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CHAPTER V. 

RECORD OF RIGHT. 

169, The form landed tenures existing in this part of India are 
Former lauded tenures. somewhat involved in obscuritYJ but we at least 

know what the system was under the Mabaratta 
rulers ~t the commencement of the present century. ~f'he system then 
briefly was as follows. 

170. At the head of every village was the Patel Or headmnn who 
'l'he l '&telor bead man. hhad tn?\p· y thae thotal. Governdrment demand upon 

t e v age an w 0 lU turn ew the rents from 
and made terms with, the cultivators or tenants. 

171. Originally there can be 110 doubt that the office of Patel 
was not hereditary. He was a mere Government 
nominee holding his place at the will of the Soo

bab or Koomaisdar by whatever term the chief revenue authority of the 

His office not hereditary. 

Hi Pergnnnab might be distinguished. In theory 
status. ' the Patel receiv d a remuneration of 15 per cent 

up'0n the total collections of the village, but as he had out of this to 
defray all tbe village expen es of a miscellaneous character iucurl'ed at 
festivals and other occasion and to provide the pay of the Putwaree 
and Kotwal or village drudge, besides making good dcficiences on: the 
part of tenant and having to submit not unfrequ ntly to extra calls of 
1 venue technically termed Putees or I( Burguns" according as the 
necessities of tbe Government · required, it not seldom came to pass 
that the share of the Patel came to very little if anythi.ng at all. 'l'he 
latter however found hi account in the important soci.al di tinction 
which hL~ office couferred on him, combined as it' was with certain petty 
magi terial powers, and by his being enabled m virtue of his position 
to take the best of the land into his own hands to cultivate and he was 
~l\Vays enabled to assess it on favorable terms as oompared with the 
lands held 5y the t.enantry. 

172. We have no exact means of knowinO' how the Patel as 
described above came to merge into the Malgoo- . 

Afterwards assumed" zar, possessing a certain hereditary interest in the 
hereditary character. village, but some such change did work itself 
even nnder the Maharatta. Government. 

173. True it is that villag s were often most arbitrarily taken 
.., away from the Malgoozar and given into other 

r~::.d~lptive rlgbts hands or in some ca.ses the village was actually put 
" up ali it were to auction and sold to the highest 

bidder, but still in theory the right of a son to succeed his father in the 
management of the village was to a certain extent recognized and even 

• 
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acted on. That is to say he was held to have a. prior right provided ' 
he was willing to pay the utmost revenue that any outsider was willing 
to offer. 

174. There are now many vlllages in the district, especially above 
the ghats where the right of occupancy of the 

L_~-be w~~:~ oeeufpancy village and payment of the Government revenue 
..... en con .... uoua or ge- t h ' h h f h 'II nerations. oget er WIt t e management 0 t e VI age con-

cerns and the appropriatio-n of the waste lands 
and so forth, bave descanded in the same family for several generations, 
and in these cases it is clear that au indefeasible hereditary right has 
been allowed to grow up, 

175. But under the Mahratta party the claims of a son to succeed 
·to the Patelship previously enjoyed by the father 

This is & matter of suf- were Dot recognized as a matter of right,. but only 
Icranoe only. of sufferance and provided that no loss accrued to 
the State thereby. 

176. Thus then we ~ee that originally the heauman of the village 
was a mere Government, Dominee who acted as 

Former mode of Assess- the Agent of the Government for collecting the 
mellt. rents from the tenantry, himself receiving a cer
tain percpntnge on these collections for his trouble and risk. The said 
collections were fixed annually by the Pergunnah revenue officials by 
calculations, ba ed partly upon the collections of the previous yrar 
viewing the amount of new land brought under cultivation or of land 
falling out of cultivation, and par tly upon the requirements of tbe Gov
ernment as framed in the annual Ijmllllee or estimate prepared at Nag
pore, and this latter doubtl ss had as much or more to do in determin
ing the amount of the collections than the actual worth of the land or 
the abilit~ of the people to })ay. 

177. Even nfter the ar.nual settlement of the revenue. extracesses 

Extra Cosses. 
termed Puttees or Burguns as above mentioned 
were frequently impo ed on the Pa,tels nnd had to 

be made good by them out. of the unfortunate cultivators. The total 
amount of the enhancement being di tributed over them by a Mch or 
rate in proportion to the amount of their regular asseS ment. 

178. In proce 8 of tim the Pat.el's office began to assume some
thing of an hereditary character, a certain portion 

~atel'~ ofl!c become!! he- of land (au wering to the present eer or Jot Mal
reditary In time. goozar e as it is termed) came to be attached as 

an apps.nage of the office, and from its being rated with Ie 8 than its 
due share of the total village burden the place began to be more valu
able to the holder of it. 

179. And thus matters went on: frequently as might be expected 
. either from failure of heirs, from resignations con-

e... o( this chaDge. sequent on over exaction from the wish of the Per-

~nah Officer to favor his friends, or hm other such like cauIeI, villages 
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• passed into new hand, but in many cases on the death of a Patel 
hi!! son would succeed to his office and the profits would come to be di
vided among thtl other collaterals who would b entitled by the law of 
inheritance to be termed his heirs. But as proved by the histories of 
everal villages in which the Malgoozaree occupanoy has been trans

mitted for several aenerations in succe sion, such collaterals would ge
nerally be provided. for by bnd held in tenllocy only but at more favor
. ble ra.tes than those oojoyed by the other tenant. and in process of 
time land so held has come to be regarded as forming a distinot "PuteeU 

or share of the whole estate. 

180. Thus arose the Malgoozaree tenure as we found it existing 
at the annexation of the cQuntry. The general l 'be Malgoozaree tenure. 
tenure is very simple being that of pure Zemin-

daree; a. village or village beinO' held in common by or.c or mor mem
bers of a family having all thing", in ommon saving perhaps the ~eer 
land whi.ch might be held by ancient a:ld ancestral custom. 'fhns rents 
levied from the cultIvators would go to defray the Glilvernment revenue 
and the village expenses; the balance jf any would be divided among 
the various shareholders acuording to the fractional interest that each 
might possess. as divided by inheritance or otherwise. 

. 181. The law of primo~~niture, as we understand it, is not known 
p "tur to the .t1indoos but practically it is very often car-

runogem e. ried out as reO'ards the tenure of land with a view 
to avoid the too great subdivision 01 an estate, and the consequent loss 
of i.mportance of the family: hence it frequently happens that by a 
mutual understanding relatives drop in to the position of tenants on 
easy terms while the Malgoozaree funotions have been reserved to the 
immediate heads of the family. This is more especially the case in 
the Jagheer estates of which I shall make mention elsewhere. 

1 2. Suoh is the general form of tenure tbroughout the district; 
some few case~ there are of Puteedaree estates 
which have been for several generations in the 

same family and have now come to be divided into a number of sepa
rate bares Or Putees. The tenure is on this wise; the BeeI' land is held 
according to rights derived from inberitance, each succeeding generation _ 
seeing a further sub-division of each Put e. If there be any tenant land, 
tbe holders of it pay rent to the head of the Pute in wbich their hold
ing may be inelud d. The government revenue is assessed on tlie whole 
village in a lump sum and is paid by the Lumberda.r or Sudder Malgoo-

. zar a he is here termed. The apportionment of this upon the several 
sharea is as follows :-Each Putee r presents a certain fraction of the 
whole estate and has to par its q'lo,ta of the l'evenue accordingly and 
this quota. again has to be made good by the several sub-sharers in the 
Putee in accordance with the fractional interest of eacll in the lam •. 

Puteedaree tenure. 

• 
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183. In the settlement of aU these cases care has been taken to < 

leave all rights and interests in the same position 
• AncieDt rigbtl! maintain- in which they have beep transmitted by ancient 
ed. custom and no redistribution of lands, seer or other
wise, has beeR made except at the instance of the parties (loncernei. 
When the latter were at issue as regards matters of fact, a judicial deci
sion was necessarily called for, but in such cases as far as possible re
coUrse has been had to arbitration, such a soIuti6'll being the one most 
]j~ely to be acquiesced in by the parties. 

184. Proprietary Right has now been conferred (or it might be 
more correct to say recognised) ·on the terms laid 

.Award of Proprietary down in the selections forminO' the Settlement 
RIght. Oode; the object as therein expres ed beill.g to 
.« maintain fixed rights and interests in whatsoever form they may have 
grown up and to avoid all speoulative interference with the same." 
Notices were issued in every village calling upon aU claimants to com~ 
forwal'd and prefer th ir claims withiu a certain fixed period; at the 
'expiration of that, billie the actual occupant of the village was called up 
and examin d a to his length of tenure and so forth; should no adverse 
claim have been preferred hiR title to Proprietary Right wus recorded; 
due care being had to record th e rights of a II collaterals who might be 
found entitled to share in the village profits, And the ti tle to these 
rights was based not upon the Law of Inheritance only but upon actual 
po session ltS proved by evidence, the object being not to create new 
rights e1isting in th ory only but simply to confirm past possession in 
whatsoever form it might have existed. 

185. Shares were thus conferred in Proprietary Right, the whole 
estate being represented hy the rupee and the 
several shares indicated by annas and occasionally 

even by · pies or fractions of pies. Where cla ims were put forward by 
persons Dot in po session the same had to be carefully enquired into; 
the claimants wt!l'e 'J'enerally persons whq either themsel ves bad h9.d the 
management of the village in times past, or who were descendants of 
persons who bad thUb held. Frequen tly the Ie 19th of time that had 
elapsed sinc their onnection wiLh the villag-e had cea ed, rendered it a 
sitnple matter to adjudicate 00 such claims, especially where the person 
in possession had .oug occupancy in his favor and had doue his duty by 

• the estate. ' 

Sharollolders. 

186. In some cases however it was a matter of no small difficulty 
. to decide fairly between the claims of former oOOu-

Dimr~l?, in ~jndicating puncy extending perhaps to two or three genera-
011 confllctiog claims. . d t . d 'bl . t • tJon an errulnate POSSl y owmg 0 over 
e:t8ction or violent dispo es ion, and those of present occupancy lasting 
for no v ry 10nO' per'od but sufficient to give a little Which ought not 
Ii btly to be disturbed, accompanied a8 it might jlave. been by muoh 
outlay incurred and improvement effected in the estate. 
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187. In the prosecution of tbese enquiries mu~ difficulty has ,had 
• to e surmounted in arriving at a true and full 

Difficulties owing to tho view of tbe l'jO'hts of all parties owinc:- to the WOIl-
character of tho peoplo. d f I h b f h 1 hI'" er u npat y o t e peop e 1 emse vt!S as regards 
their own rights a.nd interests. Collaternls pos'iellsing rights did not 
come for\vard and their names were suppres ed olld so did not. ai'pc:l.r in 
the record, and months and in some cast!s year have elapsed before the 
persons so affected b:we come forward and ju tice has been done to 
them j in some cases a$ain sp cious promises wer made use ofto induce 
such per ons to woive theil' claims and upon non-fulfilment of the said ' 
promises the case has been brought to ,light. l'he'e are mere in taMes 
of a numerous class of cases that have arisen, and which have rendered 
it necessary to I'evise the record and amend it again and again. 

188. Thus every en e of this nature bad to be enq uired into in a 
t.horough and exhaustive manner leaving no point · 

Enquiries must be tho· untouched whIch might beal' on the rights of the 
rough. several parties at issue. ' 

189. Butwara or partit.ion of estates bas been effected in cases 

Partition. where any of the co-sharers mily bave demnpded it. 
In some of the Puteedaree villages a partition bas 

existed from ancient time and this has 110W been maintained. In Ze- . 
mindaree villages partition has been effecLed in two ways; either the 
whole of the village bnu inoluding tbe seer ba been redistributed, or 
else tbe exi ting allotment of tho seer land hns beld good while the ten
/lnt's land only has been partitioned, this arrangement howover has ef
fect only On paper, tbe vai: ious tenants' holdings allotted to one share
holder being grouped under his Dame in the settlement record; no de
marcation of the land bas been made in the field, as parts of ODO share 
may be scattered over different portions of the. village; the only object . 
to be obtained was that each individual shareholder should receive the 
share of the profits to which he was entitled nfter deducting the govern
ment demand. The revenue will continue to be defrayed as before by 
the Lumberdar hut each harer bimself will levy the rents from his own . 
peculiar tenants and he alone will have the right of making terms with 
them in future. 

190. The Lumberdar himself is remunerated by an allowance of 

Tho LumberdAr. 
five per cent. upon tbe total collections from the 
tenants, and the balance is then divided among ~ 

the shareholders as above. 

191. The appointment of Lumllerdar bas generally been made 
in accordance with ancestral custom by consent of 

:Method of his appoint. all the parties concerned, fe\v cases of dispute in 
ment. this respect have occurred. In pure Zemindaree 
ymages only one Lumberq:j.r has been recognized, but in the caaes of 
Puteedaree yillages or where a division ofthe village has been .eft'ecteli • 

• 
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two Or more Lumb~rdars have been selected. AU the PuteedDrs how-
{ ever are jointly Dnd severnJly re pousible for tlte payment of the Go- r 

veru mellt revenue. 

: 192. Upper and under Proprietary Bights have been recognized 
• U d d n' h in a few CD. /!S a follows. '1'he Ambara, 'l'alooka. 

pper an un er Ig ts. f h 1\1 b P h r I hId . • 0 t e " 0 gaon ergunna was wrmer y e III 
Jpukta in the name of the Bankubaee the widow of Raja. Rughojee II. of 
~agpore. 'rhe mukta wa aft I'wards commuted to an ordinary Mal
goozaree tenure. On the tleatb uf the Baukabaee, tWe name of tbe present 
J:mojee Baja was entered as Mulgo zar. The wbole of tbe villages are 
sublet to' 'l'heelmdars as tlley are termed "ho collect the rent. and 
generally carryon the whole of the malJagement of their villages, pay
iug a little more than the Government demand to the Malgoozar ; in 
some cases this occupancy bas descended from fDth er to son for everal 
generations, and al'ain in some cases milch capital bas been expended 
b.y the subles ee in effecting improvement. In uch cases on the 
grounds of long concomil ant, and to a certain extent independent 
tenure, tbe rights of these 'l'beekadars have been recognized , antl they 
havc been declaleu under proprietors paying' over and above the amount 
of the Government demalld, a certain Mal ikana to tbe superior pro
pri tor (the late Mulgoozar). The amount of this Maliblla bas been 
fixed partly w,itb reference to the amount so paid by the Theekadar in 
past times, and partly in view of the nature of his tenure, and the 
amount of improvement effected by him. . 

\ 

193. Elsewhere 1.11 0 in the districtJ there are villages similarly 
sublet to 'rbekadal's, but these lattel' bold mostly 

Tbookadars most)y of on short terminuble lea e, and none have been 
Mort standing. able to substantiate any title to proprietary rights 
of any sort. 

] 94. The third and lowest class of the proprietary body, are tbose 
who have been declared to be proprietors of their 

Millilm loIu1LoOzn. holuings merely, or" Malik MukboozlIoJ) as they 
are termed ill the settlem nt record. 

195. The orders under which these proceedings have been carried 
. inlo effect are embodied in letter No. 173A of 

.Their tenure. the 3rd November 1853, from the Secretary to 
the Government N. W. P. forming Selection No. II. of the Settlement 

• {lode,. and also Circular No.4, dated 27th October 1863, from the 
Settlement Commissioner, Central Provinces. 

The :peISons hereby declared to be entitled to proprietary right in 
their holdings al'e: 

1. Clllimallts to shares holding land rent-free in oommutation 
of their shares. 

2. Relations of the proprietors holding lalld at 
fix~ rates. 
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. 8. Descendnnts of former propri~tors holc¥ng land at .favour-
• a.ble and fixed rateE>. >. . 

. 4 .. Cultivators of long ~tanding who have exe~ci cd some pro-
prletary right, such as tran fe.rrlOg their boldinO's Ot· si nkino more than 
the ordinary amount of capital in the imprO"Vem~nt of the l~1d. . 

196. These instrqctions have been car~ied out, ench case has 
beeu taken up and referred to me for final orders 

Care taken in deciding ch being decided upon its own merits A' 
such cases. • 

regards the three first chl~ses, the mutter was 
simple enou("rh, but u.s regards the fourth a good deal of di~c r imination 
wa.s required to judge between the re pective r ights of p roprietor a)ld 
tenant so as not unduly to interfere with the rights of the former. 

197. Somel cases there are, wherc tll e Malgoozar }las he1d but 
for a very few year, while the tenantry hnve 

C~s where the Malgoo- cultivu.ted their holdin O's ft'om father to son for 
znr IS hut of recent st.and- . . "' . . 
iog. generatIons wi thout ever h:WlOg been mierret'ed 

wi th, and in sllch case in accordance with the 
spirit of the instructions COllyey d in para 14, of the letter above refer
red to from the Secretary to the G vernmcnt of the N. W. P., }H'oprie
tary right over their several holdings has been conferred uron the 
old tenantry; sllch cases, however, are exceptional, and bnt few in 
number . 

•. 198. In Settlement Commissioner's Circular No. 4 of 27th 

Rights bow acquired. 
October 1863 above refe rred to, it is clearly I id 
down that uo mere length of occupnDcy a a mere 

cultivator can (( per se confer a titlc to proprietary right." These in. true
ti'Ons have been carefully k ept in sight, but it is in view of the long 
il).dependant and ultioterrupted t enure of sncb persoM tog ther with 
the very weak title of the Malgoozar in posse ion that their title to 
proprietary tenure has beelt recognized, alH.l not owinO' to merc length 
of occupnnuy on their part. When claims have been put forward on 
the grounds of capitnl cxpended it is only where some very special and 
extraordinary outlay has been incurred that such claims have been 
taken into consideration. 

199. Besides tIle above all ex-maareedars whose rent free tenures 

Et-ma&feedars. 
may now have been 1'e umed have heeu declared 
proprietors of the holding previously held rent 

free. 
200. 'Mali\(s Mukbooza in addition to their quota of th Govern,. 

ment revenue have to pay the various ce ses due 
Payment by Maliks Mnk- thereon a.nd also a small M alikana to the Lum. 

booZa. . , berdar for the trouble or collection; in some casQS 
' ''1 here the proprietary hOfding ia very small no Malika.na has been 
awarded. 

• 
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·201. These plfOprietors are held not to he respon!libJe jointly 
(" Th . nLr 'b'l't with the superior propri~or for the payment of f 

elr no caponsl II y. th d th M' l ' " . e rev€:lIue, an ey pay a 11lana mlleu of'thlS 
responsibility. This is laid down ill Circular A. No. 1655 of 1St May 
IB63 from the Secretaty to Ohief Commis.ioner . . 

202. Subjoined is a table showing the numbeT of persons under 
each class who have been declared proprietors of their holdings. 

REOORDED PnOPRIETORS 011' THInR HOL'hnIOS. 

