The Patel or head man.
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RECORD OF RIGHT. .
169, The formeg landed tenures existing in this part of India are

WAL

Hormer laaded tenures. 31 ow what the system was under the Maharatta

rulers at the commencement of the present century. The system then
briefly was as follows. el 0 A

somewhat involved in obscurity, but we at least

170. At the head of every village was the Patel or headman who

had to pay the total Government demand upon
the village and who in turn drew the rents from
and made terms with, the cultivators or tenants.

171.  Originally there can be no douliti that the office of Patel
A " was not hereditary. He was a mere '‘Government
e spiof oty - nomines holding h)i's place at the will of the Soo-
bah or Koomaisdar by whatever term the chief revenue authority of the
Pergnnnah might be distinguished. In theory
: ‘the Patel received a remuneration of 15 per cent
upon the total collections of the village, but as he had out of this to
defray all the village expenses of a miscellaneous character ineurred at
festivals and other occasions and to provide the pay of the Putwaree
and Kotwal or village drudge, besides making good deficiences on the
part of tenants and having to submit not unfrequently to extra calls of

His status.

‘revenue technically termed Putees or “ Burguns” according as the

necessities of the Government required, it not seldom came to pass
that the share of the Patel came to very little if anything at. all. < The
latter however found his account in the important social distinction
which his office conferred on him, combined as i was with certain petty
magisterial powers, and by his being enabled in virtue of his position
to take the best of the land into his own hands to cultivate and he was
always enabled to assess it on favorable terms as compared with the

lands held by the tenantry.
% 172. We have no exact means of knowing how the Patel as

described above came to merge into the Malgoo-4., |

Afterwards assumed s g7, possessing a certain hereditary interest in the

g village, but some such change did work itself

even under the Maharatta Government. :

'173. True it is that villages were often most arbitrarily taken

- away from the Malgoozar and given into other

W ¥ights 1 ands or in some cases the village was actual] ?lﬁ

SO 0 L ~ up as it were to auction and sold to the highes
bidder, but still in theory the right of a son to succeed his father in the

management of the village was to a certain extent uocwudmm o
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¢ acted on. That is to say he was held to have a prior right provided
]txe 1;1; willing to pay the utmost revenue that any outsider was willing
o offer. :

174. There are now many villages in the district, especially above

i the ghats where the right of occupancy of the

h%‘:n ;gg:mmm‘ village and payment of the Government revenue

nerations. : together with the management of the village con-

: cerns and the appropriation of the waste lands

and so forth, have descended in the same family for several genmerations,

and in these cases it is clear that an indefeasible hereditary right has
been allowed to grow up.

175. But under the Mahratta party the claims of a son to succeed
to the Patelship previously enjoyed by the father
M’Eflm isa matter of suf-  were not recognized as _a matter of right, but only
7 of sufferance and provided that no loss accrued to
the State thereby.

176. Thus then we see that originally the headman of the village
oy was a mere Governmenf nominee who acted as
_ Former mode of Assess- the Agent of the Government for collecting the
o rents from the tenantry, himself receiving a cer-
tain percentage on these collections for his trouble and risk. The said
collections were fixed annually by the Pergunnah revenue officials by
calculations, based partly upon the collections of the previous year
viewing the amount of new land brought under cultivation or of land
falling out of cultivation, and partly upon the requirements of the Gov-
ernment as framed in the annual Tjmailee or estimate prepared at Nag-
pore, and this latter doubtless had as much or more to do in determin-
ing the amount of the collections than the actual worth of the land or
the ability of the people to pay.

177. Even after the annual settlement of the revenue, extra cesses

i termed Puttees or Burguns as above mentioned

- were frequently imposed on the Patels and had to

be made good by them out of the unfortunate cultivators. The total

amount of the enhancement being distributed over them by a bch or
rate in proportion to the amount of their regular assessment.

178. In process of time the Patel’s office began to assume some-

s e thing of an hereditary character, a certain portion

Patel's office becomes he-  of land (answering to the present seer or Jot Mal-

| i . goozaree as it is termed) came to be attached as

an appanage of the office, and from its being rated with less than its

due share of the total village burden the place began to be more valu-
able to the holder of it.

© 179. And thus matters went on : frequently as might be expected

. . either from failure of heirs, from resignations con-

el avuiien o1 thia ghuags, - - sequent on over exaction from the wish of the Per-

- guonah Oficer to favor his friends, or from other such like causes, villages
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’ zaaod into new hands, but in many cases on the death of a Patel *
is son would sueceed to his office and the profits would come to be di=
vided among the other collaterals who would be entitled by the hmx ;
inheritance to be termed his heirs. Butas proved by the histories of
several villages in which the Malgoozaree occupancy has been trans-
mitted for several generations in succession, such cotvhterals would ge-
nerally be provided for by land held in tenancy only but at more favor-
able rates than those enjoyed by the other tenants, and in process of '
time land so held has come to be regarded as forming a distinct * Putee”
or share of the whole estate. 8

180. Thus arose the Malgoozaree tenure as we found it existing
at the annexation of the country. The general
tenure is very simple being that of pure Zemin-
daree; a village or villages being held in common by ore or more mem-
bers of a family having all things in common saving perhaps the seer
land which might be held by ancient and ancestral custom. = ‘Thus rents
levied from the cultivators would go to defray the Gevernment revenue
and the village expenses ; the balance if any would be divided among
the various shareholders according to the fractional interest that each
might possess as divided by inheritance or otherwise.

The Malgoozaree tenure.

. 18L. The law of primogeniture, as we understand it, is not known

e to the i{indoos but practically it is very often car-
o ried out as regards the tenure of land with a view -
to avoid the too great subdivision of an estate, and the consequent loss
of importance of the family : hence it frequently happens that by a
mutual understanding relatives drop into the position of tenants on
easy terms while the Malgoozaree functions have been reserved to the
immediate heads of the family. This is more especially the case in
the Jagheer estates of which I shall make mention elsewhere.

182. Such is the general form of tenure throughont the district ;
S some few cases there are of Puteedaree estates
! ol which have been for several generations in the

same family and have now come to be divided into a number of sef
rate shares or Putees. The tenure is on this wise ; the seer land is held
according to rights derived from inheritance, each succeeding generatione
seeing a further sub-division of each Putee. If there be any tenant land,
the holders of it pay rent to the head of the Putee in which their hold-
ing may be included. The government revenue is assessed on the whole
village in a lump sum and is paid by the Lumberdar or Sudder Malgoo-
“zar as he is here termed. The apportionment of this upon the several

shares is as follows :—Hach Putee represents a certain fraction of the
whole estate and has to pay its quota of the revenue - ngly and
Putee in accordance with the interest of each in the same.

!
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« 183, In the settlement of all these cases care has been taken to'
_ ~ leave all rights and interests in the same position
o&wm‘m“‘“ in which they have been transmitted by ancient
R ' -custom and no redistribution of lands, seer or other-
mhas been made except at the instance of the parties concerned.
When the latter were at issue as regards matters of fact, a judicial deci-
sion was necessarily called for, but in such cases as far as possible re-
course has been had to arbitration, such a solutien being the one most
likely to be acquiesced in by the parties. ,
.+ 184. Proprietary Right has now been conferred (or it might be
' _ more correct to say recognised) on the terms laid
m‘\h‘:ﬂ of Proprietary  down in the selections forming the Settlement
Jaaad Code ; the object as therein expressed being to
“ maintain fixed rights and interests in whatsoever form they may have
%ﬁovm up and to avoid all speculative interference with the same.”
otices were issued in every village calling upon all claimants to come
forward &ind prefer their claims within a certain fixed period ; at the
__expiration of that time the actual occupant of the village was called up
“and examined as to his length of tenure and so forth ; should no adverse
claim have been preferred his title to Proprietary Right was recorded ;
due care being had to record the rights of all collaterals who might be
found entitled to share in the village profits. And the title to these
rights was based not upon the Law of Inheritance only but upon actual
possession as proved by evidence, the object being not to create new
‘ri'grto ‘existing in theory only but simply to confirm past possession in
tsoever form it might have existed.

«

ke

>

185. Shares were thus conferred in Proprietary Right, the whole.
SRR estate being represented by the rupee and the
_ " several shares indicated by annas and occasionally

even by pies or fractions of pies. Where claims were put forward by
persons not in possession the same had to be carefully enquired into ;
. the claimants were generally persons who either themselves had had the
management of the village 1n times past, or who were descendants of
persons who had thus held. Frequently the length of time that had
; since their connection with the village had ceased, rendered it a
simple matter to adjudicate on such claims, especially where the person
in possession had long occupancy in his favor and had done his duty by

Iy |
~186. In some cases however it was a matter of no small difficulty
\i?dw*r St v todecide fairly b;te::en the claims of former occu-
LDk in adjudicating . pancy extending aps to two or three genera-

' ﬂ%’h ~ ‘tions and terminated possibly owing to over

- exaction or violent ¢ ion, and those of present ommey lasting

~ for riod but sufficient to give a little Which ought not

e _accompanied as it might have, been by much
[ Werouriotand Duprevsthont oflagied I fhe eslnls, ;. 1. 9
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187. In the prosecution of these enquiries much difficulty hashad:
R ~ to be surmounted ?n arriving at a tm: and full o
mﬂﬁlgﬂ‘h:ﬁls”ﬂ” view of the rights of all parties owing to the wone
;SR People.  gerful apathy of the people themselves as rqgwdt
their own rights and interests. Collaterals possessing rights did nob
come forward and their names were suppressed and so did not appear in
the record, and months and in some cases years have clapsed before the
persons so affected bave come forward and justice has been done to
them ; in some cases again specious promises were made use of to induce
such persons to waive their claims and upon non-fulfilment of the said'
promises the case has been brought to light. These are mere instances’
of a numerous class of cases that have arisen, and which have rendered
it necessary to revise the record and amend it again and again. :

188. Thus every case of this nature had to be enquired into in a

thorough and exhaustive manner leaving no point:

Enquiries must be tho-  yntouched which might bear on the rights of the
- several parties at issue. ‘.

189. Butwara or partition of estates has heen effected in cases
FE where any of the co-sharers may have demanded it.

] In some of the Putecdaree villages a partition has
existed from ancient time and this has now been maintained. In Ze-
mindaree villages partition has been effected in two ways ; either the
whole of the village land including the seer has been redistributed, or
elsé the existing allotment of the seer land has held good while the ten-
ant’s land only has been partitioned, this arrangement however has ef-
fect only on paper, the vaiious tenants’ holdings allotted to one share=
holder being grouped under his name in the settlement record; no de=.
marcation of the land has been made in the field, as parts of one share
may be scattered over different portions of the village ; the only object: -
to be obtained was that each individual shareholder should receive the
share of the profits to which he was entitled after deducting the govern-
ment demand. The revenue will continue to be defrayed as before by
the Lumberdar but each sharer himself will levy the rents from his own ..
peculiar tenants and he alone will have the right of making terms with
them in future.

190. The Lumberdar himself is remunerated by an allowanoe.c;ﬁ,‘
R LA five per cent. upon the total collections from the
4 tenants, and the balance is then divided among ®

the shareholders as above.

191. The appointment of Lumberdar has generally been made
in accordance with ancestral custom by eomnto!" e
‘Method of bis appoint-  g]] the parties concerned, few cases f dispute in
" ‘this respect have occurred. In pure Zemindaree
Puteedaree villages or where a division of the village has been effected.
R T ¥ g Ve v e T
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two or more Lumbgrdars have been selected.  All the Puteedars how-
~ éver are jointly and severally respongible for the payment of the Go-
' ve’tnmeut revenue.

-

192, Upper and under Propnetary Rxghts have been recagmzed
in a few cases as follows. The Ambara. Talooka
of the Mohgaon Pergunnah was formerly held in
mukta in the name of the Bankabace the widow of Raja Rughojee I1. of
Nagpore. The mukta was afterwards commuted to an ordinary Mal-
goozaree tenure. On the death of the Bankabaee, tife name of the present
anojee Raja was entered as Malgoozar. The whole of the villages are
snblet to Theekadars as they are termed who colleet the reuts, and
erally carry on the whole of the management of their villages, pay-
ing a little more than the Government demand to the Malwoozur in
some cases this occupancy has descended from father to son for several
generations, and again in some cases much capital has been expended
by the sublessee in effecting improvement. In such cases on the
grounds of long concomitant, and to a certain extent independent
tenure, the rights of these Theekadars have been recognized, and they
h ve been declared under proprietors paying over and above the amount
of the Government demand, a certain Malikana to the superior pro-
rietor (the late Malu'oolm) The amount of this Malikana has been
d partly with reference to the amount so paid by the Theekadar in
past times, and partly in view of the nature of hlS tenure, and the
amount of improvement effected by him.

“Upper and under Rights.

193. Elsewhere also in the district, there are villages slmlla.rly

sublet to Thekadars, but these latter hold mostly

‘&hz‘;"“ mostly of on ghort terminable leases, and mone have been

r able to substantiate any title to proprietary rights

ot any sort.

194. . The third and lowest class of the proprietary body, za\ref those

ep , who have been declared to be proprietors of their

P T khooms. holdings merely, or “ Malik Mukbooza” as they
a‘re termed in the settlement record.

'195. ' The orders under which these proceedings have been carried

into effect are embodied in letter No. 173A of

f g _ the 3rd November 1853, from the Secretary to

ﬁe Government N. W. P. forming Selection No. II. of the Settlement

%’ and also Circular No. 4, ‘dated 27th October 1863, from the

: Se ement Commissioner, Central Provinces. :

£emons hereby declared to be entitled to proprietary rxaht in

*ﬁ@%h ngs are.
i ,.J. 1 Olnmntu to shares holdmg land rent-free in mm

Haomh

e wwx mﬁmam- popmtouhanmg land st ftwgnhlcdw

L, 4 m?’ﬁ‘
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“ 8. Deseendants of former proprietors holdjng land at-favour-
«able and fixed rates.  * . i s iioans SR s o
- 4. Caltivators of long standing who have exercised aom%m ‘
prietary right, such as transferring their holdings or sinking more than

i)
kit

the ordinary amount of capital in the improvement of the land. « .
196. These instructions have been carried out, each case has -
. been taken up and referred to me for final orders,
M(’mmfﬂm in deciding  @ach being decided upon its own merits. As
¥ regards the three first classes, the matter was
simple enough, but as regards the fourth a good deal of discrimination.
was require(f to judge between the respective rights of proprietor and
tenant so as not unduly to interfere with the rights of the former.

