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STATEMENT of the Principal- Exports and Imports
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 of the Raepore District from 1863-64 fo 1807-68.:—Contined.
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215. Of this trade by far the most important part is that between
Raepore and Nagpore.  This traffic follows two
Trade routes to Nag- principal routes, one along the Great Eastern
pore. road and the other by aline about twenty miles
to the north passing through the town of Kh-
ragurh and thence by Kampta and Toomsur in Bhundara to Nagpore,
Of these routes the Great Eastern road carries the great bulk of the
traffic which goes direct from Raepore. The route through Khyragurh
is chiefly used by the inhabitants of the North-West of the District. A
large portion of the traffic to the south is carried along a route passing
through Cheezgurh in the Bhundara District to the south of the Great
Eastern road, branching off from the latter a little to the east of
Moondeepar.

216. The trade with the Eastern coast is chiefly carried by a route
running South-East through Fingeshur and the
Route to the Easten North-East of the Bindra Nowagurh Zeminda-
coax, rees, whenee it turns due south through the val-
ley of Khuriar, and thence through Joonagurh _
and Jeypore to the coast. This route is joined in the Jeypore State by
another running south from Sehawa, along which a great deal of the
traffic passes.
217. The trade with Jubbulpore is not as yet of much importance
to the District generally, and but little of the
Routes to Jubbulpore.  produce except that of a portion of the North-
> West of the District follows this route. The two
principal lines along which this traffic is carried are that by the Chilpee
Ghat in the Belaspore District by Bidira to Mundla, and that over the
Moisur or Peepardhar Ghats in the Gundye and Lobara Suhuspore Ze-
mindarees of this District, and thence by the village of Bher, about ten
or twelve miles to the south of Mundla to Jubbulpore.
218. Besides these routes others less frequented are those through
Balod and Downdee in the Downdee Lohara
Other routes. Zemindaree to Wyragurh on the Wein Gunga
o in the Chanda District, and that vii Dhumturry
and Kakair to Bustar and the Godavery.

219. The export trade, though it has increased largely in late
years, has by no means reached the limits of the

- Larga surplus of expor- production of the country. The area undér
table over, exported pro- - culti¥ation of wheat and rice, the two principal
3 04 A exports are, exclusive of the Feudatory States,
for which no statistics exist, 168,181 acres of wheat and 1,042,508 aeres
of rice, yielding about 1,177,267 maunds of wheat and 11,004,030 mauunds
- of clean rice. Even supposing that one seer of clean rice per head is
~ daily consumed by each mhabi&lt of the Khalsa and Zemindaree estates
(a vexx liberal allowance, considering that half the population are under
14 and that a very large proportion live principally on Kodo) there will,
after making a deduction for seed at the rate of 60 seers of paddy per
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acre, remain 1,528,319 maunds (54,585 tons) of rice available for export,
while of wheaf, of which there is searcely any consumption within the
Distriet there will be at least 100,000 maunds (35,714 tons) which can

: be exported exclusive of the produce of the Feudatory States. The

4 average exports of the last five years from the whole District, including
th@Feudatory States as shown by the Trade returns, are 170,296 maunds
(5,082 tons) of rice and 314,689 maunds (11,238 tons) of wheat, or only
about a seventh of the quantity which the District could spare, for the
8tates of Nandgaon, Khyragurh, and Chooeekudan could supply nearly
a third of the produce of the Khalsa lands.

220. The trade however as carried on now, has probably reached

a limit at which it will be stationary or nearly

_Expenses of carriagea <o for many years—as the expenses of export are
hindrance to further ex- 5o great as to require a very high price at the
PARG _Of ¥iagle. selling market to compensate the dealer for his
risk even if he purchase at extraordinarily “16w rates. Thus at present
the average rates oft-carriage to Nagpore or Jubbulpore are 15 Rupees
per cart or 3 Rupees per bullock, each eart will carry about 16 maunds
and each bullock about 3 maunds. “Thus taking the cart-load of 16

) maunds the cost of load and expenses will be as follows :—
» p
h Cost of load of wheat or rice o ... 16 Rupees.
Cart hire ... 5a WA b Y PP g
Contingencies v RIS, (€174
: R
Total...... 33 Rupees. *

So that to realise a profit of 10 per cent. the grain must be sold at about
17 seers for the Rupee, and even if by giving advances, or owing to a
large harvest, he gets the grain at the very low price of 1 Rupee for 2
maunds of clean rice (the lowest average price during the last five years)
he must still sell at not much less than 24 seers per Rupee to realise his
profit, and the same calcnlation will hold good with bullocks, while the
demand for carts and bullocks caused by any very great extension of the

" traffic would so raise tne rates of rice as to very soon absorb any extra

+ profit which might be obtainable from a great rise of prices in the ex. °
terior markets,

221. Bat though the limits of profitable trade for dealers have
. " been nearly reached, the same cannot be said of
. Probable increase of that carried on by theryots; and those who have
direct export by ryots.  carts and bullocks of their own and leisure time
i i ' to spare can afford to sell their grain at much
- lower rates than professional dealers, and it is therefore in the trade .
m:;ed ied on by them that any great increase in the exports is to be looked
for u"‘dl} many f?m their own_exporters, and as the people ad-
mu‘\th the number will probably increase yearly,
; A 4 dig : k. '

t
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222, Education can scarcely be said to have as yet made any
sensible progress in the District and though the
VII1. EDUCATION. 58 schools now iu existence with a daily atten-
Small number of Schools. dance of 2,355 pupils show a great advance upon
’ the total blank which existed ten years ago when
there was not a school in the District, yet a great deal of up-hill work
remains to be done before any sensible impression can be made on the
prevalent mass of ignorance. v L e
223. This ignorance affects not only the agricultural but also the
oty land holding classes, out of whom not a fourth
All classes ignorant. can read and write, nor is there any respected
and influential literary class whose example
would act as a stimulus to the people. T have spoken to a great number
of the malgoozars on the subject but they none of them seem to see that
education can be of any wuse to a people whose chief occupation is agri-
culture, and till it can be shown to pay, education will make but little
progress. It is to be haoped thaf the Settlement now made will do
something to supply the required motive power by forcing the mal-
goozars to keep accounts more accurate than those kept under the rough
and ready system formerly prevalent. :
224. The general condition of the people till within the last few
years may be shortly described as one of rude
IX., GENERALCON- plenty and comparative comfort combined with
;,)]]}‘,IOI‘ OF THEPEO-  ytter. stagnation—one which almost realised a
s state which some philosophers have considered
o General prosperity. as the ideal of happiness. They knew’ little of
" the value of time, the division of labour, or the
perturbations of trade. Each family had sufficient to support life with-
out exhausting labour, and the wealthiest had little to boast of in point

of comfort over his poorer brethren. Debt was only a luxury for a few .

hardy speculators, and among the land holding population there were
very few who owed anything to speak of, as they had no recognised right
in their villages and were liable to be turned out at any time by the
Muhratta Government ; no one would lend them any thing on the secu-
rity of their lands, and though their cattle were generally numerous yet
they represented too small a value in money to allow of debts being con-
tracted on such security, and when a malgoozar was in want of money
his only resource was to give up his village, sell the greater number of
his cattle, and take to cultivating on a small scale. The few landed
prietors who are in debt are men introduced lately under the Mahratta
rule, and who have contracted debts in their capacity of traders, not as
land holders. W«
225. With regard to the ryots similar causes operated, and though
; many ryots got seed grain from the malgoozar
But few debtorsemong  for which they paid twenty-five per cent. inter-

the cultivators. est, yet these debts p: but lightly on thm:J

and as they were generally paid in grain were
almost always settled at the end of each harvest. yAt present, as far as

(]
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can be ascertained, about one-third of the ryots borrow seed grain, but
most pay from year to year and there are few or none who have old
accounts pending.

226. Under these circumstances with an industrious population
- free from debt, well supplied with grain and
Fhture prospects of the enriched beyond all former example by several
Raepore District. ears of a trade more active than has been,
Kitherto known, Raepore has much to hope and
little to fear for the future. Except the isolated position of the District
there is nothing to hinder its progress, but at present where there is so
much scope for improvement within its limits this hindrance will not be
much felt, and it can wait in patience for the day when it will be brought
nearer to the outer world and when perhaps it may find itself called on
to supply to necessities of manufacturing centres yet to be created for
the development of the metallic wealth of the hills of Central India,

»,
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CHAPTER 1V,

L
* IV.—OPERATIONS PRELIMINARY TO SETTLEMENT.
; DEMARCATION OF BOUNDARIES.

227. The demarcation of village boundaries in the Raepore

District has presented little or no difficulty.

Demarcation of village The litigation Wwas of the simplest description,

boundaries easy. and the large limestone slabs found in most

rivers and mﬁlahs made capital boundary marks.

.Square platforms of stone or’brick have been built at all the trijunc-

tion points, and trees: have been planted near the corners of each

platform, so that its position will always be easily recognised even if
the platforms should disappear. '

228. The demarcation of jungle wastes has been a much more
difficult matter than that of the village lands.
_Difficulty of demarca- These wastes are for the most part ard tracts
oy a“mgle P ﬁlg:]‘]]‘f of irocky and almost unculturable soil, only
3dopt::ir.l R y valmable for their jungle produce. It'was
clearly not worth while to incur any great
expense in marking the boundaries of such plots in a country remote
and difficult of access, and therefore the two most effectual means of
demarcation, the erection of masonry pillars, and the cutting of broad
lines through the jungles, were found to be impracticable. Among the
sand-stone and gneiss formations of the jungle tracts large slabs similar
to those used to demarcate the village lands were not procurable, and
small stones were useless in the thick forest. Wells were tried as a
means of marking the trijunction points, but in most places the soil
was too rocky, and where they could be dug they were found to be soon
filled up by falling leaves and rubbish. The mode of demarcation
finally adopted was that of erecting square platforms of stone cemented
with mud from three to three and a half féet high at the trijunction
points, while for the intermediate marks pyramids of similar construc.
tion were made.

229. Insome very arid tracts, especially in parts of the Dhum.

: turry and Sehawa jungles, even this last method
Mode of demarcating was found to be impracticable owing to the dif-
remote and arid jugle fioylty of procuring water, and in place of the
g stone platforms and pyramids, large logs four
feet high were placed in the centre of a frame work of stakes and thein-
tervals filled up with earthrammed hard, It remainsto be seen how
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long these latter marks will last, but I believe that if looked to they wiil
be fairly durable and even when altered in shape by successive rains and
the attacks of white ants they will always be conspicuous objects.

23). Before undertaking measurements in the District it was
Gt found necessary to teach the Putwarees the use

I1. MEASUREMENT. of the plane table and eompass, and accordingl
Tustruction of Putwa. & school for this purpose was organized in MarcK
rees. 1863, and continued during the hot weather and
the rains. By the beginning of the cold weather

. of 1863-64 all the Putwarrees, 79 in number, had learnt the prineiples of

of mensuration, but it required a full ycar of regular work before the
greater number of them had acquired much aptitude, and as there was
only a small staff of Ameens there was not much work got through till
the working season of 1864-6G5.

: GRS

231. The method of survey adopted was that known as the Pun-

Jab system, and megsurements were made in Eng-

Systemof measurement.  lish acres, as n0 "local bigha was known to the

people, and though they had attained wonderful

accuracy in determining the area of land according to seed sown, yet

the diffefence hetwéen the kundee of rice and the rubbee land made it
impossible to adopt it as a standard.

232. The measurement of the District was begun in November

, 1862, and was finally. ecompleted in May 1868,

Time occupied in mea-  During these six yearg’ time 9.648 square miles

surement. were measured, giving-an average of about

1,600 square miles yearly, but as during the firgt

two years, owing to the ignorance of the Putwarees, the work progressed

slowly, and only 720 square miles were finished, so that for the last four

vears the average area measured bas been over 2,200 square miles yearly,

measured by a staff of Ameens and Putwarees averaging 85 in number,

233. The quality of the measurements is I think, 1 may fairly say,

as good as could possibly be expected.” The

Quality of measure- maps correspond almost exactly with those of

« ments. the Surveyors, and I have rarely found the dis -

; tances more than a link or two out in those

villages I have tested. There are mistakes I have no doubt, but I have

been dstonished at the aceuracy with which the innumerable small rice

fields have been delineated in most of the maps, and I have found those
made by the Putwarees in no way inferior to those of the Ameens.

234. But though the maps agree with the Survey measurements

. . yet theareas as extracted in the Settlement

th&fﬂﬂﬁ&ﬂ:}:p%:gg papers show very considerable discrepancies

iy orel Dtickepancica when compared with those of the Survey and in

owing to excessivelysmall 8 per cent. of the villages in that part of the

‘size of fields. District when the Survey has been completed,

: s \ the area in the Settlement papers is more than

- 10 per cent. less Qhan those of the Surveyors. The cause of this dis-

-
e
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crepancy is the excessively small fields into which the  greater number
of the Raepore villages are divided, ail of which must be measured and
delineated separately, as no ryot even holds two contiguous fields.

235. As an instance of this excessive sub-division, Mohra, a large
village in the Raepore Pergunnah, may be taken.
Instance of excessive The area of the village as showniin the Settle-
sub-division. ment papers is 2,684 acres, and the number of
fields measured and shown on the map is 8,040.
Out of this whole area 647 are waste and have been measured in 23
blocks, leaving for the 2,037 acres of cultivation 8,017 fields, giving
about one rood as the average size ot each field, and as the area of the
fields under rubbee crops is seldom less than one acre, the area of most
of the rice fields is below this average. With trustworthy surveyors
the areas might have been taken out correctly on the spot at the time
of measurement, but with the lialf educated Ameens and Putwarees it
would have been impossible to de tliis” without an amount of supervision
which it was perfectly impossible to “give without materially delaying
the completion of the Settlement, and the only way in which an approxi-
mately correct area could be obtained was by taking out the areas on
the map with talc squares during the rainy season.

