receipt llr.BﬁlMi’llm 0 231
ng the final re out‘h#‘ & of
on §3 of the hmineu Land Ronuquct.ﬁ
s pleased to confirm the assessment of the district.
>

‘d India are glad to observe that the question of nazarana is
lm to add that they have read Mr. g,nth’u excellent report

No. 352—Xl-4-107.

Nagpur, the 28th May 1914.

' A —Xl1-4-107, dated th
""‘.“P’ B s e B T
ch 1914, forwarded 1o the Wm, inform

ulmlme to hisletter No. 2904—I-74, dated the 25th November"'""

E. GORDON, ,
- Under Sccn‘ry to the Chief Commissioner,
Central Provinces.
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GENTRAL PROVINSES ADMINISTRATION,
Sutbep and Setlenent Bepatmend,

Frowm : ,
®" J. HULLAH, Esg., 1 c. s., "
THIRD SECRETARY TO THE CHIEF CommissfJfRR,

Central Provinees,

b ]

To
Tue SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT'.OF INDIA,
REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT.
Nagpur, the 26th March 1914,
SIR,

| am directed to forward, for the information and orders of the Government
of India, the final report on the Seftlement operations in the Wardha district,

together with a copy of letter No. 2904-1-74, from the Commissioner of
Settiements, forwarding the report under date the asth November 1913.

2. The previous settlement, which expired in 1910—12, was made by the
late Rai Bahadur Purushottam Das during the years 1891—94 for a period ranging
between 16 and 18 years in the different tahsils of the district. Operations for
regular settlement were begun in 1909 under the sanction of the Government
of India conveyed in Mr. (now Sir Robert) Carlyle’s letter No. 105-493+2,
dated the 26th January 1900.

3. Since the last settlement the district has had a very prosperous history.
With the exception of the eastern portion of the Hinganghat tahsil, it suffered
very slightly from the famines of 1896-g7 and 1899-1900, and though a certain
amoun& of emigration in these yearscaused a temporary drop in population,
the lost ground has been regained and the figures of the last census now show
an~incrzase in population of 19 per cent over those of 1901, Meanwhile prices
have continued to rise, particularly the price of cotton which is now the most
important crop of the district. This crop and juar account for 76 per cent of
the total cropped area of the district as a?ainst 53 per cent at last settlement,
the increase in area being at the expense of wheat and linseed, and paragraph 70
of the report shows that as a result of this change and of the greatly enhanced
profits of cotton-cultivation the distinction between wheat lanfand other land,
which was the main feature in the soil-classification of the last settlement,
has been abandoned in the present settlement. Cultivating profits again
‘have increased substantially, and in the case of cotton, the profits on

~ 'which the Settlement Officer estimates at Rs. 23 per acre, the increase has

- been remarkable. Even in the case of rabi crops the rise in cultivating profits

S 3ty T8 R0 R R D s i g
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4 In paragraph 10 of Mr, Slocock’s letter No., 341—XI-4+17, dated the
a9th October 1908, forwarding the forecast report, it was proposed to adopt
a standard rental enhancement of 20 per cent over the district as a whole. It was
at the same time remarked that a 30 per cent standard would not be excessive,
as it was then anticipated that the actual rent enhancement might exceed the
forecast. The actual enhancement imposed varies from 21 to 27 per cent in the
three tahsils, while for the district as a whole it amounts to 25 per cent. The
most striking variation from the forecast has occurred in the case of qxalik-
makbuzas, whose payments have been enhanced by so per cent for the district
as a whole against the orighil forecast of 25 per cent, But this divergence is
justificd by the fact subsequently disclosed that these proprietary plots have
largely passed into the hands of wealthy money-lenders who sublet them at
high competftion rates. That the enhancement is not excessive is proved by
the fact that in the cotton tracts the average rate of sub-rents for leases of
sir land has more thanedoubled since the last settlement and the allfround
acreage incidence of rents in all parts of the district is less than half that of
the sub-rents. Moreover, the malguzars have been levying heavy nasaranas
for reletting holdings, and®have realized in this way over 8} %akhs of rupees on
56,655 acres of land relet. The premia thus taken are equal to w7 times the
rent reserved. ’

The total assets of the district, as revised and announced, are compared
below with those forecasted ;=

As forecasted.
Rs. Rs.

Tenants' payments e 10,06,606 0,95,000
Valuation of home-farm and land held by

privileged tenants 3,40,201 3.35,000
Siwai i 48,341 50,000 ¥
Total Malguzari assets .. 13,05238 13,80,000 o
Malik-makbuzas 78,267 63,585

On the revised assets the Settlement Officer has assessed a kamil-jama of
Rs. 8,40,666, which falls at 55 per cent as compared with 59 per cent taken
at last settlement, and yields an increase of Rs. 1,75,767 or 26 per cent
on the existing kamil-jama. Of this amount, a sum of Rs. 26,624 is
assigned, leaving a net realizable demand of Rs. 8,14,042, an enhancement
of Rs. 160,012 or 26 per cent on the present realizable revenue.
The total cash payments (malik-makbuzas and tenants combined) have been
increased by Rs. 2,279,122, so that the malguzars have gained substantially by
resettlement as compared with their position immediately before resettlement.
In paragraph 99 the Settlement Officer shows that as compared with their
position after the last settlement, which was considered by the Government of
India to err on the side of leniency, the malguzars have gained greatly by the
present settlement. In the circumstances the assessment is a very moderate
one, and the Chief Commissioner feels no hestitation in recommending it for
the confirmation of the Government of India. The total cost of the settlement is
estimated at Rs. 2,01,706, and will be recovered by less than two years' revenue
enhancement, ' "
Coummpertnyy

6. The previous settlement expired on the following dates :—

Wardha tahsil, except one group s 118t July 1910

i »w Nachangaon group... oo st July 1031
Hinganghat tahsil Aot s 18t July 1911
Arvi tabsil e IstJuly 3tz

. In paragraph 13 of Mr. Slocock's letter No. 341—Xl-4-17, dated the
« agth October 1908, it was proposed that the term of 34 , "aﬂmu
~+ 20 years, but orders were reserved on this point until the final results were
~ reported, in paragraph 4 of Sir Robert Carlyle's letter No. 105-493-2, dated -
O Dy Q00 ) e e G R B
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Having regard to the fact that the rents, even after the enhancement imposed
by the Settlement Officer, are much below the rgnt which might fairly be
demanded, a long-term settlement is undesirable, and Mr. Crump considers that
the standard term of 20 years adopted for the Central Provinces in Revenue
and Agrichltmev'ﬁe tment's letter No. 27-383-2, dated” the 16th December
1895, 1s suitable, | am accordingly to recommend this term for the sanction of
the Government of India.

7. #s regards the Settlement Officer's observations in paragraphs 56, 57
and 58 on the subject of masarana, | am to say that the Chief Commissioner has
the question, which is one of considerable impsrtance, under his conskeration,
and that it will probably be found necessary to deal with it by legislation in
connection with the revision of the Central Provinces Tenancy Act.

¢ 8. Mr. Smith has carried the settlement of the district through in an
expeditious and economical manner, and his report is interesting and shows an
intimate acquaintance with the people and the district. ;Ms. Crump has much
pleasure in bringing his services td the notice of the Goverpment of India.

I have the honour to ba,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
J. HULLAH,
Third Secretary.

LR
® Govt, Press, Nagpur :—No. 182, Civil Sectt,~27-3-14~301.




i B HEMNGWAY,Bsg,rcs,
A COMMISSIONER OF SETTLEMENTS, ;
' Central P"W”ﬂ""”n

Ll o

~ Tue«SECRETARY to e HON'BLE tue CHIEF COMMIS- «
X SIONER, A e

SURVEY AND SETTLEMENT DEPARTMENT,
» v
g o o Central Provinces.
» e it

Nagpur, the 25th November 1913,
SIR, 2

o I have the honour to submit the Final Report on the Land Revenue Settles e
A ment of the Wardha district.

3.. The Wardha district is situated in the south-west of the Provinces on
the Berar border in the undulating plain which lies to the south of the Satpura =
mountains. Except for some hills in the north-east of the district the surfaceis ©=

atly undulating or flat, and the soil mainly good to medium black cotton. The
ﬁy river of importance is the Wardha, which divides the district from Berar.
The district is divided into three tahsils for administrative purposes, namely,
Arvi in the north, Wardha in the middle and Hinganghat in the south. It 15
traversed from east to west by the Great Indian Peninsula line from Nagpur to
Bombay ; and from Wardha junction there is a broad gauge line running south to
Chanda, Railway communicatiofs are in fact good; but feeder roads are very
badly required, and at present nearly the whole of the valuable cotton crop findsits
way, as best it can, along miserable cart tracks over the heavy black soil. The
principal markets are Wardha, Pulgaon and Hinganghat which are all on the

. railway, but a certain amount of the produce of the north of the distriet finds
rabi or kharif, but the high prices of cotton and juar, especially the former,

~ its way tojKatol in the Nagpur district.
3. About two-thirds of the soil in the district is capable of growing eihd:?r
i e
‘caused a great extension of these crops at the expense of wheat and linseed, the
_principal rabi crops. Cotton now accounlds for 43 per cent ‘of the cropp:‘:_‘ m::
ainst 2 cent at Settlement, and juar accounts for 33 per cent a
26 pirpf:m at Settlement. Meanwhile the combined whea&t MW
only cover 17 per cent of the cropped area as against 36 per cent at
W - T‘his]cgange would have been pushied further if the co!g:mm :
that the eastern portion of the Hinganghat tahsil was not s
ng to the heaviness of the soil and rainfall. In the rest of the
:ﬂkl’,"complete; but the fact that such a large percentage
rabi should be borne in mind, as it makes the position
stronger. Should the heaviness of the monsoon injure
agh it up, and sow the land with wheat and lmueed;

oy




Report). During the currency of the first regularSettlement the great majority
_of tenants’ rents remained Gntouched ; but there was some rent enha‘xem,‘uﬂ‘
- in some cases new tenants were admitted on quite high rents, some of which
were reduced by Rai Bahadur Purshottam Dass, who made the, second regular
~ Settlement (1891-94). The rent rolls were also complicated by the fact that
*  malguzars were in the habit of leasing out ““ khudkasht " on full competition rents
 for a year or two at a time. The tenants of these holdings were of necessity
recorded as ordinary tenants under the Tenancy Act, and their rents to a certain
extent exaggerated the rise in the acreage rate. Rai Bahadur Purshottam Dass
found that ordinary rents had apgarently risen by 51 per cent, and the all-round
acreaﬁe rate had risen by 23 per cent. At the same time he found that priceshad +
risen by 150 percent, taking as his starting point the prices ruling before the
American war, as these were really the prices on which the 30 years’ Settlement sl
was based. He naturally did not include the high ordinary rents mentioned akove
in the assets on which ‘revenue was to be assessed, but reduced them to a
reasonable figure, at¢he same time enhancing the rents of the protected tenants.
As a result 8l his revisign rents compared as follows with those of the 3o years’

Settlement. ‘ S :
.  Absolute-occupancy +30
Occupancy aos +33
Ordinary by +47
All-round ave +42

5. During the currency of the 30 years' Settlement the occuﬁied area
had increased by 14 per cent so that what with this expansion and the rise in
the acreage rates the gross assets of the malguzars had risen very largely.
As announced by Rai Bahadur Purshottam Dass the gross assets had risen
from Rs. 6,71,095 to Rs, 11,14,512, and though he reduced the fraction of assgtd
taken as revenue from 79 per cent to 59 per cent, the revenue of the district was 4
raised from Rs. 5,31,553 to Rs, 6,63,8%5. The Settlement Officer only raised
cash payments from Rs. 7,58,535 to Rs. 869,349, so that the malguzars lost

Rs. 21,568 by re-settlement.

. 6. With the exception of the eastern portion of the Hinganghat tahsil,
which suffered like other wheat tracts in the famines of 1896-97 and 18g9a-1900, the
district has had a very prosperous time since Rai Bahadur Purshottam Dass’

~ Settlement. The famines certainly caused a temporary drop in population, which
must have been mainly due to emigration; but the emigrants have returned
'~ and the subsequent increase has been above the normal; for whereas the
* population only rose by 4 per cent between 1881 and 1891, and fell by 4 per
. cent between 1891 and 19o1, the increase between 1¢o1 and 191 was as mu
as 19 per cent.

