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AND THE

NEIGHBOURING HILL COUNTRY.

ScarcELy more than fifteen years have elapsed.
since Peking became generally accessible to Europeans.
Until the year 1860, when the armies of the western
powers lay camped before the gates of this capital, it was
permitted only to a few-—and even these under burden-
some restrictions—to breathe the air of the Chinese
metropolis. But when, on the conclusion of the last
peace, Buropean embassies had been established here,
travellers began to wisit the worth of China, At
first they eame in small numbers, but gince -the
means of intercommunication have become so complete
from steam-boats and railways having combined to form
an unbroken girdle round our globe, the appearance of
travellers in the Chinese capital is not uncommen, and
the book market already overflows with “ sketches” and
“impressions ” of travel. Usually in these records of
journies a chapter is devoted to Peking, the summer
palaces, and the great, wall; but so superficial are such
works and so full of inaccurate conceptions that the
reader who seeks for knowledge learns nothing,  To be
* able to describe a place with thoroughness, it is necessary
4o have lived in it for a length of time and to
have seen, over and over again, with one’s. own eyes
everything to be describéd ; and even then one is not
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always in a position to afford perfectly exact inform-
 ation, especially in Qhina, where the enquirer finds
‘more difficulty than in any other country, at a distance
from European civilisation, in investigating the truth.
Among the numerous travellers I have met at
Peking in the course of several years, but few were
there with any scientific purpose, indeed they mostly
belonged to that class of travellers round the world
appropriately described by the nickmame of “Globe

Trotter.” Since a Buropean community has been settled

at Peking, there has always existed, especially amoong the
missionaries, a number of really able savans and special-
ists in different branches of science; but unfortu-
nately the duties of these gentlemen seldom allow of
their devoting themselves to the pursuit and publica-
tion of investigations which occupy much time, Thus
it happens that a scientific man, whether he be geogra-~
pher, naturalist or archaologist, still finds here a field
but slightly cultivated.

Though I undertake to publish the following
sketch of the neighbourhood of Peking, I do not pretend
to fill up the void above indicated ; for such a task, in
the first place, my knowledge does not suffice, and
secondly, the time I have been able to devote to it
has been ingufficient, Still T believe myself to be ren-
dering a slight service to science, even, when I publish
guch facts as have come within my observation. During
a sojourn of nine years in Peking I have frequently
had opportunities of making journies to places more
or less distant from the capital, and the notes and com-
pass bearings taken on these occasions form the chief
materials upon which the map ‘accompanying this work

SL.
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NEIGHBOURING HILIL COUNTRY. L

is based, From the summits of the hills to the west
of the city extensive views are obtained of the plain
and also of a part of the hill country; thus by taking
angles from these summits, and combining them with
points astronomically fixed by Dr. Fritsche, I have been
_in & position to lay down a map containing no gross’
¢rrors. . For some parts of the map, however, Lhave been
obliged to follow the Chinese plans which are not always
. very exact, and sometimes to rely on distances given by
the natives; for I believed that even vague indications
of this kind mght be made useful. As the map is not
my chief aim, but is only intended to serve as an
illustration to my memoir, I have only incorporated in
it such details as occur in the text. In my deseriptions
I will endeavour to touch only on the most prominent
points, in order not to weary the reader needlessly.
This is the more necessary also, because the subject
I am treating of may be regarded as for the most parb
a “ tabula rasa” for our geographers and for Europeans
generally, In Burope we possess good descriptions and
plans of the town of Peking, but as regards the environs
very little has been published ; while that little is ex~
tremely incomplete; in fact, Mr. Waeber, in his
beautiful map of the province of Chili, was the first
to "repfesent; truthfully (though on a very small scale)
the gn\}irons and the mountains of Peking. 1 may be ,exf
allowed here, perhaps, to devote a few words to the
European and Chinese literature bearing on the
subject. .
To begin with, asregards the Chinese maps, and
special works on Peking, and its neighbourhood, it
may be romarked that the latter are seldom based on
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loeal observations and measurements, but consist as a
rule of the information of persons living on the spod
and transferred from memory to paper. This is the
case with the laxge Chinese plan of Peking, which
is sold everywhere, and which, though but a very rough
“specimen of native cartography, is not without value
on account of its numerous details ; for these serve to
amplify and fill up a plan covstructed on Buropean
principles. There exist various, more or less detailed,
Chinese descriptions of the ecapital and celebrated
Joealities in the vicinity, but of these I will only alludé
to a few. The Chen-yiian-chi-lio is a small book
published towards the end of last century, and contains
useful, though superficial, information ; the maps acconi-
panying it, however, are rough and of no value. The
Ji-hio-Kiu-Wen is a work to be recommended on
aceount of its extensive research. It was published
originally in the 17th century, and its Chinese title,
when translated, runs:— Ancient traditions to be
heard under the Sun” (i.e. in Peking). A new edition of
the work-—~which by the way is now somewhat expen=
sive—appearedin1774in 120 volwmes, It contains very
detailed = descriptions of the noteworthy objects in
Peking, in the environs and in the twenty-four towne
under the jurisdiction of Shun-tien-fu (Peking). For
the archmologist it isa work of the highest importance,
as the learned author has extracted from numberless old
. books—~many of which are no longer in existence—
everything having reference to the localities treated of,
Prominence is naturally given to the history of the
capital itself, and those European savans who devote
themselves to the interpretation of Marco Polo’s travels

4 THE PLAIN OF PEKING AND THE
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would find here precious materials, A copy of the
work is to be found in that magnificent Chinése library,
which for more than fifty years has been maintained at
Peking by the Russian Government, and the historical
notes which I have here and there inserted in my
memoir have all been extracted therefrom. Very des
tailed maps of the environs of Peking are to be found
in a Chinese work called Vi-tsung-tsou-¥4, consisting
of a deseription of the grain stores in the province of
Chili, and compiled in the latter half of last century.
The maps are numerous, and include those of the
administrative districts, and of single towns with their
dependent villages ; those having special reference to
the neighbourhood of Peking are laid down to a scale
which nearly corresponds to that of my own map,
The map of each district bears the name of the magis-
trate who compiled it; and though the method of re-
presentation i3 very primitive and inaccurate, still the
plans are of great value for the reason that all distances
are correctly shown in figures, The larger villages in
which grain stores occur are found marked with a square
which strikes the eye at once, while the distances from
these points to the smaller villages are shown in
Chinesé liof 2 to 1 verst (8==1 mile). Any one occu-
pying himself with the compilation of special maps will
find these Chinese attempts at cartography of much
use; and he will learn from them the correct way of
writing the names of places, for these are often muti-
lated in the mouths of the people.  So much for
Chinese sources: now let us turn to the examination
of those writings and maps treating of Peking and
its environs, for which we are indebted to Europeans.



T will pass over the incomplete notices of the firgh
Catholic  Missionaries which are to be found in
Duhalde’s old work on China. The first 'systema.tic
deseription of the Chinese capital is that received from
the pen of Father Hyacinth Bitschurin, the well-known
scholar who lived in Peking from 1808 to 1821, and who
published a large number of most valuable works
on China in the Russian language. Hyacinth’s descrip
tion of Peking is, as he hiraself informs us, based on a
small Chinese work which he translates, and it is the
above-named Chen-yiiamschi-lio, to which he refers,
though as a matter of fact he only gives an extract
frorn it. The plan which accompanies his boolk 18, as
the author remarks, compiled from a Chinese plan,
though it has been greatly improved by his own
regearches. It is, on the whole, a good one, although
the measurements are not always quite correct ; thus
Poking appears too long from north to south; the
Manchu Town [Tartar City] which measures one verst
Joss from north to south than from  east to west is
ropresented as equilateral, and the southern or Chinese
town is estimated too large, Nevertheless, Hyacinth's
work still forms the basis of all that is known. in Europe
of a topographical nature regarding Peking. In 1829
o French translation of it was published by Ferry de
Pigny, while an extract from i, in German, appeared in
1860 at Vienna in the « dilgemeine Bau-Zeitung.” . The
environs of Peking are treated of only in a very supers .
ficial manner in Hyacinth's work. " e

But Hyacinth’s plan received further perfection
from the labours of a Russian officer named Lady-
shensky, who, in the year 1880, sojourned for eight

THE PLAIN OF PEKING AND THE
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months at Péking, and under whose name was published
- avery large and excellent plan of Peking in the Russian
language. I have also seen a plan on a very large
* geale and containing much detail, in the English Lega-
tion at Peking, ‘but it i3 not a publication, On the
face of this, one reads that the English Ambussador
at Naples received the original from an Italian Mis-
gionary from Peking in 1842, Tt was engraved and
printed in London in 1843,

In 1860 there was published, in English, for the
staff of the allied Armies in China, a map of the envi-
rous of Peking, bearing the title “Peking and its
environs, Copied from the Survey of Colonel Lady-
jenski of the Russian Army.” This map, drawn as it is
to a very large seale (about half an Finglish mile to one
inch), embraces the immediats environs of the town
and a portion of the plain on the west as far as the
hills, and with the summer palagas included, and appears
ab first sight to be of so detailed a nature as to show
each house on the plain separately ; but on. closer ing-
pection and comparison, it is perceived that not only is
the map not based on topographical surveys (in fact it
was not possible to carry on a survey before the year
1860), but that it is for the most part a creation of the
imagination, although here and there various traces of
local observation are to be seen. But what renders
the map wholly useless and makes the identification

of all places marked upon it impossible, is the corrup-'

tion of the names. 'What, for instance, is to be under~
stood by Velch-si-u-¢,~~a name which figures to the
west of the city? The large village of Pa-li-chuang

e

to the westward of Peking is marked as the Palace of
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Li-tchay-an——and so on. I even entertain a doubt
if the map really emanated from Ladyshensky, for how
could it happen that this Russian officer should nok
be aware that the Russian church-yard is to the north
of Peking, while on the map it is shown to the east.
The Anglo-French Expedition of 1860 to Peking
appears, indeed, to have been accompanied by no sub-
gtantial scientific results, either as regards our know-
ledge of the neighbourhood of Peking or in any other
respect. Still a number of highly superficial pamph.-
lets, full of errors, were afterwards published in French
and English as the scientific result of the expedition
to Northern China. :

A short, but at the same time interesting, article
on Peking appeared in the year 1866 in the Journal
of the Royal Geographical Society, entitled “Peking
and its Neighbourhood.” The author, Dr. W. Lockhart,
lived for many years in Peking, and his article is a
worthy contribution to a correct knowledge of the
town. As far as concerns the environs, however,
his information is certainly meagre, and is confined to
the summer palaces, the Ming tombs and a few temples
out-side the gates of the city-—so often described before.
The best publication on Peking yet published is un-
doubtedly the article by the Revd. J. Edkins, which
forms an appendix to the second volume of Williamson’s
« Jowrneys in North China, Manchuria and Mongo-
lia, &ec., 1870." 1In fact, it is the best part of
Williamson’s work, for from a scientific point of view
the lattor is of little value. FEdkins is an able scholar
and sntiquary, who observes all that comes before
him with critical judgment; and yet as regards the

THE PLAIN OR PEKING AND THE
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onvirons of Peking, he also gives but little new inform-
ation, In conclusion, I can only mention agzain that
the most correct plan of Peking will be found on the
Russian map of the province of Chili by (€. Waeber,
above alluded to, Though not on a large scale, it ‘cr‘m-.
taing many details, and is compiled from actual Measure-
ments and astronomical observations,

Before proceeding to the actual subject-matter of
my essay, I have a few remarks to make on the subject,
chietly, of my map. The altitudes are ¢verywhere given
in English feet, and are partly from observations made
by myself with the aneroid or boiling-point thermometer,
and afterwards calctilated by Dr. Fritsche, and partly
from the published results of Dr. Fritsche's 'own
observations. The scale is adapted to Russian versts,
for I find this small unit better suited to my' indica~
tions than a larger one; but by recollecting thit, seven
versts are approximately equal to ome geographical
mile,* the reader unaccustomed to the Rissian measure
will easily make himself at home, The Chinese Z, of
which I speak in some places, is equal to bhalf a verst.
As regards the transliteration of Chinese sounds in the
names of places, I have followed almost entirely the
orthography adopted by the best English aud American
sinologists; thus all the letters are to be pronounced as
in Glerman with the exception of 7 which takes the
French sound of that letter, and ek and sk which take
their English sounds.

* i.e, Ono German geographical mileor o degres of the equator,
and consequently 4 ﬂnﬂwh geographical miles or knots.—(7'7.)
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1. Modern Peking—Historical amd Archeolo~
gical View. ;

As I hme already shown that good and full des-
eriptions of Peking exist, I will now only notice the
sabject of the eity itself, in so far as is necessary to
complete and elucidate my sketch of the environs.

Modern Peking, with its extensive walls, stands in
the midst of a great, sandy, alluvial plain, which is
bounded on the north and west by the mountains,
while towards the south it appears to stretch far away
beyond the Yellow River, and on the east and south~ .
east it reaches to the sea. The observations takew at
the Russian Magnetic Observatory in the north-east
angle of the city wall give 120 English feet as the
altitude of the place above the level of the sea; the
latitude (of the same spot) is given as 39° 66 48", and
the longitude 116° 28’ 86” east of Greenwich, The city
walls form two more or less regular quadrangles, of which
the northern is generally known as the Tartar or Manchu
city, and the southern as the Chinese city. Still this is
only a European nomenclature; in Chinese works the
northern town is called Nei-chemg or inner town and
yulgarly Cheng-li-tow, meaning literally “inside the
town.” The southern figures in books as Waicheng
or outer town, while in every-day life it is spoken
of as Cheng-Wai-tow, meaning “ outside the town ;" for
this southern city was originally only a suburb of Peking
proper. The Manchu and Chinese towns are separated

» by a wall through which three gates lead from one to
the other, while the Manchu town is provided with
six and the Chinese with seven additional gates. in,
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 the middle of the Manchu city is situated the imperial

 quarter, also walled round, and having four gates, oue at

each cardinal point of the compass. The greater pors

¢ tion of this last is oceupied by the Emperor's palaces
and gardens, the remainder consisting of streets.

Tf in summer one takes a view of the plain from
off one of the hill-summits in the neighbourhood, the
city of Peking looks like an immense walled garden,
from the middle of which rises a peculiar hill with a
pavilion on the top.. This hill is the beautifully wooded
King-shan, or vulgarly, Mei-sham (coal hill), which
measures geveral hundred feet in height, According
to u popular tradition, this hill is of artificial construe-
tion, and conceals a deposit of coal which in the
event of a long siege would be utilised. The Mei-shan
stands within the imperial forbidden grounds, and near
it one remarks another small hill called the Pai-fo-shan
with a Suburge on its summit. TIu viewing Peking
from a distance, it is only possible torecognize certain
buildings. through the green foliage, as nearly every
house stands in a more or less spacious garden. But these
gardens arenearly always in the background, thus one

; may walk in the streets of Peking and see scarcely any-
thing of them~searcely anything, indeed, but monoto-
nous rows of one-storied houses which flank the dusty
streets on either side.

According to the plan of Peking on Waeber’s map,
the Tartar city measures 22} versts round the walls,
5 versts from uorth to south, 6'4 versts from east to
west, aud contains an area of 82 square versts. The
length of wall enclosing the Chinese town amounts td
218 versts; its breadth from north to south 8 versts ;

\
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its length from ecast to west 7°0 versts, and its ares
289 square versts, The whole of Peking, therefore,
comprises 557 square versts, or 1 18 square [German]
miles. For the sake of comparison, I may mention that
Pariscontaing 153 square [German] miles,

But though this great area is enclosed within the
¢ity walls, only a portion of it should be regarded as
oceupied by inhabited houses, for much room is taken
up, on the one hand, by the Imperial Palaces, and their
lakes and gardens, and by the palaces and gardens of

. the various Princes, while on the other hand a large
section of the modern city lies in ruins, Thus the
Chinese city can only show a tract of about, 1 versts
in length of what can properly be called “town,” i. e,
having continuous rows Of streets and houses: this
is situated towards the northern side of the enclosure,

while the remaining portion. consists of the enormons’

gardens of the temples of “Heaven” and “ Agriculture,”

of lakes, cultivated land, grave-yards, and waste places.
These waste places with the ruins of former buildings
also frequently occur in the Turtar town. The popula-
tion appears to be thickest in the Chinese town, for
here nearly the whole of the trade of Peking is con-
centrated, and in certain streets one sees ag lively a
traffic as in the great capitals of the west. On the
other hand, in the streets at a distance from the centres
of trade one meets with few people. The dwelling-
houses are, with few exceptions, one-storied, for the

people are:not so sparing of land as in our great towns.
Taking all these circumstances into consideration, I am

led to. the opinion that the population of Peking, as

given in mogt works on China at “several millions,”

L,
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iy greatly exaggerated at the present day, and in thig
view I believe all, Furopean residents in Peking will
bear me out. At most I wonld estimate it at HALF A
- Miunion. The Chinese Government certainly knows :
exactly the number of inhabitants in Peking, bub it
would be a waste of breath to enquire from them
what it is: the Kuropean is never told the truth, but
is given exorbitant figures, In the same way, if it
were possible, statistics of the death-rate in Peking
might be compiled, for all burials ab the present day
take place outside the towm, and each corpse is regis- .
tered agit passes out of the gate. )

* According to Chinese history, Peking is one of
the oldest townsin the country. As far back as the
12th century* it is spoken of under. the name of Ki,
and atthat time formed an appanage of a descendant of '
the Emperor Huang-ti. In the time of Confucius (6th
and 5th centuries, B. €.) it was the capital of a principas
lity called Yen; and this name of Yen, which means
«gwallow,” is even at the present day applied to the
region of Peking especially in the language of the
learned.  When in the year 221 B. C. the Emperor
Shi-Huang-ti consolidated China into one kingdom, Yen
Jost its independence and bgeame a portion of China.
During the epoch of the great Tang dynasty—618 to
907 A. D.—Peking was called Yu-Chou, but even then
was not the residence of the govereign. Indeed the
capital of that dynasty was the present Si-an-fu in
Shenst,  In 987 A. D. Peking first became the capital
of the Empire, and with short interruptions has remained

# i, ¢ beforo Chyist.—( 7. )



so until the present day. In this year a Tartar people
called the Kitan, belonging originally to southern
Manchuria, afterhconquering China and establishing
themselves under the name of the Liao dynasty, founded
o their sotthern capital at Peking, but callod it Nanking.
The Kitans, however, were annihilated at the beginning
of thh '412'g}_1 _ century ‘b.;'r the Churche, a northern
Manchurian tribe, who after establishing their dynasty
ander the name of Kin, likewise chose Peking as their
capital. = This occurred in the year 1153, and the place
was then named Chung-tu or Yen-King. In 1215,
Cllellgi_s-Kllan conquered Peking, and in 1260 his grand-
son, the celebrated Kublai-Khan, made it his capital
under the name of Tatu or, as the Mongols called if,
Khanbaligh. The Mongols were driven out of China
inthe year 1368, and were replaced by the Ming dynasty
(1368 to 1644), the third of whose Emperors, Yunglo
by name, transferred his residence from the present
Nanking to Peking, at the commencement of the 15th
cenbury. It was at this time that the name of Peking
(northern capital) was first applied to the Chinese metro-

_ polis, and it has remained in use with Europeans until
the present day. In'the year 1644, when the last Ming
. Emperor hung himself on the Mei-Shan, the Manchus
took possession of Peking.

But during the three thousand years over which the
history of Peking extends, the city has not always stood
opn precisely the same spot, and this is especially the case
since it became the capital of the Empire, for the politi-
' ¢al changes which have oceurred in northern China have
‘always been followed by changes in the dimensions or
: - the site of the capital. Each separate Tartar or Chineése

MODERN PERING-— HISTORICAL
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d ynnsty, as it became possossed of the ]and regarded it
as a duty to build the imperial palace on a fresh spot,
Jand in this way the walls of the capital were constantlys

' being displaced.  The great Chinese deseription of
| Peking, above alluded to, gives an interestin g compari-
son of the changes, both of dimensions and site, which the
town has undergone in the course of several centuries,
and the Chinese author is guided in the conclusions he
draws, mainly, by the ancient inscriptions on the numer- ,
. ous monuments which exist both inside and outside
Peking. As regards the site of the ancient Ki, tradi-
tion points to that old earthen wall, or ratapart, traceable
two and a half versts to the north of the present city,
but no documents have been discovered to bear out
the truth of this indication. In the year 1681 a
tombstone was dug up at the west gate of the imperial
city upon which was to be read, among other things,
that the posifion of the grave to which it belonged
was five o (24 versts) to the north-cast of the town of
Yu-chou, This stone bore the Chinese date corre-
sponding to the year 799 of our era; thus at that time
Peking would appesr to have stood to the eastward#*
of the present Chinese town. The capital of the Kitans
lay somewhat more to the north-east, and though it
included a portion of the present Chinese town, it also
reached further west than this latter. The Emperors of
‘the Kin dynasty also appear to have moved the wallg
of the capital north-eastward. In the history of this
dynasty a description of the palaces oceurs, in which it
is said that to the north of the capital pleasure gardens

* Sie., query westward ? (Ti)



were laid out containing lakes and hills ;. and the spot
thus indicated is evidently that upon which Kublai-
Khan afterwards built his palaces, and indeed wherethose
of the present dynasty are situated. History also relates
that Kublai-Khan caused a new capital city to be
built, three % (14 versts) north-east of the old one, and
this new town might correspond approximately with
“the present Tartar city-—a presumption that is borne out,
by Marco Polo’s indications of the site and dimensions
of Khanbaligh. The Chinese annalg, it is true, assert,
that after the expulsion of the Mongols, Peking be-
‘came diminished in size, but it is also stated that in
the year 1421 it was extended, and that the walls of the
city, which had hitherto only been composed of earth,
were then faced with brick. The walls here spoken of
are those of the Tartar city as we see them at the pre-
sent day. The southern subuarb, or that which we now
call the Chinese town, including the temples of
Heaven and Agricultuto, was first enclosed in a wall in
the year 1544, Ancient walls, or more properly earthen
ramparts, are still traceable in many places in the
environs of Peking, but it is difficult to indicate to what
period they belong, though there can be no doubt that
in those remnants we recoguise ancient town walls,

If one walks a verst and a half ecastward from the
Tung-pien gate, along the bank of the canal leading to
Tung-chou, an earthen rampart is reached, of some
twenty feet in height, which begins on the canal bank
and is easily traced northward as far as the paved road
leading from Peking to Tung-chou. Indeed, it appears
to have continued even to the northward of this road,
but here the traces of it are almost entively obliterated

MODERN PEKING——HISTORICAL
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. by the buildings that exxst there. I conclude, howeve\r,
that this rampart was at one time the eastern wall of
the city, for it is washed on its eastern flank by an
ancient water-way which drains into the Tung-chou
canal, and which, to this day, containg water.

