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Inon to upply by adoption the want of children, every great estate 
mu t in a short time be divided into a numb r of .. mall ones. A 
widely extended divi ion of property i th point to which things 
are of themselves hasteninO', and to which they must finally arrive, 
·unle ob tructed by violent reO'ulation . uperior indu try, several 
successions concentrating in one person, or other cau e , may 1seep 
up a few large estates, but uch instances will be rar , and will uear 
no com pari on to tho e of the mall one which will be continu­
al ly formed by the operation of unre trained tran fer, and of divi ion 

,among all the ons of every uccceding 17eneration. Small e. tate 
may, therefore, be con idered a the arrangement of nature. To 
t hink of dividing Canara into O'reat e tates would only be attempting 
to carry it backward a century or two, and forcinO' it from that 
state to which it mll , t agai, inevitably return. The effect of the 
1:3 naal system on the provine of the Coromandel 'oa t and prob­
ably ill Bellgal itself will be no mol' than, after a long cour e of 
time, to mak the condition of the O'reat body of the inhabitant that 
which those of ('anara now i . 

19. With re pect to the e. pediency of havinO' 0'1' at ubstantial 
hmdholdcrs who may be 1'C pon ible to Government for the revenue, 
t here seems to be no i'eason to conjecture that it might not be collect­
ed with equal ea e and reO'ularity from small proprietors. A tyranni­
cal government Ita drained the re ources of this country and 
I ft the inhabitants less able than they formerly were to cultivate 
their land ; but the same evil would have taken place, and in a 
much gr at l' degree, had the land been divid d among great owners 
of e tate. of from five to tcn thousand pagoda each, b can e it 
would have been much easier to have impoveri hed the country by 
extorting an exorbitant assc smcnt from a few who pos e d aU 
it· wealth than it would have been had it been divided among a 
number of mall proprietors. Though there can be no very rich 
owner where e. tates are mall, yet the aggregate produce of the 
land may bc, and probably always i , greater than when the whole 
b long to a few principal landholders, and Government have, there­
for , a gr at r fund for the ecurity of the revenue. It may be 
·aid that there rnn t be a certain limit beyond which e tates cannot 
be· sllbdi\' iJ d ~thout 1 aving so little urplus as r nt as to be 
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insufficient for th subsi lence of the landlord, and that he would 
then be forced to withhold a part of the public revenue in order 
to make up the difference. Should such a case ever happen, the 
remedy miO'ht alway be found in selling the e tate. The very 
existence of the ca e, however, upposes a fulne of population not 
like!y to be soon experienced, and which, ifit were, it wo_uld compen­
sate in a thousand ways for such accidents. The divi ion of lands 
in Canara, however it may have affected individuals, docs !lot seem 
ever to have injured the public revenue. Though it has, no doubt, 
sometime reduced the descendants of independent landlord to the 

, rank of tenants and even of labourers, it has most likely, byem­
ploying more labour, increased the gross produce of the soil. 
It has not disabled the owners from providing for every expense 
which the be t cultivation requires. It ba diminished their pro­
perty, but it has aloin the same proportion niminished the land 
Lheyare to cultivate with that property, and by confining their 
per ona1 management to a narrower space it ha rendered it more 
. efficacious. The wealth accumulated in the hanns of great pro­
prietor' may be supposed to enable them to undertak e extensive 
improvements, and to carryon agriculture with a pirit beyond the 
power of petty landholder ; but. even allowing, what may well 'be, 
doubted, that the wealth of a great landholder is greater than the 
aggregate wealth of a number of small proprietors whose e tates 
together are P.qual in extent to his, it i not IiI ely to be so produc­
tive, for it never can be managed either with so much skill or eco­
nomy. Whatever superiority he may have over them in fortune is 
more than counterbalanced by the deep intere t which everyone of 
them feel in looking after his little spot, and by the unremitting 
attention which both his attachment to it and his necessity impel 
him to xert ill order to xtract from it its greatest possible produce. 

c 

20. The pen es of Indian must not be measured by those 
of European husbandry. Exclusive of tanks there i hardly any ex­
pense which may not be defrayed by the smallest as well as the 
greatest proprietor, and even tanks themselves are unnecessary in 
Canara. The small estates are in general better cultivated than the 
great ones, and their owners are as regular as the great owners in 
discharging their kists. Among the numerous instances wh.rch 
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have come before me of their having been violently dispossessed of 
their land , or of their having fled and left them waste, on account 
of the balance - under the late government, there i not one in 
which those balances can fairly be attributed - to the land rent, 
nor in which they have not ari en from fine , anticipations, and 
other a ts of oppre ion. In whatever way I view the question 
of great and mall proprietors I am perfectly ati fied that the 
PI' ference ought to be aiven to small one , and that Government 
Ollaht to make its settlement immediately with them. Under 
uch a y tem the gross produce of the country will be greater, and 

the collection of the re enue will be as reaular as under that of 
g r at landholders. Men who have been accustomed to ee the £I'e­
quent failures among the lower classe of farmer in other parts of 
India will not admit that a rna s of small proprietors can be punc­
tual; experience, however, in this province ha demon trated that 
the r gularity of payment i not affected by the smallness of the 
estate. 

21. Though my own opinion is decidedly in favour of small 
proprietors, yet as Government have determined to introduce 
everywhere the system of the Bengal Permanent Settlement it be­
comes my duty to point out in what manner it may be accom­
pli hed in Canara. It is evident that, as the lands of Canara have 
for age been private property, we are not at liberty to make the 
ame di position of the arne as might be donG where they be­

longed to Government. If it is argued that no such difficulty ha 
occurred in Bengal, it may be answered that the landed property of 
Bengal is most likely of a very different nature from that of 

anara, which i both more ancient and more perfect than that 
of England, because it is more widely diffused and less clogged 
with condition. If in Bengal the Sirkar grants of Enaums 
are for land and not in money, and if the land are held by a 
few great instead of a multitude of small proprietors, it may 
with celtainty be pronounced that it landed property is of modern 
date, and that it is an 11 urpation-of revenue servan ts and head in­
habitants together. Th very circum tance of the existence of such 
a property h::l.Ving been doubted, i a strong argument against its 
bang of long standing. 0 man who has ever been in Canara can 

• 
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entertain any doubt with regard to its land being private property. -
As the property must, therefore, remain a it now is, all that can 
be done is to divide the country into a certain number of great 
estates formed by the union of several small ones under one head. 
The most convenient arrangement would be that of moganie or 
grai,.n , and the size of estate ought to be from 100 to 500 pagodas 
Jumma. To break in upon anc.ient boundaries and landmarks for 
the ~ke of ideal advantages to be derived from the squaring 
estates would occasion much trouble to the Collector and no small 
discontent among the inhaLitants, because the e boundaries serve not 
only to divide lands, Lut also particular tribes or families, who form 
distinct communities in their respective villages. Where moganies 
are above five thousand pagodas Jumma they ought to be divided 
into two or more estates, and where they are small two or three 
ought to be formed into one estate. The average ought to be about 
one thousand pagodas J umma. It could answer no good purpose. 
and might produce mischief, to make any estates above a thousand 
pagodas, because the proprietors might in time become a kind of 
petty PoUigars. All past events in this country show that great 
landed property has al ways had a tenJency to excite a turbulent 
spirit in the po sessor, which has been favoured by the inaccessible 
nature of the hills and woods among which he resides. An estate 
of ten thousand pagodas in most parts of Canara and in every part 
of Soonda would place under the landlord a large district furnished 
with retreats so strong that, were he to become refractory, it would 
be difficult to reduce him to obedience. Snch precautions may 
be said to be unnecessary, because gratitude for the benefits he 
ha received from the British Government and the impossibility of 
bettering his condition will preserve him in his allegiance; but the 
love of distinction and independence is a much stronger and more 
universal passion than gratitude, and though it might be supposed 
that the hopelessness of success and, of course, his own interest 
would deter him from any opposition to authority, yet it is well 
known that men on such occasion do not always maturely weigh 
distant consequences, and it would, therefore, be the more prudent 
plan not to hazard an arrangement whose stability is to rest on 
gratitude. r 
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22. After dividing the country into great e tates, each of 
the e estates ought to be mad 0 . to the Potail or principal pro­
pI'ietol' of the mall e tate, of which they are princip~lll compo ed, 
in p rpetuity. As he has no property in any of the lauds compo-
ing the great estate except thos which were before his own, 

he can only be constituted a kind of lord of th manor. BuJ: as 
he must be re ponsible for all failures, he ou ht to be allowed 
the following advantage, in order to enable him to perform hi 
engagement ;-

lst.-He ought to have an allowance of 2~ per cent. on 
the Jumma, to be included ill the reduction which I have al­
ready proposed, leaving the remaining per c nt. to 0'0 

as an abatement to the rna of inferior propri tor and farmer. 
2nrl.-He ought to be vested with a propri tary right of 

aU wa, te land to which there are no owners, on condition of 
his paying the Beddellore a sessment the second year after 
they are brought into cultivation. 

3rd.-All inferior e tates which on failure of heirs have 
heretofore been aCCll tom cl to revert to the irkar must now 
revert to him, and become in every rc pect a much hi 
exclu ive property as 11is own original estate. 

Though the establishment of the e regulations wil1, I a111 con­
vinced, answer the end of en urillg the easy realization of a per­
manent revenue, yet it i obvious that the iufluence of the ·2~ per 
cent. in facilitating th1 operation mn t e er diminish, becau e if 
it follows the los of other property, though it now belongs to one 
man, it mu t at his death be divided with his e tate among his 
children. We hall then have several per ons in tcad of one to be 
re ponsible for the revenue, and, as every succeeding generation will 
increase the number, we shall at last have almost as much detail 
with the uperior landlord, as if we had made a direct settlemeut 
with the inferior proprietors. If, with the view of averting this 
evil, as it is supposed to be, we confine the 2~ per cent. to the eldest 
son, or some single heir, and make him solely responsible, we lessen 
the security of revenue, because, as we cannot prevent the division 
of the lands among all the heirs, we have now only the security 
opa part instead of that of the whole of them, together with the 2~ 
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per cent. for its realization. If we restrict the divi ion of lands to 
the original· state, and determine that all ubsequent acqui ition , 
whether from the revi. ion of inferior estate or the cultivation of 

irkar wa te land, hall go with the 2t pel' cent., we introduce the law 
of entail, and even this can only be effected at. orne remote period in 
the "nany estates in whi.ch there i. no waste. All systems of Indiau 
revenue mu t, I imagine, end in making a direct settlement with 
every independent landholder, without the intervention of any 
superior lord, an d in making every olle of them answerabl for hi 
own rent, and the whole of the e tates composing a village or dis­
trict answerable for the failure of any particular estate therein by 
a econd assessment. 

23. Supposing, however, that it may be expedient for the 
pre ent to adopt the system of O'reat estates, the regulations I have 
recommended will apply tv every part of Canara and to the greater 
part of Ankola, Soonda, and Bilghi ; but in many villages in Bilghi 
and Ankola, and throughout the whole of the village in Soonda 
running along the Mahratta frontier, the lalld belollg to the Sirkar 
and may, therefore, be divided into estates, and given away at the 
plea ure of Government. These villages are in general in sllch a 
de olate state that a permanent, settlement of them ,,,ould now be 
made under very great disadvantage.. It would, for many reasons, 
be be t to defer the scttlcment of them and also of Canara for at 
least five years. The Collector can hardly in a horter period gain 
the requi ite knowledge of the country for carrying into execution 
a mea ur of so much importance. Time hould al 0 be allowed 
to 1 t tl\e inhabitant become familiarfzed to their new masters, and 
shake off all di tru t and apprehension of change, and to enable 
them to compr hend the cope of the . ysten1 intended to be 
illtroduc d, and it should also be allowed in order to let the 
country recover the long series of oppres ion under which it has suf­
fered. The remission already granted have removed every impedi­
ment in the way of thi desirable end, and in a few years they will 
work a wonderful improvement in the condition of the inhabitants. 
Judging from the confidence they have already assumed in our 
moderation and good faith I have little doubt that, within that 
period, the value of land will rise so much that there will scarc"ly 
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b a illgle e tat .which will not find a purchaser, should it be 
neces :uy to ell it to pay a balance. 

24. In disposin o. of the reat estate of the fin. I ettlement no' 
price ought to be demanded of them, b can e a they were all 
before private property, upon which the superior landlord had no 
claim, there i no new advantage attached to hi tenure exccp t~hc 
2! per cent., nor any in immediate e pectation which can mHKe it 
worth any valuable consideration . 'Ve have n<1 ground to imagine 
that there will be any such competition for them as to rai e their 
price. ~ Soucars and other men of property are too cllutioll to Jay 
out their money on land on the strength of the duration of a new 
system, and on the faith of a government to which they have but 
lately become subject. In province which have been near half a 
century under the Company's government they may consider the 
property which they vest in land as secure from danger; but here 
they will not readily bc·lieve that it can be safe, for nothillg but the 
experience of many years will persuade them that another war may 
not tran fer them to the dominion of another power. As we mu t, 
therefore, expect no candidate for estates exc pt among the lan d­
holders them elves, and as from the minute divi ion ofland very few 
of them can be supposed to be rich, no considerable um can be 
expect d from them for great e tates. But thongh they ha.ve riot 
the means of making grea t advances as pUl"cha e money, the reali­
zation of the revenue will not be less secure. It is the wide diffu-
ion of landed property, by which almost every field ha a different 

OWller, who is anxiolls to increase it produce 'and who pays his rents 
with :l regularity unknown among tenants-at-will, that constitutes 
this security, which will be every day strengthened by the effect of 
the abatements which have already been made. The e will oper­
ate both in augmenting the gross produce of the land now in cul­
tivation and in enabling 'the owner to obtain a better price for it. 
They will encourage him to enlarge his cocoanut plantations, which, 
in a climate so favourable, would have been ten times more numer­
ou than they are, had not the dread of additional· as essments 
r trained their cultivation; and they will furnish him with the 
means of cultivating completely the higher and more unproductive 
larl"rl of his e tate, which in many greater estates have been waste 
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almost ever ince the Mysore conquest. Canata; will probably never 
be a manufacturing country, because it produces none of the raw 
materials necessary to render it uch, and because the heavy rains 
which last so great a part of the year are an insurmountable obstacle 
to all opel'ations which require to be carried on under a clear sky and 
thee open air; but the same rains which deny it manufactures give it 
a succession of never-failing crops of rice, which place it revenue 
and its future prosperity on the firmest foundation, for there can be 
no danger that the existing demand for its surplus produce will ever 
diminish. The province of Malabar, Goa, Bombay, and Arabia can 
be nowhere else so well supplied, and there is every reason to COll­

clude that their consumption by the abolition of all regulations in 
favour of particular countries and the reduction of th6 duties will 
be increased. 

25. Besides the land and customs, sandal-wood is another 
source from which an occasional revenue may be drawn. It was 
my intention to have given a particular account of what might be 
expected from it, but, as I have not had time either to procure suf­
ficient material or information, I must relinqui h the design. Some 
distxi.cts have no sandal, others have not yet sent in their statements ; 

* uch as nrc gl'owing in the 
Northern Division, including 

oOllda. 

the accompanying No.4 contains such as 
I have hitherto received. The tree ought 
not to be c.ut under thirty,~ in some places 

not under forty, years of age. The average pnce IS now about 20 
bah au dry pagodas the candy of 560 Ib 

December 1800. 

