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1. The present district of Chindwara formed. a portior
of the old Nagpore Province. It comprises what was formodif- A
called Deogurh above the ghats, and a portion of Dquurh
bek‘v the ghats. ~These names will explain the natuu} vk
division of the district into two parts, :
2.  The Zer, or Zerghat, is described by Mr. Ramsay as
a plain “ intersected by ranges ut hills running out as spurs

¢ from the main line of ghats: * * “ Tho geneval surface is, o
“ however, flat or merely undulating, cu:t.pt where the spurs
#come down from the hills” The land “sown to be well

watered by numerous streams, chief amohg which are the |
Kunhan an affluent of the \V\'un'runga nn(i’ the Jam, which
again flows into the Kunhan. This portion of the district is
the most populous, and Mr. hmmuv spoaks highly of the
manner in which the land is cultivated

| 8. Thegeountry is but thinly wooded, and in natural

features bears a close resemblance tn the udw g iwm-m.
f Nagpore. MM'DWB same, and the people mof
o g 1a0e, - the same hnguagc, and have the same
astowms and M g

,0‘ ‘"“",,,‘q‘ AR .
4. The Bala;,}mt  §ract lying above Le gmi"‘caam |
(as regards its cen amd eastern portion) uf ygees »
- | of undulating valleys of black seil, produc
« ¥ crops, and separated by lang lines of
+ the country 18 of sag
“ metamorphic forms
“of very wild coun
“ re cultivation,




tho_, le are genenll . The dxmm
a P::" bdow and is hfe thay of Seonee ancf

T populahoﬂ of Chindwara may be md to be
nost entirely agnculmml. The number of towns is very
anll.  The most important af Chindwara itself, which‘has -
aboy t 9,000 inhabitants, and Lodbeekhera and. Pandoorna,
~ with sbout 5,000 inhabitants. The ouly town aboye t"he
f]ul.a is Chindwarn. Manufactures, there are scarce
“ dn the town of Lodheekhera a considerable num o{
;_;%f- weavers have con gawd and the brass and copper ntensils
. moude at that p have some celebrity ; but, generally
speaking, only common articles for local conswmption are
. manufactured. The trade of the district is not, considerable.
v Cotton from the perguonah of Mohgaon, goor, mowah
mem, and oil seeds are the chief articles of export ; while
m walt, piece goods, and a few miscellaneous articles ar

puru:d

7. The traftic that there is, s earried on mostly by
ameans of pack bullocks and buffaloes, owned by Telees,
Kullars, ams Bunjarabs ; for, with the exceptivn of the road
connecting Chindwara with Nagpore, there are at present wo
‘regularly laid out or made roads in the district,~-only countryl

~ yuneky-ad ~dut lwpassable at mmnu seasons of the )w
;hmo alone s Mud to be i mxpunc\. m aarts,

8. M. l\amu\ has devoted the third Cha ter of h
Meport to an account of the population of the distric
sAccording to the recent Census, the digtrict has 327,8
inhamw Of these, 128,252 are Gonds or Korkoos,

tribes thus number more than one-third of
Of the Hindu castes, the Aheers and Go

bees and Lodhees are most strongly represented. The

“best cultivators are said to be the Bhoyers, who are settled in
B ,lhzm:t. and after them the Koouboes.

Tho ancient hutory ofChindmmwtohemvolved







wgroome tho noighibouring Chiofs, and. ultimately 40 8
themselves entire mdepend%nt of Gurha MI!“F Wm

this they seem to have over.run amd incorporated with their
tbnmi:{nhe whole of the Nagpore country and a

p«-hon of Chutteesgurh.

10 Mr. Rsmu  states that * local tradition poinb tow
“®Gowlee been seated at arh previous tor
“ the period of t.ho Gon Rajahs.”  The Gowleos seom at one
time to have played a most important part in Contral Tndia
and in the Nagpore district as well as in Chindwara. it |
people still retain traditions of « Gowlee Raj, which preceded
the rule of the Gond Chiefs. To the time of this Gowlee: B o
they are wont to ascribe almost all ancient structures, whether
forts or tanks or temples.

11. To the Gonds suceeeded the Mahrattas, who, taking j
advantage of family quarrels between the sons of o ;W
Sultan, the successor o? Bukht Bualand, under the londerﬂtpﬁ gt
of Raghojee Bhonsla, made themselves masters of the eounﬁy 2 @
From that time, until the year 1854, when the Y
Province became British territory, the Chindwara m |
. remained under Mahratta rule, i

12. Chapter V of Mr, Ramuyu Report treats of the
Record of ta From the time of the Mahratta rule, the
land has always been held on what may be called Zemindaree
tenure. Every village had its Patel, who paid the m
to Government, drawing the rents from the caltivators. e
remuneration of the Patel was, as is stated, about lbw :
on the rental. The amount assessed on the
known to him ; he, again, distributed this amount
vm onlhnton

I Nk

. u Wamhylr Bauy,uﬂwﬂ :
~ the cultivators had n&oﬁud and indefeasible rights




‘“‘ Imd v '\“. 'W“ "nh h“!"t e ' e
“:ng. m the hands of one Wy&f
: generations, at the time when the distrigt
ciGiah Surritory: _ i

®

5 14#* The present Settlement bas heen made with the
I:lgnonn (Pn‘z’:l.c), to whom proprietary rights over their
* villages have been conceded. e manner in which thisfivas
effected has been thus described by Mr. Ramsay:—* Notices -
# were jssued in every villnze, calling upon all claimants t8
4 gome forward and prefer their claims within & certain fixed
. ““period ; at the expiration of that time, the actual
* % of the village was called up and cxamined as to his’
% of tenure, and so forth  Should no adverse claim have been
~spreferred. ios title to proprietary right was recorded; due
“eare being had to record the rights of all collaterals who
“might be found entitled to share in the village profits.” -

T

15 Mr. Ramsay notes the difficulty experienced in
many cases in induciug collaterals possessing rights to bring

. Morward their clams at the proper time. They frequ
~ ‘waitea for long periods of time before bringing to notice their
: olaims. The smmne Jifficulty has been experienced in several
districts 1 believe, however, that nltimately all claims of
this description were fully cuquired into and satisfactorily

! wors- 180 Tnferior proprietary rights in entire villages have
tnllnmnferr;d in but very few cases. In these cases the
‘persons on whom the rights were conferred were Theekadars,
who had, :;w:d'er. been in long undisturbed possession,

 ‘managing illages as they thought best, effecting improve-
‘ments, and paying little more than the Government demsand

L
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© 17 Four hundred and fifty-six persons have been
declared proprietors of their holdings or Malik Mugboozahs.
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© (#)—Cultivators of long standing.

\18 Tn para. 203 Mr. Ramsay refors fo cortain &
in the Mohgaon and Pandoorna pergunnahs ;
“who had been in the habit of mortgaging

disposing of their holdings for .m«mmm
»iho of the v “ Aﬁﬂ'

t of fact by am i t 2 |
el R R
“® ® Add to this that below the ghats very many of the
o Mal were non-residents and giv ;ﬂgx lm.lo or no per-
" superintendence to the village rs, and it
g readlly be imagined how the state of things above nfﬁ Sl
“to arose. But it wus clear to m mmdt.hsuho cuntnmvu e
“not of ancient date, nor founde m
“ right, and so no special ncogmuon of it has been

“ jnto the record.”

19. It may be doubtful, however, whether this 5 ”'{ ’33
nation of Mr. Ramsay was arrived at after a sufficiently ;
consideration of the case in all its bearings. Wlnblnu
says his object was ““ to maintain fixed nghts ludhm
- vhnuoever form they may have grown up, gﬂ

lative interference with the .mo,

euatohwodeckred irregular and umthonnd, an

o thess boldings anquped b

present occupants of these holdi i by
or held them under a usufructary m“rzgqo. In

mmh- M‘ unfair todcpﬁnMWU}

L



and tenan

2

2L

ts-at-will.

‘ ‘entitled to pmpﬂ. 7 A
‘disposed of* there remained o
Pl e Been divided into the same three
\-c‘lnsea as have been formed in other districts, viz., tenants
~with an absolute rightof occnpancy, simple occupancy tenants,

The first, class consists of cultivators, the
* mature and duration of whose tenure has been such as to entitle
- them to #mld their lands on easier terms than tenants-at-will,
or those whose connection with the village has been of recent
date. The second class is made up of all tenants who hate
~ obtained a right of occupancy under the provisions of Act X
~of 1859. The third class includes all cultivators who hold ®
their land subject to the sole pleasure of the landlord.
very clear, however, that the number of tenants of the second
* class may ‘be reinforeed by members of the third class obtain-
ing a right of occupancy by a holding of twelve years.
the number of tenants in the first class cannot
Jinerease, the number of those in the second class may do so.

Itis

While,

The numbers of the various kinds of proprietors and

tenants in the district are shown by Mr. Ramsay in his
Appendix No. XV, and are as follows :— 3
2 TP (he HE R - D g B
1 g’igiié EEIN R R
SR R r R R
' °E-...,'ar't“:‘§-'-'ﬁd'-”°‘ai 55 ip & :
3 53 Efg.ﬂ g?‘}?s-g'fu-g;,s pdl 2. g ngﬁ z
s Bg=? '..*515'::-5'5%.—.:;5%31 EE%: LER R z
= % z Iz Iz | = “ =
1,435 2788 | 22 | 29 456! 6,110 3,764 13,002

22.

, Mr. Ramsay has given a very full explanation of the
manner in which he proceeded to assess the district. He

v M first of all, that when the district came under British
c ma ment, it was over-asse

assessed, remissions had to be made,

Settlement had to be revised. ThelutSotﬂm

: ‘}mm at 80 per cent. of the assets. There was no
£ il waste which could be brought under

Mmy

finally concluded that, M

3 J” in prices nnghtbeexpeo‘ed and improvement in agri-
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tﬁke place, an

ﬂ:e Government demand by S0 Vi

‘nand has been reduced from Rs. 2,45 353 to 'Rq, :
sbnut 9 per cent,

‘24, | Mr. Ramsay's Report shows that m deal
’ﬁﬂp portion of the Seitlement of the district, he h
with great caution, and has sought to obtaiu all
information bearing on the capabilities of the disf
nature of the soils and the profits of agriculture. Hisia
ment, though it may appear extremely moderate, is, I b
- quite as high as could safely be imposed, and his rateion
land have been worked out with much care.