Another, and even miore perfectly preserved wall
than the one just alluded to, oceurs to the north of
Peking, and has no connection with the latter. I have
followed this northern wall over its entire length of
about eleven versts. From the outer moat at the north-
east corner of Peking, whereit begius, it runs due north
for a distance of about two and a half versts and then
forms a right-angle and turns due west. At the elbow
thus formed are observable the remains of a large
bastion. After running parallel with the present north
wall of the city for about six versts, it bends southward
and at the angle there stands the ruin of an imperial

“pavilion (Huang-ting) dating from the last century and
containing a marble slab with the characters Ki-men-

% Yen-shu, which was the name of a park that existed
outside the walls of the ancient town of Ki. At the
present day no trace remains of any such park, though
groups of trees are to be Seen in every direction.
Further south one comes upon an opening in this
rampart, through which passes the road leading to the
summer palaces. Close to this again, on the outer side
of the structure, bne sees traces of an old fort which now
does service as the outer wall of a monastery. The
rampart may then be followed southward to near the .
bank of the river which’ supphes the capital with water, f

This ancient rampart measures 20 to 30 feet in height,
and is supperted by projections towards the outside af

-
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regular intervals of about 150 paces: on these probably
stood towers, from both sides of which an attacking enemy
would expect the descent of missiles, At the present
day many of the roads leading out of Peking pass
_ through this ancient work, though of the openings thus
formed, only two on the north, one on the east, and one
on the west are of any extent: it is in these that the
gates were probably situated. The above-mentioned
archeaological book adduces no ancient doenments have
‘.in‘g reference to the history of this old wall or rampant,
(which, by the way, is known by the name of 7w cheng,
or “ earth-wall ”), but simply remarks that it is the wall
of the ancient town of Ki which, as I have already
«shown, was in existence in the 12th century before .
Christ. In another place, however, the author refers
‘to this same wall as that of the Mongol capital I
‘cannot now engage in a minute discussion on this ques-
tion of archweology, but it would appear that the latter
view is incorrect, for the investigations made by a digtin-
guished archaologist and antiquary, who has lived thirty*
years in Peking (and whose researches-will probably
be published shortly), have led him to the conclusion
that, the walls of the present Tartar city occupy about
the same position as those of the Mongol capital,
described by Marco Polo under the name of Khanbaligh.
A portion of an old earthen wall-—itself the remains
of a city wall—is said to exist to the*westward of the
Chinese town, I have not examined it, but it pro-
bably bas some connection with the capital of the Liao,

¥
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#,~The diﬂerem nemes qf Pe?cmq, zts ozw:mt qf
b admimistration, '
¢ Peking==~the name by which the Chinese capital has
been indicated on our maps for several centuries past—=
 signifies in Chinese, as everybody knows, “northern
capital” The name originated at the beginuing of
the 15th century, when the Emperor Yung-lo trans-
ferred his court from Ymg-tmn (also called Nan-king
or “southern capital”) to the former Mongol capital,
which, from that time forward received the name of
Peking. It first becamer known in Hurope through
the Jesuit missionaries (Ricci and others) who visited
the Chinese court at the end of the 16th century.
Again Furope first learned that Peking and Khanbaligh
. were identical and that the lands of Cathay and China
were one through the journey of Benedict Goés, who
at the commencement of the 17th century travelled
from the East Indies, through Central Asia, to China.
When, in 1644, the Manchu dynasty established itself
in China, the name of Peking naturally lost its signi-
' ficance, was gradually forgotten, and at the present day
i no longer in usé among the Chivese. An educated’
Chinaman will certainly know what is meant by the
name, but the common people do not usé it, and speak
of the capital simply as King-cheng, or “capital city.”
In official language it is called King-tu, meaning like-
wise “capital city”” Again from an administrative
point of view Peking is regarded as a town of the first
rank (fu), and is known as Shun-tien-fu. It is also’
divided into two towns of the third rank (hein), viz,
Wang-ping-hien, forming the westerly half of the Tartar
city, and Ta-hing-hien, the easterly half. Besides these,
two heim, the Shun-tien-fu exercises jurisdiction over

ol
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seventeen other towns of the third rank, and over five
chow or towns of the second tank, some of which are
shown on my map. It is a curious fact, however, that the
- central seat of administration for the province of Chili
is not at Peking, but at Pao-ting-fu, a town situnted
at some distance to the south. Wang-ping-hien and
Ta-hing-hien, into which the town is, for administrative
purposes, divided, each forms the seat of the chief
administration of the department named after it and
which extends to some distance round Peking. ,
. In the above-named Chinese work Yi-tsang-tsou,
of the last century, the horders of these departments
. belonging to Peking are shown on separate maps ;
. while the marginal notes on these maps state that 281
A - villages belong to Wang-ping-hien and 284 to Ta-hing-
hien. These Peking departments extend 80 to 36 Ii
(15 to 18 versts) beyond the town towards the north;
28 Ui towards the north-east; 30 Ui tdwards the east;
85 Ui towards the south-east; 45 i (across the Hun-ho)
towards the south-west; 25 /i towards the north-west ;
anddastly, 200 1Z fowa‘rds the west, or as far as the v1llage
of Tu-kia-chuang, which is shown on. my map as lying
to the north-west of the Po-hua-shan. These boundaries
remain the same to the present day, as I had an oppor-
tunity of learning lately from a despatch addressed by the
Chinese Government to one of the Legations, in which
was indicated the points where the boundaries of the
Peking departments cut each separate high road lead-
mg to the city.®

THE DIFFERENT NAMES OF PEKING ;

¥ Thls information was given because, accor dmg to treaty,
Furopean merchants are not, permlbtad to trade at, or in the district
of, Peking, and the question had arisen where the forbidden region
commenced
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From the same despatch I found that the imme-
diate neighbourhood of Peking (a radius of 18 to 25 1)
was under a special military administration, in the
same way that the great hunting park of Nan-hai-tze,
situated to the south of the towm, and containing a
square mile (German) of land, is under a special “park
administration,” Tt is only outside this special belt

that the civil administration of Peking begins.

o e oo b it By
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- 8.~ Roads leading to and from Peking.

Near Peking there exist but few roads properly so
called, 4. e, artificial roads; but such as do exist are
of a very solid nature, being paved with regularly
cut blocks of stone measuring from 3 to 4 feet in
length and 1& to 2 feet in breadth. A few of these
paved roads are tobe found in Peking itself—as, for
instance, the one leading from the south gate of the

i

 Emperor’s palace to the temple of Heaven and

across the entire breadth of the Chinese town. An-
other stone road encircles the great graiu stores in the
north-eastern quarter of the town, and in the imperial
gardens all the roads are paved. Outside the city a
.fine stone road leads from the Tsi-hua gate (7) to
Tung-chou, a distance of over twenty versts. In sum-
mer, when the heavy rain8 render the environs of
Peking and a great part of the town ifgelf a complete
swanap, this road is of great convenience for carrying
on the trgfic with Tientsin and the other seaport
towns, for, as far as Tung-chou, all merchandise comes
by water. A second paved road of some length leads
from the Si-chi gate (L1) through the large village of
. Hai-tien to the pleasure gardens of Yilan-ming-yiian
and Wan-shou-shan, and thence continues in the form
of a fine hard high-road to Yii-tsiian-shan. A similar
high-road runs from Wan-shou-shan along the
lake and southward as far as the military colony of
Lan-tien-chang. A third long stone road leaves the
Chang-yi gate of the Chinege town and conducts nearly
up to the great bridge called Lu-kou-kiao. Besides
these there is a paved road leading to the temple of
the Sun (38), while another joins the Ping-tse (12) and
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Si-pien (13) gates round the exterior of the city. All
‘the above paved roads date from the time of the Mings
. (15th and 16th centuries), except that leading to the
summer palaces which is due to the present dynasty.
. With the exception of thoss above-named, real
roads~artificially constructed and repaired=-cannot be
said to exist either in the immediate neighbourhood
of Peking or at a distance from it. |
It is well known that all over the north of China
a two-whecled cart of miost primitiveé constraction,
though very durable, is used as a means of locomotion,
These are drawn by one mule, or, on long journeys,
by two or more, and by means of them one can travel
not only to all parts on the plain but even into
Mongolia. They are in use as far south as the: Yang-
tze-kiang and were kuown throughout Northern China
in the earliest tindes as is abundantly proved in the
| . “Chinese classics, In Southern China, as far as I.am
S aware, no land roads exist, but only waterways and
footpaths. For keeping roads in repair, in the north of
China, no provision whatever is made; from years of
constant traffic they agsume the form of deep excavations
in the ground, and 1o travelling on the plains one often
rides for long distances through cuttings of this de-
scription.  Then on account of the anunual floods the
i courses of the roads have often to be changed, and thus
the plains become furrowed with innumerable tracks,
among which it is easy to lose one's way. At fixed inters
vals on all trade routes are found villages with inns for
_ the use of travellers and for merchants’ caravang. An be-
 sides these the Government bas an organised postal serw
vice, with stations, ‘wb?re saddle horses are provided for
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' Government couriers and officials; but ouly for these,
In Peking detailed itineraries may be bought showing
the stations for every 20 or 80 /i on all the postal and
trade roads and throughout China, together with correct
statements of distances. It would not be difficult to
embody all these routes in our maps of China, and
indeed Wageber, in his map of Chili, has already
utilised the information thus made accessible. I will
now point out the chief high roads which radiate from
the capital and which provide the means of communi-
cation with other parts of the Empire.

To begin with, there isthe road connecting
Peking with the seaport of Tientsin, and consequently
the most important line for Kuropeans: it is well known
and has often been described. It is generally made
use of by Xuropeans in winter, when the Pei-ho is
frozen, and does not lead through Tung-chou, but to the
south of that place, straight to' the village of Chang-
kia-wan, and thence along the right bank of the Pei-
ho, without however following the windings of the river.
A number of villages are situated on the road. The
distance by it from Peking to Tientsin is something
over 100 versts, and is made good by carts in two days,
though the Russian postal couriers only require twenty=
four hours. :

Further north I have indicated on my map a road
leading through Tung-chou, San-ho, Ki-chou, &, to
Shan-hai-kuan (where the great wall cuts the sea-shore)
and further on into Manchuria. This line has been
thoroughly described by the Archimandrate Palladius
who travelled over it in the year 1870. From Ki-chou a
‘road branches off in a north-easterly direction and leads to.

¢ A . ROADS LEADING
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Eastem Mongolia through the gate in the G'reab Wall
called Hi-feng-kou.’

The next great road towards the north is that
leading through Niu-lang-shan (alarge village standing
at the foot of an isolated hill), Mi-yumhien, and so on
up the river Chao-ho through the Great Wall into
Mongolia, and is especially used for communicating
with Jehol, the imperial pleasure garden, where Hien
fung, the fatherof the present Emperor, used to delight
to sojourn. This road ecrosses the mountain chain
which bounds the plain of Peking on the north and
passes the Gireat Wall at the Ku-peikou gate, distant.
three days’ journey from Peking and at an altitude
above the sea of 690 feet ; it is practicable for carts,
though the difficulties are considerable. During the
Ming dynasty (15th and 16th centuries) this road was
regarded as of great strategic importance; for the
Mongols, who had been driven north, frequently
threatened Peking by advancing down the valleys of
the Pei-ho and its tributaries. The places marked on
the map, Hung-lo-chen, Fu-ma-chen, Lo-shan-chen, are
all forts for the observation of this hnu--chen meaning.
fort.

' A gecond road leading through the hille' into
Mongolia is that passing through the defile of Kuans
kou, more generally known to Europeans as the “ Nan.
kou Pass” from the name of the small village at its
southern entrance. Two main roads lead from Peking,
across the plain, to Nankou, One of theseis the Chinese
post road, used by couriers and officials. It leaves
Poking at the Te-sheng gate (10) and 2§ versts fo the
porthward crosses the old earthen rampart, above
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alluded to, at a point where formerly a gate of the town
stood and where there is now a small customs barrier
(siwo kuomn). An ancient tower, without an entrance,
stands on the top of the wall at this place, and similar to
one further north, on the same route, near the village
of Tsing-ho. These towers are called by the Chinese
tum-tai, and are often to be seen in the plaing, They
date from the time of the Mings, and served as watch-
towers, or telegraph stations, from which the approach
of an enemy was announced by means of certain signals
transmitted from one to another. The watchman
ascended to his post by means of a rope-ladder which
he drew up after him. In those days the enemy to be
apprehended was the Mongol, and thus it is that one
gees these watch-towers more often to the north of
Peking than elsewhere. At the village of Tsing-ho,
digtant nine versts {rom Peking, a handsome marble
bridge crosses the river, and further on at a large
village called Sha-ho, where several rivers and streams
unite, a number of marble bridges are met with.
~ Beyond this the post road leads through the second
class town of Chang-ping-chou, and eventually to the
hamlet of Nankou, the name of which signifies
“gouthern entrance.” But it is possible to go from
Sha-ho straight to Nankou without passing through
Chang-ping-choun.  The = defensive walls and their
bastions, with which this latter place is surrounded, lie,
close along the sides of the mountaing and are -often
erroneously taken, by travellers, to be the great wall,
and, as such, described.
The merchants’ caravans which travel from Peking
to Mongolia, through the pass, follow a different road in

20 ROADS LEADING
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order to reach Nankow This carries them further
west, through Hai-tien, past the summer palaces, and
\ 80 on to the large villages of Kuan-shi and Yang-fang
where they rest for the night. U
All those numerous caravans which carry on the
Russian tea-trade between China and Kiachta have to
pass through the Nankou pass, But it is well known
that, so far as this route is concerned, the Russian tea-
trade has undergone considerable modification since the
opening of the Suez Canal, for the expensive kinds of
tea, such as those manufactured in the Russian factories
near Hankow on the Yang-tze-kiang, are sent thence, by
gea, direct to Odessa ; nevertheless the common brick-
tea which represents the bulk of the Russian tea-trade,
and which is destined to be used by all the inhabitants
of Northern Asia, is still transported by the land route
to Kiachta ; that is, it comes from Tientsin to Tung-chou .
by water, and is there loated on the camels that carry
it through Mongolia to Kiachta, These tea caravauns
do not touch at Peking, but on leaving Tung-chou
'strike mnorth-westward, and pass first through Tung-pa,
where there is a well-known customs barvier, then
 through Li-shui-kiao, at which ‘place a beautiful
bridge spans the An-ho, and eventually emerge on
the Peking and Nankou road. An ancient road
leads through the Nankou pass, and this passage
has always played an important part in the history
of China, for by means of it nearly all the invasions
by the northern people were effected.* Thus Chengis

* There is, however, another paes, lying further west and to
\ the north of Ta-tung-fu, which also played a greab part in' the
history of the Chinese waxs.
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Khan advanced againgt Peking by the Nankon
pass, and one sees at all the important strategic points
of the defile, fortified works, both ancient and modern,
for checking the enemy from the north. The strongest
of these forts is about one~third of the way up the
pass from the lower end, and is called Kii-yung, a
pame that was already known in the time of Chengis
Khan, Here stands an ancient gate with interesting
inseriptions in six languages, some of which are very
iraperfectly known to orientalists, while some indeed
are no longer in existence: the languages are Chinese,
Niachi (or Churche), Uigur, Mongol, Tibetan and
Sanscrit.  The road through the defile 'was formerly

!

paved with cut-stones, but at the present day it is full

of holes, and almost impracticable for carts. A small
mountain torrent rusbes through, and flows out onto
the plain towards the south. The highest point in the
pass, called by the Chinese Pa-ta-ling, is near the
station of Cha-tao, and according to Dr. Fritsche’s mea-
gurements has an altitude of 2,060 feet, while Cha-tao
itself, near the northern entrance, is 1,607 feet. This
latter name means “ forked road” for the reason that here
the road branches info two-~one line leading northwards
to the town of Yen-king-chou, and the other, first west-
ward but afterwards porth-westward, through Huai-
lai-hien, Suan-hua-fu and Kalgan to Kiachta. The
latter ascends gradually through the broad valley of
the river Kui, and then up that of the Yang-ho.. The
high road from Peking to Pao-an-chou also leads
through the Nankou pass and the valley of the Ya.ng~
bo. The defiles of Ku-pei-kou and Nankou are in
fact the only pra/utlcablc approaches to Peking from
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the north, for though numerous bridle-paths cross
the mountains, they arve extremely difficult to travel
over, and have no strategic or commercial significance,
The same must also be said of the roads leading' from
Peking westward. = As soon as one leaves the plain, one
finds nothing but steep, rough mountain paths, and
further on passes of ‘nea,rly 8,000 feet in altitudes
Still some of these bridle-paths to the west of Peking
are of importance, in so far that along them are trans-
ported those enormous quantities of coal used by the
inhabitants of the capital.

) Finally, I have to bring to notice the great military
and commercial road which leads from Peking towards
the south. KFrom the Chang-yi gate this follows the
paved road, mentioned above, as far as the beautiful
bridge called Lu-kou-kiao where a custom-house is
established ; thence it continues, past many towns, to
the first rank city of Pao-ting-fu, the administrative cens
tre, as I have already shown, of the province of Chili.
In one sense this road is the most important in the
Empire, for into it merge the roads leading from every
province south of Peking, while nearly every road lead-
ing to the capital must necessarily pass over the Lu-
kou bridge. Oxenham relates in the report of his
Jjourney (Geographische mittheilungen, 1870, p. 127)
that near a place called Chang-sin-tien, south of the
bridge, he saw earthen redoubts extending to a great
distance on both sides of his road. Fuarther south
another handsome bridge is reached which spans the
Liu-li-ho. Along this road are forwarded in the winter

G

months the bulk of the European mails, consisting of

the correspondence between the Kuropean residents at
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Peking and the outer world ; though during the greater
part of the year the communication between Shanghai
and Tientsin (for Peking) is very lively, and  steam-
ers come and go almost daily, But about the
beginning of December the Pei-ho and the sea neer its
mouth usually become frozen, when communication
with Shanghai, by water, is interrupted until March,
During this period the Chinese Government despatch
- a weekly courier with the European mails from Peking
to Chin-kiang-fu on the Yang-tze and wice versd,
the distance being accomplished in about ten days.
Chin-kiang is in uninterrupted steam communication
with Shanghai, and in this way Europeans in Peking
receive their lelters and newspapers regularly through-
out the winter. But besides this the Russian post
plies three times a month to and from Kiachta
and Peking, occupying twelve days on the journey ; so
that in winter, when sledging is practicable through
Siberia, we receive letters and papers from St. Petersburg
in six weeks.

G,



4 —Orogrophy : The Great Wall.

The mountains, which in the shape of a bow, extend
vound the Peking plain from mnorth-east to south-
west and send forth numerous spurs into the low land,
form the last slopes of the hill country which separates
the plains from the plateau of Mongolia. They have
been known to the Chinese from early times under the
name of Ta-hang-ling or Ta-han-ling, though that
portion of them lying to the west of Peking also bears
the name of Si-shan or “ western hills.”” The heights
observed by Dr. Fritsche, on his way from Peking to the
Russian frontier, show distinctly the gradual ascent
towards Mongolia thus :-— ‘

y Fest,
Peking Vai i O L b
Nankou (village) Wil LORG
Pass in Nankou defile (about 16 versts
in direct. distance from Nankou -
village) | ved e 2,063
Cha-tao. | e i vy 1,607
Huai-lai-hien AL 80T
Kalgan w2709
Pass north of Kalgan .., 5,355
Platean of Mongolia immediately be-
youd the pass s 4,600

Further north a gradual descent takes place into the
desert of Gobi.

The mountains fall somewhat steeply towards the
plain  of Peking, and frequently send forth spurs
between which corresponding bights are formed by the
low land. As far one can judge from Peking, the
‘mean height of these hills would be from 8,000 to 4,000

G
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foet, though several peaks are visible reaching nearly
to 8,000 feet. When the hills nearest to Peking are
seen from an elevated position, the direction of the,
main chain appears to be first from east to west, and
then south-westerly. And this is the direction of
the Great Wall which appears in a general way to
follow the direction of the range. The towers which
rise from the wall at certain intervals, I have
distinctly seen from a mountain top 4,000 feet high
in the neighbourhood of the monastery of Miao-feng-
Shan, between Nankou and the Hun river, Of late
years the Great Wall has only been visited by Kuropeans
at a few points, but on my map 1 have marked it as
following generally the main chain ; this corresponds with
the determinations of the Jesuit missionaries of former
times, though I cannot answer for its being everywhere
correct. Indeed, I have been informed by eye-witnesses
that in some places it leaves the high chain and con-
tinues along lower parellel ranges. | The:wall of which
T am now speaking is the so-called inmer wall which
lies to the south of the real Great Wall separating China
from Mongolia. This latter,—or outer Great Wall,—as
is well known, begins on the sea-shore near the southern
. border of Manchuria, and extends westward into the
province of Kansu. The inver wall beging to the
north of Huai-jou-hien, where it proceeds from the
outer wall, runs in a south-westerly direction. through
the northern part of the province of Chili, bends more
westerly in the province of Shansi, and eventually rejoing
the Creat Wall in the neighbourhood of the Yellow
river. In his valuable “ Description of (‘hma, T (Vel Bk
pages 163 et seq., in Russian) Fr. Hyaciuth Bitschurin

OROGRAPHY : THE
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has collected all the information regarding the Great
Wall contained in the Chinese annals, and as the

 details there set forth appéar to. be but little known, 1
will give a short rdswmé of them here.

Hyacinth comes to the conclusion that it is entn'ely
incorrect to ascribe the high antiquity of 2,000 years
to the structure in its present shape. It istrue that
Chinese historians agree so far as to state that the
Emperor Shi-huang-ti, in the year 214 B. ¢, began
to build a great wall on the shore of the ocean
and carried it on as far as the present Kansu, But the
annals of the Bth and 6th centuries AD. inform: us
that at intervals in the course of these two centuries
a great wall of ewrth was carried from the sea to the
Yellow river; and no mention is made of the former
wall-—possibly because it mno longer existed. From
that time forward no reference is made to the Great
‘Wall until the 15th century, when it is recorded that
Emperors of the Ming dynasty, being constantly
disturbed by the incursions of the Mongols, completed
the construction of the old wall and caused it to be
faced with brick. It is, however, nowhere siated fo
what extent this took place. According to the Jesuit
missionaries, the wall was built of “cut aud burnt

 gtones ” (bricks) from the eastern sea to the province
of Shansi. At Kalgan however, where I have myself
geon the great wall, it consists only of stones heaped
one upon another, while the towers alone are of brick,
For the reasons mentioned, therefore, the high antiquity
generally assigned to the great Chinese wall, as we
seo it at the present day, can scarcely be assumed
as correct, i ,

GREAT WAL,
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As regards the inmer wall, its construction was com
menced in the 6th century A. n., and completed at
the beginning of the next. Originally it was composed
‘only of earth, but, like the other, was faced with stone
and brick in the 16th century. At the Nankou pass,
where it is generally visited by Europeans, it still re-
maing in good repair on account of the solidity of its
construction, but im many other places, in the wild
mountainous country, it is already in a state of utter

- muin.. A number of large gates and not a few small
ones Jead through this inner wall.  Farther on I shall
recur to the subject of the Gireat Wall, but for the
present the above remarks will suffice.

From the figures by which I have indieated the
altitudes of a number of elevated points on my map
the reader will be able to judge of the relative heights
ranging  through  the mountainous country in the
neighbourhood of Peking. Some of these are based
on my own observations and others on those of Dn.
Kritsche; but these details are sufficiently meagre, and
on the whole, as the map testifies, the region is one
of which our knowledge is still imperfect. Glenerally
speaking, I haye only included those places in the
sphere of my comments which I have myself either
seen or investigated. It would be incorrect to pictare
to one's self this hilly country as ono of bare rocks, for in

 reality it is an extraordinarily charming region with beau-

 tiful vegetation, especially in the higher regions, where
gven thick woods are met with; while the numerous
valleys are well watered and highly caltivated. Tudeed,
one is often astonished to find in valleys difficult of access,
and in the midst of wild mountains, villages of great size
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. and surrounded by excellent cultivation. Abcient
monasteries, romantically situated, lie buried in the
_gorges, or are perched, like eagles’ nests, on towering
heights overlooking the valleys below. - The mountain
scenery here can certainly compete with the finest, in
Eurxope, except, of course, with that of the Alps; though
on account of the strangeuess of the vegetation and
axchiteeture, the heauty is of a special kind, not to he
compared with the landscape scenery of the West

A deep-cut valley running north and south appears
to separate, entirely, the mountaing which bound the
Peking plain on the west from another elevated mass
of hills, full of clefts and fissures, which projects. far out
on to the low land. The last spurs of this elevated mass
gonsist of smiling hills, abounding in streams, upon the
banks of which for many centuries past the Emperors of
China have built their pleasure palaces. We are here
concerned, undoubtedly, with the continuation of the
main range which borders the left bank of the Hun<ho,
and rises to a height of nearly 4,800 feet in the
neighbourhood of the monastery of Miao-feng-shan ;
yet a pass or gorge, leading from the monastery of
Ta-kio-sze, at the foot of the hills, to the Hun-ho,
cuts so dcep into the mountains, that its a.ctu,al altitude
is but a little above that of the Hun~ho, and in this
way is formed what appears to be this entirely separate
group of mountains. The highest point, called Ta-urh-
ting, I should estimate at about 3,000 feet; and the
numerous valldys, ravines, and spurs jutting out into the
plain, cause the group to be regarded as one of the
loveliest regions in the neighbourhood of Peking, A
number of imperial pleasure gaxdens exist here, cut of |
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the dark-green woods of which peep endless palaces,
pavilions, and towers, while the neighbouring hill-sides
are covered with picturesque burial-grounds and an-
cient monasteries surrounded by gardens,

The mountains on the right bank of the Hun-ho
are remarkable on account of a strangely-shaped peak
which I have marked on the map as Mount Conelly,
so named by the English after the first European who
ascended it, though its Chinese name is Tsing-shui-tsiem
I have not visited this mountain, but I have been told
that the peak (which I estimate at 5 to 6,000 feet) i8
covered with beautiful vegetation, Behind Mount
Conolly, in the far distance, is to be seen a double-
peaked mountain overtopping all others in its vicinity :
this is the sacred Po-hua-gshan, or “ mountain of the
hundred flowers,” which has an altitude of about 7,500
feet. : -
I will presently describe a journey which I made to
this mountain, and will at the same time give further
details regarding the hill system of the region in which
it ig situated.

