




• • • 
• • • 

BUTKAGUSH 
1! .. I\. • 

UHATU&. • -• '. lUG.UlA .. 

E s T A T E S 

.~ BONPOR J> • 

. /- (_-S 
~ 

<If'" 
A.II)"",~ 

4lr j 
~'II 

~ .. 
" r&I 

Z 

0. 

;:... 

W A. n A 0: 
.~ CJl 

0 

\ ~ 

~ 
<: 

J 
\ 
\ 

.. . . iJ 

\J y 

~ ~ .. 1- 1? ~ 
V 

O -t",~ E " E 

AI .., 1-
"t 
~ 

~ 
~ 

~ 
~ 
~ 

0 
:J 

'< ~ 

~ 
0 

~ 

~. 

: • ..1> ,..," 
C> 

0 ~ 
.~ 

0 
~ ~kttrh ~ap of ~hindwatl ~. 

SHOWING PEJI..cHllflIABB J.lII) 'l'EII1PLd' .... 

. -
.. 



• 

• 

. ->--..-.---~-



, 
• 



• 
• 

• 

• • 



• •• 
• • 6 

• 20. 'rhe 01 ims of all partie entitled to proprietary 
rights in the soil Jfaving been di po ed of,. there remained onl,y 
the tenant. 'the e have een di ided into the ame thr e 
classe as have been formed. in other di triots, viz., tenants 
with an absolute right of occnpan ,simple occupancy tenants, 

• and tenants-at-will. The first clas con i t of cultivators, the 
nature and duratioJl of whose tenure has een such as to entitle 
them to irt>ld their lands on easier term an tenants-at-will, 
or those who e conn ction with the village has been of recent 
date. The second cl is made up of all tenants who h e 
obtained_a ri ht f occupancy under the provi io o~ Act 
of 1 59. The third elas includes all cultiv tors who hold 
their land subject to the sale plea ure of the landlord. It is 
very clear, ho~ ever, that the number of tenants of the second 
clas m be reinforeed by members of the third class obtain
ing a right of ccupancy by a holding of twelve years . While, 
there{, r , th number of tenant. 1 the fir t class cannot 
iocrea ,the number of those in the second class may do so. 

21. The numb r of the mriou kinds ofproprietol"S and 
t t in the di trict are shown by Mr. J:lam ay in his 
Appendix ... 0, X V, and arc as follows ;-

iti . a j t j ~ g \8. c ''* 4l ·c ~ • .!. I! .:, ';' ois1 $ i.e· .Efi ~~ I"' e~ ~3.2 ~E1! ~~ ~~1 Q.l ~ ce ..cI_ ~ .... 
... s§.:glg.~'C;§. 'C;~ ~~ . ,.c:.- 'C; g . § o ~ 

'C;~ . ~1! o ..c:I "e ., o~1:: o ~~ ~ 
.. ..c:I ~ l; ~ I.. ] I .. 'c ~ .. 0 .. 

.. .- .. .. ;.a -0 .. ,,-0 .8 t' ;a $il .8 it ;"t:t .8 ~ 3:;:; 1 ~ . 1l ... - '.8 • 1..8 ~ ~ ~~i~ S ,a~.J s ~ IS .!' ._ .... !§·c-o IS E.~ j e3~ s.!3 f Q 

~ a ~~ +-0 ..... tz ()=Q :l - ",-838 
z ~ z z '" :04 Z ----------------'----------

1,435 ~,78~ 22 29 456 6.110 a,i6~ 13,002 

22. Mr, Ram n.y h given a very full e pI nation of the 
mann r in which he proceeded to sas the di trict. e 

(sho I fir t of all, that when the di trict ca under British 
man nt, it w over- se ed, remi ion had to be mad , 
and the ttl m n had to be T vi d. The la.'!t Settlement 
was mad a.t 0 per cen , of the e. There was no great 
e~teDt of I d 1 ing ,ste hi b co ld be brought und r 
CQltivation, d Mr. Ra ay fi lly concIud d that, L 1 hO\lO"h 
a. rise in P}~:~s might b e. p ted and impr "cment in agd-



• • 
culture 10 kod for dt\ring the cour e of a 30 year I Settlemeut, 
till, if a settl ment on tl e half-oHs t pJinciple were to be 

Illade, it would be neees ary to reduce the existing.demand. 
• • 

23 . For some years past, however, it appears that, no 
tmhanc ment of rents bad taken pI ce; and, s prices had greatly 
ri en, it i\- anticipated that a considerable enhancement 
would take pll\Ce, and that therefore it wO'-lld not be necessary 
to ' reduce the Government demand by so very 1 llch after all. 
~ ere ult of the essment has be n thrt the Gaven ment 
ddt. and has been reduced from Rs. 2,45,353 to R,. 2,22,9::!2, or 

• by abon t 9 per cent. 

24. :Mr. Ramsay's n port how that in dealing with 
this portion of the ettlement of the di tri ~ t, he has actod . 
with great caution, nd has oucyh to obtain all available 
inform tion bearing on the capaLilitie of the district, the 
n tUI' of the soils and the profits of [tcyriculturc. His as 
ment, t houO'h it may app ar xtrem ·1y moderat , is, I believo, 
quite a hi~h as could 'afely be irupv cd, and his rates on the 
land hare been rOl'ked out \\ ith much care. 

25. In addition, however, to the land rev nue, Goyorn
ment now draw a considerable um annually from the leasing 
out of the wa te land, which have been reserved as Govern
mOlt property. :More than 780,000 acres have in this manner 
been reserved. Of thi land, not more than 4 ,000 acres are 
shown as culturable. These wa te lands are valuable for tho 
fore t produce which they yield, and as grazing grounds. 
Although at pre nt the income from them i not considerable, 
it will increase year by year. While in thi manner the interests 
of Government have been fairly considered in reserving these 
waste lands, every village ha received an ample amount of 
land oyer nd above the cultivated area. 

26. In Chapter I, Mr. Ramsay gives an interestin 
.description of the Chindwara J gheerdarees, of the forms of 
tenure existing there, and the cu -tom of the people. Ho alao 
very cl arly hows the nature of the simple Settlement effected 
with them. I t seems, however, unnece 8ary to go into y 
detailed examin tion of the matters treated of in the Chapter, 
as 9. pecial report on ~his subject, with det9.~",d proposalP 



'I%tarding tho (,1 ibule dem"ndable frol,ll t.he "hind want .J ~g
Iieerual's, their ft.tura status, &c., is n~w under preparation, 
and will $ortly be submit~d for the con ideration and or<\el~ 
of Government. • 

27. I have no\\' touched l1l>on most of the importadt 
points runnected with the Settlement of the di 'trict, and I only 
Clesire t express, in conclusion, my appreciation of the zea.l, 
ability, a.nd care which Mr. Ramsay has evinced in the conduct 
of hiB duties, and of the clear and intere ting account w1¥ch 
be has given of his proceedings and of the Cbindwara dist:ict. 

(. 

28. Finally, I would solicit the sanction of Government 
to the confirmatiou of this Settlement for 30 years from the 

< date on which it came into effect. A fair and equitable Go 
vemment demand ha now been fix.ed, and all that is now 
necessary to enable the people to reap tho full benefits accruing 
thercfroU1, will be its confirma.tion for the period abuve-roen
tioned. 

J. H. MORRIS, 

Ola. Ohief Cv m.mi8sio IlCI ', 

Central Provinces. 

-. 
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CHAPTER I. ' 

• PAST HISTORY. 
1. The Chindwara distr\ct previQus to the conquest by b 

Maharattas of the country of NaO'pore formed a 
Eo.Tly blstory v r, obs· portion of the nncient ond Kingdom of Deo!TUrh ; 

UTe. , it early hi tory i involved in much ObSC~ll'ity, 
:md but little reliable information can bo obtain d ou tho subject . . 

2. Local tradition points to a Gowlce uynllSty huying boeu seated 
at Deogurh previous to th period of thc Gond 

'!'raditiOT,18 of the Gowlee Rajas; t he pr seut Jngheerual' of Hurrye, on
Ita). pOOl' !lnd other s ascribe the original grant of their 
lands to that p riod, but nothinO' xi ts beyond tradition. Th early 
h i tory also of the owlee dynasty is much wr ppcd in obscurity, 

3. At n. very rcmote period Gond dynasties were ostablished at 
Khel'la Ijeat· Daito 1 and Gurra Munc1la j th r 

1);;nnsti~8. of KbcrlD. and allpear also t o have been a number of i11ferior 
GlU'ra MWldLl. ~ 

GOIlU Rajas more or less in dependn.nce upon tbe 
above rulers; ultimately the Rnjas of Deogul'h overran and subdued 
not only all the coulltry in thei r vicinity n.b ve the g'bats, but also the 
lower country of N agpllfc fl1l d Chutteesglll'h tboun-ll the f rruer name 
was theu unknown. Tbe first Gond Raja of whom aoything certain is 

known wa. ]3ukht Boolu nd, 0. contemporary 
or Aurunc-zebe, who invited the co-operation of 

the Mus. ulmans to ccure him elf in his dominions; evcn previo , 
how vel', to his tim it would seom that the Gond Rnjas hnd paid a 
nominal tribute to tho ourt of Ddhi in return for countenance and 

Bukht &olund. 

upport. 

4. Bukht Boolun d appears to have resided chiefly at Deogurh, 
but b's Bucees 01' Chand nllull resided chiefly 
at J:l'agporo of vhich he ,,"oull seem to have been Chand Shabo 

the fvunder. 

5. Family dissensions followed the death of Chand which result d 
fin a11y in his two sons Boorban ha 1 and Akbur 

hah being driven ou t by the Mohnrattlls Huder 
the great Ru n-hojee, the founder of the Dhnnsla. 
dyn< ty ; the stylo lind title, however', of the Gnlld 

Conqoffio by the BhonsJu. Rajas WM allo"'ed t.o exd and dese od in I he 
! mily as it has done to the present day, the Gond Raja. being main. 

Dissensions mong bis 
IU_rl. 
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tained as a state pensioner for a ionlS time after all power 
had been taken away. The semblance of the authority of the Gond 
Rajas was maintained for purposes of poli,'y, and acts were passed and 
appointments made nominally under the seal of their authority. 

6. It is curious to observe that Dukht Bo lund became a Maho
medan, and since his time each succeeding head of the house ha u{' n 
BO brought up although marrying with women ef pure so-called Raj 
Gond descent; these latter have been generally selected from the 
Chindw'ara district. 

7. Since about tbe middle of the last century the lands of Chind

A. D.1750. 
wara formed a portion of the Nagpore state, 
thuugh doubtless the territories held by the petty 

Gond cbiefs of the .Tagbeer tracts owed onl." a nomillal obedience to 
Na.gpore, antl owing to the difficult nature of the country. it was not 
easy to reduce them to compillte subjt:etiou and their virtual indepen
dance must have been connived at subject to the payment of a small 
trluute. 