I am, 

Gentlemen, 

Your obedient Servant, 

( igned) THOMAS MUNRO, 

Collector. 



I.) , 
Anr{O'oond,lJ, 9th December 1800. 

To TIlE OLLE Ton OF 'AN ARA. 

~E TLEl\,[EN,- IIavitlO' be n direct d b til Boarll to commu. 
011 meRns for presf' n ' ing nicate to you what verr O'ulatiullS 1 had t" pro. rerity of Canlll'll and 

Roonda. in vi \V for the PI' s rvation and impf e. 
rnent of the rc ource of Canura, I mu t refer you to my two reports, 
whi h contain almo 't cverything I have to say on th llbj ct. 

2. Whether YOIl wish to carry into xeclltion my idea, 
or to form better pIall fOllllded on the re nit of longer experi­
ence and close investiCf'ation, it i cs ential that y ur cutcherry 
should be . 0 constitutcc as t l t it . h lIld fucilitat , and not imped , 
til accomplishment of your IjCCt. For thi purpo e a cutcherry 
oucrht never to be plae d II I l' the dircction of any on man, as 
is too often thc cn (" both in the po~sc, sion of the ompany 
and of th native go \'ernments . " 'hen it is nnder the power 
of one man, whether he b denominated Pei hear or Sheris­
tedar or Moon hee, is of littl e con . equence; the habit · of th 
p ople, with very littl exertion on his part, nable him to acquire 
such an a cendancy that he may do whatever he plea e, and keep 
the 011 ector in the most profound iO'llOrance of what is going 
forward. To obviate this evil the Collector must be his own 
P jshcar; he must be him elf th . oll ly bead-man. That he may b 
0, hi cutcherry . hould be compo ed of two qual branche ) the on 

Hindivi and the other anari, or whatever is the general languag 
of the country. As they arc re pon ible for the trea ure, the 
a h-keepers hOtlld be appointed by them; but the Moon.hees 
hould be of your own electi 11, and entirely ullconnect d with tht> 

Sh ri tedar , uecause they are intended as a check upon them. To 
. nswer this end they should be men of some ability, and should be 
made to understand that their own advancement , ould depend 
upon th degree of zeal they should evince in giving you u eful 
information. When there are two distinct cutcherries and Moon, 
sh unconnected with them, 0 many different intere t are created 
th t a combination become impo ible, and in tead of it a rivc.1sh· 
e 'cited among th m, which i productive of the best conse"luen 

• b stimlllnting them to a faithful discharg of their duty. H I 
!J J'I.I ~L 
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Temained in Canara I would have di mi sed a number of' the 
district servallts for peculation. The Amildar of Ankola is accused 
of being concerned in the eu toms, and I susp ct that he has, 
either from indolence or ollusion, overrated the loss of the tobacco 
farmer of eLla hignr. 1 he Amildar of Soonda appears to have 
mape away with two ums, the one of 35 and the other of 90 
pagodas, and to have replaced one of them; but should he hav~ 
replaced both, the proof of hi having once used either of them 
ought to disqualify him from holding his situation. 

3. In settling the land rent for the current year much caution 
should be observed in impo ing any new assessment on any land 

, that pays the Beddenore rent and half of Hyder's addition, and 
more should be laid on any land that pays the Beddenore and three­
fourths of Hyder's assessment. No land that may be raised the current 

ear to b Rp.ddenore and half of Hyder's addition should ever 
be raised higher, becau e though many causes have contl'jbuted to 
sink the rent of land below the Mysore Governmeut assessment, none 
have had so great a share as the quality of the land itself having been 
such as to have rendered it incapable of continuing to pay the high 
rates which had been forced from it during a few years, and because 
that the raising of rents from year to year discourages improve­
ment and weakens the confidence of the owners in the security of 
private property in land. 

4. Where land, either through fraud or favour, has of late 
years been reduced below the Beddenore assessment, it oLwht to be 
raised to that assessment, together with half of Hyder's addili6n in 
the course of the present and following year, after which no further 
increase should be demanded. There may be instances, but I ima­
gine they are very rare, where the land is so barren as to be inca­
pable of bearing half of Hyder's addition, in which case we must be 
satisfied with one-third or perhaps one-fourth of it. 

5. The rent of l~nd, however productive ' it may be, ought 
n~ver on any account to be raised higher than it has been at some 
former period. Lands, therefore, which may nave escaped partly 
or ev~ wholly the Mysore additions ought not now to be burdened 

them. The inequality thus occasioned is of no importance, 
tbe re 1t ,of land never can be so nicely adjusted so as to cO'rre-
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pond always with a certain proportion of the produce. It cannot 
perceptibly affect the r venue for not one e tate (. wurg) in a h~. 
dred ha been exempt d, and it hould be con ide red, too, that many of 
the pre 'eut holder in pur hasincr them from the former proprietors 
have gi en a high pric in proportion a the rent wa low. 

6. I have hitherto b en peakino· of 1I h land a i priyat.e 
prop 1'ty, but in every di trict a portion f th land in culti ation 
ba u come the property of the irkar by ha in g verted to it from 
xpulsion of ancient OWllers, failure of i ue, and other causes. In 

th form for the Jummabundy of the CUlT nt year there i a 
olumn for thi land. In tho e di. t1'ict which I had ettled before 

leaving Canara it wa to private land in the proportion ' of from 
one-tenth to OOf~-fi th, and it i always h ld at a low l' rent. It is 
sometimes cultivated by djffi rent people in dif} rent year, but 1110 t 

commonly alway by the am per on, and it i oft n, I believe, 
called public when in fact it is private prop rty, for th purpose ot 
obtaining it at a reduced r nt. All cultivated land coming 
under the denomination of irkar ought to be ivcn away to 
individual in proprietary right, according to the form which 
has this year been o~ser ed with respect to the land thu 
transferred in-Cundapoor. \Vhenev r the tax i equal to the Bed­
denore and half 'of the Mysol'e as. e ment, the land hould be 
made over to the pre-occupier without any additional taxation. 
When it i below it hould bv rai ed to that tandard, and if the 
holder does not agree to thii incrca e it should be given to the 
highe t bidder. The conver ion of irkar into private land hould 
not be hurried. It lOll t be left to be recrulated by the circum-
tances of the inhabitant. Every occupier of irkar land who 

has the mean. of cultivating it, and who finds it profitable, will 
soon apply for a sunnud or order to ecure the proprietary right 
to himself. Another reason for not pressing forward the transfer of 
'irkar land i , that the great reduction of the customs and the secu­

rity which the Company' government affords, will speedily raise 
the value of land and bring forward more candidates and bigher 
offers every succeeding year. 

7. In the cutcherry you will find a cowl containing r·etn_ 
ti s for renting out every description of waste land, and e ~ 
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trict has one ..,ith such variations from the general form as seemed 
best adapted to its particular state. In disposing of Sirkar lands, 

hether waste or cultivated, no part of the wurg or estate should 
be given away unless the whole i taken, becau e if the cultivator 
is perm' tied to take only a part, he will select the be t land, and 
nobo,dy will take the re t, and it is probable that he will also 
on r some occasions select it in uch a manner as that the re­
jected portion shall be urrounded by hi estate, so that he may 
cultivate it rent free without much danger of discovery. 

8. I left in tructions with the cutclJerry to make a general 
reduction in the land rent of 4 fanams per bahaudry pagoda, or 2t 
per cent., after finishing the settlement of the current year; but this 

, indulgence, unless in some very particular cases, should not be 
extended to lands which are not asse sed equal to the BeddenOJ'e 
Tf'Jlt and half of Hyder's adclition . 

9. A 0 great a part of land in Canara is private property 
held at a fixed rent, your settlements in future will require little 
time or labour, becau e nothing i to be done except to add to the 
Jumma of the preceding year the extra rent of a few estates which 
may have been held at an under rate, an~ the rent of such waste 
lands a may have been brought into cultivation. ·In Ankola and 
Soonda, however, more time will be required, because in those dis­
tricts private property in land not being so general as in Canara, 
the cultivator sometimes quit one village for another, and as they 
are exposed to an arbitrary increase they frequently claim a reduc­
tion of rent when they have suffered lns<;es. The assessment of last 
year was so moderate that there C I liardly allY where exist the 
smallest pr tence for demanding an aLr tement. Buddengoor and 
some other villages which have suffered from the ravages ofDhoon­
digee's adherent ought to be kept at a low rent for two years. 

10. Every encouragement- should be giv n to betel and pep­
per gardens. TIns ha already been done by relinquishing the 
Sirkar monopoly and interference of every kind and by leaving 
the sale perfectly free, 0 that it is probable the owners are now 
in the enjoyment of err ater advantag s than they ever were at 
any former period. Nothing mol' is wanted but to persevere in the 
same line, and to allow them, without the apprehension of MW 
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demands, to carry their cultme to the utmost. TIle land rent of 
their garden , where it is below the Beddenor or Rajah ofSoonda's 
as es ment, ourrht 110t to be raised b yond the standard, for a the 
haulet dutie of a well-culti at u crurd n ar six 01' eight tim s 
"rreater than it land rent, the augment~tion of it produce ought to 
be consider d a the only object de ervin rr eriol! attention. 

• 
] 1. The mo t material point of information to be drawn from 

the survey of Barcoor, are the extent of estates , their rent and pro­
duce per acre, the quantitie of Sirkar and privat waste land, the ex­
tent and produce, distinguishing the cultivated and waste, of Enulllt1 
lands, cia sed under their various heads of Deostaun, Gram Duvaita, 
Bhutnurtu , Mutt, Service, &c. The produc ofland i 0 b a eer­
tained in the u ~ ual way by the HooJi nowi , by inspection and in­
quiry, anLl to correct his stimate he ourrbt ometime to ha c a field 
of ripe grain cut down, beatcn out, and mea ured in hi pr ence, 
and by comparing the r suIt with his own previous re koning, en­
able himself to form a true judgment of the produce by the ey or 
what is called N llZZllr Andazi. 'To prevent fraud or negligcnce 
iu the sur ey a second measurement of particular estates should 
ometimes be made b a different set of surveyor , and if any 

error exceeding ten J 0) per cent. is detected, the original 
surveyor should b puni hed and di charged. A wurg or e -tate 
is often composed of unconnected part situated in different vil­
lages, and sometime even in different districts, without having 
any specific rent affixed to the different part, but only one general 
rent for the whole. The survey must show the numb r, exten 
&c., of estate thl1s divided, and must value the different portions 
separately, because if ever the country is divided into estates of 
whole villag - it will be necessary to know for what sum the villages 
ought to be a sessed on account of the brok n portion of estates 
which they may contain. The valuation of those portions ought 
to be made by the Hoolisnowis in conjunction with the owner and 
the landholders of the villages in which they are respectively situa­
ted. Th landholders mu t be cautioned that, in the event of any 
failure of payment by the broken estate anci of there being no PUT-

'haser, their own land will be assessed for th deficiency. Their 
vn securi+y will d ter them from conniving at a false v luation. 
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00 all e tates where there are tenants (Guenis), wh ther tCllants-at­
will (Challi Gueni ) or tenants by purchase for ever ( Moo] Guenis), 
the estimate of the produce of the whole estat~ "ill be considerably 
assisted by comparing it with the tenant's portion. "r e are certain 
that in no case the tenant pays the landholders more than half the 
produce. We know that the landlord keeps the best lands in his 
ow~ hands, and that, therefore, acre for acre their lowest produce 
cannot be less than that of the tenant' share. With th se facts to 
help hi judgment a skilful inspector will find no great difficulty 
in calculating, from the different degree of jmprovement in the 
portion of the tenant and proprietor, the respective produce 
of each. 

12. I gave: to the clltcherry before leaving Canara a state­
ment of what I thought ought to be the utmost limit of the amount 
of Enmlms. It 1 ay be found necessary hereafter to diminish ill 
'ome instance one description and add to another, but the total 
ought not to be increased. In Honawer and a few other districts I 
have rea on to b lieve that there is more of what is called Melwassi 
than has yet been brought to account. Wherever this occurs a 
proportional reduction hould nut be made '11 you are sure that the 
total of concealed Enaums have been brought forward, because if 
you bcgin early it will impede the discovery. Though the amount 
of En aums in the Moyen Zabitah is greater this year than last, the 
disbursement on account of all description have, except service, 
been directed to be made by the standard of last year, until the 

tual total of th Melwassi is ascertained. 

(Sigued) 

EMORAlIiDUl\1. 

THOMAS MUNRO, 

Collector. 

Some parts of the foregoing letter are omitted, relating chiefly 
to the I..:)outhern Divi ion-; lhe original is with Mr. Ravenshaw. 

(igned) A. READ, 

Collector. 
Barcoor, hi November 1801. ~ 
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To THE PRESIDE T and 

ME JDERS OF THE Bo RD OF REVENUE. 

GE.·TT,EME ,-1 hav now the honour to r ply to the V8QOU 

From Mr. A. Read,-Adcli tional Report on the and important points of 
Settlement of his Di trict for Fu ly 1222. . l' t' . d' InIOrm.! IOn requue 10 

your proceeding upon my ettlem nt fi'om 11 ly 1222, under d' te 
the 20th June Ia t. 

2. The late t propo ition of Major Munro for regu1ating 

A essment on land produc­
ing grain. 1 t, the Collector 
will r cRpitulate the sub tance 
of MRjor Monro's propositions 
for regulating the a sp ' meut 
011 the e descriptions oflands. 

the a se . ments both on rice and garden 
land are contained in hi letter, dated 9th 
Dec mber 1 00, to Mr. Raven haw and 
my elf. I knO\ not wh ther the Board 
pos e s a copy of thi letter, but, agree­
able to its directions, I hall recapitulate 

the rates of as e sment and propo i tions contained therein. 

[H ere quote paragraph 3 to 9 of prec ding letter.] 

a. Though I cannot discov r upon the record of this office 
allY letter from the Board in reply or alluding to the foregoing 
letter from Major Munro, yet "the cale which wa finally adopted 
and the expectation then ntertained from the uppo ed moder­
ation of the rates of a 'e mellt" are evidently contained in th 
Board's addre s to overnment ciat d 25th July, and approved of by 
its reply to the Board dated 15th August 1 04, the re ult of which is 
a follows :-" That from the inquiries made by Mr. Ravenshaw and 
my elf and the explanation afforded by Major Munro's letter of the 
9th November 1800, the e i ting ettlement (Fu ly 1210) ofCanara 
was' d termined to be the highe t on the people of any to be found 
under the Company' gov rnment, and that, so far from any further 
deduction being requi ite ill the land rent, the r possession of 
unoccupied e tate promised annually to increase in the proportion 
that th confidenc of the inhabitants in the stahility of our 

v rnment shaH be established." 
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4. 'tatement A. exhibits the proportions of my settl ment fol' 

2nd, the ollector will then 
state to what extent of lands 
thtse ,'at!'s have been npplied, 
lind to "hat extent they remain 
to be IIpplied- in oth!'r word. 
whllt amount of revenue is now 
rated below the standard. 

Fu 1 Y 1222 rated at and above the stan· 
dards of Major Munro, which ascended 
from the simple ~ hist or ancient Nuggul' 
assessment to three-fourths of Hyder' 
additional assessments; but it will be ob­
served by the Board that by far the largest 

proportion of cultivators are rated above the last assessment, and 
that no lands are rated at the simple Shist only. 

