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Thiz waluable history, usually ascribed to Bakhtawar Ehan, 1z really the
work of Muhammad Baga of Saharanpur. Bakhtawar Ehan's claim to the
authorship for himself has led Dr. Do, Colonel Dow, W, H Mortley and others to
ascribe the worlk to hun Ewen Ehuda Bakhsh Ehan, the founder and donor or this
Library,, in s Mahbub-ul-Albab (Lithographed, 1826), ascribes the work to
Bakhtawar Khan, but Muhammad Shafi, the sister's son of Muhammad Baga, m his
editton of ther Mir'at-1-Tahan Muma, which 1z an enlagred recension of the
Mir'at-ul-"Alam, and which, like the shorter work, 15 due to the authorship of
MMuhammad Banga, distinctly says that Muhammad PBanga's name in the preface In
the biographical portion of the work Bakhtawar Ehan has mserted a short notice of
the real author, in which he says that Baga' Saharanpuri, with his ongmnal name
whaykh Muhammad Baga, was an eminent writer of prose and poetry, specially
well wersed i history, and was personally known to the emperor. He also adds that
Baga't was his intimate friend, and "assisted him" i the composttion of the present
work,

Muhamimad Eakhtawar EKhan was a favounte eunuch of "Alamgr, whe,
after his accession to the throne, conferred upon him the title of Ehan In the tenth
vear of the reign he was raised to the rank of one thousand, and m the thirteenth
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vear was entrusted wiath the office of Darogah-i-Ehawasan, He died i the 28th vear
of 'Alamgit's reign, A H 10% = A D 1685 In the preface to thus work Bakhtawar
Ehan states that from an eatly age he had a strong inchnation towards historical
books, which he studied wath great interest He had a longfelt deswre to write a
historical work, untl, i the tme of "Alamgw, to whom the Mir'at-ul-"Alam 1s
dedicated, he set lumself to accomplish ks wish, completing the wotlk m AH
1078 = A D 1668, for which he gives the chronogram ey ds SV From the account
gven by this presumed author of humself’ (fol 420b) we learn that he wrote seweral
other works, the first of which, he says, was the Chahar A'inah, contaming an
account of the four battles by which Aurangzib won the throne; abndgements of
the Hadigah of Sana't, the Euliyvat of "Attar, the MMasnawn of Maulana Eum, of the
Eaundat-ul-Ahbab and of the Tankh-1-2418; a large Bayvad entitled Sawad-1-A'zam,
atd a biography of Samnts called Eivad-ul-Auliya consisting of selections from the
Tadlkirat-ul-Auliva, the MNafahat, the Eashhat, the Akhbar-ul-Akhvar, and other
books, This 1z followed by a detaled account of the buldings founded by the
author, atnong which he mentions the wllages Bakhtawarnagar and Bakhtawarpur
narned after hirm,

From the notice on Muhammad Baga's Wfe grven by Muhammad Shafi', and
trom other sources, we can gather the followan facts for a bicgraphical account of
this ermnent author whose clan to authorshiphas been so much depreciated.

Hizs real name was Shaykh Muhammad, and he adopted the poetical nome de
phlume Baga. He belonged to a learned and distnguished farly, and the first of hus
ancestors, Ehwajah Diva-ud-Din, a descendant of the celebratedd sant Ehwajah
'‘Abd TNlah Harawi, came to India from Herat dunng the reign of Fiuz Shah in
AH 754 = AD 1353 He was kindly treated by the enperor, and recerved many
tavours and honours at his hands. He was appomted Subahdar of MMultan, and in
recognition of his mentorious services was honoured with the title of IMalik
Mardan Daulat. Hiz descendants settled in Saharanpur, where his great grandfather
shaykh "Abd-us-Sattar died m AH 205 = AD 1499 Muhammad Baga was bom
i saharanpur, i A H 1057 = A D 1628 At an early age he applied s mind to
study, and after learrung the Qur'an by heart, and after studwng for some time wath
his father, Shaykh Gulam Muhatmmad, he went to Swhind, where he continued his
studies under Shaykh 'Abd Tllah, surnamed Mlian Hadrat. He also made the
acouaiitance of Shahkh INur-ul-Hagq, son of the celebrated Shaykh 'Abd-ul Hagq
Dihlawa (& AH 10522 = A D 1642), and learnt Hadis and Sufism from lhom. After
the death of hiz father, Muhammad Baga became the disciple of Shaykh
MMuhatntmad Ma'sum Sihindi, and began to lead a retwred lWfe, dewoting lus whole
attention to worship and devotion. He was, howewver, inwvited to the mapenial court
of Dikli by Iftikhar Ehan (Bakhtawar Ehan), who secured for the author an
honourable office. He erected several buwldings and founded the willage Bagapurah,
inchuding a garden and a mosque, which was fished in AH 1084, Towards the
end of hus bfe he was appomted Sariar of Saharanpur and died there m A H 10594
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= 4D 1683

According to Muhammad Shaf', Muharnad Baga's compostions are: &
Magmu'ah in A H 1077, consisting of extracts from the Hadigah of Sana'i, the
Mantiq ut-Tayr of 'Attar, and the IMasnawt of Maulana Fum; the Mir'at-ul-Alam
written for Bakhtawar Ehan, a Eiyvad-ul-&Auliva and a Tadkirat-ush-Shu'ara, the
authorship of all of which 15 boldly clawned by Bakhtawar Ehan in the Miir'at-ul-
Alam.