7 Meanwhile prices have continued to rise. The price per khandi
- (720 1bs.) of unginned cotton at the last Settlement was Rs. 50 and the average
~ price since then up to 1911-12 was Rs. 65-12-0. But the lowest price touched
~ since 1904-05 is Rs. 68 per khandi at,Hin har:lghat. and the average price at
Wardha since 1905-06 is nearly Rs. 83 per khandi. The rise in the price df the
other staples is smaller. In the case of wheat Mr, Smith (paragraph
eport) only gives figures up to 1910, and the average for the period 1906—
inclusive ,&xcluding 1908 a year of distress) is just over Rs, 19 per khar
411} lbs. as against Rs. 13 at Settlement. In the case of ‘the a
from 1906—1910 inclusive',(cgia;:cludinﬁ_ 1908) is ug seers
 against 19 seers per rupee at ent, The price of nseed f
to be discussed to any useful purpose ; moreover linseed

~of the cropped :
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acre at the first Settlement. The rise in juar is apparently not so
. only from Rs. 5 at the first Settlement to Rs. 10-13-0at the second
: ement &nd Rs. 12-15-0 at present : but Mr. Smith omits the rise in the value
of the juar, stalks, as these, like wheat straw, are hardly eyer bought and sold.
1ere must, however, be some extra profit from these items, and more in the
case of juar, to account for the decline in the area under wheat as compared to
m‘ juar fodder is not only better, but also the produce per acreis greater.
Taking the grain alone into consideration wheat is more profitable to grow than
 juar; and the increase in cultivating profits is greater, the fignres being as follows :
~ at the first Settlement Rs. 4-8-0 per acre ; at thexsecond Settlement Rs. 9 1-o per
~ acre; at present Ks. 13-2-0 per acre.  The profits of wheat gultivation are not to .
. be compared with those from cotton, and hence the cry s thg tenants of the
- western portion of the Hinganghat tahsil that their rents could not be enhanced
\ _becguse they could not grow cotton : as a matter of fact the rise in the cultivat-
. ing profits of wheat has been such as to justify a very copsiderable enhancement
of rents : but the far greater increase in the profits of cotton cultivation has
obscured this fact, especially in the eyes of the growers’f wheat.
. D

9. Mr. Smith's figures tor*cultivating profits are strongly confirmed by the
cropping statistics of the district, and also by the varying rise in the acreage
rate of sub-leases and of nazaranas in different parts of the distfict. In para-
graph 33 Mr. Smith gives an interesting table showing the percentage of the W
cropped area covered by each of the four principal crops—wheat, linseed, cotton o
and juar at each Settlement. Since last Settlement the wheat percentage &
has fallen from 21 to 11 and that of linseed from 15 to 6; whilst the cotton
percentage has risen from 27 to 43 and that of juar from 26 to 33. At present
cotton and juar account for 76 per cent of the cropped area of the district. A

10. Sub-leases are dealt with in paragraph 54 of the Report. In the best

‘ctton tract of the district, namely, the Arvi and Ashti groups of the Arvi tahsil,

Vo the acreage rate of sub-rents has risen from Rs. 4-1-9 at Settlement to Rs. g-3-0

' at attestation for sub-leases of sir, and for sub-leases of tenants’ land from Rs. 3-4-6

- toRs.7-14-9. Meanwhile in the Hinganghat tahsil which contains the rabi tract

of the district, the acreage rate of sub-rents of si» has only risen from Rs. 1-15-6

at last Settlement to Rs, 2-14-0 at attestation, whilst sub-rents of tenancy land have

“risen from Rs. 1-7-8 per acre to Rs. 2-4-2 per acre. In paragraph §6 Mr. Smith

shows that nazaranas in the Arvi and Ashti groups average Rs. §4-7-10 per acre,

whilst in the Hinganghat tahsil they average only Rs, 6-2-3 per acre. -

11. A word of explanation is required about nazaranas. Mr. Smith gives
~ their history in paragraphs 57 and 58 of his report : briefly it is as follows :—
_ Up to the time of the second Settlement no malguzar worried himself about the
e&ct of raising rents when he had the chance ; but at the second Settlement
‘became obvious that the more a malguzar had raised rents the heavier, his
Settlement would be. The malguzars then hit on the J)lan of capitalising the
‘increased value of the land when reletting a holding, and simply gave it out on
he old rent on receipt of a nazarana corresponding to the increase in its value.
1 this way the new tenant was weakened, for he had either to spend  most of,
all, his available capital, or else write a bond for the améunt of the naza-
d in addition to this Government was deprived of its share in the rise in
s of the land  The tenant was made in every case to Siin an agreement
“him responsible for any enhancement of the rent of the holding imposed
ement, and this safeguarded the malguzar against any action by
Officer under Section 63 of the Tenancy Act. 4

Smith proposes a method of dealing with this evil, for evil i
it the weakness of his suggestion is that it is to no one’:
nazarana has been given or taken. 1 would suggest

ealing with the evil, which is common jn m
ment between the tenant and the,

| ¥
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~graph 4 above it has been shown that the result of the second Se

10 raise rents-to a pitch 42 per cent above that at the 30 years'

‘Since then the rent-rate has stagnated, for the malpuzars have almost invaria
utilized their scanty opportunitiesfor raising rents to take nazaranas instead. [
is therefbre quite obyious that %ny enhancement now imposed will ‘not even
absorb the balance Bf statistically justifiable enhancement which was not imposed
at last Settlemént much less will it touch on the further enhancement justifi
zthe large increase in cultivating profits which has taken place since las

ttlement. . - o
14. The preseat Settlement has been cogducted on the ordinary lines laid

down by the code, with certain developments of the procedure adopted at last

- Settlement. These developments are dealt with in paragraphs 67+71 of the
report, and need not be touched on here. The most interesting feature was the

- attempt to @istinguish between fields according to their accessibility, The
absence of such a distinction was undoubtedly a weak point in the old classifi-
cation of kharif growing land, though of not so much importance in rabi land.
The result of the re settlement tahsil by tahsil is as follows on tenants'
payments :— :

Per cent.

Wardha tahsil e : +27
Arvi tahsil +27
Hinganghat tahsil ... +21 ;
3“ g Whole district + 25 « 0

o .
' In paragraph 86 Mr. Smith gives a statement showing the average rent
of an acre of Morand I in each group before and after revision. The lowest
after revision is Rs. 1-1-7 in the Girar group of Hinganghat, and the highest
38 Rs. 2-13-1 in the Ashti group of Arvi. In that neighbourhood sub-rents run
%0 Rs. 7-14-9 per acre, and nazaranas to Rs, §4-7-10 per acre. lnoxx:‘d»
what hag been written above these enhancements are exceedingly m t
and have as Mr, Smith points out in paragraphs 101 and 103 of his report
caused practically no discontent: they could not possibly cause any hum
The enhancements on malik-makbuza payments are much more severe, bei
follows :— Wl
§i Per cent.
: Wardha tahsil ) + 61

Arvi tahsil atd ] +45

Hinganghat tahsil ... R o
W!xole district v S0 2
The reason for this difference is that the malik-makbuza ho
ly fallen into the hands of money-lenders, who were snb-letg"

h sub-rents, and Mr. Smith, in such cases, made free use of |
ettlement Code, which permits the Settlement Officer to fix

!

rents in cases where this is justified by the sub-rent.
‘Ho mhgs been VM&I?&C sanl' 0 i e




changes in the excise system the value

trict, whereas the, value of tadi has risen.

ven for all the tadi of the district but now
ed, and there is an opening for competition,

1 ® The assets as revised are as follows :—

Government
India. >
) ¢ 1 Rs. ) i

Tenants’ payments ... R xo,oGiG 9,905,000 gl )
Home-farm " 3,40, 3,35,000 s
o ~ Siwai : - 48,3 . 50,000 o

l ; Total malguzari .. 13,05,238  13,80,000
“ o Malik-makbuzas 78,367 , 63,585 :

18. The standard fraction of malguzari assets te be taken as revenue was
. fixed at 55 per cent under the orders of the Government of India, and the Chief
‘Commissioner estimated thatewith a standard of 55 per cent the Settlement ind
Officer would actually only take 54 per cent of the revised maéllguzari assets as
revenue. Before the Settlement was nearly completed Mr.#Chitnavis carried i
his resolution in the Viceroy's Council to the effect that oniy half the increase i

in malguzari assets should be taken as revenue. As a result of a somewhat
strict application of this rule the actual fraction of malguzari assets taken
as revenue is 55 per cent. ‘The revised malguzari kamilsjuma of the
district works out at Rs. 7,71,250 as against a forecast of Rs. 7,46,000.
Owing to the heavier enhancements imposed on malik-makbuzas, and

to the fact that the drawback allowed to malguzars for the trouble of collection
was reduced in the latter groups, the revenue actually obtained from malik-

. ® makbuzas was Rs. 68,210 as compared to a forecast of Rs. 54,000, The gross
fevised kamil-jama of the district amounts to Rs. 8,40,666, an enhancemen? of
Rs, 1,75,767 or 26 per cent on the present kamil-jama, The total cash
ayments (malik-makbuzas and tenants combined) have been increased by

8, 2,27,123, so that the malguzars have gained substantially by re-settlement °
as compared to their position immediately before re-settlement. In paragraph
99 Mr. Smith shows that as compared to their position after last Settlement,
which was considered to err if anything on the side of leniency, the malguzars
have gained very greatly by the present Settlement. Of the revised kamil-jama
; a§,624 is assigned to private persons or charitable objects, and the net
- realizable demand is Rs. £ 14,042, an enhancement of Rs. 1,69,012 or 26 per
* . cent on the present realizable revenue. The difference between the kamil-jama
" now assessed and that forecasted is only Rs. 40,666 or 5 per cent, and calls for
‘no remark.

19. Deferred enhancement has been allowed in 34 cases, and the revi :
“realizable revenue will be reduced somewhat in its earlier years. The stages
by which the full demand will be reached are as follows :— g

: N f Rs.
. First 5 years . 811,802
Second 5 years e 8,013,377
Remaining years “... e 8,14,043

here have only been 81 appeals by tenants against their
) agyainst the revenue assessed. the nmmm“9
nd of the malguzars only 1. A

 took effect from, and will run to
5 B B j ,,



will be remid in 1} years.

to the report are not in the form required by §in
S’Qﬂem t Code, as Mr. Smith wrote the report be{ote the Mﬂﬁt

I have the honour to be,
. Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

H. E. HEMINGWAY,
Commissioner of Settlements,
Central Provinges.




TR R AN

o

Scale | inch = 8 Miles

w L] o
L

A e w EE W We S GE NS

M
L ]

From Amraoti

Index o

ARVI TAHSIL
Dhari

Ashti

Karanja

Dhamkund

Warhona «
Arvi

Kachnur

Kharangna

e =

......

.....
.....

nggori

Bohoduf-ppr . .
"Ga.wurkhmcq -

Manholi
.

‘.

e I
" G
£

® NV D NN -

.
.
et

| '*Bu'o ' .0’

Lu. \, l A

WARDHA TAHSI (L,
9 Nachangaon
10 Deoli
11 Anji <
12 Keljhar
13 Selu
14 Sindhi
1S Paunar
16 Andori

HINGANGHAT TAHSIL
. 17 Wadner-Pohna

18 Wagholi ‘
19 Mandgaon-Waigaon

20 Girar

m. Hingnnghar o

. -

~

- .)
fere C

To Nagpur.
S Ko,

G).P.Railway

WunnaR.

ey

To Nagpur



wes : : ¥ . e

in condition of lower castes and la
Tenants ... _ i
Ciltcpof ,t!‘llntl B ‘ ‘ "?,
Debt among the tenantry
Maléuun 3 .
. Big estates ..,
11— Agricultural tenurés
‘ - Agricultural tenures
- Malguzari transfers
‘ Kunbi ideas of law
ER IV.~Trade and communications
. Trade
Prices
Samples and charities
Artificial inflation of prices
| Other rascalities o
—~(a Methods of Agficulture and crops produced
ol Summer plough
Weeding ... -
Seed selection
Improvements
P S,
Outturn of different crops




of.m and hnd revenue as mw
settlement just completed.

V1L~ Principles of resettlement
Soil unit system——zgone system ...
Effects of zone system on deduced rent

land ﬁi for minor cropo—-other chnnges in system.

CHM"I’IR IX.—Methods and procedure in *eva.luahon of land and in revis
sion of rents, " ‘

Mlp correction i

ﬁ:eumn on the comparative difficulties of the last uld
¢ present settlements,

Processes of attestation

Changes in methods of attestation

Changes in system of reports
Methods of resettlement in main unchanged

Soil and position

Factors
Extra factors

Alteration during last settlement of the factor lClle
at first employed.

Justification of factors now employed
Incidences i

Deductions of rent and enhancement above Jedncedf
rent.

Some revised rents lower than deduced rent owing to
grant of margins. )
Local ideas of settlement procedure

s“m . e "“'9 !

§

PART lll

Gnmm x--(thmon and waste—rents, home farm and aim
Dhttibutmn of area
Mﬂwﬁ s
mua heads of siwai




: “x"‘“ e
T Remuneration of kotwars ‘
e




-Mlmn 18’md u"n north lggnudc M 3"& 3
79° 15" east longitude. It forms a triang its
R O
eastern side is boun , while on
ﬂm Wardha separates it from Berar. -

i:l. The north of the district consists of a hilly region, fomcd by spurs
o projecting from the great ySat pura Chain. hill |
' . ranges run generally in a south-eutedy dnrecmn For
most part they are rugged and stony, but after the rains they .are
h abundant grass, affording pdsture to large herds of buffaldes and cattle. In
Arvi tahsi bowever, lmny. of the hills are clothed with small teak and other
* timber, and the valleys between are rich and fertile. In the north a succession
M-tbmft escarpments in the trap rock——mark the steps by which the
‘country rises from the bed of the Wardha river to the confines of N i
District.  The best known are the fhals of Talegaon, Chicholi, Dhnmknnd and
. The central cluster of hills includes the hills of Malegaon (1,726

negaon
feet above sea level), Nandgaon (1,874 feet) and Jaitgarh (2,086 fect)—the highest
b in Wardha which ?g:ms the7 watezshed ]of gthc: d(ustnct From the north
d west of this range numerous small streams make their way towards the
ver Wardha, while from the south and south-east the Dham, the Bar and the
Yesoda streams flow down the length of the district in a south-easterly direction

xcept the Wardha, with its affluent the Wana, the district does not
n dhy river of importance. To the south the country spreads out.in an

n; ghm, intersected by water-courses, and broken here and there
‘ ng abruptly from the surface. In general, the lowlands are
‘ the commonest trees being the mango, tammnd, nim and
h chmplof date-palm fringing the water-courses. In the west of the
t the country is singularly bare, whila tmuh the MOM

‘a tract of jungle extend.

