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TH E French detachment, which marched under the command of Ĵ 75^  
Saubinet, againftTrinomalee, were refilled with bravery by the Sq)tembcl. 

lellidar appointed by Rangarow ofThiagar, who flood three affaults, 
in the laft of which the French formed the pagoda, and with much 

■ fury put coo men to the i'word. This conqueft was gained on the 
10th of September, and on the 16th Mr. Soupire appeared witn a 
large divifion of the army before Carangoly, which Murzafabeg not 
thinking tenable had left with a few troops to refill flight af- 
faults, and returned with the reft to defend Trivatore. Carangoly 
fubmitted on the firft fummons, and at the fame time another de­
tachment under the command of the Chevalier de Crillon marched 
againft Trivatore, where Murzafabeg, with 300 horfe of his own, 
joined by as many belonging to the Nabob, from Arcot, and a bo y 
i f  Sepoys, met the enemy in the field, and were foon defeated and d.i- 
perfed; m confequence of which Trivatore was re-taken without 
farther refiftance. In the mean time Mr. Laity himfelt, with an 
efcort of horfe, vifited Alamparva, Gingee, Carangoly, C h.ttapci, 
and feveral minor polls, and then came to Vandiwafh, w here all the 
detachments had affembled from their different expeditions. Here he 
v as joined by Mr. Buffy, who, leaving the troops which he had brought 

y the northward to the conduct of Moracin at Neloie, had palled 
from hence with his private retinue, under the fateguard of a prtfl- 
port granted by the pretidency of Madtafs. From Vandiwalh Mr.
L i l y  detached the Count D ’ Eftaigne with a part ot the army to rc-
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1758. duce the.fort ,pf Areot, to whom Tim ery furrendered in the way 
without refiftance ; and before he arrived at Arcot, Rajahfaheb had 
fucceeded in a negotiation with the Nabob’s kellidar to deliver up the 
fort on an infignif cant capitulation. Mr. Lally, thinking that the tak­
ing pofleflion o f the citadel o f the capital would magnify his reputa­
tion in the province, refolved to receive the furrender in perfon, and 
made his entry into the fort on the 4th o f October, under the dif- 
charge o f all the cannon ; and difpatched orders to Pondicherry 
and the other French garrifons to proclaim the acquifition with the 
fame often tat ion.

1 he prefc.cn cy of Madrafs faw in tliele operations nothing but 
'viral they expefled would have happened immediately after the fall o f 
Fort St. David; and the prefervation o f Chinglapet, if  in their power, 
gave them more follicitude, than the abandoning o f all the other 
forts together, which the inferiority o f their force had left them no 
means o f preferving. A t therequeft o f the renter o f Chinglapet, they 
had lent two companies o f Sepoys to guard this fort, whilft his own 
men with arms were employed in protecting the harvefts, and the 
lame number of Sepoys were fent at the fame time to garrifon 
Conjeveram. Towards the end o f Auguft a lieutenant was ap­
pointed to command thofe in Chinglapet, and carried with him ano­
ther company. On the 14th o f September arrived the Company’s 
fhip Pitt, o f 50 guns : fhe failed from England on the 6th o f March 
together with lix others, under the convoy of the Grafton o f 70, 
and 1 lie Sunderland of 60 guns, coming to reinforce Mr. Pocock’s 
fquadron: on hoard o f  thefe Hup.-; were embarked 900 men o f theking’s 
troops, embodied in a regiment under the command of lieutenant colo- 
1..-1 Drape , who, with major Brcroton, and 100 of the regiment, arrived 
and honied from on board the Pitt, but 50 had diedon the pafl’age o f a 
cont agion, then called the Breft fever, which hadpaffed during the war 
from the French marine into many Englilh flips. The troops which 
came in the Pitt, and the expectation that the other flips with the 
ref would arrive before the change o f the monfoon, encouraged 
the Prclulency to fn d  four companies more of.Sepoys to Clring- 
F(»vt ; this reinforcement Hopped tire march o f a confclerablc de­

tachment,
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* T he C a r n a t i c .
tacliment, which hail fat out on the 19th from Carangoly to attack 1758^ 
CHkElapet, where, immediately after, arrived, the two companies o f oaobtr. 
Sepoys from Conjeveram, retreating as'foon as Trivatore was ie- 
duced T he garrifon, now confiffing of nine companies, was deemed 
almoft fufficfent to maintain the fort, until relieved from Madrafs ; 
and captain Richard Smith was appointed to take the command, and 
w ith 'h im  were fent two commiffioned officers, a ferjeant, a cor- 

oral and 12 European gunners, and two field-pieces; fo that the 
whole number of Europeans, including the ierjeants ot the Sepoys 
were thirty chofen men, and captain Smith was-ordered to defend 
The fort at all events and extremities. On the 25th, the % a d ro „ 
commanded by Mr. Pococke anchored in the road having executed 
aTcTet comroiflion which had detained him all this while o the 
Southward and had given rife to a variety of erroneous tepoits and 
coniecdures. The presidency on the 25th of Auguft had finally re- 
folved to recall Major Calliaud from Tritchinopoly, with all the 
European foldiers and CoffreeS in the gamlon, exceprmg fuch as 
were in the fervicc o f the artillery, or annexed to t h e - y o y ». Ca - 
liaud juft as he was ready to march, received intelligence on the 
<th o f September, that a very large fleet of Engltfh tops were arrived 
at Anjeogo there Which, although doubtful, required him to .Upend 
his departure until more certain advices, whtch ha received on the 
1 th t d  the next day began his march, with . fo  Europeans and 50 
Coffrees leaving, according to his iiiftruftloiH, the command 6f the 

l  which were now included the ,000 Sepoys brought_by
Mahomed Iffoof from Tinivelly, to captain Jofeph Smith. The 
Manomeu i throueh the Tan ore country met every kind
detachment marchmg * „  £ d  on the' aid embadeed from Ncga- 
ol affiftance in which am .*d two days after at Madrafs.

S “ n t t : S d t  means c f  p r o r k i g  C h i p p e r ; .
^  fo T m o re  field -ptes, with a ^ t o t n r  of Laicars towork

them were fent thither on the 2d of Odtobof. , .
Mr Lully at length faw the importance ot this p U c, wuii.n, ~

, ,  A  „ J L  haVe taken hv c fcaladc m open day, and - < loh ed
i  ft wilh 4  whole L e e  as loon as he had fettled lome 

% io m a iu icg . B b b a  arrange-
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T73®■ arrangements m t '1 j government of Arcot, and the adjacent countries.

O,“ o ^ . 1,1 f,le mean tir-ie his communication with Chinglapet was opened by
the pofleffion o f Covrepaul and Conjeveram, which his detachments 
found evacuated. But his late-acquifitions had not hitherto reimburled 
tiie expences o f the field, nor edablilhed his credit to borrow: fo 
tliat his treasury could barely fupply the pay o f the foldicrs, and 
could not provide the other-means of putting the army in motion, 
and all that the government o f Pondicherry could immediately fur- 
nidi was 10,000 rupees : pretending therefore much indignation at 
tins difappointment, he didributed the troops into various canton­
ments, and returned himfelf, accompanied by Mr. Bully, to Pondi­
cherry, where as ufual he imputed the failure of Ifis intentions againft 
Chinglapet to the mifmanagements o f the Company’s adminiftration. 
Notwithdanding his deep animofity to Mr. Bully, refpedt to the dif- 
tii'g lifhed chara<£ter o f this officer confined Mr. Bally to the obfer- 
vances of public civility ; which impofed on no one, as he had dill 
mo e publickly exprefled his real opinions. The rank which Mr. 
Bully held -t this time was only that of lieutenant colonel ; and 
bch.les Mr. Soupire, who was a major general, fix o f the officers ar­
rived from France were colonels, who o f courfe mud command 
Lrn o:i all lervices when ailing together. The colonels, fcnfible 
o f the advantages which might be de rived from his abilities, and his 
experience and reputation in the country, and how much the op­
portunities would be precluded by the prelent inferiority of his 
rack, figned a declaration, requeding on thefe confiderations that 
he might be appointed a Brigadier General, in luperfeffion to tliem- 
ielvts, which would place him next in command to Mr. Soupire.
Tiie public zeal which dictated this requed, conferred as much 
honour on thole who mad< if, as their tedimony on Mr. Bully,.
Their names, highly worthy of record on this occafion, were modly 
o f ament and noble delccnt; D ’Edaign, de Landivifiau, de la Faii e 
Breruol, Verdieiv, and Crillon. Mr. Lally could make no objection, 
hut with his uj ml afperity imputed the compliment to the influence 
of Mr Bully’s money, indead of his reputation).
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The approach o f the ftormy monfoon warned the Englifh fquadron & i ^58. 

to quu" the coaft ; and Mr. Pococke, as on all other occa lions of con- q ^ ~  
fequenc;, confulted the prefidency on the fecurity o f Madrafs dur­
ing his abfence. T hey were of opinion that the enemy, if  at all, 
would not attack the town before the rains had ceafed, which gene­
rally happens about the end of November, and had no doubt of de­
fending it until reinforcements fhould arrive, or the fquadron return.
But as the latenefs of the feafon might deter the fhips expedit'd from 
England from venturing on the coafl until the month of January, 
they requefted Mr. Po ocke to lend the marines o f the fquadron, w ith 
which he complied without hefitation. One hundred men were 
landed, and on the n t h t h e  fquadron weighed anchor and failed 
for Bombay.

Mr. Moracin, having purpofely waited at Nelore until the end 
o f September, then began his march with the detachment left to his 
care by Mr. Bully, and was accompanied by Nazeabulla with the 
troops of his government: proceeding through the woods and moun­
tains of Bangar Yatcham Naigue, they arrived at the pagoda of 
Tripetty on the 5th of October, the day on which the great annual 
feaft began ; which lafts 25 days. They were here joined by Abdul- ■ 
wahab Cawn, with his troops from Clrandergherry: they gave no 
diflurbance to the pilgrims, but fummoned the renter to difmifs his 
p-uards and deliver up the avenues, who, not having a force fufficient 
to make any effectual oppofition, made propofals to rent the reve­
nue of this, and the enfuing feafts, from the French, on the fame 
terms as he had hitherto held them from the Englilh goverment, 
and tendered a fum in hand, which Moracin accepted, and confirmed 
him in the employment. Then leaving a part of his detachment to 
guard this valuable acquisition, he promt ded on the i 6th with the 
reft, and the troops of Nazeabulla to Arcot through the country of 
Bomrauze, who, inftead o f oppofing their paiTage, paid them a \ ilit.
But \bdt.lwahab, much offended that the management of the pago­
da, which had fo long been the objefl of his vvlhes, was not granted 
to himfelf, retired with his troops to Chandergherry. Naz abulia 
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17^0 ^ and Moracin arrwed at .Arcot on the 12th, and leaving their troop?
— ' the: went on to attend Mr. L ally  at Pondicherry.

T h e defiftance of Mr. L ally  from marching again!! Chinglapet 
after the reduction of Arcot, gave the prcfidency of Madrafs encou­
ragement and opportunity to ftrengthen that place more effectually. 
'The partizan Murzafabeg, having lince the French fucceffes no 
employment for the troops he had levied, had brought the heft o f 
them, 70 horfe and 200 Sepoys, to Chinglapet, where they were 
taken into the company’s pay ; and on the 30th of October it was 
determined to encreafe the garrifon to 100 Europeans, and 1200 
Sepoys, to fend feveral pieces o f battering cannon, '.0 lay-in three 
months provifions, and to repair the works. At the fame time 
Captain Smith was recalled to Madrafs, to ferve in his. former em­
ployment o f aid de camp to Colonel Lawrence, and captain Prefton 
was fent to take the command of Chinglapet, which illnefs had 
obliged him to quit. Before his arrival captain R, Smith had de­
tached Murzafabeg on the 29th, with four companies o f Sepoys 
•ind form of the horfe, to diflodge a party o f the enemy’s Sepoys, 
who had taken port in the village o f Polipore, lituated about 
two miles from the other fide of the Paliar; Murzafabeg attacked 
them at da)-break, killed and wounded 20, dilperfedthe reft, and ga­
thered 6oof their mulkets, which they had thrown down in theirflight.

The arrival o f a vc-flcl at Pondicherry on the 18th, from Mau­
ritius, which brought treafure, together with 100,000 rupees, 
brought by Mr. Moracin from Tripetti, enabled Mr. Lally to put 
the French troops into motion again : and, as the fymptoms o f 
the rainy feafon hung back even at the end o f the month, parties 
bt pan to aflemble at Carangoly, Salawauk, and Conjeveram, and Mr. 
Lady himfelf came from 'Pondicherry to Vandiwafh. On the 2d 
of N ivernber 250 Europeans, 100 troopers, with lbme black horle 
and S( poys, marched from Salawauk, and took poft again at Poli­
c in ', where they were joined on the 5th by 400 more Europeans, 
with feveral pieces o f battering camion, and a mortar: intelligence 
o f which came to Madrafs the next day, a few hours after the 
L ft convoy of fupplks had let out for Chinglapet; and as tlx

main-
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Maintenance of this place depended on the arrival o f theie fup- D a J* 
plies, u  was refolved that 1200 Europeans and 1800 Sepoys, !>_, t?x N"̂ 7cluber, 
the great dl part of the garrifon of Madrafs, fhould immediately take 
the field to cover them ; o f which one half, under the command of 
lieutenant colonel Draper, were to advance as far as Vendalore, 
within 10 miles of Chinglapet; w hilllthe othei, with colonel Law- 
rence, were to halt at St. Thomas’s mount, ready to fupport Dra­
per’s divifion : they marched on the 7th iu the morning; and the 
news ftopped the French troops at Polipore from crofiing the river, 
and the march of a detachment advancing from Conjeveram under the 
command of Sav. hinet,’ both intending tointercept the convoy; winch 
got fafe into Chiii^apN: on the-evening of the ninth. Colonel Draper 
continued at Vendalore until the n th , when he received home in­
telligence o f the approach of the whole of the enemy’s army, on 
which he marched back with his divifion, and joined that w ith colo­
nel Lawrence at the mount.

Every day had proved the good efthas of re-ellablifinng the pof- 
felfion of Chinglapet; for, under the proteaion of this barrier, the 
country behind, which is more extenfive than the diflnAo protected 
by Pondomalee and Tripafiour, continued to furnilh Madrals with • 
daily fupplies of all kinds of provilions and neceflaries, by which 
the flock laid up in flore to fuflain the impending fiege was laved ; 
and to preferve this benefit as long as poflible, the troops which had 
been fent abroad with Draper and Lawrence were ordered to remain 
encamped at the mount until the laft hour which might endanger 
the fafety of their retreat to the town; after which, as the bcfl ot 
external means to protraft the fiege when commenced, it was de­
termined to have a body of troops in the field diftinft from thdfe • 
already belonging to the garrifon, which if nothing more, were to 
be continually employed in harrafiing the enemy’s convoys of flores 
and provilions. Accordingly a contract, which had for lome mouthy 
been under difeuffion, was concluded witli the agent of Moraiirow 
for the fir vice of 2000 Morattoe horfe, ot which 500 were to ar­
rive in 25 days, and the reft in 45 ? but as no fureties were re iv e d , 
rVe punftuality of this afliftauce could not he relied on. 1  he pic-
fideucy, therefore, as a furer refource, ordered the commandant Ma- 

J homed
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i yS. homed, Ifloof to take the field with 2000 o f their own Sepoys from 
Noven’*-" r' '■  ,garrft'on bf Tritchinopoly; and requefted the king o f Tanjore 

to join this body with 1000 of his horfe, and the Polyglr Tondi- 
man, and even the diftant Moravars, with the bed; o f their troops ; 
for whom, however, Mahomed Ifibof was not to w a it; and, in cafe 
none o f thefe allies arrived in time, he was impowered to enlift 50a 
good horfe if  to be found in his march. T he Nabob dill maintained 

0̂0 horfe, part o f whom attended his perfon at St. Thome, and 
the reft were difperfed in the adjacent diftridb, who on the receipt 
o f  fome money joined the army at the M ount; to which all the 
polygars to the northward of Madrafs were likewift commanded to 
fend their troops ; but none came : and the 1 a.'lzan Murzafabeg, 
having been refufed an increafe o f pay which he demanded in this 
hour o f neceflity, went off in the night with his 70 horfe and fome 
of his Sepoys, and took fervice with the French army at Conjeveram.

The troops, of whofe approach L . Colonel Draper had received 
intelligence, were 500 irregular Sepoys, under the command o f an 
aflive adventurer named Lambert, with part o f the horfe levied by 
Raj.ihfaheo, who had been fent forward to plunder and terrify the 
country. T hey crofted the Paliar, and on the 15th, appeared before 
Tripaflour, and attacked the pettah, hut were repulfed at the hedge 
which furrounds it, with the lofs o f 20 men, by the Peons o f the 
renter, and the two companies o f Sepoys ftationed in the fort.

But the French army were not in fuch readinefs as the Englifh 
imagined to commence tire liege o f Madrafs. A ll the draught 
bullocks which Pondicherry had been able to co lle t were not fuf- 
ficic nt to tranfport one half o f the heavy artillery neceflary for the 
attack; and the great*ft part of the train, with many other ftores, 
had been laden a montl 1 el ore on the Harlem taken from the 
Dutch, which fhip failed acrofs the bay, in order to work to the 
northward on the other fide, when (he was to ft retch acrofs again 
and tall in with Mafulipatarn, where the was to receive more cannon 
and ftores, and then come down the coal! to Madrafs. T h e time 
was elapfed in which a well-failing veflel might have made this paf- 
i.gr, and without news o f the HaiTem; and on this difappointim m

Mr.
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Mr. Lally ordered another ftore o f artillery, which had been de- i ' 
pofited ^  Alamparva, to be {hipped on two frigates, the Diligence N‘j v; ^ r> 
and the Expedition, which were in the road o f Pondicherry, buc 
laden for other voyages; fo that it would require a month before 
they could get this artillery on board, and work up againft the wind 
and current to Madrafs. However, the French army might have 
advanced many days before, if  they had not been in want of many 
other articles, which, although of much more minute detail, were 
equally of abfolute neceffity. As foon as thefe were fupplied, the 
firft diviiion moved from Conjeveram on the 19th ; but Mr. Lally 
being very ill, rad detained the relerve until the 2 2d, when the 
great body of the ^ n fo o n  rain fell with the utmofl violence, and 
lafted without intermiflion for three days : the troops abroad, warned 
by the Iky, were on their march back to Conjeveram when the rain 
began, but neverthelefs gained their way with much difficulty and 
diftrefs, and after it had ceafed, the furface of the country continued 
impaflable for feveral days.

W hilft the colledled force o f both nations in the Carnatic were 
thus waiting the impending conflict, each were equally fob -̂Ldus con­
cerning the fuccefs of the armament lent from Bengal into the north­
ern provinces. Mir. Johnftone, who had been lent from Calcutta to 
concert preparations with the Rajah Anunderauze, arrived on the 
12th of September at Vizagapatam, of which the Rajah’ŝ officers 
there immediately put him in polleffion, as the Company s repie- 
fentative. The Rajah himfelf was encamped w;th his forces .at Cof- 
fimcotah, a fort 20 miles to the weft of Vizagapatam, and 15 inland 
from the fea. His letter to Mr. Johnftone expreffed much fatif- 
fa&ion that the Englilh troops were coming, but fignffied his in­
tention not to furnilh any money towards their expences. rem- 
peftuous weather from the fouth delayed t, a arrival o f the ihips and 
veflels with Colonel Ford until the 20th of Oftober. As foon as 
the dilembarkation was made, two of the Company’s Ihips were fent 
back to Bengal ; but the other, the Hardwicke, and the two {loops, 
remained to attend the progrefs of the expedition. The troops moved 
fmm Vizagapatam on the ift of November, and on tiie third joined 

V o , . II. C c c  the



Jjf thC P; jah M  his army at Coffimcotah’ from whence it \v^  A lCV.
November' ^  aSainft Rajahmundriim, where Mr. C op dans had

collected the French troops from all parts, and thev were already 
advancing to attack the Rajah ; but, on hearing that the Enplilh 
troops were m motion to join him, they halted and encamped, °

Mr. Johnfton© had difpatched the floop in which he came, with 
advices to Madrafs o f his reception at Vizagapatam ; on which they 
immediately fent away Mr. Andrews, with feveral a fifta y i to re- 
eftablifh the factory under their own authority, on which the fettle-* 
ment had always been dependent: They likewife f  At Captain Cal- 
lendai, an offieet on the Madrafs eftablifhr'ent to act as fecond 
under Colonel Forde. The Veffcl which broi ght them arrived at V i­
zagapatam on the 21 ft o f November ; and Andrews with Callendar 
immediately went to the camp, which, by long halts and fhort 
marches, had not yet advanced 30 miles beyond Cofiimcotah. Various 
excules were employed by the Rajah to extenuate this delay ; but the 
real cade was his repugnance to furnifh the money which Colonel 
* uiu  ̂ J manded, who was not a little offended at his evafions. Mr. 
Andrews, who, having been chief o f Madapollam, had long been 
perfonally known to the Rajah, adjufted their differences by a treaty 
which ftipulated, “  that all plunder lhould be equally divided ; that 
“  all the countries which might be conquered fhould be delivered 
“  to the Rajah, who was to colleft the revenues; but that the fea- 
“  ports and towns at the mouths o f the rivers fhould belong to the 

company, with the revenues o f the diftri&s annexed to them ; that 
“  110 treaty for the difpofal or reftitution, whether o f the Rajah’s or 
“  t^e Englifh pofleffions, fhould be made without the confent o f 
“  both parties; that the Rajah fhould fupply 50,000 rupees a month 

for the expences o f th ' army, and 6000, to commence from their 
“  arrival at Vizagapatam, for the particular expences o f the officers.’ ’
IF. held out likewife other propofals o f future alliance, which lie had 
nor vet authority to ratify.

I lie united forces now moved in earneft, and on the jd  o f I)e- 
o. nib'.r came in fight of the enemy, who were encamped 40 miles on 
this fide o f Rajahtnundrum, in a ftrong fituation which cotnmantLd

the
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the high road, near a village called Gallapool, and in light of a ft >rt * ^
called Veddipore. They had 500 Europeans, many more piec o f Dcc^ ; ^  
cannon than they could u feat once, a great number of the troops 
o f the country, of which 500 were horfe, and 6000 Sepoys. - Or the 
En-lilh force'embarked from Bengal, only 30 Europeans and a few 
Sepoys were wanting, who had been left lick at Vizagapatam ; fo 
that there Were in the field 470 Europeans, and 1900 Sepoys. The 
Rajah had 500 paltry horfe, and 5000 foot, fome with aukward tire- 
arms, tV.e reft with pikes and bows; but he had collected 40 Euio- 
p'eans, who managed four field-pieces under the command of M i.
Briftol; befido which his own troops had fome ulelefs cannon. On 
the 6th, the Erm 'T and the Rajah’s army advanced and took pof- 
felfion of a village coded Chambole, on the high road likewile^ 
within four miles of the enemy, when each deemed the fituation of 
the other too ftrong to be attacked : on which Colonel Fordo, as the 
only means to draw the enemy from theirs to a general aft ion, te- 
folvcd to march round and regain the road to Rajahmundrum in their 
rear, by palling under the hills to their left, where the enemv could 
not derive much advantage from their horfe. The Ram1- appro, d ; 
and on the 9th, at four in the morning, the Englilh troops were 
in motion ; but the Rajah’s with their ufual indolence not prepared 
to march. Near the foot o f the hills, about three miles to the right 
o f the village of Chambole, was another called Condore, to gain 
which, the Englilh troops having filed from the right, y rcre in 
march, when at day-break they heard a ftrong cannonade towards 
the Rajah’s camp. It was from 6 guns, which Mr. Confirms, igno­
rant of Colonel Forde’s march, had lent on in the night, under the 
guidance of an intelligent delerter, who had noticed a Ipot that bore 
upon the camp; and Mr. Conflans was fol’m ing to lupport them with 
his whole army and the reft of his field-ni dlcry. 1 he Rajah lent 
meffages after mftlagcs, which met the Englilh troops returning to his 
relief; and his own, quickened by the danger, were removing asGaft 
as they could out of the reach of i t ; and having, in much cofitu ion, 
joined the Englilh, continued marching on with them to the village 
ol Condore, where all arrived at eight o’clock. The enemy, a ’ u mgii
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fr0™ ^-=g dhHnces, continued to cannonade whilft any o f the 
D ecent. -Engilfh or the Rajah’s troops remained within orobable reach.

W hen arrived at the village o f Condore, the'army was juft as far 
as before from the French encampment at Gallapole, but with better 
ground between, and a village midway, which would afford a ftroncr 
advanced poft. Mr. Conflans imagined that the Englilh troops had 
marched from their encampment to Condore, in order from hence 
to take pofleffion o f this village, and in this perfuafion crofted the 
plain to prevent them, with his whole army, and fucceptieu in his 
wifh without interruption ; for Colonel Forde remained halting at 
Condore, to regulate his future motions by the enem /’s. Mr. Con­
flans imputed this inaffion to a confcioufnefs c . inferiority, and now 
imagined that the Englilh intended to march oack to their encamp­
ment at Chambole, to prevent which, he formed his line, and ad­
vanced in much hafte, and little order.

T h e French battalion o f Europeans was in the centre o f the line 
with 13 field-pieces, divided on their flanks, the horfe 500 were on 
die fth  ~f the battalion ; 3000 Sepoys formed the right wing, and 
the fame number the left, and with each wing were five or fix 
pieces o f cumbrous cannon. The Englilh army drew up with 
their Europeans in the centre, the fix field-pieces divided on 
their flanks; the 1800 Sepoys were likewife equally divided on 
the wings. Colonel Forde placed no reliance on the Rajah’s in­
fantry or horfe, and ordered them to form aloof, and extend on 
each flank o f the Sepoys ; all this rabble kept behind, but the rene­
gade Europeans under Briftol, who managed the four field-pieces 
belonging to the Rajah, advanced, and formed with the divifion of 
artillery on the left o f the Englilh battalion. The line having had 
time, were in exaff orde , and had advanced a mile in front o f the 
village of Condore, during which, the enemy cannonaded hotly from 
all their guns. A t length the impetuofity o f the enemy’s approach 
who came on, out-marching their cannon, obliged the Englilh line 
to halt: for affion ; and it chanced that the whole of their bat­
talion flopped near and oppolite to a field of Indian corn, which 
was grown fo tall that it intirely intercepted them from the enenm,

but



but the Sepoys on the wings were free in the plain on eacli hand. »0 c-. 
For what reafon is not known, Colonel Forde had ordered his Sepoye. ^  ^  
to furl their colours, which, befides the principal flag, are feveral 
fmall banners to a company, and to let them lay on the ground

during the action.
The Sepoys and horfe of the enemy’s wings greatly outftretched 

the wings of the Englilh line, and came on each in a curve to 
gain their flanks ; the French battalion in the centre, inftead of ad­
vancing p ■ rallel to where by the wings they might judge the centre 
o f the EngUfh line would be, inclined obliquely to the right, which 
brought them beyond the field of Indian corn, oppofite to the Englilh 
Sepoys on the _ T  dug ; whom from their red jackets, and the 
w an to f their ufual banners, they from the firft approach mi (look 
for the Englilh battalion ; refpeaing them as luch, they halted to 
drefs their ranks before they engaged, and then began to fire in 
platoons advancing, but at the diftance of 200 yards. Nevertheleis, 
this was fufficient; for the Sepoys, feeing themfelves attacked with­
out cover by Europeans in front, and the horfe and multitude of the 
enemy’s Sepoys, gaining their rear, or coming down on men flank, 
fcarcely -preferved courage to give their fire, hurried, fcattered, and 
without command ; and then immediately broke, and ran away to 
fhelter themfelves in the village o f Chambole, and were followed by the 
neareil of the enemy's horfe. This fuccefs was greater than even the 
confidence of the enemy cxpe&ed ; and feveral platoons of the trench 
battalion were fetting off to purfue them likewiie, when they faw a 
line of men with fhouldered arms marching fiift and firm from be­
hind the field of Indian corn acrofs their way, to occupy the ground
which the Sepoys had abandoned. .

Colonel Forde had been with the Sepoys before their flight, en­
couraging them to refolution; but faw, i v  the ufual fymptorns of 
trepidation, that they would not ftand the fhock, which prepared* 
him to order the judicious movement, which the officers were now 
performing with fo much fteadinefs and fpirit. Captain Adnet, 
commanding on the left, led the line, and as foon as the laft hie. 
were got clear o f the corn, the word was given, when the whole .
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' V  \  halted, and faced at once, in full front o f the enemy. This motion 
was quickly executed; for the foremoft man had not more than .goo 

" 'k'n J ’ ' ards to march, and the field-pieces were left behind. During this
lhort interval, the French battalion were endeavouring with much 
buftle to get into order again ; for fome of their platoons had advanced 

- a confiderable diftance before others ;.and thus the fire of the Englifh. 
line commenced before the enemy’s was ready ; it was given in di- 
vilions, that is, the whole battalion divided into five, andbegan from 
Captain Adnet’s on the left, which was within piftol fhot, and b ought 
down half the enemy’s grenadiers; the fire ran on, andbefo e the time 
came for Adnet’s divifion to repeat theirs, the whole o ' che enemy’s 
line were in confufion, and went about running c’ ft to regain their 
guns, which they had left half a mile behind chem on the plain.

The ardour of the Englifh battalion to purfiue was fio great, that 
Colonel Forde judged it beft to indulge it in the infiant, although 
not certain of the iuccefs o f the Sepoys on the right, but concluding 
that the enemy’s Sepoys who were to attack them, would not con­
tinue long, if  they faw their Europeans compleatly routed. The 
order was given for the battalion to march on in following diviiions, 
the left leading. Nothing could reprefs their eagernefs. A ll marched 
too faff to keep their rank, excepting the fourth divifion commanded 
by Captain Yorke, who to have a referve for the whole battalion, if 
broken, as the enemy had been, by their own impetuofity, obliged his 
men to advance in ftriCt order. The French battalion rallied at their 
guns, which were 13 in number, fpread in different brigades, or fets, 
as they chanced to ftand when left by the troops advancing to the 
action. This artillery began to fire as loon as the ground was clear 
o f their own troops, and killed fome men, which only quickened 
the approach of the divifi an to dole in with the guns, of which 
feveral fired, when tire fi*\c divifion was within piftol fhot, and Adnet 
ii 11 mortally wounded ; but his men milling on drove the enemy 
tiom the guns they attacked, and the other divifions following with 
the fame fpirit, obliged thorn to abandon all the others.

T h e day, if  not completely vi Morions, was at leaft fecund 
from reverfe by the pofipflion o f all the enemy's field artillery fit
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for quick firing ; but their camp, to which they were retiring, frill ’758.
remained to be attacked; and Colonel Forde halted until joined D .'^ ~ 'r>
bv his Sepoys, and, i f  they would come, by the Rajah’s troops.

'  T h e Sepoys and horfe o f the enemy’s right wing were in their turn 
panic-ftruck"by the lire of the Englifli battalion routing their own, 
and all turned to gain the rear o f the guns, keeping aloof to the left 
o f the Englifli divifions ; and then went off again with the French 
battalion to the camp. Their left wing of Sepoys behaved better, 
advancing to the ufe of mulketry againft the Englifli Sepoys of the 
left, with .rhom the battalion, when filing off to oppofe the French, 
left' the three field-pieces o f their right ; and the Sepoys, en­
couraged by tlf . aTfiance, the ardour o f the Europeans marching 
off, and the fpirit of their own commander Captain Knox, maintained 
their ground, facing and firing in various dire&ions behind the 
banks of the rice fields, in which they had drawn up. T h e enemy’s 
wing neverthelefs continued the diflant fire, until they faw their 
battalion of Europeans quitting their guns, and the Sepoys and hoi ie
o f the right retreating with.them to the camp ; when th e v ...... - < < *
likewife j f̂t retching round to the left of the Englifli battalion halting 
at the guns, and keeping out of their reach.  ̂ Captain Knox then ad-, 
vanced to join the battalion with his own Sepoys, and the lix field- 
pieces, and had colle&ed moll o f the fugitives o f the other wmg. Mef- 
fages had been continually fent to the Rajah’s horfe to advance, but 
they could not be prevailed upon to quit the flicker of a large.tank, at 
this time dry, in which they, his foot, and him felf m the midft of 
them, had remained cowering from the beginning of the a^ion.

As foon as the Sepoys joined, and all the neceffary dupolittons 
were made, which took an hour, Colonel Forde auvanm to at­
tack the enemy’ s camp; but,, not t< retard the march, loft 
the field-pieces to follow.. A  deep holuw  way pafled along the 
ikirt o f the camp, behind which appeared a coniulerable numocr of 
Europeans regularly drawn up, as if  to defend the paflage of the 
hollow way, and feveral fhot were bred from heavy cannon planted 
to defend the approach. Juft as the Englifli troops cam near, and 
the firft divifion of the Europeans ftept out to give their d *
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Xr '  field-pieces were arrived within (h ot; on which all the enemy went 
,r to the right-about, abandoned their camp, and retreated, feemingly 

rvery man as he lifted, in the utmoft confufion ; but the Englifti 
battalion crofting after them, many threw down their arms, and 
lurrendered themfelves prifoners. Mr. Conflans had previoufly fent 
away four o f the fmalleft field-pieces ; and the money o f the 
military cheft, laden for expedition on two camels. The fpoil o f the 
field and camp was 30 pieces of cannon, moft o f which were 
brafs; 50 tumbrils, and other carriages laden with ammunition ; 
feven mortars from thirteen to eight inches, with a large proviiion 
o f fliells; 1000 draught bullocks, and all the tents of the French 
battalion. Three of their officers were killeu ir the field, and 
three died o f their wounds the fame evenirg; 70 o f their rank 
and file were likewife filled, or mortally wounded : fix officers and 
50 rank and file were faken prifoners, and the fame number of 
wounded were luppofed to have elcaped. O f  the Englilh battalion, 
Captain Adnet and 15 rank and file, were killed; Mr. Macguire, the 
pav-mafter, and Mr. Johnftone, the commiflary, who joined the 
grenadiers, two officers, and 20 of the rank and file, were wounded; 
the Sepoys had jpo killed and more wounded. No vi&ory could be 
more compleat. Mr. Conflans, the commander o f the French army, 
changing horfes, arrived on the full gallop at Rajahmundrum 
before midnight, although the diftance is 40 miles from the field 
on which the battle was loft ; the troops took various routs, but 
moft of them towards Rajahmundrum.

T h e cavalry of Anunderauze, although incapable o f fighting, 
were very active as fcouts to obferve the flying enemy, and the con­
currence o f their reports determined Colonel Forde to fend forward 
500 Sepoys, which in the army were ranked the firft battalion of 
tbefe troops, under the ce nmand of Captain Knox. They were in 
march at five in the afternoon. The next day intelligence was re- 

. .caved, that many of the enemy’s Europeans, and fome o f their black 
fugitives, hid flopped at Rajahmundrum; on which 1000 more 
Sepoys were fent to join thole with Captain Knox; and the whole, 
now 1500, arrived there at break o f day oil the 10th.
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city, the capital of the province, is fituated on the eafter. t bank . b
o f the Godaveri, 40 miles from the lea. In the middle o f the town, -J a  ^
and near the river, fcands a large fort, with mud walls of little de­
fence. The French troops, having loft all their heft cannon, would 

. not truft to thofe in the fort, and report had reprefen ted the Englifli 
Sepoys as the whole army, the Rajah’s and all, in full purfuit; and 
in this perfuafion they had begun to crofs the river at midnight.
Fifteen,Europeans, with all the ftores, baggage, and buhocks, which 
had el'capc l from the battle, had not yet embarked, and were im ­
mediately ftized ; a boat loaded with many more Europeans was in 
the ftream; and four fnvall field-pieces, with a thirteen-inch 
mortar o f brafs taken out o f the fort, had juft reached the other fhorc 
when the Englilh Sepoys arrived, who fired for half an hour, as well 
with their mulkets as from the cannon o f the toit, upon the boat 
and the oppofite fhore, which deterred the enemy from carrying off 
the field-pieces and mortar, or from remaining near them ; and a 
party of Sepovs crofting the river m boats, brought them back the 
fame day without moleftation t a large quantity ot ammunition a d 
military ftores, laid up for the French army, was taken r .  the toit.

Colonel Forde, with the reft: o f the Englilh forces, arrived at lla- 
jahmundrum the next day ; but the Rajah, with his, remained at . 
Peddipoor performing the ceremony of burying the few of his people 
which had chanced to be killed by the .draggling foot o f the fight.
T h e Hardwicke, and the two floops, were at anchor on the coaft fome 
leagues above the field o f battle, which is about 10 miles from the 
fea ; and the day after the viftory they failed to cruize on the enemy’s * 
veflels between Mafulipatam and their factories on the Godaveri: and 
a few days after the foip Thames was dlfpatched from Vizagapatam,
fully laden with proviiions, to Madrafs.

T h e delay o f every day which had regarded Mr. Tally from 
advancing againft Madrafs was an advantage gained; Captain 
Jofeph Smith commanding in Tritchinopoly, as loon as lie received 
the orders of the prefidency, equipped 2000 Sepoys from his gairifon, 
and delivered them, with two finall field-pieces, to the command of 
Mahomed lifoof, who crofted the Coleroon with this force on the
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2 1 ft of November, without waiting for the troops of the allies, 
D «fTv whofe affiftance the prefiderlfcy had requefted. The polygar Tondi-

nan gave affurances, and was really colledling l'ome, but the Mo- 
raver had returned no anfwer, and the king of Tanjore had expreffed 
himfelf in ftich equivocal terms, that the Prefidency refolved to fend 
major Calliaud, in whom the king had confidence, to convince him 
of the impolicy o f his indifference: accordingly this officer embarked 
on the 30th in a common maffoolah, intending to land at Tran- 
quebar.
' T h e French army moved again from Conjeveram on the 29th o f 

November, advancing on the high road towards Maurals: but a 
large detachment under the command of Mr. Souoire proceeded along 
the bank o f the Paliar, with orders to halt between the river and 
Chinglapet. On the fame day the partisan Lambert, with his troops 
and two fmall field-pieces, attacked the pettah of Pondomalee, which 
the enfign, Crowley, attempted to defend, but was driven into the 
fort with the lofs o f 30 or 40 of his Sepoys killed and wounded, 
and two of their ferjeants, Europeans, were made prilbners. On tire 
4th of December, Mr. Lally reconnoitred the fort o f Chinglapet in 
perfon, within muiket-fhot; and contrary to the found rules of war, 
and perhaps his own conviction, determined to leave it in his rear.
On the 7th, the whole army halted at Vendaloor, and Lambert’s 
parry appeared in fight o f the Mount, where the Englifh army had 
been reinforced with 400 more Europeans from tire town, being all 
that remained, excepting the invalids and artillery: 300 had been 
polled, a mile and half in the rear o f the main camp, at Sidapet or 
the little. Mount, to guard the bridge and ford over the river ol St. 
Thome ; but on the night after the appearance of Lambert’s party, 
rjicfe troops were fent back to tbe towrn, and the lame number were 
detached to fupply their p ace from the camp ; for Colonel f .awrence 
had no intention to rifk a general action. In the. afternoon of the ninth 
a mu Mcrablc body of the enemy appeared in light of the Mount; 
l ..it Mr. Lally halt left bis camp ftanding at Vendaloor, of winch 
Colonel Lawrence received intelligence, and regarded this appear­
ance o f not moving far from i», as a feint to cover the intention >f
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a fore 1 march in the night, higher up, acrofs the riven o f St. ^1758. 
Thome, which might bring the French army before morning be- 
tween the Englilh camp and Mad r a Is, and cut oh their retreat to 
the tow n: he therefore immediately ftruck his tents and marched 
back with the whole army to the Choultry plain.

The ground fo called commenceth about 2000 yards Couth-weft of 
the white town of Madrafs, or Fort St. George, .from which it is 
feparated by two rivers. The one, called the river o f Triplicane, 
winding from the weft, gains the fea about a thoufand yards to the 
fouth of the glacis. The other coming from, the north weft} paflefh 
near the weftem fide of the black town, the extremity of which is 
high ground, which the river rounds, and continues to the Fait, 
until within 100 yards of the fea, where it waiheth the foot ot the 
glacis, and then turning to the fouth continueth parallel with the 
beach, until it joins the mouth and bar of the river of Triplicane.
From the turning of the river at the high ground, a canal, linking 
to the fouth, communicates with the river of Triplicane. 1 he 
low ground included by the channels of the two rivers and the ca­
nal, is called the Ifland, which is about 3000 yards in circulate • 
rence. 1200 yards from the ftrand of the lea is alon g bridge 
leading from the ifland over the Triplicane river, to a road which 
continues fouth to the town of St. Thome. Another bridge over 
the canal, leads to the weft, and amongft others to a village 
called Egmore, from which this bridge takes its name. C dining 
from the fouth or weft, thefe two bridges afford the only convenient 
accefs to the Fort or white town, excepting another along the ftrand 
o f the fea, when the bar of the Triplicane river is choaked with iatul.
A ll the ground between the St. Thome road and the lea is tilkd 
with villages and cnclofures; and lb :s that on the left, rbi lioll 
a mile towards the Choultry plain, from which a road and leveled 
fmaller paflages leads through them to the St. 1 home Road.^

It was neither the intention of the Prefulency, nor o f Colonel 
I;. \yrence himfelf, to rifque the army on the Choultry plain, mon­
th n they had at the Mount \ for a defeat in the field was the certain 
lo.s of Madrafs, as the enemy in their iiipcriority had 300 European
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T 7  5?. horfe, excellently mounted and difeiplined; the greateft tim ber
f e X Z l .  which had hitherto appeared together in India. The intention 

was to gain time, for every day was precious; and not to difpirit 
the troops, who were to fuftain the impending fiegc, and might 
have made finifler reflections if  they had been baftily led back with­
in the walls, before their* own underftandings were convinced of the 
neceffity. The ground and the advantages which were taken of it 
by Colonel Lawrence, fecured their retreat, when it fltould become 
neceffary.

The Choultry plain extends two miles to the weft o f the enclo­
sures which bound the St. Thome road, and terminates on the 
other fide at a large body of water called the Meliapore Tank, 
behind which runs with deep windings, the Triplicane river. 
The road from the Mount pafles two miles and a half under the 
mound of the tank, and at its illiie into the Choultry plain, was a 
kind of defile, formed by the mound on one hand, and buildings 
with thick enclofures on the other. Colonel Lawrence, retreating 
from the mount, halted and remained during that and the next day, 
which was the 10th, oppofite to this defile. On the n t h  lie cut 
through the mound of the tank, which l'wamped the whole length 
of the road, and then retreated to the other extremity o f the plain, 
clofe to the enclofures ncareft the Triplicane river. In this iitua- 
tion his field-pieces commanded the road leading.acrofs the plain to 
that part of the .enclofures through which this road continues to that 
of St. Thome, which from the jun&ion continues ftreight to the 
bridge of Triplicate. Three companies o f Sepoys were advanced in 
front on the left, to a choultry Handing at the Ikirt o f the plain, 
where the road enters the enclofures.

The French army remain :d at the Mount during the 1 ith, but 
marched before day-break on the 1 2th ; and at fun-rife all their Eu­
ropean cavalry, having taken a circuit to the Couth o f the plain, ap­
peared at the choultty fo unexpectedly, that the Sepoys lcarcely 
ftaid to give their fir ft fire, and ran into the enclofures on their le t ,  
through which they gained the main body. The cavalry, tlimki lg 
then Eh c- fccured by a bruill grove, which was in the rear of fne 
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choultrv. drew up in front of it, but were immediately annoyed by 1 '/ 5̂ * 
the advanced field-pieces ; o f which, feveral foot made way through 
the trees and killed three troopers ; on which, all galloped a\ya) to
the St.Thome road, intending, it Ihould feein, to pufla to Fripiicunc- 
bridge, and then either continue on the all and, or advance along the 
itrand of the river in the rear of the Englilh army : hut oppolitc to the 
governor’s garden, 500 yards from the bridge, they found the road 
ilockaded acrofs, as well as the lane on the left, along the garden-wall, 
by which they might likewife .have come round ; and in thefo two 
polls were three companies o f Sepoys, with two guns ; and the St.
Thome road, for a long way, had no other ifl’ue to the left. 1  he 
fir ft fire from the llockades drove the cavalry up the road until out

>of reach.
Mean while the main body of the French army appeared liiu- 

ing from along the mound of the Meliaporc tank, and advanced 
along the road, which was here between an avenue ol ticca, 
cannonading at intervals from fome of their field-pieces: they 
Avere anfwered without intermiffipn by fix from the Englilh line, 
until their van were half through the avenue, and within 1000 
yards, when Colonel Lawrence ordered tire retreat. The line- 
marched off their ground by the right, and paffmg a village called 
Chindadrapettah, eroded the river of Triplicanc, where it was tor- 
dable without difficulty; they then continued round two or three 
hamlets to the Egmore bridge, which leads over the canal into the 
Illand. Here they halted fome time to receive a guard of 30 Europeans 
polled in a redoubt at Egmore, in which was the powder-mill of 
the garrifon. As loon as this party joined, the whole army eroded 
the bridge, and after fome detachments of Europeans and Sepoys had 
been draughted and font to defend the pades ot the black tow n, 
the red of the army marched into the fort. Mr. Lallv gyve no in­
terruption to the retreat, probably becauie he In (ported iohte ilrata- 
£ ms. Three Europeans were killed in the cannonade, but the 
.Jfocnch led 10, and as "many wounded.

the fame time that the main body of the .ImyucIi aim) were 
id'arming to the Choultry plain, their irregular Sepoys with 1 ;m>
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1758. bert had proceeded along the fouth Tide of the San Thome river, in 
b~emkr orc êr to attac’c a redoubt fituated on the iide o f it near the lea.

T h e guard was only one company of Sepoys, who getting intelli­
gence in time, retreated along the beach and arrived fafe in the 
garrifon.

As foon as Colonel Lawrence came into the fort, the council o f 
the jM'efidency affembled, and by an unanimous vote committed the 
defence o f the liege to the governor Mr. Pigot, recommending to him 
to confult Colonel Lawrence on all occafions, and on extraordinary 
emergencies to affemble a council of the fuperior officers of the gar­
rifon. T h e French army immediately encamped on the ground which 
the Englilh had quitted, but fent a detachment acrofs the Tripli- 
cane river, which took poll in the redoubt at Egmore.

As die French army were advancing from the Mount, 300 Euro­
peans, with two twelve-pounders, had been fent oft under the com­
mand of Lieutenant Colonel Murphy, againft Pondamalee. They 
arrived at noon, and Murphy fummoned Enlign Crowley, with 
threats, as refilling in an untenable poll, although the fort was of 
Hone, and furmunded by a wet ditch. On Crowley’s refufil, the 
twelve-pounders were employed until night, when 20 o f the 
French detachment had been killed or wounded, and little damage 
had been done to the wall ; but the Sepoys within, expecting nei­
ther fuccour nor quarter, began to w aver; on which, Crowlev 
marched with them out o f the fort in deep ftlence at midnight, and 
palling where he was apprized the enemy kept flight watch, got 
out of reach before they were ready to purfue; and, knowing the 
country, c um in the next morning by the north o f the black town.
T he number was 500, in five companies, o f which three were the 
garrifi>n of Pondamalee, am two had retreated hither from the fort 
o f TripaUbre.

T h i"  arrival brought in the lafr o f the troops, llationed in diftant 
out-polls, and completed the force with which Madrafs mas to fuf- 
tain the liege. The roll o f the European military, inJuding the 
officers with 64 topalils, and 89 collrees incorporated in the comoa-

ni*s,
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m is, amounted to 1758 men. The Sepoys were 2220. Of theEu- 
ropeans 24 were troopers mounted. The^ Nabob’s horie were DeceniIter_ 
200 ; but, from experience, very little fervree was expected rrom 
them. The European* inhabitants not military were 150 men, 
and they were appropriated without diftitiftion to ferve out ho res 
and provifions to the garrifon. The native boatmen, who alone 
can ply acrofs the furf, had been retained by fpecial encourage­
ments, and their huts, with their mafl'oolas or boats, extended 
under’ the wall next the lea, where it was fuppofed not a /hot 
was likely to fall. T he Nabob, with his family and attendants, 
had come into the fort on the day that the army retreated from the 
Mount ; but, although lodged in one of the heft houlcs, were much 

' flraitened for want of the room and conveniencics to which they had

been accuftomed.
The French army continued on the other fide of the 1 riplicane 

river during the day they arrived from the Mount, and all the next; 
but at two m the morning of the 14th were in motion, and having 
paffed the river where the Englilh had crofled, proceeded at the back 
of Egmore to the village of Viparee, which is about a mile to the 
north-weft of that poll, and from whence a good road leads nearly . 
weft to the northern part of the black town. Parts of the ancient 
hound hedge, and the ruins of lome gyard-houfes, ftill remained 
alom the north and weft fides of the black town; and, with 
the channel of the northern river, rendered the greateft part of the 
weftern iide very defenftble: but on the tide facing the north, were 
many gaps, too open to he maintained. The army, having advanced 
to the ford acrofs which the road from Viparee leads into the tow n, 
fired their field-pieces before them, which the guards returned 
with their mulketry, but the Sepoys oivy with one fire, and then 
ran away. The Europeans, ncvertheleis, defended the lord, and 
fcveral other acceffes on either hand, until they perceived that ieve- 
ral parties oL the enemy had entered on the north hdc; when all 
retreated as faft as they could to the fort, and none were mter- 
cent id. In the fkirmilhcs, three of them had been killed; hut ol the
enemy, eleven. Soon alter, the whole of the trench army np,

pear.ed
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p-:.*aetl in. the fouthern parts of the town, where the flreets openco 
lIPon the clPlanade o f the Port. T h e regiment o f Laity took up 
their quarters near the beach o f the fea. Lorrain, with the batta­
lion of India, on the riling ground to the weft; but both be­
hind buildings which fereened them from the fire o f the 
ramparts. A  multitude o f the natives, with the ufual defpon- 
dency of their chara&er, had remained in their habitations until the '

( laft hour, and now came pouring upon the glacis, imploring admit­
tance into the covered way, but were refilled, and advifed to make 
their elcape as well as they could in the n igh t; feveral fpies and 
two or three deferters came mingled amongft them, who reported 
that the French troops were all employed in ranfacking the houfes, 
and that they had difeovered feveral warehoufes filled with arrack, 
with which moft of them had already got drunk ; and fuch as were 
perceived from the town, appeared ftaggering under their loads and 
liquor; on which it was rc. Jved to make a ftrong fally before they 
fhould have time to recover themfelves.

Five hundred of the beft men were draughted, and given to the 
command of Lieutenant Colonel Draper, who fuggefted the defign ; 
and ioo with major llrereton were to follow a little while after, as 
a covering party. At eleven o’clock Draper’s detachment marched 
out o f the weftern ravelin ; two companies of grenadiers led the 
line, but the two field-pieces were in the rear. Their way was, firft,
300 yards ftreight on to the weft, where a bridge crofles a ftagnated 
arm of the river that communicates v. i.th the weftern ditch of the fort.
This bridge gives accefs to and from the black town by the afeent 
of the riling ground, and is laid pointing to the n . w . : the afeent 
begins a) moft as foon as you have crofted the bridge, and the road 
to the top continues about 300 yards in that direction, when 
it turns into a long ftrect of Indian houlcs, which runs nearly north 
and fouth, and is crofted by feveral others on either hand. Such 
was the negligence and fecurity of the French army, that they did 
not perceive the approach of the detachment, urTd apprifed by a 
rniftake of the Englifh drummers, moft of whom being black boys, 
began to beat the grenadiers march as foon as they entered the ftreet:

and
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0-1 which the whole line from one end to the other fet up their huzza; 1758.
but cv<=" on this warning the enemy did not look -out with fufficient 
attention to be certified in which ftreet the detachment was advancing, 
but drew up at the head of another, which ran parallel to it, about 
100 yards on the left; in which they advanced 2 013 platoons 
about 50 yards lower down, at the opening oi a crofs-ftreet which 
gave a ftrait communication between the tw o : the Englilh troops 
marching on did not receive a foot until they came oppofite to this ad­
vanced guard, which then fired, and with execution, for the difiance 
was point blank : the firft of the line returned the fire, but being, the 
company of grenadiers halted no longer than this operation, and 
-then proceeded; for Draper, knowing how near, and where the 
enemy’s main body were drawn up, would not ftop the line, but 
fiationed two platoons from the fucceeding companies to continue 
the fire, and prevent the enemy from breaking through the ftreet.
He at the fame time ordered the two field-pieces to advance fiom the 
rear to the front, and the troops marching in whole files opened to 
the right and left to let them pals; but-before they were brought 
up, the grenadiers and fome more had pulhed on to t̂he head 
o f the long ftreet, in which they were marching. This was 
terminated by another much broader that crofted it, coming on the 
• ht from the efplanade of the fort to the eaft, and continued 100 

yards on the other hand to the weft of the long ftreet, where the 
crofs-ftreet turned to the north and then again to the weft. In that 
part of the crofs-ftreet to the left appeared the'regiment ot Lorrain, 
with fopr field-pieces, drawn up facing the fouth, oppofite to the 
ftreet inw hich they had pofted their advanced guard, and were ex­
pecting; the Englifo troops ; to whom in this petition they prefented
their flank quite naked. Beyond them, in the continuation ot the
ftreet, after it has turned to the north, the battalion of India, which 
comprized the troops belonging to the French company, w ay al- 
fembling. Not a moment was loft in takifig the advantage ; the 
grenadiers, and as many more as the breadth of the ftreet, which 
was here 50 yards, would admit, faced and fired ; but had fcarcely - 
time to give a fecond, before the two field-pieces came up. In that, 
part of the crofs-ftreet where the Englifo troops had faced, an m
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front o f their left, almofl adjoining to the long flreet they had 
-v-—' palled through, lay the ruins o f a demolifhed houfe, which fpread 

more than half-way over the crofs-flreet, and although not high 
enough to prevent a fingle rank of xnulketry from firing over the 
rubbilh, did not admit the field-pieces, which were therefore drawn 
up to the right o f the rubbilh, and the troops which had flood 
there made room for them, by crowding along the adjoining walls 
on that lide of the crofs-flreet. Thefe alterations created fbme con-, 
fufion ; for they were made with much hurry from the ardour o f 
letting the field-pieces to w ork; which did not difappoint the expec­
tation, but firing with grape knocked down numbers. Lorrain 
fcarcely flood a minute before all the men ran into the oppofite 
houfes ; and all the officers could do was to turn the field-pieces, 
which the gunners likewife abandoned after the very firfl difeharge. 
Draper immediately commanded his own firing to ceafe, and the 
grenadiers to follow him to the enemy’s guns, to which he ran, and 
fired a piflol, but. without effett, at an officer who remained by them, 
which the officer having returned with as little, offered to furrender 
himfelf and the guns, when Draper perceived that he had been fol­
lowed by only four grenadiers. In the fame inflant, many o f the 
French foldiers, encouraged by the ceafing o f the Englifh. fire, and 
the backwardnefs o f the men to advance with Draper, gathered 
again in the flreet, and began to fire ; by which two o f the grena­
diers were killed, and the other two wounded before they got 
back to their own men, and Draper returned with them. Now the 
field-pieces and mnfketry on both fides commenced the hotteft fire ; 
but with encrealing havock from the enemy, whofe numbers were 
augmented every moment by the battalion o f India ; and many o f 
the Englifh foldiers began in their turn to take belter in the neareft 
houfes and < nclofures. Neverthelefs, the brunt >f this fight con­
tinued 20 minutes, when Draper convinced that no fuccefs was to 
be ex petted, and that the arrival of Lally’s regiment from the fea- 
fide might cut off the whole detachment, ordered rhe retreat; but 
not a fingle drummer was found to beat if. The grenadiers of the
Company’s troops, not having room to be employed in the crofs-

flreer
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f|r occupied by other platoons and the field-pieces, had gone into a 1 758.  ̂
large eaclofure on the fide of the ftreet oppofitc to the rUbbifH ; and Dccti ^ 
as ^.ell as the others who had taken Ihelter in houfes on the right 
Wee? not apprized of the retreat: all who were marched huddled to­
gether down the crofs-ftreet, which opened in lefs than 300 yards 
upon the efplanade, and under the protection of the guns of the fo rt; 
but the enemy followed foclofe, and their fire both of cannon and mui- 
ketry became fo fuperior, that the two field-pieces in the rear of the 
detachment were abandoned ; and the enemy’s divifions had advanced 
to the enclofure in which the grenadiers had taken refuge, before they 
had thought o f marching out. T hey were offered quarter, which they 
accepted,\ecau fe they could make no effectual refiflance, although 
they were eighty, the prime men of the garrilhn. During the fight 
in the weftern part of the black town, the regiment of Lally towards 
the fea were with much difficulty got under arms by Mr. Bully, for 
moft of the common men were reeling drunk. However, they had ad­
vanced. ffieltered by houfes from the fire of the fort, until they came 
w ithin"300 yards of the ftreet in which the Englifh were retreating, 
and arrived there juft as the line were coming out of it upon the efi- 
planade, when the interval between them was open to the fire of the 
fort • the fear of which, and the miftruft o f their intoxicated men, 
deterred the officers from leading them on to the fair attack before 
them ; and they only fired random mufketry, and from two iw Id- 
pieces ill-pointed at Draper’s line, who, as loon as out ot the ftreet, 
turned lhort to the fouth, and proceeded on the lower ground under 
the houfes which Ikirted the weft face of the efplanade, until they 
came oppofite to the north-weft angle of the glacis, and met in the 
way tiie covering party with Major Brereton, which had advanced 
and was waiting for them in good order : the nearer the line came to 
the fort, the greater became their hurry to get into it, tor many lan 
over the glacis ; but all the officers, with as many men a is they could 
keep together, marched in order to the entrance on the eartern face ol 
the north mvehn. Mo officer, excepting Lieutenant Billed,, was killed
on the fpot; but Major Polier, Captain Hume, and Eni.gn Chace, wm 
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mortally wounded : Polier came into the fort, but the other t,vo 
^ '~TJ were taken. Captain Pafcall and Lieutenant Elliot '„ u c  lhot 

through the body; Lieutenants Stephen Smith and Blair, and Enfign 
Cook, were wounded and taken ; but recovered*. O f  rank and 
file 103 were taken, o f whom 19 were wounded; F ifty camr in 
wounded, and fifty were left dead abroad, o f whom all did not fall 
in the open action, for more than 20 were found killed in dif­
ferent houfes, moftly {tabbed with bayonets, and with their an- 
tagonifts lying dead befide them ; fo that the garrifon loll the lives 
or fervice o f more than 200 foldiers and fix officers by this Tally. 
The French acknowledged 200 of their rank and file killed and 
wounded ; and had x 2 officers w'ounded, Saubinet mortally, and 
three killed on the fp o t; they loft only four prifoners, o f whom 
one was the Count D ’Eftaign ; his quarters were with L ally ’s regi­
ment near the beach, and on the firft firing he mounted his horfe, 
and came galloping down the crofs-ftreet to the rear o f the Engliffi 
grenadiers, whom, being fliort-fighted, or perhaps not feeing at all 
through* the fmoke, he took for French troops, nor perceived his 
miftake until within a few yards, when his horfe {tumbling, threw 
him, and belore he could recover himfelf, he was feized by two 
drummers, who had their fwords drawn to ftab him, wrhen Lieu* 
tenant Smith, the fame who was afterwards taken prifoner himfelf, 
ftepped between : his confequence being known, he was imme­
diately fent away with an officer and a file o f men to the fort.
Mr. Lally blamed exceffively his own regiment for not marching on 
the firft fire, which had they done, and the troops been lefs intoxi­
cated, it is probable that very few o f the Engliffi detachment would 
have efcaped. He endeavoured to fix the fault on Mr. Bufly, who 
juftified himfelf by the delay o f Mr. L ally ’s orders, without which, 
according to the regulations of the fervice, the regiment could not 
march ; and then Bufly led them. Mr. Lally regretted exceedingly 
the lofs o f Saubinet and the Count D ’Eftaign, and with reafon ; for 
the one poflefled all the qualities of an able general, and the ©thei of 
an active partizan.

Very



V ery few cafes permit a ftrong fally from the garrifon at the 1758. 
opening o f a fiege ; the prefent was in forne meafure juftified by the 
fuppofition that the enemy’ s troops were intoxicated and in confufion : 
bn*’, notwithftanding the ardour o f the onfet, it left no advantageous 
impreffion o f the firmnefs o f the garrifon with the French officers ; 
and Murphy, one o f the moft experience, propofed that a general 
aflault fhould be made on the town in the enfuing night, in four 
divifions, and offered to lead the principal attack himfelf. It was 
lucky for them that his advice was not followed.

T h e next day the French army began to prepare their batteries, 
but in fituations concealed by lioufes from the view of the ramparts ; 
however, the motions to and fro left little doubt where they were 
at work, and fhells as well as fhot were fired at intervals throughout 
the day to interrupt them ; although fparingly, except when certain 
o f effect; and this prudent thrift was obferved throughout all the 
days, until they opened their batteries : but their artillery which had 
embarked for the fiege was ftill at a diftance at fea, and on the day 
of the fally a party o f four companies of Sepoys, detached with 
Lieutenant Airey by Captain' Prefton from ChingJapet, took the 
only 13 inch mortar, which was coming by land : it was efcortcd by 
150 Sepoys ; they were intercepted and defeated between Sadrals and 
Cobelong ; but Airey, having no bullocks to draw off the mortar, 
ruined it as well as he could, and left it on the road.

Intelligence had been received, that one o f the veffcls which had 
been laden with artillery at Alamparva, was detained at anchor off 
the point o f Conimere, about 15 miles to the South o f Sadrafs, by 
the contrary wind and current; and a Dutch Snow being in the road 
o f Madrals, it was refolved to equip and employ her, to attack the 
French veffel; accordingly 20 failors belonging to the fquadroil who 
had been lately exchanged, and 40 of the marines left by Mr*.
Pococke, were lent on board under the coipmand o f a naval officer 
o f experience ; but juft as he was going to weigh, the failors refilled 
to ferve, pretending that they knew the French Ihip was much too 
ftrong for them ; on which they were relanded on the 10th, and 
the attempt was relinquilhed.

The
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1758. T h e  experience o f the very few days that the fort had been in- 
^ y y -' ■' vetted, had convinced the Nabob of the increaluig inconveniences

which he and his family would iuffer by continuing in it through 
the liege ; and the garrifon Bill more wiihed to be freed from tne 
ufelefs confumption and embarrafl’ment o f his retinue, which con- 
fitted o f 400 men, with 200 liorfes, befides other pattle, who, 
neverthelefs, could not decently be difmiflfed whilft he remained.
It was therefore refolved, with mutual fatisfaftion, that he fhould pro­
ceed by lea with his wife, women, and children, and their immediate - 
attendants, on board the Dutch fnow, which was to land them at the 
Dutch fettlement o f Negapatam ; from whence, being in the Tan- 
jorc country, they might proceed fecurely to Tritchinopoly. T hey 
embarked, attended by one of the council, on the night o f the 20th, 
and before morning were out of f g h t ; the Nabob’s dependants were 
then told, that they might provide for their own fafety, and in a 
few nights raoft of them quitted the town.

On the 16th at night, a Tally was made to the north by 40 Euro­
peans, and as many Sepoys ; but they were difeovered before they 
got clear of the glacis, and returned without firing. T w o Tallies 
were made on the night o f the 19th : the one by 20 Europeans and 
30 Sepoys, under the command o f Enlign Bonjour, who proceeded 
to the northward under the beach to the firtt houfes beyond the 
efplanade, when Tome o f the Sepoys cried out they Taw horle, and 
giving a Battering fire' took flight, which obliged the Europeans,

, after giving theirs, to retreat likewife, but, before they were out o f 
■ reach, they received the enemy’s, by which one was killed and two 
wounded. T h e other Tally was o f 1000 Sepoys, under the com­
mand of Jf'maul Saheb, to the fouthward ; they were to beat up a 
guard potted at the garden-houfe, and then proceed to St. Thome, 
in order to feize a piece o f battering cannon which was waiting 
there for bullocks, under the efcort of a company of Sepoys : they 
marched over the Triplicane-bridge, but had fcamely got into the St.
T 1 loinc Road, when they received a fire from the firtt enclofure on 
the left, which threw the whole body into a panick, and all ex­

cepting
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ceptipo- 50 or 40 returned into the fort, and none o f them had re- 17^8.
ceived a wound. > December.

On the 21 ft another detachment o f 1000 Sepoys with 20 Euro­
peans fallied at 10 o’clock in the day, under the conduft of Lieu­
tenant Balantyne and Enfign Crowley, in order to beat up a party 
with 2 guns which were reported to be ported at the pagoda in the 
village of Triplicane about a mile to the fouth of the fort. They 
crofted the bar o f the Triplicane river, and proceeded driving feveral 
fmall Sepoy guards before them to the pagoda ; where, not finding 
either the party or the guns they were feeking, t .y turned into the 
St. Thome road, and crofting it, marched alon- ie other road, which 
leads to the Chouitry-plain, intending to ... ick the enemy’s guards 
on the outfide o f , the enclofures near the village o f Chindadrepettah ; 
but before they arrived on the plain 300 Europeans were reported ad­
vancing from Triplicane river, on which the detachment marched back 
to the bridge, and returned by the ftrand o f the river to the bar, where 
a company o f grenadiers were waiting to cover their retreat. W hilft 
this detachment was abroad, two pieces o f battering cannon, drawn 
by a great many bullocks and coolies, were perceived crofting from 
the village of Chindadrepettah to the s. w. towards the black town, 
and being within random (hot of the weftern baftions feveral cannon 
were fired upon them, which foon rtopt the bullocks and coolies, 
and one of the guns funk to the axle-tree in the m ud; upon which 
300 Sepoys, encouraged by the promife of a reward, matched with 
Jemaul Saheb to fpike up thefe guns : on their appearance the 
drivers cart: off and hurried away the bullocks, and the coolies ran 
aw ay; but before the Sepoys got to the bridge, which leads to 
Egmore, 200 European horfe, followed by fome infantry, appeared 
advancing from the camp in the black town ; on which the party 
was recalled intc the fort.

On the 1 7th, all the Englifh prifoners that had been taken at the 
fally were lent away for Pondicherry. They were lod, and were 
efcorted by 150 of the European horfe, 40 European foot, and 500 
Sepoys. They moved (lowly, and proceeded towards Sadrafs, by the 
road near the fea (hore, which pafleth by Cobelong, where they were 

2 halting
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1750. halting on the 19th. Captain Prefton, zealous to recover the pri- 
D— fl iers,  marched in the night o f the 19th, with the greateft part of 

the garrifon of Chinglapet, to intercept them. His party was only 
80 Europeans, 400 Sepoys, and two field-pieces. T hey eroded the 
country, and halted at 10 o’clock next day fix miles to the fouth of 
Sadrafs. A  channel o f 20 miles in length extends from Cobelong 
to within three miles o f Sadrafs, and has at each extremity an open­
ing to the fea, from which it receives its water, and at times enough 
to overflow the country a mile a-crofs, in which date it was at 
prelent. Befides the road leading from Cobelong to Sadrafs along 
the fea fhore, there is another within the inundation, and Preflon 
remaining where he had halted fent half his force over the water 
with lieutenant Airey, to wait for the enemy on the other road; two 
hours after appeared a body o f 400 Sepoys, with fome black horfe, 
whom Prefton kept at a diftance and difperfed; and in the evening, 
Airey’s party returned without any tidings o f the efcort, which had 
palled on to Sadrafs before he crofted the water, on which Prefton 
marched back to his garrifon, where he arrived the next day.

The commandant Mahomed Ifloof, after having been detained 
three days at Outatore by the rains, arrived on the 29th of No­
vember at Thiagar, where he was joined by the killidar, Kiftnarow, 
with C50 horle, and 1000 foot; and Mahomed Ifloof himfelf had 
enlifted 100 horfe on the road. Their forces marched on the firftof 
December, and inverted Elavanafore, which ftands ten miles to the 
weft o f Thiagar. There were in the fort two companies o f Sepoys 
belonging to the French, with a lieutenant, Dumefnil, and three 
other Europeans, a ferjeant, and two gunners, and two field-pieces : 
this garrilon defended themfelves until the clofe o f the evening, 
when they furrendered. Fifty o f the Sepoys took fervice with Ma- 
homed Ifloof; the reft were difarmed and permitted to go where 
they pi afied, but the four jpuropeans were fent to Tritchinopoly : 
fome ftores and ammunition were found in the fort. The next day 
Kiftnarow went away with his own troops to get plunder, and on 
the /tl burnt a village in light o f Fort St. David; but Mahomed 
Ifloof did not move until th ftfth , when he proceeded to Tricolore,

4 a for-
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a fortified pagoda, ten miles to the north of Elavanafore. On the *75 -̂ 
6th, he was joined by 200 horfe, 1500 Coliefies, and 250 Peons, 
fent by the polygar Tondiman, and the day after attacked the 
•j'ctgoda, in which were three companies of Sepoys, who defended it 
with much activity until eight at night, when they offered to fur- 
render provided they were permitted to march away with their 
arms and effedts; and having already killed 15 and wounded 55 of 
Mahomed Ifioof’s troops, he accepted their terms; and then follow­
ing the track of Kiftnarow marched to the eaftward, fpreading his 
army to ravage the country, all o f which, as far as the fea, paid 
revenue to the French. On the x 5th they appeared at Yillcnore, 
within fight o f Pondicherry, and brought fo much terror, that the 
inhabitants of the adjacent villages took flicker in crowds within 
the bound hedge. O11 the 18th they cut the mound of the great 
tank at Valdoor, and let out the water to deftroy the cultivations 
it was referved to fertilize. T he lword was little ufed, but fire 
everywhere, and the cattle were driven away to Tricaloor. Mr 
Lally on hearing of thefe devaluations, fent word to Mr. Pigot, 
that lie would retaliate, by putting men, women, and children to 
the fword in the territory about Madrafs; he however forbore to 
execute the threat. On the 21 ft Mahomed Iflbof was joined by 
3oo horfe from Tanjore, not furnilhed by the king, but hired there 
with his permiflion, by Mahomed Ifloof’s agents : on the fame day 
Kiftnarow returned with all his troops to Thiagar. The next, 
Mahomed Iflbof began his march from Villaporum to the north­
ward, ftill continuing his ravages. Rajahfaheb, with a conliderable 
body of horfe, had been for fome time at Conjeveram, waiting to 
protebt tliofe diftri&s from his excurflons, and on his approach 
crofted the Paliar, and advanced to Salaiauck, as feemingly with in­
tention to give him battle; but on better intelligence ot his force, 
took flielter under the guns of Vandiw&lh. Lambert was alio on 
the other ftde o f the Paliar with 400 Sepoys, 25 Europeans, and 
two guns, but on the fame information marched round and ftopt at 
two days diftance in his rear. On the 25th Mahomed Iflbof with 
his army joined Captain Prefton at Chinglapct.
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1758, On the 2 2d the Harlem, fo long expected by the enemy, anchored
I>cunbcr *in t îe evening at Onore, three leagues to the north o f the black

town. The next day, the Thames, laden with all kinds o f pro- 
vifions, arrived in the road from Vizagapatam ; the wind was hi^h 
and the fhip had hut two anchors, and in the next forenoon parted 
from that by which (he was riding, before one that was coming
from the fhore on a catamaran could reach h er; and the Harlem
getting under weigh from Onore at the fame time, (lie flood out td 
ft-a, intending to regain the road in the evening, but before night 
was driven out o f light to leeward. Site brought the news o f the 
viflory gained by Colonel Forde at Pedipore over the French troops 
with Mr. Conflans, which the fort anounced to the enemy by 21 
guns pointed upon their quarters from the northern baftions, and the 
fire o f the whole garrifon drawn up in the covered way. The next 
dav the Harlem flopped and fei/ed a veflel trading from the norward, 
laden v> ith 1000 bags of rice, o f which the French camp was much 
in want. T h e artillery brought by the Harlem was not fufficient 
to fupplv the intended batteries ; but feveral cannon and mortars o f 
thofc unladen from the Diligent and Expedition at Alamparvah; and 
brought in boats from thence to San Thom e, paffed every day from 
this place to the camp in the black town, and generally acrofs the 
plain of Fgmore, within fight of the fort ; but fince the fally o f the 
Sepoys on the 2 il l ,  the d'corts were too flrong to be attacked by 
any parties which the garrifon could with prudence rifque at that 
diflance. But the flock o f gun-powder neceflary for the batteries 
was not yet completed ; for this was brought the whole way from 
Pondicherry or Alamparvah, by laird ; and for the want o f bullocks 
with much delay.

T h e commandant Mahomed Iffoof on his arrival at Chinglapet 
difpatched the greatefl part o f his Irorfe, which were now near 1000, 
to lavage and ddlroy the country about Conjeveram, from which 
ti;<- F i. nch government drew revenues, and their army before 
Madrid'.-, provilions. Ott the 27th, he marched himfelf with his in- 
fa pit v , inti tiding according to tidlrutflious he had received from Mr.
Pi got, to furprize ti.e French troops which were quartered in the 

2 town
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' town of San Thom6 j but Captain P reft on thinking this a-hazardous x j ^  
•enterprize, refolved to participate in it, and accompanied him with Dcc;nii) r 
So Europeans, two field-pieces, and fix companies of Sencwa, >o:n 
hiso-arrifon. They arrived at the Mount on the 29th and were 
retained the fame day by the horle from Conjevenun: during tie  
enfuing night, a detachment o f 500 Europeans, of vduch too were 
cavalry, 600 Sepoys, and Soo black horde, marched lrom the black 
town and other polls, under the command of t'lr. bouptre, and at 
day-break the next morning had pafled the village of Subpet, and 
were within fight of the Mount before their approach was known ; 
however, the aftivity of Prefton and Mahomed lfioof ftopt the effects 
of the furprize, and in a few minutes the troops from both tlu-iv 
camps were in march : the enemy halted and began to cannonade, 
which was returned and continued until io o’clock, when Captain 
Prefton feeing an advantage, made a pufh with the Clung aj u 
troops, and feized two of their guns, wjjiilft Mahomed moot with 
his kept the main body at bay and prevented them from making an 
effort to refeue them ; however, the enemy retreated in good order to 
Sidante for the urea tell: part ofMahomedlfloof s cavalry were, it pplhhlc, 
worfe than the black horfe with the French, and few of ; ither 
ventured within arm’s length of each other. Fifteen of the h rcnclj 
Europeans, with feme of their Sepoys and horfes, were left dead on 
the plain, hut they carried away their wounded, ot whom fifteen 
were troopers; moft o f this execution was done by the field^iieces ; 
the Chinglapet troops loft only one European, but fcvcral Sepoys ; 
and more of Mahomed lflbof’s Sepoys with feme of his horiemen, 
were killed and wounded: both Prefton*® and Mahomed Moot s di-
vifions continued at the mount. ^

A t break of day the next morning, 1000 Srpoys, with the 
troop of horfe, lallied from the garrilbn of Foil St. George by 
the fouthern gate, in order to heat up the guards at the h.ir ,.J 
the river, the garden-houfe, and the village of .liiplicaiK, wlite 1 
they effected without oppofition ; they likewife iutcicipfid a 
tappy or letter-carrier, coming with many to tlu lu m i, ( im ), 
which gave information of the arrival ot a vcflcl at Pondic u iiy 
from the illand of Mauritius with ;o chcfts of ttlvcr. 1 »»s
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1759 day clofed the year. Mr. L ally  intended to open the next with 
his firft fire againft the fo rt; but the preparations to equip a large 
detachment intended to attack the troops with Prefton and Mahomed 
Hoof, deferred the battery to the 2d of January.

T h e  French, whilft in pofleftion o f Fort St. George, after taken 
by Labourdonnais, had made feveral improvements and additions to ■ 
the flight works they found, which neverthelefs, rendered the fort 
little capable of long refiftance againft the regular approaches o f an 
European enemy ; nor had they given any extenfion to the internal 
area, which did not exceed 15 acres o f ground. Neverthelefs, the 
Englifh let the place remain in the fiate they received it from the 
French in 1751, until the beginning o f the year ’ 756; when the 
expectation of another war with that nation, and the reports o f the 
great preparations making in France againft India, di&atcd the ne- 
ceftity o f rendering it completely deientible. Accordingly all the 
coolies, labourers, and tank diggers, which the adjacent country 
could l'upply, were from this time conftantly employed on the for­
tifications : their daily number generally amounted to 4000 men,; 
women, and children, who had continued on the works until lately 
driven away by the approach o f the French army from Conjeveram.

An addition had been projected in the year 1743 by the engineer 
Mr. Smith, father o f Captain Jofeph Smith, which included as 
much ground as the former area o f the fo rt: the ditch which marked 
in  limits was then dug and freed with brick, and was fupplied with 
water by a communication with tire northern river, which at that 
time ran along the foot o f the ancient wait to the weft ; but on 
account o f the >. .pence-, nothing wa chen railed above the fur face, 
ami the naked ditch remained when Dulabourdonnflis came before 
the town, neither an obftrnftion nor an advantage to his attack. It 
was in the fame condition in 1756, when the new works were re- 
folved on ; and the plan o f Mr. Smith having been approved by Mr. 
Robins, the fortifications on this lidc were railed in conformity to 
that projection. T o  join the new rampart with tire old baftion to 
the s.w . and to gain the ground in the new area which was occu­
pied by the liver, its bed was filled up, beginning from the s. w, 
baftion, with earth dug from the edge of the riling ground o f the

black.
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black town to the north weft,which the excavation removed 40 yards 5759.
. farther from the works : but only two-thirds o f the bed of the river 7 v— J

under the old wall had been choaked up. The river flopped in its ' anuar
former channel, was directed in another, which environed the weft 
and part o f the fouth face o f the new works, walhing in fome 
places the foot o f the glacis, until it rejoined its former bed at the 
head o f the fpit o f fand. T h e  old wall o f the weftern fide ftill re­
mained as a retrenchment to capitulate on, in cafe the outward fhould 
be carried. T he new extention on this fide comprized three large 
baftions and their out-works. T h e fouthern of thefe three baftions 
communicated with the old baftion, which flood before on the s.w . 
angle, by the curtain raifed acrols the former chanel o f the river ; 
and this curtain encreated the fouth face o f the fort from 130 to 210 
yards. Ncverthelefs, the works on t.«s fide were much lefs dc- 
fenfible than thofe to the weft and north ; hut the furface of water 
ancf quagmire in the river before it, rendered this front inacceftible, 
excepting by the labours o f a much greater army, than the prefent 
attack. The ground on the north o f the fort gave the bofteger much 
more advantage than on the other tides ; and this face was therefore 
ftrengthened in proportion : the two former baftions and ran 
as improved and left by the French, were fuffered to remain, bin. 
the ditch and glacis which they had dug and railed, were, the one 
filled up, and the other removed further out, to admit better works.
In the front of the n . w . baftion was raifed another capable of mount­
ing 28 guns; each of the faces were 100 yards in length, and a 
battalion might be J-nvti up on its rampart, although a large 
vacancy was left in the borge, or back part, to increafe the in­
terval towards the former baihw behind, which this was intended 
to cover; it was Tiom its fuperior ftrength called the royal baftion.
A den i baftion corefponding with the royal was railed be tore tin. 
old n .k . baftion, that flood on the beach of ■ the lea, which however 
the demi baftion did not entirely envelop { vur its right band or call 
face extending in a line parallel to the lea, adjoined to the (houldi r 
angle o f the nothern face of the old baftion, leaving this lace free to fuc 
forward, but confiniu ? the extent of ground it commanded to the hum 
width as the fpace between the tall face or the demibafhon and the tea:

4
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1JS9’ t0 ^ie vveftwartl, the old baftion had two guns clear o£ the demi 
'— y — ' baftion, which fupplied the defence on this fide by four guns in the
janu..^. an(j y jn its northen face. T h e two new baftions commu­

ta te d  with each other by a broad faufiebray that palled along the 
foot of the old rampart and baftions; this faufiebray was defended 
by a ftout parapet feven feet high, which adjoined to the flanks of the 
new baftions. TL he ditch on tins front was dry, becaule the ground 
here was feven feet higher than the level o f  the canal which fupplied 
the ditches to the weft and fouth ; but a- Cuvette or trench feven feet 
deep and 25 feet broad was dug the w h' * length of the ditch, which 
before the faufiebray was 180 feet wide, and before the baftions, ninety. 
T h e covered wav o f this front, was broad and well pal li faded, and con­
tained between the two bafti 1)5 a large ravelin capable of 18 guns, 
9 in each of its faces. The glacis was excellent, and little was 
wanting to compleat the defences on this fide, excepting mines, 
which the want or urnc and bricklayers had not allowed. The 
weftern face 1W like wife its covered way paliftaded, and glacis, and 
contained three ravelins, o f which that in the middle was the largeft. 
T h e e xtern face extended along the beach o f the lea within twenty 
v .Us o f the furf, but Ihips could not approach near enough to batter 
it with any effedft ; and no guns could be brought to bear upon it by 
land. Before the lea gate, which ftands in the middle o f the cur­
tain, was a battery o f thirteen gu n s; fifty yards on the right o f this 
ba ttery was a platform of old Handing, with 14 guns to return falutes, 
which had hitherto been left without a parapet: the original curtain, 
although nothing more than a brick wall f>m fee t thick, had never 
been ftrengtheued ; but a trench fly iCet dix p, and 10 wide, had 
lately been dug before ir ; and -\ .inch with paiifadoes was intended 
to have been carried round the battery and the platform, but had not 
been executed at either. The only danger on this fide was from a 
Hidden afiault or finrprize, which could rarely come by boats landing 
unawares acrofis the furf; but always, and with cafe, b\ a body o f 
men palling on the edge o f it by either o f the baftions at the extre­
mities; to prevent which, a row oi anchors, backed by palifades, and 

. a trench
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., trench Were extended from the neck of each baftion quite into J 7 5 9 .
the furf. No buildings, excepting fheds, had been rafted m Me January>
new ground taken in to the weftward ; and in thole of _ the old, 
the bomb-proof lodgments were not fufficient for the fecunty of the

& Thefirft appearance of any work done by the enemy had been difcern- 
ed in the morning of the 18th of December, when Lally s i-egimem. 
had compleated a breaft-work clofe to the fea 580 yards from the 
covered w ay; it was fheltered by houfes on the right, but open m 
front to a direft fire from the north-eaft and demi baftions : from 
this breaftwork they continued a trench by two zig Mgs 180 >an * 
n-irer the fort, which brought the trench 40 yards upon the c •< .- 

Z  here they began a battery intended for many guns, which 
Uat , d from the beach, parallel to the fame tire as the breaft-work, 
extended ho right they raifed another tor hx mor-

* *  ^  “ '" h ; but r
a  ef tlie fort had retarded their work and prevented them
f  n l  any eml.ral-nrea hr the battery for the cannon, becaufc
from open g y  an(t a,Jothcr kmc,y of gw.*,
they had not enong M  the;r ,idc compleated ». the
whic-i t t lc fr^ ftreeton the , ifin ground to the weftward, winch eu-
opemng o •  ̂ ^  thc royai baftion, and the covered way mime ii ;

f  k " I rhk battery were two mortars imprudently fheltered by the
bCn nn ?  W ?  -h ich  had been demohlhed lor the 4unT ole.
T h e gamlon called this the Lorrain, and the other by the lea,

j s  :»»*,.» ......... .
difmounted two of the Lorrain guns, and obi ged 
“  other tour; but agaiult the mortars, rather her. «  at



x 759 t he- fire of the defences could have little effect, excepting by luck, fincc 
-v—-> they were concealed and defended, as ufual, by a high and ftrong 

pai'apet: this annoyance, therefore, continued until leven in the 
evening, during which time only 80 {hells had been thrown from 
both, all of which fell about the middle o f the inhabited part o f the 
fort, where flood the government houfe, againft which they teemed 
to have been aimed, and two went through the upper roof: much 
mifehief was alfo done to the adjoining buildings; but not a (ingle 
perfon was either killed or wounded by their fall or explofions, nor 
had any one buffered by the cannon (hot of the morning.

As foon as the night clofed, feveral of the principal European* 
women, with their children, were lent away in three mafloolah 
boats, to refide under the protection of the Dutch lettlement at Sa- 
drafs; they had not been gone two hours before intelligence was re­
ceived from Captain Prefton, that a French detachment had fur- 
prized the fort of Sadrafs, taken pofleflion o f the town, and made 
the garrifon and all the Dutch inhabitants prifoners; but it was too 
late to recall ♦ he Mafioolahs. Another letter from Prefton, which 
came in fhc morning, gave information o f an action which he had 
fuftamed the day before.

T h e tovvm of San Thome was become a poll: o f great confequence 
to the French army. T h e remains of an ancient ditch and bad 
ground round rnoft parts o f the town, with the river and the 
Englifh redoubt to the fouth, fecured it from furprize, unlefs at­
tempted by vcyv luperior numbers. T hey accordingly made the 
town the ftation of their boats, as well ~ die temporary repofitory 
o f  l lic ir convoys coming by land, a. had likewife eftablilhed in it 
one of the hofpitals of tJhu ir : but the jun&ion of Mahomed
Iflbof’s troops, with Prelton’s, rendered the maintenance of the 
tow n an ol juft o f much greater doubt and folicitude, than when it 
was onlv cypofed to (allies from the garrifon o f Fort St. George; 
and th r body .of French troops which had engaged Prefton and Ma­
le rned Jftoof at the mount on the 30th of December retreated im­
mediately iftor viie ad:on to San Thome. The day after the ac­
tion Prefton receh u! intelligcucf that the partizan, Lambert, was

advancing
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advancing from the fouth, with a large quantity of ftorcs and a firong 1750. 
efcort: on which he moved from the Mount, in order to intercept

5 . i * 1 0 *11 * i JS(iuiiiyw
them, and encamped at Trivambore, which is a village with a pa­
goda, fituated two miles to the fouth of San Thome, and one from 
the fea there. Fie was followed by the troops of Mahomed Illoof; 
it having been agreed, in order to prevent jealoufies as well as 
confulion, that the two commands fhould move and encamp in lo  
parate bodies. The troops of Mahomed Ifloof eonfifted of 3500 foot,
500 horfe, with three bad field-pieces; they encamped to the north 
of the village, and extended almoit to the fea, with their front to­
wards San Thome. Captain P reft on, with his divifion, which con­
fided of 600 Seooys, with 80 Europeans, and two brafi three- 
pounders, pitched their tents to the ioufh, looking out for Lambert 
towards Sadrafs. Mr. Laily, apprehendve that they intended to 
attack San Thome, encreafe-d the European infantry there to 500 
rank and file, and the European horfe to 150. Mr. Soupire command­
ed, and leaving all the black troops, whether horfe or Sepoys, marched 
at three in the morning with the Europeans only, who were 650 boric 
and foot, and without field-pieces. H alf an hour before day they fill 
on the camp of Mahomed Ifloof, which had gained no warning of li fin- 
approach. The furprize and confufion was lb great, that Mahomed 
Jflbof himfelf Leaped at the back of his tent, and hi ; t» ops if d 
every way under the enemy’s fire, which lallcd fifteen minutes w b!r- 
out interruption ; during which Prefton turned out his line, and lent 
forward his piquets to difeover, who returned without perceiving 
any iigns of troops to ih ' fouth ; at the lame time the crowd of fu­
gitives fhewed that the enemj .ere in pofleflion of Mahomed Ifloof s 
camp, and Preftoh, judging that fi- order rnuft have been much 
broken by the onict, the a£tion, the darknels, and the uiteri tiptions 
fpread over the ground, immediately relolved to attack then; ; and 
marching with his whole divilion at the back ot the village to the 
weftward, came on the flank ot Mahomed Ifloof s camp, almoit as 
foon as his approach was dileovered; where the french troops, 
thinking they had routed all their enemies, were collecting the ph n- 
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i"59  ^er 5 nor cou^  fhe officers recall them to any order, before the fire 
j  ^~y oi P refton’s divifion, led by his two field-pieces loaded with grape, 

(coured through the camp, and his mulketry was augmented by the 
return of the bell: o f Mahomed Iffooff’s Sepoys. Neverthelefs, 
fome of the enemy in different parties endeavoured to rally ; but, hav­
ing no ffrong or colledted fire to return, they fell, the more they ven­
tured to make refiftance, and all at length broke in confufion; but 
when at fome diftance the officers prevailed on them to flop, and 
tliey marched off in order. They had got pofleffion of the two field- 
pieces, of Mahomed Iflbof s divifion, but did not tarry to draw them, 
off Thirty-fix of their Europeans were counted dead ; of whom, 
one was a captain, and another a lieutenant. O f  the Engliffi troops 
in both actions two Europeans were killed and fix wrounded ; of the 
Sepoys 60, and 121 ; but only three of the black cavalry, and 
five horfes were killed. On a review at three o’clock in the 
afternoon, only 700 of Mahomed Iffoof’s Sepoys were numbered; 
all the reft of liis troops,' cavalry, colleries, and fepoys, on a fuppo- 
fition that P, elton’s divifion had been as eafily routed as themfelves, 
fled acrofs the country, nor thought themfelves fafe before they 
got under the guns of Chinglapett, and according to their example 
the market-people ran away with their bullocks and provifions, o f 
which there was not fufficient for one meal left in the camp ; and 
this want obliged the troops which remained to march away the fame 
evening with the appearance o f defeat as far as Vendaloor, in order 
to meet a fupplv from Chinglapett.

The fnperiorfirc of the fort in the rnorfo b determined the enemy 
to wait until they could renew the . ‘ .uck with lefs difproportion,
On the 4th a fmall (loop laden • hh (lores and ammunition worked 
through the road and anchored near the Harlem, and maffoolas had 
every day palled between St. Thome and the black rtown. At day­
break on the 6th, a volley o f fix mortars were thrown from L ally ’s 
battery, as a fignal o f preparation, and they were the firff, either (hot 
or (hell, which the enemy had fired fince their mortars ceafed on the 
evening of the 2d, although the fort had conftantly fired both to in­
terrupt their work. At fun-rife ^hey commenced a regular canno­

nade
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nade and bombardment, which confifted of (even guns and fix large 1 759‘ 
mortars from Lally’s, and feven guns, with .a howitz, from the jd^u'vv, 
Lorrain battery, with the two mortars in this quarter, which, how­
ever, fired but feldom. Although the Lorrain battery fired only from 
feven embrafures, it had been augmented to ten, o f which the ad­
ditional four were in a return, or extending from an angle to the right 
o f the other fix, and bore upon Pigot’s, the next baftion on the weft 
front to the left o f the royal. T he enemy’ s fire, both of mot 
and fhells, was directed more again ft the buildings than ag.fi oft 
the works. T he fort returned on L ally ’s battery x i guns from the 
old north-eaft baftion, the north ravelin, and the royal baftion.
Againft the Lorrain battery, likewiie, eleven guns, four from the 
royal baftion, two from the north-weft curtain near Pigot’s baftion, 
and three from the center ravelin called St. George’s on the w e ft: 
but more guns bore upon the batteries, i f  it had been neceffary to 
ufe them.

T h e enemy’ s mortars continued through the night, and were re­
joined in the morning by the cannon o f the preceding day, and two 
more, from a battery intended for four, which was railed on the ef- 
planade, adjoining to the wcft-fide o f the burying-ground, about 
400 yards to the weft o f L ally ’s battery, and almoft in the perpen­
dicular o f the N. w. or falient angle o f the royal baftion, from 
which it was diftant 450 yards. T he two guns, now opened in the 
burying ground, bore upon the weft face of the north ravelin and on 
the weft flank of the old n . e . baftion. The' enemy’s cannon ftill 
continuing to point bifrh, did little damage to the works,' but the 
buildings, much damaged before, fuffered greatly by the fall o f 
their fhells. A t the twilight o f the next day, the 8th o f the 
month, the three mafibolas which m d been lent with the Lng- 
lifh women to Sadrafs, landed at the fort. The French being in 
pofieflion o f Sadrafs had feized thefe boats, laden them with 50 
barrels of gunpowder, and feveral other military ftores, and fent 
them with the fame boatmen guarded by a French foldier in 
each, to their own army in the b ack town. A t four in the morn­
ing when oppofite to the fort, eac h of the foldiers had fallen fall 
afleep, on which the boatmen con ert^d in their own language with
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1750. the certainty of not being underflood, although overheard; and hav- 
'f7TvT  *nS fhft Poured water into the firelocks, overpowered and hound the 

foldiers, and then landed the boats at the fea gate. This uncommon 
fnftance of fidelity and fpirit in men, who are deemed a mean and 
outcafl race, was rewarded and encouraged by paying them imme­
diately the full value of the gunpowder and flores.

T he enemy’s mortars renewed at midnight, and at day-break their 
cannon, with two pieces more, mounted in the battery at the bury­
ing ground. In the afternoon they fet fire to a warehoufe near the s. e . 
ballion, full o f faltpetre and brimllone, which could not be extin- 
guifhed for feveral hours ; during which the enemy plied the fpot, 
where the black column of fmokc arofe, with fhells and plunging 
fhot, which did no damage. Lieutenant Brooke, a diligent officer 
in the artillery, was killed by a cannon ball in the demi-baflion. 
T h e enemy’s fhip Diligent, reladen with artillery and all kind of 
flores, anchored in the morning off the black town, having been 30 
days in working along the coafl from Alatnparva, although the 
ftreiyht diit nice is not 60 miles.

The lame tire, but more frequent on both fides, continued on the 
91 h, *■ ';... enemy’s mortars ftill againfl the buildings; buttheir cannon, 
v.' Inch in the two preceding day shad only filenced two guns, in.-this dis­
abled or dif mounted five, and two mortars. In the night, befides the 
ufual repairs, five embrafures were cut through the glacis of the fa- 
lient angle before the demi-baflion, pointing obliquely againfl L ally’s 
battery, and gyms were mounted in them ; but Lally’ s, neverthelefs, 
difmounted two guns on the demi-baflion tie ■ next day; and on the 
1 ith  all the five towardf the- land c ” •'he old n . e . baflion wrere dif- 
aMed bv this and the Lorrain batte-q. Early this morning the enemy 
'likewile opened two more guns in a ricochet battery intended for four, 
which they had railed near the Englifh hofpital, on the riling ground 
fronting the center ravelin on the weft fide of the fort, againfl which, 
however, it was net intended to fire, but to enfilade the royal baflion; 
It likewife bore upon part of the north-weft curtain towards Pigot's. 
'Notwithllanding this battery floe d at a much greater diftance from 
fthe fort, than any of the ether thr.-e, it  was more expofed than either

c f
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of them to a Tally ; for none of their guns had embrafures, but fired, - 759. 
.plunging over the parapet, and the guard might be beaten up, and the 
guns fpiked, before fuccour could arrive from the neareft of the 
enemy’s quarters : aware of this they had carried on a trench, from 
the end of the ftreet through which Draper had marched, to the foot 
of the bridge, which crofl'ed the ground fronting the battery, and 
a picquet guard was conftantly kept in the trench, i - ady to give 
the alarm. They had llkewife began a breaft-work at the bar of 
the Triplicane river to the fouth, in. order to annoy the black people 

n̂d cattle which were flickered on the fpit ot find at the loot of 
the glacis on this fide ; and as many inconveniences would enfiie 
from their difperfion, it was refolved to drive rhe enemy from the

.bread-work.
Accordingly a detachment of 200 Europeans, of which half were 

grenadiers, and 400 Sepoys, marched undsr the command of Major 
B rereton between four and five in the morning, whilft it was frill 
dark: when arrived at the bar thev received a fire from fome Se- 
novs ported behind the unfmifhed parapet, which killed one and 

wounded two of the grenadiers ; but, as the Sepoys immediately tin- 
appeared the fire was not returned, and the detachment proceeded 
through the coco-nut groves to the left, without meeting any other 
oppofition, until they came into the lane which leads into the St.
Thome road, along the garden wall of the governor’s houfe, when 
a trooper, fent forward, difeovered a party of the enemy drawn up 
at the end of the lane, with a field-piece. On this intelligence the 
advanced guard of grenadiers marched up brilkly, fired, and pufh- 
Ing on received the difehatg* rf- the gun loaded with grape, as well 
as the* mufltetry that fupported it, by which five at them were 
wounded, and lieutenant Robfon mo Wally : the rert, neveithT i.%
fieized the gun before the enemy had time to fire it again, who took 
flhelter m a houfe and garden on their right:, f.om whence theit tire 
killed three Sepoys and wounded two, with an European, he to re they 
were diflodged. I t  was yet fiercely twilight, and as the grenadiers- 
were drawing off the gun, Jemaul' Saheh, the commandant of the Se­
poys who had been prying in the 5k T.hW  diicoveredanothei 
-  - ’ gua

■
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1759. gun a little below the garden-houfe, and appearing jealous o f the 

j ~~J honour, was permitted to feize and bring it cff with a party of Se- 
■ anUary' poys only, which they effected without receiving any return to their 

fir ft fire. The detachment marched back the fame way they had 
come, and arrived in the fort at fun-rife with the two guns, and five 
European prifoners, one of whom was an officer feverely wounded. 
Previous to this, two other, but flight Tallies had been made-; the 
one to the n . w . bridge, which fired into the enemy’s trench before 
the hofpital battery ; the other, to difturb the workmen in the zig­
zags to the northward ; this party advanced to the head of the work, 
killed a centinel, and brought away two or three mutkets, without 

”• anylofs. The enemy’s mortars flackened this day, but the fire o f their 
cannon continued with as much vivacity as before, and difabled four 
guns, which as ufual were replaced before the next morning.

By this time it was evident that the enemy intended to direct the 
ftrefs o f their attack againft: the two northern baftions, which dic­
tated the neceffity o f fecufing them with additional defences: ac­
cordingly a palifade was begun in the ditch on the hither fide o f the 
cuvette, to extend quite round the demibaftion; a blind, or ram­
part of earth, at 20 yards diftmee, in the ditch before the n . e . 
baftion ; and a falcine battery o f fix guns, on the ftrand between 
the eaft curtain and the fea, a little in the rear of the fhoulder angle 
o f this baftion. Early the next morning, which was the 13th, a fhell 
from the fort fet fire to fome huts behind Lally’s battery, which 
fpreading, caught a magazine, and blew it up, with a number o f 
loaded bombs : no fire parted this day either from or againft the 
N. e . or demi baftions ; and no gun was difmounted in any part of 
the fort; but the enemy doubled the number o f their workmen in 
the zig zag, who were interrupted as much as poflible by what fire 
bore upon them from the royal baftion, the north ravelin, and the 
embralures o f the falient angle before the demi-baftion ; in the night 
the enemy fired with a field-piece loaded with grape, from the head 
o f their works, on a fnaall party ported near this angle, under the co­
ver o f a boat, and wounded thro o f them, on which the reft ip- 
tired into the covered way.

2 %  t * Ini a r  ,
.



'- 'Iferthe morning of the 14th, the enemy opened a battery of three . 759.
mortars between Lally’s and the burying-ground, but in tire rear of 
both, and concealed by the houfes between them, from the light of 
the fort : their fire this day difabled a mortar and two guns : during 
the night a conftant fire of mulketry from the covered way, and of 
cannon and mortare from the works of the north front, was kept 
lip againft the enemy’s approaches, and retarded their progrefs. On. 
the 15th, they had 10 guns mounted in Lally’s, and kept up 
through the day a fire from 21, befides their 11. mortars a.-, before:; 
but Lally’s guns did all the milchief to the works, dilmounting two 
guns in the Demi, and two in the north-eaft baffion, and their fhot, 
which flew over, took in flank the three other batteries toward-, the 
fca, and difmounted two guns on the fea-gate battery, two on the 
faluting battery, and one on the s.E. or St. Thome baftion, in all 
eleven : the fire on the trenches continued through the night, from 
which the enemy, neverthelefs, detached a picquet, which drove in 
the party polled on the falient angle of the glacis.

T h e enemy’s cannonade continued on the 16th, with the addi­
tion of two guns on Lally’s battery, which now fired with 12, all 
24 or 18 pounders, to which the fort could only oppofe the direct 
fire of fix of equal weight, which were from the north-eaft and demi 
baftions; for the guns in the falient angle of the glacis, and in the 
fafeine battery on the ground below, were of inferior calibres; and as it 
was conftantly neceflary to employ many men in reinftating the da­
mages of the demi-baftion, a traverfe was railed to prefervethe guns in 
its flank from the infilading fire of Lally’s; and whilft this and other 
work was doing, the three embrafures of its lace to the right, which 
were open to the fhot of Lally's, were kept clofed until the next day ; 
fo that no guns in this baftion were citW  fired againft, or difmount- 
ed by that battery; which having the more to ufe againft: the other 
works difabled one on the north-eaft, and obliged the garrifon to with­
draw the 5we guns in the falient angle of the glacis; and as tire trenches 
were now advanced within 50 yards, thefe embrafures were filled up, 

earth leveled again to the general (lope of the glacis,.
At 11 at night a fally was made fro n St. tijjrge’s or the weft ravelm

* to
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' '  *v59- to fire into the trench extending before the hofpital battery; but 

j7nua-"v the guard there taking the alarm in time, 50 men advanced acrofs- 
' * the bridge leading to it, and after a fire given and returned, drove the 

party back into the covered way. Another fally of 12 Europeans- 
was made at one in the morning, under the command of enfign 
Barnes, agairift the head of the enemy’s trenches, into which they 
gave their fire, and finding only five or fix men in it, advanced, until 
a relief of 40 or co came up from the rear, who drove them bacvt, and 
before they regained the covered way, enfign Barnes, with two o f 
the foldiers, were killed. Before and after this fally, a conhant fire, 
as in the preceding nights, was kept up until morning on the enemy’s 
workmen ; who, notwithftanding thefie interruptions, advanced the 
ftp above 20 yards.

