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PREFACE

THE eyes of the whole civilised world are now
turned towards China, where it appears only too

certain that one of the most terrible tragedies which

history has ever recorded has just taken place.

I spent some eight months recently in trm‘relv

through China, Japan, and Korea, with the special
object of ascerfalning from the best informed men
on the spot what the political and commereial
situation really was,

I visited most of the centres of political interest
and of commercial activity, and also journeyed over
5,000 miles in the interior of China. This is my
only justification for venturing to issue this book,

which i§ without literary pretensions. It simply

contains a brief account of my journey and some of
the information I gathered, which may possibly be
of interest in view of the present acute crisis in the
Har Tast. T have introduced on pp. 224-48 the

|

statement I made in Parliament on the 30th of |

March last, which reviewed the situation as it then

appeared to me, and I have added a shﬁr@ch&ptet i

|

‘ Sosanst! I :
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-'* ing with subsequent events and the necessity for
the re-assertion of our rightful position alongside |
other nations in the affairs of China. No one can
over-estimate the importance of the British Govern-
ment pursuing a firm and definite policy with
resolution and vigour at this junctare. A wise and
just settlement in South Africs is important ; but

1 venture to say that it is of tenfold greater
importance to the commercial interests of the
British Empire that our Government should at the
end of hostilities in China insist in concert with
other Powers on the setting up of a stable and

. enlightened Government, so that China may be
preserved for the Chinese and the whole Empire
remain open equally to the trade of all nations,

JOSEPH WALTON.
July 24, 1900,
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CHINA AND THE PRESENT CRISIS

CHAPTER T
A VISIT TO NEWC'HWANG'

Owine to the engrossing nature of the situation in
China, I have decided to begin with my arrivalin that
~ country in August 1899, and to place at the end the
. notes on my visit to Japan and Kores, .

WEI-HAI-WEI ‘

The first port of call in China was Chefoo, and
the passage from Chemulpo occupied twenty-six
hours. Early in the morning, standing in pretty
close to the shore, we sighted Wei-hai-Wei, I had
an excellent view of the eastern entrance, which is

three miles across, and too shallow for men-of-war to,

enter. We also passed the ‘western inlet, which is ‘
a narrow, deep-water entrance. On & mountainons
- island between these two entrances the naval station
iy situated, and a site hag been selooted which will
‘be invisible from the sea, and have a natural and
- complete protection against bombardment from out-
side. H.M.S. ‘Powerful’ was lying at anchor. I
B
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. portion of Wei-hai-Wei Bay the water ig only three
. or three and a half fathoms. The deep-water
anchorage appears to be limited in extent, and
. unfortunately it is not protected from the fire of an
' enemy by the island, but lies directly opposite the
-deep-water entrance. The Chinese had fortifications
on the shore, but these, I understand, the British
are disregarding. There is a range of high bare
hills at the back of Wei-hai-Wei, and practically no
timber, and a very sparse population along the
coast. 1 was told by a man likely to be well
informed that the Japanese really effected the capture
of Port Arthur by bribery, and that they had even
offored a sum of money to Admiral Ting, the
Chinese commander at Wei-hai-Wei, if he would
hand over that place to them. This Ting indignantly
refused, and fought to the death at the head of his
blue-jackets ; the Chinese soldiers fled.

I was informed that from time to time the range
of the tide varies very much at Wei-hai-Wei. Not
long ago it was so low, even in the deep-water
portion of the harbour, that all the vessels were
aground, including, of course, the men-of-war.

CHEFOO

. As we approached Chefoo, in brilliant sunshine,
it looked quite an attractive place, and, as seen from
the sea, large houses, built of brick or stone, seemed
to predominate, in marked contrast to the Korean
 towns recently visited.

ghdined the chart and found that over the grea.ter i 0
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'-e:'Eur‘bpe&n settlement is on a fairly Wéif

hered bluff, immediately over the ses. Wortu-

R kol
: #hs

| _ nately, the English Consul, M, Sundyus, came on

 bonrd expecting to meet Dr. Morrison, the Times

. correspondent, from Pekin, who, however, had not

come by our steamer. I was taken ashore by him,
and went up to the Consulate for tifin. On the
way I ascertained that one of the Buiterfield &
Bwire's steamers would start at two o’clock for
Newchwang direct, and though it was then 12.45, T

arranged passages, sent my Chinese boy to transfer gl

the baggage from one steamer to the other, and left
by the ‘ Tamsui’ for Newchwang.

VOYAGE TO NEWCOCHWANG

The  Tamsui’ is an English ship, and I much
appreciated the absence of smells when we went on
board. She is really a cargo steamer, with little
accommodation for passengers, but we were made most
comfortable, the captain and officers doing everything
in their power to give us a pleasant time. The food
was wholesome and excellent, and to know how to
appreciate this it was only necessary to have been
for more than a week on board the Japanese steamer
‘ Higo-Maru.' During the first part of the trip the
sea was like glass ; the moon rose in a clear sky, and
1t was simply delightful on the bridge as we glided
northwards past the headland four miles outside
of Port Arthur, on which there is a revolving lightty
Early in the morning there was a thunderstorm
and a heavy downpour of rain. There were nearly

B2
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1 was sorxy for tho poor fellows as the torrent of

00 Chmese passengers lying about on deck,: and

rain drove them. to find shelter in some stuffy .

region below. They exhibited considerable curiosity '

in regaxd to the Huropean passengers, filing past

the small cabin and gazing in on us with an ex-
pression of interest on their faces. The majority |
of them were on their way to the railway construc-
tign works near Newchwang. They paid only 2s.
per head for the passage, a distance of 210 miles, and
out of this they were fed. Living, however, as they
do, mainly upon rice, the cost of a day’s food was not
more than 44d.

Shortly before we reached the Newchwang Bar

a viojent summer squall accompanied by thunder

overtook us, followed by a storm of hailstones, which

when picked up off the deck were solid pieces of ice,

gome of them nearly an inch in diameter and more

than half an inch in thickness. We had a bad half-

hour, and the steamer had to lie-to, but the storm
then passed off.

; We took & pilot on board and entered the river
leading up to Newchwang, which is some fifteen miles
from its mouth, The river is very winding, and has
flat maxrshy land on both sides. As we approached
Newchwang the shores were lined by thousands of
]unks and barges. The junks trade a long distance,
going even ag far south ag Shanghai and Hong
Kong. The barges bring bea,n-ba.ke, bean-oil, and
beans or peas (of which there is an enormous pro-

 duction in Manchuria) down from the interior, and




0 BAILWAY TERMINT |

“Tfhen Moor in the river and watch the ‘oo‘m"s‘e;of ‘
~oarket. 'What they bring is sold by auction, and

 the market fluctuates from day to day; when they

* think a good opportunity has arrived they dispose of
their cargo. The steamer we came by would take
back about a two-thirds cargo of these products, this
being as much as she could carry to cross the bar

- with safety. There were many steamers lying in the
river, chiefly owned by the firms of Butterfield & Swire,
Jardine, Matheson, & Co., and the China Trading

- Company ; also a number of Japanese steamers,

On the port.side from the bridge there was
a capital view of the construction works of the

Newchwang Extension Line, which has been such a !
bone of contention as regards the texms upon'which = |

. British money was fo be advanced for its construction. |
There is a wharf at which the contractors will unload
their railway material close to the site of the terminus.

BRITISH AND RUSSIAN RAILWAY TERMINI
A more or less indefinite arrangement has been

made for a further concession of land to the British = |

on the river bank at a point where it is nothing but
& malarial swamp. Both this and the railway
terminus are on the wrong side of the river—viz. the
opposite side to the town of Newchwang, whichis an
obvious disadvantage. On the other hand the Russian

railway terminus is on the same side of the river as

the town, and has at its back the rich country of
Manchuria from which to draw its traffic when the
railway is completed. The river being navigable for
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&

»200<iles up into the interior, & certain propot-
tion of produce will, no doubt, continue to come down
by water, and of that the Newchwang Extension
Line may secure a fair shave. But I fear that the
extensive system of railways which Russia is building
through Manchuria will, in the near future, secure
for her the bulk of its trade.

NEWOHWANG

Newchwang is the only treaty port of the Chinese
province of Manchuria, extending over 390,000
square miles, with an excellent climate, fertile soil,
great forests, and mineral wealth. Russia is rapidly
placing herself in military occupation of this great
country. She has seized Port Arthur and Ta-lien-
Wan, and is making the former impregnable. She
has now about 40,000 soldiers in these places, the
laying down of a system of railways throughout the
country is rapidly proceeding, and at every railway
station Russian soldiers are to be found. It was
therefore with great interest that I paid this flying
visit to Manchuria, to ascertain as far as I could
how matters really stood.

On landing, I called upon the British Consul,
Mr. Hosie. Dr. Daly, the English medical man here,
put me up, and T received a most hearty welcome.

TRIP UP THE RUSSIAN RAILWAY FROM
NEWCHWANG

Armed with a letter of introduction from our
Consul, Mr. Hosie, I called upon Mr. Titoff, engineer
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f Rusm&n raalway from Newchwang nor L
. I was indebted also to the Russian Consul
i for assistance in brmgmgf us together. The Russian
. railway terminus is at Nui-chia-tun, above the town
~ of Newchwang. Mr. Titoff undertook to arrange to |
have me conveyed up from that place to Ta-shih-chao
~the junction of the Newchwang branch with the
Russian Main Manchurian Railway fourteen miles |
digtant, Captain McSwiney, who speaks Russian
perfectly, accompanied me. The roads, owing to the
heavy rains, were almost impassable, and though the
tide was against us (and when receding, the river runs
ati the rate of seven knots an hour), we decided to goup
the river to the railway. Mr. Bowra, Commissioner
of Customs, most kindly placed at our disposal & i
Customs House boat manned by five stalwart China-
men. It took them an hour and a quarter of hard
pulling to gef us up the three miles. It was some-
what difficult to land, as the bank of the river rose
sheer up for several feet ; but we managed it by
 climbing up an apology for a wharf at which railway
material is discharged, and found ourselves in the
midst of & scene of great activity. Fundreds of men

‘were at work putting together Baldwin locomotives,

‘of which seventy-eight; are coming here and seventy-
one going to Vladivostock. They were also building
wagons and carriages. The wheels and axles and
other steel and iron parts are sent from America and
Russia, also the main timber frames ready prepared ;
these are put together, and the other woodwork is
done at the railway terminus, in a number of long




our way to Mr T1to£f’s house close by the terminus,
and he gave ug a real Russian welcome. He made
many apologies for being able to provide only tinned
meats, as his cook had died of bubonic plague two
days before, and as o precautionary measure he had
immediately burnt to the ground the kitchen and .
adjoining rooms in which his servants lived.

RUSSIAN HOSPITALITY

We were offered vodka, Crimean claret, cham-
pagne ad lib., beer and aérated drinks, also an
unlimited quantity of tea, which was served in huge
glasges with sugar but no milk, a little clavet being
substituted for milk by the Russians. We had
excellent chicken soup, tinned Russian sturgeon,
salmon, chicker® woodcock, and black-cock. Several
~other Russians, including a doctor, a captain of
engineers, Mr. Titoff’s assistant engineer, the traffic
managey, and a lady, were of the party. The
tiffin was served under an eawning in front of
Mr. Titoff’s house, and lasted three hours. We
drank the health of the Queen with mugical honours
g large musical box striking up ‘God save the
Queen ’ at the right moment. Then 1 proposed the
health of the Czar, and afterwards we drank each
other’s health, vowing eternal friendahip It was
indeed a eurious position to be in, surrounded by
these most bospitable Russians. Mr, Titoff told
Captain McSwiney that he was aware I was one
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heir opponents in the FEnglish ‘Parliament, b
thiat political differences ought not to be allowed to
prevent private friendships, He spoke in warm
. terms of Lord Charles Beresford, stating that his
‘eyes were like two lanterns, but he gaid that * Charlie’
had made him angry, and was a naughty boy for
having stated at Shanghai, after his visit, that
Newchwang and its hinterland were full of Russian
soldiers. He explained that he had taken immense
trouble to collect 150 men (vailway guards) from a
wide area in order to receive the English Admiral
with fitting honours, and that this number was only
made up by adding a batch of Cossacks who happened
to be passing through on their way to Port Arthur.
I merely give the statement as it was made, and
| eXpress no opinion as toits correctness or otherwise.
- After tiffin he took me upstairs to have a wash,
and before I knew what he was up to had poured a
Lottle of scent over my head to refresh me, which,
however, running down into my eyes, hardly added
o may comfort for the next half-hour. He also added
two kinds of scent to the water in which I was to
- wash, and ingisted on my accepting another bottle s
o present. I never met a man in all my life who
. seemed to be so fond of scent. He had a dozen
different sorts in his bedroom, and yet heis a very
big man, of splendid physique, with certainly nothing
effeminate about him, «
. Mr. Titoff abused the Chinese in unmeasured
_ terms, and treated all his servants roughly, with

‘the exception of one or two, fo whom he was just as
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o _m«'  as he was rude to the rest; but if his beaning

and condnet towards them is a sample of the way in
which the Russians treat the Chinese, there will
certainly be no love lost between them. It is only

. fair to say, on the other hand, that he is a most

! generous man, He has 30,000 acres of land in
Rusgia, and an income of 100,000 roubles, which he

‘ gives away right and left. He explained to me that

; he had been here two and a half years, that it was all

! ‘work, eat, and sleep, a life without repose or society,
and that it had taken six years out of his life. There
was no necessity for him to be here at all, but he
was doing the work for the sake of his country.
He made the servant bring to the tiffin-table a large
portrait of his sister—a lovely girl--who, he said,
was all he had in the world to care for.

EXPEDITION UP THE RUSSIAN RAILWAY

We were taken up the railway by an engine with
a flat truck attached, on which chairs were placed.
Tean, claret, champagne, aérated waters, also cigars
and cigarettes, were taken with us and offered con-
stantly. !

The gauge of the railway is that of Russia——
viz. b feet—whilst the Newchwang Extension
Line, built by British capital, is 4ft. 8%in. The
rails are only spiked to the sleepers at present, and
the line is not yet ballasted. Deep ditches have
been cut on either side of the line right across the
flat rich alluvial plain which stretches fifteen miles
from the river to Ta-shih-chao at the foot of a range
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phire green hills running north-west and south:

ea,st ag far as the eye can reach. The Main

Manchurian Line runs at the foot of these hills
northwards to Mukden and southwards to Port
Arthur. It is said to be completed eighty miles
both ways, and it cerfainly was so from my own
personal observation for some miles fxom the junc-
tion.

The line over which we travelled was in good
condition, considering the nature of the foundation,
the heavy rains’ that had recently fallen, and the
rapidity with which the work has been executed.
The railway was only begun in April of last year.

The huge plain which stretched from the river to the

hills was covered with splendid crops of millet and
beans. The Chinese villages of mud houses with
flat roofs are much less plcturesque than those of
Japan and Korea. .

TA-SHIH~CHAQO

At Ta-shih-chao were several soldieré of remark-

ably fine physique, whom the Russians term railway
guards. The stalwart station-master was also
evidently a soldier. I took snapshots of them with:
my kodak, also of groups of Chinese and of bhe
surrounding country.

Outside the station the officials were busily en-
gaged in sprinkling liquid disinfectants. Bedding
was being brought out of three houses close by the
railway station, and was burnt within a few yards of

us while we were there, people having died of plague

L



from plague have recently occurred all round the
district. Some of the Russians were terribly afreid,
and eight or ten who could break awsy from their
engagements in connection with the railway
crowded round Mr. Titoff, seeking his consent
to retwrn instantly to Russia. He brought
them back with him in the train, and discussed
matters with each one personally on the way. By
the time we reached Newchwang I think he had
overcome the fears of some of them-at any rate for
the time being. '

At the railway junction tea was again served,
and scores of flies hung around ome's glass. I
shirked drinking the tea, having some doubt as to
the purity of the water at that plague-stricken spot.

On our return to Mr. Titoff’s house we found
our Chinese boatmen waiting for us. To get on
board we had to slide down an almost perpendicular
slope into the boat, as there was no landing-place
whatever in the neighbourhood. This was acecom-
plished without mishap, except the loss of Captain
MceSwiney's helmet, which went- floating down the
river. The tide being in our favour, the boatmen
brought us down at a swinging pace.

On my return 1 met Mr. Sprent, the clergyman
here, at dinner. He is a man of splendid physigue
and active habits, and has travelled all through
Manchuria in Chinese dress. He was arrested on
the north of the Amur River by the Russians, and,
though he was armed with everything that was



i ,‘slte in bhe shape of P&Bsports, wes transported
ba;@k 8Cross the river into Chinese territory. i

; INTERNATIONAL DISPUTHS

Thexe are several disputes at Newchwang between
English merchants, the Russians, and the Chinese
Glovernment ; one being the question of some land
adjoining the railway terminus, which has been
occupied by the Russians without saying ‘ By your
leave,” and on which Messrs. Bush had advanced
money on mortgage. There are two other cases in
which mining rights have been bought from holders
of Dragon papers by British subjects who have been
refused the necessary ratification by the Chinese
officials at Mukden, on the ground that they have -
not complied with the terms and conditions imposed
by the Mmmg Regulatlons issued in 1898. Having
granted mining concessions to Russia, France, and
Germany on more favourable conditions than those
contained in the Mining Regulations, the Chinese
Giovernment have denied to British subjects all
privileges, immunities, and advantages ’ which have
‘been granted to the subjects or governments of other
nations, as provided for in the Treaty of Tientsin, '
H.M. Consul at Newchwang did not deny that he
had received instructions from the Minister at Pekin
. mot to assist the merchants of Newchwang in secur-.
ing what they and I regard as their just rights. Yet
| it ig a fact that it has been over and over again stated
in Parliament by her Majesty’s Government that L
they would give all possible assistance in all cases '
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whete Dritish subjects were making a bond-fide
application for commercial concessions in China,
Another quibble on the part of the Chinese officials
in regard to these particular matters is that the
new Mining Regulations stipulate that no coneession
shall be granted to a foreigner, but only to Chinese
who may introduce foreign capital, or seek the co-
operation of foreigners, with official sanction. They
do this entirely disregarding the fact that they have
given mining concessions direct to Russians, French,
and Germans.

ADDITIONAL BRITISH AND RUSSIAN CONCESSIONS

I also discussed with Mr. Hosie the question of
the additional British concession which is being
negotiated for on the same side of the river as the
Newchwang Extension Line terminus. The tract of
land which has been applied for extends from the
river bank across a neck to the bank of the river
again, as it makes a sweeping curve behind the
railway terminus. This negotiation has been
dragging on almost interminably, and unless we
adopt firmer methods of dealing with the Chinese
Government rapid progress will not be made,

The Russians are also demanding a further con-
cession of land on the bank of the river opposite
their present terminus. They contemplate bridging
the river to put themselves in a position to link up |
their Manchurian Railway system with the New-
chwang Extension Line, and thus have continuous
railway communication with Pekin. This explaing
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(_ﬁé ermination with which they resisted th

ng of any control whatever over the Newchwang
Hixtension Line by the British capitalists who are
finding the money for its construction. It is reported
that the Russians are already buying up these
railway bonds in the Liondon market, and before
many years are over it ig possible that they will
be in possession of the railway right down to Pekin,
as the English bondholders can be paid off at any
time by three months’ notice at 20 per cent. premium.,

INTERVIEW WITH THE RESIDENT ENGINEER

Mr. Wright, the resident engineer for the section
at this end of the Newchwang Extension Line, came
to breakfast one morning in order to give me an

. opportunity for a little conversation. He stated that
they expected to get the whole of their rails and other
material delivered by the end of September 1899.
They hoped to have engines with construction trains
running over the railway from Newchwang to
Shan-hai-kwan by March 1900. They have ordered
Baldwin engines from America, partly because they
are cheaper than English engines, but mainly owing

to English makers being unable to undertake to
execute the orders in less than two years. T

A considerable quantity of rails, machinery, and
other materials are being supplied from England and
Beotland. A ship was expected daily, when I was
there, with 15,000 casks of German cement.

Ohang-yi, the new Chinese official appointed as
the head of this railway-—which, though if is being
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e “hudlt with Bmtxsh money by British engmeers, i
@ Chinese Goverment railway-—is still giving the
chief engineer, Mr. Kinder, very great trouble, Heis
anxious that the line should be sold to Russia. The
Russians are causing considerable difficulty by
sending men down to try and tempt away foremen

~ and skilled workmen both from Shanghai workshops
and dockysards, and from the comstruction works of
the Newchwang Extension Line. They promise an
enormous increase in wages, which they pay for a
few weeks and then discontinue, with the result
that the men are very discontented and are coming
back to English employment. As in the case of the
Russian Manchurian Railway, the carriages and
~ wagons are being built out here, engine repairing
and erecting and carriage-building works having
been established at Tong-Shan. The wheels and
_ asles and other fittings are got from Kngland, while

~ the woodwork is made on the spot.

NEWCHWANG TRADE

. The trade of Newchwang is growing: the total
value of imports and exports in 1898 was 4,634,4741.,
as compared with 8,926,344/, in 1897.

The total tonnage of shipping cleared inwards
and outwards in 1898 was 827,777 tons, compared
with 780,967 tons in 1897,

English shipping was 809,612 tons, as against
the Russian 8,452 tons and the French nil in 1898,
The United States of America had only 4,804 tons.
' The most remarkable feature is the enormous
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6 'ma.de by the shipping trade of Japan. In

Newchwang was 86,000, while in 1898 it amounted
to 202,000,

' The main exports from Newchwang are bean-

cake, peas, and beans. The bean-cake is used as a

manure, and is principally exported to Swatow and

Kwang-tung, and also to Japan.

The duties levied by the Chinese Maritime Cus-
toms apply only to forexgn shipping, and in addition
there is an enormous ftrade done in native junks
between Newchwang, Korea, and theminor coast ports
 of China, which are not included in the trade sta-
tistics. Mr. Bowra drew my attention to the hindrance

to trade which is involved in the Chinese regulation

prohibiting the export of foodstuffs. This gives
rise to no end of bribing of native officials on the
part of agriculturists and merchants in order that
they may look the other way when a cargo of grain
is being loaded for export. No less than 85,0000
worth of millet and other grain was smuggled last
year out of the ports of Newchwang and Chefoo for
Korea. The free export of grain and other produce
all over China would stimulate trade enormously.
The trade of Newchwang will show & considerable
increase this year (1899) over last year, and when
the railway system of Manchuria and also the New-
chwang Hxtension Lines have been completed, the
trade of this port ought to advance by leaps and
bounds, provided it has fair play. The demand on
the part of Lord Salisbury for the insertion of a
d

97‘the total tonnage of their vessels in and ont of ‘

)
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Tatipplation which would have secured that the gok
& Buitish traders shall be carried over the railways
constructed in Manchuria by the Russians on the
same terms ag the goods of Russia or of any other
nation was not conceded. It remains to be seen,
therefore, whether the Russians will, by the imposi-
tion of differential rates, strangle the great trade
 which British merchants are doing with Manchuria
through the treaty port of Newchwang. XA
Having regard to the fact that British trade here
amounts to 3,000,0007. sterling & year, and that it is
the last foothold that the Russians have left us
' in Manchuria, it seems extraordinary that no British
gunboat is stationed at Newchwang. The other
day, when word was brought to Mr. Hosie, the
Consul, that a serious assault bad been committed
" in the native town upon & European, he actually
asked the Russians to lend him Cossacks to go down
und rescue the man. This is a practical acquiescence
in Russia’s policing Newchwang, and simply suicidal
as far as British interests are concerned.

OHINESE TMPERIAL OUSTOMS REVENUE

The revenue for 1898 for the whole of China was
29,503,397 taels, which shows & diminution, but
this has arisen on two articles only, opium and tea ;
there having been a decrease of neaxly 4,000,000 taels
in ¢ likin® on foreign opium and 700,000 faels on tea.
The falling-off in revenue on opium is not due to the
fact that a less quantity ig consumed, but is owing o
the increased quantity grown in Manchuria. A high
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¢ Jévied on opinm—viz. 110 taels (30 taels duty L

#4380 taels likin) per picul containing 1884 1b., and
worth in the market 700 to 800 dollars. The export
duty on tea is 2 faels 5 cents a picul; in addition
to this, likin charges are also levied upon tea. The
imposition of this is said to have seriously injured
the China tea trade. However, apart from the
opium and tea revenue, there has been a substantial
increase in the trade done in other dutiable articles.

All duties are paid in the Hai-Kwan tael, which
was taken at 2s. 10§d. in making up the figures
for 1898. This was originally a lump of pure
silver weighing one ounce, but by custom it varies
in weight all over China. Roughly speaking, it is
equal to one and a third Mexican dollars,

TIFFIN WITH CHINAMEN

One day Dr. Daly invited Mr. Chen-Yu-Ting, a
Chinese merchant here, and a Mr. Tong, the secietary

of the Newchwang Extension Railway, to tiffin.
The former gentleman gave me his views on the
present political situation in China. He considers that
China may be at any moment on the eve of a great
crigis. He described the present Empress Dowager

as having ¢ tucked the young Emperor under her arm
and won't allow him to move.’ She ig now sixty-

~ five years of age and broken in health through being
 worried with the cares and intrigues necessary to
maintain her position. He would not be surprised
to hear of her death at any time. When this takes
place there will probably be three factions striving

c g
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1 fndstery in China. One will be under Jun
Begeneralissimo of all the forces in North China
and nephew of the Empress Dowa.ger, who  is
against reform and is anti-foreign. Another faction
might be headed by Kang-Yi, a member of the Grand
Council ; he and Jung-Liu together broke down the
Reform party, but he will play for his own hand
if an opportunity arises. The third faction would
probably be under the leadership of Prince Ching,
now President of the Tsung-li-Yamen; he is a col-
lateral relation of the present Emperor, and is to a
certain extent patriotic and in favour of reform.
These are all Manchus, and there would still have
to be ftaken into consideration the Cantonese,
amongst whom are to be found the majority of the
reformers of China, and who might obtain the
support of the Chinese generally in a united effort
to deprive the Manchus of the governing power in
China,

'I‘he difficulties in the way of a union of forces
are the distinctive local characteristics and preju-
dices in each province. Bach province pays and
controls its own army, and the weakness of China
m the war with Japan was fo a considerable
extent due to the fact that the different armies and
the different sections of the navy did not work
together. 1 asked the question as to whether there
was any improvement in the organisation and
equipment of any provincial armies since the war of
1894-5, and was told that though the antiquated
gun known as a ¢ jingall * is in use in some parts, yet
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prmate like those of Gha,ng-Chlh-’I‘ung and of Liu-
Kun-Yi (Viceroy of Nanking) have modern rifles.

Chen-Yu-Ting thinks that when the inevitable
struggle takes place among the different sections of
the Chinese, Russia will take advantage of the crigis,
and, advancing south of the Great Wall, will seize
as much of China as possible. She would first
occupy Chihli, Shensi, Kansuh, and then Shansi and
Honan. At the same time he believes that the
French would advance from the south and en-
deavour to occupy a large portion of Southern
China, and, if possible, penetrate far enough north-
wards to enable them to join hands with Russia.

He said that Young China contains many men
who are true patriots, holding enlightened views,
but states that in view of the fact that for 2,000
years all Emperors have repressed the people, it
is no wonder that they lack those qualities of
self-reliance, courage, and patriotism, the want of
which leaves them so absolutely at the mercy
of any strong Power to-day. He considers that
the only hope for China is to have its army re-
organised under British officers, and he does not
believe that the educated Chinese on the coast
of China would object to have the agsistance of
Japanese officers also. He reminded me of the
recent notice given by M. de Giers to the Tsung-
li-Yamen, warning them that any alliance between
China and Japan would be an unfriendly act, and
would be followed by serions consequences. He said
that the present officials at Pekin are for the most
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den bought by Russian gold. He added that Russia
‘knows that both in climate and agncultmally
Yhing is much superior to Biberia, and that it is
nob smrprising that she should endeavour to gain
possession of as much of it as possible. He urged
that the English ought to give greater facilities for
. the naturalisation of Chinese at Singapore and
. Hong-Kong, and that they ought also to follow the
. example of the French Consuls at Bankok and
Saigon, and instruct British Consuls to naturalise all
Chinese or other applicants at every treaty port
thronghout China, He said that if any inhabitant
of India comes to China he enjoys British protection
as a British subject, but if a Hong-Kong or Singa-
pore Chinese resident comes to China he does not
have this protection unless he has fulfilled the con-
ditions at present so difficult to comply with, and
become a naturalised British subject. He drew
attention to a condition imposed before naturalisation
can take place—viz. the cutting off of the pigtail
and the adoption of Kuropean dress—and contended
that this ought not to be insisted upon.
He stated that the French in Annam extend the
privileges of naturalisation to all applicants, Hig
“opinion ig that Russia has placed herself so rapidly
in military occupation of North China that England
would in all probability not have time to finish the
construction of & railway from British Burmah to
~ the upper Yang-tsze before the crigis, and that, there-
fore, her true policy, if she is not to be squeezed out
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»elehina altogether, lies in giving every assistance t0
the creation and reorgsmisation of a powerful Chinese
a.rmy——thus helpmg the Chinese to help themselves.
T give the views thus expressed by an intelligent
Chinese merchant as nearly as possible as he stated
them to me, and I think they show how comprehen-
give a grasp of the situation some, at any rate, of the
Chinese are able to take. ;

MISSIONS IN MANCHURIA

The Irish Presbyterians and the Presbyterian
Church of Scotland have together ten centres where
Huropean = missionaries work, and the Danish g
HEuropean Lutheran Church has four centres. They
have altogether about 10,000 converts. 3

There are thirty European Protestant mission-
aries on the ground, and of these ten are medical.
There are also ten lady missionaries and 140 native
preachers, They have day schools, with 1,000
scholars, and between twenty and thirty Sunday
schools.

They own very valuable property in the shape
of hospitals, chapels, schools, and residences, and
their work is carried on at a cost of 15,000L. a yeax.

The French Roman Catholic missions are still
more extensive. They have many churches through- |
out Manchuria, also schools, orphanages, and landed |

. property, with two bishops and quite a number of «:;]
priests. They claim about 50,000 converts. i

If Russia annexes Manchuria, and adopts the

same policy there that prevails in Russia, missionary
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cost, and with such beneficial results, will in all pro-
bability be extmgmshed

Dr. Daly, my host, is a Chinese mandarin, having
received the Double Dragon Decoration from the
Hmperor for Red Cross services at Newchwang during
the Chino-Japanese war.

ADVANTAGES OF MANCHURIA

Menchuria is emphatically the white man’s
climate in China, the thermometer in summer rarely
rising above 87° in the shade, while in the winter
1t sometimes goes down to 17° below zero, but as it
i§ a dry cold it is not severely felt. There are resi-
dents here who have been out twenty-five years
continuously, and who are perfect examples of health
and etrength The physique of the Chinese inhabi-
tants is simply splendid. These facts show the folly
of the British Government in having failed to main-
tain British treaty rights in Manchuria.

1 was sorry to hear before I left that the bubonic
plague was spreading rapidly, and that many deaths
were taking place daily. The plague was of a very
viculent, type, and almost invariably fatal, death
oceurring in from forty-eight to ninety-six hours.

The gravity of the situation was so far re-
cognised that the owners refused to take any
Chinese passengers for Chefoo on board the hoat,
with the exception of my Chinese boy. Therefore
we had the whole ship to ourselves, apart from the
officers and crew,

af erprlses, which have been built up at so great o
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o 1S parf:mg gift and souvenir of Newchwang,
i v Daly bmught me & flag which is being adopted
by the Russians in conneetion with their Manchurm.n
 railway system. Tt hag the Chinese dragon in one
. corner, and the Russian colours in the other, and ig

very significant of the way in which fhe wind is
blowing.

Mzr. Chen-Yu-Ting, one of the Chinese gentle-

_men who had tiffin with me yesterday, also sent
me his photograph and a second photograph of
the Emperor and four of the most enlmhtened
Reformers.

The s.s. ¢ Higo-Maru’® was also leaving New-
chwang for Chefoo that afternoon, but though sheis a
fast bout, T preferred the cleanliness and wholesome
food. on the ‘ Tamsui’ to a repetition of my experi-
ences hereafter described on board the Japanese ship.

In coming down the river we had & strong summer
gale blowing, and I was much impressed with the
steadiness and seaworthy qualities of the huge
(hinese junks which were also on their way to sea.
The design for the English turret ships was suggested
by the Chinese junk, which is constructed on the
same model to-day as has been in vogue for the last
two thousand years. The upper part is perpendicnlar |
and narrow, a short distance above the water-line it
bulges right out on both sides, which makes it not
ounly a gfood sea-boat, but also gives below water a
large carrying capacity. The way the Chinese |

! sallors handle their junks shows them to be very =

“ skilful seamen. 1 8 8 4 1

o
bR
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said ‘ Good-bye ’ to Captain McSwiney at Dr.
aly's. He starts to-morrow for England. He pur-
poses going wup through Manchuria and rvight
across Siberia and Russia, in order to gain as much
knowledge as possible of what is being done. He is
doing this entirely on his own initiative, and at his
own expense. His regiment, the 7th Dragoon
Guards, is at present stationed at Aldershot, and I
expect to meet him on my return home to compare
notes,

NEWCHWANG TO CHEFO0O

The sea was rough outside, but the *Tamsui’
being pretty well laden was remarkably steady, and
we had on the whole a comfortable passage. We
reached Chefoo in heavy rain next day. The port
doctor, Mr. Molyneux, took me ashore in the Customs
House boat between showers, but we were obliged to
take shelter at Cornabe & Hckford’s office, where
we remained prisoners during the next two hours, the
rein coming down in torrents. Mr. Anderson, of
Cornabe & Hekford, who is also a member of the
 Reform Club, gave me his views of the situation
in China. He showed me a petition to her
Majesty's Government, which is to be signed at
every port in China, urging that British rights and

. interests should be upheld in a more vigorous fashion.

The document, however, was far too vague; it con-
‘tained no clear and definite statement of what the
. merchants out here really want, and therefore it is

" not likely to count for anything with Liord Salisbury.
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CHAPTER 11
CHEFO0O0 TO TIENTSIN

T weNT on board Messrs. Butterfield & Swire's boat,
the ¢ Wuchang,” at twelve o’clock (noon), expecting

that she would sail immediately, but found that the

vain which wag falling had compelled them to stop
discharging her cargo, and it was five o’clock before
she actually sailed.

Among the goods which were being unloaded
at Chefoo were cotton piece-goods from England and
Americs, also rice, sugar, paper, and dried seaweed,
The sea was pretty rough, even in the harbour, and
we expected to be pitched about when we got out-
gide. The wind, however, dropped, and we had a
fairly smooth passage to Taku Bar, the entrance fo
the Pei-ho, which leads up to Tientsin. We arrived
at the Bar at eleven o'clock, only to find that it was
low water and that the detention of several hours
 before the steamer could enter the river would
canse 18 to miss the last train to Tientsin, We,
however, succeeded in getting a tug-boat to take us
up after waiting about three hours. Though this
boat only drew about five feet of water, shestuck on



)¢\ CHINA AND THE PRESENT cmsmvglJ |
e/ bax for a quarter of an hour, u.ntll the i
ose & little further. it

Close by us, at anchor, were five new cruisers
which had just been purchased by the Chinese
Government. Two of them were built by Armstrong,
Mitchell, & Co., of Newcastle-on-Tyne, and the other
three by the Germans They are said to be the
fastest cruisers afloat, going twenty-fonr knots sn
hour, and are fitbed with every modern appliance ; but
they just lie there—the Chinese practically do not
cruise in them at all. Tt seems probable they will
be of little value to the Chinese as a fighting power.
One Ttalian and one Austrian cruiser were anchored
alongside the Chinese ships.

One of Messrs. Holt Brothers’ steamers from
Liverpool, about 9,000 tons burden, was discharging
cargo into huge lighters. She could not cross the bar
evenat high water, and, indeed, much smallersteamers
have to discharge a considerable portion of their cargo
outside before they are able to enter. The river up to
Tientsin has been allowed to silt up to such an extent
that no steamers are able at present to reach it.
From our steamer they began to discharge China tea,
which was on its way from Hankow to Russia. The
Russiang are by far the largest consumers of China
tea, which they prefer to our Indian and Ceylon tea.
Largequantities of arsenic powder were also being put
‘on board a lighter—-this is used for preserving skins.
Tientsin i9 a great centre for trade in all kinds of
- fnrs and skins, including sables.
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THE PEI-HO AND 'I‘AKU FORTE

After crossing the bar we approa.ched the entmnoe
 to the Pei-ho—the word ‘ho’ in China means river,
%0 it is really the Pei River. On both sides are the
| huge mud forts of Taku, which have more than once
i offered a stout resistance to the English and French
in their wars with China. These are very extensive,
and have many guns mounted. On the way up ‘ahe
 river were more mud forts.

We passed the Imperial Na,val Yard, which
looked in a somewhat dilapidated condition. There
were algo in the river several new torpedo destroyers,
which have been built in England for the Chinese
Government.

On both sides of the river, flat marshy land
stretched away as far as the eye could reach. A
number of curious horizontal windmills were revolve
ing and pumping up sea water into large reservoirs,
where it is allowed to evaporate, and then the salt
which remains is collected.

TONG-KU

: On landing at Tong-Ku, where we took the train,
we were sutrounded by a large crowd of coolies
clamouring to carry the baggage. When given the job
they began to demand extortionate terms. As there
was no fixed tariff, and no other means of getting our

 baggage to the railway station, we had to submit-~
the amount paid for a quarter of an hour's work
being equivalent to a day’s wage. They reminded
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dgbmewhat of the crowd that used to lay h
orie's baggage by main force on landing at Tunis.

Sl

EVIDENCE OF BRITISH TRADE

When I got on the landing-stage I was much
gratified to see a huge pile of new steel rails bearing
the stamp of the Barrow Hematite Steel Company,
Limited. It gave me great encouragement in the
efforts I am making to promote British trade with
- China to have this practical proof that the miners of
the Barnsley Division have a direct personal interest
in the railway extensions which are being made in
China, for no doubt both coal and coke from the
Barrow Collieries were used in the production of
these rails at the Barcow Works.

TIENTSIN

We had a pleasant journey of an hour and a half
by rail up to Tientsin (twenty-seven miles). On the
way from the railway station my jinricksha passed
through the French settlement of Tientsin, where
the whole of the streets are named in French. On
entering the English settlement T found myself”
dashing along Victoria Road. The buildings in this
settlement are excellent structures of stone and brick,
and while in the European quarter it is difficult to
imagine that you are in China. I called on Mr.
Cousins, of Messrs. Jardine, Matheson, & Co., and
went with him to hear a rather good band which
was playing m the public gardens.
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1 left Tientsin on August 27, in company with
M. Hillier, the manager of the Hong-Kong and
Shanghai Bank at Pekin, We travelled in what
18 known as the postal car, which was really
comfortable. The country from Tientsin to Pekin
—a distance of about eighty miles, which we did in
three hours—is absolutely flat. As you approach
Pekin there is a fine range of hills which runs from
east to west, broken in outline, and forming a
beautiful background across the plain. '

There are very few trees until nearing Pekin,
when the country is fairly well wooded. The ex-
tensive plain was covered with splendid crops of
millet and other cereals. At one railway station I
was glad to have a further practical proof of how
the working men at home are interested in the
development and opening up of China in the shape
of a trainload of bridge girders made in Glasgow.

PEKIN

The Pekin terminus is about five miles from

the city. There are beautifully fitted tramcars
driven by electricity for a portion of the way, bub:
these are of little use to passengers with baggage.

- There are three modes of getting from the railway
station into the Tartar city of Pekin. First by one
of the numerous covered-in carts, which are drawn
by mules and trundle along in a perfect cloud of
dust, which is literally inches thick along the



“Pird, to be carried in a sedan chair by four stalwart
Chinamen. I adopted the last-named. The men
went along at & swinging pace, and gave a sort of
jerky motion to the chair which was not altogether
agreeable. They landed me safely at the Hong-
- Kong and Shanghai Bank-—where I was put up by
Mz, Hillier-—in an hour and a quarter, a distance of
over five miles. At the end of the first two miles |
we came to the outer city wall and entered by a gate-
way into the Chinese city. After passing through
a portion of the city we traversed a broad road
with waste ground on each side of it, and beyond
it on the right hand was the ‘Temple of Heaven’
and on the left the ‘ Temple of Agriculture,’ both in
huge walled enclosures. As we passed along the
streets the people gazed with considerable curiosity
on the ‘foreign devil.” Many of the shops have
fronts of beautifully carved woodwork, They open
on to the street, and large quantities of clothes and
other articles which are offered for sale are spread
out on the roadway, where they are soon covered
with dust. |

‘We shortly came to the massive wall surround-
ing the Tartax city, which we entered by a huge
gateway, and soon afterwards arrived at Liegation
Street, in which most of the Foreign Liegations are
gituated, and also the Hong-Kong and Shanghai
Bank. |

The population of Pekin is estimated at about
700,000,  There is no other city like it in the
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e, ‘and, though terxibly dirty, 11; is m L
, On arrival, I found an invitation to dine with
. Mr. Bax Ironside, H.B.M. Chargé d’Affaires, the
game evening. Mr. Hillier took me round to the
very cosmopolitan club, where we found lawn tennis
in full swing. Some sets were being played by men
of four distinct nationalities, who, though they may
be fighting each other strenuously in regard to
political affairs, still meet in a perfectly friendly
way on this neutral ground. The club is situated
just within the great wall surrounding the Tartar
city.

Mr. Bredon, Sir Robert Hart's Assistant Comp-
troller of Customs, dined with me at Mr. Bax Iron-
side's, and we had a long and animated talk on all
the important events that have happened in China
during the last two years.

Before leaving Mr. Hillier's I went into the
dining-room, where he was entertaining five Chinese
gentlemen at dinner. I was introduced to Hu-Yuen-
Meh, the president of the Chinese railways, who
was ousted from that position by intrigue largely on

f account of his friendliness to the Fnglish, and re-
placed by Chang-Yi, the president now in power,

VISIT TO MISSION STATION

The weather was perfect, and, contrary to
expectation, not at all unbearably hot. My first
expedition was in seaxrch of the Rev. Mr. Stonehouse
at the Liondon Mission, to whom I had a letter of

D
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“introduction from my friend Mr. Albert proer, M.P.
- T was conveyed in one of the ordinary Chinese carts
without springs and drawn by a mule. The roads
 in Pekin, with the exception of Legation Street,
are simply in the condition that they have been in.
for centuries—ankle-deep in dust or mud, accord-
ing to the weather, and with deep ruts every-
where, It was a case not exactly of ‘rattle his
bones over the stones,” but of ¢ rattle his bones over
the ruts.’” I reached my destination in a very sore
and battered condition, only to find that I had been
brought to the wrong mission station. Two lady
nissionaries, however, very kindly undertook to send
my letter across the city to Mr. Stonehouse, and to ask
him to come and see me at the Hong Kong and
Shanghai Bank. They also suggested that if I sat
outside the cart on the shaft I should feel the jolt-
ing much less, and it was in this fashion that 1
made the return journey—having to hold on pretty
tight to avoid being thrown off.

I left cards on M. de Giers and M. Kroupen-
gky at the Russian Legation, and then called on
Mr. Bax Ironside, with whom I spent two hours in
the discussion of the political situation. I came
away convinced that our representatives out here do
all in their power, and that their {ailure to maintain
British rights and interests has been and is largely
due to the want of proper support and backing on
the part of Lord Salisbury, by whose direction every
surrender has been made.
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“/ INTERVIEW WITH M. KROUPENSKY
~In the afternoon, M. Kroupensky, from the

" Russian Liegation, returned my call, and we had a
_ nost lively discussion, lasting two hours and a half,

on all the difficulties which have arisen between
England and Russia in China. From a Russian
gtandpoint he made an able defence of the action
that they have taken in regard to various matters.
He spoke English perfectly, and displayed a com-
plete knowledge and grasp of every question. He
promised me a letter of introduction to the Governox
of Port Arthur.

CALL ON JAPANESE MINISTER

I next called upon the Japanese Minister, to
whom I had a letter of introduction from Viscount
Aoki, the Minister of Foreign Affairs in Japan.
The Minister was out of Pekin, but I saw his First
Becretary, with whom I had a long conversation on

my experiences in Japan and on the political

situation generally, both past and present. In
common with every other Japanese politician or

diplomatist whom I have met, he was full of friendly

expressions towards Eingland, and, above everything
else, desirous that there should be complete co-
operation in the furtherance of our mutual interests
in the Far East.

THE TARTAR OITY WALL

My last expedition for the day was to ascend the
great Wall surrounding the Tartar City, and to pass
D2
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i the top for a mile or 8o to the Great Central
Pagoda over the main entrance. The view it com-
mands is extensive, as Pekin is situated on a
perfectly flat plain. The city contains everywhere
an abundance of fine timber, and behind this, as
a background, runs the range of Western Hills,
maling Pekin attractive from a scenic point of view.
There is, however, practically no drainage whatever,
and naturally the smells encountered everywhere,
coupled with the filth and dirt, somewhat lessen
one's pleasure. I would not, however, on any
account, have missed seeing Pekin. The narrow
gtroets, through which one had to pick one’s way,
were crowded with people pursuing their various
avocations and journeying to and fro without a
thought, for the most part, of the great world outside
their city, and, if T am correctly informed, with few
exceptions, in complete ignorance of the political
events so vitally affecting their great Empire, which
have been occurring in such rapid succession for the
last two years. I had heard much of anti-foreign
feeling, but though I passed freely along the streets,
beyond a certain exhibition of curiosity, I did not
see the slightest display of incivilify.

There were numerous donkeys, with jingling bells,
astride of which Chinamen, clad in gorgeous raiment
and fine linen, sat unconcernedly amidst the jostling
_crowds in these Chinese thoroughfares. The musical
cries of itinerant vendors of various trades, of donkey
boys and chair-bearers, fell upon the ear; and in the
night there was the barking of innumerable dogs.
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inter clouds of dust sweep over Pekm fr L

-Gobi Desert in Mongolia—denser, even, and
‘more penetrating than a Liondon fog.

OITY WALLS, PEEKIN

The Tartar or Inner City, and the Chinese or
Outer City, are both surrounded by walls which
consist of a stone foundation and two brick walls
filled in between with mud. Those of the northern
or Tartar city are about 40 feet high; at the base
about 50 feet thick, narrowing to 86 feet at the fop
and defended by massive buttresses at intervals of
800 yards. There are nine gates leading into it, above
each of which a pagoda of striking appearance, about
100 feet high, is raised; besides thege, each gate has
on the outside a semi-circular—on some gates a square
—enceinte in which a somewhat smaller pagoda
stands opposite to the gate pagoda. The middle gate
of the southern side, the Ch’ien-men, ox Frout Grate,
whose enceinte is pierced by three entrances, is much
the largest.