236. This is but an unsatisfactory mode of working even when
the fields are of considerable size, and in spite
Tmperfection of method  of careful testing it was found to be impossible
ﬁ;:;f;;i‘g“g areas bY ¢o do more than make a rough guess ul the
’ y areas of each of these diminutive fields, as
shown on a scale of two acres to the inch, an error of a few poles in
each field could not be detected, and these errors accumulated to a
large amount when spread over so many separate numbers ; and consi-
dering the difficulties of the work I would submit that the success
attained is as great ds could have been expected. I hope that in
Dhumturry, where the fields are much larger than those of Raepore,
Simgah and Lowan, the percentage of error will be found to be much
below what has been found in the tracts hitherto surveyed.

237. 1 may further remark on this point that in every instance
i where there is important difference between the
Settlement area invari- - Survey and Settlement areas the latter are less
;::lx); ﬁ’é?g;e:g:y ane than the former, and that consequently the
hardship to the people.  ©rror has not resulted /in over assessment,
: while the revenue fixed at Settlement is so
largely in excess of that formerly paid, thate it cannot well be raised
more at present, so that Government practically suffer no loss.
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238. The 'general principles laid down for the decision of pro-
prietary right cases were those given in Section
1II. PROPRIETARY  II. of the Settlement Code. They may be
RIGHT ENQUIRIES.  ghortly summarised as follows :—All fixed rights,
» General principles fol- claims and interests, however they should bave
loyed in proprietary right =~ grown up, should be recognised, proprietary right
o g being conferred on such claimants as were shown
to possess the best rights, and that in villages
where the malgoozars had possessed only an occasional and interrupted
right the old ryots who had held the fields since 1840 should be declared
proprietors of their holdings, paying their revenue through the mal-
goozar who was to receive a suitable allowance for the charges of
collection.

239. Asthe Taloogdaree systeth of the District had been quite
broken up and the representatives of the cld
Proprietary rights ge- Talooqdars- had almost all disappeared, the
nerally conferred on vil- Gountias or yvillage malgoozars were the only
G 3 R class that possessed any prescriptive rights at
all.  The villages in most instances owed their existence to the Gountia,
i and when he disappeared or ceased to provide the ryots with grain, the
. village quickly became depopulated. For many years they had been
. considered solely responsible for the Government revenue, and though
there was an idea among the ryots that the malgoozar could not take
from them more than the Government revenue, this idea, as shown in
a former portion of this report, owed its origin to a reminiscence of the
position of the Gountias under the Talooqdaree system, and was main-
tained principally because the low prices and want of trade had rendered
the levy of anything hike rent impossible, and the infringement of the
rule had begun to be common before the commencement of the Settle-

ment.

240. As the ryots had in almost all cases been settled in their
villages by the Gountias, their rights were clear-
Rights of ryots inferior ]y not supeiior to those of the men who had
to those of malgoozars.  given them their holdings, and who had in most
' instances supplied them with the means Ly which
they had prosperity, and consequently in the great majority of the villages
of the District the malgoozars were declared proprietors. ~ Of the greater
s - number, 373 villages, where the malgoozars had only held an occasional
* printerrupted right, many were recently founded, and the term of the
ryots residence was, subsequent to that of the malgoozar; while in vil-
lages, founded before 1840, which had passed into the hands of new
- Gountias, few of the ryots, owing to the custom of changing their fields,
- fulfilled the conditions of having held their lands since 1848, and it was
~ onlyin villages in the south of the District, where the custom of distri-
- buting the fields had not been observed, that there were any ryots found
- entitled to proprietary rights. & il i

3
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241. It however appeared to be inequitable that certain ryots
should merely from observing a custom -which

Relief afforded to ryots had prevailed from time immemorial in the Dis-
"".‘°th"'d lf’fﬁg“{)"“ t‘:}"l‘;‘" trict be deprived of rights to which they would
g:?tggrré;ms. Y C8*  have been entitled, and consequently the Go-
vernment of India, upon the répresentations ef

Mcr. G. Campbell, Chief Commissioner, ruled that all old ryots who would
otherwise have been entitled to rights, but who had lost them from hav-

ing changed their fields, should be declared ryots with rights of occu- -

pancy holding at fixed rates, and consequently those who could, except:
for this custom, have been declared proprietors, have received equiva-
Jent rights under another name.

242. Besides the village malgoozars there were found at the time

of Settlement two other classes of land holders

Description of Tahoot- in the District, known as Tahootdars and Zemin-

daree tenure. dars. The Tahootdaree. tenure was one created

by the Mahratta Government, and the Tahoot-

dars were in fact holders of clearance leases. The tracts made into Ta-

hoots were generally wild and remote, and they were granted for terms

of years varying from three to ten years, but the leases contained no

clause entitling the holder to a renewal of the grant, nor was such
renewal allowed as a rule.

243. At the time of Settlement there were four Pergunnahsin the
District held by Tahootdars, namely, Seerpoor,
. Fergunnabs ~ held by TLowan, Khullaree and Sehawa. Of these, Lowan
éuah:i?'t'd::st}) %:ngffm.?g had been held by the present lessee since 1848
rin%ts.y A.D., Seerpoor since 1843, A.D., while Khullaree
ki and Sebawa had only been held since 1858 A.D.
Enquiries showed that the expense and trouble of clearing and popu-
lating the villages founded since the lease of the Pergunnah, had fallen
upon the sub-lessees, who had received loans of grain and money for the
purpose from the Tahootdars, but as all these loans were given at 25 per
cent. interest the Tahootdar cleared a profit by the operation and in-
curred no expense. To ignore the rights of these sub-lessees was im-
possible, and the case of the malgoozars of the older villages was still
“ stronger, as most of them had held their villages from a time long before
the tenure of the Government lessee.

244. Upon these facts being represented to the Chief Coromissioner

he ordered that the proprietary right enquiries

Ouders of Chief Com- ghould be made in each village of these estates,
missioner With regar(0  and that each case should be decided on its own
P ocidaree wstates. " merits; that the Tahtootdar should receive full

yproprietary right in all villages which he had
managed directly or in which he had claims superior to those of the sub-
lessees ; but in all other villages recently founded such partial rights as
he appeared to be justly entitled to should be awarded to him, and in

)

%
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. old establiched villages the rights of the old malgoozars alone should be
recognised, except in villages where the Tahootdar had expended a spe-
cial amount of eapital on improvements. ; i
245, When enquiries under these instructions were begun in Khul-
PRI, laree and Sehawa, the Tahootdars declined to
_Results of proprictary accept any rights unless they were declared su-
Yl‘-fhtzs_“‘l“.“'m in thesé poyior proprietors in all willages,—a demand
o i . which being clearly inadmissible was not acceded
to. - In Lowan out of 336 villages the Tahootdar received partial rights
in 90, and full proprietary rights in 24 villages of the Pergunnah ; while
in Seerpoor, out of 42 villages the Tahootdar reccived full proprietary
rights in 31 villages, and partinl rights in 7 villages. As the Lowan
Tahootdar was not able to prove that he had expended one sixpence in
the improvement of the villages founded by sub-lessees after he had
acquired the Pergimnah, his exertions being entirely confined to bring-
ing in “ Thikadars” and lending them money and grain, & malikana of
10 per cent. on the juma, assesscd on all villages founded since he got
the lease, was considered a sufficient reward for his exertions. In Seer-
poor, the Tahootdar was shown to have taken a more direct part in the
management and clearing of some of the villages in which a subordinate
»  proprietary right had been awarded to the sub-lessees, than had been
. done by the Tahootdar of Lowan, and’ consequently in four of these vil-
lages he was declared entitled to sums varying from one half to one-third
of the net profits, while in the remaining three he only got 10 per cent.

246. The Zemindaree estates had always been held upon a pecusg,
lar teuure. They paid to the Government a
- Zemindaree tenires. much smaller proportion of their profits than
: < was paid by the khalsa malgoozars, and were
*. always aliowed to collect the Pandree and Abkaree dues as part of their
k assets, and Government, though it never relinquished the right to do so,
had seldom  interfered in the internal managemént of their estates.
Many of these estates had descended from father to son through a long
line of ancestors, and in all of them the tenure of the Zemindar was far
older than that of all but a very few of the oldest khalsa malgoozars,
and very muchi exceeded that of any of the sub-lessees holding villages’
under them. But though the rights of these sub-lessess were by no
“means so strong as those of the Zemindars, yet in cases where they had
founded the villages held by them or had expended money on them
and had remained in possession for a long term of years, they had
clearly acquired rights which were entitled to recognition. )
 247. In enquiring into these cases the general principles followed
. were those laid down in the Chief Commissioner’s
4 les followed in = Memorandum of the 16th December 1864 on
”‘}b‘d Suboréi=- Thekadaree tenures in the Nursingpore and

aindd- - Hoshungabad Districts. The documentary evi-
1b-lessees in%mdmenﬂaguhaﬁneverbeenmmd :

ey
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in the District office, and it was almost useless to search the Zemindaree
offices for records dating more than three or four years back ; but as the
statements of the claimants were rarely disputed, the cases were in prac-
tice decided without much difficulty, chiefiy because there were so few
in which the sub-lessee claimed to bave held for more than ten or twelve
years at the most. : : ®

248. Thesystem that had generally been practiced in these estates

was about the worst it is possible to conceive.

Bad system of leases in  Leases were granted from year to year, the long-

Zemindarees. est term being for three years, and at the end of

the lease it was only renewed, provided that no

one appeared who offered more for the village, or that the lescee consen-
ted to out-bid all other claimants.

249. Under such a system the sub-lessee had no chance of mak-

ing money or of avoiding loss, unless he could

Position of sub-lessees retain ryots in the village, or unless he had

in Zemindarees. *enough plougk cattle to cultivate any quantity

of land that might be thrown on his hands by

absconding ryots. If he were dependent - on his ryots his tenure was

usually a short one, for he could get little or nothing out of them beyond

the amount he had agreed to pay the Zemindar, and he was lucky if he

got that ; but if he were in a position to be independent of his ryots, he

generally managed to make a good thing of his bargain as he always

took care to have a large area of land in his own hands which wouid,

yield him a profit in any case, and any thing paid by the ryots was so
much clear gain.

250. As a consequence of the position of the malgoozars, the ryots
paid little or no rent and rapidly grew rich
Results of enquiries as owing to the high prices of the last few years,
%’B ;&m:;w rights in 454 as soon as they had got a little money to-
gether their first thought was to get a village.
As the ryots of the khalsa villages on the borders of the Zemindarees
were equally ambitious, a brisk competition for villages set in, which re-
sulted 1n a large increase to the Zemindar’s revenues, but effectually
prevented the growth of rights arising from long occupancy ; and out of
the 697 villages of the 15 Chuteesgurhee Zemindarees only 18 malgoo-
zars were found entitled to subordinate rights, but a few more will pro-
bably, be eventually added to this number. '

951. In each of these villages a fixed revenne has been assessed,
and a provision will be inserted in the sunnuds

Revenue to be paid by .. ¥ BEETE  to take :
g B _ given to the Zemindars, binding them to take no
::‘:;hr_i M,z‘;:d"f?}orf; higher revenue from t:he sub-lessee during the

term of Settlement. ~term of Settlement. _ v
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252, Insome few of the khalsa villages, claims for rights were made
by sub-lessees, but as the great majority of vil
Claims to subordinate ]ages were held by small proprietors only hold-|

m:" h‘g::’"m 0 ing one or two villages these claims were very

' few, and with the exception of the sub-proprie-

torsin-the Pergunnahs which had been held by Tahootdars, there were

only thirteen villages in which subordinate proprietary rights were

awarded. Inthese villages 50 per cent. of the profits have been awarded
to the sub-proprietors. ; :

253. In all estates, except those helonging to Zemindars where
; the rule of succession 1s that of primogeniture,
Shares given to collate- shares have been conferred on collaterals. Be-
ral relatives of malgoo- fore the grant of proprietary right, shares in vil-
zars, ; :
lages had not been recognised, though it was
generally the custom for the brothers of the Gountea to get portions of
the seer lands; these were in some cases held rent-free in lieu of a share
in the profits, and were sometimes assessed at the rates current in the
village, the assessment forming a portion of the total on which the pro-
fits were calculated and divided among the shareholders. All claims
to shares have been enquired into on three different occasions, at the time
of the proprietary right enquiry, when the records of right were made,
and when the parchment sunnuds were distributed ; and numerous claims
made on direct application of the claimants have also been decided.
So that there is I think little chance that any future claingants will ap-
ar, In many cases claimants have chosen rather to com®nue to hold o
and rent-free in lien of a share, than to take on themselves the respon-
sibilities of share-holders. All such cases have been recorded. .

264. The Government waste lands of the District have been taken

from the village areas, according to the instruc-

IV. WASTE LANDS. tions of the Waste lands’ Circular No. 72, dated

Number and situation 29rd December 1862, and divided into 264 plots,

of waste land plots. " covering an area of about 1,033,620 acres or

v g nearly 1,615 square miles. Of this area only

35?,526 or about 52 per cent. is culturable. These are almost all situ-

. ated in the east and south of the District, and lie in the hilly tracts sur-

rounding the fertile lands of the valleys of the Seonath, {Iahanuddeo .
and their tributaries, e

255. As the waste land rules were declared not to be applicable *
‘ to the Zemindarees (it was only in the Khalsa
Waste land rules only . tracts they were enforced, as the measurements
mﬁ@'x'h‘!“m' in the District had not begun when the rules
ooy « i were issued), great exertions were made to
Citual 46 _cultivate all available waste in. the more open
parts of the Districts, before the rules, which allowed in' each village
rom 100 to 200 per cent. of waste land in excess of the cultivation,
‘could be put in force ; and consequently there were very few villages in
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the fertile portions of the District where the waste land was found to
be in excess; and in several of the villages where there was 2 small excess
found, it appeared better to allow it to be retained by the malgoozar
at a moderate revenue, than to detach from the village to which it had
always belonged a small plot of land which was not of sufficient size
to form a new village, and it was only in cases where there was sdme
valuable jungle on the waste land which it appeared desirable to pre-
serve, that I inforced these rules in the open country.