~. n is to this source we must ascribo the great general misery 
alld devastation to which all the portions of Chind

Raids of .be bill Goods. wnra auove the ghatR were subjected during the 
enrlier portion of the pre ellt century. The los es of the Rajas of .Berar 
during the great war which was clos d by the peace of Deogaon -in 
1802, had so crippled them that they were but little able to maintain 
order in their own dominionR, even curtailed as they were, wbile tbey set 
an example by an illtli criminate system of rll.ck-rentiufl' with a view to 
supply the deficiency of the exchequer. 'He GOllds of the hills were 
not I:llow to follow tbe example .o set them, Dnd issuing-from their moun
tain fa tncsses pillaged and hams ed tbe cou utry ill all di rections. Some 
attempts were made to keep these raids in check by e tabli hiug fortified 
ontpost , the sites of which are pointed out to the pre eut day, but these 
efforts w re unavailing to f:tem the title of rapine that I\:ept ever surging 
backwards and forwards between the plains aod the hills. 

9. The Gonds however were not uumindful of their allegiance to 
N agpore, and on the fall of A ppa nhib after the 

A~a&hib aheltcredby celebrated battle of Na"'pnre he found a weloome 
&he Dds. and II. shelter among the JnO'heerdal's until he was 
finally expelled by Briti harm, not without great difficulty'owing to the 
wild nature of the couutry. 'hain Lah th gl':l.nd father of the present 
Jagheerdar of Sonpoor was afler an obstiua te resistance finally captured 
by thi troops under Major 0 ' .Brien and with him eollllp ed the fortunes 
of Appa Sahib. 

10. The country t hen came temporarily uuder Briti h management. 
. nd Capta.iu Montgomery the l1perinteuuent a$; 

British m~eII'. . he was term d of Chind wllra' had the difficult ta k 
before him of restoring order and confidence among the people nIter 
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years of anarchy and misrule accompanied by general cmigra.tion and 
abandonment of cultivation. 

11. So succcs~flli were hi" efforts tho.t the district speedily return

Tr"oquility restored. 

historian. 

Annexation. 

1854. 

ed t o its former oDdition aud but. little has !':ince 
occurred calling for any notice on tho part of tho 

• 
12. The country came finally under British 

rule on the death of the lato Raja of N gpote in 

13. The only memorial now remaining of the old dynasty of Deo
gutb besides the ruined old fort of that name, Con-

Relics of tbe Gond Raj. • C· d 6i. ts iu two pieces of land situate III hm warn 
a.nd Mohkhair held rent-free in the name of the Saostanik or Gond 
royalty. 



8 
4 o 

r 

CHAPTER II. 

TOPOGRAPHY. 

] 4. The" Khalsa" pnrl of the Chindwara ~istrict formerly co.m~ 
At prised 1657 villages measuring in all 2,703,702 

e&. acres or about 4,224 square miles. There were 
besides the Jag-heer estates which have not been measured buL whose 
area may be roughly computed at about 1,400 square miles, giving a 
total area to the district of 5,624 square miles. 

15. Politically the district was divided into foul' Teh eris, but by 

}'iscal subdivisions. 
recent arrangements the number of Tehseels ha 
been r educed to two, one comprising the whole of 

tho r()untry hp.]ow tho gh a,t~ , and thp. small r ergunnah of Khumarpanee, 
and the Chindwara 'I'ell seel embracing tbe rest of tbe district. '1'0 
effect tbese chang-es anti for greater ccmpaetness of outline a number of 
villages have been transfe\'l' d to the surrouu ding di tr ict. 'l'bu ,> 4·2 
have been transferred to the Seonee distri ct nnd 9 to .Nag-pore, oue 1e
:ing received from that distr ict in retu rn , 13G vil1ngcs to Baitool nnd 38 
to Hoshullgabod, which leave the number of K!l al a villages ot 1,4~3. 
'l'ho old ,Mabaratta subdl vision was iuto nine P erguunnhs and four 
Tehsoe1s. 

16. The district lies between the 21st and 22nd p rall els of North 
SitUlltion. latitude and th e 78th and 80th parallels of East 

longitude, aud is l;latur:l1ly divided into two por~ 
tions, that· above tile ghats or high table land l' prLratil1g tbe plains of 
Nagpore riOm the "alley of the Nerbudda, and that below the gbats. 
Practi cally 11 \V vel' it mny he said to con ist of three diO'erent portions 
each varying in outward apl)earance in geological character, population 
:lnd agriclI tur . 

17. 'l'be Khalsa lands fOfm two very different traets viz. that be
low and that above the gha ts. While tbe Jagbeer-

District pnrt'; nbo,-o nnd daree e~tates above re~ ned to form a third por
below tb gil' \.s . Liou quite di tinct from the other two il~ mo t re -
J)ects, my present remarks will be confined to the Khalsa lands wbich 
alone b~wl) come under the regular settlement. The de!;cl'iption ot the 
Jaghcers alld the nature of the settlement tberein introduceu will form 
the subject of u parate brunch of tbis report. 

1 ' . '0 commence then with the tract helpw the ... hots; tbis for

Tbo 7..rr hat. 
merly formed part of the great GOlld dynasty of 
D ogurh below the ghats and is now di tinguish

ed by the term (C Zcrghat" just as tbe upper portion of the Chindwara 
distlict is known as tho" DoIng-hat." It is by far the beet populated 
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and mo~t biO'bly cultivated part of the di trict, n d in fact as regards 
agriculture the crops rai. ed and the eXllenditore and n.ppli~nce!; brought 
to bear upon the land i eC01id to no por tion of Inditt thnt I have yet 
seen eithe~ in the Bombay Pr~s~ ency, Bar, 01' ~he. Centrol PrQvinees. 

19. It compri es, mallY varietie of soil but the g llrral feature is 

N t J f t 
that of plains inter. ected b.v r :;l.1I 1! of bill ruu-

aura ea ures. . f 1 'J • I'" f h h . nlDg ou t a spu rs rom t le mom lOe 0 gats, t e 
same beinn- occasionally uf trap and, occasionally; of nnd tone formation, 
whi le elsewhere meta.rllol'ph ic rOI;1>s and ch i t. prevail. 'l'be o-el1erl11 
sU,rfllce however is flat Or mel'cly U.ndlllatillo. e~c pt where the pill'S 
COll,le dowllj from 1 be h.iJ.1 ; on the imme iate dgo of the. '''hats the 
couotry is very wild and brokeu and p pula-tion i very spars 

20. The river Kunhnn, one of toe a,ffiuent of to..e Wyne Gunga, 
The Kunhan. flow s tLrollg h th riche t portion ofthEi ba~in, nnd 

. then' i an n her larg-e stream, the Jam, 110wing 
from the westl)'ard which joius the Kunll!l11 about the junc~ion of the 
Cbitldwara wiLli the Nngpole distl'i ·t : there are numerOus other plen
tiful treams but the above two are the ou ly ones of any eize wbich 
traverse this part of the distnct. 

21. 'J'be Wurda River from Baitool fotl);)s the western, boundary 

The Wurda. 
of tbe dist.ri(:~ , tllc 0ppll ite ballk oC t)),e stream 
being the Province of 1,{ernr. 

22. 'rhe Zerghat of ChindwaTa merges ~n (' ibl); illjtQ toe Nag-
Climate. Phore dis\tlrict, i t.ba bauout ot?,e sfame avedrnge height 

:1 ove t Ie ,ea, VlZ. a out 1, ",0 eet, all po se e a 
very similar cl ima te, t he heat cl,uriug' t be sum.mer months beiog,< r.y 
intense, while the colJ durill g tbe winter mon t bs is ne v~J; v~ 'J. g~cat. 
3ll<! for this reasoll i t, is helt!. to be ge l}el'ally salubriou by the na.tive·; 
on, the bOl)deni vI' the g.hats however, lever is very pre valent after the 
rams. 

23. The villages are larg-e but not w 11 built and often dirty as is 
. commonly the ea e in Mahratta <1'i tricts, and though 

Villages, t h \.re are occasional groves of mango aud other 
trees yet on the whole t he coun try is thinly wooded except of course the 
jungles on t1,J e slopes uf the Ghats. • 

24. 'lhe Balngbat or part of the Chindwara district a.l.lpve the 
gbut b. a to~ally different outwa.rd appearance, 

The Balagbat. and Il-gail uifl'erellt portions of it vary' much both 
in outward featute, nature of t'b,e oil, population, and agriculture. The 
central and eo tern portion COil . is of a succe. sion of ul,ldulating valleys 
of black soil proQucing fine autumn :roI?s and s parated I;y long Jin~s of 
t rap hiJls some utterly b:..rren, while JJl otber the top lallds admIt of 
soro~.sort of cultiva,tion ~aryillg of course very much in qUlllity . . l 'he 
riche t part bow~ve~ lies immfldiately to the east all tbe borders of the 
SeoDee d,i,strict wheJ.:e. tl}e Hawele~ PerguDnah, as it, is termed, of Chorye 

• 
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presents to tbe eye ~uring tbe cold sea on an atInost unbroken sheet of 
wheat cultivation stretching away for miles as far the sight can reach. 

25. Towards the edge of the ghats again, to tbe south and south-
Th Ghats east, the laud i more broken and intersected by 
G. ravines, but there are in places patches of excellen t 

soil. 

26. To the west again the country is of S~D.o~tone and occasionally 

J 1 t ,. ' schisto e and metamorphic formation, and here 
unge rae.... th ' I ' ld I ere IS a arge tract of very WI country sparse y 

inhabited with but little regular cultivation and clothed in places by 
dense Forest. 

27. It is intersected by the Kunhun river which, forcinO' its way 
Th K Db through a rocky gorge in the line of Gbats, makes 

e u an. its way through the Zerghat as above stated. 

28. The only other rivers of allY size are the Bail which forms the 

The Bail ; the Pcnch. 
f::out.b-western boundary bctwocn the Baitool and 
Chindwara districts, and thc P ench river which 

ris~ng in the Jagheer tract np-ar the sanatorium of Mohtoor runs through 
the eastern portion of the district and escaping II'om the hill country by 
a very narroW and rocky pa sage dot ted with small waterfall at last 
joins the Kunhan near the station of Kamptee. 

29. The Tawa also, a large river joininO' the Nerbudda a little 

The Tawa. 
above Hoshuo~abad, take its ri e not far from 
tbat of tbe Kunhan, fl owing due we t into the 

Baitool district but in its cour e through the Chindwara district) it is 
but a sandy channel dry for tbe greater portion of tbe year. 

Other stroa,ms. 

irrigation. 

30. Besides the above there are a number 
of small streams which cau be made available ful' 

31. There are but f~w towns of allY importance ill the district, 
those of Mobgaon, Pandoorna and Lodbeekhera 
below the ghats are the only ones risin g beyond 

the category: of mere agricultura.l communities. At Lodheekhel'a a very 
considerable trade is carried on in weaving and the manufacture of brass 
utensils. 

Towns. 

32. Above the ghats the town of Chindwara is tbe only one 
, having any pretensions to be ranked as a town 

ChllldWIlr& Kbas. and it is not cli, tioguished by any particular 
art or manufa9ture. 

33. The general appearance of the villages is pOor in the extreme. 
The ways are narrow and irregular, the houses 

. General &ppearllllCO of the mostly C"onslst of. sort of wattle and dab or else 
~Uage&. of mere mud, while a thin thatch kept down in 
its place by poles in the form of roof is most commonly a.dopted. Few 
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e~en of the. better olf l\, ug the cln.~- ot landholde have more preten
hous dwellmgs : b low the ghats Borne few of the villages have rather 
~etter house but e\'en here also where the agricultural community, Or 
lD othp.~, w(lrd , the bulk of the population ar 0 wall off one cannot 
~elp belDO' .truck with the almo t total ab ence of brick, tile and 
ImJe mortar In the cOn truction of their dwelling. 

