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time, instead of being leased out for the term of settlement at a fair Jama,
were often put up for auction for short periods to the highest biddem B
this method not only were the interests of the rightful owners often sacrificed,
but the Jama tendered being raised by bidding beyond the capacity of the
estates, could mot be realised in full, and balances at once arose. 1In 7 estates,
which come under the first category, the arrears amount to Rs. 9,429 and in
9 estates which came under the second category to Rs. 28,233. This vicious
system has ceased under the present more enlightened revenue administration.
In addition to the above arrears, there are miscollancous arrears of various
cesses in Alwar, amounting to Rs. 8,576. These will be disposed of in the
same manper as the land revenue arrears, and it will be convenient to put
forward my proposals on the whole subject at this stage.

65. In the course of my tour 1 have gone into the question of arrears
village by village, examined the total
arrears and the causes thereof, whether
within or outside the control of the proprietors, the amount paid up to date,
and the sums still due. Then, in consultation with the two Deputy Collectors
whose local knowledge is superior to mine and in whose judgment and integ-
rity I have full confidence, I have decidod for each estate the amount that
should be realised, and whether the realisation should be spread over the whole
period of settlement or over a shorter period. The result of my proposals for
each tahsil are as follows : —

Proposals for the disposal of arrears.

Pasepaxy sunzans.
Tabsil, 5 i To be remitted. | To be realised.
rer el Sithee
Rs, Ils. Rs. Rs. Rs.

Alwar o 1,71,562 8,576 1,75,138 1,45,138 30,000
Bavsur seo 12,060 187 12,237 9,410 2,827
Thana Ghazi ... 26.116 600 26,716 2n,367 6,449
Total o 2,()9,;2-; 4,363 2,14,091 1,74,815 39,276

These proposals follow the lines already sanctioned for the nine tahsils
assessed up to date. Of the Rs. 1,74,815 proposed for remission, half a lakh
might be considered as a Jubilece remission. The State to commemorate Her
Majesty’s Jubilee in 1897 sanctioned a remission of 3 lakbs of arrears, of which
half a lakh is still available. The remaining arrears (roughly 14 lakbs) might,
as in other tahsils, be remitted as an act of clemency in connection with 1lis
Highness the Maharaja’s marriage in 1897. Thus the two memorable (for
Alwar) events of that year will have a suitable and lasting commemoration.

The arrears of the year just closed, 18091900, have been kept outside the
above proposals, as I am not yet in posscssion of complete accounts and have
not been able to discuss the matter with the Political Agent and State Council.
This question will be referred to in Chapter 1X.”

66. To complete the survey of the revenue history, it only remains to notice
the extent to which holdings or estates
have been abandoned owing to the break
down or desertion of the owners, and the Statc had to assume direct manage-
ment.

Desertion of holdinga.

® While thia report was in the Press 1 recelved the figures showing arrears of the pust year by Tahsile,

Azxunazs oy
Tahsil.
Hevenue, Cesnos, Total.
Ba. " B Es.

Alwar o “ " "o ooe o wor W;“m 134 WM
Banswr ... ~ o o 80,124 3 %0137
Thane Ghasi ass . - i 84,060 874 TR

E o
Total o 1,82,640 611 109,187
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The following table shows the number of villages, holdings, with details of
area, Jama, etc,, in which desertions took place in orafter the famine year :—
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(| Infamine yoar ..| 68 458 604 0,057 | 11,004 27,907 413 [ 1,127
|
Alwar {
i Subgeguently ... 8l 360 482 0,220 10,863
l Y e —— | -
Total ] 147 845 1,060 | 19,186 | 22,869 -
A S—— S S S
In famine year ... 33 63 162 7,832 5,481 3,016 4,314 .
Bansur {
{ Subsequently ..! 20 L e 1,003 2,341 278 1,866
Total o 63 108 239 9,203 7,821 3,204 5,000
‘; In famino year ..{ 36 120 174 §,107 4,057 2,050 2,133
Thana Ghasi ...{
t Subaecquently ... L] 55 180 £.923 4,861 - 5,921
’ - S W
Total vl 74 j 120 835 | 10w | ams | 20w | o
i

It appears therefore that in Alwarabout one-tenth of the area was deserted ;
in Bansur one-twentieth and in Thana Ghazi one-fifteenth.  The figures are
not however quite complete owing to the defects in the Patwari's records, and
the abovo statistics are probably an under-statemert. Thus in Alwar a report by
the Tahsildar in 1878 shows that even then 1,093 houses had been abandoned
durivg the famine, and 3,856 cultivators and 1136 non-cultivators had deserted.
The above table shows merely the abandonment of holdings as compured with
last setilement, and does not include the great number of holdings temporariiy
deserted, but the owners of which subsequently returned and recovered possese
sion by mutual consent or by regular suit. Cases of the latter kind have been
very numerous among the Mecos of Alwar tahsil and since the beginning of
gettlement hundreds of claims to recover by old owners, who had deserted in or
after the famine year, have been disposed of. In Bansur and Thana Ghazi,
where the fecling of hereditary ownership according to shares is very strong
and the people have not yet learnt the art of taking advantage of legal
technicalitios, the deserters have,in the great majority of cases, been given
back their shares by those in possession either subject to or without settle-
ment of profi¢ and loss accounts. All deserters of or prior to the famine year,
who are still out of possession, have now been struck out of the record of rights

unless the other co-sharers expressly wished their names retained, and this they -

have generally done in Thana Ghazi,

67. The above table, moreover, does not include whole estates or shares
Bresk down of whole estates and of estates which broke down and were
Khem management. transferred to outsiders or managed Kham.

In Alwar 10 whole estates with a Jama of Rs. 15,419, viz.—(1) Bahadurpur,
(2) Mabarajpura, (8) Raisis (4) Khunteta Khurd, (5) Pali, (6) Nangla Jogi,
'(7) Manchs, (8) Chand Pahari, (9) Kbhanpur Meo, (10) Buldeo. Bas broke down
completely, and the owners deserted or resigned. Arrangements were made
by the State direct (Kham) or by lease to other zamindars or to speculators of
the Mahajan caste.
A=l
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All of these cases have now been taken up and enquired into, Wherever
the old owners came forward and showed that they were able and willing to
manage the property, they have been reinstated in all or part of it according to
their circumstances.

In this way (1) and (2) have been restored in full to the old owners; in (3)
to (7) they have been given back shares varying from 1 to £ of the estate, the
temporary lessees or the zamindars of the same caste—introduced to strengthen
the estate=~being given the remaining shares ; (8) and (9) have, owing to the
disappearance of the old owners been allotted to other zamindars, and (10) is
still under disposal.

Moreover, in 23 Alwar villages, owing to the break down of individual
co-sharers or separate pattis shares ranging from one-twelfth to one-half ef the
estate were transferred voluntarily or by order of the State in payment of
arrears. These arrangements have not of course been interfered with, except
in certain casces where regular suits have been brought by the old owners.

In Bansur five whole estates, the present Jama of which is Rs. 7,598,
viz.—(1) Hamirpur, (2) Basri, (3) Raira Bas, (1) Kanpura, (5) llajipur, were
brought under direct management owing to the resignation of the owners or
their inability to pay the Jama fixed. Thesc cases have now been disposed of.
In (1), (2) and (3) the old owners have been completely reiustated ; in (4) they
have been restored to a half share, and 1 (5) they have been given the owner-
ship of the land in their ¢nltivation.  Certain conditions as to the payment of
nazrana or arrcars have been laid down iu each case which need not be detailed
here.

In Thana Ghazi tahsil nine whole estates and a half share in Thana Ghazi
itself, assessed at Rs. 13,208 broke down or the owners resigned.  These werc—
(1) Amraka Bas, (2) Bichpuri, (3) Natata, (4) Guawara Kundal, (5) Gawara
Dolawa, (6) Karnaka Bas, (7) Nathusar, (8) Gawara Bandipul, (9) Malutana,
(10) Thana Ghazi (one-half). I have now restored the old owners in (1) to
(6); in (7) they have been allotted three-fourths and oune-fourth has been given
to their relatives, (8) has been included in the State Rund, while (V)-and (10)
are still under considerution.

The arrangement of these cases with due regard to the claims of the tem.
porary lessces and the righis of the old owners, whose break down or resignae
tion was duc generally less to any fault of their own than to the pressure of ad-
verse circumstances, has been one of the most delicate and troublesome of the
operations attending the settlement. In dealing with them I have reccived most
valuable assistance from the Deputy Collectors, and T think wemay claim that
they have been settled to the satisfaction of all parties, and that the re-arranges
ment of the proprictary rights on a sound basis will also benefit the State
revenue.