The -ﬂ.:t sheet of trap which covers Berar uuderhes the lrholeﬂ
. The _stratification is regular and continuous, and the angle of
generally small. The usual succession is black soil resting on
p, between which and the underlying trap a fresh-water formal

. The black soil varies in depth from 10 feet to a few inches, the

2ss being about 2 feet. It is generally found intermixed w

,m the exposed fragments of which are collected and

is strewn with curious coprohue concretions,
"Mn mued from the soft rock beneuth Sl: mtudhi :




. Pl e el :
AR . Except in the wheat tract (to
:h wp the Hinganghat tahsil cottonmfiw '
R ~ the ryot looks for his living. Al i ‘ma
where cotton and juar could not be planted or came to nothing;
quarters of the district is devoted to the kharif staples. The exclusive

. - .

of cotton and juar is carried to its greatest extreme in the north-west of M 7
i

district, and as one proceeds south-eastwards the character of the croppi
- gradually becomes more vasied. Rabi becomes more and more common unti
-south of the Great Indian Peninsula main line and east of the Warora branci
railway, cotton and juar begin to be almost a rarity. The country in the extreme
- south-east is a séa of wheat and linseed with patches of gram or rabi til. The
contrast between the look of the country about Mangrul in the south-east and
at Arvi in the noth-west is striking. .

5. The Arvi tahsilis divided into two very distinct tracts considerably
differing in chardcter. The valley of the Wafdha river between the hills and
~ the river is the most productive part of the district. Even in a bad year like
. 1907-08 crops were little short of normal. The valley corresponds to the’
Settlement ’Froups of Dhari, Ashti and Arvi and is entirely devoted to cotton
and juar. The soil is level and of excellent quality and the people are as
"msperous as it is possible for Kunbis and Telis to be with their family
stivals, their law suits and their consequent debts. The hilly portion of the
tahsil, corresponding to the groups of Karanja, Dhamkund, Wadhona, Kachnur
~ and Kharangna, was at the 3o years' Settlement a really jungly tract inhabited
. by Gonds and wild beasts. Of late years the hills, except in Government reserves
-and the village forests of one or two enlightened malguzars, have been cleared
~ of all but scrub and the valleys are all under cultivation. In spite of the hill;
~ character of the country there is plenty of good soil and although less abund-
antly prosperous than the valley and more apt to suffer if the rainfall%s short,
the crops in this hilly tract are in most years quite good and the cultivators
are by no means ill oé‘. The villages are valuable for their grazing, timber
~and other forest products, which are scarce and dear in the rest of the district.
- The. main crops are cotton and juar, though a little irrigated wheat is grown
about Karanja and rabi is generally less uncommon than in the valley. e

6. The line of hills turns sharply to the north-east above Rasulabad on !
- southern boundary of the Arvi tahsil and its skirts form the boundary between
‘the Arvi and Wardha tahsils as far as Ridhora. Form Ridhora the bo
of the Arvi tahsil turns almost due north while the line of hills continues
north-easterly course leaving in the Wardha tahsil, north of Hingni, a
corner exactly similar to the hilly part of Arvi. Apart from this corner, w
forms the northern part of the Keljhar group, the Wardha tahsil is an undulatir
plain broken only by rivers and by rising ground about Keljhar and in the
ar:qp;- Except in the Sindi group at the south-east corner, which
e wheat tract, the Wardhd plain is mainly devoted to the kharif sta
and juar, and the best (between Anji, Elikeli and Selu)
‘productiveness to the Wardha vall:(y. The hilly corner, north of
few hvilhges.between Hingni and Keljhar are on poor soils, but

tahsil is exceedingly fertile, ucing abundant cotton, juar,
and rarely suffering t{-om mytg‘i:: ﬁk:gsc'mcity. T ’,m"

arora Railway is a conti

“The Hinganghat tahsil is divided into two pe
The Hingang! costing
nilar to it in all its features. The



in Am neacly all the Wsahmmm:f

ghat, a plain undulating except in the
Wardha valley evoted almopslt edtirely mw

This is the most prosperous part of the district.
CHAPTER 11.—THE PEOPLE.

Tharea of the district is 2,404 square miles of which 184 square
miles are Government forest. At the last Settlam

503,672 heoal?
456,843 71383
456,035

1,410,540

‘ e 1866, at the time of the 3o years' Settlement, the population of tho
 district was 344,000 and in 1872 it had increased to 355,000 or by rather m
L : pu cent. The population at subsequent enumerations was—

Tahsil. 1881. 1891, 1901,
9 . ; 155.485 158,215 152,565
i 4 ; " 110,600 i 111,465 94,801
wl 131136 131174 137.137
Total vl gBpam | 400854 385,108

'uhiﬂthemustﬂlwmewutehndtobreakup,and this

~ the district where population was notreducodby the f:
n&mdmst. 5

- Accord tchnm of agn, the total populmonohh. lﬁ.,
ouls o qm mile and the pop\ﬂanon is dmama..-

?gs




“'ith occupations, saving those connected with agriculture, 1 have nut‘
odo dlrectlz The agricultural population is shown to be 76 per cent ¢
: uml ’opuhtton of the district made up as follows :—

"




‘ Purushot
ﬂahit is indeed tbgt

) ‘of ready money, as I often found wbm
h like by ancmn for t‘l
declines to be the village drudge his father was and ﬁués i

the share in the hides of dead cattle, which as a “ Pandhri Mahar
claim from the Kotwar in return for odd jobs performed for the

w does some petty dealing in cotton, takes a few fields as sub-tena
afford to pay a good price for them because (so says malicious rumour
‘needs the land to account for the piles of cotton in his barn, which

'ttohn at night from his neighbours’ ﬁelds,

: 13 The tenants of the district were at attestation carefulli
% ing to their prosperity or poverty into 3the follo _.

classes :—
A Well-to-do, lending money or grain or owning land as malguzar,

B In substantial cultivating circumstances, free from debt, or wltll
inconsiderable in proportion to assets, '

€ In average circumstances, with ordmary debt, but free from mow
or special risk of losing the holding.

D In reduced circumstances, having fallen in the world, and bocm‘
deeply indebted or havmg mortgaged.

~E Living from hand-to-mouth (Nadar), such as Gonds or ryou smm
bullocks, and of the status of day labourers,

1 subjoin a table showing for each tahsil the proportion of thd
mber of tenants which fall into each class : —

mwholotwtthm holdings on- sub-mm » N
labourers to their holdings, were in
“correctly inclu




t of litigation
: ‘enough Court work to support 10 pleaders in the |
1 while in 1910 there were 25 pleaders in full practice—all earning
x or eight rapidly becoming wealthy. _ e
| 14. The castes into which the tenantsef k
district are divided are shown in the following tabh

-
y

Kunbi, Teli. Mali. Brahmin. Others.

5,623 g 1,305 5837 o
3,054 $20 4,298 10,808
3arr 896 1,070 5798 11,383

. ¢ !

Total 14,688 €747 2,783 15,633 38,009

Good cultivators are found, among every caste but are commonest among
mbis, Malis and Telis and rarest among low castes like Gonds and Mahars,
rahmans and Marwaris as a rule care more about getting high sub-rents by
subletting their land than about farming; but even among these there are
honourable exceptions. The caste most typical of the tenants of the district
is the Kunbi and it is common everywhere, and most usual in the Wardha
tahsil, to find a family of Kunbis as malguzars (or Patels as they prefer to |
called), and the bulk of the tenants belonging to the same caste. d&lere the
tradition of the Patel being no more than the head ryot among his fellow ryots
‘will be still alive and vigorous, and in most of such villages landlords and tenants
live together in a friendly and harmonious manner and help one another with
Jloans of grain, carts and cattle as need arises. The Teli is a less amiable
character generally a much sharper business man with an eye to making a
by dabbling in gramn, or cotton speculating, or to establishing a grain dealing
money-lending business. He drinks more and has a more quarrelsome
and is apt to be unpopular with his neighbour in so much that it
ucky to meet a Teli when starting out upon any undertaking.
quiet and peaceful, a Gond simple, honest, hardworking and easily chea
- a Mahar has all the unamiable traits to be expected in a caste which h:
espised and downtrodden for ages. It is a quaint sight to see an ancien
in with a beef bone in her hand defying the emissary of some
to come on and execute his warrant, process, or whatever

There can be little doubt that the ge

« the tenantsy,  diStrict are much less in debt and 1

e fhe emnty: over and robbed by the money
rushottomdas is v







Total

I1.—ABORIGINAL AND PASTORAL CLASSES.

Last Settlement.

Mabhals. | Proprietors.

Total ' 4




Total 619 1,503 8§52

IV.—~NON-AGRICULTURAL.—B. INDUSTRIAL CLASSES.

Last Settiement. Present,

Castes.
Mahals, Proprietors.

Total

VI.--NON-AGRICULTURAL ~C., OTHERS.

Last Settlement.




~ L—Agricultural 7 3210
~ H.—Aboriginal and pastoral g o 41 167 31 1o
JI1L—~Mixed c.hun (Marathas and Musalmans) 123 300 L age 204
1V ~Non-agricultural 4 642 1,602 582 | 1,588
Tatal 1,577 5,360 1,416 4,841

~_ The rest of the mahals in_the district, 433 in number, are held by miXed
bodies of malguzars and the following set of tables show how many of the pro-
prietors belong tp each caste. Some of the malguzars who have already appeared
once in the previous lot of tables come over again in these :—

i Mixed Proprietory Bodies.
I.—AGRICULTRAL CASTES.

Last Settlement, Present.
Castes.
Mahals. | Proprietors.] Mabhals, Proprietors,
! 2 3 4 5
1. »

Total

1,474




IV.—NON-AGRICULTURAL. i

i3 .
7 maos 2 Last Settlement, ‘Present.

i Castes. ' e

‘Mahals. | Proprietors.| Mahals. | Proprietors. i

e 1 2 3 4 $ 4

-

v A—LITERATE AND MONEY-LENDING, )
Maratha Brahmins
C']nthl Brahmins

ol 53 235 91 484
4
4




1,~Agricultural - 15 1,474 189

11~ Aboriginal and pastoral . 3 12 6
111.~Mixed classes (Marathas and Musalmans) & 39 123 32 130
1V.~Non-Agriculturg! 130 487 206 1,022
Total o 287 2,006 433 3.581

—_—‘r—
Granp Toran or Homosenious Bmau' AND Mi1xeED 1,864 7,465 1,849 8,302
ProrrieToRrs.
M »

17. There is of course the greatest difference between a malguzar such
as the Hon'ble Mr. Chitnavis or Dewan Bahadur Ballabh-
das, the Jubbulpore financier, and the ordinary prosper- =~
ous Kunbi. The line is not always easy to draw, but it is interesting to observe :
that the following numbers of mahals are held in whole or in part as portions of
several large estates :—

Big estates.

Chitnavis family ... 2 complete mahals and shares in 5 more.
D. B. Ballabhdas w B " " n 8 »
Raja Bahadur Raghuji Rao 22 complete mahals,
Bhonsla. e
.

Kuar Lachman Rao Bhonsla. 11

»n n

Seth Narsingdas Mohta ... 5 complete mahals and shares in 6 more.
Bhagwant Atmaram Dhongde. 22 » ” n 38 5
Ghatate R " o p B
The Buti Brothers , we b » " w . 6
Ashti Deshpandes " ” »w 31 ng

As to the balance of the malguzars of the district it is difficult to make

general statement or to produce any concise figures. Three per cent of the 8

malguzari shares, into which the viirages of the district are divided, are held

poor persons equivalent only to D class tenants—that is to say poor :

- embarrassed, likely to lose their shares by foreclosure and sometimes obliged

accept employment as field labourers. Another 11 per cent are held b

~_yeomen who possess no more than one or two pairs of bullocks and are

- to a certain extent, but not sufficiently to cause any serious embarrass

- risk of their shares being lost—these we may regard as equivalent

~ tenants. Of the balance, 18 per cent are held by good sound yeor

- small in proportion to their means or altogether clear of debt, and

%‘gpersons well enough off to be called rich and equivalent to

- These include rather a mixed lot of persons varying from the owners

already referred to, to yeoman owners of a single mahal w

a brisk money and grain lending business in their own
holders of 23 per cent of the malguzari shares ar
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- CHAPTER IlL.—AGRICULTURAL TENURES.

.

18, The origin and history of" proprietary and cultiyating tenures in
nera] was given once for all in the opel‘:ingp paragraphs of cﬁ;:;‘v of the last
ment Report and it would be a waste of time here to repeat it. The
Iolbvmﬁem:le abgtracted from Table VI of the district assessment statement
~ shows the proportion of the whole occupied area of the district which was at
- each of the three regular Settlements in possession of cach class of cultivator,
- whether tenant or proprietor : —

Held by
algnzars as] Held by | Held by _*{;‘:,:;{_ Heldby | Weld by
E:wmef.ur};n or] maliks revenur-free occupancy oceupancy ordinary
y &r':; :'god buzas. grantees, tonanti. tenants, tenants,
"" .
1 B 3 4 s 6 7
r .
Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. Peor cent,
30 years' Settlement - 14 ' 3 3 at 15 “
Last Settlement 18 5 1 15 a7 24
At attestation 20 5 less than 14 as 26
jone per cent.

The real security of ordinary tenants’ rights under the Central Provinces
Tenancy Act is now so well recognized, and there is now for practical purposes
so little difference between ordinary and occupancy right that the purchase by
ordinary tenants of occupancy right for 2} times the rent is now something
of a rarity in the two southern tahsils, and here there is a distinct decrease in the

roportioneof land held by occupancy tenants. The Arvi tahsil is more old
rashioned, and here the demand for occupancy right still goes on, partly because
it is considered more respectable than ordinary right and partly from a vague
idea that it is more secure. Malik-makbuza rights can now seldom be created
and it was (until a recent decision of the Judicial Commissioner’s Court)
supposed to be illegal for the malguzar of a village to hold land mn the village
in malik-makbuza nght. So malik-makbuza land bought or otherwise acquired
by the malguzar was (or rather ought to have betn) recorded as khudkasht.
I fear, however, that dishonest patwaris often refrained from so altering the
record, if it were made worth their while and if a malguzar was clear sighied
- enough to see the value of retaining land in his own name as malik-makbuza
s0 as to be abie to Jet it out and reclaim it at the expiry of the lease. Absolute
‘occupancy right is of course more liable to similar extinction by merger and
a:lg’ only be protected by a denami transaction which recorded as the absolute~
occupancy tenant some relation or dependent of the malguzar.

