
s,ccount of the balance of principal and interest outstanding OD the old 
mortgage. ( In mating Dp the account the Dtputy Commissioner neet! 
not accept the rate of interest oontraoted fOj', ~ut may a1v al"d whabever 
aIuount of simple i~terE'st he thinks reason~OJo. * 

Co~dition8 43. In these statutory mortgages ooncfitions may be inserted 
whteh way Le Emiting the right of a mort~agor or mortaagee in posse;;sion to cut, inserted jlJ v'" 
a~atutory sdl, or mortgage trees) or to do any ac1t affecting tbe permanent value 
mortgages. Of the lalld.t rrhe time iu the agricultural year at which a mort,gagol' 

who redeems his land may resume possef::!sion vf it m~J algo be fixed.t 
Any conditions not permitted by the Act which are inserted ill thesl3 
mortgages are null and void.§ 

Revision of 
terms of nne 
authorized 
mortgages. 

44.. If a member Q? an agricultural tribe mortga~es his lan~l in 
any unpermitted form, the Deputy Commissioner is Iluthorised to 
revjRe the terms so as to Lring the tram;action into conformity with 
whichever (f the statutory forms the mortgagee appearlS equitably 
entitled to claim./I In tho case of mortgages by way of conditional 
sale exocuted by members of agricultural t.ribes hefore the commence­
mCllt of tbe Act, the Deputy Commissioner may cal! on tho mortgagee 
to choose whether he will l'rtnin the existing mortgnge with thn salo 
condition struck out., or accept in lieu of it a mortgage ill the first o~ 
third of tho forms de!'lcribed 1:1 bove.-J 

Procedure in 45: 1£ a suit is instituted in ~ Civil Court on a mortgage by way 
suits LO on- of conuitiomll sale 01' in a fOJ'Ill llnautllOrizcd by tho Aot.. execulied by 
force un· f k f Quthorized ~L member 0 an agricultural tribe, the Uourt is bound to rna e a ro or-
mortgages. once to tho Deputy Oommissioner so that he may exercisb the powers 

ref erred to in the last two paragraphs.** 

~ohrttgQfge 4(j. The execution of a mortgage in one of the statutory forms 
rig 0 re- " . t f "th th ,. ht t d h" 1 d demption UIl, In DO way m or eres WI J e..&nort'gagor s rJg; 0 re eem IS an 
restricted. ~Lt any time on payment of the mortgage debt, or, in the CRse of u. 

mortgage in the first or third f~:mDJ of such porportion of the mortgage 
debt as the Deputy Comwissioner determines to be still' due. tt 

Question 47. Experience alone will prove whether any of these sfatutory 
whether sta· forms of mortgago will come in to common usc. The Local Gbvernment 
~:~:; ~f{t. has power to permit any other other form of mortgage to be 1l.flcd 
come u .. tl) ulle by members of agricultural tribes, and to the c~mditions admiSSIble 

in the forms Pft'mitted by the Act.tt 

Lea~etl. 48. It would be eal5Y to evade the provisions regard mort-
gages wbich have jUfjt been described by making transfers for long 
periods in the form of leases. Accordingly the term of leases made by 
mpmbers of agricultural tribes in f~vour of persous who bre not 
mt'mbeTs of the same tribe or a tribe in the same grout) has been 
limited to twenty years at the out~ide. §§ 
----------------

" Seotion 6 (1) (b). 
t Seotion 8 (1.) ('~I 
t Seotion B (1~ (~. 
§8eotion j (2). "ee also paragra.ph 47. 
lJ Seotion 9 (I), 

~ Seotion 9 (2). 
•• Seotion 9 (8), 
tt Section 7(3), 
U Seotions G (1) '(d) and v (1) \d) 
§§ Section ll~ 
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49. Th~ objeot of the Aot would also be defeated -if, during Reetriotio 
the currency of It mottt,.\age or lease for n. tOl*ln ltmited by }a.w to Of" cxtf't~El 

~ . . d h . () mOl'''KS 
twenty Y£lars, tho mor~agor or lessor wors froo to exten t e perIOd n.nd O1Ul6f!, 

by oxeonting a fresh trn..nsfer. If the alienation already effected iR 
for twenty years1 110 further' trauHfol' by way either of mortgage en 
of lease is permittod ; if it iR for less, a further mortgage or lease 
is a.llowed for sJtch a numher of years us will bring the whole poriq,d 
of transfer up to twenty years. * 

50. Another device for flvnding the Act had also to be guarded UOlltriotiOl 

against, 'rhf're is littlo differonce in effect between a mortgnga of hr~~~~:('a1 
lana and a mort/Zn.ge of its produoo. Mom~~rs of agricultural tribos 0 • 

are therefol'C forbidden to nlieufl.te or charge tho produco or any par.t 
of tho produce of their land fOI' n period excoodll1g' a yenr without 
tho sanctIOIl of the Deputy CommisHioner.i' Thoro i~ no intorferonee 
wit,h horrowing on tho secnrity of the next two harvests. Tho period 
of ono ycnf will as a rulo cover contructs nmdo by ]nndOWflArS with 
the agonts of large firm~ engagf)d ill tho wheat ana oil·s('ccl exporf, 
tl'a,do. Sneh <1en.1iBg~ hn,ve lwon of great boncfit to tho zamindlu's 
in mnny parts ot the country, nno) if engag"0tllnnts (If tho sort for 
n. p(wio(l excoecling ono y<'nr corne ho£oro n. DOPllty Oommissiouor, 
110 noed fool no hositat,ion about snnctionin~ thom.! 

• 51. rr'!IO sale of agl'icnltllral Jalll] in exerlltion of UOC'fCO has Sal0 in OX~ 
always b<,,,n subject to 8€'v('ro l'ostrictiolH; in the Panjah. At first tionu!doc 

".;ho sanctioll of Commlssiont'rs wa!=! F\ufficiell t. In 1850 that of tho 
Judicial CocoluisRioncr was rcquirpd when tho pl'oporty was ancostrul 
aucl not acquirod .• A ftf>TWIU'lb t.l1O Fmancial Commi~siol1or beCRmQ 
the authority to whom sale proposal~ Jw,u' to bo submitted'.§ 'Phe 
direct rosult of thf\8~ rules war; th:~t- RaleR in ex!:'cution wore almost 
unknown; the indirect" that loans without the security of u, mortO'nge 
on the uohlJOr's lanu wt>l'e dlscouragol!' Tho sarno Act which~ ha~ 
put rtlstrictiollS 011 mort,gages ha':l forbidden t,}l0 sa.lo in eXflcutIOll 
of deoree" of laud bolullgmg to a mombor of Bn ngricultural tribo.1I 
Tho provi'3ions of Section 326 of tho Civil Procodure Code havo 
thorofore c(~ast)d to bo of mnch pl'Ilctiofll importance HO far as the 
Palljab is concerned.' Ot'del's 1l:lsIIod by Jluy evurt for tho oM,£lCh-
mont, salo, or delin-'ry /If lan,l ')r intoh).~t in lllUd, or for the attach. 
mpnt 01' sal,) of produce, mUQt be ox()('uted by tho ~ollo('tor or /:lomO 

• Reetion 12 (l). , 
t S<3oLion 15. For defiuitioJl of ( produco" soe the explOonlltion appended to the 

Bectiou, 
: SP~ plI.rRgraph 25 of Fil]ll11drd CllmmiSlli()ner's "Circu1r~r lot!,IlI' No. 3,Hl, 

dated 5tJ1 .Juno UN1. IPol' procodluo Cunnl)('tll(i wid. the Alionatiol\ of un.uu .Aot ace 
pafUiraph a<J of thnt it'l,tur !l.tH.I (be threo 1lI)t ifi('ation!4 thero )'()forrl'll to, 

§ Stl8 rules und&!' Section 327 of the CIvil i'rQ()OdU10 Oodo iRAll/HI with l'anjab 
OovemnumL Notifioation No. 1~!)7 ~., uutod 10lh dAptomber 18tl5 (AppenJix I). 
These rules apply to all land "apphod to i1r;.o;rieulLura,1 or pnl:ltol'a.lIIpurpoioB," and are 
still in force notwHhstnnding the provisions of l::!>'ction Hi ot' Aot XIll of 19~O reforrod 
to below. ., 

\I lSect"Hnl 1 U. 
, Aa to S~iQn ~29. of th., Oivil Procedure Code Bee.1I Inlltrnctions to Judioial 

~reo'!I/' See\)\ot\. XXl, pl\te.:z;re.pn~ l'a -14., I\u,d I ( B.tl.\~l\ 6.n<l Grdet ~.II V. G, For t\PP~"'\8 
{roOl orden paned by reV~llno ()ffi.c~ri! in mt~rcill.~ of tne l\,nthl)ri\:'~ C) \f()treil by tb.", 
-01\·,1 Ooo.rt und~r 13eutiou a26 see Punja.b Govt:lrnm'mt NotWl~ltion No). lSG, <\8.ted ~'lril 
a.DteJbDm: 1891 0 
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revenue {)fficer ~ppointeu by him,* TI,. rules on the subjoct will 
be fonnd in Appendix I. 

Other exemp. 52. By Soctiol1 2GG of tho Uivi i Prllutl~ure Code 'the following 
tion~ ill In.· , kinds of property helonging to an ngriculturist are exempted from 
"our 0,£ agrl. ,q,ttl.1chll1ent ; __ _ 
CllnQflstS. 

(a) implements of husbandry, 

(h) RllCh ca.ttle and seed grain as may, in UJO opinion of the 
eourt, be nocessary to enable him to earn his livelihood 
as such., 

(c) the ma.terials of houses and other buildings owned Prnd 
occupied by~ him, t 

Wlwn tlw ng-ricultulist iF! n. person lia.hlo for the payrnant of land 
rovenU(~ tho proviRo to Section 70 of tho Land Revenuo Act, xvn 
of 1887, hoc()me~ applicu.bll",t a11u, if an order to attR.ch produce is 
lSRll0a, tho court shouJll IIsk the Collector to decido what portion of 
it, ~hollld 1)(' oXf'mpt.oll Sf) lJning "necc~sa.ry fur spod grain, and for the 
subsistence lllltil tho harvest next foll n wil1g' of tho defaulter n,nd his 
family." • 

No r(,VI'/111ll ('01ld. or offiC'f'l' }Jl11RLJ OXCApt for reasons of urgenoy 
to hp 1'e('ol',l",]) i:l~nc an,'" }l"OCl'"q of nl'rf'HL a~nin9t, n. tenant or n.g'uinst 
:1 Ianucr'l"nH'r wlltl ('nIL)\':lt',f'<l hl~ o~n b'l'l~\iuring eith~r of the two 
hnrv(l:-!tille; Hl'ftSOO!-l,§ 

Provisions of 53. 'I'ho (·.ha.pt {'t. 01\ thn (( Rights of Tenants" in the Settlcmellt 
Tanancr Act Manua,l treat" lIll1.inly of tho hi:.;tory of horcdi~al'y tem'nt right Hi too 
~:ra~~~~:;~f PUl1jtth anrl or t.JlO flxlRting htw on t110 subjoet oontainl~d in A~t XVI 
htndlords and of 1 B87. The l'rnmin<ier of the presont chaptor deals mostly WIth the 
tenants·at· relations of landlords and turw.utfl-at-will. 
will. 
Proportirm of 54. Accordjng to tile lattFlt returwlil 45'9 per cont. of the land in 
)fl.nd cultivat· the province is tilled oy tbo htn4~owner~ thu1nfowlvoB." 1 (}'3 per cent_ by 
cd b~ tena.nts- occupancy tenants, and '1.3-8 por cont. by tenants-at-will, a few of 
aL·wlll. whom pay no ront. It the five sOllth.woFlt(lrn djstrlcM of Jhang, 

Montgomery, Mult,an, Mnr.aiT:lrgarh, and Dara Ghazi Khan a.re 
excluded exactly two-fifths am cultivatod by tenant.s-at-will, 49'0 
per cent. by tho lrvullownorA, nnd 10'4 pOI' cent. by occupanoy tella.nts. 

Lien or Innc1. 50. Thn rent** of a. t'f'nnnt's holdine,. is a first charge on its n 
lord on prl" flrops.tt If any(l'.)tlwr croditor guts tho producA n.tta,chad in execution 
dneo. 

*' Sectioll 141 of A(' /; XV 11 of 18~7, 
t S~cti-)\\ 2()G (/l) :\\\\1. (r) Ot tho Ci.vil l'r()('~dure (\)d~. He~ \\\so Section S8 (2) (a.) 

of Aot XVI of l8f>7, TId word ( agrioulturist' h&ro hus (Jot tho toohnical sense it 
hoarR itt A ct X III of WOO. -

t oe('tiOlI ~Gt; (71) tho Civil Procodure Couo. 
§ Soe J .11.11(1 Hoveone Hula 20Z. '1'110 'poriolls are hetween 1st April and Blat 

May, or he(,wl'ou IGlb Sept.emher anrl 15th November. 
\! StawmC'ut No, 11 in LlHld Ilnvenue Report for 190;!.03. 
~ This dous not include l\ Ia.rge u.rea oultivated by la.ndowner--m.ortgagOl'B all 

tenants-at,will of mortP(','~ee landlords. \ 
l "" .. For I\,·finit.iolls of "rent," "tenant," "landlord," and I. "land te".Due," ••• 

Seotion 4. of Ad; X VI (,f IHI'l7. .J!'or tho different kinds of rent see paragrapbs 8U 
and :U8 of till) Sp.tllelOent AlanuaL Roferences to seotioDs in·the note. to the nnnainder 
of thiR ohaptol' w'e to aeotiouil of th(1 PtIoujo,b 'l'onauoy Aot, X VI of 1887. 

ttStlotion 12 (1), 
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of a decreo against the tennnt., tll~ lalldl.CIJ'd oan" insist on its salo 
and on bein' paid from the PI'OCOOUI::l W hn.tev~· lit? (tI.'uves to he· d lIO 

on account of the rent ot tho current harveHt a.nd of any unpuid rent 
which fell due within the yeur immoJiately pre('ed~lJg' tho deLte of 
his application to the revoI1he (Inicor on the subject. * 'Ilho "finuing 
of the revenue tfficer as if'J the amount to which. tho landlord il:l 
entiLlod has tho f01co of a ~etreo. t 

56. Except, in tho c~~se just mentioned, tho lanulord must not Rights and 
intermeddle with his tonallts' Cl'Op!:).t But of course w here tho l'C.:llt dtlties of 

, ft' f th 1 1 h . I k t landlords and oonslsts .0 .• a. pOl' ,IOU 0 e pr~)( liCe, lO as a 1'1~ It to ta e ptL~ tenants as 
in the diVIsIon, alta to removo lus own share.§ Tho tenant on Ius rllgardll pro­
part is bound, whe:t'e the rent is takell by di~il!ion (batai) or appraise- duoo. 
ment (kankut), not to remove" allY pOI tion of the prouuco ~1t such I.L 

time or in such a manner as to prevent the dne division or appraj~e-
ment ther~of," and to abstain froDJ doaling wi~h it in a manDCl' eOIl-

trary to establil:lhod usago. If 110 wl'Ongs his .lnndlol'd in either of 
these ways and I.L rout suit lR the result, "the produce llUl,y be deemed 
to have boen as full as tho fullest crop of the sarno doscription 011 

similar land in tho neighbourhood for that hal'vest/JII 

57. Delay in dividing a gm'nervd fll'0P may result in very Di~i8ioll by 
serious lOBS from tho sprouting or rotting of tlJ6 grain. Tho landlord rei.ort,0od~· 
or tenant who is injured by tho f<1dul'l~ ()[ 1,ho other party to utteuc1 may t~{~tl::;~~1u,r. y 
apply"to tho tah8ildar for the appointment of a roi'(:l'oo to llivido 01' 

appriso the produce. '1'ho referee may carry out tho divihion or np­
praisement in the absence of ono of the parties, if, after due notico, 
he fails to appear. The result of t~e refereo'::; proceedings must be 
reported to the·tahsildar lor confirmation. 1'hu same procoduro may 
be a.dopted when thel'd is any Jispu.te betwoen tho landlord and the 
tenap,t about tlie divisioll or appraisemont., 

58. When two or inore parSOllS aro lantilords in respoct of a PaymonL of 
singJe tenancy the tenaut is not buuL.! d to pay purt of his re1l.t to ront. throllgh 
one and part to another. ** It is their business to appoint one of their la}~.&. 
number to receive the whole rent. Whore rent is payable in cash 
the landlord may for some reason rofuse to receive it, or to gri.1lnt a 
receipt. There may, ~or oxampluJ be a disl?uto llutmt tho amount, 
and he may refuse to slgn an acquittanco unless tho tenant will givo 
him a.ll ho claims. Again a tenant may occasionally bu ill doubt who 
the person is who is entitlod to be paid tho rent. In either case it i::; 
open to him to apply to the tahsildar to accept the reut as a deposit, 
a.nd pay it to tho person ,,,hom ho cousiders qutitled to roceive it. tt . 

5g, TenantB-.at·wil~ l"'1unl;y hol<1 by the yea l' Ol~, lca.sos for Not.ico of ra. 
a. term of yeart::! bel11g stlll UIl:'l)llllllOn. Arrn,ugunwntt:l aro as a rulD lin(IUisluJ.l.euL 
made for tIl(' agricu.ltural yea! Jkh[tl'if~r~tbi)J tho ontgoing tenant 
h:riving up the land f.!.fter the spring crops havo boell harvested. rnw 

--
~ Section .3 (1) ll,UU (2) 
t SectioR aa (3). 
t Sectioll 12 (2)., 
§ Seotiuu 12 (4). 
\I SQction Itl. 
~ Soct~onf.l 17. 18 tlllJ. I? 

4t<"!(I SectIon 15, 
tt SccLiQ:tVS Sl athll;l2, 
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law provides that neitht'r part.y t9 11 eontwct of lotting sh~ll bo ahl~ 
to put, tho other in;11 difficll}ty by failmg to give timely tllPticf' of his 
~ntentions 81:i l'eg'!' .. r(tl!l tLfo IH~xt agl'ioult Itral yepr, wllioh meanH in t,he 
Tenanoy Act tll0 twelve months bl'giuuing on the 16th of June.* 
A tenant .. who pfopOS{'s to qnit his hold~ng aftor the rabi bn,rvest 
must inform his landlord on or beiort' ilw )5th of Jannary. If 
he fails to do Rt" he bOeOH\( s liable I;J:f, the rc.nt (If tho next 
ngri('ultural year, unless tIle lalldlonl n, ratf'J'f'S for tho eultivation 
of the lanel by some ono o1&e. t ~xeept wi th the conElent of tho lu.nd­
iord, a notice (If relinquishment, must apply to tllO whole of the loased 
land.t If the tonant t.hinkA it dosirahle tor llia own security he cnn 
give notice to the landlord through the tahsil.§ 

Notice of 60. A lanlllord who wisllO::3 to ojC'ct. n. tenn.llt-at-will c.-an apply 
f)jeo\tnent of to a uaib-tahsildar,1\ or tahsildar for the iSSllO of a noticfl., 'ril(l 
year y tenant application must bo tn9tue ill timo for sorvice tl') bn f'fiectf(l on or 

boforo tho 15th uf N(vGlnbor.** Subject to tha,i, qnalificatio':n iIte 
applicati~u can bo JoJgo(l at any timo aftor t.he bnginning of tho 
agricultural yeaI'. 'rho above Jttt~ is a very suitable 0110, as it fallfl 
before tho charl: crop bas bet'll complotely clpal'pd off tbe ground and 
bofore tho win tor r:;l.ins. '1'he tenant thoreforo gets notico beforo 
ploughing for the harvebts of the n(lxt agricultural year begins. 

