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4. In May 1894 survey work had been begun. The work was done almost
exclusively by Hindustani  Amins, who
Survey of villages. prepared their measurement Khasras, etc.,
in Urdu, and thus an excellent opportunity
of instructing the local Patwaiis. who are almost exclusively Hindi writing, was
lost. Even if at this stage the Patwaris had been made use of to assist the Amins
in the record writing, this work would have gained in accuracy. The supervising
Munsarims were also for the most part men imported from otner Native States
or adjoining British districts, and the result of thus employing Amins and
Munsarims with no local knowledge, and unaided by ihe lical Patwaris and
Kanungos, was that the measurcment papers were by subsequent check found
to be quite unreliable asregards the entries of ownership, cultivation, class of soil,
etc., and could be utilised only for showing the ficld number and area. On the
completion of the survey of 6 Tahsils, aun Assistant Superintendent was appointed
to supcrvise survey work, and on 1st August 1893 another was appointed
to look after the checkinrg and arrangement of the records. The survey was
completed by the autumn of 1896. It was cffected entirgly by the plane tabls
and chain.  Twelve maps of cach Talsil were thoroughly checked by my prede-
cessor and the result found on the whole satisfactory.  The maps may, 1 think,
be considered sufficiently accurate for purposes of assessment, as the cultivated
land has been plotted and measure i fairly correctly.  Their accuracy in the hilly
tracts 18 more open to doubt, and in the absgnge of any professional survey data
with which to check them, [ should without further check hesitate to recommend
them as a basis for topographical survey.  The village headmen generally, and
some of t& more intelligent Zamindars fre quently, understand the maps much
better than the Patwaiis, arc able to point out fields and put their finger cn
errors in measurcient or area calculation. This knowiedge they have not becn
slow to exercise and it has been a most useful check on the Amin's work.

5. The preparation of the record proceeded very slowly under Rai Durga
Parshad, and uo progress was being made
towards re-assessment. At the beginning
of 1866 it was arranged to appoint Mr. k. G. Colvin, C.S,, as Setilement
Commissioncr of both the Alwar and Bhurtpur States, but unfortunately he was
unable to take up the appointment tili his return from furlongh on sth November
1896. In March 1896, however, on his way to England Mr. Celvin inspected the
work, and gave directions as to what was to be done, pending his return, towards
complcting the survey, checking the maps, testing and arranging the record,
preparing Khatounis tor the 3 Tahsils 1o be first assessed, and generally as to the
best means of utilising the establishment,  His note shows that the office was
in confusion, and that the work was being carried on wtithout system or proper
supervision.  Pending Mr. Colvin's arrival, the Political Agent, Major Jennings,
R K., took personal charge of the settlement and pushed on the work with encrgy
and success.

Preparation of the records.

6. The Government of India an receiving Mr. Colvin's memorandum, dated
16th March 1896, called for a full report as
to the nature of the settlement operations
to be conducted and the lines on which it was proposed to work ; also for a fore-
cast of the results of re-assessment. A very complete preliminary report, to which
I am indebted for much of the information contained n this report, was prepared
by Major Jennings and submitted to the Agent to the Governor-General with
his letter No. 3230, dated 18th September 18¢6. ‘

Submission of prgliminary report.

7. This report shaws among other things what was being done to reorganise,
the establishment, In July 1896, the ser-
vices of Munshi Amar Singh, who had
done excellent work in the Punjab settlements, were obtained by Major Jennings
for the post of second Superintendent, and the 12 Tahsils were equally divided
between him and Rai Durga Parshad. From that time the work has been” push-
ed on, at least in Amar Singh's circle, with method and despatch. The office
work was thoroughly overhauled, measurement papers wert checked, completed
and attested, lists showing the work already completed and still remaining were
prepared, a rough*scale of work was laid down and forms to show the progress

Reorganisation of establishment.
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in the four Tahsils under consideration the ground had been cleared for the re-
assessment. The Khatounis and geneological trees had been prepared, holding.
slips distributed to the Zamindars, mutations written up the registers and for
the most part decided, disputes disposed of, the field maps, brought up to date
and errors of measurement corrected,  Of the Settlement Superintendents, Rai
Durga Parshad, who, though possessing a high character for experience and
rectitude, was too old for active work, bad retired in April 1897, and was suc-
ceeded by M. Ihsan llahi, a retired Settlement Deputy Collector of the North-
West Provinces. The two Assistant Superintendents, who'were useless, had also
been got rid of.

12. Meantime the orders of the Government of India (Deputy Secretary's letter
No. 43-1. A., dated sth january 1897) as
to the principles on which the reorganisa-
tion of the Patwaris and Kanungo establishment and re-assessment ofthe State
were to be conducted had been issued. After personal consultation with Mr.,
Colvin, I decided to adhere as nearly as possible to the plan of operations outlined
in paragraph 8 of his letter of 15th April 1897, 7.¢., from October 1897 to October
1898, to re-assess the four Tahsils attested before 1 joined, and at the same time
attest 4 or 5 new Tahsils ; (2) re-assess these 4 or 5 Tahsils from October 1893
to October 1899, and complete the attestation of the remaining 3 or 4
Tahsils ; (3) re-assess these remaining Tah-ils from October 1899 to Octaber 1900,
and wind up the operations by the spring of 19o1—the instruction of the Patwaris
and Kanungos proceeding pari passu with the progress of settlement work.
This programm, unless something unforeseen happens, or unless 1 meet with
unexpected diffi€ulties in the assessment of the Bhurtpur State-—the 12 Tahsils
of which I intend to re-assess concurrently with Alwar, 4 in each year—I trust
to be able to carry out.

Programme of work adopted.

Progress up to date. 13. Asregards Alwar, the first steps

taken towards its fulfilment onmy taking
charge were.