Even the garrifon acknowledged the activity o f the enemy’s pro- 
grefs, and frequent letters had been difpatched, enjoining Captain 
Prefton and Mahomed lllbof to approach, and interrupt their opera­
tions ; but thefe officers were no longer matters o f their own. Re­
treating after the action at Trivambore, they arrived at Vendaloor 
on the 3d, where they found feme provifions. Frefton’s divifion was 
unimpaired; o f Mahomed IflboPs, molt o f the Tritchinopoly Se­
poys, and x co of the new-levied horfe, had rejoined the reft o f thofe 
who had fled to Chinglapet, who were the 1500 Colleries and 500 
horfe lent by Tondiman, the coo horfe fromTanjore, and the fame 
number of his own levies; and all thefe troops refufed to march 
hack from Chinglnpett to Vendslore. The kind o f warfare for which 
they were intend d, and only fit, rendered their deiertion in the 
prefent conjuncture of too much confequence to be negleCted : and 
after feveral ineffectual mcffiigcs, the two commanders marched on 
the 6th from Veridalore, and joined them at Chinglapett. On expof- 
tidation, the cavalry in general, pleaded with much complaint, the 
lots, although owing to their own cowardice, o f tneir baggage and 
e fleets at Trivambore, and little lels than declared, that they had not 
engaged in the lervice, with the expectation of expoling their hoifes 
again-!i Europeans, but were wilding to act in their ufual modes; 
w l^ h  Prefton rightly iuip. ro lle d  plunder; and to gratify their

wifhes*
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wifhes, con fen ted to march with them into the French ailinGs 17 9̂. 
around Conjeveram, in which they continued feveral days employed G y  77;' 
in plunder and ravage; and no Ihelter grounds prote<fte.l tire cattle 
from the fearch o f the colleries. On the 13th, Prefton thinking 
they had been fufficiently indulged with booty, began his march 
bach from Conjeveram, intending to come again in light o f Madrals; 
but on the firft halt, all the troops which he had endeavoured with 
fo much complacence to conciliate, colleries as well as cavalry, 
left him and crofted the Paliar. This lecond defertion left no doubt 
o f their inutility, and Prefton refolved not to aft with them any 
longer, even if  they fhould return o f their own accord; but as the 
horfe o f Rajahfaheb, who were 800, and the European cavalry o f the 
French army, rendered it impoflible for the infantry o f both the 
Englifh commands, although many, if  unfupported by horfe, to con­
tinue near enough to harrafs the enemy’s camp, without more rilque 
to themfelves, Prefton refolved to march toArcot, in order to collect 
a body o f better cavalry, o f which he heard fcveral parties were wait­
ing ready to take fervice on the weftern confines o f the province.
Mr. Pigot received intelligence o f this motion and its motives 011 the 
16th o f the month, but concealed it, as eVery Other which might 
dilpirif the garrifon.

T h e enemy’s fire, continuing the fame on the 17th as the day be­
fore, difmounted three guns and a mortar. Ever lince the 
ninth o f the month, two fliips had been feen off St. Thom e, 
which had every day weighed anchor, endeavouring to get 
to the northward, but were conftantly ftemmed by the cur­
rent from gaining ground: out this evening they palled the
road, and joined the three other v lfe ls  oft fbe black town.
T h ey were the Expedition, laden with artilley and ftorts, which had 
left Pondicherry on the 12th o f December ; and the llriftol ot 30 
guns, manned with Europeans, which had lately arrived there from 
Peftia, anr* was immediately laden with Ihot and Jhclls for the

'~ -xi r ' (
On the morning o f the 18th the erem y had compleated three

more embrafures in T ally ’s battery t ic joining the former on the 
Y o l .I L  H . t h  left,
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\r59. left, reached almoft to the furf, and being a little turned to the 
. s.w . bore upon the north ravelin, which before night was much im­

paired by them. Neverthelefs, the general fire from the north was 
diminifhed, for thefe new embralures in Lally’s were fupplied with 
three guns from other embrafures of the fame battery; and the 
four in the Lorrain, which bore upon the royal baftion, ceafed en­
tirely, and their embrafures were filled up ; but L ally ’s ar.d the 
burying-ground difabled two guns in the demi baftion, Uvo in the 
north ravelin, a mortar in the royal, and rendered the three northern 
embrafures o f the n . e . baftion unfit for fervice. A  party of the 
enemy had been employed through the day in raifing a breaftwork 
at a little diftance to the left behind their former nod: at the bar, and 
began to fire from it at dufk with two field-pieces in barbet againft 
film a Sepoys ported on the fpit o f fand : their mortars continued firing, 
vehemently through the day and night, but, as from the beginning 
o f the bombardment, rtill againft the infide o f the fort. Every day 
one, two, or three of the garrifon, and fometimes more, had dif­
fered by the fire; but on this day five Europeans and three Sepoys 
were killed, and five o f each wounded. Notwithftanding a con- 
ftant fire o f cannon and fmall arms, wherefoever probable, through 
the night, the enemy advanced their zig-zag acrofs the foot o f the 
falient angle o f the glacis, inclining a little to the left towards 
the fu r f; and being fo near, the governor iflued inftru&ions to 
the officers o f the different ports, how to conduct themfelves 
and dilpofe their parties in cafe they fhould afiault the out­
works.

T h e  next day, which was the 19th, the enemy changed their two 
field-pieces to the foutli for two eighteen-pounders, from w hich the? 
fired fhot into the fo rt: in the forenoon their mufketry in the advanced' 
or fecond crochet had fired fmartly upon the north ravelin and the 
covered way ; their mortars continued median tly through me day, 
ami let lire to three buildings in different parts o f the fc ft at once 
but ceafid in the night: during which they only produced t i ' . z ' t  
zig-zag obliquely from the ridge of the glacis to the watermark of the 
lea, which was not more that * 5 yards. T he next day, which was

the
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the 20th, they fifed none of the four guns on Daily’s battery, which i ^59. 
bore on the north-eaft baftion ; but continued with the ftven bearing >—y—
on the demi baftion, and the three on the north ravelin, although a‘‘d" ’ 
more fparingly than ufual, but thole in the burying-ground bat­
tery with more vivacity : a platform on the demi baftion, and a 
martar on the north ravelin were ruined by fhells : five Europeans 
were rilled ; and feven, with three Sepoys, wounded. During the 
night, they threw few fhot or fhells, and made but little adv ance in 
their approaches, but enlarged their fecond crochet, and worked hard 
in ereCting a battery, which projected from it along their laft or 
third zig-zag leading to the crochet which terminated this zig­
zag on the glacis. T w o fmali fallies were made upon the trenches 
during the night, in both of which only one European was 
killed.

O n the 2 1 ft the enemy’s batteries remained almoft filent, but the 
mulketry in their trenches fired brilkly on all they faw moving. At 
five in the evening, a ferjeant and ten men went out by a lally port in 
the eaft curtain, and an officer with 20 by the barrier in the north- • 
eaft angle of the covered way, who were followed by 40 pioneers 
with their captain : the loldiers advanced to the fecond crochet, 
which was only 30 yards from the foot o f the glacis; out of which 
their firft fire drove all the troops, who were moftly Sepoys : after 
which they maintained the crochet for 10 minutes before the guard 
o f the trenches arrived ; and during this time the pioneers worked 
hard in deftroying the gabions, and what other materials were col­
lected for the conftruCtion of the intended battery : the Tally was pre­
ceded and followed by a fire of mortars, cannon, and fmali arms from 
the fort, upon all whom the alarm brought within fight and reach; 
and it was l'uppofed with much effect: two ferjeants were killed, 
and five o f the pioneers wounded ; in the fort one European and 
one Sepoy were killed, and a ten-inch mortar difabled. In the night 
the enem\ worked hard in thickening the crochet out of which 

„ - had oeen driven, compleated their third zig-zag, which ex­
tended 100 yards beyond it, moftly on the glacis, but inclining to 
the left of the falient angle ; and nor only began, but finifhed their

H  h n 2 third
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175. . third crochet, which extended to the right from the head of this 
r— -— ’ zig-zag acrofs the ridge of the glacis : they threw few mortars during 

' ' the night, but moftly into the works ; their cannon flackened like- 
wife the enfuing day, which was the 2ad, and efpecially from L ally ’s 
battery, in which mod o f the embrafures were blinded ; never- 
thelefs, the few employed were very effectual, fei* the .repeatedr x -  
pairs, which had been made in the clemi and nortL-eaft baftion^'ren­
dered .the fubftituted merlons fo weak that they ctv.mhkd' co every 
{hot : a twelve-pounder was difabkd on the north ravelin by a {hell, 
three Europeans and a Sepoy were killed, and feven with nine Sepoys 
wounded. In the night the enemy pufhed on the fap o f the fourth 
zig-zag 20 yards beyond their third crochet, and having made a 
fmall return or {houlder to the left, continued it from hence quite 
up to the fidient angle o f the covered way, and fixed fome gabions 
on the creft of the glacis on the right hand of this angle: the eontfefi: 
was now brought very near the walls, and was difputed without 
intermifiion : the whole progrefs o f the fourth zig-zag w'as expofed 

■ to the fire o f the flockade o f palmyra trees which the garrifon had 
planted acrofs the eafh fide o f the glacis to the furf, and from this 
llockade the guard kept up a confhnt fire of mulketry on the enemy’s 
workmen, as did another guard from the falient angle o f the glacis ; 
and parties o f grenadiers were lent out every hour along the beach 
beyond the flockade to fire upon the third crochet, and all the fap 
advanced beyond i t : cannon, mortars, and mulketry, were like wife 
fired throughout the night from every part that bore upon their work; 
but could not flop it, for the enemy had encreafed the number both o f 
their workmen and guards; they like-wife finifhed their battery at the 
end o f their third zig-zag, which fhouldered on their fecond crochet, 
and opened it the next morning, which was the 23d, with four 
g u n s: but it was fo ill conflruded, that only one o f the guns could 
be brought to bear upon the north ravelin, which it was in­
tended to batter. The Lorrain battery remained doled, but the 
Jiofpitaf, the burying-grpund, and L a lly ’s, with the ir0 Kkb, 
before, continued a flackening fire, the cannon only in the day, but 
the mortars through the night ike wile. T he ammunition o f both

began
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began to wax fcant, and they were waiting for more which had 1759. '
been embarked on the 14th in a brigantine from Pondicherry. How-  ̂ ~v ‘J , January.
ever, their fire diiabled a twenty-four-pouiider on the royal baftion, 
and compleated the ruin of all the embrafures on the right face of 
the ravelin ; in which a fhot from Lady’s penetrated quite through 
L.hq merlon: in the night, the en my attempted to puih their gabions 
clofe to the covered way of the N. E. falient angle, from whence 
pioneers .rcr^Jwt to overlet them, who rolled l'ome into the lea, 
and pulled others into the covered way ; this conteft was maintained 
at repetitions for three or four hours, and fupported by the hotted: fire 
o f muiketry, and of grape fhot from the north-ead badion, and the 
fafcine battery on the beach : feventy difcharges were made out of one 
of the guns: five Europeans were killed and ten wounded in the 
night and day, mod of whom buffered in thefe attacks: one Sepoy 
was likewife killed, and fix wounded : on the 24th, a twenty-four 
pounder was diiabled on the north-ead badion, of which the works 
had fcarcely received in the night a repair adequate to the detriment 
of the preceding day : but fix of the embrafures in the north-ravelin 
were redored ; the other three dill remained unfit for fen ice.

At feven in the evening, a party of the enemy confiding, of 50 
men, who had waited for the dark, advanced from the neared 
crochet to the dockade, from which the guard, which confided only 
o f 12 men, ran away to the blind before the n . e . badion ; they were 
immediately bent back with the addition of a more rebolute ferjeant 

. and ten grenadiers; but were fcarcely returned, when this /  rjeam 
was fhot dead, through the dockade; on which the party flopped, 
waiting for directions ; and the officer commanding at the blind 
recalled them ; after which it was thought imprudent to make .mo­
ther attempt to recover the dockade, although capable of giving 
much annoyance to the enemy’s wmk.

A t right, a med'enger from Tritchihopoly brought a letter 
"from Captain Jofeph Smith with intelligence he had received 

A .gengo. The Prefidency ten days before had received nd\it\\s 
.from Mr. Pococke, that the fqUadron had arrived on the loth ot 
.December,at Bombay, where he,found fix of the cortipmvy s fifq s
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1759 auc* two ° f  the line, with 6oo men of Draper’s regiment on board ;

which were arrived there a few days before, having: palled the Cape 
o f Good Hope too late in the feafon to gain the coaft o f Coromandel; 
the letter from Captain Smith gave intelligence that the Company’s 
Ihips with all the troops on board had failed under the convoy of two 
frigates from Bombay on the 31ft : and the fpies Which came in fpwff 
the enemy’s camp reported that this news was like,wife known Kiere, 
and had determined Mr. L ally  to make a general UJ1 die fort
this very n ig h t; on which the whole garrifon and all the inhabi­
tants were ftationed and remained under arms at their respective polls 
until the morning.

The fire o f the cannon, mulketry, and mortars, from the fort, al­
though maintained conftantly tlfroughout the "bight, did not prevent 
the enemy from advancing their fap along the glacis on the ealf face 
o f the covered way as far as the left o f the llockade, and they made a 
return on the right to the crcft o f the glacis; but had not time to 
extend the fap to the left along the front o f the llockade towards the 
furf, nor even to complcat a proper lodgement in the return, the want 
o f which.left their workmen expofed to the fire o f the covered way ; 
but on the other fide o f the falient angle they had raifed gabions, and 
made conliderable progrefs in a retrenchment intended for a battery.

T h e night palled without any alarms o f the fuppofed alfault; and 
the enfuing day, which was the 25th, continued with the ufual 
fire o f cannon and mortars until two in the afternoon, when a lally 
was made by the guard at the blind, and the fame number o f 
grenadiers, in all forty foldiers with arms, who covered twenty 
pioneers with tools. Juft before the blind, on the enft face o f the 
covered way, parallel to the lame face o f the demi baftion, was a 
palfage cut in the glacis towards the fu rf; through which the party 
palled, and then proceeding along the furf, round the right o f the 
ftockade, came in flank of the head o f the enemy’s fap, from which 
their firft fire drove all their guards and workmen, whe retreated 
to their retrenchment at the falient angle waiting for i Uv.c" - 
din ing which the Englifh foldiers maintained their ground, and the 
pioneers overfet the gabions, fome into the fea, others into the

covered
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covered way, and deftroyed whatfoever implements they found : tin's 1759 
attack lafted ’20 minutes, by which time the enemy had gathered, 
and were advanJng bi much fuperior numbers, from the retrench­
ment ; upon whirl1 die party was recalled, and retreated, giving 
and receiving fire. A  ferjeant with three grenadiers were killed ; fix 
Q tf^ s 0f  the fold°r3J with captain Black, who commanded the 
fally, and lieutenant Fitzpatrick, were wounded. T lie  enemy’s 
artillery uui on the royal and demi baflions ; their mortars
falling on the works wounded many more than ufual. T h e total lofs, 
including that in the Tallies, was eight Europeans and three Sepoys 
killed, and 17 Europeans with 13 Sepoys wounded.

T he enemy’s fap being advanced to the eaft flank o f the covered, 
way threatened immediate danger by fur prize on the eaft face of the 
fort, to which the fea-gate gave the faireft opening; for the em- 
brafures in the north flank o f the battery before it had been ruined 
by the enemy'*s fhot which had miffed or flown over the n . e . baftion 
and fafeine battery; and the gateway itfelf was a fpacious arch fhut 
occafionally with folding doors ; fo that, fliould the enemy ever make 
a general affault on the ruined works to the north, a party font at 
the fame time along the furf, or even in boats, might force their 
way through the gate with p eta rd sa n d  this party might pafs with­
out much interruption ; for the fafeine battery which barricaded the 
beach was nearly demolifhed..' T he whole o f the working party 
of the night was therefore allotted to remedy thefe defe&s, and be­
fore morning they repaired the fafeine battery, reftored the embrasures 
o f the battery before the fea-gate, bricked up the arch o f the gate­
way, and opened a fmall gate on the left hand, which had been 
doled. I11 the fucceeding nights the. workmen began and continued 
the intended ditch w ithvpal1ifadc°« round the lea-gate battery, which 
had hitherto been deferred for fervicts of more immediate neceftity.
T h e enemy employed the night with equal diligence, and pufhed 
thejap of their retrenchment from the falient angle 70 yards along 
*1v. face of the covered way, â id widened the work in an.
excavation fufficient to contain cannon and a large detachment
o f troops : this work, with what was done the night before on 
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J 759- the other fide, entirely embraced the fallent angle o f the covered 
— ■— ' May.la.nistry.

T h e following day, which was the 26th, the cnerny £recj mofl. 
o f  their (hot into the town ; and mod of their (hel}s> as jn t]ie pre. 
ceding night, into the works o f the north front, by vv hich a twenty- 
tour pounder was difmounted on the n . e . baftioi ancj tjle Cafundus 
from the evening to the evening were five Seapoji ail(] one Enfdpean 
killed, and ri wounded, o f whom were the lieutV.,. ,vvs-r^ig, and 
Little who loll his left arm. In the fucceeding night the enemy 
widened and railed their work on the creft of the glacis, notwith- 
llanding the conftant fire o f the defences ; and no guards could any 
longer be kept at the Calient angle they had inverted, but centries 
were advanced every quarter o f an hour froifr the blind before the 
n . e . baftion, to obferve whether they were, beginning any new 
works, but difeovered none. In the 24 hours to the evening o f the 
27th, no damage was done to any o f the artillery, but five Europeans 
were killed and five wounded, and one with five Sepoys. The. 
enemy’s workmen remained very Client in their trenches through 
the night.

Three hundred Sepoys were intended to fally before day-break on 
the 28th, in order to furprize the enemy’s battery o f two guns to the 
(buth of the bar: but marching too late were difeerned, and re­
ceived the fire o f the battery before they had eroded the bar, on which 
they were immediately recalled into the fort. In the morning the 
enemy began to fire again from the battery near their fecond 
crochet, which had remained lilent ever lince they opened it inef- 
fef/tually on the 23d, and during this interval they had endeavoured 
to reTily the erroneous con f  ruff ion of the embrafures, which were 
intended againft the right face o f -math ravelin : they had like- 
wife brought up two ten-inch mortars to *his battdry, with which, 
and three guns, they commenced their fire ; but one o f the guns 
failed at nine o’clock, and another at ten ; in the afternoon another, 
which they were trying in the 4th embrafure, was difabled by .. fool 
from the fo rt; after w hich, the cannonade from this battery ceafed 
entirely, but the mortars continued. A t noon a party with many 
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yoke o f oxen affembled at the bar, in order to draw off the two 1759-
guns there ; but the firing o f the fort foon made them remove the |
cattle out o f reach. T h e cafualties from th e ' preceding night to J 
the evening of this day were one European and one Lafcar killed, 
with ten European sand nine Sepoys wounded.

fDuring the nig it the enemy drew off one of the guns at the bar; 
their workmen ca ried on a mining lap from the left of the palmyra 
ftockade acrofi. uie glacis, and on a level'lower than the covered
way, intending to pafs under this likewife in order to open the
counterfcarp o f the ditch : they executed this work with fo much 
filence, that the garrifon had no lufpicion of it until two the next after­
noon, when the lap was advanced as far as the lcarp, or brick facing 
o f the glacis, and being carried too high, the earth o f the covered 
-way with the facing fell in, and dilcovered them ; home grenadiers 
were immediately fent to fire and throw granades into the hole, 
which obliged the miners to flop, but they renewed their lap lower.
Their mortars continued during thefe 24 hours againft the works.
A  nine-pounder was dilabled on the n . w . ravelin by the fire from 
the hofpital ; and the embrafures o f Pigot’s baftion, and o f L aw ­
rence’s, the next on the left, were much damaged by {hells and 
ftray (hot; for both thefe works were out of the front attack, nor • 
was there a fingle gun which bore direftly upon them ; for the enemy 
had for fome days ceafed the 4 they opened on the 7th o f the month 
in this direction, which adjoined to the left fhpulder o f the LoiH'ain 
battery. T h e cafualties from the evening to the evening were two 
Europeans and three Sepoys killed, and two and one wounded. I11 
the enfuing night the enemy threw many {hells into the town, and 
continued hard at work both in their jovered fap and in railing a 
battery on the creft o f the giacE, but with lo much filence, that 
the garrifon could not Jffcover w hit they were doing: the working 
party of the fort were employed in reftoring the right face o f the 
north ravelin, and the fame fide o f the caponiere leading to it acfofs 
the ditch.

In the interval fince the defertioti o f the black troops at Conje- 
veram, feveral letters and other notices had been received from Cap- 
. V o l . II. I i i tain
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i j  yj. tain Prefton and Mahomed Ifloof. Purfuing their intention o f en-
v— v— * lifting a body of better cavalry, they arrived on the 12th at Lalla- 
Jaiuiai' . pet a town of great refort, io  miles to the n . w. o f Arcot, where 

their invitations loon collefted 500 Moorilh horfe, and 600 Morattoes. 
T h e Nabob’s brother, Abdulwahab Cawn, was at this time refiding 
with their mother at Chitore, and being urged by her reprefentatoers 
to fome compun&ion for the diftrefs of the Nabobs affairs, he/pro- 
fered his affiftance; on which Mahomed Ifloof, with r. hmatle fcort, 
went to Chitore, and in a few days returned, accompanied by Ab- 
dulwahab with 1000 horfe, and more foot, being the troops he had 
kept in pay fince he quitted Arcot in the preceding year. Overtures 
were likewife made to a body of 3000 Morattoes belonging to Jxda- 
gerow, and commanded by an officer named Gopaulharry, who were 
lying at the pafs of Damalcherry; but Gopaulharry infilled on re­
ceiving money before any moved, on which Prefton fent him the 
bill of an opulent fhrof for 60,000 rupees, which was> to be paid as 
foon as the horfe arrived at V elore; but as the meflages and inarch 
required eight days, the army in the interval fet out from Lallapet 
on the 22d, and halted on the 25th atTrivalore, within four miles 
o f the fort o f Tripaflore, in which, as well as Pondamalee, the. 
French had a garrifon o f Sepoys; but the petfah of Pondamallee 
being much opener than of Trivalore, Mahomed Ifloof fent oft a de­
tachment to plunder it, which they effected after fome fkirmifhing 
with the Sepoys from the fort, o f whom feveral were killed. Befides 
the booty they got in the pettah, the detachment returned with 3000 
Iheep and oxen, w hich had been collected from the country, and were 
kept under the protection of the garrifon, in the common round the 
fort, to fupply the French an ay before Madrafs.- The Nabob’s bro­
ther Nazeabulla, who had ac.compa.ku Mr. Moracin to Pondicherry, 
ami afterwards the French army^to the fiegl, had lately returned to 
Nelore; and the example and exhortations of his brother Abdul­
wahab, had reclaimed him fo far, as to promife to join him at Triva­
lore with his force; but he delayed, and the army having been rein­
forced with ammunition and two more three-pounders from Ching- 
tapet, proceeded on the 27ft' to Trimliwafh, a town lituated on the

Ikirts
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Ikirts of Malrawzes wood, 12 miles to the N. w. o f Madrafs. T h e 1759. 
polygar, with an agent who had been Cent to him by the governor, 
came to the camp, and promifed to bring 2000 peons and a lupply 
of rice: but, finding no money was intended to be given him, re­
turned the next day into his wood, and appeared no more. Maho­
med jfibof, as foon is the camp was pitched, rode with a party o f 
horfe as far as Maik dyne's garden, which hands two miles n . w . of 
Fort St. vrhere mod of the oxen belonging to the French
army were kept under the care of a guard of Sepoys and black 
horfe; whom Mahomed Ifl'oof’s party put to flight, and leized moft , 
of the cattle. The next day the whole body of French cavalry, who 
were 200, and Rajahfaheb’ s who were 800, encamped to the north 
o f the warden, and on the 29th one of their parties routed one of 
Abdulwahab’s, and took ten prifoners. The attention to this arm\% 
fince their arrival in the neighbourhood, diminlined the afhvity of 
the enemy’s operations againft the fort, by the detachments they 
were obliged to fend and recall on different reports and alrms. Their 
approach juft as the enemy’s works were advanced fo near the de­
fences increafed the alacrity of the garliion. ^

On the 30th, at 11 ill the forenoon, a fail was deferred to the 
fouthward; when, nearer, her colours were difeerned to be Eftglilh, 
and her form that of one of the Company’s fliips. All the French 
veflels which were five, flung out Englifh colours likewife; and 
the two lliips, the Harlem and Briftol, prepared to get under weigh.
A  cattamaran was immediately difpatched from the fort, learning 
the ft ranger to beware of them ; in the evening Mr. Dalrymple 
was fent in a boat, with farther inftruaions to the captain. The 
cattamaran got on board before the fliip 'ame to an anchor, which 
was not until nine at night: ~ d  foon after the Briftol came up, 
received and returned a bro-filide, and fell to leeward. The (hip was 
the Shaftfbury Eaft Indiatnan, comn -nded by captain Nathaniel 
W ills ,  and one of thole which were bringing Draper’s regi­
m e^ from Bombay: but, failing much worfc than the others, 
they made her the hofpital fliip, and left her off the {outh of Ceylon 
on the 7th of the month, after which, a luckier vein of wind and 
current brought her to her port before them. The lick, who were
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1759. 36 men o f the regiment, only added to the diflrefs o f the garrifon ;
but (he had on board 37 chefls of filver, and many mifitary flores, 
amongfl them, hand-grenades, and bombs of the larged: lizes, of 
which the garrifon were much in need, having nearly expended 
their hock o f thde articles. The communication of letters was 
eafy and expeditious, after the fhip came to an anchor; and, by .the 
governor’s order, fhe threw out at day-break th : enligns o f a man 
o f war, and received, as if  fuch, a lalute o f 13 ^•usJegwF'me fort.
A t the fame time the enemy on fhore began to lire upon her with 
one gun from their neglefted battery at the fecond crochet, and two 
from the breafl-work to the fouth, near the bar ; all the three were 
twenty-four pounders ; and fometimes fent red-hot balls. A t three 
in the afternoon, the Briflol, which had fallen, far to leeward, worked 
up again into the road : whilft drawing nigh, boats with foldiers 
went off to her from the black town. The Harlem, which had like- 
wife been manned from the fhore, bore down at the fame time, and 
the Shaftfbury had got under weigh to change her flation, but 
being intercepted by the Briflol fuflaincd the engagement under fail 
for two hours, and then anchored, where directed, as near as the 
foundings would admit oppofite to the fouth-eafl baflion. The 
other ffyps anchored likewife, but far out in the offing, and never- 
thelefs continued firing until night. The rigging of the Shaftfbury 
was much damaged by the fire o f fhips, and fhe received feveral /hot 
through her hull from the fhore : but no one was wounded except: 
Lieutenant Browne of the regiment, who loft his right arm Before 
ro ,th e  maffoolas of the garrifon landed the fick and the treafure 
and it being fufpetfxd that the enemy’s fhips might attempt to 
board the Shaftfbury with their boats, the governor font optional 
orders to captain Inglifs, eiti er to j f c i  >e out of the road, maintain 
his flation, or run the fhip afljorfc The Confidence was well placed 
and Inglifs determined on tin! choice o f danger. Tire next dav 
which was the firfl o f Februa|v\ fhe flood the fame fire from thy 
fhore, fotne from the Harlem, hut none from the Briflol, for this 
fhip had failed away in the night to Pondicherry; and on the ad, 
none from the Harlem, which anchored far out in the Offing.; but 
the fire upon her from the more flill continued..
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The preparations of the enemy on fliore againft the Shaftfbury, 1 759- 
flackened tKeij fire againft the fort on the 30th, the day flic was dif- 
cerned. The three embralures on the left of Tally’s battery, which 
bore upon the right face o f the north ravelin, continued; the two 
next to them, which were the left o f the four that had hitherto 
been employed againft the north-eaft baftion, likewife remained 
free; but the inter lofition of their own work on the creft of the 
glacis pi ceT ^ d  t-'ie nfe of the two other embralures againft this 
baftion, as well as o f the four which had battered in breach the 
faliant angle of the demi baftion : but they did not think it worth 
their while to remove the guns of thefe embralures into thole on 
the right, in order to batter towards the Ihoulder angle, that 
next the flank of this baftion, becaufe they intended, as ulual, to 
make the breach at the falient angle,.in which their lire had already 

~ almoft ruined the parapet.. The lire of the burying-ground battery, 
with four guns, continued on the left face of the north ravelin, and 
the flank of the demi baftion, and the.four guns in the hofpital battery 
enfiladed the whole of the north front. The outward gun in Tally’s- 
battery which remained free againft: the north-eaft: baftion, they turned 
againft the Ihoulder merlon on the left of the fafeine battery, vaifed 
by the garrifon on the edge o f the lin f, of which all the four guns 
bore on this and the three next embrafurcs of Tallv’s, to the left. Their • 
mortars in this, the burying-ground, and the- battery between them, 
likewife continued as before. Such was their fire at the clofe of this 
day ; and in thefe 24 hours one 18 pounder \yas difmounted liy the 
hofpital battery on Pigot’s baftion, 1 European, with 3. Sepoys,. 
were killed, and 9 Europeas, with 2 Sepoys, wounded.

The enemy’s mortars continued through the enfuing night, and 
moftly againft the defences. T hey worked hard under ground from 
the palmyra ftockade ; but as befoK , without being difeovered : and 
the earth they threw up on the creft if the glacis likewife concealed 
there in tendons there, although th ; garrifon gave frequent alerts* 
and threw grenades every half hour, hoping the occafion of a fu o  
ceTful fatly to explore their w o rk ; but the enemy here took

no



i 7S9. no alarm. It was fuppofed they were carrying on a covered Tap 
1— v— * towards the blind before the north-eaft baftion, wljich threatened 

JanUjry< the raoft dangerous mine they could fpring j and to countered their 
intention by meeting their work, the garrilon opened a lap from the 
left o f the ditch, and dire&ed it acrofs and under the ground imme­
diately in front of the blind. The mining gallery I awards their battery 
on the creft of the glacis was likewife puft ed on with much 
diligence. T he enfuing morning, the enemy at i opcmed four
embrafures in this battery, which extended to the right from the 
fummit of the falient angle : one of them pointed to the n . e . baftion, 
and all the four bore on the falient angle of the demi ; but they had 
railed the embrafures fo high, that none ol their fhot could Inike 
the parapet, but all flew over the fo rt; fo. that after five or fix 
rounds they ceafed firing, and clofed the embrafures in order to alter 
the level. Belides the guns which they opened and kept up againft 
the Shaftlbury, their other batteries againft the fort continued 
through the day : the liofpital and burying-ground, with all their 
puns, but Tally's only with live, three of which were thofe againft the 
north ravelin, and the other two, which were the next to them, fired 
moftly againft the fafcine battery, where they difabled two twelve 
pounders : a twenty-four pounder was likewife difmounted on the 
royal baftion : the cafualties to the troops were 4 Europeans killed, 
and 9, with 3 Sepoys wounded. During the night, the garrilon, 
befides the repair of the works, continued their gallery towards the 
falient angle, and the covered flip before the blind. The enemy 
continued their flip likewife ftill undifeovered, and worked in alter­
ing their breaching battery } but when they opened it again the 
next morning with five gun \ the fhot as before flew over, and they 
were again obliged to clofc th • em b-fires. 

r .  T his day was the firft o f February : the fire o f the two gutis
rUai7' from the bar to the s. and the r her to the n . at the fecond crochet, 

continued a eroding fire againft the Shaftlbury with much aim, and 
fometimes with red-hot fhot, o f which feveral went through the 
hull. T h e Harlem likewife fired and helped to ruin her rigging. 
T h e fort fired upon the Harlem and on the enemy’s fouthern guns,

and

T he W ar  of C or oma n d e l . Boox̂ X j



/$*■ 1 °°5x

and in the evening a twenty-four pounder, which bore on them t/59* 
from the San Thome or fouth-eaft baftion, burft, whilft Mr. Pigot ^ebrvuar̂  
the governor was there ; he and two other men were (lightly wound­
ed, but four more died of their hurts. The reft o f the fire on 
both fides continued as the day before, excepting that the enemy’s 
mortars were not ft frequent. T h e Cuddalore, a lchooner belong­
ing to the company, which had lain fiome days at Paliacate where 
(he-had flopped ft/eral boats coming from the northward to the 
enemy’s camp, came this day near the road ; but feeing the Harlem 
ready to weigh, flood out again to fea. A  twenty-four pounder was 
difabled in the faluting battery o f the fort by its own fire on the 
Harlem. T h e cafualties, befides thofe who buffered on the San 
Thom e baftion, were ? Europeans killed, and 4, with 2 Sepoys, 
wounded. In the night, as well as the day, the pioneers o f the 
garrifon continued the two galleries, the one towards the enemy’s 
battery on the falient angle of the glacis, the other under the blind, 
and the reft o f the workmen were chiefly employed iii repairing the 
parapet towards the falient angle o f the demi baftion.

In the morning o f the 2d, the enemy opened again their embra- 
fures on the creft o f the glacis, which they had been repairing all 
night, but with as little judgment as in the preceding, for their (hot 
ftill flew too high ; and the guns being expofed as before without 
refiftance to the cannon and mortars o f the defences, were clofecl 
again In an hour after they had opened, and remained filent the reft 
o f the day. T h e other batteries continued as before. T h e Harlem 
had weighed before day-break, and anchored out o f gun-fhot of the 
Shaftibury, which now only fuftained the fire of the three guns on 
fhore; and theirs lefs frequent than in the preceding days.. A t 
eight in the morning, feveral parties o horfe were difeerned from 
the fteeple, advancing in ‘ lie pia* n roout five miles N . w .  of the 
fort; and foon after appeared the v hole army, with Prefton and 
Mahomed Ifl'oof. T h e enemy’s cav.l ry at Viparee drew out, rein­
forcements joined them from the LI ick town, and at three in the 
afternoon firing commenced, which lifted.until funlet.
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1 73V i he governor had repeatedly recommended to Prellon and Ma-
'Vcî -'uarŷ  ^ome(  ̂ Bloof to march round, and take pofleflion of “St. Thome, 

and from thence to come by the fea-fhore into the fort; or to pe- 
, netrate wherev.er elfe they.fhould fee an opening; the intention o f 

this junction was to concert meafures for a general attack on the 
enemy’s camp, which could not be explained by letters in cypher, 
and liable to interception. The effort, however, was not to be 
made by a daily o f the united force from the fort; but Preflon’s 
army, after being furnilhed with money and four days provifions, 
•which the garriibn could fpare, were to' march out and encamp 
abroad again; and at the appointed hour fall on the black town, 
whiliL thegarrifon at the fame time fallied upon the enemy’s works. 
This project, was fcarcely feafible; for the enemy, knowing the 
•junction in the fort, would be on flridl guard in all their polls. 
Preflon, although he difapproved the fcheme, was as folicitous as 
the governor to carry it into execution; hut the Polygars had tailed 
•to fupply the provilion o f rice they had promifed, which obliged 
the army to f  ad for it as far as Chinglapet and Conjeveram, and 
detained them, three days at Trimliwafh until the morning of the 
2d ; when they marched, intending to pals to San Thome between 
the black town and the Mount, notwithftanding. the whole body o f 
the enemy’s cavalry were lyJ^g in the way, at Viparee. Mr. Lally, 
hearing of their approach, took a detachment o f 300 European in­
fantry, 500 Sepoys, and fix field-pieces, from the black town, and 
joined his two bodies o f cavalry which were lying at Viparee. He 
was accompanied by Mr. Bully, and mod of the principal officers, 
o f the army. They marched onward in tlie plain towards Pref- 
ton ’s force, who feeing, them coming, halted on the other fide o f a 
long morals formed by paduy fields, which interfered the whole ex­
tent o f five plain from well t i e? '.- : the , ayalry with.Preflon, to avoid 
the enemy’s cannonade, kept rt a diflance 111 the rear; hut the in­
fantry drew up under the fhc.mr of hanks which continued along 
the edge o f the morafs. Mr. L ally  made feveral motions to intice 
them to crofs; but they were not feduced : on which he took poll 
at three o’clock in a fjpot o f ground covered by hedges and trees,

and
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ancl opened his cannon acrofs the morals, although at the. dif- 17^9.
tance of 1000 yards, which were anfwered by on I v fix three- y~7'J~—'
pounders. T h e Sepoys, and even the Europeans on both fidcs, fi/cd
I’ometimes likewife with their fmall arms : hot the horfe were never
near each other. From the advantage of fituation, notwith {landing
the difparity o f the cannon, the lofs in Prefton’s army did not
much exceed the e iem y’s, being 15 Sepoys, one European, and
five horfe killed and five Sepoys wounded; whereas the enemy
left nine Europeans and thirteen horfes dead on the plain. A t fun-
let they retreated to Viparee, where Mr. Lully likewife remained
with the detachment o f infantry; and Prelion, for want of provi-
iions, returned to Trimliwalh.

In the night the enemy threw fewer lllclls than ufual: from 
the morning of the ad to the morning of the 3d, was the fu ll day 
lince the 4th of January, in which no one was killed in the 
fort; and no Sepoys received any hurt, but five Europeans were 
wounded. T h e pioneers of the garrifon Continued the two mines : 
they who were at work under the blind difeovered no ligns o f the 
fap they fufpe&ed ; but the miners, who were pulhing under the 
covered way towards the breaching battery, heard, at two in the 
morning, the found ofkmen working near them in the enemy’s 
mine on the right under the eaft face o f the glacis, which it was 
fuppofed they had relinquished lince it failed on the 23d. A t day­
break they fprung this mine on the inlide o f the covered way, 
through the counterfcarp of the ditch, at the extremity o f the cu­
vette ; into which the bulk o f the explofion was thrown"! Frag­
ments o f the brick-work wounded five Europeans, and a Sepoy ; but 
the explofion itfelf blew up none; neyerthelefs, to deftroy many 
men feemed the only in ten t; for if  i : was meant to facilitate the 
delcent into the ditch, tm ir apptcaches were not fufficiently for­
ward to attempt this operation ; fin A the excavation was entirely 
commanded by the three innermoft ;uns in the flank of the royal 
ballioiv, o f Which all the feven ben g covered on the flank by the 
oreillon, and by traveries in the rear, had received no hurt from the 
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1 759 enemy’s cannon, and none of their mortars 3iad chanced to light 
amougft them ; fo that all remained in perfeft condition, and the

e t u a enemy,  before they fprung the mine, fhould have raifed a batteiy 
in the fame direction, on the creft o f the glacis, to take off theffe 
defences. Immediately after the explofion, they began to fire from 
two emhrafures o f their breaching battery in the falient angle, 
which the fire o f the fort, as before, foon obliged them to clofe ; 
their other* batteries likewife blackened, and their moitais ftill moie„ 
Their workmen were chiefly employed during the night, in low­
ering the emhrafures of their breaching battery; the garnfon, 
befides the repairs o f the demi-baftion, againft which the greateft 
part o f the enemy’s fire had been direded, worked at their two 
mining galleries. The cafualties o f the day and night, befides the 
men wounded by the enemy’s mine, were only one Sepoy killed,, 

and one wounded.
A t day-light on the 4th, the enemy again opened their breaching; 

battery on tire creft of tire glacis, and for the fiift time hied horn all 
the fix.emhrafures, which, although fomething lowered, ftilL remained 
too high to ftrike below the parapet o f the baftions; and the endea­
vour neceflary to reduce them even to. this level retarded the repeti­
tions o f their five. Tire two embrafures. in the left o f the battery bore 
on the north-caff, the other four on the demi-baftion. The N. e . 
returned with three guns, but the demi-baftion with none ; for the 
embrafures were doled,, in order to let the workmen thicken the 
parapet within ; and their fire was much better fupplied by the four 
innermoft guns in the flank o f the royal baftion, upon which not a 
gtm in the breaching battery againft which they fired, nor from any 
other, could bear; and tire gunners, fenfihle of their fecurity, fired 
with deliberate aim, whilft ti e three guns on the N. e . baftion conti- 
i ued hotly on their oppofites, and both together obliged tire enemy 
in lefs than an hour to w ith e w their gens, and clofe the <?m- 
brafures; nor did they at temp to open them again during-the reft 
o f the d'av. At fovea the gal e y  carrying on towards this batteiy 

been nufhed to the banaaet o f die covered way fell in at the 
M  1 ' end
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end there, and the light came in ; but the miners Hopped the hole *759* 
fo fooil, that the enemy did not difcover the mifchance. The gal- ri— >■— * 
lery was then filled five or fix feet back, and from hence a return 
made to the right, from which it was again continued {freight for­
ward under the glacis. In the night, the enemy had withdrawn 
the two twenty-four pounders from the bar, in order to replace others, 
which had been difabled in the north front o f the attack; they 
however fubftituteri a fix-pounder to check any Tally from the fort.
T h e  ceflation of this fire to the fouth releafed the Shaftefbury from the 
greateft moleftation fhe had endured, by which fevcral o f her men 
had been killed and wounded, her hull {hot through in many places, 
and all her marts and rigging ruined. In the morning, before 
day-light, lhe had moved from her rtation under the guns of the 
s. E. or San Thome bartion, and anchored about a mile in the 
offing, oppofite to the fea-gate. T h e French {hips continued at then- 
anchors out o f gun-foot; fo that all the annoyance which foe re­
ceived through the day was a foot now and then from the fingle 
gun at the fecond crochet. Againft the fort, the four guns at the 
burying-ground continued with vivacity, but the two enfilading in 
the Lorrain, and the four crochet on the hofpital battc ry with lefs 
frequency: all the enemy’s firrt-rate bombs were expended, and 
moft o f the next fizes, fo that they only fired a few {hells of eight 
and ten inches from the fecond crochet. In the evening, a {loop 
from Pondicherry anchored at San Thome with a fupply o f rtorcs.
During the night, the enemy fired a great deal o f mulketry upon 
the covered way, and the garrifon, be ides the repairs, continued 
the two mines. T h e cafualties o f the night and day were one 
European and three Sepoys killed, and four with two wounded, and 
a twenty-four pounder was difabled on the demi-baftion.

Early in the morning r l  tm. <fth, the Harlem, the Diligent, 
and three fmaller veflcL, got undir fail from their rtation before 
the black town, where they left only one, a lmall floop, and {bind­
ing to the fouthward were out o f fg h t before the evening. The 
caufe o f their fudden departure, w is a report from Pondicherry, 
that feveral foips o f force had been feen off Negapatam. At rtm-
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^ ^ 5 9 . .  rile, the enemy again opened their breaching battery, but before 
Y~7T~?r they had fired three rounds were obliged to clofe it again ’by the fame 

' ’ fire as the day before. A t nine, a red flag feen on the mount fig- 
nified that Prcfton’s and Mahomed Ifloof’s army were arrived there 
from Trimliwaifh; they had before reprefented the neceffity of re­
maining at a diftance until fupplied with ammunition and ft ores 
from Chingiapett, provifions from tire country, and money from 
Madnifs. Mr. Pigot ordered them at all events to attempt the 
effort fo often recommended of marching into the fort; but, left it 
fhould fail, difpatched in the evening ten of the troop of Euro­
pean horle, with captain Vaflerot, 'each carrying a thoufand pa­
godas, wlio crofted the Ifland, forced through the enemy’s guard at 
Cbindadrapcttah, and arrived at the Mount at ten at night, of which 
they immediately gave notice to the ganifon by four rockets and a 
large fire. The fire of the enemy’s batteries* was flacker than ufual 
in the day, their fhells very few, and little fnulketty in the night. 
Neverthckfs the cafualties until the morning or the 6th, were 
another twenty-four pounder difdbled on the demi-baftion, one Euro­
pean and three Sepoys killed, and four Europeans wounded.

The enemy's breaching battery remained blent during the 6th; nor 
had they repaired the damages it had fuftained ; but in Lally’s, o f 
which the fire had ceafed fince the 30th of the laft month, fix embra- 
furc-s appeared to have been reftored to good condition for fervice ; but 
lo many of the enemy’s guns had been ruined, that they were obliged 
to withdraw the four from the recochet battery at the hofpital, to 
furnifh the embrafiue-; at Lajly’s, which, however, they did not 
open until the next day; f» that their fire this day was from fewer 
guns than in any fince the ’ began the liege, eonfifting only o f the 
four guns at the burying ground, and two in the JLorrain battery; 
but they added two ten-inch mqftars to the two already eftablifhed 
at the lecond crochet. A ll th< ir cavalry, European, as well as the 
black, were ohferved filing oft to the Choultry Plain; and Sepoys* 
with guns and tumbrils, were feen marching that wav from the 
black tow n The night pafted without ikirmifh, for the enemy 
were not heard at, work on th ecreftof the glacis; but their mortars 

1 continued.
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continued. In the day and night two Europeans were killed, and 1759. 
two wounded, but none of the Sepoys were hurt. *■— v— J

In the morning o f the 7th the enemy began to fire, as was ex- f'cb‘ ua,y- 
pefted, from L ally ’s battery, but only from four o f the embrafures 
and with, a mortar on the right, all bearing upon the demi and 
north-eaft baftions, which together returned fix guns : the other 
batteries continued as the day before, and the mortars in the n igh t; 
during which no alarms were given either by the enemy or the gar- 
rifon : two guns were difabled on the north-eaft baftion ; two Eu­
ropeans were killed, and five, and two Sepoys, wounded.

Notwithftanding the inefficacy o f the breaching battery, the reft 
o f the enemy’s fire had by this time rent the falient angle o f the 
demi baftion from top to bottom ; and Mr. L ally, who viewed every 
thing with enthuliafm, ordered the principal engineers and artillery 
officers to give their opinion on the fealibility o f Forming this 
breach, and declared his own of fuccefs; but the officers conlider- 
ed the queftion with more deliberation. T h ey agreed that the de- 
fccnt into the covered way from the breaching battery on one fide, 
and the gabions on the other, o f the falient angle of the glacis, was 
eafy, and that the defcent into the ditch and paftage acids it. had 

• been rendered very practicable by the mine they had lprung in the 
covered way from the eaftern fide o f the glacis, o f which the ex- - 
plofion had filled’ up a fufficient fpace at the end o f the cuvette in­
trench o f water dug along the middle o f the ditch but a rank o f 
ftrong palifadoes ranged along the other fide o f the cuvett;„ and 
having hitherto received no damage mui be tern down by hand, 
before the troops could gain the foot of the breach ; who during 
the defcent into the ditch would be expf fed, without the, cover of a 
fingle gabion on the flank, to the fire o f the north-oaft baftion 
and o f mulketry from the blind before i t ;  to fix guns in the 
curving flank of the royal baftion, and abundance of fmall arms 
from the caponiere which led acfof the ditch to the north 'ravelin ; 
and the havock of theie two fires u ydd continue without tin lea ft 
reiiftance or interruption upon the troops vvhilft • aftiubing the 
broach itfelf. From thele drcumftances the officers declared tin-

bfCacli, ̂
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. iy. breach, although practicable, inacceffible; but added, what the/
^ T : ; ~  were not aiked, that from, a comparifon of the forces, the profe-

cation o f works to quell the fire of the place would only (acrifice 
the lives o f many men without the lead: probability o f fuccefs.

The only variation in the attack during the 8th, was the addition 
o f one gun on L a lly ’s, which now fired with five. T he force with 
which the enemy intended to oppofe the army at the mount had 
•collected in a feparate camp on the Choultry Plain, and in their rear 
at Egmore were fix field-pieces with four tumbrils. In the afternoon 
the Briflol anchored Oil St. Thome returning with (lores from Pon­
dicherry ; and, as it was apprehended that (he might have brought 
a fupply o f large (hells, the governor propofed that the Shaftlbury, 
reinforced with forty foldiers from the (hore, (hould attack her. 
Captain Inglifs concurred in this intention with alacrity; but his 
mads were (o much damaged, that it required the repair o f two 
days before he could fet a fail. N o annoyance, excepting mortars, 
pafled between the befiegers and the fort during the night. Before 
the morning, the gallery in front <of the blind before the north-ead 
badion had been carried far enough toward the fea to fecure this 
work from any mines o f the enemy, and was continued in a direction 
forward towards the palmyra pallifado, o f  which the enemy were 
in pafiedion, in order to crafs any other they might be attempting 
againd the cad face o f the covered way. T w o explofions o f powder 

had been oecafioned in the enemy’s works by the fall o f (hells during 
the night. In  thefe 24 hours were one European and one Sepoy 
killed, and two Europea 13 and one Sepoy wounded; but no gnu 
was difmouuted.

In the three lad days, information had been received from Captain 
Prefton, that Major Calliaud was approaching with a reinforcement 
from the fouth ; and thefe were the fird advices concerning him, 
which had reached either Predon or the garrifon fince his departure 
toTanjore; for every letter which he had written patting through the 
enemy’s country, had been either intercepted by them, or carried far 
away by the meffengers. A  variety of untoward incidents had pro- 
traded the execution o f his commiffion. He embarked at nine in

the
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X^:*the morning on the ift  o f December in a common maffoolah, which 1759. 
had only fix rowers and the fteerfman ; he was accompanied by Mr.
Bofwell the burgeon, as his interpreter, and one lervant. In a- 
few hours after they were at fea, a hard gale o f wind arofe, in 
which they could not fhow the fail, and fcarcely ufe the oars ; 
neverthelefs the drift o f  the wind and current carried the boat by 
9 o’clock the fecond night as far as Devi Cotah, which is by the 
fea one hundred and thirty miles from Madrafs, when the rowers 
were fo much exhaufted, that no entreaties could prevent them 
from putting alhore ; and they grounded on. the ftrand within Raff 
a mile o f the fort o f Devi Cotah, in which was an officer and fome 
French Sepoys, from whofe notice they were preferved by the con­
tinuance o f the ftorm, and before day-break put to fea again ; bur 
the boatmen would not venture over the larger and outer furf, and 
continued driving in the hollow fea between the two, until noon, 
when they landed at Tranquebar. T he rains had overflowed the 
rivers*■ which remained impalpable until the 12th. O11 the 14-tn
Calliaud arrived at Achempettah 15 miles from Tanjore, where 
he was again detained three days by the bad weather.- On tnc i- / tli

he reached the city-
T he king of Tanjore, when more clofely preffed by Captain 

Jofeph Smith to furnilh the 1000 horfc requested of him by the • 
prefidency in December, pleaded the ravages which his country 
had lately buffered from- the French army, and demanded 200,000: 
rupees before-hand; at length he more plainly laid, that he thought 
the Engliffi did not care what befell tb  territory o f their allies, 
provided they could defend their own : 1 ut as he could not alledge 
this indifference to himfelf when attacks by the French ; he cited 
the unconcern with which they had buffered the French to take, 
every fort belonging, to the Nabob,, and even his capital of Arcot,. 
without making any efforts to proteft them ; although he knew that 
the prefidenev had not the means, and with the Nabob’s were loliiig 

their own revenues-
Major Calliaud found the king hi the fame temper, fo pre- 

poffi-fled o f the decline o f the Engliffi fortune, that he negkcbd the
ufual
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r  9 ufuul attentions to himfclf, as their reprefen tative, and instead o f a 
hocf.y nllovt d bis habitation in a choultry. In their* conference, 
the king laid he had fufficiendy cx poled himfclf to the re- 
lcntment o f the French, if  Madrals fhonld fall, by the affiftance 
he had already lent with Mtifiomed Iffy of, which were 300 
boric ; but not paid by h im fclf: neverthclefs he was willing to lend 
400 more, provided Calliaud would difeharge their arrears : Cal- 
liaud demanded Colonel Kennedy and the Jefuit Eldevan, the French 
h Mages whom the king had detained ; but the* king refufed, and 
lit  them depart on the 19th, as it were, in his fight. Never- 
th .! Is, the lioric were lb neccllary that Caillaud determined not to 
tat aoit'.nce whilll there remained any probability o f getting them, and 
applied for money to the houfe o f Buccangee, which was by far the 
moil conlidetable hank in the Carnatic, and had hitherto tranfa&ed 
1 he greatert part of the Company’s exchange throughout the province: 
but their agents in Tanjore refufed to fupply any money for bills on 
Mad nil s. The king knowing this promifed the horfe fhould Ire 
ready in four days, i f  the money were paid. Calliaud then applied 
to the Dutch government o f Negapatam, who profered a loan, but 
propofed to furnilh it in coins, and at rates, which cvould have 
produced a lots o f 25 per cent. Thefe difappointments obliged 
him to feek tire money at Tritchinopoly, where he arrived on 
the 24th, and obtained the promile o f a l'upply from another ihop 
o f B; ice anger’s houfe e/tabliflied tJiere : he returned on the 27th to 
Tanjore, where intelligence had been received the day before, that 
the Nabob with lvs land y, who had left Madrals on the 20th, 
were arrived at Negapala n, and that his wife, in this fhort but 
tempdluous palTage, had L een brought to Ixd at fea. At the fame 
time Sc id Muiftoon the Nabob’s agent at Tanjore informed the king, 
that the Nabob intended to come into the city in his way to Trichi- 
nopoly, 'and expected to be met, as ufual, upon the road; htlt the 
embarkation,, the fealon, and above all, the travail o f the lady, had 
convinced the king, contrary ’*0 the real motives, that nothing but 
the defpair o f Madrals could have induced the Englifh government 
to expofe the prince o f their aliian.ee to Inch rilejues and diftrefles ;

*■ and
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and either from the malignant pleafure o f infulting his fuperior in *759' 
diftrefs, or from his dread o f the French, i f  they fhould prove J?cbruaiy» 
fuccefsful, or both, he refufed either to admit the Nabob into the 
city, or to pay him a viiit without the w alls: nor heeded the re- 
prefentations of Calliaud endeavouring to correft his contumacy.
T he news likewife frightened the fnroff atTritchinopoly fo much, that 
he ret raffed his promife, and refufed to iupply money upon any terms.
However, 50 of the horfe were aflembled at Condore on the bank of 
the Coleroon, 10 miles north o f the city, and Calliaud, in order to 
encourage the reft to follow, went thither likewife. T he next 
day, which was the 28th, a detachment o f 500 Sepoys, which 
he had ordered from Tritchinopoly to efcort the Nabob, pafled by 
in their way to Negapatam ; and on the ift o f January he received 
from Mr. Norris, the member o f the council who had accompanied 
the Nabob from Madrafs, 10 of 20,000 pagodas which had been 
fent by the prefidency to defray the expences o f the garrifon o f T rit­
chinopoly : but although this fupply obviated the pretexts o f delay, 
the king fent out no more horfe. On the 5th, major Calliaud vi- 
fited the Nabob at Aimapettah, and accompanied him to Pondt, a 
village 7 miles fromTanjore, where the illnefs o f the Nabob’s wife 
detained them the two fucceeding days, during which major Cal­
liaud went again to the city, when his exhortations, feconded by the 
appearance of the efcort, prevailed ; and the king vifited the Nabob 
on the 8th with the ufual ceremonies in a choultry on the road.
Major Calliaud, to dignify the Nabob’s appearance in his own ter­
ritory, and at his earneft requeft, judiciou ly put himfelf at the head 
o f  the efcort, and marched with him to T  itchinopoly : they arrived 
there on the 10th, but Caillaud returned the next day to Condore ; 
where no more horfe had hitherto joined the firft party ; his letters 
and meffages, h r  he refolved not to viiit the king again, availing as 
little as before, he returned to Tritchinopoly on the 17th, in 
hopes o f levying a body o f horfe in the adjacent country; and on his 
departure exprefled, intending it fhouL1 be conveyed, the utmoft indig­
nation at the king’s evafions. He however left agents at Condore to 
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17 v  improve any advantageous change which might happen in his difpo- 
v ~ v ^  fition, and the king, alarmed by the refentment of his departure, fent 
LblU31jr‘ out the remainder of. the horfe with fcribes to clear their accounts;

on which Calliaud returned on the 21ft to Condore, and advancing 
them fifteen days pay, they croffed the Coleroon the next day,, 
and on the 23d moved to Trimalvedy, a fort belonging to the 
Arielore polygar, on the bank of the river, about 5 miles above 
Condore. Here he propofed that they fliould proeeed 10 miles far­
ther that day ; but they halted parlying for more pay until the 25th, 
when they marched 20 miles to Mongalpaddy, a village iiill in the 
diflriCts o f Arielore; where they were joined by three Companies of 
Sepoys from Tritchinopoly. T he whole arrived and halted the next 
day at Vq'lcondah, and on the 25th reached Thiagar : here the horfe 
rcfufed again to proceed until they received their arrears, which the 
king had promifed, and failed to fend. They were however fa- 
tisfied with another advance of 15 days, but requelled another 
day’s halt in expectation o f fome o f their necelfaries which w’ere 
not yet come up from Tanjore. On the 31 ft they marched from 
Thiagar to Tricolore, which is 15 miles onwards. The killidar 
Kiftnarow, who had before taken the field with Mahomed Iflbof, 
promifed to follow with a ll his force from Thiagar : but none ap­
peared. On the i l l  o f February, Calliaud with his own troops 
reached Trivanalore, and the next day Villaporam. T h e partizan 
Lambert, with 500 Sepoys, had advanced to this place to oppole 
their progrefs ; but, receiving certain intelligence o f their force, 
went off the fame day to Cdingee. T h e want o f provifions detained 
Calli.nid’s party at Vilhqorum  until the 4 th ; and on the 7th at 
noon they arrived at Chinglapet, both foot and horfe fo much fa­
tigued, for the march was feventy-five miles in three days, that 
they could proceed no farther; on which Calliaud left them there to.
„ f p (h, and went away wit h his own attendants to the mount, where 
he arrived at {even that n igh t; and as the elder officer took the 
command o f all the forces there, Prefton’s, Mahomed Iflbof’s, and 

Abdulwahab’s,
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The mount is a craggy rock, of which the bafc is oblong from I " 5 9.
•eaft to weft, and a mile round. It has two eminences, of which that '~r:7 . t c Lm'Ui'.i y«
to the eaftward is much the higheft, being 150 feet, ami has at 
the top a fmall level plot, in which Hands a church, the fubftitute of 
a much more antient ftruCiure, dedicated by the ancient chriftiflns of 
Coromandel and Malabar to a Saint Thomas, whom the prefent et- 
roneoufly fuppofe to be the apoftle. A  flight of broad Heps leading 
to the church winds on the eaHern fide, juft where the hill itftlf 
begins to round to the north. A  village of country-houfes, built by 
the Englifh, extends from the foot o f the mount about 600 yards 
to the eafltj and confifts of two rows of houfes fituated in gardens 
feparated by a lane. The row which faces the fouth fronts a pleafant 
plain, and the walls o f its enclofures as well 011 this fide as on the 
other, where they fkirt the lane, are on a flrait line. The etoclofure 
which terminated the front row, to the eafl, was the garden-houfe 
o f Colonel Lawrence; it occupied 100 yards to the plain, and, 
as all the others of this row, the fame extent backward to the 
lane ; the gardens on the other fide o f the lane were not all inclofcd 
with walls, but dome with banks and hedges ; all however capable 
o f fome defence. The lafl inclofure in this row, which from its 
owner was called Carvalho’s garden, projected 50 yards farther out 
to the caH than Lawrence’s, the lafl in the front row, o f which 
in confequence it flanked the eaHern fide : and about 200 yards 
out on the plain to the louth, direftly oppofite to Carvalho’s, flood 
the ruins of five or fix mud houfes, w'rh feveral trees furrounding 
a fmall brick building, which had one • contained a fwamy, or 
idol. This ftation flanked the ground lefore the front row of in- 
clofures. T he lane that feparated the two rows continued nearly in 
a ftreight line from the eaft, and terminated at the bottom of the 
fteps leading to the fummit o f the mount. On the right hand of 
the Heps was a craggy path from the plain on the fouth, and <on the 
left hand at outlet leading round the north fide of the mount: 
contiguous to the path on the right, arid within piflol-fhot of the 
fteps, was a houfe which looked upon the outlet to the north; 
and the lafl houfe on the other fide at this end of the lane com-
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1759. manded obliquely the opening o f the path from the fouth: a fpa- 
T̂T'— J cious gateway at the bottom o f the Heps fronted the lane between.

The black troops, exclufive of thofe which major Calliaud had left 
at Chinglapett, were 2200 horfe, and 2500 Sepoys ; but the Eu­
ropeans were only 103, 12 o f -whom were artillery-men, and 10 
with Vafierot, troopers; the other 80 were mulketry, including 
officers ; the artillery were fix three-pounders. O f  the Sepoys, thofe 
from the garrifon o f Chinglapett, and 700 of Mahomed Jlfoof’s, 
might be relied on; but little dependance could be placed on the reft, 
and lefs on the cavalry. In this convidtion, Calliaud determined to 
rifque little in the plain, but to defend the whole village o f the 
mount, which afforded excellent ftations. The plain to the north, 
behind the fecond row o f inclofures, required few precautions, be- 
caufe the ground, being laid out in rice-fields, precluded the approach 
o f  cannon, and the ufe o f cavalry. But, i f  the enemy ffiould get 
pofleffion o f Carvalho’s garden, they might foon penetrate into 
all the other inclofures of the fecond row along the lane when the 
firft row, attacked from this in the rear, and in front by another di- 
vilion o f the enemy from the plain on the fouth, could not be long, 
maintained. Calliaud therefore confidered Caravalho’s garden as the 
decifive poll, and llationed in it 60 o f the European mulketry with 
four o f the field-pieces. T h e two other field-pieces, with the 20 
other European firelocks, and 300 Sepoys, were polled at the fwamy- 
lo-ufe ; the inlets o f this poll were barricaded, and the walls o f the 
mud-houles were lowered to parapets for the mulketry, and 
where neceffary Hill lov er for the field-pieces, but time and 
means were wanting to i rclofe them either with a ditch or palli- 
fiidcs. Seventeen hundred Sepoys were diilributed in the gardens- 
o f the front row facing the fouth, but the greatellpart in Lawrence’s 
to the call, and a communication was prepared Letween all. thcle 
cndolures by openings in the walls o f reparation. The remaining 
500 Sepoys were llationed to defend the inlets to the upper end of 
the lane, at the foot of tire mount; fome in the two houfes there, 
others on the Heps, >tlrers at th ' gate, and others in different parts 
of tire rock itfeif. 1 1 ) '  black cava’ y  had encamped along the north

fide
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fide o f the mount, and were ordered to hold themfelves ill readinefs- 17 59'
to aft as occafion fhouid require. February-

W ith  the dawn of the next day, which was the pth, the enemy 
were difcerned approaching in two large bodies. The one con- 
lifting o f 1200 Sepoys, and 500 black horfe, advanced from the 
Marmelong, or San Thome river, towards the eaft end of the village, 
but having no field-pieces, regulated their approach by that o f the 
other body, which, having taken a circuit to the left, were per­
ceived at two miles diftance on the plain to the fouth. This body 
confifted of 300, being the whole of the French European cavalry, 
and 600 European infantry : the cavalry was in the center in 
two ranks, the troopers on the right, the dragoons next, the huflars 
on the left. T h e infantry were equally divided on each fide o f the 
cavalry, and both divifions had two field-pieces on each o f their 
flanks, eight in all, o f which two were twelve, two nine, and the 
other four, fix-pounders. T he whole was commanded by a relation 
o f Mr. L ally ’s, o f the fame name, and with the rank of Colonel. The 
black horfe with Calliaud formed on his fummons in front of the 
garden walls ; they were crowded, according to their cuftom, ten or 
twelve ranks in depth. Abduhvahab prefented himfelf with feeming 
refolution at their head, and Calliaud, with the 10 troopers and Vaf- 
ferot, rode on their left. T he French cavalry were advancing be Jure 
their infantry; and it was the intention of Calliaud, that his own 
fhouid wait until they came in a line with the flank fin; of the tii ld- 
pieces at the fwamy houfe : but when tl ey were within ioao yards, 
where the ground began to take an albeit towards the garden walls, 
although fcarcely perceptible in a lefs ff .ice, the whole body of the 
black cavalry with Calliaud letotf {hampering, fhouling, and fkmnlhmg 
their fabres- T he French cavalry came on to meet them at a round 
tro t; but halting fuddenly, the firft rank dilcharged their carbines, 
by which four or five horfies, and as many men, were brought to the 
grou J  on w h ic h  the whole, excepting Calliaud and the 10 troop, r>, 
went off at once, fome efcaping along the fide ot the mount to their 
right, but others turning, prefled into the patu m their rea widen .ted 
into the head o f the lane- at the ft ot o f the ft* ps, and puilud acre i-
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T yfcg  by the other outlet, to the plain on the -north of tile mount. The 
.— * French cavalry followed them until they themfelves came within 

C ruary‘ reach of the flank fire o f the field-pieces at the : fwamy houfe, which 
falling amdnyli the troopers and dragoons on the right, obliged them, 
to check and turn back; but tiro huffars on the left, not feeling fi) 
much of this annoyance, pulhed on, and purfued the fugitives through 
the opening into the upper end of the lane, where they immediately 
fell under the fire o f the 500 fepoys polled in the different dations 
in that part of the mount and in the two houfes, which drove them 
with as much precipitation as thole they were purluing, through 
the outlet to the north, from whence they galloped round tho 
mount, and rejoined the cavalry trom which they had feparated, 
in the plain to the fouth. Calliaud, with the troopers, retreated to 
the inclofure next Lawrence’ 3 garden, aud his horfe, which had re- 
eeh cd a ball in the bread:, fell under him at the gate. As loon as 
the Haflars returned, the whole of the French line advanced again m 
the fame order as before, and halted at the didance o f 600 yards; 
the division of infantry on the right, oppofite to the fwamy houfe; 
the other on flic left, over againd  the lad inclolures at the foot of 
the mount. From theft fituations the infantry o f both divifions lent 
forward their field-pieces 200 yards nearer, which began a brilk and 
indilcriminatc cannonade again!! the garden walls, and the pod at the 
fwamv houle, which Avas anfwered with effuft only by the two 
field-pieces at this pod; for the fire o f the fepoys, even here as well 
a3 the gardens, Avas thr< wn away, and neverthclefs could not be 

drained- Mean while the body of m en u ’ s troops to theead halted 
| , • fi,.! a ridge, which ex ended at the didance o f 400 yards, op- 
- elite to Carvalho’s garden, againft which their fepoys kept-up a 
condant and nil-lei's fire of ipulkt try, which ncverthelels was often 
anfwered from the four field-pieces m the garden.

Colonel L ally  feeing no effe& from his field-pieces againd the 
garden-walls to tire fouth, and the danger o f doiming them,

- before the advanced pod at the fwamy houfe was carried, de- • 
t.adad at.nim: o’clock 100 Europeans from the divifion of infan­
try on the right, to attack it at tb - puih o f bayonet; but the fire

■ e° l y s \
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of the two field-pieces, and the mufketry there, met them fo hotly, J 759;
that they broke within 30 yards of thepoft, and retreated with pro- Ftb^U I>
crpitation to their divilion, which on this repulft recurred again 
to their field-pieces. Calliaud, neverthelels, was convinced that 
the .mft would be foon attacked again, and con, .1 not be niam- 
tained throughout the day, and therefore drew off one of me field, 
pieces. A t ten the enemy lent a ftronger detachment to make ano­
ther attack, who were beat off as the firft j and hall an houi alter, 
another attack was made hy 200 of the divifio.n, who were likewife 
repulled- but the'fe lucceffes had lb much elated the deftndeis, that 
all the fe’poys, with moft of the Europeans, accompanied by enfign 
Airey himfelf, ruftied out to purfue the detachment; who, as it 
bydefion, retreated faff, and led them 300 yards into the plain.

* two troops of horfey who had been patrolling in the rear or the in­
fantry chanced at this moment to be juft behind the remaining Eu­
ropeans o f the div-ifion to the right; and feeing the advantage let 
off at full nallop and fell fword in hand upon the purluers, before 

■ they had time to form in proper order to refill: the llaock All were 
in an inftant Mattered, and many were cut down before they ic nm d 
the fwamy houfe ; when, although fafe, they did not think them- 
fclves fo but leaving the field-piece, ran out on the otliei tide to gam the 
prate of Lawrence’s garden, which flood open before them ; but before 
they pot there, the troopers galloping round the e aft lideot the poll , fell 
upon them again, up to the very gate, where their career was checked 
hv aftron'e fire of the Sepoys, whom Mahomed Iffoof ieemg the 
dffafter S  ranged along the walls. T he furprize, for feveral fell,, 
deprived the cavalry likewife o f the recoVeftion to return, and take 

• fhelter behind the cover at the lwamy houfe -, but they gallopco a- 
crofs the angle o f Lawrence’s towards the angle of Carvalho s gar­
den, where Caiilaud feeing them coming, met them with the inc ot 
the 4 field-pieces in this poll 1 but the gunners having hitherto only 
uftd ball, forgot to change their charge for grape Ihot, wmch grey­
ly diminifhed the execution ; for the cavalry pafled within joyn u U  
o f the angle, and continued gallor mg onward to the north eaft, un­

til out o f reach, when they turned in the ar of their
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1759 hind the ridge. However fome o f them fell; but all the lots they 
had fun’ered was much lefs than the havock they had made ; for 
they had killed or cut down more than a hundred, but moftly 
Sepoys.

The right divifion o f the enemy’s infantry with their field-pieces im­
mediately took pofleffion of the defer ted poll; their left likewife advanc­
ed fomething nearer the inclofures on their fide, and both began a hot 
cannonade again ft the garden walls, which being flight, but o f brick, 
were eafily perforated. The Sepoys within took flielter behind the 
houfes, ready to man the walls on a clofer attack; but ever and anon, 
one or other o f thole, obliged to move to and fro, was killed ; and 
thefe cafualties, although few, difpirited many, who took every oppor­
tunity to quit their ft at ions, and fteal into the back enclofures, from 
whence they efcaped round the mount, and haftened far from the 
field. O f  the black cavalry not more than a hundred had returned 
fince the rout in the morning, and kept both the rows of enclofures 
between themfelves and the enemy’s fliot. A t noon a party was 
difeerued advancing from the San Thome river, with a piece o f 
cannon drawn by many oxen. It was a heavy iron eighteen-poun­
der. T h e field-pieces at Carvalho’s fired upon them at random fhot, 
which frightened the cattle, and obliged the drivers feveral times to 
unyoke the reftive, and at laft to throw them all off, when t’ne Laf- 
cars alone dragged the gun : but when arrived at the ridge, ■ where 
the Sepoys had taken port, it could not be made ufe o f behind i t ; 
and whiift they were draw mg it farther forward into the plain, fe­
veral fhot which took place amongft them interrupted their attempt.
A t  length it was brought to a proper ftation, and at 2 o’clock began 
to fire at point blank; it was oppofed as before by the 4 three- 
pounders, which could not with the fame certainty reach fo far, and 
feveral of the men ferving them were killed by the fhot, and woundedby 
fragments o f the houfe. Mean while the enemy to the fouth, be- 
fides their cannonade, which continued hotter than in the forenoon, 
advanced at different intervals feveral parties, as well from the divi­
fion oti the left, as the fwamy houfe, with the appearance o f af- 
fault, but only to dra r- the unnt"' fiary fire o f the Sepoys which

5 always
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always fucceeded ; and it became fortunate that fo many had quitted, t " 59' 
for even the beft who remained could not be retrained from firing 
on every motion, although in vain. But by 5 o’clock in the afternoon, 
the perfeverance of the enemy’s cannonade obliged them likewife 
to diminifh it, for fear o f ruining their own guns, and at funfet it 
ceafed totally, and they were feen yoking, and foon after drew off 
all their artillery, moving to the eaftward: the eighteen-pounder 
ceafed and drew off at the fame time. The fight was more joyful 
than they lulpefted to the troops in the village, for Calliaud had juft 
before received information, that the mulket ammunition was ex­
pended to fix cartridges a man, and only three balls, bdides the gtape- 
fliot, left-for each of the field-pieces ; fo that no retreat could have been 
made, if  prefled by the enemy 111 the open plain. Spies follow cd them 
until they had crofted the river o f San Thome, and began to take up 
their quarters in the village of Marmelong ; and immediately on the 
return of the fpies at eight at night, Calliaud marched away with all 
that remained of his force, in filence, for fear of the enemy’s cavalry, 
and left fires to deceive them. Before the morning, they arrived at 
Vendaloor. The fugitive cavalry of the morning had run aw ay with 
fo much hurry, that they reached Chinglapett before noon. lo  rejoin 
them, as well as to get a fupply of ammunition, Calliaud continued 
his march the next day, and arrived there in the evening, w ben all 
the Sepoys, who had not inti rely deferted, were iikvwil.; afiembled.'
O f  the Europeans, i'even were killed dead, and 13 wounded. It w as not 
fo eafy to afeertain the lofs fuftained by the Sepoys; but by the repo, ts 
of tliofe who held out through the aft ion, it was computed thru fifty 
were killed on the lpot, and about 150 went brought away wounded.
The lofs of the enemy was not known, but fuppofed to be 50 Eu­
ropeans, and moft in proportion of the cavalry. T lie firing of the 
aftiem was heard in the fort, and fcveral parties at different times of 
the day were feen going towards the mount, and not a tew pa lank ui5 
and doolies letnrning from it with the wounded.

Notwithftandmg the draughts which had been made toi this at­
tack, the enemy’s fire on the fort continued with more vivacity than 
might have been exp^fted, although not lo frequent as the dry he- 
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1759. Fore, but both their fhot and fhells were directed againft the build- 
f  eb-Tar *nSs* The Shaftefbury was not ready to weigh and bear down upon 

the Briilol, at anchor in the road o f St. Thome, before the night 
doled, and in this. interval the Briftol employed all the boats which 
could be affembled in unloading her {lores, and for more difpatch ' 
put a part o f them on board o f the (loop which was in the road 
when {he arrived, and into the other from the black town, which had 
pafied and anchored near h er; neverthelefs {he had not difeharged 

' . half her cargo before night, and for fear o f the Shaftefbury fet fail, 
and was out o f reach before morning. It being fuppofed that the 
fervicc at the mount had drained the enemy’s polls to the fouthward 
o f  the fort, two companies o f Sepoys were detached in the afternoon, 
who proceeded as far as the governor’s garden, from whence they 
brought off l'ome ammunition, and in their return fet fire to the ga­
bions o f the battery near the bar, meeting no oppofition. The ene­
m y’s mortars continued lparingly through the night, bu as in the 
day again ft the houfes. Not a man or a gun was hurt in the fort 
during thefe 24 hours ; but the numbers o f the garrilbn were by this 
time fo much impaired by cafualties and ficknefs, that the grenadier 
company, which had hitherto been kept in referve, were obliged to 
furnilh a proportion to the guards o f the different pofts.

T he next day, which was the 10th, the enemy fired with four 
guns and one mortar from T ally ’s, three guns from the burying- 
ground, two from the Lor rain battery, and with two mortars at 
the fecond crochet: the guns at T ally ’s fired fmartly, but moft o f 
the {hot from hence, as well as the {hells from all the three mor­
tars, were, as the day effort, direded againft the buildings, which 
were much rent and fhattered. The mortars continued through the 
night, during which the garrifon began another embrafure in the 
fafeine battery on the beach, within the flow o f the f’urf; it was in­
tended to fvV'.t p the ft rand., along which the enemy might approach 
under cover o f the bank o f fand which forms the beach and flops the 
foa that has thrown it up. T h e gallery or mine at the falient angle 
was this day com pleated : it had been pufhed 90 feet from the coun­
ter-lcarp o f the ditch, which bro ’ght it under the enemy’s breach­

ing

T he W a r  op C o r o m a n d f l . BogIc a T 1



ing battery, when a Ihort return was made oh each hand from the 1759. 
end, and in a chamber at the end o f each return was laid a box, JrT'— ' 
containing 200 pounds of powder, to which the fauciflons were 
fixed. The gallery before the blind was fufficiently advanced to­
wards the fea-fide to crofs any approach under ground to the blind, 
and another branch was opened from this gallery ten fcet on the 
outfide of the eaft face of the covered way, parallel to which it was 
intended to prolong the branch to the north, in order to difcover 
and meet the enemy if  working under ground in this part. In the 
morning the Cuddalore (loop belonging to the Company returned 
into the road, which Ihe had left ten days before, having employed this 
time in regaining the distance Ihe had failed in one : orders were im­
mediately fent off to her by a catamaran ; in confcquence o f which 
Ihe bore down into the road o f St. Thome, and attacked the two 
final 1 veflels lying there, which had not yet landed all the Acres 
they had received from the Briftol. The veflels, after receiving a 
few Ihot, weighed and ran clofe to the furf, within 100 yards of the 
Ihore; the Cuddalore followed them as near as Ihe could, when a 
party of mulketry, with two field-pieces, carne to the flrand, and 
began to fire on her ; by which tire crew, who were all Lafcan, 
were fo much frightened, that they could hardly be prevailed on to 
Hand the deck : the mafter, therefore, bore away, and in the even­
ing anchored again before the fort. The fire of the day and night 
wounded two Europeans and one Sepoy, and difabled a 24 pounder 
on the demi baftion.

On the n t h  the enemy’s fire continued from the fame cannon 
and mortars as the day before, but more hrilklv. The Cuddalore 
Hoop bore down again in the morning upon the two veflels in the 
road o f St. Thome, and was again beat off" by the fame fire from the 
Ihore. The outward embrafure o f the fafcine battery in the furf 
was compleated, and pallifadoes flaked in front o f it : a range of 
trees were laid before the pallifadoes, and others along the Ihoulder 
o f the battery in the furf itlelf. The cafualties in the day and night 
were two Europeans and one Sepoy killed, and four Europeans and »

M ir  n 2 one
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'''^'T$9‘ onc SeP°y wounded 5 a twenty-four pounder was difabled on the 

v— v— * royal baftion.
February. 'j'fog pame £re continued on the 12th, but with more effedt, difabling 

fix guns. Before this time all the original parapet o f the n . e . baftion 
had been battered away; and fo much of the body o f the baftion itfelf 
crumbled, that the outfide o f the gabions and land-bags, which had 
been fubftituted on the rampart, did not extend beyond the ground 
which had been the line of the infide o f the original parapet; and in 
the afternoon of this day a Ihot from a twenty-four pounder on 
L ally ’s battery came quite through the gabions, and wounded a cen- 

• tinel in the baftion ; four other Europeans and one Sepoy were 
wounded, and two Europeans were killed, during thefe 24 hours.

A t three in the morning o f the 13th, a party from the enemy’ s 
trenches, conlifting o f 50 coffrees, advanced along the fea-fide from 
the ftockade, o f which they were in pofleffion, intending to ftorm and 
nail up the guns in the falcine battery. T hey were led by a ferjeant 
chofen for his bravery, with the promife of a commifiion if  the at­
tempt fucceeded. The party was difcovcred when within 30 yards 
o f the work, on which thdy halted, probably to form for the pufti, 
and in this Ihort interval received two rounds o f grapc-dhot from the 
embrafure next the breach, the execution o f which threw them into 

Tuch confufion, that they all ran back to the trenches, leaving feven 
dead, and the ferjeant desperately wounded. Upon this alarm, the 
drums beat to arms, and all the garrifon and inhabitants repaired to 
their.feveral pofts : and a fmart fire was kept up from the defences, 
and returned by tne enemy from the trenches, for fome time after 
the party was repulfed. T h e ferjeant crawled into the covered way, 
where he was taken up, told what he knew o f the enemy’s inten­
tions, and died before day-break. This day the enemy ceafed firing 
from the three guns in the Lorrain battery, by which the number 
o f their cannon was reduced to feven pieces; but the five in Lally’s 
fired very brilkly: their three mortars continued as before through 
the day, hut very fparingly during the night, which gave fufpicion 
that they were buly at work L their trenches', and before day-light

, v , • at
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to fpread and level tl - * - covered way,
whole detachment returned unmohlT ^  enemy’s the con-
having only two men - |g lt > U 'jU few {hells in the night,
tinued as the day before, but they threw J  had
during which they worked hard m rcplaung ^ the t„ .  
been ovevfct in the morn.ng, and endear oure J c, ,ollndel.

verfc from them towards the turf;  ™l t.u. d m- gaftio», con­
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1759. T hom e; and on their appearance 15 bailors which had been taken 
j,-ebiT. out of the Shaftflmry to ferve in the garrifon, with 30 more Eu­

ropeans, were fent on board with orders to Captain Inglifs to bear 
down, and attack thefe veflels. The decks of the Shaftfbury being 
.lumbered with goods, fhe did not get under fail until 1 x o’clock at 
night, and was too boon difeovered by the two veflels, which immedi­
ately got under way, and before day-break were too far to the foutli- 
ward.to be purfued. In thebe 24 hours two Europeans were killed, and 
5 wounded, but none of the Sepoys were hurt. A  twenty-four pounder, 
on the demi bafiion was fplit in the muzzle by one o f the enemy’s 
fliot. For feveral days a number of labourers, guarded by a party o f 
foldiers, with an officer, had been dibcerned from the ffeeple de- 
molifhing the governor’s garden-hoube, and in the afternoon o f this 
day they bet fire to the village o f Chipauk which flood at the back 
-of the garden, between the bar o f the river and the village of Trip- 
licane.

T h e next day, which was the 15th, the enemy’s fire was very 
brifk in the morning, from fix guns in L ally ’s, four at the burying- 
ground, and two in the Lorrain battery; but it decrealed in the 

■ afternoon, and at 5 o’clock they only fired from three in L ally ’s, 
and two at the burying-ground, and from neither o f the two in the 
Lorrain battery: the fire of their mortars likewife blackened. Several 
camels and many coolies were been palling from St. Thome acrofs 
Egmore plain to the Black town, loaded, it was buppobed, with am- 
mention ; but a much greater number of coolies with all kinds o f 
burthens palled from thence to the fouthward, which confirmed the 
intelligence of a fpy, that tire enemy were fending away their buper- 
fluous fiores and the remains of their booty to Pondicherry, and gave 
credit to the information of the deceafed fit rjeant, that they had de­
termined to raife the fiege. T h e/ fired very few fhells, and con­
tinued very quiet in their trencher during the n ig h t; but the garrifon 
fufpe&ing that they might be carrying on their gabions by the bea- 
fi.de, krpt up a fmart fire from the fafeine battery upon tire head of 
their fap until 2 o’clock in thn morning, when the moon gave fuf- 
ficicnt light to difeover that they were doing nothing there ; on

which
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' j j
which the firing ceafcd. A t the fame time, the enemy’s guard in i/S9* 
their battery on the crefl o f the glacis, which for fome days had jV r̂~7j. 
only been ufed as a lodgement for mu Ike try, perceived and fired upon 
a party o f Sepoys who were leveling the rubbifh at the foot of the 
demi baftion, which had-been beat down by the cannonade of the 
day. One o f the Sepoys was killed, on which the reft ran away, 
and no other of thele troops could be prevailed upon to continue the 
work, which was however compleated by a party o f Europeans. A  
fix-pounder in the fafeine battery was dilabled by one of the enemy’s 
(hot. T he cafualties in the 24 hours, were one Cotfree and one 
Sepoy killed, and one of each, with two Europeans, wounded, and 
lieutenant Hopkins loft his right arm by a cannon fhot. T w o 
letters were received this day from Major Calliaud, dated the n t h  
and 13th, advifing his intention to make a forced march fromChing- 
lapett, with the troops under his command, in hopes of furprizing 
the fort o f Sadrafs, o f which the French continued in pofleflion ; 
and requeuing that money and ammunition might be fent to him 
there, in confequence o f which the Cuddalore (loop was immediately 
•difpatched with 300 three-pound fhot, and 20,000 pagodas in money.
This fum compleated 70,000, which had been lent out o f the fort, 
fince in veiled, for the fupply o f the army abroad. Much more re­
mained in the company’s treafury, which was indebted for this 
affluence to the remittances from their acquifitions in B engal; but, 
had this fource failed, the wealth o f individuals coiledted within the 
fort would have been much more than fufficient to have anlwcred 
all the expellees incurred for its defence. Very different were the 
faculties and finances o f the enemy. The treafury o f the govern­
ment at Pondicherry was exhaufled, and individuals from their dif- 
trufl and deteflation of Mr. Lally would lend none to forward the 
public caufe, although their own ; and from violence and mif- 
management, the countries which had been reduced, and were the 
whole extent between Devi Cotab, Arcot, and Madrafs, had furnifhed 
neither revenues or other means adequate to the wants and con- 
fumption o f the enemy’s army employed in the liege, where the 
pay o f the common foldiers was at this time fix weeks in atrear, and

their
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, J - ,/  their other neceffities equally ill fupplied; who neverthelefs, not- 
vvithftanding the difcontented dilcourfes of their officers, ftill more 

February. dyhonourable becaul'e they had all got plunder, peflevered in their 
duty with unremitting Spirit and alacrity, and Mr. L ally Items to 
have refpe&ed their merit. But the Sepoys had neither the fame 
principles, nor received the fame encouragement, for he had always 
treated them, as all the natives in general, with the utmoft contempt 
and feverity, which they now revenged, juft as their (lender Cervices 
became moft important, by threatening to leave the army, if  they 
were not immediately paid ; and fpreading their example by their 
correspondence, 500, who had been pofted with a few Europeans in 
the fort of Tripaftbre, forced the gates, and marching out with their 
arms plundered the country, in order, as they laid, to colled their 
arrears. The news was brought to the black town a few hours after 
the event, on the 15th, and created much anxiety, becaufe all the 
provilions which the army received, came by Tripaftbre, and might 
be eafily diverted by thele malecontcnts. Few refrained from de­
claring that the liege ought to be immediately railed ; but Mr. hally, 
to maintain the lead of his own opinion, gave out that he would 
never quit the enterpnze, until he had tried tuc luccels of a general 
aflault, and talked as if  the hour was not far diftant.

T h e next morning, which was the 16th, the enemy’s cannon, 
although not increafed in number, fired with more vivacity than for 
many days before. A t 3 in the afternoon intelligence was brought 
Ivy a catamaran from Paliacat, that a (loop, which had juft anchoied 
there, had fpoke on tne pth of the month in the lat. of 14'’, with the 
ffiips from Bombay , from which the Shaftfbury had feparated ; and 
that they had been fecn on the 12th oft' Durafapatam, xoo miles to 
the north o f Madrafs. At 5 o’clock in the afternoon, the fix (hips 
were deferyed in the N. e . (landing towards the road ; neverthelefs 
the enemy’s fire continued with uncommon vivacity until funfet; 
and it being concluded, that, if  they had ever intended to make a 
general aflault, it would be attempted this night, before the rein­
forcements could be landed, every foldier and inhabitant in the gar- 
rilon capable o f Handing to his arms repaired to their refpe&ive polls,

and
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"a n d  as foon as it was dark a hot fire of mufketry from the north 1759. 
face of the defences was kept up on the enemy’s works, which 1'h—v— *
they returned with equal alacrity. A t ten at night the fhips, di- ^
reeled by lights held out in the fort, anchored in the road. The 
firing on fliore flill continued, and at 2 in the morning that from 
the enemy, in their lodgement, on the creft of the glacis, and in 
their ports and lap oppolite to the n . e. baftion and fafcine battery, 
although very ftrong before, grew rtronger than ever, but their fhot 
flew too hioh : it' began to flacken foon after, when the blaze of fires 
were perceived' in ,their trenches : at 3 all their annoyances ceafcd 
inti rely, after which no motions of men were any longer diftin- 
gu if heel ; but feveral large piles of wood in the rear of L ally ’s battery 
were leen in flames. The cafualtics fince the preceding morning to 
this time, were three Europeans and. one Sepoy wounded, and one 
Sepoy killed.

A t day-break the whole army were difeovered in full march from 
the weft fide o f the black town towards the Choultry Plain, and the 
greatertr part had already crofted the northern river.. They had pre- 
vioufty undermined the redoubt and powder-mill at Egmore ; and- 
at 9 o’clock a party left for the purpofe made the explolion, which 
intirely ruined both j thefe works had coft the Company 30,000 
pounds, and could not be reftored in a twelvemonth. The enemy 
were then perceived marching on to the mount. T he hurry o f then 
retreat faved the black town from the resolution which Mr. Lally 
had taken o f reducing it to allies, i f  compelled to raife the fiege.
By noon the troops in the fhips were all landed: they were,' in­
cluding officers, 600 men.

Joy and curiofity carried out every one to view and contemplate 
the works from which they had received fo much moleftation, for 
theenemy’s fire had continued 42 days. Thirty-three pieces o f cannon,.
18 or 24 pounders, were found in their ports and. works, o f which 
26 were dilabied; but feven were in their carriages, and both in good 
condition. Some fpare carriages were like wife left, and many 
cannot fhot, but no mortars, although feveral beds; and many mili­
tary floras, with quantities o f powder in cafks and flannel bags,
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J759- were found carelefsly *"eatter0A in tlie trenches.. They evacuated 
'— »— * San Thome, and whatever guards between this place and the fort

February. withdrawn at the fame time, that the army left the black town.
T h e garrifon, as foon as certified o f their departure, fent out parties 
to the, fouthward and to Egmore, who collefted 19 guns more, 
moftly iron three pounders : fo that the whole number which the 
enemy loft and left behind were 52 pieces oj cannon. Cue hun­
dred and fifty barrels o f good powder, and as many cafks o f damaged 
ammunition, were found in San Fhome. But the ftiongeft proof 
o f the hurry and confufion with which they raifed thefiege, wTas the 
neglect o f their fick and wounded, leaving 44 Europeans, (all who 
had not been fent away before) in their hofpital in the black town, 
with a letter from Mr. L ally, recommending them to the care of 
the Englifh governor: they were received and treated with the 
fame attentions, as i f  they had belonged to the garrifon, and moft of 
them afterwards recovered.

T h e fort fired during the fiege 26,554 rounds from their cannon, 
7,502 lhells from their mortars, and threw 1990 hand-grenades: 
the mufketry. expended 200,000 cartridges. In thefe fervices were 
ufed 1768 barrels of gun-powder. Thirty pieces of cannon and 
5 mortars had been dil mounted on the wTorks. .There remained in 
the fort, artillery fufficient for another fiege, with 30,767 cannon­
balls, but only 481 lhells, and 668 barrels of gun-powder. As 
many o f the enemy’s cannon-balls were gathered in their works, 
or about the defences of the fort, or found in wells and tanks in 
the black town, as the garrifon had expended. T he enemy con- 
lumed all the lhells of the two firft rates in the ftores o f Pondi­
cherry, and threw o f all forts 8000, o f which by far the greateft 
number were directed againft the buildings, all o f which lay to­
gether in half the area within the walls, in the cld town to the 
eaftward : and fcarce a houfe remained that was not opened to the 

heavens.
O f  the European officers, one major, Polier, two captains, fix 

lieutenants, and four enfigns, were killed: one captain and one lieu­
tenant died o f lick Dels: 14 other officers were wounded, o f whom 

j lbme

T he W ar or C o r o m a n d e l . Book iSLLj



' ’ - IP I
Si e g e  of F ort  St . G e o r g e . kjiju

fame dangeroufly; and four were taken prisoners: in all 33. O f  1759*
rank and file in the battalions o f Europeans, and o f the men be- ^
longing to the artillery, 198 were killed, 52 died in the hofpital, 20 ' * '
deferted, 122 were taken prifoners, and 167 were wounded ; in all 
579 ;-but many of the wounded recovered. O f  the lafcars, who 
were natives aflifting in the artillery, nine were killed, and 15 
wounded. O f  the Sepoys, including officers, 105 were killed, 217 
wounded, and 440 deferted. T h e lofs in Europeans was more than 
reinftated by the troops brought in the fhips.

T he governor Mr. Pigot, as foon as the enemy difappeared, re- 
linquifhed the fpecial authority which had been veiled in himfelf, 
to the ufual adminiftration o f the council, o f which he was prefident; 
and received their thanks for the good effedts of his refolution and 
activity during the fiege: he had vilited the works every day, en­
couraging the garrifon by his prefence, and rewarding thole ex- 
pofed to leverer fervices, with money. Provilions o f all kinds in 
abundance, and o f the bell condition, had been laid up, and as well 
as all the military {lores, were dillributed from the different ma­
gazines, under the direction o f the members o f the council, aflilled 
by the inferior fervants o f the company, whole habits o f bufmefs 
eltablilhed and continually preferved thefe details free o f all let and 
confulion. „ • J - p 1 »»

T h e Prelidency, as foon as re-ellahlilhed in its ufual forms, ac­
knowledged their fenfe o f the zeal and conllancy with which the 
garrifon had fuftained every danger and fatigue ; and no men ever 
better deferved this tellimony, for fcarce a murmur had been ut­
tered : all was emulation : A ll however acknowledged that the 
enemy^ in proportion to their numbers compared with the ftrength- 
o f the garrifon and works., had pufhed the attack with unremitting 
perfeverance and endeavour, and the enemy equally refpefted the 
feience and Ifeadinels o f the defence. Indeed moll of the principal 
officers o f the Company’s troops had been inured to lervice under their 
general Colonel Lawrence, whom they Hill regarded as their pre­
ceptor in the* liege : they were, Major Polier; the Captains Palcall,
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'175^'" Charles Campbell, Beaver, Richard Smith, Gurtler, de Beck,
Februar- Feeifhman, Vafierot, Black, Hume, Donald Campbell, Greig.

Every repair and additional work was executed with regularity 
and difpatch under the direction of Mr. Call the chief engineer, • 
although this was the firft liege, whether ofFenfive or defenlive, in 
which he had ferved. Captain Hiflop, who arrived with a company 
o f the King’s artillery-men, at the fame time as Adlercron’s regi­
ment, was the fenior officer in this branch ; he had ferved in Bergen- 
op-zoom. The Company’s artillery, which furniffied all the cannon 
and ammunition, was commanded by Captain Robert Barker : even 
the enemy acknowledged that ' lie promptitude and execution of the 
lire from the fort was fuperior to their own : whatfoever guns or 
mortars were difabled on the defences, were immediately replaced 
by others prepared in ilore : Colonel Draper and Major Brercton 
were of the King’s troops : fo that no town was ever attacked, which 
had in proportion to the garrifon fuch a number of excellent and ex­
perienced officers. T h e exertions o f Major Calliaud and Captain 
Prejfton were equal in the field. Thus every officer of diffindtion on 
the eftabliffiment o f Coromandel was employed in the defence of 
Madrafs, excepting Captain Jofeph Smith, to whom was committed 
the prefervation o f the next important objedt, Tritchinopoly, in 
which the French prifoners out-numbered five to one the invalid 
Europeans o f his garrifon.

In the evening, after the enemy retreated, came in Vaflerot and 
the ten troopers with intelligence from Calliaud. This officer 
marched from Chh.glapett on the 13th, but milled by the guides 
did not arrive at Sadrafs, as he intended the next night, but the 
morning after ; when the Dutch rdidents, although remaining in the 
town only on fufferance from the French, who were in pofleffion o f 
fheir fort, protefted againft his entrance with hoffile appearance 
on the territory belonging to the Dutch company. A t the fame 
time a party o f French troops, which were halting there in their 
way from Pondicherry to join Mr. T ally , went into the fort, and 
this reinforcement rendered the attempt impradticable excepting by 
a regular attack, to which the artillery with Calliaud was ho*

5 adequate.
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adequate. He neverthelefs remained to inveft the fort, and foon 1759. 
after intercepted a letter from Mr. Lally to Mr. Delevrit, dated theX " i r *  * Col Ua* } <.
14th, written in the bittereft terms ot reproach and refentment, 
imputing the failure of Iris attempt again ft Madrafs, which he then 
law inevitable, to the iniquities and treachery of the government of 
Pondicherry, denouncing, that if  this place fihould el’cape the ven­
geance it merited of fire from heaven, nothing could preferve it long 
from deftfu&ion by the fire o f the Englifli.

T h e lofs of men fuftained by the French army is no where ac­
quired; they were 2700 firelocks when they advanced from Conje- 
veram ; and Mr. Lally, in the intercepted letter, lays, that he had 
ftill 2000 Europeans; the Sepoys with him were not more than 
1000, for feveral detachments were abroad. The lofs of the cannon 
and ammunition which had been left or thrown away, he imputed 
to the want o f ferviceable bullocks, and this deficiency to the ra­
pacity o f the contractors leagued with the council of Pondicherry 
His army marched away in rags, and without provifionS, but, having 
gun-powder and horle, exacted them, and continued their rout to 
Arcot. Advices o f their retreat had been lent oft to Calhaud as 
foon as they difappeared, who immediately on the information 
detached Mahomed Ifloof with 1200 Sepoys from Sadrafs, to re­
inforce Chinglapett, left the French army Ihould inveft this place; • 
the Sepoys by a forced march arrived before the enemy could have 
intercepted them, if  fuch had been their Intention: the next day 
Major Calliaud, with the remaining fix companies o f Sepoys, and all 
the cavalry, Abduhvahab at the head o f his own, came into Madrafs.
Thus ended this liege, without doubt the molt ftrenuous and regular 
that had ever been carried on in India; and we have detailed it, in 
hopes that it may remain an example and incitement.

E n d  o f  th e  T e n t h  B o o k .

• -V BOOK



iffi •
p

b o o k  XI.

N O T  only the Carnatic and Its dependencies, but all the adja- J 75> , 
cent powers, had fixed.their attention, with various hope and pcbruary. 

anxiety on the fiege o f Madrafs, as ail event, which fooner or later 
muft greatly affeft their refpeftive views and mterefts. It was be­
lieved and iuftly, that much and extenfive reputation would be ac­
quired’ bv the defence ; but as this advantage would loon be loft ft
the adjacent territory were not recovered and proteaed, it was re-
foived to take the field without delay. W ith  the reinforcement
brought in the (l.ips, there were in the town when the fiege was 
raifed, o f all ranks, 1 900 eftimated Europeans, including 90 1 opafies 
and 60 Coffees, inferred in the different companies : of this number 
1 too rank and file were fit for immediate d u ty; and this force was 
fufficient to face the French army. Neverthelefs, the vigour 0 the 
determination exceeded the means : many carnages foi the \  y  
and {lores were to be prepared, and the artificers1 being moftly native s 
were few, and had much other work .0 do : draught and carnage 
bullocks were to be provided, and the ravages o f the
none in the country; provifions were equally fca rce je iftv e ra tic^  

however, continued. CKnglapett being fcenred. the f
troops with Mahomed Ifoof, tliehorfe with Abdulwahab, ami 
fair wiffr M ay- Calliaud by Tondiman and Tanjot^ encamps! on 
the* choultry n fin . where they were joined day by day by 
T  ei-opeans o f the garri&n ; but the whole were not ready to move ^

, ; ; ; W q e t h e  6 th of March, and in this interval amved two more arm ,
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panies o f Draper’s regiment, which the fhips they came in from 
* England had carried to Bengal in the latter feafon of the laft year, 

and they were now returned to the con if. The whole force which 
now took the field were 1156 Europeans, rank and file, including 
the artillery men, with 10 field-pieces, o f which two were 12 
pounders, 1570 Sepoys, 1120 Colleries, and 1956 horfe. On 
news o f their approach, Mr. Lally moved back from Arcot with the 
main body of his troops, and took polf at Conjeveram, where the 
advantages o f the fituation left them nothing to fear from an inferior 
force; and, his health being much impaired, he went away to Pon ­
dicherry on the 6th, leaving the command to Mr. Soupire, with 
orders not to rifque a general battle ; but to wait the attack. The 
defeats o f equipments Bill retarded the progrefs of the Englifh army, 
and it was the 18th before they arrived at Paupa Braminy’s Choultry, 
within feven miles o f Conjeveram. On the laft march, Mahomed 
Jfloof, with fome horfe, advancing before the line, met fame of the 
enemy’s European cavalry, who, though much inferior in number, 
flood a fkirmifh with the foremoif o f his ; and were driven back, 
with the lofs o f an officer and two horles killed. On the 3d, Cap­
tain Prcffoii ac Chinglapett, hearing there was but a flight force in 
the fort o f Canuigoly, had detached Lieutenant Airy, with feven 
companies o f Sepoys, tofurprize it; but they took a panic under 
the walls, not to be recovered by the bravery of their officer, 
whiclv encouraged the garrifon to lally, who killed 25 o f them in 
their flight.

