
up the field- artillery, the tumbrils, ‘oxen, tents, and baggage, and
even obliged the buzar and market, which confifted of 2000 per-
fons, and a multitude of animals, to move with them, and to which
they appointed the ufual guard.  They fent tkewife to demand the
colours ; but, fecing the officers determinad o die rather than de
liver them, defifted.  As foon as :very thing was gathered, t'.e
whole line, with feventeen pieces of cannon, marche? 2. ay.  As
{oon as thcy arrived at the mountain, they with one voice élefted
La Joye, the ferjeant-major of the grenadn,rs of Lorrain, their

~ommander i chief'; ‘and he iminediately nominated another fer= |
jeant, his major-general, and appointed ' the ‘beft of the rank and

file to command the different companies, with the ufual titles
of commiffioned officers. 'Orders were then prepared, and read
at the head of the men, exal@ing every article of the fervice.  The
eamp was' pitched, centries, pickets, advanced guards, rounds, calls,
with every detail of duty and difcipline, ftri&ly.obferved, They did
not like, - bat did not refufe, the vifit of feveral of their officers 3
but forbade” every interference that feemed authority. On hints
whether they interided to go over to the Englith, thew rineéd to

il i RIS their
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their cannon, which were ranged in front of the camp, facing the
north, from whence alone the appearance of the Englith army
could be expeted.  The night pafled without riot or confufisii.

In the mean time, exprefles were fent to Pondicherry, where the
whole council immediately affembled at Mr. Lally’s, who accufed
them all, as the inftigators of the revolt; but produced 10,000 pa-
godas out of his cheft, and fent them by the Vifcount Fumel, with
the promifc of a general pardon to the troops. The council likewife.

ave aflurances, that the whole arrears fhould be difcharged in a
month, and fent their plate to the mint, as an earneft, which
example was. followed by many of the inhabitants. Fumel arrived
early in the morning of the 2oth at the camp of the troops, ‘vio
had moved fix miles farther on to the weftward, towaris At : He
was permitted to confer with their chiefs, whom he narangued on
the obvious topics of defertion, difhonour, and the deftruéion of all
the French interefts in India, and thought them fufficiently relented,
to appeal to the whole ; who, according to his requeft, affembled
round him on the plain, to the number of 2000 men. He gave
hints of the money and pardon ; and his reprefentations had well-
nigh converted them, when 70 or 8a, who were the defperate mu-
tincers, and had kept away from the aflembly, ruthed in with there
bay. . s fixed, and faid, that nothing could be determined without
their confent, which fhould never be given to a reconciliation before
they had received every farthing of their arrears. Fumel, thinking |
neither their number or violence fufficient to revoke the impreffion
be had made, broke up the aflembly, fignifying, that he fhould re-
turn to Vandiwafh, and wait there three hours for their determi-
nation, before he returned to Pondicherry. Within the time the
anfwer came ; the ferjeant La Joye was a fenfible man, and difap-
proving, although he commanded the revolt, prevailed on ‘them to-
be content with receiving fix. months pay immiediately, the reft in a
month, and a general ammefty, figned by Mr. Lally, and all the
members of the council of Pondicherry. = Accounts were jmme-
wiatel, ~egun ; and, whilft waiting for them and the return of fefs

fengers
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ngers from Pondicherry, the troops continued abroad with the
fame regularity as before, under his command.. The pardon arrived,
ard the money was paid on the 211t in the morning, and the whole
body, excepting 30 who. had deferted, marched back under the com-
mand of then former officers to Vandiwath, where before: evening
the whole camp was enlivened with dances and jollityy, as if after
fome fignal fuccefs. o -
Mr. Buffy, on the firft intelligence of the revolt, refolved to pro-
ceed no farther, untilhe faw the event. The difcontent caught the
troops he had taken with him, and he was obliged to appeafe them
by a month’s pay, and then to wait, until the money to make up
tlie fix months, as to the reft of the army, was remitted from Van-
. diwain 3 and before he refumed his march, feveral incidents had

-happened, which neceffitated him to change the ftate of his de;achp .

ment, and the rout he intended to take.

As foon as. the Englith army, returning from their unfuccefsful’
attempt at Vandiwath, arnved at Conjeveram, 200 Europeans, with |
two field-pieces, 200 black horfe, and soo Sepoys, were detached
under the command of Captain More, towards: the encampment-

of Baffaulut Jung at Sidaporum; they w=s: to be joined.in the
way by the fix companies of Sepoys at Tripetti, by 1000 be
longing to Nazeabullah at Nelore, and by the Europeans i oth
thefe places, who were about 7a0. This force was, intended to
follow and harrafs Baflaulut Jung’s army, if they thould mdreh

round to meet and join Mr. Bufly ; but it was the 15th of O&ober -
before they reached Kalaftri, whete the troops from Tripetti arrived |

the 1ame day, but thofe from Nelore had not yet advanced. The
two Polygars, Bangar Yatcham and Damerla Venkatypettah, tetris

fied by the cavalry of Baflaulut Jung at their borders, and doubtful |

of the diftant prote@ion of the Englifh troops, temporized, and acs
cording to his fummons went to. his camp, acsompanied by Sampe-
trow. . This man, who has been formerly mentioned, came into the
prov'mce with the Nabob Anwarodean Khan, and had ferved as his
Duan; of primeé-minifter, until his death 5 afterwhich, he was lomes
times confulted and employed, but never trufted, by Mahomedally, and

had:
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f0.  had a litrle before the fidge of Madrafs vetired with his wedlth, which
m was confiderable, to Kalafiri. ' His difguft to the prefent Nabol had
" attached him to Maphuze Khan, who fill continted helplels wiid
difconterited, ehdeavouring to'kesp up the difturbatices whick he had
created in the_Ti'ni;ve‘lly countries. An officer deputed by e
both went to Baffaulut Jung, as foon as it-was known that lie had
{eparated from his brothers, Salabadjing and Nizamally; and it 15
faid, feconded the advice of the French in his fervice, to'enter the
Carnatic, but with very different views ; for Simpetrow, who ma-’
naged the intrigue, intended that Baffaulut Jung fhould proclaim
himfelf Nabob, and appdint him his Duan ; forefeeing that the
_concerns of his countries'nearer the Kriftna would foon call him
away ; when he fiitended that Baflaulut Jung fhould réminate Ma-
phuze Khan his deputy in the Carnatic, and Sampetrow continuing
Duan, would, by his afcendance over Maphuze Khan, gather the
“whole power of the government into his own hands. - When it was
objefted what engagements were to be takén or kept with tlie French,
Sampetrow faid, None, if pofiible, with either them or the Englith;
but, if neceffitated to - hufe, Maphuze Khan was at leaft equally free
frotn predile€tion to e.ér. A’ a fpecimen of his own abilitics for
ihe fituation to which he afpired, he pf:rfhaded the two Polygars to
mike ¢ach of them a préfent of 40,000 rupeés in ready mioney, and
added the faide fum of his own., This affiftince was very much
wanted, and gave recommendation to his counfel, of which he'was
‘expelting the effel, when 4n officer of ‘the fitft diftinction in Sali-
“badjing’s coutt, ard the lonfident of Nizawially, arrived in the
chimp, with offers c{f 'fﬁeﬁmfi&, ‘reconciliation, ‘and grants, to dif-
fusde Baffaulut Jung fidm entering into any alliance with thi;
French againft the Englifh.  Nizamally forefaw, that the fthdard
of his brother, as the fon of Nizatalmulick, with the force he cof-
manded, and lis refurces, if aing in conjunétion with the French
in the Camatic, might turn the foftune 6f the war 1 their favour s
and, i théir fuccefs, he faw and dreaded, with abomiiiation, the
tefloratian of Mr. Bufly to the councils of Salabadjing, as thé rum
of his own ambition. Baflaulut Jung inclined to Yhe adviee of Sam-
I petrow,
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56w, and would. probably have advanced into the plains of the
Carnatic, with equal profeflions to the Frénch and Enghith, if the
Epaifh troops had not arrived. as they did at Kalaftri. ‘Their ap-
pearany  ‘concerted him the more, becaufe the commander of the
Frenc'. uveps in his army, and the agent deputed to him from
Pondicherry, had, with as much confidence as imprudence, affured
him, before he crofled the Pennar,, that Mr. Bufly would join him
at Sydaporum on the 1ft of October. It was now the 1gth, and
Baffaulut Jung, fo long difappointed, would nat at length believe
that Mr. Buffy had even left Pondicherry ; whea reports arrived of
the revolt at Vandiwafh ; on which, he beat his great drum, re-
¢rofled the Pennar, and marched to the N.w. into the country of.
‘Cudapah, towards the capital of the fame name. The French troops
accompanied him, diftrefled for neceflaries ; but their officers pre-
vailed on him to requeft of M. Bufly, that he would immediately
- advance and join him in Cudapah. - Mr. Bufly received this intelly
gence on the 24th, and fet out the fame day ; but, as more than half
the way he had to pafs was through the mountains, he took with
him only three companies of Sepoys, 100 of thie European borfe, and
200 black under a good partizan, which . ¢ had enlifted at s
own expence at -Arcot, _becaufe thofz he !.«d brought from Vandi-
wath were gone off for want of pay. They marched without artil-.
lery, and with very little baggage. "
The monfoon, with figns of ftormy weather, warned Admiral
Pocacke to quit the coaft : the prefidency endeavoured to. perfuade
him Lo leave fuch of his fhips as did not require the dock, in the
vy of Trinconamalée ; from whence they might retarn with the-
fair weather in January, ready to oppofe any part of the French {qua-
dran, which might be fent back expeditioufly from the iflands, in.
arder to command the coaft during the abfence of the Englifh ; but:
M. Pococke judicioufly refolved not to diminith Lis ftrength, until he.
had ronnded Ceylon, and was far enough up tue Malabar coaft to.
be fure the shemy were not waiting to meet him there, under. this.
very,difadvantage : but. promifed, as foon as fecure from this. event,.
%0 {end sound M, Cornifh’s thips, if they fhould join  uun in the
WaY..
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7 way. On the r6th, the Revenge, which had been left cruizing t6 = -
tooer.  the fouthward, came in with intelligence that the had en the ?th
fallen in with Mr. Cornith’s divifion, and [three Indiamen. 'vinz
on board Colonel Coote, with 600 men, the remainder ¢ is regi-
ment, and that they wgre beating up to Madrafs. . iwr. 1 “eacke
failed, with his {quadron, at break of day on the 18th, and the fame
night met Mr. Cornifh’s off Pondicherry : he immediately put fuch
of the troops as were on board the men of war into the Queentbo-
- yough frigate, and fent her away, with the three Indiamen, to Ma-
drafs ; where they did not arrive until the 27th, taking ten days
againft the monfoon to gain what with it might have been run in as
many hours. As {oon as the trodps were landed, 200 from the camp
were embarked, in five Indiamen, for Bengal, with Major Calliaud,
whom Colonel Clive had requefted might be fent to take the coms-
mand of the army in that province, if Colonel Coote fhould Ye de-
zained to ferve on the coaft. Sixty Europeans had been fent a few
'days before to Mafulipatam ; but thefe detachments were partly com-
penfated by another exchange of prifoners with Pondicherry, trom
' whence 170, all that remained there, were delivered, and arrived
on the 17th at Madra. .

The laft exchange be.c e this in Auguft had cleared T'ritchinopoly
of the remainder of the French prifoners in confinement there. The
numbers which, on different fuccefies, had been brought into the city,
were 670, all taken during the campaigns of Colonel Lawrence,
under the walls of the city ; but only 400 were remaining to be re-
leafed, in the late exchanges : of the reft moft had died ; 30 had neen
fent on their offer of enlifting to ferve with-Mahomed Iffoof in the
countries of Madura and Tinivelly ; and the others, who, although
foreigners were not Frenchmen, had been admitted to ferve in the
garnfon of Tritchinopoly,which, the final clearance of its dungeons
releafed from the fevereft and moft anxious part of their duty.
The detachment of ;0 men fent from Madrafs, arrived at the city on
the 26th of Auguft. The Dutch at Negapatam would 1ot let them
land jn their bounds, which obliged them to come on thore in the open
sown of Nagore, where they would have been expofed to rifque, 1f

v Sk there
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o wthiére had been 2 ftrong force in the French fort of Karical.  With

.
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- this reinforcement the garrifon had 250 eftimated Europeans, moft Sz~ e,

vl LWere mvahds deferters, or topaﬁes, and gooo Sepoys;
and the  Sob ftill maintained his 1000 horfe, which had afforded
part*2taufhicie, & to fecure the revenues of the diftriéts of Tritchinopoly
fouth of the Coleroon, of Seringham on the other fide, and éven farther
on toVolcondah, before the detachment with Fumel had extended the
authority of the French government as far as Utatoor.  The inter-
mediate villages, of which the French had lately taken pofieffion, had
remained for many months before unmolefted, and were flourithing 3
and, as foon as it was known that Fumel was returning from Volcon-
dzh to Pondicherry, Captain Jofeph Smith detached Captain Richard

Smith, with 180 Europeans, four guns, 800 Sepoys,” and 500 of i

the Nabob’s horfe, to recover ‘the country that had been loft.
"They marched on the 18th of September; but had only crofled
the Coleroon, when néws of the arrival of the French fquwdwn
at Pondicherry alarmeéd the Nabob fo much, that, to quiet his
apprehenfions, all the Europeans, with 600 of the Tepoys, were
recalled into the city; but the horfe, with the other 200 Sepoys,
went on to Utatoor. Colonel Brereton  when determined to.
march againft the French at Vandiwath, hud enjoined Jofeph Smith
to undertake fome enterprize which might draw off a part of their
force from their ftations towards the Paliar, and oblige them to de-
tain to the fouthward, what might be at this time in thofe quartersy

his letters arrived on the 6th of O&ober. J. Smith had for fome time

meYiated an attempt to retake Det Cotah by furprize, to give the
fquadron a certain ftation, from which. they mlght be fupplied with
water and provifions, without begging leave, as it were, of the Danes |
and Dutch. The opport\uuty was at this time probable ; for, conﬁdmg
in the remotenefs of its fituation from any of the Englifh ftations, and
wanting troops in other parts, Mr, Lally had reduced the garrifon to
30 Europeans -and 100 Sepoyss and .;he Colgroon, which difem-
bogueth into the fea near Devi Cotah, was at this time full and rapid,
On the night of the gth, Captain Richard Smith, with 140 Europeans
and Topafles, 300 Sepoys, two petards, and fome {caling ladders,

Vou. 1L 2Lz ‘embarked
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", embarked'in two large boats, Whlch {erved as.ferries over the Cole-
roon, and thirteen of wxcker, covered with leather, which ate Jikes
w1fc ufed on the fame. river. - Lieutenant Hotne, with 500 S Saesrg,
and two ﬁeld—preces, marched two days before to Taujor uld the
Nabob’s herfe, with the 200 Sepoys, advanced from © wwatoo. “~ the
diftri@s of Verdachelum ; all the three iparties werz to join, and at--
tack Chilambarum, if the attempt on Devi Cotah fucceeded. It was
expeéted, that the current would carry the boats down in 6o hours, .
: a]though the diftance by the courfe of the river is 205 mules, Heavy
: rains commenced as foon as the troops were embarked, - and conti-

nued this and the fuccceding day. At the noon of the 11th
they landed in an unfréfjuented part covered with wood to drefs
wtheir meal and clean their arms; in the enfuing night, one of the
large boats, in_which was Enfign Hunterman, with half the Eu--
ropeans and Topafles, the fealing ladders and petards, and feven of
the fmallet boats, loft the main channel of the river, and entered
into that which leads from it on the left toward Chilambarum,
and foon after ran aground on a bank of fand; where feeing no-
thing of the other beits, and uacertain whether they were before
or Lehind, or whetl~,; they might not likewife have ftruck
on fome fand Hunterman refolved to remain -where he was until -
day-lnght 3 before which, Captain Smith, with the reft of the boats,
was arrived at the rendegzvous, five miles from Dcv1 Cotah, and
- waiting for thofe with Huntcrman, which did not come up until

the evening. Thxs delay vered  the detachment.  DNiever-
thelefs Captiin Sirith marc_‘_' d acrofs the land,. and took poil on
the 14th, mt:mdm&im ¢.in the ‘!.nfumg night.. Two “broad

and deep channels dvf‘ﬁm Cﬂcroon pas along the north and fout}

! fides of the ﬁm*t the ground to the welt was at.this time 2 morafs 3
the caftern face ftanding on dxy fand, was the only part acceffible -
bt had a dry ditch-and glacis; both, however, flight. The boats
carrying the troops drtpt ‘Mh the north chiannel 0 the flrand,
where all landed.  The Europeans were to efedlade, the Sepoys to
fullain them, and no fire Was to be given by any on gny eaufe,
before the Europeans, had gained footing on the r rampart, The
- LA moon
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aeverthelefs: at the', foot of - the wall before they were difcovered

by t garrifon, who immcdiate]j thronged and fired 5 which

the € - . rat'the creft of the glacis,‘ who fhared part’ of ity returned
it. much hin ¥ and confufion, and then ran away ; on which Cap-

tain Smith fecing no farther probability of fuccefs, 'b{rdcted the Eu- =
y ; ‘ a % - A e A 1 ol
ropeans to retreat likewife. “Thirty of them had cpntinued in the’

boats, unable to move with fivelled legs, aéqﬁi}‘d&fl}y fetting 6o
“hours up to their knees in water ; and nine, who were foreigners,
had deferted. “The next day he received initelligence of the repulfe
“of the Englith troops at Vindiwafh, fignified “with appreliénfions
of evil confequences from the ill fuccefs 5 and this news, with the
mifchances of his party, and the preparation of the garrifon rendered
farther perfeverance imprudent. In the morning the difabled men

were fent off to Atchaveram, and the reft followed in the afternonn.
“The fwelling of the rivers had prevented Horne’s,detachment from ad- -
" rvaneing beyond Tanjore; and if they had, the news =€ the repulie
~ at Vandiwath, would equally have prevernted the attempt on Chi-

Tambarum ; and they were ordered to “>turn to Tritchiiopoly.
Captain Smith followed, with his ow. detachment, and all the
ftores, through the country alofig the fouth bank of the Coleroon, and
attived on the 24th. “‘The finall boats weré bunt for walit of hands.

te carry them back; but the two larger weré left to be ‘towed up, a5

{oon as the frefhes were paffed. \ )

. 11 the reventues colleted by the French government, even Men‘
tueir pofleffions were moft extended, had never fufficed for the cx-
pences of the field, Much grotnd had lately been recovered by the

* Englifh ; whofe reinforcenmetits, and their late, although unfuceefsful,

attack on Vandiwafh alarmed ghe country on the fouth of thie Paliar ;
in which many of the villagers were quitting their fields, xyhich
gave the. tenters fpecious pretexts o requir abatements on their
teafes frori the adminiftration of Pondicherry. No money, and many
debts rémained in the treafury there ; and the late revolt demonitrated
ghat the troops could not be trufted for the titne to come any
Jonger than théy fhould be £idly paid. "The only part of the pro-

Lzz 2 . <= vinee,

+hoon was rifed, and the EufopeanS with the Tladders were

‘.
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vince, whether under the French, the Englith, ot the Nabob’s.au-
thority, which had lately remained exempt from ravage; ~cont1;tb;u="*~
tions, or miilitary operations, was the country from Outatop™ o 2
fouthern diftriés of Tritchinopoly, including the rich ©  fertile
ifland of Seringham ; where the'app.roaching harveri. or Decen.t or,
which is by far the greateﬁ: of the year, promifed 1n this, a more
abundant crop than ufual. The government’s thare was valued at
600,000 rupees, and would be. received in February. From thefe
~ confiderations Mr. Lally refolved " to take poffeflion of thefe coun-
tries, with a force fufficient to keep the gartifon of ‘Tritchinopoly
within their walls. But as this could not be effeGed, without ex-
pofing the ftations and country near the Paliar to rifque, by the fub?
ftraftion of fuch a number of troops as would be lent away to, the
fouthward, he meant to ftation 8o men near Arcot, who were to move
to the relief of any place that might be attacked 5 and, with this af-
{iftance in profpet, he fuppofed that the garrifons. he fhould leave in
the forts, although very flender, would defend themfelves to extre-
mity, ar. protrack the fuccefles of the Englith force, until his ob-
je&k to the fouthward ‘was accomplifhed. Mr. Deleyrit, and' the
Coundil of Pondicherry, shjeted to the feparation of the army, as
fraught with the moft dangerous confequences. Mr. Lally imputed
their repugnance to the intention he had declared of farming out the
colletions under his own infpetion, by which they would be de-
prived, as he fuppofed, of their ufual perquifites ; and they attributed
his propenfity to the expedition to the {ame {pirit of peculation
T'o confirm the appearance of maintaining thePaliar, a detachmenu £
gomen of Lally’s regiment attacked three companies of Sepoys, pofted
in a village called Checkrimalore, fituated on the fouth bank of the
river, in a bue oppofite to Conjeveram 3 but the Sepoys ftood firm,
killed five, and took three men, with an officer mortally wounded.
Two companies were likewife pofted at Salawauk, between Outra~.
malore and Chinglapett, of which Licutenant Fletcher drew off one
to ftrengthen the efcort proceeding with the laft exchange of French
prifoners to Sadrafé; on which the French guard at Outramalore
drove away the other company remaining at Salawauk ; but a fow
days

SRS
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tise, partiesand detachments were continually moving, to accom-
A difpofitions Mr. Lally had arranged. . The troops allotted
for the . ‘ern expedition were oo Europeans, of which 100 were
coruliys 1000 Jcpoys, 200 black horfe, and ten pieces of cannon,
~ under the comuoand  of Mr. Crillon ; their rendezvous was at
. Thiagar, to which they reforted from different parts by various
routes, and were all afembled there on the eleventh of November.
Neither the prefidency of Madrafs, nor Captain . Smith at Trit-
chinopoly, obtained any certain account of their force or inten-
tions. ‘The Nabob’s horfe, with the 500 Sepoys, which had been
fent to Verdachelum, and had done no little mifchief during
their excurfion, had returned to Utatoor on the rath, and were halt-
ing there on the 15th, when they difcovered an advanced party of
the enemy, which they fuppofed the whole, and immediately fe-
treated to Pitchandah; a few hours after, the enemy came up to
Samijaveram, and the next day, their horfe advanced, and reconnoitered
the banks of the Coleroon, and then fell back and took puvie vith the
reft in the village and pagoda of .Munfurpet. ‘The whole force
was 35 Europeans, 100 Coffrees, 500 Sepcvi, two guns, and fome
black horfe, commanded by a partizan and .wo {ubalterns ; of which
Jofeph Smith obtained right intelligence ; and early the next morn-
ing f{ent out 10 companies of*Sepoys, 120 Europeans and topafles, fix
field -pieces, and 400 of the Nabob’s horfe, under the command of his
fecend Richard Smith, ‘and from the intimacy between them he

act mpanied the detachment as avolunteer. They crofled the Cavert

and  Coleroon oppofite to the city. The village of MunfUrpet
\ad rice-fields in front, through which the road onwards to the Co-
feroon was a caufeway raifed above them ; {o that the enemy had fio at-

tack to fear on this fide, and their retreat ‘was open to Samiaveram

and Utatore. ‘The banks of the Colercon are fieep and higiy and
the water at this time was {o low as to run only in {mall channels,
Jeaving large beds of fand, and a fhore of it, under the banks. Three
companies of Sepoys were fent up the bank with the colours of all

the .

Lieutenant Fletcher recovered -this-poft, At the {ame -

G
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NRemgl the compa‘incs, W Whith thcy difbia}'ed at proper dxf’mnccé to ICfLmHe,
m whilft the main body of the detac'hment fled' uufeen uhdsr the -
= { baxlk two miles on o the 1eft, when'crmmng the flver ey, Con-
tinued their march ‘in’ the bed of a. water-cotite then'd’ A4k Ted

to the north, 'md brought them on two miles, {tllur dlfLOVﬁlC‘d Uiitii

thcy were 11 1 lme with Munfur pet, when the wiater-courfe tuirn- -

m;a mothc;r way' the troops came out of it ; and as they were afcend-

mg a rifing ground. juft before them, within a mile and 2 half of
Munfurpct, were for the firlt tine perceived by the enemy there;

whofe confufion was much lefs than rmght have beéen cxpeéted from

the furprize. They got, although in hurry, theirline into order,

“and began to retreat faft in order to gain Samiaveram. ‘The Nabob’s

sHorfe were detached to harrafs and impede their front, and by hard

dmvmg four of the ficld- pieces were brought near enotigh to fire upon
 gheir lIme of march, when they very imprudently uilimbéred their
L ' guns to return this fire. Neverthelefs the purfuit lafted four miles,
e when thq‘ haltcd in a vill: e, to ftand the brunt ; but were foon

beat from their | guns, and the whole btoke, and every man begged

quarter. One officer; 15 Europcans, and 30 Coffrees, were made
srifoners; moft of the re.* s uf thefe troops were Llllcc}du1111g the purfuit

- andfight. Someof theSepoyswerucutdmvn inthebeginningof the rout

by the Nabob’s horfe, who were nmnadlately ordered to fpare all who

‘flung down their arms. The two guns, twn tumbrils, a great qu'n’ ttty

of ammunition, all the baggage, and an elephant, were taken. C C: sjtaxn

w g&mrd Smth canverﬁng ww}h one of the prlfbners, obﬁim =
ﬁé&mmvfmm mlﬂ Of the W th Mi. Crillon, a d to his great

er I,évemng at Utatore, and ad-

&-\ a0y 4
R ya.nce Qu fd%q, m@tﬁw*f a the fervice of the d1y had bec:u
no time was to be Toft. The whole ﬂct'xchment with their pri-
{oners and {poils, teturned that mght to the bank of the Coleroor,
and ﬂ@gt om their 'p:ms, and early the next morning began 'to u'ofs |
the mver, ‘in which 2 {udden ﬁ-eﬂl was commg down, which obhgccf
the latter part of the defachment to pafs in boats, and the laft boat
“in which was oné of the guns, was driven oh a fand, from whéside
it took four hours to releafe it, and four men were drowned in the

attcmpt 3
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sfémpt ; and by this time the foremoft of Crillon’stroops appeared on
the hank of the river. The ﬂood kept them there until the zoth, when
they, .~rnfled into the Ifland of Seringham, and encamped oppofite.
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to.the welt xace of the pagoda, in which Captain J. Smith had ftationed :

300, Sepays, e colleries armed with their long lances, and two -

field-pieces, witlEuropean gunners. ‘The outward wall of the pa-
goda, being 4o feet high, can neither be defended nor efcaladed ; and,

:f battered down, which would be tedious, the ruins would be dif- -

ficult to pafs. The great gateway is within, 40 fect higR,,-go broad,
and 4o through:to the infide of the pagoda. As it is impoffible. to
weild gates of fuch a furface, a wall zo feet high had been raifed

acrofs. the middle of the paflage, andin the wall was left an opening, - -

in which likewife no gate had been ere@ed. A trench was thereforé

b‘dugaérofs the paflagein front, and a parapet was raifed behind the open- -

'N ing for the ficld-pieces. At day-break on the 21ft, the Erench advanced

their heavieft cannon, which foon beat down the partitiori-wall, and*

difabled the field-picces on the parapet. They then ran to the affqult,
and ftormed their way inj not withotit much refiftapic - “nm the
Sepoys, but very little from the colleries. - lrritated by their lofs,
they refufed  quarter for fome time after all refiftarce had ceafed.

They then turned out whom they had f;‘a're_d, when the mu{kﬁt&‘

fired upon them as they were going gway, and fome of the Turopéan

horfe rode after and cut down others : but neither with the permifs -

fion | of their officers. The garrifon of Tritc’hiﬁo’poly beheld this |

wartcn eruclty from the walls ; but could give no relief,  Few of v

the 'Sépoys regained the city, and one of the fhree companies was.
intirely loft. = Jofeph Smith reproached Crillon feverely for s
»atbarity. ' ; i ,

The prefidency, as foon as certified of the deftination of this part
of the French army, refolved that the shole of their own fhould im-
mediately fake the field. The choice of operaticns was left to,Colanel
Coote, who or. the 21{t of November came from IMadreals to Conjeves
ram, ‘wherc‘ the largeft divifion of the treops were iu,can‘tonux_em'.
Having taken the compmand, he immediately affembled a counail of
war, in which it was agteed, thit the feparated and diftant liituaf

' . H1on
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tions of the enemy’s troops, left a fair opportunity to reduce the fort

of Vandiwafh, which it was determined to try, The troops whiclr

had landed with Colonel Coote, jomed the camp at Conjereram G -

the 23d; from whence Captain Prefton was fent off the fame day

1.

with his own company of infantry and of the pioarers, to remain.

.at Chinglapett, in readinefs to advance with thm when called for

to Vandiwafh, bringing likewife two eighteen-pounders and a howitz.
The next evening Major Brereton proceeded with a ftrong detachment
to attack T'rivatore; and on the 25th Colonel Coote with the main
body advanced towards Arcot, where all the enemy’s trool%s' in the

‘ field were encamped. Thefe difpofitions were meant to perplex their

guefs of what blow was intended; they had moft reafon to expe& -

againft Arcot, ‘but neverthelefs concluded Vandiwath.

A party fent forward by Major Brereton invefted Trivatore at nine
at night, but kept their guards fo negligently,  that the garrifon,
which were only a company of Sepoys, efcaped through them be-
fore morning. Major Brereton, leaving two companies of Sepoys in
Trivatore, marched cn with his divifion, and arrivéd the next day,
which was ‘the 26th, at Vandi)wafh. Early the next morning they

_affaulted the pettah and carried it, after a {light refiftance from fome

Sepoys, but without any i:fs.

Colonel Coote arrived the fame morning with his divifion at Arcot,
where he faw nothing of the enemy’s troops on the ground of their
encampment near the town. They had fent a detachment on the right
of the 24th, precéding the morning thatColonelCoote began his macch,

" which attacked the Englith poft at Checkrimalore, where the three

companies of Sepoys had juflt been reinforced, without the enemy’s’

knowlédge, with 50 Europeans from Conjeveram. Theirdetachmentat
tacked before day-break of the 25th, and were repulfed, with the lofs
of 20 Eunropeans, and their commanding officer, and retreated imme-
diately to Chittapet ; to which, as appointed the general rendez-
vous, the reft of the'troops invthe field at Arcot were on thejr M
in the evening of the 26th, whilft Colonel Coote’s divifion was ap-
proaching the ground they were quitting. In the evening of the

~ ayth, fome hours after his arrival at Arcoty  Colonel Coote received

4 an
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yexprels from Major Brereton of his fuccefs on the pettah of Van-
_diwath ; and immediately made a forced march towards him. The next
day:, he left Major Monfon ta bring on the line, and proceeding with
the cavalry, arrived before noon at Vandiwath ; where Brereton had
almoft completed a battery for the two eighteen-pounders which
‘accompanied hia divifion. It was ereted in the weftern pettah,
againﬁ the tower and cavalier in the s. w. angle of the fort. In
the night, another battery was begun near the N. w. angle of the
fouthern pettah, dire@tly oppofite to the fame tower; and both
were compleated before the morning; but as the two eighteen-
pounders expected from Chinglapett were not arrived, two twelve-
- pounders brought up from the line were mounted in their ftead. Hi-
“therto the enemy had fired day and night from the walls, and only
{lightly wounded ope man. The fire of the batteries opened with
the day, which was the 29th, and the tower attacked was filenced,
and a pra&icable breach made in it, before noon : when Colonel Coots
fummoned the French officer, who anfwered, that he thould obey
the orders he had received, to defend the fort to extronity.  The
Datteries then continued to difmantle other parts of the defences ; and

17 L
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in the evening Major Monfon came up, with the main body of -

s aray. . o, "

In the morning, the Kellidar fent {yme of his officers and for-
Pt o Rigalate for his own fecurity in the event. Colonel Coote
ple Iged him{elf to continue him in the fort, and in the rent of the
difti s, asa dependent of the Company, if he would, with his own
troops, feize, and deliver up thofe he had admitted belonging to the
French ; but infifted on a pofitive anfwer by two in the afternoon ;
at which hour no anfwer came 3 but a little after, the French foldiets
“appeared on the walls, and called out, that they would deliver up the
fort. Colonel Coote chanced to be at the battery, and immediately

ordered a company of Sepoys to advance, and take pofieffion of the .

gateway ; who when they came there, were to'd that the key was
with the Kellidar. This baulk might have preduced untoward cons
fequences, if Colonel Coote, at the fame time that he {ent the Sepoys
to the gate, had not alvanced himfelf with another company-to the

Vor. IL T4 A ' breach,
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breach, which they entered without oppofition ; and being immedi-

N""‘"” ately followed by fome of the officers with the picquet, no refiftance-
ovember, k * ol

was attempted in any part of the fort. The troops beleuging <o
the French were five fubaltern officers, 63 private Europeans, and -
100 Sepoys ; the Kellidar’s, 500 horfemen and foot: In this fuccefs,
not a man of the Englifh troops was killed, as:d only five weig
wounded. ‘The Englifh forces had thrice before been againft this
place, and in the laft were repulfed, as we have lately teen, with as
‘much lofs as they had fuffered in any action in thefe wars. The
Kellidar had figned the treaty, juft as the troops entered ; but his
importance in the province, his relation to the family of Chunda-
faib, his long connexion with the French government, and his in-
veterate enmity to the Nabob Mahomedally, weighed unjuftly more
than the refpe& due to a contral of which he was fulfilling his 5
part. He was brought to Madrafs, behaved haughtily, and would
give no account of his treafures, which he had fent away to Coilas
Guddy, a fort on one of the higheft hills near Velore, in which
refided.+'.c widow of Subderally Cawn, ‘The Nabob faid, that the
making him prifoner was of more importance than the redu&ion of
the fort, but offcred to releafe him for ten lacks of rupees.

"The French troops in th- field had made no motion from Chittapet
to interrupt the attack ; and, as their inagtion rendered it unneceffary
to march agamft them, Colonel Coote refolved to attack Carangply,
before they were reinforced fufficiently to rifque an engagem:nt.
Carangoly is fituated 35 miles w.s. w. from Vandiwath, 12 to the
fouth a little wefterly fiém Chinglapett, and 18 from Sadrafs and
the fea. The fort is large, having feur not very unequal fides, of
which the circumference is 1500 yards. It is built of ftonie, und
has, before the main wall and the towers, a parapeted faufebray, and
a wet ditch. The four fides nearly face to the cardinal points of the
compafss a pettah, feparated from the fort by an efplanade, - and
extending in a curve, intirely enveloped the north, and part of the weft
and eaft faces of the fort. As the weakeft part, becaufe neareft to the
oppofite pettah, the French had thrown up a glacis before the north
front, but had not completed it befire the tower in the . E. angle.
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P The army, by detachments, entered the pettah, on the 4th of

" December, and were expofed to {fome fire from the fort, which killed
: a grenadier.’ The attack-was confined to the north front, which,
* befides the two round towers in the angles, had the ufual voluminous
* defences of a gateway, and a {quare tower on each hand of it ;.an all

b a50-
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™ 2 projettions. On the 6th the army had finifhed, and beganto-fire

froin, a battery of two eighteen-pounders, oppofite the {quare tower
next the round one in the angle on the left of this front.  One of
‘the guns fired to breach in the angle of the curtain on the left of
the fquare tower, and the other to take off the flanking fire of the

';rorn.d: but the fire of the fort was much fuperiot ; for befides

feverar old gras long belonging to the fort, the French had nine .

excellent pieces well mounted, which they brought to this face; and
embrafures not only in the gate-way, but in the two towers on the
right of it, commanded the battery ; to oppofe which another battery
for two guns was raifed on the left of the firft, which opened on
the 7th in the morning, and the eight-inch howitz was planted in
the N. w. part of the pettah, which firing dead fhells in reccchet
infiladed in its whole length the rampart of the front attacked. , at
noon of this day the breach appeared practicable, and Colonel Coote
fummened the commandant, Colonel O Kenelly, an Irithman, and
an officer of reputation in Lally’s regiment, fignifying that, if he
perfifted, the garrifon would be expofed to the fame treatment as had
been inflited on the troops taken by aflault at Seringham. OKe-
nelly anfiwered, that, as the letter was not dire&ted in Fremch, he

had not opened it ; and as foon as the trumpet who brought it had

reached the pettah, recommenced th. [ie. It continued hotly on
the 8th and gth ; when Colone! Loote advanced a zig-zag from the
breaching battery, - On the soth in the morning, there only re-
mained fhot for two hours ; and more had been fent for from Ching-
lapett 3 but before the batteries ceafed, a flag of truce, little expeded,
appeared on the walls. ‘Time was at this time/of more importance
than any thing but the difgrace of a repulfe, and Coote granted al-
moft all that was afked, The gairifon, which confifted of 100 Euro-
peans, including officers, marched out with their arms, two taunds

‘ 4 A 2 4 man,
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a man, fix days provifions, coloursflying, and drums bemng
Sepoys’ were difarmed, but likewife fet free. " Four of the nine guns
belonging to the French had been difmouated, two Europeans were
killed, and five dangeroufly wounded. ‘The Sepoys had fuffered
more. The lofs of the Englith troops was lieutenant Campbell of
the artillery ; a grenadier, a Sepoy, and a Topafs mortally woun~ .
On' the 12th, the army encamped again' at' Vandiwafh ; where
they were joined the fame day by Captain More, with his detack-
ment from the northward.. Thefe tréops had advanced, accom-
panied by thofe at T'ripetti as far as Nelore, and were Joined on the
road 'by'the party of Europeans ftationed there with licur nang
_Elliot 5'but the' ttoops of Nazeabullah although ...d , nad’ net
ftirred a' flep from the walls; he neverthelefs pretended that the
dread of his preparations had been the principal caufe’ of Baffaulut
Jung’s retreat out of the Carnatic.  All alarms having ceafed in' this
part of the country, Captain More fent back Elliot’soparty  to
Nelore, and thofe which had come from Tripetti, and returned
w.n his own divifion 'by the way of Tripaffore to Conjeveram.
Colonel Coote, when marching againfk Vandiwath, had ordered
Captain Wood, if to be done with fafety, to advance from: Covre-
pzvuk and take poft in the city of Arcot, in order to prevent the
French garrifon in the fort there from collcéhng provifions.  'Wigod
arrived in the town on'the'28th, with 300 Sepoys, 5o Europeans,
- and 50" black horfe, who, without the leaft oppdfition, took pof:
feflion ‘of the Nahob's palace’ and the adjacent  fireets, “although
not half a mile from +he fort ; where they obliged the French renter
and the principal inhabitan s » re&c&m the reft of their property,
by furnifhing at the market-price'a "arge quantity of rice, of wi.irh
. the fearcity was encreafing every da~ by a general failure of the
- harveft in this pant of the country. = Captain More’s detachment
wis ordered to join Captain Wood’s on their return, and both ¢
make préparations fr the attack of the fort of Arcot, againft whicly
Colonel Coote inténded to march as foon as he had reduced Caran=
goly. They had collected fafeines and other materials, and had even

begun to conflrud one of the batteries, when they were obliged to
defift,,
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O
efift, and retire, on the gth, by the approach: of Mr:, Bufly: re- ‘ 1759.
turning from ‘the northward with a much' larger force than had
accompanied him out of the province. ; ‘
After fifteen ddys march, and three of halt, Mr. Bufly, with his,
detachment, arrived on the 1oth-of November at Baffaulut Jung’s
w5, which was lying on a plain, fix miles from the, city of Cu-~
dapah.  The diftance from Arcot in the direft lineuis 110 miles,
nearly north ; but 300 by the road, which winds more than two
thirds of the way along ‘the valleys of rocky mountains. The
French detachment with Baflaulut Jung, the Eutopeans  as well  as
“the Szpoys, were, for want of money, in want even of food; and to-
maintaii th..., their officers had fold every thing of their own, but:
their cloaths ; from fimilar diftreffes, although not fo fevere, the
troops of Baffaulut Jung were ready to revolt. - His propofals to Mr..
" Bufly were, ¢ that the Frenich fhould regard him as the abfolute
«s. mafter of the province of Arcet, {hould furrender to his authority
< alj the countties of which they were in poffeffion, whether in this.
« province orin the dependencies of Tritchinopoly, and he wodld
& account with them for ohe-third of the produce ; but what{oevcr-
¢ mght: hereafter be conquered, thould become entirely his own,: free-
¢ of this dedu&ion. All affairs'and. tributes were to be regulated by
« theDuan he fhould appoint. The French were to {wear they would:
« affift him ag:'s.inﬁ- Nizamally, if he fhould enter.the Carnatic;
¢ with whom they fhould make no treaty without the participation
¢ of Baffaulut Jung; and, after they had conquered or made™ peace
« with the Englifh, fhould furnith him with a.body of troops, te
¢ ake war on Nizamally. After tV.c reace, he was te-be put in.
s £ii poffeffion of the whole Carnatic, and its. dependencies, ac-
s cording to the ancient ufagss; when the French were no.longer
% to be entitled to  any part of the. revenues.  He: might return- 4 5N
s ints the Decan, whenfoever he pleafed ; and; during has abfence-
« from his capital of Adoni, thg French were #o furnifh:a detach--
¢ mentof goo Europeans, and 2000 Sepoys, with artillery, ammus.
. pition, and ftores, to garrifon this place ; and the expence of this:
w.body of troops might be deducted out of his fhase of the revenues..
‘ ¥ “ of
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_¢¢ of the Carnatic. As his troops were unpaid, and fince the difafter

«¢ of Nazitjing were afraid of, ferving .in- the Carnatic, Mr. Buffy
¢ thould immediately lend him four lacks-of rupees to be diftributed
<¢ amongft them as the only means of engaging them to march. If
< this agreement fhould not take effeft after his arrival at Arcot, he
“and his army fhould be reconduéted, out of the province h
¢ friendfhip and good faith.”  'The, tenor of thefe terms bore the
ftrongeft marks of Sampetrow’s advice : Ms. Bufly anfwered them
by, other propefals, which left the iffue. of every one made by
Baflauylut Jung uncertain, and liable to future difcuflions and .21~
rangements. The perfonal conferences only widened the diffezence; -

. by difcovering more clearly .to each the views of tha ntlier; but

Baflaulut Jung took no perfonal difguft to Mr. Buffy, and at his
folicitation iflued patents fubjecting, at.leaft in words, the whole
province of Arcot ta the government of Mr. Lally, and enjoining
all the chiefs and feudatories to pay him the ufual tributes and

" obeifange. In the fame plain where Baflaulut Jung and Bufly were

encamped, were likewife lying two other . confiderable bodies of
roops,, the one a detachment of 3ooo Morattoes appointed to guard
that part of the territory of Cudapah, which had been ceded the
year before the laft to the Morattoe jurifdiction ; the other was a
body of 2500 Pitan horfe, belonging to the Nabob of Cudapah.
M. Bufly, by former intercourfes, knew the officers of both. The
Pitans lent him money, which enabled him to inlift 100 of their
horfe, the fame number of Baffaulut Jung’s, and 200 of the Mo~
rattoes ; and to fupplv the immediate wants of the French troops at-
tending Baflaulut Jung, aiu his own detachment, which he now
joined into- one body under his oven command. This wholc #rce
colledted, confifted of 350 European infantry, 100 European horfe,
2500 Sepoys, of which §00 were Arabs or Abyffinians, 800 black
horfe, and 10 pieces of cannon ; with which he marched away on
the 16th of Novembet, five days after his arrival, returning by the
fame way he had come.  On the 1oth of December, he arrived at
Arcot, from whence his approach had obliged Captain Moore and

Wood to return with their detachments to Covrepauk, and from
hence
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~hefic Captam Moore proceeded with his to the army at Cara,ngoly,

to whn,h it added 180 Europeans, 1200 Sepoys, and 160 black horfe.
The Europeans replaced the number which were left in garnfon at
Vandiwath and Carangoly, and the Sepoys were more.

The lofs of thefe places was the fevereft reproach of the error
whi h Mr. Lally had committed in-detaching fo greata part of
his torce to the fouthward's of which he himfelf was fo {enfible,
that he juftified it only by the diftrefs to which he was reduced for
money to {fupply the immediate pay and {ubfiftance of the army. He
now fent expreﬁés to recall them all, excepting 300 Europeans, which
‘were to be left in the pagoda of Seringham. The main body of the
French woeps =o.nained waiting their arrival at Chittapet. . M. Buﬁ'y
- left his force about the town of Arcot, and went himfelf to Pondi-
cherry. ‘The horfe he brought fpread themfelves, and committed
- eyery kind of ravage and deftrution as far as Conjeveram, between
the Paliar and the mountains. ‘A body of Morattoes bélonging to
Morarirow had been for fome time at the pafs of Cudapanatam, w. of
Velore ; they were commanded by Tnnis Khan, whom we have feél
ferving in the former wars of TrxtchmoPoly Both Madrafs ari

Pondicherry had agents in their eamp, treating for their fervice. “The

Englith, Morarirow knew, had moft mioney 5 and pretending, that

he had incurred great charges in preparing a body of troops at their *

1759¢
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requifition, to march to their affiftance before the fiege of Madrafs,

for which he had not been paid, the terms he now demanded were

peremptory, and the rates high. They endeavoured to brgain
lower ; and he, asthe fhorteft means, in his~=n _politics, to make

them conclude immediately, accepted »%,0¢0 rupees from the French

'agent° and fent a thoufand of hix horfe through the hills, who did

not join their eamp, but in two days were on the Englith ground
between Arcot and Cenjeveram.

Colonel Coote, with the army, marched from Vandiwath on
the 1gth, and encamped the next cvening at Papantanguel a
town fix miles forward in the road from Trivatore to'Arcot; in
which fituation, half a day’s tarch enabled him to interfedt
the enemy’s troops meving to join each other, whether from Arcot,
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or from Chittapet; but none appeared; for few of the returning
troops from:-Seringham, and none they expected from Pondicherry,
‘xwere as yet come ups; and the divifion” femaining at Arcot was
too weak to venture, before the others were advanced near exiough,
to enfure the junéion. On the 16th, the army marched, and
encamped at Muleawady, fix- miles nearer Arcot, but ftill tc e
fouth of the Paliar. By 'this time, the horfe brought by Mr.
Buffy, and the Morattoes let loofe by Morarirow, were committing
every kind of ravage and defolation 4n the country to the north
of this river, and as far as within 20 miles of Madrafs. "Thoufands
of cattle werc fwept off in as many days, which they fid~t
the fitft purchafer, at feven or eight for a rupee, “exd—<en made-
them again the booty of the next excurfion. With this experience,
the inhabitants would no longer redecem them ; after which, ne fub-
‘miflions exempted themfelves from the {word, and all abandoned the
villages and open country, to feck fheltes in the woods, forts, and
hills neareft their reach. Not a man ventured himfelf or his bul-
T3¢k with a bag of rice to the eamp ; which, for three days, were
1:tally deprived of this ftaple food.. Exceflive rains fell during the
17th and all the next day, which the tents could not refift; and-
from the neceffity of affording the troops fome repofe, Colonel Coote
marched from Muleawady on the 19th, and put the whole army
into cantonments in the fort of Covrepauk, and the villages ,'adjé-
cent. The next day, he went to Madrafs, to confer with the Pre-
fidency on the meafures neceffary to be taken againii the force
which had been fefwwn recover the countries of Seringham and
Tritchinepoly : for intellijents had not yet been acquired, that the
greateft part of them were recalledi~ : e

The reduion of Vandiwath, notwithftanding the ofs of Sering-
ham, revived the -reputation of the Englifh arms in the fouthery
countries. The king of Tanjore fent horfe and foot, and Top ;.
man ‘and the two Moravers their colleries, to the Nabob at Titchi.
nopoly. M. Lally’s orders, recalling the troops, were immediately
*  obeyed, ' On the gth, 600 European foot, and 100 horfe, left the pa-
goda, and recrofied the Coleroon.  As feon as they were gone, Capt,

! JotfepL
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much as the ftrength o, his garrifon allowed, and detached 500 Se-
poys, and as many Colleiics, to inveft Cortalum, a mud fort on the
" {outhern bank' of the Caveri, 15 miles w. of Tritchinopoly, whiclh
were followed the next day by 300 more Sépeys, two field-piéces,
twet-cohorns, and 5o Europeans, under the command of Enfign
Morgan. The fort, in which were fome Sepoys, capitilated as foon
as the' cannon appeared. Enfign Morgan then fent half his detach«
ment to attack Totcum, another fort like, and almoft oppofite to
Cortalum, in'which were 10 Europeans, and 260 Sepoys, who de-
f@ndud themfelves until Morgan' came up with the reft of his force,
when tnoyfeeiidered.  From Totcum, Morgan marched to Samia-
veram, it order to join another detachment from the city; when both
were to proceed againft Utatoor. Early on the 16th, Jofeph Smith
received intelligence, that a’ canvoy of ammunition, guarded by a few
Sepoys, were on the road from Utatoot! to Seringhams and at thé
fame time, a party of 46 Europeans, and 100 Sepoys fent from
Setingham' to join and affure the arrival of this convey, were par-
ceived crofling the Coleroon ; on which he detached 40 Europeans,
400 Sepoys, 230 of the Nabob’s horfe, and {ome Colleries, atrofs
both rivers, under the command of Enfign Bridger, with orders

to proceed to Safiaveram, whete he was to be joined by Morgan’s"
party fromTotcuim;, and both united, were to take poft at Samiaveram

in order™o intercept the return of the enemy’s detachment, = At the
fame time, Captain Richard ‘Smith marched out of the' city with
. 160 Europeans, 300 Sepoys, and three guns, and took poft on the
fouthern bank of the' Caveri oppofi*: * v the Pagoda of Sering-
har , where he foon after knew, by a fignal from the rock
of Tritchinopoly, that 100 more Europeans had marched ‘from
the pagoda, and were pafling the Coleroon ; on which, asthad been
concerted, he crofled the Caveri, and kept up the hatteft fire he
could againft the gate of the pagoda, which was returned from
various fcaﬂbldings within, and Captain Smith was wounded ;
but {till perﬁﬂing, the enemy, as had been forefeen, recalled their
detachment. Soon after Enfign Bridger’s fignals gave token that

Vor. 1L 4 B he
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he was in pofleffion of the pagodas at Samiaveram ;, but that Enfign
Movgan’s party was, not yet come up. The next morning, the
French detachment which firft marched rcom Seringham, returned
with. the convoy from Utatoor, and advanced beldly to the upper pa~
goda ofi Samiaveram ; near which, enfign Bridger was prepared to

S1

oppofe them. On the firft ﬁrmg, moft of the coolies threw drwn.
their burthens of ammunition, and ran aways on which the-

troops, with the reft, took poft in the lefler.pagoda, and, fhutting
the gates, prepared for defence. = But in lefs than an_ hour, enfign
Morgan, with the ' whole of his force from Totcum, appeared,
and the enemy furrendered. They were a captain, a- licutenant;

and 38 grenadier's. Of Bridger’s detachment, feveral Senavs, with a-
Setjeant of one of the compamcs, and three Europeans, were killed. .

Thefe operations were of confequence ;- for this being the feafon of

harveft, and the corn ready to reap, the renters, asufual, yielded

the government’s fhare, which amounted to 100,000 rupees, . to the
ftronger force.  The intelligence of thefe fuccefles had not reached
Madrafs, when Colonel Coote arrived there from the camp, but ad-

© 1CeS Were received that the greateft part of the French force were
re;....nmg from thefouthward; neverthelefs, the prefidency were much
inclined to indulge the anxious and repeated requefts of the Nabob,
to reinforce, Tritchinopoly with 200 Europeans, in order to retake

Seringham. and. Utatoor, and. to recover the countries which had’

lately been loft, with {o. much detriment to his revenues ;. but.the
arguments, of Colonel Coote, confirmed by the recent sxample of
the fame error cn?uted by Mr.Lally, and its. confequences, evinced

the impropriety
{eemed that the F'ren:c were co&\ﬁétmg their whole force, in order

. to rifque - the fate of the Carpatic in a general battle. His reafons

revmled ;. and he returned on the 25th to Covrepauk, where, dug-

gifbing the army at this time, when it

ng his abfence, nothing had happened, but a fkirmith between the.
blar.:k horfe of the army, which were encreafed to 790, and s

equal body of Morattoes, wiom. they beat off.  On the 24th, a
detachment of 40 black horfe, with fome Sepoys of the garrifon at
| . , Vandiwath,
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Zo Nandiwath, furprifed 'a party of ‘the ‘enemy’s Sepoys, ‘quartered in  175g¢
2 village- called Niconum, ‘15 miles to the' fouth, of swhom they Dm
killed twelve, and'difpei£d the reft. 96 3y 07 AP ik
. 'The ‘main body of the French army from Chittapett, encreafed
by ‘the ‘returning troops from Seringham, and shatfoever more
could be fpared from the garrifons to the fouth of the Paliar, had
advanced to Arcot, foon after the Englith filed off ta Covrepauk.
Thus their whole force, but ftronger than before, was once again‘af-
fembled ; -and they, encamped along the fouth fide.of . the river quite .
op to the fuburbs of the city. On the 26th, Colenel Coote' moved
tl‘r_)e:;f‘f.:ngliﬂl army to Chinefimundrum, a village fix miles from Co-
yrepduk, and five from Arcot, where the ground afforded a. very
advantageous encampment ; for a large tank extended in front, 2 mo-
tafs on each hand, and the only accefs in front and rear was by a '

- caufe-way. Onthe 29th, the Generals Lally and Bufly came with
a party of horfe to reconnoitre the camp, and a fkirmifh' paffed
between them and the out-pofts. The next day, the greateft pare
of their horfe appeared again, and, after feveral motions, made an
attack on a guard of Sepoys, pofted in a village called Trimetcherry
about a mile in front of  the camp, and cut down feveral of tliem
in the ftreet; but the reft kept their ground in the houfes, and
revenged the lofs by killing feveral ‘of the horfe, who, _fecing ‘other -
troops advancing, retired. On the 31ft, thr.ee companies of Sepoys
croffed the river, and, at three in the morning, entered, and: beat
up the caap of the Morattoes,. ‘which lay, on the right of \the
French’encampment.  All fled, as ufual when furprized ; ‘butof the
few {hot which were returned, one chanced fo'wound Enfign Mere-
dith, who commanded the party ; after which, the Sepoys could
hot be prevailed upon to purfue their {uccefs by deftroying the ani-
mals and baggage. Thus clofed the year 1750, ‘the third of this
dubious war, with the two armies in fight’of each other,but nej=
ther ready for immediate decifion 3 for the Englith were ?u’raid of
the fuperiotity of the ememy’s cavalry, and were waiting i ex=
pe&ation, not omly of drawing oft the body of the Morattoes,
which were with thefn, but likewife of being joingd by 200 miore

4 Ba 1 who
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. who were fiill remaining with Ianis Khar ‘on ‘the «other fide of
D“—e;;‘b;" the mountains. On ‘the other hand, Mr; L ally wwas likewife nego-
' ¢ tiating for the fame affiftance, and ftill miicrufted the attachment of
his European troops, although equal in number to the Englith;
and waited for an addition, by the return of what remained ‘of the
detachment which had been fent in April, under the conduét of Mr..

Moracin, to reinforce Mafulipatam.

