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Raepore Settlement Report.

Mr. Hewitt's report commences by an account of the

£ ”}hyéical features of this little known country, which may be

described a3 the southern half of Chuteesgurh, that is of the

upperbasin of the Mahanuddee. Withthe dependent Chiefships -

it comprises an area exceeding 15,000 square miles, or nearly
ten millions of acres, half of which is under direct management
or *‘khalsa,” while the rest is held by tributary Chiefs of
varying degrees of independence. To the west and south the
plains are covered with blacksoil, but to the east the country
1s undulating, and the soil is comparatively light. In fact the
level portions of the Raepore district may be said to consist
of the basins of two distinet river systems,—that of the Seonath
with its tributaries to the west, and that of the Mahanuddee to
the east. The former is the more important of the two, as the
rivers which compose it, flowing in firm beds, retain water
throughout the year; while the Mahanuddee, herea petty stream
passing through a sandy country, is dry for more than half
of the year. Thesoil of the plains is, however, throughout,
pretty fertile, and much advantage is taken of the facilities
which are afforded for irrigation by the undulating surface of
country. The tanks are generally small, but in a tract so
recently reclaimed from the forest, and still so undeveloped,
it is something that the value of irrigation should be thoroughly

recognised ; and the completion of the line of communication,

now well advanced, with Nagpore, should do much to stimu-

" . . late trade and agriculture.

2. The history of Chuteesgurh under the Hy-Hy Bunsee
kings has been discussed in the Settlement report of the
Belaspore district, and needs no detailed mention here, The
Mahrattas took the country in the middle of the 18th century,
and, with a short interregnum from 1818 to 1830, during’
which it was administered by British officers, held it until

the cession in 1854, ‘The character of their administra.tion,”'

writes Mr. Hewitt, “may be judged from the description of

Major Agnew in 1819, who says that the country presented one

uniform scene of plunder and oppression, uninfluenced by any
considerations but that of collecting by whatsoever means the:
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principle of administration was to work as much as possible
through the people themselves. He got rid of the “ Patels,”

largest amount possible.” Major (afterwards Colonel) Agnew’s f .

or village officers, introduced by the Mahrattas, and dealt -

¥ 4

direct with the Gonteeyas or village headmen, who were’ 4

almost invariably inhabitants of the country, with some here
. ditary tie to the villages which they managed. Under this
system the revenue increased by more than 21 per cent in,
eight years. The second period of Mahratta administration
was more successful than the first. The system introduced by
Colonel Agnew was followed, and the country continued to
improve, though slowly, owing to the famines of 1835 and
1844, Onthe introduction of British rule in 1854 a succession
of three-year Settlements was made, the last of which;, effected
in 1861-62, was prolonged until the commencement of the long
term Settlement now under review.

3. In his 3rd chapter Mr. Hewitt gives a good many
curious details regarding the people. The Chumars and their
new religion have been described at length in the Belaspore
report ; but Mr. Hewitt adds a piece of information which
does not seem to have been before published. He says that
the so-called Chumars do not by any means necessarily belong
to the caste of that name, but that admission to the Sutnami,
religion, which is open to all classes, carries with it in the
eyes of orthodox Hindoos the brand of Chumarism. He also
gives some interesting information regarding the Kaurs (more
. properly Kavars), a race who may be regarded as forming a

Bnk between the aborigines and the Hindoo immigrants, and
the Hulbas, a caste “ who gain their living by distilling spirits,
and worship a pantheon of glorified distillers, at the head of
whom is Bahadur Kalar.” It is curious to notice from the
“Table of land-owning castes,” appended to paragraph 125,
that even in dissenting Chuteesgurh, Brahmins are by far the
largest land-holders. : )

4. The staple produce of Raepore isrice, which occupies
more than half of the cultivated area. Mr. Hewitt remarks
that this points to the necessity of enlarging the facilities now
enjoyed for irrigation, and there is much justice in his remarks.
It-is proposed this season to send two officers to examine the
country carefully, and to ascertain the hest localities for
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ét/orage of water. There is no doubt that much of the
‘LChuteesorurh soil is light enough to require irrigation ; while
he conformation of the country affords, in many p]aces, great

" * natural facilities for the construction of reservoirs. 1 look

i N

mpon it as most important that every endeavour should be
made to stimulate cultivation in Chuteesgurh, for on the
grain supply of this great rice and wheat field depends the

- wotton supply of Nagpore. Every additional cart load of corn

which Chuteesgurh can spare means so-much more of the
Nagpore plain devoted to cotton.

5. The remarks on the production and trade of Raepore
bring out in a strong light the peculiar circumstances which
give somethm« of an exceptlonal characterto the social economy
of Chuteeswurh The great extent of land and the compara-
tive thinness of the popu]atlon have the double effect of
making food abundant 1n ordinary years, and of reducing the
rumbers of the day-labouring class to a minimum. Almost
everyone in Chuteesgurh is a cultivator on his own account,
and great part of the grain trade which has set in towards
Nagpore, since our rule has made trade possible, is carried on
by the cultivating peasantry at slack times in their own carts.
Although then n‘r]cratlon is undoubtedly very important, the
first 1equ1ute of (/huteeqcrurh i1s improved communications ;
and though financial considerations may long prevent the
construction of the tramway which has been advocated as the
true means of stimulating the prosperity of these grain-bearing
districts, much has already been done to open out commumi- .
cations with Nagpore, and it is hoped that by degrees the

‘road to Jubbulpore through Mundla may give egress to part

of the grain reserves of ‘northern Chuteesgurh. “T'he present
grain exports are estimated by Mr. Hewitt at not more than
one-seventh of what the district can spare, and he thinks there
is no immediate prospect, of any considerable increase. But
without undue sanguineness something may be hoped for from
the yearly improvement of the road, and from the growing
wealth of the country, which, in spite of occasional cholera and
rarer drought, is certa.inly prospering.

~

6. At present it is only when prices are high in Nagpore
that grain pours in very freely from Chuteesgurh ; but, as has

. been said above, we must look to the txme when as cotton
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wultivation increases, and the peeple of Nagpore advance 'm/f &
-wealth, they will draw most of their food from Chuteesgurh.|
Land is still so abundant in Reepore and Belaspore, and® /
«communications must always be se difficult in every direction =
but the west, that Nagpore will long retain the command of ¢
«cheap market ; and when matters are ripe for the construction .
- .of a tramway, it appears unlikely that a single acre of land
snitable to eotton in Nagpore will be taken up with foofl
grains. Tt certainly seems as if it were but a question of time,
+vith, on the one hand, a tract of fine black dotton seil tapped

by a railway, studded with eotton marts, and cultivated by the

- Koonbees, to whom cotton has become akind of spdeiality ; and

on the other, a wide plain aseminently fitted for rice, and shut 4
in oun all sides but the west, that the one should by degrees
accommodate itself to the wants of the other, and by a division .~ 4
-of labour that both should be enriched. In any case the
development of Chuteesgurh and: iis closer union to the
Nagpore country must be regarded as most essential to the
enlargement of our cotton supplies, and therefore as possessing -
a double interest, especially at a time when it has been
pronounced by good authority, that under present circum-
stances we can look to no great cxtension of the Wurdah
valley cotton eultivation. ' »

« 7. The measurement operations occupied a considerable
‘time, but not perhaps longer than might have been expected
~ from the unmanageable extent of the tracts to be mapped,
and from the ignorance of the people. Until the measure-
ments commenced there was absolutely no fixed superficial-
measure in Chuteesgurh, the only way of estimating the
extent of land being by the quantity of seed sown on it.
Still, after many delays and difficulties, pretty accurate results
were obtained, the maps eorresponding almost exaetly with
- those of the Revenue Survey. The areas computed from
them seem to have been curiously less, which Mr. Hewitt.
accounts for by the unusual smallness of the fieldsin Chatees-
gurh. This would have been a serious defect in a long
settled and c]osel}7 cultivated country ; but in a district like
this, where cultivation is shifting and uncertain, and the
increased area to be brought under assessment was, by the
most favourable calculation, so considerable as to make it . .
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Muestionable whether it would be safe to go as high as statis:

lties would seem to warrant, the assessment was little if -at ail
affected by some apparent diminution of the assessable
area. o
A

8. The enquiry into rights in land was well conducted
in this Settlement. The habit of shifting cultivation, noticed
by Mr. Hewitl in his 241st paragraph, would have annulled
the growth of occupancy rights under the ordinary rules,
but the Government of India, on the representation of Mr. G.
Campbell, the then Chief Cemmissioner, made a special
rule to meet the difficulty ; and generally full provision was
made for the recognition and maintenance of subordinate
rights.

9. The assessment is described in Chapter V. The
difficulties which existed in obtaining trustworthy guides to
agsessment are not overstated, and the Settlement officer
shows satisfactorily that the adoption of an average revenue
rate of 5 annas per acre was warranted by the cireumstances
of the distriet. The general priuciples which guided Mr.
Hewitt in fixing his proposed jumma would appear to have
been sound ; and without going into details, which will be
found given at length in the report, it will suffice to remark
here that whilst the very low standard assumed for the
average revenue rate, viz., 5 annas per acre, is a sufficient
guarantee of the moderation of the assessment, the large

- enhancement imposed on the khalsa portion of the district;

viz,, Rs. 2,183,650, or 67 per cent on the former Government
<demand of Rs. 3,17,819, proves conclusively that the
interests of the State have not been neglected. The revenues
formerly paid by Feudatories and Zemindars have also been
raised from Rs. 92,140 to Rs. 1,27,249, or 38 per cent;
and the total annual increase, including the amount of the
forest revenue, formerly comprised within the village jummas
but now assessed separately, reaches the large sum of

the _Setiiemént from first to last.