Oontents of 61. ~rhe notice requires the tonnnt to gi ve up the land b£;lt'fore 
notioe. tho 1st of liay, und informs him that, if fur allY renson hes disputes 

hia liability to ejoctment, IlC mnst Lring u rovenue suit for that 
purpose within two month!:! from tho date of RPTvieo. It also warml 
bim thnt, in tho event of his hc.ving any claim to ro~oive compen­
sation for improvements or dlsturbance before ejoctment 11e mm:t 
within two montlJs present au appllcatiolJ to all Assil:llle.nt Collcct.or 
of the 1st Grade.tt 'rho ('irculUstancos uuper which such a chtim 
arisos will he discut:ised later.tt It is onough to Bny /Jore that, if it is 
estab~ished, r-jectment must be stayed until it is satisiiod.§§ 

Ejectment; 62. The tenant may obey the notico a::.ld relinquish the land 
or<ier, before the ht of May. 1£ without institut.ing' a suit io conte~t lia.bi­

lity to ejectment PI' ]ougl1lg ~u applieatiul1 £01' payrucnt of compen­
sation he simply remab18 in IJOSI:lOHSiull, the tahsildar, 011 hoing 
satisfied that the notice has been sorved, IHtSl:ilJS all ojectlncnl. oruor.1I1I 
1£ oompensation 'jl; cJaimod the ordor mnst be issued by an .A~siitant 

* S~clioll 4 (17). 
t ~Sccti(lll 30 (1) nnd (3). 
t Soction 37 
9 Section 3G Vt). 
Ii It must bo remorubered t.hat, wlule fl tlAib.taheilc1f1r eMt issuo B nutico, Lu 

oannot pa.ss t.ho Imbl:!£lquollt (.jootUlCllt or'llofs [HOC tleoticHI 'Ttl (1) (i) and ("/'1), O,nd 
(2) (c) .J 

~ Stlotiull 43 . 
•• 8eetion 46 (2). 
tt Seotion 45 (3) and (4). Tl\hsildlll'fj arc GIlly Assista.ut Ooll«lcto IS of tlte 2nd 

Gnde. 
It Seo paro.~ro.pbs 72.78 a.nd '16. 
§§ Seotior 71. 
Ilil Seotions 14-5 (5) and 76 (1) (1') ,!nd (2) (b). 
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Collector of the 1st Grade. * AUf) cjectinRut orhr is enforoed in the 
salne w8f.fl,s a decree of a Civil Court fbr the P('SB~BBion of In.nd. It 
can only be executed between the Jet of May ana 'tbe 15th of June~'tl 
E'ailing exeoution at tbe proper time the tena.nt is entitled to keep 
the le.nd for the next agricultural year. Applications for compensa.­
tion on accotnt of improyementR or disturbance tPo1j.ld be dealt with 
promptly. It jg unfair' ~at a landlord should be kept out of hiB 
rights by the dilatorine:as of a revenue offioer. 

68. 1f, when the ordor is executed, it is found that tho tenaift Proteotion of 
has crops standing on any part of the land he must not be ejected standing 
from that part«till they ripen and he has had a reasonable time for orops. 
harvesting them: On the 1,ndlord's application the revenue officor 
who ordered the ejectment may fix a fair rent to be paid by the 
tenant for his extended use of the land, or he may value the crop 
and allow the landlord to take possession on. paying the amount into 
his effice. Where the tenant has propared 1l8.nd for sowing, but has 
not eo", n it, he may ask the revenue officer to determine what 
amount is due to him from the landlord on that account. His right 
to receive anything is contingent on his having aoted conformably 
with local usage in the method of tillage adopted.:t 

G4. So far we ha.ve been dealing with the method by which 0. Ejeotment of 
la.ndlord can get rid of a yearly tenant. The law as regards the tenants for a 
ej Ef~tment of occupancy tenants is briefly described in paragraph 215 fix~d term 

of the Settlement Manual, but it will be conveniont to sta.te it morc ;:no;~:';antl!J 
fully here in conneotion with that which governs the case of tenants 
for a fixed term oxceediug ono year under a lease or a decree or order 
of 8. compotel'lt authority. A tenllnt of the latter class may throw 
up his holding at the end of tho term without giving any notice to 
his landlord7§ 'rill then he is, like an occupancy tenant, protected 
£rom ejectment by any'summary process. A landlord seeking to 
oust him must ~l'ing ~ regular suit against him. 

65. There is one case in which a summary process can be used Order for 
against an occupancy tenant, but 110& apparently against a tenant for ejeotment of 
a fixed torm exceeding one yellr.1! An AssisiaJ].t Collector of the 1st ooeupl\.~o~ 
Gra.de' can <:1l'dor thc ejectment ut (an 9ccupancy tenant wh~n a !~n:~~.~ :.:: 
decree for an arre-ar o[ ront has been passed and remains unsatisfied.** otee fer reJlt. 
But he mUbt first give the tellant an opportunity of satisfying tp.e 
landlord'l;! claim by warning him t,hat ejectment will be ordered 
unless within 15. days ho pays tho amount due into the Assi9tant 
Collector's oflice.tt 'rhcse prUVil'-lOllS, if workod meohanically, may 
causo hardf-lhip wlHll'O thero i., much differenco botwoen the amount 
of the arrear alld tht> value of the ton ant right. It ~8t be borne in 
mind that the tonl1ut is ofton u ~ory igIlorant person. A considorato 
------~.-----------~~-----

• Seotion 7\3 (1) (If) and (2) (a). 
t Seoti(ln 43. 
:t Seotion 4"'9. 
i Bootio. 86. 
Il This seen:.s tho deduotion to bo dr,ll.Wu fro~ a comparison of Section 89 (8) wit. 

eeoiions 40 and 42 (a). lit 
..r Section 76 (1) (e).tiud (2) • 
... SootiOXl. 42. 
ft Seotioll U. 
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revenue officer will it! sno~ it cf1,S(9 summon him to roceive the 
Vfritten botice ill wec'proience, and explain to him the res'1t!t whioh 
witl follow on failur& to pay within the appotuted time. There 
is no legal objecti<\'l to granting a short extension of time for pay .. 
ment, for the issue of the ejectment Ol'dar mat be deferred H ct good 
cause" is shown Y.>r diO doing.* The Assistatat Colleotot'ebollld also 
ascertain whether the tenant has any claim. ~ t!Jcompenlatlon for im­
provements or for disturbance. If he has) It; mngt be gone into 
before any furthur aotion is taken.t Where an ejectment ':>rde:t' is 
passed it can as a rult3, as in the ca&e of a tenant-a.t-will, only be 
ex~outed between 1st May and 15th June. Rut where this limita.tion 
would be unfair to the landlord, aq it might be, for eample; where 
tho tenant had delayed matters by a baseless olaim for oompensa.tion, 
execution can be allowed at any time. t 

Remedy.of 66. 1£ by any accidflut Ot' mistake a tenant entitled to' c()mpen­
tenauLdlB})OS' sation for improvements (,f disturbance§ or, for tbe value of unhar-
sesBod before . t d th t' £ I d f . II· . t .. .l l'eccipt of ves e crO'ps, or e prepara IOn 0 an or sowmg, 18 eJeo "" 
compensation before the amount due has heell determined, he will not be 
due. reinstated. But he ca.n, within one year from the dato of his 

dispossession, apply to the COLlrt which decreed, or to the revenue 
officer who ordered, hts ejectment, to fix the suI,Il due and require 
tbe la.ndlord to pay it. An ordor passed on such application ba.s tile 
same ailee , a.s a decree for money. , 

Gr~uudl!l of 67. 'nlO grounds on which an action for oject,ment may be 
a~LlOtn for brought an.{ tho circumstances under which a tena.nt who considers 
e]oc ment h h h b f II d' d . andreinstate. t ap (3 as een wrong u y ISPOS8 may slle for reInstatement 
1 leut. or for compensation will be doalt with in tho ohapter Wl Revenue 

Courts. 
Nullit,y of GB. Any clause in a record-of.rights whenever made, or in aq, 
ent~io8 in reo agreement mado aft-er the passing of Act XVI at 1887~ empowering 
O?rhds.of. a~ln.ndlord to tjcct a tenant otherwise than in a~cord8ihce with tha.t 
rlg ts Qr t' t . . 1 ~* 
agreements enao men If! VOle. 

inere ..... g 
lanitord'& 
power of 
ejeettQ,fIDt. 
Lenses Cl11'- 69. Provision is mad~ in Section 34 of the Act for the avoiding 
rontwhen of leases whose term is still runnjng when the revenuo is aHered at a 
Jlew a~B~ss, general re-assessment, failing a revision of terms made with the 
r:~td)8 mtro- assistance of a revenue cO':lrt and accepted by the tonant, w\len the. 

. assessment has boen fltised, and by the laudloru, when it has bfton 
reduced. L6aSI)S for t.110 teriu of settlcment continue in foroe uutil a, 
rcvjsod aSSeE-SnH~)'t, acLl1ally tl~kcs effect, ulliess a contrary intention 
ciearl.y appears in the agrcomont. tt 
_._-------_ .. _---_ .. -. -. -._--------------

.. Section 404 (2). 
t Sections 44 (2) aud 71! 
: Section 47. . 
§ See paragraphs 18. RI. 
II Bee po.ragraph 68. 

'1' Suotion 74. 
«<. Section 109 (c) (\Jld 110 (c). 
tt f3eQ~iQ~ "fI, 
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70. Tl1E~queBtion 0' Cf improvements" in tesants' holdings ma.y Improve­
OQoasional1y cyme som.1ittle diffioulty, for no very. broad line of menta, 
distb:.c~'t'ion can be drawn between tlH\ Aimplost kinds of "improve .. 
menta» and Bome of the operations carrjetl out by tenants in tlfe 
ordinary oonrae of tillage. An exhaustive explanation of the t(-rms 
as applied to a work executed on an agricultural t~nancy, is gJv~n 
in Section 4 (lR) of the TenaD!'Y Act. rrhe important point is that 
tae work must be one by which H the valne of the tenancy ha.s been 
and continues to be increased." The term does not em brace every 
operation which increases for a. time the value of the holding, but 
only such as are oatsid~ the every da.y cot!rse of husbandry, and 
poss'ess a greater or less degree of perma.nency. The sinking of a 
masonry well to irrigate a field hitherto dependent on the rainfall is 
obviously an "improvement." So is tho makin.c of a kacha well in 
stiffish soil, for this involves a good deal of labour, and the woll will 
last for several years. Bllt tho digging of a shallow kacha well of 
the ordinary type, ,vhich waters a few bighas of crops in tho rabi anu 
falls in the rs,my season, is not an cr improvement." 

- 71. In a country .of peasant proprietors like the Pa.njah the Imllrove­
bulk of agricultura.l impr.ovements is made by the landewners on menta by 
la.nds over which they ha.ve full control. rrho qne~tion of improve_landlnrdR 
ments in tenants' holdings is only If practical importance as rC"gards 
tlhose which -are affected by occupancy tenants and tho partICulnr 
olass of impr.ovementi known as }angal tarashi, or clearance of waste, 
ca,ried ont by tenants-at;will. It is tt'lle that by Act XVI of 1887 
landJord~ have- the right to mako improvements in the lands of 
occupancy tenants with the pl'eviotls permission of the Veputy 
Commissioner,* and that provision is ma.do in the Act for enhancing 
the rent of the impro~ed holdings.t But as a wa.ttlor of fact land-
lords are vary chary of spending money on lands ~ith wllich their 
connection is mainly confined to recei\1ng a.rl1'nt fixed by authorIty. 
Should aD application £01' permission to do so be presonted, tho 
tenant ough~ to be heard. As was pointed out by Colonel Wace, 
who was the chief author of the Tenancy Act of 1887, it is not every .t improvement" which benefits a small and perhaps struggliIlg 
tenant. 

fC If." he said, "such improvements are classed frc~ the point of 
view of the tenant, they may be divided into works which will 
increase the produce of his 18tud without imposing on him the 
neoeBsit;y of altering in any material degree his previous standard ot 
bu.sbandry and expenditure, and works which wHI not yield any 
fwourable resl11t~ anleu thet Ire supplemented by a very consider­
a1>le increded GJtpenditure on the opa.rt of the tenant. Of the first 
of these two classes, a canal distributary \\' hich aOPi1ies flow 
irrigation is the most obvious example: and though by e::tist.ing 
lJ~e a landlord may not be entitled to 'llake an'mprovement of 
this kind Oll the -holding of a tenant with a right o£.oocopancy, it is 
DOt. likely ~t suet. & tenant, if be himself laoJc.e~ tlae means or 
~~toDit, to mab tl\o improvement, would. . . . • objeot to its 
,.. h r Ie I- ....... _~_ 

• Sto\ip 61. 
t,s.do'Q 6,. 



execution by the-landlord. Of the secdtld olass a' well ma.y be 
taken ~s a.n instanoe . . . . I ha.ve felt eg\eat halitation as to the 
introduction into this B1l1 of words which will ena.~ a. landIol'd to 

1mpose on n. ten&nt the very hea.vy ex.penditure neceS$ary to well 
irrigation ill the Panjab. . . . . I truat that . . . . by the exercise of 
ane discretion on the pa.rt of our revenue offioers in dea.ling with such 
a.pplications as la.ndlords may make to them, we mly avoid imposing 
on a. tenant in any case a.n improvement which, though it may fall 
technically within the definition 1ai(\ down in the BiU, would require 
of him a husbandry and expenditure beyond a fair estima.te of his 
capa.city to undertak~." The Aot permits tho Looal Government 
with the previous sanction of tho Government of India to issue rules 
on tho subject of landlord's improvements,* but nono have been 
fra.med so fat·. 

Improvement 72. A teo6nt-&t-will oan only make an improvement with tho 
b>:l tenant·at· assent of his landlord, but oonsent may bo assumed from oircumw 

WI I. stanoel'.t If, for example, Q landlord lets to n. tenant n. piece of wastn 
land for the growing of orops, it is ObVIOUS he> haq ngreed ~ hiA 
doing everything that is neoessa.ry to make it fit for Sllccoss£ul 
oultivation. If the oleara.noe required involves aD a.pprecin.hlc CORt 

in labour or money, it amounts to an U improvement." 
{ 

Oompenla· 78. In any oase every tenant If who ha.s clearid a.nd hronght 
tion for dis- unciAl' cultiva.tion waste land in which he has not a right of OOcuBI'I,ncy" 
turuanoe f I' is entitled to oompensation, great or small, i he is ejected boful'e lio has 

Improve­
ments by 
ocoupanoy 
tenants. 

got 0. full return for his expenditure. Oompensatiop for disturo.tnoo 
must m no case exct"ed five years' rent of the land, and would in many 
cases properly be fa\' less. If a substantial and lasting improvement 
has been ma.de, the tena.nt will reoeive compc"1dation for it in addition to 
compensa.tion for disturbance. t A village proprietor tilli.ng part of the 
common la.nd of tho esta.te Qf one of several co-sharer! cultil"ating the 
joint holding canuot 'claim compensation tor disturbance on eject .. 
ment.§ Where reot is paid in grain or by a money rate on crol! 
(zaWi II), or by a. cQ,sh rent consisting only of the land revenua and 
DeBSaS, the rent for the purpose of calculating compeosa-tion may be 
ta.ken 0.1 twioe the land revenue.' The Bame rule applies where nQ 
rent at all has been pa.id. ** As the land wa.s 6al A.1tfYOth8f1i waste 
wpen the tq~lant got it, it will in many caSetl not be fJ.SS€fsse<1 to land 
revenue. In snoh 0. oase the above provision must, be interpreted &8 

meaning that the rent ma.y be as~n;''t'pod to he eq na.l to twioe the land 
revenua deduoed by applying to:the holding the rate a.t whioh similar 
cultivated landY in the sa.me estate aro d.ssessed. tt 

74. The title of occupanoy te'n&nts to make imp,rovemept(/J 011 
their own holdings is emphatioally asserted in the tfSrd s&oMon of 
the Aot.\ Bat when the Panja.b was first annexed and for many years 
-----~-- ) It I 



afterwarus t.llelr nghtl ti(i) ao so was held to be .sftbject to great 
restrictions. In Mr. Cust's Revenuo Manual, which appearS to haTe 
been written in 1863, thoogh published Rome yO~8 lat6ll', the 
position is explatned as fo~ws :-(All occupancy tenant) H may llOt 

plant garden~J !:link- wollt:!, ~~ canals, plant trees, wit~out the leave 
of the landowner; but if- in a distriot under settlement the lioenso be 
refused, he may1ile a regular suit a.gainst tho Il'1Ildowner, claiming 
permission to improve tho land, and distinctly admitLing tha.t he has no 
proprietary rights, that the tenuro will not bo altered by tho iUlprove~· 
menta, that the "alldlord lms tho pre-emptory right, if the land 
should be ill tho market. 'rhe l'l'ut of the lanel will he governed by 
tho rent of the -w,lcinago, and will not be liable to enhancement in 
Mnsequonco of improvement, even though the tenant should have 
improved without loavo, and in caRe of enhan~mont of ront. allowed 
by the COurt on account of tho increased pl'o::lpcritJY of the district, 
cafe should be takt.ll1 tl1at any increaso of production cau."sed by 
tonant's capital bo excludod from calciilai Ion. It is very true that 
n landlord must not be improvod out, of his estate, but a tenant 
with a right of occupancy has a rig-ht, to improve; similarly, the 
landowner has a right to improve the lanel of a tellanL with right of 
occupancy, and domand an cnhancod rent in conseqnence, should the 
tenant rofuse to do so. He is at liborty to make hi~ own terms with 
the hm<lo"wnel' on tho subject of the sinking of well::; und other 

. imprOVenlCl!ts, and any disputo on 'tho subjl'ct of tlwso tC'ftnB will be 
decided py ~1 suit 011 its own mcritf.l."* • 

75. A fe,: year~ later tho firFlt Panjab 1'onancy Act, XXVIII Provisio'bs or 
of 1868, put tho law ~1S to tenant.s' improvements snbstantial1y on its ~~ T::an~~ 
pr!jsent footing, excopt tJIat too proviAions of tha,t enactment on tenanh' im­
the 8U bject could. Le overridden by written agreements tOr properly provements. 
attested entries in tIle· recordH of a rogu]ar settlement. t 'Phi~ haR 
now been altered. An ~ntr'y in a l'ec()ru~of-rights whenover framed, 
or a condition iu an agreoIl1€lut maUl} n.ftor tho paflRing of Act XV I 
of 1887, which purport8 tv limit the rights of tcuantf! to make 
Improvements or to roceivo 011 ejectmene (lolllPcnsati'm for im}Jrovo-
ments already made or for dil:!turbancC', is uull and void.: A tena.nt 
i~J however, free to covenant to pay fLll t-mlm,ll(1Ca rent on accollnt of an 
improvement ll1ade or to be made by his landlord.§ A writt(~n agl'eu-
mont made before ht Novembt'f 1887 rOfMaining n. tenant-at-will from 
making improvomonts is n bar to any claim for compf'l1sation. But 
with this ex:cepton improvomonts made 1>l:'fol'o the Act came into 
force are deeme(l to havo been mad~ in accordanoe with1Jhe Act. II 

76. A tenant who starts n.n "improvement aftf'r his landlord has Eediectmhent 
d f h ' t d' £. t t b d an en anco-sue dr IS eJcchnen or cautle a nl)twf' 0 8J8otrnen 0 e serve mentof rent. 

