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Saharanptir on the south, PAURI GAEHWAL on the east 
across the Ganga, Sirlwsoor state of Himachal Pradesh 
and Chakrata across the Yamuna on the west and hy 
district Tehri Garhwal on the north, Chakrata 
Tailsil on the other hand consists of the area 
lying between the Yamuna and its tributary Tons 
and its main physical feature is the great ridge 
of water-shed between the two rivers. The Tahsil 
is surrounded by Tehri Garhwal district on the 
nortViand east, Tahsil Dehra IHin on south- east 
and Himachal Pradesh on the west.

The district has a fairly high rain-fall 
with an average of 76.33”; but there are no 
floods on account of excellent natural drainage 
and a porous soil. The climate is, therefore, 
moist and being sheltered from the suneer hot 
winds and winter cold winds is less exposed to 
the extremes of temperatures.

From the social and cultural points of 
view the people of this district fall into  ̂

jbpncxaaax two broad groups. The area known 
as Jaunsar Bawar comprising almost the whole 
of Chakrata Sub- Division has its own way 
of life entirely different from that of the 
Dun valley. The culture of Jaunsar Bawar 
presents highly interesting features from 
anthropollgical or social aspects of study 
but in as much as the area itself was not 
affected by the Influx of the refugees it 
would not be necessary to consider it in the 
discussions which follow. The refugees almost 
exclusively settled in the Boon valley, 
where they wrought a great change.



and The population of the Bun, valley has been
ground. always rural as well as urban. Apart from the

Municipalities and the Tovm Areas, the Society 
■ in tkK rest of the district is rural. The ^

main Industry is agriculture and its chief !
produce is rice and sugarcane. There is no

I

pressure on land and the holdings are quite
economical. Generally a cultivator can
raise sufficient crop for his needs. The j
post-war rise in theprlces of agricultural I
commodities enabled him to live a life of \

 ̂ * Eomparative peace and comfort. Like farmers
\

all over the country, the Dun peasant is a 
contented, unambitious and simple man, who 
has to toil harder than his brother in the 
plains, to raise a crop on a hard and teilly 
soil,

1 The climate of Dehra Dun is particularly 
suited to the cultivation of tea and the dlst- )
rict is dotted all over with tea gardens 
employing considerable labour. Another

■4 .principal industry of the district Isforestry
which provides employment to a large number ■'
of people.

Thus rural society has uptil nov/ main­
tained simplicity in life, humility in be- >
havlour and tinenviability in character with I
no problems to be solved, no divergent ideo- ;

logies to be reconciled or dissatisfaction 
to be removed. j

The centres of urban population were *j
before the partition, the principal cities 
and cantonments and a few townships then in 
their infancy. The cantonments started 
originally as small localities of military
personnel and although after the war many I



l*'i.i«j|&<i.-'vi §b is >1

V ^  other people came to live there, the cantonments
retained their basic pattern. There were certalnl|t

their
a mamber of other establishments such as/ shops 
and the cinemas run by civilians but they were pri­
marily intended to servfe i the needs of the military.

The members of the armed forces lived a type , |
of life that was, at its best, only an imitation of I

■ -■  t
ithe English society. With their high salaries they j

I were not confuonted with may economic problems and
I a number of special facilities such as the supply
I of food-grains and consumer goods or liquor from !

military canteen enabled them to live a far better ^
life than any other section of the society. Yet, I

i
on the eve of the partition,they had seen too j
much of the war and were tired. More than anj’- 
other class of people they wanted respite from 
the arduous duties and were determined to make 
merry while the going was easy. 1

I I/ In the cities there were smly two classes . i
I iI of society, the service class and the business |
I community, !

The war time boom had brought about a j
considerable Increase of business; some of ;

men
the business/had amassed wealth so easily and 
in so short a period that they came to set 
store more by their vile tricks than by the 
cleanliness of their methods or reliability of 
their words or the integrity of their character.
When the partition came the business bonanza i

i
had not ended. This class of sociiiity then by :
its very nature was indifferent to all except
that which concerned it and was sceptical of
all social and political reforms. Culturally,
it had no special features, only it was a |
little more conservative than other classes '

1.1
of society. The business community was self- i
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' satisfied and a e«3.W*i4a^ class. It had no labour ,
problems to solve or commercial difficulty to overcome. 1

.- •(, I'i '

\;|vC ' labour class was mostly drawn fror/i people from
hills who were satisfied with little and were gener- fi ally honest. ‘ |

But the most peculiar feature of the urban i

life of Dehra Dun has always been the preponderance i
, ^  • 0̂ “ the government officials, including military

■ personnel. Apart from those who are posted
here for some time there is a large number of 

^ : ' ' persons who have retired from service and haveI Srown roots here. They have acquired some pronerty
here, all have a comfortable house with a garden 
and a few pets;and their Interests and amusements 
do not extend beyond these limits. They live a 
cloistered life, blissfully unaware of the chang­
ing times.

was perhsips for these reasons as well 
§  as for its excellent climate that Dehra Dun came

to have‘too good public schools, the Dun School 
and Colonel Brown's School on the pattern of 
hnglish public schools. There were, of course, 
number of other educational institutions of the ^
type met with elsewhere but the educational ' j
sphere too, on the eve of the partition, pre- j
sented no special problem, -

And then the 'Partition' came. The ominous 
P  clouds of disturbances which had been gathering

on thw political horizon suddenly burst in the 
partition of the country into a havoc of commu­
nal frenzy• v^ommunal relations in India were 
never so strained as during 1946-47 and never 
did distrust, hatred and fraticidal warfare ofl 
such unprecedented magnitude prevail in the 
country. From March to December 1947 an exodus ,



investigation^was undertaken on a scholarsl^ ;|■ |l
from the Government of India for research in the ;]

i ■;
humanities awarded to the author in October, 1964, j;

For sometime past there had been a steady 
deterioration in the general law and order situation

jin the district, particularly in the City,. Especially 
noticeable were the facts that in the great majority [r’ ) 1of cases, the reftigees were involved in some fonn or 
lother, and that they were usually younger than 

1 others. They had come here bereft of most of their
wordly possessions with a cynical despair towards 
the social values and the ability of the Government

.
to rehabilitate them. Yet their attitude was, like 
the visible top of an iceberg, only a small part >

I of their personality, not very significant in the
R  larger context; for beneath the surface lay the
I  dark huge mass of a troubled mind. It was, theBefore,
f tempting to assume that the rise in the incidence *I of crime was another proof of Saying that men

were, after all, creatures of circumstance. It 
was another aspect of this problem, however, that 
offered to us a more interesting field of study.

If the impact of these circumstances was so
tremendous upon g r o m  up minds, how much more was
it bound to be on immature minds? This then was ,
the question which posed itself before us, How
were the young minds shaping themselves in the
new circumstances?

This essay is a modest attempt to answer this 
question. Its purpose has been to observe juvenile 
delinquency in a limited sphere, as it is affected 
in the Higher Secondary Schools by the influx of |
refugees in this district. It lays no claim to 
spurious originality for the ideas expressed herein, | 

must acicnowledge its indfebtedness to many I
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Social, cultural The human personality is a complex interplay of  ̂and economic i

,'Icondition in various factors and its expression is moulded, to a ^.jDehra Dun. ’ l |
-f certain extent even determined, by environment in !
i which it grows. The refugee child who came to these
i} ■ . .
, parts of the country was not only a symbol of uprooted ^
> humanity and of political upheaval but also of a i
■I great social and cultural revolution. In order

■that this change may be jK>preciated it is necessary '
"fco study the enviromment into which the refugee

I child was so suddenly intuoduced.
^ !■,j It is a well recognised fact that its peculiar ■J cTiltural atmosphere, social pattern and the economic

set up of a placeor region are largely the outcome

of its geographical position and of historical
^ i

development. In more than one respects Dehra Dun 
i presents certain peculiar features to which it is l|
I necessary to call attention. We may, therefore, ^
I t o n  to a brief account of the physical features
I of the district, and to the social pattern and !
I its economy as these existed on the eve of the i
I partition and then proceed to mark the changes |
I which were brought out as a result of the influx I
I of refugees.
I Ihe district of Dehradun has an area of aI Setting.
I little over 10,6 lacs acres, a very large part j
I which consists of hills and valleys and rivers ![ ■with abounding forests, all making this district I

a region of great natural beauty with salubrious  ̂ j ,

climate all the year round. It is divided into ’
two sub- divisions of Dehra Dun and Chakrata. ii Dehra Dun Tahsil comprises the Dun valley en- "
closed by Siwalik hills on the south, the Yamuna

on the west, the outer fc r p  of the Himalayas . |
I 0*1 the north. The Tahsil is bordered by district
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« of about four million people continued from West- 

js^s^. Punjab, Sindh and N»W*F»P<, There were Sikhs and ;
: Hindus from the Punjab and Sindh and Pathans from j

N.W.F.P., who had been driven out of their homes. , |
Never in history were atrocities of such dimensions |
committed, never did fanaticism assume such 1
heinous forms, never did men become so irration- j
ally inhumane and never was the name of religion 
and patriotism so basely exploited.

All this happened because Muslim League |
had put the partition of the country asthe price 
for its freedom and nô  consideration for the mine- !

of itie. i
rity In the two states or »  xk task involved !
in evacuating them from the danger spots could 
make the Muslim League turn from its demand for 
the partition of the country. The exodus of 
the Hindus from Pakistan to India far exceeded 
the fear of even the most pessimistic political 
leader and for a time consumed all the energies 
of the government in making this exodus as 
little difficult as possible andin rehabilitating 

’ the persons who had come here.
The Indian Independence Act, recognising

the partition of India into two independent
Dominions of India and Pakistan came into j
force on August 15, 1947. Exactly a year before, t, ...
had begun vrith the great Calcutta Killing of
August 16, 1946, the sorry tale of mass murder
and arson, which, was followed by Noakhali and
Bihar. For sometime the uncertalntyabout
the exact line of demarcation between India
and Psiliistan caused further deterioration in
the situation in the Punjab, N.W.F.P. and
Bengal. There in the Mi,islim quarters, the j
embers of religioni3 hatred were smouldering,
as early as in. March but the publication of /'*

.... .1,



the Radcliffe Award on ^i^ust' 11, 1947, fanned these f e e l ^ ^ L  
into a terrible hoideanst. On that day many Hindus living 
in the district gone to Pakistan became foreigners to the 
land of their birth; with one stroke all ties of culture and 
society, all bonds of affection had been snapped. /

We are concerned in this study with the effect of the ?; 
arrival of these people in our country. It is, therefore, 
necessai'y to know the background of their society and cul­
ture from which they were drawn.

Even since the beginning history the Punjab has been 
historically important, economically prosperous, politically 
less stable and culturally multi-coloured. Before the 
advent of the British, the Punjab had been historically the 
gateway to India. It has received not only bands after 
bands of invaders and conquerors but also repeated infusions 
of foreign culture and its people had, therefore, acquired

i'remarkable degree of adaptability to the changing conditions. 
The people are sturdily built and being prosperous have not i 
been very much interested in politics. The,province was * 
predominated by non-Muslims in financial and proprietoryi

interests, in fact in every sphere except in numbers. Accord­
ing to the 1941 census, the Hindu-Sikh population of West 
Punjab was 32.04 lakhs, of N.M.F.P. 3,6 lakhs, and of Bahawal- 
pur state, 2.4 lakhs, thlis making a total of 41.94 lakhs.

We may now take a birds eye.view of situation in the 
district of Punjab reviewing them alphabetically for the 
sake of convenience. '

AtfOCK. was the last town of the Punjab on the Gnahd Trunk 
Road with 92.42;^ Muslim population. Even in March .ta 1947 the 
communal riots were of such nature and magnitude that the 
Hindus were not left in any doubt of their fate in case the 
partition was accepted by the political leaders of the coun­
try, The result was that the evac^tiony by the Hindus had 
began somewhat earlier in this district.



BAHAWALPUR state the Nawab had assured the
non-Musl'lms of safety but he went away to -'England j
and remained there till the end of September. The •
fury of the disturbances could not be checked beyond «• / i
the first week of September and involved a huge loss ' |
of life. 1

In DjiRA ISMAIL KHAh with Q'7% Muslim population
1,'fi , there was no great loss o f ‘life because of the assis- '
If' • ‘ tance rendered by the authorities, particularly
'■ ''' ' military, although the loss of property was considerable.

Evacuation ^  the Hindus had begun towards the close
of August.

GUJRAIWALA had a number 'of industrial centres 
' t v  , chiefly in Komoke and Immabad, all controlled by

the non-Muslims. There were practically no dis- '!i
turbances in March and April but, soon after the \

i Boundary Award was given, stabbing cases began and i
the loss of life and property was widespread. The I
movement of the non-Muslim population began ;just ;
after the Independenceday.

GUJEAT is on the southern border of Kashmir 
^ and then hdd a population of Q5,58% Muslims. The 
' relations between the two communities were, however,

" . so cordial that the Hindus and Sikhs attended the
Independenceday celebration with enthusiasm but j
soon afterwards the hooligans spread panic and I
the situation rapidly deteriorated.

In JHANG district unrest began soon after 
the 16th August, There was studied massacre and 
plunder on a mass scale, in some cases abetted 
by the authorities, bn 25th August, the District 
Magistrate of Jhang Issued orders banning movement j
of persons out of the district with any thing ' ii
which they could not carry on their own persons. ?

JHELAM had a majority, S9%^ of Muslims and 
v: , ̂ the disturbances started soon after the announce-



announcemen't of th© Boundary Award but one of the 
principal characteristics of the disturbances here 

L ■ V : that the‘Muslims attacked the Hindus and the
I ’ Sikhs not on the religious grounds but for personal
w. , "" ■' gain.
k *M'
E, LAHORS 80% of labour and capital were
Il’r ’'"' . controlled by non-Muslims. There were, however,
>' veryserious disturbances in March and the feelings
■ between the communities ware taEHssx very tense.

Lahore was not only the metropolis administratively 
 ̂ . but also the political focus of the state. In August

the Muslim League held meetings on iOth and ilth 
and immediately afterwards greater destruction and 

started. Movement of the Hindus started 
when Lahore was burning fiercely.

, LYALLPUR on account of its agricultural
; P^oppsrity had long been known as the granary

of the country. It had always been financially 
rich, economically prosperous and industrially 
thriving district. On account of the excellent 
^^^L®ty of cotton and wheat grown here, a large 
number of cotton ginning and weaving mills and 
^lour mills had sprung up and there was a large 
number of grain markets, all controlled and 
managed by non-Muslims. Situation was calm 
'till the 26th but afterwards there was the usual 
killing and looting.

In MIAMALI district with 86,7^ of Muslim - »
population there were no disturbances until 
September i947 but soon afterwards the minority 
community was compelled to flee for life.

: MOHTOGOMERY Was inhabited by only 69%
■ of Muslims but the Boundary Award had assigned

a part of it to India which on account of the I
; fact that the non-Muslims had proprietary :i

ii'.' 1 iCDdX9CK*X ■ '.(1
'■ ♦--••.w  I , ♦JSfrr --- l ' *  ' '  -I



interest in business and/culture infuriated the 
Muslims to a frenssy of murder and plunder and 

||.i'’,,‘7 arson. The disturbances began ^ust after the
ilth August and the Hindus began their evacuation 
about that time.

V *’■ ., 1 Even in March the situation was bad In
MULTAN, As the 16th August approached,the

I . non-Muslim population intended to move out,
I, ■ii-''[ ; but the lack of transport made their movement

so difficult that emigration was hardly effective 
I till the first week of October but by then the
j non-Muslims had immensely suffered in life

and property in the district. There were large-i-'- ■
scale forced conversions in the rtiral areas,

I , MUZAFFARGARH district had 86.42?^ of
Muslim population. The disturbances began 

■ from the 20th August and reached their peak
towards the first week of September, Mass 

, conversion was chief feature of the distur-
, bances and, therefore, the loss of. life was

not very,, great as compared to the loss of 
I property.
I' RAWALPINDI had 80^ Muslim population.

The people had been known for their sturdy 
\ " health and tall stature, qualities highly

valued in the armed forces and for a long
Er...' ■ time the district had been a very good rec­

ruiting centre for the army and other defence 
services. Aljnost all villages, therefore, 
had retired military men possessing fire 
arms and skilled in using them. The March 

i; riots had been so serious here that most
K  of the rural areas had been evacuated by
P' the non-Musllras. The August disturbances
f*"; were thus chiefly directed towards the

cities. Arrival of the Muslims frl® the



§L
(d the problem.
I had a population of 86̂  of Muslims 
Sikh villages were scattered throughout 
the centres of the non-Muslim popula- 

,nly the cities. Large scale conversion 
. was also made while they were implicated 
'S and their property was either forfeited 
usurped or plundered.
P’(JBA with 81.15% Muslims is the birth 
Nanak and the Sikhs have been mainly 
or all developments - agricultural or 
Disturbances began soon after the 11th 
arrival of Muslim refugees and their 
Ited the local Muslim population to 
Hindus. Meanwhile the means of

1 communication and transport were not available to
f " the non-Muslims and so with their meagre belongings
t' the Hindus walked on foot on their journey out
1̂,

of the hell. The movement had begun by 20thtI August 1947.
. The district of S3LALK0T , well known for its

; ' sporty industry was poixlated by 62% Muslims and was
of historical and religious importance. On July
11, a bomb was thrown which created panic and by

■/ . the 12th August plunder and arson and murder were
so serious that the movement ^ of the people began,

SmlgratifiD Before the port of Karachi assumed Its presentfrom S1ndb,
prosperity, the poverty of Sindh had been proverbial.
It wâ s a drag upon the central revenues. Without 
substantial help from the GoverjMffltit, the province 
could not gm subsist at all. Above all until the 
very day of partition, politics in Sindh had always 
been unstable and uncertain.

Sindh had a population of 70.7% of Muslims 
and agriculture was the chief occupation of the 
people. Dnlike the Punjab the Hindus in Sindh



upon the rich Muslim population 
and their minority and poverty had made them docile 

' hy nature,
i Sindh did not have any disturbance until the
I arrival of the Muslim refugees who began to wreak

vengeance for their misfortunes on the non-Muslims.
It is needless to say that in this they had the 
support of the local Muslim population. The result 
was that the existence of Hindus was not only made 
diffldult but also rendered impossible. There was 

; large scale lotrting and murder in which it is
said that even the Government Officials took

I
 part. There was thus only one course left open

to Hindus and that was to flee as fast they could.

But when the exodus began on a large scale the 
Government started the permit system on the 15th 

* -  . February 1948 which put them to greater inconvenience
and expense because only a few permits could be 
given in a day and that too after the sulamlssion 

' ' of a clearance certificate. Further-more despite
Indo-Pak Agreement the emlgi*ants were searched 
at the border and many of their belongings con­
fiscated. The authorities were indifferent and 
helpless and the Hindus greatly suffered.

Nevertheless there was no large loss of 
life in Sindh although the loss of property was 
considerable. More than 83% of the Hindu popula­
tion left Sindh and the remaining are still inclined 
to do so.

Em1gratinn Inhabited by tall and sturdy people, proud
from the
N.W.F.P, and bold, indifferent to all personal risk, adven­

turous, the people of N.W.F.P, are a mixture of 
opposites in their nature, kind and cruel, extra- 
vagant and extortionate, loyal and vindictive to 

^  the same degree,
9  The province is populatit&. by 91.7 percent



® of Muslim^ Kie Hindus were in helpless minority l i v i n ^ S L
chiefly in the urban areas and paying approximately ^
80 percent of the income-tax of the province. Besides I

 ̂ the financial power weilded by the Hindus the political ;
reins of the province were held by the Congress Party 

B  under the leadership of the Khan brothers and accession j
1 of the N.W.F.P. to Pakistan was more a matter of chance *
m  than a part of calculated plan. The issue should have

indeed been decided by the provincial assembly but Mr.I Jinah succeeded in getting the approval of his suggestion
for referendum on the ground that the assembly with the 
Congress predominance was not the real representative 
of the people. The Pathans had already set forth a 
claim for an independent state for themselves and so 
in the riiferendum there would have been three alternatives 
feefore the people - accession to India, accession to[ Pakistan and the formation of an independent Pathanistan
but the Governor- General having refused to consider the 
third alternative, there remained before the people 
only two proposals. Bitterly frustrated, many people 
did not even go to polls and this fact contributed in 
a large measure to the Muslim League victory and so the 
N.W.P.P. went to Pakistan,

The success of arousing the Muslim Pathan of 
H.W.F.P. to religious hatred and communal fanaticism, 
to murder and plunder of Hindus Is due to the Muslim 
League. The distance between N.W.F.P. and the IndianI  border, the, lack of transport and the absence of security
measures earlier than the end of January 1948 were some I

of the many difficulties which beset the non-Muslim |
emigrant on his way to India and many deeds of bravery ,
and sacrifice and suffering were performed on that 
journey. But between August 1947 and January 1948 there 
was an orgy of destruction of life and property, 

e^jjifluai.; of «The persecuted minorities,” vSays Jacques Vernat ,



in. *̂ 110 i^iagee in the Post war World %  “fled en masse *
|| . from their burning towns and villages, leaving behind
gift t: their kith and kin who were slaughtered by the thousand,”

refugees stomed every means of transport, crov/ding 
. on the roofs of ever-loaded railway carriages and 

' using every available vehicle; a great number fled
on foot athe cost of indescribable suffering, often 

. ■ ' fatal. It is the biggest migration of a population
our era has known, perhaps the biggest of all times,

M':. . \ The movement began towards the end of August
ft and the early part of September 1947, and in 42 days
1  (September 18 to October 29), 24 non-Muslim foot columns,
H  8,49,000 strong with hundreds of bullock-carts and
9  heads of cattle had crossed the border into India.
■  The railways between August 27 and November 6, 1947
I  carried 13,62,000 non-Muslims into India. Motor
|H transport in one month alone consumed a million
M  gallons of gasoline, while chcipritered air crafts
B  flew over 21,000 non- Muslims into India upto Nov-
9  ember 21. At the same time evactation from Sind
9  had been proceeding by sea, and rail. By November
H  . 21, nearly 133,000 non-Muslim evacuees had been
9  7 V . cleared, from Sind by steamer and country craft.
9  ' From Hyderabad (Sind) two trains ran for a long
9 , ’; ' time dally carrying refugees to Jodhpur,
pinfiwV 6f ' Being Punjab’s next-door neighbour, U.P.
Up., ' was naturally most affected part of the country,

, - and although the refugees gradually spread all
over the country, it was here that most of them 

’ made their permanent home. On December 1, 1947
there were nearly 2,80,000 persons, and in 1948 
421,340; by 1961 this figure had risen to 4,75,772,

The western districts of U.P. particularly 
igjaiJaiifa Du]q Dehra Dun, Saharanpur, Meerut and Agra being
1̂ ^  nearer to the abandoned areas and having a somewhat



climate attracted evacuees most. PopulationKJ^3»tVlA';P
.* , statistics show that about 60^ of displaced persons

‘ concentrated in the eight western districts 
this,^^state. Dehra Dun by virtujj'e of its projflmlty 

^ 8 |S; ' climatic affimlty to the affected areas was the
favoured spot for them, particularly those from >

’ "it"' Bannu, Kohat and Peshawar. The number of refugees
 ̂ Ir; f'rcan West Pakistan, who entered Dehra Dun, is as

follows :-
ra 1946 229
H  1947 30,006
H  1948 20,907I 1949 16I I960 10I 1951 ' 1

I 1948, the total refugee population in the district |
■  was 51,106, in 1960, 44,658, and in 1951 it was * I
B  47,180. The fall off in refugee population afters'

" 1948 can be explained by the movement of refugees"'1
fe out of this district firstly because it offered them
O' little scope for employment and secondly the to’i-mit ^
I'::! itself afforded poor living accomodation.

Homeless,, jobless and penniless, the immigrants 
had naturally, to face a host of difficulties in the 
beginning, but their primary needs were food and 
shelter, clothing and gainful employment. If in 

i, these spheres of life the struggle for existence
was keenest for the refugees, it was also in these

’*'■ ' i»Yvp-vnfre4aspects that their coming directly u»;^ftged upon
the lives of the other people of the district. In
the rigours of food rationing, in the acuter shortage
of housing accomodation, and in the encroachment
by the refugees on local, particularly small-scale
business, but above all in the attitude of refugees
towards it, the local population felt that its ' j



. ' ■' .. ;,̂  .

charity and sympathy were misplaced at least in some 
3  instances, and. that the influx of refugees'had brought
B  in its train more difficulties than blessings. ... _
^ ^ T he food Even before the partition the country was"

importing food grains to feed Its teeming millions, ;i.
jl. . but now with the exclusion of^^^rts of the Punjab
H B  * and Bengal the food problem became very acute,

^  Government^ had, therefore, to make the existing
rules of food grain rationing more rigid by framing 
new rules and to import food grains in greater 

|’jM| quantities. The country on the whole was sincerely
.sympathetic towards the refugees but there v/as a 

 ̂̂  lurking suspicion in the minds of the people that 
it was due. to refugees that they had to undergo 
these hardships. ^

Housing There was an acute shortage of residentialf?;î jProblem.
aceododatlon. This problem assumed a colossal 

^ H r  magnitude as by day the stream of migration increased
H | B  in volume. These refugees are seattered in the city

proper and its vicinity. At first the refugees 
were accomodated by charitable persons, but asI  their number increased, other provisions had to
be made. Exit the problem was aggravated by two 
factors: one, by the offering of very lucrative 
'•pugaree" by the rich refugees to the landlords, 
and two, the behaviour of the refugees as the 
most privileged guests, first forcibly or unlaw­
fully taking possession of the houses and later 
refusing to pay rents or harassing the landlords 
in various ways, and otherwise uncouth behaviour 
towards people., The first factor caused an in­
ordinate increase in the rents of the houses and 
took away this type of accomodation out of the reach 
of the ordinary refugee, while the second circum­
stance developed a sort of resentment towar-ds 
the refugees on part pf the local inliabitants.



. . .  -  ^
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Seme occupied the houses vacated by the Muslims who 
had fled to Pakistan, or some managed to rent a quarter 
even some of the well-to-do among them purchased 
houses which were lying vacant when they came to 
Dehra Dun. But the major section of the refugees 
is to be found living in camps and colonies con­
structed by the Government.

’ With the influx of refugees, the Government
found it necessary to convert the military barracks 
of Prem Nagar into a Refugee Relief Camp, The 
character of this Camp has now changed. It has 
now been given the status of township and the refugees 
have been allotted houses as owners in ient-ial 
settlement of their claims for abandoned property 
in Pakistan,

1
Further, the D.P. Government started a colo­

nization scheme, under which five colonies providing j
the following accomodation came into being'.

• ---------------------- 1--------------- 5---- ------!!---------------
Colonies. ii Shop- cum- 5 B- Type S Stalls.

5 residence ii 5 |
______________________ I______________ _ 5______ g_______________ j
Patel Nagar 300 30 176
Govind Nagar 48 45 - i
Rishikesh 120 - 70
Choharpur 100
Prem Nagar 1,263 - -

•Shop- cum - residence’ quarters consist of two rooms, j
16' X 19' each, with a verandah on either side, and ii
B. Types are single - roomed quarters with a verandah 
on either side without any bath room, Bath rooms and 
water taps are all coaimon. The distinction between j
these two types of accomodations consists in nothing \

■j
more than in number of rooms,

■'tCivil lines is the preserve of the well- to- do 'i

..



Karanpur has the largest refugee population in 
| ^ » |  the city and is typical of the conditions prevailing 

I , Ifil': in other quarters of the city. It is a very old
^ part of the city and was predominantly Inhabited by
M ■ Muslims who left their houses vacant when they
I fled to Pakistan during communal disturbances.f  These houses are small, dirty, often delapidated,

ill-ventllated and in a poor state of over - all 
existence. Usually a house is occupied by two fami­
lies, having 12 members on the average.

The population of the city of Dehra Dun in 
1941, was 44,668; in 1951 it rose to 1,16,404 and 
if the population of the ceintonment area is also 
added to it, this figure would be 1,44,216, It 

/ has been estimated that out of the refugee popula- 
^  tion of forty-eight thousand, nearly 12,000 are 

‘ living in the various colonies and camps, about
30,000 within the municipal limits of the city 
which the rest are scattered throughout the district.
Ihls fact alone was bound to have far reaching 
conaequences on every aspect of life in the city.
One result we have already noted was shortage of 

‘ housing accomodation; another was over-crowding
. _ ' of families in the houses;and the third was the

; of insanitary conditions in general
, 'i' in the city. But besides these^could find some

shelter there always remained a considerable nuraber 
V which put up a poorly inaprovised camp by the road

I side.

j t ^ o b i Bvery war brings in its wake economic depression 
. and mass unemployment. World War II, which had

just then ended was ho exception. Partition 
of the country, coming at such time, doubly in- ^

^Sj, creased the misery of the people; those who had
lived:here no less than those who came suffered, I

fiifflculty of the Government in finding  ̂• :J



if-Lsi, employment for a large number of people who had been 
driven into this country was greatly Increased. The 

y K B  Government did much to alleviate the sufferings of
the refugees, by usefully employing them as best it 
coiold. It also extended financial aid to help themR"'i
start SDiall- scale industries to enable them to 

I earn their living, but this help was abused in many
vf cases.

