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97. In later times, however, partly with the sanction of the 
Government and partly by the connivance of the local re
venue authorities, the Patels began to appropriate to themsE¥ves 
a field free of rent which then became the most valuable 
appanage of their office, and represented the seer land now 
held by the proprietor. In addition to his fiscal duties the 
Patel had certain power~ in crimina} matters" and was more 
or less arbiter of the village destinies, at a time when law was 
weak, and might was right, as fal' as the poor man Wf1S concern
ed. It h~s been said that the office of Patel was not 
hereditary, but in point of fact it did descend from father to 
son so long as the duties of the office were duly performed 
and the revenue demanded was regularly pait!. I have spoken 
elsewhere of the system of over-exaction which commenced 
after the peace of Deogaon, and it was during that period 
that the majority of the "Wutundar Patels," as they prided 
themselves on being termed, had to make way for a race of 
speculating farmers, who agreed to any conditions the reve
nue authorities might make in the hopes of securing a footing 
in the village for better tiII.1cs to Fme. 

98. The first assessments also under British rule were 
notoriously high, and remained so morc or less urI'til the 
triennial Settlement of 1t53-t, at which time owing to the Jow 
prices of grain und three consecutive bad seasons, the whole 
of the dIstrict was in a very depressed state. Thus it came 
about that during the first thirty years of this century, villages 
kept changing hands almost at every Settlement until in many 
villages the old race of" W utundar Patels" had disappeated 
except as cultivators struggling to keep up a position in the 
vil1age of ",hich they formerly had been the head. Another 
chan~e introduced during this time was, that whereas,fach vil. 
lage had its own Patel resident among the tenantry, now a Mal. 
goozar, as he was termed, got hold of as many villages as he had. 
the means of controlling, and from reco'rds of past Settlements 
I observe that it was;he practice of our revenue authorities. 

'in former days to make the Settlement of a village not so 
much with the person best entitled to it on personal grounds, 
as with the person they thought' most likely to manage the 
village. without detriment to the interests pf Government.. 
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As I have remarked above, the country had becolIl~ very 
mu('h depressed in 1834 from a variety of concomitant causes, 
and at the triennial Settlement made in tbat year, and subse
quently at the 20years' Settlement made in 1837, a number of 
llew men came in as Malgoozars; these men have held the 
villages ever since and prospered under a light Settlement, and 
in view of tl~eir long occupancy and good management have 
now been created proprietors of their villages to the exclusion 
gf the descendants of the old Patels, whose claims now could 
not be looked upon but as ob~olete. 

99 These men are now in the position of cultivators and 
some of them ha\le regained 3 certain p01.ition. In some few 
instances they have been declared proprietors of their holdings, 
but these cases are few and exceptional. It will thus be seen 
that the present landed proprietors of the Baitool district are, 
as far as some villages are concerned, comparatively a new 
race; they eame forward as men possessed of a certain capital 
at a time when the old heads of village communities had been 
reduced to ruin, partly by accidents of seasons and chiefly no 
doubt owing to revenue mi1.ifnanagement in the way of over
assessment; th~y have as a class done well by their villages 
and been punctual in the payment of the revenue, and the 
present prosperolJ'S state of the di ... trict shows them to be 
deserving uf the rights which have been confirmed to' them 
by our Government. 

100. I trust that I have made clear the principles upon 
which proprietary right has been conferred, or to speak more 
properly, recognized. It is laid down in the instructions 
regarding the new Settlement conveyed in a letter from the 
Secretary to Government N. W. P., No. 17~ dated 30th 
November I fl53, to the address of the Secretary Sudder Board 
()f Revenue N. W. P., that the leading 9~ject in this Settlement 
would be to recognize and maintain fixed rights and interests 
in whatever focm they might have grown up, and to avqid 
all speculative interference with the .same; in accordance 
with these views, continued possession during the term of the 
present Settlemenl. i. e. since A.D. 1837, has be~n looked upon. 
as C4tMerring a right which must be respected unless under 
very special circumstances indeed. 



101.. The next and not least important element as regards 
the land is the tenantry, the men in fact who produce our 
revenue'. Under the old Mahratta Governme'1t there j" no 
trace of such a thing as tenant right, or prescriptive rights 
of occupancy existing in this district under any terms except 
31l the case of Maafeedars and grants of land fbr religious or 
charitable purposes. I state this on the alithority of an old 
report by Major Low, who was thoroughly conVf'rsant with 
every thing connected with the district. The original Mah.t 
ratta system,· however, includ~d two classes of tenants, 
Meerasdars, hereditary tenants, who no doubt possessed a 
certain propriet.ary right in the soil; their tenure was more 
or less one ot military service. 

As I have remarked above, I (an find no traces of this 
tenure having existed in the Baitonl district. The. other 
class of tenants were termed Ooprees, literally strangers, and 
these were tenants.at-will without any rights. 

102. As I have before mentioned, the amount of collec
tions from each village was assessed every year. The details 
of collection were left to whe Patel, who let out the lands and 
made his terms with the tenants each year. Such distinctions 
as hereditary tenants and tenants-at-will were unknown, but 
in the-cases of the more substantial tenants, lands were held 
on from year to year and from fhther to Sill, so long as the 
rent demanded was duly paid, but no rights of holding on 
certain terms independent of the will of the Patel seems to 
have accrued from such long continuous possession. Some 
exception is said to have been made in the case of a cultivator 
who sa.nk a well or otherwise laid out money in improvin~ a 
field, and i~eneral he would be allowed to hold on his land 
undisturbea, always provided that he paid the proper rent. 
As a rule, fresh engagements fOJ; the land were entered into every 
)' ear. even where no change in occupancy took place. The 
fluctuations of- the Government demand and the neces
sity on the part of the Patel to meet the requiremen'ts made 
on him, rendered. it necessary also to assimilate the demand 
on each particular field, to meet the estimate of the current 
year according as it might be more or less than that tdi the 
one preceding, and as the Patel received only a percentage 



on the amount to be collected, he would have no object but 
. to equalize the pressure as far as possible upon the tenants, as 
-he would be more likely in that way to realize his rents. dft the 
whole then the system may be said to have worked fairly so 
long as the Government demand was moderate, but when 
the time of indiscriminate and unlimited exaction came, the 
Patel had no option but to rack-rent the tenantry to the ut
most in his own defence. 

103. And this state of things continued more.or ]e~1l for 
the first three Settlements under our administration. Under 
the moderate Settlement of 1 t;34 and the still lighter twenty 
years Settlement of ] 837, the Malgoozars had n, necessity to 
drive hard bargains with theil tenants, and in fact lands wt're 
given at very easy rates, and these have remained pretty 
much the. same until the present Settlement. The rule of 
our courts fixing twelve years as the period constituting a 
title to hereditary occupancy has been generally construedas 
giving permission to hold on the same fixed terms as hereto
fore, quite irrespective of the increased value of produce and 
consequently of land, and hence has arisen a class of men, the 
great bulk of the cultivators in fact, who look upon them
selves as privileged persons, independent of the Malgoozars, antI 
entitled to hold their land fOf evpr on the previou& terms. 

1 04. Some'ni~ety has consequently be~n required in the 
matter of adjustment of rents, and prejudices have had to be 
encountered and difficulties surmounted; but the present shte 
of the law has been fuily explained to the persons concerned, 
and the new state of things has been generally acquiesced in, 
the more so that present rents were so confessedly low. 

105. I append a table &howing the general result of adjust-
ment ·of refits for each pergunnah per acre." • 

Pergunnah. 

Baitool ..•...•.••...•••.. _ .••• 
Atnair ......•. : .•...•.•.....••.. 
Saoliaurh ••... , ., ..........•.••.. 
Mooltye ••••..•.•.•• • •..•.••..•• 

• 

Former rents. 

Hs. a. p. 
0 R 4 
0 5 9 
0 b 

, 
0 6 9 

See Statistical Statement appended. 

Revised rents. 
-----

Rs. a. p. 
0 8 7 
0 5 10 
0 f) 6 
0 7 6 



J06. Proprietary right has now been recognized and 
formally conferred on the basis of long and continued occu~ 
patidb. ThE' question has been raised as to how far the 
previous Malgoozaree tenure in these Province~ has bE'en 
one of service or otherwise, as moot~d in paragraph J 7 of the 
letter No. 173A of the 30th November 1853 from the 
Secretary to Government N. W. P. to the Secretary Sudder 
Board of Revenue, laying down instructions for the coming 
Settlement ot the Saugor and Nerbudda territories. To go 
back to the time of the original Patels under the Mahratta 
empire :-whatever their tenure, it is cle~r that they were 
responsIble f<if the Government revenue, and had to make 
good all defid'encies in the collections; so folr then they were 
not mere paid agents of Government, and the fact of their 
responsiblity would, as far as I understand the term, take 
their tenure out of the category of one by service only. Simi. 
larly the Malgoozaree tenure under our rule has been one of' 
occupancy only, saddled with the payment of the Govern. 
ment demand with all its concomitant· risks and advantages, 
and it is in virtue of long and continued possession on these 
terms that the proprietary right in the soil has now been 
recognizf:'d. 

] 07. As regards the rights of tenants to be declared pro. 
prietors of their respective holdings, it is clearJoy laid dd\vn in 
the letter above referred to, paragraph 14, that only in 
the case of the counter clajm of the Malgoozar being weak, 
as having possessed only a temporary and interrupted interest 
ir~ the village, that the prol'rietary right is to be conferred 
upon the tenants. In accordance then with these instructions 
proprietary right in tenants has been rcognized in the follow. 
ing caies 01tY :-

In the case of mouzahs Mulkapoor and Sheekaree pergun. 
nah Baitool which were confiscated from Sheodeen Patel in 
]857 for complicity in rebellion, and given in theekadaree 
to one Himmutsing, whose ancestors had fori1erJy held the 
village at a dis~nt period; the tenantry are almost all of 
long standing, and I conceive this is a case to which the 
ruling of the North Western Provinces Government proper
ly applies. Then there are a few cases of old Malgooftrs 
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who have been long dispossessed, but who still hold the lands 
they occupied when in possession of the village. Thes~ and 
ex.Maafecc:rars who have now been subjected to assessment 
under the order~ sanctioned, have been created proprietors of 
their actnal holdings; they have been assessed with their 
quota of the Government revellUp. proportional to the demand 
upon the entire village, besides a certain percentage to the 
Lumberdar for the cost and trouble of collection· 

108. The following table shows the length of' tenure by 
which proprietarr right has been determined :-

Tenure. No. of case~. 

Prior to Brit~sh rule .....•........••......... 566 
}'rum period of first Settlement viz., A.D. 1822 .• 309 
}i'rom do of'last do. viz, A.D. 11:)37 .. 91 
Since do. and prior to 1850. .... . . .. . ... .• .. 39 
Subsequent to do.. . . . • . . . . . . . . • . . 87 

Totar cases of proprietary right. • .• 1,092 

The above includes rent-free villages not brought under 
Settlement. 

Of the 87 cases of recent standing li5 pertain to the Sha
poor .looka which was confiscated in 1857 for complicitY,on 
the part of the Ma]goozar in rebellion, ann. was conferred on 
Ramdeen Shukul, the son of a man who had held the talooka 
at a prior date j the cases of 2 villages mouzah Tbt::ckaree 
aod Mulkapoor have been referred to elsewhere at paragraph 
107. 

The remainder of these villages are poor estates unfavour
ably situata in jungles; they have naturally p.,ed through 
various hands according as they have been deserted and again 
inhabited in course of time, and the uncertain nature of the 
pronts at all times has fl'ndered them even liable to be thrown 
up by the Maloozar of the time being. 

. 109 .• It is almost needless to add that, in such villages 
there are no ancient cultivators possessed of any rights 
superior to that of the Malgoozar, however short the tenure of 
the latter may l.ave been. 
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110. . The hereditary cultivators remain on the sallle tootft 
ing as prc>vioul.lly in the absence of any further orders on the 
subject, save that their rents have been in all cases revised; 
this has had tO,be Clone in some cases by l>unchayet, in some 
cases by award of the Superintending Officer, but in the majo. 
rity of cases it has been done by mutual agreement between 
the parties, and considering that a general rise in rents has 
taken place throughout the district, itis satisfactory to be able 
to state that very little difficulty has attended this branch of 
the Settlement work. 

Ill. I proceed to give a few statistics in further illustra· 
tion of my remarks upon the subject of old cultivator5 being 
declared proprietors of their holdings. 