FORBIDDEN CITY, PEKIN

Inside the Tartar City is the ¢ Forbidden City,’
where the Imperial Palaces are situated. This is
also surrounded by a wall, and no foreigrer or
Chinaman not occupying a certain official position
has been admitted beyond the first building inside the
main entrance. There is a mountain of coal just
ingide the wall, which can be seen from the outside,
It has been there 300 years, and is supposed to.
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¢/ eserve stook for use in the Tmiperial Palkabl—

a any time of siege. The Celestials apparently
do not know that after being exposed to the atmo-
gphere for 800 years the burning qualities of the
material would be gone.

THE GOVERNMENT OF CHINA

Next day my first call was upon Mr. Pethick, an
American, who is one of the private secretaries of
Li-Hung-Chang. He informed me that the Board
of Foreign Affairs, known as the T'sung-li-Yamen, has
really no executive power. They hear statements
of cases, and then report through their president to
the Grand Council of State, which consists of about
ten members. This council considers various ques-
tions, and attaches to the documents relating to each
case a piece of red paper, on which their decigion is
written. If they do not arrive at a unanimous con-
clugion, then the opinions of those digsenting are also
stated. The members of the Grand Council go to
the Imperial Palace every morning at daybreak, and
are received in audience by the Kmpress Dowager.
All the documents relating to the affairs of State are
then submitted, one by one, for the approval, or
otherwise, of the Empress Dowager. She signifies
her approval by making a small spot on the margin
of the red paper with one of the brushes with which
the Chinese write. In the absence of this indica-
tion of sanction on her part the matter falls to the
ground, and her power is absolute and final.

Members of the Grand Council, and also of
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‘ung~11~Ya,men, are app01nted solely by
fmpress, and one and all are liable to instant dis-

missal by her. The Grand Council is really the

Government or Cabinet of the country, and is, as a
rule, mainly composed of those who preside over the
- Boards controlling the various departments of State.
The deposed young Emperor occasionally sits be-
gide the Empress Dowager when she receives her
Ministers.

DEPOSITION OF THE EMPEROR

A most serious blunder, far-reaching in its con-
sequences, was made by the British Government
when they tamely allowed the deposition of the
Emperor in 1898 and the usurpation of the throne
by the Empress Dowager. The young Emperor was
undoubtedly in favour of reform and the opening of
China to trade, whilst the Empress Dowager is
reactionary and anti-foreign. Under her rule the
most unenlightened, corrupt, and anti-foreign place-
hunters are in office.

The way in which the British Minister not only
acquiesced in the coup d'état, but actually arranged
with the Empress Dowager to give a reception to
ladies of the PBritish and other I.egations, was a
scandal.

This proceeding gave an empha.tlc official sanc-
tion to the removal of the Emperor and the assump-

tion of his position by the Empress Dowager. 1t

encouraged anti-foveign feeling and discouraged the
paxty of reform.

. A BRITISH BLUNDER @L
:
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“The policy pursued is responsible for the lives
of scores of the most patriotic Chinese reformers
which were sacrificed; it enabled the reactionary
elements in the country to triumph, and dealt a heavy
blow at the reform movement.

A substantial majority of the inhabitants of
China are opposed to the Manchu Dynasty now
ruling the Empire. The Manchus, however, being a
more warlike race, dominate the Chinese by Manchu
garrisons stationed at various centres throughout
the Empire.

Now that the trend of events is in the direction
of the absorption by Russia of Manchu populations
in Manchuria and the North of China, it is not im-
probable that the Chinese may ultimately succeed
in throwing off the yoke of the Manchus and setting
up a purely Chinese Government.

Meantime it is certain that the Chinese reformers
of the South would favour the restoration of the
rightful Emperor rather than the continuance in
power of the Empress Dowager.

PEKIN EUNUCHS

I am told that the eunuchs at the Palace, of
whom there are about 200, practically rule China.
They have acquired great influence over the Empress
Dowager. It is said that official appointments and
concessions can only be got by bribing the Eunuchs.
The Eunuchs and those in command of the military
forces are said to share the ‘squeezes,” which they
would lose were administrative reforms introduced.



INTERVIEW WITH PRINOE OHING

I paid another visit to the British Legation, and
had a further conversation with the Chargé d’Affaires
in the absence of Sir Claude Macdonald. Mr. Bax
Ironside had forwarded on the previous day a letter
of introduction from ILord Charles Beresford to
Prince Ching, a Prince of the Imperial family of
China and President of the Tsung-li-Yamen, and the
reply came that His Highness would be pleased to
give me an audience at the Yamen at three o’clock
in the afternoon. At that hour I was at the entrance
of the Yamen, and was ceremoniously conducted
into an audience hall, where I found & round table
covered with fruit, biscuits, and sweets. Prince
Ching’s interpreter, who spoke fairly good Enghsh,
came and chatted to me along with three members
of the Tsung-li-Yamen. He explained that His
Highness was being interviewed by the Italian
Minister, but that he would not be detained long.
In a very few minutes Prince Ching came inio the
sndience hall, and I was presented to him.

‘We at once took seats round the table, and tea
and Chinese wines were served. Our conversation was
of the most interesting and pleasant character. The
Prince appeared to be an honest and straightforward
man, and put some very pertinent questions. The
hall in which the audience took place was a laxge
square room with an overhanging roof, and had a
verandah all round it; the windows were filled with
leaded panes, reminding me of church caserents.
The roof was of carved and brightly painted wood-
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—work. Three other mermbers of the Teung-li-Yamen
sat at the same table with Prince Ching and myself;
their secretaries occupied seats on a sort of couch,
which ran all round the room, fixed to the wall;
whilst other attendants stood and listened to What
was said, This is usual at such audiences, and the

 fact that so many individuals hear everything, even
at the most important interviews, accounts for the
impossibility of keeping anything secret that transpires
at the Tsung-li-Yamen in regard to political or other
affairs.
I urged upon His Highness that the only hope
of averting the partition of China lay in i—

First.~The prompt settlement of all outstanding
differences with England and other powers.

Becond.—A resolute refusal of concessions violat-
ing the Treaty rights of other nations.

Third.—The seeking the assistance of Hnglish,
Japanese, and American officers in the immediate
re-organisation of her military and naval forces.

; His Highness expressed his hearty approval of
the line of policy which I advocated, and stated that
1t would receive his serious consideration,

Prince Ching made most friendly references to
England. He said he had always regarded her as
the friend of China, but had been greatly disappointed
at the refusal of the necessary support to the Chinese
Government to enable them to resist the demands of
other Powers which involved violations of the Treaty

. of Tientsin.
The audience lasted nearly an hour.




IT1.HUNG-CHANG @L

INTERVIEW WITH LI-HUNG-CHANG

I next proceeded to Li-Hung-Chang's private
residence, where I found M. Pethick, who had
arranged the interview, awaiting me. I was soon
face to face with the great Chinaman who has played
80 important a part in the affairs of China during
the last half-century. He was associated closely with
Gordon in overcoming the Taiping Rebellion, and
has from time to time held some of the highest official
positions in China. He represented his country on
a most important mission to Europe, visiting in the
course of it practically all the Huropean Courts,
where he was received with every mark of distinetion.
It was he who settled the terms of peace with the
Marquis Ito at Shimonoseki. Many people openly
accuse him of having sold his country into the
hands of Russia. As to the truth of this I kuow
nothing, but I found it extremely interesting to
meet 8o notable a man, whose ability and shrewd-
ness are undoubted. His Excellency asked me a
great many questions, some of them of an almost
impertinently inquisitive character; but, on the
other hand, he made many inquiries about political
and cormmercial affairs which revealed how complete
a grasp he had of the present situation.

I urged upon him the necessity for adopting, as
the one means of preventing the partition of China,
the policy which I had submitted for the con-
sideration of His Highness Prince Ching, and Li-
Hung-Chang expressed hig strong approval of my




~out he was prepared to devofe the remainder of hls'
life to the service of his country. Failing this, he |
considered the situation hopeless, and would rexnain
~ in retirement. Mr. Pethick proved a most excellent
_interpreter, and my conversation was carried on with

wonderful ease, though neither of us could speak a
~ word of each other's language.

It is usual for Chinamen to be polite enough to
‘profess to agree with whatever those who interview
them say. It was, therefore, impossible to know
whether these distinguished men really agreed with
what 1 urged upon them or not.

The reason why I pressed the importance of
endeavouring to secure the assistance of English,
Japanese, and American military officers in the
reorganisation of their military force, is that I do
not approve of depriving the Chinese of their country,
as some of the European Powers have done, but,

(it |possible, wish to give them such help as will
make them a strong and self-governing nation.

On my return to the Hong-Kong and Shanghai
Bank from my audience with Li-Hung-Chang, I
found two migsionaries, Mr. Stonehouse and My,
Rees, waiting to see me. The following is a sum-
mary of the information given me by Mr. Rees in
regard to missions in a district within two hundred
miles of Pekin,
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RELIGION

~ As a rule, the Chinese care very little for their
- gods, and seldom pray to them except in time of
trouble. Mr. Rees on one occasion happened to
meet in the temple a man whose mother was
seriously ill. He vowed to the god that if his
mother was cured he would pay so much money to
the temple. This man was fifty years of age, had a
large family, and had not worshipped before this
oceasion for eighteen years. Mr, Rees gave another
instance of Chinese seeking the assistance of their
gods in the following anecdote of a man he met
gixteen years ago. This man had propelled himsslf
on all fours from Pekin to Tsi-nan, in the Province
of Shantung, and back again, a distance of about 1,060
miles, to make a vow to a god that he would pay
~all he possessed if his father was cured of a certain
disease called Tanza (paralysis). The Chinese spend
‘enormous sums of money in superstitious obser-
vances, and in Mr. Rees's district (Chi-Chou) the
usual subscription for each family to the local bonzes
is about 10 tiao (10s.) per year. b
At Chi-Chou there were 1,500 converts, the : |
result of twelve years' work. Liast year the number
of Christian churches built by the natives was 44,
The majority of the people are small farmers own-
ing from 2 to 8 mow of land per family (6 mow
equals 1 acre),
Liagt year Mr. Rees baptised about 800 in his
church, who contributed 2s, 2d. a head, in addition
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‘which they supported schools. One man abk

years of age, with neither wife, family, nor
relatives, employed as a scavenger, who had saved
in five or six years the sum of 32s., gave the whole
amount to the new church.

The Chinese women are more devotional than
the men. It is with the former that the hope of the
Church lies. Mrs. Rees has about 250 Chinese
women under her charge. The Chinese men osten-
gibly look down upon the women, but, after all,
the latter control the families.

Mr. Rees mentioned an interesting story told
by one of his deacons about the penance done by a
Chinese member of a secret society. This society
i known as the ‘One Piece Incense.’ The un-
fortunate member had knelt on chains for two hours
a day for eighteen years, and, of course, was crippled
for life.

On one occasion an official invited himself to
stay with Mr. Rees for three days to discuss
Christianity.  His chief topic was the immortality
of the goul, and he was also convinced that one wife
wag the correct thing. As a result of the discussion
he resigned office and retired to his ancestral home,
saying he could not be an official and a Christian at
the same time.

Ancestral worship is general all over the country.
During the first moon and.a certain day in the
second moon every family worships at the family
alter and the family grave, and this practice may be
said to be almost universal.
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SECRET SOCIETIHS

The members of a Secret Society called the
¢ United Boxers,” in a fight with Catholies, killed
geven. They also aftacked the London WMission,
which was surrounded by about 300 of them.
When the converts heard of it, over 100 of them
collected all the arms they could find to defend the
miggion. They put all the ladies and children in
one house, where they were kept for three days and
nights. The mission claimed the protection of the
local official, but this was refused. An appeal was
then made to the Consul in Tientsin, and the Viee«
roy sent a special commissioner. It appeared that the
leader of the gang was a cousin of the local official.
And thig explained why the latter was unwilling toact.

The officials are almost bound to retain for theix
own use some portion of the revenne passing through
their hands. Mr. Rees said the Governor of his
county receives a salary of only 1801 per annum,
but his establishment costs at least 5,0007: per annum,
and the difference is raised by extortion.

Officials are paid in taels. The tael in this distriet
is equivalent to 2,000 copper cash, but the official

~charges 5,100 copper cash per tael. The people have
to pay in copper cash, the difference going into the
official’s pocket. The Governor gave 20,000 taels in
order to get the appointment. It is difficult to learn
much about the Chinese in cities. Mr. Rees said he

 learnt more in six months in the country than he
did in six years in Pekin.
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MR, HILLIER

Mr Hillier, the menager of the Hong~Kong and
Shanghai Bank in Pekin, who has been in China for
many years, is said to speak the language like a
native. He enjoys the confidence of many of the
most enlightened and able Chinamen to an unusual

‘extent, and has channels of information which make
bim one of the best-informed men as to what is
actually transpiring from day to day in Pekin. He
informed me that it is undoubted that a defensive
alliance between Japan and China wag almost
brought about. The Empress Dowager, who was
&t one time favourable to Russia, became slarmed
by their excessive demands. She and Prince Ching
were in favour of seeking the co-operation of Japan
| in the maintenance of their mutual interests as
against Russia. The eunuchs and certain Manchus
who share the ‘squeezes’ which are obtainable as
things now stand, strongly opposed. This opposi-
tion, and the distinet intimation to the Chinese
Government by Russia that they would regard such
an alliance as an unfriendly act, which would surely
be followed with serious consequences to China,
. caused the negotiations to fall through.
Mr. Hillier held very strong views as to the
disastrous effect upon British interests in China
. which had followed the want of a firm and definite
policy unswervingly pursued on the part of the
British Government. He regarded the loss of
prestige and influence with the Chinese Government
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8,06 result of. a succession of humiliating

urrenders He was of oplmbn ‘that the adoption
of a firta and vigorous policy, in concert if possible
- with those powers who do not desire the partition
of China, is imperatively necessary if the position is
to be retrieved.

S
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CHAPTER III

BRITISH TRADE AND BRITISH NEGLECT
‘ IN CHINA

On August 31 I left Pekin for Tientsin.

ENGLISH SETTLEMENT, TIENTSIN

The English settlement of Tientsin hag a muni-
cipal council which looks after sanitary affairs, light-
ing, etc., exactly as at home. The freehold of the
settlement is the property of the British Crown,
which has merely granted leases to the present oceu-
piers. In sixty years’ time, unless the leases are
renewed, the whole of the palatial property within
the settlement will belong to the British Govern-
ment without any payment on its part. The
Britighers have, therefore, come out to this far-
away part of the earth and settled upon land actually
belonging to the British Government. The residents
are very enferprising. They have taxed themselves
not only with the cost of providing a public garden
and the erection of a commodious town hall, but
they are also subscribing a large sum of money for
the purpose of deepening the Pei River by closing
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dmerous canals. One great hindrance to tr i

&t Tientsin is the bar at the mouth of the river
This could easily be removed, but the Chinese
Government object on the ground that it is a
protection against the entrance of foreign ships of
war.

TRADE OF TIENTSIN

The total value of the trade of Tientsin in 1898
was 10,945,008, 18s.

’ The net total of the foreign imports, which in-.
clude very large quantities of British good. ~the
products of British labour—in 1898 amounted to
4,886,9271. 2s.

The tonnage of vessels entered and cleared in
1896 was 1,377,116 tons. Out of this, British
shipping amounted to no less than 571,486 tons.
Yot I was assured by every man I met in Tientsin,
regardless of political parties —and the principal
merchants there all met me at dinner on my arrival
~that the British Government are not supporting
and maintaining British rights and interests in
North China. They stated that our prestige and
influence with the Chinese Government-—which
was all-powerful only five years ago—has vanished,
To-day the only chance of a British subject securing

; the redress of a grievance or the settlement of a dis-

| pute is to pay some foreigner to take over the trans-
action and deal with the Chinese Government

 through the representative here of their own nation,

The merchants of Tientsin are perfectly prepared
B2
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'thrdugh the Nan-Kou Pass, which is the principal

outlet through a range of mountains from Mongolia
and Kan Suh, by which the wool, skins, and general
produce can be brought to Tientsin, In refum
Manchester piece goods and other British manu-
factures would be taken. Our merchants informed
the British suthorities of their desire to under-
take this work, only to be told that Russia
objected, as Kalgan was on the Great Wall. The
Anglo-Russian Agreement proposed to deal with
Maucduria only, but I find that in reality it ex-
cludes the British, and hands over to the Russiang
not only Manchuria but Mongolia, a huge tract in
the Province of Chihli and the Provinee of Sin Kiang
or Bastern Turkestan. This enormous surrender of
British trade rights and interests has been made
without our receiving what could be considered
compensating advantages in other directions: I can
only conclude that, as in the case of 8in-Ming-Ting,
the knowledge of geography on the part of the
Foreign Office was so defective that they were
unaware of what Russia was obtaining under the
expression ‘North of the Great Wall of China’
when they allowed these words to be inserted in the
agreement in substitution for the one word Man-
churia—which was the sphere named by Russia
when the negotiations began.

Our Government do not appear to have even asked
for: the recognition by Russia of similai preferential
rights for England in Thibet, which is the only



§ here and our Indian Emp1re
The declared object of the Anglo-Russian Agree-
ment was to avoid cause of conflict where the
interests of Russia and England meet in China, and
yet no provision whatever is made in it in regard to
the enormous area south of the Great Wall and
north of the Yang-tsze basin. ‘

It accords Russia the exclusive right to construct
railways north of the Great Wall and professes to
confer a similar exclusive right on England in the
Yang-tsze basin, but the agreement had already been
broken by Russia's still concealed although well-
known interest in the Pekin-Hankow ILiine, which
will penetrate right down into the heart of the Yang-
tsze bagin.

RUBSSIAN INTRIGUES

During the day of my arrival I bad interviews
with the British Consul and various merchauts, and
in the evening I met Mr. Kinder, the chief engineer
of the Newchwang Railway Extension Line, whose
dismissal the Russians have worked so hard to secure.
He is being intrigued and plotted against both at
home and abroad by Russian agents, for, with his
removal, the hindrances to the absorption of the
Newchwang Kxtension Line, which is being con-
structed with British capital, would be pra.ctically
gone. The acquisition of this railway would give
Russia control not only of Manchuria, but of Pekin

q,
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#d/ the whole North of China, and enable heto-

strangle British trade. ) Wi
‘M. Kinder tells me that the whole of the rails
required for the railways under his management come
from England and Scotland, as well as the locomo-
tives—when our manufacturers can undertake to
execute his orders—and thousands of wheels and
axles are made in Sheffield by the Patent Shaft and
Axle Co., Peach Steel and Tozer, and the Low

Moor Company.

TRIP UP SHAN-HAI-KWAN-NEWCHWANG RAILWAY

September 1.—I lett Tientsin this morning in 'a
private car on a three days’ expedition up the rail-
way which is being built: by British capital north of
Shan-hai-Kwan. My host, Mr. Cousins, saw me off
and made most kind arrangements in the matter of
provisioning, for there were no hotels in the district
through which I was going, and we had to take our
supplics of food with us. The first stopping-place
after leaving Tong-ku was Liutai.

At and around Lutai is a large Chinese military
camp. KEach regiment had a distinct camyp enclosed
by mud walls, around which gay flags were flying,
the flags of each regiment being different in colour
~and design. As the Chinese Gieneral—Yang —was
leaving by the train, guns were fired on his depar-
ture, and a erowd of officers escorted him to the
platform.  The men were of splendid physique,
and looked equal to anything if they were only
properly trained and armed. I took several snap-



GOAL MINES

‘;‘-of them w1th my kodak, which they quite

en]oyed The officers stood in a row facing the

~ reserved car which the General ocoupied, He came
out on to the platform before the train left, and the
officers gave the ‘kow-tow, that is, bowed down
go that their heads practically touched their knees,
repeatedly to him. The General acknowledged the
salutations in the same fashion. He was on his way
to Kinchow to clear the country of bands of robbers
known as ‘ hung-hood-se’ (redbeaxds). It is said
that these robbers are the best fighting men in
' China, and that they can beat overwhelming numbers
of troops,

COAL MINING IN CHINA

Thirty miles further on we came to Tongshan,
the distriet where magnesian limestone shows itself
and under which are coal measures, The Kaiping
collieries close by are the principal collieries of China.
They produced 732,000 tons in 1898, At the

Tongshan Mines the output was 470,000 tons, whilst

ab Linsi Colliery, about twelve miles away, 262,000
tons were brought to bank-—making a total of
1,464,000 tons. The output of the Kaiping Collieries
has gone down very much this year (1899) owing to the
mines having been robbed previously. They have had
a great influx of water, which is likely to cause seriouns

difficulties, The greater part of the coal they pro-

duace is so inferior in quality that Mr. Kinder-—the

chief engineer of the railways—has been trying fo

L.
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=t consent to use Cardiff coal, at any rate for tho .
express trains. ‘ , ! i

At Tongshan there are railway works, where
they make their own carriages and put together
locomotives and other engineering work  im-
ported, |

Chung-hou-So, which is forty miles outside the
Great Wall of China, through which the railway
passes, is 214 miles from Tientsin. The country
traversed is practically level ; there is not a single
tunnel. The railway track was in excellent order, and
the travelling most comfortable. The plain on each
side of the railway the whole way was covered with
excellent crops of what the Chinese call * kaoliang "~
kind of millet, also known as brown rice. It grows
often ten to twelve feet high. The grain is the
principal food of the people. The stalks, which
partake of the nature of bamboo, are used for a
variety of purposes, including fencing, roofing of
houses, etc. ; whilst the roots are dried and used as
fuel. The kaoliang was in all its harvest glory, and
stretching as it did for miles and miles under brilliant
sunshine, the rich brown golden shades were very
beautiful. The plain has a background of fine
broken rocky hills, which adds greatly to the beauty
and picturesqueness of the scenery. The inhabitants
also grow beans, sweet potatoes, indigo, and tobacco,
- whilst near Chang-li is a rich fruit-growing digtrict,
producing in the open air excellent grapes, apples,
apricots, peaches, and plums.

At Chang-lia crowd of fruit vendors besieged the
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L/and three to four pounds of excellent grabe
/6 obtainable for 23d. Ve

. There were here and there isolated hills rising
up out of the plain, the strata of which was tilted
at a considerable angle—evidently due to voleanic -
action. .

At Loang Chou we crossed a splendidly con-
structed iron railway bridge over 700 yards in length.
The whole of the girders for this and other bridges
on this railway have come from Hngland and Scot-
land. Some people say that it does not matter
whether the railways are constructed in' China by
Britishers or by Russians, French or Germans, I
i only, however, in the case of this railway over
which I was travelling, and which ig being laid
down with British capital, that the products of
British labour can be employed, but this is only
done if they can be got on as favourable terms
from England as from other nations. We thus
deal justly by the Chinese people in enabling them
to buy what they require in the best and cheapest
market—in marked contrast to the action of Russia,
France, and Germany, who insist upon having the
railways for which they have obtained concessions,
constructed entirely of materials bought from the
country of the concessionnaires irrespective of
whether or not they can be obtained more cheaply
elsewhere. :

Most of the officials superintending the construc-
tion of the extension part of the line, and working
the portion already opened, are Britishers. The
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gihe-drivers of express trains are also British, ,

—receive 18/. a month wages. If the chief engineer

had a free hand he would employ many more British
engine drivers, but the Chinese Government prevent
this. . The Russians, French, and Germans have
in connection with the railways they lay down
absolute control both in the construetion and in
the working of the lines after they are completed,
. and can employ as many of their own countrymen
as they choose on the railway as engine-drivers
or otherwise.

Lord Salisbury allowed the terms which were
imposed upon us in connection with the New-
chwang Extension Railway to be dictated by Russia,
who, on the other hand, enjoys in connection with
the railways she is building absolute power to do
- whatever she pleases.

Nearly all the towns passed were surrounded by
‘high stone walls, turreted on the top.

‘ At Shan-hai-Kwan we saw the Great Wall of

China, stretching right up over precipitous mountains

1,000 to 1,500 feet high. It seems almost incredible

that it could have been constructed.

On reaching Chung-hou-8o, the furthermost
point north to which the railway is yet opened for
passenger traffic, I was conveyed on & ftrolly two
. miles further up the line to the house oi the resident
engineer (Mr. Newmarch).  The trolly was propelled
at a remarkable speed by four Chinamen, who stood
on it working handles which were attached to the
wheels by a crank shaft. When we came to an
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etion on the line they lifted the t:rolley b

d carried it past the block, While doing so
they uttered musical eries in order to mark tire
g0 that they might keep step. Chinamen invariably
adopt this custom in their vocations. 1 dined with
the Newmarches ; the nearest European to them lives
fifteen miles away, so that they don't often have
visitors, and naturally that made my welcome all
the warmer. After dinner I returned to my com-
fortable railway car at the station, and at six o’clock
the next morning started on the return journey. It
was quite cold in the night, and in the morning
the crisp air felt very much the same as it does
at home on a September morning.

PEI-TAI~HO

On reaching Pei-tai-ho I found a ¢ chit’ from Mr.
Mackintosh, the manager of the Hong-Kong and
Shanghai Bank at Tientsin, placing a pony and a
boy at my disposal. I first rode over to Rocky Point,
five miles away—the new Eastern Settlement at the
edge of the sea. This and the Western Bettlement
have sprung up in the last three years. There are
quite a number of pretty villas, to which Europeans
conie in the hot weather, to enjoy the fresh sea
breezes, It was a most delightful ride along a track
lined by magnificent crops of ripe millet or kaoliang,
with an occasional cluster of trees and a picturesque
hamlet of Chinese houses. The inhabitants were
busily engaged threshing out grain by what was to
me & new method. They form & level floor of mnd,
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ears of graan, and a stone roller dra,wn round and
round by a donkey on the top of the grain squeezes
it out of the ears. They were also grinding the
grain ready for making it into food by revolving a
stone roller over a flat millstone, instead of revolving
a flat millstone on another flat millstone.

BARON VON KETTELER

1 first called upon the German Minister, Baron
Von Ketteler, who received me most courteously. We
had an interesting talk on the situation in China, in
the course of which reference was made, with mutual
satisfaction, to the fact that the Germans and
English have arranged tojointly construct the Tien-
tsin-Chin Kiang Railway. Baron Von Ketteler
also assured me of his desire that the relations
between England and Germany should grow more
and more friendly, and that the two nations might
be able to co-operate in furtherance of our mutual
interests, not only in the Far Hast but elsewhere.
His syrhpathies, next to the Teutonic race, he said,
were strongly Anglo-Saxon. He expressed the
opinion that, in order to give any chance of the
creation in China of a strong and independent
government, it would be necessary, in the first
place, to put an end to the corruption and bribery
which is almost universal amongst the official classes.
I sugpested that it was desirable that Germany
ghould, in addition to developmg the Province of
Shantung, also include in her sphere the whole
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patasstidd of the Yellow River. T explained that 1
did not mean that the country should be taken from ?
the Chinese, but that they should be assisted in the |
development of it for the mutual advantage of the !

Chinese and of other nations. ‘ |

SIR ROBERT HART

I then rode a further three miles along the sea
coast westward to the residence of Sir Robert Hart,
the head of the Imperial Chinese Customs, who gave
me a cordial welcome and insisted on my being his
guest, Sir Robert Hart had been more than forty
years in China as the head of the one department
which is free from corruption, and which pays into the
Chinese Exchequer the full amount of the duties col-
lected on foreign imports. He spoke in the highest
terms of the Chinese, and is absolutely devoted to
their interests. He favoured the collection of likin
by his department, provided arrangements were made
for the proper payment of Chinese officials, and for
the provincial treasuries receiving an adequate pro-
portion of the revenues. BShould, as seems only
too probable, the Chinese have murdered their loya!l
friend and old faithful servant, they will be guilty of
an act of the basest ingratitude.

CHIN WANG TAO

There is & point on the coast of the Gulf of
Pechili, about twelve miles from Pei-tai-ho, Ching
wan bao, which the British Government got opened
as a treaty port, proclaiming this as a most important
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To my astonishment, however, I found there neither

1evement in the interests of Beisieh commerce.zfﬂ

port nor natural harbour, and no resident population -

. whatever, It is merely an open bay surrounded by

~ sandbanks, There are some who say it will prove

an open-all-the-year-round port, whilst Newchwang
and Tientsin are frozen up several months in the

year, and that collieries will be opened close by, the
produce of which will be shipped there.

PEI-TAI-HO TO TONG-KEU

The next morning I started at 6.30 and had a
most enjoyable ride on a donkey over the hills and
through the millet fields to Pei-tai-ho station, and
at one o'clock was at Tong-Ku, ready to go on
board whatever steamer was available for Chefoo.
On the way down we again took in supplies of fruit
 at Chang-li, and I got a party of four Europeans who
were in the train into my car. We ‘pooled’ our

1

respective provisions and had quite an enjoyable

luncheon party. The climate of this distriet, I learn,
is one of the best in the world, and certainly the
Europeans looked in splendid health, and the
Chinese themselves are a sturdy, active race. The
more I see of the Chinese the better I like them,

A LUCKY CHOICE

On arrival at Tong-Ku, the Chinese compradores
of both Messrs. Jardine, Matheson, & Co. and Messrs.
Butterfield & Swire met me at the station to give

me their assistance in embarking on board their
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ve steamers. The arrangement had be
at 1 should take the first steamer, and this I could
not decide until I got the information from the
captains, I went on board the nearest boat, Messts.
Jardine & Matheson’s ¢El Dorado,’ first, and had
not been there more than five minutes when a fug
boat arrived alongside with Messrs. Butterfield &
Swire's comprador on board, anxious to take me off
to the ¢ Chung King,” bag and baggage. It wasg quite
amusing to see the alertness of these men, and
their determination, if possible, to induce me to
travel by the particular steamer in which they were
interested. It was a fair sample of the commercial
qualities of the Chinaman. As both steamers were
leaving by the same tide, and I had made the
acquaintance of Captain Tamplin, & most excellent
-and trustworthy officer, I decided to remain on board
the ¢ El Dorado.” We started about midnight, and .
were only able to cross the Taku bar by ploughing
a furrow at least a foot deep through the soft mud.

The weather had been delightfully fine up to the
time of starting, but a sudden squall came on and
both ship, passengers, and baggage were pitched
about unmercifully for several hours. The next day
the sea went down rapidly, and with perfect weather
we made good progress.

I had, I am afraid, & sense of satisfaction in the
selection of the boat which I had made on hearing
that the othet steamer had stuck fast upon the Teaku
bar and been left twelve hours behind.

‘We reached Chefoo safely, where I disembexrked.
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CHAPTER IV

A VISIT TO WEIHAI-WEI

Munssrs. JARDINE, MaTHESON, & Co.’s agent at Che-
foo very kindly agreed that the ¢ El Dorado '-—which
was starting in a few hours for Shanghai—should go
into Wei-hai-Wei and put me ashore. Our Consul
(Mz. Sundyus) was kind enough to telegraph to Capé.
Gaunt, the Commissioner at Wei-hai-Wei, to expect
me. 'The weather was perfect, and we had a most
delightful run of a little over four hours along the coast
to Wei-hai-Wei, We passed through the western
deep-water inlet into the wide bay within. It was
sunset—the lights and shades and colonring of the
bay and the hills around were most beautiful,
When about an hour off Wei-hai-Wei, we saw a
- eurious storm whirling over that place, and on
landing I learnt there had been a remarkable
waterspout. It was estimated to be at least 1,000
feet high, and 100 feet in diameter. We came
closer into the shore than when I passed Wei-hai-
Wei bound for Chefoo, and 1 now discovered that
there were considerable fishing villages along the
coast, and that the land, which is cultivated in
terraces, is more fertile than I had imagined.



THE Kowsmm AFF'AIR ‘ @L

AN IN(‘IDENT OF THE CHINO- JAPANESE WA.R

Capt Tamplin of the‘ El Dorado’ was first officer
on board the British steamer ¢ Kowshing,’ which
was sunk by the Japanese, with 1,500 soldiers on.
board, as practically the first act of war on the part
of Japan. This was done although the ‘ Kowshing '
was flying the British flag, after she had been given
an opportunity to surrender. The captain, knowing
there was no escape, was prepared to surrender, but
the Chinese soldiers on board would not allow it.
They preferred that the ship should be sunk and
their lives lost there and then, rather than be sub-
jected to the tortures which they themselves are in
the habit of inflicting upon prisoners, and which
they imagined would be their fate if they fell alive
into the hands of the Japanese. Capt. Tamplin
told us that the ¢ Kowshing ' was not torpedoed, as
has been currently reported, but sunk by shot and
shell.  The captain himself and General Von Han-
neken were the only European survivors. They
saved their lives by plunging into the sgea and
swimming to the Japanese man-of-war. Whilst
they were thus endeavouring to escape, the Chinese
soldiers on board their own steamer tried to shoot
them, under the impression that their capture had |
been effected through the bribery of the British .
officers by the Japanese. The claim which was
made by the British Government on the Chinese
Government for the value of the steamer and for

¥
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xpens‘a,tion for the Britishers on board who :

WEI-HAI-WEL

The ‘El Dorado’ dropped anchor directly oppo-
gite Capt. Gaunt’s (the Commissioner’s) residence,
which is in a picturesque and attractive square
of buildings, with several courtyards inside. These
were used by the Chinese when in occupation of this
place as the Naval Reception Yamen.

~ The Chinese town of Wei-hai-Wei is on the
mainland, and it is on the inland side of the island
Liu-Kung-tau (‘tau’ being Chinese for island),
which is two and a quarter miles long and three-
quarters of a mile in width, that the new Wei-hai-

- Wei ig situated. At the western end of this island
is one inlet into Wei-hai-Wei harbour, which is
one and a quarter miles wide. In this is the deep-
water channel, with nine to seventeen fathoms of
water, 600 to 700 yards in width. !

At the eastern end of the island is the other
entrance to the harbour, about two and a half miles
across, with an average depth of twenty-one feet at
low water of ordinary summer-spring tides, and a
foot or two more when there is an ordinary summer
tide. It is a curious fact that in the winter the
water 15 two or three feet lower than in summer.
It is this broad entrance, perfectly accessible to
torpedo boats at any point, which makes Wei-hai-
Wei eomparatively useless as a naval base, unless an
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@ous breakwater be constructed, at a ‘.3'0" 1

reduce the width of the entrance, so that it can be
readily and effectually defended against an enemy,

A QUESTION FOR THE NAVAL AUTHORITIES

When we remember that Russia’s great naval
base at Port Arthur is only eighty-five miles away,
it will be clear that Wei-hai-Wei will be too much
at her mercy if left in its present condition. The
question facing the naval authorities at home is
whether they are prepared to spend the money
necessary to make it into an impregnable firgt-class
naval base, or leave the object for which they took
it unattained. Any expenditure that did not accom-
plish this would be merely money wasted.

On the island and the neighbouring shores of
the mainland there are a number of forts, from.
which the Japanese removed all the guns when
- they eyacuated the place. Though we have been in
possession of Wei-hai-Wei for the last fifteen months
(1899), not a single gun has been mounted; and,
indeed, none of the other works which are required,
if it is to be made even a secondary naval base,
have yet been commenced. No attempt has been
made to repair the substantial iron pier, half of
* which is in excellent order, and the columns of the
remaining half all in position, waiting only for
the upper part to be fixed to make a necessary and
serviceable landing-stage. Were this done, steamers
‘ ¥ 2
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« CHINESE TROORS

- The only practical step of a defensive character

. that seems to have been taken has been the enrol-
| ment by Colonel Bower of 300 Chinese soldiers, who
' are rapidly being trained into smart, well-drilled

i troops.  [T'hey are quartered on the mainland, about

four miles across the bay. I went over to see Colonel

- Bower, and was taken round the barracks. The

men were wustered, so that T might take some
snapshots with my kodak, in order to show my
friends at home. These soldiers are paid eight
| dollars (Mexican) a month, in addition to rations.
. At the end of the month, when they received
. their money in full, without anything being de-
ducted by the paymaster for what is known in
. China as ‘squeeze,’ they were greatly astonished,
. As the news of this unusual treatment spread, the
number of recruits applying multiplied.
~ Commissioner Gaunt very kindly placed his
steam launch at my disposal, and I was able to get
about the bay, and see everything. '
i I visited also the walled-in Chinese town of
 Wei-hai-Wei, which is on the mainland, and has
about 5,000 inhabitants. = The houses are of stone
with excellent tiled roofs.
There are hot sulphur springs of a temperal,ure

of ahout eighty deg., with baths kept in excellent
‘order. ‘
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THE ENGLISH SPHERE

The English ‘sphere’ is ten miles inland from
the shores of the harbour, and & great mistake has
been made in leaving this Chinese town-—in omr
sphere—under Chinese jurisdiction. A short time
ago Chinese soldiers pursued a Chinaman throngh
British territory and killed him in the sea. It was
alleged that he was a deserter. All atterpts: to
gecure the arvest of the officer who was at the head
of these Chinese soldiers have failed by reason of the =
weakness of the British Representative at Pekin,
who wishes to accept the excuses of the Y&men,
and to let the matter drop.

This increases enormously the difficulties of the
Comumissioner, who is expected to keep ordar and
to protect life and property in our Wei-hai-Wei
territory—an area of 800 square miles and con-
taining a population of nearly 300,000 souls, with a
force of ten Chinese policemen under an English
superintendent,

- Included in what is leased to us is Shi-tao Bay,
with splendid fisheries, also quarries from which any
quantity of excellent red granite can be obtained.

In addition to the territory thus acquired we it
enjoy the right of moving troops up to 121 deg.
40 min. longitude, and of erecting barracks and =
hospitals. ; %}

The Wei-hai-Wei harbour covers about 20 squa,re
miles—it varies in width from 4 to 44 miles. The
deep—water portlon, 6 to 10 fathoms, is, however,

-




ly about 700 square yards. A dredger is at work
_increasing the deep~water area, and as the mud is

very soft it is not anticipated that there will be any

CHINA AND THE PRESENT CRISIS

gerious difficulty in accomplishing this. A deep-
water dock could be easily made at a moderate cost.

HOSPITALITY AFLOAT

T went on ‘board H.M.s first-class cruiser
¢ Auroya,’ to'pay my respects to Post-Captain Bailey.
I also called on Lieutenant Cowper, commanding

. H.M.’s gunboat ¢ Plover,” and he very kindly agreed

that I might go back with him in the ¢ Plovér’ to
Chefoo the next day.

Captain Gaunt invited the captain of the Italian
man-of-war which was then at Wei-hai-Wei, also

_ the British naval and military officers, to meet me at
 tiffin, and in the evening we 21l went to dine with

Pogt-Captain Bailey on board the ¢ Aurora.” Captain
Bailey is a fine specimen of a breezy, hearty British
sailor. He reminded me of Tiord Charles Beresford.
His hospitality was of the most generous deseription,

~and, when we had in addition an excellent band of

musie on a deck closed in all round with gay flags
of all nations, and brilliantly lighted with electric
light, one felt that even right away in the Far East
one had not got beyond the bounds of civilisation ox
of pleasant social life.

Before dinper Captain Gaunt and 1 mounted
ponies, and had an hour’s scamper round the island,
in the course of which we saw the shooting ranges,

~which are of the most complete description.
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. ;mentatlons, followed by a small procession of
women with white garments over their heads. I
thought that they were mourners who were sorrow-
ing for the loss of some loved one, and was surprised
to learn that they were really mourning aloud for
ancestors, some of whom had died 100 or even 200
years ago. ‘

The Commissioner had bought up a number of
graves, and this was the ceremonial attending the
removal of their departed ancestors to a new resting- .
place. The worship of their ancestors seems fto
have the strongest hold upon the Chinese and forms
the salient feature in their religion.

At 6.30 A.M. the next morning I was on the top of
Centurion Hill—500 feet high, which is the highest
point in the island—and had a glorious view of the
whole harbour and of the British zone on the main-
land, which contains some fine hills, rising up to
an altitude of 1,500 feet, with rich valleys in-
tervening.

RAILWAY COMMUNICATION

Myr. Balfour, unasked by Germany, telegra.phed §
the Gterman Government when we took Wei-hai<Wei !
that we had no intention of connecting this place
by railway with the province of Shantung. 1
characterised this as a fatuous act, whereupon Mr.
Balfour retorted that the construction of a railway
from ‘Wei-hai-Wei into the interior of Shantung was
a physical impossibility. I wished the other day

i
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sl o1 at Wei-hai-Wei that I had had Mr B&l ; L

vith me and been able to show him that a railway
could be made to connect Wei-hai-Wei with Chetoo,
a distance of gixty miles, without having to surmount
 any rising ground of an elevation of more than
100 feet. 'The fact is, that the Britishers out here
‘are perfectly prepared to find the money to build a
light railway at once, but the pledge that Mr. Balfour

. gave to Germany prevents it

The harbour at Chefoo is very exposed, and often
ships can neither load nor unload for days together,
whereas, on the other hand, the splendidly sheltered
~anchorage of the great Wei-hai-Wei harbour would
allow work to proceed even in the roughest weather.

POSSIBILITIES OF TRADE

The Province of Shantung is well populated. In

. addition to the traffic that would be diverted from
Chefoo to Wei-hai-Wei, there isroom for an enormous
development of trade with the interior of the province,
and at least two other railways could be built into
the interior in other directions to tap this trade
without encountering serious engineering difficulties.
‘Were it not for the bungling of Her Majesty’s
Government, Wei-hai-Wei might have become an
1mportant commercial port, and the revenues thus
derived would have justified all necessary expendi-

. ture, requisite both from a commercial and a naval
_ standpoint.  The statement of Her Majesty's
Goversment that Wei-hai-Wei could not be made a

- commercial port is quite contrary to the fact, and it



; GSED ANGLC)«GERMAN ARRANGEMEN@L
o8lY shows the loss and dm&dva’nmge of having our ’

"~ vast commercial interests in the ‘hands of so neglect-
ful u Government, ;

TRANSFER OF WEI-HAI-WEI T0 GERMANY

. Having debarred ourselves from making Wei-hai-
Wei into a commercial port, Tam still of the opinion,
which I expressed in the House of Commons, that
the sooner we hand it over to the Germansg the
better, and allow them to construct a railway to
connect it with Chefoo.

Of course, we should in making this arrangement
obtain a definite and binding undertaking from the
Grerman Government that British trade should enjoy
equal rights and privileges with German trade
thronghout their sphere of influence in China. As
a further condition of our handing over Wei-hai-Wei
to them, it would be necessaryto have an acknowledg-
ment of similar preferential rights and privileges in
our favour in the Yang-tsze basin to those they
enjoy in Bhantung, and an understanding that we
should have their support in taking a suitable second
naval base at or near the mouth of the Yang-tsze
River in place of Wei-hai-Wei.

Captain Gaunt went on board H.M.S. ¢ Plover’
to see me off, and Captain Bailey also came to
say ¢good-bye” The weather was perfect, and
we had a most delightful passage back to Chefoo.
The ‘ Plover’ was bringing up the mail to Chefoo
for despatch to Tingland. When on duty of this sort
she only steams eight knots an hour, with an ex-
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gsiture of coal of about one ton for every t wLyJ
miles steamed in moderate or fine weather, They
- use Welsh coal on the ¢ Plover ' and our other ships of
war, and English north country coal for the dredger
in 'Wei-hai-Wei harbour.

The brass fittings on board the ‘Plover’ were
like @ looking-glass; the guns and everything on
board were spotless. Captain Cowper was very kind
in explaining the mechanism of the guns, and in
giving me other interesting information.

We anchored off Chefoo about 5 p.m., and the
captain sent me ashore in hig gig, afterwards joining
me at dinner at the British Consul’s.

I am now waiting for a chance to get to Port
Arthur.  There are rumours of plague, typhoid, and
dysentery raging in the place, and the steamer that
goes there every other day has been stopped by the
Russian Government for some reason of their own.
It therefore remains to be seen whether I shall not
be prevented paying my intended visit to the place
which, of all others, has been the most heard of in
connection with recent events in the Far East.



CHAPTER V

A VISIT TO PORT ARTHUR

1 was not disappointed of my visit to the key of the
gituation in North China, viz. Port Arthur.  After
@ delay of two days T got a passage on one of the
China Merchant Co.’s steamers, the ¢ Kwangchi,’ of
about 400 tons. The vessel had no cargo on board,
and we had & terrible pitching on the passage over
the eighty-five miles of the Gulf of Pechili, which
stretches from Chefoo to Port Arthur. The journey
-ocoupied ten hours instead of eight, in consequence
of the bad weather.

SEIZURE BY RUSSIA

It will be remembered that until this gréat
fortress was seized by Russia in 1898, we had,
under treaty with China, the right to send our ships
of war there whenever we desired to do 8o, and to
enjoy equal rights and privileges with the Russians,
At the close of the Chino-Japanese War, Russia, =
France, and Germany compelled Japan to cvacuate

. Port Arthur, which she had captured. Russia’s
. objection was that if allowed to remain there Japan
would be a constant menace o the Government at
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e m, a,nd yet Wxthm two years she sexzed :
~—Arthur herself. At the time when Russia took
. possession (March 1898) she had only eleven

 fighting ships on this coast, whilst we had a mag-

' nificent force of twenty-four lying in the Gulf of
Pechili, close to Port Arthur, as every one supposed
for the purpose of upholding British rights. I have
it on the highest authority that had England then
expressed a firm determination to maintain her rights
equally with Russia in Port Arthur, that nation
would have withdrawn her ships without firing a
ghot. Nothing astonished the Russians so much as
the withdrawal of our ships from Port Arthur in
response to their protest, and that they should have
been allowed by us to enter into possession of the
prize of the Far East, in a naval and military sense
without opposition. What our Government should
have done was to have kept our ships of war at Port
Arthur in accordance with our treaty rights, and
opened up friendly negotiations with Russia with the
view of coming to & fair and equitable understanding
in regard to the whole situation in China.

PORT ARTHUR

The coast to the right and left of the entrance to
Port Arthur is a series of cliffs and bold hills up to
about 400 feet high. On the summit of each hill is
. a strong fort, armed with heavy guns. There is
only one entrance, which is not more than 300 yards
wide, with a deep-water channel of about 200 yards.
On the right, the Gold Mountain rises almost per-
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e fulsxrly 400 feet, and is surmounted by an
enormous fort. The bluff on the western side of
‘the entrance is also covered by formidable batteries.
Ingide the bay, facing the entrance, there is a =
further powertul battery, with six heavy disappear-
| ing guns.