(1) the final revision and issue of the Patwari rules, after their sanction,
by the Political Agent and Council;

(2) the recasting of the attestation rules in the light of the experience
gained by a year’s working ;

(3) the framing of a2 set of rules for the enquiry into revenuc free-grants
which have never yet been systematically investigated ;

(4) the drafting of a form and of rules for the preparation of the Wajib-ul-
rz,or village administration paper—a most important document
in a Nalive State, where the absence of statute law leaves so much

to be determined by custom and practice ;

(5) the preparation of forms of assessment returns for villages and
Tabhsils.

These matters, with the able assistance of M. Amar Singh, Superintendent, 1
was able to dispose of befcre the end of September 18g7.

14. Meantime, from the personal knowledge of the establishment which 1 had
A T — gained, it became apparent thatto carry

. out the work on the lines proposed and

in the time fixed, a stronger supervising establishment, well acquainted with the

Punjab system, which the Government of India has laid down as the standard to
be aimed at, was indispensable.

To work 12 Tahsils with a land revenue of over 20 lakhs, at least
3_Superintendents were necessar(. The Political Agent and Council agreed
with this view, and as M. Ihsan llahi, who was rather old for outdoor work, re-
signed in October 1897, the services of M. Gauri Shankar and L. Rallya Ram,
both of whom have had considerable experience of revemue and settlement
work in the Punjab, were obtained for the posts of Settlement Superintendents
with the sanction of the Government of India. This gave me 3 good Superin-
tendents, who, while possessing the necessary experience, were at the same time
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16. The data on which it was originally intended to assess were those of the
year of attestation 1896-97. That however

Data for asscasment. was a very exceptional year, as the drought

had thrown a good deal of dry land temporarily out of cultivation, and at the
same time had caused an enormous but purely temporary inflation of the irrigated
area, as the existing wells had been worked to the uttermost and great numbers
of katcha wells and dhenklis (the Shadoof of the Nile valley) sunk where water
was near the surface, which were allowed to collapsc once the strain of the
drought was removed. An asscssment based on the agricultural features and
results of such exceptional harvests would be liable to eror. For this reason
and also to assess as nearly as possible on up to date figures, { decided that it
would be wiser to take the statistics of the agricultural year 1897-98—a normal
one as regards rainfall and other conditions—us the basis of assessment.  This
was the more satisfactory, as the crop inspections have been carried out under
very careful supervision, and the classification of soils into dry (barani) naturally
flooded (dahri) and well irrigated (chahi) has been again checked, and the crop
statistics excepted, so as to show not only whether the crop was grown with the
aid of well or flood irrigation or merely by the rainfall, but also whether the land
on which it was grown was permanently classified as chahe, dakri or barani. The
statistics as to cultivation, wells, crops, etc., 7.e., the Milan Rakbla and Jinswar,
are, unless where the contrary is stated, those of the year 1897-98; the other
figures as to ownership, tenures, cultivating occupancy, etc., are those of the year

1896-97.
17. It mgere be explained that the statistics throughout deal only with

Khalsa land as at last scttlement. Whole

Exclusion ir and Mafi estates, villages held in Mafi or Jagir as well as-
revenue-free plots have been excluded. A separate calculation has been made
in Chapter 1Xof the nominal assessment worked out for revenue free plots for
calculating cesses, or to beimposed in case of resumption.  As regards whole
villages held in Mafi or Jagir—which cover nearly 4 of the State—the question
whether they should now be surveyed and arecord ot rights prepared (no such
survey or record has ever yet been made) was long and seriously considered by
the Political Agent and Council, aud in paragraph 2 of the Government of India
letter No. 43-1.A., dated sth January 1897, it scems to have been assumed that this
would be dore. The feeling of the Thakur Jagirdars, many of whose grants are
as old as the State itself, against such a measure was however very strong. They
seem to have tcared that any attempt to define rights in their estates, in which
they usually claim to exercise full proprietary as well as Jagir rights, would lead to
a restriction of their authority which i1s often in the absence of records almost

absolute.

The question being one of State policy, I have given no personal opinion
one way or the other. The exclusion of these estates from settlement operations
lightens the burden of the work, but of course the absence of any records or
agricultural statistics for a considerable portion of the State cannot but be a
serious administrative defect. It nas been finally decided, however, that this
defect is more than outweighed by the Jagirdars’ objections, so that matters have
been left on their former footing.

18. 1fecl some apology is needed for this very lengthy preface, but it will,

I hope, help to clear up what follows, and

Concluison. it need not be repeated in subsequent

reports. It will also, I trust, make clear the had economy and foolish policy of

starting an important settlement withont proper control and without first defining

the principles to be followed. In Alwar, where operations were begun in a happy-

go-lucky fashion in 1893, Rs. 2,03,000 had been spent on the settlement up to

1st March 1898, of which about Rs. 1,20,000 had beén expended before Mr. Colvin

joined in March 1896; i1 Bhurtpur where the settlement was begun in November

1895 by Mr. Colvin in a “regular and systematic manner, the expenditure up to 1st

April 1898 was only Rs. 63,000, and the work in Bhurtpur is almost as far ad-
vanced as in Alwar.
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(4) The Laniis a small srla which rises in the Ismailpur hills, runs_due
north skirting the slopes of the Chamroda-Ismailpur range to Chandausi in Tijara,
then works round the northern extremity of the range and cutves back into
Kishangarh along the eastern sloje at Bolni and Titarka where it flows into the’
Landoha. The Kishangarh and Bagthala bunds are filled by it, but its deposite
are sandy.

(5) The Reimnala is also an adjunct of the Landoha. It rises at *Ghasoli
on the south-east of the Ismailpur range, drains the valley lying between that and
the west side of the Landoha, range, receives another nale from the north at
Niyana and thence taking aneasterly course penetrates through the gapsin the
latter a¢ Raukaand Udhaka where it falls into Landoha.

