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by ' the Officiating Ohief C1ommissioner on tbEt- ' 
~aepore Settlement Report. 

. Mr. Hewitt's report commences by an aCCOl1nt of the 
hyoical features of this little known country, which may be­

described a~ the southern half of Chuteesgurh, that is of the 
upperbasin of the Mahanuddae. With the dependentChiefships 
it comprises an area exceeding 15,000 squf\.fe miles, or nearly 
ten millions of acres, hn.lf of which is under direct management 
or .< khalsa, " hi~e the rest is held by tributary Chief::l of 
varying deo-rees of independence. '1'0 the west and south the 
plains are covered with blacksoil, but to the east the country 
is undulating, and the soil is cornpl:Lratively light. In fact the 
level portions of the Raepore district may be said to con.ist 

... -=- of the basins oftwo distinct river systems,-that ofthe Seonath 
with its tributaries to the west, and that of the Mahanuddee to 
he east. The former is the more important of the two, as the 

rivers which compose it, flowing in firm beds, retain water 
• throughout the year; while the Mahanuddee, here a petty stream 

passing through a sandy country, is dry for more than half 
of the year. The soil of the plains is, however, throughout, 
pretty fertile, and much advantage is taken of the facilities 
,which are afforded for irrigation by the undulating surface of ' 
·country. The tanks are generally small, but in a tract BO 

recently reclaimed from the forest, and still so undeveloped, 
it is something that the value of irrigation should be thoroughly 

3 recognised;- and the completion of the line of cnmmunication, . 
now well advanced, with Nagpore, should do much to stimu .. 
late trade and agriculture. 

-

2. The history ofChuteesgurh under the Hy-Hy BunseS' 
kings has been discussed in the Settlement report of the 
Belaspore district, arid needs no detailed mention here. The 
Mahrattas took the country in the middle of the 18th century 
and, wit~ a short in.terregnum from 1818 to 1830 during 
which it was administe ed by British officers, held' it until 
the cessIon in 1854~ liThe character of their administration'" 
wri~es Mr. H e.witt, "may be judged from the description . ~f 
Major AgnewlD 1819, who says that the country presented one 
uniform scene of plunder and oppression, uninfluenced by any­
conliideration. but that of collecting by whatlioever Dliaaa ~ .. . - .- - ~ - --
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largestaruountpossible." Maj01' (afterwards Colonel) AgneWf3f ~ 
principle of administration was to vorl as much as po sible • . 
through the people themselves. He got rid of the t , Patels," j 
or village officers, introduced by the Mahrattas. and dealt : 
direct with the Gonteeya~ or village headmen, W,110 were/ J 
almost invariably inhabitants of the country, with some here! 
ditary tie to the vill~ges w?ich they managed. Under this • 
system the revenue mcreased by more than 21 per cent in.. -
eight years. The second period of Mahratta administration 
was more succes ful than the first. The syste¥l introduced by 
Colonel Agnew was followed, and the cOl1ntry continued to 
improve, though slowly, owing to the famines 0' 1835 and 
1844. On the introduction of British rule in ).854 a succession 
of three-year Set tlements was made, the last of which,. effected 
in 1861.62, was prolonged until the commencement of the lono-
term Settlement now under review. <:> 

3. In his :ird chapter Mr. Hewitt gives a good many 
curious details regarding the people. The Chumari> and t.heir' 
new religion have been described at length in the Belasp0re • 
report; 'but Mr. Hewitt add s a piece of information wh;ch 
does not seem to have been before published. lie says that 
the so-called Chumars do not by any means necessarily belong 
to the caste of that name, but that admission to the Sutnami. 
religion, which is open to all classes, carries with it in the 
eyes of orthodox Hindoos the brand of CLumarislll. He also 
g\ves some interesting information regarding the Kaul's (more 

. properly Kavars), a race ~ho may be regarded as forming a .. •· . 
link between the aborigines an~ the Hindoo immigrants, and . 
the Hulbas, a caste H who gain their liv~ng by distiHing spirits, , . , 
and worship a pantheon of glorified distillers, at the head of 
whom is Bahadur Kalar." It is curious to notice from the 
It Table of land-owning castes," appended to paragraph 125, 
that even in dissenting Chuteesgurh, Brahmins a~e by far the ' 
largest land-holders. . 

4. The staple produce of Raepore is rice, which occupies • 
more than half of the cultivated .area. Mr. JiIewitt remarks ., 
that this points ,to the necessity of enlarging the facilities now 
enjoyed for irrigation, and there is much justice in his remarks. 
It·is proposed this season to send two officers to examine the 
country carefully, and to ascertain the beij~ localities for 
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~storage of water. .There is no doubt that much of the 
O ( Chuteesgurh soil is light enough to require irrigation; while 

\, he conformation of the country affurds, in many places, great 
natural facilities for the construction of reservoirs. I look 

pon it. 3.R most important that every endeavour should be 
made to stimulate cultivation in Chnteesgurh, for on the 
grai n supply of this great rice and wheat field depends the 

~ . votton supply of N agpore. Every additional cart load of corn 
wbich Chnteesgurh can srare means so · much more of the 
N a;:, pore pl ain devoted to cotton. , . 

5. TlUl remarks on the production and trade of Raepore 
bring out in a strong light the peculiar circumstances which 
give somet.hing oran exceptional character to the social economy 

~ of Chuteesgurh . The great extent of land and the compara· 
.I '" ... ti ve thinn~ss of the population have tbe double effect of 

making food abund:tnt in ordinary yMrs, and of reducing tho 
l~ umbers of tbe day-labouring class to a minimum. Almost 
every-une in Chuteesgurh is a cultivator on his own account, 
and great part of the grain trade which has set in towards 
N ao-porf', since our rule has made trade possible, is carried on 
by the cultivating peasantry at slack times in their own carts. 
Althougb then irrigation is undoubtedly very important, the 
first requisite of Chuteesgurh is improved communications; 
and though financial considerations may long prevent the 
construction of the tramway whi0b has ,heen ndvocated as the 
true means of stimulatin<;; the pro~perity of these grain-bearil}g 
districts, much has already been done to open out commurn- . 

, cations with N ao-pore, and it is hoped that by dp.grees the 
road to J ubbulporc through Mundla may give egreEs to part 
of the grnin reserves of northern Chuteesgurh. The present 
grain exports are estimated by Mr. Hewitt at not more than 
one-seventh of what the district can spare, and 'he thinks there 
is no immediate prospect. of any considerable increase. But 
"Without undue sanguineness something may benoped .for from 
.the yearly improvem nt of the road, and from the growing 
wealth of the country, whi.ch, in spite of occasional cholera and 
rar~r drought, is certainly prospering. 

6. At present it is only when prices are high in Nagpore 
that grain pours in very freely from Ohuteesgurh; but, as has 
been said above, we must look to the time when as cotton 
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u1ti vation increases, an'd th~ pe>ople 6fN,agpore advance i . 
~ealth, they w.ill dra.w most ·of t.heir food from Chuteesgurh. • 
Land is still so abundant in Raepore and Belaspore, an / 

...commun.ications must always be se difficult i.n every direction' 
.bu t the west, that N agpore will long retain the command of 
.-cheap market .; and when matters· are 'rj,Pe for the construction • 
. .of a tramway, it appears unlikely that a single acre of land 
suitable to cotton in Na.gpore will be taken up with foo~ 
grains. It .'Certainly seems 'as if it were but a question of time, 
-with, on the one hand, a tract of fine bla:eJr~otton soil tapped 
by a .railwa.y, studded with cottGn martsrand cultivated by the 

, "Koonbees, to whom cotton has became akind of sp~~iality ; and 
'()l'I. the ,o,ther, a wide plain as,eminently fitted for 'rice, and shut 
. n Qn a1l sides bllt the west, that the one should by degrees 

. ac~0mmodate.d..tself >to the wants of t.he othe!:, and by a division - '. f 

..of labollir that both "should be enriched. In any ea e tbe 
·.development of Chuteesgm:h and· its closer union to th~ 
N agpore country must be regarded as most essential to the 

. .enlarg.emoot of our cotton supplies, and therefore as posseesing t) 

..a d-ouble lnterest, especially .:at a time when it has beea 
pronounced by gODd authority, that under present circum­
iltances we can look to no g,reat extension ·.ef .the Wurnah. 
valley cotton .culii v;ation. ' 

7. The measurement operatioBs occupied a -considerable 
"time, hut not perlw.ps longer than might have been expected 
from the unmana,g-eable extent of the tracts to be mapped, 0 

and from the ignorance of the people. l Jntil the measure­
'ments co.mrnenced there was absolutely no nX'ed superficial, ' . 
measure in Chuteesguth, the only way of est~mating the . 
·extent of land being by the quantity of seed sown on it. 
Still, after many delays and difficulties, pretty accurate rE'·su lts 
'Were obtaine.d, the maps corre&.ponding almost exactly with 
those of the Revenue Survey. The areas eomputed from 
them see to have been curiously less, which Mr. Hewitt . 
:ac~~ounts for by the unusual smallness of the fields in Chutees- 0 

gurh. This would have been a serious defect in a long 
settled and closely cultivated country; but in a district like 
this, where cultivation is shifting 'and uncertain, and the 
increased area to be brought under assessment was, by the 
most favourable calculation, so .considerable as to make it 
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uesti.onable whether it would be safe to go as bigh as siatis­
ics would seem to warrant, the assessment was little 'if :at 'aU 
ffected by some apparent diminutioll of .the -.assessa.ble 

:area. 
I~ 

8. The enquiry into rights Inland was well 'Cu.uduc'ted 
in this Settlement. The habit of shifting' ,cul.tivation, 'l1oticed. 
hy Mr. Hewitt in his 241st paragT4ph, would hn.ve -annulled 
the growth of 0ceupancy rights under the ordinary rules) 
'but the GovernIE.,ent of India, on the r'6prasentation of M!I'. G. 
Campbell, the thell Chief C0mmisRioner, made a special 
.ru1e to mee the. diffi,eulty ; and generally tuU provi-sion was 
made for the re '0gnition and maintenance (i)f subordinate 
.rights. 

9. The assessment 1s described 11i} Cllapter V. The 
,difficulties which existed in obtaining trustwortby guides to 
aF:isessment are not overstated, and the Settlement officer 
.shows satisfactorily that the adoption of an average revenue 
't"ute of 5 annas per acre was warranted by the circumstances 
of the district. The general priuciples which guided M.r. 
Hewitt in fixing his proposed jumma would appear to have 
been .sound ; and without going into details, which , will be 
[uund given.at length in the report, it will suffice ~o remark 
here that w.hi1st the very low standard assumed for the 
'average revenue rate, viz., 5 aonaR per acre, is a sufficient· 
guarantee of the moderation of the assessment, the large 

• enhancement imposed on the khalsa portion of the district; 
viz., Bs. 2,13,650,,01' 67 per cent on the former Government 
,'demand of Rs. 3,17,819, proves conclusively that the 
int~rests of the ~tate have not been neglected. The revenues 
formerly paid by Feudatories and Zemindars have also been 
raised £i'om lis. 92,140 to Rs. 1,27,249, or 38 · per cent; 
and the total wnnual increase, including the amount of the 
forljst revenue, formerly comprised within the village jummas 
but now assessed sep rately, reaches the large sum of 

(> Rs. 2,68,590/ and .is within half a lakh of the entire cost of 
the Settlement +"rom first to last . 