197. Some cases there ave, where the Malgoozar has held but
for a very few years, while the tenantry have
Cases where the Malgoo-  cyltivated their “holdings from father to son for
zar is but of recent - . 7 b . P
ing, generations without ever having been interfered
- with, and in such cases in accordance with the
spirit of the instructions conveyed in para 14 of the letter above refer-
red to from the Secretary to the Government of the N. W. P., proprie-
tary right over their several holdings has been econferred upon the
old tenantry ; such cases, however, are exceptional, and but few in
number. Zaninl pesa

** 198. In Settlement Commissioner’s Circular No. 4 of 27th
October 1863 above referred to, it is clearly laid
down that no mere length of occupancy as a mere
cultivator can “ per se confer a title to proprietary right.” These instruc-
tions have been carefully kept in sight, but it isin view of the long
independant and uuinterrupted tenure of such persons together with
the very weak title of the Malgoozar in possession that their title o
proprietary tenure has been recognized, and not owing to mere length
of occupancy on their part.  When claims have been put forward on
the grounds of capital expended it is oaly where some very special and.
extraordinary outlay has been incurred that such claims have been
taken into consideration. : 4

Rights how acquired,

. 199. Besides the above all ex-maafeedars whose ren}(,: freefer;nré"x; ;

) may now have been resumed have been declared

?t-mn.fedlhm proprietors of the holding previously beldfreylgf :
free. : a5 ‘ ; Sl L

200. Maliks Mukbooza in addition to their quota of trh'e‘x‘@:.'é‘y@:‘d,. i

ment revenue have to pay the various cesses &;jﬁ? i

Payment by Maliks Muk- ~ thereon and alsoa small Malikana to the Lum.
) : ~ berdar for the trouble of oollectio’n.; in some cases.

where  the -proprietary holding. is very small no Malikana |
awerded: om0 Sagh o g e ko e
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 "201. ' These pmri;tozl;s are held not to be responsible jointly
g R with the superior proprietor for the payment of ,

Mwmm" the revenue, and they pay Malikana in lieu of this
rﬂonsﬁbﬂi‘t . This is laid down in Circular A. No. 1655 of 1st May
1863 from the Secretary to Chief Commissioner.. ~

202. Subjoined is a table showing the number of persons under
each class who have been declared proprietors of their holdings.

| RecompEp PRoPRIETORS OF THEIR HOLDINGS.
TEE T €5 | £° '
_gm § g ~ % E
v e E & E
' My ke |8 ¥
Names oF PERGUNNAHS. 2: | £s & “3 b g ToTAL
- A e B
,g S8 - g = "o"g,
P e b/ G‘g
£ s g = g8
fg g 2 -g 2 >
5 g".' ggﬁ g E'g £38
@ = e
30 | 239 | iE &8
26 7 6 39
8 i § 2 14 81
4 8 2 14
33 8 5 46
6 11 3 20
2 5 2 1 10
Total » 79 46 20 15 160
64 4 63
214 6 1 221
3 - 3
1 3 4
[ TR 282 10 8 | 1 206
~ Grand Total .....0ee... 361 56 23 ‘ 16 456

203. In the Mohgaon and Pandoorna Pergunnahs below the ghats
S there have been cases of tenants requiring peculiar
m"“mf;g‘l tenants  consideration, inasmuch as they have been in the
i habit of mortgaging and otherwise. disposing of
‘their holdings for a consideration without reference to the Malgoozar
of the village, and these persons might on these grounds have been held
&0 be entitled to Proprietary Right. After enquiry however into the
* subject I found that these supposed rights were of very recent origin,
being mere usurpations in point of fact by an independant tenantry
which were supposed to be sanctioned by our rules of law. The belief
was that our rules forbade the enhancement of rent on any temant or
- even his dispossession however short his tenure might have been. I
s R"W mghizﬁu{the gen;:‘nlt im t:;l;ion that prevailed, and a tenantry
[ 4 3 and .., ¥ nﬂe P‘en s ¢ of ; M‘emm as !’gﬂ‘d. m" s
~ advancs dfo!o;l or seed grain were not slow to avail themselves of their




new rights as they deemed them. Add to this that below the ghats
o VEry fmy of the Malgoezars were non-residents ag:f glmngl\ittﬁm ne L

personal superintendence to the village affairs, and it may readily be =~

imagined how the state of things above referred to arose. But it was '
clear to my mind that the custom was not of ancient date nor founded
upon recognized usage or right and so no special recognition of it has
been admitted into the record. St

204 These cases were gone into at the time of attestatmll!)fmtsﬂ :
and the proceedings form part of the miscellaneous records. ey

205. The tenantry, the great body of the cultivators of the soil
next claim our attention. Itmay safely be assert-
ed that under the Maharatta Government tenant
right was unknewn and unrecognised. True it is the Maharatta system re-
cognized two classes of tenants viz. Meerasdars who had rights of occu-
pancy at fixed rates and ¢ Ooprees” mere tenants at will, but the for-
mer were properly mere Military retainers holding their lands on con-
dition of rendering service in war, and thus not tenants in the striet
sense of the term, so my argument will stand good. The distinction of -
hereditary tenants and tenants at will was utterly unknown. Justas '
the government demaud was renewed year by year upon the Patel so the
latter had each year to come to fresh terms with the cultivators and the
latter were obliged to submit to the same or throw up their lands : but
in practice, especially in the case of the more respectable and wealthier .
cultivators, it was the interest of the Patel to maintain them 'in their
possession as he would be much more certain of getting his rent than if
he had to deal with a new man destitute of resources. And again in the
cases of persons who sunk wells and in other ways expended capital in
improving the land, though no fixed or indefeasible ‘rights were recog-' .
nized, yet they generally were allowed to remain on in possession and
at their deaths their sons or other heirs were allowed to succeed ; and
thus it came to pass that land did sometimes for generations remain
in the occupancy of the same family, rents however were always liable
to annual adjustment and no title to hold on fixed terms was suffered
to grow up. tn

The tenants.

206. This was the position of the tenantry when we assumed the
Government on the death of the late Raja. The
only enactment giving any status to the temant )
ass is Act X of 1859 in which an occupancy of twelve yearsis de-es
clared to constitute a title to hereditary occupancy subject only to the
payment of fair rent. T e A
 207. Butinview to the possible change in,ﬂlxg, m_;,ga,
s . o o -G S RS
1866 and 3423 dgted 1st September 1865, from the
oo . 7907 Chief Commissioner, Central Provinces,

_Their status in 1854,

e

i
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wltereby cultivatorg’ rights were to be recorded in three classes 1, Ab-
¢ solutely hereditary, 2, Conditionally hereditarysand 3, Tenants at will.
4 208. The first class was to include the fol-
lowing =
1. Ryots whose possession has carried with it something of an
hereditary character.

II. Ryots who have expended such capital on their fields as to
give them some special title to occupancy right. .

(]

Their clagsification.

1IT. Ryots who are relations of present or former proprietors,
and whose occupancy right may be considered to some extent as a sub-
stitute for a share in the proprietary right.

IV. Ryots of new villages who have held their fields since the
village was founded or since those fields were reclaimed from the jungle.

V. Ryots who huve held their fields from a date antecedent to
the proprietor’s connection with the village as its landlord.

VI. Ryote cultivating lands which have descended to them by
‘inheritance, provided that the possession either by themselves, or by
themselves and some other persons from whom they have inherited shall
have lasted continuously for not less than twenty years.

209. 1In the first five classes also possession for twelve or nearly
Tuwelve vears nosscssion,  VWEIVE Years was requisite to admit them to be
ik * recorded as hereditary.

210. The next class of cultivators was those who had held for

__ twelve years or upwards but whose occupation did

; Coﬂtgitfoﬂl’ hereitaf¥ ot fulfil any of the conditions expressed in the

o above category, and these persons were to be re-

corded as hereditary, but conditionally only and sabject to any future
alteration of the law. These orders were issued after a large part of the
record of right in this District had been completed, and thus the work
had all to be gone over again, but the result has been increased accuracy

in the record. The bulk of the cultivators are so ignorant and apathetic

that they can in many cases give no certain account of the nature and

duration of their own occupancy ; and in some cases even from suspicion

of the object of the attesting officer they were led purposely to mislead
and keep back what they knew. The result of going over the ground again

“has been to bring to light many inaccuracies (not necessarily due to any
faults of the attesting officer), and rights which had been overlooked

have been enquired into and recorded. ‘

211, The last class of cnltivatot} emlzmg;ll t:lose whose 'ﬁw—

S L ‘ - pancy has lasted for less twelve years. ese

R o Yl la:.reuiaretetm.uta at will andniaybeeyjecteidlz‘tye
. Eoidihd’londumﬁoebeingpreviously served in accordance with the
- law, R T T 1 T P

sy
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212. Every care has been taken to make the enquiry exhaustive

an®l the record a faithful one.%In all cases of issue
\ as to length of tenure or other qualifying eircum-
stances evidence has been recorded by the attesting officer and a decision
passed, the whole forming a is/ to be filed with the other miscellaneous
records of the village. In some’ cases resort has been had to arbitration and
some cases have been settled by compromise between the parties at issue.
Such decisions ' have been appealable to the Settlement Officer, and his

* Care taken in the enquiry.

decisions again have been appealable to the Settlement Commissioner,

every case, therefore, has had  the benefit of the fullest possible enquiry,
ana nothing has been left'undone to render the record true and complete.
213. Rights in wells and trees and other miscellaneous rights have
also had to be recorded ; in this district, the cus-
tom has been that wells and fruit trees belong to
the persons by whom or by whose ancestors they have been dug or
planted ; the general customs in these respects form a portion of the
administration paper, and will be noticed in the section of this report

devoted to the misl, and the mode o7 its preparation.
214. In all Mukta or Oobaree and Mokasa or rent-free villages,
the record of right has been compiled just as in

Record in rent-free vil-  the case of Khalsa villages.

Rights in wells and trees.

215. The distinctions of Khoodkast and Pyekasht cultivators are
not known in this district. The former term
§ is unknown, the latter is applied to cultivators
holding land in a village other than that in which they reside, but as
regards the terms of their tenure and the rents paid by them they
in no wise differ from ordinary resident cultivators, and they have
been declared hereditary tenants or otherwise just agthe circumstances
of each case required.

216. Such then briefly are the landed tenures as existing in the
Chindwara District, they are for the most part
simple and easy of definition, but the compilation
of the record has not been without its difficulties
for many reasons. The village records of past years are defective and
do not extend far back into the past, hence in enquiring into eclaims put

Pyckasht Cultivators.

Remarks on the landed
tenures,

forward on the strength of rights enjoyed in the past the absence of

all documentary evidence has been much felf, necessitating as it has the
examination of numerous witnesses and counter witnesses, the real

facts often remaining in great obscurity.

 917. Reference also has been made to the character of the

eople themselves as having greatly impeded the
- et s guep prosecution of the enquiry. This is p.

R R owing to the apathy and ignorance of the 'people
and partly may be attributed to the fact of this being the first intro-

duction of a regular Settlement with whose scope and intentiog”*‘ﬁ‘igy :

‘might not be fully acquainted and from which they would hold aloof
m a f“ling Of Wo ¥ v‘"{%‘x}
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mé Below the Ghats there is much less of this apathy and ig-
Wiken norance, but on the other hand there is a much |
the ghats. - greater amount of independance and self assertion
] of litigation. which has led to all sorts of claims being put for-
Asonis ward in the boldest manner without anything to
support the same, beyond strong assertions, and it is to be feared
- much perjury. In some cases the question of occupancy right in a
single small field has resulted in the formation of quite a large mis!
of itself, and in some villages such cases have 0ccurre% by the dozen,
“so it will be seen that the work has been heavy but every effort
has been made to prevent its being hwried over in a superficial
mxmer The having to go over the ground again as noted above in
nse% ence of the subsequent orders issued regarding the record of
tenant right has been of use, not only in the correctlon of the record pre-
viously prepared but it has been further of use where the record had to
be formed for the first time, the experience gained having been very
valuable as regards points of error likely to arise and requiring spe-
cial foresight in a district like this where the people seem to have no
ideas of their own bt require, so to speak, to be drawn out of their shells
‘before their real position can be ascertained,

219. The only village servants regarding whom any provision is
made are the Putwaree and Kotwar, and mention of their status has
been made elsewhere.
~220. And care also has had to be taken to protect the weak and

ignorant from the designs of the unscrupulous
¥  Care necessary to protect  Proprietor whose interest it would be to see all

i e ancient rights in the tenantry ignored and himself
alone at full libert  to deal with all as he pleased. Such cases have
‘been by no m ommon owing to the prevailing ignorance of the
tenantry. &

221. ‘The immediate work of the record has been carvied out .

with tact and patience by the Deputy Collector

Oﬂwlmﬂnoﬁnsm and a Sudur Moonserin working m&);pendunﬂy
g of each other in different places, but all questions
of difficulty have been referred for my orders and all decisions have been
directly appealable to me, and the result of these has been to show that
the quahty of the original work was good in the main, but it has fre-
y happened that on appeal facts have been adduced pther than
m relied upon at the original enquiry and thus many cases have had

0 be taken up again de novo.

292 The chief difficulty experienced was in the adjudication of
R claims topropnetzﬂ rights in holdings, q.ndall
W‘? ke thesecaseswereﬁ ly duposedofbymysalc

wASwtwilmodledfor as. regmh other mmeelhneom ‘
TR 45, g oxe:cisqa, ot ed 1) i, | mbers
Moslnaecs ighs :?m s ﬂqm y W WA
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22+, Irrigation as, elsewhere observed is almeost entirely carried
Hights in Welle on from wells, the rights in which rest in the per-
_ sons by whom or by whose ancestors they may
have been sunk. Occasionally these rights have been made the sub-
ject of transfer by sale or otherwise. These particulars are recorded
in the Khuteonee in the column of remarks opposite the field in which
the said well may be situate, and also details of occupancy are recorded
iu the “ Nuksha Chahat” which forms part of the mlsr

225, Under the*old Mahara‘ita&Government a great variety of dues
were exacted from the people under the general
Sayer or Sewace Hems:  Genomination of Sayer or Sewaee, such as “ Ghur
Khadee,” a tax on houses, “ Pat dam” a tax on remarriage, * Bazar
ogaee,” levied on all articles exposed for sale in market, af@ an.
immense variety of vexatious imposts. These were sometimes levied
direct, sometimes they were farmed out to Contractors, but in the smaller
villages the levying of them lay with the Patels. These have all been
abolished and the levyi hy.any persons declared iITegal
'226. The Pandree or house tax on persons other than Agricultu«
vt rists has been maintained, but this is levied by, a
¥ special machinery quite apart from the Settlement
of the land revenue.
227. The items known as Sayer or Sewaee comprise the income
onalic derived from spontaneous forest products, such as
oy the flowers of the Mohwa tree, the fruit of Man-
goe, Tamarind and Char or Chironjee trees and such like, rent paid for
grazing and termed Ranwa, and generally all profits derived from sale
of similar spontaneous products of nature. "
228. These items are recorded in a papzxi termed the Fm'ld Ru-
. koomat Sewaee” filed along the settlement
How recorded inthe misl ;). The right over these miscellaneous products
vests in the Proprietors alone who make their own terms with the te-
nants for the realization or usufruct of them in accordance with cus-
tom. -
229. The rights of all tenants to grazing ground as also to ;
firewood and timber required for ngricultnrs pur-
Rights of grazing and poses free of any extra charge is. duly set forth in
. the village administration paper.
230. It is hardly necessary to add that in the case of valuable,
n ] fruit trees that have been planted, the property in
i the same vests in the person by whom they have
231. These rights exist quite independantly of the oceupancy of
g ™ 4 whichh& trede ni b:h:itn:w,fm%ﬁ{
Righis independant of cases of dispute have been subject of a

.



“. e

e ASSESSMENT.

232. 1 now come to the revision of the kwnd revenue, and as the

b firsh assessments were brought out above the ghats:
I shall begin with that postion of the district.