Not venturing to land the troops, as Mafulipatam was taken, M.
Moracin failed away on the 18th of April, and in five days arrived
at Ganjam, which 1s fituated at the northern extremity of the Chi-
cacole province on the fea. The French 'had tong kept a trading-
- houfe here, and were connefted with Narraindeu, ‘the principal Ra-
jah inthis part of the province: the fort and wood of his refidence
1s called Moherry, and is fituated twelve miles from the fea=thore,
and thirty miles w.s.w. from Ganjam. Befides Moherry, he had
fix or feven other forts, which lie more inland, and farther to the
north. His' conftant force was 3000 men, befides which he occa-
fionally hired from thie other polygars. The Rajah Vizeramrauze,
«lring his adminiftration under Mr. Bufly in the province of Chi-
cacule, had by fome feverities provoked the hatred of Narraindeu ;
which devolved; after the death of Vizeramrauze, on his fucceflor,
Anunderamrauze, who, as we have feen, had invited and joined
the Englith, - whom mneverthelefs WNarraindeu had lefs reafon to
diflike than the French, under whofe authority the vexations he
refented from Vizeramrauze had .originated. Nevertheles Moracin
propofed, ¢ that their forces united thould march firft againft the
<« Englith fettlement of Vizagapatam, and then againft Viziana-

“ garum, the principal refidence of Anunderauze. If fuccefsful -
« thus far, they were to go on, until joined by the French army of
¢, obfervation, which was with Salabadjing, when Mafulipatam was.
¢ ftormed : probably Galabadjing would affift in retaking this place,
« and Narraindeu, in reward for his fervices, Was to be placed in all
« the advantages poflefled by Anunderauze.” Narraindey accepted
the terms, but with no intention of profecuting the expedition, any:

farther than the eontinuance of his own advantages,

Bue
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at the Frenchitroaps, having expected £6 land at: Mafulipatam,
were not provided withi equipments for long marches, which it re-
quired much, fime to ‘pi¢pare at Ganjam. . There were in the de-
tachment 43 Eaglith {oldiers, who had been taken prifoners, and had’
entered: into thf‘ French {fervice, on condition of being only em-
ployed on. this expedition. | Thirty of thefe men together made
their efcape foon after they landed, and, through many hardthips,
found their way to Cuttack in Orixa in the middle of May, where
they were relieved by .the :Eaglith: refident, Mr. Grey, who fent

1759
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them to Balafore, from whence they were conveyed to Calcutta. -

Sevea more arrived.at Cuttack in June, and afterwards came in fe-
veral ‘other deferters of other nations. It was the begummg of
July, before Mr. Moracin was ready to march ; by which time, he
- had expended all his ‘ready. money, and the fubfiftance of the de-
-tachment depended-on the fale of fome trumpery commedities, and:
the precarious faith. of Narraindeu; who, however, accompanied.
them with histreops. After three or four marches, they were dif-
treffed to extremity for provifions, which neither the'ariny of Nag=
raindeu, nor the inhabitants of his towns, would fupply. withow
money At Burrampoor, a town in the hills; fix miles before oA
arrive at Mogherry, -the French foldiers entered the houfes to get
viGuals; a fray enfued, and blood was fhedon both fides.. Narrain-
deu, with all his troops, immediately left them; and fummoned the
affiftance of the neighbouring chicfs. The French detachment,
having ne al‘ernative, marched back towards Ganjam, Narranﬁu,‘
and hisaiies, met them in the way, and ftood what they cal
battles but the European arms, as ufual, eafily difperfed ‘them
and the detachment. took poft in Munfureottah, a town. fituated elght

miles from. Ganjam, in- a country abounding mn flocks and grain,.

where they collected provifions, although: fwirrounded by the enemy
with whom they commenced a negaciation, of which, Narraindeu:
feerned: to be as defirous as themdelves. ' To conclude if, oneof the:
French officers, named Darveu, went to Narcaindeu in hi§ camp,
but accompanied by 40 Eurepeans, and the fame number of Se@qys.
On their returny they were attacked by the whole force they had %(x{

fived;,
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fited, and all the Europeans exceptmg three were killed : ' the Sepoys,
not being 'fo much the obje& of this treac}‘ery, fuffered lefs. - Mr.
Moracin” immediately  returned to Ganjam, and encamped within
and round the-French fa&ory,«vhxch is-on the river-fide; and-threw
ap works fufficient to proteét his detachment from attacks' through
the avenues of the town, which Narraindeu, and his allies, farrounded.
©Of the two fhips which brought the detachment, the Harlem had
been  difpatched to /Arracan’ for provifions, and the Briftol had
been driven afhore in a'hard gale of wind, before the troops marched
to Burrampore.  There was on the ftocks ‘on the river-fide a Jarge

. {now ; and in the river, feveral {fmaller veflels belonging'to the fac-

tory, dn which they intended to return-te Pondicheérry with the

- northiern monfoou, after .the-Englith {quadron fhould have quitted

the coaft.' ‘In the mean time, they continued for many days, fkir-
mithing with the troops of Narraindeu, who at length offered to treat,
which produced a ceflation of hoftilities, but no terms -of reconci-
fiation'; for the demands of the French were in proportion to the in-
juries they had received ; and Narraindeu only meant to fave the ex=
nences of the field, with fecurity that the French troops would not
smake-incurfions into his country, after hisown fhould have returned
«o their quarters.  This they promifed, and remamed quiet.

In the mean time letters from Narraindeu to Colonel Clive ar-
rived in Bengal, ercquﬁmg him to fend a body of Europeans, which,
joined by his own force, ‘might eafily take or deftroy the whole of
the Frénch detachment with: Moracin.  The report of thé  defer-
ters confirmed the feafibility of this project. But the dubiuo-ftate
of the Englith affairs; and the decreafe of their military force in Bengal
fearcely permitted any farther diminution of it: however, Colonel
Clive, with his ufual fpirit of enterprize, determined to try thcexpe-
Sixty Europeans, half of them artillery men, were em-
barked on the Hardwicke, which had 100 Eurepeans as her crew,
The thip failed out of the river on the 30th of September, and on the

4th of O&ober anchored 1n the road of Ganjamunder Dutch colours.

Two French officérs immediately came’ o board to enquire ‘riews,

and were detained prifoners, Captain S8amfon then went afhore un-
ider
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OF ;Paﬁ'port to Moracin, magnified the foree he had brought, faid:
more was coming, and bropofed that he thould furrender his.whole:
detachment to avoid uincueflary bloodfhed, But Moracit had ob-
tained jufter intelligence.. Samfon then landed meflengers which
got to Narraindeu, who being by this time certified that the French

detachment would foon go away of their own accord, had no farther -

motive or inclination to renew hoftilities againft them : but neverthe-

lefs promifed Sampfon that he would foon appear with “his armyy.

and ‘again inveft the town. A civil intercourfe of meflages conti=

anted between  them until the 2othy when Sampfon being convineced

that he inténded to do nothing, failed away for Bengal.

In the beginning of November, Mr. Moracin embarked from Gan- -
jamx with 40 Europeans in a {loop,. and on the v1th landed ar'Coca--

‘nara, which lies clofe to the {ea, on the right-hand-of a/{mall river, .

about 20 miles N. E. of the eaftern arm of the Godaveri.. On thisarm

are fituated the Englith and French faories of Ingeram and Yanam.
Of the prifoners taken at Mafulipatam, moft of thofe swho had been .

admitted to give their parole, haddeparted, and wererefiding at Yanam. .

waiting for embarkations to proceed to Pondicherry : and, ion this .
pretence, went to Moracin at Cocanara, and inforimed him fuuly -
of the ftate of affairs in this. part of the country. = The diftri@s from

the Godaveri to Cocanara, were under the government of Jugga-

pettyrauze, 'a nearselation of Anunderauze.. They had long been -

at enmity, and-when Anunderauze invited the Englifh, Jaggapetey
joined the F.ench, and with his tioops accompanied them at the
battle i Peddipore. ~ After the viGory Colonel Forde gr’antec\l

away his countries to Anunderauze, who hitherto, for want of the

affiftance lie expected from the Englifh, had not ‘ventured to employ
his own. force to get poffeflion. = Jaggapetty. neverthelefs expeét-
ing to be attacked by him, had kept the field on the weftern arm

of the Godaveri, and from his camp correfponded ‘with Mr. An- -

drews, the Euglith chief at Mafulipatam, to revoke the ceffion made

to his rival. » His fort of Samel Cotah' is only ten miles inland' from -

Cocanara.  Moracin {ent agents thither and to his camp, to propof®
an alliance, informing him of the force that was following  from

2 _ Ganjam,

-
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Ganjaim; ‘and promifing mote from Pondicherrys Jaggapetty nei-
ther concluded; not rejedted the propofal s but neither' be nor his
people at ‘Samel Cotah gave' even the ecinmon - affiftances of the
<country to the troops with Motacin's' who, for want of provifions,
cofimitted violences, were refifted; and moft of them were either
feized by the officers of the diftri, or took'd{ervice with them ;
which reduced Moracin to re-embark on the'floop with five or fix,
the femainder of his party ; they failed ont the rgth; and afew days
after arrived at Pondicherry. : ! ;

The troops remaining- at Ganjam were 256 eftimated Europeass,

|

- but of which half were Topafles, and 100 Sepoys. 'They embarked

under the command of the Chevalier Poete;, on' the' fnow and two
floops, rigged and manned with the ftores and crew of ‘the Briftol<
they arrived at Cocanara' on the 19th of December; and Pocte fent
afhore fifty Europeans, and the Sepoys, to try the inclinations”of
Jaggapettyrauze : immediately after ‘they landed, "a' hard"galéiof
wind drove the two floops afhore. '

“'He troops fent from Bengal with Colonel Forde had' received

“epeated orders from this Prefidency to return thithier from Mafuli-

patam ; but they were to march overland the whole way, in- ordér
to meet, and attack’ Moracin’s détactiment, who it was' fuppofed
would be, 'if not at Ganjam, fomewhere on the coaft.” The rains
would ‘not permit the Bengal troops to take the field” until the be-
ginning of November; before which, Colonel Forde had failed in
the middle of O&ober from Mafulipatam for Bengal, “vhete ke ar-
rived juft in time to render orle more very important frricetdihe..

‘dountry. ‘The command then devolved on Captain Fifcher, ‘and

virying refolutions detained the troops at Mafulipataim until the sth
of Deécember. ‘They were reduced from sso Eurepeans, and 1500

'Sepoys, to 300 of the one, and 8oo of the other: the Europedns,

by death and defettion, notwithﬁandi.ng they had recruited so' out
of'the prifoners; but the Scpoys, chiefly by the difiniffion of gos,
who had fiiled with Clive on the expedition to Bengal, and wwete
permitted to return from Mafulipatam to, their homes in the Gat-
fatic.

i



fea are feven or eight channels between the two principal arms;
and other {maller river: coming from the Colair lake, interfe&k the
land between the weftern arm of the Godaveri and Mafulipatam ;
“which render the march along the fea-fhore, although fhorter in
diftance, much more tedious than the inland road. The troops
therefore returned this way, which was the fame they had come,
excepting, that they paffed the bed of the Colair farther to the
‘weftward, where it becomes fooneft dry. At Rajahmyndrum they
. “heard, that the French detachment with the Chevalier Poete had
landed at fCocanara. ‘ "

Anupderauze, on the appearance of Moracin at Cocanara a month
before, had no doubt that he would be immediately joine&i by Jag-
gapettyrauze, and fent off a body of troops from Vizianagarum to
protect the diftricts of Rajahmundrum from their inroads.  On the
- approach of this force, Jaggapettyrauze returned with his, from the
- Godaveri to his fort of Samelcotah, and both were near each other,

when the French troops with Poete arnived on. the coalt, and the
Englith with Fifcher at Rajahmundrum. - The officers of Anunde-
rauze begged affiftance from Fifcher, who, advifing them to keep
the forces of Jaggapettyrauze at bay, proceeded with his comshand
as faft as fatigue and impediments permitted, towards Cocanara. ‘Fhe
diftri& for fome diftance.round this place is covered with coconut-
groves, for the fhelter of the weavers ; and the French troops were
lying in 2 village-at the fkirt of the groves two miles from the
Dutch furt, and the fea ; and, for what reafon 1s not found, Poete
had not yet landed any more to reinforce the firft detachmel\lt.
Jaggapettyrauze was encampeds five miles on their left, again
whom the forces of Anunderauze were advancing, but in a dif-
ferent line of march, at the fame time that the Englith troops were
approaching Cocanara, who, before they came ia 1ight of the French
detachment, faw the armies of the two Rajahs {kirmifhing on ‘their
right ; which-Fifcher deeming a proof that none of the French had
joined Jaggapettyrauze, fuppofed them intent only on preferving
their retreat to the fea, and fent forward Captain Yorke with the
VL. L 4 C grenadliers
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- grenadieis ‘and 500 ‘Sépoys to prevent  their  embarkation.” The
French itroops “had “gained no certain initelligence of* ‘the “force
with Fifcher, and waited on their ground until ‘they could diftin-
gui-fh't?'l;ree;nujmbéx" of Yorke’s divifion, who. when near fent off
the ‘Sepoys. to'gain their flank, and haftened upin froit with the
grenadiers as faft as they could march. The French only ‘remained’
o, give one fire, and then ran as faft as they could through the grove,
followed almoft at the fame pace, to guin the Dutch fadtory, into.
which th#vere 3dmitted. Yorke immediately furrounded the fac-
tory, which had very flight defences, -and Fifcher coming up in the
evening with the main body, invefted it more clofely, :nd perem-
ptorilys demanded the French troops, whom, after a very formal
prateft, ‘the Dutch agents delivered the next day, which was the
28th of December. Iu the enfuing night Poete failed with the reft
of his detachment 200 men, Europeans and ‘Topafles, all in'the
fhow. From Cocanara the Englifh troops marched on to Vizaga-
/ patam, where they arrived on the 16th of January s and a feydays.
after, all the Europeans embarked in two Englifh thips proceeding
to Bengal; but the Sepoys were left to purfue their route on fthore
by Ganjam and through the province of Orixa.. Thus nothing re-
maihed to fear in the company’s potleffions and acquifitions to' the
north of the Kriftna. . We fhall now defcribe the progrefs of their
‘ officer Mahorned Tfloof in thie countries towards Cape Comorin,
. " He arsived at Madura on the 4th of May, and had been abfent-ten :
months. The force lie left in the country, when called »way, was.
e émnpa-nies of Sepoys, fix in the fort of Madura, five in Paiiinies:
I, and three at Tinivelly. © Nothing mote could be expedted from .
cither of thefe bodics, than'to defend the ground. in fight of the
walls they garni'ﬁ»ne‘d. Accordingly all the diftri@ts of both provinced:
o the foreft of Nattam to the gates of T'ravancore, lay fubje® to
thir contribuitions, or expofed to their ravages. The declenfion of the -
elifh affaies, which beganwith the furrender of Fort 8t. David,/(on
whiehiMahomedIfidof wasrecalled)andeontinueduntil the Frenchivere,
abliged to raife the fiege of Madrafs, kept Maplhiiize Khan in continual
hopes, that he fhould be jéined by a body of French troons, ard eftas

biifbed
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biif 'ed with their afliftance in: the governnient of thofe countries s and ! 1550,
thc adminiftration of Pondicherry, by their letters and emiffaries; en= :
couraged him tothink fo. Waiting this fortane, hie remained with the
Pulitaver;, ftyling himfelf, and fiyled 4 {ov creipgney but without any’
other means. of {ubfiftance than what the’ Pulitaver chofe: to fupply;.
who, never regulating his money by woeds, {carcely. furnifhed him:
with cowxmon neceffaries. ‘The return of Iffoof Khan bettered his
- condition ; as the Pulitaver was afraid he might atlength liften to a

reconciliat'on. with the) Nabob, and Maphuze Khan,, always go-
verned by the love of eafe; felt no refentmentiat the huenility-to which
be had be.n reduced. - He prefided, at. leaft in, appearance, in . the.
counci's of the eaftern Polygars; who refolved. to  meet Hibof with
their united force, andinvited the. weftern to the common, &fenc& 2
who having joined them agamnft. Balamcotah in the late dhﬁ‘mﬁes of
the Englifh - affairs, expeted: no pardon,, and took the field.. The
weftern league confifted of fix polygars: Catabominaigue, their former
leader, was lately.dead, and had beem fucceeded by a relation, “who
took as ufual the fame name, and bore, inftead of the indifference of
his predeceflor,, an.averfion to the Engldh Etiaporum waealWﬁym
the next to him in importance, and now in acivity. it
The force which accompanied Mahomed Hioof from Gcmjwm,
confifted only of fix companics of Sepays, and 60 horfe, but he had
on his. march requefted troops from "Fondiman: and the two Mo-
ravers, with whom he had alwaysicontinued.on good terms; and
3000 mer, horfe, colleries and Sepoys, from the three polygars Jomed
hicson hig arrval at Maduray, where he ' nevershelefs immediate
began to make farther levies, and . By, fhiftmg  and garblmg owt :
of all that were withy, him,, compofed ra. body of 300 horfe, and
' 700 Sepoys, who had feen fevvige, | which he fent forward to ras
vage the diftri¢ts of Etiaporumy, wheig they wereto be jouned by
three of the companies of Sepoys from the garidon of Palameotah,
which had reftored its lofles by new levies:  Thisybody: of - troops
were to mamntain their. ground, wutil the (laf cxtremity; 10 ordertos .
prevent the junéion ofi. the weltewn with the'tfeops: ofthe eafteri
polygass. wn til Mahomed Iffoof himfelf could follow with ghitimai
4C 2 3 bOdy {
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bédy from: Madura, where he was under the neceflity of remaining
a while longer. : A ' g
*The Colleries of Nattam extend 4o miles, from the diftri&s of
the lefler Moraver to the eaftern mountains. Their foreft {kirts the
Madura country to the north'; and, where oppofite, is within twelve
miles of the city. It was they who attacked the troops with Co-
lonel Heron in 1755. +They are much wilder than the ceileries to
the North of them in the territory of Tritchinopoly, and liffer fill
more from thofe of Madura and Tinivelly, having neither forts nor
military array. They acknowledge no confiderable chiefs and live
in {mall parcels, connetted by choice or relation ; {o that ti.=ir dif-
putes rarely exceed the private revenge of individuals, ~The, re-
gard all other people as booty; but robbery amongft them- :
felves as the greateft crime: and any one of them efcorting ‘a
firanger is a fufficient proteftion againit all the reft; but without
this fafeguard, which is always paid for, ‘the traveller rifques his
life at every ftep. Contemptible in the open field, where they
 rarely truft themfelves, they are much more dextrous than any of
thefe races in the pralices of ambufcade and theft. They had
-plundered the country up to the gates of Madura of all the cattle,
robbed all the villages, and continued to waylay whatfoever parties
were returning to the city with provifions from other quarters. Asall
of the troops with Mahomed Tfoof were fit for hoftilities againft fuch
an enemy, he refolved to employ them in attacking their iiants, whilft
4 his levies were forming to better difcipline. He, however, attended
41 the fervice himfelf, which apgzared more like one of the general
: huntings peculiar to Afia, than a military expedition. ~Avenues
were cut into the foreft, and the inhabitants fhot as they fled ; but
Fune.' . fome were referved to be releafed, or executed, on occafion. A month
was, however, emplayed before he liad completed this revenge, and
reduced them to beg quarter, and pay cattle, their enly money,
moftly collefted by theft ; which, with others' he procured, to the
amount of 1000 beeves, and 2000 theep, were fent to T'ritchino-
poly, from whence they were forwarded at different times by Cap-
tain’ Jofeph/Smith ‘to the fea-coaft, for the ufe of the Mjuadion,
ane
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i enabled them to keep the windward ftation, without confuming; .

their own ftock of provifions. vt b Sil o
On the fecond of July he began his march'from Madura, with
660 horfe, 3000 Sepoys, and 2400 other foot belongingto Tondi-
inan, and the Moravers, in all 6000 men. His artillery was oneé
cighteen-pounder, and ‘nine from fix and’ lower. He was fcant of
pewder, h wing none but what he made himfelf;. for, fince the

deftru@ior of the mill 4t Madrafs by Mr. Lally, the prefidency could -

not fupply their troops and garrifons in the Carnatic from: their

own  prodi ce ;. but borrowed from the'fquadron, and received from
Bombay: The mufkets of his Sepoys were old, infirm,: of various
natior.s, ‘ad not fufficient in number, and were fupplied by fowl= -
hlb-pieces,._and,any fuzees he could collect. He was likewife in -
want of flints, which are fubftituted in fome parts of India by -
agate.; of which.there is none in thefe countries. ' Allithefe wants
he reprefented to- the prefidency, and efpccially requefted twe -
eighteen-pounders, and two field-pieces of fix, with a full fupply

of thot.

17565 but after. his departure for the Carnatic, the Pulitaver and

G,
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His it march was to Calancandan. - Hehad taken this, forti‘a ol

Vadagherri had extended their acquifitions thus far, and placed: their :

td in Calancandatt.: It was a mud fort, without cannon, and,

“after a flight refiftance, fubmitted to his.  From hence he proceed<
ed to take vp the: large detachment he had fent forward againit

Efiaporzns who, by continually ravaging the diftriéts of this po~ -

lygar, kept his troopsion their own ground, anc deterred both him.

and: Catabominaigue from marching acrofs the country to join' the

Pulitaver : having fufficiently conftrained thefe chiefs, ithe ‘de- -
tachmert proceeded againft Coilorepettah, which ftapds nearly nud«~
way in the ftreighteft road between Madura and Tinwvelly, about .

o niles from each. This fort had likewife been ftormed in June -

1756 by Mahomed Ifloof; - and carried with confiderable lofs. The -
polygar was then taken prifoner ; whether reftored or fucceeded by -
another, we doinot 4nd 3 but the! place was at this time in  the .

har s ws oue who defended it as well 3 for 100 of the Sepoys were
4 killed

l
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klucd and younded in the attack, which laﬁed three daya, and then

s HHE polvgar made his efeape by night. The fort was immed: ately
" Saly. razed to the ground, after which the detachiment joined the main

dey with Mahomed Iffoof, and the whole proceeding by the way
of G'angadaram, arrived at Tnnvcll)n in the middle of July. They-
were ﬁ:arcely arrived, when Maphuze Khan, whofe mind always
wavered with every change of circumftances, wrote a letts. to Ma-
homed Iffoof, offering to quit his allies, and proceed to, the Car-
natic ; provided he was allowed a_fuitable jaghire for.h s mainte-
nance ; He even afked a ﬁfeguard to come to Tinvelly. Mahorned
Tloof, wnthout authority, aflured him that his requeﬂ:s ‘hould be
' comphec[ w1th and recommended them to the Prcﬁden v, by
whom they were referred to the Nabob.
The midland country, for thirty. miles to the north of the toten
. of Tinivelly, is open.and of great cultlvatlon, and, lying between
the eaftern and vqeﬁan Polygars, had been the favourite field of
their deRredatnons The,. principal ftation from which the caftern
Hade thar inroalls ihto, thefe ditnd's was the fort and wood of
“"Wootamally, fitpated 35 miles N, N. w. of Tinivelly, The Poly-
gar, grown rich by eafy plunder, had many colleries, who were
well armed ; and Mahomed Iffoof foon after his arrival at meelly,
marched agamﬁ him with the greatelt part of his force, and.in a
few days reduced his fort, in Wthh he. placed {fome troops; and Qa-
tioned a guard of 5a horfe, and fome peons and colleries in a place
called Sharandah, as an ntermediate poft. He, was no fooner re-
turned to Tmtvdly than,a multitude of colleries belonging 1 +he
Pulitaver and Vadg erri furprized the guard at Shorandah, apd-
either killed or took all their horfes, with their riders; on which
Mahomed 1iloof detachad feven compamcs of Sepoys, recovered
: the Po(’c and remamed i it, in order to prote¢t the :Ajacent

country.
Equal confufion prevailed i in the dnﬁné’cs to the fouth of Tinivelly,

The trgops of the Maliaver, or King of Ttavancore, weic making
incurfions from their wall to fejze ‘the, harvefts at the foot of

¢he hills from Calacad to Cape Comorin, “The variety of “dif-
' i tra@iols.



Mabura AND TINIVELLY.

: a&m_‘s, which exifted on every fide, could not be all cppaﬁ:d at
the /ameé time, unlefs 1 greater ary were embodied,  than all the
revenues of the two provinces could defray. But the king was.
the leaft inveterate enemy to the Englith ; becaufe the polygar of Va-
‘dagherri had provoked his refentment, by continually employing his-
colleri~s to make depredations in his country on the other fide of the:
mountain;, through the pafs of Shencottah, wh1ch lies 1 5 miles to-
the fouth of Vadagherri. On this ground of common enrmty, Ma-
homed Iflooff opened a negotiation with the king 3 whb confented to-
aconference at the gates of his country near the promontory. They
et in “ite end of Auguft, and the interview pafled'with much po--
litenr.s and feeming cordiality.. The king, at. leaft pub‘.xs:ly de--
“tnded nothing, and agreed'to defift from his inroads into the dxﬁu&s
of Tinivelly, and-to act with a confiderable force in conjunétion with:
Mahomed Ifloof againft Vadagherri; and the Pulitaver. On the gd of
September, Mahomed Iffvof flill remaining at the gates oft T'ravan-
eore, Wwds _]omed by 1060 of the king's Sepoys,  armed with heavy
rufkéts ' made in his own country, and difciplined, although auk-
wardly, in the European manner; but they were well fupp‘hcd
with ftords atid ammanition.. Heé then returned to Tinivelly, and-
marching from thenceé with his whole force, in deference to the
King, proceeded ~direftly aganft Vadagherri, althoughr 20" rmlesl

eyond Nelhtangavxlle, the refidence of the Pulitaver: when:
afrived near SHencottah, he was joined by an army full as large
as his!'own]. confiting. of 10,000 more of th: King's troops of
~yalious kinds . of ‘infantry, who, had marched through the pafa.
This was pcrh Aps the ~greateft' force that. had' been affembled"
for {ntne centuries in this: country.. Vadagheri defended his Woods
for 2 ddy, in which about 100 men were killed ahd wounded on "bot
fides“ Ut in the night abandoned his fort, and efc dped away to thé
Pulitaver at Nellitangaville. .

The arrival of fuch a gueft; who, for the firft tiine, had béert re--
duced to fuch diftrefs, frightened the Pulitaver; and fet his cﬁm‘m
r6 woik to divert the ftorm from himfelf, 'The ICPHHL of thé Eaglifh

groone At e attack of the pettah:at Vandiwaih on!the 30t Of
. September,

Augufl.
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: - September, was known in the country, and was believed, as the
" Doeeme . French had reprefented it, a figgal defeat. Maphuze Khan hod re-
| ceived letters from Baflaulut Jung and the government of Pondi-
cherry, which encouraged him to think, that they fthould very foon
“overpower the Englifh in the Carnatic, when he mught expect to
‘be {fubftituted  to his brother Mahomed Ally, who was ‘to be
depofed from the Nabobfhip. -This correfpondence, and wefe ex-
‘peftations, the Pulitaver communicated to the king of Travancore,
and offered, if he would quit the Englifh, and join Mapl uze Caun
againft them, to give him whatfoever diftriés in the Tinivelly
country might lie convenient to his own." The King in mediately
expofed thefe documents to Mahomed Ifloof, and ftanding on
“his importance, demanded the ceflion of Calacad and the adjac.~t
diftricts, for which he had fo long contended againft the Nabob’s
government.  He faid, that more territory than he claimed had
already been recovered with - his affiftance; that what mighe
be refufed by one, would be readily given to him by another ;
and that, if he fhould join the polygars, the Nabob’s authority
would never be eftablifhed in the Tinivelly country. Mahomed
Hoof, whilft perplexed with this dilemma, was informed that
the two eighteen-pounders, with 500 mufkets, which had been fent,
according to his requeft, from Madrafs, were loft at fea; and thae
the two {ix-pounders, although landed, were flopped by the Dutch
agent at Tutacorin. This mifchance gave greater weight to the
king’s arguments, and greater value to his affiftarce ; for the force
of Mahomed Iffoof alone was not fufficient to reduce the Pulitaver.
whom all the beft colleries in the country were flocking to defend.
He_therefore furrendered the diftrits which the king demanded ;
and the Prefidency approved the ceffion : but the Nabob fufpected
that it had been promifed by Ifioof at his firft interview v-ith the
King, in order to fecure his future afliftance to his own ambitious
views, _
. As foon as this agreement was, fettled, the Travancores moved
Newmber,  again o conjunction with his troops, On the 6th of November,
they invefied the wood and fort of Eafaltaver, which was one of
b JAu®
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¢ deperdeéncies of the Pulitaver. The Colleries defendéd thc wood
three ‘ays, and then aliandoned both; and retired to Nellitangaville.
After this fuccefs, the want of ammunition ‘obliged Mallomed 1ot
to remain until he received {upplies from Madura, Palamcotah, and
4ajengo. ' 'The army of Travancore, to prevent difgufts from dif-
parity “of cuftoms, encamped feparately, but in fight of Mahomed
Hioof’s ; w2d on the 2oth of November, a body of 5 or 6os0 Colleries
attacked th | camp of the Travancores in open day. Mahomed Ifioof,
on the firft alarm, fent his horfe, and followed with his Sepoys and
other foot ; but the Colleries retreated before they came up, and their
mmblenefc with the ruggednefs of the country, rendered the pur=-
fuxt of ¥ .tle avail. They had killed and wounded 100 of the Travan-
5 before they went off. A day or two after this {kirmifh, Ma-
: homed Iffoof received three howitzes, with fome ftores, and a fupply
- of ammunition from Anjengo; and the two fi ix-pounders with their

thot likewife came up from Tutacorin ; he then moved with his alhes,‘

and onvthe 4th of December fet down before Wathinelore, another fort
depcndent on the Pulitaver, much ﬁronger than ‘any he had, except-

ing Nclhtangavxlle, from which it is fituated twenty miles to the

N. w.and twelve in the fame -direction from Outamaly.
Wathinelore ftood within ‘three miles from the great rangé of
mountains, atthe foot of which ran a thick wood, extending two miles

intothe plam, and within 1300 yards of the weft and fouth fides of ~

the fort; but turned to a much greater diftance on the north, and to
the eaft the plain was ‘open, and everywhere covered with profufe
cultivation. A very extenfive pettah, the refidence of fome thoﬁi{and
.inhabitants, comitnenced within forty vatds, and extended 1200 to

the N.E. of the walls: athick thorn hedge, with barriers, furrounded

both 1ae pettah and the fort. The extent of the fort was 650 by
300 yordoo jt-was of mud, but almoft as hard as brick ; it had four
large fquare towers, one at each angle, and fevetal fmaller, which
were round, between. Every tower was a feparate redoubt, enclofed
by a parapet, to cominand within as well as without the fort : the

accefs to the tower was a fteep ramp, only two fect broad, the e~

trance a narrow wicket in the parapet; the curtain between the
Voi, IL 4D towers

1930
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towers had no parapet; and was only a rampait floping. on hoth fi
from a bafe of 15 feet to gat top 3 but the flope from withiy was-
“ much lefs fharp than from without, {o.that, if, affanlted, - the: de- -
fendem might eafily run up to the top.. ‘The parapets of the towers :
have circular holes for the ufe of. fnall arms, but no openings. pre=-
pared for cannon, of which there was not;a-fingle picce in the fort. .
fuits Wafhinelore, for the other, forts in. the,

This defeription only
Madura and Tinivelly cm‘mtrie_s‘ have parapets: with lof p-holes, to. -
their ramparts, as well as: to their- towers;s: but all, ar;of earth,.

excepting Madura and Palameotah. The Collesics on, t ais, fide., of,

the Tinivelly country, poflefs nothing of. the uglinefs o deformity,
- which generally characterize t :

he inhabitants of the hills a3 wilds.-
of India. | They are tall, well-made, and - well-featured; Their,
arms are lances and pikes, bows and ;atrows; rogkets, and majch-
focks, but whether yith, or without other weapons, every, man, con
flantly wears a fivord and hield, . In battle, the different arms mave,
iin diftin bodies 5 but the lancemen; are rated the, moft eminent,.
and lead all attacks. " This weapon is 18 feet longs. tl;e,y;tié under
the point a tuft of fearlet horfe-hair, and ,when, they, attack horfe,
add s fmall bell,,. Without preyious exercife, they affemble in.a deep.
columa, preflifig clofe together, and advance at long fteady ftep, in
fome degree of " time, their  lances inglining forward, but.aloft, of;
which the elaftisity and vibration, with, the jingle, dazzlo and feare.
the cavalry ; and their approach is fearcely lefs formidable to,ins;
fantry, not difciplined with, fire-arms.  The imrortance, of ;Wathi- ;
nelore, and the great force which., was, come, againft it, brought,
fome thoufands of Collérics to its relief ; butall,, excepting, 8 or goa.
chofen. men allotted to défend the walls, kept in the woods : from

day and night parties {allied, and alarmed or att: cked |

whence every

oné ot other; and fometimes both,the camps i and greater shodies on.,
three difierent days made general attacks on the batteries, of which,.
thefe contioued « interruptions retarded the conftrudion, infomuchs

that they were, not finithed until the 26th, 20, days after the arrival

of the armies 3 but the howitzes had commenced. before, The,only: .
effieacious..

3
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effica sous’ gun was the 18 pounder, which Mahomed Iffoof had
brought from Madura,’ for the reft were only 6 poundcts and lower s
but from exceflive firing, the 18 pounder burit the day after it ‘was

mounted ;3 and by this time, all the ammunition, as well of the bat-

teries as troops, excepting the quantity which prudence’ required to
be referved for defence, was expended, However, patt of the pa-
rapet ‘of ihe tower fired upon, was, beaten down, and Mahomed
Ifvof relrlved to ftorm the next day. Many troops of both armies
waited on the affault ; and-as foon as it began, the Pulitaver, with:
3000 choen colleries, who had marched in the night from Nelli-
tangav'ile, iffued from the wood and fell upon the camp of Mahomed
Iz, drove away the troops that guarded it, and began t commiit
every kind of deftruction, Mahomed Tfloof inftantly fent backa
large body to repulfe them, aitd continued the affaule ; but the gar-
cifon within received double animation from the Pulitaver’s {uccefs,
which was announced to them by the ufual war-cry and the found:
ing of their conchs. All the other colleries collected in the woods
appearéd likewifo, as if on the fame notice, and in different bands
attacked the troops at the hatteries, and at the foot of the breach s
and although continually repuifed, continually rallied, and with the

refolution of the garrifcm {aved the fort until thg e\féhing, and then

waited in the wodds to interrupt the renewal of the affault in the

night; but{o nmch of the referved ammunition had been expend‘ea in
the day, that Mahomed loof deemed it dangerous to remain any

Ienger before the fort, and drew off his artillery. Two hundred of his

~troops and of the Trravancoses were killed, but'more of the enemy.
The next day he moved to a diftance, and difmifled the Travancores,
whi proceeded through the pafs of Shencotty to their awn country,
2 Mahomed Ifloof  returned with his own. troops, and thofe lent
him by Tondiman and the Moravers, to the tepn of Tinivelly.!
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~H E 2wo armies in the Carnatic continued, during the firft days
of January, in their encampments near Arcot, equally cautious

~7 ~fquing any attempt of confequence, ‘becaufe both were waiting
the refult of their iegotiations to bring Innis Khan with his Morattocs.
to their affiftance. - Both offered 60,000 rupees; but, whilft the
Englith were propofing, conditional - bills, the French fent ready.

money, which determined his preference.  He arrived on the 8th in:

the French: camp, with 3000 mounted, and a greater number of foot

plunderers, who are called Pandarums, and always troop with the -

horfe, as we have defcribed 4vhen Bajinrow joined Clive in the hght

near Arni. . 'The nextday, the French army filed off: from their en- -

campment which extended from thefuburbs of Arcet along the fouth -
Gde of the Raliar, and took-the road towards Trivatore ; and, as they.

were going off, M. Lally, with a large body of Morattoes, fome of the
European horfe, and two field-pieces, crofled the river, and advanced

to "Crimuddi, an out-poft, three miles in front of the Eng}iﬂ'x\camp,
at Chinafimundrum.. A cannonade enfued, but more guns and troops. -

comirg ups Mr. Lally retired, and recroffed the river : during svhich,

a bocy of 200 Morattoes, with whom .Colonel Coote had treated, .

catae over from the enemy’s, and joined his camp, - In the evening, -
Colonel Coote proceeded acrofs the river, .with an - efcort-of horfe,
and reconnoitred the enemy’s line of march, «and -fufpecting, ;that.
they might intend againft Vandivath, took: ‘his ‘meafures aecord--

ingly, - Orders ,were difpatched to Captain Sherlock, who coms

S,
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manded in the fort, to defend it to extrexmty, and to the vvo com- "
J;ima 5 ~ panies of Sepoys‘at "T'rivatore, to tepair thitner immediately. .The
' baggage of the army was fent off’ that night to Covrepauk ;. and in
the morning | the whole army moved from Chinafimundrum, where -
they had Lm't eent days, wand in tpe.,evemng -pitched apew ‘on
the bank of tHo Paliar, five’ miles lower down than the. gfound
which the French had occupied on the other fide. A ftring poft of .
" horfe and foot was advanced at fome diftance towards Arcot, and
another on the left, with orders to keep up continual patioles, The
. next day paffed without any alarm from the enemy, or ntelligence
£ N oo‘fvddnfeq%wntélbbncemmfg*mm wio neverthelefsiwere ~ot idle.
L ’Wm‘ﬁﬁa formed ahother project: befidés thapwhich \olonel
.@éﬂée‘(ﬁ dls andy o' accomplifhl v, tadomor fuffered his-ar.;
rith half the expedition ilsey nighte ; They were on' e
1, 'H‘ie’ thl’f&‘(k #fter t'hE'y7 ruitted’ theiroéncampinient, no- far-
P’tlﬂiﬁ*lP stitahiptuel, fix" mﬁé@ ‘on ehis fide of T'rivatore, jand
(e there the” g‘i&!&i part’ of 'the day. Mowards the cvcmng, A
| :ﬂl"évéﬁ*e e arms, fand thic f¥ores and “baggage loaded 5 but, in-
ﬁééd"df“d&%m ot e dxfplhyd"%ﬂ‘mﬁ ‘on’ the plain,, facitlg to
the ?ﬁh&:’," ind - Méﬁ“eﬁéﬁﬁfa& tthén s if fot prattice,” in large
ﬁbidﬂbﬂs‘ ”Whm‘h’ were (caleulatsd 'tolﬂing ithe whele line té the .
; 'r’d" with 41l ‘the hotte, Medrtoes; s well as Europeans, on
‘thf'ﬁg‘ht,' “of vhom ' the' o\iﬁé!ﬁﬁéﬂ;mwhén'{vhé exercile énded, were
fixc 'miles frot Papaltangyel, “Having thus While! vay the time
: it the clofe of tif¢ evening, - he coritinnéd all ot‘the: ground they
Aot ittt 3E wisd” A1 tind theti fepardted thie’ army ifito. two di-
vifions.’ "%é’ﬁm *caetgpmggthwm réjoined-the fecond, filed
off, followed by 300 Sepoys, who' had  formcd ekt to then, and
marched o' as fuft'ad they cotld, “keepinig: together; the reft o the
avity,  \ehich conflird- of all'the ‘Européan’ infantey, witn the
oe 8ol astillery, ' Were ordeved to follow, but without  ftrain.)
y'led e firft divifior Mioslf, AfeéPatiateh of 15 miles,
m whréh fhﬁf W4l crdfled the Pullar, they arrived at: cfght in the’
tbrming at Conjdvérin Jeupeéiing ' to-find in' thetown the magezince
wf ntt‘%hich fupplied the Englith army ; but they liad no fuch ficre,

lmna
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“Hiving o+ the purchafe bf the'ddy s nor had the inhabitants more than
the commion-provifion ¢f their houfés ; but-in the-pagoda was the
hofpital, and a:ftock of military {tores, undet the guard of tywo com-
nanies of Sepoys, commanded by Lieutenant Chiltholm, of which the
capvre:would have been diftreflings butMr. Lally having brought no
cannon ‘made noattempt -on the: pagodaj iand empl yetl his: trogps
i colle@ting plunder, ' and fetting fire to the ‘houtes vof  the /towns;
during ‘whicli; the Sepoys,and all the:fick in/the pageda, who could
move, camtjout, and being well acquainted with the/ftreets and covers,

continually attacked their fmaller parties and firagglers, and whenever -

likely to Ve over-powered, difappeared.  dn ‘the evening the ¢nemy
retrear-d, driving off 2000 bullocks, the moﬁ-:valuamlwmeir
L5 vy, loadéd with ‘the trumpery they had colledted, ‘By'this time the
other divifior of the army had arrived at Jangolan, a village on the
baik of the Paliar, three miles from Conjeveram, fromywhenee botls
united, immédiately procecded, and' the next day reached Trivatore.
_ The neareft ground.-of the French line, whilfl marching onthis

exploit; was eight miles fromthe advanced poft of the Englith camp, 7

whofe black horfe, awed by cthe number of the Morattogs, were
affaid to venture, andicould 1ot be trufted fo- far abioad’j ﬂmdﬁ;;ﬂw
Buropean horfe, being only one hundred, were mot eyven, fufficient
for the neceflary patroles ofithe ‘camp’; o that the fieft, intelligence
of thee enemy’s march was from Lieutenant Chifholm at Conjeveram,
{ent as foon ae'thay: appeared there. It grrived in the afternoen 3
Colonel Cobte immediately fet off ‘with 'the cavaley,rand ordéred the
twhole -army to follow, which was in march before the fun fet, and
bafore it rofe at Conjeveram, whereColonel Coote, with the cavalryy
had ar-ived at one in the morning. The way is twenty-one miless,

Tt ‘vs now a month, that Mr: Bufly had atted onece’ maie ih, the
field in"Conjunéton with Mr, Lally ; and the interconrfe: had gnly
encreafed the averfion. * The late etrofs of M Lally's ommtimgg‘-

vihich had loft Vandivafh and Carangoly; without gaining, quy i{fl:}’
. ,$ ,“.‘ S

equivalent by thie expedition to; Seringhaim, had Jawered his, o
char\&er throughout the army and even his own J'ﬁgi;11@1)t,-z;§.w;"l‘l

as “orrdin, aithoigh the King's 'troops, began to ac.knqwk’%v. the
{fuperior
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fiapérion talents of | M. Bufly' to conduct (the: war :thebatalion of
dndia always thought folvMr.-Lally imputey this rifing: preduetion
danvary.  in the officers to the influence of Mr. Bufly’s modey, and amongft the

foldiers to the intrigues of Father Stl Eftevan, a crazy, bufy Jefuit, whe -
officiated in thecamp; and confefled: the regiment of Loérrain : b%s an-
tipathy no longer liftened tdany reftraints. -As. foon as the psmy re-
.turned to Trivatore, Mr. Bufly afked hisi/leave to retive’to Pondicherry
_Lfor the recovery of a painful diforder, which' incapacitated him for
fatigue : but Mr. Lally forbid him in the name of the king; to quit the
field: 'He obeyed, and gave his beft'opinion concerning the future
-operations of the campaign. ¢ The'Englith, he faid, would not fee
¢t Vandivath taken, without rifquing a battle to {ave it, 4n which the
¢¢ French army would be deprived of all the force employed in. -4
¢ fiege ; and fromthe neceflity of covering it, not mafter of the choice
#¢ of advantages in the aCion: whereas, if the'whole of the regular
4 troops kept together on the banks of: the Paliar, and detached
s¢ the whole body of Morattoes to lay wafte the Englith diftricts,
¢ their army would foon be reduced to the neceffity, either of
¢ giving Dbattle at difadvantage, or of fecking its fubfiftence under
¢ the walls of Madras.” No advice could be more judicious'’; for
the firft divifion of the Morattoes, although only rooco, had ven-
tured to carry their ravages as far as Pondamalee and Vendalore,
and by cutting oft every kind ‘of provifion on every fide, had re-
duced.the Englifh camp to as great want, as they braught abundance
to the French, where they fold the beeves thiy had plundered at
feven for a rupee, and rice at half its valve in any other parc of
the country ; and at this very time the Prefidency of Madrafs, anxious
for the lofs of their fureft revenues, repented that they had not
bought the Morattoes on their own terms, and were advifing Cclonel
Coste to fall back nearer to the adjacencies of the town. But Mr.
Lally fifpeéted Mr. Bufly’s advice, as defigned to prevent or difparage
the aétivity of 'his own operitions ; and on the r4th marched away
from Trivatere, with a detachment of 500 Euroneans, half the
Rutopean cavalry, 560 Morattoes, 1000 Sepoys, and four field-pizees,
leaving Mr. Bgﬂy with the main hody at‘Trivziore, as the rloft

i I ‘
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fitral ﬁmai:ion, at hand to join his own divifion, if the Englith armay
thould march after it; or ready to oppofe and interrupt them, if they
thould go againft Arcot, in order to divert the fiege of Vandivath.

On thé 14th in the evening, Colonel Coote received ntelligence
oi» Mr. Lally’s arrival at Vandivath, and the next 'day marched
with nis whole force from Conjeveram, croffing’ the Paliar to the
5. E. inftead of following the enemy by the longer, but better road
of Trivatore. .-On the 17th, they arrived, and encamped near Ou-
tramalore. . This fituation, lying half-way in the road  between
Vandivath and Chinglapett, fecured the communication with this
-place, and from henee with Madrafs : it likewife had Carangoly
its rear o the left. The fort at Outramalore having long, been ne-
olefed, was open. in feveral parts from top to bottom of the wall ;
but,was 2 much more defenfible repofitory for the ftores and baggage
of the army, than any poft in the open plain.

Captain Sherlocke kept 30 Europeans and 300 Sepoys in the fouth
pettah of Vandivafh, which Mr, Lally attacked at three in the
morning with all his infantry, in two divifions: the one, in which
the Europeans were marines from the fquadron, was allotted to the
weftern rampart, and only intended to make a divesfion during: the
real attack on the oppofite 3 where the Europeans were of Lally's
regiment, and led by himfelf. Boch divifions were difcovered and
fired upon before they gained the foot of the wall; and the marines,
unufed to fuch fervices, broke, and ran round to Mr. Lally’s divifion,,
who, fuppofing them enemies, .fired upon’ them until the miftake
was difcovered. Nothing more was attempted until eight o’clock
the next morning, when all the infantry in one column, with two
field-pieces at their head, advanced againft the fouth-fide of the
pettah 3 but the fire to which they were expofed, brought the (front
of #e column to a halt withput orders. Mr. Lally rode up, dif-
mounted, and calling for volunteers, ran to the dgitch, and mounted
the wall, himfelf the firft. ‘The whele column immediately poured

aftet him ; ‘and the troops in the pettali, having no'orders to defend -

it to extremity, efcaped along the ftreets, and regained the fort
wi‘hout any .= in the retreat 3 in the whole defence only four or five
T been killed ; tut the enemy loft twelve Europeans, ‘beﬁd_es Se-

Vor. 1L, i 4 E . POys,
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poys, and motre wounded of both.' They imimediately extrenche

the openings of the fireets facing the fortf and began o raife a:
battery in the N.E. angle of the pettah, againft the fame tower
which Colonel Coote had breached, and nearly on the fame ground.
A thoufand of the Morattoes had been ordered to obferve .the
" motionsof the Englith army ; but they followed nothing but plander,
and continued fpreading themfelves to the north of the Paliar; and
as Mr. Lally never réwarded fufficiently to encourage daring {pies,
the firft news he received of the approach of the Englifh army, was
on the 17th at fun-rife, by a letter from Mr. Buffy at Trivatore, by
- which time they were arrived at Qutramalore. His averfion to the
authority, made him unwilling to accept ‘the information as authen=
tic; and at firt he only ordered part of the army to advance Som
Trivatore : but, on farther-intelligence, left Mr. Bufly toat accord-
ing to his diferetion 3 who at five in the afternoon marched with the.
whole, and arrived at Vandivath before midnight.

The Baglith army arrived at Qutramalore without provifions, and
too much fatigued to march ‘on, and reach Vandivath, before Mr..
Bufly’s divifion had joined Mr. Lally’s there, which, otherwife, on
their appearance, muft either- have retreated, or would have flood
their ground with great inferiority and difadvantage. The horfe, a5 -
foon as the foot were encamped, went abroad to rammage the villages
for provifions, and the next day the troop of huffars fell in with 5o Mo--
" yattoes, of whom they killed one, and took twelve with their horfes.

Still the warit of grain continued in the camp, and it was found-
that the renter, nkghmugh he dépended-on Madrafs, had-fold his fore
to fome agents, probably employed by the French, at Sadrafs ; on.
which he was feized, and confined without cating, until the army
was {upplied 3 and his people ina few bours brought enough for the
srimediate want, and promifed mere. The fearcity had, how.ver,
been no obftacle to 4he operations.of tlie army.; for Colonel Caute
fad relolved not to advance upon the enemy, until they, were ready
to affault Vandivath, when he fhould have his choie. of attacking
sither the troops employed  againtt the fort, or the amy which jco--
verod them in the plain.  This M. Bufly forefaw, g+ again-advifed

o
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TEY, Lally to ‘defift from the fiege until @ bettor opportunity ; and
to keep his whole forcs together, until the Englith either fought
or.retired 3 but Mr. Lally as before could not brook inftru&ion frony *
the rival he detefted, and perfifted. A ’
"Their battery did not open until the 2oth ; having waited for the
cannoit, which were brought 7o miles from the ramparts of Val-
dore, on carriages fent from Pondicherry. 'They were two cighteen,
and two of twenty-four. By the night of the 20th the wall of the
fauflebray was opened. Colonel Coote, on this intelligence, marched
the next day with all the cavalry to reconnoitre the enemy’s fitu-
ation and the ftate of the fiege, and receiving, when near, %meﬂ'agé

from Sherlocke, that they had breached the main rampart, went -

basX, and halted at Tirimbourg, a village half way, to which he or-
dered the main body of the army to advance without delay from
Outramalore, but to fend their heavy baggage, for better {ecurity, to
Carangoly. ‘They arrived at Tirimbourg in the night; at fun-rife,
Colonel Coote taking with him rooo of the black horfe, and the
two troops of European, with two companies of Sepoys, advanced
in front of the main body of the army, which he ordered to follow,
but ‘without prefling their march. : A

Thé diffance from Tirimbourg to Vandivafh is feven miles; the
road leads from the N. E. to the s. W, The mountain of Vandivafh
lies in the famé diretion, extending more than a league in length. The
fort ftands two miles to the s. of the mountain, but nearcr to the
weftern than the eaftern end. The French army was encamped,
diré@ly oppofite to the eaftern end of the mountain, at the diftance
of three miles, and at twe to the weft of the fort. The camp was
1 two lines feparated by peddy fieldss a great tank covered the left
flank of both lines. At 300 yatds in front of this tank, but a little
onits left, was another, anc farther on, likewife on the laft of
th's, another, neither more than 200 yards in circumference, and
Voth dry; and the bank which furrounded the foremoft tank had
been convertelinto @ retrenchment, in which were mounted fome
pieces of cannch, which commanded the plain n front, and flanked

i ts whole "o 7th the efplanade in front of the ¢amp.
4E 2 All
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All the Morattoes were returned, and lying with their plunder
ey under the foot of the mount:din, c’:xtending along it towards the N.E.

*  end. 'Their fcouts brought intelligence of the approach of Colonel
Coote’s divifion, on which all mounted, as did the European cavalry /
in_the French camp, and the whole {pread in different bodies acrofs
the plain to the eaft of the mountain. Colonel Coote, with 200
of the black cavalry, followed by the two companies of Sepoys, was
advancing a mile in front of the reft of the cavalry, which com-

_ pofed the divifion he was leading 3 and the Morattoes fent forward
200 of their horfe, on which he halted, called up the Sepoys, and
interfperfed them in platoons between the troops of horfe.

“The advanced body of the Morattoes neverthelefs pufhed on, but
were ftopped by the fire of the Sepoys, before they came te.the
ufe of the fword. Neverthelefs, they recovered after their wheel,
ftood ill within reach of the Sepoys again, then turned again, and
in this manner fell back to their main body, which with the French
cavalry had gathered, and were drawn up, extending in a line to
the eaft, from the end of the mountain; the French on the right
of the Morattoes. _

Colonel Coote, whilft halting for the Sepoys, had fent off 2 meffen-
ger, ordering up the body of cavalry, which were a mile behind, and
the firft five companies of Sepoys with two of the ficld-pieces from the
head of the line of infantry, to come on likewife as falt as they could
march : the cavalry foon joined him, but more time was requifite
for the Sepoys and guns, as the line was three mules off. During
which, Colonel Coote, by continual halts, advanced very flowly ;
and the enemiy’s clvalry continued on the ground they had chofen.
At eight o’clock the detachment of Sepiys, with the guns, came
up, when the divifion with Coote werej at an afcent, which inter-
cepted them from the fight of the enciny, who, although they had
perceived the cloud of march, had rot diftinguithed the two guns
which accompanied the Sepoys, whao, joined by the other two coug-
panies, formed in a line in the rear of the cavalry, with the guns
in the center ; the two troops of European horfe wergan the center of
the cavalry in the firft line. In this order the two, 'ines adva: ced

agaurfl
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diftance of zooyards, the cavalry opened from the centre, and brought
themfelves round, divided on each wing of the Sepoys,:in the {fecond
lin'e; and the inftant the ground was clear, the two field-pieces began
guick firing on the enemy’s line of cavalry, which were fetting off to
take “advantage of the evolution making by the Englifh. The field-
pieces were, one a twelve, the other a fix-pounder, both of brafs ; and
Captain Robert Barker, although he commanded the whole of the
Company’s artillery, had come up with, and now ferved them him-

felf: the effe& anfwered the good-will and dexterity; the fire was

dire@ed amongft the Morattoes 3 “and every fhot was feen toioverfet
men and horfes, which ftopped their carcer, but not before they
were-within reach of the mufketry of the Sepoys ;-and {ome'of them
on the wings had even rode in amongft the outward of the Englifh
cavalry during their evolution ; but'the encreafing havock which fell
amongft them foon after, put the whole body to flight, and they
galloped away to their camp, leaving the French cavalry alone, who
were advancing in regular order on their right, againft whom the
field-pieces were then directed, which they ftood for fome time, feems=
ing to expect the Morattoes would rally ; but feeing them entirely
gone off, turned and,K went off themfelves, but ﬁill in order, and

with much compofure.

Colonel Coote advanced with his divifion to the ground théy had
quitted; and feeing the plain clear, quite up to the French campy

{ent orders to hisline of infantry to halt; wherefoever the order fhould
meet them, until he returned to them himfelf. There wereﬂome

ardens and other enclofares half a mile to the right of the ground
which the French cavalry had occupied, whilft drawn up in a line
with the Morattoes extendiiig from ‘the end of .the mountain. The
enclofures were good fhelter o1 neceflity, and the ground beyond them
excellent for the difplay and aciion of the whole army, which Colonel
Goote having reconnoitred, ordered his divifion to file off to the left;
and to form:on this ground, in the fame order as before 3 the cavalry

in 2 line in fréat, the Sepoys in another bebind them, f
As
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As foon as this difpofition was exccuted, he rode back to the
«——— line of infantry, which were halting, drawn up in two lines ac-
Januaty:  cording to the order of battle he had iffued to the principal officers
in the preceding night. = He fignificd his intention of leading the
army on to a general action, shich was received with acclamations,
that left no doubt of the ardour of the troops to engage the cilemy
they had fo long been fecking. ‘The plain dry, hard, and even, ad-
mitted of their marching on in the fame order they were drawn up,
without filing off in columns, fo that they were foon upon the
ground where the advanced. divifion were halting, when the cavalry
- wheeled from the right and left, and formed the third line of the
main battle, and the five companies of Sepoys took their place again
on the right of the firft line : but the two field-picces, ftill attended
by Captain Barker with the two detached companies of Sepoys, kept
apart at fome diftance in front, but to the left of the firft line.

In this array the army ftood in full view of the French camp, in
which no motions were perceived ; but no firing was heard againft
the fort of Vandivafh. Colonel Coote having waited half an hour
to fee the effect of his appearance, rode forward with fome officers
to reconnoitre the enemy's camp, who fuffered them to approach near,
without cannonading or fending out a party of cavalry to interrupt
them. ‘

The day began to wear, and Coloitel Coote, as foon as he returned
to the troops, ordered the whole to file off to the right ; the infantry
marched in two lines at the fame parallels they had drawn up ; the
baggage formed a third column’on the right, a (d the cavalry followed
in the rear of all thie three. They proceede’ towards the fouth fide of
the mountain, but inclining a little towar? , the French camp. As foon
as the firfk files of the infantry came td'the flony ground which ex-
tends from the foot of the mountain, 5n which-the enemy’s cavalry
could not a@, the whole halted, and the two Imes of nfantry fac'ng
to the right, prefented themfelves again in order of battle, oppofite “o
the French camp, at the diitance of 'a mile and a }alf, but ofit-
ftretching it on the right; the baggage falling back a’ the fame time,
gave place to the cavalry to refume their former ftation. -~ the third \ine.

i the
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54 Morattoes were {pread at the foot of the mountain to prote&
* their own camp, and none of them ventured within reach of the two
guns, which during ths march had kept on the left of the firft line;
but fome of the French cavalry came out to reconnoitre, and Wer;
diiven back by their fire. The army halted fome time in this
fituation, in expeation that the defiance would bring the French.
out of their camp ; but they {till remained quiet ; which obliged'
Colonel Coote to profecute the reft of the operations he had me-
ditated. _ «

The ground for fome diftance from the foot of the mountain,
1s, as under all others in the Carnatic, encumbered with ftones.
and fragments of rock. From this rugged ground up to the fort
the plain was occupied by rice fields. The Englith army coaft-
ing the mountain until oppofite 'to the fort, and then making a
converfion of their lines to the right; would immediately be
formed in the ftrongeft of fitvations; their right protefted by
the fire of the fort; ther left by the impaffable ground under
the mountain, and with the certainty of throwing any number -
of ‘troops, ‘without oppofitien, ito ‘the fort; who, fallying with .
the garr-i(on to the other fide, might eafily drve the enmemy
from their batteries in the pettah ; from whence the whole of the
Englith army might likewife advance againft the French camp, with
the choice of attacking it either on the flank, or in the rear, where

the main-defences, which had been prepared in the front of their en- -
or arofe” from the utual difpofitions .on this fide, would .