'S~ ,f.!!l 2-:; l t ll'l ~f .... -aj 
:2~ 0;: :? tj I! 0 "C....;,. e-~ ~ 110 

N AJlE8 or PUOUliliAllS. -"§J! .... - .s ... il ~~ TOTAL • 
-as" Q,) d en 'O,a,g :a 1S Z ~"'CI.!:! ., iij "()]f .o- -a o , 

~,g~ j~ 'h~ is ""il 
-8. il."~ cj~ :j 
~"~ ~:sl-a ~ .~ ~ ~ .~ !;;l ~ ~,g;! ~ 

< •• 

:Mohkhair ............... ... ... 26 7 8 39 
CJhorye ... ..................... 8 7 2 14 31 
Chindwara .. .......... ......... 4 8 2 14 
Amurwara ... ............... , .. 33 8 5 46 
Oomrait " .... " ... . " ... .... ... G 11 3 20 
.AsaaIr ...... ......... ......... 2 5 2 1 10 

---- -----------
Total ............ 79 4.6 20 I 15 160 -----

Pandoorna " ............. ...... Sot 4 68 
:Mohgaon ................ " " . 214 8 1 221 
Talooka Ambara " ....... ": 3 3 
KhUlllarpaneo ............... 1 3 4 ---------------------

Total .......... " 282 10 S I 296 
----------

Grand Total ........ .. " 361 56 23 I 16 4.56 

203. In the Mohgaon and Pandoorna Pergunnahs below the ghats 
there have been cases of t enants requiring peculiar 

O1a.illlll of certain tenants consideration inasmuch as they have been in 1 he 
below the gh~ts. h b't f 't' d h . d ' . f a I 0 mol' g"agmg un ot erWlse lspOSlDg 0 

their holdings for a consideration without reference to the Ma.lgoozar 
of the village, and these persons might on the e grounds have been held 
to be entitled to Proprietary Righ t. After enquiry however into the 
subjeot I found ha.t the e supposed rights were of very recent origin, 
being mere usurpations in point of fact by an independant tenantry 
which were supposed to be sanctioned by our rules of law. The belief 
was that our rules forbade the enhancement of rent on any tenant or 
even his dispossession however short his tenure might have been. I 
merely state this as the general impressjon that prevailed, and a tenantry 
well ott and quite independant of the Malgoozars as regards taking 
advance of food or seed grain were not slo\T to avail themselves of their 
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new ricrht they deemEld them. Add to this that below the goots 
• ,rery many of the M.algo<JZars were non-residents ane! O'iving little or no 

per onal superintendence to the village affairs, and it may readily be 
imagined how the @tate of things above referred to arose. But it was 
c1ea to my mind that the custom was not of ancif'nt date nor founded 
UpOll recognized u age Or right and so no special recognition of it bas 
been admitted into the record. 

204. The e cases were gone into at the time of attestation of rents 
and the proceedings feJrm part of the miscellaneous records. 

205. The tcnlmtry, the great body of the cultivators of the soil 

The tenautS. 
next claim our attention. It may safely be assert
cd that under the Maharatta Government tenant 

right was un known and unrecognised. 1'rue it is the Mabaratta sys tern re- . 
cognized two classes ef tenants viz. Mee-msdars who had right of occu
pancy at fixed rates a])d" Ooprees') mere tenants at will, but tho for
mer were properly mere Military retainers holding their lands on con
dition of rendering service in war, a,lld thus not tenants in the strict 
Rense of the term, so my argument will stand good. The distinction of 
hereditary tenants and tenants at will was utterly unknown. Just a. 
th government d maud was renewed year by year upon the Patel 0 the 
latter had each yem' to come to fresh terms with the cultivators and the 
latter were obliged to submit to the R:.tm"l or throw up their lands: but 
in practice, e pec;nlly in the case of the more re pectable and wealthier 
cu1t.ivators, it was the interest of the Plltel to maintain them in their 
possession as he would .be much more ccrtain of getting his rent than if 
he had to deal wit.h a Dew man destitute of reSOurces. And again in the 
cases of persons who s.unk wells and in other ways expended capital in 
improving the land) though no fixed Or indefeasible J:ights were recog
nized, yet th ey generally were allowed to remain on in possession and 
at their deaths their sons or other heirs were allowed to succeed, ; and 
thus it came to pas that land did sometimes for generations remain 
ill the occupancy of the same family, rents however were always liable 
to mmual adjustment and no title to ~old on fixed terms was suffered 
to grow tlp. 

206. This was the position of the tenantry when we assumed the 

Their statUI in 1854. 
Government on the death of tho late Raja. The 
only enactment giving any status to the tenant 

c1a s i Act X of 1859 in which an occupancy of twelve years is de 
clared to constitute a title to hereditary occupancy subject only to the 
payment of fair rent. 

207. But in view to the possible chango in the law at llO verl 
dista.nt period. Circulars Nos. 1832 of 20th AprIl 

DIfferent CIMSes of tenants. '"'""i'22' 
1865 and 3423 d~ted 1st September 1865, from the Secl'etary to 

'3Of Chief CoJllIllissioner, Centl'al Provinces, were issued, 

• 

• 
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wl:rereby cultivatort rights were to be recorded in three classes 1, Ab
solutely hereditary, 2, Conditionally hereditary<and 3, Tenants at will. 0 

Their elaGsification. 
208. The first class was to include the fo1-

lowing:-
I. Ryots whose possession has carried with it something of an 

hereditary character. 

II. Ryots who have expended such capital on their field.;: as 
give them some special title to occnpancy right. ~ 

III. Ryots who are relations of pre ent or former proprietors, 
and whose occupancy right may be considpr d to some extent a a sub
stitute for a hare iu the. proprietary right. 

IY. Ryots of new villages who have held their fields since tbe 
village was founded or since those fields were reclaimed from the jungle. 

V. Ryots who have beld their fields from a date antecedent to 
the proprietor's connection with the villa'" as its landlord. 

VI. Ryots culLivating buds which have descended to them by 
inheritance, provided that the po es ion ither by them elves, or by 
them elves and some other persons from whom they have inherited shall 
have lasted oontinuously fOT not 10 s than twent.y years. 

209. In the first five classes also pos e ion for twelve or nearly 
Tel' tw lve years was requisite to admit them to . b 

w v years posSCiSlon. recorded as hereditary. 

210. The next cIa s of culti vators wa.s those wl10 had held for 
twelve years or upwards but who e occupation did 

Conditional hereditAry not fulfil any of the conditions expressed in th 
tenants. d I b above category, au t lese per ons were to 0 rr-
corded as hereditary, but conditionally only and subject to any futur 
alt~ration of the lo.w. These orders were i uea after a large part ot the 
record of right in thi Di trict had been completed, and thus the work 
had aU to be gone over again, but the re ult has been increased accuracy 
in the record.. The bulk of the cultivators are so ignorant and apathetic 
that they can in many cases givo no cer tain account of'the nature and 
duratiou of their own occupancy; and in some cases even from suspicion 
of the object of the attesting officer they were led purposely to mi load 
and keep back what they knew. The result of goiog ovor the ground agail 
has been to brio .... to light many inaccuracies (not neces arily due to any 
faults of the attesting offic r), and rights which had been overlooked 
ha.ve been enquired into and recorded. 

211. The last cIa s of cultivators embraces all those whose occu

Tenants at will. 
pancy bas lasted for less than twelve years. The e 
are mere tenants at will and may be ejected by the 

proprietors on due notice being previou ly served in accordance with the 
law. 
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212. Every care bas been taken to make thPa enquiry exhaustive 

C 
,_1.. . th . ana tbe record a faithful on .~n all cn es of issue 

are _en III e enqtu.ry. t 1 th f I 1'£' . • . as 0 ng 0 tenure or ot Jer qua 1 ymg circum-
stances ~vldence bas been recorded by the atte ting officel' and a decisiou 
passed, tbe whole forming a misl to Le filed with the other rnisceUaneou 
records of the village. In orne' cases resort has been had to arbitration and 
some co. es have been settled hy compl'omi e between tbe parties at issue. 
Su~h. decisi.:>n~ have been appealable to the Settl ment Officer, and his 
deCldlOns agam have b en appealable to th Settlement Commissioner, 
every case, therefore, :bas had the benefit of the fuUest possible enquiry, 
ana. nothing ha been left undone to renderihe record true anucompl teo 

213. Rights in wells and trees and other mi celiaueous righL ' have 

R
· hts . lJs d t also had to be recorded i in thi di trict, the cus', 

• Ig III we all roes. h b d . tom as een that wells an fnut trees belong to 
the persons by whom or by whose ancestor they have been dug or 
planted; the general cu oms in the e respects form a portion of the 
administration paper, and will be noticed in the section of this report 
devoted to the mi 1, and the mode 01 its preparation. 

214. In all Mukta. or Oobaree and Moka a or rent-free villagos, 
the record of right has been compiled just as in 

Record in rent-free vil- the case of Kh~\lsa villages. 
lagos. 

215. The distinctions of Khoodkast and Pyekasht cultivators arc 
not known in thi district. The former term 

Pycknsbt CultivatorB. . is unknown, the latter is npplieu to cultivators 
holding land in a village other than that in which they roside, but a 
regards the t ermll of their t enure and the rents paid by them they 
in no wise differ from ordinary r llsideni cultivators, and. they have 
been declared hereditary tenants or otherwise just a the circumstances 
of each case r equired. 

216, uch then briefly are the landed t enures as existing in the 
Cbindwara District, they are for the most part 

Remarks OD the landed fi b 
tenures. simple and easy of de nition, ut the compilation 

of the r ecord has not been without its difficulties 
for many reasOns. Th e village records of past years are defective and 
do not extend fur back in to the past, bence in enquiring into cbims pui 
forward on the strength of' rights enjoyed in the past the absence of 
all documentary evidence has been much fel , necessitating as it has the 
examination of numeroUS witnesses and counter witnesses, the real 
facts often remaining in great ob cunty. • 

217. Reference also has bee ma.de to the character of the 
people themselves as having greatly impeded the 

Character of tbe people d . t' f th . Th" rtl as affecting the enquiry. ue piOSeeu lOn 0 e ~nquuy. is IS pa y 
owing to the apathy and Ignoranc0 of the people 

and partly may be attributed to t~e fact of tbis being t~e fi.r~t intro
duction of a regular Settlement WIth whose. scope and mtentlOn they 
might not be fully acquainted and from whlch they would hold aloof 
from a feeling of distrust, 

• 
-.----~- . 
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• 218. Below t~~ Ghats there is much less of this apat~y and ig
Difference of character norance, but on the other nand there IS a much 

below the ghats. .greater amount of iudepcndance a.nd self as ertion ' 

Amount of litigation. 
whioh has led to all sorts of claims being put (01'
ward in the boldest manner without anything to 

support the same, beyond stroo/)" assertions, and it is to be feared 
much perjury. In some caseS the question of occupancy right in a 
single small field has resulted in the formation of quite a laJ'go misl 
of itself, and in som& villages such cases have occurred by the dozen, 
So it will be seen that the work has b eo h~avy but every effort 
has been made to prevent its Leing hurried over in a superficial 
manoer. The having to go over the ground again as noted above in 
consequence of the subsequent orders issuerl r garding the record of 
tenant right has been of utle, not only in the correction of the record pre
viously prepared but it has been further of use where the record bad to 
be formed for the first time, the eAperience gained having been very 
valuable as regards points of errOr likely to arise and requiring spe
cial fore ight in a district like this where the people seem to have no 
idea of their own h1lt require, so to speak, to bc drawn out of their &hells 
befor their real po iiion can be asoertaincll. 

219. 'rhe only village servantsregtuding whom any provision is 
made are the Put\varee and Kotwar, and mention of their status bM 
been made elsewhere. 

220. And care 11.1 0 has bad to be taken to protect the weRk and 
ignorant from the design of the unscrupulous 

Care neeesse.ry to protect Propri tor whose interest it would be to see a.1I 
UDllJlt right~. ancient rights in the tenantry ignored and himself 
alone at full liberty to deal with all us he plea ed. uch cases bave 
heen by no mans ncommoll owing to the prevailing ignor ncc of the 
tenantry. 

221. The immediate work of the record has be n carried out 
with tact and patience by the Deputy Colltlctor 

Offic rs oouducting &ttes. and a Sudur Moonserim working independAolltly 
tatiOD work. f b h . d'ir I b t 11 t' o eac . ot er In luerent pace, u a qne ' 100S 

of difficulty have been l'efened for my orders and all decisions have brcn 
dirctly appealable to me. and the result of these has been to show that 
the quality of the original work was o-ood in the main, but it bas fre
quently happened that on appeal facts have been adduced pther than 
those relied upon at the original enquiry and thus many cases have had 

"·to be takeu up again de flOVO. 

222. The chief difficulty experienced was in the adjudication of 
claims to proprietary rights in holdings, and all 
these ca es were finally disposed of by myself. CMes of Mn\iks Muk· 

boou. disJlosed of \)y Settle· 
ment 0lIfcer. 

223. A. few words are called for as regards other miscellaneous 
. . ri".hts exercised or cla.imed by various members 

lWce1lao.CO\18 rights. of the community. 
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2240. Irrigation as . elsewhere observed is al~ost cntirely car~ied 
Rights in Wells. on from wells, the rights in which rest in the per- • 

sons by whom or by whose allcestors they may 
have been sunk. Occasionally these ri/J'hts have been made the sub
ject of transfer by sale or otherwise. These pai·ticulars are recorded 
in the Khuteonee in the column of remarks opposite the ficld in which 
the said well may be situate, and also details of occupancy; a.re recorded 
in the uNuksha Chahat" which forms part of the misl. 

225. Under the·old Maharatta Government a great variety of dues 
"'_ Be't were exacted from the people under the general 
.,.yer or waee I ems. d .. f S S h Gh: enomlDauon 0 ayer or ewaee, sue s" ur 

Khadee," a ta.x on houses," Pat dam" a tax on remarriage. "Bazar 
o aee" s levied on all artic ex os d for sa.le in market, airlr"""iin 

immense variety 0 vexa ous lDlpostS. These were some lmes levied 
direct, sometimes they were fsrmed out to Contractol's, but in the smaller 
villages , the levying of them lay with the Patels. 'l.'hese have all been 
abo!" and the Ie' em..by, any ersons dec are e~ . 

. 226. The Pandree or house tax on persons other' than Agricultu

Pandree. 
rists has been maintained, but thi is levied by. a 
special machinery quite apart from the Settlement 

of the land revenue. 
227. The items known as Sayer or Sewaee comprise the income . 

Other 4aes. derived from spontaneous for at products, such as 
. the flowers of the Mohwa tree, the fruit of Man-

goe, Tamarind and Char or Chironjee trees and such like, rent paid for 
grazing and termed Ranwa, and generally all profits derived from sale 
of similar spontaneo.uB products of nature. 

228. These items are recorded in a paper termed the (( Furd Ru
. tb miaI koomat Scwaee" filed along with the settlement 

How recorded m e misl. The right over these mi cellaneous products 
vests in the Proprietors alone who make their own terms with the te
Dants for the realiza.tion or usufruct of them in: accordance with cus
tom. 

229. The rights of all tenants to grazing ground as also to grass; 
firewood and timber required for BO'ricultura.1 pur

R.ights. of gTUiDg and poses free of a.ny extra charge is duly set forth in 
eut1.ing Firewood. the village administration paper. 

230. It is hardly necessary to add tha.t in the case of valuable. 
. fruit trees tha have been planted, the property in 

Fruit trees. the same vests in the person by whom they have 
been planted, and after him in his descendants. 

231. These rights exist q.uite independantly of tlae occupancy of 
the land m which the trees may be situate, and in 

Righ" iadepeDdan\ of cases of dispute have been made the subject of a. 
oGeCYJlUCY oi ale lanel. regular enqlliry. 

• 
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C' CHAPTER VI. ~ 

ASSESSMENT. 

232'. I now COlll4\ to the revisioll Qf the kmd' revenue, and' as'thO' 
first a es monts. ware brought out abo .. e the ghats; 
I shall begill with that pouciJ>n of the district, 

233.. Owin .... to the want of auy regular records it is not easy to. 
give any details of the past hi 001'y or revenue

Former reVCDUO manage· manacrement of the district. The senel'ai facts. 
lIUIut.. howe;'er are as. fGUOWS :_ 

land'l'cvcnn • 

After the peace· of Deogaon in, 1802, the dDmihieDs of the Nagpor& 
8ta~e, though greatly diminished in extent., were yet mada to nroducQ 
the same revenue as before the dismemberment. A regJllar system · of 
ex.tortion and rack-renting \Va put in force aod continued. until the
war with Appa ahib, wh.en the country eame uuder British manage
JJ}6nt during the minority of the late Rajah, At that time grea.t parll. 
of the Chindwara district wa utterly wa 1Ie, what villages there were, 
bad bepn r du ad to utter poverty by year of extortion and misrullh 
The good effects of our rule were soon apparent. Remissions of old. 
'balanoes and revenue were made to a large extent and every encourage
lUent v as given to settlers to take up land. During the following years. 
population and rev nue increased hand in hand and the imiJl'ovemcJl t. 
bas lasted more Ot' tess to the present day. The as essment howevcl~ 
was always extremely high leaving little or no profit to the Malgoozar~ 
'Fhe latter derived his chief profit fvom the cultivation o£ tho cheer· 
land. Undel1 theso circumsta.nces it is not 110 be wondered that villages 
were perpetually ehlllloing ha.nds. Much, also d pended' on the will or 
eapric& of the Soobah; he had friends to serve Or enemies to spite and. 
a. MalgoozaD m~ht at any moment be temov.ed. to make wa) for ano
ther. Aga.in during unfavorable seasons the tenants would fail to pay 
their rents and little or no allowance would. be made for this in collect
ing the rev nue. The defanlting Malgoozar would be sold up and the 
~illage mad over to the first speculatox: who might QDme forward a.nd 
be in a position to produce the necessary security, 

... 234. I have said that the prvfit allowed to, the Malgoozar· was: 
Pr II f th Mal very small, generally speaking, it came to Hi per 

o ts Q 0 goozar. cent on the rental including the eel' land. Out 
of this, beside the pay of the Kptwar a.nd Putwa.ree the amount of which 
WII.8 left to b\s di cretioDI. he had to pa.y a. small sum towards the main. 
tenan.ce of the diQtrict revenue esta.blishment, also towards certain cha
J;itable payment and allowances, and he was also liable a.t any time to 
be called' upon to pay an extra Ces or Burgun as it was called, oveI:' 
a.nd above the regular juma.. These causes, combined with the very 
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low pr:ices of qr. in pl'ovmling, bad brought the M, "'oozar to:t very 
• low state at the time wh~n the country finalJy wa annexed to the 13ri- • 

ti h dominion in 1854. At the first ettlemeot made undel' our l'egooct 
a large remi sion was given, extra ces es. \ 'll' :) unli bed n d 11 general 
feeling of security was imparted to the luudhold(!J'S. A Sen ibla im
provement bas ince then taken place, and th9 r ople "'cn l'aJJy may b& 
said to be now better off than they ever were befOl'e. tJ 

23&. The syate hitherto prevailing' was tbe one €arried out und r 
t e formEr abnmt Government viz., triennial 

Former MahnrattaScttle- settlements; orirrinally se tlement w~re made an
menta, Dually hnt Mr, J llkios wJlen n sid nt nt Nngpore 
during the minority ofthe late Unjo.h, as 3In xpcl'imonL, rnll'odllCed tbe 
system of bienuialllnd ai'terwal'cu of trienn ial RoUlem:ents' and these 
being {ound in practice to work well were mru'llta.incd : 

These s ttlements were based upon the' vill n.rte I, Lngwans" , or roll 
annually prepared by the Putwarees and submitted by the Malgoozlll'S ; 
these were supposed to snow actual rents and mutations of holdings 
and there CM be no doubt that they wer in almost all instanc s true 
returns except in so far as the value ot the seer land might be underes
timated ; a l'egards the payments received from the tenauts they were 
substantially correct. 

