




















ASSESSMENT REPORT

OF TALSILS
ALWAR, BANSUR, AND THANA GIAZI

ALWAR STATE.
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CHAPTER 1.

1. Assessmont operations have already heen complefed in nine out of ihe
twelve talicils of the Alwar State. The
proposals for the four eastern {ahsils—
Kishengarh, Ramgarh, Govindgorh and Lachmangarh—were sanctioned in the
Foreign Department letier No. 2698-1., dated 26th Reptember 1598, and the
villago assessments were given out by me in October 1595, with effect from that
kharif harvest. The 127} khalsa estates concerned accepted the new jumas
without appeal or objection.  Nimilarly the proposals for the ve-assessment of
the next group of five tahsils—Tijara, Babror, Mandawar, Katumlar and
Rajgarh—were sanctioned by the Foreign Departuient letter Noo 2783.1. A,
dated 26th September 1899, and the village assessments were announced by me
in October last with effect from kharif 1599, Of the 619 khalsa estates in
these tahsils, all but two at once aceepted responsibility and signed the engage-
ments to pay the mew demand, and the two estates which at first held out
gave in their agreements within a week or two.

Introduction.

2. The new jamas given outin October 1898 had been eollected in full in that
kharif and the following rali harvest,
though the year was an indifferent one.
The year which has just closed, 1599.1900, has been the most disastrous since the
great famine of 1877-7%, and thougsh the severe scarcity in Alwar never rose to
thie piteh of actual famine, it was found impossible to collect in full either the
new assessment in the nine tahsils mentioned, or the old assessment in the
remaining three tahsils.  After a cum proportionate to the circumstances of
each estate had been collected, the State sllowed the balance to remain over
as suspended revenue.  Further information as to the revenue history of
the year will be given in Chapter 1, but it may be convenient to here snm up
.the financial results for the nine tahsils already dealt with.

Summary of financial results up to date.
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Thus the enhancement in these nine tahsils amounts to Rs. 1,45,337, or
if we add the commutation dues on mqfi holdings—Rs. 1,759 in the four eastern,
and Rs. 1,766 in the five tahsils of Tijara,ete., which prior to the new assessment
had been included in the land revenue demand, but will in future be separately
levied, the total enhancement works outas Rs. 1,18, 863, or almost exactly 10
per cent. on the old demand.

3. The present report deals with thethree remaining tahsils, viz. Alwar (Cen-
tral), Bansur (Western), and Thana Gbazi
(South-Western). T'he data on which the
calculations are based are those of the year 1898-99, when the papers of these
tahsils were attested, but wherever necessary the tigures of 1he present year
1899-1900 as far as available have also heen shown for purposcs of comparison.
Thesystem of working isthesameasthat deseribed in paragrapi 2 of last year's
report. These three tahsils are contiguous, each touching the other two. Their
boundaries and leading natural features are shown in the map attached. The
Alwar tahsil, which is the largest and most important of the twelve, occupies the
centre of the State, and is the only one which does not touch foreign territory.
The capital, Alwar city, has a most central situation on the Rajputana-Malwa
Railway, 16 milés south of Riwari and 87 northh of Bandikui. Bansur is
bounded on the west by the Kot Putli pargana of the Khetri Raja, a feadatory
of Jaipur; the Sahibi nadi forming the boundary for ncarly the whole length,
Thana Ghazi runs with Jaipur territory on the west and south.

Tahsils now dealt with.

4. Inspite of their contiguity these three tahsils have little in common
except as regards the hil! villages which
are fairly uniform. Alwaris scparated
from Bansurand Thana Ghazi by a
chain, or rather a series of parallel chains of sandstone or limestore hills rune.
ning from the trijunction of the Alwar, Bansur, and Mandawar tahsils on the
north for a distance of about 50 miles to where the Thana Ghazi and Rajgarh
tahsils join on to Jaipur territory at Baldeogarh on the extrems south of the
State. This range, which is an oflshoot of the Aravalis, varies in breadth
from 5 to 15 miles, and rises to a height of 2,300 feet at Rajor, the trijunction
point of Alwar, Thana Ghazi and Rajgarh. The hills rise boldly and abruptly
from the plains on both sides, presenting an almost impassable wall of rock,
often bare of vegetation or only sparsely covered with a thin erowth of dhaw
(boswillia thurifera), dhalk (bulea frondosa), salar (anogeissus lufifolia),
chonkar (prosopis spicigera). Where however the hills are preserved by the
Btate as fuel (banni) and fodder (rund) reserves there is a fair growth of the
above shrubs and in places of the bamboo, gular or wild fig ( ficus virgata)and
bargat (ficus bengalensis) on the hillside, and of éabul (acucia arabiica), khair
(acacia katechu), chonkar, jund or jemt, tamarind (imli) in the raviney land
at their feet besides the very comwon shrubs pilu or jhat (salvadora), ber
(zizyphus jujuba)., Thiz eentral range in its length through these tahsils has
only a few openings throngh which carvt-traffic can pass, viz., (1) the Alware
Thana Ghazi road through Sariska along the valley of the Ruparcl, and the off-
ghoot from the latter valley throuszh which a road runs through Tallrichh te
Narainpur, and (2) the Inong narrow valley which rans up from the reav of the
Siliserh dand to Hajipuy and Hamirpur in Bansur. ‘ihere are b or 6 other
passes over the hills whick are practicable only for foot passenzers. This central
range is the dominating feature of these tahsils and in fact of the entire State.
It abounds in wild animals and the communications of the Bansur and Thana
Ghazi tahsils which lie west of it, with the railway running north and south
through®tlie centre of the State. are hampered not only by the physical difficuls
ties of the routes, hut also by the depredations of tigers, panthers, ete., which
render the roads dangerous especially at night, ‘

Description of the threo tahsils. Mount-
ains.

5. From the central range the Alwar tahsil slopes away gontly to the east
the drainage being carried off cast towards
Bbharatpur by the two torrential stregmge—
the Chuhar Bidh from the north, and the Ruparel which finds its way through
the main opening in the hills from Thana Ghazion the south. Ihe western por-
tion of Alwar from the crest of the hills up to tho railway has marked hilly

Situation of Alwar tahsil.
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0. The incidence of the present and proposed land revenue per acre of culti-

Comparison of incidence of taxa. vVation, and per head, as compared with

tion with adjoining tracts. adjoining tracts in Alwar, Jaipur, Bharat-
pur and the Punjab is shown in the following table :—

Incidence
Name of teact. Particulare Remarks,
Peor acre of Por huad of
oultivation. yojulations
Ra. As. P.|Rs. As. P.
Present aas ] 2 9 6 2 3 9 v Excuding
Alwar ... e vor Alwarcity Ns,
Pl'(:posed see aos 2 12 6 2 ] 3 3-3'5.
Present i wl| 1 10 9 2 9 6
Bansur ...{
Proposed .. | 1 13 6 2 13 ¢
Present e 6 6 0 31 0
Thana Ghazi i
Prﬂpuwd (Y1) . ue sen
Alwar ... wo. | Eastern tnhsils (1898) ... 2 12 6 4 6 O
Gurgaon district ... - 1808 w| 1 & 6 1 131
Punjab 00 Y " 1898 ”0r 1 2 0 16 1
Bharatpur vas ... ! Contral tahsils (1899) 2 8 6 3 9 0
Jaipur ... vor L 1895-96 36 3 3 11 2

T'has the incidence of land revenue per head of population in these tahsils,
though more than double that of the Panjab in 1808, is not excessive judged
by the Native State standard. The incidence per cultivated acre is fairly low
in Bansur, moderate in Alwar, and for reasons already given extraordinarily
high—viz., 5-6-0 per acre—in Thana Ghazi.

10. The leading physical features of each tahsil may now be considered in
more detail. It should be explained that
the standard of measurement throughout
the State is the Shahjahani bigha, which is the square of a chain 165 feet in
length, and therofore contains 3,025 square yards or five-eights of the statuteacre.
Each tahsil and even each pargana hasits own loeal standard, but the adoption
of the Shahjahani bighe at the survey of last and present settlements has
gradually ousted all such local variations.

ALWAR.

11. Alwar is the central and by far the largest of the 12 tahsils in the State,
covering an arca of 669 square miles, of
which however 1565 square miles including
nearly all the hills on the west are State property-——fuel and fodder reserves—
98 square miles are inclnded in the 69} jagér and mafi villages which are
scattered all over the tahsil, but are most numerous in the southern portion,
while 816 square miles are included in the 1567} khalsa estates. Of these latter
b are held in jaidad, t.e., the revenues are allotted to the ladies of the palace
for their maintenance, but for all other purposes they are treated as khalsa
estates, Two estates, Sonawa and Khora close to the city which are irrigated
from the Siliserh lake, are under the management of the canal department,
These and the ¢sfamrari village of Chureti have been kept outside the assess-
ment operations and are not included in the total of 1674 kAalsa estates. This
number will now be increased to 1624 by the splitting up of the large village
of Bahadarpur into § separate estates and by the formation of a new estate in the
bhamlet known ds Bheodanpura close to the Siliserh lake.