25.  In addition, however, to the land revenue, Go
ment now draws a cousiderable sum annually from the leasin,
out of the waste lands, which have been reserved as !‘WM
ment property. More than 780,000 acres have in this :
been reserv. Of this land, not more than 48
shown as culturable. These waste lands are
forest produce which they yield, and as grazmg
Although at present the income from them is not co
it will increase year by year. While in this manner th
of Government have been fairly considered in resery
waste lands, every village has received an ampﬁ
hnd over and above the eultlvated area.

36 lnChapterXI Mr Ramsay gwel an in

of the Chindwara Jagheerdarees, of the

tenure existing there, and the customs of the people.
ﬁwyuhowathenmdthemﬂ-
Itseaim, however, unnecessar
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~ PAST msmomr

'.l‘he Chmdm.ra district prevmus to the conquest by th& :
Maharattas of the country of re formed a
m‘:‘! history very " obs- portion of the ancient Gond Km 1 of Deogurh ;
L ts early history is involved in much bbacurbky,
and but little reliable information can be obtained on the subject. *

2. - Local tradition points to a Gowlee dynasty having been seated '

_ at Deogurh previous to the” period of the Gond

m"‘“‘ﬁ“"“' of the Gowlee  Rajas ; the present Jagheerdars of Hurrye, Son-

poor and others ascribe the original grant of their

lands to that period, but nothing exists beyond tr adition. The early
history also of the Gowlee dynasty is much wrapped in obscurity. -

0

el

3. At a very remote period Gond dynasties were established at
‘ Kherla near Baitool and Gurra Mundla ; there
Gulr’;”“"n i of Eheraand  appear also to have been a number of inferior
Gond Rajas more or less in dependance upon the
above rulers ; ultimately the Rajas of Deogurh overran and subdued
not only all the country in their vicinity above the ghats, but also the
lower country of Nagpore and Chutteesgurh, though the former name
was then unknown. 'I'he first Gond Raja of whom | anything certain is
b s known was Bukht Boolund, a contemporary
i of Aurungzebe, who invited the co-operation of
the Mussulmans tg secure” himself in his dominions ; even previous,
however, to his time it would seem that the Gond Ragas had paid a
nominal tribute to the Court of Delhi in return for countenance lnd g
support A4

4. Buhht Boolund appears to have resided chiefly at Degﬁ'nrb'
e e, but his successor. and Sultan resided ¢hi
at Nagpore of w ho would seem to ham b

5 Fumly dissensions followed the death of

finally in his mw
Dbadou among b8 Shah beuig driven out by !
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tained as a state pensioner for a long time after all power
had been taken away. The semblance of the authority of the «Gond
Rajas was maintained for purposes of polivy, and acts were passed and
appointments made nominally under the seal of their authority.

6. Tt is curious to observe that Bukht Boolund became a Maho-
medan, and since his time each succeeding head of the house has been
80 brought up although marrying with women ef pure o-called Raj
Gond descent ; these latter have been generally selected from the
Chindwara district. i

7. Since about the middle of the last century the lands of Chind-

i wara formed a portion of the Nagpore state,

"l though doubtless the territories held by the petty

Gond chiefs of the Jagheer tracts owed only a nominal obedience to

= Nagpore, and owing to the difficult nature of the country, it was not

easy to reduce them to complete subjection and their virtual indepen-

dance must have been connived at subject to the payment of a small
triLute. \

8. It is to this source we must ascribe the great general misery
: and devastation to which all the portions of Chind-
Raids of the hill Gends. 01 albove the ghats were Sub.rj)ected during the
-earlier portion of the present century. The losses of the Rajas of Berar
- during the great war which was closed by the peace of Deogaon’in
1802, had so crippled them that they were but little able to maintain
order in their own dominions, even curtailed as they were, while they set
an example by an indiseriminate system of rack-renting with a view to
supply tﬁe deficiency of the exchequer. 'The Gonds of the hills were
not slow to follow the example so set them, and issuing from their moun-
tain fastnesses pillaged and harassed the country in all directions. Some
attempts were made to keéep these raids in check by establishing fortified
outposts, the sites of which are pointed out to the present day, but these
‘efforts were unayailing to stem the tide of rapine that kept ever surging
backwards and forwards between the plains and the hills.

9. The Gonds however were not unmindfal of their allegiance to
: Nagpore, and on the fall of Appa Sahib after the
. lw sheltered by gelebrated battle of Nagpore he found a welcome
iyt and a shelter among the Jagheerdars until he was
finally expelled by British arms, not without great difficulty‘owing to the
' wild nature of the country. Chain SLah the grand father of the present
g Jagheerdar of Sonpoor was after an obstinate resistance finally captured
:)I the troops under Major O’Brien and with him collapsed the fortunes
- of Appa Sahib SR
' 10. The country tl‘:leﬂ came telilrorarily u_mierh Bri;ish manng;ment,
Sl R e P in Montgomery the Superintendent as
RO - : ;‘:was“’ med of &gomdwrnym had thp:ndiﬁcult task
‘before him of restoring order and confidence among the people after
s : ° > e S TR
y , 4 s T hagl
% e

v




So. sneoessfnl 'lns efforts that
” ity restred. ed‘:f?ta former nondxtgf a.nd'

""’1’& mco'nit&'eim' ﬁmﬂ
rule on the - death ofthelate

gurh besides the that
mdmc‘mw ~ sists in two pieces of lnnd lﬁnﬂenf
and Mnhkhmr held rent-frae in the name »oftbe Saont ik




4 ’ ©

CHAPTER II, ~

x . TOPOGRAPHY.

14. The “Khalsa” part of the Chindwara district formerly com-
) ¥ prised 1657 villages measuring in all 2,703,702
: acresor about 4,224 square miles. There were
besides the Jagheer estates which have not been measured but whose
area may be roughly computed at about 1,400 square miles, giving a
total area to the district of 5,624 square miles.

» 15. Politically the district was divided into four Tehsecls, but hby

" ; ‘ recent arrangements the number of Tehseels has
e been reduceég to two, one comprising the whole of

__ the pountry below the ghate, and the small Pergunnah of Khumarpanee,
and the Chindwara Tehseel embracing the rest of the district. To
effect these changes and for greater ccmpactness of outline a number of
villages have been transferred to the surrounding districts. Thus 42
have been transferred to the Seonee district and 9 to Nagpore, one be-
ing received from that district in return, 136 villages to Baitool and 38

to Hoshungabad, which leaves the number of Khalsa villages at 1,433.
The old Maharatta subdivision was into nine Pergumnahs and four

Tehgeels. . "
~ 1B._'The district lies between the 21st and 22nd parallels of North
. latitude and the 78th and 80th parallels of East

: longitude, and is vaturally divided into two por-
tions, $hat above the ghats or high table land separating the plains of
Nagpore fiom the valley of the Nerbudda, and that below the ghats.
Practically however it may be said to consist of three different portions
each varying in outward appearance in geological character, population
and agriculture. 5

17. 'The Khalsa lands form two very different tracts viz. that be-

low and that above the ghats. While'the Jagheer-

‘.hgmi:t party aboveand - daree estates above referred to form a  third por-

o ot o tion quite/distinct from the other two in most res-

pects, my present remarks will be confined to the Khalsa lands which

~ alone have come under the regular settlement. The description of the

& 1»&@@1’5 and the nature of the settlement therein introduced will form

W 1e subject of a scparate branch of this report. =

18. 'To commence tl}x;n withdthe- trat;‘t*})lelpw the &l’m&s ,d this for-

[ Ak ! merly formed part of the great Gond dynasty of

T e e Deogurh N TY gity-and in now distinguish-

‘ed by the term “ Zerghat” Mﬁﬁn ¥pper portion of the Chindwara

distyict is known as the  Balaghat.” Ttis by far the best populated
o gy PR ; B 2
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and most highly cultivajed part of the district, awd in fact as regards
agriculture the crops raised and the expenditure and appliances brought
to bear upon the land is second to no portion of India that I have yet
seen either in the Bombay Presidency, Berar, or the Central Provinces.

19. It comprises many varieties of soil but the general feature is
that of plains intersected by ranges of hills run-
ning out as spurs from the main line of ghats, the
same being occasionally of trap and occasionally of sandstone formation,
while elsewhere metamorphic rocks and schists prevail. The general
surface however is flat or merely undulating except whete the spurs
come dowa from the hills ; on the imwediate edge of the ghats the
country is very wild and broken and population is very sparse.

20.  The river Kunhan, one of the affluents of the Wyne Gunga,

. flows through the richest portion of the basin, and
e Kunhan. p bid ¢

. thewe is another large stream, the Jam, flowing
from the westward which joins the Kunhan about the junction of the °*
Chindwara with the Nagpore district : there are numerous other plen-
tiful streams but the above two are the only ones of any size which
traverse this part of the district.

21. The Wurda River from Baitool forms the western boundary

of the district, the opposite bauk of the stream
ko e being the Province of Berar.

Wasral foatures.

22, The Zerghat of Chindwara merges insensibly into the Nag-
4 pore district, it has about the same average height
i “above the sea, viz. about 1,000 feet, and possesses a
very similar climate, the heat during the swmmer months being very
intense, while the cold during the winter months is never very great,
and for this reason it is held to be generally salubrious by the natives;
on the borders of the ghats however, fever is very prevalent after the
rains.

23, The villages are large but not well built and often dirty asis
commonly the case in Mahratta districts, and though
there are occasional groves of mango and other
trees yet on the whole the country is thinly wooded except of course the
jungles on the slopes of the Ghats. ’

24. The Balaghat or part of the Chindwara district above the
: ghats has a totally different outward appearance,

b Rfagtnt. and again, different portions of it vary® much both
in outward feature, nature of the soil, population and agriculture. The
central and eastern portion consists of a succession of undulating valleys
of black soil progucing fine autumn erops and separated by long lines of
trap hills some utterly burreny while in others the top lands Mﬁ A
some sort of cultivation vmiéﬁkof, course very much in quality.. The

richest part however lies immediately to the east on the borde
.m%-gmmamww ‘ergunnah, as it is termed, of
G & - b R T "\—’*_‘I’ ", | "‘., S :

Villages.
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pfésents to the eye during the cold season an alinost unbroken sheet of
wheat cultivation stretching away for miles as far the sight can reach.