" Rs, 2,68,590, and is within half a lakh of the entire cost of

-_10‘.' It now only remains for me to notice the services
of the officers most prominently engaged in carrying out this
Settlement. Although Settlement operations were commenced
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in October 1862, bﬂi little was done up to the time of M:{'§

Hewitt's arrival in December 1864. During the three an
a half years of this Officer’s incutabeucy nearly all the rea
work of this Settlement has been taken in hand and finished.
Much credit is due to the Settlement Officer for his exertiong,
and for the complete and satisfactory manner in which each
important operation has been taken up and carried through.
I have been very well satisfied with such of Mr. Hewit#s
work as has come directly before me, and as all his assessment
proposals have been submitted for my inspedtion and sanction
previous to being announced, 1 have had good opportunities
of judging of his merits as a Settlement Officer.* He has in
my opinion laboured assiduously and successfully to make
this by no means easy Settlement as complete and accurate as
circumstances  would permit, and has submitted a full and, -
"detailed report. 1 have much pleasure in bringing his services
to the favourable notice of Government. ﬂ

Lieutenant Ducat held charge of this Settlement for a
year previous to the arrival of Mr, Hewitt, who justly attri-*
butes much of his own subsequent success to the admirable
organisation introduced by him (Lieutenant Ducat) into the
Settlement. ; <

Mr. Sinclair, the Assistant Settlement Officer, is favoura-
_bly reported as an executive officer, and is entitled to credit
for the material aid afforded by him in the completion of
measurement operations.

11. Lastly, I would recommend the confirmation of this
Settlement for a term of 20 years, from the dates borne in the »
several engagements made with the people. Asin Belaspore,
theSettlement has been veryseverely tried during thelast twelve
_months by the existence of great scarcity, if not actual famine,

notwithstanding which the revised assessments lLiave continued
~ to work smoothly and successfully; and as 1 have every reason
for considering the Settlement to be a really good one in all
essential respects, I beg to solicit the sanction of Government®
to its confirmation for the prescribed period of 20 years.

J. H. MORRIS,

G e ; 22y g
ner

~ Offg. Chief ¢

22nd November 1869. = “Central P}fobinées.
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CHAPTER I,

oF RAEPORE SETTLEMENT REPORT.

¢ I. GENERAL DESCRIPTION.
" \

Tae District of Raepore lies between 80°°28" and 82° 38" east
longitude, and 19> 48" and 21° 45" north lati-
tude, within itslimits is comprised the larger

part of the tract known by the name of Chuteesgurh, together with

.a large area formerly attached to Sumbulpore. It isabout 150 miles in

breadth from east to west, and 135 miles in length from north to
« south, and the whole area is about 15,000 square miles.

2. Besides the Khalsa portion of the District which is more directly

Patuteh - vomprised. i under the management of she District autho-

the District. rities, there is a large area of country held by

petty Chiefs, called Zemindars, holding their

estates at low quit-rents and semi-independent Feudatories. These
‘estates are as follows :—

Zemindar of Nandeaon.

Position of the District.

Seodatisivs. 5 of Khyragurh.
ot ” of Choveekadan. :
= of Kakeira
( (Purporee.
| Lohara Sahaspore. | .
> Gundye. =
North-Western. 4 Burbuspore. E”
o Silhetee. 5
Thakoortola. b=
; Worarbund. &
w Khoojee. b
® <o
= Soifth-Western. Doundee Lohara. | <
2 4 ¥ Gondurdehee. &o
21 (Ferungeshwur. o
& § _ Soormar. 2
3 ' Nurra. A
o Kowrea.
| Eastern. 4 Deoree. f
G \ Khuriar. Lately attached
g Sy . , to Raepore, for-
1 Bindra Nowagurh, (‘merly belonging
\ L to Sumbulpore.
- ‘ 3 -
b1 i
‘-‘ = ‘
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8. The whole area of these tracts as shown

ik by the Settlement records is as follows :—
Acres. Square Miles.
Khalsa inclusive of Government Wastes ..... 50,442,365 7,881
Chutteesgurhee Zemindarees........... veee 1,130,844 ' 1,767
Sumbulpore Zemindarees attached to Raepore 2,800 .
Feudatories ...... o Weie b Wivsameia wbEa R SR s 4 2,940
Total..... T 15,388

Of these areas only those of.the Khalsa and Chuteesguth Zemin-
darees are given from actual measurements made by the Settlement
Department. Those of the Sumbulpore Zemindarees arz calculated
from the maps of the Topographical Survey, while the area of the Feuda-
tories are only approximate guesses, as there are as yet no maps of
these tracts.

4. While the name of Chnteesgurh - wzs only applied to a portion ~
of the country now included in the Raepore and

Features of country. Belaspore Districts, yet the whole of the area of

¢ both Districts is Geographically homogeneous,

and may be shortly described as the basin of the Upper Mahanuddee

and its tributaries, together with the hills in which these tributaries take

their rise. The whole of this tract is surrounded by ranges of hills
branching from the great Vindhyan chain of Central India.

5. Below the hills to the west and south of Chuteesgurh there

7 is a broad belt of black soil. The North-Wes-

"i?:_ﬂmm Saf. Wby tern portion of this belt isin the District of

Belaspore, while the remainder of the tract be-

longs to the Zemindaree estates of Purporee, Lohara Sabaspore, Gundye,

Silhetee and Burbuspore and to the Feudatories of Chooeekadan, Khy-

ragurh and Nandgaon. To the south the black soil tract is, with the

exception of a portion in the Gondurdehee Zemindaree, entirely within
the Khalsa Pergunnahs of Rajim, Dhumturry, Balod and Sanjaree.

6. The centre of Chuteesgurh beyond the black soil is an un-
: dulating plain, intersected by numerous rivers
ol and nullahs, with broad fertiléy valleys, which are o
“ separated from one another by rolling downs. This formation affords
peculiar facilities for irrigation, which have as yet been by no means
fully utilised. Almost the whole of this is cleared of jungle, inhabited,
and cultivated. ,

7. To the East of the Mahanuddee the ]:\ill;l come clI())se to t}:ﬁ

B0 ot stream, leaving except in the Rajim Pergunn
D and in the northeeast of that of Dhumturry,
but a small share of fertile plain between the hill country and the river.
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8. Formerly the Khalsa lands were divided into about 20 divi-
sions ; but in 1820 this number was reduced to

For_mgz; and present 6 by Colonel Agnew. However when Settle-
sub-divisions of the Dis- yont operations were commenced, 15 Pergun-

o nahs were found to be entered in the District
records. These were, proceeding from the north :—

Nowagurh. Dorodg.

Deorb%g_]ah Patun.

Simgah. Rajin.

Lowan. Schawa.

+ Ddeerpore. Dhumturry.

Khallaree. Balod.

Raepore. Sunjaree.

Dhumda.

These have now been separated into 4 Tehseels and to make these
as compact as possible it has beenfound necessary to disregard in many

. instances the old Pergunnah boundaries. The following are the names

of the Tekseels with the Pergunnahs belonging to them :—

Nowagurh.

Deorbeejah.

The North-Eastern half of- Dhumda.
Simgah.

The Northern portion of Raepore.
The Northern half of Lowan.

Southern portion of the Raepore Pergunnah.
Southern part of Lowan.

Seerpore.

Khallaree.

Northern half of Rajim.

1. South-Western half of Dhumda.
2. Doroog.

3. Patun.

4. Northern half of Balod.

5. Northern half of Sunjaree.
1

2

3

4,

Simgah.......

‘Raepore olo v

SR WIS Do s o

Doregg.:viiviss

Southern half of Sunjaree.
Do. Do. of Balod.
Dhumturry.

Dhumturry ..

Sehawa.
5. Southern half of Rajim. +~

. 9. Of these Tehseels, tlﬁe most Northern is Simgah. It con-
Iy tains the very fertile tracts of Nowao'urh Deor-
ApTitaquh Tolee beeja and the Northern portion of the Dhumda
Pergunnah. ‘The rest of the Tehseel has been recently cleared of jungle,
and still contains a good deal of low scrub jungle here and there. The
jungle is however retained rather to satisfy the requirements of the
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people, than from their insbility to clear it, and there are very few
villages with more than 100 per cent. of jungle in excess of the cultiva-
tion. A good deal of this is rocky soil and more valuable as jungle
than if it were cultivated, but there is also a large portion which
remains uncultivated because of the thatching grass it yields, a product
which is quite as valuable as an average crop of cereals. R A

10. In the Raepore Tehseel the western portion is well cultivated
and populous; but in the east there is a large
area of jungle and the extensive Government
Wastes of Lowan, Seerpore and Khallaree. :

11. Droog has no jungle whatsoever within its limits, and the
The Drooz and Dhum-  Whole of the Tehseelee is well cultivated, while
turry Tehseels. Dhumturry presents the greatest contrasts of -
’ all the Tehseels. There are, except in Lowan,
no such wild tracts in the District asthe Sehawa, Dhumturry, Balod
and Sunjaree jungles, while the villages in the black soil tract iv the
centre of Dhumturry and of Balod are the most fertile and populous
in the country. . ;

12. . Within the country above described there are two principal '

: river systems Which subsequently unite and
mﬁ’}{ﬁ{, it g form the Mahanuddee proper.

The Raepore Tehseel.