34. The juno-Ie :villages inhabited by the Gond population are 
Jungl vi~ In o-eneral much Deater and cleaner than those 

, of the more open country, consi ting generally of 
one long street, and €ach house having at the back a patch of garden 
land u ually under cultivation with Mukka or Indian corn-bean, or 
tobacco,. and as the e are generally highly manured they are most 
pl'oductIve. 

35. Similarly round al m st all the villarros in the district there 
Garden patches. exist these ral bes of gArden land which, as they 

bav I» n hithel lo almost otally exempt from all 
asse. &ment} have formed the chief source of livelihood of many of their 
occnpiers. 

36. 1'he Cbindwara district must, be pronounced to be very 
Means of communication. hadly off as regards means of communi ation. 

Ther i only one regular road d serving the name 
or uch viz., that lending fi-om Chindwnra to Nagpor , thi has b en 
under Co n iructi c,u for f;Omf' years past but not much has be n complet
ed within the limit, of the disllict. Another road to I ad from Chind. 
wara to eonee was projected some years ago but the scheme bas now 
fallen into abeyance. r1'he other WElyS ar mere country traok passable 
01' othenvi c during the monsoon months ju t as the quality of the 
nil happens to be over the granite and sandstone tbe surtace remains 

firm and even under the action of the rains, but the black soil plains 
become deep swamp utterly impas able to wh el carriage. 

37. Though the district is e sentially a mountainous one and 
Sc 'kj clothed in places with for st'J comprising great 

eDery Dot Strl ng. VArieties ot trees and shrubs, yet ther is but little 
that can be dignified with ihe name of scenery in its tru scnse, saving 
only the tract of country compri ing the Puchmuree or Mahad 0 line of 
hill and these form part of the Jagheerdaries. I shalll'eserve the mention 
of them for another place. 

38. or on the other hand i the district in spite of its numerous 
jungles rich in the number of its wild animals: 
variety there is certainly, comprising the Tigel', 

Panther, Leopard, and other beas of prey, the Bear, the Bison, the 
ambw', the twelve-hornett Deer, the spotted Deer, the ilgae and various 

vari~ies of Antelopes. Still none of these are anywher~ numel'ou~ and 
the sport man may toil for days and days through the Jungles wlthout 
being rewarded with the sight even of a quarry . 

Wild ani.maIs. 

• 

• 
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39. There are but few objects of interest 'n the district. The old 
Olljccts o( interest. Fort of Deogurh, situate on a small bill about mid-

. . way between the uppel' and lower ounlry, still 
remalos as a. monument of the fallen GOlld dyna;ty, the representative 
of whi'ch still liY~s as a st~te pensioner in Nagpore. In Chindwara it
self there are . tIll standLOg the mud lVall Q( an 'old fort aid to date 
{tom the time of the Gowlee Raj, a period to whidl the pf:ople frequently 
rejet· when qu,est.\on are ~sked concerning th past but of which they 
are ut~e.r1y llQ.able to give lilly account what oever.nFurther, beyond a few 
o)d fallen temples 0$ which DO account can b de rived from the vill:wel'S 
th!:re a.re 110 I.l.ncient object of interest whatso I"er. 0 

40. Other old fort there ar~ or ., Gu rh,," as the\' are termed, such 
Old Forts. n.s A 'sairgurh, HUITYl1gurh . Gurgujgurh. and others, 

but tb e~e now :1.I'e mert' hill tops possessillfT the 
name only without any ma..torial evidences of Lheir havinO' been fu~ti6ed 
structures, 0 . 

'41. A person coming from some otber parts of India would per

Tanks. 
hap be struck by the almost entire &.b ence of 
Tanks. 'l'his i to bc accounted for, p::trtially I 

think, by be r.'1ct of their b iog so many small . treams which serve to 
water the village cattle whilc almost l'yerywhel'c wells can ue sunk to 
Rupply the want of the populati n, partly also it may he account ed for 
by the IOllg years of misrule uuder tbe Mahratta Goverllment when the 
people Werc fl ecced and rackreuted and when there was litt.le or ·no 
money left among the vill I'e oommunity to dev te to building tanks or 
Bl,lcb like works no oC imllledi'Lte neee ' ity, and even now \Vh n better 
days have <:om li p II the people Lhere!ie O1S to prevail a general apathy 
UpOIl thi and other sueh .. ubjects which J nppose it will take the expe
dence of allother g-euN'ali u to see thorou~hly eradicated. 

4·2, I have mcntioll erl the climate of the" ZergbaL" of Chindwm'a 
a bein" imilar to that of Nag-pore: auove the 

Clirnat "hove the ghats. 1" , . ghats a teJ)1.perate c Imate IS el Joyed !,lmilar to 
that of the adjoining d,i,str.i<:ts of Baitool and eoa e. 'Jhe hot wind 
only la t f I' two montl s, April :md May, and niglats are alway" cool and 
plea. ant. The average r Ilge of the tilero1omcter if; not high, and in 
the- cold sea! on frost is :peri n eo for lays and sometimes as I can 
av~r from personal xpcrience, f r \V eks in succes~ion dUI'ing the arly 
hours of tho mOl'niliff when the temperature j the lowest. 

43. The av rage range of ~leigbt abovc the sea for the Balag-hat is 
about 2000 feet, Chindwarll it elf being] believe 

B.~gbt above _level. over 2,200 feet, Ml)utoo' the spot cho en for the 
sanatorium and Eituate in one of the Jagheel's is about 1000 feet hi~her 
than Ol~~ndwllra, and the Pueumul'ree pla.teau pos esses a similar cleva
tlQrJ, but the Glimnte of Chindw::tl'a ilc:eIf is 0 tempel'ate (for India) 
&nd the ch Qge to that place has been fOllUd so benelidal to the invalid 
loldiery at Kamptee that it is a question how far any be~ter sanatorium 
i, required than the Civil station itself. 
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'44. Last May (1866) at Mohtoor in a thatched house, kept open 

to the air the mercury ranged as high as 97 daily, 
while I was tbere, and at Chindwarra. itself in an 

ordinary bouse I do not believe that the glass ranged any hio-her. 

Mohtoor. 

45 . . The climate of Chindwara should be very health/and I be-

l b ' t r 'b l' t lieve it i generally considered so; fever of course 
u fl yo. e Q IIDa e. d '1 . I b h h 1 oes preval 10 paces ut on t e woe not of so 

malignant a type as th' t prevailing in the Baitool district. Here of course 
I am speakinO" only of the results of my own experience during the 
years that I have passed in those two districts. 

46. Thus then I have attempted briefly to describe the outward 
pbysical features of the district; it will be seen to 

, V~ied feaLures of Lbo present many bl'oad contrasts and to possess maoy 
.hsLflct. varieties of outward form nnd feature which are 
reB cted back in the nature of the population and the mode of agricul
tUre. These point wiTI be more fully brouO'ht out when I come to touch 
1lpon tbe agriculture of tbe rlistrict and the various races which com
Line to form its population. 

4.7. I may observe in conclusion of this branch of the subject tha.t 
the three different portions of the di trict to IVhich 

,'fhr&!, Datura! sub-clivi- I have above referred may be likened to three 
l IOns of II. ' te 1 d' d . . . successIve s ps en tog upwar It 18 true, 1U 

th-e literal sense, bnt in reality as they ascend goin'" downwards ill point 
of prosperity and industry. The rich country below the ghat hus its 
ample population and i t teeming grain yards, the adjoiuing portion of 
the Khalsa laud aLove the ghat is still rich in its agricultural resources 
but tbere is a marked diffe rcnce for the worse as regards the industry. 
ingenuity and' capital bronght to bear on the land, and lastly to the 
north come the wi ld .Tagheerdaree tracts with their hills comprisiug tha 
highest points in the di~trict, their landowners indolent and overwhelmed 
with debt, their population of Gonds more inclined to drink thau to 
labour for a maintenance and as a consequence mllch good land even in 
such a poor wild country, no • lying idte but only requiring th hand of 
industry to bring forth its store of corn and oil for the service of man. 

48. To time only cau we look for any improvoment in these res
pects, but standing isolated as the Gondl:! d 

I~provemeni. tbe work from the rest of the population by their langllago 
or tlUle. d 1" th' d t d 1 an re IglOO, eu' manners an eus oms} an . ow 
a they are to receive any impressions from without ~t is in;tpoSsible to 
feel very sanguine as to any mate~'ial progress in ~he Immedl.ute f~tur. 

49. Further details as to SOlIs and Geologlcal formatIOn WIll be 
found elsewhere under tho head of Agriculture. 

OeolO!!y. 

DO. The geological formation of the northern portion of the dis-
, trict embracir.g tbe group known as the Mahadeo 

) Illeral resources. sand tones forms a. highly interesting study to the 
o-e loo-ist but as a full account of these is to be found in the published 
.., '" I 

• 
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records of tne Geologica.l Survey of India it is 'ueedless for me to ailate 
upon them in this place. 

r ' 
51. Similarly as regards the coal measures which are now known , 

~i to ~~tend over a ,large portion. of the ,district; 
~ . speclal reports havlDg been submItted on the sub· 

( j~ct, nO,thing that I could add would be of any value or interest. ' 

62. Thus much however. I may alloY that I believe the Chindwara. 
('Geueful resources. ,district to be as rich in the natural resources of its 

soil as any in the Central Provinces. Its coal is now 
'\fell known; there is abuudance of sandstone of excellent quality well 
l¥lapted for many purposes, and limestone of various sorts: clay well 
adapted for bricks, tiles and all kinds of pottery is ahundant, iron bas 
not been found but there can be little doubt that it exists ; small par
ticles of gold, have been discovered. This is a mere outline of the gifts of 
n,ature made but little account of at present but they will be capable of 
gIj:lat development when the means of communication are better opened 
out. 
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CHAPTER III. 

POPULATION. 
53, I now preceed to give a slight sketch of the difl'er~nt races 

OellilUS return. compo ing the population of which a return is ap
pended beinO' the result of the cen us taken in 

November of last year (Appendix No. V.) 
54. It is well knowu that there exist a. number of sub-divisions of 

13rahmnos. this caste, all however a. <umiog the generic name 
of Brahman. 'l'he majority however of tho e found 

i~ the Chindwara di trict ar Mahratta Brahmans whose ori o-inal country 
is the D ccan, they are generally the descendants of men who followed 
the old Mahratta invaders to the conquest of Central India and who 
found employments in all branches of the pC'litic 1 and civil Admini
tration in every capacity from the Prim Minister down to the mere 
Moot uddee or Writer. These men have nev r in allY way interminglecl 
with the other Brahmans of Northern and Central 1ndia, but have ever 
k pt up their ancient traditions and their connection with their old 
}IQrne the Deccan. They are a clever intricruing rac but as regards 
their intelligence and ability generally they ~ust be pronounced to have 
degenerated considerably from the anci nt type. 