256, As owing to the exertions of the malgoozars and ryots almost
all the land in the fertile part of the country
But few good cultura- had been cleared and cultivated before the mea-
gomggtlyangegm,)?vggg ]sursment yrw ﬁnislf:feda there mt-e but few waste
b e e .~ land tracts that afford any attractions to the
fg;‘gﬁ,d gl A 'settler. There are some fertile tracts in Lowan
to the west of the Mahanuddee, and in the hill
valleys to the east of the river ; but as a rule the soil of these plots is
only a thin crust covering the bare rock, or is composed of laterite and
gravel, and they consequently are of little value except for their jungle
produce, even the culturable soil being poor. In a former portion of
this report the products of the District forests have been given, and they
need not be recapitulated here. The forests are of but little value for
timber, and it is in the miscellaneous produce and grazing dues that
profits must be sought, at all events until the lapse of time and care has
ncreased tl’quantity of good timber available,
C

: i 257. There were but very few claims %o

,V' AT . maafee lands in the District, ind of the few

Result of Maafec in-  {hat, were made the greater number were found

o35 e to be invalid. The result of the enquiries is
shown in the annexed table :— ¢

In perpetuity.
. ' ¥
Villages. Plots. ,
Name of ;
' Tehseelee. ' i
St o
: Y S =l k]
i 1 M4 E 8 ¢ =y % X 2 w
i i . < > St N Al .
\fEE f e 2 SR
| < RBiEle 8 Bl eeiEl 8
Rs. a. p. ~Rs, a. p.
Raepore ....| 13 {24,707 3| 53319 0 0 2/ 466 1| 7| 124 13 0
Droog ......... 8| 3,474 1121| 524 0 0f 1| 100] A8 0 .
Dhumturry ..| 0 0000, 0000 ©OO00 00 0
Simgah .....| 38| 8,545/ 113 631 0 0f 0/ 0f 0] O 00 0
Total...| 19 {31,727 1/39/ 4,484 0 ol 3| 566/ 1/ 7] 142 2 0

|/
E
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For one or more lives.

Villages. Plots.
Name of -
Tehseelee. (3 . 2
A [ I é; % '_d_‘
e w o @ 3 o 2 |
B fEE o LIRS E
z | < BR&| & Bl< R o
. Rs. Rs. a. p.
Raepore .....| 23 |14,937] 815 4,086 12| 344| 0| 2 7411 0
Droog ..c...... 7| 6,381 3|37 930 | 5| 116/ 229 21 0 0
Dhumturry ...| 13 | 15,412 2135 3,573 | 1| 240/ 8/ 6| 51 0 0
Simgah ... 1| 432/ 013 463 75112 20 8 0
Total .| 44 | 37.164] 2)20] 8,595 |21] 776/ 8/ 9| 167 3 ©
Resumed. .
Villages. Plofs.
Name of i
Tehseelee. [ " 3
5 & : oy e B o
e f (518 4 [BlEipgE ¢ T
Z, < BE 2 AR o
NS } Rs. : Rs. a. p.
- Raepore ...... 7 110,311| 0] 9 1,606 {10| 214 122 72 90
Droog ... .| 1] 1,436 119 23719/ 801/ 2120 99 7 0
Dhumturry ..| 5| 4,495/ 2| 9| 1,229 | 2| 75| 0f 4 1713 0
Simgah ...| 1 992| 020 96 | 2| 38| 231 20 5 0
" Total ...| 14 17,235 017| 38,068 |23 629 229 210 2 0

The above tables do not show the results of the inquiries as to the
validity of the claims advanced with regard to eleven villages of Sehawa
as the particulars of these claims were only reported just before this

report was sent in,

ceived,

*

and orders about them had not consequently been re-

i



98

CHAPTER V.

V.—SETTLEMENT.
I GENERAL PRINCIPLES.

258. When I first joined the Settlement at the end of 1864 I found

! the Droog Pergunnah the only one ready for

No standard rent rates assessment, and I accordingly began my enqui-

found to exist. ries there. Before my arrival, Lieutenant Ducat,

Officiating Settlement officer, had inspected 46

of the villages of the Pergunnah, and collected a good deal of valuable

information, which he placed at my disposal. The information as to

rent rates collected by Mr. Ducat showed discrepancies between neigh-

bouring and similar villages which were utterly irreconciliable with the

existence of any general Pergunnah rent rate, and the subsequent per-

sonal enquiries made by myself showed that there was in faet no rent

rate generally recognised, each malgoozar taking from his ryot whatever
‘he could get.

259. But though there were no standard rates found to exist, it
o was of considerable importance to find out the
Enquiries to ascertain
actual payments made by
ryots.

actual amount paid in each village. but this I
found to be no easy task, as the ryots would
rarely admit that they paid more than the Go-
vernment revenue, and the Putwarees’ papers were utterly untrust-
worthy. Suits for arrears of rent were very rave, though the few cases.
1 found were valuable, as showing the highest rates paid. After long
and toilsome enquiries made on the spot in every village in the Pergun-
nah, I came to the conclusion that the rents varied from 12 annas to 4
annas, the average rate being between 6 and 7 annas per acre.

260. Rent rates so low as this could be no guide whatsoever to

_ assessment, and the revenue paid by each vil-

Neither existing rents ]age was equally valueless, as under the mode of
nor revenue any trust-  gggessment pursued by the Maharatta Govern-
~ 2;‘3’ guide fo assess- ,ont described in para. 63 of this report, the
5 b highest revenue was asséssed on the least influen-

* tial malgoozars, and little or no regard was paid to the resources and
capabilities of separate villages ; and from the want of data for arriving
at a trustworthy conclusion on the subject these inequalities had never
been redressed in the Summq%ggrgtle ents which had been made since
the country came under British rule. 'As the revenue paid was only 8%
annas acre of cultivation, it was clear that it could be largely in-
creaaeg,e{mt the difficulty was to discover the standard by which to regu-
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late the new assessments. In the absence of all other guides, the only
standard that appeared available was an average rate. In order to
ascertain what this should be, I examined the revenue of all the villages
I had inspected, and found that there were some villages which showed *
signs of suffering from over-assessment when the revenue exceeded 3
annas per acre of cultivation.

261 Asin an average village with 600 acres of cultivation the pro-

fits of the proprietor, taking a rental of 6 annas

The rise in rents a ne- per acre, would be only about 40 rupees after
ﬁ?&“g;‘g&ﬁg‘w an  paying the Government revenue of 5 annas per
acre, and though if he cultivated the average

area of about 100 acres these profits would amount to about 300 rupees
more, yet they were dependent upon the contingencies of fair harvests,

and the absence of cattle disease, unless the malgoozar was possessed of
.capitul. The very low prices which had prevailed in the District up to
a few years before the Settlement had rendered all accumulation of capi-
“tal impossible to the vast majority of the landholding classes, and con-
sequently, without a considerable rise of rents, even a 5 annas rate would,

in the majority of villages, be more than could be paid.

262. As however in spite of the District traditions rents clearly

showed a tendency to rise, I considered that it

Reasons for expecting might be assumed that when the obstacles which

b °§ rents to an  pectricted this tendency were removed, an ave-

re £o O D WINAS P paoe rate of § annas per acre of cultivation might

be paid throughout the Pergunnah, this being a

rate which was admittedly paid in many villages where the rental hosl
been recently increased.

263. With a rent rate of 8 annas an acre an average revenue rate
of 6 annas per acre was clearly admissible, as

Adoption of an average the profits un the rental would, when added to

revenue rate of 5 aunas - hose given by the large areas cultivated by the

e malgoozars, give them at least 50 per cent. profit,

even after allowing a large deduction for cesses ; moreover this rate would

give an increase of nearly 40 per cent. on the present revenue, and it

. a.ppeared at first to be unadvisable to raise the revenue in any greater
proportlon

264. Adoptmg therefore an average rate of 5 annas, I assumed as
a further guide average rent rates of one rupee
Otbet gmdee o assess- per acre on irrigated land, 14 annas on first class,

m" ~ . 10-annas on second class, 7 annas on tm&clm
A . and 2 annas on fourth class soil. The othier

guilu pmcn'bedm the General Assessment Statements I discarded, as
'y "nf no value in the peculiar case of the Raepore District, ‘seeing that ‘the
i nue rates proposed did not amount to more than one eleventh of the
- met value of the average produce, and that the plough rate if calculated

: 'm‘w@ﬂmbﬂ of ploughs per village would be valueless, as the

. |
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ploughs varied according as the village calenlations were made in 4 bul-

lock or 8 bullock ploughs, while if the average area was taken the plough

rate was in practice no more than a soil rate. Insubsequent assessments

I found the number of plough cattle in & village to be a valuable guide

in ascertaining whether the area under cultivation could be increased

at once or not, but this was not till a late period of the Settlement, and e
in my first assessments I did not see the question in the light iteap-
peared to me afterwards.

265. As before I came to Raepore I had seen very ' little Settle~
ment work of any kind, 1 had to form my expe-
Assessment of fallow rience as I went on, and at first in my Droog
land. Settlements I did not, in assessing the villages,
pay sufficient attention to the area of waste land
in each village, and to the probability of its being soon brought under
cultivation. But as it was clear that if a landholder did not choose to
cultivate land when he had the means of doing so his negligence was no
reason for leaving the fallow unassessed, in subsequent assessments I
adopted the plan of assessing one or two annas per acre on the good cul-
turable soil of villages, where there was a large area of 1st and 2nd class
waste land which was likely to be brought under cultivation in the next
two or three years, but as this mode of assessment did not seem alto~
gether satisfactory, I finally adopted average rates on the malgoozaree
area amounting to 2 annas and 6 pie per acre in the poorer and 4 annas
in the better classes of villages.

266. As the highest possible limits of assessment were very little
in excess of the lowest, {here was no necessity
Division into chucks for adopting a division into chucks, as the soil
unnecessary as a rule. rates, combined with the average rate, and a
consideration of the population, the character of

the cultivation, and the situation of each village, were amply sufficient
guides to assessment, and rendered a classification of the villages as a

check against over assessment unnecessary.

267. Besides the assessment of the khalsa villages, that of the Ze-
A mindarees and Feudatory estates had to be made.
Zemindaree assessments.  Of the Zemindaree estates there were three
g:‘:::s classes of Zemin- ¢lagses —the first consisting of those where the
: villages were measured field by field ; in this
class were the Zemindarees of Goonderdehee, Purporee, Sahuspore, Lo-
hara, Gundye, Silhetee, Burbuspore, Thakoortola, Wurarband and Kho-
jee. In the second class were the jungle Zemindarees of Liohara, Fin-
geshur, Nurra, Soormar, Kowrea, and Deoree. In these, the cultivated
land and jungles were measured separately in large blocks, and no record
was made of the holdings of each cultivator. The third class consisted
of the wild and remote tracts occupied by the Khurriar and Bindra
Nowagurh Zemindarees, where the cultivation was so scanity and scat-
tered, and the total area so large as to render it impossible to measure
them except at a cost which it was considered inexpedient to incur,
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- 268.. In assessing the villages of the two first classes of Zemin~

, darees, much the same prinziples were adopted

Assessment of Zemin- as those followed in assessing the Khalsa vil-

daree villages. lages, and owing to the absence of data no

- village assessment at all was attempted in the

Bindra Nowagurh and Khurriar estates, the revenue of the Zemindaree

being assessed on the average income, as ascertained from an examina-

tion of the accounts in the Zemindar’s Office, checked by the inspection
of the estates.

269. As none of the Fendatory estates

Assessment of Feuda- were measured, the assessments were made on

tory Estates. similar principles to those adopted in Kurriar
and Bindra Nowagurh.

270. Asthe District assessments were made by Pergunnahs, I

© 7JL_KHALSA PER. Wil now proceed to state the nature of the as-

GUNNAIS, sessment made in each separate Pergunnah. As
stated above, the first assessed was Droog. The
DROOG. ;

Gl dactition Pergunnah lies to the extreme west of the Khalsa,
i PHOR.  and is watered by the Seonath with the Ten-
doola and Korkura, its tributaries, besides other small nullahs. The
surface is generally undulating, so that except those on the river banks,
each village contains as a rule a certain amount of high lying and low
lying soil. The villages generally cover a large area, owing to the large
quantity of poor and stony soil, and consequently though cleared and
settled for ages the Pergunnah is not so populous as some other parts
of the District, but the cultivation is superior to that found in most

parts, and the ryots and malgoozars generally well to do,

271, 1 began my inspection of the Pergunnah in December 1864,

and sent up my proposals for its assessment, in

Statistics and assess- the following April. The number of villages
meat. was 223, covering an area of about 254,479
acres or about 391 square miles. The popula-

tion 59,393 or about 152 per square mile. Of the total area, about 93
per cent. was culturable, and of this latter about 60 per cent. was cultivat~
ed. Of the cultivated area about 62 per cent. was 1st and 2nd class soil,
about 29 per cent. 3rd class, and the remainder 4th class soil. The
revenue given by soil rates and the sayér profits of 2 annas per tree on
muhwa trees, was 41,917 rupees, and the revenue assessed was.42,703

-rupees, an increase of 11,919 rupees on the former revenue of 30,784

rupees 3 but as this inerease included 830 rupees assessed as the value of
revenue free villages which had not formerly been included in the
revenue caleulations, the actual increase in the payments of the mal-
goozars was only 11,080 rupees or about 36 per cent. The rate per
ucre of eultivation was 4 annag 10 pie, and that per acre of malgoozareo

was 2 anpas 11 pie,
{

» "
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972. Though this assessment was as light ds could well be
: expected yet it was at first pronounced by
Settlement at first un- the people to b¢ more than they could possibly

" favourdbly received by the pay, and it was predicted that all the ryots would

people, sooner decamp than pay such rates. But after
the first out-burst of disapprobation, they soon began to see things i a
different light, and though there was a good deal of doubt as to the
expediexicy of raising the rents, an operation which it was believed wounld
entail an increase of assessment, yet after some difficulty these doubts
were appeased, and the déduced rental increased from 29,370 rupees to
70,074, or about 8 annag per acre of cultivation. What the actual in-
crease was, it was impossible to say exactly, as the returns, given in the
Putwarres’ papers showing a rental less than the revenue, were clearly
false.