W hilft the army was before Conjeveram, letters were received from- 
Colonel Forde, who was let down before Mafulipatam, defpairtng of 
lucccfs, unlefs he were reinforced with men and fupplied with money. 
By this time, it was found that all the refourees of the prefidency were 
inadequate to the expence of keeping the arn y in the field, and no pro­
bability appeared o f gaining a decifive advantage over the enemy. T h e1 
Preiidency therefore inclined to bring the troop . into cantonments, and 
to fend 200 men to Colonel Forde. Colonel T ~'v; .'°n re, although 
convinced of the imprudence o f attacking the enerrm in the no/ts 
they occupied at Conjeveram, was equally perfuaded o f the evil eon-

fequences
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^ ^ r o e n c e s o f  retreating before them, and came ,o Madrid's on the

-6th to diffnade the Council, either from dimrmfluug then force, Kcw y .  
: f t m  withdrawing it into garrifon ; and h t s ^ W c ^ e d ;
He then declared tire inability, to winch the im put'd « * » ? »
health had reduced him, of continuing ... the command of - ,
and received the higheft regrets and encomiums ot hie eminent 
vices crowned by exertions much beyond Ins age, in the defence m 
Madtafs. The command then devolved to 1 deutenant-Colonel Draper, 
who was likewife too ill to accept it, and loon after embaiket tor 
E ’ land • bn which it fell to Major Brroton, the nex officer in the 
king’s regiment, and Major Calliaud tuccce.de.! Co-onel Lawrence m 
the diftina command of the Company’s troops. _ F ,

Nazeabullah, the Nabob’s brother, bad accompanied the t  ench
to Madrafs, and remained feme days with them m the black 

- t0wn; when his own affairs, his doubts ot the luccefs of the fiege,
H  the reprefentations and example of his brother, Abdulwahab, 
who was joining the Englilh troops in the held, indued lim 
to return to Nefore, which Mr. Lally having derived no advantage 

his prefence or endeavours permitted without reluctance.
Still however, holding fair to the French, he retained a lew ot 
iheir E u r o p e a n s ,  and 200 o f  their Sepoys; but as loon as he he.ud 
that the fiege was railed, he refolved to declare mtirely for the 
Englilh, and blackened his zeal, by putting to death all th eT a .
Europeans, excepting their officer, Sain, Denys. It is not known 
whether they attempted refinance; but the Sepoys laid down-,hen 
arms and were ouietlv turned out of the fort. With the advices
of this deed, he profered to pay 30,000 pagodas a. J « r ^  £  
fidency would confirm him in the government ot Neloic, andi 
d S  ; and, as no revenue, excepting from In-
beexpeaedfenphatpaitofthecoim tty.jn .  ̂ _J| he fcnt the

gained the fiipenonty, ms teitna - 1 the armv
French officer to Mad tafs. Abdulwahab continued v. h ,
and his ft..ices were rewarded by a confirmation o f t .^  f  ™
OV ’ ■ rvand Chitore. The three greater Polv gars to tin.Chcu'-.v.^u^ry ana vmiu tv north*
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*759. northward, Bangar-yatchum, Bomrauze, and Damerlah Venkytap- 
'— J —* pah, wrote letters of congratulation, althougn they had given no 
JVIarch* affillance during the fiege: they were ordered to guard their own 

hills, and affift Chandergherry and Chittore, if  attacked. The mi­
nor Polygars nearer Madrafs were frightened, in expectation of pu- 
nifhment for the robberies they had committed in the Englifh 
diftrias during the diftreffes of the fiege; but their delinquency 
was overlooked, and they were told to aflift the forts of Pon- 
damelee and Tripaffore, into which garrifons of Sepoys had been 
fent, as foon as they were abandoned by the enemy in their retreat 
to Arcot.

Even the cautious Mortizally of Velore congratulated the Prefi- 
dency on the repulfe of the fiege. 1 he body of Moiattoes, w ith Go- 
paul Row, who had in the preceding year warred and gained the 
half of Cudapah, and to whom proffers had been made for their af- 
fiftance, remained at the paffes of Damalcherry, waiting the event: 
and as foon as the French retreated, Gopaul Row claimed 12 lacks 
of rupees, alledging that he had neglefted other concerns of greater 
confequence, in expectation of the ultimate fummons of the prefi- 
dencv, and that the dread of his troops had obliged the French to 
raife the fiege. It was known that he had equally been offering his 
affiftance to the French, and the prefidency recommended to him, to 
cut their army to pieces before they reached Pondicherry, and then he 
fltould have the money. He replied, in feveral letters, fraught with 
infinuations of the rnifehief he intended to bring on the Englifh, as 
well at Bombay, as in the Carnatic ; and fent 500 of his Morat- 
toes to join the French army; but Mr. Deleyrit, the governor of 
Pondicherry, advifed Mr. Lally not to entertain them, bccauie they 
would not fail to plunder with greater detriment in the french dil- 
trifls, as more extenfive, than in thofe whidh the Englifh had reco­
vered. They were dilinifled with compliments and a fin'd! prefent, 
on which Gopaul Row to compenfate and re rcnge'he Jifappoint­
ment, fent a detachment round the hills, which rock poffeffion of 
the town and pagoda of Triperty, intending to collet? iL  .'uts 
of the apptoacliing feaft in April, which the French government 

. _ ' expected

T h e  W a r  of  C o r o m a n d e l . B o o k ^ L



Va J § 3 ^ -X I . T anj ore . TniTcniNOROLY. H F i
to receive. Tins detachment in their way lummoned the J759^

three northern Polygars as friends to the English, to pay their ili.no., March,
of the chout, or tribute, which Gopaul Row had demanded, and
had not time to exaft in the preceding year.

The king of Tanjore fired guns, and congratulated on the fortune 
and prqwefs of Madrafs ; and, the Prefidency encouraged by his pro- 
feffions, propofed to him toaffift them in a plan to iurpnfe the fort of 
Karical, when the fquadron fhould arrive on the coaft : to winch he 
anfwered, that thelaft hoftilitics of the French had ruined his coun­
try, and that the crop at prelent on the ground would hkewiie be de- 
ftroyed, if difturbances were renewed : but that, as the Englifh had 
beat off the French army from Madrafs, they ihould immediately 
drive them out of Pondicherry, when Karical would fall of conrie.
He was then requeued to let beeves be purchafed in his country as pro- 
vifions for the lquadron ; which the ftriftnefs of his religion regarded 
as an abomination, nor would he fuffer the interpreter to go on m
reading the letter, written to him on this fubject. .

The Nabob, ever fince his arrival at Tritchinopoly, had continued 
Tick. His dilbrder was a jaundice, produced by excels of vexation at 
the late humiliations of his fortune : the repulie of the French attack 
o n  Madrafs conduced not a little to the recovery of Ins health ; but 
his mind retained much follicitude for every future contingency.
However, the vigilance of Captain Jofeph Smith had preferred 
the diftrias dependant on the city in peace and cultivation, and 
their revenues were more than fufficient to defray the neceflary 
expences of the garrifon, as well as of the Nabob’s family. -The 
great number of French prifoners in the city, who wcr<r 500, 
whilft the European force in the garrifon did not exceed 70 men, 
had been an objett of conftant anxiety, and plots were conti­
nually difeovered of their intentions to break out or their dun­
geons : which obliged Captain Smith to confirc them with the ut- 
moft feverity. The Rheddi of Terriore, whom he had driven out 
of that tow- ar,\ Jiff rift in the month of July of the preceding year, 
wenr.q1; iv iv:«n thofe who elcaped with him, to the ooideiy ot t k 
Mylore country, where he was, at didretent times, joined bv lurh t»
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J1~59* were difaffedted to the other Rheddi, who had been reftored in his
March! ^ead. They fometimes made plundering excurfions into the coun­

try between Terriore and Utatore; but attempted nothing of confe- 
quence. However, their numbers encreafed; and they kept up a 
correfpondeuce with feveral of the principal men who continued 
to refide with the-'Rheddi in Terriore. When Mahomed Ifloof 
inarched away in November to the relief of Madrafs, the garrifon of 
Tritchinopoly could not fpare the number of Sepoys fieceflkry to 
compleat his command, and three of the five companies which had 
been left in Tepriore, were recalled to make up the deficiency. As 
foon as they were gone, the expelled Rheddi, with his troops, who 
were waiting to retake the place, arrived before they were difcovered 
at the barrier of the wood, where fome of the remaining Sepoys were 
Rationed; but the reft of the guard had been feduced, and in- 
ftead of affifting the Sepoys, turned their arms upon them, and 
delivered up the barrier to the enemy, who marched on, and 
advanced to the town without interruption, fending fo much 
terror before them, that the Rheddi within, with his troops, and 
the inhabitants, that adhered to him, ran away into the wood 
and hills, leaving the Englifh ferjeant with the Sepoys, to defend 
themfelves as they could. The ferjeant took poflefiion of the palace, 
which was an extenfive building ; but the enemy furrounded it in 
the houfes on all fides, that not a man could apppear who was not 
expofed to their fire, which obliged the ferjeant to capitulate, and he 
eafily obtained permiffion to march away to Tritchinopoly, with their 
arms, and whatever elfe they chofe to carry. Captain Jofeph Smith 
had received fome intelligence of the intention to attack the place, 
and had detached fome troops to reinforce it, but it was loft before 
they arrived at the wood. This event happened in the end of No­
vember. In the next month, Hufleia Cawn, who bad been driven 
in the month of July from Seringham by a detatchment from Trit­
chinopoly, returned from Pondicherry with .ome Sepoys and two 
field-pieces, and took poft at Utatore, intending again to advance to 
the ifland, and retake the pagoda; but Captain Smith lent a party 
from the garrifon, under the command of Captain Blake, who did

not
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not fuffer them to reft until they took refuge in the My fore conn- 1759.
'■ ry, where they remained, propofing fchemes, and foliating aflift- 
ance ; but meeting little encouragement from this government, Hul- 
fein Cawn offered to join the Rheddi, who had retaken Teirioie, 
in making incurfions into the Nabob’s country: but the Rheddi, 
making a merit of refraining from the mifchief in his power, proffered 
money&and regular terms of fubmiffion to the Nabob,̂  who, for the 
fake of the money, and to fave the expence of defending the diftant 
villages, accepted his obedience, and confirmed him in the govern­
ment; in which this was his fourth inftallation, and the other 
Rheddi had loft and refumed it as often.

The countries of Madura and Tinivelly had relapfed into their 
former ftate of anarchy and confufion, after Mahomed Ifloof, with fo 
lame a part of his force, was recalled out of them in the month of 
July. All that the feven companies of Sepoys left in the city of 
Madura could do, was to colled from the country provifions fuffi- 
cient for their fubfiftance. The incurfions of the Nattam collenes 
from the north, and of thofe under the Polygars along the hills to 
the weft, ruined p- appropriated whatfoever cultivation or revenue 
arofe in the diftri&s at a diftance from the city. To the fouthward,
‘n the Tinivelly country matters were much, worle. Maphuze Cawn 
forgot all his former profeffions of reconciliation, united more firmly 
than ever, and took up his refidence with the Puhtaver, who led 
the weftern Polvgars; and Catabominaig, with Etiaporum, who- 
were the heads of the weftern, concluding from the luperiority of 
t h e  F r e n c h  in the Carnatic, that the affairs of the Nabob'and the 
Englifh would never recover, feized whatfoever country lay conve­
nient for them : nor did the five companies of Sepoys left 111 the lort 
of Palamcotah, and bereft of all alliance, venture any oppotition to 
their encroachn or $v-.a to maintain the town of Tmivelly; of 

* which Maphuj e Khan did the Pulitaver once again took potkflion.
The Sepoys contented t temfelves with preferving Palamcotah, where 
they were often obligee to defend the walls againft the IkirrtUlhes or 
the Pulitaver’s cof Cries, which confumcd their ammunition ; am , 
as none of their letters rttrhed the Carnatic, or even 1  ritchmopo y,

till;/ 
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they wrote by the hand of a Topafs,. a letter to Anjengo,' which is 
■ -*— - tpe fouthem o f the Englifh faftories on the coaft of Malabar, re­

queuing fupplies; but the Topafs writing what he thought Englift , 
the letter was lo unintelligible, that the factory neither underftood 
from whence or whom it came, nor what they wanted. At length, 
letters from Mahomed jfloof procured them credit, which enabled 
them to purchafe provifmn, and even to get lead and gunpowder 
from the fea-coaft in the bay of Tutacorin. It was very fortunate, 
that the fidelity o f the Sepoys m Madura and Palamcotan continued 
unflnke.ii ; for had either o f thefe fortrefles been betrayed, no means 
remained o f retaking them ; and the ceffion- o f Madura might have 
purchased Hydcrally, the Myfore general, to join the French, who 
at this very time had an officer of diflinaion treating with him at

Seringapatam.
The repulfe of the French from Madrafs had lncieafed the dangei 

o f lofing thefe countries, fince the French, being no longer under the 
ncceflity o f keeping their whole force collc.aed in one point, might, 
f i l l  leaving Sufficient to oppofc the Engln 1 army in the field, detach 
the reft to other objefts. The partizan Lam1' at was moving with 
his living troops from Pondicherry to the w efw atd ; and danger 
to the" city o f Madura might accrue even from Hufleiu Cawn, it 
he fhould get a body of Myforeans to accompany him from Dmdigul.
On tiiele confidcrations, the Prefidency reiolved to lend Mahomed 
Iffhof back into thefe countries, and to accept his offer of renting 
Madura and Tinivclly, together, at the rate of five lacks o f rupees 
fm- the eufuing year, clear o f all charges, excepting what might 
a rife from the neceffity of defending them either againft the trend), 
the Myforeans, or Morattoes. T h e Nabob had, ever fince the firft 
appointment of Mahomed Ifloof to conduft the war in thefe coun­
tries, regarded him with lufpicion and mfion, and infilled that they 
fhould Ik left to his own dilpofal and cou'mul ; al hough he had 
not in his whole dependence, a relation or offic r of m iltary rcfolutwn 
and experience fufficient to maintain them in this time ui nuuemcy.

Tin French and Englifh armies continued alipfft in light of each
other for two and twenty days; the one vvftung to be attacked, m

their
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^ S p l b  at Ccnjeveram, the other, a general aflion in the open ^
, -,i„ and neither was feduced to give the advantage which the 
otTer defired. Moft of the diftrifts to the fouth of the Paltar were 
under either the proteffion or jurifdiaion of the French govern­
ment ' and as other defiances had failed. Major Brereton refolved to 
march into them, as the likelieft means of bringing the enemy to 

Mtde 0r at lead of obliging them to quit Conjeveram, when 
fome opportunity might arife of retaking this place, without 
which even the S h ift*  already recovered as far as the Englilh 
"  had advanced could not be proteded, unlefs by their con­
tinuance in the field, and In this part of the country. Accordingly, 
l e army moved on the I ft of April from their encampment at Papa 

Bramhry-s Choultry ; on the 6th, they arrived, and took poflefiion 
of the pettah of Vandivafh, in which they began to open ground 
° iVthe fort and lent to Madrafs for two pieces of battering 
again detachment fent by captain Prefton from Chinglaperr
“ v t t  g - d  a« Outramalore, of which place he took pot- 
r ir to {’ecure the line of communication with \ andiwafti.
“  r l m i p i -  neithe- gave any interruption to the Eng army

, 1 .^ rrh iup- away, nor followed them. Mr. Tally had
“? S Z  hbr to rifquc nothing, and the French army had tin tome 
T  " i t  n reduced to great diltrefs for want both ot money and pro- 
T n s  Thefiege of Madrafs had exhaufted the trealnry of 1 on-.
V T rV and its revenues Were anticipated by mortgages tor loans, 
dicheriy, . collefted from the country between Con-
a„d what ' " f o o t e d  in the camp, tcarce.y turnillvd the 
jeveram and. ■ > inhabitants of the neighbouring villages

TTT'hS S h  paid punauady, and a, better prices, evaded 
finding that the g P t0 the French camp. 1 no
as much as poflibk t - . - \ uiied the detriment *vluch

T nter 1  1  h S a S  Gopr.nl Row, hinder
their lands-had fu d (cuffing their accounts.
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h%S9- veram 300 Sepoys and 100 horfe, under the command o f Murza fa- 
!)eS> who liacI d:felted from the Englifh a h'ttle before the fiege o f  
Madial-.. _i he renters at Arcot fufnifhed Mr, Soupires money r id 
provilions for eight days, and he extended his troops in different 
parties between Arcot and Trivatore, which is iituated zo  miles s.w. 
in the high road from thence to Vandiwafh.

Mr. Laily, as loon as he heard that the Englifh army was before 
Vandiwafh, immediately came out of Pondicherry with 300 Eu­
ropeans, ordering Mr. Soupires to meet him with the main body at 
Ciiittapet ; where they arrived on the 14th. Trivatore is farther 
from Ciiittapet, than it is from Vandiwafh. The nearer road from 
Vandiwafh to Conjeveram is not good ; but from Vandiwafh to 
Trivatore, and hence to Conjeveram excellent, and o f quicker 
difpatch, although by the large angle it makes feveral miles more. 
Major Brereton was informed in the evening o f the 13th o f the march 
o f the French army with Soupires, and that the whole had paffed 
Trivatore; on which he decamped in the night from Vandiwafh. 
and, by a forced march, arrived the m xt day at Trivatore, which 
he found abandoned, and blew up one iA the baftions; and con­
tinuing the fame ftrefs o f march, they arrived, on the evening o f 
the 15th, near Conjeveram. Several letters had paffed with Murza- 
fabeg, who pretended to be willing to betray his trurt, but afkcd fuch 
terms as proved, that he only wanted to gain time until the French 
army could come to his relief; on which Colonel Monfon, with the 
advanced divifion, inverted the pagoda in the evening, which it was" 
determined to rtorn the next morning. Murzafabeg no longer dirtem- 
bled, but kept up a briik fire o f mufketry through the night ; by 
which feveral, and Colonel Monfon himfelf, was wounded.

T h e gateway o f the pagoda at Conjeveram is ipacious and lofty, and 
the tower over it one o f the largert and higheft in the Carnatic. It 
rtands in the middle o f the wertern wall, <md f  outs t.’ c principal rtrect 
of the town, which is very broad ; but the :e is an area between, of 
the fame breadth as the wall o f the pagod *, and 30^ ynrrfe r.crofs. 
There were no gates fixed in the gateway; and to cover the entrance, 
the French had thrown up a ravelin before it in barbette, on which,

a*
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ns well as on the fmall towers at each angle of the pagoj, were 1 7 5 9 ^  

mounted guns, but old, and of little femce; «io AP:iL
bamboos for fmall parties of mulketry were raileda - S  -  J w t  

. parts of the wall within. There was m the . area u it b o u t «tU ge 
choultry, with the back to the pagoda, about 200 yards L o n  
gateway, but a little to the right. Near this choultry as go d 
c-over, ‘the troops threw up a ramp in the night and early m uw 
morning began to fire over it againft the ravelin from then tern
twelve-pounders, which the enemy returned with all tneir means, 
but with little execution; only wounding Major' Biereton %  
and two or three of the gunners. By eight o clock the earth 
‘the ravelin appeared fufficiently beaten down, and the troops marched 
,0 thtakacM ed by Major Caffiaud a. the head of the grena, e«
Few of the defenders waited the aflault hand to hand, b. t After 
p-iving their fire, ran into the pagoda. The officers, fhmuLitc y  

'  an intemperate rivality of danger, got firft over the ravelin, and 
began as the men came, to form them for the attack of the gate 
wa§v in the middle of wh:ch the enemy had laid a large ola non gun 
on'l* s of wood; ard within were two lines of Sepoys difpofcd 111 

an|le  for the advantage of a crofs-fire on the entrance. In a 
irS , D or ,Q men, of whom much too many were officers, were

crowded together within the ravelin, when the enemy fired their 
which they had treble loaded with powder, and to the muzzle ■

S  ^ u te -b  ils h d  bits of ragged iron The pcefs of the « -  Y foT and the thick black fmoke which arofe from it, gave the- 
y , °  f ’a m;ne nor was the efteft much lels, it killed eight men 
e t  the foot and wounded ten. Of the killed were Captains Stewart 
“  a Bannatyne, Lieutenant Elliot and Enf.gu Hunter i of the

T h  ptiied b ' t,lis\ ; .o c k , that they flood awhile before they 
formed â ain to the alack; during which, they luckily fullered 
very little f.uin the mulketry within. By tlm time,, a jwty «f 
Sepoy - led by Mahomed Iflbof and Lieutenant Atry.'hadU an I 
over ihe oppofi.e wall of the pagoda and appeared »  the teat^f 
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tliofe who were defending the gateway; and, on their fhout, the 
troops at the gate.rufhed in, and in a minute the whole garrifor 
was between two fires, at mercy, every man for himfelf begging 
quarter; which was given with more humanity than ufual on fuch 
exafperation. After all was quiet, Murzafabeg furrendered himfelf, 
out o f one o f the chapels into which he had retired, to fome o f the 
Sepoys ; but, as they were conducting him to Major Brereton, Ma­
homed Jflbof met them, knew the prifoner, and faying, “  Thefe are 
“  the terms to be kept with a traitor,”  with one Rroke o f his 
feymetar, almoR fevered his head from his body. The news of this 
fuccefs was received at Madrafs the next day, on which likewise 
arrived advices of no little importance from Colonel Forde.

^1758. T h e Rajah Anunderawze had fo little fenfe o f the advantages 
which might have enfued by prefling on the French immediately 
after their defeat at Peddipore, that he did not come up with his 
troops to Rajahmundrum, where Colonel Forde with the Englifh 
forces were waiting for him, until the iG"h o f December, which was 
ten days after the battle, although the dni._-’ oe is only 40 miles. 
Anunderawze had promifed to make the firR payment o f his treaty,, 
as foon ns he fhould be put in poflTeflion o f the fort o f Rajahmundrum; 
and, in confidence o f his word, Colonel Forde had lent him 20,000 
rupees, before lie marched with the Englifh from Caflimcotah. This 
lum, with a fupply to the factory at Vizagapatam, and the expences 
o f the field, had abforbed all the money which came from Bengal; 
and Colonel Forde had nothing but the Rajah’s promiles to anfwer 
the pay o f the troops for the month of December. However, Rill 
relying on them, lie eroded the Godaveri on the 23d, flill hoping to 
appear before Mafulipatam before the French had recovered the Run 
of their late defeat: but the Rajah L.il'ber fo lF "red with his army, 
nor fent any money ; and, as it would N, been ain to have at­
tempted even the march without both, Coljnel Foide, with much 
vexation and refentment, recrofled the rivei with all the troops on 
the 26th. T he Rajah imagined they were returning to punilh him, 
and, in this fright, fled immediately to the hills which Ikirt the

province
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^ ^ ^ rovin ce about twenty miles to the North of the city; and Colonel 1759.
Forde, for the convenience of a nearer communication with Vizaga-” i l l  • 1 /iprii.
p tam, marched two days back, and encamped at Peddapore, which,.
with a name very nearly the fame, is a fort ten miles to the weft 
of that which has defignated his victory. Mr. Andrews immediately 
fent him 20,000 rupees from Vizagapatam, and on the 13th of Ja- Jamary. 
nuary came himfelf to the camp ; from whence he went into the 
hills, and reached the Rajah on the 15th, whofe fears of the Colonel, 
and averfion to furnifh any money, continued as ftrong as ever, in-, 
fornuch that he feerned no longer folicitous about the fucccfs ofthe 
expedition. His condud was the more perplexing, becaufe the news 
that the French were befieging Madrafs had flopped the Englifh 
credit in thefe provinces, which the Rajah’s name alone could im­
mediately reftore; and if  his troops did not march, others mull be 
hired, for which no money could be found. The dilemma induced 

■ Mr. Andrews to alter the treaty he had made fome time before, and to 
agree, “  that whatfoever films the Rajah might furnifh fhould be con- 

fidered as a loan ; and tha' the revenues of all the countries which 
“  might be reduced on other fide of the Godavery, excepting fuch 
“  as belonged t.6 me French either by eftablifhmcnf, or grant in 
*  propriety, fhould be equally divided between him and the Englifh.”
W ith thefe conditions Mr. Andrews brought him back to the camp 
on the 18th : and it was agreed to march on to Mafulipatam ; but 
it took feven days more in bargains for exchange with the fh raffs 
before he furnifhed only 6000 rupees in ready money, and bills at 
ten days for 60,000 more. At length the armies moved from Ped­
dapore on the 28th, after fifty days had been loft, of which the firft 
twenty diligently employed would probably have accomplifhed all the 
purpofes of the expedition, which now appeared of much more diffi­
cult execution, as the enemy Regained full time to recoiled them- 
felves : nor had the delay the fmalleft plea o f neceffity; for the Rajah 
might with as little inconvenience have done at fijft what lie un­
willingly complied with ; t laft ; although the expedition had been 
undertaken from a reliance on his promifes, warranted by the earneft- 
neft of his follicitapons.
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*7 5 ?b ‘I he Hardwicke and the two (loops, which had been difpatched 
v-p-' from yizagapatam on the i 2th o f December, anchored the next 

janua’y. day in the road o f Yanam, which lies on the eaftern mouth o f th *.
Godaveri, where the agents of the French factory, on news of the 
defeat at Peddipore, had embarked their effects and themfelves in a 
fnow, which had not got out of the river when the Hardwicke ar­
rived; and they furrendered to her longboat without refinance. Some 
days after, the veffels failed down to Mafulipatam, and cruized be­
tween this place and Narfipore on the weftern arm o f the Godaveri, 

February. until the 9th o f February, when they fixed their ftation in Mafu- 
lipatam road, waiting for the arrival o f the army ; but weighing oc- 
cafionally to bring veflels to, that w7ere paffing in the offing, o f  
which they intercepted feveral laden with rice for Pondicherry, and 
the French army before Madrafs.

T h e Engliffi army arrived on the 6th o f February at Elore ; but, 
to prevent another quarrel, Colonel Forde had been obliged to let 
the Rajah march as he lifted, employing his troops to the right and 
left, in levying contributions, on promife, however, o f rejoining him 
foon at Elore, This place, otherwife cali^d**Yalore, is fituated <;a 
milts s. w. o f Raj ah muii drum, and nearly 40 n. o f Mafulipatam. 
It is the capital of a province, or phoufdarry, of no great extent, and 
one o f the four obtained from Salabadjing by Mr. Bufly. It has 
been very little known to the Engliffi, and never frequented by them 
fince they withdrew their factory from Mafulipatam in the laft 
century. T he town is extenfive, and in the middle o f it is a very 
large fort, in which the French ufed to keep a garrifon moftly o f 
black troops ; but the Marquis de Conflans had taken them away 
with him, as he was palling on to Mafulipatam, where he had de­
termined to make his ft' .id. T h e long delay o f the Engliffi troops- 
in following him feemed to have h., pi red him with a little refo- 
lution : for with ffime o f the troops whicn had^oined him after th e  
defeat o f Peddipore, and the garrifon s o f E ore and Rajahmundrum, 
he formed a body o f 200 Europeans, wiffi four field-pieces* and' 
2000 Sepoys, which he called his army of obfervatioiT; bu. they 
did not venture within lefs than thirty miles o f Elore, and E  ot

moving
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moving to the W eft o f Mafulipatam, collefting or extorting tributes. 1759. 
Colonel Forde, whilft waiting for the Rajah and his troops, detached 
Captain Knox, with the firft battalion of Sepoys, to reduce the February*,- 
French faftory at Narlipore, where by this time the garrifon, by 
the arrival of ftragglers from the late defeat, was augmented to 100 
Europeans, and 3 or 400 Sepoys. Narfipore {bands 20 miles to the 
s. E. o f Elore. Letters were previoufly font to the Indian Zemindar 
of the diftridt, threatening the deftruftion of his country, if he 
gave the French any affiftance, but offeiing him alliance if he 
would join the Englifh army with his troops. The Zemindar met 
Captain Knox on the road, and accepted the terms with cheerful- 
nel's ; and the French troops at Narlipore having relied on his affift­
ance, marched away as foon as they law his detection, leaving' in 
the factory, befides common effeds, fome cannon and marine ftores, 
and in the river feveral boats and veflels ; but they funk what 
ammunition they could not carry off. The Engliffi detachment 
leaving a few men with tin Zemindar’s officers to take care of what 
was worth preferving, returned to Elore, where on the iBth 
came in the Rajah whn all his troops colleded ; and the next day 
the Zemindar of Narfipore with 1500 foot, armed in the faff ion of 
the country. But, although fo much time had already been loft, 
the Rajah was not yet ready to’ proceed, and detained the army at
Elore until the ift of March.

Mr. Conflans, on his defeat at Peddipore, had written letters to Mart. 
Salabadjing, earneftly requefting he would march with his army 
from Hyderabad'to Mafulipatam, when both their forces united could 
not fail of deftroying the Engliffi troops, and puniffiing the powers 
o f the country which had revolted to their common enemy. The 
diftance of Salabadjing with Mr. Buffy from the puduit o.t Nr/.a- 
malty towards* Bampore L.d encouraged this princ? to relume Ins 
former ambitions; in which he was, at le-rt focretiy, abetter 
by the adherents of Shanavaze Khan and Maliomed Huflein, wlioft 
deaths, as well as. his own flight to Brampore, had been the .ito- 
m diate conferences of the aftaffination of Hyderjung, the duan
of Mr. B u ffy : but this confederacy refrained from any con- 

- • lpicuous,,
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''-•i'759. fpicuous exertion, 1111111 they law Mr. Bully and the whole o f the 
"J French force quitting Hyderabad, and the fervice of Salabadjing, 

in obedience to tlie orders o f Mr. L a lly ; when judging little 
j yla,.ch likelihood o f their return, they a&ed with more open declaration ;

and foon after, Nizam aily was enabled, with the affiftance of 
liis friends, to increafe his force from 1500 to 15000 horfe, with 
which he marched from Brampore in November, and was received 
with homage into the city o f Aurengabad; but the fortrefs of 
Dollabad Hill held out for Salabadjing. The indolence o f Salabad­
jing, wedded to habits, law no means o f coercing his brother, but 
by the accuftomed affiftancc of a body of French troops, which his 
own aid to Conflans in this time o f neceffity was certainly the likelieft 
means o f procuring : but few o f his officers were defirous o f fee­
ing the re-eftabliffiment o f a power, which had interfered fo much 
with their own authority and advantages in the government: never- 
thclefs, they imagined, that the prefent conteft for the ceded pro­
vinces between the French and Engliffi might give a chance o f 
recovering thefe countries to their former dependence on the fou-» 
bahfhip ; and in this view mod; o f them uJ '’i{ed him to march to­
wards Mafulipatam. His brother, Baffaulet Jung, concurred in the 
fame opinion, and marched with his forces from Adorn at the fame 
time that Salabadjing was advancing from Hyderabad. Both joined 
near the Kriftna, and amounted to 15000 horfe and 20000 foot. 
Neither their approach, nor the probability o f their affifting the 
French, deterred Colonel Forde from his purpofe o f proceeding 
againft Mafulipatam. It was obvious, that the junction o f Salabad­
jing’s army with the French would bring heavy vengeance upon 
the Rajah, i f  the Engliffi troops ffiould be obliged to retire be­
fore them : but even this con fide ration, becaufe the danger was 
difhnt, could not induce him to relinquiffi the immediate ad­
vantages o f his delay, although nothing more than tlie colle&ions 
o f the day levied jy  his troops fpread abroad in all parts of the 
country.

Five miles to the South o f Elore you arr.ve at the bed o f vaft 
lake, which extends 47 miles in length, from well to eaft acivfs
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the fituation o f the city, and 14 in breadth from north to fouth. 1759. 
From the beginning b f  the rains in July, until the end o f Sep- 
timber, the whole is fpread over with water, excepting 60 or 70 
irnall iflots, on which the inhabitants remain ; but during the reft March. 
o f the year the whole is dry and paflable, and in many places 
highly cultivated. The army, and for the firft time any of the 
Englifh troops marched acrofs the lake, and on the 3d of March 
encamped near a fmall fort, called Concale, in which the F rench 
had left a ferjeant with 13 Europeans, and two companies of Se­
poys. Captain Maclean, with fix companies of Sepoys, were fent 
to attack and even efcalade the fort : the garrifon had the day be­
fore received afi’urances from Du Rocher, the Commander of 
the army o f obfervation, that he would arrive to their affi (lance 
on the 28th ; relying on which, they manned the walls, and 
feemed refolute to defend themlelves. Much firing of mufkctry 
pafled with much lofs-to the affailants, who nevertheless twice 
attempted to break throug 1 the wicket o f the gate, for want of 
better implements, with iron crows; but were each time beaten off » 
on which Captain Madeane fent to the army for a reinforcement of 
men and two-'guns ; they arrived in the evening, and the guns were 
immediate!; applied, and beat open the gates, 1  he detachment 
rufhea w  without mercy, and in the firft onlet killed all the) mel, 
who were only Sepoys; for the Europeans hid themlelves until tin 
firing and (laughter ceafed. A  few hours after, a native brought 
intelligence, that a party of forty Europeans, with fome Sepoys, 
from the army of obfervation, were arrived within a few m iles; 
on which Captain Macleane marched out to attack them. But 
they, hearing the fort was taken, had retreated. A  fmall gat- 
rifon o f Sepoys, with a few Europeans, was left to feeme r e 
fort from fur prize, and the many marched on towards Maluh 
patafti, in fight o f which they arrived on the 6di of Maicn , am 
the fame day received advices, that the French aimy uud 1 lm . 
command, o f Mr. Tally had been obliged to raife the fiege
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1759. The fort and town o f Mafulipatam are fituated beyond the reach
o f cannon-fhot afunder. T h e fort flands a mile and a half from 

 ̂ the fea-fhore, on the edge of a found formed partly by an inlet o^
the fea, partly by drains from the circumjacent ground, and flill 
more by a continued dream which the river Kriflna fends off about 
1 c; miles to the s. w . and which falls into the upper part of the 
found, very near the fort. T he found has fometimes three fathom, 
and at others only three feet water ; and oppofite to the fort, is 500 
yards in breadthA T h e fouth fide o f the fort extends about 600 
along the found, and 800 from thence to the north ; and its area, 
as well as form, would differ very little from a parallelogram of 
thefe dimenfions, i f  the eafterr fide did not lie in ? re-entering angle, 
which, however, is a very obtufe one. The ground along the fea 
fhore for two miles to the north and fouth o f the inlet of the found, 
is a collection o f fand-hills, which extend about half a mile inland, 
when they ceafe on the border o f a morafs, which furrounds the fort 
on every fide, and continues to the weft a id fouth for feveral miicb* and 
to the N . w . and north, there is no hard ground at lefs than a mile 
o f  the fort, excepting a few fmall fpots o f f’and in the morafs, 
which are near it to the n . e . : but to the eaft, the 1. nd-hills ilong 
the fea are within 800 yards o f the walls. The morals i all 
directions is interfeCted with creeks and gullies, which fall into 
the found.

T h e Pcttah, or town o f Mafulipatam, is fituated a mile and a 
half to the N . w . o f the fort, on a plot o f ground rifing above the 
m orafs; acrofs which, the communication between this ground 
and the fort is by a ftraight caufeway 2000 yards in length. The 
town is very extenfive, and its ground on the farther fide flill to the 
N. w . is bounded by another morafs, which flretches along it from 
the s. w. to the n . e . but is flopped by the fand-hills of the fea 
fhore, along whi h is the only accefs to the town on firm ground; 
for both morafles are miry even in the drieft feafon, and were fo 
now, although no rain had fallen for 40 days.^.

Mr. Confluns, with all his troops, excepting the few gu«.vls in 
the fort, were encamped in thePettah for the convenience of wawr,
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';5i!"^ w h ich  there is none in the fort but what is prefervcd in cifterns. 1759. 
I ’ is ideas of remaining here extended no farther than this advantage ; 
although, by flinging up an entrenchment acrofs the dry ground Ahrch. 
f/om one morals to the other, he might have flopped the Englifli 
army, to which the force with him was equal, being 500 Euro­
peans and 20co Sepoys, without the army of oblervation, which he 
had not recalled; and, as foon as the Englifli army appeared, he 
retreated by the caufeway, into the fort. The troops of Anunde- 
rauze and o f the Zemindar of Narfipore encamped in the pettah; 
the Englifli on the fand to the North Enfl.

The French, fince they took pofleffion of the fort in 1751, had 
modernized the defences : the walls were mud faced with bricks as 
high as the parapet; and the three hides to the weft, north, and caft, 
contained 11 angular baftions o f various Ihapes and lizes; before 
which were a pallifaded berm, and a wet ditch ; but no glacis. The 
front to the fouth along the found, from reliance on that defence, 
wac i,.ft open. The baft) m next the k . w . fronted the caufeway 
leading to the pettah : in this baftion was the gateway, and 120 yards 
o f the caufeway was converted into a caponiere, which terminated 
in iftrong rcveim that lcoured along the length o f the caufeway.

N o rep-mar approaches could be made to the fort, but by an army 
ten -h-.es'ftronger than Colonel Forde’s ; for hitherto black troops, 
howfoever numerous, were counted for nothing in the fervice o f car­
rying on trenches. Colonel Forde therefore refolved to attack the 
fort 'from the land-hills to the eaft, as the neareft ftiot; and by bat­
teries detached from each other, without the communication o f 
trenches, as little was to he feared from the Tallies o f the befieged.
T h e ground had the advantage, although this circumftance would 
not have determined the choice, o f being neareft to the difoniharka- 
tion of the ftores and heavy artillery from the Hardwicke, which,
w hh the two {loops, were in*th'> road. _

Three batteries were cre&ed ; one in a filhing illage near tne inward 
point o f the fand to the s. w. where it is bordered by the inlet of 
tl -  fea to the South, and to the W eft by a large creek m the moraft 
coming from the north. Four hundred yards to the north ot this bat*
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IJ59.  tery, and nearer to the edge o f the fame creek, was another : the 
third battery-was at an equal diftance ioo  .yards in the rear o f both.

di-trli. The battery to the north, and that to the fouth, had each two eigh­
teen and two twenty-four p o u n d e rsb u t in the fouth were likewife 
the bombarding artillery, which were three mortars, o f i ?, nine, 
and eight inches. T h e battery in the center had only two twelve- 
pounders.

In the s. e . angle o f the fort, d o le  on the found, was a baftion 
called the Frangois, o f ro guns. For fome dxftance from hence to 
the north, the want o f hard ground had obliged the rampart to re- 
c dc in a re-entaring angle, in the bottom o f which was a work in 
the form of a dm i-lune, having only two faces, without flanks, 
which would have been needlefs, lince the line o f the faces fuffici- 
entiy flanked the iniHon Francois on the right, and that called the 
Saint John on the 'eft. This work was called the Dutch haflion. 
The S hut John had eight guns, and beyond in the n . e . angle 
of the fort was the bullion called the Can el ion, mounting io  guns. 
T h e fouthern o f the Englxfh batteries fifed on the Francois and 
Dutch ballions ; the center on Saint J o lu f? ; ctild the northern on 
1 _ Came! ' n, As loon as their pofition was decided, -he garril >n 

taiyti i bati :y on the left fhorc o f the inlet as you enter mm t> ? 
Da ; winch took them all in flank ; but as this battery was fe» ^dted 
fr.'im the fort by the whole breadth o f the found, and might be at- 
! .cl. . 1 in die i igiif by the boats o f the fhips, the garrifon kept a 
i.wnflanr guard in it o f Europeans, bolides Sepoys. T hey likewife 
Italic.i ed a i r.rouger guard in the ravelin at the end o f the caponiere 
on the of he i fide o f the fort. Befidcs the immediate fuperiority o f 
nr H ry Ihu. ling on their works, the garrifon had others in flore,

> ion i ■ fi <J :k1v t* replace what might be rendered ulelefs in the courfe 
o f  lervicc; tvhcrcas the Englilh army o u ld  only rcftorc the lofs o f 
rheirt by i h r v jug tlr common guxis o f the Hardwicke, which were 
nin- - p’oi.mdc i ■ , or the Rajah's, wliich were good for nothing.

T h e Firm h army o f obfdrvation, as jfiboji the Englilh palled on- 
-; ids from (.oiv ale, erollfd the country to Elore, where there was 

no g u iiic-n to oppofc them ; and from hence went on to Rajahmun- 
drunij w Unix the lick o f the army, in all 2 5 Europeans, and 40 Sepoys, 
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Y ' hka been left under the command of Mr. Bridol, who a few days 1759. 

before had received a large fum in gold and diver, fent from Bengal to *~rrr-/
. Yizigapatam, and from hence to him, for the lervice of the army Marfa 

with Colonel Forde. On the approach of the enemy, B f  dol fent 
away the treafure to Cockanarah, a Dutch lettlement on thecoad; 
and as foon as they appeared on the jriver, ordered all fuch of his men 
as were capable o f the fatigue to go away, and endeavour to gain Vi- 
zagapatam. T h e enemy marched two days onwards from Raj am un- 
drum, giving out that they intended to take Vizianagarum, the ca­
pital of Anunderauze, as well as the Englifh fort at Vizagapa’taiii; 
but their views were only to extort money from the chiefs and ren­
te r  by the feverities they exercifed in the country. However, find­
ing they could not colle<d as much as they (pent, they returned, and 
directed their march to meet the army of Salabadjing. The daily 
news of their motions terrified the Rajah with apprehensions for his 
countries, and no perfuafions could induce him to advance either Ids 
credit or m r - y  none re nained in the military d ied : Colonel 
^srde pad borrowed all that1 the officers under his command had re­
alized from the fpoils of the campaign, and had even tiled the prize- 
money o f the ..oops, and the interpofition of the French army of 
obf v vat ion precluded the hopes of receiving what had been fent to 
M .. B rid a l; and by this time, every foldier in the army had per­
ceived me obstacles which mud be furmounted, to reduce the 
fort; which exafperated the fenfe of their didrefles. In thele 
agitations, the whole line of Europeans turned out on the nfth,  ̂
with their arms, and threatened to march away. Colonel Forde, 
with much difficulty, prevailed on them to return to their tents, and 
to depute one or two to explain their complaints. The deputies de­
clared, that all were refolded not to ferve die liege, unlefs they were 
immediately paid the amount o f the prize-money already due to thtm, 
and were aduredof the whole Uvwtv. »*- v<ut Mafulipatam ffiould ho 
taken. According to the Company’s regulation, aruthori/ed by tin 
•Crown, the troops in India Are only intitled to one half of what is 
taken in the forts the] reduce; the other half Is referved to the 
C  nnpany. Colonel Forde promifed to pay them their prize-money,
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J7<9- out o f the very firft he (hould receive; and, as he could not break 
'T-^T-' through the regulation, allured them he would folicit the Company, 

pu ’ bv a reprefentation o f their hardlhips and fervices, to give up their , 
lhare of what might be taken in Mafulipatam; o f which, he flioulc 
retain the amount, until their determination was known Thefe 
promiles appealed them ; and they returned to their duty w ith their 
ufual ardour. Nevertheleis the batteries were not compleated till the 
2 'th , 18 days after the arrival of the army, during w nich the fort had. 
kept a conftant fire, which had only killed five mem

Salabadjing, as he approached, fent forward letters and mef- 
fengers, commanding Anunderauze and the Zemindars who had 
joined ’the Englifh, to quit them, and repair immediately, as vaf- 
fals to his llandard. On the 27th, advices were received in the 
camp, that Iris army was arrived at Bezoara on the Kriftna, 40 miles 
from Mafulipatam ; and the fame day came reports, that the French, 
army of obfervation had retaken Rajahmundruim

T he Rajah, who had for fome days eeen fa u lt in g , wnc io w  fo 
terrified, that he marched away with all his forces the fame nigm, 
without giving any warning, intending to regain his own country 
on the other fide o f the Godaveri; and, notwithftanding th&cfilato- 
rinef s of his former motions, he on this occafion advanced r6 miles 
before day-break. Colonel Forde fent meflengers after him, re- 
prefen ting the abfurdity o f his conduct, in thinking to elcape tile 
numerous cavalry of Salabadjing on the one hand, and the French 
1 \/ny o f obfervation, who were towards Rajahmundrum, on the 

other; whereas, by remaining with the Englifh troops, his retreat 
would be allured, and t lie reduftion of Mafulipatam; even now not 
impracticable. The plain goodfenfe of this advice brought him back 
with his army to the lYttah. Colonel Forde, although with little 
hopes, would not negleft the only means in his power o f amufing 
Salabadjing from a ivanciug u. -he relief of Mafulipatam, and requeft- 
f d hi- uc. minion to fend a deputy to treat, profclfing no other in- 
teution than to take pofleflion o f the French garrifons and factories 
trnthc coaft, without afluming the authority they had held in the
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inland countries. Salabadjing confented to receive the deputy, and t;75fo 
Mr. Johnftone was font to his camp on the ift of April. Ap> i'.

 ̂ T h e three batteries continued a hot fire from the 2.5th of March 
% co the 4th o f April. On the 5th, the weather, which had hitherto

been gentle, changed to a hard gale of wind, with thunder, lightni ig, 
and immenfe rain, which brouglit in the fouthern monfoon, vvith 
the return of fair weather on the 6th. In the evening the artillery 
officers reported, that there was no more than two day s am mu* 
nition left for the fervice o f the batteries. Intelligence was likewife 
received, that Salabadjing was advancing from Bezoara, and that the 
French army o f obfervation, which he had invited, were very near 
his. It was now no longer poflible for the Knglifh army to retreat 
the long way they had come, as the whole garrifon o f Maiulipatam 
and the army o f obfervation would join the Subah s in the purluit.
However, the camp might embark ; for the ffiore at Maiulipatam 
x; {till, and the onl)' part on the coaft of Coromandel, on which 
the fea does beat wi h a ftrong furf. But Colonel horde 
regarded this mode of retreat as intolerable dHgrace, and refolved 
to {form the fort; judging, moreover, that the garnfon would 
not fufpeft ♦ be attempt at the very lime when the excels oi: the 
rail had rendered the approach over the morafs much lets prafti- 
caDllj tt ui before. He accordingly ordered the five of rhe batteries 
to be kept up with double vivacity through the next day, and all 
the troops to be under arms at ten at night. ^

T h e ditch of the fort, at the ebb of the tide, which would hap­
pen at midnight, has only three feet water, arxl having no glacis, 
nothing prevented the. immediate accefs. Notwith(landing the gar­
rifon had conflantly repaired in the night the damages oi the day , 
the hot and continued firing of this day had ruined the haft ions iut- 
ficiently to m ount; and each of the three had been equally fired upon, 
to confound the enemy’s guefs of ♦ he As no outworks ob-
ftrit&ed a full view of die body of the place, t was teen from the 
batteries, that the two ball ions upon the found on the extremities cl 
the fort to the s. w. a id the s. e. were in barbette, that is, w ithout
ombrafures and merlons, but with a parapet low enough for lannon
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\^LfSS^. to fire over, which is rarely four feet high. From the s. w. baftion,
1 Api'i']̂  which was named St. Michael's, to the next on the w. called the

Saline, the exterior ground was a miry fwamp of mud, in which 
the ditch that fur rounded the reft o f the fort, could not have beta 
continued, but at great expence and labour, and was left in this 
ftate, becaufe fuppofed of more difficult paflage than the ditch itfelf. 
Some days before a black fervantof Captain Yorke’s, who had lately 
lived in Mafulipatam, told him that he had fometiines feen the 
natives employed in the fort wade over the quagmire between the 
two haftions : and on this intelligence, Colonel Forde had permitted 

.Captain Yorke and Knox to examine this, paflage; they took 100 
Sepoys, and placing them in different parties behind one another 
to fupport their retreat, went on at midnight, properly clad to 
the fkiti, in order to refemble black men naked, and entered the 
quagmire, which they pafled h alf over, and found it not above knee 
deep, but the mud very tenacious; they returned undifeovered, and 
their report determined Colonel Forde o try a,. ^ k  on this quar­
ter at the fame time as the main aflault; which at leaft would u.f- 
tracl the enemy’s attention. In the fame intention the country 
troops belonging to the Rajah were to march along the cau/eway 
over the morals, and on e3ch fide o f it, and to Ikirm.ffi again l  the 
ravelin in front o f the gateway.

The battalion o f Europeans, reinforced with 30 failors from the 
Hardwicke, all the artillery-men, and half the Sepoys, were allotted 
for the real attack, which was to be made on the baftion called the 
Camelion in the m e . angle of the fort. Their whole number was 
346 Europeans, rank and file ; the Sepoys amounted to 1400; of 
which the other half were allotted to the falfe attack under 
the command o f Captain Knox. Each of the three attacks was 
to be ready on their refpedlive ground before midnight; when, 
as (bon as the falfe aiiac*. ?nrr" m*enced on the weft fide, the' real, 
and the Rajah s vere hkewife to begin. As no counter-attempt 
was apprehended, the guard o f the camp was left to lomc of 
the Rajah’s troops. T h e attack with Cap.ain Knox having farther 
to go, marched off fir f t ; the main attack was in three divifions, of 
which the Europeans formed two, and the Sepoys the h f t .
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but when tjiey were to move, Captain Callender, who by his rank 1759.
was to lead the firft dhdfion o f Europeans, was not to be found; / ~p* 
and after much fearch and enquiry, the troops proceeded without 
him, eroding the morafs from the dry ground of land direfUy oppo­
site to the Cameleon, the baftion they were to ftorm. In the way 
they were joined by the gunners croflipg the morafs lilrewife from 
the batteries, which for fear o f furprize they did not quit until the 
laft moment. But before the troops arrived at the ditch, they heard the 
firing of Knox’s attack, which neverthelefs had only begun at the ap­
pointed time ; on which all marched as faft as they could, as before 
up to the knees in mire, and in eroding the ditch, up to the middle 
m water a; d mud. Here they Were difcovered iuft before they got 
to the pallifade on the berm; and whilfl the fir ft divifion, commanded" 
by Captain Fifcher, were tearing it up, which took fevcral minutes, 
the enemy gathered on the breach, and began likewife to fire cannon 
and mulketry from the next baftions, the Saint John’s on the right, 
and that called ti imall-gati on the left/ The opposition only en- 
creafed the ardour of the aflailants, and whilfl the firff divifion of 
Europeans with Fifcher were gaining the breach, the fecond, corn- 
man led by Captain Yorke, fired up .againfl St. John’s, and the di- 
vifio.i o f Sepoys led by Captain Macleane againfl the fmall gate.
Several '/ere killed before Fifcher’s divifion had mounted, and got 
poffeffion of the Cameleon ; when, having waited until Yorke’s came 
up, they turned and advanced along the rampart to the left, to 
get pofleffion of the final 1 gate. There was a handy gun, yyith 
its ammunition, 011 the Cameleon, which Captain \p .ke, on the 
fuggeftion of Captain Moran, who difcovered it, ordered the gun­
ners to turn and fire along the rampart towards the found, and in 
the mean time prepared his divifion to follow the fame direction, as 
foon as a number of Sepoys fuflficient to maintain the baftion were 
cc tne up the breach ; but, juft as vvas fetting off, he perceived 
a line of Sepoys coming along in the way below, between the foot 
of the rampart and the buildings of the tow n: they were lent to 
reinforce the Cameleon from the arfenal near the found, where 
Mr. Conflans continued waiting the event with the grenadier com­
pany and other troops. Yorke immediately ran down, and feiz-
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17 59. :og the French officer at the head of the Sepoys, bid him order them 
s-p~j-J to lay down their arms and furrender, which they obeyed with little 

relu&ance, and were fent up to the baftion. Yorke, having ob- 
ferved that the way below was free from interruption, and much 
broader than the rampart above, refolved to march along it, to get 
pofleffion of the reft of the defences allotted to his attack ; his divi­
fion accordingly came down, excepting a few left with the prifo- 
ners, and the artillery-men with the gun. The guard of the next 
baftion, St. John’s, had fheltered themfelves within the angles, from 
the inti lade of the gun ; they were 20 Europeans, and more Se­
poys, who, as foon as Yorke’s divifion came under the baftion, ad­
vanced to the edge of the rampart, fired down upon them, which 
hilled feveral and wounded more, and then cried out, that they 
would furrender. Captain Yorke generoufly fpared the return of their 
fire : their arms were gathered, and they were conduced by a party 
to the Cameleon, where the Sepoys were in referve, who reinforced 
the party, which was ported, to fecu e the Sc J jh n V  The di­
vision then marched on, and when under the Dutch baftion, re­
ceived the fi re of the guard, fcattered indeed, but With equal iniquity 
followed bv tne immediate offer of furrender, which was accepted 
with the lame humanity as before, and the baftion and men fecured ’ 
bv parties from the divifion, and the referve. Thefe interruptions 
had allowed the divifion time to think and expedl more, and many 
(hewed much unwillingnefs to go on ; for darknefs covers lhame; 
however, they yielded to the threats and exhortations o f Captain 
Yorke ; but had noi advanced many paces beyond.the Dutch baftion, 
before they palled a final 1 brick building clofe to the rampart, which 
curiofity led feme to examine. It was an expenfe magazine of 
ammunition, and one unluckily cried out, a mine: this word 
ftruck the whole divifion with terror, and all inftantly ran back 
to the Cameleon (the ome^r: -’^•ompanying to reclaim them), and 
Captain Yorke, who marched at the head, was left alone, with only- 
two drummers, who were black boys, beating the grenadiers march 
which they continued, but in vain, for noi.e rejoined; on which 
Captain Yorke went back, and found all his men in much confufion 
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at the baftion, Tome even propofing to go out of the breach and  ̂759*  ̂
quit the fort. Severity' was inftantly neceflary, and Captain \  oike, 
as foon as on the baftion, threatened to put the fir ft man to death 
who offered to come near the breach ; on which fome of the fid­
dlers who had ferved with him in Adlercron’s regiment, and en- 
liffed in the Company’s iervice, cried out that their commander 
was ill ufed, and offered to follow him wherefoever he pleafed : 
their number immediately encreafed to 36, witlr whom he marched 
off, leaving the reft to follow', as the officers could bring them 
on. The length of this interruption, joined to the preceding, had 
given the French officer at the next baftion, the Francis, which 
ftands on the edge of the found, time to get down a gun loaded 
with grape-fhot and to point it up the way the party w ■ ; coming ; 
it fired when they were within a few yards, aud with at exe­
cution, killing feveral and wounding iixteen. Captain \orke fell* 
with a ball through each of his thighs, and each of the black 
drummers was killed dead at his fide. This havock, however, 
did not difeourage the reft from bringing oft their Captain, 
whom they carfied to the Cameleon; and the guards, ported 
in the St. Jean and Dutch baftions, not difinayed, kept their ground,
waiting the event.5

During thefe efforts o f the left divifion, the right, commanded 
by Captain Fifcher, was advancing from the Cameleon to the right, . 
but along the rampart. The next, which is the final 1 gate, was 
not in complete repair; and the Sepoys with Macleane were at­
tempting to fcramble up it, which, with the approach of T ifcjiei s 
divifion, drove the guard away to the next baftion, called the 
Church-yard, from which they fired continually, but without onfii, 
as the divifion approached ; and when near, alked quarter, winch \va 
granted.

Colonel Forde continued with referve or the baftion of St- 
Jean, ifluing the neceflary orders, according to tlu reports from both 
divifions. The prifoners as faft as taken were brought to him there, 
and he fent them, as they cattle, down the breach, into the ditch,
where they were guarded as well as the night permitted by a piopei
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i 7S9. number o f  Sepoys, threatening at the point of bayonet to kill the 
firfl c':at rf oved; but very few o f them ventured any difturbapce. 
T lie  Rajah’s troops had for fome time begun their attack on the 
ravelin on the caufeway, and, if  nothing more, with all the din and 
clamour they could m ake; but the fire o f the falfe attack with Cap­
tain Knox continually diminifhed ; as having begun earlier, they 
had expended moft o f their ammunition, although, finding the cne- 
im prepaied in this quarter, they only fired acrofs without ven­
turing to pafs the quagmire. However, this attack kept fome of the 
gnrrifon from the more material fervice again ft the real, and the Ra- 
: h’ prevented the guard at the ravelin from returning into the fort 
which they ought to have done, as being o f little ufe without the’ 
walls, whilft the body of the place was in inftant danger. But the 
reparation o f the main attack into two divifions, confounded the 
defence much more than the attacks without. Mr. Conflans, not 
knowing what to do, kept at his houfe near the Sound, continually 
receiving meflages magnifying the danger, and fending u is r s  which 
new reports continually induced him to contradidh

T h e parade o f the fort was under the baftion V  the great gate 
and as this is the ufual place o f rendezvous on alarm, moft o f the 
troops and officers who remained willing to continue the defence 
whether driven from their pofts, or wanting immediate orders, re­
paired hither, and had joined the guard o f the baftion above, before 
Pilcher's divifion was ready to advance from that o f the church-yard. 
Near 100 were affcmbled, but their fire was ill directed, beginning 
t- o early, before the divifion was fufficiently near, which pre- 
iu-ved theirs, and only giving that o f the firft platoon, ruffied on 
;w, i io..n cleared the baftion. Fifcher immediately fent down to ftcure 
tl.e gate below, which fhut out the troops on the ravelin, and prevent 
t,l the efcape of any from within. W hilft the divifion was gettino 
mto order to proceed a^aiu, -poured Captain Callender, no one kn. vv 
frnn vvlu;ncc» anrl taking the command, marched at their head to 
warda the next baftion, called the Pettah, from which came fcatter- 
ing- Ihot, lcarcely more than one at a time, and the laft that drop­
ped, lh' t (.a)lender dead; immediately after which the fire o f the

garrifou
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garrifon in all other parts o f the fort ceafed, and foon after came a 1759.
mcflage from Colonel Forde, ordering Fifcher’s divifion. to ceafe like- ^ 7 ™
vife , as Mr. Conflans had furrendered. He had lent a meflage to 
Colonel Forde, offering to capitulate on honourable terms; to which 
Forde anfwered, that he would give none, but at di fere t ion, nor 
even this, but would put every man to the fword, if  the leaft re- 
fiftance continued from any part o f the garrifon, and all did not 
immediately furrender themfelves prifoners.

On the return o f the officer, Mr. Conflans fent orders round for 
the troops to quit their arms, and repair to his quarters at the 
arfonal, which is a fpacious enclofure. As foon as all was quiet, the 
Englifh troops affembled on the parade, under the baftion of the 
gateway; and 100 Europeans, with two guns, and two companies 
of Sepoys, were detached to remain on guard over the prifoners 
until the morning; when, whatfocver troops were at the ravelin, 
and the battery at the inlet, md had not efcapcd, came into the fort, 
to become prifoners with the reft of the garrifon. The whole number 
exceeded thofe to *frhom they had furrendered, being 500 Europ ms, 
o f whom 100 were either officers or inhabitants o f better condition, 
and 2537 either Coffrecs, Topalfes, or Sepoys. O f the afliiilants,
22 Europeans were killed, amongft them the Captains Callender and 
Mollitore, and 62 wounded. The Sepoys, who behaved wk„l] v 
gallantry as the Europeans, as well in the real, as at the talk attacks, 
had about 50 killed, and 150 wounded. The Rajah’s people like­
wise buffered more than was expected from them ; but nothing in 
proportion to the Englifh troops. The fort was furnifhed withT 20 
pieces o f cannon, and abundance of military ftores. The plunder 
of other effects was like wife valuable: and all that was not mer­
chandize was given back to the prifoners ; half the reft was divided 
amongft the Englifh army, and the othe'- half referved for them 
a .cording to the promife they had received.

The improbability of the attempt was the principal caufe of its 
fuccefs, for the garrifon from the beginning had regarded the fug, 
with mockery, and, being in daily expettion of the arrival o f a body 
of troops which were coming by lea from Pondicherry, had con-

R r r  2 certed,
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i 75p. certed, that the army o f observation, joined by this reinforcement,
'— V-— ' and a great detachment, i f  not the whole of Salabadjing’ s army,

April. ^ ouj(j t}ien funound and attack the Englifh army, which they re-
prefented to themfelvcs as involved in impending and inevitable de- 
ilruftion ; and indeed, i f  thefe efforts had been made by Salabadjing's 
army, and the French troops abroad, without waiting for the rein­
forcement, the Englifh army could not have kept their ground, fince 
the Rajah, with all his troops, would certainly have run away, and 
the enemy’ s horfe, amongft whom were many Morattoes, would 
have cut off all provifions, and harralTed every motion : nor could 
they have made the embarkation, to efcape by fea, without abandon­
ing all the ftores and artillery.

T h e miniftry o f Salabadjing were therefore not more furprized, 
than vexed, at the lofs o f the place, becaufe, confcious that it might 
have been prevented by the activity they had neglected to exert. 
T h ey  held councils with the French commander of the army ot ob­
fervation, and determined ftill to wait for the reinforcement; when 
they expe&ed at leaf! to reduce the Englifh to c^npound for their 
retreat by the furrender o f  Mafulipatam. T h e Rajah Anunderauze, 

divining what might happen, propofed to return to his own country, 
as foon as the place was taken ; and Colonel horde, from utter 
contempt of his chara&er, made no obje&ions to his departure ; he 
marched away with all the Indian forces on the 12th, to regain the 
< Jodavcri; and, by hafty marches, was, in two days, out o f the 
reach of purfuit.

Early in the morning o f the 15th appeared two fhips, handing 
mto the road, under French colours. T he commander o f the 
Hardwicke, Samfon, was nf^re embarking prifoners, o f whom, 
be had already receiv' d 40 on board : but his brother, who was the 
chief mate, immediately weighed, and got to windward of tlw 
ft range fhips; on which, the k.-geft anchored in the road, as did tha 
f larchvicke at a diltance ; but the other ftill plying UP? the Hard­
wicke weighed again, as did the largeft fhip, and the wino having 
changed, both of the enemy’s bore down, with a Air fail: in the 
mean time, Captain Samfon, with eight gunners lent from the army,

got
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Got on board, and determining not to ton, before he had tried the J 759y 
Irength of the fliips, waited to exchange a broadhde which d, cot ci- Apri!. 
in .  them to be ftouter than his own, he again hauled the wrnd, and 
working more dexteroufly got again out o f their reach, hut con­
tinued in the offing. T h e two French ffiips anchored again 1 
road, and in the night lent a catamaran, which they had r 
with them, on there, with letters to Mr. Gentians, figmfy.ng, that 
they were the Harlem and Briftol from Pond,cherry, with 300 
troops Europeans andTopafles, befides the Crews: they were the aid 
o f which advices had been received before. No anlwcr being r - 
turned, they fufpefted the lofsof the place, and early the next moi l - 
fog i L i  out again after the Hardwicke, winch bore away tor
Bengal, and before noon all three were out ot light.

The army o f Salabadjing was at tins tune within 15 i^iles ol 
Mafnlipatam; and imagining, that the .Vench Ihips woo d return- 
to land the troops, l'ent forward all the Morattoes towards the (Horn.
Colonel h orde, notwithftancing the great number of pnfoners which 
were to be guarded, divided his force, and, leaving hall in the loit: to 
take care of them, encamped with the. other on the ground he . 
occupied before. This countenance kept the Morattoes out ot can­
non-foot, but they burnt and flew all around for lcyeral days; when 
Salabadiffig. feeing no probability o f retaking Malulipatsm began 
,0 treat in earned ; and Colonel Forde went to bis camp, and was to-

ceived with much attention. .
' But another motive o f equal weight concurred to induce this
change in Salabadjing’s dilpotition towards the tnghffi. -ome. ay- 
couii’ of the a ff ix a tio n  o f Mr. Bnfly's Doan, and of Nivam.dly s 
flight to Brampour, had reached Bengal before the departure ot the 
prefent expedition ; ami Clive, judging till, the atrocity ot the in- 

irV which Nizamally had committed would carry In, detortar,on 
o. 'the French nation beyond the reach or w tu  ot -.com diatum. 
wrote Letter, to him, requcft.ng his aflirtance .0 the army will.
Colonel Forde in exterminating the French out ot the pro, meet1 they 
had difmembered from the fovereignty of the Dec:,,,. Colonel «  ' 
difpatched theft letters, with his own to the lame purport, a n ^ N -

T
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1759. zamaliy had received them : whether they contributed to influence his 
*' "* immediate operations we are uncertain ; but as foon as he was certi­

fied that Salabadjing was marching againfl: the Englifh army to 
Mafulipatam, he took the field with his own from Aurengabad, 
advancing towards Hyderabad, and giving out, that he intended to 
reform the adminiftration. The news of his intentions, which pre­
ceded the advices o f his march, alarmed Salabadjing for the prefer- 
vation o f Hyderabad itfelf, and made him not only anxious to return 
thither as foon as pofflble, but defirous o f being accompanied bv a 
body of Englifh troops ; fearing, that if  he entertained the French 
army o f obfervation, all reconciliation with his brother NizamaJJy 
would be precluded. Neverthelefs the influence which the com­
mander of thefe troops had gained over his brother Baflalutjuny, 
who managed the moll important affairs o f the government* de­
layed the execution o f his trtacy with Colonel Forde until the 12th 

May. of May, on which day it was figned, ard delivered.
T he treaty coniifted of four articles By the firft ; The whole 

territory dependant on Mafulipatam, with eight diftrids, as well 
as the jurifdidlion over the territory o f Nizamapatam, with the 
diiiriTs of Codaver and Wacalmannar, were granted to the Englifh 
without the referve of fine or military fervice. By the fecond article, 
Salabadjing promifed to oblige the French troops, meaning the army 
of obfervation, to pals the Kriftna in 15 days; nor, in future, to 
permit the nation to have any fettlemcnt in the country o f the Decan, 
which this treaty defines to be bounded on the fouth, by the Kriftna ; 
nor to entertain any French troops in his fervice, nor to give them 
afiiftance, or ever call them again to his own. Bv the third, lie 
promifed not to call Anundcrauze to account for whatfoever he had 
colk&ed out o f the governments belonging to the French, nor for 
the tributes o f Iris own countries for the prefent year; but he was 
hereafter to p y  the fame for th-tn as had been paid by Vizeram 
rau/.e, and the farher of Vizeramrauze. I f  Anuuderauze failed in 
fiis  ftjpulation, Salabadjing was left free to treat him as he p leafed : 
but in all cafes was neither to aflifi, or giv° protection to the 
enemies of the Englifh; and by tiie 4th article, the Englifh engage 
u lther to aflift, or give protection to his. The territory cr^ed to

ti>u
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the company extended 8o miles along the lea, and 20  inland, and 1 9*
the revenues amounted to 400,000 rupees a year,  ̂ ^

As foon as the treaty was ligned, Salabadjing offered Colonel May,  
Fordo a diftria near Mafulipatam, as a jaghire or penfton for him- 
lelf, if he would accompany him with part of the Englilh troops 
again ft his brother Nizamally. Colonel Forde, with ..o much 
carneftnefs, requeft d his aftiftance to take or deftroy the French army 
of obfervation, who were encamped in the neighbourhood, avowedly 
under the protection of Bafiiiulet Jung. Neither fide had the leaft 
inclination to gratify the other, and Salabadjing bn the 18th 
marched away in much dilguft with the Englilh, to whom he: had 
confirmed, without any reciprocal benefit, the mold advantageous 
ucquilition of its extent, they could wilh to gain, with the view 01 
maintaining, on the whole coaft of Coromandel from Ganjam to 
Cape Comorin. The body of Frenen troops crofted the Kriftna, 
but marched to the weft ward, in conlequencc of aflurances from 
BaftaulcL Jung to take them into his lervice, when he ihould return 
from Hyderabad to his own government ot Adonr. 1  he Prefi- 
dency of Madrafs confidered Mafulipatam as dependant on their au­
thority, and appointed Mr. Andrews, with a council, to manage 
the revenue and trade: and Colonel Forde remained there with the 
troops, in expectation of orders for his future proceedings from the 
Prefidency of Bengal.

Mr. Lally, with the French army, was in full march after the 
Englilh, when he received the news at Trivatore that they had taken 
Conjeveram, on which he halted ; but fent forward the partisan Lam­
bert, with the body of troops he commanded apart from the army, 
who polled themlelves leveu miles trom uv Englilh, in the road to 
Arcot, in order to prevent the in curl 10ns ol their cavalry into thole 
lift riels } bin the Englilh army h ’d no intention to - age a country 
they intended to recover. Lambert’s party confi* ed of 300 cither 
’Topafths or Europeans, unfit for the regular battalions, about ĉo 
Sepoys, and 200 hoffe. They had been detached whilft the two 
armies fome tbnc before were lacing one another at Conjeveram, to 
retaiiat'- :n Kiftnarow, the Killidar of lhiagar, the ravages he

had
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I ;  hud committed in the adjacencies of Pondicherry, and to retake die
forts which he and Mahomed Ifloof had reduced whilft the French 
army were preparing on the other fide o f the Paliar, to attack 
Maadrafs. In the middle of IS larch, he fet down before Eiavana- 
fore, which Kiftnarow, leaving his rock o f Thiagar, refolved to 
defend in peiTou; continual fkirmifhes palled between them for 
ten days, when Lambert, feeing no probability o f taking the 
place with battering cannon, o f which he had nine, marched 
away, and fet down before Trivatore ; where likewife Were feme 
Sepoys left by Mahomed Iflbof, and fome o f Kiftnarow’s, who were 
very near furrendering, when Lambert, with his whole detach- 
meat, was recalled to the main army ; which on the 19th advanced 
to Covrepauk, where they took up their quarters, Hill keeping 
Lambert's party between ‘■ hem and the Englifh, which continued 
at Conjevcram, and threw up redoubts in their front, and on their 
flanks.

Soon after the detachment o f Gopaulvow’s Morattoes had taken 
pofleffion o f Tripetti, he received orders from Balagerow at Poni,

<0 return and join him there without delay ; left he ffiould be 
flopped by the floods o f the Kriftna, which fwells in May. He ac­
cordingly recalled all his parties, excepting a fmall detachment 
left to guard Tripetti, under the command o f an officer named 
Narrain Sauftry, and the main body marched away from the pafles 
o f Damalclierri, in the beginning o f April. A t the fame time, 
Abdulwah ib, the Nabob’s brother, was permitted to return, with 
his troops, to Chandergerry ; from whence he fent them againft 
Tripettv, o f which they got poffeflion after a flight refiftance : 
he then requeued the Prefidencv »o grant him the farm o f the pa­
ly da ; but as his ran1' exempted him from controul, the Prefi- 
dency let ir to the fame renters as were holding it when taken by 
the French, Oj whom they 1 .d likewife been continued in tilt 
management.

Three companies o f Sepoys fent from Trkchinopoly joined KiPtia- 
row loon aft er Lambert’s party was recalled from th^fbuth,with wild n 
imu ids own troops Kiftnarow immediately took the Ik ’d again, and

v -..-’aged
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ravaged as far as Trivadi, within 14 miles of Pondieherry, and 1759. 
from thence to Cuddalore, where, fince the reduction of Fort St. - 
David, the French kept a garrifon. Some bad troops were font 
from both, and the adjacent diftrifts, to oppofe him, and having 
amongft them 30 Europeans, and he none, excepting the ferjeants 
o f the Sepoys, the enemy attacked him with confidence, and were 
decifively beaten. Ten o f their Europeans, and a great number of 
their country troops, were killed. O f  the Englifli Sepoys 30, and 
nine of Kiftnarow’s people; but the enemy left behind them 
three pieces of cannon, a tumbril, and 30 barrels of ammunition, 
which he carried away in triumph to Thiagar ; and from thence 
fent back the Englifli Sepoys to Trltcbinopoly. This fuccefs was 
gained in the beginning o f May.

A  few days after the redudiou o f O-.jV/eram„ intelligence was 
received, that the garrifon o f Sepoys at Palamcotah, in the country 
o f Tinivelly, had ventured to hand an engagement in the field 
againft Maphuze Khan and the Pulitaver, joined by moft o f the other 
Polygars, and, although the enemy quitted the field, fo many of 
the Sepoys were killed and wounded, that the garrifon could no 
1 >nger appear out o f the fort. It had before been refolved to fond 
Mahomed Ifloof into the fouthern countries, as foon as the army in 
the field could be diminished without rifque ; o f which, the caution 
of the French army at Covrepauk to avoid even the chance of fkb - 
mifhes, and the departure o f the Morattoes with GopaulroWj who 
m ight?have joined them, no longer left any apprehenfions. T h e 
troops o f Tanjore and Tondiman were therefore ordered to return, 
with Mahomed lfloof’s detachment, and the whole body, were to pafs 
by Vicravandi and Trivadi, in ordm m aflift Kiftnarow in ravaging 
the French diftrfts in the way. They let om together on the 26th 

<•-A pril: the detachment with Mahomed Ifloof was fix companies 
Sepoys. 60 of the horfe, .u  o f the European gunners he 

lirough' with him, and two field-pieces : the I'anjonncs were 300 
horfi , and Tondiman’s troops 250, with 1100 collerics. After the 
fnfl day’s march, ihe troops of Tanjore. and Tondimaif* da lued 
tiny would no', expofe themlelves to the rifque of pnfluig through 

v o ' I*. S s s  t\*



*759* the enemy’s didri&s, nor of eroding the Colcroon near them. Ma- 
~ T i * homed Iflbof, impatient, to arrive at his defoliation, yielded to, i f  

he did not fugged, their repugnance, and contented to go the way 
they chofe. Accordingly, they all quitted the {freight road to the 
fouth, and foiking to the well, pafled by Arnee, and entered the 
mountains about nine miles fouth o f V elore: then continuing 
along the Valley of Vaniambady, they came out at another pafs 
near Tricalore, and burning feven or eight villages under that fort 
which were held by the French renters, they arrived at Thiagar 
on the 8th o f May, where Kidnarow was returned from his ex- 
curfon to Trivadi. T he Tanjorines and Tondimans, thinking the 
red of the country from Thiagar fife, proceeded home more like 
travellers than troops: but Mahomed ifioof’s detachment marched, 
on in regular order to T-hchinopoly, where they arrived on the 
14th ; and, on the 16th, having taken leave o f the Nabob, he con­
tinued bis march to Madura.

Nothing could tedity more confidence than the difmiflion o f 
fuch a number o f troops in the face of the enemy. Their clidrefles 
for every kind of fupply, and for want even o f their pav, after they 
arrived at Covrepauk, deterred Mr. L ally  from trading their good­
w ill in a&ion, until lie could fatisfy their complaints. For this- 
purpofe, he went to Areot, and, having deteffed various frauds in 
the management of the Amuldar or renter, who firmed the didrifls, 
fined him 40,000 rupees ; and he received /0,000 from M orti/ally 
o f Velore, with tin- promife of feme provillons, to refrain from 
molcding his domain. But before be bad procured tliefe aids, lie 
received news, that the Englifh fquadron, confiding of nine fail o f 
the line, and three frigate.', arrived on the 28th o f April at 
Negapatam, from Bombay. Their appearance, wbild the French 
army was at iuch a didancc, alarmed the gariifon at Karical, an*-’ 
c\ en Poadieliei >y i t f l f ; but 1 l M** ' ally, who, on tin' contrary 
thought it requilice to ih. w better countenance, and, bavin,." i'atis- 
fed  immediate wants with the money h o . had obtained, mai bed 
©11 the 6tlf of May with the whole army from mvrepauk, and < n-

■ cam n d
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camped the next day at Balchitty’s Choultry, fcven miles to the L W  
weft of Conjeveram. T he fituatlon they chofe was ftrong, and 
the country being quite level, the advanced guards o f the two
armies were in fight of each other.

Ati exchange of prifoners had been fonie time before agreed on, 
and ioo of thofe taken at Fort. St. David arrived at Chmglapett 
from Pondicherry on the 6th, which enabled the pretulency of Ma- 
drafs to reinforce their army with that number, although of other 
Europeans; but the French could not immediately receive an equal 
advantage, becaufe their prifoners were releafed from rritchinopoly, 
and had to march from thence to Pondicherry. Colonel Brercton fell 
at this time dangsroufly ill, and with much regret was obliged to be 
carried into Madrafs, when the command devolved to Colonel Mon- 
ton the next officer in the king’s regimen*' who immediately made f  
preparations, and on three fucceflive days, from the 12th to the 
1 £jth, drew the army out of the lines, offering the enemy battle in 
the plain; but the ground of their encampment was too ftrong to 
be attacked by an equal force. By this time, the refourccs of money 
and provisions which Mr. Daily had lately procured were nearly ex- 
haufted and the foldiery renewed their complaints, which molt ot 
the officers, from pcrfonal hatred to himfelf, were little tolicitous 
to reprefs. Krtowing their difeontent, he would not ventuic the 
battle he otherwife wiffied, (for he was always brave andi impetuous, 
and had 2000 Europeans in the field,) before he had tried how tar 
their prejudices might influence their d u ty: and made tevernl mo­
tions, tending to no great confequence, which convinced lum, that, 
in their prefent mood, they would not fight with ardour under lus 
command. The Engliffi army, ignorant of the motives, were much 
furprized to fee the whole of the French quitting their encamp­
ment on the 15th, and in March towards Trivatoic. from  hence 
aey were hipoied into differ at «.. moments. Pau—> were lent to 

Arcot, Covrepauk, and Car mgoly, 200 law. peaus to C h u u g.i, .mo 
with the field artillery tjV an d iw aih ; 1200, with 100 European 
ho lb, marched to ^ondichorry, whither Mr. Lully hkewtiv went
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J  1’f '° Ved n0t t0 meet the EnSllfh aSaln »» force, until the arrival of
I the f  rench Squadron, which was daily expedled with reinforcements.

On the 28th, the Englilh army was diftributed into cantonments 
at Chinglapett, Conjeveram, Tri-Permadore, and Mullewack, which 
with the forts of Pondamalee and TripafTore, formed a barrier from  
the river Paliar to Pulicate. T h e French had fome time before
withdrawn their troops from Sadrafs, and reftored the fort and town 
to the Dutch.

Thus ended this campaign W t e r  it had laftecl too days, during 
which of 8 or 10,000 men in arms, not five were killed. But the 
principal object < b o th  Tides was to prated their refpedive territory 
and not to nfquc an engagement without pofitive advantage, which 
neither gave. ft 0

Mr. L a lly  carried, with him '.o Pondichety more refentment than 
ever agamft the governor, the conned, and all who were employed 
“  tLc Clvi1 admr.nftration o f the company’s affairs; imputing to 
their malveriat.ons all the obftacks and impediments which ob- 
hrik.>;ed the fuccels of his arms. T he council, he alledged, received 
prefents from the renters o f all the difirias, who, emboldened by 
the knowledge o f their peculations, continually evaded the regular 
payments, or infilled on remiffions in the terms o f their leafes • and 
whilft the public treafurywas thus difappointed or defrauded o f its 
incomes, its ilfues he infilled were fquandered with equal prodiga­
lity, oecaufe the council and their dependants held lhares in all die 
lupphee lor the pubhc fervice, whether in the camp or city. Some­
thing of thefe accusations might be true ; but Mr. De Leyrit the 
governor, was a man of diilinguilhed moderation and equity • and 
otocr members o f the council w en  likewife men o f worth, fuperior 
TO, fuch P la ic e s ;  but jZi who were not, Iheltered their ow ncha- 
kiders under the public dilbelief of the calumnies again A th0fe 
were K ‘dd> io the delin qu en t mu, uted to them : and all know 
nig Mr. T ally’s avt.h,,n to Mr. Bully, who had remained ill at 
Pondicherry fine: the liege o f Madiafs, p H particular court t, Iris 
perlott and chat-after, and continually ettprefleo ‘ Heir regrets at ho 
andtlcrcti.ra ot the miniftry in France appointing M, L ally to t .6

iUi
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fupreme command in India, when they had it in their power to '^759-
have employed an officer o f fuch approved and fuccefsful fervices as — * 
Mr. Buffy. J y*

As loon as the main body o f the French army arrived at Pondi- 
ch e 0 y  60 Europeans were fent to Karical; againft which place, 
from its diftance and fituation on the fea-ffiore, although a regular 
fortification, Mr. Lally always apprehended a defcent from the Eng- 
liffi fquadron. Another party was prepared to attack Kiftnarow, 
whofe ravages had greatly impaired the revenues expected from the 
adjacent diftri&s; but did not take the field until the 24th, which 
gave time to Captain Jofeph Smith, at Tritchinopoly, to fend three 
companies o f Sepoys, under the command ofHunterman, the fier- 
jeant-major o f the garrifon, who arrived at Thiagar before the 
French party; which thereupon returned to TTivadi: where they 
remained waiting for detachments until they were /Lengthened to 
200 Europeans, 1500 Sepoys, 40 huffars, 500 black horfe, and 
eight guns, and were likewife joined by the matchlocks and peons 
of the French diftri&s: when, by forced marches they luddeniy in­
verted Elavanafore on the 5th of July ; and took it by ailault on the 
n th . Kiftnarow himfelf was in Thiagar; his gallantry, and the 
importance of the place, which protected all the diftriefts louthward 
towards Tritchinopoly, determined Captain Smith to make an effort 
for their prefervation, which the ftrength of his garrifon could 
ill afford. Forty Europeans, with three guns, and fix companies 
o f Sepoys, marched under the command of Lieutenant Raillard, a 
Swifs, and before they reached Volcondah were joined by 1000 
horfe, which the Nabob had levied fince his arrival at Tritchinopoly, 
intending to employ them in the M 'dura and Tinivelly countries, 
which he expe&ed would have been left to hit. management. Kill- 

row, on hearing of the march o f Raillard’s detachment, came out 
ITuagar with all his horfe f'm e Sepoys, in tiie night of

ue 12th, and the next day joined him at Volcondah. Serjeant 
Hunte’ man, with the reft t the three companies o f Sepoys he had 
brought, and what Tx»t Kiftnarow ufually kept in Thiagar, re­
mained to defend untd his return with the reinforce meat. At

break
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iy z ) .  break o f day on the 14th, the whole body o f the French troops,
' now commanded *bv the Vhcount 1 'umel, who had made a forcedI u! \r*

march in the night from Elavanafore, appeared before the pettah at 
the bottom o f the rock, and inv,: firing it on every fide on the plain, 
br.ught two guns againft the two oppofite gates on the 110O a.Hd 
fiouth, and difpofed two parties to efcalade in other places. 'T h e 
fight was every where fliarp; both the efcalades and the attack on 
tire north gate were repulfed; but alter two hours, the enemy forced 
the other, and brought their guns into the town, and Hunterman, 
Bill unwilling to give up, had nearly been cut off in his retreat to 

•the gateway o f the paffage leading up to the fort above, which he 
however gained, having loll one third o f his Sepoys ; hut the enemy 
more, having 200 o f theirs, anc thirty Europeans, killed and wound­
ed, They had fcarce’y  difpnlcd- their guards, when their fcouts 
brought word, that the troops with Ralliard and Kiflnarow were 
approaching, and were within a few miles ; on which, Fumel, with 
the impetuofitv o f his nation on fuccefs, marched out with mofl o f 
the troops, but w ithout the field-pieces ; and met the Englijfh, who 
were advancing faff on the plain within two miles from the fort. 
Ralliard, thinking the advantage o f his two field-pieces greater than 
it really was, halted lfis line to cannonade, which the enemy Rood; 
and, inficad o f coming on as Ralliard expefled, waited till their 
ov, n, which were five, came up, when they fired amongft the Na­
bob's cavalry, and knocked down fevcral; on which the whole of 
this dafiardly body went off, and left the infantry unflanked. Ral- 
li ird and Kiftnarow were in this inftgnt riding towards the cavalry, 
to lead them up to the enemy’s ; and, hurried by vexation, followed 
in hopes o f rallying them, am1 left the infantry without command ; 
againfl whom the n.cm y, feeing the hgrfe going off, advanced to 
the pufh o f bayonet. There was, not far in the rear of the EngF 
line, a \ ilkige, in which the • **-» '• the ammunition and the ft.
van: waiting; and the gunners, tin. king it a fafe Ratio;, to lecu; 
the field-pieces, turned, and began to d..''v them off as faft ns they 
could, I Junking they fhould be covered l>y t.. ' tcR o f the infantry f 
who, confuicd by thefe various appearances o f tern. '- iu others, took

5 . panic
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panic themfelvcs, and broke, before the enemy’s Europeans were at 1759. 
their breafts ; and all inftantly fell under the iafe-res of their black 
cavalry : meanwhile the exhortations of Ralliard and Kiftnarovv were 
vain to retain the Nabob’s, who went 01T on the fub gallop in the 
road Tritchinopoly. A ll the Europeans were killed, or made pri- 
loners: all the Sepoys threw down their arms, and lurlvrcd more, 
as the enemy did not think them worth taking, and only 200 of them, 
got back to Tritchinopoly.- Iviftnarow, feeing all loft, followed the 
Nabob’s cavalry; Ralliard rode back to the enemy, difciiarged his 
piftols at the lirft he met, and then galloped out o f then e ach. ' le 
was afterwards found dead five miles from the field o f aftion ; his 
head and hreaft bruited with violent ftrokes of his piftol, under which 
he is fuppofed, as he had neither ca tridges nor l'word, to have ex­
pired, and to have inflicted thi< few.re, but ncedleis execution on 
himfelf, to avoid the dilgrace of his defeat. The enemy returned to 
Thiagar, and fummoned Kiftnarow’s officer in the upper fort to lur- 
render, who, encouraged by Serjeant Hunterman, refufed; which 
obliged them to fend toChittapet and Vapdiwaffi, for.three mortars, 
and more Europeans. They fired and bombarded the rock imr.il the 
25th; when Hunterman, having nearly expended all the ammuni­
tion, capitulated to 600 Europeans, and obtained honourable terms 
for the whole.gaiTifon, Kiftnarow’s people as well as the Englifli 
Sepoys ; all being permitted to march away with their arms, their 
perfons without fearch, their baggage on oxen, and under an cfeort 
of French troops to the diftance they chofc: the artillery tail\ ex­
cepted. The gallantry of Hunterman was rewarded with an cn- 
fign’s commiffion.

Nothing of confeqnence had- puffed between the two armies face 
they went into cantonments, except reciprocal excurlions of final 1 

'•ties to drive off cattle, of which the Englifli collected 5 or 6000..
; French gairiftm in the for' of T<~ot conf feed of ife Europeans 

,d fix companies o f Sepoys; and being as ill paid as the l eft ( ’ 1 >e 
croops, the Sepoys made o matures to Colonel Mon tin, proum g 
to deliver up the fort fr , a reward in money. At the lame time, the 
Kcllidar of Covrf ̂ .mk, in which were only ten Europeans, and ha

ot
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1759. o fT im ery, who had none, offered likewife to fell their forts. T i-  
mery, from its diflance, was not deemed worth the purchaie ; but 
the reputation o f Arcot, and the communication with it by Covre- 
pauk, induced the prefidc-ncy to accept the terms o f thefe forts, al­
though coflly. But the Sepoys at Arcot, when the day o f elocu­
tion approached, confeffed that they could not fucceed ; and a few 
days after 200 Europeans were fent into the fort from Vandiwalh, 
but not, as it feemed, from any fufpicion o f the plot. However, 
their march flopped the bargain with Covrepauk.

Narrain Sauflry, the Morattoe officer, whom Abdulwahad had 
driven from Tripetty, took up his refidence in Carcambaddy, a 
town in the hills, 15 miles diftant, belonging to a petty Polygar, fub- 
je£t to a greater called the Math ver, with whofe affifiance he raifed 
forces, moftly fuch as were to be found in thofe w ild s; and in the 
night o f the 30th o f June, by a bye-path in the mountain o f Tri- 
petty, got poffeflion o f the temple on the fummit. T h e troops 
maintained by the renter, and two companies o f Sepoys witli Enfign 
W ilcox, were in the town below, which commands the ufual path 
o f the pilgrims to the pagoda. Narrain Sauflry therefore waited for 
another force, which the Matlaver was to fend ; when one from the 
rock, and the other from the plain, were to furprize the town. 
T hey accordingly made the attack on the 9th o f July at four in the 
morning ; and, after fkirmifhing an hour, were beaten off, with the 
lots of 20 men killed and wounded; but the Morattoes flill kept 
poffeffiori of the pagoda. A  few days after, the town was rein­
forced by the prelidcncy o f Madrafs, with three companies o f Sepoys,
15 Europeans, and a fmall gun. None but Indians, and they of 
1 he better calls, are permitted to a wend the hill on which the pagoda 
ilands; for the Bramins pretend, that if  the fur imit fhould be 
trodden by forbidden feet, all the virtue o f the pagoch in the r< 
million of fins would be loll, ur ,u . ^  °d by an immenfe purificatioi 
Not apptized o f this creed, the Sepoys 'ent by the prelidcncy were 
as ufual a mixture o f Mahomedans and v- 'ous cafls o f Indians, fo 
that out o f the fix hundred, only 80 were w on ’ to mount to the 
aflau lt; and the Europeans were utterly exclude*..' T h e renter

ntvw "helefs
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neverthelefs, with the 80 Sepoys, and his peons and matchlocks, 1759. 
in all not exceeding 500 men, ventured to attack the enemy in pof- J / ^  
feffion of the pagoda, and. was repulfed with lols; but the blood ffied
in the attack did not unfanttify the pagoda.

lit the latter part o f June, three ot the ufual flaips ai rived from 
England, with 200 recruits, fcnt by the Company ; and brought 
intelligence, that the 84th regiment o f 1000 men, in the king’s 
fervice, were coming in other lhips, under the command of Lieu­
tenant-colonel Coote, the fame officer whom we have leen ferving 
in Bengal with the rank of major ; he was appointed to the com­
m a n d  o f  the Company’s troops in Bengal ; but with permiffion to 
{lop and ferve with his regiment, if  more neceflary, on tire coaft of 
Coromandel. The fatisfaction ariffng from this intelligence was in 
fome meafure impaired by a refolution o f the Court o f Directors ; 
who dazzled by the wealth acquired in Bengal from the revolution ot 
PlaflV and by reprefentathns of its fufficiency to lupply their other 
prefidencies, had determined to fend no more trealure to any of them 
until the year 1760 ; but for every reafon this intelligence was kept

within the council. s r
At this time likewife, 200 Engliffi priioners were received from

Pondicherry, in exchange for the lame number ot French relented 
at Tritchinopoly ; but more than one half o f the Engl.ih were tea­
men taken in the frigates Hranded at St. David’s, and other vctlels; 
who were immediately feat away to the fquadron, which was cruiz­
ing to the fouthward. However, thefe additions to the army enabled 
tW  Prefidency to extend their attention to objects they had been 
obliged to negleft, in order to make head in the adjacencies of 
Madrafs *. and 90 Europeans, of whom 20 were invalids, and the 
others not the bed men, were fent to Trite1 unopoly, proceeding by 
fea to Negapatam, and from thence through the country of

Fan tore. . . .
Three companies of Sep ,ys lad  been fent to bring m y  »  many

„ f  the French ptifoner as they could guard from Malulipalarn.
As the fea was ad"-no, they marched by land, and were loima on
the toad by r ao horfe of Niueabulta’ s, from Nclore. 1 hey ai nn  d at 

^  - T  t t Malulipatam



• j59» Ma fali pat am on the ift o f June, and on the 15th began their march- 
V p v— * back with 200 of the prifoners ; but on the 3d day were recalled by 

‘y' Colonel Forde, in confequenee o f intelligence which threatened 
their farther progrefs with danger.

T h e Subah Salabadjing, on his return from Mafulipatam, halted 
within four days o f Hyderabad, and commenced a negotiation with 
his brother Nizam  ally. A n  interview enfued, which was followed 
by a reconciliation, and concluded by the feftoration of N izam ally 
to the fame extenfive powers in the government of the Decan, 
which had excited the apprehenlions of Mr. Bully, and the mortal 
hatred o f  both to each other, in the beginning of the preced­
ing year. This revolution in the adminiftration deprived Baf- 
hiulet Jung, the other brother, of all his power ; which had been con- 
liderable as Duan, and little controlled by the indolence of Sala- 
badjing. He therefore marched away in leaning difgulf with his 
brothers ; but with mail againft the ablef ; and took with him the 
troops which had formed Conflan s’ army of obfervation. T h ey were 
200 Europeans, and the 2000 Sepoys under the confrrffmd of ZuB 
facar Tung: his own were 1500 good liorfe, and 5000 foot of va? 
nous forts, with a train o f heavy artillery. They recrofled the 
Krillna, l'ummoning acknowledgements, and plundering the coun-r 
t r y ; and when Bonjour’s detachment, fet out from Mafulipatam, 
were arrived at Condavire, within 50 miles o f the road o f his march. 
From hence, Baflaulut Jung, and his principal officers, lent forward 
threatening letters to Nazealnilla at Nelore, and the three greater 
Polygars, as well as all the lefler ones along the Penuar, ordering 
them to account for their fhares of the tribute with the arrears, due 
to the throne through the official’ ,̂, o f the Subah o f the Decan, 
bv whom Baflaulet Jung pretended he was commiffioned to call them 
*0 account; and, as a more effectual terror, gave out, that hefhould 
pafs through d 'd r countries, in -'rdei fco join the French at Arcot 
T h e  IHle of his letters, and flail more his approach, had deterred 
Nazeab'ulla, as, well as the northern Polyg, rs, from giving any alhA 
ranee to the Englilh in recovering the mo mtain of T ripetti; 
although all applied to Madrafs for alTiftance to deu,. d themlelves. 
This confternation was rtrong, when the renter was repulfed in the

attach
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•attack of the mountain; and, on the news ot his ill fuccefs, 200 î I 759- t 
o f  the black horfe, with three companies of Sepoys, were lent i.om j uly_ 
the army at Conjeveram to Tripaffore, where they would be in 
readinefs either to fuccour the renter, Nazeabullah, the Polygars, or 
to march on to join Bonjour’s detachment, it returning. But t m Pa' T  
was fcarcely arrived at Tripaffore, when the prelidencv receivedante. 1;- 
gence from Enfign W ilcox, that a detachment of Europeans, Sepoys, 
and horfe, fent from Arcotto Narrain Sauftry, were marching round 
the hills, in order to attack the troops in the town of I ripetti; which 
if  they Ihould take, the revenues of the approaching feaft in Septembei 
would be loft, and the recovery of the pagoda, refilled by F tench 
troops, rendered hereafter much more difficult; whorcas, in toe pre- 
fent ftate, Narrain Sauftry in pofeffion of the mountain, and t,ie 
Engliffi of the town, neither at leaft could get any thing, excepting 

' by a compromife. The importance oi this object, and of the other 
concerns in this quarter, determined the prelidency to lend Major 
Calliaud, wijh soo Europeans and 300 Sepoys. They arrived at 
Tripetti on the 8th of July ; but, as before, the reinforcement ot 
Sepoys furnillied few of the right fort to attack the mountain. _ Cal- 
baud therefore marched with the Europeans, four companies of 
Sepoys, and two guns, againft Carcambaddy the way over hills and 
vallics, covered with wood, but inhabited by a people fit on y  for . 
ikulking attacks, although of no contemptible caft, being entitled 
to the pagoda of Tripetti. They fired continually from the thickets 
and covers, and killed and wounded feveral of the line before they 
forced the firft barrier. A t the fecond, Major Calliaud with much 
difficulty got one of the guns upon a rock, which flanked the barrier, 
and the firft difeharge, loaded .-th  grape, killed the Polygar and 
feveral of his men, after which the detachment met no farther reiii- 
tance. They were feven hours gaining their way, and arrived at three 
in the afternoon at the Polyga s to -n  ; which tney frw. abandoned
burnt it down, and deftre ,ed the adjoining plantations. 1 he next 
day they returned to Trimcti, and Calliaud thinking the enemy m 
the mountain would oe as much difeouraged, as the renter s people 
were elated mis fuccefs, fent all the fit men of Ins Sepoys, who,
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iy-50. with the renter’s, did not exceed fix hundred, although Narrain 
•— ' Sauftry had twice as many, to attack the pagoda again ; which the 

j‘‘7’ enemy, after fkjrmilhing three hours, abandoned, and all ran away
to take fhe Iter in the hills o f Matlaver. Four of the renter’s men 
were killed, and 20 wounded. Every thing being thus quieted in 
the neighbourhood, and no farther tidings o f the French party 
from Arcot, Calliaud fet out on his return on the 18th with ail 
the troops he had brought, excepting ten Europeans, whom he left 
with W ilcox.

N o party o f Europeans had marched from Arcot againft Tripetti, 
and the report arofe from the plundering excurfion of fome Sepoys 
and ho; fe in the ikirts o f Bomerauze’s country, to fecond a demand 
they were making on him of 60,000 rupees. Neverthelefs the 
advices were fo inti rely credited at Madrafs, that Colonel Brereton, 
without waiting to advife with the council, ordered Major Monfoa 
to move the army from  ̂Conjeveram towards Arcot, as nearer to 
fuccour whatfoever the enemy might intend to diftrefs. T hey 
marched on the 5th •, and on the 7th in the morning appeared be­
fore Covrepauk, with two 18 and two 12 pounders. This fort is 
foiall, but well-built o f ftone, and has a wet ditch, which was in 
good order. Colonel Monfon fummoned the officer, more according 
to form, than his own expectation of the anfwer he received, which 
was, that, i f  the garrifon, whites and blacks, were permitted to 
retire to Arcot, the foldirrs with their knapfacks, and the officers 
with their cfFefts, the gate fliould be immediately delivered : the ca­
pitulation was t ran faffed aud concluded in Ids than an hour. This 
ealy 1 needs, for the fort was worthy of breach, gave hopes that the 
French garrifon of Arcot would - -  make all the defence they 
m igh t; and as the fituation was equally near to Tripetti, the army 
advanced, and arrived in the city on the 9th. The garrifon (hewed 
good counte ...n''e, and their r.iu', ry "as fo fuperior, that nothing 
could be done, until the Engl lh army were lupplied with a train 
from Madrafs, before which V 'e greateft p u t of the French army 
might arrive from their different cantonments u the relief of Arcot; 
and for this reafon. Major Monfon, before lie rcqei, A  the orders of 

o the
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the prefidency. marched back to Conjeyeram ; but left 400 Euro- 1 759* 
peans of the Company’s troops in Covrepauk, which fecured the re- 
venues of the country between thefe two Nations.

Mr. Pococke, waiting for the arrival o f the French fquadron, had 
continued with his own to windward of Pondicherry, moftly at 
Negapatam, where they were plentifully lupplied with cattle by 
Captain Jofeph Smith at Tritchinopoly, who caufed them to be 
driven to the fea-coaft, out of the obfervation o f the king of Tanjore.
In the end of June, a Danifhveflel arriving at Tranquebar, reported, 
that 12 fail of French (hips were in the bay of Trincanomaly in 
Ceylon ; on which, the whole fquadron weighed on the 30th, and 
on the 3d of July came off the mouth of that harbour; where 
they neither faw, nor gained any tidings of, the French (hips. Mr.
Pococke then cruized off the Fryar’s Hood, the n .e . headland of 
the ifland, which all veflels coming to the coaft of Coromandel 

this (ea(on endeavour to *nake, and, in tins (lation, met five of the 
expe&ed (hips from England, with the firft divifion of Coote’s regi­
ment, with which he returned, and anchored on the 30th at Nega­
patam ; keeping them in company until the provif ons and (lores 
they had brought for the ufe o f his fquadron were taken out. The 
prefidency received advices of their arrival on the 5th of Auguft, and 
notwithftanding the various wants of men at this time for defence 
and attack on (hofe,. requeued Mr. Pococke to detain the troops, to 
ferve with him in the expefted engagement with the French fqua­
dron. Several advices, had lately been received, that the Dutch go­
vernment of Batavia, their capital in the Eaft-Indies, were preparing 
an armament, which was to fail to the bay of Bengal; and on the 
8th fix (hips arrived at N eg^ X m i, having left another in the bay 
o f  Trincanomaly. They had on board 500 European foldiers, and 
1300 dilciphiicd Malays, with abundance of mmtaiy ftoits. \ auous 
reports and conjectures were P.med of the deft,nation c 1- tins force,
The Dutch themielves gave out, that it was chiefly intended to re­
inforce their garrilons on ‘ ue coaft ; and their unavowed cnuflair. i- 
reported, that the whole were toaCl as auxiliaries to the Lngldh 
agaipft the Freimii on the Coaft of Coromandel. Mr. Pococke know

how
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?5s" ^ /  how much the. military force in Bengal had been diminifhed by the 
expedition to Mafulipatam, and might fuffer In the ufual mortality o f 
the clim ate; and reafoning from the antipathy o f the Dutch govern­
ment to the great fuccefles and power which the Englifh had lately ac­
quired in Bengal, iufpected that the armament he law was principally- 
intended to reduce their influence in that country; and, with the 
fpii it o f confidence gallantry, and zeal for the general fuccefs o f the 
public fervice, which on all occaiions diflinguiflied his command, 
lent all the troops to Madrafs, recommending, that a part o f them 
might be immediately forwarded to Bengal. T h ey  were all landed 
by the 25th, and marched in different parties, as foon as refreshed, to 
the main body at Conjeveram, where Colonel Brereton, having reco­
vered from his illnefs, again took the command.

A  few days after the return of Major Calliaud from Tripetti, the 
Polvgar o f Carcamhaddy with his own, and a number of the Mat- 
la ver’s people, began to repair the town , on which Enfign W ilcox 
marched with the 25 Europeans, 300 o f the Sepoys, and an iron 
three-pounder. T h ey were galled the whole w ay, and obliged to 
force the three barriers in the path ; and when they came to the 
open fpot o f the town, where they expected no refiftance, met the 
mofT, by a continual fire from the thickets round. W ilcox never- 
thelefs perflfted, and, being aimed at, received at once three mufket- 
balh:, and was mortally wounded. On which the troops put him 
into a dooley, and retreated, likewife bringing off the gun. T he 
enemy did not follow them earneffly; fo that the lofs was only three 
.Europeans killed, and 14 Sepoys wounded.

T h e French party o f Sepoys and black horfe from Arcot, had been 
i aten back by Bomerauze’s peopE, and lay at Lallapet, near the 
mountains, to  miles N . w . o f Arcot, waiting an opportunity o f renew­
ing their incuifion ; but were beaten up there on the 26th, by 
three comr ..nie« o f Sepoys, and f^etmops of the renter o f Covrepauk, 
font by Captain W ood, who comman’ed in the fort. The enemy 
fled at tite firft fire, leaving 70 mufkets, md 17 horfes, and the Se- 
povs remained to guard the Jieareft pals leaciii.g from Lallapet into 
Bwmerauze’s country.