A e s e 5
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The Peking plain is watered by two river systems—
those of the Hun-ho and the Pei-ho. Both come from
' the north near the borders of Mongolia; they break
through the intervening mountain chains, receive

numerous tributaries, and after a long course through‘

the plain unite at a short, distance from Tientsin,
The most 1mp0rtamt of these two rivers is the

: Pel—ho,* for it is navigable for a considerable dlstante v

and has formed, since the thirteenth century, 4 section of
the great imperial canal (Grand Canal) which places the

capital in communication with other water systems of
China. The source of the Pei-ho lies outside the Greatsv
Wall and north of the Tu-shi-kou gate ; after passing
within the wall it first takes @ southerly-direction, then -
a south-easterly, and after breaking through and a,ma.m" 1

twice crossing, the Great Wall it receives the Cha-ho .

from the east and again flows southward. " It has now

arrived on the plain and finally bends towards the
. gouth-east near the town of Tung-chou, and . after

numerous windings reaches, ,ﬂrst Tlen_mn, and  then

after uniting with several other ri iverst falls into the
gea. Near Tung-chou, the Pei-ho 'receives the Sha-
ho from the west, while this last is fed by various
streams coming from the north and west which we will
now examine more closely. ‘

# T votain this spelling of the name because it ¢ that aceepted by
Europeans, though it would be more correct to write  Paiiho (White
river) according to the Chinege pronuncmhon in the Pekmg ami
Mandarin dialects.

4 Sig. T
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On the south-esstern side of a hill named
Yii-tstian-shan there springs a copious stream called
by the Chinese Yii-tsiian or “ Nephrite stream,”* the
waters of which, several hundred years ago, were used
for making an artificial lake known as the Kun-
ming-hu, and round which, at the present  day,
are situated pleasure gardens belonging to the
emperor. This lake has two outlets, oue of which,
on its northern shore, near the Wan-shou-shan, flows
through the village of 'Tsing-lung-kiao where there is a
fine bridge; somewhat farther east it passes by the village
of An-ho-kiao and reaches that of Tsing-ho, where there
is likewise a bridge built of marble, Farther east

* again the river passes by the village of Li-shui-kiao
where it is spanned by a fourth bridge, and finally
empties itself into the Sha-ho. A small quantity of
the water of the Kun-ming lake is absorbed by the
gardens of Yian-ming-yian, though the bulk is
carried off by a southerly outlet forming a stream of
about twenty p‘mceis broad which first, takes a southerly
direction and then, after passing the military colony of
Lan-tien-chang, turns to the east until it reaches a
small reservoir at the north-west angle of Peking,
From here a portion runs south through the north
wall of the city and forms the lakes round the emper-
or’s palace, while another portion fills the outer moat
which encircles the town. The whole of this water
finally unites at the eastern city-gate, the Tung-pien-
men (6), and forms the origin of the Grand Canal. In
former times the emperors travelled by boat, to the

HYDROGRAPHY.

* Properly “ Jade stream.”—Tr, i
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surimer palacéson the southern outlet of the Kun.

ming lake. On the banks of the river there were
then beautiful gardens and palaces of which now the

merest traces remain, Before, however, the waters from’

Yii-tstian-shan finally form themselves into the Grand
Canal, they receive a slight accession from the discharge

of asmall lake situated two versts north-west of the

Si-pien gate (13). This sheet of water measures a
verst in length by half a wverst in breadth,
and was originally laid out artificially when the
water was brought down to it from the western
hills, Close to the lake is situated a pleasure palace

surrounded by a handsome park and called Tiao-yti-tai

or “Hishing Terrace,” to which the Chinese emperors

G

formerly used to come to fish. For a long period this '

lake was entirely dried up, and I can recollect the time
when race meetings were held in itsi dry bed; but
within late years it has again veceived a supply of
water and finds an outlet through a little stream

called the San-li-ho which discharges into the 01ty‘ \

moat near the Si-pien gate,
As 1 before observed the Grand Oanal begius at the

Tung-pien gate (6) where it forms a deep broad waters

way gener.dly called by Buropeans “the Tung-chou
canal,” because it leads to Tung-chou, though the
Chinese name is Tung-hui-ho or Yiin-liang-lo, Be-
tween Peking and Tung-chou, it is provided ‘with
five lock-gates, and after passing through the latter

town it discharges into the Sha~ho immediately above

the point of confluence of this last with the Pei-ho.
Lastly T have to mention another tributary re-
ceived by the Pei-lio. On leaving Peking by the
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Chang-yi gate (17) and proceeding about two versts
along the paved road, one observes on the right-hand
side an earthen rampart, thirty feet high, enclosing an
almost square space, which if it were only somewhat
Larger (it is hardly one square verst) might be taken
 for an ancient town wall. On é4scending the rampart one,
finds that it encloses a lake, or more properly a swamp,
used for the cultivation of rice and reeds (drundo
phragmites). Tt is called the Lien-hua-chi or Lotus
pond, and the stream forming its outlet first crosses the
paved road, and then, affer dederibing a wide curve
cound the Chinese town, forms more swamps to the
south-west of the latter; from here it flows through
swampy ground between the Chinese town and
the hunting park of Nan-hai-tze, eventually entering
the park and forming small lakes there. 1t conti-
nues however to flow beyond these under the name
of Liang-shui, and issuing from the park again mear a
place called Ma-shui-kiao 1t discharges finally into |
the Pei-ho, In the swamps formed by the Liang-shui
there is good snipe shooting.

Throughout its entire coursein the plains, the Pei-
ho is navigable for the greater part of the year, and
in autumn, after the rains which occur during the
semmer months, there is no difficulty in navigating it
with large boats. The journey down-stream from Tung-
chou to Tientsin, a distance of 170 versts, is accom-
plished in one and a half to two days,and up-stream in
about double that time; this is by Chinese boats, but
the river is probably navigable for small steamers as
high up as Tung-chou. The traffic on the Pei-ho is
yery considerable, for the capital draws nea@ly all its

40 AYDROGRAPHY.
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supplies of provisions and other necessaries from Tien.
tsin by this voute. The port of Tientsin is 100 versts
by water from the mouth of the Pei-ho in the Gulf of
Chili, and is frequented by innumerable Chinese junks

v and European steamers. Tn winter the Pei-ho is frozen
over for two months, when of course all water com-
munication between Peking and Tientsin and the other
ports on the coast, ceases. But during the open period,
steamers arrive almost daily at Tientsin (most of them
bringing opium) when the Pei-ho is all life, and large
fleets of boats are met wilh carrying rice and long rofts
of building-timber coming down from Manchuria or
Uorea. At Tientsin the Grand Canal, or more properly
the Wei river (which for a long distance constitutes
the canal), has its mouth, When the canal was first made "
at the end of the thirteenth century, the object was to
supply the capital regularly with rice from the sonthern
provinces., At present it is scarcely used below® Tien-
tsin, and nothing is done towards keeping it in repair.
Steamers have superseded it, and for some years past =
there has existed a Chinese Steam Navigation Company .
which occupies itself chiefly in transporting rice from
the southern ports to Tientsin, whence it is sent in
boats to Peking. Some difficulty occurs in the navi-
gation between Tung-chou and Peking on agcount of
the lock-gates in the canal which make it necessary to
shift the cargoes five times within this short distange.
Four verstst west of Tung-chou the canal is spanned

* Sie—Query : above, or south. of T4
%4 e, eight li, whence the name Pa-likiao or “eight-li bridge.”
‘The title conferred on General Montauban'in comwemoration of his
victéry here was Comte de Padlidkiao, < 7.
i
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by the historical bridge of Pa-li-kiao, where & battle
was fought by the French in 1860. Besides this bridge,
two others cross the Tung-chou canal,~—one in the town
of Tung-chou and the other called the Ta-tung-kiao
outside the Tung-pien (6) gate of Peking.

While the Pei-ho is a most useful river for the
inhabitants of Peking and the surrounding low lands,
the Hun-ho, on the contrary, is of little value, and more-
over is dangerous on account of ity rapid current and
its tendency to overflow the cowntry in its vicinity.
The fear the Chinese cuntertain for the Hun-ho is shown
by the enormous dams they have “erected on ibs left
bank near the Shi-king hill and the Pei-hui-tsi monas-
tery. Here an iron cow watches over the river, and the
popular superstition' is that she bellows when the
waber rises. ~ According to Chinese maps the sources
of the Hun-ho are to be found in the mountains of
northern Shansi.  Bast of a large town called Pao-an-
chou two rivers unite making a sharp angle; the more
northerly of these bears the name of Yang-ho, the.
goutherly one that of Sang-kan-ho. Thege obtain theix
water-supply chiefly from various small rivers issuing
from the mountains of northern Shansi, though a part
is derived from streams coming down from Mongolia.
The Yang-ho and the Sang-kan-ho, as T am informed by
an eye-witness, are of equal breadth, and the junction
of the two constitutes theFHun-ho, or Yung-ting-ho, as
it iy also marked on the Chinege maps. It flows first
in a south-easterly direction through a broad cultivated
valley, receives the river Kui from the east, and farther
on another stream coming through the hills, in the west,
and which has previously passed by the town of

HYDROGRAPHY .
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Fan-shanspw.  Afterwards the Hun-ho assumes a more
southerly direction and cuts a road for itself through
the last high chain of hills which separates it from the
plain, just at the point where the inner great wall crosses
its ‘course, or mnear the town of Yen-ho-cheng. : The
Chinese have a story that the river flows for a distance
under ground. That portion of its course which lies in
a narrow mountain bed, hedged in by steep rocks, may be
estimated at 80 to 100 versts, though occasionally with-
in this section the valley widens out and makes room
for flourishing villages. Near the village of Tsing-pei-
kou the Hun receives a small mounntain torrent from
the south-west, and then bends sharply round to the

north-east, immediately afterwards changes its general
direction, and after several windings among the hills
towards the south-east, reaches the plain in the neigh-

bourhood of the village of San-kia-tien. Over the whole
of this distance the river is believed to be ill-adapted to
navigation, partly on account of the great differences in
the depth of water at different seasons, and partly on

account of the rapidity of the current. Still, rafts of-
wood are sometimes met with floating down the river

through the hill country, and the Chinese annals show
that in the middle ages the river was used to transport
 wood and “stones " from the monntaing—by “stones”
however, slate or coal is probably meant.  In the large
Chinese description of Peking numerous authors are

“cited who relate that as far back as the Han dy'néms‘ty, n.
the twelfth century, a canal existed which issued from -
the Hun-ho at the village of Mayii,* and led past the

# The village exists to the present day, vide mop.

i

-

vt
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north wall of the capital. But the presence of this
canal in its neighbourhood threatened Peking with the
danger of inundation, and during a time of war it was
decided to close the outlet from the river by means of
large stones. However in the reign of Kublai Khan
(before Marco Polo’s arrival at Peking), the high
official who was at the time conducting the works of
the Grand Canal proposed to re-open the Hun-ho canal,
in order that the capital might be the better supplied
with water, and that wood and stone might be floated
down to it from the hills. This plan was carried out,
and a portion of the Hun-ho water was led past
Peking into the Grand Canal; but with the view of
guarding against inundations, a second canal was dug
which issued from a point on the west bank of theriver,
and aftor forming a curve discharged again into the river
lower down; when floods were anticipated at the
capital the lock-gates of this canal could be . opened.
These precautionary measures, however, donot appear to
have had the desired effect, for it isrelated in the Chinese
chronicles that during the Mongal dynasty the canal
wag closed again on account of a severe flood that had
taken place. The fact is that the rainfall is so abun-
dant in the north of China during the months of July
and August, that the danger of a flood arising from a
river being led to Peking is quite coraprehensible. I
have seen the tremendous lock-gates of this old canal
to the north of a hill called Shi-king-shan, but I have
never had an opportunity of following up the traces of
its course as indicated by the places mentioned in the
Chinese books as those past which it flowed, It is
interesting to obsexrve in Marco Polo’s account of

St
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Peking that the new town built by Kublai Khan, and
' which,as I have shown above, corresponds to the Tartar
city of the present day, was separated by a river from
the old town built in the Kin dynasty. The river
mesnt is doubtless the eanal derived from the Hun-hoi .
But let us return to the Hun-ho of which Marco Polo
also speaks under the name of Pulisanghin,* and which
he tells us is navigable. It is, indeed, probably navi-
gable in its southerly course in the plaing, but abdve
the Lu-kou bridge I have never seen boats ‘exce_pt-t'hc}‘e
used for ferrying, in various places, during the high)
water season. In some places bridges are. improvise
but the only permanent bridge on the upper river is\
the beautiful Lu-kouskiao—a monument spoken of in \
Chinese works as one of the eight wonders of Peking, °
and to which I shall have a further opportunity of °
referring below. From the point where the Hun
breaks through the mountaing down to the great
bridge it is fordable nearly the whole year through. - On
its lower course, where the banks consist chiefly of sand .
flats, the Chinese maps give the river first 4 southerly and
then a south-westerlyt course until at last 1t unites with
the Pei-ho near Tientsin, During this partof its course,
too, it receives, from the Jeft, a small river called Feng-
ho (which rises in the park of Nan-hai-tze), and after-
wards sends out an arm southwards to the marshes
lying to the east of Pao-ting-fu, and which likewise
empty themselves into the Pei-ho. Two other rivers
(both marked on my map) also find their way to the

e s BN

gl | menhonui above that the Huu in its upper course is called the
San Kan at the present day

t Query-—Soutlreasterly.—
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Pei-ho: these are the Mang-niu-ho and the Llu-lpho.
I am personally acquainted with the upper course of

the latter, but will defer its description for the account’

of my journey to the Po-hua-shan. Many of the
streams I have shown on the map contain water only

during the rainy season, while in the winter they are
perfectly dry so that one only knows when a river bed is -

being crossed, when one gees the beautiful marble

bridges built of great square blocks,  In the neighbour~
bood of Peking there are innumerable bridges of thls_

' kind which are only used. during the rains, and  like
/he ‘paved toads, owe their erigin mostly to the ‘Ming
/dynasty (1368 to 1644 AD.), though some few. were
built by orders of Kang-hi and Kien-luug of the present
dynasty, and stand witnesses to the fact that these
- movarchsinderstood the importance to the state of regu-
lar inter-comamunicatio, +The present miserable Gov=
ernment on the contrary not only obstinatelyresists the
introduction of railways; but declines to trouble itself
on the subject of communications generally.  Each

year a large ‘section of the capital and its suburbs is’

overflowed, yet not a sod is turned for providing drain-

age, and traffic can only be carried on by circuitous

routes. To such lengths does the carelessness of the

Qovernment go, that up till now nothing has been done
to repair the walls of Peking which fell in more than
two years ago. At the breach thus made oceular
demonstration is afforded of the fact recorded in the
Chinese annals that the walls (built in-the fifteenth
century) consist only of an earthen rampart faced with
bricks. Tn conclusion, 1 will only observe that when

the river and canal systems of the Peking plain, as -



HYDROGRAPHY. 47

described by the Chinese annalists, are compared with
those of the present day one is struck with the changes
they have undergone, partly on account of artificial
canalisation for which the Chinese bave had a predi-
lection from time immemorial, and partly on account of
‘the peculiar propensity possessed by the rivers of North
China for changing their course. As an instance, I
have only to point to the king of Chinese rivers—the
Huang-ho or Yellow river-—which, 4000 years ago,

flowed into the Gulf of Chili near the present Tientsin
(lat. 39°), and of the regulation of whose course by the

Emperor Yu, the Chinese classic, Shu-king, has pre-
sorved exach records. Subsequently the Yellow river
changed its bed many times on its lower course, where it
was not restrained by mountains, and in the thirteenth
gentury it discharged, in conjunction with the iiver
Huai, in lat. 84°.. Finally, about twenty-four years ago,
it was pleased to seek out.the Gulf of Chili again, where
it now debouches in lat. 875°.

L,
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Mhe term “Peking plain ” is 4 somewhat vague
one, because in point of fact the *plain ” extends to a
great distance towards the south and south-cast. To
my special description I include only those immediate

 environs of Peking which from their proximity to
the capital of the Empire have acquired certain pecu-
 liar characteristics, though the nature of the country
| generally, as I have sketched it below, would apply
almost equally well to the entire plain of Chili. When
& traveller, approaching Tientsin in a ‘steamer, firsh
directs his telescope towards the coast of China, he sees
nothing but a narrow, dirty yellow coloured strip of low

i ‘land, upon which the only remarkable objects are the
i twe miserable forts commanding the mouth of the
Pei-ho ; and the scene only becomes more lively when,

having left the forts behind, the gteamer nears Tientsin,

passing through the innumerable Chinese craft that

crawd the winding reaches of the river. He now

. sees fields and gardens and villages, with here and there

a temple dedicated to some river god. Finally, he

reaches. Tze-chu-lin, formerly a Chinese village, but

now in all its characteristics a small Huropean town,

for here dwell most of the Huropeans whose callings

demand their presence at Tientsin. The houses are

of European build, and streets and other comforts of

Western civilisation are seen around, If the journey

is to be continued to Peking, it will, according to usual

custom, be by water, when one or more Chinese boats

will be hired, in which the traveller can instal himself

with such comforts and conveniences as he has brought

' with hir, 'The means of locomotion in these boats is

nil6, 1_Gmeml~chwmatbri;m}os of. the Peking plain.
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 supplied partly by persons towing along the banks, and
partly by sails eked out with great skulls. But one has

first to pass threugh the town of Tientsin, where for a
distance of four versts the river is literally covered with
boats of various descriptions; the passage, in conse-

quence, is only made with great difficulty, and at the

point where the Grand Canal enters the Pei-ho one
always experiences a long stoppage. These obstacles
once overcome, clear water is reached, and the flood
tide, on which one usually contrives to start, soon
carries the boat to Yang-tsun (a village beyond which
the fide does not extend), when one becomes dependens
on the means of propulsion above described. The
scene now presented by the plain on either side is, in

summer, & very pleasing one, and consists of green

cornfields, interspersed with plantations of youug trees,
gardens, farms and villages of various sizes. The
road from Tientsin to Peking only touches on the river
at a few ponts, its course being more or less direct, while
that of the river winds about in an eccentric manner,

In this way one arrives near Tung-chou after a journey

of two, three or more days, but as a large fleet of junks
is generally at anchor there, it is not always possible to
veach the towa itself in a boat. From here the travel-
ler goes straight to Peking in three hours, either in
& cart, on a donkey or on a pony, and the nearer he
approaches the capital, the more animated becomes
the scene, the landscape being adorned with numerous
monasteries, marble monuments, and burial-grounds
surrounded by trees. The burial places of distinguished

. families are rendered conspicuots by their hedges of pine

\trees and junipers. The marble monuments usually

,\



take the form of glgantw tortmseez, carrying on them

backs upright slabs of stone bearing inscriptions. It

18 only immediately before arriving at Peking that one

“sees the long line of crencllated city walls stretching
~ across the view, and the peculiar many-storied tower
surmounting’ the Tung-pien gate, through which one

now enters the celebrated metropolis of China, As,"

however, the curiosities of the capital are not included
in my programme, let us cross at once to the other
side of the town, whence we shall see in the distance
- the graceful forms of the mountaing bordering the
plain.

-
The most interesting part of the environs of Peking,

as weil as the richest in natural beauty, is without doubt
the region lying between the capital and the western
bills, including the nearer ranges themselves, with their
innurcerable monasteries, palaces and ruins, their shady
- groves and gorges, and the clear silvery brooks that
trickle down from them on to the plain. During the
period the Chinese Emperors have made Peking their
capital, they have built pleasure palaces and vast
monasteries with so much architectural taste, that
. Western travellers, though surfeited with art, stand
before them struck with wonder. But many of these
ancient and costly architectural monuments now lie
strewed over this classic ground— this Chinese Romagna,
~~in the shape only of picturesque ruins, while but few
of the once magnificent monasteries are kept in good
condition. During the present century Buddhism has
lost nearly all significance in China, and ghould be
regarded less as a religious belief than as the tradi-
* tional superstition of old women and monks, who

GENETAL cmmqm\kwmcq /‘ i
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follow it without a suspicion of famaticiem*  In former
times, however, Buddhism flourished greatly in the
middle kingdom. It was introduced in the first century
of our era, and the innumerable terples and monas-
teries found in all parts of the country testify to the
former prosperity of the religion, Truly neither
Spain nor Italy can compare with China in the
matter of monasteries; they are to be counted by
. thousands in the capital and its environs, aud nearly all
are Buddhist monasteries, a few of them being occupied
by Mongolion Lamas, while a very small number, indeed,
belong to the sect known as Taoists, The greater
portion at the present day are in a state of decay, and
one frequently zees the bronze or earthen idols sitting
in the open air, neglected and roofless. Still  each of
these monasteries has its history and traditions care-
fully inscribed on marble slabs erected on the spot,
and some of the histories date back a thousand and
even fifteen hundred years. The greater number, how-
ever, of both those in repair and those in ruins orvigin-
ated in the time of the Mongols (1280 to 1368), or
during the Ming dynasty (1868 to 1644). Kublai Khan
especially was a devoted follower of Buddhism. Asfar
as the present dynasty is concerned, the Emperors
Kang-hi (1662 to 1723) and Kein-lung (1736 to 1796)
were foremost in founding monasteries in the neigh-
bourhood of Peking, but during the present century
the monumental buildings of China have scarcely
received any additions. The plan of Chinese monag-
teries is nearly always the same.  Their grounds,

¥ Liet not Utopian friends of European missionaries, however, infor
from this that the Chinese incline towards Christianity !
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surtotnded by solid walls, are often of great extent and
comprise large gardens; in the front there is a court-
yard, through which one pasees before reaching the
courts of the monagtery proper, which in the hills are
always built one behind the other in the form of
terraces. Baech court contains.a temple devoted to some
special god, but the many-armed Pusa, ‘the goddess
of benevolenee, is seldom absent. Usually the front of
the temple is made %o face the south, and an exception
is only made to this rule in the hills, where the direc-
tion of the slope, the course of the streams, or the
eharacter of the spirits of the bill are allowed to modify
it, 'The buildings in which the monks live stand at -
right angles to the temple, and in them are places set
apart for travellers, as in China the monasteries often
represent inns, espeeially for persons of distinetion, whe,
however, bave to provide themselves with provisions
unless they have a taste for the millet-pap and
vegetables which form the fare of the monks, A large
portion of the European community of Peking leave
the dusty city in summer and settle themselves in the
monasteries of the surrounding hills.  Both the temples
and the dwellings of the monks are very solidly built.

. The skeleton of the building is of wood, & number of up-~
right posts support the strongly connected bearas of thve
roof, and the latter is covered with grey tiles. The
beams of the walls are always paintéd red and the
spaces between them are filled in with bricks.