5. That" the establi hed rate" have been increased, is, I reg­
And whether the established ret to say, too true. It has not, however, 

' fa.tes have in any case been been occasioned, J may venture to declare, 
increased. hoth for Mr. Haven haw and myself, by 
any desire to increase our settlements from unwarrantable grounds, 
but it ha gradually taken place from a decline of agriculture and 
variou causes of poverty among the ryots obliging us to make up 
by a small increase to low rated lands the rent of others which had 
fail d altogether. But at the ame time we have not in any single 
instance raised the rent of an estate" higher than it bas been rated 
at some fonn er period," agreeable to the rules of Major Munro; for 
even at the present time the proportion of those landholders who 
pay th full as essment of their lands are few compared with 
those who pay somewhat less, still the majority are unquestionably 
rated in their assessment higher than they would have been had 
the standard of Major Munro been inviolably ob erved. Should any 
apology be wanting for a deviation from hi excellent and moderate 
rules, I trust it will be founil in the annual approbation of our settle­
ments and to the desire we naturally had in common with other 
C911ectors of maintaining the land rent to the same annual standard. 
But a this mode ha certainly advanced many in the scale of as­
sessment faster than would otherwise have been th ea e, it may 

judged advisabto by the Board to put a stop to the practice as 
impolitic and unjust. 

6. Th remission which it has been found necessary to solicit, 
As also the :d(,llt of rl'mis- or which I have (with your subsequent ap. 

aioWl that Illwe been annual\r proval) taken on myself to grant, though 
plllltt'd on UIOSt' rafes. . not very large, have been sufficiently fie. 
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qllent to how the Beee sity entertaiued of relief being required. 
These remi sions vcre O'ranted indi crill1inateJy to those appearing 
in need, whether high! or lowl as essed. The f()llowing is an 
abstract of them wIth reference to the document expla 1-
thereof: -

In FusJy 1209 S.Ps. :i9 26 56 Board's letter dated 1 

" 1210" 0 o 0 

" 1211 " o 0 

" 
1212 

" 
000 

" 
1213 ,,2,22 28 3~ My report dated2 th March 1 04. 

" 
" 
" ., 

" 
." 
" 
" 
" 

1214 
121 5 
1216 
1217 
121 
1219 
1220 
1'221 
1222 

" 0 0 ·0 
" 1,316 9 24 
" 7,4 8 . 4 10 
,. 2,194 2-1 60 
" 1,034 25 6 
" 4,62 4 72 
" 907 14 31 
, , 

" 

o 0 0 
000 

Total in 14 years . • 20,195 2 5 1 

ditt 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

30th April 1806. 
) 5th May 1807. 
5th May lROS. 
30th April 1 '09 . 
21st April 1 10. 
30th April 181 1· 

7. Statement B. exhibits the incr a. e of the r venuo deri ved 

It will also be desil'able to 
know the increa e of revenne 
derived in each year from the 
extended occupation of waste 
'il'kar land and what quantity 
of irkal' land hns been durino-
14 years cOllverted into private 
estate . 

in each year from the xlencl d 0 cupa­
tion of wa-;tc irkar lands, and Stutement 
C. the quantity of 'land which has been 
dt,uing 14 years conv rted into pl'ivate 
property. 

8. To these points it may be ob cr­
ved that an increased occupation of waste 

lands upon estates ha unqu stionably taken place in a small degree 
throughout every district of Canara and oonda. Bllt this increase 
has principally arisen during our earl,. possession of the country, 
for very little extra cultivation appears now in our annual settle­
ments. New enclosures have also been made in ome parts of the 
province, while in other.' th y imve decnyE'rl . In the northern part 
of llkola an increa ed Illtmb _l' is visible, occasioned by the 

10 Jl' I 
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stant demand which the contiguity of Goa produced for some years 
past and to the freedom of export which the inhabitants in that quar­
ter have enjoyed hy the great reduction of troop stationed there since­
the beginning of] 808. In the vicinity ofCoomta a con iderable nUID· 
ber of new shop and godowns with enclosures have been made, owing 
to the traders with Bombay and Mahratta countries having of late 
years formed a depot there. In the neighbourhood of Onore sevetal 
new enclosures took place during the pre ence of the Court, but many 
of them are again falling to decay. In the neighbourhood of Man­
galore all inc rea e is very observable and, now that it has become 
the permanent seat of the COrJrt, it is likely to increase; but I can 
name no other parts of Canara upou which any particular difference 
js- visible . Many enclosures and improvements in Soonda which 
were very apparent in 1801 -2 are since gone to decay owing 
to the want of that ecurity then enjoyed by the presence of a 
complete hattalion at Hullihall, one company at Bunnawassi, the reo 
sidence of the Collector's cutcherry, and a much larger number of 
police peons for the defence of the country than now obtains. 

9. The conversion of public mto private estates proceeds now 
very slowly, occa ioned either by the quantity of lands required by 
the neighbouring ryots being already occupied, o~' to want of en· 
couragement to extend their agricultural pur uits. The waste 
lands are, a may be sUPl?osed, chiefly to be found in the interiof" 
of Canara, and throughout most parts of Soonda and Bi1ghi tb.e 
lal'gene s of the trees compared with any to be found near the sea 
proves the superiority of this waste soil ; but it is to be regretted 
that the unhealthiness of those tracts, and more especially want of' 
Jabollrers, ar serious obstacles to their cultivation. Emigrating TYOts 
from Mysore and the Mahratta countries are now no longer to be 
met with; on the contrary a few desertions in every talook appear 
at the period of settlement for some years past. 

10. The land tax is well known to be full ofthe greatest inequa-
3rd, the Collector will re- lit' s and at present appears the highest on 

port in what degree th~ stllnd- O'arden estates and lowest upon salt la d 
ard rt'ot fixed on the nee IlInd t) • n S, 
is equlll or in what degree proceeding fi'om the reduced price which 
UOt'qllh\' the prodnc'e of the former now bears and 
nom the introduction of a monopoly of the latter article. &; 
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11. As tll only proper surv y ever made iu Canara was that 0 

the Barcoor di t,.ict u fore it was xtended to its present size, thi-s 
query cannot b an weI' d \ ith a cllsa y; nev rthe]e s, being one 
that has frequ ntly 0 cupied my attention, I ubjoin the re ult of 
my inquirie upon this ubj ect. I am of opinion that tbe grain 
lands of LOWCT Canara, for I shall speak of oonda. alld Bilghi se,pa­
rately, are as ssed nearly upon the followinO" cale:-

'G1'1l s produce \·nluntiOll. 

Mangalore ...•... ..... .. .. .. ........ 35 per cent. 
Bekul ..........................•... 33 " 
Buntwal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 32 " 
Barcoor ................. . . . ... .... 42 " 

undapoor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 ., 
Onore ........... . ............... . 40 " 
Ankola .. . .... .. . ....... ... .. .. ... . a5 

Average .. ,. 3Gi " 
Their productive powers have been pretty accurately a certained 
from partial surveys and varioll enquirie to be nearly as follows: 
-FJ;om one mora of eeds the average re.turns in paddy and from 
the three sorts of lands are, from 
~ ;::~ ( Mangalore ...•.............• Ilk Moras . 
.... c ~ I Beklll =0<'> ... ...... ... . .. ...... lIt " 
~ ~ ~ oj I Buntwal.. . . . .... . • . • . .. .. ... 8t " 
~t': ~ Barcoor ................. 13! " 
"' ... - "_- -=>.; < Cundapool' 1 l. .......-- 1 • • • •• ••• • • • • • • • • • • 2" 

3 Q "'.~ I Onore J 1 " $'0 ~;. ) ...................... 1 

~ ~ ~ ~ Ankob ............... .. ... 10 " 
" ,..Q ..... .....,:. co I 

E-< ;::s ,., '" 
~ ~ C l ~ I: cd 

In what district it is high­
~st, in what lowest., i. e. in 
what district does the irkar 
rent near the hen vie t, and in 
whicb the lightest 1 A nd in 
whnt dt'gree does the ineqllll­
lily exWt in different parls of 
C. ra 1 

Average. . .. 11 t " 
FlOm which it app ar that the assessment 
is heavie tin Buntwal, Barcoor, Cunda­
poor, Onore, and Ankola, and lightest in 
Mangalore and Bekul. But as I am per­
fectly aware that all statements of thi 
nature not drawn from an accurat.e surve 
are not to be depended upon, and aJ th 
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Board's object will, I imagine, be equally answer d ifit can JJe shown 
rom reasoniuO" f9und don exp rience that the existing ac;;sessment 

" loa high in the agg'l'egate\ I shall, before closing this report, 
endeavouy to prove that it is so and that it ought to be lowered. 

12. The estimated share of the tenants differs partly from 

the Collector will also tX­

plain wbether the tenant's esti­
mated share is supposed todiffer 
much ill differeut part of Cn­
mra, or whether, ns in 1\1nla­
bllT, it may be reckoned on nil 
avrrage at one-third of the 
gross produce. 

the u ages of the country and partly 
from their being either tenants-for-ever 
or tenants-at-will. The payment between 
tenants and their landlords in Caoara is 
never for a proportion of the crop, term­
ed 'Waru m in the Carnatic, but is either 
for a specific amount in money or quan­

, tity of rice. The average payment in ?'LCC upon a 11Iora of land (I ; 
English acres) is found to be r:, mora, or in money 1 bahaudry pagoda 
6 fannms and 10 aonas, agrceabJp, to the following table: -

Talookns. Sorts of Lant1. In Rice . In l\1on~y. 

Moras: B. P. F . .A.s. 
( 1st 7* 2 5 0 

Manglore ..... ...... . ............ -< 2nd 5~ 1 7 8 
~ 3]'u 2! 0 7 8 
( 1st . 5i 1 7 8 

Bekn1.. .. . .... .... .. ..... ., .. ...... -< 2nd 3 1 0 0 
l . 3Td 21 0 7 !:l 
( ] st 4. ] 5 0 

Buntwal ... .. ........ .. . , .. ..... -< 2nd 3 ] 0 0 
l 3rd q 0 5 0 
( 1 ·t 12 4 0 0 

Barcool' .. ......................... ~ 2nd 6 2 0 0 
L 31'd 3~ 1 2 8 
( 1st J2 4 0 0 

Cundapoor ....... ~ 2nd 6 2 0 0 
L 31-<1. 3~ 1 2 8 
(' 1 t !) 3 0 0 

Onore ................... ........ < 2nd 4~ 1 I> 0 
l 3rd 3 1 0 0 
( 1st 6 2 0 0 

A..nkola. ... .. ... ......... ... ..... -< 2nd i"{ 1 0 0 
3rd 1~ 0 5 '0 

1) 1 6 10 

P' r' graph II arc tolerably correct, the 
lenant's accouut will stand thus:-
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Average prodllce from 1 mora of land, 11! 
of paddy, or half that q\l!\ntity in rice .. Mora 

Deduct landlord's rent .. ... ....• , ..... . 

Balance remaining with the tenauts ..... . " 
leaving him half the gross produce to sub ist his family upon -and 
to replace his stock of cattle, implements of husbandary, &c. It 
would require a very minute investigation into the affairs of every 
individual landholder to distinguish the number of tenants who 
pay their rent in rice from those who pay their rents in money; 
but it is extremely natural to conclude that most of the old tenants 
for ever made their agreements in kind, which exempted them from 
all further care or trouble in the conversion of' their produce into 
money. It is also natural to conclude that, since the Com­
pany's government, the landlords have been more anxiolls than 
ever to receive grain instead of' money. Other advantages are. 
doubtless, derived by most tenants-for-Ewer from the produce of dry 
grain, fruit trees, &c., which are always conside.red in Canara as the 
entire reward of their own industry. But I shall presently endea­
vour to support with g eater proofs my supposition that the tenan­
try of Canara are. still in possession of half the gross produce of 
the soil they cultivate and in many situations more than the half. 

13. With respect to the practice of mortcragees paying the 

T t "'ouM appear that in 1\1:11-
IRbar 1\ lRf<>'c proportion of the 
Sirkar rent is collect~d either 
from the mortgagees or tenants 
cultivating the land and not 
from the landlords. Mr. Relld 
will explain how {fir this is the 
case in (;anara. If the tenant 
has to pay the Sirkar rent in 
"ddition to the landlord's or 
proprietor'8 rent and to find 
the means of cultivation and 
lIubsistence out of wh:!t rem:linll, 
it ma.v be pos ible thnt the ac­
tual cultivator, that is the tc­
oant, mRy not be better olf in 
Cllnara than the actul\l culti-

tor is on thi .. side of IndiR. 

SiTkar rent of lands, this is fonnd to pre. 
vail very generally throughout the richest 
or best cultivated parts of Canara. It 
forms part of the conditions of mortga. 
gees .to do so, but then it does not hap­
pen, as the Board seem to apprehend, 
that the cultivating tenant becomes in 
consequence burdened with his own rent 
and that of his landlord's also; th~ subject 
will best be understood by a short detail 
of the mortgage rules of Canara. 

"Land and its produce 
rately mortgaged in Canara, 
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" If the laud itsplf is mortgaged for a um of money, 110 inter-
t is demanded, and as oon as the bargain is concluded the mort­

gagee is put in possession ofth land . The mortgager is sometimes 
permitted (or not a the agreement may be) to reside upon the es­
tate and (sometimes) is allowed one or two mora of lands to cuI. 
tivate, (as) in the capacity of a tenant, but the mortgager pays the 
Sirkar rent and transacts the whole busioes of the e tate as if he 
was the proper owner. The mortgage bonds alway contain a 
clause that, as soon a the urn borrowed is repaid, the land is im. 
mediately to be return d, the mortgaO'er agreeing to pay the expen. 
ses of all improvements, to be adjusted by the friends of both 
p~rties. 

" A certain portion of the produce of estates i frequently mort­
gaged in Canara for the discharge of intere t or debt. In this cas 
it is stipUlated thal for the ll1tere t of the 11m borrowed a certain 
numb r of mora ofrice are to be paid annually, but that the person 
receiving the rice hall have no interference with the estate, and 
that should the mortgager fail in his payment then the land itself i 
to be made ov r to the other mortgager, but not sold . 

"The first of these mortgages is termed in Canarese 'Bogia­
dhi' or living mortgage, the other 'Torradhoo' or dead mortgage. 
There are a greater proportion of lands under the first cia s than 
the second, or about 3 to 1. As the inhabitants are far from Qeing 
strict in their dealings with each other, it seldom happen that the 
owners of lands, sty led Torradhoo, can' fulfil their engagements; con­
sequently their whol estate i obliged to be giv n up, which accounts 
for the difference in the number of these two mortgages. Torradhoo 
is in th one always begun with, but seldom fails to end in the other 
Bogiadhi. Previous to the Company' government a number of 
S(lUcars had possessed large mortgaged property in land and produce 
in almost all t.he southern mogani of Canara, put since then free 
trade, 8t£urity of property, and an excellent price for their pro­
duce have enabled many of th people to recover their lands and free 
themselves from incumbrance. The rate of interest then obtain. 
ing between the partie being from 15 to 24 per cent. it is not to 
be ondered at if the lenders did not press for the payment of tlv­

Opal ° Mortgage are sometimes adjusted (in Canara) when the 
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mortgager has paid nearly aU the lltns borrowed and gives security 
for the remainder, although the period tipulated may not have ex­
pired, and in other instances wh n it j proved by the friends of 
both partie tha.t the mortgao-ee must have reaped considerable 
profit from the e tate and more than the amount of the r maining 
debt. When mortgag s ar foreclosed in either of the above aY5 
the rnortgao-ee re igns all further title to interference with th land 
and the owner re umes hi avocation as formerly. A mortgagee 
may mortgage hi lands to another, but when the original proprie­
tor comes to redeem his lands the account are adjusted between 
him and the person then in po ses 'ion of them. 