Campment,
become intirely ufelefs
'The Englith army hal no fooner began their march along the

foot of the mouttain, that Mr. Lally perceived the intention, with
all the confequences of this . ble-operation. The camp immediately -
beat to arms, ‘and foon ‘after tie | troops were feen #fluing to occupy
the! ground in front of its line, ‘'where the ficld-oi battle had been .

rvioufly marked out. ' : 2

" Mhe French. cavalry, 300 ‘riders; all’ Buropeans, formed on the
next to them were the regiment of Lotrain, 400 firclocks 1

righ* )
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i the centre, the battalion of India, yoos next to them Lally’s,
i 2400, whofe left were under the retrencheld tank, in which were

#+, pofted, the marines or troops from the {quadron, with Poete’s from
+~Ganjam, .in‘all 300, with four field-pieces. - Between the retrench-
.ment and Lally’s were three,: the fame number between Lally’s
Jand India} India and Lorrain, Lorrai and ‘the cavalry; inall 16
picces. Four hundred of the Sepoys of Hyder Jung, whom Mr. Bufly
hadibrought from Cudapah,-were pofted at the tank in the rear of
the retrenched tank where the marines were, whom they were to
fupport on occafion : ‘9do Sepoys were ranged behind a ridge which

- ran along the front of the camp; and at each extremity of this ridge
was a retrenchment guarded by 5o Europeans, which covered the:
entrances into the camp. The whole force drawn out, infantry,
scavalry. and attillery, was 2250 Europeans, and 1300 Sepoys: 15c
- Europeansand 300 Sepoys continued at the batteries againft Vandi-
“vafh; but none of the Morattoes, although 3000, left the ground and
E;ot:e&ion of their own camp to affift their allies in_this. decifive

our.

. The fight of the French army iffuing into the open plain gave
Celonel Coote all he intended by the preceding operations of the day.
He inftantly halted his lines, which had advanced fome way along the
foot of the mountain. Facing as foon as they halted, the two firft lines
were in order of battle, oppofite but obliquely to the enemy. The
baggage were fent back . under the efcort, of two companies of Se-
poys, to a village in the rear, and the cavalry as before took their
place in’ the thira line. |
" The Englith-a.my confifted of 1900 Turopeans, of whom 8o
were cavalry, 2100 Sepoys, 1250 blag’ horfe, and 26 field-pieces.
In the firt line were Coote’s regiment on the right, the Company’s
two battalions in the centre, Draper’s on the left ; but all without
their grenadicrs ; and 1800 Sepoys were equally divided on the right
and left of the Europeans in this line; in the intervals of ‘wljich
were 10 pieces of cannon, *hree on each fide of the Company’s Fat-
talions, and two between Coote’s and Draper’s and the Sepoys. In

the fecond line were all the grenadiers of the army, 90, with a feld-
4 Llepe
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< next, amd beyond 200 Sepoys on each of their flanks : theca-
valry formed the third line; the 8o Europeans, as before, in the
center of the black horfe; the two field-pieces with the two com-
panies of Sepoys of the morning {till continued apart, advanced as
before a little on the left of the firft line.

“is the Englith army were marching up, and before they were
within cannon thot, Mr. Lally, putting himfelf at the head of the
European cavalry on the right, fet off with them, and taking a
large fweep on the plain, came down, intending to fall ui:oﬁ
the horfe of the Englith army, which made their third line.
"T'he 'black horfe, who were nine-tenths of this body, ‘pretended
to wheel, in order to meet the enemy’s, but purpofely confufed
themfelves fo much, that fome went off immediately, which gave
a pretext to-the reft to follow them, and the 8o Europeans were left
alone, who faced and drew up properly to receive the charge, rely-
ing on better affiftance. As {oon as the intention of Mr. Lally was
underflood, the divifion .of Sepoys on the left of the firft line
were ordered. to fall back in an angle from the front, rca«'dy? to
take the enemy’s cavalry in flank as they were approaching, but

b, 9
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performed the evolution with o little firmnefs, that little hope was

entertained of any execution from their fire; but Captain Barker

with the 2 guns of the feparate detachment, had watched, and di-
reGing his own by the movement of the enemy, ‘was within point
blank of them juft before they were oppofite and riding m on the flank
and rear of the horfe, where only the European were ready to op-

ofe them, for all thn black were gone. In lefs than a minute the
quick firing of the two ;ns brought down. ten or 15 men (fr‘horfcs,'
which, as ufual, threw t*e next to them, and they the whole, into
confufion ; and the horfes jrowing every moment wilder, all turncd
and went off on the full gadop, leaving Mr. Lally, as he afferts,
fingly alone. Iffo, he could not have ftaid leng where he was, for
t'le European hotfe, on fecing the enemy’s check, were advancing ;
and many of the black, encouraged by the fecurity, were returning,
ind the whole foon after fet off after the enemy, whom they purfued
in  long cou & quite to the rear of their camp

Vor. 1L 4 F The
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. The Englifh army halted ten minutes in atfention to this attack,
m during which the French line cannonaded, but beyond the proper
diftance even for ball, and neverthele(s often fired grape, and nex
ther with any effe®. The Englih did not begin to anfwer until
nearer, and then pereewing their own fire much better directed, halt-
‘ed in order to preferve this advantage, as long as the enemy permitted
Jt to continue, by not advancing from the front of their camp. M.
Lally retiring from the Englith cavalry, and deferted by his own,
‘rejoined his line of infantry, which he found fuffering, and with
‘much impatience, from the Englifh cannonade : his own impetuo-
fity concurred with their eagernefs to be led to immediate decifion,
and he gave the order to advance. The Englifh line was not dire&ly
oppofite to the front of the French, but flanting outwards’ from
their left, which required the French troops on this fide to advance
_rnueh lefs than thofe of their right, who had more ground to wheel,
in order to bring the whole line parallel to that of the Englith.
= e olonel Cooté fecing the enemy coming on gave ' the final or-
ders to his own. None but the Europeans of the firft and f{econd
lines were to advance any farther. The Sepoys on the wings of both,
and the cavalry in the third line, were to continue where they were
left, and f_o take no fhare in the battle, until they fhould hereafter
receive orders how to act. : :

The enemy began the fire of mufketry at one o’clock, but Colonel
Coote intended to refrain until nearer ; neverthelets the company of
Coffrees, which was inferted in ‘one of the Company’s battalions,

" gave their_fire without the order of their «lacers, and it was with
difficulty that the irregularity was prever ced from extending. Co-
lonel Coote was at this time paffing ‘rom the right to the left
to, join his own regiment, and veceiyed two or three fhot in his
cloaths from the fire of the Coffrees. As foon as he arrived at his
regiment they began, and the fire became general through the whale
line, : ‘

Coote’s had only fired twice, when Lorrain forme. m a column
twelve in front: the operation is fimple and ws expeditious.
Colonel Coote made no change in the difpofition _* lus regiment,

but
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“Bitt ordered the. whole to preferve theit next fire ;, which: Lorrain - 1
‘coming on almoft at a run, received at the diftance of 50 yards jn S
~their front and on "botb their flanks; it fell heavy, and l)"rqught' J N
down many, but did not ftop the column. In an inftant the two
regiments were mingled at the puth of bayonet; thofe of Coote’s
oppofite the front of the column were immediately bornt down, but
the reft, far the greateft part, fell on the flanks, when every man
fought only for himfelf, and in a minute the ground was {pread
with dead and ‘wounded, and Lorrain having juft before {uffered from
the referved fire of Coote’s, broke, and ran i diforder to regain
_the. camp. ' Colonel Coote ordered his regiment to be reftored fo
order, before they purfued; and rode himfelf to fee ,thé.ﬁatc' of’ff\c _
 reft of the hne. 3 . : :

As he was pafling on, a thot from one of the guns with Draper’s
regiment, ftruck a tumbril in the retrenched tank on the left of
Lally’s, where the marines were pofted, and the explofion blew up
8o men, .many of whom, with the chevalier Poete, were killc‘d‘%
and moft of the others mortally hurt.; All who were near, and had ef~

_caped the danger, fledin the firft impulfe of terfdrvout,of the retrench-
ment, and ran to.gain the camp by the rear of Lally’s, and were jdincd
in the, way by the 400:Sepoys, at the tank behind, who, a.lthoﬁgh
they had {uffered nothing, likewife abandonqd their poit. Colonel
Coote on theexplofion, fent orders by his aid de camp Captain Tzer, .
to Major Brereton, to advance with the whole of Draper"s l'cgim,eqt,

" and take pofleflion of the retrenched tank betore the enemy reco-
vered the confufion trhich he judged the explofion muft have caufed ;
asin this fituation they' would command, under covet, the flank of
Lally’s regiment. The groynd on which Draper’s was ftanding oppe-
fite to Lally’s when the order came, obliged them, in order to prevent
Lally’s from enfilading, or flanking them as conting down, to filc oif by
the right. Mt Bufiy, who commanded on this wing, l}}\d béforc‘cjp
deavoured to rally the fugitives, of whom he had recovered 50 ot 60,
and adduig to them two platoons of Lally’s, led and pqﬁcd them n
the tank, . an!, then, retucned to fupport them with the regiment.
But. Braretor - files kept wheeling at a diftance, and Ir‘mvilng at the, \
.quickcﬂ pace, (iffered little from theirfire, and conung upon V;he

4 F 2 'leﬂ:
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" - left of the retrenchment, affaulted it impetuoufly, and catried it after
receiving one fire of much execution from the troops within, un-
der which Major Brereton fell mortally wounded, and when fallerr™ ™
refufed the affiftance of the men: next him, but bid them follow their
vi&tory. The firft of Draper’s who got into the retrenchment fired
-down from the parapet upon the guns én the left of Lally’s, and
drove the gunners from them ; whilft the reft, being many more
than required to maintain the poft, formed, and fhouldered under it,
extending on the plain to the left to prevent the regiment of Lally,
if attempting to recover the poft, from embracing it on this fide.
‘Mr, Bufly wheeled the regiment of Lally,' and'fenit off platoons from
its left, to regain the retrenchment, whilft the reft.were oppofed to
the divifion of Draper’s on the plain. But the platoons a&ed faint-
ly, only fkirmifhing with their fire inftead of coming to the-c'ofe
affault.  The a&ion likewife continued only with mufketry, but
warmly, between the two divifions on the plain, until the two field-
apiascs, attached to the right ‘of Draper’s, which they had Tefe be-
hind when marching to attack the retrenchiment, ' were brought to
bear on the flank of Lally’s, who had none to oppofe them'; on
which their line began to waver, and many were gomg off.| Mr.
Bufly, as the only chance of reftoring this part of the battle, put
himfelf at their head, intending to lead them to the puth of bayo-
net, but had only advanced a little way when his horfe was ftruck
with a ball in the head,  and floundering at every flep afterwards,
he difmounted ; during which the fite from Dmper s had continued,
of which two or three balls pafied through 'us cloaths, and when
he alighted anly 20 of Lally’s had kept near himn, the reft had
thrunk. Two platoons fet off on the full run from Draper’s
to filrround them ¢ the officer demanded and reccived Mr. Buﬂys
. fword, and fent him with a guard into the rear; He was cons
ducted: to Major Monfon, who had wheeled three companies ¢f
the greuadxers of the fecond line, and was halting with thetn
and thetr field-piece at fome diftance, teady if nec/flaty to fup=
port the event of Draper’s. Mr. Bufly afked whe the ¢roops' hie
P Were § and was anfwered 200 ‘gremiadiers, tb - “eft men in
i the
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prize and admiration, and faid not a word. : ROV Eadi
"% During the ‘conflié ‘on this fide the two centerﬁ,r’ifwhich ‘were
compofed of the troops of the two Eaft India Companies, had kept
up a hot, but diftant fire ; neither chufing to rifque clofer decifion
until they faw the event between Draper’s and Lally’s’s but as foon
as Lally’s broke, the enemy’s center went off likeg,:fifé, butin better
order, although in hafte, to regain their camp.’ Many of Coote's,.
in the firft fury of victory, had purfued their antagonifts of Liorrain
up to the retrénchment, by which the fugitives entered the campr
‘they might have {uffered by this rathnefs, if the guard there, 'as
well 'as-the neareft Sepoys along the ridge, had not taken fright,
- and abandoned their pofts on feeing the rout of Lotrain. ' It took
fortre time to bring the purfuers back to their eolours, when the
officers, fending off the wounded, formed the reft into their ranks,
and ‘afterwatds” only made the appearance of' advancing, awhilft:
¢he feft of ‘the battle remained in doubt, deftTiorrain with thesSes:

poys fheuld rally; to prevent which the four field-pieces on the .

left -kept up an inceflant fire plunging into the camp.

As foon as the other wing and the center of thelnemy’s axm& gave .

way, their opponents, the Company's battalion and Drapet’s re ment
ot into order, and with Coote’s, who were ready, “advanced tothe
purfuit, leaving their artillery behind. " They entered the enemy’s
camp’ without meeting the leaft oppofition.  Indid‘and Lally's had
paffed through it haftily to the other fide, althcugh notdg rout #s.
Jotrain’s before. M. Lally, after the rout of Lotrain, rode awiy-
to join his own regiment on the left, but on the way {aw the ex-
plofion of the tumbril at the retrenched tank, the difperfion of the
tharines in this poft, and the flight of the Sepoys out of the tank
behind. - He was in this inftant near, and intended to {peak’ to Mr.
Bufly, but turned fuddenly, afid ordered  the Sepoys ftationed alol 3
the ridge in front of the camp to advance. None obeyed ;‘and.-rpﬂ%
of them beirg  thofe of Zulphacarjung who had fetved with Mr.
Bufly in the T'ecan, he rafhly fufpected treachery, and, unable to,
- gontroul the 1» mulfe of diftraftion; rode into the camp to fop the-

fugitives of Lorrain,
The

~the army, ‘who had not fired a fhot; he clafped his hands/in furs -

'8
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176 "T'he whole body of the French cavalry, near 300; who werc all
m Europeans, appeared on' the plain in the rear of the camp.to which
.they had retreated, followed by the cavalry of the Englith armys™

whofe encounter théy had  hitherto aveided by abler,evolutions: fo

_that neither of thefe two bodies had been within fight of the brunt
between the two infantries. The French cavalry chanced to be near

. enotgh to fee the flight of Lorrain through the camp, and, animated

- _byafenfe of national henour, refolved to proteét them, if, as might be

. éxpeéted, they thould endeavour to efcape fill farther by gaining the
‘plain.  In this purpofe they united their {quadrons and drew up
.in the wear of the camp, and in face of the Englith cavalry, of whom
** the black horfe, awed by their refolution; dared not, and the European
were too few, to charge them. This unexpeted fuccour probably pre-
_vented the utter difperfion of the French army. There were in;the’
rear of the camp three field-pieces with their tumbrils of ammuni-
_tion ; at which the fugitives of Lorrain, encouraged by the appear-
_ance of the cavalry, ftopped, and yoked them. ‘Thefe proteGtions
reftored confidence to Lally’sand the India battalion as they arrived,
likewife beaten from the field, They fet fire to the tents and un-
_dangerous flores mear them, and the whole filed off into the plain
in much better order than their officers expeted. The three field-
picces. kept in the rear of the line of infantry, and behind them
moved the cavalry. They pafled to the weftward, and when oppo-
fite to the pettahs of Vandivath were joined by the troops, who
had continued at the batteries there, which they abandoned, leaving
all the ftores and baggage, and received no interruption from the
garrifon as they were going off The Morattoes, who were under
the’ mountain when the cannonade began, intended not only to
prote their own camp, but to fall upon ‘the baggage of the
Englith army ; but when they faw the whole body: of Sepoys
remiaining in the rear of the a&ion; were deterred from advancing
1o the village, to which the baggage was fent; and having their own,
All ready loaded ob their bullocks, fent off the whol: irain to tlie
weftward foon after the cannonade commenced ; anl with the firft
netice from their fcouts of the rout of Lofrdin, kogan to go off
' A ' themfelvas,
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(emitives. 'Their rout led them acrofs:the way, along which the
French were retreating ; whom 700 of them joined and accompanied-
~Colonel Coote fent répeated orders to his cavalry to harrafs and im-
pede the retreat of the French line. ; They followed them five miles
- until five in the afternoon, but the black horfe could not be brought
up within reach of the carbines of the French cavalry, and much
lefs of their field-pieces., The brunt of the day paffed intirely between
the Europeans of both armies, the black troops of fieither had any
part in it, after the cannonade commenced. The commandants of

the Englith Sepoys complimenting Colonel Coote on the victory,

thankced him for the fight of fuch a battle as they had never feen,
Twenty-four pieces of cannon were. taken, 19 in the field and
camp, and five in the battery agmnft Vandivath, rr1 tumbrils of
ammunition, all the tents, d{tores, and baggage, that were not
‘burnt. .. Two hundred of the Europeans were counted dead in the
field, - and 160 were taken, of whom 30 died of their wounds he-
foré the next morning ; {ix of the killed, and 20/ of the prifoners,
were officers : wounded, continually droption the road; fo that

the, immediate ' diminution of 'the -enemy’s force was computed '

600 ‘men.i, Of the Englith army, 63 Europeaus were Killed,
and 124 wounded, in all 190 of this number, 36 of the killed,
-and 1 6:0f the wounded; belonged to the Company’s battalions, 17
and 66.to Draper’s, 13and 36 to Coote’s regiment 3 four of the Eu-
ropean borfe; and two of the artillery, were wounded, but none
of either killed, , Of the black troops, 17 of the horfe were killcd?
-and 32, wounded : ;in ally 22 and 47 : of the Sepoys only 6'and 15.
"The killed, as well in the European as the black troops, was, although
not in the different bodies, one half of thé number wounded, a prapor-
tion on the whole which rarely happens, excepting as in this aétiony
by caunonade. (1 ;
The firft news of the victory was brought to Madrafs at fun-nfe
the next morning by one of the black fpies of the Englifh ‘camp.
At noon came in another, with a nete of two lines, wiitten with

a penril, by Colonel Coote on the field of battle; afllcl'| aceounts. .

fullowed, and foon ifter eye-witneffes. The joy which this {uc-
cefs diffufed throughout the fettlement, was almoft equal & that of
Calcutta

2

1760,
L )
Janeary.



Tue Wik oF CoroMANDEL. Book L
. Calcutta on the victory at Plaﬁ'ey Their congratulatxons to Colonel
J‘m Coote and the army were abundant as their joy. -

: The day after the battle fcaﬁcely fufficed for ‘the wariety of orders
neceffary to reftore the arty to its ftrength, and to make the difpo-
fitions, by which Colonel Coote, with his ufual activity, - refolved
to profecute his fuccefs. 'Captain Wood was ordered to advance
with his gartifon from Covrepauk, and inveft the fort of Arcot;

- Lieutent Chifholm to fend to Covrepauk the fick and invalids
left by the army at Conjeveram: Madrafs was requefted to fend
to Conjeveram the fecovered men of the King’s regiments left
in their hofpital, together with {tores, battering ‘canmon, and
ammunition: this line was meant to fuftain the fiege of Arcot.
Whatfoever other  troops could be fpared from Madrafs were
to be fent to Vandivath, with ‘medicines 1and conveniences for
the wounded there. The baggage at Qutramalore ‘'was ordered to
rejoin the army ; a letter was written to Innis Khan, advifing him
to quit the province, with all his Morattoes, without delay, -or that
no quarter would be given to any of them wherefoever ‘met. Or-
ders were iflued for 1000 of ‘the black horfe to march to the fouth ;
200 fit off immediately to, plunder and lay wafte the country be-
tween Allamparvah and Pondicherry : ‘the next day, which was
the zsth, 8oo with 20 of the huffars, under the command of Vaf-
{erot, marched with the fame intent ‘againft the diftricts betiveen
Pondicherry and Gingee,  and were to aét in cofrc(pondence with
the other detachment.

The French army reached Chmtapett the next ‘day, where t’hey
only trernained the day after’; and ‘then Mr. Lally, without rein-
for¢ing the garrifon, fell back with all ‘the European force to
Gingee, {ending the Sepoys of Zulphacarjung, of whom he had
fill f{ufpicions, although Mr. Bufly was taken, to alt under the
commandant at Arcot, and advifed the Momttoee to renew their in-

curfions to the north of the Paliar.  Colonel Coote, on mtclhgence

of Mr. Lally’ s retreat, and the little care he had taken of hire <
pett, refolved to attack this place before he marched againtt 'Argor.
The baggage from Outramalore, ‘waiting for forse flores fromh
Chinglapett, did not arrive until the 26th. - In the fame evehing, a
: detachment
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%: etachment matched’ from Vandivath, and the next morning in- 1560,
vefted Chittapett, whan the commandant, De Tilly, refufed to furs S“——
rend-r. 'On the 28th, the whole army encamped within cannon- Taptasys
thot, and the commandant filk perfifting in his refufal, a battery of

" two eighteen-pounders was ereted in the night, agamft the x. .
angle, and a howitz was planted in the pettah, to enfilade the north
line ‘of the rampart. ~The fire opened at five the next morning,
and the breach was nearly pracucable by eleven, when a flag of
truce appeared, and De Tilly furrendered without terms.. The
garrifon confifted of four commiflioned officers, and 52 private Eu-
ropeans, with goo Sepoys. In the hofpitals were 73 Europeans,
wounded in the fate battle. The artillery were nine pieces of can-
non ; the ftore of ammunition was confiderable, -and amongit the
arms were 300 excellent mufkets, which were diftributed amongft
the Englith Sepoys. 'The garrifon reported, that a party, with two
field-picces, were marching from Arcot and Gingee, having taken
the round-about road by Arni and Trinomalee; on which Captan
Stephen Smith was detached, with 200 black horfe, and two com-
panies of Sepoys, to intercept them,

In the mean time, the horfe fent to the {fouthward had performed
their miflion with great alacrity, having burnt 84 villages, and fwe
away Booo }1ead of cattle, many of which were of thofe the Mo~ |
rattoes had taken on the north of the Paliar, and {old to whom{o-
ever would buy them, at four-pence a head. The whole colletion
was driven under different convoys to Vandivath, Carangoly, and
Outramalore, and more than reftored the number whi¢h thefe
diltricts had Joft. Befides what they had fold, they had driven
away-a great multitude of the beft cattle into the vallies leading
from Lalliput to Damalcherri, which they intended to fend, with
the reft of their booty, to their own country on the other fide the
hills ; but the menaces and 'fuccefs of Colonel Coote raifed appre=
Yenfions ‘n_ Innis Khan, that he might rifque the lofs of this
plunder, if he continued any longer in the province. He therrft'o_ré
quitted Arcot, with all his Morattoes, on the fame day that Chit--
tapett furrendered ; and gontinued his march through the pafs, from

Vor. 1. 4 G whence



‘Tug WAR oF COROMANDEL, Book éil

whence he wrote to Mr. Pigot, that he fhould at any time here-

o after be ready to wait on him with his troops if the could agres
Y 1 Y 2]
January, : ’ 4 ; y

upon the terms.
On the goth, intelligence was received from Captain Wood, that

“he had marched with his garrifon of Covrepauk to Arcot, and found
the Sepoys of Zulphacarjung ftrongly pofted in the ftreets of the
town ; he neverthelefs attacked them, and after much firing drove
them from their ftands, with confiderable lofs on their fide, and
little on his own. They retreated out of the town, as the garrifon in
the fort did not want their fervice. On the 31{t, the army, which had

" moved by two fucceffive divifions, encamped near Arni, where they
were rejoined by the detachment fent with Captain Stephen Smith,
who had taken the party they had been fent after, which was much
lefs than had been reprefented, confifting only of 20 Eurepeans
and 5o Sepoys, efcorting two brafs field-pieces, which Mr. Lally
had ordered from Arcot. Captain Smith had likewife picked up
three commiffaries, who were travelling to Pondicherry in their
pallankeens.

Tke next day,” which was the firft of February, Colonel Coote,
with the firlt divifion of the army, joined Captain Wood in the
town of Arcot, having left the fecond with Major Monfon, to attack
Timery, which lies in the road. ‘This fort being very {mall, al-
though well-built, only fhells were fired, which before the evening
reduced the garrifon to furrender: they were one ferjeant com-
manding zo foldiers, and 6o Sepoys, with five pieces of cannon.
"The next-day Major”Mmlfon arrived at Areot, and all immediately
{et to work in ereéing batteries, for which Captain Wood had pre-

and had nearly finithed one on the north face of

Febraary.

pared the materials,

the fort. !
T'he defences of the fort had been greatly improved fince it was

Aefonded by Captain Clive, sgainft Rajahfahib, in 1752, The Englith
fad contributed moft ; but the French finithed what was: intended,
but lefe tndone by them, when they abandoned the fort on Mr.
Lally's approach to Madrafs. The ditch was moftly in the folid

#ock, -and had every where been dug to man height : the fauflebray
Ry was
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but open ; being neither fkirted with @ parapet:wall, .ot .17

as clear, ¢
even with a palifade : a glacis, and a covered way, bad heen carried WFéb‘rﬁ
g X .'”'x.’

sund the fort ; and from the center of the north-fide of L covereds
way projeted a ftrong rayeln, niop;lﬁixlg fix. guns,. xq;ié’gi wihiich
. the glacis was continued ; a gate with a draw-bridge communicated
- with this cavelin ¢ the natrow rampart of the old wallhad jn many -
| places been widened, and ramparts raifed to i, for thie ready running
"up of cannon; each of the towers, of which there were twenty-
two, was rendered capable of a gun of any fize, thofe at the four
- angles would admit three, and the platforms of the two gateways
The extent of the fort from the weftern to the eaftern fide is
nearly 8oo yards; the eaftern face 3503 but the {outhern wall, re-
ceding as it ftretches to the eaftward, reduces the eaftern face to.
of which so are occupied in the middle by a gate-way,
his face had only the two towers in the

more.

‘260 yards,
and the main rampart on t
angles.
Two batteries were raifed to the Eaft; one,
in the front of fome houfes, ftanding at the diftance of 360 yards,
ampatt between the gateway and the tower s ‘
d was intended to breach in the interval :
the other battery was on the leftof thj‘s,{buﬁ 100 ’y@m'..ds uoarer;j; mounts:
ed only two guns, of which, one was to difmantle the tc;f; m the
angle to the right of the gateway, and the other the'angle ontthre right
of the gateway ‘itfelf. A battery of three guns was raifed to the
{outh, nearly oppofite the s. w. angle of the fort, and bere upon the .
tower in this angle, and the two next to the eaftward: This battery * |
swas af the diftance of 206 yards, whetea few houfes gave {helter
rds, and covered the workmenin the outfet of | the ap-
The fourth battery was that faifed by Captain Woaod on
ft of the ravelin, at the diftance of 1200
which were to plusge over the ravelin,

"1 order to break the drawbridge behind, by which the ravelin come,
*--- 3" acrofs the ditch with the body of the fort: but ﬂnis‘Mié’ 1

tery was of little ufe becaufe it enfiladed no part of the g .
{t the two

and the ravelin it fired upon bore only one gun aganik .
4G 2 batteries

of three embrafures

riearly oppofite to the ram
in the angle on its right ; an

to the gua
proaches,

the north: it was to the le
,ards, and mounted two guns,
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batteries to the eaftward, and, in cafe the bridge fhould be broke,.
;the guard would be withdrawn into the fort, where their fervice,,
if the breach fhould be affaulted, would be of more detriment than
their continvance in the ravelin ; and the battery was employd only
becaufe it was ready. - oy

- On the 3d and 4th, whilft the batterics were conftru@ing, the
garrifon threw many fhells to intercupt the work, but no men were
hurt by them. On the 5th, all the three batteries opened; and the
garrifon {till continuing their fhells, returned likewife on all fides.
with mere cannon than fired upon them ;. and a foldier was killed:
on the m. E. attack, and four artillery-men to the fouth. On the
6th, the enemy difinounted two guns in the battery of three to the.

. eaft, in which two Euaropeans were killed and: two wounded; and:

two were likewife wounded at the fouth battery. This day, 200
cohorn-thells arrived from- Madrafs, inftead: of eight-inch fhells for
the howitz, which was the only piece of bombarding artillery with:
the army 5 no powder came with the fhells ; and from the defence, .
the ftock in camp feemed likely to be exhaufted before the place
could be opened to. affault ;5 and fhot grew equally fcarce, Four
hundred bullocks were therefore fent off to bring a fupply of both
from Madrafs, with two eighteen~pounders to replace the two which
had been difmounted, In the night between the 6th and the aths,
the army began their approaches from, both attacks, On the»th,
two eighteen-pounders arrived from Chinglapett ; byt from the want,

. of ferviceable bullocks they were accompanied by only zo, fhot, and;

50 barrels of pmvd;t;r expected with: them were ftill lagging on the,
road. From the preceding to the_ prefent evening, only. one man
was killed; and two wounded., "Fhe approaches were puthed, on all,
night ; aud the next day, which was the eighth, of the month, ars.
rived the powder from Chinglapett, and a quantity was .dilibovénéa.a
butied in onc of the houfes of the town ; but all. the thot WCI'&. i
{o neasly expended, that, at four in the afternoon, Colonel: Coote !
beat a parléy, in order to-get time to piek up, what the coamy bad:
fired. The Freneh officer, Captain Huflgy, accepted th,g mqﬂhgp,\
which was 2 fummons to furrender, as, hé could: expect. no. fiuga.
COUrs. 3

!
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Surs : he anfivered, that not a man had been killed in the fort 3
but that he was willing to furrender it, if not relieved before,
"at the end of fix days, on condition the garrifon fhould be free,
have the honours of war, and retire to Pondicherry.. ‘Thisi to and
fro lafted two hours, when the firing was renewed until dark. The
lofs this day was only one man killed, and two: wounded.. In the
night, the trenches to the s. wete puthed on with much diligence;
and the garrifon employed every means to interrupt their progrefs,,
cannon and thells from the body of the place, mufketry, grenades,,
and fire-balls, which fet on fire the blinds, gabions, and fafciges of
the advancing fap, dangeroufly wounded Enfign: Macmalion, who:
condu&ed it, killed one, and wounded ten more of the men em-
ployed.. Neverthelefs, the fap before the morning was very near
the foot of the glacis. Waith the day, which was the gth, the bat=
teries, having received {ome more thot from Chinglapett; continued,.
and by noon their-fire had opened both breaches to fix feet of the
bottom of the rampart ; and had difinantled: the towers that flanked

them : but {till the ditch remained to be filled, and no lodgement

was yet made in the covered way. Great therefore was the furprize, .
to fee a flag, followed by a voluntary ofter of furrendering the next
day, if allowed the honours. of war; which, as: before,, imiplied!
that the garrifon were not to be made prifoners: Colonel Coote re--
fufed ;. and foon "after came another letter, offering as the. condition,

that they might all retire to Pondicherry on.their paroles:not: te:

{erve again.. Colonel Coote replied, that he thould allow the officers
and men whatfoever belonged to them, and good treatment: 3, butire=
ferved' the right of difpofing of their perfons: at the fame txmt\? he
mvited the commandant to fupper,. who' came.. The fort was clofely
furrounded during the night, to prevent any of ithe: garrifon from
efcaping ;. and'early: the next morning, the grenadiers of the: army
* took: pofleflion: of the gates. The garrifon confifted of 11 officors,.

three of whom were captams, and 256" {oldiers and: artillery-men,.

hs . <47 Baropeans, and neatly the fame number of Sepoys. Thesags
tillery were .4 mortars, and’ 22 pieces of cannon, of which {ome

were eighteen-pounders : there. was: likewils a plentiful ftoekd of;
B : anomunition,

1760,
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ammunition, and military ftores of all kinds. The batterics mu
Fobiy: have ceafed firing the next day, until convoys avrived : the garrifon
had not loft three mien, and the fort might have held out ten days.
longer before the affanlt by ftorm could be rifqued. They exte-
nuated the ‘early furrender by the certainty of not being relieved.
It required the refpite of fome days to refit the wear and tear which
the army had endured during the activity of the late operations ; for
all the carriages were fhattered, all the men wanted cloathing, and
all the bullocks were fore. ]
" Colonel Coote, in confideration of Mr. Bufly’s generofity to the
Englifh fattory when he took Vizagapatam, had permitted him to
sepair to Pondicherry from the field of battle, immediately after he
was taken. e arrived there the next day, and reprefented the defeat as
“far from irretrievable. On the 25th in the evening, came in Mr.
Lally, and the troops:were following from Gingee to Valdore. His
.ill fuccefs, and the abandoning the field, rendered him- ftill more
odious than ever. No inve@ive, howfoever. unjuft, was fpared.
Cowardice borrowing courage from drunkennefs was imputed as the
caufe of wrong difpofitions, redrefled by worfe, until the battle was
loft, and the retreat to Pondicherry as a defign to lofe the city, in
revenge for the univerfal deteftatior in which he was held,
Neverthelefs, the beft ability and will would have been perplexed
what meafure to purfue after the defeat. The neceflity of refurnith-
ing the army with the ftores and artillery they had loft, would alone
have required them to fall back nearer to Pondicherry ; and the pro-
tetion of the diftricts in the rear of Alamparwah and Gingee now
became of great concernment 3 for fince the lofs of Mafulipatam, of
the northern provinces, and of their fettlements in Bengal, very little
rain in proportion to the former importations had been brought
to Pondicherry by fea; and the diftrefles for money to anfwer more
$ramediate calls had hiherto prevented the government from laying
in a ftore of provifions ; fo that their greateft refource at this time
was from the harvefts in thefe diftricts, which was ripe arfl =ather

ing in. ' .
The interruptions continually oppofed by the garrifon of Tritchi-

sopoly to the repch troops remaining in the ifland Seringham, had
prevented
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s prevented: the controllers, appointed to manage thefe diftricts, from — 17606.
colle@ing enough to defray the expences of the late expedition, == ¥
~although the revenues, if° unmolefted, would have furnithed- i
more: Mr. Lally had ordered the whole to return, and ex-
pected they would join him before Vandivath.  They were, befides
the 300 European in Seringham, two detachments lately fent from
Pondicherry, with ftores and ammunition, who were arrived, and
halting at Utatore. The manager appointed to collect the revenues,
who was a counfellor of Pondicherry, thought that matters would
mend, when he fhould be reinforced by the detachments at Utatore,
and ventured to difobey the ordérs. . The Nabob and Captain Jofeph
Smith at Tritchinopoly refolved, as the beft means of preveﬁ%ﬁi-g
the arrival of the detachments, to get poffeflion of the fortified pagoda
of Pitchandah, on the farther bank of the Coleroon, which terminates -
“the only high road leading from Samiaveram and Utatore into the
{fland of Seringham. The pagoda was reported to be garrifoned only
by a company of Sepoys, with a few Europeans. Accordingly Cap-
tain Richard Smith, who was recovered of his wound, croffed the
river on the 28th of December, and took the command of the coun-
try troops, and thofe from the garrifon, which had continuea at
Samiaveram fince the defeat of the French party, which had ad-
vanced a few days before.. Early the next morning, Captain Jofeph
Smith moved with a party from the city, and began to cannonade
the pagoda of Serifigham from acrofs the Caveri, in order to divert
the French troops from fending a. reinforcement to Pitchandah 5 for
_ the attack of which, his fire upon Seringham was to be the figaal.
“The troops from Samiaveram were in time on their ground near °
Pritchandah. The two field-pieces which were to beat down the
gate were in the road ; the oxen were caft off from them, and they
were to be dragged the reft of the way, which was 5o yards, to @
<houltry within fix yards of the gate. ‘The troups were not difco-
ered until they had got under the wall, and were fixing the fcaling- d
lag lere + 1.8 garrifon, more mumerous than {uppofed, fired hotly
from ‘the walls, and efpecially on the ficld-pieces. Moft of the Eu-
ropeans in the detachment were foreigners, and none of thofe employed
in bringing onthe field-pieces liked the fervice; and to encourage them,
Captain
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‘Captain Smith and Licutenant Horne pulled themfelves at ‘the guie’s
their example bronght more afliftance ; but of ten, who were at the
gun with Smith, two were fhot dead, afid three wounded, before they—
got them into the choultry, when a few rounds brought down the
gate-way ; in_this inftant captain Smith received a ball under his
thoulder, which totally difabled him, Lieutenant Horne then took his
place and endeavoured to lead the men to the aflault, but the detach-
ment had fuffered {o feverely that none would follow him'; he, how-
ever, prevailed on them to abide, and bring off the wounded, and the

two guns. Soon after, a certain account was received of the ftrength of

the Erench parties atUtatore,which appeared an overmatch for the dif-
pirited troops at Samiaveram ; nor could Tritchinopoly fpare a rein-
forcement equal to what the French troops in the ifland might then
fafely fend to a&t in conjundtion with thofe coming from Utatore: the
whole detachment at Samiaveram wwere therefore recalled, and ar-
rived the fecod of Feoruary at Tritchinopoly. Their retreat re-
lieved the French troops in the pagoda of Seringham = from
great diftrefs ; for they had little ammunition left, and ftreight-
ened towards the Caveri by the garrifon of T ritchinopoly, and
on - the other fide of the Coleroon by parties from -the en-
campment at Samiaveram, they could neither venture out to feek,
nor the country people to bring them in provifions ; fo that all their
fubfiftence, for feveral days, had been what they had plundered
from the bramins in the pagoda, whofe houfes they- pulled down for
fire-wood to drefs the victuals they found in them.

The French troops at Utatore having waited for fome ftores, which
were lagging on the road, did not arrive at Seringham until the
8th : they were 140 Europeans, five pieces of cannon, and 600 Se-
poys ; and brought with them a competent ftock of ammunition and
{pare arms. A day or two after their arrival, 200 of their Euro-. .
peans, with 6oo Sepoys, commanded. by Huflan Ally, marched
againft Totcum, which had been taken for the Nabob on the 26t
of December. The garnfon left in it were four osmpanies of
Sepoys, under the command of two European fetjeants; all of
swhom, although there were guns in the fost, behayed very ill, and

' {urren-
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..... feitfendered the place before aily lmpreffioh had been made on the r760.
-walls. v ' E

-Eebruary.

At thé fimé tite that Mr. Lally recalled the troops from Sering-
ham, he fikéwife ordered the fort of Devicotah to be evacuated ; and -
th¢ gairifon, having made feveral breaches in the walls and towers,
mirched away in the beginning of February, but left'a company of
Sépoys in the pagoda of Atchaveram, which ftands five miles inland
.of Devicotah. '. |
Captain’ Joféph Stnith, on this intelligence, detached two compa-
‘niés’ of Sepoys, tilder the cominand of férjéant‘ Sommers, on whofe
_approach the French Sepoys at AtcRayeram'were reinforced by atio-
ther compiahy froth the pagoda of Chilambarum,’ with which tﬁey\
-midtched out, add' mét Sommers's detaéH'r'ri'entf on the plain, who
réuted them comipletely, taking five ftand of theik colours, with four
of their officers; ahd, béfide the Sepoys'who were killed, many were
dtowned'in the hutry of croffing the Coléroon. Irﬁ'rriediqtely‘ after
thid' eticounter, Sommers proceeded, took poﬂ%'{rié‘ﬁ‘ ‘of Devicotah,’
aftd ‘begian tb repalt the breaches. X ‘
The news of the"victory at’ Vandivath reached' T i‘ifcﬁihéﬁofy on .
the 'goth of' Jatinary, ad cleated at once' the cloud of defpondency
-which h’aﬂ'ove:”z'w‘h'e;flr"rn‘ad'r -;h‘e"._' Nabob ' ever fince he left Madrafs to
proceed thither. He' pit'ché'd”'hi"s' tent, dffi)lﬁ}”{éd his : g‘réé’t" ﬁa'ndai:él; 3
and declaréd” his intention” of returning into the Car"_na'tic'; but
wiited* until” the French troops fhould e ‘reinoved from Swéfiﬁg‘.'
ham ; and his wifh was foon” gratified; for. I\z'r Lally,’ on_his
arrival at ' Pondicherty, difpatched a fecond order, undq the ‘fe-
véreft penalties of difobedience, for all the. traops. bét":‘{fg’,é'n Vol-
cotidah and Tritchinopoly to join his’arﬁay without delay. Th’éif'
hoped to conceal their retreat from the garrifon of "T‘ri’t'chii;d{_
poly; and made the preparations with all fécrécy ; but fome of "
tht - Maldbars ' employed by thém sverc  natives of -thi'sfl' art of
the coutitty, who, folicitous” to fccﬁfiﬁ"péf&lén, if -not fayégif,’
whtll ‘the change ‘of government, gave imtnediate agfd‘cdﬁﬁéﬁt:intc =
ligenice to Captain Jofeph Smith, who made ready to take fuch ad-
varitages as ufually occur, when troops retreating are purfued. The '

Vor. 1L 4 H whole
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whole body of the French troops were 4 50 Europeans and Coffrees, .
v and 1200 Sepoys ; of which 150, with the commiffary, were in the.
¥+ pagoda of Jumbakiffna. The retreat was appointed at nine at night,
on the 6th of February ; of which previous intelligence was brought.-
to Captain Smith ; and almoft the whole garrifon of Tritchinopoly:
were on the bank of the Caveri, oppofite to the pagoda of Se-
ringham, ready to move as foon as the enemy. The notices were. -
_ puntual ; and the firft divifion of the Englith troops entered the
fouth gate of the pagoda as the laft of the French were going out of
the oppofite: the reft of the Englith troops marched round the
pagoda to the weft. When all were united on the north fide, they
advanced to the bank of the Coleroon, and, when nearly oppofite to.
Pitchandah, heard the found, and thought they faw the motion of a.
line of men marching acrofs them to pafs the river, Captdin R, Smith, -
who led the the troops of the garrifon, formed in order to receive or at-
tack the ftrangers ; but Captain Jofeph coming up bid him not fire,,
becaufe he had ordered the troops of the polygar Tondiman, which had.
for fome time attended the garrifon, to advance between the pagodas.
of Seringham and ‘Jumbakiflna, -and what troops they now deéfcried:
might as probably be them, as a part of the enemy; who they. really
were,, being, thofe moving from Jumbakifina to join their main body ::
they were foon after afcertained by a black fervant of R. Smith’,
- who had f{traggled into their line, and talking, was anfwered in
French. 'On which the Englifh troops immediately proceeded, and
began. to enter the bed of the Coleroon, as the enemy were leav-
ing the farther bank, who in their hurry flung away fifty barrels.
of gunpowder, wlhich were recovered; and they deftroyed a
tumbril of gun-ammunition at Pitchandah. But their line never
fivpped until they got to Utatore. The Nabob’s horfe followed,,
hanging in' their rear;"and continually picked up a deferter or g -
prifoner, in.all 30 E’uropeans,f or fomething belonging to their-
equipages and ftores ; but the infantry, black and white, halfey .+9- -
~ miaveram until the horfe returned, which was the next day ; when a
detachment of 1000 Sepoys, and 5o Europeans, with two gunsanda.
wohorn, and part of the Nabob’s horfe, matched under the com-
2 2 mangd;
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“mand of licutenant Horne, againft Totcum and Cortalum : atthe fame 1 260.
time, all the other troops returned from Samiaveram to Tritchinopoly s =
and, befides what had been gathered in the road, brought in two excal-
lent eighteen-pounders, which the enemy had left in the pagoda of.
Seringham. The Nabob, folicitous to make his new  appear-
ance in the Carnatic with as much figure as poffible, requefted Jo-
{eph Smith to go, and atk soo horfe of the king of Tanjore. The
king was ill, and with difficulty admitted the vifit, but promifed
every thing, and referred the adjuftment to his Dubbeer, or minifter,
which, amongft the Indians, is equivalent to the Duan of the Ma-~

- homedan: princes, The Dubbeer, notwithftanding the late fuccefles
of the Englith arms, infifted, that the Nabob fhould furniﬂj the
pay and expences, which he knew would not be complied with ; and
Captain Smith returned, as he had expe&ed, without obtamning a
fingle horfeman, In the mean time, Haffan Ally had abandoned
Totcum, on thé appearance of licutenant Horne’s detachment, but.
went away with the garrifon, which were 400 Sepays, to reinforee
Cortalum. ;| Licutenant Horne followed him ; rand here the enemy
made a ftand for three days, until a battery was rifed, when,_they
all twent off in the night, leaving a gun and fome ammunition im
the fort,  Some Sepoys were left in both, and the reft of the de-.
tachment returfied to the city ; where the Nabob was making, with,
accuftomed tedioufnefs, the preparations for his departure. .

The ravages which had been committed by the Englith cavalry,: |
inthe diftris around Pondicherry, brought forth a part of  the;
French troops from Valdoor; -but not before the cavalry were gone
off with their plunder. The French detachment, feeing nothing
to oppofe them, advanced within 20 miles of Carangoly ; whichs
on intclligence of their approach, the Prefidency reinforced y

with 40 Europeans. Captain Prefton had already been fent to
command there; and on the 6th of February Colonel Coote had
deteclicu oo black horfe, -and 20 huffars, from the fiege of Arcot,
with orders, if Prefton thould think proper, to lead them agaimt the
enemy’s detachment, who, “gaining intelligehce of their march be-
fore they had reached Carangoly, retreated faft; and on the 8th, 27
huflars with their horfes deferted and came to Vandivath, - where
4 H 2 ) ‘ : they
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thc'y wete enlifted in the Englith fervice. Mr. Lally, on: hear--
ing that his detachment was retreating, - and that Arcot was
prefled, took a fudden refolution of marching with all the reft
‘of the cavalry, in order, as he gave out, either to throw reinforce-
ments into Arcot, or to retake Chittapctt by furprize, and releafe
the wounded prifoners there ; but the cavalry, when drawn out,.
mutinied, refufed to proceed with him,. and all went out of the
bounds, as if they intended to go over to the Englith garrifons ; their
‘officers however brought them back ; but fuch was the general dif--
content for want of pay, that feveral of the common foldiers were
overheard, in the night of the r1th, propofing among themfelves to
turn theguns in the ramparts '1ga1nﬁ the government houfe, as the
only means of bringing Mr. Lally to reafon. He 1mmed1ate]y re-
pxeientul the depofitions of the witnefles to Mr. De Leyrit and the -
- Council, wlto, having no money in the public treafury, propofed ex-
pedients, which Mt. Lally did not approve.  All the country in the
rear of Vandivath and Chittapett, quite up to Pondicherry, had;
been let for five years to two of the European inhabitants of the co--
lony, at the rent of 1,450,000 rupees a year : they were applied to.
in this exigency, and anfwered, that they had no money, having
been difappointed of much they expected by the lofs of Van-
~divath and Chittapett ; on which the Malabar, to whom Mr. Lally
had rented the diftriéts #¥und Arcot, whilft they remained under
his ﬁuthonty, offered to advance 50,000 rupees in ten days, and
80,000 n twenty tnore, if what remained of the diftrits let to
the two Europeans. were leafed out to him, with the addition of
all the country to the fouth of Pondicherry, as far as Chillambarum
and the banks of the Coleroon. His propofal was accepted ; but
the prefent affiftance he fupplied could not ferve long, and the fu-
ture depended on the protection of the countries : they were farmed
to him at 1,750,000 rupees a year.
This arrangement was not approved by the oouncd becaufe they
doubted of the credit and integrity of the Malabars ; and, puhapa,
becauc it was a fupereeflion of their own autliority in the admini-

« fration of the revenues. Immediately after, arrived intelligence of
¢
: the
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#re lofs of Arcot, which with that of Chiptapett fgavé new fcopeto 1 760. .
the imputations againft Mr. Lally. It was faid, that he himfelf had =——
: . ; - ¢ (Ecbruarys
declared, the one incapable of holding out four days, the other not
more than five. Why then leave in them 400 Europeans, fo much
wanted in his own army, to fall a certain prey to the Englith? But
.- this condu®, as his retreat to Pondicherry, was not wvoid of juftifi-
cation ; for,” had he withdrawn thefe garrifons, the Englith army, .
‘having nothing to apprehend in their rear, might have immediﬁtgly el
followed him to Gingee,and from thence to the adjacencies of Pondi~
cherry, when the produce of the country, {o neceflary to ftore Pon- -
= dichery, would have fallen under the power of the enemy, whom the
neceflity of reducing Chittapett and Arcot had turned another way; .
* and, befides the time they muft employ againft thefe forts, other
delays might concur to keep them ftill longer at a diftance. #
The Englith army, after the reduftion of Arcot, encamped with- -
out the town, towards Velore. The Kellidar Mortizally trembled .
for his fort ; and having been very complacent to the Englifh, fince -
the Tiench had been repulfed from before Madrafs, he now intreated _
_ the Prefidency to fpare the attack, and fent & prefent of 30,000
rupees to Colonel Coote; who refufed it, fignifying, that hé was
not empowered, either by the Nabob or the Prefidency of Madrafs, |
to levy tributes. The Kellidar replied, that it was intended-as a
homage to himfelf, a great commander, according to the cuftor of ‘1
the country ; on which the money was accepted, and approﬁiatéd il
to the general ftock of prize=money for the army. i LIS
The army had not reftored its equipments ‘ﬁxfﬁ'cientl_))‘to move
from the neighbourhood of Arcot until the 20th of February, and
even. then left behind two. eighteen-pounders and a ten-inch howitz,
which were not repaired.. They halted this day at Timery, dbd '

]

P N

500 Sepoys, with 1oo black horfe, were difpatched with Captan ﬂ
Stephen Smith againft Trinomaly. The ntxt day the army cm" ' ¥

fiderable, and a fief belonging to the king of Tanjore’, had cond
himfelf with' fo mych hofpitality to both fides, that nejthes
French nor the Nabob confidered "him as an enemy, On the

2 , : théy

camped under Arni. The Kellidar of this fort, which is mgﬂ
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2k 768/ they arrived at Chittapett, when ntelligence was received from

m Stephen Smith, that he had got pofleffion of the Rettah of Tri-

" nomaly; but that the troops in the fort feemed refolved to hold

tout. The pettah could not be maintained without the fort ; and the

pofleffion of the fort was at this jun@ure of much confequence, as its

* detachments might harrafs and interrupt convoys of provifions "

coming from the country in the rear of the army, when advanced '

¢ to.the fouthward. Colonel Coote therefore reinforced Stephen Smith
with two twelve-pounders, and 50 BEuropeans, who were French
deferters, lately incorporated into a company under the command
of one of their own ferjeants; they were called the French Volun-
teers, and were intended to be employed on hazardous fervices; but
this did not prove one; for, although the guns could not breach,
the garrifon offered on the 29th to give up the fort, if they ‘were
permitted to march out free whither. they pleafed, with their arms
and baggage ; their terms were accepted © they were 2 50 -Sepoys,
and left fix pieces of cannon, and a confiderable quantity of ammu-
nition, in the fort,. Of the Englith detachment, one of the volun-~
teers and a Lafcar were killed, and a Sepoy wounded, d_uring the

attack: LA ;

On the 23d, Rear-Admiral Cornith arrived at Madrafs, with fix
1hips of the line. They were the fquadron which had failed under’
his command from England, and met Mr. Pococke, with his fhipg,
off Pondicherry in O&ober, whom they accompanied to Tellicherry:
from whence they failed again for the coaft of Coromandel on the
1 5th of December,-whilft Mr. Pococke, with his own, was proceed-
ing to Bombay. Contrary winds and currents had retarded their pai-
fages from one coaft to the other. The crews had received very
little refrelhment from land ever fince they left England about this
time in the precedingsyear, and many were down with the fcurvy. |

The army marched from Chittapett on' the 26th, ﬁriking acrofs
the country to the s.£. On the 29th in the forenoon they arrived
and halted at Tondivanum, a town of much refort, at which meet
the high roads leading from Chittapett, Vaidivath, Outramalore,
and Carangoly, towards Pondicherry, from which place it is 30

;e miles
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mlles diftant to.the N.E. In the other dlre&mn of the country,
it ftands ‘nearly mldway between Gingee and Alamparvah on the
fea-thore; and on its left, five miles towards Alampatvah, is a forti-
fied rock, called Permacoil.. The wars between the two nations.
~ having never before brought any decifion before this place,. it had’
Hitherto remained negleéted by both : But as fgon as the French
army fell back towards Pondicherry, Permacoil became of impor-
tance to the prote&ion of the intermediate diftricts 3 and Mr. Lally,.
nnmedmtely after the defeat of Vandivath, had prevailed on the
Keladar to admit a party, with {fome cannon, into his fort;- but the.

eafy reduétion of Chittapett and Arcot-made the Kelladar repent of ‘

His hafty comphance ; and, as foon as the Englith army ‘were return--
ing from Arcot to the fouthward, he wrote to Colonel Coote, . pre-
tending, that the French party had got into his fort by furprize, ad--
vifed him to attack it, and promifed all the affiftance in his power ; -
and Colonel Coote refolved to try the fincerity of his profeflions. °
in this intention, he-fet off before the army in the laft march to:
"Tondivanum, with moft of the cavalry and two companies of Sepoys,
and arriving there. before day<break went on to reconnoitre Per--
macoil.  Befides the fortified rock, lie others of lefs hexght before
and behind it 3 thedire®ion in length of the whele plot is 1200
yards, and extends from the N.E. tothe siw.: the s.w. end of the rocks .
lay neareft toTondivanum; bit Colonel Coote, having no guide, fol--
lowed the beft ground, which brought hum ‘to the noith-caft! end,
oppofite to the northern face of the pettab, which lies under the
Weﬁeru fide of the rock of Permacoil, and extends beyond it under
part of the other rocks to the north., When near, the troops swere
fired upon by cannon from the neareft tower on the rock, and by
field-pieces and mufketry from the walls of the pettah below. Scon
after came a man, commiffioned by the Kellidar, who informed Co-
lonel Coote, that the French in the fort were 5o Enropeans, 30 Cof-
frees, and go Sepoys ; that they had got {ome guns up the rock 3 but’;
that four large pucvs of cannon, which arrived the day before, were
il mmdmmg in the pettah below 3 and offered to conduét them to
the gate 5 for, although the pettah was under, the, main rocks, the:
7 plain .
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, plain om+all fides round the walls ‘was encumbered with large frag-

S % ments, which might afford helter to the approach. Colonel Coote:

" | mmediately followed the guide with the Sepoys, ordering the horfe

to form, and keep on the left, under cover of the main rocks te
.the N. E. Yoie S {prs

The rock on which the fort of Permacoil ftands doss not extend, even
at its bafe, more than 60 yards in length.  In breadth, it isat the

northern end about 400 yards; at the fouthern not more than zo00': its

height is likewife various, beingat the narrow end 300 perpendicular .

feet, and diminithing by flopes and declivities to 200 at the other. Of
. thefe differences im the height, there is one more particularly marked,:

which crofles in 2 natural 2ig-zag of two re-entering angles, -about
the middle of ‘the mountain, and all the ground to the eaftward
behind this ridge is ;0 feet higher than the other part before it to
the weftward. 'This eaftern part is the ‘upper, and the only real -
fort ; being inclofed and fortified with high ftene walls and towers
firongly built. ' The other inclofure, although'called the lower tort,
is only furrounded with a wall of loofe ftones, and was principally
intended for the immediate refuge of the cattle’ and inhabitants on
{udden alarm. ‘The rock falls every where fo fteep, that the area of
the fortified furface above is equal to half the bafe below. The ad-
jacent rocks before and behind ate not high enough to carry any de-
' troument to its fortifications. ' '

Colonel Coote with the Sepoys, led by the guide, took poft behind
{ome rocks oppofite to.the gate-way in the north face of the pettah,
which {tands nearly in the middle of the rampart. Two large pieces
of cannon, mounted on field-catriages, were ftanding at the entrance

“of the gate-way, which was in the left fide of its projeétion ; and fome
Coffrees and Europeans,, with two field-pieces, were on the tower
juft behind to proteét them. This guard, knowing that the cavalry
in the rear could not a& on the ground where the Sepoys_ were,
ventured to fally. Colonel Coote ordered Enfign Carty to meet them,
with one of the companies of Sepoys ; which tusned out with great
alagrity, gave thetr fire, and advanced to the bayonet. 'The French
party, frartled by their refolution, ran back, and were followed {o

clofe
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“giote by Carty’s company, and they by Colonel Coote with the, 1760.