The monks have everywhere the reputation of being
great: rogues, but as regards their discipline, mode
of life and costume, they bear a remarkable resem-
blance to those of Roman Catholic monasteries, They
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are generally much devoted to garden cultivation and
. indeed obtain all necessaries of life from their gardens.
They, also produce the most beautiful trees, the flora
of Northern China can® boast of, besides some of the
rarest flowers of the Far East; among the former may
be mentioned the splendid white barked pine (Pinus
. bungeana) and its wide-spreading congener, the Pinus
Massoniana, both of which are usually to be found in
the courts of the monasteries. Another tree—held
sacred by the Buddhists of Northern China=-is the
beautiful Chinese horse chestnut (Fsculus chinensis or
the So-lo-shw of the natives) which is regarded as the
tree under which Buddha died, though it is well kaown
that this was not a horse chestnut but a shl tree
" (Shorea robusta). The proud and shadowy Salisburio
adiantifolio with its wonderfully formed leaves and the
Sophora japowice ave often to be found casting their
shade over the temples of China. Lastly, among the
fruit trees reared by the monks may be remarked the
Diospyros kol whose great orange coloured fruits are
greatly prized by the Chinese~~but of this more below.
The scenery of the neighbourhood of Peking is of

a quite peculiar stamp owing to the sepulchural monn-
ments and burial places which lie scattered in every
direction. The latter are to be distinguished from
a great distance off by the beautiful groups of trees
surrounding them, and when they are not eucircled by
walls, hedges of Juniperus chinensis are planted round
them, while the tumuli rise from the middle, At
the gates of the burial grounds of the prinegs and
princely families stand huge statues of lions, either
in bronze or in marble ; or pccasionally whole avenues of

G



‘statues of beasts guard 'the entrances, while thick
groves of Pimus simensis and Pinus bungeans over-
_ shadow the graves. The mos usual form of monument
s that already described of a marble tortoise carrying
an mscmbcd tablet on his back, but one also catches
glimpses, through the branches of the trees, of those
bulley tower-like edifices known by the name of.
«Suburga.” These scattered burial places are of COuTSe
unspeakably sacred and will some day.be found a great
obstacle to the construction of railways.
Besides innumerable farms, both great and small,
Y }zuge pumber of villages are met with among the
' roads and footpaths that cross the plain of Peking in
.l directions, gome of which indeed might, from their
j "‘;-*s'i,ze; be called small towns, but for the distinetion which
. “obtains in China that towns are walled round and
’villages are not. The larger 'villages are, naturally,
found on the great roads and are generally built in long
lines on both sides of the way, the houses being con-
structed in nearly the same manner as the temples
above described. In the plains the roofing is generally
of grey tilea, but in thehills only the slates found in
the locality are used. In each village are to be found
one or more inng and tea-houses, while in the vieinity
thereis usually a monastery. As I have previously
mentioned, the number of villages under the district
administration of Peking is over five hundred. :
- Most of the land of the plain round Peking mnob
taken up by villages, monasteries and cemeterids, is
* devoted to agricultural purposes. As a rule, the soil is
sandy though few places are entirely desert ; such spots
however do exist, ag for instance the sterile sand-flats

G4 GENERAL CHARACTBRISTICS
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on the left bank of the Hun-ho, Tn some places
the ground is much impregnated with soda which gives
it the appearance, in dry winter weather, of being
covered with a light fall of snow. It is more or less
pure carbonate of soda, and the Chinese use it for
many purposes under the name of kien. In some
places, also, there exists a kind of yellow earth which
is sold in Peking under the name of Yi-tze-tu or “goap-
earth ;” it is a capital soap in its natural state, requiring
no preparation, and doubtless owes its cleansing qualities
to the presence of a large proportion of soda.

As regards the plants cultivdted on the Peking
plain, I will for the present only mention the more pro-
minent. Though rice is a very inportant article of food
with the Chinese, it is too dear in the Northern Pro-
vinces to take the first rank among cereals. . Rice cul-
tivation is carried on upon the right bank of the Hlun-ho
where the water from the river can be utilised ; also on
the marshy shores of the Kun-ming lake, on the lake
by the Tiao-yii-tai and in other swampy localities;
but wheat is & more important article of nourishment
in Peking and is mouch cultivated both as summer and
winter wheat, though for the poorer classes the, most
important grain of all is the millet of various species,
for it i3 easily cultivated and very productive. The
Setaria ialica, or knobby millet, forms the food of the
monks and the poor people, but two varieties of LPamni-~
cum  maliacewm are also commonly grown., All
these cereals have been cultivated in China
from time immemorial, but this is not the
case  with maize, which was first introduced

" in the sixteenth century, though now extensively
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cultivated throughout the empire and yielding the
cheapest bread in Peking. Fields of buckwheat are
frequently met with in the neighbourhood of the capis
tal, and also fields of Sorghum, which latter form a
picture of the greatest luxuriance in August, after the
summer rains, and may be more aptly compared with
small woods than with corn-fields, for the plants (not
unlike sugarcanes) reach to o height of twelve
feet and over. Two species of it (sub-divided into in«
numerable varieties) are cultivated; these are the
Sorghum, vulgare and the Sorghwm saccharatwm, the
last of which is not used, as in America, for the manu-
facture of sugar, but is cultivated for its grain which
18 givén as food to horses, pigs and poultry, and out of
which, also, a strong unpleasant smelling brandy is dig-
tilled. Among cultivated vegetables an important part
is played by the Soya bean (Soyahispida) which exists
in' several varieties and is planted side by side with
the Sorghum, 'Large tracts of land are taken up by
the potatoe, now-a-days a prominent article of food
among the people, though it was only introduced into the
north of China at the beginning of the present ceatury ;
the plant spreads like a creeper over the ground,
forming a thick carpet of leaves, but I have never seen
it flower. Its roots reach the size of one’s fist and it is
grown on the hills as well as on the plains ; but it has a
competitor in the markets of Peking in the shape of the
root of the Dioscoreew which is sold there in large
quantities and serves the Chinese in lieu of the pota~
toe. A number of aquatic plants, also, are ¢ ultivated in
the lakes, rivers and marshes of the plain, for the sake
of their roots, such as the lotus plant (Nelumbiuwm



specigswm), & kind of arvowroot (Sagittarie meacro-
phylla), the Monockoria korsackowti, the Seirpus tube-
rosus and the Hydvopyrvm latifolivm, which last
Jields a delicious vegetable. In the tanks of the
monastenes the Trapa matams is grown for its fruit,
mhlle the A'rundo phragmites is cultivated in the

qnds and, rivers and utilised for the manufacture of
reed mats, Ataong the cucurbitaceous plants employed
as articles of food may be mentioned the ordinary
cucumber (Chinese variety) and numerous species of
gourds, more especially one with a flat, green and
white spotted fruit, which is the most common. The
fruit of the Benimcasa cerifera is also greatly liked ; it
is covered with a whitish waxy substance, but to a Huro-

pean palate is highly insipid. Then we find the.

bbttle-gourd (Lagenaria) whose name indicates its
use, and the great Peking water-melon, both with ‘red
and white interior, besides melons of several smaller

varieties, scarcely as large as one’s fist. But no Chinese.

kitchen garden is complete without turnips and garlic,
the latter especially being consumed in large quanti-
ties by both high and low. The Chinese cabbage has
the peculiarity of - growing to a great height and
never forming ahead. Beetroot, radishes, spinach, &,
grow as in Europe., %

v The Sesamum plant is largely reared, chiefly for
the sake of the oil yielded by its seeds and which is used
more especially for cooking purposes ; while the castor-
oil plant thrives admirably along the sides of the ficlds
and is tevoted to the manufacture of Jamp oil,

I will now mention some of the fruits common

o the plaius and hills round Peking, such as excellent
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apples, pears (one variety of pear is round like an
apple), plums, cherries, peaches and magnificent apricots,
also some wild fruits in the hills such as the Crategus,
Dyospyros kaki, the jujube, walnut, chestnut, hazel
mut and ground-nutb (Arachis hypogea) and grapes.

Among fibrous plants cotton is occasionally, but
not commonly, cultivated on the plain, though everys
where are to be seen the enormous leaves of the Side
tiligyolia yielding the chief material froma which
rope is manufactured in Peking. A considerable quan-
tity of hemp (Canmabis sative) is also cultivated,

The trees most ordinarily found on the plain are,
besides the conifers already named, the Thujo orientalis,
Ulmus pumila. (which in spite of its specific name is
a high tree), the Sophora japonica, Ailanmthus glar
dulosa (growing everywhere even among the bricks
of the town walls and polluting the air, in May, with
its ill-smelling flowers), the Saliz babylonica, the Celtis
sinensis and two kinds of poplars, one with small and
one with large quivering leaves; this last the Brous-
songtia papyriferais a handsome tree with scarcely
two leaves alike. ‘This same peculiarity of bearing
leaves of different shapes is also noticeable in the
mulberry (Morus alba of different varieties) so exten-
sively cultivated in both the plains and the bills for
the manufacture of silk, These superficial remarks
will be sufficient for the present, but I purpose devot-
ing a separate article to a more minute description
of the flora of Peking, when the ornamental plauts will
also be considered. i

Finally, there remains only to mention a few of
the largest vegetable, flower and fruit gardens to he
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. found on the plain to the west of Peking: On issuing

‘1 from the city by the Ping-tze gate one is at once made

"+ aware of the existence of the gardens by the penetrat-
ing smell from fhe factories of human manure, In
his letters on chemistry, Liebig remarks that with us
agriculture suffers greatly from the loss of the large
quantities “of manure which remain unused in great

| cities, and he ‘brings to our notice, ag an example, the:
Chinese custom of turning this manure to ascount ;

and Liebig is right. In the streets: of Peking one-

. meets people at every step dragging carts filled with:
night-soil, who not only remove it daily from the -
houses, but also collect from off the streets every
scrap of animal and human mauure to be found.
These loads are all destined for the fields and gardens
outside the town, but the trade of making the un-
savoury collection is by no means regarded with con-
tempt in China as it would be in Europe, Even the
hair which the barbers cut or shave from their customers’
heads is carefully collected-as manure to be applied to:
certain kinds of cultivation. \

The most important gardens that supply the
capital with vegetables, fruits and flowers are situated
about six versts towards the south-west, where a number
of villages exist, bearing the collective name of Fe.ngQ
tai, and whose inhabitants (as will be seen farther on)
devote themselves exclusively to gardening,



@L

7. Remarkable places in the environs of Peking.

As a sequel to the general view of the Peking plain
given above, I will now notice the most prominent
of the numerous places of interest in the near neigh-
bourhood of the capital; but in order not to weary the
reader, I will confine my deseriptions to the main points.
Let us first make a journey round the city and see what
presents itself in the immediate vicinity of the walls.

Peking, like our great towns in Burope, has its
suburbs, one of which is of considerable extent, and is
the seat of an animated trade; the suburbs stand out-
side each gate of the city, a,nd are not subject to the

- heavy dues levied at the gates,

On emerging from the An-ting gate (9),one observes
near the town wall, on the right, a large grove of pine
trees enclosed by a square wall ; mside stands the Ti-tan
or temple of the earth (25), erected during the last
dynasty, in the year 1530, and the ancient custom.is
for the Emperor to offer up sacrifices here at the sum-

- mer solstice. Somewhat further east than the temple of
the earth, and near the north-eastern angle of the city
one comes upon a plain marble monument bearing a
scarcely legible inscription in Russian and Chinese.
This is the tomb-stone of Hilarion, the first Archi--
mandrite of the Russian Clerical Mission who died at
Peking in 1718. Formerly this was the burial ground
for Russians who died at Peking, but more than a huh-
dred years ago another was established on a hill over-
shadowed by poplars, pines and junipers lying about
one verst and a half north-west of the An-ting gate.
This is the cemetery at present in use. Close to if,
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towards the north, stretches a large open space used as
a drill ground for the Chinese troops, and where reviews
are often held. One verst beyond this place, in a northa
westerly direction, the stately buildings of a large
.. Mongolian lama monastery rise from the midst of a
dark pine-wood ; it is called the Huang-sze, or yellow
monastcry, and has ar historical celebrity from having
been the 3leh(l-qu&rte(s of Lord Elgin during the last
s A . This vasb establishment consists properly of
three monasteries’s the most easterly, called the Tung-
huang-sze, was founded in 1651, and is the residence
of a Kutuktu,* (called, by the Chinese Huo-fo, or living
Bﬁuddha,) who ranks next in the grades of the lama
hierarchy to the Dalai lama of Lassa. The western
monastery is called Si-huang-sze, and the third,
which was founded in 1783, contains a magni~
ficent mausolenm. which the Emperor Kein-lung
caused to be erected to the memory of a distin~
guished lama of Tibet who came to Peking and
there died of small-pox.t Itis true, ouly his clothes
are buried here, for his body was taken back to Tibet.
' Two versts north-west again from the Huang-sze, one
veaches the village of Ma-tien, near which is the lama

* This is the Mongol name.

4 'The lama, here mentioned, is in all probabxhtv the Teshus
lama or Panchen Rimbochay (the incarnation of the Buddhisatwa
Amitabha) to whom Warren Hastings deputed My, Bogle's mission
in 1774. In 1779, the lama was induced, after several pressing
invitations, to yisit the Bmperor Kein-lung at Peking, where he was
geized with small-pox and died on the 12th November 1780. His
romains were carried back by his brother to Teshu Lumbo, in
Southern Tibet, where they were placed in a huge mausolenm of
which a drawing is given in Turner's * Hmbassy to Tibet” (L)
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monastery Hei-szo (black monastery), on the road lead~
ing from the Te-sheng gate (10) to the Nankou pass.
Both village and monastery are close to -the ancient
vampart and watch-tower to which I have already
alluded. Along the north of the rampart there still
flows a small brogk, which appears to represent the .
ancient city moat. This is bridged over where the Nane
kou road crosses it, and on following it up towards the
west, another bridge is reached near a monastery called
Lao-ye-miao.  Half a verst beyond the monastery,
north-westwards, stands a splendid, many-storied tower
or pagoda, erected over the grave of a Buddhist divine
in the 16th century. The place is called Shi-fang-tat«
yiian. Near the north-west angle of the ancient
yampart, and commanding ‘a beautiful view of the
summer palaces, may be seen the ruins of an imperial
pavilion called Huang-ting, containing inscriptions of
which mention was made in a previous section.

Turther west, but still on the road from the Te-
sheng gate to the summer palaces, one comes upon the
temple of the Great'Bell, or the Ta-chung-sze, celebrated
for the huge bronze bell suspended in it. According to
Dr. Lockhart’s measurements the height of this bell is
95 feet, of which, however, 10 feet are taken up by
the loop by which it hangs; the diameter at the
opening is 11 feet, and the thickness of the metal 9
inches.” It is corpletely covered with a relief work of
Chinese characters, representing Buddhist prayers, and
weighs 120,000 pounds. Dr. Lockhart’s opinion is
that it is the largest hamging bellin the world, It
was cast by order of the Emperor Yung-lo (1403 to
1425), and was first hung in the Wan-shou-szef
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monastery of which we  shall speak presently; but in
1743 it was transported to its present abode by rolling
it on logs of wood—-a distance of four versts. The

_ temple of the Great Bell was founded in 1733 and was

originally called the Kio-sheng-sze,

If we now continue our journey round the suburbs,
striking i towards the town, we arrive at the northe
western wangle, of the wall swrrounding the reservoir,

6L

to which, as before ren&enrked, the outlet  of the Kun-

wing lake extends and from which the water flows to

the Emperor's palace. Here the paved road crosses the

river by means of the beautiful marble bridge ecalled

Kao-liang-kiao, near which stands the Niang-niang-miao

m.onastery, meaning hterallv “women’s monastery,

though by this name it is by no means to be understood

that the establishment, is a convent,® but is so called from
the reputation it has for curing various diseases of women,
Fairs are frequently held at this mounastery. Omn the
left bank of the river and close to the Si-chi gate (11)
we find a beautiful monastery under the name of Ki~
le-sze (monastery of the haghest joy) established in

; 1475, and surrounded by a fine garden much frequented

by the higher classes. Further up the river, and about
500 paces from the southern bank, is situated the
Kuang-shan-sze monastery of which I make special
mention, because it is well known to all Europeans in
Poking. The Russian Legation has frequently made
it its country residence and af present the Spanish
Legation has its summer quarters there. Half a verst
to the west lies the _great park called “San-pei-tze
hua-ytian” or “the garden of the third prince” where,

# A few convents do exist, however, near Peking.
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likewise, the Russian Legation hag sﬁent several sumas:
mers. . It formerly belonged to a prince, but is at
present in the hands of a merchant who has converted
it into a nuisery garden, where he cultivates chiefly the
Jasminum sembac; he has also cut down all the
trees, since when the place has lost all attractions for
Europeans. On the opposite side of the river to this:
garden stands the lama monastery of the “ five towers” or
Wu-tai-sze, though properly called Chen-kio-sze, which

- was built in the 15th century by order of the Emperor
Yung-lo for a Hindu, named Bandida, who came from
the Ganges with various relics. Here one sees a square
marble terrace, fifty feet in height, supporting five pago-
das, each twenty feet high, covered with Hindu ingerip~
tions. A short distance west of the San-pei-tze garden
a marble bridge crosses the river, and on the other side
is a walled-in grove of pine trees with enormous
bronze lions and a majestic Salisburia in front of it;
this is the burial place of a prince. Still following the
north bank of the stream, two versts brings one again
to a marble bridge, hard byywhich is a large monastery
named Wan-shou-sze founded in 1577 and standing in
a beautiful and much {requented garden. In the +
immediate neighbourhood also is the Yen-king monas-
tery which is usually occupied in summer by European
families.

Let us now pursue our way in a south-easterly direc-
tion through innpmerable vegetable gardens and manure
factories to the Ping-tze gate, immediately outside which
we shall find a large nursery garden, principally devoted
to rearing the Polygonwm tinctorium, a plant which
yields a cheap description of indigo. About half a verst
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north-weet from the gate lies the so-called Portuguese |
churchyard called Shan-lan by the Chinese or Sha-la~urh

in the loczpl dialect. Here under the shade of tho trees,
lie those celebrated Jesuit missionaries who first came
to Peking at the end of the 16th century, and who, to-

gether with their successors, exercised a  powerful in~

fluence at the Chinese Court, on account chiefly, of
their astronomical knowledge. One may count, in
all, some sixty BEuropean graves with large marble

tomb-stones bearing inscriptions in Chinese and Latin, |

gome of which were put up by crder of the Emperor,
At the entrance stands a mausoleum dedicated to Igna~
tiug Loyola and another to St. Joseph, the patron-saint
of Chiva. The first missionary who came to Peking
was Mathew Ricei, an Ttalian ; he arrived in 1595 and
died there in 1610. At that time the Ming dynasty was
in power and the Emperor Wan-li presented the mis-
sionaries with this cemetery which was inaugurated
with the burial of Ricei. We also find here the tomb
stones of Adam Schall of Cologne who died in 1669,
and Ferdinand Verbiest swho died in 1688, both of them
men who gained high reputation by making the Chinese
acquainted with astronomy, the only European science
for which they entertain any respect.

After the expulsion of the Jesuits from Peking
and the establishment of the Lazarists in their place, the
Portuguese® churchyard foll into the hands of the latter,
and when twenty years later these also were driven
away, it was bought by the Russian Mission together

i

)% 8o called bocause, for a long peried, the wmission  was
Portuguese.
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with the rost of the Lazarist lands.  One of the Lawne
- rists, Father Cajetanus, who was teo old to leave Peking
and was allowed by, the Emperm V’ !‘em*am, died in

1835, and on his tomb one reads’ia Rmms se.pultm '

When, after the last war, the Lavahists. ag‘aan est,ai)lmhéd e
themselves in Peking, the Rusman Mts;bxm’ fetum\ad fe
to them the Portugueqecemetery s wéll as %h&'vzluab&af“ e

library of the Jesuits which they had ‘taken. cave of

for more than thirty years, The Reverend J. Edkms,

who has read all the epitaphsin the Portuguese chutch-
yard, tells us that several of the Catholic missionaries
who died in Peking had lived there for over forty
yeors, many of them for twenty-five years; and the

- greater part for over sixteen years,
The Roman Catholics possess also another church- »

yard, at a distance of about five or six versts north-
west of the one just described, and known by the
Chinese name of Cheng-fu-sze. This likewise is an old

possession of the missionaries and contains the graves

of Amyot, Gaubil and Cerbillon of the 17th and 18th
centuries—men to whom is due the merit of making
s acquainted with China. It is moreover the cemetery
at present in uge for Roman Catholics who die ak
Peking.

While on the subject of cemeteries I will here
mention that of the English which lies outside the
" Bi-pien gate and near the city wall. The Germans in
Peking have no burial place of their own.

Between the Ping-tze and m-plen gates, and close
to the paved road connecting the two,a large pine grove
is to be observed with a wall round it like that near the
An-ting gate, This is the temple of the Moon or
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Sisyué-tan (30) where, in certain years, sacrifices are
offered up by the Emperor in person at the autumnal
equinox, The temple was built in 1530. At a
distance of about a verst and a half hence, and on the

G

shores of a small lake, stands the little pleasure palace

of Tino-yii-tai above alluded to; the lake was formerly
dry, and was used by Europeans as a race-course. The
place is also known under the name of Wang-hai-lou,

Close by the projecting north-west angle of the
Chinese town is the Po-yiin-kuan, a small though
very celebrated Taoist monastery founded in 1227,
Here lie the mortal remains of the celebrated Taoist
monk, philosopher and poet, Chang-chun, whose life was
of special interest from his having made a journey from
China to Western Asia, and left behind him a detailed
description thereof, which is still in existence.® South
of this monastery rises a beautiful slender tower, or
pagoda of many stories, which, together with the monas.
tery of Tien-ling-sze to which it belongs, dates as
far back as the gixth century of our era.

Beyond what has been indicated above there is
but little remarkable in the immediate vicinity of the
Chinese town, but proceeding south from ove of the
gouthern gates, a distance of about four versts, one
comes upon the north wall of the huating park of
Nan-hai-tze, which has an area of more than double that
of Peking. Between the town and the park flows a
small stream, where good snipe shooting is to be had at
certain times of the year, Tmediately inside the

¥ This account I have translated in my “ Notes on Chinese
medieval travellers to the West,”
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south wall of the Chinese town stretches a large space
taken up by the temple of Heaven or Tien-tan (22)
and the temple of Agriculture or Sien-nung-tan (23).

|  The Wall of the fo:t“mer is four and a half versts round,

:’a,nd enclosos a beautlf ul wood, chiefly of pine trees, above
whose tops rise. the: conical roofs of the magnificent
_ temple. ‘Within the grounds grow large quantities of
- wild asparagns (asparagas gibbus), which makes an
‘excdlont edible vegetable. Both ternplesdate from the
| Y5th century, at which time they stood outside the
eapital, together with those of the Sun, the Moon and
the Earth. At stated times of the year, asis well~
vknown, the Emperor performs certain ceremonies at the
temple of Heaven in accordance with ancient custom.

" Outside the Sha-wo gate, through which leads the
road to Tientsin, there stretches a large faubourg, and
at & distance of about a verst and a half from the gate
«—close to the village of Huang-mu-chuang—is found
a large dead tree, which gives the name of Shen-mu-
chang or “place of the holy tree” to the locality. A%
the commencement of the 15th century this tree~—said

 to have been a poplar—was still standing, and was
regarded as one of the curiogities of Peking of which
. the poets sang. It fell about 250 years ago, and the
hollow stem is now some sixty feet long by six in
diameter at the end nearest the root. A swmall pavilion
built near it containg a marble slab with an inscription
relating to the tree. i

If, now, we continue our excursion towards the

Jnorth, round the ecast wall, we" shall find our road

'\« erogsed by the canal leading to Tung-chou, and if we do
not wish to pass it in a ferry boat, we shall be obliged
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to make use of the marble: bridge outside the Tung-
pien gate. Here a great traffic is always carried on by
innumerable boats, and the water is alive with endless
flocks of tame, snow white ducks-~indeed the vicinity
of the canal is highly picturesque, while all around one
sees groups of pine trees belonging to the burial grounds.
On the left bank of the canal and about three versts
“down stream is t0 be observed the beauntiful burial
_place of a Chinese Princess, with marble statues of men
and beasts, and with its grove of fir trees. The princess
was called Fo-shou-kung-chu, and by this name, also,

the burial ground is known. When distingnished

Chinese officials are leaving Peking and journeying
eastwards, they are frequently accompanied by their
friends as far as this place.