112. In addition to the instructions contained in the 
selections embodied in the Settlement Code, your Circular 
No.4, dated the 27th October] 8(-;3, contains very explicit 
directions on the subject; it is there laid down that" no 
length of occupancy as a mere culti"ator can per se coni(-!f 
a title to proprietary rights," and again, "the ordinary appli. 
cation of capital to the land by an hereditary cultivator, such 
as sinking a well or planting a grove would not per se 
constitute sllch a right; some stronger claim to proprietor. 
ship must be brought forward and proved by the her~itary 
('ultivatof before he could be declared proprietor of his hold
ing. " 

The~ instrnctions are clear enough, and coupled with the 
selections above referred to have formed the basis of all action 
in this matteI'. 

113. In the same Circular the persons generally ('ntitled 
to proprietaty rigqt over their holdings are c1.sed as fol. 
lows :-

Fir.d, Claimants to shares holding land rent free in com
mutation of their shares. 

Second, Relations of the proprietors h.ding land at 
favourable and fixed rates. 

Third, Descendants of former proprietors holding land at 
favourable and fixed rates. 
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Fourth, Cultivators of long standing who have exercised 
borne proprietary right, stIch as transferring tlleir holdings or 
sinking mote than ordinary amount of capital in the improve-
ment of the land. . 

114. The following table shows the result of the Settle
ment in this respect:-

Titl!' of occupancy 

Old cultivators declared proprietors in the 
absence of better claims on the part of the 
proprietor (par:lgrapl-..,14, Selection 11, 
Settlement Coue) . . . . .. " .... . .... 

Do. undel' I and 2 of Settlement Commis
sioner's Circlliar No.4 thted 7th October 
1863 ........................... •• 

Do. under Rule 3 of do. . . ..... . 
Ex.Maafeedars .......... . ..... . •..... . 

No. 

22 

3 
II 

. 203 

115. I may add th~t each individual ca~e was taken lip 
by me separately and settled upon its own merits. In many 
instances persons entitled under the above rules to he dec1ar. 
~d proprietors have preferred to remain in the position of 
tenants, through fear of the re~pon~ibility thus imposed on 
them, amt of lessening their chance of receiving advances of 
seed aftd subsistence grain from the proprietor of the village. 
In such cases of course I ha ve had to defer to tile wishes of the 
·persons themselves. 

The relative numb(>fs of hereditary and non.hereditary cuI· 
tivators are as follows :-

Hereditary cultivators .• ............ 9,428 
TE$ants.at.wiU .............. . . . . .. 20,904 

116. Frodi what has been said ab{)ve it will be seen that 
the landed tenures of ti l~ district are of a simple and general. 
ly uniform character, viz., that of zemindaree villages bping 
held by one or l11bre members of the same family; the rents 
collected.from the cultivators form one common fund which, 
after payment of the Government revenue, and deduction of 
other expenses, is divided among the proprietors according 
to their several shares. 
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117. Bhyacharee and putteedaree tenllres, properly so 
('aBed, do not exist; some few instances there ll-re where 
villages are held by members of quite different fiunities, and 
others, where the sftareholders, though belonging to the same 
family, are unable to agree among themselve~ ; in such ca~es 
" butwarra" has been admitted to the followmg extent: after 
deducting the seer land held by each shareholder, the land 
held by the cultivators has been divided so as to give each 
shareholder his proper share of the village profits; this 
division exists only on paper, no territorial demarcation tak. 
ing place, as the lands, the r~nts of which are assigned to any 
particular shareholder, are not necessarily all contiguous to 
each oth~r; this arrangement does not affect the lumber. 
daree which follows ancient and previous usage; each sharer 
collects his own rents and pays his quota of the revenue to 
the Lumberdar, whose responsibility towards Government 
remains as hefore. The several shares however, and 
the quota of revenue payable on each, are entered in the 
village khewut: and the circumstances are detailed in the 
administration paper. 

118. As far as possible, when several villages are held oy 
members of one and the same fh.mily, it has been arranged to 
assign different villages to each in order to avoicI tqe evils 
generally attenuant upon a coparcenary tenure. Such awards 
have been made either by mutual arrangement or through th~ 
medium of a punchayet. 

I] 9. Rights to particular shares have in almost all cases 
been derived by the law of inhe'rital)ce, though it does not 
fbllow that all the descendants of the first holders are now in 
,possession"as fre(luently coIlaterals have prefened to remain 
inthc position of tenants in order to free themselves from 
responsibility. 

120. As regards title to upper and under proprietary 
right, the only instances where such claim;, have had to be 
recognized are in the cases of mouzah Morpanee and Man. 
deeko~, talooka Bordah; these villages though. 'forming 
ostenSIbly part and parcel of the Bordah jagheer ,wel'~ never~ 
theless shown to have been held on a species ofindepel.ld.~nt 
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tenure by:1 Gond Thakoor. Fuli proprietary right was claimed 
by the latter; eventually ttie case went before the Settlement 
Commissioner, who d{'cided that while upper- proprietary 
right clearly belongt>rl to the heir of the ex-jagheerdar, the 
claimants were at the same time entitled to under proprietary 
rights. This arrangement has bel'll carried into effect; the 
revenue is paid by the upper proprietor, who receives from 
the umier proprietor a malikana of 10 per cent. over the 
Government demand; puttas have been rsslled to both parties 
showing the terms of their tenures. 

121. In a few in~tanccs claims have hel'n put in by 
Theekad.ars, but upon investigation these persons have been 
generally found to have held upon sl10rt terminable Ipases, 
renewable or otherwise at the plc:lImrc of' tIlt' lessor; no 
record has had to be made of snch tenures in the Sl,ttlemeut 
papers, but the proceedings of the inquiry fOfm part of the 
miscellaneous record~ of each village. 

SECTION V.-AGRICULTUHE. 
/' 

\/ 122. The general agriculture of the district mll~t be 
pronounced to be inferior. Except in irrigated land the use 
of manure is unknown, while the rotation of crops is little lIn~ 
derstood, and less often followed. It i~ onI) in the cllltiva~ 
tion of wgar-canc and opium, and in some few plots of 
different kinds of vegetables, that allY skill Of energy :.l'ClnS to 
he brought to bear, and even this cultivation, profitable J,S It 
undoubtedly is in the Ill.tin, if pcrf>cvcred in, is apt to be 
thrown up upon any discouragement arising in the way of 
temporary failure. 

123. Before entering into the methods employed in cuIti~ 
vation, it will be well to mention the diiterent kinds of soils 
that the district posses~s ; they are divided by the people 
into the toll owing classes :-~ 

1 Kharee; 2~ < Dol; 3, Moorund; 4, Bhabur; .1, Schar; 
and Burdee. 

The soil termed kharee is only found round viUage sites, 
it is not ~trictly a separate quality of soil, hut it ow(>s its 
fertility to the manure it receives from the village and refu-se 
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thrown upon it. This Jand generally forms part of the land. 
llolders' seer, and is devoted to tHe growth of sugar-cane or 
opium and otcasionally of wheat. 

The dol answers to the black cotton soil, as it is popularly 
termed, of Berar and Nagpoor. It is a black friable soU, 
highly retentive of moisture, and possessed of certain chemi
cal element., which enable it to produce year after year the 
~ame crop without ma.nure and without fallow . .l A theory has 
been 5tarted that this and kindred soil of an inferior quality 
arc the detritus of basalt detached from the parent rock by 
the alternate action of sun and rain during the progress of 
centuries. This theor.)' receives support from the fact that 
the soil in question is found only it, basaltic formations, and 
basalt itself contains the elements of silica, alumina, carbon, 
ane! others, which are necessary to the growth of wheat, the 
staple crop raised in dol land. On the other hand the present 
action of the rains is to denude the basins whetein this soil is 
now found, and the theory to hold good must be referred to 
a pa'>t period when the geological situation was very different 
from that of the present day. This soil is generally devoted 
to sugar-cane, wheat, and linseed. Occasionally by way of 
giving the land a rest, it is sown with gram, mahsoor, teora, or 
lakh, but not for any number of years in succession. 

J ] 24. The SOlI termed moorund was no doubt originally 
mu'th the same as the dol, but occupying a sloping surface, 
the finer particles have been washed away, leaving a soil 
shallower and less retentive of moisture. In seasons when 
the rain fitll is excessive this soil is even more productive 
than the dol, as it admits of being easier ploughed and pre
J>ared, and doc:'. not become so much obstructed with weeds. 

125. In ordinary season~, however, it is much dependent 
on one or more falls of rain, during the cold weather after 
the crops have reached a certain height: The crops raised in 
it are wheat, gram, peas, pulses, and occasionally jowaree or 
cotton intermixed with toor, and tillee, which are raised during 
the monsoon months. 

126. Bhabur again is an inferior species of moorund, being 
much intermixed with stony particles and sand; by means 
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of manure and irrigation it is made to produce sugar~cane 
and opium. In the absence of these it will not raise wheat, 
but is sown with gram, teom, or mahsoor alternately, and 
sometimes with khureef grains. 

'127. The last sub-division of sehar or burdce comprises 
generically aU the poorer soils capable of raising monsoon 
crops only. They vary ve~y much from a sort of sandy loam 
to a red gravclly earth of httle or no dppth. In the absence 
of mauurc these are capable only of temporary cultivation, 
after which they rC(Illir(' long intervals of fallow. The quality 
of course varies a goat! deal and the crops raise.d include 
jowaree, cotton, rice, kodo, kootkee, rala, . oil· seeds, and 
inferior gt"ains . ./ 

128. It is to be regretted that in the Khllsras the slme 
terms were not made lise of to dcnominat~ soils as those 
current amon.,g the people themselves, but the Mi;:,1 was framed 
t'xactly after' the model of the one in me at Nagpoor, where 
the soils are c1as~ified as follows :-

1. Kalee awul. 
2. Kalee doyum 
3. Moorund. 
4. Khurdee. 
5 Raitaree. 
6. Burdcc. 

129. The two first correspond very much to the dol. 
Khurdee to a certain extent represents the local bhabur, 
while the raitaree and burdee am, wert to the sehar and burdee ; 
the kharee land is however unrepresented, and possibly 
figures in the khusra as inferior soil, while in reality it pays 
the highest rent of an~:-

] 30. I feIt the disadvantages ot' this classification in assess
ing, but it was too late to remedy the evil. 

..,{ J 31. The great staple of the Baitool district is the rubbee 
crop, to which more than three-fourths of the land in the open 
IJarts of the district is devoted. 
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132. In theo:ty the preparation of the soil should be 
commenced in the hot weather, the land receiving one or two 
dressings with the bukkur or paring plough before the setting 
in of the rains. In point of fact, however, this essential item 
of good husbandry whereby the seeds of grass amI other 
weeds are exposed to die, and the ground open for the recep. 
tion of the rain is very generally neglected, the reagon alledged 
being the scarcity of bullocks, those cultivator~ who have 
irrigated land, not being able to spare their bullod:s from the 
well until after the commencement of the rains. 

After that, the land should receive from three to four 
dressings ~f th~ plough from time to time during intervals of 
rain, .until the ground has been properly pulveriz~d and all 
weeds eradicated; when the rains, however, are heavy and 
incessant, it often happens that the fields have to lie un
touched until the conclusion of the monsoon, when they 
receive a hasty preparation immediately preparatory tv the 
seed being put in. 

133. Early in October the cultivators begin to <;;ow the 
mahsoor and teora or lakh pul"es, which serve as food both 
f()c man and hullock; after that gram is "lown, and latest of 
all the wheat, which "hollld not be put down until after the 
heats of October have passed away. 

]~4. None of these crops receiv(' any manure whatsoe.ver, 
and It is very seldom that a cultivator, even when possessing 
a well, ever thinks of saving his crop from drought by 
irrigation. 

135. The general method of sowing and reaping the 
crops is so similar to that.pursued in other parts of India, that 
it is needless for me to enter into any details on the subject. 
/136. The khureef crop generally is considered of but 

little importance except in the hill \"'iJ.!ages where it is the 
staple crop. The most valuable of the khureef crops at this 
moment is cotton, but its cu~tivation is but little understood 
or practised in this district ..... In the more open villages it is 
said not to succeed., but I am inclined to lay this to the part 
of want of skill or knowledge in the cultivators, rather than 
to any'nherent quality in the soil. At present its cultivation 
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is confined to some few villages below "he ghats on the 
ti'ontiers of Berar, where the high prices realised, the ready 
market, and the force of example, have led even the Gonds to 
sow cotton in preference to inferior grains. The soil, how ~ 
ever, of these villages lying as they do on the edges of the 
ghats is generally very poor and but light crops are raised. 
So also in other parts of the district cotton is raised in the 
poor stony soil termed burdee, the general belief being that 
it will not grow in any of the superior soils; but the fact is 
that the latter require careful weeding, and the dhowrah or 
species of harruw to be run occasionally between the drills to 
loosen the earth round the roots, and in the absence of this 
care the crop must necessarily fail . 