- The really striking part of the table is the increase in land held by malguzars
‘their homefarm or as a provision for their immediate dependents, for it is
almost entirely on the extent of homefarm to be transferred to the purchaser that

he mﬁet“va{ue of malguzari property depends. 1 shall go into the guestion
m?iet value of land in a subsequent chaprer,

9. The value of malguzari rights are so much complicated by the amount
G of homefarm which goes with them, that any comparisons
v o of present and past sale prices is apt to be both puzzling
1 ~ Again the amount and value of the rights to be transferred

r altered by the Tenancy Act of 1898, which has practically

fer of cultivating rights in si land. The result of the Act

ubterfuges have to be practised, if the incoming malguzar is
e vendor remain as occupancy tenant of his si» land or to
tter than the unstable biudkasht right in the lands |
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~ The wil{ mal is, however, finding means of circumventing the Act
either by selling the malguzari right in his village and at the same time gwing a
perg:tual lease of his sir land, or (if the end of Settlement is far enough ahead)
~ by first giving a perpetual Jease of his sir land to the purchaser and then joming
with him to get the land recorded as occupancy in the purchaser's name. He
will then transfer the village and leave the purchaser to bribe the patwari into
letting the purchaser’s name remain as tenant of the land theugh he is at the
same time malguzar. When the Settlement comes the purchaser will deplore
the ignorance of the patwari and beg trat his 12 years’ occupancy may be
allowed to count towards the acquisition of si» right—always surpgsmg that any
sub-tenant’s name has been in the interval kept out of the annual village papers.

The two complications to which I have alluded render the comparison
of past and present prices of malguzari shares so untrustworthy and so mislead -
ing that | propose to give no figures of malguzari sales, which would always
be open to misconstruction and misinterpretation,

20. It may, however, betinteresting to subsequent enquirers in future aays,
when all legal questions have been finally decided and
all persons are thotoughly acquainted with their rights
and duties under the law, to describe some, of the naive methods by which all
men try to get land into their own hands, and by which malguzars attempt to
prevent the accrual of tenancy right.

Kunbi ideas of Law.
4

Every Kunbi (and many of higher castes who should know better) is
firmly persuaded that the first step to ousting a trespasser and securing posses-
sion of a field, to which he considérs he has a right, is to get a false entry
made in the village papers showing him to be already in possession. This is
why thereis always a crowd of poor dear people at every village inspection,
with petitions (written or verbal) to show how they or their remote ancestors
were dishonestly deprived of their fields. They want their claims gone into
then and there and an order passed that they are to be recorded as the tenant
in possession and the intruders as their sub-tenants. They do noteohten expect
the inspecting officer to act as process-server as well as munsif, or to eject in
person the trespasser and give them possession. The object of their appli-
cations is to get their names on the papers. They will then get a copy, show
it to their money-lender, and thus persuade him that their chances of getting the
land back are good enough to warrant a ioan for legal expenses.

Again everybody believes that a tenant can be ejected without process
if his landlord refuses to take rent for three years. This is why so many rental
money orders are issued, in order that the renant may be able to prove that the
rent was at least tendered. But one often finds that some strong tenant has
for years and years been firmly in possession of a holding, while the landlord has
been stubbornly refusing to collect the rent in the hope that this may strengthen
his own hands, if the holder ever falls into embarrassment, and facilitate ejection.

21, The favourite dodge of a malguzar, who has by surrender or ejection
i:t hold of a piece of tenancy lands, and does not fancy it being labelled Zhud-
sht, to be lost to him if he ever lets it out, is to get himself or some relative
recorded as tenant of the land. This device is difficult to defeat, if the m: ‘ :
is only one of a body of shareholders, for he will quote a ruling of theeJudicia
- Commissioner's Court that he may legally be a tenant of the proprietary b
to which he himself belongs. If the land be recorded as khudkasht & Settle-
~ ment he will abstain from letting out the land and bring a suit for correction of
- records under Section 83 of the Land Revenue Act. dafeudlntl(&e
- malguzars) will not defend it; and, if Government do not apply to
defendants, the plaintifi practically secures sir right without the q
down. Itis at crises like these, and in cases of disputed st
st holder dies when there is no field work going on, th

finds his opportunity to have




~ «can strictly be said to be in possession of his land, the that can persuade
- the patwari to enter him as in possession has a great advan when it comes
to amnﬁ::my for litigation or to eorvincing the police (in case of broken
heads) that the other side are the aggressors. The Wardha® tenant is, however,
~ getting clever enough to keep an eye on the patwar’s papers and run to the
. yet!uon-?ter whenever he considers himself aggrieved by an entry, This is wh
- 1t was (till the pay was raised quite lately to Rs. 12 a month) getting So difficult
- to recruit a decent class of men as patwaris. 1 have often thought that the
remarks column of the jamabandi might be filled up by allewing the patwari to
enter in it (either on his own motion or under the direction of some body of
local notables) the name of the person considered to be entitled to possession
f everybody had their rights. Such a procedure might serve to protect from
Isification the columns of the village papers that really matter, and would
often be a comfort to some dispossessed claimant who would like to think that his
shadowy claim had some vague recognition in the Government pApers.

. CHAPTER IV.—TRADE AND CQMMUNICATIONS.

22. The southern part of thg district is well served with railway communi-
cations, for the Great Indian Peninsula main line runs right acrosf the middle of
the district from west to east with stations at Pulgaon, Dahigaon, Wardha,
Paunar, Tuljapur and Sindi, besides several sidings just coming into use. From
Wardha, the head-quarters town, there runs soutiwards the railway to Chanda,
serving the south of the Wardha tahsil through a station at Sonegaon and,
through the Hinganghat and Nagri stations, the Hinganghat tahsil. The great
lack of the district is good metalled roads. The only made and metalled road
of any great importance or value is the road running along the Wardha valle

7 miles from Pulgaon railway station to Ashti in the north of the Arvi tahsil.
%lon this road passes the bulk of the produce grown in the Arvi tahsil,
Besides this there is 18 miles of metalled road from Waigaon in the south of
Wardha tahsil, through head-quarters, to Anji on the borders of the Arvi tahsil
and this is to be continued as funds permit to Arvi town in the north and to Hingan-
ghat in the® south with a westward extension (already made and partly metailed)
to Deoli and Pulgaon. The present road from Arvi to Anji is thronged with
cotton carts all the cold weatﬁer, but is in no way made or metalled and is
grievous to see or use. This extension will be a great boon, and I was often
assured by Kunbis in the villages that the Government ought to give them a
voad if it raised their rents and then nobody would complain.  The north-east of
the district is worst off for communications and carts have to struggle from the
Karanja tableland along the most desperately bad tracks to reach Arvi (vid
Talegaon) or Wardha down the Dhamkund ghat and by way of Wadhona and
Anji. This will be set right by the metalled road now being extended _Iyear by

ear from Nagpur 274 Kondhali to join the Pulgaon-Ashti road at Talegaon.

If the metalled roads now running from head-quarters and from Paunar rai way
station to Selu could be extended to the foot of the Arvi hills, and if Pohna in
the south, the Girar pargana in the south-east and the neighbourhood of Salod
Fakir in the south-west could be linked up, the first two with Hinganghat and

_ the last with Pulgaon, by good macadamized roads, the benefit to trade and to
~ prices would be incalculable. '

: . Roughly speaking the trade of most of the Hinganghat tahsil centres
o il l;'eon gHing ghat and the trade of nearly all Arvi at
g .M Pulgaon, while the central part of the Wardha tahsil and
‘the Dham valley below the hills in Arvi tahsil sends its stuff to Wardha market.
The produce of the western part of the central tahsil goes to Pulf:n’ and for
of the eastern part the market is at Sindi, which also draws the crops from
north-east of the Hinganghat tahsil. A certain amount of cotton, etc. goes
ye extreme north-east to markets in Nagpur and Amroati district—Katol,
~ard Morsi,—while an equivalent amount of Berar cotton ;
‘Wardba river to Arvi Pdtgnon&w\dl even H o
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be taken as brought to one of the markets in the district for disposal. This
point is of some importance when I come, jn the next chapter, to discuss pro-
duction and prices. .

24. All the available statistics on the subject of prices are given in the

! following chapter, and 1 shall here orﬂ{_ make a few
general remarks—principally on the subject of cotton
prices. It will be noticed that the prices of cotton at the different markets
(Wardha, Arvi and Hinganghat) run very even and that Arvi prices are generally
a little higher than prices at Wardha or” Hinganghat. It is true that the Arvi
- khandi of cotton contains,20} maunds and that the general khandi is 20 maunds,
but | have reduced Arvi prices to a khandi of 20 maunds, which explains the
frequent occurrence of odd annas. Now Arvi is 22 miles from the railway and
a cart carries about 3 bales of pressed and ginned cotton, being the amount
of ginned cotton produced by about 3 khandis of raw cotton. The rate of
carting varies, but 1s about Rs. @ a cart-load from Arvi to Pulgaon. It wdlld
naturally be expected that the Arvi prices would run 10 or 12 annas J/ower than
the other markgts which are on the rail ; but they are often higher here than
elsewhere.

Prices.

This difference in price has often puzzied me. The Arvi merchants say that
there is more price cutting between the gins here than elsewhere, so that
ginning is cheaper and the merchant can afford to pay alittle more for the
raw stuff. They also say that there is more competition for cotton among
the dealers, which runs prices up. But Arvi cotton is supposed to be poorer
in quality than that grown further south and this should counterbalance the
competition between gins and merchants. My own belief is that the higher price
is due to the malpractices of the market,

25. As malpractices I class the customs, common to all markets, of demand-
ing from the producer subscriptions to Hindu charities
and free samples of the cotton brought to market. The
sample is demanded nominally to find cut by examination the quality of the
cotton ; but for this purpose a mere handful would be enough, and any real examina-
tion would be impossible with the crowds of carts that throng the market in a
good year. The cultivator always says that the broker takes about a rupee’s
worth of cotton as a sample, and of course the purchaser pays, because if he
did not pay for a whole cart-load including the sample, the farmers would take
their stuff to another market where they were better treated. The markets
compete for the cotton and in 1907-08 Arvi got such a bad name that the
cotton began to go straight to Pulﬁaon, or to the markets in Nagpur District until
better counsels prevailed. Again there are in the market towns “ Gaurakshans”
or societies for preserving the lives of worthless cattle, and other religious funds
are always being started. These funds generally levy a cess on every cart-load
of cotton (from 15 maunds to a khandi according to the roads), which is some-
times demanded from the buyer, but more often from the seller and is then cut
from his price by the merchant. If the buyer pays this cess, it depresses the
price and, if the seller pays, it will, of course, increase the price. It 1s needless
to speculate on the ultimate destination of the money collected. The charities
~do not benefit: much - in any case and are always dying and being re ized, so
the amount of the cess and the method of collection are always being vaffed ande

Samples and charities.

it isa hopeless task to try and ascertain the net prices of produce disregard
Jimposts. . All I can say is that the Arvi market is supposed to absorb most, so
prices have to be higher to compensate for it. o s ol

B

chants believe, or pretend to believe, that it is
- the trade of their mart to have cotton quoted .
~ higher than that for which it is ‘




why the A:fi khandi is half a maund bigger

e news of “impost gets to the villages, and till the Kunbis
discount the price ; but the buyer thinks it dees him good on the
Jombay market to have high cotton prices quoted from his own special market

as if the Bombay cotton brokers had less sense than the Kunbi. these argu-
ments [ 8sed ta hear when the Hinganghat Municipality introduced a bye-law to
limit the amount that was to be taken from each cart as a free sample. o

- Icannot make any attempt to disentangle, from the cotton prices quoted,
~ the real price of cotton and the value of perquisites. 1 can say, however, that it
is not large and does not really vary very much frorg market to market or from
. year to year. A rough estimate is enough, and I would knock off about a rupee
~akhandi, from the prices quoted in the next chapter, for trade perquisites,
charities, etc.