13. The first of these, the Seonzgth, which contains much the
larger supply of water rises in the hills of the

‘The i Panabarus Zemindaree in the Chanda, Digtriet,
and flows after its 'entrance into Raepore in a direction for the most
part north-east for about 120 miles, till it is joined by the Huhap from
the west ; after this junction it turns eastward for about 40 miles till it
joins the Mahanuddee in the north-east corner of the District.« Its
tributaries in the Raepore District are on the left bank, proceeding
from the south, the Goomurria, Am, Soorie, Garaghat and Ghogwa, and
the Huhap ; on the right bank the Kerkura, Tendoola, Karom and
Khorsee. In the latter part of its course after the juuction with the
Huhap it forms the boundary between the Belaspore and Raepore
Districts, except where it flows to the north of the Tarenga Pergunnah

belonging to Belaspore, but lying to the south of the Seonath. it
14, Of the tributaries :{g tl:}e fScf‘(;naths{ the only one that !:g;;

any detailed description is the Karom, wh
Ty e e Chebatt, of e Do m%um

».’

and flows in a course generally due north for about 75 miles thron
the centre of the District till 1t joins the Seonath about 5 miles be
the town of Simgah. /Tt only receives one considerable tributary i
~ course, the ] n, which joins it near its junction with
~ from the south-east, but the numerous other sm
© into it fortilise a large area of country as & general

- than ti ch ilised by the Secnatb, in an equal ]
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19. The general character of the Mahanuddee, and the rivers in

the east of the District is very different from
General character of the  that of the Seonath and its tributari 5. The

Mahanuddee aud its tii-  Jatter streams generally flow overa rocky or -

butaries. gravelly bottom, and consequently retain water
for the whole or greater part of the year, while the beds of the former
are wide wastes of sand, dry for more than half the year, and at all
times except those of high flood, contain little water. The Mahanuddee
is occasionally but very seldom navigable for boats of light draught from
Arung about 50 miles below its junetion with the Seonath.

20. As above stated the whole of the country to the east of the
Mahanuddee occupied by the Zemindarees of Deoree, Kowreea, Nutra,
Soourmar, Fingeshur, Khuriar and Bindra Nowagurh is hilly and
covered with jungle, and the same may be said of the tract to the south
of the District occupied by the Pergunnah of Sehawa, the Kakeir
.Feudatory state, and the southern portion of the Dhumturry, Balod
and Sunjaree Pergunnahs, together with the Zemindarees of Doundee
Lohara and Khoojee. To the west the - Feudatories of Nandgaon
Khyragurh and Chooeekadan hold but a small portion of hill
country, the hills in this direction for the most part belonging to the
Bhundara and Balaghat Districts, and the same may be said of the
Zemindarees to the north-west, where the Thakoortola Zemindaree is
the only one of which the whole or greater part of the area is occupied
by hill and jungle.

v 21. The hills are genirally low, ]r]areg rising over 15 or 1,600 feet

o i high, except the Gouragurh plateau, and the

th;l‘ }')ﬁst‘r‘fi'g’ fectom v range in the south of Sehawz}:, extending into

Bustar and Kakeir. This* latter range running

to the south of the Kakeir estate, and separating it from Bustar forms

the watershed, separating the affluents of the Mahanuddee from those

of the Godavery. The general heighth of the range is fromi 2,000 to
2,500 feet high. ‘

22. The Gooragurh platean between Bindra Nowagurh and
Khuriar rises in several places to a heighth of
3,000 feet, and on it a pleasant site for a sani-
tarium might easily be found, the scenery is very fine, and the climate
much cooler than that of the plains, but at present'it is covered with
jungle and almost entirely uninhabited. .

23. Tt is with diffidence that I remark on the Geological charac-
teristics of the District, as I have little practical

The Gooragurh plateau.

Geological characteris-

tics of the District. acquaintance with the science, but as no

‘ e scientific survey of it has yet, as far as I am
aware, been made, I note the following characteristics which I believe
may be accepted as a fairly correct account of the leading Geological
features. The hilly tracts on the out, skirts of the District are mostly

composed of gneiss and quartzose, while sand-stone rocks are inter- }

s
“

°
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_ tract.

j ]_out as
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 sected with trap dykes. Iron ore is abundant, and that found in Dullee

in the Lohara Zemindaree, and in the hills to the west of Gundye, is

ticularly good. Lead has been also found in the south-west of the
Naudgaon Zemindaree, and the red ochre of Gundye and Thakoortola
are celebrated.

924. In the interior of the District, the stratum below the alluvial
deposits is invariably a soft sand-stone slate, covered gemerally by a
layer of laterite gravel, and in many places the shale has been converted
into hard vitrified sand-stone, forming an excellent building stone.
Below this again lies the blue limestone which crops out in numerous
places on the surface, and is invariably found in the beds of the rivers.

25. Throughout the plain country the soil is generally fertile,
about 57 per cent., being equally adopted for the
General character of growth of rice and rubbee crops, while of the
the soil of the plain coun-  yemainder about 23 per cent., though not fitted
'ny 3 for rubbee crops produces better rice crops than
any soil but the best first class. The remainder of the soil is either
rocky or hard, poor laterite, which will only occasionally yield a poor
crop of the inferior grains such as Kodo.

26. In the hilly country the soil is genenglly poor, except in the
valleys which are generally narrow; but in these
Character of the culti- where the soil is good it excels for the purpose
vated soil of the hilly of yige cultivation that in the rest of the District,
as the constant supply of water and the naturpl
barriers to their out-let furnished by the hills keeps these valley lands
almost always in that swampy state which is necessary for the produc-
tion of the best crops of rice. :

27. The greater portion of this fertile soil lying among the hill

The uncultivated soil of Y3lleys has Jong since been cleared aund cultivat-
the hilly tract. ed and there is but little good land now to he
found among the Government Wastes which lie

. entirely in the east and south of the District. The soil of these tracts

is generally hard and rocky and there are only a few spots that would
re-pay the toil and expence of clearing.

28. One of the most distinguishing features of the District is the
Tanks and water sup- large number of tanks. These are generally

ply. formed by throwing a bund across a hollow ; but

in most large villages there are one if not more

‘ tn.uks to be found embanked on all four sides and planted with trees,

jara who used to pasture his cattle in the village in the day when
the jungle was uncut. These tanks which depend almost entirely on the
rain-fall for their water-supply are considered on that account to give
‘better drinking water than those formed by throwing a bund acoross the
valleys, and in this respect they must be allowed to have some advantages
B_ut hﬁ%le care is taken to keep them clear, the water before the

P

th“:iork of some patriotic Malgoozar or ryot or of some enterprising

L i \ ¥
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hot weather is, generally a muddy mass of impurity.V Besides the trees =
round the tanks, there are but few to be seen throughout the greater '
part of the District, and mango groves so common in Upper India are
here few and far between. Wells were unknown in the District till the
last two years, but the recent orders granting rent-free land to persons
~ digging wells bave led to the construction of wells lined with masonry,
in many of the Khalsa villages. Along the banks of the Mahanuddee,
and to the south of the District water is found at flom 12 to 24 feet
from the surface, but in the east it is difficult to be procured.
29. Though the tanks in the District are numerous yet the result
Cansesof the small size ©f the want of capital and enterpfise, and of
“Sof the District tanks. the absence of co-operation between villages
: has been that few of large size have been con-
“structed, and the water supply of the country 1s frittered away in a
number of small reservoirs which are incapable of holding a large sup-
ply and dry up when there is at all a prolonged drought. The only
tank in the Khalsa worth mention is one at Thilka in the Raeporg .
Pergunnah which covers an area of abont 177 acres. It has a fine
masonry bund of about 400 yards long. In the Zemindarces the only
tanks worth mentioning are those at Worarbund, in the Zemindaree of
that name, and Sahuggore in the Sahuspore Lohara Zemindaree, both
these latter have been made by filling up a very small gap in the hills,
and the area of neither of these is equal to that of the Thilka tank. ¢
v'30. The average rain-fall is about 40 inches. The hills which °
, Averase rain-fall of the €Bcircle the District generally insure the fall of
Distifiot. . - a0 adequate or nearly adequate supply of water,
and within the last 50 years beyond which no
records are available only one very severe famine has been known in
Raepore. This occurred in 1835, and num-
Unfrequency of famines  bers of people are said to have died of hunger,
?:th:m”ks on former put there is no trustworthy evidence extaat,
e from which the extent of the calamity can be
learnt, but that it must have been severe is shown by the fact that the
revenue of almost all the villages in the District declined considerably *
in the next few succeeding years, while another but less severe famine
occurring in 1844 completed the ruin of many villages. -+ *
31. That the District should suffer severly in case of famine is
"- inevitable, as it is surrounded on all sides by e
Reasons for considering  almost uninhabited jungles varying in breadth
ﬂ“;% ‘a“i'l‘g‘_‘b‘“ Chuttees- from ahout 50 to more an 200 miles, and dur-
mitous thau in other parts 18 the rains is perfectly inaccessiblo from the .
of the country. . want of good roads, and even if these were in
_ existence the cost and difficulty of transporting
* grain from such distances as those from which it must come would ren-
- der it even now almost impossible to provide for the subsistence of the
great mass of the population in case of a failure of the rice crop and the
exhaustion of the stocks of rice which forms the staple food of the coun-
try, and as population increases %'e difficulties will be still greater. \

 AINRLRT )
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82, Asitis from Bengal alone of all the neighbouring countries,
that a large supply of rice can be looked for in
‘Bengal the only source times of scarcity, the measure that would dp-
- whence the District can  parantly be most effective in securing the Dis-
SRR i fo0d. trict against famine would be the improvement
of the Navigation of the Mahanuddee up to Seoreenarain, so that boats
might go to and fro throughout the year, while the opening of the river -
would lead to a largely increased trade with the Eastern coast.