- Of the total #kalsa area 54'5 por cent. (including petty mafis)is under culti-
vation, 28 per cent. is under hills, 11 per cent. is * other unculturable” and 11'5
r cent. is culturable. Thereis consequently not much room for cultivation to
expand, as the culturable land is not more than sufficient for grazing require-
ments. If weadd to the State runds the hills in possession of the villagers,
one-third of the total area will be found to be covered with hills.

A—4
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The main range which occupies ali th? w%stelzin pqxg,ign ofdt!xte tahslxrl ]1(1.:213
; heer: alrea esoribed, and 18 geologic

¢) Hills and vatloys. formation 13’ explained in pages 177188

of Major Powlett’s Gazotbeer. The highest points in this tahsil are the Alwar
Fort overlooking the city—1,960 feet, and the Sira Bas Hill—6 miles due west
of Alwar—2,131 feet abovosea level, These hills enclose several valleys (¢hhinds)
with a considerable area ot cultivation which is fertilised by the washings from
the limestone and quartzite. These are (1) tho Behroz valley on the north.-wcst
with 4 villages adjoining the Mandawar tahsil to which it topographically
belongs and in which it was formerly included. As these villages are isolated
from Alwar by a lofty range of hills, and can only be approached from that
side by a precipitous pass, it has been proposed to re-include them in Mandawar;
(2) the Dadikar vailey which runs from the west of the Alwar Fori past the
"Pehrpur dand up to the village of Dehra, and in which the Chubar Sidh stream
has its origin; (3) the Siliserh valley which runs north-west to Sera Bas from
the rear of the Siliserh dund and contains 6 villages. (4) The Kalikhol valley
which strikes west from Akbarpur on the Thana Ghazi road and runs between
high hills for some miles, but includes only the single Zk«lsa estate of Kali-
khol. () The famous Bara valley through which the Ruparel stream from
Sariska in Thana Ghazi runs for a length of 10 miles before it debouches into
the plains at a narrow opening in the hill range at Bara. This contains besides
the Thana Ghazi village of Sariska the four fertile villages of Indok, Khushal-
garly, Madhogarh and Dharampur; while an offshoot through which a stream
from the Bansur side joins the Ruparel contains the two small villages of Kasla
Jhara and Nangal Heri. Two villages, Kairaska and Dabli, are situated on the

high tableland. These have no wells, and are deserted after the autumn harvest
is reaped.

Generally speaking all the villages on the west of tlo tahsil lying bet-
ween and under the hills are rather similar in character to Thana Ghazi. They
have usually a fertile and stiff soil, which where irrigation is sutlicient yields
two crops in the year, viz,, bajra or maize followed by wheat or barley. They
have, however, suffered most heavily from the recent drought as the wator loyel
is very deep, and the wells being fed rather by percolation from the upper layers
than by springs from below dry up more rapidly than in the Plains to the east
The drainage from these hills, which is very considerable, is partly held up by
irrigation dams at Bahroz, Chandauli, Tehrpur, Siliserh and its adjuncts Umlz'any
Dharampur, Akbarpur, Baleta, etc., which will be referred” to f u’rther on.
Noue of these dams but the Siliserh has any large irrigating capacity, and mo 6
of the water is carried off by the Chubar Sidl, Ruparel and their trif)l,l‘tarie? "

Besides the main range of hills there aro several scatter
and east., The chicf of these is the range that enters
from Kishangarh, and runs south-west up to the rail way line at Jatia i
forms the western boundary of the Baliadurpar pargana and drains nf‘ ] t
the Bajhera band and thence on to Ramgarh tabsil, The hill draina ey m?o
beneficial to the (villages of this pargans, which have a soil fertile b:f:e tl;?ﬁveld
requiring heavy rainfall or abundant irrigation. On the east side some s'x t o
hills enter the tahsii from Ramgarh. The land on the slopes is ‘sz‘md 8&1 : ‘er.ed
they have no influence on the cultivation. &1 GLlieriwIsn

ed ridges on the north
the talisil on the north-cast

On the south-cast of the tahsil a narrow ridge of hills
Rajgarh and runs north-east to Ghat in the Luchxﬁang
range the soil is uneven sandy jungle loeally known
mferior bhur cultivation is found here and extends in J¢

: . . , ; ong narr i
towards Malakhera. There is also a good deal of uneven sand; ‘;'Oz”lems s
extreme north along tho railway line in the villages lying between Gh ?ln o
Jatiana where L{xe hills on both sides approach the railway This ho'o?e:’L i
clean fertile 80il, and though light in texture is much ; L, 1
bhur superior o the ordinary

The soil of the tahsilas a whole is decidedly superior,
(¢} Boila recorded as chiknot,

, tiyar, 7 per cent. ng
per cent. as bhur I1. The best soil is found x?orth of the

penetrates from
arl‘n tahsil. Close to this
as bikar ; and most of the

29 per cent. being.
63 per cent. ag .mag
bhur 1, and only 1
Ruparel and here
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the ekiknot and mattiyar are so nearly akin in composition and productive

ower as to be scarcely distinguishable. The villages south of the Ruparel in
the Malakhera pargana have a considerable area of bhur, little chiknot, and the
mattiyar is rather light though fertile emough and with sufficient rains capable
of growing gram and oilsceds after an autumn crop.

The course of the two main streams—the Chuhar Sidh and Ruparel and
their tributaries—is shown in the ma»
attached. The Ruparel has some wate
throughout the year; all the other streams are in flow only in the rains.

(d) Btreams.

The Chuhar Sidh takes its rise among the hills about 8 miles north-

) west of Alwar city in the uninhabited
estates of Madarpur close to the shiine
of Chuhar 8idh, a famous loeal Saint or sage after whom it is named.

(1) Chuhar 8idh,

1t runs due east for 4 miles where it is joined by the streams from Ghatla
through the Chandauli band and from Basai Jagta in Kishangarh which bring
down the drainage of the northern villages. It thus takes a southern course
and before crossing the railway close to Jatiana is joined by another important
tributary from the Tehrpur band. Thence it runs south-east in a deep bed as
far as Bahala, from which point it spreads out and inundates the villages of
Chaprara, Bahala, Nangla Baujir, Bagar Meo and Bagar Rajput, in all of which
it forms excellent dakri or flooded land, before it enters the Ramgarh tahsil at
Bamni Khera. For its subsequent course see paragraph 8 of report on eastern
tahsils. Up to Bahala the Chubhar Sidh and its tributaries being confined in
deep channels do not irrigate by overflow, but they have some good kkatil; cul-
tivation in their beds, aided by dhers and dhenklis. The construction of the
Tebrpur band has cut off one of the largest tributaries of the Chuhar Sidh and
gave cause of complaint to the villages of Alwar and Ramgarh which are bene.
fitted by the Chuhar 8idh floods and asscssed aceordingly. The interests of
these villages should be considered before any further interference is made with
the Chubar Sidh or its affluents. '

The Soth nale rises in Dasula close to the Dig road five miles east of
(33 Soth nals. Alwar. Tt receives the drainage from the
hills around Alwar, and according to local
tradition the floeds held up by the Partab band below the Alwar fort find their
way thither by a subterranean channel. It runs due east and is rcinforced by
the drainage of the Agiyara ruad and the large arca of flat kallar or kaur to
the south. The flood water is partly held up by the bands of Kamalpur and
Dhadholi constructed as relief works in the famine of 187778, but these are now
out of repair, and the advantage of restoring them is doubtful asthe water
damages the land by bringing out the saline «fllorescenee known as reh.  The
floods, however, fill some depressions, raise the water level and form some dahri
land in these villages, as well as in Sankla, Agiyara and Kala "Mecha, whence
they run north to Bagar Rajput, where they have sterilised g considerable
area, thence ato the Ramgarh tahsil at Gugrod, and finally join the Chuhar
8idh in P.mgarh.

The Ruparel has the largest catchment area (estimated at £82 square

(3) Ruparel. miles up to the point where it leaves this

tahsil) and the greatest irrigating capacity

of the Alwar streams, but owing to the provision which prohibits any interference
with its free flow into the Bharatpur Stato during the four rainy months—10th
June to gth October— the benefits derived from it by the Alwar State are not
commensurate with its importance, Ithas its origin in a spring at the temple
of Ude Nath under the hills in tho deserted villuge of Todi Nijran, six miles
to the south-east of Thana Ghazi town, and after a circuitous course of about 10
miles through thattahsil enters the Alwar tahsil nt Indok. At Sariska just
before it leaves Thana Ghazi it is dammed from 10th October to 9th June by a
temporary band, a channel from which affords some  irrigation to Sariska and
Indok, and this irrigation is a standing source of litigation between these vil-
lages. From Indok it runs betwéen the hills in a north-easterly or easterly
direction, absorbing all the local drainage for a distance of 10 miles, when it
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total cultivation, but of this only 2 por cent. is usually and *5 per cent. oc_casion
ally flooded from bands ov streams, while b per cent. is na/ri and no less than 5
per cent. is dahri barishi, i.c., more or less benefitted by hill drainage.