• 23G.. The Settl.omenll being- O'Vor Ii 0.1:'1 0 t o' revision nnd nt such 
times every e1fort oeiog made by tile ill trict. 

VilllIllC pllpcrs true!'C- officers to get Lbe most possible out of th land: 
eor~. it wvuld bn'lu been ll.Opeloos On tho part 01 the PateL 
to attemp~ My c.onccaloaent. 

237. In former' time. tha Governm.ent Revenue wag. made t()J 
h amount to very nearly tl1e 'utire r ent-l'oll and in 

For!Iler~ents 0(;"'1· .ome cw'os it even axe erleel it. '1'lI e ('ntiI'c control 
over the a cssmont (1.8 over aU othel' matt I'S t Y in tho hands of the 
Soobah, h se interest it. was to. rack-reut tho p oplC) Q.9. f itl' a pos ible 
durin '" his. teoure of o.tli.co, so :lS t o mako as good n roturn of reT nue 
:JoS possible; 0.:.1 the llInnc::mti<>n. of the country after th late R::t:iah's, 
death it was found impero.tivo to grant l'edllction in. the ass s:ment, 
(a.mounting: to about Rupee's ,025. in all) in. order t o allo.wa sufiicicnt 
profit to the Malgoozars, and the 11 t summorJ settlement was marle at. . 
about 80 per cent. on the gross a , ets, stnd ill some cases even at n. higher 
ra.te when tllara was any nimount of good cnltul'abl waf' C' }ud.. ~Aking 
the district ~(' mil , thet'C) Was n gt'ent extent OJ bnd 0 lymg wast~ 
'l capt in the POOl'N' hill villag?", :md after ~a.king all allo",,:ance . for 
the late ri c in pric :m 1 the lmpl'OVemeuts 111 tlw Jaud wInch ~ght 
be 1001-ed for uodr u c tl mont fixed for a long- term of yearR, lt was. 
silll evid nt that a. s('Ulern ut at L. 1 a:;sets must lead to a rcu.u.c.tion. o£: 
the revenue. 

• 
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< 238. Thus th n at starting it was my task to see that the land· 
1 cd BIB to b 1 holders should receive their due share of the pro- , 

lO'W~r:h! Mf~zars, e &. fits in accordance with the liberal terms of the 
, settlement DOW being introduced, while at tbe samp. 

time it was necessary to protect Government by seeing that the land 
was rated at its proper value. 

239, It is a fact that for the past years of British rule rents have 
,,_ Is . tati [!at been for the most part tationary owing to an im-
~""D • ooary 0 & 'h' h h n 'I d h YCArs, preSSlon w 1C seems to ave preval e among t e 

Malgoozars that the rules of our Government for
bade the enballCemeJ:.t 01 rent upon a cultivator in pos 'ession, hence 
it was naturally to be inren-ed that at the new settlement an increase 
in the total rental of the district migllt be looked for and consequently 
the less necessity for any great reduction in the Government demand. 

240. The next question was what rates to assume in order to form 
It tot an estimate of the proper value of tbe land, there 

& , was nothing to guide me in the past fiscal 
histol'Y of the district as all previous settlements had heen made sum
marily upon the recorded aSsets, 

241. I consequentlly a sumed tbe same rates as had been aPl?lied 

It t d ' d r b to the ad10ining district of Baitool which was so 
a 81 orin rom t 080 , ;JJ d 'I I' d f ' 

or the Baitoo\ district, very SImI ar as regar s SOl C lmate mo e 0 agn-
culture and so forth. After testing the operation 

of these rates over 11 certain number of villages I found the result to 
be a certain increase in the rental, (such a I have above remarked was 
to be looked for) and that a settlement made at half asiets would give 
a reduction of about ten per cent on the present Government demand, 
giving a total Government demand of a.bout 70 per cent upon the 
assets as recorded previous to settlement and the adjustment of rents. 

242. Looking to the recent increase of prices which I tllink are 
not likely DOW ever to revert to their former low 

lb Roeao: Cor U8Qming level, and the consequently enhanced value of the 
- ra , ' land, and to the gt'eat room exi~tin'" for improv~-

ment by means of extended irriga.tion lUld better clli irati on of the Roil 
(which should be looked for under a settlement fixed for a term of years) 
I came to the conclusion that the above rates would be a sound basis 

~£or me to ground my new proposals upon. 

2413. As regard the way in which I deduced my rates for the 
Method f dodo ' te Baitool di trict I have enlarged upon the point in 

o CIOgr s. my report on that settlement, I would now only 
briefly remark that they were founded partly on rates used in previous 
auessments On experience derived from local enqui9' and reference to 
Buits for rent of land, the rates said to pr vail in othel: districts and also 
on aotual rents as recorded in the village Lagwana on jumabundies. 
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2'40. I append a table of the rates 88 applie" i> the clliFerent qua-
Bates pli d lit~ of soil ; the plough rates are deduced Oil an • 

as ap e. average of the soil rates OD the assumption that 
ODe plough ought to till 20 acres of land, but 88 in reality a large Dum
ber of cultivators have holdings of much smaller utent for which. 

, plough is equally needed, the calculati9D is not of much value except 
as a comparative tcst. · I 

. 
I II III 

Description d£ Soil. , 

Chuk. Chuk. 
,. 

Chuk. 
,\ " 

j . , 
Rs. A. P. Rs. A. P. ~ A. P. 

Irrigated land ... ... 3 0 0 3 0 0 No rate ap-

Kalee 1st or Dol .,. ... I 8 0 1 4 0 plied to the 

Kalee 2nd class ... . .. 1 6 0 1 2 0 3rd class vii. 

Moorund . . .. . . 1 2 0 0 14 0 lages. 

Khurdee ... ... . .. 0 12 0 0 8 0 , 

Rewee ... .. , ... 0 6 0 0 4 0 

13u~dee ... ... ... ...... . ..... • 

245. The produce rates were framed by me after considerable 
enqulry and calculation as to the average lield of 

Produce ratea. each particular product in one acre, an taking 
value at the average of prices prevailing for the ten years preceding. 
-l'he rates have been calculated at o!le sixth of the gross produce;. in 
these calcu1ations I Was guided partly by my own past experienoe and 
partly by collating t~e opinions and estimate/! of various ,members of ~he 
agricultural commUDlty. 

Plough jQJ11611. 

Chu1c 
Chuk 

OJluk 

• 
246. TIle rent plough jumas have been cal. 

culated as follows :-

l iper Plough .............. Ra. 15. 
IT ~o. • •...•• ...•••••• " 12. 

m do. . .•.•••••••••••.•. II ~. 

• 
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r Ta"~e of Estz'm["ted produce rate, of one IJcr, a1Jof)t - t~e Gkat,. 
I , , 

i 
Value . Rate. . 

- Crop. Produce per a.cre-. I 

Rs. As. P . Rs. As. P . 
'" ,- :.r <,' , , -- - 1- - - -

Wheat .. . [n Kalee, It khundie o 0 5 0 0 0 13 4 . 
Do. ... [n Moorund, 15 kooros o· 3 0 0 0 8 0 . , 

Gram .. . In Kalee, 1 t khundie o • 6 0 0 0 13 4 

Do. ... [n Moorund, 15 kooros . . 3 0 0 0 8 0 

Alstlo ... In ale, 10 kooros o . 2 0 0 0 6 4 

1r,lahsoor •.. In Kalee, Ii khundie o • 3 12 6 0 10 5 

Do. .. . In Mooruud, 1 do. o • 3 4 0 0 8 0 

Teora. .. . In Kalee, 1 t kbundie 0 0 3 12 0 0 10 ' 0 

Do. ... In Moorund, 1 do. o 0 3 0 0 0 8 0 

Rice ... In Do. 2t do. o • 7 8 0 1 4 0 

Jowaree ... In Do. 15 kooros o. 1 5 :} 0 7 6 
Moong ... In Do. 8 kooros 00 1 8 

Oorud ... [n Kalec:. 1 khundie o. :l S 0 0 9 4 

Kodo ... In Burdee, 21 kbundies 0 .. 3 4 9 0 9 6 
I 

Kootkee ... In Do. 2i do. ... 3 13 9 0 10 3 
~ 

Jugn~e ... In Moorund, 10 kooros . . 1 10 0 0 4 4: 

Do. ... In Bunlee, 5 do. o • 0 13 0 0 2 2 
, 

Til .. .,. In K urdee. 10 do. .0 2 8 () 0 6 8 
, 

.~~,.;: 
I' .f.': i' l ; 

1'7 I 
" , (\ I, ..::. " 

, t 
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247. I may add tiat these Same rates hav~ been applied tc: all 
• ,the Pergunn:lh situate above the ghats saving • 
Pe~!..~:::~~':~~!~ only the re, urn <l J.!lgbt' r of Harr~kot which lies 

on the borders of the Nerbudda valley. 

248, Having thus stated the data by which my nSst'sl'ments were 

D I 'Is f t regulated, I will proceed to notice the operation 
c 61 0 l\SScssmco , f b ' d '1 f 

o t e same III eta!; or purpose of convenience 
my llew ~s ments 'liTe re brought ont PerCl'llllnnhwar, each PertTunnah 
forming a district cbuk or circle, and being reported on separately. 

249. The general incidellce of tbe ]'nte and other tatistics will 
be best seen by reference to 1 he totals of the 

StAtistics to be found n5se smeot statements compiled IJukwar . to be 
among the appendices. I d hAd' 

lOW! in t e ppen IX to this report. 

CHUK MOHKHAIR. 

250. This Pergunnah comprises 201 villages, of these seven are 
held in Mokasa and 9 on M 11 ta teu~l'es, eight 
others have been excluded from settlement las 

being virtually waste, thns leaving a total of 177 villages now assessed. 

Nwnber of vmag . 

25l. This portion of the t1iKtl'ict lies above the ghats, whicll form 
its sout.hern boundary, some few of the villages 
are situate on tbe slopes lending down to the 

lower country . . On the three other sides, th re are no naturally clclll ed 
bounclary mal'ks. The gencl'al nature of the tract, however, may ue 
describ d as follows: through its centre running nearly due enst flows, 
the K olbira river, having a Villi y of fertile oi l xtending on an average 
for about two miles on either side; to tIl e out/) lie stony bills, and 
broken ~round abuttinCT on the ghats, to the north Sllso lie n tJ'act of 
stonl hill spal'sely cultivated and producing little. '1'he country thus 
naturally divides itself into three different clll ses of villages which I 
have formed into separate chuks for purposes of 115ses 'ment. 

SitUlltion, 

252. The first compri es' the villagee lying in the open bll.8in 
ahove described. '1'hey have, generally spenking, 

Chuks for assessment, a fine blae\; soil, little , OJ' no wa~te land, facilities 
for irritTation, and produce ,the mort) valuable killds of crops. Another 
group I~nt'urnlly forms itself out of th~ poor. vi lJagcs, 'itua~ on the 
slopes of the ghats, and on the rocky hills whICh I bav,~ me~tlo~ed 
bonndin"'. the Perrrullnnh on the north and south. :.rill: !:loll 01 these 
villages "'is stony and poo'r,. water is sfarce and in pl:1ces very' diffic,ult 
to obtain, 0/11y inferior ,kInds of gl';ll~l are gJ'own except- 10 a !ew 
instll-nces, 'l'be inhabitants are chiefly Gon ds, a poor cla$S of cnlhva
tors, no from their O1igratory disposition ever rea.dy to throw up 
thair land durin"" l.\n(avourable seasolls. 1'be5e villages form my thil'd 
a sessment cbuk~ The second cbuk holds nn .intermedia.te place be
tween the two othera anti putakes in- a degree of their several cllarac-

• 
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teristics: These villages eajoy a portion of the fertile valley, and its 
accompanying facilities, but the loil is shallower., water, as a rule, less , 
easy to obtain, and there is a large proportion of poor land'. This is 
the general principle I have followed in framing chuke, but in point 
of fact, I have been unable to draw tIle line between the three different 
classes with any precision; in other words my chukbundee has not 
been entirely topographical. In a hilly district like this, where there 
is no where any great extent of open level country, neighbouring vil
lages often vary considerably in their facilities for cultivation. Thus 
some of the richest villages may happen to lie in juxta position with 

-some of the poorest, nnd in such cases, I have had to use my own 
judgement looking to the character and caste of the population, and 
peculiar features of each village, as also to the average run of _rents in 
80 far as I have been able to ascertain them. In short my classi6ca
tion may be said to be in the main topograpHical, but modified accord
ing as local pecularities have rendered it desirable to do so. 

253. The Pergunnah nnder repc,rt contains no large towns or seats 

T d P 
'-t- uf trade. The mass of the population depend on 

OWDII an opu", 1011. - ult lIb r h . t agnc ure or manua a our lor su 81S ence. 
Every facility exists for the disposal of agricultural produce. The hig~
way from Nagpore to Chindwara pas es through the tract and there are 
also tracts suitable for laden bullocks which lead down to the country 
below the ghats, where there is a rendy sale for all species of grain owing 
to the large exteut of land devoted to cottou a.nd other crops other than 
cer also As regards natural facilities for irrigation many of the villages, 
especially those in the 1st class chuk, are very well off. Water in places 
is found near the surface, -and numerous streams exist, the water of which 
is turned to some account, although with a little energy and expendi
ture of capital great improvement might be effected in this respect. The 
Tillages in the second group are not 0 favored, as the rock comes near the 
surface but occasional .Theels or valleys occur where water can be ob
taincd to allY extent. In the third class village there is but little irri. 
gation, partly owing to th nature of the soil and partly to the inferior 
knowledge of agriculture possessed by the inhauitants. In the 6rst and 
second O'I-OUP the bulk of the soil is d vot d to sowing the rubee or cold 
season crop for which it i best adapted, wheat is the chief crop raised, 
being the main article of food of the people. Gram is grown in limited 
quautitie!l only, and a certain amount of Mubsoor, Teora and other 

( pulses which erve equally as food for men or cattle. A little lil)seed is 
raised but only for local con umptiou. . 

264. Duriog the monsoon months Jowaree is sown mixed with 
Tool' or other vetches, but a very small portion of 
the soil i devoted to thi crop. and it is chiefly 

grown for tho sake of the stalks which serve as forage ior the ea.ttle dur
ing the dry month, when grass is not obtainable. In the thira group 
of villages it is chiefly the khureef or monsoon crop that is raiAed. Th6J'8 
is hilt little of the black soil which wheat and other rnbee crops require 

CI'O)l$ rAised. 
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• a.nd the population prefer the poorer grams, such as rice; kodo, koot
kee, rala &c., a8 articles ot diet. 

256. In the.fir t and second groups the whole area to all intents 
Ar d u1tival' and purposes may be said to be under cultivatiOft. 

ea un er e lOll. What waste there is is stony and poor, barely fit for 
cultivation. Occasionally a field or two may be fallow but this is gene
rally reserved for gra7Jng ground a.nd pays rent along with the rest of 
the holding. In the third cIa s villages, there lS, no doubt, some cultuta
ble waste but 't is poor in quality and the nature of the cultivation re
quires a considerable breadth of land to be always fallow. In some of 
the villages situate on the edge of the ghats there are tracts of excessive 
waste which have to be dealt with under the rules on the subject, but 
these a.re limited in extent an almost valuele except as grazing 
g~ound or for the growth of firewood. In very few places is there auy 
valuable timber to be found. 

266. As regards the question of rent and reve,nue rates. Ill' all' 
Rates countries the value of land differs exceedingly, 

. and especially in a hilly country where great va-
rieties of soil and situation are found within a very narrow compass. 
Again in one village water may be pI ntiful and near the surface while 
in the very adjoining one owing to SOme local peculiarity well water is 
utterly unattainabl. 'l'l':ese and other causes render the general run 
of tents very variable. Again the people appear to po ess nO idea 
whatever of area or superficial extent; the size of a holdin~ is simply 
estimated by tbe amount of. seed required to sow it, and it IS needless 
to say that all such estimates can only be approximately true. On the 
average a Khundie of wheat will sow between four and five acres, and 
the rent of a. Khundie of land in the better villages varies from Rupees 
4 to Rupees 7. Of cour e t.here ::Ire pieces of land paying much higher 
rents, uch for Instance as spots round villages manured by the natural 
drainage, and again SOme lands pay much Ie , but the above may be 
taken as the generalrUD of rent for land capable of producing wheat 
and othcr valuable grains. A n examination of the Khusra gives a si
milar r esult. Land ail above de cribed pays on the whole from 1 Rupee 
to 1-8 per acre. In all villages however there is a considerable 
extent o~ what i~ teTmed " Burdee," a poor stony soil incapabJe of con
tinual cropping. Thi generally pays no separate rent but is included • 
in a holding of superior soil and is used for grazing and occasional cul
tivation. 

257. For the reasonS above stated it has been impossible to de-
,. ra duce any definite value for a definite extent of 

ti~ t .. Tery .... - any particuiar soil, but taking .the average rents, 
as shown aboy'e, I have d duced a scale of rates as 

shown in the t&ble. No seplrate scale ofrent seems to exist for imgatecl 
'laud, but I ha~ .... umed Its value at double that of the high'e8t dry 
laikd i'eil t. 

• 

• 

____________ a ____ __ 
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268. On the ,~bole I have proposed a con'i;idera.hl\lr~·. ltll :tion ,upol1 , 
".~ ... : '.L. the present demand which I have f(l1 nd it neces-
-..U .. wOllID ...., revenue. d . 

. sary to 0 for the foliowlDg reasons. The country 
I have above obaet'ved was nearly depopulatIJd b.v over as essment at 
the time of the fall of Appa Sahib; sub 'equent good management during
our temporary hold of the country restored it to a state of comparative ' 
prosperity, but the revenue demand still continued as high as it could 
well be £xed. Settlements w re made every thl'ft.e years, aod per ons 
were frequently encourag:ed to bid against each other to enhance the 
revenue. In theory the ettlement was at 85 or 90 per ceut. of the 
assets, but the demand not unfrequently equalled, or ven exceeded the 
then rental. 