The Wir'at-i-Tahan INuma, an enlarged recension of the Nir'at-ul-'Alam, and
likewise due to the authorship of Muhammad Baga, was edited by his sister's son
MMuhammad Shafi’

A later recension, with some addiions and mumerous dimsions, and under
the same title Mlir'at-i-Jahan MNuma, was edited by Muhammad Baga's younger
brother Muhammad Eida

It 1z therefore ewident that Muhammad Baga 1z the real author of the wanous
worlts mentioned abowe, and that he attributed all iz labours to his friend
Bakhtawar EKhan, through whose influence he secured high positions in the
inperial court,

Fortunately, in the abowve case Bakhtawar Khan at least adrts that he
"recetved assistance” m the compostion of the work, while the most smoular of
such mstances 15 the Majalis-ul-TIshshag, the exclusiv authorship of which 15 =0
boldly clawned by Sultan Husayn Mirza for himself, and the name of the real
author, Kamal-ud-Din Husayn Karizgahi, so mysteriously concealed. The
authorship of this Kamal-ud-Din would have remaned a mystery had not the
emperer Babur m ks memorrs, Ehan Ehanan's Persian translation, enlighytened us
thus:
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mee also Haft Iglm, fol 55a, where the works .,j'l_i.nJ'lhp-_ﬁ'l_a_a and Jjis
Apledt are said to be the compositions of the aforsaid Kamal-ud-Din

For reference to the Mir'at-ul-"Alam and its author, see Ellot, History of
India, wol wiu, pp. 145-165; Eieu, 1, pp. 125-127, Ethe, Bodl Lib. Cat MNos.
114-116; Ethe, India office Lib. Cat Moz 124 and 125 See alzo Mo, Lees, Journal
of the Eoval Asiatic Soc., Mew Senes, wvol m, p. 465 The contents of the work
hawve been fully described m Morley's Descriptive Catalogue, pp. 52-56

The Mir'at-ul-"Alam 1z reckoned a very usufil worke The account of the first
ten years of "Alamgir's reign and the bographical portion are exceedingly waluable.
It 1z diwided mto a Mugaddiunah, sewven Arawish, subdinded mto several Mumawish
atid Mumud, one Afzayish and a Ehatimah, as follows:

Mugaddimah, fol. da. On the Creation

Arayish I Drnded into four MNumayish:

(1) fol 6a  History of the Patriarchs and Prophets.
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(2] fol E0a  Ancient Philosophers.

() Early Eings of Persia, dimded mto five INumuds dealing wath the
accounts of the Pishdadians, the EKawanianz, the
Mululc-ut-Tawa't, the Sasatuans, and the Alaswah, to be found
respectively on foll 32k, 40a, 41a, and to be found respectively
on foll. 2a, S96b, 40a, 41a and 44a

(<) fol 45b. Tubba's or Eings of Yaman

Arayish I Dinded mto twelve INumayish:

(1} fol 47k,  Life of Muhammad

(2] fol 62b, Hisz features and hizs rracles.

() fol 63b, Hiz wiwves and children

(<) fol. 65a,  The first four Khalfahs

(5] fol 7da, The twelve Imams.

(&) fol. 75k, The ten Mubashshann

(7] fol 7éHa, The principal companions of the prophet, arranged in
alphabetical order.

(&) fol B2k, The Tabi'in and the Tab'-1 Tabi'in, that i1z, the
dizciples of the prophet's companons and their
disciples, arranged i chronological order.

(9 fol Bda,  The four Mujtalud Inams.

(107 fol B4k, The seven readers of the Qur'an.

(11y  fol B5a, The tradisiomsts, arranged i alphabetical order

(12)  fol B/a, The Samnts, Scholars and Ascetics. Samnts of India on
fol 93a Muslm philosophers and TTama, in the
same order, fol 96h.

Arawish [T Donded mto eyght MNumawish:

(1) fol 100a  The Tlmayyades.

(2 fol 101k, The'Abbasides.