(6) The Landoha Nala sonamed from the Landawat Meos in whose villages
it rises has already been referred to. It
has its origin in the Tijara hills, and after a
course of about 6 miles through that Tahsil runs for a distance of about 3 miles
through Kishangarh, irrigating 3 villages
and is joined by several other walas
draining the country east of the Ismailpur range.,

Ramgarh.
The Landoha,

It then enters the Ramgarh Tahsil, flowing at first due south under the hills
to Bandoli. At Kharkhari it is joined by the drainage of the considerable valley*
formed by what has been called the Landoha range, From this pont the stream
ran originally due cast to Naugaun, and thence north-cast into the Firozpur valley,
which thus got most of the water.

The Jats when they held sway over this tract towards the end of last century
(see page 200, Gurgaon Settlement Report ),made a large earthen embank-
ment at this point, which diverted the water to the south and then by a semi-
circular sweep brought it back to rejoin its old channel near Nangaun ; but before
reaching this point the Jats constructed another embankment acrossthe new
channel at Karaoli, which gave them the power of diverting the supply through
the hills at Karaoli to the south-east of the Ramgarh Tahsil, or of turning it
north through the old channel into Firozpur. “The result of this measure was tn
considerably extend the irrigation in the Ramgarh willages and reduce the supply
for Iirozpur.

No difficulty arosc as long as both Firozpur and Ramgarh remained under
Jat rule, but immediately they came under rival “and separate interests, disputes
began and continued till the scttiement of the Gurgaon distiict in 1877, when a
joint decision for the future distribution of the water wasarrived at by Mr.
Channing, the Settiement Officer of Gurgaon, and Major Cadell, Political Agent of
Alwar. This was sanctioned in the Punjab Government letter No. 1639, dated 1st
September 1877f; and as the dispute may crop up again, the understanding came to
may be explained here by reference to the attached plan.

(1) No obstruction is to be placed by Alwar in the channel D-D through
which the water passes on to Firozpur.

(2) The Jat band No. 2is to be mgintained by Alwar so as to prevent in
all scasons any portion of the stream passing to the east at that point through
the channel C-C.

(3) A small masonry dam has been constructed F. at the mouth of the channel
E-E (through which the stream could formerly be diverted south-east) 2 feet
higher than the level of the main channel at the point marked G, which is al.*
so defined by a masonry flour. So that the stream should ordinarily {ollow the
channel D-D “and%hus rc-enter its old channel north-east to Firozpur instead
of being diverted south east to Ramgarh. ’

(4) The Gurgaon authorities to have a right of inspection so as to a&ssure
themsclves of the observance of the arrangement arrived at,

1 have more than once inspected the place, and am satisfied that in the
working of the above arrangements the Ramgarh villages: have not suffered.
At present more water seems to find its way through the channel E-E than
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(4). The Bahadurpur Na/a which enters the Tahsil at Ram Khera, where

Babadurpur Nala. there is a gap in the range separating Ram-

garh from Alwar, is now of little importance,

as most of the water is cut off by the new dam in the Alwar village of Baghera,

This formerly irrigated the Ramgarh villages of Kota, Deoli, Khilora, Nibhali and

Ramgarh, and probably joined the Chuhar, Sidh at Kheri south of Ramgarh, but
for some yearsit has had little effect.

The Ramgarh Tahsil not only benefits by the drainage from the hills’ within
it, but through the abovementioned streams and nalas receive a very iarge,
proportion of the drainage from the Tijara, Kishangarh and Alwar Tahsils. The
dahri or flooded land of this Tahsil has always been famous for its productiveness
and though there has been some falling off in recent years owing to short
rainfall and the construction of dams in the adjoining Tahsils, the dakri here
is still superior to that of any other part of the State.  No lcss than 27 per cent.
of the cultivated is returned as flooded. '

(¢) The greater part of this Tahsil was formerly irrigated from the Ruparel
stream by means of a dam at Mundpuri
known as the llazari band. This irrigation
bhas been cut off (as will be separately mentioned) for the last 6o ycars, and
though the soil in the villages formerly irrigated still shows signs of the fertilising
influence of the Ruparel, which practically forms the northern boundary, and the
water in the wells is, owing to the proximity of a large body of fresh water for 3
or 4 months, kept sweet and abundant, the Tahsil no longer derives any direct
bencfit from the Ruparel.  The waters of the latter are held up and  distributed
by the famous Sikri band in the Gopalgarh Tahsil of Bhartpur, parts of which
are only a mile or less distant from Govindgarh village, and the following are
in this. way sometimes flooded and gencrally moistened—Doroli, Saidanpur,
Pakseri, Niyana and Kaimasa.

Govindgarh,

(d) Besides the Ruparel and the Ghat canal which takes out of it, there
are few well marked na/as in Lachhmangarh.
The drainage from the ridge of hills running
south from Toda, and also from the Rajgarh Tahsil on the south-west runs north
in two ill-defined nalas converging in the great irrigation ecmbankment in the centre
of the Tahsil at Lachhmangarh. Part of the flood waters from Rajgarh has been
intercepted by a band at Chilori in Rajgarh. Many of the villages through which
these streams pass have erccted dands to utilise the water. The drainage from
the hills on the north-cast around Ghat and Batoli also finds its way imto
the Lachhmangarh embankment through the two new masonry lands at Gur
Pahari. The Lachhmangarh éand which has recently been strengthened and
extended at a cost of Rs. 12,250 runs south-east from Samrai through Daulatpur
and Surajgarh for a distance of about 3 miles to Lachhmangarh, and in good
years irrigates about 5,000 bighas. It is provided with numcrous outlets and
sluices to allow the excess water to pass off to the willages on the north weast.
In 1896 part of the band was carried away by a heavy flood. Last year it
did not tll atc all. )

(2) A nalr knownas the Nohera, rising in Rajgarh passes through the
intervening wedge of Jaipur territory and
irrigates a group of 6 or 8low-lying villages,
Khera, Kalianpur, Patan, etc., on the extreme south of the Tahsil, passing on to
Kathumbar. Scveral small hands have been put up by the villages to hold up
the water, hut of late years the supply has been diminished by the construction
of a large bandat Koh in Jaipur territory., The dispute between the two States was
adjudicated upon by the Supcrintending Engineer for Rajputana a few years
ago, and the decision was unfavourable to Alwar.