68. From the above remarks it will be seen that, as regards its pitch and

General opinion ou the pitch and working, Major Powleit’s sssessment in
working of the rogular seitlemont. these tahsils was on the same lines as in
the Stale generally.  The assessment was full but not excessive in Alwar, mo-
derate in Bansur, heavyin Thana Ghazi. It was paid almost in full for the first
two years in Alwar and one year in Bansur and Thana Ghazi, and would probabe
ly have worked well throughout were it not for the calamity which overtook
the Statein the famine of 1-77-78. The effects of this famine were most mark.
ed in Alwar tahsil which for 10 years showed no signs of recovery. The next
10 years was a period of average prosperity, and the Alwar tahgil showed wonder-
ful recuperative power, while Bansur and Thana Ghazi held their own. Unfor-
tunately the last 2 years have been years of drought and searcity, approach-
ing the dimensions of famine; and though the people have so far, with the
belp of the State, faced the situation gallantly and shown no signs of panic or
desire to desert, nevertheless their resources—especially as regards cattle—have
suffered a serious reduction or deterioration, from which it will take them some
time to recover even under the most favourable condjtions. It is possible
that my opinion as regards the condition of these tashils may have been:
unduly coloured by the fact that I inspected them' in 8 year of severe scarcis
ty. 'Lomake upior this I have endeavoured to arrive at a clear, conception of
the working of the séttlement from the start, "
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71. The present system of distributing the revenue demand in these tahsils
Methods of distributing the revenue. 18 shown in the following table :=m

No. Details. Alwar. Bansur. qg'ﬁ::'i. Total.

1 | By shares, ancestral, customary, ete. s ver 614 102 14 167§
2 | According to the settloment distributions (Khewat) ... 9 28 61 98
3 | By soil rates 79 4 a5

on annual cultivation ... oot 130
4|, croprates 2 e
6 { By all round rates on cultivation e 15 - 16
6 | By houses o o 1 o 1

Total 1574 134 120 4113

There is nothing on record to show how the distribution was made at last
settlement, but apparently, where it did not follow shares, it was based on the
actual or assumed rent-rates for the different classes of soil used for calculating
the assessment. At all events the result was in many cases decidedly un-
satisfactory, and the unequal distribution of burthens, accentuated by the
continual interference of the Patwaris and tahsil officials, who usurped the
right to vary the distribution year by year or harvest by harvest as they chose,
was the undoubted cause of the break-down of many villages. This I regard as
the weakest point in Major Powlett’s settlement. In Thana Ghazi and parts of
Alwar an annual distribution according to crop rates is common, the rates on
single-cropped land being fixed, while the rest is thrown on double-cropped,
the rate of which sometimes rises as high as Rs, 18 per bigha, or £2 sterlin
per acre, which is, I think, more than what is paid by the rich alluvial lands
in the valleys of the Nile below Cairo or of the Zarafshan near Bamarkand.
‘When the new jamas are given out, the method by which they are to be distri-
buted will Le carefully determined in consultation with the Zamindars, and the
distribution so made will not, without good cause, be varied for the term of
settlement. Inequality and uncertainty asto the demand are the two things
most harassing to the Zamindars and most productive of discord and litigation
ina village, and a carefully made Jackh will, it is hoped, help to remove both
causes of discontent.

72. The averago land revenue per estatdon the present jama is in Alwar
Rs. 1,744, in Bansur Lis. 1,228 and in
Thana Ghazi Rs. 1,264. In Alwar no
estato pays over Rs. 10,000, while three pay over Rs. 5,000, viz., Bahadarpur
(Rs. 7,415), Malakhera (Rs. 8,055) and Karauli (Rs. 5,600), In Bansur the
fine estate of Rampur pays Rs. 12,435, while Hajipur, Narainpur and Babarya
pay over Rs, 5,000. Inthana Ghazi no estato pays Rs 10,000 or over, but four,
viz., Kishori, Agar, Partabgarh, and Thana Ghazi pay over Rs. 5,000. The
estates paying less than Rs. 1,000 are in Alwar 85, in Bansur 79 and in

Thana Ghazi 67, or about one-half vf the total number. The tract is therefore
one of moderate-sized estates.

Bize of estatos.

75. The statistics of population by tahsils have been already discussed in
Bepiulon, {:Z.ragmphs 8 and 69, the chief feature

_ ] ing the extraordinary falling off in

Alwar tahsil owing to the famine. Detailed figures for kkalsa vil ages are
given in Stateme{xt VIII. The steady increasc in the proportion of females to
males is worthy of observation in a tract where Rajput influences are so strong,
and shows that not only has female infanticide disappeared, but that female
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The latter explanation also holds good in the case of average area per owner
—in Thana Ghazi 10 dighas, in Alwar 20 and in Bansur 30. Widely as the areas
differ, their value is exactly the same as is shown by the fact that the average land
revenue paid by an owner is exactly Rs. 32 in each tahsil. In the Punjab, which
is par excellence the land of village communities, the average land revenue per
owner in 1897-98 was only Rs. 8, and the averace area of cultivation 8 acres or
13 bighas, so even assuming that the standard of assessment in Alwar is double
what it would be for similar land in the Punjab, an assumption which is I
think fairly near the mark, the average owner has twice as much land in these
tahsils as his neighbour in the Punjab.

79. The area held on Jsfamrari tenure, s.e., at a fixed jama, is
Estate and plots held ata fixed or inconsiderable. In Alwar ome whole
Istamrari Jama. estate—Chureti—assessed by Major Pow-
lett at Rs. 900 was given in 1889 to Dhabai llar Narain, the hcad of the
Shikar Department, at a fixed Jama of Rs. 400. This has been excluded from
the statistics. Moreovver, 80 bighas in 5 villages are held on an Istamrari
Jama of Rs. 146, and this area has been included. In Bansur and Thana
Ghazi there are no whole villages held as Istamrar ; but in Thana Ghazi plots
in 4 villages covering an area of 220 bighas with 7} wells are held in Istame
rar at a Jama of Rs. 558, and in Bansur 45 bighas with one well are simi-
larly held in the village of Lekhriat a Jama of Rs. 41. These plots have
now been included in the khalsa area. In no case are they large enough to
affect the total assessments, but, after necessary verilication, allowance will
be made for them in fixing the Jamas of the villages in which they lie.

In the environs of Alwar an area of 44 bighas has been sold by the State -
free of land revenue for a sum of Rs. 4,190 representing 20 years’ purchase
of the land revenue. This land has been utilisel for buildings, gardens, etc.
Rules have now been passed by the Btate that all State land scld in future
shall be liable to pay land revenue.

80. The principle on which certain Rajput villages were assessed at lenient
ratos was explainel in paragraph 84 of
last year's report, and it was accepted by
the Political Agent and Conncil that in the tahsils {hen assessed the same
standard of assessment should be maintaired as at last settlement.

Favonrable assessments.

As regards those tahsils, no special leniency was shown in assessing the
few Rajput villages in Alwar, nor is any
now required, though of course the usual
consideration will be given to caste, etc.

In Bansur Captain Abbott’s remarks quoted in paragraph 54 show
that special leniency was shown in assess-
ing Shaikhawat estates, nol because
they deserved or had established a right to such leniency, but because with
reference to their past history and their circumstances at the time they were
unable to piy the full two-third net-assets exacted from other khalsa villages.
There are 662 Shaikawat villages in this tahsil, paying nearly two-thirds of the
total assessment. Owing to the leniency shown in assessing them, the initial
demand (see paragraph 53) was only 50} per cent. of the net assets and the
final demand 613 per cent. The reduction given on the ordinary rates was
of two kinds—(1) specified by the Settlement Officer in the order of assessment,
(2) not specified but allowed all the same. The two-third net-assets in the
estates of the first kind come to Rs. 82,090 and thc assessment imposed was
Rs. 72,495, a reduction of Rs. 9,595. In estates of the second kind the two-
third pet-assets worked out to Rs., 86,844 and the assessment fixed was Rs.
82,789, a reduction of Rs. 8,605. The total two-third net-assets for all Shaikha-
wat estates was Rs. 1,18,434 and the assessment Rs. 1,05,234, giving a total
remission of Rs. 18,200, or between 11 and 12 per cent. Though this remission
was clearly intended to be only temporary and its continuance cannot cow be
claimed as a matter of right, the imposition of full rates in those villages
'would now press heavily upon them and be felt as a bardship. Owing to
the large area of waste which they possess the expansion of cultivation in these
A-19

(a) In Alwar.

(3) In Bansur.
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estates has been relatively greater tham in the rest of the tahsil, and in the
ordinary course of events many of them will have to pay a substantial enhance
ment on that account. I think the best course under the circumstances will
be not to fix any definite rate of remission or reduction from the standard of
assessment, but to consider each case on its merits, and make due allowance
for the caste and past history of the owners as well as for their present condi.
tion. This will be in accordance with the principle laid down by Captain
Abhott at last settlement. I have gousidered the matter village by village,
and I think a remission of Rs. 6,000 instead of Rs. 13,200 allowed at lust settle-
ment will be ample, and other Rajput estates as well as those held by Shai-
khawats will, where circumstances require, be allowed to share in it. The
question will be again referred to in its bearing on the new assessinent in
Chapter IX.

Another form of favourable assessment hitherto enjoyed in this tahsil is that
land formerly held revenue-free by Kanungos, Killadars and certain Rajput
families, but resumed at or before last settlement was then assecssed at lenient
rates. Such lands are known as “lakhiraji” and the leniency was in
many cases given at the expeuse not, of the State, but of the village,in the
assessment of which no allowance was made for such leniency. These cases
which are 21in number have now been separately enquired into, and where no
distinet order justifying the continuance of the exemption from full rates is
forthcoming full rates will be imposed. This is in accordance with the former

ractice in British districts where resumed lands were often temporarily assessed
or life or the term of the current settlement at half rates, and thereafter at full
rates. The area affected by this rule is small and the remission given will pro.
bably not exceed Rs. 200.