25. Towards the edge of the ghats again, to the south and south-

Ths Gihata east, the land is more broken and intersected by
‘il‘, ; ravines, but there are in places patches of excellent
80!

26. To the west again the country is of sandstone and occasionally
P 0 schistose and metamorphic formation, and here
ungle tracts. ; :
there is a large tract of very wild country sparsely
inhabited with but little regular cultivation and clothed in places by
“dense Forest.

27. It is intersected by the Kunhan river which, forcing its way
s through a rocky gorge in the line of (Ghats, makes
! its way through the Zerghat as above stated.

28.° The only other rivers of any size are the Bail which forms the

s e Pensh south-western boundary between the Baitool and

: ? ’ Chindwara districts, and the Pench river which

" rising in the Jagheer tract near the sanatorium of Mohtoor runs through

the eastern portion of the district and escaping from the hill country by

avery narrow and rocky passage dotted with small waterfalls at last
joins the Kunhan near the station of Kamptee.

29. The Tawa also, a large river joining the Nerbudda a little
e T above Hoshuncabad, takes its rise not far from
! that of the Kunhan, flowing due west into the
‘Baitool district but in its course through the Chindwara district, it is
‘but a sandy channel dry for the greater portion of the year.
g A, 30. Besides the above there are a number
. e of small streams which can be made available for
irrigation.
31. There are but few towns of any importance in the district,
s those of Mohgaon, Pandoorna and Lodheekhera
S below the ghats arethe only ones rising beyond
the category of mere agricultural communities. At Lodheekhera a very
considerable trade is carried on in weaving and the manufacture of brass
utensils. ;
32. Above the ghats the town of Chindwals)ra isktge only one
a7 having any pretensions to be ranked as a town
ke : ‘andmigt isyng;; distinguished by any particular
~art or manufacture. ol ¢
' 83. The general appearance of the villages is poor in the extreme.
Sl : ~ The ways are narrow and irregular, the houses
_ General appearanceof the  mostly Consist - of a sort of wattle and dab or else
o7 - of mere mud, while a thin thatch kept down in
its place by poles in the form of roof is most commouly adopted. Few

e
o %

* £
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even of the better off among the class of landholdems have more preten-
tious dwellings : below the ghats some fow of the villages have rather .
better houses but even here also where the agricultural community, or
in other words, the bulk of the population are so well off one canmot
help being struck with the almost total absence of bricks, tiles and

lime mortar in the construction of their dwellings.

34. The jungle villages inhabited by the Gond population are
Sk en general much neater and cleaner than those
. of the more open country, consisting generally of
one long street, and each house having at the back a patch of garden
land usually under cultivation with Mukka or Indian corn-beans, or
tobacco, and as these are generally highly manured they are most
productive. '

35. Similarly round almost all the villages in the district there
exisi these patches of garden land which, as the
have been hitherto almost totally exempt from
assessment, have formed the chief source of livelihood of many of their
occupiers.

36. The Chindwara district must be pronounced to be very
badly off as regards means of communication.
There is only one regular road deserving the name
of such viz., that leading from Chindwara to Nagpore, this has been
under construction for some years past but not much has been complet-
ed within the limits of the district. Another road to lead from Chind-
wara to Seonee was projected some years ago but the scheme has now
fallen into abeyance. The other ways are mere country tracks passable
or otherwise during the monsoon months just as the quality of the
soil happens to be over the granite and sandstone the surtace remains
firm and even under the action of the rains, but the black soil plains
become deep swamps utterly impassable to wheel carriage.

87. Though the district is essentially : mountainous one and

e clothed in places with forests comprising great

i g oo varieties of frees and shrubs, yet there is but little
that can be dignified with the name of scenery in its true sense, saving
only the tract of country comprising the Puchmuree or Mahadeo line of

hills and these form part of the Jagheerdaries. I shall reserve the mention
of them for another place. W
38. Nor on the other hand is the district in spite of its numerous 4
B ot L e jungles rich in the number of its wild animals :
variety there is certainly, comprising the Tiger,
Panther, Leopard, and other beasts of prey, the Bear, the Bison, the
Sambur, the twelve-horned Deer, the spotted Deer, the Nilgae and various
varities of Antelopes. Still mome of these are anywhere numerous and
the sportsman may toil for days and days through the jungles without
beingrewhmmmmghtmqtaqm. S
A 3 ¥
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E 89. There are b;t fh:f objects t;'f_ interest .in the distriet, The old

Fay ort of Deogurh, situate on a small hill about mid-
,,Objp.moﬁht@mt-. way between the upper and lower country, still
remains as a monument of the fallen Gond dynasty, the representative
of which still lives as a state pensioner in Nagpore. In Chindwara it-
self there are still standing the mud walls of anold fort said to date
from the time of the Gowlee Raj, a period to which the people frequently

refer when Questions are asked concerning the past but of which they

are utterly unable to give any account whatsoever® Further, beyond a few

old fallen temples of which no account can be derived from the villagers
there are no ancient objects of interest whatsoever.

40. Other old forts thereare or * Gurhs” as they are termed, such

G T, as Assairgurh, Hurrvagurh, Gurgujgurh, and others,

but these now are mere hill tops possessing the

name only without any material evidences of their having been furtified

structures,

4l A person coming from some other parts of India would per-
i haps be struck by the almost entire absence of
- Tanks. This is to be accounted for, partially I

“think, by the fact of their being so many small streams which serve to

water the village cattle while almost cverywhere wells can be sunk to
supply the wants of the population, partly also it may be accounted for
by the long years of misrule uuder the Mahratta Government when the

eople were flecced and rackrented and when there was little or mo
money left among the village community to devote to building tanks or
such like works not of immedinte necessity, and even now when better
days have come upon the people there seems to prevail a general apathy
apon this and other such subjects which I suppose it will take the expe-
rience of another generation to see thoroughly eradicated.

42. 1 have mentioned the climate of the ¢ Zerghat” of Chindwara
as being similar to that of Nagpore : above' the
ghats a temperate climate is eijoyed similar to
that of the adjoining districts of Baitool and Seonee. The hot winds

- Climate above the ghats.

A only last fur two months, April and May, and niglhts are always cool and

leasant, The average range of the thermometer is not high, and in
the cold season frost is experienced for days and sometimes as I can
aver from personal experience, for weeks in succession during the early
hours of the morning when the temperature is the lowest.

43. Tl}e average range of height above the sea for the Balaghat is
about 2000 feet, Chindwara itself being I believe

fese W'M“m over 2,200 feet. Mohtoor the spot chosen for the

;! umrmm and sitnate in one of the Jagheers is about 1000 feet higher

s Chindwara, and the Puchmurree plateau possesses a similar cleva-

cud
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tion, but the climate of Chindwara itself'is so temperate (for India)

. and the change to that place has been found so beneiicial to,the invalid

soldiery at Kamptee that it is a question how far any better savatorium
hnqvmedthmthe&vﬂmh e ;
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44. TLast May (1866) at Mohtoor in a thatched house, ka_gt. pen
ey to the air the mercury ranged as high as 97 dogly,
- while I was there, and at Chindwarra itself in an

ordinary house I do not believe that the glass ranged any higher.
45. - The clin&atel of Chindwara should be very healthy and I be-

: ieve it is generally considered so; fever of course
Salubrity of the climate. g0 prevail in pla{:es but on the whole ot of s

malignant a type as thut prevailing in the Baitool district. Here of course -

I am speaking only of the results of my own experience during the
vears that I have passed in those two districts.

46. Thus then I have attempted briefly to describe the outward
physical features of the district ; it will be seen to
‘i‘mi:d featares of the pregent many broad contrasts and to possess many
’ varieties of outward form and feature which are
reflected back in the nature of the population and the mode of agricul-
ture. These points will be more fully brought out when I come to touch
upon the agriculture of the district and the various races which com-
bine to form its population.
47. 1 may observe in conclusion of this branch of the subject that
the three different portions of the district to which
_Three natural sub-divi- T have above referred may be likened to three
sions of it. . . I .
successive steps leading upwards it is true, in
the literal sense, but in reality as they ascend going downwards in point
of prosperity and industry. The rich country below the ghat has its
ample population and its teeming grain yards, the adjoining portion of
the Khalsa land above the ghat is still rich in its agricultural resources
but there is a marked difference for the worse as regards the industry,
ingenuity and’capital bronght to bear on the land, and lastly to the
north come the wild Jagheerdaree tracts with their hills comprising the
highest points in the district, their landowners indolent and overwhelmed
with debt, their population of Gonds more inclined to drink than to

labour for a maintenance and as a consequence much good land even in

such a poor wild country, now lying idle but only requiring the hand of
industry to bring forth its store of corn and oil for the service of man.

48. To time only can we look for any improvement in these res-
pects, but standing isolated as the Gonds do

lmprovement, the work  from the rest of the population by their langnage
e e and religion, their manners and customs, and slow

us they are to receive any impressions from without it is ggpossible to
feel very sanguine as to any material progress in the immediate future.

49. Further details as to soils and Geologu;aé f(;tmat'gox?ﬂ :vilz be
: ead of Agriculture,

CA y found :Lsewhere under the .
50. The geologieal formation of the northern portion of the dis-
- trict embracing the group known as the Mahadeo

geologist, but as a fall account of these is to be found in the published

Mineral resouress. o dctones forms a highly interesting study to the

L : ! ; -
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récords of the Geological Survey of India it is needless forme to dilate

upon them in this place. _
" 51, Bimilarly as regards the coal measures which are now known.
i to extend over a large portion of the district;

: special reports having been submitted on the sub-

* ject, nothing that T could add would be of any value or interest.