55. They are not found in large numbers in this district but they 
Their number small. occupy almost every position in the social calo 

from the weJl to do- villacre Proprietor down to the 
meanest solicitor of alms at the hou e door ~ Some are employed as 
agents or writers, some have land which however they never t.ill with 
their own hand, and generally they fill all situations whero some ort of 
education is required. With the exception of Ko.yuts and a few of the 
mercantile classes they are the only body of men having any pretence to 
education of any sort. Nearly the whole of the village Putwarees be
long to this caste. These men are not mucb looked up to by the me s 
from upper and northern India bllt 111'0 chiefly held in bonor by the 
Mnhratta. Sudras. 

56. The great body of the Agriculturists below the ghats are Mah-
:It bees rntta Sudras kn own a Koonbees of whom again 

oon • there are various ubdivisi us, such as the Tirolee, 
Lonara., Levo, Dholewars and otllers. These are essentially a Mahratta 
race, the. ame that formed the bulk of the armies that wel"e led to cou
p est by Sivajee and his warlike de cendants. Time howcTer has aI
mo t entirely oblit.erated the military element in their nature and they 
now are among the mo t peaceful of cultivators though sturdy and in
dependa.nt at time in the pro ecution of wllat they may consider their 
rights. These men are the real Mahrattas, the arne as are now found 
aU over Bemi', Kandeish and the Deccan, but the term Of Mahratb" 

• 
• • • 
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seems to Ilavo been pecially appropriated by a few familics who claim 
to themselves special distinction and high lineage. 

57. The 1\:oonbees below the ghats arc good cultivators taking-
, much pains in the proparat,ion and manuring of 

l{ooubees good ('ulllva. the land, anu in weeding and otherwi, c securing 
• \ rd, the crop afterwards. In the mattel· of irrigation 

however they are rather behind Land owing no doubt to the force of an
re tral cu tom. 'l'here are comparatively few Koonf>ees above the crhat 
anu only a few Koormees speaking the Hindee lancrnaO'e. 

,5. This dass is pretty numerollsly represe;;'tea'" in tIle Pandoorna 

'l3hoyc,s, Pergunnah below the ghats: u.nd in Percrunnah 
Mohkhnir chietly above the ghats: they are Dot 

2lble to give any very distinct account of themsolves, but it i !>upposed 
that they originally came down from Northern India whellce they were 

~ • driven by the tides of foreign invasion, They are a very hard working 
and industrious race ever ready to avail themselves of any mean of 
irrigation. 'Ihey may be pronounced to be the best cIa s of cultivators 
in the district. 'rhey are, however, very much addicted to drink which 
has led many of them into debt and difficulties; their own languagc is 
Hindee J ut from contact with the Mahrattas most of them can speak 
tha.t I;I.nguage as well. 

59. Another chid branch of the agricultural community Bre the 
Lodees, one of the cla seS of Ie hutree cultivatol'S, 
who are said to have emigrated Northern India 

about the time of Aurungzebe. They are found ·hiefly in the Amurwam 
Pel'gunnah the most northerly part of the di trict and from thence they 
are found extendiug down the valley of ihe Pench river fH ~ome dis
tance to the South; nowhere else are they ~ und in any num hers nnd 
they would thu (lem to have occupied tue first lands thcy could find 
unoccupied in thier southward journey and th"ere remained. They now 
form large brotherhood5i. but the tenure of their villages bas remained 
i::1 imple zemindaree in the bands of one or more of the heads of a 
:t: mily, the variou collaterals being quite c ntent to remain in the po i
tion of t ennnts, l'hey are generally c n jdcrcd O'ood and enterprj iog 
cultivators but I do Dot think them equal to the Bhoyers in this r pect. 

60. There are but few RlI.jpoo in tbe di trict and so much 11as 
be n written concerning them that it is needles 
to say much in the prelS~nt in tance. We kno'"" 

tha they claim celestinl origin, and that n.s far as is known they origi
nally came ft·om the prorill e of u Ie, and in course of centuries have 
lIe n broken up into numerouS sub·di"isinn losing mueh of their former 
),i h chamct r tlnd purity of blood, in fuet here are but few left of the 
ori,,·inal race and thos of thi di trict . l'e bnt degenerate representa

LodoCll. 

Rajpoob!, 

t,jvcs. 
61. Ther nre one or two familie calljD~ tbemllelves " Pear 

'rako r " and claiming high lineage, but they call 
gi\' no further dotail ' of their family or how it 

first came iuto the district. 

l'IIA' 'l'akoor, 
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62. There al'e no eentire communilie but th ; exi t only as a few 
scatter d individuals amon!!' the rest of the com-Rajpoots few in Dumber. ~ 
munity. In fact the R3jpoot race in these parts 

is chiefly known under Orne one or other of the ubordinate races into 
which tbey have come by process of time to be sub-divided, amongst 
whom are the following. 

63. These are o. iginally of Rajpoot origin and to thi day pride 
uk themselves on the antiquity a.nd purity of th ir 

R bunsces. descent, but they are looked down upon by socailed 
pUre Rajpoots as havin'" demeaned them elve by putting their hands 
to the plough a.nd occasionally eating stale bread when out at ork in 
their fields. They are said by the Rajpoots to be the illegitimate des
cendant of some former chi f by a woman of low cs. teo 1'l1ey Ill'e not 
a very numerou class but there are some lar"'e broth rhoods of them 
holding villa"'es in Byacharee tenure; cliief among them are the Chow
drees of Chindwara a family having many brap hes settled in tho 
district; they are fair cultivators but difficult to deal with, tbey aro 
ignorant and b tinate and proud besides, and have given more troublo 
in tbe variou staO'es of settl ment operations tban any other cIa s of tbe 
community owing to their family feuds and di sensions. Among them 
are ome of the very oldest settlers in the district dating back from 
many g neration ; havin'" occupied only the more contral portions of 
th'e di trict they would seem to have escaped from tho raids of thu 
Pindarees and Gonds by which the other parts of the di -triol. wero 
dcpopub.ted. 

64. This race is fouod more Or less all over the diRtrict aod tIley 
are chielly engaged in garden cultivation though 
they carryon ordinary cultivatioll as well; they 

aho raise su"'ar-cane and occasion~lly opium, but their chief gains are 
derived from the growth of misccllaneou produce, such as, onions, 
garlic, turmeric, coriaoder and various vegetables, whioh takiog but a 
short time to arrive at maturity enable the land to be oropped several 
times in succe sion during the year. There are again sub-divisions of 
the malees like as is the ~ase with all o~her tribes of tho Hindoos, 
Malees of each particular division generally confining themselves to 
some one particular branch of cultivation. 

Malces. 

65. The above are the chief representatives ofthe agricultural 
Olh C J ' . cIa&scs community, but tllere are also the following ca tea 

er u tinting • enga ed in the culture of the land, Kachees allied 
to the Malees, and similarly engaged in Garden and otber irrigated 
cultivation. Kirars an inferior c to liut industrious, Mural'S found 
chiefly in the Mohkhair Pergunnah, Alkarees grow'ers of AI, aid 
to be of Rajpoot descent and found ooly in the Pandoorna Pcrgunnah 
on the borders of the Nagpore district. 

• 
• 



GG , The aowl~es are naturally an imporbnt. class in a distl'ict 

",,)eC8, 
posse sing such large tracts of wa te land adapted 
for p turing cattle. They claim a very high 

origin anu pride themselves on the purity of their de cent. Not much 
is known of their former history, but it is the custom in this di trict to 
ref r all ancient monuments for wbich no other hi tory is forthcoming 
to the period of the" Gowlee Raj," wlticb is said to have exi ted in 
days gone by. rl'he story told by the prescnt Rukbunsee chowdrees ot 
Chindwara. is that tbeir ancestors were retainers of the Gond Raja. 
whil the Town and Fort of Chindwara were held by a ruling family of 

wI s ; that their ancestors were duly eml-'owered by the Good Raja. 
to po~se,' themselves oi Chindwara. which they accordingly did by driving 
out. t.he Gowlees and there they have l'emained to the present day. 

G7. There are said to I e sever~l divisions of the Gowlee race and 

S b d
' " of G 1 these again are sub-divided into numerous gots 

II 'IV1810 oWoes. d f' iI' f'th G I d an am Jes ; many 0 e ow ees are engage 
in agriculture Ilspeuially among the poorer ones, but their crnef occupa
tion is cattle breeding. The milk of their cows furnishes ghee wbich is 
. ported to the nearest market, and thc young steers also are sold off, 

the cows only oeing retained. I have made mention e1sowh re of Lhe 
Kbllmarpan 0 breed of attIe, in that P..,rgunnah there are some wealthy 
Gowlces possessing very large berds flom whicb they derive a i:t.rl;e 
profit. 

G The wild Percrunnab of Assair is also an c,tber of fheir strong
holds from the amount of pnstuI'e found there, and 
generally they nre founu all :Llong the valleys of 

the P .n b, tho Kunhan, and other smaller streams, During tho hot 
monLh they migrate elsewhere in search of water aud pasture return
ing to th ir villo .... es by the mon oon when they proceed to cultivate thc 
sn~(\ll patches of ga.rden hnd attached to their houses. 

Cow) of Assn.ir, 

69. The cattle of Kh\lm~\I'p:m e arc lnva.riably driven of!' to tbo 
upland of MUJldla. and Ra gurh Bichia during the 

1111gf lion to ~ gurh hot months. . 
nithi~. 

70. The owle 8 inbabitin .... the di trict helong to the following 
differ nt cl S I:l each (\f which i said to be divided 

of ow· ioto twelve and a. half gots or families. The 
different classes of oour e do not intermarry nor do 

Vui u cl 
) e , 

thoy eat together. 

71. The 0 ellgacre a much in aO'riculture as in cattle keeping 
and very many of them are Proprietor of villages. 

NU111lUns GOW)ecB. , The are fOUlld chiefly along tho valley of tho 
1)eu h riyer in the mOre open part of th country. 
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n. Dholya. up-d Malay Gowlee. ongaga but littlo in al'l'riculture ; 

the former occupy the Khnmal'panee r TO'unnab, 
Dholya and Malay Gow- the latter are found chiefly in Assail- and ill some lee < , 
. of the J agheer traot . 

73. The Bhais Gowlees as their nnme impo:.-ts chiefly I'MI' Bul:' 
Bb . G 1 faloes and engage but seldom in oultivation. The 

&IS owes. hetarey Gowlees on the other hand live chie1ly 
by agriculture; the majority of them are settled in the As air Per
gunnah. 

74. The Telees are engaged in a variety of pursuits and form an 

Telees. important class of the community. Their primary 
occupation as their name denotes is the manufac

tUre and sale of oil, and they are divided into different clas es ac ordinrr 
to the particular oil which they may be speci.ally engaged in manufa tur
ing. 'l'hey are also engaged in agriculture but their chief source of gain 
is the carryinl'l' miscellaneous produce, such as Mowba, and othel' 
spontaneous fruits of the forests and also graiu and miscellaneous arti
cles. Tb y manage to realise large profits by this trade and they arc 
generally well off, some of them possess villages and cultivate land, 
but theY'never in person put tbeir band to the plough. 