Major Powlett's remarks as to the assessment of the Thana Ghazi tahsil

() In Thana Ghasi quoted in paragraph 54 show that the
standard of assessment in the Rajawat
estates of Thana Ghazi was half and not two-third net-assets, and that both
Rajwats and Kanungos were allowed to pay rent at the rate prevalent during
the 10 years’ settlement. He goes on to say—

“ For special reasons the Rajawats, and Kanungoes of this pargana bave been dealt with
very leniently. But everywhere Thukur proprietors have been favoured. Others claiming to
hold at a chanthébat rental, 2.e., to pay but one-fourth of the crop, have been treated thus, It
has been explained to them that, as a general rule, the present assessment aims at being but
one-fourth of the gross produce, so that, strictly speaking, they have no claim to pay less than
the ordinary Jama. Since, however, tho few persons holding chautilat sanads from the Darbar
think themselves hardly used if no distinction is made between them and their neighbours, a
remission of four annas in the rupee is allowed them, but those who bave no sanads and are
not proprietors can only claum to be treated as hereditary cultivators who practically pay the
same as proprietors.”’

~ We have now {0 ascertain the remission given at last settlement to these
variodts classes, tiz.,— (1) Rajawats, (2) other Rajputs, (3) Kanungos and other
Lolders of chanlhlat sanvds, uad to what extont that remission must be maine
tained fn the new assessment.  The orders of Major Powlett are clear enough,
but much confusion arose in their application, Taking first the 7 whole
villages owned by Rojuwats, eiz, Raktpura, Suratgarh, Garh Basai, Nangal
Bani, Agar, Chausla and Gawsra Dolawa, the total net assets at last settlement
came to Kis. 22,669 on which a full two-thirds assessment would be Rs, 16,122 and
an assessment at half rates Ks. 11,385, The Jama actually imposed Rs,—18,£00
wasabout midway between the two and represented 682 per cent. of the net asseta
varying {rom 6% per cent. in Agar to only 88'4 per cent.in Gawara Dolaws.
In the new assessment I propose Lo give a reduction up to 256 per cent. on the
ordinary rates to these villages, according {o the circumstances of each, the total
amount not to exceed Rs, 2,000, for, as will be seen in Chapter IX, no enhance.
ment is being taken in this tahsil. Small remissions of the same character
vere allowed in the small estates of Gowara Bhaya and Dolawa owned respect-
ively by Kayasths and Brahmans, but the amount only comes to Rs. 80, and if
now continued will be irrcluded in the Rs. 2,000.

__Of the 12 estates owned by other Rajputs little or po reduction was sllowed
in Kualaka Bas, Malotana, Bhikampura, Gadh Chareni, Bas Biss, Sarjsapura
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meantime, and on the expiry of the term the land is held to be redeemed with-
out any further payment. 'I'his form is most common among the Rajawats of
Thana Ghazi, and partly esplains the high rato per bigha in that tahsil. An-
other method is that when the interest on the debt becomes equal to the princi-
pal, the mortgagee is put in possossion and holds the land till the full debt, prin-
cipal and interest, is discharged.

In these tahsils and especially in Thana Ghazi, where the influence of old
Rajput iders is stronger than elsewhere, the relation between debtor and creditor
are based to an extent impossible under our technieal legal system on mutual trust
and honesty., In many of the mortgages now hrought on record the mortgagees
have been in possession for over 60 years. Yet in few cases have they brought
any claim to iore~lose  They are quite willing to 1emain on as mortgagecs till
such time as the debt is discharged. The evidence of these mortgages is either
oral, or based on rough entries in old books of account (bakis) or even loose
slips of paper which would not hold good for a moment in ary ordinary court
of law, yet both parties willingly abide by them, and disputes are very rare

85. Neither the papers of last settlement nor the subsequent annual papers
Number of mutations attestod during contained any reliable record of sales and
the settlement mortgaces and the parties concerned
inorder to escape payment of the five per cent. fees to the State were unwilling
to 1cport the trinsactions.  In the attestation now made special attention was
devotel to this point. Thefollowing table shows the number of cases now
brouglht on record in muration files and the fees due :—
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All ca<es of sale and mortgage and all other disputed cases have been dis-
posed of by the Deputy Collectorsin person, viz , Alwar 3,414, Bansur 221, Thana
Ghazi 2,378, These figures will givean iden of the labour involved in preparing
a correct record of richts. T1eold record was very defective in Thana Ghazi
from the start, and in Alwar the sweeping changes in proprietary rights owing
to the famine and the great nunbers of villages resumed for which no previous
records existed made the tash a particularly arduous one.

86. The following table extracted from Statement Ishows the classification
of area in each tahsil at last settlement

Increase and decreass of area
and now:—
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The different classes of soil have been explained in paragraph 29. In
Alwar the chahi area in khiatili land which is irrigated by dhenklis or kacha
wells has been separately shown, as it is superior in quality to * Temporary
chabi.,” At last settlement ckahi and dakri fands were not shown in the same
detail as now, so to arrive at the increase or decrease the total ckahi and dehri
area (excluding dakri barishi which was then classed as barani) should be
compared.

increase in chaki area has been as follows :—

Alwar 2,780 bighas or 11 per cent.
Baosur 1,518 i ) 8
Thavna Ghazi 892 ,, ) -

The actual increase in Alwar is greater, for at last scttlement 1,353 bighas
of land were classed and assessed as chahi which were not irrigated but irri-
gable. The chaki area in Alwar also includes 876 dighas which is dakri as well
as chahi, but there is no need to classify this separately.

Io Bansur and Thana Ghazi the dofus/i chahi shows a considerable in-
crease. This is due to more accurate classification, and as the irrigating
capacity of the wells in these tahsils bas fallen ofl in recent years, it is morc
apparent than real. The system cf rotation of erops by which on some
well lands a dry and a wet crop are grown in alternate years partly expluins the
large area cof chahi 11, i.e.,, land irrigated usually, but not within the year of
attestation. The chief cause of this is, however, the diminution of the water-
supply in recent years, and in some Alwar villages where the brackish water
injures the land it is often left fallow for a year or sown with a dry crop.
The changes in working wells and laos have been explained in paragraphs
17—19, and the increase and decrease in the da/ri area in paragraph 21,

The khatili area fluctuates from year to year with the changes in the
course of the strcams cspecially where the deep stream is the houndary between
villages, tahsils or States, but on the whole it shows a tendency to decrease
rather than to increase.

The decrease of the barani area in Alwar and Thana Ghazi is due to tho
inclusion of dakri barighi which was formerly classed as barawi. . In Bansur
the great increase in barani is due to the extension of cultivation which has
taken place chiofly in the inferior soils. As regards the sub-divisions of barani,
the classification now made shows considerable changes as compa:el with last
scttlement, the general tendency of which is to hring out an increwse of the
supe:ior kinds at the expense of the inferior. This, howe er, is merely a matter
of classification and does not imply any improvement in the productive qualities
of the iand which are practically unchanged.

89. The system of husbandry pursued in the State generally has been
T — described in Chapter V of Major Powlett’s
Gazetteer, and these {ahsils present no
special features except the prevalence of dofusli cultivation on the well lands
throughout Thana Ghazi and in parts of Alwar and Bansur. This generally
takes the form of maize or cotton in the Kharif followed by wheat or barley in
the Rabi. In Alwar the chahi cultivation is gemerally in a circle round the village
site which facilitates mavuring and the protéction of the crop from wild animals.
In Banstr and Thana Glazi it is often very scattered, secking the best sites for
sinking wells between the sand dunes in the former and at the base of the hills
where it benefits from the drainage off the hill slopes in the latter. But in these
tahsils protection of the crops and manuring are ensured by the great nmumber
of outlying bamlets. As wild animals—deer, nilgni, pig, not to mention those of
a fiercer type—are common in all tahsils, the well lands are invariably protested
by an almost 4mpenctrable hedge of thorns, made of the pala or dwarf ber
where available, or of the brushwood growing along the hill slopes.

In Alwar where t'he barani cultivation is most valuable and most ecare-
fully carried on 1t is similarly protected at leastin the radi, In Bansur and
Thana Ghazi the darani cultivation is of the rovghest kind. The light soil of
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shift for themselves. To ascertain the approximate losses 1 propose to make a
complote enumeration of the cattle throughout the State this autumn in con-
nection with the preliminary census operatiouns, and I expect to find a falling
off of from 15 to 30 per cent, in the different tahsils, Of course all of these
have not been lost, as the Meos of the northern and eastern tahsils when they
realised the situation last autumn hastened to sell olf a lot of their surplus
stock at Rewari and other fairs, and though they got little for them, this helped
them to maintain the remainder. The number of ploughs in each tahsil is
also sufficient. The average area of cultivation per plough in the Punjab last
year was 12} acres, while in Alwar tahsil the average is 14 acres, in Bansur
where the lightness of the soil enables a plough to work a very large area, 18
acres, and in Thana Ghazi, where the prevalence of stilf soily, well irrigation
and double-cropping limits the area that can be worked, there is one plough to
every six acres of cultivation.