233. Owing to the want of any rvegular records it is not easy to.

2 give any details of the past history or revenue

Formerreveune mavage-  management of the district. The general facts

s however are as follows :—

After the peace of Deogaon in 1802, the dominions of the Nagpore
state, though greatly diminished in extent, were yet made to produce
the same revenue as before the dismemberment. A regnlar system of
extortion and rack-renting was put in force and continued until the
war with Appa Sahib, when the country eame under British manage~
ment during the minority of the late Rajah. At that time great part
of the Chindwara district was utterly waste, what villages there were,
had been reduced to utter poverty by years of extortion and misrule:
The good effects of our rule were soon apparent. Remissions of old
balances and revenue were made to a large extent and every encourage-
ment was given to settlers to take up land. During the following years.

opulation and revenue inereased hand in hand and the improvement
lasted more or less to the present day. The assessment however
was always extremely high leaving little or ne profit to the Malgoozar-
Fhe latter derived his chief profit from the cultivation of the cheer
land. Under these circumstances if is not to be wondered that villages
were perpetually changing hands. Much also depended on the will or
eaprice of the Soobah ; he had friends to serve or enemies. to spite and.
a Malgoozar might at any moment be removed to make way for ano-
ther. Again during unfavorable seasons the tenants would fail to pay
their rents and little or no allowance would be made for this in collect-.
ing the revenue. The defaulting Malgoozar would be sold up and the
made over fo the first speculator who might come forward and

be in a position to produce the necessary security.

o 234. Ihave said that the profit allowed to the Malgoozar was.
Prolt ol the very small, generally speaking, it came to 15 per
Profita of the Malgocear.  ent on the rental gwluding the seer land. Out

of this, beside the pay of the Kotwar and Putwaree the amount of which.
was left to his discretion, he had to pay a small sum towards the main-
ienance of the district revenue establi ot, also towards certain cha-
l; 1y entt: dlowancwdhemalso;lia:)leatm.ﬁmeto‘
be ¢ “upon to pay an extra . or Burgun as it was _over-
and above the regular juma, 'These causes, combined with th; very

- %
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low prices of grain prevailing, had brought ithe’ Majgoomes to's viry
» Jow state at the time whtn tl;e, country finally was annexed to &ogg .
tish dominion in 1854. At the first settlement made under our regime
* a large remission was given, extra cesses were abolished and a general -
feeling of s;curity o impaifed 11;0 the (lln:xhdhoklers. A sensible i-bj il
provement has since then taken place, and the people rall il
said to be now better off than they ever were before. R mla'v g

235. The system hitherto prevailing was the one earried out under
: , the former Maharatta Government viz., triennial
mi:W’MM“' Settle-  gettlements ; originally settlements were made an-
nually but Mr. Jenkins when Resident at Nagpore
during the minority of the late Rajah, as an experiment, introduced the
system of biennial and afterwards of triennial settlements and these
being found in practice to work well were maintained :

These settlements were based apon the village “ Lagwans™ or roll
annually prepared by the Putwarees and aubmi‘tta%e by the Malgoozars 3
these were supposed to show actual rents and mutations of holdings
and there can be no doubt that they were in almost all instances true
returns except in so far as the value ot the seer land might be underes-
timated ; as regards the payments received from the tenants they were
substantially correct. ,

. 236, The Settlement being ever liable to revision and at such
times every effort being made by the district

Village papers a true re-  officers to get the most possible out of the land;
oo it would have been hopeless on the part of the Patel
to atterapt any concealment. % A

237. In former times the Government Revenue .was made fo
amount to very nearly the entire rent-roll and in
some cases it even exceeded it.  The entire control
over the assessment as over all other matters lay in the hands of the
Soobah. whose interest it was to rack-rent the people as far as possible
during his tenure of office, so as to make as good a return of revenue:
as possible ; on the annexation of the country after the late Rajah's,
death it was found imperative to grant reduction in the assessinent,
(amounting to about Rupee’s 48,023 in all) in order to allow a sufficient
profit to the Malgoozars, and the last summary settlement was made aty
about 80 per cent. on the gross assets, and in some cases even at a mqr
rate when there was any amount of good culturable waste land, Aty
. the district generally there Was no great extent of land so lying waste
except in the poorer hill villages, ind after making all allowances for
 the late rise in prices and the improvements in the land which might'
be looked for under a scttlement fixed for & long term of years, it was:
still evident that a settlement at Lalf assets mustlead toa reduction oft

_)
Pl

Former assessments heavy.

21
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238, Thus th@n at starting it was my task to sec that the land-
. hm LY % b holders should receive théir due share of the pro-.
m : fits in - accordance with the liberal terms of the

g settlement now being introduced, while at the same
tum it ‘was necessary to protect Government by seeing that the land
was rated at its proper value. ;

239. It isa fact bi;l;at ‘for the past years of British rule rents have

n for the most part stahowy owing to an im-

,.f:.'.’ — &esmon which seems to havé prevailed among the
algoozars that the rules of our Government for-

bade the enharcemert of rent upon a cultivator in possession, hence
it was naturally to be inferred that at the new settlement an increase
in the total rental of the district might be looked for and consequently
the less necessity for any great reduction in the Government demand,

240, 'The next question was what rates to assume in order to form
i an estimate of the proper value of the land, there

” was nothing to guide me in the past fiscal
history of the distriet as all previous settlements had been made sum-
mnrily upon the recorded assets.

241. T consequently assumed the same rates as had been applied
Rates derived from those 10 the adjoining  district of Baitool which was so
of the Baitool district. very similar as regards soil climate mode of agri-
culture and so forth. After testing the operation
of these rates over a certain number of villages I found the result to
be a certain increase in the rental, (such as I have above remarked was
to be looked for) and that a settlement made at half assets would give
a reduction of about ten per cent on the present Government demand,
giving a total Government demand of about 70 per cent upon the
assets as recorded previous to settlement and the adjustment of rents.

242. TLooking to the recent increase of prices which T think are

e not likely now ever to revert to their former low

shosons for assuming Jevel, and the consequently enhanced value of the

‘land, and to the great room existing for improve-

mntb means of extended irrization and better cultivation of the soil

; { which shonld be looked for under a settlement fixed for a term of years)

came to the conclusion that the above rates would be a sound basis
-for me to ground my new proposals upon.

1243, hmglrdsButhe way in which I gleducee‘;l my r:htzs p:‘:;t the
Method itool district I have enlarged upon in
i as, e my report on that settlement, I mﬂ now only
briefly remark that thnywetgfonndedpmﬂ on rates in previous
assessments on ce derived from _enquiry and reference to
suits for rent of , the rates said to prevail in other districts and also
on actual rents as recorded in the village Lagwans on jumabundies.
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M Inppmdat;bkoﬂhentu p{hd
i aibed. litfes of soil ; the ploug .rm?m
e average of the soil rates on the

one pluugh ought to tlll 20 acres of land, but as in mma i :x ‘
ber of cultivators have holdings of much smaller extent for Wlﬂcﬁh

- plough is equally needed, the calculation is not of much vahu uoopt

as & comparative test.

Description of Soil. : i o i ‘”“:

Chuk. Chuk. Chuk.
Rs A P.[Rs. A P.[Rs A P.

Irrigated land ... 438 0 03 0 0] No rateap-
Kalee 1st or Dol ... 1 8 0| 1 4 0plied to the
Kalee 2nd class ... 1 6 01 2 0|[5rd class vil-
Moorund .. A3 /1 2 0| 0 14 O [lages.
Khurdee ... 012 0{0 8 0
Retaree 0 6 O 0 24P
Burdee ... S Y eagve AR UNES ”

245. The produce rates dwerle flramed by mehafhr comuderal:ld lz_

enquiry and calculation as to the dverage yie o
& T eac(‘.lh ?)’nrtlcular product in one_acre, and takin

value at the average of prices prevailing for the ten years pr

The rates have been calculated at one sixth of the gross pro:lug 13 m

these calculations I was guided partly by my own past

partly by collating the opinions and estimates of various memberl of%o

agﬁcu ltural oommnmty ' Voo

246. The rent plough jumas ym bun cal-

;Pi-d-viwf-e A euwednfollow- -_
oY ‘ % ugh...oooo.oooocoh' 1@5

% Chuk | MO ool jil s e
1 M do. .a..-o.o-ooovooé'- ﬁ'.: b



e Bt g e s o o
| R Value. Rate. i
“'OrOp Produce per acre. ‘ -

Rs. {As.| P. | Rs. | As.| P.
Wheat ...|In Kalee; 1} khundie = ..| 5| 0|0 | 0[13] 4
Do «:In Moorun(i, 15 kooros . 3] 00 0 '8 -0
Gram  ...|In Kalee, 1} khundie g 9170410 013 ;
Do. ...[[n Moorund, 15 kooros ..| 3| 0]0 ol 8] o
ﬂsee +v./In Kalee, 10 kooros 21217010 0| 5| 4
Mﬁm .../In Kalee, 1} khundie .. 3(12(6 | 0}10| 5
Do.  ...\In Moorund, 1 do. | 81 4]0 0| 8| 0
Teora  ...|In Kalee, 1} khundie «f 83112(0 J O|10] -0
‘Do. .JmMoorund,1 @ ..f 3| 0oflo | o] 8|0
Bice  .Jn ‘Do 2t do .| 7| 8f0} 1] 4
Jowaree ..fIn Do, 15kooros .. 1| 5|0 :
Moong ..{In  Do. 8kooros .. 1| 8 0} i i e
Qorud  ,..In Kalee, 1 khundie sal8 1 840 01 9| 4
'Kodo ..{Tn Burdeo, 2} khundies ..| 3| ¢|9 | 0| 9| 6
xoonm&n Do. 2  do. “3|1s|9 | ofwf s
“Jngm +-{In Moorund, 10 koros .| 1{10]0 | of 4 '4':
Do, JmBonies,s  do, . o|1s|o ol ofa
ileo . w/laKhudee, 10 do. o 2] 8|0 [ of 6|8
At v"ii.\:ﬁ' G e
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247, rmm»mgshm same_rates havd been applied

: ~ the Pergunnahs situate above the ghats i

polame rates applied toall oply the resumed - Jagheer of Harrakot v
P ~ on the borders of the Nerbudda valley.

248. _Hﬁing thus stated the data by which my assessments were
5 i oy regulated, I will proceed to notice the operation )
Fiotalh of eyt 1L ief theiliamo in detail ; for purposes of convenience
my new assessments were brought ont Pergunnahwar, each Pergunn.
forming a district chuk or circle, and being reported on separately,
249. The general incidence of the rates and other statistics will
LN be best seen by reference to ectihe totals of the
to be found assessment statements compiled ehukwar. to be |
";_“’"‘m Sopishics found in the Appendix to this report. ‘

CHUK MOHKHAIR.

ekl

250. This Pergunnah c&mprises 201 villages, of these sev'e-‘nzare
g > beld in Mokasa and 9 on Mukta tenures, .eight
s s i others have been excluded from settlement ‘as
being virtually waste, thus leaving a total of 177 villages now assessed.

2531, This portion of the district lies above the ghats, which form
bl i its southern boundary, some few of the villages
- 1 are situate on the slopes leading down to the

lower country. On the three other sides, there are no naturally defined
boundary marks. The general nature of the tract, however, may be
described as follows : through its centre running nearly due enst flows,
the Kolbira river, having a valley of fertile soil extending on an avers

for about two miles on either side ; to the south lie stony hills, and -
broken ground abutting on the ghats, to the north also lies a 1;;1»;(‘[,l
stony hills sparsely cultivated and producing little. I'he country thu
naturally divides itself into three different classes of villages which I
have formed into separate chuks for purposes of assessment. =

952, The first comprises’ the villages lying in the - open basin
| ~ above described, They have, generally speaking,
Chulks for gssessmels | 4 fine. black soil, little. or no waste land, facilities
for irrigation, and produce the more valuable kinds of crops. Another
group naturally forms itself out of the poor villages, ‘eituate on th i
slopes.of the ghats, and on the rocky hills which I baye mentioned g !
bounding: the Pergunnah on the north and south. The soil of e

is zgg and poor, . =hint is scarce and in places very difficu

y inferior kind 'ofhggu)Garg ‘grown-exl;gem ;n ‘1" w
inhabitants are chiefly Gonds, a poor class of cultiva-

o thei ry disp%siﬁéﬂ ever ready to throwup
seasons. These villages form my third

chuk holds an intermediate place-be-
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teristics. 'l!heuvilhgu enjoy a portion of the fertile valley, and its
‘accompanying facilities, but the soil usballoyer,wuter,uaqmle,l:n

~ easy to obtain, a.ndtharen alarge proportion of poor land. !‘lmu

the general principle I have followed in framing chuks, but in point
of fact, T have been unable to draw the line between the three dxﬁemnt

‘classes with any precision ; in other words my chukbundee has not
“been entirely topographical. In a hilly district like this, where there
“is no where any great extent of open level country, neighbouring vil-

lages often vary considerably in their facilities for cultivation. Thus
some of the richest villages may happen to lie in juxta position with

"some of the poorest, and in such cases, I have had to use my own

indgement looking to the character and caste of the population, and

features of each village, as also to the average run of rents in
so far as I have been able to ascertain them. In short my classifica-
tion may be said to be in the main topograpliical, but modified accord-
ing as local pecularities have rendered it desirable to do s0.

253. The Pergunnah under report contains no large towns or seats

‘ ’ o of trade. The mass of the population depend on

agriculture or manual labour for subsistence.

: Every facility exists for the disposal of agricultural produce. The hlgh-

way from Nagpore to Chindwara passes through the tract and there are
also tracts suitable for laden bullocks Which lead down to the country
below the ghats, where there is a ready sale for all species of grain owing
to the large extent of land devoted to cotton and other crops other than
cereals. ‘As regards natural facilities for irrigation many of the villages,
especially those in the 1st class chuk, are very well off. Water in places

. a found near the surface,;and numerous streams exist, the water of which

is turned to some account, although with a little energy and expendi-

" ture of capital great improvement mxght be effected in this respect. The
villages in the second group are not so favored, as the rock comes near the
" surface but.occasional Jheels or valleys occur where water can be ob-

tained to any extent. In the third class villages there is but little irri-

tion, partly owing to the nature of the soil and partly to the inferior
gowl\edge ofy agriculture possessed by the inhabitants. In the first' and
‘second groups the bulk F the soil is devoted to sowing the rubee or cold

~ Season crop for which it is best adapted, wheat is the chief crop raised,

being the main article of food of the people. Gram is grown in limited
quantities only, and a certain amount of Muhsoor, Teora and other

pulses which serve equally as food for men or cattle. A httle hnseed is

‘raised but only for local consumption.

| 254 Dnnng theT monsootnbs months Jo:aree is sov:nna mixed mﬂ}
R 'oor or other vetches, but a very s Portnono
el the soil is devoted to this crOpfyund it 1s chiefly
grown for the ukmaf Lhutdks which serve as forage for the eattle dur-
Mmﬂ» when grass is not obtainable. In the third m
it is chiefly ﬂwkhnnei or monsoon ctopanmdL
lo of the black soil which wheat and other

g ‘{m:
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* and the population prefer the poorer grains, such as rice, kodo, koot-
. kee, talag;g:u articles of diet. , ey “’ o bt
255. In the first a(xi:d second gronp;e the dwho{;u:ﬁto c:‘ll intents
\ and purposes may be said to be under cultivation.
Ke it bilivilis. | Wohat wastei there s is stony and poor, bavely fit for
cultivation. Oeccasionally a field or two may be fallow but this is gene-
rally reserved for grazing ground and pays rent along with the rest of
the holding. In the third class villages, there is, no doubt, some cultura-
ble waste g t it i8 poor in quality and the nature of the cultivation re-
uires a considerable breadth of land to be always fallow. In some of
e villages situate on the edge of the ghats there are tracts of excessive  +
waste which have to be dealt with under the rules on the subject, but
these are limited in extent and almost valueless except as grazing
ground or for the growth of firewood. In very few places is there any
valuable timber to be found.