259. 1'0 meet the demand it was necessary for the Malgoozar in 
turn to put the pressure on the tenant. . 'l'enant 

Pretsore exercised ill p3S~ ril>'hts of any sort were utterly unknown ilnd 
~u ~ , 

. these persons were entirely at the mercy of the 
Malgoozar. Of conrse it would be his intere t not to carry measures 
to extremes; still to enable him to meet the regnlar Government dema.nd, 
Dot tv speak or the occasional extra ce es w hicb were imposed from time 
to time t.o meet the various reqnirement of the I ngpore state, he was 
compelled to drive hard bargains with the A amecs. This state of thing 

ontinued until the anoex.atioo, when a consider
Calculations II.!! reg&rds able r duction was made in the demand and all 

the present ttJement , • 1 b I' 1 d . th t ' lrregu ar ces, es were a 0 IS 1e. mce en 00, 

generally speakinl>', rents have not b n much rai ed, the idea having 
some how or otbAl' prevailed that our rules ' of law furbade the doing so. 
Tbe consequence has been an extension of' cultivation and a great. im
provement in the statu of all classes of the agricultural population, 
viewing tlli and the I>'r atly enhanced prices of all articles of produce 
it may be uPl'o ed that rents admit of a considerable rise, but :lucb, as 
a rul I do not believe to be the ca e as far as my experience goe, In 
the £rst place the ri e in the price of grain has been counterbalanced by 
the high price of clothing and petty article of luxury, while the scar
city and high plice of cattle has had a very discollraO'iog effect upon 
agriculture. Men who formerly hllld land have in m::ny ca eS unk to 
the rank of labourer from inability to plough their lands, or have had 
to sublet tb ir holdings on unfav rable terms. The ma~s too of tLe 

r -cultivator have onl small holdings rai ing sufficient only for their own 
wants and that of their families, aud little or none of the produce finds 
its way to the mar)cet. '1'he practice also of depending on the Mal. 
goozar for advan of seed and aloof subsistence grain has had the 
effect of l'epderi'D8 the people both wasteful and improvident, and how
ever plentiful m'~y be the harvest the end of the year finds nothing in 
8to~ The ~r land is generally ample in extent and comprises the 
best soil, and..Jrom tbeir more uteDsive resource the Malgoozars · have 
reaped i'*'full ~nefit of Incre&ed prices. I have taken into consider&
tion the enhanced value of the seer land, but for the reasons stated. .above 



• I cannot calculate on auy general increase in rents. Some villa"aoe there , 
are where w:ells have been sunk and irrigation extended of late years 
without any further call upon the land, here of course a rise may bo 
looked for. Again facilities . for irriO'ation have. been taken into con
sideration as also all probable ourCes of future improvement. Among 
these the extent of land now fallow and capable of being brought into 
cultivation hl)lds the first place. I have said before that very little of 
such land exists, the columns of "Lately abandoned" and ,( Fit for 
cultivation" do no doubt show goodly figures. but too much relianc 
cannot be placed on these. These lands are generally very poor, capabJ 
only of occasional cultivation after long intervals or abandoned as not 
repaying the expenses of cultivation. Much of this land too is pur
posely kept fallow for grazing "'round and in point of fact pays rent, bing 
included in some tenant's hol'dinO' for which he pays a lump sum. In 
the cour e of my inspection I have turned my attention mo t particular-
ly to this point and in a very few villnO"es only have I observed any 
good soil lying wa teo When this is the case I have allowed for it in 
asse ing. In a hilly di. trict like this there will always be a con idera-
ble extent of light oil which is doubtless cnlturable but which under 
the rude system of agriculture prevailing, and ill the absence; of all ma
nure 01' other artificial aids can hardly repay the expenSe of cultivation. 

260. I have mOode the e remarks to account for the very low rate 
at which the as essment seems to fall judged by 

J!!~es low, hilt, as a test the te t f figures: there is no doubt that rates 
fa CIOUS. are a fallacious te t and viewed by their light it 
will be supposed that the Government does not derive a much revenue 
as it ou",ht .to do from the lalld. The fact however remains that rents 
do not ;i e to any considerable extent and the as essment as now fixed 
is I think as high /l. one as can be impo ed consistently with the lib ral 
terms on which the present settlements have to be introduced, while at 
the Same time it leaves an ample profit to the landholders and should 
encouraO'e them to make furthel' advances in the way of effecting im
provement. 

261. For purposes of comparison I append 
TBble of former ~evenue. a table showing the average revenue of this Per-

gunnah. 
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262 • The to~ re4.u~on now p-ropo&ed is Rupees -t,) 9'2 or , 
" f \ ,'.\ ' . '" about HI per cent. AmoIiDt or redDetiOD glvell. 

IL 

i ll 
I. 

Past Settlement. New Settlement . 

.i. • 

' n Cuiti. On Mal- On CuIti- On Culti-
, gooiaree 

vated area. area. atedaTea. ated area.. 

1-1--1---1-'-- -

o 11 7 0 0103072 

o 
o 

04306 o 310 

U 1 5 03 8 0 i 3 
... 

-~-----
Pergunnah. o .8 6 0 6 1 0 7 6 0 4 6 

2.6,4. The highest ~nd U).~est r~e8 of any +iUage as follows :-

Highest rates. Lowest rates. 

. Rs. A. P. Ri. A. P. 
' W .1 

---.....-~.....-.~-- ---.----
On Cultivation 

On Malgoozaree 

.. .. . . 
.,. .. .. .. .. 

1 

1 

3 

o 

, 
S 

PERGUNNAH CHORYE. 

o 

o 

1 

o 
8 

7 

265. Thia Pergwmah ~tain8 in a11151 vi1J~; 2 are }leld 
. u~ a Hulda or Oobaree tenure and 10 have 

lfllllblr ~ TIIIIp' . been exGluded from Settlement as wasie, leaiiDr 
139 'i1lageI hIouIht cer the new 8eWeaeDt. 
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206. The Pergnnn.b comprises at the sarnO time ~ome 6£ the 
8it..&i most valuable and some of the poorest estatea i:a 

CIII. the part of the distinct lying Itbove the gha, 
it is naturally dividpd into st'veml distinct por-ionp. wit la b roadly ma~ 
ed dilfereuces oJ soil , cnltivatioD and population which I shall endea
vour to describe in detail. 

267. The tract lmder report il:l bounded on the east by the Seonee 

G raJ d ,,' d istrict and On the west mainly by the ltiver 
me escrlp.lon, }' b th h d I ' . h enc ,on e 1Iort aD sout I It mOl'g'es lDto ot er 

parts of the distr'ct without any llatul'lIlly marked boundary liue. Tb8 
centrlll pOflion of the l't'rg ur na.b C( mprifes an undulating- plain, almost 
entirely underlCllltivalion alld certaJlJly the most pr ducliv& tract in 
this part of the district, It is traversed by the high rond fr:om ChiDd
wara to Seonee, there is e,'ery facility ior the remo\'al of producl! aDd 
in point of fact, large quantities of wheat and grnm are annually exported. 
To the nOl'th of tbis plain lies a trnct of broken groulld intersected 
with stony hills and compl'i8illg grt:at varieties of 5011 and exterual 
Ceature. South of the plain above mentioned lies an xt IJSlVe truct 
of broken count ry containing a greut denl of Wllste alld uDcultul'able 
land with occasional valleys of good soil, to the south-east. 'l'his tract 
ends in den e jungles which joill on the Dcolapar .Forel<t tract of tbe 
Seonee district. 'ro the south again and west along the hallks of the River 
Pe}lch there is some open land and well cultivuted villages. but the ge
neral {lrea is mucb broken up with ravines, the surface soil has been 
wasHed away by tbe rains of cf'nturies and there are neighbouring 
jungles the wild animals ii'om which devour the crops. 

268. I have formed this Per,gol1nnab into three -chuks {or aSIk>SS

AsseaEment chub. 
ment as follows. 'l'he first comprises the open 
plain above reft'rred to, whit·h is now almost en

tirely under cultivation alld comprises t.be best land and facilities uf 
every sort. The second cJ'lUk comprises the villages ocr.upying th" brok
en country along the bank of the Pench river, and some valle)'s in the 
broken country which I have described as bounding the opeD phlin of 
the first chuk to the Dl)rth and south; these villages are inferior ru, 
haVlng a larger proportion of poor soil, an uneven surface intel'Fected 
with ravines. and liable to be washed away by constant raics, proximity 
to jungles which harbour wild animals of all sorts. ann a mixed }Iopula. 
ti('n comprising' Gowlees, Gonds, ond other classes little skilled in agn
culture, generally speakillg too the oil is shallower and there are less 
facilities for irrigation. The third chuk comprises thq Gond ham~ts in 
t.he thick jungles on the frontier of the Seonee district. and other poor 
villages where there is Qut little cultivation owing to the poverty or,the 
soil. 'l'be inhabitants of these are chje~y Gonda living from hand to 
mouth and with di6iculty restrained from emigrating in 1Wf'avOri..Qle 
seaauu. 
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... t ' ~69. This 'P'f,~nna~ con.~llins ~~J~r.ge to n~ nndlbu.t few villages 
_ TownB menns of com., ' . of any SIze. 1he popblatlOn are almost solE:lyf' 
1iIunientr~'n. ' engaged in agI'iGulture e)Icept in a few of the 
.iJ:lnO'ly villag~s where tben~ are Oo~lees, men~of considerable wealth, 
iO$sesl\in(~ b'1~o het'ds of cattle, avd exporting ghee, butter and other 
dai~y produce 1.0 the large villages lying below· the ghats. I have said 
above that the Perounnah is traversed by t~e high road from Seonee to 
Chindwara; there are also good fair weather l'pads leading to the 
country below the ghats to which a. grent deal qf wheat arid gram are 
exported, that part of the country being devo d cl1iefly to cotton and 
jowareo. 'l'here is compaTutively httle irri<>'ation in any part of this 
tract. The fillst clos vill:lge, are almo t entirely under cultivation 
with the ru bee or cold sea on crop; wheat i the chief staple and ceu-

I pies mOt'e than three ~ ul'lhs of the area.; the rest is . devoted to ram 
occasiolla.lly, generally speaking to 'l'eora or Mahsoor, which erve for 
food for the cattle. In a few villa.ges linseed aud peas are raj. ed. In 

. many villages thelle is no irrigation wllat, oever, this may be accounted 
for partly hy ancient custom nnd want of energy on the part of land-
holder A.nd teMnts aud partly from the nature of the sub- oil which in 
muny places consists of hard trn.p rock. In many villages lhero is 
room for impl'Ovement in this rel'pect, as wells might be sunk and there 
ore st reams of running water which migllt easily be tnl,en ad"antagc 

,of. Then:) are SOlne ~ \V "illuges in which a large (' t nt of laud is 
under' irrigation and valuable crops are laised but nlese casp.s arc 
,cepiion:.1l. 1 n ~ome of t he second cla -village water is tolerably 
plentiful, aud owing ~ to thc poorer nalure of the soil the peoplo have 
turn d their aU ntion mOre to irrigRtion. There is a less extent of 
1 nd carable of bearing lullee crops. 'lhe followiu<>' grains are l'aised 
during the monsoon m(,nthK. juwarm·, toOl', various oil se ds, and II. little 
,cotton ; JIlllch of Ihe lalld is only occasiollully ult,ivat d alld r equires 
.long intcr',vals of fallow. In the third claRS villages t bere is lit tie irrigl\
.tiQn wOrth mentioning and but little rubee, crop is rai sed. 'rhe chief 
staples ar.e lice, kodo, kootkee uod other inferior grains and a fow oil 
seeds. 

270. The g neral t Ie :rntl RyslRm of agriculture is precisely 

II ''-00 ( '1' -imi\ar' t o that prevni liug iu the M.ohkbnit· P~rgun-
e... 0 agrlOU .ure. I I . I. I hid d . d h 11a I W HCLl ave a rea y escrlbe except t at 

.there i I s .injantion 011 the whole. 'j'he crop s raised are sutrur-cane 
anel opjllQl ; pot to anu ther vt'getables nrc but little sown, Malaea 

)cachee (Iud simil:l1' C8.bt es being found in a vcry fa v villag s only. 

·271. As regardS! prOf!pects of fqtllre improvements, in the first 
..... ~ fillip: :v,menl. g'1'(d!UP O(lt~iU~"'C8 t~cl whhule area h~ been long 

un t!r cn Ivahon, Wit 1 t e exception of BOme 
p,tcbes left [l1P=posely 1lllturnoo to afford grazing and standing groun4 
w ·the cattle during ·t)se intervals of agriculturnllabour. No exleusiQD 
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therefore of cl,lltivation can be look d for tc> nny {l,Jllreciable extent,· In 
• 1I0me villa.ge wells ma.y be bunk and b'eam taken ad vUoutlige of, in ) 

this re'pect a lit tle improvement may be 1 okod for during a. Jon)!, set
tlement. In th ec nd Ill. s of vi II ago there is some wastl) which m y 
be taken up but g nerally speakiul'r' it con i t of poor soil inc pablo 
of constant cropping in the -ab enee of all manure, "a.nt of population 
also forbids any hopc of immcdiate extension, the want of ha.nds to' till the 
a.lready ultivat laud beiu .... even now ever Iy felt, In the third 
class vi1l9,ges there ~ of UI'SC a O'ood deal of cultnruble wa te, but 
not of good qu lity, 'l'he badne of wuter, nnheulthine s of the cli
mate and drca.d of wild 8.nimo.l are an eff"! tual bal' to th introduction 
of a better class of inhabiLants, Mucb of the lands will now be re
served under the was lalld Circular, and it will remain to be een 
w;hether any sale will be effected, but s p or i the soil that I think 
the pr nt price will eff tu:.tlly diseoul'O.~e all RpeculatioJ1s in land. 
In some of the jungle, the ' were orne vnlu::rul timber tre 8 but ll'~ost 
of tb se have been Cllt dowli ()f late years for sleepers and other 
pnrpo~es, 

272. A regards ren ts and as~umed rates, Tho nature of the soil, 

n t d t 
ystetn or cultivation nlld genera.l chal'act.er of the 

en nn r vcnu ra 08, 1 ' .1' ' } "1 I f popu atlOn are exceoulllg ,v 1ml ar to t lose 0 

th hi hkhair P rgunllab, rent -a I ha.vo Me rtJ1 ined uy close personal 
enquiry run v ry mu 'h al ike; 0.1' a is , timated by s ed sown, th 
khun ee Leing the stanuanl lllopted, rnli . will SOIV from four to five 
acres and is rcntcd ut from ltupees 4 to Rllpees 7 which may be rough-

·lJ'put t1 () wn at ('rom Rupee 1 to ltllpee 1- ' per acre. This was the 1'0-
suIt of my calcul:.r.tiolls on the Moll .hair Pergunnah nnd 'l have accord
jnglyadopted pl'eei ely the same a'ls umed rate for the pergunollh 
under report. My 'plouO'h aud produce jllrnn~ aro a.lso based on the 
Same estim:Lte aud the I'e nits as compared with the preseut statistics 
o rent and revenue ar much the same. 

273. The revenue of tll is Pergunno.b WI' tbc.last nve y' arB 6f the 
former Briii h admin; tralion lind I'Mr. Jenkins 

RtV~~uctUl1t1ons of the 3}vemged H udPecs 32'-M8~ \ ~Ild thnGt of he last sat-
t t'ml-nt Ull er tbe wll'atta Qvernmcut was 

Rupees 35,980, th:l.t just ('xpired amo)lnted , to H.up cs 32,1,59 whil,e the 
preseot Pl")PO cd reveIJue is l~llrec 2\ ,O'~7 this gives 1\ propo ed Tedu~ 
tion of Rupees 4,132 or about 12£ per cont. 

274. I append a. tahle showing the rates ofihe former and 'new 
:l~se~sments on each chuk and 1)pon the wbole 

rguuoah. 

• 



(J ASSESSMBNT RATES 

Chui and Pergunnah. 

I. 

I Put Settlement. New S.ttleme.~ 

On CulLi. On Mal- On Culti- On M801-
goozll.l'ee goozaree 

vatedarea. urea. vatedarea. area. 

090 065 0 056 

II. 0650320702 '9 

~~ _ _ I_I_L _ ___ _ 0_ ~ 9 ~ ~1 71~.! 3 ~ ~I~ 
PerguDnah ... 0 7 2 0 41 2_ 0 I 6 0 3, 7 

275. The highest and lowest rates in any village will be seeD from 
the following table. 

, 

Aruu. or 
Highest rates. Lowest rates, 

R. A. P. R. A· I P. 
1------ 1---

Cultivation ... .. .. . . . . 2 10 S 0 1 3 

Malgoozaree •• .. . . .. . . {) 8 9 0 0 6 , 
~, 

PERGUNNAH CHINDWARA. 
27~. This Pergllnnah comprises 123 villaOl'es, 2 of , bich are held 

N bel r V'I'-l; on 11 MokaBll or rent-Cree tenure,. and 1 hilS been 
11m 0 I !!ell, excluded from settlement as waste, lea.ving 120 

.,illage now brought under 8.88l'ssment. 
cr'n. Owiug to its natural configuration it is not ellSY to Rive a 

o-IdMcriptl ' good general description of thia Pergllnnuh, nor 
OIl, does it divide itaetr naturally into chuks presenting 

broadly m:nked varieties of Boil and cultivation. It forms a compact 
area oentl'i(·ally ~itu t.e with the civilatatioD as ita centre. It ill classed 
by a 8UCca sioi, I,)( irregular lines or rocky hill enclosing nlleys of Yal1-



ing extent &!Id ~apabilitie9 for qultivation. Tna b~~t atld m~t opell 
p!,rt of thir. tract lies to· the north and east, bordering on the Panch 
river which separates it fJ'o~ the Chowrye PCI'gllnnab. H re there ill a 

. 6~rjp of rand varying from 1 to 3 milos or so in brl'adth. between tbe 
river and the bills, higbly fertile in phlces and containing some ' larp,~ 
village communities. 'l'hi:! bas b~p.n formed into my fir. t chuk . for ~ ~ 
sessment purposes. The rest of tbe Pergunnn.h can only be describecl' 
in general terms as a succession ot'rocky hills quite uncultul'able, With'" 
inwrvening ~alleys or .basins of ~ood soil and various extent. To the 
imm ('di:lte we -t of the civil station t.hol'e is a sort of rollin'" plain ex
tending for ahout six miles to the K olbiro. river which forms the Per
gUllllllh boundary, but the s"il here is m stly sandy, much of it is q'Ii~ . 
unculturable and over grown with scrub jllngle, and it is intersected 
by numerous ravines and small ~ater · cOU1'8e3. My second chuk haS 
b~en formed but of the village lying in the valleys above mentioned; 
the5e llfl a I'ule have a much Inrl,"6r proportion of poor and uDculturable 
soil than those of the tirdt chnk, anrl h ave on the whnle Ilo poorer popula
tion nnd ar61 not so well cultivated, 'l'hEl tbird chnk comprises poor 
hamlets situate on hi;rb stony groun I witAl a population of Goods and 
other inferior cIa sos of :mltivator~, These villages Ilore scattered more 
or less over the whole of the Pel'gllonah. 

278. With thc exception' of the town of Chindwara itselr tber&. 
T uJati & &: is no village even of great lIize or importance · 

OWDS, pop OD, C, 'C, there are no seats of trade or manufacture, and 
the' whole of the pOl'ulation are engaged ill agriculture with the eltcep
tion of a fe\V low castes who ,"pin and weave a sOrt of coarse clc.th. 
The agl'iculturul community consir;t s in the first cbuk villages chiefly or 
Lodhef:8, Hnjpootf!. Rukbumees wit.h a few Brab muns and Koonbees, 
t.o tbe we~t\Yal'd Koonbees an~ Rukbtlnsees are the ptevailing element. 
The third chllk villages :II'e inba'},ited by Gonds, Gowlees and various 
inferior orders of cultivators. 1:be to\\.n of Oh1Ddwara has a large. 
mixed population of all -classes, the cultivators being chiefly Ma1ees,· 
Koonbeos and RukbuDsees. ' / 

279. Centrally situated as it .is this Pergunpah has eT~ry facility 
• for the disposal of prod upe, B. side§ the larcy~ 

Fl\Cilitics for the ,dispos. c~ntl'al mart of Ohiodwa-ra it elf, there are bjg~.,. . 
• 1 of prodoee. ways leuding t.o Nagpol'e" Seonee, Baitool a.nd 
Nursiocypoor, wllich though. not at all t im~'! pas able for C:l1ts, Il'~ at. 
least aJ'uilable to puel· bullocks whioh are the ll).ea.ns of carriage m.o~ 
common in: these parts. 

280. On tbe whole this is a poorer Pergunnah than those of Chow-, 
rye and' Mokhair, there is less extent of good soil, 

l.nferiorily of the culti· there are fewer large vill:)O'es, less irrigation, and 
~tioD, • • • the general naturf;l of tIle ~ulti\'ation seems iur .. 
cior in a majority of the villages. 1 am unable to 'state any definite rea.