Generally speaking, the Lachhmangarh bands have a smaller catchment area,
and therefore a less certain supply than those of the other Tahsils and the dakrs
lands are therefore comparatively poor.

(3) I have rescrved for last the remarks about the Ruparel stream, because it
affects the 3 Tahsils® of Lachhmangarh,
Govindgarh and Ramgarh. This stream
which in Alwar is also known as the Bara na/a from a village, on its bank rises

Lachhmangarh.

Nahera.

The Ruparel.
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in the Thana Gazi Tahsil in the extreme south-west of the State, drainsall that
Tahsil as well as the southern half of Alwar, and the northern portion of Rajgarh,
and flows in a north-east direction to the village of Ghat in Lachhmangarh.
Thence it runs north, separatiné Alwar from Lachhmangarh, and then north-cast,
separating Lachhmangarh and Govindgarh from Ramgarh orin places intersecting
the boundary villages of the latter Tahsil. In the same way 1t forms roughly
the boundary between Govindgarh and Bhurtpur—afew Govindgarh vil'ages
lying on the north or Bhurtpur side, and finally after leaving the Govindgarh
’I)"ahsil impinges on the Sikri ‘ dand’ in Wazir Khera in the Gopalearh Tahsil
of Bhurtpur. Up to the beginning of the century the Alwar State dealt with the
waters of the Ruparcl by means of a great embankment thrown across the stream—
known as the Hazari band—in Govindpura, where the stream enters Govindgarh
on the north-east, and about half a mile to the west of Naswari where Lord Lake
broke the power of the Marhattas on 1st November 1803. By means of this
embankment the water was diverted into a large reservoir or retaining embank-
ment in M. Mundpuri, about 2 miles further east. This guided the water, to
the south-east through the centre of the Govindgarh Tahsil, over which it was
distributed by a series of natural and artificial channels, the marks of which, as
well as of the solid masonry work at Govindpura and Mundpuri are still visible.
The Hazari band which was practically a bridge across the Ruparel, was cut by
the Mahrattas encamped on the north side of the Ruparel, to impede the ad-
vance of the British cavalry fiom the south. Lord Lake, however, after the battle
directed its restoration. Both the Alwar and Bhurtpur States were rewarded
for the assistance given to the British at Naswari, and in the engagement entered
into by the Maharao Raja Bakhtawar Singh on 21st Rajab 1220 Hijri (1805 A.D.)
it was agreed “ that the band of the Naswari Naddi shall always be open in as
much as is necessary (6a kadr hajat) for the benefit of the country of the
Bhartpur Raja. In 1808 the Bhurtpur Maharaja applied to have the
“band " demolished on the ground that it enabled Alwar to monopolise the
supply. Alwar refused and the British (iovernment maintained the existing
order. The looscly worded agrecment of 1805 left room for continual disputes
and friction between the States. To obviate these it was decided in 1836
to demolish the Hazari band. In its stead was substituted at Ghat in
Lachhmangarh, 12 miles further west, a large masonry dam intended to divide
the water into 2 equal portions, one passing by the old channel to Bhurthpur,
the other to irrigate the Lachhmangarh Tahsil by means of the canal taking
out from the stream at Ghat. The effect of this arrangement was undoubtedly
to reduce irrigation in Alwar and transfer it from Govindgarh to Lachhman-

arh. In 1854 the works at Ghat were carricd away by a heavy flood and the
%hurthpur State objected to their restoration. ‘The case was arbitrated
upon in 1855 by Sir H. Lawrence, then Agent to the Governor-General, and it
was finally decided that for 4 months in the year, 7., from 10th June to gth October,
the water should be allowed to pass freely to Bhurthpur without hindrance or ob-
struction by Alwar; that for the remaining 8 months Alwar might utilise the
supply as it pleased by temporary embankments or other means, but these have

to be demolished before toth June. .

The 4 months during which Alwar cannot interfere with the stream are
practically those in which it carries any considerable body of water.  After 1oth
October the stream is merely a trickle kept going by springs in the bed. Last
year about 40,000 acres were i_rrigatcd in Bhurthpur from Ruparel floods during
the 4 open months, while Alwar in its close season of 8 months irrigated less
than soo. It is not surprising therefore that Alwaris dissatisfied with an ar-
rangement which has reduced her position from that of “predominant partner
first to that of equal co-sharer and finaliy has left her with only an insignificant

fraction of the irrigation.

4 The fragment left to Alwar is utilised for irnigating 23 villages in Lachha
mangath by means of the Ghat canal,

et cansl After 1oth October a temporary dam s

The Tahsil from Rajgash skirting the hills thrown across the Ruparel at Ghat where
8¢ \ffis turns the water. o it enters into a canal running south east
towards Lachhmangarh. In the old days when the whole supply was equally
divided the canal distributed the water right across the Lachhmangarh Tahsii,
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 Mansonry wells if*these Tahsils have therefore increased by 30 per cent.
and Jaos by a slightly greater proportion.