"The practice f mortgaging land is ufficiently prevalent to 

'l'he object the noaru have 
in view in bringing tho e 
documents to your notice is to 
obt"in from you an explanation 
in whll! respect 1Int.1 in whllt 
degree the present r~tes of IIS­

ses ment on ric!' and gRrden 
lnnus in 'l\Oara differ from tho (' 
now existing in MAlabnl', AI1U 
in whAt respect or in whll t (le­
~ree the prcsent mtcs differ 
from those in the new Pl'ln ­
nshee 01' valuation proposed by 
"Mr. Richards for Mall1bar. 

answer in some degree the desire of 
Government to ee the land in Canara 
generally saleable." 

14. This is the proper place to in­
troduce my r.eplie to the Board's letter 
and enclosures under date the 2 th Sep­
tember la t.- The mode of fixing the 
'irkar rent on seed lands and the 

expenses of cultivation in Malabar. 

Mr. Richard tates that, whatever may be the produce after 
deducting the seed and the same quantity for the expenses of 
cultivation, the Kudian (cultivating t nant) i ' allowed one-third 
of th remainder. In Canara the practice differs entirely from this; 
inasmuch a no share of- the crop is ever stipulated between the 
owner and the tenant; a specific sum in money or quantity of rice is 
always agreed upon, and the cultivating tenant stands to the profit 
or los attendant upon such bargains. Whatever the latter can 
acquire fi'om a few fruit trees, vegetables. betel leaf, &c., is the 
entire reward of his own industry. I here allude to the Challi 
Guenies; but the Mool Guenies are unquestionably better off, for 
having a title deed to the lands they cultivate, they improve thetn 
Teat) , by planting, which the halli Gllenie seldom ventur c.i& 
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not knowing bllt they may be ousted in favollJ' of some other 
tenant. But although the for~going shows the difference of elU-
10m in Malabar and Canam, yet the co"dition of the tenants is, upon 
comparison, found to be neady alike, for as the Canarese landlord 
never allows his tennnts-at -will larger 'hare than one-half the gross 
pro~uce, if from the share be deduct d the expenses of seed, cuI · 
tivation, &c., the remaining quantity will be about one-third for 
the subsistence of the tenall t and his family. 

1 G. This will , perhaps, become more explici t by a compari:>on 
in figure between the condition of Malabar and Can are e culti­
vators or tenants. As 11 ~ folds seem to be the average return fr0111 
the three diff~rent sort of seed lands in Canara-termed Bile, 
Muzzel, anr1 Bete-a comparison must be drawn with lands ill 
Malabar yieldipg the same, and, reje~tillg fractions, I shall take 11 
as the foundation to go upon-

Tenant's aCCOllllt. 
III Malabar by 

COl~gee ('001'00' - tnblt·. 
l\f oras . 

Quantity of seed requirerl to sow 
lands yielding I r fold .. . .... . 9 -fo ......... 

Expenses of cultivation ....... . . . 9-h . .. .. .. . 
...... " 

. , . 
Landlord 's share ...... .. .. ... . 21

1
8

0 ............ 
Si(Kar rent •. .. . ....... . ... . . 3<!-fo . .... ... t ..... • 

In Cll.narn. 
Mol' as. 

10 
10 

} 50 

Cul-lubum or tenant's net share 27 13
0 .. .. ............ 30 

100 100 , --
The difference in th quantit of seed ,and expenses of c.:ultivation 
in the two provinces, as neither of them in all probability are drawn 
from actual survey, needs no reniark ; for e~en in .the Barcoor survey 
as it was carried on at a period of th~ year when the crops were 
reaped, not own, the quantity of seed required to sow a certain 
space of land is set down entirely from the reports of ryots and 
survey together. It may therefore be presumed that both these items 
in provinces participating in the same climate and mode of cultiva­
tion are very equaL The figures in the third line demand particular 
attention, because, if I am correct in suppo ing the average Sirk8.1· 
,Ulel*ent 011 grain land in Canara to be 0 high as 361 per cel;t. 
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of their gross produce, the hare of the landlord in Canara will be 
con iderably Ie s than in Malabar, while that of the tenant in the 
former i rather greater than in the latt r. That thi i actually the 
case I have only the opinion of the people for suppo ing o. 

16. Pursuing the report of M r, Richards I proceed to a c~n. 
sideration of hi table entitled "The precise hares of the Kudian 
(tenant), the Jenmkar (landlord), and the Gover ment," purposing 
afterwards to notice his remarks on garden a ' e ments, 

17. The returns from both provinces 0 far agree that thirty. 
fold is the utmost I ever heard of in Canara; but I have always un~ 
derstood the rice soil of Malabar, e pecially in the southern part, i 
much richer than in Canara. 

I. Mr .. Richard ' ob. ervation " that the share of the kudian 
or cultivator i alway greatest in the wor t ground," &c., does not 
eem to me very clear, becau e no difference whatever is made be. 

tween the expense of eed and cultivation in any of the descriptions 
of land in his table. It must ari e, I imagine, from a supposition that 
the allowance made for cultivation i higher than is actually incurred 
by the tenant upon the worst groulld, for in rice ground the labour 
in preparing them is not alway in exact proportion to their fertility. 
In Canara it i the quantity of lIwnU1'e be -towed upon land which 
form he chief expen e ; but it may urely be su pected that grounds 
yielding only three-fold can have had very little of that article 
be towed upon them, 

19. Mr. Richard goes on to ob erve that the adoption of his 
rule will promote hu bandry, &c" and probably obviate a pmcl1'ce 
in Malabar liable to great objection, that of leasing out lands in small 
farms; but thi , so far from being any objection in anara, is the 
sure t foundation of it prosperity. The multiplication of tenants 
mu t take place exactly according to the wishes of the people them-
elve ; a sub-divi ion of states, in con equence, is attend d with 

many excell nt effect , such a the increa e of husbandmen, of pro­
duce, of cattle and manure, and of ecurity for the public revenue, 
in ead of s eit g large tracts of land under the ole management 
of one p son and his servant 

11 JU t 
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20. Passing over hi ob ervations on the mutual benefit which 
Government and the landlords will derive by an extended culti­
vation I entirely a'gree with him in thinking it wrong to demand 
more than one-third of the actual gross produce of the soil as the 
Government share. The proportion I am desirous of taking upon 
alt grain lands is 30 per cent., or a little Ie ,as will be seen in an 
appendix preparing to this address. He concludes his remarks on 
seed lands with a recommendation that, after fixing the irkar share, 
the landlord and kudian might ettle their bargain for the remain­
der. If this bargain was made for a specific quantity of rice or 
sum of money, the usages of the two provinces would then be alike. 

21. The general practice observed in Canara, below the 
ghauts, for assessing cocoannt, betel-nut, and 'pepper produce is 
as follows :-

Cocoanuts. 

For new gardens a cowl i generally demanded, securing posses­
sion to the cultivator until hi young trees begin to bear, which is 
generally the case in their sixth year near the sea coast and in their 
tenth near the ghauts; the a\-erage assessment i then demanded 
upon the t1'ee, not the produce, of Star Pagodas 0-1-23 per tree. 
The trees thenceforward continue to be accounted annually by vil­
age shanbogues, and no allowance made for unfruitful ones if it is 
supposed the proprietor has the means of keeping up his garden; be­
cause in old garden, while a few trees are annu.ally becoming un­
fruitful, their places are supplied by those just beginning to bear. 
Another mode prevail, which has been continued Juring the Com­
pany's government, of assessing . the ground, not the trees, from the 
period of commencing the garden at the average rent of the neigh­
bouring paddy-fields, and demanding nothing more when the trees 
begin to bear. 

The foregoing i the prevailing usage between the Sirkar 
and proprietor of whatever description; but that observed by the 
landlords is to grant th ir Chalii Guenies from one-fourth to 
one-third the gross produce and to their Mool Guenies one.half 
the gross produce, because the latter are bound to plant young 
trees in lieu of decayed ones, and not to sell or, transfer their ri~ht 
in the garden land to any but their landloJ·ds. 
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It is not cu tomary to uemand allY additional assessment for a 
few betel or pepper vines intermixed with the cocoanut trees, be­
cause it is sufficiently known that they injure the productive 
powers of those trees they are suffered to embrace. 

Pepper and Betel-nuts. 

22. These gardens are not assessed in any particular mann-er, 
but pay exactly according to the quality of the pa dy-field oil they 
are formed upon. They are to be found near the foot of the ghauts 
in every talook from Seda higur to Cavai, and are almost all cultivated 
by the landlords themselves, who are principally of the Bramin 
caste termed Hyger. 'Vhen any of these gardens devolve to the 
Sirkar they are rented out at one-third the estimat d gro s produce, 
or, if that cannot be had, they are given away to the high st bidder. 

Hence it appears that the minute division of the gross produce 
of gardens in Malabar between the Sirkw' and th cultivatO'l' does 
not obtain ill Canara, where a specific tax per tree or a fixed ground 
rent is demanded without reference to the produce of either. It 
is conjectured that about two-thirds of the proprietors of gardens 
below the ghauts pay the land asses ment and that the other one­
third pay upon the trees. 

23. With regard to the difference in the pr sent rates of 
assessment in Callara below the ghauts, compared with the new 
Pyma 'hee proposed by Mr. Hicharus for Malabar, I have only to 
observe that I conceive Government are drawing from Canara a 
little more than one-third of the gro, produce, as stated in the lIth 
paragraph of this report. 

24. I now return to the prooL,) I had to advance that the te­

On this point the Collcctor 
will be explioit, stating, on au 
e:taminatiou of Mr. Ravell­
shaw's and his own suney ill 
Fu lies 1211 lind 1212, whatis 
e timated to be the tenant's 
share. 

llantry of 'anara, but more especially the 
Mool Guenies, are till in possession of 
half the gross produce. 

lst.-From Mr. Raven shaw's 
survey and enquiries in 1801. 

"The Nisp, or half of the gross produce, is reckoned as the ryot's 
or under· tenant's share; the expense he has been at in preparing or 
pl~nting garde s i. th 11 calculated, and an allowance as Nutaul 
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is made thereon and entered in the next column. The two sums 
together are the supposed total dues of the ryot , and the balance 
i considered as the landlord's rent payable to him; but the next co­
lumn is intended to show the amount absolutely paid to him now 
by each of the under .. tenants. This amount, however, is probably 
in <l'many cases incorrect, and considerably ]ess than he receive. 
The tenants are, no doubt, instructed hy the landlords to represent 
the amount they pay to him as ]ess than is the case. He hopes 
thereby, if not to get hi rent to Government lowered, at any rate 
to insure its being raised no higher, and the tenants knowing that 
the landlord only can raise their rent, readily concur in his wishes. 

, They care not how great their gains are represented to the Sirkar, 
and they know the on]y way to avoid an increase of their own is to 
insure, ifpo sible, a remissioll of their landlords. 

"There will al way ', however, be a very great disproportion in 
the amount paid by the under-tenants to their landlords from the 
following causes. Many of those entered Challi Guenies or tenants­
at.will are, no doubt, Mool Guenie. or ten ants-for-ever, at old fixed 
and low rents which they have continued paying to this time, for 
neither any improvement they may make to their farms, however 
much t.hey may increase its produce or however high the landlord's 
own estate may be raised by Government, are sufficient causes for 
an increase of the tenant's rent., and thence the under-tenants in 
Canara may truly be said to enjoy a 1110re quiet possession of their 
lands, a greater share of the p):oduce thereof, and a more certain 
reward for any extraordinary labour and expen e they may be at, than 
in most other parts of India. Every increase of the landlord' 
rent must fall upon him alone: many of the farms rented by his un· 
der-tenants were probably in part waste or prepared at the time of 
ing them, consequently the rent fixed upon them was low. The 
same land may now be as good as any in the talook, but even the 
tents of the halli Guenies, or tenants-at-will, so long as they 
continue to pay them with regularity, remain the same. It may, 
therefore, be presum d that the landlords in very few cases receive 
&ne.}IOlj' qf tile net p'oduce qf the land they lease to under.tenants. 
He generally retains the most productive lands in his own haQ,(is, 
Ilnd what he rents out, though of an inn riol' ort, ha' rnostfrequently 
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a great capability of improvement, which the tenants will naturally 
take advantage of, under a confidence that they alone will reap the 
fruit of their labour. The rent they pay i calculated on the ability 
of the oil at the time of their taking it, not on probable improveR 
ment they may make; if uch had been the ca e, Cunara would 
long ere thi have been a de e~t. 

"By the accompanying ab tract survey register of 5 villa.ges 
it would appear that their total gros valuation i Star Pagoda 
2,341-0- 67, of w hich only 793 ·19-49 is paid to the Moolgars, leaving 
a balance of PaO'odas 1,.547-35-9, includinrr Nisp or half the gros 
produce, to the Guenies or under-tenant, and the settlement of the 
estates composing tho e villages for the current year being 724-23-9 
leaves only 68-41-40 clear gain to the landlord. Thi statement, 
I conceive, may be incorrect, particularly in the amount paid by the 
tenants to their landlords, who have no doubt combined in making 
their tenant mis- tate circum tances to the surveyor ." 

2nd.- Major Munro's remark ' on Mr. Raven haw's survey, 
July 1801-

" By the statement it appear that the landlord have very 
little rent for themselves after discharging the public revenue. 
Tomboottoo is the most d~solate and hilly di trict of Barcoor, and 
it is not unlikely that at the p riod when it lost the greater part of 
its population the landlord were forced by the difficulty of procur­
ing labourers to rent the greatest part of their estates to under­
tenants; but even admitting this to be true it will hardly account 
for the very great number of tho e tenants, and there seems, there­
fore, to be reason to sllspect that the landlord may in everal 
instances have instructed their servants to call themselves tenants. 

orne parts of Kurkul, Buntwal, and Kurup are as thinly inhabited 
as Tomboottoo. Their tenant are al 0 pretty numerous, but they 
do not bear so high a proportion to the landlords as in that mogani. 
In Mangalore, Vittel, and all the best cultivated districts by much 
the greatest share of the land is in the hand of the landlords, and 
this, I imagine, is the case even in Barcoor, near the sea. I think 
it also probable that the Challi Guenies or tenants-at-will in some 

.ca es have been called Mool Guenie or tenants by purchase,-that 
i ,for ever, because tIle landlords may get orne additional rent 
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from the former whp.never there is a higher offer; but they can get 
none from the latter, because their rent can be raised only by Go­
vernment, . which was eldom done except at long intervals in former 
times when the additional assesllment was imposed after a new 
valuation. 

")\11 the land now in cultivation in Canara and a great deal 
m~Je was cultivated many centuries ago; the stability of the te .. 
rrants encouraged them to improve every field as milch as they 
could. The 1'enl .ft.red by the landlord teas calculated upon the 
produce qf seve1'allJears while undm' lds own managembd. These ex­
periments have in succeeding times boen often repeated, so that ev.ery 

, field is now known to the proprietor generally by written accounts 
and always by tradition to be a field of so many moras' produce. 
The landlord scarcely ever rents it below this rate, unless in par- . 
ticular situations whe! e the scarcity of labourers leaves him no alter­
native; he has, therefore, no ground to look for any additional rent 
from an increase of produce; he can only obtain it either by advan­
cing mo ey to the tenant or giving him a cowl to enable him to make 
a plantation of cocoanut or some other kiud of trees. He may like­
wise ometimes gain a triftillg additional rent by the tenants level­
ling a few spots on the side of a hill. From these circumstances it 
is evident that, if prices and the state of improvemellts were to re­
main stationary, Government could carcely ever derive any addi­
tional revenue from the tenants -at-will. 