The rainfall is thercfore the most important factor in agriculture. The
ficures will be discussed in detail in para-
U} Sntniadl graph 14.  The tahsil enjoys a decidedly
good rainfall for Rajputana. For the 24 years, 1876-77—1599-1900, the average
as recorded at Alwar city comes to 2730 inches with a minimum of 13-30
inches in the famine year 1877-78 and a maximum of 4186 inches in 1879-€0.
In six years the amount has fallen short of 20 inches, while in four it has exceed-
ed 39. 'The rainfall of Alwar city, which, though in the centre of the tract,
lics close under a high range of hills that attract the rain clouds, is not fairly
representative of the tahsil as a whole. The rainfall decreases rapidly as we
proceed to the level plains on the east. Thus at Lachmangarh 20 miles south-
east of Alwar the averaze is only 16:73 inches, and at Ramgarh 13 miles to
the north-east 18:59 inches. 1 chould put the average at Alwar as 25 inches
in the tract west of the railway, 21 inches in the tract east of it,  As the pre-
vailine soil is a stiflish loam or eliy, a rather hewvy and well distributed
raifall is required for successful arawi cultivation. Given such rain
the «oil produces first-rate crops—jawar and Jajra in the Lharif, oilseeds
and especially gram in the »abi. If the monscon rains are prolonged so as
to moisten the soil for rabi sowingzs, a wood dedd of the barani land is sown
with gram or sarson as a seeond crop alter the bejra has been veaped.

About 17 per cent. or one-sixth of the cultivation is profected by wells,
The well water is generally exeellent—92
per ecnt. of the wells being returned  as
sweet or hard, and only 8 per cent. as bitter or feliya.  The latter wells irrig.
ation from which unless aided by a copious rainfall de‘eriorates the soil are
generally found in the vidages along the Dig Road from Dasula fo Bagar
Rajput, especially in the great kellar plain adjoining the Agivara »ead, sndin a
few villages elose to Bahadurpar, #iz., Mundia Khera, Pilwa, Kakealn, where
the results of irvigation inrecent years have been particularly destructive.  The
water level ranges fron 80 feet in hill villagzes on the south-cast to 15 feet in
villages elose to the Ruparel or Siliserh eanals. The average for the tahsil s
42 feet, while the average depth of water is only 14 feet. These figures are
based on the re urns of 1=99-1900, hut the drought of the last veiwr has still
further reduced the water-supply, and further crippled the irvicating eapaciry
of the wells throughout the talisily but especially on the west tow.ands the hills.

(7) Wells.

The northiern portion of the tabsil lies in the Mewat, and over half the
khalsa villages are held by Meos chiefiy
of the Nai, Pundlot and Sineal elans, a
sturdy race of good if not first-vate caltivators.  The southern portion of the
tahsil is held chiefly Ly Jats) Gujars, Brahming and Thakurs, ail of whom
except the latter ave good or fair cultivators.  Agricultural communicies are on
the whole strong and cohesive, but many of thent were badly shakea by the
great famine of 1577-78 and subsequent revenue maladministration.

(%) Agricultural population.

Communications leave little to be desived.  The Rajputana Malwa Rail-
way ruus right down the centre from north
to south, a distance of 30 miles, and, in
addition to the two main stations at Alwar and Malakhera, there are flae stations
at Parisal and Maha,  From aAlwar a fairly good metalled voad runs east to
Dig with a branch, also metalled, striking off north to Ruamgarh.  Another
metalled road coniects it with Thana Ghazi on the south-east.  This work, an
admirable piece of engineering through a most ditlicult couniry, has been com-
pleted by the Statu Engineer within the last few years, and has been of great
value in opening up the remote and hitherto isolated Thana Ghazi talisil,

() Communication,

BANSUR.
12, The Bansur tahsil covers 10°6 per cent. of the tofalgre: of the State.
(a) General description. Its boundaries are clearly delined by the

high mountain range along the east and
‘the Sahibi stream along the west boundary. The features of the western

A—D
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slope of the mountain chain aro similar {o those of the eastern slope already
described in the case of Alwar, with one radical difference that the bill streams
on this side usually bring down sandy deposits.  The width of tho range in this
tahsil is less than in Alwar, but it inereases steadily from north to south, and
splits up into two or even three parallel chains enclosing picturesque and
fertile vallpys, which contain the fine estates of Chinde, Dhamlaka Bas, Ram-
pur, part of Hamirpar and Hajipur, Ghat, Likhri, Kharka Kalan, Baira Bas,
ete.

One village Raika Mala (Mala=platean) is situated on the hroad plateaun
where the range enters Thana Ghazi, but like the Alwar valley similarly
situated, it has no wells and is goncerally deserted after the autumin harvest is
reaped.

The south-east portion of this range drains through the Baira Bas valley
. _ _ into the Ruparel, which it jeins at Khush-
ti(()g‘bramago Hngs md COmTREIET algarh (see Alwar),and a Lranch from the
Alwar-Thana Ghazi  road runs up this
valley and gives a rather circuitous and diflicult communication between
Alwar and Narainpur. The drainage of the Chinde and Dhamlaka Bas
valleys on the extreme east runs south through the Sira Bus vailey (see Alwar)
into the Siliserh brwd and avough hut faivly direct road up this valley which joins
the Alwar-Thana Ghazi road near Umran is the chiel means of communication
between Alwar and the eentre of the tabsil, 272, Rampar, Hajipurand Buansur.
The only other road connecting the tahsil with the railway at Khairthal and
Alwar is a roundabout and indifferent route which skirts the northern base of
the mountain range near Teharpur and runs on 7id Mataur 1o Klairthal and
Alwar,  This is the most popular as the two routes alrewdy doeseribed are barely
pussable for eart traflic and the tracts through which they pass are the home of
tigers and panthers, The wall of 10ck on the et boundary is thercfore a
terrible barrier to faeility of commuuications, and though the town of Bunsur,
which lies in the centre of the tahsil, is only 20 miles in a direet live from tho
railway at Khairrhal and 16 from Alwar, in practice the distance may be
taken as half as much again,

There are a few other scatiered hills or ehainsof hills at Tarsora on the
north-east and Khori on the west, and a
narrow ridge about five miles in leneth
on the north-west rans from Mocori paraliel with the Salibi stream south to
Buteri.  Frow the slopes and base of these hills too, volumes of sand ave washed
down by the aunual rains, or dispersed by the high winds. The only other
hill worthy of mention is the bare lofty range which enters the tahsil {rom
Thana Ghazi close fo Narainpur on the south-west and forms the boundary with
Jaipur up to Barugaon, where it culminates ina peak 2,612 feet high, 1 hese hills
being formed of black quartzite or limestone, do not wash down sand and the
land at the base 1s a stifl blackish clay capable of growing two crops in the
year with irrigation.

{ev Hills.

The summit of these hills forms the large State »und or forest preserve
of Narainpur, while the summit and part

. . of the slopes of the great castern range to
the south of Rampur are includod in 7und Rampur. T'hese are the only two

runds which lie exclusively in these tahsils, and as their Loundaries with the
adjoining villages are now being demarcated, their exact arca cannot yet be
ascertained.  The crest and part of the slopes of the hills along the east bound-
ary from Hamirpur to Rampur—an area of about 7,000 bighas—are included
in rund Sira Bas—tahsil Alwar—but I have now proposed that they be perma-
nently leased to the adjoining Bansur villages for Rs. 600 per annum and this
has been agreed to by the Political Agont and Council.

Of the total Lhalsa arca b4 per cent.is under cultivation, two per cent.
(¢) Boils. fallow, 9 per cont. is culturable and 35.

. i per cent. unculturable. The latter is

made up chiefly of hills, #alas and the raviney country at the base of the
hills known as * Gadaora.”  As regards soil the tahsil is perhaps the poorest

in the State—Tijara excepted. Only four per cent. of the cultivation is chsknas
32 per ccnt. or nearly one-third is matfiyar, but much of this is namallg;.