Baflaulet
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Baflaulet Jung, with his army, had, in this while, continued his 1759. 
inarch from Condavir to the fouth, and, having palled Ongple, at- X j - - J 
tacked the fort o f Pollore, about 30 miles to the north of Nelore 
and the river Pennar, which, although out of the country of Damerla- 
Venkytapah-naigue, was of his dependance. This fuccefs encreafed 
the fright of all the three polygars, and of Nazeabulla in Nelore; 
and all renewed their applications to Madrafsfor immediate aflifi­
ance, and the Tripetty renter was fully perfuaded, that Baflaulet Jung 
intended to get pofleflion of the pagoda, before the great feaft, which 
begins in the middle of September, and generally produces 20,000k ; 
and it was known, that Baflaulet Jung was in Ariel correfpondeuce 
with Pondicherry.

T o  thefe alarms on the north of ‘.he province, were added others 
in the fouth. The detachment with Fume! which had taken Thia- 
gar had advanced as far as Volcondah, where, after many threats 
and meflages, they had frightened the Kellidar out of 60,000 rupees; 
and, during the negociation, their horfe plundered as far as the 
{freights of Utatoor. It was then reported, that Furncl intended to 
advance with the whole, and take pofleflion o f the ifland of Sc ring- 
ham, which would give them-all the country between Thiagar and 
Tritchinopoly. This detachment could not be oppofed in time 
from Madrafs; becaufe the interjacent country was under 
the enemy’s garrifons; and whatfoever troops might be lent " 
from hence, proceeding half way by fea againft the moni'oon, and 
then through the country of Tanjore, would not enter into aflion 
in lefs than fix weeks, and then, if iucceisful, w ould be out o f  tire 
reach of recall. Tritchinopoly was the neareft flation to make head 
againft them; but the whOk gwril'on would not, in the field, have
been equal to the rorce with k umek.

Fortunately, in this concurrence of perplexities, the diftrefles and 
chfcontent of the French army 1 .id continued as uigent a e\ei, even 
after the expence pf the campaign wa, diminilhed by their retreat 
into quarters. In the begir ding of Auguft, the whole of I ill', s it- ^u-” 
giment, excepting thejuerjeants and corporals, and 50 of the tol- 
diers, mutinied, and marched out of the fort of Chittapet, declar-
hw that they would not return to their colours, until they had 

fo9 received
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1759. received their pay, o f which many months was in arrears. Their
AuVufJ officers, by furnifhing their own money, and engaging their honour

for more, brought them back, excepting 30, who difperfed about the 
country : butthis defection, which the caule exempted from rigorous 
punilhment, (hook the dileipline o f the whole army.

From this view o f circumftances, the Prefidency o f Madrals rc- 
folved to leave fomething to chance in the extremities, rather than 
diminifh the fuperiority, which their force had lately acquired in 
the center o f the province, by the reinforcements arrived from Eng­
land, and the enemy’s detachment to the fouthward;, and determined to 
employ this advantage immediately again ft Vandiwafh, the moft im­
portant o f the enemy’s ftatious between Madrafs and Pondicherry. 
Accordingly 300 Europeans, with two twelve-pounders, and all the 
ftores necefl’ary for the attack, were fent to Chingiapett; but whilft 
on the road, and before the main body had moved from Conjeve- 
ram, arrived the Revenge, on the nigh*: o f the 10th o f September, 
with important intelligence from the fquadron.

T h e Dutch at Negapatam, pretending that their armament from 
Batavia required the fervice o f all their mafloolah boats, would fpare 
none to water the Englifli fliips; to procure which, Mr. Pococke 
failed on the 20th with the fquadron for Trinconamalee, where com­
mon boats can ply to the fhore. T h ey anchored there on the 30th, 
hut at the mouth of the harbour; and the Revenge was fent for­
ward to cruize off the Friars Hood. On the 2d o f September, at 
ten in the morning, fome fliips were difeovered to the s. e . Soon 
after came down the Revenge, dialed and fired upon by one o f the 
ftrangers., which denoted them to be the long-expected enemy. The 
Englifli fquadron weighed immeffaLcry, and could not get within 
cannon-lhot of them by fun-fet; hut perceived that the number and 
ft length of the fliips greatly exceeded the force they had met the 
year befc.e,

Mr, D ’Aclie having left the coaft, as we have leen, 011 the 3d of 
September, arrived, after thirty days Ail, at the Ifle o f France,

. and found in the port a reinforcement o f ti,ree men o f war, under
the command of Mr. D ’Eguille, an officer o f experience and reputa­

tion,
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tion. Several of the Company’s veftels, but none of force, for enough 1759. 
had been fent before, were likewife arrived from France. I he crews 
o f all thc-fe fhips amounted to 5500 men, and all the prove ions 
which could be collefled in the idles, or even drawn from Mada­
gascar, with the fupplies fent from Europe, were infufficient to teed 
this multitude, added to the numbers already in the colony, which 
they nearly equalled. Several councils were held on this diflrefs, 
and* it was at length determined to fend one of the men of war, 
with eight of the Company’ s fhips, which would take off between 
3 and 4000 men, to the Cape of -Good Hope, where they were to 
purchase provifions iufficient for the fquadron in the entiling voyage, 
and, in the mean time, the crews would he fupportM without 
breaking in upon the general flock. The!-: Ihips arrived oft the C ape 
in the beginning of January; and two of them had the luck to fall 
in with and take the Grantham, an Englifh Eaft-lndia fhip, djf- 
patched from Madrafs in September. They purchafed, but at a vaft 
expence, a great quantity of grain, wine, and meat, and returned to 
the llle o f France in April and May ; after which, the ftrength of 
four of the Company’s fighting Ihips, which had not hirherto 
mounted tire number of guns they were built for, were armed to 
the full fcale of their conftru&ion, Theie alterations, and other 
equipments, retarded the departure of the fquadtou until the 17th 
of July. They went firfi to the ifle of Bourbon, and then to Foul- 
point,’ in the ifiand of Madagafcar, to take in fome rice, and other 
provifions, which had been procured there; and on the 30th o f 
Auguft arrived off Batacola, a port in Ceylon, 60 miles to the fouth 
of Trinconomaly ; w her-they received intelligence of the Englifh 
fquadron, and t'w> days after came in light of tlrem oft Point Pedras.
The land and Cea-winds differing in the lame hours at different iUi- 
tanccs from the fhore, the currents like wile various, fquauls, a tog, 
and contrary courfes whilft Peeking each other when nit of light 
kept them afunder, or our o f immediate reach, until the 10th ot 
September, when they again fell in with one another oft Port bt.
David. The -French, being far theft out at fea, Lay-to m a line of 
battle a-head, their heads to the Eaft. The Englifh hai mg the 

V q l . II. ' U u u wind
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1759. wind came down a bread, and at two in the afternoon were within
*— v— ' p-un-fhot, when each (hip edged to get into their Rations alongfide o f 

September. . ’ -n
their alloted antagomits.

T h e Englifh fquadron confided o f nine fhips of the line, attended 
bv a frigate, the Queenfborough, two o f the Company’s fhips, 
and the Prote&or converted to a fire fhip. The French were 11 fail 
o f the line, o f which four were o f the navy o f France, and they had 
three frigates under their lee. Difference of failing, and difappointment 
in working, prevented the Englifh from forming their line with as 
much regularity as the enemy, who were waiting for them, drawn 
up in order of battle.

T h e French line was led by the Adtif o f 64, one o f the King’s 
fhips. She was followed by the Minotaur, another of the King’s, 
o f 74, in which Mr. D ’Aguille wore the flag o f Rear-Admiral, and 
by much the Routed fhip in the fquadron, having in her lower tier 
thirty-two-pounders, which in the French weight is equal co 40 
Englifh ; then dood three of the Company’s fhips, the Due d’Orlean3 
o f 60, the Saint Louis of 56, and the Vengeur of 64. Thefe five 
formed the van. Mr. D ’Ache, in the Zodiaque, hoifted his flag in 
the center, fupported by the Comte de Provence o f 74 : the four 
others of the rear-divifion were the Due de Bourgogne, o f 56, the 
Illudre, of 64, the Fortunce of the fame rate as the Illudre, and 
the Centaur of 68 ; o f which only the Illudre was a King’s fhip. The 
Elizabeth of 70 led the Englifh line, followed by the Newcadle of 
70, the Tiger of 66, and the Grafton of 74, in which was Rear-Ad­
miral Stevens : thefe four were the van. Mr. Pococke, in the
Yarmouth of 74, was in the center, folW acj ly  the Cumberland o f 
66, the Salifbury o f 56, the Sunderland o f 60, and th ’ Weymouth of 
60 elofed the rear. The total battery o f the French fquadron ex­
ceeded the Englifh by 1*6 guns, and aonfequently by 63 in aftion.

T h e G raf oil was the fird fhip up, and whild predating her broad- 
lid:- fell a-bread of the Zodiaque, whom Mr. Pococke, as in the 
two engagements of the lad year, intended to referve for himfelf.
Mr. D ’Ache immediately threw out the fignal of battle, and began 
to fire on the Grafton, the fird fhot at 15 minutes after tw o; but 
Mr. Stevens waited for the fignal of his admiral, which did not 

 ̂ appear
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appear until five minutes after, when the Yarmouth was very neat * 759'  ̂
and ranged againft the Comte de Provence. I he firing then, he- September, 
came general through both lines ; but the Sunderland, the left but 
one of the Englilh line, failing very ill, kept back the Weymouth 
behind her. By this mifchance the Salifbury, which was much the 
weakeft (hip, being only of 50 guns, and they only eighteen and 
nine-pounders, ranged, unfupported, againfi the lilufire, and 
fuftained likewife the fire o f the Fortunee behind, which the Sun­
derland fhould have taken up, at leaft in this fiate ol the action : 
the confequence was equal to the disparity, and in 15 minutes the 
fall of the Salilbury’s maintopgallant, and then her forefail, obliged 
her to quit the fine : but by this time, the Sunderland (hooting a- 
head, engaged the lilufire. The three flfips of the Englhh van, 
ahead of the Grafton, had luckily fallen foon, and in good order, 
into their ftations, and in lefs than a quarter of an hour, the A£ht, 
which was oppofed to the Elizabeth, took fire, which brought the 
crew from the batteries, and the Elizabeth taking advantage ot their 
confulion plyed her exceffively, and foon drove her out ot the line 
to extinguifh the fire: the Elizabeth (fill edging down upon 
her, was (topped by the Minotaur darting forward; which obliged 
her to haul her wind again, and this operation (hot her beyond the 
line o f nfiion. The Newcaftlc then took up the Minotaur, although 
a 60 to a 74; and the Tiger, of which the Captain had been 
blamed in a former engagement, fup'ported the Newcaftlc, by 
taking on herfelf the fire of the two next (hips. The fight between 
thefe five continued with the utmoft violence for 70 minutes; when 
neither the Newcaftle nor Tiger had a fail under command ; on 
which Mr. Stevens who had left the Zodiaque to Mr. Pococke, and 
had beaten the Vengcur out of the line, came between, and feeing 
the two (bins of the French line next beyond the Vengeur much 
crippled, fet forward to engage the Minotaur; and he, broad-lide, 
as fiae was pafting on, drove the St. Louis out of the line. In the 
rear, the Sunderland, which had taken up the lilufire, was hkewiie 
attacked by her follower, the Fortunee; and in ten minutes, 
before (he had fired three rounds, her maintopTa'd fell, and her

U u u  a head“
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1759. head-braces being likewife fliot away-, her foretop-fail fwung a-back,
September! made her fall a-ftern or both her antagonifts. A t ten mi­

nutes paft three the Count de Provence, which had food the Yar­
mouth, and was afterwards taken up by the Cumberland, likewife 
left the line to refit her rigging, as did the Duke de Bourgogne, 
which had divided her fire between the Cumberland and the Sa- 
lifbury, and received theirs, divided likewife in return. The W ey­
mouth, by what accident we don’t find, was kept a-fterh in the 
rear; but at three o’clock, the Salisbury came again into the engage­
ment ; and, on the French fide, the Illuftre, feeing the two fhips 
before her gone, clofed up to the Zodiaque. A t four, the only 
fhips engaged were the Minotaur and Due d’Orieans againfl the 
Grafton, the Zodiaque againfl: the Yarmouth, the Illuftre againfl: 
the Cumberland, and the Fortunee and Centaur againfl the Sa- 
lifbury and Sunderland. The pilot o f the Zodiaque feeing, as he 
thought, the Fortunee and Centaur going off likewife, put the 
helm a-lee without order, and, as Mr. D ’Ache was running to 
correct: him, a grape fliot carried off the flefh of his thigh, to the 
bone ; he fell fctilelefs, amongft four or five who were killed or ftruck 
down with him. T he captain o f the Zodiaque had been killed 
an hour before; and the officer who took the command after Mr. 
D ’Ache fell, wore the fhip to rejoin the comrades which had al­
ready left the line. T he Centaur, Illuftre, and Minotaur, think­
ing iuch was the will o f their admiral, wore likewife, and let fail 
to accompany him. T h e Englifh fhips ftill in aft ion endeavoured to 
follow them, but were loon left out o f gun-fhot, and all firing 
coaled at ten minutes after four.

In this engagement the rear divifion fufibred much lefs than 
the van. On board the Weymouth, which clofed the rear, not 
a man was either killed or wounded, and in the Sunderland 
ahead of J r, the whole lofs was only two men Rifled; never- 
t he left the Centaur, the laft of the enemy’s rear, 1 uttered as 
m odi in ) 1 r mafts and rigging from their fire, as any of the 
otlu r fhips of the French line, who were clofer engaged, and 
her Captain, Surville the elder, was killed. The Salisbury had 16

killed,
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killed and 40 wounded'; the Cumberland B, and 30; the \ai-  ̂ h o 9  ̂
mouth 10, and 27 s the Grafton 13, and 37 ; the iiger, uhich s bt;r> 
fuiFered the'mod of any, 37, and 140; the Newcaft e 26, and 
6 r The Elizabeth four, and twenty. In all 114 killed, and 
X  wounded. In the Newcaffle, the captain, Michie, an officer 
of diftinguiffied gallantry, was killed ; as were Mr. Jackfon, the 
firft lieutenant of the Tiger, captain More, who commanded the 
marines in the Elizabeth, and the matter of the Yarmouth. Brcre- 
ton captain of the Tiger, Scmerfet of the Cumberland, the te- 
cond lieutenant of the Grafton, and the fourth ot the Sahlhury, 
were wounded. None of the Engliffi ffiips, after the engagement, 
could let half their fail; and the Newcaffle and Tiger were taken 
into tow by the Elizabeth and Weymouth. The lofs of the 
French crews was luppofed to be equal; but when they went away 
toother at fun-fet, all, excepting the Centaur, carried their top-1 ails.

The uncertainty of the number of troops which the French 
fquadron might have brought for Pondicherry, determined the pre- 
fidency of Madrafs to fufpend for a while the attack they had re- 
l’olved to make on VandiwafJv, but to fend a part of their troops to 
Tripaflbre to fupport that part of the country againft Baflaulut Jung 
But no arguments could prevail on Major Brercton to defift from 
die enterprise, from which he expected to acquire diflinguilhecl. 
honour- and the prefidency, unwilling to check Ins ardour, re- 
framed from giving him politive orders to dot,ft.

Heavy rains had rendered the roads and rivers impallabk until 
the 26th, when the whole army marched from Conjeveram ; it had 
been reinforced with from Chinglapett, under the command
ofPrefton, and wKi 100, of 1 58 releafed priloners, which had annul 
at this garriibn on the n th  from Pondicherry. 1 lie whole force was 
1 coo Europeans, 8o Coffies, and 2500 Sepoys, intanfry ; 100 Eu­
ropean, and 700 black cavalry ; 10 feld-pieces, and tw- cighteen- 
pnvnder? : and two more eighteen pounders were to join from C lung-

lapett. . , • i
On the 27th in the morning* the horfe before the Ime, w «.

within three miles of Trivatore, fell in with 50 of the bixnch hut-
lat s,

f(S)| <SL
T h e  S q u a d r o n s . 5 ! 5



■■ r \

! - -g. fars, who flood them, but, overpowered by numbers, were routed,
A— ' and eight, with an officer, taken prifoners : in the afternoon, the
September. g arrifon 0f  Trivatore, which conlilbed only o f a captain and 22 

men o f the Lorrain regiment, furrendered on the firfl fummons. 
T h e main body o f the enemy had advanced from Vandiwafh in 
the morning, and were halting at the village of Parfee, fix miles 
on the road, o f which Colonel Brereton receiving information, 
marched on without flopping at Trivatore, and encamped near 
th em ; and at midnight, the enemy moved off, and returned to 
Vandiwafh ; where, as before they took up their quarters in the 
pettahs, and under the walls o f the fort, into which the governor 
Tuckeafaheb, notwithflanding the flrictnefs o f his alliance, was very 
averfe to admit any o f the French troops, excepting fome o f their 
gunners ; and they to prevent worfe confequences, would not com­
pel him. T he Englifh army continuing their march the next day, 
encamped in the evening under the ledge o f rocks, which extend 
about three miles to the n . w . of the fort. T h e day after, which 
was the 29th, parties were employed in reconnoitring ; but neither 
their obfervations, nor the enquiries of fpies, difeovered the real flatc 
o f the enemy’s force.

On the march o f Major Monfon to Arcot in the beginning of 
Augufl, the French drew the greatefl part of their Europeans from 
the garrifons o f Chittapct, Carangoly, and Outramalore, to their 
main bodv at Vandiwafh, from whence the whole had advanced as 
far as Trivatore, when Monfon, finding the attack o f Arcot 
impracticable, returned to Conjeveram: on his retreat, they 
detached 100 Europeans to reinforce Arcot. and lent back the. 
troops which they had drawn from the three other e irrifons ; which 
reduced the European infantry that returned to Vandiwafh to 600; 
but the whole o f the European cavalry, who were 300, went with 
them. T h  j fame alarm for Arcot had led Mr. Lull) to recall the 
detaclm .,it to the fouthward with Vifcount Fumel, who were 
then before Volcondah ; but Fumel, not having levied the con­
tribution lie cxpeCled, delayed to obey the orders, and, on Mon- 
Con’s retreat, was permitted to perfiff. and had time to fmifh.

During
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V A  N B  I  W A S 11.

^ S l l S l ' r '
-  ? f r  <• . * ■* y  «, * ' .... /..if ' n  ■' . .  ■>•*■ . ' " A . i i  •

■ " "  i "  • •• . «  * '  *  t  ‘  . " .  ; "  , v • - . " v - v  • • "  * • ' i  *  . ’ i

: ; 1  ^ ; ;  :;, v t; • , : ; ^ 4  " -  ••; ■"• v

’ t •► f T *’-■ -•%■  ' *.,*'T*t* >'■  •* .kv , v ’*i/ rt,*> ■ ?̂’ i
/ -  '■  - v  . - ’ • * - f m  . r

J i ' . m  a l l  H i  • i  i . ‘ j p i i » (*' Cm' - i

® _____________  <SL
V A L D O B E . _________



T h e  C a r n a t i c .

^  *he delay between the firft refolution, and the prefent 1 759^
_ uim g | Englifh army to attack Vandiwafh, the government September.
r Z d t h  y "h a in e d  feme uncertain intelligence ° f  the >n-
t e n t lT  and again reinforced the main body there with 400 men 
tent ion, anu h bkevvife asran recalled Fum el,
from the adjacent garnlons. They likevv He agan
and more than half hie detachment were arrived a t j o n a ) .
from whence they were at this time advancing 1 •
and as it was reported, tinder the command o f Mr. Buhy. iujjoi 
r i ’emn mceivcd intehigeiicc o f the approach
information that the troops from the other g a m in s w e re  aruvei ^
Vandiwafh; and thus computing the whole num * Europeans to 
including the cavalry, mikad ot 1300, to c ftoukl be |oft
which his own force wjis neai Ly i ’ °  , frnm Pondicherry
before the arrival of the detachment they eapefted from Pondnhcrry

T i k e  were three pettahs under the diftance

and the e . ; tin v . 5 • h contained thc honfes o f the more

f  T he pettali to the raft commenced oppofite to the n . e . .mg ,
hollies. Ihepett , the eaft fide o f the fort, o f the ef-
and T h e weftern pettah ex-
phinade, aw J : t 1 fhe rfplan„fe  to the fouth it had
tended only along tne u ; an(| nloft o f ihe

for fome nme “^ ^ ^ t h e  Englilii army, had quitted their ha- 
natives, on the a- proaeh . h in ,|1C caftern

“ s - . 1  m —
w 'y  I d  on the efplanade to the fouth, and they kept gu„ on
the ramparts of the-fouth pettah ; but none as they ought, tin.

ruined pettah to the well.- A  thouihnd



1 7 >9* thou fa nd Europeans, including a company o f 80 Coffrees, and
.S^nuiTcr. hunnrcd Sepoys, were allotted to ferve in the attack : they were

diyid:d into three divisions; the firft led by Major Monfon, was to 
aflault the louth race o f the louth pettah, and having entered, were to 
advance through the Greets to the efplanade, where tire main body o f the 
French troops were lying; who at the fame time were to be attacked 
on the right by the lecond divifion, advancing out o f the pettah to 
the weft : this divifion was commanded by Major Robert Gordon.
1 he third Major Brereton commanded himfelf, as the referve for 
cyrations, and they took poft under a ridge which runs parallel to 
the weft face o f the fouth pettah, but farther back on the plain than 
the pettah allotted to Gordon’s divifion. The European and black 
horle were to halt a mile in the rear o f Brercton’s. The reft o f 
the troops w«re left to guard the camp. Monfon’s divifion confifted 
o f-d o  Europeans, of whom 200 were grenadiers, all that were in the 
«uim, and they had one company o f Sepoys as attendants: Gordon’s 
were 200 Europeans, and 80 Coffrees : Brereton’s 360 Europeans
and 500 Sepoys. Each of the three divifions had two excellent brals 
fix-pounders.

T h e pettah to the Sou ill has three principal Greets, which in­
t e n d  l t I ptirely from north to fouth, and feveral others in the 
laitie direction, of ftiortcr extent; nor are any o f the crofs-ftreets 

. from eaft to weft regularly pervious from one wall to the other 
and fome of them arc only fhort communications between the 

rects m the other direction : fo that many dodging advantages 
might he taken In knowledge o f their different bearings and inter­
jections. A t two in the morning, tlu: head o f Monfon’s divifion 
approached towards the gateway on the fouth h-e of the pettah and 
were challenged and declared by two or three Se. ijvs advanced' on 
the plain to look o u t; on which the guards on the iW parts beoaa 
to fire. I lie gateway was in a return o f the rampart Vrom the left 
aud the oad to it lay under the reft o f the rampart to the right, fo 
that t jc two fieh1-pieces which were advancing at the head o f the 
l.ne could not batter the gate at Jels than 150 yards, without 
xing immediately under the fire o f this part of the rampart, which

1 twith
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Vv.;th the uncertainty and delay of their effeft in the dark, deter- 1759. 
mined Colonel Monfon to try the wall at once. It had neither ditch s' ^ v̂ r< 
nor nallifade before it, and the firft grenadiers lighted upon a part, 
which, for want o f repair, permitted them to ferambie up, and 
being followed by more, they drove the enemy before them, opened 
the gate and let in the main body of the divifron. The gate entered 
upon the principal Greet of the three which leads through the pettah 
to the efplanade ; and the other two are about 50 yards on each 
hand. The troops, as they came in, firft ranged along the ground 
between the wall and the habitations, which was broad ; and then 
formed into three columns, one in each of the ftreets ; but tne two 
field-pieces moved at the head of the center column All the three 
advanced very deliberately, keeping as nearly as pofiiblc on the fame 
parallel the two outer columns lending Imall parties i'.ito the crois 
ftreets on their outward flanks to difledge the enemy from w h a te v e r  
polls their fire came, which, although not ftrong from any, was 
frequent and from feveral ; but the greateft annoyance was- from 
two field-pieces at the edge of the efplanade, firing down the center 
ftreet. However, they were at length filenced by the two field-pieces, 
with the center column. Firing had U -n heard on the ground al­
lotted to Gordon’s divilion, but loon cealed. In an houi and a b df
the three columns arrived at the openings on the el'pF A , where
to their 1'urprize they met no farther rcfiftance; aim cUilippointed 
of the alliftonce they expelled from Gordon’s divilion, it was re- 
folved to wait for day-light, and in the mean time to throw up a 
barricade at the head of the center-ftreet, which for want of .proper 
tools was very infufficiently performed. Their lots hitherto was not 

ten killed and wounded.
A  Ikv rocket was the fignal for Gordon’s divilion to advance 1mm 

the wefhrn pettah, and it was fired as foon as Monion’s had ente.u c 
theiouthern. The troops of Gordon’s had, for fca r o f difcom y, 
kept on the fide of the pettah fartheft rrom the efplanade, but 1 ref- 
ton and two or three more officers had examined tin. lln is, vvh e 1 
were very narrow, and beyond on the efplanade, vvheie t u y  0.1m 
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1 759. - the ground rugged, and interrupted with floughs and Branding water- 
Ee ttnibcr ^ ut Gordon not having acquired any diBiiift ideas from their repoit, 

boggled, and was confuted in the orders he gave. At length it was 
underBood, that the .troops', as boon as they had palled through the 
pettah, were to form on the elplanade in divilions, which would be 
15 ill front. The-felect picquet o f 40 picked men, commanded by 
Lieutenant Dela Douefpe, who were to lead the attack, were boon 
through, and formed, and advancing; Gordon himfelf was to 
march at the head o f the main body, but lie was not to be 
found when it was ranging on the efplanade ; and Prellon, his fecond, 
not knowing the motives o f  his abfence, would not venture to take 
his p oll; and thus the whole were Bopped, waiting his return. The, 
picqufcL marched with recovered arms, and without dropping a Biot, 
until they came to the angle o f the fouthern petfah, where the 
rampart had a fhouider, on which were mounted two pieces o f camion, 
which by the direction o f the llreets could not be turned to any fer- 
vice in the fight behind them ; and it fhould feem that the enemy 
had difeovered the fitvation and intention o f Gordon’s attack, for a 
conliderable body of infantry were waiting at the angle, fomc on the 
rampart, and others at the edge o f the houfesbelow; who, as boon 
a , *he picquct were within a tew yards* fuddenly threw a number 
of blue lignii, whicbi difeovered them intirely, and were inftantly 
followed by «. Brong running fire of mu Ike try, and thedifeharge of 
the two piece; of cannon ; but the whole of the execution was 
from the mulkotiy, foi as the picquet wa9 almoB'under the rampart, 
rile cannon co dd not point low enough, and fired over their heads. 
Douefpe returned the fire with difparity of.fituatkm, and greater of 
numbers, but would not retreat without orders, and was not with­
out hopes of being immediately joined by the main body of the di- 
vition, cfpccial ly a' the two pieces which accompanied it, began to 
anfwer the two gum; on the rampart. But his expectations of farther 
1 upper t w a r  vain. The Ihot of the two guns from the rampc C’tell near 
the m i ” jody whilB forming, and fane rnulketry fired upon them 
from-the covered way of the fort, on which the So colfrees all ran 

2 back
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back Into the p'ettah, -and through it, q u i t e  away, and the wuio~
T,eaus uot led on, and having nothing effeftuil to no upon, ouo. ^ipoarjer. 
broke and went off likewife, leaving the picquet, and t.ie tield- 
picces ftill engaged. But Prefton, for Gordon w'as not yet to be found, 
knowing the determination of the picquet to perfevere, ran. nng y to 
them, and brought them back to the*pettah, where they j omc tie  
officers deferted by all the reft of th e.troops: but the artillery­
men, animated by the well-known refolution of their commandant 
Captain Robert Barker, ftill ftood by him and their guns. The fugitives 
not all equally frightened, made their way to the relervcd diviiion 
with Brereton, who on the iirft notice, ran unaccompanied to the 
pel tab from whence they were coming, and in tire i uong impu e 
of indignation, ran the firft man he met through the body : 
unfortunately he was one of the braveft in the arm y, to t lat 
this example carried little influence, and lett none to exhorts* 
tion, and very few obeyed his ca ll; with whom he went as far as 
the two guns, which Barker was ftill firing, and by this counte ­
nance had deterred the enemy from making a puffi, which won 
caflly have taken them ; but Brereton, fenfible of the nfk to which 
they were expofed, ordered him to rb.ov them off into the petta 1, 
from whence they joined the refen e at the ridge. Thus a w nc 
pone before the firing ceafed in the fouthern pettah, cnudon
with four or five o f the fugitives foon after nppean .!, coming m 
at the gate to the fouth, where Monfon’s diviiion had entered.

The day broke, and the enemy’s fire recommenced and cncreafcd 
with the light. The gunners, whom the Keftidar had admitted 
into the fort, plied the cannon on the towers oppoiite to the 
three ftreets, to the head of which Monfon’s diviiion had ad­
vanced ; and with the field-pieces on the clplanacie, their lire was 
from 14 guns all within point blank, from the fort at 300, from 
the field-pieces at 1.00 yards. I h e .return w is from tic 
field-picc:. at the head of the eenter-ftreet, and from platoons ot 
mufketry in the other two. The dilpanty was lcveie, ton e 
jvot be long maintained The officers ordered the men m an] *
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ed, to take fhelter under the fheds projecting before the walls of the 
houfes in the enfiladed ftreets; the fheds, as in the other towns of 
Co omundel, were fsparated from each other by partitions o f brick or 
mud . tome withdrew into the crofs ftreets immediately behind. 
Neverthelels, all who appeared were fo exceflively galled, that it was 
neceflary to retreat; but from the continual hope of fupport from 
the two diviiions without, Major Monfon wifhed not to quit the 
contort until the laft extremity. In the middle of the pettah is 
a continuation of ftreets leading quite acrofs it, although not in a 
ftreight line, from the eaft to the weft fide, where the laft ends upon 
the area of a pagoda, in which a party had been ported, and the wou 
ed '.vtrefhcltered andferved. The col umns were ordered to retire hi trials 
line of the crofs-ftreets, where all, according to the breadth of the main 
ftreets, might fire down them, and immediately difappear, until loaded 
and ready to fire again. This movement ftaggered the enemy, for they 
could do no more, if they continued on *:he efplanade at the other 
extremity of the ftreets; and if they advanced along them, would be 
expofed in deep columns. Neverthelefs, confident in their numbers, 
and prefling to decide before the Englifti troops lhould be reinforced 
from without, they began and maintained this fight with great 
fp. arid activity, until they were convinced it could not fucceed ; on 
which tiicy ,int off their rears, which brought two of their field- 
pieces from ti efplanade, and with them marched along a ftreet ad­
joining to the weftern wall of the pettah,which led them to the pagoda 
towards this end of the crofs-ftreets: which the guard immediately 
a' ndoned, leaving feme of the wounded in the pagoda ; having fe­
cund this ftation, the party advanced the field-pieces along the line 
of the crofs ftreets, firing and taking in flank the whole of Mon Ion’s, 
d’tvifion,againft which flic attack in front likewife continued, and with 
< ncrealing vivacity: and in a very little while the remaining field-piece 
ot the divifion was di tabled : on which the men began to lufe courage, 
and Monfon onfultiug liis feoond, Major Calliaud, tliey icfblved to 
ret ■ -.-•at â :'. fake poll againil the fouthera wall of the pettah. The 
gn radio. ;.f one of the Company’s battalions were to halt near the 

I gateway^
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" '" 'iite w a v  but feeing it open, marched out into the plain, quickening 1 759. 
their pace at every ftep. Major Calliaud, who:was near, inftead of £ 3 ^  
callino after them, followed, and running beyond, ltopped 1 udder.ly 
before° them, and cried, “ Halt.” The in {Haft of difcipline pre­
vailed. They obeyed, and forming as he ordered, laced, and, luckily
for themfelves, followed him into the pettah. Major Monfou met 
him at the gate, and, in the midft of much vexation,, thanked him 
with much cordiality; but faid, that the whole bod', fhll clofely 
prefled by the enemy, were faultering too fail to be trufled any 
longer ; and that it was better to lead them off in order, than rifque 
their going off in confufion of their own accord, i he exhoitations 
or their commanders encouraged them to keep then ranks , the Se­
poys marched in front, helping to carry off the wounded, and fif­
teen prifoneis. The enemy, by unaccountable oveifight, did not 
follow them into the plain ; but were contented with firing from the 
w a ll: about half a mile from which, the line halted in a grove, and 
in a little while perceived Major Brereton’s and Gordon’s divifions, 
with the European and black horfe, the Sepoys, and two field- 
pieces, advancing round to join them ; at the fame time, they (aw 
the whole body of the enemy’s Europ'— i cavalry, 300 rider?, ap­
proaching from the eaftern pettah, where they had remained in <■ 
pcitation of an opportunity of cutting off their retreat, -  irom
want o f alertnefs, they loft, and could not venture tc attack after'
Brercton appeared. The whole returned to the bank, where Brere- 
ton’s divifion had taken poft, and in the afternoon from thence to 
the camp, without moleftation or ahum. The ,‘ots, on the imme­
diate review, appeared to be 12 officers, and 195 rai k and file, 
killed, wounded,, and taken prifoilfrs. The lieutenants Minns and 
Latour were the only officers; but, it was fuppoied, that 70 rank 
and file were killed ; and that of this number, 50 fell in the pettah.
The cagernefs of performing fbme.diftinguilheb i-'rvice before Colonel 
Coote lhould arrive, and fuperfede him in the command of the army, 
urged Colonel Brereton to make this attack, which was much 
more hardy than judicious, even if the enemy had imt 'ecu - - 
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o f the body which fuftained the grcateft part o f the lcfs, rather 
encrealed than diminifhed the confidence o f  the army. T h e  enemy 
fudercd as much, having 200 killed and wounded. Mainville, who 
commanded againft Lawrence at Tritchinopoly, juft before the truce 
in 1754, and two Captains, were killed.

The two l'quadrons anchored on the n th , the day after they had en- 
gaged each othe ; the Englilh in the road of Negapatam, the French 4 
leagues farther to the fouth, who being much lefs difabled, were 
ready to fail again on the 13th; and two days after, anchored in the road 
of Pondicherry. The fhips immediately landed whatfoever fupplies 
they had brought for the fervice o f the colony ; the treafure amouT- 
ed only to 16000 pounds in dollars, and the diamonds taken m the 
Grantham, were worth 17000 pounds. The troops were only 180 
men. Mr. D ’Ache would not go afhore, and fignified his inten­
tion of failing immediately for the iflands. The feafon, although 
advanced, was not yet dangerous, nor were his fhips more hurt than 
the Englifh ; hut this refolution role from intelligence o f the four 
men of war, which were coming with Rear-Admiral Cornifh to join 
Mr. Pococke, and who might arrive every day. Accordingly, early 
i. the morning of the 19th, Mr, D ’Ache made the lignal for weigh­
ing, and T  ■* ''e fhips loofed their top-fails,

The fupplrs they had brought were fo much lefs than the wants 
and hopes o f ehc colony, that disappointment appeared in every 
Lee ; but the fight of the fhips getting under fail, in 24 hours after 
their arrival, fpread univerfal confternation, and excited the utmoft 
indignation. A ll the military officers, the principal inhabitants, and 
even the .clergy, aflembled at the governor’s, and immediately 
formed themfelves into a national council; which unanimouflv de­
creed, that the precipitate departure o f the fquadron muft produce 
the moft detrimental confequenecs to the interefts o f the ftate, as 
holding out to all the powers o f the country an tfpp'M'dous ac­
knowledgement that they had been entirely defeated in the laft en- 
gag me. ' and could not (land another 5 and that they utterly do*
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fp aired o f everything on fhore. In confequence of this deliberation, 1759' 
a proteft was immediately drawn, declaring Mr. D ’Ache refponfible oitober  ̂
for the lofs of the colony, fuch were the words, and refolving to 
complain to the King and miniftry, and demand public juft ice o f 
his conduct T h e fhip Due d’Orleans was by fome accident de­
tained in the road, after the others were under fail, and the com­
mander was charged to deliver the proteft to Mr. D ’Ache, and a 
copy to every commander in the fquadron, which were twelve 
leagues out at fea when the Due d’Orleans joined them. Mr.
D ’Ache hnmediately held a general council o f his captains, and 
on the 2 2d anchored again in the road o f Pondicherry; and came 
ith( re to confult with Mr. Lally and the government. On the 25th, 
in the morni ig, the Englifh fquadron, coming from Negapatam, 
appeared ftanding in line o f battle into the road, but driving by the 
current to the northward. A ll the French flaips weighed, but 
hawled the wind dole, which being at w. s. w . kept them at their 
firft diftance from the Englifh, which they had it in their power to 
bear down upon, and engage. Mr. Pococke, unable to get up to 
them, kept his line o f battle until the evening, when he continued 
bis courfe, and anchored on the 27th at Madrafs. Mr. D ’Ache fti'l 
infilled on returning as foon as poffible to the iflands ; and the v— 
vernment of Pondicherry unwillingly compromifed fc hL depar­
ture, on condition that he Ihould leave all the Coffrees Lrving in the 
fquadron, which were 400, and 500 Europeans, either bailors or 
marines; who were accordingly landed, and he failed away on the 
30 th o f  September. Mr. L ally, with hisufual Ip hen, called the E u­
ropeans the feum o f the fea ; and, indeed, moll o f them for a while 
could be fit for little more than to. do duty in the town, whilft the 
regular troops kept the field.

T h e animofity o f Mr. L a lly  to Mr. Bully had continued, without 
remilfion : he even employed his emiftaries to p.e'-fuade Mr. Bully to 
make him prefent o f money, as a certain meairs o f reconciliation ; 
intending to nfe the proffer as a confeffion o f Mr. Bully’s delin­
quency, o f which he was every-where l’eeking proofs. Meant is

and



and ambition were never more ftriclly united than in this defign.
—̂ v— ' r.Jr. BuilV, having remitted his fortune to Europe, offered his credit,

r’ i f  employed in community with the government o f Pondicherry 
and Mr. T ally ’s, to raiie money for the public fervice ; but treated 
the hints of the other propofal, as the defperate zeal of his adherents 
unwarranted by himfelf. T hey C.w one another but feldom, but 
wejv obi: 1 to correspond on public affairs. T h e letters o f Mr.
Tally were replete with llifpicion, jealoufy, infinuation, artifice, in- 
folence, farcafm, and w it ; Mr. Bully’s, with fagacity, caution, de­
ference, argument, profound knowlege, the juffeft views o f affairs,

. and the wifeft means to promote their fucccfs: and Mr. Tally him­
felf, whilft he pretended to ridicule, rcfpccted the extent of his 
talents. Their di'Iention was in this flare, when the arrival o f a 
frigate from France on the 20th o f Auguft brought otders from the 
king and rnkiiflry, recalling all the intermediate officers, wdio had 
been lent with curnmiffions fuperior to Mr. Bully’s, and appointing 
him lecond in the command, and to fucceed to it after Mr. Tally. 
This diftin&ion produced a more civ il intercourfe, and Mr. Tally, 
with feeming complacence, alked the affiflance o f his counfels. The 
^rft he gave was the mofl obnoxious he could. Rajahlaheb, the 
vnfortunatc but inflgnificant foe o f Chundahfaheb, had lately found 
means «... x fuade Mr. Tally to appoint him Nabob o f the Car­
natic ; and tl e ceremony had been performed with oftentation, in the 
month of July, both at Arcot and Pondicherry. This promotion, 
without the participation of Salabadjing, the Subah of the Decan. 
was a public renun nation of his alliance, and might be improved by 
Ni zamaliy to confirm him in the intereftsof the Engliffi. T he approach 
o f Bafiaulut Jung on the; northern confines of the Carnatic appeared 
to Mr. Bulfy a rcfource, not only to re-eflablifh the. former union 
with Salabadjing, but like wife to ftrengthen the immediate opera­
tions o f the French m my, by offering Bafiaulut Jung the government 
o f die Carnatic and its dependencies under the ian&ion of Salabad- 
1ui,t, on condition that he would join them with his iroops. Mr.
J>. iiv ... ffi'A revolted again!! the idea: and his averfion to it was

imputed
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imputed not more to his jealoufy o f the importance which Mr. 1759. 
Bally would regain, by his influence with a prince long accuftomed o d ^ -  
to refpedt his character, than to his own obligations to Rajahfkheb, 
who it was faid had purchafed his appointment. However, Mr. Lally 
had confented, that Mr. Bully lliould march with a detachment 
to join Baflaulut Jung, and conclude the negotiation, when the 
French fquadron failed away from Pondicherry, where news 
arrived the fame day o f the attion at Vandiwalh, which Mr.
L ally, as a complete victory, fired a hundred guns round the 
ramparts o f Pondicherry, and wrote magnificent accounts o f the 
furcefs to every man o f confequence within or near the province.

* Ir. Bully arrived at Vandiwalh on the 5th o f O&ober. T h e 
Englilh army had left their encampment in fight of this place the 
day before ; they halted two days at Trivatore, during which heavy 
rains and the bad quality of the only water they had to drink brought- 
ficknefs upon the camp, which caufed Major Brereton to quit this 
poll:, and repair to Conjeveram, where they arrived on the 7th.
On the fame day, Mr. Bully marched from Vandiwalh with all the 
troops encamped there, reinforced from other parts to 1500 European 
foot and 300 horfe, befides the black berfe : he expected the Englifh 
might w-ait, and give battle, but they were gone ; and the garrif n 
left in Trivatore, which was only ten Europeans, and a company of 
Sepoys, furrendered to him at difcretion. Draughting 150 o f the 
European horfe, and 400 foot, to accompany him to Baflaulut Jung, 
he fent back the reft of the army to Vandiwalh, and arrived at Arcot 
on the 1 oth ; where he was detained feveral days, by the rains of 
the mbnfoon.

Baflaulutjung advancing from Polore gave out that he would attack 
Nelore ; but when he came near the Pennar quitted the fouthern 
road, and, turning to the weft, encamped on the 10th o f September 
on the plains o f Sangam, a town with feveral pn.godas on the bank 
o f the river, 16 miles from Nelore. Here he fummoned Nazeabulla 
and the three greater Polygars to come and pay their obelfl-u'ce *0 
him in perfon. Nazeabulla contrived to make him believv. ..uignii ed
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reports of the force o f his garrifon, and of troops coming to rem- 
— ' forc ^ from Madrafs, which brought on a civil intercourse o f letters

October. between them . put tlie Polygars he defpifed, and refolved not to 
fpare. They, however, fearing to offend the Engli.h government, 
endeavoured to evade the vifit by various excufes, on which he lent 
his hone over the river to forage on the arable lands for themfelves, 
rad to feize cattle and grain for the reft o f the army. This detri­
ment not prevailing, he palled the river with his whole force, and 
on the i ft o f October encamped at Sydaporam, a considerable town, 
where the hills of Hangar Yatcham begin on this fide, and fituated 
within ten miles o f Venkitagherri, the place of his relidence, and 
20 from Kataftri, which is the principal town o f Damerla Ve iki- 
tappah. Here he waited, not a little diftrefled for money, and ex­
pecting the arrival o f Mr. Bully, who, on the 18th, had made his 
firft day’s march from Arcot, when he was Hopped Ihcrt by extra­
ordinary intelligence from Vandiwaftn

More than a year’ s pay was due to the whole army : what money 
had been fupplied to them lately was in lieu o f their provisions, 
when not furnilhed r gularly. T h e foldiers believed, that much 
•’-lore than came had been brought by the Iquadron, and, what was ‘ 
\ orfe, that their general had amaffed and lecreted great wealth.
Then ---- idity at the aaion o f Vandiwalh had increafed the
indignation « f  their diftrelles. T h ey complained continually and 
openlv, nor die the officers ciiule to pun ills them on this fcore ; be- 
caofe the pica o f th< ir difeoutent was true. On others they wilhed 
to [ r. ft ;-ve the ufual- dilcipline. On the 16th fame foldiers of Lorraii, 
vvt re punilhed lbmc for negleft of duty, but others for fl ’venhnefs, 
vliich thev coul l not avoid. In lefs than an hour after this chaftiie- 

i a tit, the drums of Ixurain, compelled by 40 or 50 of the foldiers,
. ;,0 had c"iioTiir d. beat the general; and in an inftanr every man. 

of the regiment wis. under arms ; and in a tew minutes all con - 
• mvd in the fame refolution : refuting to admit the rommiftioned 

offi'ers, and every ferjeant, excepting two, tiny marched in order out 
of n e ca ^ y , towards tire mountain w here the Englifli army

lately.
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^ ^ late ly  encamped. The officers of Lully’s and the battalion of India, 5 759. 
hearing the drums of Lorrain, beat the general likewife, and turned T o fjlf  
out the line, thinking the camp was going to be attacked by the 
Englifh; and fome of the officers who had per lifted in accompanying 
the men of Lorrain, prevailed on them to flop ; but could not, to 
return, before they knew the intentions of Lally’s and India, of w^om 
they had fome doubt, whether not preparing to furround and attack 
them. For this purpofe they detached a picket to confer with them, 
o f whom the fpokefman was the boldeft of the mutiny, and, inftead 
of propofing any conditions for Lorrain, exhorted all he harangued to 
follow their example, and redrefs their common wrongs, imlels the 
wl> ,le army immediately received the full arrears of their pay. His 
words ran liks fire: all, animated with the fame fpirit, cried out, march.
The expoftulations o f their officers were vain, they were ordered to 
retire. Parties and detachments were commanded, which brought 
up the field-artillery, the tumbrils, oxen, tents, and baggage, and 
even obliged the buzar and market, which confifted of 2000 per- 
fions, and a multitude of animals, to move with them, and to which 
they appointed the ufual guard. They fent : ike wife to demand the 
colours ; but, feeing the officers determined cO die rather than d- 
liver them, defifted. As foon as avery thing was gathered, t’le 
whole line, with feventeen pieces of cannon, march* } As
foon as they arrived at the mountain, they with one voice elected 
La Joye, the ferjeant-major o f the grenadiers of Lorrain, their 
commander in chief; and he immediately nominated another fer- 
leant, his major-general, and appointed the bt ft of the rank and 
file to command the different companies, with the ufual titles 
o f commiffioned officers. Orders were then prepared, and read 
at the head of the men, exacting every article of the fi rvice. The 
camp was pitched, centries, pickets, advanced guards, rounds, calls, 
with every detail of duty and difeipline, ftri&ly observed. They did 
not like, b’*t did not refufe, the vifit of feveral of their officers; 
but forbade every interference that feemed authority. On hints 
whether they intended to go over to the Englilh, they pointed to
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' <3yapj'. their cannon, which were ranged in front o f the camp, facing the
0 l̂r~ ' north, from whence alone the appearance o f the Englifh army 

could be expedled. T he night pafled without riot or confufion.
In the mean time, exprefles were fent to Pondicherry, where the 

whole council immediately aflembled at Mr. Lully’s, who accufed 
them all, as the indigators of the revolt; but produced 10,000 pa­
godas out of bis cheft, and fent them by the Vifcount Fumel, with 
the promiil- of a general pardon to the troops. T he council likewife. 
gave alYurances, that the whole arrears fhould be difeharged in a 
month, and fent their p’nte to the mint, as an earned;, which 
example was followed by many o f the inhabitants. Fumel arrived 
early in the morning of the 20th at the camp o f the troops, who 
had moved fix miles farther on to the weftward, towards Arm : He 
was permitted to confer with their chiefs, whom he narangued on 
the obvious topics o f defertion, difhonour, and the deftrufHon o f all 
rhe French interefts in India, and thought them fufficiently relented, 
to appeal to the whole ; who, according to his requeft, aflembled 
round him on the plain, to the number o f 2000 men. He gave 
hints o f the money an 1 pardon and his representations had well- 
nigh converted them, when 70 or 80, who were the delperate mu- 
‘ :necrs, and had kept away from the afleinbly, rufhed in with there 
bay . *-s fixed, and laid, that nothing could be determined without 
their confent which fhould never be given to a reconciliation before 
they had recaved every farthing o f their arrears. Fumel, thinking 
neither their number or violence fufficient to revoke the impreffion 
he lead made, broke up the aflembly, fignifying, that he fhould re­
turn to Vandiwafh, and wait there three hours for their determi­
nation, before he returned to Pondicherry. W ithin the time the 
andver came ; the ferjeant La Joye was a fenfible man, and difap- 
proving, although lie commanded the revolt, prevailed on ’them to 
be content with receding fix months pay immediately, the red in a 
month, and a general amnefty, figned by Mr. Lailv, and all the 
members of the council o f Pondicherry. Accounts were imme­
diately 1( gun ; and, whilft waiting for them and the return o f med

fengers
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Tengers from Pondicherry, the troops continued abroad with the 1759. 
fame regularity as before, under his command. The pardon arrived, 
and the money was paid on the 21ft in the morning, and the whole 
body, excepting 30 who had deferted, marched back under the com­
mand of then former officers to Vandiwafh, where before evening 
the whole camp was enlivened with dances and jollity, as if  after 
fome fignal fuccefs.

Mr. Buffy, on the firft intelligence o f the revolt, refolved to pro­
ceed no farther, until he faw the event. The difeontent caught the 
troops he had taken with him, and he was obliged to appeafe them 
by a month’s pay, and then to wait, until the money to make up 
the fix months, as to the reft o f the army, was remitted from Van- 
diwafn ; and before he refumed his march, feveral incidents had 
happened, which neceflitated him to change the ftate o f Iris detach­
ment, and the rout he intended to take.

As foon as the Englifh army, returning from their unfuccefsfm 
attempt at Vandiwafh, arrived at Conjeveram, 200 Europeans, with 
two field-pieces, 200 black horfe, and 500 Sepoys, were detached 
under the command of Captain More, towards the encampment 
o f Baffaulut Jung at Sidaporum ; they w “t.* to be joined in the 
way by the fix companies o f Sepoys at Tripetti, by 1000 be 
longing to Naze„abullah at Nelore, and by the Europeans in both 
thefe places, who were about 70. This force was intended to 
follow and harrafs Baffaulut Jung’s army, if  they fhould march 
round to meet and join Mr. Bully ; but it was the 15th of Oftober 
before they reached Kalaftri, where the troops from Tripetti arrived 
the lame day, but thofe from Nelore had not yet advanced. The 
two Polygars, Bangar Yatcham and Damerla Venkatypettah, terri­
fied by the cavalry of Baffaulut Jung at their borders, and doubtful 
o f the diftant prote&ion of the Englifh troops, temporized, and ac­
cording to his lummons went to his camp, accompanied by Sampe- 
trow. This man, who has been formerly mentioned, came into the 
province with the Nabob Anwarodean Khan, and had ferved as his 
Duan, or pnme-minifter, until his death ; after which, he w-'s fom<- 
times confulted and employed, but never trufted, by Mahomed ally, and

had
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X'2rydpp. 1) ! a iittle before the ffege hfMadrafs retired with his wealth, which 
— ' was cbniiderable, to Kalaftri. His diiguft to the prelent Nabob had

reached hitii to Maphuze Khan, who hill continued liSlpIcfs auu 
difedhtented, endeavouring to'keep up the difturbances which he had 
created in the Tinivelly countries. An officer deputed by h.cm 
both went to Baffaulut Jung, as loon as it was known that lie had 
feparated from his brothers, Salabadjing and N izam ally; and it is 
laid, feco’ndcd the advice o f the French in his fervice, to enter the 
Carnatic, but with very different views ; for Sampetrow, who ma­
naged the intrigue, intended that Baffaulut Jung Ihould proclaim 
himlelf Nabob, and appoint him his Duan ; forel’eeing that the 
concerns of his countries nearer the Kriftna would foon call him 
aw ay; when he intended that Baffaulut Jung Ihould nominate Ma- 
phuzeKhan his deputy in the Carnatic, and Sampetrow continuing 
Duan, would, by his afcendance over Maphuze Khan, gather the 
whole power of the government into his own hands. W hen it was 
objected what engagements were to be taken or kept with the French, 
Samp’etfow fa id, None, if  poffible, with either them or theEnglifli; 
but, if  neceflitated to hufe, Maphuze Khan was at lcafl: equally free 
from predilection to effVr. As a fpecimen o f his own abilities tor 
the iituation to which Jie afpire l, he perfuaded the two Polygars to 
make each of them a prefent of 40,000 rupees in ready money, and 
added the fame Him o f his own. This affiftance was very much 
’..anted, and gave recommendation to his counfel, o f Xvhich he was 

peCting the e fit. Cl, when an officer of the ffrft diftiilCtion in Sala- 
badjing’ s court, ai.d he confident of Nizamally, arrived in the 
camp, with offers of fricndlhip, reconciliation, and grants, to dif- 
luade Baffaulut Jung from entering into any alliance with the. 
French agninff: the Englifh. Nizamally forefaw, that the ftandard 
of his brother, as the foil o f Nizamalmuluck, with the force he com­
manded, and his reffiurces, i f  a Cling in conjunction with the French 
■ a the Carnatic, might turn the fortune of the war hi their favour ; 
and, in their fuccefs, he favv and dreaded, with abomination, the 
rciW atim «f Mr. Bufly to the councils o f Salabadjing, as the ruin 
o f his own ambition. Baffaulut Jung inclined to the advice o f Sam- 

1 petrow,
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frpctrow, and would probably have advanced into the plains of the 1̂ '/59- 

Carnatic, with equal profeflions to the French and Englfih, it the Oflohciv 
troops had not arrived as they did at Kalaftri. 1 heir ap- 

pearatu 'ffconcerted him the more, becaufe the commander ot the 
French in his army, and the agent deputed to him from
Pondicherry, had, with as much confidence as imprudence, allured 
him, before he crofled the Pennar, that Mr. Bufiy would join him 
at Sydaporum on the i l l  o f October. It was now the 19th, and 
Baflaulut Jung, fo long difappointed, would not at length believe 
that Mr. Bufiy had even left Pondicherry ; when reports arrived o f 
the revolt at Vandiwafh ; on which, he beat his great drum, re- 
orofled the Pennar, and marched to the n . w . into the country of 
Cudapah, towards the capital of the fame name. The French troops 
accompanied him, difirefled for neceflaties; but then officers pre­
vailed on him to requeft of Mr. Buffy, that he would immediately 
advance and join him in C’udapah. Mr. Bufiy received this intelli. 
gence on the 24th, and let out the lame day 1 but, as moie tban half 
the way he had to pafs was through the mountains, he took with 
him only three companies of Sepoys, 100 of the European horfe, and 
200 black under a good partisan, which .c had enlifted at his 
own expence at Arcor, becaufc thofe he '.ad brought from Vancli- 
walh were gone off for want o f pay. T hey marched without artil­
lery, and with very little baggage.

The monloon, with figns of ftormy weather, warned Admiral 
Pocoekc to quit the coaft : the prelidency endeavoured to periuadc 
him .0 leave fuch of his Ihips as did not require the dock, in the 

of Tvinconamalee ; from whence they might return with the 
fair weather in January, ready to oppofe any part of the French fqua- 
tlron. which might he lent back, expeditioully from the illands, in 
order to command the coafi during the ablence ot the Enghfh ; but 
Mr. Pococke judicioufiy refolved not to diminifh his firength, until he 
had rounded Ceylon, and was far enough up ti.e Malabar coafi to 
be fure the enemy were not waiting to meet him there, under this 
very disadvantage: but promifed, as foon as lecurc from this event,.
to £u4 round Mr. Cornilh’s Ihips, if they Ihould join mm m the
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X̂ jF%^u// way. On the 16th, the Revenge, which had been left cruizing to 
^ie ônt]\ward, came in with intelligence that fhe had on the 8 fir 
fallen in with Mr. Cornifh’s divifion, and [three Indiamen. hcvi’M 
on board Colonel Coote, with 600 men, the remainder < is regi­
ment, and that they ttô re beating up to Madrafs. Mr, 1 -'^cke 
failed, with his fquadron, at break o f day on the 18th, and the fame 
night met Mr. Cornifh’s off Pondicherry : he immediately put fuch 
of the troops as were on board the men o f war into the Queenfbo- 
rough frigate, and fent her away, with the three Indiamen, to Ma­
drafs : where they did not arrive until the 27th, taking ten days 
; y  id the monfoon to gain what with it might have been run in as 
many hours. As foon as the troops were landed, 200 from the camp 
were embarked, in five Indiamen, for Bengal, wfith Major Calliaud, 
whom Colonel Clive had requeued might be fent to take the com­
mand of the army in that province, i f  Colonel Coote Ihould tfe de­
fined to ferve on the coaft. Sixty Europeans had been fent a few 

days before to Mafulipatam ; but thefe detachments were partly com- 
pcnfited by another exchange o f prifoners with Pondicherry, from 
whence 170, all that remained there, were delivered, and arrived 
on the 1 7th at Madraf .

The Lift exchange be 0 -e this in Auguft had cleared Tritchinopoly 
o f the remainder of the French prifoners in confinement there. The 
numbers which, 011 different fuccefles, had been brought into the city, 
were 670, all taken during the campaigns o f Colonel Lawrence, 
under the w alls of the city ; but only 400 were remaining to be re- 
lunfed, in the late exchanges : of the reft mofl had died ; 30 had neen 
lint on their other o f en Idling to ferve with-Mahomed IfToof in the 
countries of Madura and Tinivclly ; and tire others, who, although 
foreigners were not Frenchmen, had been admitted to ferve in the 
garden  o f Tritchinopoly, which, the final clearance o f its dungeons 
rtk a fed from the fevered: and moft anxious part o f their duty. 
T h e detachment o f ,0 men fent from Madrafs, arrived at the city on 
the 26th o f Auguft. The Dutch at Negapatam would not let them 
land in their bounds, which obliged them to come on fihore in the open 
town o f Ncgore, where they would have been expofed to riiquo, i f  
v 4 there
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;; there had been a ftrong force in the French fort of Karical. W ith 1759.

th’s reinforcement the garrifon had 250 eftimated Europeans, moft 
c f  v,L~m were invalids, deferters, or topafles, and 3000 Sepoys; 
and the bob ftill maintained his 1000 horfe, which had afforded 
parr’—, lulticit.. t to fecure the revenues of the (lift rifts of Tritchinopoly 
fouth of the Coleroon, of Seringhamon the other ftde, and eyen farther 
on toVolcondah, before the detachment with Fumel had extended the 
authority of the French government as far as Utatoor. The inter­
mediate villages, of which the French had lately taken pofleflion, had 
remained for many months before unmolefted, and were flourilhing; 
and, as foon as it was known that Fumel was returning fromVolcon- 
dah to Pondicherry, Captain Jofeph Smith detached Captain Richard 
Smith, with 180 Europeans, four guns, 800 Sepoys, and 500 of # 
the Nabob’s horfe, to recover the country that had been loft.
T hey marched on the 18th of September; but had only crofted 
the Coleroon, when news of the arrival of the French fquadroh 
at Pondicherry alarmed the Nabob fo much, that, to quiet his 
apprehenlions, all the Europeans, with 600 of the Tpoys, were 
recalled into the c ity ; but the horfe, with the other 200 Sepoys, 
went on to Utatoor. Colonel Brereton when determined to 
march againft the French at Vandiwafh, h.xt enjoined Jofeph Smith 
to undertake fome cnterprize which might draw off a part of their 
force from their ftations towards the Paliar, and oblige them to de­
tain to the fouthw.ard, what might be at this time in thole quarters; 
his letters arrived on the 6th of Oftober. J. Smith had for fome time 
me hated an attempt to retake Detfi Cotah by farprize, to give the 
fquadron a certain ftation, from which, they might be fupplied with 
water and provifions, without begging leave, as it w ere, of the Danes 
and Dutch. The opportunity was at this time probable ; for, confiding 
in the remotenefs of its lituation from any of the: Englilh ftations, and 
wanting troops in other parts, Mr. Lallv had reduced the garrifon to 
30 Europeans and 100 Sepoys; and jh e  Coleroon, which difenv 
bogueth into the lea near Devi Cotah, was at this time full and rapid 
Oil the night of the 9th, Captain Richard Smith, w ith 140 Europ am 
and Topafles, 300 Sepoys, two petards, and fome fcahng ladders.
. V q l . II. T  z z embarked



embarked In two large boats, which fervcd as ferries over the Cole- 
roor., and thirteen o f wicker, covered with leather, which are 1 nr e . 
wife nfed on the fame river. Lieutenant Horne, with 500 Q pMrc 
and two field-pieces, marched two days before to Tanjo** md the 
Nabob’s horfe, with the 200 Sepoys, advanced from CLcaioo. ^  the 
diftricls of Verdachclum ; all the three parties were to join, and at­
tack Chilambarum, if  the attempt on Devi Cotah fucceeded. It wras 
expected, that the current would carry the boats down in 60 hours, 
although the diftancc by the courle of the river is 200 miles. Heavy 
rains commenced as foon as the troops were embarked, and conti­
nued this and the fucceeding day. At the noon o f tlie n t h  
they landed in an unfrequented part covered with wood to drefs 

• their meal and clean their arms; in the enfuing night, one o f the 
large boats, in which w as Enlign Hunterman, with half the Eu­
ropeans and Topafles, the fealing ladders and petards, and feven o f 
the fmaller boats, loft the main channel o f  the river, and entered 
into that which leads from it on the left toward Chilambarum, 
and lima alter ran aground on a bank of fand ; where feeing no­
thing of the other belts, and uncertain whether they were before 
or behind, or vhetl.'v  they might not likewdfe have ftruck 
on forae land, Hunterman relolved to remain where he was until 
day-light; before which, Captain Smith, with the reft o f the boats,
■ was arrived at the rendezvous, five miles from Devi Cotah, and 
waiting for thofo with Hunterman, which did not come up until 
r u; evening. T bis delay dilcovercd t!u detachment. b r ;e r -  
u-- .Is ( ..ptaiti Sn irb iviuchcd a., rtfi the land,, and took pofi on 
the 14th, intending to clenkuL in the 1 nfuinp; n igh t.. T w o "broad 
and deep channels oi the Cuh.roon pa ft along the north and foutl 
inks of the fo rt; the ground to the weft was at this time a morals* 
the caftern face ftan ding on dryland, was the only part acceffible * 
hut had a dry ditch and glacis; both, however, flight. The boats 
earn ing the troops dfhpt d*wn the north channel -o'the ftrancl 
r; ere all landed. T h e Europeans were to efcalade, the Sepoys to 
fuflain them, and no fire was to be given by any on any caufc, 
hofiue the Europeans had gained footing on die rampart. The 
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moon was rlfen, and the Europeans with the ladders were -7;9- 
nererthelclV at the foot of the wall before they were discovered 'q 7\(7Ẑ  
by r garrifon, who immediately thronged and fired ; which 
the £ 'at the creft of the glacis, who Shared part of it, returned 
in much htn v and confufion, and then ran away; on which Cap- , 
tain Smith feeing no farther probability of fuccc-is, ordered 'die Eu- - 
ropeans to retreat likewife. Thirty of them had continued in the 
boats, unable to move with fvvelled legs, acquired by Setting 60 
hours up to their knees in water ; and nine, who were foreigners, 
had deferted. The next day lie received intelligence of the repulfe 
of the Englifh troops at Vandivvafh, fignified with apprehentions 
of evil confeqvences from the ill fucccfs; arid this news, with the 
mifchances of his party, and the preparation of the garrifon rendered 
farther perfeverance imprudent. In the morning the dilabled men 
were lent off to Atchaveram, and the reft followed in the afternoon.
The fwelling of the rivers had prevented Horne’s detachment from ad- 

- vancing beyond Tanjore; and if they had, the,, news T  the repinfc 
at Vandiwafh, would equally have prevented the attempt on Chi- 
lambarum ; and they were ordered to it urn to Tritchiimpob.
Captain Smith followed, with his o\. . detachment, and all the 
ftores, through the'eountry along the fouth bank of the Coleroon, ami 
arrived on the 24th. The fmall boats were burnt for want of hands 
to carry them back, but the two larger were left to be towed up, as 
loon as the frelhes were palled.

■ .11 the revenues collected by the French government, even when 
t.ieir poffeffions were tnoft extended, had never fufficed for the ex­
pellees of the field, Much ground had lately been recovered by the 

» Englifh; whofe reinforcements, and their late, although unfuccc f,ful,
attack on Valldiwaih alarmed the country on the iouth ot the Palinr; 
in which many of the villagers were quitting their fields, which 
gave the. renters fpecious pretexts to requir • abatements on th-ir 
leales from tbe adminiftration of Pondicherry. No money, and many 
debts remained in tbe trealurj- there ; and the late revolt demonftrated 
that the troops could riot be trufted for the time to come any 
longer than they fhould be Arhftly paid. The only part of the pro-
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vince, whether under the French, the EngliCh, or the Nabob’s au- 
CL^Lj thority, which had lately remained exempt from ravage, con ^  

Oaobcr- tions, or military operations, was the country from Outatoo- ^  .
fouthern diftrifts of Tritchinopoly, including the rich fertile 
ifland of Seringham; where the approaching harvex. ,r Dcccu. 
which is by far the greateft of the year, promifed in this, a more 
-abundant crop than ufual. The government’s fliare was valued at 
600,000 rupees, and would be received in February. From thefe 
confiderations Mr. Lally refolved to take poffeflipn of thefe coun­
tries, with a force fufficient to keep the garrifon of Tritchinopoly 
within their walls. But as this could not be effe&ed, without ex- 
pofing the ft a tions and country near the Paliar to rifque, by the fub- 
ftra&ion of fucli a number of troops as would be lent away to.the 
fouthward, he meant to ftation 800 men near Arcot, who were to more 
to the relief of any place that might be attacked and, with this af- 
nftance in prolpect, he fuppofed that the garrifons he ftiould leave in 
the forts, although very (lender, would defend thcmfelves to extre­
mity, and protract the 1uccefl'es of the Lnglifh. force, until his ob­
ject to the fouthward .vas accompliftied. Mr. Deleyiit, and the 
Council of Pondicherry, >hje£ted to the feparation of the army, as 
fraught with the mod dangerous confequences. Mr. Lally imputed 
their repugnance to the intention he had declared of farming out the 
collections under his own infpc&ion, by which they would be de­
prived, as he fuppofed, of their ufual perquifites; and they attributed 
his propenfity to the expedition to the fame fpirit of peculation 

To confirm the appe arance of maintaining thePaliar, a detachment jf  
50 men of Lally’s regiment attacked three companies of Sepoys, pofted 
ir .1 vil l age called Checkrimalorc, fituated on the fouth bank of the 
river, in a line oppolite to Conjeveram ; but the Sepoys flood firm, 
killed five, and took three men, with an officer mortally wounded. 
Two companies were likewife pofted at Salawauk, between Outra- 
malorc and Chinglapett, of wh-ch Lieutenant Fletcher L ewofFone 
to (Lengthen the efcort proceeding with the laft exchange of French 
priloners to Sadrafs; on which the French guard at Outramalore 
drove away the other company remaining at Salawauk; but a few

days
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after, Lieutenant Fletcher recovered this pofl. At the fame- ^ 759v 

llli:fc parties and detachments were Continually moving, to accom- Novcmkcr.
* difpofitions Mr. Lally had arranged. The troops allotted 

r Ui l;  ->em expedition, were 900 Europeans, of which too were 
:)  1Qoo ^poys, 200 black horfe, and ten pieces of cannon, 

under the command of Mr. Crillon ; their rendezvous was at 
Thiagar, to which they reforted from diderent parts by various 
routes, and were all affembled there on the eleventh of November.
Neither the prefidency of Madrafs, nor Captain Smith at 1  nt- 
chinopoly, obtained any certain account of their force or inten­
tions The Nabob’s horfe, with the 500 Sepoys, which had been 
fent to Verdachelum, and had done no little milclnef during 
their excurfion, had returned toUtatoor on the 12th, and were halt­
ing there on the 15th, when they difeovered an advanced party or 
the enemy, which they fuppofed the whole, and immediately re­
treated to Pitchandah; a few hours after, the enemy came up to 
Samiaveram, and the next day, their horfe advanced, and reconno.tered 
the banks of the Coleroon, and then fell back and took pou "ith tJie 
reft in the village and pagoda of .Munfurpet. T he whole force 
was «  Europeans, too Coffees, 500 Sencv,, two guns, and bine 
black horfe, commanded by a partizan and .wo fubalterns ; of which 
Tofeph Smith obtained right intelligence; and early the next morn­
ing fent out 10 companies of Sepoys, 120 Europeans and topafles fix 
field -pieces, and 400 of the Nabob’s horfe, under the command of Ins 
ieccV  Richard Smith, and from the intimacy between them he 
accv mpanied the detachment as a volunteer They crofted the Cavert 
and Coleroon oppofite to the city. The village of Munfurpet 
lad rice-fields in front, through which the road onwards to the Co­

leroon was a caufeway raifed above them ; fo that the enemy had no at­
tack to fear on this fide, and their retreat was open to Samiaveram 
and Utatore. The banks of the Coleroon are fhep and lug.., and 
the water at this time was fo low as to run only in imall channe s, 
leaving large beds of fend,, and a fhore of it, under the banks. Three 
companies o f Sepoys were fent up the bank with the colours of j l l
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i!te companies, which they difplayed at proper diftancts to referable,
7̂  v,'“ ^  &<? m“'m hotly of the detachment hied unfee'n uncLr the 

bank, two miles on to the left, when quitting the fiver lCy con_ 
tinned their march in the bed of a water-cau,rle then d . .hich led 
to the north, and brought them on two miles, Bill uhdifcoVered, imtix 
they were in a line with Munfurpet, when the water-couife turn­
ing another way the troops came out of i t ; and as they were afeend- 
ing a riling ground juft before them, within a mile and a half of 
Munfurpet, were for the firft time perceived by the enemy there; 
v.hofe con fulion was much lefs than might have been expected from 
the furprize. They got, although in hurry, their line into order, 
and began to retreat faft in order to gain Samiaveram. The Nabob’s 
horfe were detached to harrafs and impede their front, and by hard 
driving four of the field-pieces were brought near enough to fire upon 
their line of march, when they Very imprudently imlimbered their 
guns to return this fire. Neverthelefs the purfuit lafted four miles, 
wrhen the' halted in a village, to ftand the brunt; but were foon 
heat from their guns, and the whole broke, and every man begged 

' quarter. One officer. 15 Europeans, and 30 Ccftrtes, were made 
prifoners; moft of the re : of thefe troops were killedduringthe purfuit 

• and fight. Someof the Sepoys were cut down inthebeginningof the rout 
by the Nabob’s horfe, who were immediately ordered to fparc all who 
flung dowrn their arms. The two guns, two tumbrils, a great quaf tity 

• of ammunition, all the baggage, and an elephant, were taken. Captain 
Richard Smith converting with one of the prilolicrs, obtaiiu i in­
formation from him of the force with Mr. Crillon, and,'to his great 
furprize, that it would encamp this very evening at Utatore, and ad­
vance on the morrow. Fatiguing as the ferviee of the day had been, 
no time was to be loft. The. whole detachment, with their pri- 
toners and fpoils, leturned that night to the bank of the Coleroon, 
and flept. on their arms, and early the next morning began to crols 
.she river, in which a iudden.frefti was coming down, which obliged 
the latter part of the detachment to pafs in boats, and the laft boat 
in which was one of the guns, was driven on a fand, from w hence 
it took four hours to releafe it, ai d four men were drowned in the

attempt; *

*
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; and by this time the foremoft of Crillon’s troops appeared on 175T' 

the bank of the river. The flood kept them there until the 20th, when 
. t W  ' '•''vffed into the Ifland of Seringham, and encamped oppofite 

to the weft Ace of the pagoda, in which Captain J. Smith had Rationed 
-00,.Sepoys, -re colleries armed with their long lances, and two 
field-pieces, with European gunners. The outward wall of the pa­
goda. being 40 feet high, can neither be defended nor efcaladed ; and, 
ff battered down, which would be tedious, the ruins would be dif­
ficult to pafs. The great gateway is within, 40 feet high, 30 broad, 
and 40 through to the iniide of the pagoda. As it is impoihble to 
weild gates of fuch a furface, a wall 20 feet high had been raifed 
acrofs the middle of the paffage, and in the wall was left an opening, 
in which like wife’ no gate had been jerefted. A trench was therefore 
dugacrofs the paflagein front, and a parapet was 1 axled behind the open­
ing for the field-pieces. At day-break on the 21ft, the French au> auce 1 
their heavieft cannon, which fooji heat down the partition-'’* all, aim 
difabled the field-pieces on the parapet. They then ran to the afiault, 
and {formed their way in ; not without much reiiftaiue Ann the 
Sepoys, but very little from the colleries. Irritated by their lots, 
they refufed quarter for fbmg time after all refiflar.ee had ccafed.
They then turned out whom they had 1 pared, when the mulkr.try 
fired upon them as they were going ;\way, and fome ol the European 
horf* rode after and cut doxvn others: but neither with the pcrrml • - 
fion of their officers. The garriibn of Tritchinopoly beheld tins 
war ten cruelty from the walls; but could give no Relief. Few ol 
the Sepoys regained the city, and one of the mrec companies was 
intirely loft. Jofepji Smith reproached Crillon levercly ibr this

larbarity. .
The prefidency, as foon as certified of the deftination of tin., part

of the French army, refolved that the whole of their own Ihould im­
mediately fake the field. Thexhoice o f operations was left to Colonel 
Coote, who on the 21 ft of November came from -ladraft to C o n w - 
ram, where the largeft divifion of the troops were in cantonimnu 
Having taken the command, he immediately aflombled a couneil et
war in which it was agreed, that the feparattd and diitant tittia- 

7 ' tions
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.tions o f the enemy’ s troops, left a fair opportunity to reduce the fort
---- - 0f  Vandiwafli, which it was determined to try. The troops which 

November. ^  landed with Colonel Coote, joined the camp at Conjr. cram uli 
the 23d ; from whence Captain Prefton was fent off the fame day 
with his own company o f infantry and of the pidiv ers, to remain 
at Chinglapett, in readinefs to advance with th* m when called for 
to Vandiwath, bringing likewife two eighteen-pounders and a howitz.
1 'he next evening Major Brereton proceeded with a ftrong detachment 
to attack Trivatore ; and on the 25th Colonel Coote with the main 
body advanced towards Arcot, where all the enemy’s troops in the 
field were encamped. Thefe difpofitions were meant to perplex their 
guefs o f what blow was intended; they had mold reafon to exped 
againft Arcot, but neverthelefs concluded Vandiwafli.

A  party fent forward by Major Brereton inverted Trivatore at nine 
;it night, but kept their guards fo negligently, that the garrifon, 
which were only a company o f Sepoys, efcaped through them be­
fore morning. Major Brereton, leaving two companies o f  Sepoys in 
Trivatore, marched cn with his divifion, and arrived the next day, 
which was the 26th, at Vandiwafli. Early the next morning .they 
a (faulted the pettah and carried it, after a flight refiftance from fome 
Sepoys, but without any i \fs.

Colonel Coote arrived the fame morning with his divifion at Arcot, 
where he law nothing of the enemy’s troops on the ground o f their 
encampment near the town. T h ey had fent a detachment on the right 
of the 24th, preceding the morning thatColonelCoote began his march, 
which attacked the Englifli port at Checkvimalore, where the three 
companies o f Sepoys had juft been reinforced, without the enemy’s 
knowledge, with 50 Europeans from Conjeveram. Theirdetachmentat 
tacked before day-break of the 25th, and were repulfed, with the lofs 
of 2o Europeans, and their commanding officer, and retreated imme­
diately to Chittapei; to which, as appointed the general rendez­
vous, the reft o f the troops in the field at Arcot were on their march 
in the evening o f the 26th, whilft Colonel Coote’s divifion was ap­
proaching the ground they were quitting. Jn the evening o f the 
27th, fome hours after his arrival. t Arcot, Colonel Coote received 
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\^ v^g^2 pre{s from Major Brereton of his fuccefs on the pettah of Van- 1 7 ^ 4 ^  
divvafh ; and immediately made a forced march towards him. The next  ̂ f— J 
fh’̂  be left Major Monlon to bring on the line, and proceeding with Novem ber  

the cavalry, arrived before noon at Vandiwalh; where Brereton had 
almoft complf^d a battery for the two eighteen-pounders which 
accompanied hi: divifion. It was ere&ed in the weilern pettah, 
againft the tower and cavalier in the s. w. angle o f the fort. In 
the night, another battery was begun near the n . w . angle of the 
fouthern pettah, dire&ly oppofite to the fame tower; and both 
were compleated before the morning; but as the two eighteen- 
pounders expected from Chinglapett were not arrived, two twelve- 
pounders brought up from the line were mounted in their Bead. H i­
therto the enemy had fired day and night from the walls, and only 

' {lightly wounded one man. The fire of the batteries opened with 
the day, which was the 29th, and the tower attacked was filenced, 
and a practicable breach made in it, before noon : when Colonel Coot^ 
fummoned the French officer, who anfwered, that he fhould obey 
the orders he had received, to defend the fort to e x t- .-b y . The 
batteries then continued to difmantle other parts of the defences; and 
in the evening Major Monfon came up, with the main body of

the army. 1
In the morning, the Kellidar lent < >me of his officers and lor- 

vants, to ftipulate for his own fecurity in the event. Colonel Coots 
pie lo-ed himfelf to continue him in the fort, and in the rent o f the 
difh 'as, as a dependent of the Company, i f  he would, with his own 
troops, feize, and deliver up thofe he had admitted belonging to the 
French ; but infilled on a pofitive anfwer by two in the afternoon ; 
at which hour no anfwer cam e; but a little after, the French foldiers 
appeared on the walls, and called out, that they would deliver up the 
fort. Colonel Coote chanced to be at the battery, and immediately 
ordered a company of Sepoys to advance, and take pofleffion of the 
gateway; who when they came there, were tcM that the key was 
with the Kellidar. T h is baulk might have produced untoward con- 
fequences, if  Colonel Coote, at the fame time that he lent the Sepoys 
to the gate, had not advanced himfelf with another company to the
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breach, which they entered without oppofition ; and being immedi- 
November atety followed by lome o f the officers with the picquet, no refiftance 

was attempted in any part o f the fort. The troops belonging to 
the French were five fubaltern officers, 63 private Europeans, and 
100 Sepoys; the Kellidar’s, 500 horfemen and foot. In this fuccefs, 
not a man o f the Engiifh troops was killed, and only five were 
wounded. T h e Engiifh forces had thrice before been again ft this 
place, and in the laft were repulfed, as we have lately leen, with as 
much lofs as they had buffered in any action in thefe wars. T h e 
Kellidar had figned the treaty, juft as the troops entered ; but his 
importance in the province, his relation to the family o f Chunda- 
faib, his long connexion with the French government, and his in­
veterate enmity to the Nabob Mahomedally, weighed unjuftly more 
than the refped due to a contrail o f which he was fulfilling his 
part. He was brought to Madrafs, behaved haughtily, and would 
give no account o f his treafures, which he had fent away to Coilas 
Guddy, a fort on one o f the higheft hills near Velore, in which 
refided Vvidow o f Subderally Cawn. T h e Nabob faid, that the 
making him prifoner was o f more importance than the redu&ion o f 
the fort, but offered to releafe him for ten lacks o f rupees.

The French troops in tbr field had made no motion from Chittapet 
to interrupt the attack; and, as their inadtion rendered it unneceffary 
to march againft them, Colonel Coote refolved to attack Carangoly, 
before they were reinforced fufficiently to rifque an engagem ;nt. 
Caiangoly is fituated 35 miles w . s. w. from Vandiwafh, 12 to the 
fouth a little wefter y  from Chinglapett, and 18 from Sadrafs and 
the fea. The fort is large, having four not very unequal fides, o f 
which the circumference is 1500 yards. It is built o f ftone, 
has, before the main wall and the towers, a parapeted faufebray, and 
a wet ditch. T h e four fides nearly face to the cardinal points of the 
compafs; a pettah, feparated from the fort by an efplanade, and 
extending in a curve, 'ntirely enveloped the north, and part o f the weft 
and eaft faces o f the fort. As the weakeft part, bccaufe neareft to the 
oppofite pettah, the French had thrown up a glacis before the north 
front, but had not completed it befc re the tower in the n . e. angle.

The
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■ x ^ T ^ T h e  army, by detachments, entered the pettah, oil the 4th o f *759. 
December, and were expofed to fome fire from the fort, which killed 
a grenadier. The attack was confined to the north front, which, 
befides the two round towers in the angles, had the ufual voluminous 
defences of a gateway, and a fquare tower on each hand of i t ; in all 

2 projections. On the 6th the army had finilhed, and began to fire 
from, a battery o f two eighteen-pounders, oppolite the fquare tower 
next the round one in the angle on the left of this front. One of 
the guns fired to breach in the angle o f the curtain on the left of 
vhe fquare tower, and the other to take off the flanking fire of the 
round: but the fire of the fort was much fuperiov ; for-betides 
fev~ral old mms long belonging to the fort, the French had nine 
excellent pieces well mounted, which they brought to this free ; and 
embrafures not only in the gate-way, but in the two towers on the 
right o f it, commanded the battery; to oppofe which another battery 
for two guns was raifed on the left of the fir ft, which opened on 
the 7th in the morning, and the eight-inch howitz was planted in 
the N . w . part o f the pettah, which firing dead fliells in recc'drct 
infiladed in its whole length the rampart of the front attacked, rt 
noon o f this day the breach appeared practicable, and Colonel emote 
fummoned the commandant, Colonel O Kenelly, an Irifhman, and 
an officer of reputation in Lally’s regiment, fignifying that, if he 
perfifted., the girrrifon would be expofed to the fame treatment as had 
been in Aided on the troops taken by aflirult at Seriugham. O Ke­
nelly anfwered, that, as the letter was not directed in French, he 
had not opened i t ; and as foon as the trumpet who brought it had 
reached the pettah, recommenced t lx  f  re. It continued hot k  on 
the 8th and 9th ; when Colonel vJoote advanced a zig-zag from the 
breaching battery. On the .oth  in the morning, there only re­
mained fhot for two hours ; and more had been lent tor from Chlng- 
lapett; but before the batteries ceafed, a flag or truce, little expected, 
appeared on the walls. Time was at this time of more importance 
than any thing but the difgrace o f a repulfe, and Coote granted al* 
moft all that was alked. T he garrifon, which confifted of 100 Euro­
peans, including officers, marched out with their arms, two rounds
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1759. a man, fix days provifions, colours flying, and drums beating : the 
^— •-—^ Sepoys were difarmed, but likewife fet free. Four of the nine guns 

belonging to the French had been difmounted, two Europeans were 
killed, and five dangeroufly wounded. The Sepoys had fuffered 
more. The lofs o f the Englilh troops was lieutenant Campbell o f 
the artillery; a grenadier, a Sepoy, and a Topafs mortally woun" .

On the 12th, the army encamped again at Vandiwalh ; where 
they were joined the fame day by Captain More, w ith his detach­
ment from the northward. Thefe troops had advanced, accom­
panied by thofe at Tripetti as far as Nelore, and were joined on the 
road by the party o f Europeans Rationed there with lieu) nant' 
E llio t; but the troops of Nazeabullah although , nad not 
ftirred a ftep from the w alls; he neverthelefs pretended that the 
dread o f his preparations had been the principal caufe o f Baflaulut 
Jung’s retreat out o f the Carnatic. A ll alarms having ceafed in this 
part o f the country, Captain More fenr back Elliot’s party to 
Nelore, and- thole which had come from Tripetti, and returned 
W’'.n his own divifion by the way o f Tripaflore to Conjeveram.

Colonel Coote, when marching againft Vandiwalh, had ordered 
Captain W ood, i f  to be done with fafety, to advance from Covre- 
pauk, and take poll in the city o f Arcot, in order to prevent the 
French garrifon in the fortthere from colle&ing provifions. Wood 
arrived in the town on the 28th, with 300 Sepoys, 50 Europeans, 
and 50 black horfe, who, without the leaft opp6fition, took pof- 
fefiion o f the Nabob’s palace and the adjacent ftreets, although 
not half a mile from fort; where they obliged the French renter 
and the principal inhabitan s m redeem the reft of their property, 
by furnilhing at the market-price a ’ arge quantity o f rice, o f whH i 
the fcareify wa3 encreafmg every da/ by a general failure o f the 
harveft m this part o f the country. Captain More’S detachment 
was ordered to join Captain W ood’s on their return, and both to 
make preparations ft r the attack o f tire fort o f Arcot, againft which 
Colonel Coote intended to march as loon as he had reduced Caran- 
goly. They had collected fa tt ie s  and other materials, and had even 
begun to conftruft one o f the batteries, when they were obliged to

defift.,.
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"lefift, and retire, on the 9th, by the approach of Mr. Bufly re- 1 759. 
turning from the northward with a much larger force than had 
accompanied him out o f the province.

After fifteen days march, and three of halt, Mr. Bufly, with his 
detachment, arrived on the 10th of November at Baflaulut Jung’s 

• 0, which was lying on a plain, fix miles from the city of Cu-
dapah. The difhmce from Arcot in the direft line is n o  miles, 
nearly north ; but 300 by the road, which winds more than two 
thirds of the way along the valleys o f rocky mountains. The 
French detachment with Baflaulut Jung, the Europeans as well as 
die Chpoys, were, for want of money, in want even of food ; and to 
maintain thJ.-., their officers had fold every thing of their own, but 
their cloaths ; from fimilar diftrefles, although not fo fevere, the 
troops of Baflaulut Jung were ready to revolt. His propofals to Mr.,
Bufly were, “  that the French fhould regard him as the abfolute 
“  mafter of the province of Arcot, fhould furrender to his authority 
“  all the countries of which they were in pofleflion, whether in this 
“  province or in the dependencies of Tritchinopoly, and he w oJd 
“  account with them for one-third of the produce ; but whatfoewr 

might hereafter be conquered, fhould become entuely his ow 11, tiee- 
U of this deduaion. All affairs and tributes were to be regulated by 
“  theDuan he fhould appoint. The French were to fwear they would 
u affift him againft Nizamally, if  he ffiould enter the Carnatic;
“  with whom they fhould make no treaty without the participation 
t< 0f  Baflaulut Jung; and, after they had conquered or made'peace 
“  with the Englifh, fhould furnifh him w h’> . body of troops, to 
ti make war on Nizamally. After the peace, he was to-be put in 
“  T i l  pofleflion of the whole Carnatic, and its dependencies, ac- 
“  cording to the ancient ufag-'.s, when the French were no longer 
“ to be entitled to any part of the revenues. He might- return 
“  into the Decan, whenfoever he pleated ; and, during his abience 
“  from his capital of Adoni, the Fretwh were '0 turnilh a detach- 
« ment o f 300 Europeans, and 2000 Sepoys, with artillery, ammu— 
a  n it ion, and ftores, to garrifon this place ; and the expencc of this 
«*. body of troops might be deduced out of his fhare of the revenues
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' Ayifri, “  of the Carnatic. As his troops were unpaid, and fince the difafter
'— v— > “  o f Nazirjing were afraid o f ferving in the Carnatic, M r. Bufly

December. tt (hould immediately lend him four lacks-of rupees to be diftributed 
“  amongft them as the only means o f engaging them to march. I f  
“  this agreement (hould not take effeft after his arrival at Arcot, he 
“  and his army (hould be recondu&ed out o f the province :h 
“  friendfhip and good faith.”  The tenor of thefe terms bore the 
drongeft marks o f Sampetrow’s advice : Mr. Bufly anfwered them 
by other propofals, which left the iflue o f every one made by 
Baflaulut Jung uncertain, and liable to future difcuffions and -ar­
rangements. The perfonal conferences only widened the diffidence.; 
by difeovering more clearly to each the views of ‘̂ iier , but 
Baflaulut Jung took no perl'onal difgufl to Mr. Bufly, and at his 
folicitation iiiued patents fubje&ing, at lead in words, the whole 
province o f Arcot to the government o f Mr. Lally, and enjoining 
all the chiefs and feudatories to pay him the ufual tributes and 
obeifance. In the fame, plain where Baflaulut Jung and Bufly were 
c~ camped, were like wile lying two other confdcrable bodies o f 
' oops, the one a detachment o f 3000 Morattoes appointed to guard 

that part o f the territory o f Cudapah, which had been ceded the 
year before the lad to the Morattoe jurifdi&ion ; the other was a 
body o f 2500 Pitan horfe, belonging to the Nabob o f Cudapah. 
Mr. Bufly, by former intercourfes, knew the officers o f both. The 
Pitans lent him money, which enabled him to inlid 100 o f their 
horfe, the fame number o f Baflaulut Jung’s, and 200 o f the Mo- 
rattoes ; and to lupplv the immediate wants o f the French troops at­
tending Baflaulut Jung, a iu ’us own detachment, which he now 
joined into one body under his own command. This whole fbrce 
collected, confided of 350 European infantry, 100 European horfe,
2 1;00 Sepoys, of which 500 were Arabs or Abyffinians, 800 black 
horfe, and 10 pieces o f  cannon ; with which he marched away on 
the 1 < tli of Noverr. ber, five days after his arrival, returning by the 
fame way he had come. On the 10th of December, he arrived at 
Arcot, from whence his approach had obliged Captain Moore and 
Wood to return with their detachments to Covrepauk, and from

henct
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hence Captain Moore proceeded with his to the army at Carangoly, l 7S9‘ 
to which it added 180 Europeans, 1200 Sepoys, and 160 black horfe. ~v— *
T h e Europeans replaced the number which were left in garrifon at Lcc''ns!;,ei% 
Vandiwafh and Carangoly, and the Sepoys were more.

T h e lofs o f thefe places was the fevered: reproach of the error 
w V  h Mr. L ally  had committed in detaching fo great a part of 
his rorce to the fouthward : o f which he himfelf was fo fenfible, 
that he juftihed it only by the diftrefs to which he was reduced for 
money to fupply the immediate pay and fubfiftance o f the army. He 
liOw fent exprefles to recall them all, excepting 300 Europeans, which 
were v  be left in the pagoda o f Seringham. T h e main body o f the 
French ’"•.nained waiting their arrival at Chittapet. M:. Bully
left his force about the town o f Arcot, and went himfelf to Pondi­
cherry. T he horfe he brought fpread themfelves, and committed 
every kind o f ravage and deftrudtion as far as Conjeveram, between 
the Paliar and the mountains. A  body o f Morattoes belonging to 
Morarirow had been for fome time at the pafs o f Cudapanatam, w. o f 
Velore ; they were commanded by Innis Khan, whom we have fee. 
ferving in the former wars o f Tritchinopoly. Both Madrafs 
Pondicherry had agents in their camp, treating for their fervicc. The 
Englifh, Morarirow knew, had mod money ; and pretending, that 
he had incurred great charges in preparing a body o f troops at their 
requisition, to march to their abidance before the fiege o f Madrafs, 
for which he had not been paid, the terms he now demanded were 
peremptory, and the rates high. T hey endeavoured to bargain 
low er; and he, as the fhorted means, in hi* van  politics, to make 
them conclude immediately, accepted -> 0,0c o rupees from the French 
a g e n t a n d  fent a thoufand of hi • horfe through the hills, who did 
not join their camp, but in two days were on the Englifh ground 
between Arcot and Conjeveram.

Colonel Coote, with the army, marched from Vandiwafh on 
the 13th, and encamped the next evening at Papantanguel, a 
town fix miles forward in the road from Trivatore to A rco t; in 
which fituation, half a day’s march enabled him to in terftf 
the enemy’s troops moving to join each other, whether from Arcot,
A 4 or
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1759. or from Chittapet; but none appeared; for few of the returning 
troops from Sermgham, and none they expected from Pondicherry, 
were as vet come u p ; and the diviiion remaining at Arcot was 
too weak to venture, before the others were advanced near enough, 
to enfure the junction. On the 16th, the army marched, and 
encamped at Muleawady, fix miles nearer Arcot, but Bill tc he 
foutli o f the Paliar. By this time, the horfe brought by Mr. 
Bully, and the Morattoes let loofe by Morarirow, were committing 
every kind o f ravage and defolation in the country to the north 
of this river, and as far as within 20 miles of Madrafs. ThouifnJs 
o f cattle were fwept off" in as many days, which they f;,d t/ 
the lirft purchafer, at feven or eight for a rupee, und then made 
them again the booty o f the next excursion. W ith this experience, 
the inhabitants would no longer redeem them ; after which, no fub- 
millions exempted themfelves from thefword, and all abandoned the 
villages and open country, to feck Ihelter in the woods, forts, and 
hills neared their reach. Not a man ventured himfelf or his bul- 
Lek with a bag of rice to the camp ; which, for three days, were 
i vfally deprived o f this ftaple food. Exceffive rains fell during the 
17th and all the next day, which the tents could not refill:; and 
front the neceffity o f affording the troops fome repofe, Colonel Coote 
marched from Muleawady on the 19th, and put the whole army 
into cantonments in the fort o f Covrepauk, and the villages adja­
cent. T h e  next day, he went to Madrafs, to confer with the Pre- 
lidencv on the meafures necelfary to be taken againli the force 
which had been ferit ^  recover the countries o f Sermgham and 
T ritc lf  nopoly : for intelligent had not yet been acquired, that the 
greateft part o f them were recalled.'

T he reduction of Vandiwafh, notwithftaading the lofs o f Sering- 
ham, revived the reputation of the Englilh arms in the fouthern 
countries. T h e king o f Tanjore fent horfe and foot, and Tondi- 
man and the two Mora vers "heir colleries, to the Nabob at Tritchi- 
nopoly. Mr. L  illy’s orders, recalling the troops, were immediately 
obeyed. On the 9th, 600 European foot, and 100 horfe, left the pa­
goda, and recrofied the Coleroon. As foon as they were gone, Capt.

1 Jofeph
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X'Yi-?pjleph Smith refolved to circumfcribe the troops winch remained, as 1759. 
much as the ftrength of his garriiori allowed, and detached 0̂0 Se- .. v— y— ' 
poys, and as many Colleucs, to inveft Cortahim, a mud fort on the 
louthern bank of the Caveri, 15 miles w. of Tritchinopoly, which 
were followed the next day by 300 more Sepoys, two field-pieces, 
twe cohorns, and 50 Europeans, under the command of Enfign 
Morgan. The fort, in which were fome Sepoys, capitulated as foon 
as the cannon appeared. Enfign Morgan then lent half his detach­
ment to attack Totcum, another fort like, and almoft oppolite to 
Cartalum, in which were 10 Europeans, and 200 Sepoys, who de­
fended themfelves until Morgan came up with the reil o f his force, 
when tn .y  r" ’-.ndered. From Totcum , Morgan marched to Samia- 
veram, in order to join another detachment from the city , when both 
were to proceed againft Utatoor. Early on the 1 6th, Joleph Smith 
received intelligence, that a convoy o f ammunition, guarded by a few 
Sepoys, were on the road from Utatoor to Seringham; and at the 
fame time, a party o f 40 Europeans, and 100 Sepoys fent from 
Seringham to join and allure the arrival o f this convoy, were p u - 
ceived croffing the Coleroon ; on which he detached 40 Europeans,
400 Sepoys, 200 o f the Nabob’s horfe, and fome Collerics, acrofs 
both rivers, under the command o f Enfign Bridgcr, with orders 
to proceed to Samiaveram, where he was to be joined by Morgan’s' 
party fromTotcum, and both united, were to take poll at Samiaveram 
in order to intercept the return of the enemy’ s detachment. A t the 
fame time, Captain Richard Smith marched out o f the city with 
100 Europeans, 300 Sepoys, and three guns, and took poll on the 
fouthern bank of the Caveri oppofi'j o the Pagoda o f Scring- 
h am , where he loon after knew, by a fignal from the rock 
o f Tritchinopoly, that 100 more Europeans had marched from 
the pagoda, and were palling the Coleroon ; on W'hich, as had been 
concerted, he crofl’ed the Caveri, and kept tip the hottell fire he 
could againft the gate of the pagoda, which was returned from 
various fcairoldings within, and Captain Smith was wounded; 

but Hill perfiiling, the enemy, as had been forefeen, recalled their 
detachment. Soon after Enfign Bridget’s lignals gave token that 
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he was in pofleffion of the pagodas at Samiaveram ; but that Enfign 
D-ceaiber hrorgan’s party was not yet come up. The next morning, the 

French detachment which firft marched r.om Serinsham, returned 
with the convoy from Utatoor, and advanced boldly to the upper pa­
goda of Samiaveraxn ; near which, enfign Bridger was prepared to 
oppofe them. On the firft firing, moft o f the coolies threw d< \vn 
their burthens o f ammunition, and ran away; on which the 
troops, with the reft, took poll in the lefter pagoda, and, {hutting 
the gates, prepared for defence. But in lefs than an hour, enfign 
Morgan, with the whole o f his force from Totcum, appeared, 
and the enemy furrendered. T hey were a captain, a lieutenant, 
and 38 grenadiers. O f  Bridger’s detachment, I'evend Sepoys, with a 
Serjeant o f one o f the companies, and three Europeans, were killed.- 
Thefe operations were o f confequence ; for this being the feafon of 
harveft, and the corn ready to reap, the renters, as ufual, yielded 
the government’s {hare, which amounted to 100,000 rupees, to the 
ftronger force. T he intelligence of thefe fuccefles had not reached 
Madrafs, when Colonel Coote arrived there from the camp, but ad- 

ices were received that the greateft part o f the French force were 
returning from thefcuthward; neverthelefs, the prefidency were much 
inclined to indulge the anxious and repeated requefts o f  the Nabob* 
to reinforce Tritchinopoly with 200 Europeans, in order to retake 
Seringham and Utatoor, and to recover the countries which had 
lately been loft, with fo much detriment to his revenues ; but the 
arguments of Colonel Coote, confirmed hy the recent example o f 
the fame error committed by M r.Lally, and its confequences, evinced 
the impropriety of c l i m b i n g  the army at this time, when it 
feemed that the French were co!I.;£ting their whole force, in order 
to rifique the fate o f the Carnatic in a general battle. His reafons 
prevailed ; and he returned on the 25th to Covrepauk, where, dur­
ing his abfence, nothing had happened, but a ikirmifh between the 
black horfe o f the army, which were encreafed to 700, and an 
equal body o f Morattoes, wnom they beat off On the 24th, a 
detachment o f 40 black horfe> with fome Sepoys o f the garrilon at

Vandiwalh,



\^ ^ ^ ad iw aflf, furprifed a party o f the enemy’s Sepoys, quartered in 1759. 
a village called Nicotvun, 15 miles to the fouth, of whom they 
killed twelve, and ditpeuhd the reft.

T h e main body of the French army from Chittapett, encreafed 
by the returning troops from Seringham, and whatfoever more 
could be fpared from the garrifons to the fouth o f the Paliar, had 
advanced to Arcot, foon after the Englilh filed off to Covrepauk.
Thus their whole force, but ftronger than before, was once again aft 
fembled ; and they encamped along the fouth lide of the river quite 
,’n to the fuburbs of the city. On the 26th, Colonel Coote moved 
thp Fnglifti army to Chinefimundrum, a village fix miles from Co- 
yrepauk, aqd five from Arcot, where the ground afforded a wry- 
advantageous encampment; for a large tank extended in front, a mo- 
rafs on each hand, and the only accefs in front and rear was by a 
caufe-way. On the 29th, the Generals Lally and ButTv came with 
a party of horfe to reconnoitre the camp, and a fkirmifh paffed 
between them and the out-pofts. T h e next day, the greateft part 
o f their horfe appeared again, and, after feveral motions, made an 
attack on a guard o f Sepoys, ported in a village called Trimetcherry . 
about a mile in front o f the camp, and cut down feveral o f them 
in the ftreet; but the reft kept their ground in the houfes, and 
revenged the lofs by killing feveral of the horfe, who, feeing other 
troops advancing, retired. On the 31ft, three companies o f Sepoys 
crolled the river, and, at three in the morning, entered, and beat 
up the cwnp o f the Morattoes,. which lay on the right o f the 
French encampment. All fled, as ufual when iurprized ; hut o f the 
few {hot which were returned, one chanced to wound Enfign Mere­
dith who commanded the party ; after which, the Sepoy s could 
hot be prevailed upon to purfue their iuccefs by deftrov ing the ani­
mals and baggage. Thus clou d the year 1759, the third o f this 
dubious war, with the two armies in fight of each other, hut nei­
ther ready for immediate decifion ; for the Englilh were afraid o f 
the fnperiority of the enemy s cavalry, and uew  \s utmg m ex­
pectation, not only of drawing olV the body of the .Moraltow, 
which: were w ith them, but likewife of being joined by 2000 more
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x^ x :̂ 59. who were ftill remaining with Innis Khar, on the other fide of 
D^elriier  ̂ mountains. On the other hand, Mr. I  ally was likewife nego­

tiating for the fame alfiftance, and ftill rmhcrufted the attachment o f 
his European troops, although equal in number to the Englilh; 
and waited for an addition, by the return of what remained o f the 
detachment which had been fent in April, under the conduct o f Mr*. 
Moracin, to reinforce Mafulipatam.