.J'137. Jowaree also is but little sown in the more open part 
of the district and then chiefly for the sake of the sfalks 
wilich serve as food for cattle . ./ In the poorer villages it is 
grown in low lands near rivers, what would be termed 
khadir land in Upper India, and also in land newly taken up 
after a fallow. A very little rice and other inferior grains 
are also grown occasionally in the better viUages, but not to 
any appreciable extent. The poor burdee soil is generally 
sown with the oil 'plant termed "jugnee," which will grow 
almQst .anywhere, and is said to improve the soil for any crop 
that may follow; hence it is often sown in exhausted soil by 
way of retrieving its quality; very little tillee is grown.any 
where. In the hmy parts of the district of course the 
khurcef is the staple crop, but there are few villages in which 
there is not some land capable of raising either wheat or gram. 

138. The method of culthatior. is the same as that a.bove 
detailed, but from the fact of the' cultivators being chiefly 
Gonds, and posSBssed of but little capital and few bullocks, 
the land is not generally so well prepafl>d as it should be ; 
but it has this advantage, that from the habit the Gonds have 
of frequently emigrating, villages be<!ome deserted and the 
lands attain the benefit of a fallow. v'!'he staple crops in the 
poor villages are kootkee, a species of inferior rice, kodo, a 
sort of rye or grass, rala, kungnie, sema, and other poor 
grains. Kootkee and kodo are the chief staple, and the land 
so sown gets bGt little preparation. 
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139. There ~e two times for' sowing the l~tter grains, 
nrst in .Tune, when the crop ripens in ~ August; Ithe second 
towards the end of July, the crop ripening in October. 
Another great crop is the oil plant termed jugnee, which 
ha<; the merit of growing in any soil; this al&o is sown at two 
different times, first in June, se'cond in August. ./The latter 
crop produces less stalk and leaf, but more seed, but then it 
is more precarious, as it dppends entirely on a faB of rain late 
in the season. In all these villages a little rice is grown, but 
it is not irrigated, and but little labour or skill are expended 
on its cultivation. It is only in two talookas of. the wild 
pergunnah of Saoligurh where exceJlent.rice is grown by the 
Koorkoos, a wild tribe peculiar to the hills and described 
elsewhere. 

140. The land intended for rice is begun to be ploughed 
in June and receives a dressing at intervals throughout the 
rains, until weeds are thoroughly eradicated and the soil 
pulverized; it then receiver., a rest until January, when it is 
again ploughed off and on at intervals until the rains set in, 
when it is sown. broadcast; during the rains the crop is kept 
carefully weeded and the earth is ral&ed round the roots of 
the plants. In this way 'a fine crop i" secured and the pro~ 
duce is almost entirely exported to Boorb,anpoor in Nimar, by 
traders who come yearly for the PQlPose Witll pack bullocks. 

J 41. This is the only cultivation of the hill country in 
which any skill is brought tD bear. The favourite cultivation 
of the Gonds is known by the name of" dhya,.;" it requires 
neither capital nor skill, neither bullock nor plough; the 
felling axe and the strong arm are all that is needed. _ A 
new piece of ground, generally on a hill slope of edge of a 
stream is selected and cleared of all jungle. The surmce i'J 
then covered over wid.. 199s of wood of varying size, and 
tllese again with smaller brush wood. This work goes on 
during the hot weather to let the new cut wood get properly 
dry; just before the rains the wood is set fire to and 
thoroughly burned to the ground, and after the nrst fall of 
rain the seed is scattered among the ashes; when the ground 
is steep it is generally thrown in a lump alOtilg the top of the 
plot and is left to be washed to its place by the rains. 
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142. Heavy crops are sometimes raised this way, when the 
rain!> are favourable, nee, kootkee; kodo and jugnee being the 
crops chiefly grown thus; though but little skill is required, 
yet a vast deal of manual laboor is entailed, but from the 
force of ancient habit the Gonds much prefer this to regular 
cultivation. One rupee is ~he rCl)t usually paid for a dhya 
irrespective of the amount of land or nature of the crop; 
sometimes the rent is assessed on the axe. J n the main from 
one to two acres is the exent of a plot so cultivated by one 
person. This it is which hu'l proved so destructive to our 
forests, splendid teak trees having been felled year after year 
for no other purpose than to enrich the soil with their ashes, 
not to mention saplings which were felled by thousands. 

14a. The nature of the cultivation and the soil accounts 
for the migratory habit of the Gonds above alluded to by 
me. Dhya cultivation can ollly be carri t'u on for one year 
in the same flpot, after which year!3 of fallow are *required ; 
the light soils also cultivated in the ordinary manner yield 
good crops for two or at most three years in successioll; 
con"equently at the eud of a few years the cultivators have 
used up the soil in the immediate neighbourhood of the 
village, and they then remove to SOme village that has been 
waste for some time- past and in which thc soil is fresh, and 
thus in regular sllccessiou villagC'1\ an- occupied and again 
deserted. This has natu'rallJe. rCl)dered the Settlement of 
these tracts for a lellgtheJlcd pel~iod a work of some ni('ety, 
lwt I shall have to d well on thIS subject at greater length 
when I come to the subject of assessrn<.>nt. 

144. Having thus briefly described the' mode employed 
in cultivating the dry crops, I proccQu to explain the methods 
employed in raising irrigated crop", 

V 145. The great staple tllI'oughout the district is the 
sugar-cane, which in places is raised in great perfection; of 
the plant there are several varieties; first :,tands the Otaheite 
cane introduced many years ago by Colonel Sleeman and 
commonly termed "vilayutee-sata n ; this has a much higher 
and thicker stalk than the indigenous sorts and produces far 
more juice, but it requires on the other hand more labour in 



60 

preparing the soil and more Jvatering, so the expenses attend 
109 on its cultivation are greater than with the ordinary 
sorts. 

146. The common cane 8f the country is termed" punch
rungie," of which there are sub-varieties; this is the sort most 
extensively grown; the poorest sort is known by the name 
"suraree" and is grown chiefly round the edges of a field of 
bettcr cane in the hopes of its first attracting the attention of' 
stray cattle or other animals . .../ 

147. A cultivator who raises sugar generally divides the 
land devoted to this crop into three portions so as to raise 
cane 011 the same ground once in three ye:trs only, of the 
remaining two parts, one enjoys a year's fallow while the 
other is cultivated with some ordinary grain crop. The land 
is being prepared for about six months previous to being 
sown; and is repeatedly ploughed backwards and forwards 
and as deeply as possible until all weeds are eradicated and 
the soil well pulverised. 

148. Sowing takes place from the middle of January to 
the end of Febrqary. The field is divided into a number of 
little sq uare or rcctaugula11ilbeds for the convenience of watering, 
and these are again subdivided)nto rows; the ground having 
been well watered, pieces ot cane, each containing about 
three joinb or eyes are laid down at short intervals and 
pressed into the ground with the foot. Manure is after
wards scattered on the top and left to be washed in by the 
water: of course the best plan is to mix the manure with the 
soil previous to sowing, but the former is the more <!ommon 
practice, less manure being in that case required; irrigation 
then continues until the rains, each plant being watered once 
in about four days. Several weedings have also to be given; 
by the setting in of the rains the plants have reached a cer
tain lreight. Irrigation is then discontinued, another weed
ing given, and the earth heaped up around the roots of the 
plants. After the rains irrigation to a less extent is again 
resorted to until December, when the plant should be ripe. 

149. The Otaheite cane usually comes to flower; the indi. 
genous sorts rarely do so, and when it does occur superstition 
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frequently prompts the cultivator to set fire to his crop to 
avert some unknown calamity. Cases of this sort have come 
under my own observation. 

150. When the crop is ready. the mill is set up in a 
convenient spot. It consists of two upright cylinders of 
some hard wood terminating at top in two endless screws fitted 
into each other. The one is fixed while the other is turned 
by a bar worked by two pairs of bullocks. The canes are 
passed through the cylinders as they revolve, the juice 
falling into a trough which runs into a large pan set in the 
ground. When full the contents of the pan are put into a 
large shallow iron pan called a "kurhaee," which is set over 
a furnace and the juice boiled for some hours until it attains 
a certain consIstency, when it is poured into a wooden trough 
to cool, after which it is put into cloth bags termed bel as, 
when it is ready for exportation as goor. No sugar is 
manufactured in the district. 

151. Be3irles the expenses of cultivation, the preparation 
of the juice entails a cousiderable outlay; when a cultivator 
does not possess a mill or boiling pot, he hiS to hire tli1em at 
twelve annas and .eight annas per diem respectively. The 
mill is kept going day and night in consequence, and extra 
bul10cks have to be hi.red, for each of which a seer of goOl' 
per day is paid. The men employed in flassing the canes 
through the mill are paid as much as ei~hL annas per day, and 
other labourers four annas besides half a seer of goor per 
day; it is calculated that about one.fifth of the yield thus 
goes in th e process of preparation. 

152. I sul-uoin a native estimate of the cost of cultivation 
and profits derived from a plot of land of from two to four 
acres in extent. 

153. It su{>poses a man to have no capital of his own to 
start with beyond his well. When a man ha'bullocks of his 
own, and can command the services of members of his own 
family, of course the expenses would be less. 

v There are about 7,000 acres under sugar cultivation. 
producing about 70,000 maunds of goor annually. 
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I. R~. 

Seed cuttings ... ___ ~ ......• , • . . . . . . 28 
Wages of 2 men for a year. . . . . . . • • • . . • . • . . 50 
Mot, or leathern bag for irrigating . . . . . . . • . . 5 
Ropes <II... ...................................... ........ 2 
Oil .............................................. " ... II .. 1 

Cartage of seed .. _ ..................•.. - • 2 
Extra ploughing of land ............. .•.• 4 
Weeding 3 times ....• • . • . .. ............ 5 

Ditto during monsoon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
Rent of land for 2 years ......... ~ . . . .• • . . . • 8 
Hire of bullocks for well ................... 40 

Total Rupees .... 148 

II. Mill Expenses. Rs. 

Hire of mill and boiling pot. . . • . . . . .... . . . 4~ 
Hire of labourers ... .......... . .... ., 4 
Cutting canes and carriage from field . . . . . . 3 
Oil for mill . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . 1 
Carpenter an~ blacksmith work ........ :.. 3 
Ghana or mjll poojya .............. : . . . . . 3~ 
Cloth for be]as of goor ...•.... _ . . . • . . . . . 4 
Sundries ..•..................... __ . .. 2 

Rupees 2fi 

Add total 1. Rupees 148 

Total expenses ..•• Rupees 173 

P1'OjitS. 

10 khundies Goor at Rs. 40= Rs. 400. 
154. Opiumiultivation is chie"fJ'y pursued in the Mooltye 

pergunnah. I t can be grown upon almost any soil by means of 
manure, but generally the kharee land near the villages is 
preferred. "The land is prepared in much the same way as 
sugar-cane, only that less ploughing is required. Similarly 
the ground is divided in~ little beds in which the seed is 
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sown bro~dcast. The sowing generally begins in November. 
I? about ten days it springs up artd and soon afterwards is 
weeded-.nd thinned out. Each part of the field is watered 
once in about four or nve days, and weeding is again 
required at intervals; in February the plant flowers, and 
when the pods are fully formed irrigation is stopped for 
about a fortnight, when the plant is supposed to be ripe. 
Small incisions are then made in the pods and the juice 
that exudes is collected the day following. This operation 
is repeated three times when the whole of the juice is sup
posed to have been "extracted. It is deposited in earthen 
vessels and is called chik by the people; it is exported in 
this state to Indore, where it is manufactured into opium 
and mixed with that of Malwa which is a superior article. 

155. The whole almost of the "chik" produced in the 
district is bought up by Mahajuns in Mooltye who export 
it on bullocks. 

156. Much opium is grown under the system of lawanee 
as it is termed, by which the cultivator receives an advance 
of money from the Mahajun and binds himself to deliver his 
produce to him in payment at a certain rate. The Mahajun 
of course derives a large profit on this transaction, and I am 
happy to I)ay that the system is going out owing to the growth 
of intelligence and capital among the cultivating classes. 

157.' I append an estimate of the cost of production and 
profits of an opium field of from two to three acres. 

Expenses. Rs. 
Seed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
Wages of2 men for 4 months .. > •••••••••• 24 
Leathern bag for weB . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . 5 
Repairs, &c. .. If ............ '._ • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 
Weeding four times ..............••...•.. ~ 
Hire of bullocks for 4 months •...••.....•.• 25 
Rent of land ................................. 4 

Total ••.• Rupees 68 

PRODUCE. 