(d) State runds.
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bhur, which has been classed as mal/iyar because it has been levelled and ime

proved by manure and well irrigation ; forty per cent. or two-filths is bhur
I, and twenty-four per cent. or nearly one-fourth is very inferior hur made up
o f uneven and often shifting sandhills, which can only grow the very poorest
k harif crops, and sometimes after bearing & crop have to be lefl fullow for « year,
T hus the dominant soil is &hur. Tt is prevalent all over the tahsil exceptinthe
N arainpur pargane along the south houndary from Baraguon to Talbrich where
th e soil is an excellont eriknol as in'Thana Ghazi and in the villages between the
ea stern hills already mentioned, where the svil is also superior. In nearly all these
villages kacha wells can be sunk at small expense, and, as they st 20 or 30
y ears, they arc a most uscful adj anet to cultivation,  ‘Fhe worst dhur is found
in the centre and north of the tabsil and also in the Sahibi villages along the
w est boundary. In most of these owing to the sandy subsoil facha wells cannot
be sunk at all, or, il sunk, have to bo renewed every year or two.  Masonry
wells are, however, succossfully worked.  ‘Lhe site chosen is geucrally the low
land between saundhills, where the water level is reasonably near, and as the
drainage off the sandhills has no exit, it all sinks into the soil, and the supply
is therefore much better than in the hill villages or in the Narainpur pargane
whero the water runs off in the numerous streams or nalas.

In some half a dozen villages round Bansur the light surface soii has heen
washed away by the floods, and a firmser stratum exposed.  The evaporation of
the drainage water which acenumulates in this depression has formed a great
plain of k«llar or sour clay locally known as  “Lkharri”.  This in years
of heavy rainfall is a swamp, but the drought of late years has afforded an
opportunity of reelaiming it, and as water is near the surface great numbers of
wells and dlienklis have been sunk for irrigation and the crops raised ary now
among tho best in the tahsil.

The drainage of these central villages runs north by a series of nalas
into the Babariyn baud on the mnorth,
and in its passage thither has in places
broughtout sek or kallur by washing away
the surface soil, and in places deposii-
ed sand, The Babariya band is the ouly work which ufilises the local drainage
for irvrigation. I{ is a fine maconry work constructed originally in Moghul
time, but wmore than once repaired and enlarged by the Alwar State. It cone
tains 922 Jighas usually and 853 bighas oceasionally flooded.  The overflow
from it known as the Surakl n#eli runs north to joiu the Sahibi at Soda Bas in
Mandawar. All the rest of the local drainage with the exception noted in para-
graph 11 eventually finds its way into the Sahibi by the streams or nalas shown
in the map attached. The chief of these are (=

(/) Streams.

(1) Babariya band.

The IIajipur or Nihaoni nale which rises between the hills south of
Rampur, runs due north past Hajipur and
Ilarsora draining nearly all, the east of the
tahsil, and after a course of about 16 miles through this tahsil enters Manda-
war at Dehla Bas and finally joins the Sahibi at Bijwar 35 miles from its source.
In years of abundant rainfall, the stream is in flow as far as Hursora all the year
round, but owing (o the drought of late years this is now reduced to occasional
pools or springs, There is however some excellent Xhatili and chaki cultivation
along its bed.

The Narainpur pala riscs at Agar in the west of Thana Ghazi, drains the
north-west of that tahsil, after a course of
16 miles due north enters Bapsur at
Maundha, then strikes north-west past the town of Narainpur, Nimpchana, ete.,
and after a further course of 12 miles joins the Sahibiat Bas Diyal. This is a
torrential strcam which is only in flow in the rainy months. After catering
Bansur its bed widens out, and though the height of the banks on both sides is
a bar to inundations, the villagers have sunk a great number of masonry and
kaoha wells in the low land between the high bank or cliff and the centre of the
stream from which thay raise excellent 7abt crops. Curiously enough this low
land though regularly inundated has often an admixture of rek or kallar.

(2) Hgjipur or Nihaoni nala.

(8) Narainpur zala.
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The Sahibi nale (sce paragraph 7 of report on Tijara, etc.) rises at Saiwar
in Jaipur territory and after a north easter-
ly course of 20 miles enters Bansur at
Thurana. Thence it runs almost due north forming the boundary between Alwar
and Jaipur for a distance of 20 miles, and then for b miles the boundary between
Bansur and Mandawar, receiving all the drainage of the west of the Bansur
tahsil. Its subsequent course has been described in the' report on Bahror,
Mandawar, ete. Throughout its course the decp stream is the boundary between
opposite villages, and as the channel often shifts, this gives rise to frequent
disputes. The Sahibi is a torrential stream only in flow immediately after the
rains. The flood water is charged with sand, but as the banks on the Alwar
side are high and the slope of the country is towards the stream. there are mo
inundations. However all of the villages along its banks bhuve not only smne
khatili cultivation in the bed, but a great number of wells in the low laud between
the high bank and the river. This is occasionally flooded and the water-supply
in consequence is near and plentiful,

(4) 8ahibi nala.

The only advantages therefore which the tahsil derives from these streams
are that wells ave sunk close to them, aud there is a certain amount of khatili
cultivation in their beds. The aren of thoe latter is 1,53) bighas or 1 per cent
of the whole.

At Kul and Mamur cold-water springs, and at Talberich a hot-water
spring issue from the hills  The water is
held np in Aunds or bathing tanks which
are the sites of religious fairs. Only a few bighas of land, and this chicfly wmaf,
are irrigated

{7) Springs.

The well cultivation in Bansur is very importani, as the rabi crop is
almost entirely dependent on wells. 1t
amounts to 22 per cent. of the total eulti-
vation and pays move than holf the land revenue. 'The water level varies from
100 feet in Mandha on the extreme south of the tahsil to 25 feet in the low land
on the banks of strenms. The average for *the tahsil 15 88 fect to the water
level and 14 feet of water for masonry wells, and for kecka wells 36 feet and
8 feet respectively. The water is as arule’of excellent quality.  No less thun 95
per cent. are sweet, 3 per cent. hard or brackish, and 2 per cent. bitter. The
bitter wells are found in the Avller lund adjoining Bansur, or in the stiff
chiknot in some villages of Narainpar.

(2) Wolls.

76 per ccut. of the cultivation in this tahsil is durani, and this includes
(xj Barani cultivation and raintall. nearly all the !.}hu'j’ o l'ic‘h is ( & pe cant, 9f
" the total cultivation. The inferior kkarif
crops, moth, masina, chawila, arechicfly sown in the barani land. Jawar is hardly
grown at all except in the Narainpur villages on the south, and radi barani cropse
gram and sersup—are very sparingly sown as the soil is not suited to them.
From this it will be understood that what the erops require is gentle and fairly
continuous rather than heavy rain. The average annual rainfall for the 24 years
1876-77—15609-1900 has heen 1238 inches with a maximum of 3153 in
1887-8% and a minimum of 27 in the famine year 1677-78. In 4 years the
rainfall has fallen short of 15 inches, whilein threcit has exceeded 235, The light
soils of this tahsil stand a dvought better than the stiffer lands of Alwar and the
castern tahsils, and this was very marked in last year's drought.

The tahsil is not very fortunate in its agricultumsd population. Of the
133} khalsa estates only 20, on the north
towards Mandawar, are held by Ahirs and
Jats, who may be consilered firsi-class cultivators, Gujars, who in this tahsil
are fair cultivators, hold 30 villages chiofly among the hills on the east and along
the Sahibi on the north-west where the abundant grazing enables them to
wmaintain a great number of cattle. Brabmins, Moghuls and Pathans, who are
only middling agricuiturists, hold 10 villages, while the remaining 73 or over
half the tahsil are held by Rajputs, chiefly of the 8haikhawat tribé, who, though
superior in indastry to the Narukas of the eastern tahsils and the Rajawats of
Thana Ghazi, are inferipr to the Chauhans and Bargujars of Mamgawar and

(/) Agricultural population.
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These are fourteen in number and cover an area of 57,322 bighas or 56 square
miles. Of these three runds, viz , Kalighati or Jodha Bas (23,027 biskas), Ajub-
garh (1,400) and Lotha Bas (454) are directly managed by the Rund Depart-
ment, and after the grassrequired for State uses is cut, the grazing is leased out
to the villages. The remaining eleven runds, area 29,088 bighas, are perma-
nently leased out to the adjoining groups of villages for fixed sums. The
amount was fixed prior to last seitlement at Rs. 497-8-0 and has not since
varied. The great facilities for grazing enjoyed by the zamindars of this
tahsil enable them to kecp large hords of cattle, sheep, and goats, and it is this
resource which enables them in many cases to pay the cnormously high rates
fixed on the cultivated area.

The vicinity of tliesc great preserves is not, however, an unmixed blessing.
The ravages of the will animals they har-
bour—tigers, panthers, Lyacnas, antelope,
nilgai, pig—are a terrible scourge to the adjoining villages. as they not oniy
prey on the crops and cattle but often endanger human life. In September-
October 1898, the population of the villages on the Jiipur border was panic-
stricken, and agricultural operations temporarily paralysed by the appearance on
the scene of a man-eating tiger which carried off between 40 or 50 people
before it was shot by the combined forces of Alwar and Jaipur. The villages
around Ajabgarh are the greatest sufferers. In two villages, Kharika and
Gawara Bandipul, tiie cultivation has been abandoned, and tho villages have
ceased to exist and are now included in the adjoining game preserves, ‘Though
the direct loss of revenue is not considerable, the sacrifice of a working agricul-
tural estate 1s not creditable to the State administration, and every such addition
to the already overgrowun rund area becomes ‘a fresh nucleus for the further
spread of the pest.  ‘I'has the inclucion in the rund of Gawara Bandipul in
the Ajabearh valley has endangered the stability of the two adjoining villages,
Gawara Dolawa and Kirathka Bas, and the zamiundars threaten to abandon
the cultivation unless thcy are allowed to protect themselves and their cattle
and crops by clearing the jungle within their boundaries, whick is at present
protected by the State as a cover for gome.