. 1 O. It now only remains for me to notice the services 
of the officers most prominently engaged in carrying out this 
Settlement. Although Settlement oper;l.tions were commenced 
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in October 1862, but little was done up to the time of Mr 
Bewitt's arrival in December J 864. During the t.hree an 
a half years of this Officer's incumbcuey nearly all the rea{ 
work of this Hettlement has been taken in hand and finisbe.d. 
Much credit is due to tq.e Settlement Officer for bis exertion, 
and for the complete and satisfactory manner in hich each 
important operation has been taken up and carried t.hrough. 
I have been . very well satisfied with such of Mr. Hewit~s 
work as bas come directly before me, and as all his assessmont 
proposals have been submitted for my inspe~,ion at d sanction 
previous to being announced, 1 have had good opportunities 
of judging of his merits as a Settlement Officer. ' He ha.s in 
my opinion laboured assiduously and suocessfuIJy to make 
this by no means easy Settlement as complete and ~ ccurate as 
circumstances would permi.t, and has submitted a full and,,­
detailed report. 1 have much p19asure in bringing his services 
to tbe favourable notice of Government. 

o 

Lieutenant Ducat beld charge of this Settlement for a 
year Erevious to the arrival of Mr. Hewitt, who justly attri-· 
butflS much of his own subsequent success t.o the admirable 
'Organisation introduced by him (Lieutenant ,Ducat) into the 
Settlement. ' 

Mr. Sinclair, the Assistant Settlement Officer, is favonra,-
, bly reported as an executive officer, and is entitled to credit 
for the material aid afforded by him in the completion of 
measurement operations; 
I 

11. L astly, I would recommend the counrrnalion ofthis 
Settlement for a term .of 20 years, from the dates horne in thQ , 
.several engagements made with the people. . As in Belaspore; 
the Settlement bas bE'\en verysevere]y tried dUl'jng thelast twelve 
months by the existence of great scarcjty, if not actual famine, 

, notwithstanding which. the revised assessments have continued 
to work smoothly an.d succ~ssfully; and as 1 bave ever.v reason 
for considering the Settlement to be a really good orie in all 
~f3sential respects, I beg to solieit the sanction of Government 
to its confirmation for the prescribed perio'd of 20 years. 

J. H. MORRIS, 
OtJg. 'Chi'ej Commissioner, 

22nd November 1869. Central P1·ovinces. 
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CHAPTER I. 

RAEPORE SETTLEMENT REPonT. 

1. GENERAL DESCl{II'TIO~. 

THE District of Raepol'e lies het""cen '0°'28' ::mu 82° 38' east 
position of the District. l ongitu~e, .an.d 1.9? 48" .anu 21° ~5" north lati­

tude, wIthIn Its 111 111 Is I compl'l cd the larger 
part of the tract known by the llame of Chuteesg'urh, togetlJer with 

. a large area formerly a1 tacbeu to Snrobulpo '0. It is about j 50 mile ill 
breadth from east to west, and 135 miles ill leng'th from north to 
south, and the whole area is auout 15,000 quare miles. 

2. Besides the Khalsa portion of the District whir;h is morc directly 
Estates comprised in u.n?er the ~nnn.g'ernent of ib ~ Distriet :1ntbo-

the District. ntles, there IS a large area of country held by 
petty Chief~, called Zemindars, holding their 

e~tates at low quit-rents and semi-independent Feudatories. rl'he~e 
estates are as follows :-

Feudatories. 

( 
I 

North-Western. 

~ I South-Western . 

45 ~ f .9 
8 
Q) 

,N 

, E aster n. 

J 
l 

( Zemindar 

~ :: 
t " 

of Nandg-:lOD. 
of KLyrngurh. 
of Ohou ohdan. 
of Rakeir .. 
(Purporee. ') 
I Lohara Sa11aspore. 
~ Gundye. 5 

l
BUrbuspore. . to 
Silhetee. ~ 
'l'hakoortola. I ~ 

, W orarbund. _ 
, Kh'lojee. r ~ 

') Doundee Lohars.. I ~ 
( Gounurdehee. ~o 

fFerungesh wur. . bD 
SOOl'mar. g 

I Nurra. ~ 
Rowrea. 

~ Deoree. J. 
I Khuriar. } Lately attached 

I· to Raenorc, for-
Bindra N owagurh. merly belonging 

l to l:lumbuJpol'e. 

• 
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. 3. 'rhe whole area of these tracts as shown 
by the Settlement records is as follows ;-

Acre . 

Kbalsa inclusive of Government Wastes ...•• 50,442,365 
Cbutteesgurhee Z~mindarees . • . • . • . • .... • •• 1,130,844 
Sumbulpore Zemindarees attached to Racpore 

Square Miles. 

7,88l 
1,767 
2,gOO 
2,940 l"eudator ies ......••.•••....•••...••......... ... . 

TotaL... • 15,388 

Of these areas only those of . the Khalsa and ChuteesgUl'h Zemin­
darees are given from actual measurements made by- .the Settlement 
D epartment. Those of the Sumbulpolle Zemindarees aril calculated 
frolllihe maps of the Topographical Survey, while the area of the F euda­
t ories are only approximate guesses, as there are as yet no maps of 
these tract . 

4. While the name of Chnteesgurh . was only applied to a portion ' 
of the country now included in the Raepore and 

Features of country. J3elaspore Districts, yet the whole of the area of 
both Districts is Geographically bomoO'eneous, 

and may be shortly described as the basin of the Upper Mahanuddee 
and its tributaries, t ogether with the hills in which these tributaries take 
their r ise. The whole of tbis tract is surrounded by ranges of hills 
branching from the great Vindhyan cbain of Central India. 

o. Below tbe hills to the west and south of Chuteesgurh there 
Southern anu Western is a broa~ belt of ,?laek soi~ .. The N o~·th-: W es-

tracts. tern porbon of thIS belt lS lD the DIst l'lct of 
J3elaspore, while the remainder of the tract be­

long' to the Zemindaree estates of Purporee, Lohara Sabaspore, Gundye, 
Silhetee and Burbuspore and to the Feudatories of Chooeekad,m, Khy­
ragurh and N andgaon. 'fo the south the black soil tract is, with the 
exception of a portion in the Gondurdehee Zemindaree, entirely within 
the Khalsa Pergunnahs of Rajilll, Dhumturry, Balod and Sanjaree. 

6. rfhe centre of Chuteesgurh beyond the black soil is an un-
Centre tract dulating plain, intersected by numerous rivers 

. and nullabs, with broad fertile valleys, h' cn are 
• separated from one anothet· by rolling downs. This formation affords 

peculiar facilities for irrigation, which have as yet been by no means 
fully utilised. Almost the whole of this is cleared of jungle, inhabited, 
and cultivated. 

7. To the East of the Mahanuddee the hills come close to the 
Eastern tract: stream, leaving except in the Rajim Pergunnah 

and in the north-east of that of Dhulllturry, 
but a small share of fertile plain between the hill country and the river. 

• 

• 

• 

a 
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B. Formerly the Khalsa lands were divided into about 20 divi~ 
sions; but in 1820 this number was reduced to 

For.m~~ and pres~n t 6 by Colonel Agnew. However when Settle­
sub-dlYlS10llS of the Dls- ment operations were commenced, 15 PerbO'UD­
trict. , nahs were found to be entered in the District 
records. These were, proceeding from the north :-

Nowagul'h. 
DeQrbeejah. 
Simgah. 
Lowan. 

• ceerpore. 
Khallaree. 
Raepore. 
Dhumdv .. 

Doroog. 
Patun. 
Rajim. 
Sehawa. 
Dhumturry. 
Balod. 
Sunjaree. 

These bave now been separated into 4 Tebseels and to make these 
as compact as possible it has !.Jeen found necessary to disregard in many 

• instances the old Pergunnah boundar ies. '£he following are the names 
of the Te1seels with tbe Perg unnabs belo~lging to them :-

Simgab ....... 1. Nowagurb. 
2. Deorbeejab. 
3. The N ortb-Eastern half of Dhumda. 
4. Simgab . 
5. The Northern portion of Raepore. 
6. The Northern balf of Lowap.. 

Raepore ..... 1. Soutbern portion of tbe Raepore Pergunnah. 
' 2. Southern part of Lowan. • 
3. Seerpol'e. 
4. Kballaree. 
5. Northern half of Rajim. 

Doroog ......... 1. South-Western half of Dhumda. 
2. ' Doroog. 
3. P atun. 
4 . Northern half of Balod. 
5. Northern balf of Sunjaree. 

Dhumturry •• 1. Southern balf of Sunjaree. 
2. Do. Do. of Balod . 
3. Dbumturry. 
4. Sehawa. 
5. Southern balf of Rajim. ".,/ 

9. Of tbese Tehseels, the most Northern is Simgah. It con-
Tl . ~. h T h 1 tains the very fertile tracts of Nowagurh, Deor-

1e ... lmga " e see. beeja and tbe Northern portion of the Dhumda 
Pergunnah. The rest of the Tebseel bas been recentli cleared of jungle. 
and still cont ins a good deal of low scrub jungle here and there. The 
jungle is how ver retained ratlier tv satisfy the ~equirements of the 
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people, than from their in9.bility to cl~~r it, ~nd .tbel'e nre very.rew 
villages with more than 100 per cent. of Jungle III exces of tt e cultiva­
tion. A good deal of this is rocky soil and mOre valuable as jungle 
tban if it were cultivated, but thore is also a large portion which 
}'emains uncultivated because of the thatching grass it yields, a product 
which is quite as vaiuable as an average crop of cereals. 

10. In the Raepore Tehseel the western portion is ~well cultivated 

Th R 'T h 1 and populous; but in the east there is a large 
e aepore e see . f' 1 d th . G area 0 Jung e an e extenSIve overnmeut 

Wastes of Lowan, Seerpore and Khallaree. 
11. Droog has no Jungle whatsoever within its limits, and the 

Th D d D· h whole of the Tehseelee is well cult~vated, while e roo" au um-
turry Tehse;!s. Dhumturry presents the greatest contra 'Lt; of 

all the Tehseels. There are, except in Lowan, 
no such wild t.racts in the District as the Sehawa, Dbumturry, Balod 
and. Sunjaree jungles, while the villages in the bJack soil tract in the 
centre of Dhumturry and of Balod are the' most fertile and populous 
in the country. 

12. Within tbe country above described there are two principal 
River system of the river systems which subsequently unito aLd 

District. form the Mahanuddoe proper. 

13. The first of these, the Seonath, which contains much the 

Tlra Seonath. larger supply of water rises ill the hills of the 
.Panabarus Zemindaree in tile Chanda District, 

and flows after its ' entrance into Raepore in a direction for the most 
part north-east for about 120 miles, till it is joined by the Ruhap from 
the west; after this junction it tUrns /3astward for about 40 miles till it 
joins the Mahanuddee in the north-east corner of the Di trict.',/1ts 
tributaries in the Raepore District are on ' the left bank, proceeding 
from the south, the Goomurria, Am, Soorie, Garaghat and Ghogwa, and 
the Huhap; on tlJe right bank the Kerkura, Tendoola, Karom and 
Khorsee. In the latter part of its courEe after the junction with the 
Huhap it forms the boundary between the Bela pore and Uaepore 
Districts, except where it flows to the north of the Tarengll Pergunnah 
belonging to Belaspore, but lying to the south of the Seonatb. 

a.v" Of the tributaries of the Seonath, tho only one that merits 
The Karom. any detailed description is the Karom, whieh 

rises in the south of the Dhumturry Pergunnah, 
and flows in a course generally due north for about 7!5 miles through -
the centre of the District till it joins the Seonath about!5 miles below 
the town of Simgah. v"Jt only receives one considerable tributary in its 
COUl~e, the Kanhan, whicb joins it near its junction with the ~eonath 
from the south-east, but the numerous other small nullahs which flow 
into it fertiliae a large ' area of country as a general rule, much larger 
than that which is ferlilised by the Seonatb, in an equal distance as the 
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8\eonath flows for the most part beb een high. banks, while the bed of 
the Karom is generally, but little below the slUl'ounding ouub-y. and 
the space oUertile land intervening between the latter 1'i \' r, and the 
llRrren uplands which 'inter. ect the ioterior of tIle District is much 
wider than that along the banks of the Seonath. 