"Dut as the landlord has already gained both by a rise of 
price and an abatement of cllstoms he is not now entitled to the 
same indulgence, as in 120D, of a remission of rent for the waste parts 
of his estates i he ought to be obliged to pay' for the whole, whether 
he cultivates it or no~ at a rate not 1 ss than the N uggur assessment. 
There is no necessity for excusing him when another man can be 
found willing to pay the amount, for if he is indulged he will always 
leave his worst lands waste and claim a greater remission for them 
than they are worth. If the rise of the price should become perlna­
nent, which there is little room to doubt, the landlords will soon 
perceive, and after being convinced by the experience of several 
years that there is no danger of its falling to its old average~ 

they will ever.fJ wll.l're 1'ai e the rents oj their ten.ants-al-will, and 
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by thi means become the more able to pay the full as es ment 
of their e tates, whether they are in part wasto r not. This is 
one among the reasons for distinguishing the Challi from the 
Mool Guenies, which is not done in the statements, though it has 
probably been done by the surveyors." 

31·d.-From my own enqume and long residence . in 
Canara I am persuaded that the ob~gations betwe n landlords 
and their tenant -for-ever are pre ervecl with 'eat fidelity, and 
that, owing to the increa ed dema;nd for rice, and the fligh price 
prevailing since the Company' government, tho e t nant are ill 
posses ion of half the gro s produce every where, and that the te­
nants-at· will pay their landlords from 50 to 60 per cent. of the gro. s 
produce; in support of which opinion I have to ob rve that few 
instance have ever come ~o my knowledge of the' creation of any 
new Mool Guenie, but on the contrary the landlord hav always 
endeavoured to get more lands into their immediate po se sion 
or for the purpo e of renting them out to haUi Guenies. 

25. If, therefore, it hould be admitted that the tenantry of 
Whllt the JRllulord's shnre Canara below the ghaut ar supposed 

lind whRt the irkar' s share of generally to be in po ession of half the 
the gross. produce. gro s produce of the lands they culti-
vate, I come now to the important question- How much i the 
landlord' and how much i the Sirkar's -hare ofth gro s produce? 

lst.-By Mr. Ravenshaw's survey and inquirie , already quoted, 
he seems to think the landlord in very few ca e receive one­
half of the net produce of lands they let to under-tenants, but he 
admits that they retain the be t lands in their own hands, and that 
the rents of the Challi Gllenie are sometimes rais d. 

2nd.-Major Munro" reasoning on the urvey of Mr. 
Rav n haw tend to prove that the landlords' condition must oon 
improve under the Company's govern~ent. 

31'd.-From all I have been able to collect from experiments 
and enquirie I am led to uppo e that the landlords are, generally 
p aking. in po es ion of six-tenth of the gros, produce of their 

('11,111'8 e tate ; the improvem nt of the Mool Guenies' share being 
(,ollnterLalanced by the ri -e of the price of grain produced upon the 
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landlords' ()wn lands as well as what they receive from theil' tenants 
in kind, and th 'berty they possess of raising the rent of their 
tenants-at-will, and the Sirkar's share throughout Lower Canara fluc­
tuates between 30 and 50 per cent, of the gross produce. This wide 
difference is easily reconcileable when it is considered that the 
land tax of Canara was never formed from actual survey, and that 
its ~ estates have undergone numerous revolutions. 

26. The following remarks in a letter from Major Munro 
to Mr. Cockburn, member of the Board of Revenue, dated 3] st 
October 1800, are not only applicable to the present subject but 
shows how correct his judgment has proved to be on the p1'esent 
state of Cana1·a. After advising a trial to be made of a settlement, 

' as near a possible to the highest rental, of a country for four or five 
years he observes-

" If it appear that though you realize them there is no great 
demand for waste lands, and that the collection still requires the 
same attention that it did the first year, you may then reckon that 
Government receives something between 40 and 50 per cent. of the 
gross produce. 50 per cent. is usually admitted to be the expense of 
cultivation, including labourers' hire, &c., and as I find that the same 
idea prevails in this country, and that lands are universally 'let to 
underj'armers at ajixed rent ofwhat is either supposed to be, 01' has 
beenfound on experience, equal to haifthe g1'OSS produce, I have little 
doubt ofits being pretty correct." 

Now the demand for waste lands, as has been already noticed, 
is extremely small, and my records since the close of Fusly 1217 
evince the difficulty I have had in realizing the revenue. Major 
Munro goes on to observe that, ·had we any means of ascertaining 
with any degree of certainty what the Sirkar share actually is, the 
rest would be easy, for by reducing it to 25 per cent. of tlte gross 
produce whenever it was more, and by letting it remain untouched 
whenever it wa less, we should be as sure of realizing our land rent 
as we could be in England, &c. 

27. The number of Sirkar estates, deduced fi'om the village 
'the Collector will also state accounts in Fusly 1222, are 8,352, but 

what it the estimated or actual of these it is probable that several in 
number of Birker estates, what 
the teDallta' share is who culti- every talook are private, though called 



• 
ate those estates, and GOYC1'll. 

ment recei,'es as Sirkar and 
landlords' rent united. 
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public, that they may be heJd at a 
reduced rent. It woutd be e. tremely 
difficult, without the knowledge derived 

from actual urvey, to tate the exact hare of the tenants and that 
of the Sirkar upon nch e tate : so much dep nd on the ryot's 
family and way of life, which is not ah ays adapted to hi me s. 
It is not, however, upposed that the cultivators of th'ose e tates 
derive any greater advantage than the Challi ' uenies under a 
landlord, consequently that the Sirkar and cultivator nearly divide 
in most ca.:se the produce between them. A a proof that their 
r nt is considered high, they are never converted into private pro­
pelty without a reduction being allowed of a fourth or fifth part of 
the rent. It is from them entirely that an addition to the number 
of private estate is beca ion 11y made, for no one in Canara will be 
at the labour of levelling fresh lands so long as any of these es­
cheated estates are to be found. They are O'ellerally tilled by tenant, 
who, apprehen ive of being removed after two or three year' occu­
pancy by a higher rent being offered, search out in uch cases other 
wa te lands which they occupy a similar length of time . . 

28. The number of person , whether landlords or proprietors, pay-
The Collector will further tate if he possesses the iog direct to Govern­

information how many landlords or proprietors there ment in :Fu ly. 1222, 
are in allan:, from holV JIlany per~ons hi 1'e sUdars 1 . 1 
collect the lal\u reyeOllC, lind what may be in each toget ler WIt 1 average 
'l'cssildaI'Y ~he uverage of each man's payment. payments in each Te sil-

dary, is a' follow :-

No. of Persons. Average Rent. 
S.Ps. f. c. 

Mangalore ........ 5,103 · ......... 11 41 69 
Bekul " •••••••• 4.' , 6,937 · ...... " ... ]5 41 
Buntwal ........ " . 5,514 " •••• f ••• 4- 10 32 36 
Barcoor "." •••• f'.' 5,481 """." .... " 17 20 65 
Cundapoor .. " " , .. .. 3,483 · . " . " .. " . , . ] 19 42 
Onore " " " ... " ... " . 4,5$0 · . " . " .. ... II 23 ] 
Ankola ..•....•.... 4,713 " . " . . .. " . 6 J6 31 
'oonda ..•....•.... 6,530 · . " ... " ... 4 46 

Bilghi .. " . " ...... 1,125 · " ........ 13 29 ]3 

Total. • .. 43,366 

Gene1'al A~·era[/e . •.. 11 31 65 



90 

tatement D. exhibits example of 5 estate ill eve!' 

It is de irable tllllt the Collec­
tor should fUl'nish 1\ statement 
of' a few esflltes in each di· 
trict of which the Sirkar rel)t is 
collected direct from the teo 
1I{,llts, showing the gross money 
,'slue of the producl? the Sirkar 
rent, the landlord's or proprie­
tor's rent, and the surplus re­
lnaining lis the tenant's share. 

talook and . xprcssive of the inforlbation 
here rcqLlircd, only that the cultivator 
beinO' considered while occupying the 
land as proprietor, no attempt is made to 
distinguish their respective profits. 

It is deserving of notice that the 
Sirkar and oultivator appear to divide the 
produce pretty equally between them, a 
mentioned in the foregoing paragraph, 

but that the difference is in favour of the cultivator as it should ~ 

be. The examples in this' statement were by no means purposely 
selected; it may, therefore, be necessary to observe that the per­
centage of the Sirkar rent to their total produce yaluation, ~ppear­
'ng so equal through ut them all, is occasioned by the custom of 
the country in renting such e tates, which is invariably done at 
half their supposed O'ross produce. There can be little doubt, 
therefore, if the .rent of these and all the Sirkar estates in Canara 
were reduced to 30 per cent., that their cultivators would im­
media~ely become their proprietors. 

30. Recourse was first had to 'this measure in Fusly 1220, 

The Collector will explain how 
far it may have been necessary 
to resort to di train for the 
purpose of securing the Sir. 
kar rent, whether IIny pril'Ute 
estate have been sold for ar· 

and had I not pursued it with great leni- , 
ency the examples of sale would unques­
tionably have been more numerous. The 
number of private estates which have 
been sold for arrears of rent have been 
81, as detailed in paragraph 49. • rears of rent, and what number 

during the period the province 
has been under the Company. 3] . Returning to Major Munro's 

letter of the 9th December 1800 (quoted 
in the 2nd paragraph) he proceeds to lay down instructions for the 
encouragement and improvement of this sort ofland as follows :-

Garden land produc­
ing betel·nut, betel. 
leaf, pepper, cardamoms, 
cocoauuts, &c. The same 
ioformation is required 
under this head as under 
the head of assessment 

" Every encouragement should be given to 
betel and peppel' gardens. This has already 
been done by relinquishing the Sirkar's mo­
nopoly and interference of every kind, and by 
leaving the sale perfectly fi'ee, so that it IS 
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on land producing grain 
with respect to the rates 
originally adopted, and 
I!ubsequently followed or 
altered in IIsses ing gar­
den lands. 
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probable the owners are now in the enjoyment 
of greater advantages than they ever were 
at any former period. Nothing more is wanted 
but to persevere in the arne line, and to allow 
them, without the apprehen ion of new 

demands, to carry their cultllre to the utmost. The land rent of th~ 
garden, where it is' below the Beddenore or Rajah of oonda's 
asse sment, ought not to be -raised beyond the standard, for a the 
Hawlet duties of a well-cultivated garden are six or eight time' 
greater than its land rent, the augmentation of its produce ought to 
be considered as the only objett deserving serious attelltion." 

32. The same remarks, as stated in the 5th paragraph of thi 
addre s; are equally applicable to the garden l' nt of Soonda and 
Bilghi. It is, however, incumbent on me to remark that tho e 
talooks having, since the departure of Major Munro, b en con­
stantly subject to my own superintendence, their annual settle. 
ment have always been made with great moderation and with a 
view to their peculiar produce and condition. As a proof of this, the 
net increase between tl}eir settlements of 1209 and 1222 (Melwassi 
being deducted) js only Star Pagodas 6,413-14-62, of which the 
chief part is from the extended cultivation of grain land and 

. addition to those which were lowly rented. 

33. It is much to be regretted that the xpectations nter­
tained by Major Munro of the prosperity at which the e talooks 
would soon arrive have not been verified; on the contrary th 
dem!1nd ~or their produce has never been alike for two years 
together, while the Si~'kar asse sment and Hawlet duty have in 
consequence borne heavy upon the cultivators. The fluctuating 
state of their produce and demand for it i to be found in all my 
reports, and, I am sorry' to say, continues to the present hour. 

34. 'Vith regard to the pre ent upposed asses ment of these 
two talook. ~ I must premise that a very great differen e prevail. 
now in the price of garden productions to that stated in my report 
of3nl Aprill 02. The avprage price of pepper per candy of 560 
Jb . Wf\. then I '. Pat)odas 26-27 -13, now it i only I • Pagodas 9·34-0 ; 
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betel-nut (average of tIue sor ) S. PaO'odas 9-17-25 per candy, and 
now only ,Pagoda 8-11-77; of cardamom per maund of28 lbs. 
S. Pagodas'S-S-3, now only . Pagodas4-39-75; COD equently the sen­
timents so connd.ently expressed at that time of the liO'htn s of the 
a sessment no longer applies. I am of opinion that their present gar­
den a essment may be about 33 per cent. .and O'rain a se sment 40 
per cent. of their gross produce upon a com pari on of former and 
present pric~ and the percentage derived from my actual urvey 
in 1 02, which upon garden produce av rag d at that time about 
15 per cent. 

, 35. With respect to the tenant' share above the ghaut , that 
usage is not ob er ed in the cultivation of gardens; the cultivators 
are most commonly the proprietor, consequently they unite in them-
8.1 e the pro~ts of both. Tenancy i observ d upon grain lands, 
a r eable to the usaO'e of Canara, and in man parts W' arrum or a 
divi ion of the crops .is al 0 common. Th tenants above the 
ghauts are almost all Challi Guenies. 

36. That the ale of the product of gardens has been at times 

In addition, howe,er, to this 
information the Collector will 
how what has been the oper­

ation of Haw let duty during the 
14 years of our pos~e sion on 
the garden above the ghnut , 
whether it ha iru/,I'dl'd in 
Rny d gree the sale of the pro­
ducts of the gardens. 

impeded by the weight of the Hawlet 
(notwithstanding its reduction in. 1 07) 
joined to the want of demand, cannot be 
deni d. It was evinced more particularly 
in Fusly 12l9, wh n th quantity of old 
pepper on hand was 0 great, und the de~ 
mandforit olow, that, had not your Board 
acceded to my request of remitting two 

rupe per nidge, nearly th whole would have been either lost or 
sold at the IUO t paltry rates. Ind ed, the ideas entertained by 
Major Munro ofth · dependant state of the adjacent countries upon 
Soonda and Bilghi for th if produce have ever appeared to me to 
be much too anguin . 

37. Thi has cer :ainly b en the ca ever sine our acce sion 
And whether the xport f anara.. The dutie wer fr quently 

duty by ell hll been injurious r pr ented by m a too high, but any 
to the sale of the products of alt ration wa deferred until the s a cu _ 
garden below the ghaut • 

tom r gulation w r modined, whi I 
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sundry circumstances led me to expect would have been the ca e 
several year ago. Early in ]812 Mr. Blake became charged with 
the ea cu toms of Canara, and several alterations and modifications 
have been made in the duties levied by him. The following were 
the exact rates levied in October last :- • 

ARTICLE. 

Betel-nut, 18t sort •...•. 

Ditto 2nd ditto 
Ditto 3rd ditto 
Ditto 4th ditto 
Ditto (white Golee) .. 

Pepser .••.•.•...•.••.. 
Car amoms, ] st sort •••. 

Ditto 2nd ditto •.• . 
Sandalwood, 1 t ditto •.• . . 

Ditto 2n9, ditto .•.. 
Ditto 3rd ditto .•.. 

Given 
qunntity. 

Per candy 
of 560 lbs. 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Per maund 
of 28 ]bs. 