^his economic crisis was undoubtedly brought
about by exclusive concentration of the refugees
in the city and their utter dependence upon non~

?V: agricultural occupations. The census figures of
1961 definitely show that the character of the
refugee population is essentially urban; out of
the total number of 47,180 refugees, the urban
population was 45,737 while the rural population

k , 1,443. This point is also evident from
occupational distribution, as given belowj

'! 1* Cultivators of land, wholly or mainly 218
owned, and their dependents.

, ‘ V- Cultivators of land, wholly or mainly 281
; unowned, and their dependents,

f ”■’-1, V Cultivating labourers and their 33 ̂ ' dependents,
Non-cultivating owners of land; agri- 91

' ' * cultural rentier and their dependents
, 5» Production other than agricultural 7,220

rC 6, Commerce 18,634
7, Transport 3,063 }
8. Other services and miscellaneous sources 17,600

\
47,180 ‘

therefore, evident that the refugees in Dehra 
. mostly business-men, industrialists, or given |

other non-agri cultural pursuits. j
The refugees established one business or the " j

!:■ '■'■'■'-■'I
. .. . ■' -...r L- ,

^ ' Vi''-' ' * ' ' ' '̂*'
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(XWJ/J other which expanded the market without any corres---4^

pondi^njincrease in the business. The economic factor 
started working and the marginal enterX^’isers had 

■‘ iWM/i'v close down their business. The crisis was aggra-
 ̂ vated by the high figure of unemployment.

The refugees yho came here were, as seen above, 
mostly drawn from the business class and the Muslims 
who went way to Pakistan mostly belonged to the 

; labour class, and the vacuum could not be filled,
' In such a transitory period it vras difficult

for any one to start any work. Those who had sufficient 
ij'l' ‘ money to invest in business migrated to other places

where they could get better returns. In this district
' u‘ / '

there are neither industrial concerns or business 
organisations nor large Government offices which

I

I' could take up the vrorking class or the clerical per-
>' sonnel. Only manual labour offers scope, but this ts

to be found only in forests and quarries. Many 
refugees families earn their livelihood by picking

7Ijj^me-stones in the Tons river. Refugee women from 
Prem Nagar camp and Panditwari in cantonment took 
up picking tea in Sast,»^Hope Town and Rajendra Nagar 

! Tea Estates, but all these were seasonal occupations
! yielding a pittance of an Income,

Any business was good enough for a community 
which had no work but which refused to beg on the 
streets or depend upon public charity. No work was 
too hard to deter such people, so humble or
low as to discourage them. As vegetable^ and 
v©»ei-cr^, as news-paper agents, cloth-sellers, 
hawkers of toilet goods or tit bits or home-made 
confectionaries, as grocers, as tengawalas or taxi 
drivers, managers of transport companies, as petty

«



restaurateurs, as masons and carpenters, these people 
could be seen anywhere and everywhere making for 

■' themselves a permanent place in the life of Dehra Dun
people. These were the sure signs that Independently 
of the Government aid the refugees would rehabilitate 

I themselves.
I Yet In search of work they could not get, they
[ sometimes wandered into the darker alleys of life.
I ^  excise officer wiio has a long experience of dealing
I with such offenders told us that illicit distillation
I

of liquour andlts clandestine sale had increased 
many fold by the influx of refugees, where as previous­
ly it was confined to the hilly people operating on 
the outskirts of the city and suburbs. A reputable |
social worker confided to us that there had been a !

J'’ , marked increase in social vice amongfi the refugee I
population. There can be nodoubt, as our enquiries 
havfe shown, that in the first instance these avenues 
of business were explored ;just to earn a living but I
they proved so lucrative - and also because they involve I
lesslabour or intelligence - that most of them find 
it impossible to give up.

The Tlie refugees had been up-rooted from theirupheaval. i
homes and had more often than not lost all that they 
had in this world. Their sufferings had considerably 
lessened their sense of social and moral obligation i
and the impact of such a mass of jfep̂ ple upon a 
society, which had not yet recovered from the aftermathI of war, was bound to be tremendous. It was both a
shock and an awakening. The absense of a moral code 
among the refugees shocked the people here but their 
great, almost aggressive, vitality and their irresis­
tible urge for living impressed them.

To the refugees the present meant all and the ' j 
future very little, while the past v>as a memory

, ........................ ......... ..................... .. ....________ ______ _____ ___________________



"Which they' collide not easily forget. The emotional
■ « * ’■'■'" ' ^  ■ i’̂^P^®aval, the sense of insecnrlty, the strangeness '

environment and the memories of the past had '
created a mental conflict and an urest but their
Inexhaustible and irresistible zest for living ha.d i

V , “'^spurred them to an all-out effort to gain a foot-hold
this half known world in which they were thrown. •

V ; Morality and culture, in short the finer senslbiliti- !
les of life, require leisure and peace of mind for ^

i'Xi' '
cultivation and^this time the refugees could not j
pause to think over these notions. The bond of j
moralities had been loosened. Rough and crude j
behaviour, haughty and inconsiderate attitude, sel- I
fish and retationory spirit, perverted imagination j
and a disbelief of others characterised their person- I

i
ality and coloured their actions; each facet of 
their behaviour was the reflection of atrocities 
to -which they had been subjected.

The effect of these conditions upon the faî illy 
life was devastating. Even the most normal of families j 
need to be within visiting distance of relatives or |

y; to be in elbse contact with intimate friends who may !
be called relative - substitues. Upon these we rely j
for variety in companionship, for physical and 
material support in times of illness or other diffi­
culty for emotional supjiort when we are miserable and 
lonely, for encouragement when w© are dependent and 
for stiffening when we are negligent. These are the 
gurantees of the maintenance of our cultural tradi­
tion and the safeguards against demoralisation. Each 
family is part of a constellation of relatives and 
old triends, that is to say, a fraction of a clan- 
like social group which is intermediate between I
it and 'the population at large. A family torn from ,J
this setting by migration to another part, or even by - ̂



^  ̂ bsing T in b, lErg© now'©s'ta'tB among strangors
1 - commimal life, will be deprived of this

social support. If it already contains some element 
instability, then in the reasserting of ^neighbours 

' ‘I'V play— fellows it is likely to be shunned or forced
■to associate with other less desirable families.

||i, ' The effect of uprooting a family and planting
p  ■ ' it elsewhere among strangers has a two-fold effect
1  upon the children.* they are bereft of their habitual
m  playmates, and they are cut off from their favourite
R.: relatives. Whereas in most cases, there is a primary
p T '  )' , tend of affection between the children and their
K'' >'* ' parents these extra-familial severances will hardly
g ‘ . ' .  ̂ matter: their parents are likely to make new friends

' and the children themselves new playmates. But
' ‘ where the relatives have become substitue- parents,

I
 or the child's human world is entirely centred upon

its age- contemporaries, the removal may spell break­
down.

Caught at an age when the mind and personality 
are in making, the refugee children bora the shadoxirs 
of these troublous times as abnormal, sometimes 
delinquent behaviour.

The refugees who came here were drawn from two Ifcackground ^
|q£ ,rg,fvliSQ^S.,t. classes of ^^ople: the rich business community who 
I had fore-seen the ddnger and migrated earlier when
I the going was safe; they had been able to bring here
I with them enough movable property and money to enable
I them to tide over the period till they were suitably
M  rehabilitated; but the great majority of thepeople

came at a time when no property or money could be 
S  brought into the country and the people themselves
W  were of the upper or lower middle classes. The
W  latter class of ^p^ple were sudder0.y faced with



H " ' ■ "•■■' f n y
v A ® y 9 # : f  a hardstruggle for'thelr,.irery existence. But generally■ ■ '■* w '

B
'* Speaking both classes of the people sprang from a

background which apart frcan its prosperity, its sophistication 
and a great energy and zeal for good living, little |

cultural refinements, Again the |
" refugees were educationally baekv/ard because the accdnt i
in their life had always been on trade and business and ,

development of cultural activities was considered ;
to be a profitless proposition, a needless luxury,/' "'i
luiworthj- of their consideration. In a sense, however,

 ̂ they were contented and althoggh most of them were
, 1 ‘ ' literate they had read Just so much as has necessary '

for proficiency in their business and trade. The 
higher education was an uncommon feature of their 
achievements thus when they came here they were curt 
in conversation, rude and stern in behaviour, rough '
in manners and with an educatlo.nal knowledge which i
was largely utilitarian. -!

The refugees in Dehra Dun came principally j
from the H.W.F.P. and the Fiinjab. The Im.W.F.P, was I
the frontier of India, and both its rugged terrain |
and frequent incursions of the tribal people resulting *
in kidnapping, looting and killing had made the 
lives of its tall and hefty people insecure and primitive.
Nor could they escape the influence of the Muslim '
civilization with its 'purdah' system and exclusion >
of women from all social, political and economic acti­
vities; the home inescapably bound its women. Education 
naturally had little use to such people. Pushto was 
the common language of the people, and the Hindus 
too used it in conersation with Muslims; among them­
selves, however, they used a language which was a ^
mixture of Punjabi and Pushto, '

jThe Punjabi refugee was very different. He was
hardj: and industrious and more educated, but he was also 
fond of life and good living.



i m "  But In these parts of the country to which the ^  

refugees came, the #ducational situation was very 
^  different. There was greater literacy in the Punjab,

as following figures of literates in refugee 
m  population will show*-( Age group jj .

1 Male S Female

■ --------------------- -----------L ________________ I_____________________
5 676 461
6 - 9 388 277
10“ 14 714 567
15“ 24 776 586

I
 But general education, specially higher education, was

more widespread in this state. Moreover the standard 
of education was also difinitely higher. The refugees, 
therefore, faced great difficulties in adjusting them­
selves to their environment with their meagre educa­
tional equipment, ito By force of circumstances, 
rather than by choice the refugees sent their children 
to school.

rThere were, howe/er, other difficulties,also.
The first of these difficulties was that of the language 
which was in a sense inevitable and beset them in 
conversation and study. In Punjab, the Punjabi was

I
 the spoken language and with iben Urdu the language

of their written coBimunication, while Gurmukhi was 
with the women. Here it was Hindi which was both 

_ ? spoken and wi'itten by all and at that time of new

I
 gained freedom was tinged with a puritancial fana­

ticism which was not prepared to compromise. This 
immensely increased their difficulty. In spite of 
all efforts on their part, deficiency in children 
lingered on in the form of incorrect pro»oimciation.

The second difficulty was in regard to theS3— '

U  M A R W 3  . .......... ... A
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standard of education, they liad received. The poor 
standard of education up to the higher secondary 
stage of the Punjab had become by-word of cheap 
education. It was eu common thing for a student who 
had consistently failed at the examinationsof the 
U.P. Board to take a chance in the Punjab and come 
off with flying colours. Specially the girls who 
had studied privately at home and the boys who could 
not do well in the schools turned to the Punjab Board 
for success. The difficulty, therefore, of the 
refugee students who joined the schools here can well 
be imagined. Most of them on this account found 
teaching beyond comprehension and consequently 
turned truants or took to more serious delinquent 
behaviour.

 ̂ The third difficulty of adjustment was inherent
in the circumstances. The refugee child, like any 

‘ other child, was anxious to go to the school but |
the parent wanted him to turn to some trade or pro- |

I
fession which could fetch some money. There was i

thus a conflict between child and parents and even |
if the child was allowed to go to the school usually 
he had also to sell vegetables or newspapers or to 
do something to support his family. This meant 
diversion from study. Often he was attracted by ■

I the glitter of gold and the thrill of the free and
adventurous life and he was always willing to give up 
his studies on the slightest pretext. Even if he did 

* not actually leave his school he could hardly concentrate 
on his studies because the focus of his attention 

P  had shifted from the school to the outside world. i
P  Indeed this attitude waa infectious, for other j
a  children also were attracted by the exploits of I
i the refugee child and many of them formed groups |I and indulged in activities, unsuited to their age.



. in the family or In outer ^orld» to 
■■  ̂ -develop In a. congenial atmosphere, nor the moral

resources to dr^-upon in such times of turmoil and
conflict as they had to face on coming here. A

., ' ’ ^^^stration and inferiority complex, of
| l ,  ̂ shyness and ai general reluctance to mingle with/ctildren
Jm  ' ff ■ '0! developed 1%. them.

I ®  ' serious repurcussions. Shut out
ventilation the mind became .- a suffocating room 

where the finer sensibilities were stifled. It developed 
a tendency to brood on imaginary difficulties and 

iniquities of life and engendered an attitude of 
 ̂J ,  ̂ ' , sesentment against the society which had so unjustly
' S  rv treated them. The next step was natural and led out to a

path of abnormal behaviour,

ffl*-Re£B£ee before we consider such behaviour, we
more

' : Closely. So far we have seen the refugees, more or less ;
H  * ^ themselves with its ovai special features, I
«  , background of the society into which they j
«  , , throvm. We must now turn o'lf, attention to its !
M  primary unit- the family.

■  refugee child, as to any other i
S  , . *'*’® family was the nlorooosm of the world at
M  : , family not only for its
H  spiritual, or for protection

!
S  , enabling it to find its way Into the
g  ■ unehartered world outside. The lessons the child has j

S  learnt in the family, are bound to determine, more j
than any other factor,its outlook and atrltude to the

S ' -  *̂’® ®°ha«lons of the family in which a child is
p H  reared therefore deserve attention, ''

aspect the refugee family was : 
?  It had on an average five children^
I and with their parents and usually one other dependent |
I  .̂ Î^tion,has-eight to nine members.



B
'.f’ ' In mio'st other respects, however, the refl^^jL

family was different from its neighbour here. This 
difference was particularly ma.rked in their economic 
conditions. Whatever was its status the refugee family,

I
,; before the partition, was living in its homeland adjusted

"to its economic environment.Mhen it was uprooted and 
' brought into entirely new surroundings, this balance was

profoundly disturbed. Naturally the worst sufferers in 
. " this process was the class of rentiers, the people who'

' had to leave behind their property and who were deprived
by the partition of their principal, sometimes only, 
means.of income. Unaccustomed to manual labour, it was |I  I  this class of people which had to work hardest to contrive

make a living.. But all classes of people v/ere affected.

The economic condition of 150 refugee families
studied in this survey is mimmarised in the table below:
— ■■Qr'OU'PS. No. of f̂ ul̂ illes No. of I’ami.T t ea p

.febfore after, partition^;aartitlon..
I ZERO - 10

II 1 - 60 6 5 7

III 51 - 100 35 46
IV 100 - 150 17 17
V 151 - 200 15 4

VI 201 - 260 14 4

VII 251 - 300 17 6

VIII 301 - Above 46 6 !
-JL ^  150It would thus appear that the lower economic groups

m&st affected by the partition. Before the partition,
there was no family which had no inccme at all, but now
there arer ten such families.

Then the upper economic groups have descended , r esultto lower categbries with the/r-5na±t that the niumber of
,, . -. lowei\groups 1

m  lamxlies/has increasea; foh example, in group II the -1
w- ■ ... i , . , . . i# number of families-'has increased'"from' 6 to 5 7 . In the si
p. last group (VIII) on the other hand, the number has
I ■ fallen from 46 to 6. ■
I . .... _______________________________________________________________________________________________________



average laonthuLy ineome of the family
consists of the wages and. allowances of the head of the Thfl i,
family and other members, and also Income from other

 ̂ sources such as. subsidiary occupation,land or other
I property, contribution from relatives,etc. The followingI t table shows the distribution of families in the various

groups according to their average monthly income:

Serial..,Nq,,,, Ilsasae-SmiELS. .of ■■families. Percentage.
I ZERO 10 6 ,6 %

II 1 to 60 57 38.6 $
III 51 to 100 46 30.8 ;l '
IV 101 to 160 17 11.7
V 161. to 200 4 2.8 %
VI 201 to 250 4 2,8 %
VII 261 to 300 6 3.4
VIII A bove 6 3,4 /o

ZHaZZL-. K)p.o
It is evident from the above table that 46,1 ̂  families
earn below Es 51/~ and 6,5 ^ of them do not earn at all
and are wholly dependent on alms and savings. 0r0.y a very
small portion,3 .4 9̂, has a' decent income, above 5s 300/- p,m,.

Apart from the family, the school is the most i chool iere. important influence which moulds the child. It is thereforê
necessary at this stage to refer to the conditions which
were created in the school as a result of the influx of
refugee students*

The first and most obvious result was the schools 
were over-crowded,and short of accomodation and equipment. 
At the time of 'partition’ the schools were already running 
full classes, the arrival of batches upon batches of 
refugee students created a crisis from which education 
has not yet been able to recover. The haphazard way in 
which this happened aggravated the situation. The Govern- ') 
raent insisted that the ref’ugee students be admitted in |
schools in as large numbers as possible. On the other |
hand in order to help, the refugees bear the burden of ■ '|



educating tiielr children, the Government omred 
substantial aid in the form of freeships, half-free 
ships-and other scholar̂ ŝhips in-respect of tuition 
fees.'niis measure again onJ.,y had the effect of drawing , 
very large number of refugee students to schools. The | 
following statement of governmental aid ip the last > 
three years will bear out this points

: -i
Wo.d- Nature of Concessions ^TotalluISmit '— ^
Free-ship. Cash Grant. !

1953- 54. 1461 2100 ^'547027-0-6
1954- 55, 1766 2007 S s  62,105-6-6
1956-66. 1355 1429 E s  57,952-12-0 . j

____________________________________  I
* ' " " .. ” < .' ' " ...  i

There are eleven higher secondary schools for
boys and six for girls in Delira Dun city. The following :
tables of figures of admissions of displaced students i
in some of the representative and more important schools' shows :of the city/this effect of influx of refugees in the i
educational field. I

D,A.Y. HIGHER SECONDJLRY aCHOOT,. ii
Xgart... T.btal NOt. No.of displaced students Pernentao-p 1 2ZLX211. on. roll in classes VI tnX refn^^

£tgdent3.~'"̂
1947- 8 1180 308 • i
1948- 9 1274 366 28 A  i i
1949- 60 1062 216 g  4 ! i
1951- 2 1162 205 17 8 7 ^
1952- 3 1287 296 22 9 « i
1963- 4 1367 282 ^  % i
1964- 6 1692 284 7? g f ^1955-6 1768 261 vl 7 € 1
1966-7 2070 297 m A  % '
--------------- — --------— -------------------------

MISSION BOYS* HIGHER SECONDARY SOHOOT.
1947-S 85D 2 0 4 * 2 3 , 8 '% '
3S48-9 848 ISO ll 2 i
1949- 50 732 18^ T , ^
1950- 51 716 158 2 ^ 0  /1961-2 766 i4? t  i
1952-3 857 138 ieil

* Figures represent toal no.of refugee students.
..................... ...................  .......................  " ... .........................................  ........................... ...... ................................... ........................ ,1 I . .  I, . , ....... ............................................ .. (

I
The figures point to the conclusion, already indicated j 
elsewhere in another coxinection, that the Influx of

(30)



displaced students reached a peak figure In 1949 to
but subsequent figures show that there has been a. slow,
but perceptible assimilation of refugees in the local
population. The conclusion is true also in respect of
the Girls' Schoold, as the follov;lng figures for the I
Mahadevl Kanya Pathshala Intermediate College, the |
largest girls’ Institution in the city will shows i
Year. Total No,on roll No,of refugee Percentage |in classes VI to XII students. of refugee |
_______________________ ____________  students. i
1947- 8 965 - 0 % ,1948- 9 1207 - ̂  139 11,5 % '1949- 50 1164 > 183 15,7 ̂  i1950- 1 1052- 176 16.7 I1951- 2 921 107 11.6 i1952- 3 786 76 9,5 %

And for Nari Shilp Mandir Girls' Higher Secondary School,̂  these figures are; I

1947- S 575* 53* 9.2 j1948- 9 650 214 32.8 % :1949- 50 696 135 19 ,5  fo1950- 51 739 203 27,41951- 2 834 158 18,91952- 3 910 180 19.8 %
* Figures represent total no.of students in classes 

I to XII.

Incidentally, it may be noticed that, as compared to
boys, very few refugee girls joined the school during
the year of partition,1947-48. This is natural because
in the disturbed conditions in vrhich they came, the
education of girls was given secondary importance.

But there are variations also. In some
schools there was a higher rate of admission of refugee
students from the very begining which has been more or
less maintained, as in Gsjidhl Higher Secondary School
or -in Sri Guru Nanak Public Higher vSecondary School;

.Gaadhl. Higher Secondary School.
Year. . No.of students No,of refugee Percentage of
____  oiL-X2lli_____ stitdents... r8fu.a-ee._5b.iiden.t
1948- 9 349 96 27.6 ̂1949- 60 316 76 24.1 ̂1960-1 299 111 37,1 ̂1951-2 319 90 28.2 %1962-3 343 89 26,9 ;

. . . .  ■ ^



®  ' <», §LSri Guru Nanak Public Higher/Secondary Schocl.
Year. No. of students Kdlof refugee Percentage of on roll. students. refugee studen-
------------ ---------------------------------------------------------- -------------------  _________________

1949- 50 614 380 73.9
1950- 61 574 .301 52.4 ^
1961-52 618 318 61.4 %
1952-63 631 344 64.5 %

The very high number of admissions in the Sri Guru 
Nanak Public Higher Secondary School is clearly duo 
to its denominational character.

But in one school at least this trend vas 
reversed for beginning with a trickle, the rate of 
admissions has gradually increased in yolirne. 

gadhu Ram Higher Secondary School.
1947- 8 1016 166 16.3 %
1948- 9 1206 256 21,1 %
1949- 60 1262 297 23.5 %
1950- 1 1146 318 27.7 5̂"
1961-2 1161 318 27.6 %
1952-3 .1106 412 37.2 % \

The causes of this p.henomenon, however, need not . 
concern us, as they obviously have no bearing upon 
our problem.

The effect of this increase in the number 
of students was twofold. In the first place, additional 
sections bf classes were opened, in the existing insti- j. 
tutlons to accomodate the students; in the second, 
many new schools and colleges were opened. The 
government grants-in-aid to schools did not i.ncrease 
in proportion to their expansion with the result that ^ 
they became more and more grossly inadequate in 
equipment and staff. Many a school began working on 
the shift system, classes being .held from early 
morning till late evening. The first casualty in the j 

, process was the relationship between the teacher and j
his students w.hich all but disappeared as an i.nfluence j 
in the school life, '':



VV'^^y institotions which grew up wereO-l^
generally of two kirotx sorts. There were In thefirst 
category State-recognized institutions, which beginn­
ing as an off-shoot of seme other institution or, 
which was more often the case, as an example of :|
public enthusiasm and charity happened to linger on ;

Growth of new till they won State attention, jiiven then they taught i 
educational... , .  ̂ ^institution^ oni.y some subjects of study with an ill-paid staff

working in poor buildings and with little equipment,- 
But far and away the larger class consisted of the 
so-called unrecognized institutions which were set up 
by some private individuals with the ostens;ible 
purpose of preparing students for examination
and that. Such schools attracted those students who 
could not be admitted in any school but largely those

WKUe.who had to give up their studies and being
engaged in some other profession desired to attain a ! 
particular educational qualification. These schools 
had many defects, but none was more serious than that 
they completely’ lacked the cohesion and unity cf | /
school life. No genius loci Inst'iired their students | 
to a tradition of learning, and Imbued them with i 
esprlte de corps. I

Little check, if any, was exercised vipon 
admission of refugee students. In most cases, an 
affidavit as to the previous educational qualification

Vof the boy was all that was required for admission  ̂
in a particular class. In many cases the guardian anx.-

i._lous for the child to make up the time lost on accounJ 
of partition or even otherwise did not give correct !

Ifacts in his affidavit. Then there was wide disparityi 
in the standards of education between U.P. and the 
Punjab. Thus in any case, the child found himself 
misplaced in his school. |

jThese olrcum.stances serious.! y irfpaired 
the efficiency of teaching and gave rise to slip-shod.
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methods of learning which may be noted as second

Qianee in the of partition. For some time even before
the partition, the school education had been marked 
by the appearance of 'guides to examinations', ’solu- 
tions of examination papers', summaries and keys of ■’ 
various text books’, and a general decline in stand- 
ard. The lack of adequate teachir^in the class rooms, 
threw the boy more and niore upon his oi-m resources 
/̂iiich. inevitably led to these books, for after all 
he had to pass the examination. This period therefore' 
saw a rapid increase in the production,of ouch books,̂  
Of course, there was another reason too. The books 
brought to their authors a fair income to supplement 
their meagre salary. In aiost cases they were designed| 
to do away with the necessity of elaborate teaching 
in the class room. Very often, there wa,s on part of 
the teacher a discreet suggestion in favour of these- j 
books, which were more often than not of a very poor ! 
quality. There Is no royal road to learning,is an oldi 
saying. It is generally recognized now that the lamen- 
-table standard of education is in a large measure daî

^  t o these inn.ovatlons- in the methods of learning.
The third effect of an influx of such ■

 ̂ mass of refugee students in the schools was :
h4SQ,t,.'* laxity in the school discipl3.ne. This indisciplineDline

among students is the bane of school life and has 
assumed such proportions that it is now eittracting 
the attention of educationists, administrators and 
the general public alike. Students are by and by j 
assuffiiiig the role of a privileged class in society. i 
A dei|and for concessions to places of entertainment, ! 
a habit to 'cut' classes, a refusal to accept a 
decision againvSt their liking even in sports, growth 
of party factions sometimes with a political bias,

I

rowdyism in public, and a tendency to violence as a 1



x̂ .̂1̂ 5̂  maruier of protest^ and the development of a highly *
îp'j agitational and provocative temperament even on

issues remotely allied to education, these are the 
symptoms of the same malady. At its iPoot lies the, Vi.;''' ,'
fact that the teacher and the school have ceased to 
have any influence in the lives of the students part3 y 

on account of their own moral character, if one can ^*' i
say so without meaning any disparagement of their ,j 
role, or rather more correctly lack of a moral chara-! 
cter. But it must also be admitted that another 
equally important cause is our fai3.ure to canalize 
the surplus energy of youth into healthy and socially! 
desirable forms of activity. A student Is left to j 
himself except for attendance at the classes and it 
is no surprise that he fritters away his energies in  ̂
Irrelevant pursuits. In the case of a student vrho had 
his home, friends and relations here, this influence 
of the school life could do little harm, for it was 
counterbalanced by the s4>a-te background of the family 
and the society. But in the case of the refugees the 
family had been uprooted and had too many troubles 
of its own to bother for the child, and the society 
was alien. It thus came about that neither the home 
nor the school exercised any restraint upon the 
activities of the refugee child.

___________ ■ *___
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In the last chapter an effort was made to 
draw in broad outlines a picture of the conditions 
resulting from the partition of the country. It showed 
the krth pangs a new and Independent nation, a society 
In turmoil, the stress and strain of economic life, the 
disturbance In the minds of men. Yet It was always the 
society which loomed large In the picture, here with one 
aspect in relief, there another; the individual, parti­
cularly tne child, remained In the background. We must 
now correct the perspective according to our prohlen. 3he 
child must come to the foreground. We must observe the 
effects of these conditions on the child's mind and try 

 ̂ to determine whether they aggravated the abonormal
behaviour in the child..

We knov/ much more today about the irapul- 
slons and surrounding conditions of Juvenile delinquency 
than we did, say, fifty years ago. The pioneering resear­
ches of Healy, Burt, Lindner, Shaw and others have shed 
much light on the intricate processes of maladapted 
behaviour. It has come to be recognized now that the 
problems of human motivation and behaviour Involve the 
*ndy Of man as well as society, of nature as well as 
nurture, of segments or " mechanisms" of the hur.an mind 
as well as the total personality, of patterns of Intimate 
social activity as well as larger areas of social puocess 
or masses of culture. Without recognition of this fact, 
bias must weaken the validity of both method and Interpre­
tation. It Is In this context that the picture draim in 
the previous chapter becomes relevant to our enquiry.

Before proceeding further, we sIiou.ld 
define the concept of deltaquency as used In our Inquiry



\ ( W ^  ' Q tAny child who eorAnlts even a single minor act 
violation of the law is technically a delingnent,

Tuver1 1e ~delin- But for our purposes delinquency refers to repeat-‘

I
nuencv. ed acts of a kind which when ccniraitted by persons , 

beyond the statutory juvenile court age are pujiishJ 
■ -able as.' crimes*— except for a few instances of 

||i * persistent stubbornness, truancy, running away,
m. associating with immoral persons anci the like,
'W'

Children who once or twice dixring
m the period of grov/ing up in an excitingly attra-
P ctive milieu steal a toy in a shop, sneak into a

motion picture theatre, travel without ticket on 
t.he railway, play truant and the like and soon 

pr outgrow such peccadilloes are not true delinquents
^  even though, technically, they have viclated the

law. Indeed, it is noxradays recognized that a 
certain amount of petty pilfering KiiKXjra; occurs 
among many children around the age of six or 
seven and is to be ê cpected as part of the 
process ojF trying their isrlngsf Children appear 
to be no worse for very occasional and slight 
experimental deviations from socially acceptable 
norms of conduct. Since they soon voluntarily 
abandon such behaviour, their misconduct or I
raaladaptation sra cann.ot be deemed either habitual'i 
or symptomatic of deep— rooted causes S'*

Tlie legal definition of juvenile
Lg-gal defini­tion of Juven- delinquency does not compl.etely coincide with lie Delinquency.. ithat used by psychiatrists. Indeed the term

a‘ !I juvejiile delinquency has nowhere been defined in ;
i law. But there is a general agreement that this
I ---------------------------------------------   i
t * AoGesell and P.L.Ilg,: " The Child live to Ten, ̂

I
 Mew York, Harper and Bros.,1946, **

** Compare Burt's definition: ” A child is to be regarded as technically a delinquent when his anti-social tendencies appear so grave 'G,hat he becomes, or ought to become, the subject of :
official action',' Young Delinauent,London, 'P. 1944. I
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\ X ;< ^ :^ / ' £y"'''!'w.' term embraces non-adult offenders, ilie age of tlie^-^

juvenile and the nature of the offence committed
r’'”'''' *'" by him are important. considerations ■which enter

to the legal definition of juvenile delinquency.
In lau the juvenile is defined by

I an upper age limit, a loŝ/er age limit and an age
based upon the concept of discernment.