15. rrhoucrh it ultimately gi ves its names to the River, the stream 
The Malsanudtlee. . knowll as the Mahanudde in Racporc j:; of 

• very little importll.llCe to the countr)' as <'OLU-
pared with the Seonatb and Karom. It takes its ri'le a few mile' 0 

the east of the towu of Sebawa in the extrem south-cast 0[' tlie i.~­
trict in !In insignificant puddle in the middl of a ri('e fi ·1 ,1, alllI thenco 
f1 ;vs due west through the Sehawa Pergunno.h, and tho Kakeil' FOlUl!1-
tory estate for :.tbo t 30 miles, after which it tUl'l1S sharply to the north­
eust through a very narrow valley in some plac s not much more tb:Hl 
5 or GOO yards broad, through which it flows for about 20 11111 ·. It 
contiuues in this conrSe till it r eaches a. point about 16 mile., to tll 
north-east of the town of Dhumturry where it turns more t the llOI·th 
and thence flows in a N. N. E. direction t~ll its junctiun with tb 

• Seonath. 
16. The Mahanuddee receives nO large tributary till it r0:Jcbes 

Tile Pa' 'ee Rnjim, about 30 miles to the south-cast f 
II . Raepore, where it is joined by tho l)alre which 

flows from the south-east, rising in the Bindra Nowagurh Zemiud:wee, 
and flowing in a north-ea tedy direction through a billy coun try fo 
abont GO miles, before it jnnction with the M(~hanuddee . About 15 
miles to tbe outh of Rajim, the P&.iree is joined by the Soondltr, a· river 
of nearly equallellgth; which rises in the J eypore estato uuder the 
Madras Governmen-. and flows through a similar country to the l'airee. 

17. The other tributaries of the M:ahanuddcA ar tlH~ Kos110, 
Othcr tributarics of the Korar and Nai,~ec. all of wbich. How frum tho 

Mahanuddee. east through hIlly tracts, watel'l1lg nan ow but 
fertile valleys. Along the we8telll bank, it, 

only receives a few ill igJlificant J111llnhs, and tbe . pac of fertile bluel­
soil plain which lies between it and tbe uplands of tho interior of 
the District is generally narrow. 

18. Be ides the rivers ahove mentioned t.he only oHI rs of any 
Jonk and Udet l"iv():·~. llote in the 1?istr~ct are ~he !ouk aD.tl Udet. 

The fonuer n. es 111 tbe Khlll'lar Zemmdni' C, 

ann forms for a cODf;iderable distance. the boundary of that estate, after 
whi h it forms the boundary betw en Raepore n.nd SlllH11U1pore, alltl 
finally entering the Sonekban Pergunnah of Belnspore, it falls iuto ~h(l 
Mabannddee at Seorcenarain below the junction of tho latter l'i\rer WIth 
the Seonath. Its general COurse is north . The Udet rises in the 
Bindra Nowagurh Zcmindrree, whence it flows nearly due east through 
Khuriar, and finally falls into the Tel in the Patuo. State, in SUIll~ul­
pore. 1'he country along the banks of bvth of these rivers is vcry WIld. 
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19. The general .character of the 2\f nhanuddec, and tIle rivers in 
the ell t of the Di trict i very dide rent from 

General cb:\I':tctCl: oftl~e that of the eonath and its tributaries. The 
MalJ3:Duddee and llS tl'l- Intter streams generally flow over a rocky or 
butanes. gravelly bottom, and ?onsequentJy retain 'ater 
for the wh ole or gr:eater part of the year, whIle the b d of the former 
are wide wast . of sand, dry for more than half the year, and at all 
tim except those of high flo d, coutain little water. The Mahanllddee 
is occasionally but very eldom na.vigable for boat of light drauo-ht from 
ArunO' ~bout 50 miles below its junction with the Seonath. 0 

" 20. As above sta.ted the whole of the countt·y to tbe east of the 
Mabanuddee occupied by the Zemindaree of Deoree, Kowl'eea, N utra 
Soourmar, Fingeshnr, Khuriar and Bindra Nowagul'h is hilly and 
covered with jungle, and the same may be said of the tract to the south 
of the District occupIed by the Pel'gunnah f Sehawa, the Kakeir 

. Feudatory state, and the southern portion of the Dhumturry, Balod 
and lllljaree PerO'unnahs, tl)gether 'With the Zemiodarees of Doundee • 
Lohara and Khoojee. To the west the . Feudatories of Nandgaon 
Khyragurh :.1;nd .Cho~eek~daD: hold but a small portion of hill 
country, the h1lls lJ) thIS dlf~ciI~n for the most part belonging to the 
Bhundara and Balaghat D1 tncts, 2.nd the arne may be said of the 
Zemindal'ees to the north-west, where the Thakoortola Zemindaree is 
the only one of which the whole or greater part of the area is occupied 
by hill and jungle. 

"21. The hills are g~nerally low, rarely rising over 15 or 1,600 feet 
'1'1:e hilly }Jortiolt~ of hIgh, ~xcept the Gouragnrh plateau, and the 

the Disb·ict. range III the south of Sebawa, extending into 
Bustar and Kakeir. This" latter range runninO' 

to the south of the Kakeir estate, and separating it from BustaI' form~ 
the watershed, sepa.rating the atlluents of the MaLanuddee from those 
of the Godavery. The general heighth of the range is from 2,000 to 
2,5uO feet high. 

22. The Gooragurh pl::l.teau between Bindra N owagurh and 
The Goorarturh platenu. Ka hOuOOriafr trises din s~verall places t.o a ,L'heighth ~f 

o ,ee, an on lt a peasant slte lOr a am-
tarium might easily be found, the scenery is very fine, and the climat.e 
much cooler than that of the plains, but at present it is covered with 
jungle and almost entirely uninhabit,ed. 

23. It is with diffidence that I remark on the Geological charac­
Geological cllaracteris- teristi.cs of the D~stl'ict, as I ~ave little practical 

tics of the District. acquamtunce w1th the SCIence, but as no 
scientific survey of it has yet, as far as I am 

mvare, been made, I note the following characteristics which I believe 
may be accepted as a fail·ly correct account of the leading Geological 
features. The hilly tracts on the out, skirts of the District are mostly 
composed of gneiss and quartzose, while sand-stone l'ocks are inter-

• 

• 
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sected with trap dykes. Iron ore is abundant, and that found in Dullee 
in the Lohara Zemindaree, and in the hills to the west of Gundye, is 
particularly good. Lead bus been also found in tbe south-west of the 
:Nandgaon Zemindaree, and the red ochre of Gundye and Thakoortola 
are celebrated. 

24. In the interior of the District, the stratum below the alluvial 
deposits is invariably a soft sand-stone slate, covered generally by a 
layer of laterite gravel, and in many places the shale has Leen converted 
into hard vitrified sand-stone, forming an excellent building stone. 
Below this again lies the blue lime. tone which crops out in numerous 
places on the-surface, and is invariably found in the beds of tho rivers. 

25. Throughout the plain country the soil is O'enerally fertile, 
about 57 pel' cent., being equally adopted for the 

Gel'l:Cl'al character of growth of riee and rubbee crops, while lof the 
the SOIl of the plam couu- remaind r about 23 per cent., though not fitted 
try. for rubbee crops produces better rice crops tban 

• any soil but tbe best first class. The remainder of the soil is either 
rocky or hard, poor laterite, which will only occasionally yield a poor 
crop of the inferior grains such as Kodo. 

26. In the hilly country the soil is gene ly poor, except in the 

Character of the culti­
vated soil of the hilly 
tract. 

valleys which are generally narrow; but in these 
where the Iiloil is good it excels for the purpose 
of rice cultivation that in the rest of the District, 
n the constant supply of water and the naturp.l 

barriers to their out-let furni bed by the hills keeps 'th ese valley lands 
almost always ill that swatapy state which is necessary for the produc­
tion of the best crops of rice. 

27. The greater portion of this fertile soil lying among the hill 
TIle uncultivated soil of valleys has long since been cleared altd cul tivat-

the hilly tract. ed and there is but little good land now to b, 
found among the Government Wastes which lie 

entirely in the east and south of the Di trict. The soil of these tracts 
is generally hard and rocky- and there are only a few spots that would 
re-pay the toil and expence of clearing. 

28. One of the most distinguishing features of the District is the 
Tanks and water sun- large number of tanks. These are generally 

ply. l formed by throwing a bund across a hollow; but 
- III most large villages thero are one if not more 

tanks to be found embanked on all four sides and planted with tJ .. ees 
the work of some patriotic Malgoozar 01' ryot or of some eaterprisin'; 
Bunja'ra who used to pasture his cattle. in the village in the day whe~ 
th~ Jungle was u.ncut. These tanks whIch depend almost entirely on the 
ram-fall for thelr water-supply are considered on that account to give 
better drinking water than those formed by throwing a bund acOl'oss the 
valleys, and in this respect they must be allowed to have some advantages 
but as but little care is taken to keep them clear, the !ate~ pefOl'o tho 
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hot weather is, generally a muddy mass of impurity . .J Desides the tr es • 
round the tanks, there are but few to be 's~en througbout the greater 
part of the Di trict, and mango groves so common in Upper India are 
1Iere few and far betweeu. Wells were unknown 'in the Dishict till the 
last two years, but the Teceut orders ~ranting rent-free land to peraons 
digging \Vells bave led to the construction of wells lined with masonry. 
in many of tbe Khalsa villages. Along the banks of the Mabannddee, 
and to the south of the Di trict water is found at from 1 ~ to 24 feet 
from the surface, but in the east it is difficult to be procured. 

29. '£hough the tanks in the District are numeroUS yet the result 
Causes of the small size of the want of capital an.d enterpt'ise, ?,nd of 

of the District tallks. the absence of co-operatIon between VIllages 
. has bQen that few of large size have been con-

structed, and the water supply of the country is frittered away in a 
number of small reservoirs which are i capable of holding a large sup­
rly and dry up when there is at all a prolonged drought. '£he only 
tank in the Khalsa worth mention is one at Thilka in the Itaepor 
Pergunnah which covers an area of aboo.t 177 acres. It has a fine 
masonry bund of about 400 yarcls long: In the Zemindarees the only • 
tanks worth mentioning are those at W orarbu nd. ill the Zemindaree of 
t.hat name, and Sab ore in the Sahuspore Lohara Zemiodaree, both 
these latter have been made by SlIing up a very small gap in the hills, 
and the area of neither of Lbese is equal to that of the Thilka tank . 

./'30. The average rain-fall is about 40 inches. 'rhe hills whir.h 
• Ayerage rain-fall of the encircle the District generally insure the fall of 
District. an adequate or nearly adequate snpply of water, 

and within the last 50 years beyond which no 
records are avaihble only one very severe famine has been known in 

Raepore. This occurred in 1835, and nnm-
Unfreqllency offamines bel'S of people. arc said to have died of hunger, . 

~llu. remarks on former but th~re is no trustworthy evidence extant, 
tall Illes. from which the extent of the calamity can be 
learnt, but that it must have beell severe is shown by the fact that the 
revenue of almost all the villao-es in the Di trict declined considerably 
in the next fe v succeeding ye~rs, while another but Ie s severe famine 
occurring in 1844 completed the ruiu of many villages. 