L

other, that the fugitives made no ftand at the gateway, but con- - March,.

tinued-their flight, ftill purfued, thrdugh the pettah, to the foot of -

the rock at the farther ‘end, where fteps were cut winding up to the.
upper fort, by which they efcaped into it but Colonel O’Kennedy,
the commander, who was at the fteps, and lame with old wounds,
had very nearly been taken. Here were lying twostwenty-four
pounders, of which' the garrifon had burnt the carriages, becaufe
there 'was no path to draw, and ne means to raife them, into the.
fort. As foon as the pettah was cleared of the enemy’s guards, Co~
lonel Coote pofted the Sepoys in the’ beft thelter the houfes afforded
againft the fire of the cannon in the upper fort, and the mufke-
try from the lower, which recommenced immediately, and conti-
nued through the day. The horfe were diftributed, fome under the
walls of the pettah, ready to diftnount and affift, if any defcent
thould be made ;- and the reft in different guards round the hills. In
the evening came up fix companies of Sepoys, with the French Vo-
lunteers, and an eight-inch howitz, from Tondivanum: the enemy
continued their fire through the night, and {mall parties came down
the fide of the rocks, who threw grenades, and fired mufketry; by
which a Sepoy was killed, and nine, with three Europeans, wound-
ed before the morning ; no lofs had been fuftained in the day. All °
the return was from the howitz; which did no damage in either of .
the forts, '
Before morning  pioneers and tools arrived, and fufficient "cover
for the whole was formed with earth thrown up and houfes broken
down dur'mg" which fome were employed in raifing and fixing the
two pieces of cannon, one after the other, to tran{porting carriages,
in order to carry them off, which was not executed without diffi-
culty and time ; during which, the enemy firedrdown grenades and
mufketry, but did no mifchief.
In the afternoon Colonel Coote fummioned O’Kennedy, who fent
down one of his men to receive the letter, and anfwered it with a,
_temperate negative 3 ot ‘which Colonel Coote refolved to furprize
the lower fort.. Two guides belonging to the Kellidar offered to
Yor, M 41 : ' thew

)



4

THE WAR oOF CoxoMANbEL. Book XI@L

thew the path leading up the nosth fide of the.hill, which being ex-
tremely rugged and difficult, was not likely to be fufpefted : they
proceeded with two companies of Sepoys at eight at night ; at the
fame time a platoon of Coote’s grenadiers, with another company of
Sepoys, went up the fteps leading from the pettah to the back of the
upper fort, and made a falfe attack to divert the enemy from the
real, which were forty minutesin gaining’ the fummit, when the
foremoft got over the wall' before they were difcovered. The
‘enemy’s gudrds confifted chiefly of Sepoys, and all of them affonith~
- ed' by the firft fire ran away from their different ftations, and re~
" gained the upper fort, where Colonel O’Kennedy, ignorant of the
" numbers which had got into the lower, and perplexed by the falfe'
attack, would not rifque a fally which might have recovered the
lofs ; but kept up a hot fire upon them by guefs from the defences.
along the ridge which feparates the upper from the lower fort; but
with no effeét, for the choultries ad rocks rifing eyery where af-
forded fhelter. The guides, as foon as' the party was eftablifhed..
came down with information of their fucee(s to Colonel Coote, who-
was waiting at the foot of thie path; with the pioneer company, and
the Volunteers of France, provided with ladders, gabions, and faf~
cines, and immediately procesded with them wup the hill ; where as
fbou as they had joined the party above, the whole proceeded acrofs
~ the lower fort, to efcalade the fortifications along the ridge, not-
“withftanding the garrifon was prepared to receive them. The ridge
might be afcended without clambering. The grenadiers carried the
ladders ; the reft followed, ready to mount, and in the mean time
fired up againft the parapet; from which the fire inﬁéntly became
-exceflively hot. The ladders that were firft applied  proved too
thort ; it was {uppofed: they would anfwer better in other parts, to
which they were reraoved, and tried with as little fuccefs: Never
thelefs the conteft contimued half an hour; and the Sepoys behaved
with as much eagcmefs as the Europg:ans, but many dropping or
difabled, Colonel Coote ordered the affault to ceafe. - He recejved a
wound in the knee; his aid de camp, Captain Adams, was fhot
through the hip; a ferjeant of the pioneers, one of the French Vo-
hunteers,
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Tuniteers, and feven Sepoys, were killed ; 16 Europeans and 25 Se-
_poys were wounded ¢ in the falfe attack on the uppet fort, two
" Sepoys were wounded, and Enfign Blakeney -was killed. "The next
day, which was the 3d of the month, the fire ofs the fort dimi-
nifhed confiderably, as it was fuppofed, and rightly, from {carcity
‘of ammunition. At noon, a letter came from Colonel O'Kennedy,
requefting a ceffation of 24 hours, to obtain Mr. Lally’s orders con-
cerning the furrender : this was refufed, and {oon after he fent ano-
ther letter requfting the honours of war, which were likewife de-
nied. Several Europeans and Sepoys were killed and wounded
through the day and night. Before noon of the next day, which
was the fifth of the attack, a brafs fix-pounder was got up the hill
with much difficulty by Captain Barker. There were two choultries
in the lower fort, ftanding 100 yards from the ridge and ram-
part, which divide it from the upper: one of thefe choultries was
near. the wall -which runs along the edge of the rock on the fide

over the pettab 5 and in this choultry the field-piece was planted 3

the othér was a few yards on the left, which fheltered thofe
whom it was not neceflary ta expofe. The.defences in the up-
per fort immediately oppofite to the -choultries lay in a large te-en-

tering angle, at the two extremities of which was a round tower, -

one on the edge of the rock overlooking the pettah, the other about
the middle of the ridge, which from hence falls back in another zig-
zag out of fight of the choultries. The gate leading into the upper fort

was on the left of the tower in the -middle of the ridge. The field- !

piece managed by Captain Barker battered, firing upwards out of the
choultry, againft the gate and the parapet of the tower, both which
were ruined before night ; but the garrifon had heaped earth at the
back of the gate, which continued to {top the entrance. Many of
thofe expofed in this fervice fuffered. New fraling-ladders had been,
rovided ; and the next moraing, as the troops were preparing to ad-
vance with them, the garrifon beat <he chamade, and furrendered
4t diferetion.  They were fifteen European gunners, chofen men,
ga Coffrees, and 10C Sepoys : only one of each had been killed.

There were in the fort 20 pieces of cannon, but not ammunition
el 4 either

1760.
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either for them or the mufketry fufficient to have ftood the affault,
nor had the garrifon two days provifion left. * ‘The total lofs and ca-
fualties of the Englith, through the attack, were four Europeans

 killed, and 13 wounded, of the Sepoys 40 and 70 ; thefe troops had
never behaved o well ; of their killed, one was the Subadhar, equi-
valent to the Captain of a company, and two were Jemidars, th~
next rank of officers. The gallantry of Bulwanfing, who was the
fenior of the whole body in camp, was rewarded with'a gold medal.
"T'he Kellidar, for his fervices, was continued in the fort, in which
were left a company of Sepoys, with 12 Europeans and a lieutenant.
A large detachment of the French army had advanced as far as Ma-
nour, within feven miles of Permacoil, and were in motion to throw
in a confiderable reinforcement of men and ftores, at the very hour
they heard of the arrival of the Englith army at Tondivanum, on
which they retreated towards Pondicherry.

On the 7th, Colonel Coote went from the camp at Tondivanum,
with the cavalry, black as well as Europeans, and fix companies of
Sepoys, to difcover near the bounds of Pondicherry. TlLe diftance '
to the bound-hedge was 20 miles ;. and the Sepoys, after marching
ten, wanted reft, and were left in the village of Trichimungalum.

The French troops which had been detached to the relief of Per-
macoil, had, on their retreat, encamped four miles to the weft of
the town, and three from the bound-hedge. A large collection of
fand-hills, of which the whole together is called the Red-hill, rifes
about halfa mile from the fea-thore, and a mile and half to the north
of the town : they extend four miles to the weftward, and the laft hill,
where they ceafé on this fide, 1s called Perimbé : acrofs from north
to fouth they extend two miles, and have paffable dales between:

© dire@ly oppofite to the fide of Perimbe, ftands the Fort of Villenore,
* a flrong out-poft, fityated near the north bank of the river of Arians
copang, which falls into the fea about goo yards from the wall of Pon-
dicherry, and in its courfe from Villenore formsa curve to the fouth.

The Red-hill, on the other fide the plain, recedes to the v, E. from
Perimbé to its end towards the fea. So that the interval between
Villenore and Perimbé is the narrowelt part of the plain between

the
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the river and the Red-hill, bemg here fcarcely more than a mile,
~whereas farther back it is three.  The plain as far as the bound-
liedze was occupied by country houfes, enclofures, avenues, and
arable ground. The market of the French troops was in the village
under Villenore, Temporary barracks for the European cavalry had:
heen raifed on the hill of Perimbé. Their foot and astillery were
difperfed in the houfes and enclofures which occupled the fpace
between.

Colonel Coote proceeded with the cavalry from Trichimungalum,,
not in the high road which paffeth by Valdore, but acrofs the coun=
try to the left, and came in about the middle of the Red-hill, and -
paffing through its dales appeared on the outward ridge between Pe-
rimbé and the bound-hedge. The enemy had gained notice of his.
approach, but not of the force which accompanied him; and, ima=
gining that it confifted of foot as well as horfe, fufpeted likewife thas

the main body of both might be marching to get between them and

the bound-hedge, and impede their retreat into the limits.. In this
perfuafion, all their infantry_got into march with much hurry and
confufion, to gam the avenue nearelt the Red-hill, which, as.well
as another. on its r1ght, leads to, the bound-hedge : they moved with

all their field-pieces in front, to.oppofe the fuppofed danger, which -

if real would have been the greateft : but the European horfe, which
were 250 in three fquadrons, remained on the hill of Petimbé to ob--
ferve and prote& their rear. Colonel-Coote fufpected the error;which:
occafioned the diforder he obferved in the infantry, and as faft as
his troops came up ordered the European horfe, which were
only 8o, with three {quadrons of the black, to advance, and keep
the enemy’s cavalry in check, whilft he himfelf, with the main.
bedy, crofled over to the avenue, in which the laft of their infantry
were entering ; inn whofe rear he hung, having thus feparated them:
from. their cavalry, who, feeing their danger, retreated before the
divifion advancing againft them, to. gain the other fide of the ave-:
nue on the right of their infantry, whofe flanks were already; pro--
teCted from the cavalty with Colonel Coote by the ditch omeach:
fide, Colonel Coote following the infantry, often advanced. within,

14 : 4Q>

GL

1760,
o !
March..



Maen,

Tue War or COROMANDEL. Book g

zq yards, to draw their fire; but the grenadiets of Lorrain, who
formed the rear-guard, refervedit with much difcipline. At length,
however, the foremoft troop of horfe, led by Affafbeg, a Jeradd
«of great {pirit, broke in upon a platoon, and cutdown feven of them ;
but the next troop drew 'up their bridles, and were afraid to follow
the impreflion, which otherwife promifed to break the whole co
lumn, which recovered, and continued its way as before, until they
had pafled the bound-hedge, under the redoubt of Valdore, which
terminates the avenue along which they were marching, when the
fire of the redoubt was left free, and Colonel Coote ftopped the
purfuit. In the mean while, the other divifion under the -com-
mand of Captain De Buke, had crofled over to the village of Vil-

 lenore, and routed the market-people there without refiftance, and

the black horfe with him, joined by more from the main body,
colleéted all worth the while they could carry off, and drove before
them all the cattle. The whole affembled again on the hill of Pe-
rimb¢, where they fet fire to the barracks, and the carriage of an
cfghﬁecn—pounder, for want of proper bullocks to draw it off. In the
afternoon, the whole returned to Tritchimungalum, intendivg to reft
the night there ; but a corporal of the dragoons deferting, they re-

~moved five mules farther back to Manoor ; from hence Colonel Coote

fent orders to Major Monfon, to march the army from Tondivanum
againft Alamparvah. 4
The nextday he moved bimfelf to Taliaveram, which is five miles
from Manoor to the N. E. on the road towards Permacoil 5 but few
of the black horfe accompanied him ; they were all difperfed to fe-
cure or fell the plunder they had got the day before. “They, how-

. ever, came back on the gth, and he proceeded with them from Ta-

liaveram again to the bound-hedge of Pondicherry, and obferved very
nearly, without anngyance. On his return, he went to Conymere,
where he met Mr. Bufly by appointment, who had been récalled on
his parole to Madrafs, in orderto be fent to Europe, in compliance
with the earneft importunity of the Nabob, who tegarded him
as fraught with more dangerous refources than all his other ene-

mies, and faid that if he became fre¢, and commanded, he would
7 vrotract
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protra&t the war ten years. On the 1oth Colonel’ Coote came to

Alamparvah, which the army had invefted the day before ;. but the
‘wennd he had received at Permacoil was fo: much: exafperated by
his late fatigue, that he could not any longer ftir without danger,
he therefore ordered Colonel Monfon to carry on the fiege of Alam-
parvah, but ftill continued in the camp, Vo il

The fort of Alamparvah ftands on the fea-fhore, absut'zo miles

E. N. E. of Tondivanum, 15 E. of Permacoil, and 24 to the . of
Pondicherry. It formerly belonged to the Nabobs of the province s

~and was given to Mr. Dupleix by Murzafajing in 1750, It has

many wells of good water, which is not to be found in all parts.-

of the coaft fo near the fea. The fort was of ftone, fquare, of mo-
derate extent, with four round towers at the angles, a parapeted
fauflebray,, and a wet ditch, but without a glacis. A pettah ex-

tends along the ftrand to the north, and fronts within 2z 50 yards of

the fort. An eight-inch howitz bombarded ; and a ricochet bat-
tery of two guns, to enfilade the north front from the weft, was
began in the night, and finithed before morning ; during which, a
ferjeant o/ pioneers and a Sepoy were killed. Tn the enfuing nighe,
anotner battery of three eighteen-pounders was finifhed in the pet-

tah, to batter the tower in the weft angle of the north face; and

the lofs during thefe 24 hours, was Lieutenant Angus, of Coote’s

regiment, and a grenadier killed.  Both batteries opened together at':
day-light on the rath, and i three hours difmounted moft of the -

guns, and ruined the whole line of defence ; and in the aftertoon

the Chevalier Viart, who commanded, furrendered at difcretion..

The garrifon, befides himfelf, a Lieutenant, and a fargeon, were
50 Europeans, and 150: Sepoys.. During the attack, three of
their Europeans had been killed, and twelve wounded!. There were
in-the fort 20 pieces of cannon, a howitz, and -abundanece of am-
MURIEION,

The feafon was new advancing, when the French fquadvon might-

be expected from the iflands. The lofs of Alampervah deptived chem

of the only ftatton under their command te the northward, and Ka~

rical remained the only one they had: to the fouthward of Bondi-.
: EherTy 3
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cherry ;5 buty the importance of Karical rofe with the feafon, and the
oy encreafing diftrefles of the capital ;. for beconuing, with the change

| of the monfoon, the windward fation, all their veflels arriving of
the coaft might get their firft intelligenee here, and, if the road
were not occupied by a fuperior force, were always fure of water,
and, frefh provifions from the fort, which the foreign fettlements of |
' Negapatam ‘and Tranquebar might, or might not fupply. The .
grain- of the diftrilts, which was confiderable, was gathered, and,
with whiat might be purchafed in the plentiful country of Tanjore,
would become a great refource to Pondicherry, continually lofing its
own diftriéts by the fuccefles of the army ; for it might be con-
" veyed from Karical in the boats of the country, which, favoured by
the wind and current, would almoft make the patlage in a night,
and with little rifque, even if difcovered and purfued, as they can-
keep clofe - to the furf, in fhallow foundings, and along the fhore
fivell of the fea, where veflels of European conftruétion feldom
chufe to venture. - The French government already repented of the
lofs of, fuch another poffeffion in Devicotah, although not com-
manding equal advantages; and had made a ftrong attempt to re-
cover it. On the 24th of February, a detachment from Chilam- -
brum of 30 troopers, 40 European infantry, and 400 Sepoys, with
two field-pieces, invefted the fort. On the 27th, they were joined
by 80 Europeans and Coffices from Pondicherry, when the whole in-
trenched themfelves within 200 yards of the walls. The breaches
which their garrifon had made when they abandoned it, were not
completely repaireds and on the 29th in the morning, the enemy made
an aflault o that which was moft prafticable ; the fire lafted an hour,
when they were repulled, with the lofs, as the ferjeant fuppofed, of
two officers, and zo of their Europegns and Coffrees, and more of
their Sepoys killed and wounded. They, however, during their ftay,
and on their retreat, {ent and carried away a confiderable quantity of
rain, which had Juﬁ been got up from the harveft of the diftricts.
The Prefidency of Madrafs now became anxious to get pofleffion
of Karical, before the French fquadron fhould arrive on the coaft ;

- but, as it was intended that the army fhould as foon as poffi-
ble




_ Karicar.
le encarap near Pondicherry, in order to intercept all convoys of
provifions from the adjacent country, a body of troops fufficient for
+l.c attack of Karical could not be fpared from the camp, without
fruftrating the other intention. Admiral Cornith contributed to al-
leviate part of the difficulty, by offering to proceed with all the
men of war which had arrived with him, and to land“their marines,
which were about goo ; the Prefidency provided for the reft. Allthe.
artillery and ftores for the ‘fiege, with the Chief Engineer, Mr. Call,
and a few gunners, were to be fent in the thips from Madrafs. Co-
lonel Monfon, who was to command,- was to embark from Alam-
parvah, with the company of pioneers, which confifted of 5o chaice
Europeans, and with Captain Barker to dire& the artillery. Captain
Jofeph Smith, who was efcorting the Nabob from Tritchinopoly,
was ordered to reinforce his detachment from this garrifon to the
ftrength of 1000 Sepoys, 100 European firelocks, 4o artillery-men,
and fix field-pieces; with this force, he was to march away from
wherever he might be, with all expedition ; and either inveft or -lay
before Karical, as circumfaiices permitted, until the arrival of the
fhins. - Captain Richard Smith, appointed to com:mand in T-itchi-
nopoly after the departure of Jofeph, was to fend from thence,
through the country of Tanjore, Lafcars for the fervice of the arfil-
lery, 500 Coolies to pull and carry burthens, tents, doolies for the

fick and wounded, and cattle for provifions to the fquadron as well |

as the troops on thore. The king of Tanjore was requefted to fend
his troops, and every kind of afhiftance,

The Nabob, notwithftanding his eagernefs to appear at the head
of an army in the Carnatic immediately after.the vi€tory of Vandi-
vath, Wwas not ready to move from Tritchinopoly until the ¥8th of
March, 40 days after he had received intelligence of that Tuccefs,
and a month after the French had abandonec the pagodas of Sering-
ham. Befides the detachment fromi the garrifon of Titchinopoly,
he was 1cc0mp'm]ed by 1000 haife, 1000 Sepoys, andya greater
number of various forts of good-fm -nothing mtantry, etfertained by
himfelf. They arrived at Volcéndah on the 2oth, from whence he

was folicitous to proceed towards Arcot; but C 1pt.un Joleph leth,
Vou. 11 i W, il
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in conformity to the orders of the prefidency, withed to iead him
towards Pondicherry. ‘This difference of opinion kept them fome
days at Volcondab, and as a reconciliation, by which fome feriicy
might be obtained from the Nabob’s troops, Captain Smith confented
to march againft Thiagar, which would bring them nearer Arcof,
without being removed farther from Pondicherry. But the prefi-
dency, at the fame time that they fent orders to Captain Smith to
march away with his detachment to Karical, enjoined the Na-
bob to keep with his own troops in the country to the s. of
Gingee, between Volcondah and Chillambarum, and to employ
them in reducing thefe diftriéts, and efpecially in preventing any
{upplies of provifions from being conveyed out of them to Pondi-
cherry, from whence he would have nothing to fear, as the Englifh
army would be advanced and lying between.

" Thenumbet of manned Mafloolas at Madrafs, which are the only
boats that can ply the furf, were not fufficient to carry off the
ammunition and ftores intended. for the fiege as faft as th= men of
war. could have taken them in ; and during this delay, the Falmouth
of 6o guns was fent forward, to take in Major Monfon's pazty ot
Alamparvah, whilit the other fhips were lading at Madrafs: and on
the 1 5th Colonel Coote, continuing much difordered with his wound,
came in from the camp to adjuft with the Prefidency the prize-
money accruing to the army from their late fuccefles. 10

"T'he Falmouth, flanding into the road of Alamparvah on the 16th
in the merning, difcovered a fhip at anchor clofe in fhore, about
two leagues to the northward of Pondicherry, and bore down to
her with an eafy fail, under French colours ; but the ftranger cut
her cable, and ran afhore into the furf, which being boifterous,
{he immediately bi]ggd, and all but three of the crew got athore.
e boats of the Falmouth, finding it impofiible to get the fhig off,
{et fire to her, She was the Harlem, which had been difpatched by
Mr. Moracin from Ganjam to Mergui in the month of June, and
was resurning with rice and other provifions for Pondicherry, and

had likewife tutenague and other merchandize on board, none of
: ‘ which
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T which could-be recovered ;but the lofs of- ch prgvxﬁons was. by far
| the greateft dqtrxment to the enemy.
~nTajor Monfon, with the pioneers and theu: eqmpments, embarked
| 'in the Falmouth from Alamparvah on the 25th ; the‘y anchored in
~the road of Karical at day-break on the 28th me the Cap‘tam of
| the Falmouth, Mathifon,, went in his. boat with Major Monfon to
' reconmoitre the thore. - They difcovered nio ﬁgns, cither of the > peo-
ple expefred from Richard Smith at Tntchmopbly, or the: éemch-
“ment with Captain Jofeph ; whofe inftru@ions had not reached them
i time to be as yet fulfilled. | At eight o’clock, thg g uadron, which
had likewife failed from Madrafs on the 2 sth, - appeared Major
Monfon went on board, Mr. Cornifh’s thip, and it 15 4y r‘ed not-
| withftanding they were entirely 1gnorant of thdmlaeet‘ and. tixf'ap-
~ pomted of the troops they expetted to, p:ieet 1o m‘alﬁﬁ the l;tr’i‘dmg
| nnmedlately Fifteen mafloolas accompap&a '-e ﬁnpe?wh took 1n
170 of the troops, befides the Magoas, wh : ?,

i

| row them ; thefe formed the firft divifion ~“'»~w
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 {arf byithe yawls and pmnaces of the, {'}gpr -which, 'bdm‘ Peiz

| rowers: *ook as many feldtété,aa.thcy @on,ld cairy, who {f'ofﬁét' the
| fecond divifion ; all thefe ficered for the fhore, five miles o the nosth
of the fort, The third divifion of the troops ¢ rked in: tueflong-
boats, which were mgged with fails, and ptoceede clofqm tﬂc {urf,
oppofite to the fort, and the mouth o,f a river which leads to it,
where they were to appear as if mtendmg to land by puﬂung over
. the bar of the: river, which was not impracticable, = s
A fmalt foow and a floop, which drew little water, and mounted
guns, anchored as clofe as they could oppofite to a#nlh’gﬁ Ralf-way
between the real landing and the long-boats. (}& as the yawls
and pinnaces reached the furf, they dropped thgx?«gt‘dpﬁ‘igs, and caft
off the. m"xﬂoolas, which inmediately rowed afkore, and landed the
troops i them ; then returned, and landed the fecond divifion out
of the mher bmts, when a fignal was flung out, on whlch the
long-boats came down, failing falt with the wind and current, 3
ahe troops in them were likewife landed all together by the _u 1o
| 4 Rd e
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706 the whole without: the ‘appearance of any oppofition intended by
March. the garrifon. ~As {oon as all were on'thore, they: advanced to the
_ village oppofite to which the two fmall veflels were at anchor. ane="
received by catamarans two' four-pounders, which belongedto the.
floop, and were mounted on fhip-carriages for the reliance on the
field-picces expected with Jofeph Smith had prevented any from be-
ing embarked at Madrafs. They pafled the night in the village
without alarm ; and early in the morning moved on to take poffef-
fion -of the pettah of Karical, which lay on_the north fide of the
fort, It was a fpacious town, f{eparated from the fort by an efpla-
nade of 100 yards; regular works had been traced round the other
* three fides, 'which on the weft had been raifed to four feet above the
‘ground, but the baftion in the north-weft angle was completed, and
converted into a clofed redoubt, -which mounted nine guns, and had
a good ditch all round, and a draw=bridges it was called Fort Dau-
phin': the reft ‘of the north line was: open, as was the fide to the
caft.’ The troops advancing from the north,  without a guide or
intelligence, fell under fire of Fort Dauphin, by which two men
were killed, arid two wounded, before the whole line ot under
fhelter of the buildings in the pettah ;5 which ithey entered without
mecting any  interruption i the ftreets. They took poftiin.the
church-yard, which lay about 200 yards' from the eaft fide of the
ettah, and about the fame diftance from the line of houfes front-
ing the fort. They found about thefir plenty of provifions, as well
in the houfes of the natives, as of the F rench inhabitants.

The fort of Karical ftands zoo yards: from the fea~fhore : . a river
coming from the weft firikes when oppofite to the weft fide of the
fort in'a curve to the fouth, which continues until oppofite to the
eaft fide at the diftance of 500 yards, when the channel turning
amain’ dire&ly to the eaft, in a 160 yards more difembogues into
the fea, ‘The fort was 'an’ oblong fquare, completely fortified, but
had the greateft of defects, the want of {pace ; for its internal area,
excliffive of the four baftions, Wwas no mote than 1oo yards from w.

to & andenly 5o from Nitos. The baftions admitted only thres
: ‘ guns,

4
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guns in their faces, but’each of the four curtains was covéred by a
ravelin much more {pacious than the baftions, and mounting fix. A
wet ditch ran between the three curtains to the ¥. w. and's. and ‘then'
favelins ; but on the eaft face the ditch furrounded the ravehn Iike-
_wife, and dry ground occupled the fp1ce between the reat of this
tavelin and the eaft curtain, conmnumg round the two baftions 'in
an excellent fau{Tebray, from the interior angles of whichithe ravelin
projécted. A covered way well palifaded, and a complete glacis, fut- -
rounded the whole,’ neverthelefs the exterior extent, meafuriﬁg acrofs
from the foot-of the glacis, was in the longeft dire@ion, 'that from .
E. to w. not more than 200 yards; and the pettah ottltretched this
[face 200 yards ‘on-cither hand. "The garrifon "had ‘ltely deftroyed
- the line of buildings in the pettah, whlch fkirted the efplanade,
and had been fuffered to rife within6o yards of the foot of the
glacis; ‘but this demolition added only 4 {pace of 40 ydﬁla to the
efplanade; and that not clear ; for the' ruhbtﬂ‘l not bemg yet: res
moved fill afforded. fome fhelter. | it ok ghes IR
“‘As’foon as ‘the Englifh troops had taken pbﬁ'&‘ﬁon of thk%ﬁtah
My Call; with the pionéérs, marched, and took poﬂefﬁbﬁ of a fa-

luting-batery; 'which lay near the mouth of the river, where Wwas .
likewife the flag-ftaff for the road. ) The fort fired fiercely as they

L.
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were paﬁing, but ‘did no harm; and in the night the pioneers be-
gan to conftfu& a battery near the river on the efplanad which .

was clear quite up to where the river changes from the curve it has
made, and ftrikes ftreight to the fea : they were not: mterrupteq in
their work 3 neither did the troops m the pettah receive - any alarm
from the garrifon. © The next evening a ten-inch' mottar was landed,
and at ten  at night began to bombard Fort Dauphin, The range
was exa@ly gained at the firfk fhell, and only thirteen were fired
befors the guard, confifting of §o men, abandoned 163 and know-
ing ways of which the Englith troops sere not "q:pnmd ‘gained the
fort without interruption. ' About, the fame time twelve gunners
{ent from Poudichery, who had*14iided at. T'ranquebar, ‘got inte the
fort, notwithftanding a company of ‘marines were ' looking’
them, who kept too far from the fea-fhore, whilft the gunn
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velled along the ‘beach until they catde ta the FIver, Wh‘én they con-
tinued under the bank unperceived by the pioneers employed in con-

Marcl
el firuéting the battery.

" The. cover afforded by the pettali détermined ' the ‘atrack ‘to be
. carried on agamft the north face of the ‘fort ; and the gteater extent
of the efplanade to the caft, which 1s° 500 yards (whereds to ‘he
-weft it is interrupted by the curve of the river at 300) gave the pre-
ference of the enfilade from the eail, which of confequence detet-
~mined the breach to be in the north-eaft baftion, and on its niorth
face.. Accordingly, three batteries were marked out ift the pettah,
. ohe. to breach, and one on each hand to take off thé defences in
- the battery to the eaft, two of the guns gn‘ﬁlad_e& the north line
' in its whole length, and the other .two plunged into the oppofite
ravelin; and ‘acrofs into the. ravelin on t-bs?' fouth : fo that every part
" of the fort would be laid under firc. ‘Sailors were landed with the
heavy artillery from .the thips,, and affifted in drawing them, and
the other {ervices mfually allotted to bullocks and coolies 5 for all the
‘neighbouring villages were . deferted, and fupplied neither man nor
heaft ; and no tidings arrived of the Captain Jofeph Smith’s detacii-
_ment, nor of the affiftance expected from the garrifon of Tritchi-
nopoly; and the king of Tanjore avoided all correfpondence with the

- armament. b 5t ' '
Captain Jofeph Smith received the orders of the prefidency on the
_24th, the day be was fetting out with the Nabob from Volcondah,
agein{t Thiagar ; e immediately turned his march to Karical ; and
the Nabob, unwilling, to remain with_enly his own troops in the
middle of the Carnatic, determined to march with the detachment.
The neareft road Jeading from Volcondah towards Karical falls upon
. the Coleroon, /go” shiles. M. N. W, of the city of Tanjore. ' Having
- crefled the tiver, which is there fpacious, you contiue fo Comba-
comutn, which ftands five miles farther, on the bank of the firft arm
of thie:Caveriy and beyo;u_d this 1s anotile'r arm to crofs, before you
join the:toad leading eaft to the fea-fhore : much of the ground
batween the rivers is funk in marfhes, and the better ground is over-

sflowed in rice-fields, without any continued road, whizlk greatly re-
tard

2
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tard ‘the paflage of carriages’s and the way between Volcondah and
Karical being 120 miles, thesmarch can fearcely be performed in
Jefs than ‘ten days 3 but Captain: Smuth hed received his orders to
advance only four days before the armament anchored at Karical,
whofe ignorance ‘of the impoffibility of his appearance aggravated
their anxiety concerning the arrival of the French fquadron, which
intelligence, artfullyinculcated from Pondicherry, led them to expeét

‘from day to duy when all the marines and foilors muft: have been -

reimbarked, and Major Monfon would have been left with enly
6o Europeans, and without a field-piece. A 3 N BT
However, thefe apprehenfions only encreafed their activity. an-

‘puthing the attack. The ten-inch mortar, which had been employed

1760, .
N ee? 1
March..

. againft Fort Dauphin, was removed on the z1it, and threw fhells - -

all night. The garrifon returned round and grape froin their cannon,

and even ufed their mufketry, although all they fired at was under
cover, or out of reach : this early profufiofi of ammunition is| rarely:
followed by vigorous defence at extremityi'! it 'the morning (of  the

1t of April the two embrafures on the-rig’ﬂtt’df the qmﬁladb)ga.h;mﬂ_
tery to the eaft were opened.’ "Fhe paflage into the:covered way lay
oppofite to this battery, leading through the glacis on. the left fage

of its angle projefing to the eaft, and the gm’i"ifon had lain.a_xow:
gic projecung tada «

April.

of wood and palmiras in front of the barrier gatey which clofed this - -

paffage at the foot of the glacis, in order to conftruét a baﬁtegy_ there
with thefe materials. The ten-inch mortar fometimes threwv cargafles
of fire-balls to'fet them afire, but without effect ; and. two royalss of
which the fhells are § liches and 5 twelfths diarueter, cotitinually,
bombarded the fort.  In the morning of the :2d; the other two
embrafures were opened in the enfilading battery: At ten o’clock,
arrived Captain Richard Smith  from Tritchinopoly with - Lalcars,
oxen, ecoolies, and flofes ; and the Nabob came up likewile with, 1000
horfe and fix companies of Sepoys, whom Captain Jofeph Smith had
fent forward, as the rains and the ‘baduefs of the roads retarded the
carriages and baggage of his dotachment, with which he remained to

- bring them on. This remforcement afforded : troops -fuﬁdﬁpﬁéﬁo
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inveft ‘the’ fort all round.. In' this day,the enemy’s’fire. was cx-
ceffive, and difmounted one' of the guns at the enfilading battery,
and endamaged all its embrafures ;5 but all were reftored during. the
‘night, and the fame number of guns. began to fire again. the next
‘morning, which was the 3d of the month. At eight o’clock of
this day, Captain Jofeph Smith came up:with the reft of  his detach-
“meént, which were 1 30 European mufketry, thirty artillery-men, two
field-pieces, -and five companics of Sepoys. = The enzmy during the
“night finithed two ‘embrafures in one. face of their battery at the
barrier, which pointed againft the enfilading battery ; and traces ap-
| peared of another face toithe north, which feemed intended to {cowr
"sthe oppufite ftrest of the-pettah, acrofs which the attack had thrown
* ,up a flight retrenchment. : VN .
. Eacly the next morning, the breaching, battery in the centre
ftreet opened with, three twenty-four pounders againft the . face
. of the w.u. baftiony at.the diftance of 150 yards, and was, fo well
| ferved by Captain Barker,, who attended. it, that in three rounds
the enemy quitted the three guusian the face attacked, and in lefs
" ‘than an hour all the merlons were beat down ; .the .other face had
‘before been much fhattered by the enfilading battery, which had
likewife nearly ruined the north face of  the gaft ravelin: fo that
j- ';neither of the batteties liad occafion to fire more than a fhot now and
~then through the reft of the day, Sepoys wete pofted in the ruins
‘of the boufes, who kept up a, conftant fire through the night on the
baftion and ravelin, to prevent the enemy from placing fand-bags
“to repair them. By,thenexp morning, which was the sth of the
‘month, and the toth fince the landing, a battery,intended to deftroy
 the eaft face of the north ravelin, was_almoft, completed, and the
‘other againft ‘the w.w. battion quite finithed ; -but the guns for
‘neither were yet landed from the fhips. Intelligence was received,
ghat 2'detachment of 450 infantry, and 1 5o European horfe, were
arrived at Chillambarum from Pondicherry, intending to advance and
interxupt the fiege. Theébreacly; though broad, could not be mounted
‘without clambering, and ithe immediate accels to, it was ftill de-

‘fended by the ditch, to which the befiegers had not yet approached,
' and
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and by the parapet of the faufle-bray, -which remained undamaged :
‘but the gate of the barrer leading through 'the glacis ‘o the eaft -
ravelin, had been beaten down by ricochet thot flying over ‘the bat-
tery, which the enemy had raifed before it. The bafcul, or catpentry,
which raifed and let down the draw-bridge before the .. face of
the eaft rayelin, had likewife been fhot away, and the biicfgc fallen
into its place, and the garrifon had not yet deftroyed it to interrupt
the paflage, which thus remained clear to the ravelin. Whegat:cw"ay
leading through the curtain into the fort was at the back of this
ravelin : and the fame fire had deftroyed the gates which clofed it,
nor had any thing been fubftituted to ftop the paflage ; fo that, if.
the ftorm had been immediately and defperately attempted this way,
_the enemy had nothing to oppofe it, but the arms in their hands.
_All thefe circumftances Major Monfon did ot know ; ‘but the com-
mandant of the fort feared, and anfwered the fummons by requefting
to march away with the honours of wart o which Monfon re-:
plied, that the whole garrifon muft become prifoners of war 3 but.
that the inhabitdnts fhould be leftin poffeffion of their houfes¥in the
pettah, the officers have their"baggage, and the’ Sepoys might_go .
where they pleafed. The terms were ‘accepted 3 and the Englifh

FRE L it b ety
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troops marched i at two in the aftetnoon. The garrifon o R

of 115 Europeans, of whom 101 were military, ‘ya‘ﬁ’w@g» '{iﬁﬂ‘a ‘

250 Sepays. " Befidés fmaller arms and ftores, ‘there were in ‘the
place 155 pieces of cannon of all forts, and n“in’e mortars, with a
jarge ftock of ammunitién for both. Only five men were Rilledin
the defence, and ih the attack only three Europeans, one of wham .

was a Dalor, and five wounded. ' Never perhaps twas' o great

armament prepared, ‘to fuceeed ‘with (o litthe 1ofs, execpting when
A >

Delabourdonnais took Madrafs in 1746. "
Neverthelefs, the capture wis well worth the exettion : as befides
the advantages of fits fitvation with refpeét to the fea, it afforded |

the French a conftant and certain inlet to the territorics of Tunjore, ,

and by vatious purchafes and ceflions from the government they

had acquired diftricts round the fort, containing 113 villages, ‘of
which the farms, with the cuftoms of the port and tov
Vou. 1L '

i1, ‘mever -
+ b produced !
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Pmdawd lofs 'than 306,000 pagodas a year, {ufficient for the expence
of the gamifoni) “As the fort'was oo fnall, all. the European inha-
bitants bl hsie houfestin the peteah, which were wel built, as”
were many of thoefe belongmg to the matives, and room was left and
‘marked for:more to both. | The Nabob derived no advantage by this
fuceefs; beyond the detriment it occafionéd to-his enemics : -foria
metnber of the council of Madrafs had been fent in the fquad;bn, to
mgotmte with Tanjore for the redemption of the diftricts.
cFYllie abfcndglaf Colonel Coote' and Major Monfon had left the
main’ army to’ the' ‘command: ‘of Major Robert Gordon, who moved
. with it from Alamparvalion the '28thof March, ‘and on the 1ft of
Afmk m&mpbﬁdtl(ﬂllenorc, from svhenee hedent forward a detach-
ment'of obfervation; to.take poft at Manoory within five niles of
Valdore. ' The fweep of Country to the weftward of Killenore as
“farias Wﬁpw&m, which lies 20 miles due weft of Pondlchelrv,
‘aboundsin cattle, and is as fertile as any part of the Carnatic, and
mmbd at this time, 4 the | French territory. became every day
WMmicnbﬁd,xhdn laft refource for provifions. ~All the coun-
tries, whicl had been reduced to'the fouth of Chittapett and Vandi-
vath as far as'Permacoily had been let by the Prefidency of Madrafs
“to'a Malabar, ‘named Ramalinga, who accompaniéd the army: ready
to'rent ‘more, and kept feveral companies of irregular Sepoys’ with
bim, to placeas guards in new diftrits, as'reduced. . By his advice,
Major Gordon refolved to fend a detachment againft Villaporum.
ﬂﬁiﬂ%@ﬂﬂdggmﬂes@vaud the way lay between the. garrifon
«of Gingee on ane hand, and of Valdore on the other.. The detach-
ment confifted of 200 black horfe, and five companies of Sepoys,
ander the command iof captain Wood, and the renter accompanied
with his people. Thcy marchked from Killeniore on the 3d of April,
alittle afier {un={e€; and, pafling through Vicravandi, captain ' Wodd,
with the hokfe, arrived before Villappruimy st ten the next morning,
but the Sepoys'did not come up uitil two in the afternoon. 'The
beft mtelligence that could be obtained, seported, that there were
igoor Sepoys dnd 400 horfein the place; and at fix, as foon as the
Sepoys were refrethed, Wood led them to the attack, which could
only




only be made' by fcmmblmg up the wall, as they hadino ! ladders.
Eight or ten got up to the parapét, but threel or, foursmounting at
the' fame time were killed, which deterred thofe who were next from
following, and flung the whole into confufion, on which the enemy
{allied, but the hmic rode in between, and drove them baeks The
Sapov rallied again in the pettah, and wete preparing ladders. to
elealiadeDefore day-break ; but'at ‘eight o’clock at mgg; the garrifon:
abandoned the fort. -Captain” Wood  ‘placed: three. O the regular
- companics of 8epoys, and 200 of ‘the renters, to! garrifon it, under
the command of an Enfign’; and at tenfat ‘night fet out on his return
with the cavalry and the' other ‘compahy of Sepovs. The%armed
at'one in ‘the'morning at Vicrivandi, where hes left this company,
and, proceeding, réjoined the camp a little after funrife Wrthq,shc
cavalry, which 1ccomphﬂxed this march of 6o miles in' 36 hours. -
Since the retreat of the French army, rhmnmuntrma tdiﬂhe weft-

1"Il‘d of 'Villaporum and Gingee, and the forts intended tol prote&

them, had, hke this, been left to the defence of fuch troops. ggm
renterd’ chofe to levy and maintam ; and in the end ofid '
‘Captain’ Airey, who commanded in Chittapett, and from: thwéemm;
T'rinomaly, fént a detachment of Sepoys to'ambla the garrifon. there
to 'take the field, which in a ‘few: days drave the “guards jout of
Soolabgur, Thicalour, and ‘Trivaneloor s thefe three forts had ﬁe&n
taken pofleffion’of by Mahomed Ifloof and Kiftnarew: of 'Tlnagar,
whilft they were ravaging the ‘countries adjacent torthem during
the fiege of Madrafs. «Soolabgur is fituated on a hill 1§ miles s.s. W,
and-T'ricolour on the plain 20/ miles s. of Trinomulye Trivklanoor
ftands 1o miles s. E. of T'ricaloor,and 20°s. w.of Villapornms ‘The
French garrifon of Gingee on the one fide, and of Thiagar on the
other, were the nearéft to protedt thele lefler. forts 5 but both were
too wnuch alarmed for thelr own f{afety, to rifk ‘any  deachments
abtoad : the ofie by the Nabol’s camp then at. Voleondah, the other
by the anh{h army at Killenore, Kiftnarow, after the' lofs af
Thiagar in the. preceding month of June, had remathed iswith the
Nabob at Tritchinopoly, and, after theé nd:ory of Vandivath, ebtained
his permiffion to aft as' a free-booter in ‘the French dlﬂu&x and,
ARy lmma
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“havisigy  plonder 'to offer; eafily enlifled a number of lorfe, with

which he accompanied the Nabob  to Volcondah, and from. thence

'trovped away to the/country about Clitlambaran, iwhere  they were

_cdtrying on all kind of ravage, at the time that Captain Wood
.marched and took Villaperum. _ ‘ ol

 «Colonel Coote recovered of his wound, rejoined the army at Kille-

_nore-on the yth yand the next day, after reconnoitring Valdore; fent

-off 350 0f the black horfe, to join Kiftnarow in the country about Chi-

lambarum ; 4o that a chain of troops, or pofts, was now eftablithed,

which encireled Pondicherry'in a fweep of 70 miles, from that place

to¥llamparvah. - On the 1oth, a large number of Sepoys were feen

miakehing into Valdore from the Gingee road: they were what femaun-

ed of the body commanded by Zulphacarjung, who, when driven out

' of the pettah of Arcot by captain Wood, continued, until this. fort

was taken, at the back of Velore, encouraged for fear of accidents by

Mortizally. - From Velore he marched to Gingee 5 and Mr. Lally,

vielding to the reprefentation of Mr. Deleyrit, and the general dif-

.couragement, repreffed his prejudices againft thefe troops, and re-

called them to aét again with the European force. = Zulpharcarjung

weft a part of his Sepoys to reinforce Valdore, and marched on with

the reft into Pondicherry. " A : e ) | '

" ‘THé next day Colonel Coote advanced the army to Manoor, and

fent. forward Major Robert Gordon, with a large ‘detachment, to

take: poffeffion of the pettah under the fort of Valdore; the day

: uﬁk;lﬂh&cwm mmb;-lmﬁmugﬁc ap the reft of the army, and

| encamped at Cartaricopum, a' village about a mile to the eaft, nearer

Pondicherry. Inithe night, two batteries were commenced, and

{hells thrown, wiich the gatrifon anfwered by fhot, and both were

employed without arifehief. - The next day all the cavalry, not on

duty, were detached; ander the comtnand of a Lieutenant, to re

connoitre : and proceeded to the hither end of the Red-hill. 'The

French ‘eavaley with fome platoors of infantry advanced towards

them, and made fome evolutions as intending to fallon their flanks,

which the Englifh cavalry prevented by contrary metions, and re-

' ' turned

i}
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urned to camp. - They had percetved at a diftancea large eloud of
daft, 'ds of trocps with cannon, advancing from Pondicherry.' 0 1.

The fort of Valdore ftands ‘nine miles n. N.w. of Pondicherry: .
Its form is an exaét parallelogram, {quaring with the compafs; aund
extending 300 yards from E. to w. and 210 from N, to's. It isditu-
atdin aplain, and its original fortifications, like the genérality of
the forisin the country, were a rampart with: towers; ‘a faufle-bray,
and a ditch:  Mr. Dupleix, had raifed a glacis on the north-fide,
and had converted the center tower on this fide, and that in the s. w.
angle, into baftions with faces and flanks; but the pettah, which
is to the weft, remained within 1 50 yards of the wall : fo that the
vicinity of Pondicherry was its beft defence. Juthe shorning of the
14th, one of ‘the batteries opened; it fronted and battered the tower
in the north=weft angle with one guny and with the other took off
the defences of ‘the next tower in the weft walli g w o

The dift feen the day before was from a body of troops marehing
to encamp under Villenore. The intelligence of 'the prefent day faid
they were thie whole army, and that Mr. Lally intended to. atrack
the Englith camp by furprize in the ‘enfuing might, which aeter-
mined Colonel" Coote to reconnoitte them himfelf when' the fun
abated in ‘the afternoon. All the cava}ry mtwm divifions, each ac-
companied by five companies of ‘Sepoys, marched with him. When
arrived at ‘the Red-hill, oppofite to Villenore, he proceeded ‘wlong
the foot of it with one of 'the ‘divifions, and: feot the other actofs
the plain, to exaniine the encmy’sout-pofts on that fide, whilit his
owa divifion came oppofitéito a body of Europeans, with two field-
picces drawn up in the high road neareft the hiil; leading to the
bound<hedge. They cannonaded, but at too great a diftance; and
Colonel Coote continiied under the!fide of ‘the hill until /darks in

order to perfuade the encmy:that he intended topatrole the field all

19

night ; but returned foon after to the camp,  Five or fix Sepoys

and 4 hotfe were killed in this fetvice, In the fiege, one of the guns
in the battery was ruined by the fire of the fort. Shells oamnucd
through the night, and the next. morning, which ‘was the 15th, ghe

4 other

L
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i1560..  other batteg'y was completed and Qpened It faced the tower in the
7 Baw augle, zmd the fire from both continiued through the day ‘as
i hot as it could be ﬁfe]y kept up. The whole of the French troops
had aﬁ'e.mbled ;ﬂ: Vlllenme durmg the night, and pufhed on ad:
vanced poﬁs, whlch, in the morning, began to fkirmith with thofe
of thc camp where all,’ exceptmg the men at the lnttench shdre
kbpt in readinefs to turn out the Ifnc, but the enemy’s mah body
did not advance.’ Intclhgcnce was' répeated” of their ‘intefitions to
.attack the camp this mght as the night before : on which Colonel
- Coote ﬁrum all the tenits at funiet, as if he mecant to clmnge his
mund but pntrhcd them again it the fame place after dark ; but
lﬁ thﬂ toops lﬁy on dmr attns undl day-light.” The howitz cori-
‘t;nued through the mght and in the morning the batteries, which
_ had been much impaired, rénewed their fire as violently as”the day
before.  The fkigmifhes likéwifc recommnenced between the out-
guarde of both 1hm¢s. At two in the afternoon, both beaches 2 ap-
peared pra&xcable s and a deferter, who at this hour efcaped from the
fort, reported, that the garrifori had nearly expended all their am-
_munition, and were inclined, if not immediately relieved, to fur-
« yender 5 on which Celonel Coote ordered Major Gordon, who ¢om-
mlanch the. attack, to fummons the commandant at four o’clock, at
‘ whfch ‘hour he thould" proceed himfelf with the main body from the
_ca,,mp, and offer battle to the enemy’s ; which if they avoided, and
.the garrifon refufed to {urrender, Ma_]or Gordon was to ftorm the
hreaches, and Q,olm;el Coote would fend afliftance; ‘but, if the
cuemy’s u‘my came | to an cngagcment 6 e e miarch from
“the battesies with his dwxﬁon, and form the third line in the order
of battle. Accordmgly the main body advanced a mile and a half
_from the camp, and halted in'fight of the enemy, who only {ent
forward their Eurgpean cavalry and fome Sepoys, which were met by
parties of the Englifh cavilry, European and black, fupported likewife
by Sepays, and fome were wounded on both fides by fire-arms, but no
charges made band to hand. At fix o ‘clock, Colonel Coote recéived
wopd that the g"uufon of Valdore had confented to furrender without

terms thc next mornmg, and had given up the outer gate, on which
he
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o returned with the line to the camp. * The gavrifon confifted of a :
i teut a g aAtaes FO AR TR 1R 1

captain, a lieutenant, So -other Europeans, and 28e Sepoys : they iy

had loft only two men killed, and three wounded ; and the Englifh
not more.  There were in the fort 25 pieces of cannon, and Jome

paddy. Colonel Coote, as foon as he had taken poﬁ'cﬂ%n, detached

200 of the black hotfe, with 300 Sepoys, under the ’cb‘iﬁlfh':iri.&‘f:of

Afiatusg, to take Trivadi, in which were fome Se pb;f'é th‘:lt"P‘t'd;
teGted the diftfié, and gathei‘ed the produce for the .%(‘;vif:e}iéh govém%
ment. 1 e Aok
Of the French prifoners which had been taken i the late fuccefles,
the Prefidency. of Madrafs had inlifted 60 of _t}}qfe_gdn’ﬁ,iéﬁ aiyni,
" and “nt them®to the camp. Thefe men, as foon as *théyr""‘"
“before Valdore, fo near their own army and their capital, deferted
daily,. and 40 of them were gone before the place was reduced ; f
fome of the company of French Volunteers likewife went off, al- |

though they had hithérto behaved with as much fpirit as if f Liting

3 ¥ e e ¢ A 120 ! SEERE Ry ] sh bl 8 k&2 - ’
wnder, inftead of againtt, their own colp?:s. But as foan a:s ﬂ&‘afe‘ *
A s -~ i d i A SBts 7 g,

fell, new deferters began to come oOver 1om the enemy, three, four,

and fivein a day s neverthelefs all that remained of. thofe {ént from
. Ii'e B0 11 N
Madrafs were returned , thither to be confined again, for tﬁ‘cpcr .

of their comrades. ' S R e S ‘. ""”'7-" .
On the 19th, Colonel Coote wen‘t“opt again ’n the ﬂﬁéﬁﬁwh,
with the cavalry, and fix compahies of Sepays, to }?CCQ'!mOitf‘e"é{x
the Rcd—]ini; the French cavalry, {upported likewife by {omé \Sc-
poys, came out, and advanced along the neareft avenue, 'bu'f 9‘1{1_y
the Sepoys on either fide engaged, and that with diftant fiing, until
four field-pieces came up from Villenore, on which Colouel Coote
returned to the camp. . Two of his black horfemen were Killed, and ..
the horfe of atrooper, with five Sepoys, wounded. iR e
During thefe operations of the 1_nnin army, ' Cglf):lclvl\‘lonf?ﬁ wils
advaneing with his divifion from Karical, The T rench prifoners
taken there were fent to Trntehinopoiy, under the oftort of two
companies of Sepoys, and of 60 of the Europeans, wl‘io _had»bce‘n
drawn from that gagrilon on this fervice 3 two other of tll@féi;t‘omf
panics, and two lent by the Nabob, with 12 Buropeans, Were Ie‘ft
n

T'¢.
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“in Karical.  Captain Jofeph Smith, with the reft of his command
ﬁqm‘fl”rii‘éﬁinopoly, '.of which go were artillery men, remained, as
did half the marines from the fquadron; the other half, with all
the battering artillery, were re-embarked. The Nabob with his
troops, likewife accompanied Major Monfon. ‘They moved on the
1oth of April, and continued by the road along the fea-thore, unfil
they came to the mouths of the Coleroon near Devicotah, wher. they
firuck to the weft, and paffed the river in its fingle channel, oppo-
fite to the pagoda of Chilambarum. At the paflage, they were
joined by Kiftnarow, with his party of horfe, who a few days be-

" fore had intercepted two companies of Sepoys, efcorting three tum-
rils of ammunition to Chilambarum, which he took, having ™*led
and difperfed all the Sepoys, and gathered up their arms. Major
Monfon fummoned this place on the 1gth 3 and on refufal, two
eighteen-pounders were difembarked from the {quadron, which was
at anchor off the bar of Devicotah. They were brought on cata-
marans up the Coleroon, and joined the camp the next day. The
flender walls of the pagods would not have refifted a fingle fhot,
and, althongh tlic French had projected redoubts at the four angles,
a# 1 one in the middle of the north, and another of the fouth wall 3
thefe works had only been carried up a little way in earth, and
could only {erve for ca'ghon fired in barbette 3 fcaﬂbldings had been
eteed for mufketry, and there was a gun in cach of the towers at
the angles. In the twilight of the evening, the garrifon, perceived

. the artillery-men of the camp bringing fafcines to the {pot where

. the "batter ""'iv;‘w"mﬁqhdcd, and miftook the fafcines for fcaling-lad-

ders s Bq%}ﬁcﬁ the officers held a confultation, which did not re-

(olve. until miduight; when the camp, to their great furprize, faw
2 number of torches held out together upon the wall, and difcovered
amoneft them a white flag, which the torches were illuminating;
The fignal of furrender was accepted ; fome troops advanced to the
ate, and were admitted on tne promife of good treatment to the -
arrifon 3 which confifted of eight officers, and 40 other Europeans,

‘F'he next day, the marines were fent to Devicotah, to be re-embarked

on the fquadron 3 and Kiftnarow, with his horfe, was detached to

I deftroy




abk XTI - - CuppALORE. Mgr. PocockE.
eftroy the French diftriéts about Cuddalore. This way lay the
neareft road to Valdor‘i ; but Major Monfon, imagining that: Mr.
Lally might poft a force at Cuddalore to interrupt the march of his
own, which was not ftrong in Europeans, if they fhould take this
route; and, being unwilling to expofe the perfon of the'Nabob to
an; “.nger, refolved to turn inland, and attack Verdachelum ; from
whendc. he might proceed to Valdore, keeping the main body of the
army between his own divifion and Poudicherry. _ ¥
The enemy kept only Sepoys in their ftation at Trivadi, who
abandoned it on the approach of Aflafbeg’s detachment, although
- they cime without cannon. Encouraged by this eafy fuccefs, Aﬂ?ﬂg@g
“proceeded towards Cuddalore, where the fame panic had prev led,
and no troops remained to oppofe his entrance; but the town wis
tot entirely deferted by the inhabitants. ‘This ftation was of
much utility, as the road was in fight, and at thss feafon to wind-
ward of Pondicherry : two companies of Sepoys were pofted in
the town ; the houfes of the faftory we.= prepared to ferve as an hofx
pital to the fquadron ; bullocks were fent off o fupply the thips with
frefh provifions ; and the few boatmen remaining in the town re-

ceived encouragement to colle& more of their own craft from it

fereut parts of the coaft, . On the 25th Rear-admiral Cornifh an-

chored in the road, with the fix men of war from Karical, and on
the 2gth was joined by Admiral Stevens, with four more from Bom-
bay : they were part of the nine, which compefed Mr. Pococke’s
fquadron i the pre@(ﬁng yéar, two of which were arrived hefore
with Mr! Cornith. OF the three others, the Salifbury was not coms
pletely repaired, and the Cumberland had not entered the doek
when Mr. Stevens failed; the Yarmouth remained, in confe~
qﬁenceﬁ of ordets from the admiralty, to convey Mr. Pocockg to
ingland, from whence he had been ablent five years.  All the pre-
fidencies followed him with the moft grateful acknowledgements of
tlie eminent fervices he had rendered the nation during his conti"l
nuance and command in the {eas of India, which he completed, by

efcorting fafely from St. Helena, in the heat of the war, 13 fail of the.

company’s Thips retutning from their fettlements, whieh afrived in
Vor. 1L 4 M Englang
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766, England in the O&ober following, and were the richeft fleet that
RN had ever entered the T'hames at one time. :
pril. VAT IAY TN A : : ;
The two armies. had continued-in their refpettive encampments,
ht, and continually alarming one

their advanced guards in full ﬁ‘g
another; and on the 27th at day-break, the French cavalry, with,

5o of their nfantry, attacked a poft of Sepoys and black ‘horfe;
killed fix or feven of each; and wounded more ; and loft them%lves
two huffirs killed, and their officer, with feveral wounded.

Nothing of confequence pafled for feveral days after, and in the
‘night between the firlt and fecond of May, the whole French army
decamped from Perimbé, and retreated clofe to the bound-ledge,
leaving only an advanced poft with two.guns about half a mil. /in
front of the main body: Colonel Coote went in the afternoon,
with his ufual efcorte of horfe and :Sepoys, to reconnoitre their po-
fition, and, advancing too near, feveral of kis Sepoys were killed by
the fire of the cannon from the advanced poft.

