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The figures in bold type shew soil and water separately, while the other figures

shew the combined rate
























































































APPENDICES. 451

obtain & correct survey record. The Governor in Council has therefore insisted
that before any re-classification of soil is permitted, the reasons should be fully
explained by the Survey Department and that no such operations should be com-
menced without the express sanction of Government. It has been found, however,
that in some districts a partial or even a complete re-survey and re-valuation was
inevitable. The reason of this is that in the first years of the Revenue Survey the
work was too imperfect to be accepted as a standard. The classification of soils
adjudged to be culturable was faulty. The value of the richer soils was under-
estimated and that of the poorer soils over-estimated, and the extremes of the scale
were not adjusted to the difference in productive capacity It was found on revision
that to obtain a just standard of relative value it was necessary to raise the better
soils and to lower the poorer soils about one class, or 2 annas in the rupee scale.
Again, the appreciation of the vast area then lymg out of cultivation was rough and
indiscriminating, so that large plots of easily cultivable land were thrown into survey
numbers and left unassessed under the nume of *“ pét-kharab.”

14. Therefore, since the commencement of operations for revision in the Poona
district in 1867-1868 1t has been incumbent on the Government, in the interest of the
public revenues, to sanction for each tract brought under revision such extent of
re-valuation as was proved to be necessary, amounting n some tracts to a partial
re-measurement and re-classification and in others to measurement and classification
de novo. As the early settlements have nearly all expired, the revision is almost
complete in those areas in which a virtually new survey was necessary. The work
will be in future confined to partial re-measurement and re-valuation, and when this
is completed, re-measurement and re-classification will cease altogether to be opera-
tions attendant on a revision of assessment.

15. Moreover, as the revised survey record 1s sufficiently correct for the
purposes of a standard, His Excellency the Governor in Council has resolved that
1t shall be accepted as final and not subject to any future general revision. This
resolution secures from any further general alteration of the valuation of land for
revenue purposes the whole of the Southern Maratha districts, except a few talukas,
and the greater portion of the Deccan. In the districts of Ratnagin and Kanara,
in which original settlements are still in progress, the work of the survey 1s sufficiently
accurate to admit of the extension of the same guarantee to them. The power of
Government to direct a re-valuation of soils will therefore be exercised almost solely
in the province of Gujarat, the districts of Thana and Kolaba, and in Khandesh and
Satara ; and in these it is beheved that a partial re-survey will suffice.

16. Before leaving this part of the subject it is necessary to speak of the arable
land which under the name of ‘ pdt-kharab” was included unassessed in survey
numbers at the early settlements. This Government has been inclined ever since
1874 to leave the profit of bringing such land into cultivation to the occupant. But
it was found that the area thus treated in the eaily settlements was so large that to
forego assessment of it would occasion an unjustifiable sacrifice of the claims of the






