978. The Dhumda Pergunnah lies immediately to the mnorth of
‘ Droog, and ig on the whole stmilar to it, except
DIHUMDA. the north-western portion where, instead of rice,
General description.  Which is the staple crop of Droog, wheat and
: Urhur oceupy the greater portion of the soil, and
in many villages the only Khureef crop grown is kodo. The Pergunnah
is traversed through its whole length by the Seonath, which divides it
into two nearly equal parts, and running eastward forms the nerthern
boundary of the eastern division. To the east, the Karom forms the
boundary between Dhumda and Raepore, and on the west of the Seo-
fath the soil is watered by the Soorie and Am rivers with their tributary
nullahs. In the space between the Seonath and Karom there is u large
nullah, a tributary of the latter river, running from south-west to north-
east, and watering a wide and fertile valley.

274. This Pergunnah was inspected by me in November 1863,
and as soon as I had finished the inspeetion of
Statistics and assess- the villages, I sent in my proposals for its ass
ment. esstents. The total number of villages is 273,
the area is about 825,258 acres or about 508
square miles, and the population 82,810 or about 163 to the square mile.
Of the total area, 94 per cent. is culturable, and of the culturable area
about 57 per cent., a somewhat smaller proportion tham in Droog, is cul-
tivated. Of the soils 119,780 acres or about 62 per cent, were found to
be first and second class, and 39,148 acres or about 22 per cent. third
class soil. The revenue given by soil rates was 52,473 rupees, and that
assessed was 56,873 rupees, at a rate of about 3 annas per acre on the
cuiturable, and 5 annas and 3 pie on the cultivated area. This slight
excess over the Droog rates was partly owing to the assessment of the
good fallow soil in those villages where such assessment seemed to be
justifiable, and partly to the larger population and greater prosperity of

many of the Dhumda villages. The new assessment was only about 25

per cent, in eXcess of the former revenue, and it was followed by a
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tise of rents from a nominal rental of 52,042 tupees to 1,07,821 rupeos
or fromn 4 annas 10 pie to 9 annas 11 pie per acre. ,

» 275. This Pergunnah occupies only a small tract of country to the
» north of that of Dhumda, from which it is sépa-
#DEORBYJYA. rated by the Seonath. Itis watered by the
General  description, Ghogwa and Sareeghat nullabs, which flow
statistios, and nssessment.  through the centre of the Pergunmnah, and con-
3 ‘ tains 71 villages. It is a very fertile tract, and
a large area of the land is occupied by Rubbee crops 5 88 per cent. of that
under cultivation is sown with wheat, urhur, oil seeds and gram, and 88
per cent. with rice. The total area is about 60,514 acres or about 94
square miles. Of this, about 94 per cent. is culturable, and of the cultu-
rable area about 61 per cent. is cultivated. Of the cultivated soil about
88 per cent. is 1st and 2nd class soil, and the population was found to
be 15,957 or about 169 to the square mile. The Pergunnah as a whole
i8 superior to Dhumda in soil and population, and therefore it was con-
»  sidered that it could bear a somewhat higher assessment. The revenue
given by soil rates was 11,521 rupees, and the actual assessment made
was 11,848 rupees, at a rate of 6 annas 1 pie upon the cultivated and
» 3 annas 3 pie upon the culturable area. This was about 48 per cent. in
®  excess of the former revenue of 7,788 rupees, but though the increase
exceeded that of the Pergunnahs previously assessed, yet as the rate was
but little in excess of that imposed on the Droog and Dhumda Pergun-
nahs, while the soil was very much superior, the excess was not more
than the Pergunnah could easily bear, and this expectation was justifiedw =»
by the rise in rents which increased from a mominal rental of 9,141
xupees to 23,617 rupees, or from 3 annas and b pie to 10 annas and’ 5
. pie per acre of cultivation. :
276. 'This Pergunnah is similar and in many respects superior
- to that of Deorbyjya. It lies north of Dhumda
NOWAGURH. and Deorbyjya, and is separated from the
General description, sta- Dbumda and Simgah Pergunnahs by the
tistics, and assessment. Seonath, and from the Belaspore District by
A : the Huhap. With the exception of a small
rtion in the centre, almost the whole of the soil is black and fertile.
g !Re number of villages is 139, and the total area is about 130,359  »
. mcres or about 204 square miles. Of this about 94 per cent. is culturable,
nnd of the culturable area, about 63 per cent. is cultivated. Of the:
cultivated eoil about 88 per cent., as in Deorbyjya, is 1st and 2nd class,
~and Rubbee crops were largely grown, wheat occupying 20 per cent.
_of the cultivated area. The population was found to be about 152 to
the square mile, the totul number being 81,115. As the cultivated
~ land in Nowagurh was in proportion to the total area of the Pergunnah
- somewhat in excess of that in Deorbyjya, and as the fallow svil was
somewhat superior in quality, it was considered that Nowagurh would
' pay a somewhat higher rate of revenue. The revenue given by soil
rates was 206,074 and that assessed was 26,711, at a rate of 3 aunas

2y |
4 : : 1, . : -
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pie per acre of culturable, and 5 annas 5 pie per acre of enltivated
area. This was an increase of 66 per cent. over the former revenue,
and on the revision of rents the rental rose from the mominal sum of
Rs. 18,820 to Rs. 54,433, or from 3 annas 10 pie to 11 annas 1 pie per
acre of cultivation, s

277, 'This Pergunnah, which was assessed next to those of Nowa-
gurh and Deorbyjya, forms portion of the
PATUN. Droog Tehseelee, and lies in the very centre
Generaldescription,sta- Of the District, between the Pergunnahs of
- tistics, and assessment. Droog and Balod on the west, and Raepore
and Dhumturry on the east. The Karom forms
the castern boundary of the Pergunnah which is watered by nume-
rons nullahs all flowing into that river. The soil as in Droog is
undulating, and a large quantity of that not cultivated is very poor
soil. It contains 139 villages, and covers an area of about 146,401
acres or about 228 square miles. Of thisareaabout 98 per cent. is cultur-
able, and of the culturable arca about 58 per cent. are cultivated ; of the
cultivated soil about 61 per cent. is 1st and 2nd class, and 81, 8rd class.
Rice occupies 63 per cent. of the cultivated land and the population
amounted to 43,802 or about 191 to the square mile. Though the soil
was inferior to that of Nowagurh and Deorbyja, yet as the population
was much denser and the cultivation better, owing to the large number
of Koormees and Telees, who are the best cultivators, I considered that
the revenue of Patun should be about the same as that in those Per-
g@unnahs, It was accordingly assessed at a revenue of 28,166 rupees,
at a rate of 3 annas 2 pie per acre of culturable and 5 annas 8 pie  per
acré of cultivated area,—an.increase of 1,215 rupees on the revenue given
by soil rates, and of 34 per cent. over 20,997 rupees, the revenue for-
merly paid. The rental after assessment increased from a nominal sum
of rupees 26,950 to rupees 57,655, or from 3 annas 11 pie to 10 annas °
8 pie per acre.
- 278. 'This Pergunnah lies to the south of Droog, and consists of
two distinct portions, a very fertile tract to the
BALOD. north watered by the Kurom, Tendoola, and
Division intoa cultiva- JKorkura rivers with their tributary nullahs, and
ted and jungle chuk, a wild tract of low lying rocky hills and  jungles
: to the south yf 5 e

“,279. 'The greater part of the north-eastern division of the northern

tract lying to the east of the Tendoola is occu- .

General deseription of pied by the Gondurdehee Zemindaree. In the
the cultivated chuk, extreme northern portion of this tract lying
along the boundary of the Droog Pergunnah

there is some hard soil, but thoughout the rest of the tract the soil s
almost all first class of the finest quality, equally adapted for the growth
of rice and wheat, and - producing year after year two erops with almost
unfailing regularity, 3 : A

*®
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280. The number of villages in this portion of the Pergunnah
; is 213, and the total area 276,786 acres, or
Statistics and assess-  aloat 285 square miles. Ont of the total afba
ment of cultivated chuck.  4hau¢ 91, per cent. is cultmable, and of the
; culturable area about 74 per cent. are cultivated,
and of the cultivated area 84 per cent.is 1stand 2nd class soil. The
rincipal crops are rice and gram, the former occupying 54, and the
itter 28 per cent. of the cultivation. The population is stated as
79,213 persons, or about 183 to the square mile. ~The above figures
show the great superiority of this tract to those previously assessed ;
but as the revenue paid before settlement was only 24,201 rupees, or
about 2 annas 4 pie per acre of cultivation, and the soil rates give a
revenue of 42,190 rupees or an increase of 78 per cent. the revenue
assessed was rupees 42,343.

281, This assessment only gave a rate of about 4 annas per acre
of eulturable, and of a little less than 5 annas
Lightuess of assessment. 4 pie per acre of cultivation, a rate which though
higher than what had been assessed. on any
other Pergunnah, hardly represented the great superiority of this tract
over those that had been previously assessed, asit was quite equal in
soil to Nowagurh and Deorbyjya, and superior to those tracts in the
density and character of its population, as the bulk of the Balod people
consisted of Hulbas, Telees and Kullars, whereas the great majority of
the Nowagurli and Deorbyjva ryots were Chumars. At a later period
I would have proposed a somewhat higher revenue for the tract, but
at the time of assessment the proposed increase was so largely in excess
of any thit had been before imposed, that I doubted the expediency of
rajsing it to any higher amount.

282. The southern and hilly tract of Balod contains 104 villages.

; It consists of two distinct portions, one of
General deseription of which contains 91 villages directly attached to
the jungle ehuck. the rest of the Pergunnah, while the second
o joet » and much smaller tractcontains only 14 vil-
lages, and lies apart about three or four miles to the west of the main

‘tract, and is surrounded on all sides by the Lohara Zemindaree. The

3

Jugera,

whole tract is generally hilly and barren, the only fertile spots being
the banks of the nullahs, flowing through the numerous hill valleys,
but these are for the most part narrow and encumbered with rocks,
and the tract is of little value for agricultural purposes. The smaller
ract lying below the Dullee hill in the upper part of the valley of the
era, a tributary of the Tendoola is fairly fertile, but it has only
“y“icleaxed, and still contains a great deal of jungle.

~
s 3

-
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283.  Out of the whole area of 171,865 acrés, equal to about 269
) ! t ¢ square miles, 77,393 acres, or about 120 square
Statistics and  assess- miles were excluded as excess waste, leaving an
. area of 94,472 scres to be assessed.  Out of this
area, ouly 72,108 acres or about 78 per ecent.
were culturable, and of the culturable area only 54 per cent wiS cul-
tivated. The cultivated soil was fair; 60 per cent, being first and second
class, thongh a large portion of this was second class soil of an inferior
quality, while the greater part of that, still un-tilled, was very poor
soil. I'he population was 17,955 or about 68 to the square mule, and
the majority of the ivhabitants were wild Gonds and Hulbas of mi-
gratory habits, Water was scarce in most villages, there were few tanks
for irrigation, and the wild animals destroyed a considerable portion of
the crops. As such a tract as this could not pay so high a revepue as the
~more fertile and populous tracts in the open country, I enly used half
rates in assessing it. The revenue from soil rates and sewaye came to
6,203 rupees, giving a rate of about 2 annas 6 pie per acre of cultiva-
tion, but as even this rate seemed higher than what the wilder villages
could pay, the total revenue assessed was only 5,838 rupees or about
2 annas 4 pie per acre of cultivation, giving an increase of about 198
per cent. upon the revenue previously paid, which was 1,959 rupees.

284. This Pergunnah is situated in the extreme south-west of the
District to the west of Balod ; it also contains a

SUNJAREE. jungle and cultivated tract, the cultivated tract
Geveral  deseription.  lying to the north, and hills and jungles. ocou-
statistics, and assessment  pying the south of the Pergunnah. "The nor-
of the cultivated chuk. thern tract occupies the greater portion of the
- area intervening between the Korkura and Sec-

nath rivers, and with the exception of a ridge of hard soil running from
south-east to north-west through the tract, and forming the watershed
between the two rivers, the soil is generally exceedingly tine. The num-
ber of villages is 61, and the total area1s 50,200 acres, or about 93
square miles. Of this arca about 93 per cent. is culturable, and:of the
culturable area about 80 per cent. is cultivated and of the latter area
80 per cent. is black soil.  The total population is 15,193, or about 195
to the square mile. The revenue was rupees 6,829 or about 2 annas
11 pie per acre of cultivation. The soil rates gave a revenue of 11,486
rupees, and that assessed was 11,495 rupees, at a rate of 8 annas 11
pie on the eulturable and 4 annas 10} pie on the cultivated soil, giving
an increase of little over GO per cent. : ) .

285. The jungle tract is similar to that of Balod,palnt‘ains‘ﬂ'ril'-
lages and covers an area of about 79,112 acres,

m(t%e;l_eral ; descript.ioni or about 124 squie miles.  Of this, about
statistics and assessment. 92 347, equal to nearly 34 square miles, were ex-
of the jungle chuk. cluded as excess waste, le:%ng‘ 56,7 65 acres to
be assessed. Of this area only about 65 per cent. is culturable, and of
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. the culturable soil nearly 69 per cent. was cultivated. The cultivated
soil is fair, about 55 per cent. being first and second eclass soil, and 36
per cent. third class, The total population was 10,642 or about 86 to’
the square mile, but as in Balod the people were migratory in their
. habits, water scarce, and wild animals numerous, consequently a very
light revenue was all that could be 'assessed. That already paid was
1,610 rupees or not quite one anna per acre of cultivation, and that
assessed was 3,452 rupees, at a rate of 1 anna 6 pie on the culturable,
and 2 annas 2 pie on the cultivated area, being an increase of about
131 per cent. on the former revenue. : .