9. The facilities for pasture in each tahsil have been mentioned in para.
graphs 11 to 13 and will also appear from
the details of the uncultivated arca in
paragraph 86, When the monsoon rains are favourable the village lands yield
a fair supply of grass for 3 or 4 months, and keep the cattle going till the
kharif fodder crops, gawar-charri and the stalks of jewar, bojra and mai: e
(in Thana Ghazi) are available Villages with little or no pusture lands of
their own, ¢ g., those in the centre of the Alwar tahsil, drive their cattle off at
this period to the hill villages which bave large grazing areas.

Pasture land and pala pula.

The grazing is also supplemented hy the leaves of the pala plant or dwarf
ber which, though not so common as in lijara or Lachmangarl, is fairly abun-
dant in the lighter soils of Alwar and the stiffer soils of Bansur. It is rare
in the heavy clay soils of Thana Ghazi, and in the light sand hills of Bansur
its place is taken by pwla which is valuable for pasture, thatching, weaving
mats and baskets, ete. The hill villages have also a valuable source of fodder
in the leaves of the dhak tree (butea frondosa) which are much in demand for
milch cattle. They are also exported to Jaipur and other large cities where
they are used as platters by sellers of cooked food. Another great resource
for the pasture of cattle is the use of the State Runds. In Thana Ghazi many
of these and in Bansur a few (see paragraphs 12 and 13) are permanently leas-
ed for moderate sums to the adjoining villages, while in those which are kept
for State purposes after the grass is cut and stacked the grazing is thrown
open on payment of grazing fees. In these ways the agriculturists of these
talisils, excepting the plain or eastern portion of Alwar, are enabled to main-
tain a much greater number of cattle than their village lands would supply
grazing for, and it is the income from this source which enables many villages
of Alwar, Bansur and Thana Ghazi to pay the very heavy rates imposed on
their cultivation.

92, The vicinity of the State Runds is not, however, as already remarked
Forced labour for cutting grass for the an unmixed blessing. Ip addition to the
State. damage caused by the wild animals
which they shelter, many villages at a greater or less distance from them are
subject to the onerous obligation of supplying labour to cat grass for State pur-
ses at fixed rates which have hitherto been grossly inadequate. I his subject
ms been already discussed in paragraph 78 of my report of 1898 and paragraph
98 of my report of 1899—

The Political Agent, Lieutenant-Colonel Jennings, R.E., in his note on
the former report wrote,

¢ The system is only degar to all intents and purposes, and as the latter was abo

Maharaja Mangsl Singh, it should cease to exist in poKishangarh likewise, The prljys)g:?l !;z
have the work done, as elsewhere in Alwar by contract, is sound and I fully approve of it It
may be difficalt to at onoce arrange that no pressuie be put on the villagers to cut the i
the Ruods of Kishangarh for the next year or two, aa the State may not be in s position to de
$hie s.raight off the rec), and in consequence we might be short of grass. But if pressure is

the villagers should be liberally remunerated snd told that syrangements will be made for the
future to avoid this”’ '



(K

In forwarding the assessment report of 1899 Lieutenent-Colonel Jene
nings again wrote :==

““ We shall also endeavour to abolish ag far as practicable forced labour for cutting grase
for the State, and where this is not possible we shall remove the abuses at present incident to it.”

98. The position as regards these tathiIs is as follows. In Alwar there are

' 17 Runds with an area, including that in

e i e village boundaries, of 14,9,.527g bighas.

1n some cases the grass required by the State is cuthy contract, i.e., free labour;

in others those who cut it receive half the amount, and forced and free labour

are employed ; while in the remainder the villagers are required to cut a fixed
number of maunds at a fixed wage, viz ;=

(1) In Rund Silibheri 11 villages are compelled to cut 13,500 maunda
at the rate of 22 maunds per rupee.

(2) In Rund Jajaur 13 villages are compelled to cut 3,720 maunds at
the rate of 16 per rupee.

(8) In Rund Dadikar 19 villages have to cut £03 mannds.

(4) In Sira Bas 4 villages have to cut 10,426 maunds, at the rate of 30
maunds per rupee.

So that forced labour is exacted from 47 villages in all who have to cut
over 27,000 maunds of grass for a remuneration of about Rs. 1.60, or 23
maunds per rupee. The rates were formerly even much lower than they are

now.

In Bansur there are two large Rurds, Rampur and Narainpur, and in these
grass is cut for the State either by free labour paid in cash, generally at the rate
of 8 maunds per rupee, or the labourer receives half of the grass he cuts. This
system gives rise to no complaint. But 25 villages are compelled to cut an-
pually 16,9656 maunds of grass in Rund Sira Bas in Alwar. All were formerly

id at the rate of 974 maunds per rupee, but last year the rate was raised and
mctuating rates fixed varying from 30 maunds per rupee for villages distant less
than 6 miles from the Rund to 1¢ maunds per rupee for villages distant over

15 miles. \

In Thana Ghazi many of the Runds are permanentty leased to the zamin-
dars. Of the Runds in the occupation of the State the grass is cut in Lotha Bas
and Ajabgarh Runds by free labour or by contract or un half datai. In Rund
Jodha Bas also free labour is generally employed, the labourer getting half of
the amount he cuts, but in some years the four villages adjoining the Rund are
impressed to cut the amountof grass required at the rate of 32 maunds per
rupee.

94, From this survey of the h(sxistilng -arrangements it will be seen
. . that the present system is extraordine.

Fropossis:far its sbolition, arily arbilt.)rary an{i unequal. Where
forced labour is employed, it is attended with very serious abuses. The
season chosen for catting is October—November when the zamindars
are busiest in their fields, reaping the kharif and sowing the radi.
They are then summoned from their villages by the sswars and sepoys of
the Rund Department and dragged away often to distances of 15 or 20 miles.
Through every stage of the operations they are at the mercy of the under-
lings of the Rund or Forest Department. Eoven when they have cut their
quota of grass, they are kept hanging about for (}ays under the pretext that
the grass cannot bé weighed till it is dried, and in some cases (e.g, that of
Rund S8ira Bas) they are compelled to take it into Alwar to be weighed.
Thus their time is wasted when it is most valuable to them, and meantime
their crops may be rotting at home or left unprotected to the depredations of
birds and beasts, I can say without hesitation, after three years’ experience
of the State during which I have visited nearly every village, that this is by
fer the most serious grievance which the zamindars complain of. Some of
them no doubtare given certain indirect advantages inthe form of lenient

A-=22
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rates of grazing, by way of making the burden more acceptable, but they are
ready to forego this and even to pay the State double and treble the remunera.
tion which they now receive if only this harassing relic of begar is done away
with. Many of the villages on which the olligation is imposed, especially in
Bansur, live 15 to 20 miles away from the Runds, never send their cattle to

ze in them, and derive no benefit from them direct or indirect. So galling
was the obligation found by these Bansur villages that, finding it impossible
to discharge it in person, they arrange with the two villages adjoining the Rund—
Dbamlaka Bas and Chinde—to undertake their liability and pay the latter
at the rate of 6 or 8 maunds per rupee, whereas they themselves were paid
by State formerly at the rate of 97§ maunds per rupee and now at the rate of 16
to 30 mans, so that in order to transfer their obligation to others they pay about
4 times more than they receive from the State. Even this, however, doss nat
secure them against harassing interference by the Rund officials who, when it
so pleases them, insist on the obligation being discharged personally and hitberto
have had the power of imposing tines in default, The whole question in these
tahsils is now under the consideration of the Political Agent and Council, and
I have suggested that as the State in many cases can and does get the work
dore by contract or by free labour, and as the villages in Bansur which are at
a d'stance from the Rund are able to arrange to have the work done for them
by contract, there seems to be no reason why the State should maintain in a
certain number of villages in each tahsil this nnequal and vexatious form of
begar. No doubt, looking at the matter solely from the point of view of the
Department concerned, the system of free labour, hesides depriving it of prero-
gatives which are often exercised with unnecessary harshness, will be more
costly. But if the matter be examined from a broader standpoint, it will be
seen that the State will not bea loser. If the present system is maintained, I
shall, in assessing the villages in which the forced labour is exacted, have to
make allowance for the direct and indirect loss to the people, while if it is
abolished, I shall be able to take an enhancement on this account alone far
larger than the extra cost of free labour to the State. At the same time the
relief to these villages will beimmense. I trust therefore that the State,
which has always held perhaps the highest reputation of any in Rajputana
for just and liberal dealing with its zamindars, will see its way to abolishing once
for all throughout the State this serious grievance which is felt all the more
because it presses on the people partially and unevenly. The present time
when the people are suffering scverely from the effects of a series of bad years
would be particularly appropriate for this concession.