According to section 32 I,P,G, 
nothing is an offence xdilcii is done by a child 
under seven years of age.

The concept of discernrient is used
i in conjunction \rxth the definition of tho lower 

age limit of juvenile offenders. Section o3,x,P»C, 
lays down that nothing is aî offence which is done 
by a child above seven years of age and under 
twelve, yho luis not attained sufficient maturity 
of understanding to judge the nature and coiisequen- 'i 

K ces of his conduct on that occasion, SmiSLkxm:̂ . ^
I Sometimes v/ithin the juvenile age
I limit there is a distinction bet-̂-reen a child and

a 3'̂oun.g person. In India, the bengal Children Act, 
the i'ladra. Children Act and the Bombay Ctiildren ilst = 
(1924) subdivided juvenile offenders into t\ro major ,

I

categories, namely, child meaning a person under i 
I , the age of 14 years and a ĵ oung person meaning a

person who is 14 years of age or over but under 
the age of 16 years. |

In the areas to which the v/hlpping ;i
IAct or Special Children Acts are applicable,the ) 

upper age limit for juvenile offenders is 16 years,; 
but in ti'iOse areas 'vfiere the Reformatory Schools j 
Act operates the upper age limit is 15 ĵ ears. |

For these reasons, in our Invest!- I 
gation we have considered an offender as juvenile |
if he is above seven years of age but under sixteen] 
years. Since our investigation is largely concerned|



vrith students in the Higher Secondary Schools (the
erstwhile High Schools and Intermediate Collegesj5 ; The Scone ' :

& it would be obvious that, generally speaking, it 'to.Ucab.lI,U;j.of enouir-y. is applicable to students fr-̂om V to X standards, j
At a later stage, we refer- to the average age of | 
students in various classes in the schools of this j 
district, but it will suffice here to note that!
althoi’gh there are some yivenile students in higher i

I . c3.asses upto XII (Internediate) class also, It is
more proper to regard thera as adults.

The multiplicity of factors causing
juvenile delinquency is the great difficulty which ' f

I fagxtes: besets any Investigator. He must, therefore,The -oroblem[ of devise some Eiethods to view the various factors in ̂ methods. their proper pierspective, to discern the niorc 
important among thera from the general and Indirect 

j factors, or, in other wordŝ  lie must be sible to '
,, determine the degree of Influence of various factorji h

Unless' therefore he measures delinquents against a 
I yardstick of non-delinquents, he is likely to be

led astray in his conclusions.
The second difficulty arises out of 

complex interplay of these factors.In order to \ 

study a large enough sample of variables certain \ 

other sets of factors must first be "held constant'.’ j 
In deciding which such factors to equalise among i
the two groups in pairing off, delinquents and i
non-delinquents as a-first steps toward their later: 
detailed comparison, we have been guided princip­
ally by the aim of our study—  to determine the 
effect on juvenile delinquency as a result of 
influx of refugees. But we have also had in view 
two other considerations; first, since the ultimate: 
comparison should cover processes of personality 
and environment, the more general or cruder factorsi



, ,i8ll should be'controlled in matching; and second j those' 
factors which typically affect a v;hole range of 
factors ought to be held constant, 'Overriding all 
these airas, however, was the practical difficulty •:

Iof matching two series of a large number of human i 
beings.

We further assumed that the effect
of the refugee movement in consequence of partition 

The working  ̂ ^solution" country could be best seen among the refugees
themselves. To a certain extent this was an over­
simplification of the problem, for the impact of 
the refugees was also felt by the local people. But ' 
since the deviation from the normal character would 
be most pronounced in th0se directly affected by 
the partition, we have chosen the delinquents from , 
among the refugee population. Secondly, because our ' 
aim was to study the effect of the refugee raovenient ' 
on juvenile delinquency, vre contrasted the refugee 
delinquents with the non-refugee non-delinquents, 
taking care to see that the non-delinquents as far

\ as possible came from similar circumstances of |
economic standards, cultural and religious ksEkgxEsa;
background, and living conditions.

Some hundred and fifty delinquents ■ 
CLj were studied with the help of questionnaire ĉrhich

is given at the end of this report. Their
school reports were examined and î /here they have i

ibeen brought before a court of law, their police !
!or jail records looked into.. In the latter case | 

the probation officer x-/as also consulted if the ' 
offender had been committed to his care.

The questionnaire represents in a 
convenient form the lines of approach to the 
problem. It does not follow that in a].l cases these j 
very questions were put to the person contacted;
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questions rater show that information on 

' ■'•' these points was gathered during investigation.
’'''' describe in

'i /'n̂fV ' ,„ detail all the cases that we came across in our
i I ' f )  , , i  •  ̂ 'f, '» ' ' f'\< II, ' , * ef-xquiry. In the next chapter, however, we give
, r'"" detailed case-histories of a feu selected examples^

(V ■.' .'.■ •.■ .. ','1* • ■. ■ ' ■■■' • . '  f- r '

;i '' : Although no two cases of human beVta\’'loiir are
’ identical i.ti all respects, we believe these
h‘ !

/  cases sufficiently Illustrate the general conelu-
, . ' sions arrived at by us in this study.

The general conclusions of our
: , study are sumarlsed in Chapter IV, which is an '
; analysis of our results. The final Cliapter (GhapV)!

gives some suggestions as to the part the school 
: , and the teacher can play in the detection, control|

and treatment of juvenile delinquency. !' 1(
____ ____ ,________  i
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CASE. 4 HISTORIES.

Cp.se Ko.l 
’Name? R.S»
Age s 14 years.

. Resident of Sialkot. |
R.S., a young boy in his teens with j 

an engaging appearance, comes of a good Khattrl 
fairnlly which has obviously seen better days. Now 
his father, a middle-aged, man of 45, is a iiâ ruer 
plying his little .hand-drawn cart laden with fruits
and vegetable. Itat back In the good old days before |

ipartition in his ovm .home town of Sialkot, he ran ! 
a grocery and general merchandise shop, had a fairly 
good income and a house of his own. In August 1S47,

 ̂ in the mounting f-ttry of comnimal disturbances, j
'' along with his vrlfe and four children he migratedt? Ito India. R.S.v/as then ohl.y seven.

For sorae .,time on coming here the 
family lived in the state organized refugee cam.p3 jI
and then had to move fromone house to another, but ‘ , 
for the last four years it has been living in a 
tvro-rooraed house i.n Kohalla Moti Bazar.

R.S. has two elder sisters— now both 
married— and three younger brothers, the last being 
just two years old. ;

VJhe.n we first encountered R.S. a 
little over 2 years ago, he was studying in  VI

i
class; but apart from a certain wajmmrdness in his ! 
behaviour gave little indication of his future 
career; now he seems to he firmly set on a career I 
of crimes and has already served a ’mm in the jail :

C42) - . ;



1(1 ) 1  ' " "In this period was written the career of his
life.

VO t- Vk-S*"R.S. enjoys health and so
far as could be ascertained, he has hever 
suffered any serious illness. Hid parents too are 
in excellent health, although since their ai’rival' 
here, nutrition could not but be just sufficient.

The neighbourhood of R.S's home 
is ap alive with exciting activities. Motibazar 
is in the heart of the city, and only a stone's 
throw from the main business centre of the town.
But it is particularly well known for its junk 
shops and small bakeries and confectionery
shops, and its houses of ill fame*

For a year before R,S, went to | /
the school, he served as an apprentice to his

'  i

father, accompanying him through the bazar oa | 
his rounds. Since he has joined the school, he 
does not like to do this work, but he has to 
take his father's place \dien he is ill. Somatimeg 
his father would even compel his son to go with 
him if it is a Sunday or another holiday when ! 
R.S. did not have to go to school. I

Now «wii step from the street i
influences across the threshold into the home,

The family which at present 
consists of R.S's father and mother and four* 
children all boys —  lives on the ground
floor of a three -family tenement. They have ;

1
tiro rooms for which they pay Ss.JL5/-. The veran- 
dah has been into a kitchen. There is
a common water tap and lavatory for the group 
of families living in that house. Although in 
the past conditions were extremely crowded in 
this home, sotae having had to lie on the floor,

1
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at present R.S. has a bed which he sliares with
his younger brother. The youngest child still 1!
sleeps with his mother while the other child with 
his father. i

There is sufficiency of kt furnish­
ings in the home, enough to meet the necessities; 
no extras and no luxuries. E.S’s father has to 
work hard to make both ends meet; his mother too ! 
works in her spare time to earn a modest sum by 
knitting or tailoring for her neighbours.

Let us now look into some personal 
aspects of what might be called under-the-roof 
situation in the home.

The behaviour standards in the 
household leaves^to be desired. R.S’s father once 
prided himself on being a self-made man; now that j
the luck has.turned against him he is somewhat !. 1
demoralised. The mother came from a well-to-do 
agriculturist family, but the financial iiardshlp  ̂

has made her a grumbling,grudging woman. But she 
is a tidy house-keeper and makes every effort to 
keep herself and the home nea* and clean.

Sometimes when R.S, ad.sconducted 
himself,his father and mother resorted to "lick­
ing” him. More generally, however, they were lax 
in discipline. Neither of them made any great 
effort to control the boy. Father, of course, has iI
very little time to care for the children. ;

In the home,mother is definiteljj 
the "boss? She directs the affairs of the family, 
controlling the spending and to a large extent  ̂

the activities of the children. i

The relationship of the boy’s 
parents to each other has always been good. E.S’s 
father had had little affection for him, and his |

i
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mother’s attittide is well reflected in a casual 
I comment that ’’the children make me tired? Despite

I
 this R.S. is strongly attached to her, but he is

quite indifferent to his father v/hom he doses not I

admire. iiIf Let us now turn to a consideration of
intellectual make-up of R.S.

i B.S. had an average jtedtol̂ peHsnez '
I I i^"t6lligence, his I.Q. being 98. His performance

score is higher tlrian his verbal ability. Evidently 
j learns largely through doing things with his

' , hands,.
The fact is reflected in his

school history. When we first met R.S. he was in 
VI class. His achievement in arithmetic was 
particularly poor, and his School record showed 
that he was not much Interested in his studies. He
tended to slip into the make,believe land of

i
phahtasy. His approach to problems was erratic 

* and haphazard.
I R«S. was found to be an extrovent,I b<̂ th in action and in feeling. He is highly sugge­

stible, that is easily swayed by an appeal to his 
feWings,even though against his better judgment.

He Is acquisitive, being inclined to acquire 
material things over and above any desire or any 

"vlk ImmeWate need for them. He is adventuresome,that
H  V ^ strong Imptilse towards change, excite-
M  ment, risk-taking.
H  X .
H  R.S. is also defiant, destructive,
m  and has a great inner need for poifer, superiority,
B  and status. Yet he does not suffer from feelings
I of insecurity, anxiety,inferiority and frustration.
■  . He discharges his feelings vehemently, without much
■  control, working them off in emotional out bursts

I . ’iw ---- . . . .

( 4 5 )  u L j
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or ‘’explosions”*
His school history showed that 

R*S. had hegim to be troublesome when he was 
. some nine years of age. On account of frequent

punishments that he received at his parent’s i!
hands, he had begun to disregard his elders and 
to behave impudently towards them. He lifeed his 
companions more than his family, although his ,
love for his brothers and sisters continued to 

• be great. But at times he quarrelled violently
- with his friends and in his relationship with

' his class mates was aggressively hostile unless
S I  he had his own way with them,
ref Being dis-satisfied with the
rS
' home conditions the child sought satisfaction j
V, in the school and was at first very much inter- 

ested not only in studies but also in other 
aspects of the school programme. But, as he 
himself said, the treatment at home disturbed 

'y',' his mental equilibrium, so much so that he even
felt disinterested In going to schoo^.. Somehow 

j; ‘ he felt that he would be happier if he was
. transferred to another school and a vague hope
f ' -  '■  ■ joften made him stay ax̂ ray from school, H.S. was '■

" then hardly nine.
' It was in this period that an older

' boy showed him how easy it was to pick this !
article or that unnoticed from the crowded 
shop. R.S. thought it great fun and adventure,I I but soon it grew upon him as an irrestible
force.

Two years ago, while lifting a 
book from a book shop, he was caught and 
handed over to the police, R.S's explanation 
was that he had no money to buy the book which



(tffi) §Lh® had needed so badly. But the book was of 
a much higher standard than could be of use 
to him, and he therefore found himself convict­
ed by a court of law. He was, however, let off 
on probation of good conduct. After his release 
he relapsed Into his previous society and was 

^ soon arrested for breaking into his neighbour’s
m  house while he was away to a night show of the
®  'ttT'WV oL
g  cinema. This time R.S, was awarded a^slx months ,
g  rigorous imprisonment,

I  ^§E.JLQ^2.
Names A.N.

li Age : 13 years.
Resident of Kohat,||S

|j’ A,N, comes of a small middle-
class family^ His father, who was a municipal 
clerk before he came here, migrated with his' ?V-.\
wife and two children in 1947 just before the 
disturbances began. At first he had to depend 

‘ upon the generosity of some of his friends who
, ‘ were more fortunate and who could help him find

ill paid temporary jobs. But he was a hard-wor- 
king man and soon started on his own as a 
cloth merchant. As yet he has not been able toII have a permanent shop^, for that requires pay-

 ̂ ing a considerable sum as ”pugree" he cannot

I afford. So on the door steps of a banking
I house in Paltan Bazar, he spreads his cloth

shop and in the night he collects his merchan­
dise in a bag and returns home.

The family is small,A,N, 
being the eldest child in the family. His own 
mother died when he was three, but his father 
re-married, and A.N. has now a step-mother and 
a step brother.
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They all live^ln a single room In 

Mohalla Shurhhnra, itfhich is part of a large 
' ' house, accomodating some six or seven families,

V • They use the public water tap just outside
' \ their room, and the public lavatory a furl't̂ .g

■ ' ' down the lane,
'v It is a crowded and dirty part of

the Mohalla where they live, Atthe water tap !
^ as they would await their turn, men and women

 ̂ ' would discuss the day's gossip tj&'isi®# leading
I •A ' V'' to frayed tempers and dirty abusive behaviour.
'̂a â , . ^V \ . Opposite A.N.*s house lives a washerman who
* . V A ,  ? \ usually returns home dead drunk and it is
P‘,'' ■ ■ '  ̂'A  , v i' \‘ \ ' ' touch and go with him to make him violent j

v^:'k'iv''; towapds his wife and BfekStKH children. In
ft \/ s Ij “calmer moments he would drift wistfully into
pi ' ‘ a dream land and would till his hearers what
m  he would have done if he had greater power,
I ' '  ̂ Then there are the streets urchins who play
1 with marbles all the day, and few, if any, go
i N ‘ \ , to the' school. Most of them smoke, and inLi ■ ■ ' k , ■■S'- '• 'A  , ;\̂  , their* games stray far away from their homes,
Tg X- ’ sometimes returning only after night-fall,

, ■ ■ > \ ■ ■
» A.N. looked at this seene and was
!■! ‘ disgusted, H® scorned the company of these
i boys whom he considered his inferiors in all
|r \ '  ̂ ^respects. But his step mother was harsh to ^
' ' ■ V ' ' 'V Ji him and made a ttxjdcxfetHKxis distinction

i ' “
 ̂ •• ' ' between him and her own child which hurt him,
t , \ j particularly because h© loved his brother. But
I ' ' ■'i' .. . \' - 'Ca.dtI V . he to do all sorts of work in the house and

 ̂ ^ V'., .A  ' '' did not have even a bed to sleep. He had to
;  . ' i _ \  . ■■ '.

i '.kV.L ' , '■' 'make his bed on the floor.
\  • A ‘ • ' >. ■ •

• 1 A  • i  \ .  ■

" X l  k ' •' ' V  i. ......^ ....... .'t.v: ., :A\.LV.X...
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But he joined the school as a normal 
child. When we first encountered A.l., he had 
just left the V class, and was 13, He had been 
withdrawn from the school because he had twice 
failed to pass the V class. But A.N. told us 
that his failure was entirely due to the fact 
that he had to do all chores in the house wlilch 
left him no for study, '

A.N, was a boy with normal intelli­
gence, his I,Q. bei|ig92 . At the school he was
poor in the languages and in arithmetic, but ^

1/was fairly well up in drawing. His teachers 
however told us that he was careless, impudent, 
lazy and inattentive. To his own school mates, 
he was almost a 'terror*, He would play practi­
cal jokes upon many smaller boys and evidently 
took delight in frlghtenjiing them out of their 
wits,

* In the home thd necessities of the 
family are just met by the income of his father 
The family is poverty-stricken, but it manages 
to keep its head above water. However, for a 
long time they had not known the little ameni- I
ties of life, which relieve its hardness. Thou- I
gh they all had good health, they had not had I
milk or fruits or other delicacies. Even in |
what the family could afford, A.N. had a meagre |
share. His turn came last, sometimes it would ‘ |
not come at all.  ̂ I

One thing A.N. found Impossible to I 
understand. Why should his father who earned I
all the family income let his mother persecute 
him? Was he not his own son? Why should he be 
just a meek lamb before her and why should he

C49, i
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be so indifferent to what went on in the kKnaar' 
house? i

A.N, began by trying to find some 
excuse to stay away from home as long as he ,
could in the day, Vhen he joined the school he ' !?
sought refuge there, but soon he turned irway 
from it, and began to truant slowly he slipped, 
away into had company, and came to lead the ,
band of street urchins whom he had once detes-I ted.

[ While yet a student of 3rd class,

I A*N. had fought with a boy and had even
I attached him with a pocket-knife. Fortunately,
I before he could do great harm to the boy, he

’ A- \

was caught but A*N. had then thrashing of his 
' life. He v/as then barelj^9 years.

His with professional :
■ ■ !icrime aame about in a different way. After he 

had been withdrawn from the school, he became | 
such a great nuisance to the family that h© 
was told to fend for himself. He found a job 
as a menial servant in a distant quarter of 
the city. There was also another servant with 
that family and he used to steal money

;: I( occasionally but who remained unsuspected I
because he had been so long with the fauiily i

that it had come to have an Implicit faith 
/
i6n his honesty. He used to share the booty , 
with A«N. whenever he suspected detection,

\ so that A.N, might not speak out. But one
day the jaa mistress of the house forgot her 
gold ring in the bath room,and the older | 
servant quietly picked it. The disappearance |

y \ 'of the ring was soon noticed, and th© serjjfantj



servants began to be closely questioned.
Fearing that he ioî  be discovered, he put the 
ring in a match box and placed it in the 
pocket of his shirt, A.N. had kept in the 
Verandah, The mistress called both servants iv
and questioned them about the ring. A.l., 
innocent as he was, pleaded complete ignorance 
and offered to let a search of his person

I 'being made. Of course, there was nothing !
i

incriminating on him, but then the other 
servant suggested that A.N’s shirt might also^ 
be searched. That was done,but there was i -
nothing in it except the match-box and a few |
annas. The match box was being returned to j

, (the pocket when it made a dull sound. More 
out of curiosity than suspicion, it was opene<

II and out came the ring. The situation atonce
; changed, and the boy, (A.N.) was duly handed

over to the police. j
Later when we met A.N. in the J 

jail, he had already spent some months. He 
was bitterly resentful against all and said  ̂

that finding that truth and honesty did not 
pay he had vowed to make crime the career of 
his life, and he told us with a malicious 
delight that he had already learnt many tricks 
of the trade.

At about the age of eight, 
was JKm introduced by a somewhat older boy to 1 
sex plays with other boys. He is now a homo­
sexual, and the short jail life has given him 
a further impetus in this direction. |

Since no one, not even his father 
was prepared to stand as a surety for him,
A.N. has not been released on probation.

(61)
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Name: R.L.
Age I 12 years.
Hesident of Lyailpur.

R»L, was barely five when his 
father had migrated with his family to Dehra 
I>an in 1947, Some thirty years ago, his father 
had moved from the village to the town, bnllt , 
up agood tailoring business and acquired some i 
property in the city. When partition came and 
he had to leave Lyailpur, all that was lost.

»  Whatever money he could take away with him
B  spent in his jouraey to this place. Slowly
H  on coming here he picked up again the strands |
H  of life and set up a small tailoring shop in
^  ^®^ulla Laxman Chowk. He has a steady, though

meagre, Income which is just sufficient to 
j|f| ®eet his needs. i
)’H  R.L's mother had died when hel‘ V'lj

< was four, but his father did not remarryII the entreaties of R.L.'s grandmothey
I for, so we were told, his father was deeply ,

j. attached to the boy’s mother. Jfbr sometime the
I shock of his bereavement had greatly disturbed '
I father, but he gradually settled down to *

normalcy. He was a quiet,soft-spoken man and 
I lenient to a fault. When R.L’s mother died, he
I became all the more solicitous of the boy's |

needs and comforts and went out of his way to iII please him and enable the child not to miss
I his mother. R.L's own grandmother was alive

I and was the house keeper, but on account of ^
I her age she could really do little to ear® i

for the children# R.L. Jras had four elder

> ----- \



elder brothers and an elder sister.
i They all llve^ in a small three
I roomed house which ha® a kitchen, a bath room
I and a lavatory. The furnishings in the house ;
i are sufficient.
1 All of them enjoy good health, itet
I But as a child, R.L. suffered from frequent ,
I colds and coughs and perhaps it was because !
E  of this fact^ that he was his mother’s favour-;

■  it®. I
B  Before he went to school, R.L. i
H  used to be sent with his father to his tailor-,
^  ing shop. Thus he unwittingly made an early ,

entry into the company of much older persons, '
. workers .mostly illiterate, who were

ivj; employed by his father. From them he laarnt
i"  *1̂5̂ the ways of the world and^their vulgar ways 
’ i‘ and conversations he easily acquired many I!  dirty habits and thoughts. It was intended

that under the c^servaticn of his father the 
boy would read the alphabets before he could 
be sent to school. But the father remained 
busy with his work and naturally had no time 
to look afte» the child. In fact the child 
was sent away with his father, so that the 
boy would not be troublesome at home for his 
grandmother could not keep any control over j 
him. R.L. noticed there that his father < | ̂ ' '

i managed to mmm cloth from the piece his
II customers had given him^sewing and used it
P for his own purpose. Though he himself or his
I father did not realise it, he thus learnt the T
I basic element of theft.

R.L. joined the school when he 
was seven, having spent two years at his

i



shop. But h. aid not like It and u».d
to run airay from the school on the slightest
pretext. VIhen his father rebuked him for leartaig
school and coming to him time and again R.L.
spent the time roaming about in the bazar with  ̂ ^
his friends. That he found far more Interesting '
than the school. When we first met R.L., he was
studying in the V class, and was already twelve.^
Last year he had been detained in this class on 
account of his bad school record. He had failed 
to put in reasonable attendance at the school, 1 
and had very poor achievements^ in all the
subjects of the curriculum.

His teachers told us that the
boy was not unintelligent, for he could arrange | 
buntings and the flowers for some celeberation |

“I in a way no other boy coulS. In fact his I.Q.
vas 106. But he was uncertain and moody. He 
would take up a work with the greatest zeal, 
get fed up w m  it in the middle of the work 
and would leave every thliig in a mess, as if he 
had never started on It. So it was with nis 
studies also. He could not sustain interest in 
any subject for long, and after sometimes he 
looked for a change. So also it was with the
way he made friends and left them.

Once when he was just eight
years old, he had stolen a book from the

satchel of another boy. After he had 
done it, he had not probably given it another  ̂
tmm thought, but he was surprised and shocked 
when he was beaten on the the discoveiy of the 
theft. On another occasion he had felt such 
great resentment against a teacher whô  rebuked 
him for not having done home work that^took

........
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away the bell from his cycle. Bat he was again

| -  j ' ' ’ V vV , \ , caught and given a good beating.
■ \ ' V, When R.L. failed in the second attempt

V ' to pass the V class, his father withdrew him from
* .. " school and asked him to assist him and learn the

art of tailoring. R.L. was dexterous with the 
scissor and the tape, but was no longer Interest­
ed in tailoring, or in the company of the assis-

(

tants of his father. His field had grown wider.
_ He soon began to frequent the cinemas and culti­

vated expensive habits. These required more
■ money than his father could spare.

R.L's father had business relations 
with many cloth stores and the boy was sometimes

■ sent to fetch the piece of cloth a customer had 
approved for sewing.One day R.L.took the piece 
the draper gave him, but while passing a customer

!at the counter he tried to slip another bundle
of cloth in his bag. He had expected that in the thecrowd of/customers he could remain unnoticed. But 
he failed and he was caught red-handed and given 
over to the police. He was convicted by a court 
of law but was let off after admonition.

He now felt disgusted with all the 
world, his family and others. He used to remain 
at house and there he fell in love with a girl 
neighbour and ■vdien she went away he was driven 

I to dlstruction. He had been introduced to sex
play much earlier by a much older assistant at 
his father's shop and when he was barely fourteen 
began going to brothels and committed thefts to 
pay for them.

Only a month ago, he was found remov- 
vfIng a box from the railway '̂aiting room and 

 ̂ sentenced to five years' detention. In the Jail

' ' ' '' (SS} "  ̂ ■



«f we have been informed that his interest in sv
'̂ 'i'>'‘: '':ŷ ' ' tailoring has been revived and that generally i
{N't  R.L. is proving himself useful there.

" Tri
ip i S r -  . '■ SM g-jfixi ' v 'l ■■■ ':ji'

• ■ Name : R.C.
::. Age $ 12 years.
' ' Resident of Rawalpindi.. ̂ V. "‘I m;:v \ . ' R.C. is a boy of ten and is the |

1 ’' * . i,■ ‘ youngest son of an electrician-lines man in the •
V V\ local electric supply company. His father is a |

 ̂ ‘ / middle-aged man of 35, and has been employed with |
\  this company ever since he came here. His pay at i

present is about Is. 100/- which is sufficient to
* meet the needs of his family which consists of

his wife and three children.
’ j t They live In a small three-room
V ■' * -ed house for which they pay I?s.20/-, but the |

■■ Ilocality— Indar Road— is one of the better known
; quarters of the city. In fact, it is not an inde-|

pendent house at all but Is an outhcuse of a big 
bungalow of a flourishing lawyer, also a refugee, 
from N.W.F.P. They use the lavatory meant for the 
servants of the household and draw water at the 
tap near the kitchen house.

On the vdiole the family has 
fared well in the partition. Back in his own horn® 
town of Rawalpindi!, R.C's father earned a mode^ 
living as an electrician-fitter in a mechan­
ical engineering firm, and had lived in a rented

,V house. For he really belonged to the country and
his father was an agriculturist of no mean status*

> He had come to the city for school, and the city
, ; had caught his fancy. He determined to study and
V  following the bent of his mind joined the firm

.. . -f
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first as an apprentice and rose to be an 
honoured employee of the firm* The technical j
experience stood him in good stead and soon acfl 
after lie came here in September 1947, he was j
able to get an employment with the present com^ [i 
pany.

R.C’s father had married young 
and even more than fifteen years later,
is happly devoted to his wife. In his own 
words, theirs was a 'love match', and R.C's 
only complaint is that they are so much
attached to each other that all other things__
even the children— — come afterwards. For 
some strange reason, R.C. feels that he is not 
their first concern as are other children 
with their parents. We have had an opportunity 
of coming into close contact with the family 
and we are convinced that although the relati­
onship between his parents is very deeply 
tender and loving^, R.C's feeling is but an
unreasoning suspicion, or perhaps his jealous-

f»t- so
ly of his mother^giving^much of herself to 
his father.

In fact, whatever might have 
been the case with other children in the 
family, R.C, had the least cause for any i.

V

such grievance. Apart from being the yoiingest 
 ̂ ' and therefore receiving greater attention than |, ' ^

' V  his elder brothers, R.C. was an intelligent, j
lively child. His father had set his hopes on i 
him, and had determined to give him the best * 
he could afford. Indeed he had gone beyond 
his means and sent R.C. to a convent school 

' in the beginning.

' f e '  , J .



5  '* But R.C* was struck with the c o n t r a - ^ ^- #■■ . .
\ , st between himself and his school mates. Most
■' V V 'n'-, V ’ ■ ■ '
• A  , of the other children in the school came‘ ‘ ‘--A A' '- • \ '
' from rich families. They came dressed in fine
A A \ ' A - ' A s V \ ■ ■ i1‘r',-s\;,v X\ ? clothes and accompanied by their liveried
\ ' \ \ ■' ''' S ■ ■ '"'a ‘a a servants. R.C. was almost friendless, in this

l>.,\ \ ■ \\' '' > alien world, resentful that his parents should,vx
At . A  v „ A \  have been able to do so little for him. R.C.. A  " ' ' A; ̂ '

, : v /. ' began demanding this thing and that of his:  ̂ . V - =■ ’’
, " \ A  parents, and when they failed to satisfy his

• A  , requirements, he was the more embittered
'. , v' . towards them. Slowly he began to run away
■ ̂ 'A.‘ from the school and to remove books and■ A ̂• ' 'V ■̂j- /  coloured pencils from the school bags of his

'■ He'" \ y '. ’ class mates. On one occasion, R.C. was caught
! f

red-handed and caned publicly. His anger and 
shame then only made him more defiant of the 
school authority, more hostile towards his 
class mates.