20 seers chik at Rs. ,~= 'Rs. 82. 
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Over and above, however, the raw juice there is produced 
khushkhus oil, manooa, and poppy seed, worth ~ot less t.han 
Rupees 10 and in the same field is often sown a litlie garlic 
or patches of barley. 

There are about 2,500 acres under opium cultivation yeld
ing an average of 180 maunds of chik annually. 

158. The chief inducement to grow opium is that it re
quires so much less labour than sugar-cane, and, being only 
four IPonths in the ground requires but comparatively little 
water, and many streams which run quite dry during the hot 
weather are available for the irrigation of It, ripening as it 
does by the end of Felftuary . 

./ 159. The other irrigated crops in the district consist of 
vegetables raiseo. in a few villages on]y by Malees. These 
comprise onions, garlic, turmeric, red pepper, various kinds of 
spinage, and other sundries. A few landholders have intro
duced potatoes, hut the example has not been followed as 
yet. The method of cultivating these vegetables is the same 
as practised in other parts of India, and calls for no particular 
remark. 

160. J rrigation is chiefly carried on from wells by mean.;; 
of a leather bag termed a "mot" which is let down by a rop.e 
over a wheel, and drawn up by a pair of bul10cks proceeding 
down an inclined plane until the bag reaches the top and 
its contents are discharged into a trough Jeading into the 
water channel. The bullocks are then walked hack wards up 
the incline until the bag again reaches the water and is 
filled. The same plan is also adopted in drawing water out 
of streams dammed up for the purpose. 

161. This arrangem~nt is termed a "boorka." Persian 
wheels are quite. unknown. 

162. There are but few tanks in the district and none of 
them are used for irrigation. Round Baitool itself, wells are 
chiefly shored uP. with wooden logs laid hexagonally or 
otherwise round the sides. These will last for twenty years 
in good condition, if the Vlood used be teak. 



71 

163. In Mooltye where ston,e is plentiful the wells in 
places are ~ilt up with it, but the majority of wells ,are 
kucha, aav1l1g no support beyond that of the native rock; 
very few wells are btlilt with brick. The supply of water 
general1y throughout the district is most abundant, and it is 
no uncommon thing for a single weB to irrigate six or even 
eight acres of land; the "mot" however, must in these 
cases be kept constantly going, and frequent changes of 
bullocks are required. 

164. I have thus briefly endeavoured to i1lustrate- the 
nature of the soils and the modes of cultivation prevalent 
in the district. I have said that the ~eneral style of agri
culture is decidedly inferior; this is partly to be accounted 
for by ancient custom and the usual apathy of the native 
character; again, it is part owing I think to the in trinsi
cally good quality of the soil throughout the open parts of 
the district generally, whereby crops are so easily raised to a 
certain point, that the cultivator lacks the stimulus of neces
sity to exert himself as he should. Of late years, however, 
there have been several severe epidemics among the cattle, 
and the number of bullocks in the district has been much 
diminished; the present prices of animals are so very high 
that in many cases the cultivators have been unable to replace 
their losses from disease; ill Sl!rh cases the preparation of 
the land is necessarily neglected. 

165. 'Vhen a cultivator has more land than he (;an weB 
plough and does not wish to relinquish it, he usually adopts 
the plan termed "butaee," he finds a partner who possesses 
bullocks who will plough and otherwise prepare the land on 
condition of receiving half the crop, he himself supplying 
the seed and paying the rent. 

141166. The profits of agriculture are of course very uncer
tain, de~ending on so many v~rious circumstances, and any 
calculatIons founded upon estimates of produce can only be 
approximate and are but of little value in estimating the true 
value of any particular estate. J . 

167. I will endeavour, however, to put on record my ideas 
of the present value of land as compared with the past,judged 
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by the prices existing then and now; it may be assumed 
tha.t a plough will cultivate 20 acres of land, whAat being the 
litaple produce of the district, I will base my calculations on 
that article. 

168. To begin then with the expenses of cultivation; the 
money expenses of(one plough may be laid down at about ru
pees ten including rupees two wages of plougr~man, and rupee 
one wages of herdstttan, rupees three expended for weeding, 
wear and tear of plq~gh, and other instruments and sundries. 

Besides the above there are considerable allowances of 
grain as follows: 4 khundies to the ploughman; 1 ~ khundies 
to the herdsman, an! say 2 khundies at harvest time to the 
reapers; all the village servants moreover receive allowances 
varying from one kooroo or 8 seers to 5 kooroos or 40 seers. 
The tutal amount of grain thus expended cannot fall much 
short of 10 khundies ; the khundie consists of 20 kooroos 
of 8 seers each being 160 seers in aU. The average price 
of wheat for the past year was Rs. 10 the khundie. This 
gives Rs. 100, the value of the grain, which together with 
the money payments makes a total outlay of Rs 110. A 
khundie of wheat will sow about 5 acres; 20 acres will 
consequently require 4 khundies, value Rs. 40. 

IG9. Now as regards returns of produce: this varies of 
course immens.ely according to the quality of the soil, the 
labour expended in its preparation and vicissitudes of the 
season. Only the three best qualities of land known as 
kalee awul, kalee doyum, and moorund are capable of 
producing wheat. In former reports on the distrIct I see it 
assumed that the first quality of soil is capable of producing 
from 4 to 10 fold, the second from 3 to 6 fold; everything, 
however, depends upon the season; when tlje rainfall has 
been incessant and there have been no breaks in the weather 
to admit of the plough being put into the ground at intervals 
during the monsoon, then the inferior soil. from its very 
lightness admits of·a more rapid preparation at the close of 
the monsoon just previous to the sowing time; in my opinion 
taking one soil and one season with another an average 
productiveness of 5 fold is the most that can fairly be calcu-
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lated on. It must be borne in mind that this is a hill district 
subject to great ineqlIalities of season and to visitations of 
frost and ha~; even the wheat crops at times suffer severely 
from frost as I can testify from my own personal experience. 
Taking then the a.bove estimate of productiveness we have a 
return for 20 acres of 20 khundies value at present prices 
lts. 200. 

The account then stands thn8:-

Expenses in money .....•........••••.. Us. 10 
. Do. in grain ' ............... : ...• '" 100 

4 Khundies of seed .•.....•••....••.•.. " 40 

Total .... Rs. 150 

Prodllce in grain, \'alue , ..... .. Its. 200 
Net gain .•.•.•.•.•..••...... " 50 or :l.8 per acre. 

This is exclusive of the 'mIlle of the straw and chaff dcl"i.v-
cd from the wheat, and which serves to feed the cattle. 

The above calculation certainly does not place the profit'; 
of husbandry in a brilliant light, but I mllke it more with a view 
to show the futility of all snch calculations than for any other 
purpose. The expenditure in grain may seem high, but is not 
more than what ought to be expended in accordance with the 
custom of the country. The practice of paying in' kind is 
one very advantageous to the labourer, anci takes away 11111ch . 
from the extra profit which the farmer would otherwise have 
reaped; again, I should remark that the expenditure in grain 
woula not be much greater, supposing several other ploughs 
to be used by the same cultivator, each additional plough would 
t.hus give an incr€ased ratio of profit ; in unfavourable seasons 
again many of the allowances to village servants would be 
curtailed, SiO that the IO(i\S would be m()re or less equally dis
tributed, and the reverse would apply to seasons of unusual 
abundance. . 

-""170. I here append a tablt! showing the great fluctuations 
that have taken place in the price of wheat du-ring the 

lOu 
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present century; the variation in the price of wheat may be 
taken as the measure of the variation of that of all other 
articles of produce. 

Years A·D. 1808 to 1826. 

1800 to 1818 .•...•....••...•.••••• 
1819 to 1820 .................••.. 
1821 to 1 ~24 • ' ..•...•.•............ 
] 8~5 "." •. ,,""". ." ... " ....•...• ,," 
J 826 """."" .. "" .... "."."."."." ... 

Avera~e prif'e 
per khundie of 

160 seers· 

Rs. a. 

4 JO 
9 6 
3 14 
2 8 
I 12 

Prices rose again little until the late Settlement made in 
1837, during which they remained pretty stationary; I now 
give the prices of the past ten years. 

Years A.D. 

1854 to 1858 .•.•..••••...........• 
1859 to 1860 .•••...•........•••... 
1861 •••.•• " ..... " " " " " . " " . " ..• " " . t 

J 8G2 """.""" .. " .• ",, I ••• " • " ••••• t 

1863 to 1864 ......•..•.•••.•.....• 

A verAge prices 
per khundie (If 

160 seers. 

Rs. a. 

4 
5 
6 

10 
W 

3 
o 

10 
o 
o 

171. There are now many cultivators in the district who 
have either lost their bullocks from disease or otherwise, or 
have had to sell them tq mak~ up their rent, or to satisfy 
some pressing creditor; in such cases when the cultivator 
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still wishes to retain his land in hopes of better times to come 
he adopts the system known as" butaee," that is, he enters 
lllto partnership with some wealthier cultivator who supplies 
the bullocks fnr the preparation of the land, the actual occu~ 
pant paying the rent; the produce is divided equally between 
them. 

172. On the whole the cultivators of Haitool are a thrift
less race.JI have before said that in general they are not good 
cultivators; they are also improvident in the extreme ; 
however, abundant the harvest may be, the close of the year 
finds nothing in store, no nest egg for the future; this is 
chiefly owing in my opinion to the custom of depending 
lIpon the Malgoozar for advances of seed grain, as also ofgrain 
for subsistence during the mOl1ths immediately preceding 
the harvest; these advances are termed" bij" and" porga" and 
are payable in kind after the harvest plus 25 per cent interest; 
the Malgoozars make large profits in this way, and it is their 
interest to encourage their tenants in their habits of improvi
dence; on the other hand they run the risk of losses by tenants 
absconding or being utterly unable to pay in unfavourable 
seasons. 

173. The great bulk of th€ tenants are thus clependan t 
upon the proprietor, but mall,}' of them receive merely nomi
na! advances, just for the purpose of kC0ping up their right 
as they deem it, in case of a time coming when they migl,t 
be really in need of it. 

174. The poorer Cultivators of course follow the plough 
themselves, assisted in all operations by the members of'their 
family. Those in better circumstances keep ploughmen who 
are either H bursalees" or "sajjhees." The former are paid 
regular wages, the latter receive as remuneration one-fifUl of 
the crop. In the sam~ way herdsmen or" chllrwaees" are 
J<.ept to look after the cat de, and are paid either in cash or in 
grain so much for each head of cattle under their charge. 

1i75. The instruments in use in the district are the follow. 
ing: the 1lUl or plough ustld for breaking up new land, or 
preparing ground for sugar-cane or opium. 
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176. The bukkur or paring plough which merely loosens 
the surface soil and removes weeds; this is the instrument 
chiefly used for preparing the land for the ruhbee crop. 

The dhowrun is similar but smaller than the bukkur and 
is used for weeding, being run between the drills when. the 
crop is up. 

177. The pas or hor is used chiefly for clearing off the 
earth adhering to the share of the plough or the blade of 
the bukkur. 

The "teefun" or drill is a hollow bamboo with half a 
cocoanut shell inserted as a head; this is passed through a 
hole in the share of the plough and through it the seed is put 
into the ground; occasionally jowaree is sown broadcast 
with the hand as are also the poorer crops of kodo, kootkee, 
jugnee, and such like. 

] 78. The above are the only implements in ordinary use; 
the threshing is done by means of bullocks; these are never 
muzzled and consume much of the crop. Winnowing is per. 
formed by throwing the grain into the air out of a I)asket 
when the wind carries off the chafrleaving the corn to filll in 
a heap by itself; it is needless for me to enter into any 
details on these points, as the methods employed are quite 
similar to those in use in other parts of the country. 

] 79. I append a table showing the supposed cultivation 
and out.turns of the most valuable staples for the past year. 

I 
Area under Out-turn in 

Crop. cultivation in maunds of 40 Gross value. 
acres. /le('TS. 

.. "-

Rupees. 

Sugar.cane .......... 7,000 70,000 5,60,000 
(goor) 

Opium •••••••• I ••• ,. • 2,500 180 50,400 

Cotton .............. 2,400 1,800 27,000 



77 

The following arc the different crops raised In the 
district :-

Sllgar-cane, 
Opium, 
Ginger, 
Turmeric,' 
Chillies, 
01!ions, 

IRRIGATED. 

Garlic, 
Spillage (Baj<.'e), 
Coriander, 
Carrots, 
MU3tard. 

NON-InrUGATED. 

Rubbee crop. 