27 While we are dealing with malpracticds | may be allowed to tell a story
N that went the rounds of the district a few years ago and
rascalities. o
may be familiar elsewhere. It seems that a new cotton
dealer came to one of the markgts with a brother. The brother used to go and
sit along the road by which the cotton carts came in and persuade the men to
bring their cotton to the firm's yard. When cotton was selling at--say Rs, zo a
khandi, he would offer Rs. 80 and the farmers, who had found out the price from
the neighbours they met coming away from market, followed him gladly enough.
When they got to the yard the bargain would be confirmed and the cotton pulled
off the cart and weighed. Then payment would be tendered at the price agreed
on, but in Company rupees of 1840. Of these rupees the Kunbiis desperately
suspicious, and the seller would naturally refuse to take them and demand the
newer coinage. The answer of course was ¥ I offered you Rs. 80 a khandi.
Here are your Rs. 80. If you want a different kind to what | offer you=~well you
can take Rs. 65”. After endless haggling the Kunbi would have to close with
the offer*rather than spend monecy and waste time in getting men to reload his
catt. The Teli, who told me the tale, vowed that he was cheated in that way
once and only once. The next time he brought his cotton to market he allowed
the brother to capture him again, went once more to the yard and was again
offered 80 Company rupees. This time he made no objection, pocketed the
money and drove away,-but was visited at the inn by the merchant's emissary
and offered 8o new rupees for the 80 old ones, which had been collected no
doubt by the firm at endless expense of time and trouble, and which could
hardly be replaced. This offer he refused and in the end the old rupees
necessary to work their swindle were bought back from him by the firm for
 double their face value,

CHAPTER V.—(a)~~METHODS OF AGRICULTURE AND CROPS PRODUCED,

28, lf I were to set myself to describe the crops or the methods and
ure of the agriculture of the Wardha District | should in the end find
Iehad only repeated what has already been written in paragraphs 9? to 101,

110 and 112 to 124 of the last Nagpur Settlement Report. It will be
,‘  to indicate the changes that are gradually being introduced, and these

The most notavre and satisfactory improvement in agricultural metl
ich 1 have to lay stress upon, is ;b:ogmerﬂ level ip that has

ac y levelling up 1 mean that the good farmers are all still farming in
: their fathers and grand-fathers pursued, but that the
 caste farmers like Gonds and Mabhars, are gra

to those of the best Kunbi cultivators. o




oticeable in the Wardha ahd Arvi tahsils, for in Hingar
;15&;:23 is much fower and a' great deal of the
place. 1

29. In the northern tahsils iummei'-ploughling i?dmgre ﬂasgidbodbliyl; and
3 g enera ractised and | could detail many villages
et o 5hére i l;z;et'a'emll ed that, before the famine of
1897, scarcely anybody ever thought of p{oug ing up their fields till the first
shower of rain hat{ fallen. " Here the ground is very hard, ” they used to say, and
used to idle about the villages most of the hot weather. At the
time of Rai Bahadur Purushottamdas’s Settlement we find it placed on record that
‘ploughing began in earnest at the * Tij” (about the middle of May) and that
until then plough-cattle were not put on corn at all. This is still the state of
affairs in the bulk of the Hinganghat tahsil, and there even when ploughing
does begin, it is rare to see the “magar” used. Hoeing with a “ bakhar” or
bullock-hoe is all the tilling that most fields get, and from the time cotton-
picking finishes at the end of January up to the break of the monsoon it*is
possible to gallop a pony across lots from village to village without troubling
about roads or paths. Eut as soon as one get$ over the border into the Wardha
tahsil this easy way of abbreviating marches is speedily stopped. After Holi
(middle of March), and even before then, the face of the country becomes
more and more broken up with fields that have been ploughed up with the
four-bullock “ nagar " till they are impassable to any horse and are covered
with great hard clods like unburnt bricks. These soon break up under the sun
and the wind and are then gone over with the bakhar as often as the farmer
can manage it. To this subject I shall return shortly when 1 discuss the
agricultural stock of the district.

L4

30. Weeding of 4harif is sgarcely alluded to in the last Settlement Reports
of Wardha, and from the Nagpur Settlement Report 1
a0 gather that two weedings of cotton were considered
sufficient. Nowadays juar gets two weedings but cotton is carefully weeded
three or even four times, and the exorbitant cost of weeding is one of the loudest
complaints of the rayat, and one of the main arguments on which he relies to
demonstrate the impossibility of expecting him to pay more rent than he is
already paying. Really carel)ul weeding of cotton is in many places quite a new
idea and Khan Bahadur Ghulam Mustafa of Arvi is fond of telling how, when
first he started farming 15 or 20 years ago, the Gonds and Mahars used to
come four 4os to weed his cotton fields for an anna a day. In those days «
August and September were anxious months for the labourer. Food was dear,
because juar sowing was going on, and work was scarce and hard to get.
Nowadays 2} or 3 annas a day is the least the cooly women will work for, and
they often get this much for little more than half a day's work. The difference =~
between a neglected cotton field and a field which has been carefully weededis too
striking to be missed by the most careless observer. P

Weeding.

31. Seed selection is (except in Hinganghat tahsil) now aimed at by all
W SRR except the smallest and poorest farmers. Malguzar:
: g and the bigger cultivators refuse to use the seed obtained
- from the gins and have the produce of the best picking of their best fields gi
~ by hand at home. It is becoming quite a business for dealers to buy yp

‘ungmned cotton from farmers with a little reputation (e. g., from the an,
‘Court of Wards) for a rupee or two above the general market price, toeget
seed ginned out by hand, and then to sell it to the farmers at prices
or three times as high as the careless cultivator pays for seed from the
- Anand Rao Meghe of Borgaon (close to Wardha town) ha%t quite
under the new uri cotton introduced by the Agricultural tmet
it in fields which are too heavy and low-lying to grow the mi
y

gﬂcmdﬁ.enm of buri m mp.ﬁ] increase.

"




by improve-
ments. ‘

Acres. ﬁl.
-~ 468 279 4,004 2,810
ol 486 336 9,663 4335 :
v - 412 1 671 4o2 &
. .
Total ... 1,366 736 15,238 7,537
-

«But besides these big improvements,—which include irrigation wells and more
or less permanent embankments on a considerable *scale—the northern tahsils are
full of tiny works, probably costing, nothing except in the tenant’s time and
‘trouble—that must in the aggregate add a lot to the productivenes® of the land.
I mean the one or two cart-loads ¢f boulders piled up to stop an incipient wash-
away, the kaccha earthen banks and excavations that regulate the drainage of
surface water, the little channels made to straighten the course ol tiny nalas, the
grubbing up of bushes and roots that cumber the fields and systematic cross-
glr:ughing to eradicate 4ans.

But in improvements great and small the Hinganghat tahsil is yet very
backward, and is therefore still a pleasanter place for the frequenter of short cuts
to camp in. In the northern tahsils it is a waste of time to try and save a detour
by cantering straight for the village one is aiming for. Sooner or later (and

generally sooner ) one is brougut up sharp by some nala, that has been artificially
~ straightened and deepened and carefully lined on both sides by a bank of big
. round bou?ders several feet in height, ori1s stopped by a similar bank of stcnes
built round the low end of a field to collect the soil and to prevent erosion. The
effect of such works is difficult to estimate when they are seen for the first time
after being in position for years and achieving a great part of what they were
. meant to do; but I can point to two instances in the homefarm of the Court of
 Wards at Agargaon. In 1905 the manager, whom I regard as a good farmer,
~ persuaded the Deputy”Commissioner to take up two big and costly works in two
- of the fields belonging to the estate, which were badly cat up—by water-courses’
1 was in charge and shook my head over ths very high cost—well over Rs. 1,000
for each, while the local people were rather inclined to smile. But when 1 visited
these fields at the time of attestation | could hardly believe my eyes. The water-
courses had almost gone, the inside of the stone walls we had built round the
ottom end was filled nearly up to the top with good soil, the bushes were goneand
whole fields were covered with flourishing crops.  Best of all the Kunbishad
ceased to smile, and agreed that the estate had already got most of its expenditure
ack in 5 years while the works would, with occasional patching, last indefinitely,

I observed with satisfaction that in spite of their pretended apprehensions of

' nts to be made at Settlement the work of embanking land, d§g in
waler-courses and generally imftoving their fields was being on

W attestation by the tenants of all but the idlest villages. B

t is a common-place to descant on the vast strides which cotton hs

bt made in recent years and the comparative unim
i R . since the cotton boom began,: of rabi cultivation.

Wi worthwhile to of;ay a

.»s‘,ettkm,en;‘itwgs,tmg"ht g
able of bearing wheat, spea 1




. following table shows the reltive importance of the four of the distr

! e . g / Bisig

Two main o | Twomain
i Wheat. Linseed. | 0 staples, Cotton. |4 Juar.
Per cent. Per cent, Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. Per cent.
g0 Years' Settlement 21 0 10 27 37 64
. . ‘
Last Settlement - 21 15 26 27 26 5
Now . " 6 17 43 33 76

.
The reason for this altefation in cropping is twofold. The first and most
important reason is the enormous rise in cottgn prices of late years, and the second
is that the years have lately been drier than they used to be and better suited to
kharif than to rabi. The old fashioned mopsoon lasting till near the end of
October and followed by heavy rains at Christmas was not favourable to cotton.
The young plants were apt to get waterlogged and the October and Christmas
*  rains spoilt the opening bolls, besides which the ground got swampy and impass-
able before much %karif could be sown and the cultivators had to wait till the rains
began to cease and then sow »abs. In light monsoons of late years tenants (except
in the wheat tract) sow all the cotton they can, putting in juar where the land
must have a rest from cotton, and go on sowing Akarif till a heavy fall of rain
stops all sowing. The rest of the land is left for »aé7 and as the heavy black soil
ets impassable soonest, this is the portion generally left for the wheat, which it

est suits.

Even the wheat tract is yearly contracting and all land, which is pgt obviously
too heavy, is put in the first instance under cotton. In a dry year a capital cro
is groduced ; but in most years the soil gets too full of water, the cotton dies o
and has to be ploughed in and replaced with wheat or linseed, and when the
Settlement Officer comes to the village the honest Kunbi emphatically argues
that he cannot grow cotton, and theret(;ore ought to escape enhancement. 18 5
argument will'be dealt with presently; but we should now consider the outturns
which may reasonably be looked for by the cultivator for each of the princiﬁ i
crops of the district, given fair soil, a fair year and fair farming. o

(4).~—OUTTURNS OF DIFFERENT CROPS.

34. The only crops of any real importance to the district are cotton, juar,
wheat and linseed ; and I do not propose to consider the outturns to be expected
from any others. To do so would be to encomber my report with statements
that are very difficult to check or criticise and at the same time can inspire little
confidence, ;

35. Far the most important crop in the district is cotton, and it is parti-
TN cularly difficult to get any very reliable information as t

4 the real outturn that can reasonably be looked for over

~ series of years. Crop experiments are peculiarly unreliable, because only the
picking is expected to be carried out by the experimenting officer and thgrest
left to the Revenue Inspector to make, and a day’s carelessness or forget
may cause an irresistible temptation to conceal the omission by more

i - deliberate fudging. S )

S

‘have, however, compiled a table (Appendix A) s
ber of earsmof Qﬁe area under Q:otg:n in the of
amption by mills and an estimate of the quantity of cotton
ould explain that since 1897, by which year m«"mm




‘export and import, or in the consumption of the three spinning and
factories. It is ol course true that a certain amount ‘of cotton is tempted

» come from Berar across the river to Arvi by the Arvi prices, and that
1ere is dome i by road to Hinganghat and Sindi from Yeotmal and
r, The imports to Hinganghat to the south-west of the Wardha
 appear, however, in Appendix A; the imports to Sindi are balanced H
 the cotton grown in the villages, on the eastern boundary -of Hinganghat whsil,
which belong to Nistane of Takalghat or the Deshpandes of Ashta (beth in
Nagpur District), and thence sent to the malguzars’ head-quarter villages for
disposal in the Nagpur District markets; and the imposts to Arvi are, balanced
by the cotton from the villages on the north-east boundary of the district that
goes to Katol or Kondhali in Nagpur. The Wardha river op the north and
west and the strip of rocky and jungly country that shuts in most of the east
of the district serve as suﬁ{cient obstacles to bring the vast bulk of the cotton

own in the district to the railway stations or factories of the district, and to
exclude from them any but a small guamity of cotton grown outside the district.
Little or no cotton is stored in the' district from one year to amother and it is
reasonable to suppose that the net export of cotton from the district, plus the
quantity used in the mills and locally utilised (but minus ascertained imports
by road) divided by the acreage under cotton in the district, does represent
with something near to accuracy the outturn of the district for each acre under
cotton. If this be granted the quantities of unginned cotton produced per acre
in the district have been as follows :— s

Ibs.
1897-98 oo 414
N 1898-99 351
1899-1900 237 (lamine).
., 1900-01 .ot 459
1901-02 492
1902-03 489
1903-04 396
1904-05 ~ w429 ‘
190%5-06 336
1906-07 ves 402
1907-08 273 (bad year).
1908-09 396
1909-10 E 315

6. The average outturn per acre under this calculation is then 384 lbs.
this we have certain results from the Court of Wards' cultivation in the
t (which will by next Settlement give a conclusive answer to the vexed
on of cotton-outturns) and the verbally collected opinions of cultivators to
ug The statistics are abstracted as follows :— i
(7) Estimated outturn per acre of the whole district 384 Ibs, an acre.
X (Appeadix A) average of last 13 years. ity

(#9) Nachangaon Estate (Court of Wards), 100405 ... 360 ,, ,
389




Wholesde pnce of produce per khandi.

Odd anmas less then 8 ln»‘onm:LOnr‘s annas counted as a rupee.

Un.inmdem I
khandi =20 maunds! mnt
of 18 seers or
720 lbs.

Rs.

"
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"Famme years are omitted in calculating averages except in the dul of
cotton, the price of which is little affected by drought.

: Cotton Rs. 65-12-0 per khandi
Wheat Rs. 1780,
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. Cart-bullocks are of course often pressgd into service for ploughing

- plough-bullocks are often used in carts, As to the enormously greater 1
of magars in Hinganghat all 1 can say is that they may be kept but can’
be used. I suppose that bcing necessary for what they are regarded as a*

~

or less ornanental part of a farm equipment. But these figures are, as. mal
imagined, not very trustwonhay and people are apt, when questioned, to inciude,’
_in their ploughs and carts, old worn out implements that are never used and to
forget newly purchased things. 1 give them for what they are worth.