U'ROU hhn dt>H" Sf) at his ow n ris~, nnd ha'4 no claim -fOI' compensation ba.rred till 
H fie if! ttlrI~jd Ollt of his holdill~.'- Bu.t ~ubjflOt to that, reasouable tena.tlt. haa 
exception, a tenant;, who lIas lwprovO'Il hi'i holding is protected both ~~~e::t~~:.om. 
__ 4 ___________ ... -' __ ~_~_ ... _ ....... __ ----' _____ ",. __ .. _______ .......... ----""---

... OU/Jt'a Revenue M~nnal, p"lges 42.48. 

\

S.8 J3l\t'kley's EdHIlOo of the (f Oireotion for OollecLorl.l," paragraphe \&2.54-
Seotions 109 (a)~nd \b) and 110 (1) (b). -
Section 110 (9), 
Seotion mt 
Seo~ion Get 
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from ejeotment -and from enhanoement of "rent till he baa reoeived 
oompe~Bation8' froOl his landlord.* . 

Calou)f4UOD 77. In estimating oompen9at-ion Ulf~ noints {for conl'ideration 
o! oompeDA' are-
tiOD. (4) the amount by whioh the val\!a or the produoe of the 

tenancy, or the value of that produoe, id' increasod by the 
improvement, 

(b) t.he conditions of the improvement and the probable dnra .. 
tion of its etIects, 

(c) the lahom' and ca.pital required for the ma.king of SDch an 
improvement, 

(d) any reduation c:tr remission of rent or other advantage 
allowed to the tE'nant by the landlord in consideration of 
the improvements, and 

(e) in the case of a. reclamation, or of the conversion of nnirri· 
gated into irrigated la.nd, the length of time during which 
the tenant has had the benefit of the improvement.t 

Compenlation 78. CompeIlsation mast be assessed and paid in money, unless 
-by grant of the partie! agree that it sl10uld be made in wlHile or in part "by the 
I. a .• e or reo grant of a. bAneficial lease of land or in some other W8.y.t It is 
:~~:~: .• frate alwaYIl open to R landlord And a tenant to pettle any claim for compen-

a, sation by the ofter and a.ccepta.nc~ or 0. twenty ye8rs' lea.se at the 
existing rent or at any other t rent that may be mlltually agreed 
upon §. Wbere 8 weH has been sunk a reduction 01 \he landlord l s 
batai share, in considel'atioil of the extra expenditure iucurred and re­
qllired, is a. very suitabJe form of ,compensation. When crop. are 
divided i. is quite common to find the customary ~'rate, for well crops 
10w;er than for re-in crops.' -_. ~ ---

• Section 6S. t Seclion 72. t Seotion 73. ~ Section 07. 



(JHAPTER IH. 

ASSIGNr,rEtTs OF LAND ltEVICNVE • • 
79. Grants of la.nd revenue by the Stato to private iu~ividuals Impotia oe 

are often oompendiously described as "jagi'rB and rrn'l,ajis." No ~f Ja.nd ~ .. 
broad distinction can be drawD between these two terms. "Jagir" venue ~ulBD" 
is usually appropri¥ed to the larger ~rants, and especially to those ;eDr ~n tbe 
given for services of a military or official character, and "Muafi," BoD a. • 
to assignments of less value and importance. 'rho subject is one of 
much interest in the Panjab, where such alienations form a larger 
P'fOpot1iibn of the total land revenue than in .y, other province in 
India. How this has come to pass will appear m the sequel. H is 
the more curious because the views which pt'evailed amoog the men 
who had the greatest infiuenc6 00 the early administration of th~ 
Psnjab were not favourable to the maintenance of a privileged 01as8,* 
and a rapid reduction of the amount of revenue diverted from publio 
purposes was looked for. Eleven years after annoxation the Finan .. 
cial Commissiouer estimated the assigned land revenue at 33 lakbs. 
Forti years later itH gross amount was still muoh the same, bnt owing 
to the grea.t expansion of the land revenue of the Palljab between 
1860 and 1900, the proportion which it bore to the total assessment 
had fallen from ith to T\-th. 

80. The ~ative Governments which preceded our own found Auigh. 
it convenient to sacare the swords of brave, and the prayers of pious Ne~ta uoder 
men, to pacify deposed c~ie£R and to reward powerful servants, by v~=eDtt o. 
assigning to the~ the ruler's sharE! (hakimi hi'8a) of the produce of . 
the la.nd in p~rticlllar villa.ges or trar.ts. 'l'his was an easier 1\1ode 
of payment for the Sta.te than the regula.r disbursement of salaries 
or cash pensions, and it was much more grateful to the recipients. 
The a.mount which a }agirdar could take as the ruler's share was 
only lillliten by his own judgment of thf1 oapacity o£the oultivators to 
withstand oppression by foroo or to escape from it by desertion, and 
he eDI·ored iri practice most of the rights whioh we now regard as 
epecm evidences of ownership. Large assignees of land revenue 
also E'xercised within their own osta.tes the power over life and 
limb, which the success of our own kings iu suppressing similar pri .. 
vileges in the case of feudal barons has led us to consider the peculiar 
mark ot sovereignty. Tke system referred to above .as too deep 
root-ed for a foreign. Govern.ment to destroy. Prudence dictated its 
cont.inuanoe, but demanded the limitation of the drain on the resourceB 
of the State ,vhioh it involved, and the removal of tJ.1.e encroachments , 

• 
• AI an e_m~ eUJllp)e of the VNlW unfavourable ~o land revenue assignment. 

the following remarks may he extr&cted from·the Bevenue Manual issued in 1860 by 
Mr. Robert Oust, who' w .. then Financial Oommissioner; -

tI It. is to be regretted that it (thA practice of making assignments of!lu1d revenue) 
... ~ perpetuated undeJ' the British Govet'nment. We are plaped in the singular 
po*itlou of P'tyinl the "hDle of our own .mple 8stablilllhm611ts. ciftl and military, in, 
~ while the ."ant."f .all kind, of the former Governm~Jlt aril.;a gnat maoy other 
otuee., .~d the deeoeAdnta Qf former robber ohief" fatton like drollel 011 the hOA., of a.".,. )UTI";: 



is 
( 

\vbioh the .ia'9ircla1~ had made 011 tho p]'(~roga.M.vos of ~overDment on 
the Ol1e hand, n.nIJ on what wo cOllceived to be the l'lght,s of land­
holders on the othor. 

8objeot 81. In tl'~atihg of the subject it will f~e conveniont Lo deal sops.-
must be treat· rately with-
cd separately . . . , . . • • 
for differeD Ii (a) tllO t.errltorlOS mcludtld 10 the PauJab State as Maha.raJa. 
tracts. It:wjit 8ingh bequeathed it to his successors, IIore a 

distinction must be drawn between tho .iagil' tenures of 
(1) Kangra and tho tract between th~llias and Sutloj, 
comprisiug tho present districts of J al!;mdhar r.l.nd Hoshiu,l'­
pur, which WOl'O ulcquired in ~{al'ch ] 864, and ("2) the dis­
tricts lyiD~ to tho west of the Bias and Sutloj ~nnexed 
three yoarj:l later; 

(t/) tho Ois-Sutlej territory, tho plains portion of which was 
t,akcn under our protection in 1809 and the hill tract in 
J 815. This includes the prosent districts of Simla, 
Ambala, Ludhialla., Ferozeporo (except th€l Fazilka 
tahflil)) and tahsil Kaithal a'!1d pargalla Indd in 
Karnal; 

(1') the Delhi and Bhatti territorios conquored in 1808 and 
transferred from the North-W estorn Provinces to the 
T)alljab in 1858. 'l'hcl:le comprise the distriots of Hissar, 
Uohtak, 0 urguoll, Delhi, tahSIl Panipat and pargat.1a 
Karna! in Karna), anif tahsil Fazilka if! Fer.zepore. 

A . 82 .. In thH 1st PaJljab Administration Report it was estiwuLcd 
men:~r::dor that undor Maharaja Ranjit Singh more r than .~rd of tho reve.ues 
the Sik.h Go. uf the ~ta.te was assigned tu private individuals.* :'his curious stato 
vernment. of bhjugs was not due to any sentiment of genorosity on the part 

of that astute ruler~ It was t~e natural result of the prooess by 
which his power had been built np, and '0£ the convenience under 
at rude system of administration of making the servants of tho State 
collect thoir wages qirect' from its subj<'cts. Hahjit Sillgh was 
originally only the bead of one of tho Tn'isi", 01' confoderacies into 
which the followerH of G ur!l Govind Singh were' divided. By 
force and fraud ho made himself the master of the whole Sikh 
commonwealth ill tho Panjab, but ho felt that it waa impolitic, 
and perhaps iWI)ossible, to deprive tue powerful Sardars, whom he 
converted from his oqtm)s intu his va.ssals, of the revenues they had 
cnj oyed and ... he powers thoy had exercised within their own estates. 
H(-j contented IJiUl~clf tl.H:H·cror6 with making their tenure conditional 
on furnishing contingents of horsemen to reinfol'<le in time of 
Wll\' th:\t l)owerf~l army of trained foot soldiers whieh was the 
rClIl foundation of his powor. 'L'bc same motives led him to le&ve 
to the Rnjpllt Hajas of the hills, and the powerful Muhammadan 
Cbieffil of the Western Panjab,' whom he brought under Bubjoction, 
Borne fragments of their ancient possessions in the shape 0-£ jAg4'1'8. 
A part even of the regular troops was paid by assignments of laud 

I revonue, and lb found it convenient to remunuate in the sani' 
way the great",lIfticers of the State and to uialf& limilar graJlts fOtl 

• • 4 • ; ! 
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the support of the ladi~ and the servants of hi' household. As Ii 
native ruler, it behoved him also to be Hbertt.1.in gr8.nis to holy 
men and religious illstitt!tions. It was worth while to conciliate the 
leading men it many estates, the rnuUks, or m'll,kuddi'Wu~ or chaudhris 
as they were caUf;d, by g1~ng them it part of their own lands revenue 
free, or even a oonside-'able sharD of the village collections. These 
petty grants wm'A known as -inarn8 and, where they consisted of Q> 

definite share of the revenue of an estate, as chuhu'J'U1n8. 

88. There ",as of course no secnritiy of tenure. Each grant wa~ Insocurity 
held at the pleasure of the it1aharaja, w},ich usually meant for so of ,tenure of 
long as the recipient was worth conciliating. More especially a8SdlgnmS~knhts 

. .. d t' th un ar 1 every aSSIgnment was In practlce open to reconSl era Ion on e Governments. 
death of the holder, and when renewed a fi~ or naz·"una was often 
exacted, Rhich sometimes dqualled the· collections o~ several 
years. 

84. Assignees were 8l1titleu to the ruler's share of the produce Position of 
a.nd took it, as the State usually did, in kind, that is, by actual assignees un· 
division of crop or by appraisomellt. Where the grants consisted dar Sikh Go­
of whole villages the grantee oxercised tho right of extending veiltnnent. 
cultivation by bringing in tenants to break up the waste. Ho sunk 
well-' and ,planted gardens, and, if he WliS strong enough, turned 
out existjng cultivators who fell under his displeasuro. The larger 
J'agirdurs also hf~ld the powors comprehensively described as 
jaujdari, * that is to say, they .carried out, so far as their powor 
or their disP'>sition led them, the rudo system for the exaction of 
fines or the lopping off of limbs as a penalty for crime) or tho 
enforcement of arbitration in civil cases, which constituted criminal 
an~ civil justioo among-the Sikhs. 'They in thoir turn made grants 
within thOlr ovl'n estu.tes to tho mon who fought for them !n the 
field or prayed for thorn at home. 

85. The territory ceded by the Labore Darbar in ) 846 was . 
known in official literature as the "Trans-Sutloi States." IlJ. the .Ae~~gr~~nts 
bill tracts the

t jugirs were held by th~ Hajput Uajas who had boen ~~I1():odfns 
dopo sed by Ranjit Singh, and who to their bitter disappointment 1846. 
were not restored to independence when we took their country. 
The Hajas of ~Iandi and Sukct wero never reduced to the status 
of jagirdars by the Sikhs, though the former suffered much at 
their hands, and their territorios ('on tin nod to be separate clliefdoms 
under the Buzerain~y of tJ:e Bri~is~ Govo:~ment. In the plains 
the Kapurthala. ChIef .<lCeuPled a 81m.IIar pOS\tlOn, for~.anjit Singh's 
ally, Sa.rdar Fateh Singh, Abluwaha, had managod WIth difficulty 
to maintain his. rights. t But the other Sikh Sardars botween tho 
Bias and the Sutlei had been reduced to subjection like their 

, oj " 
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~rethJ.!en to the ~~t of the Bias, and held their estates on condition 
of furnishing hprsemen in time of war. Other jagirdara of the 
Cis-Sutlej States had received their 1'agilf'a as rewards for ser,ioes 
rendered to the Q'Lahore Darbar. 

Orders iasuod 86. Lord Hardinge's orders* regarding Qte treatment of revenue-
by ~ord free tenures iu the 1'rans-Sutlej States may be reproduced as tbey were 
nardlnge, adopted with Borne modifications in the instructions given by Lord 

Dalhousie to the Board of Administration after the annexation of the 
IJst of the Paniab. He prefaced the rules which he laid down by 
remarking" there is certainly no reason why we shoum maintain in per. 
petuity an alienation of the Government revenues which would not have 
been maintained by the power we have suoceeded. * • III * . 
All grants were resumEt'l by the Sikh rulers at will without reference 
,to the terms of the' grants whenever State exigencies or 'even 
caprioe dictated. On the death of the grantor they lapsed 8S a. 
matter of course and were only renewed on payment of a. la.rge 
nazrana, equal in some instances to m.any years' collections * * *. 
The decision of the British Government on these claim.s will give a. 
permanency, validity, and value to the tenures hitherto unknown, 
notwithstanding sanacIs from Native Governments of perpetual 
release from all demands which the holders know mean nothing." 
Tho rulos, seven in Dumber, were as follows:-

" lst.-All grants for the provision or maintenance of former rideR 
deposed, or former proprietors disposscssed, to be maintained on theil' 
prosent tenllres in perpetuity. ... 

"2nd.-All endowments, bona fide made for the maintenanoo of 
religious establishments or buildings or buildings f01' public aCcommodation, 
to be mainta.inod as long as the establishmeIftB or ba.ildinga arc tlpt 
up. 

CI 3rd.-All persons holding villages or portions of villa,gos Iroe of rent 
ot" rnoney paym.ent, and hI' whioh no service was to be rendered, by grants 
ma.de by Maharajas Ranjit Singh, Kbarak Singh, or Shor Singh, to be 
maintained in their"holdiD~ freetof rent during tlleir lives,eeach case to be 
open to the consideration and orders of Government on the death of the 
holder, to be decided according to its morits. 

I' 4th.-All parBoDs holding land or grants as above, 8ubject to a. 
payment of nQz,arA-a, peshkash, or the like, to hold for their lives, Rllbject 
to the payment of quarter jam.a, and, on the death of the holders, the la.nd 
to bo resumed or assossed at full jama. 

" 5th.-Ali€'persons holding land for which service of any kind was to 
bo 1'l1odored to the Sikh rulers, inoluding Dedip and Sodhis, who were 
expeoted to perform religions services for the benefit of the donors, to hold 
for life subject to 8t payment of ijama, the case of each such tenure to be 
reported for the considera.tion of GoverXIJDont on the death of the holder. 

"6'- G " t".- rants made by peJisone not baving autbo~ty to alie. 
nate the Government revenues to he rcsnmed. 

CI 7th . ..lo. Where no sanaa exists, a holding for three generations io con­
stitute a title, anttfentitle the holder to have his cue adjtlClicated bJ tb, 
i ... oregoing rnltls." «( 

--- "..- ) +.IS .1,'''''4 
.. GOVfrnUlebt of lndil. No. 78, dated ~1'4 J'.pnarl 18'~. to gQm~. 

'fran ..... tI. Stat., 
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87. JagiifB in t11e Trans-Sutlej States WbICh the n.neestora Of Treo.iment of 
eristing holders had won by their swords befote Maharaja Ranjit ~~i1"' in t~~t\ 
Singh established his \soendanoy were known as It Oonquest a:d"':::lej.l0.8 
Jagi'rB." In t~e oase of tile assignments held by tile Sikh Sard8rs 
in the plains tIte polic/lt ~rst followed appears to have been to 
resume a portion consi~ered eqllivalent to the military servioe, which 
was no longer required and to maintain the remainder for life. ;!. 
large number of these life tenures were afterwards reconsidered in 
pursuance of orders passed in 1856 and were ultima.tely relpasod In 
perpetuity. frh~ queatir>n then arose whether succession should be 
conuned to the heirs of the person in whose favour the perpet,uity 
grant was made or of the person in possession when the first en-
quiry after annexation took place. The. latter alterns,tive wns 
adopted, a.J.J it was decided to apply to the. Tra.ns-Satlej Conquest 
JagwB the following five rules which were modelled on those laid 
down lome years previollsly in the case of the Cis"Slltlej Jagi'r8 :-

"I.-That no widow shall suoceed to a fagir share. 
" 1I.-That no del:lcendants in the {"male liRe shall inherit. 