Wheat, 
Gram, 
Teora (Jr I...akh, 
Mulisoor, 
Peas, 
Linseed, 
I{oosum. 

Klmreef C1·Op. 

Cotton, 
Jowarce, 
Moong, 
Kootkce, 
Itala. 
Kllngni~, 
Moollgnie, 
'roor, 
Oorud, 
Mot, 
Kodo, 
Sema. 

Miscellaneol!S produce grown in garden patches round 
"ill~ge srtes-

Mukka or Maize, 
Tabacco, 
BuJ.i."!t', a kind of Bean, 
Popnt ditto. 
Cucumber (kukree). 

Water and musk-melons are grown in a few places in river 
be.ds. 
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SECTION VI.-COMMERCE AND TRADE. 

I SO. I have before stated that "the population of the 
district is almost entirely engaged in agricultufle, and more or 
less dependant on it for subsistence. Ther~ are no large towns, 
and but few branches of manufacture are carried on. Such 
as there are I will briefly describe: The town of Baitool is 
noted chiefly for its pottery; there are a -great number of 
koomhars, and large quantities of chatties and other vessels 
are turned out: these find their way to most parts of the 
district; here also are manufactured the large pots in which 
the juice of the sugar-cane is collected as it passes from the 
crushing mill. Potters are found here and there all over the 
district, but the Baitool ware has the best name. 

181. Manufactories of brass or copper do uot exist, 
neither are there any koshtees-or regular professional weav
ers; in every village there are a certain number of the 
Kotewar or Dher class; their chief employment is spinning 
and weaving coarse cotton cloth; this is almost all sold 
within the district itself. 

182. There is also,a caste called" Busod," who spin hemp 
rope and weave it into" tat" or gunny; this is made entirely 
for pack bags for local use. 

I 83. Ropes requirea for agricultural purposes are gene
rally manufactured at home by members of the famIly. 

184. Baskets are manufactured by the Gonds out of 
bamboos split fine, and find a ready sale in all the local 
markets. 

185. Gadrees are a caste who keep sheep atfd goats; 
they wtlttVe coarse blankets from the wool of the former. 
t/ 186. Oil is manufacturerl throughout the district, -but 
for loeal use only; very little linseed is grown; tillee and 
jugnee are the plants from which oil is chiefly extracted; 
from the fruit of the" mhowa tree also an oil is extracted by 
the Gonds termed "goolee ka tel", they use it for food as 
well as for burning; it is of a thick consistency, and is fre
quently used to adulterate ghee. 
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These are the only branches of industry carried on in the 
district; they are adapted to supply the immediate wants of 
a sillple population; for articles of luxury sllch as finer 
cloth, brass vessels, or small articles of finery, the consumer 
has to depend upon importation from Nagpoor or Berar; 
the annual fair held on the banks of the tank at Mooltye 
furnishes the chief supply for the year. It is only in the 
Suddur station at Budnoor, and in the town of Mooltye that 
there is any native shop where imported cloth of any de
scription can be purchased. 

187. The dibtrict is on the whole a poor one; the people 
have few wants, and those are easily satisfied; consequently 
there has been no demand to call the higher branches of 
manufacture into existence. 

188. The trade of the district is more considerable. In 
the town of Mooltye there are a good many Mahajuns who 
besides the avocation of money leI).ding, buy up the raw 
opium produced in the district and export it to Indore, 
where it is mixed with j nice of the Malwa poppy and made 
into opium for the Bombay market. The produce of opium 
varies very much according to the ~eason; the average 
exportation however may be set down at about 180 maunds, 
valued at Rs. 50,000 or thereabouts. 

The other chief traders of the lIistrict are Telees' and 
Kulars; they export large quantities of jungle produce to 
Berar chiefly; it comprises the Rowers of the mhowa tree 
from which the common country spirit is distilled, chironjee 
the seeds of' which are used in cookery, the hurra nut from 
which a dye is extracted, a small quantity of lac and a few 
other sundries; ghee is also manufactured largely by the 
Gowlees, who sell it to the Telees for sale in the distact or 
export. 

189. Timber used formerly to be exported in large quan. 
tities to Seonee in the Hoshun~bad district, from whence it 
fbund its way to Mhow and I ndore. This trade was carried 
on chiefly by the KuJars, who got the timber from the Gonds 
in return for liquor. In so far as this traffic was wasteful, it 
has been checked by the new forest laws. 
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"-"190. The grain grown withiu the district is not much 
more than sufficient to meet the wants of the people them
selves; of late years, however, owing to the greatdisplac~ent 
of cereals by cotton in Berar and Nagpoor, grain has been 
exported to the country below the ghats, but this has had 
to be counterbalanced by importations from Hoshungabad. 

191. Goor is the chief article of export; most of it is 
sent to Hosh ungabad in the first instance, being purchased 
from the cultivators by the Telees or Bunneas. Among the 
exports I should also mention rice grown by the Koorkoos in 
Saoligurh, and which is exported on bullocks to Boohranpoor 
in Nimar. J 

] 92. The quantity of cotton is very small, and the pro
duce is used within the district itself, being made into rope 
or coarse cloth for local use; the thread is generally spun by 
the women of the cultivator's family. 

J193. The imports ~onsist chiefly of salt, cocoannts, and 
other sundries, which are brought from Berar by the Telees 
in return for the mhowa and other jungle produce they 
export. Cotton cloth and utensils of brass and iron ar(; also 
imported, but in limlted quantities. 

194. There is a considerable trade carried on by Bunjaras, 
but this is almost entirely a through traffic between Berar 
and the western coast and the country of the Nerbudda 
valley and that to the north of it. 

195. The internal trade of the district is carried on by 
means of weekly bazaars or markets, which are held in all 
the towns and many of the larger village.s. In the open part 
of the country there ar~ several of these markets in each ta
looka, and they are so arranged as to fall on different days of 
the week; the people assemble from all the surrounding 
villages, often from considerable distances, and exchange 
their produce, consisting of common cloth, oil, grains, vege
tables, or tobacco. In a district where there are so few Bun
neas or places of trade th~se markets become an actual 
necessity . ../ 

196. There is one bazaar, that held in the vil1age of 
Kherla in the Mooltye pergunnah, where cattle are brought' 
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from long distances, and a great deal of bllsiness is transacted, 
As might a1so be expected numbers of stolen cattle find their 
way J:here. 

197. The following table gives the supposed value of the 
chief articles of e:xport and import for the past year.-

Articles. Export value. Import vl\lue. 

Rs. Rs. 

Cotton ......................... 1,300 15,000 
Sugar and Gour •....... 35,000 1,~OO 
Wheat ........... " ......... ~O,OOO 13,000 
Salt ............................... 1""" 49,000 60,000 
Rice .•.....••..•..... 'I 2R,OOO 13,000 
Other Grains, . , ...••.•.. 12.000 5,000 
Raw Opium ............ . 50,000 
English Cloth .......... 6,000 36,000 
Counfly Cloth .............. '- .... 35,000 44,000 
Sundries ............................ 70,000 62,000 

These figures represent ~he through traffic as well as 
that required for the use of the district itself; they are not 
very reliable, but have been cum piled from the best available 
sources. 

SECTION VII.-FORMER ASSESSMENT AND 
BAST FISCAL HISTORY. 

198. As far as can be gathered from past records, the 
total assessment of the district previous to the peace of Deo· 
g.1on in A.D. 1803 was Rs. 1,64,000 only; at that time the 
district is represenlt;'i as being in a tolerably flourishing 
condition, the people well off and thE' revenue realized without 
difficulty; other accounts give the average jumma of the 10 
years ending with the above date at Rs. 1,66,490 or Nagpoor 
Rs. 1,99,791, so that we may assume this to have been 
about the amount levied; after the dismemberment, however ... 
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of the Mahratt:t Empire consequent on the fall of Gaw\11gurh 
and othes vietories of our armit:s. the Mahn,tta Government 
of Nagpoor by way of .ind.eml!if.ying itself for its loss of 
territory comm~nced an mdlSCrImInate s!s.tem of rack r~nt. 
lng and extortlOn .thr?ughout t~e domullon tl13.~ was left to 
it; the Baitool dlstnct fared hke other portlOns of the 
.Empire, and we find the average assessment of the 13 years 
fol\owin(T the period referred to above, reaching the sum of' 

b • f Its. ~,46,649 or Nagpoor Rs. 2,95,978, an Increase 0 no 
less than Its. 80,000; add to this that besides the effects of 
mis<Tovernment aud oppression 011 the part of the Govern
mer~t +tself, the district during that period was subjected to 
unceasing raids on the part of Pindarees, Gonds, and other 
wanderers. who sacked whole villages and laid \\'aste the 
lands, it may well be imagined that the collections often 
amollllted to but a small portion of the nominal revenue, 
and had frequently to be. levied by actual force. 

199. Althol1gh therefore the above figures show what 
the asses::,men,"-was, we have no means of knowing what was 
the amount actually collected. 

200. The first Settlement under our rule was made for 
five years in 1228 Fllslee by Captain Wardlow; at that tIllle 
the great mistake was committed of taking the average assess
ments of the preceding few y€ars as the bal'lis on which to 
found a new Settlement. 

201. It has been seen that the revenue had been raised 
immensely, while at the same time from various causes inter
nal and external the population generally had been reduced 
to great distress, the revenue being levilid actually by vio
lence; the returns of collections made under the Mahratfas 
and which formed the basis of the first Settlement would b~ 
very.deceptive. In many ca~es they would be quite nominal, 
and In others they would mclude a number of petty exac
tions levied on various pretences from all classes of the COIll. 

m.mity. and known by the terms putee, burgun, nuzzerana 
or otherwise; these exactions on paper at least would sweIi 
the collections to a formidable amount, but they had nothing 
to do with land revenue ,properly so called, and should not 
haY,.e been taken into conslderation in framing a Settl.cment; 
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The collections also fell very f<l:r short of the nominal 
revenue. 

202. In this state of affairs, aiHl before there had been 
time for the circumstances of the district to improve under a 
settled Government, a Settlement was made for five years 
t()r Nagpoor Us. :J,43,~)0\), or Company's US. 2,t-l6,5lc!O in 
round numbers. 

~03. It was impossible that such a Settlement should 
hold good, and accordingly we find that alterations had 
to be made and large remissions given each succeeding year. 
I find that the average collections during the period did not 
exceed Nagpoor H s. 3,06,800, or Company's Rs. 2,55,aOO in 
round numbers; this high assessment waH still rtlrtilt'r aggra
vated by the great 611 in prices of produce generD./ly, 
which took place about that period owing generally to the 
c('ssation of hostilities, and the feeling of security which was 
estahlished throughout the country at large. 

204. The first Settlement then under 0" r ·rllic must be 
pronounced to have been a compl(,te failure, and served 
still fhrther to plunge into distress the agricultural commu
nity, simply from want of judgment and a proper basis for 
assessment. 

205. The next SettlE'ment was made in 1233 Fusle(' for 
three years by Captain Low, all officer to whose reports we 
are chiefly indebted for a knowledge of the past fiseal hil'ltory 
of the district. This Settlement WaS made for Nagpoor 
Rs. 2,44, lUn or Company's Hs. 2~()3,471, being a reduction 
of about a lakh of rupees lIpon the nominal amount of the 
previolls Settlement, and being even below the actual 
colIections. 

206. Even this Settlement, however moderate as it seemed 
in comparison with the preceding one, could not be carried 
out without considentble remissions being granted; Captain 
Low himself writes that the people generally were fully 
satisfied with this Settlement; that tt)r the first year it was 
levied with ease, and that it was owing only to failure of 
crops that any difficulty was experienced in collecting the 
amount afterwards. 
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207. To judge oftha pressure of the Government,denland 
as compared with the lagwuns or declared rent rolls. I 
append a table of the actual demand and supposed total rent 
for the three years of this ~ett1ement ; it must be premised, 
however, that rents were in many cases nominal and were 
modified or remitted according as the Government demand 
was modified or otherwise; there are discrepancies in the 
figures in different returns to which I have had access, but 
they may be accounted for by certain Oobaree or Peshkushee 
villages being included in some returns and not in others. 

"Fusl~e ye~r. 

1233 
1234 
1235 

Governmeut Jumma in 
Nngpoor. 

Rs. 

2,45,156 
2,44,875 
2,46,8io 

Lagwun. 

Rs. 

2,79,014 
2,~J,7~5 
2,85,365 

208. The next Settlement was again made by Captain 
Low in ]236 Fuslee, and for a period of five years. The 
assessment gave a·slight reduction on that of the preceding 
Settlement, being for Nagpoor Rs. 2,40,6] 2, or Company's 
Rs. 2,0(),510. . 