A. paved road leads from the Tung-pien gate,
north-north-east to the temple of the Sun or Ji-tan
(38), the outer appearance of which (at least as far as
concerng its enclosed pine grove) reminds one of the
temples of the Earth, Moon, &c. Its walls reach nearly
up tothe Tsi-hua gate (7), outside which is a large

suburb traversed by the stone road conducting to Tung-

chou and by that leading to the temple of the Sun.
The magnificent Taoigt monastery, called Tung-yo-miao,
with its enormous gardens and numerous monuments,
is also situated in this suburb. It was founded in
1317, and has frequently been visited by various
. Erperors ; it is also celebrated for a miraculous bronze
mule ahich was erected during the time of the
Mings. Varioug diseases are said to be benefited by
' touching the different parts of this animal's body, but
it is most frequently consulted by barren women. In

¥
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Vg ‘fqllowing ‘r;he‘ paved road for a short distance further
| least one comes upon the east end of the arcient
A earthqn rampart, ptev::ously meutmmed at a point
‘where a stone bridge spans the old moat. The paved
" road to Tunrf-chou is pleasant, and enlivened with
| _Aumeroys farws, villages, inus and tea-hmmes on both i,
L N “sides. | 5 e H
"The most northerly gate on the eastern face of the
mty #y the Tung-chi-men (8), from whence a road leads
nearly due east o a small place called Tung~pa, of
. which'I have already spoken as being one of the
villagés on an important trade.route. Tung-pa pos-
‘gesses remaing of aneient fortifications, and ontside
its west gate stands a fine old watch-tower (Tun-tai).
There is also a custorns barrier here, and the place is
remarkable for its lively trade.  Between Tung-pa
and Peking, scattered on both sides of the road, may
. . be observed ten or more peculiar buildings of over
T"'ﬁftfy fect in height and having the appearance of small
forts: but they are brick-kilns. Not far from the
Tung—du gatc gtands & strange tower, with an iron
" . orpamentation round the platform : it is known by the
ik mphe sof .Tie-tai ot iron tower, and marks the grave
of ar\smﬁted Buddhist priest. - From here, again, about .
acverst and a half to the north, one sees a group of
1mper1a1 buildings, with roofss of yellow tiles, in which
“the cotpses of decedsed Entiperors are temporarily depo-
mted pendmg the arrangeinent .of their grayes in the
proper burial-grotinds.
We hme now made the entire cireuit of the town,
A 4nd can occupy ourselves with the more distant object’

ik oi‘ mterest on the plain and i the hills,

‘:

.

i .
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Let us begin with the imperial summer-palaces, .
already described by numerous travellers, who, however
have made no reference to topographical matters
in their poetical accounts. As I have already men-
tioned, these pleasure-palaces and gardens are built
partly on the spurs of those half isolated masses of
+hills which project eastward into the plain on the left
bank of the Hun-ho; while they receive their names
of Wan-shou-shan, Yii-tsiian-shan and Iiang-shan from
those of the respective hills on which they stand. The
fourth garden lies on the plain and is called Yiian-ming-
yiian, The three first-mentioned are, as a rule, acces-
sible to European visitors on payment, but Yiian-ming-
yian can ouly be entered clandestinely by climbing
over the wall, which in many places is very defective.
Here, as is well known, the Emperor Hienfung was
living at the time the allied armies arrived in 1860, and
after his flight Lord Elgin ordered the greater part of
the palaces to be destroyed ; they were never restored,
and the Emperor used afterwards to spend the summer

y in the city.

i If it is desired to visit these snmmer-gardens, one
can leave Peking by.the Si-chi gate and follow the
stone road through a rich, well-cultivated country, or
one can take the morthern route from the Te-sheng
gate—an equally good road, passing through the an-
cient earthen rampart. These routes converge at the
‘lorge village of Hai-tien, which lies south of Yiian-
ming-yiian. Thirdly, there is a road issuing from the
Si-chi gate and passing Wan-shou-sze to Lan-tien-chang,
whence a paved road leads to Wan-shou-shan. The
Yiian-ming-ytian gardens occupy a space of several
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gquare versts, and besndes the splcndld ma.ste,rpleces of

_ Chinese architecture they contain, one finds also striking

buﬂdmos in ‘the Italian style, put up by the Catholic
Missionaries in the middle of last century under orders
from the Emperor* These were spared when Yiian«
ming-yian was destroyed. ;

To the west of Yiian-ming-yiian there rises a green

" hill of several hundred feet in: height-and surrounded

by a wall. This is the Wan-shou- shan, covered with
splendid vegetation consisting chiefly of the pine with
horizontal branches (Pinus J!{assomwna,) and the
white-barked pine (Pinus bungeana), which adorn
the hill sides in picturesque groups. 'The entrance
is at the south-eastern angle of the wall. High
up, on the summit of the .hill, may be vbserved a
black ruin visible at  a great distance: this was an
imperial teraple which was shelled by order of Lord
Elgin. The whole southere slope of the hill is, in
consequence, covered with green and yellow glazed
bricks, but in the uninjured portion of the enclosure one
still finds the most beautiful treasures of Chinese archi-
tecture standing in delightful groves. Innumerable pavi-
Jions, temples, triumphal-arches ;and marble bridges lie
hidden among the abundant foliage, one of which, a°
masterpiece of native work, deserves special attention :

thisis a temple, 25 feet high and 64 feet in circuit, con~

' gtructed entirely of bronze. The whole of these buildings

owe their origin to the Emperor Kien-lung, who reigned
from 1736 to 1796, Wan-shou-shan is bordered on the

# Detailed descriptions of these buildings are to be found in
many works on China ; see Pauthier’s La Chine.
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south by the Kun-ming lake, already alluded to, which
ocoupies an area of several square miles, though it is not

" of the same extent at all times of the year, Numer-
ous small islands, crowned with temples and paviliong,
rise from its waters, and are connected with the shore
by superb marble bridges, one of which, on the eastern
shore, is called Shi-tsi-kung-kiao or “the seventeon-
arched bridge.” It leads to a small temple on an island,
and access to it is guarded by a huge bronze cow. In
July the lake presents a magnificent view, for at that
time large portions of ity surface are covered with the
flower of the lotus, a plant that is cultivated thexe, to-
gether with other interesting aquatic kinds.

Another isolated but somewhat more extensive
hill than the Wan-shou-shan rises to a height of
‘about 300 feet from the western shore of the lake, and
is called the Yii-tsitan-shan, or “ Jade stream hill”, It
is from this last that springs the clear and copious
stream that foeds the lake. The lake itself appears
to have been first constructed in the twelfth century by
the Emperors of the Kin dynasty. At least, the
histories record that the lakes near the Peking sum.-
mer-palaces (which, as we have seen, are fed by the
Kun-ming-hu) were constructed at that time by means
of a stream derived from the Yii-tsian-shan. The
Kin Emperors also had \their symmer-palaces on this
hill, of which the ruins are still in existence. The
Yii-teian-shan = stretches north and south, and is

. covered by a magnificent park, while on the southern
summit stands a lofty many-storied tower or pagoda,
which may be seen from a great distance on the plain,
and whose shadow is reflected in the clear waters of

»
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the lake, The northern summit is surmounted by
a small but pitturesque temple, and the entire hill is '
enclosed by a wall, with an entrance near the west
ghore of the lake. The park and its buildings usually
go by the name of the hill, but properly speaking the
name is Tsing-ming-yiian. The lofty pagoda is called
Yii-feng-ta, and was built in the time of the Emperor
Kanghi (1662 to 1732), to whose reign may be also
referred the xest of the buildings, parks, &e., which
one now sees. A fine road from the north leads round
the lake and past Tsing-lung-kiao to Wan-shou-ghan,
To the west of the Yii-tsiian-shan the plain forms
a gradually rising valley, penetrating the mountains
like a bay and animated by numerous farms and
villages. In the gorges of the hills one observes
picturesquely-situated monasteries, while the walls of
an imperial hunting-park may be traced winding up
to the summits. The eatrance to this park is through
a handsome marble gateway at the foot of the hill;
its name is properly Tsing-yi-yian, though it is usually
called Hiang-shan after the name of the hill on which
it iy situated. The entire scene is a mass of shady
woods, composed chiefly of Chinese firs, the white-
barked Pinus bungeona, Juwiperus chimensis, and
Thujo orvientalis; and amongst these algo, are folins
ceous trees, such as the mulberry, Ulmus~pumila,
Celtis sunensis, Koehlrewtera yoamculwta, the ub1qu1-
tous Adlanthus glandulosa, Framinus ornus (a-variety
of bungeana), and many infevesting shrubs. A. pretty
path winds up the hill thmugh the shady woods:
Ancient marble bridges span. the gorges, while every- -
where crystal brooks bubble up.from ¢he hill-sides and

oo REMARKABLE PLACES IN THE



 dash away towwrds the plam The natural beauty
« of this region captivated the Chinese Emperors many
hundreds of years ago, and in the twelfth century those
of the Kin dynasty chose it for those summer-palaces
 of which the remains ave still shown. The histories
further relate that the last member of the Liao dy-
nasty, which was annihilated by the Kins, was buried
on a hill of the Hiang-shan group, called Shun. The
stately Lama temple, built of yellow and green ena-
melled bricks and dating from the last century, is
neglected and going toruins, like all the rest of the mag-
nificent monuments belonging to that brilliant period
of Chinese history. A deep, solemn silence reigng in
these beautiful woods, and the great herds of deer (the

spotted Clervus axis) browse in perfect peace on the

Juicy grasses. One hears nothing save the murmuring
of the waters and the song of the cicadis, mingled

ever and anon with the melodious piping of the:

- oriole (Oriolus cochin-chinensis). On ascending the
summit of the hill-~here a good thousand feet in
height—one enjoys an enchanting view. At one’s feet,
lies the proud pagoda of Yi-tsiian-shan; behind it
the blue lake, with its islands and smow-white marble
bridges, the green Wan-shou hill and its picturesque
- ruins, and the extensive gardensof Yian-ming-yiian.
Farther towards the south-west, looming through the
haze, the gigantic walled square of the capital may be
made out, and in its centre the pointed summit of the
Mei-shan rising from the midst of the foliage in the
imperial quarter. i

Not far from the Hiang-shan, and to the nowth of
the entrance gate, there is to be found one of the most

Q.
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s remarkable monasteries in the neighbourhood of Pelking
rich in splendid marble structures. Tt is called the .
Pi-ytin-sze, and was founded during the Mongol dynasty
(1280 to 1364); but the beautiful buildings, towers,
marble terraces, &c, by which it is surrounded, date
mostly from the last century, when the monastery was a
favorite abode of the Emperor. A strong impression ig
made on the spectator by the long hall of the 500
Lo-heww or saints, where 500 gilt clay figures of human
beings are ranged in'long rows along the walls. Tn
one of the cool grottoss of the monastery groups

'~ of clay figures represent hell and paradise, or, as the
Chinese call “them, respectively, Shi-pa-tien-lung
(eighteen punishments or tortures) and Kim-li-yit (nine
rewards). In a mountain gorge to' the north-west of
the Pi-yiin-sze may be seen, half hidden in the thick
foliage, the beautiful monastery of Yii-huang-ting.

In aside valley debouching on that portion of the
plain already mentioned as penetrating the mountains *
in the form of a bay, and in a north-easterly direction
from Pi-yiin-sze, stands another beautiful monastery
known as that of “the recumbent Buddha” or Wo-fu-
sze, from a colossal gilt clay idol in a recumbent atti-
tude, Here there is also a beautiful pond, with lotus
flowers, and a lofty Chinese horse-chestnut.

Let us return now to ‘Wan-shou-shan, and proceed
in a vorth-westerly direction from the above-mentioned
village of Tsing-lung-kiao, until we arvive at a deep
dell bounded on the east by a low chain of hills consti
tuting the outer spurs of the Wan-shou-shan. In
this dell we shall find, to begin ‘with, a number.of
villages and one of those large military settlements of
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which there are at least a dozen in the immediate
neighbourhood of the summer-palaces: some of these
are placed on my map, They are walled-in barracks,
occasionally of great extent, and are inhabited by the
Chinese soldiers and their families, Further west, at
the foot of the hilly, stands a little temple in good
preservation called the Yi-kuan-sze, in the neighbour-
hood of which, as a local monument informs us, is the
grave of an Ermperor of the Ming dynasty (see below).
North-west of Yi-kuan-sze, built in a narrow gorge,
is the interesting monastery Pao-tsang-sze, founded by
a Tibetan Lama in 1439, and on the neighbowing hills
several more strange Tibetan buildings oceur, which
are called by the Chinese Si-fsang-tien or ¢ Tibetan
palaces.”  When the Emperor Kien-lung found himself
at war with Tibet, he caused these buildings to be erect-
ed on steep rocks, and ordered that his soldiers should
be practised in storming them,

If, now, we follow the great road leading towards
the north-east from the Tsing-lung bridge and through
the above-named dell, we shall pass the little © red hill
defile” or Hung-shan-kow and shall reach the plain
again, from whence the road continues along the easterly
spurs of the hills to Kuan-shi and Nan-kou. The
rocks projecting from these hills eastward, go by the
name of the PO%UCY/II(]'—.S}&(X/)% (hill of a bhundred views),
or in the local dialect Wang-urh-shan, and the ruing
to be seen on their summits are the subject of various
popular traditions. In the year 1001 a great battle
took place on the plain near Kuan-shi, between the
Liso and the Sung, the latter dynasty being at that time

' in power in southern China. The Empress of the Liao
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herself took part in the fight, in which six of her sons
were killed ; and she afterwards caused a monastery to
be buily high up on the Wang-urh-shan overlooking
the battle-field. This episode forms the subject of a
Chinese historical romance still in existence,
North of the Wang~urh-shan the plain again
makes a deep indentation among the hills, where one
may count numerous villages, while in the gorges or
high up on the hill sides large numbers of picturesque
monasteries may be seen, But let us leave the Nan-
- kou road and bend our steps westward along a fairly
practicable route, following the margin of the hills,
when, after passing through several large villages, we
shall see the stately monastery of Hei-lung-tan (or
Black Dragon monastery), with its gardens and accom-~
panying buildings, rising terrace above terrace, at
a distance of about three miles and a half. Formerly
this place was often oceupied by KHuropeans, who
found the large pond in the grounds a pleasant bathing-
place; it was also much frequented by the Ming
Emperors, and even those of the present dynasty have
visited it. A shorter road between Peking and Hei-
lung-tan than those here mentioned, however, is that
from Hung-shan-kou straight across a pass in the
hills in a north-westerly direction, by which some four
or five versts are saved. This last is an old artificial
road with gtone staps, and only practicable for foot
passengers and persons on horseback. The pass or
defile is known ag the Kin-ghan-kou, and iz mentioned
under this name early im Chinese history. Aroad lead-
ing westward from Hei-lung-tan conducts to the Taoist
monastery Wen-tsiian-sze (warm spring monastery),

L
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which is much frequented by Buropeans on account
of the virtues of its hot sulphuric springs,. The Chinese
also have long been aware of the efficacy of these
springs, and one finds there bricked up tanks in which:
baths can be taken with great convenience. The place
is only 11 to 13 miles from Peking, and Thave frequently
sent patients there, suffering from rheumatism, gout,
gyphilie, &e., with good results. In the neighbour-
ing lulls the Kin Emperors had summer-palaces,
the traces of which are still to be recognised.
The Emperor Kanghi (1662 to 1723) often visited
Wen-tstian, and it was he who established the tanks
in order that the healing water might be used.
His throne is still shown in the temple; Between
Hei-lung-tan and Wen-tsiian stands an isolated hill with
a single pine tree growing upon it; this is called the
Chu-chu-shan or “Spider mountain” fo which an old
legend is attached. West of this again rises the Chang-
tze-shén, a steep isolated rock on whose sunamit st»a,nds
& monasftery.

Still continuing westward, following the margin of
the hills, we pass through several cousiderable willages
and rich cultivation till eventually we arrive at thelarge
and handsome monastery, Ta-kio-sze, which for a number
of years past has served as the summer residence of the
German Legation—-a purpose it is eminently fitted for.
The monastery itself together with its spacious courts
and gardens, ite splendid temples, tanks and springs,
reclines, terrace above terrace, against the lofty west.
ern hills and affords eool and gratefl shade. Ttisan
ancient structure dating from the yoar 1428 and was
often visited at the commencement of this century by the
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EmperorTao-kuang, whose throne is still preserved there,
In May the place is much frequented by the inhabit
ants of Peking and others, for it lies on the way of
pilgrims to the celebrated shrine at Miao-feng-shan, to
the west of the main range of hills. This latter place
consists of several monasteries gituated at a height of
3,500 feet, remarkable for the healing powers of their
: gods in the diseases, especially, of women and children.
The road from Ta-kio-sze to Miao-feng-shan, a distance
of about seven miles, is an artificial foot-path over the
hills provided with stone steps and only available for
foot passengers. 'The journey is exceedingly fatiguing,
and the more wealthy Chinese perform it riding in
gedan chairs carried by men. On the way one meets
with many so-called resting stations, consisting of small,
well preserved temples. The ridge which has to be
crossed immediately behind Ta-kio-sze is about 3,000
feet in height and is called by the Chinese Yang-shan or
% Prospect hill,” for the way up is highly picturesque,
and the views it affords are really beautiful. The
slopes are overgrown with oaks, chestnuts, maples
(dser truncatum), wild apples, Diospyros kalki and
Crrategus pinnatifida, thongh no thick woods of these
“trees exist.  On this road also the botanist would find
many rare plants. After passing the summit of the
ridge, near a station called Lo-po-ti, one descends on the
opposite side into a valley, opening into the Hun-ho and
containing the large village of Kien-kou, in the environs
of which one may see whole woods of Cratogus pinmnes
tWa congisting of trees thirty feet high which in
May are completely covered with white blossoms, Kien-
kou is a point of convergence for a number of pilgrim
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routes to the Miao-feng-shan; one of these leads
from the Peking plain, past Mo-shi-kou and San-kia-
tien, to the Hun and onwards through the above-men-
tioned valley, and by Tao-ytian to Kien-kou; another
starts from Yang-fang and crosses the ridge direct to
Kien-kou. In order to reach the Miao-feng-shan from
Kien-kou an ascent of over 1,000 feet must be made,
while the monasteries themselves have an absolute
elevation of some 3,600 feet; but the highest point of
the range lies to the north-west of the latter and has
been determined by Dr, Fritsche to attain 4,275 feet.
Here the monks show a steep wall of rocks over which
it is said people are in the habit of precipitating them-
selves out of filial piety, for the purpose of saving a
gick father or mother from death.

From Ta-kio-sze to the Hun-ho the road lies
through a broad valley and across a low pass near the
village of Yang-kia-tu-urh, from which last place a
good road conducts to Hiang-yii and thence across to
Pa-ta-chu and on to the Peking plain. On this line
several small chaing of hills have to be crossed, and the
highest, point on the journey is a spot called Ta-urh-
ting which must be at least 3,000 feet,

With the exception of the imperial pleasure palaces
the most remarkable sight, in the neighbourhood of
Peking is undoubtedly that afforded by the Ming tombs
in the northernhills, In order to reach these one can
either take the great post road through Tsing-ho, Sha-ho,
and Chang-ping-chou, or one can arrive at the latter
place by making a slight deviation eastwards, viz, from
the Anting gate (9) straight to the north and ecross-
ing the ancient rampart, so often mentioned, near

ENVIRONS OF PEKING,
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where the smiall customs barrier stands. From lere
one comies to the An river near a large village called Li~
shui<kiao, where there is a fine marble bridge, and still
continuing northwards one reaches an isolated hill
named Tang-shar, 120 fest high, celebrated for its
healing springs* which are found to be efficacious in
many diseases, On this hill also, stand several monas«
. teries, & beautiful park, an imperial dwelling built by
Kanghi, and tanks, &e., where the “ water cure” can be
accomaplished with every convenience. In the hills
north of Tang-shan is found a handsome monastery
ealled Lung-tsiian-sze or “ Dragon stream monastery,”
picturesquely situated and abounding in ecopious cold
springs; it dates from the tenth century, and is sur«
rounded by a magnificent flora, But let us continue
out journey to the Ming tombs.

The Ming tombs, or burial-places of the Emperors
of the Ming dynasty, who resided at Peking from the
commencement of the fifteenth century to the year 1644,
are situated in a valley of some ten versts wide, sur-
rounded by hills and lying at a distance of about ten
versts north-west of the town of Chang-ping-chou. The
valley is desert and abandoned, and well chosen as
a tranquil resting-place for the dead; a river flows
through it from north-west to gouth-east, and receives
a small mountain stream in itd course. The high
hills on the north are called the Tien-shou-shan, and
the tombs themselves are known ag the Shi-san-ling,
or thirteen burial-places, From the south the valley
ig reached through o defile among some low hills, and

* The water of this spring has not yet been chemically
analysed,
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\ .
further towards the north the same road leads through
a magnificent marble gate-way, fifty feet high, and
built in the year 1541. This forms the entrance to the
sacred burial-grounds. Further on, a marble bridge
crosses the river, and here one finds oneself surrounded
by a wide ecircle of pine woods extending round the
foot of the hills in the distance: these are the se-
parate graves. The most beautiful of the tombs and
the one generally visited by Europeans is that of the
Emyperor Yung-lo, who, at the beginning of the fifteenth
eentury, transferred the national capital from Nanking
to Peking. But before arriving at this spot it is neces-
sary to pass down a paved alley, on each side of which
are ranged at varying distancestwelve grotesque statues
of human beings and an equal number of animals, These
are composed as follows: Two pairs of elephants, two
pairs of camels, two pairs of lions, twoe pairs of unicorns,
two pairs of kilin (a fabulous animal), and two pairs
of horses; of each pair oneis in a kneecling posi-
tion and the other standing. = Each animal is of life size,
and moreover is cut out of a single block of marble,
The standing elephants are fourteen feet thigh, and it is
‘hard to understand how such bloeks of marble could
have been brought heve. The human statues repre-
sent statesroen, warriors, priests, &c., and were all
erected in the year 1486. The paved way leading
to Yung-lo's tomb is overshadowed by beautiful pines
(Pinus sinensis) and oaks. The most remarkable
object near this tomb is the great sacrificial hall, which
stands on sixty enormous wooden pillars, each forty-
two feet high and twelve feet in girth. Both Lock-
hart and Edkins assert that these are of teak (Zectona
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grandis) brought from Pegu, but I conceive this to be
merely a conjecture on the part of these gentlemen.
They appear to me to be made of Nan-mu, a kind of
incorruptible wood much prized for building purposes
by the Chinese, which from remote times has been
brought from the Central Provinces of China, and from
Sze-chuan, to be used in the construction of imperial
buildings. In any case, in the history of the Ming
~dynasty it is said that in the year 1406 building-wood
of great dimensions was ordered to be furnished by the
provinces of Sze-chuan and Hu-kuang for the construc-
tion of the Emperors’ palaces and the temples outside
the town. Teak does not occur in China; indeed the
Non-mw is rare now-a-days, though Fr. David in-
forms me that he had seen woods of this magnificent
lofty tree in Bze-chuan. 1t is a kind of Laurus, and
new to our botanists.

Behind the sacrificial hall we find the Emperor’s
grave, with a magnificent tombstone. His remains
lie vertically under the centre of the neighbouring
hill, to which spot a long subterranean alley was cut,
at the end of which the coffin was deposited, when
the passage was filled in again and walled up. In
all, fourteen Ming Fmperors died at Peking, though
only thirteen were laid in the “Shi-san-ling”; the
fourteenth, King-ti* (1450 to 1457), was regarded as
a usurper and was buried in the vicinity of the Yi-
kuan monastery (see above).
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* The Emperor Ying-tsung was taken prisoner by the Mongol# in
1449, in a battle near Tn-mu (see map) in which his army was beaten j
his brother, King.ti, then ugurped the throne.
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Xach successive dynasty that has reigned in
China has had a magnificent burial-ground of its own.
Among those who made Peking their capital, one of
them, viz., the Liao dynasty (916 to 1125), established
their burial-place near the town of Kuang-Ning in
Southern Manchuria—-the land of their origin. The
cemetery of the Kin (1115 to 1284), the ruins of which
are still to be seen® is situated west of the town of
Fan-shang-hien (vide map). The mortal remains of
the Mongol Emperors, who reigned in China from
1280 to 1368, were, as is well known, removed to the
Kerulun river in Northern Mongolia, where those of
Chengis-khan were also interred. The present dynasty
has two burial-places, one of which, called the Tung-ling
or “ eastern tombs,” lies 120 versts north-east of Peking,
in the neighbourhood of the great wall, and is reached
by the road passing through San-ho, Ki-chou, &ec.
The second, called Si-ling or “western tombs,” is
situated, at a somewhat less distance, among the hills
west of the town of I-chou and to the south-wes
of the capital. Both of these are guarded by high
officials, and access is, of course, denied to Europeans,
The Emperors are buried alternately in the eastern
and western cemetery.