. 62  Thus much however.I may say that I believe the Chindwara,
U et o .district to be as rich in the natural resources of its

, T soil as any in the Central Provinces. Its coal is now
well known ; there is abundance of sandstone of excellent quality well
adapted for many purposes, and limestone of various sorts : clay well
adapted for bricks, tiles and all kinds of pottery is abundant, iron has
not been found but there can be little doubt that it exists; small par-
ticles of gold have been discovered. This is a mere outline of the gifts of
nature made but little account of at present but they will be capable of
great development when the means of communication are better opened
out,

‘
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POPULATION. IRT IR E
53. I now proceed to give a slight sketch of the different races’
composing the population of which a return is ap-
pended being the result of the census taken in

November of last year (Appendix No. V.)

54. It is well known that there exist a number of sub-divisions of
ol ? this caste, all however assuming the generic name
of Brahman. The majority however of those found
ift the Chindwara district are Mahratta Brahmans whose original country =
is the Deccan, they are generally the descendants of men who followed
the old Mahratta invaders to the conquest of Central India and who
found employments in all branches of the political and civil Adminis-
tration in every capacity from the Prime Minister down to the mere
Mootsuddee or Writer. These men have never in any way intermingled
with the other Brahmans of Northern and Central India, but have ever
kept up their ancient traditions and their connection with their old
home the Deccan. They are a clever intriguing race but as regards
their intelligence and ability generally they must be pronounced t6 have
degenerated considerably from the ancient type. : 5
55. They are not found in large numbers in this district but they
occupy almost every position in the social scale
from the well to do- village Proprietor down to the
meanest solicitor of alms at the house door. Some are employed as
agents or writers, some have land which however they never till with
their own hand, and generally they fill all situations where some sort of
education is required. With the exception of Kayuts and a few of the
mercantile classes they are the only body of men having any pretence to
education of any sort., Nearly the whole of the village Putwarees be-  *
long to this caste. These men are not much looked up to by the races
from upper and northern India but are chiefly held in honor by the |
Mahratta Sudras. i\
56. The great body of the Agriculturists below the ghats are Mah-
P ratta Sudras known as Koonbees of whom
; there are various subdivisions, such as the Tirolee,
Lonara, Levo, Dholewars and others. These are essentially a Mahratta
race, the same that formed the bulk of the armies that were led to con-
quest by Sivajee and his ?rlike descendants. Time however has al.
wiost entirely obliterated the military element in their nature and th
uow aré among the most d! cultivators though sturdy Mﬁ:
dependant at times in the prosecution of what they may consider their
~ rights. - These men are the real Mahrattas, the same as are now foun
all over Berar, Kandeish and the Deccan, but the term * Mahratta”
" A y . A

4 ¥

Census return.

Their number small,
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seems to have bLeen specially appropriated by a few families who claim
1o themselves special distinction and high lineage. &
57. The Koonbees below the ghats are good cultivators taking
i : ~_much paios in the preparation and manuring of
soootibees. good Cultiva-  the land, and in weeding and otherwise securing
B ot the crop afterwards. 1In the matter of irrigation
however they are rather behind hand owing no doubt to the force of an-
cestral eustom, There are comparatively %ew Koonbees above the ghats
and only a few Koormees speaking the Hindee language.
8. This class is pretty numerously represented in the Pandoorna
S Perguunnah below the ghats: and in Pergunnah
ity Mobhkhair chiefly above the ghats : they are mot
able to give any very distinct account of themselves, but it is supposed
that they originally came down from Northern India whence they were
driven by the tides of foreign invasion. They are a very hard working
and industrious race ever ready to avail themselves of any means of
1rr$t.wn They may be pronounced to be the best class of cultivators
in the district. They are, however, very much addicted to drink which
has led many of them into debt and difficulties; their own langunage is
Hindee but from contact with the Mahrattas most of them can speak
that language as well.
59. Another chicf branch of the agricultural community are the
i Lodees, one of the classes of kshutree cultivators,
Gt who are said to have emigrated Northern India
about the time of Aurungzebe. They are found chiefly in the Amurwara
Pergannah the most northerly part of the district and from thence they
are found extending down the valley of the Pench river for some dis-
tance to the South ; nowhere else are they found in any numbers and
they would thus scem to have occupied the first lands they could find
unoccupied in thier southward journey and there remained. They now
form large brotherhoods, but the tenure of their villages has remained
in simple zemindaree in the hands of one or more of the heads of a
family, the various collaterals being quite content to remain in the posi-
tion of tenants. They are generally considered good and enterprising.
‘cultivators but I do not think them equal to the Bhoyers in this respect..
© 60, There are but few Rajpoots in the district and so much has
& p been written concerning them that it is needless
S ‘ to say much in the present instance. We know
that they claim celestial origin, and that as far as is known they 'origi-
~ nally eame from the province of Oude, and in course of centuries have
 been broken up into numerous sub-divisions losing mueh of their former
- high chavacter and purity of blood, in fact fhere are but few left of the
~ onginal race and those of this district are but degenerate representa-
| i 1,“:‘“5‘;‘_! iy, g * s » .. 7, 3 ‘
61, There m_;ne or. t::d families g ing the na)
AT SR e L vt B 4 dm.‘ 1 ing hi _”v“
Fon Tloor. . fucther detals %
rst came into the district.
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62. There are no entire communities but they exist only as a few

- scattered individuals among t{e rest of the com-

munity. In fact the Rajpoot race in these parts

is chiefly known under some one or other of the subordinate races into

which they have come by process of time to be sub-divided ; amongst
whom are the following.

Rajpoots few in number.

63. These are oiginall{ of Rajpoot origin and to this day pride
% themselves on the antiquity and purity of their
. descent, but they are looked down upon by socalled
pure Rajpoots as baving demeaned themselves by putting their hands
to the plough and occasionally eating stale bread when out at work in
their fields. They are said by the Rajpoots to be the illegitimate des-
cendants of some former chief by a woman of low caste. ey are not
a very numerous class but there are some large brotherhoods of them
holding villages in Byacharee tenure ; chief among them are the Chow-
drees of Chindwara a family having many branckes settled in the
district; they are fair cultivators but difficult to deal with, they are
ignorant and obstinate and proud besides, and have given more trouble
in the various stages of settlement operations than any other class of the
community owing to their family feuds and dissensions. Among them
are some of the very oldest settlers in the district dating back from
many generations ; having occupied only the more central portions of
the district they would seem to have escaped from the raids of the
Pindarees and Gonds by which the other parts of the district were
depopulated. -

64. This race is found more or less all over the district and the
are chiefly engaged in garden cultivation thougﬂ
they carry on ordinary cultivation as well; they
also raise sugar-cane and occasionully opium, but their chief gains are
derived from the growth of miscellaneous produce, such as, onions,
garlie, turmeric, coriander and various vegetables, which taking but a
short time to arrive at maturity enable the land to be cropped several
times in succession during the year. There are again sub-divisions of
the malees like as is the ease with all other tribes of the Hindoos,
Malees of each particular division geunerally confining themselves to
some one particular branch of cultivation, i

Malees,

- 65. The above are the -chielt; repreaentativl:: :;‘f theu agricultural
’ community, but there are the following castes
Otber Cultivating classes. o\ raced g the culture of the land, Kach:fsalhda —
to the Malees, and similgly engaged in Garden and other irrigated
cultivation. Kirars an _inferior caste but industrious, Murars fount
chiefly in the Mobkhair Pergunnah, Alkarees growers of Al, sai
" to be%f jpoot descent and found only in the Pandoorna P
rs of the Nagpore district. s

on the bord
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66. The Gowlées are naturally an important class in a district

possessing such large tracts of waste land adapted

for pasturing cattle. They claim a very high

- origin and pride themselves on the purity of their descent. Not much
is known of their former history, but it is the custom in this district to
refer all ancient monuments for which no other history is forthcoming
to the period of the “ Gowlee Raj,” which is said to have existed in
days gone by. The story told by the present Rukbunsee chowdrees of
Chindwara is that their ancestors were retainers of the Gond Raja
while the Town and Fort of Chindwara were held by a ruling family of
Gowlees ; that their ancestors were duly empowered by the Goad Raja
to posses themselves of Chindwara which they accordingly did by driving
out the Gowlees and there they havé remained to the present day.

Gowlees.

G7. There are said to be several divis:iionfd %f the Gowlee race and
Al : these again are sub-divided into numerous s
T f:ngxilies ; many of the Gowlees are eng'agg‘:td
. in ngriculture especially among the poorer ones, but their chief occupa-
tion is cattle breeding. The milk of their cows furnishes ghee which is
exported to the nearest market, and the young steers also are sold off,
the cows only being retained. I have made mention elsewhere of the
Khumarpanee breed of cattle, in that Pergunnah there are some wealthy
Gowlees possessing very large herds fiom which they derive a large
profit.

68. The wild Pergunnah of Assair is also ancther of their strong-

' : holds from the amount of pasture found there, and
SR A generally they are found all along the valleys of
the Pench, the Kunhan, and other smaller streams. During the hot
months they migrate elsewhere in search of water and pasture return-
ing to their villages by the monsoon when they proceed to cultivate the
small patches of garden land attached to their houses.

i 69. The cattle of Khummﬁ:mee are invariably driven off to the
upland of Mundla and Raegurh Bichia during the

et b b
. eu‘ﬂ: Raegurh * ot months.

70. The Gowlees inhabiting the distriet belong to the followmg

. different classes each of which is said to be divided
Various clasess of Gow- into twelve and a half \gots or families. The

o TP i different classes of course do not intermarry nor do
ANy dogathet. 4, . eph o g il
71. These engage as much in agriculture as in cattle keeping
3i| 2 b . and very many of them are Proprietors of villages.
ﬁ Pendkmer in,tbe more oponpm:t of the country, = ,u“‘

NI £

€
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72.  Dholya and Malay Gowlees engage but little in agr

the former occupy the Khumarpanee Perguunah. ;

Dlwlytnd Malay Gow-  the latter are found chiefly in Asaau', and m som i

of the Jagheer tracts.

73. The Bhais Gowlees as their name imports clneﬁy rear Bnh |

faloes and engage but seldom in cultivation. - The

Vil Spmrionn Khetarey Gowlees on the other hand live chiefly

by agriculture ; the m:uonty of them are settled in the Assair Per-
gunnah.