46. We see then that the number of acres under crops compi;"éd as
: follows with the number of pairs of bullocks avai

B i iltivation, Pl :
i Rt at re-attestation and at Settlement ;—~

- (Number of cropped acres to each pair of bullocks.)
Acres, ‘ Acres.’
At last Settlement At re-attestation,




¥ he: g the Irehnw 1 collectec
information on t m} oubted increase, within
18 years, in the cost of cultivation, Since the outset of Settlement
ve continually been on the look-out td"cggect and supplement the
previously recorded, and as a means of so doing qnva‘briugm%m of the
aphs of the preliminary Settlement report, which dealt with the outgoings
ceipts of agriculture, was, by the Setilement Commissionefs orders, trans-
Jinto good plain Kunbi Marathi, and was printed and distributed to all persons
ere considered likely to be able to give a,sensible opinion on it, or who
ed to be furnished with copies. The figures thus circulated seem to have
cited a good deal of interest, an? [ had many subsequent applicagions for copies,
leaders among others who required some fgureu to guide them in esti-
g mesne profits.  This litthe pamphlet was discussed with a great many
ersans, and it is some satisfaction to recall that none of them took any exception
to the calculations of cultivating expenses, and the solitary objector to the acreage
outturns l“Sof cotton) found that he was talking of an acre of cotton-tu
mixed, and that his calculation of the outturn of an acre of pure cotton was within
13 Ibs. of mine. The native reverence for the printed worcr has of course some-

thing to say to this acceptation of my figures; but if they had been seriously
wmn% we may take it that they would have evoked some criticism, [do not
think I can do better than repeat with a little amplification the conclusions

Wmuﬂy submitted.
49." \",J may begin by repeating that the rayat's cultivating expenses do not

&

y means all consist of cash outlay. Ploughmen hired by the year, labour for
f , and bullocks purchased are paid for in cash. The keep of bullocks consists
‘fur and cotton-seed in the working season, with possibly a little mahua and
added, and juar stalks or ?rass all the yearround. For the salt the rayat must
y cash and, having probably sold his unginned, will ha ‘

o e o W B R

Thus the rise in t |
means nothing to the rayat.
same way the va/ue of the grain recéuired by the
“has risen ; but the rise has made no difference to hi
e now than at the time of 30 years' Settlement, so
lahourers are almost the same as they were 40
urushottamdas in 1892 found that the daily dole
‘had been unchanged for many many years, tho
rates he quoves arc in force to this day, al




+ The amount of these few items is comparatively
and has very much increased. ' B b
(il) Outgoings in kind.— Including all extra labour for ploughi

harvesting and watching crops, and also pulse and fod

~ bullocks, dues to village servants and gifts to servarits and ploy,
. men on hglidays. The money value of these items has much
Jincreased but as already suggested the cost to the cultivator
no more now than 4o years ago. : L

g It now remains to determine as nearly as possible the a:pouht of k;dsh;l
~outgoings. I take juar as wortheRs. 12 a khandi, the normal rate in the villages,
"!hﬂugh in a year of scarcity it fetches Rs. 18 of more. i

: ¢ 3
Ploughmen. —Engaged by the year are paid,partly in cash and partly in grain
B 5" varying proportions. Rai Bah:dur Punlx’shot't)am s found that the.’annnal“ *
., Wages o ag;oughman in 1861 were about Rs. 24 all told which had risen to
~ Rs. 36in 1892. 1 have taken the average of a large number of ploughmen’s
& mﬂ and find that the average pay of such a man is 6 kurus of juar a month
~ and Rs. 22 a year in cash which is equal to Rs. 65 a year, with juar at Rs, 12
~ a khandi. maxd in cash the wage is from Rs. 60 to Rs. 70 a year. The
bl Com of Wards pay Rs. 6 a month or Rs, 72 a year. A fair figure is Rs. 65, s

_}Wnds'ng.—'l‘he estimates of the last Settlement for weeding charges are—

"‘ Rs. a. p. Re. a. p. )
: .
~ Juar 1861 ...0 6 o anacre | 1892 .. o0 9 oanacre

' Cotton 186t ..013 6 " TV ISR S s T i

; At present | base m estimates on the figures given in para 895
inception report, m‘:.:z— il g 83!‘89!1 :

.“xl.’ b Jw S s “0 .0 ‘o'“‘m

Sy SCottos L S

T&: m fluctuates very much and is ont to be ¢iel)'l!"l'=d upon.
Bullocks.—1 have already stated that Rs. 120 W
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nontransferable) is the safer. o
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Ipetition rents are scarcely ever found except:in the payments of sub-
d tenants of sir, and the following table shows their pjtch in differes
the district. It must, of course, be remembered that the land sublet is of
and descriptions and that the rents vary very greatly from village to

the area held on annual leases is large enough to give an instruct
1 omit all land let for any reason “ without rent ” and also all land
in the produce (batai) :— . i

i

Sir let s aabl Sublet on tnmiul:;
1 torm lenses by tenants a

malik-makbuzas. T s
.} All-round acreage rate of
rents in the nmm Ry

Arca. |Acreage rate] Area. |Acreage rote

Rs, & p.
2 47

5,064

-

>

1,048

2,384 41 g

Bos2 | *11s'6] 7400¢

7994 ‘ R - su770

enormous prices of cotton'in the last two yearsha
: .and I am far from g.ayi:fthatt y could be K:'udl
t » s of years, | mmi them r




chapter ‘the land

nd 1 per cent on bdatai or sharing of the
‘ to be:tg:‘mom profitable, if the subletting ten:
: th'mﬂwbkt and can see that he géts a fair share, or if
kar with a grain-lending business, who can in case of dispute_debit
i his books with the difference between what he gets and what
ch:'fe him with interest thereupon. The bataidar agrees to give the
~ chief in Arvi tahsil half, and elsewhere one-third to one half, of
the crop minus seed and interest on seed and minus cost of ‘e
Now at the time the tenants, who wanted to sub-let in the A
~and Ashti groups of Arvi tahsil, were letting out their ‘fieldls for
~ year 1910-11 1t was genetally expected that Rs. 8o a khandi would be the price
~of cotton, and many dealers in Pulgaon lost money by selling short at t
_price. Now creps are fairly certain to be up to the average in a magnificent
tract like the Wardha valley, so a man who sub-let on bata: could fairly expect
on a ‘“plough” of land (about 16 acres) that the crop would be worth Rs. 449.
- Seed and interest would be about Rs. 6-8-0 and picking about Rs. 28 say Rs. 35,
Allow Rs. 4 for pilfering, and the bataidar might be expected to pay half—Rs. 449
minus Rs. 30-£Rs. 205 on 16 acres or nearly Rs. 13 an acre. If the tenant sub-let &
for cash he would lose if he got less than say Rs. 12 anacre. Theaverage cash
- subrents in the two groups were Rs. 8 an acre, and the difference is the margin
that the sub-lessee demanded in case of a bad crop or a bad price. As a matter
of fact, there was only about half a crop but the price was about 110 at selling
time, so such a sub-letting tenant would by éafai have got about Rs. 10-12-0an
acre. In the south of tEe district the bafaidar generally pays a third instead of
hll%ucept in the finest land, so bafei profits are smaller and cash sub-rents lower.

~ 56. It has been shown that rents remained practically stagnant from the
outset to the close of the period of the Settlement which has.
g just expired. Land surrendered by the tenant or other-
¢ acquired by the malguzar, and other Khudkasht fields not requirgd by the
- malguzar for his own cultivation have almost invariably been let on the rent
fi thgreu on at Settlement. A fine, premium or masarana has, of course,
- been levied by the malguzar to cover the difference between the Settlement {ﬁ
~and the value of the land. I give a table as the most succinct manner o i
~ showing the value of the land. It must be remembered that the table includes
all admitted nasaranas since Settlement (concealment of nasarana 1 do it
eve to be common) and thus represents an average of values both by
since the commencement of the cotton boom. The “ rent res

Nazarana,

', been now enhanced under the ordinary rules.

pouan | Bemew | P |G G




for preventing the falsification of old rents, and I may |
3 a few general remarks and a suggestion on the subject of
ore the last Settlement masarana on new leases was scarcely
was used only as a wasteful but more or less legitimate means of
ney by parting with future income, and it i1s at this practice
63;6)’ of the Tenancy Act is aimed. After the annourfcement of
it was soon observed by the malguzars of the district that it
et out abandoned fields at the same rent as had been fixed at
20t ; though this represented only a fraction of the rental value of the
~and to take a substantial premium to cover the difference, instead of letti
Wfor whatitwmlg fetch. By this means the next Settlement Of
vould be able to assess revised revenue only on a part of the full rental v
the land so let out, and would be deprived of a ready argument for
valuation of the malguzar's own home-farm. The method had an
in the eyes of a grasping malguzar with a money-lending bu
payment of a nasarama must weaken the tenant and may cor
part of the premium by a money bond or by a mortgage .
ings. On this bond such a malguzar will draw heavy intere
may be able to utilise it to dispossess the tenant eventually
lings as well as the land newly leased, which is then
lin for another heavy premium to a new victim,

have seen many of the deeds by which a tenant acquires,
in a new holding on the rent fixed at e,
ntain the stipulation that the annual rent agree
expiration of the current Settlement and that the
hatever rent may from time to time be fixed at s
the effect of such a contract is oal{ (
: - unexpi ion of the

WL i




ensuing Settlement he might have only 50 per cent
per cent to pay onthe enhancement. We should not then *hear n
~ gravely assert that premia are levied from altruistic motives to secure the t
i their holdings at a low rent and to protect them from the rapacity of the
ttlement. Rents would gradually settle down into some_relation to what the
~land can fairly pay for a term of years, and a half assets Settlement could be
vacn without a loss to the public revenuve. ,This suggestion I offer with great
iffidence and its weak points will doubtless be seen when it comes to be vexzn.)med

A-’ﬁv
0 CHAPTER.VII.—-HISTORY AND PAST REVENUE ADMINISTRATION.

7 59. The political history of the Nagpur country is briefly summarised in
Nagpur history and revenve, P2agraph 6 of Rai ,Bahadur Purushottamdas Settle--,“l ‘
' . " ment Report, and is given at length in Chapter 11 of the®
Nagpur report. It is needless for me to go further into the matter. The -
- character and development of revenue administration under the Marathas™
- and up to the time of the 30 years' Settlement can likewise be studied in para-
~° graphs 128, 131, 135, 138, 218 and 232 of the Nagpur Report and _more
- Dbriefly in paragraphs 44—47 of the last \eardha Report. e

. 60. The 30 years’ Settlement was carried out just :sfthe \}Gfardha :
; : District was being definitely separated from Nagpur, .
. ';a""”’"" Setlement:  ond the boundaries of theyold Wardha sub-division
extended and adjusted. The Settlements of the two districts were carricd out
- according to the old boundaries and roughly the north-eastern half of Aryi and
- the eastern part of Wardha and Hinganghat tahsils (corresponding to the
Girar, Keljbar, Kondhali and Ashti parganas) were dealt with by the Settles
nent Officer of Nagpur. The remainder of the district was settled by Sir
‘Charles Bernard and Mr. Rivett-Carnac and it is to this part only that the 30
years' Settlement report refers. The principles upon which the 30 yeass'
g‘t‘ﬂqment was made the methods of land valuation and their defects are
“described in paragraphs 334~—340 of the Nagpur Report and in paragraph 48 of
Rai Bahadur Purushottamdas report. It is needless for me to say m
than that the 30 years’ Settlement was begun in 1862 when the risei
owing to the American Civil War had already set in and when the
about to tap the district. It was apparently then supposed that the h
prices would only be temporary and it was not foreseen that the railway would
“be enough to maintain prices at a level little less than that of the war
- For this reason no attempt was made to raise the tenants' rents or the
ment revenue to correspond with the rise in the value of agricultural
considered that the land revenue of the district was already
and the Settlement was undertaken for administrative reasons
dence of rent and revenue. This is why the 30 years' Set
with every body concerned, el

st Se

o
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s up to the end of the term of Settlement.

2. The Settlement of 189204 was the first attempt to raise rents and
- on the ground of the rise invvalue of produce. ¢Rai Bahadur i
s las considered it safe to assume a rise of 150 per cent in the general

f produce.  This rise had been accompanied of course by a rise in the cost
living and in cultivating expenses, and rents had risen during the term of the'
30 years' Settlement by 36 per cent. After considering all the circumstances
boa Settlement Officer raised the existing rents by 15 per cent all round. The
~ ll-round acreage rate at the 4o years' Settlement was Re. 0-10-7,
e ﬂ”_hadmento Re. 0-13<1 during Settlement and was raised to Re. o-15-0
ai Babadur Purushottamdas. Thus a rise of 150 per cent in prices brougl
ly a rise of 40 per cent in rents between the outset of the 30 years' Settles
mgnt and the announcement of that just expired, In the different tahsils the
rental enhancements effected by Rai Bahadur Purushottamdas were as
) —

;:
.g. Rs. Rs k. Rs, Rs. cont, Rs. Re. | cont. Ra, Rs. cont. Rs,
BBl 10,068 13604 | 20 | anr6e Lae| 2ofionsas |issato | os | romee | dusm | ¢ 213,097
. 37900 19,907 3 1 19 2 | 26,872 | 76,014 | w0 JoR0,058 |
o TG IR Jlded | Bl s
- Thus in the Hinganghat tahsi—now at any rate the least prosperous part
- of the district—the proportional enhancement was hifheu, apparently because
ou '

of the regular wheat land was in this tahsil to be found. o A
. The pitch of rents as found by the last Settlement Officer in

mple groups and as left by him are indicated in the following table; but
| be remembered that the acreage rates in the columns headed “from” are
verages and the rates in the columns “to " are the standards which were
Hor guidance in fixing actual %ents and valuation of home-farm. The

Botinecis ‘thous standgeds and the reats sventslly Gxed kg8

ent VI appended to the final report of last Settlement and need r




Total pure malguzari assets
Gross malik-makbuza jamas o 51,076

Tafing then a littlesover 58 per cent of malguzari assets (Rs. 6,19,143)

~and 874 per cent of malik-maibuza jamas (Rs. 44,692) as the Government

share in the joint concern the kamil-jama (or revenue apart from revenue

‘assignments) of the district was fixed at Rs. 663,835 being 59} per cent of the

- total gross assets. The' figure levied at the 30 years' Settlement on the district

~ as now existing had been Rs. 5,22,089 being 79 per cent of the assets as then
ascertained, . .