On anchoring, we were boarded by Russian
officials, who declined to allow any Xuropean
passengers to disembark, on the ground that the
medical officer at Chefoo had omitted to enter them
in the ship’s papers. I thereupon produced my
letter of introduction from Mons. de Giers to the
Governor of Port Arthur, and stated that I had
come for the purpose of visiting him, and wished to
pay my respects to His Ixcellency without delay.
Thig worked like magic. The medical officer re~
turned on shore instantly to report, and within a
very few minutes the harbour master arrived in a
beautiful steam launch, which the Admiral had
placed at my disposal during my visit to Port
Arthur.  He said, as far as I was concerned, &
mistake had been made, and was full of apologies
for the slight detention which had taken place.
The other Huropean passengers, however, were pre-
vented disembarking f[or some considerable time.

: On landing I went direct to the residence of
Geeneral Soubotiteh, the governor, who spoke English
perfectly. He gave me a courteous welcome to
Port Arthur, remarking that he bad been advised
of my intended visit by Mons. de Giers; also, that =
the Russian Consul at Chefoo had wired him that T
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bud left for Port Arthur. He promised every fa L
““for seeing Port Arthur and the neighbourhood.
Within an hour he returned my call on board,
accompanied by his aide-de-camp, Lieut. Peresvett
Sultan, who was to show me round the place.

WEST PORT LAGOON

We first visited, by steam launch, a large lagoon
known as the West Port, which is separated from
the deep-water portion of Port Arthur by a very
narrow sandbank. This lagoon has & narrow
channel, with 2} to 5 fathoms of water, and a large
area from } to § fathom deep. It can be cheaply
dredged, and has no current to cause it to silt up.

A deep-water area of one square mile can thus be
made. It is surrounded by fine hills. At the south
end of this there is a low-lying stretch of country
about 1% miles across leading through to the sea, &
mile to the west of the present entrance into Port
Arthur. It is contemplated ultimately to cut a
channel to the sea through this, in order to have an
independent entrance into the commercial part of
theport. The weather was perfect —bright sunshine,
and cool fresh breezes. The contrast between the

. new Russian launch—in which we rapidly proceeded

' from one point to another—and the old out-of-date
launch of the British Commissioner at Wei-hai-Wei
was most marked.

It is decided by the Government of St. Peters-
burg that the commercial port in connection with
Port Arthur shall be situated on the north shore
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e-West Port lagoon —n site in close proxim
2t e terminus of the branch line which 'is already
constructed to connect Port Arthur with the Russian-
Manchurian Railway, which has its principal termi-
nus at the Port of Talienwan. gt

By this, however, it is not intended that it shall
be an open port or a treaty port, but only a port
through which commerce needed in connection with
the Russian naval and military forces at Port
Arthur shall be carried on under Russian control.

Wa next took a carriage, which was awaiting us,
and drove round the town and its vicinity. New
buildings are being erected everywhere, including
extensive barracks and officers’ quarters,

Behind Port Arthur the country is also hilly, and
every hilltop is bristling with fortifications, guns
being mounted in all directions.

The deep water inside the entrance is limited in
extent, one basin being 200 x 400 yards with a depth of
93 to 84 fathoms, and a second basin 100 x 200 with 54
to 64 fathoms. In addition to this.there is a basin
known as Hast Port, which has been artificially
constructed, with « depth of about six fathoms, and'
18 capable of holding several ships of war. It is in
connection with this that the Chinese built the
valuable dry dock which came into the hands of the
Russians when they took the place. They have
largely increased its size and have extensive repairing
and machine shops adjacent to it. Close by the Hast
Port basin is a sheet of shallow fresh water, which
can be easily converted into an additional dock.

@L ’
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 stoerEp OUTSIDE THE RUSSIAN Fofws i
'We left the carriage at the base of the Gdld _

. Mountain and climbed it by a winding road up

which there runs a tramway used to convey water
and supplies to the fort. We proceeded without
interruption until we had passed two or three guns,
when we were challenged by a sentry. Lieut. Bultan
suddenly discovered that he had forgotten his pass,
 and was very sotry that we should, therefore, not be
~able to proceed further. How far this omission was
intentional or otherwise I won't express an opinion,
However, the result was that I did not manage to
get inside their fortifications.
~ There had been rumours of the seizure of Mas-
sampo on the Korean coast by Russia; that this
had been followed by the mobilisation of the
Japanese forces, and that war was imminent
between Japan and Russia. I saw, however, no
gign of any activity at Port Arthur which would
indicate that these rumours were true, Inoticed also
that their stocks of coal were exceedingly low. The
‘place was, however, full of soldiers and sailors. Russia
has 40,000 troops at Talienwan and Port Arthur.
Mr. A. Bostelman, manager of the. Chinese
Eastern Railway Company’s Marine Department,
galled upon me. He informed me that the railway
between Port Arthur and Talienwan, also up north
as far a8 Mukden—some 300 miles in all—will be
open in two months. The permanent bridges, how-
ever, will not be completed for some time. He
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e tllm,,t in connection with his steamer depart-
nt he has at present no fewer than seven ships
under construction in England. ,

I was sorry to find that the trade at Port Arthur
1s practically all done by Americans and (termans,
and that the British have hardly had a look in so far.

In the evening I dined with General Soubotitch,
His wife and Lieutenant Sultsn joined us at dinner.
We had a most interesting conversation-—the
General expressed liberal and enlightened views,
He said that he must admit that England’s policy
had largely failed in China recently. e recogiﬁzses
that the French have lost ground both as regards
influence and the respect felt towards them by other
nations over the Dreyfus case, and otherwise during
the last two or three years. General Soubotitch
stated he was very desirous that I should remain
two more days at Port Arthur, promising that Le
would give me a special permit to visit any of the
forts which I might desire to see, and also would
make special arrangements to have me conveyed by
steam launch to Talienwan, where I would be
shown everything. I much regretted that the
uncertainty of finding a steamer to get me down to
Shanghai in time to join Mr. Archibald Little in our
intended trip up the Yang-tsze prevented my
accepting this offer.

HUSSIAN DESIGNS AND BRITISH INACTION

During the day that I had spent there I had ob-
tained & good ides of the town and harbour'and ot
G
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tisi/conntry in olose proximity to Port Arthui3
ad also seen quite sufficient of the fortifications to
ghow me conclusively that the Russians have already
made the place practicaily impregnable, and are now
" in a position to defend it against all comers. It
would be interesting to visit their forts, but not
being & military man, my opinion in regard to the
construetion of their fortifications and the character
of the guns would have been practically valueless.
Amongst the drawbacks of Port Arthur is the
absence of good water. They have water, but it 1is
of '8 very indifferent quality, and insufficient in
quantity, and, as at Wei-hai-Wei, the bulk of the
water they use is condensed. The country at and
around Port Arthar is also destitute of trees, and i8
very barren in appearance.
The Chinese town wasin a filthy condition—it is
1o wonder that disease is rife. Our steamer had
expected to bring back many Chinese coolies anxious
to get away from Russian employment, but none
turned up. It was believed that this was due to
~ the Russians preventing their leaving. They are
worked in gangs under Russian soldiers, and I
am afraid are often subjected to brutal treatment.
1 did not see any evidence of this myself, but I
am assured by those who are in a position o know .
that the poor Chinese find the Russians very hard
taskmasters, and that their labour cannot altogether
be considered free. :
General Soubotitch undertook to get and send
me some photographs of Port Arthur and Talienwan.
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except the ba.y Tt has an entrance abouf five miles
wide, and the inside ares of the bay opposite this
entrance is about six miles square, with water 54 to
8 fathoms in depth. It is open and exposed to the
south only. Inside, however, and sheltered by &
promontory, is another bay known as Victoria Bay,
in which there is a depth of water of from 4 to 44
fathoms over an area of two square miles.  This it
ig proposed shall be the commercial port.

The convietion forced upon me by what I saw at
Port Arthur and Newchwang is that Russia has a
settled determination not only to remain at Port
Arthur but ultimately to annex at least the Noxth of
China. On the other hand, the impression created
on my mind at Wei-hai-Wei was that our occupation
could hardly be regarded as serious, and might be
ended any day. Unfortunately, our withdrawal
would be regarded as further evidence of our wealk-
ness, and would be another blow to our already
shattered prestige in this part of the world, be-
cause when we occupied it we made the stupid and
undiplomatic declaration that we intended to remain
at Wei-hai-Wei as long as Russia remained at Port
Arthur., If the Government did not mean business
they should have left Wei-hai-Wei alone altogether,
and I bave always held that they ought to have
occupied a place at or mear the mouth of the Yang-
tsze River, where our ftrade interests are so pre-
dominant, instead of taking Wei-hai-Wei.

L
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CHAPTER VI

AMERICAN AND JAPANESE TRADE COMPETI TION

Monday, August 11.--T arrived at Chefoo from
Port Arthur at 7 Am. There was no steamer going
to Kino-Chau. I went to an afternoon picnic on a
hill about four miles out of Chefoo, known as the
‘Pinnacle,” 1,311 feet high. We were carried in
chairs to the foot of the hill, which we climbed.
The view was most extensive, embracing not only
Chefoo Harbour, and the rich plains studded with
* populous villages stretching right into the interior
behind Chefoo, but also similar plains as far as the
eye could reach in the direction of Wei-hai-Wei, over
which Mr. Balfour’s ¢ physically impossible’ railway
could readily be made. On the way I saw a
multitude of threshing floors made of mud which had
dried as hard as cement. On these, piles of the ears
‘of the millet (kaoliang) were being beaten with flails.
They were also winnowing the grain by throwing
shovelfuls high in the air so that the wind might
blow away the chaff and the corn be left in a heap

behind.
' I slept at the family hotel right on the edge of

‘ ~ the sea, one and a half miles over the beaeh from




CHINA INLAND MISSION

In the mormng, lookmg out upon the
i ndld bulldmgs of the China Inland Mission, with
& large vmeya,rd capping the summit of a hill, it was

 difficult to imagine that I was in China.

CHINA INLAND MISSION

I visited the China Inland Mission schools next
morning and found both boys and girls hard at work
—they begin lessons at 7 am. There is a high
school both for boys and girls, also a preparatory
school with a total of nearly 200 scholars. The
children of missionaries are educated free, and the
schools are also open to the children of Ruropean
residents in China on payment of reasonable fees.

'The majority of the children remain at school during

the holidays, as this is one of the healthiest places
in China, and the distance that they would have to
travel home makes it impossible for them to be with
their parents during the vacations. They have two
sanatoriums on the Compound for sick missionaries.
The China Inland Mission has nearly 800
wissionaries at work in China, and on the whole they
consider they are doing successful work. They have
over 200 stations, but are more largely engaged in
travelling about in the interior of China doing
evangelistic work. This Mission, in contradistine-
tion to all others, is inter-denominational and inter.
national, which appears to me to be a great advan-
tage. The Mission includes men of different
denominations. Amongst them are members of the W
Church of England, Baptists, Wesleyans, and Presby-
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a;ns.;u‘ They aim at %e&ching simply the ‘broad‘i# '

Y Stinciples of Christianity, and those Who Work in

connection with the Mission sign their acquiescence
in a few main points in the matter of creed, to which

(all members of Evangelical churches can readily
assent. Churchmen are, however, appointed to work
in one particular district and the Baptists in another,
and if they leave their station they are Hfollowed, if
possible, by a man of the same religious denominas-

tion. This great work was, as is well known,
founded by the Rev. Hudson Taylor. Many men
of wealth have devoted both their lives and their
money to this Mission.

. TRADE OF CHEFOO

The ‘total value of the trade of Chefoo in 1897
wos over three million pounds sterling, and out of
25,885,301 total tonnage of shipping entered and
. cleared in the same year, 13,027,559 was British.

1 am sorry to say that British trade in North
China, is deelining, and American and Japanese trade
18 increasing by leaps and bounds. Hight-elevenths
of the trade of Chefoo is done by the United States
of America and Japan, and only three-elevenths by
Eingland and the rest of the world, Manchester can
no longer compete with the United States of
America in the importation of drills, jeans, and
shoetings, owing to the low prices at which the
latter country can land this class of goods in China.
Freights from New York are lower than from Liver-

| pool, and the goods pass through fewer hands in
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G Prices are a,lso influenced bv the fac

at while American manufacturers are using every
offort to secure the market here, Manchester has
more orders at present than can be immediately

executed, and the large demand from India keeps

the mills fully occupied.

America does not yet compete with Great Bntmn
in finer makes.

In regard to tin plates, on which the Americans
put a heavy protective duty against their admission
into America, and thus succeeded in establishing

works to provide for their own requirements, I find

that they have been able also to increase their
exports of tin plates from 4,188,000 pounds in 1896
to 14,934,133 pounds in 1898. These are notes of
warning to English manufacturers which ought not
to be ignored, as they show that unless our works

are absolutely up to date, we shall be left behind in

‘the race. The fact that in 1895 Great Britain gold
five times as much as America, while in 1898 she
gsold only twice as much, shows how rapidly our
kinsmen across the Atlantic are invading a market
in which we previously enjoyed supremacy. One
reason why America is able to wrest our trade
from wus is the superiority of their Bureau of
Foreign Commerce. They issue daily, monthly,
and yearly consular reports containing full infor-

- mation as to openings for trade and the classes
of goods required all over the world. These

reports are printed within a few days after being

received, and supplied to all applicants free; whilst
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] 'gla,nd months are often allowed to pa.ss belore

& report is issued, and then it is only to be had
by paying for it. Their consul at Chefoo, where
they haye made such rapid strides, devotes himself
mormng, noon, and night to promoting the exten-
sion of American trade with his district.. On the
other hand, too many of the British consuls seem to
consider it no part of their business to assist British
traders,

MY CHINESE SECRETARY

Mr. Bourne, our acting consul at Shanghai, sent
me up a Chinaman who had been educated at King’s
College, London, and graduated at an American
 university, to act as secretary and interpreter during
my North China trip. He was instructed to meet
me on arrival of the Korean steamer at Chefoo ; but,
”though be reached the place the day before, and
! reported himself to Messrs. Butterfield & Swire,
‘he was neither seen nor heard of again up to the
time of my departure for Ne uvchwang On my return
to Chefoo he was sent for, and in explanation of his
failure to meet me as instructed, he said that he -
thought a gentleman would not care to be called
upon by his private secretary until after tiffin, and
 that he had assumed that I would stay at least a
day or two in Chefoo. 1 also found that this
grandee had his servant travelling with him—at my
expenge. On arrival at Tientsin, when I told him
to look after the transportation of my baggage to the
hot‘.el he rcphed that he had himself to settle at his
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7 and that he had not nnderstood that ‘

“Had boen engaged to do servant’s work. FHe was,
therefore, much too grand a gentleman for my
purpose, and as I found that high political per-
sonages, such as Prince Ching and Li-Hung-Chang,
object to the employment of an unknown interpreter
in interviews, I decided to send him ‘back to
Shanghai. He was unable to write shorthand, and:
was, therefore, useless to me for secretarial work.
1 hope he is not a fair example of a Europeanised
Chinaman. He spoke English admirably, but his
conceit and vanity were unbounded.

STRANDED AT CHEFOO

I found that the first steamer leaving Chefoo for
Shanghai which would call at Kiao-Chau would not
leave for four days, a delay T could ill afford.

1 telegraphed to Messrs. Jardine, Matheson, & Co.,
of Shanghai, asking that their steamer, the Lien
Shing,’ which was leaving that day direct for
‘shzmgha] might call at Kiao-Chau for four hours,
in order that I might see Germany’s latest acquisi-
tion, Mhey most kindly consented, and T left at
4 pym. bound for Kiao-Chau. The British consul,
Dr. Molyneux, and Mr. Donelly came on board to
gee me off.

VISIT TO KIAO-OHAU ;

My visit to Kiao-Chau was made on Septeruber 4
under the most favourable circumstances. This
place is on the east coast of the great Province of
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Bl tung, containing a poptla,tlon of 37 milliohs;”

T Tand wal seized by the Grermans in 1897, as repa.ra.—
tion for the murder of two German missionaries. ;
They are making it the base of operations designed to
extend their influence throughout Shantung, and
~ possibly far beyond.

About 17 miles off we passed right under the

. splendid  ragged-edged mountain Iioshar, which
looked grand as it rose almost sheer out of the
sen 3,530 feet above the water. This mountsin is
included in territory leased by Germany, and,
German-like, they have already a mountain hotel

~ near the gummit as a sanatorium.

. Eleven miles to the west of Kiso-Chau is another

fine mountain, Tamoshan, 2,249 feet, and all round

ave rugged hills forming the background of low,
undulating, well-cultivated land.

: The entrance to the magnificent Bay, which
covers 140 square miles at high water, is only
1% miles across. On the left is Cape Hvelyn, 516
feet high, whilst on the right is a low-lying pro-
montory.

Chin-tau, the present port, is outmde this en-
trance, and exposed to easterly gales. The Germans
intend to transfer the port to the opposite side
of the promontory—that is, inside the large
bay ; and they are already busily engaged in con=
gtructing two breakwaters at a cost of 250,0004, so

88 to have a large area of deep water in which -
vessels may anchor without being exposed to gales

* which may sweep across the inland bay.
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it otha,u, does not appea.r to have ascertamed
what the Germans really intended to do, as he
spea.ks\of its being necessary that a breakwater
should be constructed to protect shipping from
easterly gales, ewdently assuming that the port
would remain where it is at present. '

Kiso-Chau Bay is one of the best—sheltered;
harbours on the east coast of China, and has ex-
tensive, perfectly land-locked deep-waber anchorage
independent of the new port which is being made.
The general appearance of the country around is
barren, and there is scarcely a tree to be seen;
but the Germans have a special forestry department
actively engaged in ascertaining the kind of trees
which will grow the best, and in planting large
areas.

Substantial stone buildings are being rapidly
erected, and there is already a large first-class
hotel.

On anchoring some distance from the shore, we
soon saw & steam launch rapidly ploughing her way
across the bay towards us. It was the launch of
his Bxcellency Captain Jaeschke, the Governor .of
the port, and had on board his aide-de-camyp, Baron
Liliencron, who is & capta,m in the German Army.
He had come to receive me on behalf ofithe
Governor, and we immediately proceeded to Govern-
ment House, where I found they had delayed tiffin
an’ hotur for my benefit. The Governor had been
advised by Baron von Ketteler, the German Minister
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ﬂl’ekin, and also by the German Consul &
Chefoo, of my intended visit. He expressed
 himself specially . pleased to welcome me ag’
s member of the British House of Commons,
‘adding that T was the first who had thus honoured
him with a visit, and that even no member of the
German Parliament had yet been to Kiao-Chau.
He was strongly of opinion that it would be of
the greatest possible advantage if they would
. come and see for themselves the possibilities of the
- Par Bast.
Aceompanied by the Governor’s aide-de-camp
and Dr. Schrameier, the Civil Commissioner, I
started on horseback to explore the whole district.
We first of all ascended Bismarckberg, 450 feet,
from which we had a perfect view, including the
large bay, the sea coast stretching away east and
west, and the country in the background. In the
course of our three hours’ ride we saw practically
. everything, 'We visited the new harbour works and
‘the construction works in connection with the rail-
way which the Grermans are building to Tsinan, in
the province of Shantung, a place about 300 miles
inland from Kiao-Chau. This railway, they antici-
pate, will be completed in 24 years. It will be con-
nected at Tsinan with the railway which is to be
built from Tientsin to Chinkiang jointly by the
Grermans and British, The Chinese workmen
simply swarined like bees on both harbour and rail-
way works. The Germans are employing fully 5,000,
. and, gonfrary to the experience of the Russians, their
k!
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Kio/ lies in il g ot a.pphcatwns for
' which they have to refuse. There are 1,400

German soldiers at Kiao-Chau, and, following our
example at Wei-hai-Wei, they intend to enrol
Chinese sgoldiers, starting with 120 men. ,

At Port Arthur the Russians have built their
forts and mounted guns before they have wmade the
place. The Germans, however, say that they are
going to create the town of Kiao-Chau first, and will
then construct its defences. They have a few guns
mounted.

TRADE OF KIAO-CHAU

Both the Governor and the Civil Commissioner
strongly desired that I should make it known at
home that Kiao-Chau will be open to British trade
on precisely the same terms and conditions as to
CGrerman, and just in the same way as British posses-
sions are equally open to German and British
traders.

Liord Charles Beresford anticipated that the
regulations as to land would hinder the development
of Kigo-Chau. I made careful inquiries as to this, 4
and take an opposite view. The regulations
adopted by the Germans might with great
advantage be put in force at places in our own
Empire where new towns are being created. They
‘are designed to prevent land speculators buying up
huge blocks of land and artificially running up
prices. The CGovernment own the land, and are
prepared to sell it at a very reasonable price to bond-
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L ,purcha:sem In ovder to securea ‘reagonable.

‘share in the increase in value which may take place.
| through works of public utility carried out at the cost

. of the State, the Government will claim one-third of
. the profit that may be made in any resale of land,

excluding, however, any buildings that may be on
the land. In order to safeguard themselves against
‘frand, they reserve the right to take over any piece
of land when the purchaser comes to register it—at
the price stipulated in the contract. Six per cent. is
. charged on the assessed value of the land as a land
tax, and it is to be reassessed every 25 years. The
regulations, it will be seen, are the practical embodi-
ment, to some extent, of the just principle of the taxa-
tion of ground values which many of us consider
should be put in force at home.

Captain Jaeschke invited me to dine with him, but
having only asked permission to detain the steamer
four honrs, I was unable to have that pleasure. The
Oivil Commissioner and Baron Iiliencron came on
boaxd to see me off, and the Governor also came out
to the steamer to say ¢ Good-bye.’ 1 had had a
most satisfactory visit, and can heartily congratulate
' the Germans on the qualities of courage, energy, and
enterprise which they are displaying in the great
Empire of China. They show that they appreciate
the enormous possibilities which China offers for the
development of trade, and put to shame our Govern-
ment, who are still pursuing & policy of drift and are
failing to take adequate measures o maintain or
advance British commercial interests. :
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We had a pleasant passage of about forty houm i
~ from Kiao-Chau to Shanghai, We entered the
Whangpoo River at the Woosung Forts, about / welve
‘miles from Shanghai. These forts were at that time
dismantled. To go up the Yangtsze it is necessary
to return to Woosung, and then take the channel
northwards which leads into the Yangtsze. The
channel southwards is taken when bound for Hong
Kong. There are on both sides of the river abso-
lutely flat fertile plains, on which two or even three
crops a year are grown. The country is fairly well
timbered, and the trees looked quite fresh and green.

SHANGHAT

On the right-hand side of the river are sitnated
the settlements originally obtained by America and
England which they agreed to convert into an
international settlement. The area of this, with the
addition recently made, is about five miles by three.

On the Bund facing the river the hongs and other
buildings are almost palatial: avenues of trees add
much to the attractive appearance of the city on its
river front. :

The French have their extensive settleraent
beyond the international settlement. In this they
claim absolute jurisdiction, though they enjoy an
equal right to utilise the international settlement
with other nations. They are seeking to obtain a
further concession. The report that this attempt on
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i part had been defeated by the joint acti :
: Qmerlca, and England is not correct. They are still

pressing their demand, though only seventeen :
Frenchmen live in their present settlement. I

CHINA AND. Ere PRESENT cmsm@“f

On the left bank of the river as we came up we .

passed 1ore than one shipbuilding yard with dry
docks and repairing shops, also several petroleum
godowns. On the right bank were cotton a,nd
other factories, also godowns and wharves.

As we drew near ‘to Shanghai the river was fnll
of shipping, which, together with the works, mills,
and buildings lining both banks, conveyed to one
some idea of the immense business carried on in
the city which is known as the capital of the Far
Hast, ‘

I noticed in the river an Italian cruiser, an
Fnglish and a Japanese gunboaf, also a beautiful
Chinese Customs revenue cruiser.

On arriving at the wharf Mr. Morris, from
Messrs, Jardine, Matheson, & Co., boarded the
steamer and handed me an invitation to put up at
their hong. In the course of the day I called upon
Mr. Archibald Little, who had arrived the day
before, in order to discuss with him the necessary
arrangements in connection with our projected expe-
dition 1,600 miles up the Yangtsze River to Chung
King. I then went to the British Consulate and
saw Mr. F. 8. Bourne, the acting® Consul here,
who promised me all the assistance in his power .
to facilitate my journey., In the evening Mr.
Inglis drove me round the best residential parts of
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sghai andjout to the Conntry Club, a fine buildd L

ng-With extensive grounds attached, in which there
are fifteen lawn tennis courts. The Club grounds
are well timbered and kept in excellent order. The
membership of the Club includes ladies as well as
men, and it is s pleasant centre of Shanghai soeial
life.

. 'The large number of handsome residences which
We saw gave evidence of the great commercial pro-
sperity of Shanghai, and would be an eye-opener to
those at home who have but a faint idea of the im-
portance of the Far Hast.

BARNSLEY BOBBINS

Practically all the Chinese cotton mills use
Barnsley bobbins, over 12,000 gross having been
ordered this year.

Owing to failure of the cotton crop last year
the cotton mills have been running half-time only,
or the orders would have been larger. The Huaro-
pean mills buy their bobbins in Liondon, and they
possibly have some portion of their requirements
suppliad from Barnsley. ‘

THE INLAND WATERWAYS OF CHINA

On Monday, September 18, I left with three
Shanghai gentlemen in two Euxopean houseboats,
towed by a steam launch, on an expedition through
the inland waterways south of Shanghai, We
started in a downpour of rain which never ceased
for thirty-six hours, but we were quite watertight and

H




“with cooks and servants on board as on shore,

. The first part of our route lay up the Whang-poo
River, and then along the Grand Canal for some
‘distance. The Grand Canal is one of the most
wonderful works in China. It runs 650 miles from
Pekin to Hang Chow, and was constructed between
the seventh and tenth centuries. It is a tribute to
the possession of courage, enterprise, and perseverance
by the Chinese of those days. It has been of incal-
culable value in enabling the trade of the richest por-
tion of China to be carried on by the cheapest mode

of transit next to railways.

CHINESE BRIDGES

The Grand Canal and the other creeks up which
we steamed were crossed by a succession of handsome
‘stone  bridges—solid, well-built structures, doing
credit to both workmen and engineers. The heavy
raing had made the waber rise considerably in the
creeks, and it soon became doubtful whether our
eraft could pass under the bridges. ~Over and over
again we just soraped through, ‘even after taking
down the deck houses. It was quite exciting work,
and we all had a turn at it. We reaped our reward
when dinner time came and good digestion waited
on appetite. At last we were face to face with a
bridge through which the launch would not pass,
80 leaving her behind our men propelled the house-
. boats by means of huge oars, called yulohs, five or
gix men working each of them. We were passing
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4 & densely populated part of Chma. i
people swermed out” to see the ‘foreign devils’ at
every village and town : some stood gazing with
mouths wide open, or, pointing to us, made remarks
not always of the most complimentary character,
but the majority were always ready to acknowledge -
a friendly smile by smiling back. As & rule the
crowds were orderly and treated us with quite as
much, if not with more courtesy and civility than
would often be shown to Chinamen in England,
From a Chinaman’s standpoint, we are both in dress
and appearance the most amusing and ridiculous-
looking specimens of humanity. The whole of the
150 miles down to Hai-ning there were rich alluvial
plains, growing two and even three crops a year. A
large area is covered with mulberry trees which
provide food for the silkworms. Cotton and all _
kinds of cereals, beans, sweet potatoes, and many
other crops are largely grown. The Iluxuriant |
growth greatly added to the scenery, which in many

of the creeks, where trees, huge palm-like reeds, ferns,

and flowering shrubs overhung the water on each side,

wes very beautiful. A weed 1esrmblmg maidenhair

fern covered the surface of the water in many places,

and where this was covered with the purple flowers

ghed from the shrubs above the effect was most
charming, I should have liked to be able fto
transport a few square feet untouched as a dinner-

table decoration. We saw serpents swimming across

the streams, and in many places crowds of buffaloes

were cooling themselves up to the neck in the water.

u2
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CORMORANT FISHING

It was very novel and amusing to see flocks of
trained cormorants being used for fishing. These
birds are like large ducks, except their bills, which
are 80 constructed as to enable them to snatch fish
out of the water with the greatest rapidity and ease.
A string is tied to the foot of each bird and held by
the man in the boat. He thus directs the operations
of perhaps twenty birds at once. They enter the
watber and dive for fish, and when the man in charge
sees & bird has secured one he draws it into the boat
and takes it out of its bill. A ring or cord is tempo-
rarily put round the neck of the cormorant o prevent
him swallowing the fish. At intervals the birds are
taken on board to rest, and they are encouraged in
their work by receiving ample meals of figh.

BIRDS, GAME, AND INSECTS.

We did not see a great variety of birds, but the
lovely kingfisher abounded. There is excellent
sheotin'g in some districts, pheasant, snipe, wild geese,
ducks, swans, woodcock, and teal, also deer and
hares. It is a curious fact that theve are no
rabbits in China. Insect life is far too prolific for
one’s comfort. The mosquitoes came in swarms

~and did vastly more bloodletting for ‘me than I
desired. TLovely fireflies lighted up bush and bank
on every side, whilst the tremendous noise made by
multitudes of frogs, grasshoppers, and other insects
all through the night was perfectly wonderful.
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| UHINESE RIVER LIFR

We had an ingight into Chinese river life.
Millions of families have no house on ghore, but live the
year round, and indeed all their lives, in their boats.
On onr short frip we saw thousands of these floating
homes—if homes they can by any stretch of the
imagination be called. The Chinese oceupants,
however, look well nourished, are well dressed in
their own style, and seem a merry, happy, and con-
tented people. No doubt their life on the water is
much healthier than it would be in insanitary
dwellings on shore,

Amongst other boats are those known ag
despatch boats. They draw only two or three
inches of water, and are propelled at great speed by
a man geated in the stern, who works one oar with
hig feet most cleverly, and at the same time sculls
with hig arms and manages to keep a sun umbrella
aloft over his head.

‘We met also trains of Chinese houseboats, eight
or ten in a line, drawn by powerful steam launches
at a high speed. They have a regular service between
Shanghai and Hang Chow, which affords a comfort-
able and cheap mode of transit.

In the towns through which we passed many
picturesque wooden houses were built on solid stone
foundations riging out of the water, and were pro-
vided with steps at which to land, very much the
same as at Venice. Kashing, Hai-ning, and other
places are enclosed by huge walls with turreted
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Ouxr destination was Hai-ning, a city on the
Tsien-tang River, about fifteen miles from the sea.
From Hang Chow, past Hai-ning, to Woosung, a
distance of 140 miles, there stretches a huge wall
about thirty feet high, built of rocks three to four
feet long, clamped together with iron to keep out the
gea, the country inland being on a lower level.

‘We had come to see what is known as the  Bore’
at full moon when the tide is the highest. The
. estuary of the river is of funnel shape, and as the
swollen river rushes down its comparatively nartow
channel on the ebb tide it dams back and prevents
for a time the inflow of the rising tide. This is
banked up, as it were, until the pent-up wall of solid
water outside becomes irresistible, and surges right
over the top of the river at the rate of fifteen or six-
teen miles an hour. 1t is a masgs of water two miles
across and from 6 feet to 19 feet high. The roar of
it can be heard miles away. Itis a grand and im-
pressive spectacle.

AN EX-MISSIONARY AT THE WHEEL

An ex-missionary volunteered to tow us with his
steam launch back to where we had left ours. We
gped along merrily for a time with the missionary
at the wheel, but we noticed he took the bridges in
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85 faghion, Very soon he dashed through
, bumping our houseboat against the solid stone
buttress so violently that the contents of our dinner
table were strewn over the cabin and & good deal of
glass and crockery was smashed to atoms. Our
houseboat was also considerably damaged. We
resumed the slower but safer yuloh. We reached
our launch before dark, and all night we glided
by lovely moonlight along the most charming
waterways. Harly morning found wus rolling and
tossing on the great Whang-poo River, a strong wind
against the tide causing quite a sea.

of ¥5f

YANGTSZE EXPEDITION

The next day I was hard at work laying in stores
and other requisites for my 1,600 miles expedition
up the great Yangtsze River. I had to buy bedding
and furniture, cutlery, glass, crockery, cooking stove,
pots, and pans, in addition to food; so it was quite
an undertaking.

SILK FILATURE WORKS

I managed to make the time for a visit to the
filature works of Jardine, Matheson, & Co. They buy
silk cocoons up country in May. These ave heated
in ovens to kill the worm inside, and then brought
down to Shanghai. The cocoons are then sorted
according to quality, and after being soaked in
boiling water the silk is unwound by machinery

41,
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from five cocoons at once-—the five almost invisible
threads being woven into one thread in the process.
Giirls overlook this in the most skilful manner——re-
placing one cocoon by another as finished, and tying
the end of the thread to the beginning of the thread
unwound from the fresh cocoon in a very rapid
and ‘clever way. Nothing is wasted—the inferior
parts of the cocoon are used to make common
. qualities of silk. The worms are eaten by the
Chinese or sold as manure. The hanks of wound
silk are beautifully soft, and are handled and packed
with the greatest neatness and care. The Chinese
very carefully preserve a sufficient supply of silk-
worms. The worm, if left alone, bursts the cocoon
and escapes as a butterfly. They lay 2,000 to 3,000
eggs, and on the successful hatching of these depends
| the future supply of silkworms, These are often
hatched by the Chinese on their own persons and in
their beds with great ingenuity, and are reared with
the utmost care. As the wee worms appear they
are so fragile that they cannot be touched by hand,
but are gently lifted by a mulberry leaf on to trays
and fed two or three times a day with mulberry
leaves cut as small as possible.

1 left Shanghai on September 23, at 5 AM., in
8.8, ‘Kutwo’ for Nankin, this being the first stage
of my intended expedition up the Yangtsze Valley
to the most western province of China, Szechuan.
Unfortunately, Mr. Archibald Little, who knows
this region better than any other living man, was
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1 'mdably detained at Sha,nghm g could not
delay starting—as that would endanger my being at
home for the opening of Parliament-go I decided
to go alome. Mr. Little most kindly placed his
steam launch at my disposal above Ichang.
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CHAPTER VII

LOWEER REACHES OF THE YANGTSZE

8.8, f Kutwo, September 24, 1899.—This steamer

_ is one of the magnificent river boats of American type
of which there is a daily sailing from Shanghai to

; Hankow, a distance of 600 miles up the Yangtsze
! River. BShe carries 2,000 tons of cargo—largely
Manchester piece goods for the interior of China-—
and was not only full, but had to shut out cargo
offered. The trade has increased so rapidly that
 additional steamers are urgently needed and are now
in course of construction, not only by the Hnglish

. and Chinese, but also by the Japanese and
Germans. :
In three hours we were in the lower reaches of

the great river—a perfect sea of muddy water. A
thin line of brown, a shade deeper than that of the
wadter, barely visible to starboard, indicated the left
bank, whilst in the opposite direction the muddy
waste extended to the horizon. Soon the river was
lined by flat, fertile, well-wooded plains, and was
contracted to a width varying in the course of the
day from 1} to 2% miles. A multitude of junks and
boats with their picturesque sails and iuteresting
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| ﬁnshme, far away from the msh and crush of
modern civilised life, one felt at peace with a,ll the

world.
- Ninety-six miles from Sha,nghal we paased:,

hmngym where forts, with heavy guns, have been

constructed on the low-lying hills on the left bank

of the river.

This plain commands the river, and we ought to
have taken it by arrangement with the Chinese, who
would have welcomed our intervention, in place of

Wei-hai-Wei.
OHINKIANG

This morning at 3 A.m. we reached Chinkiang,
& city with 140,000 inhabitants. It is surrounded
by well-wooded country and has a fine range of hillg
a little way inland, also lower hills on the edge of
the river. Golden Island looked picturesque, rising
up from the water from two to three hundred feet
surmounted by a pagoda. Silver Island in the river
just below Lhinkiang is prettily wooded.

Chinkiang is a distributing centre for the pro-
vinces of Kiang-si, Kiang-suh, Anhui, Shantung,
and Honan. Its trade now amounts to about 84
millions sterling a year. The entrance to the Grand
Canal is close by, and this, coupled with numerous
other waterways and the railway which is to be
jointly constructed by the Germans and English
from Mientsin to Chinkiang, gives promise of still
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siter prosperity in the future. = There

wAdmber of European houses, and the Chinese city
has existed for 2,000 years. The insistence on the
carrying out in its entirety of the agreement in
regard to the opening to trade of the inland water-

. ways of China, and the securing of the right for
traders, as well as missionaries, to acquire property
and reside in the interior, would cause trade to
advance, to the mutual advantage of the Chinese
and of the various nations trading with them.

BRITISH FLEET IN 1849

I T could have gone back in my vision to 1842, 1
should have seen a British fleet anchored off Chin-
kiang, and great would have been the contrast
between those line-of-battle ships and those I saw
flying the Union Jack at Wei-hai-Wei.

We left Chinkiang at 6 A.M., and at 8 passed
Iching, a salt emporium from which a large dis-

. trict 19 supplied by junks under Government control.
Salt is contraband, being a Government monopoly,
and no other vessels are allowed to carry it.

Right up to Nankin, 200 miles from Shanghai,
the river was never less than & mile wide. In many
places reeds grow on the marshy banks 12 to 16
feet high. These are all cut in December and uged
as fuel and for the construction of roofs and fences
in place of bamboos. Paper is also manufactared
from the leaves. We passed districts where the
rice crop had been cut and the stooks fixed several
feet above the ground on triangles of bamboo to
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Vot banks, but involving great troubls and labour
upon the plodding, patient, industrious Chinese
agriculturiste. We now began to see cattle here
and there—in many parts of China they are un-
known, -
For some distance below Nankin rich plaing
stretched to low hills on the left, and on the right
bank a bare and higher range running up to 1,000
feet formed the background.

Fifteen miles from Nankin a straight cansl
reduces the distance by one-half, hut only junks are
allowed fo use it, although there is ample room.

NANKIN

Arrived at Nankin 12.30. Mr. Aglen, Commis-
sioner of Customs, came off to welcome me. The
Viceroy, Liu-Kun-Yi, who rules Kiangsi, Anhui,
and Kiangsuh Provinces, had been asked by mistalke
to receive me to-morrow instead of to-day, and had
put off a review of the Military School on  this
account. When it was represented to him that I
must leave early the next morning he gave me an
appointment at 5 .M., though he is old and feeble
and had had a heavy day. I had my cards prepared
in Chinese eight inches long by three wide-—the size
of your card is regulated by your public or official
position--and it would not do to belittle yourself
by handing in a small English card.  Mr. Aglen
accompanied me to interpret. We first went to the
Foreign Office, where the Taotai (the official next
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it ,amporbmwe to t;he Viceroy) was waiting to recelve
me and to conduct me to the Viceroy’s yamen. We
were carried in green chairs which are only nsad by‘

high ofhcmls

 INTERVIEW WITH VIOEROY LIU-KUN-¥I .
I was received with ceremony, the pathway

' through the courtyards leading to the Reception

. Hall being lined by soldiers and attendants. TLiu-
Kun-Yi was standing at the doorway of the last
court, and greeted me with Chinese ceremonial
politeness. He conducted me into the yamen and
placed nie on his left at a round table (contrary to
the English idea, the seat to the left of the host,
instead of that to the right, is the place of honour).
We were sexrved with tea, champagne, fruits, sweets,
biscuits, and cigarettes. The Viceroy is one of the
. most powerful men in China: he holds enlightened
views, and is patriotic and honest. His age and
state of health prevent hig actively promoting the
adoption of a strong and drastic policy of reform.
I found him in a state of despair and anxious
only to be allowed to retire from office. He thinks
any reform movement to be effectual must begin
at Pekin. A strong, able, and enlightened ruler
could alone lay the foundation of the regeneration
of China. He considers the corrupt officialdom
ought to be dealt with, but he fears it is almost an
impossible task. He is very friendly to Lngla.nd
but cannot understand why the British Government
ghould have allowed Russia to ride roughshod over



| LUEUNYT @L
Gh a;,‘ and deeply regrets th&t our influence and
pmatige have been destroyed. He would welcome
concerted assistance from those nations who do
not desire the partition of China in the reorganisa-
tion of her military forces, but fears the difficulties
in the way of this are insurmountable. He pathetis
cally exclaimed Russia would be sure to object, and
China must obey uunless the friendly Powers ave
prepared to assert themselves very differently from
what they have hitherto done in the present crisis.
Another hindrance is the lack of money. Liu-Kun-
Yi spoke with great cordiality of his appreciation of
the advice Liord Charles Beresford gave him' last
year a8 to reorganisation of military and naval
forces, and also of his warm friendship for him. He
has been & Viceroy over twenty years, and is of the
highest rank. Viceroys have enormous power in
China, the army and navy being ereated and ad-
ministered by them in their different Provinces.
They  collect and expend all taxation, except &
certam proportion sent to Pekin. Liu-Kun-Yi rules
practically as a king over 66 millions of people. He
can, however, be dismissed and disgraced at a
moment’s notice at the sweet will and pleasure of
the Emperor or Empress. After an audience of
three-quarters of an hour I took my leave, greatly
regretting that'this able and patriotic Chinaman was
not thirty years younger. ‘
I drove round the ecity of Na,nkm, which covers
a considerable area. - The city walls are very massive.
The beight varies from 30 to 50 feet, and they are so
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wide as to allow free gs.llops on horsebaek on the top,
Nankin was the capital of China before 1,t was re-
moved to Pekin.
The Taiping Rebellion, which began in 1850 and
was put down by our ‘Chinese Gordon,’ was the
| work of a sect calling themselves ¢God Wor-
shippers,’ Christianity being their profession, but
mixed with a great deal of error. They started as
the Regenerators of the Empire, and there is reagon
to think they were sincere. My sympathies would
~ have been with them. They took possession of
Nankin in 1853, and made it their headquarters.
Afterwards they withstood a siege by the Imperialists
lasting some years. -
In 1861 the British Naval Squadron assembled at
Nankin preparatory to an expedition of investiga-
tion further up the river. '

NANKIN PAGODA

We ascended the pagodaon a hillin the city, and
bad a glorious view of the city and the surrounding
country. The grenter part of what is enclosed
within the walls is not built upon, but is an undu-
lating, well-wooded tract, with.rich garden land.
The city is practically encircled by hills, and it

 Appeats to be & rich, prosperous, and attractive pla,ce
There is o Tartar city, inside the other, which is
mostly in ruins.
MING TOMBS

The Ming Tombs, under the Goldén Pearl Moun-
tam, where repose the remains of Hig Majesty Choo,
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o] rst monarch of the Ming dyna.sty, K had not
time to visit; I succeeded, however, in procurmg a
photograph

\ The broad Yangtsze Rwer 18 two miles a,wa.y from
the nearest point of the city walls, and it is five miles
from the landing-place to the Viceroy's Yamén.
We drove this distance over the best macadamised

. road I have seen in China, which wag built by the
last Viceroy, Chang Chih Tung. There are military
and naval colleges at Nankin, under Gtermans and
English respectively, but they do not amount to
much, I fear, as regards leavening the military and
naval systems of the country. Nankin boasts also

* of a mint, a gunpowder factory, and an arsenal, but at
the last practically only antiquated jingalls are made.

Mr. Aglen’s home is on an old vessel moored in
the river, where he has fixed up quite comfortable
quarters.

At 5,30 next morning T was on board the steam-
ship ‘ Tatung, bound for Hankow. The weather was
perfect and the scenery pleasant. We passed several
bluffs on the edge of the river—two of them known
ag Hast and West Pillar—and also a steep and well-
wooded island. Above and below Wuhu (50 miles
up from Nankin) are rich plaing on both banks, on
which enormous crops of rice are produced. This is
shipped from Wuhu. No less than six steamers
were lying there waiting to load rice, in addition to
the rvegular boats. The Roman Catholic Church
and other mission premises are the most prominent
features at Wuhu. The population is 80,000, and

1
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THrade/ 1,200, OOOZ annmlly Its proxmnty to watdth

Srays is certain to give it a growing trade as these
become properly opened. All the afternoon we
passed mountains o the south, and rich fa.lrly
timbered plains everywhere.

SPORT IN THE YANG’I‘SZE VALLEY

. There is seid to be excellent shooting in many
places, notably in the Wuhu district. = Pheasant,
duck, teal, snipe, geese, swans, and woodcock are got,
also deer and haves. Amongst bags made have been
1,800 pheasants in twenty-three days, with six guns,
and one man bagged 70 in one day. They are wild,
and not half-tame, as in HEngland, and are neither
preserved nor reaved. With regard to snipe, one
gun got 102 one day and 114 another. A man also
bagged 422 head of wildfowl in ten days. As in
other countries, the tendency is for game to diminish.
The pheasant would soon have been extinet, as they
were being killed off wholesale, but this has been
pub a stop to by Imperial edict.

j Kianasi
. Muesday, Septernber 26, found us in the pro-
vince of Kiangsi, There were rich plains, populous
villages, with stone houses on the south, backed by &
. fine range of hills. On the north stretched flat
plaing with low and very distant hills and numerous

bamlets and farms. We passed the Orphan Rock,
a pyramid in the river 300 feet high, with joss house
and pagoda—nestling on a well-wooded summit. At
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‘Pays,ng Liake, aboub whloh 80 httle is yet known
There is & small town and picturesque old fort on the
bluff to the left, and & modern fort on a sa.ndhlll tio
the right of the inlet.

KIU EIANG

We reached Kin Kiang, 444 miles from Shanghai,
about 1 pM. It is an attractive place oi over
50,000 inbabitants. The Chinese city is surrounded
by grand old walls with turreted battlements, and
hag a good deal of timber inside. Outside is a
handsome little Huropean bund with avenues of
trees facing the river. The splendid Catholic
Mission premises, church and hospital, are a
special feature. About 15 miles inland runs a
grand broken range of mountains, 4,000 to 4,500 feet
high, On one of these is a Missionary Banatorium
rejoicing in the name of Kuling.