(d) The greater number of the new wells have been made with the aid of
Takavi. The advances for wells and reali-

Takavi advagces since last settlement. sations since last settlement have been as

follows ;==
Tahsil. Advaaced Realised Balance,
Rs. Rs, Rs.
Kishangarh ... 35,694 23,148 3,547
Ramgarh o 28,479 21,120 7:35¢
Govindgarh ... 18,700 14,847 3,853
Lachhmangarh .., - 34,551 21,212 13,339
Total 107,425 79,327 38,098

These figures are very creditable to the administration, which has also made
very large advances for purchase of seed and cattle and for construction and
repair of bands. In the case of wells, recovery of the advance is begun in the
third harvest after the well has begun to work, and is completed within three

ears. The system is, however, a very elastic one and compares favourably
zoth as regards the extent of the advances and the results achieved with our
British system, the complexity of which deters the Tahsildar, unless pressure is
ut on him, from recommending advances, while its rigidity deters the Zamindars
rom applying for them.

(e) Wells are ordinarily constructed of burnt bricks and mortar. A cylinder
of masonry (nal) is first constructed, and
atter it has been thoroughly set by a year's
exposure to the atmosphere, this is gradually sunk to the required depth, another
cylinder (bacha) of wood heing generally first inserted for it to rest upon.
Apertures are left in the circumference for the water to pass into the well.

here stone is easily procurable close to the hills, wells are often made of
roughly-hewn stones without any mortar to cement them, but such wells do not
ordinarily last above 20 years; while a masonry well in a favourable situation
should last for a century.

Mode of construction aud average cost

The cost of a masonry well varies from Rs. 400 to Rs. 1,200 according to
the depth, while one can be made of stone for from Rs. 200 to 300. One /a0 will
irrigate from 10 to 15 bigahs.

(/) Katcha wells are rarely sunk if the water level exceeds 3o to 40 feet. They

Dher and Dhenkli. cost Rs. 20 to 50 and last from two to five

o Tyears. Occasionally they are wattled near

the mouth with timber or branches. They irrigate two to five bighas. Dhenklss

are only sunk if water is within 15 feet from the surface. ey are made
generally by Mali or Chamar tenants to irrigate spring crops, especially v
tables. ~ The usual form is a long wooden pole working on a pivot, with an eart

gharra dipping into the well at one end, balanced by a lump of clay or a stone












16

as was done at last settlement, thus reducing the classes to five. Even this is
too many, and in the remaining eight tahsils | have qed_uch the classes to fqur,
¢s., Chiknot, Mattiyar and Bhur I and 1I; some distinction between the fairly
good and very light Bhur being necessary.

The above distinctions are familiar to the people, and though they have,
hitherto made little use of them for distributing the revenue, they are well aware
of the value put on them for assessment purposes, and frequently raise the ob-
jection that the land has been placed ina higher class than that to which it
properly belongs. On this account | have insisted on the classification being
always done by the Supcrintendents themselves. The classification of last set-
tlement has been freely departed fiom where necessary, and in these four tahsils
the result has been, as shown in the table ai the end of this chapter, to largely
increase the area recorded as Maffyar at the expense of the Bhur. This of
course does not mean that there has been a generally improvement in the soil,
the fact that the new cultivation is generally in the poorest soils would rather
tend to increase the proportian of Bhur, but either that the classification has
now been more carefully made, or that the standard is lower. In any case
the partition that divides Mattyar Il from Bhur Iis a very fine one, and it
is often generally a matter of individual opinion whether land should be classed
under one or the other.

13. Besides the natural soil classification as above there is the cross classi-
ficationintochahr, dahs 1, and barani already
referred to. ~In classitying chahi it has
been found necessary to discrimnate between—

Artificial classification,

a) Chahi Mustakil or land commanded by and usually irrigated from
(2) y
pukka wells.

Subdivisions of chahi.

(#) Chahi Mustakil or land commanded by and usually irrigated from
kacha wells.

(¢) Chahi Ghair-Mustakil, z.e.,, attached to kacha and temporary dhker
and dhenklis or irngated from masonry wells only under excep-
tional circumstances of drought, etc. These sub-classifications are
very important in the working out of village assessments and in the
Bach, and scparate rates have therefore been framed for them.

(8) The dabri or naturally irrigated land was like the chahi, treated asa
single class at last settlement. This does
not take sufficient account of the great
variations in its quality, according as it is flooded with fair regularity or only
in year of exceptional rainfall. Hence 1t has now been subdivided 1nto two classes.

(1) Present (dahri hal) i.e., land ordinarily flooded, and actually inundated
within the last five years.

Subdivisions of dahri.

(2) Former (dahri sabika) 7e., land which now and then is inundated but
not within the last five years. The former settlement did not take account of land
lying between or at the foot of hills, and receiving the drainage direct from the
hill slopes. Such land where the hills are high and the drainage held up b
small enbankments, on the field boundaries, is often the most fertile of all.
Accordingly it has now been recorded as (3) da/ri barishi.

Separate rates for these three subdivisions of dakri have also been found
necessary.

14. After what has been already said, this multiplication of classes of land,
Geaeral remarks oo soil classification. and of rates to correspond with them,
may seem complex and confusing. Thus
under chahi there are the five natural classes, chibnot, etc., according to séils and
under each a cross division into the three kinds of chahi, giving 15 classes in all.
Similarly there are 15 classes under dahri and g, t.e,, the naturaf classes pnder
barani. This gives 35 classes of soil for which it is theoretically necessary to
work out assessment rates,
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therefore, it was considered that the elaborate classification of soils supplemented
by careful inspection, would dispense with the necessity for separate assessment
circles.

Statistics showing percentage of various soil 16. Before closing this chapter it may
at former and preseat settlements. be useful to compare in the tabular form
below the percentage of the natural and artificial soils to the total cultivation at
last settlement and in the year of assessment 1897-98.