95. The general condition of the people may be gathered from what has
been said in this and the preceding Chapter.
While they cannot be called prosperous, no
more can they he spoken of as degraded or impoverished. They are fortunate in
the administration, for during the last 30 years there has been no serious oppres-
sion or misgovernment, and while their rights which are wider than those
enjoyed usually in Native States are recognised and enforced by the State,
their liabilities are not as a rule exacted with harshness or severity. The
Rajput zamindars, who have nothing but the land to live on, are the worst off,
as they are as a ruie thriftless and idle themselves, and get no help from their
womenkind who do not even busy themselves with such indoor ocoupations as
spinning yara or common embroidery. The Rajputs of these tahsils too are
averse to service even within the State, and though Rajputs form about 4 per
cent, of the population, I am informed that it is with difficulty that the
single Rajput squadron of Imperial 8ervice Cavalry can be kept up to strength.
It is not a matter of surprise therefore that the Rajputs, where they are not
mafidars or in receipt of State allowances, are generally struggling, or that where
they have any credit to draw upon they are deepiy in debt.

General condition of the people.

Jats and Meos are generally fairly well off, though few are wealthy. Gujara
who live by agriculture are in ordinary ciroumstances, but some of those who
have large herds of cattle often accumulate considerable wealth, Brahmins as
8 rule are fairly industrious and well-to-do, and in most of their one or
two men will be found who lend money. Minas, though not less sstrious
than Brabmina, are less prosperous. They often waste money on funeral fessts.
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shown in the next chapter, we can form a rough estimate of the extent to
which prices have risen. This estimate has been worked out in detail by the
Deputy Collector M. Rallia Ram for the Bansur and Thana Ghazi tahsils, and
it will be sufficient if I here show the result, #iz., the percentage by which prices
have risen compared with the actual prices prevailing in the 6 years bLefore
last Settlement.

Enanzr crors, Riprx erors. Totav,
KRo. Rise of prices by
Dansur. '2;:1? Bansar. T’l;‘"';:' Bangur, 'E’L’:;:
1 I Average prires of 11 years 1687-58- 1808 00 . 16 13 1y 11 111 12
] Do 13 years since iset Settiemeyy - (] 13 8 1 9
s Do a8 now assumed . ] [ 19 ['] U} 1]

Thus it will be seen that in Bansur prices have risen Ly 10 to 15 per cent.
according to the standard assumed and in Thana Ghazi by 9 to 12 per cent.
In Alwar the iucrease has Leen smaller from 5 to 10 per cent.. as the railway
had been opened before last Settlement.  On the whole the rise of prices which
ean be claimed as an argument for enhancement is at the outside not more than
10 per cent., and of course against this we must set off the increase in the cost
of production owing to the rise in the wages of labour, in the price of cattle,
cost of sinking wells, and othor instruments of production.

CHAPTER V.

CROPS AND OUTTURN.

101 Statement IT shows in detail :w=(a) The erops grown at last Bettle-
Crop statistics of last Scttlement ang Mment; (&) during the 5 years 1§93-04—
SLPHASIN Ford, . 1897.98 preceding the present Settlement
and the average for the period ; (¢) in the year 1898-99 taken as the basis of
the present Settlen.ent.

An abstract of the statistics is given in the following table to bring out the
fiuctuations in sowings, and in the distribution of the crops over the kharif and
rubi.

‘ ALwas. Baxsvs Tua¥s Guaar
Period.
Pronoyging Praportion Proportion
Kharit. Rabi. Total. | ol <roye to] Kharit, Rabt. Totul, | of craps ta| Kharit, Rabu Total, | of crope te
eultivagipn caltivation eultivation.
T et flpn— e
Last Sottloment 1,13,501 65,727 1,00,419 102) 1,190,187 35,672 | 1,545,600 108 34,3603 10,865 53,061 s
(67) (33) (100) un (23) (100) (54) (38) (100)
WS4 1,160,068 o744 1,70717 08,803 30,431 {  1,18,035 ; 26,551 23,887 50,418 .
10608 .. 1,058,420 a3, 1,058,640 - 02,819 35,831 | 1,23,650 = 28,271 22,789 49,056
106598 .. 03,806 084,788 1,67,685 o 90,412 81,920 1,%2,331 23,773 22,200 44,074 =
W7 .. w 1,10,384 42,481 1,853,868 . 1,068,567 33,050 1 140,217 27,511 16,705 44,210
e . 1,14,128 87,017 1,81,748 1,135,091 3,758 1,146,839 2 29,873 18,821 48,803
t3) 87, (100) [449] e 10y (o1 (39) (100}
fvengiof Syonm .. 1,06,787 60,646 | 1,080,309 100 ] 1,00,397 83,910 | 134,218 03 26,802 0,602 47,395 108
(64) (36) Qo) {78} . 136) (1t0) (67 148) (100)
obao .. Vi 1,390,878 4,000 1,710,068 101 1,19,511 29,808 1,490,319 90 9,278 16,533 51,104 bRV
{n) 9) (180} (e0) (20) (100) (67 (83) (100)
[T T me | LEB088 MOT0 | 160,082 8| 1,800 122,898 | 143,88 91 34,420 3,487 4,877 14
1 .3 an | () (04) (18) (100) 9) (2) 100
E Y

-23
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The first point to notice is the decrease in the proportion of ckahs crops in
all tahsils. The causes of this have bcen already dwelt on, and they are to
a large extent only temporary. Itis also probable that the returns of last
Settlementbeing those of a year of abundant rainfall show exceptionally good
results, and similar circumstances would now produce equally good results as
the returns of 1897-98 show. lhe unimportance of the dehri area appears
from the fact that in no tabsil does the proportion of dakri crops exceed 2 per
cent,

Mhnize and sugarcane in the kharif are invariably irrignted crops, as are
wheat and barley in the rabdi excepting the small area sown on dakri-lands.
Cotton is usually an irrigated crop, but if rains are early and favouralle, a
good deal of barani cotton is sown especially in Alwar. Jawar and bejra are
generally unirrigated, bat a small arca is sown on chahi lands and gets a few
waterings if rains are deficient. This is generally followed by a rabi crop.
Moth, mung and masina are nearly always dry crops, and so are gram and oil-
geeds in the rabi.  The only crops which are regularly manured are sugarcane,
cotton and maize in the kharif, wheat and barley in the rabi. Where the
supply is abundant, dajra and jewar also receive some of it.

103. Coming now to individual crops, we find that sugarcaneis grown to an

T wm— appreciable extent only in Thana Ghazi

Sugarcane. and even there the area has fallen from 8

to *5 per cent., which is due partly to

the fall in price owing to foreign competition, and partly to decrease in the

irrigating capacity of the wells. The old cumbrous forin of stone press is used
for extracting the juice. The gur, however, is famous for its quality.

Indigo was formerly grown in the Ajabgarh and Baldeogarh parganas, but
Tadigs, not to a large extent. TIts cultivation is

. now restricted to 41l dighas in two villages
near Baldeogarh irrigated by the Naraini spring.

The area under cotton in these tahsilsis not larece and of recent

Cotton. years has fallen off slightly in Alwar and
) Bansur asits cultivation in barani lands
is dependent on early raing, but has increased in Thana Ghazi.

Bajra is perhaps the most important food crop as regards area. It

Bajra, arsounts to about one.fourth of the crop

area in Alwar and Bansur and one-eighth

in Thana Ghazi. The area sown is fairly constant as it is always a favourite

barani crop. It thrives best insoils of medium or fairly light quality, takes

little out of the ground, ripens in 8eptember and therefore suffers less than

jawar from an early cessation of the rains, while if rains are prolonged, gram
or oilseeds can be cown after the bajra is reaped.

Jawar in Alwar and Thana Ghasi where the stiff soils suit it, covers

Jawar. an arca equal to that under bdajra, but

in Bansur owing to the poorness of
the soil it is hardly grown outside the Narainpur pargana and even there
the area is not consideriable, only 1 per cent. of the crop area. In Alwar its
popularity is enbanced by the fact that the stalks (karbi) find a ready market
as fodder in the city and are also bought upin large quantities by the State to
feed the State cattle, clephants, etc. For this reason the zamindars round Ak

war {ind if profitable to sow jewar in land which is eminently suited for darani
cotbon.

Maize is grown in Alwar and Bansur only in the hill villages on
fiien dofasli lands. In Alwar the area shows

) an upward tendeney, but in Bansur it

is declining owing to the scarcity of water. In Thana Ghazi, it is by far the
most important food crop covering nearly 20 per cent. of the cultivated area.
The land is generally manured for it, and the maize of this tract is famous for

its excellence and much in demand for makin§ the crisp cakes known as papar
which are sold largely in the Alwar bazar.
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In Alwar no separate rates of yield have been assumed for nakri crops as
nahri is to be assessed as dakr¢ sabika. “For dahkri present and dahri sabika the
same rates have been assumed in Alwar, but in Bansur and Thana Ghazi wlhere
the area of these classes is very small, they bave been included under barani, as
the difference in the yield is very slight. ‘Ihere are separale rates for perma-
nent and temporary chahi in Alwar, but in the other two tahsils, the area of
temPorary chaki being very small, it has been merged in permanent chakhi.

For the miscellaneous crops not shown in the table cash rates per bigha
have heen assumed as shown in paragraph 99.

The above figures allow for seed the amount of which required per bigha
is the same as given in previous reports. There is no adjoining British terri-
tory with which the rates can be compared, and for the adjoining State of
Jaivur rates are not available. By comparison with the Alwar iahsils already
assessed the rates in Thana Ghazi especially for the two leading crops--maize
and barley—are high, but the difference is in accordance with admitted facts,

108. Compared with the rates assumed in Akbar’s time for calculating

the value Of the produve (SCG para"rnph
. . : ) o]
C::mParxson with the rates in Akbar’s 39)’ the rates S 1 locidod]

light. I quote the rates of yield for a few of the leading crops.