The result was that after nearly 
/ two years at the convent sehool, R.C. was
' V withdrawn and sent to a regular school. R.C*s

. ' V A. attitude did not change; if any thing, it
 ̂ ' * ''\ /  , ytewTSTiii showed evidence of greater hostility

' , ̂  . i ■.A-. to the school and its environment. R.C. belle-
 ̂ * . • ol*V)r«*-c«udL’ ' A ved he had been and considered his

■ . school mates as his inferiors. There were
 ̂ \ other difficulties too.. R.C. was poor in

■ Arithmetic and History and Hindi which was
compulsory.. His father himself knew Urdu and 
not Hindi and his mother Gurmukhi, in the 
family oni.y Punjabi was spoken. His convent 

\ • ; A. ,' education had given him some advantage in
i" A',, ” speaking Bngllsh, but he hardly knew even

most elementary Hindi. R.C. had unconsci-



ously" imbibed something of the discipline,
cleanliness, and smartness of the convent scho-
ol education and he despised his class fellows
who were far below those standards. Even the
teachers failed to impress him. He shunned  ̂ j;;i 

■ 11 ■\ ' school and began to spend most of his time in ,1 ,
’S   ̂ the companjr » few select friends outside the
' \ X'.' Y'V'-' ^ i" ' a "* school. He began to visit cinemas and other >

' '• ;
places; of entertainment. When he got no money 1 ■!/

\ ,, from his tasa® parents, he began to steal money
!'X' '''’'f-" ■■■from his fiome or books from the library or

from other students desks and sell them as
second-hand books.

Usually his wanderings took him 
far away from his home or school. He would take 
a bicycle on hire and roam about all day on it 
am to various places. On some occasions he 
would stay with his friends to luch and dinner.

. Sometimes his father after he returned from
his duties would sot out in search of the boy a 
and find him in the house of his friend.
According to R.C., on these occasions he was 
dragged home and beaten, which made him all 
the more determined to go his own way. Then 
he began coming late in the night, sometimes 
staying away couple of days altogether.

R.C.*however good at sports 
and it is usual to find him on the playing ; 
field with his friends who are usually much ■ 
older to him.

But R.C. has a volatile temper 
and among his companions known to be an unpred­
ictable friend. On one occasion, R.C. lost j 
a doubles badminton match. He roundly adamssx i

A,̂ .;X. abused his own partner for his mistakes and A
 ̂■-, when his friend remonstrated he quarreled wlth|



fw l) Qthim, tore his hair and shirt,
At the same time, if a suggestion̂  

caught his Imagination, R.C, would throw him- '
self into it without another thought. There was' 
a cricket match one day in the school, and the : 
spectators had left their bicycles nearby as |

JaTthey stood hatching the game. One of his frien-
1ds suggested that it would be very convenient J

it they could pinch a cycle from the great
number lying about there. It was not very
difficult, for the spectators' eyes were I

a_turned to the game; and it was^remote chance
that the owner of the machine was also in the |

ilast row of the spectators near them, R.C. 
approved the plan, took the bicycle and rode | 
away. But hardly had he gone a few yards, 
before the mmdKY owner spotted him out, raisec 
an alarm and R.C. was caught. He was handed 
over to the police and prosecuted, but was 
released on probation. R.C. was then just 12. i

iR.C. thus came near being expe­
lled f:^ school, but his father secured pardon 
from the school authorities.

R.C, however managed to scrape !
ithrough the examination,for he was certainly ^

e. jan intlligent boy, his I.Q. being 102. But
 ̂ Ihe failed last year in this class. !

R.C. had gone so far when we |
\

found him in V class. There is as yet no- sign J 
of any improvement in his behaviour. If any | 
thing, we are told by parents and by his 
teachers, he has grown more stubborn in his 
ways; and careless in his studies. We have 
also just heard that he has failed again.
That was, as the school reports showed, a 

;y-v̂ foregone conclusion. ■
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He is In excellent health and has I 

never known serious Illness for a day. ;

SASÊ Njâ ,5..  ̂j
Name i P.C. I ,.!'i.

j ',

Age : 16 years. I' i
Besident of Lahore, !

It was past midnight in June 1965 i
while waiting for the down Frontier Mail at I
Saharanpur railway station that we fou^d cu»-
selves sitting next to two young boys on a beach
on the open plat''form. Obviously they were accom
-panied by their friends who were strolling aboui
nearby, smoking and talking about the results j
which had just arrived by the evening train. Ihe '
boys themselves had the news-sheet with them !
and now and then looked into it, exchanged a
word or two and relapsed into silence. It appeaw
-ed that the High School and Intermediate Sxaml-
nation results had been announced and the boys
had gone there to receive the news. It was also j
clear that they had failed and that they had »'

>valready a<4tlcipated the result and thought of 
their future course of action. Th4ir conversati­
on aroused our curiosity and we began by borrow-

ofIng their news paper with the ostensible object^ 
looking for the results of our own interest.
They obliged us and when we told th®m that our 
words had also failed, they revealed that they 
came from Dehra Dun, and had come there after 
Informing their parents that they would return 
next day; but in their heart they had MMk mmM. 

known the result and so had made up their plans | *
to leave their homes for good. With great dlffi- a

' . culty we were able to xii«xfchK3i persuade^to
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return, and able to see them board the Dehra nil vi 
Dun bound Mussoorie Express on their way homeJf j 

On acquaintance with P.C«-±he younger of the  ̂ i 
two boys— — began in this strange fashion. He

i  'was then just 16, j:,
1P.C's father runs a small tea-shop '

in the Cannaught Place on the Chakrata Road. In i > 
fact it is more of a wooden stall than a masonry 
building, and in the back portion of the stall, i'
lives P.C’s family. The residential portion | 
consists of a verandah divided into two parts, >
one of which is used as a kitchen and a store­
room while the other serves as the living room.
P.C. has four brothers, all younger, and a sister 
elder to him who is now married. P.C's father 
and wmmamm are the only other members of the 
family. )

The family had migrated to Dehra '
Dun in 1947, and in the beginning had to face  ̂
great difficulty in earning a living. P.C’s 
father had been a teacher and though his income 
was not much, it was secure and enough for his 
requirements. But P.C's mother came of a rich • 

family and ne^ver excused her husband for not 
having done better. When they came to Dehra Dun, 
they were hard put to finding a job, and when |
ultimately his father opened this tea-shop, he j

found that the incomewas, neither large nor j '
certain, on account of competition from other ] 
tea stalls in the vicinity. His wife always 
complained that there was not enough money for  ̂
her and her children. In these circumstances,

\ \
P.C’s father had yielded to the persuasion of 
another person to be a partner in illicit liquor 
tr«de. Of course,money caroe to him, but it was 

' risky job, if the police ever got scent of his
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activities.

When P.C. came to Dehra Don, he was a  ̂
little over eight years of age, and had already * 
spent two years in a primary school. For a year 
after his arrival, he did not join any school.  ̂ 1 jf]
When his father opened the tea stall, P.C. -used 
to assist him in the business. Sometimes when his 
father was away, P.C. served the customers. I

Cannaught Place is a busy business | i; 
locality mainly populated by the refugees, and i-

Ihas some three cinema houses. Here there are no | ’
parks or open spaces for the children. P.C. and 
his younger brotheis; therefore, could not but 
play all day on the road side. Next door to P.C'ai 
house was a cinema and he use to watch wistfully 
at the crowds going into the cinema. He had  ̂
requested his father to let him go to the pictu- ,
res. but he had put him off on one excuse or- I . '̂
other. For sometime he iraJsdKOisteat contented 
himself by looking at the big,.posters in front 
of the cinema house. But one day a gate keeper 
dropped in at the stall for a cup of tea, and 
thus developed a frieildship between him and P.C. | 
Entrance to cinema shows then became easy. It | 
was natual that P.C. soon grew other habits,

A

such as smoking and taking-pan. When he was in m 

need of money, he would steal it from the shop’s 
cash box; even better than adopt this course, ,i
he would take the money his customers paid for j ' 
himself and not deposit it with his father. SH ,
On these occasions, P.C. became remarkably |
anxious for his father’s comforts; he would urge 
him to rest for some time or would send him away 
on some other pretext, wftiile he himself remained;
at the shop. j1



^Lj
In 1949 hissfather got him a^lttod 

into the fourth standard In a nearby school,P.C. ,, 
was not very much interested in his studies but 
he continued to pass his examinations* The | i
school allowed him sufficient time to go his | i
own way and further offered him an. opportunity 
to come into contact with other boys. In the 
school, P.C* was not very popular with his own 
clas-mates, his echool friends were generally * 
students of higher classes who also saRdot cared , »
little for the studies. Arithmetic, languages and 
history were anathemas to him and throughout his 
student career, he could never do well in these 
subjects. For history and geography he used to 
say that they required so many facts to be 
crammed that even if lesson was read in the | 
night, facts would tend to slip the memory and 
confuse the mind even on the very next morning.

]In the examinations he had a simple way of j
passing through the examination. He would carry 
a few pages from the booU which contained the 
information likely to be asked in the examinati­
on and would copy them out. He confessed that 
he had been rather lucky-in the examinations for̂  

his 'guess' at the questions had not failed him. 
Numbers had always baffled him, and in arithme­
tic, he had to be always awarded grace marks 
before he could be promoted to another class.
His teachers complained that P.C. was very 
irregular in attending classes and did not at 
all do the home work that he had been given. It i
appears that the teachers had brought this 
matter to the notice of his father who on.

< ?' " many occasions beat P.C., but this action had n<
..tyv. effect upon the boy. i
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\ S M a 9-^^ ^  lo»S gone out of the o L j
A V of his parents. His father, althought
- A) si.v VH\'S '■ VcVX 'v\A • • v».\\'î t ■ s V  he had been^a teacher, seldom took interest in
\\^JVV^^it^ the boy's studies, and when he did ask P.C. to

A bring his hjqK book and read out to him, he soon
'f ’ ■■'' . ' ■ ■' ’)> i ̂'' became sick of boy's lack of understanding of

-‘y his sub;)ect and resbrted to punishing the boy* 
i \ 7' '•Naturally the boy dreaded such occasions and'V, ■ .. 1''A., <■>- . V.;, tried his best to avoid them.
' .  ̂%  ■■■ ’ .\-̂ vAv His mother rarely even admonished him
V-^v .,, • • •.,̂- ■> •• ■' ■ ̂  •, '' ■; !

"̂ y V when he misconducted km himself, probably because ;
. V.,  ̂ V  when he was five, P.C. had a severe attack of
'.A '■ ■ ■ ‘ ',.., ', ? typhoid, on which account he had come to have

rather a-delicate health. Whenever father was 
), angry and threatened to punish the boy, P.C.

ran to his mother who extended her protection to 
\ him.

V ■ Once P.C. stole a hocl§^ stick of ano- I
' ■ V  •' ■■.■V'- '' }

ther school biy and brought it home. When his |
; ' father noticed it he cross-examined P.C. who

^  ̂ . \ , ultimately confessed that he had stolen it. His
Y ̂  father asked P.C. to return the stick and when
- , the boy did not obey for a number of days, he
\* ■ '' ■ beat P.C. But boy's mother intervened and argued 

that it was no use returning it after so many 
days, but of course |(he waruad P.C. not to do 
such things in future.

A.S P.C. grew, the field and nature of 
his activities also grew. He was a regular truant•fclA-
from the school and usually wandered^from his 
home or school in search of adventure. Sometimes 
he would go away to distant places without infor­
ming his parents who would start a search for 
him, when he would return late in the night. Gn\ ' ,'S y
one such occasion he told that he had gone to

■" v - ' ' „A, j:..; 7 . , : ■ .?....■■ i
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V Miissorie with a party of students under the

' supervision of school authorities, but enquiri- 
* es showed that in fact P.C. had gone to Hishi

:■ V ' o, Kesh with his owr.i friends.\ . V ■■ '■•■ •' A
;{!' After two years at the Junior High

' \ School, P.C. duly entered the D.A.V. Higher
. '' ' ' Secondary school in VI class. Here he had

<>  ̂■ greater opportunity of coming into contact with
' - a large number of boys of all sorts. His compa-

- nions were usually much older and far more
■ bolder >intheir activities than he. !I!he school

V’, ■ '  ̂ was far away from his home and this fact enabl-
> ed him to remain away from his home practically

V ' \v; for the whole day. His band of friends was mor®
1'/ ■ “-i feared than respected by the school students.

They could force their will upon others, and 
X  \ any one complained against them he was
' *'X ' X  ' ' '' \ ’>\  / ’N beaten outside the school premises or waylaid

on his way home.. The teachers also came to'■ ,'\a > V
. believe that these naughtier boys among their
;; : students should be left alone. Outside the
' ;v \  ̂ school gates, a number of 'Chat' venders had

v~; VI a flourishing business in the interval period
A ' of the school. P. C s  friends ate at their stalls., v-'v.N...

.'V ' 1 but did not pay at all or paid them less than
V'x ’’ \  their due. The 'chat-walas' could runt refuse

S A'.. ' X  " to serve the boys for P.C's group threatened
' to throw away their eatables if they inisbehav-

■ ' V \ ̂ \'V ■’j ^' ' A vC A A  ; ' ■' ed. The vendors could not complain to the
, "W.oA A A. V school authorities also, because they had been
'■ "'a ' warned to remove themselves from that place, |
-A i/ V • : for being outside the school premises the J’ < A • ■ ■ V X • • ^

V '' . '  ̂ ' 4'/ school authorities could not hold themselves |
’A-. '‘’"‘■'.Aff

' responsible If the vendors suffered any loss /— ■ ' -A-'' ' ■ on account of the boys. But k* In fact the ^



'vendors ear^mor©'than they risked to lose,
t • ■

so they stayed inspite of warnings by the 
school authorities and the occasional cheating 

y  and intimidation by P.C. his like. :;
P.C. had been often warned for '

1%  I ,

smoking within the school compound* On one ^
occasion he had drawn on the black-board a 

\ vulgar caricature of his teacher who had threat ,
- ,  ̂ . -ened to detain him if he did not devote s x®jc*$l

{ greater attention to his studies. The school
' /  walls, the bath rooms bore many examples of

; his drawings, drawings and sexual
jokes— his fling at the boys whom he did not
like . 1

P.C. is of average intelligence, hisi
I.Q. being 92. His teachers also thought that j‘
he could do better, if he would be regular in ;
his studies. The whole trouble with him, in his 

WakS
own words,^that he could not concentrate, tkESgi
though there were moments,when he v/as fired
with the idea of serious devotion to studies.

He has his own viex^s of his behavio-
ur. He feels that there is nothing in the home 

fto attracl^ him; in fact, he feels tliat perhaps 
he is not wanted. According to him, no body 
believes him and therefore he cannot persuade : 
himself to follow any body else’s advice. As 
P.C. has grwwn olddr and his habits have ■
persisted, the family too is inclined to ignore 
him. Now if he comes late in the evening, no 
HEjctiiKg body questions him. He told us that | 
sometimes when^returned in the small hours of | 
the morning his parents would not even open | 
the door for him and he would be compelled to | 

find a shelter for himself.
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P.C. has no thought for the f u t u r e ^ L  
money comes to him easily and easily he spends 

' it. He confesses that when he has got money, he
feels an itch to spend it «way, and hence his 
recklessness in throwing it away.

When P.C. failed last year, he
lireluctantly rejoined school. But he had in his 

heart finally broken away from the school life  ̂
and this year he was not sent up for the 
examination as he had failed to put up the 
minimum attendance in the classes. P.C’s school 
career is now finally finished.

Some-times P.C. would open out to 
us in an effusion of anger against his parents 
or an imagined wrong, or of self-pity. In those 
moments of self revealation he would inform us 
with an impish delight how he had dodged the 
law or defeated his opponents or coaxed and 
cajoaled Mr so and so in parting with money or 
some article. We discounted these stories,but 
a few were certainly true,

c m

- Name : D.C.
Age : 13 years.

■ . : / Resident of Bannu,
' Some three years ago a handsome

■ . . young boy was brought before a court of law on
' charges of having attempted to outrage the

modesty of a girl and having attacked another 
boy with a pen knife, li appeared that the other 

V boy caught the accused flagrante delicto with
\ the girl and when he raised adOtat alarm he was
\' \  attacked by the boy. The defence was simply

that the girl was an accomplice/the crime and

that the accused hat acted in self-defence when 4
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the other boy,who was the girl's brother, had
s^^arted beating hljn. The girl herself was a
minor and so the question of her consent to
the act did not arise, but these were mitiga- j i'|
ting circumstances besides his tender age and
the accusedwas released on probation of good
conduct.

This was D.C.'s first appearance in '' 
a law court and he was then just 13, and a 
student of V class. His prosecution naturally '

resulted in his explusion from the school, . '
and D.C.'s school career thus came to an end.

Before he came to Dehra Dun, D.C.'s 
father was a Municipal clerk on a salary of 
Rs 85/- per month plus a good chance of making 
easy money by allowing motor trucks to the

A

barrier without charging from them any octroi 
duty. At present he is employed elsewhere on 
Rs 69/- per month, which keeps him away from 
his house during the night.

The family occupies a two-roomed 
quarter in the Prem Nagar Refugee Relief Camp, 
which are barely furnished. Thera are, of cour­
se, no amenities.

The family consists of six members, 
besides D.C. and his ]parents, there are three 
other children, a girl 16 years, elder to D.C., 
and two boys, 8 and 3 years, who are younger tc 
him. Only D.C. and his younger brother have 
been sent to schools. His sister had had no 

 ̂ formal education, but she can read and write. '
His mother is illiterate.

The home atmosphere is far from 
congenial to normal development of



f ( i ) 5  " % Lyoung personality, for both mother and daughter 
indulge in social vice. In fact, the mother 
solicits for the daughter and also carries on 
her own business. The eldest brother^!).C., also 
is in the know of things and at times escorts 
her sister to the clients and also receives the' 
money. The mother works in collusion with some 
local pimp, but does not go to any brothel ,i'

i ' '

house nor allows her daughter to do so. She i 
iaiBx also works as an agent to three or four }
other cases in the camp. She receives visitors,! 
both for herself and the daughter, in her rooms 
one of which, she confesses, is kept for this 
purpose alone. We were told by the camp authori­
ties that the husband knows these affairs, but 
he connives at his wife's doings by keeping ;
himself away during the nights. Her neighbours

ij , "are naturally tired of this family's behaviour, j 
and find the nocturnal visits of her clients— -  ̂

cars may be found coming to the quarter even at ^
2 a.m.--- highly inconvenient and disturbing, i
But the mother has a way of explaining that her 
husband and his relations often come very late j 
and that one of them is also running a taxi. The^
mother charges Rs 4/10/- and the daughter Ss5/i6/,'

1
but the mother confided to us that her maximum | 
earning hadL. never exceeded Ks 100/-/-and tliat ' 
of tira her duaghter Rsl50/-/- per month. D.C.'s ' 
sister was married a year ago and her husband 
is employed in a local office. But her mother 
brings her to her own house only to ask the 
daughter to indulge in social vice, and thus 
incidentilly to supplement the meagre income of 
her family, '

■ | ' _



In her thirties, the mother is s t i l ^ L  
a beautiful woman and in excellent health. Her j 
children too enjoy very good health. Poverty 
does not appear to have had any effect upon the

ifamily's health, !
For as long as D,C, can recall, his 

mother has played the dominant role in the 
family affairs. She directs the affairs of the

ffamily, controlling the spending and to a large ; 
extent the actlvites of children. Even vrhen 
money was not scarce in the family, D.C.'s 
mother held the jmidai; now when every single 
pice is of KHte utmost concern to them, she feels 
that she is the major earning member of the fam- ’

i
iiy. j

t
It has not been so always, D.C. |

(
. remembers that before they came here there was

warmth in the relationship between his parents.
But the feeling of insecurity during migration ii
and extreme poverty during the early period of ’ 
their settlement here proved too much for her.
She neglected her children whom she considered 
as so much burden on her to carry through life 
and cursed her destiny. It was penury which 

, drove her to social vice. 'N
When D.C. came here, he was hardly 

six^ Recalling those days, he told us that with j 
his mother and kx his sister he used to go to j 
the r|ii!ver-bed to collect lime-stone, which they ‘ 
sold SHE for small amoiont of money. That was all ! 
the income on which they lived for many months,^
In turning to social vice as a means of livell- | 
hood and thus sacrificing her honour, D.C's 
mother considered herself as a martyr to the 
family cause, j

■ ■ * '-I
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In one respect, certainly, his moth­
er had high ambitions. She was determined that 
her boys at least should have some education so ' 
that they might lead a better life than she/ 
herself had had. D.C. therefore joined a-, school 
at the age of ten and was admitted into III class 

/ /  But the parents could not provide him with all ,i
the school books and stationery, and when D.C. !

^  stole books or pencils from other students, his .
mother's rebuke lacked force and conviction to | I 
the boy that it was wrong to do so.. His pre­
school period had already Introduced him to the 
varied world, of entertainment, of good clothes 
and easy life. He frequently secretly visited the; 
cinemas and occasionally smoked a cheap eigrette.;
All this required money,part of which came from
the tips he used to receive from the clients who ;

j
came to his mother and his sister; part from the 
money he took from his parents for buying a copy 
book or a pen which he never purchased but stole 
from other school boys. But somehow he managed 
to be promoted to the IV class whidh however 
proved a greater hurdle and he was detained for 
a year.

His school record showed that he 
very often truanted from school and his attain- '

i
ments in all subjects of the curriculum were very 
poor. His I.Q. was 90. He was also above the 
average age for the class and counted among his 
friends mostly students of higher classes. His 
teachers described him as assertive and rather

1

destraetlve in his tendencies. He would always ! 
try to have his own way. If, for instance D.C.
wanted a pencil from another boy and the latter 1



refused C. would fly into rage and ^ L
snatch, the pencil from the boy. We were told 
of an incident in which D.C. asked a boy to 
lend him his bicycle for a joy ride and upon 
being refused he cut the tyres with a blade <;
and hammered the frame with a brick. On anoth- 

r " er occasion D.C. took away an electric tordh
y', ' from a'boy on the assurance that he would soon

return it, but he never kept his word. When ^
/ that boy asked D.C. again and again to return

itbd-
the torch, D.C. turned so much against him if 
he KMiatocJEjnsiixkdtii threatened to beat him if he ̂
would find him alone.

Clearly D.C’s heart was not in the
' i

studies. He was inattentive in the class rocm |
and careless in his work. More jbhan that, his
attitude towards his teachers was impudent andj I

hostile. He believed that the school discipline
was meant for the mediocre and the ad ordinary
students. He claimed that an aotkai astrologer
had foretold that great destiny was in store
for him, and therefore he said he did not
bother about the school or the teachers or
the learning that they sought to impart.

By the time he reached V class,
he had become an expert pick-pocket and he ka

i
told us of his many exploits. But he was !
fortunate to have escaped the arms of law. |

His home atmosphere had givdn 
St<VnCtr

him a peculiar 'SifSWSR to his feelings towards 
the opposite sex. He would tease the girls 
and when passing them even on the road he |
would pass obscene remarks on them. Once j
when he had thus molested a girl;̂ , he was j 

ai^^horough;^^^^^^ ^



S tSex was no terra-incognita to him,
For sometime he had known a firl,K, and had sex- >
ual intimacy with her. But he told us that he was 
really in love with and she reciprocated his 
feelings. He used to give her little presents of 
sweets or toilet goods, and he showed us a number 
of letters from her. But here he was not so !

&»v
fortunate for^^one occasion he was discovered and 
as ife have already seen handed over to the police,
In that case, however, she had disavowed all ; 
feelings of love towards him. D,C» was disillusion

I

ned. He had suffered the ignominy of trx trial i s'
* :i '-iWith silent composure, but his friends faithless-, 

ness completely broke him.
After his release from that case, D,(

W/ iturned interprofessional crook and a habitual 1
■K, Idrunjiardf Last year he was found walking away

from the station waiting room with a suitcase of ■
a passener; but he was caught ar.\d handed over i

i
to the police. He is at present serving out a I 
term of eighteen month*s rigorous imprisonment,

1
This narration of his life story |

must end on a sad note. For D.C,*s attitude in ! 
the ;jail has not improved. He is bitterly resent­
ful towards all the world, and defiant of all I 
artda authority.

CASE NO.7.
Name j K,S.f  : 12 years, I

' Resident of Multan,

' ̂ t| a  young sikh boy of 12, K,S. comes
I' ^11 ■ of an agriculturist family of Multan. His father ,

yjj died when K,S, was three years ô .d and the family.
affairs passed into the hand of his maternal  ̂

hn uncle, K.S. has a younger brother aged 10. During]



I ®  '' <7s>' '■■' ' ^ L
partition, his mother and two children came to 

V * ■ India with her brother and his family. They migra-■ ;■', ■»;

ted to Wah camp fist and then to Dehra Dun in 1947,
Since K.S's uncle did not have exper­

ience of any other business except agriculture, he 
met with great dlfflficulty in finding employment at 
first and had to depend upon governmental support. 
Sometime afterwards,however, he got an appointment 
as a peon in a local office on a pay of Rs 60/-per 
month. This income was hardly sufficient for his 
uncle’s own family which consisted of his wife and 
three children. The result was that K.S. sco; and 
his mother also were compelled to work for themsel­
ves. For sometime, they worked in a texS tea-garden 
and when K.S. was a little/ older, seven years, he : 
found a ^ob with a restaurant on Rs 10/- per month.

For two years, K.S. worked in this 
restaurant where his ^ob was mainly to wash dishes 
and occasionally also to serve the customers. It 
was here that K.S, fonmed a company of much older 
persons and had his first experience of the outside 
world. It was hard work from early morning to late 
evening in which slack hours were usually occupied 
with idle gossip and smoking,- Occasionally when 
K.SD served the customers, he got’tips' also and 
this made him look forward to such occasionJ|^ ’rflth 
some anxiety. The small amount of money that he 
thus gained, he spent entirely on himself buying i 
tit-bits or sweets or pan, just as other servants 
in the restaurant did. In this way K.S. became 
more mature in the ways of the world than other
boys of his age,.

It was KKJCHsarati natural in these
circumstances for K.S. to have felt that he was 
not very much caredLfor in the family. His mother



§ L■ too cam© home tired after the day’s work and
. never bothered to enquire from K.S. how he had i

, spent the day. His uncle and aunt of course never *
bothered themselves about K.S. or his mother and

r.

never enquired even abodt their meals. K.S. had | 
very few clotl^es and as they had no means to make j 
new ones, K.S. and his mother sent all the year , 
with on3.y tattered old clothes on. Nature had 
endowed them with good health. But whenever, K.S. | 
or his kKffitkkKK mother^ell ill, it meant absence j 
of work and loss of wages, particularly in m e  vmx 

• case of the mother who worked on daily wagers. On
these occasions, not only was there no mor^y for 
medicines or the doctor’s fees, hut also very 
little for their meals. At such times, K.S. felt 
that ho should have saved something out of the 
money he got from the tips for such rainy days, 
but no sooner these occasions passed off, than 
the impression also vanished. But K.S. was led to 
thw conviction that In this selfish world, money 
mattered the most and earning money became his one 
aim. He would work harder to earn moneys and would 
sometimes save some but K.S. tells us that it 
hardly stayed long with him. For when he would 
pass a cinema-house or some shop, he would feel 
an Irrestible urge to drop in for a movie show or 
to purchase a comb or a hair oil. In the beginning 
he would be cut with remorse after having spent 
the money and he discussed his doubts with his 
friends in the restaurant. They laughed at him 
and argued that the money was after all his and 
his alone and he had every night to spend it on 
himself alone, and slowly this argument gained 
giEHniiix ground with him. Sometimes when they had 
sufficient leisure, the servants would sit dovm



at a. game of cards with stakes and K.S. would i^i_i 
also join them in the hope of making easy money. 
Sometimes he won, but more often he lost even 
the money he had with him.

In July 1961, K.S. left this service 
~ < and joined the school in III class on his mother's

, insistence. Before that K.S. had no formal school-^
: ' ing, and had only a nodding acquaintence with '{
► fthree R ’s. But the school did not attract him. ;

■' '■ ' i. ,■ The standard of education was rather high for ,j
him and most of %he teaching quite went over his
head. The subjects of study too did not interest
him much either. There was hardly anything which

' ' he could learn by doing. Nor were the school-mates
, to his liking. They were so much his juniors in |

. ... %  'I
- - ’ age, that he did not li/^e to mix with them. He

, ■ I ^. would again and again run away from his school and
; " , ^  spend his time in the company of his friends he kac

had made at the restaurant. The^e were his only
play-mates, and his orJ.y hobby was wandering to
different places of entertainment,

■ V  K.S. had very few copy books, pens ;
or pencils, and fevrer school books, but as tha]ie
things he did not really require he did not care
very much. On the other hand, he had no longer
any money to buy for himself the little luxuries j * *
to which he had become accustomed, such as sweets t 
or pan or a ticket to a cinema show. His mother |. ' ' . S'
had meanwhile giwen up her employment with the I 
tea-garden and had secured a job as a maid seri'ant?

j
in a well-todo family. She sometimes brought the | 
children of her employer with her to the house, |

JSand K.S. was atonce struck with the sad reality | 
that they were much better cared for than he I
himself had been. ^1



' "slowly K*S. began to steal small
amounts of money^from home and at first these 
thefts were not discovered. When, however, these , 
occurrences became too frequent, they aroused

■ 1
STispicion, but K.S. was not caught red-handed 
and he therefore escaped punishment. K.S. informed 
us thatthese small amounts of money gave that 
sense of freedom and of possession of things he ka 
had wanted so much. .