7 o. There are only a few of this caste in the di. trict cbieRy in the 

Kayuts. Chowrye Pergunnah, but they arc found occupying 
all situations as landLolders, cultivators, writers, 

agents, and some times Putwarees. The Kayuts, as is well known, aro 
a low class of the Hindoos, but they are all more or loss educated and 
prefer depending on their intellects and pen for subsistence to engagincr 

in mannal labour. Tbey are a clever vet'satile race, but not vel'y re
markable for honesty or morality. They appear to have loen chiefly 
advanced by the Mahomedan conquerors of Central India, who found 
thorn more pliant a.nd sub ervient a.s agents and servants than other 
castes of Hindoos. They have but few religious or ceremonial prejudices 
and are much addicted to drink. This caste furnishes the greatest 
Dumber of writers and other Government servants. 

7.6. These persons n18(\ carry on a similar trade to that of the 

KulBrs. 
Telees exporting produce of various sorts and im
port~ng iu return salt, cocoanuts and" kirana" 

as it is termed or miscellaneous wares j their natural vocation, however, 
is the distilling and selling the liquor produced from the fl wers of the 
Mohwa tree. These men havoe frequently realised large proftts by sup
plyinO' the Gonds with liquor in return for which tbey had to fUl:ni h 
Mobwa on very chea.p terms and timb~r when required. As the 
Kular kept the a.ccountfl of tbp.se transactions and managed to keep 
the Gonds perpetna.lly in his debt, it can readily be imagined that the 
latter had to pay, VCl'y dear indeed for th i1' l iquor_ 

• 

• • 
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77. At present the Kulars are chiefly found in the Assair PeI"

gunnah where the Mohwa is plentiful and the 
drinking classes preponderate but there is a 

Kolan chicO, confined sprinkling of them all over the district more es
Pergwwab Assalf. 

p~cially in the jungly tracts. 

78. Bunias form but a small portion of the population being 
B . found only in the towns and-larger villages. Less 

uru&S. necessity exists for this elas of persons owing to 
the custom of holding weekly bazaars or markets on different days of 
the work at the chief villages of each Pergunnah where the people brinO" 
their grain or other commodities for sale, and exchange them for coal's: 
cloth Or whatever article they may require and vice versa. 

79. In a simple agricultural district these bazaars seem to 

Weekly Baz . supply all the ordinary daily wants of the com
munity. 

SO. These per ons keep sheep and goats and weave coarse 
Gadrecs. bUmketittotJhe~ w2Q.l i the breed both of sheep 

and goa s ill 18 strict is poor in the extreme. 

S1 These men r present the class elsewhere known as cabars, 
Dh they are fishermen by trade and bearer also. 

ecman. They further cultivate melons in the beds . of 
rivers and grow Sing3Tas in the beds of tanks. '£hey very seldom en
gage in regular agriculture; they o.re a vel''! independant class of the 
community. 

82. Bunjaras come more properly under the head of wandering

Bunjarllll. 
tribes bllt they have in places fixed homesteads 
where they remain together during the rains. 

The wives and families aro also occasionally left behind when the men 
have proceeded on a trip. They OCCal ionally cultivate rice in the im
media.t. vicinity of th ir dwelling. There are several of these Bunjara 
colonies in the Chowrve Pergunnah whither they were attracted by the 
abunda.nt rastnre of the waste lands; two of their Naiks or head men 
are men 0 large posse sions and now occupying the position of land
holders. 

S3. These are the chief of the HiJ:ldoo races calling for :my se
parate notice. 

S40. The Mussulmans of this district are very few in number and 
M IiIIUla:>aDs a.re not of any long standing in the district. 'The 
u. chief among them are some few retainers of the 

old N agpore state to wbom were given villages by way of pensions. 

85. These form a la.rge and not unimportant class of the commo
nity. They are divided into two distinct branches 

Db.err. viz., the Kutyas and the Meheras or Mbars i both 
of these furnish the very useful village official known as ~he Kotwar. 
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Tile member of the familv not so employ d nre generally engaged in 
piuning and weaving coar e cloth which they dispo~e of at the nellTest 

weekly bazAAr in relurn for grain 01' other nece ulles of life. Thoy have 
eldom the mans to engage in regular agricultur , but they cultivate 

patches of aard n land adjoining their bou . Fur ber a b inO' fr 0 from 
all ocial prcjudic , they n.re enab] d to a1. out th ir livelihood in 
many way th t ar not open to their Rindoo neighbours. Thoy Ilre as 
a. rule v ry hard wOl'ki,ng nnd industrious but like all of the lower clas os 
much addict d to drink. 

86. I have before given a brief sketcb of the Gonds in roly I' po,rt 

Oonds. 
upon tIl B",itool 'ott! mont and it e ms needless 
for me to f1' over th gor und n".uin, th more so 

that since t hen report h:w 1 e n . ubmi tt d from all the tli. tricts upon 
this as w 11 as other tribes. Much diversity of opinion e'isls as to their 
manners and customs in fact thes vary ml)ro or less in overy dilO trict 
and as ey cannot boa t of a singl' man of any eduC{~tion among 
their r ks, it i very diflicult to ascertain anything aut hentic con
cerning them. 

87. Gonds 0.1' found more or less aU over the district, but chiefly 
in thO jungle vi lhges n.loD~ the linO of ghats in 

Distribution of the Gonds the jld l'el'mlDD!lU of As. ~ir, and ali over the 
over the District. 0-

J aghcerdal' s of which they form almost the 
sole POPlllation wi th the exception of a few G wlees anu Koorkoos.
The latter;Ll' a.lso II wilu jungle trille cl iminr; to bo of Rnjl?oot 
origin. In appearance custom and Jangling' they are totally di tlUct 
from the Gonds thongh th ir mode of livc)illood is v 1')' similar but 
on the whole tbey are better culti\'utors and occasionally expend a 
good d !II oflnbour ill raising r ice aud other grains. 

8. The village communities wcre DO doubt originally constituted 

Village communities . . 
ou the old Maharntta SYSl mofth "Barll Bulotay" 
or complement of twelve village officcrtl but owing 

to the mnny vicissitude that the country has gone through, no trace 
now remain of any of these establishment6 in perfection, though some 
of the members exist in every village and all almost are repres nted in 
sOme villacre or another. 

89. 'rhe headman of the village was the Patel described elsewhere, 
and who under the present order of affairs has 

The Patel. merged into the village Proprietor. After him 
comes the Havildar or teward ho is more prol'erly the private er
vant or agent of the Patel, looking after hjs B er land, cotlecting tIle 
rents, and generally o::.uying on the little business conccrn~ of the 
oommunity. 

90. The next most important persoJ;lage is the Kotwar or village 
drudge who i m de useful on. all. possible occa-

The Kotwar. sions. He has to do the Patel's bIdding on all occa-

• 

• ------~------.------~ 
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SiOll.8, reports crime or aecidents to the Police: Hee the tenants at 
rent time and generally is the chief executive officer of tbevillage. He 
is also supposed to know all about the village concerns, is tbe referee 

. in many cases of dispute and is the custodian of the vilLllge boundaries. 
He was remunerated in times past either by money payment or a grant 
of land from the Malgoozar, by certain perquisites such as the flesb and 
hide of cattle dying within the village, and certain allowances from tbe 
tenants at harvest and on certain fe tivals and cenmoniel occurring. 

91. Formerly the Kotwar was looked upon ql:lite ns much as a 
8t&t r tb K t Government as a mere village, servant, but it has 

UI 0 e o .. ar. DOW been ruled t hat he his purely and simply the 
llervant of the Proprietors, and that the latter will be held \'e ponsiblt> for 
the due reportinO' of crime and management of the village concern. In 
the settlement papers therefore no notice has been taken of the Kotwar 
beyond merely recording his name aud also such remuneration a may 
have been agreed upon between him and the Proprietors by mutual 
arrangemellt, in case of future litigation between tbe parties. 

92. The Putwaree Or village accountant next claims our attention. 

Potware . 
Under the former Maharatta overoment he was 
to all intents and purposes a mere private servant 

of the Pate); he was inde d recognized by the Government as the 
medium for the preparation of tbe village accounts and for the sub
millsion of all return that might be ca.lled for, but the appointment 
and di mjssal and the mode of their remuneration was left almo t en
tirely to the head of the village communiLy. 

In some cases the office de cended from father to on, but it did 
.0 by sufference and not by any right inhflrent in the office. Similarly 
certain dues of grain from the cultivators at time of harvest came to 
form one of the perqui ite of the office. On the annexation of the 
country it was attempted to make the Putwarees into regular servants 
of the Government and fixed rates of remuneration were allowed. 

93. The question however has been again taken up during the 
HI 'Statu cour e of th settlement. and it has been finally ruled 
•. that the Putwaree are to revert to their ancient 

po itioo as servants of the village Proprietors: The appointment of 
them or otherwi e and the amount and mode of tbeir remuneration 
are t. be left entirely to them, and Ruch of them as are capable of giv
ing in th ir Own retorn are exempt from the necessity of maintaining 
any such functionary. The only condition imposed by Govertlment is that 
the annual papers shall b duly and faithfully rendered at the proper 
time and that all matt rs connected with the management of the village 
ah 11 be carried on to the satisfaction of tbe District Officers. 

9~ The J08hee 's tbe village astrolOger who is in all cases a Maha
rattr. Brahmin. He ia supported partly by grants of 
land rent-free (tbeee will. hOW6yer, be renmed OIl 

JoIMt. 
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• death of preaebt incumbents) and partly by charity. He is cODsulted 
on all occasions of marriages and other ceremonies being suppolled to 
be able to point out lucky days and seasons, as also as to sinking "ella 
aud setting in hand farm operations of every od. 

96. The Bhoomuk is a Gond, he is only found in a few village •. 
He is supposed to po se s the power of scaring 
away tigers and also of exercising evil spirits; he is 

0.1 0 suppo ed to know ~11 about the village boundaries and is a referee 
in cases of dispute. 

Bhoomok. 

. 96. The Garpugaree is a sort of mendicant who is said to ha~e 

Garpugaree. 
the power of averting IItorms of hail. He is paid by 
allowances of grain from the cultivators which are, 

however, with held in seasons when hail actually falls. 

97. Other village officers are the Lohar and BUrbaee, the black. 
Offi smith and carpenter who mend and keep in rep~ 

O~en1J1ag8 cera. all the agricultural implements of the community 
receiving allowances of grain as remuneration, the chumar or cobbler 
who repairs the leather bags used in irrigation the Naee or Barber the 
Pboby or washerman and the Durzee or Tailor, all these are likewiSe 
remunerated for their services by gifts of grain, sugar-cane, or other 
produce . 

. 98. These constitute the village community as it should be in 
theory, but no one village can boast of the full 

Village communities ex· complement· 8S a rule one arti6.cer has to supply 
ilt in perfection in theory the wan ts or'several villages . 
only. • 

99. I n former times und9r the native Government the people 
were doubtless rackrented and reduced to much 

~reumlt&nc.ea of the peo' poverty but for the last t welve years their circum. 
pIe UI former timet. stances have been gradually impro\'ing and the 
a .... ricultural body noW mllst be pronounced to be in a very comfortable 
c~ndition especially below the ~hats where large sum have been realised 
by the growth o~ cot~n. . The Proprietors with but some exceptions 
a.re but little raIsed eIther 10 a.ppearance, dre II, or re ources above the 
b tter class of culti vators ; they must all be pronounced as ignorant in 
the extreme and with aIL difficult: to dqal with. This must be chiefly at
tributed to the effect!! of former misgovernment, and to their not ha.v
ing as yet gained full confidence in our ~oo~ intentions towards them. 
Their manners are to say the lllast ohurllsh 10 the extreme. As a fact 
dlolring my inspections I have experienc~d in. many cases actual difficul
ty in getti ng a Malgoozar to come outsld.e h18 . house to speak to me and 
011 my leaving the village he would conSider It a great str tch of cour
tesy to accompany me for!l few hundred yar~s : it ma~ be ~ea.dily i~a
gined how difficult a task It has been to obtalQ any reliable mformation 
from such persona, and how li~~ they have facilitated tile various oper· 
ations of the lettlemant. 