986, This Pergunnah lies to the north of the District in a bend
of the Seonath, which' separates it from the

SIMGAH. Nowagurh Perguunah on the west, and the
General descriptionand  Belaspore District on the north. The Pergun=
statistics. nah contains 150 villages, covering an area of

: about 163,232 acres or about 258 square miles.
N Out of this area two plots covering an area of 2,900 acres were separated
as excess waste, leaving 160,332 acres to be assessed. Of this area, about
93 per cent. is culturable, and of the calturable soil about 53 per cent. is
cultivated. The soil is not generally as good as that of most parts in the
. District, and especially in the centre of the Pergunnah there is a good
deal of rocky land of little value for agricultural purposes ; a large portion
of the tract has only been recently cleared of jungle, and there is still a
good deal of Tight jungle in many of the villages. Of the cultivated soil

about 56 per cent. is lst and 2nd class soil, and 28 per cent, 3rd claf. *
The staple crop is rice, and Rubbee crops are only cultivated to a small

extent. The population is 40,421, or about 156 to the square mile.

287. The revenue of the Pergunnah before assessment was ouly
- 12,511 rupees, or about 2 annas 6 pie per acre
Assessment. of cultivation, and though the Pergunnah was
: somewhat inferior to those adjoining it, yet con-
six:ng that the cultivation was but little inferior to that of most parts
o District, that most of the villages had tanks and a fair water sup-
Pply, and that a good deal of the jungle was valuable as yielding thatching -
grass, the revenue conld clearly bear a large increase. The revenue given ,
by soil rates was rupees 21,523, and that assessed was rupees 23,786,
' the rate of increase being 90 per cent., though the revenue rate was only
® ' 2annas 7 pie per acre of culturable, and 4 annas 11 pie per acre of cul- *
" tivated soil, E ‘
288, This Pergusnah which is much the largest in the District
oo ¢ooiooo o liesto the south of Simgah, and is watered by
- BAEPORE. | the'Karrl»m a.m}i1 its tributaaiel? of h:;hich 1i;he two
" General descriptionand  principal are the Sogra and Kanhan nullahs, as
muﬁ:m,. 33 : o well ,5 by the Mahanuddee, the former river

»

By it L forming the western and the latter the eastern
: boundary of the Pergunnah for a considerable distance. The soil of the

#

o (X X ; 7 y ? i
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Pergunnah is generally undulating ; in the centre the area of Lard rocky
soil 18 considerable, though even these uplands are separated by fertile
valleys ; while to the east and west there are broad plains of very rich
and fertile black soil.

The number of villages in the Pergunnah is 637, and the total area
is about 727,698 acres, or about 1,138 square miles. Out of this aref,
7,644 acres were excluded as excess waste, leaving 720,154 acres to he
assessed.  Of this area about 92 per cent. is culturable and of the cultu-
rable soil, a little more than 53 per cent. was cultivated, and of the cul-
tivation about 61 per cent. is 1st and 2nd class, and about 80 per cent.
3rd class soil. The population was recorded as being 169,985, or about
149 to the square mile. The greater number of villages had been cleared
and peopled for centuries, and almost all were very well provided with
tanks. The soils were in reality more productive than would appear at
first sight, as 3rd class soil lying near a tank, and well supplied with
moisture, will yield as fine or even better rice crops than ordinary first
and second class soil. As a large majority of the villages had, in addition
to these advantages, those derived from their neighbourhood to the Rae-
pore market ; and as the proprietors were as a rule men of considerable
means, it appeared that the Pergunnah, though not much more fertile
than that of Simgah, would bear a somewhat higher assessment, espe-
cially as they had been accustomed to pay a somewhat higher rate.

289.  The revenue paid by the Pergunnah before assessment wag

‘ ‘rupees 81,610 or about 3 annas 8 pie per acre
“Assessment, of cultivation, and that given by soil rates was
p 102,760. The revenue assessed was 1,25,683
rupees or 22,776 rupees in excess of that given by soil rates, and 53 -
per cent. in excess of that formerly paid) Part of the increase was due
to the large number of Mookassa villages, of which the value had not
been formerly entered in ‘the returns ; but even excluding this the in~
crease was nearly 50 per cent. ; but as the rate was only 3 annas per acre
of culturable and 5 annas 8 pie per acre of cultivated area, it did not,
when the circumstances noted in the preceding paragraph were tgn
into consideration, together with the previous experience gained from
the rapid rise of rents in other parts of the Distriet, appear to be more
than the tract could easily pay, and subsequent experience has justified
the expectation. :

‘200. These tracts, which lie to the east of the Simgah and Raepore
\ Pergunnahs, were divided for assessment pur-
LOWAN, SEERPORE, poses into two chuks, one containing the culti-
AND KHULLAREE.  vgted villages of Lowan and Seerpore, and the
General descriptionand  other the jungle tracts of the two former Per-
statistics of cultivated gunnahs, together with the whole of Khullaree ;
chuk of Lowan and Seer-  yith the exception of the Kusdol Talooqua of
e ; Lowan, a small tract containing 28 villages lying
to the east of the Mahanuddee. The whole of the first tract lies to the
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west of that river, The total area is about 298,495 acres, or 463 square
miles; out of which 5,943 acres have been excluded as excess waste,
leaving 292,552 acres to be assessed. Of this area nearly 96 per cent. is
culturable ; of the culturable soil nearly 47 per cent.is cultivated, 49 *

. per cent. of the cultivation is 1st and 2nd class, and 45 per cent. 3rd
clags soil. ;

The population is about 193 to the square mile, a rate considerably
in excess of that in the adjoining tracts. The villages are for the most part
well provided with tanks, and though in the north-west of the Pergunnah
there is a good deal of hard stony soil, yet the greater part of the tract
is admirably adapted for the growth of rice. There are few villages in
which there is not some jungle affording good grazing for cattle, and in
a very large number there are large quantities of thatching grass which
makes the jungle very nearly as valuable as cultivated lands; in fact a
tract of thatching grass in the Simgah Pergunnah belonging to Govern-
ment has let at auction for two consecutive years at a rate of nearly 8
annas per acre, or more than is paid by all but a very few villages in the

* ' District. i

291. The Lowan and Seerpoor * Pergunnahs had, up to the time of
i assessment, been held by Tahootdars, the revenue
. Assessment. paid for Lowan being rupees 8,386 and for Seer-
poor rupees 875.. The admitted receipts fro
the village malgoozars in this chuk alone amounted to rupees 20,66?,} ¢
exclusive of payments in kind, which came to about 30 per cent. more.
he revenue rate thus paid to the Tahootdar wgs, taking the admitted
sums, about 2 annas 6 pie per acre of cultivation} but if the value of the
payments in kind were added, and those of the subordinate Tahootdars
of Kusdol and Pungaon who held 38 villages at merely nominal - rates,
_ deducted, the average yate paid by the remaining malgoozars was some-
. what over 3 annas. (The revenue assessed on the chuk was 41,433
rupees or about 100 per cent. in excess of that taken in money by the
late Tahootdar} but, after adding the produce of the payment in kind,
in reality the increase did not average more than 57 per cent. on the
majority of the malgoozars. Considering the great capabilities of the
tract and the value of its jungle I considered that the rate of 2 annas 1
pie per acre of culturable and 5 annas 4 pie per acre of cultivated soil
was the least that the proprietors could be fairly called on to pay.

» 292, The greater partof the tract to the east of the Mahanuddee
i containing the jungles of Lowan, Seerﬁ;)ltl)r and

General desoription of Khullaree,is very wild, and the whole is hilly. In
‘Wh“kg I;"'ﬁ‘ﬂ‘l’;d Lowan and Seerpoor, with the exception of a
oy or and of MR- - narrow strip of good soil lying along the banks
NdeTos I - of the Mahanuddee and the remote valley of
ritoom to the extreme east of the District, the whole country is one

- mass of hills only broken by narrow valleys. In Khullaree the area of

~ good soil is considerably larger than in Lowan and Seerpoor, and in the
N {
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valleys of the Korar, Kesho, and Bugdie nulliths, there are a considerable
mumber of populous and flourishing villages, while the jungles yield large
quantities of lac, muhwa, and grass. %

293. The tract contains 211 villages, and its area i8 abous 420,992 .
acres, or about 657 square miles. Of this ar®a,
Assessment. 249,031 acres, or about 390 square miles were
 deducted as excess waste, leaving 171,961 actes
to be assessed. Of the assessed area, about 91 per cent. is culturable,
though a very large portion of that still uncultivated is exceedingly poor
soil, Of the culturable ‘soil only about 25 per cent. is cultivated, and of
the cultivation 22 per cent. is Ist and 2nd class, and 63 per cent. 3rd
class soil. The population stated was 20,876, or about«31 to the square
mile of total, and 78 of the assessed area. The payments of the village
malgoczars to the Tahootdars before the assessment were rupees
3,750, exclusive of payments in kind ; and the revenue assessed was ru~
pees 8,728, at a rate of nearly 11 pie per acre of culturable and 3 annas
5 pie per acre of cultivated land. Considering the prosperity of a large
number of the Kullaree villages, and the value of the jungle produce,
this appeared to be the lowest rate that could be imposed on the tract.

294. This little Pergunnah lies to the south of Khullaree, and the
east of Racpore and Dhumturry, from which
RAJIM. Pergunnahs it is separated by the Mahanuddee.
© “Qeneral  description, 1t is_exceedingly well provided with water, as
statistics, and assessment. the Pairi flows through the centre of the south
’ portion of the Pergunnah, the Sarungee nullah
along its eastern border, and water is everywhere near the surface. The
soil of the Pergunnah is as a rule exceedingly rich, yielding large crops
of rice followed by a second crop of gram, peas, linseed, &c., and the
villages among the most prosperous in the District. There are 84 yil-
lages in the Pergunnah, and the total area is about 112,495 acres or
about 175 square miles, out of which 8,009 acres were excluded as excess
waste, leaving 104,486 acres to be assessed. Of the assessed area nearly
90 per cent. is culturable, and of the culturable soil about 50 per cent.
is cultivated ; of the cultivation 67 per cent. is 1st and 2nd class, and 31
]I)er cent. 8rd class soil. The population stated was 27,472 or about
68 persons to the square mile, and the revenue paid before assessment
was only 7,214 rupees or about 2 annas 5 pie per acre of -cultivation.
That assessed was 17,018 rupees, an iucrease of 120 per cent., but one
which was fully justified by the excellence of the soil, the flourishing
state of the villages and the general prosperity of malgoozars and " ryots.
The rate was only 2 annas 11 pie per acre of culturable, and 5 annas 10
pie per acre of cultivated area. e s e s
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995. This Pergunnah, which lies south of Raepore, is next to Rae-

pore the largest in the District. It, like Balod,

DHUMTURRY. which adjoins it on the west, contains two tracts

Cultivated and jungle Of very different character ; namely, a black soil

»  thuks of Dhumttirry. tract in the north containing the most populous

AT and fertile villages in the District, and a jungle

tract in the sonth with low rocky hills, and but little good cultivation,

except in a few villages in the valley of the Mahanuddee and its tribu-
taries the Seendhoree and Dorkee nullahs.

296. The black soil tract contains 359 villages, and the area i$
about 833,329 acres or about 521 square miles.
General desctiptionand  Of this about 92 per cent. is culturable, and of
:{::l"m‘” of cultiyated the culturable soil about 63 per cent is culti-
;i vated ; of the cultivation, 77 per cent. is first -

and second class 80il, more than one half being first class. The popula~
tion stated was 103,813, or about 199 persons to the square mile.
There is no tract in the District where the villages are so populous, and
none where the tanks are more abundant, while the affluents of the
Karom and Mahanuddee supply abundance of water for irrigation pur-
poses. Wells are everywhere easily dug, as the water is rarely moye
» than 18 or 20 feet from the surface; and the greater part of the culti-
vated soil yields two crops yearly. Another advantage possessed by the
tract is that the greater number of the villages are held by large and
wealthy proprietors, men who are well able to improve their property

and spend capital on it. i

297. In assessing the tract I used higher soil rates than I had
used throughout the rest of the District, taking
Assessment. 8 annas as the revenue rate for first class, 6
: annas for second, and 4 annas for third class
goil ; and even higher rates might have beeu assessed, if it had not been
for the low rental which had prevented the poorer malgoozars from
accumulating capital ; and though these were in a minority in Dhum-
turry, yet the general level of the assessment had to be kept low to
meet their case. The revenue paid prior to assessment by the villages
of the chuk was 46,185 rupees, and that assessed was rupees 77,437,
giving an increase of 59 per cent. on the former revenue of the mal- °

§  Boozaree villages, not including that assessed upon those held free of

revenue. The rate was somewhat over 4 annas per acre of culturable,
and 6 annas b pie per acre of cultivated soil.

298. The jungle chuk contained 108 villages, and covered an

X 14 < = area of about 190,391 acres or about 297 square
Gen iption,sta-  miles. Of thig area 123,920 acres, or about 193

B sl I‘}k‘“‘“m”“ square miles, were excluded as excess waste,
ek | leaving 66,471 acres to be assessed. Of this
area, 85% per'ogxt. is culturable, and of the culturable soil nearly 3¢

per cent. is eultivaied, and the remaining soil is almost all very poor.

'
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Of the cultivation about 28 per cent. is first and second class, and about
52 per cent. 3rd class soil. The population stated was 11, 986, or about
115 to the square mile of the assessed arem, for the most part con~
centrated in the valley of the Mahanuddee and its tributaries. The
revenue paid before assessment was rupees 1,440, and that assessed was
rupees 3,065, an increase of 110 per cent. on the former revenue, put
only a rate of 10 pie on the culturable and 2 annas 7 pie on the culti-
vated area.