But K.S. managed to pass his examin­
ation in III class, and also IV class. In the 
latter class he was detained for a year, for he 
failed in all the subjects. Yet his teachers told 
us that he was not a very dull-headed boy— — his 
I.<3* in fact was 90, But he did not seem to be in­
terested in any thing for long and had a keen 
desire for change and novelty. He was, hox^ever 
far from beinĝ i»«|fjla*lfflRl ar^ docile boy. He was 
on the contrary adventuresome and could run risks 
and^dn the whole a person of strong likes and 
dislikes.

By the time K.S. reached V class, 
he was a little^ over 12 years of age. He had 
grown more inattentive in the class room, and 
careless in his studies. His habits too had been

/
firmly set in him. During this period, he stole 
his aunts' gold M M  necklace, sold it for a 
paltry sum and ran away for two days to Hardwar 
with his friends. His absence aroused suspicion 
in the family that it was K.S. who had stolen the 
ornament and on his return his uncle gave him a 
severe thrashing, but still K.S. did not confess 
or repent. In his h e a o n  the other hand, K.S, 
steeled himself against his uncle and grew more
hostlleand impudent towards him and his wife. He |

f
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also, became violent in his anger and once he hit 

• ' r j y ' '\r'y '-- ̂ ^other boy’s head with hockey stick in a quarrel] 
between his party and, another.

• '•' '• ■'■ *" 1 '' ' •’’ “ ' - Thei^ne day K.S. tried to take away
■'> , .•''a bicycle from a alnema hbuse and was caught and

’■: / handed over to the police. He was tried and found
guilty by the court but in view of his tender 

' • age, he was released on probation. His Education­
al career thus ended abruptly. At the time of 
writing, his whereabouts are not known to his 
family. They told us that after his conviction 
he was very morose, and then one night he went 
out and did not return.
Case.Ho.S 
Name j C.P.
Age : 15 years 
Resident of Lahore.

C.P. comes of a well-todo family.
His father, a Barrister-at-law, was a psjekek pros­
perous lawyer of Lahore, and had migrated to 
Dehra Dun in May 1947 before the communal distur­
bances began. Here he built a house of his own 
and soon came to acquire a fairly good practice 
at the Bar.

C.P. is the fourth issue of his 
paeents, there being one sister and two brothers 
elder to him; one younger brother, his grandfath­
er and grandmother besides his mother, being 
other members of the family.

The family lives in a decent 
bungalow in Dalejpwala and maintains two servants 
besides a gardener. The bungalow is richly furn­
ished. There is plenty of every thing, and G.P's 
father also owns a car. All the members of the 
family are in excellent health.
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It is a modern Educated family. The 

elder brothers and the sister are highly edncatedf 
the daughter, an M.A., has just been married and 
her next brother,a B.A., has joined the army recen­
tly. The third son is studying at the Medical

ICollege at Lucknow, j
For asilong as C.P. can remember, it ! 

has been a happy and well-knit family in which the 
relations between various members have always been 
cordial. His parents have never been separated for 
long and the relations between them have been good 
although not exceptionally warm. Yet it has been 
C.P's mother who has always controlled the affairs 
of the family; the father has a busy professional I
life and ddes not interfere in domestic matters. |i
C.P's grand parents are just, like most grand pare-^ 
nts, a doting couple. Club life, a Sunday bridge 
party, and drinking are parts of the parents'^, soci-

ii
al life to which naturally the children are not > i 
admitted.

His mother told us that C.P. weighed 
only six pounds at birth. As an infant he had 
measels, whooping cough and chicken pox, and at 
the age of six had a fKiEffi attack of typhoid which 
lasted for six weeks* He was very much of^whiner 
and "cry baby". At present however C.P. has no 
physical defect and is in good health. He is predo-j  ̂

minahtly lean, and has considerable muscularity of ^
the face, neck and shoulder regions of his body, | 
despite a slenderness in his lower extremities. He 
is short,slender, thin, has so far failed to show 
signs of physical maturityji|Comparable with his age, 
and there is a considerable amount of disproportion 
between different parts of his body.

I



fi( #  )r • ( c T
v K&J-J  When C.P. 'Came to Dehra Dun he was

barely eight years old. In Lahore, he had been
educated at home by private tulrors and on coming
here, he was admitted into III Class* From the
very beginning he showed a disinclination towards f
studies. His tutors had taught him for an hour on
so every week-day and had been*^re interested in
spending their allotted time than in impAsting |
soimd education to the boy.. C.P. would treat his I
tutors more as his equals than as his superiors
entitled to respect. This attitude he retained
throughout his educational career. The result
was that he was weak in all the subjects of studyj

We-rc.
but the languages and arithmetic her particularly 
his weak points. Neither of his parents cared to | 
know any thing about his education and satisfied | 
their conscience by engaging the tutors. His elde? 
brothers and his sister were all good students i 
and so was his younger brother who was described 
by his teachers as a very bright boy. C.P, had 
begun his studies somewhat later than his brother^ 
probably on account of his illness, an.d had there­
fore suffered greatly by comparison with others.

' Slowly he developed a complex that he was good for
nothing, and there was no use in trying to improve!

He had great fascination for cinema i 
from his early childhood and had a special liking j 
for the sort of films which may be described as |

•westerneifs * in the language of the American films 
— —  these which depicted the cow-boys and their

adventures, with lots of killing and shooting
and romance. In theses films, C.P. found his own !

1

heroes; and the life they lived becaiae his own
(

■if ' ^

dream. Above all, the addiction to the movies
1.developed into him a tendency to day-dreaming, ]

h ' ' I



m '  ■' " <«. '* • <SL
Many a time C.P. would leave his house «»d 
ostensihly for the school^ but would throw his 
books in the hedge of his house and would go to 
a matinee show instead. When C.P. was olderj 
even on holidays, he would tell bis parents that , 
he had to an extra-class in the school and would 
go to the cinema instead. Of course, the parents , 
did not^their children accasionally ^oing to | 
cinema shows; in fact, the elder children i*?ent | 
to the picture once or tesdbfiM twice a month with

explicit approval of their parents. But the paren 
-ts themselves never took the children ^̂ rlth them, 
and they were completely ignorant of C.P.’s
frequent visits to the pictures*

Naturally C.P. found that he had
nothing in common with his own class-mates. His 
inclination lay in a different direction, his 
tastes were more mature and advanced and his 
field of activity wider than those of his class-  ̂
fellows. He naturally sought his companions

among the older boys.- Most of his Iriends flatte­
red his vanity and remained in his company for 
their ends, and all enjoyed at his expense..

In the family, the children were 
given pocket money every month and vrtiile other .
children spent it judiciously, C.P* ran out of |

to" ■it very soon and he had^ask for more from his j
mother.. Sometimes his mother refused and then ;
C.P. stole the money from the house, ,!

C.P. was very obstinate and stubb­

orn. If he had set his heart upon doing something
......  or getting something, no amount of persuasion or

punishment would make him see the opposite.. Once
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his friends suggested a Sunday outing to the j

Sulphur Springs but his parents, when C.P. told | 
them of the excursion, refused hia permission tfc 
to^because no teacher was to accompaiiy the party*
C.P. ran away with his f r i en ds He returned late i 
and was duly beaten, but that had no effect upon 

. him. On another occasion he asked for a camera
and when they appeared to postpone its purchase, : 
he stole the money out of his mother's purse and I 
bought the camera*. It was not as if he was really I 

interested in photography, for only after a few 
months, he had lost all interest in it, and 
completely discarded it.

Even as a small child, C.P.was 

aggressive in his behaviour, even towards his own 
brothers. All the children in the family had toys ; 
of their own. His own toys, C.P, would throw j

away after a time and would demand those of others 
But his younger^and his sister ware specially 
careful in keeping their toys and would not give  ̂

them to C.P. ilhen they persistently refused to j 
part with their toys, C.P. would fight with them  ̂

and snatch away their toys and break them to 
pieces. With his elder brothers he did not 
succeed in the fight, with them he adopted a 
different way. He would take their toys when his i 
brothers were away and destroy them. This destru­
ctive tendency in C.P, remained even when he was 

older. On another occasion when C.P. was 12, he i

and his party of friends severely beat the manager' 
of a circus company for having refused j
them concessions as they did not have identity I 
cards with them. The police intervened and the

rowdy boys were arrested and taken to the police ■ ̂
i
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staticaa, but C.P. got out of the affair and was 
not prosecuted on account of k±* the Influence 
of his father..

As C.P. grew, his habits were more
ytsideeply eĝ pg red in him and his behaviour became 

far more aggressive, even violent. He beg®n 
smoking and drinking too. He often stole the 
books of his elder brothers or sister, and 
these books fetched good prices. He sold his own

I
bicycle, but his father refused to buy him |
another. Thereupon,C.P. sold away his elderi' '

i
brother's cycle, which his father had to ^
purchase back from the purchaser. C.P. was a

i
terror to his own class-mates. His behaviour 
towards teaechers who let him have his way was . j

I

condescending, but towards those who disapproved 
of his ways, it was Impudent and menacing^

: C.P's I.Q. is 95. He managed to i
secure a ’promotion' in III class, but has 
consistently failed to pass other examinations 
in the first attempt, with the result that at j 
the age of fifteen (1964) he is still in VIII i 
class. His younger brother, who is two years 
his ;junior^is with him in the same class. Need­
less to say C.P’s achievements in all sub;jects | 
are very poor. But he is a good actor, and is | 
much sought for by the school Dramatic Associa­
tion.

CAgS
Name j J.P.
Age s 14 years.
Resident of Gujranwala.

i

Any day if you stop a while near ; 
parking place for cars by the clock tower at
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the entrance to the Pattan Bazar, you may be 
surprised by a brl;lght young boy offering to 
polish your shoes for a couple of annas. He is
any thing, you feel, but the professional shoe-

■ . • *' ' » •<1blick; he is certainly more sophisticated than ^
his brothers in the trade and is likely to ra?_- I
se a suspicion in your mind that he does not

, X  khow his job. But if you happen to oblige hiii,
perhaps more out of pity or curiosity or sheer

' , ■ whim, than of necessity, you would be atonce j
struck by his way of engaging you in conversat-|CVw.̂ ' _
ion and by doing his job as wellas^one else,

f - j .
And whin as you leave him, he says to you, •* ,
Thank you, Sir§ Goodby,” you cannot help feel- j
ing sorry for him. 1

He is J.P, a young Agrawal boy ,
“ •*. * 1. -

of 14, who should not have been there, but for ■
Ifiis fate, as J.P. puts it.

For he comes of an average midd­
le class Punjabi fafiilly which had not known a I case like J.P.'s. Before partition, his father j

I  ran a furniture mart in Gujranwala with a fair- !
I  ]_y good business. Of course he had to leave all j
I V  ̂ this behind in Pakistan when he came to India. |
I i V The family consists of four
M  boys and their parenti; J.P.is the youngest
i  '!*' child. In 1947, the family migrated to la3cte±l \ - ‘ spending sometime in j
; '• Refugee camps settled in Dobhalwala in a small

^  I two-roomed tenement for which they paid Ife 16/- ^
H  ^ as rent. The house does not have even a bath-
i  ' . ’ , room. One room is used as a kitchen-cum-store- |
■  . ' room while the others serves as the living ^

available just in .



®  front of^the house and here J.P’s father- s l o ^ ^ L
started; his business. Today he is a modest 
carpenter and a dealer in fuel wood. In the 
partition, he lost all he had to start from the : 
lowest rung of the ladder. But by dint of hard 
work, he has been able to rehabilitate the fam­
ily. There is no affluence; but there Is^carc- 
ity either of the necessites of life. But

^ j
r

both mother and father have to work hard to make* 
the ends meet. Mother knits and sews for her t 
neighbours and in the beginning had to serve as ■ 
a cook in a family. Father has always been 
occupied with his own business.

Health is a valuable asset with the 
family. Although none of the members has known j 

 ̂̂ serious illness, the effects of poor nutri­
tion areNkO,j<eady visible, particularly among the 
children. J.P. ls"lb«^n and slender, and under  ̂
weight but otherwise does not show any signs of 
physical defect.

J.P. has always been his mother’s 
favourite, not only because he is the yoixngest 
of her childre, but also because she feels she 
had not been able to give to J.P. as much of 
herself as to other children. The eldest son '

■ is 21 and is employed as a peon in a local bank.
'' The second son is 18 and is working as a bus

i>, J . ,

• conductor in Delhi while the third is 16, and ;
have

i ^  an apprentice to his father. The boys/had little
education and the circumstances forced them to 

; find employment and earn their livelihcood quite'. ’ i .  ̂ J''--/
' early in their lives. When J.P, reached the

' ■ school going ^age, the family circuisistances had f
• . improved and he was admitted in III class in a |

school, ̂ J.P.was then nine,,



Dobhalwals is Bade up of two distiu- 
. ' ̂-'r ' ct parts. In one area of locality live the

'' '■ > ■ rich in their expansive bungal^ows and in the
’  ̂ other a motley crowd of the refugees and the

•Pahar»is*, J.P.’s house was situated in the 
latter area. Before he vrent to school,J.P« would 
loiter in the streets, or he would go to his 
father's shop where all sorts of people came on 
business or just for gossip. He would wander farv 
away with his friends, to Pa|tan Bazar, Railway 
Station, Karanpur, Chakrata Soad, even to Prera 
Nagar. But he had no liking for any games in 
particular and never participated in school 
games.

In fact, in the school, J.P. felt
fiSk-like at ouft of water.. There was too much

rigorous discipline and too long hours in the 
class-rooms for him. His own class-mates appear­
ed to him just kids with whom he did not like tCj 
mix. The free outdoor life called him back again 
and again, and he would leave the school on the 
slightest pretext and join the compl^any of his 
earlier friends. When his father enquired of 
him why J.P. had returned from school he would 
put forward some excuse. There were of course 
a few occasions when J.P. was found out and he I 
was punished. Slowly, he learnt the expedient : 
of not returning home till it was time to returij 
from the school in his normal course. Gradually

I
this habit developed into lying. J.P. boasted | 
that he could narrate any story with an appear- | 
ance of genuineness. |

J.P.'s main grievance was that I 
■ the school curriculum was dull and uninterest- I



all he found equally uninspiring. 'They seemed 
to tell him things which he did not want to 
know. Arithmetic was particularly hard for

fhim and J.P. frankly confessed that he had no 
respect for his teacher in that subject; he had 
frequently received severe punishment for his ! 
failure to do homt-work and he utilised every' |
opportunity of escaping from the arithmetic |

,1

class. ''I
But J.P. was far from being a dull 

boy. He had average intelligence with an I.Q. 
of 90, and it was subsequently revealed that 
he had a native talent for carpentry, for which 
the school itself did not offer any opportunity 
of development. The real trouble with him was 
that he could not concentrate his attention on
any subject for long.

He passed III and IV classes with 
little difficulty but it was ohly in the second 
attempt that J.P. could pass the IV class. In 
this period he had developed a passion for 
marbles and cards, and that was the main 
reason why he had failed to devote himself 
to sBt study. It is not uncommon for hoys ofIi this age to play either at marbles or cards,
but in J.P.’s company the play was always with 
stakes. Now J.P. had very little money to spare 
all that he had was a few annas he occasionally 
got for refreshments in school, Nattirally, in 
the first instance J.P* was lured into these 
games by the prospect of making quick and easy 
money, but the habit gained ground with him 
he played more to pay off his debts of honour 
than to earn something. His company was essent- 
ially one of Paharls with little education and ■ 

'u ' their immm who were employed as domes-
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domestic servants or in other establishments, or ox 
his own community who were just as well tmsettled.
In their company he early began to smoke.

Slowly J.P. began to steal small amounts 
of money which he could find in his father's cash- 
box or in the toilet case of his mother. On one 
occasion J.P. was found ^o have stolen his mother's 
wedding ring and pawned it with a money lender for 
a paltry sum. His father redeemed it, but gave a
thoroughly good beating to J.P.

Another abnormality which J.P. developed 
at this period was on account of the fact that the  ̂

boys of his company were much older to him and i
indulged in dirty sexual jokes. J.P. soon became a T| 
passive homosexual. Incidentally, he earned a little^ 
out of this; although this was far from being the 
object of his indulgence. Certainly, the isnferiority^ 
complex which J.P. developed, and his tendency 
towards self-pity are to be ascribed to this factor. 
Strangely enough, these circumstances led to the 
development of exhibitionist tendencies in him. On j 
more than one occasion he was found exposing his 
body before girls who happened to pass down the

i
lane when he thought he was unobserved. On other \ 
occasione he would express his Indignation against ; 
a particular boy or even a teacher by writing a 
dirty joke about him on the black board or the J

I school wall or drawing a g figure in the school |
•jr

lavatory. j
Yet J.P. was not docile; he had a 1

volatile temper and was known to be particularly 
refractory when he was roused. When his anger |
had cooled, he often felt sorry for what he had I 
done; but he said he could not help it, nor could J 
he give any reason why he had stuck to that |
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behaviour. He said he did it, because he must do l^iLi 
Thus on one occasion he severely beat a small child 
who had informed J.P.'s father that he had left the 
school long before it closed and had seen him smoking' 
on his way back.

It was in the second year of V class that ( 
J.P. while playing cards at a friend’s house was  ̂

arrested by the police under the Gambling Act on the 
main Diwali day. On account of his tender age J.P. 
was let off by the police who did not even send him 
to the court. J.P. was truly scared and for sometime i 
he managed to keep himself away from his old friends, 
and made frantic efforts to devote himself to studies, 
He was partially successful for he was promoted to  ̂

VI class. But as the days passed, the Impression worej 
off and J.P. was again dr^wn to his old friends and 
habits.When J.P. again failed in the VI class, his 
father withdrew him from the school and turned him 
out of home, J.P, then took to shoe -polishing.

J.P. is now homeless and friendless, but 
earns enoggh to live on. In the night he would try to| 
find a place to lie down; it may be the outer verandalj 
of a cinema or a shop, occasionjilly a friend would j
give him shelter for the nightSometimes he earns j
enough to save even after he hai paid for his frugal 

.• fare, but the money creates injhim an itch to spend,
and he would spend it on a cigarette or a cinema show 
and then he would Kpijosui turn to his old habits. J.P. ; 
is unfortunately caught in a vjlcious circle, hut he 
is making heroic efforts to bi^eak it. It is too early 
to predict whether he would succeed, for at present | 
the struggle for existence is keenest. But there is i 

■ one redeeming feature in his behaviour. Ke feels that
he could not blame his parents for expelling him from 

^̂ ̂ home, and that his friends no longer cared for him as|



tirgency'^o live and in the« new freedom to choose, J.P. sees the light of hope
faith to make good after all.-

S4§g-JS.,-LQ
Mame , S.K.
-̂ g® • 18 years ^

,' Resident of Jhang. 'f̂u 'n u '
‘ ,' S.K. comes of an average middle class
' ' ' family which migrated to India in September 1947,

just before the fury of communal disturbances in the 
Punjab alAost completely barred the gates of escape. ■ '.'i t. S '
to Hindus. The family had not much to lose in their

,V'-
journey here, for S.K.'s father was only a clerk in 
an insurance office. Btit it had a bitter tale of 
suffering to tell, For a long time the family had

t

been led to believe that although India had been 
partitioned, they would be allowed to live. Soon, • 
however they were disillusioned, and when on August | 
25,1947, the District Magistrate promulgated an j
order forbidding any person from leaving the district 
with any thing else than what he could carry on his !

. • own person, they tealised to their dismay that that
was their last chance to escape or to resign themsel­
ves to the tender mercies of their Muslim brethnen , ! 
Though a conflagration of commxmal disturbances, the 

. ’ family made itdi? slow and painful way to India
,■ only to find that they had before them the terrible■■

' ' struggle for existence. IVom one camp to another,
' ' ' '  ̂ ,‘ , the family moved on till it came to Dehra Dun in ,

September. For sometime it lived in Prem Nagar camp, I 
then in the refugee colony near the railway station i
till it finally came to settle in 1949 in Karanpur, ;

In the begining S.K’s father had no job ! 
at all, and the family had to depend upon governmen- 

'b • S.K's ^^st^r^egan to work for



Q t\X'^yy ’ himself. At first, he earned a pittance bjr selling
home-made confectionaries, biscuits etc. For seme- 
time, he sold newspapers also. In all this, his /
children also helped him, and went round the Baxar 
with him. Then in 1949, S.K,*s father got an appoint­
ment as a clerk in the Survey of India office and;- j 
the family’s prospects brightened. A little later^’ jd 
the family moved to KarEnpur and began to live in a 
two-roomed tenement on the upper floor of a house ;  ̂
which was occupied by several other families.

They pay 25/- for this house, which 
has neither any toilet nor any bath room or kitchen. 
The verandah selves as the family kitchen, while the 
water tap and lavatories on the ground fioor serve 
all the families which live here. Still the furnish-1 
Ings are just sufficient; there are no luxuries or | 
extras.

S.K. is the eldest child in the family,!’ '!
He was s±k«k: eleven when he came to Dehra Dun and j; 
had two younger brother5 and a sister,seven,four and 
two respectively. Early in 1947 his mother had died 
of pulmonary tuberculosis. In 1949, his father had 
again married, but S.K.'s step mother died only after 
four years leaving behind a daughter barely two years 
old.

But this is^to say that the family 
suffers from poor health. In fact, S.K,’s grandmother 
is still alive and is an old woman -of nearly seventy j 
five. S.K.'s father is a middle aged roan but in 
excel^jnt health. S.K. himself has never known any 
serious sickness a day. He is predominantly lean, haŝ

A j
considerable muscularity of the face, neck, and |

!
shoulder regions of the body, despite a slenderness j 
in his lower extremities. He is short and thin and \'

there is considerable disproportion between different^ 
parts of his ^ody. But S.K, does not show any signs-j



I f ) ! of physical defect.
Although he is yet a boy, S.K. is

by
easily marked out of the general run of boys fefc

fhis fondness for goodwood, good clothes and of ^
good ̂ living; always he is neatly and smartly
dressed. We are told that these characteristics
of temperament he has inherited from his mother.'
For sometime before her death, she had suffered
from a failing eye sight, but even this handicap;
or her diseased lungs had not damped her zest i
for living. Moreover she was a tidy house-keeper,

e
But above all,she was a master of chast| spoken  ̂

Urdu. Even her husband and her mother-in-law who; 
were often the victims of her barbed language 
would admit that she was a fine conversationalisi 

But it appears that she was a 
supremely unhappy woman. She could not be at 
peace with her husband or her mother-in-law and  ̂

even in xlKtestsx siJElcbed was grudging and gi’amb- 
llng and cursing. Perhaps her illness had made 
her so; it had certainly aggravated her irrita- ' 
bility, Whenever she was roused, she would abuse 3 

every one, her children even. Her life, her ! 
illness and her death had left a deep Impressionj 
upon S.K. who harboured a bitter resentment 
against his father. Later, he was to say it 
openly that his father was the cause of all her 
miseries and had killed her. When his step-mothe] 
died, S.K, repeated the charge that his father 
had killed her too and maliciously suggested tha- 

I his father was more concerned wtth his own
I physical need for marriage than the care of the

children.
’ S.K,‘s father is the usual non-intei

-fering type of^family man, who leaves the



to the women. In the quarrels b e ^ l L  

 ̂ mother and wife, he took no sides, and |
patiently bore the vituperations of both. When 
S.K. abused him and Insulted him before others,he 
was hit hard, but even then he did not argue or 
retaliate, he just avoided his soni*— Slowly he | 
began to dread S.K, who ruled the house as a
tyrant, i

S.K. treated his grandmother with col<̂
contempt and also quarreled with her. But the old :
woman always upon S.K,, asking whether hd
had taken his food or he had gone to school or hac
some pocket-money. His step mother, S.K, simply
ignored. She was much younger to his father, and
S.K. considered a poor helpless thing which wad

/Iw-d
not worthy of his attention. 'm& of course, she j

‘"■"■•f,- I
, was ever silent and away when S.K. was in the |

house,, '' ' '■
To the other children, S.K, was a |

fearful and domineering personality who brooked 
no disobedience. They meekly submitted to him, 
but he always remained emotionally aloof from 
them, S.K, was a sad and lonely boy in his own ji... J
home, i

Outside the home, S.K’s friends were
. . not boy» of his own age, but were much older to |

him. For nearly a year after he came her ^  S.K, ,
did not go. to any school, and had to go round 
selling biscuits or newspapers with his father. j 
In these sassds± conditions particularly he came |

. ' in contact with older persons, rather than young
,/ ' . f boys. It was in this period that S.K. began to

i '•jj, ' smoke, almost all his friends smoked, and many of
them drank. Usually when S.K. went alo.ne to sell

asked to receive payments ffom
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customers of newspapers, he kept the money for 
himself, and of course, on account of his beha- 
viour none cou|.d ask him for It.

S.K. v/as a student of V class when on 
account of the partition he had to give up and 
came to Dehra IXin, As a matter of fact, he had 
entered m. school at the normal age and had 
managed to scrape through the examinations. Nor 
was: he dullard, his I.Q. was 90, But from the 
very beginning his heart was not in the studies..
He would often run truant and would wander far 
from home in the company of his friends. To cover 
it up he would invent various excuses. From the | 
very beginning he was obstinate, and even when t 
he was found out and beaten he would not admit 
his mistake. On the contrary he was defiant of 
all sam authority either of school or at home.
Any attempt to check him only resulted in great­
er persistence on his part to do what he pleased.
He would take advantage of the unhappy relations­
hip between his father and mother on the one hand 
and his grand mother’s extreme fondness for him,
on the other. When his father refused to give ____
him money, he v/ould beg his mother, and if she 
failed too, he would coax and cajole his grand­
mother. His father told us that between them the 
two women, his mother and wife, had spoiled the ''

I child. When the family's circumstances vrere
I * better before the partition, it was not much

difficult to satisfy the child's whims, but when.
■ > >

after the partition, there was not enough money ’
for even their primary needs S.H.was
more often refused with the result his anger '

'■'•ftoA'/ards his parents assumed the form of open I 
hostility towards them, |



‘ in July 1948, S.K. was admitted
VII class on an an affidavit to the effect that 
he was a student in V class when he had to leave

UAV--his studies. Although, there vras nothing-usual in
jhis admission in VII class, S.K, found it very j i
' "1 .^difficult to follow the teaching given here. For !

'.•i

^ ; one thing,the language presented a great hurdle, |
Punjabi was the only language which he had been, 1 
accustomed to hear both in his home and outside, I 
and Hindi which was used in his classes and in his; 
books, he did not find easy to understand. Again, 
English too was not easy for him, and iiathematics . 
had been a nightmare to him from the very beginn! 
-ing. It was therefore natural that he lost all | 
interest in his studies. Moreover, his one year | 
at home had given him a taste of the freedom of 
the outside world, and he would leave his school

I
to join his friends. The result was that he failed^ 
in the seventh class, and thereby v/as deprived of 
the freeship.

S.K. decided that the school was . 
no good for him, and next year joined another 
school, the Sadhu Ham Higher Secondary School, 
which is in the heart of the city. One of the 
reasons why S.K. chose this school was that some 
of his friends belonged to this school, although |

'’'ithey were students of higher classes. In this
4company he became a confirmed smoker and cinema ^ 

goer. His habit demanded money, and S.K, used to 
steal money from home v/hen his parents or grand- | 
mother did not give him any, S.K, was atonce ■
struck with the great display of fashion in the | 
city, and began to behave as a little dandy. I
He hated poor clothers, and always quarrelled

■ ^ 4
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v;lth his parents to get bin good clothess I

Dehra Dun was an entirely new ■
environment for S.K., and his friends would ;

■ I

describe this place and that, they had been to . 
S.K.also was smitten by the tirge to see, and when 
he pleaded lack of money, his friends suggested 
that they never paid for their ticket when they 
went to Hardwar on Delhi, for after all it was 
their privilege as students to travel without 
ticket. They said it was great fun deluding the 
ticket checkers, going from one compartment to 
another, and if they were after all caught by one,

• he, poor fellow, could hardly say anything in the 
face of all those boys. Leaving his class, S.K. 
would thus go on trios to Hard-war or Saharanpur or X.

j 'Delhi, Usually he would go early morning and ret-
\

urn by the night when he would be asked no quest- 
ions, but sometimes he would stay away the night 
also. He had nothing to fear at home for none 
could dare ask him questions. It was plain sailing 
most of the time,but on one occasion S,K., was 
caught by a checking party when all
his friends ran away, and it was only after a 
lot of pleadings that S.K, \̂ as released. The 
dispute between friends was however soon made up, .