Ditto 
Per candy 
of 560 lbs. 

Ditto 
Ditto 

TarilfVnlue. 

. P. f. c. 

• ]4 12 69 
11 19 25 
10 0 0 
8 25 57 

10 0 0 
26 0 0 

12 38 45 
11 19 23 

42 12 68 
36 25 57 
30 38 46 

Land Duty 
per c nt. 
including 
all thAt is 
levied be-

fore it 
reaches 
the sen . 

5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
7~ 

6 
6 

5 
5 
5 

20 
20 
20 
20 
20 

7h 

6 
6 

5 
5 
5 

• 

Centag 
of 

Total 
Duty. 

25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
15 

12 
12 

10 
lO 
]0 

These rates are unquestionably too high, both in the tariff' 
valuation and duty levied; but it would be superfluous enteriug 
into any detail here in consequence of the receipt of the Board's 
separate communication on this subj ct, <;1ated 22nd October last, 
to which a particular reply will hereafter .be forwarded. 

38. Although it i imagined that few gardens have been abatl­

Whether the number of gar­
dens haa been increased, or the 
quantity of garden land has 
been diminished. Mr. Gowan 
in hi. reports states that the 
cultivation of grain had been 
found more profitable, and gar­
den hmd had in consequence 

en in nlany cases abandoned. 

doned entirely, it is certain that their cul­
tivators have in many instances contract­
ed the space of their labour by abandon­
ing a portion of their trees; that in the 
'various remi sions granted in the settle­
ments the large t share has always bean 
given to the proprietors of gardens, espe-
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cially in Bilghi, and that a proportion o( the labour of the country 
has been annually diverted from garden to grain lands, the demand 
for grain having been much more constant than previous to the 
Company's government. The proprietors of gardens are an Bra­
min of the Hyger caste, who perform a very small part of the labour 
the~selve5 but depend principally upon labourers from below the 
ghauts. As the demand for their produce has been so very low and 
fluctuating for many years past it is generally believed that the 
pepper vine, betel trees, and cardamoms are not in so flourishing 
a state now as they were ten years ago . 

..It hM occurred to the BORrd 39: In examining the collections of 
that, a the price of garden the Hawlet duty during the last 14 years 
products i represented to f)u'c- a constant fluctuation appears in a much 
tURte considerably from year to 
yeaT, it might be desirable to greater degree than would have taken 
fix a rate of duty, but to allow 1 h d th d d fi th d 
the ollector under the autho- p ace a e eman or e pro uce 
rily of the Board to alter the been commonly steady, such,fo~ example, 
tariff value at the time of sale as the salt monopoly exhibits. I am, 
in each yeaT, in order to meet 
the Belling price of the year. therefore, much pleased to find a moue 
On this plan the BORTd desire suggested by the Board which will afford . 
the opipion of the Collector, as '-' 
also his sentiments on any the most effectual relief to the proprietors 
other modification of the Haw- of gardens. 
let duty. in order to afford 
further encouragement, jf such 40. The Board proposeto alter the 
s],ould be found necessary, to 
the cultivators of garden pro- tariff value; but as the products of 
ducts. gardens have hitherto been subject to a 
,specific duty per measure, without any regard to their price, it will 
answer the same purpose if the pre ent duties are occasionally 
lowered, or a drawback allowed upon a proper representation of 
the neces ity. With this view I shall first exhibit the duties they 
formerly paid, tho e they now pay, an~ the manner by which I would 
recommend the drawback to be allowed. 
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Forme1' Rates of Hawlet Duties. 

Soonda 

Bilghi ............ .. 

Per ridge 
of 20,736 

Rs. weirzht 
in oouda 
Rud 17,280 
Rs. weight 
in Bilgbi. 

1st sort 
per Nidge. 

Betel-nut. Cardamoms. 

• 
Per ~laund 

2nd sort 3rd 8~rt of 960 Ra , 
pef Nidge. pCI' Nulge. weight. 

~.p. f. c. S.P. f. c. e.p.f. c, S.P.f. c. S.p.£. c. 

6 26 54 3 29 46 3 3 17 1 43 3 1 16 57 
6 33 60 5 29 7 4 29 71 2 6 60 1 16 57 

Present Rates qf Hawlet Dut£es. 

Soonda . . . . . . .. .. ... .. 5 6 34 3 19 23 2 25 57 1 6 34 1 16 57 
Bilghi •.•••••••.•.•. 5 6 34 3 19 23 2 25 57 1 6 34 1 16 57 

The additional relief which I propose being occasionally grant­
ed in the shape of a drawback i to lower the established rates in a 
simple and uniform manner by foregoing either one-fourth, one-third, 
or one-halfas the ca, e seems to require, and upon that article for which 
there happens to be a great want of demand; and consistent with such 
principles I would recommend an immediate drawback on pepper 
of one-half-the present duty, or Star Pagodas 2-25-57, without which 
it is to be apprehended that the cl1ltivators will abandon the care of 
their vines, and their gardens become in consequence less valuable. 

• • 41. I also beg leave to recommend that the nidges of the 
two talooks be abolished and made equal to the candy of 560 lbs., 
for a practice has obtained which I did not foresee when I thought 
it advisable that the measures of the two talooks should remain as 
they were. It s ems it is common for a merchant to purchase a nidge 
of pepper or betel-nut in Bilghi, proceed with it to a Soonda Haw-

... t chowkey, whereJ as it does notamollnt toa nidge by 3,456Rupees' 
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weill·ht he ain that difference in custom ,and occasions a deficient ::l , • 

exportation to appear in the Bilghi Talool. The. inland duri b:-
ing now regulated every where by the candy, reqUires also the abolt­
tion of thi ancient measu 'e to facilitate the preparation of the 
monthly and quarterly accounts. 

R~tes of Hawlet Duties, the Nidges bei7lg ,'educed to tlte measu1'emenl 

per Candy, and exhibiti7lg the duties also p1'oposedfor the 

Mogani of Hunnw' . 

. 
• - Pepper. Betel-nut. . 

Carda· 
moms per 

l'ALOOK S. 1st sort. 2nd sort. 3rd sort. Maund 
Per Candy of 960 
of 560 lbs . Rupees' 

weight. Per Candy. 
i 

Per Candy. Per Candy. 
weight. 

S.P. f. c.!S.P. f. c.is.p. f. c.S.P. f. c.S.P. f. c 

Soonda .. . , ............ 5 24 79 3 3 53 2 34 76 1 10 42 1 16 57 

Bilghi ..••••••••.•....•. 5 24 79 3 3 53 2 34 76 1 10 42 .1 16 57 

Hunnur ................ 5 6 47 3 3 53 2 34 76 1 10 42 1 16 57 

. 

42. ' In th year 1805 a communication took place with the 
Re ident in Mysore, Major Wilks, concerriino- a hardship in the 
paym nt of duties Ie ied by that government on the produce of 
a mall mogani called Hunnur, situated above the ghauts, but 
attached to the Cundapoor Talook, and which has not yet been 
remedied. As these duties are levied upon the produce of the 

ompan 's territorie>l, within which the customs servants of that 
gov rnmcnt ar oblig d to maintain two chowkies for the purpo e of 
ascertaining th produce, collecting the duty partly in Hunnur and 
partly at 11 aree augor in Mysore, and as such a system not only 
infringes upon the ompall}"s dominions but mpowers a foreign 
state to interfere with the internal management of this province, I 
recommend that the same be no longer permitted, and that the inha­
bitants of Hunnur participate in the advantage ju t proposed fol 
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the BUg li Talook to ",hicll HlIlll1ur has a near affinity. The 
revellues thlls derived by the My Ore Government amount "to 
about 1,600 Star Paaodar; annually, and the duties are calculated 
upon nidges of the same weight ~s obtain in Bilghi, according to 
the following rates :- ' 

, ' That upon pepper is Star Pagodas 4 per nidge, upon bete'­
nut of the first quality Star P~O'Qdas 4-2-7, upon the econd Star 
Pagodas 3.22-}41, and on the third tar Pagodas 1-16 ,57. 'hollld 
the right to these customs be ve ted in the . ompany, I would 
re ommend ,no aIterati ~s to be made in the pepp r ; but those 
upon betel-nut I would advise being placed IIpon the ame footing 
as now prevails in Bilghi, and as exhioited for that purpo e in th 
third table of Hawlet rates pree ding. 

43. The foregoing arc the principal alt 'ration in the mod of 
levying the Hawlet duty which I could wj h to s e establish d . 
• hould any further encouragement to the proprietor of O'ardens 
be found necessary, it must take place in a reduction of their land 
assessment, the propriety of which is alluded to -in the appendix 
to this 'address. 

44. • tatell1 nt .E. contains the information here required, in 

Priccs. - 1'1le ollectol' will 
fnruish a statement of the 
av~ragc export prices of rice 
in elicit year, and, if in -his 
power, n statement of the 
wholesale se1ling price of each 
article of garden prodnct in 
each year. 

which it has been my principal endeavour 
to procure the real prices received by the 
landlords of estate, not that of merchant 
unpossessed of landed property, whose 
profits fluctuate greatly every year; but 
the landed pr~prietors, being obliged to 
provide at stated periods for the discharge 

of the Sirkar rent. cannot avail themselves of trw e opportunities for 
spec lation which the merchant may, who is not liable to any such 
demands. Besides, it is, I conceive, the profits of the cultivators that 
the Board will b~ most anxious to ascertain in a report of this nature. 

45. The following are the rate of rice anel garden prod 
said to have been fixed when the Shist was introduced into Can 
and which I have contrasted with the average prices received 

L ilig the Company's government:-
13 JVM • • 



Rice per Corge Ditto near 

I 
Pepp~r per I S'p'" P" I C"J.mom. Cocoan uts Tlilooks. -;..., .. I of >12 Moras the Ghauts. Canuvof I <10. do., aver- per )laund of per 1,000· 

upon thc Coast. 5liO ibs. I age of 4 sorts. 2S Ibs. 

8 . Ps. f. c. S. Ps. f. c. I S. Ps. f. c . IS' Ps. f. 1' . IS' Ps. f . c. IS' P. f. c. 
f 

U 0 13 32 ]] 22 3.,{ 46 7 27 Mangalore •.... , ..... ' . . . . . . . ] 6 77 .. .. 2 31.:) .Jf) 

13ekul ............. .. .. ... ; ........ .. ..... .. If) 0 0- l ~ 32 II 22 38 46 7 27 77 I '> 38 . 46 :~ -
I , 

46 \ B nntwal _0 .. " ~ 16 0 0 13 32 II 22 38 '46 7 27 

:: I 
'2 3~ ," " 0 " ... " .. . .. .. ................... .... 

Barcoor •.... . ..... . ..... • .. . 17 6 
3-1 1

13 32 11 22 3R 46 7 '27 · 1 2 :3H -16 I I 

C undapoor ...... .. .... .. .... .. . ............ 17 6 3-1 13 32 II 9 6 3-! 110 12 (,91 
I 

2 38 46 

3~ j 1:3 
. ..... 

17 6 32 11 D 6 3-1 10 12 
"-

Onore ()9 .) 38 '16 ...... .. .. e . ...... .. .... .. .. .. .. .. . ........ -

;\nkola .... .... ..•.. . . ....... / 17 (i 341 13 32 11 16 0 01 7 27 77 1 2 3H 4(j . . 
• Soonda •.......•... . ... . .. • . . I ~ 32 II 10 12 68 I 9 23 45 1 6 :11-, -lG 

• 
Rilghi •.•.•..... • .... ... .. .. .. .. .. . 13 :~2 II I 22 3H 46 ~):!J .:1.) 9 () 3-1 

----
13 32 II [ 17 29 23 1828 50 8 0 0 r2'-3rl4'6 Average . • ..•.•.•.•......•... . 16 29 3 1 

----- ----- - -. --.--------

Ditto of State mentE. ..•..... . . I_~ __ ~I_ ---__ I ~;- 22 ~~ ~g _~~I~~ 2:' 

Differenr:e a ............ . .. .. [ , *, . I 30 7U U 7 vi () ~ 

• UnintelligilJ'e io tbe originnl. 



DO 

The rate in Soonda and r i1ghi are those introduced by their 
respective Raj ahs, then tributaries to the ancient Nuggur Govern­
ment, 

Duties.-The Collector will 
furuish 0. stntement showing 

paral ly the rates of Hawlet 
Ullty in each of the I" years on 
each gnruell product abo vc the 
ghaut , and the amoullt of lhe 
inland duty alld ex p ort dUly by 
sea for the same pcriod OlJ the 
prouncc of gardens below the 
ghauts. The statetnPllt mu·t 
likewi e exhibit the I1ctnal or 
estimated dUI y 0 f everv dello­
minl1tion paid on eal'h . killd of 
gnrd l\ produce. The Collrr­
lor will explain in what re~ p ect 
the ill) port duty by s~u prt'sst's 
hurJ 011 I he means of the peo­
ple, I1S nlludcu to hy hill1. 

46. Slat me.lt ]' contains the in­
formation here required. The variations 

in each t alook even wer found 0 mallY 
a' obliged me to pr pare this statement 

in a lTIOre detail d manner than might at 

first ight appeal' to have b en nece sary. 
The following remarks on each article of 
produce will, it i hoped, convey to the 

Board every information it could desire. 

Pepper 
has undergone only one alteration in 

Soonela when exported by lalld a d two 
when exported by sea, the first occasioned 

hy tbe red ction of Hawlet in 1807 and the other by the difference 
between the duties levied by me form erly when ill charge of thEt sea 
customs and those at present levi d by Mr . . Blake. 111 Bilghi 
pepper underwent two alterations, the first by the annexation of the 

. duties Ie i d at Bacledboil, ill Nllggul', to those of the Company and 
the other to the reduction of the Haw let. The alterations in its sea 
du ties arose from the same causes as in Soonda. In Ankola the sin­
g le alteration of the duties by sea and land have been made by Mr. 
Blake. In Oi)Ore and Cuncbpo.or the same rem:lrk arc applicable. 
In Bareoor th e du ty by land has undergone on ly one change, and by 
ea two; the first is the effect of the late arrangements in 1222, whieh 

llee ssarily ecasionecl a change in theseadlllies from those established 
by Mr. Ravenshuw in 1 03-4 . In I3nntwal one change only has lately 
tu.kell place both in the land and the sea, the resultofthe arrangements 
between 1\1r Blake and myself, as uumitt d in my letter of 1 ~th July 
I R12. In Bekul, pepper has undergone one Cha1Jge by laud and two by 
sea; the first as in BuntwaJ, and . the other fr011l the arrangements of 
.r 1essrs. Raven: haw alld Blake. In M:lngalore very lit tl pepper 01 

betel-llut is produced. Its dlltie on ex.portatioll by sea are the 
" effect of.th abovE'mention d arran gem nts. Th· . <lme remarlui ar. 

• 
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to the causes and periods of change in the duties by sea and land 
upon betel. nut 'and cardamom are equally applicable to them as to 
pepper. The variations in the duties levied upon cocoanut have 
been occasioned partly by a chanCTe from the_ Mamool to tariff rates, 
which upon several occasions have been revised. 