TRADE OF KIU KIANG
The trade of Kiu Kiang is very large, amounting
* to over two millions a year. The principal export
ig black tea. If light-draught steamers and stearm-
launches for towing were put on the Poyang Liake
and the tributary rivers, so as fo allow goods o be
freely conveyed by water to and from the province
of Kiang-si, a rapid increase of trade would ensue.
The 1560 miles between Kiu Kiang and Hankow was
of much the same character—rich plains, populous

villages, & fair amonnt of wood, and here and
12



approached Hankow the whole country became flat,
 but continued most fertile. Millet, wheat, sesame
geed, indigo, and other crops had largely taken the
place of rice, which distinguished the Wuhu
 distriet.
I arrived at Hankow on September 27, and had
8 warm welcome from Mr, Cradock, of Jardine,
Matheson, & Co., with whom I stayed.
. Here, though 600 miles inland, the ma]estlo
Yangtsze River is over a mile wide, and some idea of
 the enormous quantity of water sweeping past may be
got when I say that 1t is at present 41 ft. 7 in. above
its lowest water-level. This is quite an unugual
condition of affairs at the end of September, and the
chance of being able to get through the Yangtsze
gorges in the fime at my disposal is not good. Not
even g cargo junk has ventured to face the torrent
above Ichang for nearly a month past. Contrary to
our experience at home, riversin China have a much
greater volume of water in summer than in winter.
This is due to the melting of snow and the time of
their rainy seasons. There is practically no rainfall
in winter, The Han River enters the Yangtsze at
Hankow, and separates it from the town of Han-
Yang. These two places, together with Wuchang
on the opposite side of the Yangtsze to Hankow,
have a united population variously estimated at from
one to two millions. 1In approaching Hankow -
we had the imposing Bund on the right, with its
palatial hongs, avenues of trees, and well-kept



\%\ ' FOREIGNERS AT HANKOW

First corne the Japanese, German, French;
Russian concessions, recently acquired and only

partially built up. The English concession has’

on it the main Furopean settlement. The Russians
and others prefer to be under British jurisdiction
rather than to be harassed by the cast-iron officialism
of their own nation. The French arbitrarily seized
and confiscated the racecourse, which was vested in
& cosmopolitan body, and no redress hag been got.
The Russians demanded that the title-deeds of
Britishers owning land or property, which had been
improperly included in ‘their concession by the
Chinese Grovernment, should be submitted for their
approval, and the HEnglish Government tamely

submitted, instead of denying their right to have

jurigdiction over it. The Russians rejected certain
titles, including those of several pieces of land of
which Messrs. Jardine, Matheson, & (Co. had
been in possession for thirty years, though ten years’
occupation gives an effective title according to
Russian law. The owners proceeded to fence it off,
whereupon Russian Cossacks tore up the fence and
assaulted the British overlooker.

BRITISH BLUBJACKETS TO THE FRONT

This high-handed proceeding was more than
even Her Majesty's Government could submit to,
and bluejuckets were landed from the ‘Woodlark” to
protect the workmen whilst they completed the
erection of the fence. At the sight of armed British
sailors the Russians wisely disappeared, and have

G,
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B8 interfered since.  This shows that the firm 114
holding of our just rights, and not a policy of
‘suxrendcr, is the best course to pursue. It is
 veported that the English and Russian Grovernments
have agreed to submit the matter to arbitration.
This appears to be the only rational mode of
 gettling the dispute, and any refusal to arbitrate
‘would have shown the Hague Peace Conference to
be without practical result. It will be interesting

to see the final outcome of the affair.

RECEPTION BY CHANG CHIH TUNG

September 28.—The British Consul, Mr. Hurst,
had arranged ‘for Chang Chih Tung, the Viceroy of
the Provinces of Hunan and Hupeh--with over
fifty-two millions of population—to receive me at
his Yamén in the city of Wuchang at 10 oM. We
crossed the river by steam-launch, and were carried
from the landing-place to the Yamén in green chairs

. preceded by soldiers to clear the ftrack. The
(hinese who crowded the picturesque narrow
streets opened their mouths, gazed, and smiled with
amusement at the, to them, grotesque-looking men
passing through their midst. On arrival we were
promptly received by the Viceroy. Heis an intel~

 ligent-looking man, with bright alert eyes, a grey
beard, and finger nails more than an inch long.
Many Chinese of high rank grow them even longer.
He wore a conical hat made of reeds, lined with
scarlet. Tt had also a long scarlet fringe suspended
from a scarlet button on the top of the hat. His
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nfloWing garment wasg of violet silk, lined with blue,
“and from his neck were suspended numerous strings
of round buttons of various colours, denoting his
rank and official status. Tn China you keep your
hat on during interviews. I had an interview last-
ing nemly two hours. I determined to make the
Viceroy talk about the present situation in China,
and led off by announcing myself as an Englishman
whose policy was China for the Chinese, as opposed
to partition, and added T had come all the way to
China for the purpose of ascertaining from states-
men like himself how, in their opinion, this object
could be best attained. He seemed doubtful and
suspicious for the first half-hour—after that he con-
versed freely, and we had & cordial and friendly
interchange of views. Chang Chih Tung is re-
garded as one of the most influential men in China,
and, unlike the majority of Chinese officials, he is
" honest, patriotic, and progressive, and though he
has never been outside his own country he has a
wonderful grasp of the laws, government, and
institutions of Huropean nations. He agreed that if
England, America, and Japan gave Ching their
joint influence and assistance its independence could
be preserved. He said small outstanding disputes
could easily be settled. He admitted the Pekin.
Hankow Railway Concession was a misteke in some
of its condifions, but said provision wus made for
puying off the money and freeing the line. He
denied that the concessionnaires had power to police
the line by military guards, but did not contradict




also the Pekin-Hankow Syndicate, had been given
exclusive mining rights by the Chinese Government,
which they were now refusing to the American-
English Syndicate in connection with the Cantons
Hankow line.

This is in contravention of the Treaty of Tientsin,
under which we are to have equal privileges, im-
munities, and advantages to those granted to other
nations. He argued that the hostile attitude of
the inhabitants of Hunan made this course necessary,
‘but thought that a compromise might be come to
in regard to the portion of the line nearer to Canton.
I told him that if the Chinese Government allowed
the Pekin-Hankow Syndicate to construct the line
from Hankow to Canton also, it would enable Russia
and France to create a railway system throughout
China from north to south absolutely under their
own control, the independence of China would be
gone and its final absorption by those Powers only a
question of time.

Chang Chih Tung recognised the force of my
contention, and said the position was most critical,
as France was strongly pressing that the reversion of
the right to construct this line—which is provided
for in the Pekin-Hankow contract in the event of the
American concession lapsing—should now be con-
gidered operative on account of the deadlock in the
negotiations. e urged that America and England
should moderate their demands ; whilst I pointed
out that, unless China was prepared to commit
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atdide, they should be ready to make any rea,sona,ble
concession to secure the Canton-Hankow line being
made by Powers not desivous to bring about the
break-up of China. The Viceroy asked if Jung-lu
had been present at my audience with Prince Ching
at Pekin, adding that he is Prime Minister and
Greneralissimo of the Chinese Army, and all-power-
ful in China at present, Prince Ching being really
the leader of the Opposition.

Chang Chib Tung more than once said he had
to do only with provincial, and not with imperial
affairs ; that whilst he gave hig opinions in a friendly
way, he had no suthority to interfere in the matter
of railway concessions or other imperial matters. T
replied that I felt sure those in authority would
attach great weight to any representations His
Excellency made.

He promised & red boat—i.c. & gunard boat—from
Iehang up the Yangtsze as far as his province ex-
tended, and to telegraph a request that the Governor
of Bzechuan would give similar assistance in that
province. He also agreed to arrange for my being
taken round the arsenal, the Han Yang works, and
the Military College.

The interpreter through whom our conversation
wasg carried on was first-class. The Taotai and two
other officials were present, and a crowd of retainers,
as usual, stood around the room and doorway.
After a cordial leave-taking we returned to Hankow.
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| HAN YANG IRONWORKS =

In the a&temoon Congul Hurstand T weut by steam-
la.unch to these works, which are the only ironworks
in China. They consist of two blast furnaces 65 feet

. high, and rolling mills producing rails, angles, bars,

. and plates. The plant was supplied and erected by
the Tees Side Ironworks Company, Yorkshire. An
enormous amount of money has been expended over
them-~three-quarters of a million, it is said; but
they are not successful, owing to the lack of proper
managerent and the corruption of those in power,
who are feathering their own nests at the expense of
the concern. Bad material has also to be contended
with.

The blowing engines are only equal to workmg
one furnace, which produces 80 tons a day, and the
works turn out 120 to 150 tons of rails or other
finished steel per day, but are not worked regularly.

. About one thousand hands are employed. 1 was
taken around by Mr. Williamson, a Scotchman from
@Glasgow. The carrying of coke from the junk to the
furnaces in baskets was en example of some of the
primitive methods employed. The coke and coal
come from Pingshan mines, 280 miles away, and cost
36s. and 18s. per ton respectively, delivered. Theiron
ore is from the Wong Chi Tong mines, 76 miles off,
and costs 6s. 3d. per ton. It containg 65 per cent.
of iron, but the phosphorus and other impurities
render it unfit for making steel. The coke hag 20

per cent. of ash and too much phosphorus and
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Y A, They also bring manganiferous ove all th W

way from Szechuan as a mixture : this unfortunately
containg a high percentage of phosphorus, silica,
and sulphur. The rails will not stand proper tests,
and cost 7. a ton. The pig iron varies in cost from
8. to 8l. 10s. per ton.  Bo much for so-called cheap
labour. Having regard to the quality and cost, it
would pay them much better to buy what they need
in England.

|
|

HAN YANG ARSENAL

I next visited the Arsenal, which has & fivst-rate
modern plant, made in Germany. There is a rifle
factory, and also one for small field-guns-—both under
the management of Germans. The weapons are
excellently finished, but are practically useless, because
they are made of the steel produced at the Han Yang

" works, which is quite unsuitable for the purpose.

I was surprised to meet a man called Adams,
from Sheffield, a native of Rotherham. He came
out to erect and manage crucible steel works, but }
has been there eighteen months, and little has been .
done, as he cannot get what he requnires. He does |
not think they will give him a proper quality of steel, |
which must be imported from Hurope, and he
despairs of doing any good.

The Japanese buy steel for their rifle barrels and
all the other fittings in England and France, and
do not attempt to make it themselves.

There is also a modern rifle-cartridge factory
at Han Yang. They use German powder at
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esent, but contemplate making their own smolke-
less powder. There are huge stacks of patent
Coppée coke ovens, which have been built for years,
but never used. Machinery and plant imported
from FEurope, both for works and Arsenal, are lying
about in all directions, never having been set up.
One is sorry to see such shameful waste ; but at any
rate it seems clear that we have not much to fear
from China’s competition in the iron, steel, and
~ engineering trades.

MILITARY COLLEGE

' The following day we crossed again to Wuchang,
and proceeded to the Military College, over which
we were taken by Lieutenant Hoffman, a German
officer, whois Chang Chih Tung’s most trusted adviser
in military matters. Two other German officers
conduct the Military College, whilst five or six
Japanese officers are busily engaged in translating
Japanese books of military instruction into Chinese.
They have 70 cadets, sixteen to twenty years of
age, and 10 of these are going to Japan for one year’s
~ training. The first class-youths were put through
their drill, and were smart and soldierlike. They
haveexcellentliving and sleeping quarters;large dining-
hall, and good class-rooms, also a fine gymnasium.
We also visited the barracks of the sappers and
miners and of the artillery. The men paraded and did
their marching and musket drill very efficiently. T
am told these are the Viceroy’s show places, and that
they do not fairly represent the average condition of
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‘He hag 27,000 men, and out of these‘

i only a,bout 3,000 are disciplined or properly trained.

They are armed with antiquated weapons or with
the unreliable productions of the Han Yang
Arsenal. On the other hand, Lieutenant Hoffrasn
gpoke in the highest terms of his men, both as regards
conduct and efficiency. He declared he would not
hesitate to lead them anywhere.

BRICK-TEA FACTORY

I was shown over a brick-tea factory by the
Scotch engineer. The machinery, including engines
and boilers, had come from HEngland or Scotland.
The electric plant was supplied by Germany, simply
because the Grermans came up from Shanghai to see
after the order, whilst the English firm only wrote a
letter.

Brick tea is made of tea dust and inferior tea
ground to a fine powder. It is then steamed for
two minutes over steaming pans covered by grid-
irons, muslin being placed on the top to receive the
tea. The tea is next poured into a wooden mould
and compressed by a machine with 80 tons pressure
on the brick. A finer tablet tea is dried for an hour
over charcoal instead of being steamed, then weighed
in gquarter pounds, poured into a steel-lined box, and
compressed by hydraulic power, 40 tons pressure.
Hach cake or tablet is neatly packed in paper, and
then put into a bamboo basket, ready for transporta-
tion on camel or mule back to the heart of Russia.
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o dJ is to lessen diffonltios of tmnsport th
“tea xs thug prepared.

OHINAMAN DYING ON ROADWAY UNCAR’ED FOR

. Human life seems of little value to the Chinese,
even though they worship their ancestors. At the
. brick-tea factory they feed and house their workmen.

Near the entrance to their dwelling block T observed
8 poor creature lying in a dying state on the stones
with only a bamboo mat to half cover him. The
roadway was crowded, but not a soul gave him the
slightest attention. T was told he would ‘peg out’
before the next morning. I protested against this
~ wanf of common humanity, only to receive the reply
that if I had been in China twenty years I should
have got aceustomed to such sights. I went direet to
a missionary, who has a hospital within a stone'’s
throw of where I saw this sad sight, but he was
away from home and the hospital closed.

Mz. Archibald Little not being able to go to
Chung-King, I offered to take as a guest a man from
the gunboat ‘Pigmy, ‘ Woodlark,” or ¢ Woodgock,’

or some one from the British Consular body, so that
' he might take observations and obtain information

calenlated to advance British trade and interests.
The naval men had to decline because they were
obliged to communicate with the admiral, and did
not know where he was, and the Consular people
because Her Majesty’s representative at Pekin
refused consent.

1 inspected the river gunboat ‘ Woodlark.” She
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had Bidtually been sent out without any sleeping—
accommodation for the men. The Government
profess they are going to patrol the Yangtsze
for 1,600 miles, but the ¢ Esk,’ * Pigmy,’ ¢ Woodlark,’
and < Woodeoek ' now on the river are quite in-
adequate. The ¢Pigmy’ hag old breech-loading
ingtead of quick-firing guns, and to keep her spick
and span as regards paint the commander has to do.
it at his own expense. A stock of Cardiff coal ig
kept at Shanghai, Hankow, and Ichang for our
ships. :

INTERVIEW WITH THE TAOTAI OF HANKOW

On Monday, October 2, the Taotai of Hankow
called upon me by appointinent, in order to agk for
further information on behalf of the Viceroy in
regaxd to two or three matters which I bad dis-
cussed with him at our interview. He was accom-
panied by one of the Viceroy’s interpreters.

He had been instructed by the Viceroy to say
that he had considered my suggestions in reference
to the reorganisation of the military forces of China,
and he would be glad to seek the sanction of the
authorities at Pekin to send twenty students to
Hingland for military training and thirty non-com-
missioned officers to be attached to the Indian Axmy,
half from Hankow and half from Pekin. I replied
that I would bring the matter before the authorities
at home, and endeavour to ascertain whether this ‘
would be agreeable to them ; but 1 suggested that the
guestion of obtaining British officers to drill the
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hilese soldiers should at the same time be also
gidered. I advised that negotiations be opened on
similar lines with Japan and America, and any other
countries who desire that the independence and
integrity of China should be preserved, with a view
to their co-operating in this work. I pointed out
that concerted action and assistance uniting the
influence of several Powers on behalf of China could
alone give any hope of success and prevent the
scheme being defeated by Russia and France.

TRADE OF HANKOW

The trade of Hankow is enormous and rapidly
increasing. In 1897 the total value was over
7,000,0007. ; in 1898 it rose 14 per cent., and this
year 1899 is going to be a record year. As a merchant
said to me, ‘Trade in Hankow is booming.’ Tea
i8 the principal export, and in May, June, and July
lagt’ 84 million pounds of tea were sold. A few
years ago Russia bought all her tea in Tiondon ; now
ghe imports direct from Hankow, and refuses to
ghip an ounce under a foreign flag. The tea is
carried exclusively by the Russian Volunteer Fleet.
This is an object-lesson of how British trade will be
extinguished in China, so far as Russia can do it.
British imports are cotton and woollen goods and
metals,

MISSIONARY WORK

1 called on the Rev, Griffith John, of the London
Migsionary Society, who told me they had baptised
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B Bt sonverts in the Hankow district Tast] year. He i
stated the Dowager-Empress had offered missionaries
o certain status and the right of audience with Chinese
officials. The Roman Catholics have accepted these,
but the Protestants are hesitating. ,
I W calls on the German, United States, and =
Japanese Consuls, and found every disposition to co-
operate with England in thése parts for the pro-
notion of trade.

FROM HANKOW TO ICHANG

I went on board the Japanese steamer ¢ Tayuen ’
on Monday afternoon, October 2. This boat was to
takeme a further 400 miles up the Yangtsze to Ichang,
where my experience of travelling in a Cbmese junk
would begin.

No difficulties are met with in going from
Hankow to Ichang. We arrived in three days.

With regard to the character of the country. Up
to Kin-ho-kan, 115 miles from Hankow, at the
entrance to the Tung-Ting Lake, there are rich
flat alluvial plains on both sides of the river, from
which excellent crops of millet, indigo, sesame, &c.,
were being gathered. An occasional hill somewhat
relieved the monotony of the landscape. There
were many hamlets and frequent large villages all
the way. The bed of the river averaged about
three-quarters of a mile wide, and in many places
large tracts of the adjacent plains were also sub-
merged.

The Tung-Ting Liake covers a considerable area

K
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" winter, except certain viver channels. The Seang-
yin River runs into it. About 8 miles away we
‘could -see the Pagoda of Yo-Chau-Fu, which has
. recently been opened as & Treaty Port. . The
| anchorage 18 bad owing to a hard bottom. It is in
" the Province of Hunan, which is said to be the most

. anti-foreign in China. = The scenery hero became
" bolder, as we had the Kuin range of mountaing, about

9,000 feet high, ten to fifteen miles inland.

¥has 6 to 12 foet of water in summer, bat is

SHA-SZH

The first considerable town we stopped at was
Sha-sze, which was opened as a Treaty Port under
the Treaty of Shimonoseki at the close of the
'Chino-Japanese war. Sha-sze is an unwalled town
with a noble stone embankment in three tiers, each
12 feet high, facing the river, which has a bund or
promenade on the top. This was built ages ago, in
the time of China’s greatness, and is now being
allowed to decay. There were hundreds of junks
moored here, and a large trade is carried on between
‘this port and Szechuan. Manchester = goods,
American watches and clocks, and kerosene oil are
amongst the goods brought hither by the Pin-ho
Canal from Hankow, and transhipped into the
Szechuan junks. The down cargoes from Szechuan
include salt, sugar, opium, tobacco, hemp, pepper,
spices, medicinal and other drugs, some silk and wax,

and a little gold. ;
Sha-sze is 800 -miles up from Hankow. Two



enormons vich but monotonous plains of Hupeh

ended, and we had the Western Mountains in view.

Qoon the river contracted considerably, not being
more than 600 yards wide when we reached the
Tiger Teeth Gorge (Hu-ya-Tsia), about ten miles
below Ichang. Mr. Archibald Little says: ¢This
gorge forms a break in the last of the cross-ranges,
athwart which the Yangtsze breaks its way from

the Szechuan plateau to the great Hupeh plain.

Some of the cliffs and peaks rise to an altitude of
nearly 8,000 feet, and the scenery is grandly rugged
and impressive. 1 rested three days at Ichang,

preparatory to starting up-river in a Chinese house- 3

boat. Mr. Wilton, our excellent Consul, made me
heartily welcome.

SEA OF GRAVES

The Consulate, from its windows to the north,
east, and west, looks out on a sea of graves in the
form of mounds of earth. They literally stretch for

-nilgk inland is the interesting Chinese walled ity
of Kin-Chow, which has a garrison of 10,000 .
Manchu soldiers. In May last a riot took placein =
Sha-sze, when neaxly the whole of the foreign settle-
ment was bumt to the ground. The Europeans &
escaped in boats. About 50 miles from Ichang the

miles and miles. It is a curious sensation to feel

oneself thus encircled by countless numbers of the
desd. This is true to a large extent of many

Chinese cities, and prevents their extension, as the
x2



! grounds to be built upon. ‘
! Ichang is a prosperous tradmg town of some
40,000 inhabitants. It is not a model place, as the
cheap opium and wine tempt the thousands who
navigate the river to and from the town.

The geological formation of this rugged region 18
a coarse conglomerate, with sandstone sometimes
associated. On the summit of a conglomerate
pmnacle close by, 1,200 feet high, a Buddhist temple
1§ picturesquely situated. Pyramid-shaped hills and
vertical cliffs, 500 to 600 feet high, stretch along the
south bank of the river, backed by lofty mountains.
The Prefect Chun and Brigadier-General Fu called
on me, end informed me that the Viceroy had
telegraphed that a Chinese gunboat was to escort
te up the Yangtsze from this point. I, however,
declined this honour, but accepted what is known
as a red boat, or lifeboat, manned by picked China-
men, who wear a uniform with scarlet cloth front
and back, on which are Chinese characters in black,
I thought this would be a better safeguard in case
our Chinese houseboat was wrecked, and also be
more handy and useful generally. ~ I found the new
river gunboat, ¢Woodcock,” had been lying here
since Kebruary last, and now her going up the
Yangtsze has been unnccountably countermanded,
no one knows Why This is a serious breach of the
distinct pledge given by the Government to patrol
the Yangtsze,

In returning the Brigadier-Greneral’s call T was
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Heaven knows what else in it, were served, which T
really could not tackle. A huge chunk of polenta
to be eaten with it was also beyond me. I was not
very well, so T begged to be excused eating on that
ground ; whereupon the good Greneral became most
solicitous, and pressed first one remedy and then
another upon me. |
Mr. Him Shan, Messrs. Jardine's agent, had
engaged the Chinese houseboat for me, and ag there
wag only a table and one chair in it, some time was
ocoupied in getting our provisions, kitchen cooking
equipment—including cooking-stove—all fixed up.
The houseboat was about 60 feet long. In the bow
was @ deck, open during the day, for working the
craft, but most ingeniously covered in with bamboo
matting at night, so as to make a sleeping-roomy for
eighteen trackers, two pilots, five deck-hands, and
the cook. Behind this came my house, which was
just like & travelling caravan fixed on a boat instead
of on wheels, and divided into three compartments.
It was most roughly put together, and had chinks
into which you could put your fingers., These I had
stuffed with cotton-wool, and then papered over with
strips of paper inside. The interior was painted red
and roughly decorated with gilt. Behind this was
an open space, where the rudder was worked, and
~ beyond that the compartment occupied by the
captoin (Liso-ta), his wife, and four little children.
In addition to the rudder, there is fixed in the

Slagéfin o diffieulty bhrough his hospitality. Bowls "~ |
of soup, with garlic, lotus, water chestnuf, and
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; bow a huge bow-SWeep, which acts as a second
rudder, to be employed if the vessel becomes un-
governable and ig not answering her helm. The
“ houseboat (kua-tza) has » huge mast and sail, whlch
are of great service whenever a fair wind comes.
Altogether there were to be thirty-eight souls sleeping

on board this craft in connection with my expedltlon,_

‘which was, therefore, rather an extensive under-
taking, Mr. Him Shan had had a huge flag pre-
pared, with my name in Chinese characters. In
Uhinese, Walton is ¢ Wha-li-Tun,’” which means the
‘flower of propriety.’

I had to get a supply of money for use up country
of the most odd description. Gold and silver coins
and paper money are unknown. Pieces of silver
called sycee are used, and are valued aceording to
weight ; but the chief medium of exchange is &
round metal coin about the size of a halfpenny with

@ square hole in the centre. These are strung
‘together, and 850 of them are worth 2s.+ They are,
‘of course, heavy and difficult to carry. As my
kua-tza moved off to the other side of the river,
" where I was to join her next morning, the Chinese
gunboat gave her a salute of three guns, and
crackers were discharged all around. The Ilatter
were to chin-chin their Joss for good luck on the
voyage.
. To their shame the British have had no complete
survey made of the Yangtsze River since 1861. In
a river of its changing character old charts are
nselesa On the other hand, though they have not
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v ‘e «)f our tra.de, the French Jesmt pnests ha‘

e

‘i 'ompleted a new survey, which I proved to be most
accurate, and which was invaluable, This ghows

great negligence on the part of our officials who arg

respanslble for having surveys made.
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CHAPTER VIII
THE UPPER YANGTSZE EXPEDITION

My starting-point—Ichang—is no less than 1,100
miles from the sea, and here the majestic Yangtsze
is about three-quarters of a mile wide, even at this
season of the year. In summer, when at its highest,

it is much more. The usual difference between
 the highest and the lowest water is sixty to seventy
feet, and it has reached nearly 100 feet. Fortunately,
the river had fallen rapidly during the previous ten
days, and on October 9, when I set out, it might be
regarded as in a medium condition. Captain Plant,
who had had ten years’ experience in navigating
rapids on the Karun River, in Persia, accompanied
me, to take charge of Mr. Little’s steam-launch
when we met her. 'We had telegraphed to have the
launch sent down to Patung, some sixty miles above
Iehang, 8o that we might change into her, or we
might decide to have the ‘kua-tza’ towed, as would
best facilitate our journey. '

YANGTSZE TRACKERS

‘We got under way about 9.30, and as there was
no fair wind our trackers were soon on the towpath,



THE RIVER THAOKERS

: ‘mg up slopes and around blufts, uttermg tholh 4
misical cries fo enable them to keep step. When
out of sight a drum wag beaten to guide them ag
to when-to go ahead. The hawsers are made of
bamboo strips twisted into a rope, and will stand an
enormous strain. The trackers put a broad band

over one shoulder, across the chest, and under the '

armpit, and attach this to the rope by a thong
having a large round flat button at its end. In this
way all their drawing power is brought to bear,
The trackers are a fine set of men, who look in the
pink of condition. I greatly envied them their
muscles standing out like whipcord. I found hoth
trackers and crew as contented, merry, and good-
natured a lot of travelling companions as I ever
desire to have. Unfortunately, no fair wind came to
our assistance for some days, and our progress was
disappointingly slow.

AN UNSUITABLE CRAYT

I soon discovered that I had got the very worst
type of eraft for making a rapid journey. She was too
beavy and unwieldy altogether, just like lead in the
water. In order to encourage the men to put their
backs into it I made them dmly presents of cash
with which to buy pork, which is the Chinaman’s
greatest luxury. Their food is known as ‘chow,” and
they think a great deal about it. So long as they
get good chow they are as happy as the days are
long.
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. The Chinese are splendid cooks, and it was
very interesting o watch them prepering food in the
cleverest, cleanest, and most scientific fashion with

. the gcantiest appliances. They are largely vegeta-

riang, and rice, accompanied by all kinds of vegetables
In an appetising form, and also, if possible, by pork,
15 what they like best, and on this food they thrive

e ' splendidly.

. To see them all squatting around, emptying by
their chop-sticks basin after basin with the greatest
gusto, made one feel that their occupation is con-
ducive to health, They never take liquid with their
meals, but drink tea before or after them. They only
drink hot water--having a strong objection to cold
beverages.

The torrent of water we had to get over, as it
swept through the gorges or swirled around in
whitlpools in some broader part of the river above
and below a gorge, often almost beat us back, and
then our progress was inch by inch.

BROKEN ADRIFT

Once our rope broke, and we careered down the
river in a few moments the distance we had taken
hours to ascend. There was some danger of our
capsizing if we turned sideways in the rapid; but
every man‘on board was at his post and did the
right thing as coolly as if nothing had happened.
The Chinese seem to be without the instinet that



W T swept helplessly down past hundreds of junks"‘
‘MOored along the ghore, and not one tried to throw

us a rope or put off a boat to help us.. Our own i
lifeboat had been neatly swamped, but it was puly’
when she overtook us and took a line ashore that our i

downstream trip ended.

PORPOISES L

‘We had a series of rapids and whirlpools to pass,
and the porpoises which had kept us company the
entise distance from the sea here bade us farewell--
they cannot face ¢ chow-chow’ water. :

The next best thing to having Mr. Archibald Little
with me was to have his book, ¢ Through the Yangtsze
Gorges,” which gave me invaluable information ag to
the character of the river and the objects of interest
to be seen. He tells us that, of the junks making
the trip from Ichang to Chung-King and back, one
in every ten is stranded and one in every twenty
totally wrecked. This gives some idea of the
dangerous navigation.

The trade on the Yangtsze carried on by junks is
very great. It is estimated that there are 5,000 of
them, employing 100 men each, which means half &
million of men. This is apart from the hundreds of
shore trackers waiting at every big rapid to give
additional assistance.

During the trip we were all up at 4.30 every
mornmg and went to bed at8. T often walked with
the trackers when they were on shore, and looked
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o1/ getting extra men at the rapids. We et
Gktally two hawsers out, and it was essential to
safoty that both should be straight and taut before
starting to haul up the houseboat.

THE YEH-TAN RAPID

| One of the most formidable of the rapids is the
Yeh-tan. When we arrived about thirty junks were
in front of us, and to take our turn would have meant
@ detention of two days. One function of a red boat
18 to secure priority over cargo junks, so we worked
round them into position. The rapid was running
probably 18 knots an hour. We put out two
hawsers, but one of them got fast round a rock
and was curved, thus drawing the ‘kua-tza’ out
' of the proper channel. Instead of waiting till this
was set right the Lao-ta kept signalling to haul
away, with the result that our rotten old vessel,
having a tremendous current on one side and a
powerful eddy on the other, shipped a lot of water,
and all but capsized. Then, after righting herself, she
struck on a rock, making a big hole in her hull. We
got about 120 trackers on the hawsers and brought
her up quickly into the smooth water above. Here
we cleared the hold and plugged the hole with a bale
of cotton. After baling out the water the Chinese set
to work to put an inner lining over the damaged
part to enable us to proceed on our voyage, and
very cleverly they did it. The broken wood was
quite rotten, and the houseboat neither had the
stability nor was in proper condition for safely



¥

ommmsm mvmrs

14 atmg such vicious water. The Whn'lpo d,
€re cross-currents rushed and swirled with terrible
force in every direction, were even more dangerous,
because our unwieldy craft swerved right and left,
with the constant liability of striking a submerged

rock. We moored at night, but managed ten hours’

work a day : one day we made only four miles, and =
‘another five. At the end of nine days, when to our L

great joy the steam-launch hove in sight we had
covered seventy-nine miles, or not quite nine mlles o
day.
CHINESE SERVANTS

I was most fortunate in my personal attendants.
One boy acted as cook, and did splendidly in a kitchen
not four feet square, in which the cooking-stove was
fixed. |
How he managed to turn us out such » variety
of beautifully cooked, wholesome food was a marvel,
I was told you could not get fresh meat or food up
the Yangtsze. However, our boy was constantly on

the look-out, and picked up a fish or chicken or fresh

eges day by day. At some few places he got what

he called beef and mutton, which I was afterwards
told was really buffalo and goat; however, that :
didn’t matter—it was wholesome, and with: our

appetites we thought we never had eaten better beef
and mutton in our lives.

AH SAM

I 'bad one Chinese boy who acted as interpreter ;
he had been fourteen years in the British Navy, and
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, _:;a the g;reatest possxble service. He re]ot ‘ Ia-‘ |
“%h6 curious nanmie of Ah Sam! His worst fault was
 tfondness for drink, which, perhaps, he acquired 1n
our Navy; but he never took it until after his work
. was done at night. 'When I paid him off at Ichang
- T'urged him not to go ashore and waste his money,
~ but he arrived at Hankow with a broken head, got in
a drunken row. He again promised me that it should

i be the last time. T could have obtained for him a

capital situation on board the gunboat ¢ Woodcock ’
but for this failing. Wherever I travel, be it in
Asia, Africa, or America, I have had the invariable
. experience that if one treats the natives with reason-
able consideration they render good service. Asa
. rule truth, however, must not be expected.

CHIN-CHINNING JOSS

On the ‘kua-tza,’ every night after mooring the
- Lao-ta (skipper) did what is known as chin-chinning
his Joss.

The ceremony consists of vigorously beating a
gong and then firing crackers. It is an acknow-
' ledgment of protection afforded during the day,
and a tribute of respect paid in the hope of propitia-
ting and securing favour and help from their god
“during the next day. On the day we had done only
four miles 1 ventured to suggest that they should
chin-chin their Joss & second time, which they
promptly did, and, lo and behold ! we accomphshed
twelve and g half miles the next day.
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Lt WATER SUPPLY

~ The water of the river was thick and muddy, so
it was necessary to put it into large earthenware
vessels called kongs to settle. After that I had it
passed through a filter, and then we had lovely water
ag clear as crystal. ‘ ‘

ATTITUDE OF THE CHINESE

During the whole of my 3,200 miles up and down
the Yangtsze Valley I landed everywhere and moved
freely amongst the Chinese. I never met with in-
civility once, buf, on the contrary, with great courtesy
and politeness everywhere. At the rapids, where
hundreds of trackers are engaged, you would naturally
expect to find a rowdy element, but I saw no sign of
it. The people were curious, and if I was putting
down something in my notebook & crowd would
watch me write, and they would come and touch my,
to them, extraordinary-looking clothes. Scores, if
not hundreds, would accompany me in my walk
through a town or village.

OUR MYSTERIOUS VESSEIL

The whole population turned out at every town
and village to see our launch pass. A boat forging
her way up stream without a tow-rope, sail, or
rowers, was indeed & mystery and & wonder, When
we blew the steam-whistle many ran away, others
put their fingers in their ears, and the rest laughed
with: astonishment and delight,
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STONED o 4 TBIE OHINESE

At one place only had we anything in the na.ture
of an attack, and that was at the town of Wan-
. Hsien. Many thousands of Chinese were massed on
~a steep sandbank, against which we were moored,
when & quarrel arose between the shoremen who
. were coaling us and the boatmen of a sampan who
were bringing people4o see the launch. They firsh

spat in each other’s faces, and then seized hold of
| each other’s pigtails; whereupon the crowd took

gides, and in an instant showers of stones were flying
around the launch, smashing the engine-room sky-
light, cracking a port deadlight, and knocking a
corner off the after-compartment. I was sitting
writing in front of an open window facing the crowd,
but the windows on each side had the outside wooden
shutters up. Stones banged against these, but none
came in. Captain Plant took his Martini-Henry
and I my loaded revolver (in my pocket) on deck,
and after we appeared not another stone was thrown.
Sothe attack was clearly not directed against us, and
therefore not anti-foreign.

Qur red boatmen had arrested three of the riqters,
and tied them together by their pigteils. I untied
these in face of the crowd and sent them off. T after-
wards took five photographs of the people, and we
left the place without the slightest further sign of

Thostility.
WRECKS AND WRECKAGH ON THE YANGTSZE

In the course of our trip we found scores of
'gmashed-up junks on the rocks, and junks floating
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ér ‘goods, ting of kerosene oﬂ and boxes of other
goods floated past us daily. One junk had been

swept into the cleft of some rocks thlrty to forty

feet above the present level of the river, apparently

umnjured and another was left high and dry on a

sandbank forty or fifty feet up.

WEATHER

I had expected almost continuous sunshine and
no rain, but for twelve days we never saw the sun,

and during four nights it rained in torrents. Hor-

tunately, the days were free from rain, as the one
thing a Chinaman won't do is to work in even the
slightest rain. = Though dull it was not cold. The

greatest drawback to me was that I could not take

effective photogra,phs of the grand scenery through

‘which T was passing. The city of Chung- I&mm—my

destination—is said to be usually enveloped in haze,
if not in actual fog.

SUENERY
I must attempt-a brief description of the scenory
and of the character of the country.
For three miles above Ichang the river is about
three-quarters of a mile wide. VVhen Wwe reach- the

* Ichang gorge it suddenly narrows to 300-400 yards,

and goon grand and 1mpx'escnve, scenery surrounds us,
Perpendicular cliffs rise on each sids. There is no

towpath, and in the absence of a favourable wind

progress con only be made by working the yulohs
L i

(T
"



k wrs) ‘and by cla.Wlng the rock mth boabhooks

i Lxmestone is the principal rock, and it is quarried

~for building purposes. Some of the perpendicular
. faces of rock, peaks, needles, and square cliffs are
very fine. One pinnacle of limestone, almost like a
 miniature Matterhorn, is said to be 1,800 feet high,
_ whilst some huge cliffs, bleached white, are given by
 different authorities as 2,500 and 8,000 feet.
Picturesque houses—bamboo framework and walls,
and thatched with reeds and grasses—abound wher-
. ever a break in the gorge occurs. They are
smrounded by clumps of bamboos, orange and
pomola trees. The women and children were shy ;
whenever they saw me approsching they ran into
their houses and hid themselves. We saw some
lovely natural grottoes, with creepers gracefully over-
hanging, including Virginia creeper. Maidenhair
and other ferns and rock plants were growing luxu-
riantly.
‘ MONKEYS
At one place, where they depend on the Indian
- corn raised for food, we were told that a few weeks
before hundreds of monkeys had come down from
the mountaing and carried it all off.

LUKAN GORGE
Qur next great gorge was the Liukan, which at
points narrows to 450 yards, and extends about
three miles. The precipitous slopes, rising 2,500
 fegt, are clothed with brushwood wherever any soil
. can lodge. 'The strong silent current ran four or '
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rescue, a.nd we sa,ﬂed along merrlly ’I‘hé b

trackers and crew were dehghteﬂ as 1t ga,ve them';‘

‘pra.ctlca,lly @ holiday.

| e thind gxoat gorge was the M1tsang, whereh )
Lhe cliffs closed in, and the effect in the g,loa,mmg i
wag weird and impressive. 'We stuck in the gorge '
owing to a head wind, and could not move for hours.

il KWEI-CHOW -
The old city of Kwei-Chow was the first place of

. any size we reached, and is forty-one miles from

Ichang, Below and opposite to it the whirlpools

were strong and dangerous. I crossed the river in

the red boat to send & telegram (and, by the by, it

cost BHs. for geven words, though only an inland

message), and in refurning we were drawn into the

vortex of a whirlpool and went round and round.

We could not cross it, and with the greatest difficulty

got out again on the side on which we entered.

CHINESE COAL
A few miles beyond Kwei-Chow I found coal of
fair quality was being worked by tunnels into a
vertical seam two feet wide between two faces of

rock. Men were carrying it in baskets on their

backs down & ravine. The lumps were separated,

and the gmall was then converted into briquettes.

The process is to mix a proportion of loam with the

~coal, add water, and then knead the inass with the

bare feet. It is then pressed by hand into small
A
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| &nd set to dry
THE WUSHAN GORGE

. The Wushan gorge, halfway through which is
 the boundary between the Provinces of Hupeh and
Szechuan-—the point where we changed to the launch
~-ig no less than twenty miles long, but in some
places only 300 to 400 yards wide. 'When doing the
first part of the gorge in our houseboat, at places
where the cliffs rose perpendicularly on both sides
and the current was too strong for our rowers, the
red boat would take out a line 200 to 300 yards
ahead and fasten it to a projection of rock, then
those on board would draw the houseboat up stream
by bauling in the line. At other places the services
of our swimming trackers (Tai-wan-ti) were re-
quisitioned. Two or three of these are engaged for
every boat, They spend half their time naked as
Adam, veady to dive into the river to disentangle
towing ropes from rocks or to take out lines wherever
. needed. These men swim magnificently, and enjoy
the best of health, rarely taking cold. 'The water in
Wushan gorge is declared to be unfathomable. We
passed what looked like slate rock tilted vertically,
with partings every inch or so. The predominant
rock was hard limestone, but masses of granitic
rock and of black vitriolised slag were socattored
about with terribly jagged edges, making this a |
dangerous stretch of water to navigate. The gorge
continued narrow, and had high imposing cliffs on




THE STRAM-LAUNOH

: éfﬁ";ﬁwith\a. pathwa.y cr‘iﬁ:-‘in the ‘fa-cé of 4
700k,  On the right were triangular mountains,
Wlth rock faces of grey and red ochre shades of

cqlourmg,‘ riging up to not less than 2,000 feet;

‘then beyond were sheer cliffs 1,500 feet high, and a
pinnagle of rock 2,600 feet. Huge and beautifully
wooded ravines intersected these mountains right
and left. Without exception it was by far the
 grandest and most impressive river scenery I have
met with. All through, in every clett of the
rocks, scrubby bushes grew, furnishing green or
autumn-tinted foliage to relieve the bareness of the
rock slopes. At the end of the gorge is Wushan
Hgien, and this was my first sight of a Szechuan
tiown, |

TRANSHIPPING TO STEAM-LAUNCH

On the morning of October 18 we were glad
indeed to transfer ourselves, bag and baggage, into
the steam-launch ¢ Leechuen,” which my friend Mz,
Archibald Little had so kindly placed at my disposal.
Qur Lao-ta and all on board the ‘ kua-tza ' tried hard
to persuade us to goon in her; but I could not afford
the timne, and, besides, I wished to have the experience
of making the trip up to Chung-King by steam. « At

last they submitted gracefully to the inevitable, and, =

being consoled by & good present, did all they could

to facilitate an early start. We left amid salvoes of i
crackers for good luck and a multitude of chin-ching

from the Liao-ta and crew. We had 878 miles to
do--having covered only seventy-nine miles in nine



% in the houseboatmand thls we a,ccomphshed
' in nine days more, in spite of great dlfﬁcultles——bemg
an average of forty-two miles per day in the launch,
a8 compared with nine in the houseboat. The usual
time occupied is thirty to forty days, so my eighteen
were considered exceptionally good time,



CHAPTER IX |
THE VOYAGE UP THE YANGTSZE%cmztvin.ue?l

Wz could have done much better had the launch
been in good working order and suitable as regards
size, build, and steaming power. She had been m
‘the hands of Chinese engineers for two years, and

the engines were all to pieces. Her length was
only 45 feet, and tonnage 7% tons, and instead of
having water-tight compartments and being con-
gtructed of 8:16 mild steel, I found the shell was
1 inch of teak, and that a hole bumped in her
would mean being at the bottom of the river ina
few minutes. Worse than this, there was no donkey-
engine and no hand feed-pumps, whilst the feed-
pumps attached to the engine were insufficient to
keep the boiler properly supplied with water when
gteaming through difficult water at 175 lb. pressure.
At such times the water nearly disappeared from the
gauge glass, and we had to stop over and over again,

draw the fires, and refill the boiler by pouring water

through the steam-pipe. I suspect the danger of an
explogion wag frequently considerable, and as I sat in

the cabin writing, with my back to the boiler, I often

~wondered if it would buxst like & bomb. To make
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zﬁ Aaitters worse, the Juiixt of the main steﬁm—pipé 'nex! ‘
— 1" s boiler gave way, and we had no means of repairing

it To erown cll, the maximum speed proved to be
. only seven knots, so she had to be hauled over the
worst rapids in the same way as the hougeboat.
 Under these conditions our journey was an exciting
. one. 'We never knew from moment to moment that
& breakdown would not occur and strand us altogether.
 All we could do was to be on the alert constantly
and leave nothing undone to keep her going. Captain
Plant understood boilers and machinery thoroughly,
or we could not have reached Chung-King by steam.
Beveral times the launch heeled over, so that water
came into the engine-room and cabin, and once in &
rapid the hawsers had to be cut with a hatchet to
prevent her going down. In whirlpools we had her
careering all over, and occasionally she shied at a

| piece of stiff water and holted right round. We

fortunately had a splendid crew of ten men in the

red boat alongside, ‘or we could not have ventured
(0 continue our efforts. As it happened, we came
out of it safe and sound ; but knowing the river as 1
now do, and also the launch, I certainly could not be
mnduced to undertake the trip a second time in o
unsuitable a vessel. '

KWEI-CHOW-£U

The gorges proper end at Kwei-chow-fu, 108
‘miles from Ichang. This is an important prefectural
\city in a wide open valley. The Prefect and the

- Commander of the Military Forces called on me, and
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overhead with bamboo awning. I received a salute

of three guns on entering and leaving the Yamén, |
and the streets were lined with people. I was much,

struck with the fine physique of the inhabitants of
the Yangtsze Valloy generally, and of Szechuan

Province particularly. They are all well dressed, too,
. and have a distinct air of prosperity. Just ag our
launch was leaving there arrived alongside a most

generous present from the Prefect—a ham, a leg of
mutton, a chicken and & live duck, also boxes of

Chinese cakes, dried fish, and vermicelli-—which was

& most useful contribution towards replenishing our
larder. According to Chinese etiquette only one or
two of these offerings ought to have been accepted
and the rest 1etmned My boy retained them all !
When the river is low, holes are dug in the sand

near this oity, from which salt brine is dmvvn and G

then evaporated.

CHINESE OFFICIALS

At every place where we stopped the Mandaring
immediately called and offered me every assistance

i thelr power, Their politeness and grace of bears ‘

dfioted an escort of b et bcmts to aaccmpany ‘,\e s
10 Chung-King, T accepted one boat, but had her |
 manned with ten men instead of six, 30 ng to haye
them available ag trackers in case the launch broke .
down. When I returned the visits of the officials at Tt
the Yamén, I passed along comparatively clean streets
paved with large slabs of stone and lined with good s
Chinese shops. Some of the streets were cove ered o




they

; rmght be lookmg dow;n Wlth contempt upon the
“foreign devil.” Tt was, no doubt, the instructions of
the powerful Viceroy Chang Chih Tung that secured
me 80 much attention. Al

SZECHUAN ‘

W This magnificent province, with sixty millions of
prosperous, industrious people, through which the
rest of my journey lay, is full of interest. The
valley opened ount ; there were frequent bays on the
river, where, all surrounded by mountains of purple
colouring, one could imagine oneself among the
heather-clad hills of Scotland and on a Scottish loch.
This continued for hundreds of miles, and arose
from the pinkish-red colour of the soil, indicative, I
imagine, of the presence of iron., In place of lime-
stone and granite there were eroded masses of sand-
gtone everywhere, of the most varied forms-—cones,
crags, and pillars, sometimes three or four tiers rising
one above another. The country was better wooded
and bhad most fertile soil, every yard of which is
cultivated. The alluvial soil next the river is
ploughed deeply, and grows two crops a year, one
' being reaped in April or May, and the second one
later., Commodious picturesque homesteads are
gtudded everywhere, nestling in groves of bamboo,
cedars, and Tung-tsu (varnish-oil trees), with their

large and beautiful shining leaves. The houges are

white, with overbanging roofs, and the black wood
framework shows through at the gable ends and
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every appearance of peaceful happy homes in a land
of civilisation, and showed me how ignorant I had
been of China and the Chinese. Opium is largely
produced in Szechuan, and the poppy, with its dark |
green leaves and white, red, and purple tulip-like
flowers, makes the landscape gorgeousin the spring.
The sugar cane flourishes, and tobacco, tea, hemp,
~ beans, peas, millet, wheat, batley, indigo, and the
cagtor-oil plant are also grown. Among the fruits
are oranges, pomolas, persimmons, pomegranates,
melons, peaches, apricots, and walnuts. All kinds
of vegetables are produced in profusion. On the
principle of ‘our content being our best having,’
I should judge that these people are to be envied.
L am, however, told that extortionate and corrupt
officials often largely rob these industrious workers
of the fruits of their toil. This was practically the
character of the country for 850 miles from Kwei-
chow-fu to Chung-King.