After this excursion to the morth of the capital
I will now lead the reader again into the western hills,
to a locality well known to the Kuropean community
of Peking. In the south-eastern slopes of that portion
of the l_lills which I have often mentioned above

¥ On this subject, comparo the remarks of the Archimandrite
Pallading in the Proceedings of the St, Petershurg Geographical Society
tor 1866, page 23,
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as projecting onto the plain, and on whese spurs are
situated the Emperor's summer-palaces and pleasure-
gardens, & deep indentation occurs in which stand
eight remarkable monasteries, built on terraces, one
above another, on the steep side of a hill called the
Tsui-wei-shan or “green hill” The logality is also
known by the name of Sze-ping-tai, or “the four
terraces,” and occasionally also by that of Pa-ta-chu,
meaning “ eight great places.” These picturesquely
situated temples have constituted the sammer retreat
of the English Legation,and its numerous staff, since its
first installation at Peking. The Envoey of the United
States of America, algo, is in the habit of spending the
swmmer here. In order to wxeach Pa-ta-chu from
Peking it is usual to leave ithe ecity by the Ping-tze
gate (12), and to ride or drive westwards through -a
very animated region, rich in temples, gardens, burial.
grounds and monuments, Four versts from the gatelies
the large village of Pa-li-Chuang celebrated for its fine
pagoda built in the sixteenth century. [Whis edifice
is a many-storied tower and resembles those of the
Tien-ling monastery on the summit of Yii-tsitap-shan;
and as all three are visible from the plain, they perform
good service in guiding one through the labyrinth of
roads bereabouts. There are many large monasteries
in the wvillage of Pa-li-chuang, the most important
being those of Mo-ho-an and Tze-shou-sze, both dating
from the sixteenth century. Farther west one comes to ,
the village of Tien-tsun, near which may be noticed a
group of imperial buildings, with roofs of yellow tiles.
When an Emperor dies:it is here that bis body s .de«
posited until a grave in the proper burial-ground fthe
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Si-ling) has been prepared-~a period generally of several
years. The recently defunct Emperor, for instance, was
 placed in this temporary grave-yard, or Chan-an-chu,*
being destined for interment in the Si-ling. A few
versts to the north-east of Peking another similar
temporary cemetery for the Emperors is met with
(sce above). .

Continuing now towards the west, we come to the
village of Huang-tsun, near which is a convent, whence
may be seen the eight monasteries of Pa-ta-chu, half
hidden in the lovely woods to the north-west, and form-
ing a chain stretching from the foot of the hill to its
summit, One of the monasteries (the Ling-kuang-sze)
is. especially conspicuous on account of its white
pagoda. But before leading the reader to Pa-ta-chu
I must mention a group of hills which rise directly from
the plain to the south of our road. It consists of four
separate hills, each several hundred feet high, the largest
meaguring about a verst in diameter. On the most
northerly of these is the imperial temporary burial-
ground just mentioned, on the summit of another,
about one verst towards the south, stands the Pa-pao-
shan monastery, and at the foot of a third, the beautiful
monastery of Hu-kuo, whose monks are all eunuchs.

As far back as the seventh century, as history
informs wns, the Tsui-wei-shan was well known' to
the inhabitants of Peking, and even in those days
that lovely mneighbourhood was occupied by various
monasteries, At present the names of the eight

* More commonly called Huang-ling, meaning simply “Imperial
oemetery,” | , )



G

88 REMARKABLE PLACES IN THE

monasteries are as follows, counting from above
downwards :

1. Pao-chu-tung.

9. San-kie-sze (founded in the eighth or ninth

century).

Lung-wang-tang.

Ta-pei-sze.

San-shan-an.

Ling-kuang-sze (was in existence in the twelfth
century). :

Cheng-en-sze.

Pi-mo-yen (in existence as early as the
seventh century).

No. 7 is at the foot of the hill, and No. 8 is sepa-
rated from the others by a gorge.

Prolonging the journey, now, from Huang-tsun
straight to the Hun-ho, one arrives first at the village of
Mo-shi-kou, then at Ma-yii, and finally at San-kia-tien.
Opposite this last place, on the farther bank of the
river, is established the imperial brick-kiln of Liu-li-
kii, where the beautiful yellow and green glazed bricks
and tiles used for imperial buildings are manufactured..
The coal required for this brick-kiln is brought from.
the hills in the vicinity, San-kia-tienis a very lively
village, and through it passes a large quantity of the
ocoal |consumed in Peking; but I.will presently give
a detailed description of the roads leading to the coal-
beds, and will here confine myself to, the remark that
the coal fror the western hills is brought down to San-
kia-tien by mules over yery difficult roads. At San-~
kia-tien. it is packed on camels and forwarded to
Peking where it constitutes almost the only fuel used

S oue o
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Even Marco Polo speaks of the black stones thab
served for fuel in Peking. Nearly the whole year |
through, on this road between Peking and the Hun
one meets long strings of coal-laden camels.

A few versts south of Mo-shi-kou there rises an
isolated hill of 460 feet in height with a monastery
on its summit, called the Shi-king hill. On its
western side this hill rises abruptly from the river
Hun which hereabouts is not deep, though tolerably
rapid. About a verst and a half down-stream, on
the left bank, stands the monastery known as Pei-
hui-tsi-miao dating from the commencement of the
18th century. The left bank of the river near here
is strongly dammed, and it is at this spot, also, that
is set up the iron cow of which mention bas already
been made.

On the right bank, opposite the Pei-hui-tsi-miao,
a broad plain extends between the hills and the river,
through which the water of the Hun-ho iz led, for
irrigational purposcs, to all the villages and farms
situated uponit. Across this plain, and passing through
the villages of Tsao-ko-chuang and Shi-chang, lies the
road to the foot of the hills, whence may be observed
the extensive walls and buildings of a monastery
situated in the midst of beautiful woods. This is the
Teie-tai-sze, one of the first monasteries in China,
It is built at a height of over a thousand feet up the
gide of a hill forming a projecting angle to the moun-
tain chain which flanks the right bank of the Hun.
From this point the chain bends to the west-south-
west while the river flows to the south-east. From the
sbove-mentioned village of Shi-chang the road becomes



very stony ; but on arriving at another small village
\ called Ko-lo-tai, the foot of the hills is reached, and
from here an artificial, though tolerably steep, road
leads up through magnificent woods to the ancient
and celebrated monaétery, whose red walls, however,
only come in sight when one has arrived before the
gate. The distance (about 2% miles) is best accom-
plished on foof, for saddle horses may easily be injured
on the steep stony path. The monastery itself is a
very extensive one and, like all those in the mountains,
is built on terraces. According to an ingeription it
was founded in the time of the Tang dynasty (8th or
9th century), and it is now one of the most important
monasteries in China, for it is here that the Buddhist
monks are ordained. Tgio-tai-sze was a favourite
residence of the Emperor Kien-lung (1736 to 1796),
a number  of whose verses, inspired by the picturesque
beauty of the neighbourhood, are engraved on marble
slabs and set up on one of the great terraces. These
terraces are shaded by remarkable old trees and afford
an enchanting view of the smiling plain of Peking
with the great capital, in all its vast extent,in the midst
of it. . The course of the Hun-ho may be fraced fax
into the distance winding through the plain like a silver
thread, while the eye is struck by the lofty arches of
the proud Lu-kou bridge. ' The trees on the main
terrace are pines of a hundred years old, such as Pinus
Massoniana and the white-barked Pinus bungeana,
on one of which last & branch of the Massoniana
hag been grafted. In one of the courts of the monas-
tery, also, the monks show an even greater natural
wonder, viz.,, an elm tree grafted onto a pine, but en
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Q. ﬁ

ENVIRONS OF PEKING. o1

N cloger inspection this proves to be an elm which ‘has
grown out of a hollow in the pine, while its roots
~are in the ground ; still it so completely fills up the
hollow (about six inches in diameter) that it really
looks as if the two trees were growing together.
Luxuriant vegetation exists everywhere in the vicinity
of the monastery ; the woods consisting chiefly of oaks
(Quercus obovater) having leaves two feot long; quercus
chimensis, with leaves like the chestnut ; wild mulberry
trees; COeltis sinensis and Ailanthus glandulosa ;
while the little bush Sophore flavescens and various
kinds of Witis are plentiful in all directions. Behind
the south-west wall of the monastery grows a splendid
specimen of the Ligustrum amuwrensis, a tree between
thirty and forty feet high, and, in May, entirely covered
with beautifully scented white flowers, A solemn
stillness reigns in this sacred place, though at stated
intervals during day and night the sound of a great
bell is heard coming from a corner of the grounds
where it is struck by ablind hermit. During the night,
also, may be heard the roar of leopards who prowi
round the exterior and occasionally abstract a dog
from within., To the west, behind the monastery, there
are delightful walks in the bills, and curious caves
in which small Buddhist temples have been established.
At the foot of the Tsie-tai-sze hill, on  the road leading
to the Lu-kou bridge, is situated the village of Hui-
cheng and near it some great chalk quarries.

. Another’ large and celebrated monastery lies at a
distance of four and a half miles from Tsie-tai-sze, in a
north-westerly direction ; it is called the Tan-che-sze,
and would appear to be the oldest in the neighbourhood
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of Peking, seeing that it stood on this spot as far back
‘as the 4th century of our era. The road between .
these two monasteries leads ‘across the hills, and s
extremely difficult. It passes by a ruined but
once celebrated monastery of the Mongol period
known as the Si-feng-sze, containing the corpse of a
saint which has been covered with a hard substance
and gilt, so that it is impossible to distinguish it
from an idol. Further on, always climbing up and
down hills, one comes to a place where coal is mined,
the pits being the property of the Roman Catholie
Mission ; at last after descending into a valley and
following it upwards one arrives at Tan-che-sze, and
finds it situated in a narrow cleft of the valley with
its majestic buildings piled on terraces one above
another up the mountain side.” Handsome pine woods
to some extent hide these colossal edifices. The
valley in which the monastery stands debouches
towards the south, and on Chinese maps the river
that flows through it is marked Mang-niu-ho, and
is made to pass by Liang-hiang-hien, afterwards dis-
charging into the Liu-li-ho. Tan-che-sze is interesting
not only on account of its picturesque situation, but
also for its splendid buildings and gardens. Close to
one of the temples grows a Salishuria of ‘extraordinary
size, and whose trunk is forty feet in circumference ;
propetly speaking, however, it consists of several trees
grown together. Tradition has it that this tree
was planted by the Emperor Yung-lo, with his own
hands, at the beginning of the 156th century. In the
immediate vicinity, also, stand two magnificent speei-
mens of Aisculus chinensis, the largest trees of their
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* kind to be found in the neighbourhood . of Pekmg,,

while in the gardens of the monastery may be seen

. beautiful specimens of Magnolia yiilan, Sterculia pla-

{tanifolio, several large Chamaerops  fortundi: and lofty
bamboos. \

Star tmg from the Tsie-tai-sze hill, and following the
margin of the range i a south-westerly direction, one
opens out numerous interesting monasteries, pictures-
quely situated in the gorges and on the summits of
the mountains, One of the most celebrated of these
lies among the hills to the west of the town of Fang-
shan-hien, and is known by the name of Si-yii-sze.
It is a very ancient building, and has a history extend-
ing back for gome thirteen hundred years. In the
neighbouring hills are found extensive caves which
may be viewed by torch-light.

Five or six versts to the south-west of the Nan-si
gate of the capital (18) lies the centre and nursery
of Pekingese horticulture. This is the collection of
eighteen small willages under the united name of
Feng-tai, whose inhabitants, as before mentioned, have
devoted themselves to horticulture for generations
past. Shottly after leaving the above gate one reaches
a small stream called the Liang-shui flowing through
marshy meadow land, close to the village of Tie-kia-
ying. The gardener’s villages begin at the little
temple called Hua-shen-miao dedicated to the god. of
flowers, the largest of them bearing the names Fan-
kia-la, Lu-kia~tsun and Meng-kia-tsun. The best
gardeners come from Feng-tai, and there also the rarest
ornamental plants, flowers, trees, fruits and Vegatables
of every description are to be met with; in every
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direction may be seen green houses, hot houses,
vegetable gardens and orchards. A beautiful kind of
abies with a bright silvery leaf is also cultivated here,
though 1t is also said to grow wild in the hills,

The Chinese hot-house or forcing-house, although
of very primitive construction, perfectly fulfils the
object with which it is built. It consists of an ordi-
nary Chinese house with the front directed towards
the south and provided with windows of strong Corean
paper (Broussonetia papyrifera) in  the place of
glass ; this paper lets in sufficient light, but is a worse
conductor of Leat than glass. The houses are warmed,
as occasion requires, by means of small portable
Chinese stoves, and in spite of the severe winter of
Peking one may obtain here, in Janmary, Camellias,
Magnolias and Chimonamthus fragrans in full bloom.

In the plain south of Peking a space of about
three times the size of the capital has been enclosed
as-an imperial hunting park under the name of Nan-
hai-tze or “Southern Sea”, and sometimes known as
Nan-yiian or “Southern Park.” Nine large gates and
numerous small ones constitute the entrances to this
park, the circuit of which is given by the Chinese af
120 1i or 60 versts. The northern wall of the Nan-
hai-tze is about three versts distant from the southern
wall of the town. The stream called Liang-shui-ho
already mentioned above, runs first between Peking and
the park, and then, entering the latter through the
wall, forms lakes, and issues again by the eastern wall.
A second stream, the Feng-ho, rises in the southern
portion of the park: but this we have also become
gcquainted with in a previous section, Chinese works



 inform us that as far back as the Mongol dynasty, in the
thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, a hunting-park was
established on thissame ground for preserving feathered
game and water-fowl. The wall enclosing the present
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park is said to have been built by the Emperors of the

Ming dynasty ; and those of the present dynasty, especi-
ally Kanghi and Kien-lung, are said formerly to have
taken pleasure in hunting there. It was these latter
who caused the present existing palaces and monasteries
to be built there. The total area enclosed by the park
wall is about three and a bhalf square [German] miles,
and is therefore somewhat larger than the principality
~ of Lichtenstein. At the present day the greater portion
of Nan-hai-tze consists of military settlements, villages,
and fields; o small section only being retained as a
game park. In this, however, one finds pheasants and
other game birds, hares, large herds of deer, especially
the spotted aais, and that peculiar species first dig-
covered here, about ten years ago, by the Abbé
David, and which 18 now to be seen in several of the
Zoological gardens of Kurope, under the name of
Elaplhwrus Davidianws, Tt is alarge species, and does
not occur in a wild ‘state anywhere in the neighbour-
hood of Peking'; indeed its original habitat is wne
known.

A number of roads lead ‘through the Nan-hai-tze,
and access 1s allowed to all Chinamen, but no sooner
does a Huropean allow himself to be seen near one of
the gates, than it is imwediately closed. Europeans,
however, have frequently contrived to smuggle them-
selves in. Of the several villages situated outside the
gates, one of them, called Ma-kii-kiao, on the gast



face, is well known on account of its brandy manufac-
tories. The walls of the park are over twenty feet in
height, but they are not built in straight lines; T have
laid them down on my map, partly from a Chinese plan,
and partly according to information given me by My,
0. von Moellendorff of the Cerman Legation, who has
partially examined their course, '

Here I close my description of the environs of
Peking. Tt lays mo claim to completeness, for my
object has been not to tire the reader with numerous
details, but only to indicate the most remarkable topo-
graphical conditions of the plain and neighbouring
hill country, in so far as appeared necessary to give a
general outline of so interesting a region and, at the
gaine time, one so little known in Europe. I may now,
perhaps, be allowed to add to this sketch a report
of a journey, which I undertook last summer, deeper
into the wild hill country to the west of Peking.



8,~dJourney to the Po-hua-shon*

I mAD read in Chinese works that at a dl%tance of

a few days journey to the west of Peking there stood a
mountain which towercd above all its neighbours, and
which was named the Po-hua-shan, or “the hill of a
hundred flowers,”+ on account of the magnificent display
of flowers with which it is covered at midsummer, Tt

was said to be celebrated also fov its medicinal herbs, and |
was well known to the inhabitants of Peking in the
twelfth century ; while several hundred years later people
still pointed out a stone bench upon which one of the
Emnperors of the Kin dynasty had sat towards the end
of the twelfth century. These details are given in the
old archaological work,already mentioned, called Ji-
hia-kiw-wen, which also contains an itinerary to Po-hua-
ghan dating from the last century and indicates many
places still in existence under their old names. I had
learned, further, that one of my predecessors, Dr. Kiril-
low, Physician to the Russian Feclesiastical Mission, had
made a journey to the Po-hua-shan, for botanical pur-
poses, ahout forty years previously, and that he had
brought back a number of interesting plants now to be
found in the herbarium of the Imperial Academy of
‘Sciences and in the Botanical Gardens at St. Peters-
burg. The region, generally, i¢ well known to the
Roman Catholic Missionaries, who have Christian com-
munities there; while its fowna has been recently
investicated Dby that indefatigable naturalist, the

® This section haa been slightly abridged in translating.—(7n.) .
4 The number “a hundred ” is frequently employed in Chinese to
meat simply a large number,”
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Abbé David.  Nothing, however, has at yet been pub-
lished on the subject of Po-hua-shan. Baron von
Richthofen does mnot mention it in the admirable
gketches of his geological travels, although he must
have seen it from a distance, for his route lay scarcely
a day’s journey off, while the mountain is visible from
many points on account of its great altitude, and is
easily recognized by its two peaks. In clear weather
it is to be seen even from the walls of Peking—a
distance I should estimate at seventy versts in a straight
line. The Po-bua-shan is only one day’s journey from
the principal coal mines from which Peking is supplied
with fuel. ,

There are three routes by which one can reach
the hill from Peking, and these lead also to the mines:
they are distinguished by the Chinese as the northern,
middle, and southern routes. All are, more or less,
difficult to traverse, and it is advisable to hire mules
for the journey, who are accustomed to the roads,
though even then it is necessary to perform a consider-
able portion of the distance on foot. Tt is only here
and there, in these mountains, that one meets with
made roads, and for the most part one has to ride
along the beds of the streams: thus it is that in
midsummer, during and after the rains, communication
with those regions is often interrupted for long periods.

The Roman Catholic Bishop of the province of
Chili, Monseigneur Delaplace, a highly cultivated and
benevolent man, had the kindness to offer me his as-
sistance in carrying out the project of my journey, and
this I thankfully accepted. The Catholic Mission has
a Christian community near Po-hua-shan, whence the
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necessary animals and a guide were procured for me.
The Abbé Favier, who had frequently traversed the
district in question, also gave me much friendly and
practical advice. Before sunrise on the 25th May 1874
(new style) we began the preparatory operations
for putting our little caravan in motion, This con-
sisted of three powerful mules and five large donkeys,
known to be careful elimbers, which .were used by
myself and two Chinese servants to ride upon. The
mules carried the heavy baggage, always needful for
European travellers in China who do not wish to
live entirely as natives. The Chinese have a very prac-
tical method of loading mules and camels. While in
Western Asia much time is spent by always fastening
the load directly to the pack-saddle with cords, in
China it is first fastened to a wooden frame, after which
the whole is laid upon the wooden pack-saddle, which
it exactly fits, and no further fastening is required. Our
guide was an intelligent young man, from one of the
Christian villages in the hills, and was thoroughly ac-
quainted with every locality on the journey. We left, the
Russian Legation at sunrise,and in an hourand a half had
passed throtugh the Si-chi gate into the open, having left
the dusty city behindus. We continued, then, along the
beautiful paved road leading to the summer-palaces, I
had chosen the northernmost and longest road to the
Po-hua-shan, in order to gain the advantage of an easier
country. The day was hot and dusty, as is usually the
case on the Peking plain in May ; at first the cool air
of the morning bad some influence, but soon the sun
. began to beat down upon us unmercifully, fatiguing
 both man and béast. - We soon arrived at the village
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of Hai-tien, near the summer~palaces, where a scene of
great animation presented itself. Innumerable carts,
wagons, and loaded mules blocked the way. The young
Empéror* had, a few days previously, paid a visit to
his father's favorite abode at Yilan-ming-yiian, and
people were now busy moving back to Peking all the
impedimenta required for an Emperor’s pleasure-trip.
Qouriers galloped here and there; itinerant cooks and
confectioners circulated everywhere among the crowd,
ministering to the various appetites ; and dirty beggars
plied their trade on the benevolent. We shortly
reached the walls of Yuan-ming-yiian and observed
the lovely hill, Wan-shou-shan, rising in the west,
crowned with its coal-black ruins.

Our way led through the two pleasure-gardens to
the village of Tsing-lung-kiao, then through the pass
of Hung-shan-kou to Pei-wang, which lies at the foot
of the historical and ruin-covered hill, Wang-urh-shan,
Here a halt was made at a small inn, after which, re-
suming the march in a north-westerly direction, we
passed by many small villages, graveyards, and
monasteries, hereabouts scattered in every dirvection
over the cultivated country. The Sambucus Williamsis
(of Hance) flourishes in this region, and all the fields
are hedged round with it.