D why this shonlc1 be the cue, but still the fact is apparent to the eye. 

• 



. • ~8i. Thc gentral character of the soils, agricultural popuTation, 
crops raised, and method of culti\'ation are simlIar 
to those of the adjoining Pergunnahs of Chowrye 

and Mohkhair, and oil for soi l there is no reason why it should pay a 
less revenue OL' be le s productiv~, In assessing. I have employed pre
cisely the same rates as in the above mentioned Pel'gunnahs, and it 
l:eLUs needless to take up time by again going ioto the question. 

.So ')s, agriculture .te. 

282. I have no records of w1:at the revenue of this Pergunnah 
was in 1820, but the average of the last five years 

Former places of the re- of the former British administration is stated at 
,.enue. Rupees ] 8,000 in round numhers, At the time of 
the annexation the rcvpnue had risen to Rupees 25,800 wiLh a !iUppO cd 
nikll.;~e of Rupees 2 ,3UU, A reduction was then made of a IiI tie 
over Rupees 3,UOO, but a rise has since taken place owing to increased 
cultivation. 

283. The present revenue of the villages assessed is Rupees . 

nevCIlue lIS now sNtlccl. 
24 ,074 and my propo ed Mse sment is Rnpees 
20,726, givin~ a reducti on of auout 14~ per ceut. 

I have dWAlt in my form eL' pa.m on the naces ity of granting' a reduc
tion undel' the present librral tL'cat ment of the lundowuel's, and I need 
~ot ngfl.iu enter into details on this subject, 

284. Some remnrks ore called for ns to prospects of improvements 
lik ly to be effect.ed in future ye3r~ ulld{·r a long 

Prospect of futuro im- settl ~ment. III tbe villarres in the first (Troup al-
provcments 0 '" . most all the good soil hu." now been takE!n up aod 
we cannot look fol' much extension of cultivation; should the pI'e, ent 
rise in pric.e cOIlt.inu l:l of eour 'e the market vtll ue of the land will ri e 
also; uc itl·s omethingo may be d ne by extending irrigHtion for 
which th 1'(' 31'e great f,lcilities M regards the supply of water, The 
great draw-back however is that fro t is peculiarly e:eVel'e along 
the basill of the PUlich riveL' where mo~t of the, e villagei"' are si~uate, 
and sng-ar-can which is thl:l sta.ple irrigated crop of th~~e districts 
is unabl to' witlwtnnrl frost in llllY \lllu~u:l.I degl'ec, III the second 
und third (Tr()ups of villng's thel'e if\ cel'tilinl.v room fur much improve
ment, both II !'l'gardi extl'n~itlll ILlld u better style of cultivation. as also 
Jrj'. intl'oducillg' irr igatioll fOl' which there are facilities in many "illages 
which nrc not tak n auvullts(!'e of. At pr eut tbare is n. wallt of popu
lation and the labolLl' market is hndly supplied so that time must elapse 
before any great chauge call be effected for the better, 

Pres~nt r tea. 285. I append a taple of rates or the past and ' 
present settlements. 

C! 
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ASSESSMENT RATES. ' 

Past Settlement. I New Settlement. 

Chuk and Pl!rgunnah. 
On Culti. On Mal. On Culti. On Mal· 

vation. goozaree. vation. goozaree • 
• 

Rs·I A. p. Rs. A. 

r'l1t Bs.IA P. , 
o I~-; 

- j------
I. o 7 o 0 1 o 6 1 

II. 0 
71

3 0 4· 3 0 5 9 0 8 6 

Ill. 0 4· 4 0 2 ] 0 3 9 0 1 to 
-----

I~~ 
---- __ -0 __ _ -

~I·;· Pergunnnh ... '" 0 o 4
j
lO o 6,11 0 

2 6. The followilig tnble shows the higbe t and lowest rates in 
any village. 

HighesL rates. Lowest rates. 
AREA OP 

Rs. A. P. Rs. A. P. 
----------I 

Cul tivation .. . . . . . . . . 0 12 G 0 2 6 

Mnlgoozaroa . ... . . . . .. 0 10 2 0 1 3 I 

'"--
PKRGUNNAH AMURWAR~ 

2 7. Th is P ergunnnh compri:;e in all 137 villa!;"cs; of thc, e!) ar 
}lelcl on a Moka ~a 01' r ent fl'ee tenure, thus leaving' 
1:l8 villa!,tcs flOW l'easscs cd. • 

288. Owinll' to imil nritv of local ~jillalion, ana circllmst:mces 

1iumbcr of villages. 

toc..l simila itl' to Per- qllal.ity. of soil and general c} .. ~raGter of the 
gunnalul'reviously reported cultl\'ahon, I have adopwd precIsely the sarno 
OIl. r:1t~s and other data. for as. essrncnt whi·11 h vo 
been applieu hy me to the 'other Pel'guflnah'l ahove Ih ghats previ
(l1ls1y us ss~d, nntl which have been detail ed above. I will confine my 
remark.; to those points which tall for s me special l1otico unu the 
distinctive characteri tics of the Pergunnah under r eport. . 

• 



'289. ' The Am1n'w;ara Pergunnab ' li~ f'atlbest north of any of ' 
dmera! de.cription. the Kh.alsa lands of hinawara; it iii bounded OD 0 

tbe 'south by the Pench 'and the Cbindwara Per
gunnah; on the Dorth by illtl Ht;lfrye , Jagbept : on the east by the 
.Adegaon Jagbeer and part of the CholVl'~'e Pel'gnnnab, and on the west 
by the Son poor J'lgheer and part oi the Omruit PergullDah. It is divi
ded into two di tinct portions, evel'ally known among the 'Pe:ople-as the 
Amurwura and Singhol'ee Pergunoabs ; the latter occtlpie:> a belt of low 
lflnd lying between the river Pench and a line of deep hills which run 
parallel at a distance of about 10 miles to the north. The former por-

• -, tioo lies nortb of the sllid hills at a much hig-her 
.Binghoree Pergunnah. I ' '1 ' P 1 e evatlOn. 'he Smgboree ergnnnah g-euera Iy is 

, elCceedingly broken 'll.11d intersected by ravines and spurs of the hills, 
only in places is there any good soil, and the populations are of mixed 
character. 

290. The Amurwara pergunnah has an extensive plateau of un
dulating-land, with, in plates, a vel'Y good soil, but 

AlDurwar Pcrguillluh. h' . on all side.s t IS pla:n merges iuto hilJy country 
and {>xtensi,'e tracts of jungle and waste land. such as the jug-heel' tracts 
mostly consist of. 

291. Like in otber pergunnabs I ha"e divided this one into tbree 

.Assessment chub. 
different e:huks for aS8cs~ment.. 1'be first com
pri~es a few villages on the en.tern Eide IIf tlIe 

Singh,oree pergunnah 011 the borders of Chowrye, it comprises a few vil
lages oc(;upying an open plain of good soil with excellent facilitiell for 
irrigat ion. '1'he .remtdnder are I:'itnate on the upland plateau of Amur
wara" they are up€'n in sit natioll, and have a cOlJsielerahle extent of' good 
soil with faCIlities for ilTigati~n. "he ~econd class villa~es are wme
wbat sim'ilal' to the ahove, ~xcel't tl1at tbey have a more bloken area aud 
a great 81' proportion of pOOl' lalld, while w;lter is less, easily obtaInable. 
The third elm:s compri es pOOl' bill \'illages with a large proportion qf 
lUIculturable land and u population of Gouds ,only, . 

~92. The past hi~tory of this Pergunnnh is very similar to that of 
the other portions of the district lying above the 

Put blstoryof the l'er. f!'buts. With this difference that from its situa
~. tion in immediate juxtaposition to the hills it was 
I tIger exposE'd to thr. raids of the GOJlds and other marauders and c.on
seque,lltly lay almost eutiJ'ely waste nfter the adjoining perguunahs to 
thE! south had begun to be repopulated, alld their lands once more 
brougbt nntler the plough. For thi rea on the lands of Amurwarra are 
said to be more f~rlile now than those of olber pergunnahs as having 
I)een les ' time under culti\'ation ; my own personal eXp'eriencc however 
does Dot lend me to place much I~elianoe D thiFo assertion, and as the 
various descriptions of'soil are preci-ely similar, 1 have adopted the • 
same ra.tes as were applied to other similar loca!iw8B. , ,. 
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298. In ()n8 respeot this pergunnah presents a marked ' di8Si~i
Jarity to the others, viz., the' uniform nature of • pgu~:m ch&neter 01 po. the. popUlation and the regularity of ita di8tri
butIon. 

294. The agricult~al population, in all tbe bettermost villagee 
... ..4 l' " aJati oonSlsts nearly entuely of Lodhees wbo in Bome of 
..... co .ar .. pcp OD. th J ill" 1 ' e arger v ages 10rm &l'ge brotherhoods, all 

more or less (',onnected and who have most of the land in their own 
band. This is the 04se ~n the few villages of the first chuk Jying in 
the low country of the Smghoree pergunnah. These few villages once 
formed an independant talook held under one settlement and are now 
inhabited by the numerous branches of one and the same family. The 
remainder of the Singhoree pergunnah is inhabited entirely by Gowlees 
and a few Gonds. The village proprietors are nearly all Gowlees who 
in addition to cultivation keep herds' of cows and buffaloes from which 
they derive a large profit. 

295. In the upper plateau of Amurwara all the open villages are 
Dlff t cute. tenanted by Lodhees, while the remainder are 

eren. Gond colonies ; in some few there are Gowlees, 
and in one or two there are a few Rajpoots but they form but a handful 
of the population. 

296. The general method of agriculture is precisely similar to that 

By f f aJ previously described by me and calls for no special 
stem 0 agr c tare. remark. Amurwara is chiefly known for its sugar-

cane which is the best grown in the district; much care is expended on 
its cultivation and the supply of water from wells is abundant. The 
high plateau of Amul'wara abounds in streams, all of which are more or 
le8S available for irrigation. Of the unirrigated crops the rubee is the 
staple, and wneat the grain chiefly raised. There is also a certain pro
portion of grain, mubsoor and teora. In the second clas villages a lar
ger proportion of the soil is unfit for rubee and in it khureef crops alone 
a.re raised with certain intervals of fallow. In the third class villages 
much of the cultivation consists of dhya only. 

297. As regards prospects of future improvement; in most of the 
villages the good land ha.s been all taken up, so t~at 

Paiare proepect.e. much extension of cultivation cannot be looked for. 
Still more however may be done in the way of irriga.tion for which, as. I 
have observed~ there are great facilities everyw here. . . 

298. The general results of my assessments will be seen from the 
totals of the statements; the totalllreient revenue 

R.alt 01 _ _ is Rupees 20,804 and the proposed revenue is Rn
_t. pees 17,818. giving a total reduction of Rnpees 
2,.86 or 12 per C81lt. on the whole. In spite of the peculiar circum-

• 
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$h(nces of some of ttl village, as in tanc,:,d a.bgve, the preseltt rell ts :tl'£t 

quite as high a,~d even higher than those e, "ting in other pergunnahl!. 

299. The pre\railing rent of land under the Mahratta Goverl1ment 
• was Mid to be llujees 5 pel' khllndee (tbat is about 
Rents in past. time. p. d " 'Tb 4 acre ,) lor Ian pro UClUg ruoee crops. e 

poore r soils were Dot taken into account. My I'ates approximate very 
heat'ly to that standard} no mtp. having h(~pn apphed to "Burde" oil. 
:Hut where the amount of the Latter eems eKce ive as compared with 
the superiot' qualitias I have taken it into considerati.on in asses 'ing ; 
in the case also of villages held by Gowlees I ha.ve taken illto con ider
ation the fact of their deriving a con iderahle profit from the pl'ouuce of 
th ir cattle; as o\ving to this SOurce of incom they are I ss inclined to 
advance cultivatioh 0.8 they might, altd ind pendently of that it· is but 
fail' that all sources of profi t rived fl'om the soil should be taken into 
consideration even where no definite data can be arrived at but recourse 
must be had to general consideratiolls. 

Pre'out rntcs. 
300. The rates will be seen from the appended 

table. 

ASSESSMENT RA'l'ES. 

Past Settlement. New Settlement . 

On Culti- On Mal- On Culti On Mal-
Chuks and Pergunnah. 

vation. goozaree. vation. goozaree. 

RS.!A.. p. Rs. A. P. Rs. A. P. Rs. IA. P. 
-:-'-"""'-------:--- --- - -- - -- -

1. 

n. 
III. 

o 8 8 0 511 0 7 8 0 5 1 

0 6 9 0 4 1 0 6 0 0 3 6 

0 3 8 0 110 0 3 01 0 1 7 
-- - - --

0 6 9 0 4 0 0 5 11 0 3 6 
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The highest and low rates of I1ny village are as' follows :.-
, . 

.--------------------------~----------~---------
Highe t rates. Lowest ·1" teB. 

Am: OF. 
I 

Rs. I A. P. R.~ . A. P. , ------- ------
Cultivation ' • 0 10 6 0 0 11 

Malgoozaree .. , ... 0 7 6 0 0 3 

PERGUNNAH KRUMARPANEE. 

301. This Pergunnah contain ill all 119 villages ; of these 9 
ho.\'e becn declar ed waste and {'xcluded from Set
tlement. 'l'ht: re r emain 110 now brought under 

the revi cd a sessment. 

Num r of villages. 

302. This portion of the district i bounded on the north by 

O 1 d 
'.: PerO'llnnah Mohkbair j on the east by the river 

enen eSCrlp"OD. .p h d h D P f enc an t (' ongurtal rguonah 0 the Seonee 
district , and 00 tho south and w st by th ..... hat leading down to the 
lower country of Teh e 1 M:ohg" on; the south-ea tern corner touches 
upon the Nagpore distri ct. 

303. This Perg'llnnah is inferior in every r espeot to those noticed 

P t r th tr t 
above ; thet'e is no continuous extent of open cultiva-

over yo e ac. t dId . .. d h b l ' f c an ; I t, IS lDtersect everyw erc y !nes 0 

rocky hills and patcbes of barten wa te and on all sides but the north 
it is shut in by dense j ungles. ~f.10 the south, immediately above the 
ghats, there is a plain of good soil entirely almost under cultivatioD, bub 
it i of limited extent and nowhere out of r each of the wild animal 
from the neighbouring j ungle' ; with one 01' two xceptions thero is 
not a villag vut has a considerable portion of jungle 01' barren land 
within its ar ea. 

304. The mass of the population consists of Gonds and Gowlees; 
the latter have been attracted by the abundant 
grazing grouod afforded by the jungles, it is onlye 

in a few of the better villa<Yes and ' tho e adjoining the open P rgunnah 
of Mohkhair that a better-cla s of cultivators is found, namely Koonbees 
R8:jpoots or IJodhees; cultivator from e1 ewhere are deterred from 
settlinO' by the reputed lmhealthine s of the climate und bad quality 
of the ~ater ; my own experience dCiles not bear out this idea, but popular 
estimation has given this Pergunnah' the chll.racter of quite a penal 
settlement . • I mention this to account for the fact of rents generally 
being very low, and I\l:l a reason tor imposing a moderate assessment • 

Population. 

• 
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305. From!!lOO Fuslee' to 1258 Fuslee the entire Pergunnah 
was leased to one Chan3abhaj, a 8peculator from 
Nagpore, who made his Own terms with the Mal

gooza.rs. though the ordinary triennal settlements still continued to 
be made nominally under the upervision of the district authorities. 
The reRult of this system may easily be imagined, Chandabhai employed 
numerous agents, who in every poss~ble way defrauded both the people 
'and their employer, and thus while cultivation and population kept on 
falling off, the lessee himself became none the r~cher, and the district 
authorities appear not to have'interfered with any effect. Thus it was that 
on the accession of our Government, this por tion of the district was 
in a very bad condition, but. since then steady and rapid improvement 
has been taking place, population has increased and waste lands have 
been taken up, 'and there n\>w remains but little good soil unbroken by 

Put history. 

the plough. ' , 

306. In dealing with such a broken t ract ,of country possessing 

S'tr' t ,,-'11 t ' f 'I varieties of external feature which repeat them-
Ie C ...... I ca Ion 0 VI · 1 k . ul' l' h b lIIgea why impt..et.icabl~, Sc ves so to !'Ipea at lrreg ar mterva s, It as een 

almost impracticable to adopt any well defined to
pographical classification for pur poses of assessment: the best land a.nd 
the densest j ungle occasionally lie in immediate j uxtaposit ion, and the 
value of any given estate affords no clue to that of the one adjOIning. 
In thi.s respect therefore I have followed my Own judgment as derived 
from personal inspection, regard being had to the extent of open cultur. 
able land as also to the nature of the agr icultural population, their 
c:lste and resources as evidencp.d by the sinking of wells or other addi. 
tions to the value of the land. . 

807, Hitherto in asseQsing I have divided the villages of a Per ... 

• Chub , gunnab into three chuks more or less defined hy 
distinctive charact.eristics and capabilities; in 

Khumarpanee however with perhaps two exceptions I know of no vil
lage equal in any respect to ~hose included in the first class chuke of 
the other Pergunnahs above the ghats, and I have consequent ly formed 
the whole into two groups corresponding to the second and third chub 
previously assessed. 

308. The rates applied are precisely similar to those of the corres-
Bt. ponding cbuks of the other Pergunnahs above the 
,~s. ghats before mentioned, though actual rents may 

be slightly lower, still the actual quality of the soil and the nature of 
the crops raised warrant me in employing the same data as criterions of 
yalue. 

309. Poor as is this tract of country generally, it yet possesses 
in places an excellent soil, the more fruitful in 

()e:a~ remarks OIIlJ.1)iI, many instances that for f8asons previously record
climate re.ourcea. ed it had enjoyed ~e benefit of a fallow until a 
comparatively recent perioo; but Ita natural capabilities are olten Dea-
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tralized by ,,"aot of skill or of energy or of capittll on the part or the 
. cultivators, or by the inroads of tbe wild animul' fr'om the neighbour'ing 
j?D-gles; in pbce ~Iso more land has been b~oken up .thun the Jlopllla
tlon suffice to cultivate properly, and the eVlI reputatIOn Ilf the air an<! 
water is a bar to thc introduction of new settler, Add to this that tbe 
means of communication are extremely bad, II road pa able for' londed 
cart., lead from Kb.umar panee, siLuate abo~t the centre of the Pergun- ' 
nab towards Chand m tne north, the remalndtlr of the Pergunnah is 
cut off fro~ all communication except by tony paths. practic3.ble only 
for par.k anImals, and these form the sole meuns of lOtel'COUr e with 
tbe country below the ghats, the gl'eat market for cereals of this part ' 
ofthe country, 

310. '1'he crops r aised and the mode of agriculture are very 
' 1 & similar to that of other portion of the di trict 

Crops. agrlcu lure 'e. apove the ghats above described. 1'he for-
mation is bnsaltic, .consisting of lin s of rocky hills with inter
lying valleys of good land; in tbese wheat, grnm and other 
autumn crops are raised, as also SU"'(lr-cane where m nn of inirration 
exist, 'Water is in some plnces abundaut and wells en ily unk; a good 
deal bas been done in this way in place~. but improvement may yet be 
effected, Toward the sout.b, as 1 have observed befor , there i an open 
plain of some exten ; this is alma t entil'ely und'r cultivatiOIl with 
rubee crops. with occasional irr-i"ation, but well are not s en By sunk 
here as in the lower-lying valleys ; thll light soil are sown with kodo, 
kootkee and other poor grains raised during the monsoon and wjth va. 
rious kinds of oil seeds. Some of the poorer villages have little of ony 
other cultivation. 