(¢) Damage by wild animals,

I have dwelt on this point as it is possible that hereafter overzeal in the
interests of sport may lead to the interests of the Zamindurs being overleoked
or sacrificed.

After Alwar and Rajgarh the tahsil enjoys the best rainfell in the State.
The average for the 24 years since lust
settlement 18 23 10 inches with extremes
of 998 in 1877-78 and 34°03 in 1892.93. TIn two years the rainfall was loss
than 175, and in ten years less than twenty inches, while in four it exceeded
thirty inches. The registering station, Thana Ghazi, is fairly central, and as re-
gards rainfall representative of the entire tahsil.  The prevaleunce of hill ranges
has a tendeucy to cause the rain to fall in sudden and excessive deluges
which at oncerun ofl the sloping surface into the numerous nalas or depressions
instead of soaking into the svil. The cticieney of the wells is, however, largely
dependont on the rainfall being held by small dams or embankments along
the field boundaries. These have of recent years been allowed in many places
to fall into disrcpair, or after Leing carried away by a sudden flood have not
heen restored, and this 1 believe to be one of the main causes for the partial
failure of the wator-supply in the last two years of drought.

In addition to the natural advantages of a rich soil, sweet and numerous

wells, and a good rainfall, the tahsil is also

(k) Agricultural population. favoured in its agricultural populatiou.

Of the 120 khalsa cstates only twenty

are held by Rajputsof the Shaikhawat (6) Rajawat, (8) and Chauhan (8) clans,

who are the poorest specimens of agriculturists cultivating almost entirely through

tenants or domestic slaves (daroghas). - 81 estates are held by Brahmins of the

Hariana (17), Gaur (9) and Bagri gofs (5) ; 43 by Minas and 2 by Malis, and

all of these classes are here first-class cultivators, though inferior in enterprise

and energy to the Ahirs and Juts of the northern tahsils. Gujars, who are here

sacond-class enltivators, hold 23 cstates, and only one estate is Leld by the non.
agricultural castes, Kayasths,

() Rainfall
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Brahmins and Gujars are the most prosperous ; Minas have a lowor standard
of comfort ; while the Rajputs and especially the Rajawats, where they aro
dependent on agriculture alone for their livelibood, co ne lowest of all.

The tahsil is still very badly off in the way of commnnications. The nor-

. thern part connerts with Alwar and the raile

W Senmmmigadonn way by moans of the receutly constructed

road throuzh the Ruparel valley which has done mush t) opon uv the fahsil,

but even this highway is dinzerous at night. The distauce feom  Alwar to

Thana Ghazi by this route s 23 miles.  The southern portions of the tahsil

are, however, 59 miles distant from Alwar by this poute, and they find an outlet

to the railway at Bandikui, Bhankri and Kalwa in Jaipur territory.  The routes

are, however, both dangerous and difficult. A new roid from Thana Ghazi to
Partabgarh is now being carried out as a famine work.

The tahsil as a whole though very highly assessed has manv elements of
prosperity and up to the drought which

LR begun in 169%.9), the villages though

they made no strides forward held their own and paid the high Stute demand
with marvellous punctuality. The strain of the last two years has, however,
scriously crippled them, and thedrying up of the wells has cut at the very roof
of vheir agriculiural resources. A fow years of good rainfall will sev them on
their legs acain, while a continuauce of the drought for another year will shake

them to their foundation.

14. The rainfall has been referred to in the deseription of the talicils, but the

_ figures may now  be considered in more

Aol detail. The annual fall sine> last settle-

ment is shown in Appendix A and the monthly and annual falls since 188:2-83

(the Bansur monthly figures for 1837.88—1590-91 are wanting) in Apprndix B.

Dividing the 24 years into three periods of eighit years each, the averages for
each period and the whole series are as follows :—

- Ao | X } :
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Thus the rainfall is heaviest ir Alwar, which is exposed to the influence
of both the monsoon ourrents. Thana Ghazi being shut off from tba Bay of
Bengal current by the range of high hills intervening would probably haivc 2
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being realised. The barani sowings, which were very inconsiderable, failed
utterly, the dakri lands yielded from one-third to one-half and the chalki from
one-half to two-thirds of an average crop on the arca sown.
16. The cold weather rains are heavier in Alwar, 2:45 inches, than in Ban-
% sur, 1'61, or Thana Ghazi, 1'66 inches, and
owing to this cause and the suitability of
the Alwar soil for gram and oilseeds unirrigated spring crops are in ordinary
years largely grown in Alwar. On an average of years 63 per cent. of the rabi
in Alwar consists of such crops, gram alone covering 56 per cent. of the area.
The failure of the late autumn and winter rairs during the last two years has
drawn this crop out of the ficld, and the area has fallen from 39,0683 &ighas
in the rabi of 1898 to 2,509 bighas in the rabi of 1900. The failure of the
winter rains is less felt in Bansur and Thana Ghazi where unirrigated spring
crops are owing to the nature of the soil and the uncertainty of the winter
rains sparingly grown. Taking one inch of rain in the three months December
to February as the minimum necessary to ensure the success of the unirrigated
spring crops, we find that in Alwar during the last 17 years, there have been
9 years when the rainfall fell short of that minimum, in Bansur 12 years and in
Thana Ghazi 11 years. Nostronger proof could be adduced of the uncertainty
of the cold weather rains and the consequent insecurity of the rabi dry
sowings.
17. Some of the main facts regarding well irrigation have been noticed in
_ the remarks on each tahsil.  The following
Increaso and decreasein wells and  ¢ahle ghstracted from Statement I (a)
chgli area. . .
: shows the number of wells working and
chahi arca (a) at last settlement, (4) in 1898-99, (¢) in 1899-1900.

‘Winter rains.

MASNRRY AND ! AVERAGE
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Dhers and
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& ] s I 1 .
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= S LB S = £ = & & laisiege =
SR, ——-——-—"--——-—-—---— — o | —
Alwar we | Lagt Lm:ltlo- 1,234 1,983 ' 1107 .., | Unknown 24,162 063 | 25,125 19 12 il bt 38w
ment.
1805-09 o] 3,287 2,834 175 .. 610 | 25,0281 1,979 27,005 | 21| 11|43 14],,
1500-19000 ... 1,287 2,414 | 882 ... 2,630
Bansur ... | Lost " eottle- | 1,837% | 2,004 | 670] 616) Unkuown 32,007 32,007 16 121,
ment.
1808-00 o | 1,404 | 2,330 | 524 668 200 | 83,102 B13 | 33,616, 17| 12]3si14!{36] m
18901000 ... | 1,%v} | 2,080 | 6ds; 540 421 od .
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wment,
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Thus as regards working masonry and kacha-pakka wells, i.e., wells
worked permanently, comparing the figures of last settlement with those
of 1898-99 there is a trifling increase in Alwar and Thana Ghazi, and a
trifling decrense in Bansur, while if we take the figures of 1899.1900 wo
find an increase of 4 per cent. in Alwar, a decrcase of 2 per cont. in Bansur, and
an enormous falling off of 15 per cent. in Thana Ghazi, due of course to the
faot that many wells are temporarily out of work owing to the failure of water
supply. 1f we take the figures of 1808.09 as representing the normal state of
things, they show a considerable increase of laos at work in Alwar, 19 per cent,
and Thana Ghazi, 14 per cont., while in Bansur the number is stationary ; and
the increase in total chaki ares is in Alwar 11 per cent, in Bansur and Thana
Ghasi 5 per cent, In Alwar where conditions are favourable for the sinking of
kaoha we‘l)f: and dhenklis, their number has been enormously increased in the
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last two years to meet the drought, but most of them are only temporary and
will be allowed to collapse when the emergency is over. In Bansur there has
been a slight decrease and in Thana Ghazi a substantial increase in kacha wells
which in these tahsils are a permanent source of irrigation. Dhenklis are hardly
used at all in Thana Ghazi, and in Bansur they are found chiefly in the lowly-
ing kallar plain around Bansur already described.