33. Though chiefly owing to the want of funds but few roads have

Rosds generslly -easily vet been made in Raepore, yet the physical fea~

made. tures of the country and the condition of the . )

people are such as to make the construetion of
roads a comparatively easy task. Thelong and gentle sweep of the up-
lands present easy gradients which will require little alferation ; thé
valleys are swampy but there are few places where a good foundation
may not easily be found ; the streams flow gently and evenly over rocky
* and gravelly beds and labour is cheap and abundant during the slack
scason after the rice harvest has been gathered in. But though roads
“can be laid out without much difficulty, it caninot be said that they can
be kept easily in repair. Even metalled roads, unless the outer covering
is unusuaily thick and well rammed, are soon pleughed up by the narrow
wheels of the carts of the District, and in a few months the surface of
the road is turned into an incoherent mass of loose stones which destroy
__the hoofs of the drought cattle and render all progression except at a
foot’s pace almost impossible. ;
34. The only metalled road in the District is the Great Eastern
: _road, the Imperial line running from Nagpore to
thfffﬁ,ﬁi‘,‘ s b Sumbulpore through Raepore. That part of the
road between " Raepore and the Western boun-
dary of the District towards Nagpore is nearly finished ; but that between
Raepore and Sumbulpore has not been begun. Two fair weather roads
have been made from local funds, one to Dhumturry, and the other vis
Simgah to Nandghat on the banks of the Seonath, where it meets the
Belaspore District road leading to that station. A branch from Simgah
to join the road from Belaspore to Jubbulpore over the Chiklee Ghat is
now being begun and a road from Raepore to Seoreenarain has also
been commenced. On the Simgah road a few bridges have been built,
but except on the Great Eastern road no bridges have yet been at-
tempted on the other lines.
1. 85. The Customs line runs through the District from east fo south-
; Ry west, and there are ancient tracks leading
__mf“ ?oms l;\ne e, along the commercial routes of which the most
el 2 ,, important are those from Raepore to Rajim,
- from ,Ra'eﬁ‘élre to Balod and thence to the Eastern coast from Dhumturry
 through Baled and Sunjaree to the Great Eastern road, from Raepore

10 . .
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throngh Khvragurh, Kampta and Toomsur to Nagpore, from Raepore to
Dhumda and from Nowaguarh and Deorbeeja to the Khyragnsh and Nag-
pore road which it joins near Khyragurh: ! :

36.  The climate of the District is generally good, varying less than
in the Districts of Bengal and Upper India, and
though the cold season is very different from
what it is'in Behar or even in Bengal, yet the rains are always cool and
pleasant. The District has beén for the last few
years generally healthy, though previously it
had a bad reputation from the cholera which visited it almost every
year for 20 years, but the last bad cutbreak of the disease wis in 1866,
and then it was only confined to the north of the District. The people
attribute this immunity in a great measnre to the sanitary precautions
which have mtelv been introduced, and the coincidence of the cessation
of cholera, and the introduction of sanitary reform is certainly fortunate,
« @s it has induced the people to take up with a sort of enthusiasm a sys-
tem of precautions which is generally distasteful to the natives of the .
country. It is to be hoped that their newly born faith may not sink
under a premature trial.
37. Though this is not perhaps exactly the place for remarks of
Sonrces whenee cholerg  this character, T would wish to state that there
enters the District. can be very little doubt as to the origin of the
cholera in the two years in which it has appear-
ed since T came to Raepore. In the first vear it broke out at the great
fair held at Rajim in April, and was thence disseminated over the
Digtrict. In the next year it was introduced by pilgrims from Jug-
gernath. These men were stopped at the Jonk river, and not allowed
to proceed along the Great Easterm road, but managed to make their
way through the jungles, and pass the boundary to the morth. My
camp happened at that time to be in that part of the District, and the
villages tirst attacked were invariably those which lay on the track
" that the pilgrims had taken.

38. Now, however, that the time of holding the Rajim fair has
Administrative mea. Peen altered from April to February, and that
sures for the exclusion of @ Stricter watch is kept over the Junggernath
cholera. pilgrims, it is to be hoped that the" ireedom
from disease which the Bistrict has enjoyed

for the last two years may not prove to be merely temporary,
v 39. Besides cholera the prevalent disorders are fevers, and small-
X pox, the former are very frequent during the
rains, and the beginning of the cold  weather,

Climate.

Prevalence of cholera.

Prevalent diseases.

but except in the jungles the fever is generally of a mild type. Small- X

pox has hitherto yearly carried off a large mumber of children, but
- fow that vaccination has been introduced, its ravages may be mitigated,

~if it be not entirely exterminated. Stone is also very prevalent, anda

large number of operations for this disease are yearly performed at the
Raepore dispensary. - AL B S
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40. There are no large towns in the District except Raepore, buf

Tmportant towns in tho Dhumturry and Rajim are rising places. The

District. population of these three towns is as follows :—
HRABDOT O~ (v Jhovess s EWme suufombasannads 16,645.
DRUASER" & v dolbamars s s vk wmsies 4,632,
B . S iienians s hanbmise shboes csinen 2,671,

Raepore is the head-quarters of the grain trade of the District, and the
residence pf the principal merchants, while Dhumturry and Rajim
derive their importance principally from the jungle produce which is
brought there for sale. The trade is a somewhat speculative one, but
very lucrative to those who succeed, and the number of those who
engage in it is yearly increasing as the value of the jungle produce
becomes better known. Arung was formerly the seat of a considerable
trade in lae, but the clearing of the jangles to the east of the District
" has greatly diminished its Tmportance. Among agricultural villages,
Kooroodh, Pularee and Amdee, all of them in Dhumturry, are “the
most populous. Droog, as the head-quarters of a Tehseelee, and
Dhumda, as the former Tesidence of a Gond dynasty only extinet within
the last 70 ot 80 years, also contain a considerable number of inhabitants ;
while in the other parts of the District, Koosmee ; Lowan and Saragaon
in the Simgah Tehseel, and Koora in that of Raepore, deserve mention.

41. In Raepore, Dhumda, Patun, Droog, Dhumturry and Balod,
Old forts and architec. there are the ruins of old forts of considerable
il Yemaing, extent, but except in Dhumda these remains
are of little architectural beauty. In Lowan
along the Mahanuddee the forts are almost as numerous as the villages,
but they are invariably rude and now ruined structures made for the
security of the inhabitants on the occasion of the periodical raids of
the Bm_)wars from the Sonekan hills. At Arung in the Raepore, at
Deobuloda in the Droog Tehseel, and at (;undye in the Zemindaree of
that name, there are fine Budhist or Jain temples, and at Rajim the
original portion of the temple which still exists shows a good deal of
artlstxc skill and taste. Throughout the District there are numerous
ruins of temples, and almost every village has as its deity some old
statue reft from some decayed building, some of them showing consider-
able refinement in the sculptors, and almost all exhibiting a skill which
would now be sought for in vain in Chutteesgurh. Of more extensive
ru’txs those of Seerpore may be mentioned, consmtmfr of the remains of
temples, and palaces of stene for the most part hidden in the Jjungle.

L 42. Weekly markets are established in many villages throughout
Markets {5 the District, and there are very few vxllages
R ’\ where the inhabitants are not within easy reach

% df a market’ {n every day in the Week but the sales which take place at

*A ¥ ;
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these gatherings are of the pettiest description, and neither cattle nor
large quantities of grain are ever to be purchased at them. These mar-
kets have evidently been held at their present sites for ages, for it is of
10 unfrequent occurrence to find a market held in the middle of an open
treeless plain far from a village but generally near some old tank which,
with the mounds about it, marks the site of a long deserted village, and .
to these, in spite of their disadvantages, the people adhere with an obs-
tinacy which is one of the characteristic features of thg inbhabitants of
Chutteesgurh.

43. Fairs'are held yearly at Rajim, Dhumturry, Gundye, Koorra
and Bungolee, the last in the Simgdh Tehseel,
and at these a considerable business is done in
cloths, brass vessels, bullocks, lac and other jungle produce. Grain is
usually sold to Bunjaras on their rounds through the District, to Buneeas
in Raepore, or transported in the Ryots carts to Nagpore and Bhundara.

Fairs.

FOLICE. 44. The Police
District Police. Town Police. force in the District

2. ]Cnspectors. " 1. Chief Constable. is as per margfin, dis-

14. hief Constables. 4. Head Do. =) .

52. Head Do. 34. Coustables. }ub.m"Ed tmt' th.e f(:)[]-
3569. Constables. Mounted Police. meKg b B
e 2. Head Constables. the Khalsa :—
427....Total. 63. Constables.

RAEPORE.
“ Head Quarters Station House.
Station Houses. Qut-Posts.
( Nowagaon.
Do. 2nd.
Arung ........{ Pitteeah.
| Assoudh.
| Boryah.
Patun.
Droog L AL B Bhe]aie.
Somnee.*
Simgah ...... Kurrah.
Jhurondh.
Dhumturry ....< Silghat.
‘ Durghun.

Balod eseviain e sunjaree-
Rajim ......... Pandooka
Lowan Sse e Dutt‘ano
Dhumda ....... Deorbeejah,
Sihawa...'.-.. L

* This Out-FPost is situated in the Nandgaon Zemindaree.
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: IN THE ZEMINDAREES.

Khumureeah.

Narra:h- R ] Shika.rpa.ilee-
Bagnuddee.
Chicholee.

Worarbund ..... "l Ghar Tallao.

: Paindree.

45, There are two Civil Dispensaries in
the town of Raepore, and three in the District
at Dhumturry, Doroog and Arung.

Dispensaries.
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CHAPTER 11,

HISTORY.

46. Tur isolated state of Chuteesgurh from the earliest times
. renders the facts of its history, ex¢ept as the

reégf;;"fr eness of 1ormer i ustrate the growth of its present institution);

and customs, of little interest or value, while the

paucity of the materials extant renders it a task of some difficulty to

obtain even such an out-line as is necessary for the purpose of this report.

However from traditions (most of which owing to the heterogeneous

character of the population, and the fact that mosé of the inhabitants are

descended from recent immigrants are vague), inseriptions either exist-

ing in the original, or in copies made by orders of Colonel Agnew when

in charge of Chuteesgurh from 1818-1825, and from the hints found in

the customs of the people, a not wholly inadequate account of the past
history of the District may be framed.