47. The pressure_ of the sea customs upon the people, as 
alluded to lately by me, is partly owing to 'their ri e from 6 to 8 per 
cent. import duties, to the high valuation of articles by the tariff, . 
also to a positive increase demanded upon the produce of the upper 
country on exp01·tation by sea for the space of the last twelve 
months, which, though authorized by the Board of Trade, bears 
very heavy on the traders. It consists in levying the full amount 
of sea customs in addition to the Hawlet, deducting from the 
totalouly 5 i)er cebt. or the general inland rate in the following 
manner :-

I 
"-' 

13etcl-ullt. ] st 
Pepper per sort per Candy Cardamoms per 

CHl1dy of 51iO Ihs. of 5(;0 llls. Maund of 28 Ibs. 

S.Ps. f. c. 5. Ps. f. c. Is. Ps. f. c. 

The Hawlet of Soollda ........ 5 24 79 3 3 1 53 1 27 () 
ea custom levied hy Mr. Blake 
afler ded I.Icting 5 per cent. upon 
tariff value •.• : .. .. .. .... 3 12 68 2 38 46 1 9 ° 

TlltHl ••.. B 37 67 6 25 19 2 36 0 . 
Previous to Mr. Blake's appoint- . 

ment the total by the l\1 amool , 
levied wa ................ 6 5 56 4 7 19 1 ~H 2:3 

Increase now complained of •... 2 32 1l 2 18 
°1 

J 
--

9 57 

But as the sea custom are about being modified it would be 
superftuou' cnterino' into furth~r detail concerning them here. 
. 48. By accounts received from every talook it appears that 
Rales of Land.-The Collector will state whc- the following have been the 

ther of illte rars the trallbfcr of land from OIiC transfers or sales of ]~Il 
pt'rson to another ha hecome morc frequent, • .., 
wl~t' ller the pril'c has in g('n~rlll incrrRscd ur among the iLlhabitan ts, ex-

• 
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decreasl'd, whether sales in satisfaction of arrears 
of rent ha.ve often been necessary, and whethl'r 
81\Ies in satisfaction of decrees of Court Ilre 
J\umerou . A slfltement of the average p1"ice at 
which lands sl'11 in eAch purgunllah compared 
with tbe irkar rellt ill n few estate ill 8ch 
district would be desirable. CoionelMuuro, from 

clu ive of such as were or­
dered to be made in satisfac· 
tion of arr~ars of revenue 
or decrees of the Court :--

the opinion l'x prcssed ill th e following extrAct of r; I' No. of 
h N · us Ie mount of leb. this repor t, dateu 9t ovember 1 00, appeared . Estates. 

to lhillk thnt land \Vas 1I0t every where sale· 
IIbl e at that time; he ob erves that "Cllnllra has, 
" however, now completely flllll'n from this state of 
"prosperity. T he evils which hal'e been ou ti. 
"nulIlly accumulating upon it since it became n 
" province of Mysore hnve destroyed a grent pnrt 
"of it form er population, and rendered it r emain· 
to ing inhabitants as poor as tho e of the ueig h­
"bourillg countries. Its lands. Wllich are /lOW 

"saleable. are redu.ced to a I'ery small portion~ and 
"lie chiefly between the Cundnpoor and e hender­
.. gh erry rivers, autl within fil' e or six miles of the 
, sen. It is not to be supposed that the wh ole of 
(, thi tract can be so ld, but only th at salenble 
"Iantls nrc scatter~d ol'er part of it, thinn~ r in 
" some places Rntl thicker ill othrr~, particularly ill 
"the Mllngalore district. There is scarcely any 
" salt-able la110 eyen npon the sea coast, ally wh ere 
" to the northward o · C lllldapoo r, Of any wh erc 
" inlantl from Olle elld of Cnnllffl to tlte other, 

1209 
]210 
1211· 
12 12 
1213 
12 14 
1215 
1216 
1217 
1218 
1219 
1220 
1221 
1222 

15 
59 

110 
] 26 
103 
94 

12 
1'27 
141 
187 
32H 
382 
378 
395 

s.p. f. c. 

974 21 17 
2, ' 32 28 49 
5,3 fj '22 14 
7,637 27 51 
5,233 :10 17 
11,34~ 7 87 
6,0 15 7 31 
7,(156 1 ~ 60 
7,378 9 5l 

1.1,40 17 29 
18,535 3 1 14 
22,30)$ 18 26 
22,3-13 38 46 
27,355 14 37 

"cxcepting upon the bnnks of the Mangl1lore aCId - -- ------.---
"some of other great river. I n the vicinity of Total. 2,873 1,55,815 20 9 
"the ghlluts the lands flrc not only unsnleable but , 
"the greatest part of them is waste and ovcrgrown "Th . f 1 I has 
" with wooel." The Collector will rrport whether e pnce, 0 ant 
ill th is r espect any improl'ement has beenexperi. increa ed considerably, be­
cllced of latc yenrs in this state of the landed cause the . regulations of 
])I'ol'<'rty of Canarn. nnd whethcr private estates .... 
arc snleable in eve ry pnr~ of thc province. Government allow of 12 
p r cent. only to" be received as interest, wherea from 18 to 24 per 
cent. was extreme1y common previous to their introduction. The 
owners ofland, therefore, aware of this, exact a higher price for it. 

49. The following have been the sales in atisfaction of arrears 
of rent:-

Fuelics. No. of E tates. 
Amount of Sales. 

. Ps. f . c. 

)219 ............ 16 • • ,., II •••••••• 165 41 62 
1'220 .,., ..... .. ... 9 . ........... 108 24 47 
1221 •• t • •• •••••• 56 . .... '" .. .. 579 29 72 

Total. •.. ·8) 854 6 21 
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50. The following have been the sales' in satisfaction 0 

decrees of the omt:-

Puslics. No. of Estatt's. Amount of ales. 

1216 .. . ......... 3 ............ , 186 25 57 
1217 ....... ' ..... 19 ,. . ........... 3,321 24 60 
1218 .... ..... . . . 15 .... . " .. . ... 1,037 14 24 
1219 .......... , . 9 . . . ,.,. ....... 9 6 3 45 
1220 .. ..... . .. .. 8 " .... , .,. ... 978 12 GO 
1221 ............ 24 . . .. . ' ....... 1,372 4 70 
1222 .. . ... , .. ,. . 26 . .. ........ . . 3,131 ] 2 68 

Total .. , . 104 ........ , ... 11,013 4'1 2 
-==---

51. tatement G . ,'1 'L'L~ the information required by tbe 
Board, bough differing a little in form from those of Malabar. 
These examples are drawn from sales which have actually taken 
place, the average of which give 1] years' purchase. 

52. In reply to the quotation from Major Munro's letter 1"e·' 
gardinO' the state of landed property in Callara, it may safely be ad· 
vanced that the v~lue ofland has risen incc he quitted the provinee, 
both from the security enjoyed under the Company:s government 
and from the reduction of legal intere t. The following abstract f 
the sale of lands by la/oaks will. I hope, exhibit the information 
r quired by the Board in a sati factory mann r:-

Talooks. No. of E tntc·s. mount of nles in II year '. 

Mangalore .. ' ...... , 550 .. ........ 56,23G 34 f)7 
Bekul 525 

. 
42,749 20 45 . , ..... ....... ............. 

Buntwal ... . ... . .. .. .. .. 27~ ............. 23,105 ]5 60 
Barcool' . . .. .. . .. . .. .. . 396 .... .... ........ 16,479 40 Gf> 
Cundapoor. . .. " .... 176 .... .. ......... 5)52 0 51 
Onore .. t ............... 25 .. ............ 5,006 3 43 
AnkoJa .. .. ............. . 246 .. .. ""I' ...... 4, 6~ 2 ... 14 
Soonda ........ I' ......... 1 ) . ........... 361 6 34 
Bilghi ...... "I" ..... 39 • .......... t .. 6 1 4 

Total .... 2,573 ...... t ........ ]55,8]5 20 If) 

= 



103 

53. ' tatemellt II. exhibits th , information here required. In 
nlloglJ 1'M'(,S nl/d L i,CI'IlIt'.Y. my letter; under date the Gth February 

. P~. I '13, r recommend d the abolition of 
Aelunl for 1221. . 5,iJ8:l-4I ,2i 1 . 
E ttl. for 1222 .5,407-3-5 5 severa Item, on the plea dInt the con-

---- tributors, in consequence of the introduc-
1 i 5- 40- 51 tion of the land ' custom reO-illation 

Tlte (':pectr<,l deCTeB e un· ' ld b' b . ' 
tler lhi IIPucl of I'e\'cnu is wou e subj ected to a double demand. 
rrpl'c enteu to Bl'i -c from the In reply to my letter your Board disap-
au"ellrC' of some rl"rSOll~ who d f h d L' 
art' liaule to tlte taxes. prove 0 t e groun s lor exemption 

The Collertor mnst he desir- pointed out by me, but ob erved that I . 
C'd to furni ·h a pn, tictl lnr nc- I I I fi 
cOllnt. or ('nch itpm inc! ltd tl s lO U d . lerea tel' rec ive particular orders 
nndl'1' I his hl'nu oT l'C\'!'l1l1C', re. pecting personal an d professional taxes, 
and that if any hould be considered to be particularly oppressive 
tl lCY might be abolished 011 a proper r presentation. In conse­
quence of this I have not n.ttempted to collect the taxes numerated 
in the aforesaid letter, in the hop v that they will be nboli bed; for 
thOlJO'h everal others may UI.! termed vexatious and rather oppres-
ive, yet they have not beco.mc more so by the introduction uf the 
ll stom regulation in the manner these would be, were th y now to 

be in, isted upon . As their amount is small, and a they arise from a 
trade in articles already included in the tariff, I again beg leave to 
nrge their abolition , 

54. But that my replies may be rendered as complete as pos-
sible I shall here recapitulate the whole of the taxes which, I con­
'eive, olJO'ht to be abolished, with my reasons thereon, and in lieu of 
the revenue thus i'elinqui hed to recommend a light house and shop 
tax leviable at certain towns and populous places only, according to 
a method which, if the propo ition is approved of, shall be detailed 
hereafi(,J' . 

(1. ) S. Pagodas 1 2-3-68, II Kassin hurta," This is an ancient 
tax. 1 vied in the Rani of Beddenore's reign upon shroff's and bazaar 
men to cover a loss upon the exchange of pice sent from N uggur to 
the lowel' country to be returned in silver and gold coins. It should 
be commut d for a shop tax, and impartially levied. 

(2.) ::::;. Pagodas 11-19-74, " Buttoo Kaniki." Levied upon the 
merchants of the town of Mulki , being a gift formerly agreed by 
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them to be paid the pagoda, but which was usurped by the for­
mer governtnent. 

(3.) S. Pagodas 92-20-46, "Moguer Munday Annah." Thi 
may be changed for an impar~ial house tax. 

(4.) . Pagodas 6-40-14," Jansally Kutta." A tax formerly 
paid to exempt certain contributol' in the Mangalore and Bekul 
Talooks from t11e expense of forwarding coir to repair the publi 
building at Nuggur. . 

(5.) . Pagodas O· 6-34, " Pauni Terrighie." A trifling com-
pensation paid by one ryot for the 'use of water from a particular 
rivulet. 

(6.) S. Pagodas 3-11·47, "Ratti Kaniki." A· present from 
certain Moplas in the village of 0 01a1, Mangalore, to the former 
reigning goverpments . 

(7.) S. Paouclas 9- 15-8, "J utti Carack." See my letter bf 
5th F brnary ] 813. 

(S.) . Pagodas ] -3 1·40, "Moopen Kaniki." Similar to 
No.6. 

(13 .) \ . Pagodas 92-30-69, "Jooly Carnck." See letter of 
5th li'ebruary 1 13. 

(15.) S~ Pagodas 69-16-6, ., Pun Bile Carack." Ditto. 

(16.) S. Pagodas 27-1-74, "Choodavey CUTack.'-' Thi1) may 
be changed for a house tax. 

(17.) '. PaO'oda ]3-36-77, "Sugar-cane- tax." See letter of 
5th ~' bruary 1813. 

(J.) . Pagodas 52 -13-66," Wutgah Carack." This was 
Ie ied as a compensation for custom upon the produce of the ryots' 
estate.~ brought to market for ale, but as they now pay the regulru' 
cu toms in common with all others, this tax should, in my opinion, 
be abolished, although the amount be considerable. 

(19.) S. Pagodas 6-20-20, ., Chumar Carack." See letter of 
5th February 1813. 

(20.) Pagodas 81-39-17, "Teili Carack." See ditto. 

(21.) S. Pagodas 4-37-23,." Momeen Carack." Ditto . 

(22.) I. Pagodas 22-16-31, "'Coomba Carack." May be 
c1 \ged into a house-tax: 
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(24,) . PaIYoda 22-4-66," Nummuck Agger." This extra 
tax on ait-pan ought to be aboli heel, as it is a paymc.nt exclusive 
of the land tax, oriO'inatillg in a gift of Governm nt for permission 
to allow certain salt-palls to be worked. 

(2.5.) S. Pagodas 3-3-17, "Goode Carack." ee letter of 
5th February 1 13. 

(¥6.) S Pagoda 235-9-5 1, " Garden tax." A iti payable 
on fruit and vegetables, already exempted from customs, it sh uld, 
in my opinion, though rather considerable, be abolished. 

(27.{ . Pagoda 29-35-3, "Betel.leaf tax." ee letter of 
8th February ]813. 

(2.) S. Pagodas 251·0·26, "Dookan Carack." This was 
form erly a commutation tax levied in lieu of Cll tom upon the 
articles dealt in by the e hopkeeper; but as their goods are 
now ubjected every where to the general inland duty, the levy of 
thi tax operates as a double demand, and should be abolished. 

(J2.) . Pagoda 23-3~-29," Kaniar Carack." Thi may be 
I'e olved into a regular house tax, and levied in every talook instead 
of a few only. 

(33.) S. Pagodas 4-16-3 J, " Padely and rice tax." A small 
.' duty levied in two talooks only; the origin of which is not very well 

known, but being trifling in amount as well as partial should be 
abolished. 

(34.) . Pagodas 0- 25-57, " Fire-wood farm." Of a similar 
nature with the foregoing, and should be aboli hed. 

(35.) S. Pagodas 112-]6-6, "Bile Carack ." This is a vexa­
tious and unju t tax, originating formerly in voluntary alms given 
to a fakeer, and' from long continuance has been considered as a 
fixed revenue, though the object in which it took its ri e no longer 
exists. 

(36.) S. Pagoda 0-9-51, "Mendicant's tax." imilar to 
33 and 34. 

(37.) S. Pagodas 0-9-51, " Tax on tone carvers." Ditto ditto. 

(3.) '. Pal~oda 116-1-49," Kaki. haw Russoom." During 
he reiCY'u of Hyder Ali an order pa. sed to levy c...olltributioll fot'th 

11 JC~[ 
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u e of a fakeer 0 named, and payable by cultivators of the land. It 
being an oppre. sive and partial impo t I urged its abolition . 

(39.) S. Pagod,t 0-5-63," Tax on ilk dealer:' See letter 
f 5th Febl'Llary 1813. 

(40 .) . Pagoda 
f<1,mel'ly levied iu l ieu 
house ta . 

3-10-74, "Chunam Carack." This wa 
of customs, and may be changed into a 

(43 ) . PaO'oda 97-32-1 1," "r eighers' fee!' Thi origi-
nated in a cu tom of giving the weicrhers in a few talooks a handful 
of the produce weighed by theIn, which in time wns usurped by 

,the Sirkar, and should be abolished. 

(45.) •. Pagodas 163-3G-77," Wholoo Benna," the reoting 
the privilege of cutting pu blic hay. I urge its abolition , as by leav­
inO' it free the poorer cIa. E' S of ryots may thatch their huts or feed 
their attle at a less expense than when obliged to purchase it of 
a renter. 