NATURAL CLASSES, ARTIFICIAL CLASSES.
Name of tahsi! Particulars.

Chiknot, | Mattiyar, Bhur, Chabhi, Dahry, Barani.

Kishangarh. . | Last settlement .. 7] 49 37 17 87 743
Presen* settlement. 14 66 36 » 10 70

Ramgarh . | Last settlement .. 30 38 32 to 28 62
Present settlement 27 6o 13 19 37 54

Gobindgarh o | Last settlement ... 8 71 21 12 3 85
Present settlement § 87 5 24 4 73

Lachmangarh .. ' Last settlement . 37 55 18 15 19 66
Present settlement 37 61 13 19 20 61

This brings out not only a great decrease in the inferior soils ~Bhur I and
Bhur 11—due to different methods of classification, but a great increase in the
chahi area which has gone up by go per cent. in Ramgarh doubled itself in
Govindgaih, increased by 32 per cent i lachmangarh and 20 per cent. in
Kishangarh, The Dahri area has decreased in Ramgarh and increased slightly
in the other tahsils. ‘

The increase in cultivation, as will be shown in more detail later on, has been
3 percent.in Kishangarh, 4 per cent. in Ramgarh, while in Gobindgarh there has
been a decrease of a few bighas, and in Lachmangarh an increase of 1°2§ per
cent. It is therefore mainly 1n the increase in the Chahi area and the increase
in prices that we must seek for reasons for enhancing the assessment, assuming
it to have been a full one when made. Thisbrings us to a consideration of the fiscal
history of the tract.

CHAPTER II.

FISCAL HISTORY.

17. As already remarked nearly all of the tract lies in the Mewat, the political
History under Mogul ruie, history of which is given in chapters I and

. . I1 of the Alwar Gazetteer, Under Mogul
rule it was included in the two Sirkars or districts of Alwar and Tijara, pertain-
ing to the Subah or province of Agra. The turbulence of the Meos and Khanzas
das during the Mogul Empire, led to the appointment of a special officer (Fauj-
dar) to keep the Mewat in check. The Lachmangarh Tahsil was under the

influence of the Rajput state of Jaipur and was generally held by some of its
semi-independent Thakurs.

18. The decay of the imperial power in the first half of the eighteenth century,

Rise of the Jat power. gave an opportunity to the Jat free<boggers

. of Bharthpur to extend their influence

at its expense. In 1735-A. D, they burst into Tijara and Kishangarh, and by
1763 had established themselves in all the northern portion of Alwar. In i

Surajmal expelled the Meos from their fort in Daungri near Kishangarh, drove
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out Kazi Haiyati, the Moghul Amil or Deputy in Bambohra, then the head-
quarters of the Kishengarh Tahsil; in 1748 he built the present fort of
Kishengarh, and established direct communications with Bhartpur by making a
good road over the Bambohra Pass. The Jats remained in possession until A. D.
1769 when they were expelled by the Moghal officers. The latter were ousted
by the Mahrattas acting in concert with Ranjit Singh, Maharaja of Bharthpur,
in 1784. The Mahrattas under Sindhia were at this time posing #s the uphold-
ers of the Imperial authority, and for a time annexed the tahsil to the Imperial
dominions. About 1792 Partab Singh (the first Chief of Alwar who from
being a petty Thakur holding a fief of 2} villages in Rajgarh from Jaipur, had
by seizing his opportunities and allying himself with the strongest laid the
foundation of the present Alwar State) advanced from the Narukha Rajput
country to the south, and established himself in the mountain fortress of Ismail-
pur, 5 miles south-west of Kishangarh. He was however driven out by the
Mahrattas. The latter held possession by the sword till Lord Lake by the
capture of Agra, and the battle of Naswari in 1803 broke the power of the
Mahrattas, and Ranjit Singh's services to the Bntish in this war, wers rewarded
by a formal grant of the Parganas of Kishangarh, Rewari, Kathumbar, Gokal.

19. The Jat Chief’s subsequent treachery in combining with Holkar against
Grant of Rishingerh o Alwwe by the the British, led to the capture of Deeg, the
British. unsuccessful seige of Bhartpur, and the
treaty of 1805, by which the above-men-
tioned grant was withdrawn and Kishangarh was made over to the Alwar Ckief
Bakhtawar Singh as a reward for his services together with Tijara, Tapukra and
Kathumbar in consideration of the payment of alakh of rupecs for the fort,
and the cession of Dadri, Badwanor, and Bhawna Kharja to the British. Since
then the tahsil has been part of the Alwar State. At that time there were
tahsi's at Kishangarh, Fatehabad and Ismailpur, but the latter two were abolished
respectively in 1809 and 1860. In 1872 on the abolition of the Jhindoli and
Bahadarpur tahsils some of their villages were attached to Kishangarh, and two
villages west of Khairthal, were transferred to Mandawar. Since then there
has been no change of boundaries, though there have been some internal changes
duc to the grant and resumption of certain estates. The three remaining tahsils
had been already annexed to Alwar before Kishangarh.

20, The founder of the State, Partab Singh of Macheri, a feudatory of Jaipur,
for his scrvices in the battle of Maonda in
Jaipur, where the Jaipur foices through his
aid signally defeated the Jat invaders, received leave to build a fort at Rajgarh.
Thence he extended his influence, partly at the expense of his licgelord of Jaipur
over the present Rajgarh, Thana Gazi, and Alwar Parganas. The Jats of Bhurtpur

re then in possession of the Alwar fort and the northern half of the State, but
ﬁng pressed by the Imperial forces and unable to pay the garrison, they
made overthe fort to Partab Singh in November 1775, and from this event the
foundation of Alwar as a separate state may be dated.