• 

• 
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" 100: This ignorance as I must term it, and stupidity seem to 
, prevall in aU classes of the community, and is 

'their ignorance IIndapa- str~nge1y illustrated by their app'arent apathy even 
tby. as to their own rights. Even now years after the 
diflposal of the proprietary right casas, collatel'als and other claimants to 
villages are coming forward without being able to assign any valid 
c~nse for not having appeared sooner in the field. 

101. And similarly as regards t he attestat~on of rents and record 
of rights in the tenantry : months and (wen years 

Vexatious claims prefer- after the settlement of the question claims are be-
red. iog preferred in a most vexatious manner involv ... 
ing much waste of time in reference,s before they can be disposed of. 

, " ' 

102. Below the ghats the people are naturally much shrewder 

D
'ff b te f and more alive to their Own interests, but tl::.ey are 
1 erent carne r 0 1 t··' '1 ' b' 1"k t Mah tbe population below tbe not ess wan ing 10 CIVllty e100' 1 e mos -

ghats. rattas uncouth though not ill-disposed at heart. 

103. T e popul.a.tion generally are peaceful and orderly and there 
is but little crime. , There are few resident tribes 

People tn;:l peAcefnl of the professionally criminal class, and_but few of 
nnli well· , the wandering races of beggars and thieves find 
their way through the district. Where dacoities have occurred they 

have generally been the work of Bunjaras ot: of 
Gonda suffering possibly from the pangs of hunger. Dacoity. 

\. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

AGRICULTURE. 

104. As muoh 

DilJerenl atyle of agri. 
culture above and below 
Ul8 ghats. 

lIS the portions of the Chindwara district above 
and below the ghats vary in outward physical ap
pearance, so much do they differ in the system of 
agriculture and in the crops raised. 

105. Fjrs~ then I will proceed to describe the nature of the soils 

Below the gbats. 

Soils. 

and th moue of oultivation in vogue below' the 
ghats with some acconnt of the crops rai ed. 

106. '1'he soils may be divided into four classes 
viz., Kalee, Moorund, Kbul'dee and Burdee. 

107. The Kalee is the well knulVn black soil ulgarly termed by 
Ilome Cotton 60il ; it i a light friable earth sup
po ed to have been formed out of the detritus of 

decomposed basalt, it is a fine rich soil and capable of raising almost any 
crop. 

x.Jee. 

. 108. The Moorund is rIO doubt the B.!J.me"soil originally, bu~ the 

lloorund. 
Burface having been much waflhcd away by the 
constant nction of the rains there is a greater 

admixture of nodular limestone and other stony particles. With the 
aid of manure, however, this land can be rendered quite as productive as 
the Kalee and even more so during sen.sons when tbe rain is very heavy 
and continuous, for being lighter and more porous it allows the water to 
percolate fr~ely wiLhout drowning the crop as is sometimes the case in 
the mC're heavy soil. 

109. Khurdee again is a. more gravelly soil having some or the 
Kb dee qualities of Moorund but in less quantity, !lnd is 

ur • altogether a mnch more hungry soil requiring 
much manure to render it productive. 

110. The last quality of soil Burdee is a poor red earth consi ting 
as much of stones as of ought else, !lnd in it only 

Bardee. the very poorest crops are raised, although occa-
.ional1y by force of manure or by the help of irrigation even this poor 
land is made to yield valuable crops, such as Opium or Cotton, the former 
only being irrigated. 

Ill. There is also another variety of soil known as u Seearoot," 
this is merely a sandy alluvium found on the 

Seearoo&. sid II of rivers formed by the action of the floods : 
it is one oC the most na.turally productive soils and requires little or no 
manure, but ia only {oUlld in • few places • 

• 

• • 
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112. The staple crop below the gha~s is the Khurecf or Seearce 
Rh f as it is termed which is put down at the com-

uree crop. mencement of the rainy season and reaped at the 
commencement of the cold weather. 'rhe chief article of produce so 
sown is the Jowaree which forms tbe chief food of the cUltivating class, 
l·jce ana wheat being alike but little u ed by them. It is sown at the 
beginning Of the rains in June and ripens towards the end of November . 

• The land is prepared for SOme time before the SO~illg during the hot 
months, and 'manure is generally applied by those who have it. The 
stalks known by the name of " Kurbee" form the chief food of the 
cattle durillg the months when pasture is Dot to be had. Cotton now 
occupies even a greater breadth of land than Jow~\ree , but thi state of 
things, 1 conceive can oo]y be temporary and even nOw the fall in price 
of cotton bas led the cUltivators in many places to revert to the growing 
of cereals instead. Cotton is generally sown along with Toor in alter
nate patches or strips !iI.nd the land is prepltred for it very much in the 
same way as it is for J owaree. There is uo dou ht that both crops 
more or less suffer from hAing thus sown in irnmedirtte juxta-position, 
but so strong is tho force of ancient custom that the -cultivators while 
themselves acknowledging the disadvantages of the system yet eem 
to entertain no idea of following out any better one. 

IlS. These three staple .. above mentioned are raised on almost .all 

1\1 [ - 11 'I the soils, when sown in the black soil they require 
\ luroe sown 10 a 801 s. 1 . . 

ess or even no manure, but In seasons of heavy 
alld continuous rain they ate apt to be swamped and choked in the 
heavy mud that is formed, The best crops are raised in the batter 
qualities of the Khurdee soil when manure is fully applied. 

114. None of these crops are ever irrigated, as tbe monsoon rains 

Cotto'll. 
aro quite sufficient for the purpo e of ripenin 
them. Th e Cotton picking should commence in 

November and go on for several months until the plants become dried 
'ttp and exhausted. As yet the culti vators have Dot learnt to use allY but 
tbe ordinary indi.,.. DOU seed but efforts have b en mad to show them 
the superiority of other and foreign sorts, and it is to be boped that 
these will b el'erot r permanently introduced, as much labour and skill 
i xpended in the cultivation of the plant and in place excellent returns 
nre reali sed. E c if the cultivators could be induced to procure their 
suppli s of seed from another village the l' suIt would be apparent in 
the increased yield of the Cl\()P but as it is, year after year the seed .of 
tho la,1I crop i again committed perhaps to the very @8.me soil, and it is 
a well known principle in agriculture that such se d always goes on 
deterioratinO' wherea if rem.oved to a ne~, soil it wonld develop all its 
latent pristine fertility. 

115. The gre t oulk of the land below the gbats, is under culti

nstor Oil 
vatiou with the above rops, the breadth under 
Rull 'uHivation oemg ver incon iderable. Aft l' 

these I may mention the Erundce or a t.or Oil plant" occupying the 
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most prominent pl:tce, it is Own towards tJle elld of the rain in pOOl' 
soil ; it never reaches any great size in CO(l , cquence, hut it i suppol'led 
to give the land a rest. . The oil is said to be used iu cooking as well as 
fox lighting purposes. ' 

116. These are the only crops that are raised in any quantities; 
Otb a there il'l a little land uuder cultivation with the Al 

c:- rops. from whence a beautiful dye is obtain d. This 
plant lics three years i n the ground and at tbe eull the roots have to be 
xtracted at great labour and expens~ by means of trenching, but this 

latter operation is most beneficial to the land. Also some sm:lll amount 
of Tillee, and other oil seeds are raised but not in any large quantity. 

117. The amount of land under irrigation is very small, and in 
fact considering how industrious the majority of 

Irrigntioll little resorted the cultivators are it is quite surprising that they 
to: bave bad so little recourse to well cultivation, but 
it is only in comparatively ~ w village that it exists and by means of it 
some excellent crops are raised; Surrarcane is Dot much grown, but 
garden vegp.tables and miscellaneous produce such as Ginger, Tnrmel'ic, 
'c. is rai ed, but this forms a very small branch of the indnstry of 

the population. 
11. I now turn to thc cultivation above the g4ats; the same 

qualities of soil prevall bnt they are known by 
e'ulLivatioll nbov" the different names. Thus th KallJe js popularly 

Gbats. t ermed Dol, while the Khurdee and Burden are 
frequently classed as one. Both abovc and b low the ghats however 
the soils have been r egistered in tlle settlement papers nnder six chtsses 
in accordance with the classification adopted in tho Nagpore di 'tricl, 
they are as follows :-

80111. 
Kalee 1st Class. 
Kalee 2nd Class. 
Moorund. 

Khurdee. 
Raitaree or sandy. 
Burdee. . 

110. There is also < species of land calleel Kharee, it i maunrcd 
by all the sweepir.g of the village aud ill ther 
ways. 'l'his land i generally in the 11auds of the 

Z mindar himself or is let at a. very higb rent, it will grow crops of any 
description, but wbt~r' t.heTe are me.lUS of ilTigatiou it is reserved fot· 
ll~al'-Cane or opium. T i quality of soil is not separately recorded in 

thc Khusra. 

marce. 

120. Except in tr.e pOOl' jungle villagcs tenanted chiefly by Gond ' 
and where thc soil is too poor to ra1so allY thing 

The Rubeo the chief except durin'" the rainy ea~on and where also 
crop. there is neither capital nOr indu&try to start irri
gation, the Rubee crops is the grea.t stand by of the cultivator the Khll
reeff crop being taken little account of; much more irrigation also pre
vails than is the c~se below tho ghats ::Ind the main crop raised is sugar
cane. The modo of culti \·a.tion both as regards the sugar-cane and thtl 

• 
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Rubee crops are almost precisely similar to those employed in the ad-
joining district of Baitool, and r would beg leave to quote my remarks 
from the settlement repor~ made on that district previously submitted 
by me. 

121. "The great staple of the district is the Rubee crop to which 

Area 10 cultivated, 
more than three fourths of the land in the open 
parts is devoted. 

122. "In theory the prepara,tion of tbe soil should be commenced 
1'1' ti f th 1& d. in the hot weather the land receiving one or two -

epe.ra on,o e D dressings with thtl Bukur or paring plough before 
the setting in of the raius. In point of fact however this essential item 
of good husbandry whereby the seeds of "-raSs and other weeds are 
exposed to die and the O'rounu opened for the reception of the rain is very 
generally neglected, the renson allpged being the seat'city of bullocks, 
those cultivators who have irrigated lond not beiog n.ble to spare their 
bullocks from the well until after the commeocement of the rains. After 
that the laod hould receive from three to four (lL'essings of the plough 
fru time to time during intervals of rain until the ground has been 
properly pulverised Dnd all weeds eradicated. When the rains however 
are beavy and ince ant it often happens that the fielJs have to lie 
untouched until the conclusion of the monsoon when' they receive a 
hasty preparation immediately preparatory to the seed being put in. . 