74. The Telees are engaged in a variety of pursuits and form an
s ' important class of the community. Their primary
occupation as their name denotes is the manufac-

tare and sale of oil, and they are divided into different classes according .

to the particular oil which they may be specially engaged in manufactur-

ing. They are also engaged in agriculture but their chief source of gain .

is the carrying miscellancous produce, such as Mowha, and other
spontaneous fruits of the forests and also grain and miscellaneous arti-
cles. They manage to realise large profits by this trade and they are
generally well off, some of them possess villages and cultivate land
but they never in person put their band to the plough,

" 75. There are only a few of this caste in the district chiefly in the
e Chowrye Pergunnah, but they are found occupying
o all situations as landbolders, cultivators, writers,
agents, and some times Putwarees, The Kayuts, asis well known, are
a low class of the Hindoos, but they are all more or less educated and
prefer depending on their intellects and pen for subsistence to engaging
in manual labour. They are a elever versatile race, but not very re-
markable for honesty or morality. They appear to have been

advanced by the Mahomedan conquerors of Central India, who found

them more pliant and subservient as agents and servants than other
castes of Hindoos. They have but few religious or ceremonial prejudices

and are much addicted to drink. This caste furnishes the greatm ;

number of writers and other Government servants,

76.  These persons also carry on a similar trade to that of the
ki Telees exporting produce of various sorts and im=
‘ porting iu return salt, cocoanuts and “kirana”

as it is termed or miscellaneous wares ; their ‘nataral vocation, however,

is the distilling and selling the liquor produced from the flowers of
Mohwa tree. These men have frequently realised large gﬁﬁh by sup-

ymgtkeGonﬂcm&thuorm ‘return for which they
gi on very “terms and timber when required. Aa,
gnhz‘  the . nts of these transactions and managed to
ally in hisdebt, it can  readily be imaginad Uh
to pay very dear indeed for thexr 1;qnor. RIS
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77. At present the Kulars are chiefly found in the Assair Per-

gunnak where the Mohwa is plentiful and the

drinking classes preponderate but there is a

poulars ehiely confined . gprinkling of them all over the district more es-
5 ’ pecially in the jungly tracts.

78. Bunias form but a small portion of the population being
i found only in the towns and larger villages. Less
; necessity exists for this class of persons owing to
the custom of holding weekly bazaars or markets on different days of
the work at the chief villages of each Pergunnah where the people bring
their grain or other commodities for sale, and exchange them for coarse
cloth or whatever article they may require and vice versa. :

79. In a simple agricultural district these bazaars seem to
Woskly Bazaar. ;}13;:1{ all the ordinary daily wants of the com-
; nity. i

80. These persons keep sheep and goats and weave coarse

X AT blapkets from their wool ; the breed both of sheep
_ el et and goatsin this district is poor in the extreme.

oy
a]

81 These men represent the class elsewhere known as cahars,
A they are fishermen by trade and bearers also.
. They further cultivate melons in the beds of
rivers and grow Singaras in the beds of tanks. They very seldom en-
gage in regular agriculture ; they are a very independant class of the
community.
82. Bunjaras come more properly under the head of wandering
’ tribes but they have in places fixed homesteads
PR, where they remain together during the rains.
The wives and families are also occasionally left behind when the men
have proceeded on a trip. They occasionally cultivate rice in the im-
mediate vicinity of their dwellings. There are several of these Bunjara
coloniés in the Chowrye Pergunnah whither they were attracted by the
abundant pasture of the waste lands ; two of their Naiks or head men
are men of large possessions and now occupying the position of land-
holders.
83. These are the chief of the Hindoo races calling for any se-
parate notice. o :
- 84. The Mussulmans of this d{striot very-fet'l:e in nnmtl:er;‘xﬁd
b i , - are not of any long standing in the distric e
i chief among Sk sl oma o retainers of the

' ddNaggmctau to whom were given villages by way of pensions.

3& These form large and not unimportant class of the commau-
T R T e ko e dlividedhinto two distingk branshes
= viz., the Kutyas and the Meheras or Mhbars ; both

of these furnish the very useful village official known as Kotwar.
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The members of the falnily not so employed are generally anmodzn
spmnm - and weaving coarse cloth which- tlfey dispose of at th ,

in return for gmm or other necessaries of life. .!I!hey i
seldom the means to engage in regular agriculture, but they oulhufqg_._
patches of garden land l&f"'ﬂmg their houscs. Further as being free from
all social prejudices, they are emabled to ele out their livelihood in,
many ways that are not open to their Hindoo neighbows. They are m
a rule very hard working and industrious but like all of thelower: :
much addicted to drink.. k) y' o

86. I have before given a brief sketch of the Gonds in my re(fo;t'
T " upon the Baitool Settlement and it seems needless

: for me to go over the ground again, the more so.
that since then reports have been submitted from all the distriets upon
this as well as other tribes. Much diversity of opinion exists as to tlfe%r

and customs as in fact these vary more or less in every district
Wy cannot boast of a single man of any education among
their s, it is very difBcult to ascertain anything authentic con-

cerning thqm by A

87. Gonds are found more or lcss all over the district, but chiefly

in the jungle villages along the ling of ghats in

S ol Yy Qode T Uil l’ergunnah of - Assair, and all over  the
g ' Jagheerdarees of which they form almost the
sole population with the exception of a few Gowlees and hoorkoos—-
The latter are also a wild jungle tribe claiming to.be of Raj
origin. Tn appearance customs and Janguage they are totally dxstmct. :
from the Gonds though their mode of livelihood is very similar’ but
on the whole they are better cultivators and occasionally expenda
good deal of labour in raising rice and other grains,

88. The wllage communities were no doubt originally constrlmted
% - ou the old Maharatta system of the « Bara Bul

illage commutities.” o complément of twelve village officers but mng i
to the many vicissitudes that the country has gone through, no traces
now remain of any of these establishments in perfection, | though son;
of the members exist in every village and all almost are reyresqn
some village or another. PR

-89, The headman of the village was the Patel descnbed W 3
itte 1 and who under the present order of am@hn
1 e Re. mergﬂ;mto the village Proprietor. Afte;xlwn
‘come "!ﬁamvﬂdn—or who is more prop y tghg. ri ate ser-
or joushe nohusafter.huseeri
am'yu on the little bus
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sions, reports crime or aecidents to the Police, collects the tenants at
rent time and generally is the chief executive officer of the village. He
is also supposed to know all about the village concerns, is the referee
_ in many cases of dispute and is the castodian of the village boundaries.
He was remunerated in times past either by money payment or a grant
of land from the Malgoozar, by certain perquisites such as the flesh and
hide of cattle dying within the village, and certain allowances from the
tenants at harvest and on certain festivals and ceremonies occurring.

91. Formerly the Kotwar was looked 1; n quite as much as a
Government as a mere village, servant, but it has
Status of the Kotwar. 1 ow been ruled that he his purely and simply the
servant of the Proprietors, and that the latter will be beld responsible for
the due reporting of crime and management of the village concerns. In
the settlement papers therefore no notice has been taken of the Kotwar
beyond merely recording his name and also such remuneration as may
have been agreed upon between him and the Proprietors by mutnal
arrangement, in case of future litigation between the parties.

92. The Putwaree or village accountant next claims our attention.
Under the former Maharatta Government he was
to all intents and purposes a mere private servant
of the Patel ; he was indeed recognized by the Government as the
medium for the preparation of the village accounts and for the sub-
mission of all returns that might be called for, but the appointment
and dismissal and the mode of their remuneration was left almost en-
tirely to the head of the village community.

In some cases the office descended from father to son, but it did
so by sufference and not by any right inherent in the office. Similarly
certain dues of grain from the cultivators at time of harvest came to
form one of the perquisites of the office. On the annexation of the
country it was attempted to make the Putwarees into regular servants
of the Government and fixed rates of remuneration were allowed.

Putwaree.

93. The question however has been again taken up during the
e Bt course of the settlement and it has been finally ruled
: that the Putwarees are to revert to their ancient
position as servants of the village Proprietors. The appointment of
them or otherwise and the amount and mode of their remuneration
are te be left entirely to them, and such of them as are capable of giv-
ing in their own returns are exempt from the necessity of maintaining
any such functionary. The only condition imposed by Goverament is that
the annual papers shall be duly and faithfully rendered at the proper
time and that all matters connected with the management of the village
shall be carried on to the satisfaction of the District Officers. -

94, The Joshee is the village astrologer whois in all cases a Maha-

Jabee. vt Brahmin. He is supported partly by grants of
land rent-free (these will, however, be resumed on

<
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death of present incumbents) and partly by charity, He is consulted
on all occasions of marriages and other ceremonies being supposed to
" be able to point out lucky days and seasons, as also as to sinking wells
aud setting in hand tarm operations of every sort. e

95. The Bhoomuk is a Gond, he is only found in a few villages.
- He is supposed to possess the power of s ¥
- away tigers and also of exercising evil spirits; he is .
also supposed to know 21l about the village boundaties and is a referee
in cases of dispute.

- 96. The Garpugaree is a sort of mendicant who is said to' have

the power of averting storms of hail. He is paid by

G allowances of grain from the cultivators which are,
however, with held in seasons when hail actually falls.

97. Other village o%icerz are the Lohal:' and (]lhﬂ:laie' the black-
smith an enter who mend and keep in re

Wy s S agrimural implements of the commu!;g

receiving allowances of grain as remuneration, the chumar or cobbler

who repairs the leather bags used in irrigation the Naee or Barber the

Dhoby or washerman and the Durzee or Tailor, all these are likewise

remunerated for their services by gifts of grain, sugar-cane, or other
produce.

