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is confined to some few villagés below ghe ghats on the
frontiers of Berar, where the high prices realised, the ready
market, and the force of example, have led even the Gonds to
sow cotton in preference to inferior grains. The soil, how-
ever, of these villages lying as they do on the edges of the
ghats is generally very poor and but light crops are raised.
So also in other parts of the district cotton is raised in the
poor stony soil termed burdee, the general belief being that
it will not grow in any of the superior soils; but the fact is
that the latter require careful weeding, and the dhowrah or
species of harrow to be run occasionally between the drills to
loosen the earth round the roots, and in the absence of this
care the crop must necessarily fail.

v'137. Jowaree also is but little sown in the more open part
of the district and then chiefly for the sake of the stalks
which serve as food for cattle./ In the poorer villages it is
grown in low lands near rivers, what would be termed
khadir land in Upper India, and also in land newly taken up
after a fallow. A very little rice and other inferior grains
are also grown occasionally in the better villages, but not to
any appreciable extent. 'The poor burdee soil is generally
sown with the oil 'plant termed ‘“jugnee,” which will grow
almgst anywhere, and is said to improve the soil for any crop
that may follow ; hence it is often suwn in exhausted soil by
way of retrieving its quality ; very little tiliee is grown.any
where. In the hilly parts of the district of course the
khureef is the staple crop, but there are few villages in which
there is not some land capable of raising either wheat or gram.

138. The method of cultivatior! is the same as that above
detailed, but from the fact of the’cultivators being chiefly
Gonds, and possessed of but little capital and few bullocks,
the land is not generally so well prepared as it should be ;
but it has this advantage, that from the habit the Gonds have
of frequently emigrating, villages become deserted and the
lands attain the benefit of a fallow. V'The staple crops in the
poor villages are kootkee, a species of inferior rice, kodo, a
sort of rye or grass, rala, kungnie, sema, and other poor
grains. Kootkee and kodo are the chief staple, and the ;{:nd
s0 sown gets but little preparation,
































































































