31. Th~t the District should suffer severly in cage of fan:ine is 

Rtl:lSonS for c01lsidering 
that ;alllines in Chllttees­
gurh would be more ca!a­
mitous than in other pa.rts 
of the country. 

inevitable, as it is surrounded on all sides by \. 
almost uninha~ited jungles varying in breadth 
from ahout 50 to more than 200 miles, and dur­
ing the rains is perfectly inaccessible from th 
want of good roads, anu even if these were in 
existence the cost and difficulty of trausporting 

grain from such distaLces as those from which it mllst come would ren­
der it even now almost impossible to provide for the subsistence of the 
great !nass of the population in case of a failure of the rice crop and the 
'exhanstion of the stocks of rice which forms the staple food of the coun­
try, and as popUlation increases the difficulties will be still greater. V 

• 
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32. As it is from Bengal alone of all tbe neighbouring countries 
that a large supply of rice cao be looked for in 

Bengal the ~nly: source times of scarcity, the mea ure that would ' ~p­
whence the Dlstl'lct can p!lTently be mo t efI'ecti ve in securin cr the Dis-
b.I'd·bfd tl ..... b e supp Ie Wit 00. trict aO'ainst famine would be the improvement 
of the Navigation of the Mahanuddee up to Seoreenarain, so that boats 
might go to and fro .throughout the year, while the opening of the river 
would lead to a. l~rgely in reased trade with the E~stern coast .. 

33. ThouO'h chiefly owing to the want offunds but few roa.ds haye 
." d . 11" 'J yet been macie in J:taepore, yet the physical fea-
noa S genl'll'a y easl Y f h d h d' f th mnde. tures 0 t e country an t e con ItiOn 0 e 

people are such as to make the construction of 
roads a comparatively ai<Y task. The .long and gen tle sweep of the up­
lands present easy g radieuts which will require Ii tIe alterati n; the 
valleys are swampy bu t therp. are few places where a good foundation 
may not easily be found; the streams flow gently and evenly 01er rocky 

• and gravelJy beds and labour is cbeap and abundant durin rr the slack 
season after the rice harvest has been gathered in. But though roads 
can be laid out without much difficulty, it C'l.nlJot be sai d tbat they can 
be kept easily in repair. Even metalled roads, unless the outer covering 
is unu ua.lly thick and well rammed, are soon ploughed up by the narrow 
wheels of the caris of the District, and in a few months the surface of 
the road is turn ed into an incoherent mass of 100 e stones which de troy 
t he hoof of the drought cattle and render all progression except at a 
foot's pace almo. t impossible. 

34. The only metallell rond in the District i the Great Eastern 
Metalled amI fair wea- road, the Imperial line 1'l1llning from Nagpore to 

the!' roads. Sumbulpore through Raeporp.. That part oftlle 
road between - Raepore and the Wo<;terll boun­

dary of the District towards N agpore is nearly £nisbed; but that Letween 
Raepol'e and Sumbulpore has not been begun. Two fair weather roads 
have been made from local funds, one to Dhumturry, and tbe other vile 
Simga.h to Nandghat on the banks of the Seonath, where it meets the 
Belaspore District road leading to that station. A branch from SimO'ah 
to join the road from Helaspore to J ubbulpore over the Chiklee Gbat is 
now being begun and a road from Raepore to Seoreenarain has also 
been commenced. n the Si01gah ro~d a few bridges have been built, 
but except on the Grea.t Eastern road no bridges have yet been at-
tempted on the other lines. • 

35. Tbe Customs line runs through the District from east to south­
Customs line aDd other west, and there are ancient tracks leading 

routes. along the commercial routes of which the most 
important are those from Raepore to Rajim, 

from Raepore to Balod and thence to the Eastern coast from Dhumturry 
through Balod and Sunjaree to the Great Eastern road, from Raepore 
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through Khnngurh. Kampta and Toorn:mr to Nagporr, from Raepore to 
Dhumdaunu from Nowagurh :lnd Deorbeeja to the KhyragU!'h and Nag· 
p 1'e r oad wbich it joins near Khyragl rh. 

3G. Tue cl imate of the Di!';trict i generaUy good, varying- less than 
Cli mate. in the Distric t~ of Bengal anel Upper Ind ia, and 

though t he cold season is very di [erent from 
whlt it is in lleba,r or even in Bengal, yet the r ains are always cool and 

rrevalcnce of cholera. plea ant. The District has bel'!n for th~ last fe ~v 
years generally healthy, though .-revlOusly It 

IJad a bad reputt1lioll f rom the cbol 1'a which visited it almost e\"er? 
year for 20 yearS, bu the last uad 0utb1'eak of t he disease W1'tB ill ] S6G, 
and th en i t was only confined to the north of the District, The people 
attribute this immunity in a grea t meaS Ilre to the sanitary precaution 
which have Ltelv been introduced , and th e 'oincidence of the cessation 
of cholera, and! he introdnction of sanitary- reform i ' certainly fortunate, 
as it has inJu{'ec1 :;he people to take up wi th a sort of enthusiasm a S,Y -

tem of p recautiolls which is g-enerally distasteful to the natiyes of the . 
cou ntr.' . It i to be hoped th:tt their newly born faith may not si1\k 
under 11 premature t rial.· 

37. 'l'boug ll this is not pel'h<Jps exactly the place for remarks of 
Sources whclIce cholera this cbaracter~ I would ",ish to state, t?at th er e 

eutcn the District, can Le very l Ittle donbt as to the onglO of tb e 
cholera in the two years in wbich it has appeal­

ed since I C::J rne to Raepore, In the first veal' i t broke out at the gr eat 
fair held at Hnjim in April, and wag thence disseminateC\ Over th e 
Di~trict. ] n the Dext year i t was introduced by pilgrims from J llg­
gernath. These men were stopped at the J onk rive I', and not ,allowed 
to proceed along the Great E asterrt road, hut manao'ed to make their 
way throu~'h the jun,2'les, and pass the boundary to the north. My 
cnmp happencd at that time to ue in that part of the District, anJ the 
1'illaf1es tiro t ati.:wkecl Were invariably those which Iny op the track 
that the pilgrims had taken, 

38. Now, however, that the time of holJing the R ajim fai r has 
Adrninistra1in mea- been ,altcl'ed from. April to F ebruary, and that 

ure for the (' 'elusion of a stflcter watch IS kept over the J ugp:eruath 
cholera. pilgrims, it is to be hoped th:tt the freedom 

from disea.se which tIle Distr ict bas enj oyed 
for the last two years may not prove to ue merely temporary. 

>/' 39. Besides cholera the prevalent disorders are fevers, and small-
l'remlent diseases. pox, tbe former arc Yery frequent during the 

, rain, and the beginning of the cold weather, 
lmt. except in the jungles the fever is generally of a mild type. Sl11all­
pox has hitherto yearly carried off a large Dumber of chlldl'ell, bnt 
itow that vaccination has been introduced, itfl ravages may ue mitigated, 
if it be not entirely exterminated . Stone is also very prpvalent, and a 
Jal'ge num?er of operations for this disease are yearly performed at the 
Raepore dlspensary. 

o 

o 
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(0. There are no large towns in the Distl'ict except Raepore, but 
Inlpo)'tant towns in tho Dhumturl'Y and Rajim are rising places. The 

District. , popubtion of these three towns is as follows :-

Raepore ................................. 16,645. 
Dhumturry ............................. 4,632. 

Ra,jim .................. ........ .......... '2,571. 

Haepore is the bead-quarters of the grain trade of the District, and the 
)'esidence pf the principal merchants, while Dhumturry and Rajim 
derive their ilI'pol'tance principally from the jungle produce which is 
brought there for sale. The trade is a somewhat speculative one, but 
very lucrative to tho e who succeed, and tbe number Qf those who 
engage in it is yearly increasing as the value of t.he jungle produce 
becomes better know n. Arnng was formerly the seat of a considerable 
trade in lac, but the clearing of the jungles to the east of the District 
has greatly diminished its importance. A mong agricultural villages, 
KooJ'oodh, Pularee and Amdee, all of them in Dhumturry, are the 
most populous. Droog, as the bead-quarters of a Tehseelee, an(l 
Dhumda, as the former residence of a Gond dynasty only extinct within 
the last 10 or 80 years, also contain a considerable Dumber of inhabitants; 
while jn the other p:nts of the District, Koosmee; Lowan and Saragaon 
in the Sirugah rrehseel, and Koora in that of Raepore, deserve mentioD_ 

11. In Raepore, Dhumda, Patun, DrOOl!, Dbumturry and Balod, 
Old fort and architcc- there are the ruins of old forts of considerable 

tural remains. extent, but except in Dhumda these remains 
are of little arcLite.ctural beauty. In Lowan 

along the 1'hhanuddee the forts arc almost as nUllierous as the villages, 
but they are invariably rude and now ruined structurCl:) made for the 
. ecurity of the inhabitants on the occasion of the periodical i'aids of 
the Binjwars from the Sonekan hills. At Arung in the Raepore, at 
Deobuloda. in the Droog Tehseel, and at G undye in the Zemindal'ee of 
that name, there are fine Budhist or Jain temples, and at Rajim the 
original p':>rtion of the temple which still exists shows a good deal of 
ar~istic skill and taste. Tbroughout the District there are numerous 
ruins of tcmples, and almost every village bas as its deity some old 
fatue reft from Foroe decayed building, some of them showing consider­

able refinement ir, t,he culptors, and almost all exhibiting- a skill which 
would now be sought for in vain in Chutteesgurb. Of more extensive 
ruins tbo e of Seerporc may be mentioned, consisting of the remains of 
lemp1cs, and palaces of stone for the most part hidden in the jungle. 

42. Weekly markets are established in many villages throughout 

Markets. the District, and there are very few villages 
where the inhabitants are not withi.ll easy reach 

of no market on every day in the week i but the ss.lcs which take place at 
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these gatherin,gs are of the pettiest description, and neither cattle nOr 
large quantities of grain are ever to be purchased at them. 'rhese mar­
kets haTe evidently been held at their present sites for age", for it is of 
no unfrequent occurrence to find a market held in the middle of an open 
t reeless plain far from a village but generally near some old tank whieh, 
with the mounds about it, marks the site of a long deserted villa<Te, and . 
to these, in spite of their disadvantages, the people adhere with ;n obs­
tinacy which is one ot the characteristic features of th~ inhabitants of 
Ch u tteesgur h. 

43. Fairs·are held yearly at Rajim, Dhumturry, Gundye, Koorra 
Fairs. and Bungolee, the last in the Simgan Tehseel, 

and at these a considerable business is done in 
cloths, brass vesfle1s, bullocks, lac and other jungle produ~e . Grain is 
usually sold to Bunjaras on their rounds through the District, to Buoeeas 
in Raepore, or transported in the Ryots carts to Nagpore and Bhundara. V 

POLICE. H. The Police . 
Dist1'ict P olice. Town P olice. force in the District 

2. Inspectors. I. Chief Con table. is as per margin) dis- • 
14. Chief Constables. 4. Head Do. tributed in the fo1-
52. Head Do. 34. Constables. • 

359. Constables. Mounted P olice. lowing stations. In 
2. Head Constables. the Khalsa :-

427 .... Total. 63. (Jonstables. 

RAE PORE. 
Head Quarters Station House. 

Statio" Houses. Out-P osts. 
(Nowagaon. 
I Do. 2nd. 

Arung ••••••.• ~ Pitteeah. 
I Assoudh. 
lBoryah. 

Dl'oog •• •• •••• Bhelaie. { 

PatuD. 

Somnee.* 
Simgah Kurrah. 

{

,J hurondh. 
Dhumturry • • • • Silghat. 

Durghun. 
:Balod ••••...•• S unjaree. 
Rajim . . ... .. . . 
Lowan. ..•..•.• 
Dhumda •••• .. . 
Sihawa •••• • • • '. 

Pandooka. 
Duttan. 
Deorbeejah, 

~ This Out·Foat is situated iII. the N andgaon Zcmiudarce. 
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IN THE ZEMINDAREES. 