"98. These constitute the village community as it should be in
theory, but no one village can boast of the full
. Village communities ex- gomplement ; a8 a rule one artificer has to supply
ist in perfection in theory 4} o wants of several villages.

only. 3
99. In former times under the native Government the people
were doubtless rackrented and reduced to much
Circamstances of the peo-  poverty but for the last twelve years their circum~
o iy stances have been gradually improving and the
agricultural body now must be pronounced to be in a very comfortable
condition especially below the ghats where large sums have been realised
by the growth of cotton. The Proprietors with but some exceptions
are but little raised either in appearance, dress, or resources above the
better class of cultivators ; they must all be pronounced as ignorant in
the extreme and with all difficult to deal with. This must be chiefly at-
tributed to the effects of former misgovernment, and to their not hay~
ing as yet gaived full confidence in our good intentions towards them.
Their manners are to say the least churlish in the extreme. As a fact
during my inspections I have experienced in many cases actual difficul-
ty in getting a Malgoozar to come outside his house to speak to me and
on my leaving the village he would consider it a great stretch of cour-
tesy to accompany me for a few hundred yards : it may be readily ima-
gined how difficult a task it has been to obtain any mi:.m e information
from such persons, aud how little they have facilitated the various oper-
ations of the settlement. = : .



3‘“‘100 ’l’hingn&ra.nwhr ) mlit and stupidity seem to
; w prevail in all classes of the community, and is
“’M w and apa- strangely illustrated by their apparent apathy even

i as 0 their own rights. Even now years after the
disposal of the proprietary right cases, collaterals and other claimants to
villages are coming forward without being able to assign any valid
nse for not. havmg appeared sooner in the ficld.

101 And mmluly as regards the attestation of rents and record
of rights in the tenantry : months and even years
JMNW prefer- after the settlement of the question claims are be-
mg preferred in a most vexatious manner involv-
~ ing much waste of time in references before they can be disposed of.

102. Below the ghats the people are naturally much shrewder

Difierent.  character of 204 More alive to their own interests, but they are

The pvau below the Dot less wanting in civility being like most Mah-
rattas uncouth though not; dl-&pOSed at heart.

*5“!03 ;'l‘he population generally are peaceful and orderly and there

Ca

O “ % v is but little crime. . There are few resident tribes

Mﬂl of the professionally eriminal class, and but few of

'“"“ ’ the wandering races of ;beggars and thieves find

their way thmugh the district. Where dacoities have occurred they
3 have generally been the work of Bunjaras or, of
: ] " Gonds suffering possibly from the pangs of hunger.
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104. Asmuch gs the portions of the Chindwara district above -

and below the ghats vary in outward physical ap-
Different style of agri-  pearance, so much do they differ in the system of

2 s, ol agriculture and in the crops raised.

105. First then I will proceed to describe the nature of the soils
i T i, and the mode of cultivation in vogue below the
Y ghats with some account of the crops raised.

106. The soils may be divided into four classes
viz., Kalee, Moorund, Khurdee and Burdee.

107: The Kalee is the well known black soil vulgarly termed by
ke some Cotton soil ; it is a light friable earth sup-
posed to have been formed out of the detritus of
decomposed basalt, it is a fine rich soil and capable of raising almost any
crop. . - :
* 108. The Moorund is no doubt the same'soi! originally, but the
Ssormsd surface having been much washed away by the
2 constant action of the rains there is a greater
admixture of nodular limestone and other stony particles. With the
aid of manure, however, this land can be rendered quite as productive as
the Kalee and even more so during seasons when the rain is very heavy
aund continuous, for being lighter and more porous it allows the water to
percolate freely without drowning the crop as is sometimes the case in
the more heavy soil.

Soils.

109. Khurdee again is a more gravelly soil having some of the

qualities of Moorund but in less quantity, and is

o altogether a much more hungry soil requiring
much manure to render it productive. e

110. The last quality of soil Burdee is a poor red earth consistin

as much of stones as of ought else, and in it only
oy the very ioorest crops are raised, although

sionally by force of manure or by the help of irrigation even this poor
land is made to yield valuable crops, such as Opium or Cotton, the former
only being irrigated. -
" 111. Thereis also another variety of soil known as “ Seearoot,”
- . this is merely a sandy alluvium found on the

"",“'Q"" ':' S - sides of rivers formed by the action of the floods :
it is one of the most naturally productive soils and requires little or no

manure, but is only found in & fow places.
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112 The staple crop below the ghats is the Khureef or Seearce
bl S as it is termed which is put down at the com-
(g mencement of the rainy season and reaped at the
commencement of the cold weather. The chief article of produce so
gown is the Jowaree which forms the chief food of the cultivating class,
rice and wheat being alike but little used by them. It is sown at the
beginning of the rains in June and ripens towards the end of November.
. The land is ég:epared for some time before the soWwing during the hot
months, and manure is generally applied by those who have it. The
stalks known by the name of “ Kurbee” form the chief food of the
cattle during the months when pasture is not to be had. Cotton now
occupies even a greater breadth of land than Jowaree, but this state of
things, 1 conceive can only be temporary and even now the fall in price
of cotton has led the cultivators in‘many places to revert to the growing
of cereals instead.  Cotton is generally sown along with Toor in alter-
nate patches or strips and the land is prepared for it very much in the
same way as it is for Jowaree. There is no doubt that both crops
more or suffer from being thus sown in immediate juxta-position,
* but. so strong is the force of ancient custom that the  cultivators while
themselves acknowledging the disadvantages of the system yet seem
to entertain no idea of following out any better one,
' 118, 'These three staples above mentioned are raised on almost all
the soils, when sown in the black soil they require
: ‘Khmd mh'u,"m' Jess or even no manure, but in seasonsy of l?eavy
and continuous rain they are apt to be swamped and choked in the
beavy mud that is formed. The best crops are raised in the better
gqualities of the Khurdee soil when manure is fully applied. :

114. None of these crops are ever irrigated, as the monsoon rains

- are quite sufficient for the purpose of ripenin
g them. The Cotton picking should commgnee iﬁ
November and go on for several months until the plants become dried
up and exhansted. As yet the cultivators have not learnt to use any but
‘the ordinary indigenous seed but efforts have been made to show them
the superiority of other and foreign sorts, and it is to be hoped that
e will be Lereafter permanentli introduced, as much labour and skill
is expended in the cultivation of the plant and in places excellent returns
“are realised. Even if the cultivators could be induced to procure their
; miygl{osof seed from another village the résult would be apparent in
- the increased yicld of the crop, but as it is, year after year the seed of

~ ‘the last crop is again committed s to the very same soil, and it is

~awell known principle in agriculture that such seed always goes on
~ deteriorating whereas if removed to anew soil it would develop all its

i oy PPy e i o5 5 ATy
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~ these T may mention the Erundee or Castor Ol plant as occupying the




# . 23 o

most: fpromment place, it is sown towards ﬁliet eml of the Wm poarf :
80!1&’ it never reaches any great size in consequence, but it is supposed
give the land a rest. The oil is said to be used in oookmguswbﬂ"ii /
tor hghtmg purposes. g
© 116. These are the only crops that are raised in any quautmes,n !
SR ‘there is alittle land under cultivation with the Al
ol from whence a beautiful dye is obtained. This
plant lies three years‘in the ground and at the end the roots have to be
extracted at great labour and expense by means of trenching, but this
latter operation is most beneficial to the land. Also some small amount
of Tillee, and other oil seeds are raised but not in any large quantity.

- 117. The amount of land under irrigation is very small, and in
: fact considering how industrious the majority of
Trrigation little resorted  the cultivators are it is quite su rising that
have had so little recourse to well? cultivation, buﬁ
it is only in comparatively few villages that it exists and by means of it
some excellent crops are raised; Sugarcane is not much grown, but
garden vegetables and miscellaneous produce such as Ginger, Turmeric,
&e. is raised, but this forms a very small branch of the mdnstry of
the population.

118. Inow turn fo the cultivation above the ghats, tﬁe same
qualities of soil prevaal but they are knOwn by

({;“m"ﬂﬁon ove the dlﬂ'eren’c names. Thus the Kalee is popularly
e termed Dol, while the Khurdee and Burdee are
frequently classed as one. Both above and below the ghats however
the soils have been registered in the settlement papers under six clagses
in accordance with the claseification adopted in the Nagpore dw‘twmt,

to.

they are as follows :— ik
e Kalee 1st Class, Khurdee. ;
; Kalee 2nd Class. | Raitaree or landy
Moorund. Burdee.

119. There is also a species of land called Kharee, it is ma.nured

T by all the sweepings of the vﬂla,%1 and in other
Temuies ways. This land is generally in the hands of the
Zemindar himself or is let at a very high rent, it will grow crops offany
description, but Where Ll are means of irrigation 1t is reserved for
:;ltga cane or epmm qqa.hty of so;l is not separately reco 3

¢ Khusra v
s . s '*!;soept in the poor jungle vxllagel tenanted chuﬁy%y Baads,
i o S - and where the soil is too poor to raise any i
 The' " Rubes < She 'chief - gxcopt during tha ‘rainy season and where als
e there is nelth c rtal no:!lt&ushy* to

mmghm and the n-m ai:
0 Mttvanon both as rega:ds m;m.' 2
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* Rubee crops are almost similar to those employed in the ad-
joining district of Baitool, and I would besul:;ve to quote my remarks
w ~mmm report made dl that ict prevxously mbmxtted

o Ml. “The graat ntaple of the district is the Rubee crop to which _
tmw o more than three fourths of the land in the open
phm is devoted. E

122 “In theory thl:a preparation of the soil should be commenced

in the hot weather the land receiving one or two .
mdmm dressings with the Bukur or paring plough before.
ﬂn setting in of the rains. In point of fact however this essential item
of good husbandry whereby the seeds of grass and other weeds are
axposed to die and the ground opened for the reception of the rain is very
generally neglected, the reason alleged being the scarcity of bullocks,
uﬂnvntors who have irrigated land not being able to spare their
bunoaks from the well until after the commencement of the rains. After
that the land should receive from three to four dressings of the plough
Afrom time to time during intervals of rain until the ground has been
properly pulvensed and all weeds eradicated. When the rains however
are heavy and incessant it often happens that the fields have to lie
untouched until the conclusion of the monsoon when' they reeeive a

hdty prepmtion mmedlately preparatory to the seed being put in.