ABSENCE OF BIRDS AND ANIMAL LIFE

One thing that struck me was the abgence of
wild birds and four-footed animals on the Upper
Yangtsze, and I never met any one who could explain
to me the why and the wherefore.

NOVEL DUCE-REARING

On the other hand, domestic fowls are very
numerous. I saw immense bands of ducks being
driven out by Chinamen, and it is very interesting

| ]ust hke a Swiss chalet They have, mdeed s
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e ahagés his troop He will turn fhom mto a.pa,ddy-’ ‘
/ feld with the growing rice, where they can feed at

iy ;:Ielsure on the smaller aquatic animals, and you see

| nothing but the quivering of the stalks of the paddy ;
but immediately he makes a peculiar call, or rattles
e spllt bamboo, out come some hundreds of these
intelligent creatures on the banks, and at his com-
mand file off with military precision to some other
feeding-ground.

GOLD

On some of the gravel beds of the Yangtsze they
wash the sand and shingle in rockers, and endeavour
to find and extract particles of gold, which they
believe is washed down from the mountaing of Tibet.
. The yield, however, is so small that only the poorest
people work at this laborious employment.

FENG-TU-CHENG

'\ 'We pasgsed several other towns on the way to
. Chung-King, to which I will not refer; buat the
' ancient walled city of Feng-tu,i.e. ¢ The Abundant
Capital,’ close to which is Tien-teze Shan, ¢ Mountain
. of the Son of Heaven,” must not be omitted. The
‘ Temple ig dedicated to the Emperor of the ¢ Yin,’ or
dead. Tt is celebrated over the whole eighteen
,provmces of China, as at every death the oﬂicia,ting
Taoist priest indites a despatch to the Tien-tsze,

duly addressed to Feng-tu-Cheng, notifying him of

‘the newcomer, This despatch is, however, not sent



GHUNG*KING

s idugh theterreetma.l post, but by the celestm,l b el
'. g burnt to ashes. I am mdebbed to Mr thtle L
for thm mforma.tmn v

ARRIVAL AT CHUNG-EING

- On the mommg of October 27 we were steaming
up past that portion of the city known as Kiang-
pei-ting, and only separated from Chung-King proper
by the Kia-ling River, which there flows into the
Yangtsze. Soon we were abreast of the imposing-look-
ing city, with its fine old walls built on sandstone cliffs
70 to 80 feet high. Several pagodas and many white
houses make the outside view of the city picturesque.
A lot of green mosson the sandstone indicated a very
damp climate. Beveral houses facing the river had
highly decorated fagades—black and gilt, with orna-
mental work of an elaborate and fantastic character.
The great river here, though nearly 1,600 miles from
the.gea, was not less than two-thirds of & mile wide
even at this low season. On the left bank stretched
a suburb with a range of conical well-wooded hills,
1,500 feet high, in the background. We were quickly
moored at that side, close to Mr. Archibald Little's

' hong, and received a cordial welcome from his agent,
Mz. Nicholson. The terrace in front of the house com-

. manded a fine view of the city and of two reaches of
the river. I obtained some exercise by climbing up
1,500 feet to call on the English Consul at his hill
bungalow.

The British Consulate in Chung-King is a dilapi-

dated insanitary old Chinese house, overrun with
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and “Sﬁrrouﬁdéd‘iﬁy‘ ﬁlth“,‘ b it ‘..\i‘é.sli‘f.tlé wo :
: the British representative escapes to the hills.

' The French and the United States have splendxd new

 Consulates. Seeing the great influence that thissort

| | of thing hason Orientals, it is false economy to have
| let twenty years elapse since this place was made a
. Mreaty Port without putting our Consul in a position

to represent us suitably.

I was invited to be the guest of Mr. Davidson, of
‘the Friends’ Migsion, but met him unexpectedly,while
_ on his way to Shanghai to see his brother, who had
been seriously injured by the Chinese, off to England.
In his absence I stayed with Mr. Nicholson.

. Chung-King is » huge town with a population of
400,000, and narrow, crowded, and picturesque streets.
We rested two days, prep%ra,tory to the return
journey.



CHAPTER X

A RECOBD JOURNEY IN THE IN’I’JJ:I&IOR

I BAVE now returned in safety from the interior of

China, having accomplished a journey of 8,200 miles
over her greatest inland waterway in about half the i
time usually occupied.

THE POLITICAL AND COMMERCIAL SITUATION IN

] SZECHUAN

Before describing my return journey I wish to
vefer briefly to the political and commercial situation
in the great populous and most western province of
China, Szechuan.

T'he inhabitants are exceptionally prosperous, and
the volume of trade is likely to increase phenome-
nally, We have an agreement with France, of
- January 1896, in which each nation pledges itself
to use its best offices to obtain for the other greater
facilities to trade in Yunuan and Szechuan on
equal terms and conditions. 1 find, however,
that France has entirely disregarded that agree-
ment; that she is energetically seeking not only
exclusive rights and privileges for herself, but also
to prevent our obtaining similar advantages. France
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‘,J;a&cme, a,nd the Whole provmce is covered by mlssmns‘ j
under Fren(,h Jesuit pmests, who, whilst they are
| very successful in their mission work, also give
inyelunble assistance to their countrymen by the
commercial, geological, and political information
they convey to them. The power and influence of

 the fathers with the Chinese are immense. They

. have made a geological survey of the whole province,
and the French Government are demanding from the
(Chinese Government the exclusive right to work
minerals in six of the richest districts as compensa-
tion for attacks made upon their missionaries.

: The French have also a considerable number of
engineers surveying in order to ascerfain the best
milway route from the colony of Tonquin through
Yunnan into Szechuan. They are actively engaged
in constructing the southern part of this line, and
have already railway material on the ground for

| continuing it northwards. The French Government
are determined, apparently, to thus tap the trade of
South-west China ahead of us in the hope not of
gharing with but of excluding us.

On the other hand, instead of having begun to

" build a railway from British Burma to Chung King
on the Yangtsze two years ago, as a question of high
imperial policy——not only as & counterpoise to the
Russian  Siberian-Manchurian and Trans-Caspian
Radlways, but also to safeguard British commercial
interests in South-west China—Her Majesty's

Government have folded their arms and done nothing.



ga,te &nd determme the most pra,ctma,ble route. This
. neglect to secure us an equal opportumty to trade in
the greatest undeveloped market in the world will
geriously hinder the prosperity and well- being of the 1
‘British people in the future. :

BRITISH (ONSUL AT CHUNG KING

We had an admirable and energetic representative
in Mr. Litton, and because he was exceedingly active
he was recalled. In short, British interests, whethex
political or commercial, in South-west China are
being disregarded by our Government, composed,
as it unfortunately is, too largely of men who are
ignorant of the trade requirements of the country.

HOW A (HINAMAN OVERREACHED HIMSELE

We had a pilot on the launch up to Chung
King who thought he was indispensable, and
actually demanded 200. in advance b€fore he would
start on the return trip of three days. To his
surprise we told him his services were not required,
and to clear out. We got a much better man, who
was more than satisfied with 10s. a day. The fixst
man was then willing to go for even less, but I
refused to re-engage him.

UNPUNCTUALITY, OF CHINAMEN

Chinamen have no idea of punctuality, Our new
pilot was to be on board at 5 A.m. on October 29, but
M



not come untﬂ 7 30, a.nd then wag surpnsea tﬁﬁﬁ ,

i thought he was late. We got under way at'f\:“‘
. once and started down strearn with the hearty good i

 byes of a group of Chung-King Kuropean residents

. sounding in our ears. At 5.30 we moored at Kao-

. Kia-Tcheng, having done in ten hours what took us
. ‘thirty-four hours’ steaming in going up. !

SIN-1'AN, OR NEW RAPID
. The next day we had to shoot the Sin-t’an, or
New Rapid, where the whirlpools were terrific. We
were tossed to and fro like a cork, and but for Capt.
Plant's splendid steering the chances of our striking
a rock would have been very great. At the end of
the second day we had done in twenty hours’ steam-
ing what nimty gix hours were requi‘red to ac-
complish in the journey up.
The following day, in passing Kwei-Chow-fu, 1
called on the Prefect and took him a present of
English biscuits, tinned fruits, &c., which seemed to
please him very much.
. Weswept down the gorges and various rapids at a
high speed. This was the only way to prevent
| swerving out of the main channel on to the rocks.
At the Niu Kan-t'an Whirlpool we were drawn
in and heeled right over, so that the water came into
the cabin and engine-room. For a moment, as the
launch hung in the balance, I thought we were
' going under ; then she righted herself, and the danger
| was over.
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'I‘HE YEH-"[‘AN BAPID

g shot the Yeh-t'an Rapid, i Was running
\thlrteen to fourteen knots, at not less than eighteen
or nineteen knots. The water was very rough: big
waves were rolling in the main’ current, not" only
‘down stream, but eddies and currents brought cross-
waves curling towards us from each side. There

were more than two hundred big junks waiting

below the rapid uatil it moderated, and it was fool-
hardy on our part to shoot it in a little launch only
forty-five feet long. However, before we knew =
where we were, or had any time to think, we were
in it, surrounded by surging, rolling waters. Our
safety lay in keeping the launch right in the centre
of the main current. Any swerving to one side, and
we should have been rolled over and over. Fortu-

nutely we went straight through, soaked to the skin,

but not any the worse otherwise. It was indeed an
exciting experience and a hazardous venture. Qur
red boat did not fare so well. She was chucked right:
up into the air, and smacked back on to the water
repeatedly, until she was liberated by both her tow
ropes snapping off like pieces of thread. Luckily,
both gave way at once, or we might have dragged
her under. ‘We lost her protection in cage we came
to grief.  Beyond a bruised hand, no one was
injured. We had to get through a series of strong
whirling ‘pieces of water opposite and just below
Kwei-Chow, and were rushed out of our course in
a somewhat alarming fashion. = Our difficulties were
then over. ‘
M
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| THE QUICKEST TRIP ON REGORD |,
At 9.30 on November 1 we reached Ichang,
‘having done the 457 miles from Chung King to
Ichang in thirty-one hours’ steaming. This is the
quickest trip on record, I am told.

FIRST PASSAGE DOWN RAPIDS AND WHIRLPOOLS
BY STEAM

‘What was more gratilying to me was the fact
that I had made the first passage downstream by
steam power. My. Archibald Little was the first
to go up by steam and I the second. Everybody
was astonished to see us back at Ichang so soon.

ICHANG TO HANKOW

The next day I left Ichang for Hankow on Her
Majesty's gunboat ‘ Woodeock.! Captain Watson
was good enough to allow me to go down with him
in order that I should not be stranded for a week
. waiting for a steamer. Curiously enough, we reached
Hankow 1n thirty-one hours’ steaming-—376 miles—-
80 that I had done 838 miles from Chung-King
in sixty-two hours. The weather wag cool and
bracing, and, fortunately, the mosquitoes had
vanished. I find the ‘ Woodeock’ and ¢ Woodlark ’
are not suitable for navigating the upper Yang-
teze, and will try and ascertain at home who is
responsible for the blunder. The plates are less than

< one-eighth of an inch in thickness instead of three-
sixteenths; the speed only eleven, whereas it shouldbe
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HIHD kn knots ; amd they ought to be paddlemheelem ‘
and not twin-screw boats. The paddles are most

useful to steer with if the boat fails to answer to her =

‘helm. To be of any real service gunboats sent to
patrol the npper Yangtsze must be able to go any-
where at any time-—no matter what the state of the
river may be—and if built on the lines I have indi-
cated they could do it.
, Not an hour’s delay should take place in carry-
ing out the Government’s pledge in regard to this
matter. Mr. Little will have a cargo steamer on the
river early next year, and it will, n all prol)a,bi}.fity,
need protection. It will take a long time to acquire
accurate knowledge of the river, and it is unpardon-
able that the ‘Woodcock’ and ¢ Woodlark ' should
not have been allowed to gain all possible knowledge
and experience of it during last yesr. If the Govern-
ment’'s policy of drift continues, we shall be fore-
stalled by the Japanese or the Germang. The latter
are building two boats to run with cargo on the upper
reaches of the river. ‘,
I was two days in Hankow and then returned
direct by steamer to Shanghai.



CHAPTER XI
SHANGHAI TO HONG KONG

I err Bhanghai on November 14, on the French
mail steamer ‘ Sydney,’ bound for Hong Kong. I
found on board an absence of organisation, order,
discipline, and cleanliness, in striking contrast to
what 18 usual on a large British passenger steamer,
Captain Aubert was most courteous : he gave me the
seat of honour at his right hand, and did much to
make me bear more patiently the general discomfort
on board.

- The one redeeming feature of the ‘ Sydney’ was
her steadiness in a heavy gale. On the second day
the north-east monsodn developed into almost &
hurricane, just when we were in a dangerous part of
the Straits of Formosa. The Straits are only sixty

to eighty miles wide, and have the coast of China on
one side and the island of Formosa on the other, and
ingide Formoga are the dangerous rocky Pescadores
Islands, lying right in the Straits. It was on one of
thege that the P. and O. passenger steamer ¢ Bokhara’ -
struck and foundered seven or eight years ago, only
two passengers being saved. Amongst the passengers
were thirteen members of a cricket team, who had

' been up to Shanghai to play a match.



bl th the vv:md behmd us. The S0t simply boﬂod i
‘ around us owing to many shallows, but not having

to face the gale we did not ship any of the huge
rolling seas. We passed Her Majesty's cruiser =
¢ Bonaventure’ going northwards and pitchingz i

,te:mbiy :
The third day the sea had moderated, and in the :

afttarnoon we arrived safely at Hong Kong,

‘ ENTRANCE TO HONG KONG !
The Captain asked me to go on to the bridge,

80 s to see more of the entrance to the harbour. It
is & natrow winding channel between bare rocky
islands. The town is situated on the north side of
the island, and has the precipitous but luxuriantly
wooded slopes of the rocky peak rising about 1,800
foet behind i, whilst in front is a fine expanse of
deep water. A number of men-of-war, including

soveral British, lay at anchor; also many large

ocean-going steamers; whilst a multitude of junks,
| steam-launches, and other boats were moored in all
directions. The scene was lively and impressive.
ITY OF HONG KONG |
The palatial-looking buildings of granite and
brick lining the sea-front and rising tier above tiex
up the hill, together with the considerable nuraber
crowning the very summit of the peak, form a
handsome city, almest unique as regards beauty of
. gituation and surroundings. It wasg indeed refresh-

)
\
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Ae Hiter my dmppomtment in other pa,rts of Chls .
£ gaze on this fine possession of the British nation
away in the Far Hast, and to realise that here, at
any rate, one might feel proud to bean Englishman,
The climate here at this season of the year is per-
fect, and at the Hon. J. J. Keswick’s, 1,700 feet
above the sea, I had in cool bracing air and a perfect
flood of sunshine a most delightful and beneficial
rest after all the hard travelling I had done. It is
only after hard work that rest can really be enjoyed.

The views from the peak to the south and
west of Rocky Islands, with intervening winding
waterways of the loveliest shades of blue, were
exquisite under the brilliant sunshine, and some of
the sunsets were gorgeous.

From the signal station we looked down on the
town and barbour, and at night myriads of lights
—for every craft, large or small, is compelled to
show lights—made a gay and brilliant scene.

The population is about a quarter of a million,
and both the trade and the city are growmg rapidly.
It ig one of the most prosperous places in the world.
The shipping inwards and outwards 1s estimated
to carry produce and goods worth fifty millions
sterling every year. I called on the Governor (Sir
Henry Blake) and had an interesting talk,

: ADMIRAL SEYMOUR

I next went on board our first-class battleship
the ‘Centurion’ to pay my respects to the Com-
mander-in-chief on the Pacific Station, Admiral Sir



&1'(1 Seymour W Iunched wﬂ:h bim thé next* i
' day in order to have a quiet chat over what has
‘ tecently oceurred, and also to ascertain his views of
the present situation in China. Admiral Seymonr

is a splendid type of man, and but for the fact that
neither he mnor our Minister in Pekin has been
allowed any liberty of action whatever by the
amthorities at home, our position out here would
have been very different indeed from what it is
to-day,

; KAU-LUNG

Acrogs the bay to the north lies Kau-Liung, and
behind it the new concession recently acquired by
the British. Our territory is little but rocky sterile =
mountains, and the line of frontier——a river which in
parts can be stepped across—the worst possible. I
. was accepted in spite of the urgings of men on the
. spot, military and civil, when the slightest firmness
would have secured & fine mountain barrier a little
faxther north. 'We occupied Sam Chun beyond the
frontier, when the taking possession of our ground
was opposed, and this gave us a healthy camping
ground which we nrgently needed.

5

BEVACUATION OF SAM CHUN

To the disgust of everybody at Hong Kong,

. instructions came out recently to evacuate thig place.
It is said our home authorities ordered this to assist
the Chinege Grovernment in resisting some aggressive
demands on the part of the French ; if so, it was a
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NQma. ifless samrxﬂce, as the French ha.d everythmg they
i akead for conceded ‘within ten days after our w1th—- ‘

| drawal. As it stands, it is very doubtful Whether the_ ‘
il ,‘Kau-Lung extension is of much value,

PUBLIC GARDENS

The Public Gardens at Hong Kong are laxge and
well kept. Brilliant tropical flowers abound, and
the luxuriant growth of ferns and palms provides
many a cool retreat from the burning sun.

HAPPY VALLEY

The numerous cemeteries—Roman Catholie, Pro-
testant, Parsee, Mohammedan, and Chinese-—are
situated in Happy Valley, three miles from the town
with perfectly lovely surroundings, and are full of
flowers, ferns, and palms.

RAILWAYS

There is no railway into the interior from the

Kau-Liung Hxtension, and though a concession

. bas been got to build one to Canton, I find it will
not be proceeded with except in connection with the
Canton-Hankow Line, for which the Americans are
vainly trying to get a properly ratified contract
from the Chinese Government. All confidence has
been, for the present, destroyed by the way in which
our Government allowed the Russian Government to
ride roughshod over the British investor in regard to
the Newchwang Fxtension Railway.



’ WEST RI'VEE EXPEDI’I’ION e

the Wa.tetwa.y from Hong Kong to %ubh-wea,t' i
thma is the West River, and to ex;,lorp this T lefh
i Inasma,ll steamboat, the * Samshui,' on November 20, |
i towmg: a 380-ton barge alongside, for Wuchan, 255[ i
‘ mxles from Hong Kong, :
W

PIRACY ON THE WEST RIVER

. 'We had about 800 Chinese passengers crowded on o
. the main deck, and the question was whether, in view

of the numerous and repeated acts of piracy on the Wi
West River recently, there might not be among them

forty or fifty men armed with revolvers and knives

having the intention of seizing the bth Neax one'

pla,ce, Kumchuh which we had to pass in the night,
a band of pirates had captured a British-owned

steamer ten days before. After ransacking the ‘

. passengers’ baggage and the ship’s cargo, they com-
‘pelled the crew, at the point of the revolver, to
navigate the steamer so as to enable them to seize o
large junk, from which they took 2,000 taels in gold
and a quantity of silk. Though our gunboats are
said to be patrolling the West River, no effort had
been made to punish the perpetrators of this outrage.
T expected the pirates, thus emboldened, might hold
~ us up, especially as the only two gunboats of any '
' use had gone up the river to escort Prince Heury of
 Prussia to Wuchau. We placed two Sikhs with
 loaded rifles at the stairway leading up from the
. main deck ; the captain and officers all had nflesand
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#5 olvers handy; and most of us slept with our
. revolvers under our pillows. However, the mght ‘
pa.ssed quietly, and in the early morning we dis-
charged our crowd of Chinese, and were able to;
relax our precautions.

STUCK ON A SANDBANK

'We were unfortunate in running hard fast on a
sandbank only a few hours from Wuchau, and it was
only after eight hours’ detention that we were hauled
off by another steamer, which came to the rescue.

WUCHAU

We reached Wuchau, an ordinary Chinese town
of 50,000 inhabitants, situated on a low bank cloge
| to the river, which rises fifty feet in summer and drives
the majority of the people to the upper stories of
their dwellings. The river Fu Zo enters the West
River close by : it is clearand green in contrast with
thereddish-coloured West River. Steam launchescan
go some distance up the Fu Zo, by which a consider-
able trade is done with Kwei-lin, the capital of
Kwang-si,. The country around Wuchau and up the
Pu Zo is fertile. It is an ancient city—a portion
enclosed by walls dates back to 592 A.D., and a stﬂ}
more ancient city prmeded it.

I had intended going on from Wuchau 319 miles
further to Nanning-fu, and thence across country to
Liangson, where I should have got rail to Hanoi, the
capital of Tonquin—now annexed by the French-—
but I found it would, owing to the low state of the
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~pecupy more fime tha,n i cou}d venﬁm'e to 2Ny, |

" would meet, I had the good fortune to have all the
information collected by a most capable traveller—
M, Sheppard, who had just completed a journey of

investigation right up to Pose, which is 256 miles

‘beyond Nanning-fu-—placed at my disposal, and this

reconciled me to the abandonment of the trip.

CHARACTER OF THE COUNTRY

éw of the uncertmnty 88 to when Parliament i

The country we passed through between Hong |

Kong and Wuchau was less densely populated than
I expected, and not rich agriculturally, We saw
several fairly large towns, however, and though the
. land next the river iy by no means uniformly fertile,
- & good deal is fairly so, and, as it is the water highway
to very important regions beyond, our just right to
haye an equal opportunity to trade on the West
River along with other nations ought to be upheld.

NANNING-FU

. Nanning-fu, which wag declared by Her Majo%ty 8
Government to he opened as a treaty port in Fe-
 bruary 1899, and claimed by them as agreat diplomatic

achievement, is not yet opened ; and, if it weve, the
Inland Waters N avigation Laws in force are such

as would render it of little value. 'The Government o

announced that they had concluded an agreement,
under which British shlps would be able to take
 British goods to every riverside town and station in
China,



Uil remain in force restrlctmg the tmdmg oﬂ Bnt;sh’ i
1 stea.mers to the very limited number of treaty ports,
' and debarring them from loading or discharging goods
‘at intervening stations. This materially  lessens

| their chance of getting full cargoes and bl

profitable business. It operates so adversely that
_ steamers put on to run between Canton and Wuchau
. axe to be taken off again.

: SUBNERY
. 'The scenery of the West River was spoilt for me
by the finer character of that of the Yangtsze, but
. we passed several pretty bits of picturesque well
- wooded country, and one gorge several miles long
had hills of a sort of sandstone, but largely grass-

b covered, msmgv up to 1,500 feet in places on both

‘sides of tiie river, There was also a fine rock 1,410

* . feet high, close to the river, known as the Monk's

Head, and very much resembling one.

LEPERS
. Liepers are very numerous in this distriet, and are

employed to keep bamboo poles fixed at various points
in the river to indicate the channel, Tt was sad to

see some of the poor creatures; but, Chinese-like,

they did not appear to think anything of it.

. BOAT LIFE ON THE WEST RIVER
‘ Millions of people live in boats in China. = Can-
ton and the West River are specially noticeable in
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aépebﬁl One mfﬁ~ . Ohmese stem~whee‘
- paddle-boat—interested me. The paddle is worked |
 from inside bhe stern by foot, Juast hlie 8 tleada i

i vtzmll

. Another boatvery common here ig ca,lle&a shppm
"boa»t from its resemblance in shape to a slipper.

The speed at which the natives scull’ ther is won-

derful. :

NOVEL METHOD OF SHOO’I‘ING

A novel method, employed on the West River, of
getting at birds is to build a bhamboo hut on & rock
in the river and place cleverly made artificial birds
on the top of this, and here and there around if.
The sportsman hides himself inside the shelter, and
unsuspecting birds fly over and light on the rock,
when they are easily shot. "

PAWNSHOPS

In South China pawnshops are used to an extent
undreamt of at home. They are huge, high, SquALe
buildings, quite the prominent feature in every town
_ orvillage. People deposit not only their valuables,
but in summer their winter, and in winter their
‘ stmmer, clothing, and get advances on them. These
pawnbrokers also act as bankers. -

STRANDED AGAIN

We had not left Wuchaa two hours on the return
journey when we stranded on a sandbank, and bhere
we remained 16} hours. After two steamers with



) o‘ a small 'Chiuese‘ steamboat bound direet fmﬂ\"“
; Canton. We had to go via Kumchuk, the plmtm :
: stronghold and as the gunboat ‘Bandpiper’ had

: . gone to b&nton with Prince Henry of Prussia, the

‘torpedo destroyer was down river, and the ‘Tweed '
was useless, T could not help thinking we might be
‘ attacked cespecially as we had to thread our way
. through narrow crecks from Kumchuk to Canton.
- 'We had no Sikhs, and only the captain and I had
. revolvers, so that we were not in a position to repel
" n serious attack. We kept awake till daylight, but
again escaped molestation,

CANTON ‘ i
My visit to the large and prosperous city of
Canton with its land and water population variously
estimated at from one to two millions was DIOSE
interesting, It is situated on the Chu-Kiang, or Peaxl
River, and is the capital of Kwang Tung, the pro-
vinee of China forming the hinterland of our posses-
sion Hong Kong. Hong Kong is really the port of
Canton and of Kwang Tung generally. The earliest
traders with Canton were Arabs and Portuguese, then
Dutch, and lastly English. The old city is encloged by
walls 22 to 40 feet high, five miles in circumierence,
and the suburbs extend five miles along the river.
Canton is on a perfectly flat plain with only one or
 two slight elevations within the walls to the north.
' Mhere aro s number of trees, and the houses are
solidly built—excellent bricks and brickwork-—-and
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: 'ramuenesa of the clty The natrow st;reets are pa,ved G
 with large slabs of rock, and are a scene of the
' grea;test animation. The natives are dirtier than in
- many other parts of China——that impression being
increased by their dark clothing—but they are more
active and have more go and intelligence than in
most other provinces.  '

They are anti-foreign, and as we passed along the
streets the cries of ‘foreign devil’ and ‘kill him’
were frequently hurled at us, but really meant
nothing serious. Mr. Dewstoe, a Wesleyan mission-
ary, took me round, and we met with an indication
of anti-foreign sentiment on the part of the children.
* We v1/31ted the five-story pagoda, from which we
bad & grand view right over the city. In proceed-
ing along the city wall we were followed by a crowd
of boys, who first contented themselves with howling
at us and then took to stone-throwing. = One
striking me on the foot, we turned and went for
them, whereupon they fled.

TEMPLE OF 600 GENII

‘We went over the Temple of the 500 Grenii, = The
figures are gilded over, and each is dissimilar. There
is great variety of expression, and some are very
natural.  Curiously, one of them is pointed out, and
you are told he is Marco Polo. We also visited the
Temple of the Emperor, where I photographed three
huge gilded gods.

N



'I‘HE EXAMINATION RABL

L Our next object of interest was the huge Ex&nﬂn&-‘ i

‘tlon Ha.il where thousands are examined ab once

. every three years. There are long rows of celly
| where each student is isolated to do hig work. These i
examinabions are usua.lly gone in for in the hope ofa
| successful pass ensuring an official position, bat the
. passion of Chinamen fo be in the ranks of the
"lltemm causes old men of eighty years of age to
_enter the lists. Itoften happens that a grandfather,
father, and son go in for the same examination,

TRADE OF CANTON

Qilk and tea are the staple trades of Canton,
Bmbroidered silks, blackwood furniture, and carved
ivory are specialities. I spent some time in vi siting
the varioug workshops,- and the fascination of

| Canton—despite the smells—grew upon me. The
merchants and shopkeepers are excellent business
men and very independent: they never press you to
buy, but you may take or leave anything as yon
eloct.  Canton imports a quantity of English piece
goods and other general household requisites. i

BOATWOMEN

Thousands of boatwomen pull houseboats and
large satopans : they are bright little women, and
evidently very muscular, judging by the ease and
speed with which they propel their craft. They are-
all more or less decorated with jewellery, \



| WATERWAYS

Csmton is surronnded by a pufect mbyrmth of .
Waterways, especially towards Hong Kong and
branching south-west and west. The country be-
tween the Pearl River and West River is splendidly
fertile, and so dense is the population that large
quantities of rice hfwe to be imported for then’

sustenance.
1 veturned to Hong Kong on s.s8. ¢ Hankow.’

DUCK BREEDING
We passed duck-breeding places. The ducks are

taken down the river in boats with large projecting

decks on each side on which they sleep, each duck
in its own bunk. They go ashoreto feed and are
recalled by & whistle or a particular call from fhe
duck-keeper. A gangway is put out, and they maxch
on board direct to their respective sleeping-places.

AT HONG KONG AGAIN

On my return from Canton I had six more days ab
Hong Kong. Ispent the time in having interviews
with men able to give accurate information, including
the Grovernor, Sir Hy. Blake, Mr. Liockharf, Colonial
Secretary, Colonel The O’'Gorman (who occupied our
Kau-Lung Extension), Mr. Francis (Chaixman of the
China Assoc.), Mr. Wilcox (Secretary of the Chambex
of Commerce), Sir Thomas Jackson (Manager of the
Hong Kong and Shanghai Bank), Mr. Wildman
(American Consul), and many others,

N8
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1. ANDREW'S DAY Bty

b i

I recelved an invitation to attend the 8t. Andrew ki

i Da.y Ball, the greatest social function of the year. T

. went and found a brilliant assembly of fully 1,000
. people, The success did great credit to the less
' gerious side of Scotch character. ‘

VISIT TO KANG-YU-WET

I paid a visit to Kang-yu-Wei, the Chinese re-
former whose life the British saved, and who had
then recently returned from Japan,

1 found him at the top of a house with two Sikhs
on guard below. He is living under British protec-
tion, but dare not go out for fear of being kidnapped
by the Chinese. He isa young man of thirty-five or
forty, speaks with brightness, animation, and infelli-
gence, but does not strike one as possessing that -
~ force of character or commanding ability calculated
to make him a powerful leader of men. He is loyal
to the doposed Emperor, and says that the Dowager
Bmpress is in the hands of Russia, and that any
statement that she is anti-Russian and in favour of
reform is untrue, and only made to throw dust into
the eyes of opponents. He thinks the party of
veform in China is strong if only they had an oppor-
tunity of demonstrating it. He regards Jung Lm,
the head of the Chinese army at Pekin, as at present
all-powerful.
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had an unclouded sky every day, and a cool
_north-east monsoon steadily blowing.

On Baturday, December 2, I left in the splenchd
6,000-ton mail steamer ‘Annam’ (French) for Sa,lgon
the capital of French Indo-China.



CHAPTER XII

FAREWHLL TO CHINA

' ON leaving Hong Kong I bade farewell to China, .
where I had learnt and seen, in three and a half
months of travel and inquiry, much that was
novel and interesting, and where T had gathered
commercial and political information from the men
on the spot, which I hope will prove of use to me in
wy efforts to promote the upholding and extension
of British trade in the Far East.

1 shall never be able to repay the European resi-
dents for their generous and hearty hospitality, or

. for all they did to facilitate the objects of my visit.

T have also warmly to acknowledge the invariable
‘courtesy and willingness to_give all possible assist-
ance on the part of Chinese officials in every city
and district through which I passed in the course of
1y extended journey. It is largely due to the help
I received on all bands that in so short a time I have
traversed over 5,000 miles on the inland waterways

~ of China, and also visited most of the great centres
of eommerecial and political interest throughout the
Bmpire., T desire in no sense to pose as an authority
on China, but rather as one im possession of the



# from the best-informed men on the spot.
 To me it has been an educational trip of con-
siderable value, and I have pursued the task I
imposed upon myself with zest and satisfaction.

FRENCH INDO-CHINA |
Now I will give some account of my visit to
Saigon, the capital of French Indo-China, which is
gitnated in Cochin-China. The s.8. ‘ Annam’ was &
top-heavy boat, and she rolled tremendously, though
the north-east monsoon was not blowing unusually
strong ; writing was impossible. 'We had a cogmo-
politan lot of passengers, though only forty in
number—FHrench, Germans, Russians, Swiss, Ameri-
cans, Fnglish, Japanese, and Chinese.

SAIGON AND CHOLON

We reached the mouth of the SBaigon River in
~about thirty-four hours, and had to go fitty miles up
it before we reached Saigon. On looking out I could
have imagined myself in France. The style of the
place is purely French. There are boulevards with
avenues of trees and cafés and fine public buildings.
It is the French military centre, and has extensive
yards and departments in connection with the dif-
ferent branches of their military and naval forces.
There are 1,000 French soldiers and a large force of
Annamites under French officers. The town is
built on a flat marghy plain, and the climate is deadly.
The heat was great and mosquitoes simply swarmed.
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14 vas amusing to see hundreds of lizards clm" Ao
the tops of verandahs and the ceilings of ;coomsfi‘

A busxly engaged in killing off mosquitoes.

1 visited the public gardens and zoological ga,r&ens i

i combmed which are fine, and contain a grea,t Va.mety

of tropical trees and plants. :
‘ I drove out five miles to Cholon—a new Chmese
town-—bhehind a pair of the tiniest Burmese ponies,
‘which got over the ground very rapidly. The
Hrench have made most excellent roads in and around
Baigon. Cholon is laid out with broad well-made
streets, kept perfectly clean, but the houses were
poor. I called on Dock Phu, the Prefect, who
showed me his large collection of carved and inlaid
work and other curios. He is a rich man, but with
ill-gotten gains, obtained from the French as a
reward for the assistance he gave them in taking
possession of his country.

FRENCH INDO-CHINA AND THE PROTECTIVE

SYSTEM |
/. The French possessions in the East, known as
French Indo-China, comprise Cochin-China, taken
1857-60; Annam, added subsequently; a protec-
torate over Cambodia ; also the province of Tonquin,
forcibly taken from under the protection of China.
The population of the whole is probably about ten
millions.  The native race, except in Tonquin, is
Annamite. They are a dirty, lazy, and ignorant
 people, much inferior to the Chinese. | (ochin-
China is a rich rice-growing country, and has alarge
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Iis fol revenue over expendlmre, despite its ax@L
- ¢bly paid French officials. 'Thero are deficits
in Cambodm, Annam, and Tonquin, Whmh are more gl
than met by Cochin-China, L

To show what happens wherever Franee gaing

eontrol over terxitory, and nnposes her protective
‘system, we have an object-lesson in connection with
her Indo-Ching. In1885 no lessthan seven-eighths -
of the imports came from England, Germany, and
Pwitzerland, but owing to duties put on in favour of
France, and ranging up to as high as 50 per cent.,
three-fourths of the imports now come from Fra,noe
and only one-fourth from the rest of the world.
Does not this show that my strong warnings as to
‘the absolute necessity of our firndly maintaining our
just and equal right to trade in Szechuan, Yuunan,
Kwang-si, and Kwang-tung are well founded ? That
France is working ng,ht and main to acqun‘a pre-
dominant, influence in those great and rich provmceb

s
t<.3

of China, with a view to ultlma,te annexation, ig

undoubted. Should she be allowed to accomplish
her designs, then good-bye to British trade in those
_regions also.

FRENGH ACTIVITY AND BRITISH INACTIVIRY

France is pushing her railways up both towards
Yunnan, with the ultimate intention of penetrating
to the rich province of Szechuan, and also up to

Nanning-fu, on the West River. She is building

three river gunboats to patrol the West River ; and
instead of playing at the repression of piracy, as we
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\ domg, she will proba.bly mdroatly use piraticar
attacks as & pretext for entering into military ocoupas
tion of the country. Meantime, our Government
pursues its policy of humiliation and drift, allowing -
France to disregard the treaty of 1896 without s
protest, and making no genuine attempt to come to
an understanding which would secure the equitable
and reasonable rights of both nations.

CLIMATE OF SAIGON

How bad the climate of Saigon must beis seen by
the enormous hospital, with 1,500 beds for Europeans
only. It was nearly full at this the healthiest
geason of the year, though the European population
18 not over 10,000, Dysentery is the prevailing epi-
demic. They have four resident and eight visiting
doctors, a Pasteur Institute, and Dr, Simon is theyre
studying the plague. Their infectious wards are

L steel frames filled in with bamboo, which is burnt

_ after each case. They have no trained nurses, but
 Bisters of Mercy undertake the work of nursing.
There is a hospital for natives. The French deserve
. the highest credit for the excellence of their hospital
arrangements. ‘
We took on board twenty-five French military and
navalofficersat Saigon, and Isaw signs of their virulent
anti-Fnglish feeling. They simply gloated over the
‘British reverses in the Trangvaal, taking care o talk
loudly about them when Englishmen were near, and
the word ‘ Fashods ' was frequently brought in.
‘They hate us with a petty sort of hatred, and are



A slmwmn snmmmms L
iz ) under a &emre tohave a g0 at I!ts, whmh thh
3 .;,,A.ﬁ feel able to gratify. There is little doubt

that the possibility of an attack on England by
~ Hrance has been much lessened by their determina-

tion to let nothing interfere with the success of the ek

Paris Exhibition.

- The steamer was well fitted, but we were trea,tad
like a lot of children. The French are steeped in
red tape—rules, regulations, and officialism-——to the
most absard extent. They will not oblige you in the
smallest matter if contrary to some rule. T never
wish to travel on a French boat again, and but for
the indifference of our P. and 0. Co. in not putting
on up-to-date boats, and plenty of them, it would not
be. necessary. ;

In the early morning of December & we
quietly steamed into the harbour of Singapore,
situated on the island of that name, and a possession
of the British Crown. Itis the chief town of the
Malay Peninsula under British rule.

On landing at Singapore I was shocked to ﬁnd
that the Governor, to whom I had a letter of intro-
~duction from Mr. Chamberlain, had just been buried.
On Wednesday he presided at a meeting of the
Council, and on Friday he was under the sod as the
result of an apoplectic seizure.

SING APORE

The town of Singapore has about 18L000 in-
habitants, mainly Chinese. It is only two degrees
north of the Kquator.
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5/ There is of course no spring, sunmer, autumn,
or winter in the Malay Peninsula. The days are
practically of the same length all the year round,
_and the temperature does not vary more than 15 deg.
between the hottest and coldest days—ranging from
75 to 90 deg. in the shade. It has a very moist
climate—therainfall at Singapore is fully 100 inches,
and at Penang and other places further north about
140 inches per annum,
Alligators abound in its waters, frequently snap-
ping up unwary travellers on the river banks. Tigers
. are also numerous : I saw a ferocious tiger in a cage
on a coffee plantation which had been trapped
close by a few weeks before.

The public gardens at Singapore are large and
well kept——they contain all kinds of tropical trees,
palms, and plants, also a small collection of animals.
L received a hearty welcome from Mr. St. Clair, of
the ‘ Singapore Free Press,’ and Mr. Butt, manager
Hong Kong and Shanghai Bank, who was my hos,

MALAY PENINSULA

The Malay Peninsula consists of what are known
a8 the Straits Settlements, Singapore, Malacca (a
province which we got from the Dutch in exchange
for Bumatra), the territory and island of Dingdings,
the island of Penang, and province of Wellesley.
Then we have a protectorate over four States—
Belangor, Perak, Pahang, and N egri Sembilan, with
Residents and a Resident General—and lastly there
is the State of Johore, adjacent to Singapore, under




Nonanedn dependent Sultan, wha ﬁaxkes care not to d‘o“-:‘ i

 unything wo disapprove of. The aren of the wholo

| | isabout 40,000 square miles, and the total populatmn i v

! ‘ahghtly over a million. ;
' The greater part of the country is dense Jungle, ‘
and its prosperity has avisen from the discovery of
(tin, No less than two-thirds of the whole world's i

production of tin is mined here. The price has

rec‘entlv been 1350, a ton, and it is still over 100

This is a source of great wealth, The mining is =

carried on mainly by the industrious, ploddmg: l
Obinese : the Malays are too lazy to undertake such
work,

VIBIT TO SELANGOR

I went by steamer to Klangon, the coast of
nela.ngor, and by rail to Kuala-Liampor, where T had
a hearty welcome. from Col. Walker, the Resident,
While there I visited the mines. The tin ore is found
in @ bed of gmvel covering a large area of plains
adjacent to rivers. This must have been washed down
from the mountains during countless ages, and there
has aceumulated on the top of it other material and
soil frora 10 to 150 feet thick, This over-burden is
bared up to 30 feet, and over that thickness the. gravel
bed is reached by shafts. The gravel has been hnown
tio contain 10 per cent. of tin, but 1 per cent. would
be nearer an average yield. The gravel is washed in
rushing water ; the tin, being the heaviest matberial,
- sinks to the bottom and a second washing leaves a
. deposit with nearly 70 per cent. of tin in it.
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i KUALA~KUBU

From Kua,la-Lumpor the Remdent ﬁoek me inhig
: pmvate saloon by rail to Kuala-Kubu, forty miles off,
It is a charming little spot, with lovely tropical
flowers, trees, and palms, and surrounded by granite
: mountaing 3,500 feet hlgh covered by forests rzg,ht“
to their summit. There is an excellently appointed
hospital for the free use of the native population.

I drove fifteen miles farther up a mountain pass to

sec the magnificent forests and the marvellously
luxuriant growth of jungle.

. Roads superior to those we usually have in Eng-
land have been built through the dense jungle in all
directions, and splendid cycling tours, amid tropical
scenery for hundreds of miles, can now be enjoyed
‘which were impossible a few years ago. The con-
_struction of railways is being pushed on rapidly, with
rails, engines, and engineering work all supplied
from England. The Selangor railways pay 74 per
cent. and the Perak 4} per cent. per annum. All the
railways belong to the State. Before many years are
over it will be possible to go by rail from I’ena,ng in

' the north to Singapore in the south.

A new port, with landing-stages of Bntmh-made
steel joists and girdc,rs, is being constructed about
five miles down the river from Klang at a cost of
half & million sterling.

ADVANTAGE OF BRITISH RULE
~ Under British rule there is seeurity for life and
property where there were originally only nests of
’ ol



ISLAND OF SUMA‘I‘RA

On our left for many hours we had the eastem
' shores of the Island of Sumatra close to us. There
_ were no signs of towns or villages, but mountainous
- densely wooded jungle everywhere. On the western
slopes tobacco, coffee, &c., are grown extensively.
We handed over Sumatra to the Duteh, who have
had, and still have, continuous fighting with the
native Achinese, whom they have not yet subdued.

GERMAN SHIPBUILDING

A generation ago we built the greater part of the
ships required by Germany—now they construct all
their own. The ¢Konig Albrecht’ was built at
Btettin, and the workmanship and material seemed
excellent. There were over thirty German naval
and military officers on board, including old Gieneral
Wolff. They were very friendly, and 1 talked over
the military situation in South Africa freely with
them, and got some ideas worth consideration when
the time comes for discussing the vital question of
the reorganisation of our military system.

CEYLON
It was pleasant and intere,sting to revisit Ceylon
after an interval of seven years in order to study the
progress made in this, one of the fairest islands of
the earth. It contains a populatlon of about 8%
millions of picturesque people of various nationali-
ties, and has an area of some 26,000 square miles.
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Qolombo, where I landed, is on a flat plain
covered with cocoanut trees, and has an artificially
made harbour, to which I shall refer later. The
population has now reached 150,000-—an increase of
about 20,000 since my previous visit.  As a practical
proof of its prosperity I may mention the fact that a
few days ago a plot of land of a little over an acre,
in the heart of the business quarter, sold for 17,0004

I need not say more about the history of Ceylon
than to recall that the Portuguese took possession of
Colombo and the low country in 1517, The Dutich
appeared off the island in 1604, and by alliance with
the King of Kandy gradually ousted the Portuguese
—capturing Colombo in 1656, and subsequently
other places. In 1796, when Holland had been
overrun and occupied by the French, Colombo was
surrendered to the British, and we afterwards gained
possession of the whole island. There are many
inhabitants with more or less Portuguese blood in
their veins, and also 22,000 pure Burghers, who
show how little they appreciate the equal rights and
privileges we have so freely accorded them by re-
fusing to contribute one farthing towards our
Patriotic Fund, and by gloating over our reverses
in South Africa. ;

On arrival I found an invitation from Mr. and
Mzxs. Willis—-the lady being the daughter of Mr, T,
Baldwin, of Barnsley—kindly sasking me to spend
Christmas with them in their bungalow in the
lovely Peradeniya Gardens.  Mr. Willisis the chief
divector in charge of the five Government Botanical



and a8 the reault we. ha.ve ﬁhe gre?' e

'nmv enjoying,

Sperity which this Lair regton of the ea,x-th is T

The majority of the mhablta.nts are. ( hme,se, gma v

we have proved that with just government they male

excellent citizens—sober, industrious, and mtbllwent i
The only thing we have fo guard a.ga.mst is the ’
foxmatlon of secret bOCthlOB

KUALA-LUMPOR

- This town is a perfect wonder, It is provided
with all the advantages and refinements of civilisa-
fion, The public offices are combined in a splendid
edifice of granite, and in front of fhis is a capxtal

cricket and football ground, The Residency is a |

spacious dwelling on the top of & hill commanding
% charming view over lovely undulating well-
wooded coantry.

' The Resident sent me back to Singapore in the
Government yacht ‘ Eemeralda,” which was placed
at my disposal---a very delightful and luxurious mode
of travellmg to which I did not at all object. The
passage ocoupied twenty hours, Fach of the Malay
Bates has a yacht for the use of its officials. ,

There are a number of coffee plantations. [T
‘spent one night at Tim Bailey’s bungalow in order
10 go over his plantation, which is the most perfectly
cultivated in the Peninsula. Tt extends over 1,000
acres, and has indiarubber trees planted between the
rows of coftee bushes,



d on the same branch you find the flower, a.nd‘

also the cherries in three stages of growth. When

. 'the berry is turnlng red (which has caused it to be
called o cherry) it is ready for gathering.

‘ In this climate gathering goes on all the yesr

round.

1 saw the berries automatically fed into a pulpmg
machine, which sends out a constant stream denuded
of the outer shell, These are fermented for three
days in cisterns, then waghed and taken to a drymg
machine—a huge cylinder heated by hot air to a
temperature of 225°, which revolves rapidly. When
dry they are transported to a hulling machine, wkich
removes a second shell. A further thin coating has
also to be shed by mechanical assistance, and then,
after all the bad berries have been carefully picked
out, the coffee is ready for the market. I am sorry
to say that, notwithstanding the greatest enterprise
and industry, coffee is so low in price that no profit
oan be made. We get the advantage in having,
through stress of competition, our coffee at a very
low price, but it is at present bad business for the
coffee planter.

NATIONALISATION OF LAND AND MINERALS

I should have mentioned that the nationalisation
of land and minerals in the Malay Peninsula is an
accomplished fact. Liand is rented from the Govern-



;\SINGAPQRE ‘*ARRISON

sht/ on long lenses at a low rental, and onkgrR 4
aported a duty has to be paid to the State varying
 according to the price realised. It is now about 13

_per cent. = A rich gold mine is being worked in
Pahan§ on the same terms, and more are hkely That
opened. i

- It was a virgin country with 1mpenetm.ble jungle
for the most part, with no surface owners practically,
and this enabled the running of it on ideal lines by
the Government'’s assuming the ownership.