256. Asregards the question of rent and revenne rates. Imall
e countries the value of land differs exceedingly,
and especially in a hilly country where great va~-
rieties of soil and situation are found within a very narrow compass.
Agaiun in one village water may be plentiful and near the surface while
in the very adjoining one owing to some local peculiarity well water is
utterly unattainable, These and other canses render the general run
of rents very variable. Again the people appear to possess no idea
whatever of area or superficial extent; the size of a holding is simply
estimated by the amount of,seed required to sow it, and it is needless
to say that all such estimates can only be approximately true. On the
average a Khundie of wheat will sow between four and five acres, and
the rent of a Khundie of land in the better villages varies from Rupees
4 to Rupees 7. Of course there are pieces of land paying much higher
rents, such for instance as spots round villages manntedngy the natural
drainage, and again some lands pay much less, but the above may be
taken as the general run of rent for land capable of producing wheat
and other valuable grains. An examination of the usra gives & si-
milar result. Land as above described pays on the whole from 1 Rupee -
to 1-8 per acre. In all villages however there is a considemm-
extent of what is termed “ Burdee,” a poor stony soil incapable of con= - .
tinual cropping. This generally pays no separate rent but is included o
in a holding of superior soil and 1s used for grazing and occasional eul- -
tivation. ‘ ‘ ! e
257. For the reasons above stated it has been impossible to de-
. duceany definite value fora definite extent ﬁi --
riowg 8 Tales YTy particular soil, but taking the average rents,

o asshown above, T have deduced a scale of rates as
shown in the table. No separate scale of rent seems to exist for i

at T have assumed its value at double that of the highte

A4
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,““‘“‘"1‘""",‘"“" * sary to do for the followin reasms.me" country
I have above observed was nearly depopulated by over assessment at
the time of the fall of Appa Sahib ; subsequent good management during
our temporary hold of the country restored it to a state of comparative
ity, but the revenue demand still continued as high as it eould
well be fixed. Settlements were made every three years, and persons
were frequently encouraged to bid against each other to enhance the
revenue. In theory the settlement was at 85 or ‘90 per cent. of the
Mm’ but 1tl.w demand not unfrequently equalled, or even exceeded the
len rental.

259. To meet the demand it was necessary for the Malgoozar in

turn to put the pressure on the tenants. Tenant

siressare exercisedinpast  rights of any sort were utterly unknown, and
R, these persons were entirely at the mercy of the
Malgoozar. Of course it would be his interest not to carry measures
to'extremes ; still to enable him to meet the regular Government demand,

© mot to speak of the occasional extra cesses which were imposed from time
to time to meet the various requirements of the Nagpore state, he was
compelled to drive hard bargains with the Asamees. This state of things

: continued until the annexation, when a consider-
sheMeulations s regwrds  able reduction was made in the demand and all
Ay : irregular cesses were abolished. Since then too,
generally speaking, rents have not been much raised, the idea having

* some how or other prevailed that our rules of law forbade the doing so.
The consequence has been an extension of cultivation and a great im-
provement in the status of all classes of the . agricultural pepulation,
viewing this and the greatly enhanced prices of all articles of produce
it may be supposed that rents admit of a considerable rise, but such, as
a rule I do not believe to be the case as far as my experience goes. In
the first place the rise in the price of grain has been counterbalanced by
the high price of clothing and petty articles of luxury, while the scar-
_city and high price of cattle has had a very discouraging effect upon
agriculture. I&en who formerly held land have in many cases sunk to
the rank of labourers from inability to pleugh their lands, or have had
to sublet their holdings on unfavorable terms. The mass too of the
~cultivators have only small holdings raising sufficient only for their own
- wants and that of their families, and little or none of the produce finds
_ its way to the matket. The practice also of depending on the Mal-
for advances of seed and - also of subsistence grain has had the

ect of rendering ae people both wasteful and improvident, and how-
ever plenti y be the harvest the end of the year finds nothing in
tore; The seer land is generally ample in extent and comprises  the

m their more extensive resources the Malgoozars: have

-
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. I cannot calculate on arfy general increase inrents.'Some‘ illages there |
are where wells have been sunk and irrigation extended of laf e years
without any further call upon the land, here of course a rise may be
looked for. - Again facilities . for irrigation have been taken into con-
sideration as also all probable sources of future improvement. Among
these the extent of land now fallow and capable of being brought into
cultivation holds the first place. [ have said before that very little of
such land exists, the columns of “ Lately abandoned” and * Fit for
cultivation” do no doubt show goodly figures, but too much reliance
cannot be placed on these. These lands are generally very poor, capable
only of occasional cultivation after long intervals or abandoned as not
repaying the expenses of cultivation. Much of this land too is pur-
posely kept fallow for grazing ground and in point of fact pays rent, being
included in some tenant’s holding for which he pays a lump sum. In
the course of my inspection I have turned my attention most particular-
ly to this point and in a very few wvillages only have I observed any
good soil lying waste. When this is the case I have allowed for it in
assessing. In a hilly district like this there will always be a considera-
ble extent of light soil which is doubtless culturable but which under
the rude system of agriculture prevailing, and in the absence, of all ma-
nure or other artificial aids can hardly repay the expense of cultivation,

260. I have made these remarks to account for the very low rate
at which the assessment seems to fall judged by
fes low, but, as & test  the test of figures: there is no doubt that rates
o are a fallacious test and viewed by their light it
will be supposed that the Government does not derive as much revenue
as it ought to do from the land. The fact however remains that rents
do not rise to any considerable extent and the assessment as now fixed
is I think as high & one as can be imposed consistently with the liberal
terms on which the present settlements have to be introduced, while at
the same time it leaves an ample profit to the landholders and should
encourage them to make further advances in the way of effecting im-
provement.
261. For purposes of comparison I append
Table of former revende. 5 able showing the average revenue of this Per-

gunnah.

' Former revenue Collections in the Years of

B ~H
©
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266. The Pergunngh comprises at the same time some of the
R ~ most valuable and some of the poorest mbﬁg'
— the part of the distinct Iying above the ghats,
it is naturally divided into several distinct por ione, wit broadly mark
ed differences of soil, cultivation and population which I slniyl endeas
vour to describe in detail. : SN

267. 'The tract pnder report is bounded on the east by the Seones
S district and on the west mainly by the River
i ' Pench, on the north and south it merges into other
parts of the distr'ct without any naturally marked boundary line. The
central portion of the Pergui nah comprises an undulating plain, almost
entirely under cultivation and certainly the most productive tract in
this part of the district. It is traversed by the high road from Chind-
wara to Seonee, there is every facility for the removal of produce and
in point of fact large quantities of wheat and gram are annually exported.
To the north of this plain lies a tract of broken ground intersected
with stony hills and comprising great varieties of soil and external
features. South of the plain above mentioned lies an extensive tract
of broken country containing a great deal of waste and unculturable
land with oceasional valleys of good soil, to the south-east. This tract
ends in dense jungles which join on the Deolapar Forest tract of the
Seonee district. To the south again and west along the banks of the River
Pench there is some open land and well cultivated villages, but the ge=
neral area is much broken up with ravines, the surface soil has been
waslicd away by the rains of centuries and there are neighbouring
jungles the wild animals from which devour the crops.

268. I have formed this Pergunnah into three chuks for assesse
ment as follows. The first comprises the open
plain above referred to, which is now almost en-
tirely under cultivation and comprises the best land and facilities of
every sort. The second chuk comyprises the villages occupying the brok=
en country along the bank of the Pench river, and some valleys in the
broken country which I have described as bounding the open plain of
the first chuk to the morth and south; these villages are inferior ag
having a larger proportion of poor scil, an uneven surface intersected
with ravines, and liable to be washed away by constant rains, proximity
to jungles which harbour wild animals of all sorts, and a mixed populae
tion comprising Gowlees, Gonds, and other classes little skilled in agri-
culture, generally speaking too the soil is shallower and there are less
facilities for irrigation. The third chuk comprises the Gond hamlets in
the thick jungles on the frontier of the Seonee district, and other poor
villages where there is but little cultivation owing to the poverty of the
soil. The inhabitants of these are chiefly Gonds living hand to -
mouth snd with diffoulty restrained from emigrating in

Assessment chuks,

o
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69. This Pergunnaly conteins mo large fowns and bat few villages
,;?lm« come; - Of any size, . The'pophlation are almost solely.
.- engaged in agriculture except in a few of the
_jungly villages where there are Gowlees, menjof considerable wealth, -
“possessing laige herds of cattle, and exporting ghee, butter and  other
“daify produce to the large villages lying below the ghats. I have said
_above that the Pergunnah is traversed by the high road from Seonee to
_ Chindwara ; there are also good fair weather roadsleading to the
weountry below the ghats to which a great deal of wheat and gram are
“exported, that part of the country being devoted chiefly to cotton and
jowaree. 'There is comparatively little irrigation in any part of this
Aract. The fiist class villages are almost entively under cultivation
~with the rubee or cold season crop ; wheat is the chief staple and occu-
,a.pm tnore than three fourths of the area; the restis -devoted to gram
occasionally, generally speaking to Teora or Mahsoor, which serve for
food for the cattle. In a few villages linseed aud peas are raised. 'In
_.many villages there is no irrigation whatsoever, this may be accounted
for partly by ancient custom and want of energy on the part of land-
~ iholders and tenznts and partly from the nature of the sub-soil which in
~ .many places consists of hard trap rock. In many villages there is
“xoom for improvement in this respect, as wells might be sunk and there
‘gre streams of running water which might easily be taken advantage
“of. There are some few villages in which a large extent of land:as
sapder irrigation and valuable crops are raised but {hese cases are ex-
“eeptional.  In some of the second class villages water is tolerably
splentiful, and owing :to the poorer nature of the soil the people have
sturned their attention more to irrigation. There is u less extent of
Tand capable of bearing rubee crops. The following grains are raised
during the monsoon months, jowaree, toor, various oil seeds, and a little
_cotton ; much of the land is- only occasionally cultivated and requires
’%mg intervals of fallow. In the third class villages there islittle irriga-
tion worth mentioning and but little rubee crop is raised. The chief
staples are rice, kodo, kootkee apd other inferior grains and a few oil
iy SRR S TR iy
©. . 270. The general lﬁqu al?d system of agriculture is precisely
Clgpar y oo oo gimilar to that prevailing in the Mohkhbair Pergun-
q bt dlsgriesirs © oy which . have: already ‘described ,excopt that

i

P

Ahere is less irrigation on the whole. The crops so raised are sugar-cane
.and opinm ; potatoes and other vegetables are but little sown, Malees
achees and similar castes being found in a very few villages only.

Tl igais prospocit of Tatts mproveiests, in the ik
et et O vilgen he il e o b g
e it cultion wil e Ciapion of some
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. Mmewdhges w&haxﬁaynbemnkndm ady
gect’“ a little improvement may be looked for during
i \ﬂmh " In the second class of \nllagos there is some waste
fhstahuup but generally speaking it consists of poor soil iucapable
ofwmt u\opﬁwg in the-absence of all manure. Want of populatior
forbids any hope of immediate extension, the want of hands to'till the
a.lmady cultivated 'land being even now sﬁverel felt. In the
class villages there is of course a good deal of culturable waste,
‘not-of good quality. The badness of water, unhealthiness of thd’&o :
mate and dread of wild animals are an effectual bar to the injroduction
of a better class of inhabitants. Muach of these lands will now be re-
served under the waste land Circular, and it ‘will remain to “be séen
‘whether any sales will be effected, but sopoor is the soil that I'think
the present price will effectually discourage ‘all speculations in
JIn some of the jungles there were some valuable timber trees but
~of these have been cat down of late years for sleepers and

W
moses ,‘; :

272. ' As regards rents and assumed rates. 'The nature of the l
system of cultivation and general character of
population are exceedingly similar to those xnf
the Mohkhair Pergunnah, rentsas I have ascertained by close ,peuoml
enquiry run very much alike ; area is estimated by seed sown,.
khundee being the standard adopted. This will sow from four to five
acres and is rented at from Rupees 4 to Rupeés 7 which may be rough-
Iy put down at from Rupee 1 to Rupee 1-8 per acre. This was the re-
sult of my caleulations on the Mohkhair Pergunnah and T have accord-
ingly adopted precisely the same assumed “rates for. the pergunnah
under report, My ‘plough aud produce jumas are also based onﬂle
same estimates and the results as compured with the presenz ltqt.@;u
o!-rent and revenue are much the same. :

Bmt nd remue rates,

ru\.‘l

273. The revenue of this Pergunnah for the.last five years of the
former British administration under Mr., Jnkml

”mwm of the averaged Rupees 82,280 and that of the last
; 5, g2 “tlement. under the. d.Mnhrn.tta. Gover;ment va:
} 95,980, that just expired amounted. to Ru 2,15 the
pﬁ‘! osct: revgnue 18 Rupees 28,027 thig gxpv?:n
4 ,132 or about 12§ per cqnt.,

.—"4
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275. The highest and lowest rates in any village will be seen from
the following table.

Highest rates. | Lowest rates,
Arza or
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PERGUNNAH CHINDWARA.

- 276. ‘This Pergunnah comprises 123 villages, 2 of which are held
e of Villages. on a Mokasa or rent-free tenure, and 1 has been
excluded from settlement as waste, leaving 120
!;lhces now bronght under assessment.

277. Owing to its natural configuration it is not easy to give a
M' e goneral description of this Pergunnah, nor

does it divide itself naturally into chuks presenti

broadly marked varieties of soil and cultivation. 1t forms a com
area centrically situate with the civil station as its centre. It is classed

by a succession of irregular lines of rocky hill enclosing valleys of vary-



4

;ft ofthxs tract lies Wﬂm nm east, bor
river which supantes it from the Chowrye Pergm ‘ '8 4
' stnpfof land varying from 1 to 3 miles or so in breadth betwm’
river and the hills, highly fertile in places. antd containing some l:
village communities. This has been formed into my first chuk for
sessment, purposes. The rest of the Pergunnah can only be de
in genetal terms as a succession of rocky hills quite unculturible, With’
intervening valleys or basins of good soil and various extent. To the
immediate west of the civil station there is a sort of rolling plain ex-
tending for ahout six miles to the Kolbira river which forms the Per-
guunah boundary, but the scil here is mostly sandy, much of it is quite.
unculturable and over grown with scrub jungle, and it is inte
by numerous ravines and small water courses. My second chuk has
been formed out of the villages lying in the valleys above mentioned ;
these as a rule have a much larger proportion of poor and . unculturabh‘
soil than those of the first chuk, and have on the whole a poorer popula=
tion and are not so well cultivated. The third chuk comprises poor
hamlets situate on high stony ground with a population of Gonds and
other inferior classes of mltxvators These villages are scattered more
orless over the whole of the Pergunnah,

278. With the exception of the town of Chindwara -itself. there
is no village even of great size or importance,
there are no seats of trade or manufacture, ;
the'whole of the population are engaged in agriculture with the exgei-
tion of a few low castes who spin and weave a sort of coarse clot

Towns, popuhnon, &o.&e.

The agricultural community consists in the first chuk villages chietly of -

Lodhees, Rajpoots, Rukbunsees with a few Brahmuns' and Koonbees,
to the westward Koonbees and Rukbunsees are the prevailing element.
The third chuk villages are inhabited by Gonds, Gowlees and various
inferior orders of cultivators. The town of Chindwara has a -
mixed population of all classes, ‘the' cultivators being chiefly Malees,
Koonbees and Rukbunsees.

279 Centrally situated as it is.this Pergunnah has mryﬁmhty;
c ~ for the disposal of produce, Besides the
heﬂimor the dispos, central mart of Chindwara itself, there are hag
ways leading to Nagpore, Seonee, Baitool and.
Nursingpoor, which though not at all times . passable for carts, ave at:
least available to pack bullocks whwh are the means of carnage oy
common in these parts. T

280, On the whole this is a poorer Per, mmah than tbo&e’dﬂl‘tﬂﬂg

: rye and Mb{ hair, lﬁxét% is less ex%éﬁféf goo :

45&: d the e-w there are fewer large villages, less i

o T SR e the gondml natm f the cultivation
ior in a maj f" : ihu %mueany
) ﬂp cue¢ bk{ is is apparent to the ey
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“%281. The general character of the soils, ;agricultural population,
;“’ R crops raised, and method of cultivation are similar’
e '»“'I“' =" to those of the adjoining Pergunnahs of Chowrye
and Mohkhair, and soil for soil there is no reason why it should pay a
less revenue or be less productive. In assessing, I have employed pre-

cisely the same rates asin the above mentioned Pergunnabs,and it
séews needless to take up time by again going into the question.