(46.) S. Pag da,> 7-9-52," \Vanah Gavallah." or j ungle­
wood farm, proceeds from r ntinO' the privilecre of feHinO' t1mber in 
the Soopa district, whence it j!'; conveyed into the Mahratta country. 
\Vere this tax abolished the advantacres resulting from an iJl~reased 

dema.nd fo1' timb::!r, clearing the oopa district and extending its 
cultivation, would oon compensate the loss. It is surely a very im­
politic t..'tx to be p rmitted to obtain when the nature of the Soonda 
country is considered. 

(47.) S. Pacroda 26-2-46," Merasy Carack." This tax was 
originally levied from the ryots to pay polic and other officers, but 
has latterly been consid red as the. ricrbt of Government. As it i / 
pa.rtial and invidiou . it should be abolished. 

(4' .) S. Pagodas 2- 14-63, " Kurgofe Gootah," the privilege ·of 
ferrying pa senger acro the river or nullahs in Soond;1, and as 
it empowers an indivi ual situated in a r mote part of the country 
to oppress travellers, its abolition would open a channel of competi­
tion favourable to the inhabitant. 

55. The Board will please to observe that I am far from 
dc!;iring a relinquishment of so many taxes, amounting in 
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aggregat~ to Star Pagodas 2,323-12-17, without an equivalent being 
drawn from the inh!lbitant. in another and more impartial manner. I 
have not noticed such. ta es as may easily be commuted either into 
a shop, a house, or profe siooal tax; neither have I touched upon 
certain farms which, a,s they do not injure the community, may be 
permitted to obtain, such as the" terra japonica," honey farQ;J, 
"shark-fin f~lfm," &c., t.hough these and similar other petty farms had 
better be transferred, with your permission, to the lately established 
head of "Petty farms and licen es," when the village . taxes will 
consist of what I think they should always do, viz. a compensation 
to Government by those who do not contribute particularly by their 
wealth or labour 'for the protection they enjoy, collected under 
one or other of the foregoing heads. 

Arrack alul Toddy Farma . 
. 1' . 

ctual for 1221.. 9, I 05 15 5 
Estu. for 1222. . ,9 0 1457 

125 I 1 

56. This branch of revenue does 
not promi e to improve much, unless a 
greater n~mber of troops were stationed 
within the province. Any increase does 

The smAll decreRse nnrler this head of Revenue is attri­
buted to a want of competition Rmong the bidders in the Man­
galore Talook. The ht'sitl\tion of these persons to engl\ge in 
the rent is represented to arise from the losses and troubl('s 
to which they are exposed from the presence of the ZiIlRh 
Court. Mr. Read instnnces the case of RII tomjee Cowjee which 
hilS formed the sul>j ct of correspondence with the Board • 

. The BORrd are not prt'pl\red. to admit thnt the cllse of this 
person, however hard it may be to him individual\y, afford 
I\ny reasonable ground for the apprE.'hpnsions represented to 
be entertained. The appeal of ltustomjee Cowjee from the 
decision of the Zillllh Court was rejPcted by the Provincial 
Court only because it WIIS not preferred within the limited 
period. If the Provincil\l ourt hnd admitted the IIppeal, the 
BOllrd are disposed to believe thRt the originnl decree would' 
have been reversed. If a similnr case should occllr it will be 
Mr. Read's dnty to advise the party to appolll without de ny. 

not seem to me . 
very desirable 
unless it arose 
from an en· 
bane d sale price 
which might be 
attempted if a 
reduction takes 
place in the more 
important arti. 
cles of the land 
rent and salt. 

57. Thi~ is a branch of revenue the raising of which beyond 
J'trry Farm,. 

S.Ps . . 
Actual for 12~1. . 620 34 55 
Eetd. for 1222.. 597 7 31 

2,3 27 24 

A triiiDg decrease appeara 
under thl' b.ad which requires 

_ IHelilark, 

the most moderate rate of indiv.idual 
payment I have carefully avoided, for 
in a country so intersected with rivers 
and unfordable J;lUllas the obstacles w • 
they occasion should not be increased by 
frequent and heavy tolls. 
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The po lCY of renting out the £; rries has been frequently ili '­
cussed amoDO' the local al1~hol'ities ill Cauara, and were 1I0ne oth I' 

but the inhabitants of the country concerned ill cro, jng the rivers I 
should certainly recommend the ancient Merassi syst Ill , whereby 
many families procur u a livelihoou who are now at the mercy of 
tllP renters; but the neces ity which exists of providillg at all times 
of the night as well as uay for the crossing of troop~, tappa1 peons, 
and revenue servants has rend reu the pre en t mode more efficient 
for the purposes of Government, while the ancient Merassidars, who 
are willing, are always preferred as renters. The renters engage to 
pa pu bJic servants goinO' o'n duty free, also sepoys when they go 

, sinO'ly, but when a detachment or guard marches th1'ol.JO'h the pro­
vince a bill for the number of ri vers at the eStablished rates is dra WB 

out and recovered from the milt ary paymaster. 

58. The Board's proceedings being dated previous to the expi-
'1'obacco Ret'tmue. ration of Fusly 1222, it fir f become 

• Actual fOT 1221 .• 3 :5~~ 21 5 nece sary to correct the comparison exhi­
l~std. COl' 1222 ., 35,50(1 0 0 bited in the margin, the real decrease 

:~,042 21 ;; having been only Pagodas 184-5 ~ 12. 

The Boaru regret to ohsene 
the expected decrense undel' 
this head of Re\'enl1{" It is 
ascribed partly to the increased 
purchase price of the article , 
Imd partly to the expense of 
t'xtrn Sibbe'ndv, fhich. howcrel', 
1\11', Read hns reduwl hy dis­
lOi sing the A millS. The Bonrd 
approl'e of th is al'rangement 
lind of t.he distrihution of the 
peons amOllg the frontier 
chowki s, 1'I1r. Rrad has I C­

presentt'u t hc tohllcco rI1OI1('­
poly as olle of the canses thnt 
hep the !H'ople poor. Bpfore 
the BOllrd call subscribe to this 
opinion nnll recommelld any 
alteration in tht' rllte of 1 he 
monopoly it will be expedil'nt 
that Mr. nead should in­
form the Board how milch 
THore the necessary supply of 
tobacco costs an iudiyiJ unl 
under Ihe monopoly, IInu ~he -. ' 

This branch of revenue was so fully 
con iderecl in my report dated 21st Aug­
ust 1813, and my proposal for lowering 
the monopoly price ubsequ ntly a.cqui~ 
esced ill, that it only remains to l'''ply to 
that part of the Board's procc dings 
wherein-they require to know how much 
more the necessary sup_ply of tobacco 
co ts an individual under the monopoly 
tlran it did prior to the monopoly. 

59, The average information which 
I have collected gives 3 Madras fanams 
per month as the very least that will suf-
fi e a poor individual, and that previou' 
to the Company's governm~nt, when 
toba c wa rented out in a few populouS-



• 
ther in his opinion a reJuction 
of price would produce an 
augmentation of consumption . 
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place, only they could suppiy themselves 
for half that sum. In FusJ y 1209 this 
branch of revenue yielded only S. Pago­

das 11, 20-44-35, and, suppo inO' a much more to have been enjoy­
ed by the renters, it would amount to little more than half the 
present net revenue; consequently I am inclined to believe the p~~ 
pie pretty correct in stating that this article still cost them double 
what it did 14 years ago. The late reduction, however, has yielded 
the inhabitants univer al satisfaction, and I do not think any further 
decrease-\\-ill be necessary. Though the reduction oftbe monopoly 
price took place only on the 1st November last, I hnve reason to 
think that there will be an increased quantity of tobacco consumed 
in the course of the current Fusly. 

60. The observation of the Board do not require any palti • 
.dmeelldivi llet·enue. eular remark. I shall, therefore, only 

s. Ps. observe with re peet to these island , that for 1'221., ii ,90 1 11 23 
E 'td . . for 1222 . , 4,357 25 12 as their inhabitants are by the monopoly 

1,.5d'3 1 11 of their produce precluded from obtain. 

The dt'crea~e under this 
hend is lIttributed to the clear­
ness of the rict', to tbe levy of 
duty on the quantity of rice 
e. ported to the islands, lind to 
a deficiency in the produce 
owing to the want ofrllin. Rice 
is delivt'red to the inhllbitants 
at the rate of Rs. 2 per morn, 
in plIrt pAyment of the coir, 
whereas the nvcrage purchase 
priee of the rice arnounterl to 
Rs. 2 ~, occasioning n loss of t 
rupee on every morn of rice 
supplied. Under date the 8th 
A prillast, a reference was made 
to Government relative to the 
levy of customs on the quan­
tity of rice supplied to the in­
habitAnts, and His Excellency 
the Governor in Council ha 
been pleased to dirf'ct that the 
amount shall be refu ded, and 
tbAt the rice exported on aC'­
count of Government to those 

_.islands ,hAH not be subject to 
the p.YPlent of duty. 

ing more than the regulated urn for their 
coir, vzz, 25 Rupees per candy, that it 
hould be made optional to them to have 

the whole paid in rice or money at the 
fixed rate. Rice such as they u every 
seldom exe~eds 2 Rupee pel' mora, and 
I believe Fusly 1222 is the only year in 
which Government sustained any Joss. 
The foregoing indulgence of having their 
produce paid for entirely in rice or money 
is all that seems wantine' in the Revenue 
Department to make the islanders con­
tented, but they appear very anxious to 
have some person of competent authority 
appointed to settle trivial di putes among 
them withou the necessity of embarking 
for Mangalore to obtain justice. The 
revenue establishment con ists of a 
Monig~r, a Shanbogue, and 2 peons at a 
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monthly expense of S. Parrodas 9-0-0. The rormer comes' annually 
to Mangalore in Novemb r with the ih'st boats of the sea 011, and 
states any information he may have col1ected regarding the islallds. 
Their ~t ty is to expedite the dispatch of the produce, and to see 
that l1bne is dispo ed of to any vessels attempting to touch at the 
it.!ands for that purpose. 

61. The figures in the margin are now.corrected asfollows :-

Road CU8tom&. Actual for 12~], S. 1)s. 71,585 16 8 
. Ps. 

Actual for 1221..71,;)8.1 16 8 
Estd. for 1222 •• 5g,n57 23 37 

1 2,027 37 51 

In the 8th pRfRO'rnpb of his 
Il'tt(>r 1\1 r. Read states that the 
estimlltetl alllount of road 
c;u5toms for Fu ly 1222 is Pa­
gotlas .'i9,557-23-37. or a d~­
crense below the Rctual col­
lections of Fu~lv 1221 of . 
Pagodas 9, 82- 24-49, whieh 
would mnke the aclual col­
lections of l'usl)' J 2:.!.1 nmount 
to Pagodas 69,440-3-6 only. 
whtreas from the comparative 
stlltement enclosed in l\{r. 
Re"d'sletler it appears thnt the 
collections from customs in the 
Ill5t year amounted to PAgodas 
71,r; 5-16-8. 

The Colleclor is desi red to 
explain this difference. By the 
operation of the custom re­
gulation enacted in the IHst 
"(>1\r a great proportion of the 
duty which WRS formerly paid 
at the inland cu tom chow ies 
is now paid at the .sea Cl1stom 
house. Thi~, of course, le,l to 
diminution in the amount of 
land cUltoms aod to a propor­
tionate increase in the amount 
of sea customs. In his letter 
dated tbe 16th JRnuary lRst, 

r. ad explained that the 
interruption to trade occuiQn­
ed by the army aSllembled in 
the Drccao allO tended to 
dialini h the amount of the 
re,enue froO\ uBtoms. 

1 )itto fol' J 222, 
" 

66,730 20 14 

Difference. . •. 4, 54 40 74 

exhibiting a much smaller difference than 
I expected at tl:e time of completing my 
Jummabundy for 1222. This decrease 
J11ay confidently , be. attributed to the 
causes stated in my letter under date the 
16th January 1813. The road customs, 
however, being now regulated upon an 
uniform andliberal footing, promise to in­
crease hereafter, especially when the sea 
custom shall have been lowered. 

62. The only al'ticles su bject to the 
road duty which require to be parti­
cularly noticed here are pepper and betel­
nut prod~ced in Canara and expo~ted 
above the ghauts. The final regulation 
of their duties must, however, be deferred 
till a reply i given to t.he :Board's com­
munication on the customs, dated 22nd 
October last. 

63. The figures in the margin are 
now corrected as follows;-



Still Revenue. S.Ps. 
Actual for 12~ I. • 69,440 3 6 
Estd. for 12:l~ •• , . 5 ,500 0 0 

10,9-10;'} 6 

The.decrclI e under this helld 
of ReVl'nue is attributed chiefly 
10 the employment, by the 
Mysore Govl'rnment, of the 
salt delllers lind their cattle in 
('oIH'eying grain to the army 
in the Deccan, The Bonrd 
trust thRt the Collector's ex­
j,ectlltion of an increased snle 
in the ensuing Fusly will be 

• 
Actual for 1221 S. Ps. 69,440 3 6 
Ditto for 1222 " 67,3a6 41 51 

Difference.. 2,103 6 30 

'With r.egard to the expectations en­
tertained by me of an increa ed ale 
It'usly 1223, the sea on i not yet sufficient­
ly advanced to enable me tojudge,but the 
greatest care is now taken to pro)JOrtion 
the m'anufacture to the demand and to 

realized, and that he will give increase the net revenue. 
""ery attention to the improve­
ment of this importllnt branch 
of Re\'enue, The Collector 
will report the operlltion of the 
monopoly, and will state what 
it now co t8 An indi\'iouAl to 
8upply himse lf with snIt, and 
whnt it formerl v cost nn indi \'i· 
dunl, whether a"reduction in the 
monopoly price would he likely 
to be followed by An increased 
consumptiun of salt, alld ill 
what degree the pressttre of 
monopolies he alludes to fs "p' 

64. Having lately suceee ed in pro­
curing a reduction in the monopoly price 
of tobacco, to the uni ver al atisfadion of 
the people, 1 am happy that an oppor­
'tunity i here given me for urging a re-
duction in that of salt al o. That which 
I am about to propose is, however, only a 
partial, not a general, reduction. 

plicllble to the snIt monopoly, of). It is well knowll to the Board 
that the country south of Cundapoor produces but a small quantity 
of salt compar d with, the 'country to the northward, and that as 
the trade from My ore i carried on chiefly with Mangalore a large 
quantity is imported from the talooks of Ankola, Onore, and Cunda. 
poor annually. To meet this expen e it became necessary to ad­
V.Ulce. the price of such alt 5 Pagodas; when the general rate was 
fixed at 25 Pagodas it was raised to 30 Pagodas per garce at Man­
galore. Previous to the monopoly a alt depot had long ~n 
established at Buntwal ; but after a few year' experience, it being 
found expensive and abounding in many opportunities of frauds 
and peculations, your Board consented to its abolition, and the 
traders, leaving their cattl there for the sake of better forage, noW' 
convey the salt they purchase at Mangalore in boats to Buntwat. 
They could formerly purcha eat Buntwal Canara salt for 22 P 
clUJ Goa. salt ' f()f 25, and Arabian salt for 27 Pagodas pet .D1I~." 

c '~rhey can now purchase Callara salt only at 30 Pagodas per 0:1:«; 