299, Thisis the wildest and most remote tract ia the district,

“lying to the east of the Dhumturry Pergunnah

SEHAWA. and extending southwards to the hbor ers of

sl description. Bustar and Jeypore. Almostythe whole of the

S Y Pergunnah is a mass of hills and jungle, and

about half of the arvea is occupied by a <8l forest. Almost the only soil

valuable for agricultural purposes is that in the upper valley of the

Mahanuddee, which rises in the Pergunnah near its eastern boundary

and crosses it from east to west. In this valley there is a considerable
area of fertile soil, and some fifty or sixty fairly prosperous villages.

800. The whole area of the Pergunnah is about 465,472 acres or
about 727 square miles ; but of this area about
Statistics and assess- 370,122 acres or about 578 square miles have
ment. been excluded as excess waste, leaving only
o 95,350 acres to be assessed. Of this, about 94 per
cent. ig culturable, and of the culturable soil only about 24 per cent. is
cultivated ; of the cultivation about 45 per cent. is first and second class,
and 47 per cent. third class. The population was only 10,891, or about
14 per square mile of the whole, and about 73 per square mile of assess-
ed area. On such a tract, which was separated by about 50 miles of dense -
jungle from any market, little or no revenue could be assessed, and that
total assessment was only 8,092 rupees, or 43 per cent. in eXcess of the
1,792 rupees formerly paid, exclusive of the 588 rupees assessed on
mokassa villages. The rate of the newly assessed revenue was only
about 6% pie per acre of culturable and 2 annas 8 pie per acre of culti-
vated area, as low a rate as could be assessed.

" 1801, Of these estates a considerable number contained considera~
ble areas of waste ; and though the waste land

I - ZEMINDAREES. rules were not enforced in their limits, it a;p&m-
Assessment of jungles ed that the State was not bound to forego all the
in Zemindaree estates.  profits which might accrue on these tracts from
; the rapidly increasing value of jungle produce,

and it was consequently declared that a specified portion of the revenue
assessed on those Zemindarees where there were extensive jungles, should
‘be declared liable to revision after three years, . .

T AT e [ SR
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802. This estate is situated in the northern portion of the Balod
: ; Pergunnah, and is intersected by the Tendoola,
GONDURDEHEE.  which flows through it from south o north. The

- General description of S0il is gemerally exceedingly fertile, the arca '

estate. under cultivatijn extensivé, and tbe population

iy large ; but a large proportion of the cultivated
land is sown with “ Kodo™ and other inferior erops, and the villages are
not as a rule so well built, and have fewer tanks than those adjoining
them in the Khalsa. This is owing to the embarrassed circumstances of
the Zemindar, who has for many years paid a revenue, which, though
small, considering the present state of his property, must have heen
Eaid with difficulty in former years, when prices were low, and land-

older’s profits small. Considering his embarrassed circumstances, the

state of his property is highly creditable to him.
303. The area of the estate is about 49,332 acres or about 77
square miles, and the number of villages is 54,
Statistics and assess- A%out 93 per cent. of the soil is culturable, and
ment. of the culturable soil about 69 per cent. is cul-
e tivated. Of the cultivation, nearly 71 per cent.
is 1st and 2nd class soil, and the population stated was 15,559, or about
202 persons to the square mile. The collections made by the Zemindar,
including Pandree and other cesses, were previous to assessment 9,662
rupees, and T assessed the villages at rupees 11,412. As, however,
almost all the villages were held by sub-lessees without rights, the
Zemindar’s collections would most probably exceed that amount, as

competition would enable him to let his villages at more than half the =

admitted rent-roll, on which my assessment was based. His immediate
revenue I therefore calculated at something over 13,000 rupees, and this
probably will, before many years are over, be increased to 16,000 or
. 17,000 rupees ; but considering the embarrassments of the Zemindar it
did not appear that even with this increase of income he could pay an
enhanced revenne, and pay off his debts, and cousequently the revenue
hitherto paid by the estate, 4,290 rupees, was retained.

804. This little Zemindaree contains 22 villages, 17 of which oc-

: cupy a small strip of country lying to the west of

' PURPOREE. the Dhumda Pergunnah, am}{ the remaillei;g ﬁ,v&;_
Gen Assorinki are scattered among the Khalsa villages o
statistig,aland a::gsm:‘:’. Dhumda. The whole estate is clear of jun%:

! and under cultivation. The whole area of t

estate is about 20,447 acres, or about 32 square miles; of this area about
95 per cent. is culturable, and of the culturable soil about 65 per cent.
is culfivated ; of the cultivation nearly 86 per cent. was first and second
class soil, and the population stated was 4,728, or 148 persons to the
- square mile. 'The villages of the Zemindaree were assessed at 4,346

_ rupees, or at a rate of nearly 3 annas 7 pie per acre of culturable, and

‘annas 5 pie per acre of cultivated soil. -The Zemindar’s income as
from the Zemindaree papers was before the assessment
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4,079 rupees, and it was estimated that after assessment it wounld inerease
to rupees 6,150 ; but even with this increase of income it appeared the
revenue hitherto paid by the Zemindar, amounting to 1,750 rupees, was
sufficient, considering the slender resources of the estate; and 1o increas
was assessed on the estate. i
i B,
305. This Zemindaree lies in the extreme north-west eornet of the
District, to the south of the Kawurdha estate
SAHUSPORE LO-  belonging to Belaspore. 1t eontains 78 villages,
HARA. and covers an area of about 88,245 acres or about
General description. 137 square miles. Out of this area, there are
about 57 square miles of hilly country, forming
a portion of the Meikul range of hills which bounds the District on the
west ; and the remaining 80 square miles form a plain of the richest
possible soil, yielding magnificent crops of wheat, urbur, and cotton. This
lain is intersected by numerous nullahs afferding abundant (acilities for
irrigation, and studded with flourishing and prosperons villages ; and
the estate is altogether the most valuable aund flourishing of all the
Zemindarees of the District. '

806. Of the total area of the inhabited villages of the estate,

i exclusive of the jungle wastes, and inclusive of
Statistics and assess- the eight villages among the hills, about 87
ment. per cent. is culturable, and of the culturable
- soil about 79 per ecent.is cultivated. Of the
cultivation more than 90 per cent. is first and second class soil. The
poptlation stated was 18,148 or about 137 persons to the square mile
taking the whole area of the estate, but in the plain villages the average
was about 226 to the square mile. The income of the Zemindar as
stated in the accounts suhmitted to me was 8,518 rupees from all sources,
but this I believe to have been considerably understated. I assessed
the villages at 13,161 rupees, but as this only represented about half
of the estimated rental this by no means represented the income the
Zemindar would derive from the land. Taking the receipts from vil-
lages managed directly by himself, as well as the payments of the
sub-lessees, I calculated that the land revenue receipts would be at least
rupees 16,074, and those from Sewai rupees 2,490, making a total
income of 18,664 rupees ; and as the competition for leases of the very
valuable villages of the estate was very keen, it was more than probable
that in a few years his income would exceed 22,600 rupees. The takos
lee hitherto paid by the Zemindar had been rupees 1,478, and this I
roposed to increase to 5,450 rupees. The Settlement Commissioner
ﬁowever considered that this increase was too great, and assessed the
revenue at 4,500 rupees, including 100 rupees on account of the excess
waste. AT AR, v
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807. This estate lies to the south of that of Sahuspore Lohar,
and covers a somewhat larger area, and like

GUNDYE. it contains & considerable area both of plain .

. General description. and hill country. The plain villages though

exceedingly flourishing and fertile are not quite
s0sgood as those of the Sahuspotre estate, as the Soorie and its tribue
taries the Khurria and Nerbudde, which flow through Gundye, bring
down a larger deposit of sand than the smaller and more gently flow-
ing nullahs of Sahuspore. The jungles, however, of Gundye are very
much more valuable than those of the neighbouring Z?mdaree, and
besides the promising plantations of young teak described in para. 195
of this repott, contain large quantities of bamboos and timber of the
Eommon sorts ; and there are mines of iron and red ochre among the
ills.

308. The estate contains 77 villages, and the whole area is about -

96,876 acres orabout 151 square miles ; but of

Statistics and assess- this, only about 40 square milés are situated in
Notat. the plain country below the hills, while an
equal area is occupied by the valuable villages

in the valleys below the ghats. Excluding 8,581 acres of the uninhabited
tracts among the hills, but including the hill villages where there was
any cultivation, 63,981 acres, or about 72 per cent. i8 culturable, and
of the culturable soil nearly 49 per cent. is cultivated; but the greater
part of that left waste is very poor soil belonging to the hill villages.

Of the cultivation about 64} per cent. are first and second class, an#™»

about 26 per cent. third class soil. The total population is 17,5691 or about;
116 persons to the square mile of the whole area, though in the plain
country it is nearly as dense as that of Lohara Sahuspore. The total in-
come of the Zemindar as shown by the accounts furnished to me was 13,510
* rupees ; but this was somewhat unterstated, and the actual receipts were
about 14,688 rupees, including 12,898 rupees realised from the villages.
I assessed the villages at 11,476 rupees, and estimated the income of
the Zemindar after assessment at 15,600 rupees. Upon these caleulu-
tions I based my proposals for increasing the revenue from rupees 810 to
4,700 rupees. The Settlement Commissioner however considered that
this assessment would be too high, and would not leave a sufficient mar-
gin for errors in the calculation of the Zemindaree assets, which were in
fact only approximately ascertained, and he consequently fixed the
assessment at rupees 4,000, including 100 rupees on account of the ex-

~ 809. This little estate, which originally formed part of that of
% ﬁI.HE'fEE. '~ “Gundye, lies to the south of Lohara Sahuspore,
e T between (it and Gundye.  There are 23 villages
~General d.dwfvﬁm’ in the estate, of which only 9 are in the plains.
Statistios, and agsessment. sy o w0l area is about 33,697 acres or about 52
~square miles, of which 40 square miles are hill and jungle. Of the whole
area about 5,620 acres are culturable, and of the culturable area about
41} per cent, is cultivated, the uncultivated soil being for the most part

“
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vocky soil among the hills. Of the cultivation about 78 per cent. is firsé
and second class soil. The population stated is 3,963 or about 76 to the
square mile, but in the nine plain villages the averageis 254 to the
square mile. The income of the Zemindar as gathered from his accounts
amounted to 3,317 rupees, and I assessed his villages at rupees 2,803.
After assessment I estimated his revenue at 4,200 rupecs, and propoged
1,050 rupees as the tukolee to be paid by him, that formerly paid being
598 rupees, These proposals met with the general sanction of the Set-
tlement Commissioner, who fixed the tukolee at 1,000 rupees, of which
amount 25 rypees was assessed on the excess Wastes.

310. This estate, like that of Silhetee, was formerly part of Gundye,

and contains twenty-one villages, eleven of which

BURBUSPORE, are in the plains, and ten in the hills, situated
Generaldeseription, sta- 10 the northern part of Gundye. The area is
tistics, and assessment. 21,362, acres or about 33 square miles ; of which
7,631 acres form the area of the plain villages.

Only about 59 per cent. of the soil is culturable, and aboat 68 per cent.

" of the culturable land is cultivated. The population stated is 1865 or

about 87 to the square mile, and even in the plain villages it is only
135 to the square mile. The estate, even if properly managed, would
never be so valuable as Silhetee ; but under the present Zemindar, who is
extravagant and grasping, it has fallen into a bad state ; nor will it revive
till he acts more equitably with his sub-lessees and ailows them some
of the profits of the villages, instead of seizing the whole collections as

-be has hitherto done. The receipts of the Zemindar amount to about

3,754 rupees, which is not a larger sum than the Zemindaree should pay
under proper management, as at present the sub-lessees are afraid to rea-
lise full rents from their ryots for fear they should run away, and leave
them alone to satisfy the Zemindar’s demands. I assessed the villages ,at

2,500 rupees ; and as there was little chance of the Zemindar being able -

to realise from the estate for some years to come, more than he has done
hitherto, it was not considered advisable to assess the estate at more than
930 rupees, 922 rupees having been the revenue previously paid, Of
the revenue 10 rupees was the amount fixed on the excess wastes.

811. This very large estate lies to the south of Gundye, but with
. the exception of some flilfteen villages in the vallcﬁ;y
of the Nerbudda on the borders of Gundye, the
THAROORTIOLA. . wiholeis s massof - bills-and’ jusile) S <insek
neral descripﬁon’ stae. entirely uncultuarable. The w. ‘area is about
tig\tcs, and aogesement, 127,039 acres or about 195 square miles, and
£ there are only twenty-eight villages with any
cultivation or population. Of the whole area enly about 40 per cent. is
in any degree culturable, and the greater part of this is almost worthless,
Of the culturable land about 10 per cent. is cultivated, and the -
lation is 2,867 or about 15 persons to the square'mile of the tom

42 to the square mile of the area of the inhabited villages. The total

receipts of the Zemindar as shown in the Zemindaree accounts amounted

Wt
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to 1,898 rupees. T assessed the villages ab rupees 1,478, and caleulated
the future receipts from land revenue at 1,650 rupees. The Sewai
revenug I put down at 600 rupees, for though the jungles alone ought to
yield more than this sum, yet as the greater part of them are almost
accessible owing to the absence of roads or water carriage, it will
pro#ibly be many years before they can be properly worked. Taking
the assets at 2,250 rupees yearly, I proposed 5§50 rupees as the revenue
of the estate. It was fixed by the Settlement Commissioner at 500
rupees, 50 rupees being the amount assessed on the excess wastes.