47. Like the rest of Central Ix(lidia, Chuteesgurh seems to have

: been inhabited in the earliest times by Boonjias

i and other Kolarian races from the eas}t. Th'lzse,
however, having littlé administrative ability or instinct for cohesion, never
succeeded in establishing any thing like a regular Govermment and were,
in very early times conquered and driven to the hills by the Gonds, by
whom the first system of Government was founded ; and in this system
though greatly corrupted, and in the last three or four hundred years
almost obliterated, will be found the key to the innumerable anomalies
which now perplex the inquirer into the customs of Chuteesgurh.,

48. To the East of the Mahanuddee, the Boonjias and Binjwars
maintained themselves till a late period. The last Binjwar chief of Sone-
kan was hung in the mutiny, while tradition still tells of the Gond con-
quest of Bindra Nowagurh, and the victories of the Gond heroes over

the barbarian giants, though the latter were assisted by magical and
sapernatural gifts. , o

49.. That the Gonds were of th(}el same gcythian race (though n(;uch

o inferior to their fathers) who are mentioned in
i Elliot’s supplementary )Glossary (article Gour
Tuga) as known under the name of Takshacs, and who invaded India
about 600 years, B. C. under Suhes Nag is possible. The Gonds still
adopt the name of Thakoor, which is possibly a Hindooised form of the
national name Tak, while the local deity universally revered throughout
the Raepore District is Thakoordeo ; and a further reason for assuming
a connection between the Gond and Scythian races is furnished by the
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fact that the most mysterious ceremony of the Gonds’ worship is that
generally performed by the chief poojaree of each clan in honour of
Seknag the father of the Gods, a name which may probably be a corrup-
tion of Suhes Nag,

50. Again these Takshacs became Buddhists and the great sup-
porters of the Buddhist doctrines, and the numbers of Buddhist remains
still existing in the District show that that religion must have once been
professed by large numbers throughout Chuteesgurh.

51. From inseriptions found in Seerpore, Arung and Rajim, all of
them unfortunately, except that at Rajim, with-
Early rulers of Chut-. out date, it appears that the country was origi-+
39"('58'“:'1,:1"‘1 invasion of pga]ly ruled by a number of petty chiefs
UEET FA those of Seerpore, Arung, Rajim and Doroog be-
ing mentioned. These chiefs were, as is related in the Rajim inseription
dated 796 Sumbut, 739, A.D., conquered by Juggut Pal the descendant
in the 4th generation from Sahishna Deo, a chief who is said to have
come from Wurar or Wuddradesh, probably an old name for Orissa,
as I find (Prinsep’s Indian Antiquities Volume II. page 266, Thomas’
edition) that Orissa was formerly called Uddradesh. The alleged extent
of the family conquests which are said to have extended from Rameshur
to Malwa is probably mythical, but there can be but little. doubt that
Juggut Pal conquered the greater part of the Raepore District and
that he was a Buddhist. The latter being proved by the image of
Budh still existing in the temple built by him at Rajim, said in'the
inscription to be a portrait of Juggut Pal.

52. The time at which Juggut Pal lived is not certain. Two of
his successors are mentioned in the inscription
which, however, appears to have been engraved
by a Brahmin at times when the heterodox
nature of Juggut Pal’s tenets had been forgotten ; and it is probable that
the Hyhybunsee genealogists who place it from 427-478 Sumbut
370-421 A.D., are not far wrong.

Date of Juggut Pal's
reign,

53. TFrom the time of the Rajim inscription up to the year 1458
Sumbut, 1401 A'D., the date of an 1nscription

Conquest of Raepore {ormerly found in the Wall of the Raepore fort,
by the Hyhybunse dy- byt now as far as I can learn only existing in
mksry. the copy made by Colonel Agnew, there is no
record of events in Chuteesgwh, but as this inscription records the
praises of Luchmun Deo, a Prince of the Hyhybunsee dynasty, who
~ ruled in Raepore, and those of his son and grandson, it may be presum-
~ ed that the conquest of Chuteesgurh was effected after 739 and ahout
© © 1,350 A.D., for the Rajim inscription makes no mention of the Hyhy-
. bunsee Princes. Nor is it indeed probable that they bad advanced so

a:
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far South as Raepore till long after the earlier date, as it is admitted
that they did not descend from the fastnesses of Lappa till the reign of
Prithee Deo, who is said to have died in 909 Sumbut, 852 A.D. ; and from
an inscription at Ruttunpore telling how Bhopal Deo, a Raja who ruled
from 1145-1183 Sumbut, 1088 to 1126 A.D., was driven from Ruttun-
pore, their new capital, to Mundla by a Rakus, they seem to have had
some trouble in maintaining themselves in the plairs for many years
after leaving the hills. .

54. From the inscription in the fort above mentioned it would
appear that Raepore was ruled by a younger

Raepore ruled by a branch of the family, but as in the list of terri-
Jpumger branch of he tories and tributary states dated 1583 Sumbut,
i v 1526 A.D. and still extant, the Pergunnahs of
the Raepore District are entered among the estates under the imme-
diate control of the Government, it would appear that the rulers of Rae-
pore were entirely subordinate to the Head of the family at Ruttunpore.

55. This abstract statement of the territories and revenues of the
Ruttunpore Kingdom purports to have been
Statement of revenues drawn up by the order of Kullian Sen, a Prince
ﬁf med Rxx}tunpoi')e 1%"31- who appears to have been among the best
lian Sen P BV RS of the dynasty, as his name is still well known
and revered in the District. He is said to have
been taken to Delhi and to have lived there for 11 years, during which
e ¢ Kulli time he stood high in the favor of Akber; but
e gv?u'lofkbgr wilian g Kullian Sen died in 1563 A.D., while Akber
y only came to the throne in 1556 and did not ap~
proach Chuteesgurh before 1562 A.D., when he led an expedition to
Malwa and against Durgawatee, the Ranee of Gurha Mundla (now Jub-
bulpore), it is clear that either the dates must be wrong or the tradition
false. It may probably, however, be a fact that Kullian Sen did homage
to Akber during this expedition, and he may have gone with him-to Delhi
and died soon after his return. His visit to Delhi is mentioned in the
Deshboee above referred to. He is there said to have received a full
recognition of his rights to levy tribute from the neighbouring Rajas,
but nothing is said as to any tribute paid by himself.

56. 1If the Deshboee and the lists of Talookdars dated 1629 Sum-

' ““but, 1563 A.D., at the beginning of the reign of

Exteat of the Ruttun- Tuchmun Sen, Kullian Sen’s successor are
pz'i'glg“g;."bm and hiefs . genuine, and I see no reason to doubt it as
Vi R they have been long preserved in the family
of Rewaram of Ruttunpore, the descendant of the hereditary
Dewans of the Hyhybunsee family, they show that in the time
of Kullian Sen anay his son the chiefs of Ruttunpore were lords

paramount of a very large extent of country, extending far beyond
the limits of Chuteesgurh, which formed, however, the most valu- .

able portion of their dominions. Besides Chuteesgurh which
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they held in their own hands the neighbouring hill states of Kowrea,
Sirgoojya, Chuttia (now called Chota) Nagpore, Singhbhoom, Sumbul-
pore, PhOOthllr, Kharonde, Bustar, Ambagurh choLee and Lanjee, all of
which paid tribute to them ; and it may not be out of place to note here
the amount of the tribute paid by each state :—

Ramghur o Rs.
Pertapgurh
Kowrea N 21,053
Sirgoojya .o

*  Chuttia Nagpore
Singhbhoom .o } s
I.é;nbagurh chokee ... } 12,000

njee

Sumbulpore 10,025
Bustar
Kharonde } &Rt
Phooljhur 6,000

To defend these territories, an army of about 14,000 men, with 116 ele-
phants, was kept up.

57. The whole revenue of Chuteesgurh, within which was included
' the whole of the present districts of Belaspore
Revenues of Chutees- and Raepore (except the feudatory states of
ey ol Teoone ihgpagut nd Nandgeou iwich bolongel iy
et o8 . Lanjhee, aud Khurriar and Bindra Nowagur
i e e whi‘(]:h belonged to Sumbulpore) is stated to have
amounted to Rupees 6,57,019, as the same area, with the exception of the
Droog Pergunnah which was in 1817 attached to Bhundara, produced in
the latter year only 4,15,508 Nagpore Rupees (though the revenmue
had been more than trebled since 1799). The prosperity of the country
under the Hyhybunsee rule as compared with its state fifty years ago is
manifest, and even if the tradition that the revenue in the Hyhybunsee
times was paid in cowries were true, yet the large numbers of villages
then borne on the rolls as paying revenue attest the prosperity of the

country.

58,7 In detd‘rmmmg what portion of this revenue was yielded by

¢ the present Raepore District, a difficulty arises
Revenue_of the Rae- from the change of names which has since taken
m dlsmctd ““df’ the place, rendering it impossible in some instances
e B to identify the Pergunnahs with those now

: :‘.‘_,qpttmg, liut the following may be accepted as a very nearly accurate

4 nmnt pf the revenue then assessed on Raepore —

i
Dl
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KHALSA PERGUNNAHS, -

Name of Pergunnahs. No. of Villages, Révenue.

Rs.

Amera 35 84 4,800
sRaepore O 640 85,600
"~ Khallaree 84 3,000
Droog oo 84 *15,000
Lowan 252 55,160
Seerpore 84 5,000
Tengnajhur (now Ixowrea) . 84 225
Deorbeejah .. 2 84 13,000
Seersa (doubtful) £ 84 80V
Simgah yie 84 5,000
Rm«runaurh (doubtful) . 84 2,300
Rajim . ¥ S 9,036
,I’a.tuu = 152 32,000
" Akulwara (doubtful) o 84 2,845
Mohdee e 84 3,100
Soormar 84 3,100

PERGUNNAHS HELD BY SUBORDINATE

ZEMINDARS.
ok Dhumda Surda % 568 15,513
/ ;Balod Sunjaree .o 795 72,156
/ Dhumturry ... 750 81,212
Ferungeshwur... o 84 78

4,333 4,08,925

Of the1 Pergunnahs held by subordinate Zemindars, Dhumda  was
held by a Gond Raja, Balod and Sunjaree by the descendant of the Gond
Raja of Mundla, and Dhumturry by the Kakeir Raja.