Not venturing to land the troops, as Mafulipatam was taken, Mr. 
Moracin failed away on the 18th of April, and in five days arrived 
at Ganjam, which is fituated at the northern extremity o f the Chi- 
cacolc province on the fea. T he French had long kept a trading- 
houfe here, and were connefled with Narraindeu, the principal Ra­
jah in this part o f the province : the fort and wood of his refidence 
is called Moherry, and is fituated twelve miles from the fea-fhore, 
and thirty miles w.s.W. from Ganjam. Befides Moherry, he had 
fix or feven other forts, which lie more inland, and farther to the 
north. His conflant force was 3090 men, befides which he occa- 
fionally hired from the other polygars. The Rajah Vizeramrauze, 
during his adminiflrution under Mr. Bully in the province of Chi- 
cacuie, had by home feverities provoked the hatred o f Narraindeu ; 
which devolved, after the death o f Vizeramrauze, on his fucceflor, 
Anunderamrauzc, who, as we have feen, had invited and joined 
the Englilh, whom neverthelefs Narraindeu had lefs reafon to 
dillike than the French, under whofc autliority the vexations he 
relented from Vizeramrauze had .originated. NevertheEV Moracin 
propoted, “  that tlu-ir forces united Ihould march firfF agafnft the 
“  Englilh fettlement ol Vizagapatam, and then againft Viziana- 
“  garum, the principal refidence of Anunderauze. I f  luccefslul 
“  thus far, they were to go on, until joined by the French army o f 
“  obfervation, which was with Salabadjing, when Mafulipatam was 
“  ftormed : probably Galahadjing would alii ft in retaking this place,
■ ■ and Narraindeu, in reward for his fervices, was to be placed in all 
“  the advantages poftefled by Anunderauze.”  Narraindeu accepted 
the term:, but with no intention o f  prolecuring the expedition, any 
farther than the continuance of his own advantages.

But
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• the French troops,- having expected to land at Mafulipatam, x759.
were not provided with equipments for long marches, which it re- 
quired much fune to pi: pare at Ganjam. There were in the de­
tachment 4c? Englilhfoldiers, who had been taken priioners, and had 
entered into the French fervice, on condition o f being only em­
ployed on this" expedition. T hirty o f thefe men together made 
their elcape foon after they landed, and, through many liardihips, 
found their way to Cuttack in Orixa in the middle of May, where 
they were relieved by the Englilh relident, Mr. Grey,, who lent 
them to Balafore, from whence they were conveyed to Calcutta.
Seven more arrived at Cuttack in June, and afterwards came in fe- 
vcral other deferters of other nations. It was the beginning of 
July, before Mr. Moracin was ready to march ; by which time, he 
had expended all his ready money, and the fubliftance o f the de­
tachment depended on the lale o f fome trumpery commodities, and 
the precarious faith o f Narraindeu; who, however, accompanied 
them with his troops. After three or four marches, they were dif- 
treffed to extremity for provifions, which neither the army o f Nar­
raindeu, nor the inhabitants of his towns, would fupply without 
money. At Burrampoor, a town in the hills, fix miles before you 
arrive at Mogherry, the French foldiers entered the houfes to get 
victuals; a frayenfued, and blood was lliedon both fides,. Narrain- 
den, with all his troops, immediately left them ; and fummoned the 
afliftance o f the neighbouring chiefs. The French detachment, 
having no a' .ernative, marched back towards Ganjam. Narraindeu , 
and hw .lilies, met them in the way, and ftood what they called a 
battle; but the European arms, as ufual, ealily difperfed them ; 
and the detachment took poll: in Munfurcottah, a town Ikuatcd eight 
miles from Ganjam, in a country abounding in flocks and grain, 
where they collected provifions, although fin rounded by the enemy , 
with whom they commenced a negociaciuii, o f  which Narraindeu 
feemed to be as defirous as themlelves. T o  conclude it, one o f the 
French officers, named Darveu, went to NarminAu in his camp, 
but accompanied by 40 Europeans, and the fame number of Sepoys.
On their return, they were attacked by the whole force they hid yi
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i ted, and all the Europeans excepting three were killed : the Sepoys, 
Dot being fo much the object of this treachery, buffered lefs. Mr. 
•Moracin immediately returned to Ganjam, and encamped within 
and round the French factory,-which is on the river-lide ; and threw 
•up works fufficient to protect his detachment from attacks through 
the avenues of'the town, which Narraindeu, and his allies, furrounded. 
O f  the two .hips which brought the detachment, the Harlem had 
keen difpatched to Arracan for provisions, and the Briflol had 
been driven afhore in a hard gale of wind, before the troops marched 
to Burrampore. There was on the flocks on the river-fide a large 
{how ; and in the river, fevcral fmaller veflels belonging to the fac­
tory, in which they intended to return to Pondicherry with the 
northern munfoou, after tlie Englilh fquadron fhould have quitted 
the coafl. In the mean time, they continued for many days, fkir- 
mifhingwith the troops of Narraindeu, who at length offered to treat, 
which produced a ceffation of hoflilities, but no terms o f reconci­
liation ; for the demands o f the French were in proportion to the in­
juries they had received; and Narraindeu only meant to fave the ex­
pellees of the field, with fecurity that the French troops would not 
makeincurfions into his country, after Ins own fhould have returned 
-to their quarters. This they promifed, and remained quiet.

In the mean time letters from Narraindeu to Colonel Clive ar­
rived in Bengal, requiting him to fend a body o f Europeans, which, 
•joined by Iris own force, might eafily take or deflroy the whole of 
the French detachment with Moracin. The report o f the defer- 
ters confirmed the fcaiibility o f this project. But the dubious flate 
o f the Englilh affairs, and the dccreale o f their military force in Bengal 
fearcely permitted any farther diminution of it: however, Colonel 
Clive, with his ufiial fpirit of enterprise, determined to try theexpe- 
riment. Sixty Europeans, half o f them artillery men, were em­
barked on the Hardwicke, which had ioo Europeans as her crew. 
T h e Ihip failed out o f the river on the 30th of September, and on the 
-th of O : tuber anchored in the road o f Ganjam under Dutch colours. 

T w o  French officers immediately came on board to enquire news, 
and were detained prifoners, Captain Samfon then went afhore un~

dear
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paliport to Moracin, magnified the force he had brought, faid 1759. 
more was coming, and propofed that he fhould furrender his.whole j j ’Ty™'' 
detachment to avoid unnweflary bloodlhed. But Moracin had ob­
tained jufler intelligence. Samfon then landed meflengers which 
got to Narraindeu, who being by this time certified that the French 
detachment would foon go away o f their own accord, had uo farther ‘ 
motive or inclination to renew hoflilities again!! them : but neverthe- 
lefs promifed Sampfon that he would foon appear with his army, 
and again invefl the town. A  civil intercourfe o f meffages conti­
nued between them until the 20th, when Sampfon being convinced 
that he intended to do nothing, failed away for Bengal.

In the beginning o f November, Mr. Moracin embarked from Gan- 
jam with 40 Europeans in a Hoop, and on the 1 ith landed at Coca- 
nara, which lies clofe to the fea, on the right-hand o f a fmall river, 
about 20 miles n . E. o f the eaftern arm o f theGodaveri. On this arm 
arefituated the Englilh and French fadtories o f Ingeram and Yanam.
O f  the priloners taken at Mafulipatam, mofl of thofe who had been 
admitted to give their parole, had departed, and were re fid ing atYanaim 
waiting for embarkations to proceed to Pondicherry : and, on this ■ 
pretence, went to Moracin at Cocanara, and informed him fully 
o f the Hate o f affairs in this part of the country. The diftridts from 
the Godaveri to Cocanara, were under the government o f Jugga- 
pettyrauze, a near relation of Anunderauze*. I hey had long been 
at enmity, andfwhen Anundernuze invited the Englilh, Jagg^petty 
joined the F.cnch, and with his troops accompanied them at the 
battle 01 Peddipore. After the vidtory Colonel Forde granted 
away his countries to Anunderauze, who hitherto, for want of the 
alhllance he expedted from the Englilh, had not ventured to employ 
his own force to get pofleflion. Jaggapetty nevertheh Is expedl- 
ing to be attacked by him, had kept the field on the welfern arm • 
o f the Godaveri, and from his camp correfponded with Mr. An­
drews, th; Euglilh chief at Mafulipatam, to revoke the celfion made 
to his rival. His fort o f Samel Cotah is only ten miles inland from 
Cocanara. Moracin lent agents thither and to his camp, to propole 
an alliance, informing him o f the force that .was following from 
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Gan jam, and promiling more from Pondicherry/ Jaggapetty nei- 
D ~ r ^  tiler concluded, nor rejeTed the propolal; 'out neither be nor ins 
J ■ct " “' 1” people at Samel Cotah gave even the common afliftances o f the 

country to the troops with Moracin; who, for want of provilions, 
committed violences, were refilled, and moll of them were either 
feized by the officers o f the di ft rift, or took fervice with them ; 
which reduced Moracin to re-embark on the {loop with five or fix, 
the remainder of his party ; they failed on the 19th, and a few days

after arrived at Pondicherry. 1
T he troops remaining at Ganjam were 250 eftimated Europeans,

• but of which half were Topafles, and 100 Sepoys. T hey embarked 
under Sue command o f the Chevalier Poete, on the fiiow and two 
lloops, rigged and manned with the flores and crew o f the Briftol: 
they arrived at Cocanara on the 19th o f December ; and Poete fent 
alhore fifty Europeans, and the Sepoys, to try the inclinations o f 
jaggipettyrauze: immediately after they landed, a hard gale o f
wind drove the two Hoops alhore.

The troops fent from Bengal with Colonel Forde had received 
*. prated orders from this Prdidency to return thither from Mafuli- 
pat.un ; but they were to march overland the whole way, in order 
to meet, and attack Moracin’s detachment, who it was fuppofed 
would be, i f  not at Ganjam, fomewhere on the coafi. The rains 
would not permit the Bengal troops to take the field until the be­
ginning of November; before which, Colonel Forde had failed in 
the middle o f O£ober from Mafulipatam for Bengal, where he ar­
rived juft in time to render one more very important fervict to h’w 
country. The command then devolved on Captain Filcher, and 
varvi:ig refolutions detained the troops at Mafulipatam until the 5th 
o f December. T hey were reduced from 500 Europeans, and 1500 
Sepoys, to 300 of the one, and 800 of the other; the Europeans, 
by1 death and defertion, notwithftanding they had recruited 50 out 
o f the prisoners; but the Sepoys, chiefly by the dilmiflion o f 500, 
who had failed with Clive on the expedition to Bengal, and were 
permitted to return from Mafulipatam to their homes hi the Gar-

nafeic.
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^ v i l a t i c .  The waters of the Godaveri were not yet abated; near the 1759. 
fea are feven or eight channels between the two principal arm s; ^ ~  '
and other fmaller river: coming from the Colair lake, in ter (aft the 
land between the weftern arm of the Godaveri and Mafulipatam; 
which render the march along the fea-fhore, although (hotter in 
ctiftance, much more tedious than the inland road. The troops 
therefore returned this way, which was the fame they had come, 
excepting, that they paffed the bed of the Colair farther to the 
weftward, where it becomes footiefl dry. At Rajahmundrum they 
heard, that the French detachment with the Chevalier Poete had 
landed at Cocanara.

Anunderauze, on the appearance of Moracin at Cocanara a month 
before, had no doubt that he would he immediately joined by Jag­
gapettyrauze, and fent off a body of troops from Vizianagarum to 
protect the diftri&s of Rajahmundrum from their inroads. On the 
approach of this force, Jaggapettyrauze returned with his, from the 
Godaveri to his fort of Samelcotah, and both were near each other, 
when the French troops with Poete arrived on the coaft, and the 
Englilh with Fifcher at Rajahmundrum. The officers of Anunde­
rauze begged affiftance from Fifcher, who, advifing them to keep 
the forces of Jaggapettyrauze at bay, proceeded with his command 
as faft as fatigue and impediments permitted, towards Cocanara. The 
diftndl: for fome diftance round this place is covered with coconut- 
groves, for the (helter of the weavers ; and the French troops were ' 
lying in a village at the (kirt o f the groves two miles from the 
Dutch fort, and the lea ; and, for what realbn is not found, Poete 
had not yet landed any more to reinforce the fuft detachment, 
jaggapettyrauze was encamped five miles on their left, againlt 
whom the forces o f Anunderauze were advancing, but in a dif­
ferent line of march, at the fame time that the Engltfh troops were 
approaching Cocanara, who, before they came i.i fight o f the French 
detachment, faw the armies of the two Rajahs Utirmilhing on their 
righ t; which Fifcher deeming a proof that none of the French had 
joined Jaggapettyrauze, fuppoled them intent only on preferviug 
their retreat to the fea, and fent forward Captain Yorke with the 
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;ftrf5Q. grenadiers and 500 Sepoys to prevent their embarkation. The
]' ĵerA~J '̂renc  ̂ troops had gained no certain intelligence o f the force 

with. Pilcher, and watted on their ground until they could diftin- 
guifh the number of Yofke’s divifion, w h o. when near lent off- 
the Sepoys to gain their flank, and haftened up in front with the 
grenadiers as fall as they could march. The French only remained' 
to give one fire, and then ran as fait as they could through the grove, 
followed aim oft at the fame pace, to gain the Dutch fadory, into 
which they \vere "admitted. Yorke immediately furrounded the fac­
tory,  which had very flight 'defences, and Fifcher coming up in the 
evening with the main body, inverted it more clofely, and perem- 
pforih demanded the French troops, whom, after a very formal 
protoft, the Dutch agents delivered the next day, which was the 
28th of December. In the cnfiling night Poete failed with the reft 
of his detachment 200 men, Europeans and Topafles, all in the 
fnow. From Cocanara the Englifh troops marched on to Vizaga- 
patam, where they arrived on the 16th o f January; and a few days 
after, all the Europeans embarked in two Englifh ftiips proceeding 
to Bengal; but the Sepoys were left to purfue their route on fhore 
by Ganjam and through tire province o f Orixa. Thus nothing re­
mained to fear in the company’s pofieflions and acquifitions to the 
north of the Kriftna. W e lliall now defcribe the progrels of their 
officer Mahomed lfloofin the countries towards Cape Comorin.

He arris ed at Madura on the 4th of May, and had been abfent ten 
months. The force he left in the country, when called away, was < 
i companies of Sepoys, fix in the fort of Madura, five in Paiauiw 
:̂ih, and tiiroe at Tinivell/. Nothing more could be expedited from 
other o f theft bodies, vhun to defend the ground in fight o f the 
* ;f Is they ga/ritoned. Accordingly all the diftrieds o f both provinces ' 
liom thcVorcft c f  (Nattani; to the gates of Travancore, lay luhjaft to 
'■ ■ V ir contributions, or oxpoled to their ravages. .The declenfrcn of the 

affairs, which began with the ftirrender of Fort St. David, (on- 
Vs; icliMahomedllibdf wasrccalled)andconttnueduntilthcFrench were 
0|>)l r,:d to rail! ti 1 c fit go of Madrals, kept Maphuze Khan in continual* 
hones, that he fhould bo joined by a body of French troop-- a*-d efta-

b-Ufhcd.
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^^djlffhed with their afliftance in the govern me r«t o f thofe oov.r. ti ics; and . 7 <.,
the adminiftration of Pondicherry, by their letters and emilTaries, en- ' •
couraged him to think fo. W aiting this fortune, he remained with the 
Pulitavor, ftyling himfelf, and ftyled a fovereign ; but without any 
other means o f fubfiftance than what the Pul it aver clxofe to fupply, 
who, never regulating his money by words, fcarcely funfifhed him 
with common neceftiuies. The return o f Woof Khan bettered his 
condition : as the Pulitaver was afraid he might at length liften to a 
reconciliation with the Nabob, and IVJapbuze Khan, always go­
verned by "he love o f eafe. felt no refentment at the humility 10 which 
he had be ;n reduced. He prefided, at lcaft in appearance, in the 
council o f the eaftern Polygars,; v. no refolved to meet Jftbof with 
their united force, and invited the weftern to the common defence ; 
who having joined them again if Palamcotah in the late diftrefles of 
the Englifh affairs, expedted no pardon, and took the field. The 
weftern league confifted of fix polygars: Catabominaigue, their former 
leader, was lately dead, and had been fucceeded by a relation, who 
took as ufual the fame name, and bore, .infteat! o f the indifference o f 
his predeceffor, an averfion to the Englifh. Etiaporum was always 
the next to him in importance, and now in activity.

T h e force which accompanied Mahomed 1 floor from Conjeveram, 
confifted only o f fix companies o f Sepoys, and 60 horfe, but he had 
on his march requeued troops from Toadiman and the two .Mo- 
ravers, with whom he had always continued on good terms, and 
3000 men, horfe, colleriesand Sepoys, from the three polygars joined 
h*:A on his arrival at Madura, where he nevertheleis immediately 
began to make farther levies, and by fluffing and garbling out 
o f all that were with him, compofcd a body of 300 horfe, and 
700 Sepoys, who had feen i'ervice, which he lent forward to ra­
vage the diftriffs o f Etiaporum, wlnv. they were to be joined b\ 
three o f the companies of Sepoys from the gftrdilbn of Palamcptah, 
which had reftored its lofles by new levies; This body o f troops 
were to maintain their pTound until, the laft extremity, in order toL> **
prevent the junction o f the weftern With the troops ofathe eaiicru 
polyga «- ’" 'til Mahomed Iftoof him lelf could follow with tlu: main

4. C  a body
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body from Madura, where he was under the neceflity o f remaining 
a while longer.

The Colie.ries of Nattam extend 40 miles, from the diftri&s of 
the ieffer Moraver to the eaftern mountains. Their foreft fkirts the 
Madura country to the north; and, where oppofite, is within twelve 
miles o f the city. It was they who attacked the troops whh Co­
lonel Heron in 1755. They are much wilder than the ccileries to 
the North of them in the territory o f Tritchinopoly, and differ ftill 
more from thofe o f Madura and Tinivelly, having neither forts nor 
military array. They acknowledge no confiderable chiefs and live 
in fmall parcels, conne&ed by choice or relation ; fo that their dis­
putes rarely exceed the private revenge o f individuals. The) re­
gard all other people as booty; but robbery amongft them- 
felves as the greateft crim e: and any one of them efcorting a 
Granger is a fufficient prote&ion againft all the reft; but without 
this fafeguard, which is always paid for, the traveller rifques his 
life at everv ftep. Contemptible in the open field, where they 
rarely truft themfelves, they are much more dextrous than any o f 
thefe races in the pra&ices o f ambuicade and theft. They had 
plundered the country up to the gates o f Madura o f all the cattle, 
robbed all the villages, and continued to waylay whatfbever parties 
were returning to the city with provifions from other quarters. As all 
o f the troops with Mahomed Iffoof were fit for hoftilities againft fuch 
an enemy, he refolved to employ them in attacking their h« mts, whilft 
his levies were forming to better difeipline. He, however, attended 
the ft mice himftlf, which appeared more like one o f the general 
huntings peculiar to Alia, than a military expedition. Avenues 
were cut into the foreft, and the inhabitants /hot as they fled ; but 

June. feme were referved to be relealed, or executed, on occafion. A  month 
was, however, employed before he had completed this revenge, and 
reduced them to beg quarter, and pay cattle, their only money, 
moftly collected by theft; w lrch, with others he procured, to the 
amount of 1000 beeves, and 2000 fheep, were lent to Tritchino­
poly. from whence they were forwarded at d'fferent times by Cap­
tain Jofeph Smith to the fea-coaft, for the ufe o f the jq«<

ana ,«
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eDabled’them to keep the windward ft at ion, without confirming . 1759.

th-* own ftock of prov!lions. _ U^^iTer,
On the fecond of July he began his march from Madura, with j uiy,

660 horfe, 3000 Sepoys, and 2400 other foot belonging to Tondi- 
man, and the Moravers, in all 6000 men. His artillery was one 
eighteen-pounder, and nine from fix and lower. He was fcant o f 
powder, hiving none but what he made himfelf;, for, iince the 
deftru&ior o f the mill atMadrafs by Mr. Lally, the pivfidency could 
not fupply their troops and garrlfons in the Carnatic from their 
own prod) c e ; but borrowed from the fquadron, and received from 
Bombay T h e mufkets o f his Sepoys were old, infirm, o f various 
nations, and not fufficient in number, and were fupplied by fowl­
ing-pieces, and any fuzees he could colled. He was likewife in 
want of flints, which are lubftituted in fome parts o f India by 
agate ; o f  which.there is none in thefe countries. A ll tliele wants 
he reprefented to the prefidency, and efpecially requefted two 
eighteen-pounders, and two field-pieces o f fix, with a full fupply 

o f fhot.
His firft march was to Calancandan. He had taken this fort in 

!756 ; but after his departure for the Carnatic, the Pulitaver and 
Vadagherri had extended their aeqvifitions thus far, and placed their 
guard in Calancandan. It was a mud fort, without cannon, and,

* after a flight refiftance, fubmitted to his. From hence he proceed­
ed to take Tp chn large detachment he had lent forward againft 
Etiaporum; who, by continually ravaging the Jiftri&s of this po- 
jygar, kept his troops .on their own ground, and deterred both him 
and Catabominaigue from marching acrols the country to join the 
Pulitaver: having fufficiently conftrained thefe chiefs, the de­
tachment proceeded againft Coilorepettah, which Hands nearly mid­
way in the ftreighteft road between Madura and Tinivelly, about 
50 miles from each. T ills fort had likewife been ftormed in June 
,756  by Mahomed Woof, and carried with confiderable Ids. The 
polvgar was then taken prifoner; whether reftored 01 iucceeded by 
another, we do not find; but the place was at this time in the 
w  A uf one who defended it as well; for 100 of the Sepoys were

killed
4
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killed, and wounded in the attack, which lafted three days, and then 
December îe P°b;'gar made his efcape hy niglit. T he fort wasimmediately.

July. razed to the ground, after which the detachment joined the main
body with Mahomed Woof, and the whole proceeding by the way 
o f Gangadaram, arrived at Tinivclly in the middle o f July. They 
were fearedy arrive*!, when Maphuze Khan, whofe mind always 
wavered with every change of circumftances, wrote a letter to Ma­
homed Ifloof, offering to quit his allies, and proceed to the Car­
natic; provided he was allowed a luitable jaghire for h s  mainte­
nance : He even afkcd a fafeguard to come to Tinivelly. Mahomed 
Woof, without authority, allured him that his requefts ffould be 
complied w ith; and recommeuded them to the Prefiden v, by 
whom they were referred to the Nabob.

The midland country, for thirty miles to the north o f the town 
, of Tinivelly, is open and o f great cultivation, and, lying between 

the eaftern and weftern Polygars, had been the favourite field o f 
their depredations. T he principal ffation from which the eaftern 
made their inroads into thefe diftridts was the fort and wood of 
Wootamully, fitu a ted 35 miles N, N. w . of Tinivelly, The Poly- 
gar, grown rich by ealy plunder, had many colleries, who were 
w ell armed ; and Mahomed Woof foon after his arrival at Tinivelly, 
marched againft him with the greateft part o f his force, and in a 
few days reduced his fort, in which he placed fome troops; and fta- 
tioned a guard of 50 horfe, and fome peons and colleries in a place 
called Shorandah, as an intermediate poft. He was no fooner re­
turned to Tinivelly, than a multitude of colli des belonging iv ® 
Pulitaver and Vadgherri furprized the guard at Shorandah, and 
either killed or took all the ir horles, with their riders; on which 
Mahorned Woof detached feven companies of Sepoys, recovered 
the poft, and remained in it, in order to protedt the adjacent 
country.

Equal confufion prevailed in the diftridts to the fouth ofTinivelly. 
T h e  troops of the Maliaver, or King o f Travancore, wete making 
incur.fions from their wall to feize tfce harvefts at the foot o f 
the hills from Calacad to Cape Comorin. The variety o f dif- 

J tradKehs.
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ms, which exifted on every fide, could not be all oppofed at 1750*
th<* iame time, umlfs \  greater arifiy were embodied, than all the *—v-—' 
revenues o f the two provinces could defray. But the king was  ̂ m er‘ 
the lead inveterate enemy to the Englifh; becaufethe polygar of Va- 
dagherri had provoked his refentment, by continually employing his- 
collen’ s to make depredations in his country on the other fide o f the 
mountain;, through the pafs of Shencottah, which lies 15 miles to 
the foutb of Vadagherri, On this ground of common enmity, Ma­
homed Iflooff opened a negotiation with the k in g; who contented to 
a conferee ze at the gates of his country near the promontory. They 
met in '.lie end of Auguft, and the interview palled with much po- 
liten^s and feeming cordiality.- The king, at lealf publicly, de­
manded nothing, and agreed to delift from his inroads into the diftridfs > 
of Tiuivelly, and’to ad; with a confiderable force in conjunction -with 
Mahomed Ifloof againft Vadagherri, and the Pulitaver. On the 3d of Aqujl. 
September, Mahomed Iflbof Hill remaining at the gates of Travail- slumber. 
core, was joined by 1000 of the king’s Sepoys, armed with heavy 
mulkets made ill his own country, and difcipjined, although auk- 
wardly, in the European manner ; but they were well fupplied 
with {lores and ammunition.. He then returned to Tiuivelly, and 
marching from thence with his whole force, in deference to the 
king, proceeded dire£Uy againft Vadagherri, although 20 miles 
beyond Nellitangavillc, the refidencc of the Pulitaver: when 
arrived near Shencottah, he was joined by an army full as large 
as his own, conlnYmg of 10,000 more of the King’s troops o f 
, aiibus kinds of infantry, who- had marched through the pafs.
This was perhaps the greatelf force that had been afTembled 
for fome centuries in this country.. Vadagherri defended his woods 
for a day, in which about 100 men were killed and wounded on both 
Ikies , but in the night abandoned his fort, and efcaped away to the 
Pulitaver at Nellitangaville.O \ ,

The arrival of fuch a gueft, who, for the fir ft Time, had been re- Oflmrl- 
duced to fuch diftrefs, frightened the Pulitaver; and fet his cunning 
to wolk to divert the llorm from himfclf. The repulle of the Englifh 
trooh0 the attack of the pettah at Vandiwath or* the 30th of 

i* \ , September,,
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September, was known in the country, and was believed as the 
French had reprefented it, a iigoal defeat. Mapliuze Khan had re- 

i Oaober. ceived letters from Baflaulut Jung and the government of Pondi- 
cherry, wnich encouraged him to think, that they fhould very loon 
overpower the Englifh in the Carnatic, when he miglit expeft to 
be fubftituted to his brother Mahomed A lly , who was to he 
depofed from the Nabobfhip. This corrcfpondence, and diefe ex­
pectations, the Pulitaver communicated to the king of Travancore, 
and offered, i f  he would quit the Englifh, and join Mapfuze Caun 
againfl them, to give him whatfoever diftrifts in the Tinivelly 
country might he convenient to his own. The King in. mediately 
expoftd thefe documents to Mahomed Woof, and ftand.ig on 
his importance, demanded the ceffion o f Calacad and the adjact, W 
diftrifts, for which he had fo long contended again ft the Nabob’s 
government. He laid, that more territory than he claimed had 
already been recovered with his affiftance; that what might 
be refufed by one, would be readily given to him by another ; 
and that, i f  he fhould join the polygars, the Nabob’s authority 
would never be eftablilhed in the Tinivelly country. Mahomed 
Woof, whilft perplexed with this dilemma, was informed that 
the two eighteen-pounders, with 500 mufkets, which had been fent, 
according to his requeft, from Madrafs, were loft at lea; and that 
the two fix-pounders, although landed, were flopped by the Dutch 
agent at Tutacorin. This mifchance gave greater weight to the 
king’s arguments, and greater value to his affiftance ; for the force 
o f Mahomed Woof alone was not fufficient to reduce the Pulitewr 
whom all the beft colleries in the country were flocking to defend. 
He therefore furrendered the d iff rifts which the king demanded; 
and the Prefidency approved the c.effion : but the Nabob fufpec led 
that it had been promifed by Ifloof at his firft interview y lrf, 
king, in order to fecuae his future affiftance to his own ambitious 
views.

As ftx>n as this agreement was fettled, the Travancores moved 
Nmmkir. again in conjunction with his troops, On the 6th o f November, 

they invefted the wood and fort o f Eafaltavet, which was one o f
>La,



V^ 4^e dep^f.uencies of the Pulitaver. The Colleries defended the wood 1 • --h 
three .lays, and then abandoned both f  and retired to Nellitangaville.  ̂ ‘ J
After this fuccels, the want of ammunition obliged Mahomed 111 oof 2\toj!, • 
to remain until he received fupplies from Madura, Palamcotah, and 
A/fjengo. T h e army o f Travancore, to prevent di (gulls from cliim­

parity of cuftoms, encamped feparately, but in light of Mahomed 
Ifloof’s ; cu'd on the 20th o f November, a body of 5 or 6000 Colleries 
attacked th camp o f the Travancores in open day. Mahomed Ifloof, 
on the firfl alarm, fent his liorfe, and followed with his Sepoys and 
other foot; but the Colleries retreated before they came up, and their 
nimblencfs with the ruggednefs o f the country, rendered the pur- ■ 
fuit of Vrtle avail. T hey had killed and wounded 100 o f the Travan- 
cor^, before they went oft. A  day or two after this Ikirmilh, Ma­
homed Ilfoof received three howit'zes, with feme llo res, and a fupply 

. o f ammunition from Anjengo; and the two fix-pounders with their 
(hot likewife came up from Tutacorin; he then moved with his allies, 
and on the 4th o f December fet down before Wafiiinelore, another fort 
dependent on the Pulitaver, much ftronger than any he had, except­
ing Nellitangaville, from which it is fituated twenty mites to the 
N. w. and twelve in the fame direction from Outamaly.

Walhinelore flood within three miles from the great range of 
mountains, at the foot o f which tan a thick wood, extending two miles 
into the plain, and within 1300 yards o f the well and fouth fide a of 
the fort; but turned to a much greater diftance on the north, an‘d to 
the eaft the plain w«- open, and everywhere covered with profufe 
culi-Nation. A  very extenfive pettah, the refidence of fome thoufimd 
inhabitants, commenced within forty yards, and extended J200 to 
the N. E. o f the walls: a thick thorn hedge, with barriers, furrounded 
both t ae pettah and the fort. The extent o f the fort was 6 $0 by 
300 y?'-^ . it was o f mud, but almoft as hard as brick ; it h \d tour 
large fquare towers, one at each angle, and fevetal fmaller, which 
were round, between. Every tower was a feparate redoubt, encloled 
by a parapet, to command within as well as without the fo rt: the 
accefs to the tower was a fieep ramp, only two feet broad, the en­
trance a narrow wicket in the parapet; the curtain between the 
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towers had no parapet, and was only a rampai t Hoping on fide? 
from a bafe of 15 feet to 3 at top ; but the dope from wrthm 7 *  

Dicemfccr.- muc]1 jefs {harp than from without, fo that, it ailaulted, the de­
fenders might eafily run up to the top. The parapets of the towers 
l aw circular holes for the ufe of finall arms, but no openings pre­
pared for cannon, of which there was not a -Angle piece in tbu fort. 
This defeription only fiats Wafninelore, for the other fcr>  f ;  %  
Madura and Tinivelly countries have parapets with lot p-holes to 
their ramparts,' as well as to their towers; but all ar; o f earth, 
cveeptinc Madura and Palamcotah. The Collenes on t us fide., ofi 
the Tinivelly country, poffefs nothing of, the uglinefs o, deformity
which <-nerallv charaderize the inhabitants of the hills and wilds
o f India. They are tall, well-made, and well-featured. Their , 
arms are lances and pikes, bows and arrows, rockets, and match- 
lc)cks but whether with or without other weapons, every man con- 
ftantly wears a fword and Afield. In battle, the different arms move, 
in diftma bodies'; but the lancemen are rated the mold emment,. 
and lead all attacks. This weapon is 18 feet long ; theyAtie under 
the point a tuft of fcarlet horfe-hair, and when, they attack horfe, 
ndd 11 bell. Without previous exereffe, they aflemble in a deep 

clofe together, and advance at a long Heady Hep, in 
fome degree o f time, their lances inclining forward, but aloft, o f  , 
which the eiafticity and vibration, with the jingle, dazzle and tcare. 
the cavalry; and their approach is fcarcely lefs formidable to in­
fantry not dilciplired with fire-arms. The importance of W alhi- 
nelorc, and the great force which was come again fl it, brought 
fome thoufands of Colleries to its relief; but all, excepting 8 or 900 
rhQfm  men allotted to defend the walls, kept in the woods : from 
whence every dav and night parties fallied, and alarmed or atti eked 
one or other, and fometimes both the camps ; and greater «  a on 
three different days made general attacks, on the batteries, o f which 
thefe continued interruptions retarded the conftrudion, mfomuch 
that they were not finiflied until the 26th, 20 days afor the arrival

the armies ; but the howitzes had commenced before. The. only
effieacioua
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effic? nous gun was the 18 pounder, which Mahomed iflbof nad J 759  ̂
brought from Madura, for the reft were only 6 pounders and lower ; 
but from exceflive firing, the 18 pounder burft the day after it was 
mounted ; and by this time, all the ammunition, as well of the bat­
teries. as troops, excepting the quantity which prudence requiied to 
be referred for defence, was expended. However, part ,of the pa­
rapet o f 'h e  tower fired upon, was beaten down, and Mahomed 
Ififoof ret rived to ftorm the next day. Many troops of both armies 
waited on the affault,; and as foon as it began, the Pulitaver, with 
-ooo cho en colleries, who had marched in the night from Nelli- 
tangavhle, iffued from the wood and fell upon the camp of Mahomed 
Iftmr, drove away the troops that guarded it, and began to commit 
ev kind of deftruaion. Mahomed Ifl'oof inftantly lint back a 
large body to repulfe them, attd continued the affault; but the ga - 
rifon within received double animation from the 1 ulitavei s luccefs, 
which was announced to them by the ufual war-cry and the found­
ing o f their conchs. A ll the other colleries cdlleftcd in the woods 
appeared likewiic, as if  on the fame notice, and in different bands 
attacked the troops at the batteries, and at the toot of the breach ; 
and although continually repulfed, continually rallied, and with the 
refolution o f the garrifon laved the fort until the evening, and then 
wafted in the woods to interrupt the renewal of the attault in the 
nicrhtjbut fo much of the referved ammunition had been expended m 
the day, that Mahomed Iflbof deemed it dangerous to remain any 
longer before the fort, and drew oft'his artillery. T w o hundred of his 
troops and of the Travnncores were killed, but more of the enemy.
T h e next day he moved to a diftance, and difmifl’ed the I ravancores, 
wh i proceeded through the pafs of Shencotty to their own country, 
aiv M^iomed Iflbof returned with his own troops, and thole lent 
him by Tomliman and the Mora vers, to the tew n of 1  mivelly.'

E n i) of the E l e v e n t h  B o o k .
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b o o k  x ii.

r p H  E two -armies in the Carnatic continued, during the fnTt days 
I r f  January, in their encampments near Arcot, equally cautious January, 

-ifquing any attempt of confequence, becaufe both were waiting 
the refill* of their negotiations to bring Innis Khan with his Morattoes 
to their affiftance. Both offered 60,000 rupees; but, whilft the 
Englifh were propofmg, conditional bills, the French fent ready 
money, which determined his preference. He arrived on the 8 th in 
the French- camp, with 3000 mounted, and a greater number of foot 
plunderers, who are called Pandarums, and always troop with the 
liorfe, as we have defcribed when Bajinrow joined Clive in the hglu 
near Arm. The next day, the French army filed off* from their en­
campment which extended from the fuburbs of Arcot along the iouth 
fide of the Paliar, and took the road towards Trivatore ; and, as they, 
were going oF, M r- Lally, with a large body of Morattoes, fome of the 
European horfe, and two field-pieces, crolled the rver, and advanced 
to Trimuddi, an out-poft, three miles in front of the Englifh^camp 
at Chinafimundrum. A  cannonade enfued, but more guns and troops 
comir -r up, Mr. Lally retired, and recroffed the river: during which, 
a bo< y o f 200 Morattoes, with whom Colonel- Coote had treated, 
carae over from the enemy’s, and joined his camp. In the evening,
Colonel Coote proceeded acrols the river, with an clcort o f hoi k , 
and reconnoitred the enemy’s line of march, and lulpe&ing, that 
they might intend againft Vandivafh, took his -mealuivs accord­
ingly. Orders were dilpatched to Captain Sherlock, who corn- 
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f  i '7<o. manded in the fort, to defend it to extremity, and to the u vo com- '
---- ' panics of Sepoys at Trivatore, to repair thither immediately. The

Jiousry. t  ^  ot- t])C army  was fent off that night to Covrepauk ; and in
the morning the whole army moved from Chinafnmmdrum, where 
they had laiit eighteen days, and in the evening pitched anew on 
the bank of the Paliar, five miles lower down than the ground 
which the French had occupied on the other fide. A  ftnng poll; o f . 
horfe and foot was advanced at fome diftance towards hreot, and 
another on the left, with orders to keep up continual pat oles. The 
next day pafled without any alarm from the enemy, or ntelligence 
o f conlequenCe concerning them, who neverthelefs were not idle.

Mr. l/iih  had formed another project betides that which Colonel 
Coote f(ifpb£ted ; and, to rccomplifli it, had not buffered his army 
to advance with half the expedition they might. They were on the 
n th , tile'third day after they quitted their encampment, no far­
ther than Papantanguel, fix miles on this fide ot I rivatore, and 
halted there the greatcA part of the day. Towards the evening, 
all were under arms, and the ft.ires and baggage loaded ; but, in- 
ftead of marching on, he difplayed them on the plain, facing to 
the Paliar, and then exerciled them as if  for practice, in large 
evolutions, which were calculat' d to fling the whole line to the 
eaftward, with all the horfe, Morattocs, as well as Europeans, on 
the right, of whom the onteraloft, when the cxcrciie ended, were 
fix miles from Papantanguel. Having thus whihd -«;.vay the time 
Until the clo'e of the evening, he continued all on the ground they 
flood until it was dark ; and then feparated the army into two rii- 
vifions. The horfe, excepting'(mne which rejoined the fecond, filed 
off, followed b y  SCO Sepoys, who had formed next to them, and 
marched on as faft aS they could, keeping together; the reft of the 
army, which conffPd of all the European infantry, wnn the 
baggage and artillery,' were ordered to follow, but without ftrain.
Mr. Tally led the fir'ft divifior hiirifolf. After » triarch of 15 rinks, 
in which they had croffiil the Paliar, they arrived at eight in the 
morning at Conjdvcttm ^vpe^Hng to find in the town the magazines 
o f rice which fupplied the Englifh army ; but they had no fuch fh're,

,« living,.1 o
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X'5:'  "living .<*. che purchafe of the day ; nor had the inhabitants more than i 760.
the common provifion of their houfes ; but in the pagoda was the '
hofpital, and a, flock of military flores, under the guard of two com- J‘ nuaij*
sanies of Sepoys, commanded by Lieutenant Chilfholm, ot which the 
cap i1 re;would have been didreffing; hutoMwLally having brought no 
cannoh made no attempt on the pagoda, and employed his troops 
in collecting plunder, and fettihg fire to the honks of the tow n; 
during which, the Sepoys, and all the lick in the pagoda, who could 
move, cam< out, and being well acquainted with the fliects and covers, 
continually attacked their fmaller parties and flragglers, and whencvei 
likely to he over-powered, difappeared. In the evening the enemy 
retreated, driving off 2000 bullocks, the mod valuable part o f their 
hJCy, loaded with the trumpery they had collected. Bv this time the 
other divifion of the army had arrived at Jangolam, a village on the 
bank of the Paliar, three miles from Conjeveram, from whence both 
united, immediately proceeded, and the next day reached 1  rivatorc.

The neared ground of the French line, whild marching on this 
exploit, was eight miles, from the advanced pod of the Englilli camp, 
whofe black horfe, awed by the number of the Momttofs, were 
afraid to venture, and could not be trufltd Jo fai abroad; and the 
European horfe, being only one hundred, were not̂  even fufficient 
for the necedary patroies o f the camp ; Jo that the hrd intelligence 
of the enemy’s march was from Lieutenant Chilholm at Conjeveram, 
pent as foon a. they appeared there. It arrived in the afternoon ;
Colonel Coote immediately fet off with the cavalry, and ordered the 
whole army to follow, which was in march befirt the iun fet, and 
before it rofe at Conjeveram, where Colonel Coote, with the cavalry, 
had apdved at one in the morning. The way is twenty one miles.

It .vas now a month, that Mr. Bully had acted once moie in the 
field 111 conjunction with Mr. Lally ; and theMiHercourie had only 
enerearfed the aver horn T he late errors of Mr. I . ally’s operations, 
which had lod Vandivafh and Carangoly, without grim '- am thing 
equivalent by the expedition to, Sciingham, had lowered his mihtaiy 
chancier throughout the army ; and even his or n regiment, as v d l

T orrain, although the King’s troops, began. to ad.non ledge tiu
inferior
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lupcrior talents o f Mr: Bufly to candu6t the war: the' ba■ ‘■ alion of

•■ _,„__> -laciia a!r. y ; thought fo. Mr. Lally imputed this rifing predilection.
January. ; n tjie c fflCer3 to the influence of Mr. Bufly’s money, and amongft the 

foldiers co the \; trigues of Father St. Eftevan, a crazy, bufyjefuit, who 
officiated in the camp, and con rifled the regiment of Lorrain : hE an­
tipathy no longer liftened to any reftraints. As. foon as the army re­
turned to Trivatore, Mr. Bufly allied his leave to retire to Pondicherry 
for the recovery of a painful dilorder, which incapacitated him for 

.fatigue : but Mr. Lally forbid him in .the name of the king to quit the 
field. He obeyed, and gave his belt opinion concerning the future 
operations of the campaign. The Engliih, he faid, would not fee 
“  Vandlvalh taken, without rifquing a battle to fave it, in wi 'ch the 

Fr nch army would be deprived o f  all the force employed in .h“
“  liege; and from the necefiity of covering it, not mafter o f the choice 
o o f advantages in the aftion : whereas, i f  the whole o f the regular 
“  troops kept together on the banks of the Paliar, and detached 
•k the whole body o f Morattoes to lay wafte the Engliih diftriCts,
“ -their army would foon be reduced to the neceffity, either of 
“  giving battle at diladvantage, or o f feeking its fubfiflence under 
4< the walls of Madrafs.”  No advice could be more judicious ; for 
the firlft divifion of the Morattoes, although only 1000, had ven­
tured to carry their ravages as far as Pondamalee and Vendalore, 
and bv cutting oft' every kind of provifion on every fide, had re­
duced the Engliih camp to as great want, as they brought abundance 
to the French, where they fold the beeves tlwy had plundered at 
feven for a rupee, and rice at half its value in any other part of 
the country ; and at this very time the Presidency of Madrafs, anxious 
for the Ids of their fureft revenues, repented that they had not 
bought the Morattoes on their own terms, and were adviiing Cc label 
Coote to fall back nearer to the adjacencies of the town. But Air. 

•Lally tuf ••died Mr. Bufly’s advice, as defiguedto prevent or difparage 
t},e afhvity of his own operations ; and on the 14th marched away 
from Trivatore, with a detachment of 500 Europeans, half the 
European cavalry, 500Morattoes, 1000 Sepq> s, and fa ir  field-pi :ces, 
Laving' Air. Bafly with the main body at Tri- dure, as the > oft 
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fhould. march after it; or ready to oppofe and interrupt them, i f  they V - y - T  
fhould go againft Arcut, in order to divert the fiege of Vandivafh.

On the 14th in the evening, Colonel Coote received intelligence 
o f Mr. L ally ’s arrival at Vandivafh, and the next day marched 
with vis whole force from Conjeveram, eroding the Paliar to the 
s. e. inftead o f following the enemy by the longer, but better road 
of Trivatore. On the 17th, they arrived, and encamped near Qu- 
tramalore. This fituation, lying half-way in the road between 
Vandivafh and Chinglapett, fecured the communication with this 
place, and from henee with Madrafs : it likewife had Carangoly in 
its rear ,0 the left. The fort at Outramalore having long been n o  
o'lpfwd, was open in feveral parts from top to bottom o f the wall ; 
but was a much more defenlible repolitory for the if ores and baggage 
o f the army, than any port in the open plain.

Captain Sherlocke kept 30 Europeans and 300 Sepoys in the fouth 
pettah o f Vandivafh, which Mr. L ally  attacked at three in the 
morning with all. his infantry, in two divifions : the one, in which 
the Europeans were marines from the Iquadron, was allotted to the 
weffern rampart, and only intended to make a diverfron during the 
real attack on the oppofite ; where the Europeans were of Lully’s 
regiment, and led by himfclf. Bosh divifions were difeovered and 
fired upon before they gained the foot o f the wall ; and the marines, 
unufed to fuch fervices, broke, and ran round to Mr. Lally’ s divifion, 
who, fuppofing tliom enemies, fired upon them until the lpiflake 
was difeovered. Nothing more was attempted until eight o’clock 
the next morning, when all the infantry in one column, with two 
field-pieces at their head, advanced againff the fouth-fide of the 
pettah ; but the fire to which they were expofed, brought the front 
o f t ie column to a halt without orders. Mr. Lally rode up, dif- 
mpunted, and calling for volunteers, ran to the ditch, and mounted 
the wall, himfelf the firft. The whole column immediately poured 
after him ; ai d the troops in the pettah, having, no orders to defend 
it  extremity, efcaped along the ftreets, and regained the toit 
wi'nout any W " in the retreat; in the w hole defence only four or hve 
hut. been killed; tut the enemy loft twelve Europeans, bciides Se~

vol. ii. 4 e  p°ys«
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. povs, anti more wounded of both. They immediately eutrencnea 
v— * the openings of the ftreets facing the fort; and began to raile a

January. battery jn the n . e . angle o f the pettah, againft the fame tower
which Colonel Coote had breached, and nearly on the fame ground.

A  thoufand of the Morattoes had been ordered to obferve the 
motions o f the Englilh army; but they followed nothing but p1 under, 
and continued fpreading themfelves to the north of the Paliar; and 
as Mr. Lally never rewarded fufficiently to encourage daring (pies, 
the firft news he received o f the approach of the Englilh army, was 
on the i 7th at fun-rife, by a letter from Mr. Bully at Trivatore, by 
which time they were arrived at Outramalore. His aver lion to the 
authority, made him unwilling to accept the information as authen­
tic ; and at firil he only ordered part of the army to advance f-oi» 
Trh atom •. but, on farther intelligence, left Mr. Bally to aft accord­
ing to his dilcretion ; who at five in the afternoon marched with the 
whole, and arrived at Vandivalh before midnight.

The Englilh army arrived at Outramalore without provi lions, and 
too much fatigued to march on, and reach Vandivalh, before Mr. 
Bully’s divifion had joined Mr. L ally ’s there, which, otherwife, on 
their appearance, rnult cither have retreated, or would have flood 
their ground with great inferiority and diladvantage. 1 he horle, as 
loon as the foot were encamped, went abroad to rummage the villages 
for provi (ions, and the next day the troop of huflars fell iu with 50 Mo­
rattoes, o f whom they killed cue, and took twelve with their horfes. 
Still the want of grain continued in the camp, and it was found 
tluit the renter, although he depended on Madrais, had fold his fore 
to feme agents, probably employed by the French, at Sadrafs.; on 
which he was feized, and confined without eating, until the army 
was Supplied ; and his people in a few hours brought enough for the 
immediate want, and promifed more. T h e fcarcity had, howwxr, 
been no oblkcle to the operations o f the army ; for Colonel Co< «te 

1 1 refolvcd not to advance upon the enemy, until they, were re * >  
to alia alt Vandivalh, when he fhouid have his choie; o f attacking 
either the troops employed againll the fort, or the a my which co­
v e  td them in the plain. This Mr. Bn fly forefaw, an,1 again adv fed
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to defiftfrom A e fiege until a better opportunity; and 1 ^ 5 ^  
to keep his whole fore' together, until the Englifh either fought 
or. retired ; but Mr. Lally as before could not brook inftruction from, 
the rival lie detefted, and perfifted.

Their battery did not open until the 20th ; having waited for the 
cannon, which were brought 70 miles from the ramparts of Val~ 
dore, on carriages fent from Pondicherry. T hey were two eighteen, 
and two of twenty-four. By the night of the 20th the wall of the 
fauffebray was opened. Colonel Coote, on this intelligence, marched 
the next day with all the cavalry to reconnoitre the enemy’s f i x ­
ation and the Bate o f the liege, and receiving, when near, a mefiage 
from Sherlocke, that they had breached the main rampart, went 
back, and halted at Tirimbourg, a village half way, to which he or­
dered the main body o f the army to advance without delay from 
Outramalore, but to fend their heavy baggage, for better lecuritv, to 
Carangoly. T hey arrived at Tirimbourg in the night; at tun-rife.
Colonel Coote taking with him 1000 of the black horfe, and the 
two troops of European, with two companies of Sepoys, advanced 
in front o f the main body of the army, which he ordered to follow,
but without prefling their march.

T h e diflance from Tirimbourg to Vandivafli is feven m iles; the 
road leads from the N. E. to the s. w. The mountain o f Vandivafli 
lies in the fame direction, extending more than a league m length. T he 
fort Hands two miles to tire s. o f the mountain, but nearer to the 
w- flern than the enftern end. T he French army was encamped 
dircftly oppofite to the eaftern end of the mountain, at the dlftance 
o f three miles, and at two to the weft o f the fort. The camp was 
in two lines leparated by paddy fields ; a great tank covered the left 
flank o f both lines. A t 300 yards in front o f this tank, hut a l.trle 
on its left, was another, anc farther on, likewife on the left at 
th s, another, neither more than 200 yards in circumference, and 
l oth dry; and the bank which furrounded the foremoft tank had 
been converte 1 into a retrenchment, in which were mounted lorar 
pie* es o f cannch, which commanded the plain in front, and flanked 
in ts whole >  fth  the efplanade in front of the camp.
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' A ll the Morattoes were returned, and lying with their plunder

1— y— ' under t he  foot o f  the mountain, extending a! ong it towards the N.iE.
January. e n (p  Their fcouts brought intelligence of the approach of Colonel

Coote’s divifion, on which all mounted, as did the European cavalry 
in the French camp, and the whole fpread in different bodies acmfs 
the plain to the eaft o f the mountain. Colonel Cootc, with 200 
of the black cavalry, followed by the two companies o f Sepoys, was 
advancing a mile in front o f the reft o f the cavalry, which com- 
pofed the divifion he was leading; and the Morattoes lent forward 
200 of their horle, on which he halted, called up the Sepoys, and 
interfperfed them in platoons between the troops o f horfe.

The advanced body o f the Morattoes neverthelefs pulhed on, but 
were flopped by the fire o f the Sepoys, before they came to the 
ufe o f the fword. Neverthelefs, they recovered after their wheel, 
flood till within reach o f the Sepoys again, then turned again, and 
in this manner fell back to their main body, which with the French 
cav alry had gathered, and were drawn up, extending in a line to 
the eaft, from the end of the mountain ; the French on the right 
o f the Morattoes.

Colonel Coo%  whilft halting for the Sepoys, had font off a meffen- 
ger, ordering up the body of cavalry, which were a mile behind, and 
the firft five companies o f Sepoys with two of the field-pieces from the 
head o f the line o f infantry, to come on likewile as fall as they could 
march : the cavalry foon joined him, but more time was requifite 
for the Sepoys and guns, as the line was three miles off. During 
which, Colonel Coote, by continual halts, advanced very (lowly ; 
and the enemy’s cavalry continued on the ground they had chofen. 
A t eight o’clock the detachment of Sepr ys, with the guns, came 
up. when the divifion with Coote were at an afcent, which inter­
cepted them from the fight o f the enemy, who, although they had 
perceived the cloud jpf march, had not diftinguilhed the two guns 
which accompanied the Sepoys, who, joined by the other two com­
panies, formed in a line in Lie rear of the cavalry, with the guns 
in the center; the two troops o f European horfe were in the center o f 
the cavalry in the firft line. In this order the two 'mes adva: ced
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the-enemy, who were hill waiting for them; but when rtt the 176c. 
distance 0f  -00yards, the cavalry opened from the centre, and brought 
themfelves round, divided on each wing of the Sepoys, in the fecond 
line; and the inflant the ground was clear, the two field-pieces began 
qaick firing on the enemy’s line o f cavalry, which were fetting off to 
take advantage o f the evolution making by the Englifh. The field- 
pieces were, one a twelve, the other a iix-pounder, both of brafs; and 
Captain Robert Barker, although he commanded the whole of the 
Company’s artillery, had come up with, and now ferved them him- 
fe l f : the effect anfwered the good-will and dexterity; the fire was 
directed amongfl the Morattoes ; and every fhot was feen to overfet 
men and horfes, which flopped their career, but not before they 
were within reach of the mufketry o f the Sepoys ; and fome o f them 
on 'he wings had even rode in amongfl the outward of the Englifh 
cavalry during their evolution ; but the encreafing havock which fell 
amongfl them foon after, put the whole body to flight, and they 
galloped away to their camp, leaving the French cavalry alone, who 
were advancing in regular order on their right, againfl whom the 
field-pieces were then directed, which they flood for fome time, fee ru­
ing to expert the Morattoes would rally ; but feeing them entirely 
gone off, turned and went off themfelves, but Rill in order, and 
with much compofure.

Colonel Coote advanced with his divifion to the ground they had 
quitted, and feeing the plain clear, quite up to the French camp; 
fent orders to his line o f infantry to halt, wherefoever the order jhould 
meet them, until he returned to them himfelf. There were fome 
gardens and other enclofues half a mile to the right o f the ground 
which the French cavalry had occupied, w hilil drawn up in a line 
with the Morattoes extending from the end of the mountain. The 
enclolures were good fhelter 01 neceffity, and the ground beyond them 
ex cellent for the difplay and action of the whole aimy, which Colonel 
Coote having reconnoitred, ordered his divifion to file off to the left, 
and to form on this ground, in the fame order as before ; the cavalry 
in ? line in fre it, the Sepoys in another behind them.

As
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:: 1 760. As Toon as this difpofition was executed, he rode back to the 
*— ,— * line ot infantry, which were halting, drav n up in two lines ac-
January. COrding to the order o f battle he had iflued to the principal officers

in the preceding night. He fignified his intention of leading the 
army on to a general action, which was received with acclamation*, 
that lett no doubt o f t he ardour of the troops to engage the enemy 
they had lb long been feeking. The plain dry, hard, and even, ad­
mitted of their marching on in the fame order they were drawn up, 
without filing off in columns, fo that they were foon upon the 
ground where the advanced divilion were halting, when the cavalry 
wheeled from the right and left, and formed the third line of the 
main battle, and the five companies o f Sepoys took their place again 
on the right of the firft line : but the two field-pieces, ftill attended 
by Captain Barker with the two detached companies o f Sepoys, kept 
apart at fome diftance in front, but to the left o f the firft line.

In this array the army ftood in full view o f the French camp, in 
which no motions were perceived ; but no firing was heard againft 
the fort of Vandivaffi. Colonel Coote having waited half an hour 
to lee the effed of his appearance, rode forward with fome officers 
to reconnoitre the enemy’s camp, who fuffered them to approach near, 
without cannonading or fending out a party o f cavalry to interrupt 
them.

The day began to wear, and Colonel Coote, as loon as he returned 
to tiie troops, ordered the whole to file off to the r ig h t; the infantry 
marched in two lines at the fame parallels they had drawn up ; the 
baggage formed a third column on the right, a id the cavalry followed 
m the ear of all the three. T hey proceedc i towards the fouth fide o f 
the mountain, but inclining a little towar' .the French camp. As foon 
as the firft files o f the infantry came to the ftony ground which ex­
tends from the foot o f the mountain, >n which the enemy’s cavalry 
could not ad, the whole halted, and the two lines o f infantry facing 
to the right, prefented themfelves again in order of battle, oppofite "o 
the French camp, at the diftance o f a mile and a half, hut ovt- 
ftretching it on the right; the baggage falling hack a' the fame t*me, 
gave place to the cavalry to refurne their former ftation ' the third fine.
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Morattoes were fpread at the foot o f the mountain to protect i 
tlieir own camp, and none of them ventured within reach o f the two *— *— '
guns, which during the march had kept on the left of the firft line; Janua,y- 
but fome o f the French cavalry came out to reconnoitre, and were 
drwen back by their fire. T h e army halted fome time in this 
fituation, in expectation that the defiance would bring the French 
out o f their camp ; but they hill remained quiet ; which obliged 
Colonel Coote to profecute the reft o f the operations he had me­

ditated.
T he ground for fome diftatice from the foot of the mountain, 

is, as under all others in the Carnatic, encumbered with ftones 
and fragments of rock. From this rugged ground up to the fort 
the plain was occupied by rice fields. The Englilh army coaft- 
ing the mountain until oppofite to die fort, and then making a 
converfion o f their lines to the right, would immediately be 
formed in the ftrongeft of fituations; their right protected by 
the fire o f the fort; their left by the impaflable ground under 
the mountain, and with the certainty o f throwing any number 
of troops, without oppofition, into the fort; who, tallying with 
die garrifon to the other fide, might eafily drive the enemy 
from their batteries in the pettah ; from whence the whole o f the 
Englilh army might likewife advance againft the French camp, with 
the choice of attacking it either on the flank, or in the rear, where 
the main defences, which had been prepared in the front o f their en» - 
camprnent, or aroie from the ufarad difpofitions on -this fide, w^ould . 

become intirely ufilefi.
T h eE n gliih  army had no fooner began their march along the 

foot of the mountain, th u Mr. Lally perceived the intention, with 
all the confequences o f this . ole operation. The Camp immediately 
beat to arms, and foon after the troops were feen iffuing to occupy 
the ground in front of its line, where the field o f battle had been 

prjvioufly marked out.
The French cavalry, 300 riders, all Europeans, formed on the 

yipih* > next to them were the regiment ot I xirrain, 400 fit clocks:
"" j 11
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'>-i *'()-. in the centre, the battalion of India, 700 ; next to them Lally’s,
1— s>— 1 400, whole left were under the retrenched tank, in which were
■ l̂uury- polled the marines or troops from the fquadron, with Poete’s from

Ganjam, in all 300, with four field-pieces. Between the retrench­
ment and Lally’s were three, the fame number between Lally s 
and India, India and Lorrain, Lorrain and the cavalry; in all 16 
pieces. Four hundred of the Sepoys o f Hyder Jung, whom Mr.Bufly 
had. brought from Cudapah, were polled at the tank in the rear of 
the retrenched tank where the marines were, whom they were to 
iupport on occafion : 900 Sepoys were ranged behind a ridge w Inch 
ran along the front of the cam p; and at each extremity o f this ridge 
was a retrenchment guarded by 50 Europeans, which covered the 
entrances into the camp. T he whole force drawn out, infantry,

, cavalry, and artillery, was 2250 Europeans, and 1300 Sepoys: 15^ 
Europeans and 300 Sepoys continued at the batteries againft \  andi- 
vafh; but none of the Morattoes, although 3000, left the ground and 
protection o f their own camp to affift their allies in this decifive 
hour.

The fight of the French army ifluing into the open plain gave 
Colonel Coote all he intended by the preceding operations o f the day.
He inftantlv halted his lines, which had advanced fonae way along the 
foot of the mountain. Facing as foon as they halted, the two firft lines 
were in order of battle, oppofite but obliquely to the enemy. The 
baggage were font back under the efcort of two companies of Se­
poys, to a village in the rear, and the cavalry as before took their 
place in the third line.

T he Englifh-axmy confided of 1900 Europeans, o f whom 80 
were cavalry, 2100 Sepoys, 1250 lilac’ horfe, and 26 field-pieces.
I11 the firft line were Coote’s regiment on the right, the Company’s 
two battalions in the centre, Draper's on the le ft ; but all without 
their grenadiers ; and 1800 Sepoys were equally divided on the right 
and left of the Europeans in this lin e ; in the intervals o f wl ich 
were ro pieces o f cannon, Tiree on each fide of the Company s bat­
talions, and two between Coote’s and Draper s anr the Sepoys. In 
the fecond line were all the grenadiers o f the army, 00, with a field- 
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next, and beyond 200 Sepoys on each of their flanks : the-ca- 1760. 
valry formed the third line; the 80 Europeans, as before, in the 
center o f the black horfe; the two field-pieces with the two com- Januai> 
panies of Sepoys o f the morning ftill continued apart, advanced as 
before a little on the left of the firft line.

As the Englifh army were marching up, and before they were 
within cannon {hot, Mr. Lally, putting himfelf at the head o f the 
European cavalry on the right, let off with them, and taking a 
large fweep on the plain, came down, intending to fall upon 
the  ̂ horfe of the Englifh army, which made their third line.
T h e black horfe, who were nine-tenths of this body, pretended 
to wheel, in order to meet the enemy’s, but .purpofely confuled 
themfelves fo much, that feme went off immediately, which gave 
a pretext to the reft to follow them, and the 80 Europeans were left 
alone, who faced and drew up properly to receive the charge, rely­
ing on better afliftance. As foon as the intention of Mr. Lally was 
underftood, the divifton of Sepoys on the left of the ii eft jine 
were ordered, to fall back in an angle from the front, ready to 
take the enemy’s cavalry in flank as they were approaching, but 
performed the evolution with fo little firmnets, that little hope was 
entertained o f any execution from their fire; but Captain Barker 
with the 2 guns of the feparate detachment, had watched, and di- 
reaing his own by the movement o f the enemy, was within point 
blank of them juftbefore they were oppolite and riding in on the flank 
end rear o f  the horfe, where only the European were ready to op* 
pofe them, for all th'- black were gone. In lefs than a minute the 
quick firing of the two guns brought down ten or 15 men or Jiorfcs, 
which, as ufual, threw t e next to them, and they the whole, into 
confuftou ; and the horfes growing every moment wilder, all turned 
and went off on the full gaftop, leaving Mr. Lally, as he aflerts, 
fn g ly  alone. If'fa, he could not have {laid long where he was, for 
the European horfe, on feeing the enemy’ s check, were advancing ; 
and many o f the black, encouraged by the fccunty, w rit returning, 
and the whole foon after fet off after the enemy, whom they purlin d 
in 1 long cow e quite to the rear of their camp 
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j_50> The Englifh army halted ten minutes in attention to this attack,
v~—v— during which the French line cannonaded, but beyond the proper 
January. evca for ball, and neverthelefs often fired grape, and nei­

ther with any eilMl. The Englifh did not begin to aniwer until 
nearer, and then perceiving their own fire much better directed, halt­
ed in order to preferve this advantage, as long as the enemy permitted 
it to continue, by not advancing from the fiout of their camp. Mr. 
t a l ly  retiring from the Englifh cavalry, and defected by his own, 
rejoined his line of infantry, which he found buffering, and with 
much impatience, from the Englifh cannonade : his Own impMuo- 
fitv concurred with their eagernefs to be led to immediate d^cition, 
and he gave the order to advance. The Englifh line was not directly 
oppofite to the front o f the French, but Banting outwards from 
their left, which required the French troops on this fide to advance 
much lefs than thofe of their right, who had more ground to wheel, 
in ord r to bring the whole line parallel to that of the Englifh.

-  Colonel Coote feeing the enemy coming on gave the final or­
ders to his own. None but the Europeans o f the firffc and fecond 
lines were to advance any farther. The Sepoys on the wings of both,
?nd the cavalry in the third line, were to continue where they were 
left, and to take no (hare in the battle, until they fhould hereafter 

receive orders hojv to act.
T he enemy began the fire of mufketry at one o clock, but Colonel 

Coote intended to refrain until nearer ; neverthelefs the company of 
CorFrees, which was inferted in one o f the Company’s battalions, 
gave their fire without the order of their mneers, and it was with 
difficulty that the irregularity was prever cod from extending. Co­
lonel Coote was at this time paffing 'rom the right to the left 
to join his own regiment, and received two or three fhot in his 
cloaths from the fre  of the Coffrees As foon as he arrived at his 
regiment they began, and the fire became general through the whole

line.
Coote’s had only fired twice, when Lorrain forme * in a column 

twelve in front: the operation is fimple and w >s expeditious. 
Coloticl Coote made no change in the difpofition nis regiment,

bet



ordered the whole to preferve their next fire; which. Lorrain 
coming on almoft at a run, received at the ftiftancc of 50 yards in j anJar);' 
their front and on both their flanks; it fell heavy, and brought 
down many, but did not Hop the column. In an iaidant the two 
regiments were mingled at the pufh of bayonet; thole of ^ootes 
oppofite the front of the column were immediately bom down, but 
the reft, far the greateft part, fell on the flanks, when every man 
fought only for himfelf, and in a minute the ground was % ead 
with dead and wounded, and Lorrain having jnit before 1 idle red from 
the referved fire of Coote’s, broke, and ran in diforder to regain 
the camp. Colonel Coote ordered his regiment to be reftored to 
order before they purlued, and rode himlelf to lee the irate o f the 
reft o f the line.

As he was palling on, a fhot from one of the guns with Drapci s 
regiment, ftruck a tumbril in the retrenched tank on the left of 
L ally ’s, where the marines were polled, and the explofion blew up 
80 men, many of whom, with the chevalier Poete, were killed Laû  
and moft o f the others mortally hurt. A ll who were near, and h aft eft 
caped the danger, fled in the firft impulfe of terror out of the retrench­
ment, and ran to gain the camp by the rear of \ .ally’s, and were joined 
in the way by the 40.0 Sepoys at the tank behind, who, although 
they had iuffered nothing, likewife abandoned their poft. Colonel 
Coote on the explofion, fent orders by his aid de camp Captain Tzer, 
to Major Brcrcton, to advance with the whole of Draper s regiment, 
and take pofleflion of the retrenched tank before the enemy reco­
vered the confufion i 'hich he judged the explofion muft have caufed ; 
as in this fituation they would command, under cover, the hank of 
Lally’s regiment. The giound on which Draper’s was handing oppo­
fite to L ally ’s when the order came, obliged them, in order to prevent 
Lally’s from enfilading, or flanking them as coming down, to hie oil by 
the right, Mr. Bufiy, who commanded on this wing, uad before en­
deavoured to rally the fugitives, of whom he had recovered 50 or 60, 
a’ul adding to them two platoons of l.ally s, led and polled flum n 
the tank, and then returned to fupport them with t ic  regimen 
But Breretov files kept wheeling at a diftance, and moving at 1. '■ 
ijuickcft pace, fuflfered little from their fire, and coming upon t .a
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Xx̂ 7 ‘̂ // left of the retrenchment, aflaulted it impctuoufly, and, carried it after 
— v— - receiving one fire o f much execution from the troops within, un- 

•"‘K""r  der which Major Brereton fell mortally wounded, and when fallen 
refufed the afliftanceof the men next him, hut bid them follow their 
viftory. The firft o f Draper’s who got into the retrenchment fired 
down from the parapet upon the guns on the left of Daily’s, and 
drove the gunners from them ; whilft the reft, being many more 
than required to maintain the poft, formed, and fhouldered under it, 
extending on the plain to the left to prevent the regiment o f Lally, 
i f  attempting to recover the poft, from embracing it on this fide. 
Mr. Bully wheeled the regiment o f Lally, and lent off platoons from 
■ its left, to regain the retrenchment, whilft the reft were oppofed to 
the divifion of Draper’s on the plain. But the platoons afted faint­
ly, only fkirmiftiing with their fire infttad of coming to the c’ofe 
aflault. T h e adtion likewife continued only with mufketry, hut 
warmly, between the two divifions on the plain, until the two field- 
p: — p attached to the right o f Draper’s, which they had left be­
hind when marching to attack the retrenchment, were brought to> 
hear on the flank of Daily’s, who had none to oppofe them ; on 
which their line began to waver, and many were going off. Mr. 
Bufly, as the only chance o f reftoring this part of the battle, put 
him felf at their head, intending to lead them to the pufti o f bayo­
net, but had only advanced a little way when his horle was ftruck 
with a ball in the head, and floundering at every ftep afterwards, 
he dismounted ; during which the fire from Draper’s had continued, 
o f which two or three balls palled through his deaths, and when 
he alighted only 20 of 1 .ally’s had kept near him, the reft had 
fhrimk. T w o platoons fet off on the Full run from Draper’s 
to furround them : the officer demanded and received Mr. Bu fly’s 
(Word, and lent him with a guard into the rear; he was con- 
dlifted to Major Mbnfon, who had wheeled three companies Of 
flie grenadiers of the fecund line, and was halting with them 
and their field-piece at Home diftance, ready if  neofiary to ftp- 
port the event of Draper’s. Mr. Bufly alked vvhc the troops he 
ftw  w ere; and was anfwered 200 grenadiers, th heft men in 
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army, who had not fired a fhot; he clafped his hands in fur- 1 760. 

prize and admiration, and laid not a word. .
During the conflict on this fide the two centers, which were 

compofed of the troops o f the two Eall India Companies, had kept 
up a hot, but diftant fire; neither chufing to rifque clofer decifion 
until they faw the event between Draper s and Dally s ; but as loon 
as Daily’s broke, the enemy’s center went off likewile, but m better 
order, although in hafte, to regain their camp. Many ol Coote’ s, 
in the firft fury of victory, had purfued their antagonifts ol Dorrain 
up to the retrenchment, by which the fugitives entered the camp : 
they might have Differed by this ralhnefs, if the guard there, as 
well as the neareft Sepoys along the ridge, had not taken fright, 
and abandoned their polls on feeing the rout of Ddtrain. It rook 
forne time to bring the purfuers back to their colours, when the 
officers, fending off the wounded, formed the reft into their ranks, 
and afterwards only made the appearance of advancing, wlulft 
the reft of the battle remained in doubt, left 3 -orrain with the 6c- 
poys fliould ra lly ; to prevent which the four field-pieces on the 
left kept up an inceffant fire plunging into the camp.

As foon as the other wing and the center of theEnemy’s army gave 
wav, their opponents, the Company’s battalion and Draper’s regiment 
got into order, and with Coote’s, who were ready, advanced to-the 
purfuit, leaving their artillery behind. T h ey entered the enemy’s 
camp without meeting the leaft oppoiition. India and Daily’s had 
pafled through it haftily to the other fide, although not fin rout as- 
L orrain’s before. Mr. Dally, after the rout of Lorrain, rod- away 
to join his own regiment on the left, but on the way law the ex- 
plofion of the tumbril at the retrenched tank, the difperfion of the 
marines in this poft, and the flight o f the Sepoys out of the tank 
behind. He was in this inftant near, and intended to fpeak to Mr.
Bufly, but turned fuddenly, and ordered the Sepoys ftationed along 
the ridge in front o f the camp to advance. None obeyed.: and moll 
o f them beii g thofe o f Zulphacarjung who had l'erved with Mr.
BuflV In the I 'ecan, he rafhly fufpe£lod treachery, and, unable to 
controul the w.pvilfe of diftra&ion, rode into the camp to Iron the

f ugitives of Lorrain. The
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" it^o. The whole body o f the French cavalry, near 300, who were all 
— ' Europeans, appeared on the plain in the rear of the camp»to which

* they had retreated, followed by the cavalry of the Englifh army,
whole encounter they had hitherto avoided by abler evolutions : lb 
that neither o f thefe two bodies had been within fight of. the brunt 
between the two infantries. The French cavalry chanced to be near 
enough to lee the flight ofLorrain through the camp, and, animated 
by a fenfe of national honour, refolved to protect them, if, as might be 
expeCted, they lhouid endeavour to elcape Hill farther by gaining the 
plain. In this purpdle they united their fquadrons and drew up 
in the rear of the camp, and in face o f the Englifh cavalry, of whom 
the black liorfe, awed by their refolution, dared not, and the European 
were too few, to charge them. This unexpected luccour probably pre­
vented the utter dilperffon o f the French army. There were in the 
rear o f the camp three field-pieces with their tumbrils of ammuni­
tion ; at which the fugitives ofLorrain, encouraged by the appear­
ance of the cavalry, flopped, and yoked them. Thefe protections 
reltored confidence toL ally ’sand the India battalion as they arrived, 
likewile beaten from the field, T hey fet fire to the tents and un- 

. dangerous {lores near them, and the whole filed off into the plain 
in much better order than their officers cxpeCted. The three field- 
pieces kept in the rear o f the line o f infantry, and behind them 
moved the cavalry. They palled to the weftward, and when oppo- 
fite to the peltahs o f Vandivafh were joined by the troops, who 
h id continued at the batteries there, which they abandoned, leaving 
all the {lores and baggage, and received no interruption from the 
garrilon as they were going off. The Morattoes, who were under 
tin mountain when the cannonade began, intended not only to 
prnte& their own camp, but to fall upon the baggage o f the 
Englifh arm y; but when they faw the whole body o f Sepoys 
remaining m the rear of the aCtion, Were deterred tiom advancing 
to the village, to which the baggage was fen t; and having their own. 
all ready loaded on their bullocks, fent off the whole train to efie 
well ward loo n alter the cannonade commenced; an l with the firft 
notice from their Icouts o f the rout of Lorrain, heg$n to go :it 

2 thcmfelvcs.
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x^r•^feemfclves. Their rout led them acrofs the way, along which the 1760. 
French were retreating; whom 700 of them joined and accompanied, j 
Colonel Coote fent repeated orders to his cavalry to harrafs and im­
pede the retreat of the French line. They followed them five miles 
until five in the afternoon, but the black horfe could not be brought 
up within reach of the carbines o f the French cavalry, and much 
lefs o f their field-pieces. The brunt of the day palled intirely between 
the Europeans o f both armies, the black troops of neither had any 
part i 1 it, after the cannonade commenced. The commandants of 
the Englilh Sepoys complimenting Colonel Coote on the vidory, 
thanked him for the fight of fuch a battle as they had never feen.

Twenty-four pieces o f cannon were taken, 19 in the field and 
camp, and five in the battery again!! Vandivalh, r 1 tumbrils of 
ammunition, all the tents, ffores, and baggage, that were not 
burnt. T w o hundred of the Europeans were counted dead in the 
field, and 160 were taken, o f whom died of their wounds be­
fore the next morning; fix of the killed, and 20 of the prifoners, 
were officers: wounded continually dropt on the road; lb that 
the immediate diminution of tire enemy’s force was computed 
600 men. O f  the Englilh army, 63 Europeans were killed, 
and 124 wounded, in all 190; o f this number, 36 o f the killed, 
and 1 6 o f the wounded, belonged to the Company's battalions, 17 
and 66 to Draper’s, 13 and 36 toCoote’s regiment; four of the E u­
ropean horle, and two of the artillery, were wounded, but none 
of either killed. O f the black troops, 17 of the horfe were killed,

• and 32 wounded : in all, 22 and 47 : o f the Sepoys only h tv.id 1 7  
Tire killed, as well in the European as the black troops, was, although 
not in the different bodies, one half of the number wounded, a propor­
tion on the whole which rarely happens, excepting as in this a&ion, 
by cannonade. , ,

The firfi: news of the vidlory was brought to Madrafs at lun-rile 
the next morning by one of the black fpics of the Englilh camp.
*\t noon came in another, with a note o f two lines, .written v. ith 
a pen'il, by Colonel Coote on the field of battle; other accounts 
followed, and loon after eye-witneffes. The jov whic h this me­
eds ditfuled throughout the lettlcment, was almoft equal to that of

Calcutta



\5j£.w|J<L Calcutta oil the victory at Plaffey. Their congratulations to Colonel 
JaouT—' CoOte and the army were abundant as their joy.

The day after the battle fcarcely fufficcd for the variety o f orders 
fiecdfary to reilore the army to its ftrength, and to make the difpo- 
litions, by which Colonel Coote, with his uiual activity, ■ rcfolved 
to profecute his fuccefs. Captain Wood was ordered to advance 
with his garrifon from Covrcpauk, and inveft the fort of A rcot; 
Lieutent Chilholm to fend to Covrepauk the fick and invalids 
left by the army at Conjeveram : Madrafs was requefted to fend 
to Conjeveram the recovered men of the King’s regiments left 
in their hofpital, together with {lores, battering cannon,, and 
ammunition : this line was meant to fuftain the liege of Arcot. 
Whatlbever other troops could be {pared from Madrafs were 
to be lent to Vandivalh, with medicines and conveniences for 
the wounded there. T he baggage at Outramalore was ordered to 
rejoin the arm y; a letter was written to Innis Khan, adviling him 
to quit the province, with all his Morattoes, without delay, or that 
no quarter would lie given to any o f them wherefoever met. Or­
ders were iiTued for 1000 o f the black horfe to march to the louth; 
200 fet off immediately to plunder and lay wafle the country be­
tween Allamparvah and Pondicherry: the next day, which was 
the 25th, 800 with 20 o f the huflars, under the command o f Vaf- 
ferot, marched with the fame intent again ft the diftrifts between 
Pondicherry and Gingee, and wrere to aft in correfpondence with s 
the other detachment.

T i ic French army reached Chittape.tt the next day, where they 
only remained the day after; and then Mr. Dally, without rein- 
f0n.i!ig the ganifon, fell back with all the European force to 
O'ngee, fending the Sepoys o f Zulphacarjung, of whom he had 
fei i fufpicions, although Mr. Bully was taken, to aft under the 
cofrmandant at Arco., and advifed the Morattoes to renew their in- 
cu.i'fons to the north o f the Paliar. Colonel Coote, on intelligence 
of Mr. T ally ’s retreat, and the little care he had taken of 
j tt, refolved to attack this place before he marched againft Arcot. 
T h e baggage from Outramalore, waiting for feme ftores from 
Cl nnglapett, did not arrive until the 26th. In the fame evening, a

detachment
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v l J p  /•/ T he W a r  of  C o r o m a n d e l . Book A & I



' g°k$X\
f i y - p

X E  C l I I T T A P E T T .  ^ y L l

: iletachment marched from Vandivalh, and the next morning in- 1760, 
'■ efted Chittapett, when the commandant, De T illy , refilled to fur- VaT̂ T- * 
rend”r. On the 28th, the whole army encamped within cannon- ‘'aiUia'^‘ 
fliot, and the commandant ftill per filling in his refufal, a battery of 
two eighteen-pounders was erected in the night, again ft the N. E. 
angle, and a howitz was planted in the pettah, to enfilade the north 
line of the rampart. The lire opened at five the next morning, 
and the breach was nearly practicable by eleven, when a flag of 
truce appeared, and De T illy  furrendered without terms.. The 
garrifon conlifted of four commiflionc-d officers, and 52 private Eu­
ropeans, with 300 Sepoys. In the hofpitals were 73 Europeans, 
wounded in the late battle. The artillery were nine pieces of can­
non ; the ftore o f ammunition was conliderable,. and amongft the 
arms were 300 excellent mulkets, which were diftributed amongft 
the Englilh Sepoys. The garrifon reported, that a party, with two 
field-pieces, were marching from Arcot and Gingee, having taken 
the round-about road by Am i and Trinomalee ; on which Captain 
Stephen Smith was detached, with 200 black horfe, and two com­
panies of Sepoys, to intercept them.

In the mean time, the horfe lent to the fouthward had performed 
their million with great alacrity, having burnt 84 villages, and fwept 
away 8000 head o f cattle, many of which were o f thofe the Mo- 
rattoes had taken on the north of the Paliar, and fold to whomlb- 
ever would buy them, at four-pence a head. T he whole collection 
was driven under different convoys to Vandivalh, Caraqgoly, and 
Outramalore, and more than reftored the number which thefc 
diftriCls had loft. Befides what they had fold, they had driven 
away a great multitude o f the heft cattle into the vallies leading 
from Lalliput to Damalcherri, which they intended to fend, with 
the reft o f their booty, to their own country on the other slide the 
hills ; but the menaces and fuccefs o f Colonel Coote railed appre- 
henlions *n Innis Khan, that he might rilque the lofs ot this 
plunder, i f  he continued any longer in the province. He therefore 
quitted Arcot, with all his Morattoes, on the fame day that Chit­
tapett furrendered; and continued his march through the palS, from 
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i 760. whence he wrote to Mr. Pigot, that he fhould at any time here-
'— after be ready to wait on him with his troops, i f  they could agre  ̂
January, ,

upon the terms.
On the 30th, intelligence was received from Captain Wood, that 

he had marched with his garrifon o f Covrepauk to Arcot, and found 
the Sepoys of Zulphacarjung ftrongly ported in the ftreets o f the 
town ; he neverthelefs attacked them, and after much firing drove 
them from their hands, with confiderable iofs on their fide, and 
little on his own. T hey retreated out of the town, as the garrifon in 
the fort did not want their fervice. On the 31ft? the army, which had 
moved by two fucceffive divifions, encamped near A m i, 'where they 
were rejoined by, the detachment fent with Captain Stephen Smith, 
who had taken the party they had been fent after, which was much 
lefs than had been reprefented, con fitting only o f 20 Europeans 
and <;o Sepoys, efcorting two brafs field-pieces, which M i. Eally 
had ordered from Arcot. Captain Smith had likewife picked up 
three commifl’aries, who were travelling to Pondicherry in their 

pallankeens.
February, T he next day, which was the firft of February,^ Colonel Coote, 

with the firft divifion of the army, joined Captain Wood in the 
town o f Arcot, having left the fecond with Major Monfon, to attack 
Tim ery, which lies in the road. This fort being very fmall, al­
though well-built, only fhells were fired, which before the evening 
reduced the garrifon to furrender : they were one ferjeant com­
manding 20 foldiers, and 60 Sepoys, with five pieces o f cannon. 
T h e next day Major Monfon arrived at Arcot, and all immediately 
fet to work in crofting batteries, for which Captain Wood had pre­
pared the materials, and had nearly fmifhed one on the north face of

T h e defences o f the fort had been greatly improved fince it was 
defended by Captain Clive, agahift Rajahfahib, in 1752. The Engiifh 
had contributed rndft ; but the French finifhed what war'intended, 
but left undone by them, when they abandoned the fort on Mr.
JLalip’s approach to Madrafs. The ditch was moftly in the folid 
r a n d  had every where been dug to man height : the faullebray

was
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-sl^^/as clear, but open ; being neither darted with a parapet-wail, res J 7  °. 
even with a palifade : a glacis, and a covered way, had h.*n carried Fch^ / /  
veund the fort; and from the center of the north-fide of tne covered- 
way projedfed a ftrong ravelin, mounting fix guns, round which 
the glacis was continued ; a gate with a draw-bridge communicated 
with this ravelin : the narrow rampart of the old wall had m many 
places been widened, and ramparts vailed to it, foi the ieady imining 
up of cannon ; each of the towers, of which there were twenty- 
two, was rendered capable of a gun of any fr/c, thole at the four, 
angles would admit three, and the platforms of the two gateways 
more. The extent of the fort from the weftern to the extern fide is 
nearly 800 yards ; the eaftern face 350; but the fouthern wall, re­
ceding as it ftretches to the eaftward, reduces the eaftern fiice to 
260 yards, o f which 50 are occupied in the middle by a gate-way, 
and the main rampart on this face had only the two towns in t le

angles. . , ,
T w o batteries were raifed to the Eaft; one, ol three embralurcs

in the front of fome houfes, Handing at the diftance of 360 yards, 
nearly oppofite to the rampart between the gateway and the tower 
in tire angle on its right; and was intended to breach m the i.itc.. a l: 
the other battery was on the left of this, but 100 yards nearer; it mourn­
ed onlv two guns, of which, one was to difmantlc the tower in 1 he 
angle to the right of the gateway, and the other the angle on the right . 
o f the gateway itfelf. A  battery of three guns was railed to the 
fouth, nearly oppofite the s. w. angle of the fort, and bore upon the 
tower in this angle, and the two next to the eaftward. This battery 
was at the diftance of 200 yards, where a few houfes gave ihclter 
to the guards, and covered the workmen m the outlet ot the ap­
proaches. The fourth battery was that raifed by Captain Wood on 
the north: it was to the left of the ravelin, at the diftance 01200 

ards, and mounted two guns, which were to plunge ov er t ie ia\c m, 
n order to break the drawbridge behind, by which the rawlm com- 

acrofs the ditch with the body of the fort: but this bat­
tery was of little ufe becaufe it enfiladed no part o f the vninpai , 
and the ravelin it fired upon bore only one gun agsunft
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batteries to the ea ft ward, and, in caie the bridge (hould be broke, 
the guard would be withdrawn into the fort, where their fervice, 
i f  the breach thou Id be aflaulted, would be o f more detriment than 
their continuance in the ravelin ; and the battery was employd only 
becaufe it was ready.

On the 3d and 4th, whilft the batteries were conftru&ing, the 
garrifon threw many (hells to interrupt the work, but no men were 
hurt by them. On the 5th, all the three batteries opened ; and the 
garrifon (till continuing their (hells, returned likewife on all fides 
with more cannon than fired upon them ; and a foldier was killed 
on the n . e . attack, and four artillery-men to the fouth. On the 
6th, the enemy difmounted two guns in the battery o f three to the 
eaft, in which two Europeans were killed and two wounded, and- 
two were likewife wrounded at the fouth battery. This day, 200 
cohorn-fhells arrived from-Madrafs, inftead o f eight-inch (hells for 
the howitz, wThich was the only piece of bombarding artillery with 
the army ; no powder came with the (hells ; and from the defence, 
the (lock in camp feemed likely to be exhaufted before the place 
could be opened to aflault; and (hot grew equally fcarce. Four 
hundred bullocks were therefore fent off to bring a fupply o f both 
from Madrafs, w ith  two eighteen-pounders to replace the two which 
had been difmounted. In the night between the 6th and the 7th, 
the army began their approaches from both attacks. On the 7th, 
two eighteen-pounders arrived from Chinglapett; but from the want 
of ferviceable bullocks they were accompanied by only 50 (hot, and 
50 barrels of powder c\peeled with them were dill lagging on the 
toad. From the preceding to the prefeut evening, only one man 
was killed, and two wound d. T h e approaches were puflied on all 
n igh t; and the next day, which was the eighth o f the month ar-> 
lived the powder from Chinglapett, and a quantity was difeovered. 
buried in one o f the h  ufes o f the tow n; but all the (hot wet*

nearly expended, that, at four in the afternoon, Colonel Coote 
: oat a parley, in order to gel: time to pick up what theCy >mv 1 4<j.. 

fjrcd. T h e French officer, Captain H u % ,  accepted the ra # ig e , ‘ 

which was a fummons to iurrender^ as he could expert no fu c -

cours
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rs : he anfwered, that not a man had been killed in the fort; 1760.

but that he was willing to furrender it, i f  not relieved before, Srp-— '
~ 7 r  e b r u a r v

at the end of fix days, on condition the garrifon fhould be free,
have the honours of war, and retire to Pondicherry. This to and 
fro lafled two hours, when the firing was renewed until dark. The 
lofs this day was only one man killed, and two wounded. In the 
night, the trenches to the s. were pufhed on with much diligence,, 
and the garrifon employed every means to interrupt their progrefs, 
cannon and fhells from the body of the place, mufketry, grenades, 
and fire-balls, which fet on fire the blinds, gabions, and faficiues of 
the advancing fap, dangeroufly wounded Enfign Macmahon, who 
conducted it, killed one, and wounded ten more of the men em­
ployed. Neverthelefs, the fap before the morning was vefy near 
the foot o f the glacis. W ith the day, which was the pth, the bat­
teries, having received fome more (hot from Chinglapett, continued, 
and by noon their fire had opened both breaches to fix feet of the 
bottom of the rampart; and had difmantled the towers that flanked 
them : but flill the ditch remained to be filled, and no lodgement 
was yet made in the covered way. Great therefore was the furprize, 
to fee a flag, followed by a voluntary offer of furrendering the next 
day, if  allowed the honours of war ; which, as before,, implied 
that the garrifon were not to be made prifouers. Colonel Coote re-- 
fufed and Toon after came another letter, offering as the condition,' 
that they might all retire to Pondicherry on their paroles not to 
ferve again. Colonel Coote replied, that he fhould allow the officers 
and men whatfoever belonged to them, and good treatment; but re- 
ferved the right of difpofing. of their perfons : at the fame time, he 
invited the commandant to fupper, who came. The fort was clofely 
furrounded during the night, to prevent any of the garrifon from 
efcapitig ; and early the next morning, the grenadiers of the armv 
took pofleffion of the gates. The garrifon am filled of n  officers,., 
three of whom were captains, and 236 i’oldiers and artillery-men, 
n. Europeans, and nearly the fame number of Sepoys. T he ar­
tillery were 4 mortars, and 22 pieces of cannon, of which feme 
were eighteen-pounders; there was likewiie a plentiful flock of 

1. ammunitio£x,v



ammunition, ami military ftores of all kinds. T h e batteries muff 
— i ]iave ceaied firing the next day, until convoys arrived: the gauifou 

7 - 'ruar>'- had not loft three men, and the fort might have held out ten days 
longer before the afl'ault by ftorm could be rifqued. T h ey  exte­
nuated the early fiurrender by the certainty o f not being relieved. 
It required the refpite of fome days to refit the wear and tear which 
the army had endured during the activity of the late operations; tot 
all the carriages were fluttered, all the men wanted cloathing, and 

all the bullocks were fore.
Colonel Coote, in conlideratlon of Mr. Bully s generality to the 

Engl if h faftory when he took Vizagapatam, had peimitted him to 
•repair to Pondicherry from the field of battle, immediately after he 
was taken. He arrived there the next day, ana reprefen ted the defeat as 
-far from irretrievable. On the 25 th m the evening, came in Air. 
T ally , and the troops'were following from Gin gee to Valdoie. Ihs 
ill fuccels, and the abandoning the field, rendered him* ftill more 
odious titan ever. No invective, howfoever. unjuft, was fipared. 
Cowardice borrowing courage from drunkennels was imputed as the 
caufe o f wrong difpofitions, redrefled by worle, until the battle was 
loft, and the retieat to Pondicherry as a defign to lole the city, in 
revenge for the univerfal deteftatioil in which lie was held.

Neverthelefs, the beft ability and w ill would have been perplexed 
what meafure to purfue after the defeat. T h e neceffity of refumi-fli- 
ing the army with the ftores and artillery they had loft, would alone 
have required them to fall hack nearer to Pondicherry; and the pro- 
teftion o f the diftrifts in the rear o f Alamparwah and Gingec now 
became of great concernment; for iince the lots o f Mafulipatatn, o f 
the northern provinces, and of their fcttlements in Bengal, very little 
grain in proportion to the former importations had been brought 
to Pondicherry by lea : and the diftrefles for money to anfwer more 
immediate calls had hitherto prevented the government from laying 
in a ftore o f provifions ; fo that their greateft refource at this time 
was from the harvefts in thefe diftrifts, which was ripe and

kig in.
T h e  interruptions continually oppofed by the garrifon of Tritchi- 

nopoly to the French troops remaining in the ifland Seringham, had
prevented
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prevented- the controllers, appointed to manage theie diftri&s, from 1760. 
collecting enough to defray the expences of the late expedition, pcb7û y. 
although the revenues, i f  unmolefted, would have turnifhed 
m ore: Mr. Lally had ordered the whole to return, and ex­
pected they would join him before Vandivalh. They were, belides 
the 300 European in Seringham, two detachments lately lent from 
-Pondicherry, with ftores and ammunition, who were arrived, and 
halting at Utatore. The manager appointed to colleCt the revenues, 
who was a counfellor o f Pondicherry, thought that matters would 
mend, when he fhould be reinforced by the detachments at Utatore, 
and ventured to dilobey the orders. The Nabob and Captain Joleph 
Smith at Tritchinopoly refolved, as the beft means of preventing 
the arrival of the detachments, to get pofleffion of the fortified pagoda 
o f  PFchandah, on the far ther bank of the Coleroon, which terminates 
the only high road leading from Samiaveram and Utatore into the 
-Kland of Seringham. The pagoda was reported to be garrifoned only 
by a company of Sepoys, with a few Europeans. Accordingly Cap­
tain Richard Smith, who was recovered of his wound, crofled the 
river on the 28th of December, and took the command of the coun­
try troops, and thofe from the. garrifon, which had continued at 
Samiaveram fince the defeat of the French party, which had ad­
vanced a few days before. Early the next morning, Captain Jofeph 
Smith moved with a party from the city, and began to cannonade 
the pagoda of .Seringham from acrols the Caveri, in order to divert 
the French troops from lending a. reinforcement to Pitchandah ; for 
the attack of which, his fire upon Seringham was to be the figrtal.
T h e troops from Samiaveram were in time on their ground near 
Pritchandah. The two field-pieces which were to beat down the 
gate were in the road ; the oxen were call off from them, and they 
were to be dragged the rell of the way, which was 50 yards, to a 

houltry within fix yards of the gate. The troops were not difeo- 
'ered until they had got under the wall, and were fixing the l'caling- 

lau Jprc • "he garrifon, more numerous than fuppofed, fired hotly 
from the walls, and clpecially on the field-pieces. Moft of the Eu­
ropeans in the detachment were foreigners, and none: of thofe employed
in  bringing on the field-pieces liked the fcrvice; and to encourage them.

Captain



Capt ’.in Smith and Lieutenant Horne pulled themfclves at the gun/ 
— ' flu ir . '.ample brought more a Si dance ; but o f ten, who were at the 

‘ J' - gun with Smith, two were Ihot dead, artd three wounded, before they 
<T;;t them into the choultry, when a few rounds brought down the 
gate-w ay; in this inftant captain Smith received a ball under his 
Lh .Tuld.er, which totally difabled him. lieutenant Horne then took his 
place and endeavoured to lead the men to the aflault, but the detach­
ment had futfered fo feverely that none would follow him ; he, how­
ever, prevailed on them to abide, and bring off the wounded, and the 
two guns. Soon after, a certain account was received o f the ftrength o f 
the b nc:J < parties atUtutorc,which appeared an overmatch for the dif- 
pirited troops at Samiavcram ; nor could Tritchinopoly fpare a rein­
forcement equal to what the French troops in the ifland might then 
fafedy lend to a£t in conjunction with thole coming from Utatore: the 
whole detachment at Samiaveram were therefore recalled, and ar­
rived the fecod of February at Tritchinopoly. Their retreat re­
lieved the French troops in the pagoda o f Seringham from 
great diftrefs; for they had little ammunition left, and {Height­
ened towards the Caveri by the garrifon o f Tritchinopoly, and 
on tire other fide o f the Coleroon by parties from the en­
campment at Samiaveram, they could neither venture out to feek, 
nor the country people to bring them in provilions; fo that all their 
fubliftence, for feveral days, had been what they had plundered 
from the bramins in the pagoda, whofe houfes they pulled down for 
fire-wood to drefs the victuals they found in them.

T h e French troops at Utatore having waited for fome ftores, which 
were lagging on the road, did not arrive at Seringham until the 
8th : they were 140 Europeans, five pieces o f cannon, and 600 Se­
poys ; and brought with them a competent Lock o f ammunition and 
lpare arms. A  day or two after their arrival, 200 o f their Euro- 
pcans, with 600 Sepoys, commanded- by HLilian A lly , marched 
.againft Totcum , which had been taken for the Nabob on the 26tl 
o f  December. T h e  garrilon left in it were four companies o f 
Sepoys, under the command o f two European ferjeants; all o f  
jyho.cn, although there were guns in the four, behaved very ill, and

furren-
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furrendered the place before any imprefiion had been made on the 1760.

walls* February.
A t the fame time that Mr. Lally recalled the troops from Sering-

ham, he likewife ordered the fort of Devicotah to be evacuated ; and 
the garrifon, having made leveral breaches in the walls and towers, 
marched away in the beginning of February, but left a company o f 
Sepoys in the pagoda of Atchaveram, which Hands five miles inland 
of Devicotah.

Captain Jofeph Smith, on this intelligence, detached two compa­
nies of Sepoys, under the command of ferjeant Sommers, on whofe 
approach the French Sepoys at Atchaveram were reinforced by ano­
ther company froth the pagoda of Chilambarum, with which they 
marched out, and met Sommers’s detachment on the plain, who 
routed them completely, taking five Hand of their colours, with four 
o f their officers, and, befide the Sepoys who were killed, many were 
drowned in the hurry o f  crofting the Coleroon. Immediately after 
this encounter, Sommers proceeded, took pofteffion o f Devicotah,' 
and began to repair the breaches.

The new'S of the viftory at Vandivafh reached Tritchinopoly on 
the 30th of Jahuary, and cleared at once the cloud o f defpondency. 
which had overwhelmed the Nabob ever fince he left Madrafs to 
proceed thither. He'pitched his tent, difplayed his great flaadard, ' 
and declared his intention of returning into the Carnatic; but 
waited until the French' troops fhould b e ' removed from Sefing- 
ham ; and his wifh was fbon gratified; for Mr. L a lly ,'o n  his 
arrival at Pondicheirv, difpatched a fecond order, under the fc- 
vereft penalties of difobedience, for all the troops between Vol- 
coiidah and Tritchinopoly to join his army without delay.  ̂ They 
hoped to conceal their retreat from the ganifon of Tritchino­
poly, and made the preparations With all fecrecy ; but l'ome of 
thfe Malabars employed by them were'natives of this part o f 
•the country, who, folicitous to (ecu re pardon, if  not favour, 
wkli the change o f  government, gave immediate and confhnt intel­
ligence to Captain Jofeph Smith, who made ready to take Inch ad­
vantages as uiually occur, when troops retreating are' purified. T h e

V.o l . .IT, 4- H  whole.



i j6o. whole body o f the French troops were 450 Europeans and CoffreeS,
FcbjSaT’ an<̂  1200 Sepoys; o f which 150, with the commiflary, were in the

....... } " pagoda o f Jumbakiflha. The retreat was appointed at nine at night,
on the 6 th o f February; o f which previous intelligence was brought 
to Captain Smith ; and almoft the whole garrifon o f Tritchinopoly 
were on the bank o f the Caveri,. oppofite to the pagoda o f Se- 
ringham, ready to move as foon as the enemy. The notices were •
punctual; and the fir ft divifion o f  the Englifh troops entered the
Ibuth gate of the pagoda as the laft of the French were going out o f 
the oppofite: the reft o f the Englifh troops marched round tire 
pagoda to the weft. W hen all were united on the north fide, they 
advanced to the bank o f the Coleroon, and, when nearly oppofite to. 
Pitchandah, heard the found, and thought they faw the motion o f a 
line of men marching acrofs them to pafs the river. Captain R. Smith, 
who led the the troops of the garrifon, formed in order to receive or at­
tack the ftrangers ; but Captain Jofeph coming up bid him not fire, 
becaufe he had ordered the troops o f the polygar Tondiman, which had 
for fome time attended the garrifon, to advance between the pagodas 
o f Seriugham and Jumbakiflha, and what troops they now delcried 
might as probably be them, as a part o f the enemy; who they really 
were, being thofe moving from Jumbakiflha to join their main body; 
they were foon after afcertained by a black fervant o f R . Smith’s,

- who had ftraggled into their line, and talking, was anfwered in 
French. On which the Englifh troops immediately proceeded, and 
began, to enter the bed o f the Coleroon, as the enemy were leav­
ing the farther bank, who in their hurry flung away fifty barrels 
o f  gunpowder, which were recovered ; and they deftroyed a 
tumbril o f  gun-ammunition at Pitchandah. But their line never 
flopped until they got to Utatore. T h e Nabob’s horfe followed, 
hanging in their rear, and continually picked up a deferter o<* a 
prifoner, in all 30 Europeans, or fomething belonging to their 
equipages and ftores; but the infantry, black and white, halted C 'c ~ 
miaveram until the horfe returned, which was the next day • when a 
detachment o f  1000 Sepoys, and 50 Europeans, with two guns and a 
•aoliorn, and part o f  the Nabob s horfe, marched under the com—

2 ' mand
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' " mand of lieutenant Horne, againft Totcum and Certainm': at the fame 1 760. 
.time, all the other troops returned from Sarnia veram to Tritchinopoly ; 
and, befides what had been gathered in the road, brought in two excel- - 
lent eighteen-pounders, which the enemy had left in the pagoda of 
Se ring'll am. The Nabob, felicitous to make his new appear­
ance in the Carnatic with as much figure as polhble, requeued Jo- 
feph Smith to go, and alk 500 horfe of the king of Tanjore. The 
king was ill, and with difficulty admitted the vifit, but promifed 
every thing, and referred the adjuftment to his Dubbeer, or minifter, 
which, amongft the Indians, is equivalent to the Duan of the Ma- 

• homedan princes. The Dubbeer, notwithftanding the late fucceffes 
of the Engliffi arms, infilled, that the Nabob fhould furnilh the 
pay and expences, which he knew would not be complied with ; and 
Captain Smith returned, as he had expected, without obtaining a 
fingle horfieman. In the mean time, Haflan A lly  had abandoned 
Totcum , on the appearance of lieutenant Horne’ s detachment, but 
went away with the garrifon, which were 4.00 Sepoys, to reinforce 
Cortalum. Lieutenant Horne followed him ; and here the enemy 
made a hand for three days, until a battery was raifed, when. they 
all went off in the night, leaving a gun and feme ammunition in 
the fort. Some Sepoys were left in both, and the reft of the de-. 
tachment returned to the c ity ; where the Nabob was making, with 
accuftomed tedioufnefs, the preparations for his departure.