.. .282. T have no records of wkat the revenué of this Pergunnah
L was in 1820, but the average of the last five years
Former places of the re-  of the former British administration is stated at
Pt Rupees 18,000 in round numhers. At the time of

“the annexation the revenue had risen to Rupees 25,800 with a supposed
‘nikasee of Rupees 28,300. A reduction was then made of a little

over Rupees 3,000, but a rise has since taken place owing to increased
cultivation.

- 283. The present revenue of the villages assessed is Rupees:

; 24,074 and my proposed assessment is Rupees
20,726, giving a reduction of about 14} per cent..
I have dwelt in my former paras on the necessity of granting a redue-
tion under the present liberal treatment of the landowners, and I need
not again enter into details on this subject.

Tevenue as now settled,

284. Some remarks are called for as to prospects of improvements

: likely to be effected in future vears under a long
Prospect of future im-  gettlement. In the villages in the first group al-
e most all the good soil has now been taken up and
we cannot look for much extension of cultivation; shou!d the present
rise in prices continue of course the market value of the land will rise
also; besides something may be done by extending irrigation for
which there are great facilities as regards the supply of water. The
great draw-back however is that frost is peculiarly severe along
the basin of the Pench river where most of these villages are situate,
and sngar-cane which is the staple irrigated crop of these districts
is unable to' withstand frost in any unusual degree. In the second

- amd third groups of villages there is certainly room for much improve-

ment, both as regards extension and a better style of cultivation, as also
ky introducing irrigation for which there are facilities in many villages
which are not taken advantace of. At present there is a want of popu-
lation and the labour market is badly supplied so that time must elapse

before any great change can be effected for the better.

et 285 Tappend a table of rates of the pastand’
'n"")”‘ﬁ.._ - )t mtmh‘ v Yoo S5l ,‘_‘,7,,,._’,“1
Tl e O _... wf i e e IR e S i SRS S Talie
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286. The following table shows the highest and lowest rates in
any village.

Highest rates. | Lowest rates.
AREA oF

Re.' i A) P2 Res™ TOAL =8

Clﬂtivntion oo oo 8¢ e . ® o‘ 0 12 6 : 0 2 6

Malgoozaree . ... o oo .. 0 |10} 2 0 1 1oy

PERGUNNAH AMURWARA.

287. This Pergunnah comprisesin all 137 villages;. of these 9 ave
St arvil held on a Mokasa or rent free tenure, thus leaving:
e L 128 villages now reassessed. o s
288. Owing to similarit;r of local (xi-ituatirm,l arlzd carcumst;nfﬁ:
i uality of soil and general charagter, of the
nﬁ‘f.,.'iﬁ':&?i r?pol:::ti gultivition, I have adopted precisely the same
- " rates and other data for assessment which have
been applied by me to the other Pergunnahs above the ghats previ-
onsly assessed, and which have been detailed atove. I will confine my
remarks to those points which call for some special notice and the.
distinctive characteristics of the Pergunnah under report. 5
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289, The Amwrwara Pergunnah lies farfhest north of any of

i et s, the Khalsa lands of Chi wara;,.it,i&hqudqz on .
g the south by the Pench and the Chindwara Per-
gunnah ; on the north by the Hurrye Jagheer:on the east by the
Adegaon Jagheer and part of the Chowrve Pergunnah, and on the west
by ‘the Sonpoor Jagheer and part of the Omrait, Pergunnah. It is divi-
ded into two distinct portions, severally known among the people-as the
Amurwara and Singhoree Pergunnahs ; the latter occupies a belt of low
land lying between the river Pench and a line of cteep hills which run
parallel at a distance of about 10 miles ul)x the nortl;ils The forg:er por-
ST 3 tion lies north of the said hills at a much higher
M Db elevation. The Singhoree Pergunnah generally is

. exceedingly broken and intersected by ravines and spurs of the hills,

only in places is there any good soil, and the populations are of mixed
er.

290. The Amurwara pergunnah has an extensive platean of un-
. dulating land, with, in places, a very good soil, but
pmorwass Perguual.  op w1l sides this plain merges iuto hilly country
and extensive tracts of jungle and waste land, such as the jugheer tracts
mostly consist of.

291, Like in other pergunnahs I have divided this one into three
A o ks different chuks for assessment. The first com-
. ; prises a few villages on the eastern side of the
Singhoree pergununah on the borders of Chowrye, it comprises a few vil-
lages occupying an open plain of good soil with excellent facilities for
irrigation. ‘The remuinder are situate on the upland plateau of Amur-
wara, they are open in situation, and have a cousiderable extent of good
soil with facilities for irrigation. T he second class villages are some-
what similar to the alove, except that they have a more broken area and
a greater proportion of poor land, while water is less easily obtainable.
The third cluss comprises poor hill villages with a large proportion of
unculturable land and a population of Gonds only. -

292. The past history of this Pergunnah is very similar to that of
7 » the other portions of the district lying above the
“Past ‘bistory of the Per-  ohuts, With this difference that from its situa-
ool : tion in immediate juxtaposition to the hills it was
Jenger exposed to the raids of the Gonds and other marauders and con-
sequently lay almoest entirely waste after the adjoining s;erguunabn to
the south had begun to be repopulated, and their lands once more
rought under the plough. For this reason the lands of Amurwarra are
said to be more fertile now than those of other pergunnabs as having
be M s time under cultivation ; my own personal experience hoy
does M:;iend ‘me to plln lmnnh xg;liano_le on tl}i:,;‘ asfertiwug;d:ndﬁ%ﬁ
arions descriptions of soil are precisely similar, 1 have adopted the
same rates as were applied to other umL locallé&.m’ Pﬁ’&
¥
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293. In one respect this pergunnah presents a mﬁko& dissimi-
: larity to the others, vgx;, the® uniform naturé of
m“‘*-“-d» ?et population and the regularity of its distri-
: ution. O

.

3 :
294. The agricultural population in all the bettermost villages
consists nearly entirely of Lodhees, who in some of
Ainbeipadaie ©we larger villages form large brotherhoods, all
more or less connected and who have most of the land in their own
band. This isthe c#se in the few villages of the first chuk lying in
the low country of the Singhoree pergunnah. These few villages once -
formed an independant talook held under one settlement and are now
inhabited by the numerous branches of one and the same family. The
remainder of the Singhoree pergunnah is inhabited entirely by Gowlees
and a few Gonds. The village proprietors are nearly all Gowlees who
in addition to cultivation keep herds of cows and buffaloes from which
they derive a large profit. ;

295. In the upper plateau of Amurwara all the open villages are
" tenanted by Lodhees, while the remainder are
Gond colonies ; in some few there are Gowlees,

and in one or two there are a few Rajpoots but they form but a handful

of the population.

296. The general method of agriculture is precisely similar to that
gt previously described by me and calls for no special
- remark. Amurwara is chiefly known for its ﬁ‘h
cane which is the best grown in the district ; much care is expended on
its cultivation and the supply of water from wells is abundant. The
high plateau of Amurwara abounds in streams, all of which are more or
less available for irrigation. Of the unirrigated crops the rubee is the
staple, and wheat the grain chiefly raised. There is aleo a certain pro-
portion of grain, muhsoor and teora. In the second class villages a lar-
ger proportion of the soil is unfit for rubee and in it khureef crops alone
are raised with certain intervals of fallow. In the third class villages
much of the cultivation consists of dhya only. !

297. Asregards prospects of future improvement ; in most of the

vinagen the good. land has been all taken up, so that

s gty much extension of cultivation cannot be looked for.

Still more however may be done in the way of irrigation for which, ag I
have observed, there are great facilities everyw here. " :

298. The general results of my assessments wxllbouonfroﬁtﬁo
e &5 totals of the stayt:m:it-h; the total present reven
Result of pew amew- s Rupees 20,304 and the proposed is Ru.
e, R pecs. 17,818, giving  total, reduction of Rup:

.
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m of sox;;a«pﬂt&e vdlngas. u inatano ) ‘the present rents are
qgate as hxgb and even higher thamthme anstmg in other ngunuha

- 299." The prevmhno rent of land under the I:if[ahranta Goverﬁulx)znt
pr f»« ‘ “was said to be Rupees 5 per khundee (that s about.
» %‘”M‘m "4 acres,) for lan Xe producing ruoee( crops. The
,ﬁérm- soils were not taken into account. My rates approximate very
nearly to that standard, no rate having heen applied to *“ Burdee’ soil.
But where the amount of the latter seems excestive as compared with
the superior qualities I have taken it into consideration in assessing ;
in the case also of villages held by Gowlees I have taken into consider-
ation the fact of their deriving a considerable profit from the produce of
~ their cattle, as owing to this source of income they are less inclined to
advance cultivation ‘as they might, and independently of that it-is but
fair that all sources of profit derived from the soil should be taken into
consideration even where no definite data can be arrived at but recourse
must be had to general considerations.

RS o B z
: ";m; i o :}20. The rates will be seen from the appended
* ; ' ASSESSMENT RATES.

g : Past Settlement. | New Settlement.

e s On Culti-{ On Mal- | On Culti-{ On Mal-
« - Chuks and Pergunnah. :

vation. |goozaree.| vation. |goozaree.
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PERGUNNAH KHUMARPANER. ©. %o

301. This Pergunnah contains in all 119 villages ; of ‘these. 9
atiber of ‘villages. have been declared waste and excluded from Set-
tlement. There remain 110 now brought under

the revised assessment. i

302. This portion of the district is bounded on the north by
A Pergunnah Mohkhair ; on the east by the river
T T Pench and the Dongurtal Pergunnah of the Seonee
district, and on the south and west by the ghats leading down to the
lower country of Tehseel Mohguon ; the south-eastern corner touches
upon the Nagpore district.

308. This Pergunnah is inferior in every respect to those noticed
iy e above ; there is no continuous extent of open cultiva-
A ted land ; it is -intersected everywhere by lines of
rocky hills and patches of barren waste and on all sides but the north
it is shut in by dense jungles. To the south, immediately above the
ghats, there is a plain of good soil entirely almost under cultivation, but
it is of limited extent and nowhere out of reach of the wild animals
from the neighbouring jungle’s ; with one or two exceptions there is
not a village Lut has a consideérable portion of jungle or barren lund

within its area.
; 304 '].‘he mass of the population consists of Gonds and @owlees,
the latter have been attracted by the abundant
P@I;m gtalﬁt;g ound aﬂ'oz:éed by thc; ]unglei,jxt is onlye
ina wofthebeteern es and those adjoining the open Pergunnah
of Mohk]mr that a better class of cultivators is found, namely Koonbees
Rajpoots Mws cultivators from elsewhere are deten‘od, from
settling by qua

t.ed unhealthiness of the climate and bad qua
te ,ﬁ ii&i&dabe:n&mcwgmmﬁwg hopul
n this Pergunnah' the o ~pen
h vgn  this to g::oqutfor the fact of rents gel
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° 805. From 1250 Fuslee to 1,258.5::_ lee the entire Pergunnah
B vy was leased to one Chandabhai, a speculator from
g A Nagpore, who made his own terms with the Mal-
, though the ordinary triennal settlements still continued to
made nominally under the supervision of the district authorities.
The result of this system may easily be imagined, Chandabhai employed
numerous agents, who in every mﬁh way defrauded both the people
and their employer, and thus while cultivation and population kept on
falling off, the lessee himself became none the richer, and the district
authorities appear not to have interfered with any effect. Thus it was that
on the accession of our Government, this portion of the district was
in a very bad condition, but since then steady and rapid improvement
has been taking place, population has increased and waste lands have
been taken up, and there now remains but little good soil unbroken by
the plough. '
806. In dealing with such a broken tract of country possessing
Striot classificationof i, YATICties of external feature which repeat them-
lages why impracticable.  clves so to speak at irregular intervals, it has been
almost impracticable to adopt any well defined to-
pographical elassification for purposes of assessment : the best land and
the densest jungle oceasionally lie in immediate juxtaposition, and the
value of any given estate affords no clue to that of the one adjoining.
In this respect therefore I have followed my own judgment as derived
from personal inspection, regard being had to the extent of open cultur-
able land as also to the nature of the agricultural population, their
caste and resources as evidenced by the sinking of wells or other addi-
tions to the value of the land. :

307. Hitherto in assessing I have divided the villages of a Per-
i gunnah into three chuks more or less defined hy
3 distinctive characteristics and capabilities; in
Khumarpanee however with perhaps two exceptions I know of no vil-
lage equal in any respect to those included in the first class chuks of
the—ootger Pergunnahs above the ghats, and I have consequently formed
the whole into two groups corresponding to the second and third chuks

previously assessed

308. 'The rates applied are precisely similar to those of the corres-
ol ~ ponding chuks of the other Pergunnahs above the
“Shesy ghats before mentioned, though actual rents may

slightly lower, still the actual quality of the soil and the nature of
the crops raised warrant me in employing the same data as criterions of
309, Poor ‘III is this tract ofcc;unhy generally, it yet possesses
S BB o Sy in places an ege:lea: soil, the more fruitful in
- General remarks on many instances that for reasons previously record-
O et edit bad q}:yod. the benefit of a fallow until &
comparatively recent period ; but its natural capabilities are often. neu-
of v > ] : o2 sy """."'(,.t
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tralized by waat of skill or of energy or of capital on the part of the
- cultivators, ’:r.%y ' inroads of ﬂmewr% animals from the neﬁ:fgq %1 :

jungles; in places also more land has been broken up than the popula
tion suffices to cultivate prupa'mand the evil reputation of the air an@d®
water is a bar to the introduction of new settlers. ~Add to this that the
means of communication are extremely bad, a road passable for loaded
carts leads from Khumarpanee, situate about the centre of the Perguns:
nah towards Chand in the north, the remainder of the Pergunnahis:
cut off from all communication except by stony paths practicable mtt
for pack animals, and these form the sole means of intercourse with
the country below the ghats, the great market for cereals of this part’
of the country. - 2 i Bl e
810. The crops raised and the mode of agriculture are very
W wrode,  Similar to that of other portions of the district
RS, aguical above the ghats above described.  The for-
mation is basaltic, consisting of lines of rocky hills with inter~
lying valleys of good land ; in these wheat, gram and other
autumn crops are raised, as also sugar-cane where means of irrigation
exist. Water is in some places abundant and wells easily sunk ; a good
deal has been done in this way in places, but improvement may yet ba
effected. Towards the south, as I have observed before, there is an open
plain of some extent; this is almost entirely under cultivation with
rubee crops, with oceasional irrigation, but wells are not so easily sunk’
heré as in the lower-lying valleys; the light soils are sown with™ kode,
kootkee and other poor grains raised during the monsoon and with va-
rious kinds of oil seeds. Some of the poorer villages have little of any
other cultivation.
.811. As observed before, there are very large tracts of jungle
R which have had to be dealt with in accordance
- b with the provisions of Book Circular LXXIT
No. 1696 A of 23rd December 1562. L SRR e
312. Most of these are utterly barren with but little culturable
disd soil, the most extensive lie on the banks of the
Barren character of the river Pench. and it is intended I believe to form
b3 ; this into one with the Dongurtal Forest Reserve,
though timber of any value does not now exist, exhausted as the re-
sources of the Forest have been for the supply of railway sleepers. In
this matter I have had to take into consideration the rights of the Gow-
Jees who have hitherto used these jungles for grazing; the breed ofe
oo o Khumarpanee cattle is celebrated both fo its size
Cattle and grazing lands. o 3 15ke, and the cows are excellent milkers, but
y during the raios and the commencement of the cold season