{ 
Khumureeah. 

Narrah... ....... • Shikarpailee. 
I 

( Bagnuddee. 
) Chicholee. 

Worarbund ..... ) Ghar Tallao. 
tPaindree. 

Dispensaries. 45. There are two Civil Dispensaries in 
the town of Raepore, and threo in the Dist.rict 

at Dhumtul'ry: Dol'oog and Arung . 
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CHAPTER II. 

HISTORY. 

46. TilE isolated state of Chuteesgurh from the ear iest timeg 
"1 f f renders the facts of its history, except afl they "' ea"'reness 0 ormer . .• . . . 

record;' Illustrate the growth of Its present InstItutIons 
and customs, oflittle interest 01· value, while the 

paucity of the materials extant renders it a task of some diffioulty to 
obtain even such an out-line as is necessary for the purpose of this report. 
However from traditions (most of which owing to the heterogeneous 
character of the population, and the fact tbat most of the inhabitant" are 
descended from recent immigrants are vague), inscriptious either e -ist­
iuO" in the original, or in copies made by orders of Colonel Agnew when 
ill ~harge of Chuteesgurh from 1818-1 825, and from the hints found in 
the customs of the people, a not wholly inadequate account of the pa t 
history of the District may be framed. 

47. Like the rest of Central I ndia, CLuteesgurh seems to have 
E .J I h b·t t been inhabitt::d in the earliest times by Boonjias 

at y n a 1 an s. and other Kolarian raCes from the east. '1.'hese, 
hpwever, havinO" little administrative ability or instinct for cohesion, never 
succeeded in establishing any thing like a regular Government and were, 
in very early times conquered and driven to the hills by the Gonds, by 
whom toe first system of Government was founded; and in this system 
tbough greatly corrupted, and in the last three or four huudred years 
almost obliterated, will be found the key to the innumerable anomalies 
which now perplex the inquirer into the cnstoms of Chuteesgurh. 

" 

48. To the East of the Mabanuddee. the Boonj ias and Binjwars 
maintained tbemsel ves till a late period. 'l'he last Binjwar cbief of Sone­
kan was hung in the mutiny, while tradition still t ells of the Gond con­
quest of Bindl:a, Nowagurb, and the victories of the Gond beroes over 
tbe barbarian giants, though the latter were assisted by magical and 
/Supernatural gifts. • 

·49. That the Gonds were oftb e same Scythian race (though much 
Origin of the Gond. inf~rior to their fathers) wbo are men~ioned in 

EllIot's supplementary Glossary (arbele Gour 
Tuga) as known under the name of'l'akshacs, and who invad€d India 
about 600 years, B. C. under Suhes Nag is po. siLle. The Gonds st ill 
adopt the name of Thakoor, which is possibly a Hindooised form of the 
national name Tak, while the local deity universally revered throughout 
the Raepore District is Tbakoonleo; and a fnrther reason for assuming 
u. connection between the Gond and Scythian races is fllrn-ished by the 

• 

•• 
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fact that the most mysterious ceremony of the Gonds' worship is that 
generally performed by the chief poojaree of each clan in honour of 
Seknag the father of the Gods, a name which may probably be a corrup­
tion of Suhes Nag\ 

50. Again the e Taksh'lcs becamc Buddhists and the great Sllp­
porters of the Buddhist doctrines, and the numbers of Buddhi t remains 
still existing in the District show that that religion must have Once been 
professed by large numbers throughout Chuteesgurh . 

. 
51. From inscriptions found in Seel'pore, Arung and Rajim, all of 

them unfortuoately, except that at Rajim, with­
Early ruler.s of. Chut- . out clate, it appears that the country was origi-' 

tcesgurh and lDvaSlOll of nally ruled by a number of petty chiefs---
Ju"!!Ut Pal. 1 f SR" 1 D b 

00 • tlol;e 0 eC!'pore, Arung, aJlm ane oroog e-
ing mentioned. These chiefs were, as is related in the Rajim inscription 
dated 796 Sum but, 739, A.D., conquererl by Juggut Pal the descendant 
in the 4th generation from Sahishna Deo, a chief who is said to have 
come from Wurar or Wuddradesh, probabJy an old name for Oris'sa, 
as I find (Prinsep's Indian Antiquities Volume n. page 266, Thomas' 
edition) that Orissa was formerly called Uddradesh. '1'be alleged extent 
of the family conquests which are said. to have extended from Rameshur 
to Malwa is probably mythical, but there can be but little .. doubt that 
Juggut Pal conqu red the greater part of the Raepore District and 
that he was a Buddhist. ~'he latt r being proved by the image of 
Budh still exil>ting in the temple built by him at Rajim, said in'the 
inscription to be a portrait of Juggut Pal. 

52. The time at which .T uggut Pal lived is not certain. Two of 
Date of Juggut PaJ's his. snccessors are mentioned ill the inscription 

l'ci"lI. wluch, however, appears to have been engraved 
o by a Brahmin at times when the heterodox 

nature of J llggut Pal's teuets had been forgotten i and it is probable that 
the Hyhybunsee genealogists who place it from 427-4,78 Sumbut · 
370-421 A.D., are not far wrong. 

53. Frum the time of the Rajim inscription up to the year 1458 
Sumbut, 1401 A:D., the date of an inscription 

Conquest of Haepol" formerly found in the Wall of the Raepore fort , 
by tire Hybybullsee dy- but now as far as I can learn only eri ting in 
!Iasty. the copy made by Colonel Agnew, there is no 
r ecord of events in Chutee gUlh, but a!; thi in cription records th.e 
praises of Luchmun Dco, a Prince of the Hyhybunsee dynasty, who 
ruled in Ra€pore, and t hose of his son and grandson, it may be presum­
ed that the conquest of Chuteesgurh was effected after 739 and ah()ll t 
1,350 A. D., for the R ajim illscription makes no mention of the Hyhy­
huusee Princes: Nor i it indeed probable th~t they had advanced so 
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far South as Raepore till long after the earliel date, as it is admitted 
that they did not descend from the fastnesses of Lappa till the reiO'u of 
Prithee Deo, who is said to have died in 909.sumbut, 852 A.D.; andfmm 
an iuscription at Ruttunpore tellino- how Bhopal Deo, a Raja who rnled 
from 1145-1183 Sumbut, 1088 to 1126 A.D., was driven from Ru tun­
pore, their new ca~ital, to Mundla by a Rakus, tbey seem to have had 
some trouble in maintaining themselves in the plai~s for many years 
after leaving the hills. 

54. From the inscription in the fort above mentioned it would 
appear that Raepore was ruled by a younger 

Raepore ruled by a branch of the family, but as in the lr:;t of terri. 
younger branch. of the tories and tributary states dated 1583 Sumbul" 
Hybybunsee famlly. 6 . h ' 152 A.D. and sbll extant, t e Pergunnahs of 
the Raepore District are entered among the estates under the imme­
din,te control of the Government, it would appear that the rulers of Rae­
pore were entirely subordinate to the Head of ~he family at Ruttunpore. 

55. This abstract statement of tbe territories and revenues of the 

tatement of revenues 
~f the Ruttunpore king­
dom drawn up by Kul­
!ian Sen. 

Ruttunpore Kingdom purports to have been 
drawn up by the order of Kullian Sen, a Prince 
wbo appears to have been among the best 
of the dynasty, as bis name is still well known 
and revereri in tbe District. He is said to have 

been taken to Delhi and to have lived there for 11 years, during which 
. . time he stood high in the favol' of Akber; but 

Rel~tlOns of KullJan a Kullian Sen died in 1563 A.D. whilc Akber 
Sen ~Yltb Akber. . '. 

only came to the throne In 1556 and did not ap-
proach Chuteesgurh before 1562 A. D., when he led an expedition to 
Malwa and against Durgawatee, the Ranee of Gurha Mundla (now Jub· 
bulpore), it is clear that either the dates must be wrong or the tradition 
false. It may probably, h0wflver, be a fact that Kullian Sen did homage 
to Akber during this expedition, and he may have gone with him to Delhi 
a.nd died soon after his return. His visi to Delhi is mentioned in the 
Deshboee above referred to. He is there said to have received a full 
recognition of his rights to levy tribute from the neighbouring Rajas, 
but nothing is said as to auy tribute paid by himself., 

56. If the Deshboee and the lil:its of Talookdars dated 1629 Sum 
- but, 1563 A.D., at the beginniug of the reign of 

Extent ot the Ruttun. Luchmun Sen Kullian Sen's successor are 
pO!'ekjngu?m and re~ellue O'euuine and r 'see no reason' to doubt it as 
paid by tnbutary clue[s. they ha;e been long preserved in the family 
of Rewaram of Ruttun ore the descendant of the h l'editary 
D ewans of L yhy unsee famil , thE:Y show that in the time 
of Kullian Sen and his son the chiefs of Ruttunpore Were lords 
paramount of a very large extent of country, extending far beyond 
th e limit of Chuteesgurh, which formed, however, the most valu-. 
a ble portion of their dominions. :Besides Ohuteesgurh which 

" 
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t.hey beld in their own hands the neighbouring hill states of Kowrea , 
Sirgoojya, Chuttia (now called Chota) Nagpore, Singhbhoom, Sumbul­
pore, Phooljhur, Kbaronde, Bustar, Ambagurh chokee and Lanjee, a.ll of 
which paid tri1Jute to them; and it may not be out of place to note here 
tbe amount of the tribute paid by each state :-

Ramghur ··1 Rs. 
Pectapgurh · . 21,022 Kowrea 
Sirgoojya · . 
Chuttia Nagpore ... } 5,001 Singhbhoom · . 
Am bagurh chokee ... } 12,000 
Lanjee ... 
Sumbulpore 10,025 
Bustar , .. } 5,015 Kharonde ... 
P hooljhur 6,000 

To defend these territories, an army of about 14,000 men, with 116 ele-
phants, was kept up. 

57. The whole revenue of Chuteesgnrh, within which was included 

Revellues of Ch utees­
gurb under the Hyhybun­
see dynasty, and form.\!' 
prosperity of the country. 

, the whole of the present districts of Belas:eol" 
and Raepor e (except the feudatory states of 
Khyragurh and N,andgaon which belonged to 
Lanjhee, alld Khurrial' and Bindra Nowagurh 
which belonged to Sumbulpore) is stated to have 

amounted t o Rupees 6,57,019, as the same area, with the exception of the 
Droog P ergunnah which was in 1817 attached to Bhundara, produced in 
the lat ter year only 4,15,508 Nagpol'e R upees (though the revenl1e 
had been more than trebled since 1799). The prosperity of t.be country 
under the Hyhybunsee rule as compared with its state fift,y year ago is 
manifeEt, and even if the tradition that the revenue ,in the Hyhybunsee 
times was paid in cowries were true, yet the large numbers of villages 
t hen borne on the rolls as paying revenue attest the prosperity of the 
country. 

58. In determining what portion of this revenue was yielded by 
the present Raepore District, a diffi culty arises 

Reve~ue. of the Rae- from the change of names which bas since taken 
pore dlstnct nnder the place, r endering it impossible in some instances 
Hyhybunsee dJ11~stY. to identify the Pergunnahs with those now 
existing, but the following may be accepted as a very nearly accurate 
statement of 1.he revenue tben assessed on Raepore :-

\ 
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KHALSA PERG UNNAHS. 

:Kame of pergllnnahs. No. of Villages. Revenue. 