209. Even this Settlement was found too high; large 
remissions had to be given each year, and even then the 
revenue was collected with difficulty. All the reports of 
that period speak of the general poverty of both PateIs and 
cultivators, the straits to which they were reduced to meet 
the demands upon them, and the consequent state of debt 
into which all alike had faUen. This state of things is general
ly attributed to the great over assessment of the first Settle
ment, from the effects of which the people had been unable 
a!> yet to recover, and also the general deterioration of the 
soil from long continued cultivation without a fallow . 

• 
210. The first of these causes was true enough, the 'Mal. 

goozars and cultivators had been so thoroughly impoverished 
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and suckjd dry of all their resources, that they had not the 
means or the ca;pital to cultivate their lands properly. But 
there can be no doubt that both the Settlements of 1~33 and 
.of 1236 Fuslee were intrinsically much too high, great as 
was the reduction upon the first Settlement. The price 
of wheat during that period I find "to have been as low as 
Rs.2 and 3 per khundee, or about one-third of the prices now 
prevailing, and yet a Settlement at the same amount as those 
concluded by Captain Low would now be to all intents and 
purposes impracticable. 

211. The average collections for the above period I find 
to h9xe amounted only to Nagpoor Rs. ~,:n,R78, or Com~ 
pany's Rs. 1,84,898, being very considerably less than the 
amount of the assessment. 

212. As to. the other aU<,ged cause of the universal dis
tress, viz., the deterioration of the soil from long continued 
cropping, I do not place much faith in it. It is undoubtedly 
true that land taken up after a long fallow does for the first 
few years bear much heavier crops than it will do afterwards 
in the absence of manure; but after the first few years the 
ratio of deterioration becomes very much less. If this theory 
were to be accepted in its integrity, it would follow that the 
lands of Baitool should have ceased to bear altogether by 
this time. From all that I can ascertain on the subject, the 
land is as pr'Jductive now as it was twenty years ago, or even 
further back, and it certainly has enjoyed no rest"during 
that period. We must be content therefore to ascribe the 
general :poverty of the district to what I consider its tlUe 
causes, VIZ. high assessment combined with low prices. 

213. Captain Low, though a good revenue officer and 
possessing great t'xperience of the district, Il1Jlintained that 
his assessments were moderate as compared with the internal 
resources and capabilities of the district, and would have 
been realise~ with ease b lit for the abnormal state of things 
referresl to abpve; viewed, however, by the test of actual 
E'xperience both these Settlements must be pronounced to have 
been much to~ high. 

214. Captain Low himself appears to have assumed that 
a Settlement in the Baitool district must alwCJ.Ys be of an 
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annual and fluctuating nature, and that it would be ilPpossible 
to frame any assessment, however low, that would nold good 
for a term of years without modification; thus the assess. 
ment came to be looked upon merely as a max~mlllm standard, 
which might under th~ most favourabI"e circumstances be 
realised, but which in point of fact never was. 

215. The reasons alleged for such a system are the general 
poverty of the cultivators which led them to throw tlp their 
lands under the least discouragement and remove to other 
villages, thus rendering it impossible for the Malgoozar to 
reckon upon his rents for more than one year at a time. 
The necessity seems also to have been recognized of allow. 
ing Malgoozars purposely to throw lands ont of cultivation 
for the benefit of a fallow. It seems to have been forgotten 
that the whole question was simply one of self-inte/ est as 
regardeJ Malgoozars and cultivators, and that so long as the 
Government demand was moderate, cultivation would be 
maintained at its proper level. 

216. In point of fact, however, it had come to be an under. 
stood thing that the Government jumma was a nominal 
assessment which would be modified every year accoilling to 
circumstances. Captain Low himself states that whatever 
reduction might be given looking to the lagwun or villal!.c 
rent-roll, next year the revenue would bear the same propur. 
tion as before to the gross receipts, the lagwuns having been 
lowered in equal proportion. 

217. The stability of the last quinquennial Settlement 
was sorely put to the test by three successive seasons of 
failure of crops teminating in ) 240 Fuslee, the last year of the 
Settlement; so bad was the state of affairs at that time that 
no less a sum than Rs_ 92,000 accumulated in balances of 
revenue had to be writterl off as irrecoverable, and under such 
auspices a new Settlement for three years was hl-ought out in 
'241 Fuslee by- Lieutenant Smith, tile As~istant A gent in 
charge of the dIstrict. 

218. At that time a great deal of land htlld fallen ollt of 
cultivation and numbers of cultivators had left the district, 
cl'lI)ecially those of the Atnair pergunnah, who migrated to 
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the Berar district, which appears to have been in a much better 
state at that time. N umbers also of the Malgoozars had 
thrown up their villages, and there was a difficulty in fiuding 
anyone to take their place. 

219. The basis of the new Settlement is sftid to have been 
the measurement of the district previously made by Captain 
Low. This was but a rude survey made by the Putwarees 
with the aid of a few Mirdhas, and docs not S~em to have been 
subjected to any regular test; moreover, it embraced ollly the 
land actually under cultivation. Considerillg then the WHy 
in which the village fortulles fluctuated yearly as above 
described, such measurements could not be of much value 
after the lapse even of a few years. 

2:l0. Such as it was, however, it was Inadc use of and 
certain rates on soil and on the Iluml)('r of ploughs were 
applied. The village lagwun or rent-roll wa~ ~llso compared 
alld a·jnmma fixed, which was to Jeavl..' the Malgoozar an inam 
of 25 per cent. upon the gross collections. 

I find that Captain Low assumed that the Governm~nt 
revenue ought to amount to the value of two-fifths of the 
gross produce, while Lieutenant Smith calculated that it 
should equal half the gross prod lIce after deducting the bond 
fide 6xpenses of cultivation; either of these estimates would 
now be reckoned excessive. 

221. Tile new Settlement was conc1ud~d for Nagpoor 
Rs. 1,93,469, or Company's Us 1,61,2~4, being a reduction of 
no less than Company's Rs. 39,28f) upon the preceding 
Settlement; new men ('arne forward to take up the villages 
that had been thrown up by the former MaJgoozar.s; aban
doned Ian ds were given on three years leases free of rent to 
enc.ourage cultivation, and confidence was Oll~e more restored 
throughout th& district; from that time a new era may be 
said to have c~mmenceu: hitherto the fiscal histor'y of the 
district has beep an uniform chronicle of high assessment 
:g1odified ann ually, revenue realised with difficulty spite of 
large ,Dd constant remissions, and a regular march of retro. 
gression in the :fbrtunes of the people each succeeding year, 
serving only to plunge them still deeper into difficulties and 
distress. 



At last, however, successive years of failure of crops opened 
the eyes of our revenue authorities to the fact that. a more 
moderate standard of assessment must be aesllmed to enable 
the district to recover and maintain its former prosperity. 
Still with the history of the past written apparently in such 
clear characters, as a guide; it appears to have been consi
dered at the time that the moderate Settlement then made 
was to be merely a temporary relief to enable the ruined dis. 
trict to recover its former capabilities, as they were supposed 
to be of paying a much higher revenue. The Settlement 
worked well; the seasons were more favourable, and the 
demalld was generally r£'alised without any difficulty. 

222. The term expired with the Fuslee year 1243 or 
A.D. 1837. By that time new counsels had prevaIled and it 
was resolved to grant a twenty years' Settlement on liberal 
terms throughout the Sangor and Nerburlda territories. The 
Settlement in Baitool wa" carried out by Major Ousely .. 

223. J have been unable to detf::rmine any fixed principle 
or data·on which the new assessment was founded, be-yond 
that of'a res-ular reduction by a percentage on the jummas of 
all villages mdiscriminately. The previous Settlement had 
worked well, and the pressure of the Government demand had 
been found light, still in fixing an assessment for so long a 
period €iS twenty years, it was felt that a large margin must 
be left for the accidents of seasons and other contingencies, 
so as to ensure the regular collection of the amount assessed. 

224. The best proof of the success of the Settleme-nt is the 
present flourishing condition of the district. At its commence
ment the agricultural classes were just emerging from a long 
night of poverty and struggling against high a"sessment and low 
prices .• The light had dawned upon them with the Settlement 
of 1 834, and now the full daylight was revealed; eac.,h succeed. 
ing year almost has added to the wealth and general resources 
of the agricultural community; throughout the open parts of 
the district the whole of the culturahle land has been brought 
under the 'plough, and even in the wilder parts oLthe dist;rMt 
great inroads have been made upon the domait qf..thelorest. 

225. The amount of the new aSsessment was about :Com. 
pany's Rs. 1,40,000 in round numbers, being a redu<:tion of 
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over Rs. 21,000 Dr mDre than 12 per cent. upDn the preceding 
Jight Settlement. I t is almDst unnecessary tD add that this 
Settlement has cDntinued in fDrce until July last, the date 
frDm which the present Settlement commences fDr the whDle 
district. 

226. For thirty years the district. has been in the enjDY
ment of a moderate assessment; durmg that time the value 
of much of the land has 1?een greatly increased by the sinking 
of wells, and of late years the great rise in the value 'Of agri
cultural produce of all kinds has still further enhanced the 
value of lands, so that wha.t was a light burden in 1837, is in-. 
calculably lighter at the present time. 

227. Even the preceding trIennial Settlement 'Of 1834 
which wa\higher by Rs. 21,000, was at that time accepted 
as a very light Settlement when prices were far lower than 
they have been for some years past, and than I think, they 
are ever likely to be again judging hy the effect that Railways 
have hitherto effected 'On the various produce markets with 
which they bave been brought in contact. 

22& Looking then to the past I derived the following 
conclusions; injudicious over assessment had brought the 
district to the verge of ruin, which was only warded off by 
timely liberality; moderation should therefore be assumed as 
the basis of assessment; on thf' other hand the Government 
demand waR much below what the real value of the land might 
warrant judged by the increased value of all agricultural 
produce, and the rents paid by the tenants were genp.rally 
lower than what might fairly be demanded for vat:ious reasons 
stated elsewhere. . 

2~9. To begin then, I assumed that a considerable rise 
in rents generally might take place, and coupling this with 
the increaserl value of the lands held by the proprietors, I saw 
clearly that the Government revenue might be considerably 
increased without departing from that basis of moderation 
which I fult 'to he necessary to the future prosperity of the 
district. 

230. j :II"w far my anticipations have been realised and the 
I'-.mue demand modified will be seen e1sewhere when I come 
to the ata:tistics 'Of the present Settlement. 
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SECTION VIlt-DATA AND STATISTICS OJ;' 
PRESENT ASSESSMENT . . ' 

231. In determining the principles on which I was to 
base the coming Settlement, I endeavoured as far as possible to 
make myself acquainted with all the past phases of the 
revenue history, as ~lso the principles which had guided my 
predecessors in the work of assessment; the chief authority 
was Captain Low, who had concluded the two Settlements 
of 123::3 and 1236 Fuslee, and to whose reports 1 have 
alluded e!sewhere. 

232. The first Settlement under British rule effected in 
Fuslee 1228 was based solely upon the supposed average 
collections of the past few year". That of Capta'n ~ow in 
I :.!33 was fOllnded chiefly on the lagwuns or village rent.rolls 
modified by the results of personal experience and local 
knowledge; at his second Settlement in 1 ~36 E'uslee, 8aptain 
Low av:tiled himself of measurements made by his orders. I 
have elsewhere stated that this was but a rough survey made 
by the Putwarees, subjected to no regular test and embracing 
only land under cultivation. Such as it was, it was made 
the foundation of a system of rates and produce estimates, 
but I havE:' been unable to obtain any record of the actual 
rCj.tes themselves from among the old S~ttlement papers. 

2.33. Regarding his system of assessment I quote his own 
words from a memorandum upon tht! district written in I 83:.!, 
just prior to the last triennial Settlement; he writes: "It is 
a mistake, howe"er, to suppose that any of the last Settlements 
made by me in Baitool, were founded upon the elaborate 
calculatio~ that they appear to be. The fact was that I 
assessed each village according to its individual state and 
circumstances, the only way a Settlement in this country can 
be made, and the division of the villages into classes was d~e 
afterwards to save the trouble of replying to the numerous 
inquiries that I expected to have addressed to me as they 
were on the occasion of the preceding Settlement;" and 
again "this is what gave rise to putting the villages into 
classes, that all those in which the avera~e rates on the land 
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~early correspon~ed might be put together and oue explana
tIon serve for allm the Settiement books. But the classifica
tion wa~ntir.ely nomina~_Irstead of being altered to fit the 
clas~~e vIllage went mto whatever class the jumma fixed 
migfit happen to bring it!' 