"til.-That on failnre of a direct male heir, tiL collateral male heir may 
suoceed, if the common ancestor of the deceased and of the collateral 
clailnant was in possession of the share a.t or Bince the year of primary 
investigation of the jagir tenure, which in the Trans.Sutl€'j States is ordi­
narily 1846. 

" IV.-That alienation by a jagi,dar of portions of his holding, whether 
to his relation'or strangers, shall neither be officially recognized nor officially 
reoorded . 

• u V.-That one or more sons of a common a1lcestor in possession at the 
period of the firs. investig4tion, being entitled to th~ whole share posBOBsed 
by such commOn "ncest~, shall be held and be declared responsible for the 
maintenance of widows left by deoeased brothers, who, ha.d the' lived, 
wanle!' have shared with inoh son or sons. . 

The jagi'rs of the bill Rajas of Kangra were upheld in per-
petuity. ' 

A8sessment8 in ter'ritory) west of Bia8. 
88. When the annexation of the Paujab was proclaimed on Treatment of 

the 80th Maroh 1849. the members of the newly constituted Board ~ssignm~nts 
of Administration were instruoted by Lord Dalhousie that "the In tte~r~?r, 
verJ tirst object to which they should direct their attention was wes 0 18S. 

the determination of all questions affecting the vllolWity of grant.s 
to hold land rent free." It was obviolls that annexation must be 
followed by a grea.t reduotion ill land revenue assignments. The 
Britiu Government had no need of the military contingents of the 
Sardars fUld it paid its servants by drafts upon the treasury. But be-
sides this it was a fixed part or Lord Dalhollsie's polioy to lower the 
position of tre., Sarars, and to tras~ to the oontentment of the oommon 
people aud to the presence of a. sutBoient military force to seoure the 
pe&oeful developm.ent of the new provinoe. Of the -two great 
J)fOthers wbo were the leading members of the Board .. .A.dminiatratio~ 
• f1etlt'1 L.w&l1oe accepted with reluotance. a policy wbicn 
atleud widt,ty fram bis 0"'0. views,' while Sir fohn Lawrenoe 
~84 Jt b~oa1l8e he' was himMlf oonvinced of its SO\lqdQ~8S. Thi. 
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is not the place to d~cuss the merits of the course W1l1cn was aOliuauy 
followed. '_ It is eRlOugh to note tbfltt the settlemont ma,de was not in fft.Ct 
an illiberal one. It is also tho case that t.n.mtls fl\it,h in this, as in SOUle 
other parts of Lord Dalhousie's policy, wasra good dea,l shaken br the 
event.:; of 1857, and that in luany OH,SOI-l tltb \'~inal conditions 0: the 
jagir grallts to leading families in the Panjau havo boen l'evlsed as 
\)pportunity offered in a gentJfous spirit. 

Lord Dalhon. 89. ].Jorcl Dalhousie laid down f)tl)phatically that "by our ooeu­
sie's viewB, pation of the eonnhy, aftor thfl whole Hikh nation llitd been in at'ms 

against os, we have ncqnirod thE' al)solute right of conquerors and 
would be justified in declaring' every acre of land liable to Govern­
ment assessment./I He ordered Lhe resumption without t\xception 
of gra.nts held by mon _fho ho.d taken up arms against the British 

< Governmont, whether by choice or compulsion. He repoated' I~ord 
Hardinge's description of the insecurity of the tenl1re of ,jar/irs under 
the Sikh Government and of tho increaRed value which the decision 
of the British Govornment would give to any assign mont 
that was maintained. Every assignee \Vho~e tenure was uplleld 
was to give up a.ll deeds of grant whicll he held from tpr:ner 
Governments and to recoive iustead a sanad from tho Board declaring 
that the assignment \Vas the- free gift of tbe British GoverIUllollt. 
Except in a few special cast's tho jagirdar8 were to be deprived of all 
police powers, and, evor'y assigned estate was to be assessed. "so that 
th9 jagirdars or other holder shottld not be aUowec1 to raf'k rt'ut- his 
tenants or derive more from thl) land than would be. taken by the 
Government whose place he occupies." Where gralltA held on 
oondition of service were maintained a oash commutation for tho 
aid which was no longer required was to be~fixed. 

flO. Lord Dalhousie reproduced Lord Hardinge's seven rules 
~;~~rdiS~~~ with some modificatioos, Hond added on~ of his own. In the firf4,t rule 
bousie. for the words" on their present tlsnn/os in perpetuity" tho 

words "on their present torms subject to future diminution 
after the death Of incu mbertts H wel'e substituted. • This alteration 
was not without significance. To the second rule a rider was added 
providing for the reduction of endowments which appeared to be 
" exorbitant," and it was remarked that "when grants of great va.lue 
have been conferred for tbo maintenanc6 of the State religion • • . . , 
they should be restricted to a smaller amount from obvious motives 
of political expediency." An addition was ma.de to Rule ~ to the eiIeot 
that long oCt,;llpaucy would of course receive the oonsideration of 
Government. 'l'he alterations in the other ruleu were only verbal. 
The additional rule was as follows:-

"8. Where ouie£a or others hold lands rent free, whioh were llot 
gra.nted by Ma.haraja Ranjit Singh orf' any other rlller, but won by thair 
own Bwords, they will deserve oQllsideration, and their -oa,iR1s shonld be 
specia.lly reported to Government with the Boa.rd's reoo1lltuenda.tio:n ill 
each oase. "t Any partioula.r cQ,ses not provided for in the foregoing rules 
to bo reported seJ3~rately to Government for speoia.I orders/' 

Lord Dalhousie added :-
"Sbould oa.s~J of individlla.1 ha.rdship a.rise from. a 8t1rWb oDserV&11~' 

of these rtdes, whether 'from. indigenoe, ibdlra:r.it,_ a.ie, -or sex, the Govel'nQ"" 
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G~ra.l. on Buch being represented, will be happy to lJtla.x the aevertty 
of the rules or confer a. peJl8~n upon the object." 

91 .. In clrc.Iatillg t.~e instruotions the Board of-Administra.tion 11lstraotionl 
rema.rked :_ of l!~d of 

,AdmuJl.t r a-

(a) with referonce to Rule 2 that religious endowments sboulir tieD. 
be upheld in perp~tuity subject to the good behaviour of 
the Ilrantoes and conditional on the income belOg devote. 
to the objeots originally pr0po~orl by the grantor; 

(b) that the third rule should usaaUy be held to apply to grants 
ntade by the three Maharajas mentioned before their 
accession, or by other Chiefs befor\ their time; 

(c) with reference to the 6th and 7th rules that assignments 
unsupported by aanada or held under invalid sanadll 
granted by ka'1'darp, nalims and the like should, 
neverthelesEI, be maintained for the livea of the present 
occupants where possession was of long standing, and 
that unbroken occupation of 20, 25, or 30 years whether 
by ono individual or for two or more generations, should 
entitle tho holder to a life interest i 

(d) tha.t grants of recent date should7 when the oocupants 
w~re old, or infirm, or fl:>r any other reason objects of 
cH'arity, be maintained for life ; 

(e) that where a }&gir had been confiscated because the 
jogi1d(fr haa. borne arms aga.inst the British Government, 
an ~rants mado by him to his dependents should at 
Once be resumed. But in cases of smaH BBsigmnents 
of long standing, special rocommellda,tions to maintain for 
life might be made if the hold or appeared to be entitled 
to this ind ulgence ; ,. 

(rf'that grants of land free of asJessment enjoyed by the 
J hea.dmen of villa.ges if supported by sQ;)Lads were to be 

upheld. If they bad been enjoyed for many years land 
the amount was not excessive, they were to be m~intained 
for life, Of, at any rate, until the revised settlement, e~en 
though no sanad could bo produced; 

... 

(g) that lands held revenue·free by villale servants, if 
t&e amou ot was mQderate, were to be upb.ld until tb.e 
revised settlement; 

(h)~tha.t the tenures tlQier which gardens we~e beld were to b • 
• libera.lly dealt with, and if supported by valid 8aA'lIaaa, .r 

posseS8ed by several generations, were to be recommended 
for maintenance in perpetuity. If resumption was, resolved 
un, settlement was to be made with.t41e :x-majiaar at 
the 4IOrdinary village rate!, and not "at prden rat., 

.Wherb the gl'a~t wae new, anq. tlft prden eKi,ted 
before \t -was ~ade, ~t was to be reaulQid and tbe land 
atae88ed to the best:tdtanta.ge. 



Granta to 
taki1/a •• 

92. Shortly {'fter the Board direoted -that £nGms or mone1 
allowa.n088 eDjo'y~d by leading mem bA~S of village oommunitiea b~foft 
annexatitin sbould be upheld for bfe slbjeot to good behavIour. 
On the death(, of the in.a.mdar the inamtWM to be continued to his 
son or resumed as might seem expeditblft. Thee intim was to be 
oonsidered as remuneration for service t6' Government and. to the 
village community, and the possession of it entitled the; holder to be 
oalled cha'Udhri. * 

98. Lord Dalhousie's seoond rule put religi9sus establishments 
and buildings for public accommodation on the ~same fo~tjng, and 
directed the main tenance of their endowments for as long as the 
establishment or buildings ,,'ere kept up. J D. 1853 the question 
was raised whether t~e8e orders applied to Hindu dharmstilas. or to 
the small roadside tlJ,kiyas occopied by Muhammadan fakirs. Sir 
John La.wrenoe ruled that exoep~ in special cases grants in support 
of suoh buildings should not be released in perpetuity. The 
reasons he gave are charaoteristio, and are worth quoting-

" 5tl •. -The Chief Commissioner cannot admit that the existence of 
such grants does not enoourage mendicanoy, bllt further con"dder8 tha.t 
the existence of these takiyas has often a mischievous effeot. Doubtless, W-en, 
who are now fakirs, will, for the most part, remain such; their idle ha"bita 
will prevent their taking to any honest or respeot.able mode of livelihood. 
But there will no longer exist the sa.me induoement for the young and 
active to join such people, and the number of their disciples will, at once, fall 
off. The abolition of mona.steries in Protestant countries C8tlsed that class 
of men to disappear in a few years, and so will a similar system opl"mte OD 

the communities of jaldrs. In the North·Western Provinoes, where suoh 
endowment.s are rare, the number of this olass Qear no pI'oportion to tbvse 
existing in the Panjab, where they ha.ve been fostered and:cherished . 

• " 6th.-The people are very zealous, no dbubt, for the support of 
such endowments beoause they oost them nothing; but if their Ileal is 
genuine and sincere, they will support tlie takiya, themselves. 
GOTernment have saorificed muoh revenue in reducing the la.nd tax, in 
abolishing cDstoms, .. and giving. up vexatious cases ot."Vlorious kinds 
which the people are well aware of. We oan, therefore, afford that they 
sh9Uld mllrmor a little at the loss of their takiyas. , 

" 7th.-The Ohief Commissioner himself has never looked on these 
places with favollr. He has ha.d personal experience of their gross abtUe. 
As a magistra.te and criminal j Ildge, he has often known. them. to ~e the 
resort of thieves, robbers, and murderers. The whole c1aes of fa'Jeltrl be 
believes to be a bane ~he country. 

"8tk ... Srhe Ohief Commissioner, moreover, does not unde~taDd 
how a takiya of the character of th&t in Ohamyari could afford to feed 
travellers; eight ru pees per annam wonld not ftO far in this way. Be 
believes tha.t the 419spitality of the oocapant fakir is almost alwa.,. 
limited to the fee<ling of his own class, ind that he does not do more fQt 
other travellers tha.n give them a. little wa.ter, or perha.ps, in -poqial 
cases, a few whiffs of his kuka1a. Bacb being the Ohief Oemmiwu, ... t. 
delibera.te opinion, he oannot advocate the reJease of 4be 1a&4, i_ 
Obamyari, DOl' aJZree to reconsider similar oases of~tlle Jdr.¥l ~ ,p '1. 
Jalandhar Doab.'" 
...s:.. 
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94. The enquiry -.rega.rding all eervice gra.~s and all j,;,gir8 -rJe i:r:; 

consisting of one or more estates wae cArried out by.a. special officer, euq • 
Oa.ptain B&oher. The fin'} orders in these cases were pa8Be~ by the 
GOTernot-GenertJ. This. 4iVhich, politically speakil)g, was the 
important part ·of the ei!vestigation, was carried out promptly. 
The Board ordered that the enquiry concerning the smaller grant 
should be oonduoted by District and Settlement Officers, and the 
work "as mainly done by th~ latter. It proved a, lengtby business 
but was nearly complete, excepL as regards the froutier districts 
in 1860. 

95~ It was found that in lagi?' estates there were plots of land jdg~:fi:'~:te •. 
for which revenue was paid neither to the iagirdar nor to Government. 
The Chief Oommissioner ruled in ] 854 that all IWlch tenures should be 
invesUgated, and order passed for release or res·umption. Wqen any 
Buch grant lapses the benefit accrues to the iagirdar and not to 
Government. There are some exceptions to this rule, whioh will be 
notioed later on. 

96. In the first Panjab Administration Report, which was issued ii ~kb 
in August 1852, the rovenue-free assignments and cash pensions ~~ 1 

whiob had been enjoyed under the Sikh Government were olassified • 
as follon:-

( 1. Military. 

I- 2. OiviJ. 
"Section I.-Service grants .. '1 

3. Feudal. 

l 4. Household. 
( 5. State Pensioners. 

~ 6. Royal Ladies. 
41 Do. 1I,.-;PersonQZ grants ••. 

7, • FaD~ily Provision. 

f 8. Allowa.nce to influential 
L Landholders. 

I 
9. Endowments. 

u Do. llI.-BeligioU8 grant. ... 10. Cha.rita.ble . . 
11. " Holy men." 

Iii< 

'. 07. Th~ Board described the· manner in which they had dealt Trea~'l1t or 
WltD. tIat diler(uat ,elaases of 00.8e8 • d i If ere n t 

i~ For tOle 81'ants1 1Itliioh. i~ oub, or in land, are anowed in:= of 
oDIl8i<le8timi of l.oDt .ervioe, the foUowi~ rules ha.ve been adopted :-From . 
• """'1*five to tbirt11ears' Jerrioe, entitles... the party to one-fourih of his 
•• tbU;u.-ts; thirty to thiriy-finyears, to one-third; thirtl .. five ye&l's 
IQ ~.,ad. ~PWatd8, to ane.bali; but the. first named peJlo8, flit., twenty. 
ii~"" ~1 t.ars,~ gene. raJl'y ~ dimuushed to ~1ears, in .favour 
~ , , )' 1 l) . ... ) 

"L_-"' _._'~ __ .. ~._.~_, • rt 

''''R~g-,alDll~a.rt. P..- ' · 
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iii In tho classified (iCnedllle of grants, with rega~" to classes 1 
and 2, namely, f gi'ants for Military and Civil ¥rvice, it will be remem­
bered that previous to annexation theso granti were chiefly in lieu of sa.laries j 
when th~late Darfoar troops wore disbanded bYcthe British Governmen,t some 
few of the reoipients were taken into BrltiAh employ, lnd the remainder 
were peusioned off on the one-fourth, one.thiil.or one-hp.lf tho grant, as the 
caBO might be. If the grant was found to Ue a 8uperannaativn allowanoe, 
it was ma.intained in full. Tho same ptJ.llcipfe obtained with the house­
hold grants held by tho attendants of thesoveroign.l~he feadal grants (olass 
No.3) wero held by the great barons and tho dignitari61:1 of the State. 
These grants are pat'tly feudal and partly personal. That portion of 
the grant which was oonditional on the furnishing of af'}ontingent would be 
resumed, and the horsemen would bo generally discharged and pensioned 
under the rules already givon. But a portion of the grant was gentlrally 
an allowance, personal to the feudal chief, Ilnd this portion would be 
maintained to him for Me, and a, pol'tion to his legitimate male issue in 
perpetuity, either in virttte of proscriptive possession, or of the gra.ntor's 
authority, or on special considerations of family influence and antiquity, or 
of individual character and services. With regard to State pensions 
(class No.5), the grants were maintainod for life of incumbents subject to 
diminution after deat.h. In the case of the royal ladIeS mostly widows of 
Maharajas Ranjlt Sin~h, Kharak ISmgh, and I:)her Singh, the landed grants 
were not maint.ained, but a money commutation for their lives was effected. 
The fam 11y provisions (class No.7) are allowances to the heirs or relatives 
of deceased chiefs, soldiers, or servants of the Stat.e, gr~nted. by our 
predecessors, and confirmed by ourselves. 'l'hey are subject to resumption 
or reduotion after demise of reoipiontE'. Among the grants whioh come 
under the general denomination of personal may be noticed " the inams" 
(class No. H). This term was, undtr the Sikh rule, applied to certain 
deductions made from the revenue of an estate, ill favour of Bomo village 
chief, called a chaudhri, wbo, by local knowledge, aidod the revel,lue Offi~AJ'A 
in ascertaining the resonrces of the village, Rlld in collecting' the ta.xes 
and also in the preservation of order and harmony. -The agency thus 
secnred, and the iDfillence thus enlisted on the side of the local authol'ities 
wel'e important. The grallt8 have been generally maintained during the 
lifetime of the grantee, upon the condition or general service. In the 
conducting of the new sy&tem of settlement, which chiefly works through, 
popular agency, the chauc.&kris havo made themselves moat useful and their 
services may, for tho futttre, be turned to good account in tho detection and 
prevention of crimo, in the management of disorgllonized estates, in the 
an'angomeuts for the public convenience, such as the furnishing of supplies 
and oarriage, repair of roa.ds, and the construction of useful works. 

" The endowments mentioned in class No. 9 are buth 
Becular and religious, for the support of temples, mosques, plaoes 
of pilgrima~ aud devotion, sohools, village inns for the reception 
of travollers, paupers, and strangers, generally of a monastio oharacter. 
These institutions are ornaments to the villa.ges; they have some architeo .. 
tural p,"etension, and being embosomed in trees, are often the only shady 
spotlln the neighbourhood. They add muoh to the oontfort of rustio life, 
and keep alive a spirit of hospitality an~ piety among the agricultural 
people. The endo wments, thoagh, ocoasionally reduced i~ bilnoant, hafQ 
on the whole, been rega.rded with liberality, and in oonfirming them the 
officera ha,,: e mainly re~arded the utility and efficienoy of the inltitution. 
Saoh grants, wll~D inslgnifioant in amount~ have been maintained even 
though tho origiDal grantor might have been tln headman of the 
Till_,t., -
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" The g.sta to object. of charity, or to persoDS rI- san.tity, -haTe 
freqnentJy b~Jl paid in oash, aDd i.u such cases Itav. "811 Jmoaght ucler 
the denomination of pension. In regard to the ohantabIt pants, indeed, 
with regard to all grants the ienor of paragraph 66 of the Goternment 
letter has been olaorved; and the rigonr of the rules has q.een relaxed in 
favour of parties, ¥o, from.' tudigenc(j, infirmity, age, or sex,' might be 
fitting objects of special il1dJ,zlgeDce." 