123. It Early in Octobet· the cultivators hegin to sow the Mahsoor 

Bowing operaUoDl. 
and Teora or Lakh, pulse which serve as food 
both for man and bullook, after that gram is sown 

and last of all the wheat, whioh hould Dot be put down until after 
the heats of Ootober have pas ed away. None of these crops receive 
any manure what oever, and it is very seldom that a cultivator even 
when pos essing a well ever thinks of silviog his crop from the tlffects of 
drought by irrigation' 

124. "The general method of sowing and reaping the crops is 80 

Reapiog. 

the subject. 

125. "The 

similar tv that pursued in othe\' parts of India that 
it is needless for me to enter into any details on 

Khureef crop generally is c nsidel'ed of but little im-
portance except in the hI villages where it is the 

,The Khureef cup but staple crop. The most valuable of the Khureef 
lilLie aocounled of. crops at the pre.ent moment is cotton, hut its cuI. 
tivation is but. little understood Ot· practised a.bove the ghats. In the 
more open villano-es it is said not to sucoeed but I am inclined to lay this 
to the part of ;ant of skill or knowledge in the cultiva.tors rather than 
to any inherent quality in the sl,il. Of late years naturally owing to 
the great rise in the price of cotton some more attention haa been laid 
to the cultivation of it, but still it cannot be reckoned amODg ODe 0 the 
.taple articles of produce. 

( 
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• 126. . « Jowaree also is but little sown in the more open parts and 
.Ti then chiefly for the sake of the stalks which BtI"e as 
owvee. food for cattle. In th"l poorer villages it is grown 

in low lands near rivers, what would be termed Khadur land in upper 
India, and also in land newly taken up after 0. fallow; a. very little rice 
and other inferior grains ale also grown occasionally i~ the better villa-. 
ges but not to any appreciable extent. 

127. "The poor-hurdee soil is generally sown 'With the oil plant 
J Til 41 termed Jugnee, which will grow almost anywhere 

agnee, 00 c. and is said to improve the soil for any orop that may 
follow, hence it is often sown in exhausted soil by way of retrieving its 
quality; very little Tilee is grown anywhere. In the hilly parts of the 
district of course the Kbureef is the staple Cl'OP but there are few villages 
in which there is not some land -capable oJ rai inO' either wheat or gram 
The method of cultivation is the same ns that above detailed, but from 
the fact of the cultivators being chiefly Gond , and po sessed of but little 
capital and few bullocks the land is not generally so well preparetl as it 
should be, but it bas this advantage that fwm the habit t.he Gonds have 
of frequently migrating villages become deselted and the lands obtain 
the benefit of a f'allo\v. 

128. " The staple crops in the poor villages are Koothee a pe~ies 
OUi in! • Or of inferior rice, Kodo a sort of Ryo or gras, RaIa, 

er mor opt. Kungne, Serna and other poor grai,ns, Kootkee 
and Kodo are the chief staples, and the land so sown gets but little pre
paration. There are two times for sowing, first in June when tbe crop 
ripens in Au~ust. , The second towards the end of July, the crop ripen. 
ing in October. Another gl'eat crop is the Oil plant termed J ugnee 
which has the merit of growing in any soil. This al 0 is sown at two 
different times j first in June, second in August. The laten crop pro
duces less stalk and leafbut more seed, but then it is more precarious, as 
it depends entirely on a fall of rllin late in the season. In all these vil. 
lages a little rice is grown but it is not irrigated and but little labour or 
skill is expen~ed 011 its cultivation." 

129. To the east of the diRtrict in some poor villages bordering on 
R' the Seonee district there is Some attempt mada at 

Ice, rice cultivation by raising small dams aCross the 
fields to keep in the water; this is generally confined to small patches of • 
laud near the village site, and the quantity of grain BO gl'own is very 

, inconsiderable. 
130. tt The favorite cultiva.tion of the Gouds is that known by 

the name of Dhya; it requires neither capital nor 
Dbya cultivation of the skill neither bullock nor plouO'b . the felling axe Gouda · ' ~ , 

. and the strong arm are all that is needed. A new 
piece of ground, geuet'ally on a hill lope or edge of a. stream is aeleeted 
and cleared of all jungl~. 'I'he surface is then covered over with logs of 
wood.f varpng size and these again with smaller brualiwood. Thil 

• 

• • 
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work goo. on during the hot weather to let the new cat wood get pro
perly dry ; just before the rama the wood is set fire to a:ld thoroughly 
bomed to the ground, IUId after the first fall the aeed is scattered among 
tbe &ahes; where the ground is steep it is generally thrown in a lump 
along th~ top of the plot and is left to be washed to its place by the 
rains. Heavy crops are sometimes raised this way when the rains are 
favorable, Rice, Kootkee, Kodo and Jugnee being the crops chiefiy 
grown there; though but 11ttle skill is required, ryet a vast deal of ma
nuallabour is entailed, but from the force of ancient habit the Gonds 
much prefer this to regular cultivation. ODe rupee is the rent usual
ly paid for A. Dhya irrespective of the amount of land or nature of the 
crop ; sometimes the rent is as e sed on the axe j in the main from one 
to two acres is the exte'nt of a plot so culti~'ated by one person. Thi 
is which has proved so destructive to our Forest, plendid teak trees 
having been felled year after year for no other purpose than to enrich 
the soil with their ashes, not to mention saplings which were fened by 
thousands." 

131. ct Th nature of the cultivation and the oil accounts for the 
migratory habit of the Gonds above alluded to 

M;r.atory babita of the by me. 1)hy& cultivation CaD only be carried on 
Goa • • for ODe year in the same spot after which years of 
fallow Rro required. 'rhe light soils also cultivated iu the ordinary man
ner yield good crops for two or at most three years in succe ion: coo-
equently at the end of So few year the cultivator have ,u ed up the soil 

in the immediate neigbbourhood of the village and they then remove to 
some village that h been waste for some time pa t :md in which the 
soil i fresh, and thus in regular succession village are occupied and 
again deserted," 

132. "Having thus briefly de cribed the mode employed in cul
tivating the dry crops I proceed to explain the 
methods employed in rai ing irrigated crops." Irrigation. 

133. CI The chief crop raised by irrigation ill sugar-cane; of tb 
. plaut there are everal varietie ; t111! otahitee cane 

Supr-c&De. 80 commonly grown in the Baitoo1 district is 801-
moat unknown in Chindwara. The cultivator aver that it does not 
suit the oil, but the real reason doubtless is the force of ancient cn tom 
combined with an utter wllnt of enterprise on their part. The kind 
commonly grown are the .. Puchrung" or red color d cane aDd tha t 
termed "Surarhee" fit small thin aDe yielding but little juice: the 
only thing to commend i is that it require but little wat r llnd ) 
Preparation of the soil than the 6up&ior kinds." 

134. '\ A cultivator who r' s~r-cane g ncrally divides the 
. land devoted to thia crop into t.hree portion .• ) 

lW.uc. 01. crop • tl) rai e cane on the same ground once in thr 
JUrI oDly. or the remaining two pafts one enjoy a y ars fallow while 
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• the other is cultiva~ · with some ordinary grain crop. The land -is • 
being prepared for about six: months previoUi to 
being sown, and is repeatedly ploughed backwards 

a.nd forwards and as deeply as possible until all weeds are eradicated 
and the soil well pnlverided. 

Preparation of the loil. 

135. <l Sowing takes place from the middle of January to the end 
M!.hod f' .of February. The field is divided into a number 

• e 0 IIOwmg. of little square or rectangular beds for the con-
venience of ~atering and these are again subdivided into rows; the 
ground haring been well wa.tered pieces of cane each containing about 
three joints or eyes .are laid down at short intervals and pressed into 
the ground with the foot. Manure is afterwards scattered on the top 
and left to be'vl hed in by the water: of course the best plan is to mix 
the manure with the soil previous to sowing but the former is the more 
common practice, less manure being in that case requu,.ed: Irrigation 
then continues until the rainll, each plant being watered once in about 
four days, several weeaings have also to be given; by the setting in of 
the rains the plants have reached a certain height, irrigation is then 

. di continued, another weeding given and the earth heaped up roun~ the 
roots of the plants. After the rains irrigation to a less ~xtent is again 
resorted to until D cember when the plant should be ripe. 'fie 

Otahitee cane usually comcs to flower j the in
Varieties of cane. . digenous sorts rarely tlQ so, and when it does 

occur superstition frequently prompts the cultivator to set fire to hi<;; . 
crop to avert some unknowu calamity. Cases of this sort have come . 
under my observation. . 

136. "When the crop is ready the mill is set up in a convenient 
spot. 

It consists of two upright cylinders of some hard wood termihating 
Tb OJ at top in two endless screws fitted into each other: 

e sugar m . the one is fixed while the other. is turned by a 
bar worked by two pairs of bullocks. The canes ara passed througll 
tbe cylinders as t~ey l'evolve, the juice falling into a trough from which 
it runs into a large pan set in the ground. When full the contents of 
t he pan are put into a farge shallow iron called a "Kurhaee/, which 
is set over a fU't'[wcl! auel the juice boiled for some hours until it attain 
a certain consistency, when it is poured into a wooden trough to cool. 
'nfter which it is put into cloth bags termed " Balas" when it is ready 
fvr exportation as Goor. 

137. "No sugar is' m:lUufactured in the district. Besides lihe 
' ott 0{ • expenses of cultivation, the prepara.ti9n of the juice 

G preparatiOJl. entails a considerable outlay. When 8 cultivatbt· 
J\J6S Dot possess a mill or boiling pot he has to hire them at twelve 
• nnaa and eight aDallS pe fliem respectively. The mill is kept going 
day and night in coasequenee, and extt&. bullocks have to be hired fol' 
e~cb of which anI' seer of GoOl' per day is paid. The meo eoqtlo;yed.in 

• 
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• palsing the canes through the mill are paid as much as eight annu pel' 
day and other labourers four annas besides half a. seer of Goor per day, 
it is calculated that about one fifth of the yield thus goes in the process 
of.preparation.'J 

138. Opium 

Opium. 

grown in such small quantities that it can hardly 
be taken into account as among the staples of the 
district. 

139 • . Potatoe cultivation was long ago introduced into the district 
Pota__ ' and some of the sandy soils above the ghats suit 

. its growth remarkably well, but from the constant 
use of the seed grown evet· in the same ground or at least the same 
village the tuber has much deteriorated both in size and quality, it is 
Sown generally in October and taken up in February 01' Mlll'ch, and is 
planted out in rows for convenience of irrigatit n very much after the 
manner of sugar-oane, once sown the roWS are not any more earthed 
up as is the case in Et'lgland. 

140. The other irrigated Crops in the district consist of vegetables 

Other irrigated Crops. 
raised in a few villages only by Malees. These 
comprise ollions, garlic, tUrmeric, peppel', variC'us 

kinds of spin age, and other sundries. 
1'41. ' Irrigation is chiefly caniee ou from wells by means of a lea

ther bag termed a. " Mot" whic;1 is let down by a 
rope ovel' a wLeel. and drawn up by a pair of bullock. 

proc~eding down an incliued plane until the bag reaches the top and ita 
contents are discharged into I\. trougb leading into the water channel. 
The bullocks are theu walked backwnrds up the incline until the bag 
again teach ell the water and is filled. The same plan is als,) adopted in 

, dt'awing water out of streams dammed up for the purpose. This arrange
ment is termed Boorka. Per iall wheels are quite unknown. 