' ’ g s
: : 65. The revenue history of the district is fitly
:.3"&2’.‘.‘:2. o i e completed by an abstract showing the results of the
,g:m.'-"“"““ just com-  reyision of Settlement now under report. o

The assets as revised on the principles now to be explained and as finally
llncponed by the Hon'ble the Chief Commissioner are as follows :— 3

¥ Rs. ‘
~ Payments of rayats ‘o 10,06,606 ! "' i
e Valuation of home-farm and land held by privileged 7 g
i tenants o 3,40,291 g

- ' Siwai income v 48,341
‘r

i Total pure malguzari assets ... 13,95,238
Grass malik-makbuza jamas ... 78,267

.« Of pure malguzari assets a fraction of 55 per cent (Rs. 7,71,250) and o
- malik-makbuza jamas 87 per cent (Rs. 68,210) was claimed as the Government
~ share, and the kamil-jama of the district, which I found at Rs. 6,64, a
iuﬂ by Rs. 1,74,561 or 26 per cent to Rs. 8,39,460 (+ Rs. 1,206).

‘CHAPTER VIII.—PRINCIPLES OF Ra-safrrmmm{

~ 66. The soil unit system peculiar to the Central Provinces was of
i et invented by Sir B. Fuller when the revision of
g years' Settlement in the various districts w
d was elaborated bgdthe different Settlement officers of the
ements, Of these Settlement Officers Rai Bahadur P
was one. The system has now outlived the prejudice of those to wi
infamiliar and the enthusiasm of its early exponents, is not
:dh:fcnﬂ‘_‘it or to discuss how far the advantages set forth in p
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r or G”ﬂfm‘h' being the inner zone close about the village ;gte. &
patti, or middle zone a moderate distance from the village site.
Stw patti or distant zone. ¥ :

The Har patti was then taken as the normal and, for it the gross number of
soil units (obtained by multiplicatidn of soil areas by soil factors) was *used as it
stood for calculation of deduced rents. For the Khar o1 Gaom patii the gross

~ number of soil units was raised and for the Sw patti lowered by @ fixed percentage,

~ and the nef soil units so obtained were used as the basis of the deduced rent

- This idea of asliding scale for rents according to accessibility of ficlds from
- their homes was dit%cult to explain to the rayats; but once understood was
- " regeived with something as near enthusiasm as cau be expected for any device
- connected with re-settlement. : B B

: 68. The proper percentage of addition or deduction for the Ahar and
|4 Efiects of zone system on O1W pattis, respectively, was a little dilﬁqult to determine.
i, dudaced rent. It is generally agreed among the cultivators w.‘hom,&
- consulted that the advantages of the K);wr patti and the disadvantages of siw patti
are much less in 7ab: than in kharif land, which is why the practice in the north=

‘ern districts is so often reversed and the outlying fields reserved for wheat
‘while the nearest fields go under cotton. : '

The principal advantages of a handy field are that it is easily .mangred,g
easily watched at night to prevent thefts and damage by animals, it.ie quickly
reac by ploughmen or weeding and picking women, and their ! ork 18
easily supervised. But manuring, as locally understood, is of mach less nﬂ‘ortm,!

i
)

for 7abi than kharif crops. Cotton and juar are at night often stolen by @
prizing Mahars and freely visited by pigs, while stealing from a field of standd
wheat is readily detected. There are hardly any Sambhar, Chital or Nilgai
m.g‘:ge wheat fields at night. Pigs do not trouble wheat much and
only feed by daylight.” So night watching is of less importance for »a
As to accessibility for labourers the case is the same. There 1s no weedin
7abi and women are not employed in the wheat fields till harvest. Thus -
distant cotton field * where the women take two hours to come and want to
sme two hours before dusk’’ ‘as the Kunbi says) suffers more than the equally di
~ tant rabi field by comparison with the fields close to the basti. A :3 gﬂ' :
dition for #har and deduction for siw patti was accordingly adopted for
ﬁff& ardba tahsils where 7abi is insignificant. Indecd some Malguzars of
tal to think that 33 per cent would not be too high. But in H
g en in the western rabi is still important and 1 found that
Itivators, who were really trying to help and not to hinder, put the de
at one-sixth 10 one-fifth or (as they say) “ a field worth Rs.
village will be worth Rs. 1-8-0if you pick up and put it down
boundary and only Rs. 1-4-0 if put down right on the bou
ourse vary, but after much consultation I concluded that
the Hinganghat tahsil 20 per cent was about
and subtract for siw.




‘Morand 1 Sadharan (factor 32), in a village where
~ 1°00, would be valuéd as follows :— S
Gl Accordinito the zone in which it fell—

 Gaon patt.

Rs,

Wardha and Arvi ... ¥ 50
Hinganghat e > 4 : . 48

70. The s¥b-division between wheat land and mutafarikat land was
' Abndosment of distinction  the Weak point in the soil classification of the last Se
betwoen wheat land and land ment. At that time wheat was nearly as paying a crop
¢ A alnor. omps. to grow as cotton (vide paragraph 52 above) and abc
equal to juar, lufwitk prices as they now are cotton is 30 of 40 per cent. gore
rofitable than wheat. The area under wheat is litle more ‘than
- half what it was at Settlement, while the area under cotton has rsen by two-
thirds. It is manifestly absurd to judge the value of land by its ca_pab’lhtm
grow wheat, when wheat is a less profitable and a less popular CI‘Of_ th
cotton. It is only in the extreme south-east of the district that a culti
looking for land troubles his head whether it will grow wheat or not. ,
ordinary tenant judges the value of a field by its power te grow cotton. Wheat
L%hd and mutafaritat land are alike placed under cotton and juar; and, although -
[low-lying level wheat field has the advantage that its slower drainage makes 1t
%‘ter able to retain soluble organic matter, this advantage is in the case of
- &harif crops neutralized (except in years of drought) by its excess of moisture,
. Jﬁart)‘ crops are now more paying than 7abi and In ordinary years do best in
- soils which is loose in texture and fairly well drained. In fact, wheat Jand and
- mutafurikat land are to the ordinary cultivator practically of the same value,
for the &harif crops on the one arc just as good as on the other. This proposi
tion is borne out by the crops of cotton and juar produced by the fields of the
Nachangaon Estate of which records for several years have been preserved
- It was found impossible to reduce these to a table which could be understood at
glance, but the result of the recorded crops and of enquiries in the fields
‘d#ﬁhtors is that the bulk of the * mutafarikat” land of the district is
ual in productiveness to ‘‘ pathar.” wheatland. In fact a great deal
Qﬂ‘clasaed at Settlement as ' mutafarikat ¥ does as a matm"of.‘ ’t'
ecernt crops of wheat when its turn comes in a suitable year, and if it will
produce a paying crop of ‘wheat the reason is generally clear. Khar
wheat is rare or non-existent (only 191 acres was so classed at last «Settle
f soil of superior classes will not grow wheat it is simplz because
pmq and quickly drained, in' other words too ‘‘pathar” to
puzzling fields so common in the northera districts, which
ould grow wheat, bul as a matter of fact will not, because of

vator

il or some other obscure defect known only to the ct
ct not to be found. It was therefore decided to al
cation between wheat land and mutafarikat land,
n and soil only, cxcept in the

e




f the cold of 1907 1 was pos
crr mﬁﬁm&; ‘toﬁm ‘haistﬂct',:wheréflgg“ prev
ioned for 8 morths in 1go4-05, to read up
trict, familiarize myself with locﬂoniiﬁom angp' gen
fort rf?l"t}m‘wnrlgof“Sétﬂement. I was also to write an Incept
for the wdm:te;ng "it was i:::;ded thdat I should at the same ti%x;v
ction then being carried on under the supervisicn of Jawahir Singh,
.SUpmntendeqt. Unfortunately 19':;7-08‘!:4-c a yearJ of scarcity
ipon actual famine, and | was kept busy attending to rental sushensions
he like, besides being employed in looking after the Court of Wards and
other district work. The result was that the direction of map Rorrection had
to go to the wall. I was only able to spare a fortnight on inspecting map
correction exclusively, and left thus to himself Jawahir Singh proved a failure
?"-'“v”““d- The Patwaris were pot properly instructed and some maps of
, s excellently surveyed at last Settlement were spoilt. Maplgprrection had
to be overhauled again when attestation began and the time and money  speft
M 1507-08 was practically wasted. In the end | made up small parties of
patwaris and kept them at work checking the maps ahead of the attesting
gﬁts. The labour and expense of an entirely new survey, which was necessaty
ore Rai Bahadur Purushottamdas Settlement could be taken in hand, and
he'{pregaration of new records were, of course, saved us because the maps and
Papers had been kept up and annual'y revised during the course of Settlement.

.78. One is struck at every turn by the easy character of the ogcﬂti()ﬂi
o ion on the compara- JUSt cOmpleted in comparison to the laborious task  which
‘”ﬁmﬂétg:noﬂhe st and faced Rai Bahadur Purushottamdas. He had to pick
e up threads, which had been dropped from the announce-
ent of the thirty years’ Settlement till the district was resurveyed and rqepfdl;

ade forhis resettlement ; while I had only to see thatthe village maps ant

annually revised in the natural course of affairs, were thoroughly over

d and where necessary corrected My predccessor had to make a fresh
ssification by soil and position of all the land i the district, while 1 found my
ready classed and had enly to see that possible errors we e watched for and
right. The same guide was available for positions, excep’ that Mutafarihkat

1 had to be sorted into position classes and * Saman” written where necessary
Lawan and Sadharan. 1 was thus spared much of the difficulty in secur-
niformity in classing, to which Rai Bahadur Purushottamdas alludes in
raph 63 of his report, and 1 was perpetually amazed at the speed with

rk of last Settlement had been completed, and at the comparative

our. own progress. Rai Bahadur Purushottamdas never had more
ssistants and 32 Additional Revenue Inspectors and began his Se
ns, which were closed on 31st October 1895, 4 May 1591 just
mplete. | began with two trained Assistants and one under train

1908, and had in the first year 29 Additional Revenue Inspec-
second year of the Settlement | had three trained Assistants wi
g, and in the third year four. In these two years | had 42 Add
rs, The numbers and areas of villages attested each




s go by be detected in the papers of the Settlement just cc
s for me to enlarge upon how the A

Inspestors were -divideggup into partjes ea

e Assistant Settlement Officer, how they were s
by soils and positions every field of each village and to record in the KM ‘
~crops grown, rents paid and persons in possession, how the party officers helped
‘them along the path of accuracy by means of the rein of explanation and the
whip of hard words, or how the process of attestation was concluded by a M
 visit offinspection on mY part to see that the party officer was proceeding on the
same lines as other parties and that in his classification of sox.ls, zones ’Jﬁ
tenants he was attaching to words and tokens the same meaning as myseil

74 1t is needles

‘Processes of Att&iatiou.

These procecdings have been repeatedly described and no new features were
introduced in the Settlement under report. The overhauling of ]arpabandiS
brought to light the usual innumerable persons, with claims to land _dating from
the time of Raja Vikramajit, who had lon§ lost possession of their landsv and e
looked to the Settlement Officer as to a free Civil Judge empowered, &
without costs and without evidence, to restore their names to the list of tenants
and thus to recreate mysteriously their rights in the Iost acres and to discomfit
the present possessor. ~With such all that could be done was to listen paheftﬂ y
to their grievances and explain that their claims were “ dead of hunger”
as the Kunbi says. T

- 75. The groups into which the district had been divided at last Settlement
Changes in methods of Were for the purposes of the present Settlement.
attestation. maintained, except that in the Hinganghat 'tahsﬂ the
amalgamation of two groups into one was in two cases found possible. The
district is (as already noted) divided into three distinct tracts and within each
tract the villages are sufficient] homogenous to make the exact limits of groups
‘a matter of comparatively smal{importance. I should have perhapsemade a few
changes if I had been splitting up the district myself for the first time; but it
was considered important to be able readily to compare the statistics and circum=
stances of each group now with what they had been at Settlement. ;

. The simplification of land classing caused by reducing the number of

- tions from 7 to 4 and by omitting the distinction between wheat and M

. farikat land, together with the complications introduced with the zon

- and the ideal of a separate rent for each separate field, made i _possib
~ mecessary to simplify work in office in the rains by introducing during

- season some radical changes in the fard samin, wgich enabled us to aboli
ﬁ'f‘?"ll_i:ermediate chitha and khationi stage between fard saemin and

abstract. i i

[

~ 96. In recent ‘.%ttlements it had been customary to obtain the
_ Changes in system of re- the Government of India to the inception
i e ~ proceedings in a very brief report

~circumstances of a district had so much changed for the
Itivation or better prices, that the rents of the tenants and
ietors could be raised (without injurious effects on’
o make it worth while to incur the cost;hoif;m.set‘tl.emgﬁt,,




ed for sanction. The intermediate
: shaw the relative value of land of different soil |
« the fixation of unit.rates (or the acreage valuation of va
e distribution of assets between the malguzars and Government
‘ out under the orders of the Settlement Commissioner and’the Local
‘&muimmon upon the factor report, group rent-ratereports and group meﬁ‘t
ment reports which I submitted from time to time. 4 o

~78. Butthe manner,in which the re- settlement of the district has no
R I Y been made, is in the main the same as that in which the
~main unchanged. operations of the last Settlements o& both Nagpur and
Wardha were conducted. The changes in  procedure are dévalopments rather
than radical or far-reaching alterations in system, and little has really been
K d. Such alterations in method as have been made | now proceed 'to
-mapmlate. They are :— e
(@) The introduction of the Zone System, or sliding seale of lnnd vnlm

tion based on accessibility.