311. As observed before, there are very large tracts of jungle 
which have had to be dealt with in lIccoroance 

Jungle tract3. with the prov'isious of Book Circular LXXII 
No. 1696 A of 23rd Decemb'f;ll' 1 62. 

312. Most of these are utterly balTen with but little culturable 
soil, the mo t extensive lie on the banks of the 

Banen character of the river P cnch. and it is intellded I believe to form 
wastes, this into one with the Dont?nr'tal Fore t Reserve, 
though timber of any value does not now exist, exhausted as the re
sources of the Forest have been fOt, the supply of l'ailwny Flpeper. In 
this ma.tter I have had to take into COn ideratiorl the rights of the Gow .. 

. lees who have hitllerto UI;cd tbe e jun ".Ies for grazing; the ll1~eed of-
, Khumarpanee cattle is celebrated hoth fo ,· its ~ize 

Cattle and granDg lands. and make, and the cow are cxcellellt milkers. but 
it j" onl durin'" the raias and the commellcemfl llt of the cold season 
that the cattle ~re retained near home; after thnt they are driven oll' 
in large herdt! to the abuadant pastures of Rae!!'urh Bich~'a and Mundla. 
I think therefore t t 110 moder'ate allowance I)f jungle, Rllch as I have 
made will auftiee for the ordinary wlmt!' of th e~e p ople; I have made 
allow~nce for tbe diminution of the urea in a sessing the juma, and if 
further grazing ground be required I conceive tbat the Fore8~ Depart
ment will coQ06de it OD moderate terms, and a3 tbe profit dem'Pod frojll 

• 
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aWe breeding are notorioudy large it wi-ll be no real hardship for thest'; 
graziers to pay omethiog for what tbey have hitberto enjoyed almo t 
gratuitously; had I seen cswe to confer Proprietary right in lhese 
wastes I shoule1 ha\'e had to make a corresponding increase in the de
mand, so that. in rpality . the people are not losers by the ch~lIge tbat 
will be mnde 10 the tenure of tile land. 10 some of tbese VIllages a 
large in(!ome i der'ved from the sale of mohwa. hurra and other jungle 
produce; this ha now been excluded from my ,calculations, and will 
ahel' the settlement be reali ed as an item of /ol'est revenue. There is 
little if any of tLis Jand which in my opillion is likely to meet with a. 
saJe, as the great bulk of it i entil'ely unfit for cultivation, consisting of 
rocky bill sides and such like impracticable ground. 

31S. I JIll.ve said that this is a poor junIYly PergunDab; no O'rent 
improvement can th erefore be looked for: mo t of 

Future proqleCt! of 1m. the good oil has now been taken up and what 
provcment. cultul'able waste exi ts is for the ml)$t part light 
andy soil from which little return can be expected: something may yet 

be donA f(w e. tonding in igation of which at present sufficient advlllltage 
is not taken, l)ut looking to other parts of the district which are so ' 
much more favored os regards ituatioo , ('!imate !lnu chara.cter of the 
agriclllturlll population, 1 can only say that my expectations of any ma
terial improvement upon the whole are bllt slight. Individual in tances 
there are where progress moy be looked for and these I have taken into 
con id rl1tion in asses ing. . 

314. The present revenue of the Per"'unnnh is Rupees 7178 
and the propo. ed juma is Rupees 6637, beiu'" a 

RocbIctiQl1 ill tho ro,.CIlIle. 1 reduction ill 8 I of Itupees 541 0 1' about 8 per cent. 
o 315. ubjoined i a table showing rates of 

the past and pre en asses ment. 

New Settlement. 

Chuka and Pergunnah. On Culti- On ~a.l- 00 Culti- On Mal-

II 

III 

Pergonnah. 

gooz ree gooz~ee 

vated area. urea. vatedarea. area. 

057 0 

290 

05002 

Rs. A. P Rs. A. P. 
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316. The bighest and lowest rates in any village Cif this Perguu- . • 

nah are as follows :-

Highest rate's. Lowest rates, 

Rs. A. ' P . Rs. A. P. 
..::.------·-L-----I-- _ -----

Cultivation 

Malgoozaree 

1 

o 
8 

8 

1 

9 

PERGUNNAH OOMRAIT. 

o 
o 

o 10 

o 4 

317, This Pergunnah compl'i.ses in all 258 villages, orth.ese 15 nre 

Number of villag • 
held in Mokasa or r nt-free tenure and 2 in 
Mukla or Oolml'ep, there thUfl remain 241 Khalsa 

villages, of these 29 have been excluded from assessment as being waste, 
thus leaving a balance of 212 villages now brought under assessment. 

318. The a.rea of the Pcrgunnah is large and presents great va-

G AI d 
" l'ieties of soil and other external features. '1'0 the 

ener escrlptlOD. th d h' d 1 t ' 1 . , sou an cast t ere 1S an open un u II 109 pam 
' almost entirely under cultivati n j in places there i a considerable 
breadth of good laud producing wheat gtum aud other grains; 011 the 
higher ground the soil degenerate into a. mixtul'e of sand and broken 
particles of gneis and other metamol'phic l'ocks. Ii1:igation exists in 
places. To the north and west again there is another patch of open 
cOllotry, forming the valley of the Pench river and bounded On the 
north by the hill ot the Mohtoor aud Pertabgul'h Jagheeri. Here here 
is n g od extent of open cultivation, but it i much intel' ected by the 
streams that feed the Pench. l.'here is very little irrigation. Tlte rest 
of the Pergunllah forms a SOl·t of irregular belt of jungle and rocky land 
run'ning from north~ea t to soutb\.west between tho two open chuks pre
viously described, In places where the basalt rock exists there are 
patche. of good cultivation in talleys; iq places where the formation is 
sand stone or metamorp4ic the whole soil is of the poorest possible 
descriptioll. • . 

319, 1 have divided the whole into two couks for assessment 
Chuks purposes. Thp. best villages of' the two open tl'll.cts 

. above mentioned arc very similar in their general 
capa1>ilities to the second clas villages of the adjoining perguonala. pre. 
viou Iy assessed, and 1 have app!ied the same rates. OIVing howe'er to 
their natural separation and to difference in the cultivation aod charao
ter of the poPlllation 1 have kept the two chub distinct, The remain-

• 
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ing villages have been formed into one general chuk to which no rent ' 
rates bave been applied, . ' 

320, Tbe .~huk to the south I ,have called after the name of the 
cliief town situate in it, viz. Oomrait. The other qhuk. I have termed 
or Dulka" being the name applied by the people t emselves to that strip 
of country. 

, 
321. The Oomrait chuk. as I have said before, has an undulating 

Cbuk O't surface with grea.t varieties of soil; it is watered 
omra. • b,Y no stream of any Dote but in most places there 

are fucili ties for irrigation. The agl'icuitural population comprises all 
casies and I can specify no one in particular as prevailing. 

322. The" Dulka" cbuk is quite otberwise ; it is traversed by the 
Cb k D 1k d ep bed of the Pench and intersected by llumer-

u u &, ous small tri\!Utaries ; water generally is l1bt fou nd 
nenr tho uduce and 0 very few wells exist. but on the other hand water 
is procurable from numerQus etreams ; again the general quality of the 
80il js i tl teriQr to that of the other cbuk, the' surfuce soil Leing COl1tillU. 
ally washed away; but the g reater proportion botb of proprietors and 
tenants IJ re Gowlees who derive quite as mucl) profit from cattle keeping 
as from agJ'lc;ultu,'e; Ihis part of the district .has u ff't· reu for several 
years from a local failme of crops and much remission of rent bas ba~ 
~o be givcn •. bt!Dce the present lljkasee must Dot be accepted as the true. 
~~.era~e. In aRSC sing I have looked generally to the assets of the five 
preced~ng years . 

. 323. R egarding tbe tbird chuk I need make very few remarks. 
Cb \I III Itpreseots great varities no douLt of I'oi l und go-

o . neral capabilities. Lut in almost all the grea€er 
proportion of the area is barren; fOany nre Qverrun with dense jungles, 
and th bull- of tb population consij3t of Gonds. '1'bere are some few 
"i1lages wbi h form an exception to the above but from local situation 
they have necessarily formed part of the ame group. 

324. There is in places great room for improvement by means of 
t Meall!l fo!' .effecting im. It·rldgll.tiol~ nnfplac1els ,wbere the tr~p rockdPrevails 
ph>veD.lcn~ 1e sm nilS 0 w S lR very precarIous an uncer· 

taip, but ill the sandstone and metamorphic for
maHolls it is quite otherwise. I will give as an example the t own of 
Oomr'1~t. I ~'llis hus very little really good soil but water is found Dear 
the sllrface ana irJ iglltiuu is applied to the ordinary dry crop. such' as 
"beat c. which nth rwise ~ould not grow at ,all; there are many otber 
rilwges , here a. ~milnr energy and outlay of capital miO'ht produce a 
,unilar l~~~lt ; I look for much progl':as iu tbis respect in the course of 
t.he. present set.tlement an4 1 have allowed for this in makiDg my as&eaI
menta. 
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326. All over th~ PergJInnah and chiefly in' the If Dulka" hact 
Go lees Gowlees are to be found who derive a considerab~e 

,.19 • income from cattle keeping; it is almost impossible 
to represent these profits in tangible figures but I have taken the item 
into consideration in assessing. In some villages a considerable prollt 
is derived from jungle produce, but much of this will now be l06t by th~ 
demarcatio:l of the waste lands. 

326. The total pre ent rev'en~e of the as~e8sed villages is Rupees 
He ttled 16,183 and the proposed juma is Rupees 14,638 

veoue U DOW se • which gives a total reduction of :Rupeel! 1,650 or 
a.bout 10! per cent. "pon the whole. '. . 

Table of rates. 327. Subjoined is the table of rates. 

ASSESSMENT RATES. 

Chuk and Pergunnah. 

------
Chuk II. 

Do ... Dulka" 

Do. III. 

Pergunnah. 

Past Settlement. New Settlement. 

On Culti. On Mal- On Oulti- On Culti-

vation. goozaree. vation. 'fated area. 

Rs. A P. Rs. A. P. Rs. A. P. Re. A. P. 

o 

o 
o 

084 0 6 6 030 

o 3 1 0 411 0 210 

o 110 0 3 2 0 1 6 

02604 023 

328. The highest and lowest rates in any village are as follows :-

On Cultivation. On Malgoozaree. 
fuTES. . • 

Re. A. P. Ra. A. So. 

---
~t . . • • ... . .. • • . . .. 0 10 6 0 6 9 

Lowest ••• .. .. •• .. .. • • 0 0 ., 
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PERGUNNAR ASSAIR. 

329·, This Pergunnah extends over a very large urea and forms 

N be f m._ in itself the whole of a 'Separate rehseel, i(. it is 
UDl N) V1""II"S' h 'ld t -, . h b' a d 'owever a very Wl ract sparstay m a .te an 

barlly cultiva.ted and overrun witb large tracts of ju.ngle and Forest 
land. It contains in all 292 villages: of these 8 are held on Mokasa 
or rent free tenure. Of the r-emaining 284 Khalsa villa.ges 9'15 ,have 
been excluded from settlement as waste; this l€!l.ves 11. bruance of 189 
villages now rea.~sessed.. 

330. For the purposes of assessment I have divided tha Pergun. 
AM Ch ks nah into two Chuks corresponding to the second 

~ssmel1t u. and third Chuke of the cultivated Pergunnahs 
above the ghats. The first Chuk cq~prises a few open villages situate 
near the Bail ' river on the borders of the Baitool District, and a few. 
othervillnges frOlD different parts of the j?ergnnnah which were superior 
to th~ others as feg . ds soil and character of the agricultural popula. 
tion . . These villages have some extent of open h,nd under l'ubee culti
tion, The other Cbuk consists chiefly of Gonds or Gowlee hamlets 
where there is little 01' no cultivation except of the poorest possible kind, 
the inferior grains and a few oil seeds being raised in the rains. The 
population derive their chief subsistence from the maize or beans grown 
in the garden patches attached to their dwelling places, and from the 
flowers of the lliohwa tree, the fruit ot the char or chironjee and otber 
jungle produce. 

331. I need say no more in this place than that this is the very 
poorest portion of the Khalsa part of the district 

Po.-erty of tbls portion of and though there i no doubt room fQr lDuch 
llle district. • t b th b' d' .. t.. . lmp1'OVemen 0 y mt1'o tiClDg lrrlga ,IOn 

~xtendjng cultivation, yet looking to the nature of the population and 
and the unhealthiness of the climate I 'cannot look for any great im
mediate improvement even ~de; a settlement of 30 years duration. 

Forlner 
juroa. 

REDUOTION NOW .PROPOSED. 

Proposed 
juma. 

8,796 

Total 
reduction. 

_ ,418 

Per centage of re
dut:tion upon the 

whole. 

• N. B. Whicb bas since been broken up' and: the ' Pe~tinJ1ah divided betweeu 
the &itool and Chin.dwa.ra district.. 
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• 3'32. It WIn be seeb' trom the annexed table that I propose' b~t A 
'SlIfalll'cd.t1ctlon in ilie ass~ssment as the present demand is very rea
!';onable, 1n fa~t no reductIOn would have been requjred on the whole but 
!or the eXd!u Ion of t he excess 'W'astes from the Malgoozllreee area the 
IUCOme derlvabl~ from these wastes will much more than counterbalance 
:the smailreductlOn now qu{)ted. 

Chuk rates. . 833. The chuk Tates Win be ~een from ~he 
table herewith appended. 

ASSESSMENT RATES. 

Chuks .and PeJ:g'Unnab. 

Cbul{ n. 
Chuk III. 

Past SettJe'lnen t. New Settlement. 

On Culti. On Mal- On Oulti- On Mal-
goozaree goozaree 

vatedarea. area. vatedarea. area. 

Rs, A, P. Rs. A. p, Re. A'lp, Rs. A. P. 

-:-;-;1-0 -;~~-;r 6 ~-;-; 
033 0 5 0 '310 3 

-r-;--:-----------I------ -io. _ --a. - - --

Per unnah ... o 3 6 0 1 B 0 3 6 O' 1 G 

334<. I should add that no rent rates have been applied to the third 
." 1'00 'Class of Tillages and for the following l·easoos. 'J'he 
"eot rates oot app 1 to 1 . 1 . G d . Cbuk Ill. CU tlvators are a moat entlrely on, a mlgratory 

race attached to DO particular 8pot and po se sing 
little aptitude for llgricu1ture. 'They are on1y kept to their villages by 
low rents and generally liberal treatment, consequently rents bear vel'Y 
little proportion to the relative value of the lund and vary in evert 
viUage. In point of fact the Malgoozars 301'0 glad to get what they can 
ont of their tenants irrespective of the intrinsic value of the land. It is 
t herefore almost impossible to dedue any average sy tem of r nts from 
e i ting payments, and I have thought it useless to fabricate a fictitio 
rent roll not based upon any foundati'on of fact. 1 bave been guided in 
as essing by past payments and {he present rent-roll, while plough and 
pr.)duce jumn.s have been applied as some guide to the resources of the 
villaO'o an the real value of the land, but in fact it is impracticable to 
fro m~ an a sessment upon these and I have accordingly attached but 
little weight to them. I may add t~t I adopted this system in assess
ing a precisely similar cw of villages i~ the Baitool dist'rict, and my 
assessments were generally approved of. 
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• f TALOOKA HURRAKQT • 

:iS5. Talooka Hurrakot comprises ill aU 44 villages, but ef these 

NlImber of villages. 

conferred. 

28 have been reserved from settlement as 'Walte
leaving 16 in whi?h Proprietary Right bas. been 

836. This tract Was formerly beld ill Jagbeer by Buboot ing one 
of the three hereditary priests of the Mahade() 

Formerly held in Jag. cave, but was c01lfiscated 0 -jng to reheUiM on 
heer. part of the said Bubaotsiong in ISO&' OwiDg to the 
revision of boundary line between the HoshanO'abad and Chindwara, 
districts the greater portion of the talooka has been transferreg to the· 
former district including all the- propr:ie,ary villages; there remain a 
f w waste villages to the south of'th& Mahadeo hiolls now taken into the-
:Boree teak ~'orest. . 

887. Like the other Ja",heer estates of this district tais was much 

Former 1Ie$lect. 
neglected and little ()(' n~thi.g was ever d91le to 
effect improvement; with 'he exception ho.wevel" 

of the villages now to be settled,. the wOOJe tract CQotlsists. of mount'ai,o. 
and jungle of the wilde t character with very little caltu.rable land; 
the villages now assessed occupy an open plain in tbe banks of the
Dajnw river and are further cu~ off from t~ Nerbudda nlley by a. line. 
of low hills .covered. with junl?le, the present popula\ion is vay poer. 
and though the land is good lD placeS: yet frOID defective caltivation the 
produce dCl'ived is much less than it might be. Mach improvement 
may be looked for durin'" the present settlement as the neighbouring 
valley ot the NelTbudda ail'ol1ds a reaay market for produce of all kiDds,. 
and cultivation will be stimulted. 

S3.8. The rent rates have been del'ived nom an aTelage Q£ the
Rent rat~ how dIldllced. actual e..nsting rates for different qualities o£ soi.h 

as under the peculiar circumstances of the b]ooka 
I have thought it desirable to make ·~he settlement 1108 light a.S possible, 

339. I give. a taDle of the rates applied. 

Description of Soil. 
Existing average 

Ass~drat~ rates . 

...... 
Rs. A. P. Rs. A. ,. 

Xalee 2nd class 0 7 6 0 12 0 
Moor nd •• () 6 6 0 8 0 
Khurdee ... 9 " 4t 0 6 0 
Retaree 0 2 9 0 4. () 

:Burdee 0 2 6 0 a- D 
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840. The assessment rates' or the past and pent sett amant Will 

• be seen from the foUowinO' table .0' 

Rates on area. of 

Settlement of 'Cultivation. . Malgoozaree. 

~ ____ ~~ ________ ~ __ ~I __ R_s_·~:I~A_.'~\_P_'1 

':I'; : { I 

Proposed ... o 
'0 1 0 

Q J 1. 

341. As this talookn is npw to be tran ferrea i'b ·thHo hun~
bud ai trict, its stnti tics hhve not boen inQhtded 

Trnnsferof tbls 14100k to • tli 't b) d 't f lr' d' , '1 the lIosbungabad district. 1Il e a u Me sta am/;!nt~ 0 t IS lstrlcL, but nt'e 
'recorded separately and wlll be found in ·the Ap-

pendix to t~is report. 
342. I nolV come 'to the n ~essIilent of the chub below the ..,.bats 

, .Assessment below tb. to which entirely different rutes \Vore applied from 
ghats, those adopted above the ghats. 

PE.RGUNN A.H PANDOORNAIl. 