. There are only about 1,000 British troops at
Bingapore. ' Colonel Walker, my host ab Kuala-
Lumpor, commands a regiment of Indian Sikhs,
known as the Malay Guides, for service in the four
Malay Btates. I went over the barracks and saw
the men paraded: they are a fine body of men,
their average height being 5ft. 9}in. « They are
capital shots; and I could not help regretting that
it is inadvisable to have their assistance in South
Africa.

'We had an excursion from Kuala- Lumpor to the
Ba,tu Caves, nine miles away. They are in a huge
cliff of limestone bleached white and surrounded
and'crowned by forests. Passing through an outer
cave, where huge stalactites hang from the roof, you
enter an inner cave with a dome like that of a
cathedral hundreds of feet high, with small orifices
to the sky. There are immense pillaxs of stalactite
from bottom to roof of the cave, formed by the dripping
- of limestone water throngh countless ages. A pulpit-
shaped rock at oneside helps to complete the illusion
0
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i 'at you are I & sacred edlﬁee, and not ga,zmg ok
! Nature a own handiwork,
The colouring of the walls—a variety of greens,
. browns, and greys—adds to the beauty. Beyond
_ the dome is another cave, almost entirely open to
the heavens except for its curving sides. Trees and
luxuriant creepers grow around the top and down
one side. It is a charming example of rock and
cave scenery.

JOHORE

Mr. Butt drove Mr. Keswick (my host at Hong
RKong, whom I was glad to see again) and myself
right across the island of Singapore, through
beautiful jungle, twelve miles to the narrow straits
separating it from the native State of Johore. Here
we found one of the Sultan’s boats awaiting us, and
were soon landed at the city of Johore, with its fine
mosque and Sultan’s palace. The Sultan was away
at Calcutta, but we called on the Prime Minister,
& pucka Malay and a handsome and intelligent
' 1nan.
 'We were entertained at tiffin at the club, and
driven in carriages all round the- place. Johore is
famous for its pineapples, thousands of acres being
devoted to their growth. The present price is one
farthing each. They are canned, and the profit
obtained by the canning firms must be enormous.
Johore State ig rich in tin, and its financial con-
dition is improving every year. Nearly all the heads
of departments are Englishmen. }



PO I

A MIXED POPULA‘I’ION : L

's cosmopohtan populatlon compnsmg Chmese, B

| Ema,smns, Achinese, Boyanese, Dyaks, Javanese,

{ M&lays, Manilamen, Arnamese, Arabs, Armenians,

Tamils, Japanese, Jews, Persians, Siamese, Cin-

ghalese, Africans, and Aborigines, in addition to

Europeans of different nationalities, Asa practical
proof of the progress and prosperity of the Malay @
Poningula, I may cite the fact that in twenty-four

years the revenue has grown from under two to over
fifteen millions of dollars.

The chief exports are tin, gutta-percha, coffee,
hides, sago, tapioca, pepper, nutmegs, indiarubber,
mother of pearl, gum, copal, rice, sugar, and cocoa.
The imports include cotton goods, coal, hardware,

cutlery, paper, tobacco, wheat, flour, petrolenm, and |
railway material. The value of exports and imports

ig rapidly rising year by year.

8ir Alexander Swettenham has been sworn in
Acting Governor. I lunched with him, and had a
chat on affairs generally.

SIAM

I had thought of going up to Bankok, the

capital of Siam, but, unfortunately, boats did not
. run go a8 to admit of it in the time at my disposal.
Admiral S8eymour had just arrived from Bankok in
. the ¢ Centurion,’ so the Governor sent me out in a
steam launch to learn from the Admiral what he
found to be the position of affairs in Siam.

02
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== Fis country a,djoms both Bmtlsh Burm& a.nd e
Malay States, and the aggressiveness of the French,
if successful, will injure our commercial intetests,
All we want is a free and independent Siam with
‘equal rights to trade in it, whilst I fear the ambition
‘of France is to absorb and annex the whole country,
T gathered that the French are quiet for the moment,
go far as the seizure of fresh territory is concerned,
and are busily engaged in digesting that which they
compelled the Siamese to surrender to them three or
four years ago. On the other hand the Russians
have a secret agent in Bankok, who is actively
intriguing to gain influence. It is supposed they
desire a coaling station which would only be of
service in case of conflict with Great Britian in India
or the Hast.

SINGAPORE TO COLOMBO

T was to leave Singapore for Colombo at noon by
the magnificent new 11,000-ton North German
Tiloyd steamer the ¢ Konig Albrecht.” The Admiral
offered to sgend me in his launch, and mine was
ordeved ashore. We discovered they had not trans-
ferred my baggage, so a stern chase began, which
finally resulted in our overhauling her and afterwards
reaching the ¢ Konig Albrecht’ five minutes before
her advertised time of starting.

DECADENCE OF BRITISH SHIPPING

I notice with anxiety the decadence of British
shipping so far as passenger steamers to the Far



monopoly ; now the Germans, French, and.
Japanese have splendid vessels, and are successfully
competing with us. The Americans are also

a building several magnificent steamers.
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OHAPTER XIII
SINGAPORE T0 COLOMBQO

It took us a few hours under five days to traverse
the 2,000 miles of sea between Singapore and
Colombo—first up the Straits of Malacca and then
almost due west across the Indian Ocean. The sea
~was like a millpond all the way, and our huge float-
ing palace, the ‘ Konig Albrecht,” was as steady as a
rock. Tt was very hot, and the cabins were suffo-
cating and sleepless abodes. Over and over again I
. had to turn out and walk the deck in the middle of
the night to try and induce sleep. Some compen-

. sation wag got by enjoying the glorious flood of

~ moonlight from a full moon.

PENANG

We coasted up Perak to Penang, where we
landed for a few hours. It is a small town with an
unimportant trade. I drove out four miles to see
the fine public gardens, encircled by densely wooded
slopes, geveral hundreds of feet high, in the centre
of which is a waterfall. The gardens are well kept,
and contain a great variety of tropical trees and
pl&nts.
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C ng in Ceylon, whmh do much to promote the .
planting of the sorts of fruits and trees and other
plants likely to do well in the climate of Ceylon.

PERADENIYA AND ITS GARDENS

To get to Peradeniya—which is about 1, 600 feet
above the sea—I1 had a four hours’ journey by rail—
a lovely route through woodland tropical vegetation,
and then winding up rocky slopes with paddy fields
in the hollows. Palms, tree-ferns, and bananas
abounded. One flower like a double marigold was
growing in the greatest profusion. It is called the
lantana, and is said to have been introduced by the
wife of one of the Governors, and now it threatens
to overrun the island. A sort of sunflower has
recently begun to oust it, and wherever that appears
the lantana is killed.

We inspected the gardens several times. They
cover 150 acres, and are park-like in parts, and
tropical in character at other points. There are
about 6,000 species of trees, shrubs, and plants
growing in this one garden. Amongst these 1
observed the orchid tree, of great size, with ever-
green leaves and lovely clusters of salmon-coloured
flowers just like orchids ; the palm-oil palm, cabbage
palni, palmetto (Panama hats); nutmeg tree with
dark evergreen leaves rather resembling the laurel,
but not so shining—the fruit is like a peach, with
one nutmeg inside, which has mace half enclosing
it; the allspice tree, with barkless stems and ever-
green leaves, which contain the allspice; cloves,
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“gdwn on .a;"‘lm-"ge ‘evéigreen' tree. The cocéd%ﬁgh';:“
" (introduced from South Africa) is evergreen, and
has immense leaves, often one foot long. The pods

contain thirty or forty nibs. I gathered some leaves
frora the cocaine bush (from Peru) ; the cocaine is |

| extracted from the leaves, which are not evergreen.

. There were fine indiarubber trees with immense roots
twisting all round largely above ground, and just
like huge snakes. Then there was the upas tree,
tall, with its minute leaves, to sleep under the shade

of which is said to be certain death ; the Dorian tree,
with its pungent-smelling fruit (from Malay States);
the bread-fruit tree, with enormous leaves hand-

- somely scalloped and of a lovely colour (the fruit is

much like the Jack fruit); an evergreen creeper

producing pepper; vanilla flavouring from vanilla
beans 4 or 5 inches long-—a kind of orchid ; the tali-
pot palm, which throws out large white blossoms at
the end of 40 to 50 years, and then dies; the lovely
sago palm (the sago is extracted from the interior
of the centre stem); and the cinnamon tree, the
baxk of which furnishes the spice. ‘

- There were also clumps of bamboos 130 feet high

~ and 9 inches diameter of stem, and coffee and teg

plants, the sugar cane, and camphor, banana,
mango, orange, and many other fruit trees.

There was a curious plant in the lawns, the
leaves of which close up immediately you touch them,
and do not open again for ten or fiffeen minutes.
1 shall never forget the lovely avenue of crotons and -
palms, j



. CEYLON SCENERY

THE MyusEUM =

emmmed the collectlon of woods in the museum,
The heart only of the ebony tree is black. The
calamander is as hard and expensive as ebony, but
more like mahogany in colour. The palmyra wood
is extremely hard and heavy. The satin wood is
just like satin in appearance. The medum wood is
hard and beautifully markeéd. The wood of the kos,
or Jack fruit, tree is hard and much used for build-
ing purposes. The wood of the sappoo is excellent
for water-casks and wheels. A curious feature that
I noticed is that nearly every trunk has cracks in the
“'centre. ‘

OHRISTMAS IN OBYLON

It did not seem like Christmas, all surrounded by
tropical trees and plants and flowers ; but it made
me feel less of a stranger in a strange land to spend
Christmas  Day with those who had mutual friends
at home, I left the day after for Nuwara Eliya, &
mountain sanatorium, 6,200 feet above the sea, to
which I travelled by an attractive line of railway-—
except the last five miles, which were coached.

The railway lay through a country practically
covered by tea plantations. I noticed a marvelloug
change in seven years. Then large portions of
ground were unoccupied, and now hardly any.
Australian trees of wonderfully rapid growth had
been planted to break the wind, and for firewood,
all over the district, and in five or six years had
become quite large trees. The air grew fresher as



t_he ‘mllwe,y tenmnus»Nauoya——up a mw‘ne‘ to i
Nuwara Bliya, which is lined by hills clothed for
the most part with dense forests to their summit,
 forming fine scenery. 1 was elected an honorary
member of the club-—a lovely bungalow with flower-
. beds and lawn in front, and creepers covering the

long low one-storied building ; and there I found a
room reserved for me. Nuwara Eliya had grown
rapidly since I was there in 1893. It is in an open

' valley with well-timbered hills all around, some

rising to over 8,000 feet. There is a lake, around
which you get a good eight-mile constitutional on
foot, on horseback, or on a bicycle. The climate is
trying, and in the heat of the day the temperature
in the sun is 120 degrees, whilgt in the early morning
there is hoax frost on the ground. I called on the
Governor, Sir West Ridgway, and afterwards dined
with him, going an hour earlier for a quiet talk on
the affairs of Ceylon.

Bince 1893 the railway forty miles farther on to
Bandarawela has been completed.- I went up to see
the country. 'The line passes through dense forests,
and down the ravines you see fine open rolling
grass-covered country stretching far away. The
railway does not do well yet, so far as goods or
mineral traffic go.

AT A TEA PLANTATION

Leaving Nuwara Eliya, I travelled to Talawa-
kelle to visit My, Fairhurst on his St. Andrews tea



CEYLON ‘I‘EA

”tlon“ Thm gpntlemfm had called on me “a g

Joseph Walton, Q.C., and I afterwards found that,
 curjously, I had a letter of introduction o him from
Sir Seymour King. No less than §4 per cent. of the
exports of Ceylon now consist of tea; twenty-five

Smgapore, thinking T was his old schoolfellow,' L

years ago only a few pounds were grown. When I

‘was here seven years ago the quantity produced had

reached 76 million poundq a year, and now 1 found the
year 1899 will give the stupendous and unprecedented
total of 127,000,000 1bs. Tea has fallen from 1s. 2d.
to 8d. per lb., average price, at Colombo in a few
years, and even at that low price the Ceylon tea
crop will fetch 4} million pounds sterling. The
average cost is 6d. per b, so that the producer is
still doing well.

TEA FACTORY

I went over a tea factory to see the processes
employed in the preparation of tea for the market.
The leaves, known as the flush, are gathered about
every ten days from each bush all the year round.
These are placed on trays, formed of jute cloth
stretched from wooden framework, to wither in a
temperature of 75 degrees. They are ususlly left
fitteen hours.  Then the withered leaves are taken to
the tea roller (‘ Eiconomic’ or ‘Rapid,” both made in
England), which is practically & grooved tabls on
which & box is revolved (by machinery) containing
‘ten pressed down on the grooves by a central weight.
The rolled tea ig conveyed to the roll breaker:  this
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49 msts of & box filled with tea, Y epindlehdre-
" s€volved to break it up. The tea now passes on to
‘& jigging sieve, through which the finest leaf falls.
The rest is rolled again, and this process is repeated
(three or four times until 75 per cent. has passed
‘ through the sieve. Next comes fermentation, which
. isaccomplished by spreading the small leaf on wooden

: . tables to a depth of two inches, and covering it with

 adamp cloth for three to five hours. Experts know
when fermentation has sufficiently taken place by
the bright copper colour of the tea. After fermenta-
tion the tea passes on to a drying machine (‘ Desic-
eator’ or ¢ Birocco’), through which it is pushed,
spread thinly on trays, in a temperature of 180 to
190 degrees, obtained by extracting hot air from a
farnace by means of a fan. This is repeated twice.
Now comes the sortmg of grades, by putting the
whole bulk of tea on pggmg sieves with different-
 gized meshes, and three in number—one below the
‘other. The finest or smallest tea is of the highest
quality, and so on. 'When one grade of quahty has
. aceumulated in & bin until it is full the tea is well
intermixed and pa,ssad through a firing machine
again. After this it is packed warm aud sent to
-market. Though the average price realised is about
8d. per lb., it varies from 6d. to 1s. 6d. according to
quality. There are about 350,000 acres of land now
. devoted to the production of tea in Ceylon ; and
whilst one or two places produce 1,000 to 1,200 lbs.
per acre, a fair average yield may be taken at 400 to
500 lbs. When last in Ceylon, if the Government
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HADGALLA GARDENS

s s0ld to the planters brought 200, an acre it whg o~

onsidered bigh; but recently estates have heen i
transferred to limited liability companies on the

Dbasis, in several cases, of 1001, to 120L peracre, which

' 18 anidiculous price. Manures are now having to be

applied to the land, and hence the cost of production
will rise. | Lt

HADGALLA BOTANICAL GARDENS

. I must nob omit some reference to the fascinating
Hadgalla Botanical Gardens, 5,600 feet above the
sea, and the home of temperate plants, about six
miles from Nuwara Eliya. They contain about
8,000 varieties and species, and occupy 30 acres
of land in & charming situation. There is &
precipice at the back, 1,400 feet high, and a rapid.
slope from the gardens down into a deep well-
wooded valley, surrounded by broken mountaing,
My, Nock, who was there when I last went to
Hadgalla, took me round again,

Amongst other flowers and plants were forget-
me-nots, pinks, violets, pansies, daisies, dandelion,
begonias, fuchsias, nasturtium, azaleas, poppies,
Canterbury bells, gladioli, heliotrope, mignonette,
primulas, abutilons, lilies, balsam, canariensis,
honeysuckle, sweet-williams, foxgloves,  wood-
anemones, roses, cinerarias, verbenas, camelias,
and & host of other flowers—all of which had
previously been unknown in Ceylon, but which
‘bed been introduced, snd in the month of ' Dew
cember were all blooming in profusion. On the
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b o—ofher hand, in the same gardens were fine t L
— ferns, the Abyssinian banana, maidenhair fern, and

», great many other tropical trees and plants, includ-

- ing orchids, growing luxuriantly. The huge natural
fernery contains 25,000 plants, and its cool nooks
‘and corners were a marvel of refreshing beauty.

Mr. Nock told me that the reason why they can
grow this extraordinary admixture of tropical and
temperate plants is that they selected an eleva-

tion where they just avoid frosts. e said a leopard
had attacked and carried off one of his calves a fort-
night before.

COCOA-NUTS

Next to tea, the export of cocoa-nuts is the most
jmportant. Over 124 millions of cocoa-nuts were
exported last year, mainly to England. The outer
husk is foll of fibre, known as coir fibre, which is
made into mats, brushes, and ropes. The kernel,
containing the oil, is partly sent to Hurope dried
(copra), and the oil is there extracted ; but they also
prepare the oil in Ceylon. They also make and
export what is known as desiccated cocon-nut for
confectionery. -

MINERAL WEALTH AND PRECIOUS STONES

Ceylon i3 not, 8o far ws is known, rich in
 minerals—coal, lead, and copper not being found-—hut
it produces a considerable quantity of graphite, or
plumbago, which is largely used in the manufacture
of metal-melting crucibles in England and the
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B 951 0 760 & ton ; and s the 1899 output is
! given out at 40,000 tons, it means a realised amount At

" of no lexs than three millions sterling for this com-
| modity alone. Precious stones, such as rubies, =

. sapphires, and cat’s-eyes, are found in Geylon, and
command extravagant prices, but the buyer gome-

| times finds he has had a crystal of glass pa,lmed off |

as a real gem.
PHARL FISHERIES

' The pearl fisheries of Ceylon are of grem% anti- |

quity. After the British occupation, in the four
years 1796 to 1799 the revenue from them wasg
284,0000. SBince then there have been great bla,nk‘s,‘ |
but as an aggregate this ‘harvest of the seas’' has
‘yielded us a million sterling. Pearl oysters have to

be taken at their fourth or fifth year, and single
pearls, if perfectly round, of large size, and of silky
white lustre, comamand 200/, For eight years now
there has been no fishery. :

RAILWAYS

The railways of Ceylon are owned by the
Government, and from 1862 to 1894 have made 42§
millions of rupees profit, After paying 17 millions
interest and 9 millions to a sinking fund for ex-
| tinotion of debt they have left a balance of 20}
millions available for colonial purposes, The miles
age mow open is about 3,000, and the average proﬁt ‘

runs nmrly 7 per cent. )
1)



o </After my visit in 1893 I strongly advocated
construction of a railway” from the present system
right northwards to Jaffna—200 miles ; and this, I
am pleased to learn, is to be taken in hand next
yenr. The estimate is 13 millions of rupees and 5
millions for the necessary adjunct of irrigation works.
The country through which the railway will pass -
basg, at present, little population, but in olden days it
supported millions of people, and will do so again if
its wonderful system of irrigation tanks be repaired.
1t will relieve India of some of its congested popula-
tion. The line is to be 5 ft. 6 in. gauge, which I
think is a mistake; 8ft. 3in, metre gauge would
‘have been cheaper, and also better, as affording a
greater likelihood of its ultimately being extended
across Adam’s Bridge to India, and connected with
the metre gauge line now being built from Madura
to Paumben. .

There are two light hill railways also to be built
this year-—one, the Kelani Valley (50 miles), and the
other the Uda Pussellawa. '

The whole of the railway material and rolling-
stock for these lines comes from England, and we
ghall therefore benefit by their construction ; whilst
this policy of vigorous development, for which Mr.
Chamberlain deserves great credit, will be cert@in to
increase the prosperity of Ceylon and the well-being
of its population. Railways ought also to be built
from Colombo to Chilaw, through densely populated
country, and also, on strategic grounds, from some

_point on the line to Jaffna to Trincomalee,on the
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T mtnication betWeen our n&val station and Colombo
. Railway fares in Ceylon run 1id. first, about 2d. ;
second, less than d. third, and less than fa,rthmg :

. fourth class per mile. s

COLOMBO HARBOUR WORKS. |

Mr. Bostock took me over the new harbour
works. The Colombo harbour is an artificially made
one. A large breakwater, the foundation-stone of
which was laid by the Prince of Wales in 1875, was -
built at a cost of 705,0004, and the encircling of the
roadstead is now being completed by two additional
arms, estimated to cost 527,000/, When finighed
seventy large ships will be able toride at anchor within
in safety in all weathers. A first-class graving dock,
capable of taking H.M.S. ‘Renown,” is also in
process of construction at a cost of 818,0007., half of

which will be contributed by the Admiralty. The

total tonndge of the port of Colombo was 500,000 in
1879 it 15 now 6 million tons in and out annually,
- and the revenue will pay interest and exbmgmsh debt
in & reasonable number of years. The engineer first
showed me the plans, and then took me ou an engine
o the point where the breakwater is now being bmlt
up from 80 feet below the surface of the water.
They first deposit a quantity of rubble, and leave it
for a monsoon season toconsolidate. Then the placing
on this foundation (they cannot get a natural one, as
there is only deep sand) of huge 30-ton blocks of
concrete begins. They are brought in a barge, and
2
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o121 ormous crane, known as o Tlta.n, which &afr™

plck up and place these blocks at any point thhm a
radius of 60 feet, does its part of the work. Many
divers are employed, who earn 2507. to 3007, a yea.r‘ ;
The concrete blocks are composed of five parts gneiss
(the predominant rock of Ceylon), two parts sand, and

~ one part Portland cement ; they are made on the spot
and are exceedingly hard. The Titan cost 11,0000,
and was built by an Hnglish engineering firm in
Bath, There are 11 miles of railway and 10 loco-
motives in connection with the harbour works, and

all were supplied from England.

. TRADE, DEBT, TAXATION, AND REVENUE

Tn 1877 coffee formed 81 per cent. of the export
trade of Ceylon, and though that has been absolutely
extinguished, the exports of the island have been in-
creased 50 per cent. in the last twenty years.

The debt of Ceylon is only about 3% millions
sterling, or 11. per head of its population. Tt is

' little more than two years’ revenue, and, unlike our
debt at home, is represented by revenue-producing
aggets owned by the State, such as railways, harbour
works, post and telegraphs, land, &c., worth twice
the amount.

With regard to taxation, in the country there is

no local taxation, except a poll-tax of 14 rupes,
which the natives can discharge by giving six days’
labour on the roads. In the towns, cost of water,
ganitation, police, and other expenses of local
administration are met by a tax on rental—not ex-
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&%mg, however, 11 per cent The bulk o£ the

 levied on 1mports, which amount to an average of
4s. 8d. per head of the population per annum, and
ab the end of this year the accumulated surpluses

’vevenue for imperial administration is got by taxes ol i

will amount to 6 millions of rupees, which are to =

be applied to partly constructing the Jaffna rail.
Wa,y. -
~ About two-thirds of the inbabitants are nafives
—(Cinghalese, Kandyans, and Moormen ; and there
are nearly a million of Tamils, who have come over
from India. : ‘
The Cinghulese are a somewhat effeminate race.
The men wear inrge tortoise-shell combs, half
encircling their heads, and have their hair in a knof
at the back of the head. They are lazy and unre-
liable as a rule, also rather treacherous. The Tamils
do practically all the hard work on the estates, in the
mines, and on the railways. ‘
. There are extensive missions, carried on by the
Wesleyans, the Church of England, and other
societies. As in China and India, however, the
Roman Catholics have by far the greatest hold on
the people. ‘

HQME THROUGH INDIA

I found I could return home through India in
time for the opening of Parliament, and therefore
decided to take steamer to Calcutta, go across India
by rail, and embark for Europe at Bombay.
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| ~ OBYHCTS IN VIEW :

I bad two objects in view in paying this flying
visit to India: 1st, to bring the railway information
collected in 1892-93 up to date ; and, 2nd, to have an

- opportunity of discussing the political and com-
‘mercial situation in the Far Bast with the Viceroy.
4" As Lord Curzon was Under-Secretary for Foreign
Affairs, T was brought more into political relations
with him on the China question during my first
session in Parliament than is usual. He has travelled
extensively in the East, and I felt it would be
mteresting to exchange views with him.

To show how railway extension affects British
trade, I may mention that the steamer to Calcutta
carried 2,000 tons of railway material from England,
also 1,000 tons Manchester piece-goods. The rail-
ways enable the export of the produce of the country,
and British piece-goods and other goods are taken in
exchange.



CHAPTER XIV

INDIA

Brrore deciding to return home through India I
had exchanged two cablegrams with England, in
order to ascertain when Parliament would meet.
The reply was : * Date not fixed, think probably about
20th February." I was, therefore, much surprised
to have it wired the day after I reached Calcutta
that the House was summoned for January 30.

On arrival at Calcutta I put up at the Bengal
Club, of which I had been elected an honorary
rnember ; but as soon as the Viceroy heard I had
come he kindly wrote offering me the hospitality of
Government Hounse, adding that this would give
ng opportunities of discussing my experiences in the
Far Hast. I accepted the invitation so cordially
given, and had a most interesting and instructive
visit. :

A HARD-WORKING VICEROY

The little glimpse I had of how the hours of the
day, and also of the night, were occupied showed
me that in Liord Curzon we have a hard-working
Viceroy, who is willingly devoting all his powers in
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SEHe D] _omomon of the - progress and. prospenty of kDb d
Satly 300 millions of people in our great Indian

| Empn’e The Viceroy ig bound to discharge many

sociul duties, which take up time, and the result is
~ that he ig usnally working at his desk till two o’clock

every morning. As Viceroy, Liord Curzon knows no
politics, and it was a pleasure to me to find that one
who was always a “courteous political opponent ab
home 'is popular with the natives of India, who
mwuch appreciate his devotion to public duty, I
sincevely trust that his term of office will be dis-
tinguished by a great advance in the moral and
material well-being of the people.

RATLWAYS IN INDIA

The Viceroy is just as keen as I am that India
ghould have her railway system extended adequately
o the needs of the country, and that the construction
of irrigation works should proceed simultaneously.
When travelling in 1892-93 in India and Burma 1
tabulated 10,000 miles of urgently needed railway
extengions. I now went through that list with Six
Arthur Trevor, the Public Works representative on
the Liegislative Council, and Mr. Upcott, Secretary
for Public Works, to see how many of the proposed
‘railways bad been built or were at present under
construction. I was much gratified to find that
since the end of 1893 over 4,000 additional miles of
railway have been constructed and opened up to
March 81 last, including several of the projects I so
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”‘,gly advocated in the series of addresses T e L
er my return home. In addition there are 3,568

- miles still under construction or sanctioned. In the
last five years, therefore, they have been laying down ,
~ railways at the rate of about 800 milesa year, which
is & considerable increase on the everage of previous

years, but does not by any means meet the necessities
of the country. Now I am told that, owing to the
large expenditure on famine relief, railway construg-
tion will practically be stopped this year, This, I
urged upon the Viceroy, is a mistaken policy. The

railways of India paid on an average 537 per cent.

last year, including military and famine lines.

Many of the projects sanctioned are certain to pay

well, and will be of incaleulable benefit to India,

lessening the chance of a recurrence of famine by

increasing the trade and the prosperity of the people,

especially if accompanied by the construction of

irrigation works.

The financial position of India is excellent.  She
has no National Debt in the same sense as ours, for
it is more than covered by revenue-producing assets,
such as railways, irrigation works, posts, telegraphs,
and land revenues. India could, therefore, readily
raise on favourable terms any ressonable amount for
the special work of extending the railway system.
To place the Government of India in a position to do
this the railway accounts must be separated from the
general finances, and this I shall strongly advocate
at home, in the interests of India and England alike,
for the more India is enabled to export of what we.
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take in return
: INTERVIEWS

iy had interviews with Sir John Woodburn the"
Ineutenant-(}owernor of Bengal; General Gaselee,
the Quartermaster-General charged with the move-
ment of troops and commissariat, and now com-

. manding a Division in China; Mr. Douglas, the

manager of the Hast Indian Railway, and many
others, including several natives, for the purpose of
gathering accurate information which may prove of
value,

THE DINNER OF THE BISHOPH

One night at Government House I had the
honour of meeting no fewer than nine bishops of the
Church of England at dinner. It was, indeed, a
clerical atmosphere, but it was pleasant to see that
High, Liow, and Broad Church alike could cease
their religious controversies and enjoy themselves
around the hospitable table of the Viceroy.

ADMIRAL BOSANQUET

The Viceroy and Liady Curzon took me with
;them to call on Admiral Bosanquet on board the
cruiger ‘ Eclipse.” We went all over her, and were
shown guns similar to those taken up to Ladysmith
' by the Naval Brigade from the ¢ Powerful.’




THE FAMINE AND PLAGUE

The present condition of India is a sad contrast
to what 1 saw seven years ago. Then there was no
‘ famine; now a huge area with over 50 millions of
people is suffering from failure of crops. There hag
practically been no rain during 1899, and, to make
matters worse, the crops largely failed in the five
preceding years also.

A small but rapidly diminishing number of
people still doubt the benefit to the native population
in India of British rule. Law and order, security
for life and property, in place of constant lawlessness,
anarchy, and bloodshed, have resulted from the
administration of India by Britishers for over forty
years, Formerly famines claimed their millions of
victims, but now, though severe famine afflicts the
land, few lack the food necessary to preserve life and
health. Over two millions of people are in receipt
of relief at the present time. The adults are
employed on public works as far as possible and
paid in cash, but the little children assemble’ at
various points by hundreds, with their basins, and
consume substantial meals.

In the 1,400 miles journey across India from
Calcutta to Bombay-—which I did in forty-three houes
in a direct train—1I passed through a good deal of the
famine area, and it was pitiable to see the arid and
absolutely burnt-up condition of the country. Given
rain, it is a garden—without rain, a desert. A more
patient, unmurmuring population could not be



‘ ‘1‘: but they ara too lethaxgxq, and aubmit; e . P‘ [l
ey reg&rd a9 the inevitable, without makxng a

(i Wgarous effort to avert it. It is impossible b0

! ‘1rr1cra,te a considerable portion of the famine ares, i
_ consequence of the absence of rivers, but qomethmg ,
more might be done by the careful storage of water
when the rains comae. ‘
| The plague is devastating another large district of
India. In Bombay alone there are over 200 deaths
daily, and for the next three months a rapid increase
18 almogt certain. All my clothes will have to be
disinfected before they will allow me to land at
Marseilles, Our English idea is to interfere as little
as possible with the habits and customs of the natives,
and to a large extent this is a sound pohcy, but, in
view of the great spread of epidemics arising from
theinsanitary condition of the native quarters, it would
gseem to be the duty of the State to insist upon the
surroundings of the people being improved. The
natives resist all changes for their benefit most tena-
ciously, Their only desire is to be left to live as their
forefathers have done before them, in miserable
dwellings with filthy surroundings, a danger to them-
selves and the whole community. They have
absolutely no fear of death, and will without hesi-
tation sleep on a gpot where a plague patient has
just died. How to improve matters is the great and
difficult problem which the authorities in India have
now to solve. -



A COMPARISON ' @
f' LOYALTY OF NATIVES L

e loyalty of the na.tlves of Indis hag been
rema.rkably demonstrated in connection with our
South African difficulties. Offers of assistance have '
come from all quarters, and there has been much
disappointment at the decision of the Imperial
Grovernment not to employ native troops. ‘

INDIA AND CHINA

It is not easy to compare India and China.
There is a much greater variety of races in the
former than in the latter, as well as decidedly greater
diversity as regards physique, education, and civili-
sation. Some of the races of India are quite equal
to the Chinese, but the majority are inferior, The
Chinese were a civilised people 2,000 years ago, when
the inhabitants of the British Isles were barbarians.
China enjoys a better climate than India, and 18
richer agriculturally ; its people, generally speaking,
are more industrious and have stronger commercial
instinets. ‘Whilgt, therefore, we should do all in our
power to increase the trade between Great Britain
and our Indian Empire, the fact still remains that
China is the neutral market which offers the greatest
possibilities for trade expansion, and where our
commercial rights should be resolutely upheld.

FREE TRADE IN INDIA AND CHINA
To my mind, if there is one thing more than
another in connection with the administration of our
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Indmn Emplre of which we hzwe rea.,on iy Wil
w85, it is the fact that though we have expended ‘
enonnous sums of money and shed our blood in its
acquisition, yet we pursue the just poliey of leaving
 the feemlng millions free to buy whatever they need
to import in the cheapest and best mairket, quwe
u‘respectlve of whether it is the British market or
not. Throwing open India, as we thus do, equally
to the trade of all nations immensely strengthens
the reasonable and equitable demand which we make,
that the great neutral market of China shall remain

open to everybody on equal terms and conditions.

HOMEWARD BOUND

1 embarked on the s.s. ¢ Carthage’ at Bombay on
January 20, and transhipped into the s.s, ¢ Australia ’
five days later at Aden, and now, on January 29, we
are quietly passing up the great artificial waterway
connecting the Mediterranean with the Red Sea and
the Indian Qcean—the Suez Canal. We have had
lovely weather and a good passage.

1t is with real pleasure that I feel myself, after
‘my long journeyings, homeward bound, and within
measurable distance of the shores of Old England.

1 have now only to traverse the Mediterranean
from Port Said to Marseilles, and then proceed hy
rail bhrough France to Calais. If all goes well 1
' hope to arrive in Liondon eight or nine days hence,

In concluding the last of my hurriedly written
communications, I will only say that it has been @
satisfaction to me to thus keep in touch with my



during. my‘lcmg mbsance. 1 shall foel ity

a gfeater interest on their partin the countries where

ard if I have in any degree succeeded in aronsing

I have travelled, and especially if I have deepened l

‘their conviction as to the vast importance of up-
Lolding and extending our Just commercial rlghts in
the Far Hast. : ~



STATEMENT MADE IN THE HOUSE OF f'
COMMONS i

Ox Marcr 30, 1900!

BRITISH, OOMMERCIAL, AND POLITICAL
INDVERESTS IN CHINA

. Mr. Speaker, I desire to call the attention of the

|| House to the failure of Her Majesty’s Government

to uphold British commercial and polifical interests
in China. Though I have recently made extensive

| journeys in that country, I do not claim to pose as

| an authority on Chinese affairs, but I rather propose
to make a statement as to the present situation,
\'based on information obtained from the best-in-
formed men upon the spot. I make no apology for
 recalling the attention of the House to the necessity
~ for the initiation by Her Majesty’s Government of a
‘more definite and vigorous policy in the Far East if
our commercial and political interests are to be
maintained. I am aware how entirely absorbed the
public mind is by what has been transpiring in
‘South Africa for some time past, but I venture to
: submlt tha,t we should be unworthy of the glua,t mx- :

} Reprinted from Eansard
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'El-ESPOHSIbIhtMB which rest upon our shoulc‘em

were we to allow the affairs, however important, of
a.ny one part of our Empire to monopolise our atten.

tion to the serions neglect of vital interests in other |
‘ports of the world. Nor is it unsuitable, My, .

Speaker, to review the situation in China because
‘of the agreeable way in which public attention bhas
again been directed to the affairs of that Empire oy
the signal success of American diplomaecy, which
has resulted in the assent of England, Germany,
France, Russia, Japan, and Italy to the prineiple of
equality of customs tariff and of harbour dues and
equality of railway rates being maintained in China.
The advantages conferved by this undertaking are

to be common to all States and all peoples, and our
kinsmen across the Atlantic are to be warmly con-
gratulated on the success which attended their
efforts, i
The commercial community in this country are |
deeply indebted to the United States Government
for having thus ensured equality of opportunity for
‘British trade as well as their own. How far Her
Majesty’s Government ought to be congratulated
on the part they played in this matter hag not yet
been fully disclosed, but I hope that not only wete
Hex Majesty’s Government the first to give assent to
the proposals, but that they, so far as it was judicious,
gave their active co-operation in the endeavour to
‘gecure the carrymg thwugh of the alrangement ¥
am aware thet, in view of the jealousy vecently
exhibited towards us by foreign Powers, the United

/ Q



tatds Government were probably able to sucd
“Where we should have failed ; and, indeed, any inter-
ference on our part might have defeated our object,
Tt is with great satisfaction I notice that not only is
there to be equality in the maitter of customs taxiff
and harbour dues, but equality also of railway rates.
The assurance in regard to the latter is of the utmost
value, and it was one which the British Govern-
ment failed to secure in the Anglo-Russian Agree-
ment, S

I will now turn to what I found to be the
position of affairs in North China. The seizure of
Port Arthur by Russia is somewhat ancient history,
and T will not refer further to that subject than to
gy that the people in the Bast most likely to know
unanimously state that no one was so much sur-
prised as were the Russians themselves ab being
allowed to take Port Arthur. Russia has already
made Port Arthur impregnable by new forts practi-
cally encircling it, and in August last she had
no fewer than 40,000 troops at Port Arthur and
Talienwan, There were also Russian soldiers at the
railway stations on her Manchurian lines, . She is
in military occupation of that huge country of Man-
churia, rich in agriculture, in minerals, and fisheries,
and with emphatically a white man’s climate. Fven
at Newchwang, the only treaty port through which
swe can now trade, Russian Cossacks had been policing
the town on the invitation, forsooth, of the British
Comsul. On the north bank of the river at New-
chwang there isa Russian concession of several square
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| 5561 which: one terminns of her ra,ﬂway ig bemg‘ o
ol bmlt, and over which she enjoys quw-aowrewn‘ ¢
rights. Not content with this acquisition, Russia 18

negotiating for a further concession on the south

side of the river, opposite. Newoe hwang and adjacent
to the termints of the Newchwang Fxtension Line
from Shanhaikwan, obviously with the intention of
bridging the river and linking up her Manchurian
railways, including that from Port Arthur, where

her troops are concentrated, with the line leading

via, Tientsin to Pekin, which no doubt she will
. ultimately acquire by advancing to the Chinese
(tovernment the money to pay off the British bond-
holders, unless much greater determination be shown @
by the British Government in resisting aggressions
certain to strangle British trade in the future. On
thig Newchwang Extension Line is the treaty port of
Chinwangtao, the opening of which was announced
by Her Majesty’s Government as a diplomatic
triumph.  This port I visited, and to my surprise I
found there was no natural harbour, but only an
_ open bay surrounded by sandhills ; no sign of popu-
lation, except & few fishermen’s cottages; and mno
trade. All the best-informed commercial men agroe
that it is an act of folly to spend money on Chin-
wangtao, and that the improvement of ‘the ap-
proaches to the ports of Tientsin and Newchwang
at each end of the line ought rather to have been
gonght.

. Perhaps the most unaccountable action on the
Q2
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et/ of the British Government, so far as Russhy’ 8
“Teoncerned, was the conclusion of the Anglo-Russian
~ Agreement in the form in which it was finally
. signed.  The negotiations for months proceeded
with the expressed intention that what was to be
conceded to Russia was the exclusive ‘right of rail-
‘way construction in Manchuria, we having con-
ceded to us & similar right in the Yangtsze basin.
But, as far as Russia is concerned, being at the
back of the Pekin and Hankow Railway, as she
undoubtedly is, through the mediua of the Russo-
Chinese Bank-~which Liord Salisbury has told us is
& Rusgian State bank-—she had invaded our sphere,
~and made it impossible that we could enjoy exelusive
rights in the Yangtsze basin before the agreement
itself was signed ; whilst on our part, without a word
of explanation, not only did we concede to Russia
exclusive rights in Manchuria, but north of the Great
Wall of China, which will in the long run be found
also to embrace a large slice of the province of Chi-li,
the whoele of the great horse-breeding country of
Mongolia, and the province of Sin Kiang.

1 have had a large map prepared, which I should
have liked to see hung in this House in order
that my remarks on this subject might be made
more intelligible. That map shows exactly what it
is that Russia obtains under this Anglo-Russian
Agreement, and gives other information which may
be interesting to Members. If desired, I propose to
place this map in the Téa Room for a short time.
The fact is that, so far as the Blue-books disclose it,
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to territories previously in the possessxon of Rubma’,f‘

and giving to her ]ust what she requires to enable
" her to take possession not only of North China, but
“also of Central China. Without a map it is,

perhaps, diffieult to make clear to the House the i

exact position of affairs, but hon. Members may be
able to follow me if 1 say that, stopping for the
time being the construction of the Russian Siberian
railway to Vladivostock, she has already commenced
the laying of a line branching off from her Siberian
railway right down through Mongolia direct to
Pekin. A further concession in comnection with
. 'the Pekin-Hankow Railway has been got for a
branch from Kai-feng-fu to Honan-fu, with the
option of extending to Singan-fu, a place only two
hundred miles north of the Yangtsze River, and
from which the immemorial trade route into Central
Agia mng. But this is only part of the Russian
programme for the conquest of Asia by railways.
. There ig another Rugsian main line rapidly advanc-
ing through Central Asia which seemd to haye
escaped public notice. I mean the Russian Transg-
~ Caspian Railway, which, proceeding north-east from
| Mery, is already constructed to Andijan, on the
 borders of the Chinese province of Sin Kiang, which
has recently been accorded by us to Russia, and i,
as a matter fact, under Russian domination.  From
. .the point to which this Russian Trans-Caspian line
has already been construeted there is a perfectly
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—Seeticable route turning the flank of the mountainous
" Teountry of Thibet for a railway down through S8in
Kiang to Singan-fu. Hon. Members will see that
with the completion of this line Russia not only has
her Siberian railway tapping North China, but she
will have her Trans-Caspian line penefrating into
the very heart of Central China and dominating the
 Yangtsze Valley.

The Government do not appear to have even
sought from Russia the recognition of similar pre-
ferential rights in our favour in Thibet, the only
territory now left between India and the Russian
sphere. 'While a comparatively poor country like
Russia is not hesitating to spend over 100,000,000,
sterling on these projects, which will enable her
finally o reap a rich harvest as regards both hex
commercial and political interests, what, I ask, is
Fngland doing? The British Government, so far,
appear to have lost those qualities of enterprise,
gourage, and foresight which characterised our fore-
fathers, and by virtue of which our world-wide
British Fmpire hag been built up. Not only have
they refused, as a matter of high imperial policy, to
give any encouragement or guarantee to a railway
from British Burma to the upper Yangtsze as a
counterpoise to the Russian railways, but they have
actually stopped the construction of the railway to
Kunlon Ferry, in British Burma; and this at a
time when France is vigorously pushing on with the
construction of her railway from Tonkin through
' Yunnan to S8zechuan, by whish she will draw the
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it 7 South~west China f;hrougb French terrltomes
| wikh the aid of protective tariffs, instead of our being
 able to carry on a free and unrestricted trade through
British Burma.
British capitalists at Tientsin were perfectly
' prepared to construct a railway from Tientsin to
Kalgan, which is the trade route into Mongolia, but
‘were informed by the Foreign Office that they could
. not support such an application, as Kalgan was in
the sphere conceded to Russia under the Anglo-
Rusgian Agreement, though it is far away from
Manchuria. This line of railway, being an exten-
sion of the Tientsin-Pekin line to Kalgan, would
have been the most powerful barrier against Russian
advance southwazrds.

'An important factor in considering the course of
events in North China, and an important and power-
ful influence in the direction of keeping it open to
trade,is the fact that the interestsof Japan areidentical
with our own, and that Japan is prepared to uphold
her rights resolutely when assailed by Russia. Japan
having a population increasing at the rate of balf a
‘million a year, and her cultivable area being comn-
paratively small, it is absolutely essential thaf she
ghould have room for expansion. The natural ex-
pansion of Japan, whether as regards climate,
fertility of soil, fisheries, or mineral wealth, is into
Korea. From my interviews with Japanese states-
men, I gathered that, even at the risk of swar, they
would prevent any Russian interference with what
they consider their priority of rightin Korea. More-



the trea.ty nghtq of all nations.

With regard to Kiao-chan, the Germans know
their own minds, and I saw not fewer than 5,000
Chinamen at work constructing the harbour works
and building the railway into the interior of
Shan- -tung, whilst palatial buildings were springing
up on all sides, 'The contrast between the activity
of the Russians at Port Arthur and of the Germans
at Kiau-chau and our do-nothing policy at Wei-
hai-Wei, after hayving somewhat ostentatiously
announced to the world that we had taken that place
ag a counterpoise to Port Arthur, is most humili-
ating, At Wei-hai-Wei not a single fort has been
constructed, not one gun mounted; practically no
buildings have been erected, and even the pier, with
30 feet of water at the end, which had been damaged
by the blowing-up of a Chinese man-of-war, has not
yet been repaired, though the uprights were ready
to  receive the superstructure. Beyond a little
dredging, the construction of water-condensing
apparatus, and the drilling of a few Chinese soldiers,
nothing seems to have been done. 'When I went fo
the top of the island at Wei-hai-Wei I wished the
Fivst Liord of the Treasury had been there with me;
for when I condemned the right hon. gentleman’s
action in having, unasked by Germany, precluded
us from connecting Wei-hai-Wei with the interior of
Shan-tung by railway, he interposed the remark
that it was physically impossible. I could look
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: ‘a”ﬁ‘he \coimtry towards Chefoo without behes )
“ble to see a hill a hundved feet high. And when,

i ‘jagmu, from the top of the pinnacle at Chefoo,‘

| looked towsards Wei-hai-Wei, the experience was

| the same. The fach is that few railways in the

world would be so easy of construction as one from

Wei-hai-Wei to Chefoo, and in at least two other.

directions leading from the territory appertaining to
Wei-hai-Wei through rich valleys into the interior of "
. Shan-tung, the same is true. Wei-hai-Wei might
have been made a great success as a commercial
port had we not thus tied our hands. The road-
stead ab Chefoo is most exposed, and for days
together in the winter ships can neither load nor
discharge. 'With proper facilities a large portion of*
the trade done through Chefoo would have been
transferved to Wei-hai-Wei,  Ag, however, the sitna~
tion is to-day, Russia having succeeded in convert-
ing the question in North China from a sea to a
land question, it is very doubtful whether money
ought to be spent on Wei-hai-Wei. In all pro-
bability the best course would be to hand Wei-hai-Wei
over to Grermany, if she, in return, would support
our taking another naval base at or near the mouth.
of the Yang-tsze River.