312. This little estate consists of seven villages situated on both
sides of the Great Eastern road, about sixty miles

WARARBAND. from Raepore. The whole area is only 7,233
General deseription, sta-  acres or about eleven square miles.  Of the total
tistics, and assessment. area nearly 82 per cent. is calturable, and of the

enlturable soil about 86 per cent. is cultivated,
and of the cultivation about 76 per cent. is first and second class soil.
The population stated was 2,719 or about 247 to the square mile. The
revenue 1 assessed on the villages was 1,821 rupees, and I estimated the
income of the Zemindar after assessment at rupees 2,400. He had never
paid any revenue for the eState, which was held as a maintenance grant
from the Mahratta Government, which had confiscated the estate of Don-
gurgurh, formerly held by his family ; and proposals were submitted to
Government for the continuance of the grant in perpetuity, but no
answer had been received when the report was written. S—

313. This little estate is a long and narrow tract lying to the west
of the Sunjaree Pergunnah, between it and the
¥ KHOJEE. Seonath river. The number of villages is 32,
Generaldescription,sta- @nd the area about 38,499 acres, or about 60
tistics, and assessment. square miles. Of this area about 88 per cent. is
culturable, and of the culturable soil about 427
per cent. is cultivated. Of the cultivation 49 per cent. is first and second
lcass soil. The population stated g 7,809 or about 130 to the square
mile. In the centre and south of the Zemindaree there is a good deal of
hilly and rocky ground covered with low serub jungle of but little value,
The reOe;lprJ;as shown in the Zemindaree papers, are 2,901 rupees a year,
and in- all did not amount to more than ;3,150 rupees. I assessed the
villagesof the Zemindaree at 3,719 rupees, and caleulated that tuhe actual
income of the Zemindar would be about 5,000 rupees with pr per ma-
agement. This the estate had not hitherto had, as the Zemindar is a
minor and wretehedly poor ; the estate has been managed by his grand-
mother, who ‘was quite unfit for the trust, I did not therefore consider
%ﬂm Zemindar could pay a much higher revenue than at present, ’
: péési,i:?zed to f&stshe:‘] t:seonemindar]flx,t mpeeg 1,370 or only 10 1u-
es in - excess of § rupees hitherto paid, and these proposals
were sanctioned by the Settlement Commissioner. i
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© 814. This large estate lies between the Balod and Sunjaree Per-
gnunnahs, and with the exception of eighteen

LOHARA. villages to the north, and those situated in the
General  description, Valleys separating the hills of the estate, is almost
and statistics. all a mass of hills and jungle. The jungle is va-

luable as containing a good deal of promising
young teak, and the hills yield iron which is worked te a considerable
extent, The number of villages is 103, and the total area is about
167,307 acres or about 261 square miles, but of this only about 29 per
cent. is culturable. Of the culturable area nearly 37% per cent. is culti-
vated, and there is little of the waste which it will be worth while to
bring under the plough. The population stated is 17,758 or about 68
to the square mile.

315. The Lobhara Zemindar is a Raj Gond of simple habits, and

has exerted himself to improve his estate, and he

Assessment. has always been exceedingly lenient to his ryots ;
consequently though the value of the property

had increased very largely wi&xin the last few years, yet the Zemindar’s

income had not increased in the same proportion, and his total receipts

as shown in his accounts were only 3,767 rupees, at the very low rate of

2 annas 1 pie per acre of cultivation. The assessment imposed by me on

the villages of the Zemindaree was 7,779 rupees, and I calculated the

total income of the Zemindar at about 8,500 rupees, and proposed 2,000

rupees as the revenue of the estate in lieu of 572 rupees hitherto paid.

This however was considered by the Settlement Commissioner to be too

“ “1arge and sudden an enhancement, and he reduced the Tukolee to rupees

1,500. ~

316. This estate lies to the east of the District, and is separated
from the Rajim Pergunnah by the Slxllrusngee

, nullah, along the Rajim boundary, and the Suka -
ot ain G nullah which runs Jthrough the centre of the
G.e“eml description, sta- estate. Thel'e are some good Viu&ges, but neal‘ly
tistics, and assessment.  two-thirds of the Zemindaree is covered with
shrub jungle of little value and rocky hills. The

total area is about 106,505 acres or about 168 square miles ; and of this,
72,148 acres are culturable. Of the culturable soil 3391 per cent. is eulti-
vated. The population stated is 11,296 or about 66 to the square mile.
The receipts of the Zemindar as shown in his accounts were rupees 2,332,
and the revenue assessed by me on his villages was 5,899 rupees, at the
rate of 3 annas 8 pie per acre of cultivation. His income after assess-
ment was estimated at 5,999 rupees, and would probably be more if it
were not for the bad management of the Zemindar, who has frittered
away a large portion of his resources in mokassa grants, as he is extrava-
gant and debauched in his habits. Considering the antiquity of the
tenure and the ignorance and a pathetic character of the Zemindar I
did not consider that he could pay a larger revenue than 500 rupees, .
which I proposed as the Tukolee o{ the estate. 2 e v P



119

317. These estates occupy a very wild tract lying to the extreme

east of the District along the Sumbulpore boun-

K%URBI}. SOORMAR, dary. The whole area of the tractis about
BURVREA, AND DEO- 366,618 square miles, and the tract is all more
; or less hilly, and almost the whole is covered
eneral  description, with jungle. The inhabitants are the wildest of
statistics, and assessment.  Gonds, Bhoomeas, Binjwars and Kowurs, and
the cultivation is little more, than nominal, as

the percentage of cultivated to culturable soil shows: this stood as fol-
lows in each of the estates :— ;

Nurra .. 1904
Soormar .. 1236
Kowrea .. 536
Deoree oo S0

Of the Zemindars, the Nurra Chief is a Kowur, those of Kowrea and
Soormar, Gonds, and the female Chieftain of Deoree is a Binjwar by
caste. They are not in any degree more civilized than the rest of the
population, and are miserably poor. The land revenue of their estates is
small and precarious, though somewhat more certain in Soormar and
Nurra than in Kowrea and Deoree. In the two latter estates the chief
dependence of the Zemindars is on the proceeds of their jungles, which
would be exceedingly valuable if held by men capable of working them,
as they yield large quantities of sl timber, some teak, and very fine
thatching grass, but which only yield the Zemindars the small sums £
400 rupees yearly in Kowrea and 850 in Deoree. The income of each
of the Chiefs was estimated at the following amounts, the estimate being
chiefly based on their own accounts :— ‘

.

Rs.
Nurra .. 304
Soormar ... 1,409
Kowrea . . ..., 929

Deoree LR | -

As the estates required capital for their improvement it was clear that .
the Zemindars could not pay a much larger revenue than at present. I
- consequently proposed to assess the revenue at about the same sums

hitherto paid, as is shown below :— i - i
: Former revenue.  DProposed assessment.
¢ , . i B e e Rs.
SV Nund 99 64 1 8 60
§ i Sodrmanys S0 918 10,10 220
o o Eowren +¥ it w106 18 8 ¢ - i 310

Dﬁom s we 10 4 1 20



120

318, This is a very wild tract, lying to the extreme south-cast of
the District. It is about 75 miles long, and
KHURRIAR. has an average breadth of about 18 miles, and
General description, sta- 1ts area is about 1,350 square miles. Though
tistics, and assessment. there is a considerable area of fertile soil in the
Zemindarde, yet it is so remote and the climate
so unhealthy as to give but few inducements to settlers, and the absence
of roads renders the export of the jungle produce, which forms the
grmgipal value of the property, difficult. As it was not measured, no
etails could be given as to the area of culturable soil or of the culti-
vation. The number of "villages was 350, but the annual income of the
Zemindar as shown in his accounts was 7,894 rupees. The receipts from
$he jungle were only given as 316 rupees, whereas in the neighbouring
and inferior estate of Bendra Nowagurh® the income from this source
was rupees 3,314 ; and this, at least, I assumed that the Zemindar might
realise, making his whole income up to rupees 9,144. The Tukolee
he had hitherto paid was rupees 1,600, and this was increased to
rupees 2,000.

319. This Zemindaree lies between Khurriar anl;i the Sehawa
Pergunnah in the south-east of the District, and
BINDI(‘;%RI;TI?WA witlgl the exception Deobog Talooqua to the
Ganerniosaription, sk~ extreme south, which is fairly cultivated, and
tistics, and assessment,  Some ten or fifteen villages in the valley of the
Pairi, and to the extreme north on the borders
“of the Fingeshur Zemindaree, the whole area of the estate isa mass
of forest with a few clearings here and there, inhabited by the wild
tribes of the jungle. The timber is magnificent, and an account of the
forests of the estates has been given in a previous portion of this
report. The length of the Zemindarce is about 68 miles, and its mean
breadth about 21, the total area being about 1,450 square miles. Except
here and there the soil is generally poor, and will never be worth much
except as forest land. The total income derived by the Zemindar from
the 350 villages of the estate, asshown in the Zemindaree accounts,
was rupees 3,328, and the jungle revenue was 1,250 rupees. As the jun-
gles were inferior to those of Khurriar, I considered that the revenue
* should certainly not be less than 2,000 rupees, making the total receipts
5,328 rupees, and upon this calculation his Tukolee was fixed at rupees
500, being an increase of 108 rupees on that hitherto paid. . .
320. This estate, which is the smallest of a.itlh tliae Feuaattlll):ies;
—FEUDATORIES, contains three Talooquas ; the largest, t o
R Lok Nm (l):ac ghooe%kudan, lées t.ozqthe gtl; z]f; thxcfh Gnndy;
& emindaree, and to the north of the Khyragur
CHOOEEKUD.AN’ Pergunnah of Khyragurh, and the Pandadah
. Generaldescription,sta-  Pergunnah of Nandgaon. The Bhirora and
tistics, and assessment. B}y Tyalooquas are both small tracts lying to
the north of Gundye and Purporee Zemindarees. The whole tract,
with the exception of a small area of jungle to the west, is extraordina-
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rily fertile, and the villages very populous, and is well witered by numer-
ous nullahs and by the Peepurea, Nerbudda and Soorie rivers. It con.
tains 105 villages. The area ¢ould not be accurately ascertained, as
there was no map of the estate in existence, but calculating the
area as equal to that of the same number of similar villages in
. Khalsa it is about 170 square miles. . The population stated is 33,484
or dbout 199 to the square mile of estimated area. The income of the
Zemindar, including the value of grain payments, was stated in the ac-
counts furnished by himself to be rupees 35,467, and the total Tukolee
'paid by him was raised from rupees 7,684 to rupees 11,000,

821. This estate contains five Pergunnahs ; namely, Khyragurh,
Luchna, Dongurgurh, Kholwa, and Khummrea.
KHYRAGURH. The three first lie to the south of Chooeeku-
General description. dan, and form a compact mass deeply indent-
ed on the western side of the Pandadah Per-
gunnah of Nandgaon! Of the other two Talooquas, Kholwa is a
small hilly tract lying between Gundye and Lohara Sahuspore, and
Khummrea is a very fertile Pergunvah lying to the extreme north
of the District on the borders of Belaspore between Lohara Sahus-
pore and the Khalsa Pergunnah of Nowagurh. The whole of the
Luchna Pergunnah, which is a very small tract, lies among the Saleh-
tekree hills, and there is a good deal of jungle in the western parts of
Dongurgurh ; but with the exception of these tracts, the Kholwa Ta-
looqua, and-a small area on the borders of the Droog and Dhumda Per-
gunnahs, where there are some rolling uplands intersected by rich valy.,
leys, the whole of the Zemindaree lands are exceedingly fertile, and the
soil for the most part black, and of the richest quality. ¥

322. The Zemindaree coutains 566 villages, and the total area, cal-
" culated in the same manner as that of Chooee~
Statistics and assess- kudan, is about 960 square miles. The popula-
ment. tion stated was only 109,860, being only about
118 per square mile of estimated area ; but these
returns are I believe untrustworthy, as the account papers of the Zemin-
daree were very defective. The total income of the Zemindar, including
~ the value of grain payments was, as stated in the Zemindarep
accounts, 1,32,985 rupees ; but several of the Pergunnahs were assessed
on progressive jumas, and taking these and the amount of the increase
_on the Pathree Talooqua of Dongurgurh and on the Khummrea Per-
gunnah, of which the thrse years Settlements were about to expire, I cal-
culated that the revenue would in 1869 amount to rupees 1,50,762 ; maks
ing with the receipts from jungle dues, which I estimated at 2,666 rupees,
1,563,428 rupees 18 the income of the Zemindar. The revenue assessed
tate was 47,000 rupees, that formerly paid being rupees 34,881

N

' R o

.%‘ |




B ol

122

323. This estate, like that of Khyragurh, is separated into several
divisions widely apart from one another. It

NANDGAON. contains four lr;erggn{lialf, Nandgaon, Dongur-
kit rh, Pandadah and Mohgaon. Of these, Pan-

SO Mool g:dah and Dorgurgurh, which form nearly two-
thirds of the whole estate, lie together to the south of the Khyragurh
and Dongurgurh Pergunnahs of Khyragurh, extending from the bor®ers
of the Droog Pergunnah to the boundary of the Bhundara District, a
distance of about 65 miles. The Pandadah Pergunnah lies to the north
of the Khyragurh section of Dongurgurh, and the Mohgaon Pergunnah
lies to the north of Dhumda and to the south of the Khummrea Pergun-
nah of Khyragurh. Thé estate is well managed, and in a most flourish-
ing condition ; the soil is generally remarkably fine, though not quite so
good as that of Khyragurh ; and there is little or no jungle in the estate
except to the west of Dongurgurh and in the hilly portion of Pandadah.

824. The area of the estate is perhaps a little less than that of
Khyragurh, and may be about 900 square miles.
Statistics and assess- The number of villages is 565, and the popula-
_ ment. tion, as stated in the census returns, which are
apparently much more accurate than those of
Khyragurh, is 132,561. The income of the Zemindar, astaken from
his accounts, was found to be 1,083,373 rupees, against 65,000
rupees, the revenue ascertained by Captain Elliot ten years before ;
and the rate of increase had not stopped, as was shown by the large
revenue collected in Khyragurh. Asthe Settlement of the Mohgaon
gt ergunnah expires in the year 1869, and that of the other Pergunnals
three years after, a considerable iucrease in the revenue was to be ex-
pected; and judging from the experience of past Settlements and the
rapid rise of rents over the country, it appeared to me that the revenue
in the course of a very-few years after the assessments, could not fail
to reach 1,40,000 rupees, including 1,000 rupees from the jungles,a
less amount than that of Khyragurh. The Tukolee hitherto paid was
rupees 34,714, and that assessed under the orders of the Government
of India was rupees 46,000, including 333 rupees for the jungle re-
venue liable to revision after three years. In the case of this, and in
the other ¥eudatory States, it was stipulated that a breach of Abkaree
regulations would entail a furtber penal assessment fixed at 5,000 ru-
pees in the case of Nandgaon and Kbyragurh, ‘

325, This estate occupies a very wild tract to the south of the
KAKEIR. . Dhumturry Pergunnah. The area is about

AN . . 1,000 square miles, and thé number of villages
M‘f-?‘ff’;‘;‘ d&mﬁm@;’ is 444.  The income of the Zemindar, as shown
AISHCS, and assesSEt in {he accounts furnished by him was 9,960
rupecs, and he had hLitherto paid no Tukolee, that of 500 rupees former-
ly paid by him having been remitted by Major Agnew under the orders
of Sir R. Jenkins, Resident at Nagpore in 1823, when the right to levy
Sayer duties was taken from the Zemindar, The Government of India
considered that the terms of the remission rendered the levy of a re-
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venue inexpedient, and accordingly he has been pell'mitted to continue
to hold his estate free of tribute for the future.