Major Monfon with..his d*.ion, and  the Nabob. with his
troops, arrived before Verd-Chelum on the 26th. ‘This place ftands
66, miles . N. w, of Chillambrum, and 60 s. W. from Valdore. It

is extenfive, and was originally a pagoda, and although converted
into a fort by the addition of towers at;the angles, and projected
‘mafles of mafonry in ecach of  the fides as gateways, fhill continued
of very feeble defence againft cannon. It feemed therefore only .
to acquit his militacy honour, that the commanding officer refufed
to {urrender on. the firft fummons ; for the next day, on the ap-~
pearance of the two eighteen-pounders in battery, he of his own ac-
cord threw out the white flag, and furrendered at difcretion.  His
befides himfelf and another officer, 13 Europeans, and -
150 Sepoys: This place as well as Chillambrum was delivered over
to the Nabob, who gave them in charge of his own Sepoys, and put
both sarfifons under ‘the command of Kiftnarow. He was here

his brother, Maphuze Khan, who when leaft expeted,
and joined Ma-

garrifon were,

- joimed by ‘
had left tlee Pulitaver in the beginning of January,
hoted Mbof at Tinivelly; from whence he was fent, with an ef-

corte, to Puducotah, the principal town of the polygar Tondiman,
- where
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“wheré he remained, ftill full ‘of fufpicions 'of the evil intenfions of
the Nabob, until cncounged to truft him ' by'repsated affurances
from the Prefidency, that no harm thould befall him. ‘He artived with
very few attendants, and had not money to entertain more. . From
Verdachelum, the troops contind®l their route by Villapowm and Vi-
‘oravindi, and -arrived at Valdore on the 3d of May. The Nabob re-
" 'man~d'in the camp until the roth, much delighted with the army’
and commanders, who had reftored him to fo great a part of his_
dominions. * He then PlOCCCdCd to- Madrafs, in order to regulate
with the Prefidency the modes of adminiftration in the countries
which had been recovered. A 4 SRS
“v'he French, when they abandoned Cuddalore, demohfhed‘ &he
panpcts of the baftions, took down the three gates, and made fe-
veral breaches in the rampart, and the whole face of the town fiont-
ing ‘the fea never had aswall,  Several mformations had been latély
received, that Mr. Jally intended to retake Cuddalore, of which
Colonél Coote advifed ‘the officers t.re; and warned them to keep
{pecial ‘guard. On the 1oth at nigh; woo Furopeans, w1th"60
huffars and three comp'mles of Sepoys, entered the town, 1 rbrjztd

!

Yy,

‘*--v—l
May.

and difperfed the Sepoys, andiadvanced to the hofpital, whare-qﬂyky 2

took ‘five furgeons, fix petty officers, and 48 failors and marings be-

longing to'the {quadron, moftly fick, whom they carried aWav, hahd

left none of ‘theif own men to maintain the place.  "The next-day,
4 reinforcement of two companies of Sepoys, with 20 of the Eu-
ropean horfe, and-a field-piece, under the command ‘of Lieuténant

Fltzgemld were fent-into the town from the camp, and 6o marines

‘swere landed from the fquadron. At four in the enfuing fnom-
ing, whilft it was yet dark, a ftronger pasty than the night before
entered the town again, and took the field-piece 3 but, finding more
* refitance than they expeted, retreated over the rivers towards Fort
St, David, of which the fortifications had been fo completely  de-
molifhed, that a ﬁngle redoubt ' was not left to give poft to'a
company ‘of infantry. - Lieutenant Fitzgerald, with: the huflars' and
{fome Sepoys, for all would not move, and none of the marinés,’ fol-
lowed, and hung in their rear, until they had recrofied thie Panar

4 M2 beyond
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_'1;7' o. beyond Fort St. Dayid ;. where the enemy abandoned the field- '
“'ﬁ;“"’ piece they had taken., It was faid, that the commander was killed,
et three other officers ' wounded, and 32 of the common foldiers
killed aud wounded. Of the Englifh troops a Jemidar with 20 Se-
poys were wounded, and a SuMadhar was killed. From this ear-
neftnefs, other attempts were expected, and diligence was ufed *o
render the place morc defenfible, and the Sepoys were augmericed.to
oo. On the 20th, information was received, that the enemy ins
tended another attack, with a much greater force than the laft: on:
_which, Colonel Coote detached an officer, with 30 Europeans, and
300 black horfe, to_interrupt their, parties, or fuccour the place.
The. officer went with the Europeans, into the town, and fta. jied
the horfe at a diftance without ; between one and two in the morn-~
ing, the expected attack was made by 700 Europeans, 400 Sepoys,
150 of the French horfe,which were half this body : and they had four
field-pieces,. They divided into five different aflaults ; all entered the
town, but were ftopped at th- v.averfes which had been thrown. wp:
in the ftreets leadips to.#le hofpital, which refifted the dire& fire
of their Leta-pieces, and comumanded their mufketry. They  how-
ever perfifted, until two of their officers were killed, and 60 private
men killed and wounded. The Englifh officer followed them, with
the bluck horfe and fome Sepays, to the Panar: but their cavalry -
and field-pieces keeping in order in the rear, deterred any effeftual at-

tempt to interrupt their retreat., A :
On the 23d, the Salifbury joined the fquadron from Bombay, and
brought from thence to the afliftance of the army three companies
-of 'the royal artillery, which the King had fent for the defence of
that ifland, and the governiment there, very judicioufly, to the coaft,

- swhere they werc more immediately wanted. They were 178 men,
exclufive of «officers, “all found, and joined the army a few-days
after from Cuddalore, where they landed, After the retreat. of
the French troops to the bound-hedge, the two.camps were at

too great a diftance to afford fuch continual occafions of fkirmith

as before. | Rah
- » The




encreafe the diffentions which had long rent the government of

Potdicherry, where calamity, inftead of reconciling, only exafperated.
the animofities of thofe who were fharing the fame diftrefles.  The
lofs of Permacoil was imputed to. the retreat of the army, which was
on mar:h to relieve it 3 but they were only faulty in not having ad-
vanced with more expedition ;, and in either cafe Mr. Lally, not
beingprefent, was exempt from blame: ‘which neverthelefs Was-
urged; becanfe the officer who commanded in his abfence was of
his own ‘regiment, "and fuppofed to, be much in his favour. The:
fall of ‘lamparvah was:aferibed to the lofs of Permacoil, and Valdore:
to .~lignant treachery, that Pondicherry might be deprived of the-
laft poft which remained’ to. prote& any convoys which might at-
tempt to get into the town. Mr. Lally was informed of what every
one' thought and faid corcerning himfelf; ‘and retaliated with fat-
cafins ont their forenefs for the 16fs of their own peculations.out of the'
diftriéts which he had been obliged ‘- abanden. « In this ftate of vi-
rulence were minds, when. the fquade'= witt, Mr. Cornifh was:
working up the coaft to. Karical. There were in the town ~¢ Pon-

dichérry, 600 Europeans, nvalids, fit. only for garrifon duty : ana'

the inhabitants’ were 500 more Europeans. Thefe, added to the

regular troops, would contribute to make a formidable difplay, Wﬁ}éﬁ

Mr. ‘Lally intended to exhibit on the ftrand to the view of ‘the

{quadron, as they were pafling through the road : orders were givcﬁ- ‘

in confequence.. The covenanted fervants of the Erench company
wete to be a part of the parade ;. but a little before, at the hourap-

pointed, they came into' the-court of the government-houfe, ‘and’

fent up word to Mr. Lally, that they would not march uilefs led

by the Governor and Council, whom Mr. Lally had exetapted from

this duty. M. Deleyrit, the governor, immeliately offered to put

himfelf at their head ;. but the-counfellors comingin, faid, that none

of the Company’s fetrvants were obliged fo bear.arms out of the walls

of the town. On this declaration, Mr, Lally arrefted ti 'm'-o'

{pokefinen of the Council, and two of the forwardeft of the repug-

‘aants, difarmed and difmiffed the reft, and went on with the review -
without.

.’_“7)694:..
May..
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without them. “The offence and punifhmént left no bounds to the
mutual averfion Between him and’ the company’s fervants. Whalft
“the Englifh army were attacking, Valdore, two fhips arrived from
the iflands ; they brought neither troops nor ‘money, but unfavou-
rable advices, which'were with much caution fupprefled, and pub-
lithed as good news with falute of cannon, fireworks, and reiorcirigs,
< That Mr. D’Aché’s fquadron; reinforced from France 5 25 fail
<t of the fine, might be foon expected on the coxft, with < large body
¢ 6fTand forces on board.”  ‘After the fall of Valdore, 2 few ‘en-
~.-~clofures under the guns at Villanore and‘Ariancopang, with the
\?g,gcmnd within the bound hedge, and the town of Pondicherry it-
Helf, coittained all the live provifions, on which the colony ‘Fas to
rely for their future {uftenance, and all further means were precluded
"of bringing in grain_or otiter articles of ftore" from the country
without ; for ‘although ‘Gingee and Thidgar remained in the hands
" of the French,  their fituation was diftant, and their garrifons not
ftrong enough to furiith firZictent efcorts, apd 1o parties equal to the
fame purnr {e ~~= 1 b Getached from ‘the main body, without incorring

#_ mique of interception. When the farm of the diftricts adja-
cent to Pondicherry was taken from the BEutopean renters, and
let to the Malabar, after the defeat at Vandivath, there was a fuf-
ficient quantity of grain on the groufid in reach of Pondichefry, to
have {tocked the place, as fome fay, for years ; but money was then
more fcarce than vi@uals, and the new farmer was permitted to fcll
$ile i, that he might be enhabled to pay his rent in ¢oin into the
treafury, inftead of delivering grain, as acquittal, into the maga-
sines. As foon as Permacoil amll’ Alaraparvah fell, and the Englifh
army advanced between Gingee and Pondichérry, Mr. Lally faw this
" error, and that it v7as not retrievable, but by means which he had hi-

thérto, with too much prefumption, defpifed. i
Hyder Ally, the genera' of the Myforeans, had at this time ac=
quired the whole power of the government. He had lately taken
the King out of the hands of his uncle, the Dalaway, whom we'
have feen ' commanding the Myfore troops _before ‘Tritchino-
b : poly.

2
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poly. The Dalaway had-agreed to retire to the fort of My-
fore with a jaghire allowed for his maintenance and fecurity, and
Hyder Ally was left ‘Without controul ; for the King was young, weak,
and timid. - Not unmindful, however, of a reverfe of fortune, Fy-
der Ally caft about to get fome place of refuge immediately for his.
treafures, and contingently for his own perfon ; and judicioufly pre-
d Thiagar in the Carnatic, as well for the difficulty of aceefs,

ferre
to it fiom Myfbore, as the inexpugnable nature of its fortifications.

A Poxftuguefe monk, named Norognha, who affamed, and perhaps.

had obtained, the title of Bithop of Halicarnaflus, had, by refidence
under t}ie pretext of religious miflion, acquired much knowledgg:}hﬁ
the . Lacent countries, as well as of the Carnatic itfelf, and M.,
1ally, immediately on his arrival at Pondicherry, gave him his eont
fidence, and employed him in all his tranfactions with the chiefs of
the country. ‘The bifhop performed his commiffions with zeal; for
he was greedy of money, and it is a common cuftom i India to
give fome to the negotiator of  a tre "y, It was he who bargained
for the Morattoes who joined the Fren-h ardv at Atcot; after
which he continued. in Velore, watching other opportuniioe. and

either fuggefted t

relief to the neceffities which  began | to threaten Pondicherry,
he contempt with which he had hitherto! regarded

reprefled ¢
y faculties of the princes in India, and {ent two of his

"the mulitar

o Hyder Ally, or difcovered his iuclinations tor
obtain Thiagar. Mr. Lally feeing no other means of procuring

1,

i

i

officers to conclude the treaty with Hyder Ally, It was agreed)

«¢ that Hyder fhould immediately fend a body of 2000 horfe, and
%¢ 3000 Sepoys: with artillery, who, on their arrival at Thiaga,
<¢ wwere to be put in pofleflion of that fort, and of Elvanafore, with
< the dependencies of both, which were to remain the property of

< the Myforeans in perpetuity as longas the flag ot France exifted in

¢ India, This army was to be paid at the rate of 100,000 rupees a,
<« month, from the day. of their arrival at Thiagar. Ten cighteen
« pounders were to be given asa prefent to Hyder, exclufive of the
s¢ artillery in the two forts, which, as well as all the military ftores,

s was to be delivered with them. His troops were to be furnithed
« with



Tue War oF COROMANDEL. Book X@L
¢¢ with ammunition, whilft ferving for the French ; who, after the
¢ Carnatic fhould be cleared, ‘were to aflift him in conquering the
¢ fouthern countries of Madura and Tinivelly. Befides the number
o aIreacI} ftipulated, Hyder Ally engaged to fupply 1000 horfe and
% 2000 Sepoys more : in confideration of which, half the countries
¢t which fhould be recovered in the Carnatic, were to be affigned‘to
“ his government, excepting the French company’s dorains of
« Villenore, Valdore, Bahoor,, anld. Alamparvah: the tcrritery of
«¢ Vellore, as belouging to Mortizally, their ally, and the diftricts de-
¢ pendant on Trinomalee, having been granted in appanage toRajah-
 {aheb, the fon of Chundafaheb, were likewife exemptid; and
¢ what{oever portion of the Carnatic fthould fall to the Myfo. ans,
e was to be delivered back to the French, in proportion to the pro-
“ grefs of the acquifitions in the feuthern countries.”

The negotia_tion was conduéed with Yo much {ecrecy, that no
firrmifes of it were obtained by the Englith until the 24th of May,

juft as their late fuccrfes fersued to have left nothing on the land,
which could intirrupr ithe profecution of their intention to

block=1c Pondicherry; for which; preparations were making at
Wadrafs, when Colonel Coote’ received intelligence  of this un-
expected alliance by a letter from one of his correfpondents in
Pondicherry, fignifying, that Mr. Lally was preparing a2 con-
Gderablevdetachment, to march and join Hyder Ally at Thiagar,
Hyder it was known was 410t there, nor was there any probability,
that his other interefts would permit him to leave Seringapatam :
nor were any difpofitions obferved in the enemy’s encampment, |

which fignified fuch a detachment as was faid to be going. On the
goth, Colonel Coote went out to reconnoitre them himfelf, ac-

companied as ufual by the black horfe and Sepoys. The enemy can-
nonaded hotly, and Killed fome of the horfemen ; but Aflafbeg, with
two or three fquadrons, -broke in upon their Sepoys, and killed: 14
of them. Nothing appeared for feveral days after to confirm the
intelligencs ; and Colonel Coote began to regard it as a rumour
thrown out by Mr, Lally himfelf, to conceal forme other defign,

when, on the 7th of June, he received a confirmation of it from
Kift-
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ftnarow, whe had been ordered to. look out, and had advanced
with his party to Volcondah. \

The firft divifion of the Myfore troops, conﬁ{‘tmg of 1000 hoxfe,
and 2000 Sepoys, arrived at Thxagar on the 4th of June, and the

next day fome of their parties, roaming to collet cattle, {kirmithed
with Kiftnarow’s near the pettah of Volcondah. The reft of the di-

vifici. ftill remaining at Thiagar were 30 miles nearer Pondicherry;

and Kitinarow believing the exaggerated accounts of their numbers, -

and eing i wauc of ammunition, hurried back to proteét the dif-
tricts of Verdachelum, which had been entrufted, not w1thout pro-
fit, to "is care ; from hence he fent his report and his fears to Co-
lorel “_oote, thh carneft requeft of reinforcements ; and then, he<
f»;u, he would march, and beat the Myf{oreans.

‘A month before the rumours of thefe troops, the forces whlch
the Myfore government maintained in Dindigul had commenced
hoﬂlhtles ag"unﬁ: the adjacent polygars depending on T r1tcln~
nopoly, and it was reported that they intended to get poﬁcfﬁon
of the Pafs of Nattam, which would ecluac the 1mmednte com-
munication between Tritchinopoly ‘and Maduia. 3¢ 2 the My-
foreans in thefe quarters had feveral times before attacked the puis
feffions of the Nabob, their prefent hoftilities had not led to 2 any
fufpicions of the greater effort which Hyder Ally was prepmmg
againft the Carnatic ; nor were they deemed of dan«rex to rcquxrc im-
mediate refiftance from this province: but Mwhomcd Ifloaf fent a
detachment from"T'nivelly to Madura, fromwhence they were to take
the field and enter the diftricts of Dindigul ; and the troops, main-
tained by the Nabob for the protettion of the diftricts of Tritchi-
nopoly, aflembled at the pafs of Nattam, under the command of
Huffain Cawn, who had ferved with the French at Terriore and

Seringham until they . retreated out of thefe countrics, When he,

offered his fervice to the Nabob, and was accepted.

The heats of the feafon, fince the land-winds had fet in in Apml
had this year been much more intenfe than ufual; and had ftruck
ficknefs through the camp. Sixty Europeans had died, and 300
were in the hofpital, and to preferve the reft from the fun,'the day-
duty of the line was done by the Sepoys. From the fame attention

Yot oo 4 N fifty

S
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fifty of the late deferters liad been incorporated, and called the Fres
Company, under the command of two French officers, brothers,

_of the name of Martin: like the French volunteers, they were
intended  for the fervices of moft fatigue and danger, and were :
now employed, for the firft time.” They marched on the 1oth,
accompanied by 25 Coffrees, two companies of Sepoys, 1000 black
horfe, and an iron gun  with five European gunners, o join “Kift~
narow at Villaporum ; as it was fuppofed the Mylorean< svould

attempt to pafs either by this place, or Trivadi. -

Although no regular detachments had marched from Pondi~
Ch,;c;;y, {mail parties to the amount of 200 Eumpeansrhak”\"pa{fed
}aﬁgﬂiﬁ’bmnt times undifcovered to Gingee, and from ience
proceeded  to Thiagar, before the firft divifion of Myforeans
arrived there; but remained in order to accompany the main’
body to Pondicherry. Preparing for this important convoy and
réinforcement, the garrifons both of Thiagar and Gingee had
qalle&}ed all the cattle. which he inhabitants had not driven out
of - their reach : but ths Myfore horfe in three days fwept a
‘much ~.cater 1iumber ; but refufed to proceed with them, until

interruption they were likely to meet in the

fully apprized what nt
way ; and the French officers were afraid to tell them that they only

ran the fifque of mere by this delay- ; :

"I'he Martiris arrived at Villaporum on the r1th, and heard no-
thing of Kiftnarow'; and ‘the commandant of Gingee, thinking he
could cope with their detachment, marched from his forts with 100
Europeans, fome Sepoys and black horfe. The Martins, as well as

the deferters they commanded, behaved with much {pirit in their
1 but famntly.

new caufe, and repulfed their countrymer, who aéte¢
Some of the French Sepoys were killed, and two Europeans, a To-
paze, and a Coffrec, were made prifoners. o

" Notwithftanding this fuccels and repeated injunétions Kiftnarow
(il kept aloof; and, as it was fuppofed that the Myforeans already
artived were the whole body, and would advance, accompanied
by the Europeans from Thiagar, to whicli torce that with the

Mastins although firong, would in 1o wife have been equal, another
detach-
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w gtachient "Ml fironger was fent. from the camp: both when
Joined would amount to 160 European infantry, 30 European horfe,
2.5 Coffrées, 600 Sepoys, and 1600 black horfe; and swere to be
zommanded by major More, the fame who marched in Jénuany. to
“Tripetty, and had 'lately been promoted from the rank of ‘captain,

. More Myforéans arriving, they called /in their parties, and

beings joined by 40 or 50 of the French troops from Thiagar,

appeared. before T'ricalore -on the 1oth; but, the Frenchmen
havitig ‘brougiii” only  two. of three fmall field-pieces, and ‘the
fort being of flone, the Sepoys within, who wete three good com-
panies | left there by Captain Airey, refufed to furrender; and

" by'the fire of their muiketry from the walls obliged the enemy i

retire 3 who then went againft Tritchimungalum, @ fort five mrlgs to
the eaft, where the gatrifon, which was likewife of Sepoys, took
- fright; and evacuated it on their approach. From this ».i'p%é_fﬁ]ﬂ
-the Myfore cavalry, now 1500, (et off for Pondicherry, dtiving a
multitude of cattle, but unaccompanied by any troops on foot, even
their own, that, 1t interrupted,'the horis migi. be free tofme:bh‘jﬂf‘r

way, or retire.. 'The rule of thefe countries uied Lo ~Fran-heen thifted

to and fro by the fortune of war, and they had fuffered fo wvnh,

as well froin the ravages of hoftility, as the concuflions of unfettled

govesnment, that they regardcd both the Englith and'?ﬁ:?fme’@-‘w
leaft as tyrants, when not enemiess and, at this time, the renters

- and heads of villages, not knowing how foon they might'have new

>y b~ b\ o
mafters, . gave no fiftance to Major More's detachment, whoy dif=
» -8 5

trefled for provifions, and mifled by falfe intelligence, advanced from

Villaporum towards Tricalore, where they expeed fupplies, and
hoped to intercept the Myforeans in their rout 3 who had paffedibe-
fore to the fouth, by Trivanelore, and arrived at ‘Trivadi on the
23d, where they halted the day. Mr. Lally,- apprized of their
apptoach, had moved his whole army from the bound hedge
to his former encampment at Perimbé, in full fight of Valdare,
and then detached so of his FEuropean cavalry to join ithe
Myforeans on the toad. Colonel Coote received quick intel-

ligenee of their arival at Trivadi, with an account of ‘their hum=
4N 2 : bers,

r
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bers, and immediately fent out all the cavalry remaining in the
camp, which were 1000 black, and 8o European horfe : they were
led by Vafferot, but whilft proceeding fireight towards Trivadi, the
Myforeans filed off from thence along the Panar, until they reachec.
the bounds of Fort St. David, and then croffing the plain, and keep-
ing about a mile from the fea, came in towards the evening at
Ariancopang, three miles in the rear of the French camp at Perimbé.
They fet out from Trivadi, with 2000 head of cattle, wiich re-
tarding their march, they left in different herds inwarious places,
intending to return and bring them in by detachments ; {o that-only
200 bullocks arrived with them at the French camp.

The day after, Mr. Lally, in order to make proof of their “rvice,
advanced with them all, and the French European horfe, towa.ds
the grand guard of the Englifh cavalry, which was pofted a mile and
a half in front of the camp. All, when at a_ proper diftance, fet
off on the gallop, and furrounded the guard on every fide. Colonel
Qoote immediately pufhed to relieve them with the main body of
the cavalry, from the camp + but before they came up, as thefe kind
of onfets are cee- 1y decided in a very few minutes, the whole
gus<l was difperfed, and hurrying back to take fhelter with the
i main body. The Myforeans carried off 30 horfes belonging to the
black cavalry, and feven to the huffars.

Enfign Turner, who commanded at Cuddalore, receiving intel-
ligence of the cattle which had been left on the way, went
out with the Sepoys of his garrifon, and in two or three days col-
JeGed and drove in goo of them and none of the reft got inta
Pondicherry. ‘

The detachment of Myforeans efcorted the officers appointed by
Hyder Ally to fettle the treaty and the plan of operations with the
French government.. A little before their arrival a report had been
{pread, that orders were on the way recalling Mr. Lally to Frince
which the Myforeans hearing, infifted that Mr. Deleyrit, and all the
members of the Council, fhould fign the treaty: had they re-
fufed, no further affiftance was to be expected ; they therefore figned’

it, but at the fame time compofed a proteft, which they kept en-
: tirely
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“tirely feciet amongft themfelves, objedting more efpecially to the 6 \
monthly fum which the Myforeans were to receive as pay, to dif- .I7 0',
charge which no money exifted ; and that the territories ceded to them. ~ June.
were of much more value than the indefinite fervices they were likely
to perform. Neverthelefs this clandeftine difapprobation was unwor-
thy their office, being calculated to exempt them{elves from blame, and
to exaggerate it on Mr. Lally, if affairs thould better with the ‘affift-
ance of the Myforeans ; at the fame time the apparent fanétion evinced
that the council 1aw no immediate means fo likely to ftop the progrefs
of the Englith fuccefles, which had taken every thing abroad but
Thiagz ¢ and Gingee, and were at this inftant menacing the capital,
Pondicherry : fo that had the council meant fincerely, they only pro-
mifed the half of what they had loft, or never pofiefled, to obtamn the
only chance of gaining the other half, perhaps of preferving what
remained. ‘The treaty was figned on the 27th, and on the 28th at
- night all. the Myforeans went away, promifing to return very foon
with their whole force, and abundarce of provifions. The next day -
the French army- retreated from Perimb¢ to the bound-hedge.
In this interval, the fquadron had been jomed yy v thips of the
line from England, the Norfolk of 74, and the Panther of 64 guns, , =
which anchored at Cuddalore-on the 15th; and a few days after one ik
of the Company’s fhips arrived from Tellicherry on the Malabar - |
coaft, with a detachment of 100 Europeans, and 122 Topafles,
fent from that fettlement by order from Bombay. This, with the
detachment of artillery which arrived a little before, would have been
a great reinforcement at any time, but was at this juncture more -
efpecialty feafonable ; and thefe exertions did honour to the councils -
of that Prefidency, which had hitherto been very cautious of part-
ing with any part of its force.
On the 3oth, the day after the French army returaed to their bounds,
Celonel Coote detached the remainder of the huflars, who were 20,
500 black herfe, so European infantry, and four companies of Sepoys, .
to Major Moore, that he might be ftrong enough to encounter the
whole body of the Myforeans in their approach to Pondichetry. .

This officer had been. joined at Tricalore on the 24th, by Kiftna~
%) TOW,,
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rai, with oo horfe, and as many Sepoys. They proceeded againft
] T‘richimungalum,' swhich futrendered after a fhort refiftance on the
26th. 'The garrifon were a ferjeant, another European, and 180
“Sepoys, with a much greater ftore «of ammunition than their num<

ber required. ‘They had colle@ted geo head of cattle in the fort,

and a large ‘quantity of grain in the . town. Major Moore was

.again mifled by his intelligence, and the party of Myforeans return-

ing from Pondicherry to Thiagar pafled again out of his’ reach.

‘Mr. Lally determitied ‘to rifque nothing before the main body

" .of the Myforeans arrived; and his troops were too ftronglv pofted

4n front of, and within, the bound-hedge, to be attacked by .. force,

which -exceeded ithem fo little as the Englith army, fince_the
detachments it thad lately fent abroad. So that both armies con-"
«curring in the fame caution, in expedtation of the fame event,
nothing of any moment pafled between them for twenty days. Co- .

1onel Coote, in this interval, went o Madrafs. He left the camp

.on the 6th of July, and retur=d on the 14th. The next day he
recéived intelligencs from Major Moore, that the Myforeans weré

fet out €um 1hiagar, with a very large convoy.of provifions. This
‘ilitcltigence was ‘confirmed ‘the mext day, with their route; and at

three the next morning, which was the 17th, the van divifion of

the army under Colonel Monfon moved, and teok poflethon of
Perimbé, which 1s the ground under the point of the red-hill directly
.oppofite to Villenore. The teft of the army came up before day-

light ; a party was immedidtely detached to take pofleflion of the

pettah of Villenore; and make preparitions for batteries ; another
deftroyed a redoubt on the hill over Perimbé, which the enemy had

lately ereted, in the fpot where they before had raifed the barracks for

their cavalry, which Colonel Coote had burnt on his firlt excurfion

to reconmoitre this ground from Permacoil. The diftance acrofs, from

the Red-hill, to the fort of Villenore and the river of Ariaricopang,

ofe than a mile, and the army poficfied the whole {pace
in poﬁs and enclofures, which ‘could not be adttacked in front ‘to-
wards Pondicherry without great difadvantage; and nothing was

apprehendcd in the rear, although the Myforeans were coming ; for
B they,

is little m
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X \they, it was not doubted, would, as before, endeavour to join the 1760,
French army, by avoiding the Englith. . :
~ On this day, the 17th, the troops with Major Moore, and the
vtholé body of the Myforeans, advancing by different routs, arrived
nearly at the fame hour, in fight of Trivadi. With Moore were
180 European infantry, go Coffrees, and 50 huﬁ’ars,\‘and together
with Kiftnarow’s the black horfe were 1600, and the Sepoys L100..
The Myforeans were 4000 horfe well mounted, 1000 Sepoys, and.
200 Europeans, or Topafles of the French army, of whom a:
part managed eight pieces of cannon. At this time, when the
Englifh ©.00ps had been fo long accuftomed to fuccefs, it was fup-,
pofed, that the force with Major Moore, notwithftanding the ine~~
q;aiity of numbers, might have ftood at leaft an obftinate brunt;:
but it happened otherwife ; for by fome mifchanée or mifconduck
of which no certain account has ever been given, they were totally
‘routed. ‘The black horfe and Sepoys, who it 1s faid firft gave way,«
difperfed on every fide ; five and twenty of the huflars were cut to.
pieces, and moft of the reft were wounded ; they were the only~
part which behaved with firmnefs, fighting after they were defetged
by the European infantry, who retreated in great hury and’ it
order to the fort of ‘Trivadi, which they gained with the lofs of "
15 killed and g0 wounded. o
The-news of this misfortune reached Colonel Coote the next day,.
and encreafed his anxiety to get. poffeflion of Villenore ; ]g:r ik’
was not doubted that Mr. Lally, as foon as joined by the " ylos-
reans, would make every effort to fave this place.. :
The left of the Englith encampment was at’the foot of the hill:
of Perimbé, and it extended 1500 yards to the right, acrofs the:
plain towards Villenore. Through the center of the camp, paffed 2-
road (reifed s all the others on the plain above the. common level .
of ithe greund, and) with a row of trees on each {ide.: This avenue:
cotnes almoft in a ftreight line from a redoubt in the bound-hedge,
called the Villenore; but receives its name from the village of:
Ouglarée, through which it paffech about half-way between the

bound-hedge and the hill of Perimbé. At a thoufand yards in fmw:_
. . 0
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of the Englith encampment, and 2000 from the bound-hedge,
another avenue called the Villenore, frikes off from the avenue
of Oulgaree, on the deft as you come from the bound-hedge,
on the right, if looking from the camp. The Villenore, after
continuing 400 yards at a right angle from the Qulgarce, turns.
ncarly at another right angle, and leads ftreight weft, and parallel
to the other avenue ; but ceafes midway in the plain between Pe-
rimbé, and the fort of Villenore, which Colonel Coote was pre- -
paring to attack, and which muft always be diftinguithed, in con- #
fidering our narrative, from the redoubt of the fame name in the
bound-hedge : the Villenore avenue, towards its terminatiopy.« overed
the right flank of the Englith camp. Froma redoubt in the bound=
hedge, at,1000 yards to the right of the avenue of Oulgaree, com-
menceth another avenue, called as well as the redoubt itfelf the
Valdore : this avenue continues only 1000 yards ftreight to the weft,
when, ftopped by the oppofition of the Red-hill, it inclines in
another ftreight line to the left, until it has verged within 300 yards
of the avenue of Oulgarse, which it then joins in another ftreight
line, and at a right angle on the right, exactly facing the juntion
of the Villenore avenue on the other fide the road, fo that both to-
gether interfected the avenue of Qulgaree at right angles in the fame
point. It was along the Valdore avenue, that Colonel Coote, with
his cavalry, followed the French troops, when they retreated before
him on the 7th of March, the firft time he went to reconneitre the
ground about Pondicherry. Exaftly oppofite to the fecond angle
of the Vaidore avenue, as you come from the bound-hedge, and
the fisfk if you are going to it from the avenue of Oulgaree, {tands
a hillack, the higheft, and the only con{picuous .one on the plain,
detached from the Red-hill ; from the outward ridge of which this
hillock s about goo yards diftant : thus fituated, it spmmanded
. in flank the third or laft, and in flant the middle or fecopd tu.i-
mg of the Valdote avenpe. Colonel Coote, having confidersu
all the ground we have defcribed, fortified the hillock witha
clofed redoubt of three guns, threw up a retrenchment of three
guns actofs the avenue of Oulgaree, 150 yards in front of the

fpot .
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dpot where it is joined by the two others, and raifed another
acrofs the Villenore avenue. Both retrenchments, and the re-
doubt on the hillock, lay nearly in the fame line in front of the
camp, which the hill of Perimbé defended on the left; on the
right, the plain on the other fide of the Villenore avenue was open
and paffable to cannon and cavalry, even to the rear of the camp.
But this approach would now be proteéted by the troops ftationed
in the villages under Villenore, and employed in the attack of this
fort.. All the three works were finithed between the night of the
17th and the morning of the 19th, This difpoﬁtioﬁ» was devifed
with smuch fcience'; for every thing was obviated which might
produce a general difafter, if the troops fhould be compelled to quit
“the attack of Villenore, of which the fuccefs was fearcely probable,
if the enemy, as.might be expeted, rifqued boldly for its fafety.
A thirteen-inch mortar, fent from Madrafs, and landed at Cudda-
lore, arrived in camp on the 19th, and was imniediately planted to
bombard the fort ; but the thells fent with it were too {mall, and
‘would not take any certain range, and heavy rains prevented any
work at the batteries during the night. i
The next mornjng the French army, not yet joined by the whole
body of Myforeans, appeared ad#ancing along the river of Arian-
copang, as if they intended to attack the detachmments ftatigned
to guard the batteries ; on which Colonel Coote marched from
the right of the camp with the two battalions of the Company’s
troops, and half the horfe and Sepoys to mect the enemy, who
halted, and began to cannonade; during which Draper’s and
Coote’s regiments with the reft of the black troops, by previous
difpofition, marched from the left of the camp along the foot of the
Red Hill, 2« ., d.ey intended to florm the redoubts of the bound-

hedge, und get into the rear of the enemy’s acmy. Mr. Lally be-~

Vieved this feigned intention to be real, and immediately retreated
to his former ftations; a few of the Englith cavalry and Scpoys
were wounded.  In the evening the Myforeans arrived from Trivadi

with gooo bullocks, carrying their baggage, and drawing their ar-

tillery, and 3000 more laden with rice, and other provifions; the
Vor. Il 4 O French
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Freneh detachments from Thiagar and Gingee accompanied them :
they came in unmolefted, as before, by Ariancopang, and their
arrival was complimented with a long falute of cannon. 'In the
evening the guards before Villenore were reinforeed, and double
diligence employed through the night at the batteries,

The fort of Villenore was a circle 50 yards in dianseter within the
wall ; it was furrounded by a ditch, a covered way, and a glacis
cut in angles, as a ftar. The rampart was a conftruéion of mafonry,
divided into ten lodgements, or chambers, which were arched,
the vaults bomb-proof, and the interflices at top were filled up

“to an equal level, which formed the terrace on which thic can-
non were mounted.  Each of the chambers was likewife opened
through the outfide of the wall in cafements intended for can-
now, but none were mounted in them. The breadth of the ram-
part, which was the length of the chambers, was 30 feet, and
reduced the area *ithin to a fmall pentagon, which in no direGtion
was more than 45 feec over ; fo that if the chambers had not been
bomb-proof, the place conid not have ftood an hour againft this kind"
of artillery. T'wo villages lay near the fort, one dire@ly north, the
other to the north-eaft. They were about 200 yards from each
other, and both were occupied byshe Englith troops. The paflage
through the glacis to the fort was ftreight, and nothing obftruéted
the view quite up to the foot of the wall but the barrier gate, and
the draw-bridge, when up ; neither of which could refift a fhot ;
neverthelefs, the French had negle@ed to coyer this opening by a
traveile, cither in front or behind the paffage.  The advantage was
taken, and a battery of two eighteen-pounders was ere¢ted between
the two villages, to breach through the opening : another of the
fame force was erefted in the village to the nerth, 1. * “roy the pa-
rapet, and take in revprle the part intended to be breached:

Both batteries opened with the day on the 16th. At nine’o’clock
the Freach army, with all ‘the Myforeans, horfe and foot, ap-
proached along the bank of the river of Ariancopang. Some of the
black horfe and Sepoys, with three field-pieces, were fent from the
Englith camp, to ftop their advanced partics, whilft the line got

under
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under arms ; and as foon as they were in motion, a detachmont of
Ewrepeans, with four field-pieces, filed off from the right to reinforce

the villages of Villenore. By this time the batteries there had beat

dawn the parapet, and Gilenced the enemy’s fire from the -fort,"whun
two companies of Sepoys fet-off on the full run, and pofted them-
felves under the brick facing of the covered way, in a hollow, where

the carth had not been filled up, as in other parts, to the creft of -

the glacis ; fome, more adventurous, jumped over: the wall. Still
the garrifon had nothing to fear ; for the Sepoys had a ditch to pafs,
and a very imperfeét breach to mount : but the commanding officer
held out a flag 'of truce, and opened the gate toa detachment of
Buropeans, who haftened up on the firft fight of the flag.  They
immediately raifed the Englith colours on the rampart, and turned
the guns againft the French' and Myforeans, who were advanced
along the river-fide within the random reach of cannon-fhot.  The
change was received with the curfes of every rue in the French
army. All the lines ftopped invéluntarily; aud at once, {tricken by
horror 5 and Mr. Lally, more confounded than any, immediately
ordered the whole to retreat under the guns of Ariancopang. There
were in the fort 30 Europeans, 12 Coffrees, and eight pieces of can-
non on the ramparts, which might have held out two days longer,
before the Englith would have ventured to ftorm ; and ten minutes
more in the prefont hour would have brought on a general engage’
ment to decide its fate, 'Of all his fuccefles, Colonel Coote deemed
this the moft fortunate, becaufe leaft expetted. Neverthelefs, he
had exerted much ability to place ‘the army in‘a fituation to make

the attack in fight of the enemy’s, and, if it failed, have nothing '

wnequal to apprehend.

The firf* avvas of the Myforeans in the province had alarmed
1" _ wreudency of Madrafs, as much as it {urprized the army § for,
"sefides the interruption they might give to the fuccefs of the war,
‘he Nabob's revenues were loft wherever their parties appeared ; and,
us horfe, they might in the back country extend their ravages from
"Tritchinopoly to Arcot : and this detriment was the more dieaded,
beeaufe thie company in England, relying o the treafures of Bengal,

40 2 had
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1766.  had determined to fend no bullion to any of their fettlements in
‘India, and the Prefidency of Bengal had confumed all their incomes,
and were borrowing money. It was therefore propofed. to the
Nabob, who was at Madrafs, to march with what troops had ac-
companied him thither, fupported by a detachment of Europeans
from the garrifon, in order to protet the countries between Gingee
and Trinomaly, and all behind them to Arcot. Captain Richard
Smith, at Tritchinopoly, as foon as he had acquired intelligence of
the firength and intentions of the Myforeans which were come into
the Carnatic, propofed the expediency of a diverfion, by marching
with a force from his garrifon, and attacking the diftris ot Myfore,
which confine on the weftward to thofe of Tritchinopoly, whilft -
the troops ordered by Mahomed Ifloof from Madura, fhould keep the
Myforeans of Dindigul at bay. ‘The idea was approved as the moft
probable refource ; he was ordered to cany it into execution, and
Tanjore and Tezdiman were requefted to give him what affiftance
he might require. .

The Nabob marched from Madrafs on the 3d of July, and on the
9th he arrived -at Vandivath ; after loitering there fome days, he
fuddenly changed his mind from keeping the field againft the My-
foreans, and went away to make his entrance into his capital of
Arcot 5 but left y00 of his horfe, and goo of his Sepoys, with" his
brother Maphuze Khan, who on the 22d came with them to the
army at Perimbé, The day after Colonel Coote, with all the cavalry
of the army, a great part of the Sepoys, feveral field-pieces, an
eighteen-pounder on a field-carriage, but without any Luropean in-
fantry, advanced towards the bound-hedge. This defiance as it were
of meeting the Myfbrean-s with equal arms could not provoke them
to come out and try their ftrength ; but the Fr_, . fantry ad-

~ vanced, and cannonfaded from feven pieees of cannon, whivn ou'v
wounded two European gunners. :

. Fhe next morni‘ng, the 24%th, on intelligence that a large body
of the Myforeans intended to march that night to the weftward to
efcort provifions, Major Monfon was detached, with alj the black

cavalry, fix companies of Sepoys, and two field-pieces, to ¢

ake poft

at



Turg MyYsorEANS.

‘at Valdore, near which, it was fuppofed, the Myforeans would re-
turn ; but only a few were ‘goné out, who halted at Rangapillah’s
choultry on the fea fhore, fix miles to the north of the bound-
hedge, where they were joined on- the 26th by the large body from
“Pondicherry, of which intelligence had been given on the 24th.
'All went on to Péermacoil ; Major Monfon followed them on the
27th, and arrived on thé 28th, when none were remaining there.
In the mean time, Lieutenant Eifer had been detached from the
camp on the 26th, with 400 Sepoys, 30 Europeans, and a hundred
black horfe, the beft in the army, to proceed from Rangapillah’s
choultry along the fea-thore, whilft Major Monfon was endea-

vouring to come up with them on the other fide; but they had ftruck

off in feveral parties, {fome towards Gingee, others to the north-
ward, {preading to collet cattle, and deftroying whatfoever elfe be-
longed to the inhabitants, who, as their ground now fupplied the
Englifh army with provifions, were every where confidered by the
French as enemies. One of thefe parties went to Allamparvah,
where they plundered the pettah, and. took a licutenant, who was
fick, and chancing to be taking ‘the’ air, having fhot him through
the back as-he was endeavouring to efcape in his palankin ; how-
ever, the cannon of the fort drove the party away, and, a$ they were
returning along the fhore towards Pondicherry, they fell unawares
acrofs Eifer’s detachment, by whom they were intirely routed, and
3o of their horfe furrendered to him, with which he returned ¢

the camp in the evening, where major Monfon’s divifion likewife '

rejoined the fame day ; for the whole cavalry of the camp had
marched in thefe two divifions.

The laft day of the month brought the welcome arrival of five

of the comn .., s wips from England in the Road of Cuddalére :
an ' ewo aays after came in anothet, which had ieparated from them,
T nete were on board of the fix, 606 men drafted from regiments
i Bogland, to replace the deficiences which might have happened
in' Draper’s and Coote’s.

On the 3d of Auguft, the free company of Frenchmen were fent
to get inx the rear of one of the enemy’s advanced pofts, which lay

m.
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in the Valdore road, about half a mile from the bound-hedge. They
masched aleng the fkists of the Red-hill, and, coming by furprize,
killed and wounded {cveral, and drove the reft to the bound-hedge.
The Myforeans, according to their .contract, had delivered all the
provifions they brought into the magazines of Pondicherry, where
they were carefully ftored for future need:  "The puarfuit of Monfon,
and the ‘fuccefs of Eifer, deterred them from going out again in
large detachments, and although the Englifh army could not cover
the ground fufficiently to prevent fmall parties from getting. back,
with a few head of cattle or other provifions, yet all thefe fupplics
were unequal to the daily confumption of 10,000 mouths; for, with
their followers, the Myfore army -amounted to this multitude; and
in a few days rice began to fell in their camp at the¢ rate of two
pounds for a rupee. This diftrefs, the conftant fatigue and rifque
neceflary to redrefs 1t, and their conviions of the fuperiority of the
Englith army, 25 well by the lofs of Villenore, as the caution of the
. French to rilque an .ngagement fince that event, imade them weary
of their expedition and allianee ; and their Sepoys, forefeeing lefs
likelihood of retreating with fafety than the horfe, began to defert in
numbers every day. :
The garrifon of Gingee had colle@ted 2000 carriage bullocks, and
rice to load on them, and,-with various.parties which had got out -
_ from Pondicherry, 150 Europeans of the infantry, and 100 of the
cavalry, were waiting there to efcort this train, expetting to be
joined by the Myfore horfe; who were by this time determined
to go away to Thiagar, and return no mere; on which, 50 more
Europeans, with tliree companies of Sepoys, were detached from
Pondicherry, to reinforce the convoy. - Colonel Coote took meafures
to prevent its arrival. Some Sepoys patroled a’..., ' fea-fhore, as
far as Rangapillaly’s choultry ; from Alamparvah, Martin, wil>the
' free company, four of Sepoys, and three field-pieces, marched an
the 12th, to ligz between Valdore and Permacoil, and were rein-
forced the next day by g0 huffars with Lieutenant Kircher, Whilft
thefe parties were on the north and . w. Enfign Turner marched
from Cuddalore to Trivadi, with the feven companies of Sepoys
belong-
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clonging to that garrifon, in which. Major Monfon remained
with the troops juft ardived from England: f{o that the outlets to

the s: w. and s. were equally well guarded, and the main body of -

the army lying between Villenore and the Red-hill utterly pre-
cluded the paffage to or from the weft, The convoy from Gingee
were expected to {et out on the 12th, but did not until thesevening
of the 13th ; intelligence of which was foon after brought to Colo~
nel Coote, who went off at 11 at night, with all the black cavalry,
200 Europeans, the hundred Topafles from Bombay, and two field-
pieces, and proceeded -towards Killenore. The fame night the
greateft pait of the Myfore horfe, decamped from the glacis of

Pondicherry, and marching faft fell in when it was deep dark.

with Martin and Kircher, who, charging them unexpeétedly met
no refiftance, killed 40, took 200 of their horfe, and goo bullocks.

laden with their baggage, At day-break Colonel Coote came up

with his party, when all the Myforeans were not yet out: of

fight: they were retreating in broken partie™ o the weft-ward.

Colonel Coote divided his force in_purfuit of ¢hem, which returned

the fame day with many more bullocks and two European prifoners.

One divifion of the Myforeans efcaped both the encounter and pur~
fuit. They were at fome diftance in the rear, when the front was
ftopped, -on which they immediately turned back, and paffing as

they had come at the back of the Red-hill, and by the fea thore, re~

gained the bounds-of Pondicherry. i

Notwithftanding this rout, it was ftill- confideved as doubtful, |

whether the Myforeans might not jomn' and return with the convoy
waiting at Gingee : and to prevent the continval fatigue of detach-
ments marching from the camp on every report, to. watch and in=
tercept their anr=~ch, it svas determined to poft a force {ufficient
to cope w3+ them feparate from the:main body of the army, which
cop mued at Perimbé. The detachment which had accnmpanied.,the
Nabob from Madrafs, when it was fuppofed he intended to keep.
the field towards Trinomaly, advanced from Vandivath ; and on the
19th encamped at Ratlagramon, a town under the hills to the cift

of Gingee, and ten miles mosth of Valdore; a ftation which the

i CORVOY,
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convoy .could mot aveid without much cireunit and trouble. 'The

detachment. 'was » immediately joined by ‘another from the camip,

when the whole.amounted to 200 European foot, so Coffrees, 500
Sepoys, so European horfe, huffars, and soo black hotfe; they

were commanded by Captain Prefton. :

The 500 Myforeans which had returned to Pondicherry were afraid
to venture out again ina body, but in every of the fucceeding nights
fent oft fmall parties, which pafled ‘undifcovered. To ftop thofe
which remained, two companies of Sepoys, with 100 of the black
horfe, were detached gyith Enfign M’eredith, and took poft at Ran-
gapillah’s choultry. ~ Another detachment of Sepoys wuarched the
fame day. from the camp in queft of a party of Europeans which
had marched the night before from Pondicherry for Gingee, Lut
only brought back four, whom thev had picked up lagging on the
road with fatigue, = Early the next morning, a ftrong detachment
from_the bounds attacked the poft at Rangapillah’s choultry, and
obliged the party i re to retreat. On the firlt notice, two compa-
nies of Sepoys, and a.l the grand guard of cavalry, marched to fuf-
tain them, and the enemy retired on their appearance.

In two or three nights more, all the Myforcans who had returned
to Pondicherry were gone, and all their parties had elcaped without
interruption.  News was received at this time that theirsmain body,
which had aflfembled = at ‘Thiagar, were marched from thence
to attack Trinomaly ; it was therefore concluded, that they would
make no farther efforts of confequence to fuccour Pondicherry with
provifions 3 and in this perfuafion,  the Prefidency refumed the in-
tention of blockading Pondicherry by fea and land; and the Go-
vernor Mr. Pigot came from Madrafs to confer with Admiral Stevens
and Colenel Coote on the means.

.. The ground between Villenore and Perimbé was the uo® -2 which
the Englith army could continue, whilft the Myforeans rema ned
with the French ; for it prefented a narrow front, was of hazardous
approach, afforded feveral {trong pofts, and was centrically fituated
for the expedition of detachments to interrupt any which might be

fent fromy of coming to the enemy’s camp. = Bus this fituation did
4 : not
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not fully anfiver the purpofe of a blockade, which was to reduce  1760.
the town by famine; for, being five miles diftant, the army was :
not fufficient to form a chain of pofts in a curve of x5 miles from
the fea-fhore on the north to the fea-thore on the fouth of the
town, clofe, or in all parts flrong enough, to intercept 'every
thing. - The bound-hedge of Pondicherry {weeps from the north
to the s. E. of the town, where it ceafes on' the bank of the river
of Ariancopang, which, in two arms, ’with an ifland betwveen them,
fupplies the reft of ‘the barrier to the fouth of the town. The
aréa included Uy the hedge with the arms of the river, com=-
prizes nearly feven fquare miles. This:ground afforded pafture fot
a fiumber of eattle, ‘which, if unmolefted, might, whillt the
Englifh army remained at: their prefent diftance, fupply the troops
and inhabitants with provifions for {everal months; and ‘the daily
confumption might be replaced by {mall convays from without ; {0
that the enemy could not be feverely diftrefled, until pent within
the bound-hedge, when its redoubts and othr . /itations in poﬂi;‘ﬁﬁn
of the Englifh, would fuffer nothing to" remain abroad beyond 'the
foot of the glacis, and even there not in quiet. Thefe pofts would
likewife obftruét the introdu@ion of fupplics in the whole extent of :
the hedge, and the prefent ftock would remain the principal reliance, .
until - the French army fhould be fufficiently reinfor to recover
them; but now that the Myforeans were gone, no* probability res,
mained of any troops coming to the fuccour of the town, cxccptin’g\ |
from the fea. Neverthelefs the Englifh force was ndt yet fufficiently
fuperior, ‘even ifin pofiefion of the bound-hedge; to open trenches
againft the town; and if it had, the preparation, embarkation,

and tranfport of the artillery and ftores, which were all to come |
from - Madrafry " Uu.d not be’ accomplithed before the fetting-in

of “Yic nionfoon, which at fartheft might be exjetted in the iniddle

of O&ober. I the French fleet appeared before this time, the #lue

of the fight at fea would determine the ruture fuccefs of ‘the ficge 1

if not, their delay muft arife from the want of force to cope with

Mr. Stevens’s fquadron ; andin this eafe, it was fcarcely 'to be doubted

that fingle thips, or more, would at any rifque vefiture with reliof
Voi. IL Vg P n
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in the height of the ftormy weather, in expeGtation that the Englifh
“"l;:;{‘; fquadron would have left the coaft to avoid it, as they had done
®"  during every monfoon for the laft five years. Thus it became ne-
ceflary to get pofleflion of the bound-hedge and its redoubts with-
out delay ; and then_that the {quadron fhould continue in fight of
Pondicherry through the monfoon, ‘in order to intercept whatfoever
{hips might be coming either with' troops or provifions : but, pre-
vious to the attack of the hedge, Colonel Coote thought it neceflary
7 to reduce tlie fort of Ariancopang, which ftanding on the fouth fide
of the river, almoft oppofite, although at fome diftance from the
termination of the hedge on the other bank, commanged ‘all the
round between, as well as.in front down to the ftrand of the fea;
fo that from the garrifon of the town' on the one hand, and the
fort on the other, this quarter of the circumvallation,” fuppofing
the hedge to be taken, could not be completed without more force
than the army could fpare from other parts ;-and even then the pofts
eftablithed on this Gl would be continually expofed to dangerous
attacks ; in the mean time, this extent of ground would remain
open for the introdu&ion of convoys; which, detachments from
the fort of Ariancopang, if taken, might eafily intercept. The
“force of the Englith army before the town, exclufive of garrifons
and detachments, was 2000 Eurepeans, and 6ooo natives, either
horfe or Sepoys. If Ariancopang were attacked by a detachment,
the number requifite, of 8co Europeans, would leave the main -
body fearcely a match for the whole of the enemy’s force, if col-
le@ted to attack them, who doubtlefs would make the effort. If
Ariancopang were invefted'by the whole army, they muft move from
the advantageous ground between Villenore and Perimbé, which
would leave all to the north of Pondicherry or ..., and admit the
French army then @ detach a force, which, joined with thé party
already at Gingee, would be able to drive Prefton from Ractlagraras
mon, and bring in, if notthe whole, at lealt a confiderable part
of the eonvoy collected there. Thefe grounds and circumftances Mr.
Pigot reprefented in a memorial to Admiral Stevens, and, in con-
fsquence of them, requefted that he would land all the marines of
' the
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the {quadron, to enable the army to attack Ariancopang, and take
poffeffion of the bound-hedge ;. and that he would determine to re-
main on the coaft with the whole {quadron, through the menfoon.
Mr. Stevens was very loth to deprive his thips of their marines dur-
ing the expeftation of an engagement with ‘the enemy’s {quadron,
but at length acquiefced to the neceflity and importance of the fer-
vice they might render on fhore; and promifed without hefitation
that his fquadron fhould not quit the coaft until compelled by irre-
fiftible neceflity. Accordingly, the marines were landed at Cudda-
lore on the 27th 5 they were, including officers, 422 Europeans. it

The Myforeans, as foon as they arrived before Trinomaly, made
an attack on the pettah, in which they were repulied with the lofs
of fifty or fixty men : but continued to inveft the place. Captain
Prefton, on intelligence of their intention, fent off on the 22d two
companies of Sepoys from Ratlagrammon, who, by bye ways in the
mountain, got into the fort on the 26th; and the day after, the
enemy in greater force than before made cuother affault, in which
they were again beaten off, withrthe lofs of fixty men, and an of-
ficer of diftin€tion; the garrifon fallied as they retreated, and obliged
them to abandon  two field-pieces, which they bad brought up and
ufed in the attack, The whole raifed the fiege immediately, and re-
turned to Thiagar. ‘

Two hundred Europeans, with fome Sepoys, and two guns,
marching round the Red-hill in the night of the 23d, efcaped the
interruption of the Englith guards, and arrived the next day at
Gingee ;- from whence they fet out again in different parties, efcort-
ing 2000 bullocks loaded with provifions ; of which fome were dif~
perfed by Prefton  as they-were coming out of the hills; and joo
were taken, when advanced within a few miles of the Englifh camp,
Fy a detachment of Sepoys and black horfe, fent out to look for
them ; and none got into Pondicherry: but as all that had \been

attacked had been met in the night, the efcorts regaitied Gingee with

very little lofs. Three or four thoulard more bullocks were ready to
be fubftituted as the convoys fent might fail, and it was now deter-

mined to fend the whole of this collettion together, undér the
&P 2 fliongedt
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1760. firongeft efcort that could be rifqued abroad : accordingly M. Lally

~—~—~  detached 100 of the French cavalry. and feveral more companies of
Sepoys from Pondicherry, to join the troops already at Gingee 3
{o that one third of his whole force was now employed in this
fervice; and he had. by much follicitation, and by mducements
* of which we are ignorant, prevailed on, the Myforeans to fend back
800 of theixr horfe to Gingee, who were likewife to accompany: the
convoy 3 and this body of horfe arrived there at the {ame time as
the laft detachment from Pondicherry. Intelligence was, received
on the 2gth, that the conyoy with the whole efeort intended to
fet out from Gingee in the enfuing night ; on which, difpofitions
were made to oppofe their paflage. : '
The wlole ofP the Red-hill is interfcéted by winding dales, in
which troops may march unperceived usitil met within them, or dif~
covered from the rifing grounds above : 1a the middle of the gene-
ral plot of the Red-hill, ftands onc eminence higIl‘ler than any of
the others, and called from the trees it bears, the ‘Tamarind grove :
this hillock ‘has dales on cach fide of it, which join with others;
leading from the plain of the country on the outfide of the Red-hill
to the N.we at the fartheft diftance from the Englith camp, from
the left of which fhouldered under the extremity of the Red-hill at
Perimbé, the Tamarind grbve was two miles to the N. E. and it'was
thiee to the N. w. of Pondicherry. This fituation being central for
the interruption of troops marching through the dales of the Red-hill,
either to“,c!r from Pondicherry, Colonel Coote, who, by his continpal
cxcurfions, knew ail the g;mupa in the adjacencies of his camp, .or-
dered a redoulit to be raifed there, which was finithed in the day. Left
the convoy {hould attempt to make their way to the fouth of the
tiver of Ariancopang, the whole body of marines, which were {till
femaining at Cuddalcre, were ordered to march fome miles «from
thence along the river Paliar, afnd‘ to advance fix companies of Set
poys beyond them towards ‘T rivadi ; whillt {couts from the camp
Catroled between the two rivers 1 and, to watch the convoy if com-
mg by the direct road from the welt, feveral companies of Sepoys

from Valdore proceeded along it towards Gingee. The convoy {et
9 out
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‘out from hence ofr the 2()th, the day appointed ; but Captain Prefton
having two days before taken a mud fort, called Penamalee, ﬁtuated
at the opening of the hills, pofted-a ftrong guard there, which the
enemy miftdking for the whole of his force, retired again, and after—

wards hearing of the difpofitions made from the Eughﬂ» camp, re=

folved to proceed as before in feparate troops.