T h e ravages which had been committed by the Englilh cavalry, 
in the diftri&s around Pondicherry, brought forth a part o f the 
French troops from Valdoor; but not before the cavalry were gone 
off with their plunder. T h e French detachment, feeing nothing 
to oppofe them, advanced within 20 miles of Carangoly ; which, 
on intelligence of their approach, the Prefidency reinforced 
with 40 Europeans. Captain Prefton had already been fent to 
command there; and on the 6th of February Colonel Coote had 

500 black horfe, and 20 huflars, from the fiege o f Arcot, 
with orders, if  Prefton ffiould think proper, to lead them againft t he 
enemy’s detachment, who, gaining intelligence o f their march be­
fore they had reached Carangoly, retreated fa ll; and on the 8th, 27 
huffars with their horfes deferted and came to Vandivalh, where

4 H 2 they



they were enlifted in the Englifli fervice. Mr. L ally, on hear- 
ing  t!iat Kis detachment was retreating, and that Arcot was 
preffed, took a iudden refolution o f marching with all the reft 
o f the cavalry, in order, as he gave out, either to throw reinforce­
ments into Arcot, or to retake Chittapett by furprize, and releafe 
the wounded prifoners there ; but the cavalry, when drawn out, 
mutinied, refufed to proceed with him, and all went out of* the 
bounds, as i f  they intended to go over-to the Englifli garrifons ; their 
officers however brought them back ; but fuch was the general dis­
content for want of pay, that fcveral o f the common foldiers were 
overheard, in the night o f the n t h ,  propoling among themlelves to 
turn the guns in the ramparts againft the government.houfe, as the 
only means o f bringing Mr. L ally  to reafon. He immediately re­
presented the depofltions o f the witnefies to Mr. De Leyrit and the 
Council, wllo, having no money in the public treafury, propofed ex­
pedients, which M l1. L ally  did not approve. A ll the country in the 
rear of Vandivafli and Chittapett, quite up to Pondicherry, had 
been let for five years to two o f the European inhabitants o f the co­
lony, at the rent o f 1,450,000 rupees a year : they were applied to 
in -this exigency, and anfwered, that they had no money, having 
been difappointed o f much they expedted by the lofs o f Van­
divafli and Chittapett; on which the Malabar, to whom Mr. L ally 
had rented the diftridts round Arcot, whilft they remained under 
his authority, offered to advance 50,000 rupees in ten days, and 
80,000 in twenty more, i f  what remained o f the diftridfs let to 
the two Europeans were leafed out to him, with the addition o f 
all the country to the fouth o f Pondicherry, as far as Chillambarum 
and the bank? of the Colemon. His propofal was accepted ; but 
the prelent affiftance he fupplied could not ferve long, and the fu­
ture depended on the protedfion o f the countries : they were farmed 
to him at 1,750,000 rupees a year.

T his arrangement was not approved by the council, be-aufe thej 
doubted o f the credit and integrity o f the Malabars ; and, perhaps, 
becaufo it was a luperccffion o f their own authority in the admini- 
ftration of the revenues. Immediately after, arrived intelligence of

the
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lofs o f Arcot, which with that o f Chittapett gave new fcope to i j6o. 
the imputations again# Mr. Lally. It was faid, that he himfelf had — ' 
declared, the one incapable of holding out four days, the other not ’ cbri'" : ‘ 
more than five. W hy then leave in them 400 Europeans, fo much 
wanted in his own army, to fall a certain prey to the Englifli ? But 

' this condubt, as his retreat to Pondicherry, was not void of juftin- 
cation ; for, had he withdrawn thefe garrifons, the Englilh army, , 
having nothing to apprehend in their rear, might have immediately 
followed him to Gingee,and from thence to the adjacencies of Pondi­
cherry, when the produce of the country, lb neceflary to {tore Pon- 
dichery, would have fallen under the power of the enemy, whom the 
neceffity of reducing Chittapett and Arcot had turned another way ; . 
and, befides the time they muft employ again# thefe forts, other 
delays might concur to keep them ftill longer at a didance.

The Englifh army, after the reduction of Arcot, encamped with­
out tire town, towards \ elore. # he Kelhdar Mortizally trembled 
for his fo rt; and having been very complacent to the Englilh, fince 
the xhehch had been repulfed from before Madrals, he now intreated 
the Prefitlency to lpare the attack, and lent I  prefent of 30,000 
rupees to Colonel Coote; who refilled it, fignifying, that he was 
not empowered, either by the Nabob or the Prefidency of Madrals, 
to levy tributes. The Kellidar replied, that it was intended as a 
homage to himfelf, a great commander, according to the cuftom of 
the country; on which the money was accepted, and appropriated 
to the general dock o f prize-money for the army.

The army had not reftored its equipments Sufficiently to move 
from the neighbourhood of Arcot until the 20th of February, and 
even then left behind two eighteen-pounders and a ten-inch howitz, 
which were not repaired. They halted this day at Timery, and 
500 Sepoys, with 100 black horfe, were difpatched with Captain 
Stephen Smith again# Trinomaly. The next day the army en- 
camped under Am i. The Kellidar of this fort, which is con- 
fiderabie, and a fief belonging to the king o f Tanjore, had CQndu%d 
himfelf with' 1b much hofpitality to both Tides, that neither the 
French nor the Nabob conlidered him as an enemy* On the 22d 

2 they
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tney arrived at Chittapett, when intelligence was received from 
1 I- e E l ary! Stephen Smith, that lie had got pofleflion o f the pettah o f Tri- 

nom aly; but that the troops in the fort feemed refolvecl to hold 
out. T h e pettah could not be maintained without the fort; and the 
pofleflion o f the fort was at this juncture o f much confequence, as its 
detachments might harrafs and interrupt convoys o f provifions^- 
coming trom the country in the rear o f the army, when advanced 
to the fouthward. Colonel Coote therefore reinforced Stephen Smith 
with two twelve-pounders, and 50 Europeans, who were French 

.deferters, lately incorporated into a company under the command 
o f one o f their own ferjeants; they were called the French Volun- 
teeis, and were intended to be employed on hazardous le rvices; but 
tins did not piove on e; for, although the guns could not breach, 
the garrjfon offered on the 29th to give up the fort, i f  they were 
permitted to march out free whither they pleated, with their arms 
apd baggage ; their terras were accepted : they were 250 Sepoys, 
and left iix pieces o f cannon, and a contiderable quasitifv o f ammu­
nition, in the fort.^ O f  the Englith detachment, one o f the volun­
teers and a Lalcar were killed, and a Sepoy wounded, during the 

• attack.

On the 23d, Rear-Admiral Cornith arrived at Madrafs, with fix 
thips o f the line. T h ey were the fquadron which had failed under 
his command from England, and met Mr. Pococke, with his thips, 
off Pondicherry in October, whom they accompanied to Tellicherry: 
from whence they lailed again for the coatl ot Coromandel on the 
1 ?th o f December, whilft Mr. Pococke, with his own, was proceed­
ing to Bombay. Contrary winds and currents had retarded their paf- 
f'ages from one coatl to the other. T h e crews had received very 
little refrelhment from land ever fimee they left England about this 
time in the preceding year, and many were down with the feurvy.

The army marched from Chittapett on the 26th, {hiking acrofs 
the country to the s. E. On the 29th in the forenoon thyy arrived 
and halted at Tondivanum, a town c?f much refort, at which meet 
the high roads leading from Chittapett, Vaftdivalh, Outramalore, 
and Carangoly, towards Pondicherry, from which place it is 30

miles
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miles didant to the n . e . In the other dire&ion of the country, 1760. 
it ftands nearly midway between Gingee and Alamparvah on the 
fea-fhore; and on its left, five miles towards Alamparvah, is a forti- <- )ua,y* 
fled rock, called Permacoil. The wars between the two nations 
having never before brought any decifion before this place, it had 
hitherto remained neglefted by both : But as foon as the French 
army fell back towards Pondicherry, Permacoil became of impor­
tance to the prote&ion o f the intermediate didridts ; and Mr. Lally, 
immediately after the defeat of Vandivafh, had prevailed on the 
Kelladar to admit a party, with lome cannon, into his fort; but the. 
eafy redu&ion of Chittapett and Arcot made the Kelladar repent of 
his hady compliance ; and, as loon as the Englilh army‘were return­
ing from Arcot to the fouthward, he wrote to Colonel Coote, pre­
tending, that the French party had got into his fort by furprize, ad- 
vifed him to attack it, and promifed all the aflidance in his power ; 
and Colonel Coote refolved to try the fvneefity o f his profeffions. *

In this intention, he fet off before the army in the laft march to 
Tondivanum, with mod; of the cavalry and two companies of Sepoys, 
and arriving there., before day-break went on to reconnoitre Per­
macoil. Befides the fortified rock, lie others o f lels height before 
and behind i t ; the -direction in length of the whole plot is 1200 
yards, and extends from the n . e . to the s .w .: the s.w. end of the rocks 
lay neared toTondivanum; but Colonel Coote, having no guide, fol­
lowed the bed ground, which brought him to the norths aft end, 
oppofite to tire northern face of the pettah, which lies under the 
wedern fide o f the rock of Permacoil, and extends beyond it under 
part o f the other rocks to the north. W hen near, the troops were 
fired upon by cannon from the neared tower on the rock, and by 
field-pieces and muiketry from the walls o f the pettah below. Soon 
after came a man, commiffioned by the Kellidir, who informed Co­
lonel Coote, that the French in the fort were 50 Europeans, 30 Cofi- 
frees, and 50 Sepoys ; that they had got forne guns up the rock ; hut : 
that four large pieces o f cannon, which arrived the day before, were 
dill remaining in the pettah below ; and offered to conduct t cm to 
the gate; for, although the pettah was under the.main rocks, the
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1760. plain on-all Tides round the walls was encumbered with large frag-
F^TiaT- ineilts» which might afford ihelter to the approach. Colonel Coote

' '  immediately followed the guide with the Sepoys, ordering the horfe 
to form, and keep on the left, under cover o f the main rocks to 
the n . E.

The rock on which the fort of Permacoil hands does not extend, even 
at its bafe, more than 500 yards in length. In breadth, it is at the 
northern end about 400 yards, at the fouthern not more than 200 : its 
height is like wife various, being at the narrow end 300 perpendicular 
feet, and diminifhing by Hopes and declivities to 200 at the other. O f  
thcfe differences in the height, there is one more particularly marked, 
which crofles in a natural zig-zag o f two re-entering angles, about 
the middle o f the mountain, and all the ground to the eaflward 
behind this ridge is 50 feet higher than the other part before it to 
tne well ward. This eaflern part is the upper, and the only real - 
fort ; being inclofed and fortified with high Hone walls and towers 
Hrongly built. The otherinclofure, although called the lower tort, 
is only furrounded with a wall o f loofe Hones, and was principally 
iiitended hor the immediate refuge o f the cattle and inhabitants on 
Hidden alarm. The rock falls every where fo Heep, that the area of 
the fortified fur face above is equal to half the bafe below. T he ad­
jacent rocks before and behind ate not high enough to carry any de­
triment to its fortifications.

Colonel Coote with the sepoys, led by the guide, took poH behind 
feme rocks oppolite to the gate-way in the north face o f the pettah, 
w hich Hands nearly in the middle o f the rampart. T w o large pieces 
o f cannon, mounted on field-carriages, were Handing at the entrance 
o f the gate-way, which was in the left fide o f its projection ; and fome 
CotTrees and Europeans, witli two field-pieces, were on the tower 
juH behind to protect them. This guard, knowing that the cavalry 
in the rear could not act on the ground where the Sepoys were 
ventured to E lly. Colonel Coote ordered Enfign Carty to meet them] 
with one o f the companies o f Sepoys ; which turned out with great 
alacrity, gave their firij, and advanced to the bayonet. The French 
party, Hartled by their refolution, ran back, and were followed fo

clofe
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-clofe by Carty’s company, and they by Colonel Coote with the; t 760. 
other, that the fugitives made no hand at the gateway, but con-  ̂
tinued their flight, ftill purfued, through the pettah, to the iootoi 
the rock at the farther end, where fteps were cut winding up to the 
upper fort, by which they efcaped into i t ; but Colonel O ’Kennedy, 
the commander, who was at the fteps, and lame with old wounds, 
had very nearly been taken. Here were lying two twenty-four 
pounders, of which the garrifon had burnt the carriages, becaule 
there was no path to draw, and no means to raife them, into the 
fort. As foon as the pettah was cleared of the enemy's guards, Co­
lonel Coote pofted the Sepoys in the’ beft fhelter the houfes afforded 
againft the fire of the cannon in the upper fort, and the muikp- 
try from the lower, which recommenced immediately, and conti­
nued through the day. The horfe were diftributed, lome under the 
walls of the pettah, ready to difmount and afiift, if  any defeent 
Ihould be made ; and the reft in different guards round the hills. In 
the evening came up fix companies of Sepoys, with the French V o­
lunteers, and an eight-inch howitz, from I ondivanum : the enemy 
continued their fire through the night, and fmall parties came down 
the fide of the rocks, who threw grenades, and fired mufketry, by 
which a Sepoy was killed, and nine, with three Europeans, wound­
ed before the rripruing; no lofs had been fuftained in the day. A ll 
the return was from the howitz, which did no damage in cither of

the forts,
Before morning pioneers and tools arrived, and fufficient "cover 

for the whole was formed with earth thrown up and houfes broken 
down ; during which feme were employed in railing and fixing the 
two pieces of cannon, one after the other, to tranlporting carriages, 
in order to cany them off, which was not executed without diffi­
culty and time; during which, the enemy fired down grenades and 
mufketry, but did no mifehief.

In the afternoon Colonel Coote fumn.oned O ’Kennedy, who lent 
down one of his men to receive the letter, and aniwered it with a 
temperate negative; on which Colonel Coote reiolved to furpri/.e 
the lower fort. T w o  guides belonging to the Kellidar offered to 
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ij€<sf ffiew the path leading up the north fide o f theffiill, which being ex- 
tremely rugged and difficult, was not likely to be fufpe&ed : they 
proceeded with two companies o f Sepoys at eight at n ig h t; at the 
fame time a platoon of Coote’s grenadiers, with another company o f 
Sepoys, went up the fteps leading from the pettah to the back o f the 
upper fort, and made a falfe attack to divert the enemy from thp 
real, which were forty minutes in gaining the fiummit, when the 
foremoft got over the wall before they were dilcovered. The 
enemy’s guards confifted chiefly o f Sepoys, and all o f them aftonifh- 
ed by the firft fire ran away from their different ftations, and re­
gained the upper fort, where Colonel O ’Kennedy, ignorant o f the 
numbers which had got into the lower, and perplexed by the falfe 
attack, would not riique a fally which might have recovered the 
i d s ; but kept up a hot fire upon them by guefs from the defences, 
along the ridge which feparates the upper from the lower fo rt; hut 
with no effett, for the choultries and rocks rifling every where af­
forded fhclter. T h e guides, as foon as the party was eftablifre.d,. 
came down with information o f their fuccefs to Colonel Coote, who 
was waiting at the foot o f the path, with the pioneer company, and 
the Volunteers o f France, provided with ladders, gabions, and faf- 
cines, and immediately proceeded with them up the h ill ; where as 
foon as they had joined the party above, the whole proceeded acrols 
the lower fort, to efcahide the fortifications along the ridge, not- 
withftanding the garriOn was prepared to receive them. T h e ridge 
might be afeended without clambering. T he grenadiers carried the 
ladders; the reft followed'* ready to mount, and in the mean time 
fired up againft the parapet; from which the fire inftantly became 
exceffively hot. T h e ladders that were firft applied proved too 
jfhort; it was ftppofed they would anfwer better in other parts, to 
which they were removed, and tried with as little fuccefs. N ever- 
thelefs the conteft continued half an hour; and the Sepoys behaved 
with as much eager nefs as ihe Europeans, but many dropping or 
ylifiiblcd, C olonel Coote ordered the allault to ceafe. U c  received a 
wound in the knee ; his aid de camp, Captain Adams, was foot 
through the hip ; a ferjeant o f the pioneers, one o f the French V o­

lunteers,
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V'T i '^uriteers, and feven Sepoys, were killed; x6 Europeans and 25 Se- 1760. 
poys were wounded . in the falfe attack on the upper fort, two 
Sepoys were wounded, and Enfign Blakeney was killed. The next 
day, which was the 3d of the month, the fire o f-the fort dmai- 
nilhed coufiderably, as it was fuppofed, and rightly, from fcarcity 
of ammunition. At noon, a letter came from Colonel O’Kennedy, 
requefting a ceflation of 24 hours, to obtain Mr. Lally’s orders con­
cerning the furrender: this was refuted, and foon after he lent ano­
ther letter requiting the honours o f war, which were likewife de­
nied. Several Europeans and Sepoys were killed and wounded 
through the day and night. Before noon of the next day, which 
was the fifth of the attack, a brafs fix-pounder was got up the hill 
with much difficulty by Captain Barker. There were two choultries 
in the lower fort, handing 100 yards from the ridge and ram­
part, which divide it from the upper: one of thefe choultries was 
near the wall which runs along the edge of the rock on the fide 
over the pettah ; and in this choultry the field-piece was planted; 
the other was a few yards on the left, which ffieltered thofe 
whom it was not neceffary to expofe. The .defences in the up­
per fort immediately oppofite to the choultries lay in a large re-en­
tering angle, at the two extremities o f which was a round tower, 
one on the edge of the rock overlooking the pettah, the other about 
the middle o f the ridge, which from hence falls back in another zig­
zag out of fight o f the choultries. The gate leading into the upper fort 
was on the left of the tower in the middle of the ridge. The field - 
piece managed by Captain Barker battered, firing upwards out of the 
choultry, againfl the gate and the parapet of the tower, both which 
were ruined before n igh t; but the garrifon had heaped eaith at the 
back of the gate, which continued to flop the entrance. Many of 
thofe expofed in this lervice fuffered. New filing-ladders had been 
provided; and the next morning, as the troops were preparing to ad­
vance with them, the garrifon beat the chamade, and furrendered 
at diferetion. T hey were fifteen European gunners choien men,

Coffrees, and 10c Sepoys; only one of each had been kiUec.
There were in the fort 20 pieces of cannon, but not ammunition
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Ttybd. either for them or the mulketry fufficient to have flood the affault, 

Mar-lT* nor îa<̂  t^e garrifbn two days provifion left. The total lofs and ca- 
fualties o f the Englifh, through the attack, were four Europeans 
killed, and 15 wounded, o f the Sepoys 40 and 70 ; thefe troops had 
never behaved fo w e ll; o f their killed, one was the Subadhar, equi­
valent to the Captain o f a company, and two were Jemidars, th" 
next rank o f officers. T h e gallantry o f Bulwanfing, who was the 
fenior o f the whole body in camp, was rewarded with a gold medal.
The Kellidar, for his fervices, was continued in the fort, in which 
were left a company o f Sepoys, with 12 Europeans and a lieutenant.
A large detachment o f the French army had advanced as far as Ma- 
nour, within feven miles o f Permacoil, and were in motion to throw 
in a conliderable reinforcement o f men and flores, at the very hour 
they heard o f the arrival o f the Englifh army at Tondivanum, on 
which they retreated towards Pondicherry.

On the 7th, Colonel Coote went from the camp at Tondivanum, 
with the cavalry, black as well as Europeans, and fix companies o f 
Sepoys, to difeover near the bounds o f Pondicherry. T h e dillance 
to the bound-hedge was 20 miles ; and the Sepoys, after marching 
ten, wanted reft, and were left in the village o f Trichimungalum.

T he French troops which had been detached to the relief o f Per- 
macoil, had, on their retreat, encamped four miles to the weft o f  
the town, and three from the bound-hedge. A  large collection o f 
fand-hills, o f which the whole together is called the Red-hill, riles 
about half a mile from the lea-fhore, and a mile and half to the north 
o f the town : they extend four miles to the weftward, and the lafl hill, 
where they ceafe on this fide, is called Perimbe : acrofs from north 
to fouth they extend two miles, and have paffahle dales, between: 
directly oppolite to the fide o f Perimbe, Hands the Fort of Villenore, 
a ftrong out-pofl, lituated near the north bank o f the river o f Arian- 
copang, which falls into the fea about 500 yards from the wall o f Pon­
dicherry, and in its courfe from Villenore forms a curve to the Ibuth.
The Red-hill, on the other fide the plain, recedes to the n . e . from 
Perimbe to its end towards the fea. So that the interval between 
Villenore and Perimbe is the narrowefi paid o f the plain between

the
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tne river r.nd the Red-hill, being- here fcarcely more than a mile, 1760. 
whereas farther back it is three. The plain.as far as the bound- 
hedge was occupied by country houfes, enclofures, avenues, and 
arable ground. The market of the French troops was in the village 
under Villenore. Temporary barracks for the European cavalry had 
been raifed on the hill o f Perimbe. Their foot and artillery were 
difperfed in the houfes and enclofures which occupied the fpace 
between.

Colonel Coote proceeded with the cavalry from Trichimungalum, 
not in the high road which pafieth by Valdore, but acrofs the coun­
try to the left, and came in about the middle o f the Red-hill, and 
palling through its dales appeared on the outward ridge between Pe­
rimbe and the bound-hedge. The enemy had gained notice o f his 
approach, but not of the force which accompanied him ; and, ima­
gining that it confided of foot as well as horfe, fufpe&ed likewife that 
the main body of both might be marching to get between them and 
the bound-hedge, and impede their retreat into the limits.. In this 
perfuafion, all their infantry got into march with much hurry and 
confulion, to gain the avenue neared: the Red-hill, which, as well 
as another on its right, leads to. the bound-hedge: they moved w ith 
all their field-pieces in front, to oppofe the fuppofed danger, which - 
i f  real would have been the greated: but the European horfe, which 
were 250 in three fquadrons, remained on the hill o f Perimbe to ob- 
ferve and protect their rear. Colonel Coote fufpe&ed the error,which 
occafioned the diforder he obferved in the infantry, and as fad as 
his troops came up ordered the European horfe, which were 
only 80, with three fquadrons of the black, to advance, and keep 
the enemy’s cavalry in check, w bild he himfelf, with the main- 
body, eroded over to the avenue, in which the lad of their infantry 
were entering; iii whole rear lie hung, having thus feparated them, 
from their cavalry, who, feeing their danger, retreated before the 
divifion advancing againd them, to gain the other fide of the. ave­
nue on the right o f their infantry, whofe flanks were already pro­
tected from the cavalry with Colonel Coote by the ditch on each 
fide,. Colonel Coote following the infantry,, often advanced within;

I 40:



1 760. 40 yards, to draw their fire; but the grenadiers of Lorrain, who
formed the rear-guard, referved it with much difcipline. At length, 
however, the foremoft troop o f horfe, led by Afl’afbeg, a Jemld?.. 
o f great lpirit, broke in upon a platoon, and cut down feven of them ; 
but the next troop drew up their bridles, and were afraid to follow 
the impreflion, which othenvife promifed to break the whole c? 
lumn, which recovered, and continued its way as before, until they 
had palled the bound-hedge, under the redoubt o f Valdore, which 
terminates the avenue along which they were marching, when the 
fire o f the redoubt was left free, and Colonel Coote Hopped the 
purfuit. In the mean while, the other divifion under the *com- 
mand o f Captain De Buke, had croflcd over to the village o f Vil- 
lenore, and routed the market-people there without refinance, and 
the black horfe with him, joined by more from the main body, 
collefred all worth the while they could carry off, and drove before 
them all the cattle. T h e whole aflembled again on the hill o f Pe- 
riffibe, w here they fet fire to the barracks, and the carriage o f an 
eighteen-pounder, for want o f proper bullocks to draw it off. In the 
afternoon, the whole returned toTritchimungalum, intendi u* to reft 
the night there ; but a corporal o f the dragoons deferting, they re­
moved five miles farther hack to M anoor; from hence Colonel Coote 
feat orders to Major Monlon, to march the army from Tondivanum 
again!! Alamparvah.

T h e next day he moved him felf to Taliaverain, which is five mile6 
from Manoor to the n. e. on the road towards Permacoil; but few 
o f  the black horfe accompanied him ; they were all difperfed to fe- 
cure or fell the plunder they had got the day before. T hey, how­
ever, came hack on the 9th, and he proceeded with them from T a- 
liaveram again to the bound-hedge o f Pondicherry, and obferved very 
nearly, without annoyance. On his return, he went to Conymere, 
where he met Mr. Bully by appointment, who had been recalled on 
Lis parole to Madrafs, in order to be font to Europe, in .compliance 
with the earneft importunity o f  the Nabob, who regarded him 
as fraught with more dangerous refources than all his other ene­
mies, and faid that i f  he became free, and commanded, he would 
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protract the war ten years. On the ioth Colonel Coote came to 1760. 
Alamparvah, which the army had invefted the day before but the !*tm— * 
wound he had received at Permacoil was fo much exafperated by 1 iarUl* 
his lat̂ , fatigue, that he could not any longer ftir without danger, 
he therefore ordered Colonel Monfon to carry on the fiege of Alam- 
oarvah, but hill continued in the camp.

The fort of Alamparvah ftands on the fca-fhore, about 20 miles 
E. N. e . of Tondivanum, 15 E. of Permacoil, and 24 to the N. of 
Pondicherry. It formerly belonged to the Nabobs of the province; 
and was given to Mr. Dupleix by Murzafajing in 1750. It has 
many wells of good water, which is not to be found in all parts 
of the coaft fo near the fea. The fort was of hone, fquare, of mo­
derate extent, with four round towers at the angles, a parapeted 
fauflebray, and a wet ditch, but without a glacis. A pettah ex­
tends along the ftrand to the north, and fronts within 250 yards of 
the fort. An eight-inch howitz bombarded; and a ricochet bat­
tery of two guns, to enfilade the north front from the weft, was 
began in the night, and finilhed before morning ; during which, a 
ferjeant of pioneers and a Sepoy were killed. In the enfuing night, 
another battery of three eighteen-pounders was finished in the pet­
tah, to batter the tower in the weft angle of the north face; and 
the lofs during thefe 24 hours, was Lieutenant Angus, o f Coote’s 
regiment, and a grenadier killed. Both batteries opened together at 
day-light on the 12th, and in three hours difmounted moft of the 
guns, and ruined the whole line of defence ; and in the afternoon 
the Chevalier Viart, who commanded, flu-rendered at diferetiou.
The garrifon, befides himlelf, a Lieutenant, and a furgeob, were 
50 Europeans, and 150 Sepoys. During the attack, three of 
their Europeans had been killed, and twelve wounded. There were 
in the fort 20 pieces of cannon, a howitz, and abundance of am­
munition.

The feafon was now advancing, when the French iqu.ukon might 
be expected from the illands. The lofs of Alamparvah deprived them 
of the only ftation under their command to the northward, and Ka- 
rical remained the only one they had to the fouthward of Pondi­

cherry ;,
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ch erry; but the importance of Karical rofe with the feafon, and the 
•— •/— 1 cncnsafing diftrefles o f the capital; for becoming, with the change
Aja" lU o f  the monfoon, the windward flat ion, all their veflels arriving 01 

the coaft might get their firft intelligence here, and, i f  the road 
were not occupied by a luperior force, were always fure o f water, 
and frefh provisions from the fort, which the foreign fettlements o f 
Negapatam and Tranquehar might, or might not fupply. T h e  . 
grain o f the diftricts, which was confiderable, was gathered, and, 
with what might be purchafed in the plentiful country o f Tanjore, 
would become a great refource to Pondicherry, continually lofing its 
own diftricts by the fuccefles o f the army ; for it might be con­
veyed from Karical in the boats o f the country, which, favoured by 
the wind and current, would almoft make the paflage in a night, 
and with little rifque, even i f  difeovered and purfued, as they can 
keep dole to the furf, in fhallow foundings, and along the fhore 
fwell o f  the fca, where veflels o f European conftrudion feldom 
chufe to venture. The French government already repented o f the 
k>fs o f fuch another pofleflion in Devicotah, although not com- 
manding equal advantages; and had made a ftroiig attempt to re­
cover it. On the 24th o f February, a detachment from. Chilam- 
brum o f 30 troopers, 40 European infantry, and 400 Sepoys, with 
two field-pieces, inverted the fort. On the 27th, they were joined 
by 80 Europeans andCoffrees from Pondicherry, when the whole in­
trenched themfelves within 200 yards o f the walls. T he breaches 
which their garrifbn had made when they abandoned it, were not 
completely repaired; and on the 29th in tire morning, the enemy made 
an aflault on that which was moft practicable ; the fire lafted an hour, 
when thev were repulfed, with the lofs, as the ferjeant fuppofed, o f 
two officers, and 20 o f their Europeans and Coffirees, and more of 
their Scpovs killed and wounded. They, however, during their flay, 
and on their retreat, font and carried away a confiderable quantity of 
grain, which had jurt been get up from the harveftof the diftridts.

T h e Prefidency o f Madrals now became anxious to get pofleflion 
o f Karical, before the French fquadron fhould arrive on the coart; 
hut as it was intended that the army fhould as loon as porta­

ble
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bie encamp near Pondicherry, in order to intercept all convoys of 1760. 
provifions from the adjacent country, a body of troops fufficient for *Ma'rch ' 

attack of Karical could not be fpared from the camp, without 
fruftrating the other intention. Admiral Cornifh contributed to al­
leviate part of the difficulty, by offering to proceed with all the 
men of war which had arrived with him, and to land their marines, 
which were about 300 ; the Prelidency provided for the reft. All the 
artillery and ftores for the fiege, with the Chief Engineer, Mr. Call, 
and a few gunners, were to be fent in the (hips from Madrafs. Co­
lonel Monfon, who was to command, was to embark from Alam- 
parvah, with the company of pioneers, which confifted of 5a choice 
Europeans, and with Captain Barker to direct the artillery. Captain 
Jofeph Smith, who was efcorting the Nabob from Tritchinopoly, 
was ordered to reinforce his detachment from this garrifon to the 
ftrength of 1000 Sepoys. 100 European firelocks, 40 artillery-men, 
and fix field-pieces; with this force, he was to march away from 
wherever he might be, with all expedition ; and either inveft or lay 
before K arical, as circumftaiices permitted, until the arrival o f the 
thins. Captain Richard Smith, appointed to command in Tritchi- 
nopoly after the departure of Jofeph, was to fend from thence, 
through the country of Tanjore, Lafcars for the fervice o f the artil ­
lery, 500 Coolies to pull and carry burthens, tents, doolies for the 
fick and wounded, and cattle for provifions to the fquadron as well 
.as the troops on fhore. The king o f Tanjore was requefted to fend 
his troops, and every kind of afliftance.

T h e Nabob, notwithstanding his eagernefs to appear at the head 
o f an army in the Carnatic immediately after the viftory o f Yatidi- 
vafh, was not ready to move from Tritchinopoly until the 18th of 
March, 40 days after he had received intelligence of that 'fuccefs, 
and a mouth after the French had abandonee: tire pagodas of Sering- 
ham. Befides the detachment from the garrifon of Tritchinopoly, 
he was accompanied by 1000 ho, fc, 1000 Sepoys, and# a greater 
number of various forts of good-for-nothing infantry, eufertaimd bv 
himfelf. T hey arrived at Volccr. lab on the 20th, from whence he 
was felicitous to proceed toward.- Arc o f; hut Captain Joleph Smith,
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j-6 o . in conformity to the orders o f the prefidency, wifhed to lead him 
towards Pondicherry. This difference of opinion kept them fome 

March- days at Voicondah, and as a reconciliation, by which fome femic.
might be obtained from the Nabob’s troops, Captain Smith confented 
to march againft Thiagar, which would bring them nearer Arcot, 
without being removed farther from Pondicheny. But the pieli- 
dencv, at the fame time that they lent orders to Captain Smith to 
march away with his detachment to Karical, enjoined the N a­
bob to keep with his own troops in the country to the s. o f 
Gingee, between Voicondah and Chillambarum, and to employ 
them in reducing thefe diftrids, and efpecially in preventing any 
fupplies o f provifions from being conveyed out o f them to 1 ondi- 
cherrv, from whence he would have nothing to fear, as the .Englifh 
army would be advanced and lying between.

The number o f manned Maffoolas at Madrafs, which are the only 
boats that can ply the furf, ŵ ere not fufficient to carry off the 
ammunition and l'lores intended for the fiege as faffc as the men of 
war could have taken them in ; and during this delay, the h ilmouth 
o f 60 guns was Cent forward to take in Major Monfon s pa-'t} — 
Alamparvah, whjlft the other fliips were lading at M adrafs: and on 
the 15th Colonel Coote, continuing much difordered with his wound, 
came in from the camp to adjufl with the Prefidency the prize- 
money accruing to the army from their late fuccefles.

T h e  Falmouth, handing into the road o f Alamparvah on the 16th 
in the morning, discovered a fhip at anchor clofe in fhore, about 
t vo leagues to' the northward o f Pondicherry, and bore down to 
her with an eafy fail, under French colours ; but the ftranger cut 
j^ r cable, and ran afhore into' the furf, which being boifterous, 
C  immediately bilged, and all but three o f the crew got afhore. 
M hr boats o f the Falmouth, finding it impoffible to get the fhip off, 
k t  fire to her. She was the Harlem, which had been difpatched by 
M  - Moracin from Ganjam to Mergui in the month o f June, and 
v, :,, reluming with rice and other provilions for Pondicherry, and 
haa likewife tutenague and other merchandize on board, none o f

which
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. which could be recovered; but the lofs of the provificns was, by far 1760. 
the greateft detriment to the enemy.

Major Monfon, with the pioneers and their equipments, embarked 
in the Falmouth from Alamparvah on the 25th ; they anchored in 
the road of Karical at day-break on the 28th, when tire Captain of 
the Falmouth, Mathifon, went in his boat with Major Monioh to 
reconnoitre the Ihore. They difcovered no iigtis, either of the peo­
ple expended from Richard Smith at Tritchinopoly, or the detach- 
ment with Captain Jofeph ; whofe inftructions had not reached them 
in time to be as yet fulfilled. At eight o’clock, the fquadron, which 
had likewife failed from Madrafs on the 25th, appeared. Major 
Monfon went on board Mr. Cornilh’s Ihip, and it was agreed, not- 
tvithftaiiding they were entirely ignorant of the place, and difap- 
pointed of the troops they expected to meet, to make the landing 
immediately. Fifteen mafloolas accompanied the (hips ; they took in 
170 of the troops, befules the Macoas, who are the black fellows that 
row them ; thefe formed the fir ft divilton, and were towed to the 
fiurfby thi yawls and pinnaces of the (hips, which, betid. :; their 
rowers- *ook as many foldiers as they could carry, who formed the 
fecond divinon : all thefe ftecred for the fhore, five miles to the north 
of the tort. The third divition of the troops embarked in the long­
boats, which were rigged with tails, and proceeded dole to the furl', 
oppolite to the fort, and the mouth of a river which leads to it, 
where they were to appear as if  intending to land by pufiring over 
the bar of the river, which was not impracticable.

A  frrnll fnow and a floop, which drew little water, and mounted 
guns, anchored as dole as they could oppolite to a village half-way 
between the real landing and the long-boats. As loon as the yawls 
and pinnaces reached the furf, they'dropped their grapliugs, and caft 
d r  the mafloolas, which immediately rowed afhore, and landed the 
troops in them ; then returned, and landed the fecond divifion out 
o f the other boats, when a fignal was flung out, on which the 
long-boats came down, failing faft with the wind and current, and 
the troops in them were likewife landed all together by the mafloolas;
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1760. the whole without the appearance o f any oppofition intended by 
the garrifon. As toon as all were on Ihore, they advanced to the 
village op polite to which the two fmiU veffels were at anchor, arw 
received by catamarans two four-pounders, which belonged to the 
floor-, and were mounted on {hip-carriages; for the reliance on the 
field-pieces expected with Jofepli Smith had prevented.-any from be* 
ing embarked at Madrafs. They paffed the night in the village 
without alarm ; and early in the morning moved on to take poflei- 
fion of the pettah of Karical, which lay on.the north fide of the 
fort. It wras a Ipacious town, feparated from the fort by an elpla- 
nade of 100 yards ; regular works had been traced round the other 
three Hides, which on the weft had been railed to four feet above the. 
ground, but the baftion in the north-weft angle was completed, and 
converted into a clofed redoubt, which mounted nine guns, and had 
a good ditch all round, and a draw-bridge ; it was called Fort Dau­
phin : the reft o f the north line was open, as was the fide to the 
eaft. The troops advancing from the north, without a guide or 
Intel!’ : - see, fell under fire o f Fort Dauphin, by which two men 
were killed, and two wounded, before the whole line got under 
fhelter o f the buildings in the pettah ; which they entered without 
meeting any interruption in the ftreets. They took poft in the 
church-yard, which lay about 200 yards from the eaft fide o f the 
pettah, and about the lame diftance from- the line of houies front­
ing the fort. T h ey found- about them plenty of provifions, as well 
in the houfes of the natives, as o f the French inhabitants.

T h e fort of Karical ftands 300 yards from the fea-lhore: a river 
coming from the weft ftrikes when oppofite to the weft fide of the 
tV.- t in a curve to the fouth, which continues until oppofite to the 
eaft fide at the diftance o f 500 yards, when the channel turning 
again dirc&ly to the eaft, in a 100 yards more difembogues into 
the Fa, T h e  fort was an oblong iquare, completely fortified, but 
had the greateft o f defefts, the want o f fpace : for its internal area, 
exclufive of the four baftions, was no more than 100 yards from w.
to e and only 50 from v. tos. The baftions admitted only three

guns,
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guns in their faces, but each of the four curtains was covered by a 1760. 
ravelin much more tpacious than the baftions, and mounting fix. A  
vvei ditch ran between the three curtains to the n. w . and s. and their 
ravelins; but on the eaft face the ditch furrounded the ravelin iike- 

. wife, and dry ground occupied the fpace between the rear of this 
ravelin and the eaft curtain, continuing round the two baftions in 
an excellent fauflebray, from the interior angles o f which the ravelin 
proje&ed. A  covered way well pnlifaded, and a complete glacis, fur- 
rounded the whole, neverthelels the exterior extent, measuring acrofs 
from the foot of the glacis, was in the longell dirc&ion, that from 
E . to w .  not more than 200 yards; and the pettali outftretchcd this 
face 200 yards on either hand. The garrifon had lately deftroyed 
the line of buildings in the pettah, which lkirted the efplanade, 
and had been fullered to rife within 60 yards of the foot of the 
glacis; but this demolition added only a fpace of 40 yards to the 
efplanade, and that not clear; for the rubbilh not being yet re­
moved Ail! afforded fome Ihelter.

As foon as the Englifti troops had taken pofieftion of the pettah,
Mr Oft!, with the pioneers, marched, and took poftefiion of a fa- 
luting-batiery^, which lay near the mouth of the river, where was 
likewife the flag-ftaff for the road. The fort fired fiercely as they 
were palling, but did no harm; and in the night the pioneers be­
gan to conftfuct a battery near the river on the elplanade, which 
was clear quite up to where the river changes from the curve it has 
made, and ftrikes ftreight to the fea; they were not interrupted in 
their work ; neither did the troops in the pettah receive any alarm 
from the garrifon. T he next evening a ten-inch mortar was landed, 
and at ten at night began to' bombard Fort Dauphin. The range 
was exactly gained at the firft lhell, and only thirteen were fired 
before the guard, con filling of 50 men, abandoned i t ; and, know­
ing ways of which the Englifti troops were not apprized, gained the 
fort without interruption. About the fame time twelve gunners 
fent from.Poudichery, who ludTamled at Tranquebai , got. into the 
fort, notwithftanding a company of marines were looking out tor
them, who kept too far from the fea-fhore, whilft the gunners tra­

velled
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r 6t, veiled along the beach until they came to the river, when they con-
v_ l_^ tinued under the bank unperceived by the pioneers employed in con-
Marcb. pTUain g the battery.

The cover afforded by the pettalx determined the attack to be 
carried on agsunft the north face o f the fort; and the greater extent 
o f the efplanade to the caft, which is 500 yards (whereas to ihk 

. weft it is ‘interrupted' by the curve of the river at 300) gave the pre­
ference of the enfilade from the eaft, which of conference deter­
mined the breach to be in the north-eaft baftion, and on its north 
face. Accordingly, three batteries were marked out m the pettah, 
one to breach, and one on each hand to takê  off the defences :  ̂in 
the battery to the eaft, two o f the guns enfiladed the north line 
in its whole length, and the other two plunged into the oppofite 
ravelin, and acrofs into the ravelin on tgft fouth : fo that every part 
o f the fort would be laid under fire. Sailors were landed with the 
heavy artillery from the fhips, and aflifted in drawing them, and in 
the other lervices uftially allotted to bullocks and coolies ; tor all the 
neighbouring villages were delated, and fupphed neither man nor 
1) aft 1 and no tidings arrived o f the Captain Jofeph Smlt . s uetaCu' 
ment’ nor o f the affiftance expefled from the garrifon o f Tritchi- 
nopoly; and the king o f Tanjore avoided all correfpondence with the

armament.
Captain Jofeph Smith received the orders o f the prefidency oil the 

.;th , the day he was fetting out with the Nabob from Volcondah, 
a gain ft T  hi agar ; ire immediately turned his march, to Karic.d , and 
♦ •lie Nabob, imwilling to remain with only his own tioops in the 
rC.Ue of tin; Carnatic, determined to march with the detachment.

T h e neareft road leading from Volcondah towards Karical falls upon 
the Celeron., 30 miles n . n . w . o f the city o f Tanjore. Having 
crofted the river, which is there fpacious, you continue fo Comba- 
conum which foods five n.lies farther, on the bank o f the fitft arm 
, f  the Caveri* and beyond this is another arm to crofs, before you 
join the road ’leading eaft to the fea-lhore : much o f the ground 
between the rivers is funk it- marfhes, and the better ground rs over­
flowed in rice-fields, without any continued road, wlneb greatly re-

tard
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tard the paflage o f carriages; aud the way between Yolcondah and 1760^ 
Karical being 120 miles, the march can fcarcely be performed in Marclu 
iefs than ten days ; but Captain Smith had received his orders to 
advance only four days before the armament anchored at Karical, 
whole ignorance of the impoffibxlity of his appearance aggravated 
their anxiety concerning the arrival of the French fquadron, which 
■ intelligence, artfully inculcated from Pondicherry, led them to exped 
from day to day when all the marines and bailors mull have been 
•reimbarked, and Major Monlon would have been left with only 
60 Europeans, and without a field-piece.

However, thele apprehenfions only encrealcd their adivity in 
pulhing the attack. The ten-inch mortar, which had been employed 
again!! Fort Dauphin, was removed on the 31ft, and threw (hem- 
all night. The garrifon returned round and grape from their cannon, 
and even ufed their mulketry, although all they fired at was under 
cover, or out of reach : this early profuhon of ammunition is lately 
followed bv vigorous defence at extremity. In the morning of the 
i l l  o f April the two embrafures on the right of the enfilading hat- April, 
tery to the eaft were opened. The paflage into the covered way -ay 
oppofite to this battery, leading through the glacis on the left fate 
o f its angle projeding to the eaft, and the garrifon had lain a row 
o f wood and palmiras in front of the barrier gate, which doled this ' 
paffage at the foot of the glacis, in order to conftrud a battery there 
with thefe materials. The ten-inch mortar fometim; s tiuew caicaflos 
o f fire-balls to fet them afire, but without effed ; aud two royals* p f 
which the Ihells are 5 inches and 5 twelfths diameter, continually 
bombarded the fort. In the morning of the 2d, the other two 
embrafures were opened in the enfilading battery. At ten o clock, 
arrived Captain Richard Smith from Tritohinopoly w ith Laicars, 
oxen, coolies, and ftores; and the Nabob came up liKewiie with 1000 
horfe and fix companies of Sepoy?, whom Captain J o f ph Smit 1 ia 
fent forward, as the rains and the badnels of the roads H tau et tac 
carriages and baggage of his detachment, with which he remained to
bring them on. This reinforcement afforded troops lufficicnt to 

b invent

• Go i ^ \



i ~6o. inveft the fort all round. In this day the enemy’s fire was ex-
w~o— ' ceffive, and difmounted one of the guns at the enfilading battery,

ApnI‘ and endamaged all its embrafures ; but all were reftored during the
night, and the fame number o f guns began to fire again the next 
morning, which was the 3d o f the month. At eight o’clock o f 
this day, Captain Jofepk Smith came up with the reft o f his detach­
ment, which were 130 European mulketry, thirty artillery-men, two 
field-pieces, and five companies o f Sepoys. The enemy during the 
night finiihed two embrafures in one face o f their battery at the 
barrier, which pointed againft the enfilading battery; and traces ap- 
peared o f another face to the north, winch feemed intended to fcowr 
the op polite ftreet o f the-pettah, acrofs which the attack had thrown 
up a flight retrenchment.

Earlp the next morning, the breaching battery in the centre 
ftreet opened with three twenty-four pounders againft the N. face 
o f the n . e . baftion, at the diftance o f 150 yards, and was fo well 
ferved by Captain Barker, who attended it, that in three rounds 
flic enemy quitted the three guns in the face attacked, and in lefs 
than an hour all the merlons were beat down ; the other face had 
before been much Chattered by the enfilading battery, which had 

•likewife nearly ruined the north face o f the.eaft ravelin: fo that 
neither of the batteries had occafion to fire more than a fhot now and 
then through the reft o f  the day. Sepoys werepofted in the ruins 
c t the Louies, who kept up a conftant fire through the night on the 
baftion and ravelin, to prevent the enemy from placing land-bags 
to n pair them. P»y the next morning, which-was the 5th o f the 
month, and the 10th fince the landing, a battery, intended todeftroy 
the eaft face o f the north ravelin, was almoft completed, and the 
other againft the n .w . baftion quite finiihed; but the guns for 
neither were yet landed from the fliips. Intelligence was received, 
that a detachment o f 450 infantry, and 150 European horfe, were 
arrived at Chillambarum from Pondicherry, intending to advance and 
interrupt the liege. T he breach, though broad, could not be mounted 
without clambering, and the immediate accds to it was ftill de­
fended by the ditch, to which the befiegers had not yet approached,

and

W ar o f  C o r o m a n d e l . Book



^ g g ^ X I I .  K a r i c a l .
and by the parapet of the faufle-bray, which remained undamaged: . 1760.
but the gate of the barrier leading through the glacis to the eaft 
ravelin, had been beaten down by ricochet (hot flying over the cat­
tery, which the enemy had raifed before it. The bafcul, or carpentry, 
which raifed and let down the draw-bridge before tire N. f . face o f  

the eaft ravelin, had likewile been Ihot away, and the bridge fallen 
into its.place, and the garrifon had not yet deftroyed it to interrupt 
the pailage, which thus remained clear to the ravelin. The gateway 
leading through the curtain into the fort was at the back of this 
ravelin : and the fame fire had deftroyed the gates which doled it, 
nor had any thing been fubftituted to flop the paflage ; fo that, if 
the ftorm had been immediately and defperately attempted this way, 
the enemy had nothing to oppofe it, but the arms in their hands.
A ll thefe circumftances Major Monfon did not know ; but the com­
mandant of the fort feared, and anfwered the luminous by requefting 
to march away with the honours of war : to which Monion re­
plied, that the whole garrifon nuift become piifoners ot war ; blit 
that the inhabitants (hould be left in pofleffion of their houles in the 
pettah, the officers have their baggage, and the Sepoys might g o .

* where they pleafed. The terms were accepted ; and the Englilh 
troops marched in at two in the afternoon. The garrifon conlitlcd - 
o f  115 Europeans, o f whom 101 were military, 72 Topaflis, and.
2 "Q Sepoys. Belides fmaller arms and ftores, there were in the 
place 155 pieces of cannon of all forts, and nine mortars, wijh a 
large ftock of ammunition for both. Only five men were killed'in 
the defence, and in the attack only three Europeans, one of whom . 
was a tailor, and five wounded. Never perhaps teas to grear  ̂ an ■ 
armament prepared, to lucceed with lo little lofs, excepting "hen
Delabourdonnais took Madrafs in 1746- ’

Neverthelefs, the capture \vh well worth the exertion : as betides 
the advantages o f its iituation with re theft to the lea, it aftorded 
the French a couftant and certain inlet to the (erritofits ot Tanjore. . 
and by various purchales and ceffions from the governm< at tiny 
bad acquired diltfifts round the fort, containing 113 villages, 01 
which the farms, with the cuftoms o f the port and town, never

y o u  il  U  i'rct,u“ i
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i y;So. ;■ -.' Kur:J Ids than jo ,oco  pagodas a year, fixfficient for the expence 
1— of  th ; rrltbn. Aj the fort was too fmall, all the European inha- 

l.a-.i to dr hoof s in the pcttr.h, which were well built, as 
weic many of thole belonging to the natives, and room was left and 
marked for more to both. The Nabob derived no advantage by this 
luccv.Is, bevond the detriment it occasioned to his enemies : for.a . 
member of the council o f Madrafs had been fent in the fquadion, to 
negotiate with Tanjore for the redemption o f the diilricb.

The abfence o f Colonel Coote and Major Monlon had left the 
main an nr to the comm and of Major Robert Gordon, who moved 
with it from Alatnpnrvah on the 28th o f March, and on the il l  of 
April e'ncamped at Ki lien ore, from whence he fent forward a detach­
ment of obfervation, to take pot! at Manoor, within live miles of 
Vald-uv. The fwc-ep of Country to the weftward of Killenore as 
far as Village! um, which lies 20 miles due wed: o f Pondicherry, 
abounds in cattle, and is as fertile as any part o f the Carnatic, and 
remained at this time, as the French territory became every day 
more circumlcribcd, their kill reiource for proviiions. A ll the coun­
tries, which had been reduced to the fouth o f Chittapelt and Vaiidi- 
valh r.s far as Permacoil, had been let by the Prefidcncy o f Madrafs 
to a Malabar, named Ramalinga, who accompanied the army ready 
to rent more, and kept fevcral companies o f irregular Sepoys'with 
him, to place as guards in new didxiifts, as reduced. By his advice, 
Major Gordon relulvcd to fend a detachment againft Villaporum.
The dithancc w o  35 miles, and the way lay between the garrilon 
of < ilingec on one liaiul, and o f VaMorc on the other. The detach- 

coniiifed of 200 black boric, and five companies o f Sepoys, 
under the command o f captain Wood, and the renter accompanied 
with his people. T hey marched from Killenore on the 3d of April, 
a little after fun-At, and, palling through Vicravandi, captain Wood, 
with the ho.be., an Fed he to re Villaporum at ten the next morning, 
but the Sepoys did nor come up until two in the afternoon. The 
be ft intelligence that could be obtained,- reported, that there were 
300 Sepoys and 400 boric in the place; and at fix, as foon as the 
Sepoys were rdfe-fhed, Wood led them to the attack- which could

only
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only be made by ftfambling up the wail, as they had no ladders. 1760. 
Eight or ten got up to the parapet, but three or four mounting at l'~,~v~ -
the fame time were killed, which deterred thole who were neat from i ‘1'n '* 
following, and flung the whole into confuflon, on which the enemy 
Tallied, but the horle rode in between, and drove them back. The 
Smoy^ rallied again in the pettnli, and were preparing ladders to 
efcaladsTefore day-break ; hut at eight o’clock at night the garrifon 
abandoned the fort. • Captain Wood placed three of the regular 
companies of Sepoys, and 200 of the renters, to garrifon it, under 
the command of anEnhgu ; and at ten at night let out on his return 
with the cavalry and the other company of Sepovs. Thev arrived 
at one in the morning at Vicrivandi, where he left this company, 
and, proceeding, rejoined the camp a little after fun-rife with the 
Cavalry, which accomplilhed this march of 60 miles in -56 hours.

Since the retreat o f the French army, their countries to the w. ir- 
ward of Villaporutn and Gingec, and the forts intended to proteft 
them, had, like this, been left to the defence of fuch troops as the 
renters chole to levy and maintain ; and in the end of March,
Captain Airey, who commanded in Chittapett, and from thence over 
Trinomaly, lent a detachment of Sepoys to t riable the garrifon there 
to take the field, which in a few days drove tin guards out o f 
Soolabgur, Tricalour, and Trivaaeloor: thdl three font.; had been 
taken pofle non of by Mahomed Iflbof and Kifhmrow of Thiagar, 
whilft they were ravaging the countries adjacent to flv.m duiiiy. 
the liege of Madrals. Soolabgur is lituatecj on a hill 1 <; miles s.s.u , 
and-Tricolour on the plain 20 miles s. o f Trinomials : Trivelanoor 
Hands 10 miles s. E. of Tricaloor, and 20 s. w. of Villaponun. Thu 
French garrifon of Gingee on the one fide, and of Thiagar on the 
other, were the neareft to protect thdi; Idler forts-, but both were 
too much alarmed for their own fafety, to ritk any detachments 
abroad : the one by the Nabob’s camp then at Volqondah, the other 
by the Englilh army at Kill more, Killnarow, after the lofs of 
Thiagar in the preceding month o f June, had remained with too 
Nabob at'Tritchinopoly, and, after the victory o f Vandivafh, obtain; .1 
Ills permiflion to aft as a free-hooter in the French d-foods, and,
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"having' plunder to offer, eafily enlilled a number of horfe, with 
winch he accompanied the Nabob to Volcondah, and from thence 
trooped a*.vav to the'cowatry about Cbihmbarum, where they were 
carr iny on ali kind o f ravage, at ti e. time that Captain Wood 
marched and took Villaperum.

Colonel Coote recovered of his wound, rejoined the army at Kille- 
nore on the 7th and the next day, after reconnoitring Valdore, lent 

off 3 io of the black horfe, to join Kirtnarow in the country about Chi- 
lnmbarum; id that a chain o f troops, or ports, was now eftabliihed, 
which encircled Pondicherry in a fvveep of 70 miles, from that place 
to ■ Ajjamparvali. On the 10th, a large number o f Sepoys were feen 
marching into Valdore from the Gingce road : they were what remain­
ed of the body commanded bv Zulphacarjung, who, when driven out 
o f the net calx o f Arcat by captxui Wood, continued, until this fort 
was taken, at the back ot Velore, encouraged for fear of accidents by 
M ortizallv. From Velore lie marched to (Angee ; and Mr. 1 .ally, 
yielding to the reprelentation of Mr. Deleyrit, and the general dil- 

• couragement, reprefled his prejudices againft thefe troops, and re­
called them to act again with the European force. Zulpharcarjung, 
id t  a part o f his Sepoys to reinforce Valdore, and marched on with 

' the reft into Pondicherry.
T h e next day Colonel Coote advanced the army to Mauoor, and 

lent forward Major Robert Gordon, with a large detachment, to 
take poflfrtion of the pettah undei the fort of Valdore ; the day 
after, which was the 12th, he brought up the reft of the army, and 
encamped at Cartaneopum, a village about a mile to the eaft, nearer 
Pondicherry. In the night, two batteries were commenced, and 
{hells tlirown, which the garrifon anfwered by ihot, and both were 
employed without mlchief. T h e next day all the cavalry, not on 
dnrv, were detached, under the command o f a Lieutenant, to re­
connoitre : and proceeded to the hither end o f the Red-lull. 1 he 
French cavalry with fome platoons o f infantry advanced towards 
them, and made fome evolutions as intending to fall on their flanks,
which the Englifh cavalry prevented by contrary motions, and re­

turned
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V XII.  V a l d o u e . n l  1

X^'-s:furned to camp. They had perceived, at a dillnnoe a large cloud of !-$o. 
dull, as of troops with cannon, advancing from Pondicherry. '— v~~>

The fort of Valdore Hands nine miles n . n . w . of Pondicherry.
Its form is an exact parallelogram, lquaring with the cornpals; and 
extending 300 yards from e. to w. and 210 from n. to «. It is iitu- 
aC. 1 to a plain, and its original fortification?, like the generality of 
the forts in the country, were a rampart with towers, a fuufic-bray, 
and a ditch. Mr. Dupleix, had railed a glacis on the north-lide, 
and had converted the center tower on this tide, and that in the s. w. 
angle, into bullions with faces and Hanks ; hut the pettah, which 
is to the well, remained within 150 yards of the w a ll: fo that the 
vicinity of Pondicherry was its hell defence. Jn the morning of the 
14th, one of the batteries opened ; it fronted and battered the tower 
in the north-weft angle with one gun, and with the other took oil* 
the defences o f the next tower in the well wall.

The dull leen the day before was from a body of troops marching 
to encamp under Villenore. T h e  intelligence of the prelent da - laid 
they were the w hole army, and that Mr. Lally intended to attack 
the Englifh camp by furprize in the enfuing night, which deter­
mined Colonel Coote to reconnoitre them himlelf when the fun 
abated in the afternoon. All the cavalry in two divillons, each ac­
companied bv five companies of Sepoys, marched with him. When 
arrived at the Red-hill, oppofite to Villenore, he proceeded along 
the foot o f it with one of the divillons, and lent the other aero Is 
the plain, to examine the enemy’s out-polls on that fide, whilft his 
own divilion came oppofite to a body of Europeans, with two field- 
pieces drawn up in the high road neareft the hill, leading to the 
bound-hedge. They cannonaded, but at too great a dillancc; and 
Colonel Coote continued under the lide o f the hill until dark* in 
order to perfuade the enemy that he intended to pat role the held all 
n ig h t; but returned foon alter to the camp, b ire or lix Sepo\ s 
and a horfe were killed in this lervice. In the liege, one ol the guns 
in the battery was ruined by the fire of the fort. Shells continued
through the night, and the next.morning, which was the 15^* the 

.. "  other
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i j 6o.  other battery was completed and opened. It faced the tower in the
'— s. w . angle, and the fire from both continued through the day as
Ai>n'  hot as it could be lately kept up. T he whole o f the French troops 

had aflembled at Villenore during the night, and pulhed on ad 
vanned polls, which, in the morning, began to Ikirmiih with thole 
o f the cam;, ; where all, excepting the men at the batteries, 'w re 
kept in .add'd’; to turn out the line, but the enemy’s mam body 
did not advance. Intelligence was repeated o f their intentions to 
attack the camp this night, as the night before : on which Colonel 
Coote hruck all die tents at funic t, as if  he meant to change his 
ground, but pitched them again in the fame place after dark ; but 
half the troops lay on their arms Until day-light. T h e howitz con­

tinued thro nub. the night, and in the morning the batteries, which 
had been much impaired, renewed their fire as violently as the day 
before. T h e fkiprnilhes likewife recommenced between the out- 
puartv o f both armies. A t two in the afternoon, both breaches ap­
peared practicable ; and a defer ter, who at this hour efcaped from the 
fort, reported, that the garrifon had nearly expended all their am­
munition, and were inclined, i f  not immediately relieved, to fur- 

. render; on which Colonel Coote ordered Major Gordon, who com­
mand-, d the attack, to fummons the commandant at four o’clock, at 
which hour he lhould proceed him fclf with the main body from the 
camp, and offer battle to the enemy’s ; which i f  the}' avoided, and 
the garrifon refuted to furrender, Major Gordon was to Form the 
breaches, and C ofow l Coote would fend abidance; but, i f  the 
cncm v’s armv emu; to an engagement, Gordon was to march from 
(be batteries with h’s di' ifion, and form the third line in the order 
o f battle. Accordingly the main body advanced a mile and a half 
f rom the camp, and halted in fight o f the enemy, who only fent 
forward their European cavalry and fame Sepoys, which werfe met by 
parties o f the EugJifh cavkliy, European and black, fupporkd likewife 
by Sepoys, and feme were wounded on both Ikies by fire-arms, but no 
charges made hand to hand. A t lix o’clock. Colonel Coote received 
word, that the garrifon o f Valdore had contented to furrender without 
terras tfeb next morning, and had given up the outer gate, on which

he
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N̂ TGerct«rned v* itli the line to the camp. The gavrilon Con lifted of a i ? 60.
captain, a lieutenant, So . other Europeans, and 2So Lhpovsj tIic-3- 
had loft only two men killed, and three wounded ; and the E n gilh  
not more. There were in the fort 25 pieces of cannon, and iomo 
paddy. Colonel Coote, as foon as he had taken poiVcflinn, detach .1 
200 of the black horfe, with 300 Sepoys, under the command ot 
Afikh, g, to take Trivadi, in which were feme Sepoys that pro­
tected the diftrict, and gathered the produce for the French govern-

meat, _ ,
O f the French pnloners which had been, taken in the late iucce^es,

the Prelidency of Madrafs had inlifted 60 of thofe confined there, 
ana Ont them to the camp. Thefe men, as toon as they came 
before Valdore, fo near their own army and their capital, dclerted 
daily, and 40 of them were gone before the place  ̂ was reduced ; 
fome of the company of French Volunteers likewife went ofl, al­
though the' had hitherto behaved with as much lpirit as if lighting 
under, inftead of againft, their own colours. But as toon as Valdoie 
fell., new deferters began to come over h orn the enemy, three, tour, 
and five in a day : never thelefs all that remained of. thofe lent from 
Madrafs were returned thither to be confined again, for the perl, y

of their comrades! . ' .
On the 19th, Colonel Coote went out again in the afternoon,

w i t h  the cavalry, and fix companies of Sepoys, to reconnoitre on 
the R ed-hill; the French cavalry, fupported likewife by tome Se- 
povs came out, and advanced along the neareft avenue, but only 
rhe Sepovs on either fide engaged, and that with dhhnt firing, untu 
four field-pieces came up from Yilleriore, on which Colonel Coote 
returned to the camp. T w o o f his black hodemen were lulled, and 
the horfe o f a trooper, with live Sepoys, wouudu,.

During thefe operations o f the mam army, koloiu.1 h onion « .»  
advancing with Ids M o n  from ' Karical. 1  he lwcmh pntontrs 
taken there were lent to Tntchmopo.y, under the th o u  ot two 
companies of Sepoys, and of 60 of the Europeans, »  
drawn from that garrifoi on this fem cc ; two other ot thefe con 
“ h ,  and two f a t  by the Nabob, with . a Europeans, were left
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in Karical. Captain Joleph Smith, with the reft o f his command 
l*T>" ->1 from'Tritcftinopoly, o f which 30 were artillery men, remained, as 

did half the marines from the fquadron ; the other half, with all 
the battering artillery, were re-embarked. The Nabob with bis 
troops, likewife accompanied Major Monfon. T iiey moved on the 
10th o f April, and continued by the road along the fea-lhore, until 
they came to the mouths o f the Coleroon near Devicotah, when they 
ftruck to the weft, and palled the river in its lingle channel, oppo- 
fite to the pagoda o f Chilambarum. A t the pafiage, they were 
joined by Kiftnarow, with his party o f horfe, who a few days be­
fore had intercepted two companies o f Sepoys, efcorting three tum­
brils o f ammunition to Chilambarum, which he took, having ’"’lied 
and difperfed all the Sepoys, and gathered up their arms. Major 
Monfon fummoned this place on the 19th j and on refufal, two 
eighteen-pounders were difembarked from the fquadron, which was 
at anchor off the liar o f Devicotah. T h ey were brought on cata­
marans up the Coleroon, and joined the camp the next day. T h e 
(lender walls o f  the pagoda would not have refilled a fingle (hot, 
and, although the French had projected redoubts at the four angles, 
a*’ ! one in the middle o f the north, and another o f the fouth w a ll; 
thefe works had only been carried up a little way in earth, and 
could only ferve for cannon fired in barbette; fcaffoldings bad been 
cre&ed for mulketry, and there was a gun in each o f the towers at 
the angles. In the tw ilight o f the evening, the garrifon perceived 
the artillery-men o f the camp bringing fafeines to the fpot where 
the battery was intended, and miftook the fafeines for fealing-lad- 
tiers; on whn h the officers held a confultation, which did not re­
v iv e  until m idnight; when the camp, to their great furpri/.e, faw 
1 number o f torches held out together upon the wall, and difeoyered 

arnongft them a wli-te flag, which the torches were illuminating. 
T h e  signal o f  furrender was accepted; fome troops advanced to the 
giite, and were admitted on tne promile o f good treatment to the 
gandlon ; which confilled o f eight officers, and 40 other Europeans. 
T h e  next day, the marines were lent to Devicotah, to be re-embarked 
tm the fijuddron; and Kiftnarow, with his horfe, was detached to 

I deftroy
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deftroy the French diftridts about Cuddalore. This way lay the 1760. 
neared; road to Valdore; but Major Monfon, imagining that Mr.
I/ally might pod: a force at Cuddalore to interrupt the march of his 
own, which was not ftrong in Europeans, if  they fhould take this 
m ute; and, being unwilling to expofe the perfon of the Nabob to 
any huger, refolved to turn inland, and attack Verdachelum; from 
whence he might proceed to Valdore, keeping the main body of the 
army between his own divilion and Pondicherry.

Tire enemy kept only Sepoys in their ftation at Trivadi, who 
abandoned it on the approach of Affafbeg’s detachment, although 
they rime without cannon. Encouraged by this eaiy fuccefs, Aflafbeg 
proceeded towards Cuddalore, where the fame panic had prevailed, 
and no troops remained to oppofe his entrance ; but the town was 
not entirely deferted by the inhabitants. This ftation was of 
much utility, as the road was in fight, and at this feafon to wind­
ward of Pondicherry: two companies of Sepoys were pofted in 
the town ; the houfes o f the factory wtm prepared to ferve as an hof- 
pital to the fquadron ; bullocks were fent off to fappW the fhips with 
frelh provifions; and the few boatmen remaining in the town re­
ceived encouragement to colled more of their own craft from dif­
ferent parts o f "the coaft. On the 25th Rear-admiral Cornifh an­
chored in the road, with the fix men of war from Karical, and on 
the 20th was joined by Admiral Stevens, with four more from Bom­
bay : they were part of the nine, which compcfed Mr. Pococke’s 
fquadron 111 the preceding year, two of which were arrived before 
with Mr. Cornifti. O f the three others, the Salisbury was not com­
pletely repaired, and the Cumberland had not entered the dock 
when Mr. Stevens failed; the Yarmouth remained, in confe- 
quence of orders from the admiralty, to convey Mr. Pococke to 
England, from whence he had been abtent five years. All the pte- 
iiclenctes followed him with the moft grateful acknowledgements of 
the eminent fefvices he had rendered the nation during Ids conti­
nuance and command ’n the feas o f India, which he completed, b)

' efcorting fafely from St. Helena, in the heat of the war, 13 1-ul Ou\.nt. 
company’s (hips' returning from their fcttlc.ments, which arriv ed m
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England in the O aober following, and were the richeft fleet that 
— ' had ever entered the Thames at one time. ■ , ' • . 1 y

AiniU T h e two armies had continued in their refpeftive encampments,
their advanced guards in full fight, and continually alaiming one 
another; and on the 27th at day-break, the French cavalry,  ̂with.
50 of their infantry, attacked a poll; o f Sepoys and black vmfe, 
killed fix or feven o f each, and wounded more ; and loft themselves 
two huffars killed, and their officer, with fevcral wounded.

Nothing o f confequence palled for ieveral days after, and in the 
nio’ht between the firft and fecond o f May, the whole French army 
decamped from Perimbe, and retreated clofe to the hound-l edge, 
leaving only an advanced poll: with two guns about half a m ik in 
front o f the main body. Colonel Coote went in the afternoon, 
with his ufual efcorte o f horfe and Sepoys, to reconnoitre their po- 
fition, and, advancing too near, feveral o f his Sepoys were killed by 
the fire o f the cannon from the advanced poft.

Major Monfon witli his do mon, and the Nabob with his 
troops, arrived before Verdr.vhelum on the 26th. This place Hands 
60 m ike n . n . w . o f Chillambrum, and 60 s. W. from Valdore. It 
is extent!vc, and was originally a pagoda, and although converted 
into a fort bv the addition o f towers at the angles, and projeaed 
mafles o f mafonry in each o f the fides as gateways, ftill continued 
o f very feeble defence againft cannon. It feemed therefore only 
to acquit his military honour, that the commanding officer refuted 
to lum-nder on the firft fum m ons; for the next day, on the ap­
pearance o f the two eighteen-pounders in battery, he ot his own ac­
cord threw out the white flag, and lurrendered at diferetion. His 
g-a triton were, betides him telf and another officer, ^Europeans, and f Q ge ys< qphis place as well as Chillambrum was delivered over

m the Nabob, who gave them in charge o f his own Sepoys, and put 
both garrifons under the command o f Kiftnarovv. He was here 
joined by his brother, Maphuze Khan, who when leaft expefted, 
had left the Pulitaver in the beginning ot January, and joined Ma­
homed I Hoof at Tinivelly ; from whence he was tent, with an ef­
corte to Puducotah, the principal town o f the polygar Tondiman,

where
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where he remained, flill full o f fufpicions of the evil intent ions of 1760. 
the Nabob, until encouraged to truft him by repeated affitrances '“ ts— 1 
from the Prefidency, that no harm fhoukl befall him. He arrived with 1 *' ’ 
very few attendants, and had not money to entertain more. From 
Yerdachelum, the troops confine#! th sir route byYiliapocum and Vi- 
-t--ii^ndi, and arrived at Valdore on the 3d of May. The Nabob re­
main’ d in the camp until the 10th, much delighted with the army 
and commanders, who had reflated him to fo great a part of his 
dominions. He then proceeded to Madrafs, in order to regulate 
with the Prelidency the modes o f administration in the countries 
whirm had been recovered.

The French, when they abandoned Cuddalore, demolilhed the 
parapets of the bullions, took down tire three gates, and made fe- 
veral breaches in the rampart, and the whole free of the town front­
ing the fea never had a w all. Several informations had been lately 
received, that Mr. Lally intended to retake Cuddalore, of v ch 
Colonel Coote advifed the officers ifo re, and warned them to keep 
fpecial guard. On the 10th at nigh.., Tno Europeans, with 60 
hnffars and three companies o f Sepoys, entered the town, fo'-prized 
and difperfed the Sepoys, and advanced to the hofpital, where they 
took five furgeons, fix petty officers, and 58 lailors and marines be­
longing to the fquadron, moflly fick, whom they carried a wav, and 
left none of their own men to maintain the place. The nexrday, 
a reinforcement o f two companies of Sepoys, with 20 o f the Eu­
ropean horfe, and a field-piece, under the command of Lieutenant 
Fitzgerald, were lent into the town from the camp, and 60 marines 
were landed from the fquadron. A t four in the enlvuny morn­
ing, whilft it was yet dark, a flronger party than the night before 
entered the town again, and took the field-piece; but, finding more 

" refinance than they expe&ed, retreated over the rivers towards Fort 
St, David, o f which the fortifications had been fo completely de- 
molifhed, that a Tingle redoubt was not left to give poll to a 
company of infantry. Lieutenant Fitzgerald, with the huflars and 
fome Sepoys, for all would not move, and none of the marine s, fol­
lowed, and hung in their rear, until they had recrolled the Fanar
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t ’0 o. beyond Fort St. D avid; where the enemy abandoned the field-
'— v— * piece they had taken. It was laid, that the commander was killed,

Ma:"  three other officers wounded, and 32 of the common foldiers 
killed and wounded. O f the Eiaglilh troops a Jemidar with 20 Se­
poys were wouuded, and a SuWtulhar was kihed. kioni this ca 1 - 
ueftnefs, other attempts were expedled, and diligence was ufed to 
render the place more defenfible, and the Sepoys were augmented-to 
700. On the 20th, information was received, that the enemy in­
tended another attack, with a much greater force than the laft : on 
which, Colonel Coote detached an officer, with 30 Europeans, and 
300 black horfe, to interrupt their parties, or luccour tlu place. 
The.officer went with the Europeans into the town, and Ihn. aed 
the horfe at a diflance w ithout; between one and two in the morn­
ing, the expedled attack was made by 700 Europeans, 400 Sepoys,
150 o f the French horfe, which were half this body: and they had tour 
field-pieces. T h ey divided into five different aflaults ; all entered the 
town, but were ifopped at tb ' uaverfes which had been thrown up 
in the ifreets leading to e hofpital, which 1 elflfcd the diiedt file 
o f  the*’- field-pieces, and commanded their mulketry. T h ey how­
ever per filled, until two o f their officers were killed, and 60 private 
men killed and wounded. T h e Englilh officer followed them, with 
the black horfe and fome Sepoys, to the Panar: but their cavalry 
anti field-pieces keeping in order in the rear, deterred any effectual at­
tempt to interrupt their retreat.

On the 23d, the Salifbury joined the fquadron from Bombay, and 
brought from thence to the affiftance o f the army three companies 
o f 'he royal artillery, which the King had fent for the defence of 
that ifland, and the government there, very judicionfiy, to the coaft, 
where they were more immediately wanted. T h ey were 178 men, 
exclufive o f officers, all found, and joined the army a few days 
after from Cuddalore, where they landed. After the retreat o f 
the French troops to the bound-hedge, the two camps were at 
too great a diflance to afford fuch continual oecafions of Ikirmifh

as before. *' rj^ e
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"" T he fueceffes o f the Englifh army, had not a little conduced to 1760. 
encreafe the diflentions which had long rent the government o f 
Pondicherry, where calamity, inftead o f reconciling, only exaiperated 
the animofities of thofe who were fharing the fame diftreflts. The 
lo fso f Permacoil was imputed to. the retreat o f the army, which was 
on march to relieve it -r but they were only faulty in not having ad­
vanced with more expedition ; and in either cafe Mr. Lally, not 
being prefent, was exempt from blame: which neverthelefs was 
urged, hecaufe the officer who commanded in his abfence was ot 
his own regiment, and fuppofed to be much in his favour. The 
fall o f idamparvah was afcribed to the lofs of Permacoil, and Valdore 
to . ~ Jignant treachery, that Pondicherry might be deprived of the 
laft poll which remained' to protefl any convoys which might at­
tempt to get into the town. Mr. Lally was informed of what every 
one thought and faid concerning himl'elf; and retaliated with lar- 
cafms on their forenefs for the lofs o f their own peculations out of the 
diftri&s which he had been obliged lv, abandon. In this ftate o f vi­
rulence were minds, when the fquadr -  with Mr. Cornifh was 
working up the coaft to. Karical. There were in the town ■ '*’ Pon­
dicherry, 600 Europeans, invalids., fit. only for garrifon duty : and 
the inhabitants were 500 more Europeans. Thefe, added to the 
regular troops, would contribute to make a formidable difplay, which 
Mr- L ally  intended to exhibit on the ftrand to the view of the 
fquadron, as they were palling through the road: orders were given 
in confequence. T h e covenanted fervants of the French company 
were to be a part o f the parade but a little before, at the hour ap­
pointed, they came into the-court of the government-houfe, an 1. 
fent up word to Mr. L ally , that they would not march uulefs led 
by the Governor and Council, whom Mr* Lally had exempted from 
this duty. Mr. Deleyrit, the governor, immediately offered to put 
himfelf at their head ;.but thecounfellors coming in, faid, that none 
o f the Company’s .fervants we re.obliged to bear.arms out of the walls 
o f  the town. On this declaration, Mr. Lally arrefted tile two 
fpokefinen of the Council, and two of the forwardeft of tne repug“
aiants, dilarmed and difmifled the reft, and went on with the review

without^
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1760. without them. The offence and punifhment left no bounds to the 
-v—' mutual averiion between him arid the company’s fervants. W hilft 

the Engfifh army were attacking Valdore, two (hips arrived from 
the iflands ; they brought neither troops nor money, but imfavou­
rable advices, which were with much caution fuppreffed, and pub- 
jifhed as good news with falute of cannon, fireworks, and rcjoirhlgs, 
‘ ‘ That Mr. D ’Ache’s lquadron, reinforced from France *j 25 fail 
•“  of the line, might be loon expected on the coaff, with a large body 
“  of land forces on board.” After the fall o f Valdore, a few- eu- 
clofures under the guns at Villanore and Ariancopang, with the 
ground within the bound hedge, and the town o f Pondicherry it- 
felf, contained all the live provifions, on which the colony .72= +0 
rely for their future fuflenance, and all further means were precluded 
o f bringing in grain or other articles o f ffore from the country 
w ithout; for although Gingee and Thiagar remained in the hands 
o f the French, their fituation was diflant, and their garrifons not 
flrono-enough to fu'mifh fi’ Acrent efcorts, and no parties equal to the 
fime purnr fp ':i Jcuiched from the main body, without incurring 
f-v_ u lque of interception. W hen the firm  o f the diflri&s adja­
cent to Pondicherry was taken from the European renters, and 
jet to the Malabar, after the defeat at Vandivafh, there was a fuf- 
ficient quantity o f grain on the ground in reach o f Pondicherry, to 
have flocked the place, as fome fay, for years ; but money was then 
more fcarce than victuals, and the new farmer was permitted to fell 
his grain, that he might be enabled to pay his rent in coin into the 
treasury, inflead of delivering grain, as acquittal, into the maga­
zines. As loon as Permacoil and Alamparvah fell, and the Englifh 
army advanced between Gingee and Pondicherry, Mr. Lally fnv this 
error, and that it v as not retrievable, but by means which he had hi­
therto, with too much prefumption, defpifed.

Hvdcr A lly , the genera1 o f the Myforeans, had at this time ac­
quired the whole power o f the government. He had lately taken 
the King out of the hands of his uncle, "he Dalaway, whom we ‘ 
have feeu commanding the Myfore troops before Tritchino-

poly.
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' p0ly. The galaway had-agreed to retire to the fort o f M y- 1760. 
fore with a jaghire allowed for his maintenance and fecurity, and ’
Hyder A lly was left without controul; for the King was young, weak, 
and timid. Not unmindful, however, o f a reverie of fortune, H y­
der A lly call about to get fome place o f refuge immediately for his 
treafures, and contingently for his own perfon ; and ju d icia lly  pre­
ferred Thiagar in the Carnatic, as well for the difficulty of accefs 
to it fi one Myfore, as the inexpugnable nature of its fortifications.
A  Portuguese monk, named Norognha, who affumed, and perhaps 
had obtained, the title of Bilhop of Halicarnaflus, had, by refidence 
under ti e pretext o f religious million, acquit ed much knowledge ol 
the c. Kicent countries, as well as ol the Carnatic itfelf, and Mr.
Laify *  immediately on his arrival at Pondicherry, gave him his con­
fidence, and employed him in all his tranfaftions with the chiefs ol* 
the country. The bilhop performed his commiffions with zeal; for 
he was greedy of money, and it is a common cuftom in India to 
give fome to the negotiator of a tre. -y. It was he who bargained 
for the Morattoes who joined the Fren h arn.v at A rcot; after 
which he continued in Velore, watching other opporiuuT- and 
either fuggeft'ed to Hyder A lly, or difeovered his iaclinatioiis to 
obtain Thiagar. Mr. Lally feeing no other means o f procuring 
relief to the neceffities which began to threaten Pondicherry, 
repreffed the contempt with which he had hitherto regarded 
the military faculties o f the princes in India, and lent two of his 
officers to'conclude the treaty with Hyder Ally. It was agreed,
“  that Hyder Ihould immediately fend a body of 2000 horfe; and 
«  oooo Sepoys, with artillery, who, on their arrival at Thiagar,
«  were to be put in pofleffion of that fort, and of Elvanaforc, with 
“  the dependencies of both, which were to remain the property o f , 

the Myforeans in perpetuity as long as the flag ol h ranee exifted in 
“  India. This army was to be paid at the rate o f 100,000 rupees a 
** month, from the day. of their arrival at Thiagar. Ten eighteen 
<c pounders were to be given as "a prefent to Hyder, exclufive o f the 

artillery in the two forts, which, as well as all the military Pores,
«  Was to be delivered with them. His troops were to be lutnilhed

with
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1-60. “  with ammunition, whtlft fencing for the French ; who, after the
.— < « Carnatic fhould be cleared, were to affift him in conquering the 

44 fouthern countries o f Madura and Tinivelfy. Befides the number 
14 already hi pula ted, Hyder A lly  engaged to fupply 1000 horfe and 
« 2000 Sepoys more : in confideration o f which, half the countries 
« which fhould be recovered in the Carnatic, were to be aflig’W  to 

’ ‘'’ his government, excepting the French company s domains o f 
« Villenore, Valdore, Bahoor, and Alamparvnh : the territory o f 
« Vellore, as belonging to Mortizaify, their ally, and the diftrifts de- 

pendant on Trinomalee, having been granted in appanage to Rajah- 
« fa neb, the fon o f Chundafaheb, were likewife exempt, d ; and 
«. whatsoever portion o f the Carnatic fhould fall to the M yfo.m-s, 
« was to be delivered back to the French, in proportion to the pro- 

grefs o f the acquiiitions in the feuthern countries.
T h e negotiation was conducted with ,o much locrecy, that no 

furmifes o f it were obtained by the Englilh until the 24th o f May, 
j-ufl as their late fucmdes Turned to have left nothing on the landr 
which could int .rrnp* the profecution o f their intention to 
hloc-V-Jo Pondicherry"; for which, preparations were making at 
Madrals, when Colonel Coote received intelligence o f  this un­
expected alliance by a letter from one o f his corrcfpondents in 
Pondicherry, Signifying, that Mr. L a lly  was preparing a can- 
fiderabh, detachment, to march and join Hyder A lly  at Thragar. 
Hvder jt was kno\vn was not there, nor was there any probability, 
that his other interefts would permit him to leave Seringapatam : 
nor were any difpofitions obferved in the enemy’s encampment, 
which flgnified fufih a detachment as was Paid to be going. On the 
goth, Colonel Coote went out to reconnoitre them himfelf, ac­
companied as tifual by the black horfe and Sepoys. T he enemy can­
nonaded hotly, and killed fome o f the horfemen ; but Affafbeg, with 
two or three fquadrons, broke in upon their Sepoys, and killed 14 
o f them. N othing appeared for feveral days alter to confirm the 
intelligence; and Colonel Coote began to regard it as a rumour 
thrown out by Mr. L ally  himfelf, to conceal fome other defign, 
when, on the 7th o f Tune, he received a confirmation o f it from 

1 Kiftr
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, ^ ^ K S tu aro w , who had been ordered to look out, and had advanced 1760. 
with his-party to Voleondah. ' j uv  J

The fir ft divilion of the My fore troops, confifting of 1000 horfe, 
and 2000 Sepoys, arrived at Thiagar on the 4th of June, and the 
next day fome of their parties, roaming to collect cattle, fkirmiflied 
with Kiftnarow’s near the pettah of Volcondah. The reft of the di- 
vifiui ftill remaining at Thiagar were 30 miles nearer Pondicherry; 
and K:'!narow believing the exaggerated accounts of their numbers, 
and being in v, am of ammunition, hurried back to protect the dif- 
tridls o f Verdachelum, which had been entruffed, not without pro­
fit, to his care ; from hence he fent his report and his fears to Co­
lonel hoote, with earneft requeft of reinforcements; and then, he 
Liu, he would march, and heat the Myforeans.

A  month before the rumours of thefe troops, tire forces which 
the My fore government maintained in Dindigul had commenced 
hoflilities againft the adjacent polygars depending on Tritchi- 
nopoly; and it was rejported that they intended to get pofleflion 
o f the pafs o f Nattam, which would p-eclucu, the immediate com­
munication between Tritchinopoly and JVlauu.... D.-‘ the M y­
foreans in thefe quarters had feveral times before attacked the p fi­
fed! on s of the Nabob, their prefent hoflilities had not led to any 
fufpicions o f the greater effort which Hyder A lly  was preparing 
againfl the Carnatic ; nor were they deemed of danger to require im­
mediate refiflance from this province: but Mahomed Ifloof Jcnt a - 
detachment from Tinivelly to Madura, from whence they were to take 
the field and enter the diftri&s of Dindigul; and the troops main­
tained by the Nabob for the prote&ion of the diftri&s of Tritchi­
nopoly, affembled at the pafs of Nattam, under the command of 
Huffain Cawn, who had ferved with the French at Terriore and 
Seringham until they retreated out o f thefe countries, when he 
offered his fervice to the Nabob, and was accepted.

T h e heats o f the feafon, fince the land-winds had let in in April, 
had this year been much more intenfe than ufual; and had ftruck 
ficknefs through the camp. Sixty Europeans had died, and 300 
were in the hofpital, and to preferve the reft from the lun, the day- 
duty of the line was done by the Sepoys. From the fame attention 
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'T „:zn> fifty o f the late deferters had been incorporated, and called the Free 
Company, under the command o f two French officers, brothers, 

June. o f th*e name o f Martin : like the French volunteers, they were
intended for the fervices of moft fatigue and danger, and were 
now employed, for the firft time. T h ey marched on the roth 
accompanied by 25 Coffrees, two companies o f Sepoys, 1000 black 
Forfe, and an iron gun with five European gunners, t̂o join ,vffi- 
narow at Villaporum ; as it was fuppofcd the U y .01 earn >oul 

attempt to pafs either by this place, or Tnvadi.
Although, no regular detachments had marched from 1 ondi- 

cberry, fmall parties to the amount o f 200 Europeans ha< palled 
at different times undifeovered to Gingee, and from vienee 
.roreeded to Thiagar, before the firft divifion o f Myforeans 
arrived there; but remained in order to accompany the main 
body to Pondicherry. Preparing for this important convoy and 
reinforcement, the garrifons both o f Thiagar and Gingee had 
colletfcd all the cattle which -lie inhabitants bad not driven out 
o f their reach: Vat tG  Myfore horfe in three days iwept a
rnuce -.eater number; but refufed to proceed with them, until 
folly apprized what interruption they were likely to meet m the 
wav ; and the French officers were afraid to tell them that they only

ran the ri fque o f more by this delay.
T h e  Martins arrived at Villaporum on the n t h ,  and heard no­

thin*-of Kiftnarow*; and the commandant o f Gingee, thinking he 
could cope with their detachment, marched from his forts With 100 
Europeans, feme Sepoys and black horfe. T h e  Martins, as w ell as
t h e  d e l e r t e r s  they commanded, behaved With much Ipuit m rheir 
new caufe, and repulfed their countrymen, who adted but faintly. 
Some o f  the French Sepoys were killed, and two Europeans, a Io -  
paze, and a Coffree, were made prilopert. ^

Notwithstanding this fuccefs and repeated mjnn£hons Kiftnarow 
ftill kept aloof; and, as it was fuppofed that the Myforeans alrear y 
arrived were the whole body, and would advance, accompanied 
by the Europeans from Thiagar, to which force that with the 
Martins althoughftrong, would in no wife have been equm,
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^ S ^ i c h n i e r t  fell (hunger was fent from the cam p: both when
joined would amount to 190 European infantry, 30 European hone, j imc, 
2 t  Coffrees, 600 Sepoys, and . 600 black horfe; and were to be 
■ commanded by major More, the fame who marched m January to 
Trinettv, and had lately been promoted front the ran.< Or captain

More Myforeans arriving, they called in their parties, and 
being joined by 40 or 50 of the French troops from Thiagar. 
appearto before Tricalore on the lo th ; but the Frenchmen 
having brought only two or three fmail field-pieces, and tie 
fort bring o f ftone, the Sepoys within, who were three good eom- 
0allies left there by Captain Airey, refufed to furrender; and 

' by--it, tire o f their muilcetry from the walls obliged the enemy to 
retire; who then went againflTritchi.mmgalum, a fort five miles to 
the eaft, where the garrifon, which was hkevvife o f Sepoys, took 
fright, and evacuated it on their approach. From tins place all 

■ the Myfore cavalry, now 1500, feto ftfo r Pondicherry, dnv.ng a 
multitude o f cattle, but unaccompanied by any troops on foot, even 
their own, that, it interrupted, the hone migm be hoc to twee then 
w ay, or retire. T he rule o f thefe countries .... ~  ~ »■ ’ been Ihlftcd 
to 'and fro by the fortune o f war, and they had fettered to ... ■ ri., 
as well from the ravages o f hoftffity, as the concufeons f  in  fettled 
government, that they regarded both the Englill, ..id  French at 
fcaft as tyrants, when not enemies; and, at tins time . t h e  renters 
and heads o f villages, not knowing how foon they ought have new . 
matters, gave no affitonce to Major Mote’ s detachment, who, d,l- 
tretted for provif.ons, and milled by falle intelligence, advanced from 
Villaporum towards Tricalore, where they papefted implies, and 
hoped to intercept the Myforeans in their rout; who had patted be­
fore to the fonth, by Ttivanelore, and arrived at Tnvad. on 
23d, where they halted the day. Mr. L ally ,
approach, had moved his whole M f y  from the b o m t d M ^  
to his former encampment at Penrnbe, in full fight • •

and then detached 5° ° f  llis “ '"‘ T  *  : k in
Myforeans on the toad. Colonel Coote received q , eh ndch
Ifoence of their arival at Trivadi, with an account of thc.r mu

' G°l%N\
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bers, and immediately fent out all the cavalry remaining in the 
'~T'V— ’ camp, which were 1000 black, and 80 European horfe : they were 

June. j ed by Vaflerot, but whilft proceeding freight towards Trivadi, the 
Myforeans filed off from thence along the Panar, until they reached 
the bounds o f Fort St. David, and then croffing the plain, and keep­
ing about a mile from the fea, came in towards the evening at 
Ariancopang, three miles in the rear o f the French camp at Perimbe. 
T h ey fet out from Trivadi, with 2000 head o f cattle, which re­
tarding their march, they left in different herds in various places, 
intending to return and bring them in by detachments; fo that only 
^00 bullocks arrived with them at the French camp.

T h e  day after, M r. L ally, in order to make proof o f their Vvice, 
advanced with them all, and the French European horfe, tow „ds 
the grand guard o f the Englifh cavalry, which was ported a mile and 
a half in front o f the camp. A ll, when at a proper diftance, fet 
o ff on the gallop, and furrounded the guard on every fide. Colonel 
Coote immediately pufhed to relieve them with the main body o f 
the cavalry, from the .amp * but before they came up, as thefe kind 
o f onlets are .,11- decided in a very few minutes, the whole 
g v -  J was diiperfed, and hurrying back to take fhelter with the 
main body. T h e Myforeans carried off 30 horfes belonging to the 
black cavalry, and feven to the huflars.

Enfign Turner, who commanded at Cuddalore, receiving intel­
ligence o f the cattle which had been left on the way,, went 
out with the Sepoys o f Ins garnfon, and in two or thiee days col­
lected and drove in 900 o f th em ; and none o f the rert got into 
Pondicherry.

T h e detachment o f Myforeans efcorted the officers appointed by 
Hyder A lly  to fettle the treaty and the plan o f operations with the 
French government. A  little before their arrival a report had been 
fpread, that orders were on the way recalling Mr. L ally  to France ; 
which the Myforeans hearing, infifted that Mr. Deleyrit, and all the 
members o f the Council, ffiould fign the treaty: had they re- 
fufed, no further afliftance was to be expeaed ; they therefore figned 
it, but at the fame time compofed a proteft, which they kept en­

tirely
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trfely feciet amongft themfelves, objecting more efpecially to the , 
monthly fum which the Myforeans were to receive as pay, to dif- ,  ̂
charge which no money exifted ; and that the territories ceded to them June* 
were of much more value than the indefinite fervices they were likely 
to perform. Neverthelefs this clandeftine difapprobation was unwor­
thy their office, being calculated to exempt themfelves from blame, and 
to exaggerate it on Mr. Lally, if  affairs lhould better with the aflifi­
ance of the Myforeans; at the fame time the apparent fan&ion evinced 
that the council law no immediate means fo likely to flop the progrefs 
o f t h ' Englifh fuccefles, which had taken every thing abroad but 
Thiagrr and Gingee, and were at this inftant menacing the capital, 
Pondicherry : fo that had the council meant lincerely, they only pro- 
mifed the half o f what they had loft, or never poflefled, to obtain the 
only chance o f gaining the other half, perhaps of preferving what, 
remained. T h e treaty was figned on the 27th, and on the 28th at 

• night all the Myforeans went away, promifing to return very foon 
with their whole force, and abunda>- re o f proviiions. The next day 
the French army retreated from Perimbil to the bound-hedge.

In this interval,, the fquadron had been joiucu t. • Jl"»ps of the 
line from England, the Norfolk o f 74, and the Panther of 64 guns, 
which anchored at Cuddalore on the 15th ; and a few days after one 
o f the Company’s fhips arrived from Tellicherry on the Malabar 
coaft, with a detachment o f 100 Europeans, and 122 Topafles, 
fent from that fettlement by order from Bombay. T h is, with the . 
detachment o f artillery which arrived a little before, would have been 
a great reinforcement at anytim e, but was. at this jun&ure more 
efpecially feafonable ; and thefe exertions did, honour to the councils 
o f  that Prefidency, which had hitherto been very cautious o f part­
ing with any part o f its force.

On the 30th, the day after the French army returned to their bounds, 
Celone! Coote detached the remainder o f the hufiars, who were 20,
500 black horfe, 50 European infantry, and four companies o f Sepoys, 
to Major Moore, that he might be ftrong enough to encounter the 
whole body o f the Myforeans in their approach to Pondicherry.

T his officer had been joined, at Tricalore on the 24th, by Kalina-
4 I W »
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176*0. rot*, with 500 horfe, and as many Sepoys. T h ey proceeded againft 
— t Tricliimungalum, which furrendered after a fhort refinance on the

Jul'>‘ a6th. T h e garrilon were a ferjeant, another European, and 180
“Sepoys, with a much greater ftore o f ammunition than their num­
ber required. T h ey had rolleded 900 head o f cattle in the tort, 
and a large quantity o f grain in the town. Major Moore was 
.again milled by his intelligence, and the party o f M y l'o re an s return­
ing from Pondicherry to Thiagar palled again out o f nis reach.

Air. L ally  determined to nique nothing before the mam body 
o f  the Myforeans arrived; and his troops were too ftronglv polled 
in front of, and within, the bound-hedge, to be attacked by foice, 
which exceeded them fo little as the Englilh army, fmee che 
detachments it had lately feat abroad. So that both armies con­
curring in the fame caution, in expectation o f the lame event, 
nothing o f any moment paiTed between them for twenty days. Co­
lonel Coote, in this interval, went to Madrafs. He left the camp 
on the 6th o f July, and return jd on the 14th. The next day he 
received intelligence from Major Moore, that the Myforeans were 
fet our f-oin 1 In agar, with a very large convoy o f provifions. This 
intelligence was confirmed the next day, with their route ; and at 
three the next morning, which was the 17th, the van divifion o f 
the army under Colonel Monfon moved, and took pofleffiaa o f 
Perimbe, which is the ground under the point o f the red-hill direftly 
oppofite ’to Villenore. T h e  reft o f the army came up before day­
light ; a party was immediately detached to take pofleffion of the 
pettah o f Villenore, and make preparations for batteries ; another 
deftroyed a redoubt on the hill over Perimbe, which the enemy had 
lately erefte d, in the fpot where they before had railed the barracks for 
their cavalry, which Colonel Coote had burnt on his firft excurfion 
to reconnoitre this ground from Pcrmacoil. T h e diftance acrofs, from 
the Red-hill to the fort o f  Villenore and the river o f Ariancopang, 
is little more than a mile, and the army paffeflM the whole fpace 
in polls and enclofures, which could not be attacked m front to- 
wards Pondicherry without great difadvantage ; and nothing was 
apprehended in  the rear, although the Myforeans were cornm g; for 

2
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they, it was not doubted, would, as before, endeavour to join the 1760. 
i'rench army, by avoiding the Englilh. '̂ july. *

On this day, the 17th, the troops with Majoi Moore, and the 
v rhole body of the Myforeans, advancing by different louts, ailived 
nearly at the fame hour, in light of Trivadi. W ith Moore were 
180 European infantry, 30 Coffiees, and 50 hufl'ars, and together 
with Kiffnarow’s the black horfe were 1600, and the Sepoys n o o .
The Myforeans were 4000 horfe well mounted, 1000 Sepoys, and 
200 Europeans, or Topafles of the French army, of whom a 
part managed eight pieces of cannon. At this time, when the 
Englilh mops had been fo long accuftomed to fuccefs, it was lap- 
pofed, that the force with Major Moore, notwithhanding the ine­
quality o f numbers, might have hood at lead an obftinate brunt; 
but it happened otherwife; for by fome milchance or milconduct 
o f which no certain account has ever been given, they were totally 

' routed. The black horfe and Sepoys, who it is laid firft gave >vay,„ 
difperfed on every fide; five and twenty of the huliars were cut to 
pieces, and mold of the reft were wounded; they were the only 
part which behaved with firmnefs, fighting after they were deferted 
by the European infantry, who retreated in great hurry and y.d- 
order to the fort of Trivadi, which they gained with the lofs of 
15 killed and 40 wounded.

The news of this misfortune reached Colonel Coote the next day, 
and encreafed his anxiety to get polfefllon of Villenore ;^for it 
was not doubted that Mr. Tally, as loon as joined by the Ivfjlo* 
reaiis, would make every effort to fave this place.

The left of the Englilh encampment was at the foot of the hill 
o f Perimbe, and it extended 1 500 yards to the right, acrols the 
plain towards Villenore. Through the center of the camp palfed a 
road (T.iftft as all the others on the plain above the common level 
o f ihe ground, and) with a row of trees on each fide. This avenue, 
comes almoft in a {freight line from a redoubt in the bonnd-h^dge, 
called the Villenore; but receives its name from the village of 
Ouglaree, through which it pafteth about half-way between t le 
bound-hedge and the hill o f Perimbe. At a thouland yards in rant



n

17^0; o f the Englilh encampment, and 2000 from the bound-hedge, 
'— r-^ another avenue called the Villenore, ftrikes off from the avenue 

o f Oulgaree, on the left as you come from the bound-hedge, 
on the right, i f  looking from the camp. T lie \ illenore, atter 
continuing 400 yards at a light angle from the Oulgaree, turns 
nearly at another right angle, and leads {freight weft, and parallel 
to the other avenue; but ceafes midway in the plain between Pe- 
rimbe, and the fort o f Villenore, which Colonel Coote was pre­
paring to attack, and which muft always be diftinguiftied, in con- 
fidcring our narrative, from the redoubt o f tne fame name in the 
bound-hedge : the Villenore avenue, towards its termination ' overed 
the right flank o f the Englifh camp. From a redoubt in the bound- 
hedge, at 1000 yards to the bright o f the avenue of Oulgaree, com- 
rnenceth another avenue, called as well as the redoubt itlelf the 
Valdore : this avenue continues only 1000 yards (freight to the weft, 
when, flopped by the oppofition of the Red-hill, it inclines in 
another {freight line to the left, until it has verged within 300 yards 
o f the avenue o f Oulgaree, which it then joins in another {freight 
line, and at a right angle on the right, exaftly facing the juiiaion 
o f the Villenore avenue'on the other fide the road, fo that both to­
gether interfered the avenue o f Oulgaree at right angles in the fame 
point. It was along the Valdore avenue, that Colonel Coote, with 
his cavalry, followed the French troops, when they retreated before 
him on the 7th of March, the firft time he went to reconnoitre the 
ground about Pondicherry. Exafrly oppofite to the fecond angle 
o f the Valdore avenue, as you come from the bound-hedge, and 
the fv ft if  you are going to it from die avenue o f Oulgaree, {lands 
a. hillock, the higheft, and the only confpicuous one on the plain, 
detached from the Red-hill ; from the outward ridge o f which this 
hillock is about 300 yards diftant: thus fituated, it 'pmmanded 
in flank the third or laft, and in flant the middle or fecond tu. a- 
ing of the Valdore avenue. Colonel Coote, having confident 
all the ground we have deferibed, fortified the hillock with a 
ctofed redoubt of three guns, threw up a retrenchment of three 
guns acrofs the avenue o f Oulgaree, 150 yards in front o f the

fpot .
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lpot where it is joined by the two others, and raifed another 1760. 
acrofs the Villenore avenue. Both retrenchments, and the re- 1— '■ — * 
doubt on the hillock, lay nearly in the fame line in front o f the 
camp, which the hill o f Perimbe defended on the le f t ; on the 
right, the plain on the other fide o f the Villenore avenue was open 
and paffable to cannon and cavalry, even to the rear o f the camp.
But this approach would now be protefled by the troops ftationed 
in the villages under Villenore, and employed in the attack o f this 
fort. A ll the three works were finifhed between the night o f the 
x 7th and the morning o f the 1 9th. This difpofition was deviled 
with much fcience ; for every thing was obviated which might 
produce a general difafter, if  the troops Ihould be compelled to quit 
the attack of Villenore, of which the fuccels was fcarcelv probable, 
if  the enemy, as might be expefted, rifqued boldly for its fafety.

A  thirteen-inch mortar, fent from Madrafs, and landed at Cudda- 
lore, arrived in campon the 19th, and was immediately planted to 
bombard the fort ; but the fhells fent with it were too fmall, and 
would not take any certain range, and heavy rains prevented any 
work at the batteries during the night.

T h e next morning the French army, not yet joined by the whole 
body o f Myforeans, appeared advancing along the river o f Arian- 
copang, as if  they intended to attack the detachmments ftationed 
to guard the batteries ; on which Colonel Coote marched from 
the right of the camp with the two battalions of the Company’s 
troops, and half the horfe and Sepoys to meet the enemy, who 
halted, and began to cannonade; during which Draper’s and 
Cootc’s regiments with the reft: o f the black troops, by previous 
difpofition, marched from the left o f the camp along the foot o f the 
Red Hill, ?■  h they intended to ftorm the redoubts of the bound- 
h°dge, and get into the rear o f the enemy’s army. Mr. Tally be­
hoved this feigned intention to be real, and immediately retreated 
to his former ftations ; a few of the Englifh cavalry and Sepoys 
were wounded. In the evening the Myforeans arrived Irom Trivadi 
with 3000 bullocks, carrying their baggage, and drawing their ar­
tillery, and 3000 more laden with rice, and other proviiions; tin 
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>700- French detachments from Thiagar and Gingee accompanied them :
'"jTl— ' Came rA uurno ê^ec*» as before, by Ariancopang, and their

arrival was complimented with a long falute o f cannon. In the 
evening the guards before Yillenore were reinforced, and double 
diligence employed through the nights at the batteries.