Amera 

j Raepore . 
• Khallaree 

/
Droog 
Lowan 
Seerpore 
Tengnajhur (now Kowrea) .• 
Deol'beejah 
Seersa ( doubtful) 
Simgah 
Singungurh (doubtful) 
Ha;jim 

j Patun 
Akulwara (doubtful) 
Mohdee 
SOOl'mar 

84 
640 
84 
84 

252 
84 
R4 
84 
8~ 
84 
84 
84 

152 
. 84 
84 
8JJ 

Rs . 
4,800 

85,600 
3,000 

°15,000 
55,16,0 

5,000 
225 

13,000 
801) 

5,000 
2,300 
9,036 

32,000 
2,845 
3,100 
3,100 

PERGUNNAHS HELD BY SUBORDINATE 

ZEMINDARS. 

I Dhumda Surda 568 15,513 

/ Balod Sunjaree 795 72,156 

/ Dhumturry ... 750 81,212 
Ferungesh wur .. . 84 78 

----
4,333 4,08,925 

Of the Pergunnabs beld by subordinate Zemindars, Dhumda waS 
held by a Gond Raja, Balod ann Sunjaree by the descendant of the Gond 
Raja of Mundla, and Dhumturry by the Kakeir Raja. 

59. Under the H yhybunsee dynasty the Government seems to 
have been a patriarchal aristocracy, the system 

System of Government being derived from the ouds. U oder the no­
under the Byllybunsee made invaders of the Turanian race the unit 
dynasty. h' seems not to aTe been, as among some at 
least of the more civilised Aryans of Upper India, t.he family but the 
cla;n, hence while in Upper India the family developed into the village 
community, among the Turanian races the clan settled themselves in a 
number of neighbouring villages which Were formed into a Talooqua. 
All the original inhabitants of each of these Talooquas were attached to 
their chief by the ties of blood or community of interest. 

• 

o 
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. 60. As long as the original tradition of a connection between the 
members of each Talooqua and of the different 

Str~Dph and weakness 'l'alooqdars with one another uuder a common 
ot the lalooqdaree system c1 ief existed the :lO'O'reO'ate thus formed was a. 
of Chuteesgurh ' 00 b 

. powerful State, formidable alike for attack and 
defence ; but as the hereditary bO!ld of connection was ·weakened by time, 
and the loss of the constant timulus of common action, the parts sepa­
rated from each other and fell easily, one by one, under the yoke of a 
common invader. 

61. Such an invader would r eplace the indigenous chiefs by stran­
gers attaclied to bimself, and bence the systcm would receive a further 
shock from the absence of any bond bctween the new Talooqua 's and 
their subordinat'ls, and this process had probably tak en pl ace once at 
least before tbe conqlle t of the district uy the Hybybunsee Princes. 

62. The Hyhybunsee rLllers introduced a number of ad\Tenturers 
from Hindoostan, making over to them the lands 
.of the older settlers; . and the Ii ts of Belas 01'0 _ 

Talooqdars prepared in t.be time of ucbmun 
en show hat tbo greater part of t.he 'l'alooq- ,.,I 
ars were of foreign extraction. As there are 

no uch lists extant for Raepore it does not appear how far the chaGge 
had been carried in this part of the country, but there can be little 
doubt that the old system bad been even at this time greatly changed, 
while in succeeding generations it was almost obliterated, and not only 
w I"e the older holders ejected from their 'ralooqu:ls, but tOe boundal'ies 

In trod uction of alien 
hy the Hyhybun ees and 
decay of the Talooqdaree 
. ystem. 

6C Talooquas were di rp.garded, and two or threb, or e'Ven single, villages j 
were given to applicants, while th() Gond ryots were swamped by foreign 
settlers. 

63. It is clear that under such a system the ollly bond tbat unit­
ed the whole country was their common dependence upon a united au­
thority, and when that. authority was weakened by the gradual decay of 
the ruling race the Mahrahtas met with little or no opposition when 
they im aded the country. 

64.. The fir.st Mahrahta invasion took place in 1741 A.D. when 
Bhaskul' Pundit, while ou his way to attack Ben-

Con que s t of Chu- gal, defeated Rugboonath Singh, the repreAenta­
tee gurh by the Mahrall- t ive of the older bran(;h of the Hyhybuusee race 
taB. l).t Ruttunpore ; but neither he nor Mohun Singh, 
who WilS put in charO'e of huteesO'urh by Rughojee Bhonsla Raja of 
Nagp0Te in 1745, se:ms to have at first interrer d with Ummel' Singh, 
t))e representative of the youlJger branch ruling' in Raepore. He ?on­
tinued to administer the Government till 1750, when he was qUletly 
ousted and received for hi ll'.aintenance the Pergunnnh of Rajim, Pa­
tun and Raepol'e, for whicb he paid a yearly tribute of 7 ,OO~ R.upees. On 
his death in 1753 his son Seoraj Singh was absent on a pllgnmage ~nd 
the Mahrahta Government confiseated the Perguullahs, but when Blm-. . , 



20 Co 

bajee, the younger brother of J anojee, the heir of Rughojee, assumed the 
Governmcnt in 171>7 he gave Seoraj Singh the viJJa~e of J3urgaon in 
the Raepore Tehseelee free of revenue, nd one rupee on every village 
in the district for hi maintenance. l'bis arrangement continued till 
1822, when in lieu of one rupee on every village in the district Rucrhoo­
nalh iugb, son of. eoroj Singh, received the villages of Gobinda: Moor­
beno, Nandgaon and Bhalesur, all near Burgaon, free of revenue; and 
these he still holdl:!. • 

65. When the Mahrahtas undertook the Government of the coun­
try decay had already, in all probability, reduced 

~te of t!J~ countl·Y at it to a state very much inferior to tb:tt in which 
the time of the Mabrabta it was durin'" the earlier days of the H vhy­
conquest. b 1 n d th ·d f h Bi· J f unsee ru e; an e ral sot e nJwars 0 

Sonekan, a tribe allied to the Boonjias living in the h ills to the east 
of Low an. between the Mahanuddee and the Jonk, had seriously affected 
the prosperity of the eastern Pergunnabs of Lowan, Seerpore, KhulIa-
r ee and the eastern portio.n of Raepore, and a cor:tinuance of these dis­
orders gradually caused their almost total depopulation . So en tirely 
waS the country ruined that the reventJe of the three first named tracts, 
which had amonnted to 63,160 Rupees in 1563 A.D., was r educed to 
between three and four thousand Nagpore Rupees in 1817 A .D., and it 
is only within the last few years that they have begun to recover their 
origi1l31 prosperity. 

66. After the assumption of the Government of Chuteesgurb by 
Sovernment of Raja Bimbajee order was main.t~ined, though chiefly 

Rimbajee. by the strong hand of IDlhtary rule, and some 
efforts were made to harmoni e the Mahrahta 

and Chuteesgurh institution which hod already bee n assimilated by the / 
influi of immigrants accustomed to the vil la!!e l . 

Ev~nts ~ro~ the dea~h system of Upper I ndia. On his death in 1787, 
of BunbaJee lfi 1787 tIll hi widow Anundee Baie manao-ed the country 
] 18 0 

. for a year and was sueceeded by a oobadar, 
Vittul Deokur, who is said to have introduced a form {)f Pergunnah ac­
count on tbe village system known to the Mahrahtas. After his time 
the Government seems to have degenerated into anarchy; insurrections 
were, a is stared by Colonel Agnew, frequent, and the revenue of the 
Khalsa lands was raised in the 18 years from 1799 to 1817 from one 
lac and twenty-six thousand to three lacs and eighty-three thousand • 
Rup~s. rrhe character of the administration may be judg d from the 
descripLion of Major Agnew, in 1819, who says that the coun try « pre­
sented one uniform scene of plunder and oppre sion, uninfluenced by 
any con iuerations but that of collecting by whatsoever means the largest 
amount possible." 

67. After the deposition of Appa Sahib in 1818 the country was 

E t · 1818 taken under British superintendence during the 
ven sm. ··t f h R b· d C mmorl y 0 t e younger ug oJee, an ap-

tain Edmonds was the first officer put in charge of Chuteesgurh. 

• 
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He, howeTer, had scarcely succeeded in putting down the disturbances 
in Dongul'O'lll'b, in the we t of the District, when he died a few months 
after his arrival and was succeeded by Colonel Agnew. 

68. This officer, whose name is still well remembered throughclLlt 
thp- country, was Superinteudent f!'Om It:)! to 

Administration of Colo- 1 25. His first ta k on a.'slllll ing cbarg'e wa 10 
Del Agnew. put down the pretended heil's of the Gond B.Llja 

of Dhu,!!lda who had rebelled, aod to compel the 
Binj\var chief of Sonekan to give up the Government lands he had usurp-
ed during tb~ disturoances. Having r estored peace and adjll tpd the ~ 
large balances of revenue shown as due in the Mahrahta ace UlltS , he 
proceeded to OJ'bd. ise the civil administration. 

69. Finding that tbe divi ion of the Khalsa of Chuteesg'nrh into 
27 Pcrgunnahs only cau ed coofu. ion and dciuy 

Reduction of the num- in the despatch of business, he reduccd thc Dum­
ber ?f Pergunna.hs

r 
and ber to 8, .aftenv:trns altercd to 9, over each of 

• . ~~;~~~~~~ent of .1-..ama- which ~)e appointed a Kama\V~ 'hdae as the chief 
executive and revenue authonty. T he Kama­

wishdars received pay at the rate of 1-!J per cent. on the revenue of 1.I1('ir 
P ergunnahs, and had criminal jurisd ittion in cases of petty theft &c. , 

• with civil powers to decide cases up to the value of 300 B.upees. 

70. Besides the Kamawishdar, tbe Pergunnah Officers were the 
Ameen and Phurnuvis each of whom r ecciv(,d Other Perguunah Of- • 

ficials. pay at the rate of 1 per cent. on th e revenue, 
the hend of the Pu.nchayut, and the llootkars. 

71. The Ameen's duty was to enquire into tIle state of th villngeb 
Duties of Subordinate i~ the P r~unl)ah s, and h.e rep rted ,directl,f to 

Perguuuah Official. tae Supermtendeot, whIle the P ll arouvl"es 
or accountants were under the orders of lhc 

Kamawishdar, and' each Officer was allowed access to the records of the 
other. 

72. The head 9f the Punchayut, called the Pun.ie, wa;:; generally an 

P I P h •· in!luential inhabitant of the Pergunnab, nppoint-
ergunua I une ayu ... ", d Iff 20 R and Bootkars. e on a a ary 0 rom 150 to 0 upees a y ar, 

• to I::luperintend the PUllchayuts or Arbi trators, I 
who were assembled for tt.."1 decision of petty di {Jutes, while tho B uot­
kars of wbom there was one to every 20 or 30 villa~es, used t o collect the 
revenue, receiving each a monthly pay of two-and-ct-haH Rupees. 