98. It is interesting to observe the view takon by Sir John La.w .. Be.fa! .,~ 
renee a year and·a .. half later of the social effects of the policy described of pol' i 0 , 

above4t- adopted. 

" The settlemen.of the oountry IS by t,he pIosent date a.suming ita solid 
and permanent proportiolls; the transition is well nigh complete, and tho 
oountry is becoming the Panjab of the British power. The fendal nobility 
of Ranjit Singh, the pillars of his State, are tending towards inevitable 
decay. Their gaudy retinues have disappeared; t!beir oity residences are 
less gay with equipages and visitors; their countrY seata and v\11a& arc 
comparatively n~8Jected. BQt the British Government has done all it 
consistently could to mitigate their reverses, and render their decadence 
gradual. They receive handsome pensions, or they retain for their lives a 
moiety of their lalld~d grants. When any of them have been judged to 
possess hereditary claims, a fair share of their lan.ed fiefs has been 
guaranteed to them and their posterity in perpetuity. 'I'hey ale treated 
with jonsiderate respect by the servantH of the Oovernment; they swell 
pubbc processions, and attend at ceremonial darbafs. The BOns of'this 
nobility and of the gentry generally arc seeking GoverIlment employ, and 
acquiring a liberal education. Their retainers similarly enjoy ine bounty 
of the Government. The numerous de}2endents of the late regime are a]so 
provided for. iot only are the royal Widows and their attendants being 
ce.rcd for, but also office-bearers of the Court, the chamberla.ins, the mace­
bearers, the soothsayers, the physicians, the savans, the musician.s, the men­
in-"fAliting, are all borne on the pension rolls of the British State. All 
these olassetl l1atur,.Uy sink into obscurity, and though everything like 
splendour has vanished, yet it has not been succeeded by poverty: and. tho 
multitude, which sD.lTounded and Bupl'0rt~ the throne of Ranjit Sinigh 
and his successors, exists i! substantial comfort. 

"The priestly classes have also every reason to bles!!! thejr new 
masters. The 8ith holy places have been rellpectsd. Th\ shrines at Dera 
Nanak, Amrilisar, Tam Taran, Anandpnr, retaIn a la.rge portion of the 
endowments whioh a Sikh Government had lavished,on them. Liberality 
has ,indeed been extended to all religious characters, even to mendiCJlollt 
friars and village ascetics. These people have been allowed by the thou­
sands to retain their petty la.nded grants on a. life tenure. There is hardly 
a. village mosque, or a rustic temple, or a shaded tomb, of which the servioe 
is not snpported by a few fields of rent-free cultivation. ~ese classos, 
though they will not become extinct, will yet greaMy faIT below their 
present numbers when the existwg g,eneration shall have passed away. 
In the meantime they are kept cOlltouled, and their indirect influence on 
tb~ m~ of the population is enlisted on the side of the Government. 

"Among the agri01dtllrists th!) inf1a.~nce of the ihaudh,i8 lS on the 
decline. Th.,. are a speoies of looal ohiefs or prillcip&1 resident gentry, 
'W~o, under the Si~h regime, _ided in collecting the revenue, and elljoyed 
many pdvileges and imm.~Ilitiea. l1anyof their privilegoll 1ltl'8 main .. 
tained to ,them but, as their services are no lODger reqnin;, their power 
~ 011 the wape. T~ undue pQwer of the he6l.dm.en also over ·the vill •• 
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Ooa:nmunities ha.s(9~n curtailed, but their legiti'Qll,te position,s. reprea~~ta­
tives of the brot~erhood, bas been strengthened and dtlfined. 

Grant. in 9~. In 185~ the Governor-Genera.l rUled that when a, gran. 'tV"" 
~ t u i t Y assigned in p;rp~tuit~ it la.p~ed to Gov~r~ment on the f~ilure of 
prov~ded for leaitimate male Issue In the hne of the ol'lgl.al grantee, that IS, of the 
contIDua n 0 9 ~ B . . h d fi ed th t to ·'m ale person to whom the rltls Government ha con rm e gran • 
oheirt," ~ Unfortunately, the original ordera releasing these jagirs provided for 

their continuance in favour of H male issue" or "male heirs " q;r 
(( lineal heirs." The fact that this might involve ihe frittering away 
among numerous shareholders of a revenue whiCh undivided might 
have sufficed to uphold the dignity of the head o£ a. great family was 
either unnoticed or disregarded. The efforts which were subse­
quently made to corre"Jt tbia mistake ooncern all large jagira through­
out the province, an~, before referring to them, it will be convenient 
to describe the origin Qnd peculiar feat.ures of the jag(,rs of the Cis­
Sutlej and Delhi territories. 

Assignment8 in Gis-Sutlej States. 

Hiltory of 100 .. ,:!,he jagir ten~re8 of the d~strict8 formerly known as the 
;0.9'" tenures Cis-Butle) States have a hIstory of theIr own. No botter a.ccount of 
of Oia.Sutlej their origin oan be found then that given by Mr. Kene;ngLon in the 
~:~ pecu." Ambala Gazetteer" which is reproduced)n the following para .. 

The Sikh 
conquest. 

graphs :-

" The storm burst at last in 17\)3. Tho Sikhs of the rManjha country 
• • • .. combined their forcos at Sirhind, routed and killed the 
Afghan Governor Zain Khan, and .. • • occupied the whole country 
to the Jamll80 without further opposition. "J.'radition still describes.£ow 
the Sikhs dispersed as soon as the battle was won, a~ how ridiDg da.y 
and -night, each horsoman would throw his belt ~d scabbard, his artioles 
of dress and accoutrement, until he was almost naked intD 8uoaessive 
villages to ma.rk them 8.S his.'· The chiefs haatUy divided up among them­
selves and their followers the whole country to the Jamna, and &Slened 
themselves as rulo=s of the people. In a very few cases sltoh 88 those of the 
Saiyyid M.ir of Kota.ha. a~d the. Raipur and Ramga.rh Rajput Sudars of 
Naraingarh, and the Baidwan Jat Sarqars of f.{harar, the indigenous 
lea.ders of the country were strong enough to hold their Own after a 
fashion, and to a.ssimila.te their position to that of their conqueror.. Else­
where the Sikh rule was supreme, and the experience nudergolle, by the 
people of the district at the hands of these meroilesB inva.ders l\M left its 
mark on the country to the present day . . ~ 

State of count " The history of the next forty years is made up of the endless pe~tr 
try before the warfare of these independent Sikh chiefs among themselves, except 
biefs were when a common danger banded them to resist the enoroachments of 
t~a!l h uadel' the morc powerful 'States of Pati81a and Manimajra on the north, aDd LadW&, 
!~~!n pro- Kaithal, and Thanesar on the south. Each separate family a.nd each grnp 

. of feudatories strong enough to st&.:t1d alone, built itself a ~~g fori as a 
centre from whioh it could harry the whole neighbollrhood. MMJ1 of these 
are still in mus tence and a marked feature of the district, reeallillg the 
extraordinary Ipwlessnes8 of a period whe;n literally eTer~ man's hed 
was turned agail:fst his brother. No atu,~tjon was patti to tlie co-ub)- bi 
the Britiah Gov~,(..lment, wJPch had fixed the Jain" -as the!,;, furth.t. limit 
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lor political en~rise, anA it is believed that profOlUldest ignoranoe prQ .. 
vailed both a.s tG the constituijon, the rights, and the politioaJ strength of 
the supposed ruler • . 

"From 1806 toe) 808 tht ~oBition rapidly changed. On the one hand Ci.·S u tlej 
the Cis.Sutlej chiefs themseltes were panio struck at the sudden danger cbiefs ta1I;en 
threatened to them by the rise of Ranjit Singh's power from beyond the uder ~rltl~h 
Sntlej. 1n the three SU0C8s8ive years 1806 to 1808 raids were made by ~~~:eOtl01l In 
Ranjit Singh iu person to LudbiRna, to Naraingarh, and to Ambala. It . 
was openly anDounce~ by him that he intended swallowing op the whole 
oountry to tbe J amna, a.nd it was realized bhat one power and one only 
could prevent his immediate suooess. On the other hand, the British 
Government feared a new danger from the north by a combined invasion 
of the French, the Turks, a.d the Persians, and it was hastily decided to 
give up the Jamn. 8S the bonndary, and to trust to \be Dew principle of 
alliance with a btrong buffer State at Lahore. At the same time it was 
recognized tha.t RaDjit Singh was himself a source of dangettnot to be despised, 
and, with. the Government in this mood in J 808,- an impulse was easily 
given to the policy of activo interferenoe by the arrival at Delhi of a 
deputation represented by Jind, Patiala, and Kaithal, to invoke assistance 
fO!' the Cis·Sutlej itates. • • lit lit It was apparently assumed that 
the whole territory to the Sutlej was pl:iIrcelled out among a few leading States 
of the same character through wbom the country coold be strongly governt:ld, 0 i s-S u t lej 
aDd the efforts of authorities were aimed at the two-fold object of, on the one obiefsbrongbt 
hand, securing an effective alliance with Ra.njit Singh and on the other, ex- uuder ~ritj~b 
tending British proteotion to these lesser Stll.tes l'anging from the Jamna ~~~~tlon In 
to the Sutlej. Th; overta.res were eventually successfnl, and a definite . 
treaty was made WIth Ranjit Singh on the 25th April l809, ~y which he 
surrendered his Dew acquisitions south of the Sntlej, t and bound himself 
to ah"tin from further encroaohments on tbe left bank of that river. The 
treaty was followed n~ in May 1809, by tbe celebrated proclamation of 
Oolonel Oohterlony, on behalf of the British Government to the Ois-SuUej 
ohief.. This proolamation beginning with the quaint wording that it was 
clearer tban the sun and bettet proved than the E'xistent'A of yesterday that 
the British action was prompted by the chiefs themselves, is given in full 
• • • a.t page 1~2 of 'the Panjab Raja~' It inoludes seven sbort 
artioles only, of whioh NOB. 1 to 5 aTe importa.n~ Nos. 1 to 3 limited 
Ranjit Singh's power and deolared the Cis-Sutlej chiefs so)e owners of their 
p08s6aaious free of money tribute to the British; while Nos. 4 and 5 
requil'8d them in return on their side to fU1'llish supplies for the army, and 
to &ssist the British by arms against enemies from a.ny quarter as oooaaion 
might hereafter arise.: 

"It is impos$ble to read the history of these transaotJlns without . 
seeing that the Government were in reality taking a most important step :t~~et~.!':· 
almost ip. the dark. Instead of finding. the Ambala territory under the n!t e UDder~ 
control of .. few o&n.\ra.l Sta.toa, they soon realized that they had given it stood ",b_ 
over far .vel' to bord. of adventuIers with no powers of cohesion, who pro" otiOll 
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aimld 'o,ly a~ m.tnal .. ggreasion, and whose sole id~a, of. gOTern:meni WM 
to grind down the people of the country to tHb utmost limit of oppressiOtl. 
The first point ~ easily settled by 80 sharp JlBminder givln in flo supplement­
a.ry proclamation of 1811,· that every man w~1l haTe tclbe content with what 
he held in 1809, and that tho British OovernmeIft would tolera.te no fighting 
among themselves. It W8.ti, however, found tha.t as a fact the so-caJ.Jed Dis· 
8utle~ Sovereign Sta.tes were represented, 80S far as Ambala wa.s oonoerned, 
by some thirty petty rulers with estates ranging from 20 to over 100 villages, 
and by a. host of small fraternities comprising many hundreds of the rank 
a.nd the file among the followers of the original conqu\rors, who had been 
qn.a.rtered over the country with separate villagos for their maintenanoe, 
and who were all alike now vested with authority aB independent rulers 
by the va.gue tArnlS o£J;he proclamation of 1809. Published works have 
nowhere very clearly (recognized how sorely the Government repented of its 
mistake; but there seems ne doubt &'8 to tho faots; a.nd it is not to be 
wondered at that Sir David Oohterlony should have privatel!, admitted 
to tho Governor-General in IB18 that the proclamation of 1809 had been 
ba.sed on an erroneous idea. t 