On the 2d of September arrived ‘at Cuddalore three of the ng d
thips, convoying feveral of the Company’s from England, = OFf the
men of war two were the America, and Medway, each of 60 guns, .
which compleated the fquadron before Pondicherry to 17 fail of
the liné.  In the Company’s ﬂups were part of a nghland }'eg;mcnt
fupplied by the government, -in addition to the troops it had already
{ent to India. Thefe mighty aids witnefled in this quarter af the

globe, as equal efforts, wherefoever neceflary, in every other, the
iuperlor energy of that mind, who poflefiing equally the confidence
of his foverelgn and the nation, condulted the arduons and exten-
{ive war i which they were engaged agmnft their great and only
nwval., 6

The fame evening Colonel Coote ordered 409 men to anarch and,
inveft the fort of Ariancopang ; but Colonel Monfon, the next in com.
mand, did not approve the operation, although it had been pleqded to
Adiniiral Stevetis, as the p:mmpal inducement to land the mnrmes ()f
the {quadron'’: and Colenel Coote, not to ehfguﬁ pertinacity, when,
concutrérice was fo neceflaty, countermanded the detachment, - Vi

M. Lally received miormatlon, that the detachment had been
pataded, and fufpected the fervice for which -t had been intended..
Such a proof of the opinion which the Englith army entertained of
their own fuperiority, convinced him that it would foon be followed
by fome real blow of cqual detriment, if they were not immediate-
Iy couvinced, that his own- was capable of more than. adtiag on the-
defenfive. H: refolved to attack theis camp: by furpiize on the

night of the 4th, and’ his dxfpoﬁtlons were made, with much ﬂulh.

and fagaeity.
In the thfee fhips at ancher before the town,, were 130 Eurapean:

maginers; they were all landed, and Lafcars fent on boards . Thefe
Buron.

v
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157 ‘Buropeans, with fome Sepoys, were allotted to guard the redoubts
g ‘m—;‘ 4o the bound-hedge, that .all-the regular European military might
" derve in the intended attacks, - excepting ‘the attillery men, who

were diftributed on the ramparts of the town, and in the out-pofts
which mounted cannon.' By the idetachments lately fent abroad,
the whole foree that could march on the prefent fervice were-1400
European  infatry, 100 European horfe, and goo Sepoys. The
battalion of India and the wolunteers of Bourbon, amounting to.
300 rank and file, had for fome days been encamped under the fort
of Ariancopang ; -the .Portugueze company, which: was likewife
called the company of Jefus, and had a Jefuit at their head, with
fome Sepoys, were quartered o the Company’s gardens, fituated
within the bound-hedge in the road towards the Valdore redoubt ;
the regiments of Lorrain and-Lally, 500 men, the marines of the
fquadron, zoo, and 500 Sepoys, were in the town ; the horfe were
diftributed in different patroles. (The gates of the town were thut
oarly, and opened again’at ten at might; and although  Colonel
‘Coote entertained fpies and correfpondents in the town, uot one of
them acquired the leaft furmife of Mr. Lally’s intentions, or fuf-
peéted any unufual operation. :

" The marines and Sepoys marched out of the town in two parties,
told off in equal numbers of each. They proceeded to the Val-
dore redoubt, and in the way the Portugueze company, with the

' Sepoys at the garden, felliinto the rearand formed the third fub-
divifione of this line.  Continuing in the avenues from the V aldore
redoubt,  the firft party foon turned to the right, to gain the
Red-hill, and proceed in it to the attack of the Tamarind redoubt ;
in- which, if they fucceeded, they were to march acrofs to the
lefr and join the! fecond; which followed them, and quitting
ithe avenne likewife, were to advance along the foot of the outs
-ward ridge of the Red-hill, nntil they had gained the flank of the
Englifh redoubt on the hillock in the plain,  which they were then
to bear down upon, and attack. The Portugueze and Sepoys, which

swere the third fub-divifion, were to proceed quite through the three
2 lines




PONDICHERRY.

61

1760.

. . - . i ¥ . . R o
might be in the way, and to take poft at the junction of this avenue Septamber:

with that of Oulgarry, where they were to wait the orders of
the officer who commanded the attack, which was to be made by

the regiments of Lorrain and Lally. Thefe troops, in two di--
vifions, marched from the town, and through the bound-hedge,

along the avenue of Oulgarry, until they came to the head of this.
village, where « deep water-courfe crofled the avenue, and had a bridge

over it, which was defended by a retrenchment with guns. Here:
Eorrain halted, whilft Lally’s regiment, quitting the avenue by the.
left, marelied outwards in the fields to fall'on the right flank of the-
Englith redoubt in this avenue; to which Lorrain was toadvance
freight along the averiue, and attack at the {fame time.. When cat-
ried, the Portugueze company, with the Sepoys, which were the:
third fub-divifion of the attack to the right,. were to join, and,.
with Lortain’s and. Lally’s, proceed acrofs on the left to attack the:
retrenchment in the Villenore avenue which ftood in the fame paral-+
lel as that in the avenue of Qulgarry ; but the Villenore retrench-

ment had on its left a large garden, called from its owner, Barthel-

mi’s 3 in which were likewife pofted a ftrong guard with {fome field--

pieces. When this garden and retrenchment were carried, all the:

troaps jof this attack were to regulate themfelves by the fuccefs of.

another attack on their left, which was ito be made by the India.
Battalion and' the volunteers of Bourbon: They were to march

from the fort of Ariancopang; acrofs the river; to the villages an-

det the fort of Villenore; but were to leave two ficld-picces on the
plain in their way from the river, in order to fecure their retreat.
As foon as the firing became general, at’ the retrenchment inithe
Otlgarry road, the redoubt on the hillock, and the tamarind
redoubt, thefe troops were to advance from the village it whieh they

were halting, and proceed along a thort road which would bring:
them to the termination of the Villerore‘avenue, and exaétly i the

rear of the right flank of the Englifh encampments on which
they were to’ fall with the utmoft vigour, in full confidence, that
the other attacks would have thrown the whole camp into diforder,

by
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by ‘the unceljtéix.lty and diftraétion of what and where fuccours were
to be fent. " Mr. Lally, with a guard of horfe, remained at the bridge
of Qulgarry. Calculation had béen ‘made, when all the troops
would arrive within equal reach of their refpe@ive attacks; where
‘they wert to wait in filence for the fignal of two fky-rockets, which
were to be thrown up at Oulgarry, when all were to advance to the
attacks allotted them. L &b
The tky-rackets were fhot off a little before midnight, and foon
after the firing commenced nearly at the {fame time, at the tama-
rind redoubt, the hillock, and at the retrenchment in the avenue of .
Qulgarry. The attack at the tamarind redoubt was repulfed ; but
the redoubt on the hillock was carried ; the lieutenant of the artil-
le}‘Y and three gunners were made prifoners th.ere,_ and the reft of
the guard driven out, nor did they rally ; which gave the enemy
time to carry off a brafs three-pounder, deftroy the carriage of ano-
ther gun, fpike up a third, and burn down the battery. At the re-
trenchment in the Oulgarry road, the attack and defence were -
more fierce. Colonel Coote himfelf brought down troops to that
in the Villenore avenue and Barthelmi's garden, and, inftead of
waiting to be attacked, advanced acrofs to {uftain the other redoubt ;
againft which Lorram and Lally’s perfited until eight fergeants, be-
fides comion men, of Lally’s, were killed ; when the officers, hear-
ing no figns of the main attack on the right and rear of the Englith
camp,drew oft. This divifion, by fome unaccountable error, inftead of .
advancing to the vitlages under the fort of Villenore, halted in ano-
ther a mile to the fouth of it, not far from the river, and in a line
with the village of Oulgarry. At this erroncous diftance, they
had not time, after the fky-rackets were fired, to reach the ground
of their attack, before the three others were either repulfed or ceafed.
They were led by D'Harambure, who had always behaved hitherto
with gallantry, and efpecially duting the march of Mr. Law’s re-
inforeement to Hyderabad n 175635 but Mr. Lally, with the
utval feverity of his prejudices, imputed the failure to a defign, as
ghie commander of the Company’s troops, of fruftrating the honour
which would have redounded on himfelf, had the hardy effort
ne

Septembire
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ort he was making fucceeded to his expetation. = About twenty
Sepoys were killed and wounded of the. Enghfh troops, but fewer
Europeans. Of the enemy, 30 Europeans were fuppofed to be

killed, and moft of them either in Lorrain or-Lally’s} four were

made prifonera, with Mr. ID’Autueil, the {fame officer we have feen
opening the intéftine war of the Carnatic at the battle of Amboor,
- in-which the Nabob’s father fell, and swho afterwards {urrendered
to Chive at Volcondah. :
. The thipsilaft arrived from England brought commlfﬁons from
the war-office appointing the maprs Brereton and Monfon to the

rank of lieutenant colonels, with prior date to Colonel Coote ; but
both were ordered not to aﬂert their commiffions whilft he remained :

on the coaft.” Colonel Coote neverthelefs concluded tha® it was in-

tended he fhould remove as {oon as might be to his Qngmal and’

eftablithed command in Bengal, nor did Monfon propofe to continue

ferving under him, but offered to retire to Madrafs ; but Coote i im- -
mediately delivered over to him th¢ command of the army, and went

thither himfelf, and requéfted to proceed. with his wholeregiment to
Bengal. The Prefidency remonftrated’ againt the detriment, and
Monfon declared that the blockade of Pondicherry mutt be raifed if
thefe troops were taken. away : on which Coote confented to leave
them.. 3 \

X
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OLONGE!. Monfon bemg now mafter of his own vu:Ws, Cﬂl‘*—

ried into execution au operation which he had propofed in the

council of war a few days before, when Colonel Coota exm,lmhed his
intention of attacking the fort of Ariancopang.

The bound- hedge of Pondicherry, befides its natuml deﬁmce of
trees and thorns, is ftrengthened by four redoubts ; one on the north,
oppofite to the north-weft angle of the town, another nearly weft
of this angle, a third nearly weft of the fouth-weft angle, and the
fourth ftands dire@ly {fouth-wefk of the fame point. 'All took their
names from their fituations; the north was called the Madrafs re-
doubt, the next the Valdore, the third the Villenore, and that\ to

the fouth-weft the Arianecopang redoubt, From the Villenore o {

doubt led the road and avenue, which paffed througl the center of
the Englith camp at Perimbé, and about a mile from the hedge this
avenue leads through the village of Oulgarry, m which were {eves

1760.
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ral country-houfes belonging to the French  inlhabitants of Pondi~

cherry, and a church belonging to the Jefuits. The regiment of
Lorrain and Lally, which at this time did mét affedable both to-
gether more than 400 men, were mmammg in this village fivvce the
late attack on the camp, 'The marines, 300 men, were within the
hedge, to defend the redoubt of Valdore with the part of the hedgc
on each hand. The battalion of India, confifting of ;00 men, were
ftationed at the Villenore and at the Ariaucopang redoubts, atid bes
tween them. The north-fide of the hedge, with the Madrafs re-

4Q a doubt,
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‘doubt, as being at the farthelt diftance from the Englith camp, was
itrufted to the Sepoys. The horfe, ftill only 100 riders, were dif-

" uperfed in’ different pofts round the limits.  The reft of the ‘army,
-which, exclufive of the garrifon of Gingee and its out-pofts, confifted
“wof: 500 European foot, 150 Buropean herfe, and soo Sepoys, were
~ -abroad, mofl of them waiting “to cfcort the provifions colleCted at
~Gingre. ‘ g Tyl '
11 At midnight the whele of the Englith army were under arms;

* & pggportional number from each of the different bodies were left
‘to defend the camp ; and the main body appointed to march was
dividediinto two brigades, of which the principal officers had the

“day before recontioitred the ground of ‘their “refpetive attacks as

near as'tie ‘enemy’s out-pofts would admit. ~ The regiments - of

- ‘Draper and Coote, comprizing both together 1900 men, 200 of the
marines, the ‘w50 highlanders, with soo Sepoys, and four field-

‘pieces, marched off their ground from the left of the camp at

three in the morning, and entered hito the Red-hill, in which they

‘wwere to take alagge circuit round  the tamarind-grove, and,’ coming

out where nearefly were to attack the Valdore redoubt, and the weft

. fide i of the: hedge adjoining. 'This brigade was formed into two

’ . divifionss 'the ‘grenadiers of the two regiments led the firft, under
»¢he command of muajor Robert Gordon 5 major: William Gordon
. gommanded the rear divifion, and eolonel Moufon the whole of this
attack. The other brigade was compofed of the Coromandel battalion

800, the two Frénch companies 120, the Bombay detachment of 350

~ . Europeans and Tapafles; 600 Sepoys, aid four field-picces. ‘They were
| to march from dnn%mdm theenemy’s troops polted in Oul-
b4 -garry, and, after routing them, to proceed and feize the Villenore

redoubt. jofqﬁu Smith, who fince the departure of Calliaud to Bengal
wats the firft officer on theseoaft of the Company’s troaps, and a
few days before had been appointed by the Prefidency of Madrafs
to the rank of major, commanded this byigade. The cavalry, black
a5 well qsf;vyhitc, were intended to appear before the Arianeopang
redoubt during the two,other attacks, in order to prevent the troops
there from fending detachments to fupport them.
2 Major

‘N
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XIII. ATTACK OF THE BOUND-HEDGE OF PONDICHERRY.

Major Smith’s brigade, having ‘much lefs grox1;1d to 'go.than 1760,
Monfon’s, ‘did not move until four in the morning: The eheiny’s Ss—-wa {
% : . 2% e eptember, |
entrenchment in front of the village of Oulgarrylay actofs theave-
nue, and they had an advanced poft in.a garden beyond, but alitcle
to the right of the entrenchment. Smith, to avoid the immediate
difcovery of his brigade, as well as the direct fire of the entrenchment
along the avenue of Oulgarry, marched down the Villenore,
as far as Barthelme’s garden, which lies on the left as you come
down ; the line then turned and paffed through the garden, which
*brouglit-them half the -diftance between the tweo avenues, when
“the brigade firuck down through the intervals of fome: inclo-
fures, which led to the left of the vallage of Oulgarry, from whence
they might likewife take the entrenchment in reverfes Lut the two :
French companieswere fentoff immediately fromthegarden tocrofs the
avenue of Oulgarry, and attack sthe enemy’s. advanced poft on the
other fide of thisavenue; but were not to begin their attack, before
the firing commenced upon Oulgarty, which foon happened ; for
{ome black fellows belonging to the French troops, who'sweie afleap
in the ftreets.of 4 ruined hamlet which ftood oppofite to the ungle
of the entrenchment, awakened at the. wheels of the. field-picces :
which moved in front of the brigade, and fled with the alarm to
the troops in"Oulgarry, who immediately - began to fire from the
entrenchment, with fix ficld-pieces in barbette, and with fome aim,
as the day had begun to dawn. The Englith field-pieces, which '
were of the fame number and calibre, drew out of the village to
anfwer themy and were fupported by a port of theslne;  whibl
the reft paffed on to gan the flank of the wvillage of Oul-
garry : when oppofite to it, divifions were detached to attack the en-
clofures, which the enemy had lined with troops. In the mdan time,
the twoFrench companies, led by captain Myers, flormed the advanced
poft on the other fide of the rond, and feized four pieces of cannon
which were there, on which the party ftationed with them recreated
in much hurry to the main - body at Oulgarty, who, difpitited by
their rout, flackened infenfibly the defence of the enclofures, and
ceafid
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1760.  ceafed firing the field-pieces in the intrenchment acrofs the. avenue.
qm Major Smith perceived this wavering, fignified it o his troops ; and
ST put himfelf at the head of the grenadiers: - Wherever he commanded,

affe@ion to the man confpired with duty to the officer. The grena-
diers ruthed on without firing, ' forced their way over the enclofures,
and fell amongft the enemy, - dealing their arms with irrefiftible im-
petuofity, ificreafed by the difadvaritages they had furmounted : all
the reft entered at other parts, driving the enemy beforc them acrofs
the road 5 but thofe at the intrenchment had time to {pike up the can-
non, and then followed the reft, who were running towards a rifing
ggoung;ou .t_l‘xqmotb‘cr! fide of ‘the road, but farther back towards.the
ba‘unﬁihgd% T}wmaixi body of the brigade took pofleffion of Oul-
garry, and were foon after joined by the divifion with captain Myers,
which had killed fome, and brought prifoners. During this, a body of
Europeans were deferied advancing direéily towards Oulgarry, in the
lain between this and the Valdore avenue : their djﬁip’,ﬂio.ns‘ could not
e pemyedeﬂn;d;f»hﬂ ﬂaddc‘xguhalt '.Qf‘ the run-a-ways on the rifing
ground rm&f'eé;%hé? appeatance very fufpicious, Meffengers after
meflangers were fent to difcover whether they were friends or foes,
but none returned before Major William Gordon himiclf came, and
gave anaceount .vtﬁ:t;j-_:e rear divifion of Colonel Monfon’s brigade,
which he commanded, had {eparated from the van amongft the
{and hills in the dark 5 and had continued wandering about until
they heard the fire of the attack at Ouilgarry, to which he had
kpﬁcnﬂ&ggi_vq,ﬂﬁﬁqncgﬁl but jt was now too late; otherwife his

13

ervor might have béen retrieved Ly the important fervice of inter-
cepting the xmw&“ erin and Lally in the confulion of theis
Hight out-of Oulgarryy who, in this eafe, would in all probability
have been deftroyed to a man ¢ during his report, ftrong firing
wag heard at the Vaidore redoubt. :

ft-.,was ﬁ)n}c time befove the van of Colonel Monfon’s brigade
diib«:&&a\md the feparation of the ear, which by turning wrong had
ot wito windings leading towards the plain ; and Colonel Monfon,

 apprchenfive that the rejun@ion gould not be magde before the dawn
of

L
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of day, swhich was the time deftined for the mﬁckﬂf H&%%&ﬁm
redoubt, judicioufly ‘determined to rifque it with the van’ divition of
his brigade alofie,  They defiled out of the fand hill ext&l}\'*dﬁhgiiﬁt’;
whilft it was ftill dark, at an opeuing directly on 'd line with the
weftern fide of the boundhedge and the redoubt, wp towhich, the
road, when near, leads in’a lane between two enclofures towards
the flank of the redoibt. Two field-pieces were in' the front ‘of
the line, followed by the grenadiers of the two regiments of Diaper
atid C'oote, after whom came the reft of the Europeans, anfl then
‘the Sepoys of the divifion, Colonel Monfon knewt hd gtound, and
intended that the line, inftead of advancing ﬂ‘tfom%' lang
between the t_:nclof_‘gr‘r;s; tnould pa’f's through the émldtffé“ﬁ'h‘ e
right, which being a eoco-nut ‘garden, was furroundea by a' ditch

and hedge of little interruption ; and the ground within was not -

only firm, but free from. underwood, and the trees themfelves ‘have
1o branches. When paft the garden, they were to proceed {traight
ont to the Valdore avenuc, which was not far diftant, and, bavin
orofled it, were to file down on the other fide, to gain the left flan
of the Valdoré redoubt; where, if not d}j{co(’er , they could not
be expeted, and the bound-hedge hereabouts was not o ftréng as
on the other fide, The redoubt had a dryditdl,émh palifidoes at
the bottown, and fix embrafures, of which the parapet was ' fraized.
The grenadiers were to rufh on, and efcalade the redoubt without
firing, whilft the veft of the line -were, part to fupport them, and
part to {pread along the bound-hedge, and to force their way 'Ehédﬁm
wherever they could find opénings, of at leaft to continue tlic fif
until they had driven away the enemy, who were expeled to line
and defend the other fide ; the two field-pieces wera likewife to affift
in this fervice after the grenadiers had paffed them to the efealade.
"The day had begun to dawn, whetr the head of the Jing arrived at
the two enclofures, and Major Robert Gotdon, who, excepting Mon-
fon, only knew the courfe of march, and was to lead the grenadiers
to the aflault, was not prefent : and the grenadiors, wanting ordeis
naturally entered the lane which lay before them, Officers w:va
' : fent
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1760.  fent back to Colonel' Monfon, to know what next they ‘were to do:-
T Mdnfon, exafperated at this 'fccoud miftake in the condu@ of his
Biigade, ran forward to rectify it if poffible, or to put himfelf at the
ead of the grenadiers, and lead the affiwule.  Joft as he reached
them, the enemy difcovered the line which had got to the end of

‘ t'he*!:me, within a’i‘:m‘idfe’d yards of the redoubt, wifich in this flank’
had a twenty-f0uf poundcr, double loaded with I~ngrain. They
fired i é’ and m? ecutxon ‘was terrible, killing eleven mes, and

" wounding 26'; ngft them Colonel Monfon fell, ftruck with 2
v ~ piece of iron, Wﬁ"&fn broke bdth'gﬁe bones of his leg. The grenadiers,
| mﬂuxd’w-%} X mmyeﬂf or now hefitating for want of order, of
thp\r%wl tion, rufhed 6 the cfealade ;" and the officers, of' theit

own Judgﬁ;ﬂ\ént, got ??i line as faft as they could out 'of the en+

clofed way, ihd led them to the hedge, when. the attack and dc-

fence foon became general and extenfive ; but the affault of the

grenadiers fopped the firing of the cannon from the redoubt, which

otherwife would have: continued toenfilade the troops attacking the

hedge. The grenadiers, although feverely galled by mufketry from

abové and in flank, perfifted’ after feveral repulfes, and at length

forced their way through the embrafures of the redoubt, when the

troops Withiniquitted it, and ran out of the gorge; on which all

dm&ndnﬁg the hedge abandoned their pofts likewife, and the whaole

hustied in diforder to gain the glacis of the town.

The zl'.‘glments of. Lorrain and Lally continued fome minutes oi

the ri nd, in as much uncertainty as Major Smith’s brigade,

“who th'e 5 of Majur Wminm Gordon’s divifion mighit be 5 but

: remaitied firm wntil bh&y heard the firing at the Valdore redoubt,

" when comprchendmg “the whole difpofition of the attack, they
marched off in hafie,. regamed the avenue, and retreated to the re-

doubt of Villenore. Mup)r Smith immediately followed them with

his brigade, preffing fo clofo-on their rear, that they pafled through

the winding of the hedge, without ftopping to defend or reinforce

the redoubt s this ‘trepidation caught the guard, whoy after difs
thI{mg the guns of theie leads upon the brigade as it was advanc-

ulg




ok/ XIII. ATTACK OF THE BOUND-HEDGE OF PONDICHERRY.
“to thé poft, retired with the  regiments to the glacis of the
town. Major Smith immediately took poffeflion of the redoubts,
and was foon after joined by the Highlanders commanded by Major
Scot, who belonging to Monfon's attack had forced “their way
through the hedge between the Valdore and the Villenore redoubts.
"The battalion of India {till continued at ‘or about the Ariancopang
redoubt, having entertained no notion of retreating ; but werc, de-
terred from making any motion to fupport the other pofts, in ex-
pefidtior of being attacked themiclves: this however did not happen ;
_for the cavalry of the army under. the command of Vafferot, who
were intended to make a feint attack upon this quarter, when ‘the
-other two fhould commerce, did not appear upon thc'ir'grqu@d until
all was finithed. " There was a fmall opening in the Heg‘gc' about a
quarter of a mile from the Villenore redoubt, where a retrenchi-
ment had been thrown vp, and the battalion of India kept a gnard,
who abandoned it on the appearance of a party which Major S.m,i;h
detached along the infide of the hedge to attack them in the rear.
The total lofs fuftained in the two attacks, werc 115 Europeans
killed and wounded, which fell nearly equal in beth brigades  bat
in Monfon’s heavieft amongft the grenadiers, of whom, befides rank
and file, a licutenant and an enfign were killed. The Sepoys_ﬁr(}‘e‘rcd
much lefs, having been very little expofed. "The French lofs —Wi}s
not known ; but they fuffered moft at the attacks of Oulgarry, where
{ome were likewife made prifoners. :
The Bombay detachment of 350 men were flationed to guard

the three pofts in the hedge, and the body of the army aflcmbled

and encamped In the paddy-ficlds to the left of Oulgarry, The
fituation. was ill chofen, being commanded by higher grounds,
and liable to be fwamped on the firft rain; but the talents of Major
Robort Gordon were inadequate to the geueral command, which
devolved on him by the incapacity to which Coloncl Monfon was
reduced by bis, wound. Major Jofeph Smith advifed that the
whole of the Company’s battalion, 1000 men, fhould remain in

the village of Oulgarry, to cover the thiee pofts in the hedges.

and that their gorges, which were open, fhould  he vetrenched,
Vor., IL 4R , without

1760,
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without delay, and fufficient ‘day remained to accomplith the
I —  work ; but Robert Gordon, from the falfe thame of ignorance, would
b RN ! s :
not fee the neceflity = and in the enfuing nighit, the enemy made a
vigorous attack on all the three pofts, which they would have car-
ried, had not the guards defended them, as dearly purchafed, with
the utmoft refolution, until reinforced by the picquets from the camp,
when the enemy retreated.  Seventeen or eighteen Europeans of the
Bombny detachment were killed in this defence ; the enemvy’s lofs
was not known, but could not be lefs.. Had they attacked wiiu
their whole foru., the redoubt would have been retak i, for the
u.n*ds.2 inferior in number, had no 'ldvant'lge of defences on the
ide towards the town, and the main body of the army, exhaufted
with fatigts, and dead with flecp, were at too great a diftance to
havc come up in time to fthare the contett.

+ T'wo days after, the battalion of India sopreared From their {tations
at the hedge near the Ariancopang redoubt; but the ufual guard
continued in the redoubt, and the ulual garrifon in the fort of Ari-
angopang on the other fide of the rivet. But the enemy reeeiving.
intelligence that preparations were making in the camp toattack the
tore, the garrifon cvacuated it Ot the 13th at noon, and as they
were going off fprung amine, which blew up the baftion to the
caft with part of the rampart, and laid the body of the place open.
They retreated to the glacis of the town, where the main. body of
the army lay encamped, and had "been reinforced by the arrival of
feveral {mall efcorts w.wh provifions, which the removal .of the
Eoglith anuy from Perimbé. hld encoutaged. to venture round the

Red I—ﬂts‘ﬁm il ontinued at the redoubt of Ariancopang.
JThe trr:ops w ch Mahomed buf appomnted to attack the diftricts

of Dindigul from Madma, were 300 horfe, 1500 Sepoys, and 3000

Peons ; but as moit ef themy had fint to march from Tinnivellys

it was the middle of July befare they commenced hoftilities, wheh

- nﬂﬂmby Sholayauten, they reduced feveral fmall pofts, command-
| g defiles, but'weakly garritoned, until they arrived at a more con-

- ' fiderable fort, called Bastal Gunta, 12 miles to the s. E. of Dindigul,

which made wiore sefiftaiice ; and the troops of Mndum having only
{mall
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{mall - guns, with much’difficulty made 4 kind of breach, which
they ftormed, and carried on the firft day of Auguft ; and imme-
diately began to repair and add better works, but had not compleated
them before the troops of Dindigul were reinforced from Myfore,
and taking the field encamped within fight of Battal Gunta, in |
which the troops of Madura had kept a garrifon, but the main body
lay without the walls. ) ol

The ~quipment and departure of the troops which accompanied
the Nabou into the Carnatic, and the fubfequent affiftances fent to
Karical, hac léft the government and garrifon of Tritchinopoly {o
bare of men, money, and ftores, that Captain R. Smith could not
uidertake the expediticn he had propofed againft the Myforeans,
until all thefe wants were fupplied, which depended intizaly on his
own refources, for although the Prefidency and Colonel Coote ap--
proved and recommended to him the moft aftive exeftions againft
the Myfore territory, he received no affiftance either of money from
the one nor of troops from the other 5 {o that the preparations ne-
ceflary for the expedition prevented him from taKing the field until
the 6th of Auguft. His force was 5o Europeans; with two gung,
and fotr cohorns, 700 Sepoys from the garrifon of Tritchinopoly §
600 horfe, and rooo peons armed with match-locks, moftly fent by
Tondiman, a few belonging to the Nabob, the reft to Tanjore ; and
3000 colleries - from the neighbouring Polygars, who were content
to ferve on very flight ftipend, in expedation of ample plunder in the
fertile diftricts they were going to invade. This army proceeded along
the fouthern bank of the Caveri, and on the 13th came before Pudi-
cotah, a mud fort, fituated on the bank of this river, about 40 miles
to the weft of Tritchinopoly, which, with other diftrics, the Nabob
had ceded to the Myforeans, when his allies, in the war of 1753. !

On 'their arrival, a report prevailed, that a large body of troops
were marching from Seringapatam to Caroor. The garrifon at

Pudicotah, converting this news into hourly expectation of relief,

ftood on the defenfive, and having three guns, obliged Captain
Smith to raife a battery, which, having nothing but field-pieces
¢, mount, would not have foon produced much effedt + buty by

4R 2 * the
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the tlme the battery opened, the garrifon had lavithed away all
their powder, and capitulated. The lofs fuftained in the attack
was only three men wounded. ‘The next day Captain Smith, with
400 of Sepoys, and two Cohorns, paffed the Caveri to reduce Iloor,
a fort fituated on the other bank, ten miles beyond Pudicotah;
but the garrifon evacuated it on his appearance. ~From hence he
marched againft Caroor, the principal objeé of this expedition.

Caroor is fituated 5o miles weft of Tritchinopoly, and ftands on a
plain five miles to the fouth of the Caveri, but near anoth>i' irer,
which fall into the Caveri at that diftance to the north. The river of
Caroor was the ancient boundary between the dominions of Tritchi-
nepoly and' Myfore ; and this conterminal fituation, under the fe-
curity of aftrong fort, and its rule over a rich and extenfive diftriét,
had formerly renidered it a place of great mercantile refort and opu-
lence, and it {hill continvued populous with fome wealthy inhabitants.
The river eontinues at the diftance of 8oo yards oppofite to the
fouth fide of the fort, and 1000 yards beyond, turns fhort, and ftrikes
dire@ly et : along this part, after the turning, and clofe to the bank,
extends the pettah, which likewife has the other courfe of the river
on the fouth fide; but not fo near; the extent of the pettah along
the river, from fouth to north, is 1000 yards, and recedes from it
about 500, fo that the efplanade between the pettah and the fort is.
500 yards acrofs, This ground is interfeted by two water-courfes
derived from the river to the fouth, one of which pafles clofe to the
wolt fide of the petcah, and turns along the north-fide until it rejoins
the river to the eaft. and thus ferves as a ditch on the w. and ~; the
other water-courfe lies midway between the fort and the pettah, and
ftretches to the north much farther out into the plain. The whole

of the pettah is mclofcd by a mud “11[ with towers, but of little
defence.

The fort is bailt of ﬂmne, and is nearly a {quare of 600 yards. It
has fquare towers in the cutiain, and baftions at the four angles,
behind each of which flands a cavalier, of round tower of folid ma-
foury, which rifes ten fest higher than the battion. The whole fort

18 furrounded by a dry diteh, of which the counterfearp is faced
4 with
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with ftone s and on the other fide is lined by the foot of the main
wall of the curtain, without berm or . fauffebrayc ; excepting along
that part of the rampart, which extends from the left of the great
gateway in the middle of the eaftern fide to the baftion i the w. E.
angle, and round it half-way along the northern wall; in which:
“extent a {lip of dry ground, 20 yards broad on the e‘aﬁem'ﬁde‘,
and 40 on the northern, is left asa place of arms, and fiirted with

a parapet wall, with Joop-holes for mufketry ; and round this wall

tho Tiren leaving the body of the fort, continues. There awas ho-

glacis, but a clear efplanade of 400 yards round. The garrion
confifted of 8oo horfe, 1000 Sepoys, 1000. matchlock-men, sand
a_great multitude, of colleries which had been drawn from the
hills towards, Dindigul..  Moft; of thefe troops were aflembled in

the spettah, and manned the walls on: the appearance of Captain.
Smith’s detachment, which came in fight-on the 17th, i the morn--
ing, approaching from the eaftward : the river, although it had no.
where more. than three feet water, (3was three Liundred yards in.

breadth.. - p: 11 _
T'he tieceflity of preferving the communication with T'ritchinopoly
required that the ammy (hould command the river during the at-

tack of the fort 3 which if advancing fi
pott, they might have attacked outright atonce on the weftern face;
and as the Imﬁ'eﬁion of the pettah would beft fecure the river, Cap-
tain Smith prudcntly made this his firft obje&t. If the pcttall were
attacked on the eaftern {ide, the river was to be pafled under the (m:
of this'front : if on the north ot fouth, the attack would be ex-
pofed to the additional fire in flant or fank from the fort 3 which
outvailed the paflage of the river, as the ground on the eaftern
fhore wis higher than the caftein face of the pettah, which, de-
fended 1 the paflage. Accordingly the attack was made on this
fide. 'The field preecs wéie pofted in the higher ground. ‘'he troops
were formed into three Qivifions: ‘The cavalry compofed the lefts
the.auxiliary foot the righty the Sepoys and Buropeans the center,
All c‘ntc-rc.d-thc river in this order, fupported by a britk fire from ﬁm
artillery.  The enemy {cemed, difpoled to difpute the pafage, wid

from

rom a diffefent point of fupe -

I 760.
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frbim the rampart of the pettah kept up a conftant but ill-direCted firc
m agq}mﬁ tI_lc? cent;cr divifion ; but ’thc c-annox}-(.hot penetrating through
their parapet did much execution, and fecing the columns to the
| right anld‘ left far advanced in the bed of the river, they became ap-
préhentive that their reticat to the fort might be expofed to. thefe
bodics of horfe and foot on each hand; and abandoned the defence,
¥ returning to the fort before extlier 6f the columins had crofled the
rivers but they had killed and wounded fome Sepoys in the viaffage.
-The plunder was given up to the troops without referve « bt uicy
found little of any value, excepting grain, of which the ‘whole crop
-of tlie country was in the town, but no merchants to buy it, nor had
the troops means to fend it away. The firength of the fort, and
* the {mall numbe of Europeans with Captain Smith, on whom,
neverthelefs, the fuccefs of the attack muft depend, determined
him to proceed with all the caution necelfary to their prefervation,
by opening trenches; and more artillery was ofdered from Tritchi-
nopoly. The convenience o “the pettah determiined the point of
attack. againft the fouth-eaft baftion, and ‘as ufual againft its fa-
Jient angle : the efplanade in this line was interrupted about half
way between the pettah ';md the ditch by fome ftraw huts, to which
the enemy had fet fire, but left the mud-walls ftanding. The next
. morning, which was the aoth, & party of Sepoys were pofled there;
but a ftrong fally of horfe and foot obliged them to retire, and the
enemy remained in the poft: the field pieces advanced; and drove
them from it, and it was again taken poffeflion of by the Sepoys :
in a few houts the enemy made a fecond attempt, but were beaten
off with lofs. Th,ef‘m‘%( uatio ﬁiyiwxm&’lﬁroper for, the breaching-
battery, an entrent \Bm%f wown round it, and @ trench of
_ communication Qoqtixxued‘ to it from the pettah, to preferve the
' troops from the fire of the fprt, which was inceffant, as well from
their capnon 2 {mall arms. ~ On the 23d the artillery with much
- difpatch arrived from Tritchinopoly; they were one eighteen-
pounder, two field twelve-pounders, one eight, and one nine-inch
mortar, with five coliotns 3 and by the néxt morning the breaching-
' battery was compleated, and dnother in the rear to the right, to en-
filade
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de the fouth curtdin with ricochet, Both opened at ' fun-rife,
the breaching with fix guns, the mortars and cohorns ; the ricochet

with two field-pieces 3 the fort returned with firmnefs, a'm,i- with -

-

much vivacity, and the advantage of a crofs fire from the s. w. bal
tion and cavalier on the left,  and from the:mafs of mafonry of the'
gateway on the night. ' On the 26th the approaches were carried
‘on to within forty yards of the ditch, when the fire: of the enemy’s.
mufquetry growing ftrong and fure, Captan Smith ‘ordered ;he‘ré—
e nf thie trenches to be conduéted by double fap, ‘which 1s
. with earth hnd gabions on each fide. "The {mall number of Euro--
peans in the detachment, with the inexperience of moft of them in
carrying on trenches, and the contitmal fire of the fort by night, as-
well as by day, rendered the progrels of the double {ifp extreme-
ly tedious, infomuch, that feven days were employed in carrying
it, although not more than 200 yards of work, to embrace the,
angle of the counterfcarp, and to fpring a mine, which blew it
into the ditch.- ; 4 7 Sl
Tt was perhaps the firft time that the Myforeans had ever feen an
enemy advancing under cover to the foot of their walls, and notwith-
ftanding the novelty of the attack, they fufpected, which was trug,

that the fort might be entered by the fame means 3 this apprehenfion,

with the ruin that had been commiiitfsﬂ in a large tract of country
tound Caroor by the matchlock=men and horfe of “Tondiman and
Tanjore, and the whole bedy of colleries, 'who had every day been
mak'ing excurfions, prompted the governor to propofe terms for the
ceflation of hoftilitics, He began by difavowing any participatioh.
of tlie King with the body of troops which had joined the French
in the Carnatic, and declared Hyder Ally, whom he ftiled o rebel,
the author of that alliance and expedition in confequence, he
wanttd a temporary and conditional {urrender. Several meflages:
pafled, in the intervals of which the attack and defence Was re-
newed 5 at length the eightecn-poundet, the only piece of effectual
battery, burft, and the breach was not yet pratticable, which -
duced Captain Smith  to agree to the following conditians : ** 'l‘hf;\t
« an Englith ferjeant, and fixty Sepoys, fhould immediatoly be put

LA 4
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« in pofleffion -of the “baftion attacked, and the Englifh colours

"¢ hoifted in the fort.  That the Englith army fhould remain in tie

s pettah, ot any where elfe out of the fort, keeping guards at che
¢ counterfcarp of \the ditch, for twenty days; during which, if no

< orders arrived from Madrafs to deliver the fort again to the govet-
““nor, it was,to be evacuated by the garrifon, who, in confideration

¢ of their gallant defence, were to carry away their arms and hegaes;
“ but all provifions and fores belonging to the goverp.ment of

<« Myfore were to be left in the fort.  If in this nterval ap ... " an

¢« proached from Myfore, the g'trnfon were ifl like manne' to evacuate

“¢ the fort to the Englifh troops: four hoftages ivcre to be given by

¢ the gamiou until the conditions were ultnnately decided, and an
““ European deférter was to be furrendered.” This capitulation was
figned on the 2d of September, #nd the Engllfh bepoy:. immediately

took pofieffion of the baftion attacked. |

Captain Smith in his interview with Bomapqh the goVemor of
the fort, was convinced that the king of Myfore had no concert in
the affiftance which Hyder Ally had fent to the‘ﬁ%rﬁmem of Pon-
dicherry ; and Boniapah ‘having 110 doubt from the articles of capi-
tulation that Careor would be reftored to the king, proferred to
withdraw the garfifon to Namcull, a fort 20 miles to the north, and

'thcrc wait the orders of Sermg'tpntam, and Fort St. George ;'to whwh
r(,aptmn Smith confented ‘under the reftriction, th.lt noné of the

garrifon fhould aét a vainft the Englnfh until the fate of Caroor was
determined at Fort St. George. Acuordmglv aﬂ the; vaorc troops
evacuated the place the fame day. The acqu ey ws véluable and
important ; for, lnpﬁdes tlgat s rfv'cmxes amﬁ‘unted to 44,000 1 a
year, it highly ageta ited, the refentment of the niiniftry “of My-
fore agmnﬂ Hyder Ally, as the author of the lofs.

Hof¥ilicies had con rmued in this interval between the Myforeans of
Dindigul, and the troops of Madura. | The Myforeans continted the
attick of Battle Grunta for fix days, and lmwug driven away the troops
which fupported it without, carried the fort itfelf by aflault ; but
thie defence had been maintained with refolution 3 for in the courfe
of it 30 Sepoys and 20 horfemen had begn killed and wounded 3 and

' of
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of the Peons 5o wounded, and 40, with an officer of note, killed: ‘T'he
Madura troops retired to a fort three miles diftant, called Gadameotah,
one of thofe which they had taken from the Myforeans, and were there
joined by a remforcement from Madura, which had marched to relieve
Battle Gunta, but came too late ; this addition rendered the whole
body equal to, the Myforeans, againft swhom they marched, beat up
thei camp, took their artillery, recovered pofleffion of Battle Gunta,
and advanced to reduce the other pofts towards Dindigul. ;
T ue capitulation of Caroor arrived at Madrafs on the 1 3th of Septein-
ber. On the fame day intelligence was received from Captain Prefton,
that the body of Myforeans, which had continued with the French
troops at Gingee, had moved from thence with all their baggage ;
and on the 11th the French troops followed, both procerding in the
road to_Thiagar, The prefidency were by this time convinced that
the king of Myfore and Hyder Ally were at utter variance; but
confidered, that cither they might recancile their differences, or that
Hyder, as was moft probable, would predominate 5 and in either of
thefe cafes, ather {chemes might be formed by the Myfore flate to
balance, as.formerly, the conteft between the two European nations,
againft which Caropr in their own hands would be the beft indemnity.
They therefore ordered Captain Smith to keep pofleflion, fll with
profefiion of amity to the king, but neither to give any affiftance,
nor oppofe any force which t!lc king mught fend againft Hyder
Ally, but rather to employ his detachment feparately againft the
troops of Hyder Ally, if the opportunity fhould occur, L
Colonel Coote was not embarked for Bengal, when the news of
the fuccefs againft the bound-hedge arrived at Madrafs, and with it
Colonel Moufon reprefented the incapacity i which he was likely
to remain for {feveral months of a&ing in the field, and requefted
that Colonel Coote might refume the command of the army.
The Prefideney feconding the requeft, he confented, and at-
rived in the camp on the night of the 2eth ; where he found
the army in the greateft. difcontent, efpecially the black troops, for
the want of provifions, owing to the avance of the renters appointed
by the Nabob in the conquered countries, who, forefecing that the
0 Yok AL B ' price
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price of grain' would rife, fuffered none to be brought to the camp.-
Sicknefs likewife prevailed, and with the wounded there were 600
Europeans in the hofpital. '

“The next day Colonel Coote caufed the gorges of the redoubts in-
the bound-hedge to be fortified, and fixed pofts in proper ftations in
the higher ground round the camp :- fromwhence on the 23d- 2
detachment of 200 raitk and file, with the company of pi7.eers,
a great number of cooleys and carpenters, . marched 't5'a h'tlock of
fand, which ftood Half a mile from the'fea, “and at the difance or a:
mile directly oppofite to the Madrafs redoubt in‘the rorth fide of-
the bound-hedge. Here they were to remain, ‘and raife a large re-
doubt on the table of the hill, capable of cotitaining/ five hundrad:
men. On the 27th m the forenioon, ‘Colottel ‘Coote ‘advanced, .-
with his ufual efcort of three compatiies  of “Sepoys, and 300"

Black horfe, towards the Ariancopang rédoubt, at whieh “the
guard took panic, and firing, off" the ~guns before the party ‘were -
within point-blank-fhot, ‘abandoned the poft, of which Colonel
Coote took pofieffion, and leaving the Sepoys in if, returned in
the afternoon with workmeti to retrench the gorge; on whofe
appearance ‘the town cannionaded and threw fhells, but without

- effect, and the gorge was compléated the next night. Early in the
morning of the 29th, 460" of the enemy’s Europeans; with two
field-pleces, marched from the glacis to recover the ' redoubt, ard
tmade various attempts, in all of which. they ‘were tepulfed, until
they perceived two companies of Sepoys marching on their nght
to gain their rear, whbm"ﬁ(!otbh"el Coote, who was always early
abroad, had fent from the Valdore Yedoubt ;, ‘on which the
enemy retreatéd, but #s they were going off received the fire of the
Sepoys, who were tlj.elnﬁ'lvcs‘ expofed to a ftrong, but diftant fire
from the town. Théenemy had two officers and feven private killed,
and the adjutant of the Lorram regiment with 18 wounded. None
were killed i the redoubt, and only one Sepoy in the plain.
Fifty. Europeans wete appointed to be the guard in future, as fuffi-
‘cient for the {udden defence, until reinforeed ; and more would have

2 been
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")een unneceffarily expofed to the fire of thot. and ﬂxells, wluclk con~
tmued and reached from the town.

i that part of the limits, which is unmedaatel;y behmd ti‘xc Ma-
diafi redoubt, was a regular village of feveral Atrests, called frpm
its infention, the Blancherie, in which all the cloths purchafed for
the French compény, at Pandiche.xry were bleached, and warchoufes
were builtin the village to receive them. As thefe buildings would
not only affo . thelter but convenience to the Englifh troops, the
ozdnids Fofoledd to deftroy them, and to ftrengthen the Madr afs re-
doubt, witi the ground about it. . They began to demolifh on. the
3othof Septembfx of which Colonel Coote received 1thte;Ihgence, zmc;
4o the intention., He went the next day, with his ufual efcfm; of
Scpoys and black horfe, as if he only meant te review rh¢ prqgref
of the redoubt he had ordered to be zaifed to the north of the
hiedge, in which Major Jofeph Smith commanded for .the- weck.
After dinner, both officers mounted their- rhqrfes, a?ﬂd ,proceeded
r:mth the efcort along the ftrand of, the fea; than;@ the lumts
wof Pondigherry, as if they only meant to recommlt;;e. The bound-
hodgc ceafeth at fome diftance from the water-merk, and left an
opening on 'the fand, which the encmy had ,qegle&ed to clofe or
obftru@. As foon as near this opening, Cﬂlﬂne:l Qr;lemd ‘;.ha

Sepoys to form in three parties, and the. hgarfe to divide equally with
them s but the Sepoys having, emcrtalped no fufpicion  that the
were led to fuch an,attack, boggled s on which he erdered the ]un?
to cut down whoever refufed to advance, or attepapted to run aw:
and the Sepoysy athamed of their backwardncs, racovered thc\r
fpirits . Two of the divifions went off to the right, one to foo.ce
through the bound-hedge, 500 yards beyond the: Madrads rcduubt
on its left, thesother to attack the redoubt itfelf, whillt Culonﬁl
Loote with ]aﬁph South vemained along ths mn-ﬂmm. tei.dy te‘
puth, and gain the wear, of the hedge, and all;the tl;lPe e}ttwks were
20 be made at the fame time. There were {ome naﬂ, ymces ‘of
«cannon in. the redoubt, apd feveral guards of Sepoys along the m[ de
of the hedge, alliof whigh kept up @ conftant fire, but at toq gwﬂt

3 diftance, whillt the twb parties {ent to the rnght were ndvdlmng
4 52 to
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to the ground oppofite their refpeive attacks. All Bore dowr:
b properly, as it had been concerted. Colonel Coote’s attack
"7 eafily pufhed round, and that on the right through the hedge;
and as foon as within both advanced, driving the guards before
them, to gain the rear of the redoubt, againft which the divifion
which attacked it had not fucceeded, having more difficulties and -
refiftance to encounter ; but as foon as the guard f2v the dinger
approaching from either hand within the hedge, they .bindcned the
redoubt, and retreated hattily into the warehoufes of the blezchiug
. town, which ftood within 200 yards inclofed with a high-wall. Five
Sepoys were killed, and the fame number wounded in the different
attacks. . All the three companies, with an Enfign, were left atthe
redoubt; C~lonel Coote and Major Smith returned, the Major to his
poft, the Colonel to the camp, from whence he fent off a party of pios
neers with gabions and fafcines under the command of Enfign Mac-
mahon, to clofe and retrench the gorge of the redoubt} but they
were firft to proceed to Major Smith’s poft, from. whence they
were to be accompanied by a detachment of European foldiers : but
Macmahon, miftaking his orders, did not call for this neceffary
reinforcement. In war moré than in dll the other occupations of
man, negleét rarely fails to bring on its own punifhment.
At midnight, whilft the pioneers were at work, “they were fud-
denly attacked by 400 Europeans, and 600 Sepoys, detached from
the town. The Enfign, a Dane, who commanded the Sepoys in
the redoubt, abandoned it on the firft onfet, in which Enfign
Macimahon was kilied : and the pionéers, furprized and defencelefs,
efcaped as they could; what Sepoys were within the redoubt
jumped out ; but the greatelt part, who were fationed round, en-
couraged by.a Subahdar 'named Cyven Naig, kept with him, and
~gained the plain at'ft_:f}‘;e‘ diftance without fright, where they forred,
under his direction, and followed him fo recover the poft. They
mounted the outfide of the rampart, gaitied footing on the i,
kept it, and continved a hot fire on the 4rea below, eipecially
towards the gorge. The enemy imputed this refolution to
much grezftcr nunibers than they eipe@ted, and than really were at
the
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the poft, and  in this fuppofition retreated to. the bleaching-houfes 1760
o el

Soon. after came up a {trong party of European's'.‘detac_hed on the firft TN
filna by Major Smith from his poft to the north. In.the difél"ént o
«“tions from _the firft affault, three private_Europém1s, befides enhg\n
Macinahon, were killed, and 30 Sepoys killed and wounded. The
enemy the next morning erected a battery of four pieces of. cannon
ai ie end of a lane, which joined the ftreet of the Blancheric, lead-
ing as well 7, 4L in a ftraight line to the rear of the redoubt, on
whick th:ey continued firing, two- days without killing any of the
guard, and then having other occupations they defifted ; fome muf-
ketry fhll continued in the. bleaching houfe, but were driven out the
nex . day, and abandoned the village. ; T s \

The acquifition of the Madrafs redoubt compleated the entire poflef~
fion . of the bound-hedge from the fea-fhore to the north, as far. as
the river of ;Ariancopang to the s. E. ; and turned againt the town,
with every. advantage, the line of circumvallation intended for its
defence.” But the ground to the fouth aleng the courfe of the river,
from the redoubt of Asiancopang to the fea, was {till open, and the
river fpreading.dver {heets of {and, which were often dry, was at all
times, excepting in the rainy feafon, fordable ; and to fecure the
paffage, Mr. Lally had fome months before ercéted a redoubt which
he called St. Thomas. in a {mall ifland of fand in the river, oppofite
to the center of this face of the town, and about j00 yards from the
walls.. The rains were now apptoaching, and the redoubt, if im-
mediately taken poficfiion of, could not be maintained by the Englith
army after the river thould fill, and as ufual overflow the country;
for which reafon’ Colonel Coote deferred . the reduion of it, until
the rains were paffed. In the mean time_efforts were {till to be
apprehended to bring provifions into the town 3 for the French
troops, which had followed the. laft divifion af the Myforeans to.
Thiagar, contipued thergs and although the main body of the
M foreans had left Tbiz}gqr, no jntelligonce was yet mce;Vai of ther |
departure to their own gountry. .° . 4

The French force which had marched to Thiagar, was 400
Europgan  foot, 250 Eurgpean_heife, and 1000 Sepoys. “The

1 little
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little army  of obfervation, wunder the’ command of C
Preflon, was not equal to an open encounter with this force he,
however, with his ufual a&ivity, determined to give them all ine
interruption in his poswer, and ordered Caprain Martin, who, with
. the free compatiy of 50 Frenchmen, was abroad with the Polygar of
Ventivalum in the hills to the fouth of Gingee, to hang in the rear
. of the enemy’s march ; and moved him{elf with the mzin body c. his
- divifion, from Ratlagrammon, to watch their motions - Vic avandi,
left they fhould turn, and lay wafte the recovered dif ricts between
-this place and Verdachilum. ‘Martin knowing the country, and ufing
_the niglit, picked up twelve Buropeans of the French troops. ‘Lhey
reachied the Panar jufk as it was fivelled by a fudden flood ; and j=r-
.- fifting neverthelefs to crofs it, {fome-of them were carried away and
.drowned in the ftream, which the Myforeans had pafled with cafe
 before the frethes came down. As fooos a8 Prefton was arrived at
Vicravandi, the garrifon remaining at Gingee marched and affault-
ed Ratlagranymon, in which had been left only two companies of
~Sepoys, who defended the poft with refolution, and obliged the
. enemy to retire, after they had loft fourteen Eurgpeans killed in the
attack, and leaving an officer and three wounded, who were made
-prifoners. Prefton receiving intelligence, that the French troops and
the Myloreans were afferabled at Thiagar, returned from Viera-
vandi_to Raltagrammon, left they fhould return fuddenly during
his abfence, and.attempt to movcggo Pondicherry with the convoy of
bullocks which fill continwed at Gingee.
By -this, time the pr dency‘ﬁnew the caufe of the departure of
the laft body of ° g ans from Gingee to. Thiagar, but were not
able to ;qgétm‘t lgr -EPO' marth of the French troops fo. far to

the weftward, at “"I;"fime when their utmoft efforts became every day

- more neceflary 19 efcort the provifions they had colle@ed, intoPon-
dicherry. . .. a1 e

In the beginting of the year, Baiagcrow, thegeneral and seprzl J

the Morattoes, fent an army of 8ooo hotfe, and the fame numbcr of

foof, with cannon, wnslér the commantl of an officer of fervice,

" named

i



Tue MysoreaNs. ' @Iﬂ
By ux;\”“ : ’

“named Vizvazypunt, which crofled the Kriftna in the month of 1760,
Rebruary, and advancing to the fouthward ftopped frequently to - ‘-—ﬁg—‘
eauit contributions from forts and ftrong-holds in the way; feveral - G&é by
of which, on denial, they took. In the beginning of June they
halted and encamped at Chinabalabaram, on the confines of Myfore -
to the w. E. and'not far from the hills to the N. w. of the Carnatic, -
from whener Vizvazypunt fent letters, fignifying expeltations of
money, by ofering affiftance to the Nabob Mahomed Adly; and
others to tie king of Myfore, demanding with more authority
the arrears of the chout,’ or tribute, to which the Morattoe nation '
pretends a right from all ‘the countries in the peninfuda. < At this
tirae Hyder Ally, “at Séringapatam, 'the capital of Myfore, had; as

if 'in difguft, refigned his employments of gencral and minifter: he
had fome time before concluded his treaty with M. Lally, and fent
off the body of 4000 Myforeans, which came to Pondichetry undes
the cammand of his brother-in-law' Mutoon Saheb 3 rélying on this
alliance, and his own ‘courage, he was fo aflured of his importance
and fafety, that he abided at a town within three miles of Seringa-
patam, with all his family of women, attended only by goo harfe- -
men, who were of proved fidelity and refolution. Agents dccompanied -
the letters of Vizvazypunt, with whom' the kiug'wilccrt,ed,'f}igt )
their mafter fhould move with his arfmy to Scriﬁg‘:e‘gg{:figa,‘ ‘a8'9f to -
haftén by intimidation the levy of a large contribution, ‘which the <
king had privately confented ‘to pay. Hyder Ally fuppo[ec"i,f.‘;hat
their approach would reinftate him ‘in the command of thekmp’s
forces to oppofe them, and difcovlred when near, that the Morat- -
toes had engaged to feize his perfon 3 on which he mounted in the
dead of night, accompanied by fome of his horfemen, and lefti his
whole family behind. Some Morattoes followed them, whom -he
out-ftripped, and the next day arrived at Badgalore, a ftrong city
60 miles to the north of Seringapatam. Being the bringer of his
- errand, he had time, and found means to engage {fome qf the
officers, who prevailed on the reft to declare: they would abide 1)3’
his fortunes ; and in confegquence they fhut the gates. From this

regreat he immediately fent orders £0 his bygthec-in=law, to g“ it fh.e
arnatic
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Carnatic with all the troops under his command, and to march,
avoiding the Morattoes, to Bengalore. Muéoon Saheb had received
‘the letters, when he moved from Pondicherry on the 16th of. Au-
-guft; but.concluding Hyder ‘Ally to be in fafety for a while at Ben-
_galore, and believing -etther‘that a reconcitiation would take place
between him and the King, after the retreat of the Morattoes ; or
otherwife, that Hyder Ally-might think it moft exped ‘ent to come
himfelf, and join the French, forthe fake of the cefl. i1 ftipulated
“in the treaty ; he determined, although not to return to Dondickerry,
to contmue in the Carnatic, and in confequence employed, as we
have feen, his'troops againft Trinomaly, and other places in that part
of the country, until he received, in the beginning of September, f.. -
ther itelligence from Hyder Ally, which left no alternative to hisde-
parture; on which he recalled the 800 horfe which were at Gin gee, and
without folicitation, with an integrity rar¢ in the politics of India,
requefted the French force to accompany them in order to receive
back the pofleflion of the fort of Thiagar, which he without ftipula-
tion tendered of his own accord. On their arrival there on the
13th of Septemiber, - he fulfilled his word, claiming only on oc-
cafion their future afliftance, and three days after marched away
with his whole force to join his brother.  'The French left 200 Eu-
ropean foot, and five companies of Sepoys in Thiagar, and the tefl,
: being the fame number of foot, 150 European horfe, and three com-
panies of Sepoys, returned to Gingee.