—

AVERAGE YIELD YIELD NOW ABSUMED,
Crop.
Assumed b Highest (irriga- Lowest (unirrigated).
Akbar. ted).
Cotton” ... - v 73 5 1}
Jawar . vee s 10} 8} 2
Til o " oo 6 6 13
Wheat ... o o "o 13 12 2
Barley ... oo i 13 | 15 2
Gram ... - - 1} 0 2
Sarson ... e .. sus 8§ 7 2

¥

Thus Akbar’s average rate is gonerally above the Alwar highest rate on
irrigated lunds. llis assessment aimed at taking one-third of the crop by
the high rates he assumed. While in Alwar the State takes about one-fourth of
the Jow rates now assumed, and that after allowing liberal deductions for [cdder
and failure of crops.

109. The reasons for fodder deductions have been explained in paragrapbs
96 and 111 of previous reports. They
are cspecially necessary in tabsils like
these, where a great number of cattle must be maintained to work the wells
and these cattle have to be stall-fed for the greater part of the year. T'o meet
this demand some crops such as gawar-charri are grown esclusively, and others
such as carrots and turnips largely for fodder. 1 have thercfore after local
enquiries allowed the following deductions in each tahsil—as representing
approximately the extent to which the crops are laid under contribution for the

Deductions for fodder erops.

fodder of cattle employed in agriculture. .
Tahsil Jawar Gaaz Moth Barle Gra Oilseed: Vegetables, Percentage of
. i charri. masina. A G 1eeeds 1 carrote, ' total crops.
Alwar .. I¢pe | 76pe| 2 pec 4po| d4pe| 2pe| 50po 11p.0
Bansar .. 10 All. " p.c " 2 , " 16 p. o,
Thans Ghazi ¢ All 4 d4p.ec . 20 i I 7po
4
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(8,39,078) (3,99,028) . Grorcs i wtanad
Bapsur .. v 3
1892.93—1807-08 ... 3,065,084 4,309,350 wiws | ssem 8,36,334 ]!.08,833
|
L! 1899-1000 .., 4,91,483 9,32,486 — e | 7,683,969 | 1,58,402
r!1808-99 ... wo | 186,531 | 100,139 | 2,03,603 | 17,583 449,999 | 1,27,082 | 6,76,905 144,220
(2,00,670) (260,235) | ... Wi
Th hazi o 4
Ko 1892.93—1897-08 ... 270,888 821767 | ... e | 502,853 | 1,48,168
L' 1869-1900 ... 2,84,200 2,02,200 e | 456,556 | 1,21,699

In the above table the correctness of the calculation can be guaranteed
only for the year 1898.99, as a careful crop inspection was made during the
attestation proceedings and the crops were carefully classified according to soils
and irrigation. The estimates for the five years’ period and the year 18v9.1900
are only approximations of a rough kind. Thus the results have been worked
out for the latter year as if the outturn were that of a normal year, whereas
the barani crops were barely one-fourth, and the ckaki from one-half 1o three-
fourths of the normal. The table in addition to giving the estimate of the
total value of the crops is also useful in showing the comparative values of the
khagpif and rabi, the irrigated and the unirrigated crops. Taking one-fourth of
the produce as a rough estimate of the State share, this would yicld a consie
derable increase on the present jamasin Alwar and Bansur and a considerable
decrease in Thana Ghazi, where, as will presently appear, the State share it
taken as two-thirds of the owner’s share comes out higher than onec-fourth of
the produce.

CHAPTER VI.

OWNER’S SHARE OF THE PRODUCE AND ITS VALUE.

112, The areas beld under rents in kind in each tahsil have been shown in

paragraph 77 and the reasons for the
reﬁ{:?nﬁg&r and ordinary rates of prevalence of this form of rent in Bansur

explained. The share of the produce
zvl}x)ilch the owner actuully receives on each class of soil, is shown in the following
able.

ToOTAL ARPA UNDER D
ot e ALREA PAYING.
Orw-BiLY, Two-rivres, ONRtHIAD, DN R-FOURTL. Fusn
Tahsil, e
% . % 3 4 5
Tl | E T F % E g3
. )}
5 £ & & E & k E
E SR g | E g 3 a g
I A ot | e e R e -—H_ p S— S— LJ - H-_. D
Alwer ... 210 ™ 5 120 6| .. w8 es w| )l 1|
Bansur - 6,229 12,768 871 046 1,640 1,088 8,300 9,000 20| a0 81| 10
Thana Ghagl ... 2,068 61| 1,181 179 108 1 574 241 74 16| 30| o5
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Thus we have arrived at the theoreticnl 8taté demand caleulated as fwo-
thirds of owner’s share of the crops of the year 1898.99. f%'he caleulation
might similarly be extended to the average of the five years 1893-94—1897-08
and to the crops of the past year 1899-1900, but this is not nececssary for our
present purpose. 5

115. By the samec method as described in paragraphs 114 and 117 of pre-
Value of the owner’s share per kgha, vious reports, having ascertained (see Ap-
ie, ot aBsOLs per bigha by kind rents. pendix E) the total value of the crops
grown on each class of soil, wo can deduce
as shown in the following table for each class the value of the owner's share,
i.e., net rental, and of the State share at two-thirds—rovenue rate—per bigha
and thus arrive at rent and revenue rates which will be a useful check on the
cash rents and revenue rates worked out in the next chapter.

Caant Dawny, Baraxt,
SO — ;
1. ‘
Bhur,
Tahsil, Detall, Permanent, l N
i |
‘ | 11. !
' £ | T 1 E
. ) o £ ‘ < @ o3 5
= = . SH: PR o °
R Ey 3 e B ELE| RS .| B
S = | 3 i ERE 13 5 q = o L] g
= Bl - [ 1 e v & P @ | W = E'-' 2
i ] PR
J 1 ) } {
| | - | .
Re.a. p. Re.a. . Bs, aop8s.a 1o Bsoa plRecas p Re. o, p. R, a. p 'R, o, pe Be. 4 1o 6. & 1 e, o, .
| ¥ | ‘ ‘ n‘ r s l)’!a]klnl H.all)inl.n.p.[u,g.p,ai“.p Bs. &. p.
: s | |
Owner’s  hare  por | su o | F 0350 P 0 42 3102 7 22 0 el 11 L1 8 11 31
[I biyhas i { | . | | | 115 3310 0
Almar o 4! | ! ! ; { i
U F;:x:;:a shate  per | . 31808 .. e |21 031810 .. 120 81 711110 11 6 61 8 10 1012 01 a30]118 o
gha. H
f o , !
.| Owner's  sghare er 713 76 6 0 510 5 ¢t 2 3 412 8 110 ia barani 18 7 2 i .
1| bugho. e 1 1 2 6013110 8 dloxs v m
Bausur ‘I J i | 1
State  slute por 63 93 B 3 312 8212 2,9 381 ., 211 4 A 018 Y o12 4
Ui wge. ‘ | ; f ) 00306109 ojl1g ¢
Owner’'s shure  per 12 410 6 16 1; MmIl 36 4 1801 07 8103 4 6 al s 290110401500““1!095’3
bigha, l | i
Thans Ghazi { ; l ! )
11 Btate share er {9 8 3 410 0 .. 7 2242861260062 28u¢u Y 111 4
i'm;/m. g ; l ' ’ 116010 ¢/09 %1 11003 a0
{ i

It-has to be remembered that the estimate of total jama and tho rates per
bigha arrived at in this chapler are based on the assumption that all the land
is assesced at two-thirds of tho net assets, The deductions to be allowed for
favourable asscssment of privileged classes have been mentioned in paragraph
80 and will be again referred to in Chapter IX. 4

Other points to be noted are:—(1) The value of the straw has not been
taken into account as ‘he owner ordinarily reccives no-share of it, thouzh in
Rajput villages the cultivators often pay the owners a certain amount of ngeen
fodder, carrots or bundles of bhusa—a survival of their ancient rights. (2) The
calculation covers only the produce of cultivated land and does not include
the miscellaneous income from waste and pasture land, such as sales of fuel
charcoal, milk, gki, wool, grazing fees, ete., etc., which form a not inconsider:
able item of the assets throughout Thana Ghazi, and in the hill villages of
Alwar and Bansur. In Thana Ghazi I would put thetotal income from these
sources at Rs. 80,000 and in Alwar and Bansur at Rs. 20,000 each, and about
balf of this income goes to the owners.
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possession of the land, but the tenant swed them and not only recoverpd
possession of the land at the old rent, but was decreed heavy damages, while
the owners were fined for contempt of Court ar}d their securities forfeited.
Under such a policy it is surprising not that rents in excess of the State demand
are low, but that they should exist at all, while it is not to be wondered at that
concealment of rents where they exceed the State demand, is only too common.

119. The average kkatauni rents for the di{‘ferent‘;zllz;sses of soil z;)s {ieducted
from Statement are given below, to-

d o
Bot eaais. 53&"5&’23‘3‘1?:?;‘ :ﬁ;,‘,’.ﬁ{;; to gother with the total net assets deduced by
them. applying them to the total cultivation, and
the State share at two-thirds of this is also compared with the present demand.