Kinds of wells in use. 18. The classes of wells are generally tho
same as described in paragraph 9 of last
yeor's report, viz. im-

(1) Kothi, in which a masonry cylinder of stone or bricks is flrst built,
and then gradually sunk to the required levol, a sma’ler cylinder of wood
(chakk or bachha) being sometimes inserted as a foundatinn for the masonry
to rest on. (2) Nalcha, where the land is first excavated to the required
depth and the masonry cylinder built up from below. (8) Santhra or Kora

dra, in which the vwell is first dug out, often through loose stone, and a rongh
ining of stones without mortar is built up from below. (&) Papra, where a
layer of stonesis found near the surface, and this is excavated by blasting
till water is reached, after which the sides are smoothed and dressed, and the
upper portion is lined with masonry for greater stability. (5) Kucha wells
have wo masonry lining and can only be sunk where the subsoil is firm and
stable. (6) Kucha pakka wells have from 10 to 20 fect of masonry at the top,
and this adds to their stability.

Wells of the first and second eclass are most common in the plains of
Alwar and Bausur, but rarer in Thana Ghazi owing to the prevalance of stone
in the subsoil. They are the most durable but at the same time most expen-
sive, the cost varying from Ris, 400 to 1,600 according to the depth, and as they
tap the spring level they are the least linble to failurc in a dronght. They are
deepened in years of drought by means of a powerful iron boring-serew working
in a wooden cylinder. The process is slow and rather costly, but very effective.
The borers are generally Sikhs from the Punjab, who hire out the machinery
and their own services. It iy often difficult to obtain them when required, and
the State Public Works Department might well, I think, take charge of the
operations. 'Wells of the third and fourth kind are very common all over
Thana Ghazi, and Lora para wells are found in the hilly tracts of Alwar and
Bansur. Puprae wells are also fairly common in Alwar, but in Bansur are only
found in Rampur. They cost from Re. 200 to 600 and are the first to run dry in
adrought. o increase the water-supply the rock below has to be hlasted with
gun-powder at great expense, and this year hundreds of wells in Thana Ghazi
may be seen surrounded by enormous Leaps of stones or conglomerate recently
excavated to deepen the well.  Kacka and kacha pakka wells are most com-
mon in Bansur, especially in the Narainpur parganae, but they can also be sunk
in many parts of Alwar. Dlers and dhenklis are very commmon in Alwar along
the banks and in the heds of the Chukar Sidh and Ruparel and their tributaries,
also in Bansur in the beds of the various streams. 7Their number varies
considerably from year to year, as in dry ycars they are sunk larcely in the
dahri or flooded lands to supplement the natural moisture. A kache well costs
from Rs. 135 to Rs, 30, a dhexkli from Rs. 1 to RBs. 3.

19. The following table shews the classification of wells (excluding kacha

Classification of wells according to Wwells in Alwar but including them in

quatity of water. Bansur and Thana Ghazi) according to
the quality of the well water,

T —— s -

Cuulity. Alwar, Bansur, Thana Gbael.
Sweot (mitla) . i 987 1,837 201
Hard (U]ELWﬂlﬂ\] o veu vea voo " 3 87 J 19
nmuk'lsh ('nﬂl’“a]a) ous 0o ven oo 45 19 13
Shghtly trackish (sukals) .. v 95 v -
Bitter (khara) " - - ves s 86 81 7
Oily (teliy’k) LTI e o vee oo ]6 e e
Oily and salv (bajar teliyn) .. W & 4 9
Total 1,287 1,928 L 2,112



















26

23. The new works, 1.¢., constructed since last settlement, are Nos. 7, 2 and
8in Alwar, and 19 to 23 in Thana Ghazi.
On'the former a sum of over Rs. 60,000
has been expended. The dakri area formed up to date is, however, only 412
bighas in khalsa land, and owing to the negligence of the revenue authorities
no charge has yet been made for the improvement cffected by the irrigation dams
except Rs. 12 realised on the Bahroz bawd. Taking an average of Rs. 1-8-0
er bigha as the extra rate that can now be levied, the total income will be
%s. 618 or one per cent on the capital expenditure. Of course if sluice
irrigation is developed, especially from the Tehrpur band which has cost
Rs. 45,000 up to date and irrigates only 83 bighas of khalsa land, or if the
considerable area of mafi land within the dand and benefitted by its action—
about 400 bighas—is assessed to water rates, the returns will improve. Cn the
other hand the cost of mainterance has to be set off against the income. The
two kacha bands in Kamalpur and Dadhauli—Nos. 13 and 14—constructed in
1878 as famine works have been of little benefit, as they hold up the drainage
from the surrounding kallar lands, and the floods in places cause the soil to
deteriorate. :

The five dands constructed in Thana Ghazi within recent years at a cost of
Rs. 83,140 have increased the dakri area up to date by only 194 bighas.
This has paid nothing hitherto as the Revenue Department made no demand,
but if an extra rate of Rs. 1.8.0 per bighe be imposed on this, the income will be
only Rs. 291 or less than one per cent. Three of these bands, Nos. 21.23,
were constiucted under the orders or the late Maharaja or Uolitical Agent pra.
bably from other considerations than that of promoting cultivation and the
money spent on these, over Rs. 20,000, has so far been absolutely thrown away,
as they have in no way added to, or improved existing cultivation. In the
case of all bands except the Siliserh all existing dakri land will now he assessed
on its merits, and any future extensions of the duhri area will pay a separate
water rate of Rs. 1-8-0 per bigha unless already nssessed as chaki if within the
band and Re. 1 por bigha per watering where irrigated through the sluices.

‘Lhe best sites for bands have already been occupied, but there are still
some fairly promising projects in the Thana Ghazi tahsil. 'I'hose for the utili-
sation of Ajabgarh stream and its afluents have already been referred to. In
Alwar too ] think moncy would be well spent on restoring some of the old
bands shown in the statement. As I remarked in paragraph 16 of last year’s
report,a strictly commercial policy in these matters would be out of place.
'The drought of the last two years has brought into prominence the vital im-
portance of maintaining the old or constructing new lands—even where the
direct returns are very low—for the sake of the irrigation wells,

24. The nahri or canal irrigated area though not considerable requires
special mention in connection with the
' famous Siliserh band, an embankment of
solid masonry 40 feet Ligh and 1,000 feet long constructed by Maharaja Banni
Singh about 1845 in place of the earlier band at Umran which after standing
11 years was hreached in the heavy floods in 1845. This fine dam as shown in
the map attached lies 9 miles to the south-west of the city, in mauza Paitpura,
across a narrow opening in the hills through which the drainage «f the long
narrow valley running north-west for a distance of 12 miles to Dhamlaka Bas
in Bansur found its way south-east to the Ruparel. The construction of the
band which has a catchment area estimated at 523 square miles at once reopened
the old controversy with Bharatpur as to the respective shares of the two States
in the Ruparel irrigation. From the beginning the principle was accepted that
the two States had equal rights in the stream. Qun the canstruction of the
Umran band, the Maharaja accepted the opinion of the Engineer Officer Captain
Western, deputed in 1837 to settle the dispute, that it held up g% of the
Ruparel supply, and he agreed to receive the remaining 8, share by means
of a canal from the Ruparel at Ghat where works were specially eenstiucted
to ensure such a division. Unfortunately these works were carried away by
the first flood, the U_mran band was breached in 1845, and the construction of
the Siliserh band 4 miles higher up reopened the controversy. In 1884 8ir H,
lawrence, Agent to the Governor-General, acceptinﬁ!’)aptain Western's data as
correct, estimated the new Siliserh dand to retain the same quantity of water

Income from new works.

Ruparel irrigation.
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settlement Major Powlett in consideration of thier fallen fortunes allowed
them to hold the lands still in their possession in chauthbat, i.e., a reduction of
one-fourth on the ordinary rates, and this concession will be maintained in the
present Settlement (see chapter 111).

35. The Bansur tahsil like the adjoining northern tahsils of Bahror and Man-

Rise of Shaikhawat Rajputs in dawar was originally in the possession of
Bansur. the great Chauban clan of Rajputs, who
ruled independently long before the Shaikhawat Rajputs came on the scene.

These latter are an offshoot of the Kachawa clan, and originally held the
chiefship of Shalipura to the south of Jaipur. This was confiscated in A. D.
1440 by the Dehli Empercr it is said, and the chief, Rao Sujaji, was
given instead a grant ot a Jugir in the centre of the present bansur tahsil and
tounded a city at Pasai on the present site of Bas Thegu. The tract originally
allotted conwained 42 estates und to this day is known as the “Bialisi.” Of his
five sons three returned to their own country and their descendants are now
the rulers of Shalipura and Khetri as feudatories of Jaipur. The descendants
of the remaining two, Bahronji and Chandji, and of Jagmal brother of Sujaji,
still hold 27; villages in this vicinity. The Chauhan Rajputs at this time held
the southern portion of the tahsil and were established in two strongholds at
Kul and Mamur near Narainpur where two perennial springs issue from the
hills, and the ruins of their forts, templns, palaees arve still to be seen. From
these strongliolds they were expelled by the S8haikhawats who founded the
town of Narainpur. Iun this way the Shaikhawats extended their sway over
663 villages, ©iz., 603 in the present Bansur tshsil and 6 in the ad’oining part
of Thana Ghazi, while the Chauhans werc reduced to 6 whole villages and
shares in five others.