In 1949 S.K,*s family, as we have 
already seen, had moved to Karanpur, and his fath-^ 
er had obtained a >liob in the Survey Of India 
Office, So v^hen S.K, passed his VII class, he 
was aoteit withdrawn and was admitted in VIII in 
the D.A.V, Higher Seconday School. In this local!- 
ty is also situated the D.A.V,College and the . ■.
population is predominantly refugee. A large ,J

, i



(® l« iS a  ' ' ■ (Stnumber of boys k m i  came here and most of them kj.1^

/
W ‘ live in hostels and private.boarding houses. S.K,

formed here a new company, although some of his old 
friends still remained ^vlth him. It was here that 
fehK S.K. developed the habit of shop-lifting. From 
the beginning he had josy: very few books of his own, 
and his indifference to studies made him treat 
books with scani|reBEpect|i. He vrould therefore steal 
books without any compunction. His v/ords best 
describe the evolution of this habit,

"When we were shop-Jifting we always I 
made a game of it. For example, we might gamble on.-j

 ̂ I;who could steal the most books in a ^  day or who ; 
could steal in the presence of a shop officials 
and get away. We were always daring each other and 
thinking up new schemes. This was the best part of : 
the game. I would go into a shop to steal a book oi? 
mma» a pen or some other article by asking for 

 ̂ Ijiiijiliiiii li'iHiBlilFTP I number of similar articles, and
when the isr-fckgx shopkeeper was not watching walk out 

’ of the store after slipping the book or the article
in the coat. Then the experiment would be repeated: 
in another shop. I might do this all d^'and have a 
bundle at night. It was fun I wanted, not any artic 
-le in particular. I kept his up for months and kki| 

i then beganVo sell the things to other college stud-l
ents a very cheap price. I v̂ rould pretend to be a 

> poor refugee studdnt who earned an honest
selling things and helping his family. It was at 
this time that I began to steal for gain." |

Yet it was not always an easy job,|
IS.K. was caught on one occasion and his coat pHmsE| 

wa-y pockets were found to contain a number cf |
. , various articles— —  bocks, soaps, fountssn pens, «

combs and other toilet goods etc. He was handed I



' ||- over, to the police and for a day had to remain in 
the police lock-up. But he was bailed out by his 
father. During the trial, the police advised him 
to make a confession of his guilt so that a lenient 
view might be taken of his offence. S.K, confessed 
and was eeleased after admonition. This was in 1960 
and he was then hardly 14.

This incident cost him a year, for he 
failed in VIII class. But apart from the fact that 
he drew farther and further from his parents and 
home, there was hardly any effect upon S.K. His 
father had so managed the affairs that most people 
had ncsCheard of S.K.’s trouble with law. For a time 
S.K.vras sobered, but the effect did not last long 
and he v;ent back to his friends. In his own class, 
S.K, had fe\T friends, but his company included those 
more senior students who were the turbulent elements 
in idoiKsodsBuat the school society and”bossed" over 
younger boys. During the examination, S.K. carried 
a book in the examination hall and when the Inviglla 
-tor noticed him, S.K, showed him a knife from lujder 
his shirt. The invigilator knew that S.K. would do 
what he threatened, heeded the warning and never 
returned to the place where S.K. was sitting. S.K. ,i 

managed to be promoted, for insplte of allIi this, he could not do well in Mathematics.
1 It was not as if S.K. was a good-foi*

 ̂ -nothing fellov/. He was particularly good at free j -
9  ■I band drawing and easily stood at the top of his ■
i class. He could fix a lamp bracket or mend a cycle
I puncture better than most boys of his age. But the ^
I main trouble idLth him was that he could not concen- *
I trate on any thing for long. Many unfinished drawin-J

gs in pasted bear testimony to this fact. S.K,

- .v  '



himself "^onfess^ he seemed to have Insatl-
 ̂ 'li urge for innovation, change, movement, that

he'seemed to suffer from an incurable restlessness 
|iJ; / ■ of the spirit. Yet he did not have any particular |

, ‘ ’ goal in view. V/hen asked what he would like to 'a®/.:./,’. ■■''I'c! become after his education,he said he did not
‘ ‘ hJ -

''A''*"'" " know. He had a vague idea that education upto a ;
certain standard, say High School or Intermediate, 
would help him get a job, but he adnitted that
money could be earned in various ways, and he V

i
did not know why he should chose the one way and ’ 
not the other. ;I

But S.K. does not suffer from feel-^
e ■ ' j 'ings of insecurity, anxi^y,inferiority, and frus­

tration. On the contrary he has grandiose notions 
about himself,and ideas of adventure and ambition 

' which are entirely unrealistic; he would like to
■ V '/I - s;■; have every thing; he has strong wishes and impulse;

and is unable to control them fx.®aa for any length | 
of time; he ha§ a marked hostility towards others, 
especially to authoritative adults, v/liom he fears 
and dls-trusts. His labile emotional tendency soop 
overcomes whatever caution and hesitancy he may be 
able to DUS muster, and he quickly becomes involved

I
in irresponsible behaviour. '

S.K. has never participated in *
School games, and has no hobby. He told us that as 
a’little child, the only game he liked was breal- 
ing the street lamps by throwing stones at them, ,
He recalls that when he was six he had broken twe- I 
nty lamps in a day— — a record in his company. j 
Another Incident he vividly recounted before us | 
was when at about the same age, he ''swiped" four |

; wheels from a baby's perambulator parked near his i

/I'iy*'''' , house.



Uox) § L
‘ When we came across S.K. towards the end |

of 1964, he was in X class, bat he told ns that ‘
•tohe would not sent up for the exaraination for he 

had not put up the required school attendance. He j
was right. He was not only^sent up for examination! 
but was also asked to quit at end of the term. At 
present S.K. is a peon in a local office, having
been withdrawn from school by his father who refu-

■ ;:s5!sed to pay further fo r his education. |.............. I

1
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G H A P T S R IV II
lr\ G E N B R A L C 0 N C L IT S I ONg
j| --------  X6--------

[ In the last chapter ve have described in |
I- ';; ; detail case-histories of a few of the delinquents we |

studied in our investigation. We may now ask ourselvesj
P' how typical of juvenile offenders are these cases? Axm^
pi i
|r how do they compare with the boys growing up in more i
I* or less similar circumstances who do not resort to

anti-social behaviour despite the deprivations and
pa- pressures of a vicious environment? Can we discern ;
fe . Iany general characterstic|fs which mark out a.p delln- |
p ' .  I
E  quent from a non-delinquent? |

As we pointed out earlier some light may : 
II be thrown on this question by turning to a considera-!I tion of delinquents with#their match-mates, all living

in Identical environments. It is well to remind our­
selves that occasional childhood lapses from conven­
tional behaviour are not significant; it is at least | 
partial habituation in anti-social conduct that reall; 
|ts off the delinquent boy from others; and it is 
therefore this type of lad who should be contrasted

with the general run of boys. I
Investigation of 150 non-delin- '

OcC^SlOTlA.1 quents revealed that a fourth of them had misbehaved ^
Unsocial Beha­viour. to the extent, for example, of smoking on a few

occasions in their earlier years, once or twice {
'swiping' much desired articles from the counters of 
a store. One in had tried sneaking into movies, 
occasionally truanted from school, or were described 
by their mothers as being stubborn. Ax A small propo­
rtion kept late hours, a few used vile language, or 
ran away from home and so on. But such misconduct 

H  proved to be very occasional or accidental and was



(§ L
quickly abandoned,. Indeed it would almost seem j
that while some types- of children are crimlnallaed ,

; /, ■ . by early experiences with dAlinquency, others are |
immunized thereby, |

i
On the other hand, the 150 delinq- ; 

Parsidtent uents had an official history of persistent and !
pe_lnaue3a£y serious delinquency. Nearly three fourth of them I

The Pattern of bad been charged with theft and kindred I
.Tiivenlle grimes, Ioffences; 20 with gambling; 6 with crimes j

I

against public order, such as rioting and affray j 
etc; 13 ^ with truancy; 10 /S , with running away; i 
6 ^ with assault and causing hurt, 2 /S, with sex 
offences, e,g, D.C.'s case (no,6); and 2 5 with 
robbery and serious crjlmes. It may, however, |
be mentioned that usually a delinquent was charged | 
with more than eneof these allegations.

The average age of the delinquents at
Age of Juveniles, the time of their first court appearance proved to 

be 12,4 years; their average age at fitx first ; 
conviction, 12,5 years. It would therefore appear

!
that in at most all cases the boys were prosecuted ; 
when they were arrested by the police (J.P.'s case | 
No,9)was an exceptlonxi rather than the rule ) and ’ 
that in all cases the offenders either confessed | 
their guilt or were unable to give any evidence in | 
their defence with the result that the trial |
speedily came to end with the conviction of the j.
accused, |

A study in retrospect of the first cle-j 
ar signs of the delinquents’ social maladaptation— j 
—  stealing, truancy, destructive tawchlef, stubbo-,j 
rnness, disobedience, running me away, sex affairs s 

' and the like-— reveals nearly half of them j
ishowed evidences of maladaptation before their !
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eighth year and another two-fifths before their ,
eleventh year, making a total of 88 % whose anti
KBffixi social conduct was already unmistakable
before puberty. The average age at the onset of i
their anti-social behaviour was found to be 8*3 ^• r  'jyears, in contest with the average sqpBs age of 12.4A ■
years at their first court appearance.

If it be true that ” the apple does
F a m i l y  T<srr

not fall^frora the tree", then the first question to:
which we must direct our attention concerns the ;
background of the parents of our boys. From what
kind of people did they spring? In what kind of |
environments were they reared? Since they must
have carried into the process of child care and
discipline the ideational, emotional, spiritual
and behavioural residues of their ov,!! upbringing,^ ■
it is relevant to consider some of the influences'"'--,,̂ ___,

e ^to which these parents had been subjected, Thir 
own childhood deprivations, frustrations, and other^ 
emotional eruption and disruptions,may well have 
been reflected in their attitudes and practices 
when they, in turn, had to deal with their children;

In the first chapter we have called 
attention to some of these factors. We have seen  ̂
how in some aspects the culture of those who came j 
differed from that of their new kgnosds: homeland. j

j

Yet there was no fundamental distinction between ,
i

the two types. It is a matter of common observatior^ 
that there has beet^all but complete assimilation of 

f the refugees in the local people, and the fact j
surely proves culture-- -or rather the difference
in its pattern— — has had little effect upon 
juvenile delinquency.

In respect of some racers, the famil- 
les from which the parents came did not vary much«f f'



*.V 5  J - J  There was little difference in their size, and 'HI
---- 'Vw.'̂ 'CXvy ItC c '®'fcO w < »w *«^

not differencetcircumstances of the homes in
A ^e-which the two sts of parents had been reared.

Almost without exception they lived in conditions 
of poverty or near poverty (C.P,'scase,No,8 is 
certainly an exception). Both sets of parents 
had been reared by fathers and mothers who had te,t 
had little if any formal education.

Yet, two points of difference can be 
seen in this likeness between the parents of the 
delinquents and the non-delinquents. In the first  ̂

place, a declining trend in economic,social, and !
cultural status could be seen in the previous !I
generations of the delinquents; in the second, I 
the mothers in the family were more irritable 
and highly-strung than the fathers. It would seem 
obvious that fathers and mothers who themselves 
had been brought up in an atmosphere of poor 
economic standards combined with intellectual and 
educational inferiority, and mental imbalance, 
spraixxHSX would not be likely to bring to the 
task of child rearing the intelligence, the social 
moral standards, the ethical and religious ideals, 
and the peace of mind so indispensable to the 
wholesome emotional and intellectual rearing of 
youngsters especially in the highly competitive j 
and unsettled environment which ontained just 
after the partition. We are inclined to the view 
that the poor cultural matrix of the delinquent ; 
boys developed feeble moral roots, and the sudden ;
impact of partition swept thejj^away. |

There is yet another aspect of diff­
erence, Generally speaking the parents of delinqu­
ents are poor workers^that is to say, they aiiow 

! a lack of interest in their work . Naturally this



'trait is visible only when tiiey are employed asCL'
part of^larger body, e.g. in an office or a
fiactory, and are liable to control and supervision
of others. It is overshadowed by the keennes of '
the struggle for existence when a person works
alone to Barn his living and is free to choose
his work-hours^etc. A considerable number of the
fathers of the delinquents could be regarded as
only fair workers ( with the qualifications that f
might taake them assets to their employers but
inclined to permit their work to be interrupted ;
by laziness or periodic drinking or utter disrega-

ol- j
rd of authority and^a sense responsibility). In
the very nature of circumstances, the refugee had . 
to work hard to be able to survive the storm; only 
a stray refugee found his way into some business ' 
organisation, an office or a factory. Our data Is i 
clearly insufficient to hazard a generalisation; , 
all that we can say is that work habits of the 
fathers of some delinquent boys are better Explai­
ned in this light,

T H E  F A M I L Y .
^derllnegg First, as regards the orderliness of
Hpusehold, the households, much is reflected in the manage­

ment of the famiJ.y's income and in the routine of 
household activities. Although both sets of fami-

.1
lies were poor, there was less planning in the 
managdment of the family income in the households'" 
of delinquents than in those of other boys. As a i 
group, the families of the delinquents were far j 
more inclined to live from day to day, borrowing 
without thought of their ability to malce reimburs- 
ment, and showing little comprehension fif the ^

!  ̂ value of limiting their expenditures to conform |

'..S'



a may be due t o

^act that in most case»?^the father of the 
delinquent did not have a stable employment; he 

. x'y would work" in on© place for a few days,then in
*■' '' another and so on.
j'' ■_ ' . There was no material difference in
{{{'■''•, ■’ two types of families as regards the routine

*' ''' established for the conduct of the household
‘ reflected, for ©xapple, in their concer or

^specific mealtimes and bedtimes for children,
i ' ' •, ' s ' hours for doing home lessons and the like. Both
* ,'K,"

types were indifferent to these aspects.
Cultural exploring the home background of
^of^Hom'e^ both delinquents and non delinquents we sought

evidence of appreciation of the '’finer things of ! 
life", as reflected by love of music, art, litera­
ture, aesthetic home furnishings, and the like. 
Since the socioeconomic level of all the homes 
was low, there existed little opportunity for 
obtaining the means of aesthetic enjoyment. 
Nevertheless, even the poorest of families can 
assemble bits of $jo3ibols of W P  refinement. In 
most of the homes of the delinquents there was 
complete lack of any evidence of aesthetic 
appreciation. The value of art as an ennobling 
influence in the development of human personality, 
is universally recognized.. We are inclined to thi- 

V nk that our finding is also applicable to compari-
' sons generally of delinquents and non delinquents,

and not among the refugee population alone, and 
therefore of concern to school teachers, social 
workers, artists and those interested in coramuni- 
ty organi,zation.

Ssrfiifellirni:



l'j“̂ '̂ 6 ilafflilZ' '̂ Î̂ P-'"' -rences In the quality of the home life In vrtiich 
Pride.. ' the delinquents and the non-~delinquents were rear-A"V!

sought to determine the sense of resposibi-
Y ' llty and ambit Idleness of the, families as revealed

In the attitude of the elders towards protecting
the family name or In their embarrassment over
any irregularity in the behaviour and status of
any members of the family group, and in their
preference for self-help as opposed to outside
sources for financial assistance. The refugees

' ' were generally lacking in such attributes of self-i
. . respect. For one thing, they had little to lose; |

h; ' they were strangers here, they had no family name
to cherish and protect. On the contrary, those
who were permanent residents of this place had fesk
behind them a tradition and a reputation to prese-: 

social or economic status, among their 
rve, Irrespective of thelr^neighbours and except i
in rare cases we®e jealous of its honour. .

There is a clear distinction between 
the desire of a person to Improve his status and 
in his mere desire to earn a livelihood. The for­
mer is a psychological urge and the latter a ’ '
biological necessity. Further the desire on the 
part of parents for improvement in their status ± 
is reflected in wanting higher education for teacia 
their children, or in a serious Intention to | 
move to better neighbourhoods in order to remove 
children from economically and morally blighted ’ 
regions, or in saving to buy a house so that the ' 
living conditions of the family might be stabili-|i 
zed, or in plans to establish a small business | 
with a view to improving the family’s economic 
status.



(H>9)
We found that by far the raajorlty of both 

groups of families, but substantlally^ore of the 
families of the delinquents, gaMB no thought to 
the future, ' M M  very few— -nearly 10%-— showed 
some desire to improve their status,, It is certain­
ly true that on the whole the refiigees improved
their financial xfeo; status to a consideraWe a very short time, but the truth remained that in 
degree,withln^their endeavour they did not have
much the children in their view as the struggle
for existence and upbn themselves. Thus there was no

if
coiajParable rise in education among them, or in their 
effort to seek for their children desirable environ­
ment or employment goals.

Belatlcnshln of Since it is the parents who set the tenor
of the family life, and by their relationship to 
each other determine the affectional mood of the 
home, it is crucially improtant to learn something 
about the quality of their feeling for each other.
The relationship of only a third of the parents of 
the delinquents compared to two-thirds of the parents 
of the non-delinquents could be considered to be 
good, by which we mean thatif they were living togeth­
er in harmony. In about the same proportion the 
parents were In fact not compatible (e.g.in S.K’s 
case,No,10,,), but no open breach had occurred 
between them. The disastrous effect on children of 
incompatibility of parents need not be laboured.

Maternal Certainly maternal neglect and careless
Care.

oversight of children are generally recognized as 
major sources of raaladaptation and delinquency, and 
clearly the mothers of the delinquent boys as a |
group were far more remiss in the care of their 
children than were the members of the nondelinqueiits. 
Although in equal proportions the homes in which



of boys grew mp wire/So^ this
does not mean that the mothers fulfilled th^lr 

'''■''’ ' ''■ ' obligations to the children in equal measures F^ny !

' '■ "' more of the delinquent boys were objects of utter |
r;;:;': Indifference to their mothers (e.g.R.S's mother’s ;

remark, " the children make me tired^— -case No.l) | 
or were otherwise deprived of maternal supervision. ! 
This latter fact may be explained by the fact that 
a greater, proportion of such mothers worked outside 
the home in jobs which undoubtedly akKaca; absorbed 
most of their energies, as domestic servants e.g, 
in the case of K.S.Ccase No.7) or working at home : 
as in sev/lng and knitting for others. The necessity ii
for the mothers to work was of course largely due j
to the low economic status of the families, partlcu-

I
larly so in the case of rej^gees. By any standard, J 
D.C’s case (No.6) is an exception.

In both groups there was hardly any
.Sg,s.reat,iQaal ’Outlets of the provision for recreational activities in which all 
family.

the members of the family could participate. Two 
paints of importance we may, however, note. In 
most of the families of the delinquents, the |
children did not find their homes attractive, and j
tried to remain as long away from their homes as {

I
possible. Again, in gennral the delinquent boys had
practically no hobbles. Wien we recall that in many^
cases the boys in both groups came from average |
middle class families, these two points of differen|
-ce assume considerable significance.

Gohesiveness There is some Indication also that thê
a.t.,tĥ ‘ famj-lyt.

forces of disruption in the families of the delinqu*
ents were greater than those making for cohesion, r’j■ ■ 1
A far lower proportion of such families than those";

k.: of the non-delinquents evinced strong affectlonal ;
among members, sirred joint interests, took



' , . § LP |;|||,^W’|-. pride in their homes, and felt themselves to be |
1̂' ” one for all and a3.1 for one.” We must disting-i

uish here between a refh|;ee*s feelings towards ! for andther refugee ana nis reelings t^owards ;
mother members of his own family. The former is 

• is a clanish feeling and bears no relation to :
' the latter, which is affectior^l, and relevant to,I

V ' our study. I’i' .' V ' • '■ ^
THE BOY AT HOME. ,j
We turn now to the dynamics of the j 

home environment, focussing attention on those | 
t elements wtiieh directly affected the delinquent j

and the non-delinquent boys. What of their birth
and early development, their growth and the jI
vicissitudes within the family group, the chang­
es in the make-up of the k.ratsdtaaMs households of

'  I

which they were a part, the affectlonal relationsi
between them and their parents and the^ir brother

j

rs and 41sters?What of the concern of the parents 
for the welfare of the boys? What of the extent ' 
to which the youngsters felt that their fathers > 
v;ere suitable objects for admiration and emula­
tion? Finally, what of the ways in which the , | , 
parents sought to discipline the boys for their ; 
misdoings? !

\

At the outset it will be convenient!
SL. to mention that we failed to find any supnort

i m i h *  I
for two î lde spread Beliefs that the delinquents ' 
stem from larger families than do non-delinquent^ 
and only children, first born children, and |
youngest children are especially vulnerable to 
the development of behaviour difficulties because 
they are in a pampered position in the family

i
. constellation. Although there v;as little dlffere-i

nee in the size of the households of which the , 
a M  ■. i^n- delin^ueijt ^ \



there was in fact more crowding of living quarters:
‘'''i‘’j'' ■' ' '>( 'in the homes of the delinquents. It is reasonable '

‘ ̂ to suppose that this resulted in increased competi«i
tion on the part of the children for/ parentalmore |
attention, and in k®niK likelihood of emotional |
strain, tension, and friction; that it meant loss !!
of pri*4cy, and that therefore it might have i

induced sexual and other emotional shocks. A high j 
proportion of both groups (over 60% of the delinquj 
ents and 50% of the non-delinquents) had to share 
a bed with a brother or sister, a parent or anothe:j 
relative, or had to sleep in the same room with j 
more than one brother or sister, or with one or 
both parents, or with other relatives.

The stability of the home is perhapsStability of
Household the most Important single factor to be explored

from the point of view of wholesome family life,
Ifor here a child's insecurltes, his confusions
1about standards of behaviour, and his problem of 

accepting the authority of parents and others are : 
all involved.

What are the compelling facts? |
Clearly the delinquent boys had been; 

subjected to many more unsettling experiences than 
those of the law-abiding. Since uprooting is bound

i
V  to make excessive demands upon powers of adaptation

it raises or reflects fears and doiibts regarding !
parental understanding, affection,protection, and ‘’ !
relationship to the authoritarian adult world. | ji'

A stable household may be described 
as one in which preferably both parents, bxit at 
least one, remain in unbroken/ physical and «Tffec- ' 
tlonal relationship to the children, Looked

-'I
from this point of view,the case of A.N.(No.2),"t 

' . R.L.(Wo,3), K.S.(No,7) and S.K,(No. 10) represent i \
^ I



a disruption in'the family life. Generally speakli^-^
/,i:i'U‘0i fewer f

no tmmx than six out of every ten of the homes of * 
the delinquents as compared to three in ten of the 
homes of the non-delinquents had been broken by 
death or separation or prolonged absence of one of SI
the parents. A little over half of these delinquents, 
and only slightly less than half the non-delinquents 
were still under five years of age when the initial | 
break occurred.

It is probable that the first definitl-' 
ve break in the organic structure of the family is 
crucial, because it is likely to deal the greatest4»
emotional blow to a child’s conception of the solid­
arity and reliability of the parental team and to 
disrupt his general sense of secutity as well as | 
of family stability. In some cases a break in the 
family pattern may seriously distort the process of j 
motional intellectual identification of a boy with 
his father as hero-ideal. I

But there is one aspect of family lifei
Affectlonal ties,between Parents that probably transcends in significance even those 
&Bov. already noted, namely, the affectlonal relationshin 

between the boys and their parents. There is no doubi 
that a warm tie between father and son is of great 
significance in helping a boy to develop a wholesome,
set of ideals through the process of emotional ”iden-Jitificatlon" with his father. Should this bond not b e ; 
close, the growing child may seek a substitute in j
companionship with delinquent children; or he may j
pass through a stage of grave insecurity, frustraticu 
or resentment, with the resulting psycho-nenrotic 
symptans. It is highly significant therefore that 
only four out of every ten of the fathers of the i
delinquents, evidenced warmth, sympathy, and affect- ^

!ion tow;̂ ??ds their boys.
■I#  ̂ '■



So, also, a Substantially lower propor- 
i-V.tion of the mothers of the delinquents held their

sons in affectlonal warmth, but one out of every |
' ‘''S ' ■ ' ■ ii !' four of the mothers of the delinquents showed clear;

evidence of being over-protective of the boys, an j
attitude that frequently leads to a crippling j'1  ̂  ̂ I

1̂- h*' ' j ' childhood dependence which may be carried into
adulthood.A far higher proportion of the mothers 

■' of the delinquents than of the non-delinquents were
■: ' openly indifferent or hostile to them, atkasr. often '

' to the point of rejection.
 ̂ parent-child relations are a two- j

way emotional street. What about the affection of 
the boys for their parents?

. There is widespread acceptance nowadays
, of the fi-eudian formulation of the role of close j

affectlonal ties between parents and children and 
the favourable or unfavourable"solution" of that 

■ vrell-known family triangle, the"Oedipus situation" ^
as constituting the very core of personality forma­
tion. "It is clear.......why Freud says that the ‘
KUSH3EEXRX Oedipus situation is the nuclear complex 
of all the neuroses. The reaction pattern which |
the little boy forms to solve these difflcultxK ;
relations with his parents, particularly with his 
father, serves as the pattern for all his future | 
relations, whether in the field of love or of busi-i

I

ness competition. If the solution has been healthy,:
WiJU.. Iso iKhMi his future relationships be healthy and be |

undertaken in the light of reality. If the j

the solution has been unhealthy he w:ll approach !
his future relationship with an unh^^Mthy pattern ;

meet them by tt{ls rather thari by an intelligent
'' ; I



understanding of the real sitnationf But vrhether 
accepts or rejects the Freudian formula, the emotion-' 
al attitude of a hoy to his parents is a strong 
indicator of his personality. In the light of this, 
the findings assume great significance5 for a far 
lover proportion of the delinquents than the non­
delinquents (some three in ten, as contrasted with 
over six in ten) were found to have close affectional 
ties to their fathers. And fewer delinquents than 
non-delinquents had an affectional attachment to 
their mothers (less than 70% as compared with 90%). 
However, a much higher proportion of both groups 
of boys were held in affectlona^. warmth by their 
mothers and in turn expressed attachment to their 
mothers than is true of situation respecting the 

fathers. :;i|
■c 1

Experts in dynamic psychiatry are of ij 
the opinion that the process of identification of || 
the growing boy with his father, v/hcm he consciously,; 
or unconsciously tries to emulate, is highly signi­
ficant in the development of personality and chara­
cter. The extent to which the father of a boy was 
acceptable to him as a figure for identification is - 
revealed in the finding that fewer than two out of 
ten of the delinquents, as contrasted with one half; 
the non-delinqiients considered the father to be the 
kind of man that he himself would like to be, and || 
had respect for his father's vocational and social | 
standing as well as some sort of common understand-|

ing with him. ;

♦ Eno-lish,O.S,and Pearson,G.H.J.,: Common Heuroses ^
1of children and Adults, New York,1937. j
■fl

i
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Information Is not available regarding ’ 

the feelings of the boys tov/ards their brothers n,■ 
and sisters.. But some indication of the relation,||■;V3
of the boys to them may be inferred from the fact ?;

-I
that the brothers and sisters were not so warmly i!
attached to the delinquent boys as to the non- 
delinquents.

It is commonly recognized that to a large
Parent.al Concernfor Bovs Welfare, extent a child's attitudes and depurtment are

influenced by tk his concept, justi.fied or not, of 
the genuineness of his parents'concern for his 
well-being. Whatever the outword memifestation of 
interest may be, it Is the feeling of authenticity 
of the parental attitude, its affectional motiva­
tion and its sincerity that leave a wholesome 
precipitate in the structure of personality and 
character. The finding that, as a group, fflu’ fewer 
of the delinquents than of the non-delinguents 
felt that their mothers and fathers were really 
interested in their welfare.

In this connection we may note that it is 
surprising to find that the parents were generally 
ignorant of the way in which their children spent 
their leisure time. Generally speaking the parents , 
preferred not to admit that a boy's habits are had 
or that he is running around with questionable 
ccanpanions.

Djcip1 inary At11 tu-.des of their parents. A reflection^wholesorae m  unwholesome
parent-child relations is furnished by the discip- .

I
Unary attitudes and practices of mothers and
fathers. Such practices are important in guiding
children toward a consistent and clear concept of ,
right and wrong and the varying consequences of ^
socialization through>f definition of moral—  j■ s



legal prohibitions^;, wrong disciplinary practices 
may have serious consequences in the development of 
a child's personality, character, and habit systems. 
Inconsistency between the parents in disciplining 
a child; excessive anger, unfairness, or other forms 
of over-emotional response to mimerous little 
peccadilloes normally engaged in by children during 
the early years when they are testing a developing  ̂

sense of povier may be a baneful source of emotional
iij

distortion and ultimately result in ambivalence 
toward or defiance of the authority of the parents y 
and later of school and society.

The delinquent boys were more certainly j 
victims of a far greater laxity on the part of their ■ 
mothers than were the non-delinquents. In none of 'j
the cases we have cited in the last chapter, did 
the mothers pay any attention to the boy's mlsbehavi- ;
our. Usually they were in consistent in their dlscip- ;

iUnary paractices, winging erratically from laxity 
to over strictness without apparent reason.

The fathers were generally more inc.l ined , 
than the mothers to be overstrict with the boys .

iThis was characterstlc of three out of ten fathers i
of the delinquents as compared with less than one in i 
ten of the fathers of the non-delinquents. Like

1

mothers, fathers were also Inconsistent in their j
disciplinary practices.