123, « Early in October the cultivators begin to sow the Mahsoor
" A it and Teora or Lakh, pulses which serve as food
a“'h‘w : both for man and bullock after that gram is sown
and last of all the wheat, which should not be put down until after
the heats of October have passed away. None of these crops receive
any manure whatsoever, and it is very seldom that a cultivator even
when possessing a well ever thinks of saving his crop from the effects of

drought by irrigation*

124. * The general method of sowing and reaping the crops is so
similar to that pursued in other parts of India that
R it is ncedless for me to enter into any details on
Mbjact. ‘

125 % The Khureef crop generally is cgnsidered of but little im-
portance except in the hill villages where it is the
The Khureel crop but staple crop. The most valuable of the Khureef
wm"""' s at the present moment is cotton, but its cul-
ation is but little undgrstood ov practised above the ghats. In the
' more open villages it is said not to succeed but I am inclined to lay this
‘the part of want of skill or knowledge in the cultivators rather than
ny inh gmﬁ in the seil. Of late years naturally omugto

1 mu thoin ps?wdcmuunemu& ‘attention has been paid
bk ulti it, but sﬁnnmmww ‘the

d ] S BRI wise xﬂ' W&!‘w‘-‘
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126.  “ Jowaree also is but little sown in the more open parts and
on s then chiefly for the sake of the stalks which serveas

<y

ges but not to any appreciable extent. ‘

127. “The poor hurdee soil is generally sown with the oil plant.
S T o termed Jugnee, which will grow almoest anywhere
S : and is said to improve the soil for any crop that may
follow, hence it is often sown in exhausted soil by way of retrieving its
uality ; very little Tilee is grown anywhere. In the hilly parts of the
istrict of course the Khureef is the staple crop but there are few yillages
in which there is not some land capab'e of raising either wheat or gram
The method of cultivation is the same as that above detailed, but from
the fact of the cultivators being chiefly Gonds, and possessed of but little
capital and few bullocks the land is not generally so well prepared as it
should be, but it has this advantage that from the habit the Gonds have
of frequently migrating villages become deserted and the lands obtain
the benefit of a fallow. W s

128. “The stapl? cr?,ps in the pIo{ord villages mt:e Koothee a sp;:iu,
of inferior rice, Kodo a sort of Rye or grass, Ral

Sppviuts S, Kungne, Sema and other pooral{graipsg Kootkee
and Kodo are the chief staples, and the land so sown gets but ' little pre-
paration. There are two times for sowing, first in June when the crop
ripens in August. = The second towards the end of July, the crop ripen-
ing in October. Another great crop is the Oil plant termed Jugnee
which has the merit of growing in any soil. This also is sown at two
different times ; first in June, second in August. The later crop ' pro-
duces less stalk and leaf but more seed, but then it is more precarious, as
it depends entirely on a fall of rain late in the season. Inall these il
lages a little rice is grown but it is not irrigated and but little labour or
skill is expended on its cultivation.” : s

129. To the east of the district in some poor villages bordering on
Sl the Seonee district there is some attempt made at

: rice cultivation by raising small dams across the
fields to keep in the water ; this is generally confined to small patches of .

land near the village site, and the quantity of grain so grown is very
inconsiderable. : : :
~130. “The favorite cultivation of the Gounds is that known by -

Wik

e Wik Hmidaike v wand tba;tr‘ong arm are all thatisnaedqd., ,

iece of ground, generally on a hill lope or edge of a siream is s

3:‘» cltivation of the ~gkill, neither bullock nor plough ; the f

ft
v)e':a

of
A
_:n

wood of varying size and these again with smaller brushwood. This

S {food for cattle. In the poorer villages it is grown
inlow lands near rivers, what would be termed Khadur land in upper
India, and also in land newly taken up after a fallow ; a very little rice
and other inferior grains are also grown occasionally in the better villa-:

the name of Dbya ; it requires neither c,er,m w: ]
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* work goes on during the hot weather to let the new cut wood get pro-
wj‘:ﬁ zm-; the rains the wood is set fire to aad thoroughly
. to the ground, and after the first fall the seed is scattered among
ithe ashes ; where the ground is steep it is generally thrown in a lumyp
along the top of the plot and is left to be washed to its place by the
‘rains. Heavy crops are sometimes raised this way when the rains are
favorable, Rice, Kootkee, Kodo and Jugnee being the crops chiefly
grown there ; thmbut little skill is required, -yet a vast of ma-
nual labour is entailed, but from the force of ancient habit the Gonds
much prefer this to regular cultivation. One rupee is the rent usnal-
y paid for a Dhya irrespective of the amount of land or nature of the
0p ; sometimes the rent is assessed on the axe ; in the main from one
‘to two acres is the extent of a plot so cultivated by one n.  This
is which has proved so destructive to our Forests, splendid teak trees
having been felled year after year for no other purpose than to enrich
ge soil Wit’l’l their ashes, not to mention saplings which were felled by

1940 181" % The nature of the cultivation and the soil accounts for the

o 5l * ““migratory habit of the Gonds above alhided to
amﬁﬂy habits of the by me. Dhya cultivation can only be carried on
it ‘ for one year in the same spot after which years of
fallow are required. The light soils also cultivated in the ordinary man-
ner yield erops for two or at most three years in succession : con-

uently at the end of a few years the cultivators have used up the soil
‘?'a‘qﬁe’iminediate neighbourhood of the village and they then remove to
some village that has been waste for some time past and in which the
soil is fresh, and thus in regular succession villages are occupied and

again deserted,”
e TR AR & Having thus briefly described the mode employed in cul-
, Tesakaggy tivating the dry crops I proceed to explain the

methods employed in raising irrigated crops.”

133. “ The chief crop raised by irrigation is sugar-cane ; of the
, 3 , lant there are several varieties ; thd otahitee cane
g 80 commonly grown in the Baitool district is al-
"most unknown in Chindwara. The cultivators aver that it does not
 suit the soil, but the real reason doubtless is the force of ancient custom
combined with an utter want of enterprise on the;:esatt. - The kinds
common!; are the * Puchrung” orred colo ane and that
' “ Surarhee” a small thin cane yielding but lit?:%higﬁ‘: the
ly thing to commend it is that it requires but little water and less
preparation of the soil than the superior kinds.” b

~© 134 ““A cultivator who raises sugar-cane generally divides the
 wlw o . land devoted to this crop into three portions, so
o TeWEmSLEORh . asto raise cane on the same ground onee in.thr
- yearsonly. - Of the remaining two. parts.one enjoys a years fallow while

&




' g .

: ¢ g
Froptastion of 44 ofit 7" beingprepared for abodt stowbitia. Salli 2o
e - and is repeatedly ploughed backwar .
and forwards and as deeply as possible until all weeds are eradicated

and the soil well pulverised. ; UG, gt el
135« Sowing takes place from the middle of January to the end
et nny, The Beln i firited 10 AR

£ ieling S Soniag, of little square or rectangular beds for the con-
venience of watering and these are again subdivided into rows; the

ground haying been well watered pieces of cane each containing: about
three joints or eyes are laid down at short intervals. and pressed into
the ground with the foot. Manure is afterwards scattered on the top
and left to be washed in by the water : of course the best plan is to mix
the manure with the soil previous to sowing but the former is the more
common practice, less manure being in that case required : Irrigation
then continues until the rains, each plant being watered once in about
four days, several weedings have also to be given ; by the setting in of
the rains the plants have reached a certain height, irrigation is then
* discontinued, another weeding given and the earth heaped up round the
roots of the plants. After the rains irrigation to a less extent is again
resorted to until December when the plant should be ripe. The
Otahitee cane usually comes to flower ; the in-
digenous sorts rarely do so, and .when it does
oceur superstition frectlent-ly prompts the cultivator to set_fire, to_his -
erop to avert some unknown calamity. Cases of this sort have come
unt;er my observation. IR

Varieties of cane,

186. * When the crop is ready the mill is set up in a' convenient
spot. Ye Von
It consists of two upright cylinders of some hard wood terminating
T at top in two endless screws fitted into each other :
. e the one is fixed while the other is turned by a
bar worked by two pairs of bullocks. The canes are passed through
the cylinders as they revolve, the juice falling into a trough from which
it runs into a large pan set in the ground. When full the contents of
the pan are put into a large shallow iron called a “ Kurhaee,” which
is set over a furnuce and the juice bofled for some hours until it attains
a certain consistency, when it is poured into a wooden t:rmiﬁh ‘to cook
after which it is put into cloth bags termed “ Belas” when it is ready
for exportation as Goor. : : R e
. 187. #No sugar is maunfactured in the district. Besides ghe
R ponses of eultivation, the preparation of the it
M‘m entails a considerable outlay. en'nqg’&lﬁ tor
68 o mill or boiling pot he has to hire them at twelve
‘annas per diem respectively, The mill is kept g &

diy an - cousequence, and extia bullocks have to be
2:2! of which one seer of Goor per day is paid. %em
L]
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. Bﬁm sing the canes through the mill are paid as much as eight annas :
day and other labourers four annas besides half a seer of Goor per &e;'
it 18 calculated that about one fifth of the yield thus goes in the process
obgmaphemtion... cuy 15, Ty ofl s it 5k 5 -

'138. Opium 38 grown in such small quantities that it can hardly
s _ ge'tat:n into account as among the staples of the
. " distriet,

. 139.  Potatoe cultivation was long ago introduced into the district
e and some of the sandy soils above the ghats suit
LT ‘its growth remarkably well, but from the constant
use of the seed grown ever in the same ground or at least the same
village the tuber has much deteriorated both in size and quality, it is
sown generally in October and taken up in February or March, and is
planted out in rows for convenience of irrigation very much after the
manner of sugar-cane, once sown the rows are not any more earthed
up as is the case in England.

. .140. _'The other irrigated Crops in the district consist of vegetables
Other irsigated Cr raised in a few villages only by Malees. These
o comprise onions, garlic, turmeric, pepper, varicus

kinds of spinage, and other sundries.

141, lrrigation is chiefly carried on from wells by means of al:ea-

; : ther bag termed a “ Mot whicii is let down by a

BEL o ot ot rope overawheel, and drawn up by a pair of bullogkﬁ

. proceeding down an inclined plane until the bag reaches the top and its

contente are discharged into a trough leading into the water channel,

The bullocks are then walked backwards up the incline until the bag

again reaches the water and is filled. The same plan is also adopted in

_drawing water out of streams dammed up for the purpose. This arrange-
ment is termed Boorka. Persian wheels are quite unknown.