343. ThisPergunn:lh ,compt'ises in all 88 villo.O'es, or these 2 have 
N mb of 'Ila ' been declared wa 1.0 and exclud 1 r m ctHl-lment. 

u er VI gcs. It forms a portion of the nre ent Sa!> ur 'fehsedl. 
i ~ , j ~ 

34 k 'fhis tract lies enti1'ely below the gl n.ts; iL ,is bOllnd~d o1;t 

G 
1,' " the north by, the-ghats and he jllDgly rl'!Llooka Qf 

enerJ,J u~g(}nptwn.. h • • 1 1 h -Amuurra, bclollgltlg to tha.. arne rl.ub!>C~, on t ~ 
east 1)), he }, obgaon Porguunah on the sonth by th Kalol 'l'chseeiee of 
the Nugporu district, and 011 the west by the rivel: Wllrc1a aMi Berar. 
It compl'i e3 a great variety of s ils and villll.g (J ~ varying from tho wcal
thie;3t to the poorest to be foond in the whole district. 

In describing the general features of the tr:wt I -will tit tbe , ~ame 
time explain the chuks which I have formed for p~lrposes of assessment. 

About tbe very centre stands the large town of l?ando9~nah. It h ' 
a very farge opuiation of all classe~, ruerc!lill tile, agt"ic~~\tul'al and la
boriug j it lie at one end of a I'ich ba~ill of blaok sU.liL i 'evio to pp~ 
tL:Jt I uave yet seen 'in the e Provinces: thc smt! b ',in, contains, about 
twenty' diff'el'ent villages mOre Ol' less possessed 'of a slmiJa.1' soil ~na 
imilll.l' facilities, ~nd the e I ha.ve furmJ.!d into my first a$ os meot chuk;. 

1'0 the north and east of tbis basin tb~ spurs of the maiu line Ot gwJ.ts 
begin to rille in irregular confusion out of the pla.in; the gha.ts here can 
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llardly be said to elist a.-; a defined range, merging as they do into the 
plain through innumerable spurs and undulations Tol~ing one over' 
another. 

Here then, as may be expected, great varieties of external feature are 
presented. Generally speakmg the soil is of a poor stony nature, and 
the population consists mostly of the inferior orders of agriculturists, 
but here and there, and especially on the borders of the open country 
tbere are some valleys with good soil well culti"ated, The villages so 
situated have been grouped into my second chuk, while the poor hill 

, villages have gone into the third chuk. Again to the south of the open 
basin, above referred to, there is a considerable tract of broken hilly 
ground. also presenting great varieties of external feature and agricultu
ral capabilities. Some villages there are possessing a certain extent of 
good open land, though the soil is more or less shallow, with a rocky 
sub-soil. Again otner villages are a mere collection of Gond huts, tbe soil 
light and stony, with a large area totally unculturable. These villages 
have been grouped into tbe second and third chuks respectively. 

345. The Pergunnah under report formed part of the ancient 
division of the Mahratta empire, known as Beogurh 
below the ghats, and like the rest of the Chind

wara district formed an integral part of the Nagpore State until A. D. 
1854. It came under our temporary management after the fall of Appa 
Sahib in 1818, and the task of settling the revenue then fell to CaptAin 
Gordon who was given the , char~e of the Nagpore district. The state 
of this part of the Chindwara dIstrict then difl.'ered materially ,from that 
of the parts above the ghats : owing to their open situation near the 
capital and at a comparative distance from the mountain haunts of the 
Gonds and other marauders, these villages, though no doubt at times 
harass d by the rn.ids of Pindarees n.nd other freebooters, were yet able 
on the whole to maintain themselves and did not fall into that state of 
desolation which I have before mentioned as prevailing above the ghats. 
]dr. Jenkins in his report on the Nagpore State mentions the tract of 
Deogurh below the g~ats as being a generally well populated and well 
cultivated country j the xuctions of the Mahrntta Government, how
ever, between the years 180$ ano 1807 had been pr tty universal, and 
this portion of the country was 110 exception to the rule. Captain Gor
don fOund the country very much o'\'er-assessea and consequently im
Doverished and he set him elf at once to the task of granting relief by 
a considerable abatement of the demand. Since then again the revenue 
ha gone on rising, though but little new land can have been taken up. 
and 80 high was the demand at the time of the annexation in 1 54 tlw.t 
a very large amount of reduction had to be given : since then howc\'er 
an ioorease has taken place at each ucceeding settlement, and the pre
sent demand is certainly very high if jndoed by the amount of the de
clared "nikasee" Which has formed the basis of all previous set
tlements. 

, PlISt history. 



79 t 
.. 

346. The chief, and .in fact only, town of any' size i~ thjs Per;un-
• la' •. nan IS that of Pandoornab, there IS no peculiar 

Resources popu tlOD ",c. 1 ~ t b 11 . , stap e manUlac ure, ut a ordinary trades are re-
presented, and there are several wea.lthy money dealers and Mahajuns. 
Town duties are collected :md n. town police forco maintained; there i!:! 
al '0 a large and accessible market for produce of all de criptions. The 
otber villages in the Pergunnah are almost purely ao-riculturo.l and but 
few of them are of any size; the mass of the population not immedi
ately engaged in tradtl seemS to have centred itself in the town of Pan
doornah alone. Besides the ready market here presented, thero is tho 
highway l~ading f~om Na~pore to Baitool and the Nerbndda valley, 
. and the nelghbourmg terntory of Berar ready to absorb any amount of 
produce, not t6 speak of the large t owns in the adjacent Nagpore dis
trict and those of Pergunnah Mohgaon, so that it may bc sajd that 
every possible facility exists in this respect. At present the roads are all 
but impassable in the rains, but it i~ to be hoped that in time some
thing will be done to establish permanent, means of communication. both 
with Baitool and N :;Igpore, and also with the l'est of tho Chindwara. 
district, from which at present it is somewhat isolated owing to inter
vening jungles and absence of any decent road. 

347. In the first group of villages the ao-riculturnl community 

A . ult 1 'ty consists almost entirely of Ma.brntta Koonboes. 
grlC urn commUDl. I th d th' d' f R . n e sec on g!'OUp ere IS an a mlXture 0 aJ~ 

pobtSJ Bhoyers und inferior castes, while in tbe third group the popula.
tion consists almost entirely of Gonds and a few low castes who live by 
labour and are found in almost every village. In some few villages 
Malees are found but not in any number. 'l'be general style of agri
culture, at lea t in the two first groups, is of a. very superior order to 
that of the parts of the distl'ict lying above tho ghats, much labour is 
expended on the proparation of the soil, all availablo manure is applied 
to the land, weeding is carefully gone through and in fa.ct the most is 
dOI).e to ecure a good crop. Thero is comparatively lit,tle irrigation 
however, whioh I can only account fOl' by ancient custom; what weIll! 
there are however are frequently turned to account to irrigate the ordi-
nary dry crops when suffering from drought. , 

348. I have said that the maj~l'ity of tho non-agriculturists hav~ 
centred themselves in Pandool'nnb. This system of 

Number of "illnges culti- centralisation has also been followed somewhat 
vntedPyekasbt. by the cultivators not only around Pandoorna, but 
also in some oth~r of the largel' villages; the consequenco is that a num
ber of villaO'es, comprisino- in somEl cases tho best land to be fou.d in 
the Pergun~ah arc, as it is termed, t, reeth" witbouthabitation and cul
tivated pyekasht ent' ely. By tho custom of the country no manure is 
allowed to go out ide the limits of the village where it is collected, a.nd 
consequently lands tilled pyokasht receive nO artificial , aid except in 
ca os where the cultivator builds a cattle shed on his land, solely with 

• 



thee view to. storing ~annre, ~!Ioin land held.by ~tekasbt cultivato~, 
is generally more or less at !l. dt. tanco from the resIdence of the culb- r 

va.t9r, who i. consequently unable to devote so much time to it, as he 
has to 'waste' so much 0 . it . daily on the road to and fro. ,rJ'ljis will ac
'count for the gl'eat disparity now existing in Pandoornah itself and other 
large villages, and those .in the immediate neighbourhood. 

849. The'staple crops in the nrst clal!s.villafi:es are jowaree,. cotton 
' eta 1 and toOl', the' latter belDg generally sown m rOWS 

Jl c crops., alternately with cotton. These two crops. occupy 
more ihan 'tbree-fourtlls of;tbe urea.. The breadth of laud uuaer ct>tton 
;has materially increased of lute ,years, 60 much so 'tbo.t the amount of 
.gl;ain growlI is 'said not to suffice 'for local consumption, and it ba.<; con
i3equcntly io bc impodetl from elsewbere. Gram, wbeat and 'linseed ure 
j30wn it;l. 'srn,<.U ,qll3Jnti ias I.lDd .chietly, for :the sake of I'otati ng'the crop. 
In the second c1a 's "illag' s geherally speaking 'Miure is less jOll'uree nnu 
,cotton, and more of the ruhee crops, wheat g'ram, mub-sool' and other', 
ll'his iR part-ly owin . to tb,e natul;e of the 'Soil nnd pnrtly to Inferior Hgr~
cq.Jture, al'l.the ruoee crops reqitire notbitfg beyond ploughing' the land ana 
sOlVing the seed, whereas the kbureef crops of cotton alHl jOI\'al'ee to be 
sucr.essfu l reqUlre a curtain HlY)Ount of manuring and a gond deal of s;ub-
equent labour in the \Yay of weeding an,d hoeing. In some of t be vil

lo"e bordet'ing on tne N a~pol'e I district the dy -plan t Al 01' Munllda is 
.c·I!tl'tivllted Lo 0,. certa;ll exten't. it is SOWD only by a tribe of)t~ljp ,) ots 
.oall rl Alkt'lI'ee, I and those all ·re -ide ill villa.ges in the I' u.gpore terri I IiI,);, 
.~ Itivil.ti'Ug I'yekasbt. 'I'he plant is three yp.urS in the ground aftel' 
IWhi 111 ·it its dug 'U:p wit'b gl'eo.t hlbd\lr, and the dye is 'extracted frotti he 
l"o.)ts. 

. In the thii'd cIa villages, the r,;bee ,and kureef crops ,6.re nbot:t 
e~~n.ny grown.' b.t:t f.~e s t.l'~C Of agriculture is yory inferior. \ What irri. 
gation til r 1,) ' cb: fly cqllhnea to tbet'l'rOwt.b of SllO'ar-cane Ilnd In 
some few vil1ag ' of veg tit'ble produce. Hardlv auy ~pium i; ('I'own. 
in other roWtM .the general mode of agricilltul'e is similar t o tbat pur
litian abOve tb'e g·hats. . 

350. Pr vio s'to a e smen I dividelJ. the villaO'es into clluks as 
, MS..'ll menL!!. 'l1.bUve tle::>cri bea according ·to na. ural quaIi6cfLtiolis. 

I tll n pt'oceeue'd to test, tile (tctu d rates of l' nt on 
eadh d~ cl'iption of 5'hi l !l."l shown by the kliu51'R" firil t ill sillcrle vil!!l.(' e. 
and then On the ,oM:I,:; of each ~rtlup. and the re,;ult "we m~ ~ "tandarJ 
tfI gllo i),):, rl'OlD 'vh,i\;h J de l~o .. d n 13r~I:lJt:it~d I:t' of 1'.;;'s b\lt t l~l]f'y rho
dlfi"d flom ·tho' HI. Iwtlla:l CXIStUnc8, 10.'klno nut only til the rrt-ell.n a /cr
. e but ~~l 0 to thu I i"l\; t relit i tmwailing rn cel·tain villa.-es, and which 
~~r to IlSSUI.llt) migl1't £I,. . ht>ld gOiid in vlUnge.) ,pos:essing ~l'mi1ar 
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. . 351. I appen d.. 3,. table of rates per ac re. 

'. 
• Chule I. Obule U. Chuk m . .. -

. ~ ! ri ! I i ! e e :! os .. 
DZ8C&Il'TION' 01' Sou. . • , · il 'i 'i 'i 

! 'i 
~ .J 

u ~ 'J " 
~' 'i ~ A I 

\ ' Rt. A. P. ,Ra. A.P. 

~r 
Re. A.P. Rs. ~:,~ A.lP'. 

- ' - ----1- - . 
KA.lee, 1st Class· ••• ..~ t •• 2' 1 7 2 f2 0 o IS 2 1 12 0 1 4. 0 1 o 0 

Do. 2nd do. ... ... , .. 2 S 7 , 2. 4 0 o 15
1

5 1 8 0 0 7 6 0 12 0 

Moorulld ... ... , .. ... 1 S 6 1 8 0 0 

T 
1 o 0 0 6 4 0 8 0 

Khurdee ... ... ... '" 0 811 o 12 0 0 7 0 0 8 0 0 4. S 0 6. 0 

Ra.etaree .. , ... ... . .. 0 01 0 o 10 0 0 

:, : 0 6 0 0 S 0 0 II 0 

Burdee ... ... .. . .. , 0 9d 0 10 0 0 0 4 0 0 3 5 0 II 0 

. On all,irrigated land I have assumed a rate of Rupees 5 \vhiah is 
10 about the propel' proportion to the dry land rn.tes. 

352. The above represent my assumed rates which ar~ partly 
founded, on existing one~; but while my highest rate is Rupees 2-12-0, 
there are some lands payinO' nearly Rupees 4 per acre, and simiJal'ly in 
the second chuk, while the highest assumed rate is Rupee 1-12-0 there 
ar:e lands paying as much as Rupees 2-12-0 per acre ~d so OD. 

353. I n applying these rates I have ,found the result to vary ex-
I -"t f th . • ceedingly even in adjacent vlllages possessing 
nequauy 0 e elllS..- 1 "1 "1' i' tI 't t ing ratllB. apparent y a very 81II1} ar SOl, lD 1ac am Cjm e a 

. a loss to account for the very great diff, renee ex· 
isting in the present rates between states immediately ao-ter:tninou • . 
I can only put it down to the want of all previous mea urement , or 
knowledge of are~ on the part of the p~ople a1ld ancient eu~tom which 
has been followed from father to SOll, a.lth~ugh during the ~a1vatta 
GoverJlment rents were regularly revised more or Jess at each "triennial 
settlement. I have Gonfidence in ,the acc.\lracY of' my measurements, 
,stm in aSse sing I Itave found it impossihle to go simply on my rates. 
fair as I consider them and based on existing rents, out I have proy~ed
ed in a. more general manner as follows :- . 



.. 
354: 1 have said before that under the Maharaita Government, 

rents were always kept up to meet the pressure 
of the Government demand; for the last ten years 

however this has nob been the case, ' and the great rise in the value of 
I produce has greatly .enhanced the value of land j however temporary 

this pre ent state of prices may be, at least as regards cotton, there is 
but little chance I think, seeing the manner iu whi.ch communications 
are being opened up throughout tbe count) ,that. prices will-ever revert 
to their form (1r low sLandard. I assumed therefore that a decided rise 
in rents may be looked for, and I was given to understand that rents 
were being I'aiseu in the adjac(,!nt parts of the Nagpore district, I have 
therefore assumed, to begin with, that a decided incl'ea e may be looked 
for in tbe rent-rolls. If this were all however, and if assuming tbat the 
rentlll would r ise even 26 per cent, a balf asset ass ssment would very 
con iderabJy lower tbe rev nue, Be ides such a proceeding would be 
indiscriminate and bellr no relation to the capacities of individual 
estates, I bave mel'ely ac;umcd the rise in rents as a reason for not 
givtn"" auy geu ral and mdlscl'iminnte reduction, I have said that the 
pr ent rates vary exceediugly. I have accordiugly taken up villageEl 
by grour~, similar as fllr a possible in ,Jl circumstances. I have taken. 
tbe g nenl rate on Clultivntion in each, and ha.ve thus arrived at a sort. 
of standard to wbich all might I think be made to conform; thc ra.te 
on cultiva.tion as oppo d to rate on ench kind of soil may be the 
better resorted to bere, as the value of the soil depends not 50 muuh.on 
its intl'in i.c quality a on tbe mode of cultivation, viz ploughiog, manu
ring and w euing; iu this re pect tbe agriculture of thi portion of the 
di trict va.ri s immen ely from thnt of the portions ituate above the 
gbat , and a diffel'ellt method of a. se, ~ment may be resorted to. Thus 
then a uminO' tondard rate, 10l,king to my d duced rates and tbe 
reut-roll with i t prospects of increa e, I have endeavoured to equalize 
the demnnd, 'iving relief where it seemed wanted and enhancin'" tue 
demand wbere I tbou".ht t.he circum tlluces fully warranted it, "'Tbat 
pre ent rent are low as compllred with the value of the produce is, I 
think, shown by m produce jum, which are immen 'ely in excess of the 
estimat b ra.t ,but whIch in fact are founded. upon a \'ery moderate 
estima.te of productiven s. in many cases fl'om the "tll.tements of the 
people them lve I aud I have taken the average of tbe market prices 
for tbe last ien yea"s, l'h se estima Ivere in the first instance 
kameq. for the Mohgaon Pergunnab, where existing rates are rather 
hi her, but tb soil in poin of fact is intl'in ically inferior, and I could 
not therefore assume a. less ratio of produotiveness in thi case, 

Rates as they were, 

e!S5. I append a table of m rates for the chief articles of pro-
Produc rites. duc~ of the Khul'eef crops, the value depends so 

ntirely on the m diI f cultivation tbat I have 
taken one tAndard fOI' all oils ulike of ve""etables, two or more crops 
being rai ed in the year, I Assumed a value double that or Sugar, 
Rupees 12. 

• 
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Crop. Produce per acre. 
Value. Rate. 

Rs. A. P. Rs. A. P. 
- -.----- -

Khureef· 

Cotton 80 seers kupas or 401bs. 
clean cotton 8 0 0 1 6 0 

Jowaree 2 Khundies 10 0 0 i 12 0 

Toor 160Seers 6 12 0 1 4 0 

Oorud 1 Khundie \1 7 o 0 1 3 0 

Tilee .. 20 Kooros 10 , o 0 1 10 0 

Moong 1 Kundie 5 o 0 0 14 0 

Arundee 15 Kooros 6 o 0 1 o 0 

Rubee. 

Wheat in Kalee 2 Khundies 14 6 0 2 8 0 

Do. in Moorund •• 25 Kooros 9 1 0 1 8 0 

Gram 2 Khundies .. 14 6 0 2 8 0 

Alsee 1 Khundie 11 0 0 1 4 0 

Mahsoor in Kalee 2 Khundies 14 12 0 2 8 0 

Do. in Moorund . .. 30 Kooros 11 1 0 1 14 0 

Teors. or Lakh a!> Mahsoor 0 o 0 0 o 0 

Koosum 2 Maunds 8 10 0 7 7 ·0 . 
Mi,cella.neou,. 

Sugar-cane 1 Khundie of Goor 85 0 0 6 0 0 
. • 

Opium 23 0 0 a 8 0 

Al or Dye plant 28 o 0 1 8 4) 

• 
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366. THese are but rough estimates but tliily are a}5proximatbl'y 
, correct and at any rate do not exceed the aver9.ge 

Estimatos only approli- production; still the rates give a result immense
mate. ly over fl"hat of reat rates, and are useless for pur
po es of aSSessXi1eht'. In the second chuk villages I have taken two-thirds of 
the above rates, and in the third chuk one-balf. , ' , 

357. This Pergunnah like other parts of the district has always 
b' b been highly assessed, and eyen though we may 

Former assessment .g. look for som.e rise in rents, still if anything like a 
bal~ asset settlement is now to bi made, Ii reduction must take~ "plate 
in the Government demand;, on the whQle therefore I am proposing a 
reductipn though not to any great extent, as the people generally are 
well off, and the present assessment tbol1gh high is not oppressively' o~ 
The present jumas vary from 80 to nearly 90 p.,er cent. upon the tota~ 
nikasee, allowing rents to rise 25 -per cent, which is the very utmost that 
can be ,expected in , any case; supposing this rie;e to take place equally 
over the whole, a settlement at half aselets' would entail a reduction of 
~t lejlSt 15 p r cent and in some cases even of more. 