Re!a:tiODI of "From 1809 to 1847 persistent efforts were ma.d~ to enforoe good 
~~~~~t ~;h govel'DlIlont through the Politioal Agency at Ambala among the end.lels 
o i ,-s 'Q. 11 e j semi-indeJ,endent States. The records of the time bear witness to the .opelees 
ohiefs and na.ture of tho undertaking, Thoy teem with referenoes to the diffioult 
fra.ternit i e 8 enquires necessitated by the frequent disputes among the principalities, by 
b'~7:;,180P their preposterous attempts to evade control, and by acts .f ex.tortion and 
au . violent crime in their dealings with. villages.: Yoar by year Government was 

.1IOonaoet 
of Oi,.8ntl-J 
chief. in let 
.HikhWa.r. 

driven in self.defence to tighten the reins, and every opporfunity was taken to 
streng£hen its hold on the country by enforcing its claims to lapse by escheat 
on the deatll without linea.l heirs of tho possessors of 1809 or their del¥l8nd­
a.nt.s. It was thus tha.t the British distrIcts bf Ambala gradually gr~w up, 
eaoh 8u0C88sive lapse being mlldo the occasion for regulmr settlements of the 
village revenues and the introduotion of direct British rule. At the sa.me 
time qovernment scrupulously observed the engagements of 1809, and 
with the exception of the prohibition of internal war by the proclamation of 
1811 the powers and privileges of the ohiefs remained untonched. Each ohief, 
great and sma.ll alike, h~d within his own territory a.bs61ute civil, criminal 
and tisoal jurisdiotion subject only to the genera.l authority of the Agent to 
the Governor-General. No tribute was taken from them, and, though they 
were required in the oase of war to aid the Government, yet no special 
oontin~ent WOos fixed. The right of esoheats wa.s the solo return for its 
proteabon whioh the Government demanded. Throughout a. long period of 
pea.oe, during whioh, while north of the Sutlej every vestige of indep~naenoe 
Tallished befc"e the enorooohments of Ranjit Singh, the. Oi...sutlej ohiefs 
enjoyed a. complete immunity from inva.siuu, a.nd retained undim.iuished 
righu of sovereignty. After thirty.six. years, with the exaeption of a. few 
Sta.tes whioh had lapsed from failure of heirs, ea.oh chief still found himself 
the ruler of the territory which he or his fathers ha.d held at the time when 
they passed n.nder British protection. ' . 

"In 1846-4.7 a fresh step ha.d to be taken owing to lusive' obltruotioll 
or open hostility on the part of the chiefs when calle on to ysm the 
Government with supplies a.nd men da.ring its oampaign S,a.iS.8b the 
Tra.ns..sutlej S\khs in 1845. No occasion had 000l1~ed fo. teating' their 
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gra,6ituae lor the benefits -secured to them until the decla.1'ation of the le~ 
Sikh War and tho Sutlej Oa.111J'aign of 1845. But when telted it iii.arabI,. 
fa.iled. Thl'Oughqp.t the war fow of tho chiefs displayed their loyalty more 
conspicuously than. by abst9jlfing from open rebellion. i'heir previoul 
conduct ha.d not been such \s!o encourage the British Government in its 
policy towards them. Almost withollt exception they had abllsed its' 
Indulgence, and ma.de the s!)curity of its protection a mea.ns of extortion 
and exoess of every I(ind. There was nothing whatever to b.dmire 
in the internal management or administration of their estates, as was 
a.mply testified by tl¥! univertlal satisfaction with· which the peasants of 
those estates, which ft;.om time to time had la.psed, ca.me under direct British 
management. It has been well said that independence for these Sikh 
chiefs h&d. no noblor significance than the right to do evil without 
restraint And to oppress the peoplo who were so unfortunate as to be their 
subjects. -

" Having thus already lost the confidence of the Government, t he Sikh Chief. And 
chiefs in the Sutlej Campaign forfeited all claim to cODfJidemtion. It fraterni tie I 
was seon that the time had arrivod for tho introduction' of sweeping redaced .. to 
measures of reform; a.nd the Government unhesitatingly resolved upon a t~ •. ~~l~lOll 
reduction;sf their privileges. Severa.l importa.nt measures were at once 0 JagJ' ",ra. 
a.dopted. The polioe j11risdiotion of most of the ohiefs was abolished, the 
existi!g system being most unfavourable to the detection a.nd punishment 
of crime. All tra.nsit aud customs duties wero also abolished j and thirdly, 
R. c~mmlltlLtiou was accepted for the personal servioe of tho ohief and his 
contingent. Tho deRpatch of tho Governor-General, embodying this 
resolution, was c1Jl.ted November 17th, li46. t The only States exempted 
were: PatiaJa, 1ind, N abha, Faridkot, Maler Kotla, Chhachhrauli (Kalsia), 
Ra.ikot, Bllria, t and ..M.amdot. With theso oxoeptions, the police jurisdiction 
wa.f'rnado over to Earopean Officers. The Political Agency of Ambala 
was transformed ihto a Oommiatlionership, under an officer styled the 
Oommissioner of tne Cii-Sllt.lej States. ... • • - At the 
Sa.me time the moro serious offenders in the ca.mpaign of 1845 'vere 
visited with signal puni!bmont. Their poa9c'Isions were oonfisca.ted to 
Government. - ... - • • • As regards 
minor chiefs simi}.ar severo moasarea were considered unnecessary, though 
the majority' had not shown their loya.lty iJ 184~ in any· more conspicuous 
way than in not joining tho enemy,' and for a short time an attempt was 
made to leave them the unrestrioted right of colleoting the revenue of their 
villages in kiod as hitherto. It soon, however, became apparent that the 
ohiefs, deprived of their polioo jurisdiction, were unable to collect their 
revenl1e. A proposa.l was therefore made for a regular sottlemont of t,he 
la.nd revenue. But boefore final ordors had boen passod upon this point the 
2nd Sikh Campaign commenced. It ended in the ann.,tion of tho 
Panjab, and in the removal of the politioal reasons which had hitherto 
compUoatect the qllestion of the atnQuat of power to be left to tho Cis.8utlej 
chief.. In Jane 1849 it wa.s acoordtngly decla.red that, with the exception 
of the States already mentioned, aU the chiefs should 'ceMe to hold 
sovereign powet9, should 1080 a.ll crimina.), civil, and fisoal jarisdiction, and 
should be ootfttideted as no more than 9rdinary subjeots of.the British 

• Griftill'S tl JUja.s of bhe Panjab," page 200, Ed. II. 
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t 1.-., Dialgt/h. It I.plled in 1851. Ilamdo~ WIS Rot brouglJi under protection 
i~ UI9. The sovereJgn po,,~ of th& liawab were taken. A.way io-1856 on account 
,ft ~~Qt; r.nd thejctg,,. i, held under the term. of a. sa.ad grtP'l&ed io 186' 
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Oommuta. 
tlOn for mili· 
t .. ry .ervioe. 

IQO\,(qtlmeni in the p.osseuion of Qal'taiu ezoopticmal privile~8'.. The ...,-u,. were swll to he theirs, bllt "ere to be ~aea b, ;British ~O!lo .. 
and under Britah rules. - • - •• .... • The bat ~p 
aeoeuitated b,. the marob. of events was tJ.Lk", in 1652, ewhen rthe revelrlle 
settlement ~gun fClt' British vil1J\ges in 1841 "ISS ~xteaded. to the ~ 
of the obiefs. Thereafter tbe ohiefs ha.ve oeu..ad to retain sny relioB af 
tbeir former power. - • - • • They have Buk to the 
position of ftigiriWt'l, but 80S sach retain a. right to the reV~llue assigned to 
them in p8fJKItuity." 

101. 'rhe oommutation for the military serv~oe required by the 
5th olause of nhe Proclamation of Brd Mo.y 1809 was fixed at &s. 16 
per mensem for every horsema.n, and Rs. 6 per mensem for every 
footma.n. 'l'his, however, was ch8loged in 1852t into a drawbook of 
2 anna! per rupee o~ revenue in jag£r estaljes. 'Ihis is the general 
rate, but in some oases 4, anoas and 8 annas are taken, and in a few 
iagira the commutation was reduced to one anna 00 account of Ber'fioe 
rendered in ~he Mutiny. 

P.oaliar. 102. The jagira in the Cis-Sutlej States are not the gift; of the 
;ta:J~ ~~ ~IS. British Government, as are those in the part of the Panj.ab whioh 
d~r8el :Jag ,. was allnexed after the 2nd Sikh War. Nor cIo they stadd on the 

. same footing as tho conquest jagilrB in the traot between the Biy and 
the Su.lej, the holdet's of whioh are descendants of men whe­
ther originally independent or not, were subjeots of the Rajas of 
Lahore before they ca.rne under Bt'itiab rule. But the Sikhs in tne 
Cis-Sutlej States whom we trancformed into jagiraars io 1847, how .. 
ever petty their individua.l holdings might be, were I\n theory, and 
to a large extent in practioe, indepeodent rulere, whose Idloestori ha.c1 
oome under our protection in 1809 with flo guarantee that they '+'bold 
" remain in the exercise of the same rights and hUbhority JI whioh 
thay ,had hitherto enjoyed. It was indeed ptoposea in J846 .fter the 
1st Sikh War to declare all the estates ~OTfeit on aooount of the 
lo.ohes of their holders, and to re-grant them under ,anadll from the 
British Government. But Lord Hardioge deemed it impolitio to 
proclaim to all India r-he miscouduot of the CIS-SUtlej Chiefs and 
negatived the proposal. In a sense then .the (Jis-Sutl~j jCJgiraa.r8 
grea.t and small, are mediatized rulers, a.nd little though thel ,ha.ve as 
a body desorved at our hands, this faot should not be loqt &l.ght f)f .in 
our dea.lings with them. 

ClUtiflo .. Uoa 
01 Oi •• S\ttJej 
jc!.g{r •• 

lOS. Their jaglrs are or ilhree olasses­
(a) f'·uge estates. 
(b) Pattidari jagir6. 
(c) Zaild4ri iag(,rB. 

There is no difficulty &s to the general mAaniDg of 'tbese term., 
though qnestioDs have arisen as to ;ovhether a pal'ticnlar jag!r should 
be pat in ttlte second or third clasBJ aad no autboritativt\ list ()f large 
esta.tes has ever been drawn ufl.t ' 
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104. Large e8tat~8.a.rEJ jagirs po~sessed by in<&vi!aal Sardnrs or "ing of 

r;'Jr deBGendants and inoluding a ]ar~r or smaller number of villages. l .. r~~ ~1I~te •• 
• 1.:11:.' d _:1.:1L_1 " , ld b f t -t' .... ~. p/lUtdtir, ptltfA(Mlln' an ICl/KfAtCIIrll ,agtrs are , e y ra erm leB cOuslSumg ja,g(n an" 

of the desoendants of bodies.of horsoplen who overran. the country */liZ,uri 
w~~ it wM nl'St ~nquereti,or who weTO ca.llet;l!n la.te., to help tbeii.gira• 
onglnal conqaero~B to hoI a it. Thesf' f~atern~tles divided amongst 
themselves the vl1l!l'ge~ which they B8Ized . I,ll ~orsemen's shares. 

Whete they mSlntamed or acqtrir~d a POSltlOD Independent of the 
great Sardars their tenures are knnwP a8 pattidtiri jagirs. Where 
their holdings w8T~lm.bordinate to thctsa of the Sd.l'dars, who claimed 
the rights to lapses of heirless shares, ~hey were called zaildciri ;,ag;'rs. 

]05.. The best Bonrce of information a8 to the rules governing OUlt.omary. 
the- au-ccession to the estates acquired by the S_h conquerors of the ~~: :::!:~~ 
Ois-Sutlej territory before we reduced them to tHe status of ;'aflirdars to tenure. 
~~ \l't. \~~,. ~\"t) ~~1>~\ ~lm:~ ~ « ~l\,'" W... 1.rl}lRJ1;lll.nAA.. fa ~iRJMirpbca ~antJf\J .. 
a8 observed by the Sikha previous to ~be Annexation of the Panjab" ~~~~I before 
published in 1869. In the stormy years before 1809 individual . 
a.mbitions sometimes made short work of hereditary titles. But the 
conclusion to be drawn from the facts which Sir Lepel Griffin recorded 
is that the real rule of succession was identical with that prescribed 
by thtl customary law regula.ting the descent of landed property in 
the Panjab. It wa.s but natural that peasants who suddenly found 
themselves princes shouJd apply to their conquests the onJy Jaw of 
inherita,nce with which they were familiar. It is noteworthy bow 
often between the date of conquest ,.nd 1847 the title of It. sonless 
widow to succeed to the enjoyment of wide possessions alld authority 
was admitted, when the right was overridden this was frequently 
manltged in a peafcctly le,;al way stiU customary thronghout Ia.rge 
parts of the Pa.ojan by means of a "arewa marriage between the 
widow a.nd her deceased hasband's bfother. Information regarding 
otliStomary 1a.W' was much more meagre when Sir Lepel Griffin wrote 
than it is now. Bad it been otherwis~ he would probably have modi-
fied many of the J3xpressions and some of .the conclosipns in his bookJ 

and distinguished more olearly between BncceMions whioh took place 
before the date of protection and tbo8~ afterwards enforced by the 
confiictlillg'decisions of our Political Officers. Definite ruJes have 
been ma,~'e to regnlate the Buccession to pattidari and zaildari jag£r8J 

but" l.'he Law of Inheritance to Cbiefships" can still be profita.bly 
rsferred to when questions arise as to tJbe descent of "l~rge estates." 

106: Th~ pattidari jJgir ru1es will first be explaidld, and the PatticU,r' id. 
matters In Which the tenures of zaiid~rs and of the holders of "large g{r ru188 t., b. 
estates" differ from that of patticUr~ will then be noticed. fint describ-

ed. 

207. 1» 1851 the Government of India laid down the three s . 
follotdllg rules to regulate successions to horsemen·s shares in patti .. .,::d':ri°n

j 4 .. 
dan J'I,tflr,.:- g(r. 

(1) That no widow Ihall succeed, 
to. " I ! J., l + .,. ' ., t III I , 

h,....~ ot--ldDt. 5~ "1,,...4 1M I't~ 18ft. 
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(2) that ~o,descfenda.ntB in the female ~ne shall inherit, 

(3) that Qll failure of a direct male beir, a collateral male hei. 
I may Bucceed if the common an~~tor of the deceased and. 

th& collateral claimant was in possession 0'1 tho share at or 
since the period 1808-09 when fi)flr oonnebtion with the Oi!­
Sutlej territory first corumencec"f.. 

JJ:xi8~ing Lord Dalhousie added "Though the rule now laid down may be at 
holders not variance with tho course which has been actua.lly taken in many 
entitled <cases, the Governor-General would by no means disturb the deoisions 
~:~:r ::8 which have been givon. All parties who have rEweivod possession 
retain 'P0I1II8S- from a British Officer should retain it for their lives, except females, 
R}on f~r their who should receive pensions iuste&.d." 'rhis referred to a proposal 
hve.lI, If d by the Board that wiMws and daughters should be given money 
mil. e8. an. .1" h If h' h b d' f th' b' I to receive penfllons} not exoeeulllg a t elr us an a or a sr s s are. n 
pensions, if 1853 the Government of India decided that a title in perpc~tuity cOllld 
fema.1"_ not be acquired through fell1ales, but that males who had inherited 

through females would be left in possossion of their shares for life. * 
Rules not ] 08. The rules do n.1t apply to the conquests on the right hank 
applioable to I)f the Sutlej made by Maharaja Raujit Singh, or his deptmdent 
&&rt?f Cis: Fatteh Singh, Ahluwalia, of Kapurthala, before March 1808, ",hich' 
to~~e~!~~~~d they retained after the treaty of 25th April 1809 was made. These 
after the 1at were annexed after the first Sikh War, and presumably the ruJes 
Sikh Wa.r, referred to in paragraph 87 apply to them as well ns to conquest ,;icig£rs 

in the traot betwoon tho Bias aQil the Slltlej whi(>h was ceded by 
the Lahore Darbar at the same time. t 

Remarks On 
tho rale •• 

Family 
eUltom up­
held when 
not incoD.is· 
tent with the 
rule •• 

109. The first or'tho rules of 1851 was seemingly Dot in accord· 
ance with custom, whioh would have giveut a BonIE'sR widow a ~.lifo 
interest in her hushana's allUre. But, if any injustice waa.,jone" it·was 
redressed by the Board of Directors, who in 1~54 ordered thM,widows 
who had been dispOfo1sessed should have thei~,pensions raised so as to 
equal in vahlA the j(lgt'/'.9 which they had lost, and that widows still in 
possession should not bo disturbod unless they agreed to take pen­
sions in lieu of their jriVf,oH. t· 'fhe socond rule is quit~ consonant with 
customary law. It appf'afs that political officers had in some oases 
contrary to that Jaw rooogniHed the succession of daughters and daugh­
tor's sons. The third rnle was that proposed by two of the three 
members of the Board-Sir John Lawrence and Mr. Mansel. 'fhe 
Prelident, Sir Henry Lawrence, preferred the principle which had 
been followed in deciding the succession to the largo estates of Jind 
aCla Kaithal, i...'d.mely, tbat, without any reference to the state of pos­
session in 1808 .. 09, a male descendant of the 'first conqueror or occu­
pa.nt should inherit all that bad been a.cquired by the hea.d of the 
family before the coHateral branch split off from the main .stock and 
became master of a separate estate. 

110. Family custom is uph~ld as regards suocession f'lVhenjt'doef$ 
not conflict with these rules. ~'ho custom regulatil), .. ~'fiiion 

* Government of bdia, No, 90R, dated 10th .B'ebr~y 1818. 
t See I;t$~ever as to the Mamdot j&o'" noto to paragraph lpO. 
; n"patch No. a6, dateq 2ard Al1BIlIIt 18G~~ 
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between aons by different mothers known as ~hU1Ma!and* wit!, fo~ 
example, be followed where it is shown to prevail in the partloular 
family ooncerned. 

111 As th~ onquiry p'fo"eeded it beoame evident-tbat the three S b 'd' 
rules B~nctioned 'n 1851 (ird not completely 00 vcr the ground, and r~e:18~S::' 
eight yub,iilia.ry rules proposed by Mr . .ffidmonstono, ~he Commissioner tioned in 
of the Ois.Sutlej States, were sanctioned by th~ Uoa~d In ,1852. t These !8&2. 
are reproduced ia Appendix HI to Barkley 8 DlrectlOns for Se~tle-
ment Officers. It is only nooessa.ry to quote four of them here-

• 
(a) That a. specific order of GovernmentJ even ,thougb oppose~ 

to the principles and rules now pre~cr~b~dJ sha.ll a~all 
in favour of the party coccorned a~ hIs lIneal male heIrs . 

• 
'(b) That the official a.nd reoorded declara.tion of tho Political 

Agent as to the per60n in possession in IBOS-OU shall be 
accepted without question and Bucoession continued accord .. 
ingly. 

(c) Tha.t alienations by a Jagirdar or pattidar of portions of his 
holding, whether to his relations or strangers, shall neither 
be offioia.lly recogni~ed nor officially recorded. 

(d) That one or more sona of a common ancestor in 1808·09 
being entitled to the whole share possessed by such com­
mon ancestor shall be held -and be declared responsiblo 
for lihe maintenance of widows left by deoea.sed brothers, 
who, had they lived, would havo shared with such son or 
80ns. 

112. To ensure the carrying out of tho third of Lord Dalhousie'S I t' 
rules, the Settlement Officer of the Ois.Sutlej Stu.tes was ordered to t~:e~fl~:~ti. 
investigate the stH.te of .possession in 180B·09 and to draw up a ddri jdy(,., at. 
genea.logioal tree of every family in occupation of a share of a 1st ~egula.r 
pa,ttid,Qri jcig{,rJ .tracing the desoent 0\ existing Aolders from the ~;~i:~:~l~j 
porsons in possession a.t that poriod. "l'amily ," when used in States. 
connectioD with a Ois .. Sutlej iagt.,. means a group CODSiatwg of the 
male descendants of the holder of the j'agir in 1808-09. 

113. At the Revised Settlements of Ambala and ta.bsils R " f 
Th~Bar and Katthal a.~d pa.~~a?a I~dri of Karmtl, made by !dr. ja~';:.s:::i~ter 
KensIngton and Mr. Doule the Jagtr regIsters of these 1wo distnots of Ambala 
wer~ scrutinized, and new registerd in a more oompaot ami oonvenient and .Karnal at 
form were drawn "po These include aU the three classes of Gis .. ~!::~ Set. 
SuJJ.ej j4gif'8. Tb.e oonditions of eaoh jag(r with a roferenoe to the . 
order determ~ning them, and the rate of the oommatation paid to 