. 234. The rates supposed to prevail in the Baitool pergunnah 
111 the best villages of the district in t~ year 1832 were as 
foHows, for each description of soil :-

Per acre. 
Irrigated land. . . . . . . . . . .. Its. 5 0 0 
Kh~rce . . ...•.........• " " 2 1 0 
Dol ..... " ............ to .. .. .. ... .... " 

l\Joorund. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. " 
Bbabur. . . . . .. .•.... '" " 
Seharee ...•............ " 

I 10 0 
140 
o 12 0 
040 

Th<1je rates are said to have heen considered high thcn ; 
judged by the prices of produce thell prevailing, tl;ey must 
have been so ; it wlll be seen that they arc higher than the 
highest rates now proposed by me in the richcst villages of 
the district. 

Measurements were at that time calclllated by the "joosee" 
which for all practical purposes may be assumed to be equiva
lent to four acres; the measurements, however, of that tima 
were very vague and uncertain. 

235. The productiveness also of the several staple grains 
of the rllbbee crop I find estimated at from fOIlf to ten-fold 
according to the quality of the soil. Assuming then the be&t 
quality ofsoil or dol to bear eight-fold of wheat, an acre takes a 
<fuarter khundie of seed; this would give a gross return of two 
khundies. The average price of wheat would be then about 
R~s. 4, certainly not more. thus giving a value of Rs. 8 per 
al're, or, at one-sixth uf the produce, a revenue rate of 
Rs. 1-5-0 which is much lower than the pstimate above given; 
but further. in a hilly district with an uncertain climate and 
exposed to great vicissitudes, I think eight.fold much too high 
an average rate of prod ucti veness to as~ume for even the best 
land, 
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236. This is the only record of the rates I can fiDei as 
existing prior to the triennial Settlement of 1241 Fuslee. The 

..assessment books for that Settl~ent .for the Mo.oltye .and 
Atnair pergunnahs are before me;. the ~lllage~ are dl:tJed mto 
five classes according t01 the classillcation sald to have.'bee!1 
introduced by Captain Low, and I h~ve ~hown above m Ins 
own words on what system that classIficatiOn was based. 

The rates themsel'es are as follows:-
I 

Description of SOIl. 
1st and 2ntl Class, 3rt\ ClAss, per 4th and 5tll Class, 

per Beegah. Beegah. per Beegab. 

----. 
Rs. a. p. Hs. a. p. 

Irrigated ••.•..•.••• , •... 4 8 0 4 H 0 

Kharee. '.' ..•••••••...•• 1 9 0 1 6 0 None. 

Dol ....................... I 2 0 1 0 0 Applied to 
. Gondee and 

Moorund ., . . ••.••••••... 1 0 '0 0 12 0 poor jnngly 
Villages. 

Bhabur ..••...••.•...••.. 0 8 0 0 8 U 

Seharee ............ ..•.... 0 3 fl 0 3 6 

237. This then was all I had to guide me in framing an 
assessment based upon a Khusra survey and assumed reut. 
rates applied to the different qualities of soi1. 

238. To begin with general principles: I had the past 
financial history of the district before me; high assessments 
combined with low prices of agricultural produce had brou~ht 
the agricultural population to the verge of ruin ; in fact 
many of the Malgoozars were unable any longer t~ keep 
on the villages; f hings kept on growing worse uBtil the evil 
wa~ brought to a climax by a succession of bad seasons, end. 
ing with the Fuslec year ) :l40 ; a large and general reduction 
of the assessments was made at the ensuing SettJement 
followed by a still further reduction at the last Settlement 
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in 1241 Fllslee; since then during a period of upwards of 25 
years, the country has been gradlla1Jy but steadily advancing 
in the path of prosperity, and though many of the proprietors 
and cultivators are more or less in debt and difficulties, this 
can. 0~11y be ~scrjbed to the normal ~abit of the people, to 
theIr Improvidence ~11d extravagance 1\1 rCl!ard of marriages 
and other ceremomes. At present I fancy there are few 
parts of India where the Government del.and upon the land 
falls so lightly, considering the capabilities of thc soil; acraiu, 
the great rise in the price of all articles of consumption. ~r in 
other words, the faU in the value of mOlley renders a revision 
of the assessments impcratively necessary in the interests of 
Government. 

2:~9. The great change in circumstances and the greatly 
improved condition of the agricllltural classes, certainly WSl"

rant a corresponding increase in the bllrtkll laid upon the land, 
and most justly so as compared with other trades and profes
sions, for while the followers of the latter year hy year find 
their expenses growing grcdter, and their incomes in btJnilar 
proportion going lebs far, the cultivator who raises his own 
food reaps all the benefit of the enhanced price which he 
gets for the surplus sent to market, and which more 
thau compensates him for the increased price of cloth. 
ing of which he requires so little in this country; nor are 
we to suppose that the present state of affairs is purely 
temporary; the opening ont of the hnes ()f Railway which 
will ere long, it is hoped, traverse these Provit1cp s, not to 
speak of other means of developing the vast internal re
sources of the country, mllst excrci!le a wonderful infiuencG 
upon the produce markets generally, and whatever that 
effect may be, it is sure to be all in f:tvollr of the agri
cultural interest. Seeing then that the 1ast Settlement con
cluded upwards of :>-5 years ago was considered a very 
1ight one even at that time of low prices, and impaired agri
cultural resources, I am, I think, justified in assuming that 
under present circumstances, the Government revenue ought 
to admit ofea decided increase; I also assumed for reasons 
to be set forth hereafter that a general and considerable fISC 

in rents might be 100ked for throughout the district; this 
assumption formed the basis of my calculation.-
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240. As regards the questi(ln of rates: in framing these 
I have been in some dC'g'ree guided by those existing in 
neighbouring districts as far as I have been able, to ascertain 
them, and partly by what I have ascertained to be about the 
value of the different sorts of land from local personal inquiry 
as well as reference to the old reports on the supject, as·also 
leases given by Maafeedars or others. 

241· The lagwuns or village rent-rolls have also been Cl)l1. 

suIted, but I am not inclined to place much faith in them. 
Captain Low maintained that they were no guide towards the 
proper assessment of a village, llgt on the grounds of their 
untruthfulness, on the contrary, the reports of all Officers bear 
concllrrent testimony to the fact of the village la~wl1ns having 
always as a rule been drawn up in a straighttorward way, 
owing to the efficiency of the Putwarees and good revenue 
supervision; where they fail, however, is in the perpetual fluc· 
tuation of rents which are said not to have held good for a year 
at a time; thus certain rents might have been fixed at the 
commencement of the agricultural year and ratified by the 
usual distribution of pawn and betel; but before the year Wa<! 

Qut- perhaps more than one modification of the terms of the 
lease had takf'n plact! owing to accidents of season or otllel
wise; for this reason it was assumed that the lagwun filed 
at the commencement of the year might be no guide to the 
actual collectiolls. For myself I do not place such implicit 
faith in the honesty of these papers. In the face of a new Set. 
tlement it is the interest alike of proprietors and tenants to 
make existing rates appear as low as possible. Further, on occa
sions of land changing hands, 01' a new lease being given to a. 
tenant-at-will, it is not an unusual practise for a bonus in the 
shape of a sum of ready money to be gi ven in consideration of a 
lower rate of rent being recorded. This transaction of course 
dQes not appear in the lagwun and virtually a fraud is commit
ted; but even supposing the entries to be a truthful exp<>sition 
of rents as they now are, the rates themselves are so unequal 
and so apparently out of all proportion to the quality of the 
soil or the nature of the produce, that no regula~ system can 
be derived from them. In many villages the best land appears 
to' be the lightest assessed, and this 'I account for in the 
following lllanrl'er :-
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242. As before remarked the district was being rapidly 
depopulated in 1240 Fuslee; a Hew race of Mal0'60zars 
came in with the light Settlements of 12":11 and 1244 Fuslee ; 
at that time much good land doubtless was lying waste 
fi'om want of population. To encourage settlers the' new 
Malgooaru's gave out these lands at low rents to new tenants; 
the descendants of these men ar~ now in possession as 
"Kudeem Khastkars," and throughout the Saugor and 
Nerbudda territories the idea appears to have prevailed, that 
our rules of law forbade the raising of rents upon tenants of 
more than twelve years ~tanding. Even in the case of 
tenants-at-will it sPems only to have been on occasions of 
land changing hands or new land being taken up, that the 
Malgoozar ~eems to have exercised zlw right of making his 
own terms as apart from ancient custom. 

243. In framing therefore a system of rates much has 
perforce been left to private Judgment and discretion as with 
the rates of the particular fields of anyone village, so·with 
those of vil1ages taken as a whole; adjacent villages having 
apparently similar soil and enjoying similar facilities v~ry 
exceedingly in point of rates; all my inquiries on thf' subject 
have failed to produce any satisfactory explanation of this 
fact. 

244. One reason no doubt ib that preceding Settlements 
have been made not so much with reference to the intrinsic 
capabilities of each village, but to the personal CIrcumstances 
of the Malgoozar and his ability or otherwise of managin~ it 
properly. 

245. Thus then I have used my judgment to a consi. 
derable extent in departing from the results of my rates where 
they would lead to too great an increase in the demand, 
wntrasting the present prosperous condition of the people 
with what it was prior to the Settlement of 1241 Fuslee; 
anything seems better to run the risk of reverting to the 
old state of affairs. In making this Settlement the chief points 
to be obtaipe(J have been in my opinion as far as possible con. 
sistently with the existing state of things to equalize and" 
regulate the burden ~hich now weighs uneveI!lr, the poor~r 
being often the heaVle~t assessed, and after havmg fixed the 
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State demand to draw up a true and correct record of existing 
holdings and actuaf reIlts as fur as they can be determined. 
The absence of all ·such records and data whieh could be 
relied on with confidence has been the chief difficulty. that I 
have had to encounter. 

246. Suggestions have been made of the probable intro. 
duction at no very distant period of a perpetual Settlement 
into these proviuces. I myself am strongly opposed to all 
such Settlements in general, but it is not my province to enter 
into the general question. As regards this district in parti. 
cular, I am convinced that very lItany y~ars mnst elapse and 
circumstances must alter very much before the district will be 
ripe for such a measure; past experience alone should suffice 
to show us that fluctuation is the rule, permanency the 
exception. The great rise in the prices of agricultural 
produce and all commodities which has taken place of late 
years, if it goes on at the present rate of increase will ultimately 
lead to a complete change in the constitution of the village 
cotntnuniti~<I. Unless the wages of labour rise more in pro .. 
portion to the rise in prices than they have hitherto done f 

labour will have to remove to some head quarters of industry 
or manufacture to enable it to sllstain life merely; at present 
the population dependent on labour has been reduced to 
great distress; but until the Railways hOW in plogress are 
completed, and until50me experience has been gained of their 
effect UpOIl' the agricultural interests, all (juestions of perpetual 
Settlement must in my opinion be premature. 

247. Reverting to the question of rates, I have observed 
that no fixed system can well be arrived at; hitherto in the 
majority of cases ancestral custom has regulated the terms of 
individual holdings, and hitherto this tustom ha..1iI had the 
force of law in restraining the Malgoozar from eJercising h\8 
just rights of raising or modifying the rental where required; 
I have therefore felt weat difficulty in framing a set of rates 
",hch ' would be eqmtable in themselves, adaptedlo the im. 
proved circumstances of the district and increa~ea value of 
the land, and at the same time make not too violent or sud. 
den alteration in the present state of affairs, as wo great a 
~ise would have in my opinion a moat injurious effecl; how .. 
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standard of rate ~ cultivation. I s.lpuld not .have been 
warranted in maklDg any further demand; what I have 
looked. to, to raise the revenue, is the great increase in irrit{ .... 
tion; such land has been hitherto treated very much hke 
other land, and freguently in point of fact pays less than dry 
crop land of inferior quality. This may partly be accounted 
for by reasons stated above; I have assumed therefore a much 
higher standard of rent for aU irrigated land indiscriminately; 
of course the question of rents has been as far as possible left 
to be adjusted by mutual understanding between proprietors 
and tenants, but the former knowing to a certain extent that 
certain rates had been assumed, and principles followed in 
nxing their assessments, have not beEn slow in folJowing the 
example ill fixing rents; many proprietors assured me t.hat 
they had been receiving quite nominal rents for years past, 
but which they deemed themselves unable to rectify under 
the existing state of the law as they understood it. 

t • 

248. My ratE'S will be seen to fall very unevenly, but that 
is owing to the inequality of the existing demand upon 
the tenants; that they are not excessive is proved by the fact 
that they woul.lower the j'immas of some villages which cer
tainly call fOi no reduction: it may then be said that if the 
rates arejustand equitable in themselves, Ishould be prepared 
to carry out their results in all cases; hut this would have in 
many cases involved au increase which I am n{)t,prepared to 
recommend. 