59. Under the Hyhybunsee dynasty the Government seems to
have been a patriarchal aristocracy, the system
5y stom of Government being derived from the Gonds.  Under the no-
gnggt the Hyhybunsee pade invaders of the Turanian race, the unit
A - seems not to have heen, as among some at
least of the more civilised Aryans of Upper India, the family but the
clan, hence while in Upper India the family developed into the village
community, among the Turanian races the clan settled themselvesin a

number of neighbouring villages which were formed into a Talooqua.

Al the original inhabitants ot “each of these Talooquas were attached ton W
their chief by the ties of blood or community of interest. st
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60. As long as the original tradition of a connection between the,
members of each Talooqua and of the different
Strength and weakness  Talooqdars with one another under a common
g:%’:;‘;‘l“qd{"“ System  chief existed, the aggregate thus formed was a
o powerful State, formidable alike for attack and
defence ; but as the hereditary bond of connection was weakened by time,
and the loss of the constant stimulus of common action, the parts sepa~
rated from each other and fell easily, one by one, under the yoke of a
common invader.

61. Such an invader would replace the indigenous chiefs by stran-
gers attaclied to himself, and hence the system would receive a further
shock from the absence of any bond between the new Taloogqdars and
their subordinates, and this process had probably taken place once at
least before the conquest of the district by the Hyhybunsee Princes.

62. The Hyhybunsee rulers introduced a number of adventurers
from Hindoostan, making over to them the lands
Introduction of aliens of the older settlers ; and the lists of Belaspore
‘ I;Zc;h,e OIfI{II;Z %-“;i%esd;';g Talooqdars prepared in the time of Luchmun
sysr,e)m. 94T "Sen show that the greater part of the Taloog- v
“dars were of foreign extraction. As there are
no such lists extant for Raepore it does not appear how far the change
. had been carried in this part of the country, but there can be little
" doubt that the old system had been even at this time greatly changed,
while in succeeding generations it was almost obliterated, and not only
were the older holders ejected from their Taloogquas, but the boundanies
of Talooquas were disregdrded, and two or three, or even single, villages ¥
\ven; given to applicants, While the Gond ryots were swamped by foreign
settlers. {

63. It is clear that under such a sysgem the oanly bond that unit-
ed the whole country was their common dependence upon a united au-
thority, and when that authority was weakened by the gradual decay of

~ the ruling race the Mahrahtas met with little or no opposition when
they invaded the country.

64. The first Mahrahta invasion took place in 1741 A.D. when

Bhaskur Pundit, while on his way to attack Ben-

. Congquest of Chu- gal, defeated Rughoonath Singh, the representa-

® teesgurh by the Mahrah-  tjyg of the older branch of the Hyhybunsee race

T e at Ruttunpore ; but neither he nor Mohun Singh,
who was put in charge of Chuteesgurh by Rughojee Bhonsla Raja of

Nagpore in 1745, seems to have at first interfered with Ummer Singh,

the representative of the younger branch ruling in Raepore. He con-
tinued to administer the Government till 1750, when he was quietly

~ ousted and received for his maintenance the Pergunnahs of Rajim, Pa-
~ tun and Raepore, for which he paid a yearly tribute of 7,000 Rupees. On
~ his death in 1753 his son Seoraj Singh was absent on a pilgrimage and
hrahta Government confiseated the Pergunuahs, but when Bim-
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bajee, the younger brother of Janojee, the heir of Rughojee, assumed the
Government in 1757 he gave Seoraj Singh the village of Burgaon in
the Raepore Tehseelee free of revenue, and one rupee on every village
in the district for his maintenance. This arrangement continued till
1822, when in lieu of one rupee on every village in the district Rughoo-
nath Singh, son of Seoraj Singh, received the villages of Gobinda, Moor-
bena, Nandgaon and Bhalesur, all near Burgaon, free of revenue ; and
these he still holds. .

65. When the Mahrahtas undertook the Government of the coun-

try decay had already, in all probability, reduced

~ State of the country at it to a state very much inferior to that in which
2;"’1%‘2":01‘ the Mahrabta it wag during the earlier days of the Hyhy-

j 3590 bunsee rule ; and the raids of the Binjwars of
Sonekan, a tribe allied to the Boonjias living in the hills to the east
of Lowan, between the Mahanuddee and the Jonk, had seriously affected
the prosperity of the eastern Pergunnahs of Lowan, Seerpore, Khulla-
ree and the eastern portion of Raepore, and a continuance of these dis-
orders gradually caused their almost total depopulation. -So entirely
was the country ruined that the revente of the three first named tracts,
which had amounted to 63,160 Rupees in 1563 A.D., was reduced to
between three and four thousand Nagpore Rupees in 1817 A.D., and it
is only within the last few years that they have begun to recover their
original prosperity.

66. After the assumption of the Government of Chuteesgurh ﬂby
.. Bimbajee order was maintained, though chiefly
ngg;?:; v e by the strong hand of military rule, and some
efforts were made to harmonise the Mahrahta
and Chuteesgurh institution which had already been assimilated by the
influx of immigrants accustomed to the villaget
Events from the death gystem of Upper India. On his death in 1787,
of Bimbajee in 1787 till }jis widow Anundee Baie managed the country
1818. ’ >
for a year and was succeeded by a Soobadar,
Vittul Deokur, who is said to have introduced a form of Pergunnah ac-
counts on the village system known to the Mahrahtas. After his time
the Government seems to have degenerated into anarchy ; insurrections
were, as is stated by Colonel Agnew, frequent, and the revenue of the
Khalsa lands was raised in the 18 years from 1799 to 1817 from one
lac and . twenty-six thousand to three lacs and eighty-three thousand
Rupess. The character of the administration may be judged from the
description of Major Agnew, in 1819, who says that, the country  pre-
_ sented one uniform scene of plunder and oppression, uninfluenced by
" any considerations but that of collecting by whatsoever means the largest
amount possible.” | ikt
67. After the deposition of Appa Sahib in 1818 the country was
Events in 1818 taken under British superintendence during the
o ; minority of the younger Bugh:t]ee, and Cap-
tain Edmonds was the first officer put in charge of Chuteesgurh.

Imp 15506 Dalad &1118.09
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He, however, had scarcely succeeded in putting down the disturbances
in Dongurgurh, in the west of the District, when he died a few months
after his-arrival and was succeeded by Colonel Agnew.

68. Tlns oﬁ‘icer, whose name is still well remembered throughout

the country, was Superintendent from 1518 to

Administration of Colo-  1825. His first task on assuming charge was to
nel Agnew. *  put down the pretended heirs of ‘the Gond Raja
of Dhumda who had rebelled, and to compel the

Binjwar chief of Sonekan to give up the Government lands he had usurp-

ed during the disturbances. Having restored peace and adjusted the gy

large balances of revenue shown as due in the Mahrahta accounts, he
proceeded to organise the civil administration.

69. Finding that the division of the Khalsa of Chuteesgurh into
27 Pergunnahs only caused confusion and del lay *
i Reduction of the num- in the despatch of business, he reduced the num-
ber of Pe"g““"ahls and  her to 8, afterwards altered to 9, over each of
5 ':J’lgﬁ:;;tge“t of Kama- \}ich he appointed a Kamawishdar as the chief
executive and revenue authority. The Kama-
wishdars received pay at the rate of 13 per cent. on the revenue of their
Pergunnahs, and had criminal jurisdiction in cases of petty theft &,

. with civil powers to decide cases up to the value of 300 Rupees.

70. Besides the Kamawishdar, the Pergunnah Officers were the

Other Pergunngh Of- Ameen and Phurnuvis each of whom received

ficials. pay at the rate of 1 per cent. on the revenue,
the head of the Punchayut, and the Bootkars.

71. 'The Ameen’s duty was to enquire into the state of the villages
Dutics iof. Bubordinste in the Perg.unnulxs, and h_e reported (lirectl)" to
Pergunnah Officials. the Superintendent, while the Phurnuvises
or accountants were under the orders of ithe

Kamawishdar, and each Officer was allowed access to the records of the

other.

72. The head of the Pu.nchta,yut},1 cglled the Punje, was generally an
influential inhabitant of the Pergunnah, appoint-
asngel;%‘;gl?::ls PRI, od ona salary of from 150 to 200 Rupees a year,
%aiito bupermtend the Puuchayuts or Arbitrators, )
who were assembled for thie decision of petty dxsputes, while the Boot-
- kars of whom there was one to every 20 or 30 villages, used to collect the
% yevm@e, receiving each a monthly pay of two-and-a-halt Rupees,

% The absence of all records of former years rendered it impos-
F‘pﬂimlﬂ £ sible ‘to assess the revenue without fresh and
A el ‘minute i inquiries into the circumstances of each

] 1 village ; and accordingly Pandeys were appointed
ery 20 or 30 vﬂlages to assist the Ameens, but these appoint-

; "L abd)shed after two years.
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74. Though the vitality of the land system of Chuteesgurh had
¢ been almost ‘avnihilated owing to the causes
Traces of the Talooqda-  stated in para. 66 of this report. yet the old

ey o ex'f“\"’gl“‘ the  Talooquas were still numerous ‘in 1818, as ‘the
time of Colonel ASMEW- — following remarks quoted from a raport of Colo-
nel Agnew’s to the Resident will show :—¢ I am led to believe that the
- “ Gountias of Chuteesgurh, as contradistinguished from the Patels, have
“ different avocations from those filling the same situation in other parts
“ of the Raja’s territories. The Gountias here are the heads of the vil-
¢ lages in which they reside, and cannot hold Office in more than one
“ village ; they are almost invariably inhabitants of the country. The
« Pgtels on the countrary have authority over a Talooq or several villages,
“and are frequently strangers who have obtained the situation from
“ interest against the Gountias. Ihave very seldom met with complaints
“ from the ryots, but against the latter they are frequent.”