73. The absence of all records of former years rendered it impos-

A . t t f P sible t assess the revenue without it'esh and 
ppOlO men 0 an- . . .. . t 1 . i r 1 deys. mmute lnqUltleS 111 0 tIe ClrCll ms ances 0 oaC 1 

villao-e; and accordingly Pandeys were appoilliell 
one to e11ery 20 or 30 village~ to assist the, Ameens, but these o.PP inL­
Plents were abolished after two years. 
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74. Though the vitality of tho lund ~ystem of Chuteesgnrh had 
been o.lmost ' aUliihilated owing- to the causes 

Tl'acc~ ofth~ ~alo?qda- stated in pal' 66 of this r eport, yet the old 
J'~c y tem eXI tmg III the rral ooquas were till numerous in 1818 as the 
tlmc of Colollol Agnow, following remarks quoted from a nport ~f Colo-
nel Agnew's to the Re ident will show :-" I am led to believe that the 
" Gountias of Cbuteesgurh, as contradistiuguished from the Patels, bave 
" different avocations from tbo~e filling the same situa.tion in other parts 
" of the Raja's territories, The Gountias here are the ber ds of the vil­
, lages in wbich they reside, and cannot bold Office in IDo'e than one 
a yjUage ; they are almost invariably inhabitants of tbe country. 'l'be 
"P.w.,t.el on tbe countrary bave authority over a Talooq or several villages, 
(( and are frequently strangers who have obtained the situation from 
" intere t agai nst the Gountias. I have very seldom met wil h complaints 
" 11:om the I'yots. but against the latter they are frequent ," 

75. In consequence of these complaints the Patels, called in Chu­
teesgurh Daos, were set~'l, ide wherever possible, 

Ou tel' of Talooqdars and in all ca es tb~ir remuneration was restrict­
~nd ,I' muneratioll of tho e ed to olle anna in each Ru pee of land revenue; 
lctallled, but though the rralooqdars were removed, yet 
the names and limits of the estates are still in manv cas~s well known 
to the people, more especially in the j-ungles where there has been less 
cbange, and consequently traditions have been more faithfully preserved. 
In SOme instances the 'l'alo0<VLs were found at tbe settlement in thA 
hands of meu ,\ho had beld them from the time of the Ilyhybunsee 
Rajas, thouo,h in ill st inE>tances the boundaries of the Talooqua were 
much altered from what they bad been in ancient times ,; among these 
may be mentioned the GoolJoo Talooqua in B.aepore, of which only three 
villages are now in the hands of the old Gond proprietor, and that of 
Bhooteedeeb in Dhumturry held by a very old family of Kowurs belollg­
ing to a colony whic,h appear to bave been settled in that part of the 
country about the middle of the 16th century. . , 

76. The Gountias who had been originally only the Talooqdal's' 
servants, but who by the frequent change of Ta-

Original p,osition of "il- looqdars had begun t o be looked upon ~s chiefly 
larrc Gountlas or 1\1al- responsible for tbe r evenue, had estahl'llhed a 
gOOZ3.rs. custom which was continued, under which they 
received one plough free of reven ue out of every eight in the village, in­
!;te d of the one or two ploughs they had originally received as payment 
for their service , while on a in every sixteen was aJlott~d for charity and 

, the subsistence of travellers, the latter being dressed by the l'yots. Their 
po ition was still further strengtbened by an 

Powcr of GOl'llltias in- order directing that all complaints must first be 
creased by Cololtel Agnew. preferred to the Gountia, and it was only in case 

of his not being ahle or willing to afford redress 
that the' complainant could apply to the Kamawishdar or Superin-' 
tendent. 

u 
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77. No ietar l'i t iu t e" foun to be claimed 9y-. 
anyone, and the Gountias were s are y 0010-

Po i.tioD of village ne gn w to be liable to be displace~ on ~he 
OOUDU~ uu~c: Co~ouel compla.int of the l'yots, the person oftheu' choIce 
Agnew 8 admllllstratlOu. being named in his stead. . As tbe ~ountias we~e 
at the same time enjoined to lend money and gram to their ryo~s, the~ 
position was theoretically hardly an agreeab.le _one, though practlCally It 
had advantaaes in villaO'es where the Gountla had beld Office for several 

e . " 
generations, or where he was a man of tact or wealth. 

7S. 'rhe great ob tacle to the improvement of the country was the 
"1' t . t' t f mi!?l'atory character of the ryoLs, who having 
!l H(1'a ory JUS mc s 0 v '1' 1 d 

the cultivators. long lost any recog-lllsed pace m the an sys- ) 
tem, and being in many caSl:S immigrants of a ../ 

COml)aratively recent date, had no attachment to the soil and were ready 
to move at the smallest provocation of superstition 01' annoyance-a 
death in th ir family, or even a heada.che, beinO' stated by Colonel Agnew 
to be sufficient cause for a fli tting, and to such an extent had the evil 
O'rown under the oppressive system of r ecent years that the Gountias 
invul'il1bly refused to be re pon ible for the revenue unless the ryots were 
ordered to continue, as had been customary, to pay their rents while the' 
crops were on the ground. 

79. To mitigate this evil every endeavoUl" seems to have been made,' 
Mea.'\ures taken to re- and the Gountias w~re, be~jdes bein.g directeq to 

tain ryots in tbeirvilla,ges. lend money and gralD, strIctly forbIdden to take 
f't-om the ryots more than the Government re..,. 

venue, together with the petty fines for offences which they were allow­
ed to levy, subject to appeal to the Kamawishdars, and the tax on 
widow's marriages, which latter were to be credited to Government. 

SO. This latter order which was strictly consonant with ancient 
cust,om, as the ryots could never be justly calleri 

Form'll' ~ustoms of the upon to pa.y more than the Talooqdar's demand, 
country wIth regard to Seems to have been rescinded two or three years 
I:YOts' payments, afterwards by the Resident, but the custom con-

• tinued to prevail np to the time of the present S~ttlement, except in Til­
lages where the Goulltias could offer advantages to the ryots which 
would compensate them for payments over and above this amount. But 
the scantiue3 of t he population, aLd the quantity of waste land, tended 
to increase the demand for ryots to such an extent as to ~low only of a 
few of the wealthie t men recei ving any thing approaching to what would 
elsewhere be regarded as an equitable rent. Besides the authorised 
cesses abovementioned, the Kullalee, or excise, and Pandree, or house 
tax were collected by the Gountia. The former from the distillers, and 
the latter from occupiers of houses not agriculturists~ 
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81. In assessing the revenue, which was done annually, it was found . 
impracticable for the assessing officer to appot­

System of assessment tion it to each village, and therefore Colonel 
pursued by Col. Agnew. Agnew, following the ancient custom of the Dis­

trict, 'as modified by the Mahrahtae., first fixed 
the amount to be assessed on ea.ch Pergunuah ; this was basen on the 
r eceipt for previous years, and the reports oftlJ.e Ameens and Pandeys, 
the amount being calculated on the number of plouglls at the rate of 
four to sixteen Rupees a plough, and this total revenue was then ap­
portioood to the villages by the Kamawishdar and Gountias together, 
while the Gountia and ryots afterwards decided what sum ea:ch indivi­
dual was to pay.} 

8 . This system, the leading principle of which was to work as 
much as possible through the people themselves, 

.C?lone~ Agnew's ad- was one well suited to the country which rapidly 
numstraCIye systen~ well beO'an to improve. The clearance of the fert ile 
adapted to the CIrcnm- hI b k'l +h h f Dh d stances of the country. ac SOl tracts to " e sout 0 ~mturry an 

Ba10de, the greater part of the RaJlm Pergun­
nah and that of the Eastern part of Raepore which had been allowed to 
lapse into jungle was cammenced, and every where the area under culti. 
vation increased. 

83. The progress of the country is shown by the re'venue of the 
/ P '0" e of the conn- Khalsa of Chuteesgurh which increased from J ~'y ~;de;:Colonel Agnew 3,31,470 Rupees i!1 1818 to 4,03,224 in 1825 or 
and lfis successors. over 21 per cent. lU 8 years. 

84. I n 1825, Colonel Agnew was , !Succeeded by Captain Hunter 
who held charge only for a few months, when Captain Sandys took 
charge and remained till 1828, when he was succeeded successively by 
Captains Wilkinson and Crawford, the latter of whom held till 1830, 
when the Raja attained his majority and the Mahrahta Government was 
restored. 

85. From 1830 ti111854 when Chuteesgul'h with the rest of the 
dominions of the Nagpore Raja lapsed to the 

. Mahrabta administra- British Government, Chuteesgurh was goveru-
, hon from 1830 to 1854. ed by 8001)ahs, but the general system followed 

was the same as that organised by Colonel Agnew, 
and the country seems to have been on the whole well a.dministered, and 
it might have improved rapidly, had it not been for the famines of 1835 
and 44, which checked the increase of the popUlation and ruined 
many . villages. However, on the whole, progress was made, and the 
District was in a much more flourishing condition when taken over iIj. 
1 54, than when Colonel Agnew received charge in 1818. The revenue 
of Raepore alone in ) 85;:;, the year after t.he annexation, amounted t<? J 
2,78,536 Company's Rupees, equal to about 3,25,886 Nagp{)re Rupees, or 
nrfJiearly the revenue paid by the whole of Cliuteesgurh in 1818. 
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86. The first Officer appointed to the charge of Cbuteesgmb after 
the annexation was CaptainJilliQ.t. His juris­

Introduction of British diction, of which the limits were the same al'! ill 
rule in 18?4. and. ·ubse- the time of Colonel A!2'llew inc1udecl not only 
quent ailmlJitlStratlon. h f Oh l'b the w ole 0 uteesgur 1 ut also Bnstar, an 
extent of country which necessitated at first the continuance of a similar 
system of patriarchal Government to that insti tuted by Colonel Agnew, 
but from 1856, when the country was divided into threc 'l'ehseel cs, of 
which two, Dhumturry and Raepore were in tIle Raepore District, a more 
regular system began to be introduced. In 1857, Droog' was made fl 

l'ehseclee, and in.J861, Bela~re was s~'l.rated from Rae ore and 
in ] 863, a fourth Te s e ce at Simga , comp eGng le"Iium e1' l)OW 

existing, was added to Raepore. 

87. Raepore suffered but little during the muLiny, the onl di­

Disturbances suppress­
ed iu 1857, and subse­
quent improvement of the 
country. 

turhances being tho ·e which were excited by 
Narain Singh of Souekan. He was hung in 
1858, and his e tate confi ~cated. Since that 
time the Binjwar raids into the east of the Dis­
trict have been completely discon ti nued, and the 

flourishing tracts of Lowan, SeerpQre and Khullaree, which had 0 long 
suffered from the oppression of these hill tribes, began to be again . 
populated and cultivated, and are noW rapidly becoming or:e of the 
most flourisbing portions of the District. 

88. During the earlier period after tbe annexation assessments 
were made for three years, the assessment on 

As essmeuts from 1854 each village bAing fixed by the Deputy Commis-
to 1862. sjoner, but owing to tue imperfection of the data 

for forming a dep.ision, the r evenue which existed 
at the time of the annexation was but little altered. The following arc 
the successive assessments from 1855 to 1862 :- _ 

Rs. 

1855-57..... 2,78,536-5-8 

1868-60 ... , 3,11)92-11-4 
1861-62 ....• 3,17,819-10-4 

Before the expiry of the last settlement, it was determined to make a 
regular settlemen\ for a lengthened period, and therefore the ettlement 
of 1861 was extended; pending the completion of the preliminary opom­
tions 0t the new settlement. 

89. It only now remains to say a few words concerning tha IIi.'­
tory of the Zemindars and Ji'cudatories helong­
in(j to the Uaepore District. Of the Feuda­
to;ies the oldest is the Kakeir Zemindar, who 
boasts of Rajpoot blood, aFcra descent of fHty 

Ilistol"y of Zemindaree 
and Feuda.tory e5tates, 
Kakeir Feudatory. 

generations. 
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90. The family of the Kbyragul'h chief who i · n. Gond, and whose 
ambition it is to bo refined into a Rnjpoot is an . 

Khyrag1l1'b. old one, but it is only quite of lat years that he 
has gained his pre ent estates. His. family firs~ held tbe petty Pergun­
nah of K1JOlwa in the Salehlekree hIlls, and a httle before th ~ Mabrahta 
invasion, they receiv~d Khymgurh f~'om the Dhumda Raja .. Bimbaj~e/ 
gave them Khummu~la, au~ they g~lOed half of . Dongurgurh In 1~Q. In 
com pen ation for their serVIces agamst the ZemlOdar of that estate who 
had joined Appa Sahib. 

91: The other two Feuda tories of Nandgaon and Kondka are held 
by chiefs of' the Byragee caste, and both owe their 

N andgo.on and Kondka, estates to grants from the Mahrn htaQ , and have 
alias Chooeekadan. beeu quite recently settled in the District. The 

Nandgaon chief received half of the D ngur­
gurh estate for bis services against A pp~ Sahib. 