A e

e are retained near home ; after that they aré driven og‘ s
hmibmdmt asturesof Raecurh Bichya and Mundla,
s v B Re dlowitioh o Jingls; G~ ,

g ground be required I conceive that the Forest Depar
»n mode! , and as ts
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- m breeding mmuwmdthsm%'mrd ‘hardship for these
hy gmmrt to pay something for what they have hitherto enjoyed almost
. grat ; had Tseen csnse. to confer Proprietary right in these -
wastes I should have had to make a corresponding increase in the de- -
‘mand, so that in reality the reople are not losers by the change that
- will be made in the tenure of the land. In some of these villages a
large income is der,wed from the sale of mohwa, hurra and other jungle
duce; this has now been excluded from my calculations, and will
after thq setilement be realised as an item of forest revenue. There is
if any of this land which in my opinion is Jikely to meet with a
sale, as the great bulk of it is entirely unfit for cultivation, oonsxstmg of
,a-o,d:y ‘hill sides and such like impracticable ground.
313. I have said that this is a poor jungly Pergunnah; no greal:
improvement can therefore be looked for :“most of
Future prospects of ime | the good soil has mow been taken up and what
. culturable waste exists is for the mogt part light
nndy soil from which little return can be expected : something may yet
_ be dona for extending urngatnon of which at present sufficient advantage
©i8 not taken, but lookmg to other parts of the district which are so-
much more favored as regards situation, climate and character of the’
agricultural population, 1 can only say that my expectations of any ma-
terial improvement upon the whole are but slight. Individual instances
‘there are where progress may be looked for and these I have taken into
Oom;dermon in assessing,
814, The present revenue of the Pergunnah is Rupees 7178
and the proposed juma is Rupees 6637, being a

‘ “w‘h“m reduction in all of Rupees 541 or about 8 per cent.
g i 315, Subjoined 1isa table showing rates of
e —_— the past and present assessment.
, ASSESSMENT RATES. ‘
ks e s " Past Settlement. | New' Settlement.

it

. Chuks a0d Pergummals. ~ {On Culti- On Mal- |0p Culti-| On Mal.
TGS BN B o ‘ goozaree goozaree
o Bid ik Y e weail wodiaieated arned . aren .’Fotedm ares.

Rs. (AP, V.B-s. A.
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PERGUNNAH OOMRAIT. pro

317, "This Pergunnah comprises in all 258 villages, of thnae 16 m
e held in Mokasa or rent-free tenure and 2 in
S Mukta or Oobaree, there thus remain 241 Khalsa
villages, of these 29 have been excluded from assessment as being waste,
thus leaving a balance of 212 villages now brought under meslmeaﬁ,

_818. The area of the Pergunnah is large and presents great vn-
rieties of soil and other externnr features, To the
south aud east there is an open undulating plain
“almost entirely under cultivation; in places there is a considerable
breadth of good land producing wheat gram and other grains; on the
higher ground the soil degenerates into a mixture of sand and broken
particles of gneiss and other metamorphic rocks. Iirigation exists in
places. To the north and west again there is another patch of open
country, formxng the valley of the Pench river and bounded on the
north by the hills ot the Mohtoor. and Pertabgurh J e
is a good extent of open cultivation, but it 18 much intersected byﬂn
streams that feed the Pench. There is ver [‘; little irrigation. The rest
of the Pergunnah forms a sort of irregular belt of jungle and rocky land
running from north-east to south-west between the two open ‘chuks pre-
viously described, In places where the basalt rock exists there are
patches of good cultivation in yalleys; iy places where the formation is
sand stone or metam0rphw the wholo soil is of the poorest pau;hh,

General description.

M‘Pm‘ ,1 ! ; w Y ; »;
tv ‘1 have amded the wml!xgle bemito uiwo c‘hn‘l;anﬁr assessment
Bitonial - 464 Gy {0 purposes « best villages of the two
M 5 ! ! sbom;ntxoned aqe very similar i m_

d class villages of theadpm

have a;)p the . ‘Owing hoy e
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’m}'@mngubanm fomodmﬁbohe gncnl chuk towhxchnomt

ratos have been applied. < -

Tbe-chuk t,o thq mﬁt Iv'lmn called after the name of the

} tdvn situate in it, viz. Oomrqt.. The other chuk I have termed

i Ika” being the name apphed by the people tl)emselves to that strip
BT, i

8}L 'I'he Ooinrmt c'hnk, 48 ‘T'have' said before, has an nndula.t::ﬁ
cm “surface with great varieties of soil ; it is wate
pes by no stream of any note but in most places there
are facilities for irrigation. The agricultural population compnses all
castes and 1 can specify no one in particular as prevailing.

322. The * Dulka” chuk is quite otherwise ; it is traversed by the
Chuk Datks, 1« Geep bed of the Pench and intersected by numer-
ous small tributaries ; water generally is not found
ngt - the surface aud so very few wells exist, but on the other hand water
e from numerous streams ; again the general quality of the
! is inferior to that of the other chuk, the surface soil being continu-
ally washed : away ; but the greater proportion both of proprietors and
tenants are Gowlees who derive quite as much profit from cattle keepin 3
as from agriculture ; This part of the district has suffered for sever
years from a local failure of crops and much remission of rent has had
to be, given, hence the present nikasee must not be accepted as the true
w. . In assessing I have looked generally to the assets of the five
ng years. ;

vl 823. Regarding the third, chuk I need make very few remarks
m ﬂ . It presents great varities no doubt of soil and
T . neral capabilities, but in almost all the grea r

~of the area is barren ; many are overrun with dense jungles,
ﬁmbnlk ' the population covsists of Gonds. There are some few
w whigh form an exceptmn to the above but from local situation

mw formed part of the.same group.

324, 'There is i m ‘places greatrgzn forhmprv;mentbykmem.ﬁ‘
. drrigation ] in es where the trap rock prevai
© AN a4 thmnkmg otP wells is very precarious and uncer-
§ ~tain, but in the sandstone and metamorphic for-
na 'ms’;qt wqmu otherwise. I will give as an example the town of
s bas veg little really good soil but water is found near
gation u apﬁlfea the o dry crops, ‘such-as—
: would not grow at all; terearemau other
md b\ﬂlﬂv of WM might p

. %ﬁﬁ‘ﬁ.&a unﬁ?ﬁmi
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325. All over the Pergwnnah -and chiefly ir the “Dulka” t;oit
QEREbE il Gowlees are to be found who derive a considerable = °
R income from cattle keeping ; it is almost impossible

to represent these profits in tangible figures but I have taken the item
into consideration 1n assessing. In some villages a considerable profit
is derived from jungle produce, but much of this will now be lost by the'
demarecation Ofghewastelan‘dé. & i il 3 Wiy ) Bl
826. The total present regexl:;e of the adssessed villages is Rupees
6,183 and t roposed juma is Rupees 14,533
L s - “which gives s‘to&l reduction of Rupees 1,650 or
about 10} per cent. npon the whole. . ‘
327. Subjoined is the table of rates,

Table of rates,
ASSESSMENT RATES. ;
Past Settlement. | New Settlement.
n Culti- { On Mal- [ On Culti-| On Culti-
Chuk and Pergunnah. P ‘ ;
vation. | goozaree. | vation. [vated area
Rs. [A[P.| Bs. [A|P.| Rs. |A.[P.| Rs.
Chuk II. of6o o34 ofss o0
Do. “ Dulka” 0|54 0131 o411 0
Do. 1II 038 0|110 o0 ﬂ_oj,
Pergunnah. 0 49‘ 0|26 o0 el 0 si 8

328. The highest and lowest rates in any village are as follows :—

On Cultivation,

s RC- A‘ P- ¥

e P — .
SR B T ¥ ¥
m (e 00, sdn tesn 08 ae 0s o

B dbeaim Bl Sk

M?"’@‘"”"v'—'t‘ :'.:'r'ff.r”@'iﬁ ' FLUR T Aok R




.

i

. ; u

a i Rt B
. PERGUNNAH ASSAIR.

-~ 829, This Pergunnah extends over a very large area and forms
RO in itself the whole of a separate Tehseel,* it is
i bribieed however a very wild tract sparsely inhabited and

badly cultivated and overrun with large tracts of jungle and Forest
land, It contains in all 292 villages : of these 8 are held on Mokasa
or rent free tenure. Of the mmauﬁ:g 284 Kbalsa villages 95 have
been excluded from settlement as waste ; this lefives a balance of 189

villages now reassessed.

830. For the purposes of assessment I have divided the Pergun-
‘ Ay ontoy nah into two Chuks corresponding to the second
and third Chuks of the cultivated Pergunnahs
above the ghats. The first Chuk comprises a few open villages situate
near the Bail river on the borders of the Baitool District, and a few
other villages from different parts of the Pergunnah which were superior
to the others as regards soil and character of the agricultural popula-
tion. These villages have some extent of open lund under rubee culti-
tion. The other Chuk consists chiefly of Gonds or Gowlee hamlets
where there is little or no cultivation except of the poorest possible kind,
the inferior grains and a few oil seeds being raised in the rains. The
population derive their chief subsistence from the maize or beans grown
in the garden patches attached to their dwelling places, and from the
flowers of the mohwa tree, the fruit of the char or chironjee and other
Jungle produce.
¢ 331. Ineedsay no morein this place than that this is the very
poorest portion of the Khalsa part of the district
%Pmof this portion of  and though there is no doubt rcom for much
s improvement both by introducing irrigation
extending cultivation, yet looking to the nature of the population and
and the unhealthiness of the climate I cannot look for any great im-~
‘mediate improvement even under a settlement of 30 years duration.

. REDUCTION NOW PROPOSED.

o Fomer | Propomsed | Total | Bercontageof e

© juma. . juma. reduction. Shold
?;m : 8796 ¢« | s B e don i M BB
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&80, Tt will be asibs Seciet th anne‘x’edﬁbb'zhatlm‘h;u

wmall reduction in the assessment as the present demand is very rea-
- sonable, in fact no reduction would have been required on the whale but
for the exclusion of the excess wastes from the Malgoozareee avea the
income derivable from these wastes will much more than counterbalance

the small reduction now guoted. pres
: ; 833. The chuk rates will be seen from the
Ak ¥ . table herewith appended. WLk i er:‘ :
ASSESSMENT RATES. Bl

Past Se‘ttlemant. New Sett}ezp_ent.

vy - | On Culti-| On Mal- | On Culti] On Mal-
Chuks and Pergunnah, goozaree goozaree
vatedarea) area. [vatedarea| area. >

Rs, |A./P| Rs. AP, Rs..A.,P. Rs. |AP.

Conk 1.} 0|39 0 le 0 3134 0|21
Chuk IIT. 0|38 o|ifsl o 3\1 ARIE:
Pergunnah ... o 0.).8t6 01 8“' 0 3| 016

- 334, 1should add that no rent rates have been applied to the third
i class of villages and for the follo reasons. The

crsat rates not applied to o0, 143 vators are almost entirely Gond, a mi

race attached to no particular spot and possessis

little aptitude for agriculture. 'They are only kept to their villages by
Jow rents and generally liberal treatment, consequently rents bear very
little proportion to the relative value of the land and vary in every
village. In point of fact the Malgoozars are glad to get what they can
ont of their tenants irrespective of the intrinsic value of the land. It is
therefore almost impossible to deduce any average system of rents from
existing payments, and 1 have thought it useless to fabricate a fictitiots
rent roll not based upon any foundation of fact. 1 have been guided in
assessing by past pagments and the present rent-roll, while plough and
produce jumas have been applied as some guide to the resources ofthp, 55
village and the real value of the land, but in fact it is 1mpracticak :
frams an assessment upon. thee and T have accordingly attached
little weight to . Lmay add that I adopted this system in ai
il clase of villages i tho Daool dstiict an
Ve e e e, 7o
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T £ TALOOKA. HURBAKQ'{‘ &

385. Talool.a. Hurrakot comprises in all 44 vnl’!ages, but of theac "
D 28 have been reserved from settlement as waste
i leaving 16 in wh:ch Proprietary Right has been
- conferred.

- 836. This tract was formerly held in Jagheer by Bubootsing one

. of the three beredxta.ry priests of the Mahadeo

hef'om"'y beld in Jag- cave, but was cnnhscated owing to rebellion on

- part of thesaid Bubeotsing in 1858. Owing to the

revigion of boundary line between the Hoshungabad and €Chindwara

the greater portion of the talooka has been transferred to the

former district including all the proprietary villages ; there remain a

few waste villages to the south of the Mahadeo hills now taken into the
Boree teak Forest.

837. Like the other Jagheer estltes of tlm district this was much
neglected and little or nothing was ever dene to
effect improvement ; with the exception however
of the villages now to be settled, the whole tract consists of mountain
and jungle of the wildest character with very little culturable land ;
the villages now assessed occupy an open plain in the banks of the
Dainwa river and are further cut off from the Nerbudda valley by a line
of low hills.covered with jungle, the present population is very poor,
and though the land is good in places yet from defective cultivation the
produce derived is much less than it might be. Much improvemeit

be looked for during the present settlement as the neighbouring
v ey of the Nerbudda affords a ready market for produce of all kmds
and cultivation will be stimulted.

838, The rent rates have been derived from an average of the
actual existing rates for ditferent qualities of soik
Teot rtes bow deduced as under the peculiar circumstances of the talooka

Ifbuve thought it desirable to make the settlement as light as possible.

i lfomer neglect,

_m«:«u e - 839, Igivea tableoftb.ratesapphed.
"+ Description of Soil. s aversge] Assumed rates.

b T A SRR Rs. |A | P.| R [A.| P.
. -w “en e ° v 4 ‘1 6 o 1 1, 3 . o
R e s T it il @ bl G B B0
(. Voe e Y e o be ‘ 4 0 ¢ 6 o
_: L OA g% ’l’.‘; S el BOREE :o AL 8‘ i 9 '9. . -‘ b o
m ; .’."l';'" i Mgt o MY i 2 2 4“ '*:‘T,o g 'h..;. “} -k
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f=84-1 ‘thbs ‘talooka is npw*toim fnmsferre& {o ‘the ‘Hoshﬂii)
mﬁmm bddﬁalétﬂc’t its statisties have not been’ mfb& &

o “in the tabulated statements of this district, but ave
e Fiesagal Saiet . megusdod ‘separately and will be “found in the Ap-
pgndn to this report.

342, j s now come to the assessment of the chuks below t“h'e ng

o to which entirely different rates were appiiea
‘ghats. pbernipenpt |+ adopted above the ghats. Ak 4t

PERGUNNAH PANDOORNAH ; ’Hf.sy‘

- 843. This Pergunnah eompnses in all 88 vﬂluges of these 2 }m%
umber ot been declared waste and excluded from. setﬂvurent.
pber o WUW It forms a portion of the present Saosdr | ¢

341‘« t Thi&*trﬁu’t lies entirel belowlthe glxats,, it s B =
i i S HE noft.hﬂb}; the ghats and the jungly Wﬁ;ﬁ' ‘
w‘m"swm‘ - Ambarra belonging ‘to the same Tehseel, jon the

east Ly#the Mehgaon “Pergwinah, on-the south by the Katol fl.‘elxt:etﬂlmm'v
the Nagpore district, and on the west by the river Wurda and Berar.
It comprises a great variety of soils and villages varying from 5&9 m& ‘
‘thwst to the poorest to be found in the whole district. i

“In describing/the geu ;E]. features of the tract . 11\7)11«#{
time explain the cl uks which I hnvq formed for purposes of
A b&tt iMweﬁy bentedatandis e large town of Pandowa
very larse | ion of dl« , mercantile, agrmmum 4
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hardly be said to exlist as a defined range, merging as they do into the
plain_ through innumerable spurs nnd’.undulatgons rolling one over'

s

another.