21. The rival Naruka Chief at this time was Sarup Singh, who had succecded
Ac?:hmon of Rapgarh and Lachman- his father Padam Singh, in the possession
ger . of Ramgarh and Taur (now Lachmangarh)

forts and surrounding country, which was held in Jagir from Jaipur. The fort
of Ramgarh had been built by Padam Singh in 1746.

Partap Singh invited the co-operation of Sarup Singh, to expel the Khanzada
Chief, who starting from Nagar in Bhartpur had built a strong fort in Ghasauli
close to Govindgarh and occupied most of that tahsil. Sarup Singh jealous
of the rising power of Partab Singh, and bound to the Khanzadas by the ties
of fricndsm%and alliance refused, ~ Partab Singhin 1776, gained possession of
the fort of Taur by a stratagem, put Sarup Singh, who had refused to present
@ #dgar, to a cruel death and at once laid the foundation of the present fort
#agd temple of Lachmangarh so named after a temple of Lachman. The widow of
Satup Bmghand his Kardar Nand Lal escaped to Ramgarh fort where they
made a brave resistance against Partab Singh, but eventvally had to evacuate
thefort which in Al D. 1777 fell into the hands of Alwar. There were at
that tihe‘two Parganas, one at Khilora, the other at Mobarikpur. The latter was
Eglished and the'tahsil was transferred from Khilora to Ramgarh,

) Rise of the Alwar State.
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{1). Thus out of 427 estates in the four tahsils the Meos hold no less than 266
or over 62 per cent. In Kishengarh they
hold considerably more than all the other
tribes combined, in Ramgarh and Govindgarh they are in an overwhelming pre-
ponderance, and in Lachmangarh they hold ene-fourth of the estates and more
thanany other single tribe. A full account of the Mcos is given at pages 38-40 of
the Alwar Gazetteer and on page 29 of the Gurgaon Scutlement Report. Though
claiming Rajput descent, they bear little resemblance to their Rajput neighbours
in character or features and are more probably akin to the aboriginal Mina tribes
(stil Hindu) with which many of their tribal sub-divisions are identical, or are a
cross between the latter and Rajputs,

Meos.

Though nominally Musalmans, they adhere to many Hindu customs, eg.,
reverc Hindu deities, have Brahman Purohits at their marriages, do not inter-
marry within the gof, are often called by Hindu names ending in Singh, drink
spirits ; the womcen dress like Hindu women and wear few ornaments, while
the men decorate themselves ireely. They are pracuicaliy ignorant of isham,
rarely have mosques in their villages, hardly ever repeat the ritual prayers, being
generally ignorant of even the Kalima, so that their religious observances are
confined to attending the Id praycrs once a year. In fact, as well observed in
the Gurgaon report, they obscrve the feasts of both religions, the fasts of neither,
Lately, however, there has been some revivud of Islam amongst some of them,
started by certain Musalmans officials in Alwar, who sent Maulvis amougst them,
and continued in the direction of Wahabism by certain preachers from Swat, one
of whom is said to have made his head-quarters at Indoie, whenee he or his prea-
chers make periodical visits to arouse the religious spirits among the half convert-
ed and wavering Muliammadans in Alwar, Bhartpur, cte. So far the only result
has been to create discord between the reformed and the so-called orthodox
Mahomedans, as cven at the Id they will not mect for worship in one mosque.

As agriculturists the Meos, thongh they formerly had a bad name, seem to
have improved considerably under a cettled rule.  While the men are lazy, the
women are energetic and industrious, and do most of the ficld work except the
ploughing. They are sub-divided into 12 pils or branches, vz, :—

Dhumrot — Chirklot.
Nai s Pandlot.
I.andawat Manot
Dulot S i Ratawat,
Dingal Dharwal.
Seigal Kalesa.

which though often at violent enmity with one another arc clannish enough to
combine, at once against outsiders. The first six sub-tribes are the most com-
mon in Alwar  All arc alike impulsive, short sighted, casily led-especially in the
wrong direction, litigious, not hospitable for Musalmans, but ruinously extravagant
on certain occasions such as weddings and funerals.  They want the stamina of
the Jats. Prosperity turns a Meo's head, adversity makes him lose it, and as they
themselves freely admit they are only good while kept well under. Their faculties
are however sharper than those of any other tribe except perhaps the Ahirs, and
this makes them keen defenders of their own interzsts and quick to observe and
resent any injustice.
(2). Other Musalman tribes, Khanzadas, Séll{iYidsh and]co(x]wertlcd Rajputs
' . .. known as Ranghars) holds only 18 estares
Ragﬁumwm T, S, ‘gctween them. ' The Khanzadas, who are
’ in all probability descended from Jadu
Rggf: utgg of Bhurtpur converted to Islam in the 14th century, were the ruling race

at to Moghul rule, and claim to have held 1,484 villages with their capital
miﬂm! "
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The explanation of the larger sums are :—
(¢) Three estates—Harsauli, Sheikhpur and Khoha—became khalsa from jaidad in
1876-77.
(6) State Rund given up to Ghasauli and X hanpur and assessed.

(¢) Reduction of Rs 1463 given for sanding ca_usod by the R.asgan nala and a tri-
butary of the Sahili in ninc estates, of which Rs. 530 reimposed in three,

(d) Reduction in three villages Kbairthal Rs. 441, Islamnagar Rs. 300, Jhotjhila
Rs. 65.

() Chirwai (Rs. 3,200) and Jadauli (Rs. 1,500), transferred from Govindgarh to
Ramgarh.

(/) Onthwal (Rs. .3,6003, Chaumu (Rs, 4,300), Kharkhari (Rs. 473) resumed,
() Manglishpura granted {rom Rund Jadauli at (Rs. 590) fixed assessment.
(k) Favourable assessment to Thakurs of Bamankhera.

(9) Pipal Khera Khurd transferred fiom Lachmangarh to Govindgarh,

(/) Five estates transferred to Bharthpur by exchange.