75. In consequence of these complaints the Patels, called in Chu-
teesgurh Daos, were set_aside wherever possible,

Ouster of Taloogdars and in all cases their remuneration was restrict-
and remumeration of those g4 1o one anna in each Rupee of land revenue ;
Bt but though the Talooqdars were removed, yet
the names and limits of the estates are still in many casés well known
to the people, more especially in the jungles where there has been less
change, and consequently traditions have been more faithfully preserved.
In some instances the Taloogas were found at the settlement in the
hands of men who had held them from the time of the Hyhybunsee
Kajas, though in most instances the boundaries of the Talooqua were
much altered from what they had been in ancient times,; among these
may be mentioned the Goolloo Talooqua in Raepore, of which only three
villages are now in the hands of the old Gond proprietor, and that of

Bhooteedeeh in Dhumturry held by a very old family of Kowurs belong- -

ing to a colony which appear to have been settled in that part of the

cu?mtry about the middle of the 16th century. : i

76. The Gountias who had been originally only the Taloogqdars’
servants, but who by the frequent change of Ta-

Original position of vil- loogdars had begun to be looked upon as chiefly
lage Gountias or Mal- yepongible for the revenue, had estahlished 2
P custom which was continued, under which they
received one plough free of revenue out of every eight in the village, in-
stead of the one or two ploughs they had originally received as payment
for their services, while one in every sixteen was allotted for charity and
. the subsistence of travellers, the latter being dressed by the ryots. Their
; position was still further strengthened by
~ Power of Gountias in- order directing that all complaints must first be
creased by Colonel Aguew.  preferred to the Gountia, alig' it was only in case
of his not being able or willir
that the’ complainant could apply to the Kama
tendent. e L e

by an

to afford redress
w or Superin<
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77. No proprietary right in the soil was found to be claimed by

: any one, and the Gountias were stated by Colo-
Position of village ﬁ%l_g?ew to be liable to be displaced on the
- Gountias under Colonel aomplaint of the ryots, the person of their choice
' ST R nlsaioy. being named in bis stead. As the Gountias were
at the same time enjoined to lend money and grain to their ryots, their
position was theoretically hardly an agreeable one, though practically it
had advantages ip villages where the Gountia had held Office for several

generations, or where he was a man of tact or wealth. '

78. The great obstacle to the improvement o}f the country wl?s the

: B migratory character of the ryots, who having

thﬁlgﬁ{g‘fv‘;’t{,,;f‘“‘““s i ]on?g lost):my recognised place in the land sys-

' tem, and being in many cases immigrants of a

comparatively recent date, had no attachment to the soil and were ready

to move at the smallest provocation of superstition or annoyance—a

C death in their family, or even a headache, being stated by Colonel Agnew

to be sufficient cause for a flitting, and to such an extent had the evil

e  grown under the oppressive system of recent years that the Gountias

invariubly refused to be responsible for the revenue unless the ryots were
ordered to continue, as had been customary, to pay their rents while the ¢

crops were on the ground.

79. 'To mitigate this evil every endeavour seems to have been made,

Measures faken to re. and the Gountias were, besides being directeq to

tain ryots in their villages, lend money and grain, strictly forbidden to take

from the ryots more than the Government re-

venue, together with the petty fines for offences which they were allow-

ed to levy, subject to appeal to the Kamawischdars, and the tax on
widow’s marriages, which latter were to be credited to Government.

80. This latter order which was strictly consonant with ancient
custom, as the ryots could never be justly called
Former customs of ‘the  upon to pay more than the Taloogdar’s demand,
country with regard 10 geems to have been rescinded two or three years
SPON Dhymenin. afterwards by the Resident, but the custom con-
e tinued to prevail up to the time of the present Settlement, except in vil-
- lages where the Gountias could offer advantages to the ryots which
~ would compensate them for payments over and above this amount. But
~ the scantiness of the population, and the quantity of waste land, tended
- toincrease the demand for ryots to such an extent as to allow only of a
~ few of the wealthiest men receiving any thing approaching to what would
- elsewhere be regarded as an equitable rent. Besides the authorised
- cesses abovementioned, the Kullalee, or excise, and Pandree, or house .
~ tax were collected by the Gountia. The former from the distillers, and
- the latter from occupiers of houses not agriculturists.
g ANk § :

£,y
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81. In assessing the revenue, which was done annually, it was found
impracticable for the assessing officer to appor-
System of assessment tion it to each wvillage, and therefore Colonel
pursued by Col. Agnew.  Agnew, following the ancient custom of the Dis-
trict, as modified by the Mahrahtas, first fixed
the amount to be assessed on each Pergunnah ; this was based on the
receipt for previous years, and the reports of the Ameens and Pandeys,
the amount being calculated on the number of ploughs at the rate of
four to sixteen Rupees a plough, and this total revenue was then ap-
portioned to the villages by the Kamawishdar and Gountias together,
while the Gountia and ryots afterwards decided what sum edch indivi-
dual was to pay.

82. This system, the leading principle of which was to work as .
much as possible through the people themselves,
Colonel Agnew's ad- was one well suited to the country which rapidly
;‘;‘i‘:‘igg”g au‘l'ste‘c‘i‘m::’g} began to improve. The clearance of the fertile
Stances of tho country.  Plack soil tracts to the south of Dhumturry and
Balode, the greater part of the Rajim Pergun- ‘
nah and that of the Eastern part of Raepore which had been allowed to
lapse into jungle was commenced, and every where the area under culti.
vation increased.

83. The progress of the country is shown by the revenue of the
Khalsa of Chuteesgurh which increased from
P s - 3 »
try miler Colonél Anew 3,381,470 Rupees in 1818 to 4,08,224 in 1825 or
and liis successors. over 21 per cent. in 8 years,

84. In 1825, Colonel Agnew was: succeeded by Captain Hunter
who held charge only for a few months, when Captain Sandys took
charge and remained till 1828, when he was succeeded successively by
Captains Wilkinson and Crawford, the latter of whom held till 1830,
when the Raja attained his majority and the Mahrahta Government was
restored.

. 85. From 1830 till 1854 when Chuteesgurh with the rest of the
dominions of the Nagpore Raja lapsed to the
. Mahrahta administra- British Government, Chuteesgurh was govern-
* tion from 1830 to 1854. ¢ by Soobahs, but the general system followed ¢
was the same as that organised by Colonel Agnew,
and the country seems to have been on the whole well administered, and
it might have 1mproved rapidly, had it not been for the famines of 1835
and 44, which checked the increase of the population and ruined
many villages. However, on the whole, progress was made, and the
District was in a much more flourishing condition when taken over in
- 1854, than when Colonel Agnew received charge in 1818. The revenne
of Raepore alone in 1855, the year after the annexation, amounted to - ‘) ;

2,78,536 Company's Rupees, equal to about 8,25,886 Nagpore Rupees, or V'
very nearly the revenue paid by the whole ﬁvﬁiﬁgﬁ_ﬁﬁ—“ [

.
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86. The first Officer appointed to the charge of Chuteesgurh after
. : the annexation was Captain Elliot.  His juris- _
mI:t}'épdlﬂszm:ntg lz:jgiih‘ dtilction, of which the limits were the same as in
(TSR 2 PO BNC, = the time of Colonel Agnew, included not onl
ugi wdibigistracion. the whole of Chuteesgtﬁx but also Bustar, ag
extent of country which necessitated at first the continnance of a similar
system of patriarchal Government to that instituted by Colonel Agnew,
* but from 1856, when the country was divided into three Tehseelees, of
which two, Dhumturry and Raepore were in the Raepore District, a more
regular system began to be introduced. In 1857, Droog was made a
Tehseelee, and in 1861, Belaspore was separated from Raepore, and
in 1863, a fourth Tehseelee at Simgah, complefing the number now
existing, was added to Raepore.

87. Raepore suffered but little during the mutiny, the only dis-
‘ turbances being those which were excited by
Disturbances suppress- Narain Singh of Sonekan. He was hung in
b ed in 1857, and ts“;’:]‘)" 1858, and his estate conficcated. Since that
g:ﬁg:r;npmwmen o't time the Binjwar raids into the east of the Dis-
; trict have been completely discontinued, and the
flourishing tracts of Lowan, Seerpore and Khullaree, which had so long
suffered from the oppression of these hill tribes, began to be again
populated and cultivated, and are now rapidly becoming ore of the

! most flourishing portions of the District.

88. During the earlier period after the annexation assessments

. were made for three years, the assessment on

Assessments from 1854  each village being fixed by the Deputy Commis-

to 1862. sioner, but owing to the imperfection of the data

for forming & decision, the revenue which existed

at the time of the annexation was but little ultered. The following are
the successive assessments from 1855 to 1862 :— "

Rs.
1855-57..... 2,78,536-5-8
1858-60.... 3,11,192-11-4
1861-62..... 3,17,819-10-4

Before the expiry of the last settlement, it was determined to make a
regular sett]emen‘l'; for a lengthened period, and therefore the settlement
of 1861 was extended, pending the completion of the preliminary opera-
tions ot the new settlemeut, :
':‘ g i g
; I,%SQ.» It cnly now remains to say a few words concerning the His-
tory of the Zemindars and Feudatories belong-
istory of Zemindaree ing to the Raepore District. Of the Feuda-
- Fou estates, tories the oldest is the Kakeir Zemindar, who
udyory. boasts of Rajpoot blood, aiid & descent of fifty

L
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) e family of the Khyragarh chief who is a Gond, and whose
g ; ambitio{: ?tg is to be refined info a Rajpoot is an .|
old one, but it is only quite of late years that he
has ained his present estates. His family first held the petty Pergun-
nah of Kholwa in the Salehtekree hills, and a little before ths Mahrahta
invasion, they received Khyragurh from the Dhumda Raja. Bimbajee
gave them Khummuria, and they gained half of Dongurgurh in 1§_2;_(_)4m’/
compensation for their services against the Zemindar of that estate who
kad joined Appa Sahib.

Khyragurh.