The next large village we came to was called
Kuan-shi, and about a verst further on another was
reached, of about the same size, called Yang-fang,
where we put up for the night at one of the numerous
inns, This place lies on the trade road between Peking
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*® Lately dead,
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and Kalgan and contains many Mahomedan inha-
bitants (Huei, Huei), of whom our host was one,' The
Mahomedans in and around Peking are very numerous;
‘but they are not to be distinguished in external ap-
pearance from other Chinese, though their custoras
differ : they neither eat pork nor drink wine, but they
. are not fanatical, like their western brethren. The inng
in Northern China, which, by the way, might be more
appropriately termed “caravanserais,” are all built on
the same model, and appear to have undergone no
change in their style of architecture since the time of
Confucius, A large gateway leads into a more or less
- roomy court-yard, round which are built the rooms, or
rather cells, for the guests, and the stalls for the camels,
mules, horses and donkeys. The kitchen is always
situated close to the gate, and in as conspicuous a posi-
tion as possible,in order to attract travellers.® In the
better class of caravanserais the rooms for the occupan-
tion of travellers are comparatively clean, and contain
tables and stools made of wood; but a third part
of the space is always taken up by the #kang,
a raised brick structure about two feet high
provided with warming arrangements for winter, and
on which the bed is laid. In my room I found two.
notices on red paper written, of course, in Chinese
characters, One of these informed the traveller that
he had to pay two fiao (about 10 silver-groschens
or 1 shilling) for the room for the night, and the other
that the host. would not engage to recover property

PO-HUA-BHAN, 10

* In all the large vestawrants at the capital the way to the dininge
voows leads through the kitelen,
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that might be stolen. But a traveller who is not
accustomed to passing his nights in Chinese inng will
at first suffer many sleepless hours owing to the dull
bellowing of the. camels, and even more still owing
to the seranades of the numerous donkeys, performed
at intervals in the loudest tones and in his immediate
vicinity. Between the acts also he will be treated to
entertainments by village dogs, who ventilate their
differences of opinion in anything but subdued voices.
In short, he must be able to sleep the sleep of a mule-
driver before he can rest undisturbed among all these
voices of the night. : ‘

‘We left Yang-fang before sunrise on the 26th May.
The village stands near a spur projecting from the
hills, at the outermost point of which lies a heap of
gigantic dark-coloured blocks of granite, reminding
one of all kinds of human and animal forms. There
i also an ancient inscription stating that in the twelfth
century an Emperor of the Kin dynasty visited the
gpot.  Our way led us past these rocks, and then took a
west-north-westerly direction, over stony country, along
the foot of the hills, We proceeded up a valley, having
for aroad the dry bed of a stream, whose water is
said to be drawn off for agricultural purposes (like
most, of the streams near Peking) during all but the
rainy season, when it flows through its natural channel.
The mountaing on either hand gradually converged, and
our valley became more and more contracted, until,
two hours after leaving Yang-fang, we found ourselves
in the hills. Continuing to follow the river-bed in a
westerly direction, and rising by easy gradients for about
three miles, we reached the beautifully situated

St
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village of Kao-ni-kou, which stands at the entrance

of a defile. Here a side valley debouches from the
north, through which runs a  bridle-path to the great

wall. Behind Kao-ni-kou the valley containing our

road became very narrow, while limestone rocks, coyers
ed with lovely verdure, rose nearly perpendicularly
on either side. The most striking piant here is a
small shrub growing out of every part of the rocky
wall and covered with white blossoms, which from a
distance look like huge pearls set on a dark ground.
This is Sperea dasyantha, common in all these moun~
taing, and sometimes associated with Spirea trilobe.
In the valley the ground is covered with patches of
Vitex incisa in the form of alittle shrub, with pleasant
smelling leaves, though in the higher regions it attaing
to the size of a small tree, with & stem of an inch
and a half in  diameter, and i3 used for making
Charcoal. A clear, copious mountain stream flows down
the valley, and where the latter widens out, one findg
cultivation, irrigated by water derived from the stream,
and comfortable farms, surrounded by apricot and
peach gardens. Besides these, one sees magnificent
walnut trees (Juglans regia), and the greater the
altitude, the better these flourish. Our road, like all
mountain paths, was very tortuous, but the ascent was
easy, until arriving neatly at the water-parting, where it
became exceedingly steep, and we ouly arrived at
the top two hours and twenty minutes atter leaving
Kao-ni-kou, This chain of hills, called by the Chinese
Fo-tze-ling, rung north-west and south-east, and attains
an  elevation ' of about 1,500 feet above the sea. Ou
the top of the pass the road leads through an ancient

; L‘.
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arched gate (apparently the remains of some old
monastery), and then descends abruptly on the op-
posite side to the village of Sung-shu which, according
to the aneroid, lies at an elevation of 977 feet. Here
grows the. Hemiptelea (Planera) Davidii of the Elm
family, both in the form of a shrub and as a tree of
twenty feet or more in height, and provided with
thorns of three inches in length. The Ulmus pumala
is also commonly seen in these hills, and is a tree of
great value to the inbabitants. I also observed the
Koehlreutera paniculata, Ailanthus glandulosa, Saliz
babylonica, various kinds of poplars and cultivated
walnuts, Frequently a wild rose occurs, but at the
time of ray visit it had ceased to flower. Along the
gides of the roads, moreover, may be found the Periploca
gepium, the leaves of which are used by the Chinese i
for food, and have, in fact, a very agrecable taste. After
a short rest at the miserable village of Sung-shu, we
continued our jourmey in a south-westerly direction,
following the bed of a stream that empties itself into
the Hun-ho. This stream has, at most, a depth of 23§
foet and is exceedingly tortuous; steep rocks flank its
valley on both sides, and the road continually erosses
and re-crosses its course. We soon reached a consid-
erablo village called Tien-kia-chuang, and an hour
after leaving Sung-shu we saw before us a dark narrow
gorge through which a slippery stone pathway, cuf
into steps, wound its way downwards. After our guide
had ascertained by shouting thatmo caravan had come
in at the opposite end, our mules entered the gorge and
glid, rather than walked, down it .After an hour and a half
the ravine suddenly opened out, andbelow us we saw
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the yellow waters of the Hun-ho surging onward
between high cliffs. Immediately opposite on the
right bank riges an isolated conical hill to a height of
at least 1,000 feet above the river, and with a monas-
tery on its summit. On the left bank of the Hun,
‘ which here takes a deep bend, stands the village of
W Hia-ma-ling, directly under the steep rocky bank. All
around is wild hill country, while in the distance the
two peaks of the Po-hua-shan may be made out, though
half obscured by intervening mountains. ‘Here,
where our road reached the Hun-ho from the north,
it joined that from the west, which leads chiefly up
‘the bed of the river. Both are used for transporting
coal to Peking from the mines lying to the south-west.
Qur way led us further west, across a spur called
Hia-ma-ling, which we passed in forty minutes, and
again arrived at the river bank, thus cutting off a
deep bend, round the shores of which there is no room
for a road. At the spot where we regained the river,
though there was a ferry, we did not cross, but remained
on the left bank, and followed a steep, difficult path,
leading up and down hill. After about four versts another
ferry was reached, by means of which we were trans-
ferred to the other side. Close to this spot the Hun
receives a small mountain stream from the south~west
called the Tsing-shui, or “clear water,” whose limpid
water, indeed, forms a strong contrast to the turbid
stream of the Hun* The village at the confluence
ig called Tsing-pei-kou, or “northern mouth of the
Tsing” ; the Hun-ho at this point is over six feet deep

* Hun-ho means ¢ turbid river.”
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and about fifty paces broad. We now ascended the
valley of the Tsing-shui, along its endless windings,
in a general weqterly direction, and over miserable
roads, _composed of loose stones. It was constantly
necessary also to Wade across the stream, or to ride
for some distanee in the water, in order to pass the
perpendicular rocks that project into it, and leave mo "
room for a.path by the waters’ side: at this season,
however, the water 'is only two feet deep, though it
becomes swollen after every shower of rain. ' The
rise. between Tsing-pei-kou and Sang-yii is very
slight. In this valley I saw a black stork, called by
the Chinese Lao-kuan, and was fold that it occurred
tolerably frequently. I was also told by my guide
of wild goats inhabiting the hills hereabouts. Thus far
the narrow valley we had been following was destitute of
human habitations, but here it opened out, and cultiva-
tion became visible. The village of Kiin-hia-chuang
came first in sight ; then, farther up, the larger village
of Sang-yii (or “mulberry valley”), where we arrived
jast as evening set in, and speut the night there. The
distanee from Tsing-shui-kou is four miles and a half,
May 27th.~1 remained the whole day at Sang-yii,
which is a large, well-to-do village, congisting chiefly of
Chinese Roman Catholics. These have remained
undisturbed as a Christian community since the last
century, although the missionaries, in the meantime,
have been ‘exposed to frequent persecutions and
banishments. A ehurch was built for the use of
the village about a year ago, and it is not a little
curious to find & handsome church of European
architecture in the midst of the wilderness, among
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Chinese houses and shanties, The community assem.
bles every day for Divine Service, which is conducted by
Chinese priests, Owing to the kind care of Monseigneur
Dolaplace, a dwelling had been prepared for me by
‘the headmen of the village. Sang-yii lies somewhat
to the north of the coal road, and is separated from it
by a hill. The inhabitants earn their liveliood partly
by transporting coal, and partly by the cultivation of
wheat, barley, and millet. A considerable amount of
garden cultivationis also carried on, and fine walnuts,
apricots, and peaches are produced. The favourable ii-
fluence of Christianity, or rather the influence of
those persons at Peking who exert it over the inhabit-
ants, is not to be mistaken,

According to my observations with.an aneroid, the
elevation of Sang-yi is only about 860 feet above the
sea, though the neighbouring hills must be several
thousand feet ' higher, The Po-hua-shan from this
point of view looks like a double-headed giant- rising
in the south-west above all the rest of the mountains.

May 28th.—1 left Sang-yii early in the morning,
and as the guide informed me that the road lyiug before
us would be trying to the strength of a donkey, I changed
my animal for a strong mule, Still continuing up the
Tsing-shui valley, we passed a number of small villages
which may be seen marked on my map, and after a
gradual ascent of an hour and a half, arrived ab the
long straggling village of Chai-tang. The Chinese
distinguish between eastern and western Chai-tang, but
the two together are several versts in length. On the
hills on either side of the village may be observed two

'~ small ancient towers, which probably served, in times of

61,
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war gone-by, as watch-towers, or perhaps as forts, as they
command the valley below. Magnificent specimens of the
Sophora japonice are to be seen at Chai-tang; it is a
tree similar to the .Acacie, and frequently oceurs in the
plains, though not in the same vigour and luxuriance
as here. Chai-tang is a wealthy village, and its inhabit-
ants appear to live entirely by extracting coal from the
neighbouring hills and transporting it to Peking. Baron
von Richthofen has gone into the details of these coal-
beds in the interesting sketches of his travels published
in Petermann’s “Geographische Mittheilungen” for 1873,
(page 138). There has been some mention made of
connecting Chai-tang with Peking by means of a rail-
way ; and if this is done, the road by which I travelled,
although the lengest, would be the least costly. 1t

- would hardly be possible to lay a railway along
the bed of the Hun-ho. These railway projects have
frequently been started by Englishmen, but have always
been rebutted by the Chinese Government with the
crushing argument that there are mules for the trans-
port of coal. But the coal from these hills appears to
be of bad quality; at all events Mr. Hart, the Inspector
General of Customs in China (in so far as concerns
European trade), obtains from England the coal re-
quired for the gas-works he has instituted for lighting
the Customs buildings at Peking.

On leaving Chai-tang we continued westward, up
the same valley, frequently crossing and re-crossing the
stream, A few versts beyond the village, a valley from
the south debouches into that of the Tsing-shui, at the
entrance of which stand two small Whité towers ; up
this valley runs a road to the village of Ta-tsun, where,

108 JOURNEY TO THE



PO-HUA-SHAN, 109

1 was told, important ‘coal mines existed, and which
are, probably, those mentioned by Baron von Richthofen
under the name of Ta-tsao, and indicated by him as
lying fifteen /4 to the south-south-west of Chai-tang.*
Farther west comes the village of Kao-wo-pu, where
. the Po-hua-shan again becomes visible, after having
been eclipsed by intervening hills for $ome distance.
After leaving Chai-tang, our valley became more open,
the higher hills receding, and those occupying the inter-

mediate space being. of low altitudes. We met many -

caravanus of mules carrying birch and oak from the
mountains in the vicinity., = Three-quarters of an hour
brought us to the opening of another valley on the south,
containing a road leading to the village of Ta-mo, near
which is a high mountain called Ta-Mo-shan, In less
than two hours after quitting Chai-tang we arrived at
Tsing-shui, a large village stretching in a long line
from east to west. Fere we stopped to rest, and I
put up in the house of a Christian, a part of which
had been prepared for me beforehand. This place
also consists chiefly of native Roman Catholics. A
very difficult mountain path leads hence, up a valley,
in a north-westerly direction, to the town of Pao-an-
chou, and formed part of Baron von Richthofen’s route.
The height of Tsing-shui above sea-level is 951 feet
according to my aneroid. The road forward still con-
tinued to wind along the valley of the rivers, first
towards the south-west, and afterwards to the south.
Thus far we had been 1ising gradually, but the

* I was told that Ta-tsuu, signifying * great village,” was the name
of the place, but the written characters for the name indicote a differeut
meaning.’

L
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inclination now became more abrupt, and the road very
difficult; the vegetation also assumed a different
character in accordance with the increased elevation,
Hitherto the wild flora along the road had been very
poor and monotonous, large tracts of the valley having
been taken up by the Vitex bush, and a little shrub
with fine leaves and purple-violet flowers called
Indigofera bungeana. The mulberry tree (the Morus
alba of different varieties), with its variously-shaped
leaves, seemed to thrive everywhere in a wild state. The
Spirea dasyantha grew out of the steep rocky cliffs, and
in the neighbourhood of the settlemaent was to be found
walnuts, apricots, peaches, poplars, willows and the ailan-
thus. ~But at this stage fresh forms of shrubs and plants
appeared. A valley from the west here opened into
the one we were following, ard on looking up it we
could see, at adistance of about two and a half versts, the
village of Tu-kia-chuang. Continuing in a southerly
direction, we passed the village of Liang-kiao-pu, and

about a mile and a quarter further -on, in a narrow

gorge, that of Ta-ho. The Po-bua-shan, which we
had been rounding in a wide circle, now stood out free
in the east, and we could see with the telescope that
its upper slopes were entirely covered with wood.
The summits of the mneighbouring hills were also
well wooded, and presented a lovely  green appear-
ance. One road leads from Ta-ho direct to the Po-
hua-shan up a narrow valley, but we followed that
leading in a southerly direction to the foobt (of
the hill. The latter, even, is narrow in most parts,
but where it widens out, the land is devoted to agri-
culture, and beautiful orchards surround the settlements.

&
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Well-conditioned cows, sheep and  goats .climb
about on the hill sides, and revel in the nourishing
mountain vegetation. Among the wild plants 1
gathered hereabouts may be mentioned Juglans man-
churica, whose leaves have a smell of balsam, and
which is very different to Juglons regia ; various kinds
of Corylus, the Adlnus, Coragana frutescens, Caoragana
macrophylla, Berberis simemsis, Deutzia parviflora,
Menispermwm  dawricum, and the Polygonatum
sibiricum. Wild apricots, and peaches, with inedible
fruit, also occur in great numbers, besides the A ilanthus
and the Koehlreutera, while Juglans regia disappears.*

Above Ta-ho the road becomes narrow and diffeult,
and the gradient much steeper, while the traveller is
surrounded by wild mountain scenery, ¢ A second road
leads from the village of Huang-an to the Po-hua-shan,
and a few versts farther along our valley a third road
branches off near a small monastery, with a solitary
pine-tree. All these roads conduct to the table-land
before reaching the summit of the mountain. The
country hereabouts is said to be very rich in game—a
fact that is quite comprehensible, seeing that the hills
are nowhere devoid of vegetation. I frequently heard
pheasants (Phasianus torquatus) calling to each other,
and occasionally saw the magnificent birds as they ran
across our road. 1 also met with a badger, and was
able to observe him from a very short distance, for the

® X may observe hete that nearly all the plants I mention have

been named (from specimiens collected by me) by Dr. Hance, 'the
English Consul at Whanipos, near Canton, who, I need hardly reniark,
in one of the firsh botanists of the day,

L
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road being narrow,and the brute not being adapted
to hill climbing, he slink past us.  Three hours after
leaving Ta-ho, and after climbing up impracticable
mountain paths, we arrived at a little village called
Ta-tsio-shan, which consists only of a few scattered
houses. I alighted at one of the best buildings, which
proved to be an improvised church, for here, likewise,
the inhabitants are Roman Catholics, Ta-tsio-shan
lies on the river we had been following all day, which
flows down from the Ta-tsio hill near the Po-hua-shan
g hill, in fact, forming one of the peaks of the latter.
The aneroid showed the elevation of the village to be '
2,100 feet, and the mountain air was cool and plea-
sant. The surrounding hills and spurs of the higher
ridges are everywhere clothed with beautiful trees and
bushes, though among all this verdure may be seen fields
of Indian-corn, oats, millet (Setaria italica), &e. Wheat
does not thrive here, and walnuts are not to be seen,
though the Juglans manchurica, which also bears fruit,
is often met with ; indeed, a fine specimen stood close
to my dwelling at Ta-tsio-shan. Among the more
interesting plants of the neighbourhood were a few
“Juglandeen ” (Pterocarya ?), without blossom or fruit,
several species of Corylus, the Ostryopsis, Alnus,
Syrimga pubescens, Rhammnus oargute, Bhododendron
micranthwm (in frait), and the Anemone chinensis,
In the rcom I occupied was the stuffed skin of a wild
cat, which appeared to be somewhat larger than a
domestic cat, and to have a shorter tail; it was also
faintly spotted. The Chinese call the animal Ye-mao,
or “ wild cat,” and I was assured that its food consisted
principally of pheasants. ' !
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May 29th.~We started at 5 o'clock in the riorns:
ing' to undertake the ascent of the Po-hua-shan,
The peak bears north-east from the village of Ta«
tsio~shan, and a direct, though exceedingly steep, foots
path connects' the two. We preferred, however, to
take one of themain roads, and thevefore had 6 res
‘trace our steps as far as the old monastery with the
golitary pine-tree, known as the Mu-wang-miao, or  the
temple of the tree god” Here a rapid mountain
stream  descends ' from' the Po-hua,-ghan, the wind«
ing course’ of which we followed upwards, and soon
reached the village of Huang-tan, whose streets’ coris
sist of series of steep stone steps, up which our
mules had to climb. From here' the road cons
tinues up steep gradients, and along' yawning pre-
cipices, where it is' almost necessary to travel on foot,
From Mu-wang-miao to the summit requires a good
four ‘hours, though' the Chinese reckon the distance
only. fifteen i, o0 rather over one German mile. It
appears that this road was'much used in former times;
for ‘in' many places one: still sees the remains of an
ancient paved road, winding its' course up the moun+

- tainy « The valley along which' we travelled was beatitis
 fully wooded, and the stream sometimes closely followed
our road, and sometimes rushed onits course far beneath
our feet,. Here grow several species of poplars, wild
apricots and peaches; the Juglans manchurica, here
and there Castariea vesea, and, higher up, oaks of a
new species, called Zsai~mu in Chinese, and some kinds
of Corylus. . At length we attained to a table-land of
about one square verst in extent; behind whick rises
the gigantic heap of roeks cowposing the Summit of



the Po-hua-shan, the peak here forming a steep in-
accessible wall of two or three thousand feet above the
plateau. A few homesteads exist on -the plateau, and
large flocks of .sheep are to be seen browsing on the
luxuriant grass; potatoes and oats (Avens nudw, the
so-called “bald oat’) are also cultivated here, the .
former thriving admirably. . We soon found ourselves
« at the foot of these terrible rocks, but the road leads
round them by the northern side, because it is necessary
to make the ascent from the east. The path is extra-
ordinarily steep, and passes by fearful precipices. In
the higher regions my sight was attracted by the
magnificent spring flora: the steep walls of rock
" were almost completely covered with the great purple~
red blogsoms of the magnificent Rhododendron dawri-
cum, while round about was spread the beautiful
Syringa pubsscens in the form of thick bushes, in full
bloom and emitting a delicious perfume. Close to this
again bloomed the little Prunus hwmalis, scarcely a
foot high and with large white flowers, I was also able
%0 collect here Convallaria majalis, the well-known
“may” of our woods, and Polygonatum officinale. Still
. higher up, and near the peak itself, the woods are corm-

: posed chiefly of birch; at the time of my visit: these
troes wore just beginning to leaf, the ground beneath
them showed traces of recently waelted - snow, and -
the first spring shoots of numberless plants were only.

. just commencing to show themselves, though still covers

ed by last year's half-dead grass—but few had begun to
blossom. In some places a complete carpet.was formed
of s beautiful purple-red Primula, which Dr, Hance = ' .
has named Primula oreocharis, and has deseribed. as
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" mew 'to botanists. Near it, also, grew half-hidden,
" -according to the habit of the violet tribe, the yellow
Vaola,  biflora, previously unknown as a member
of the Peking flora, 1ts most common habital
being the mountains of Central Europe. As we neared
the peak, the mule-drivers began carefully to tie up the
‘mouths of their beasts, and when I engnired into the’ .
«cause of this proceeding, they showed me the recently
fallen leaves of a monocotyledonous plant, to taste
‘which they declared to be fatal to animals. . I was then
able to determine from the rudiments of the fruit still
remaining attached to the stalks of last year’s growth of
this plant that it was a kind of Veratrum. I was assured,
 however, that only the young plants were poisonous, and
. that the fully developed leaves and blossoms were harm- -
X less. After riding round the peak, we had still to under-
. take a long zig-zag climb up the eastern face, in order
toreach the little plateau constituting the suramit, The
weather was clear on our arrival at the top, bub a
fearful storm was raging, and the thermometer stood
b 8° Réawmur at 1 o'clock in the afternoon. Under
these circumstances I quickly installed myself in the
monastery surmounting the summit,
The #fat top of the Po-hua-shan measures 800
paces from mnotth to south and 200 paces from east to
‘west, while at its south-western corner stands a rocky
hill of some 200 feet high. On the northern side it is
geparated  from its neighbour the Yao-tze-shan by
o deep cleft, and indeed on all sides it slopes
bl away in steep rocky precipices. The Yao-tao. is
© gomewhat lower than the Po-hua-shan, its peak consist-
| ing of perpendicular rocks which file away towards:



Abe valley.of the Tsing-shui in the south~west, like a
small toothed comb. Towards the south the Po-hua-
shan is connected by a narrow ridge (on a lower lével
‘than the summit) with the Ta-tsio-shan, which is about
the game height as the Po-hua, and thus when seen
from a distance appeavs to be a second peak of the
game mountain, Anether similar ridge, though lower
than the above, appears to join the Po-hua-shan with
the high range of hills on the bank of the Hun-ho
towards the north-east. But with the exception of
these two connecting ranges, the Po-hua-shan is sur-
rounded by deep dividing valleys which separate it
from the remainder of the mountain mass, My experi-
ments on boiling water made with a well-tested ther-
mometer indicated, according to Dr. Fritsche’s ealcula-
tion, an absolute altitude of 7,380 feet for the monastery,
go that the highest point may be estimated at 7,500 feet,
The village of Ta~tsio-shan, as I mentioned above, lies at
an elevation of 2,008 feet, and that of Shi-kia-ying on the
eastern side at 2,953 feet—figures that indicate plainly
the steepness of the incline, In addition to the few ;
bridle-paths which conyerge before arriving at the
summit, the only others leading to the top are gome
small fopt-paths, through the jungle, made by the wood-
cutters. It i3 scarcely possible to move even a few
paces from the road on account of the steepness of
the slopes.

In the centre of the plateau on the summit
ure a number of buildings, mostly in ruins: these
are the remains of an ancient monastery, which
formerly existed here, called Hien-kuang-sze, and
among them moay be seen a marble gateway and
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portions of other marble buildings, ‘sculptures, mopu-
ments, &e. In the midst of these rises a new. and
thmdgpme hemple, built a few years since by 2
. pious eunuch of the imperial household, It ‘gant_aansa.
gilt Pusa, * representing the manysarmed Goddess of
i benevolenee sitting on & Jotus flower, while ranged
‘ ‘#long the walls around her are colossal statues of the
eighteen chief \gods (Lo-ham), worked in clay and
painted in a masterly manuer. In front of the door of
! the temple stand a fow beautiful larch trees (Zanin
dourica), while around on the platean are seattered a
anmber jof smaller templ o8, sorme without roofs,  A.
few other well-preserved temples, .also, are met with
_on the road, at adistauce of about a verst down the

hill, L

. The monastery on the Pe-hua-shan has been
Anhabited for twelve yeers past by a hermit, who at-
JPresent is sixty years of age. And for nine raonths in
. the year he is the only inhabitant, for the monks
belonging to the establishment only live there during
the summer, prefevring to spend the remainder of their
time ot Chai-tang, Never having left the summit
during these twelve years, this hermit has been com-
' pletely cut off from the world each winter, on account
of the masses of snow with which the sides and paths of
the mountain ave covered. at that season.  He has not
even a dog mear him, for there is, here, no occasion
#o take precautions against thieves. He hap grown
‘perfectly stupified, and can nnly be awakened from
his apathy by means of money. In summer the

it S TSI bt e b e o o

* Buddba. —(Tr.)

b S AR e (B!



118 | JOURNEY 70 THE

Po-hua-shan ig often visited by Chinese of various
classes, and on the 18th day of ‘the fifth month (com=
mencement of July) a great festival is held to mark the
opening of the temple (Kai-miao). Every monastery
has a festival day of this kind at a certain date in
the spring, when the people flock to it from all
‘quarters ; generally there is a fair connected with it,
but this is not the case on the Po-hua-shan. In July
the vegetation on the mountain is said to be in full
vigour, and lovely flowers are described as covering the
ground in every direction, and in the greatest variety.