The reftitution of Thiagar, and the departure of the Myfore troops
out of the province, confirmed the veracity of the king’s difavowal
of any participation in that expedition, and the Prefidency repeated
their orders te Captain Smith and the troops of Madura to ceafe hof
tilities in the Myfore diftris.  Previous to the receipt of thefe or-
ders, Captain Smith'had fent 2 detachment from Caroor, againft 4
fort called Pudicotah, different from that he had taken in his ap-
proach. ‘It ftands ‘nine miles to the ¥. , of /Caroor on the iowtil
bank of the Caveri. Theé garrifon evacuated it on the appearance of
the detachment, who left a party to hald it, and réturned to Caroor.
‘The want of money prevented any farther operations ;. for, althowth

the
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the revenues of the country feduced exceeded 300,000 fupees a 1760,
yer, the devaftation’of the auxiliary horfe and foot which could not ‘-—vk-—"’
- be 1c8rined, left no contribiitions to raife. = Captain ‘Smith, there-~ - Npi
fore, returned with'a part of his command - to Tritchinopoly, and

on' the way fent off a-detachment to reinftate two polygars, who

had been-driven out of their pollams by the troops of Dindigul, from

whom the detachment et norefiftance, as the governor of Dindigul

had received +» s, in confequence of the capitulation of Caroor, to

ceafe hoftilitizc againft the pofleflions of the Nabob. By this time the

troops of Madura had  taken' five other forts between Batal Gunta

and Dindigul, in all feven, and continued to keep poffeflion of them

until farther orders, encamping their main body at Batal Gunta,

and keeping flight guards in the others, - Captain Smith arrived in

the beginning of October at Madr’afs, to give an _accoutic of his ex-
pedition, and the ftate of thz conquered country ; and foon after re-

turned to his command in Tritchinopoly. RN ;

As foon as it was -afcertained that the Myforeans had quitted the
province, Colonel Coote, to fave the heavy expence of the black ca-
valry, difcharged 500 of them, moftly thofe brought by Maphuze
Khan, which reduced the number'to oo, of which goo were with
Prefton, and the reft with himfelf in the camp. A party, with fome’
bullpcks, advancing from Gingee, arrived on the 2d of O&tﬂqm at
“lalamoodi, a village, twelve miles 'froni_Pondicherry between the!
river of Ariancopang and the Panar, intending to pufh into the '
town in the might under the proteétion of St. ‘Thomas ' redoubt,
On intelligence of ‘their approach, Colonel Coote detached all vhe °
cavalry in the camp, which, befides the black, were one. of the twd
troops of Europeans, to lie in their way: of which the pavty gt !
intelligence, and leaving their bullocks retreated during the might,
and in their return three offieers, who lagged behind in their palans
kins, were taken by fome black horfe and Sepoys, which ‘Cagtain
Szefton had detached to harrafs the party from Ratalgrammon.

The army had hitherto continucd on the ground beeween Ouls
garry and the river of Aniancupang, where they had encamped =
mediately after the fuccefs of the bound hedge, This ground is always

Yor, 1L Aol overtlowed
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overflowed in the rainy feafon, of which the figns encreafed every
day ; and on the 6th the whole army marched off by the Jeft; and
*  encamped on the ridge of the Red-hill, a mile and half neare: 'the-
" bound-hedge than their firft encampment at Perimbé, but to the left
of that ground. ‘The heighth and fandy foil of this fituation
drained and dried the wet as faft as it fell, and: fecured at leaft the
troops from this inclemency under foot, and large caferns of mat
and bamboo were built to fhelter them from the ot " 1
At one the next morning, firing of cannon and raufketry was
heard in the road of Pondicherry. Befides {maller craft, three
French thips, the Hermione, the Baleine, and the Compagnie des
Indes were at anchor before the town, as near the furf as prut'ence
permitted, and under the command of 1oo guns, mounted along the
works on this fide, and the ftcand, to proteé the road. Thefe fhips
were intended to wait until the ftormy vseather, and then fail to ports
to the fouthward, and retusn with provifions, of which the preven-
tion would in that feafon become precarious, even fhould.the Eng-
lith fquadron be able to continue in fight of Pondicherry. Mr. Ste-
vens had for 1hme time determined to cut them out of the road. His
fquadron always continued at anchor before Cuddalore. A fortnight
before the prefent, a night had been fixed ; but the thips beginning
to hoift out their boats before it was dark, they were perceived by
telefcopes from Pondicherry ; and men were immediately fent from th.
fhore to reinforce the French fhips 5 which was likewife difcovered by
the fquadron, and obliged Mt Stevens to defer the defign, until the
enemy’s fufpiciors thould have ccafed. In the mean time the Tyger
of 60 guns was fent to continue near Pondicherry, and anchored a
little to the fouth, two miles from the fhore. On the night of the
6th, the enterprize was refumed. The boats, fix and twenty, were
hoifted out after dark, and manned with 400 failors, moftly volin-
teers, and failed to the Tyger, where all affembled at 12. Soon after
they perceived the lights in the great cabbin of the neare Llp,
the Hermione, extinguithed, and concluding that the officers were
gone to reft, fet oft for the attack. The boats moved in two divi-
fions, one allotted to the Hermione, the other to the next fhip, the
4 Baleme 3
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Baléine's the attack of the Compagnie des Indes was to depend on
-the fuccefs of thefe, To prevent deviation, the boats of each divi-
. Tien moved in a line, holding to one other by ropes. The niclies
" of the oars were covered with freth fheep-fkin, to prevent creaking.

The watch-word by which the men were to know one another in

the attack, was Cathchart, a found which few Frenchmen can pro-
nounce, It lightned continually, as ufual in the nightstbefore the
change of the monfoon ; neverthélefs, the divifion to the Hermione |
got within viftol-thot of her ftern, before they were difcovered ;
when the boats feparating, ranged up equally on cach fide of the
thip, and two went forward to the bows to cut the cables. During
th's approach, all hands in the fhips were up, and firing mufketry
on the boats, and fhot came from the guns of the Compagnie des
Indes, which lay to command both the other thips, The Hermione
was boarded in as many parts as there were boats round her. The
crew, which were 7o Europeans, behaved well, defending them-
felves and the thip with pikes and piftols, when the attack came
hand to hand.,  The man who firft attempted to cut the cable had
his head cut off by an officer ftanding to guard it in the bows; never-
thelefs numbers prevailed, and the crew were all driven or tumbled
down the hatch-ways; for no concert of furrender could take p_lgcc,
or be trufted. As foon as they were all down, the lmitchos"_.W‘,‘,-fc
clofed and centinels fixed over them, and then the mizen topfail,
the only fail bent, was fet to carry off the fhip, which feveral
boats ‘were lkewife ready to tow: but by this time, the {hore,
which had waited until the firing of the attack had ceafed in the
fhip, began a violent cannonade, of which the lightning directed
the aim : and fhot continually ftruck ¢ one deftroyed the wheel of the
rudder, killed the two men who were fteering, and cut the ﬁl‘ler
rope.  The prifoners confined below deterred every one from going
down into the gun-room to fix another rope to the rudder, and the
Lo il was not fofficient to fteer the fhip; the boats remamed
the only means of carrying her off, and they tugged with {uch
violence, that they continually fhape the towing ropes. Meah

whils the fire continued from the fhore. At length, fome imagined
4T a that
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1760. that the fhip had no motion, and refifted by a cable aud anchor
« . concealed under her keel; on which the officer who commanded
Oaobers  the atrack, refolved to leave her. The prifoners below were told;.
: that it was detcrmined to fet her on fire, on which they camc up
readily to be carried off in the boats, which rowed away with them
to the Tyger. When arrived on board, the captain, Digby Dent;
faid he fhould fend his own men, if the divifion did not imme-
diately return to bring off the fhip. ‘This {pirited tetuk> prevailed,
“all the boats fet off again and met the thip half a ‘mile nearers;

for the land=wind had {prung up and was driving her out.

"T'he difpofitions for the attack of the Baleine, were the fame, and
fucceeded more eafily. The crew made little refiftance; only tve
men were killed before thay furrendered. The rudder of the fhip
was afhore, but feveral fails wei s bent to the yards which fufficed
to move and fteer her, and fhe was brought, and anchored near-the
Tyger, before the Baleine came up, No attempt was made on the
Compagnie des Indes.

By this time the want of provifions preffed fo hard, that Mr.
Lally aflembled a general council, and propofed the 1mmediate
expulfion of the black inhabitants, who reprefented that their
fidelity alone to thofe who might condemn them to this fevere ca-
lamity, had left it in their power to inflict it: by their removal,
likewife, all the Europeans would be deprived of their domefhics 3
and from thefe confiderations the affembly broke up withowr de-
cifions but fome from fear of the other inconveniences of the
blockade during the flarmy weather, requefled permiffion of Colonel
Coote to fend away their families either to the Danifh or Dutch
{ettlements on the conft, which were neutral in the war; and pafl-
ports were granted,

Intelligence was icceived on the 11th,  that the garrifon intended
to march out a detachment of 400 men, to ftorm the Madrafs re-
doubt in the bound-hedge, and then puth on to attack the lagme. 56
doubt, which the Englith army had raifed to the north of it; on
which the picquets of the camp marched, and took poft half-way; in
order to fall on the rear of the detachment : being difcovered, the

enemy




BroCKADE OF PONDICHERR Y.

enemy made no motion, but the next day the town fired hotly, but
without execution, on the Ariancopang redoubt. :
The winds had for fome days veered and ftréngthened ; and on

“the 22d and 23d, the two Admirals failed out of the road of Cud- -

dalore with all the fhips, excepting four, which two days after, on
fufpicion of ftormy weather, went away likewife. ‘Their departure
was unexpeted, becaufe contrary to Mr. Stevens’s declaration, that

he would not quit the coaft until compelled by the utmoft ne- -

ceflity, which had not yet come. As foon as they difappeared, the

Compagnie des Indes, and a floop which was in the road, prepared.

as had been forefeen to put to fea. The thip failed on the 3oth to

Lrine provifions from Tranquebar, and the {loop armed with feveral -
B A Bt i ) f
guns was intended to cruize 1n the pffing for the grain-boats, which -

at this feafon of the year come w'th the wind and corrent from the

sorthern to the fouthern parts of the coat, and generaily fail in .
fight of the fhare. . The four men of war which left Cuddalore on «

the 23d, anchored on the 1t of November off of Alamparvah,
from whence they fell down on the 14th to the road of Pondicherry,
and gave information, that Mr. Stevens was gen€ with the other
12 thips of the {quadron -ta vefit them in the bay of Trincomaly.

Captain Prefton, on the 18th of O&ober, detached fome black:
horfe and Sepoys from his poft at Ratlagrammon, who came back -
with 400 head of cattle of thofé colletted by the French, which .
were grazing in the country round the pettah of Gingee: The de- -

tachment was neither oppoted or purfued, althotigh a confiderable -

party of the French troops was then in the pettah ready to march.

This party moved on the 21ft; they were 200 Europcans and .

Coffrees, 400 Sepoys, 100 - Europsan, and as many black horfe.

They croffed the river Panar on its decline, and on their arrival at

Thiagar, a detachment larger than their nuiaker was formed, and

marched away, to attack the fort of Chandamungalum, which {tands
half-way towards Trinomalee ; the fort was gartifoned by four o
five companies of Sepoys with a few Buropeans from Chittapet,
who repulfed the affault with uncommon ability, having kKilled

ten Europeans and 40 S€poys, and wounded 50 Sepoys and 20
Ny T ERerfes 3
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horfes 5 after which the French party attempted nothing more, but
returned to Thiagar.

Captain Prefton, onthe firfk intelligence of their motion from
‘Gingée, fet out, as before, to follow them with the greateft part of ms
force meﬂat»lagrammon, but when arrived on the 24th near Villa-
porun, found the river fivelled, and continued on the bank, in expeéta-
November. tion of its fall  and on the 1ftof November, the garrifon of Gingee,

being ftronger than ‘the force he had left at Ratlagramn:on, egain

detached a party of 25 European horfe and 20 foot with tliree com-

panies of Sepoys and fome black cavalry, to drive away all the

cattle about this place, shich by the late captures and purchafes
y " made for the camp were many herds, Captain Robert Fletcher,
‘wlio commanded during the abfence of Prefton at Ratlagrammon,
waited until the enemy began ¢\ retreat with the cattle they had
gathered, when he appeared with 5o black horfe, and three com-
panies of Sepoys in theix rear, and followed them fix miles, but
as if cautious of coming too clofe to their fire ;5 which continually
drew it from them ; when, perceiving that they had almoft ex-
pended their ammenition, he appreached nearer, and engaged them
regularly, which they fearcely {uftained, and foon broke, and all their
Sepoys flung down their arms,  Fifteen of them were killed, and
30 with a Subadar or captain made prifoners: of the Europeans,
fix were killed, or fell wounded, and yso mufkets were colleted.
“The next day, Fletcher, with a ftronger force, marched wzoie
from Ratlagrammon, and contriving his time, arrived at night, and
entered the pettah 0f Gingee, which has but a {light wall, by fur-
prize, fet fire to ic‘% ‘every part, and met no refiftance, excepts
ing the wncertain fire of the cannon from the hills above, and on
his return he drove off a greater number of their cattle than the
enemy had taken .the day before.

The frequent, althoug-h flender ateempts and enterprizes, which
had been made by the body of French troops in the field, in rrics
either to fupply Pondicherry with provifions, to gain plunder, or to
ereate diverfions of the Englifh force, had in the whole expended
mote than three hundred Europeans ; moft of the reft were now at

‘Lhiagar,
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Thiagar, and from the force remainihg at Gingee, including what the
garrifon might on occafion fpare, no attempt of convoys to Pon-
Sicherry beyond the provifions of a few days were to be appre-

bended. They had loft, if ever it lay open, the opportunity, when they -

were in full force. Neverthelefs the number of troops remaining at
Pondicherry, with the defences and ammunition, ftill fecured the town
from every danger, excepting famine ; and Mr. Lally not impru-
dently prefi:rred that the troops he had detached, fhould remain abroad,
where they might do fome fervice, and would fubfift themfelves,
rather than return to confume in Pondicherry the flender ftock of
provifions, of which' they had fupplied fo little.  He now wifhed
~even to add more to their number for another purpofe, on which
il fortune and neceflity obliged hirs to rely as the !kelieft means
that remained of relieving the diftrefles of Poundicherry.

The French fquadron, which had left the coaft on the 1ft of
O&ober of the preceding year, arrived on the 15th of November at
the ifle of France. This ifland hever furnithed provifions fufficient.
for the fettled inhabitants, and had been fo much exhaufted of the

ftores colle@ted from abroad, by viétualling the {quadron at their-

departure for the coaft, that little remained to afford them on their
return; and this fcarcity had been injudicioufly encreafed by the
equipment of two veflels, which had been fent to attack the Engluh
fitories in the gulph of Perfia. In this diftrefs, it was refolved to
1otiow the example of the preceding year, and to fend' three fhips.
of burthen, under the convoy of the Centaur of 74 guns, beloxiging
to- the French Company, to. purchafe provifions at the Cape of

Good Hope. But Mr. D’Aché propofed to give the command of the

Centaur to the captain of the King’s thip the A&if ; on'which all the:
captains of the Company’s fthips of war protofted again{t this pre-
ference, as derogatory to their own righits ; and whilft the tedious dif--
putations ufual on fuch ogcafions were rFarrying on in writing, with.
much weerbity and little public zeal, the annual tempeft of the ele«
ments in this climate arofc in the night of the 29th of Janvary, and
lafted without intermiffion, and with'the utmoft excefs, for 36 houts.
Thirty-tvo veflels in the port of Mauritius were torn: froms their

p anchors ;
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anchers ; but all, excepting one of 30 guns, werc ftopped by the’
ooze 'of the bay from driving on the rocks which fraize the fhore;
on which all the {maller craft were firanded and wrecked.  The
- tuiin was greater on the land, ‘All:the -vegetation of provifions'
r above the furface was deftroyed. The cattle and fowls were wathed:
: away by the torrents, or perithed by the inclemency, and of the
) magazines of grain, which are all-built of wood, {fome were over-
; thirown, and the reft opened by the wind to the rain. Thice months
were employed in repairing the damages of the marine and fhore.
In this interval, fome few provifions were brought by fome trading
veflels of the colony from Madagafear, and the furplus of the ifland
of Bourben. ' On the 26th of May it was determined to fend four
thips of war, 2~ faft as they could be equipped, in order to fubfift at
Foul-point in Madagafcar. On)the 8th of June, arrived a veflel
from France, apprifing, that an armament was fitting outin England
.to attack the two iflands of Mauritius and Bourbon ; in goufequence
.of which, the French government had fent the regiment of Cam-
bray, of 700 men, to reinforce them 3 and the {quadron, if at Mau-
ritins, was ordered to-continue there ; and, if gone, to the coaft, to
‘be immediately recalled.  ‘Thefe orders determined Mr, I’Aché
to remain with the greateft part of his fhips for the defence of
the ifland; but to fend away thofe before allotted to Madagafcar;
which, to fave the confumption of viftuals, were not to return t
the ifle of France, until the soth of Auguft: if at this time wity
received no di'w’-'-mhnw to aét, the council.of war might proceed
to the exccution of any fervice, ofwhich the condition of the fhips
might be deemed capable : meaning to intimate, that they might,
if they chofe it, go to the coaft of Coromandel. The Centaur
failed for Madagafear om. the 16th of June, but the other three
not in les than a menth after; by which ime the regiment of
Cambray was ariived in feveral of the Company’s fhips from
Frace. The news of the ftorm was brought to Pondiche:ty by
the Hermione and Baleine in July, bt by detaining the failors for a
while on board, the report was kept fecret, until others properly
fabricated and given out, perfuaded the colony, and theenerry at thetr
gutes,
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garss, that the fquadron ftrongly reinforced from France. might : be
every day expected on the coalt. . In the middle of O&ober, letters
difpatched from Mauritius to Mahé, on the codft of Malabar, ar-
tived from hence; with information of the, departure of the four
thips to Madagafcar, and dubious affurances of their inqtcntion to
come at all ‘events' to Pondicherry. Mr. Lally had always regarded
the operations of the {quadron as fo unzealous and indecifive, that
he was convinced thefe fhips would not make the éffort. . He, how-
ever, concealed this opinion, and the intelligence concerning the
fuppofed attack of Mauritivs'from: England 5 but gave out that the
fhips gone to Madagafcar; and more, might be expeéed at. Pondis
cheiry with the regimentof Cambray on board. But,. defpairing
5f the relief he pretended, he perfuaded the Council to conclude a
treaty for the affiftance; of the body of Morattoes under the coms
mand of Vizvazypunt, which had lately. returned from Seringa-
patam in Myfore to the confines of the Carnatic. . ikt

Vizvazypuat, on his firft approach from the Kriftna, had in April

- fent letters toPondicherry, tenderinig the fame affiftance o the French -

as he was offering to the Nabob and the Englith: a vague corre(pon-
dence had continued in confequence of thefe overtures 3 but, on his
nearer approach, Mr, Lally fent two agents to bis camp... The
Morattoe required a fum of ready money in hapd, and the ceflion

of the fortrefs of Gingee, which, befides the influspee it would give \

Falagerow in the province of Arcot, was the with of a national
nour, fince Gingee had, until the beginning of the

pomt ‘of ho : , |
prefent century, been the capital of a race of Morattoe kings, whofe

dominion extended from the Coleroon to the Paliar., The Council -

empowered the agents to agree that Gingee fhould he delivered to
him- as foon as the Englith. army rotreated from l’uu’di@\crry,_ and
that 560,000 rupees thould be paid him when his own appeared in
fight of ‘he town. All the French troops, abroad wore to join {s:.
Morattoes as foon a§ they pafled the hills, jand entored the pro-
vince. If thefe terms were not readily acceptedy the agents were

to infinuate that, although the diftrefles of Hyderally had broke any .

farther expedations of affiltanee from him, the king of Myforc ,luﬁrf ‘

Yor. 1! w &
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{elf would be glad to obtain Gingee on the fame terms ; when_the
Morattoes would be precluded from .the probability of gaining any
advantage by their expedition to the Carnafic. 1
But as the negociation might be protradted, and provifions, eveil
for a few days, were become of great importance, Mr, Lally ordered
the troops abroad to make what effort they could, before the rains
ceafed ; and as Gingee was {o clofely watched by, Prefton’s,com~
mand, he directed the main body to continue and a& from Thiagar,
from whenee, by the diftance, and the nature of the conntry be-
_ tween, their motions would be lefs liable to be afcertained and in-
terrupted.  In the mean time, as well to fave the confumption in
the town, as to convince the Morattoes that the troops in garrifon
were more than {ufficient to defend it, he refolved to fend out. more
to join thofe already in the field.  Accordingly on the night of the
1t of November, 100 Europeans crofled the river. of Ariancopang
in boats, and were proceeding along the {ea-fhore, from, whence they
intended to turn inland, and gain their way to the weft between
the two rive s, expecting no interruption, as the rains were almoft
continual, and had drenched the plain : but in the clofe of the eve-
ning, a guard of Sepoys had been advanced from the fort of Arian-
copang, and took poft on the ftrand of the fea; they fired, on
the firft alarm upon the French party, who, imagining their force
greater, and that it had been. ftationed on purpofe to intercept thera,
hurtied back to their boats, and regained the town: only one o7
the Sepoys was killed 5 the enemy’s lofs was not known, but was .
fuppofed to be more. I
. Esceflive rain ftopped any farther opperations between the Englith
camp and the French troops for feveral days, during which, both
continted igtent only on the fea. To appofe the armed boats of
the town, fome were equipped in the like manner at Cuddalore,
which on the 7th took a boat coming with paddy from Tranque-
bar, and another going ‘thither with effes of value; and intelli-
gence béing received that the fhip la Compagnie des Indes, with a
fchooner and feveral fmaller veflels, were taking in provifions there,
Coirmodore Haldan detachied two of the men of war with orders
' to
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feize them, and ‘every other veffel ‘swhich had’ more %han the
provifiens of their ewn diet ‘on board. They came into the road
.on the 8th, where they found the Salifbury of 5o guns arrived
iom Triconomaly, which had anchored clofe to the Compagnie des
Indes, and kept her under command, waiting orders from the com-
modore. ‘The Compagnie des Indes ftruck on the firft fammons ;
and the {chooner, which' was loaded with 400 bags of wheat, and
fome barrels of falted medt, ran afhoré. ' The fimaller veflels in the
foad efcaped to the fouthward ; and the Salifbury failed away with
the prize to rcjoin Admiral Stevens at Triconomaly. The news of this
lofs was received ins Pondicherry with as much concern as a difafter
i the field. The Danifh government fent deputies 0 Colonel
Coote, with a proteft againft the infradtion of the neutrality of their
ports but were thewn intercepted letters, which pibved their ‘affift-
ance to the French agents, and filenced their remonftrances.

On the gth of ‘the month, a ricochet battery of four eightden-
pounders was finlithed in a ruined village, 1400 yards to the north,
between  the fea-fide and the bleaching town : th¢ fhot plunged
along the eaft face of the town, and were anfwered very hotly by
twelve pieces of cannon, which as well from the “diftance, as the
parapet of the battery, by which the guns were entirely concealed,
could'do no mifchief. L ob ol o

On the 12th, Colonel Coote received information, that a co'nv'oy'

was advaycing from Thiagar; they were 24 European and 100
black horfe, efcorting roo bullocks, laden with falted beef, and edch
of the horfemen likewife carried 2 parcel of it at the croup of his
faddle. 'They crofled the Panar on the r3th, at fome diftance
above T'rivadi, and proceeded between this and the river of Arian-
copang ; but imprudently loft timeé in driving 300 bullocks more,
which they had taken upin the way. At four 1a the morning they
came up near the fort of Ariancopang, and were immediately {lir-
rounded by a detachment of 100 European foot, 40 European and
150 black horfe, which were waiting to intercept them, The
officer with one of the troopers was killed, and ten, with more thab
half the black horfe, furrendered 3 but the other 12 of the Burcesan

4 U2 horfe
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horfe pufhed to the river, and were ferried over to the town under
 Gioeg the gﬁh‘sj‘"ofj‘S:{?'Fl:lomaﬁ" redoubt. To prevent fuch attempts in
futute, 5o Europeans, with a company of Sepoys, were {tationed
and tettonched on the flip of fand on the fea-thore, oppofite to- the”
bar of the river. ' v
By this time the waters of the Panar were run off, and; as the
troops at Ratlagramon with Captain Fletcher were deemed fuffi-
Gent to oppofe what the enemy had at. Gingee, Taptain Prefton,
with the miain body of his command, marched away from Villa-
porum to attack Elavanafore, to which the officer at Thiagar fent a
reinforcement, chiefly of black troops; but, after Elavanafore was
shvefled did not advance to its relief. - The only guns fit for battery
with Prefton’s divifion, were two field twelve-pounders, which are
too flight again.®: frong defences 5 but, as the laft thing which is
done in country forts i to repair them, a breach was eafily made,
‘and the garrifon capitulated at difcretion, although they were 171
Europeans, 10 Topafles, and 400 Sepoys, with three field-pieces,.
befides the guae of the fort. il 1
Preparations had for fome time been making at Madrafs to con-
vert the blockade of Pandicherry intoa regular attack ; and on the
16¢h, the Admiral Watfon, a thip of goo tons, laden with all kinds
of ftores, arrived, and anchored off the north redoubt, and the
mafloolas of Cuddalore repaired thither to unload her. On the
18th, Mr. Call, the chief engineer, arrived in the camp, to condac!
the trenches.. ; , -
There were remaining in Pondicherry about’ so horfes belonging
to the cavalry, for which no forage could be procured either ‘within.
or without the walls 3 and, as the grain they confumed was fo much
taken from the fuftenance of the garrifon, Mr, Lally refolved to
find thein with the beft nders to Thiagar. Colonel Coote re-
¢éived intelligence, of the intention, but not of the time. At two-
o'elock in the morning of. the 211t, 200 grenadiers, with the horfe-
inen, pafled the yiver an rafts, near the bar, oppofite to the re-
grenched guard on the Apit of fand, from which the Europeans had
been. witlidrawn, and only the Sepoys were remaning 5 on whony the
French

v
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road to Trivadi.  On the alarm, ‘the pickets of horfe i the camp
mounted, and croffing the river, which chanced o be fordable at
Villenors, went in purfuit, and took thirteen, whofe horfes were too
fecble to keep pace with the others. ‘ 0. R
Major Prefton, foll=wing his' {uceefs, marched from Elayanafore,.
ed Rithavandum, which ftands 13 miles to the
. it furrendered to him, after little refiftance, on
the 22d : the garrifon confifted of 200 Sepoys, and five Europeans..
From hence he marched againft Chacrapollam, a mud fort, 15 miles
north of Thiagar ; which {urrendered to him without making any
defence ; for the garrifou was only a company of Sepoys, witha fer-
jeant. In the mean while, the French t-oops remaining atGingee, ex-

clufive of the garrifon there, '
to the s. E..and were repulfed, with the lofs of 20 Scpoys and four

Europeans, killed and wounded. ' ,

The landing of the ftores from the Admiral Watfon liad been im=
peded by the defertion of the boatmen, who ran away, becaufe they
had not been regularly paid ;. but the bléckade continued with the
utmofl vigilance, ;md. nothing, {inee the laft convoy, had attempted
to get.in by land; feveral boats
{+It) proyifions and arrack, were intercepted by armed boats cquipped
'+ Troricotah.. The encreafing diftrefs determined Mr. Lally to con-
fult nothing any longer but neceflity'; and on the 27th, he turned
out.of the gates all the blacks remaining in thie town, excepting a
few who were domeftics to the principal inliubigunts. . The number
expelled yvere 1490, of both féxes, and'every Agel. A hey ‘wandered
in familics and companies tow
mercy of being {uffered to pals
ftopped by the advanced Sepoys,
they retired,
admittance,, and. many of th
covored way, were fired upon
were killed., At night they we

againﬂ: a fort catl
N. E. of that place

away ; but thew 'were every where
and ordered to go'back 3 on which

em attempting to pafs over iuto the

by the mufketry and cannon, and fome

re quitt 3 but the next day, and for
; SN

French grenadiers immediately advanced, and gave their fire, whillt - 1
the horfemen went off as faft as they could over the plain, taking the N:\:Ter
s\ 2 - 8 2) s

went againft Chittamoor, a fort 1o miles -

coming from the fouthward, with'

ards all parts of the limits, hoping the -

ad aflembled round’ thé ' footiof the glacis, begging -
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fix more, they repeated the fame importunities to the town and the
o -Englith poﬁs, fmd received the fame repulfes. < Examples of this
INovember. {everity rarely dccur; and in civilized war is never exercifed but with
the utmoft reludance. At length Colonel Coote, finding Mr. Lally
inflexible, let the whole multitude pafs.  Their only fuftenanc., ex-
cepting the little they had brought out of the town, f{rcreted about
their petfons, had for eight days been the roots of grafs they picked
- up in'the fields, in which they lay. ‘They werc all extcnuated by
famine, aund few had homes or friends to go tos; neverthelefs their
- thanks were inexpreflible, even for this chance of prefervation.
 The Nabob was prefent at this ac of mercy, and concurred in 'it.
He left Arcot on the 15th of November, and went to Madrafs to
confer a few hours with Mr. Pigot, from whence he arrived in the
camp on the 3d of December. On the 2d and 3d, two veflels, a
ﬂ,oo'p, and a piniiace remaining at Pondicherry, failed away for T'rant
quebar, but thie pinnace was taken by the boats of Devicotah.
~ Four ricochet batteries, which were firft to open againft the town,
were finithed on the 8th., We have already given fome defeription
of Pondicherry, when attacked by M. Bofcawen in '1748. "All the
baftions remained in their firft form, which, for a town of this fize,
was very confined ; but counter-guards had been made béfore thtee
* of them, and ravelins raifed before the three gates to the land ;"a
rampart of earth had been added to the curtains, which before were
only walls of brick five feet thick. A wet ditch had beén compleated
on the three fides to the land, excepting in an extent of 200 yu 2. =
the fouth fide towards the fea, where the ground rifing higher re-
quired a deeper exc dtion, which for this reafon, as being more la-
borious and expenfiv ﬁ:hi@é'_xqm yet been 'dué; ‘to the extremity of
this higher ground where the ditch ceafed, came'a large creek from
the river of Ariancopang, which fupplied the ditch all round with
water.  The berm within the ditch was 2 5 feet broad; the cavered
way was narrow, dnd the glacis not fufficiently raifed.  The face to
thie eaft being within a few yards of the furf, and expofed onlv to an
éfcalade by furpiize, had ne ditch, but itd curtain was flanked by
projgo%itxg,-htteriCS, which likewife commanded the road. The'ci-
) tadel
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tadel was a pentagon with five baftions, but too fmall to endure
bombardment ; two of its baftions over-looked the eaft curtain,
and added to the fire on the fea. The town was vely commo-
diouly laid out in firaight ftreets which traverfed it entirely: in both
dire@iovs. 3 : :
The ricochet ibattery of four guns, which had opened on the roth
of November, had. .. fome, time been quitted, and the guns re-
moved to the north redoubt beyond the bound-hedge ; becanfe their
effe@ was not equal either to the expence of ammunition, or the fa-
tigue and rifque of the guards. The four batteries which were now
opened were thus fituated:  One ftood near the beach to the north,
200 yards in front of that which had been abandoned, and about 1200
from the walls ; it mounted four 18 pornders, and enfiladed the eaft
front of the town. Another of twe 24 and two 15 pounders, with
three mortars of 13, 10,/and 8 inches, was raifed on the other fide
of the morafs, which fpreads to the weft; it was 1400 yards
from the walls, and bore, but a little to the left, upon the weft
flank of the baftion in the north-weft angle, which mounted 10
guns, and had before it, within the ditch, a ftrong and extenfive
counter-guard, mounting 25 guns. ‘The two other batteries were

to the fouth. One on the edge of a large ifland, formed ;by tho.

river of Ariancopang; this battery mounted only two guns, of
which, one bore on the baftion next to that in the s.w. angle of
‘he.tewn, the other on St. Thoimas redoubt, which ftood on the
oppofite bank of the river lower down ; the other battery was
raifed in a fmaller ifland below the Coco-nut, from which it is

feparated on one hand, and on the other from the fpit of {fand, .

which forms the ftrand of the fea from the bar of the river. ‘This
is called the Sand 1fland ; the battery bore upon St. Thaomas re-

doubt, and on the curtain of the town between the two baftions .

on this fide neareft the fea, ' 4
All the four batteries were only intenided to harrafs the garsifon by
a crofs fire of ricochet fhot along the ftreets or ramparts; for none of
diea were on the perpendicularson which the breaching batteries
4 VIErG
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were intended to: be ereéted. They opened at midnight, between the
on ot 8th and gth, firing all of them at the fame time, and in vollies, on

the fignal of a fhell. A little beforc the firfk volley, Colonel Coote,
with two or three officers, approached towards the glacis of the
north front, in order to obferve what effet the firing wovia pro-
duce upon the garrifon. They beat to arms, but without confufion,
and feemed to have every thing in proper orler on their baftions ;
they raifed blue lights in different paits of the tuwn, butdid not
fire a fhot. Captain Fleteher, who was with the Colonel, very im-
prudently quitted him without notice, and went to the foot of the
glacis, where he fell in with the centinel of an advanced guard of
Sepoys, whom he feized and difarmed; and was bringing off; when
the guard, bearing the ftruggle, ran into the covered way, from
whence immediacely camea hot firgof muiketry upon Colonel Coote’s
party ; but I letcher brought off the Sepoy, who gave no intelli-

ence but what was better known before. ‘

The batteries ceafed before day-break, and the guns werc kept
mafked until the afternoon, when they recommenced, and the town
returned with great vivacity, but the firing ceafed on both fides in
ewo hours. The two batterics to the fouth prevented the enemy
from launching a large boat which they had fitted on the thore near
the bar, and drove them likewife from their guns in St. Thomas’s
sredoubt, which were only mounted in barbette. A

The firing continued in the fix. following days, but was every
day renewed at a different hour, and laficd varioufly, and never
more than three or four hours at«a time.  On the 18th, the vollies
ceafod for want of powder, and only fired ou_particular occafions.
In all this mﬁxﬂ?wuﬁlﬂ one man wae killed at the baftions,

and very few in the town ; but the pu rpofé was an wered of walting

the garrifon with (fau 39;’_which their fcanty allowance of proyi-

fions rendered them bittle able to endure. On the 14th, a party of

ploneers “PP‘*“?‘] at work with great eagernefs, to raife and e

vert the barborte of 8, Thomas’s redoubt into a parapet wilh cm-

brafures. The battery on the fand ifland fired to interrupt them
1
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by sight'as well:as by day, but'they perfévered. (Onithe 2oth, fonie
powder grrived 'in a veffel from Madrafs, and ' the énfilade and bhom-
hatdment recommenced from all” the batterits ‘qs ' ‘beforeand was
cou tantly anfwercd with the fime vivacity from the town.  On the
23d, the fhip Duke, of ‘500 tons, arrived from Madrafs, laden with
17 piecesiof bavtaring cannon and their thot, ‘and with all kinds of
ftores for the fiegr , out fo few of the boatmen had returned to theic
mafloolas, that very little could be fanded until others were affembled
from the neighbouring ports on the coalt, and even from Madrafs :
this delay, however, appeared of lefs detriment, becaufe the materials
for theé trenches, and for the batteries which were to difinantle the
defences and breach the body of the place, were notiiyet colletted,
and the engineers reported, that they hos!d not be ready 'to open
this fire before the third of January : but the batteries already con-
firucted continued theirs, On the 28thy Admiral Stephens in the
Norfolk, with three other thips of the line and ‘the Proteor fire-fhip,
returned into the road from Trinconomaly. it

The French troops affembled at Thiagar were fo much fuperior
to the little forts'around, that they became the terror of the ¢ouatry,
and their fmalleft parties brought in provifiens in plenty, and with-
out rifque. Major Prefton, having no longer ‘any apprehenfions
that the troops at Gingee would either be able to puth any convoys
through the circumvallation of the Englifth army, or éven to diftrefs
the rofts under the prote@tion of Captain Fletcher at Ratlagrammon,
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refolved, by cutting off the daily fupplies of Thiagar, to eblige

the troops there to employ large efcorts, which he hoped to intercept.
He marched from Rafhivandum on the 1ft of December, and en-
camped in the cvening three miles to the x.w. of Thiagar. On
the night of the 3d, all the French cavalry, amounting té 200,
led by Major Allch, an officer of 'Mr ' Lally’s | regiment,
pufthed out of the pettah, and went to the weft of Trino-.
maiee. Being fure of provifions abroad, they intended to remuin
in tne hills, waiting the event of the negociation, which Mn
Lillv 'was carrying on with the Morattoe Vizvazi'phm, ~wvhofe
troops, if it fucceeded, they intended to aceompany te Pondiche. .,
Vou. 1I. 4 X ‘ A few
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A few days afterwards, they were joined by a party of 100 Euro-
pean infantry, whom, to alleviate the confumption of provifions, Mr.
‘Lally had fent out of Pondicherry in the two veflels which faile””
on the 2d and 3d of the month, and ¢fcaped to Tranquebar 5 fiom
whence, headed by the bifhop of Hallicarnaffus, they ma:ched to
efcort him to the camp of Vizvazipunt at Cudapanazim, with whom
the bifhop was empowered to conclude the negu ation. They pro-
ceeded to Combaconum, by the fame road as the Nabob and Major
, Jofé'ph Smith had come taKarical, and received 110 moleftation in their
journey through the country of Tanjore. From Combaconum, they
crofled the Coleroon, and then pafled between Volcondah and Thia-
gar, out of the reach of Prefton’s troops; but 1o or 12 of them
deferted, and travelled to Tiltchinopoly, where they offered to ferve,
but were not enlifted; becauie Captain Smith had at this time dif-
covered a confpiracy of the Fiench prifoners to rife and overpower
“ the garrifon; in which the number of Europeans did not exceed 100,
and moft of them were invalids or foreigners; whereas the prifoners
were oo ; being the collection of all that had been taken at Ka-
ricai, Chillambium, and Verdachilum, by Celonel Monfon, and in
the diffcrent a&ions at Seringham and its diftri&ts, by the two Smiths
from Tritchinopoly,

The King of Myfore, not thoroughly convinced that his pro-
teftations of good-will to the Englith would induce them to reftore
Caroor, fent a large body of troops to the confines of its tercitory,
in order to fecond the terms of his negociation by the appearance of
;éncwﬁ?g haﬁaliﬂas if not accommodated ; and other troops proceed-
ed to reinforee ¢l fe at Dindigul; from whence thegovernor on their ar-
rival marched, with 1000 horfe, 2000 Sepoys, as many common peons,
sind fome cannon, againft Agarpatty, the neareft and laft of the forts,
which the troops of Madura had taken, but having left it only 42
Sepays, it {urrendered on the 4th day of the attack. From hence
the M yforeans marched agamft Narafingapore, another of the forts,
fix miles farther, which they likewife battered for four days, when
thev were attacked themfelves by a ftrong body detached fion.
saadura, whe beat them' off the ground, and drove them back

to
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colleries of Nattam, encouraged by this reuewéirpf l;oﬁ;lli,ﬁq% amade
ineurfions into the northern difkricks of Madura, and fropped the swhalg
roac-of the pafs, with trees which they felled on cé;l;gﬂn‘,ﬁgc. and witly
much lahour dragged and laid them jacrofs the road with fo much
contrivance,, that. a fingle perfon could not, pafs without continual
difficulty, 3 WIS

No events of great importance had happened during the courfc
of this year, in the country of Tinivelly.‘hﬁrhe cou;ﬁnm;dgﬁt, Ma-
homed Ifloof, after the - repulfe before Wathinelore in the end
of- the preceding year, was, from the want of baﬁ‘ttf;ﬁpg .cqi]_‘{jgi;f,‘_
no Jonger in a condition to attack the ftronger holds of the polygars ;
atidd contented himfelf, until fupplied, with pofting t_hcgrcrétfeff’pmt. of
his army in_{‘rations to check the Pulitasor al}d the eaftern pnljg‘qrs g b|ut:I
remained himfelf with the reft at Tin.elly, watching Ca;abominﬁigﬁcl

and theweftern. The departure of Maphuze Kijdii ‘rom Nel!'ita11gavillc"

in the month of January, left the Pulitaver and his a]ljes no l_ongér
the pretext of oppofingthe authority of the Nabob in fupport of the
rights of his elder brother ; and they debated whether they thould
treat with Mahomed Iffoof, or wait the event of Maphuze K'h'aﬂ,’s

journey, who they. fuppofed would return to them, if not received |
on bis own terms by the Nabob. In this uncertainty, they formed

no Vigorous defigns, and employed their colleries in night robbe-
ries, wherever they could elude the ftations of Mahomed Ifloof ; but
attempted nothing in the open field or day. Neverthelefs, their
vdepredations_'were {fo ruinous to the cultivation, that Ma-
homed Ifloof thought it worth the expence, to draw off fome of
their dependants and . entertain them in. the Com_paux”s ferl(icc;
as beft able to retaliate the fame mifchief on thofe by whom
they had been employed; and towards the end of April, feveral
of thefe petty leaders, with their followers, amounting in the whole
to 2000 colleries, joined him at Tinivelly, and faithiully entered
on the duties for which they had engaged. Nothing, however, 1ike
roanlar fighting happened untill the end of May, when Catabos
minaigue appeared at.the head of two or three thoufand meis, rf.’at

IS o , -
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to. Dindigul, swith the lofs. of, 50 men killed, andwounded., “Fhey
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1760. Etiaporum, and ftood the attack of feven companies of Sepoys, drawn
' S=v—'  from the limits towards Nellitangaville, by whom they were difperfed,
but with little lofs. Jn May Mahomed Iffoof received intelligence ¢
the hoftilities commenced by the Myforeans from Dindigul, an<. the -
orders of the Prefidency to oppofe them ; in eonfequence of ~vhich he
fent the detachment we have mentioned of 1 goo Sejoys, 300 horfe,
" and 3000 peons. They were {carcely gone,when «..w and unexpected
alarm arafe in the Tinivelly country. ' The Dutch government at
. the ifland of Ceylon had received a large reinforcement of European
troops from Batavia, which affembled at the port of Columbo, op-
pofite to Cape Comorin, from whence a part ‘of them artived in the
beginning of June at Tutacorin, a Dutch fort onthe continent, 40 miles
eaft of Tinivelly. T'we hLandred Europeans, with equipments, tents,
and field-pieces, immediately e icamped, ﬁ:ng out that they fhould
fhortly be reinforeed by morz than their number, and that 400
other Europcans h-d left Batavia at the fame time with themfelves,
and were gbne to Cochin on the Malabar coaft, in order to join the
king of 'Travancore. The natives were frightenied, and pretended
to have difcovered, that the foree they faw was intended to aflift the
polygdrs in driving the Englith out of the country of Tinivelly,
and to begin by attacking the town.  Mahomed Hioof immediately
{ent to the Dutch chief at Tutacorin, to demand an explanation ;
who anfwered, that he fhould give none. A few days after the
troops advanced inland, and halted at Alvar Tinivelly, a town in
a very fertile diftric, fitvated 20 miles s. E. of Tinivelly, and the
fame &ﬂﬁgjxm éfﬁ.?@f”l‘\w&acorin ; and at the fame time, another
body of 200 Eur@dﬁ' landed from Colombo at Manapar, 20
thiled to the s. E. of Alwar Tinivelly. Mahomed Iffoof had pre-
vioufly drawn troaps from the caftern ftations, and marching with
4000 Sepoys, and fome horfe, appeaged in hight of the Dutch toops
at Alvar Tinivelly in the evening of the 18th of June; who, inthe
nfbig: night, decamped in firck filence, ' and marched ‘back to
Tutacorin thofe at Mauapar went away thither likewife in the
fhine embarkations which byought them ; and o more was heard of
Jm al'arm. { '
2 The
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The depredations of the polygars continued; but;: d@mifed,of 1_7,6\9.
Maphuze Khan, and hearing how clofely Pondicherry was invefted, Dm-
: : - : KEk
ihey ventured nothingmore : thePulitaver’s colleries continued asufual
the moft attive in the robberies; dand to'reprefs themy Mahomed
Ifloof ag . in ftationed the greateft part of his force towards Nellitan-
gaville.  In tecember thefe troops formed a camp at' the foot
of the hills with*., three miles of this place, and Mahomed Iffoof
joined “them  from Tinivelly on the 12th; he had purchafed
feveral cighreen-pounders at Tutacorin, and had the two mortars
which had been fent to him the year before from Angenjo, but ne
{hot or fhells for either, and was moreover in want of gun-powder
and flints, all which he expedrd from Tritchinopoly, and, whilit
waiting for them, made fuch preparatichs 22 the country afforded to
attack Nellitangaville in form. Oui the 20th of the month, the .
colleries, with the Pulitaver at their liead, attacked his camp, fal-
lying, as ufual; on'all quarters at once, and puefifted wntil 100 of
them fell ; but they killed ten of Mahomed Ifloof’s men, and
wounded feventy, and fome hotfes.

At this time the Myforeans on the frontiers of Caroor, al-
though profefling peace, and difavowing the operations of the go- .
vernor of Dindigul, did not prohibit their own horfe from foraging in'
the diftricts, of which they had confented that the Englith thould col-
le& the tevenue until the Prefidency and their king had agreed
concerning the reftitution of the fort. The crop on the ground was
plentiful and ready to be cut; and as the renewal of heftilities |
would only aggravate the ‘evil they meant to revenge, Captain
Richard Smith refolved to remain quiet until the harvelt was gas
thered. Such was the ftate of the {fouthern countries at the end of
the year. ‘ Pt ‘

The confumption of provifions in Pondicherry had ever finee the
month of Auguft exceeded the fupplies received. In November,
when the black inhabitants were turned out, the {Oldiery wers plt
to an allowance of a pound of ‘rice a day, with a little meat at in-
@ivals. In the beginning of December, Mr. Lally caufed o floi
fearch to be made in M1 the houfes of individuals, and what cel

: tound
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found in them was brought to the citadel, fromy whence they were
ditlributed indifcriminately to the military and inhabitants. T'wo
colonels lately arrived flom France, men of family, deemed th.
{earch in their apartments an affront, and fent - word to Mr. I uly,
that they would no longer aét as'officers ; but on every -occafion
as. voluntecrs.” But the event juftified the feverity ; for by the
end of December, notwithftanding' fome tup 'y had come in
by the fea, the ftock remaining in the public ftore was not more
. than the confumption of three days; and Mr. Lally, guided by
certain  information, determined that another fearch fhould be
made ; ‘on which father Tuavaur, the fuperior of the' Jefuits, who
kuew all the fecrets of the town, prevailed on him to defer it, pro-
mifing to produce a {ufficicucy for fifteen days' more, but gave no
expedtation of farther fupply; but the French agents with Viz-
vazypunt {ent hopes of fuccieding in “their negotiation ; and on
the laft dgy of the year intelligence was received in the Englith
camp, and fomewhat credited, that a large body of Morattoes, with
all the French horfe, were arrived from Cudapanatam at T'rino-
malee, and were going to Thiagar, from whence they intended,
at all events, to pufh with provifions to Pondicherry.

The rains had ceafed for fome days, and the weather was re-
ftored to its ufual temperance; the fky bright, although the winds
{ometimes ftrong, which always, at this feafon, blow from the north,
and near the coaft in the day from the fea, and at night from the
land : but on the goth of December, although the weather con-
sinued fair, a large fivell came from the s. . and the furf beat fo
hollow and heavy, that no boats could pafs ; which encreafed in the
night. The next morning the wind frethened, and the tky was
elofe and dufky, but without that wild irregularity which prognofti-
cates a florm 3 and this afpe@ did not change till noon, nor the wind
encreafe until eight at night. There were in the road eight fail of
tlie line, twa frigates, the fice-thip, and the fhip with ftores from
Madrafs, in all 12 fail. From cight o’clock the wind blew in {qualls,
every one ftronger thag the laft, until 1o, when the Admiral’s fhip;
No* ols; cut her cable, and fired the fignal ®r the other thips to

do
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do fo too; but the fignal guns were not heard, and the fhips,
in obedience to the difcipline of the navy, rode until ' their
<ables parted with the fteain, when they with much difficulty
got  before the wind, none able to fet more than a fingle fail,
and noia. without fplitting feveral. ~ Every minute encreafed

the ftorm untit twelve, by which time the wind had veered from

the N. w. where i+ Degan, to the N. E.; when it {uddenly fecll
ftark calm with thick haze all round. In a few minutes the
wind flew up from the fouth-eaft, and came at onecein full ftrength
with much greater fury than it had blown from the other quarter.

“By the delay of not getting early under fail whilit the ftorm was from
the north, moft of the fhips loft the opportunity of gaining fuffici~
ent fea-room before it came on from the fouth-ealt. The firft guft
of this wind laid the Panther on her beams, and the fea breaking
over her, Captain Affleckicut away toa mizen ; and this not anfiver-

ing, the main maft likewife, which broke bc'ow the upper deck,

tore it up, and continued fome time encumbering over the fide of
‘the thip without going clear off into the fea, until the fhock of a
wave fent it away. Thefhip then righted, the reefed forefail ftood,
and brought her back into fourteen fathom water, when fhe dropped

the fheet anchor ; but not bringing up, which means turning to ride |

with her head to the anchor, they cut away the fore-maift, which
carried away the how{prit, when the fhip came round; and thus
rode out the ftorm. The America, Medway, and Falmouth, cutting
away all their mafts on the different neccfiities with the {ame prus
dence, rode it out likewife, after they had anchored again nearly in
the fame foundings as the Panther.

The Newcaftle, the Queenborough frigate, and the Protector
fire-fhip, teturning with the s, E. ftorm, miftook theic found-
ings, and drove towards the fhore, without knowing where they
were, or attempting to anchor. ‘The roaring of the furf was
not to be diftinguithed in the general tumult of the elements;
and the danger was not difcovered until it was too late, and the
three thips came athore about two miles to the fouth. of Pandi-
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‘chedry 3 but only foven in alb the crews pefifhed, who were knocked,
-over board by the {hock of friking azround. '

“The Duke of Agtitaing the Sunderland, dnd the Duke florefbip,
unfortunately preferved all their mafls thirough both the ftorm., un-

il vthcy'werc drivén back to the neceflity of anchorine s and in
-bunging up with them ftanding, all the three either btoached to,

or chdél‘, 4and went to the bottom. Eleven hundred Europears
perithed n thefe fhips ; only feven, and feven lafcars, were faved

~out of the crews, who'were picked up the next day, floating on

pitees of wreck.
The difference of the clement prevented the deftruction from bes

Jing ‘equal at land ; but ‘the ravage in proportion was mot lefs. All

the ténts and temporary caferns of the camp on the Red-hill, and
its out-pofts, were blown to-picces, The ammunition abroad for

immediate fefvice was ruined  Nothing remained undamaged that
-wvas not under the ,wm:r wof mafonry, ¢ither at the redoubts of the
" bound-hedge, in‘the buildings at Qulgarrey, 6 in the fort of Ville-

nore, where thé main ftock of‘gﬁﬁépowddr was depofited. ‘The fol-

-diers, unable to carry off their mufkets,.and refift the. (orm, had

left them to the grmmd and ‘were driven to feck fhelter for their
own perfons wherefoever it was to be found. Many of the black
attendants of the camp, from the natural feeblenefs of their con-
flitution, perithed by the inclemeney of the hour. The fea had every

Wﬁm b%ken M!’ﬁc beach, and menﬂoufcd the countryras fir as
' and redoubts which the army

3 B& ‘thefe detriments might be re-
alraﬂ. ‘“‘_[‘h anxiety remained for the other thips of the -
ﬁm&m wh ﬁmnb "was not yet known.

The town of Pondichery beheld the florm and its effects
as 1 deliverance fent from heavems The fun rofe clear, and thewed
the Wf r¢ad around. It ‘was propofed by fome to march
ot Wﬂely, and attack the I'ixfﬁﬁ army; but this operation
was Impradicable § becaufe no artillery ¢ould move through the
inundation, nor could the troops carry their own ammunition dry ,
Loth/rwife thiree hundred men, propesly armed, would not, for

three
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ithree hours ‘after ddy-light, have met with roo togetherin a con-
A ition sto refift them.  The with of every one then turned fo expec-
tavion that .the thips from Madagafcar might arrive in thg ‘inter-
wval before ithe Englifh thips in the road were repaired, or others
Joined thém from the fea : but the excellence of the opportunity: did
ot ialter IMr. iLally’s miftruft of the refource; and letters were
Jimmediately difpatched. 0 the agents at Puliacate, Tranquebar, and
'Ncgapatam, ordering them to fend away provifions with anftant ex-
spedition, at every rifque, onany kind of ‘embarkation.

The anxiety for the mifling fhips continued until {un-fet of I;hqi ‘
next. day, when 'the Norfolk with Admiral Stevens’s flag was. difco-
vered /in 'the offing. 'The fhip, prepared at all pomts, before the
{outh-eaft ftorm arofe, fcudded before it with a ftay-fail, without
lofing a, matt, and without being obliged to anchor antil the wind
* fell, when in the morning they difcovered Sadrafs. The, apprehen-

ion of more bad weather made the Admiral pus out again to fea; -

‘when he met the, Liverpool, entirely difmafted. .This fhip, having
pacted her cable, and got under fail before the others, had gained more
fea-toom than any of sthemj; but the {fouth-eaft ftorm had carried
away all, her mafts; foon after they were joined by the Grafton,

who gave the welcome information that fhe had left, on the z8th -

of - December, the Lenox, Admiral, Cornifh, with the York, and
- Weymouth, 3o leagues off the land ; they were all r'etuming to~
igether from Trincomaly : the Grafton, after parting with them, met
‘hard weather during the hours in which the ftorm ‘'was raging near
‘the goaft. The Admiral, leaving har to take care of the Laver-
pool, ancheved in the road of Pondicherry the next morning,and
they in the afternoon. The other, ithree. thips came in, the mext
diy.  On the gth.came in the Salifbury, with the prize la Compagﬁi:
des Indes, Jikewife from Tringemaly, and the Tyger from Madrats,
where the wiolenee of the flara had ‘not reached. | No more were
to be espefted; for the Elizabath and +he, Southfea-caftle;  want-
ing the aoek, were Aailed: for Bombay, with the two other .ﬁ:l’il.@s;
ithe Hermione and Baleine. But by-this time, the four difinafled
thips, although not quite efitted, were again in a conditied 40

Voui. 1L 4 ¥ : ‘ act
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at on neceflity ; and thus in a week after the ftorm, which had
raifed fuch hopes of deliverance in the garrifon. of Pondicherry, thiy
faw their road again blockadea by eleven fail of “ he line, and althcugh
three of them were only of 50 guns, all were manned above their
complements by the addition of the crews which had been faved
from the three ftranded fhips. Their boats ceutinually cruizing,
intercepted, or drove away whatfoever embarkations came towards
the road with provifions; but feveral boats which were launched from
the town in the three nights immediately after the ftorm,, favoured
by the wind, the current, and the darknefs, efcaped to the fouth-
ward. " In one of them Mr, Lally fent away Rajahfaheb, the fon
of Chundafaheb, who, ever fince the defeat of Vandiwath, had re-
fided with his family in Pondicherry ;' he landed at Negapatam,
and from theuce pafled to Ceylon in the charader of an elephant-
. oeschane i o o8 »

Every diligenc: was exerted to reftore the works and - ftations of
the army to the condition from which they had been difmantled
by the ftorm. Reports of the Morattoes  continued, and the ad-
vantages of the prefent opportunity increafed the apprehenfions of
their attempts to thiow provifions into the town. The bound hedge
and its redoubts 'r'e'&minyd as before a fufficient defence as far as'they
‘éxtended; but the fouth fide of ‘the bfockade along ‘the river of

" Ariancopang was Jaid %pen by the ruin of the two batteties on the
coco-nut and fand ifland, and of the ftar redoubt on the fpit of fand
‘over againft the bar 5 which cdigfé:not be reftored in ten days ; and
the torrent of the river prevented the immediate tranfpért of men and

" midtefials to fet about the work!  Colonel Céote therefore dbter-
~ mined, as foon 85 the river fubfided, to furprize St. Thomas’s re-
doubt, which, whilft it remained as at prefent without oppofitién

" "on the other fhere, would prote® the paflage of “what' convoys the
‘garrifon might expect ; but if taken, would preclude their approach
even more efficacioufly than the pofts on this the Blockade which
the florm had ruided. The waters full fifliciently on the sth; and
‘the detachment intended for the attack, having previoufly affernbled
_at the Ariancopang redoubr, which flood above at the extremity of
4 the
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the bound-hedcc and on the fame fide of the river, marched down
after it was dark under the bank, wiich was fteep and fkirted by a
find. The redoubt ftood at the opening, but on the farther *fide; of a
channel, which ftrikzes to the north from the main body of the river,
and carrice water into the ditches of the town. A French officer, with
three troopérs-' of his nation, who had taken fervice in” the Englifh
army, crofled firft, whilft Colonel Coote himfelf, with the reft of the
detachment, halted on the nether fide of the channel. ' The officer
was challenged, and anfwered that he came from the town with a
party, which Mr. Lally had fent off in hafte, on intelligence that
the Englifh intended to attack the'redoubt this very night. He was
" Believed, and admitteds and Colonel Coote hearing no buitle or firing,
immediately fent over the front of his party  whe, as foon as their
numbers were fufficient, declared themfelves, and threatened to put
the whole guard to deatly, if afingle man made the leaft noife, or at-
témpted to efcape, All obeyed, excepting one Cadre, whe ttole away
unperceived. They confifted of a ferjeant, five gunners, five Caffres,
and fome Sepoys. The chief engineer, Mr, Call, followed with the
pioneer company of 59 Europeans, and 100 Lafcars, carrying ga-
bions, fafcines, and tools, with which they immediately fet to work
to clofe and retrench ‘the gorge; over which it was intended when
neceflary to turn the guns againft the town. Atone in the morning
blue lights appeared over the ramparts along the fouth front, as if the
garrifon appreheuded fome attack on their walls. Soon after they began

to fire fingle fhot upon the redoubt, which came with fuch good aim, |

that the party at work threw the guns ont of their carriages on
the ground, to preferve them. At two, every thing was quiet
in the town, and the work forward, when Colonel Coote 'went
ﬁway to get reft at his head quarters at Oulgarry, leaving a lieu
tenant of artillery, with the 40 Europeans, and 100 Sepoys, in
the redoubt, which the officer was ordered to defend to the laft
extrernity.  The workmen had finifhed, and were withdfawn at
four o'clock. At fivey the redoubt was attacked by the four com-
pauic's of grcnhdieré from ‘the, garrifon: - they aflaulted on every

aY 2 6.
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fide ét‘fmw 'ﬂew‘ﬂi‘e& ‘and’ ﬂls ‘pufhied with- ﬁued o jpucts through:
e LN Skl ﬁ.‘rﬁfmt Chie vefiftance was ot equal either
to 'the firength of the poft, for ‘v was’ clofed 6 1 ‘all fides; ot £
the nuhber of the “guard; which' wete, mcl‘udmg the Sepoys, 170"’
men. Some: efcaped” by juhiping' over ‘the parapets a fow were.