249. As a fact the cultivators for the last '25 years have' 
been ' used to exceedingly light rents which th~y. have com~ 
to consider as stereotyped, and therefore the ralsmg of rents 
will be a gradual process according as the circumstances of the 
people permit, and thus too great and sudden an increase in tbe 
State de mala even thouO'h warranted perhaps by the intrinsic 
Q~biliti989:ftheparticular vi1!age would, 1 think, prove fatal 
_ ,iRe, J:~d ,future prosperity of it; thus too any system 
." 1atri S rould be devised could not have been applied to any 
~p of ,-ilIag~ without deviation. To ensure unifor ... 
..wt,4{. ' ·ee~$l.n~\Vould require a set of rates oiits 
-'-;.1 ~efore,looJred upon my rates more in the light 
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of a standard by which to estimate the full capabilities of'a 
particular estate ultter favourahle circumstances, local dis
advantages, such as want of water, absence of means of corn
IlIll11ication, proximity to jungles, and other resorts of wild 
animals, and other causes are faults which detract from the 
standard, and Herve to modify the assessment: I have endea
voured to equalize the demand as far as possible taking rates 
as a test or standard taken into consideration along with 
aIL modifying circumstances, looking also to the present demand 
and suppsol·d cultivation so ai-> to avoid any sudden fluctuation 
in the demand, which I have said before would be most preju
dical at present. 

250. In framing chuks for assessment purposes, and in 
ass(,l>i>ing, I ha,'(' looked chiefly to the fo]]owing points :-

Sitllation, proximity to markrts and means of communi
cation; prevailing ql1ality of the soil, and nature of crops 
raised; facilities for obtainillg water, either by m('ans of 
wells or from streams; proximity to jungles and hallnts of 
Wild animals; nature of the agriclIltnral population. 

251. My assessment chuks are generally subdivided into 
three classes; my third c1a!'>s villages are almost entirely 
inhabited by Gonds and Koorkoos, wild trwes of whum I 
i>hall have more to say elsewhere; suffice it to say that 
generally speaking they are a miserable class of cultivatm"s, 
living from hand to mouth, and seldom residing in the same 
village for any length of time together. In such villages 
rents bear but little ratio to the quality of the soil or value 
of the produce. The proprietors are only too happy to 
retain their tenants on any terms. Under these circumstances 
T have thought it useless to apply rent rates; none can b0 
deduced from actual rents; and they would be of no use in 
asses~lDg. 

252. I have accordingly looked to past payments .and the 
average rental of the past few years; I looked for no mcrease 
in rents, as such a proceeding would probably lead to a 
universal emigration of the tenants. These villages.contribute 
but a very small item to the total revenue of the district. 

253. Having thus stated my data and general principles, I 
proceed to notice the several assessment chuks in detail. 
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Cltuk Baitool and Poonee. 

254. Like other chuks this has bcen divided into three 
dasse~ •.. accor"ding to topographical situation :lnd general 
capablhhes. 

The following table shows the assumed rcnt-rates :-

Description of Soil. 

Irrigated land ... It .. .......... 
Kalee, 1st Class ...................... 

Do. 2nd do. .......................... 
Moorund -................................ 
Khurdee ................................... 
Rctarcc .............. <II .................... 

Bllrdee .................................... 

I . Class Jler 
acre· 

Its. a. p. 

3 0 0 
2 0 0 
1 ]2 0 
1 8 0 
0 12 0 
0 8 0 
0 4 0 

II. Class, per 
acre. 

Rs. a. p. 

:2 8 0 
1 8 0 
1 4 0 
J 0 0 
0 12 0 
0 8 0 
0 4 0 

255. The first class comprises 52 villagcs; they comprise 
the best portion of the whole district, a basin of rich soil well 
supplied with water, immcdiatt'ly slIrrollnding thl~ town of 
Baitool. This tract is almost entirely llnder cultivation, little 
of any ground even being left for grazing. '{he soil is gen(1-
rally deep and retentive of moisture, there is every fadlity 
also for the disposal of produce. 

256. The group of villages forming the 2nd class differs 
widely from the preceding one in all respects; though ilnme
diately adjacent it is separated by a line of rocky hills; the 
tract itselfis a rolling plain of alternate good soil all under 
cultivation and stony downs yielding nothing bn~ grass; the 
whole is intersected with rocky watercourses and the soil 
generally is shallow with basalt rock coming near the surface; 
water here is only obtainable in certain places; the land is 
less productive. and rents run lower than in the first group. 

257. The 3rd group comprises chiefly Gond hamlets in 
the jungles of th.3 T~tee valley, which bounds the Baitool 
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talooka on the west; much of the area of these villag~!l is 
jungle and barren gravelly soil; the cultivators have 'not the 
means or the energy to till their lands well, and the unhealthi
ness of the climate and dread of jungles and wild animals 
deter a better class of cultivators from settling. No rates 
have been applied to these villages. 

258. The villages of the first class are said to have been 
m nch over.assessed prior to the Settlement of 1241 Fuslee, 
a large reduction was then given, and again at the Settlement 
of 1244 Fus]ee. Since then certainly matters have retrieved 
themselves as I know no other part of the district where the 
demand falls more lightly" judged by the value of the pro
duce; the tenants aho arc almost all well off; rents have been 
raised to a considerable amount, and I believe still admit of 
further increase. 

25!). The villages of the 2nd class are said to have been 
comparatively lightly assessed prior to 1241 :Fuslee ; irrigation 
has been greatly extended lIince then and tbe value of the 
land consequently much increasP(l, so that the revenue fairly 
admits of a rise. 

260. Above I have given the rent rates applied to each 
qllalitf of soil in the two first classes; the actual assessment 
gives the following revenue rates on each description of soil :-

Rates on Revised J umma per acre· 

Description of Soil. 

1st Class· 2nd Class. 
, 

Its. a. p. Rs. a. p. 
Irrigated land ............. 1 5 0 1 0 8 
Kalee, 1st Class ." ...••..•.. 0 14 0 0 10 0 

Do. 2nd' Class ............ 0 12 3 0 8 4 
Moorund .•..•••...• ....... 0 10 6 0 6 8 
Khurdee .. " ....... . ..... 0 5 3 0 5 0 
Retaree .................... 0 3 6 0 3 4 
Burdee .................... 0 1 9 0 1 8 
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261. The revenue rates of each chuk as a whole are as 
follows :-

Class. 011 Malgoozaree On Cultivated 
areB. ana· 

Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. 
I. 0 911 o 11 2 

II. 0 5 8 0 5 10 
III. 0 ] 2 0 2 2 

The highest rate of anyone village is .. Rs. 1 2 0. 
The lowest is as little as .....•.• .. .... () 0 7 

262. I am unable to compare the chuk Jates with those 
of the preceding Settlement as no classification other than 
talookwar and pergunnahwar appears to have been made; my 
pergunnah rates will be seen from the appended statement in 
acres; my highest villtlge rate, however, is lower than the 
highest of the former Settlement which is recorded as being 
Hupees l·fJ.O on the cultivated area, the result of the Settle
ment is as follows ;-

Total former jumma ....• . ..•.• Rs. 34,005 
Revisedjumma ...•...•........ " 44,164 

Chuk Sainkhewa and Palun. 
263. This group also was divided iniu 3 classes for as.., 

sessment; appen~ed is a table of rates :-

Description of Soil. Clllss 1. per acre. Class II. per acre. 

Irrigated land ............. . 
Kalee, I st Class ...•........ 
Kalee, 2nd Class ...•.•.•.. . 
M oorund ... ~ .......... ~ .. . 
Kh urdee ................. . 
Retaree ..... 'I ••• ~ ••••••••••• 
Burdee .•...•.• ......•.. . 

Rs. a. 
3 0 
1 8 
1 6 
I 2 
o 12 
o 6 
o 4 

None were applied ,to 3rd class. 

p. 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

Rs. a. p. 
3 0 0 
1 4 0 
J 2 0 
o 14 0 
0 8 0 
0 6 0 
0 4 0 
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264. This chuk immediately adjoins the group of villages 
forming the second class of chuk Baitoolt and the general 
appearance of the country is similar; there i~, however, a 
greater extent of open continuous cultivated bud with rather 
a deeper soil and abundance of water; this forms the Patun 
talooka of the Mooltye pergunnah ; it contains some very fine 
villages and is noted for the productiveness of its soil. 

265. The first class compri.ses 20 villages; those of the 
second group are inferior as having a shallower soil, inter. 
sected with ravines and lines of hill, and a scantier supply of 
water; this group comprises 25 villages; the third class is com. 
posed of 15 Gflnd hamlets lying on the slopes of the ghats, 
which here form. the southern portion of the pergunnah. 

This chuk comprises the villages said to have suffered most 
from over-assessment in times past and a proportional reduc. 
tion was given at the succeeding light Settlement; the villages 
of the first class Were many of them ~ortllnate in be~ng held 
by two respectable Mahratta families from Eerar ; one Baboo. 
rao, and two brothers Bhaosing and Rughoonath ; thefle men 
had large resources and tided over the evil days; their descen. 
dants are now in possession, and their villages are all in a 
flourishing condition. The villages in the second group Wf're 
not so fortunate, being much neglected and harrassed hy a 
succession of speculators. 

The last Settlements were made chiefly with regard to the 
individual circumstances of the Malgoozar;, and are no true 
guide to the iutrinsic value of the several estates. 

266. The results of the assessment gives the following 
rates on each particular description of soil :-



103 

Rates of Reyispd Jumma 
per acre. 

Description of Soil. 

Class 1. Class II. 

\------ - -----
Rs. a. p. -B.s. a. p, 

Irrigated land ............ of .... I 8 0 1 3 :1 
Kalee, ] st Class ..................... 0 12 0 0 8 0 
Kalee, '2ild CbbS .' ................ 0 9 0 0 7 3 
Moorund ................. ,. .......... 0 7 0 0 5 7 
Khurdee .. ,. . .. ..., ............ 0 4 0 0 3 3 

Uet.ree " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "I 0 3 0 0 :2 5 
0 2 0 0 1 7 13urdee .. , ,', , , , , ......... , '. 

267, The chuk rates are as follows :-

Class. On Malr;oozarce 011 c111ti~ntioll. land 

Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. 

1. 0 8 0 o 10 7 
II. 0 3 3 0 5 1 

III. 0 I 1 0 2 4 

The total average rates are:-
On Cultivation, .. , , .. ,., .. , ........ fis. 0 7 4 
On Ma)goozaree " ..... ,., •. ,.",.. " 
The highest rate of allY one village is •. " 
The lowest is ........••.•..••.. ,' ,. " 
The highest rate of the last Settlement of . 

any of these villages I find to be on 
culti vation .• • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• " 

059 
107 
015 

140 
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The result of the Settlement. is as follows :

Total former jumma .••.•.... 0 •••• 0 • Re;o 
H,evised jUlnma .....•.• . . . • . . . • • . .• " 

Chuk Mooltye and Dunawa. 

19,044 
24,898 

2G8. Tills chuk also comprises three classes; I append a 
table of ra~s applied :-

Description of Soil. Class 1. pf'r acre. Class II per acre· 

Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. 

Irrigated land .... , ................ 3 0 0 3 0 0 
Kalee, 1st Class ............... I 8 0 1 4 0 
Kalee, 2nd Class ..•• 0 ••••••• 1 6 0 I .) 

"" 0 
Moorund .. . .. .. . .. . ... ............... 1 2 0 0 14 0 
Khurdee .............................. 0 J2 0 0 8 0 
Retaree ...........•.....• 0 0 6 0 0 6 0 
Burdee .. .. " .. .. .. ~ .. .. ,. . . .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. 0 4 0 0 4 0 

269. In dividing the villages into classes, it was not' prac
ticable to follow a purely topographical classification as regards 
the two tirst groups; the third one is sufficiently marked; it 
comprises 39 poor hamlets lying amid the jungles on the 
eastern fr~ntier of the district. 

270. The rest of this tract comprises a rolling country 
formed by a succession of high downs of basaltic formation 
and quite unculturable, with intervening hollows of good land 
under cultivation. The quality of the soil, its d\ pth and 
facilities for 0 btaining water vary exceedingly, even in villages 
lying immediately adjacent, just according as the rock comes 
near the surface or otherwise. Thus some of the best and 
poorest estates may be in immediate juxtaposition. In classi. 
fying, therefore, I have used my judgment to a considerable 
extent in selecting w hat I considered the most favoured vil. 
lages, and I have also to some extent followed the classification 
of Major Low. 