() The dynasties contemporary with the 'Abbasides, 1n eleven
Muruds:

The Tahinzs on fol 106k, The Saffaris, fol 107a; The
Samatiz, fol 107k, The Gasnawis, fol 108a; The Gurns,
fol. 10%b; The Buwayhides, fol. 110a; The Saljugiz of
Fersia and Ewman, fol 11la; The Ehwarasmshais, fol
112k, The Atabaks of Fars, fol 113k, of Swna, fol 1144,
and of Traq, fol 114b;The Isma'ths of Magnb and Iran,
fol. 115a; The Qarakhita'is of Eirman, fol 117a

(<) The Eings of Eum, m eight Mumuds:

The Caesars, fol 117b; The Saljugis, fol. 120b; The
Damshmandiz, fol 121k, The Saliois, the Manguchakis,
the Qaramans. fol 122a, The Dulgadrs, fol. 122b; The
Cismanhs, fol 125a
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(5] fol 12%a The Shanfs of Mecca and Medina

(&) The Ehans of the Turks, i five MNumuds:
Turke, Tatar, fol 127a;, Mugal, 126b; Buzamjar-OQa'an, and
thewr descendants, fol 127a

(7] Chingiz Khan and his descendants, m seven INumuds:
Timuchin, fol 128k, Jupn Ehan and his successors in
Oipchag, fol  130a; Hulagn Ehan and ks successors in
Iran, fol 131a; Chagatat Ehan and his successzors in
Turan, fol 134a;, The Shaybanis, or Uzbak Ehans of
Mawara-un-INahr, from Shali Beg Ehan to the accession
of "Abd-ul-'Aziz Khan in A H 1055 = A D 1645, fol.
134k, Ehans of Eashgar from Tuglug Tiunur Ehan, AH
761 = A D 1559 to Yulpaz Ehan, then reignng in A H
1078 = A D 1668

(&) MMuluk-ut-Tawa'if, who reigned i Iran after Abu Said's death,

five IMumuds:

Chaupanis, fol 14Z2a;, Ilkanis, fol 14Z2b; Amir Shavich
Abu Ishag and Muzaffans, fol 143a; Eurts, fol 144b,;
sarbadars, fol 145b.

Arayish IV,  Dmnded mto five numayish:

(1) fol. 146k, Timur and his suceessors, down to Sultan Abu Sa'id
(2] fol 155k, Abul-Gazm Sultan Husayn and his children

() fol 156k, The Qara Quyunlus.

(<) fol. 157a The Qa Cuyunlus.

=) fol. 1570, The Safawis.

Arayish V. Dionded ito an Introducion, called MNagsh, on the creed of the
Hindus, thewr Eings, and the Mushm Concuest, fol 163b, and the
following nine Mumayish:

(1) fol. 170a  EKmgs of Dihl from Shihab-ud-Din Gun te  Thralum

Lodi, 170a

(2] Eings of Deccan, in st MNumuds:
Bahmarus, fol 180b;, Baridis, fol 186a; Tmad Shahis b,
Mizam-ul-Mullasz, fol 186b; 'Adil Ehanis, fol 187h;
Cuth-ul-Mullkas, fol 188b.

() fol 18%a Eings of Cuyrat

(<) Eulers of Sind, in two MNuruds:
Tattah, fol 190b; Multan, fol 195a

(5] fol 1%5a EKings of Bengal

(6 fol. 196b. Eings of Malwah

(7] fol 1%%a Ehandes.

(&) fol Z200a  Jaunpur.

) fol. 201b. Kashmir,
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Arayish VI Donded mto five Numawsh:
(1) fol 204b. Babur.
(2] fol 210b. Humawyun.
(3 fol 227b. Akbar
(<) fol 248b. Jahangir.
=) fol 265b. Shah Jahan
Arayish VI Dinded wmto three Payrayish
(1) fol 2BEb. History of 'Alamgr from iz bath to the end of the
tenth wear of hus reiggn
(2] cubdinded mnto four MNumuds:
‘Alarngir's noble disposition, fol 400a;, His children, fol
403a, Extent and divisions of lus empire, fol 404b,;
Contemporary sovereigns, fol 4050
() Drnded inte two MNumuds:
Shaykhs of "Alammgr's time, fol 407a, Tlama, from the
tirne of Akbar to the time of "Alamgr, fol 411a

Afzawish, Drnded into three MNumuds:

Caligraphers, fol. 41%a; MNarration of curious events and
wonderfil things, each of which 1z introduced by the work dadg
Account of the author's works and of the buldings erected by
him, fol 436a

Ehatimah, fol 43%a Wrongly styled here as pylger &3 ; MNotices of Persian
poets arranged i alphabetical order.

& copy contaming the meost valuable extracts of the work, probably made by
the order of H EBlochtnann, and consisting of the Third Payrawish of the Sewenth
Arayish, the Afrawsh and the Ehatmah and the whole of the Swmth Arawish, with a
portion extracted from the Tabagatt Akban, and dealing wath the nobles, learned
men and poets of Akbar's time, 15 preserved m the Buhar Library, Calcutta

Marginal additions, wntten i the same hand as the text stself, are to be
tound throughout the copy.
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