. The Government announced in this House that
_conoessions had been got for British subjects for

2,800 miles of railways in China. But terms and
~ conditions enabling the carrying-out of the projects
have not yet been arranged in connection with a
gingle concession. The Shanghai to Nankin and
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5 g veral other eoncessions were gWen as reparation
| forthe breach of faith on the part of the Chinese
Government in giving the Pekin-Hankow Coneession
to foreign Powers over our heads. Therefore in
regard to these our Government should stand no
nonsense as to the terms and conditions upon which
they should be built. Under the treaty of Tientsin
we are entitled to equally favourable terms and con-
‘ditions to those granted by the Chinese Government
' to Russia, France, and Germany ; but we find that
the Chinese Government are insisting npon a mixed
Chinese and European control, which has proved, in
the case of the Newchwang Extension Railway, to
' be surrounded by difficulties. Our Government
‘should insist on the British concessionnaires having
complete control of the security, that is, to pay
interest and repay principal, with a guarantee of
non-interference and the mhintenance of our rights,
giving only the Chinese Government an option of
taking over the railways on certain terms and condi-
tions. The Russians, Germans, and French will
enjoy this control; why not the British ? The
confidence of the British investor was disturbed by
the way in which the Government allowed Russia
to dictate the terms and conditions upon which the
Newchwang Extension Lioan should be concluded,
and by the unsatisfactory way in which the mixed
control has since operated ; for though they offered
12,000,000, - sterling against 2,300,0004. required
when that loan was floated, it is questionable
whether the money would now be forthcoming for
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BYén the cream of the railway concessions unless
‘obtained on the ferms and conditions T have men-
 tioned. With regard to the terms and conditions
upon which the concessions for these--what we
may  term-—reparation railways, T find that on
September 4, 1898, Sir Claude MacDonald stated in
a despatch that the terms accorded for the construe-
 tion of these lines will not be inferior to the terms
-granted for the construction of any railways in
China proper, and that they had agreed to send him
@ confidential Note to that effect. This would have
secured terms and conditions equal to those granted
to Germany for the railways she is constructing in
Shan-tung ; but, within a few days, under instruc-
tions from the First Liord of the Treasury, Sir
Clande MacDonald accepted these concessions on
not less favourable conditions than those granted to
the concessionnaires for the Pekin and Hankow
Railway. Those terms and conditions are workable
when in the hands of concessionnaires bhaving at
their back the Governments of Russia and France,
but are useless to British concessionnaires so long as
they do not receive the proper support from the
British Government.

An American syndicate entered into a preliminary
contract with the Chinese Grovernment for the build-
ing of a railway from Hankow to Canton, and also
made a provisional agreement with an English
syndicate, with the object of having this railway
constructed by an  Anglo-American company.
The Chinese Government, however, have thrown
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obsimcle in the way of the ratification of t;f“

8

T Gomoession on ternis and conditions not less favour-

~able to those granted to other Powers, whilst the
. Frenech Government have actively intervened to
- prevent the carrying through of the concession, and

. claimed that unless the American syndicate iy pre~

- pared to construct the line on the terms and condi-
tions of the Pekin and Hankow Concession the
_ right to construct the railway falls into their hands.

~ The question of by whom this important railway is
to be constructed is one vitally affecting the future
of the Chinese Empire; for, if the concessionnaires

of the Pekin and Hankow Railway are allowed to

secure this concession, it will give to Russia and -
France a railway systern through the heart of the
Chinese Empire from the extreme north to the

. extreme south, and will place them practically in

military occupation of it. - I hope, therefore, to hear
from the Under<Secretary that Her Majesty’s
Government are vigorously supporting the United
Btates Government in insisting that this railway,
penetrating as it does from the south right into the
heart of our supposed sphere of interest, the Yang-
‘tsze bagin, shall not be given to any other foreign
Powers,

To show how Her Majesty’'s Government
fails to sustain British rights in China, I may
instance the Pekin Syndicate. This ecorporation
wes promised a concession for a railway. to connect
its mineral properties in Shansi with the nawgable
limits of the Yangtsze River. But ‘whilst the



used to the Brxtlsh company, there has been

 secured by the concessionaires of the Pekin:Hankow

Railway the right to construct a railway from Kai-
feng-fu to Honan-fu, with the option of extending it

 to Bingan-fu, thus barring the road for the con-

struction of the railway promised to the Pekin
ﬁayndlca,te ‘
. Another achievement of Her Majesty’s Govern-

i) 0

ment was the Yangtsze Valley Agreement, which, even

now, many peoplein this country imagine secures to us

the Yangtsze Basin as a special sphere of influence
in which we have priority of rights. This, however,
is an absolute myth. Russia, France, Garmany,
and Japan are ‘all to-day more actively engaged in
advancing their commercial and political intexests in
the rich Yangtsze Basin than we are owrs. They
haye sovereign rights over various areas at Shanghai,
Hankow, and elsewhere, whilst we have none.

A further surrender on the part of Her Ma]esty’s
Government is in regard to the extension of the
French settlement at Shanghai. A firm stand was
originally taken againgt this demand by the Secre-
tary of State for Foreign Affairs; and backed up as
it was at the time by the United States of America,
it wag understood that the demand would not be

granted. How little needed such & concession was

will be made very clear when I state that in the
French coxwessmn already in existence there are
only seventéen Frenchmen resident; and yet, not-
mthstandmg thls, our diplomatists bave again given
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Way! Franoe has goﬁ the extensmn of her con 1o
smn, and British prestige has once more been
lowered in the eyes of the Chinese Government, ‘

| In one debate in this House we heard with great
- s&tlsfa,ctlon that Her Majesty’s Government had at
length determined to do something to uphold British

| commercial interests by the placing of gunboats on

' theinland waterways of China for the protection of

British trade. Two gunboats were sent out to
patrol the upper Yangtsze more than twelve
months ago; but, though their crews have been
paid by the British taxpayer and they have been on
the spot all this time, they have yet to make the
first ascent of that portion of the river which they
were intended to patrol; and the Under-Becretary .
informed us the other day that they were going fo
atterapt this next month. - The fact is, that these
i two boats, the ¢Woodcock’ and the ‘Woodlark,
are unsuitable for the purpose, both as regards con-
struction and steaming power. As they have to go
up rapids sometimes running thirteen and fourteen
knots an hour and steam only eleven knots, it is

/ obvious they can only mount the rapids with assist-
ance from shore, and they would be useless, there.
fore, il a hostile attitude were assumed by the
inhabitants of the district, The whirlpools and
cross-currents of the river ave in places so strong that
the gunboats ought to have paddle-wheels instead
of serews, and it is ridiculous to send out boats con-
structed of plates under one-eighth of an inch thick
instead of being at least three-sixteenths for a river of




‘ ‘n‘é‘edéd‘for the upper Yangtsze, the Admiralty decided

to send out two Nile gunboats. This is a serious

matter, 8o far ag the commercial interests of this
country are concerned, because a British cargo-
steamer is expected to be plying on the upper
Yangtsze within the next month or two ; and in all
probability the half-million Chinamen now carrying
on the trade on the river will regard this innovation as
& menace to their livelihood, and trouble will arise.
It is imperative that gunboats capable of going
wherever they may be required, without shore
assistance and without regard to the state of the
river, should be placed on the upper Yangtsze
immediately. The ¢ Woodcock’® and ¢ Woodlark,’
now there, should be transferred to the West River,
as on that river the old ¢ T'weed ' can steam only two
knots against the current, and the ‘ Sandpiper’ four
knots, which, all will agree, renders them quite
unable to cope effectually with the pirates who
infest that district. The pirates on the West River
have more than once seized British-owned steamers,
ransacked them, and then used them for capturing
 tichly laden native junks. But up to the present
time no punishment whatever has been inflicted on
the perpetrators of these outrages. It is true we are
told that the Admiral is now considering the question
of how best to repress the piracy. But why now ?
Why not twelve months ago? Why were the guu-

boats in the district prevented for so long a times
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_é.ctér of the ﬁppef Ya;nigtsze.“ Apparentl

it any inquiry whatever, when gunboats were



Then, Wlth rega.ld to the opemng up of all the

; mlamd waterways of China, the agreement with the

. Chinese Grovernment was announced in this House

' 88 one which would make it possible to take British

. merchandise in British ships, not merely to the
| ports recognised by treaty, but to every riverside
town and station in the whole interior of China.
On the strength of this agreement leadmg British
shlpplng firms in China expended 60,0001 in build-
|ing steamers to trade from Hong Kong and Canton

up the West River. So far, however, from these |

steamers being allowed to take British goods to
every riverside town and station, they have not been ‘
permitted to load or discharge cargo at ‘intervening
places between the treaty ports. They have conse-
quently been working at a considerable losg, and
several have been taken off altogether. The right
hon. gentleman the Under-Secretary for Foreign
Affairs, In answer to & question I put to him the
~other day * on this subject, said this was not within
the knowledge of the Foreign Office. In view,
‘however, of the Iengthy correspondence between |
the s]mppmg firms in China and the British Lega-
tion in Pekin on this question, it seems extras
_ordinary that the Foreign Office should not have "
received this important information, In reply to »
further guestion, the right hon. gentleman said the

¥ Bee the Parliameniary Debates [Fourth Heries], vol. Ixxx.
. b 1180. ‘



\ f‘nex‘s to trade in steamers where native boats
had been permitted, but this did not include every
riverside town and station. I must, however, refer

the right hon. gentleman to the express declaration

made in this House by his predecessor, Mr.” Curzon,
to which T have already alluded. I am informed by
those engaged in trading on the Chinese inland
waterways that native boats are permitted to trade
with every riverside town and station, and also
escape with lower duties. This being so, it is
obviously impossible for British steamers to compete
when they are required to have one steamer to trade
between treaty ports and s second with the other
riverside towns and stations, both boats running
probably half empty; whereas, if, according to the
| agreement, they were allowed to load and discharge
cargo ab every riverside town and station, whether
treaty ports or not, one steamer would do
where two are now employed, and a profitable trade
would be carried on. I have repeatedly pressed the
Government to insist upon the carrying out in its
entirety of this agreement with the Chinese Govern-
ment, and I should be glad to learn from the right
N hon. gentleman to-night that the Government are
determined to insist on this.

With regard to South China and Western China,
in the course of my journey I penetrated through
the Yangtsze gorges 1,600 miles np the Yangtsze
River., 1 travelled some distance into the rich
province of Szechuan, with its fifty millions of

R
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ustrlous and prosperous inhabitants, T found this i
provmce is covered by French Jesuit priests, who,, i
in addition to the work of a religious propaganda,
gather and transmit to the French Government
mformatxon as to the mineral wealth and the
commercial possibilities of the country. They have
practically completed a geological survey of the
province, and now the French are pressing for
exclusive rights to work minerals in six districts
which they believe to be rich in mineral wealth.
They have aleo prepared a chart of the Yangtsze
River, which was to me of invaluable service. As in
South Africa it has been found that we actually had
no knowledge of the country around Ladysmith,
though it had been our military headquarters for
years, 80 in China our charts are out of date, and
therefore useless. An Admiralty chart of the
Yangtsze was prepared in 1861, and some glight
corrections have been made since, but it is at the
present time no guide to the navigation of & river of
the changing character of the Yangtsze.

I have again and again drawn the attention of
the Government to the agreement of January,
1896, between the British Government and the
French Government, under which each nation bound
itself to use its best offices with the Chinese
Government to secure for the other similar and in-
creased opportunities and facilities for trading with
Yunnan and Szechuan. This agreement has been
entirely disregarded by the French Government
without caelling forth any remonstrance from Her
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saty's Government. Nanning-fu, the treaty
port on the Wesi River, which was declared to be
open more than a year ago (as was admitted the
other night by the right hon. gentleman) still
remains unopened. And remembering the violent
opposition on the part of the French to the opening
of Nanning-fu, one cannot but feel that in all pro-
bability the delay in the opening is due to French
influence. I hope to hear from the right houn,
gentleman that Her Majesty’s Government will not
allow further delay, as we have a right to expeect
that the state of affairs under which British goods
have to be transhipped from Hong Kong, sent
through Tonkin up to South-west China, and ate
subjected to a differential duty of 10 per cent, when
passing through French territory, shall be ended
without delay.

The French are busily engaged in constructing
a railway from Tonkin towards Yunnan, with the
intention of ultimately carrying it forward into
Bzechuan, and of drawing the trade of South-west
China down to the sea through French Tndo-China,
and with the declared expectation that sooner op
later France will be able to annex Szechuan,
Yunnan, Kwang-si, and Kwang-tung-—the  four
great Chinese provinces to the north of her Indo-
China possessions. When we have regard to the
fact that seven-eighths of the imports into French
Indo-China in 1885 went from England, Germany,
and Bwitzerland, and that to-day, owing to differ-
enfial duties in favour of French goods, amounting

R 2
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‘.‘%%mvﬁ i Jhorae cases to 50 per cent., three- fourth 9/

re imports go from France, and only one-fourth
from the rest of the world, we have an ob]eot-lesson*
of the vital importance of resolutely upholding our
just commercial rights in South and South-west
Ching, if in the future we are not to see British
trade strangled by differential tariffs in those regions
also.

Her Majesty’s Government took great credit for
the Kau-lung extension opposite Tong Kong. Butb
T find that the value of the extension was very much
reduced by the obstinacy with which the home
authorities, contrary to the strongly expressed
opinion of both civil and military authorities ount
there, accepted the present boundary, which forms
no natural defence. The river is easily fordable
in many places; it is considerably south of the
head of Mirs Bay, included in the congession,
and besides contains no healthy camping ground.
They ought to have insisted that the boundary
ghould be a natural line of mountains running
glightly north of the head of Mirs Bay, which
would have given a healthy camping gzound
and @ strong natural frontier. Tt will be in the
recollection of the House that, owing to the oppo-
gition to the British when taking possession, we
occupied Sam Chun, outside the boundary, where we
had @ most bealthy camp. However, while I was
at Hong Kong, instructions came from home that,
under arrangements made with the Chinese Go-
vernmeént, Sam Chun was to be evacuated. This; it




pomted out to the Chinese Governmenb tha.t we had
been allowed to occupy o territory beyond the con-
cession agreed upon, and that they were in conse-
quence claiming further concessions around theix
newly acquired treaty port in the south.  If this,
was 80, the result at any rate was not creditable to
British diplomacy, for within a week of our evacua-
tion of Sam Chun the French demands were con-
ceded in full by the Chinese Crovernment.
Again and again in this House declarations of
policy have been made by Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment which, if carried out, would have given the
greatest satisfaction to everybody interested im the
upholding and the extending of our commerecial
interests in the Far Hast. Buat, unfortunately,
whether in regard to agreements such as the Anglo-
Russian Agreement, in the matter of railway con-
cessions, the opening -of the inland waterways, the.
patrolling by gunboats of the Yangtsze and the
West Rivers, or the terms and conditions upon which
the aoquisition of Wei-hai-Wei and Kau-lung have
been secured, all alike have proved delusive and
ungatisfactory. And I do not hesitate to say that
in China our prestige and influence, which were
predominant five years ago, are non-existent to-day,
The Bluae-book issued yesterday is unfortunately
largely o further record of failure on the part of
Her Majesty’s Grovernment to deal successfully with
the Tsung-ii-Yamen. This voluminous paper hardly
contains one instance where a distinet diplomatic



"]esty § Government to do, in v1ew of accomphshed-
facts in the Far Hast, in order to retrieve as far as
possible the disastrous results of their neglect to
pursue a firm and definite policy? The under-
standing arvived at between the United States
 Government and the other nations interested in the
trade of China, securing, if faithfully observed, the
maintenance of the open door, appears to afford
another golden opportunity for seeking the further
friendly co-operation of the Great Powers in the
promotion of administrative reforms, so greatly
needed for the strengthening of the Imperial Go-
vernment and for maintaining the integrity of China,
the necessity for which the United States Govern-
ment so fully recognise.

All authorities in China agree that a serious
mistake was made in allowing the deposition of the
Emperor last year, and the assumption of the
control of China by the reactionary Dowager
Hmpress, who 18 a usurper and has no title whatever
to occupy her present position. In view of the
gsomewhat alarming news as to the disturbed con-
dition and anti-foreign feeling in various parts of
China, joint action ought, in my opinion, to be taken
by the Powers, to replace the Emperor on the
throne ; for it is undoubted that his sympathies are
genuinely in favour of reform and the opening up of
hig country to trade. But, in addition to this, I
would draw the attention of Her Majesty’s Govern-
- ment to the fact that the Chinese Government
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g be powerless to resist the aggressmn, tprnto = L

Ty and otherwise, of other Powers unless she is
emmbled to have her naval and military forces re-
_ organiged. This she cannot do unless her revenues
are congiderably increased. I would therefore
strongly urge that the time has come for a revision
of the customs tariff in China, and that at present
the maritime customs import duty of 5 per cent.,
which is a maximum of 5 per cent., and in many
oases really much less, should be substantially in-
greased, on the condition that not only every
viverside town and station, but also the interior of
China, is freely thrown open to foreign trade, and
that some satisfactory rearrangement to secure the
equitable levying of lkin would be included in the
agreement.  The proportion should be fixed that is
to be paid into the provincial and Jmperml troasuries
respectively.  Some system of paying ofticials, so as
to render it possible for them to live without
corruptly. applying any portion of the revenues
which pass through their hands, is essential. Tt
would appear desirable that the increased revenues
thug obtained by China should be allocated to specific
_ purposes, and should be given only on condition that
an agreed amount be expended on the reorganisa-
tion of the military and naval forces of China, under
officers to be jointly provided by those Powers who
do not desire the partition of the country; that a
 turther sum be &pphed to river conservancy, with a
view of improving the navigation of such great
commercial arteries of the Chinese Empire as the
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- Yangtsze and West Rivers, under the control of
 international congervancy boards ; and that there be
& previous ratification, on satisfactory terms and
conditions, of railway concessions promised to British
concessionnaires, .

It joint action were taken by the United States
~of America, England, Japan, and Germany in
support of the policy T have indicated, it would be
difficult for Russia and France to hold aloof. I
have always recognised the vast importance to
British trade of the development of our Indian
Empire. But the great Empire of China, with its
four hundred millions of industrious trading people,
ity greater fertility ' of soil, and its enormonus
mineral resources, is in 1y opinion of still greater
importance to the British nation, considered from s
commercial point of view. I therefore earnestly
hope that the Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairg
may be able to assure the House to-night that this
policy of preserving China for the Chinese, and de-
veloping her resources in the interests alike of the
‘population of that country and of all nations, will
receive the vigorous and determined support of Her
Majesty’s Government ; for in thig way, and in this
way alone, can the just influence and commercial
rights of the British nation be preserved in the Far
Bast.




CHAPTER XV

THE PRESENT ORISIS

. Bvom I rveviewed the situation in China on )

. Maxch 30 last, very grave events have oceurrved with
startling rapidity. I then said that the neglect of
the British Government to take Vigorous Imeasures
at the time of the coup d'état in 1898 to prevent
the setting aside of the Emperor was & most seriots
mistake and would have far-reaching consequences,
I pointed out that the reactionary Dowager Empress
18 & usurper and Lias no title whatever to exercise the
functions of government. I drew attention to the
disturbed condition and anti-foreign feeling in vari-
ous parts of China and urged that joint action ought
to be taken by the Powers to replace the Emperor on
the throne, as his sympathies were undoubtedly in
favour of reform. ‘

- /This statement and the policy indieated were
ridiculed by the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs. * LR
Few, however, vealised at that time how impera-
tive it was that not a day should be lost in carrying
. out what I advocated, viz.: the compulsory retire-
- ment of the Empress Dowager and the restoration
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i the young Emperor to practical power by con-
. certed action on the part of England and all the
other Powers who could have been mduced to join
hery

The Hong Kong China Association early in lagt
year gent a communication to the Foreign Office
- strongly representing that trouble was brewing in
. Ching, and that an anti-foreign outbreak was almost
certain to take place.

They expressed their strong conviction that it
was of the highest importance that adequate naval
and military forces should be concentrated at Wei-
hai~Wei or Hong Kong in order that they might be
promptly available for the protection of the lives and
property of British subjects in any part of China,.
Both the Foreign Office and Sir Claude Macdonald
unfortunately disregarded this warning, and we were
therefore unable, when the uprising occurred, to place
a sufficient force on the ground without delay.

It is clear that a lamentable and fatal ignorance
as to what was transpiring in China prevailed both
at the Foreign Office and at the British Liegation in
Pekin. We have been indebted to the ¢ Times ’ corre-
spondent much more than to the British Legation
for information about what has occurred from day
to day in Pekin for some years past.

With regard to the present anti-foreign outbreak,
however, not only the British Legation but even
Sir Robert Hart appears to have been in ignorance
of the fact that it was impending. It is only fair
also to remember that the representatives of other
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1 surpmse
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.ers at Pakm have beem eq*mlly taken by )

" No doubt many canses ha.ve led to the npmsmg ‘

‘ of the Chinese against the foreigners. IForemost
among them L place the absence of any firm and

| ~ definite policy on the part of England and the

congequent arbitrary and aggressive action of Russia
and Germany in extorting concessions enabling
them to enter mto military occupation of Chmese

. territory.
Thisunjustinterference undoubtedly strengthened

the hands of the reactionary and anti-foreign

Bmpress Dowager and her following, and made the
1898 coup d'état possible. Under the influence of
her reactionary ministers the establishment of
Boxers' societies was encouraged.

The moderate men were one by one got rid of,
and finally came the outburst which a refusal on the
part of the Powers to allow the supersession of the
Emperor in 1898 would have prevented. From the
time of the Chino-Japanese war the British Govern-
ment should have shown a resolute determination to
preserve China for the Chinese and to keep that
Empire equally open to the trade of all nations, in
accordance with the treaties of Nankin and Tientsin.
In this policy we could have relied upon the co-
- operation of .Tapan and the United States of
 America.

All the Chinese statesmen I interviewed spoke

 bitberly of their great disappointment that England,

- whom they had always regarded as their best friend,



| CHINA AND THE PRESENT ORist{ L
e ,"notgfstood{ by them and enabled them to el |
“gggressions, A ‘

. It seems clear now that the Chinese, though
apparently yielding to every demand made upon
- them which was backed by force, were at the same
fime quietly but vigorously engaged in preparing for
a single-handed effort to expel the intruders.

How ignorant all nations were of the extent to
which the Chinese army has lately been equipped
with the best modern artillery and rifles and trained
in their use is shown by the unhesitating and confi-
dent manner in which a mixed international force
of under 2,000 men set out and made a gallant
attempt to relieve Pekin.

With regard to the present situation the first duty
of the Powers is to restore law and order where anarchy
and bloodshed now reign, and then to set up a more
enlightened and stable government in China. The
great viceroys, Liu Kun Yi, Chang Chih Tung, and
others who are believed to be doing their utmost to
protect foreigners and to maintain order throughout
the vast territories they govern, will earn the grati-
tude of the civilised world and promote the interests
of their own country by continuing in that course.
These viceroys, if in fayour of reform, as I believe,
should be included in the Government which must
be formed under the protection of the Powers. To
encourage them and to strengthen their hands, it
should be distinctly intimated to the viceroys that
not only can they rely on receiving any assistance
that may be necessary now, but that we will
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-‘x*a,ntee therm the fullesb protectmn hereafter el
‘'should any attempt be made to inflict punishment

o upon | ‘them in consequence of their friendly action.

' Mhe Chinese people could then, without fear of conse-
' quences, show their real views, and I am confident
it 'would be found that the reformers are a not in-
considerable body. The greatest diffienlty may be s
divergence of opinion among the Powers as to what =
ought to be done at the conclusion of hostilities;
but the recent declaration of policy on the part of
Germany in Count von Bilow's Circular leaves
' mothing to be desired, and if Fngland, Japan, and
the United States of America give it their united
support, Russia and France are bound to fall into
line. Germany’s policy is defined in that Circular
to be ¢ the restoration of security for the person, the
~ property, and the work of subjects of the Grerman
- Dmpiro in China, the rescue of the foreigners be-
sieged in Pekin, the re-establishment and the safe-
guarding of law and order under a proper Chinese
Government, and retribution and satisfaction for the
barbarities which have been perpetrated.  We
desiire no partition of China; we have no separate
advantages for ourselves in view. The Imperial

Government feels convinced that the maintenance

of the understanding among the Powers is the pre-

.‘ hmma,r'y condition of the restoration of peace and

order in. China.’

The Government of the United States of Amenca
obtmned certain assurances from the Powers in
regard to the maintenance throughout China of the
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that tume urged the necessuty for the mtro&uotmn
of administrative reforms into the govemment of
' the’ conntry

1t is more than unforbunate that the ex1gencles
of a presidential election should apparently paralyse
their action at this important crisis, but it is to be
hoped that when the election is over we may have
their vigorous co-operation in support of the just
policy they so ably and successfully promoted and
advocated.

' Having regard to the fact, as stated in the Honse
of Commons the other day, that out of a total
Chinese foreign trade of seventy millions sterling last
year the share of the British Empire was forty-three
millions, and that this is capable of indefinite ex-
pansion, it is clear that our commercial interests are
vitally bound up in the maintenance of ‘the open
“door.

It “has been assumed that Great Britain has
effectively claimed priority of right in the Yangtsze
bagin as her sphere. This assamption i3 not
justified, because Japan, Germany, the United

. Btates of America, Russia, and France are as actively
engaged in promoting their commercial mterests in
the Yangtsze valley as we are, and some of them have
even acquired quasi-sovereign possession of portions
of territory therein, 'We have, therefore, no,priority.

. Put shortly, then, the policy of the British Govern-

ment should be—to strenuously seek, in concert with
‘other nations, to secure the removal of those now in
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in Pekm, and to set up in China a st&ble and

the Powers, so that China may be preserved for the
Chinese and remain open equally to the trade of all

QL

‘enlightened Government under the protection of

nations, This policy is identical with that of Count -

von Bilow.

' It is of vital importance to the future prospemy
of the British Empire that the Chinese problem
‘should be solved on just and equitable lines.
The various concessions, whether in regard fto
railways or the opening up of the inland water-
ways, so that British ships could take British
goods to any riverside town or station, remain &
dead letter.

When a settlement is arvived at it is essential
that it should include the rearrangement of the
commercial treaties, go that the Chinese Government
shall receive substantially increased import duties,
on the following conditions :

Firstly, that all likin is abolished, and that in lien
of it the provincial governments shall receive a
certain proportion of the increased revenues.

Secondly, that the officials are adequately paid, so
that it may no longer be excusable to appropriate
money passing through their hands.

Thirdly, that the inland waterways and the
interior of China, shall be opened freely and equally
to the trade of all nations, and that a sum. shall be

_allocated out of the imperial revenues to be expended

under International Conservancy Bourds in removing
obstractions to navigation on the Yangtsze, West,
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Fourthly, that the Chmese Government shall be
given the right to take over, on specified terms and
conditions, all railways built with foreign capital—
. the undertakings being mortgaged to and remaining
under the control of the companies providing the
capital until principal and interest have been repaid.
' To place Great Britain in a position to exercise
the powerful influence which her vast commercial
interests demand in connection with the settlement
I have ventured to suggest, and to prevent her being
overshadowed by any other Power in the arrange-
ments required for the constitution of & new Chinese
Government, she must now take a full share in the
task of restoring order. The situation appears to
demand an augmentation of our naval and military
forces, especially the latter, beyond the reinforce-
ments already announced ; and I can only express
the hope that more foresight will be shown by Her
Majesty's Grovernment in preparing for all possible
contingencies than was the case in regard to South
Africa.



CHAPTER XVI

NOTES ON A VISIT TO JAPAN AND KOREA

AN American writer has said of Japan: It ig un-
questionably the unique nation of the globe—the
land of dream a,nd, enchantment, the land which
could hardly differ more from our own were if
located on another planet, its people not of this
world,’ and this I largely endorse.

Now, think of a nation homogeneous to a degree,
living under a single dynasty dating back 2,500 years,
and during all those years having the sentiment of
loyalty taught and cherished till it became a passion
and an object of worship ; think of the national pride
engendered by the fact that not once in all those
many centuries has the foot of an invader been
suffered to press the soil.

‘THE OLD ORDER CHANGETH'

Thefollowing paragraph admirably summarises
the marvellous change which has taken place in
Japan almost in a single generation: ‘dJapan,
gecluded for over two centuries from contact with
the outer world, was burst open by the American
expedition in 1863-4 under the command of

8



country, a8 the best means of preservmg 1ts mdepen- !
' dence. Ships were bought, foreign naval and mili-
tary instructors engaged, feudalism replaced by a
. centralised = autocracy, education reorganised on

. the pattern presented by Western nations, posts,
 telegraphs, and railways introduced, Enropean dress,

EBuropean manners, European amusements adopted,

Buddhism disestablished, Christianity-—if not en-

couraged-~tolerated by the constitution. In short,

in every sphere of activity, the old order gave place

to the new. The change has been specially marked

gince the successful war with China in 1894-5, the

prestige then acquired having given an extraordinary

impetus to trade and industry on HKuropean lines.

But even Japan, great as is the power of imitation

and assimilation possessed by her people, has not

been able completely to transform her whole material,

mental, and social being within the limits of a single

lifetime. Fortunately for the curious observer, she

. continues in a state of transition, less Japanese and

more Huropean day by day, it is true, but still retain-

ing characteristios of her own, especially in the dress,

manners, and beliefs of the lower classes, Those

who wish to see as much ag possible of the old order

of things should come quickly.’

VOLCANOES

The country is mountainous and has compara-
tively little flat land. The mountains of Japan are,



. BARTHQUAKES

w6/most: part, voleanic. Many of them are sti
tive, and number 170. Xarthquakes are frequent.
Minor shocks average from thirty or forty to several
hundreds annually—-I have experienced several--
and of severe shocks history shows that there have
been some two or three in each century, entailing
the overthrow of dwellings and great destruction of
human and animal life.

VEGETABLE PRODUUTS

Rich soil, a genial climate, and a sufficient rain-
fall produce luxuriant vegetation ; cultivated fields
and gardens succeed each other through wide areas.
Moreover, the main island possesses very great
varieties of wvegetation. In Nankaido (Southern
fea highway region) are thick verdant forests,
abounding in giant trees. Sugar-cane, tobacco,
and cotton find a soil congenial to their growth ; the
cocon, the banyan tree, and the banana flourish in
the Rinkiu and Ogasawara Islands. In short, the
general aspect is fropical. Passing thence to the
Central districts, great varieties of vegetation are
found. The pine, the oak, the camphor tree, and
the bamboo grow in the woods ; while the mulberry,
the tea-plant, the lacquer-tree, millet, the five coreals,
and various kinds of fruits and vegetables are seen
in the fields and gardens.  Finally, even in Hokkaido,
though the cold is great, the soil is fertile and t;he
vegetation luxuriant. :

82
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FISH AND BIRD‘S |

All along the coast fish and orustacea.ns are
found in such abundance that they more than suffice
for the ordinary food of the inhabitants. Of birds

there is & great variety, some possessing ‘beautiful

i plumage, others melodious notes, and others being

- suitable for food. In the last-mentioned class are
fowls and ducks. The silkworm is largely reared

throughout the main island, the climate and soil
. being particularly suitable for the purpose.

NATIVE OCOUPATIONS

The people of the main island live chiefly upon
rice, vegetables, and fish. The great majority of
those in the interior engage in agriculture, while
those on the coasts devote their time to fishing,

PROTECTIVE WORKS

As we approached Yokohama I had pointed out to
me the entrance to the Naval Arsenal, which 18 said
to be impregnable. There are also strongly fortified
positions on the hills, and forts erected at intervals
across the bay. We landed in steam-launches.

NOVEL CARRIAGHS

Jaxriages drawn by horses are somewhat rare in
Japan, A light two-wheeled ca.rria,ge known as a
¢ jinvicksha,’” and drawn by men, is the usual
means of locomotion. I greatly envied the magmi-
ficent muscular development of the legs of the
¢ jinricksha-men.’
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CUBTOM-HOUSE EXPERIENOE sty ;

I ha.d 8 somewhat novel experience at the
Custom House, where, in my absence, three of my
boxes were forcibly opened and a box of new neck-
ties taken out. The officials demanded & larger
amount for duty than the actual cost in England.
This I refused on principle to pay, as, in the first
place, the proper duty under the new ftreaty is only
15 per cent. on silk goods, and also becanse they were
articles of wearing apparel, just the same as my
collars and shirts, and therefore not liable to duty.
After a certain amount of correspondence the neck-
ties were returned, and it was admitted that a
“mistake had been made in taking the package from
my trunk and in holding it for duty.

RAILWAYS

Thirty years ago there was not a railway in
Japan. Now there are over 3,000 miles of railways,
which for the most part pay well. Poor though
Japan is, comparatively speaking, the Japanese so
appreciate the fact that railways are the most
powerful factor in advancing the prosperity and
development of a country, that, notwithstanding
their heavy burden for armaments, they are going
to spend twelve millions sterling between this
year and 1905 in the laying down of railways.
Travelling is slow, but fairly comfortable. One
thonsand miles of railway belong to the State; and
there is a strong movement in favour of the
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o atxonahsatlon of ra;ﬂw&ys, Which 1\ hope Wlll be:.‘ i

. successful. Railway fares run about one penny a“‘[ ‘
i ‘mlle first class and a farthing per mile third. -
At the stations you hear the musical calls of menf

offering for sale newspapers and refreshments ; sub-

 stantial Japanese luncheons of fish, rice, and pickles
can be had for twopence halfpenny each. Sake, beer,
and biscuits are also sold.

SIMILARITY IN POSITION OF JAPAN AND ENGLAND

The Japanese consider that, inhabiting as they
do & group of islands somewhat similar to the British
Isles, they are in many respects in the same position
a8 lingland. Many, therefore, attach more impor-
tance to having a strong navy than a strong army,
thongh, having adopted largely the German forms of
military organisation, conseription is in force, and
every Japanese when he attains the ageof twenty must
serye two years in the army. They have begun to
realise that with a population increasing at the rate
of 400,000 a year it is essential, since their cultivable
land is limited in avea, that they, like England,
should establish more industries and become a
manufacturing nation. Lacking as they do natural

- zesources in the shape of iron ore, and having only &
limited quantity of coal and lumber, they are uu-
likely to be serious oompetitors with England or
America so far as the iron and steel tra,des are com-
cemed : L
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i EDUCATION M L

Tl becoming & rare thing to find & man or a
woman unable to read or write, although the labour
involved in this acquirement is infinitely greater than
that imposed upon the learner in any Western land,
The Japanese are making good progress education-
ally. They have more than three millions of children
in their elementary day-schools, and the education
of every child over six years of age is compulsory.
They have adopted the German system as their
model, and are building splendid schools for second-

_ary education, in regard to which, if well staffed
and administered, they will certainly soon be ahead
of HEngland unless we bestir onrselves.

NEWSPAPERS

To read the better class of newspapers, which
employ & range of four or five thousand characters
ag compared with the twenty-six letters of the
Hnglish alphabet, is a great achievement ; but in a
newspaper printing establishment the multitudinous
and enormous cases of type necessary to hold the
thousands of characters required for the columng of
‘a Japanese ‘daily’ would strike terror into the
hearts of the Western newspaper men. The com-
positors themselves sit at their cases, each conta,i'ning
the forty-seven Kana before him, but every one of
them has half-a-dozen agile boys to assist in the
hunting among the numerous divisions of the
‘mountain of type containing the Japanese ideo-
graphs. In and out among the cases, piled like
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: 'ook sta.cks ina g“reat hbmxy, these boys, who mustfpj |
needs be something of scholars themselves, jostle
| against one another in their eagerness, all the time
keeping up their weird chant to refresh their
memories. Not one of the objects of their search
escapes them, and in a few minutes the compositor
hag the required types before him, selected from the
four to five thousand characters employed. :

TAXATION OF LAND

1t was interesting to me to find that the taxation
of land is perbaps the most burning political ques-
tion in Japan. Contrary to what one would expect,
the Progressionisis oppose any increase in the land
tax. I ought to explain that this land tax, which
wag formerly paid to the old feudal nobles, now
goes to the Emperor. The amount of the tax is
about 54 per cent. on old assessments made about
8 quarter of a century ago, and much below its
present value. Bome politicians gain popularity by
opposing an increase in the land tax in the rural
districts, and others by opposing any increase in the
land tax and other direct taxation in the urban
districts. The question of the incidence of taxation
ig a matter demanding the attention of politicians
of all schools in Japan as urgently as it does in
Kngland, for there is much need of reform in both
countries in order to secure the application of the
only equitable principle on which taxation can pro-
ceed—viz. that every man shall be taxed according
to his ability to pay. !



| GRADUATED TAXATION
'he pnnclple of graduated taxation is applied in

Japan to a greater extent than in England, As
reg&rds the income tax, no one is liable to pay unless

he has an income of 800 yen, when 1 per cent. is
demanded, and this rises by a gradusted scale up to
15 per cent., according to the amount of his incore.

COMMERCIAL DISHONESTY

1 regret to say that on all hands I have bad the

statement that Japanese traders are not specially
distinguished for honesty, particularly in their busi-
ness relations with foreigners. We have in this a
most striking proof that the character of people is
largely formed by the nature of their surroundmgs
For hundreds of years the trading class in Japan
has occupied a very low place in the social scale. In

the lagt thirty years, since the feudal system hag been

abolished, the position of traders has greatly changed,
and now some of those who were nobles are engaged
in trade, and I am told there is reason to hope that
shortly business affairs in Japan will be conducted on
more honest lines.

PORCELAIN AND CLOISONNI

Two of the most interesting industries in Japan
are the production of porcelain and cloisonnd. I
went over some of the works, and the skill of the
artists in pa.mtmg and mampula,tmg the goods
throughout the various processes is remarkable. I
observed that many of the workers had skin erup-

"COMMEP;d;AL.ﬁT‘HIQS d 2@L |
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‘,»“ThiS?WW ‘\»mm":éfi?noﬁiqea,ble‘owing]fto the
seanty clothing which they wear in this hot climate.

1 conclude that the Japanese still require to adopt
laws securing the greatest possible protection for
workmen whe follow dangerous trades, as what I
saw seemed to point to lead poisoning.

JAPANESE COAL

Japanese coal has recently fallen considerably,
the previous high price having led to over-production,
During the Chino-Japanese war Welsh coal was
bought for the Japanese navy to some considerable
extenf, and this would be the case in the event of
. another war, owing to its smokeless character. The
Russian, German, and English fleets out here all use
‘Welsh coal, and I think they might with advantage
mix a portion of best Yorkshire hard steam with it.

TOKYO ARSENAT, i

By permission of the military authorities, T was
taken over the arsenal at Tokyo, where the rifles
and cartridges needed for the Japanese army. are
manufactured by over six thousand workmen. The
workshops and machinery are excellent. Most of
the machinery has been supplied from England, and
next to England comes America. T was surprised
to find, however, that the steel bars out of ‘which
‘the barrel of the rifle is formed are always supplied
by France. Major Murata, son of the inventor of
‘the Murata rifle, which the Japanese used in the
Chino-Japanese war, showed me round, and per-
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y-: explmned both the working of the Muirata
le and also of a new rifle which they adopted two
years ago. It is a magazine rifle, with very sinaple
meuha,msm, and ig loaded with five cartridges at a.
time, o far as one could judge, the Japanese
workmen are very handy, but T am told they turn
out much less work per man than English workmen.

MOUNTAIN RESORTS

Afber spending several days in the moist hot
atmosphere of Tokyo in the really iovd work of
collactmg information, I went to the mountains fo
recruit in fresher air, and to enjoy the beauties of
Nature, in which the districts of Nikko, Chuzenp,
and Yumoto sbound. Nikko is 2,000 feet above the
sea-level, and there I inspected some of the finest
temples in Japan. They are the tombs of the first
and third Shoguns of the Tokugawa family, called
in the freaty with England the Tycoon The carved
wood is covered with lacquer in rich bharmonious
colours, and the whole effect is very  beautiful.
These temples are embosomed in magnificent woods
 rising high above them, and containing some of the
finest tlmber in Japan Btretching twenty miles
away from Nikko is a wonderful avenue of
cryptomeria trees, a kind of cedar, which lines the
‘old highway leading to that place. ‘

From Nikko I went on to Chuzenji, where
there is a fine lake surrounded by high hills clothed
to their very summit with luxuriant vegetation. A
“fnrther expedition brought me to Yumoto, where
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~$cores of hot sulphur springs, of a temperature
~ high enough to boil eggs, bubbled forth from the
ground. Close by Yumoto is a gem of a lake sur-
ronunded by splendid pine forests. Yumoto is 4,700
feet above the sea, and the stream descending from
this to the lake of Chuzenji is precipitated over
huge, almost perpendicular slopes of rock, in large
and beautiful waterfalls.

FLOWERS AND FRUIT

As everr one knows, Japan at certain seasons of
th . year is rendered still more attractive by a profu-
gion of flowers. It is especially noted for its magni-
ficent show of cherry and plum blossom, and there
18 also the gorgeous wistaria, the lotus, the azalea ten
to twenty-five feet high, and the iris. It is the
natural home of the chrysanthemum, which blooms
everywhere. - The huge, beautiful, and strongly
perfumed tiger lily grows wild, and the root of this
plant is used as a vegetable.

As regards fruit, which is of poor quality, pears,
peaches, plums, persimmons, oranges, apples, and
several kinds of melons are chiefly grown.

Among the fowls are cocks whose tails are from
four to six yards long. There are crabs fourteen inches
- across the body, and as much ag six feet from the
extremity of one claw to the other.

JAPANESE TOWN AT NIGHT

One of the things a traveller should not fail to do
in Japan ig to stroll in the streets of a large town at



&»treets, Whmh were hhronged W1th the pmturesquely
dressed Japanese, were ablaze with light, i
’]?hexe were many excellent lamps ; also a multi-
tude of Japanese lanterns, which produced a very
prebty effect.  There are no shop windows in the
English senge; the stores open right on to the street,
and were well patronised. 'In the refreshment-
houses I noticed ices being made by the somewhat
novel method of scraping a large piece of ice over
what was exactly like a carpenter’s plane, thu pro-
jecting blade cutting a thin layer off each time the
ice was passed over it. To the ice thus shred was
added a little sugar, as the customers were served.
‘Wooden erections resembling tables are built on
supports fixed in the river which runs through the
heart of Kyoto. On these crowds of people recline
and are served with refreshments.  The whole
river on both sides thus fitted out for some distance
and illuminated with hundreds of lanterns and
lights, made & brilliant scene. All seemed to be
enjoying themselves. The Japanese, 1 understand,
are more given to holiday-making than most other
TACes,

JAPANESH HABITS

A Japanese, on entering a house, removes his
shoes instead of his hat, and if he takes up a book

10 read, he opens it at the back and reads from right ; ‘

. to left instead of from left to right.
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st P They are. a merry people, and do not take like- L
““Reriously. In the middle of the afternoon in Tokyo
I saw the native theatres, the zoological gardens, the
",-fpa.rks, ond the museums crowded with people. The
artificial water in their parks is full of huge goldﬁ.sh,
and when one bought prepared food and threw it
~ into the water the fish simply swarmed for if, and
~ fought one over the other in an almost solid mags in
order to secure a share of it, a langhing crowd of
Japanese invariably looking on.  They are without
exception, o matter what their station in life may
be. tlxe most polite people I have ever met. ,

I had the novel experience of being ten days in
the country without paying a single bill. The hotel-
keeper would not take Fnglish money, and after
entertaining me at one hotel recommended me to
another, asking me to pay them when I had an oppor-
tanity of forwarding Japanese money. One inn-
keeper went so far ag to lend me the wherewithal

for my railway fares.

. In engaging a carriage there are invariably two
men on the box, one of whom drives, while the
other is constantly jumping on and off, running
in front of the carriage before a corner is turned
to clear the track, and uttering cries with the

 same object. 'The men are dressed in blue flowing
. robes, with a band round their waists. - They have
large flat yound black hats of mushroom shape,
and wear white gloves. The footman always
opens the carriage door when you get in or out

~ hat in band and'bowing low.
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skpaess wommw o T

Wi am told that by far the larger part of the kas il
 of the best age of J apanese literature are of feminine
L 'a.uthorshm Women occupy a posutxon of gre&ter‘ |
gocial equality with men than is the case in any
“other Oriental country. i
. The women wear what may be described
. ''ns n broad sash, which they call an ‘obi’ This
. gives a certain amount of support around their body,
and forms a richly bedecked appendage on their
backs. Babies are slung on the backs of those who
| carry them, and appear quite comfortable in that
position.
. Boots are practically unknown except among a
few Huropeanised Japanese. The women us ually
wear sandals made of straw, or shuffle along in

; what we should describe in England as wooden ﬂlog\

. These are attached to their feet by a strap which 1§
passed round the big toe. In order to receive this
strap their stockings are made in the form of & mitten.

In wet weather two pieces of wood are fixed

under the piece upon which the foot rests almost n i
 the form of short stilts; on these they toddle along |
with a somewhat uncertain gait. Unlike E‘ngliqh

ladies, it is the absorbing desire of young women in

Japan to grow old, that they may share the reverence

given to age. :

JAPANESE FUNERALS

. Bhould you meet in the street what seems tobea
gpecially festive procession, you may know that a

§
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& 'era,l is in progress. White is the mdmatlon of
mourning, and certainly it is less heathenish than
black. 1In the case of the poorer classes the
coffin, instead of bemg laid honzontally on the bler,
is placed upright, and is buried in that position. I
is nearly square in shape, the body being doubled up
when placed in 1§, with the knees on the chest. But

_in the funerals of the upper classes the body is
always placed horizontally in the coffin.

RELIGION

The two prevailing forms of religion in Japan
are known ag Shinto and Buddhism. The former
has been stated in short as nature worship and
reverence for the ancestors of the Emperor or conse-
crated persons, such as national heroes. The essen-
tial quality of Shinto is the spirit of filial piety, the
readiness to surrender life for a principle. It is the
whole emotional life of the race, the soul of Japan. Tt
hag no system of dogmas, no creed, no infallible book,
no ideals, no moral code, no promise of heaven, no
threat of hell. Shinto is a religion devoid of dogma.
Buddhism came with a dogmatic system supplying
the need, rivalling the Roman Church in the or-
nateness of its temple service and in the splendour
of its decorative embellishments. It gave netw
impetus and direction to the wmsthetic life of the
nation. Many Japanese are believers in both forms
of religion.

I do not possess the requisite knowledge to
attempt a detailed statement of the doctrines and



Q.,j,Japa,n,‘ it was disestablished a fow ye&ra ago,
. but still remains a great power in the land, Some
“"“gpeapla consider that the Japanése are almost

. without any strong religious instincts. In 1584

the Roman Catholic converts were numbered by
. hundreds of thousands, but in little more than three
" 'decades they were exterminated, and every vestige
of the Western religion was swept from the land,
 Its symbols were held up to public abhorrence, and
to prevent its re-entrance the ports of the Hmpire
. were closely sealed for 250 years. Iam told, however,
. that this was not a religious war at all, and that the
converts were only put to death because they joined
in a rebellion, and not on account of their Chiig
tianity. In regard to religion, however, as to other
matters, I believe that many Japanese have an open
mind, and would readily give their adhesion to any
form of religious faith they were led to consider
' superiot to their own.