None of the mothers and fathers of the j
i

delinquents were apt to reason with their sons and |
try to understand the motives of their miscondi:ct^ 
Relatively fev; of the pxxx parents in both groups
made any attempt to appeal to a boy's self-respect, a

,conscience, social Ideals, or family name. j
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TrIE BOY IH SCHOOL,
Under the impact of modern psychological 

analysis, it is being realized more and more that 
« book learning” does not play as important a role in 
the development of character and conduct as v/as 
formerly supposed. Knowledge is one thing; its 
efficient and socially acceptable use is quite anoth­
er. The child's instinctual drives, his emotional 
moods and impulses, and his temperamental equipment 
are inevitably involved in the proper use of the 
instruments he obtains through the gateway of 
learning.

Nevertheless, it is important to find out as 
much as possible about the school experiences of our 
two groups of boys; for, though schooling does not 
completely account for the structuring of chara­
cter and motivation of conduct it can provide a sense 
of emotional satisfaction in the achievement of xxiiK 
skills; it can arouse socially acceptable ambitions; : 
it can place the pupil in contact with adults with 
whom he can identify and whom he can strive to I
emulate. On the other hand, it can leave scarsW | 
the psyche of the growing child which may well ;
enhance the development of antisocial attitudes and ; 
defiance of all authority. ^

The school is the child's first testing 
ground outside the secure atmosphere of his hone. It , 
supplies the first proof of his adaptability and his 
capacity for socialization in a theatre of action 
in which kjaxa.*; there are strict rules punitively ‘ 
enforced by non-parental authority. In school the 
child gets his first taste of the power cf the 
outside world to impose rigid standards of behaviour •
and to subject the individual to restraints and .

I
1 ■ . . I
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punishment from which even loving and protecting 
parents are often unable to save them. Outside 
the famlllc# home atmosphere the child is forced 
to face reality and to prove his capacity to sink i 
or swim.

A striking finding of our investi-
School vStatiis

gation was that most of the delinquents had not ! 
gone beyond the sixth class when we first encount-s 
ered them. A glance back at the ten histories that 'j 
we have described would show that in only three 
cases (P.C.No.6, G.P.No.8 and S.K.No.lO), the ;
boys were in higher classes when we first came 
across them. At the other end of the scale, we 
found that very few had reached the high school '
or junior high school age (only S.K, and C.P. i
among the cases described). Our analysis shov;ed

I
that these results were typical of our 160 cases. ’ 
A comparison with the non-delinquents showed that , 
at about the same age and intelligence level twice i 
as many of the delinquents had not gone beyond 
the sixth gra^e; and only half as many delinquents •
as non-delinquents had reached junior high or high i

j
school. As a group, the delinquents were a ye,-;r i 
feadfeiacg behind the non-delinquents in educational 
achievement, the average grade attained by the 
former being the seventh, and by the latter the 
eighth.

Although both delinquents and non- 
delinquents entered school at the same age(7-9years 
the delinquents were shifted about more from one 
school to another, h x not only because their 
families moved about more frequently than did the 
families of the non-delinquents, but also/ of | 
their own turbulint nature. Thus S.K. studied

■Jin three, and, both R.G. and P.C, in two, different^ 
1^' . schools.^ ^
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Classes. Age of students ranging Average Age. Total'No.of
from! ____________ _________________________________ itlJ-laatS.------
1953-54 1954-55 1955-56 1953-54 1954-56 1955-56 1953-.^ 1964-65 195 5-t,

III ’' 6 to 16 5-15 5-15 8-9 8-9» 8-9 5721 , 4437 6149 |
IV 6 to 16 6-16 0-16 9-10 9-10 9-10 3862 4246 4288 |
V 7 to 17 7-18 7-17 10-11 10-11 10-11 3148 B  3613 3660 I
VI 7 to 17 7-20 8-18 10-11 11-12 11-12 3366 B  2765 2903 I
VII 8 to 18 8-20 8-18 12-13 12-13 12-13 2626 2614 2659 |
VIII 9 to 19 10-20 9-19 13-14 13-14 13-14 2017 5  2220 2468
IX 10 to20 10-21 10-21 14-15 14-15 14-15 1865 1791 1932 I
X 12 to 22 11-21 11-22 15-16 15-16 15-16 1804 ' 1763 1890 I

. XI ) 13-23 13-22 ) 799 i| 90S 1027 i
) 13 to 23 16-17 17-18 17-18 |

XII ) 13-25 14-24 ) 496 r 796 859
it

______________________________________________________________________________________ ------------------------------------I

^  '



p^e  ^0 gi^^ average |
* Reti^rdatlon« students In any particulatr class from III to

XII classes in three academic yea*s, 1953-64,1964-56,'
and 1955-56. It will be seen that although the '

w.; ^  . ■ 'vi■m ' number of students in^^class varies from year to year;;
f * ' . 1™"’ -fsa ----the number showing a gradually rising trend— — .,, ]

'SM
the average age of the students in a particular 

' £. grade has remained constant. Regarding backwardness^'
I M.-''! in school, twice as many delinquents as non-delinq;u-,j

ents were two or more years behind the proper grade 1
• Ifor their age. The difference was even more marked

i
between the two groups whe:f. only those boys who 
were markedly retarded(3 years or more) were consid-, 
ered. Although some of this retardation may be 
accoiinted for by less regular attendance (brought j 
about by delinquency), it certainly cannot all be 
charged to this.

These differences assume added signifl- i
cance in the light of the fact, which we will I
emphasize subsequently^^^also, that the delinquents 
were not below the general Intelligence level,

SSme of the reasons for the greater 
school retardation of the deli.nqiients have been

)
derived from interviews with their teachers. Accor­
ding to them, half the delinquent group manifested 
a lack of interest in school work, as compared with,, 
fewer than 2 in 10 of the non-delinquents; half the^ 
former and fifth of the latter were*’ inattentive”; ; 
almost half the delinquents as compared with one in̂ ; 
five of the non-delinquents were described as 
"careless” two In five of the delinquents were ;
reported to be, "lazy”. Their most recent teachers 
reported that the delinqiients were markedly tardy 

..rv-., and restless. '
: //I' I;- ■ 1 '



a s ' ' the^'nor^
Pt»a fftrences ■.'■ • i^ ents who expressed strong preferences said they ' ^

liked courses in the manual arts best^ Both groups ; 
of boys showed little enthusiasm for axkx xxtthjsjSK j 
arithmeticj social studiesj art courses, Iikigllsh ,, ̂ j 
and science courses. Both groups of boys generally 
exoressed strong dislikes for English, Mathematics j 

, , i and science courses. However,there was a more I
prevalent distaste among the delinquents not only j 
for subjects requiring strict logical reasoning 

hv: and persistency of effort but also for those depen-i
dent upon good memory. j

SnhoTarship and Judging the differences in scholarship , |
Achievement. and achievement of both groups of boys by tnelr J

actual accomplishment during their last full year 
of school, it was possible to ascertain from the ; 
school records thalT four in ten of the delinquent 
boys, compared with but one in ten of the non- del 
-inquent, were poor students, as reflected by markg 
in most or all of the subjects.

Attitude toward The delinquents showed greater anti-path^
School. toward school than the non-delinquents; only 10^ |

of the former readily accepted schooling. The | 
reasons the delinquents gave for their marke|
dislike of school, apart from Intellectual inferlj 
rity, are largely reflective of temperamental and.1 
emotional difficulties— -inability to learn, lackl 
of interest, resentment of restriction and routinf] 

The greater dislike for school on the parji
of the delinquents is further revealed^by the ;
nature of their academic and vocational ambitions.j

the . „ a
Althoiigh most of botli/types of boys had not gxven

V,,. any thought as to whether they wished to stop



wanted to stop school i n m £ S ^
' ', ately and expressed vague, childish, superficial ,
: . and unrealistic notions about v/hat they wanted

to be in life (see S.K.*s case, no.lO), or they
,

inclined to adventurous occupations and to work i 
requiring little training, instead of to trades | 
and intellectual pra±sk pursuits. !

j
Relation to their interpersonal relationships
Schoolmates. with schoolmates, the delinquents were less friend­

ly and more pugn%3lous.
Earliest School analysis brought aut the striking
Misbehaviour fact that no less than nine in ten of the delinque-;

nts persistently (and ofj^en seriously) &lsconducte< 
themselves in school at one time or another as ; 
compared to less than two in ten of the non-delinquj 
ents. JEes Misbehaviour Included truancy, stealing, | 
persistentfuttempts to attract attention, inatten- i ’ 
tion, Mschlevousness, disobedience, defiance, 
stubbornness, carelessness, lying, underhandedness, 
sexual ±MXKJK0Ji5torfê  misconduct, smoking.

That the tendency to maladapted and 
antisocial behaviour is early and deeply tooted 
among the delinquents is shown by the fact that 
nearly a third of the delinquents who ±x misbehaved 
in school were under eight years old when the first ; 
signs appeared. The delinquents as a whole were mucllii,
younger than the relatively few non-delinquents whos| 
misconduct was so serious as to be forced upon the j 
teachers' attention. Reviewing the case-histories '' 
described in the previous chapter, it will be 

 ̂ observed that the average age of the delinquents at j
their first school misbehaviour is betv/een eight and | 
nine years; A.If*(case no.2); R*L.(case no,3); H»C,



(C W r 'of non-delinquents is twelve and a half. 0.1^
It would thus appear that difficulties ; 

in social adaptation as manifested by school miscon­
duct vrere clearly evident among the delinquents 
prior to the onset of puberty, while in the case j 
of the few no?"i-dellnqudnts who iiad behavioural 
difficulties In school, these did not show themselv-l 
es until puberty or early adolescence. !I

The vast majority of the delinquents 
had truanted at one time or another during their i 
school careers, while only^in ten of the non-dellnq-i 
uents had ever truanted, and then only occasionally] 
A great majority of the delinquents who \̂ ere school' 
truants, frequently "sklppĵ ed school", j

It ie clear, therefore that social 
adjustment expressed itself throughout the school 
careers of the delinquent boys, saialt not only by 
disobedience, tinruliness, defiance or the like, but 
by running away from difficult or unpleasant social 
situations and obligations, and often toward more ■;
absorbing activities. I!

The delinquents came more sharply to j
the attention of theiv teachers by their troublesome!

i
behaviour. A great majority of them showed lack of 
interest in their school \'j'ork; were unreliable, 
inattentive, careless, lazy, untruthful, v/ere j

Idisobedient, tardy, attention seeking, and disorder­
ly in class. A good many of them also stole in 
school. Many more of the delinquents smoked In 
school and wrote obscene' notes or talked obscenely.

IMore were quarrelsome, domineering, cruel, bullying;j 
more shov/ed themselves to be physical cowaras; more 
were selfish, siispicious; more 4 resorted to lying 
and profanity; more destroyed school materials.



THE BOY ON THE STBESTS. ’
:4-'^ Ivv''''''-'i'-';Vj'''i■■' ■'''''\-' '0 w/V/.-•- We have seen that the homes of the 

/ ■ ' ■ ' M l S  delinquent boys were far less adequate that those
of law-abiders^ not only in physical attributes

■■ '. . ''.I',’ l ■■

‘ in the quality of the family life. We can
, therefore conclude that the delinquents had less

.. reason thajjl" the non-delinquents to be attached to j
their homes, ^

, ■ ” Thus handicapped, they were also ^
' t o  ' ' • exposed to worse influences in the streets,in jobs,
' v̂ lv'"hy.. , 'i-whf recreations, and in companionships than vrere the,
|4 non-delinquents. Tbue, they all-—  delinquents as I

well as non-delinquents-— lived In similar neighbourI
-hoods. If we examine their street activities, we i 
may learn how and why a similar cultural matrix has ̂ 
somehow squeezed some boys into different shapes j 
while permitting others to remain non-delinquents, !

Neighbourhood The fact of the refugees having to
Ties. 1radye about more frequently from place to place need i

not be emphasized. It was very natural in their
circumstances. But frequent moving about means
relative m S w  ahd the likelihood of failure to I
develop a feeling of loyalty and responsibility to i/ I
neighbours5 it tends rather to develop a sense pf 
instability. In the past, life was lived in one 
small community^and everyone was known to his 
neighbours, a fact which made for relative unity of iViUAa.4« j
cultural and exerted a certain disciplinary

• ofinfluence on conduct. This was only one/the marŷ
.1

unsettling expriences to xdiich the delinquent boys 
were far more subjected than the non-delinquents.
Another unusual environmental experience was in 

'•> ' • . excessive running away from home. All these experden
-ces naturally demanded frequent readaptations to



jsitwationsj^c^ activites.
Wi.\y% y ’k-,,- -,». ** Working outside school hours can either
Employment ' 'Outside the desirable consequences in teaching elementary

vSchool. , ,business practices and contributing to a sense of 
economic responsibility or harmful ones in develop 

I -Ing a premature sophistication and subjecting a
boy too early to the haJards of life in the city* | 
streets* The eeonomic condition of the refugee ^  ̂
family was mainly responsible for the boy’s work- ■ 
ing in addition to going to schoolsCB.S.'s case Ko. 
i), but the great majority consisted of those who 
had to work to assist the family income before 
they could go to schooKR.L.case No.SjK.S.; case Ho,
7 etc.) This fact on the one hand brought^into 
contact with the outside world and on the other 
enabled them to spend money from their earnings 
without check or knowledge of their parents. It is,j 
however interesting bo observe that the delinquents! 
gravitated principally to street trades such as J 
peddling, boot-blacking, and selling newspapers, | 
which means that they were more exposed to street j:

influences than the non-delinquents. Very fev/ were 1
■

engaged in jobs In which some supervlsloriDr protec- ;
( ■;tlon was provided. This finding again points 6 to 

the conclusion that the delinquents on the v;hole , 
sought out the more hazardoiis and adventuresome ' t 
jobs in which they were less subject to protection f

• *• . f
, - from street influences.

belgufg* It is,however, clear that despite their ■
' ' working beyond school hours, the boys had a conside-j

Table amount of leisure time. It appears that delln-| 
quent boys preferred adventurous activities to |
competetive(sports and games in which there is w 

; f',; .,. rivalry between individuals or teams, such as ' p
 ̂  ̂ of th^ preferred active ■
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sports free of er^ment of conpetition (such as 
cycling) but very^were content with quiet amuse­
ments such as indoor hobbles or reading.

This definite preference for adven­
turous, exciting forms of ̂ recreation is striking.
It is probably a reflection of the greater rest­
lessness of the delinquents. A great thirst for 
excitement on the part of the delinquentu was 
also disclosed in far more frequent movie attend­
ance. Almost half of them compared xrtth a tenth of 
the lawabidlng boys, Attended movies excessively 
(3 or 4 times a week). It wou3.d seem that the 
vicarious excitement of motion picture thrillers 
is a way of satisfying the strong craving for 
adventure which characterizes the delinquents.
Not only in real life, therefore, but also in i.
make-believe, the troublesome boy has a raore "
powerful urge than the non-delinquent for exciting

Ioutlets.
Biat in  reality of this grê -terAdventurous

Activities thirst for excitement among the delinquents is'V
brought home still raore strikingly in their other 
activities. A large number of them sought their 
recreations in regions considerably distant from 
their homes or went to places such as Hardwar, 
Delhi or Ifussoorie without the knowledge or conŝ ĵ ent 
of their parents, e.g. 3.K.(case No.10) etc. imny 
of them kept late hours roaming about the streets 
after dark, began to smoke at an early age and 
indulged in various acts of destructive mischief.

S.QS?Ei?T,hIpu,s,t, Tile delinquents almost v/lthout
exception were friendly with other delinquents, 
while the non-delinquents, despite the fact that .■ 
they too lived in similar circumstances, had few

i
intimates among delinquents. This does not mean ■;
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(u ®  )h 'fe' ,W<=5<^7 rubbing shoulders with themi 1^^^^X55_y«5l/ ' . .

does moan that they did not choose delinquents as I

bosom friends. Thus the evidence would strongly •*
suggest that the tendency to develop companjonships j ’ 
selectively is a much more fundamental fact in any I 

analyfsis of juvenile crime than the conmionly held j 
belief of ” differential association” of non-delinq- j 
uent boys with delinquents. •'|

Almost half the delinquents were attrae- | 
ted to youths olde® than themselves, compared vd.th ■ 
only one in ten of the non-delinquents, fewer of thel 
former were inclined to choose companions of their ; 
own age or younger than themselves. This great tende-, 
ncy of the delinquents to seek companions among older, 
youths may be associated with the search for a substl' 
tute "ego-ideal” to look up to, admire, emulate; for, 
as we have seen their fathers were less sympathetic 
and less acceptable as admired models than were the I 
fathers of the non-delinquents. ;

PHYSIQU5,KBALTH AND DELINQirEhCY.
When tracing the evolution of personality 

and the root tendencies to antisocial or socially 
acceptable behaviour, we must take into account 
constitutional endowment along with the early Influ-y 
ences surrounding the child in home, school, and | 
neighbourhood. Constitutional equipment tends to i 

determine whether the stream of life will on the ' |
■■ --twhole be powerful, tempestuous, turbulent; or will yj- 

meander placidly; or will flow rigid in straight 
and narrow hanks. But vrhether the life current will vl
flood its shores and cause serious social harm ,I

!depends in large measure upon the environmental - ]
cultural terrain through which it flows.

The refugees, in general, had better *1 
health than the local people.also the delinquent^
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selected from them, far from being inferior in 
physique were actually somevrhat superior. They had 
sturdier, well-knit, athletic type bodies than 
the non-delinquents. In Wmm investigation we 
coTild not find any support for the view so common­
ly held that the delinquents are In poorer health 
than the^delinquents. Little, if any, difference 
exists between the physical condition of the two 
groups as a v/hole.

j
IKTELIJGBNGB AND DELIKQTJSKCY. j

i
For a long time it was taken for j 

granted that mental defect, especially outright 
feeble x k  mindedness, was a chief cause of juvenlli 
delinquency. More recently, however, it has become 
apparent that deficiency of intellect is not 
among the more important characteristics of 
delinquents. The earlier emphasis on this factor 
of intellectual defect is a good illustration of 
what happens when it is concluded that a trait 
which seems to occur frequently among delinquents 
necessarily Indicates that they deviate in that 
respect from the non-delinquents.

If we review the ten cases which we 
have described in the previous chapter from this 
point of view, we would find that none of them 
could be described as having subnormal intelligen- 
ce. In other cases teio, we could not discover any 
material difference In their intelligence levels.

Mevertheless it appears that the 
the delinquent is somew'hat more apt in those inte­
llectual. tasks in which the approach to meaning 
is by direct physical relationships \vlth a mini­
mum of dependence on intermediate symbols or
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abstract thinking. Fewer delinquents than the 
non-delinquents have adequate powers of observa­
tion and fewer show a potential capacity for 
objective interests; and to a significantly 
greater extent are unrealistic thinkers, lack 
GOBimon sense, and are unmethodical in their appro­
ach to problems.

It is easy to see that these differen­
ce in the mental tendencies of the boys are not 
only involved in solving ordimry problems in the 
school, but are involved in the general processes 
of socialization and adjustment to the realistic 
demands of life.

PER30MI.ITY & DELINQUENnY,
In regard to many mental mechanisms iDynamics.

which are obviously involved in determining hov; \ 

a person behaves, there is a substantial differeiice 
between the delinquents and the non-delinquents.

Take for example, emotional adequacy. 
Very few delinquents could conduct or express them- 
■shelves with a fair degree of efficiency. Common 
experience shows how often deep-seated emotional 
distrt)U:tlon gets people into trouble.

By contrast the delinquent group conta­
ins the great majority who are dynamic--  forceful,

'■ energetic. They are markedly aggressive. This trait 
may well play an important role in the actisoclal 
behaviour of some bE the delinquents.

Another tendency which, if not properly 
harnessed and canalized, not infrequently gets boys 
into conflict with the law is an exces"ive thirst 
for/ adventure, change, excitement, or risk , Cbvi-
iS * } if -tKisturned into harmless, kkis or socially



w X w  constructive’channels, this very adventuresomei^L

could he desirable emotional mechanism. We have 
already had evidence of this trait in the way in 
which the delinquents used their leisure hours.

Then there is an excessive proportion |
I

of delinquents who usually express their emotions ' 
by extrovers:L«U; i.e., who habltuiariy spring into 
action upon welllngup of feelings. Such lads 
typically leap before they look^ and of course 
they frequently leap Into trouble. Fiarther more, 
the delinquents are emotionally less stable than 
the non-delinquents. Two other important traits 
are suggestibility and stubbornness in the delinqu-j 
ents to a greater degree than in the other type. i 
These are obviously serious emotional handicaps of;’

i

the delinquent boys.
Given the opportunities, en':icements, 

and provocatory incidents of street life, even a 
few of these dynamic emotional tendencies may v/ell 
lead to maladaptatlon and law-breaking; the piling,' 
up of many of them in the mental life of a tby !
multiplies the chances of his habitual social |
ataiadiaxxfeHK maladjustment.

More of the delinquents than the non-
Aesthetic'^Tendencies. delinquents were found to have marked tendencies ■

to se.n.sualltv(incllvation to indulge their appeti­
tes), more also to acaulsitiveness (tendency to 
get hold of material things or money beycnd the 
desire for their Iramidiate usi^ Here,too, t̂ .ere is 
an excessive incidence in the lav/ breaking group 
of traits that may easi.ly lead to persiste-|
nt conflict with legal prohibitions. In respect tĉ  
posthetic sensibility (Inclination to the 
and artistic^ the delinquents as a group were

deficient. I
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There are striking differencef between *

Personality‘
Orientation the tv/o groiips of boys, also, with reference to

general qualities that tend to make antisocial * 
behaviour habitual. I

I
The delinquents as a group were found i 

to be less conventional, a far lox^er proportion 
of theBi than of the non-delinquents preferringa i t
the familiar, traditioi^ and safer forms of self- ; 
expression. Sven more striking is the proportion­
ately low incidence among Wnffwnrn̂ the delinquents 
of boys who can be characterized as conscientious 
in the sense of being scrupulous about achievingi 
their aims. I

To these traits, which in theselves oi 
in combination may lead to troublesome coniduct, |
should be added certain other basic personality '!
deficiencies. They were less realistic, in the 
sense of facing actualities; or nractical. in 
the sense of considering the feasibility of a 1 
proposed course of action before starting off o n - 
it.

Finally, the delinquents as a group 
are not only less critical of themselves, being 
unable and unwilling, to size up their ovm faults|i
and liabilities as well as their virtues and
abilities^, but obviously more self-centreĉ and
unwilling to make allowances for others. Such
traits make it difficult to help a person to helj
himself, and may partially account for the rath-;
er indifferent results obtained by those who !
attempt to reform some types of offenders.

Emotional It is quite generally r e c c g n i z e c i ,  i
Conflicts. nowadays, that certain early childhood experienc-. 

es are likely to leave so burned-in an impress !



deepest emotional layers as to cause the 
growing personality to become scarred and twist- x ;. 
ed by frequent conflicts and frustrations, or to 
impel readily to socially maladapted conduct 

I tendencies. Such handicapping and conflieting
i emotlona:^ pulls and tugs were clearly present !

araong no fewer than three out of every four of 
J the delinquents and twice as frequent as among
11 the non-delinquents.
' Probably most serious from the |

' , point of view of maladaptatlon are the donfllots '
arising from the emotional relationsM within |

: the family circle. In every aspect of these j
Intra family relations, substantially more 
aimoulties are found among the group of delin­
quents than among the law abiding youngsters. | 
The emotional interplay within which mos., of the 

; problems arose had to do with the relationship
of the boy to his father, l.e., in respect to 
his belief that his father measures up to his ;

: conception of what a male should be Uko, and i
with his difficulties In making a wholesome

: sexual ldentlflcatlon."Itis....... one of the ;
I essentials in the social development of the ^
' child that the social personality or each one i
j shaljmatch his sex In the biological sense.For
, the child........ hoad to prestige is ^

paved with the rewards of observing the sox- ; 
 ̂ appropriate code."•There Is much more to the , Ii tompllcatlons that arise out of a confllot oveij

this than the patent explanations of the boy’s; 
attempt to"prove his manhood" by daring deeds i 

t in 'Holatlon of law, wither onecortehts

- fi a Bossard, The Soda] ogy of child♦ Jatflcs cossaxu,
DeyelPi aeBt, New York, 1948.
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himself with more obvious relationships between 
this conflict and a tendency to antisocial behaviour 
or accepts the elaborate psychoanalytic analysis of , 
the meehanisBi involved it is one of the more slgnl-  ̂

fleant sources of maladjustment to a social or 
legal code, ]

Almost the only other source of emotion- 
al conflict was a product of economic circumstances ; 
in which the refugees found themselves on coining 
here. The fact that it was inherent in the clrcums-- , 
tances does not minimise its importance in forming | 
the boy's attitude to the material things of life j 
in general. '

Mat.hrfl RBsnlvIng emotional conflicts are so frequ-,
t<?n|'llct5. almost to be deemed part of the normal lot of'

man, especially in our neurosis inducing culture, 
1̂

The chief importance of this prob^l.em lies in the j 
way a boy typically k m s k v k s; resolves his inner 
emotional struggle, j

Generally speahing, we found a marked j
difference in the mental devices resorted tc by the ; 
delinquents and the nondelinquents in copii^with thej 
tensions and upheavals of emotional conflict. It was:
established that the delinquents, to a far greater |)
extent than the non-delinquents, tend to resblve |
their conflicts by "acting them out" (extroversion),

!that is, by giving overt expression to them in feel-| 
ing and /or action. As a group they generally refusej 
to take responsibility for their behaviour, letting vj
the pressure of feelings work itself off in direct jt
action without inhibition; and f'-iey are little cone-'

)
erned whether that behaviour is crlrainalstic or othe'ii-rv/lse, kvertheless there is also greater inconsis- ■ 
tency in how-— the delinquents express their emotlo-,

nal tensions; for more of them than of the non-delinji
..... ■ . •-ir;;. .I,-.. .. ••••v . .. • . /:• ' i



quents alternate between outflowing behaviour and
damniirig up of their feelings. '

Among the non-delinquents, on the other
 ̂ ' I

hand, the usual mecanism for resolving conflicts isA I
one of turning inv/ard(introvers^ion) of their emotion.!
In self-protection against the ’’Slings and arrows of ,

1
outraged fortune”, they develop many inhibitory 
mechanisms. This bottling up of their emotional stress! 
es and strains results in a tense overalertness to

I

maintain their defences. |I
GI-IAMCTER STRUCTURE AND 5ELIiiQT,rENGY. !
It is usually taken for granted that the , 

way a person gets along in life is almost wholly j
dependent on his ” brains”,i.e., his intelligence. | 
But probings of the main-springs of conduct and social! 
relations ter^piiore and more to stress the part played | 
by temperamental and emotional forces in the develop­
ment of personality and character* and the channeling 
of conduct. Intelligence is of course a powerful inst-| . 
rument of adaptation; but the way a person eraploys hl:i3i
intellect depends a great deal on the deeper dynamics ’ 
of the oranism--  the ebb and flow of feelings;:—  the

y  ;------------------------ -̂-------------------------♦ These two concepts are often related, ccniblncd, or 
used interchangeably in the literature, largely per­
haps^ from the difficulty of analyzing traits into the­
ir personality and characterial constituents. It is 
clarifying if we conceive personality to be the total-I 
ity of physical;temperamental, emotional and irite.llec-| 
tual make up of an individual. Personality is neutral I 
so far character is concerned. Character is personaliij 
plus the ingredients of ethico-religious or other idei; 
als or goals that typically guide or dictate the indi- 
ividual’s conduct. A man may have a strong or a weak ; 
personality; a judgment of his personality would be | 
similar regardless of his ethical views or religious f 
convictions. A man may have a good or a bad character'! ■ 
the judgment as to this depends upon the extent to < 
which his actions typically conform to some accepted ; 
ethical or religious frame-work within V'hich the man | 
is ]d judged. However, character type is related more ! 
or less to the nature of personality structure, |

_______________________________________________ - j
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pull the levers behind the scenes of character and 
beneath the trap door of personality.

So it becomes of the utmost importance 
to obtain some insight into these forces tnau influ­
ence make up and behaviour tendencies.

In the study of delinquency it is par- 
' tlcularly Important to compare delinquents with law

-abiding boys in respect to what their usual atti­
tudes are regarding all forms of scfck authority——  

parental, school, and that of society in general 
as personified by police officers, judges and 
others. " *The process of growing up,’says Dr.Berna­
rd Glueck, 'is to a very large extent taken up with 
the problem of adjusting oneself to the guidance 
that comes from one or another of the authoritative 
sources surrounding the childj and those who ha/e 
the training of the child in hand should, while 
recognizing the need of guidance, be 'aware at the 
same time of the dangers of over guidance'. 'A. 
nice balance between the disposition to self-esteem 
and the tendency to self-abasement'Is essential to 
mental health, and ' contact with an unintelligent 
exhibition of parental authority may and does 
hamper the individual in the attainment of this 
nice balance. The pathological deviations nay be 
either in the nature of an oppressive sense of 
inferiority and a self-depreciating attitude in the 
face of one's daily problems, or an ugly, cvervee-, 
ning haughtiness of manner which frequently deter-  ̂

into tyrannical bullying of one's associates| 

or dependents. The over to an oppressive
authoritativeness may also lead to a chronic si.atê ^

I



of rebellion and active antagonism to all forms 
of authority,**

Obviously, th«tn,,the basic attitudes 
towards authority are of prime importance in asse­
ssing the causal forces of persistent delinquency.