868. The amount of the revenue for the £rst year on record was 
Rupees 24,679, Qut much reliance cannot be placed 
on the recorded jumas of those times, as they were 

frequently o1\ly collcted in part, the amount so collected varying each 
year of n. settlement. 'At the annExatioh of the country the amount 
W$8 Rup~es 30,391 wbich at the, ne:x.t settlement under our rule ",as 
1je(iuged to Rupees 26,281, and my pr,esent proposals COnie to Rupees 
24.4 5, whicp. ~vcs a totall'eduction of abolit 7 per cent. on- th~ whole. 

369. The following is the table of rates. 

~v puc' of pAtt y6.r8. 

I,t&tc~. ---L-__ ~~~ __________________________________ ~ __ ~ 

Chu)t II. 

04uk III. 

j Pergullnah 

• 

ASSESSMENT RA'TE~. 

Past Settlilln~nt. New Settlement. 

On Culti- J On M~l- On CUlti- On Mai-

vation. ~oozaree. vation.. . gbazal'ee. 

i:---..... :t P
g 
~· I: p~~ 'f: P~ ~~":2 p~ 

• I 

o 0 4 9 0 6 6 O. 4 6 

o 024 040 020 
, . 1-1--1-----------

093066086~60 
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360. The Plough jumas have been deduced fr m an 'average 0' the 

Ploagh jOlllll. rent rates o~ the assllmption that one plough • 
ought to cultlvate 20 acres of land, and the cal

culation is as follows :-

Chuk I. per plough ...... ..................... Rs. 19. 
Chuk II. 

" . .....•• "" • • • • • • • • • • • • " 12. 
Chuk 1I1. ., • ••• .... ~..... ....•.•••••• t, 6, 

ComparaUyC \able of rates. 361. The highest and lowest rates of anyone 
village in this Pergunn~h are :-

\ 
ARJtA 

On Cultivation •• •• 

On Malgoozaree . , ... 

lIighest rates. 

Rs: A. P. 

-r---
I 9 6 

1 8 8 

PERGUNNAH MOHGAON. 

Lowest rates. 

Rs. A. P. 
----

0 1 9 

0 1 0 

862. This is the richest of all the Pergunnahs in the district, 
. the be t populated at;ld the best cultivated. It 

contains in all 177 vill:tges, of these two are held 
on moknsa. and twenty-eight in mukta tenure, while sixteen have been 
reserved from assessment as waste; this leaves a balance of 131 vil-

No. of villages. 

lages DOW assessed. . 
868. The Pergunnah is bonnded on the north by the line of ghats 

D . t' ' which separate it from the Balaghat , or upper 
eaenp Ion. country of the Chindwara district; some few of 

its villa.ges are situate amid the jungles of tbe gbats. To tho east the 
Pergunnah is bounded by spurs of the mrun line of ghats which as it 
were form the basis of the Khumarpanee Pergunnah. which is also above 
the ghats but a somewhat lower level; westwards the Pergunnah mer
ges without any definite line of demarcation into the PandQol1lah Per
gunnah; to the south it is separated from the Nagpore district bI '. 
tolerably well defined line of rocky hills. The central portion oUhe 
Pergunnah may be described as a. tolerably level basin drained by the 
river Kunhan. and one of its chief tributaries the Jam which flows 
from the direction of Pandoornah; it hI¥! been proposed by the Chief 
Oommi9lioner to form this basin into a vast tank by dammin~ up 
the Kunban where it escapes at thQ south-eastern corner of the district 
through a narrow pus between the hills of Khumarpm8e and Of 
Nagpore. A. above described this basin is abut in On three sidet by 
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hig~ billa; it i.e furtl er intersected in several pla.cea by lines of, hill, 
and to the weatward also it merges into high bro~en ~ound formed by , 
spurs from the ghats which bere trend a long way to the 80 uthWaM. 
Almost tht> whole of this basin is now under cultivation chiefly with 
the Khureef crop, cotton, jowaree a.ud toor being the great staples. 

364. I have formed the tract in: three chuks for purposes of as

~entcbob, 
Itaament. The first comprises all the v-iUages oc
cupying the main portion of the basin .above de

scribed; the second comprises the villaO'es lying )n unfavorable situa
tions among the broken ground bordering upon the surrounding hills, 
and the third chuk compr' es all those villages actua11y situated in the 
jungles and al 0 some of the poorer ones on the borders of the open 
country. 

366. The villages;n the first cla.ss are -almo t entirely under cuI-
Detalla f Cbub tiva.tion; they POSSC8S generally .a. level surface but 

o , the quality of the oil varies very much; more how-
ever depends upon the mode of cultintion and the labour expended 
upon tbe soil than upon the intrinsic quali y of the soil itself; thus by 
means o( manure and caTeful husbandry ome apparcntly very poor soils 
are made to yi Id excellent crops of cotton, jowaree and toor. Compa
ratively little of the soil is adapted to the growth of rubee crops and 
these are Dot held in much account, Irrigation is not much resor ted to 
except in a ~ w villages where thi style of cultivation is carried t«) the 
greatest perf, cion; generally speaking much improvement might be 
effected in .thi l'e pect, but just now the cultivators are so intent on 
growing cotton that they pay li tt1e attention the sub:ject of irrigation; 
the second chuk of villages ha ~ ROme\ hat r;imilal' but rather poorer 
soil; the crop rai ed and mode of cu'ltivation are also very similar; 
much af the land .in these village is cultiva.ted Pyekasht from the 1al'8" 

r village of the fir t cia 8: land so cultrvated toses the benefits of 
manure, as by local custom manur may not be removed from the village 
wbere it is formed, The third cIa s villaO'es presen a. gr-eat variety of 
feature arl pos ess almo t every kind -of oil" but the cultivators are 
chieBy Gonds and but inferior crop arenised. ' 

366. The 'IDa s of the cultivator in the two fi t dasses of villages 
.. . It I ! b long to th Kooub e caste .and speak the Ma.h-
Agneo ora oommoll ly, I hal ' 1 ~ , l'atta. anD'uage; t ere are 0 l'Il P aoes ~ lew R33-

poots, and on tb borders of the Pandool'llab Pergunnah th re are seme 
large villag s of Dho ers ; the lar·>' town of ~~ohgaon and Lodeekhera 
p~lesS alar e mixed population of all ca te and trades; the latter 
town is e pecially famed for the produce of its looms, and for its brass 
and copper manufaotul'e$. The mao of the cultivators must be pro
nounced to be well off; the last few yc r e pooially 3S high prices have 
raised many of them to a state of independance never before known by 
them, but SO improvid'3ut Dre th~y in their habits that should a sudden 
~vulaion in prices take place they will sink .. lUeld.my as taey .aYe 
.... Jl. 

( 



867.· IiegordiDg mr mode of ~.ot .J the groandt u~ 
'" Aaeesmellt Bimi~ to whIch I have based my proposa.ls, I would refer to 
that of Pergannah Pan- 'my remarks on tho Pandoornb.h Pcrgunnah, which 

.4Ioonah. contains -briefly all I have 110 say on the subject. 
868. J here append a table showing the actual average rents as 

deduced from the K-husras, and the assumed rates 
Average rtDtI ate~iatiug that I have framed from 'them. 

• Cault r. Cnult II. CIIl1J[ tn . 

., t ., ., 
oS :S oS 

j a- s , 
.0 0 
.t: O!: 

J)uoIUl'Tl0Jl r 'SoIl •• 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
II 1 l~ 'i 'is 

, i t:3 ~ -i t:3 ~ ll,.Q 
' 1=1 \ ,>41 A .i ~1:4 , 

I-,.....,.~---.--:-

.~ ;_ . RI.iAI1· Rs.A.P. Rs.A.P"RS'r,.!P.Rs.A:P. Rs. A.P. . -- - - . --1- I-f--I-r--= 
Imgated land.... .... .. .......... ..... ........ 0. .0, 0 6 0 0 0 0 ( 5 O.() 0 0 0 5 0 0 

RaJee 1st C1us.............. .. ............... S 1°19 S 12 0 0 15 S 1 8 0 0 10 1 1 0 · 0 

Xalee 2nd Class....... .. ............ .. .. ..... 2 4 0 S. 0 0 1 1 0 1 4 0 0 10 0 1 0 0 

Moorund............... ................. .. .... '1 sr 1 12 0 0 13 '9 1 0 0 0 'S '1 0 8 0 

Khurdee.......................... . .. ... .. .. .. . 0 14 1 1 0 0 0 9 S 0 8 0 0 S 4 0 8 0 

Railaree ........................... ..... .. ..... -0 9? 0 12 0 0 '6'10 0 8 0 0 5 2 0 6 0 . , 
Bnrdee .... ..... . .. _ .... .. .... :....... ... ....... 0 8 9 0 10 C 0 5, 4 0 4 0 0 2 1 0 2 -0 

369. The Pergunnah or deduced rates have been actually worked 
out from th~ rents paid by different soils as entered in the columns of 
Khusra, and the assumed rates have been framed par-tly with a view to 
the 'highes't rabes actually existing 'in some villages and .partly on the 
supposition that rents admit of a certain increase. 

370. The Produce estimates are precisely the same as were applied 
od' to the Pandoornah Fer-gunnah, as also the esti; 

Pr nee estimates. -mates by Ploughs; the former are based on the 
most moderate calculations of the produotiveness of the severdl orops, 
'but they will-be found to be much in excess ·of my rates upon soils; the 
latter however have been my chief guide in assessing, as 1 deem it ~uite 
impracticable to \lase proposals upon 1 caloulations of supposed produc
tiveness, which at best can only be approximately true, aud form no true 
teat of what land caD pay for a 8uOGesaion of rear. ir.respective of tb~ 
accidents of le88onl. 1 

• 



I. 
eo • 88 

. . 
371: As regards prospects of improvement, the village of the first 

J't til . chuk are almost entirely nnder Qultivation, and so 
~ ure prCllJ* • no extension of the cultivated area can be looked 

for, more irrigation might be introduced but at present the cultivators 
are more intent on growing cotton than any thing else and do not care 
to sink their money in wells. In ~he second group of villages there is 
much room for improvement, at ]resent many of them are uninhabited 
and the land is cultivated pyekasht which render rents lower than they 
might be with a resident populatIOn there is also a considerable extent 
of culturable waste; this is owing ' partly to want of popula.tion and to 
the neighbourhood of jungles whioh reader the profits of agriculture very 
precario~s, owing to the 0 incursions of wild animals which both devour 
a prQPortion of the crop a.nd entail a considerable expense for watching. 
In the third cIa s villages I can look for no great improvement. as the 
unhealthiness of the climate and the scarcity of water aaded to the dread 
of wild animals form an effectual bar to the introduction of a better class 
of cultivators, and as long as Gonds form the mass of the population the 
culti!ation of the soil will never reach any perfection. 

372. Th total present revenue. including mukta or quit-rent 
'It. ttled villages, is Rupees 70,695, and my revised &'>Sess-
~",\venue 1\8 DOW se. . t I f R 66 405 b . ments give a to a 0 upees , , emg a re-

duction of Rupees 4,290 or about 6 per cent upon the whole. 

Table of ~tes. 

• Chuk lI. 

Chqk 111. 

Pergunnah ... 

373. The following is the table ohates sh,ow
iog past and pre ent settlements. 

ASS:&SSMENT RATES. 

Past Settlement. New Settle'Dlent. 

On Culti- On Mal- On Culti. On Mal-

vation. goozaree. vation. goozaree. 

Rs. A. f. ~I~ P. 

1 010 0 1311 0 16 ~ 0 13 0 

0 0 5 9 0 7 6 0 5 6 

0 0 2 1 o 40 

*~~ ~I~ .~. 0 9 3 9 0 8 ~ 

e 
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374. The highest aqd lowest rates of an,. 

"gunnallwill be seeu from the following table. 

1
1
'1 • 'ho, 

one VI age)n t 18 

REVENUE RATES. 

- Highest rates. ' Lowest rates, 

Rs. A. P. 
----~--~------.----~~~-----

Rs. · ~J_~ 

On iJwtiva.tioil 
, \. 

On Malgooz~ree 

2 

1 

' 0 

12 

TALOOKA: AMBARRA. 

0 ' 

S 

o 

o 

1 

o 
1 

375. 'This is a s~al1 Talook subordinate hithe!to to Pergunn~h 
Mobgaon. .It lies partly above and partly below 
the ghats'wbich at this point are very straggling 
and irregular in tbeir formation. It comprises 
in all 64 villages; of tbese 20 villages have been 

Situation. ' 

No. of villages. 

exclu~ed from settlement as being totally waste. 
. 87€}. Previous to the annexation of the country the whole Talooka 

. t was held as II. single mukta tenure, and formed an 
• ,loS nure, , appanage of the Rajah of Nagpore; since then it 

has been held in Malgoozaree by Janojee Rajah wjth whom three several 
settlements bave been made for each village. The enquiry into pro
prietary right has resulted in the recognition of the Claims in some 
instances of Theekadars of long standing who have 'been declared 
under-proprietors j in the greater number of cases however proprietary 
right has been, conferred on Janojee;Raj~h ' : the latter has never ex
ercised any interest in these villages beyond receiving t~e reJ:lts, ·he is 
an absentee and bolds none of the land in his own hands: hence the 
tenants generally have been left very much to their own resources and 
these being, very limite<llittl9 has been done to effect ,improvements. 

377. In assessing ' these villages I haV'e followed the principle 
Htthod of aaeeisment. pursued by ~he in rbegard to 0l~~der GloD~ hProPdertie. ; 

no rent rates ave een app Ie ; p oug an pro-
d!lC8 rates have been adopted from. those applied to the third Chuk • ~f 
Vlllages of the Pandoornah Pergunnah. The present assessment IS 

high as compared with the assetfi and the value of many of the e~tates 
has heen curtailed by the demarcation of waste lands, I have accordingly 
proposed wJlat I consider a fair reducti~n. in the dema,nd the more 80 
that I canoot look fonra.r~ to any vet'Y great improTement beyond 
what the rlSe in the valu.e of land generall, must eWect. I 

• 
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• 378. Append d is the table of rates, the latter as will be l'eDWk
ed fall e.ttl'emel7 low, but it could not be other,., 
\Vise in 130 wild and poor a tract. Bate •• 

Assessment rates on area of. 

On revenue of asses.sed illage Cultiva.tion. Malgooza.ree. 

Rs. A. P. Rs. A. I P. 

-; -;-~ ---; -1 1-6 Past settlement •• •• 

Proposed ettlement •• o 2 6 OllIs 
879. The highe t and lowest rates of anyone village of this Ta-

look are as follow. . -
Revenue rates. 

c. 

ARE~ OE'. Highest rates. Lowest rate~. 

) 

Rs. I A. P. R~. A. P. 
-- ----

Cultivation ... ... ... . .. . .. 0 ]3 4 0 0 9 

Malgoozaree ... .. . ... ... ... 0 5 0 0 0 6 

~80. I have thu briefi endeavoured to illustrate the 1'inci Ie .Y . P P s 
upon which my assessments bave been based with-

Principl of tbe • out entering into needless details, and I trust I 
menl. b d d . . 'd f th ave succee e ill conveYIng some 1 ea 0 e 
country and its natural re ources. . 

381. Th district is now beginning to recover from the effects of 
former misgovernment and over- . essment. Culti
vation has noW been carrit'd to that extent that 

110 g1:eat improvement can b~ looked for except by means of extended 
irrigation, which must be a work of time fo tered by a light and equita
ble l1ettlement; until within the last .ten years rents have ever been 
subjected to periodical adjustment which has kept them high. t 'he last 
settlements were made about 80 per cent · ()f tlt~ asse.ts, anI! ulad~r the 

GeMral reflections. 



,. 91 J 
liberal policy now adopted towards the landholder "reduction 0' the 

• 'Gov.ernment demand has been rendered imperative, but in judging of • 
the amount of reduction to be so give;n I have taken into consideration 
tbe flnbanced value of produce and the probable improvements that 
will be effected. during a settlement of thirty years duration. 

382. I am aware that it is thought that in this, as well as in other 
districts, of the Central Provinces the land yields 

Land revenue apparently • very little revenue for its ~apabilities, and this is 
very small. certainly true to a certain extent. Still existing 
facts cannot be overcome and a settlement to be worth anything must 
be founded on facts and not on mere suppositions. It would not be honest 
to assume a certain rental as possible withont any prospect of its ever 
reaching to that~mount. Such a procedure would be to render a half 
asset settle~ent a mere farce. As we have mt\de a profession of liberal 
principles we must be content to make a conesponding sacrifice of 
l~Venue. 

\ . 
383. The following table snows the' fluctuations ofthe revenue. 

Revenues of 

Name of PergunDllbs. Average or 
period of 5 In 
ears ending 1864 Present. 

1861. 

iiobkbai1" 35,440 37,088 33,393 
Cbol',Ye 29,874 32,157 28,027 
Cbindwara 22,388 2+,074 20,726 
Amurwara.,- 18,068 20,304 17,818 
Oomrait 16,133 16,501 14,894 
Assair 8,37 1 9,214 8,796 
Talooka Hurrakot 442 442 552 

------ ----- -----
Total.. .... 1,30,716 1,39,780 ] ,24,206 

-.------------
Paudoornah 2~,690 26.281 24·,4M 
Mohgaon 72,220 70,714 6G,4~5 
Talooka Ambat:ra. 1,067 1,370 ] ,189 
Khumarpauee 6,675 7,178 6,637 

------- ------
.Total •• ~. 104,652 105,543 . g'$,716 

2,~5.368 2,45,323 ?,22,922 
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. '384. ~ . also append a table .showing the entire rent· roll, or the dis-

e o 

• triet previous to settlement, and that as re~orded after adJustment of ' 
rents, it. both cases the rent of the leW land 18 included. 

Rent :roll. 

Pergunnah. ~Previous After set
to settle-

Mohkhair 
Ohorye 
Chiodwara 
Amurwara •• 
Oomrait 
Assair 
'l'alooka Hllfrakot 

Mohgaon •• 
Talooka Ambarra 
Pandoornah 
Khumarpanee 

•• 

.. 

ment. tlement. 

49.392 62,874 
39,699 42,833 
30,764 33,127 
26,797 . 27,466 
22,028 22,754 
12,920 14.574 

730 744 
--------

Total ...... 1,82,330 1,94,372 
---- ----

87,221 96.020 
2,007 2,253 

32,156 32,603 
9,903 10,100 

.. -------
Total 1,81,287 1,40;976 

G",nd Total .... 13,13,617 1 3.35.848 

-----------------------------------~------~------
385. All the aSBes ments have heeR reported in the form prescrib-

ed by :tho ttlement Commi&ioner, these state-
Form in which assess· ments are submitted along with this report They 

lIleDta were reported. • h . 
have upplied t e pla"e of the statement No. 11 as 

it {Vas termed in which the assessments of the North Western Provinces 
were reported. The variou columns speak for themselves and requu:e 
but little further notioe. 

386. The items of area include the waste lands which have been 

Waste land arM. excluded from the Eettlement but where )&Dd has 
been so reserved the extent of it is en~red in the 

column of remarks. 