Kind of aoil. Alwar, Bansur. ggg:’f_ Tahsil. Tgty:::ze:l‘.:“ I.I?;g;;:}i’ie dpemg
Rs. A. P, | Re, A, P.| BRs, A P, Bs. Re. Rs.

Chahi - o 417 315 6 8 0 6} Alwar - 8,45,771 2,30,514 3,74,068

Nahri s o o 4 00 17 1 9 | Bansur s o 2,156,002 1,438,736 1,063,904

Dahri, present - - s 218 2 9 6| Thana Ghas! 2,01,618 1,384,342 1,860,623
w former aer o 270 100 1noe
w  Barishi o e o 100 inoe
Barani Chiknot ™ o 201 169 111 ¢
o  Mattlyar 1 838 ol 7 1238
+» Bhurl e o 014 9 048 9 015 O
" R § G 012 4 208 8 0 49
Average barani o 1 8 2 010 6 1 28
Khatili ... o oo 177 111 9 118
Total average 162 473

It will be seen that while the total net assets of each tahsil as calculated
from these khatauni reuts is considerably above the present demand,—wviz., by
%6 per cent. in Alwar, 32 per cent. in Bansur, and 34 per cent. in Thana Ghazi,

the new jama if taken astwo-thirds of the net assets would fall considerably
below the present demand in each tabsil.

On the other hand the demand brought out in Chapter VI by taking two-
thirds of the net assets calculated on rents in kind gave a considerable increase
on the present demand in Alwar and Bansur, and a slight increase in Thana
Ghazi. We have now therelore to endeavour to reconcile these results the dis-
crepancy between which is mainly due to the kkatauni cash rents, when taken
in the gross without careful discrimination, being unreliable. The first point
is to consider the other ront dafa available, and for this purpose special enquiry
has been made in each tahsil with the following results. “

120. The average rent rates in Alwar taken on maf holdings and on

8pecial enquiry into rents in Alwar. %tf‘f g)lfmds aro as follows (see Btatement

. Bamawy,
Detai lu, Chahl, Nahri. Dahri, Khatill,

Chiknot., | Matifyar, | Bhur L. | Bhueril,

Be.A. P.| Bo. AP} Re.A.P.| Ra A P.| B A P.{ Bo.A.P. | Be A, P.| Re AP,
Maft holdings e o 610 9 618 & 334 014 0 218 0 1809 1038 01810

Biate lands.., - wl o 710 6] 888 - s685¢8| 266 o -
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The rents are, except in the case of Bhur I, from 50 to 150 per cent. higher
than the khatauni rents, and the mafi rents if taken as average would bring
out a demand considerably higher than that deduced from rents in kind in Chap-
ter VI. Though useful for comparison, they cannot, however, be taken as avers
age rents for most of the mafi and State lands are in the vicinity of Alwar
city, and are among the most fertile and best situated in the tahsil. To ensure
average results I instructed the Deputy Collector to select 25 to 80 representa-
tive villages of different classes all over the tahsil in which there was reason to
believe that the rents had been accurately recorded, ard taking the whole area
paying cash rents in these villages and the total rental to work out averages for
the whole tahsil. This has been done in 27 villages (a) with the following

results.

CHAHI, Daunx, Baraws,
Particulars, Khatili,
Brva
Permanent.|Khatill, | Temporary.] Prosent. For:jner Chiknot. | Mattiyar,
an
Barigui,
I 1I.
Area 1,909 222 127 637 074 [} 2,011 5,413 846 85
B { Awgrage rent Bs. 6 0-8 417 3.8-11 8-8-10 275 1-12-8 3.6-3 2.2-11 16-7 | 118
Area e 084 578 oo 389 1,468
Wik { Average ront Ra. 7-9-7 3-3-9 , 8.3.7 $.6.8 '

The khalsa area on which the averages are deduced represents about one-
fourth of the total area under ‘* other cash rents *’ and the results are, I think,

very fairly reliable.
The average rent rates assumed at last Settlement as now ascertained by
totalling the mikasi or net assets of the different classes of soils in the village

note-books, reducing the amount in proportion to the percentage of the net assets
taken, and dividing the result by the total area of cach class of soils work out as

‘follows : =

Barani.
Chahi. Dahri. Average,
Chiknot. Mattiyar. Bhaur I Bhar II.
Rs. A, P. Re. A. P Rs. A. P. Rs. A. P. Rs. A, P, Bs. A. P Rs. A. P,
4 14 6 2 9 8 2 4 10 1 14 6 1 4 2 015 11 2 61

and by @m rison with these, the present rents in the 27 selected villages show

a substantial increase.
Enquiry has also been made as to the rents realised in jagir villages with the

following results.

Nota~~(a) Alwar, Nung
Jatiave, Baleta, Navgla 8

pas,

la Banjir, Dasuls, Kitora Nangli Kota, Kali Khol, Nangla Jogi, Khuntcta Kalan, Umran,
edlu, Chandoli, Chikani, Ballanbors, Khudsnpuri, Usudpur, Mungaska, Bakbtpoes, Milak-

‘Bahals, Interans, Somnsuli, Akbarpur, Bagar Rejput.



Villages.

Chahi rent.

Barani rent.

Manpur ...

Mirzapur ...

LEY]

Rs. A, P.
4 2 0

3 0 Otod 0 O

Rs. A. P,
0150to1 5 O

2 00to2 8 0

Kakrali ... we |3 6 0 110 0O
Nangla Choran ... | % batai. 112 0
Jharera ... i 1 8 0
Saidpur »os . |7 8 0 012 0to2 10
Kesrauli .. |4 8 0 2 0 0
121. After caroful consideration of all the data available I have fixed

Assumed or corrected cash rontsin

the following as fair average cash rent-

Alwar. rates for the tahsil as a whole.
Cuami. Dangi. Baraxi,
Avorage - Averago T Average | Avera 14
chahu Khatil, ! - daliric 1 baraui | sll e:l'iu?
ormer
I. 1% Kbatih Tem- Present. | and Barishi Cluknot. | Mattiyar | Bhur 1, § Bhar I1,
porary i nahirl,
|
!
Bs. 5, p.|Rs. 8. p,{Bs. 2. p'Bs, 2. p| Bs. 8. p.Rs. 8 p R a. p Beo o piBe. o, p] Be.n plRe o, p|KRe. o, p'Be. 8 p[Re. 0. p/Be. a p| R, 8 p.
8 00 0) 4 4 0] 300 6 7 6) 180 3120i280$80 213 41 2 40| 200 150(3100) 11 8 2906

These rates are a little lower for chalki, a little higher for dakri and almost
the same for darani as the rates based on rents in kind in Chapter VI.  Apply-
ing them to the areas of 1898-99 and taking two-thirds as the State share they
bring out a net assets of Ks. 4,41,914, and an assessment of Rs. 2,914,609, which
is only Rs. 723 less than the estimate based on rents in kind. This estimato I
therofore regard as a very reliable one, and the rates per bigha obtained by
taking two-thirds of the assumed or corrected rcnt-rates as the most suitable for
revenue rates.

122. The miscellaneous Jata in Bansur and Thana Ghazi are not so full
a as in Alwar. There are no State lands of

any account, and the mofi rents are not so
Such as they are, the results arc shown below.

8pecial enquiry in Bansur an

Thana Ghazi.
complete or reliable.

ap— —

Cuant, Bawawy,
Tahsll, Detail. Dahri.
Dofash, 'Ekfasll, | Total, Chiknot,| Mattiyar, Bhur I, Bhar 11, Tota}
berani.
[ Area .. s | 1,048 o 1,048 7 156 804 1,148 b38 3,00
Bavsur l
t Averago rent Re. | 4-07 . 407 | 148 [1.11-4 148 007 0.7-8 G130
Area .., o 034 200 834 | 28 98 218 2] " 868
Thans Ghasl,.,
Average ront Re, | 1049 | 450 | 808 0.13.8 [1-139 0180 0138 194
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Cranr, Daun, Bagant,
Tabsil. Khatili, . Avazaasn.
Dofasll, | Ekfaell. | Total. % | Prosent. | Other, Chiknot. | Mattisar. | PHUF Hn Total,
3 i G
g b e o
Re.A.P.|Ra.A. P.| Rs. A. P.|Rs. A.P Ry, A. P, e, A. P,/ Re. A, P. [ Ru. A P.|Rs A, P.| Be, A, P. { Ra. A. P.| Rs, A. P.
{:} ST .
e oo 3 41 e, - 1 83001 4 6/o0o1 7{o0o1w {1 & 7{1 9 7
11111
Bansur
6§ 88( 2838|211 6 .. 1131 172{ 1 6 6{ 42 7{1 8 0{ 010 7/ 0 2 8,011 4{1 3 1
Thana Ghazi .
{8 8100) 4446 2 3[509¢2 3-8-10 154 1 1 8|1 6 o/l 1 2 2/ 111 ¢j010 6f1 01:1]38 3 4

In Thana Ghazi there was also a rate of 2} aunas per digha on new fallow
1f we apply these rates to the present areas,
the result compares thus with the present jama :—

and 1} annas on culturable.