_ Here then, as may be expected, great varieties of external feature are
presented. Generally speaking the soil is of a poor stony nature, and
the population consists mostly of the inferior orders of agriculturists,
but here and there, and especially on the borders of the open country
there are some valleys with good soil well cultivated, The villages so
situated have been grouped into my second chuk, while the poor hill
villages have gone into the third chuk. Again to the south of the open
basin, above referred to, there is a considerable tract of broken hilly
ground, also presenting great varieties of external feature and agricultu-
ral capabilities. Some villages there are possessing a certain extent of
good open land, though the soil is more or less shallow, with a rocky
sub-soil. Again other villages are a mere collection of Gond huts, the soil
light and stony, with a large area totally unculturable. These villages
have been grouped into the second and third chuks respectively.

- 845. The Pergunnah under report formed part of the ancient
Pt Hiat division of the Mahratta empire, known as Peogurh
ory. . 7

below the ghats, and like tEe rest of the Chind-

wara district formed an integral part of the Nagpore State until A. D.
1854. It came under our temporary management after the fall of Appa
Sahib in 1818, and the task of setthng the revenue then fell to Captain
Gordon who was given the charge of the Nagpore district. The state
of this part of the Chindwara dgirict then differed materially from that

- of the parts above the ghats : owing to their open situation near the

capital and at a comparative distance from the mountain haunts of the
Gonds and other marauders, these villages, though no doubt at times
harassed by the raids of Pindarees and other freebooters, were yet able
on the whole to maintain themselves and did not fall into that state of
desolation which I have before mentioned as prevailing above the ghats.
‘Mr. Jenkins in his report on the Nagpore State mentions the,tract of
Deogurh below the ghats as being a generally well populated and well
cultivated ; the exactions of the Mahratta Government, how-
ever, between the years 1803 and 1807 had been pretty universal, and
this portion of the country was no exception to the rule. Captain Gor-
don found the country very much over-assessed and consequently im-
poverished and he set himself at once to the task of granting rehef by
a considerable abatement of the demand. Since then again the revenue
thas gone on rising, though but little new land can have been taken up,
and so high was the demand at the time of the annexation in 1854 that
f 'y large amount of reduction had to be given : since then however

has taken place at each succeeding settlement, and the pre-
: ‘d-ism%ty‘veg:i%h'ifdu ed by the amount of the de-

clared “nikases” which bas formed the basis of all previous set-

; Y S0 ot e
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'346. The chief, and in fact only, fovvnf'i‘sf-tn'y"’size in this Perg:

' _ nah is that of Pandoornah, there is no pe
staple manufacture, but all ordinary trades are ‘

resented, and there are several wealthy money dealers and Mahajuns.

;i’()wn duties are collected and a town police force maintained ; there is
also a large and accessible market for produce of all descriptions., The
other villages in the Pergunnah are almost purely agricultural and but
few of them are of any size ; the mass of the population not immedi-
ately engaged in trad® seems to have centred itself in the town of Pan
doornah alone. Besides the ready market here presented, there is the
highway leading from Nagpore to Baitool and ‘the Nerbudda valley,
‘and the neighbouring tertitor{' of Berar ready to absorb any amount of
produce, not to speak of the large towns in the adjacent Nagpore dis-
trict and those of Pergunnah Mohgaon, so that it may be said that
every possible facility exists in this respect. At present the roads are all
but impassable in the rains, but it is to be hoped that in time some-
thing will be done to establish permanent, means of communication, both
with Baitool and Nagpore, and also with the rest of the Chindwara
district, from which at present it is somewhat isolated owing to inter-
vening. jungles and absence of any decent road.

o i a7 .
Resources, population &e.

347. In the first group of villages the agricultural community
consists almost entirely of Mabratta Koonbees.
In the second group there is an admixture of Rajs
povts, Bhoyers and inferior castes, while in the third group the popula~
tion consists almost entirely of Gonds and a few low castes who live by
labour and are found in almost every village. In some few villages
Malees are found but not in any number. The general style of agri-
culture, at least in the two first groups, is of a very superior order to
that of the parts of the district lying above the ghats, much labour is
expended on the preparation of the soil, all available manure is applied
to the land, weeding is carefully gone through and in fact the most is
done to secure a good crop. There is comparatively little irrigation
however, which I can only account for by ancient custom ; what wells
there are however are frequently turned to account to irrigate the ordi=
nary dry crops when suffering from drought. MR

Agricultural community.

FERYS et A
. .

'848. ' T have said that the majority of the non-agriculturists have
5 centred themselves in Pandoornah. Tsaqm
umber of villages culti-  centralisation has also. been followed somewhat
viedPyekashi- "Dy the cultivators not only around Pandoorna, but
also in some other of the larger villages; the consequence is that a num-
er of villages, comprising in some cases the best land to be found in

e

N

e Pergunnah are, as it is termed, “ reeth” without habitation and.
tivated pyekasht entirely, 1By the custom of tho country no me
allowe g 0 outside the Jimits of the village where it is collec
cont ands tilled pyckasht receive no artificial aid e

cases where the cultivator builds a cattle shed on his land, solely w



e o

1

nd held.by pyekasht cultivators,
stance | ’ ;reéxdhnce of the culti-©
consequently unable to devote so much time to it, ashe
ste so much of it daily on the road to and fro. This will ac-
he great disparity now existing in Pandoornah itself and other
ges, and ihosfmﬁm,tmmednﬁenel bourhood. :

PRSP R M R N : :
349, Thestayle crops in the first class ‘v;lhqee.mmer.@e».wm
0 A A S ‘and toor, the latter bain? generally sown in rows
2 0" alternately with cotton. = These two crops. occupy
) lftﬂah‘-:hree-fonrths of the area. 'The breadth of land under eotton

has materially increased of late years, so much so that the amount of
“grain grown is’said not to suffice forlocal consumption, and it has con-
sequently to'be imported from elsewhere. Gram, wheat and linseed are
own in ‘small quantities and chietly. for the sake of rotating the crop.

In the second class villages gaherall‘y eaking there is less jowaree and
‘cotton, and more of the rubee crops, wheat gram, muhsoor and ‘others.

. Hhisisipartly owing to the nature of the soil and partly to inferior agri-
‘as the ruliee crops requirenothing beyond ploughing the land und
sowing the seed, whereas the khureef erops of cotton and jowaree to be
‘successful require a certain amount of manuring and a good deal of sub=
sequent labour in the way of weeding and hoeing. In some of the vil-
lages bordering on the Nagpove 'district the dye-plant Al or Morinda is

- cultivated to u certain extent, it is sown -only by a tribe of Rajpoots
called i\lkm!ges, and these all reside in villages in the Nagpore terriiity,
edltivating pyekasht. The plant is three yearsin the ground after
?&? it is'dug up with great labour, and the dye is eXtracted from the

K0 kg o

s

U the third dlass villages the ribee and kureef ero ou
i S anei o ke VIAEOs WG FDee el eraps are about

f grown, but the style of _;uﬁ;xcultnrg is very inferior. What irei-
- Bation there is, is chicfly confined to the growth of sugar-cane, and in
e H&hfgrw t:ﬂ!ggt:sf:}ll' ygggtﬁl:lgd&od;xfcg.- Hardly any ‘opium is grown.
. 4m ol espects the gener e of agriculture is similar to that pur-
AN it e aon ik e Ay BT T

850 Provious to asséssment T divided the
- ~ abouve described according to

T then proceeded
“of svil as shown by the
‘ibal of neh ‘et

ks s
“ﬁi%f&ﬁ%s

“\“F‘.‘n%&) Ahay
b, BN §
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PR ~ 851 Lappend afable of rates per acre.
s S Chuk IL .} Chuk OI.  *
anumouanon..‘ % E g : §
g -
Rs. [A./P] Rs, (A[P.| Rs. |A.P.| Rs. |A. [P} Rs. AP Rs. |
Ealeg, 1st Class ... .. «!2]1 2'1zo| 015/ 2 1120 1 oTo § ool
Do ASA 1. e beb ...zs_z,:aoow‘l 180 o|786 o0
Moorund 1136 1|80 0(132 1[0 0 of|el4 o
Khurdeo 0|81 012 00 0|70 0l80 048 0
Raetaree oo’ oxoooal 0[60 0|30 0
Burdee oo'x o-1ooozloo4ooa (]

On all irrigated land I have assumed a rate of Rupees 5 which i is
in about the proper proportion to the dry land rates.

852. The above represent my assumed rates which are pa'rtly
founded on existing omes ; but while my highest rate is Rupees 2-12-0,
there are some lands paying neurly Rupees 4 per acre, and similarly in
the second chuk, while the “highest assumed rate is Rupee 1-12-0 theq
are lands paying as much as l%upees 2-12-0 per acre and so on. R4

vl

353. In applying these rates I have found the result to vary ess-
ceedingly even in adjacent villages possessing

in;n ;;’:-ht o6 appare%t{y a very smllf:!' soil, in fact I am quite at
~ a loss to account for the very great difference ex-

isting in the present rates between estates immediately co-termm‘
can only put it down to the want of all previous measurements, or
knowledge of area on the part of the people and ancient cmtom w’ha,cb
been followed from father to son, although during the Mal
gpt xanta were regnlaxl;y, reyised. more or less at each trie

nt. I have confidence1n the accuracy . of my measuren
s ﬁferl" efwgd it _impossiblo to. go. simply on my ¥
« onsi based on existing rents, but I hay
_edina morq gamml manner as follows :— ;




. ~
¢ "854, Thave said before that under the Maharaita Government.
R ol rents were always kept up to meet the pressure
Rates 4 they Wert:  of the Government demand ; for the last ten years
however this has not been the case, and the great rise in the value of
produce has greatly enhanced the value of land; however temporary
this present state of prices may be, at least as regards cotton, there is
" but little chance T think, seeing the manner in which communications
are being opened up throughout the conntry, that. prices will-ever revert
to their former low standard. T assumed therefore that a decided rise
/in rents may be looked for, and I was given to understand that rents
were being raised in the adjacent parts of the Nagpore district, I have
. therefore assumed, to begin with, that a decided increase may be looked
for in the rent-rolls. If this were all however, and if assuming that the
rentals would rise even 25 per cent, a half asset assessment would very
considerably Jower the revenue. Besides such a proceeding would be
dndiscrimipate and bear no relation to the capacities of individual
estates. I have merely asumed the rise in rents as a reason for not
(giving any general and indiscriminate reduction. I have said that the
present rates vary exceedingly. I have accordingly taken up villages
ty groups, similar as far as possible in ull circumstances. I have taken
‘the general rate on cultivation in each, and have thus arrived at a sort
“of standard to which all might I think be made to conform ; the rate
‘on cultivation as opposed to rates on each kind of soil may be the
better resorted to here, as the value of the soil depends not so much on
/its intrinsic quality as on the mode of cultivation, viz ploughing, manu-
ring and weeding ; in this respect the agriculture of this portion of the
~ district varies immensely from that of the portions situate above the
hats, and a different method of  assessment may be resorted to. Thus
‘then assuming a standard rate, looking to my deduced rates and the
rent-roll with its prospects of increase, I have endeavoured to equalize
‘ghg demand, giving relief where it seemed wanted and enhancing tie
demand where I thought the circumstances fully warranted it. That
_present rents are low as compared with the value of the produce is, I
think, shown by my produce jumas which are immensely in excess of the
-estimates by rates, but which in fact are founded upon a very moderate
estimate of productiveness, in many cases from the statements of the
Agggple“thempelyea, and Ihave taken the average of the market prices
r the last ten years. These estimates were in the first instance
- dear for the Mohgaon Pergunnab, where existing rates are rather
b e, but the sl i point of fuct i intriclly iufeior, and T could
uﬁ L refore as_sum%a less ratio of productiveness in this case.
" @55. Tappend a table of my rates for the chief articles of p
i? : JPP ¢ ‘duce of the Khureef crops, the value depeﬁdl% :
SRR 00 entirely on the mode of enltivation that I have
WM ?’ordl soils alike of vegetables, two or more crops
ng ‘l' in 'ﬁegeyeuﬁzlfﬂmd: ‘avalue ?‘mbh that of Sugar,

it

e

Wiewe, Y
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o T TR
. Al ‘Q‘;).‘A
Crop. Produce per acre, Value. e
Rs. |AP.| Rs, [o[P.
. Klmréef : e
Cotton ..| 80 seers kupas or 40 lbs. a1
: clean cotton gloo 1160
Jowaree ...| 2 Khundies ] 10100 112 O
Toor ..| 160Seers .. 6112 0 1 4’:};0
Oorud ... 1 Khundie | 7100 1130
Tilee .+.| 20 Kooros .J10[0 0 11100
Moong 1 Kundie 5(00 0 14{ 0
Arundee .| 15 Kooros ..] 6|0 0 ‘1100
. Rubee. pbi
Wheat in Kalee 2 Khundies W14 16028
Do. in Moorund ..| 25 Kooros 9|/1/0] 118
G'ram 2 Khundies ' 14 6 0 2 8
Alsee 1 Khundie ] 111000 114
Mahsoor in Kalee ...| 2 Khundies J1412/0f 218
_ Do. in Moorund ...| 30 Kooros ol 1ie
Teora or Lakh as{Mahsoor 00j0] 00
Koosum i g | Maunds; ‘ 8 10,0 7 11"0
i .u_ : . aid [ORE s &5
Sngﬁ'- .e 1 Khllndie d GOO!‘ .
: "ty : e
.Opmm ) 8% Seers! | lyisan
erDyb ﬁhnt wﬁmd.in_s years ..
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« °  356. These are but rough estimates but they are approximately

teo A o correct and at any rate do not exceed the average

Estimates only approxi- production ; still the rates give a -result immense-
s ly over that of rent rates, and are useless for pur-
poses of assessment. In the second chuk villages I have taken two-thirds of
the above rates, and in the third chuk one-half. e

357. This Pergunnah like other parts of the district has always
been highly assessed, and eyen though we may
« Rormer assessment bigh: 150} for sume rise in rents, still if anything like a
half asset settlement is now to be made, a reduction must take place
in the Government demand ; on the whole therefore I am proposing a
reduetion though not to any great extent, as the people generally are
well off, and the present assessment though high is not oppressively so.
The present jumas vary from 80 to nearly 90 per cent. upon the total
nikasee, allowing rents o rise 25 per cent, which is the very utmost that
can be expected in any case ; supposing this rise to take place equally
over the whole, a settlement at Ealf assets would entail a reduction of
at 195?815 per cent and in some cases even of more.
3

4 i

.. The amount of the revenue for the first year on record was
Y mm . . Rupees 24,679, but much reliance cannot be placed
LSS on the recorded jumas of those times, as they were
frequently only collcted in part, the amount so collected varying each
year of a settlement. At the annexation of the country the amount
was Rupees 80,391 which at the. next settlement under our rule was
zeduced to Rupees 26,281, and my present proposals come to Rupees
24,485, which gives a total reduction of about 7 per cent. on the whole.
ol st ™ 359. The following is the table of rates.

ASSESSMENT RATES.
Past Settlement. New Settlement.

On Culti-{ On Mal- | On Cultid On Mal-

. Ohuk and Pergunnah.
i ‘ 3 vttion.