‘killed, and’the greateft ’parf;’- with the officeiy i urrefidered themfelves

prifoners. At noon, Mt Lally {fent back ‘all who had 'been taken; .
to'the Englith camp, forwant of provifions to  feed them'; but on
condition, that they fhould not a® again:” This difcovery of the.
difbrefs of the garrifon could only be'required: or ‘warranted: by the

utnioft neceflity.  However, Mr. Lally might fuppofe; that the pri-

foners hiad not time te' learn the worft ‘of what the town was-ens -
during, and that they sould not tell fo much as deferters. .

On the failure of this attempt, a large portion of “the working-
pirties was allotted ‘to complete the redoubt on ithe. fpit of fand, -
which was .0 replace that which had been wathed away. "It was .
raifed for the advantage of higher ground, three hundred 'yards in
the rear of the formér ;" its feale fufficient to contain 400 men, and -
o mount 16 guns in ehﬁrem dite@ions.: Equal attention was given
to repair and complete the Hanover battery, where, from the lownefs
of the fituation, much labouy was requifite to clear the water, which
had filled the trench that communicated with it from fome inclofures
in the rear.  Thic only fire from: the town -was to interrupt the
m here, (bur with little effe€t. On the 7th, the Com-

) pany’s mmw anvived fron Madrafs, laden with battering

cannon; by mﬁvrm ‘to replace what had foundered .

uthe Duke ¢ -and on the gth another fhip brought Mr. Pigot the

or, with Mr. Dupré, one of the couneil, and Captain Rabert -

er, who had been to Madrafs to fuperintend the embarkation of

the flores and artillery, which Capmn Hlﬂop and he were vow to.
direct agsmﬁ the town. "

At this time the Nabob ruﬁml inte his agents had

concluded o pegotiation with the Morattoe wral Vizvazypunt..

M M the Bithop “aﬂmﬁ-ﬁm,&-ﬂ added the offer of Thlagm‘
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to - Gingee, ap™ e payment ‘of 500,000 rupeesfor their affiltance,
and: profered fub%antial {hroffs as ferarity ; how this. wary: tribe of
money-chzagers ‘ were induced’ t) this venture, when, there was -
not fo much in Pondicherty, mor likely to comes remains un---
accountzble.  Either - Vigvazipunt ‘himfelf muft have encouraged -
ther to ftand: Forth in sppearance; that he might obtain the higheft -
termis from the Nabob'; or fome fectet encmy: ofithé: Nabab, who was
to gain advantage by the march of -the Morattoes into the Carnatic,
and the fupport of Péndicherryy muft have proved  to the.fhroffy the -
eertainty of producing the money before, the paymmn'ﬂmxlhl-;ﬁi ’
apon: theiv fecurity ; in this cafe we' fee noioue but Hyderalty.to -
‘conjeture.. The Nabob’s agents: wereibvpcrplexedhy' the fa&, “that -
they rofe by degrees from the fame fum of 500,000 rupees with
which they had begun, and concluded for two millioas, of which:
one wis to:be paid in 20-days; and the other in nine ionths;; on -
which Vizvazipunt told the French reprefentatives, thi £ they had
no afliftance’ to expedt ‘from him and Allen .und the Bithop

QL
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went away-with their troops,- who were 200 Europeans mounted, . -

and 100 on foot; to Hyderally in Bengalore; which is five days
from Cudapanatam.: The Nabob, on this. important oceafion, as -
iddeed on ' all’ ‘others everi fince he - was - convineed of the P
bability - of taking Pondicherry; enlarged: himfelf ‘with more de- -
cifion and fpirit, than he had-ever exerted fince his government, .
and fift connexion with the Eaglifh' nations and as the fmallelt
undiffernbled excefles of the mind  tell ‘more than the whole com-
pofure of political reafon, he mnever failed to afk Colomel Coate:
every day, whether he was fure, and when, Pondicherty would,
farrender, Advices were at -the fame time received from-(@m
Prcomy that he had attacked the pettah ‘of Thiagar, which ftanda -
on the plain, and after fome refiftance carried both the mudswalls 3
on waich the Frenghe troops who. defended itiran to. the reck,!.
and oved themfelves iy ithe fortifications abovey which could- only -
be - Faulted by furprize, or reduced by famine or bombardment ¢ he
had already l‘;ég\m to throw¥heils from two howitzers, amﬂ»w:\lwk
. ing
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ing for mortars from Madrafs. - Thefe advices renr ~=d. any, farther .
apptehenfions of fuccours gettug into Pondichert. from the land. -
- By the morning of the 1oth, th.+ Hanover batter 7 was ¢ompleated;

- but before it opened, Colonel Coote, with feveral officers, advanced
from the Villenore redoubt, to recocnoitre the baftions of the
town. . As they were flanding about 800 rards froin the walls, a
ﬂag',‘ippgar@'; approaching.  Colonel Coote, fent forward his aid-

*  .de-camp lieutenant Duefpe, (not the officer we have mentioned

~at Vandivath) to receive his meflage or Jetters. T'wo other officers

aggompanied Duefpe, and went .on in. the avenue leading. from
the Villenore redoubt to. the glacis, until they ,were. challenged ,bf
the centries, and ordered to retire; but not obeying, a fhot was
fired from a ,ﬁ;appgn;lgr on the Villenore gate, which miffed them,

‘but unfortusately ftruck and killed Duefpe, as. he was talking to
'thesmpﬁ';.qm;g?nrtﬂ@lpnel Coote fent to defaand . fatisfacion for the
N@%&an it unprovoked. . Mr. Lally confined the, officers

~on duty at the gate, and the next day fent his aid-dg-camp to explain
the mifchance, for which he exprefled much concern. 5
. A few  hours Lafter, Duefpe was killed, the Hanover battery

- opened with fen \guuis, fix were, twenty-four, and four eighteen-
pounders, and with three.mortars, two of thirteen and one. of ten
mlw"“ '?hﬂ«;ﬁmm on, the left fired upon, the weft face of - the

‘m"f h‘ﬂm*ﬂﬂh‘ COﬁntcr-guard"_be?e it. The two next

“pon ""‘» P ﬂ‘c,.ll‘:f!?_.;wh,iCh, as_{mall, and mounte
R A s ﬁﬂMS_t, Jofeph: The two, other
o AEWO projedting. towers flanding
Bt AR ¢ TR SR RS, f‘fhﬁwh& had a good ravelin
poI L T T R GRS fired. variouily. he f
«of the cannon ceal '_‘iw theee hours, but. the m(,rt..y ¥ (-:__,rz
P 17 e thrgghbut the day, T : ars continwe
wals through 4y The garsifon returned vesy {pa-
d hﬁllﬁﬂ d.ly,.{be “Ijﬂh the battes ; : P
ol u W e 4 Dattery, havmg been da-
AR R, 1£8 wa*uﬁ; ﬁwm L an. W Wh. for nl -
NSl 2l ‘*ﬂ“u? fmm‘m motfars jn ¢ Valdere rav(;ii;:n v'll;fng :
- foveral. times. PRI e e e oy
thelefs opencd again the nege morning  quite i
‘.‘ i e ug quite Yepaired, and with
o L . greeit
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great VJVacu:y > ,.)ut the cnemy nefrher in ' this'tor the precedmg
night hac. =%.on) any repdir to the 'N. w. baftion, ‘and its coufiter-
guard'; wihich, ir, confequence o 'this negle@, had very little fire
to ‘return, nor dia much come from the  baftion of St. Jofeph, ‘or
the works of the Vaidore garl. Many deferters camie over in thefe two
nights; and their actovuts agreed of: the difmal diftrefs of the gar-
rifon. The Englifh army, on the contrary, received the confirmation

of a'feport, that more forces from England ‘(fent by the fame fpirit -

as thie’ others) were arrived at Anjengo, on the coaft' of Malabar.

fix hundred men, the remawnder of ‘the hxghland regxment,’ had
* »mbarked in the month of May it five of the company s Thips and
“two men of war of the line. Three of the company’s and one of
the men of war arrived ‘at Anjengo on the 1 5.h of I cember,.*and
the others Wwere daily expeéted there.

The redoubt on the fpit of {and to the fouth was col 1Ple1ted by
the mght of the r2th, and the workmen and tools recalle ;to ferve at
the opening of the trenches, forwhich all the: materials were by this
time colleted. The Hanover battery fired little through the 1 3th]
and received: only a'few fhells. * In the beginning of the nigh., all
appointed for the trenches were affembled at the bleaching towfi.\

They were 700 Furopeans draughted from the rank and file, 400

lafcars, the pioneer company of ‘7o Europeans,: and 200 coolies:
there were likewife 400 oxen, with their drivers, éné to three,
The ground was opened, under cover, juft within the fkirt of the
bleaching town, in the part neateft the beach: After three thort
returns, the trench was brought ' to the outiide of the' houfés;
and from hence puthed on obliquely in'one fireight line, Muntil
it pafled crofs the high road leading from the Madrafs'gate, oh the
othee fide of which road, the intended battery wis' to be dreted.
This 0jfique trench ‘was 486 yards long, and frey its fermination
was GOntinued another of 280 yards, parallel to ‘the defences of
*own.  Two fhort trenches 'continued, one from ‘each ‘énd
of thig parallel; and fell in with the two: ends, of the hitended
batterv, whith was to be conftru@ed 40 yards ' in ‘front; and the

parallel 'in the rear' was to be the fration of the main guard for

the
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1761, the fupport ‘of the battery, if attacked. -All thi .vork, .compre-
S—— shiending 8oo wards, theltered o,  the left by gabica., faf ines, and
" fand-bags, was executed by the/E. ropean-foldiery. divide ! intorcom-.
- panies, all working at the {ame ¢im, according it ithe trace, on the
difitrent ground allotted 'to each diviln; -whilft the #oo lafcars,
and the 200 coolies, were employéd inbrmuyin g the materials, not
eiﬁ_fy'frtothém, ‘but .to nthe  battery, swhese the ;pioneers were
at work, as ‘requiring more knowledge and exaGnefs;; who :before
the morning had finithed fix embrafures in the battery:; to which,
likewife, the oxen had broughtythe -cannon -from the rartillery=’
park, which “had beén formed inear the fea-thore, juft withon:
“‘the bound-hedge. ‘It was fcarcely pofiible for 'the fame mumber
‘of hands to ‘have dsne more awork /4in' ithe ({ame time. ~Colonel
Coote, ~a‘f’xd"th‘e principal officers,paffed ‘the night in ‘the trenches,
and were iccompanied by Mr. Pigot and Mr. Dupté. The town,
totheir g «at furprize, %ﬂtho‘ﬁ;bl;uékﬁghts often . appeared on
the walls, «did not firea fingle (fhot to interrupt the work. Care
had been taken to' leffon  the ufual noife, by not driving the
picquets of the gabions into the earth with the entrenching tools 5
neverthelefs, {0 many perfons continvally bufy, the found of the
~easciages and oxen, ‘and the igall «of their drivers could fcarcely. re-
‘main unheard:s as the battery was within 450 yards of the walls.
- Juftibefore daydight sall the workmen were withdrawn, and oo
~Anrepcant . 0y5, wiere palted in the parallel, and ano-
Wf umber in thecover of the village at .the
tail of thcttnnléh&, anbrder €0 fupport the foremoft guard. The
embralaree that wore finithed were left mafked ; becauié there had
not been -tine tolay M the platforms for the guns. . Neverthes
Aefy, it was expeted, that the garrifon would fire hotly the enfaing
day, were it only to .damage the parapet of the battery.
m‘y were doubtlefs aﬁﬁlﬁed at the work. they faw donG but,
S0 enly fired dow und theny and wonly fingle Mot at a time ; of
i g which, the chiief engimeer fent carpentersy who lald down the “iate

ﬂ’f forms, without ‘ﬁm auy hust. . The Hanover 'battcry;l;iwd
a timonghout the day; with all it artillery and sedoubled vivacity,
: ; iy ¢

which
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which before v~ it filenced all the guns agamﬁ‘,.mhlch it opened ;
on the ¥, W tiomand its counte’ -guard, on St. J@i@ph’s; on ;he
two demi<b-.uons, and on the rav.fin of the Valdore gate, .

At night the p oneers, with goo Lafears, went to wgrk, again
at the royal battery ; and the. town, having well marked the aim,
kept up a fmart Jire _x' fhot, grape, and mufketry, which
killed or dangeroufly wounded 12 men in the battery. Several
thowers of rain fell in the night, which gave appx‘ehcnﬁun that
the enemy would fallys but thcy refrained, and before d‘\y~hgw
the battery was compleated. s called the toyal, and Cont‘,au}gd
¢ even twenty- -four pounders, andﬁf‘rlm left three heavy mortars., I,t
o} ened carly in the morning, and, feconded by the crofs and cnﬁlgdumg
" fire of the Hanover battery with 1o guns, foon filenced o'l the defences
which bore upon it ; excepting a gun or two on the bait. yn next the
beach. Ina&ivity joined: neceflity in this unagcount ble  aban-

don of defence; which was fo great, that, what rare’ v happens”

until all commanding ‘works are entlrely demolithed, men were fes,
and continued at work thloughout: the day, ' along the whole line «if
the trenches, ‘fixing more fecurely the gabions, ranuming down the
earth, and fmodthing the tops of the parapet, that the troops, if

fallied upon in the enfoung night, might fire oves them with cer? |

tainty and fafety. A party'was draughted to begin, as foon as it
was dark, another battery of fix guns, goo yards neargr.to the
beach, and 150 nearer the swallss it was’ utmdgdpuo deflray the
flanks of the feveral baftions, which the myul bwry could only
take in reverfe. s K
As the fun was {etting, Colonel Coote mmwg;, as was hl,bﬁﬁom,
to fupervife the batteucs, faw a flag "uM\m(,mg in the Villenpre
aveuee 3 who, being challenged, aunounced the approacly of a de-
‘ putanon. They came on foet, the town hangg neither horfes or
oalankh bearers to carry them, and Colonel Coote received them at
" Wind-quarters at Onlgarry. ‘The deputies were Colonel Durre,
com “~ndant of *tlie king's artillery, father Lavaur, fuperior of the
Jefwn. , Moracin and Courtin, members of the council, with Tobin
ferving as interpreter. thicie i
Vou. I 4 Z Y Colonel
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¢ main "prifoners W0 the Englith, and be rot delivered, into the
< Nyands of ~Mahow d Ally Cawn, il tnged y’ifiﬂh—. the blood of the
< father and i 2banky which he fhed,” ¢ the thame indeed of thote
« who delivei~d up \ "hundafaheb to oim, but to the thame likewife
¢ of the commander o "the Englif} atmy, who ought not to have fuf-
¢ fered fuch a barbarit 7 to-h7.e been committed in his camp.”—
¢ Being himfelf confine ! by the cartel in the declaration which he
¢ is now making to Mr. Coote, Mr. Lally confents that the mem-
¢ bers of the council of Pendicherry make their own reprefentation $4
¢ on ‘'what may more immediately concern their particular interefts,
¢ ud thofe of the colony.” 4 ks ' '
Vather Lavaur and the other deputies - pref ated another memos
rial, ‘drawn, up by the governon and the' council of Pondiclierry,
containing the following requifitions, ~ “¢ That .no hut thould be

we

¢ donie to the inhabitants: their houfes be preferved, t eir cffects .

«'and mercantile goods. left to their own difpofal: that all whe
« chofe might remain in their habitations, and were W"ue con=
«“fdered as Britifh {ubjeds, and enjoy  theit fmaﬁn paneffions i %)
¢ advantages. In their ‘favour the Roman Cat wlie religion was
“ to be maintained 3 the churches, the hou{esii@f the ecclefiafties,
« and the religious orders, whethewithin or without the city, to be
« preferved with evéry thin Ibelonging-to them ; the miflionarics free,
s to go and come, and receive under the Englith flag the fame pro-
¢« toftion as they had under the French.” ¢ No buildings or edifices,
« and no part of the fortifications, were to be lithed, until the
¢ detifion of the refpetive fovereiggns.” ~= ¢ The records in the
s regiﬁer-oiﬁce, on which the fortunes of individuals dependy were
« to remain under the care of the prefent depofitaries; and b - dent
- France, at their difetetion == Not enly the inhabitants who
French, but of whatfoever other nation eftablifhed ati Pon-
ry for their commerge, were to parti ipate of thefe con-
JeM— ¢« The Creoles of Bourboh and Mauritiys, of swhom
& '« pumber, inchading five officers, ave 41, having {erved only as
Mall have liberty to retuin home by the fieft oppor
472 “ tunitys”

4¢ volu:.ceete,

!
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d urnithed v v Drevet‘.t &lorders.”
_ be,excguta&% th goc 4 faith,”

in writing to V r. L. ty’s memorial,
0 *’éhg«@aph ‘e of Chandernagore
%" whmh precluded him  from

e

e

e R s
i

- furrender prifoners of wir, to
n, v fhould not be deficlentsin 1u-
Wf‘he town and citadel {hould be
> at the hours propofed by
‘of Rajahfaheb (hould
o pewcm fhouw be: taken for
0 ount be delivered
ob Maho To the ather de-
d, that their propoﬁtms were anfwered
?%bgy returned into x&sz at mid-
T ',}“", J L Nt T
alma'r.y, ‘the grenadiers-
and took ' pofleflion.-
d Me, Lally; ‘who,
:that the citadel thould
5 migh't be pms ‘under

PGt

I i

i Ly ¢ thmmfeivas
rcm@;m from their firft
e landing,.
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of the blo kade - ot a man of them bh-.d ever: deferted to the Engh(h
army. The «étos foldier gave his figh (whnch' none but banditti
could refufe, to thi. folemn conte aplation of the fate of wa which
might have been h's own.. e French troops, after they were
reviewed, marched: i1 to th. citadel, where they depofited then‘ arms.
in Heaps, and-were the 1 conduéted to their prifons. ‘

_'The next morning tk 3 Englifh flag was hoifted in the town, and“ ;

- its difplay was received Uy the falute of a thoufand pieces of cantios;
from every gun of every fhipin the road, in all the Englith pofts and*
b atteries, the field-artillery of the lne, and o the ramparts andides-
fe weesiof Pondicherry:. o\ SRR Y (1

"The: furrender was inevitable, for at the {cantv rate of t*he'

-wiétched provifions, to which ' the garrifon’ had for fome time

been reduced,; there did not remain fufficient to' fupply them 'two

days more. Neverthelefs the* deteftation againft Mr. Lally, if -

Iandm ~_ through~ st all the fervices of the field, nnd all the diftrefles

1761..

}'anha‘r}“.’ ‘

poffible, increafed, as'the fole author of the calamicy, ~..ayno longer - |

teftrained by his authority,. broke out in the moft vindictive expref*-
fions/of menace and reproach.. "The third day after the furrender was:
appointed  for his. deprture to/ Madrafs.. In the forenoon of this
day a troop of officers, moftly of the French' company’s battalion,
went up the fleps:of the governrnent houfe, towards his apart-
" ments, where they were met by his: aid de camip,; ‘whom " they " in<
fulted ; and were difperfed by the guard, which came up: on the!

quarrel; This troop then aflembled and wawed»iq‘lmpamhe gate ‘of g

the  citadel until one o’clock.: 'Mr, Lally did not move until'the! oloiti‘
of the days his elcort was 15 Enghﬂa huffars;.and four' troopers of "
his own guard ; he came out in his palaukin, and at the gate were

g:thered a hundred perfons, moftly officers, with them the couns

{ellers \Moracin and Courtin, - As foon ag Mr. Lally appeared, a hue'
was fet up: by the wholg aflembly, hiffes; pomting, thrdats, and
&1 (bufive name 3 but the efeort prevanted violence. My, Dubais;:

S hmg s compuflary, who was to proceed with Mr, Lally; came:

out 6f Tuc.rrt «n hour after, but on foot ; ‘the fame aflembly had!
"gontumed on the parade, and fhowered thc {ame abufes.. Dubeis:
fropt,
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e would anfy one: +One Der fteption:, they
ﬁom&fg?dfasﬁahrﬂmmpﬁQWM& dead; who vas:6 5 years of -
age, fhort-fighted, and aiways were fpefiacles. “Nocone would  affift
his fewagats to remove and b%“‘w ﬁﬂtp&, 9 ad his death, vio-
lent and mniquitous. as it.was, was maatéd as.a s aeritorous aét : his
papers were immediately taken pofﬁfﬁmh‘; by he regifter, "It was
“known, that he had, ever fince his amival at-¥ mdicherry, compofed
protefs on th%am@ﬁ the Kir amﬁﬂll tie diforders and irregu-
larities which came o his knowledge mjaﬂy of the departments of
the governmenit, and the colledtion. ‘Was very voluminous; 'but' none

.. of his papers have ever apphareds
" The total . number .of the Eurgj m111t1ry taken in theswwz 3

.Jnciudmg,fcrvwes attached to the troops, was 2072 3 the civil inhabi-
tants, were 3% the atillery: ﬁmﬁw.ﬁamce were 500 piéces o ¢hn-

X n,on,, deliqm and howits. "Theammunition, armts, wcapons, 3
res, wete u;.qqua.l abundance.

tha«@h day after the furrender,. Mr. Pigot démmmiod of. Co-
Jﬂ Coote, MWMWMddnmed ‘over to the Pre-

having become the property of the: Enghfh Eaft

Wmnyv Amvncﬂ,oﬁ war, compeded of! the: two two admirals,

nd four polhcﬁmm; of the. {quadron, Colonel’ Coste and three

Mwﬁ of the king 's «trgops, aflembled; ‘tor dehberate on this de-
w heauthority.on swhich it was made, M. Pigot

{id] ) 'datod«me ‘14th of January 1758, which

y's. fh: v-: ‘to-capturesi Tlie council

JAncompaten :&lzhwpretenﬁon M. Pigot,

Y were not:delivered,

EMadrafs woule i ney cithet for the
King' 'MS, mthc Ftemh‘pnﬁmeru This ¢t
ﬂdﬂfmd Bﬁmﬂd all &Ma Bument,: for neither. the: Adiniygh” iior
"f; y tmpe_ Weie: autherized i rg draw
g dor fudxhwcommgmcy The
Halay the requifition, but protefed
,mgumﬁ the ngs Presngatve, and
ible for the..conieq- uences, !

g e o ' ‘During
e 4 Py A B o
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Doring this ¢ icuflion, Colonel Coote detached ‘g;igmA,cbm@mﬁes 15761,
of Sepoy. . unde ! the command: of C“.p,xa'i}ik Stﬁphﬁf‘%ﬁmiﬁhg. to iny oft 3.;;:;, '.
the forts or Jingse; and a convoy of military ftores .We{ficfant fom T A5y

- 'the camp’ ‘to Ma,r Prefton, w'io was ce)ntiiwmg the blockade of
Thiagar. LR ol i (e ¥

"The Nabob requ fted »-.wexpected that the army, after the necef-
fary repofe, would acvompany him againft fuch chiefs and feudatories,
whom He wifhed or ha ! pretenfions to call to account, either forcon-
tempts of hisauthority, or for tributes unfettled, or withheld. He

‘had ot forgiven the rebellion: of his half-brother Nazea la of
Nelore. His indignation had never ceafed againft Mortizally, th
.tellidar of Velore, who, as well, as the three greater de’g’zﬁ:ﬁ' 3
the north, and of Ariclore, and Woriorepollam. to the fouth, were
fufpected-of hidden treafures; ftill more the great=r and lefler Mora-
vars 3 and the king of‘Tanjore, wealthier than all, fsarcely con-
fidered the Nabob as his fuperiors’ e oMbkt v W 0

But the Prefidency had other attentions to rggagd * Laeir treafury
and credit was exhaufted in the reduction of Pondicherry ; the care
of 2500 French prifoners requited ftrong guards and no little ex-
pence. .~ Bengalwvas engaged in hoftilities, wanted troops, and could
fend no money.  Bombay had extended its military concerns by ;th?
acquifition of the caftle of Surat in the béginning of the year 1759,
which had induced the neceflity of other important attentionsin that
part of the continent ;- and they were at this time earneftly requeft-
ing the return of all the troops they had feritito Coromandel. ‘The
factory at Tellichery likewife advifed, that they intended to ftop the
troops which were juft arrived and expected in the fhips figm Eng- :
land, ang- waited only the orders of their fuperiors at Bombay to
tack the French fettlement at Mahe, in which fervice they req‘ﬁeﬁed
w at affiftance could be fpared - from Coromandel.: « 1t was' (lill uive
certai’s what was becomte of the Fyeneh {quatron ;. the ' Englifh
dylip sron wanted their marincs,.an;ﬂjwere enjoined a fecret fervice
1, m England, = which Madra(s wag to affift. Thefe views and
eonfiacrauons appeared to the Prefidency of more immediate iinpor-
tance than the indulgence of the triumphal notions which fwelled

. the
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0 vpnnygv and 50 aml!cry-men,
: and fqﬁ:mompamqg of Sepoys,
4 The troops from Bombay,
© common infantry, belong-

two fhips to return thither ; the-
) ’t'ﬁn s the sell of the army went

My to deftroy the ma-
u India, which might fall

ntereepted 3 and, in con-
¢ the Englith Eaft-India
tor retaliate the fame
in their power. Ac-
eouncd@f Madrafs,
ry 3 and as Mr.
,,'c‘)e.pafr fmthwuh to Bombay




in Ponu rherryﬁ i d of the reguncnts qf Lorram ‘and Lally, %o be 761

confined ' ¢ a bmy, or fent to Kdarope as opportunities mlﬁl Fb
offer.s'As/ hr Steyens intended t¢ aid, iff n@g&ﬁar #ﬁﬁl o attack ¢ ruury.

of Mahé, the Prei.icncy fent ¢ of the company’s arﬁll@ry, and
three of their engiieers in tle dquadron.

Mahé is fituated fur wutés to the fouth of ’I‘elhdlen:y ‘The fort
and town ftand not fi- from the beach of the fea, along'ﬁm ﬁmth
fide of a river, which dmits fmall veflels,  Several hills cat
the town, and on the two, neareft on the fame ﬁda of the nﬁr are

- built two.{mall forts, and a much ldrger, called st.” Geargc on a hill

~«n the other fide. The fettlement prefides over all belonging: to thie
French company on this fide of the peninfula, excepting their faclory
at Burat,  Thefe dependencies are five forts to the uort‘h of Telhp
cherry, and a facory houfe at Calicut,

The five ﬂ'ups from England had landed the troops at T«],Lwhgﬁf

by, the sth of January; but from the length of the paffugé to anr.l
ffo, the permiffion from Bombay to attack Mah# did not 1
before the begmmnfr of February ;5 and with it the prefidency fen

one of their cruizers, and a bornb—ketch to aflift ; as none of the thips ~

had been detained. The delay had given M. Liauct, the' governor

of Mahé, time to make treatics for afliltance with feveral of the M&gha- :

bouring chicfs of the country, with whom the fettlement had'long -’-
been in commerce ; and they promifid and fivore to aflift efficacioufly,
agiagainft a common enemy. The aid was niuch wanted, for the Eus

ropean military, on whom the ftrefs of the detence was to reft, did

bt exceed 100, and even they, from the general neqoﬁity of 'the
French company’s. affairs, had not received their pay for' foveral
months, and miffed no opportunity of deferting. The black troops
belonging to the company, were a thoufand, iy

The troops at Tellicherry marched out and encamped on the 8th
of F' bruary on the limits of Mahé,» Their aumbers, for the garrifon
¢-.4 the field, amounted to goo Europeans, and 700 natives; t'hﬂy
weiz comnanded by ‘major He@or Munro, who determined ta direct
his firft attack againtt Fort ' 8t. George, on the hither fide of kho iy
river. fiog

Vou. IL ¥ AL All -
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. Al the folicitations of Mr. Louet were of noav: ., when Lis allies

1:&?{;;; faw the Englith troops taking the field, and were w, ~riz:d of their -

numbers ; they did not fend a man ; and before day-brcak the next
morning, he difpatched a letter to Mr, Hodges, the chief of Telli-
cherry, propofing terms of capitulatio... on whi h Major Munro was
ordered not to commence hoftilities.  Age..ts fint to explain doubts
and.objections, continued going to and fro until the morning of
the 13th, when the capitulation was figne . It was agreed, that
all the European military fhould be tramiported at the expence

. of the Englifh, ‘either to the ifland of Bourbon, or to Europe.

and when landed there, to be frec. The effecs, artillery, an'l
military flores, belonging to the French company, were to Le
furrendered, but the effeéts and poffeffions of individuals were to be
‘preferved to them entire, without moleftation in the ufe.” The free
exercife of the Roman' religion was to bé permitted 4s before the
furrender' the priefts on no account were to be vexed, nor the
churches or religious edifices impaired. ‘The forts to the north-
ward of Tellicherry were to be given up on the fame conditions as
Mah¢, and the faftory at Calicut was to continue unmolefted under
the ufual neutrality of that town : ample honours of war were al-
lowed to the garrifon. Five hnndred men under the command of
. Major Peers marched into Mahé at noon ; and foon after, the garrifon
‘were efcorted with their honours to Tellicherry. A detachment was

- then prepared unider the command of Major Monro, to take in the

ﬁmﬁ:x* porthward, which it was fufpected might difpute the
of Mahi et el ﬂi ﬂr}ga:)n&:hth;?nf Siic Et.%v»s of the furrender
Captain Stephen Smith, as foon as encamiped before Gingee
fummoned Macgregor, the commanding officer, whe anfwered ﬁla;
if he had brought ohé hundred thoufy,d ot s B, o :‘121 ;
be reduced in three\years. The troops encamped. to the Uea(} no-.
?oﬁte to the outward pettali on the philis. oot ﬁlrl\OUgrhoRf
it had a mud wall, was of much lefs defence than 'Fhe,inward o [

« which flands on higher ground, nearly in the center of the ¢ Wi,
tar valley, extending between the three mountains, Then::ﬁ:};

1;‘
1s
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is enclofed on th: three fides by a ftrong wall with towers of ftene,
which have a ditch before them, excepting in {uch, paits where the
rocks rende. it unneceflary; but the wall continues up the moun-
tains, and furrounds the three forts, conne@ing them with each other.
Befides this exterior enclofure, the interior and higher defences run
- double round the two foris to the eaft; and the great, mountain to
‘the weft, which is the principal fortification, has four enclofures, one
below another towards he town in the valley, but of different {paces
and elevations; and the higheft is a fteep rock in the north-weft
part of the third enclofure above the valley ; this far overtops all the
nountains, and in the fort on its fummit, although {mall, is a con-
tinual {pring of water. ‘The extent of wall in all the fortifications
meafures more than 12000 yards; to defend which the French had
only 150 Europeans, topafies, or coffrees, 600 Sepays, and 1000
natives of the adjoining hills, whom they called colleries. But
they fuppofed the forts on the mountains to be impregnable, and ‘that
the town below would not be attempted, becaufe, if taken, the troops

" which were to maintain it, would be continually fubject to the fire

of the defences above.

The wall on the' eaft fide of the valley extends 1200 yards from

the mountain of St. George on the right, to the Englith mouftain
on the left, and nearly in the middle pafleth along the fide of a
heap of rocks on which the French had raifed a work, which they
‘called the royal battery ; under which on the right towards the
mountain of St. George ftood a gateway oppofite to the outward
pettah in the plain: but the pettah extended only from  this moun-
tain to the rocks of the battery.

Obfervation and deferters (of whom feveral came every day) ap-
prized Captain Smith of the ftate of the garrifon and defences, and
tiiat the garrifon remained in perfet fecuriry as well in the town
below, as in the forts above. On  the night . between the 2d
and third of February, he marched from his camp with 6oo Sepoys,
in two divifions, of which the foremoft, 200, cairied a fufficient
number of {taling ladders, aid the others were to fupport when ealled
for. They left the north wall of the pettah on the left, but pafled

5A 2 \ through
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¢hrough the intervals of fome houfes, which adjoired toitand brought
them oppofite to the middle of that piirt of the wall'of the valley
which extends bétweent the royal battery and the Englih mountain.
They croffed thie ditch, placed their 'adders, and.got over the wall urt-
challenged : the obje& was niow to get pofleflion of the gate on the
other fide of the royal battery ;' but the rorks o which it ftood ex=
tended backwards to the firft houfes of the trwn, and it was necef-
fary to go through the firft fireet leading acr £, in order to pafs be-
yortd' the rear of the rocks and:gain an aveéhue of trees, which led:
down to the gateway : they proceeded cven quite throogh. the fireet
unperceived ; but, as they were coming down the avenue, were chal-
lenged and difeovered by the guard of the gateway, who fireds,
which dlarmed the other ftations in the town, but with fo much
confufion, that Cabta"m Smith gave no attention to it, but haftened
to the gateway, from which he difperfed ‘the glard at the puth of
bayonet, nd opening the gate let in the other divifion of 400 Sepoys,
Wb&wﬂﬁ haltiag not far off in the neareft fhelter, and with them
took pofieflion of the toyal battery. It was now three in the morn-
ing, and Smith waited for day light to drive the enemy out of
the towh, who retired before; fome to St. George’s, others to
the Englith thountain, bit' moft of them into the enclofure next
the town towards the great mountain, where they continued firing

from the adjacent rampart throughout tlie next day upon the guards

which e

advan and flationed in the houfes of the town;

atid carinon from all thie h&s continually pl '

‘ ST PG W R Iy plunged down, wherefoever

' ;4‘!0‘);1 faw ¢ AN w : %Mgwh troops 3 but with little effect.
n the enfuing @mﬁy s troops, who had retired to the fecond

enclofure, left it) an
mountain. San

On intelligenag of this fuccefs 1000 more Sepoys were fent to
Smh‘h,d who as the ifé.Wn‘WaS‘ very unhealthy, continued more than
one l_'xxlfzof his force in the encamipment on the plain. The defertion
continued, and amongft them came a véry experienced Iemalutdar

'Wd to the higher defences of the great

: of the jSpoys, who profered to lead a party by a path he knew to

f“‘.'f’“”the forts on Bt, George’s mountain : he was trufted, and

oy 4 ' the
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the next night 200, Sepoys. marched under his guidance. | We
are not apprized of their tracks but fuppofe they proceeded from the
camp and went up on theoutfide of the mountain to the fouth, to the
enclofure of the outward rock }Vhich is 8o feet higher than thofe be-
neath. They fixed their ladders, and got over the wall before they
were difcovered, and feized 8 Europeans, but the reft of the guard
efcaped to the enclofu.es belew 5 where all coutinued,vqy?glgri_,};’qtil,
day-light, when an ofl cer came down to'capitulate,, and demanded.
very liberal terms ; but captain Smith knowing that they were atany
time in his power, by fending more men up to the rock above them,
refufed to accept the furrender, excepting at difcretion 3 %o which
tiey confented. They were 42 Europeans,- of whom fix were
officers, and 7o Sepoys. A large ftock of provifions was found

“in the forts of this mountain, by which it was concluded, that thofe

in the two others were équally.as well provided ; and no enquiry g‘am
hopes that either of thefe fortrefles could be taken by furprize, and:
ftill 1efs. by open-attack.: It therefore remained to sty if timg@ﬁgw

produce the {uceefs which was not to be expeéted cither: from force
or fortune. «. , Y SR

‘o ‘ Ry e R
~ The fameday that the mountain of St.Gieorge furrendered o captain.
Smith, the important fortrefs of Thiagar capitulated fo Major Prclton,

after 2 blockadé and bombardment of 65 dayg during which, above
40 Buropeans had: deferted to him from. the rock, 20 had been
killed or died, 25 lay wounded in ‘the hoi'pitnl,'ax}d 114 rank and”’
file, with twelve officers, were in a_condition to march,. 1o that the
whole number of Europeans which had been thut up were upwards of
200, with 300 Sepoys, and 100 Cofftees ; they had provifions for
two moriths longers and the water, which gave the pringipal yalue ro
the fort, continued as ufual in plenty, and of a good quahty,
Neverthelefs, the commanding officer only fhipulated that the jgar-
vifon fhould receive the fante treatment as the troops taken i Pons
dicherry ; according to which the officéis were to be fent to Europe
upetr parole, not to ferve again during the prefent wat, and the
BEuropeans of rank and (ile were to be treated at difcretion 3 and they,
were dent to ke confined with thefe already in the prafons 10f
: Thritehis

|
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Tritchinopoly ; but the Sepcys and Coffrees being excellent were
IL?:hn;:' taken into the Company's fervice. ,

: In the mean time, the detachment from Tillecherry was profe-
cuting the reduéion of the dependencies of Mahe. The. firft is
called Fort Delhi, fituated on the firand of a promontory called
Mount Delhi, which is a remarkable head land ten miles to the
nosth of Tellicherry; four miles further o1 is the mouth of the
river of Neliferum, which, defcending from th > mountains to the eaft,
turns thott many miles above, and continues parallel to the beach
of the fea, from which it is no where a mile afunder; a mile and a
half up this river on the left hand, and on the mouth of another,
ftands Ramatilly, whichr 15 a fmall fort; on the fame fide, five
miles beyond, is the fort of Mattalavy, which ftands ftrong on
a rocky eminence: feven miles farther, on the w. fide of ‘the
mouth of another river, is the fort of Neleferum, which is much
larger ; and fix miles up this river, to the eaft, and on its left thore,
ftands the fifth fort, which is finall, and called Veramaly. Fort
Delhi, Neliferum and Ramatilly were garrifoned by French troops,
but the governmient of Mahé had delivered up the other two in
pledge for debt to two chiefs of the country, who were determined
not to part with them wuntil compenfated; and as they equally
commanded the rivers, which were the channels of traffick, the other
phmg would be of no fervice, if the two continued in hoftility. Delhi
and quMIy furrendered on the firft fummons, but at Mattalavy
were G{ﬁmbled a h{ge body of Naires, whofe bravery is always def-
perate, ‘The two thips from Pondicherry, which were carrying back
the Bombay troops, &Q)p at this time working up the coaft ng
labar, and had pafled beyond the river of Neliferui, - and Ma'o:')M &
10, finding more refiftance than he expe@eed in h;s ex edii" rOI}‘:
after them for artillery-men and cannon, which cag)c 11(1))111, ;:/:'o
battc.hes Weredf{rs&cd agam_ﬁ.Mattalavy: but the fett’lemcnt of
_'T:flhchcrry h:f n _the niean time bemmmiating with the two
chiefs who were in pofleffion of Matalavy and Veramall I

\gonfented to furrender them on condition of receiviy G il
ﬁgc, which for both ameuntéd to 3000 rupees. Ag

12 an gnnual
foon as thefe
ﬁ_‘;l'l’S
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“were delivered, the French garrifon at Neliferum, which did not  1761.
exceed 20 Europeans, {ubmitted withcat refiftance. by
" On the sth of April, Captain Stephen Smith received a propofal B
from Captain Macgregor, who.commanded in thegreat mountain of
Gingee, that he woald capitulate, if his garrifon were allowed the
honours of war, the rank and file to be fent to Europe by the firft
opportunity as pn{onels liable to exchange, but the officers per-
mitted to retire, with their arms, baggage and effeéts, to.any of the
neutral fettlements on te coaft, where they were to be fubfifted ac-
cording to their ranks at the expence of the Englifh company, who ! :
were likewife to defray their paﬂhge to Europe. Three hundred of the
Englith Sepoys had already died in the town, and in the mountain of*
St7 George, from the peculiar inclemency of the air, which has always
been.deemed the moft unhealthy in the Carnaticy infomuch that the
French, who never until lately kept more than roo Europeans here,.
had loft 1200 1n the ten years during which it had been in their pof-
{eflion.. , Captain Smith, therefores very readily eccepted the terms,.
and in the afternoon the garrifons marched out of the two mountains.
They wete 12 officers, and 100 rank and file, Europems, coﬂ}eeq
and topafles, and 4o lafcars for the artillery, Wthh were 30 pieces
- of cannon and {ome mortars. A paffport and fafeguard was allowed
to a moor of diftin@&ion, who had long refided in the great mountam. ,
This day termindted the long contefted” hoftilities between the two .
rival European powers in Coromandel, and left ‘not a fingle enfign .
of the French nation avowed by the authority of*its government 1n
any part of India; for the troops which had gone away to Myfore, ,
wete hereafter to be regarded as a band of military adventurers feek~
ing fortune and fubhﬁeme In Bengal they had not a fingle agent-
or reprefentative, and their faftories at Surat and Calicut were meer
*-ading houfes on {ufferance. Thus after a war of 15 years, which
commenced with the expedition of Delabourdonnais againft Madrafs .
i 1746, and had continued from that time with fcarcely the in-
termiffion of one year, was retaliated the {fame meafure of extirpation, .
which had been intended, and invariably purfued, by the French
councils againft' the Englith commeree and power : for fuch, as is
.wowcd
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avawed in the French memyirs on the events we have related, was
v the objeft of Deléibd};xsi,onnaié" expedition, of the whole government
‘and ambition of Dupleix, .and of ‘_tjlt% great armament of- naval and
land forces, which accompanied JVI}, J’.;:iliy‘t'p India, who conftantly
‘declared, that he had but one point, which wis, not to. leave an
Englifhman in- the peninfula. 'To retard s much’ as poflible the
f‘udht;/ of their re-effablithment in Coromande!, if reftorations thould
be made at the conclufion of a general peace, Mr. Pigot laid a repre-
'fbxxti?ﬁoil before the council of Madra(P S

| : _ 1 .495; w"l‘._i'ch determined them to
deftroy all the interior bu1ldmg;>, as well as the ?()r'tiﬁ'cations of Pon-
dicherry, of which the demolition was by this time nearly completed :
and in a few months more, not a roof was left ffanding in this once
fair andflourifhing city. s g :
For two years before, the fortune of France had been declining in
every q?r part of the world ; they had loft thicir fettlementson the coaft
of Africa, half .thé'{i‘ weft india iflands, the whole region of Canada;
their naval force was utterly ruined, and their armies were ftruggling -
. under defeats in Germany. - The lofs of India, as a laft hope, excited
the public indignation more than any of the former difafters, which
was {0 '_ﬁ;r from producingany reconciliationamongfttheamenable, that
it agﬁy fharpened their vengeance againft each other, Mr. Lally, on his
arrival, formally accufed My. De Leyrit, Mr, Bufly, Mr. Moracin and
‘Courtin, of ha\gin‘g wilfully c.onfp,ir(:ci_ the ruin of the French affairs
o their averfion, to him{elf, as appointed by the King to invefti-
ate ang "s@!"i"ﬁ@.‘hﬁ.‘&h% of the government of Pondicherry. Of

200 Wﬁﬁsvﬂw‘ . g@ﬁ{,;z}rrived or returning from hence,
© pot more IRah 20 e ItS or connections with Mr. Lally ; all

the others, revolted by € excefles of his. temper, or the feverity of -
his authority, bore him cither fecret grudge, or avowed hatred ;
WAL all tl'ﬂefc,bﬁ.camc "Q;,“ﬂtfwy pattizans with Mr. De Leyrit andthe
council, Wh?k refolutions were conducted at Paris, as they had
eeny 2 Pondicherry, by tflp;?_c@it Lavaye.. Their firft flep in
e ublic was o prefent. a manifeft to, the  comptroller-general; in
‘ ‘Rxw%}’m‘m of th.emﬁ:lvqs,,md accufing Me. Lally of mifcondut
-H’*“‘"" nie different heads, which, as they faid, PfOVedr m"bre than

$4 i incapacity
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;incapacity; and in Auguft 1762, they petitioned the King to vindi-
cate themfelves juridicelly from the accufations of Mr. Lally ; who
fime’ months after was confined' in the Baftile. In June 1763,
er Lavaur died ; this jefuit had compofed in India two me-
moirs, the one a juftification and panegyrick, the other'a defama-
tory impeachment of every part of Mr. Lally’s conduf. Avgu-
ments taken from “this piece were occafionally fupplied to pro-

pagate the public angipathy, but it had never been authentically

publithed. ' As'Lavaur was rated as an evidence, his papers were

taken pofleffion of by the officers of juftice, and amongft them this

libel was found.  Lavaur, as if ruined by thelofs of Pondicherry,
had petitioned the government for a fmall penfion of fubfiffence

and it was difcovered that he died poffeffed of 60,000 pounds in

gold, diamonds, and bills ‘of exchange. This hypoeri(y, with

the frauds of another jefuit, who managed the weftern miffions, con~

duced not a little to the expulfion-of the.order: bur full attention

_ 'was given to the memoir of Lavaur, and from its documents the
attorney general inferted the charge of ‘high treafon, which depriv?e}d

~ Mr. Lally of the affiftance of ‘counfel. = After 'he had been con-
fined 18 months; the deponeénts in the procefs were ‘brought
before him, ‘and he permitted to interrogate them before the re-
‘corder. 'The number of fa&ts depofed again{t him amounted to one
‘hundred and fixty, for every violent or unguarded expreffion during
‘the courfe of his government and -ill {uccefs Wwas admitted. The
‘number of witnefles muft likewifp have been many, for Mr. Lally
oppofed ftrong reproaches of incompetency to ti&fptwaour of them,
‘The recorder was the fame, who had given the moft fanguinary
Jjudgment ever pronounced in Franee againft a young man of family ;
and Mr. Lally, ‘with his ufual indifcretion andiintemperance, aggra-
vated the feverity of his chara@ler, by treating him with haugh-
tinefs and contempt during the difcharge of his office. * Bighteen
months paffed in the confrontation and interrogatories, when the
final decifion was to be ‘madésby the whole pailiament of Pais,
which is compofed of 120 members.” It muft be left to conjecture,
how many of them went reguldrly through the immenfe volume
Vor. 1L 5B Y - of

735
1-76 I.
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of records from which they were to form their judgement, and-how
few perfevered- in comparing and combining this multitude of de--
pofitions with one another, in a fibjé& fo new to them, whether -
as military operations by land and fea, or as tranfadtions in a ﬂ:ran%e :
land, of which they were now to learn the ‘cuftoms, manners, Cli~
mate, and geography. Neverthelefs with due attention, much of
 this knowledge, and of the caufe itfelf, might be acquired from the -
memoirs publifhed not long before the decifion, by Mr. D’Aché, .
Soupires, Buffy, and: of Mr. Deleyrit, who was dead, but pub-
lifhed by his heirs, with feveral others of leffer note and importance 3 ©
and from the more copious juftifications of Mr. Lally, written -
by himfelf, with the fame unconquered fpirit of inveive againif :
his enemies, as had brought on him the combination of ‘accu= -
fations, om which the jurifprudence of. his country was now. to
pronounce.  But none of thefe publications- alledged, nor did any .
evidencé aflert anv falt, to warragt. the fentence of his judges, .
who muft therefore have been led by the report of the recorder
to. condemn him to be beheaded, as duly attainted and con-"
victed of having betrayed the interefts of the King, the flate, and -
the Eaft India company ; of abufe of authority, vexations, and ex=
ations, upon. the fubjects of the King, and ftrangers refident in Pone -
dicherry. . Before the fentence was made known, he had been divefted -
in the prefence of the court of his military orders, and declared de-
graded an his militaty rank, in confequence of which he was removed
. from the Baftile, as a more honourable confinement, to the common
W(m criminals,. Hare in the ‘morning of the gth of May, 1766,
his fe_ﬂ‘“?”’“.‘ s read to him ;- he threw up his hands to heaven, and
exelaimed, Is this fh@m_ml.of- 45 years fervice ! and fhatching a pair
of compafles, which Jay with maps on his table, ftruck it to his
breatt, but it d_id not‘pi%i"ce;.to‘ (h'}s'hleart; ho then gave loofé to,eveiy
execration againit his judges and accufers. His (caffold was pre-
pared, and his execution “Pf“iﬂ?ﬂﬁl for the fame aftcrmoon s to prc-
o hi{n from {peaking to the {pectators, a largé gap was put into
s moyith before he was taken ‘out of prifon, when he was carried
h_.% gommon cart, and beheaded o the Greve.  He petithed in the
65th year of his age. | :

If
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If abufé of authority, vexations, apl exa@ions, are not capital
in ‘the jurifprudence of Fiance, they ought not to have been in-
ferted, ‘as efficacious, in the fentence of death. The betraying of
interefts' required ‘that the intention of ruining them thould be
proved - by inconteftable fa&s; but Mr. Lally neither gave in-

; telligence to the Englith, of which: they could take advantage,

nor led or *commanded ~his troops to fervices' of deftruion

without ' the probability of advantage from their efforts,  hor' re-
ceived bribes to influerice the general plan of his conduét. 'The
inve@ive of his declaration to Colonel Coote, when offering to
- furrender, fhews how little favour he expetted from the Englith
- government; and he had perfonally offended Mr. Pigot in his cor-

refpondence. . Neverthele(s, the imputation of having fold Pondi-

cherry, opened the cry againft him in ¥France. Mr. D’Eftaign -and
Crillon depofed honourably of him. Nor was the fentence of his

judges unanimous. Mr. Siguier, admired for his .elbqqeﬁc‘e, and
‘M. Pellot, for his application and, the clearnefs of his underftanding, °
declared their convidion of his innocence ; -another of his judgessac-
~knowledged, that he was not condemned.on any particular fact, but”
on the whole together. Mr. Voltaire, who had well confidered the
caufé) -has not fcrupled to «call his.death a murder committed with *

' 41

the fword of juftice:

Mr. Lally conftantly: claimed the right of having his mi‘liy.‘a;-y" |

condu tried byashoard of general officers. They would have fgen
hisierrors with difcernment, and weighed them' with imp&ﬁiality.
That the fecall of Mr. Bufly from:Salabadjing, and the fubftituting
the infufficient abilities of Mr. Conflans, produced the lofs of Ma«
: fulipatam and the northern provinces. That the fiege of Madrafs

was wrong in the intention, and equally defedtive in the execution 3
bue that Mr. Lally expected no abler refiftance hete than he had
emet at Fort St. Dayid. That the feparation of the army, by the larpe

detachment. fent to Seringham, whick enabled the Enplith to ex«

tend their bartier to the fouth of the Paliat by the acquifition ‘of '

Wandivath and Carangoly, was contrary to the found principles of
war 3 but that the motive wes, the hope of sclieving the want of
582 money,

176\1. ’
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money, and the diftrefs for piovifions. ‘That the.attempt “to retake
Vandivafh, reduced Mr. Lally to the neceflity of receiving - battle,
which as the Englifh were feeking, he ought to have avoided;
but that he had reafon to expe& greater induftry and pirit in -the
attillery, officers, and engineers, who might have breached .the place -
in half the time, Whether, after this battle, Pondicherry might have
been better ftored, or whether the provifions collected were injudi-
cioufly difpofed of, would, after all witnefles, have remained a decifion
of doubt. ‘

The troops which arrived with Colonel Coote in November 1459,
with his immediate a&ivity in the reduion of Vandivath and Caran-
goly, brought the war nearly to an equality ; which juftified him in
rifquing the battle for the relief of Vandivath, although he fought
it with the inexplicit difapprobation of the prefidency in his pocket;
but his difpofitions had fecured refources againft mifchance. Before
this important fuccefs, the views of 'no one had extended to the re-
duction of Pondicherry : but inftantly after, all were imprefled with
the firmeft perfuafion of this termination of the war. ‘This fortu-"
nate confidence led to the moft vigorous counfels. Nothing, it was
reafoned, if all advantages are taken, can fave Pondicherry, except-
ing the arrival of their fquadron in force fufficient to cope with the
Englifh ; or the lucky introduttion of troops and money by divi-
fions of their fhips, if the whole do not venture: whatfoever is
gained in the mean time will require fo much effort to recover,
thould t‘hg'enemy be reinforced ; and if they are not, will be fo.much
accomplithed towards the ultimate obje&. 'The enterprizing fa-
gacity of Colonel Coote' loft no time in difcovering and taking every
adVant'age. Thfi 'préﬁdi?ﬁcy feconded his operations by the expe&ition
to Karical, and in fupghe's to'the field 5 the garrifon of Tritchinopoly
49 by their advity 5 the detachment to the weftward by its vigilance's™

" the army by theinvzeal on all eccafions. ' Colonel Coote, by conftantly

expofing his own perfon With*the Sepoys, had brought them to fuf-

\ tain dangerous fervices, from which the Europeatis were preferved.
8 ? this oeconomy, and the réinforcements from Eagland and Bombay

ﬁhe armament {0 much announced had ar tived, and landed "

| 1 greater

o
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greater force ‘than France had ever before” fent- to India, the 1761,
Englifh on- the: day of the furrender of Pondicherry, were in a
condition to have given them battle, if they had chofen i 1t, under
their very walls. .

Colonel Coote embarked on the 13th of March, leaving his icoi-
ment to follow; and with him, our narrative returns to the affairs of
Bengal.
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“Thofe marked with an afterifk, are ervors or over-fights of the . Author.

SECTION THE FI1RST

) W

Line.

3
29
12

- 26

16
18
X

29 -

ult
24

4
9

.6

27

14 [0

32

| 12
34

4
:jJ:ar caftward, read-weftward. '

1z

23 : fi

15

26

21

26
31

2
29
13
17

2
26

for Sagor; read Sagore.

dele one ,m in Mahommedan.-
Jfor Emperar, read Emperor.
befare government, infers the, -
for Behar, read Berar,
Jor'even, read ever.

after more pui a comma. -

dele ane of the ats. -

Jfor Decan, read Duan.

_before happened, infert had.’.

for hapened, read happened. ™
before mounted, inferf weres -
for Lattee; read Latty.

before his, infert by.

for Bahar, read Bhar,

r Mahomet, read Mahomed. -
Jor faktoty,.read faétory.

for fix, read ten.

< for Timary, . read Timery. .

o weltern; «read-eaftern.

for N. W. read N,
befors brambles, inflead of thickyread ftréng:.

3 for Behar, read Bahar, ‘

idem. idem,

afier Nubob infert a comma.’ '

dele the, the laft word in the dines .

for Mattaver, read Matlavar.

idem. idem,

after came, infert a COmma, "

after enewmry for: put 3

for all at equal diftance, read as the line admitted.

for Arcelore, read Arielore,

Jor proceed read retura, | N

\
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P’L? me. ! S "
#3607 g for Rangarow, raad Kiftnarow. ., i
%300 2 Jfor Chinglapet, read that Placc. : Ay
400 18  dele of thofe. '
#401 19 _for Sidapte read Sidapet, and put after‘ i3

%400 <6 forwight, ‘reqd left, 1

#424 13 for Gopaulharry, real Gopaulrow, e went by both nanmes

o— 14 sidemm. « idem

~— 22" for Trivalore, rm{ Trnpaﬂ'orc.

430 28 dele comma after fecing,
4436 21 for pallifado, read pallifade.

87 18 for Achempettah, read Aimapettahs
a5 dele the comma after Tinivelly,
4.69'*1 30 dele the comma after diftrifts, .
475 29 for ¢ read defiftance.

~commia after Paliar.

. ¢
’M i Sfor witk, vmd without. |

49 Tri Pertilﬂdore, read Stree Permadore; though both prevail.

502 'w “for Abdulwahad, resd Abdulwahab,
*c12 28 for §6, read so.
27" 8 before which, infert on,
%540 3 for lefr, read ti ht, *
®562 4 for caftern, rea ‘weftern,
5§64 g before vecovered, infert who,
587 3 after fide, put a comma.
g 77 yamparts, read samps,
*6o1 :u Jor left, read pofted.
6og g+ for requiting, read requelting,
621 w for lain, read M
626 « § for Villaperumn, reqd V1llaparumu
634 28 ‘afer ifland, inflaad of , put
641 ult. for arival, read arrival,
6457cnnft. o Ov  read Quigarry,

*660 1400, hf’bo.

*662 z error, read mift ke,

614 '3 of, iufert the.
eaﬂ'g raad north.

a ‘ﬁr attack, raad divifion,
it 1 ﬁr lm ':”d 41 .
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