I The fundamental traits involved in the person's
I attitude are self-assertion, social assertion,

defiance, submissiweness, and ambivalence to 
authority,

In our studies, we did not find either 
self-assertion or social assertion as Dualities

I
having more than a superficial influence in the j
formation of character of our boys. But the delin- '

I  Iquents were far more social^" defiant, far less 
submissive, and more ambivalent to authority than

ithe non-delinquents. i
i

It is clear, then,that the deli.r.quents 
are as a, group markedly dlstingushable from lav;- 
abiding youngsters by their unwilli.ngness or inabi- | 
lity to tame their natural inxkiauE instinctual 
impulses to self-indulgent behaviour in order to 
bring such drives into line with the autho.ritative | 
demands«<of the home, the school, and the largcu* i
society. |

Apart from the problem of the relation-
Feellncs of Insecurity

ship of the individual to the sources of autliority, : 
Anxiety.Inferior!- j
ty & Frustration there is another area of character deveopraent in ;j

which especially significant clues regarding the '1
dynamic causes of maladjustment might kg lie. Tills j
has to do )^¥ith deep stirrings of emotion of a

■ :|
• Inature that might well propel a child in dircctio.n,s ;1

in which he would never go were he in :full conscious'
? control of his faculties in relation to Ideals
' and standards. • '
I ^ ^ ’ed from H.¥.Tsayaes,The~Problem C}iild""ia School

 ̂ hew "York, 1^29.; \nv>. .-tSi
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Among these emotional stirrings is a 
general, vague, and frequently unconscious feelr 
Ing Q f - 9  ̂;̂ .nylat,Vi Tlie trait in ques­
tion may be described as feeling of having no 
hold, on life in general or on any specific ;
sphere of life that may be important to the perso- 

I n. It was however found to be unimportant as a
ŷ , ■ factor in our cases. I’he feeling of not being

wanted or loved is being looked upon as a power­
ful cause of delinquency. It may be exhibited op-, 
enly, as in case of A.W.(case Ho.2), of h.C,
(case ho,4),of P.G..(case Wo.5) or, of S.H, (câ ss 
no.lO),or it may exist as a latent feeling, 
often co-existing with and is! fact is often 
actualy prodriced by an overprotect«A. attitude or 
other forBi of possessive parental "love". This
trait was also rather characteristic of the 

II  delinquents. On the other hand, the feellni:L.2f
net belnr recoruiiaed was rather excessive in the 
delinquents,as in the case of l.P.(Gase ho..3)

But the delinquents as a group did not 
suffer from handicapping emotional at'-itudes e.g 
feelings of helplessness, and powerlesrness, 
fear of failure or defeat. Hov/ever the feeling .:j
of resentment or frustration, envy, or dissatis.j 
-action is taore frequent among the inquents. j 

Pĵ ersons in whom this attitude is stror.g are , , 
not so much concerned x*;ith the positi'”e attempt^ 
or hope of bettering t’leir ovn situation as w±feJ 
with the desire that others shEWKSt should be IV ' 
denied the satisfactions and enioyioents vdiich ;;, 
they feel is being -̂/ith held from themselves. - | 
Resentment, in otherltords, is different from o|
iiere envy or the wish to have what someto^ ;(

t
els© has. j

■ / . . .  q. O ' ■ V-..w.wv.VvV..' .;*J
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Another set of character and personall- 

Kindllness y
&__ ty traits re/olve rmxnd the basic emotional atti-

Hostillty.
tndes of kindliness and hostility. It would he(
expdcted, in the light of the fact that the dellnq 
-uents are far more resentful toward authority 
than the boys who keep oht of troiib.le, that they 
are also, in general, less cooperative, more host” 
ile and suspicious, more on the defensive, and 
more destructive than the non-delinqiients.

First, at to coooerativeress. that, is 
ability to make surface contacts with others in 
common work without "mutual obstruction", the 
delinquents whow a substantial deficiency in this 
charateristlc as compared with the non-delinquents 
most of whom are cooperative. The delinquents exhi 
-bited this trait not only in our interviev/s with 
them but also in other spheres of activity touch­
ing others. The importance of this trait for 
satisfactory social adjustment is obvious.

But from our observations we could 
not xya; say that in respect to kindliness S M  and 
trust, the delinquents were \̂ /orse than the non­
delinquents. It seems that these elements did not 
enter into their personality make-up in both sets , 
of boys.

However, with respect to the emotlon- 
I al attitude/ of hostility, that is, coneeious or f;

unconscious anii^-moslty toward others without nor- j 
Qial ttAjirniitosiaa- for such an attitude, there is a slia- '

j
rp difference between the delinquents and the non-j 
delinq^ients. It will be appreciated that this trali 

j is Just the of cooperatiwfiness, and its
presence in the personality of the delinquents in | 
a high degree would be expected.



f-vSy-V Allied to hostility arid suspicion is the characteA^T
Stic of destructiveness,an emotional dynamism obvio-  ̂
usly associated with delinquent behaviour.®his tend- 
ency to destroy, Kurt, or in more diluted form, to ' 
’‘negativistic" or " contraryminded" may be directed , 
not only against others but against oneself. In the 
deeper emotional currents of the personality, these 
trends often run parallel, one being more manifest, 
the other supp^^ressed. As would be expected, the 
delinquents "have an excess of this trait, half of 
them possessing it in either marked or slight degree. 
Reference in this connection may be made to the M k 

life histories of A.K.(case Ko,2.p,49),G.P,(case No. 
8,p.83) and S.K.Ccase No.lO,p,l®0 etc.).

Denendence histories of the delinquents
Indefondence. given in the earlier chapter would show that as a

rule, they feel far less dependent on others than 
do the non-delinquents; are less conforming” far 
less conHentional; and slightly more confident of 
their ability to handle their ovai problems.

\Vhile talking to delinquents one cannoi 
help being conscious of the feeling among tnem to 
expect that others will take care of them, and that 
they are not obliged to make any serious effort to ■ 
help te:iw»iwigga or to a s r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  it shoiilc 
be pointed out that this tendency, which usaally .̂ ||| 
finds expression passively, may also take the active, 
form of an ±SiM. inclination to greed or even to 
criminalistic attempts to secure desired objects- |
without honest effort. |

Delinquents as a group are more ompti-
'I

nrinllv labile than non-delinquency .The factor is 
obviously of significance in the process of adapta-g  
tion, and probably arises from the Inner emoticmalj.l 

-volitional equipment which permit drives and



impulses to spill over quickly into action withou‘M-*-^
0reflective thought*, or to all^^ emotional tensions to ; 

be discharged explosively, more or less regardless of ' 
consequences and be|rond what is normally called for ’
by the realistic requirements of the provoking situa- i

I
tion. Naturally, therefore, In self-control the delin-’ 
quents as a group are far more deficient than other 
boys.

Because the delinquents discharge t!>eir ' 
emotional tensions so easily, they are less neurotic ' 
than the law-abiding boys who are victims of an emot- ‘ 
ional conflict on account of instinctual drives and 
their self-control. Delinquents are then as a rule 
extroverts,acting out their mental difficulties.

If we reflect upon the differences betw­
een the two groups of boys in their basic traits, we 
begin to note that they are not altogether haphazard 
but tend to fall into a general, meaningful personal- , 
ity pattern. They form themselves into a cluster of 
associated energy-— and emotion expressing characteri-' 
sties of the uninhibited, untamed, unreflective child. 
There is little mystery about the causes of persistent 
maladapted behaviour wlion one considers the ease with ; 
which modern urban conditions supply the theatre of 
action for boy of this nature.

In the end, it will be well to remind 
ourselves of the caution that it is no single factor 
however so recurring It may be among the delinquents : 
which can be said to be the causal explanation of : !

Idelinquency. It is the dynamic interplay of the
'I

differentiative factors from all these various levels t 
and channels of influence, which determine v;hether a ’ 
particular personality will emerge as a delinquent .v.j 
one.

------------------------------- ^
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” A happy child will always learn and hear',’ '■»

CHAUCEH, Prioress's Tale. 'vj

To diagnose a disease is to suggest Inevit-; 
V  ably the ways and means of its prevention and cure. In;,- '
Vr' the foregoing chapters we have observed the phenomenon

of juvenile delinquency in schools at a particular period  ̂

of time. But to be sure this problem is more than Of mam 
topical interest. Indeed our results show that the roots 
of maladapted and social im misbehaviour go deep into the ‘ 
nature of the social and Individual organism. It is there- ; 
ore proper that lihis easay should conclude on a note on j 
the role of school and its teachers in this direction.

For, after all, a great deal of time, and , 
at a very impressionable age, is spent by children in 
school. There is evidence to show that much more goes on 
in the school situation than the mere commerce in ideas 
about "readij^g," ’’writing',' and 'rlthmetic',' and that what 
does transpirejis of an,essentially emotional nature. On i;|i 
the part of the teacher, he cannot altogether get rid of Ij

< .’ihis emotional problems through^he channel of drilling ;,ri 
students in the curriculum.On the part of the little pupi-.’ 
Is, they do not, when they enter the class-room, leave .i  behind their emotional burden. j

The school therefore cannot permanently . ;| 
evade the major role in controlling delinquency. But it ’.'I 
will not fill, the role creditably until it comi^tes the 
trasformation from a factory for moulding children to the!, 
same pattern into a centre of human relationships and 
experiences favourable to the fullest development of each vj

individual pupil. The school’s contribution to delinquencylI
^  is a by-product first of its traditional purpose— -to stuff
1^ all minds with the same mass of facts, most of \diich bear' J
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\ * A ® y ‘7 no reiatlon the child can see to the x̂ Ki realitios of ' C fX j I
its life; and secondly of its traditional methods. To j I
cease encouraging delinquency, the school must change I

these goals and method. > ,■- i  ̂| I
iJhether the end sought is delinquency I

control or the strengthening and siirvi^al of civilizat" |
ion, two sets of factors determine what the school shoulî  

be and do: (1) the nature and needs of childre^and (2) 
the nature and needs of today's society. The emphasis ;

I

belongs on "today" because our society differs so sharp­
ly from that of all man's yesterdays. Though the fact is 
almost too vast to be understood and almost too oppress- J

Ive to.be faced, mankind must live for ever on a^'olcano ' |
of its own demising. Our society disposes of such terri- ;

fying and concentrated power that a few men can blow  ̂ i|
civilization into kingdom come. Ken are so crovrded toge-‘ I
then and Interdependent that every man and every nation  ̂1 |
must depend for well-being and survival on the good r̂ill | ||
of other men and nations. | B|

The practical motive of self-preservation* I ||| 
now comes to the support of man's spiritual insight to | |B|
Insist that the major goal of education must be the i f H |
development of human beings who are atonce self-reliant i ^
and cooperative, of men and women who seek to do to I 'IBi
others as they would be done by. Now, as never oefcre j ||H|
in the history of manlclnd, has it become vastly more | | h |
important that lien should learn hov̂  to live with one * H |
another on terms of fair play and vdthout violence that\, i ||| 
they should learn latin or salesmanship or even how to i I n i  

the atom.
" To learn", said William H.Kilpatrick,

"means to change one's way of behaving". Fortunately the j 
school can seriously hope to develop mature men and wom3i| . H |  
because that goal best satifies the nature and .leeds of B
childreK. What is best for society turns out to be the jjjK
best for the child. In adopting the new goal, education p B



V ^mj-J  must make use of the new understandins of, human behaviour
to determine the content and methods of education. Inste,ad 
of regimenting all children in the sane school adult Jtould 
the school continjfiously studies each child and seeks to .,, j :
provide e,xperlences suitable to his individual capacities.: :
It recognizes that each child differs from every other in, ; 
capacltes but that each has the same basic needs for achl~| 
evement and recognition. It sees the total human being— -”
physical, emotional, social, as well as intellectual-- ^
and provides constnictive experiences to develop all sides j 
of the personality. It understands that chil.dren learn 
best by doing and that memorized glibness about ,-.:.j.gebraitc j 
equations or fair play or brushing teeth does not mean 1
that the child has learned anything unless the vords are ■ ,
translated into action. j

* Finally, the school knows that education,
as John Dewej/fia® long asserted, is life; It is. not a limi-I 
ted period and process of Issasi ready .for the future but , |
a continuing chain of experiences, each of which siiould ! |
carry its own interest and satisfaction to the xartici- j |
pant as well as fit him to reach cut for new experiences. I

.  ̂ tThe school provides the means by which society can purpose ,5,;

-Ijilly select experiences that are desirable, tho' enable i,
the child (and the adult) to live throiigh swiftly the past
experiences of the race sumrr̂ BBed up in its culture and so ; ;|
enable him to understand and take part in vrhat is poing ore |
in his community today in every sphere of life. |

itit the delinquency, the raaladjustuont and |
Vprobably much of the unteachability that we now have orxgi-|

-ate in the home life. If the teacher is to exercise ah , i

effective counteracting influence and help tnese c’v-ldren | |
 ̂ Ito build better characters, his association with eac'- ji

pupil must be closer and longer than our contemporary form, 
of school organization permits. A school is orgarizod at |
present according to the exigencies of the instruction. |j

. Each teacher is responsible for imparting a quota of know-: . *
* ' ,



: Q tI
knowledge to a particular year-group of boys. This I
accomplished, the latter pass on to the next teacher, \ H
when.the process of getting to know begins afresh. A , M

V  ■rigid instructional :̂ ame work is preventing the teacher ' :
f rom embarking upon a new phase of his social mission.. ‘ H
If, having made us a civilized nation, the feeacher Is H
henceforth to make us a happy nation, paramount consider- M
ation must be a more e.ndurlng perso.nal influence by the ' M
teacher upon each group of children. Ra.ther than relln-, ! M
quish each class after one year it should not be imposs- | ■ H
ible to arrange for a class to remain under the tutorship' U. H  

of the same teacher for 3-4 years of each schooling | : H
phase. The teacher would then be able to get to know the M
families around their own, fUrosldes of those children who! H

0 are suspected of being handicapped and unsettled by their | wM

own circumstances. With oi.ir large classes and shortage of j ; M  

teachers this is perhaps the most that can be hoped for. i d . H
It may be asked in what ways such an | H

extension of the teacher's social function would help to | I II 
alleviate delinquency and its associated problems. The | II

IIfirst, that a family near a breaking point or onw which HII I Iis in danger of becoming demoralized is ft^'couraged by HI
the friendly interest of an outside person; their feelingi B l
of self-wohth is enhanced and they have some incentive to| | H
improve their standards. After all it is not only the i | H i
demoralized house wife who smarten:;!* up the house prepa- |
ratory to a visit. Such a teacher is a friend of the 
family. This introduces the second advantage; breakdown| | ;
only occurs when the child sees no way out of its emotion '
-al dilemma, and above all has no alternative to the j
unsatisfactory human relationships of its sESKfclsKxi homW.,

not to say that the teacher can accept. .. .This is/the responsibility of becoming a substitute—
parent; but he can provide just that amount of continued '
Interest and .fwi feeling which may give encouragement
to a child in an otherwise desperate s,ltuation. The third ^ H
advantage hangs upon the advisability of spotting the ’ ^ H
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■unhappy child at an early stage. It is best to bring out 
this point by quoting Sir Martin Hoseveare, Chief Insnec- ' 
tor of Schools in 0.K.t

For iUsStance, juvenile delinquency......  fhe '
particular lad, for Instance, who has made a had start-- 
is he, or was he on our school-roll? If so, looking back 
( for the benefit of the future) v;hat symptolns vrere there ' 
which night have told us (or did tell us) that iSSI^ere 
awry? Looking forward, what can we do him or for him? '
Do we understand him? Have we secured his confidence? ^
What can we do to help to rehabilitate him? How can we 
ensure^that his life contains enough elements th it are 
healthy stimulating, that demand real effort by him and 
tha bring him a sense of achievement and success and well­
being? If we are lucky enough to have none who have been 
"up against it^ are we nevertheless, on the lockout? Are 
there any tell-tale signs of aloofness, morosenesc, truan- ! 
cy, which will call for all tact and judgment of vhlch ) |
are capable?"* ' i I

I
It may further be aske(2 \}hy these particular ' |

functions of the social practioner should devolve upon ' I
the teacher. The reply w'ould be that the teacher i - alrea-. ?
dy in daily touch with the child^ that he has the best of i 1:
reasons, without arousing suspicion/ or fear of aiuinstra- 
tlwB action, for visits to the parents; that such : relatl- h 
onship between the parent and teacher is natural, human [■
and direct, free of the delay and distance of official I
procedure. Further more, the school-child in need cf somei:i 
supi>lement to the interest and affection v/hich it ;ets at'^ f
horae does turn to its teacher, Wlth^varle'ty which t: is !
vrork outside the classroom would bring and 'the widonlng 
of his hr her social responsibilites, tlic'teachor 
gain a higher sense of purpose and fiafilmen.t. The capaci­
ty for work of all of us is expanded by the zest of

* From his addres to the !2aster~Conf0re^ or”the t
ip . 1 ■. ■ , . ^ctloiial 'JnlOB of Teachers-— -London, IQvcO, .-i
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achievement and diminished by frustration. It is also 
quite feasible that the improvement of l:tie hurian 'relationl 
-hips within the school will i®ore than compensate, in ' 
terms of the amount of learning, for a slightly lesso-ffW, ■ 
instructional time; and the emotional stability c>f a

Hnation is well worth a little extra expense qnd effert 
to contrive. The majority of teachers are not, of couar̂ 'l :

it '4 'formally qualified in the diagnosis of juvenile u-'le)t̂ Le- 
raent, Btit because of their choice of, and continu/y^ye in 
their profession, they are usually people with hf.man 
feelings. Without specifi(^;raining the experienc-^i teacher 
can spot that the^e is something wrong with a child; if thi

•Ww ■ isympto]/s persist the more exj:)ert, diagnostician er d the ! 
therapist would be consulted.

Is it Et; too much to hope that at a time r 
when are planning for the nation’s health and - terial ‘ 
prosperity, this vital problem will receive the attention > 
which is its due?

( ( i f r  ■ '» "
H A S  iy^3 t/

X X „ t o | i ’ . >-■ ; .

4  :; I
■hi
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Questionnaire to study Juvenile Delinquency 
A ll these questions are put to the offender himself 

L Questiong regarding particulars of the ch^d

1. W hat is your name ?
2. W hat is your age ?
3. W here were you born  ̂ „
4. To what community do you belong
5. W here do you reside ? . i j  o
6. Since when have you been residing in Dehradun .
7. Where did you live before coming to Dehradun .

ii. Questions regarding child’s studies
1

1. W hat are you doing these days ?
If studying—" , • '

!. In which school are you studying ;
2* In which class are you studying  ̂ „
3. How are you getting on with your school work
4' What is your position is the merit list of your class
5] Do you like all subjects equally well or have special liking for some and 

disliking lor others ? . ^6. What is the reason of your like or dislike m these subjects .
1. If you are given an authority to make the school to your own liking,

what changes will you bring out ? i 1
8. Do you like to go to your school, or just go there as a matter of routine j

i or past-time ? , , 1 .. i. 9 1
9  Do vou like and respect your head-master and teachers ; , _

10'. Do you like all teachers of yonr school or only those who teach you or
only those who do not teach you ? , . iM » '

11. If you do not like to go to school, what would you like to do . 1

III- Questions regarding child’s occupation

If working— '
1, W here are you working !
2. W hat is your income  ̂ „
3. When did you give up your studies
4. W hv did you give up your studies ?
^  If y L  were forced to do soper circumstances, do you wish to join t 

once again
6. Do you like your work ^

8. H yoiA°rJ°no\ interested in your work, what would you like to do; if

9. S r y o u  lik^ t̂ sT ck to one job or wish to have frequent changes ?
10. W hy are you dissatisfied with your present occupation 1'

IV. Questions regarding child s family
.

1. A re  both your parents alive ?
2. If dead—( i ) How old were you when they died <

( ii) What did you lee! when they died ?
(iii) How do you feel for their absence ? j  t u 9

3 If alive— ( i ) Whom do you like more out ol your mother and rather .
( ii) What do you like or dislike in your mother i
(iii) What do you think of your father ? . , , . t
(iv) Do you ever compare your parents with the parents o

other children ? .... ,___
(v )  In what respect do you find your parents different from |

others’ ? „ 0
(vi) What do you feel for that difference

4. How many brothers and sisters are you 1 -i ?
5. W hat is your position among all the children of your tami J
6. Do you feel that your position in the family is advantageous in any 

respect or is only a source of loss of peace to you ?

-

I
, V . , . • w  ■ ■ '• • — '• ‘ '
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lERSONAL REMARKS ' Q. No. QUESTIONS A. No. ANSWERS
'

V Queations regarding Economic Statm

!. W hat are the sources of income in your family ?
2. W hat is your lather doing ?
3. How much does he earn per month i?
4. Is your mother also working ?
5. If so— (i) How much does she contribute to family income ?

(ii) Do you have to suffer in any way due to your mother 
remaining absent from home when she goes for work ?

6. W hat is the total income of your family ?
7. Do you contribute in any way to that income ?
8. If so— how do you feel in doing so ? -
9. How big a house have you got to live in ?

10. Have you got sufficient accomodation to live in peacefully ?

Vi Questions regarding Family Culture

1. Is your father educated ?
2. W hat and how much education had he?
3. Had your mother any schooling ? . 1 . ^
4. In which different classes are your brothers and sisters studying ?
5. Do your parents dictate over you all or keep affectionate and co­

operative relations ? >
6. Do your parents give you as much of attention as you want ?
7. How do they treat you when you do any wrong ?
8. W ho is a greater disciplinarian between your father and mother ?
9. W hat sort of discipline do they expect of you. ?

10. How do you feel when your father comes to you with a buffet or a 
cane for every little mistake you commit ?

1 I. Do you try to tell a lie to escape this reaction of your father or mother ?
12. W hen your either parent is harsh to you, does your other parent try

to save you ?
13. Do you ever feel that their behaviour is unjust? If so, w h y? If not, 

how do you justify it ?

VII Questions regarding the relatiomhip of parents with each other

I. I Do you feel yourself more attached to your father or to your mother ?
' 2. How do they behave among themselves ?

3. Do they cooperate with each other ?
4. If ever there is a point of difference, who has to submit in the end 

mother or father ?
5. Whose behaviour is more justified and why ?
6. Does your mother respect your father blindly or does she expect

rational behaviour from him ?
7. Who holds the string of the purse in the family ?
8. Do you ever feel that your father is afraid of your mother ? Or 

vice versa.

VIJI Question* regarding ofl’ender’a friends, interests and habits

I. How many friends have you ? Name them.
2. Do you lead them or do you depend on them for advice ?
3. Do you have full confidence in them ?
4, Do you give out all your secrets to them ?
5. Do you always like to be with them or sometimes wish to be alone ?
6. Do they help you in your difficulties ?
7. W hat do you like to do in your leisure ?
8. W hy do you play truancy ? i
9. Do you have no feeling when you steal anybody else’s things ? i

lO. W hy do you like to hurt younger boys or dumb creatures ?
1 I. Do you find yourself at home on the games field ?
12. W hat will you do if you are left all to yourself with a lot of money 

in your pocket ?
13. Do you care for cinema ? |
14. W hat sort of cinemas do you like to see ?

 ̂ ' ■' I



IX Question legarding child’t personality

: - I Different questions to be put to the children of different ages to test

If Some tests like—(I) Line trap test (2) Progressive lines test 
(3j Assuage lest for testing suggestibility.[f'" ’S'.';

I
'/‘ • III Questions to judge Eraotionabihty

I 1. When you have a keen desire to do a certain thing and your parents

] object to it giving you all possible justification, do you listen to your
I i parents or act contrary ?
j 2. If you act according to your parents wish, do you reconcile opposing , .

emotions rationally and easily or repress your own desire for fear 
o f parent’s anger ? i

j 3. W hen you do a vyrong and are conscious of it, are you afraid of your
I 1 father, mother or school authorities ? (
1 j 4. Do you feel angry at every l i t t l e  opposition you face ?  I

I 5. Do you feel depressed, when you are not heard in the family ?
i 6. Do you feel that your need or desire is always coirect and very I j I
 ̂ important and therefore must be atonce satisfied irrespective of family
’ circumstances?

7. Do you stick to your family ethical code? Or do you feel bad in 
i doing so ? .
’ 8. Do you easily give up your desires without feeling a tinge of pain and

bitterness in your heart ? j
I 9. How do you react when anybody docs a wrong to you ?
I 10. How do you react when prents are not just to you ? ; , '

 ̂ Questions to judge temperament

I. Do you like change in every little thing of life ? ;
2. Do you get unnerved at everything that goes against your wish ?
3. Do you think before you do anything, right or wrong ?
4. Do you try to rationalise your feelings, right or wrong ?
5. Do you give patient ears to your parents when they say against you 

or your desires ?
6. How do you bear criticism regarding you or your family by others ?

V  Questions to discover Introversion or Extroversion

I. Do you like to voice your views or like to keep them within yourself ?
2. Do you like extra-curricular activities in school or nof ?
3. Do you like to spend leisure hours alone or with your friends ?
4. Do you like social life or want to be undisturbed by your friends ?
5. Do you have any particular feeling which always haunts you ?
6. Do you get dreams ? Say something about them.

X Questions regarding offender’s physique and health

1. What sort of health do you generally keep ?
2. What are the ailments you frequently suffer from ?
3. Does any of these diseases stand in the way of your schooling or

desired career ? i

A ll Questions are to be pat to the parents of the offender. ’ j, ^

i L Questions regarding bis studies ,vV'A'.j-j,

1. How does he take his school and school subjects ?
2. Is he interested in his subjects or has aversion to it ? ^
3. Doe.s he go to school on being reminded daily or all by himself ? ’
4. Does he give excises for not going to school ?
5. If any—what sort of excuses does he generally put forward ?
6. Have you ever tri id to do away with those difficulties ?
7. What difference did you notice in his behaviour then ?
8' Did he start taki ig interest in his studies ?

. 9. Or did he find oit new excuses for not doing so ?
f t 10. What may be cai se of this sort of disinterestedness ? ^

p e r s o n a l  RE^^RKS QUESTIONS A. No. ANSWERS ^

I  ,
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a n s w e r s ' O X j

I 11. Queationg regarding offender s occupation, if he is working . . ______ ________ _____ _

I. W hy did he take to service at such a young age ?
2. W hy -was he not interested in his studies ?
3. How does he like his work ?
4. W hat does he do v/ith the remuneration he gets

in. Questions regarding Economic atatua

1. What is the total income of your family ?
2. W ho and how many are the earning members in the family ?

I 3. Do you feel in any way that your income is not sufficient to bring up
I and educate your children or are you satisfied with what you get and

what you do with your children ?
4. Do you spend equally on all your children or make some distinction '

among girls and boys or among boys themselves ?
5- How does this particulars child spend money, if he gets hold of some ?
6. Is he always wanting money or feels short of money ?
7. Does he repent after spending it badly ? |
8. Does he lie in telling you how he spent all the money he had ? |
9. Is he fair in money-dealings or always busy in inventing excuses to get 

some money fromjyou ?
10. Which are the different ways in which he spends his moneyi'

IV. Queationn .regarding offender s habits and interests and friends

I. W hat are the diffeient interests of your child ? j
2. Is there any particular reason for having these interests ? !

I 3. W hat are his habidi ?
4. Have you ever raiied any objection to his interests or habits ? i
5, How did he react jto it ?
6. Is he prepared to listen any criticism regarding these ?
7. How many and what sort of friends has he ?

I 8. Does he depend td a great extent on his friends ? ,‘V
9. A re ail his movenhents and actions determined by his friends or does 

he initiate them on his own ?
10. How does he justify his actions ?

V. Qufe»tiott» regarding child's health and physique f l

I Does your child suffer from any chronic disease, or physical handicap ? -' I
I 2. Does he feel that he is superior or inferior in physique or health than I
I any of other brothers or sisters ?  ̂ I

I VI. Questions regarding child^s offenses I
I. W hat sort of crime does he commit at home ? ■
2. W ere you conscious of your child’s criminal nature and bow did you I

react to it ? I
These questions shall be put to School authorities, employer I

neighbours or acquaintances I ■

1 Q*. regarding child’s occupation I I

1. What do you think of child’s Standard of work ? |
2. Do you feel that he is interested in his work '? | ' I
3. If not, how do you argue for his disinterestedness ? I
4. Is he regular and punctual and try to do his best ? vH

I II Qs. regarding his school and studies I
I. How does the child find his studies ? I
2. Does he experience a sense of inadequacy in class ? I
3. A re the studies too much or too little for him ? I

■  4. What is the reason of his absent-mindedness or disinterestedness or I 1 I
I inattention in class ? f l

i"^B I 5. Does he get no individual attention in class ? | B
|H  6. Does he care to go to games field ? ■

7, How does he react there ? 1 I
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16. Is the offender guided by anybody in his past-time actions ?
17. Do all his actions reflect a habit of carelessness and indiscipline ?
18. Do you ever give him individual attention ?
19. Does the offender seem to have confidence in his teachers ?
20. Does he ever have a feeling of maladjustment ?
21. A re  the subjects taught in school adequate for him ?
22. Does he find any other difficulty in school or his home, for which he

finds himself socially its adapted ?
23. Does he suffer from a sevse of insecurity in school or his home ?
24. W hat are the reasons for this feeling ?
25. How long has he been behaving in this objectionable w ay ? j

VI Questions regarding of fender's offenses 

I. W hat is the nature of offense which he generally commits ?
2. What action did you take against it ? v
3. How did he react to your action against him ? i
4. W hat is the cause for his offenses in your opinion ? i ■

j
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