Government were noted. A. genealogioal tree of each family showing 
all ezitting 4eeoenda,nta of the person in possession in 1808.09 or 
other date which de~rmines the rigbb of suocession, and a list aiving 
the ~ of each of the shareholders of 1888, with thG fraotiOD 



'epresenting his sIiare and the value of that <traotion in money .. are 
includedr in the ...new registers, and a simple method of regatding 
successions and lapses haa been provide8. The rule of succea&ion . 
followed whetel tllere are SOD~ by two or4fllore wiv~ will be feund 
recorded in the registers. 

Rules reg&Tdl. 114. As already indica.ted, the only real difference between a 
i,ng zaitclari pattidari and a. zaildc.iri iagir is that lapses in the former beneut 
3ltg{r!. Government, while lapses in the letter aoorue to the bolder of a Ie large 

esta.te." It was ruled in 1852 at Mr. Edmollstone's.suggestion-

'a} That the enquiry then being made into po,ttiddra' jagi, 
tenures should not ex.tend to the possessions of the 
zailaars or dependents of an individual Sardar, during 
the life-time of such Sa.rdar. . 

(b) That on the estate of that Sardar lapsing, the possession 
of hie zaildJr8 should be enquired into, ascertained, and 
recorded, and that from and after the date of tthe 
lapse of the Sardar', estate, la.pses of the za.ilaars' 
shares and saccession8 to the same should follow the 1st 
and 2nd of the rules prescribed by the ol'del s of G<.Wern­
ment, No. 461, dated 12th February 1851. 

Meanillg of lID. The wordiDg of the 2nd of these rules is nob very explicit, 
the 2nIl rule. but it seems clear-that Mr. BdIlloMtone's meaning WQ8 that in the ease 

of za,tldtiri jagir8 dependent on a "larg& estate," the Venquiry should 
only go ba.ck to possession al it stood at the time whea the "l&logc 
estate" lapsed, and extend to 8uocessio~8 whioh had taken plaCe 
since. This was the course actua.lly &dopted in the 0),8e of the ~mlda"8 
of the Dialgarh State which lapsed about the time when Mr. 
Edmonstone made hw proposals. 'l'hey wero given the status of 
1852. The intention of the rule was either overlooked or misunder­
stood, for at the first regular Settlements of Amba.la and Thanesar the 
zaildar8 of several laWJed estates were gi ven the Btat~s of 1808-09, 
and it hOrs been decided that the order. then passed sha1l ___ '~_ 
disturbed.*' 

Stat.n! of 116. In 1854 the Chi~i Commissioner atthe su,gestion of Mr. 
1847 t,V'ttn to EimoDltone, who ha.d beoome Finanoial Oommiasloner, modified 
~a'tcf ~ the two rules relatiug to za,ildcWi tenures quoted above QU. c1eeided 
iJ~.r~~st..DC:B tJaat 1847, tht· year in which the Sal'dars were deprived of their 
1111864. Bovare~gn powers, should be &Ssamed as the basis of adjudioation 

in Ii.!l disputes between Jag.irdar8 and zaiuw,rd 8S to tlae share$ of tit. 
latter. It is clefr from the correspondenoe which took pJace ai the 
time that the rea.aon for taking the date 1847 inataad of 18G9 w .. 



.,' 
to protect the ..zaiW1"B !tom harsh alaims OJ} the part ol ,the SM'dars. 
It WIll felt (that .endless disputes and olaims wouta mae if t~ r;ltatus 
'Of {-8Q~ ~r~ taken B.sedeining the teunre oi: the form~r. It wa.s 
soon BeeD that - the new mIn cut both ways and wou16 in the 'future 
be prejW!iicia'l to .e zatilt/als, a.nd in 1856 the Commissioliler of the 
Oia.SutJej St&tesJtried toe.bave the rule modified, but without I&RCOess. 

:All llJ(J,iW'ra of "large estates" still in existence in 1854 have 
·tlterefore the status of 1847.* 

117. The nutPerou8 peasant jagirdars of Mahrej and Bhueho in Pecu1i~ rul .. 
Ferozepo!'e, ~ ho claim kinship with the great Phnlkian houses, own regulat~ng • 

h · ., , 1. ld' d h l' 1 f th ' Il t SIlC0e1810Q In .t 81r:JOtgw DiG Inga &D ave peon tar TU es 0 elf own. ;}'" overnmen oaee of jd,.,., 
has (jfiven up i~1 right to lapses in consideration of a petiy increase of Mah1'&j in 
in the.l'4\ta cd commubation pa.yable, and Buocal.ion follows the law of Ferot:epore. 
in.beritauoe applicablo to the landed estate. Hence widows enjoy 
,tbeir bu~nd'a shares 80 long a,a .they refrain from a lacond 
,~rriage. 

118. In the orders passed in 1851 r .. ord Dalhousie stated that No ab801u~ 
lhe did "Dot 8ee any necessity for estfblishing an absolute rule in ~l:op~8BCrl~ 
the .ease of' Jat'ge estates.' Each case may without any difficulty 8Ilcoe!~~ ain 
and with great advantage be determined upon its own merits as it" large ea· 
,ariles. Bis Lordship would, however, remark generally that tateR." 
oonsideration of the ollstom of families should have a preponderating 
ininenoe .in the decision of Buck oases." Such estates were 
therefore exofuded from tbe enquiry which the .Settlement Officer 
was dif6<$ted to ma\te rega.rding pattidari gagir8) and the BQ&N 
ordered that each demis~ should be repot)ted with a ~tatement Colf the 
~uetom of ibe fantily. 

119. &me difficult, was felt in determining what was and what Meaning of 
W¥ &lot a " l1il!l'gJ8 esta,te,l' Mr. EdmonMion8 wrote to the lk>at.rd :- ~~:e~e 

" I presume- that the t~ " ~l;'ge qatcte " was rne&nt to comprehend 
sucb.estates &8 Buria. Shah~a,dpur, Ma.nimaj~, Sil:ibB!, aDd oUterJil, which .re 
held not by fraternities of pattidars, 1108 the pat#flars 'Of Bilasp:qr, $&.dh",a, 
Thirwa, Amba.la, and Boh, for instance, intra.ctional h.orsemen'" flbares but 
!by.an imU'Vidual.Sat!dar, 808 the Sardar of Jiuria, or by the descendants of one 
'd:'rmore Sa.tdare, as the Siu.ghpuria,s. I ind it difficult to propose any 
,~ ,of ,the temn U \a.rge eeta.tes," a.nd t.m oom,.lled therefore to 
~~lifJ 'Way mea.niug. If the Board concur with .e iV:.ihinking that 
~ ~ ¥.nqt A~elusive11 appllQable to tbe JUu sC)v8feip sffi-., it .might 
be 8ufQe~ to clepl(U'8 geIler*]Jy tbtt the .();r •• ~mIllDJ}ioaW "iSh 30pr 
~B#iter .)ave referr:ed to "re appl.ia.l>Je only tD ,.tatea w l1ioh _ ,heW by 
fn\tarili~es of Fttpdaf", and in which .the .distribu~on Clf the hQJ4wg 
acoor4ttagiO b~en~9 shares is ntCQgni~~d, leavi~ &1l7 ~s wlUch ~ay 
,r,.d1:nit of ~t tdtel' t\\e declaration of this pr,ip.cip~e to ~e spQOially ~ported. 
'V~ithi8 t'lde, the estates of &ritt a.nd Ra.lp}1r,1U regard ~ bptb of 
"Whiclll."e received eepan.te referencea from "!dt. WynY8rni, would be 
~ " lARM .tOrtes," ~d exempt from e~qllU:.1 j~~ +.1..4 statue 

"Of " •• "et' -cr ". ... f", ,f~ 
1' \ t 

- " i9; ,i , . 01 .... I L;; ; ~, 

88· 
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The Board accepted as oorrect Mr. lndmonstone's View .. 
120. It is~ stated in Mr. Harkle\*'s Directions to Settle .. 

StatUi of 
1808.09 how ment Officers rr-
!a.r applicable "In practice the status of 1808.09 t,hou~ not aosolutely prescribed 
!~) case o! for guidance by Government, has almoBt invariably been referred to as 
to.:~~ 0 • governing claimB of collateralB to suoceed to Jarge estates, the custom 

of the family heing referred to only to determine whether the estate should 
desoend integrally or ·be divided among the nearest heirs, either in eqUAl 
or unequal shares, what provision should be made fer widows, and other 
points of the like nature." 

Few preced. 121. ~s early as 1859 we find the Commissioner of the Cis-
ants a.va.il- Sutlej States in a. letter dealing specially with large estates 
able. writing t-hat "we rAve taken the statuB of 1809 A. D" and have 

declared all Jagira separately held at that date as separate fiefs 
inheritable only in a direct mal~ line." But it seems doubtful 
if tbo quostion whether the status of 1808-09 does or does not 
govern succession to large estates has often been discussed. Very 
few" large estates" have IBp':led in default of "direct heirs,'· thOllgh 
it is notorious that in some cases the present J'ayi,'tdar8 are unrelated 
either to the original conque-ror or to the Sardar in possession in 18Q8-09. 
No shame has been felt in foisting on Government BuppositiO\1.B 
heirs when the succession to a jag;',/, was endangered by want of 
issue. 

bll.to ~o bo 122., No question is likely to alise in the CVi'se of ptt,ttidari 
adopt;'d in jllgfr8 as to the exact date referrol to in the phrase H the sta.tus of 
decl~~ng h 11308-09." The record of the persolls in possessioll in 1808-09 made 
i.~~i~o:o':eA~ at the first regular settlement would be tr~atod as. finally deciding 
8ion in 1808· from who:n a claimant must trace do~cent in order to inherit a sh&re. 
09. Butclarge estates wore exempted from enquiry in 1851, fl.nd if the 

sta.tus of 1808-09 is taken 80$ deterUlining t~e succession to a la.rge 
esta.te, it may be necessary to deoide who was in possession at a. 
particular date in the period loosely described 8S 1803-09. In sllch 
a case the best date to t.ldop~ is March 1808, tbat being the month 
in which some of t~e principal Cis-Sutlej chiefs formally applied for 
the protection of the British Government. 

Fo.mily CUI- 123. In dealing with the sllccession to a. tt large estate," Lord 
tom go!ern~ Dalhousie direoted that speQial attention should be given to ~lUi1.y 
.uC~~'()ln lU custom. Primogeniture will be followed where it is the e •• bUshed 
easeot argo . .. h f h P h N . eetatc!." (lustont, 0.8 IUS In t e case 0 teat an awabs of KnUJpn!'a and 

in thg Rajpu"tjagitdar family of Raipur. It is proba.ble that amonl 
Ja.t or Khatri Sikh iagirdars, no fQ.wily will be found in which Rri­
mogemture is really cllstomary. But in some families it is undoubt­
edly the ru1e to give a partioular son a share larger than that aUotlted 
to his brethren under the name of, &ardari to mark the fact that IJei. 
the bead of the family. Whera any Buoh custom is shown to ~ 
it should be enforcedit . 

The issue-.of a 1Jyah or sacramental marrial8 with a .i~i7;l, _a of 
a karewa or informal marriage by chadOlf aruM .. 'With a widoW, 
are equalll 199itimatel and when the rule of di~oa 'betw~ 
Ions prevMla stand on the S&Il1e fQOti;ol.· It 9VM flilled. ia t,hO 
cUe of flfte Kheri jag"" in Ludhi4Qa that legitim&te 80111 "01114 al.'-'ft 



,uluae illegitimate in 'he Sllccession to " large estates.*" Whether 
illegUiaa.o1 Ci we nndersta.nd the term is a bar t(f succession when 
WI.eJe'is 110 le';timate off;pring is a question to be decided jf p09sible 
by the c.atom ~f thG ta~iIy conoerned. The Bons· of handmaids 
(kkwa.Bt~ have suooeedeg: to independent Rajpnt chiefshipa in the 
a-blente of ohildl'ell by wedded wivep, a.nd if it simliar custom is. 
plf;laded in t'onnection with any Cis-Sutlej jagir, the claim cannot be 
let aside at once as preposteroDs, for the tlustoms of Jats of the Pa.nja.b 
88 regards marriage and legitimacy reAemble those of a primitivtf 
Eastern Sooiety Is depicted in the books of Genf'sis and Ruth .. ather 
than the law of European countries. In the case of the Sohano. 
joglr, whioh belongs to a Jat Sikh family indigenous to tlie Ambala. 
district., it was lately beld that the Sardar'. sou by a Jat widow of 
gooa .family living in his hooso and whom Ire could have ~8pousod, 
bat wittJ whom no coremony of chadar anrMzi had beeD performed, 
as entitled to inherit. Tho reason given was that a. similar caee llad 
occurred in tlle family years before. The issne of an adulterous 
connection with 0. marriod woman would. of course be ex.cluded. 

124. The amount of the maintenance to be gl\,l'n to widoWQ of ~einton .. n00 
deceased holders sbould be decided mainly with ref Nonce to Plist t<J ;I~~W~ 
pl'Ac'icc, a.nd this also applies to the allowances t~ male Jnem hers of all 0 el • 

~ family in which primogeniture has baen established by oustom ' or 
agfeea,ent. 

125. WhflD the Sikl1s overrau the country betwoen the Sutlej Jog;" .JI~ted 
and the Jamna, they found some chiefs aud families who were too ~~!,,!!::Ikh' 
,trong to be dispossessed. Hence we find among the Cis-Sutlej 14 .... jh ....... 
in-gars some larg& estArtes held by Rajputs like "tbe Raos of Raipnr or lDAaeatill 
Pathans like the Nawab of Kunjpuru.. Some influential falt,ilir s ~';i~:'~~ 
were conoiliated by being allowed to retain a. share of the revenues 
of conquered villages. A case of the kind is that of the chuudll'l'[s 
of Kharnr who have .. seventh share of the revenue of 42 esta.tes. 
They were put oa the same footir.g as regards lapses -and commutation 
ss other Cis--Su,tlej jfJgirdars except tha~ the- succession was limited 
to hoirs male of the person in possession in 1853, when the above 
prders were passed. In the same way in the Jagadhri tahsil of 
~tnbala. a Rajput fa.mily has a share in the Leda iagir, and the 
.lf~h~ns of Khizrabad divide the revenues of eloven British and 
~e K..alsia villagos with Jat Sikhs and have always been treated 
a$ Ql'dinary iafjtrM1'8 • 

• 
)t6. Thete is a ~lirong aua.log.y between these mixed ;agir8 a,nd OhaharA,!,' 

th& ch:dn.o,f'f[ti tenures in the Thaneaar tahsil of Karnal described :::r 'Tb&­
i'll the 96tfl parBtgraph of the Karnal-Ambala Settlement Report. OeMI' of tit.. 
U .. l f1bt1 "Ye not been treate<t in· quite the same way. The~_" 
eW~1b4 .$wa.y are for the most pari fall owners or ha.ve superior *" 
PMP-tat, .J.'igatl in ~he landt of which they enjoy ... abare, "eually 
~ e" I i -4 j, ~ .., { ; d , , 'i ( 
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half, but, sometimes one-fourth or one·fifth ot ~he lAUd reyentle.* The 
shares arR often .-oxtremely small, and la.nd, subjeot to the claA'-Nmi 
right have no~ infrequently been s01d or -mortgaged, the cAaM~i 
passing with tbe land to the tra.nsferee! No Bnat decision as to 
these tenures was arrived at at the firA ·legulare settlement, and 
the conditions on whicll these peculiar as~ignment8 are held were 001, 
finally seltled in 1889. There was, it was aUowed, DO real analQf.Y 
between chakarmis and zaildari jagirs but Sir James Lyall oonsidered 

-that it had been the intention of tbe Settlement Omoer a.t tbe first 
regular setUernent to trea.t them as on the tIlme footing. He 
acoordingly gave tbe following ruling :-

" Aooording to this yiew the c'ha/1,ararn,i holdings in each willage will 
bo treated as zaildar' holdings crea.ted by the original Sikh iagirilar 
conqaervrs of the village; and RO long as in each village a part of .­
Sikh jag;,. remains nnresamcd so Jong these holdings wiJI not be reswned. 
Whenever in any village the whole of the Sikh jagir bas Japsed the wlaoJe 
of t,be chtJhararn,; grantR will be resumed at onco. Till then, in accordance 
with the a.na.logy of Rulo 12 (V) of the supplementary rules for ;agirtl4t8 
a.lienations will not be treat.ed as 0. good ground for resuming p"" of a 
c4aharami grant." 

The contingencl of the whole of the ahares held by Silr.:hjagJrcJ4¥B in 
the chahm·ami estate! lapsing .is probably a very remote one, but it ID8IJ' 
be pointeq out that it is not a. feature of the zaildari tenure that the 
sha.res of zaildars tthould lapse to Government when the major jagir 
cRcheats of whioh they are dependents. 

Jlafia ill ria· J 27. Ordinary mafts in kh~lRa estates in the Ois-SuUej territor, 
Sattel khaLsa are governed by the Bame ruleR as those hi the PaI1jab proper. The 
.. t.at6il. ca,st of mafts in ,'iagir and shared ostate. will be noticed Jater. 

A8signments in Delhi;' te,rito,y. 

Mr. Barkley's 128. It is ,stated in Mr. Barkl~y'8 DireotioDs for Settleruent 
ror~lI~rkB on Officerst published in t875 that" investigations in tile portions of the 
~1~;~Jl6~!~hi (province

p
) wh~ch were fdorme;Jy utodtehr ~he Governt!Dentto0f htbe !()~th. 

territory WeRtern rovmces, rna e prIor 0 aIr annex,. Jon , 6 c&nJab, 
. took pla.ce under the Regulations XXXI a.nd XXXVI of 1803, aDd 

tenures released in perpetuity under these regulations deaoeni 
by the ordInary law of inheritance and are tra.nsferable. Wlaere aU1 
limitation w:J11 imposed by the terms of the graut either upon the 
l:IuoCeSSioD or upon the right to transfer the"'teuure, this of ooune does 
not apply, and the Panjab rnles arE' applioable to the fullest extent to 
grants ma.de after 1857." This statement of the case requil'88 80,­
amplification and correction. 

Bega1atiODtl 
XXXI and 
XXXVI of 
1808. 

129. Regnlation XXXrof 1808 declared "hat grants other tIaan 
CI royal ,t or " bad8hahi" grantS" sboulti be considered ~ali1i iD tbe 
II ceded provinces," and provided for their registration .d tor ad. 
judica.tion up~ them jn the Courts of law. Regulatioa XU\1l of 

• Okaharami prQperly m_n. the right; to one·fourth or ~ proilaft 'of tlMlaa4, GI' 
to oDe. halt or tbW· raJer'. ahare ," it being UlUlDeci tQt .... lit ". ......... __ 
one.balf of the pfOClDce of the eoU. ~ , 

t l'aoragrapll , of API'Ildia: III, 
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18()8 e1tao6ed similar provisions for tf royal grants" i. ,., "0.11 .g:rants 
made 1" tbe supreme power -for the time being." The full definItion of 
ro1'J puts ioclltdes assignr;ents made by several aulihorities who 
were oul, Dominal.y 8ujbetJt(,o the Delhi Emperor, but probably all 
., royal grants" in the Delai tenitory emanated direct from the Em­
~r or from DaDlat Hao, Sindhia, or (lne of It bis prcdectJssors in 
authorityU 8S Mayor of tJle pala.ce.* 

180. The theory of the nature of a la.nd revenue ass1gnmf'nt AlISilnlmentl 
embodied in these avo regulations is wholly opposed to that whioh oOdflrmt~ 
has always been held rega.rding suoh grants in the Panjab. rrhey ~~g~tlti:b8 
were looked upon as private property which could be traDsferred from regardod as 
hand to Iland. Revenue-free tenures Were clflB~d as "hereditary n private pro-
. t 't t d H l"f " t H II :...:I·t " t J'<'rty and 1-.6., perpe U~ Y gran s, an I e gran 8. ert"'Ul ary gran 8 wore tb.rfll for e 
tra.nsferable by gift, sale, or otherwise, but in the case of life grants t,'8.u6ftlt&bte. 
the onlyaliena\ion permitted was a mortgago of the revenue for tho 
life of the gra.ntee.t It is needless to describle what under these 
1"eplations were declared to be sufficiont grounds for accepting a 
claim to hold land revenue free. It is enough t.o nOLO that aSRignments 
of land !lot exceeding 10 bighas + in extent and "bona fide, 
:£:n~riated as an endowment for temples or £01' other religious or 

'table purpoSE'S U were put on a specially favourable footing in this 
respect. Oertain unfamiliar tarms which are met with in disctlBSionA 
regardiD~ assignments in the Delhi territory, altamgha, aim-a, mada(l 
m'alJ., tmm, are explained in the glossary.§ 

131. Tbe I1elhi territory formed no part of the (( ceded provincc>s", The Reg u­
whicb came under British rule in 1801 and to which the above rdgu- l .. tion to" r 
lations alooe applied. It 'fas part of the CI conquered provinces" :~li:bi:\! 
aunexed after the f>attle of Lat!lwari in 1803. Regulatiou VIII of t~f) Del h i 
1805, which u3tended these and other regulatiuns to the H conquer~d territory_ 
provinoes" excepted the :Qt'lhi territory from their opeltl.tioD. But 
Begu1&&ion V of 1832 whioh abolished the omoe of Resident a.t Delhi 
aud aDBexed the Delhi territory to tbe jurisdiction of the Sadr Board 
811. CoUN of J Defiee at Allahabad enjoil)~cr tbe Commissioner of Delhi 
and all o8lcera under hie control ordina.rily to It(t conform to the 
priociplesand spirit of the regulations II in their civil, criminal, and 
"Y&DU, adminiatratioJ1. In 188~ and 1841 the Sadr Board iss oed 
orders re,ard.ins the investigation of revenue-free tenures, whioh 
wen Dot 1D exact accordance with the regulation law. Ir 