JURISDICTION OVER FOREIGNERS

Until last year the various European nations
 had their own courts of law in Japan, wherein
those of their nationality were tried, and they
were not under the jurisdiction of the Japanese
_ but the marvellous progress made by Japan in the
last quarter of a century gave her a claim o
- admigsion as one of the gxea.t nations of the world.
There were great rejoicings to celebrate the
coming into force of the new freaties which con-
‘ ™
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0 red on the J a,pa,nese }unsdmtzon over foreigners s
'banquets and entertainments took place, and the
towns were gaily decorated.
There is a great difference of opinion on the
subject. The majority of the Europeans consider
that the abolition of their own courts, and the
placing of them entirely under Japanese law, is a
premature step, inasmuch as they do not believe
there is a sufficient number of trained Japanese
judges, magistrates, or lawyers to administer the law
properly. They have, I understand, adopted an
excellent code of laws, drawn mainly from those of
France and Germany. They were unable to adopt
English laws because they have not been codified.
The fault T find with the British treaty is that,

while placing British subjects absolutely under
Japanese law, it does not secure them many rights
and privileges which the Japanese freely enjoy in
England, but we may hope that eventually similar
rights will be conceded in Japan. I am certain that
the Japanese will try to administer the laws equi-
tably, but only time will show how far they are able
to avoid friction.

POLITICAL

During my short stay in Japan I was very
fortunate in meeting politiciang and commercial
men abl® to give me reliable and valuable informa-
tion with regard to political and commercial matters
not only in Japan, but also in Korea and China, I
have obtained much new light on the political events
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| MARQUIS ITO

prece ded the Chino-Japanese war, and on

‘ \‘W. b happened durmg the progress of that war and

subsequantly |

Through the kindness of the British Minister,
Sir Fimest Satow, and other friends, I had interviews
with the Marquis Ito, Count Okuma, and Viscount

‘Aoki, who have played a most important part in

the recent political history of Japan.

MARQUIS 1ITO

To Marquis Tto is mainly due the credit of the
written constitution which Japan has recently
adopted, after commissions had been sent out to
make close inquiry in regard to the constitutions
under which Furopean nations are governed. Thirty
years ago Japan was in a state of feudalisin under
nobles, known as ‘¢Daimios.” A revolution took
place ; the ¢ Daimios’ were made to surrender their
feudal rights, and the whole population now owns
allegiance to the Emperor alone.

About ten years ago a very important develop-
ment took place when, under a somewhat restricted
franchise, representative government was initiated by
the election of a House of Commons. There is also

‘& House of Poers, composed of hereditary peers, life

peets, and selected peers.

From both Houses all direct representatives of
religion are expressly excluded, and theve is, therefore
no question of the removal of bishops and arch-
bishops from the House of Liords confronting Japan.
There iy no party government as in Hngland, and

2
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‘ “Gopservatwe party a5 we understand it Home

call themselves * Liberals,’ others ¢ I’xograssmmsts,
but there are few vital differences in the matter of
political principles separating them. Party govern-
ment will, no doubt, gradually arise; but mean-
© time the electors vote for the men who command
their confidence, and mot merely in & party sense.
This, after all, 18 the natural vesult of their feudal
" gystem, when loyalty to the chief of their clan wasg
 the influence which dominated them,

Marquis Ito had a most difficult task 1mposed
. upon him-—to conclude the treaty of peace at the
close of the Chino-Japanese war. Under strong
pressure on the part of Russia, France, and Germany,
Japan was largely deprived of the fruits of victory.
The surrender of the Liso-tung Peninsula was so
bitterly resented in Japan that Marquis Tto was
driven from power; but the course he pursued
was the only one open to him. At the present
time he is by far the most powerful politician in
Japan, and various political parties are stmvmg to
induce him to become their leader.

Marquis Ito possesses ability, shrewdness, a,nd
force of character, which make  him unquestion-
ably the most powerful statesman in Japan to-day.
He is short in stature even for a Japanese.

In our interview he spoke of his fall from
political power as the result of his surcender of the
Lijao-tung Peninsula under the Treaty of Shimono-
seki; this, of course, was dae td the joint intervention
- of Russia, France, and Germany, and no fault of his.
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\&| A POLITICAL STATEMENT z@ "
5 Mafqris Ito said the Chinese indemnity was fixdd L ‘

i at 200,000,000 taels, ox 82,000,0007, and then

‘héwg‘o;t 80,000,000 taels more in consideration of
‘giving up the Liso-tung Peninsula.

 Had England only supported Japan, and insisted;
o8 she was asked to do, that as a condition of Japan’s

 evacuation an agreement should be concluded under

which all the Powers would bind themselves not
to occupy the Liao-tung Peninsula or Port Arthur,

‘the subsequent course of events in the Far Hast

might have been very different indeed.

Marquis Tto assured me that Japan would
welcome the co-operation of England and America
for the upholding of their mutual interests in China,
but that a pious expression of good will wes of
no use; there must be a definite understanding. e
remarked that, in addition to having the strongest
floet in the Far Hast, Japan could put from 200,000
$0 800,000 men in the field, and must therefore be &
valuable ally.

With regard to currency, Marquis Tto stated that
he was at one time rather inclined to bi-metallism,
but that, after spending six months in the study of
currency at the Treasury at Washington, he now
supports a gold standard.

The Marquis is the most trusted adviser of the
Fmperor of Japan. He informed me that the
Hmperor is forty-seven years old, and takes greab
interest in the affairs of the State. o

The present Emperor has renounced Buddhism
and is now Shinto, Marquis Ito prefers Protes-
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Atism. to Boma,n Oathohmsm, but he does not mix

religion and politics. He said that the constitution
be framed gives complete religious hborty, and tbat i
his faith is a matter for the individual.’

. He referred to his visit of four months in 1898
to China. He reached Peking at the time of the

 fall of the Reform party, He went up the Yang-
ti8ze, but was recalled from Hankow by the Japanese
Emperor to form a Cabinet, and so was unable to
arrive at such an understanding with China as mlght
have powert'ully influenced the course of events in
that empire,

COUNT OEKUMA

Count Okuma is the leader of the Progressionist
party, and & man of strong convictions, who enjoys
the confidence of & very large section of his country-
men., He is a fascinating man, with brilliant
conversational powers, and from the keen interest he
takes in & great variety of subjects reminded me of
our Grand Old Man, He might be fairly described
as the (ladstons of Japan. He had his leg shattered
by o bomb in 1889.

Our interview took place at his house, a short
distance out of Tokyo, where he has a lovely Japanese
garden. Captain Brinkley accompanied me, and
very kindly acted as interpreter. Count Okuma
cannot speak a word of Fnglish, and, though so well
informed in regard to the political affairs of all
nations, has never been out of Japan. He referred
i the most friendly terms to England, and would be



i a.es of. Amemc& In hlB opinion, the mtemests of
- England, America, and Japan are identical in the

 Far Fast, and to co-operate actively must be

. mutually beneficial. e thought a great opportunity
was lost when England and Japan neglected to unite
in regard to Port Arthur, and that the present
 gituation is largely the result of that blunder. Count
Okuma expressed the opinion that the advance
gouthwards of Russia in China can only be checked
by the reorgamisation of the Chinese army under
British and Japanese officers. He said about sixty
Chinese were then studying military science in Japan.
He congidered the financial position of Japan good.
Thlrty years ago the Government started with hardly
any revenue. They had compensated nobles for
destruction of feudal rights, and undertaken great
public works, such as railways, posts, telegraphs,
schools, public offices, and gaols, and yet, though the
yen was worth only 2s, now as compared with ds.
then, the gold debt was no larger than twenty years
ago.

He thought England should have begnn the
construction of a railway from British Burmah to
the Upper Yangtsze years ago, and that it should be
‘extended to Shanghai. He believed that the
Japanese would resist to a man the taking of Korea
by Russia, as the nation had been associated with
Korea for centuries, and it was imperative that it
- should be preserved as an outlet for the surplus
population of Japan.
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VISUOUNT AOKI

Wlth Vmcount Aold, who is ab present tha‘
Minister of Foreign Affairs, I had two interviews
- of a'most interesting and instructive character.
 He married a Gierman lady, and is strongly pro-
German.  He would like to see the Protestant
religion of Germany and England spread in Japan,
 but hopes that neither the Roman Catholic nor the
Greek Church will take root there.

- Vigeount Aoki said that Japan, with a popula-
tion increasing at the rate of nearly half a million &
year, and possessing only a very limited area of

.. cultivable land, must have a suitable colony which
should be exclusively Japaness, as they do not
infermix readily with other races.

Hormosa, which was ceded to Japsn at the
close of the Chino-Japanese war, had entailed a
hea.vy financial loss on Japan hitherto, but is
expected to leave a surplue next year., It is,
however, unsuitable in point of climate for Japanese
settlers, and the same applies to the Chinese
province of fukien, opposite Formosa, over which
the Japanese have asserted priority of right.

 Korea, by its proximity to Japan, its suitability
in point of climate, fertility of soil, fisheries, and
mineral resources, is just what they need for expan-
sion, and on no account can the Japanese allow
Russia to dominate or acquire Korea. On strategical
grounds Japan must resist any occupation of Kores
by Rusgia ; there is also the sentimental interest of



 their repea.ted ﬁghtmg there for centurxes past. 'J.‘hey
coniquered Korea three hundred years ago, and after-
wards withdrew when they ought to have kept it

Visecount Aoki expressed the same views as
Marquis Ito and Count Okuma as to the importance
of concerted action on the part of England, America,
and Japan in support of their mutual interests in
China.

He was good enough to give me letters of
introduction to the Japanese representative in Korea,
and also to their ambassador in Peking.

I met other Japanese politicians, including the
Director of the Financial Department, who gave me
the fullest information as to the financial position of
Japan,

A JAPANESE DINNER

One Japanese member of Parliament, Mr.
Kotaro Hiraoka, gave a dinner in my honour, at
which several other members were present. Thiy
was gerved in Japanese fashion; there were no
chairs or tables, or knives and forks. A number of
small dishes of various kinds of food were placed in
front of each guest on the spotless matting which
covered the floor of the room, on which we squatted
and endeavoured to convey the food from the dishes
to our mouths by means of chopsticks. The draw-
back to me was that we had neither bread nor vege-
tables until the rice was brought on at the end of
the meal.
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¢Many of the dishes. Whlch were supphed to R
“were unknown to me, but amongst them were cold
quaals, also several kinds of fish, including trout and
eels, prepared in different ways. Geisha girls waited
upon us hand and foot, and diligently fanned us.

The liquid portion of the repast was tea and the
natlve liguor ¢ sake.’

" The Geisha glrls afterwards played and sang and
performed their curious dances. It was altogether a
movel and interesting evening. Next day M.
Hiraoka brought a carriage and drove me round to
see the sights of the great city of Tokyo, with its
mearly two millions of inhabitants, Before I left
he gave e, as a farewell present, a Japanese paint-
ing over two hundred years old, accompanied by a
certificate in proof that it was genuine.

With regard to Buropean diplomatists in Japan,
I had conversations with Sir HErnest Satow and
Count von ILiyden, the German Ambassador, also
with Colonel Buck, the representative of the United
Btates of America, and several men holding high posi-
tions in China, who are at present invalided to Japan.

From the information received from these and
also from the Japanese I have come to the conclu-
gion that it will be mainly the fault of HEngland
if there is not in the future greater co-operation
between England, Japan, and the United States
of America in respect to their mutual interests in
. the Far Bast.

I left for Korea by the 8.8, ¢ ngo-Mam, which
called at Shimonoseki and Nagaszaki, in Japan,
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" KoBE TO NAGASAKI

The bo&t on which T left Kobe belonged to a
Japanese company, and was also officered and
manned by Japanese, but I cannot say that they
compare favourably with British sailors. The ship
was not kept in that condition of cleanliness
that characterises British ships, and did not make a
~ pleasant home during the ten days which I spent on
board. However, in travelling it is necessary to take
the rough with the smooth and make the best of it.

THE INLAND SEA OF JAPAN

We gteamed down the celebrated Inland Sea of
Japan from Kobe to Shimonoseki. Writer after
writer has stated that he could not find words to
describe adequately the beautiful scenery of the
Inland Sea. There are high hills clothed with
luxuriant vegetation to their very tops, picturesque
islands splendidly cultivated in terraces right down
to the edge of the water, and mountains stretching -
away in the far distance. ,

We had one good sunset, with light and shade and
variety of colonring, forming an exquisite picture.

Mr. Hiraoka joined the  boat at Kobe on his
way to Hakata, his place of residence. To my
surprise he brought me six bottles of the finest
‘sake ' made in Japan, also a silk ‘kimono’ and a
beautiful sash. The receipt of these, and of a
welcome box of cigars, given by another friend to
replenish my exhausted stock, made me feel that I



THE BATTLE OF THE BOTTLES

The Inland Sea of Japan is generally smooth i

but on this occasion, during the last half of the trip,
we were unfortunate enough to be caught in the
edge of a typhoon. We were well pitched about,
and one freak of the steamer I may describe as
the “battle of the bottles” The Japanese do not
. pack bottles in a case; as we do, but tie them
together with a band! The ‘sake’ which I had
received was handed to me in this form, and
deposited on the floor of my cabin. During the
storm, however, bottle after bottle broke loose, and
a babtle between the bottles on the floor of the
cabin finally took place, at a moment when my
condition was such that I would not have moved a
finger to save a hundred bottles. My teetotal
friends will, therefore, be able to rejoice that, ab
any rate, the storm saved me from the danger of
becoming addicted to this particular kind of liquor,
The longest night passes at last, and this, indeed,
appenred a long one.  After a storm comes a calm,
and the next morning we were peacefully gliding
over a perfectly calm sea through the BStraits of
Shimonoseki. Shimonoseki 18 the place where Lii-
Hung-Chang and Marquis Ito, the representatives
of China and Japan, met and arranged the treaty
which corcluded the Chino-Japanese war in 1894-5.
The Straits of Bhimonoseki are at some points
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A TYPHOON

;[e more than half a mile wide, and as it is the
only deep-water inlet at the western end of the
Inland Bea of Japan, very strong forts line the hills
on either side. 'The Japanese consider that it would

bo absolutely impossible for an enemy to foroe the
paasago i ! g

BY RAILWAY TO NAGASAKI

From Shimonoseki to Na,gasa,kl the ate&mer
route is more exposed, passing round the western
coagt of the Tsland of Kiushin. At Shimonoseki I
learnt that the effect of the typhoon was being
felt severely outside. I decided to cross to Naga-
saki by railway both to escape the storm and to
enable me to see something of the interior of
the Island of Kiushiu. A further inducement to do
this was the knowledge that my friend, Mr. Hiroaka,
would travel for three hours by the same train. He
took me off the steamer on his own steam-launch,
and brought a huge block of ice with which to cool
our supply of Hirano water ; he also felegraphed to
a station two hours ahead oxdering a supply of
freshly cooked rice. He was evidently an influential
man in these parts, for at Moji, the port just opposite
Shimonoseki, where we took the train, there was a
crowd of residents to ses him off, and also at
Hakata to welcome him home after an absence of
three months, Most particular instructions were
given to the conductor of the train to take care to
land me safely at Nagasaki and to look after me on
the journey. 'This was more necessary than might
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‘ppes,r, as it was a cross~country route, not & smgle‘
goul could speak a word of English, and 1 was

~unable to speak a word of Japanese. The railway

route lay through a beautifully wooded country,

with wide fertile plains covered with rice-fields and

high hills in the distance. The rice is so irrigated

that it is literally growing in water, and hundreds of

people were wading up to their knees transplanting

rice. They wore huge mushroom-shaped hats,

almost like urabrellas, to shelter them from the sun.

 The railway track was lined with palisades which

had been burnt to prevent decay. 'We passed large

steelworks which the Imperial Government of

Japan are erecting with the object of producing pig

iron and steel plates’ for themselves. They are

situated near a coal-field, but having regard to the

very inferior quality of most of the coal and the

scanty supply of iron ore to be met with in Japan,

there gseems every chance that they will be able to .
imaport from HEngland more cheaply than they can

produce it themselves.

The shipment of coal is carried on at Moji and
geveral other ports along the coast. T was told that
the rate of railway carriage for conveying coal thirty
miles down fo the port of shipment is only 1s. 4d.
per ton. :

The Japanese are great tea-drinkers; they use
green tea, which they consider more stimulating.
An earthenware teapot containing freshly made tea
can be had at most of the stations for three sens- —~say,
three farthings.
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NAGASAKI

I a.rrwed at Nagasak] ghoxtly after mzdmgrht o
tremendous downpour of tropical rain and the blast
. of the typhoon. Tt was all that the ‘jinricksha’
‘man could do to battle with the storm, and get me
. from the station to the hotel ir three-quarters of
an hour instead of twenty minutes. The harbour
of Nagasaki, one of the prettvest in the Hast, isa
. narrow inlet about three miles in length, indented
. by numerous bays and surrounded by Wooded hills,
1t is thoroughly sheltered, and affords anchorage
for ships of all classes. Nagasaki is noted for a
delicious kind of jelly made from seaweed. The
fish market shows perhaps the greatest variety of
fish in the world, some two or three hundred different
kinds being sold there.

WORKS AND MINES

. Here as elsewhere the English residents showed
me every kindness and hospitality. Mr. Ringer, of
 Messrs. Holme, Ringer, & Co., sent me in his steam-
launch to visit the large shipbuilding yard, the
Marine HEngine Building Works, the Boiler Works
~ and Foundry of the Mitsubishi Company, which lie
across the bay from Nagasaki. The same company
also own the Takashima Coal-mines. The shafts
are sunk on two islands close to Nagasaki, and the
. conlis worked from under the sea, Itisfarandaway =
A the best quality of coal in J&pa,n, and is used by the
¢ Empress’ boats. The price is about nine dollars



pér ton, but the output is becommg hmxted

“leceived with great courtesy at the works and shown

everything. They have a well-ventilated foundry,
where they make iron cestings—not steel—also
‘excellent fitting-shops, pattern-shops, boiler-shops,
forging and blacksmiths’ shops. I was glad to find
that they use ‘ Redoar’ pig iron from the Middlesbrough
district very largely, and also Scotch iron. They
 haye tried pig iron from China, but find the quality
very inferior. They are driving machines with
electric motors, and practically the whole of the
wachinery employed has been supplied from Great
Britai..! They buy all the steel castings, the steel
and iron plates, girders, and Siemens steel for boilers
from England and Scotland. .M. cruiser ‘ Bona-
venture,” which ran on a rock off the Korean coast
recently and knocked a hole in her bottom, had
just come out of the graving dock after repairs.
Opposite their shipbuilding yard was a 6,000 tons
steamer which they had recently launched. They
admitted that the cost of building this vessel had
proved to be much more than they could have
bought ber for in England, but they are hoping to
do better in future.

JAPANESE WORKMEN

I had a long talk with Mr. Crow, a Scotchman,
who is the manager of the shipbuilding yard, and
from him I learnt that it takes four Japanese to
 do as much work as one Britisher. Though

their wages vary from only 1s. to 2s. per day



. .;‘shxp is s great tus in Bngrlmﬁx gl
nd that the company was maumd to lay down

‘t:heae works only on the Japanese Government's

b undertakmg to grant them an annual subsxdy o1
| of the national exchequer. The fact of its being =
. necessary to offer a subsidy of this de scmptlon o

. holster up. the business shows that, at any rate

st present, they are well aware they have no .
. chance of competing with ug on fair and equal '
| terms, It shows a wonderful spirit of courage
- and enterprise on their part to make such an
| attempt to produce what they require for them-
. selves,  Possibly when their workmen acquire
‘gmaiter gkill and experience they will attain results
- which will bring them into the category of serious -
| competitors with us, at any rate in their own
it market. Tt therefore behoves us to keep our works
. at ‘home thoroughly up to date in every respect.
. The number of men employed at present by the

Mitsubishi Company at their works in Nagasaki is

~ about 8,000.

BRITLSH COMMERCIAL INTERESTS
British commercial men out in Japan think

. that their interests have not been by any means so

. fully safognarded as they might have been in con-
- mection with the new treaty which has recently been

. concluded. For example, a new duty of 2s. per

~ ton has been placed upon English coal without any
i Wdetun,lmed effort . on  the purt of the Buitigh'

u




'15, smd also the fact that frught varies from
about 24s. to 80s. & ton, large quantities of Welsh
coal are at the present time on their way to Nega-
saki,
; ISLAND OF TSUSHIMA

The 8.8, * Higo-Maru,” which I left at ‘ihlmono-
seki, should have arrived at Nagasaki at eight
o’'clock the following morning, but owing to the
stormy weather she did not come in until 6 ».u.
We left Nagasaki early in the morning, and I am now
on my way to Fusan, the first port of call in Korea,
We touched on the way at the Island of Tsushima,
which belongs to Japan. The bay in which we
anchored is surrounded by high hills clothed with
timber from bottom to top. On the way to
Tsushima the boat had rolled very much, and we
were all glad to go ashore and feel that we were
once more on terra firma., The islanders showed
much more interest in us as foreigners than wasshown
at any place in Japanproper. Acrowd of from twenty
to thirty men, women, and children followed us for
miles, and everybody in the streets seemed highly
amused with what I presume they considered our
grotesque appearance, We had a lovely walk
into the country on a fairly good road, alongside
which a clear rushing stream flowed. The banks on
either side were clothed with magnificent groved of
bamboos.

I left Teushima after a stay of only a few hours,

and so ended my all too short visit to Japan,



KORFA

i } We s1ghtud the coast of Korea. eamly on Tuesda,y i
,mormng, Aungnst 15, and soon a.nohored in the ,
lovely bay of Fusan, which is encircled by high
bare green rock-strown hills, which were capped
. with mist and reminded me of many hills both
in England and Scotland. The town of Husan is
divided into two quarters; Jupanese and Korean,
Behind the Japanese quarter rises a large wood of
pine trees, which adds greatly to the pxcturesqueness
of the bay. On landing I found the Customs in
charge of a Frenchman and a German harbour-
‘master An Italian official at the Customs, with
the most friendly feelings towards everything
‘English, became my guide, and assisted me in
| despatching telegrams, which is not an altogether

‘ensy process at a Korean telegraph office.

FIRST VISIT TO A MISSIONARY STATION IN THE
| ‘ FAR BAST
I went with a lady missionary to visit the
misgionary station at Fusan, We had half an
‘hour's walk to' reach it, uphill, in a warm atmo-
sphere. 'We found the missionary nursing a baby,
hig wife being ill. He was much exercised in his
mind about his domestic affairs, having been robbed
of money on two preceding days by hig Korean
‘ - Bervants.
v We saw. two other lady missionaries there
. When I suggested that as our time was limited, and
U2



from those ‘who view matters from different stand-
- points, the misgionary might perbaps stroll back
with 18 to the landing-place and give me further
information, he said he was sorry, but the situation
of ‘his domestic affairs prevented. For the life of
-me I could not understand why one of the two lady
‘migsionaries should not have taken the baby, and
the other been placed for half an hour on watch and
guard against robbers.

DANGEROUS C0ASTS

Our steamer route, especially between Fusan
and Mokpo, was a very dangerous one. There
were scores of iglands, and many sharp jagged
rocks studded the surface of the ses, with possibly
many more similar rocks jutting up nearly to the
surface of the water, but still unseen. Fortunately,
the weather was extremely fine and there was no
fog, otherwise I should not have felt particularly
gafe. I certainly should not care fo voyage along
the coast of Korea in the winter time. This is
where EL.M. cruiser ‘Bonaventure  recently struck
on, a rock. However, ‘all's well that ends 'well,’
and nothing in the shape of an aceident befell us.,

THE KOREAN PENINSULA

The Korean Peninsula stands in the un-
fortunate geographical position of being midway
between China and Japan, and has been,  like
" Issachar, the strong ass crouching between two




-,’f,EMPEROE or KOREA \ @L

e i Both  countries have fox' genara.tmus
scmght to claim the allegiance of Kores. They
 have both many times invaded it, and from time to
| time the influence of first one and then the other
. has been, ‘predominant. The King of Kovea adopted
 the title of « Bmperor’ after the close of the Chino-
. Japanese war, which nominally secured its indepen- )
'dence. It covers an area estimated at from 85,000 @ '
0 100,000 squaxe miles. Asin the case of Manchuria,
we are told again and again that Korea is & barren
‘and worthless uountry, but from the most reliable
. authorities I am in & position o state that the
climate is good and the soil fertile, capable of
i ‘glowmg the finest timber and every fruit grown in
. England, with the addition of many of & tropical
character,
 Itis estimated that not more than one-half of
the cultivable land is being farmed.

FISHERIES

The fisheries of Korea are most valuable ; un-
fortunately the natives do not reap for therselves
‘the whole advantage of these, as they have foolishly
allowed the Japanese fishing rights within the three

‘ m\lcs‘yhmlt With regard also to whaling, Russia
. has succeeded in obtaining a concession of land ab
. three Korean ports for the purpose of sa,ltmcv the
whales, the greater number of these are not oil-
produeing, but after being salted aro takeu to Japan
- and sold for food there. |
A whale of average size is stated to be worth
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$hbout 2,000 dollars, The importance of this Jt:or‘lv‘
cession to Russia will be seen when I state that one
whaling-ship caught fifteen whales in fourteen days

. last season. Russia ostensibly holds these pieces of

land on a twelve years’ lease, and it is stipulated that
they are still to remain under Korean jurisdiction.
Only time will disclose whether this move on her
part does not mean that she will gradually take pos-
session of the three ports and use them as bages for
extending her influence in Kores.

KOREAN GOLD-FIELDS

1 met on board the steamer a Mr. Hunt, an
American, who has got a concession from the Emperor
of Korea for the working of gold over an ares, of 1,000
square miles. He has already more than 1,300 men
at. work, and is quite confident of the success of hig
undertaking.

. The Grermans have also secured a concegsion
of 270 square miles, which they are prospetting,
England appears likely to be almost left out in the
cold, ag the only concession ohtained by the British
is that secured by Mr. Pritchard Morgan, Inaddition
to gold, experts say that coal, iron, lead, and silver
may be found in Korea,

RATLWAYS -

The Koreans realise the importance of having
the country opened up by railways, but they have no
money with which to construct them. They have
been induced to give the Japanese the right to build
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tadway from Chemulpo to Seoul which is n
“fnder construction ; also from Seoul to Fusan—350
,mllesmbut owing to the present financial condition
 of Japan, the necessary capital is not forthcoming to
_ enable the latter to be proceeded with. The Germans
are trying to get a concession for a railway from
. Seoul to Gensan, which the Japanese are opposing.
Hrance also had a concession from Seoul to Wigu,
which has lapsed owing to their not having begun
the construction of the line within the specified
time. France has, however, in connection with the
cancelled contract, obtained a written assurance from
the Korean Government that whenever the railway
is built French engineers will be employed, and that
the whole of the railway material and rolling stock
 shall be manufactured in France, no matter whut
may be the nationality of the country constructing
the railway.

Similar stipulations are inserted in the railway
concessions obtained in China by‘Russim Hrance, and
Germany. If this sort of ’rhmg is to go on un-
checked, I wish to know where, in the future, the

- tarkets for the products of British labour will be
found. Beeing that Hngland depends largely on
her exports for prosperity, I ask whether, owing
to the supineness of British capitalists or of the
British Government, British producers are to have
no share in supplying Korea with a system of rail-
ways necessary to open up and develop the country.
There i no completed railway whatever in existence.
I inspected the one which is in course of construc-
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THE BEMPEROR AND THE GOVERNMENT ‘

M1 Jorda,u spoke of the Emperox a8 ta,kmga e |

keen personal interest in everything that affects
Korea. He is an amiable man, possessed of some
: a.blhty, but his hands are greatly weakened in dealing
~ with Korean affairs by the rascality and rapacity of i
the nobles and the official clagses.

He is said to be a gpendthrift, and though
taking ome-tenth of the national revenue--viz.
600,000 dollars—for his own personal use, he ig in a
very impectrious condition. It is believed that
 those afound him fleece him right and left,

. The population of this by no means insignificant
¢mpire numbers only from eight to ten millions.

Horeahas an historical antiquity contemporaneous
with that of Thebes and Babylon, but possesses no
ruing ; and though boasting a separate, if not an
independent, ‘existence for centuries, is devoid of
. all external signs of strength. TForeigners have
been  excluded until recently, though there is
litele or mo anti-foreign feeling, -They have no
representative government whatever, no House of
Liords or House of Commons. There are eight
Ministers of State—viz. the Prime Minister, the
Ministers of Finance, Foreign Affairs, War, Educa-
tion and Liaw, Imperial Household, Agriculture and
Commerce, and Public Works. These are appointed
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'e Emperor and continue in office at his pleas Gr
" Afere is also a Council of State of about fifteen
. members, to whom matters of legislation are sup-
i posed to be submitted for debate, but practically this
18, at the present time, mote ¢ honoured in the breach
! tha.n in the observance.’ ‘
‘ T'had the opportunity of meeting the men most
likelyto understand the Koreanpolitical situation, and
they hold the opinion that there is little chance of
its regencration except by the intervention of some
foreign Power. At the present moment the Reac-
tionaries are in power, and the Progressive leaders
are in exile.
ATTITUDE OF RUSSIA AND JAPAN
"There ig little doubt that the eyes of Russia, ag
. well as those of Japan, are turned towards Korea,
the former being desirous of rounding off her terri-
tory north of the Gulf of Pechili by its absorption ;
whlle, on the other hand, Japan, with a population
| increasing at the rate of nearly half a million a year,
would find Korea, enjoying as it does a very similar
 climate to its own, the most suitable opening for
- expansion, which must come in some direction or
other. It is true that Russia last year withdtew,
by arrangement with Japan, the financial adviser
and the military instructors she had at the K orean
Court, and the Russo-Chinese Bank was closed ; but
L am inclined to think this rather a pause on the !
part of Russia than an actual relinquishment of her
intention ultimately to absorb Korea, :
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PORT HAMILTON ;,

- Port Hamilton, which is on a group of islands
on the southern coast of Korea, was ocoupied by the
British fleet in 1885, and Fngland only withdrew
on Russia undertaking that she would not occupy
Korean territory under any circumstances whatso-
ever. Knowing as we do the facility with which
Russia ignores assurances of this nature, I do not
attach much importance to this so-called guarantee
on her part.

TRADE

The countries which do the largest trade with
Kores are Japan and Hngland, There are only one
or two English commercial firms established in the
country, and these mainly represent steamship lines.
Curiously, the English trade with Korea has been
almost exclusively carried on up to the present tire
by Chinese. There are 6,000 in the country who
are under the protection of the British Govern-
ment. 1t is anticipated that the treaty between
China and Korea, placing the Chinese under the
jurisdiction of their own Government, the same ag
Furopeans, will be speedily signed. The exports of
England to Korea are mainly Manchester cotton
goods, and we are holding our own well in the com-
petition for orders with the Japanese, notwithstand-
ing the supposed advantage that they have from
cheap labour.

The Koreans, like the Japanese, are commercially
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nfeliable and are naturally lazy. Probably to a
certain extent this is the result of the conditions
under which they live, for I am told that the pro-
vincial officials, known as ¢ Yanghans,’ extort taxes
at their own sweet will and pleasure, and in the
majority of cases for their own personal enrich-
ment,

REVENUE

The total revenue of the Korean Government
is about six million yen, and it is estimated that at
least three times the amount that is paid into the
Txchequer is extorted from the people by the local
officials.  This condition of affaivs deprives the
people of any incentive to industry, for if they work
hard and save a little money, in many cases it only
means that they have been accumulating it for the
benefit of the local official.

CURRENCY

The currency of Kores is in a very debased con-
dition. The Government have issued, wholesale,
nickel pieces at five sens each, which have cost less
than one sen, and at the present time 131 nickel
sens are only equivalent to one Japanese yen. To a
certain extent, however, Japanese paper ahd silver
are used. |

MONEY-LENDING i

The money-lending arrangements also greatly
hinder the prosperity of the Korean people. The



E[INA AND 'I.‘HE PBESENT 031813 @L

12 per cent. per annum, whilst 60 per cerit. is a

st ke of mterest paid for borrowed money e

_usual xate, and 120 per cent. frequent. The law

' does not allow any claim beyond double the loan,

. therefore the lender at the end of ten months

threatens to enforce payment, and any failure to pay
mieans floggings, stocks, and imprisonment. 'The
borrower, as & rule, agrees that the interest and|
principal shall be added together and constituted a
fresh loan, and if he goes on for twenty months
the amount owing by the luckless debtor is four
times the amount which he originally borrowed.
The local magistrates who administer the law have
full power, and so the money-lender needs to secure
their favour by a substantial gift, while the debtoxr
. probably counterworks on the same lines. I do not
 forget that we have in England ‘a class of money-
- lenders almost as rapacious as those of Korea, bub
stringent legislation is proposed to deal with the
evil.. Of course at home it prevails only to a
small extent, while in Korea it is universal.

RELIGION

The Rev. B. Jones, of Chemulpo, gave me the
following statement as fo the rehgmn of the
Koreans : '

. “OConfucianism is the State religion of Kovea. It
has neither priesthood nor supernaturalism, but a
good moral code with cult of worship. They rely
entirely on self-cffort, and do mot look for divine

assisbance.



i) .‘j.»mDﬁGM‘me* ‘f*f

(Jhey bave no temples in the ordmary sense, I

il Jot Houses, or Shrines, or Halls of Learning.

 The literaty offer sacrifice twice a year to Confucius,
. the saints of Confucianism, and local celebrities.

The offerings consist of green fruit and liquor,

which are afterwards enjoyed by the celebrants.
¢ Buddhism also exists in a state of decay and
is not widespread. Fetishism is universal. T.ocal

gpirits ~which frequent the earth, air, and water o

(corresponding somewhat to the Fengshui of
China), are propitiated by offerings of green frui,
dogs, pigs, and liquors, which are always consumed
by the worshippers. These celebrations take place
in cases where sickness or misfortune falls upon a
household, and often at the end of a harvest.
Possibly they ave based to some extent upon the
same idea as our harvest homes.

EDUCATION

The Koreans are a very badly educated people.
They have no State schools, and a decision on the
part of the Government to build 330 Government
gchools scattered over the country has not been
carried out to any extent. So far as there is any
education, it is at present being given privately.
‘Four good schools have been established by the
Korean Government, in which the teaching of
Bnglish, French, German, and Russian is the
special feature,
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ANIMALS o

The tlgm ig the ng of a,mma.ls in Kore&, Whlle g
bears, leopards, wild boars, sables, ermine, otter,
hares, and foxes, also several kinds of deer, are
found in various parts of the country. Pheasants,
every variety of wildfowl, including geese, swang,
ducks, teal, water-hen, plover, and snipe, also

| bustards, craneg, and herons, pink and white ibis, and

- eagles, are plentiful. Korea is therefore a promising
recreation-ground for the sportsman,

RACE

The Koreans belong unmistakably to the Mon-
golian stock, being a sort of intermediate type
between the Mongolian Tartar and the Japanese.
Nearly the whole of the Koreans have jet-black hair
and dark eyes. As individuals, they possess many
attractive characteristics. The upper classes ate
polite and friendly to foreigners, priding themselves
on their correct deportment, while the working people
are generally good-tempered, cheerful, and talkative,
though very excitable.

KOREAN HABITS AND DRHESS

The chief vice of the Koreans is over-indulgence
in drink. They manufacture fermented liquor from
rice and barley ; there is little opium-smoking.

The favourite method of disposing of criminals
sentenced to death is to behead them, and in order to
impress the populace both the head and the body lie
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 ties have removed the place of executlon some dlst;a,nce\

outside the city walls.

The graveyards of the Koreans are different from

any others I have ever seen; they are here, there,
and everywhere. Some rich men have one all to
themselves.  Usually they are on the hillsides,
which are terraced, and the graves are marked by
mounds, resembling in the distance hay pikes of
freshly cut grass.

Unmarried women wear their hair parted in the

- middle, and in a long piait down their backs.
The men have their hair drawn up in & top-knot.

Officials wear on their heads, first, a band com-
posed of a mixture of human and horse hair;
gecondly, an official cap, made of horse-tail hair,
forming what looks like a sort of thin gauze;
thirdly comes the regular black dress hat, which is
exactly like the national hat worn by Welsh women.
They have besides triangular-shaped glazed paper
hats to put over their other hats when it rains.

They wear baggy white trousers, tied in at the
knees and ankles, with leggings, heavily padded
socks, and white leather shoes, algo a white flowing
robe like the kimono of Japan, except that it lms
sleeves and is tied under the right arm instead of by
& gash. They often wear a second outer robe of
white, with the addition of a blue silk girdle,

The Emperor’s robes are of scarlet—the royal
colour, Some officials also wear robes of this colour,
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onhers blue or yellow ; bub he M:msters and
chief notables are usually dressed in blus or purple,
Most of the garments are of silk. Young men of;«
high rank often wear most chsrming rohes of plnk‘
or light blue.
The women of Korea are the drudges, while the
men ere the lords of creation: in many cases the
women  work hard and the men do nothing,
1f one of these hard-working women were asked
what her husband was doing, the expression she
would use is that ‘he is sitting upon hig heels.’
The women of the upper clagses are rarely seem;
they generally dress in white and have a peculiar ‘
arrangement by which the short bodice covers the
ghoulders, but leaves the breasts entirely exposed,
while voluminous petticoats, very full at the bips,
all but conceal the coarse white or brown frousers
below. They wear the same kind of boots as the
men, but their stockings are not padded. | The
women of & certain rank wear a gort of mantle with
‘sleeves which are not used. This is suspended from .
a hood which covers the head, and they close up the
front with their hand to shield themselves from the % |
gaze of passers-by. The favourite colour is green,
and these women form quite & picturesque addition
to n street crowd as they glide about smongst the"
men, who, except officials, arve clad entirely in white.
Their hair is black, and is wound in a big coil round
the temples, and ornamented with large silver coins.
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AM‘USEMLNTS i

l trymg to dmw one klte across another when thay i
e high in the air, and thus to sever the string of
he rival, The Koreans are also the most accom-
lished stone‘.throwers in the world ; the contests are

y i
| EXPEDITION TO THE KOREAN CAPITAL ‘
. On arriving at Chermaulpo I found that unless I
roveeded to Chefoo by the steamer in which I
‘arrived, I should not be able to get another boat for
‘a fortnight. As I was determined, if possible, to
isit Seoul, and could not afford to be delayed so long_,,
decided to make the expedition nup to that city in
the twenty-four hours at my disposal. I had tele-
raphed to the Consul-General, Mr. Jordan, and he
ery kindly bad a chair and bearers waiting ready
or e on landing. The chair is fixed at the centre
‘of two long poles and is carried by four men at once
1 had eight 1nen, so that they might take turn and
"‘tum about. I might have gone up the river by boat,
but the boat had left an hom‘ before my arrival, and
‘the rallway in course of construction was not yet
‘twml&ble I preferred, however, to be taken in
the old-fa.shmned manner. ' Unfortunately there had
‘been heavy rains, and as there are no macadamised
‘roads, but 0n1y tracks  across the country, the
‘ ; *x
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bars were often ankle-deep in mud. The p

~rlich we had to crcss, on which rice is grown,

were also inundated, and T was often carried for a
hundred yards together, with the water up to the
men’s waists. This they enjoyed thoroughly—
laughing and joking all the time. We had also to
be ferried across three rivers in the course of the
twenty-six miles traversed. The weather was per-
fect, and after the heavy rain the strong perfume

of ﬂowcrmg shrabs was exquisite ; the birds were
smgmg gaily. Crowds of men, women, and children
were squatting about in every village through which
we passed, many of them smoking long pipes, and
numerous groups were playing games, this too at an
hour of the day when one wonld naturally expect

them to be at work.

GENERAL SCENERY

The land in the valleys has @ wich alluvial soil
and is very fertile, but the bare ‘hills with reddish-
eoloured earth exposed here and there on their slopes
appeared useless from an agricultural standpoint.
The Koreans have been prodigal in denuding the
country of timber, but pine-trees which have re-
gown themselves are springing up everywhere.
The roadway through the villages was decidedly
deeper in mud then in the open country—mno effort
being made to clear it away. Korean houses are
thatched with straw, and have walls composed
largely of mud. They look picturesque in the distance,
especially when nestling amid a cluster of big trees.



| BEOUL

o 4@ f ‘he-y LA mﬂla in Kores for grmdmg thi
“efain, but they place it in large stone or wooden
b&sms and work over & lever a long picce of wood
. with an arm attached. 'With this they crush the
| grain by pounding it. 'We met & good many pack-
. bulls on ‘the way, and occasionally a small Korean
pony. Rice and Indian corn are the crops mainly
grown between Chemulpo and Seoul.

Some of my bearers had the most mggcd ‘white
‘ garments that I ever saw. They really prefer to
wear as little clothing as possible.  On their feet
| they wore sandals woven of straw, replacing them
frequently with new ones, which they could pur-
chase at every hamlet we passed. Instead of stock-
ings they bound long picces of linen round their
feet.

They are evidently not very fond of applying
. soap and water to their children, as the condition of
the multitude of naked little children whom I saw
- showed.

‘When my bearers carried me through the water
they took off their scanty garments and tied them
round their necks, and then raised my chair shoulder
high. One man, holding his clothes above his head,
- walked in advance, in order to discover, if possible,
| whether there were any big holes in front of us.

SEOUL

Ve apprdached Seoul in  brilliant sunshine,
and I was able to get a very fair 1dea, of the city
A
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S\ S ang the surrounding country. The mountaink Yk 4
%‘}% webo sides are precipitous and rocky, with splendidly
broken outlines, The valley in which Seoul i
situated is well timbered, which adds much to the
beauty of its appearance. ‘
As we passed through the portion of the city
outside the walls, the most prominent object was a
. . curious gateway, which, together with the ancient
- loopholed walls to the right and left of it, looked
extremely picturesque.

I arrived at a quarter to six, the journey having
occupied eight and a quarter hours. Within five
minutes T began half an hour’s interview with Dz
Morrison, the Times corvespondent at Pekin. M
Jordan end I then strolled through the main streets
of Beoul, which were thronged with possibly the
most picturesque and gaily dressed people in the
world, except the Burmese. The Koreans display
more taste in their attire than the Burmese, and
though the colours of their garments are not 80
brilliant, the general effect of the white robes of the
men and the green mantles of the women is very
pleasing. We went to two or three points from
which, in the bright evening sunlight, we had perfect
‘views over the city and surrounding country.

We  discussed, as we walked along, various
matters on which I desired to have information.
I left for Chemulpo at a quarter to ten, having thus
remained only four hours in the most interesting
city of Beoul, but having none the less, thanks o
Mz. Jordan, seen the main sights,
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‘ 1' LEO'[‘RIO TRAWAY ’

‘ 1 was much surprised to find an electric trams
il 'Way at work in Seoul; it had been opened only @
. few weeks.  One day a child was killed, whereupon
& crowd of Koreans stormed the electric cars, drove |
off the conductor and attendants, overturned the
cars, and burnt them on the spot. It was only
after the feeling thus aroused had died down that
: the Company ventured to start running the ears
L again,
o show ! how good the climate is, I may say
that Mz, Jordan told me he grew strawberries,
cherries, pears, plums, and other English fruit a,nd
vegetables at SBeoul just as well as at home.

FOREIGN  IIEGATIONS

It is & significant fact that whilst the Russiang
‘and the Hrench have no trade interests whatever in
. Korea, yet the former have a most palatial Liegation,
‘and also an emigsary living in great style, with
Cossacks in connection with his household. He
i8 not known to have any definite position, but
oceupies himself in fomenting difficulties.
|1 The French have just completed the erection of |
& splendid Liegation at a cost of 8,000, though'
. they have no interest in the country except their . |
. Roman Catholic Migsions. They have a French =
| cathedral in Seoul, and a bishop, and thirty priests
. working throughout the country with 80, 000‘
. converts.
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/e Japan has also an excellent Liegation in Sedt |

it this is not surprising when we have regard to
the fact that 15,000 of its people are settled in that
country, and that the association of Japan with
Korea hag existed through many centuries.

The Japanese have a system of telegraph lines
established in Korea, and 800 troops divided among
the various places where any considerable number
of their people are settled. It is only natural that
Japan ghould have the necessary force on the spot
to safeguard her interests.

The staple products of Korea are rice and beans,
and enormous quantities of these are sent to Japan
—-indeed, she takes 90 per cent. of the exports of

- Korea.

Tingland has a comfortable bub, comparatively
speaking, modest Legation. In Mr. Jordan we have
a man of marked ability, who looks vigilantly and
carefully after our interests, though he receives only
half the salary that is paid by other Governments
to their representatives.

THYE RETURN JOURNEY

For the return journey I engaged twelve bearers.
Japanese lanterns were cerried before and behind,
and with the light given by the moon we were able
to get along very well so far as the first part of the
journey was concerned.  Just after starting we
arrived at the city gates, which were already closed.
The gate-keepers refused to open them without a
written order. My, Jordan, who had accompanied
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Shus fé;r, éucceéded in overcoming fhe difficults
T %W¢ then ploceeded rapidly along-a fairly well made
' road to the river three miles away, which we crossed

by a ferry-boat. After traversing a long strétoh of
sand, we reached a second river, which had also to
be passedin a ferry. Then the road became a broken
. track, the moon disappeared, and we were left to be |

gmded only by Japanese lanterns, which a shower

of rain or a little wind would have extinguished,

. leaving us hopelessly stranded. Fortunately, the
| night was still and fine, and we reached the flooded
 rice-fields without much delay. Then our difficulties

' began. Two of the men with the Japanese lanterns
. waded in the water in advance of the bearers to try
‘and prevent our falling into deep holes. Amidsh
a roar of laughter one of them disappeared from
view, extinguishing his lantern, but he came to the

top all right and swam into shallower water. It

was a cage of slow and sure, and the few hundred
yards that we thus traversed occupied considerable
 time. 'We came to the third river only to find that
there was no ferry-boat (known there as a ¢sampan ’)

onour side. Weall called out togetherat the top of our |

voices to try to attract the attention of some one on the
| other shore, but without success. Hurther progress
would have been impossible had it not been that

one of our bearers was an expert swimmer. He |
 dived into the stream without hesitation, and swam
across at a most astonishing pace, roused the sleepers

in the sampan, and very soon it was brought ACIOSK
and relieved us from our difficulties. When we
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&5 =fodched the halfwa,y house the men all want ’

2 wPHow’ (food). This chow had to be prepared in
their own particular way, and it was only aftex more
than an hour’s delay and by dint of the strongest pos-
sible pressure that Iinduced them to move on again,
This was urgently necessary, as my steamer was
timed to leave at nine o'clock that morning. We
arrived without further incident at Chemulpo at a
quarter to eight, and a comfortable English break-

- fast at the Vice-Consul’s was most welcome after-
the long night’'s journey. After breakfast I went
on board, and was soon on my way to Chefoo, the
first port of call in China, I arrived there as
described on page 1.
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