92. Of the Eastern Zemindarees, the old st are tbe FeruDgesh r 
and Bindra N owagurh Zemindarees. Both belong 

Fcruugeshwul' Bindra to Gond families of very ancient datc. 'l.'he 
Nowagul'h and Kbul'l'iar. latter of these was subject to umbulporc. 

Khul'ial' though comparatively recently made into 
a separatc estate is held by a very old Rajpoot family de cmded from 
one of the Patnn Rajas, who gave it as an appanage to his younger Gon 
orr his marriage with the daughter of thc J eypore Itaja. 

93. Soormar and Kowreea, held by Gonas, were Kholsa Pergun­
. nah ~n the time of Kullian Sen, but being held 
Soormar, K 0 WI' e e 3., continuously by t be old Talooqdars and their 

NUI'l'a and Deore . de ccndants, have established a claim to be re-
garded as Zemindars, while Nurra is an off-shoot 

of Khurriar, and Deoree was formerly attached to SonekanJ and is still 
held by a Binjwar chief. 

94. Of tha Southern Zemindarecs, Lobara and Goonderdehee ~re 

Lobal'a. and 
ooboe boojee 
rar["u:d. 

Khalsa Talooquas, and were given about. the com­
Goouder- mencement of the 16th Century by the Hyhy­
and Wo- bUD ee Princes to the a.ncestors of the present 

Zemindnrs as the reward of Military servic~. 
Lobar:!. being given to a Gond chief, and Goonderdehee to a Kawur. The 
Khoojee Zemindarce is of very recent date, being given by the Mahrah­
tas to a Mussulman family, who still holds it, while the diminutive tract 
of Worarbund is held a a compassionate allowance by the representative 
of the old Zemindars of Dongurgurh, whose family had been ou ted by \ 
the chief who joined Appa Sahib in 1816, and whose estates were con­
fiscated and divided between the chiefs of Nandgaon and Khyragurh. -

• 

o 
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95. Of the N orth-Western Zemindarees, the family of the Purporee 
chief is probably the most ancient, a he is So de­

PUl'porce aud &bas- scendant of the old Gond Raja of Dhnmda, who 
porc Lohara. held the country from a time anterior to the 

Hyhybunsee conquest. The Z mindar of Lohara 
Sahaspoor is a Gond, belonging to the family of the Pundureea Zemin­
dar. The family is a very old one, a it i mentioned as existing in the 
Deshboee of Kullian Sen, drawn up in 1526, A.D., but the grant of this 
Zemindaree is modern, the estate having been conferred on the grand 
father of the present Zemindar by the Mahrahta Government. 

96. The families of 'the Gond Zemindars of Gundye, 8ilheteo, 
Burbuspore and Thakoortola are much more 
recent. The Gundye, 8i1hetee and Burbuspore 

Gundyc, Silhetee, Dur- chiefs are descended from a family, who are said 
buspol'c and Thakool'tola. to have conquered theil' present territory from 

the petty chiefs of Kholwa, the ancestors of the 
" chief of Khyragurb. The ancestor of the Tha.koortola Zemindar received 

a grant of the estate from Rughojea in 1840, A.D., 8umbut 1783, on 
the expulsion of the former chieftain who was found guilty of plunder 
a.nd robbel1. 
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CHAPTER III. 

CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE AND RESOURCES 

OF THR COUNTRY . 

../ 
. 97. The first census taken in Chuteesgurh seems to have been that 

made in 1820-21 by Colonel Agnew, but I have 
I. Population- census of not been able to find any records showing the 

1820-1. area over which it extends or the manner in 
which it was made, but even if it only gives the 

population of the Khalsa area of' Belaspore and Raepore, the number of 
5,71,915, inhabitants would only give about 50 persons to the square 
mile. If this could be relied on as an accurate enumeration of the 
p~ople, it would show more forcibly than any words could do, the wretch­
ed condition to which the country was then reduced. 

v 98. The next census taken was on the night of the 5th November 
. 1865. The population then counted, amounted to 

Census of 1865. Popu- 952,754 souls, or about 101 persons to the square 
Ja~ou of Khalsa and Zo- mile over the whole area of the Khalsa and the 
mmdaree estates. Oh . d l' f 'h F uteef:gurh Zemm arees, axc USlve 0 t e eu-
datories and the wild tracts of Khurriar and Bindl'::t Nowagurh. In the 
Khalsa, the total population was 835,874' souls, giving, after deducting 
the 1,350 square miles of uninhabited waste, an average of about 130 
persons to the square mile; while in the more populous portions of. the 
Dhumtul'l'y Tehseel, the population is from 210 to 230 per square mile. 

J 99. In the Feudatory estates the popUlation was found to amount 
to 317,275 souls, giving an average of about 108 • 

:Population of Fenda- persons,' and if the wild tract of K akeir be ex-
tory states. eluded, the popUlation will be about 140 to the 

square mile; while in Khurriar and :aindl'a Nowa­
gurh, tht) total populat ion was only 52,633 souls, or about 18 to the 
square mile. 

Census statistics, 100. The following extracts from the cen­
sus statistics may Le interesting :-
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NUMBER OF H OUSES. 

Khalsa. 

156,765 

Zemindarees. Khurrial' & Bindra Feudatories. Nowagurh. 
39,217 5,655 65,754 

a.i '"0 ' 
IV ~Z en 

c:i 
IV .2l 
~ ~<eA ... 

." 0 
~ "C .- ... r.. ..., 

~ 
~ r.. '"0 ::I c:l ·s :: ::l 100 "'C 

..Q~~ ;:; 
Q) Q) 

N 1:4 ~ 

Adult Males .. ...... . 220,550 31,339 13,492 81,08.') 

Males under 14 ...... 201,360 27,661 12,949 78,4~0 

Adult Females •• • •• • 240,239 34,254 14,670 88,981 

F~males unde\' 14 . . . 173,205 23,626 11,522 68,7 9 

PRINCIPAL CASTES . 

en '0 I 
Q) ~ 0 en 
Q) C3Z .2l ... r.. • r.. C3 C<lc:l..<:l 0 

~ "'C .- '- ... ..;> 
rn Cl 

b"'C 6b C":! 

~ ·s "'C C;S 
..<:I 

::I.:: C<l ;:; "'" Q) ~cq ~ Q) 0 
~ N ~ .... ~ ~ 

- - -
10bumal's • • .••... 163,226 8,005 1,471 1. ,619 18G,~:, 1 
l'elees ••.. . . . •••. 133,950 1 4·,0~2 646 32,717 181,33.5 

' Gond .... . . . .. • ... .. 109,379 34,618 20,444 58,457 222, 9 
Aheer . .. • .• .•• ... 3,803 10,U70 4,688 28,110 I;W,6 71 
Koormee ....... . 45,494 2,335 Hl 2,431 50,377 
Gaodn. 01' Punka .. ~W,33 1 5,466 4,69 (} 16,729 67,22 ii 
Khewut •.••.• • . • . 32,98 3,4.25 740 ~,O23 46,1 76 
Hulba · ... ....... 21,966 1,792 2,374 3,549 29,681 
Mural' · ..... ..... . 16, 68 6,532 2.649 9,969 . 3,61 
Muhra .. . . ... .. . 15,2n 3,61.0 543 9,431 2 , 5(i 
Brahmin •• • •• ' 0. 14,949 935 23H 13,6l9 29,7·'u 
Kular . ..•.• ...• ••. 13,313 3,1 () 3,726 6,959 ·~7,783 
Koar ............. 1l,u08 2,391 102 14,112 28,113 
Dhobin ...... ... .. . 11,910 1,502 344! 5,032 18,78::; 
Koshta · ... ..... ... 10,908 5 9 152 6,729 18,37 
Rajpoot •••.••. . .. 6,492 751 H,64G 21,8 9 

, 
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OCCUPATIO.l ;S. 

<kl 00 
0 

. ::1 Q.) 

d ~ .,; . ~ ~ ~ .~ 

Agriculturists. 
en Q) ./:: '"0 bo 0 

] S! Q) ..... .... '"'" c ~ ~ 
Q) cd ::J i:;q t:: '"0 

~ N"O ~ Z :j 
Qt 

c;;. 

Landholders .. .......... 11,459 1,323 220 3,206 

Tenallts ..... ...... ...... . ~34,962 51,496 38,827 175,579 

Farm Servants ... ....... 4,351 .. , 394 1,006 

Cowherds .. ...... ~ ...... 29,889 2,938 ~,380 8,731 

'hepherds .. . .. . ........ . 1,517 1,8 .2 42 557 

• 
.j NON -AG RICULTURIS'l'S . 

0 ~ ~ vi 
ti ~ ~ ~ ~ .~ 

"0 • .... 
Principal Traders. .$ I"l til .~ ~ ~ 0 

~ '13 ~ 
..... 

.... >: 0$ 

~ :j.- ~ '"0 
Q) ..::l~o ~ N I:::l:l Z ~ -

• 

( 

:Bankers .. . . .. . . .. .... .... 4,045 76 ... 20B 

Grain-sellers .. .... ... .. . 4,782 1,281 464 1,122 

Clotb Merchants ..... . 1,094 ... .. . 225 

,y orkers in hon ..... . 5,771 863 1,679 l ,90B 

Dsil v~~" ~~~~ .~~.~ } ,1,399 
, 

108 93 263 

Do. ill Copper } 
and Brass .... .. 1,030 30 206 91 

Weaver ........ ... ....... 28,579 13,522 134 11,158 

Potters ............... .. . 3,330 682 100 703 

Carriers or Bunjaras ... 4,743 877 1,759 830 

Beggars .................. 10,396 2,043 2,128 *20,982 

~ Of these 19,236 are ill Khyragurh. 
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../ 101. The above statistics show an excess of the adult female po­
pulation over the male, and of infant males over 

Proportion of female to the infant females. These differences nearly 
malo PQPuJatic,D. I balance each other, and produce nearly an equa-

lity between the two sexes, the males slightly 
preponderating; the proportions of females being as followli :-

Khalsa 49'49 per cent. of £ males. 

Zemindarees 
Rhurriar and Bindra 

wagurgh 

49'52 do. do. 

Feudatories 

N~: } 49'76 

49'13 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

102. There are few data in existenco for determining the progress 
of the population, as the returns of birth~ and 

Probable rate of in- deaths are not so perfect as to render them relia­
c:ease of the popula- ble guides in the inquiry, and perhaps the best cri­
tlOn. t erion to be found is the ratio between children 
and adults, as compared with the standard tables given in appendix 0 of 
the north-west census report. According to these tables the ro.tio 
betweeu children undtll' 14 years of age, and adults ought, in a popula­
tion increasing at the rate of 2 per cent. per annum to be ;-

Children 
under 14. Adults. 

57'62 42'37 . 
The census papers show the following results for this Distr.ict :-

Adults. 

Khalsa 5fH6 
Zemindarees 56'63 
Khurriar and BindraNowagurh .• 66'06 
Feudatories 53'18 
Average over the whole District. 55'23 

Ohildrel1 
under 14. 

44'8~ 

43·36 

33'93 
46'51 
44'76 

So that if the average term of life were the same in India as in Europe; 
the increase of the 0pulation ought to be nearly 2! per cent. per 
annum. Probably, however, the average of life is shorter for India than 
for European countries, and hence calculations founded on Euxopean ex­
perience qannot be accepted as conclusive in this country, while 8S the 
census was t ken at the close of a long series of periodical visitations of 
cholera and small pox, these disturbing influences must not be over .. 
looked. On the whole it seems probable that an increase of 2 per cent. 
yearly in the population may be looked for during the next 20 years, 
provided epidemicil occur less frequently than in tAo past. 