Tahail, Prescut Jama. Jama by old rates. Differenee
+Or=
Rs. Rs. Rs.
Alwar .. 2,74,665 2,80,537 +35.878
Baunsur - vos ves 1,63,304 1,77,832 +14,528
Thana Ghazi . g 1,500,622 1,57.716 47,003

so that there is an increase in each tahsil—slight in Alwar, moderate in
Thana Ghazi, and considerable in Bansur. Assuming that the rates of last
Settlement were fair at the time, they should now be increased by some, if not
all, of the extent to which prices have since risen. Buat before deciding on the
amount of tho new assessment it is desirable to bring together briefly the reasons
for and against enhancement.

126. The jncrease or d‘ecrease in the caltivated area (paragraph 86) chahi
Corsiderations for and against area and dekré area (87) number of wells

Onkisncumons. and laos (17) ploughs (90) prices (100) and

populatior (73) is summed up in the following table. -

Total Dahri
Tahail. eultivation.] Chahdk exel mili ng Wolla, Laos. Plougbs. | Population.| Prices.
barishi,
Alwar +25 +10 +5 +18 +18 65 +7'6
Bansur - +8 +6 ave -—3 Nil, +14 -f +10
Thana Ghazi Nil. +35 +23 +3 +14 +9 +4 +9

In Alwar there has heen an improvement under all heads except that of
population, in Bansur under all heads except population (the decrease in which
is open to some donbt) and wells the decreaso in which was made good in the
year 18990-1000. Thana Ghazi has improved in all respects except cultivation
which is stationary, but the year just closed shows an onormous temporary
decrease in wells owing to the drought. Among more general reasoms for
enbancement mby be urged :—

(1) The improvement in communications, especially in' Alwar, by the open-
ings of the railway and construction of new roads; (2) the general abolition of
begar und miscellaneous petty items of taxation by thelate Maharaja and the
free recognition of the rights of the people in the land and its produce; (8)
the considerable fakavi advances made free of chrge (paragraph 20) for agri-
cultural improvament; (4) the expenditure incurred by the State on new
irrigation dams from which hitherto little or no revenue has been realised.

On the other hand, we must bear the following facts in mind as advising

caution in assessment :—(1) The tract bas suffered severely from the drought
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which were last assessed 25 years ago, and the right of the people on the other
fo be protected against over-assessment and to have such a demand fixed as
will conform to the standard of assessment prescribed and can be paid with
reasonable ease and punctuality over an average of years, I consider that the
following amounts represeunt the State share at two-thirds of the net assets
of the cultivated and fallow land :—Alwar Rs. 2,94,000, Bansur Rs. 1,81,000,
Thana Ghazi Rs. 1,65,000. These are practically the mean of Estimates F («)
and 1T in Alwar and Thana Ghazi, and in Bansur only about Rs. 2,000 above.
These estimates take no account of the profits from the waste to be taken into
account in assessing which 1 estimate as follows :(—Alwar Rs. %,000, Bansur
Rs. 2,200, Thana Ghazi Rs. 4,500.

129. The total assessment by two-thirds of the net as<ets should therefore he —
Assessment, proposed incidence, and Alwar Rs, 296,()00, Bansur Rs, ],86,200,
percentage of enhancement. and Thana Ghazi Rs. 159,500, but allow-
ing for the reduction to be given in Bansur and Thana Ghazi for Rajput and
other estates aud boldings to he assessed below the two-thirds standard, viz.,
Bansar Rs. 6,200, Thana Ghazi Rs. 6,500, the assessment which I propose is—
Alwar Rs. 2,96,000, Bansur Rs. 1,80,000, Thana Ghazi Rs. 1,53,000.
The enhancement by thiese proposals and the incidence per digha ol cultiva-
tion are shown in the following table.

INCREASE.

Present Proposed 1.

Tahsil. jama Incidence. {from | I"“g’;jﬁ per
(18u8-49.) 1900-190L3} ot | Ter cont.

Rs. A. .| Rs. Rs. " Rs. A. P
Alwar v | 274,665 1 911 296,00 21,335 | 8 112 0
Bansur 1,63,304 1 0 9| 1,80,000 16,696 | 10 1 26
Thana Ghazi ., 1,50,622 3 65 7| 1,53,000 2,375 | 15 366
Total .| 6,38,501 1 8 9| 629,000 40,49 7 110 6

130. The enhancement proposed may seem small, even in comparison with
that taken in the nine alrendy-assessed
tahsils where it was 10 per cont, but with
regsard to the pitch of the existing assessment, the revenue history of these
tahsils since last Settlement, and the considerations for and against enhancement
set forth in Chapter VILI, I think it is the most which the State can safely
claim to realise or which the people can be fairly ealled upon to pay. Of
course the State could exact more than the jama here proposed at least in
years of average prosperity, but in doing so it would be encroaching on the
one-third share of the profits of cultivation, which at last Settlement and now
has been recognised as the right of the zamindars. I have no hesilation in
raying that including the remission made in favour of Rajput landholders
the assessment proposed is a full two-thirds of the net assets and is from 50 to
76 per cent. higher than I should propose were I assessing a British district
in the Punjab where half of the net assetsisthe limit of the State domand.
Itis for this reason that I am proposing only a nomiual increase of 15 per cent.
in Thana Ghazi which since the 10 ycars Settlernent has been assessed up to
the full limit of its capacity. In fact the cultivated area of that tahsil cannot
stand even the pettiest enhancement and I propose to eke out the small incroase
proposed by distributing it over the villages which have profits from grazing
and the produce of their cattle.

The enhancement of Rs. 21,335 proposed in Alwar may seem heavy
‘having regard to the fact that the arrears even on the present demand uverage
Rs. 7,000 per annum. The arrears are however chiefly of old standing, dating
back to the time when the tahsil was suffering {rom the effects of the famine

Justification of the proposals.
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of 1877-78, and it has been shown in paragraphs 60-61 that in the 10 years
1868-69—1897-98 when things resumed their normal course, the collections
exceeded the demand by overa lakh, or by Rs. 10,000 per annum.

In Bansur I should not have proposed so large an increase—over 10 per
cent.—were it not that the remission given to Rajputs, which at last Settlement
amounted to about Rs. 13,200, has now been reduced to Rs. 6,000 (paragraph 80).

131. I propose to announce the village assessments in Auguast if sanction
Perm of Settlentent to the above proposals is received by them,

' and to bring thom into working from

the coming kharif harvest, the term of Settlement being 20 ycars as in other
tahsils. 1t is probable that as in other tahsils there may be some difference be-
tween the jama as sanctioned for the whole tahsil and the {otal of the village

jamas as actually announced, but this will not exceed Rs.1,000 onc way or the
other in any tahsil.

Results of ro-assessment of the whole 132. The total enhancement owing to

State. re-assessment may now be shown.
INCBEasB.
Detail. Former jama. Bew Jaiti,
Amount, Por cent.
Nine tuhsils already assrssad ver ! Rg, Ras. I—{s.
| 14,06,628 | 16,341,065 1,195,337 97
Tlree tahe:ls now under assessment ...
5,5%,591 6,29,000 40,19 7
Total ; 20,563,219 | 22,70 965 | 1,85,746 9

If we add the commutation durs on mafis—Rs, 3,345--in the nine tahsils
already assessed, which had hitherto though realised from the mafidars, been
credited to the Alalse demand, but will in future be separately levied, the
total enhancement is s, 1,589,001, Of cour<e the exact figures cannot be given
till the village assessments in these three tahsils have been given out, and the

amount, if any, duc to the Stute on aceount of mafi dues hitherto wrongly cre-
dited, ascertained.

The total increase of revenue from the re-settlement is therefore only
between 9 and 10 per cent. and probably falls short of what the State rockoned
upon when the operatins were undertaken. Lieutenant-Colonel Jennings’
estimate was 24 lakhs, and Mr. E.G. Colvin, C.8., who held charge of the Settle-
went from November 1506 to April 1897, anticipated an enhancement of Z lakhs
which is very near the actual result.  No forecast in a matter of this kind can
from the very nature of tho case claim {0 be exact. The late Colonel Wace,
when Finaucial Commissioner in the Tunjab, estimated that the re-settlement of
the Gujranwala distriet would yield an enhancement of Rs. 60,000 only, while
in fact 1 was able 1o take an enhancement of Rs. 2,40,000. 1t is only when
accurato statistics have beon collected, and the revenue history and prosent con-
ditions not only of every tahsil, but of every estate, have been examined on the
spot in the light of these statistics, that a really reliable estimate of its revenue-
paying capacity can be formed. I have done what I could to comply with these
requiremenis, havingin the course of the last three cold weathers spent 189
days on tour in Alwar inthe course of which I rode nearly 4,000 miles and
personally inspoected 1,432 of the 1,467 Khalsa villages in the Btate.

My aim has been throughout not to raise the assessment to the limit of
what the people can be made to pay, which is I fear the point of view in regard
to assessments too often held in Native States, but to frame a demand which
they can pay on an average of good and bad years. This of course does nat
free the State from the obligation of coming to their 8id in yecars of exceptional

drouglat. or scarcity, like that just closed, by suspending or remitting part of the
demand,
