T h e fori of Villenore was a circle 50 yards in diameter within the 
wall ; it was furrounded by a ditch, a covered wav, and a glacis 
cut in angles, as a liar. T he rampart was a conftruftion o f mafonry, 
divided into ten lodgements, or chambers, which were arched, 
the vaults bomb-proof, and the interilices at top were filled up 
to an equal level, which formed the terrace on which tne can­
non were mounted. Each of the chambers was likewife opened' 
through the outfide o f the wall in cafements intended for can­
non, but none were mounted in them. The breadth o f the ram­
part, which was the length o f the chambers, was 30 feet, and 
reduced the area within to a final! pentagon, which in no direction 
was more than 45 f  a  over ; fo that if  the chambers had not been 
bomb-proof, the place could not have flood an hour again ft this kind 
of artillery. T w o villages lay near the fort, one direftly north, the 
other to the north-eaft. They were about 200 yards from each 
other, and both were occupied by «fhe Englifh troops. The paflage 
through the glacis to the fort was {freight, and nothing obftrufted 
the view quite up to the foot of the wall but the barrier gate, and 
the draw-bridge, when up ; neither o f which could refill a fh ot; 
invert k IcI-., the Ficnch had ncglcfted to cover this opening by a 
tiavail., ciihci in f  <>nt or behind the paflage. The advantage was 
taken, and.a battery of two eighteen-pounders was erefted between 
the two villages, to breach through the opening: another o f the 
fame force was crofted in tin- village to the north, a  ’ fVoy the pa­
rapet, and take in m arie the part intended to he breached.

B ali batteries wau-d with 1 he day on the j6th. At nine o’clock 
the French army, with all the Myforeans, horfe and foot, ap­
proach.-d along tin bank of the river o f Ariancopang. Some o f the 
black horfe and Scpo)«, with three field-pieces, were lent from the 
Engl:fti camp, to flop their advanced parties, whilft the line got

under
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under arms ; and as foon as they were in motion, a detachment o f i ;6o.
Europeans, with four field-pieces, filed oil* from the right to mi,Uoice ^  
the villages o f ViLlenore. Bv this time the batteries there had beat 
down the parapet, and filenced the enemy’s fire from the fort, when 
two companies o f Sepoys let-off on tne full run, ana polled tnan- 
felves under the brick facing of the covered way, in a hollow, where 
the earth had not been filled up, as in other parts, to the cieft of 
the glacis; fame, more adventurous, jumped over the wall. Still 
the garrifon had nothing to fear ; for the Sepoys had a ditch to pills, 
and a very imperfect breach to mount : but the commanding officer 
held out a flag of truce, and opened the gate to a detachment ol 
Europeans, who haftened up on the firlf fight ol the flag. 1' hey 
immediately raifed the Englilh colours on the rampart, and turned 
the guns agninft the French and Myforeans, who were advanced 
along the river-fide within the random reach of cannon-(hot.  ̂ * he 
change was received with the curies of every '.i-a in the hrciu h 
army. A ll the lines flopped involuntarily, and at once, fliickcn by 
horror ; and Mr. L ally, more confounded than any, immediately 
ordered the whole to retreat under the guns of Ariancopang. There 
were in the fort 30 Europeans, 12 Coffrees, and eight pieces of can­
non on the ramparts, which might have held out two days longer, 
before the Englilh would have ventured to florm ; and ten minute:, 
more in the prefent hour would have brought on a general engage­
ment to decide its fate. O f all his fuccefles, Colonel Coote deemed 
this the m o l fortunate, becaufe leaft exposed. Neverthelefs, he 
haa exerted much ability to place the army in a fituation to make, 
the attack in fight of the enemy’s, and, if  it failed, have nothing 
unequal to apprehend.

The firfl o f the Myforeans in the province had alarmed
t1 rrendency of Madrafs, as much as it furprized tlie at my , lo i, 
icfides the interruption they might give to the fuecels of the war,
-he Nabob’s revenues were lofl wherever their parties appeared ; and,
.eiS horie, they might in the back country extend their ravages fron? 
Tritchinopoly to A rco t: and this detriment was the more dreaded, 
becaufe the company in England, relying on the trealures of Bengal,
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1760. had determined to fend no bullion to any of their fettltments in 
lj“ ^— J India, and the Prefidency o f Bengal had conlumed all their incomes, 

and were borrowing money. It was therefore propofed to the 
Nabob, who was at Madrafs, to march with what troops had ac­
companied him thither, fupported by a detachment o f Europeans 
from the garrifon, in order to protect the countries between Gingee 
and Trinomaly, and all behind them to Arcot. Captain Richard 
Smith, at Tritchinopoly, as loon as he had acquired intelligence o f 
the ftrength and intentions o f the Myforeans which were come into 
the Carnatic, propofed the expediency of a diverfion, by marching 
with a force from his garrifon, and attacking the diftri&s of iVfyfore, 
which coniine on the w'eftward to thofe o f Tritchinopoly, whilft • 
the troops ordered by Mahomed Ifloof from Madura, fhould keep the 
Myforeans o f Dindigul at bay. T h e idea was approved as the mod 
probable refource ; lie was ordered to carry it into execution, and 
Tanjore and IV :. hi man were requeued to give him what afliftance 
he might require.

The Nabpb marched from Madrafs on the 3d o f July, and on the 
7th he arrived at Vandivafh; after loitering there fome days, lie 
fuddenly changed his mind from keeping the field againfl the M y­
foreans, and went away to make his entrance into his capital o f 
A rcot; but left 700 o f his horfc, and 500 o f his Sepoys, with his 
brother Maphuze Khan, who on the 22d came with them to the 
army ... iVrimbe. The day after Colonel Coote, with all the cavalry 
ot the army, a great part of the Sepoys, feveral field-pieces, an 
tighter,11-poundcr on a field-carriage, but without any European in­
fantry, advanced towards the bound-hedge. This defiance as it were 
of meeting the Myforeans with equal arms could not provoke them 
to come out and try their flrength ; but the mfantry ad­
vanced, and cannonaoed from feven pieces o f cannon, whicn on’ r 
wounded two European gunners.

The next morning, the 24th, on intelligence that a large body 
of the Myforeans intended to march that night to the weftward t . 
rfeort provifions, Major Monfon was detached, with all the black 
cavalry, fix companies o f Sepoys, and two field-pieces, to take port

at

‘ GOl̂ \



T he  M y s o r e a n s .

at Vaklore, near which, it was fuppofed, the Myforeans would re- 1760. 
turn ; but only a few were gone out, who halted at Rangapillah’s 
choultry on the fea fhore, fix miles to the north of the bound- 
nedge, where they were joined on the 26th by the large body from 
Pondicherry, of whicli intelligence had been given on the 24th.
A ll went on to Permacoil; Major Moufon followed them on the 
27th, and arrived on the 28th, when none were remaining there.
In the mean time, Lieutenant Eifer had been detached from the 
camp on the 26th, with 400 Sepoys, 30 Europeans, and a hundred 
black horfe, the beft in the army, to proceed from Rangapillah’s 
choultry along the fea-fiiore, whilft Major Monfon was endea­
vouring to come up with them on the other fide; but they had rtruck 
off in feveral parties, l'ome towards Gingee, others to tne north­
ward, fpreading to colleft cattle, and deftroying whatfoever elfe be­
longed to the inhabitants, who, as their ground now fupplied the 
Englilh army with provilions, were every where con hatred by the 
French as enemies. One of thefe parties went to Allamparvah, 
where they plundered the pettah, and took a lieutenant, who w;..-; 
fick, and chancing to be taking the air, having Riot him through 
the back as he was endeavouring to efcape in his palankin ; how­
ever, the cannon of the fort drove the party away, and, as they were 
returning along the fiiore towards Pondicherry, they fell unawares 
acrofs Eifer’s detachment, by whom they were intirely routed, and 
30 of their horfe furrendered to him, with which he returned to 
the camp in the evening, where major Monfon’s divilion likewife 
rejoined the fame day ; for the whole cavalry of the camp had 
marched in thefe two divifions.

The laft day of the month brought the welcome arrival o f five 
o f the comf.,,^ s mips from England in the Road of Cuddalore : 
an 1 cwo uays after came in another, which had Separated from them.
'T iere were on board of the fix, 600 men drafted from regiments 
in England, to replace the deficiences which might have happened 
in Draper’s and Coote’s.

On the 3d of Auguft, the free company of Frenchmen were ti nt Augu.t. 
to get in the rear of one of the enemy’s advanced ports, which lay
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: j6o. *m th VaU’ re road, about half a mile from the bound-hedge. They 
inarched along the fkirts o f the Red-hill, and, coming by furprize, 

° ’ killed and wounded feveral, and drove the reft to the bound-hedge.
The Myforeans, according to their contract, had delivered all the 

provifions they brought into the magazines o f Pondicherry, where 
they were carefully ftored for future need. The pqrfuit o f Monfon, 
and the fuccds of Eifer, deterred them from going out again in 
large detachments, and although the English army could not cover 
the ground fufficiently to prevent lmall parties from getting back, 
with a few head of cattle or other provifions, yet all theft fupplies 
were unequal to the daily confumption o f 10,000 mouths; for, with 
their followers, the Myforc army amounted to this multitude; and 
in a few days rice began to fell in their camp at the rate of two 
pounds for a rupee. This diftrefs, the con ft ant fatigue and rifque 
ncceflary to red refs it, and their convictions of the fuperiority of die 
Englilh army, r.o well by the lofs o f Villenore, as the caution of the 
French to rifque an engagement fince that event, made them weary 
o f their expedition and alliance; and their Sepoys, forefeeing lefs 
likelihood of retreating with fafety than the horfe, began to deftrt in 
numbers every day.

The garrifon o f Gingee had colledcd 2000 carriage bullocks, and 
rice to load on them, and, with various parties which had get out 
from Pondicherry, 150 Europeans of the infantry, and 100 o f the 
cavalry, were waiting there to efcort this train, expecting to be 
joined by the My fore horfe; who were by this time determined 
to go away to Thiagar, and return no m ore; on which, 50 more 
Europeans, with three companies of Sepoys, were detached from 
Pondicherry, to reinforce the convoy. Colonel Coote took meafures 
to prevent its arrival. Some Sepoys patrolad aT ,^  .1 e fea-fhore, as 
far as Rangapillaliks choultry ; from Alamparvah, Martin, wn!' the 
free company, four of Sepoys, and three field-pieces, marched m 
the 12th, to lie between Valdorc and Permacoil, and were rein­
forced the next day by 50 huflars with Lieutenant Kircher. W hilft 
theft parties were on the north and n . wr, Enfign Turner marched 
from Cuddalore to Trivadi, with the feven companies o f Sepoys

belong-
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belonging to that garrifon, in which Major Monfon remained 1760. 
with the troops juft arrived from England : fo that the outlets to 
the s. w . and s. were equally well guarded, and tire main body of 
the army lying between Villenore and the Red-hill utterly pre­
cluded the paflage to or from the weft. The convoy from Gingee 
were expe&ed to let out on the 12th, but did not until the evening 
o f the 13th; intelligence of which was foon after brought to Colo­
nel Coote, who went off at 11 at night, with all the black cavalry,
200 Europeans, the hundred Topafles from Bombay, and two field- 
pieces, and proceeded towards Killenore. The fame night the 
greateft pa.t o f the M y fore horfe, decamped from the glacis of 
Pondicherry, and marching fall: fell in when it was deep dark 
w.;th Martin and Kircher, who, charging them unexpectedly met 
no refiftance, killed 40, took 200 of their horfe, and 900 bullocks, 
laden with their baggage. At day-break Colonel Coote came up 
with his party, when all the Myforeans were i>ot yet out of 
figh t: they were retreating in broken partic m the weft-ward*
Colonel Coote divided his force in„purfuit o f them, which returned 
the fame day with many more bullocks and two European prisoners.
One divifion of the Myforeans efcaped both the encounter and pur- 
fuit. They were at fome diftance in the rear, when the front was 
flopped, on which they immediately turned back, and palling as 
they had come at the back of the Red-hill, and by the fea Ihore, re­
gained the bounds of Pondicherry.

Notwithstanding this rout, it was ftill confideud as doubtful, 
whether the Myforeans might not join and return with the convoy 
waiting at Gingee : and to prevent the continual fatigue of detach­
ments marching from the camp on every report, to watch and in­
tercept their it was determined to port a force fufficient
to copr . them feparatc from the main body of the army, which 
cor .mued at Perimbe. The detachment which had accompanied the 
Nabob from Madrafs, when it was fuppfed he intended to keep 
the field towards Trinomaly, advanced from Vandivnlh ; and on the 
19th encamped at Ratlagramon, a town under the hills to the eaft
o f Gingee, and ten miles north of Valdore; a ftation which the 
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1 760. convoy could not avoid without much circuit and trouble. The 

detachment was immediately joined by another from the camp, 
when the whole.amounted to 200 European toot, 50 Coffrees, 500 
Sepoys, 50 European horfe, huffars, and 500 black horfe ; they 
were commanded by Captain Prefton.

The 500 Myforeans which had returned to Pondicherry were afraid 
to venture out again in a body, but in every o f the fuccceding nights 
fent off fmall parties, which palled undifeovered. T o  flop thofe 
which remained, two companies o f Sepoys, with 100 of the black 
horfe, were detached. jyith Enfign Meredith, and took poll at Ran- 
gapillah’s choultry. Another detachment of Sepoys marched the 
lame day from the camp in queff o f  a party of Europeans which 
had marched the night before from Pondicherry for Gingce, but 
only brought back four, whom they had picked up lagging on the 
road with fatigue. Early the next morning, a ffrong detachment 
from the bounds attacked the poll at Ranganillah’s choultry, and 
obliged the party A  to to retreat. On the firff notice, two compa­
nies o f Sepoys, and ad the grand guard o f cavalry, marched to fuf- 
tain them, and the enemy retired on their appearance.

In two or three nights more, all the Myforeans who had returned 
to Pondicherry were gone, and all their parties had efcaped without 
interruption. News was received at this time that their main body, 
which had aflembled at Thiagar, were marched from thence 
to attack Trinom aly; it was therefore concluded, that they would 
make no farthei efforts of confequence to fuccour Pondicherry with 
providing ; and in this perfualion, the Prefidency refutned the in­
tention of blockading Pondicherry by fea and land; and the Go­
vernor Mr. Pigot came from Madrafs to confer with Admiral Stevens 
and Colonel Coote on the means.

T h e ground between Villenore and Perimbe was the u .A which 
the Englifh army could continue, whilft the Myfbrean.. rema ned 
with the French ; for it p dented a narrow front, was o f hazardous 
approaci , afforded fcveral flrong poffs, and was centrically iituated 
for the expedition o f detachments to intcrnipt any whicji might be 
fent from, or corning to the enemy’s camp. But this htuation did 
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not fully anfwer the purpofe o f a blockade, which was to reduce 1760. 
the town by famine; for, being five miles diflant, the army was 
not fdficient to form a chain of polls in a curve of 15 miles from 
the fea-fhore on the north to the fea-fhore on the fouth of the 
town, clofe, or in all parts ftreng enough, to intercept every 
thing. The bound-hedge of Pondicherry fvveeps from the north 
to the s. E. of the town, where it eeafes on the bank of the river 
o f Ariancoping, which, in two arms, with an ifland between them, 
fupplies the reft o f the barrier to the loath of the town. The 
area included l y  the hedge with the arms of the river, corn- 
prizes nearly feven fquare miles. This ground afforded pafture for 
a number o f cattle, which, if  unmoleft'ed, might, whilft the 
Englilh army remained at their prelent diftance, fiipply .he troops 
and inhabitants with proviftons for fcveral months ; and the daily 
eonfumption might be replaced by fmali convoys from w ithout; fo 
that the enemy could not be leverejy diftrefled, until pent within 
the bound-hedge, when its redoubts and otb-n itations in polf if  on 
o f the Englilh, would fuller nothing to remain abroad beyond the 
foot of the glacis, and even there not in quiet. Thefe polls would 
likewile obflrudt the introdliflion of fupplies in the whole extent of 
the hedge, and the prefent flock would remain the principal reliance, 
until the French army fhould be fuffieiently reinforced to rcco\ er 
them ; but flow that the Myloreans w.ere gone, improbability re­
mained o f any troops coming to the fuccour of the town, excepting 
from the fea. Neverthelefs-the Englilh force was not yet fuffieiently 
l’uperior, even i f  in poffeffion of the bound-hedge, to open trenches 
againft the tow n ; and if  it had, the preparation, embarkation, 
and traufport o f the artillery and (lores, which were all to come 
from M adrafy .uu.J not be accomplilhed before the letting-in 
o f ‘•'.e nibnloou, which at fartheft might be expected in the middle 
o f  Oclober. If the French fleet appeared before this time, the illiic 
o f  the fight at fea would determine the future fucccis o f the fiege ; 
if  not, their delay rnuft arife from the want o f force to cope with 
Mr. Stevens’ s fquadron; and in this cafe, it wafcfcarcely to he doubted 
that Angle (hips, or more, would at any rifque venture with relief 
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1 760. m the height o f the ftormy weather, in expedition that the Englirti 
'-7-'-'—7* fquadron would have left the coaft to avoid it, as they had done 
"  ̂ ' during every monfoon for the laft five years. Thus it became n o  

ceffary to get pofleffion of the bound-hedge and its redoubts w ith­
out delay ; and then that the fquadron fhould continue in fight of 
Pondicherry through the monfoon, in order to intercept whatfoever 
fifips might be coming either with troops or provifions: but, pre­
vious to the attack of the hedge, Colonel Coote thought it necefiary 
to reduce the fort of Ariancopang, which Handing on the fouth fide 
o f the river, almort oppofite, although at fome diftance from the 
termination of the hedge on the other bank, commanoed all the 
ground between, as well as in front down to the ft rand of the fea ; 
fo that from the garrifon of the town on the one hand, and the 
fort on the other, this quarter of the circumvallation, fuppofing 
the hedge to be taken, could not be completed without more force 
than the army could fparc from other parts ; and even then the ports 
ertablifhed on this fid” would be continually expofed to dangerous 
attacks; in the mean time, this extent of ground would remain 
open for the introduction of convoys; which, detachments from 
the fort o f Ariancopang, if  taken, might eafily intercept. The 
force of the Englifh army before the town, exclufive o f garrifons 
and detachments, was 2000 Europeans, and 6000 natives, either 
horfc or Sepoys. I f  Ariancopang were attacked by a detachment, 
the number requifite, of 800 Europeans, would leave the main 
body fcarcely a match for the whole o f the enemy’s force, if  col­
lected to attack them, who doubtlefs would make the effort. I f  
Ariancopang were inverted by thewholc army, they muft move from 
the advantageous ground between Villenore and Perimbe, which 
would leave all to the north o f Pondicherry o; and admit the 
French army then to detach a force, which, joined with the party 
already at Gin gee, would he able to drive Prerton from Ractlagraiv 
moa, and bring in, i f  not the whole, at lead: a confiderable part 
o f t h  convoy collided there. Thefe grounds and circumftances Mr. 
Pigot rt-prefeuted in a memorial to Admiral Stevens, and, in con- 
Pr.uence of them, requefted that he would land all the marines of
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the fquadron, to enable the army to attack Ariancopnng, and take 1760. 
pofleffion of the bound-hedge ; and that he would determine to re- 
main on the coaft with the whole fquadron, through the monloon.
Mr. Stevens-was very loth to deprive his fhiips of iv.eir marines dur­
ing the expectation of an engagement with the enemy’s fquadron, 
but at length acquiefced to the neceffity and importance of the fer- 
vice they might render on fhore; and promifed without hefitation 
that his fquadron fhould not quit the coaft until compelled by irre- 
ftftibie neceflity. Accordingly, the marines were landed at Cudda- 
lore on the 27th ; they were, including officers, 422 Europeans.

T he Myforeans, as foon as they arrived before Trmoinaly, made 
an attack on the pettah, in which they were repulfed with the lofs 
o f fifty or fixty men : but continued to inveft the place. Captain 
Prefton, on intelligence of their intention, font oft on the 22d two 
companies of Sepoys from Ratlagrammon, who, by bye ways in the 
mountain, got iuto the fort on the 26th ; and the day after, the 
enemy in greater force than before made another aflault, in which 
they were again beaten off, with the lots of lixty men, and an of­
ficer of diftinClion ; the garrifon fallied as they retreated, and obliged 
them to abandon two field-pieces, which they had brought up and 
ufed in the attack. The whole railed the liege immediately, and re­
turned to Thingar.

T w o hundred Europeans, with fome Sepoys, and two guns, 
marching round the Red-hill, in the night of tlv- 23d, c-feaped the. 
interruption of the Englith guards, and arrived the next day at 
Gingee ; from whence they fet out again in different parties, efcort- 
ing 2000 bullocks loaded with provifions ; o f which lome were dil • 
perfed by Prefton as they-were coming out of the h ills ; and 30:1 
were taken, when advanced within a few miles o f the Englifh camp,
Vy a detachment o f Sepoys and black horfc, fent out to look for 
them ; and none got into Pondicherry: but as all that had been 
attacked had been met in the night, the efcorts regained Gingee with 
vrry little lofs. Three or four thou 1arid more bullocks were readv to 
be fubftituted as the convoys fent might tail, and it was now dc-n-r- 
mined to fend the whole of this collection together, under the
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1760. RrongeR efcort that could be rifqued abroad : accordingly Mr. Lally 
detached 100 of the French cavalry and leveral more companies of 

/Vjguft’ Sepoys from Pondicherry, to join the troops already at Gingee ;
fo that one third of his whole force was now employed in this 
hr vice; and he had by much follicitation, and by inducements 
o f which we are ignorant, prevailed on the AI\foieans to fend back 
800 of their horfe to Gingee, who were likewife to accompany the 
convoy ; and this body of horfe arrived there at the fame time as 
the laid detachment from Pondicherry. Intelligence was received 
on the acth, that the convoy with the whole efcort intended to 
fet out from Gingee in the enfuing night; on which, dilpofitions
were made to oppofe their paflage.

T he whole of the Red-hill is interfered by winding dales, in 
which troops may march unperceived until met within them, or dil- 
covered from the rifing grounds above : in the middle of the gene­
ral plot of the Red-hill, Rands 011c eminence higher than any of 
the others, and called from the trees it bears, the Tamarind grove : 
this hillock has dales on each fide of it, which join with others, 
leading from the plain of the country on the outfide of the Red-hill 
to the°N.w. at the fart heft diftance from the Englifh camp, from 
the left o f which fhouldered under the extremity of the Red-hill at 
Perimbe, the Tamarind grove was two miles to the N. e . and it was 
three to the N. w . of Pondicherry. This filiation being central for 
the interruption of t roops marching through the dales of the Red-hill,, 
cither to or from Pondicherry, Colonel Coote, who, by his continual 
cxcurfions, knew ail the ground in the adjacencies of his camp, or­
dered a redoubt to be railed there, which w as finiflied in the day. Left 
the convoy fhouUI attempt to make their way to the fouth of the 
liver o f A ri an copang, the whole body of marines, which were Rill 
remaining at Cuddalcre, were ordered to march fome miles from 
thence along the river Paliar, and to advance fix companies of Se­
rov, beyond them towards Trivadi; wliilR fcouts from the camp 
patroled between the two rivers: and, to watch the convoy if  com- 
jnlr by the. direct road from the weft, feyeral companies o f Sepoys 
from Valdore proceeded along it towards Gingee. I he convoy let

7 ou£

M.

T he W ar of C o r o m a n d e l . Book X ^ L



out from hence on the fcpth, the clay appointed ; hut Captain Prefton 1760. 
having two days before taken a mud fort, called J’ enamalee, fituated 
at the opening of the hills, polled a flrong guard there, which the 
enemy miftaking for the whole of his force, retired again, and after­
wards hearing of the difpolitions made from the Englilh camp, re- 
folvecl to proceed as before in feparate troops.

On the 2d of September arrived at Cuddalore three of the King's 
fhips, convoying feveral o f the Company’s from England. O f  the 
men o f war two were the America, and Medway, each of 60 guns, 
which compleated the fquadron before Pondicherry to 17 tail or 
the line. In the Company’s Ihips were part o f a Highland regiment,
Supplied by the government, in addition to the troops it had already 
fent to India. Thele mighty aids wknefled in this quarter of the 
globe, as equal efforts, wherefofcver neceflary, in every other, the 
fuperior energy of that mind, who poffering equally the confidence 
o f his fovereign and the nation, conductwt the arduous and exten- 
fiv. war in which they were engaged agailrfl. their great and only 
rival.

T he fame evening Colonel Coote ordered 400 men to march and 
invert the fort o f Ariancopang ; but Colonel Mon fop, the next in com­
mand, did not approve the operation, although it had been pleaded to 
Admiral Stevens, as the p incipal inducement to land the marines of 
the fquadron : and Colonel Coote, not to difguft pertinacity, when 
concurrence was fo neceflary, countermanded the detachment. -

Mr. Tally received information, that the detachment had been 
paraded, and fufpe&ed the ierviee for which it had been intended.
Such a proof of the opinion which the Englilh army entertained o f 
their own fuperiority, convinced him that it would loon be followed 
by fome real blow of equal detriment, if  they were not immediate­
ly  convinced, that his own was capable of more than acting on the 
d ef niive. H reiolved to attack their camp by iurprize on the 
night of the 4th, and his difpolitions w ere  made with much Ikil.l

and l'agacky.
In the tliree fliips at anchor before the town, were 150 European

mariners; they were all landed, and L a tears fent on board. Thele
Euro-
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i-vcio. ‘Europeans, with ionic Sepoys, were allotted to guard the redoubts 
'— *— ' in the bound-hedge, that all the regular European military might 

tr* forve in the intended attacks, excepting the artillery men, who 
were diftributed on the ramparts of the town, and in the out-pofts 
which mounted cannon. By the detachments lately fent abroad, 
the whole force that could march on the prelent fervice were 1400 
European infantry, 100 European horfe, and 900 Sepoys. The 
battalion o f India and the volunteers of Bourbon, amounting to.
500 rank and file, had for fome days been encamped under the fort 
of -\ liincopang; the Portuguese company, which was likewife 
called the company of Jefus, and had a Jefuit at their head, with 
lb me Sepoys, were .quartered in the Company’s gardens, fituated 
within the. bound-hedge in the road toward* the Valdore redoubt; 
the regiments of Lorrain and-Tally, 500 men, the marines o f the 
iquulron, 200, and 500 Sepoys, were in che town ; the horfe Were 
dilfributed in different patroles. The gates of the town were Unit 
early, and opened again at ten at night ; and although Colonel 
Coote entertained lpies and correfpondents in the town, not one of 
them acquired the leaf: furmife o f Mr. T ally’s intentions, or fuf- 
pefted any unufual operation.

The marines and Sepoys marched out o f the town in two parties, 
told off in equal numbers of each. They proceeded to the V al­
dore redoubt, and in the way the Portuguese company, with the 
Sepoys at the garden, fell into the rear and formed the third fiub- 
divifion of this line. Continuing in the avenues from the Valdore 
redoubt, the firft party loon turned to the right, to gain the 
Red-hill, and proceed in it to the attack of the Tamarind redoubt; 
in which, if  they lucceedcd, they were to march acrofs to the 
left and join the fecond; which followed them, and quitting 
the avenue likewife, were to advance along the foot o f fihe out­
ward ridge of the Red-hiU, until they had gained the flank of the 
Enghlh redoubt on the hillock in the plain, which they were then 
to bear down upon, and attack. The Portugueze and Sepoys, which 
were the third lub-divifion, were to proceed quite through the three 

2 lines
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Xx̂ 2j^|^/ o f the Valdore avenue, difperfmg what patroles and out-guards 1760. 
might be in the way, and to take port at the junction of this avenue g^abcr- 
with that of Oulgarry, where they were to wait the orders o f 
the officer who commanded the attack, which was to be made by 
the regiments of Lorrain and Lally. Thefe troops, in two di- 
vifions, marched from the town, and through the bound-hedge, 
along the avenue of Oulgarry, until they came to the head of this. 
village, where  ̂deep water-courfe eroded the avenue, and had a bridge 
over it, which was defended by a retrenchment with guns. Here 
Lorrain halted, whilft Lally’s regiment, quitting the avenue bv the 
left, marched outwards in the fields to fall on the right flank of the 
Englifh redoubt in this avenue; to which Lorrain was to advance 
ftreight along the avenue, and attack at the fame time. W hen car­
ried, the Portugueze company, with the Sepoys, which were the 
third fub-diviiion o f the attack to the right,, were to join, and, 
with Lorrain’s and Lally’s, proceed acrols on the left to attack the 
retrenchment in the Vilknore avenue which flood in the fame paral­
lel a s  that in the avenue of Oulgarry; but the Villenore retrench­
ment had on its left a large garden, called from its owner, Earth el- 
mi’s ; in which were likewife ported a rtrong guard with tome field- 
pieces. W hen this garden and retrenchment were carried, all the 
troops of this attack were to regulate themfelvvs by the fucccfs o f 
another attack on their left, which was to he made by the India,
Battalion and the volunteers of Bourbon. They were to march 
from the fort o f Ariancopang, acrofs the river* to the villages Un­
der the fort of Villenore; but were to leave two field-pieces on the 
plain in their way from the river, in order to fecure their retreat.
As foon as the firing became general, at the retrenchment in the 
Oulgarry road, the redoubt on the hillock, and the tamarind 
redoubt, thefe troops were to advance from the village in which they 
were halting, and proceed along a fhort. road which would bring 
them to the termination of the Villenore avenue, and exactly in the 
rear o f the right flank of the Englifh encampment; on winch 
they were to fall with the utmoft vigour, in full confidence, that
the other attacks would have thrown the whole camp into duordc r,

by



Sejnn!ub"r t0 'l t  icnt' L®%» with a guard of horfe, remained at the bridge 
o f Oulgarry: Caiculation had been made, when all the troops
would arrive within equal reach o f their rdpc&ive attacks, where 
they were to wait in filencc for the fignal o f two fky-rockets, which 
were to he thrown up at Oulgarry, when all were to advance to the 
attacks allotted them'.

'The (ky-rockets were ffiot off a little before midnight, and foon 
after the firing commenced nearly at the fame time, at the tama­
rind redoubt, the hillock, and at the retrenchment in the avenue o f  . 
Oulgarry. Tin attack at the tamarind redoubt Was rcpulfed ; but 
the redoubt on the hillock was carried ; the lieutenant o f the artil­
lery and three gunners were made priloners there, and the reft o f 
the guard driven out, nor did they rally ; which gave the enemy 
time to carry off a brafs three-pounder, deftroy the carriage of ano­
ther gun, Ipike up a third, and burn down the battery. A t the re­
trenchment in the Oulgarry road, the attack and defence were 
more fierce. Colonel Coote himlelf brought down troops to that 
in the ViJknore avenue and Barthclmi’s garden, and, inftead of 
wailing to be attacked, advanced acrofs to liiftain the other redoubt; 
again ft which Lorrain and L ally ’s perfifted until eight lergeants, be- 
fides common men, ot L ally ’s, were killed ; when the officers, hear­
ing no figiis o f the main attack on the right and rear o f the Englifh 
t amp, drew oft’. This divifion, by lbme unaccountable error, inftead of- 
advancing to tbi viliagts under the fort of Villenore, halted in ano- 
ther a mile to the lbuth of it, not far from the river, and in a line 
with the village o f Oulgarry At this erroneous diftance, they 
had not time, after the Iky-rockets were fired, to reach the ground 
of their attack, before the three others were either repul feel or cealed. 
T hey were ltd by D ’Haramhure, who had always behaved hitherto 
nil!i gallantry, and specially ci ting the march o f Mr. Law ’s re­
in torccment to Hyderabad .n 1756; but Mr. Lally, with the 
ritual ieverity o f his prejudices, imputed the failure to a delign, as 
ri n commander of tilt Company’s troops, o f fru ft rating the honour 
which would have redounded on himfelf, had the hardy effort
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\ : { &  AEi  T he W ar of C o r o m a n d e l . Book M | l  .
by the uncertainty and diftraftion of what and where fuccours were



( I t  f  ] V Q t
\ ^ v S ^ c/ X II. P o n d i c h e r r y . ■

..effort he was making fucceeded to his expectation. About twent y 1760.
Sepoys were killed and wounded o f the Englifh troops, but fewer c -y 
Europeans. O f  the enemy, 30 Europeans were luppofed to be '* 
killed, and mod: o f them either in Lorrain or Lally’s ; four were 
made prifoners, with Mr. D ’Autueil, the fame officer we have feen 
opening the inteftine war of the Carnatic at the battle of Amboor,

- in which the Nabob’s father fell, and who afterwards furrendercd 
to Clive at Volcondah.

The ffiips laid arrived from England brought commiffions from 
the war-office appointing the majors Brereton and Monfon to the 

. rank of lieutenant colonels, with prior date to Colonel Coote ; but 
both were ordered not toaflert their commiffions whilfd he remained 
on the coaid. Colonel Coote neverthelefs concluded that it was in­
tended he ffiould remove as foon as might be to his original and 
efdablifhed command in Bengal, nor did Monfon propofc to continue 
ferving under him, but offered to retire to Madrafs ; but Coote im­
mediately delivered over to him the command o f the army, and went 
thither himfelf, and requefded to proceed with his whole regiment to 
Bengal. The Preiidency remonfdrated again id the detriment, and 
Monfon declared that the blockade o f Pondicherry mind be raifed if  
thefe troops were taken away : on which Coote confented to leave 
them.

E n d  0 / t h e  T w e l f t h  B ook.
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CO L O N E L  Monfon being now matter of his own views, car- j ^ 0( 
ried into execution an operation which he had propoied in the v— v— * 

council of war a few days before, when Colonel Cootc explained his ScPtcmbtr* 
intention of attacking the fort o f Ariancopang.

T he bound-hedge o f Pondicherry, betides its natural defence of 
trees and thorns, is {Lengthened by four redoubts ; one on the north, 
oppofite to the north-weft angle o f the town, another nearly weft 
o f this angle, a third nearly weft o f the louth-weft angle, and the 
fourth ftands directly louth-weft o f the fame point. All took their 
names from their fituations; the north was called the Madrafs re­
doubt, the next the Valdore, the thin! the Villenore, and that to 
the fouth-weft the Ariancopang redoubt. From the Villenore re­
doubt led the road and s.cenue, which patted through the center of 
the Englifh camp at. Perimbe, and about a mile from the hedge this 

. avenue leads through the village of Oulgarry, in which were feve- 
ral country-houfes belonging to the French inhabitants of Pondi­
cherry, and a church belonging to the Jeluits. T he regiment of 
Lorrain and L ally, which at this time did not aflemhlc both to­
gether more than 400 men, were remaining in this illago iiiicu the 
late attack on the camp. The marines, 300 men, were within the 
hedge, to defend the redoubt o f Valdore with the part of the hedge 
on each hand. The battalion of India, confiding of 500 m u, were 
ftationed at the Villenore and at the Ariancopang redoubts, and be­
tween them. T h e north-fide of the hedge, with the MadraF n •

4 Q  3 doubt,
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1760. doubt,' as'-being at the fartheft diftance from the Englifh camp, was 
, > tru{[cj  t0 t|lc Sepoys. The 1 orfe, hill only 100 riders, were dif-
J-ptembjr. , . r J 7 J  7

jvjrlhd in different polls round the limits. The reft of the army, 
which, exclufive of the garrifon ofGingee and its ont-poft$, confiftcd 
o f  500 European foot, 150 European horfe, and 500 Sepoys, were 
abroad, moil o f them waiting to cfcort the proviiions colleded at 
Gin tree.O

At midnight the whole o f the Englifh army were under arms;
1 proportional number from each o f the different bodies were left 
to defend the camp ; and the main body appointed to march was 
divided into two brigades, of which the principal officers had the 
day before reconnoitred the ground of their mfpedive attacks a1' 
near as the enemy’s out-pofts would admit. The regiments o f 
Draper and Coote, comprizing both together 1000 men, 200 of the 
marines, the 150 highlanders, with 500 Sepoys, and four fiekl- 
I ieecs, marched o n' their ground from the left o f the camp at 
three in the morning, and entered into the Rod-hill, in which they 
were to take a largv circuit round the tamarind-grove, and, coming 
out where neareft, were to attack the Valdore redoubt, and the weft 
fide o f the hedge adjoining. This brigade was formed into two 
divTons; the grenadiers o f the two regiments led the firft, under 
the command o f  major Robert Gordon ; major W illiam  Gordon 
commanded the rear divilion, and colonel Monfoti the whole o f this 
attack. The other brigade was compofed of the Coromandel battalion 
800, the two French companies 120, the Bombay detachment o f 370 
Europeans ami Topaflrs, 600 S poya, ami four field-pieces. T hey were 
to march fro m  the right, a n d  attack the enemy’s troops puffed in Oul- 
garry, and, after routing them, to proceed and feize the Villenore 
r;>iiiul.it. Jolcph Smith, who fince the departure of Calliaud to Bengal 
waa the firft officer on the coaft o f the Company’s troops, and a 
few days l >t ft re had been appointed by the Prdi deucy of M.ulrafs 
to the rank of major, command- d this brigade. T he cavalry, black 
as well as white, were intended to appear before the Arianoopang 
redoubt -luring the two other attacks, in order to prevent the troops 
there from fending detachments to fupport them.

2 Major
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Major Smith’s brigade, having much lefs ground to go than 1*60. 
Monfan’s, did not move until four in the morning. The enemy’s 
entrenchment in front of the village of Oulgarrv lay acrofs the ave­
nue, and they had an advanced poll; in. a garden beyond, but a little 
to the right of the entrenchment. Smith, to avoid the immediate 
difeovery o f his brigade, as well as the diced fire o f the entrenchment 
along the avenue of Oulgarry, marched down the Villenore, 
as far as Barthelme’s garden, which lies on the left as you come 
down ; the line then turned and paffed through the garden, which 
brought them half the difiance between the two avenues, when 
the brigade itruck down through the intervals of fome inclo- 
fures, which led to the left o f the village of Oulgarrv, from whence 
they might likewife take the entrenchment in reverie; hut the two 
French companies were fen toft' immediately from the garden to cron, the 
avenue of Oulgarry, and attack the enemy’s advanced port on the 
other fide o f tins avenue; but were not to begin their attack, before 
the firing commenced upon Oulgarry, which fixm happened ; lor 
fome black fellows belonging to the French troops, w ho \u re r fi up ■ 
in the fireets of a ruined hamlet which fiood oppof.tc to the ..ngl ; 
o f the entrenchment, awakened at the wheels of the field-pieces 
which moved in front o f the brigade, and fled with the alarm to 
the troops in Oulgarry, who immediately began to fire from the 
entrenchment, with fix field-pieces in barbette, and with fome aim, 
as the day had begun to dawn. The Engliili field-pieces, which 
were of the fame number and calibre, drew out o f the village n  
anfwcr them, and were lupported by a pert o f the line; whilfi 
the reft palled on to gain the flank of the village of Oul- 
garry: when opponte to it, diviiions were detached to attack the on- 
clofures, which the enemy had lined with troops. In the m an fm c, 
the two French companies, led by captain Myers, formed th.e advance J 
poll on the other fide of the road, and feued four pieces of cav-im 
which were there, on which the party ftationed with them retreated 
in much hurry to the main body at Oulgarry, who, dHpirind by
their rout, flackened infcufibly the defence o f the enclofures, and
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1760. ceafed firing the field-pieces in the intrenchment acrofis the avenue.
•— „— > ~\[ajor Smith perceived this wavering, lignified it to his troops ; and

frpumber. * kimfel£at tJlc head o f the grenadiers. Wherever he commanded, 
affection to. the man confpired with duty to the officer. T he grena­
diers rull d on without firing, forced their way over the enclofures, 
and fell among*! the enemy, dealing their arms with irrefiftible im- 
petuofity, increafed by the difadvantages they had furmounted : all 
the reft entered at other parts, driving the enemy before them acrofs 
the road ; but thofe at the intrenchment had time to fpike up the can­
non, and then followed the reft, who were running towards a rifing 
ground on the other fide of the road, but farther back towards the 
bound-hedge. The main body of the brig do took poffefiion of Oul- 
g-arry, and were foon after joined by the divifion with captain Myers, 
which h: d killed fomc, and brought prifoners. During this, a body o f 
.Europeans were del cried advancing diredllj towards Oulgarry, in the 
plain between this and theValdore avenue : their diftiuftions could not 
be perceived, and the fudden halt of the run-a-ways on the rifing 
<> round rendered their appearance very fufpicious. Mcftetigers after 
melTengers were lent to dilcovcr whether they were friends or foes, 
but none returned before Major W illiam  Gordon himi. If came, and 
oavc. an account that the rear divifion o f Colonel Monfon’s brigade, 
which' be commanded, had (eparated from the van amongft the 
jiuid hills irj the dark ; and had continued wandering about until 
they heard the lire o f the attack at Oulgarry, to which he had 
hntkn ' d to give abidance ; but jt was now too late; othervvile his 
. i .■ j )■ ignr have been retrieved by the important fervice o f inter- 
1 ' ptEv* tin; rt ginv tits o f Lorr.iin and 1 .ally in the confuliou of their 
tlichi out o f Oulgarry, who, in this cafe, would in all probability 
•j, ddltoyed to a man : during his report, ftrong firing

jicanl at die Vaidorc redoubt.
It was four; tiro be foie the van ol: Col>nel Mon foil’s brigade

tliivovtu'd the iiparntion of the lear, whicji by turning wrong had
r ,)( ;niu winding;-- leading towards the plain ; and Colonel Monfon,
■ n 1 re h -nllvc that the r< junction could not be made be fore the dawn
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A t t a c k  of the  bound-hedge of P ondi cherry .

o f dav which was the time deftined for the attack ui the Vakloi :* r;hc. 
redoubt, judicioufly determined to rifipe it with tin- van diviuim ot t 
his brigade alone. T h ey defiled out o f the laud hilt exactly riglit, 
whilft it was Hill dark, at an opening directly on a line with the. 
weftern fide of the bound-hedge and the redoubt, up o whim , t.u. 
road, when near, leads in a lane between two enelofures towards 
the dank o f the redoubt. T w o field-pieces were in the front of 
the line, followed by the grenadiers of the two regiments of Draper 
and Coote, after whom came the reft o f the Europeans, and then 
the Sepoys of the divifion. Colonel Monfbn knew t lie p,u md, and 
intended that the line, inftead of advancing through the hum 
between the enclofure,, mould pafs through the cnclclure on the 
right, which being a coco-nut garden, was furroumlcci by a ditch 
and hedge of little interruption; and the ground within was not 
only firm, but free from.underwood, and the riel.;, thunk Ives have 
no branches. W hen pad; the garden, they were to proceed draught 
on to the Valdore avenue, w nkh was not far dillant, and, having 
eroded it, were to file down on the other fide, to gain the left dank 
o f the Valdore redoubt; where, if  not difcoveivd, they could not. 
be expeaed, and the bound-hedge hereabouts was not lb ftrong as 
on the other fide. The redoubt had a dry ditch, with paliiadore at 
the bottom, and fix embrafures, o f which the parapet was traized.
T he grenadiers were to rufh on, and efcalade the redoubt without 
firing, whilft the reft o f the line were, part to fupport them, and 
part to fpread along the bound-hedge, and to force their way through 
wherever they could find openings, or at leaft to continue the fire 
until they had driven away the enemy, who were exposed to line 
and defend the other fide the two field-pieces wore likew ife to affift 
in this fervice after the grenadiers had paffed Tiem to the dcahule.
The day had begun to dawn, when the head o f the line arrived at 
the two enelofures, and Major Robert Cordon, who, excepting Mun- 
fim, only knew the co u rt of march, and w as to lead the grenadiers 
to the aflault, was not prefent ; and the gienadsers, wanting orders,
naturally entered the lane which lay before them. Officer,: were 
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1760. lent back to Colonel Monfon, to know what next they were to do*-
•-b~'1~T Monfon, exstperated at this lecoiul mi hake in the conduct o f his

brigade, ran forward to rectify it if  porable, or to put himfelf at the 
head of the grenadiers, and h ad the aflault. Juft as he reached 
them, the enemy dilcovercd the line which had got to the end of 
the lane, within a hundred yards of the redoubt, which ill this flank 
had a twenty-four pounder, double loaded with l-ngrain. They 
fired it, and its execution was terrible, killing eleven men, and 
wounding 26 ; amongft them Colonel Monfon fell, ftruck with a 
piece of iron, which broke both the bones of his leg. The grenadiers, 
Inftcad of being diltnayed, or now hefitating for want o f order, o f 
their own motion, rufhed to the efealade; and the officers, of theii 
own judgement, got the line as fall as they could out o f the en- 
clofed way, and led them to the hedge, when the attack and de­
fence foon became general and extenfive ; but the aflault o f the 
gven idici s flopped the firing of the cannon from the redoubt, which 
oth Twi(e would have continued to enfilade the troops attacking the 
hedg . Tiie grenadiers, although fcverely galled by mu ike try from 
above and in flank, perfifted after feveral repulfes, and at length 
forced their way through the embrafures o f the redoubt, when the 
troop; within quitted it, and ran out o f the gorge; on which all 
defending- the hedge abandoned their pofts likewife, and the whole 
hurried in ditordrr <o gain the glacis o f the town.

The ngim-mts of Terrain and T ally  continued fome minutes on 
the riiing ground, in as nnv.lt uncertainty as Major Smith’s brigade, 
who the troops o f Major W illiam Gordon’s division might be; but 
remained firm until they heard (he firing at the Valdore redoubt, 
when comprehending the whole difpofition of the attack, they 
marched off in hade, regained the avenue, and retreated to the re­
doubt o f Vdlcnore. Major Smith immediate ly followed them with 
his l)ri,<> vie, pn fling fo dole on their rear, that they palled through 
t!i>- winding of tlic hedge, without flopping to defend or reinforce 
the redoubt; this trepidation caught the guard, who, after (lift 
•chargijug the guns or their loads upon tlic brigade as it was advanc­

ing
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nig to the poll, retired with the regiments to the glacis o f  the 1760. 
town. Major Smith immediately took pofleilion o f the redoubts, 
and was foon after joined by the Highlande rs commanded by Major Lp 
Scot, who belonging to Monfon’s attack had forced their way 
through the hedge between the Valdore and the Villcnore redoubts.
The battalion of India Bill continued at or about the Ariancopang 
redoubt, having entertained no notion o f retreating ; but were de­
ferred from making any motion to fupport the other polls, in ex- 
pe Ration of being attacked themfelves: this however did not happen; 
for the cavalry o f the army under the command of V’afierpt, who 
were intended to make a feint attack upon this quarter, when the 
other two fnould commence, did noir appear upon their ground until 
all was finifhed. There was a fmall opening in the hedge about a 
quarter o f a mile from the Villenorc redoubt, where a retrench­
ment had been thrown up, and the battalion of India kept a guard, 
who abandoned it on the appearance of a party which Major Smith 
detached along the infide o f the hedge to attack them in the rear.
T h e total lofs luftained in the two attacks, were 115 Europeans 
killed and wounded, which fell nearly equal in both brigades but 
in Monfon’s Iieavidl amongft the grenadiers, of whom, betides rank 
and file, a lieutenant and an enfign were killed. The Sepoys fullered 
much Ids, having beep very little expofed, I he French lofs w as 
not known ; hut they fullered moll at the attacks of O ulgany, where 
fome were likewile made piifonOrs.

T h e Bombay detachment of 350 men were IHtioticd to guard 
the three polls in the hedge, and the body o f the army alldnbled 
and encamped in the paddy-fields to the left of Oulgany. The 
fituation was ill chofen, being commanded In higher grounds, 
and liable to be fwamped on the fu ll rain ; but the tab nts o f Major 
Robert Gordon were inadequate to the general command, which 
devolved on him by the incapacity to which Colonel Mon Ion was 
reduced bv his wound. Major Jolcph Smith adviled that the 
whole o f the Company’s battalion, 1000 nun, Ihould remain in 
the village o f O ulgany to cover tin three polls in the hedge; 
and that their gorges, which were open, ihould b. ivi ivnelicd,
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1760. without delay, and fufRtient day remained to accomplifli the 
— -■ '— J work ; but Robert Gordon, from the falfe fliame o f ignorance, would

not fee the neceility : and in the enfuing night, the enemy made a 
vigorous attack on all the three polls, which they would have car­
ried, had not the guards defended them, as dearly purchaled, with 
the utmoR refolution, until reinforced by the picquets from the camp, 
when the nemy retreated. Seventeen or eighteen Europeans of the 
Bombay detachment were killed in this defence ; the enemy’s lofs 
war, not known, but could not he lefs. Ilad they attached with 
their whole force, the redoubt would have been retak.n, for the 
guards, inferior in number, had no advantage o f defences on the 
fide, towards the town, and the main body o f the army, exhauRed 
with fatigue, and dead with lleep, were at too great a diRatice to 
ha . e come up in time to fhare the contcR.

T w o  days after, the battalion of India retreated from their Rations 
at h 1. - mar the Ariancopang redoubt; but the ufual guard
eonti iu u in r! : redoubt, and the ufual garril'on in the fort o f Ari- 
ain.op., til,.: other fide of the river. But the enemy receiving
intelligence that preparations were making in the camp to attack the 
fort, the garrifon evacuated it oh the 13th at noon, and as they 
were going off i'prung a mine, which blew up the baftion to the 
caft with part of the rampart, and laid the body o f the place open. 
They retreated to tin; glacis o f the town, where the main body o f 
the army lav encamped, and had been reiniorccd by the arrival o f 
fevuai fmall efcorts with provilions, which the removal o f the 
Englilh amor irean lYniubb lud encouiaged to venture round the 
Red Hill ; the guard Rill continued at the redoubt o f Ariancopang.

The troop", whi r l )  Mahomed I H oof appointed to attack the diRri£ts 
o f Dindigul from Madura, were 300 horf'e, 1500 Sepoys, and 3000 
peons; but a . molt of them had f o i l  to march from Tinnivclly-, 
it was tin.- middle of July before they commenced hoRilities, whelr 
pnfiiug by Sliolavandwi, they reduced Rvcral fmall poRs, command­
ing dt files, lu.tr weakly garri toned, until they arrived at a more con- 
'iik rabk tint, called Batlal Gunta, 12 miles to the s. e . o f Dindigul, 
which made m ore rcfiltance ; and the troops o f Madura having onlv
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irnall guns, with much difficulty made a kind o f breach, which 1760. 
they {formed, and carried on the firff day of Augufl ; and imme- 
diately began to repair and add better works, but had not cOnipleated. 
them before the troops of Dindigul were reinforced from Mylore, 
and taking the field encamped within fight o f Battal Gupta, in 
which the troops o f Madura had kept a garrifon, but the main body 
lay without the walls.

T he equipment and departure of the troops which accompanied 
ttie JNaboL hr to the Carnatic, and the fubiequent affiftances lent to 
Karicai, hat. left the government and garrifon of Tritchinopoly I'o 
bare o f men, money, and {fores, that Captain R. Smith could not 
undertake the expedition he had propofed againff the Myfofeans, 
until all thefe wants were fupplied, which depended intirrly on his 
own refources, for although the Prefidency and Colonel Coote ap­
proved and recommended to him the mofl attive exertions againft 
the Myfore territory, he received no affiffance either of money from 
the one nor o f troops from the other ; fo that the preparations ne- 
ceflary for the expedition prevented him from taking the field until 
the 6th of Auguff. His force was 50 Europeans, with two gun?, 
and four cohorns, 700 Sepoys ifrom the garrifon of Tritchinopoly ;
600 horfc, and 1000 peons armed with match-locks, nsoftly lent by 
Tondiman, a few belonging to the Nabob, the reft to Tan tore ; and 
3000 colleries from the neighbouring Polygars, who wore content 
to ferve on very flight ffipend, in ekpedatifth of ample plunder injthc 
fertile diftriefs they were going to invade. This army proceeded along 
the fouthern bank of the Caveri, and on the 13th came before Pudi- 
cotah, a mud fort, fituated on the bank of this river, .about 40 miles 
to the weft of Tritchinopoly, which, with other diff riff s, the Nabob 
had ceded to the Myforeans, when his allies, in the war of 1753.

On their arrival, a report prevailed, that a large body of troops 
were marching from Seringapatam to Caroor. The garrifon at 
Pudicotah, converting this news into hourly expe&ation of rebel, 
flood on the defenfive, and having three guns, obliged Captain 
Smith to raife a battery, which, having nothing hut field-pieces 
to mount, would not have fioon produced much effcfl J but, by
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1760. the time the battery opened, the garrifon had lavifhed away all 
Qijotje their powder, and capitulated. The lofs fuftained in the attack 

was only three men wounded. The next day Captain Smith, with 
400 of Sepoys, and two Cohorns, pafled the Caveri to reduce Iloor, 
a fort fituated on the other bank, ten miles beyond Pudicotah; 
but the garrifon evacuated it on his appearance. From hence he 
marched againft Caroor, the principal objedt o f his expedition.

Caroor is fituated 50 miles weft of Tritchinopoly, and ftands on a 
plain five miles to the fouth o f the Caveri, but near anotl'A ;'ror, 
which fall into the Caveri at that diftance to the north. 7  lie river of 
Caroor was the ancient boundary between the dominions of Tritchi­
nopoly and My tore; and this conterminal fituation, under the fe- 
curity of a ftrong fort, and its rule over a rich and extenfive diftridt, 
had formerly rendered if a place of great mercantile refort and opu­
lent'.', and it f i l l  continued populous with fome wealthy inhabitants. 
The river continues at the diftance of 800 yards oppofite to the 
ioutJi fide of the fort, and 1000 yards beyond, turns fhort, and ftrikes 
diredtly e.aft : along this part, after the turning, and clofeto the bank, 
ixtcndi 111 e pettah, which likewife has the other courfe of the river 
on the fouth tide; but not fo near; the extent of the pettah along 
the river, from fouth to north, is 1000 yards, and recedes from it 
about 500, fo that the efplanade between the pettah and the fort is 
500 yards acrois. This ground is interfcdlcd by two water-courfes 
derived from the river to the fouth, one of which pafles clofe to the 
weft I Me of the pettah, and turns along the north-fide until it rejoins 
the river to the raft and thus f  ives as a ditch on the w. and n ; the 
other water-court-, li- s midway between the fort and the pettah, and 
ftrctches to the north much farther out into the plain. The whole 
of the petti h is incloft-d by a mud wall with towers, but of little 
defence.

The f>rt is built of ftonc, and is nearly a ftjuare of 600 yards, it 
has ftjuare towers in the am ain, and baftions at the four angles, 
behind each of which ftands a cavalier, or round tower of folid ma- 
fbury, vMiieh riles ten f  at higher than the bullion. The whole fort 
is fm rounded by a dry ditch, of w I licit the countcricarp is faced 
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-vith ftone , and on the other fide is lined by the foot of the main *7°°g
wall of the curtain, without berm or fauffebraye ; excepting along q £ ^
that part of the rampart, which extends from the left ot the great 
gateway in the middle of the eaftern fide to the baftion m me N. m 
angle, and round it half-way along the northern w a ll; m winch:

* extent a flip of dry ground, 20 yards broad on the r alrern fide, 
and 40 on the northern, is left as a place o f arms, and ibrted with 
a parapet wall, with loop-holes for m ulketry; and round this wall 
l! -  d>cn leaving the body of the fort, continues. I nere ,was no 
glacis, but a clear efplanade of 400 yards round. The garnion 
confifted of 800 horfc, 1000 Sepoys, 1000 matchlock-men, and 
a great multitude of collcrics which had been drawn Horn the 
hills towards Dindigul. M o d  of tbefe troops were aflembUd in 
the pettah, and manned the walls on the appearance u Captam 
Smith’s detachment, which came in light on the 17th, ,n the morn­
ing, approaching from the caihvard : the J W ,  althougn it had no 
where more than three feet water, was three hundred yards m.

T h e neGeflity of preservingthe communication with I ntJ.m , 
required that the army thould command the rivet .luting t ic .t.- 
tuclc o f the fo r t; which if  advancing from a dtltcntt pom? or (up- ■ 
port they might have attacked outrtght a. once on the welled! foce; ' 
and as tin- pollution o f the pettah would bc-ft lecure the m et, Cap- 
ta:„ Sm;th ptuctently made this his firft objeft. I f  the pettah were 
, ached on the eaftern fide, the river was to be palled under the rve 
o f this front; if on the north or fouth, the attack would be « -  
poftd to .be additional fire in flant ot flank from the fort, winch 
ou vailed the jaffage of the rivet,' as the ground on the cal lent 
L r e  was higher than the eaftem face o f the pettah, winch , -  
fen d ed  the paffage. Accordingly the attack was made on tins 
tide T h e field pieces wi te polled in the higher ground. 1 In mop,
‘ t ;  formed into three divifions. T h e cavalry competed the U  ; 
the auxiliary foot the right; the Sepoys and Europeans the m i d .
■ Ml enteredthe river in this older, fopported by a l.nlk fire lion. I n 
artillery. T he enemy i'ccmcd dilpoled to iblputc the patiage,^



r
1760. from the rampart of the pettah kept up a conflant but ill-dirtied die 

jjgraij.ft the center chviiion ; but the cannon-fhot penetrating through 
,ja °: ' r- their parapet did much execution, arid feeing the columns to the 

nght and left far advanced in the bed of the river, they became ap- 
prohenlive that their retreat to the fort might be expofed to. thefe 
bodies o f horfc and foot on each hand.; and abandoned the defence, 
returning to the fort before either of the columns had crofled the 
iiv\: ; but they had killed and wounded lame Sepoys in the naffage.

The plunder was given up to the troops without referve • Out they 
found little o f any value, excepting grain, o f which the whole crop 
of the country was in the town, but no merchants to buy it, nor had 
the troops means to lend it away. The flrength of the fort, and 
the final 1 "urnbe. of Europeans with Captain Smith, on whom, 
nevexthclefs, the fucccfs o f the attack nudl depend, determined 
him to proceed with all the caution necc.Tary to their prefervation, 
by opening trenches; and more artillery was ordered from Tritchi- 
nopoly. The convenience of the pettah determined the point o f 
attack, againil the f'outh-eaft baflion, and as ulual again!! its fa- 
licnt angle : the cfplnnade in this line was interrupted about half 
way between the pettah and the ditch by home ftraw huts, to which 
the enemy had let fire, but left the mud-walls {banding. The next 
morning, which was the 20th, a party of Sepoys were polled there, 
but a ftrong Tally o f horfc and foot obliged them to retire, and the 
enemy remained in the p o ll: the field pieces advanced, and drove 
them from it, and it was again taken pofiefiion o f by the Sepoys: 
in a few hours the enemy made a l'econd attempt, but were beaten 
off with lofs. The lituation being exactly proper f'01; the breaching- 
batterv, an entrenchment was thrown round It, and a trench of 
comnunlocation continued to it f  ont the pettah, to preferve the 
troops from the fire o f the fort, which was inceflant, as well from 
their cannon as fmall arms. On the 23d the artillery with much 
difpatch arrived from Tritchinopoly; they were one eighteen- 
pounder, two field twelve-pounders, one eight, and one nine-inch 
mmtar, v.'ith five cohorns; and by the next morning the breaching- 
hattery was coinpleatcd, and another in the rear to the right, to en­
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^^iSade the fouth curtain with ricochet. Both opened at fun-riic, 17^Qti
the breaching with fix guns, the mortars and cohorns; the ricochet oaober.
with two field-pieces ; the fort returned with firmnels, and with 
much vivacity, and the advantage of a crofs fire from the s. w . bm- 
tion and cavalier on the left, and from the mafs of malonry of the 
gateway on the right. On the 26th the approaches were earned 
on to within forty yards of the ditch, when the lire of the enemy s 
m ufoufry growing ftrong and fine, C jptun  Smith ordered the re- 

,der >f the trenches to be conduSed hy double fop, which 
with earth md gabions on each fide. T he (mall number of Euro­
peans in the detachment, with the inexperience ot moft of t.u-m m 
carrying on trenches, and the continual fire o f tire fort by mght, as
well as by day, rendered the progrefs ot the double fop extreme­
ly  tedious, infomuch, that feven days were employed m carrying 
k , although not more than 200 yards or work, to embrace ic 

, angle o f the countcrfcarp, and to tpnng a mine, which blew 1

into the ditch. , _n
It was perhaps the firft time that the Myforeans had er e.

enemy advancing under cover to the foot ot their walls, "aid notw .th- 
ftamling the novelty o f the attack, they iutpetted, which was tun, 
that the fort might be entered by the lame means l this apprehe om 
with the ruin that had been committed 111 a huge t i a j  o f u t
round Caroor by the matcblock-men and bode o f oudiman and
Taniore and the whole body ot collcncs, who li„tl tu-ry > > n -u 
makiifo excudions, prompted the governor to propofc «, ™s lor tne 
ceflation o f hollilitics. l ie  began by difovow.ng any p,d,ta,;a ,0 
of the King with the body o f troops which had joined d o  m. 
m the Carnatic, and declared Hyder A lly , whom h • «  » r M ,
the author o f that alliance and cxoec.trm ; m ^

wanted a temporary and conditional 1 ItV -n ee  u as -
paff d, in the intervals o f winch the attack and detenu w »  .-
nerved ; at lengtlt the eighteen-pounder, the only !'■ « > ■' *>• " _
battery, bnrft, and the breach was not y e t jr a . iu a b f ,  •
duct'd Captain Smith to agree to the follmvmg comfit. » .
« an Englllh ferjeant, and fixry Sepoys, thould inumu,.. ,
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r~6o. “  in poffeflion o f the ;baftion attacked, and the Englifh colour
' ;— ' £- hoilted iu the fort. That the Englifh army ihould remain in the

O&Qi'er. , r ", ,
“  pettah, or any where elie out of the tort, keeping guards at the 
*' counterfcarp of the ditch, for twenty days ; during which, i f  no
“  orders arrived from Madrafs to deliver the fort again to the gover-
‘ '•'nor, it was to be evacuated by the garrifon, who, in confideration 
“  of their gallant defence, were to carry away their arms and hones ; 
44 but all provilions a id llores belonging to the government o f 
“  M y fore were to be left in the fort. I f  in this interval an .... ->y 
“  preached fromMyfore, the garrifon were in like manne- to evacuate 
1,4 the fort to the Englifh troops : four hoftages were to be given by 
“  the gardfon, until the conditions were ultimately decided, and an 
“  I', uropi-an dekrter wan to be furrendered.”  This capitulation was 
ligncd on the 2d o f September, and the Englifh Sepoys immediately 
to k pofkllion of the bullion attacked.

Captain Smith in his interview with Boniapah, the governor o f 
the fort, was convinced that the king of M y fore had no concert in 
the alii fiance which Hyder A lly  had lent to the government o f P011- 
dicherrv ; ;md Boniapah having no doubt from the articles o f capi­
tulation that Caroor would be reftored to the king, proferred to 
withdraw the* g-irrilon to Namcull, a fort 20 miles to the north, and 
tliere wait tie orders o f Seringapatam, and Fort St. George ; to which 
Captain Smith contented under the reft rift ion, that none o f the 
garrifon Ihould act again ft the Englifh until the fate o f Caroor was 
determined at J r St. George. According!} all the M y lb re troops 
evaeu ited the place the lam- day. The aetjuifi trail was valuable and 
important ; ar, bclides that its revenues amounted to 44,000 1. a 
year, it highly aggravated the leJerfmcnt o f the miniltry o f My* 
jbr e again ft Hyder A lly , as the author o f the lolls.

Holhlitie.s had c.'i.hnued hi this interval between the M\ foreans o f 
Dind.'gul. and the tr-o;>- of Madura. The Mylorcaus continued the 
attack o f Battle ( <uMa tor fix days, and having driven away the troons 
\\ hie:i) luppoited it without, carried the fort itlelf by afiault; but 
the defence had been maintained with relblution ; for in the courfe 
o f it jO Sep- > y . and 20 horllaneii had been killed and wounded; and

o f
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"  i f  the Peons 50 wounded, and 40, with an officer o f note, killed. The t ;6a. 

Madura troops retired to a fort three miles diftant, called Gadamcotah, ^—v— ' 
one o f thofe which they had taken from the Myforeans, and were there ‘ V u r- 
joined by a reinforcement from Madura, which had marched to relieve 
Battle Gunta, but came too late ; this addition rendered the whole 
body equal to the Myforeans, again ft whom they marched, beat up 
then camp, took their artillery, recovered pofleffion of Battle Gunta, 
and advanced to reduce the other ports towards Dindigul.

T he capitulation ofCaroor arrived at Madrafs on the t 3th of Septem­
ber. On the fame day intelligence was received from Captain Prerton, 
that the body of Myforeans, which had continued with the French 
f'-oops at Gingee, had moved from thence with all their baggage; 
and on the 11th the French troops followed, both proc<n ding in tire 
road to Thiagar. The presidency were by this time convinced that 
the king of Myfore and Hyder A lly  were at utter variance; but 
confidered, that either they might reconcile their differences, or that 
Hyder, as was molt probable, would predominate ; and in either o f 
thefe cafes, other fchemes might be farmed by the Mvlbre ftate to 
balance, as formerly, the conteft between the two European nations, 
againft which Caropr in their own hands would be the beft indemnity.
They therefore ordered Captain Smith to keep pofleffion, rtill with 
profeffion of amity to the king, hut neither to give any afliflance, 
nor oppofe any force which the king might lend againft Hyder 
A lly , hut rather to employ his detachment Separately againft the 

* troops of Hyder A lly , if  the opportunity Should occur,
Colonel Coote was not embarked for Bengal, when the news of 

the fuccels againft the bound-hedge arrived at Mad nils, and with it 
Colonel Monfon reprefented the incapacity in which he was likelv 
to remain for levera! months of a fling in the field, and requefted 
that Colonel Coote might relume the command of the army.
T h e Prefidency leconding the requeft, he eonfented, and ar­
rived in the camp on the night o f rhe 20th ; where he found 
the army in the greateft difeontent, efpecially the black troops, fbr 
the want of provifions, owing to the avarice of the renters appoint 1 d 
by the Nabob in the conquered countries, who, forciceing that the 
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i v6o. price o f grain would rile, buffered none to be brought to tne camr>
 ̂^~v— ' Sicknefs likewife prevailed, and with the wounded there were 6co

ocpccmut., £ ur0peans in the hofpital.
The next day Colonel Coote caufed the gorges o f the redoubts in 

the bound-hedge to be fortified, and fixed polls in proper ftations m 
tlie higher ground round the camp : from whence on the 23d 
detachment o f 200 rank and file, with the company o f F'kieers, 
a great number o f cooleys and carpenters, • marched to a h dock of 
fand, which Hood half a'mile from the fea, and at the didance or a 
m ill directly oppofite to the Madrafe redoubt in the north fide o f 
the bound-hedge. Here they were to remain, and raife a large re­
doubt on the table of the hill, capable of containing five hundred 
men. On the 27th in the forenoon, Colonel Coote advanced, 
with his ufual efcort o f three companies o f Sepoys, and 300 
black horfe, towards the Ariancopang redoubt, at which the 
iruard took panic, and firing off the guns before the party were 
within point-blaak-fhot, abandoned the poll, o f which Colonel 
Coote took pofleffion, and leaving the Sepoys in it, returned in 
the afternoon with workmen to retrench the gorge; on whofe 
appearance the town cannonaded and threw Ihells, but without 
effe# and the gorge was compleated the next night. Early in the 
morning of the% $th, 4^o of the enemy’s Europeans, with two 
field-pieces, marched from the glacis to recover the redoubt, and 
made various attempts, in all o f which they were repul fed, until 
they perceived two companies o f Sepoys marching on their right 
to "ra-m their rear, whom Colonel Coote, who was always early 
abroad, had fent from the Valdoro redoubt; on which the 
enemy retreated, but As they were going off received the fire of the 
^  x> r. w h0 w < re themfelves expoled to a ftrong, but diflant fire 
from the town. T h e enemy had two officers and feven private Killed, 
.rul the adjutant o f the Lorrain regiment with 18 wounded. None 
were killed in the redoubt, and only one Sepoy in the plain, 
f  ifty Europeans were appointed to be the guard in future, as fuffi- 
11' at for the fuddeft defence, until reinforced; and more would have 
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been umiecefTarily expofed to the lire o f (hot and lliells, which con- ly-'vo, 
tinued and reached from the town.

xu that part o f the limits, which is immediately behind the M i­
di a fs redoubt, was a regular village o f feveral ftreets, called, from, 
its intention, the Blancherie, in which all the cloths purchafed for 
the French company at Pondicherry were bleached, and warehoufes 
were built in the village to receive them. As theft buildings would 
not onl ' aftb . ltielter hut convenience to the Enghfh troops, the 
cr.cmy rcfolvcd to deftroy them, and to ftrengtben the Madrafs re­
doubt, with the ground about it. They began to demolilh on tlie 
goth o f September, of which Colonel Coote received intelligence, and 

the intention. He went the next day, with his ufual eleort of 
Sepoys and black boric, as if  he only meant to review the prog-refs 
o f  the redoubt he had -ordered to lie railed to the north o f the 
-l .dge, in which Major Jofeph Smith commanded for the w eek.
After dinner, both officers mounted their horles, and proceeded 
with the efcort along the Fraud of the lea, towards the limits 
of Pondicherry, as i f  they only meant to reconnoitre. The bound- 
hedge ccafeth at fome diftance from the water-mark, and left an 
ooening on the fund, which the enemy had neglcfled to dole or 
obftrufh .As loon as near this opening, Colonel Coote ordered the 
Sepoys ro form in three parties, and the horfe to divide equally with 
them ; but the Sepoys having entertained no fufpicion that they 
were led to fueh an attack, boggled ; on which he order d tlu boric 
to cut down whoever refuted to advance, or attempted to run avuiy ; 
and the Sepoys, alhamed of their backwardnos, recovered tchr 
fpirit. T w o o f the divilions went off to the right, one to lorce 
through the bound-hedge, 500 yards beyond the Madrals redoubt 
on its left, the other to attack the redoubt itlilf, whillt Colmul 
■ Coote with Tpfoph Smith remained along th 1 ka-lhorc, ready to- 
pulh, ancl gain the rear of the hedge, and all the three attack, were 
to be made at the feme time. There were fome (mall pieces of 
cannon in the redoubt, mid foveial guards o f Sepoys along the intide 
o f the hedge, all o f  winch kept up a con flint tire, but. at too great 
* diftance, whilft the two parties lent to the right were adv wing
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1760. to the ground oppofite their refpe£tive attacks. A ll bore down
q ~ '~ > properly, as it had been concerted. Colonel Coote’s attack

eafily pufhed round, and that on the right through the hedge; 
and ns loon as within both advanced, driving the guards before 
them, to gain the rear o f the redoubt, againft which the divifion 
which attacked it had not fucceeded, having more difficulties and 
refinance to encounter; but as foon as the guard fa v the dmger 
approaching from either hand within the hedge, they . onndoned the 
redoubt, and retreated haflily into the warehoufes o f  the bleaching 
town, which flood within 200 yards inclofed with a high w a ll. Five 
Sepoys were killed, and the fame number wounded in the different 
attacks. A ll the three companies, with an Enfign, were left at 
redoubt; C^onel Coote and Major Smith returned, the Major to his 
poft, the Colonel to the camp, from whence he fentoff a party o f pio* 
neers with gabions and fafeines under the command o f Enfign Mac- 
mahon, to clofe and retrench the gorge o f the redoubt y but they 
were firfl to proceed to Major Smith’s port, from whence they 
were to be accompanied by a detachment of European foldlers : but 
Mar mail on, miflaking his orders, did not call for this neceffary 
reinforcement. In war more than in all the other occupations o f 
man, negloft rarely fails to bring on its own punifhrnent.

A t midnight, whilft the pioneers were at work, they were fud- 
denly attacked by 400 Europeans, and 600 Sepoys, detached from 
the town. T he Enfign, a Dane, who commanded the Sepovs in 
the redoubt, abandoned it on the firfl onfet, in which Enfign 
Macmahon was killed- and the pioneers, furprized and defencelels, 
eleaped as they could; what Sepoys were within the redoubt 
jumped out ; but the gn ateft part, who were flattened round, en­
couraged by a Subahdar named Coven N aig, kept with him, and 
gained the plain at feme diflance without fright, where they formed, 
under bL diredion, and followed him to recover the poll. T h ey 
mounted the outfidc of the rampart, gained footing on the iufidu, 
kept it, and continued a hot fire on the area below, eipecially 
towards the gorge. T he enemy imputed this refolution to 
much greater numbers than they expe/h •!, ‘and than really were atthe
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the poll, and in this fuppofition retreated to the bleaching-hovife; 
toon after came up a flrong party o f Europeans detached on the fir ft ^ , beu 
&":■ »& by Major Smith from his poft to the north. In the different 
uftions from the firft aflault, three private Europeans, befides enfign 
Macmahon, were killed, and 30 Sepoys killed and wounded. T h e  
enemy the next morning ereded a battery o f four pieces o f cannon 
at the end o f a lane, which joined the ftreet o f the Blancherie, lead­
ing as veil r i.t  in a ftraight line to the rear o f the redoubt, on 
which they ontinued firing two days without killing any of the 
guard, and then having other occupations they debited ; home muf- 
ketry Itill continued in the bleaching houfe, but were driven out the 
nex . day, and abandoned the village.

T h e  acquifition o f the Madrafs redoubt compleated the entire poflef- 
fion o f the bound-hedge from the fea-fhore to the nortn, as far as 
the river o f  Ariancopang to the s. e . ; and turned againft the town, 
w ith every, advantage, the line o f circumvallation intended for its 
defence. But the ground to the fouth along the courfe o f the river, 
from the redoubt of Ariancopang to the lea, was It 11 open, and the 
river fpreading over fheets o f fand, which were often dry, was at all 
times, excepting m the rainy lealon, fordable , and to ILcure the 
paffage, Mr. L ally  had fome months before ereded a redoubt w h in  
he called St. Thomas in a fmall ifland o f fand in the river, oppofite 
to the center o f this face o f the town, and about s°o yards from the 
wails. T h e rains were now approaching, and the redoubt, i f  im­
mediately taken poffeffion of, could not be maintained by the Englifh 
army after the river fliould fill, and as ufual overflow the country ; 
for which reafon Colonel Coote deferred, the redudion o f it, until 
the rains were pafled. In the mean time efforts were ftill to be 
apprehended to bring provifions into the town ; for the f  rench 
troops, which had followed the lalt divifion i f  the Myforeans to 
Thiagar, continued there; and although the main body o( the 
Myforeans had left Thiagar, no inteilig nee was yet received o f their
departure to their own country. ^

T h e French force which had marched to Thiagar, was 400
European foot, 250 European horle, and 1000 Sepoys. 'The

little



little army o f obfervatjon, under the command o f Cajftfcm 
y -- - - - ' Prefton, was not equal to an open encounter with this force; he,

° L ” however, with his ufual activity, determined to give them all the 
interruption in his power, and ordered Captain Martin, who, witu 
the free company of 50 Frenchmen, was abroad with the Polygar of 
Ventivalum in the hills to the fouth of Gingee, to hang in the rear 
o f the enemy’ s march; and moved himfelf with the irr <n body c . his 
divifion from Ratlagrammon, to watch their motions V ic  avandi, 
left they Ihould turn, and lay wafte the recovered dif nets between 
this place and Verdachiluui. Martin knowing tire country, and uling 
the night, picked up twelve Europeans o f the French troops. T hey 
reached the Panar juft as it was fuelled by a hidden flood ; and t °r- 
iifting ncve'-thclefs to crofs it, fome o f them were carried away and 
drowned in the ftream, winch the Myloreans had pafled with cafe 
before the freft.es came down. As foon as Prefton was arrived at 
Vicravandi, the garrifon remaining at Gingcc marched and aflault- 
ed Ratlagrammon, in which had been left only two companies o f 
Sepoys., wiio defended the poft with relblution, and obliged the 
enemy to retire, after they had loft fourteen Europeans killed in the 
attae!,;, and leaving an officer and three wounded, who were made 
prifoners. Prefton receiving intelligence, that the French troops and 
the Myloreans were nflbmblcd at Thfigar, returned from Vicra- 
vaiidi to Raltagrammofi, left they fliould return fuddenly during 
his abfence, and attempt to move to Pondicherry with the*convoy o f 
bullocks which ftill continued at Gingee.

By this time the preudenev Knew the caufc o f the departure o f 
the laft body of Myloreans from Clingce to Tbiagar, bat were .not 
able to account for the march of the French troops fo far to 
the w ftwnrd, at a time when their utmoft efforts became every day 
more ucceflary to effort the provilipns they had .collected, .into Pon­

dicherry.
In the beginning' o f the year, Bnhgcvow, the general and rcg::.; 

riu.. Morattoes, lent ;u army of 8000 horfc, and the lame number of 
roor, with cannon, under the com riur! o f an officer o f fervice,

nampd
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XIII. T h e  Mysorean s. uklSJ
named Vizvazypunt, which crofled the Kriftna in the month o f 1760. 
February, and advancing to the fouthward {lopped frequently to 
eAu t̂ contributions from forts and ftrong-holds in the way ; feverai 
c f  which, on denial, they took. In the beginning of June they 
halted and encamped at Chinabalabaram, on the confines of Myfore 
to the N. E. and not far from the hills to the N. w . of the Carnatic, 
from whence Vizvazypunt fent letters, (ignifying expectations of 
money, Inn . -ofering affiftance to the Nabob Mahomed A lly ;  and 
others to ti e king of Myfore, demanding with more authority 
'the arrears o f the chout, or tribute, to which the Mo rift toe nation 
pretends a right from all the countries in the peninfula. At this 
time Hyder A lly , at Seringapatam, the capital ofM ylore, had, as 
i f  in dilguft, refigned his employments o f general and miniiler : ne 
had fome time before concluded his treaty with M. Lallv, and lent 
olf the body of 4000 Myforeans, which came to Pondicherry under 
the command of his brother-in-law Mu&oon Saheb ; relying on this 
alliance, and his own courage, he was 10 allured of ins importance 
and fafety, that he abided at a town within three miles of Seringa­
patam, with all his family o f women, attended only by 300 horie- 
men, who were of proved fidelity and refolutidn. Agents accompanied 
the letters o f Vizvazypunt, with whom the king concerted, that 
their mailer Ihould move with his army to Seringapatam, as if  to ■ 
hallen by intimidation the levy of a large contribution, which the 
king had privately contented to pay. Hydcr Ally luppokd, that 
their approach would reinftate him in the command of the king’s 
forces to oppol'a them, and difeovtred when near, that the Mo rat- 
toes had engaged to ieize his perfon ; on which he mounted in the 
dead of night, accompanied by to n 2 of his horfemen, and lett his 
whole family behind. Some Morattoes followed them, whom he 
out-llripped, and the next day arrived at Bangalore, a Urong city 
60 miles to the north o f Seringapatam. Being the bringer o f hn> 

errand, he had time, and found means to engage tome ot the 
officers, who prevailed on the reft to declare they would abide by 
his fortunes; and in conkquence they ffipt the gates. From tins
refcreat he immediately fent orders to his brolhec-in-lavv, to quit ^fc

Carnatic
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Carnatic with all the troops under his command, and to march, 
XJdtober. avoiding the Morattoes, to Bengalore.. Muftoon Sahcb had received 

the letters, when he moved from Pondicherry on the 16th o f Au- 
guft ; but concluding Hyder A lly  to be in fafety for a while at Ben- 
galore, and believing either that a reconciliation would take place 
between him and the King, after the retreat o f the Morattoes ; or 
otheivvife, that ITyder A lly 'm ight think it moft exped ent to come 
himfelf, and join the French, for-the fake of the ceftu n ftipulated 
•in the treaty; he determined, although not to return to Pondicherry, 
to continue in the Carnatic, and in coniequence employed, as we 
have feen, his troops againft Trinom aly, and other places in that part 
o f  the country, until he received, in the beginning o f September, fa ­
ther intelligence from Hyder A lly , which left no alternative to his de­
parture; on which he recalled the 800 horfe which were at Gingee, and 
without folicitation, with an integrity rare in the politics o f  India 
requeued the French force to accompany them in order to receive 
hack the pofleffion o f the fort o f Thiagar, which he without ftipula- 
tion tendered o f his own accord. On their arrival there on the 
13th o f September, • he fulfilled his word, claiming only on oc- 
calion their future affiftance, and three days after marched away 
w ith  his whole force to join his brother. T h e French left 200 Eu­
ropean foot, and five companies o f Sepovs in Thiagar, and the ref, 
being the fame number o f foot, 150 European horfe, and three com­
panies o f Sepoys, returned to Gingee.

T h e reftitution o f Thiagar, and the departure o f the Mvfore troops 
out of the province, confirmed the veracity of the king’s difavowal 
o f  any participation in r i al expedition, and the Prefidcncy repeated 
their orders to Captain Smith and the troops o f Madura to ceafe hof- 
tilities in the Myfore diftri&s. Previous to the receipt o f thefe or­
ders, Captain Smith had fent a detachment from Caroor, a'rain ft <t 
fort called Pudicotah, different from that he had taken in°his ap- 
proa ri. It Bands nine miles to the n . of Caroor on the fourn 
bank o f the Caveri. T h e garrifon evac uated it on the appearance o f 
the detachment, who left a party to hold a, and returned to Caroor.
T h e  want o f money prevented any farther operations; for, alth ou gh

the



file revenues of the country reduced exceeded 300,000 rupees a 1760. 
year, the deviation  of the auxiliary horfe and foot which could not ^ 7 ^

• be 1 drained, left no contributions to rails. Captain -■  -n 1 ’ n th e re ­
fore, returned with a part of his command to I ntciunopolv, and 
on the way fent off a detachment to reinftate two polygars* who 
had been driven out of their pollams by the troops of Dindigul, from 
whom the detachment met no refinance, as the governor of Dindigul 
had received o i s, in confequence of the capitulation of Caroor, to 
ceafe hoftilitijs againjf the pofieflions of the Nabob. By this time the 
troops of Madura had taken five other forts between Batal Gunta 
and Dindigul, in all feven, and continued to keep poffeflion of them 
untd farther orders, encamping their main body at Batal Gunta, 
and keeping flight guards in the others. Captain Smith arrived in 
the beginning o f October at Madrafs, to give an account ot his ex­
pedition, and the Bate of the conquered country ; and fbon after re­
turned to his command in Tritchinopoly.

As foon as it was afeertained that the Myforeans liad quitted the 
province, Colonel Coote, to fave the heavy expence of the black ca­
valry, c ilcharged £,oo of them, moftly thofc brought bv Maphu/.e 
Khan, which reduced the number to too, ot which 500 were with 
Prcfton, and the reft with himfelf in the camp. A  party, with fume 
bullocks, advancing from Gingee, arrived on the 2d of October at 
•Iaiamoodi, a village twelve miles from Pondicherry between the 

river of Ariaricopang and the Panar, intending to pufli into the 
town in the night under the protection of St. Thomas redoubt..
On intelligence o f their approacli, Colonel Coote detached all the 
cavalry in the camp, which, betides the black, were one ot the two 
troops of Europeans, to lie in their w ay: o f which the party got 
intelligence, and leaving their bullocks retreated during tin v e in , 
and in their return three officers, who lagged behihu in in n pm- 11- 
kins, were taken by tome black horle and Sepoys, which C apt . -

detached to harral's the party from Ratalgrammon.
The army had hitherto continued on the ground between OuN 

garry and the river o f Ariantopang, where they had encamped im­
mediately after the iuccefs of the bound hedge. This ground is alu ivs

V o l . II. 4 T  overflowed
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1760. overflowed in the rainy feafon, o f which the figns enereafed every 
'— v— ' day ; and on the 6th the whole army marched off by the left, a id
jaoU u  encamped on the ridge o f the Red-hill, a mile and half nearer the -

bound-hedge than their fir ft encampment at Perimbe, but to the left 
o f that ground. T h e  heighth and fandy foil o f this fituation 
drained and dried the wet as faft as it fell, and fecured at leaft the 
troops from this inclemency under foot, and large caferns o f nrat 
and bamboo were built to fhelter them from the or 1

A t one the next morning, firing o f cannon and rnufketry was 
heard in the road o f Pondicherry. Befides fmaller craft, three 
French fhips, the Hermione, the Baleine, and the Compagnie des 
Indes were at anchor before the town, as near the furf as prudence 
permitted, and under the command o f 100 guns, mounted along the 
works on tins fide, and the ftrand, to protect the road. Thefe fhips 
were intended to wait until the ftormy weather, and then fail to ports 
to the fouthward, and return with provifions, o f which the preven­
tion would in that feafon become precarious, even fhould.theEng­
lish fquadron be able to continue in fight of Pondicherry. Mr. Ste­
vens had for tome time determined to cut them out of the road. His 
fquadron always continued at anchor before Cuddalore. A  fortnight 
before the prefent, a night had been fixed ; but the fhips beginning 
to hoift out their boats before it was dark, they were perceived by 
telefcopes from Pondicherry; and men were immediately lent from th- 
fhore to reinforce the French fhips; which was likewife difeovered by 
the fquadron, and obliged Mr. Stevens to defer the defign, until the 
enemy’s fufpicior.s should have ccafed. In the mean time the T yger 
of 60 guns was fent to continue near Pondicherry, and anchored a 
little to tlie fouth, two miles from the fhore. On the night o f the 
6th, the enterprise was rtfurned. T h e  boats, fix and twenty, were 
hoifted out after dark, and manned with 400 fiilors, moftly volun­
teers. and failed to the Tyger, where allaflembled at 12. Soon after 
they perceived the lights m the great cabbin o f the near*-'ft ft.ip, 
the Hermione, extinguifhed, and concluding that the officers were 
gone to reft, let oft for the attack. T he boats moved in two divi- 
fions, one allotted to the Hermione, the other to the next ftftp, the 

4 Baleine;



Baleine ; the attack o f the Compagnie dcs Indes was to depend on 1760. 
the fuceefs o f thefe, T o  prevent deviation, the boats o f each divi- 

• hen moved in a line, holding to one other by ropes. T he niches 
of the oars were covered with frefh fheep-lkin, to prevent creaking.
T he watch-word by which the men were to know one another in 
the attack, was Cathchart, a found which few Frenchmen can pro­
nounce, It lightlied continually, as ufual in the nights before the 
change o f iK  monfoon ; neverthelefs, the divilioii to the Hermionc 
got within piflol-lhot o f her Hern, before they were difeovered ; 
when the boats feparating, ranged up equally on each fide o f the 
{hip, and two went forward to the bows to cut the cables. During 
th s approach, all hands in the (hips were up, and firing mufketry 
on the boats, and fhot came from the guns of the Cnnipagnie dcs 
Indes, which lay to command both "the other fhips. T h e Hermione 
Was boarded in as many parts as there were boats round her. The 
crew, which were 70 Europeans, behaved well,, defending- them- 
felves and the fhip with pikes and piflols, when the attack came 
hand to hand. T h e  man who firft attempted to cut the cable had 
his head cut off by an officer Handing to guard it in the bows; never- 
thelefs numbers prevailed, and the crew were all driven or tumbled 
down the hatch-ways; for no concert of furrender could take place, 
or be truffed. As loon as they were all down, the hatches were 
clofed and centinels fixed over them, and then the mizen topful, 
the only fail bent, was fet to carry off the {hip, which feverai 
boats were likewife ready to to w ; but by this time, the ihore, 
which had waited until the firing of the attack had ceafed in the 
{hip, began a violent cannonade, o f which the lightning dire&ed 
the aim ; and fhot continually ftruck : one defhoyed the wheel o f the 
rudder, killed the two men who were fleering, and cut the tiller 
rope. T h e  prifoners confined below deterred every one from going 
down into the gun-room to fix another rope to the rudder, and the 
jt, tjfii was not Efficient to deer the lhip the boats remained 
the only means o f carrying her off, and they tugged with fuch 
violence, that they continually fnapt the towing ropes. Mean 
While the fire continued from the fhore. A t length, fome imagined

4 T  a that

b l o c k a p e  o f  P o n d i c h e r r y .



W ar  of C o r o m a n d e l . Book X Iu .

i ” 6o. that Ihip had no motion, and refilled by a cable and anchor 
. concealed tinder her keel; on which the officer who commanded

October, thc attack, refolved to leave her. The prifoners below were toffi, 
that it was determined to let her on fire, on which they came up 
readily to be carried off in the boats, which rowed away with them 
to the Tyger. When arrived on board, the captain, Digby Dent, 
faid he ffiould fend his own men, if  the divilion did not imme­
diately return to bring off the Ihip. This fpirited reluk’  prevailed, 
all the boats fet off again and met the fhip half a mile nearer; 
for the land-wind had fprung up and was driving her out.

'fh e  difpofitions for the attack of the Baleine, were the lame, and 
fucceeded more cafily. The crew made little refinance ; only t vo 
men were killed before they furrendered. The rudder of the ffiip 
was affiore, but feveral fails wei i bent to the yards which fufficed 
to move and fleer her, and ffie was brought, and anchored near the 
Tyger, before the Baleine came up. No attempt was made on the 
Compagnic des Indes.

By this time the want of provifions preffed lb hard, that Mr. 
Lally affembh 1 a general council, and propofed the immediate 
expulfion of the black inhabitants, who reprefented that their 
fidelity alone to thofe who might condemn them to this levere ca­
lamity, had loft it in their power to inflift i t : by their removal, 
likewifc, all the Europeans would be deprived of their domefticr; 
and from thefe confide rations the amenably broke up w ith oy de- 
cilion : but feme from fear o f the other inconveniences of the 
blockade during the lb my wcathei, quelled perrniffion of Colonel 
Cootc to fend away h r  familic r to the Daniffi or Dutch
lettlemcnts on the. coa which werr neutral in the war; and pail- 
ports were granted.

Intelligence was .-cowed on the i u h , that the garrifon intended, 
to march out a det hment of 400 men, to llorm the Madrals re- 
doubt in the bound-hedge, and flu u poih on to attack the larg" w 
doubt , which t he Englilh at my had t ailed to the north of i t ; on 
which the piapiets of the camp matched, and took poll half-way, in 
order to fall on tin: rear o f the detachm entbeing difeovered, the

enemy
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'"'enem y made no motion, but the next day the town fired hotly, but «7» *  
without execution, on the Ariancopang redoubt. Oflobtt.

T h e winds had for fome days veered and {lengthened ; and on 
the 22d and 23d, the two Admirals failed out ot the road o f Cud- 
dalore with all the {hips, excepting four, which two days alter, on 
fufpicion of ftormy weather, went away likewife. Their departure 
was unexpected, becaufe contrary to Mr. Stevens’ s declaration, that 
he would not quit the coaft until compelled by the utmoft ne- 
ceffity, which had not yet come. As foon as they difappeared, the 

. Compagnie dcs Indes, and a (loop which was in the road prepared 
as had been forefeen to put to lea. T he flap faded on the 30th to - 
bring provifions from Tranquebar, and the (loop armed with tevcral 
guns was intended to cruize in the offing for the grain-boats, which 
at this feafon of the year come w th the wind and current from the 
northern to the fouthem parts ot the coaft, and general y fail in 
fight of the ffiore. . The four men of war which left Cuddaloic on - 
the 2 ,d, anchored on the id  of November ofir o f Mamparvah, 
from whence thev fell down on the 14th to the road of Pondicherry, 
and gave information, that Mr. Stevens was gene with the other 
12 {hips o f the fquadron to refit them in the bay ot 1  nncomaly 

Captain Prefton, on the 18th o f Oaober, detached fome b ack 
horfe and Sepoys from his poll at Ratlagrammon, who came back 
with 400 head o f cattle.of thole collefted by the trench, vvInch 
werp grazing in the country round the pettah of Oingec . The 
tachment was neither oppofed or purfued although a coni,Juab e 
mrt v of the .French troops was then m the pettah ready to mulch.
T h h  party moved on the su it; they were uoo Europeans and 
Coffrees, 400 Sepoys, 100 European, and as mam 
They eroded the river Panar on its decline, and on their am a! at 
Thiagar, a detachment larger than their number was formed. id 
marched away, to attack the fort o f Chandamimg.dum, whuh and 
half-way towards Trinomalec: the fort was garr.toned by to ,, or 
five companies of Sepoys, with a tew Europeans from C l u t t j e .
Who repulfed the affiult with uncommon ability, h a v in g ^  ^
ten Europeans and 40 Sepoya, and wounded jo  Sepoys 
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i -r6o. borles; after which the French party attempted nothing more, but 
— v— 1 returned to Thiagar.

Captain Preitem, on the fhfft intelligence of their motion from 
'Gin gee, let out, as before, to follow them with the g  re ate ft part of his 
force from Ratlngrtfmmon, hut when arrived on the 34th near Villa- 
porum, found the ri\ er l’welled, and continued on the hank, in expefta- 

November, tion of ix  tall ; and on the i f to f  November, the garrilbu of Gingce., 
being ft rouge r than the force he had left at Ratlagramn.on, again 
detached a party of 35 European horfe and 20 foot with three com' 
panics of Sepoys anil fame black cavalry, to drive away all the 
cattle about this place, which by the late captures and purchafes 
made for the camp were many herds. Captain Robert Fletcher, 
who commanded during the abfence of Prefton at Ratlagrammon, 
waited until the enemy began t * retreat with the cattle they had 
gathered, when he appeared with 50 black horfe, and three com­
panies of Sepoys in their rear, and followed them lix miles, hut 
as if  cautious o f coming too clofe to their fire ; which continually 
drew it from them ; when, perceiving that they had almoft ex­
pended their ammunition, he approached nearer, and engaged them 
regularly, which they fcarcely fuftained, and loon broke, and all their 
Sepovs flung down their arms. Fifteen of them were killed, and 
-0 with a Subadar or captain made prifoners: o f the Europeans, 
lix were killed, or fell wounded, and 150 mulketa were colle&ed. 
T h e  next day, Fletcher, with a ftrongcr force, marched 
from Ratlagrammon, and contriving his time, arrived at night, and 
entered flic pcfiah of G inger, which has but a flight wall, by fur- 
prize, fet fire to i: in ■ n ry part, and met no rdiftance, except­
ing the uncertain fire of the cannon from the hills above, and on 
his return he drove off a greater number of their cattle than the 
enemy had taken the day before.

The frequent, although (lender attempts and enterprizea, which 
had been made by the body of  F rench troops in the field, in er:Er 
cither to fupply Pondiche rry with provi lions, to gain plunder, or to 
create diverfions of the Knglifh force, had in the whole expended 
more than three hundred Europeans; moft of the reft were now at

Thiagar,



I I I ,  «L•d ,W *k XIII. T h e  F r e n c h  S o u a d r o n . 69-

Thiagar, and from the force remaining at Gingee, including what the 1760. 
garrifon might on occafion fpare, no attempt o f convoys to Pon- 7—-v— 
d‘cherry beyond the provifions o f a few days were to be appre- Novcu'ber* 
bended. T hey had loft, i f  ever it lay open, the opportunity, when they 
were in full force. Neverthelefs the number of troop? remaining at 
Pondicherry, with the defences ar.:l ammunition, full feeured the town 
from every danger, excepting famine ; and Mr. L ally  not impru­
dently preferred that the troops he had detached, fhould remain abroad, 
where they might do fome fervice, and would lublift themfelves, 
rather than return to confume in Pondicherry the {lender ftock of 
provifions, o f which they had fupplied fo little. l ie  now wiftied 
even to add more to their number for another purpofe, on which 
ill fortune and neceftity obliged birr to rely as the Ukelieft means 
that remained of relieving the diftrefles o f Pondicherry.

T he French fquadron, which had left the coaft on the ift o f 
October o f the preceding year, arrived on the 15th o f November at 
the ifle o f France. This iflan-d never furnifhed provifions fufficient 
for the fettled inhabitants, and had been fo much r xhaufted of the 
ftores collected from abroad, by victualling the iquadron at their 
departure for the coaft, that little remained to afford them on their 
return; and this fcarcity had been injudicioufly encreafed by the 
equipment o f two veflels, which had been lent to attack the Englkh 
factories in the gulph of Perfia. In this diftrefs, it was refolved to 
mlfow the example o f the preceding year, and to fend three {hips 
o f burthen, under the convoy o f the Centaur o f 74 guns, belonging 
to the French Company, to purchafe provifions at the Cape o f 
Good Hope. But Mr. D ’Ache propofed to give the command o f the 
Centaur to the captain of the King’s ftiip the A £ lif; on which all the 
captains o f the Company’s {hips o f war protefted again ft this pre­
ference, as derogatory to their own rights; and whilft the tedious de­
putations ufual on luch occafions were carrying on in writing, with 
much .xerbity and little public zeal, tlu- annual (empeft o f the d e ­
ments in this climate aroie in the night ot the 27th of January, and 
lafted without intermiflion, and with the utmoft excels, for 30 hours. 
Thirty-tw o veflels in the port o f Mauritius were-torn from their

anchors;

/>>—- V\ / ^



j y50, anchors; but all, excepting one of 30 guns, 'vere Hopped by the 
'— -— 1 ooze of the bay from driving on the rocks which fraize the fliore ;

ISuvui Ur. which all the ifnaller craft were Branded and wrecked. I  he 
ruin was greater on the land. A ll the vegetation of provihons 
above the furface was deftroyed. The cattle and fowls were walhed 
away by the torrents, or perifhed by the inclemency, and of the 
magazines of grain, which are all built o f wood, fome were over­
thrown, and tire reft opened by the wind to the rain. Thiee months 
were employed in repairing the damages of the marine and fhore.
In this interval, fome few provifions were brought by fome trading 
veil els of the colony from Madagalcar, and the lurplus of the ifland 
of Bourbon. On the 26th of May it was determined to fend four 
Blips o f war, "" fall as they could be equipped, in order to fubfill: at 
Foul-point in Madagalcar. On the Bth of June, arrived a veflel 
from France, apprifing, that an armament was fitting out in England 
ro attack the <wo Blands o f Mauritius and Bourbon ; in confcqucnce 
of which, tin. French government had lent the regiment of Cam- 
1, y, o f 700 men, to rein fora them ; and the iquadron, if  at Mau­
ritius, was ordered to continue there ; and, if gone to the coafl, to 
lx immediately recalled. Thefe orders determined Mr. D ’Ache 
to remain with the greateff part of his fhips for the defence of 
the illand, but to hud awuv thofe before allotted to Madagalcar; 
which, to hive t he confumption of victuals, were not to return t» 
the '.he o f France, until tlx  noth of Auguft: if  at this time n icy  

reai/ed no f  ireO.ions Low to r.cl. the council of war might proceed 
to flu.- exe cution of any fervour*, of which the condition o f the. fhips 
might be deemed capable iv-aning to inrinu.iu, that tie v might, 
i f  they choft if, go to the conft of Command. 1. The Centaur 
failed for Madagafc'r on the 16th of June, but the oth r three 
not in lefs than a month after, by which time the regiment of 
Cainbrny was arrived in feveral o f the (Vunpany’s Blips from 
France. 1 he new* of the Borin was brought to Pondichr. ry by 
the I Jcrmione and Ik Fine in July, hut !.\ th-raining the Bailors for a 
while on board, tin report was kept Foret, until others properly 
fabricated and given out, perfuaded the colony, and the enemy at their

gates,
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that the fquadron ftrongly reinforced from France rmgnt be 
every day expected on the coair. In the poiddie o f Q js x v ., L ttctj pp b.r... 
difpatched from Mauritius to Mahe, on the coail of Malabar, ar­
rived from hence, with information o f the departure of the four 
Ihips to Madagafcar, and dubious affuranees o f their intention to 
come at all events to Pondicherry. Mr. Ually had aiviavs leg .̂-dt 1 
the operations of the fquadron as fo unzealous and indccihve, that 
he was convinced thcle Ihips would not make the elfoit. I F , h.ow 
ever, concealed this opinion, and the intelligence concerning 
fuppofed attack o f Mauritius from England ; but gave out that; the 
Ihips gone to Madagafcar, and more, might be expected at Pondi- 
cherry with the regiment of Cambnu on board. But, delpaiiing 
of the relief he pretended, he perluaded the Council to conclude a 
treaty for the affiftance of the body of .Moratio. - under the com­
mand of Vizvazypunt, which had lately returned from Sennga- 
patam in Myfore to the confines of the Carnatic.