91. The other two Feudatories of Nandgaon and Kondka are held
by chiefs of the Byragee caste, and both owe their
Nandgaon and Kondka, estates to grants from the Mahrahtas, and have
alias Chooeekadan. been quite recently settled in the District. The
Nandgaon chief received half of the Dongur-

gurh estate for his services against Appa Sahib.

92. Of the Eastern Zemindarees, the oldest are the Ferungeshwur * °

*and Bindra Nowagurh Zemindarees. Both belong

Terungeshwur Bindra to Gond families of very ancient date. The

Nowagurh and Khurriar.  Jatter of these was subject to Sumbulpore.

Khuriar though comparatively recently made into 1

a separate estate is held by a very old Rajpoot family descended from

one of the Patna Rajas, who gave it as an appanage to his younger son
om his marriage with the danghter of the Jeypore Raja. :

03. Soormar and Kowreea, held by Gonds, were Khalsa Pergun-

‘ pahs in the time of Kullian Sen, but being held

Soormar, Kowreea, continuously by the old Taloogdars and their

Nurra and Deoree. descendants, have established a claim to be re-

garded as Zemindars, while Nurra is an off-shoot

of Khurriar, and Deoree was formerly attached to Sonekan, and is still
held by a Binjwar chief. !

94. Of the Southern Zemindarees, Lohara and Goonderdehee were

Khalsa Talooquas, and were given about. the com=
Lobara and Goonder- mencement of the 16th Century by the Hyhy-
“":‘fgﬂ%"“-’“ and Wo-  hunsee Princes to the ancestors of the present
A Zemindars as the reward of Military service.
Lohara being given to a Gond chief, and Goonderdehee toa Kawur. The
Khoojee Zemindaree is of very recent date, being given by the Mahrah-
tas to a Mussulman family, who still holds it, while the diminutive tract
of Worarbund is held as a compassionate allowance by the representative =
of the old Zemindars of Dongurgurh, whose family had been ousted by \
the chief who joined Appa Sahib in 1816, and w{m‘, estates were con- \.
fiscated and divided between the chiefs of Nandgaon and Kbyraguth. =~
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95. Of the North-Western Zemindarees, the family of the Purporee

chief is probably the most ancient, as he is a de-

Purporce, and Sahas- scendant of the old Gond Raja of Dhumda, who

pore Lohara. held the country from a time anterior to the

Hyhybunsee conquest. The Zemindar of Lohara

Sahaspoor is a Gond, belonging to the family of the Pundureea Zemin-

dar. The family is a very old one, as it is mentioned as existing in the

Deshboee of Kullian Sen, drawn up in 1526, A.D., but the grant of this

Zemindaree is modern, the estate having been conferred on the grand
father of the present Zemindar by the Mahrahta Government.

96. The families of the Gond Zemindars of Gundye, Silhetee,
Burbuspore and Thakoortola are much more
recent. The Gundye, Silhetee and Burbuspore

Gundye, Silhetee, Bur-  chiefs are descended from a family, who are said

buspore and Thakoortola. 4 haye conquered their present territory from

the petty chiefs of Kholwa, the ancestors of 'the

chief of Khyragurh. The ancestor of the Thakoortola Zemindar received

a grant of the estate from Rughoje2 in 1840, A.D., Sumbut 1783, on

the exgnlsion of the former chieftain who was found guilty of plunder
and robbery.
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CHAPTER III,

CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE AND RESOURCES
OF THE COUNTRY.

% 97. The first census taken in Chuteesgurh seems to have been that

made in 1820-21 by Colonel Agnew, but I have

L Population-census of not been able to find any records showing the

1820-1. area over which it extends or the manner in

which it was made, but even if it only gives the

population of the Khalsa area of Belaspore and Raepore, the number of

5,71,915, inhabitants would only give about 50 persons to the square

mile. If this could be relied on as an accurate enumeration of the

people, it would show more forcibly than any words could do, the wretch-
ed condition to which the country was then reduced.

« ¥ 98. The next census taken was on the night of the 5th November
: 1865. The population then counted, amounted to
Census of 1865. Popu- 952,754 souls, or about 101 persons to the square
lation of Khalsa and Ze- yila gver the whole area of the Khalsa, and the
mindaree estates.
datories and the wild tracts of Khurriar and Bindra Nowagurh. In the
Khalsa, the total population was 835,874 souls, giving, after deducting
the 1,350 square miles of uninhabited waste, an average of about 130
persons t0 the square mile ; while in the more populous portions of the
Dhumturry Tehseel, the population is from 210 to 230 per square mile.

v 99. In the Feudatory estates the population was found to ameunt

to 817,275 souls, giving an average of about 108

Population of Fenda- persons, and if the wild tract of Kakeir be ex-

tory states. cluded, the population will be about 140 to the

square mile ; while in Kharriar and Bindra Nowa-

gurh, the total population was only 52,633 souls, or about 18 to the
square mile, :

i Ftiosen sus statistics may be interesting :—

W

Chuteesgurh Zemindarees, exclusive of the Feu- ~

100. The following extracts from the cen-
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R NUMBER OF HOUSES.

Khe.lsz.z. Zemindarees. hh‘ﬁ;;gu?ﬁ?dr % Feudatories.

156,765 39,217 5,655 55,754
g g - =
= s s g% 3
> 2 EEH | 2
< £ janbal 3
N N =y’

Adult Males ....000..] = 220,550 31,339 15,492 81,085

Males under 14......| 201,360 27,661 12,049 78,420

Adult Females ......

Femalds under 14..

240,239 24,254 14,670 88,981

.| 173,205 | 23,626 11,522 | 68,789

® PRINCIPAL CASTES.
0 = A
i g | 82 g :
N g Bag 2

& = Eg 2 = ¥

- 5 | 248 | B 3

4 S bt B = &=
Chumars ........| 163,226 | 8,005 1,471 | 13,619 [186,821
TeleeS .o..ooweess| 183,950 14,022 646 | 82,717 (181,335
Gond .liiiuaesennns| 109,379 | 34618 20,444 | 58,457 (222,808
ADBBRLL Voo saminie v o] 83,808 | 10,070 4688 28,110 {126,671
Koormee ........| 45,494 2,335 121 2,431 | 50,377
Ganda or Punka ..l 40,331 | 5,466 4,699 | 16,729 | 67,225
B8 0 Khewub ... 00040 82,988 | 3425 740 | 9,023 | 46,176
Hulba ....ee.....]n21,966 | 1,792 9,374 | 3,549 | 29,681
[ AR Wl 16,668 | 6,532 2649 | 9.969 | 53.618
Mubrs ... ......| 15,272 | 3,610 543 | 9,431 | 28,856
" Brahmin ........| 14,949 935 938 | 13,619 | 29,741
§um 13,313 | 3,185 3,726 | 6,959 | 27,783
Lo .. ohb 08l 2391 102 | 14,112 | 28,113
Dhobin ..........| 11,910 | 1,502 344 | 5,082 | 18,785
* v...| 10,908 589 152 | 6,729 | 18,378
'oo..‘onuo 6,492 751 .. 14646 21,889

§ ¥
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OCCUPATIONS.

Agriculturists. % 'g g E- ":’;: gﬂ ..;%;
Landholders ............ 11,459 1,323 220 3,206
AT EER A 534,962 51,496 38,827 176,579
Farm Servants ......... 4,351 394 1,006
Cowherds .........ceeu.. 29,889 2,938 4,380 8,731
Shepherds.......c.io.. 1,617 1,812 42 557

NON-AGRICULTURISTS.

o -é - u:' & '_;. §

Principal Traders. :; -g g g’g é" '_‘:;C:

M = b—z =) 2 é.
B:mkers .................. 4,045 76 208
Grain-sellers ............ 4,782 1,281 464 1,122
Cloth Merchants ...... 1,094 225
Workers in Iron ...... 5,771 863 1,679 1,908

A (RN R B

AT el T 30 200 9
Weaverh, . iviiiveveneses 28,579 13,522 134 11,158
Patters -......o.. 20k 3,330 682 100 703
Carriers or Bunjaras... 4,743 877 1,759 830
BAREATS . Lo L 10,396 2,043 2,128

* Of these 19,236 are in Khyragurh,
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Ve 101. The above statistics show an excess of the adult female po-
pulation over the male, and of infant males over
Proportion of female to  the infant females. These differences nearly
male population. i balance each other, and produce nearly an equa-
lity between the two sexes, the males slightly

preponderating ; the proportions of females being as follows :—

Khalsa e .« 4949 per cent. of females.
Zemindarees oo 4952 do. do.
Khurriar and Bindra No-} 4976 2 do.
wagurgh .o ;
Feudatories .o 4913 do. do.

102. There are few data in existence for determining the progress
; of the population, as the returns of births and
Probable rate of in-  deaths are not so perfect as to render them relia-
crease of the popula- }le gnides in the inquiry, and perliaps the best cri-
el terion to be found is the ratio between children
and adults, as compared with the standard tables given in appendix C of
the north-west census report. According to these tables the ratio
between children under 14 years of age, and adults ought, in a popula-
tion increasing at the rate of 2 per cent. per annum to be :—

Children
Adults. under 14.
5762 4237 g
The census papers show the following results for this District :—
CLildreft
Adults, under 14.

Khalsa .o onc i B0 44-83
Zemindarees .o .o 5663 43-36
Khurriar and Bindra Nowagurh.. 66-06 3393
Feudatories oo e 538 46-51
Average over the whole District. 55'23 4476

So that if the average term of life were the same in India as in Europe,
the increase of the population ought to be mearly 2} per cent. per
annum. Probably, however, the average of life is shorter for India than
for European countries, and hence calculations founded on European ex-
perience cannot be accepted as conclusive in this country, while as the
census was taken at the close of a long series of periodical visitations of
cholera and small pox, these disturbing influences must not be over=
looked. On the whole it seems probable that an increase of 2 per cent.
yearly in the population may be looked for during the next 20 years,
provided e l mics occur less frequently than in the past,

]
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