' 142, I subjoin alist of the articles grown
Oropsraisedin the distriet.  (o:thin the district. See Appendix No.

143. Besides the plants cultivated for the sake of Oil, such as
, - Tilee, Erundee (Castor oil) Jugnee and Koosum,
mf ‘ (the latter yielding a dye from its flower and an
oil from its seeds) oil is extracted from the seeds of the cotton and also
JArom the kernels of the Mohwa nut, called “ Goolee katel,” and various
other oils are extracted from trees aud jungle shrubs. 5 50
144, The Melons are generally grown in the sandy of rive
R 6, A during the hot‘g;mnvt,hs., These bedsb?:ae::m
" Dungras and are cultivated by men of the Dhee-
n'u w\h odY. 3 " ‘ : : 04 S el o
~ 145. Sugar, Opium and Potatoes are grown by agriculturists of all
 Castes employing Sq:; “castes, but the other miscellaneous garden pro-
e duss o a0 nule grown ouly by Malees and

frg Bt

gh s
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146. Hemp is anly grown by Gonds or ersons

ns of low
¢ e SRRV ;“9&.3’.9: i .a%' eATIS g‘energ'll_y > ‘_?a g‘ul"
eoPemiezois o SR HGE te Vel AU

“““Y47." With these exceptions all tho other crops are, raised by all
 Dps el i 4 sy .the. various castes of the‘voommunity'%ﬁej .
148. The 'agrimltur:lud implements in use are, for the most :

svery rude. The plough or hul generally consi
< Agricaltunl Implements. o6 fivo pieces of wood, one forming the tail the
other the share, the latter is pointed and sim%)y tipped with a piece of
iron ; then there is the bukker, a species of bullock hoe, being a flat
piece of iron designed simply to scratch up the face of the soil and free
it from surface weeds. In some soils this is the only implement used
in their preparation. 5 N
149. The Dowrun is somewhat similar to the bukker only smaller,
. i it is used for turning up and loosening the soil be-
W tween the rows of cotton or other crops after they
have sprung up. The Pas or spade is used to clear the hul or the buk-
ker from accumulations of soil. ~ Z

150. These are the sole implements t(:lsed in epazing;.thed‘ d;
-sowing is accomplished by what is te - the
The Teclun for soWing  « Poefun” being a hollow bamboo ‘with  half a
cocoanut shell at top for convenience of filling which is passed through
a hole in the plough share, so as to let the seed drop as the plough ad-
vances and prepares the furrow. Women are geuerally employed to
drop the seed while a man drives the bullocks. Oceasionally Jowaree
and other seeds are sown broad-cast but not so commonly as by the
Teefun. _
; 151. For reaping there is asmall hook or -

Tombeg sickle and this work is chiefly done by women.
" 152. Gram, Muhsoor and Teora are usually
st Dee. torn up by the roots, wheat alone being cut.

153. Carts are pretty gencrally used all over the district except
: of course by the Gonds who have but little use
SO ot for them. Those used helow the ghats are the.
best, but generally speaking they are all much of the same fashion as
those prevailing in Nagpore, poor rickety concerns with small narrow
vheels carrying but little and terribly destructive to the roads.' . For
trave

‘ 3 S er is taken in the "bmdin‘l of them’ but
ey the

purposes ponics are chiefly uzed ; theso aro vory sall and no
wants of the people which happily for them are very smal

ey seem .tm!l- -
i Bames s £ pte St Pl B
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which has been kept frtm admixture with the pooter cattle of the rest
of the district. ey are mostly white and of a large size: they are
€  kept by Gowlees and other land-holders for the sake of the young steers -
which they sell annually for large prices : their own jungles suffice only.
« for the grazing during the monsoon and cold weather months; during
the hot months, they are driven off to the high lands of Mundla, the:
Raegurh Bichia tract and the Chilpee ghat, whence they only return
when the monsoon has fairly set in.

155. 'The breeds of sheep and goats throughotit the district are
, . 'poor in the extreme and call for no further men-
Bhom et Qowt. tion.

156. Briefly then, in conclusion of this branch of the subject, it ma
be stated that below the ghats considerable sk\ﬁ
oiineral style of Agri- and industry is brought to bear on the land, as
S also a considerable outlay of capital, while but
little is done in the way of irrigation except in a few exceptional cases.

157 Above the ghats some amount of industry is brought to bear

: : on the culture of sugar-cane and potatoe, but not

Difference ahove and be-  equal to that seen in the adjoining district of

PAEINSETNG. Baitool, while as regards the preparation of the

dry land and the management of the crops it must be stated that the

science of farming is at a very low ebb, and as a consequence a much

smaller return is obtained from the land than should be the case. As

~ a general rule the soil above the ghats is of a richer quality than that
in the ff‘Zerghat,” but simply owing to defective treatment it yield. -

much less and as a consequence can only afford to pay much lower rentss

158. One cause doubtless of the apathy and want of thrift evine-
ed by the cultivators is the almost universal cus-
- Apathy of the cultivating tom of their depending upon the village Proprie-
T tors for advances of seed grain (Bij) and of grain.
for subsistence during the months immediately preceding the harvest,
the latter being termed “ Porga” or “ Khawaee.” This habit of depen-
dance on the N s leads them to be improvident and to take but
little heed for the future. These advances of grain have to be repaid
at harvest time with interest in kind at the rate of twenty five per cent.
and this makes a serious inroad upon the profits of husbandry. '
* 159. Agricultural statistics must always be matter of uncertainty,
b A«B'ﬂ " and even with all the machinery of a settlement to
W'“W' derive information, calc:h}ations as to the mlf: of; ,
jeulture can hardly be expected to be more than approximate st, I
» append ¢ fg{nle prepared bﬂnme of the yxl)elds of the“giﬁ'mnt
for one acre of land, premising that the - money
: S ;},hmhsbeon enlonlt::ed at the average prices “
ailing for the ten years preceding the settlement, and upon these

¢
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borne in mind that the estimate of productivenesy is intended to
embrace a series of years, thking good, bad and indifferent seasons so as
to show an average return only. - A falk o "_i‘fﬁ‘;’i e
160. T also sppend a;tta'ble showing the prices of agricultural =
- o products prevailing for the ten years preceding the
m"f"""“"" settlement with those of the presa?t yedrg )

161. While on this subject 1 would remark that my estimates of
: roduce are in excess of those calculated for the

Produgy, Nefimstes rich district of Nursingpoor, but I believe them
myself to be well below the mark, an average return of four-fold of the =
seed sown would not in my opinion in the case of wheat repay the cost
of production. I must confess that I am not in a position to bring for-
ward the results of actual experience. Experiments made by myself as
regards produce have failed owing to imperfect supervision ; T have
however paid very great attention to the subject in the course of my .
tours through the district and never lost an opportunity of learning the
opinions of those who are qualified to give one, and I feel confident that
all our calculations are below the mark as regards the profits of agricul-
ture. Otherwise it would be quite impossible in my opinion to account:
for the really prosperous condition of the agricultural classes.

162. It may not be out of place here to make some mention of
PR R the prevailing rates of agricultural wages. 1In for-

R ey mer years until the recent sudden rise in prices,
wages were exceedingly low and they continued so until comparatively
recently. -But the sad effects of high prices were to a great extent neu-
tralised by the custom of paying wages in kind, which prevails largely
in this district. itk

163. . Below the gh:.)ts ager‘l;cultural operations are cl;ieﬁy carried
out by hired servants termed * Bursalees engag- -
AL g forythe whole year ; they receive eight Kooros or
sixty four seers of grain per month with an annual allowance of Rupees.
two for clothes. Boys are usually employed for herding the cattle and
these receive half the wages of adults. Occasional labourers employed
in weeding and so forth receive two annas per diem, and women half
that amount. At harvest time men employed as reapers receive gene-
rally four seers of grain per diem, women getting about two and a half
seers. Cotton pickers receive 24 annas per maund of cotton picked.
Sometimes they are paid in kind and receive } of a seer of Kupas or
uncleaned cotton per diem. s Juse :
164. Above the ghats the system is different and varies more-
oo : ogvt: in different Pergunnahs. U - Hae P
PR waees” ‘or Ploughmen receive one-fifth of the
uce of the land; when they are hired as regular servants or
by the year, they receive from Rupees 15 to Rupees 25:
y réceive grain asd a smaller amonnt in money.
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165, Cattle kerders are paid at the rate of one Khundie per an-
num for two. pairs of bullocks : casual labourers'
get two annas per day. Reapers at harvest get -
two seers of grain a day ; women less : watching fields at night is some-
times part of the duty of the regular farm servants. Where special

men are so employed they receive Rupees 2 or 3 per mensem.

166. Almost all these persons however come in for extra perqui-
“ sites at times of festivals or other occasions and
Py ?jo’“' ~_ are by these means enabledto ke out their scanty
means. In the poor jungle villages also they receive a proportion of
the produce of the Mohwa trees.

167. At present it can be safely stated of the population depen-
dant on agriculture that they are all of them
4 L of gwhcm above want, while the upper classes are in a state
pencnt nagrietiE®  of unprecedented prosperity which will not be di-
minished by the fact of the Government demand having now been re-
duced.
168. In concluding this branch of the subject I would give a few
eyl Bhshtitlos statistics which may be thought not without in-
g terest : of the entire Khalsa area about one-fifth
only is under cultivation, and of the latter about one-seventh is under
irrigation.  After making a liberal allowance of waste to the Land-
holders there have been demarcated 7,89,000 acres as state property.
The average size of a holding for the whole district is 26 acres, the ave-
rages of different Pergunnahs varying very much from 44 acres as the
highest in the open wheat growing Pergunnah of Chorye to 18 acres
as the lowest in the poor Pergunnah of Oomrait.
I find also that on an average one plough gives employment to
four persons, while the revenue now falls at the rate of about 2 Rupees
per head on the purely agricultural population,

| Casual labourers,




