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130. These accounts show that on an average Manotidars only took
10 per cent. per annum on their advances ; but this by no means shows
their actual profits as will be presently seen.

Originally the Manotidars of Chowmehla were allowed to charge
interest at two annas in the rupee or 12} per cent. per annum on cash
advances ; in onc Parganah this is still adhered to, but in the other three
the rate has risen to over 164, 24, and 27 per cent. )

131. The transactions in produce show several devices favourable to
the Manotidar, and these profits do not appear in the accounts. For Grain
acvanced a rcturn is expected of a quarter more ; this is general and legi-
timate as the quarter extra is a set off for the trouble and loss occasioned
in the storing of Grain, of which the cultivator is relieved. This arrange-
ment is termed * Sewai Bari.”

The average of the prices for Grain credited to the cultivators’ accounts
has, as compared with Bazar Prices, been generally to their detriment ; in
one Parganah, it was as much as 214 per cent. yet in another it rose to
nearly 9 per cent. in thewr favour.  Besides this, the Manotidar claimed a
further discount on the price, which varied from 4} to 124 per cent.; thus,
exclusive of the *Sewai Bari,” the cultivator, by dealing with the Manot:-
dar, lost from 9 per cent. to 34 per cent. in three of the Parganahs, whereas
in the fourth, though he granted nearly 5 per cent. discount, he has gained
nearly 9 per cent. in the price, and has thus heen a net gainer of 4 per cent.
In Ooium dealings, prices have varied from 7 per cent. against 1} per cent.
in favour of the cultivator ; but in crediting this produce it 15 customary to
mulcy, the cultivator of a portion under the name of “Ilath Bharai” or
handful, which has varied from 1} to 7} per cent., and in addition to this
there is the discount on the price in two Tchsils, which has come to nearly
1} and 34 per cent. respectively.  The net result has been that in "achpahar
the cultivator has lost 16 per cent., in Awar 1 per cent., in Dug 8} per cent.
and in Gungdhar 10§ per cent., by dealing with the Manotidars.

132  Altogether, then, the Chowmehla cultivator pays on the one hand
from 12} to 27 per cent. for his Cash advances, and on the other hand he
loses in the shape of o handful and discount on the prices of his produce
from 1 to 16 per cent. on Opium, and from 9 to 34 per cent. on Grain,
though in one Parganah he has gained 4 per cent. on Grain,

133. The cultivators of this District commenced the year 1881.82
with a cash debt of rather more than a half year’s revenue. The year was
not a favourable one ; the price of Opium had fallen much the year before,
and had continued at a low figure, the rains had not been altogether favour-
able, and the Grain Harvests in consequence not good. Under these cir-
cumstances, the Pachpahar cultivators increased their' debt by 214 per cent.
and about doubled their grain debt. I may sey in passing that I believe
this result to pe due more to the very unsatisfactory relations between the
Manotidars and Assamis of this Parganah than to any other cause. Manoti
matters are worse in this Parganah than any other, and require the imme-
diate and careful attention of the Durbar,
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6. Patell Rasum ..@ 0 1 0 a Bigah

7. Patwari Rasum w.@ 0 1 0 "

8. Gaon Kharach ..@ 0 2 0 o

9, Biaz Kasar .@ 0 0 6 inthe Rs on all the above.
10. Izafa ... @ 0 1 0 inthe Rs. on all above.

11. Bhains Barar « @ 1 8 0 percent. on all above.

12. Mukata Izafa .. @ 0 0 6 inthe Rs. on all above.

13. Tambar S 1926 «. @ 17 0 0 per cent on the whole.

229.  The last item of all these was a gencral enhane¢ment levied by
the orders of the late Chief, and has alrcady been referred to in former
reports as being charged for the purpose of clearing off the State debts.
Some of these cesses, such as those for the payment of Patells and Pat-
waries, and Bhains Barar or grazing fees, have a meaning: others like Bega-
ri, Barar and Akhrai have no meaning beyond the giving of a name to
an enhancement.  The cesses varied somewhat in name and number not
only in the different Parganahs, but sometimes in the villages of the same
Parganah, but everywhere they were numerous and formed a considerable
part of the revenue rate.

230. Though, as stated above, Raj Rana Zalim Singl’s Rent Rates
continued nominally unaltered up to the time of the present Settloment,
yet they had actually been much changed by three means—

(1) Wrong measurcments.
(2) Misappheation.

(3) Various kinds of remissions granted by local officials.

231. No general measurement of the nine Parganahs of Central Jhalla-
war had been made since A.n, 1805, but at d'fferent times, and by various
persons, measurements of the several parts had been carried on, and it is
probable that the lands of every village had been mcasured at least twice,
and those of scveral many times more, the measuring rope on such occa-
sions was lengthened or shortened at will ; the result on the rates was ap-
parcnt. At such times the rates were applied by men of little standing, and
as little experience, and were in consequence, through improper influence
or ignarance, misapplicd, and the rate for one kind of land was charged
on another.

232, Tutil recently, the local officials had been in the habit of granting
remission on various pretexts, somne of which are here noted—

(1.) Rum chut.

(2.) Parrat chat.

(3.) Hakat chut.

(4.) Dutta chut.

¢(5.) Bhal mansia chut.

No. 1, as ifs name implies, is really a revision of the rent rate, and
fould have only been granted by the written order of the Durbar, yet local
fficials usurped this authority. Nos. 2 and 3, though bearing different names,
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Statement showing the distribution of the Revenue in the Chowmehla District.
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