Ilethod of irrigation. 

Crops a.ieed ' th eli • t 142. I subjoin a list of the articles grown 
rIDe Itric. within the district . . See Appendix No. 

US. Besides the plant. cultivated for the sake of Oil, snch as 
0lIs. Tilee, El'undee (Castor oil) Jugnee and Koosum. 

(the latter yielding a dye from its flower and an 
oil from its Beed ) oil is extracted from the seeds of the cotton and also 

.,!rom the kemels of the Mohwl\ nut, called " Goolee katel," and vario"s 
other oils are extracted from trees aud jungle shrub'3. 

1(4,. 'I'he Melons are generally grown in the sandy beds of riven 
.. lou. during the hob months. These beds are. termed 

Dungras and are cultiva~ed by men of the Dhee
D),ur caste only. 

145. Sugar, Opium and Potatoes are grown by agriculturists of all 
OU""lIIpIorWcirrip- castes. but the other miscellaneous garden pro-

u.. ducts are &I a lule grown only by Maleea and 
It&cheel. 



• 
29 

146. Hemp is ooly grown by Gonds or ersons of low castes, • 
while AI is ' generally grown by a sub·divisjon of 
the Rajpoot caste termed Alkurees. 

Hemp, AI. 

147. With these excep~ions all the other lOpS are raised by all 
C 'sed b") •••• - the vanOUS castes of the community alike. rops rnl y N c.....".. 

148. The agricultural implements in use are, for the most p:ut, 
A . lturnl I 1 ts -very rude. The plough or hul g nerally consists 

grlCU mp emen. of two pi ces of wood, one forming the WI tho 
other the share, the latter is pointed and simply tipped with a pi ce of 
iron; then there is the bukker, a sp cies of bullock hoe, being a fiat 
pi ce of iron designed simply to scratch up the fnce of the soil and freo 
it from 'urface weeds. In some soils this is the ooly implement used 
in their preparation. 

. 149. The DOwrlID is somewhat similar to the bukker only smaller, 

The Dowrun. 
it is used for turning up and loosening the soil bc
tweon tho rows of cotton or other crops after they 

have sprung up. The Pas or spade is used to clear the hul or the buk
ker from accumulations of oil. 

150. These are tho sol implements used in preparing the land; 
Tb T {f . sowing is accomplished by what is termed the 

e ee un IOWlDg. '~Teefun" being a hollow unroboo with half a 
cocoanut shell at top for convenience of filling which is passed throu",h 
a 401e in the plough share, so as to let the seed drop as the plough ad
vances and prepares the furrow. Women are ger..erally employed to 
drop the seed while a man drives the bullocks. Occasionally Jowaree 
and other seeds are sown broad· cast but not so commonly as by tho 
T£:efun. 

n ping. 

Mode of Reaping. 

151. For reaping there i small hook or 
sickle and this work i!J chiefly done by women. 

152. Gram, Muhfloor and Teora are usually 
torn up by the roots, wheat alone being cut. 

153. Carts arc pretty generally used all over the district except 
of course by the Gonds who have but little use 

Means of tran.sport. for them. Those used below th~ ghats are the 
best, but generally speaking they ro:e all much of the. same fashi n as . 
those prevailinO' in Nagpore, poor rIckety concerns WIth small narrow 
wheels carrying but little and terribly desttuctive to the roads.' For 
travelling purposes ponies are chiefly used ; theso are very smnJ.I and no 
care whatsoever is taken in the breeding of them, but they oem to sa
tisfy the . ants of the people which happily for them are very SClall. 

154. The general breed of cattle througllout the district is small 
and poor, but in the jungles of the Khumarpanee 

Breeda of CGtile. Pergunnah, to the South-east of the district and 
lying just above the ghats, there is a very celebrated breed of ca.ttlo 

• 
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which has been kept f11,m admixture with the poorer cattle of the rest 
of the district. Th~y are mostly white and of a 'large size: they are 
kf;lpt by Gowlees and other land-holders for the sake of the yonng steers 
which they sell annually for large prices: their own jungles suffice only 

# for the grazing during the monsoon and cold weather months j during 
the hot months, they are driven off to the high lands of Mundla, the 
Raegurh Bichia tract and the Chilpee ghat, whence they only return 
when the monsoon has fairly set in. 

155. The breeds of heep and goats tbroughotlt the district are 

Sheep and Goat.. 
poor in the extreme and call for no further men
tion. 

156. Briefly tb n, in conolusion of tbi branch of the subject, it may 
be eta ted that below the ghats considerable skill 

General style of Agri- and industry is brought to bear on the land, as 
culture_ l·d bi 1 f . al h·j a so a conSI era e out ay 0 cap It , w 1 e but 
little is done in the way of irrigation except in a few exceptional cases. 

157 Above tb ghats some amount of industry is brought to bear 
on the culture of sua-ar-cane and potatoe, but not 

nlITereoce above and be- equal to that seen in tho adj· oininoo- d~strict of 
low ilia G bats. Baitool, while as regards the preparation of the 
dry land and the management of the crops it must be stated that the 
science of farming is at a very low ebb, and as a consequence a. much 
smaller return is obtained from the land than should be the case. As 
a general rule the soil above the ghat i of a richer quality than that 
in the "Zerghat," but simply owing to defective treatment it yield. 
much less and as a consequence can only ail'ord to pay much lower rentss 

158. One oause doubtless of the apathy and want of thrift evinG
cd by the cultivators is the almost universal cus

m of their depending upon the village Proprie-J\pathy of tbo cultivating 
classes. tor for advance of seed grain (Bij) and of grain 
for sub istene urillg the months immediately preceding the harve t, 
thQ latter being termed" Porga" or "Khawaee." This habit of depen
dance on tbe Malgoozars leads them to be improvident and to take but 
little heed for the future. These advance of grain have to be repaid 
at harvest time with intere t in kind at the rate of twenty five per cent. 
and this makes n. erious inroad upon the profits of husbandry. 

~ 159. Ao-ricultural statistics must always be matter of uncertainty, 
. . . and even with all the machinery. of ~ settlement to 

AgrIcultural StatIStiCS. derive information, calculations as to the profits of 
1l.00ricultuTc can hardly be expected to be more thall approximate ~t best, I 
however append a. table prepare by me of the yield of the different 
kinds of crop £ r Olle acre of land, premising that the money 
value attached tb reto hIlS been ca.lculated at the average prices pre
vailing fo r the t n years preceding ~e ttlemeDt, ~d upon these 
calculations my produce rates Vi r chIefly grounded, It must also be 

. 
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borne ill mind that the e timate of pt'oductivene is intended t.o 
embrace a serie of. years, t1l.king good, bad and indifferent season so as 
.to show an average return only. 

160. I also append a. table showing the prices of aO'ricultural 
products prevailinO' for the t n yenr pl'ecodinrr til, 
settlement with those of th pre ent year. t> 

Prices of produce. 

161. While on this subject 1 would remarl that my e timate of 
P odu Est' tes pro·duce are in exce of tho e calculated for the 

r ee lma. rich di trict of N ur ing-poor, but I believo thcm 
myself to be well below the mark, an averagu return of four-fold (th. 
seed sown would not in my opinion in tho case of wheat repay the cost 
of production. I must confe s that I am not in a position to briop' for
ward the result of actual experience. Experiment made by mysolf as 
regards produce have failed owing to imperfo t supervision j I have 
however paid very great attention to the subjeot in the course of my . 
tours through the district and never I t an opportunity of learning th 
opinion of those who are qualified to give one, and I feel confident that 
all our calcul tions are below the mark IlS regards the profits of 8 lTricul
ture. Otherwise it would be quite impossihle in my opinion to account 
for the really pro perous condition of the agricultural cia ses. 

16:.... It may not be out of place here to make omo mention of 

Agricultural wage.. 
the prevailing rates of agricultural wages. In fot'
mel' years until the recent sudden rise in price, 

wages were exceedingly low and they continued so until comparatively 
recently. But the sad effects of high prices were to a great extont neu
tralised by the cu tom of paying wages in kind, which prevails largely 
in this di trict. 

163. Below the ghats agricultural operations are chiefly carried 
out by hired servants termed" Bursalees" en gag-

System below the gbats. d f h h" h K e or the W ole,Year i t oy r celve elg t . Ooros or 
six y four seers of grain per month with an annual allowance of Rupe s 
two for clothes. Boy are u ually employed for herding th cattle and 
the e receive half the wages of adults. Occasional labourers employed 
in weeding and so forth receive two annas per diem, and women half 
that amount. At harve t time men employed as reapers receive gene
rally four seers of grain per diem, women getting about two and a half 
seerS. Cotton picker receive 2t annas per maund of cotton picked. 

ometimes thoy are paid in ].,;nd and receive t of a secI' of Kupas or 
uncleaned cotton per diem. ' 

164. Above the ghats the sy tem i different and varies more· 
over in different Pergnnnahs. Usually "Hur-

Ab<.ve tho ghats, waces" or Ploughmen receive one-fifth of the 
gross produce of the land; when they are hired as regular servant6 Or 
" Bursalees" by the year, they receive from R.upees 1~ to Rupees 25 : 
in some casel! they receive grain ana a smaller amol1nt 111 money • 

• 
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165. Cattle :terders are paid at the rate of one Khundie pel' an-

e 11 bo 
num for two pairs of bullocks: casual labourers' &Sua a urers. 
get two aonas per day. Reapers at harvest get '. 

two seers of grain a day; women less: watching fields at night is some
times part of the duty of the regulo.r farm servants. Where. special 
men are so employed they receive Rupees 2 or 3 per mensem. 

166. Almost all these persons however come in for extra perqui

Extu gains QJljoyed. sites at times of festivals or other occasions and 
are by these means enabled' to eke out their scanty 

means. In the poor jungle villages also they receive a proportion of 
the produce of the Mohwa trees. 

167. At present it can be safely stated of the population depen
dant on agriculture that they are all of them 

Condition of ~bc clllSB~ above want, while the upper classes are in a state 
d pcudnnton IIg1'lculture. f d ted ' t b' h 'II t b d' o unprece en prospen y w lC W I no e 1-

mioished by the fact of the Government demand having now been re
duced.' 

HjS. In concluding this branch of the subject I would give a few 

GeD r31 Stntistics. 
statistics which may be thought not without in
terest: of the entire Khalsa area about one-fifth 

only is under cultivation, and of the latter about one-seventh is under 
irrigation. After making a liberal allow"Rnce of waste to the Land
holders there have been demnrcated 7,89,000 acres as state property. 
The average size of a holding for the whole district is 26 aores, the :tve
rages of different Pergunnahs varying very much from 44 acres as the 
highest in the open wheat growing Pergunnah of Ohorye to 18 aCres 
llS tho lowest in the poor Pergunnah of Oomrait. 

I find also that on an average one plough gives employment to 
four persons, while the revenue DOW falls at the rate of about 2 Rupees 
per hea4 on tho purely agricultural population. 