In i720 A. D. the Bharatpur Jats overran the northern portion of Bansur
annexing the ¢ Bialisi,” and about 1721 the Jaipur Chief by the conquest of
Bhangarh got possession of the southern portion—the parganas of Narainpur
and Garhi Mamur—{rom which he drew a revenue of Rs. 16,000 per annum,

36. Between A. D. 1774 and 1756, Rao Partab S8ingh of Alwar got
ossession of this territory by ousting the

gt off Bitiaer by S Narke gats and overcoming théy Jaipur fgrces.
In 1777 he overthrew the Shaikhawats

of the “ Biaiisi,” seized and devastated Basai and in its place established the
strong fort at Bansur on a neighbouring rock, at the foot of which the pre-
sent town of Bansur gradually grew up. T'he resistance of the local Shaikhawat
chief was not finally overcomo till A, D. 1791, when the forts at Bijapur and
Lalpura were occupied. Since then they huave been loyal subjects of the
Alwar State and when Thakur | akhdir Singh raised the stundard of rebellion
in 1666, invaded Alwar territory from Jaipur and took possession of the fort
of Lalpura, the Shaikhawats rendered valuable assistance to the State forces
which defeated Lakhdir Singh at Bandroland Kalaha Bas and compelled him
to retreat to Jaipur., They assertv that when Alwar rule was first established
they were allowed to hold the Narainpur and Mamur parganas au a fixed
rent of Rs. 12,000 or Rs. 4,000 less than they had paid to Jaipur, butafter
some time this arrangement was set aside, and direet management substituted,
the State through its talisildars taking a share of the produce or leasing out
the villages on the cash contract system At last settlement considerable leni-
ency was shown in assessing their estates as will be explained in Chapter 111,

37. The relations of this tract to the Tmperial Government during Moghul
rule are not very clear. The turbulent
; . Mewat was down to Akbar’s reign a
thorn in the side of the central government, and a special officer known as
the “ Foujdar of the Mowat ” was responsible for the repression of disorder
down to Aurangzeb’s time, after which up to the rise of the Jats it was generall

sdministered by the Jaipur Chief. The Lmperor Akbar visited Alwar in 1579
end the town of Akbarpur 10 miles south of Alwar is said to have been found-
*d at this period. From the * Ain-i-Akbari” we gather that the tract

History of the tract under Moghul rule.
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T am not quite sure of the accuracy of the Alwar figures, which seom un-
duly low as compared with Bansur, and the Alwar Kanungos were unable to
give any details by parganas. In Bansur and Thava Ghazi there is no doubt as
to the genuineness of the old records.  Tle first point that strikes one by com-
paring these rates with those quoted for the Agra provinees from the ¢ Ain.i- Ak
bari” is the enormous increte all round due no doubt to the great increase in
prices. The next point is the extraordinary high rates in Thana Ghazi due to
the superior soil and wells of that tahsil. In all tahsils the darani rates are mode-
rate as compared with the chu/iz, which if collected in full in Bansur and Thana
Ghazi must have been decidedly oppressive at that time, and it is doubtful if they
could be paid even at the presout day. These bigha rates of course represent
the cash commutation taken from those agriculturists who paid fuil batuz rites
varving from } to }, and take no account of the exemptions giveu to special
classes.

50. The abuses which erept into the revenue administration during the reign

Introduction of fixed cesh assess- Of Maharao Raja Banui Ninch owing to
ments. the exactions of the Mahomedan Dewans
and their creatures, and the remedinl measures taken by Captain Impexr, who
in the three years” settlenient (1559.69—1861-62) and the ter years settlement
(1862-C3—1871-72) gave a solid and permanent basis {o the prineipls of fixedcash
assessments for a term of years, were deseribed in paragraphs 51 to 53 of last
year’s report for the State as a whole.  The summay settioment made by Major
FPowlett for the four years 16872-73—1875-76, pending the completion of the 16
vears’ settlement and the principles uuder which the latter wasearried out, have
also been described in previousreports. At the three vears', ten years', and suma
mary settlements novegular survey was made.  The aress accepted were estie
mated in local Zighas based upon the papers in possession of the Kanuugos,
which had been prepaield after a rough measurement by the local chaius.

The arcas of cultivation on which the ten years' settloment was based are
given in the note books of last settlement, and in the following table the initial
and final demand of ¢iwch settlement, and the incidence per (iha of eultivation
according to the figuree of the 10 years’ settlement are shown.

ST £ Y i ! Ve ) DT, B D .
» 1
i 3 YFARN' FEITLE- 10 yrARS' 8KPILE- | SUMMARY SETTLE- y
MKNI MENI, MENT, ARKLTARS,
Tahsil. Detail. *{ i s S
‘ . : . ’ | 521 B4 Ria B
t = o Lo - = g e A e ET B ,_' 0
{ el =] } el = e 1 = C - e T - @ = —
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bigha. ‘ i P
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bigha, | l | |
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The areas of cultivation on which the rates per ligha arve calculated are
those of the 10 years’ se:tlement, which couvorted into pakka bighas are :—

Alwar - e 189,02
Bausar e 10068
Thana Ghazi - e 83,439

But the figures at the best are only an approximation.
61. In spite of the abuses which acain crept into the revenue adminis{ration
! , from 1864 to 1:70 when Maharja
.s?ﬁ‘éﬁ'&%‘.?’ hig thees sud ten goers Sheodan Singh ruled in person and tde
Agency was removed from Alwar, the
thres and ten years' setilements appeared to have worked very well on the
whole. The above talle shows that during the currency of the three
:enra"aememan& there were practically no arrears in Alwar and Thana Ghazi ;
while in Bansur they amounted to Rs, 4,996 in 42 estates or a little over vne
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The above figures generally agree with those given in Major Powlett’s
report and his tahsil revenue statement (page 189, Gazetteer).

The deficiency of Rs. 150 in Bansur and the increase of Rs. 150 in
Thana Ghazi in the 16 years’ Jama, as compared with Major Powlett’s
fizures, is due to the transfer of a small estate, with a Jama of Rs. 150
from Bansur to Thana Ghazi, and this also explains the slight variation in the
net assets. Similarly the addition of Rs 3.670 in the initial and Rs. 3,790
in the final demand in Alwar is due to tho inclusion of 5 villages after settle-
inont from other tahsils, the jama of which has been added in, so that the jama
shown consecutively from the 3 yeats to the 16 yors’ settiement may apply to
the same set of villuges, v/2, 1411, The great variation betwecn the final de-
mand of the 16 yea1s’ settlement and the pre-ent demand in Alwar is due to
subsequent changes, viz , recumption of mafi villages and mafi holdings, which
have raised the present number of khalsa villagesto 1573, In Bansurand Thana
Ghazi thera has been only the mutual transfer of one village already reforred to
which has been taken account of, so that the jemes shown from the 3 years’
fettlement up to date represent throughout the demand on the estates included
within the present boundaries of these twotalisils. As compared with the 10
years’ sottlement, the final enhancement in Alwar was high—22 pcr ¢ nt., no-
derate in Bansur—12-6 per cent., but most of the incrense wastaken progres<ively,
and comparatively low—3 per cent. in Thana Ghazi. The proportion of the net
as-ctfs taken was almost exactly two-thirds in Alwar and Thana Ghezi; bat if
we take account of the favomable assessments to Rajawats and others in Thana
Ghazi, the percentage of the net as<ets taken on fully asses~ed estate comes to
nearly 75 per cent.  In Bansur where roore than half the estates are owned by
Shaikhawat and other Rajputs who were given favourable rates, the proportion
of the final demand to tho total net assets isonly 61 6, so that this talsil was
on the whole leuiently assessed.

[4. As justifying the cnhiancement taken in exch tahsil, Major Powlett
quotes the increase in wells and ecaltivation
(the fizures are in kaclha Vrghas) which bad
taken place since the beginning of the 10

Remarks of Settlement Officer on
tho assoasment of oach tahsil.

yenrs’ settlement :—

|
, |
Af begim- At end of |
ninzx ot 10 10 veard” , Inerease
Tahsil, Details, yeais'  seftlement | per cent.
settiement | J
{1 Wells e s 685 913 3
Alwar veo ave oo
Cultivation i 134,193 212,539 68
Wells ves .o 1,217 1,271 45
Bﬂhsnl‘ sue e oo
Cultivation - 158,865 | 205,830 l 205
4 W(‘lls XN 2 1.332 1,352 15
Tbﬂﬂﬁ Ghazi ver voe
‘ Cultivation _— . , 58,213 90,924 | 50
i

I quote below the salient points in his tabsil notes bearing on the assess-
ment.