Vizva/.ypunt, on his firil approach from the Krillna, had in April 
fent letters to Pondicherry, tendering the fame allillancc m the f  ienth 
as he was offering to the Nabob and the Englilh: a 'ague coiielpon- 
dence had continued in conlequcnce of thete overtures ; hut, on his 
nearer approach, Mr. Lally fent two agents to his camp. The 
Morattoe required a fum of ready money in hand, and the cefli.ui 
o f the fortrels of Gingee, which, betides the influence it would give- 
Falagerow in the province of Arcot, was the wilh ot a national 
point of honour, fince Gingee had, until the hegitinmg ot the 
prefent century, been the capital ot a race of Morattoe 1 ings, whole 
dominion extended from the Coleroon to the Paiiar. The Council 
empowered the agents to agn e that Gingee Ihould lie delivered to 
him as foou ns the Englifti army r- treated from Pondicherry, and 
that soo,ooo rupees IhoulJ he paid him when his own appealed in 
light o f the town. All the French troops abroad w r • to join tlie 
Morattoes as toon as they palled the bills, and entered the pro­
vince. If thefe terms were not readily accepted, thr .-gents were 
to in Inmate that, although the dill relies of Ilvderally had broke a. y 
farther expectations of allillancc from him, the king ot Myfore him- 
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V - "i j6 o . felf would be glad to obtain Gingee on the fame terms ; when the
t'— .— ' Morattoes would be precluded from the probability of gaining any

Istncml'u. a^Vantage by their expedition to the Carnatic.
But as the negociation might be protrafted, and provifions, evrix 

for a few days, were become of great importance, Mr. L ally ordered 
the troops abroad to make what effort they could before the rains 
ccafed ; and as Gingee was lb clofely watched by Prefton’s com­
mand, he directed the main body to continue and act from Thiagar, 
from whence, by the diftance, and the nature o f the country be­
tween, their motions would be lefs liable to be afeertained and in­
terrupted. In the mean time, as well to favc the confumption in 
the town, as to convince the Morattoes that the troops in garrifon 
were more than fufficient to defend it, he refolved to fend out more 
to join thole already in the field. Accordingly on the night of the 
i l l  of November, ioo Europeans croflcd the river of Ariancopang 
in boat: , and were proceeding along the fea-fhore, from whence, they 
intended to turn inland, and gain their way to the weft between 
the two riv. a. expending no interruption, as the rains were almoft 
continual, and had drenched the plain : but in the clofe of the eve­
ning, a guard of Sepoys had been advanced from the fort of Arian- 
copang, and took poll on the ftiand o f the lea; they fired on 
the fir ft alarm upon the French party, who, imagining their force 
greater, and that it had been ftationed on purpole to intercept them, 
hurried back to their boats, and regained the town: only one o ' 
the Sepoys vva , killed ; the enemy’s lofs was not known, but was 
fuppofod to be mom.

Evo-fiiw •■ ■ 'in fti'ppr 1 .uy farther opp< rations between the Englifh 
camp and the Fn neb troops fur k wr.il days, during which, both 
< onflow ri intent only on the Fn, To oppok. the armed boats of 
rh> town, Ionia were equipped in the like manner at Cuddalore, 
,vjUA-h on the 7th took a boat coming with paddy from Tranque- 
bar, and another going thither with cif.els of value; and intelli­
gence being received that the fhip la Compagnie dcs Indes, with a 
Ichooner and k \ < ral fn uilk-r veflcls, were taking in provilions there, 
Commodore! Haklau detached two of the men of war with orders

to
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^AifiTTfize them, and every other vefiel which had more than the 1760. 
provifions of their own diet on board. They came into the road ,— *— ' 
on the 8th, where they found the Salilbury of 50 guns arrived KovemIn‘r’ 
x'-om Triconomaly, which had anchored clofe to the Compagnie des 
Indes, and kept her under command, waiting orders from the com­
modore. The Compagnie1 des Indes ftruck on the iirft fummons ; 
and the fchooner, which was loaded with 400 bags o f wheat, and 
fome barrels o f falted meat, ran afhore. The fmaller vefllls in the 
road efcaped to the fouthward ; and the Salilbury Tailed away with 
the prize to rejoin Admiral Stevens at Triconomaly. The news of this 
lofs Was received in Pondicherry with as much concern as a dilafh i 
in tiie field. The Danifh government lent deputies to Colonel 
Coote, with a proteft again ft the infra&ion of the neutrality of their 
port; but were lhewn intercepted letters, which pm ed their nfiifi- 
•ance to the French agents, and iilenced their remonftrances.

On the 9th of the month, a ricochet battery o f four eighteen- 
pounders was finilhed in a ruined village, 1400 yards to the north, 
between the lea-fide and the bleaching town : the fhot plunged 
along the eaft lace of the town, and were aniwered very liotlv by 
twelve pieces of cannon, which as well from the diftance, as the 
parapet o f the battery, by which the guns were entirely concealed, 
could do no mifehief.

On the 1 2th, Colonel Coote received information, that a convoy 
was advancing from T h iagar; they were 24 European and 100 
black horfe, efcorting 100 bullocks, laden with falted beef, and each 
o f the horfemen likewife carried a parcel of it at the croup of bis 
faddle. They crofied the Panar on the 13th, at lbnu difiance 
above Trivadi, and proceeded between this and the river of Arian- 
copang; but imprudently loft: time in driving 300 bullocks more, 
which they had taken up in the way. A t four in the morning they 
came up near the fort of Ariancdpang, and were immediately fur- 
rounded hy a detachment o f 100 European foot, 40 European and 
150 ulack horfe, which were waiting to intercept them. The 
officer with one of the troopers was killed, and ten, with more than 
half the black horfe, fur rendered ; but the other 12 of the Euivnan
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^ * ^ 0  horfe r.ufted to the river, end were ferried over to the town under 
the .runs-of St. Thomas’ redoubt. T o  prevent fucli attempts m 

November. futui&c Europeans, with a company of Sepoys, were Rationed 
and retrenched on the flip of fand on the fea-lhore, oppofite to th -

bar of the river. __ ,
By this time the waters of the Panar were run off, and, as the

trcops at Ratlagramon with Captain Fletcher were deemed fuffi- 
; -nt to oppofe what the enemy had at Chngee, Captain Prelton, 
v.ith the main body o f his command, marched away f rom \ llla- 
poram to attack Ela-vanaforc, to which the officer at Thiagar fent a 
reinforcement, chiefly of black troops; but after Elavanaiore was 
invefled did not advance to its relief. T he only guns fit for battery 
with Pn fton’s divifion, wem two field twelve-pounders, which are 
too flight agah.fi: ftrong defences; but, as the laft thing which is 
done in country forts is to repair them, a breach was eafily made, 
and the garrifon capitulated at diferetion, although they were 11 
Europeans, ioTopatfes, and 400 Sepoys, with three field-pieces,, 

belldes the gum* of the fort.
Preparations had for fome time been making nt Madrafs to con­

vert the blockade of Pondicherry into a regular attack ; and on the 
16th, the Admiral Watfon, a fhip of 500 tons, laden with all kinds 
of {lores, arrived, and anchored off the north redoubt, and the 
mailoolas of Cuddalore repaired thither to unload her. On the 
18th. Mr. Call, the chief engineer, arrived in the camp, to condtiir 

the trenches.
There were re maining in Pondicherry about'50 horfes belonging 

to the cavalry, for which no Image could he procured either within 
■ : the wails ; and, as the grain they o .illumed was fo much 

f-ilv ) from the fuftennnee of the garrifon, Mr. I .ally refolded to 
l ' ml iliLiu with tie- bell riders to Thiagar. Colonel Coote re- 
r>i/ lt, lliiunce of-the intention, but not of the time. <Xt two 
, ]()Ck hi 1 lie morning of the 21ft, 200 grenadiers, with the horfe- 
mm pilled the river on rafts, near tire bar, oppofite to the re- 
tnnehc ’l oiai'd on the Ipit of land, from which the Europeans had 
pjri ;r,i\vn, and only the Sepoys were remaining ; on whom the

French
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^ ^ iSren ch  grenadiers immediately advanced, and gave their fire, whilft I /6oy  
the horfemen went oft as fait as they could over the plain, tak ng the NovC[: ber, 
road to Trivadi. On the alarm, the pickets of horfe in the camp 
mounted, and crofting the river, which chanced to be fordable at 
Villenom, went in purfuit, and took thirteen, whofe horfes were too

feeble to keep pace with the others. , f
Majar Prefton, following his fuccefs, marched from Elavana 

againft a fort called Rifhavandum, which hands 15 miles to the 
N e of that place: it furrendered to him, after little reliance, on 
die 12d : die garrifon confifted of 200 Sepoys, and live Europeans.
From hence lie marched againft Chacrapollam, a mud fort, 15 miles 
north of Thiagar ; which furrendered to him without making any 
defence ; for the garrifon was only a company of Sepoys, witn a icr- 
ieant. In the mean while, the French troops remaining at-Gingee, ex- 
dufive of the garrifon there, went againft Chittamooi, a fort 10 miles 
to the s. E. and were repulfed, with the lofs ot 20 Sepoys and tour
Europeans, killed and wounded. , , ,

The landing of the ftores from the Admiral W atfon uad been im ­
peded by the defertion of the boatmen, who ran away, becauie t icy 
had not been regularly paid ; but the blockade continued with the 
utmoft vigilances and. nothing, <mee the laft convoy, had 
to r t  in by land ; feveral boats coming from the iouthward, u it l .
FIt provifions and arrack, were intercepted by armed boats equipped 
• t- Tv-.-icotah. The encreafing difttvfs determined Mr. Talk to eon- 
fult nothing any longer but necclhty ; and on tie  27(0, w U'm a 
out of the pates all the blacks remaining m the town excepting a 
few who "were domeftics to the principal inhabitants 1 he number

c \ fU tnd every j po « I w^ndticdr»vnp1 lt̂ d were 14.00, ot both iexes, auucvkiv a - . .
in families and companies towards all parts of the limits, lu pmg the
„ f h e i n ,  luiVJmd to paft away; but they - r e  every where
ftopped by thegadvanccd Sepoys, and ordered to g- back ; on " h u h

...... - ...................
T Z  mJ-At mght they were quiet but the next <h„ H  -
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1760. fix more, they repeated the fame importunities to the town and the

'— y— • Englifh polls, and received the fame repulfes. Examples o f this
N iaciudci. fever;ty  rareiy  occur; and in civilized war is never exerciled but w ith 

December, the utmoft relu&ance. At length Colonel Coote, finding Mr. Lally 
inflexible, let the whole multitude pafs. Their only fuftenance, ex- 
cepting the little they had brought out o f the town, ferreted about 
tlicir peribns, had for eight days been the roots of grafs they picked 
up in the fields, in which they lay. They were, all extenuated by 
famine, and few had homes or friends to go to ; neverth defs their 

- thanks were inexprdlible, even for this chance of prefervation.
T h  e Nabob was prelent at this aft o f mercy, and concurred in it.

H ; left A root oil lie 15th of November, and went to Madrafs to 
confer a ft77 hours with Mr. Pigot, from whence he arrived in the 
camp on the ad o f December. On the 2d and 3d, two veflels, a 
fieri]), and a pinnace remaining at Pondicherry, failed away for Tran- 
quehar, but the pinnace was taken by the boats of Devkotah.

Four ricochet batteries, which were firft to open againft the town, 
wi re finifhed on the 8th. W e have already given fome defeription 
of Pondicherry, when attacked hy Mi. Bofcawen in 1748. A ll the 
hafKons remained in their tirffc form, which, for a town of this fize, 
was very confined ; but counter-guards had been made before three 
of them, and ravelins raifed before the three gates to the land ; a 
rampart of earth had been added to the curtains, which before were 
only vails of brick five feet thick. A  wet ditch had been comp]eated 
on thi three tides to the land, excepting in an extent o f 200 yaiT, c. 
the lnutb tide toward; the fea, where the ground riling higher re­
quired a d.-eper excavation, which for this reafon, as being more la- 
bora us and expcnlivi, had not yet been dug; to the extremity o f 
this higher ground where the ditch cealtd, came a large creek from 
the river of Ariancopang, which fupplied the ditch all round with 
water, 'i be berm within the ditch was 25 feet broad; the covered 
way was narrow, and the glacis not lufficiently raifed. The face to 
the all being within a lew yards of the (urf, and exjpofedonlv to a.i 
clealade hy furpri/.e, had no ditch, but its curtain was flanked by 
projecting batteries, which like wife commanded the road. The ci­

tadel
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tadel was a pentagon with five baftions, but too fmall to endure 1760.
bombardment; two of its baftions over-looked the eaft curtain, ^— V~T>December.
and added to the fire on the lea. T he town was veiy commo- 
diouffy laid out in ftraight ftreets which traverfed it entirely in both 
directions.

The ricochet battery o f four guns, which had opened on the 10th 
of November, had hi fiome time been quitted, and the guns re­
moved to the north redoubt bevond the bound-hedge ; becauie their 
effect was not equal either to the expence of ammunition, or the fa­
tigue and rifque of the guards. The four batteries which were now 
opened were thus fituated. One flood near the beach to the north,
200 yards in front of that which had been abandoned,, and about 1200 
from the w alls; it mounted four 18 pounders, and enfiladed the ealt 
front of the town. Another of two 24 and two 10 pounders, with 
three mortars of 13, 10, and 8 inches, was railed on the other fide 
of the morafs, which fprends to the w eft; it was 1400 yards 
from the walls, and bore, but a little to the left, upon the weft 
flank of the baftion in the north-weft angle, which mounted 1 : 
guns, and had before it, within the ditch, a ftrong and ixtemhv 
counter-guard, mounting 25 guns. The two other batteries were 
to the fouth. One on the edge of a large ifland, formed by the 
river of Ariancopang; this battery mounted only two guns, of 
which, one bore on the baftion next to that in the s. w. angle of 
bp o wn, the other on St. Thomas redoubt, which Hood on the 

oppofite bank of the river lower down ; the other battery was 
railed in a lmaller ifland below the Coco-nut, from which it i ; 
leparated on one hand, and on the other from the Ipit of land, 
which forms the ftrand of the lea from the bar o f the river. This 
is called the Sand Ifland ; the battery bore upon, St. Thomas re- 
doub*-, and on the curtain o f the town between the two baftions 
on this fide ncareft the fea.

A)1 the four batteries were only intended to harrals the gmnlbn by 
a crefis fire o f ricochet Ihot along the ftreets or ramparts; for none ot 
t’Uu;i were on the perpendiculars on which the breaching batteriu-

4



\ -to. were intended to be ereOed. They opened >t midnight, between the 
8th m i  9th, firing all of them at the feme time, and ... vo lies.on 

Lccanlxr. ^ rf a A Uttle before the firft volley, Colonel Coote.,
with “two or three officers, approached towards the glacisyf are 
north front, in order to obferve what effect the firing worn,, pro­
duce upon the garrifon. They beat to arms, but wither,, confufion, 
and icemed to have every thing in proper OK -r on then baftton i. 
th-v mifed blue lights in different parts of the own, but did not 
fire a (hot. Captain Fletcher, v ho was with the Colonel, veiy im­
prudent!, quitted him without notice, and went to the foot of the 
alacis, where he fell in with the centinel of an advanced guard of 
Sepoys, whom he felled and difarmed, and was bringing ott; when 
the guard, hearing the ftniggle, ran into tile covered way, tiom 
whence ini mcdi.uely came a hot fire of mufketry upon Colonel Coote s 
party ; but Fletcher brought ok the Sepoy, who gave no intelli­
gence but what was better known before.

The batteries ceafccl before day-break, and the guns were kept 
raalked until the afternoon, when they recommenced, and the town 
returned with great vivacity, but the firing ceafed on both tides in 
two hours. The two batteries to the fouth prevented the enemy 
from launching a large boat which they had fitted on the fhore near 
the bar, and drove them likewife from their guns m bt. Ihomass 
redoubt, which were only mounted in barbette.

The firing continued in the fix following days, but was every 
,t;,y renewed at a d.fLrcut hour, and lafted varhufiy, and never 
more than »hi-x or lb\ir fours at a time. On the ilith, the vollies 
ceafed for w ait of j.ou Ft, and only fir..d on p rticular occasions.
In all this conlumption, only one man Mas killed at the bullions, 

i efV j- w ;n the town ; but the pc pole was anfwcred of waiting 
the garrifon with fatigue, which their fcantv allowance of provi- 
ii-n/ rendered them little able to endure. On the l yth, a party of 
pioneers appeared at. work vith great cage rn. Is, to raile and on- 
• fit the; barbette of St. JThotnas s redoubt into a parapet wnh >m*

•!'■  afur; > The battery on. the land ifland fired to interrupt them 
i  by
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by night as well as by clay, but they perffvered. On t ic noth, fame 1760. 
powder arrived in a vcfiel from Madrafs, and the enfilade a id bom- 
bardment recommenced from all the batteries as before 3* and was 
conftantly ahfwercd with the fame vivacity from the town. O - the 
23d, the fhip Duke, of 500 tons, arrived from Madrafs, laden with 
1 7 pieces of baemring cannon and their fhot, and with all kinds of 
ftores for the hew , out fo few of the boatmen bad returned to their 
mafloolas, that very little could be landed until others were afiemblcd 
from the neighbouring ports on the coal!, and even from Madras : 
this delay, however, appeared o f leff detriment, bfcaufe the materials 
for the trenches, and for the batteries v.inch were to difmantle the 
defences and breach the body of the place, were not yet collected, 
and the engineers reported, that they ,hm:!d not be ready to open 
this fire before the third of January ; but the batteries already con- 
ftrudled continued theirs. On the zCth, Admiral Stephens in the 
Norfolk, with three other fhipsof the line and the Protector fire-fhip, 
returned into the road from Trinconomaly.

T he French .troops aflemblcd at Thiagar were fo much fuperior 
to the little forts around, that they became the terror of the country, 
and their fmallcft parties brought in provisions in plenty', and with­
out rifque. Major Prefton, having no longer any appivlicnlions 
that the troops at Gingee would either be able to pufh any convoys 
through the circumvallation o f the Englifh army, or e ven to diftrefs 
fhe ports under the protection of Captain Fletcher at Ratlagrammon, 
refolved, by cutting off the daily lupplies of Thiagar, to oblige 
the troops there to employ large efforts, which he hoped to intercept.
He marched from Rafhivandum on the irt of December, and en­
camped in the evening three miles to th e N .w . o f Thiagar.. On 
the night of the 3d, all the French cavalry, amounting to 200, 
led by Major Allen, an officer o f Mr. Lnllv's regiment, 
pufhed out of the pettah, and went to the weft of Trino­
ma.ee. Being lure of provi lions abroad, they intended to remain 
in tne bills, waiting the event of the negotiation, which Mr.

,!'y was carrying on with the Morattoe Yizvaziptmt, whole 
troops, if it fucceeded, they intended to accompany to Pondi b>
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1760. A  few days afterwards, they were joined by a party of 100 Euro- 
Dec'ember Pe3H infantry, whom, to alleviate the confumption of provifions, Mr.

Lally had lent out of Pondicherry in the two velfels which failed 
on the 2d and 3d of the month, and tleaped to Tranquebar ; Com 
whence, headed by the bilhop of Hallicarnaflus, they matched to 
efcort him to the camp of Vizvazipunt at Cudapana.am, with whom 
the bilhop was empowered to conclude the negotiation. T hey pro­
ceeded to Combaconum, by the fame road as the Nabob and Major 
JofephSmith had Come toKarical, and received no moleftation in their 
journey through the country of Tanjore. From Combaconum, they 
crofted the Coleroon, and then palled between Volcondah and Thia- 
gar, out of the reach of Prefton’s troops; but 10 or 12 of them 
defected, and travailed *-\T iSclduopoly, where they offered to ferve, 
but were not enlilted; becaule Captain Smith had at this time dif- 
covered a conlpiracy o f the Ficnch prifoners to life and overpower 
the garrifon; in which the number o f Europeans did not exceed 100, 
and molt of them were invalids or foreigners; whereas the prifoners 
were 500 ; being the collection o f all that had been taken at Ka= 
ricai, Chillambium, and Verdachilum, by Colonel Monfon, and in 
the different actions at Seringham and its didridts, by the two Smiths 
from Tritchinopoly.

The King of My fore, not thoroughly convinced that his pro- 
f.Stations of good-will to the; Englilh would induce them to reftore 
Caroor, lent a large body of troops to the confines o f its territory, 
m oi der tu fecoml the terms of his negociation by the appearance of 
r. n wing hoflilitk's, if not accommodated ; and other troops proceed­
ed ro reinfm <: thole at Dimligul; from v. hencethcgovemor on their ar­
rival marchi d, with 1000 hoi l>, 2000 Sepo\ s, as many common peons,
.no ibrne cannoi 1, againrt Agarpatty, the nearelf and lad: of the forts, 
which the troops of Madura had taken, but having left it only 40 
Sepoy;., it fuirendered on the 4th day of the attack. From hence 
rlir Mvioi vans marched again ft Naraftngapore, another o f the forts, 
l,x miles farther, v. Inch they like-wife battered for four days, when 
i Ik.'* were at tacked 1 him [elves by a ftrong body detached fieri, 
.wad. ,r.i, who beat them off the ground, and drove them back

to
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to- Dindigul, with the loi's of 50 men killed and woivmk-J. T o  a 17do, 
colleries o f Nattain, encouraged by this renewal of holiilitics, made 
Tcurlions into the northern diftrifts o f Madura, and flopped the whole 
road of the pafs, with trees which they felled on either tide, and with 
much labour dragged and laid them acrols the road with fo much 
contrivance, th.V a Angle perfon could not pafs w ithout continual 
difficulty.

No events of great importance had happened during the courfe 
o f this year, in the country of Tinivelly. The commandant, Ma­
homed Ifloof, after the repulfe before Wafiiim lore in the end 
o f the preceding year, was, from the want of battering cannon, 
no longer in a condition to attack the ftronger holds of the polygam ; 
and contented himfelf, until fupplied, wjth porting the grratefl part nf 
las army in ftations to check thePulita nr and the cart, i n poly gars; but 
remained himfelf with the rell at Tinivelly, watching Catabominaiguc 
and theweftern. The departure ofMaphuze Khan "mm NelJitangnvilL* 
in the month of January, left the Pulitavcr and his allies no longer 
die pretext o f Qppofmg the authority of the Nabob in fupport of the 
rights of his elder brother; and they debated whether they rtiould 
treat with Mahomed Ifloof, or wait the event of Maphuze Khan’s 
journey, who they fuppofed would return to them, if  not received 
on bis own terms by the Nabob. In this uncertainty, they formed 
no vigorous defigns, and employed their colleries in night robbe­
ries wherever they could elude the ftations of Mahomed Ifloof; but 
attempted nothing in the open field or day. Nevcrthclefs, their 
depredations were fo ruinous to the cultivation, that Ma­
homed Ifloof thought it worth the expence, to draw oft' fome of 
their dependants and entertain them in the Company’s fcrvicc, 
as beft able to retaliate the fame mifehief on thole by whom 
they had been employed; and towards the end of April, C m ! 
of thefe petty leaders, with their followers, amounting in the whole 
to 2000 colleries, joined him at Tinivelly, and faithfully entered 
on the duties for which they had engaged. Nothing, h >u ver, like 
m'rnlar fighting happened untill the end of May, when Catabo- 
minaigue appeared at the head of two or three thoufand men, . • ar
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1760. Etiaporum, and flood the attack of Even companies o f Sepoys, drawn 
r '"‘ 7 “̂ '  from the limits towards Nellitangaville, by whom  they were difperfed, 

but with little lofs. In May Mahomed lffoof received intelligence r' 
the fertilities commenced by theM yloreans from Dindigul, and the 
orders o f the Prefidency to oppofe them ; in confcquence o f which lie 
lfa t  the detachment we have mentioned o f 1500 Sepoys, 300 horfe, 
and 3000 peons. T h ey  were fcarcely gone, when a . °w and unexpected 
alarm a role in the T in ivelly  country. T h e  Dutch government at 
the ifland o f Ceylon had received a large reinforcement o f  European 
troops from Batavia, which aflembled at the port o f Columbo, op- 
pollte to Cape Comorin, from whence a part o f them arrived in the 
beginning o f June atTutacorin, aDutch fort on the continent, 40 miles 
cart o f T inivellv. T w o  hundred Europeans, with equipments, tents, 
and field-piece -:, immediately e icamped, giving out that they fhould 
Ihortlv be reinforced bv more than their own number, and that 400 
other Europeans had left Batavia at the fame time with themlelves, 
ami were gone to, Cochin on the Malabar coaft, in order to join the 
kins- of Travancore. T h e  natives were frightened, and pretended 
to have difeovered, that the force they faw was intended to afiift the 
polvcars in driving the Englifh out o f the country o f T in ivelly, 
ami to b e g in  by attacking the town. Mahomed Ifloof immediately 
lent to the Dutch chief at Tutacorin, to demand an explanation; 
who imfwerul, that lie fhould give none. A few days after the 
troops advanced inland, and halted at Alvar Tin ivelly, a town in 
a very fertile diftrift, litUated 20 miles s. E. o f Tin ivelly, and the 
Jiar.e dithmoj s. w. o f Tutacorin; and at the fame time, another 
b ' . d o f  200 Europeans landed from Colomlx) at Manapar, 20 
[rules to the s. l . of Alwar Tinivelly. Mahomed IfToof had pre- 
e ioully drawn troops from the eaftern rtations, and marching with 
4000" Sepoys, a ad fomc liorle, appealed in fight o f the Dutch troops 
u Alvar T inivclly in the evening o f the 18th o f June; who, in the 

ci,filing night, decamped in ftridt filenee, and marched back to 
Tutacorin • thofo at Manapar went away thither likewife in the 
, -.i, -n 11 b̂ i 1 aiions v. 'neb brought them ; and no more was heard 0.1 

J ,;„ al arm. z T he

T he W ah or C o r o m a n d e l . BookXIII.



T he depredations of the polygars continued; but, deprived o f 1760. 
Maphuze Khan, and hearing how clofely Pondicherry was inverted, 
they ventured nothingmore: thePulitaver’s colleries continued as ufual 
the moft aftive in the robberies; and to reprefs them, Mahomed 
Iffoof again rtationed the greateft part o f his force towards Nellitan- 
gaville. In December thefe troops formed a camp at the foot 
o f the hills withb, three miles of this place, and Mahomed Illoof 
joined them from Tinivelly on the 12th; he had purehafcd 
feveral eighteen-pounders at Tutacorin, and had the two mortars 
which had been fent to him the year before from Angenjo, but no 
lhot or Ihells for either, and was moreover in want o f gun-powder 
and flints, all which he expen d from Tritchinopoly, and, whillt 
waiting for them, made l'ueh preparations a: the country afforded to 
attack Nellitangaville in form. On the 20th of the month, the 
colleries, with the Pulitaver at their h oid, attacked his camp, lid- 
lying, as ufual, on all quarters at once, and p«.diffed until 100 of 
them fe l l ; but they killed ten of Mahomed IflooPs men, and 
wounded feventy, and fome horfes.

At this time the Myforeans on the frontier,. o f Caroor, al­
though profefljng peace, and dil'avowing the operations of the go­
vernor of Dilidigiil’, did not prohibit their own horfe from foraging in 
the dirtriils, of which they had con fen ted that the Englilh jfhould col- 
left the revenue until the Prefidency and their king had agreed 
concerning the reftitution of the fort. The crop on the ground was 
plentiful and ready to be c u t; and as the renewal o f hortilities 
would only aggravate the evil they meant to revenge, Captain 
Richard Smith refolved to remain quiet until the harveil was ga­
thered. Such was the ftate of tlie fouthern countries at the end of 
the year.

The confumption of pro-, 1 lions in Pondicherry had ever tince the 
month of Auguft exceeded the fuppHcs received. In November, 
when the black inhabitants were turned out, the fohlivi were pm 
to an allowance ot a pound of rice a day, with a little meat at in­
ter v als. In the beginning of December, Mr. Dally can led a llrkl 
fearch to he made in all the houfos of individuals, and \\ hat coin, 1

found
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i <h. ft  . i in tiiem v/n-' brought to the citadel, from whence they were
X—  T-7 cli:irlbwtwd indiscriminately to the military and inhabitants. T w o
x). ccmucr. , * '  . r  .. , , i

Colonels lately arrived from I1 ranee, men of family, deemed tr~ 
i; a roll h them apartment., an affront, and font word to Mr. I illy, 
that thee would no longer act as officers; but on every 'occafion 

volunteer.:.. But the event juftified the feverh'y ; for by the 
end o f IX'cemher, notwithstanding fome lu^yly had come in 
1». the fes, the foci: remaining in the public ftore v.us not more 
tlarn the coniumptio'n of tiiree days; and Mr. Tally, guided by 
e i tail 1 information, determined that another fearcli fhould he 
made ; on which father I.avaur, the fuperior of the Jefuits, who 
knew all the Jecrcts of the town, prevailed on him to defer it, pro- 
miling to produce a luffiX uoy for fifteen days more, but gave no 
taped;,non of farther fupply ; but the French agents With V iz- 
va/.vjmnt lent hopes of furrveding in their negotiation; and on 
t i. in it d.p of tlv yea' intelligence was received in the Englifh 
c. mn, and lbn.cwhat credited, that a large body o f  Morattoes, with 
all the French horfe, were arrived from Cudapanatam at Trino- 
malee, ai d were going to Thiagar, from whence they intended, 
at all events, to puffi with provilious to Pondicherry.

T he rains had coaled for fome days, and the weather was re­
fined to its ufual temperance ; the fky bright, although the winds 
foinctime; ftrong, which always, at this foafon, blow from the north, 
and near the coafl in the day from thu fea, and at night from the 
land: but on tiro 30th o f December, although the weather con­
tinued fair, a large fwell came from the s. n. and the furf heat fo. 
hollow and heavy, that no boats could pals; which cncrealed in the 
night. The in or morning the wind frefhened, and the fky was 
club and dufky, hut without that wild irregularity which prognosti­
cates a f! k'jti ; and ibis afpett did not change till noon, norths wind 
<t,rival until eight at night. There were in the road eight fail o f 
the lin, , two frigates, the h/e-fhip, and the fhip with ftorcs from 
M  dial's h: all 12 fail. From eight o’clock the wind blew in fqualls,
1 V' rv one fhouger than the Jail, until 10, when the Admiral’s fhtip, 
Nu'-.oiiv, cut her cable, and fired the fgnal fbr the other fhips to

do
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do fo too; but the fignal guns were not heard, and the fhips, 1761. 
in obedience to the difcipline o f the navy, rode until their 
obles parted with the ft rain, when they with much difficulty 
got before the wind, none able to fet more than a fingle fail, 
and noi.e without Splitting feveral. Every minute cncreafed 
the ftorm until twelve, by which time the wind had veered from 
the N. w. where F began, to the n . e . ; when it fuddenly fell 
ftark calm with thick haze all round. In a few minutes the 
wind flew up from the fouth-eaft, and came at once in full ftrength 
with much greater fury than it had blown from the other quarter.

By the delay o f not getting early under fail whilft the ftorm was from 
the north, moll of the fhips loft the opportunity o f gaining t'ufficU 
ent fea-room before it came on from the fouth-eaft. The firft gull 
o f this wind laid the Panther on her beams, and the fea breaking- 
over her, Captain Affleck cut away me mizen ; and this not anfwer- 
ing, the main mail likewife, which broKe i k 'o w  the upper deck, 
tore it up, and continued fome time encumbering ever the fide of 
the lliip without going clear off into the fen, until the lhock o f a 
wave fent it away. The fhip then righted, the reefed forelliil flood, 
and brought her back into fourteen fathom Water, when fhe dropped 
the fheet anchor; but not bringing up, which means turning to ride 
with her head to the anchor, they cut away the fore-maft, winch 
carried away the howfprit, when the fhip came round ; and thus 
rode out the ftorm. The America, Medway, and Falmouth, cutting 
away all their marts on the different neccflities u itli the fame pru­
dence, rode it out likewife, after .hey had anchored again nearly in 
the fame foundings as the Panther.

The Newcaftle, the Queenborough frigate, and the Piotedlor 
fire-fhip, returning with the s. e . ftorm, miftook their found­
ings, and drove towards the fhore, without knowing wlu re tlevy 
were, or attempting to anchor. The roaring of the furl was 
not to be diftinguifhed in the general tumult of the cL meats ; 
and the danger was not difeovered until it was too late, am! 
three fhips came nfhore about two miles to the fouth of Ifyndi-
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j j 6 i . cherry; hue only feven in all the crews peri hed, who were knocked 
'— v— > , over board by the fhoek o f Unking aground.

T h e Duke o f Aunitain, the Sunderland, and the Duke ftorefbip, 
unfortunately preferred all their mails through both the ftornn, un­
til they were diivcn back to the neccfiity o f anchoring; and in 
bringing up with them Handing, all the three either broached to, 
or overjft, and went to the bottom. Eleven hundred Europeans 
je rifhed in thefe drips; only feven, and f  ren la fears, were laved 
out o f the crows, who were picked up the next day, floating oil 
pieces of wreck.

T h e difference o f the'element prevented the deftruftioh from be­
in'1; equal at land; but the ravage in proportion was not lefs. A ll 
the tents and temporary caferns of the camp on the Red-hill, and 
its out-ports, were blown to-piccc s. The ammunition abroad for 
immediate fervice was mined Nothing remained undamaged that 

w as not under the ,u:iu r o f  mafonry, either at the redoubts o f the 
bound-hedge, in the buildings at Oulgarrey, or in the fort o f Ville- 
nore, where the main rtock of gun-powder was depofited. The foi,- 
diers, unable to carry off their mufkets,- and refill: the rtorm, had 
left them to the ground, and were driven to feck flielter for their 
own perlons wherefoever it was to be found. Many o f the black 
attendants of the camp, from the natural focblenefs ot their con- 
rtitution, perilhcd by the inclemency of the hour. T he fca had every 
where broken over the beach, and overflowed the country as far as 
the bound-badge ; and .ill the batteries and redoubts which the army 
had railed were intircly ruined. But thefe detriments might be re­
paired. The great anxiety remained for the other fltips o f the 
fquadron, whofe fortune was not yet known.

T h e town o f Pondichcry beheld the rtorm and its ctfcfts 
,i. a di I it erance feat from heaven. T h e fun role clear, and lh- wed 
tl. • havock fprtad around. It was pmpoled by feme to march 
out immediately, and attack the Eng!ilh arm y; but this operation 
was impra&icable ; b. caufc no artillery could ruovt through the 
inundation, nor could the troops carry their own ammunition dry , 
oth .rwafo three hundred men, properly armed, would not, for

three
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three hours after day-light, have met with ioo together m a con- m u .  
v ition to refift them. The wi(h o f every one then  ̂turned ; o cxpeo ^ ^ 7  
tarion that the flfljh from Madagallar might arrive in the inter­
val bt/ore the Englifh fhips in the road were repaired, or others 
joined them from the fea: but the excellence of the opportunity did 
not alter Mr. Tally’s miftruft of the refource; and letters were 
immediately difpatched -o the agents at Puliacate, Tranquebar, and 
Negapatam, ordering them to fend away providons with inftant ex­
pedition, at every rifque, on any kind of embarkation.

The anxiety for the miffing ffiips continued until lun-fet of the 
next day, when the Norfolk with Admiral Stevens’s flag was diCo­
vered in the offing. The fhip, prepared at all points, before the 
fouth-eaft ftorm arofe, feudded before it with a flay-fail, without 

doling a mart, and without being obliged to anchor until the wind 
fell, when in the morning they difeovered Sadrafs. The appichen- 
fion of more bad weather made the Admiral pm out again to fea; 
when he met the Liverpool, entirely difmafted. 1 his ffiip, having 
parted her cable, and got under fail before the others, had gained more 
fea-roorn than any o f than ; but the i'outh-eafl florin had carried 
away all her mafts; foon after they were joined by the Grafton, 
who gave the welcome information that ffie had left, on the 28th' 
of December, the Lenox, Admiral Cornifli, with the York, and 
Weymouth, 30 leagues off the land : they were all returning to­
gether from Tfincomah : the Grafton, after parting with them, met 
hard weather during the hours in which the florin was raging near 
the coaft. The Admiral, leaving her to take care of the Liver­
pool. anchored in the road of Pondicherry the next morning, and 
they in the afternoon, 'lire other three (hips came in the next 
day. On the 7th came in the Salilbury, with the prize la Compagnie 
dns Indea, Jikewife from Trincunaly, and the T yg-r from Madrid's,
\yher< the violence o f  the florin had not reached. No more were 
to lie expvfted ; for the Elizabeth and "he South fea-caftle, want­
ing the nock, were .< ailed for Bombay, with the two other pn/.cs, 
the 1 larmione and Balcine. But by this time, the fom tlilmalud 
thips, although not quite refitted., wejre again in a conditio-'. tv>
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1761. aft on neceffity; and thus in a week after tn  ̂ ftorm, which had 
raifed fuch hopes o f deliverance in the garrifon o f Pondicherry, th :y 

JanU '7‘ to p  their road again blockadea by eleven fail o f he line, and alth*- ugh 
three of them were only o f 50 guns, all were manned alxve their 
complements by the addition of the crews which had been faved 
troin the three {tranche! {hips. Their boats continually cruizing, 
intercepted, 01 drove away whatfoever embarkations came towards 
the road with provifions; but leveral boats which were launched from 
the town in the three nights immediately after the ftorm, favoured 
by the wind, the current, and the darknefs, elcaped to the fouth- 
ward. In one o f them Mr. L a ily  lent away Rajahfaheb, the fon 
of Chundalaheb, who, ever lince the defeat o f Vandiwafh, had re- 
fided with his family in Pondicherry; lie landed at Negapatam, 
and from thence palled to Ceylon in the charafter o f an elephant- 
merchant.

E v c y  diligei ic ; was exerted to reftorc the works and ftations o f 
the army to the condition from which they had been difmantled 
by the ftorm. Reports o f the Morattoes continued, and the ad­
vantages of the prelent opportunity increafed the apprehenfions o f 
then attempts to throw provilions into the town. The bound hedge 
and its redoubts remained as before a lullicient defence as far as they 
extended ; but the louth fide o f the blockade along the river o f 
Ariancopang was laid open by the ruin o f the two batteries on the 
coco-nut and find ifland, and o f  the ftar redoubt on the fpit o f fand 
to' 1 ag.unft tb(. bar ; which could not be reftored in ten days ; and 
the toirent o f the river prevented the immediate tranlpOrt o f men and 
matTiuE to let about the work. Colonel Coote therefore deter­
mined, as fooi 1 as the river fubfulcd, to furprizc St. Thomas’s re­
doubt, which, wbilft it remained as at prefent without oppofition 
on the other fhcix, would proteft the paflage o f what convoys the 
garrifon might expeft ; but i f  taken, would preclude their approach 
-‘ven more tlficaciouftv than the polls on this the blockade which 
1 hv ftorm had ruined. Flic waters fell fnfticicntly on the 5th, and 
liie detac hment inti nded .tor the attack, having previoully aftembled 
at: the Aiiaucopang redoubt, which ftood above at the extremity of 
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the bound-hedge and on the fame fide of the river, marched down 1761. 
after it was dark under the bank, which was fteep and Ikirted by a 
land. The redoubt flood at the opening, but on the farther fide, o f a 
channel, which ftrines to the north from the main body of the river, 
and carrier water into the ditches o f the town. A  French officer, with 
three troopers o f his nation, who had taken fervice in the Englifh 
army, crofted firft, whilfl Colonel Coote himfelf, with the reft o f the 
detachment, halted on the nether fide of the channel. The officer 
was challenged, and anfwered that he came from the town with a 
party, which Mr. Lally had fent off in haffe, on intelligence that 
the Englifh intended to attack the redoubt this very night. He was 
believed, and admitted; and Colonel Coote hearing no lniftle or firing, 
immediately fent over the front o f his party, who, as loon as their 
numbers were fufficient, declared thcmfilves, and threatened to put 
the whole guard to death, if  a Angle man made the leaft noile, or at­
tempted to elcape. A ll obeyed, excepting one Caffre, win itole away 
unperceived. T hey confirtcd o f a ferjeant, five gunners, five CatFres, 
and fome Sepoys. The chief engineer, Mr, Call, followed with the 
pioneer company o f 50 Europeans, and 100 Lalcurs, carrying ga­
bions, fafeinee, and tools, with which they immediately let to work 
to clofe and retrench the gorge; over which it was intended when 
neceflary to turn the guns agaitift the town. A t one in the morning 
blue lights appeared over the ramparts along the fouth front, is i f  the 
garrifon apprehended fome attack on their walls. Soon after they began 
to fire Angle (hot upon the redoubt, which came with luch good aim, 
that the party at work threw the guns out o f their carriages on 
the ground, to prelerve them. At two, every thing was quiet 
in the town, and the work forward, when Colonel Coote went 
awa>, to get reft at lus head quarters at Oulgarry, leaving a lieu­
tenant o f artillery, with the 40 Europeans, and t o o  Sepoys, in 
the redoubt, which the officer was ordered to defend to the laid 
extremity. T he workmen had finifhed, and were withdrawn at 
four o’clock. At five, the redoubt was attacked by the four coin- 
names of grenadiers from the garrifon : they aftaulted on every
V 4 Y  2 dA
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i - i . fide atone?, few fired, and all pulhed with fixed «/onets through 
v— *— 1 the ditch over the parapet. T h e refiftance was not equal either
January. rQ tjie q rci1nth o f  the port, for t was doled o i all ftdes; or to

the number o f the guard, which were, including the Sepoys, 170 ' 
men. Some efcaped by jt; ; ifig ov,r the parapet; a fjwr were 
killed, and the greater part, with the officei, fur-rendered themfelves 
prifoners. At noon, Mr. Lally font back all who had been taken, 
to the Englifh camp, for want of provilions to feed them ; but on 
condition, tb.at they Ihould not act again'. This difeovery o f the 
diihvfs o f the garrifon could only be required or warranted by the 
utmoft nccdlity. How-vuti, Mr. Lally might fuppofe, that the pii- 
foners had not time to learn t he word o f what the town was en­
during. and that they could not tell lb much as deferters.

On the failure o f this attempt,- a large portion o f the working 
parties was allotted to complete the redoubt on the Ipit o f fand, - 
which w as .0 replace that which had been walhed away. It was 
railed for the advantage of higher ground, three hundred yards in 
the rear o f the former ; its feale diffident to contain 400 men, and 
to mount 16 guns in different directions. Equal attention was given 
to repair and complete the Hanover battery, where, from the lownefs 
of the fituation, much labour waa requifite to clear the water, which 
had Idled the trench that communicated with it from fome inclofures 
in the rear. The only lire from the town was to interrupt the 
workmen here, but with little effect:. On the 7th, the Com- 
pany’s Hup 1‘ almouth arrived from Mndrafs, laden with battering 
cannon, ammunition, and dorm, to replace what had foundered 
in the Duke : and on the 9th another lhip brought Mr. Pigot the- 
governor, with Mr. Dupre, 011c of the council, and Captain Robert 
Barker, who had been to Madrafs to fuperintend the embarkation o f 
the bores and artillery, which Captain HHlop and he were now to 
dirrd again ft the town.

At this time tb> Nabob received intelligence 11 rat his agents had 
concluded a negotiation with the Morattoe general Vuvazypunt.
A run. and theBilhopol Halicarnaflus, had added the ofte-r o f Thiagar

2 to
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to Gino-ee an-1 tie payment of 500,000 rupees for they- affidance, 1761^
and profered fublaatiai Ihroffs as ferurity ; how this wary tribe ot Janttary,
money-changers *ere induced t j  this venture, when there was 
not fo much in Pondicherry, nor likely to come, remains un­
accountable. Either Vizvrrhpunt himfelf mud have encouraged 
them to ftand forth in appearance, that-he might obtain the hjgheft 
terms from the Nabob ; or fome fecret enemy of-the Nabob, who was 
to gain advantage by the march of the Morattoes into the C arnatic, 
and the fupport of Pondicherry, mud have proved to the fluofo the 
certainty of producing the money before the payment ihotild t ill 
jpon their fccurity; in this cad wc lee no one but HyderaUy to 

conjecture. The Nabob’s agents were fo perplexed by the faJ, Jwt 
they rofe by degrees from the fame fum of 500,000 rupees with 
which they had begun, and concluded for two million, ot which 
one w-as to be paid in 20 days, and the other in nine months ; on 
which Vizvazipunt told the French reprefentatives, th= t they luc 
no afliftance to exped from him; and Allen and the Bilhop 
went away with their troops, who were 200 Europeans mounted, 
and 100 on foot, to HyderaUy in Bengalore, which is live days 
from Cudapanatam. The Nabob, on this important occahon, as 
indeed on all others ever fince he was convinced ot the pro­
bability of taking Pondicherry, enlarged himfelf with more dc- 
ciiiot) and fpirit, than he had ever exerted fince Ins government, 
and fird connexion with the Englilh nation; anil as the i malic It 
undiflembled excelles of the mind tell more than the whole com- 
pofure of political reafon, he never failed to alk Colonel Cootc 
every day, whether he was lure, and when, Pondicherry would 
funendcr. Advices were at the lame time received from Captain 
Pro don, that he had attacked the pettah of Thiagar, winch naiui, 
on thi plain, and after fume refilhuice carried both the mud-wa s ; 
on which the French troops who defended it tan to the mca, 
a„d eved themfelves h, the fortifications above, wind, eonU on y 
ho faulted by fcrptize, or tedneed by femme or bombardment I. 
bad already begun to throw fl*H. from two bowitaer., and was wait-

o
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1761. ing for mortars from Madrafs. Thefe advices rerr T'ed any farther 
j ^ T ’ apprehenfions of fuccours gettn g into Pondicherr. from the land.

By the morning of the 10th, tin Hanover batter r was eompleated; 
but before it opened, Colonel Cootc, witli fever a I officers, advanced 
from the Villenore redoubt, to reconnoitre the baftions o f the 
town. As they were handing about 800 yards from the walls, a 
flag appealed approaching. Colonel Coote lent forward his aid- 
de-camp lieutenant Dueipe, (not the officer we have mentioned 
at Vandivafh) to receive his meflage or letters. T w o other officers 
accompanied Duefpe, and went on in the avenue leading from 
the Villenore redoubt, to the glacis, until they were challenged by 
rhe Gentries, and ordered to retire; but not obeying, a fhot was 
fired from a fi .-pounder on the Villenore gate, which milled them, 
but u n f.ru  mtely ft ruck and killed Duefpe, as he was talking to 
the mefienyer. Colonel Coote fent to demand fatisfa&ion for the 
outrage, C  ipofmg it unprovoked. Mr. Lally confined the officers
on dut^ at the and the next day fent his aid-de-camp to explain 
lj 1 mifchan.ee, for which he ex prefled much concern.

*  few hours after Dueipe was killed, the Hanover battery 
op, red with ten guns, fix were twenty-four, and four eighteen- 
pounder., and with three mortars, two of thirteen and one of ten 

K " , n. lL ilV‘ £U15S <)n the left fired upon, the weft face o f the

I  T l 01 the CT nter‘ Suard be%  The two next
thl' »« . "Well <vas r,mu, and mount-: r e 1:;: s ‘i v n:?lN st- *■* ^ «*> .*«

m Hont In-twecn then T l ’ [ \ ad 3 £°°d ravelin
o f rhe cannon cm.cd in t i t  '* * * * '  T h « fire
at in ten aj throughout the dav T| l  mortars c°o ti^ ed  
nngly. The next da;, the n th  «arnfo,» returned v * 7  ipa- 
magni by its own ufe, fired left,* atI| having fit an da-

addition of ffceils from two mortars* in i l / 'v - T '1 mort\  w i^  the 
f ;W'ral times fi ft in and near the l j „ * .  . * ,l U(?re ravelin, which

|,,elcis °Pf-ncd again the next morning mnr " ’ uch fleve-r”
h q c rePaited, snd with

great
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great vivacity , but the enemy neither in this nor the preceding 1761.
night hac y h a i  any repair to the n . w . baftion, and its counter- ^
guard; which, ii confequence ci this negleft; had very little fire
to return, nor did much conv from the baftion of St. Joleph, or
the works o f the Vaidore gST. Many deferter. came over in the fie two
nights, and their accowits agreed of the dilmal diftrefs of the gaf-
rifon. T he Englilh army, on the contrary, received the confi reflation
o f a report, that more forces from England (lent by the fame lpirit .
as the others) were arrived at Anjengo, on the coaft o f Malabar.
fix hundred men, the remainder o f the highland regiment, had
embarked in the month o f May in five o f the company’ s (hips and
two men o f war of the line. Three o f the company’s and one of
the men o f war arrived at Anjengo on the 15th of ii' 'comber, and
the others were daily expetted there.

T h e redoubt on the (pit of land to the fouth was coi lpleated by 
the night o f the 1 2th, and the workmen and tools recall.- , to ferve at 
the opening o f the trenches, for which all the materials were by this 
time collefted. T h e Hanover battery fired little through the 1 ,t: , 
and received only a few fihells. In the beginning of the night., ali 
appointed for the trenches were aflembled at the bleaching town.
T h ey were 700 Europeans draughted from the rank and rile, 400 
lafears, the pioneer company o f 70 Europeans, and 200 coolies: 
there were likewife 400 oxen, with their drivers, one to three.
T h e ground was opened, under cover, juft within the fkirt of the 
bleaching town, in the part neareft the beach. After three (hoit 
returns, the trench was brought to the outride of the houfes, 
and from hence pufhed on obliquely in one ftreight line, until 
it paffed crofs the high road leading from the Mad Is gate, on the 
oUk«- ftde o f which road, the intended batterv was to be erected..
T h is oqjqUe trench was 480 yards long, and from its termination 
was Cjntinued another o f 280 yards, parallel to the defences o f 

Town* T w o  fhort trenches continued, one from each end 
of A  is parallel; and fell in with the two ends of the intended 
battery, which was to be conftructed 40 yards in. fron t; and the 
parallel in the rear was to be the ftation o f the main guard for.

the 1
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i-fir. the foipport of the battery, if attacked. -All tin . rork, compre- 
|— v— ‘ bending- 800 yards, Iheltered on the left -by gabir.u., ines, and1  ̂* j ̂   ̂1" y a ^   ̂  ̂  ̂ ^

fluid-bags, was executed by the Ei ropean foldiery. divide1 into com- 
panics, all working at the fame time according t j the-trace, on the 
ui lireut ground allotted to each diviffon ; whitft the 400 lafears, 
and the a00 coolie;, were employed in bringing the materials, not 
only to them, but to the battery, where the pioneers were 
at work, as reuairing more knowledge and exafitnefls ; who before 
the morning had fmilhed fix ernbrafures in the battery; to which, 
like wife, the oxen had brought the cannon from the artillery- 
park, which had been formed near the fca-fhore, juft without 
the bound-hedge. It was fcarcely pofhble for the fame number 
’ -f hand;- to have done more work in the fame time. Colonel 
Coote, and the principal officers, palled the night in the trenches, 
and were .ccompanied by Mr. Pigot and Mr. Dupre. The town, 
to their g -at fu'-pnze, although blue lights often appeared on 
the w a l l d i d  not tire a tingle lhot to interpupt the work. Care 
had been taken to lcffen the ufual noife, by not driving the 
picquets of the gabions into the earth with the entrenching tools ; 
ncverthelefs, fo many pcrlons continually bufy, the found of the 
can luges and oxen, and the call of their drivers could f carcely re- 
mnin unheard;, as the battery was within 450 yards of the walls. 
Juft before day-light all the workmen were withdrawn, and 100 
Lumpen os, with poo Sepoys, were polled in the parallel, and ano­
ther party of the fame number in the cover ot the village at the 
fril of th- f tenches, in order to Jbpp at the foremofl' guard. The 
embrr. forte that were, finiihed were left mall ed ; bccauie there had 
not hern 'line to lay down the platforms for the guns. Neverthe­
less ' w;)' cxprided, that the g’arnion would fire hotly the ending 
d v. we f i t  only to damage the parapet of the battery.

They were doubflcls aflonillv d at tie  work they lfov done* bot, 
r> L i-red now in <1 then, and only tingle flint at a time - cf"' 

fog which, them.iet engineer font carpenters, w bo laid down the- jat- 
thims, without receiving any hurt The Ilanover battery tired 
throughout the day, with all its artillery and redoubled vivacity,

which
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which, before ry  it filenced all the guns againft which it opened ; x 761.
on the N. w. K-Hon and its counter guard, on St. lofenh’s, on the v~>. 0  ̂ J 1 January.
two demi-bwnons. and on the rav Jin o f  the Valdore gate.

At night the p oncers, with 300 Laicais, went to work, again
at the royal battery; and tin town, having well marked the aim,
kept up a fmart ore w fhot, grape, and mufketrv, which 
killed or dangeroufly wounded 12 men in the battery. Several 
fhowers of rain fell in the night, which gave apprehcnlion that 
the enemy would fally ; but they refrained, and before day-light 
the battery was complcated. It was called the royal, and co 'tamed 
e even twenty-four pounders, and on the left threv heavy mortc •, It 
opened early in the morning, and, fccondcd hv the c, ifs and cnfil. ding 
tire of the Hanover battery with 10 guns, loon filenced .,’1 the defences 
which bote upon i t ; excepting a gun or two on the bait >n next the 
beach. Inaftivity joined neceffity in this unaccount ble aban­
don of defence; which was fo great, that, what ran y happen, 
until all commanding works are entirely demofilhed, men wcr. 
and continued at work throughout the day, along the whole '
the trenches, fixing more fecurely the gabions, ramming ... ■ 
earth, and fm /' mg the tops of the parapet, that the tin j , ir 
tallied upon in the eniuing night, me... c o\ . r them with c-; 
tainty and fafety. A party was draughted to begin, ;./ it
-was dark, another battery of fix guns, 300 yards nearer to the 
beach, and 1 50 nearer the wulh; ; it c 1 . n led to deilroy the 
flanks of the fevcral bullions, winch the royal be. 1..; y could only 
take in reverie.

As the fun was letting.. Colonel Coote coming, as was hi cudom, 
to fupervife the batteries, law a 11 ig advancing m the Yilk mie 
avenge; who, being challenged, announced the approach of a Im­
putation, They came on foot, the town having ruithei horii. . or 
ptlankvi bearers to carry them, and Colonel.Coote received thorn at 

htad-quarters at Ou^garry. The deputies were Colonel Hut re, 
com --md'ant: of 'lie king's artillery, father Lavaur, fuperior of the 
J. in,, , Moracm and Courtin, members of the council, with Tobin 
fencing &s interpreter

Vo 1.. II. 4 Z  yi Colonel
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1761. Colonel Durre delivered a memorial figned by Mr. Lady of the 
folio win >7 purport: “  That 1'' e Englifh had 'UiW* -handerna-

j H i i i i c i r y #  o i i x  # ,  ,  . . 1 * 1 1 1 1
“  gore againft the faith of the treaties ot neut; lhty v  Inch had al- 
“  ways fubflfted between the Eimoean nation, in Bengal, and ef- 
“  pecially between the Englilh and I* iv 'ch  ; and this at a time, when 
“ 'that lcttlement had juft rendered the Legion the moll iignal fer- 
“  ices, as well by refilling to join the Nabob Surajah Dowlah in 
“  the attack of Calcutta, as by receiving a id luccouring the inha- 
“  bitants of this col >ny, after their defeat and difperfion ; by 
“  which prote&ion they were enabled to remain in the province, an .1 
“  by this continuance to recovt r their lettlemcnts; as Mr. Pigot h id 
“  acknowledged in a letter to the government o f Pondicherry.— ** 
That “  the gov-^ment of Madrafs had refufed to fulfil the con- 
“  ditioi.se 1 a cm tel concluded between the two crowns, although 
“  Mr. Pi) nt lud at fir (I accepted the cartel, and commifiioners had 
“  be n an, Ml ted n both tides to nnct at Sadrals, in order to fettle
“  amicably w hatt.iev._r difficulties might occur in the execution.” -_
“  This C0j:duC ot the Englifh (Mr. Lally goes on) puts it out o f 
“  Pow L as rcfjiontiblc to the court of France, to propofe anv 
“  C;,T’l !uh.ti m loi- th city of Pondicherry ”— “  The troops o f the 
“  - ” h and ci i' pm,v (iirrender thcmll-Jves, for want of provi- 
“  I ons, prisoners o f war to his Britannic Majefty, conformably 
“  r,(> l!l" 1' " l- nf tl'i' cartel, which Mr. Lally claims for the 

" ’ b.Pi' .i t, end citizens, and for the cxcroife of the 
“  R°nVin tho ‘ ‘ iii.io ,M.i hofpitals, chaplains, fur-

!V r, Kn.ng to the two courts to decide a
y y  »■ ■ > <■ "- .i«  v „ f  tM ties fo folcmuIy d -_

... eihul. liiroiil-qufiic.;, Mr. Coote may to-morrow mom

" » ' t0d; ' k poflcflion of the ViUenore-eatc, cm;
' ' T ’ f  br , t  r '  daJ' of the gates o f t|ie citadel fFcoMmif-
, d b  “  ll:;s ,l,e Uancls, h,maydidiat,mount.

j y  *V-<«.......> !*» > 'T «l«..k proper.',.. From apt

w l.crdixvc, they1 S S t S ^ * ? * ? * *  “1 P L  01 that they re- 
“  main

• G< W \
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•“T i i n  Aril-oners w h o the Engliffi, a,id be not delivered into the l ? G u '
« hands of Mahbir d Ally Cawn, ftill Paged v.-ith vlic blood ov the Jauul.y.
« father and ir J a m , which he fhed. co the lhame indeed ot thole 
“  who deliveCd up v "hundafaheb to aim, but to the fhame hkewnc 
“  of the commander o ' the Engliffi army, who ought not to have lut- 
“  fered ihch a barbarity to h-.e been committed m his camp. -■
“  Beino- himfelf confine 1 by the cartel in the declaration which he 
«* Is notv making to Mr. Coote, Mr. Pally confents that the mem- 
« hers o f the council of Pi ndicherry make their own reprel natations,

• «. on what may more immediately concern their particular mt .efts,

« ; nd thofe of the colony.” .
Father Lavaur and the other deputrea prclcllttd ancthc. m ano­

rial, drawn up by the governor and the council or .o rn irierr),
containing the following requilitrons. “  That no hr, t o U h ,
.. done to the inhabitants: their houfes be preterved l. clteCl.
“ and mercantile goods left to their own dilpol.il: than a.l a w  
“  chofe might remain in their habitation*, and were to uc con- 
.. Meted as BritSh fubjefls, and enjoy their termer po.ieffions and 
“  advantages. In their 'favour the Roman t atholic religion was 
“  to be maintained; the churches, the houfo■ ot t je  ereUialra s,
“  and the religious orders, whether within or w it, .out the city, to he 
“  nreferved with every thing belonging to them ; the mi lionau.»lu c.
“  to .10 and come, and receive under the Englilh flag the fiimc pro-
.. te lion  as they had under the French.” “  N o builduigs or edilices,
“  and no part of the fortifications, were to be dcnioliflnd, until t.u 
“ d e c iM n P  the rdpeftivc i o v e r e , “  T he records U, the 
“  xegifter-office, on which the fortunes of mdr uhisls d, pern., ^  w 
« to remain under the care of the prefent dcppfitarie*, and l.v im 

France, at their diferetion.” — “  Not only t je ™
French, but of whatfoever other nation cftabWhtd at 1 on 
rv for their common c, were to partiupite ot then: con- 
.. b u rphe Creoles o f Bourbon and Mauritius, of v. an

“  number, including five officers, arc 4 . ,  b»«»8  ^  »
“  v o t e * * - .  fiiall have liberty to return home by the foil <H
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1761. “  tunitjr.”—  “  Safeguards were to be furnifhcd l -> ore vent cf borders.'
lanuary!' ^n(f all thefe conditions  ̂ 'ere to be executed vs di gor 1 faith.”

Colonel Coote gave an anfvvt r in writing to IV.r. L,,. ‘y’s memorial, 
fignifying, that “  the particulai of the capti re of Chandernagore 
“  were before his Britannic Majc^v, which precluded him from 
“  entering into any difcuiTioii on this tC'jeft, neither could he admit 
“  that: it had any relation to the fur render rr Pondicherry.”  “  That 
“  1 :j difpui<; wh.ich bad arilen concerning the cartel remained as yet 
“  U1H1, 'id' by winch it was out o f his power to con font that the 

‘ roojjs in Pondicherry fhould be deemed prifoners on the terir.s 
“  ot that cam i ;  but that they mud: furrender prifoners o f war, to 
“  he treated at his diforetion, which fhould not be deficient in ,iu- 
“  manitv.”   ̂ “  Hint the gates of the town and citadel fhould be 
“  taken prdeflien of by the Englilh troops at the hours propofod by 
“  Mr- dy. “  T hat the mother and idlers o f Rajahfaheb fhould 
‘ ‘ i>c y d rtccl to Madrafs, where proper care fhould be taken for 
C‘ X iCir !'u ’ and that they fhould not on any account be delivered 

into the hands of th Nabob Mihomedally.”  T o  the other de- 
putuo Colonel Coote only laid, that their propofitions were anfwered
111 ms anfarerto Mr. L il ly :  they returned into the town at mid-
night.

f T " -  ' f 1 “  Was the 1(5th January, the grenadiers
,  a? ’ "  ™a'elKd from the camp, and took pofli-ffion

I  1 ,1, ! " ° !f  N C  C i ,nd < *** ' *■ «! with M r .L d iy ;  who,
1 , p  “ 01 " ' " “ ' f ’ roniented that the citadel ihould 

■ ■ 1 111' •rl.n.r. i l h , U"Af;,r‘,ihl “ l d K ; l ' s  mi8ht be put under

rm ,r  ■■ ■ j in r ps nniched h‘ from
t-' ; ■ ■ It. dr before tb, citulel -,ui ri?, F ' r V cw tip under arms on 
C ofom lC oonthc , r vicwai\bf ! , L ?g ,fh ^ 1 - facing t<- 
' 1 ofinvj-s, invalids, and oti r-" V ]' j f . *  ekduilve of

■ ’ > "  N nil v. f n tr th,. r f̂ had h.ld fhemfelves, 
g'-cn; dies o f Lor,-sin und r (lt'gne, or difoafi

, apnea ted •-!>.. mod im, ’ °.uce. the ho<Hed men v. the
' forward to y fin foe ■ ■ , „ (i u ’ ::n U1S ^nftantly f  4C thtmfolves

■ t was TO„l,eaed, that fl.om th(,ir firft

landing,
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landing- through'',it all the fervices of the field, and all the dlfirefles 1761. 
o f the bio kade >ot a man o f them h'.d ev.x defer ted to the Englilh '—  
army. The vi&oi foldier gave hi? figh (which none but banditti J-mu,a> 
could refufe, to thh folemn conte nplation of the fate of war, which 
might have been h’s own.  ̂ he French troops, after they were 
reviewed, marched ii to th _ citadel, where they depoiited their arms 
in heaps, and were then conduced to their prilons.

The next morning tl t Englifh flag was hoifted in the town, and 
its difplay was received uy the falute o f a thouland pieces of cannon, 
from every gun of every Ihipin the road, in all the Englilh polls and 
litteries, the field-artillery of the line, and on the ramparts and de­
ft ices of Pondicherry..

The furrender was inevitable, for at the fcanty rate of the 
wretched provisions, to which the garrifon had for fome time 
been reduced, there did not remain fufficient to fupply them two 
days more. Neverthelefs the deteftation againll Mr. Dally, i f  
poifible, increafed, as the foie author of the calamity, no longer 
leftrained by his authority,, broke out in the moll vindictive expref- 
fions of menace and reproach. The third day after the furrender was 
appointed for his departure to Madrafs. In the forenoon of this 
day a troop of officers, mollly of the French company’s battalion, 
went up the Heps of the government houle, towards his apart-' 
merits, where they were met by his aid de camp, whom they in- 
Exited ; and were difperfed by the guard, which came up on the 
quarrel. Tilts troop then aflcmbled and waited bJow at the gate- of 
the citadel until one o’clock.. Mr. Dally did not move until the dole 
Gf  the day'; his efcort was 15 Englilh hullars, and four troopers o f ' 
his own guard ; lie came out in his patankin, and at the gate were 
g:-*hered a hundred perfons, mollly officers, with them the coun- 
felD’ s Moracin and Courtin. As loon as Mr. LaMy appeared, a hue 
was fet Up by the whole aflembly, hilfir.j, pointing, threat.-, and 
e, uy ibuiive name; but the efcort prev anted violence. Mr. Dubois,, 

rn King’s comm’flary, who was to proceed with Mr. Dally, came 
out of tut fart an hour after, but on foot; the lame aflembly had
continued pit the parade, and Ihowered the fame abuks. Dubois

ft opt,
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ftopt, and faid be would an fiver any one. One Dev'*** ftept o'’!, they 
drew, and th e: facond pafs h i ' Dubois dead, who ,iras 6 j  years o f 

ntM‘J * ag-, fhort-lighted, and always were fpe&acles. No one would aflift 
his fervants to remove and bury ‘ he corpfe; a id his death, vio­
lent and iniquitous as it was, was twated as a : veritorous act: his 
papers were immediately taken pofleffion vr by He regiller. It was 
known, that he had, ever fmceliis arrival at pjndicherry, compofed 
pro tell-; on the part of the King, again,ft,all t.ie diforders and irregu­
larities which came to his knowledge in any of the departments o f 
the government, and the collection was very voluminous; but none 
of his papers have ever appeared.

The total number of the European military taken in the towi 
including Services attached to the troops, was 2072 ; the civil inhabi­
ts its wetc j'f  r ; t' e artillery fit tor lervice wereyoc pieces of can­
non, and ir o mortars and howits. The ammunition, arms, weapons, 
and mill tap {lores, were in equal abundance.

Oi; the 4-'- day alter the furremkr, Mr. Pigot demanded of Co- 
Jone] Coote, that Pondicherry fhould be delivered over to the Pre- 
tidency of Mndrab, as havi ng, become the property o f the Englifh Eafl 
Indi:l to m Pa,lV- A council o f war, compofed of the two admirals 
and four poft-captams of the fquadron, Colonel Coote and three 
Majors o f the king’s .troops, afiemblc-d, to deliberate on this de- 
tnauc. ; and required the authority or. which it was made. Mr. Bigot

°n .thtrkine s r,atcnt» <lated *»«* *4th o f January 1758 which 
v Kulm. the Company’s to re  and title to capture, * The c l  cU
° f ^  J 1 intent incompetent to the rretention M r T !

th‘ way., deci.ru-,1, that ifPondichel-v * ? * * * *
l.e Prdulcucy of Madrats would „ ,u furnift, i L T ^  ?<Jt lk‘!.,Vered» 

lubhftcnce of the King’s troops, or the French " ir 'fT f° r the
. 1 U ,„  burred all fe, L  e r g ^ t ,  for ^

W  the g(,verninent in England for fLlcJli a ^  t T  
comic 11 of war, therefore, hihmitted to the reouiht'n e
igainft the infult it conveyed againft the Kino’ - "* bUt prbtf^ dd 

<\dared tJ.e Prchdency rdpunfiblc for the cm fy u , t a d .

During

( sf i j l i t )% '
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During this dhcuflion, Colonel Coote detached, eight companies 1761. 

of Sepoy. • unde the command of C- ptain Stephen Smith, to inveil: 
the forts o’ Jin gee; and a convoy of military ftores were lent from 
the camp to Ma, ir Prefton, who was continuing the blockade of 
Thiagar.

The Nabob mqu fled ?xu expected that the army, after the necef- 
fary repofe, would accompany him againft inch chiefs and feudatories, 
whom he wiilied or ha 1 pretenfions to call to account, either for con­
tempts of his authority, or for tributes unfettled, or withheld. He 
had not forgiven the rebellion of his half-brother Na/enbulia of 
Nelore. His indignation had never coaled againft Mortizally, the 
bellidar of Velore, who, as well as tire three greater Polygars to 

the north, and of Arielore, and Woriorcpollam to the fcatb, wen, 
fufpe&ed of hidden treafures ; hill more the greater and Idler Mora-- 
vars; and the king of Tanjore, wealthier than all, ftarccly con- 
fidered the Nabob as his fuperior.

Rut the Preiidcncy had other attentions to regard ■ liieir trcatiiry 
and credit was exhaufted in the reduction of Pondicherry ; the care 
of 2500 French pralbners required ftrong guards and no little cx- 
pence. Bengal was engaged in hoftilities, wanted troops, and could 
lend no money. Bombay had extended its military concerns by thy 
acquifition of the cattle of Surat in the beginning of the year 1759, 
width had induced the ncccflity of other important attentions in that 
part of the continent; and they were at this time earneftly rcqudt- 
*ng ,}ie rcturn of all the troops they had lent to Coromandel. The 
faftory at Ttllicherv likewife advilcd, that they intended to flop the 
troops which were juft arrived and expe&ed in the Chips from ling- 
land, and waited only the orders of their luperiors at Bombay to 
.X’-ack the French lcttlcment at Make, in which lcrvice they nquelled 
\\hat afliftance could he fpared h an Coromandel, U was llill un­
certain what was become of the French fquadron; the Englilh 
nua.iron wanted their marines, arid were enjoined a lecret fervicc 
1, 'rn England, in which M adms was to allift. Thci'e Jews and 
conl'dcmti ":s appeared to the Prcfid, ney of more immediate impor­
tance than the indulgence of the triumphal notions which iv.died

the i



the. in;.:id of th .- Nabob, whole joy at the reduction o f Pondicherry, 
v— v— * although the arfenal which had forged all the anxieties o f nis life,
*‘i'viary' -..wts immediately iml irtcred by ibis interruption to tL nature con-

quefts he had fo near a heart: «.*'.d, unw illing:o contviue in the 
Carnatic without the entire predominance of his authority, he retired 
u, it were in difguft with vi&ory to TnwMnopo y, where he arrived 
on the i 5th of February.

IV ru.iry. Four hundred of the French prif.ners we* a fent to Madrafs, and 
the Highlanders, fix cor.ij lines, with fome ; rtillery-men, and four 
coni pa iF: of S poys, marched thither to reinforce the garrifon ; 200 
ware lint to Tritchinopoly under the efcort of 100 Europeans,, and 
lorn-. St poA-.. The reft of the prifoners remained in the dungeon > 
o f Pondicherry, until they could be otherwife dilpoled o f; and 300 
Europeans, includi:./ the pioneer company, and 50 artillery-men, 
with the trcop of European horfe, and four companies o f Sepoys,' 
were appoin led to garrilon the town. The troops from Bombay, 
bei ig 1 : d 01 the king’s artillery, and 190 common infantry, belong­
ing to that prelidenev, unharked in two they > ro return thither ; the 
marinas were reftored to tine iquadron; the reft of the army went 
into cantonments at Cuddalore.

The court of France bad inftru&ed Mr. Lally to deftroy the ma­
ritime poff fiions of the Ibglifh nation in India, which might fall 
to their arms. 1  hefe inftrudlions had be ,n intercepted ; and, in con- 
loqucnc of tinm , the court of Directors o f  the Englith Eaft-India 
Company h-ul ordu'ed tluar Pn.iid.v-ncits to retaliate the lame 
ne.dun on t. u bn'iicli lei tlctniml whur. ver ni their power. Ac- 

1 1 ' T.ly Al'- Pc.ot, with the approbation of the council o f Madrafs, 
iHoh\d to d'anoloh the fortifications of Pondicherry ; and as Mr. 
Stevens lignified bis intention to repair forthwith to Bombay,
01 ’-b r to reft Ids Iquatuon, the demolition was commenced without 
d lay, J. F .1 r.ench armament ftiould arrive during their alfence,
:\!\d recover the town, wliiJU tut fortifications remained in a condition 
to a h "il any advantage in maintaining it.

\ir. S'.jvcus 1 a led on the 23d of February, with all the/hips, Jcven 
4 ' , l"' |i,‘ ' an(l nvo ingart;’ - T h ty  took away 400 o f the prifoners

1
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iii Pom1.:cherry. iI o f the regiments of Lorrain and Lally, to be 176,1.
confined i v T3 .> bay, or fent to Europe as opportunities mould 
offer. As ? .r. Stevens intended tf aid, if nccellary, in the attack 
of Mahe, the Prefiicncy .lent c , o f the company’s artillery, and 
three of their engi icers in *!.e fquadrOn.

Mahe is fit u a red f. ur - .ales to the fouth of Tellicherry . The fort 
and town ftand not f i " from the beach of the lea, along the fouth 
fide of a river, which idmits fmall veficls. Several hills rife near 
the town, and on the two neareft on the fame fide of the rim . are 
built two fmall forts, and a much larger, called St. George, on a hill 
< n the other fide. The lettlement prciides over all belonging to the 
t  rench company on this fide of the peninfula, e xcepting their factory 
at Surat. Thefe dependencies are five forts to the north of Telii- 
cherry, mill a factory houfe at Calicut.

The five (hips from England had landed the troops at ‘ IVllicherry 
by the 5th of January ; but from the length of the palfiigc to and 
fro, the permiffion from Bombay to attack Mah' did not arrive 
before the beginning of February ; and with it tlu prthdemv fent 
one of their cruizers, and a bomb-ketch to afiift; â . none of the Blips' 
had been detained. The delay had given Mr. Louet, the governor 
o f Mahe, time to make treaties for afi'dlance with feveral of tin- ik igli- 
bouring chiefs o f the country, with whom the lettlement Inuriong 
been in commerce; and they promifed and fiwore to ail'd 1 tfticacioufly, 
as againft a ''ornmon enemy. The aid was much wanted, for the Eu­
ropean military, on whom the llreE of the defence was to reft, did 
not exceed 100, and even they, from the general neceliitv of the 
French company’s affairs, had not receiv'd their pay tor feveral 
months, and milled no opportunity of deferting. The black troops 
belonging to the company, were a thoufand.

T i c troops at Tellicherry matched out and encamped on the Rtli 
of February on the limits of M a h '.' Their numbers, for the garrifon 
tcJc the field, amounted to 900 Europeans, and 700 natives; they 
vve, ^immanued by major He£lo> IMunio, who determined to direct 
his fir ft attack againft Fort St. George, on the hither fide of tho 
liver.

V ol. II. 5 A A ll



■ D 9 ' ' ^

H P ' §L
T he W a r  of M a l a b a r . BookXIIn

1761. A ll the folicitations o f Mr. Louet were o f no avi 11, when his allies 
lebruaiy. âw ^ie Englifh troops taking the field, and were ^  ;d of their 

numbers; they did not fend a man ; and before day-brt ik the next 
morning, he difpatched a letter to Mr. Hodges, the chief o f Telli- 
chorry, propofing terms o f  capitulation on whi< h Major Munro was 
ordered not to commence hoftilities. A ge^ s Cnt to explain doubts 
n-.<i objections, continued going to and fro until the morning of 
the 13th, when the capitulation was figne . It was agreed, that 
all the European military fhould be tramported at the expence 
ot the Englifh, either to the ifland o f Bourbon, or to Europe, 
and when landed there, to be free. The effedts, artillery, ani 
military ftores, belonging to the French company, were to he 
fui-rendered, but the effedts and pofleflions o f individuals were to be 
preserved to them entire, without moleftation in the ufe.* The free 
i-v idle of the Roman religion was to be permitted as before the 
1.-ip nder ; the priefts on no account were to be vexed, nor the 
cnarches or religious edifices impaired. The forts to the north­
ward ot Tellichcrry were to be given up on the. fame conditions as 
Mahd, and the fadtory at Calicut was to continue unmolefled under 
tlu- ufual neutrality of that town : ample honours o f war were al­
lowed to the garrilon. Five hnpdred men under the command o f 
Maior P(X1S marched into Ma.be at noon ; and foon after, the garrifon 

1 ,torted ,with th( lr Amours to Tellichcrry. A  detachment was 
1>U j;,lrcd under the command of Major Monro, to take in the 

toi.o to the northward, which it was luipefted might difpute the 
tt 1 111 ot capitulation provided for th e m  'FI o c  1 1
01 Vlah m  i c , Ttiem- I he news o f the lurrender01 i\ lane ar lived at Madrafs on die 3d of March.

h aptam Stephen Smith, a loon as encamped before Gin gee 
fiimmoncd Macgregor, the commanding officer L b  r T g,
|f 1 ' I>«1 b™“g ht hundred
b - nducedm  three years. The troons enra 1 s world not 
1 bte to tJie outward pettah on th ! ] \ ■ ‘ [° the ea(t °P“
u had a mud wall, was r f  m u ch ld i defence tl *  " l ' ’ - *
g ' !;h fl,,,ds on higher ground, nearly i„ tha

,a “ C,r- eXteud,nS 'ho three mountain.." T he v a i ly

..., is
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is enclofed on the; three Tides by a ftrong wall with towers o f done, 1761. 
which have a ditch before them, excepting in fuch parts where the ydlf'uuy. 
rocks render it unneceflary; but the wall continues up the moun­
tains, and lurrounds the three fonts, conneding them with each other.
Befides this exterioi enclofurry the interior and higher defences run 
double round the two forts to the eaft ; and the great.mountain to 
the weft, which is the principal fortification, has four enclofures. one 
below another towards foe town in the valley, but o f different fpaces 
and elevations; and the higheft is a fteep rock in the north-weft 
part o f the third enclosure above the valley; this far overtops all the 
mountains, and in the fort on its fummit, although fmall, is a con­

tinual fpring o f water. The extent of wall in all the fortifications 
meafures more than 12000 yards; to defend which the French had 
only 150 Europeans, topafles, or coffrees, 600 Sepoys, and 1000 
natives o f the adjoining hills, whom they called colleries. But 
they fuppofed the forts on the mountains to be impregnable , and rhat 
the town below would not be attempted, becaufe, if  taken, the troops 
which were to maintain it, would be continually fubjed to the tire 
o f the defences above.

T he wall on the eaft fide of the valley extends 1200 yards from 
the mountain of St. George on the right, to the Englilh mountain 
on the left, and nearly in the middle palleth along the fide of a 
heap of rocks on which the French had railed a work, which they 
‘called the royal battery; under which on the right towards the 
mountain of St. George flood a gateway oppofite to the outward 
pettah in the plain : but the pettah extended only from this moun­
tain to the rocks of the battery.

Oblervation and deferters (of whom feveral came every day) ap­
prized Captain Smith o f the ftate o f the garrifou and defences, and 
that the garrifon remained in perfed fecurit) as well in the town 
below,, as in the forts above. On the night between the 2d 
and third of February, he marched from his camp with 600 Sepoys, 
in two diviiiotis, of which the foremoll, 200, carried a luffieient 
number of foaling ladders, and the others were to fupport when called 
for. They left the north wall of the pettah on the left, but palled
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through the intervals of fome houfes, which adjoined to it and brought 
> —v— * them oppofite to the middle of that part o f the wall o f the valley 

^  which extends between the royal battery and the Englnh mountain. 
They eroded the ditch, placed their ’adders, and-got over the wall un­
challenged : the objeft was now to go*- poffeffic i of the gate on the 
other fide of the royal battery ; but the re ks mi wnich it flood ex­
tended backwards to the firft houfes of the tr,yn, and it was necef- 
fary to go through the firfl ilreet leading acr Is, in order to pafs be­
yond the rear o f the rocks and gain an avenue of trees, which led 
down to the gateway : they proceeded even quite through the flreet 
unperceived ; but, as they were coming down the avenue, were chal­
lenged and difeovered by the guard of the gateway, who fired; 
which alarmed the other flations in the town, but with fo much 
etmfulion, th.it Captain Smith gave no attention to it, but haliened 
to the gate wav', from which he difperfed the guard at the pufh of 
bayonet, and opening the gate k t  in the other divifion of 400 Sepoys, 
who were halting nut far off in the nearefl fhelter, and with them 
took pofie/lion of the royal battery. It was now three in the morn­
ing, and Smith waited for day light to drive the enemy out of 
the town, who retired before ; fome to St. George’s, others to 
the Englifh mountain, but mofl o f them into the enclofurc next 
the town towards the great mountain, where they continued firing 
from the adjacent rampart throughout the next day upon the guards 
which were advanced and ftationed in the houfes o f the town;
. . 1 cannon from all the hills continually plunged down, wherefoever 

they law ' r infix bleu ;im of the Englifh troops ; but with little effefl. 
Iu the. coining night (iie ene.my*s troops, who had retired to the iecond 
end .dure, left it, and retreated to the higher defences o f the great 
mountain.

‘On intelligence of this fuccels 1000 more Sepoys were lent to 
a jnth, who as the town was very unhealthy, continued more than 
on . half of his force in the tiicampmait on the plain. T h e defertion 
continued, and amongfl them came a verv experienced Jemautdar 
of (he Sepoys, who pi of e red to had a party by a path he knew to 
fur prize the forts on St. George’s mountain : he was trufted, and 

4 the
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fife next night 200 Sepoys marched under his guidance. W e 1761. 
are not apprized of their track,- but fuppofe they proceeded from the 
camp and went up on the outfide o f the mountain to the fouth, to the 
enclofure of the outward rock which is 80 feet higher than thofc be­
neath. They fixed their ladders, and got over the wall before they 
were difeovered, and ie*zed 8 Europeans, but the ref!: of the guaid 
efcaped to the enclofu es below ; where all continued very alert until 
day-light, when an oil ecr came down to capitulate, and demanded 
very liberal terms ; but captain Smith knowing that they were at any 
time in his power, by fending more men up to the rock above them, 
refuled to accept the lurrender, excepting at diferetion ; to which 
they confented. They were 42 Europeans, of whom fix were 
officers, and 70 Sepoys. A  large flock of proyifions was found 
in the forts of this mountain, by which it was concluded, that thole 
in the two others were equally as well provided ; and no enquiry' gave 
hopes that either of tilde fortrefles could be taken by furprize, and 
flill lefs by open attack. It therefore remained to “ry it time might 
produce the fuccefs which was not to be expected cither from force 
or fortune.

The famedav that the mountain of Sr, George jurrendcred to captain 
Smith, the important fort re is of Thiagar capitulated to Major Prcllyn, 
after a blockade and bombardment of 65 days* during which, above 
40 Europeans had deferted to him from the rock, 20 had been 
killed or died, 25 lay wounded in the holpital, and 114 rank and 
file, with twelve officers, were in a condition to march, lb that the 
whole number of Europeans which had been (hut up were upwards of 
200, with 300 Sepoys, and 100 Colt ices; they had provilions for 
two months longer; and the water, which gave the principal value to 
the fort, continued as ui'ual in plenty, and of a good quality. 
Neverthelcfs, the commanding officer only llipulated that the gar- 
rifon fhould receive the fame treatment as the troops taken m Pon­
dicherry ; according to which the officers were to he lent to Europe 
upon parole, not to ibrve again during the prefent war, and the 
Europeans of rank and file were to be treated at diferetion ; and they 
were lent to be confined with thole already in the pniuns of

T rio  hi-
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i ” 6x. Tritchinopoly; but the Sepoys and Coffrees being excellent were 
!rr taken into the Company’s fervice.

In the mean time, the detachment from Tillecherry was profe- 
curing the reduction o f the dependencies o f Mahe. T h e, fir ft is 
cal! d Fort Delhi, fituated on the ftrand o f a promontory called 
Mount Delhi, which is a remarkable head huid ten miles to the 
north of Tellicherry; four miles further ou is the mouth o f the 
river o f Neliferum, which, defcending from th s mountains to the eaft, 
turns lhort many miles above, and continues parallel to the beach 
o f the fea, from which it is no where a mile afunder; a mile and a 
half up this river on the left hand, and on the mouth o f another, 
Hands Ramatilly, which is a fmall fo rt; on the fame fde, five 
miles beyond, is the fort o f Mattalavy, which Rands ftrong on 
a rocky eminence: leven miles farther, on the n . fide o f the 
.mouth of another river, is the fort o f Ncleferum, which is much 
larger; and fix miles up this river, to the eaft, and on its left Ihore, 
Hands the fifth fort, which is ftnall, and called Veramaly. Fort 
Delhi, Neliferum and Ramatilly were garrifoned by French troops, 
but the government of Mahe had delivered up the other two in 
pledge for debt to two chiefs o f the country, who were determined 
not to part with them until compenfated; and as they equally 
Commanded the rivers, which were the channels o f traffick, the other 
three would be of no fervice, if  the two continued in hoftility. Delhi 
and Ramatilly furrendered on the firft fummons, but at Mattalavy 
were afiembled a large body of Naires, whole bravery is always defi- 
ocrate. I h>- two Hups from Pondicherry, which were carrying back, 
the Bombay troops, «  r, at this time working op ,|!e coaft o fM a . 
later, and had paflcd heyondth. 'nrer o f Neliferum; and Major Mon-
r' - " lore rel; ftan“  tha“ lie expedited in his expedition
att-ar them for art.licj7.m0n and cannon, w h ich  came and two 
hatter,:; w n , creWd againll M attalavy: hn, the fett’C l  o f 
1 ,  Ml, terry had m the mean time l.m . „< gotiatipg with the two 
c'uefa who were ... po Hcfton o f Matalavy and Veramally, who 
cunt,;,,d  to (urrender then, on cond.tion o f receiving an'annoal 
tine, which for both amounted to 3000 rupees. As foon as thefe

forts
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'fepl  ̂were delivered, the French garrifon at Neliferum, which did not 1761. 
exceed 20 Europeans, fubmitted without refiftance. *"a Ji

On the 5th of April, Captain Stephen Smith received a propofal 
from Captain Macgregor, who commanded in the'great mountain of 
Gingee, that he wo lid capitulate, if  his garrifon were allowed the 
honours of war, the rank and file to be fent to Europe by the firft 
opportunity as prifoners liable to exchange, but the officers per­
mitted to retire, with ti eir arms, baggage and effeds, to any of the 
neutral fettlements on t le coaft, where they were to be fubliffed ac­
cording to their ranks at the expence of the Englifh company, who 
werelikewife to defray "their pafiage to Europe. Three hundred of the 
Englifh Sepoys had already died in the town, and in the mountain of 
Si. George, from the peculiar inclemency of the air, which has always 
been.deemed the raoft unhealthy in the Carnatic, inlbmuch that the 
French, who never until lately kept more than 100 Europeans here, 
had loft 1200 in the ten years during which it had been in their pof- 
feftion. .Captain Smith, therefore, very readily accepted the terms, 
and in the afternoon the garrifons marched out of the two mountains.
They vvete 12 officers, and too rank and file, Europeans, coffrees, 
and topaffes, and 40 lalcars for the artillery, which were 30 pieces 
o f cannon and fome mortars. A  paffport and fafeguard was allowed 
to a moor of diftindion, who had long redded in the great mountain.

This day terminated die long contefted hoftilities between the- two 
rival European powers in Coromandel, and left not a fingle enfign 
o f the French nation avowed by the authority of its government in 
any part of India ; for the troops which had gone aivay to Myfore, 
were hereafter to be regarded as a band of military adventurers feek.- 
ing fortune and fubliftence. I11 Bengal they had not a lingle agent 
or representative, and their fadories at Surat and Calicut were meer 
♦ -iding houfes on futferance. Thus after a war of 15 years, which 
commenced with the expedition of Ddabourdonnais againft Madrafs 
in 1746, and had continued from that time with Scarcely the in- 
termilfion of one year, was retaliated the fame meat lire o f extirpation, 
which had been intended, and invariably purfued, by the French 
councils againft the Englifh commerce and power ; for fuch, as is

avowed



avowed in the French meirniis on the events we have related, was 
— - t k  objeft of Delabourdoimais* expedition, of the whole, government 

A<r'-* and ambition o f Ihiplei.x, and o f the great armament of- naval and 
laud forces, which accompanied Mr. Lady to India, who confiantly 
cdd u d, tliat he had.but one point, which wi.s, not to leave an 
Englifhman in the peninfula. T o  retard as much as podible the 
facility of their rc-eihbliihment in Coromandel, if  rc durations fhould 
be made at the conclufion o f a general peace, Mr. Pigot laid a repre- 
l'aitiicion before the council o f Madrafs, which determined them to 
dedroy all the interior buildings, as well as the fortifications o f Pon­
dicherry, o f  which the demolition was by this time nearly completed : 
and in a 'few months more, not a roof was left danding in this once 
fair undtlourilhing city.

For two years before, the fortune of France had been declining in 
every other part o f the world; they hadlodthcirfettlemehtson the coad 
of Africa, half their wed india iflands, the whole region of Canada; 
their naval force was utterly ruined, and their armies were ftruggling 
under defeats in Germany. The lofs o f India, as a lad hope, excited 
the public indignation more than any o f the former dilafters, which 
was lb far frompn iducingany reconciliation amongd the amenable, that: 
it only lharpened their vengeance igainft each other. Mr. Lally, on his 
at iv; I, rormajly accufed Mr. D cL cyrit, Mr, BnlTv, Mr.Moracin and 
Courtin, of having wilfully confpircd the ruin of the French affairs 
uom the 1 r averfuuj to bin i If, as appointed by the King to iuvedi- 
g':,te and correct the abuf s of the government of Pondicherry. O f  
zoo per foil 3 who wire either arrived or returning from hence, 
not more than 20 w iv in habits or connections with Mr. L a lly ; all 
the others, icvolfid by the exccfles of his temper, or the leverity of 
his authority, boic him cither lecrct grudge, or avowed hatred ; 
all. thele became voiiintaiy puiti/.ans with Air. L)e Levrit and the 
council, whole resolutions were conduced at Paris, as they had 
ben, at Pondicherry, by the jefuit Lavaur. Their fird fffp in 
public was lo pm lent ma Libit to the comptroller-general, in 
exculpation ot themfehes, and acculing Mr. Lally of rnilcoiuluifl 
under nine different heads, which, as they Laid, proved more than

incapacity;
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incapacity; and in Auguft 1762, they petitioned the King to vindi- 1761. 
cate themfelves juridically from the accufations o f Mr. Laily ; who '—

* f  me months after was confined in the Baftile. In June 1763, Apnl*
er Lavaur died; this jefuit had compofed in India two me­

moirs, the one a juftification and panegyrick, the other a defama­
tory impeachment- o f every part o f Mr. L aily ’s conduft. Argu­
ments taken from this piece were occafionally fupplied to pro­
pagate the public antipathy, but it had never been authentically 
publifhed. As Lavaur was rated as an evidence, his papers were 
taken pofleffion o f by the officers o f juft ice, and amongft them this 
libel was found. Lavaur, as if  ruined by the lofs of Pondicherry, 
had petitioned the government for a final] penfion o f fubliftence; 
and it was difeovered that he died poffefled of 60,000 pounds in 
gold, diamonds, and bills o f exchange. This hypocrify, with 
the frauds o f another jefuit, who managed the weftern millions, con­
duced not a little to the expullion o f the order : but full attention 
was given to the memoir o f Lavaur, and from its documents the 
attorney general inferted the charge of high treafon, which deprived 
Mr. Laily o f the affiftance o f counfel. After he had been con­
fined 18 months, the deponents in the procefs were brought 
before him, and he permitted to interrogate them before the re­
corder. T h e number o f faCts depoied againft him amounted to one 
hundred and fixty, for every violent or unguarded expreffion during 
the courfe o f his government and ill luccefs was admitted. T h e 
number o f witnelfes m ull likewiie have been many, for Mr. L aily  
oppofed ftrong reproaches o f ^competency to thirty-four of them.
T h e recorder was the fame, who had given thte moft fanguinary 
judgment eVer pronounced in France againft a young man of family ; 
and Mr. L aily, with his ufual indiferetion and intemperance, aggra­
vated the feverity o f his character, by treating him with hav.gh- 
tinefs and contempt during the difeharge of his office. Eighteen 
months pafled in the confrontation and interrogatories, v« hen the 
final decilion was to be made by the whole parliament of Paris, 
which is compofed o f 120 members. It mull be left to conjecture, 
how many o f them went regularly through the immenfe volume 
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j;- 6:. o f  records from which they were to form their judgement, and how 
v— *' —* few perievered in comparing and combining this multitude of de­

positions with one another, in a fubje£t fo new to them, whether 
as military operations by land and fea, or as tranfa&ions in a lb ange 
land, o f which they were now to learn the cuftoms, manners, cli­
mate, and geography. Neverthelefs with due atiemion, much of 
this knowledge;, and of the cauie itfelf, might be acquired from the 
memoirs publifhed not long before the decifon, by Mr. D  Ache, 
Soupires, Bufly, and o f Mr. Deleyrit, who wras dead, but pub­
lished by his heirs, with leveral others o f leffer note and importance ; 
and from the more copious juftifications o f Mr. Lally, written 
by himfelf, with the fame unconquered fpirit o f mvedive againft 
his enemies, as had brought on him the combination of accu- 
fations, on which the jurifprudence o f his country was now to 
pronounce. But none o f thefe publications alledged, nor did any 
evidence aflert anv faft, to warrant, the. fentence o f his judges, 
who muft therefore have been led by the report o f the recorder 
to condemn him to be beheaded, as duly attainted and con- - 
vifled of having betrayed the interefts o f the. King, the rtate, and 
the Eaft India company; o f abufe o f  authority, vexations, and ex­
actions, upon the fubje&s of the King, and Grangers refident in Pon- 
dicherrv. Before the fentence was made known, he had been diverted 
in the prefence of the court o f his military orders, and declared de­
graded of his military rank, in confequence o f which he was removed 
from the B iftile, as a more honourable confinement, to the common 
prifon of criminals. H re in the morning of the 9th o f May, 1766, 
his fentence was read to him ; he threw up his hands to heaven, and 
exclaimed, Is this the reward of 45 years fervice ! and fnatching a pair 
o f compafies, which lay with maps on his le, ftruck it to his 
brtart, but it did not pierce to his heart; he then ive loofe to every 
execration agamft his judges, and accufers. His rtbld was pre­
pared, and Ins execution appointed for the fame afternoon : to pre­
vent him from lpeuking to the fpe&ators, a large gap was put into 
his mouth before he was taken out o f prifon, when h< was carried 
m a common Cart, and beheaded on the Grew. He perilhed in the 
6 5th year o f his age.

I f
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I f  abufe o f authority, vexations, and exactions, are not capital 2761.
In the jurifprudence o f France, they ought not to have been in- 
ferted, as efficacious, in the fentcnce of death. T h e betraying o f 
interefts required that the intention o f ruining them ffiould be 
proved by inconteftable fad s; but Mr. L ally  neither gave in­
telligence to the Engliffi, o f which they could take advantage, 
nor °led or commanded his troops to fervices o f deftruction 
without the probability o f advantage fiom then efforts, nor re­
ceived bribes to influence the general plan o f his conduct T h e 
inveftive o f his declaration to Colonel Coote, when offering to 
furrender, ffiews how little favour he exported from the Engliffi.
government; and he had perfonally offended Mr. Pigot in his cor- 
reipondence. Neverthelefs, the imputation of having iold Pondi­
cherry, opened the cry againft him in France. Mr. D  Effaign and 
Crillon depofed honourably of hhn. Nor was the fentence o f lbs 
judges unanimous. Mr. Siguier, admired for his eloquence, and 
Mr. Pellot, for his application and the clearnets of ns undeWland!ng, 
declared their conviction o f his .innocence ; another o f his judges ac­
knowledged, that he was not condemned on any particular faCt, but 
on the whole together. Mr. Voltaire, who had well confidered the 
caufe, has not fcrupled to .call Iris death a murder committed with
the fword o f juftice.

Mr. L ally  conftantly > claimed the right of having his military 
conduct tried by a board o f general officers. T hey would have iem  
his errors with difeernment, and weighed them*with impartiality.
T h at the recall o f Mr. Bully from Salabadjing, and the fubftituting 
the infufficient abilities o f Mr. Conflans, produced the lofs of Ma- 
fulipatam and the northern provinces. T hat the liege of Madrafs 
was wrong in the intention, and equally defective in the execution ; 
nut that Mr. Lally expe&ed no abler reiiftance here than he had 
met at Fort St. David. T hat the reparation o f the army, by the large 
detachment fent to Seringham, which enabled the Engbffi to ex­
tend their barrier to the fouth o f the Paliar by the acquiiition of 
Vandivaffi and Carangoly, was contrary to the found principles of
w ar; but that the motive was, the hope o f relieving the want of

5 B 2 money,
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i j f a;. money, and the diftrefs for piovifions. T hat the attempt to retake 
' — »*•—' Vandivafh, reduced Mr. Lally to the neceffity o f receiving battle,, 

which as the Englifh were feeking, he ought to have avoided; 
but that he had reafon to expert greater induftry and fpirit in the 
artilleiy, officers, and engineers, who might have breached the place 
in half the time. Whether, after this battle, Pondicherry might have 
been better flored, or whether the provifions collected were injudi- 
cioullv difpofed of, would, after all witnefles, have remained a decifion 
o f doubt.

T he troops which arrived with Colonel Coote in November 1759, 
with his immediate adlivity in the redudlion ofVandivaffi and Caran- 
goly, brought the war nearly to an equality; which juftified him in 
rifquing the battle for the relief of Vandivaffi, although he fought 
it with the inexplicit difapprobation o f the prefidency in his pocket; 
but his difpofitions had fecured refources againft mifchance. Before 
this important fuccefs, the views o f no one had extended to the re- 
dudlion of Pondicherry : but inftantly after, all were impreffed with 
the firmed: perfuafion of this termination o f the war. This fortu-’ 
nate confidence led to the mod: vigorous counfels. Nothing, it was 
reafoned, if  all advantages are taken, can fave Pondicherry, except­
ing the arrival o f their fquadron in force fufficient to cope with the 
Enghfh; or the lucky introduction o f troops and money by divi- 
fions of then lhips, if  the whole do not venture: whatfoever is 
gamed in the mean time will require fo much effort to recover, 
ihould the enemy be reinforced; and if  they are not, will be fo much 
accomplifhcd towards the ultimate objeft. T h e enterprising fa- 
gactty o f Colonel Coote loft no time in difcovering and taking eveiy 
advantage. 7  vie prefidency leconded his operations by the expedition 
to Karical, and in fupplies to the field ; the garrifon of Tritchinopoly 
by their activity ; the detachment to the wefhvard by its vigilance ;

thr a™ r ’?■  r k lr  Ka! 0,1 Colonel Coote, by conftantly
expofing his own perfon xv,th the Sepoys, had brought them to fuf- 
rain dangerous lervices, from which the Europeans were preferred.
By rim oeconomy and the reinforcements from England and Bombay, 
u tJu. aimamcnt fo much announced had arrived, landed a

greater
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^greater force than France had ever before fent to India, the 176.x.
Englilh on the day o f the furrender of Pondicherry, were in a vt-v-—' 
condition to have given them battle, i f  they had chofen it, under P11 ‘ 

their very walls.
Colonel Coote embarked on the 13th of March, leaving his icgi- 

ment to follow; and with him, our narrative returns to the affairs o f 
Bengal..

3 3693

E n d  j/ A T h i s t e e n t h  B o o k ,

A N D  OF T H E

S E C O N D  V O L  U  M  E.

15> >
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‘ Tfuie marked with an a fieri (k, are errors or over-fights of the Author. 

S E C T I O N  T H E  F I R S T .

Page. Line.
3 3 f or Sagor, read Sagore.
7 29 dele one in in Mahommedan.
8 ia  yir.Emperar, read Emperor. 

j j  26 before government, infert the.
37’ 16 fo r  Beliar, read Be*’ar.
37 18 fo r  even, read ever.
59 1 after more put a comma.
98 29 dele one o f  the ats.

io r  ult fo r  Decan, read Duan. 
ir>7 24 before happened, infert had.
. . . . fo r  hapened, read happened.
142 4 before mounted, inferf vv r̂e. -
151 9 fo r  Lattee, read Latty.
16.6 6 before his, infert by.

*190 27 fo r  Bahar, read Bbar.
210 14 . fo r  Mahomet, read Mahomed.
218 32 fo r  fadtoty,.rW fiittoiy.

*23 r 12 fo r  fix, read ten.
*245 3* fo r  Timary, read Timery.
*248 4 f or weftern, r ^  eaftern.
_  ix fo r  vaftward, read weft ward.

*249 23 fo r  N. W. read N.
»2 i t  before brambles, injhad o f  thick,-’ read «r«ng^ .

284 3 fo r  Beliar, read Bahar.
26 idem. idem.

_ 71 after Nabob infert a comma.
313 26 dele the, the lafl word in the -line. .
3 J5 3 ‘  f or Mattaver, rea dMatlavar.
316 2 idem. idem,

29 after came, infert a comma.
322 13 after enemy for put ;

*332 17 fo r  all at equal diftance, read as the line admitted.
337 2 fo r  Arcelore, read Ariclore,

*332 26 fo r  proceed read return.
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Thofe marked with an aftcrifk, are errors or over-fights of the Author* 

S E C T I O N  T H E  S E C O N D .

P.:g?. Line.
*367 3 for Rangarow, read Kiftnarow.
.>• 369 a for  Chinglapet, read that place.

400 18 dele of thole.
. 401 19 for Sidapte read Sidapet, and put after it ;
*409 6 for right, read left,
' 424 13 for Gopaulharry, read Gopaulrow; he went by both names
m—  14 idem. idem.

—  22 for Trivalore, read TripafTore.
430 28 dele comma after feeing.

^436 21 for  pallifado, read pal li fade.
*437 18 for Achempetuh, read Aimapettah.

468 25 dele the comma after Tinivelly.
469 30 dele the comma after diftriffs.
47S 29 f or di,ftance readdefiftance.
494 2 dele the comma after Paliar.
—  8 for with, read without.

*498 4 for T r i Perm adore, read Stree Permadore j though both prevail.
902 10 for Abdulwa^ad, read Abdulwahab.

*512 28 for 56, read 50.
327 8 before which, infert otl.

v 54° 3 f or re(,d right.
*.562 4 for eaftern, read weftern.

564 '.29 before recovered, infert who.
587 3 after fide, put a comma.
593 7 for  ramparts, read ramps.

*6ot ' j i  for left, read polled.
609 9 for requiring, read requefting.
621 21 for lain, read laid.
626 5 for Villaperuin read Villapurun%
634 28 after illand,’ in f cad of , put ;
641 ult. for arival, read arrival,
645 penult./or Ocglaree, read Oulgarry,

*660 6 for  J4OO, read 1 too.
*66 2 24 for error, read mill ke.

674 4 after of, infert the.
*—  18 for eaft, read north.
*682 a fo r  attack, read divifioit.

691 18 for  14th read 4th.
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