. M
V.—GENERAL RE- 2
SULTS OF SETTLE. 326 The following table shows the total
MENT AND 178 COST.

) revenue assessed at the new Settlement as com-
Wotal’ increase of re-

‘gﬁ;‘;]’:m“e‘;‘;?e‘*“"‘ ¥ pared with that formerly paid :—

Revenue for- § Revepue of

merly paid. | assessment. Increase.

Rs. JAP.] Rs. JAIP] Rs. JAJP:
Khalsa .. i .. 8,17,819| 0| O] 5,531,469, 0 2,13,650] 0 O

2

Khurear and Bindra-
Nowagurh :

Zemindarees including
14,860 0| 0 23,249| 0| 0 8,380 0| 0

Feudatories .o . 77,280| 0| Of 1,04,000] 0{ 0] 27,720/ 0| O

Total ... 4,009,959 0| 0 6,58,708 0 0] 2,49,759| 0| 0

i

Besides this increase there should be added the amount of th
TForest revenue, which could not be collected before the excess wastes
had been demarcated by the Settlement Department. The total annual
_increase will be about rupees 2,68,590.

327, The Settlement had up to the end of February 1869 cost
rupees 3,10,923, and as the whole of the misls
Cost of Settlement. will not be copied out and lodged in the District
Office before the end  of June, it will cost alto~
gether about rupees 3,23,000, an amount which has been already
more than realised by the increased collections made during the past
four years. »
328. After the status and payments of the malgoozars had been
*; determined by the proprietary right enquiries and
VIL—OPERATIONS  the assessment of their villages, the next ques-
Sgﬁ%%%‘é%{o tions that had fo be settled were those relating
! . to the rights of ryots and subordinate occupiers
Determination of sta- ©f land. 'Though none of these had any right
tus of suberdinate occu- before the Seftlement, yet they were, as has been
_ piers of laud. - shown in previous portions of this report, in this
PN y * respect no worse off than the village proprietors,
while many of them had equal claims to consideration with the mal-
goozars, from length of residence and the expenditure of money and
labour in the improvement of their holdings. e L
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829. Of subordinate occupicers of land

h ; y ¢

oﬁpﬁﬁseﬂzi*{gﬁt:fig}}fk who were entitled to rights there were found
to be three classes :—: ¢

I.—Ryots with absolute yights of ¢ecupancy at fixed rates.

II.—Maliq Muqgboozas. :
ITI.—Ryots with rights of occupancy under Section 6 of Act.*X,
of 1859.

330. Ineach Pergunnsh immediately after the announcement of
the Settlement the Superintendent ecommenced
Result of first inquiries  gnquiries as to the rights of these subordinate
fi’“;tfi’g:“‘l“em re-Inves-  holders. At first, owing to the causes explained
g ‘ in para. 240 of this report, the numbers found
to be entitled to rights were very small ; but, on the receipt of the orders
contained in the letter of the Foreign Secretary to the Government
of India, No. 131, dated 24th April 1868, declaring that the tenure of
ryots who would otherwise have bad rights of occupancy should not be
affected by their having changed their fields according to the custom
of the District, fresh enquiries were instituted.

331. For the purpose of conducting these enquiries, a special
Method pursuedin con- Staff under the superintendence of a trust-
ducting final enquiries. ~ Worthy Sudder Moonserim was appointed, and
the rights of each ryotin every village in the
District were again enquired into,+ Lists were prepared for each village,
giving the names of the ryots, the period of their residence, and other
requisite particulars, and every one of these lists was examined by-me
ferqonally and fresh enquiries were made in all villages where it seemed
o me that the first enquiry was defective.

332. At the close of the rainy season the District was divided into
three Divisions, one of which I took myself; and -
Rights of absolute oc-  of the other two, one was assigned to the Assis-
e ots secured by tant, Settlement Officer and one to the Superinten~
S, dent, and enquiries were made as to the rights
of each ryot in the presence of the malgoozar and all the inhabitants of
each village, disputes adjusted, and the Iists finally corrected. To each ryot
who was found to be entitled to absolute rights of occupancy at
fited rates under Circulars G. and I, Appendices Nos. X. and XII. to the
Settlement Code, a lithographed Pottah was given, showing the area
he was entitled.to hold, the rent he was to pay gluring the term of Settle-
ment, and the conditions inserted in the Administration papers of the
village specifying the rights to which he was entitled. :
333. These conditions, as Jaid down in the draft clause for inser-
tion in the Administration papers annexed to
Rights secured to occu-  your Circular No. 14 of 1868, secured to each
pancy. xyots with abso-  ryot a fixity of rent for the term of the present
iathie i and all future Settlements, subject to revision
at each recurring Settlement,—with rights of inheritance, mortgage,



125

sub-letting, and improvement of their holdings without asking the con-

sent of the malgoozar or paying a higher rent,—the right of sale

of their rights, subject to the condition that at the time of sale one

year's rent should be paid to the malgoozar, and that the mal-

goozar should have the right of pre-emption at a fixed rate, caleu-

2 at five years’ rent of the holding, together with the full value of

improvement made by the ryots, such purchase to be completed within

one month after the holding has been offered forsale. For Chuteesgurh

a special condition was inserted, that any subsequent change of fields

made with the consent of the malgoozar, cach ryot with absolute rights

of occupancy should be entitled to receive a similar quantity of similar

soil to that which he had formerly held, and that such change of fields
should in no way invalidate his rights. ~

334, The result of these enquiries has been that out of the total

number of 77,314 ryots in the District, 21,685 or

occ‘ff;:,‘i:‘;“fy.’;fs “‘;ﬁ“ﬁ‘} a little more than 28 per cent., have been de-
those with ™ conditional clared to have absolute rights of occupancy, and

*  rights of occupancy to to~ 4,432 ryots have conditional rights under Sec-

tal number. tion 6 of Act X. of 1859, so that out of the cul-
tivators mearly 34 per cent. have a higher status than that of mere
tenants-at-will.

335. In assessing the rents of these ryots, as a general rule I fixed
the rent at from 25 to 50 per cent. in excess of
Rents assessed on occu-  the revenue rate assessed on their holdings ; at
pancy ryots with absolute the Jower rates, I assessed ryots who had hela ™
"5?“" land in their villages for two or more genera=
tions when the aggregate period of their holding exceeded 50 years,—=
! ryots who had expended capital in the improvement of their lands,~—those
who were relations of the present or former malgoozars and who held
b " land on this account at favourable rates,—and those who had held lands
since 1840 and before the conuexion of the present malgoozar with the
village or who had Jived and held land continuousl{ since that time,
while the tenure of the malgoozar had been occasional and interrupted.
All other ryots I assessed at the higer rates. In many cases, however,
1 found that the malgoozars at the adjustment of rents treated these
ryots leniently and had not taxed their rents even to the amount above .
specified, and in almost all such cases the rents fixed at the time of the
first adjustment of rents were retained with the consent of both parties.

336. Of Maliq Mugboozas under Clause 14, Selection IT. of the Set-

A tlement Code only 90 have been recorded in 15

Maliq Mugboozas un- villages in the south of the District, where the
der Clause 14, an- custom of dividing fields has not prevailed to the
of the Bettlowent Code. oo extent as in other parts, while the 1,796
‘ryots in other parts of the District who changed their fields, but in
~ other respects had rights under the Clauseé, were declared ryots with
Mznghhofmmcy at fixed rates. 0 hihe e

i

§
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337. 'The other Maliq Mugboozas recorded in the Settlement pas

& pers were chiefly those who had g)lanwd groves

Other classes of Malig of trees, and the holders of plots of reserved Maa«

Mugboozas. fee land, as weli as some few who had held as

sub-lessees for a Jong period, and had improved

the village, but had not held for a sufficient time to entitle them to the
grant of such proprietary rights. W

338. The rights of the Kotwars or village police have all been

carefully enquired into, and recorded in the vil-

Kotwars’ rights record-  Jage Administration papers ; and special record

ed. in each case has been made as to whether the

¢ incumbent is entitled to hereditary rights or not.

839. A great deal of correspondence has taken place relative to the

appointment of Putwarees. As they had only

VIL—PUTWAREES. been introduced into ﬂll: lelstrict since the coun-

fanth try came under British rule, it was a question

rulf‘f’-ﬁf%’e’:.f“ ey s wiether it was advisable to continue an institu=

tion of such recent date ; but, on the other haud,

the ignorance and apathy of the Chuteesgurhee malgoozars with regard

to everything which does not appear immediately to affect their inter-

ests, rendered it hopeless to expect that they could ever be induced to

keep up the Settlement records or prepare the statistics required from

them without the help of aspecial agency, and it was therefore finally

¢ “¥etermined to retain the former staff of Putwarees, and to increase it

! tosuch an extent as the resources of the District would permit and as
A was required for the efficient performance of the work.

840. Accordingly the number of Putwarees was increased from

79 to 166, and the District divided into a number

Tulkabundee division of hulkas equal to that of the Putwarees. The

and increase in the num-  number of villages in each hulka varied from 10

or of Entwarass, to 80, according to the area and population, and

inthe jungle tracts of Lawun, Khullaree, Sehawa, Dhumturry and Balod,

the hulkas were even of a luxger extent than that above stated, the

« whole Pergunnah of Sehawa constituting ouly one hulka. And a Put-

waree nas %)eeu appointed to each hulka, and a rate of 4 per cent. to be
Jevied on the malgoozars for their maintenance.

341. In appointing the Putwarees I have endeavoured  as far as
N\ possible to appoint only men who are resi-
. “Candidates Dbelonging dentsin the District ; and as there were few can-
to the District preferred. (idates of this description Who had any acquain.
At ' ~tance with Revenue and Settlement work, I took
. measures at the beginning of July 1868, immediately after the recei
- of the sanction for thmnment of Putwarees for instructing candi

.

Sa

dates, and an experienced Moonserim was set apart mwwy.,- Wi

L

-
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342. Before any appointment tvas sanctioned, each candidate wag
jaka ) -required to measure and extract the areas of &
Candidates to  plot of from two tothree hundred acres, and upon

e e °€" @ Kzs passing this test he was appointed provi-
i : sionally to work in the Khewut, and tolearn the
4" remainder of his duties. By this means the whole of the newly ap-
| poirfted staff have acquired a cértain knowledge of their duties, and even
though it be not so perfect in all respects as that of those who have
worked through the whole Settlement, yet it appears tp me to be more
advisable to. appoint candidates of good character connected with the
District than to introduce strangers who would have more technical
knowledge, but who would not get on so well with the people.

343. From the time the first Settlement establishment was ap-

; ointed to the District in October 1862 up to

VIII-OFFICERS WHO ganuary 1864, Major Dennys and Captain Fenton

gﬂ%\l‘{Ghﬂ gFE tie the Deputy Commissioners of the District had
SETTLEMENT, AND ,charge of the Settlement. In Janua.ry 1864 l

REMARKS ON Lieutenant Ducat of the Bombay Staffi Corps

4 SUBORDINATES. was appoilxllted Ofll”iciating Settlement Officer, and

‘ . he held charge till my arrival in December 1864

1,198;53," oo o since which time I have held the appointment

of Settlement Officer without intermission.

344. After my arrival Lieutenant Ducat served for some months
as Assistant Settlement Officer, but was obliged
Remarks on subordi- o go to Europe on sick leave in May 1865. He.

r ngtes. was a most excellent Judicial officer and ren-

dered me "very great assistance in the decision

of proprietary right cases, and it was to the admirable organization in-

troduced by him into the Settlement before my arrival that much of the
subsequent success is due.

>

Mr. Sinclair has served as Assistant Settlement Officer from the
very first, and has had charge of the measurement establishment during 4
" the-whole, time. He is avery good executive officer, energetic, and
| zealous ; And it is to his exertions that the rapid completion of the mea- )
| surement is due. His Judicial work, though laboriously done, is not how- a
ever so good as his executive. : e

0
|

. The Superintendent’s office has been filled as follows; by Luchmun
' Simg from August 1864 to September 1865; by Ali Hosain from
4 September 1865 to May 1867 ; and by Jankeedass from May 1867 to
' . the present time, " .
 Jyuctmun Sing was dismissed, as incompetent ; and Ali Hosain
resigned. The latter was energetic and hardworking, but somewhat
inaccurate, and a great deal of his work has not been found to stand ~ |
> scrutiny., Jaunkeedass, who has served as Sudder Moonserim from the
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S i tefapt to record the rxghtso{the mhnbntanh i il
nﬁduion. . the Raepore District may g egree
successful. I cannot ﬂattet myself that the work
st nhultless,as in such a large extent of country some omissions and
. errors must have been, made ; but I hope that such as these are, will be
. found to be trivial, and thatnot.hmg essentmlwﬂlbefound tohm been

 left undone or negleot,ed.
I have the honor to be,

v Sir,

ol e st ‘ Your most SRR
L . BEWITT,
| RAEP 5, Settlement Offcer.,
: v OBE, ,}; 3 ﬁc"

 The lst March 1869. )| , i