ALWAR.

“ The average rate per cultivated bigha will be Rs. 1-10-0  The good scils largely prode-
minate ; the chief er ps grown are jawar, bajra, gram, moth, barley and cotten.  The percen-
tage of irrigated is 197, The land irrigated by the canal from the Siliserh is in the hands of
the Superintendent of Canals, and its yield does not appenr under land revenue The Chuhar
Sidh and Bara nadi {Ruparel) produce a fow acres of d4afile in mast of the villages along their
vourse and here and thers some dakri.  The village of Nangla Banjir is the best instance of the
latfer. Formerly the wild animals, more espocially }ng which were strictly prescrved, greatly
injured the orops, and I found many villages, especially those to the south, capible of 1a. e en-
hancement, X'ropinguity to Alwar which was the cause of the game-preserving also oocasioned the
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1n tho preceding table I have brought the revenue aecount up to the year
1898-99, as-that is the year to which the statistics of the present settlement
relate.

The new assessmont coming into force from 1900-1901 should, however, be
compared with that of 189.-1900, which in each tahsil is as follows :(—

Rs.
A]\\‘n]‘ ved ‘ aee e Vi YY) 2‘73,610
Baunsur Vs e - -

Thﬂnn: (}hazi e sea “os ver NN
The reduction in Alwar is due to the falling off in the leases of estates
under dircet management (A hkam).

56. Major Powlett's assessment appears to me to have been a full one in
Alwar,—the more so as 1,30 lighas of
barani land attached to wells under con-
struction or capable of being restored were assessed at chaki rates,—heavy in
Thana Ghazi, where the leniency shown to Rajawats and other favourably
assessed classes was made good at the expense of the other agriculturists, and
moderato on the whole in Bansur.,

Working of the 18 years’ settlement.

The new assessments came into force in Alwar in the Ehardf of 1875 ;
in Bansur and Thana Ghaziin the Zkarif of 1376. They were accepted i
Alwar without demur, butin Bausur the Lambardars of Ilajipur ari&
Uamirpur resigned after a year, and in Thana Ghazi the Zamindars of
Nathusar, Bichpuri and ofa half share in Thana Ghazi refused to acceps

responsibility, and these estaies came under direct management.

The realisation and balances ycar by year for each tahsil arc shown in
Statement I1I.

In 1875-76 the now J« 2a appears to have been realised in full in Alwar.
In 1876-77 the rains were deficient in all tahsils.  Thana Ghazi receiving less
than half the average Some da‘mage was also eaused in Bansur by hail, and
Rs. 8,57¢ remained in arrcars in that tabsil, while in Alwar a balance of
Rs. 3,215 a\ocrucd in five villawes, of which Is 2,830 was in Bahadarpur
alone. In Thana Ghazi where the people however pinched, are always most
prompt in payment, the arrcurs were only Rs, 32.

57. The next year 1877-73 ushered in one of the most disastrous famines on
Fumine of 1877-78. record. Its effects on the State as a whole

lave been noticed in parazraphs 39-—12 of

the report on the eastern tahsils. In these three taheils the rainfall was not only
appallingly short—13 3 inches in Alwar, 327 inches in Bausur and 993 inches
in Thana Ghazi, but very badly distributed. The klar{f crop failed completely
and cattle died in thousands for want of pasture aud fodder crops. The
rebi sowings on the wells were much reduced, and the crop wes damaged Ly
Ligh windsand the ravages of inseets, Panic spread over the azriculturafpopu-
Jation, especially among the Mcos of Alwar who abandoned their holdings und
deseried in great numbers. In Alwar only one-third of the revenue was realised
and over 1} lakhs remained in arrcar, while the balances in Bansur were 13s. 43,401
andin Thana Ghazi Rs. 80,003,  From the Political Agent’s report it a-pp’em’s
that Alwar and the castern tahsils suffercd most, and it was from these that'the
ereatest number of desertions took place, while Dabsur with its light soil and
7 hana Ghazi with its abundance of wells were less severely scourged than the
rest of the State, and the peoplo, though hard pressed, had the wisdom to keep a
grip of their holdings and await the turn of the tide. The prices of wheat
barley and gram, on #1<t March 1977 had been at Alwar 26§, 88} and 36 seors;
respectively, but had risen on 30th September to 10, 113 and 114 seers per rupes.

The State, under the able dircetion of the Political Agent, Colonel Cad
V.C., did all that was possible toallay the panic by s?arting relief waor(legl;'
advancing fakavi for wells and tanks, encouraging the Sahukars to lend mbney.
freely, m,q opening the State preserves for pasture ; but these measures, &hou h
they alleviated, could not cope fully with the two most serious forms of the
distress, the Joss of caltlo hy starvation, and the loss of the agricultural popu.
lation by desertion and by disease aggravated by under-feeding.
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seasons of heavy rainfall, and the crops were in many cases left to rot on the

round, because there was no one to reap them or protect them from birds and

pasts. The total arrears that arose in these 5 years 1878-79—1852-88 were
Rs. 2,835,741, of which Rs. 1,383,680 were realised in subsequent years, while the
old arrears recovered amounted to Rs. 19,689. In Bansur and Thana Ghazi
the rainfall was rather below average except in 1882-83 when it was abundant
and well distributed, but these two tahsils had been less severely shaken by the
drought and were benefitted by the high prices. In Bansurthe total new arrears
in this period amounted to Rs. 8,663, while Rs. 22,092 of old arrears were paid
up, while in Thana Ghazi the new arrears were Rs. 19,064 and the old balances
paid up were Rs. 24,166, It should here be noted that the arrearsdue for
the famine year—uviz., Alwar Rs. 1,458,557, Bansur Rs. 32,002, Thana Ghazi Rs.
11,358—were remitted in 1881 on the birth of the present Maharaja, but prior to
this remission Alwar had paid up Rs. 19,074, Bansur, Rs. 21,399 and Thana
Ghazi Rs. 11,358 out of the total arrears.

The next cycle of 5 years 1883.84—1887.88 was a fairly good one, although
in 1883-84 there was a local scarcity in Bansur due to shors rainfall and 1888-87
was a poor year in’all tahsils, the rainfall being—~Alwar 1961, Bansur—12-33
and Thana Ghazi—16'66 inches. The Alwar tahsil, though still in arrcars, show-
ed signs of recovery. The total new arrears amounted to Rs. 57,650, of which
Rs. 9,429 was subsequently realised, while I&s. 25,416 was collected on acecount
of old arrears. In Bansur and Thara Ghazi the new arrears for this period were
Rs. 18,943 and Rs. 7,398 respectively-—chiofly on account of the bad harvests
in 1883+-84 and 1886.87, while the old arrears realised were only Rs. 2,839 in
Bansur and Rs. 2,634 in Thana Ghazi.

The next period of 5 years 18838-89 —1892-93 was one of average prosperity
on the whole, although the year 1891-92 was decidely below average, the rain-
fall being less than 20 inches in all tahsils. The effects of the 1877-78 famine
now began to disappear in Alwar. The new arrears fell to Rs. 7,759, of which
Rs. 1,073 were recovered in subsequent years, while old arrears, amounting to Rs.
52,880, were paid off, so that the tahsil more than paid its way in this period.
Bansur fared equally with the new arrears amounting to only Rs. 7486,
while Rs. 10,379 of old arrears were cleared off. In Thana Ghazithere was
almost equilibrium. The balances amounted to Rs. 2,767, while Rs. 3,118 of
old arrears were discharged. From this period we may thereforo date the return
of normal conditions in the whole tract. The term of the 16 years’ settlement
expired with the spring harvest of 1892; but as no arrangements for a re-
settlement had been made, it was extended indefinitely pending the general
re-assessment.

The barvests of 1893-94 and 1894-95 were exceptionally good, and though
the rains of 1895-96 were very deficient in Alwar and Bansur, the harvests
were little below average and the Zamindars had no difficulty in meeting
their liabilities. The accumulations of a scries of good years and the stocks of
fodder in hand even enabled them to tide over the severe drought of 1896-97,
which straitened but did not shake them, and the return of average harvests in
1897-98 helped to keep them on their legs. ~

61. In theso years not only was the current demand almost paid in full,
Annusl arrears and collections since but a large amount of old balances was

1893-94. liquidated as the following figures
show i~
ALwan, Bawsvs. Traxa Gnazr,
Name of year.
New Balance Now Balance New Balanoe
arrears. | oollected arrears. collected, drrears. collected.
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs, Rs.

1893-94 80! 18300 .. 1,002 ‘37 Re&aa.
1894-95 Vi .y 42 17,008 235 1,136 162 782
1895-989 o 41 5,703 s 245 409
1896-47 : 2,714 6,630 1,318 868 &6 280
1897-98 726 16,175 121 © 607 1,644 894
—p— Lnd

Total 8,662 61,808 1,674 4318 2,249 2,184