(&) The fixation of a separate rent on every field instead of on evary
separate holding.

(¢) The simplification of land classing by the reduction of pouiﬁon
classes from 7 to 4 and by the abandonment of the distinction
between *“ wheat land " and * mutafarikat " land suitable only ﬁf
minor crops.

(d) Changes in the procedure in submitting reports for the Govemmeat of
India, by the elaboration of the Preliminary or Inception report and
the deferment of the Tahsil report till the complenon of m-ml;fj
ment.

7 (l Some changes in the procedure in office calculation, really very mﬁim
: and technical and alluded to on(;‘ in the hope of making w
clear to the next Settlement Officer.

76. The first step in any method of land valuati
: is to classify the lands to be valued according to pr
- For tb:s purpote the fields were classed according :—

'(ﬁ' td&ar fumm, that is to say practically 10 the ﬂatneu or: :
“wtsa of tbeu- mtfaces ; _

hn heenq}read earefull explained and Hmvc.'
L tcluus ﬂmmm are




. ‘s\

' Morapd.~Diflers fromi Kali i being composed of latger particles, which

stick together so closely. Its clods are not so hiard and, when melted, e

ot turn into fine muda It does not crack so much as Kali. It generally contains. ntain

~ limestone grit (chunkunkri.) 5 5 ot

ey Morand awal.—Is black or nearly black in colour and contains myich less

~limestone grit than Morand doyam. e R
. Moravd doyam.—1s as a rule of a much lighter colour thati Morand awal, and
tesembles Khardi, except that it is deeper. : A
. Khardi—Is a poor kind of Morand, which is seldom more thana span deep.
It is oftemanuch mixed with sand, when it is of a greyish colour. o

Retari—1s yellowish soil contaihing mtch sand. Whena good quality
it is very well suited for rice. '

Bardi.—1s very poor reddish-coloured soil of very little depth, and much
mixed with stones. It generally grows kodon, kutki and ¢/l but juur 1s some-
times sown o it.

 Kachhar—~1s good land, situated on the banks or below the banks of a
river or stream and overflowed during the rains. It can produce wheat as el
as bhata and other vegetables. Only good land was recorded as Kachhar.
Poor land situated on the banks or below the hanks of a river or stream was

recorded as Retari.

~ Bo. In addition to the soil class one or other of the following particulars
were also recorded, against each block of homogeneous land, under the name
of the position ciass.

- Saman or level—Used for fields that are really flat and capable of
dbsorbing all or nearly all the rain falling upon them.

- Pathar or sloping.—Used for fields sufficiently highlying or sufficiently
sloping to cause them to be quickly drained and less retentive of moisture than
could be desired.

_ Sadharan or ordinary.—Used for fields that were not level enough to be
classed as Saman, but too flat to be called Pathar. This class comprises the
bulk of the land in the district.

Wahuri or channelled —Used for land subject to erosion or other damage
by the flow of water over it. L
Besides these positions it was necessary to distinguish as Khari the
fields immediately round the village site which are automatically manured either
%v the drainage of the village or Ey the people using them for their evacuations.
- There are one or two deserted village sites, which had been ploughed up and
were similarly classed as Ahari. Irrigation is quite unimportant in the district
and is practically confined to garden land. Irrigated wheat is found in the
‘Karanja group of Arvi tahsil, but seldom or never except in land which is
‘generally used for garden crops. Garden land, which is found near Arvi paying
- enormous rents (Rs. 10 and Rs. 15 anacre) was separately classed as Khart or not
 Khar and as irrigated (abpashs) or unirrigated (barani.) s
~ The above enumeration exhausts the nomenclature of land ela:
i Table 111 of the District Assessment Statement shows the area in each,
which was found to fall in each class and position, The classification
in shown in the Tahsil Assessment R
soil, and
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it will be noticed that Kachhar (which is always flat and by riversides)
‘besides Retari and Bardi (which are too poor to be minutely ivided) ar

mm Pmiﬁm class either at last Settlement or now, except h.ﬂ!"» ,
 garden land. Thé only changes of any extent which have now been m
- inthe valuation of Wahuri (damaged by water) land, and all classes of Mofand II

82. "Besides these soils and positions there were at Settlement two extra
positicns,—Khari and Ran. The word Khari has been
already ' explained, and for fields in this position at
last Séettlement the valuation was in the first three classes of soil (Kalz 1, Kali 11
and Morand 1) raised by 75 per cent and in other soils doubled. In the Settle-
ment jugt concluded the, valuation for Khazi fields was raised by a less propor-
tion because they already fell into .the “ Goan patti ¥ and their valuation was
already raised under the zone system. So Khartland of the lower soil classes
had its valuation raised by 75 per cent, while the three better classes were
raised by half. Fields classed as Ran were supposed to be liable to extra
damage by wild beasts, and their valuation was accordingly reduced from

20 to 40 per cent according to the amount of damage. In the last 15 years the
famines and the extension of cultivation have practically killed off the larger
jungle animals=— Sambhar, Nilgai and Chital—and the Pig and Antelope which
remain range over the whole village, as long as the Khari/ crops are standi

in the fields, and do not confine their damage to any particular part of the
village. The extra liability of distant fields to the visitations of beasts was
considered to be covered by the zone deduction (20 to 25 per cent) applied

to all land in the Siw paiti, and the class of Ran land was abandoned. The
Lawan and Bandhan or irrigated classes were little used at last Settlement,

It is a positive disadvantage in cotton growing for a field to be lowlying and

to collect surface water. The second class (Bandhan, &e.,) being very rare,
and the first no longer advantageous, both were abandoned, and their place
taken by new Saman (or level) position class. Everybody acknowledges
and attempts to secure by embankment the advantage of flatness in a field.

Extra factors,

83. The scale set forth in paragraph 81 above was used at last Settlement
Aberations during last Sewtte. 107 the bulk of Hinganghat tahsil, but in the Wardha
ment of the factor scale atfirst  tahsil a few alterations were made. The Bardi
e . factor was reduced from 5 to 4 (the factor employed by
me) and the factors of Morand I Mutafarikal and Morand 11 Mutafarikat were
cut down from 24 and 16 to 20 and 12, respectively. But as the attestation of the
Arvitahsil (where »abi is so little grown) proceeded Rai Bahadur Purushottamdas
became more and more doubtful of the correctness of the distinction between whea
land and cotton land, and in the end the factors of the Mutafarikat class were
raised nearer to the wheat factors as follows :~= i

Kali 11 Mutafarikat from 28 to 32

Morand | i » 20 to 28
Morand 11 »: » 1210 20
Khardi o o

i This raising of the valuation of minor crop land nearer to the
- valuation had been made in the northern part of the Nagpur Distric
- was the first step to the abandonment of the distinction between wheat and
84, Itis needless to discuss at length exactly why ﬂmﬁd

ob ot factors uwow. Class and rositnoqgwer‘e, maiotained or alt
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under each soil and position shown in Table 111
~ Assessment Statement were multiplied by the
~ *  foreach class and position of la ud%?
itions and deductions appropriate to the Gaon patri and Siw
n made for the land that falls into these two zones, we have the net
il units for each field and for each holding, village, group or lacger at
fields. The total present rental payments of each class of tenantsin a villag
or aggregate of villages (being redyced to annas, and divided by the number of
”ﬂmltsconumed in the land of ‘each class of tenants) then gives'in annas
and decimals the average rent per soil unit paid (previous to revision) by the
tenants of each class. This is the wumi? incidence of rent. The®unit incidences
- of a group being considered with the other circumstances of the group and with
ﬁ"’ all-round enhancement, which on general considerations of prices and
~ cultivating ftcﬁts has been decided to be fair for the whole district, can then be
~ raised by whatever percentage be thought advisable, and the group unit inci-
- dence, plus the addition made for enhancement, is the standard unit-rate of the
. After dealing with the rent-rate report of a group and fixing the group
- standard unit-rate, the Settlement Officer can then proceed to look at the
mcidence and other particulars laid before him in the statistics of each village,
~ and can decide upon a unit-rate higher or lower than the standard which is
Suitable to each village, and his standard group unit-rate and individual unit-rates
for villages will after approval by the Settlement Commissioner and Financial
' ssioner be communicated to the Settlement Officer for application.
86. But rents run very uneven from holding to holding, from village to
village and from group to group, and a table showing the rnnq.e of incidences in
each tahsil has ieen submitted with the tahsil reports. The following table

; shows the range of incidences, the average all-round incidence and the standard
Witm for each group in the district :— iz
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~ 87.  The number of soil units in a field or a holding multiplied by the village
Reductions of rent and en-  UNit-rate gives in annas the * deduced rent ” of the parcel
bancementsabove deduced rent.  of Jand, or the rent which it should, oh pure statis-
tics, be able to pay. But the figures given in paragraphs 54—56 above are
an attempt to show that the deguced rents are in Wardha only a fraction
of what the land could really pay, if anything like market rates
were fixed for revision of rental payments, It is common to find an
existing rent higher than the deduced rent of a holding and, if the excess is small,
there i1s no reason to reduce the existing rent to accord with the deduced
“rent. If the present rent be found to be more than about twice the deduced
rent it has to be considered whether reduction is not necessary, Possibly, of
course, the allotment of soil, position or zone may be wrong by a mistake either

~in the field or in office, or the classer may have purposely underclassed the land
either by fear or favour, 1f, therefore, a rent much higher than the deduced rent
is found in a prosperous man's holding, and if the rent has been regularly paid
without difficulty, there is no need to reduce. The case for maint:
such a high rent is of course stronger if a still higher sub-rent is regularly re
~or if the tenant have recently paid a nazarana to acquire the field subject to
~ rent. It will only be necessary to reduce a rent higher than the deduced re
the poverty of the tenant or the existence of persistent arrears indicate that

rent is too high to be paid for a term of years. it was generally consid
needless to reduce rack-rents below about twice the deduced rent. Again,
common to find land sublet for a sum that may be frem ten times (or even
~ to twice the deduced rent. If the sub-rent be many times the deduced re
pen to suspicion that the land is intentionally or accidentally
it possesses some advantage that is not brought out by «
sification. . Sub-rents are, of course, rack-rents, competition
its, or whatever one may choose to call them ; and are’




! tahsil attestation was going on in ear 1910-11 when cotton prices
1o an extraordinary pitch and speculati gmml‘lemhdnmm
: hndmguhrg sub-let for large sub-rents was permitted to have
the ﬁhmead to a third of the sub-rents, or to a unit incidence of 160
g §va per acre* of morand 1 Sadharan), whichever should be least, provided
hat over a third of the sub-rent might be 1aken so long as an existing rent was
not enhanced by more than 33 per cent. This permission, granted unde: Article
216 of the Central Provinces Settlement Code, was used only in the case of rich
corporations (such as temples) or of rich persons, who are often money-lenders
‘that have obtained land by foreclosure after ruining the.original tenants, and are
~noth but middlemen between the sub-tenant and the malguzar. It is sad to see
~ a holding, that once belonged to a kunbi cultivator and has been foreclosed to
~ pay some debt of a few hundred rupees, swollen by exorbitant interest,
- now fallen into the hands of a usurer who sub-lets it annually for a sum nearly
- equal to the principal amount of the loan leading to foreclosure. Such usurers
have little claim to hold their land at less than the fair market valae, and our
- deduced rents are now seldom as much as half the real economic value of the
- land year in and year out. It is these enhancements above the deduced rents
which gave rise to nearly all the appeals against rent at enhancements, but these
appeals will be alluded to later.

i 85. I have said time after time that our deduced rents—taking them all
g i iy g ::'g round are but a fraction of economic rents, and it would
grant of margins. therefore seem absurd on first sight to fix on any holding
a rent less than the deduced rent. It is however common to find that the
deduced rent is twice or more than twice the existing rent. Sometimes of
~course the existing rent is a mere peppercorn—originally fixed perhaps when the
- land was jungle waiting to be reclaimed, or when the tenant had some claim on
- the landlord and was allowed to hold the land at a favoured rate. Peppercorn
_ rents are often very old, and may have escaped enhancement at last Settlementto
~ areasonable sum, either because much of the land was then waste, or because Rai
- Bahadur Purushottamdas shrank from doing more than double or treble the rent
and even doubling and trebling left the payment very light. Sometimes an
existing rent far lower than the deduced rent may show that the land has been
overclassed or that the village unit-rate is too high. Now rents in this district
~ are so uneven and so far below an economic rent, that the local culiivator is
- beginning to regard them as having no real relation to the value of the land. He
1S apt to judge an enhancement, not by the quality of the holding of which the rent
~ is enhanced, but by the difference between the oﬂi and the new rent and wil! often
the enhancement harsh when a rent of Rs. 10 is raised to Rs. 20, although
* deduced rent may be Rs 30 and the sub-rent Rs. 60. He looks in fact at
little besides the proportionate increase per saltum in the rent, and—except in the
- of really wealthy men or of obvious peppercorn payment-—disapproves m
ngly of rents being enhanced by more than half (if small in amount) or by at
e amount be considerable, To raise a rent of Rs. 15 to more than about Rs. 21
regarded as hard, though, the deduced rent be Rs. 25, and there would
certain amount of shock to sentiment if an ordinary cultivator’s rent were
ed from Rs. 100 to more than about Rs. 140, though the deduced rent might
s.e160 or Rs, 170. The difference between the deduced rent and the rent
fixed is called a “margin.” Margins are in fact either a confession of
the deduced rent or a mere concession to sentiment, but are a ne
fixation. Where no margin is to be given it would be necessary
unit-rate not only to consider the all-round incidence of
idence of the low payments and whether the payers
their land. The result would in most viﬁ:geo be a very
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