(#) Antapura jagir resumed.

(/) Pipalkhera (1,575) transferred to Govindgarh and Gathwari to Rajgarh.
(m) Rs. 3,000 reduced in Manjpur and Rs. 700 in Harsana from 1883,

(n) A fixed assessment was imposed on the dakrs lands of Lachmangarh instead of
a fluctuating bigah rate.

The progressive enhancement amounted to Rs 5,500 in Kishengarh, Rs.
4,590 in Ramgarh, where it was taken in twenty ecstates. Rs. 200 only in
Govindgarh in one estate, and Rs. 3,545 In seventeen estates in Lachmangarh.

33. Major Powlett’s final report of the settlement was contained in a letter
dated oth February 1877 to the Political
Agent. This is not complete in itself, and
cannot be properly understood without reference to his carlier reports in which
fuller details are given, viz,:—

Principles and methods of assessment.

(1) Letter of 25th March 1874, giving an account of the methods of survey
and the progress made.

(2) Letter No. 258, dated 12th May 1875, in which the principles of assess~
ment and the procedure followed are discussed.

(3) Letter No. 13, dated 24th February 1876, in which a brief account of
each tahsil and the financial results is given.

It is a pity that no comprchensive account of a work carried out with such
local knowledge and soundness was submitted and the omission was commented
upon in the Agent to the Governor-General’s letter No. 1111, dated the 21st
April, 1877, as follows :—

“ A large portion of this report is mercly transcribed from a letter No. 248, dated
the 12th May 1875, sent up by Major I'owlett nearly two years ago, and the additions now
made to that letter are not very important, The appendices do not include some of the
returns and appendices which are essential for showing the precise incidence of a new assgss-
ment and the report itself docs not explain several points which are material for under-

standing the gencral effect of a new assessment, and the considerable changes made upon
the system which preceded it.

“ However although these papers do not of themselves provide material sufficient for
forming a gencral opinion upon the results of Major Powlett’s work for the last four years,
yet I have no doubt that you are right in cousidering them very creditable to him, and in
accepting the settlement as practically good and sound.”

From the letter quoted the following account of Major Powlett’s method ‘is
summarised. -
34. The State share was generally assumed to be two-thirds of the net assets

—— s e P15 (z.e., of what the landlord could get from

3 i a tenant) whigh was the share formerl
taken in the North-West Provinces ; where more than two-thitds was already pma
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without difficulty, reduction was not allowed unless the revenue exceeded three-
fourths, and in some special cases more than three-fourths was taken: provided
that a substantial reduction was given on what had long been paid,

35. This relatively high standard is justified by the fact (1) that the pargana

. o revenue crop rates, which prevailed before

His Juatification of it. Major Impey’s settlements, show that the

State revenue was then intended to be the whole rental, minus an allowance of 2
to 5 per cent. to the lambardar’s for collection, and even level waste land had
to pay § to 10 annas per acre, (2) that the assessment based on this stand-
ard does not exceed one-fourth of the gross produce and one-fourth was formerly
regarded as a favourable ratc to be paid by Thakurs. Jagirdars frequently take

one-third.

(3) Prior to Captain Impey’s settlements jagir villages were always better
off than khalsa, the resumption of a jagir was regarded as a calamity by the
zamindars, whereas khalsa villages were now prosperous and contented as com-
pared with jagir. The assessment of jagir villages on the same principle as
khalsa would lead to discontent amoung the whole body of jagirdars (as in the
Punjab) who had usurped proprictary rights, while undue gencrosity to khalsa
ryots might lead to an uprising of the jagir ryots against their masters.

(4) Tenderness for the ryots is regarded by officials of Native States as an
amiable but pernicious weakness, and generosity towards them a wanton  surren-
der of State interests. If the assessment were made light, there would be a dis-
positicn on the part of the Darbar to disregard it when the Agency is removed,

or to be doubly, hard on the ryots after its ¢xpiry.

36. So far as to the standard of assessment. It is clear that Major Powlett
Methods of ot was by no means disposed to be lenient in
s assessing. Now as to the methods by

which he arrived at that standard.

The preliminary survey give details of soil chalii, dahri, barani, cultur-

_ able, etc.  The fields on the village map

{2} P makes O 20K, were then marked off into blocks cach in a

ring fence by the Superintendent or Settlement Officer to show the patural classi-

fication into chiknot, mattiyar and bjiur, and the khasras completed accordingly.

These classifications were tested, and actual o1 theorctical rent 1ates ascertained

for each, either by actual enquiry in the village or, as there was generally a conss
piracy to conceal rents, by comparison with—

(a) adjoining jagir villages,
(8) mafi holdings,
(¢) villages managed kham,

(d) all round rent rates in highly asscssed villages which practically re-
_presented the letting value of the worst land.

Another test applied was that of the old pargana cash rates on different
b crops, which were supposed also to repre-
[y SIEERENGIAY TR sent the total rental.

In many villages (see Ramgarh, Alwar, Lachmangarh note books), an at-

" tempt was made to calculate the total pro-

G Frotuometioat duce for the year of scttlement and its

value at the average price current of the last ten years (page 98, Gazetteer), The
assessment imposed was generally about one-fourth of the valuation.

The results of these enquires were collected in the village assessment paper,
and, after inspecting the estate, the assessing officer after comparing them noted
the jama he gpnsidered proper having reference to the two-thirds net assets stand.
; ‘“‘dh This, if not arrived at by the Settlement Officer himself, was'checked by him.
Wheég the jamas of a whole tahsil had thus been arrived at, they were announced
@q&%}owed for appeals or objections. If such were preferred, the Settle.
mert Gfficet, if necessary, revisited the estate, studied the reports of the Superin-

m@w or reviewed his own, making alterations where necessary,