LA

Pl ey : Rs. AP,

:1;' , ) l I. W A 04 lﬁ\ -
. 4 (0 DO . 5
Ok L o6

i R T v . 5 g

,_'#!’. '%vfr»w i ,m v 30 B 0 4 LER Wiy

0w }.-*:‘«'5\;‘ n' A STRERRNELY S Y )5 ;
ey Rl o g FAF : o P4
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. 360. The Plough ﬁm“ have been deduced ilm

the Mm an
“""’""‘" ought to eultlvate 20 acres of land and ‘M!-
culation is as follows :— 2R
E i N
Chuk:  Eper plOUgh vuseerivressuanrsssesesee RS, 19, ;
Chuk II ” L R I I I R R Y ” 12 .
Chuk m-‘ ,,‘ L T S, NIEEEEE S ,,' 5.* .
: : 361. The highest and lowest rates of any one
Compurative fable of rtes. - viNlage in this Pergunnah are :— - i

-. Highest rates. | Lowest rates. *
AREA ; o

g

Re. TA TP Beool ol fe B

TN

On Cultivation .. .. .. .. 1 9(. 6 0 1
On Malgoozaree .. ... .. .. 1 8| 3 0 11 0

PERGUNNAH MOHGAON. .

862. This is the richest of all the Pergunnahs in the distriet,
S _ the best populated and the best cultivated. It
. contains in all 177 villages, of these two are held
on moknsa.. and twenty-eight in mukta tenure, while sixteen have been
reserved from assessment as waste ; this leaves a balance of 131 vil
lages now assessed.
868. The Pergunnah is bounded on the north by the line of ghats
TR A which separate it from the Balaghat or upper
. country of the Chindwara district ; some few of
its villages are situate amid the jungles of the ghats. To the east the
Pergunnah is bounded by spurs of the main line of ghats which as it
were form the basis of the Khumarpanee Pergunnah, which is also above
the ghats but a somewhat lower level ; westwards the Pergunnah mer-
ges without any definite line of demarcthon into the Pandoornah Per-
‘gunnah ; to the south it is separated from the Nagpore district b‘he
tolel‘ably well defined line of rocky hills. The central portion of
- -Pergunnah may be described as a f.ohn%’ly level basin drained by the
‘viver Kunhan, and one of its chief tributaries the Jam which flows
+ from the direction of Pandoornah; it has been ﬁ:iosedﬁy the M
‘Commissioner to formthxs in into a vast by dam
 the Ki at tho souﬁh-east.em corner of th‘ '
& "“ﬁ?ﬁm the hills of Khu
: abondmribed this buin is shut in on { M

19

; ‘:,' %1 -
¥ ,.,;rw_ e W ST i, S : .
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ills ; it is intersected in uvral byhu pﬁhu,
t: ound formed b
ﬁ‘?mm'”dm ﬁ‘enial,n‘h my to tho ‘south

08t the whole of this bann 18 now. under cultivation chiefly vnth'
the Khureef crop, cotton, jowaree and toor being the great staples.

864. I have formed the tract into three chuks for purposes of as-
Rt i sessment.  The first comprises all the villages oc-
- cupying the main portion of the basin above de-
scribed ; the second comprises the villages lying n ufifavorable situa-
tions 'cmong the broken ground bordering upon the surrounding hills,
and the third chuk comprises all those villages actually situated in- the
jungles-and also some of the poorer ones on the borders of the open
country.
- 865, The villages in thehﬁrst class are uhx:ﬁst elntirlely mfx‘der cul-
. tivation; they possess generally a level surface but
PA S ~the quality of the soil varies very much; more how-
ever depends upon the mode of cultivation and the labour - expended
upon the soil than upon the intrinsic quality of the soil itself; thus by
means of manure and careful husbandry some appareatly very poor soils
are made to yield excellent crops of cotton, jowaree and toor. Compa-
ratively little of the soil is adapted to the growth of rubee crops and
these are not held in much account. Irrigation is not much resorted to
except in a few villages where this style of cultivation is carried to the
greatest perfection; generally speaking much improvement might be
effected in this respect, but just now the cultivators are so intent en
growing cotton that they pay little attention to the subjeet of irrigation;
the second chuk of villages has a somewhat similar but rather poorer
soil ; the crops raised and mode of cultivation are also very similar;
much of the land in these villages is cultivated Pyekasht from the larg-
er villages of the first class: land so cultivated loses the benefits of
manure, as by local custom manure may not be removed from the village
where it is formed. The third class villages present a great variety of
feature, anid possess almost every kind of soil, but the cultivators are
ehiaﬂy Gonds and but inferior crops are raised.

. 366. The mass of the cultivators in the two first classes of villages
P 4y, Delong to the Koonbee caste and speak the Mah-
7" ratta language ; there are alsoin places a few Raj-

on t.he bordem of tbe Pandoornabh Pergunnah there are some

oyers ; the large towns of Mohgaon and Lodeekhera

ed population of all castes and trades; the latter

m is qully ed for the produce of its looms, and for its. brass

\d copper manufactures. The mass of the cultivators must be b
_to be well off; the last few years espacially as- high F‘W E:

by Wg{;ﬂtmm e B At o 4

&
& .

oft.hmtoutatoofmde endance never before known by
MMM as suddenly as they. have

e maku s
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‘367 ing &ofmmdntanﬂtha"_v !
Asi bk *'.‘»-w; ; ve based g ofer to 9
‘it p«'&m Pu- my ramarksontbnl’unm’ naﬁ"r hich
! """""' ' contains briefly all T have to say on the sub] ok i
888 T here append a table showing the actual average rents as
i deduced from the Khusras, and tbemmd“tahr
verage rents a8 eXsHE  that I have framed from them.
« | emxn Cmox I 1 Cmox nt.* ;
7 e - S
av £
& g Ea
DESCRIPTION OF SOIL. 1 § % g ,g
‘ £ 513 g oy
PR R AR
& \‘5 E % i) :
n-Alr. Rs.[A.[P nsAP;R-A Rs)A. P Rs. (AP
Trrigated 1803, ..eecevssopsersssesensss saseens on:osoooo'so oooxs‘o,ol
Kalee 16t ClASS. .1 iiuiovctennnciiiesinneien 8010 9 81120 0f 0015 81 8 oo 1|00
Kalee 20d Class 240 8|00 1|1/01]a0o0fw0o0 1|00
M00EUB, doequviensssshnosiodicih erpasistntes 16100 10120 o f13{:9)1 |0 0o 61 0|80
Khurdee.... ou}xxo ololglo|soole4 olso
RHATER .cossnserssnnrs s 1)9i 0 12 0'6;108 052 o060
S SIS PN s v 0|89 o d o5 qojadqo gl

369. The Pergunnah or deduced rates have been a.ctually worked ‘
out from the rents paid by different soils as entered in the columns of
Khusra, and the assumed rates have been framed partly with a view to
the highest rates actually existing in some villages and partly on the
supposmon that rents a mit of a certain increase.

: 870 The Produtc: te:tmi:te; are p;eclx:e’ly the same as were applied -
: ‘ e Pandoornah Pergunnah, as also the :
M"' m - -mates by Ploughs; the former are based onm
most moderate calculations of the productiveness of the several - or
‘but they will be found to be much in excess of my rates npon soils; t, a’_‘»;’
latter however have been my chief guide in assessing, as 1 deem ite

\ m“'ﬁb base oposah upon caleulations of ”d .- Iy
t\rﬁwmlimh\itwogx oﬂ}y bea ronma.tely true, mp" E C
test of what land can ,,’2,.,

on of
-ociddwoim m
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no extension of the cultivated area can be looked -
for, more irrigation might be introduced but at present the cultivators
‘ara“memntongmmng cotton.than any thing else and do not care
to sink their money in wells. In the second group of villages there is

room for improvement, at present many of them are uninhabited
and the land is cultivated pyekasht which renders rents lower than they
might be with a resident population, there is also a considerable extent
of culturable waste ; this is owing partly to want of population and to
the nelghbourhood of j jun ’gles which render the profits of agriculture very

ops, owmi to the "incursions of wild animals which both devour
a proportion of the crop and entail a considerable expense for watching.
In the third class villages I can look for no great improvement, as the
unhealthiness of the climate and the scarcity of water added to the dread
of wild animals form an effectual bar to the introduction of a better class
of cultivators, and as long as Gonds form the mass of the population the
.;qultlvatmn of the soil will never reach any perfection.

872, The total present revenue, including mukta or quit-rent

R villages, is Rupees 70,695, and my revised assess-

W iy sk s onents give a total of Rupees 66,405, being a re-
“duction of Rupees 4,290 or about 6 per cent upon the whole.

g , 373. The following is the table of rates shov-
D A ing past and present settlements.

ASSESSMENT RATES,

Past Settlement. | New Settlement.

e gavag 5o o | On Culti{ On Mal- [ On Cultid On Mal-
- Chuks and Pergunnah. '
J T | vation. |goozaree.| vation. |goozaree.

Rs. |A{P| Rs. [A[P.| Rs. [A[P.| Rs. [AP.

18 7 0*"'1'”5}"
716 035 6
$9 0110
119 0|80
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. 374 The highest and lowest rates of any oue village in this Per-

 REVENUE RATES. o,
e S 1 AN N A e & . ‘W
S By CnARE Highest rates. | Lowest rates,

Re. [A| P | Re | A B0

On Cuttivation~ = .ol 2|0l 0] 0 | 1] 1
Phagabs i

On Malgoozaree .. .. ..{ 1 {12{ 8| o | o] 4

TALOOKA AMBARRA.
875. This is a small Talook subordinate hitherto to Pergunnah

: Mohgaon. It lies partly above and  partly below

Situati :
o the ghats which at this point are very straggling
ool i and irregularin their formation. Tt comprises

in all 64 villages ; of these 20 villages have been
excluded from settlement as being totally waste.

376. Previous to the annexation of the country the whole Talooka
T was held asa single mukta tenure, and formed an
i 4 appanage of the Rajah of Nagpore; since then it
has been held in Malgoozaree by Janojee Rajah with whom three several
settlements have been made for each village.  The enquiry into pro-
rietary right has resulted in the recognition of the ¢laims in some
instances of Theekadars of long standing who have been declared
* under-proprietors ; in the greater number of cases however proprietary
right has been conferred on Janojee,Rajah : the latter has never ex-
ercised any interest in these villages beyond receiving the rents, he is
an absentee and holds none of the land in his own hands: hence the
tenants generally have been left very much to their own resources and
these being very limited little has been done to effect improvements.

3877. In assessing thfis% villages Igal;sve f:llll:;v(gd 1:;13 pnnapbm
| Method of asses ursue me in re too ond propertie§ ;
T ‘ l'1;0 rentrzi{e?shave been apdpliéd ;plﬁ{x;and pro-
duce rates have been adopted from those applied to the third Chuk" of
w of the Pandoornah Pergunnah. e present assessment is
 bigi bg: compared with the assets and the value of many of the eState

1a8 heen curtailed by the demarcation of Waste lands, I have accordingl;
what I_consider a_fair reduction in the demand the more so

Yo

A AR s 1 o
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" S the latter as will md:
i:i‘”- Appead wgt@bhnfmmﬁ as mh%. ;
Slaeny memaowﬂdmdpooratmct.

el Assessment rates on area of.
AT

On revenﬁe of assessed villqg'QQ,_ 3. Caltivatiba. Malgoozaree.
Be. [A.|P. | Bs [A ]2

Past settlement .. .. .. .. 0] 2|11 0| 1} 6
Proposed settlement .. ... .. 0| 2| 6 04 <118

879. The highest and lowest rates of any one village of this Ta-
look are as follow.

Revenue rates.

Axei . Highest rates. | Lowest rates.

Rs. (A.|P. | Re | A [P,
|

BAEVREION s s ik ar. s 0|13 | 4 of 0| 9

Malgoozaree ... ... ... .ie .ue 0. 85| 0 of o} 6

- 880. T have thus briefly endeavoured to illustrate the principles
upon which my assessments have been based with-
out entering into needless details, and I trust I

have succeeded in conveying some idea of the
«country and its natural resources.

‘¢ 381, The district is now beginning to recover from the eﬂ‘ects of
2 M ol reflections, . jOTmMEr misgovernment and over-assessment. Culti-
vation has now been carried to that extent that

o great :mprovemant can be looked for except by means of extended
_1rﬁgihon. which must be & work of time fostered by a light and equita-
~ble lmﬂﬁmnt until within the last ten years remts have ever been
q“qted » periodical A:g::mt “which hﬁkeyt them high. The last
enﬁt‘w m xer Qqnt\ uneh, lnd lmdw the

R

; .P:timiplu of the Assess-
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liberal policy now adopted towards the landholder} a reduction of the
+ ‘Government demand has been rendered imperative, but in judging of
. the amount of reduction to be so given I have taken into consideration
the enhanced value of produce and the probable improvements that
will be effected during a settlement of thirty years duration. b

382. I am aware that it is thought that in this, as well as ia other

districts, of the Central Provinces the land yields

el v spparently | very little revenue for its capabilities, and this is

S certainly true to a certain extent. Still existing
facts cannot be overcome and a settlement to be worth anything must
be founded on facts and not on mere suppositions. It would not be honest
to assume a certain rental as possible withont any prospect of its ever
reaching to that amount. Such a procedure would Ee to render a half
asset settlement a mere farce. As we have made a profession of liberal
principles we must be content to make a corresponding sacrifice of
revenue.

383. The following table shows the fluctuations of the revenue.

Revenues of
Name of Pergunnahs. Average for
#eriod of § In
years ending| 1864 Present.
1861.
Mohkhair 35,440 37,088 33,393
Chorye s 29,874 32,1587 28,027
Chindwara s 22,388 24,074 20,726
Amurwara- N 18,068 20,304 17,818
Qomrait i 16,133 16,501 14,894
Assair e 8,371 9,214 - 8,796
Talooka Hurrakot o 442 442 552
Total...... 1,30,716 1,39,780 | ],24,2Q6
- Pandoornah o 25,690 ' 26,281 24,485
‘Mohgzaon SEReTY DR, D T 70,714 66,405
- Talooka Ambarra o 1,067 1,370 1,189
Khumarpanee o' 8,875} .« T, IB AL G887
Total....| ~ 104652 | 105,543 | ae,m
. Grateul,] 23.368]  2453:8| 22209




P
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. “884. Talso append a table $howing the entire rent-roll of the dis-
* ,previo‘;{itougglemmt”mﬂ-‘\_'t recorded after adjustment of‘
Tents, i both cases the rent of the seer land is included. :

4

Rent roll.

Pergunnah. {*Previous [After set-
; to settle-
ment. | tlement.

Mohkhair »u Ay .| 49,392 | 52,874
Chorye ... .o gt e 39,609 | 42,833
Chindwm L .e .o LR 309764 33,127
Amurwara .. ie v ot 26,797 | 27,466
Qomrait = = e ] 22,028 22,754
Assair A oo oo 12,920 14,574
Talooka Hurrakot .o ve el 730 744

Total...... 1,82,330 | 1,94,372
Mohgaon e ba - 87,221 96,020
Talooka Ambarra .. o an 2,007 2,253
Pandoornah .. 4 b ] 82,156 | 82,603
Khumarpanee e % 9,903 | 10,100

Total| 1,31,287 | 1,40,976

Grand Total....| 3,13,617 | 3,35,348

385. All the assessments have heen reported in the form preserib-
e o ed by jthe S;ttle::sn:l Commissioner, these state-
orm in which assess- ments are submit ong with this report. They
'."'“m "p"md'- _ have supplied the place of the statement No. IL as
it avas termed in which the assessments of the North Western Provinces

were reported. The various columns speak for themselves and require
but little further notice.

886. The items of area include the waste lands which have been

Wasto land area, ;::lnuded m:he setﬂemdt but where hldt:s

i ' 'S0 Teser extent of it is entered in the
; column of remarks. g : et %