A few of my friends in Peking, who made an expedi- i

tion to the Po-hua-shan in the month of August, sub~
sequent to my visit, were enchianted with the beauty ' of
the flowers and the luxuriance of the vegetation they
found there, From a botanical point of view, I made
‘my jowrney too eatly in the year, for I found only the first
spring growths after the disappearance of the smow,
and many of the trees and shrubs were without a leaf.
The weather during my three days’ stay on the
Po-hua-shan was very changeable, and the temperature
varied between -4° and 14° Réouwmur. One day
was calm, but on the other two violent storms raged,
accompanied by showers of rain: and sometimes by
snow. No drinking water is to be bad on the
summit, and the old hermit is obliged to fetch
what he requires from 4 distance of three versts
down the hill. Fuel, on the other hand, is in super-
abundance, nnd we generally used birch wood for
this purpose. '
The view from the top of the Po-hua-shan on a clear
day is & magnificent one. One is placed in the midst
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of wild rugged mountains, and surrounded in the imme~
diate neighbourhood by deep-cut valleys, containing
 yillages and fields; that to the east is a narrow one,
and can be traced throughout its windings eastward
until it debouches onto the plain. The green and
yellow plain of Peking may be seen in the fai distance,
behind the lower slopes of the hills; thoug‘il it is o~
pessible to distinguish the various localities sn account
of the hot air which appears to vibrate as it floats over
the lowlands. Under favourable: conditions [of atmos-
| phere, however, Peking must be visible, fo; I have dis-
tinctly seen the Po-hua-shan from the walls of the
city. The course of the Hun-ho is traceable by the
yellow sands along its shores in the plains, while its upper
course is merged in the mountains which pompose the
entire gcenery towards the north, west and south-west.
Beyond the river towards the north-west a peak was
observable, covered with snow. My friend, Dr. O,
Moeliendorf, of the German Legation at Psking, visited
this latter peak in the course of a journey he made
through the western hill country in September 1874, and
1 have to thank him for much information which I have
utilized in my map. He gives the name of the moun-
tain as Hua-tsao-shan, or “ Flower and vegetable moun-
tain.” The Great Wall takes its course across if, and
a mountain-path, followed by Dr. Moellendorf, also
winds its way over a portion of it in connecting Tsing-
ghui with Pao-an-chou (by way of Ma-hung-yii) and the
town of Fan-shan-pu. Baron von Richthofen also made
the journey from Tsing-shui to Pao-an-chou, but he
appears to have followed one of the other numerous
yalleys leading to the basin of the Sang-kau-ho,
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From the: Po-hua-shan the Sang-kan' valley is visible
and also the plain, through which flow' the other tribu«~
taries of the Hun-ho; while far behind, on the horizon,
one may thake out the chain: forming the edge of the
Mongolian plateau, :

To thh west of the Po-hua-shan may be sbserved,in
the far disjance, amass of hills, rising high abeove their

neighbours| and on which at the end of May lay heavy = °

magses of spow. This group is called by the Chinese
Sigo-wu-tailshan, or “Little Wu-tai-shan ;” the name
“Wu-tai-shah” being that of & mountain in the province
of Shansi, apout a handred versts to the south-west;
celebrated fot its numerous monasteries; The distance
between Teige-shui and'the Little Wu-tai:shan is recks
oned as two ‘days' march; and the Chinese books mention
that the molntain (or mountain group) is' covered in
summer with beautiful vegetation. I should estimate
the beight at\ 12,000 feet, and have marked it on the
map asa sngiwy mountdin, although Dr, Moellendorf
who saw it from'a, distance in the month of September
informs me that no snow was to be seen upon it at that
time. But I have had no: personal experience’ of the
raountains to’ the west and morth-west of the Po-huas
ghan: thus I have shown them on my map as they
appeared to me in the distance; and according to the
indicationsof the natives. According to both the Chinese
maps aud to' thoss of the missionaries, the direction
of the Gireat. Wall is south from' the point where it
crosses’ the Flun-ho; but’ this' does not appear to be'in
accordance with reality, and I have therefore beern
obliged to place it farther west on my map and to give
' a more  south-westerly - direction, = Astrononiical
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observations appear to me never to have been made in
| these regions, and the course of the Creat Wall as
laid down on the maps would seem to be more or less
arbitrary. : ‘
Ag I have already mentioned, the upper slopes of
the Po-hua-shan are entirely covered with wood, and all
the higher hills of the neighbourhood are likewise well
wooded. Still we find no fine forests composed of
large trees; the highest are Lario trees, which only
oceur singly, while the greafi proportion attain only
to a height of about thirty feet—a circumstance that
may be explained by the fact that large quantities of
wood used for building and fuel are constantly being cut,
~ and thus the trees are not permitted to grow to a great
height,  The birch takes the first place among the trees,
- and inhabits the highest and coldest regions of the
mountaing, beglnning at 6,000 or 7,000 feet. The
existence of birch forests in the hills to the west
of Peking had long been known to me, because the
wood 18 sold in Peking under the Chinese name of
hwa-mu. - The natives divide the birches into three
kinds; the first having a very white thick bark, the
second & yellowish white and thin bark, and the

third with a bark of grayish brown colour, which
. always hangs in shreds.  The wood of the birch is put

to many uses«-among others, to the preparation of
Chinese ink, I sent some branches of all three kinds,
+ in blossom, to Dr. Hance, but he declined to deseribe
them definitively without first seeing the fruit, though
he beheved them to be respectively the Betuls alba,
' B. Eyrmamae and B, dauwrica, Two species of Salia
often oteur, one of which is Salie filicifolia (Lin.), and

48
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the other, probably, Saliz sachalinensis (¥. Schmidt) :
both are new to the botany of Peking, Ialso found anew
kind of Pirws, viz, Pirus Po-lwa-shanensis (Hance)»
belonging to the Sorbus division and having feathery
leaves; and further, a new ash, Frawinus rhynchophylla
(Hance). Both these trees werein blossom, and on the
first 1 found some of the previous year’s fruit, which
appeared to be smaller than the berries of the common
mountain ash. = Scattered here and there may be found
gpecimens of the tall Larie dawrica, also new to the
flora of Peking, though larches, generally, are said to.
be common among the mountaingof the Shansi pro-
vince farther west, and are known to the Chinese under
the name of Lo-ye-sung, or “the fir that sheds it
leaves.”

The underwood contains many interesting shrubs,
among which may be mentioned a new: Buckleya, viz.,
B, sinensis (Hance), a vory peculiar bush, with long
narrow leaves, and, according to Hance, the most inter-
esting of all the plants discovered by me. In many
places several kinds of Corylus grow in great abund-
ance, especially Corylus vostrate of the Mamchuricn
variety : it may be said to extend over the entire Po-
hua-shan, from base to summit (some 2,000 feet), and
at the end of May wag still in blossom. Its nuts are
taken to Peking in large quantities, The natives dis-
tinguish several kinds of hazel-nuts.

The beautiful Rhododendron, dawmcum grows
everywhere, even on the summit of the mountain, where
it was in fall bloom at the time of my ascent. I found
also two species of Ribes, viz, R. wmigrum and R.
macrocalye (Hance), the latter being furnished with
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sharp thorns, and new to botapy, Among the smaller
plants which I gathered on and mear the summit of
the Po-hua-shan were—Iris ruthewice ; the aboves
mentioned new Primula oveocharis; Viola biflova ;
. Veratrum = (above-mentioned) ; Allium Vietorialis;
Convallaria meajolis; Artemisia sacrorum; Hierochloé
dowrica ; Gentiana squarrose (quite a small plant) ;
Buphorbie esula, and the leaves, only, of several
Ranunculaceous plants.

Somewhat lower down (at about 5,000 feet),eqpeclally
on the eastern slopes, the woods consist in great partof
oaks, maples (dcer mono?), and the Pyrus baceata.
As far as the oaks are concerned, however, I found them
also on the south-western slope, on the way from Tas
tsio-shan, where they were in blossom and mostly
covered with oak apples. Dr. Hance believes this oak
to be a new species, but requires to see the fruit before
deciding on a description of it.  Among the shrubs at
this altitude I observed Corylus; Rhammus arguio
(the male plant of which, hitherto unknown, I was
able to secure); Prunus humilis; Euvonymus
Thumbergianus ; Prunus padus, and Deutzia grandis
flora. Here also I came upon a species of Rhubarb,
with large oval wavy leaves, strong roots, and a decided
tfaste and smell of rhubarbj the natives, moreover,
called it a kind of Twi-huang or rhubarb. The Clematis

macropetalu, with its large blue flowers, may also be

seen hereabouts twining itself among the bushes; while
finally, it is not upcommon to find the Duchesnea
JSragraroides; a kind of strawberry with yellow flowers
and insipid: fruit, both on the Po-hua-shan and on
other hills in the neighbourhood of Peking.

§1.
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 According to the accounts of the natives, there are
numbers of wild animals in the woods of the Po-hua~
shan and the mountaing in its vicinity, 'These consist
 chiefly of black bears ( Heliarctos Thibetanus), panthers,
wild cats, badgers and foxes, the droppings of the two
latter being often found upon the footpaths. Wild
goats are also spoken of (probably Antilope crispa), and
even musk deer are said to oceur, though seldom,
Among the birds there are numerous pheasants

QL

(Phasianus torquatus), whose ery is heard everywhere, -

while the bird itself is frequently seen running across
the courts of the monasteries, One finds, further, that
beautiful bird which was first made known by the Abbé
David, a few years ago, under the name of Hoki
(crossoptilon), and also a kind of large partzidge, which
ma,y be frequently driven from its cover among the

rocks. But 1 purpose going more at length into the

subject of the fauna in a separate paper.

In Chinese works 1 find it stated that the woods
of the Po-hua-shan are frequented by a highly poison-
ous snake of about seven inches in length, and this
agsertion is corroborated by the natives. I had read
also that in the western mountains the white Chinese
insect-wax (pe-la) was cultivated : this is a highly prized
product, well known in Europe}; and [ subsequently
obtained some specimens of a shrub or small tree from
the district in question, the twigs of which were entirely
eovered with white wax, in addition to the cells of the
insects (Coccus pe-la) who had engendered it,  Tntil
then it was not known that this insect occurred so far
north, Baron von Richthofen mentions Kia-ting-fu in
the province of Szechuan as the place where the best

"
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white wax is produced (see his letters in Petor-
mann's Geographische Mittheilungen, 1878, page ' 295).

The shrub wupon which the wax insect of the hills to
the west of Peking lives may, perhaps, be o Frawinus
according to Dr. Hance, but the specimens I obtained
had, unfortunately, only their leaves, )
Jume lst.-=After passing three days on the suno-

mit of Po-hua-shan I started on my return journey to

Peking, and this time chose the southern route, which
. 18 well adapted to the descent of the mountain, though

it canmot be recommended for the ascent, for the

reason that it leads straight down the steep eastern
slope for a vertical distance of mnearly 4,000 feet,
and in some places is so nearly perpendicular, that
it is with difficulty one can maintain oneself in an

upright position, while mules are forced to slide down

with their fore-legs stretched out in front of them.
After an hour and a half of quick marching we reached
a torrent, which rushes down from the north-east angle
of the mountain and whose course we then continued
to follow until reaching the plain, In its upper course
this torrent consists only of a narrow brook, whose
banks are thickly overgrown with bushes of various
kinds, especially Syringa pubescens, Abelia Davidii
(Hance), Zowicera  chrysantha, Prunus humilis,
Deutzia parviflore, and Rubus crategifolins, whose
fruit is said to be like our raspberry, but which was
only blossoming at the time of my visit. The Juglans
manchurica also grows hereabouts, while among the
smaller plants I gathered Urtiea divice (variety of dn-
gustifolia), dquileja vulgaris, dquileja atropuwrpurea,
Britrichium penduncularis, Viola acuminata, and a

s ¥
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few ferns, which last, however, were unfortunately spoil-
ed. About two miles farther on a eoal mine is passed
on the roadside, and immediately afterwards the little
village of Tsno-ya-far appears, with a beautiful grove
of ash trees near it belonging tor the Frawinus ornus
species and the Bungeanw variety : the height of these
was some sixty feet, and their leaves of large size; the
fruit had just made its appearance. In the neighbour-
hood of the village is a hill surmounted by an ancient
temple and 2 beautiful pine tree (Pinus massoniana).
These pines, 50 common in the plains, are only found
here and there in the bills, like the Juniperus, Thuja,
&c.  On the whole, the woods T passed through on my
journey consisted entirely of foliaceous trees, with the
exception of the larches. In the neighbourhood of this
same village also occur large groves of the Xanthoxylon
bumges, or the Chinese pepper tree, the little red, sweet
smelling fruit of which is used as pepper by the
natives of this country. The tree grows here to a
height of thirty feet (in the plains it only oceccurs as a
bush), and its branches are furnished with sharp thorns.
Still following the impetuous strears for a distance
of a verst beyond Tsao-ya-far, the yillage of Shi-kia-
ying was reached, picturesquely gituated in an open
space among the hills at o height above the sea of 2,953
feets Below Shi-kia-ying the bed of the stream-is dry,
the whole of the water having been drawn off for
agricultural purposes, We continued our journey hence
towards the east, down a valley flanked by almost per-
pendicular chalk cliffs and along a bad road composed
chicfly of loose stones, though sometimes of slippery
" rocks most difficult to pass. The windings were



numerous, but the descent was gradual. No villages !
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were seen for a long distance, and no passengers or

caravans met with. About a mile below Shi-kia-ying

a large cave’ may be noticed, high up in the chalk
cliffs; indeed cavesof this description are very common

in this region, These cliffs are nowhere bare, but are

covered with a pleasant verdure, the Spireo desy«
antha thriving particularly well in the most inaccessible
parts of the cliffs, In the valley grow the wild Xan
thorylon bungei, apricot’ trees, and the Vitew imcisa,
‘while on the naked rocks may be observed tufts of a
red-coloured grass, the Ovresitrophe rupifraga.  About
two miles below the cave we passed through a narrow
gorge, much encumbered with rocks and stones, over
which at times, when the river is flowing, the water
mugst leap in magnificent cascades. After another two
and a half miles, about, we reached the village of Leng-
shui (1,262 feet above the sea), the first since leaving
Shi-kia-ying, where we rested for a few hours, and again
| 'geh out on our way, travelling for several miles down
the narrow, winding valley of the dry river and between
almost perpendicular oliffs of chalk. To the right of
the road we passed a small Buddhist temple, aban-
doned and standing in the midst of a wilderness. One
verst beyond this again we suddenly found ourselves
‘on the bank of & considerable river coming through the
hills on the south, the dry stream we had been follows
ing being one of its tributaries. The river is marked
on the Chinese maps as the Liu-li-ho, but it is only
‘known under this mame farther down, We crossed it
geveral times in the course of our march onward,
~down its winding bed, and at last reached a large village,
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called Chang-tsao, picturesquely situated in a narrow

gorge which, overhung by precipitous crags, nearly
‘shuts it out of sight. In the neighbourhood are beau~
, tiful orchards containing walnuts, peaches, apricots,

Dyospirus kaki and dilonthus glamdulose, while in

the middle of the village stands a magnificent speci-
men of the Catalpa bungeanw, an old and lofty tree,

covered at the date in question with large purple

flowers.

Jumne 2nd~~Wo started at five in the mdming.'

At first the valley was broad, and the road led through
gardens, meadows and cultivated lands, but it afterwards
became narrow again and assumed its-former character-
istics.  Not taking into account its numerous windings,

the direction of the road was easterly. Some four versts’

below Chang-tsao lies the little village of Hung-mei-
chang, mentioned by Baron von Richthofen in the letters
describing his travels. Baron. von Richthoferr came
from Fang-shan-hien, travelled up the Liu-li-ho to
Hung-mei-chang, then turned into one of the side valleys,
ascended the Miao-an-ling pass (4,500 feet according to
his measurement), and thence descended to Chai-tang,
Forty Ui (twenty versts) beyond Hung-mei-chang Richt-
hofen reached the village of Tai-an-shan, where the best
anthracite is found and whence it ig transported by a
steep road forty-five i in length to Hung-mei-chang,
which is 125 Iy distant from Peking.* Down to Hung-
mei-chang our road had been stony and bad, but here
it began to improve and led over level ground, with but
a slight incline along the left bank of the river, the valley

¥ Seo Petermann’s Geographische Mittheilungen, as above,
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itself becoming more and more animated ot every step.
Occasionally we met caravans of camels returning un-~
loaded from Peking, to which place they had taken
coal from Hung-wei-chang and slate from the neigh-
bouring hills, The slate is used for roofing honses, and
ig found chiefly about Fo-tou-tuan, a beautiful little
village about two miles belew Hung-mei-chang. A
verst and a half farther on brought us to another villa.ga, '
called Hei-lung-kuan, most picturesquely situated and
shaded by fine old trees. On the roadside, near this
place, stands the beautiful monastery of Lung-tan, and.
obliquely above if a theatre, to which, ag I was informed,
actors come from Chai-tang on the second day of the
second month and’ replesent a series of plays, From here
onwards the road winds to such an extent, that foot
passengers froquently go straight across the hills and in
that way shorten their journey considerably. About four
and a half miles below Lung-tan a large and flourish-
ing village is reached, called Ho-pei, which stretches
along the left hank of the river for a distance of at
least a verst, and contains neat shops and a beautiful
monastery. It also boasts a theatre, which is visited
by the Chai-tang dramatists during the fair held on
the second of the third month. The river here i very
broad, andon its opposite bank lies the little village of
Ho-nan. After leaving Ho-pei we crossed to the right
bank of the river by a long wooden bridge, at a short
distance below which the Liu-li receives a small tribu-
tary from the south, whose valley is said to lead to the
monastery of Tan~che-sze (mentioned above), a distance
of t;hxrty {i. Then, continuing southward along the
", river, we passed the villages of Ho-si and Ho-tung, near



~ which are mors picturesque temples, and took our noon-
day rest at a solitary jnn, called Kan-hor, which stands
at an elevation of 522 feet above the ses, and is distant
 from Fang-shan-hien thirty-five li.  From here we again
started down the right bank of the river, in a southerly
direction for a short distance, and thefi crossing by a
wooden bridge of some ®ixty paces [n length to the
opposite bank, our road left the-river and took an
easterly direction. We then crosséd a low 1a.ntfe of
* hills, where.coal mines were vis1b1e, and afterw"xmds gra-
dually 'descended onto the plain, where the “country
became moxe open. Continuing  eastward. through the
villages of Pei-che-ying and Shang-wan, and alonfr deep
sunken roads, we reached a place called Chnng—lo—sae v
three and o half hours after leaving Kan-hor, and
there halted for the night. = This place stands 446
. feet above the sea, though it appears to be on the plain.
June 3rd~In order to avoid the overpowering
heat of the day as much as possible, wo started at two
o'clock in the morning, and half an hour afterwards found
i ourselves at the great Lu-kou bridge on the Hun-ho. I
" have already mentioned this celebrated bridge in a
former section, but I may be allowed here to make sorme
- additional remarks on it, though the subject has been
treated of by the commentators on Marco Polo’s
travels who have derived their information from Chinese
gources. ' Asis well known, the great traveller men-
tioned the existence, in the thirteenth century, of a
splendid stone bridge at this spot, consisting of
twenty-four arches which spanned the Sanghin
river, and reasured 800 paces in lemgth. Now
“Sanghin " is evidently the Chinese name “ Sang-kan "

180 ) JOURNEY T0O THE
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which, as we have seen above, is one of bhe hames
of the Hun-ho* Tor a long while it was thought that
the bridge described by Marco Polo was that existing
in the same locality at the present day. Even Pauthier
_appears to have entertained this view. But that able
tor of Marco Polo, Colonel Yule, dréw attention to the
et that Polo’s deseription did not aceord with the bridge
as it stands at the present day ; and though he was aware
that the old bridge was destroyed in the seventeenth
century, he does not appear to have known of the inter
esting narrative of the Jesuit Missionary Intorcetta,
who gives an account of the old bridge and deseribes its
falling in as an eye-witness.T According to the Chinese
annals the first bridge over the Flun-ho was built during
the years 1189 to 1199 A. b, and mention is often
made of it in the histories of subsequent centuries on
oceasions when repairs were undertaken. In former
times the Hun-ho appears to have been a much more
formidable and more dangerous stream than now-a days;
for though Marco Polo and the old Chinese annalists
~ assert that it was navigable in their day, it is now no
» longer so, while the floods it sends down have ceased to
be dangerous for many years past. No aceurate deserip-
tion of the bridge seen by Marco Polo is to be found in
Chinese works, and even its complete destruction in 1668,
as recorded by Intouotta, appears not to be mentioned
by the Chinese. But a marble slab erec ed near the

* Bee Pauthier’s) Marco LPolo, p. 349, The Persian his
tonan Iashid- eddm, a contempomr) of Marco Polo, nlso calls the
river “ Sanghin,” .

t See Compendiosa narvatione dello stato della Missione
'O'in‘cse, &, by Fr. Prospero Intorcetta, Rome, 1672, pp. 65 and 78,



Lase . JOURNEY TO THE

Q.

present iaridge ‘announces that it was built by the

FKmperor Kang-hi, whose reign extended from 1662 to
1728. Intorcetta calls the bridge by its true name Lo~
keu,” and states that it was one-third of a mile (Italian?)
in length, but this measurement is evidently an exagger-
ation ; Marco Polo says 800 paces, and he is about
- correct,  Intorcetta does. not give the. number of
arches, but only relates that on the 25th July 1668 two
of them gave way,and that in August of the same year
the entire bridge fell in, Among the ruins he found a

stone slab bearing an old Chinese inscription, which is

very significative of the importance of this river-cross-
ing. This congisted of a verse to the effect that if the
bridge were destroyed, Peking would be left without
rice and without coal. Thus the inscription appears to
have bad its origin at a date anterior to the construction
of the Grand Canal. The length of the present Lu-
kou bridge is 350 paces, and it rests on ten arches. As
regards ornamentation, I may mention that at 'each end
the bridge is supported on the foreheads of two marble
elephants, while the balustrades are embellished with
280 small figures of lions carved in marble—=140 on
each side.

On crossing to the left bank of the Hun-ho, one
first of all arrives at the little village of Lu-kou-kiao
and then passes through the small walled town of Kung-
tsi-cheng, A few versts fartbler on, along an exceed-
ingly sandy road, a beautiful triumphal arch is reached,
marking the end of the paved road leading from
Peking in this direction. This is a road built of great
square blocks of stone, and reminds one of the. ancient
Via Appia at Rome, Alongit I now travelled for a
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distance of seven versts, when I arrived at the Chang-
yi gate of the Chinese town and once more entered
Peking,

_ In the above sketch of my journey I have deseribed,
from personal knowledge, the northern and southern
roads leading to the coal mines and to the Po-hua-shan ;
but there are also several other roads leading across the
hills direct to these places, and called by the Chinese
the Chumng-tao, or “ middle roads.” Not having travelled

over these myself, I could only indicate them on my
map approximately, partly from @ references to the

Chinese map of the region (in the above-named work,
Yi-tsang-tsou-yi), and partly from information afforded
by the Roman Catholic missionaries and various natives
of the hills, who were well acquainted with the roads.
By these hill-routes the distance between Peking and
Chai-tang, the chief coal depdt,  is 1imterially
shortened, but they cross a considerable number of

ridges and are very difficult to traverse. They are

mostly used during the rainy season, when the beds of the
 rivers along which (as we have seen above) the other
roads lead are in an impassable condition. If one
of these hill, or middle, roads is to be followed between
Peking and Chai-tang or the Po-hua-shan, it is neces-
sary first to proceed to Ma-~yii on the Hun-ho, and there
cross the river, after which one soon reaches the hills;
the way then leads through Men-tou-kou and Wang-
ping-kou (kow means defile) to Sang-yii and Chai-tang.
A portion of the road here consists of stone steps and
dates from the fifteenth century. Before reaching Sang-
yii the road leading direct to the Po-hua-shan branches

G
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off, and as far as I was able to see from the summit “o‘f‘;‘
the latter, it follows the tops of the ridges. Another
straight road to the Chai-tang coal mines starts from the
village of San-kia-tein, whichis, as I have already,
remarked above, the place where the coal is transferred
from the mules, who bring it down from the hills, to the
camels destined to transport it to Peking. All the
routes starting from San-kia-tein follow more or less the
course of the Hun-ho—some on the right bank and some
on the left—and eventually debouch on the northern
yoad (that followed by me outwards to the Po-hua-shan)
riear Hia-ma-ling. Near the village of An-kia-chuang
the river is crossed by means of a ferry and occa-
sionally by means of bridges.
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VLY AN T eI T