182. The question of \he conditions on which assignr~nts in the Orders pasl­
Dellt,i ~ made before its annexation to the Panja.b was carefully ad in 1880. 
gOlJ8 iQtio is ooaoeotioll with the -revenue-free tenures of tahsil 



P'uipat and pargana Kamal of the Kamal district, a t8pori.oI1;t.~\ 
was furDI~hed by Mr. Ibbetson in 1880.* It was then held-

(a) thatctbe regulations were ntiv-<vaotually in force ilJ .... 
Delhi territory. WhilE', therebe, any ()rders which tlhe 
revenue authorities of the day p&lsed iu accord8tBee ,with· 
t,be rrgulation law, should bp upheld, Government WM: 
also free to maintain ordors, if any, passed by the.. in 
special cases which were not in accordance with thAt law j 

(b) that Ie hereditary" grants were aliena.ble, as similar grants 
under the regulation law were, but that they laped to 
Government on entire failure of heirs of the original 
grantee notwithstanding any intermediate alienatictn ; 

(c) that the cOIi&ition " continued until furthcl' orders". fOl1nd 
to be attached to Bomo of the assignments was ana.logo>u 
to the condItion II during the p1easure of Government" 
common in the case of grants in the Panjab. It was not 
equivalent to a grant in perpetuity, though the contin­
gency of tbe grant being roally a perpetual one was not 
defiDltely excluded as in the case of an order sanctionin~ 
an 81:!signment "during the pleasure of Government,,' 
which implies an absolute decision that a perpetuit;ti~ 
1U)'8 not been made out j 

(d) that it was the intention that orders passed by a. BeUla­
ment Officer confirming as~jgnmellt8 of less than 10 bighas 
as an endowment lor temples or other roligious or oharifi.. 
able purposes shonld be final, nnd that the assignments 
should be reI eaRed in perpetuity' j .. 

(f') that the Board of Revenue of the North-WestArD Provinces 
had no power to.sanction release in perpetuity. Where 
an order of the Board is the o.nly sanction for snch a 
releasEI, the confirmation of the Pan jab Government is 
required. Final" sa.nction not having b~en given in th~ 
case of ~uc~ aB!ngQm~nts before 1858, they are not Itraulli,i 
ferable. I. 

folu('cellli.on to 133. Being rflgarded as private property ~s8ignmellts ~(l,a~ 
Jler~tuJty before )858 in the Delhi territory descend by the rule of inh~l'it~:nq~\ 
h'taD s. applicable to lauded estates to which the grantee's faDiily is sa.bj~9t. 

Any {IX pross cOlHlition of a grant, however, which conflicted with due 
rule, would p'·9vail. 

1 • hi Itt ,. fl f' 134. '111e re'Venne-f1'ce tenure knowfl ae istamrar is' not· wht1flt 
8faotll. confiHOO to the Delhi territory.t · Btit as the large Ua.ndll.l gl'&l1t 

in conneC''.10n with whioh the incidents of this tftnure have been 
chiefly discussed is situated in,the Ka.rna.l district, it 'Will 'be 'Well to 
~xplain the term here. An iFltamrar is 8im ply an assitnttJ,ent 'for life 
or perpetuity of the right to receive the revenue of a tr~ qf 'ltmd 
8tl bject to the obligation to pay to Governmont of a -litiPp aU,. of -------rr-.------________ .. _._..l ... j~it .... ' __ *'_' __ 

• 1 his report and the cort'eapondence connected with it wjll be louJtd ie P"!njaift 
Government If.e,eoy~ l'rooeedings .No.2 for Nov9Dlber 18$0, wlioh, donl4, he'l'e'etred. 
to by anyone reqtiriog further information OD allsignments in th6 t)tlhi tenitlorr' 

t The Kbattak Na1l'~b! of 'red holds a large tr.wt in the> Kw. dis~ i~ 
tbtamrM, 



ts 
J11UIH9' .,ell' :bY.yeat'i'; Thfs,stt1;Uis sometimes 'loosely des~ribed ass. 
quit,1'$1t.;- It 18 really. nazrana. of fixed amount. Tho 'UJta,m't'a,rdar 
may also be sole .proprietor ·or may have the right of a. superior 
owner or talu7,dar in the af}p~ned tract. But whateve1' may have 
been the real origin o£any buoh rights which he may possess, they 
are under our revenue system viewed a.s something entirely apart 
from the i8tamrar. Except as regards cesses imposed in addition to 
the land revenue, Govel'nment neither gains nor loses by the re­
assessment of estates held on an i8tamrar tenure, and any losses due 
to remissions fall olf the istamrarM?'. . 

~ 

135. The 8ukhlambari grants in the Hissltr district are grants W"ZamHri 
of land revenue-free for thre,e generations made to troopers and ~tI in 
ofBeera of ,regimenta of irregular cava.lry disbaiirted a~ter the con- H_I'. 
elusion of the 'Pindal'i Campaign in J818 or 1819. As revenus-frAe 
aBsignDlenta they are now nearly extinot, sndare only interesting &8 

an ear ly experiment in the colonization of waste lands. * 
. 136. The history of tho iag,i"s or inams of the Biloch tumandars of 

of the Dera' Ghazi Khan district present some peculiar features and ~nC:h ....... 
is also deserving of notice on account of the emphatic way in which dcar •• 
th~,'pdnciple that jagirs involve an obligation of ~e~vio~ has. been 
asserted and enforced. An excellent account of It IS given In the 
98th paragraph of Mr. Diack's Settlement Report from which the 
follOwing extraots ar~ taken:-

"The greater pa.rt of the assi~ned land ravenua is enjoy .. 
edby the cbiefs of Biloch tribes, and IS well repaid by the important ' 
administrative and magisterial functions which tbey disoharge. It 
was not until the J!£st settle"ment that any considerable amount of 
revenne was assigned to thew, From annexation up till then th!3y 
ooeupied the position of mU8taji1'8, that il:l to filay they· collected in 
kind from their tribel the 'Share 6£ the produce, varying from one­
seventh to one-third, which was under native rille taken by Govern­
ment and they pa;id into tho treasury the 'Cash land r6venue assessed 
upou the villages of their tribe. At the regul'ar settlement of the 
district it was deoided that assignments of land revenne should take 
tile, place of the profits which, owing to mild cash assessment, in­
cre,s~ of culti vation,and rise of prices, they derived from this 
Rl'f1wlgement. The cash value of the- assignment to each cllief 
was£.xed with , r~ference to his previous income from this 80urce, 
to " hi~ expectations, and to bis responsibilities., B ;Ji although 
the,v:8lue of the aS8ignmentwas calculated in cash, tho power 
o~ . oolleQ:ti~g inJ~ind was not withdta.wn but was merely limited to 
ae\eotecl,vlllagea, ",hos~ cash assessments made np the sanctioned 
",~Q~~~ : ~()f' "the I ohief's ~nam. The P'?wer of coll~ctiDg assigned 
rev~ue In 'k\1ld, :W8.1 . 1~lzed, . bY, Fr?ntler , Regulatio~No. VI! of 

, ' ~~1'.", ~he custc?m Of .coIJecttng,Jn kiud had fallen mto abeyanoe 
l*.'t--w.otn,tJe$t·thoseofthe Ka .. ranls and the Khosas, and was not re .. 
~~edT,;~' ~~efortDert.rib'f" }'utWfl! in ihe latter to the. ejtentof one­
~~ft! ~fjhe 'r:e"en\1e. ~'heshareo£ the produce to be take~ by the 

'~ '.\' ' ", . ' , . 
. / '-'. ' .- " · .. ~i .'!¢"'· ~ .. : .. !.! .. ::: ... : .~ ,,, .: , .. . .. ' , .. ... .. . . e ... . 
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chief was to be fixed so 'as nob to exceed tha~ portion of the protil108 
which might (be deemed fairly to represent the Government 
demand~ 

* * * * 
All the grants were conditional upon ~od and loyal seniee to 

be rendered by the tumanddrs on occasion~ of importance whenever 
called upon by the distriot officer, and in oonnection with fJhia OOD" 

dition it was stipulated that 80Wa?'S should be supplied by each ohief to 
ascertain value, the 8owar'H pay being fixed.at 4 aUl:IQS a day, any 8UWarIJ 
reqnired in addition to tbe number making up t·be fixed value to be 
paid by Government, Tho assignments were made for term of 
settlement and subject to reconsideration on its expiration. The 
gra::lts havo had an n'Xcellent effect in improving tbe oondition of 
tbe cbjufe and through them of their tribes which are generally in 
excellent control, and there was no question at this settlement of 
discontinuing the allowances to the cbiefs. The working of the 
system by which they are allowed power to coHect in kind was how­
ever considered very carefully witb reference to the provision which 
had beeu made at the regular settloment, that the power would be 
enjoyed only during th~ pleasure of Government, &ond would be li~ble 
to be withdrawn should such a. course be deemed to be expedient. 
FJ.'be conclusion arrived at was that the sysLaw should be ('ontiDue&i 
except in the Khosa tribe.* 

* * * * * * 
'rhe deoision to conti nne the privilage in the cu!:!o of the other 

chiefs who had hitherto enjoyed it , necessitated a recol18ideration of 
the cash value of the ina'l'lts, for in villa~es whicA bave improved 
during the period of the late settlement the share of the produce 
takon by the· tumandal' is the equivalent of the cash assessment 
as now enhanced" and, while the amount received by the tumandar8 
is the same as in recent yeal'S, his ina?lt expr~8sed in tel'ms of the 
Government cash revenue is, greater than it was." 

In sanctiouing the inarn6 for the term of the now settlement the 
supreme Government rcmarked-t . 

"The Government of India cordially endorse the views of tbe 
Lieutenant·Governor as to the importance of Dltlinta.ining the pOllition 
and influence of these obiefs. * * * '* The inam8 are 8ubit'ot 
to the same c.onditions of loyalty and eervice as beretofore. * .tf • 
* * 'l.'he <r JVerDment of India entirely concur in the decision $ 

* ,.. to permit collections in kind to continue in all oases (except 
t,bat of the Khosainam), in which \hey had hitherto be~n authorized. 
It, is very impor~ant in the interests of good administration on this 
part of the border to prevent,. as far as possible, any weakelliog of 
the tie between the tumandar and his t,ribesmen." 

II Ka.ur." in 137. The" Ka-6'ur" assignme'nts of the Darn Gha~i Kban district are 
Dera Ghazi identical in origin with the " Chaharams" referred to io pa~8'l1JI~ 
!than. • 8~. 'j'he princ:~pal " ka~ur8 "aro in tbe terl itory h~ld by the M •• 8I'i 

trIbe, about half the revenue of which is released ifi. this form. 
it ) -, __ -"',.' ____ _ 

• l'anjaob Govertlmentletter No. 40, dated 5th A1arc&1891. 
t Govijtllmeut of Iudl., Jroreigu Department, ~o. 28''1 r., dated 811tOctobtt lee8 
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tt They nre held. by \he family of the Chief of tA'e ka.za.ri tribe of 
Biloobes and by)he othElr leadinR families of the Balachpi section of the 
tribe" to which seotion the Chief belongs. Those Balachanis ho)tf among 
them assignmen~ of land Nvenue in all the villages o£ the Mazari 
country, though thtly are nMIt!andowners in all of them. Most of the 
assignments are of balf tht Government share of the produce, though 
some are of a smaller fraction, and it is from thAir being of a frac­
ti~nal nature that they have derived the namo· ka~mr (tho Arabic 
plural of kM'r) , by which they are locally known. They a,ppeaT 
to have been Iranted from time to time by the rulers who established 
their authority in this neigbourbood-the Nahrs of Sitpur, the 
MakbduIDs who succeeded them, and the Amirs of Sindh-and were 
a proof of the strength and tur19ulence of the tribe and the weakness 
of the r.ulers' control."* 

Tie prinoipal k(Mu,r8 were continued for the term of the revised 
settlpment by Government or Inaia, Revenuo and Agricultural Depart­
ment, No. 21663=290=2, dated 31st October 1900. 

188 A very common way of rewarding native officers for distin-l(m~ary re­
guished war serviccs has been to give them grants of Govern!nent ware. ..... utl. 
waste-land revenue free for a certain number of years, WIth a prol11i~o 
of ownership when the lands had been brought under cultivation. 
Many such grants were made in tbe Panjab. Owing to thl3 diminu-
tion in the area available it was decided in 1888 t.hat they should be 
lim'jted to n fixed number yearly, and at the Bame timo tho 
terms on which ·tll;~y should be hold were laid down as follows :-

(a) the land to be held revenne-free for the first two years, 
on & light assessmcnt, together with malikana for the 
noxt three years, and thereafter at a full assessment; 

(b) canal rates and cesses to be paid in fuJI by· the grantee 
from tbo beginlling of t.he lease; 

(r.) the grnnt to be leasehold for the first ten yeaTS, and pro­
priet4ry right to bp goi ven ar~r tte ener of that term, 
if the land ,pas beell p"operly brought nnder cultivation, 
and the grantee has made good use of his grant. t 

The matter was re-considered in 1893, and it WaR settled that, ~Q';'" lna1 
where it was inconvenient to make grants of waste land, the reward r ID,*jtu~ 
might take the form of a jagir. At the same time the maximum :!.tr:':u~ 0 

value of a, grant of land was ti xed at Ra. 400 per anrbum clear of all . 
d,eductious. 

n When the Loral Government is ~repa.red to provide a gra.nt of land 
a.nd the grantee aceepts this form of'rewa.rd, it will be open to the Local 
Govemmeut to arrange fat' the bestowa.l of. the privileges, oonnected with 

• • P83lj"b Government No. GS, dated 7th A.gust 1900. 
\ 

1 t ~Go\femtn.nt of India, MiJd.tar1 Department, Resolution No. 2526 B., dated lst 
~-1888) .. The abovlt ceuditioul aN not necessarily applicable in all 0U8I 
tt .... Wt to the Local Go\"erl\lUent to 80nange the gra.nt as iG ohelaes provided i~ 
_phtdieed vlolae. i. eqnattto 25 ti~ .... he "unnal value speoi1le~ io the order making 
h. .( .......... ,,0{ India, lrbl.,. Depanmeat. No. 12'11 B,,4It1tf;ed 12th April 
~.l' 
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the grant in 8U"01l' way tIl at tba difference he_oen the vale of the graut 
on the terms Biven and the market value may amouut approziJ:aatell to 
25 timl!s the annual value "pecified in the orders of the Government of 
India on each case, Bueh value being limited to the muimum of Rs. 400 
as noted ahole. Should the Local Govoer'Jilont not ie prepared to give 
Jand, or the grant.ee be unwilling to aC'OOpt bij reward in this form, tlle 
grantee wi1l be given nn aS8i~nment. of revenue from any village .OT estate 
that may be selected. If an aS8Jgnment of revenue be given. snah aBsJgnmsntli 
will be for three lives only, the maximum amount of revenne assigned t.o 
the original grantee being Rs. 600, to the first heir Rs. 300, and to the 
next heir in Buocession Rs. 150. The method in which tbe assigued re~ 
venues arc to be paid, i.e., whether from the State trtlflFl!1l'Y or by the land 
owners direct will be left to Local Governments to dooidft, bllt the a.mollnt 
should be fixed in cash and not in terms of the laud reVE'nue. When the 
grantee is a landholdcr the assignment may take the form of a remission 
of a specified amount of the revenue due from himself."· . 

The Financial Commissioner at tho time pointed out th~ objeo­
tions which existed to the crea.tion of new jagirs except-

(a) when the jagirdar is owner of the lund of which the 
revenue is assigned i 

(b) when he stands in a tribal relation to the revenuo.payers 
and the recognition of his ata~us is in accordance with 
their ideas j 

(c) in the absence of the above condition~ when he ha.s 
nothing to do with the collection of the revonuo, which 
is pa.id to him through the tah6"il. t . -

The Local Government acquesced in these views.t In practice no 
difficult.y bAoS arisen, for in all .iagir8 of this class hitherto created 
in the Panjab tho assignee receives the reV6l1ua through the tahsil. 

The rule of desoent in thA case of these military jagirs is as 
follows :-

"On the death of the original holder one'!balf of the grant should 
descend integrally to a single heir. The heir will be setected by the dis­
trict officor, but will ordinarily be the eldest male heir in the eldest branch 
of t,he deceased's descendants. On the death of the aelectbd heir one qaarter 
of the origina.l grant will descend integrally to one of his heira flimila.rll 
chosen by the district offioer. The solection ma.de by tho diat.riot omoer 
will in all cases be subject to oonfirma.tion by the OommissiOllot' ~f tho 
division."§ 

• Government of Inciia, Military DepM"tment, Resolution 'No. 861 B.. ~d 81~ 
Febrlla.ry 1893. • 

t Finanoial Oomaus8ioner', No. 11· 0., dated 25th 1rIay1898. 

~ PaDjab Government, No. W S., dated 1st Jnly1898,.au1I8, ct ... la, <A1I .... 
ism. 

§ GO'OJ'llJD",~f I ••• JliUtuy Depaaaaen6 , ~. ,.8.,,8.. .. t1M1 _II ~ber 
1893. ' 



140. As already stated, 8t markea cnange o~elUng IS ooserv- J7.tt gr&O,4 
able after the Mutiny &8 \0 the value to the State of II olass of men N a ~oth 
holding a privileged position an4 fitted thereby to act- as lea~ers of 18~~o~eri~able 
the people. III _859 tho Lieutenant..Governor, Sir Robert )font· by .. single 
gomery, proposed ~hatJ as. i rale, the heirs of jagira- enjoyed by heir. 
families of importance s~ould be declared subject to selection by 
Governmenl.- Lord Canning r£lplied that he did notsee how such a 
deolaration could be made in regard to existing jagirst He added, 
however,-

"With regard eto jagirs which l1'lay hereafter be granted His 
Excellency be.s no objection to impose the general condition that the estate 
shall be iDherited integrallr. tit tit tit ill tit As to the 
one single bah- His Exoellency is disposod to think that it will be quite 
enough .fot the Government to require that hi. inheritance shall need 
confirmation or recognition by Government hefore it is considerod 
complete, and to make it known that this recognitiou maYt if cause should 
arise, "Se withheld." . 

The letber containing this order waR dated 25th November 1859, 
and all jag-irs subsequently granted are, unless the contrary is clearly 
exprossed in the grant, heritable by a single heir, whose suocession 
requh:es to be confirmed by Government.t 

141. Before theseorders were issued the Lieutenant-Governor Proposal to 
ha.d proposed to consult the principal Su.rdars in the Cis-Sntlej and introd~ce p~. 
Trans-Slltlej divisioD~ as to the propriety of abolishing ch1.tndauand nlOge~l~~ lQ 

wbere it existed., and a.lso of making primogeniture the rule of desoent :;::~P"l e 
for their iayirs. In advocating primogeniture the Cis-Sutlej Commie- iaD';'" 
sioner, Mr. Barnes, hau written :-

" I should dolira in an feasible cases to institllte the law of 
primogeniture, as was recently uone in the case of Ramgarh, and thereby 
to secure a powerflll and influential aristocracy, who, with sach guarantees. 
would donbtless be as lothl and 8.S useful to Government as thay proved 
to be during the recent rebellion." 

142. Ohunllavand had been denl1nncesi as fmmora.l a.nd as Proposal 
encouraging polygamy:. Lord Canning wisely brushed that argn- agreed to Ly 
mont aside. But as rogarcts primogeniture his reply was encouraging. L.ord Oan­
The proposal to oonsult the leading Sardars regarding it was approv .. nlng. 
ed, bub anything like arbitrary legislation on the subject wss 
deprecated, ana ih wa.s laid down that "no alteration in the rule of 
inheritanoe should be made in a. family unless with the consent of its 
head and of the chief members i::Iterested.t 

148. :rhe reaSODS given by IA>rd Canning for his decis ion are Hia reMOnt. 
worth qnotlDg \-

, 
.. It, is politically desirable that primogeniture shoul be encouraged. 

The Governf,r-Genen.l believes that a more unfortunate prospect cannot 
be before a people, espeoiaJly a people amongst whom society is of a 
fe'QUal form, tp&n that of the gradual dissolution of all their wea.lthy 

i 

.. P_jf4b Govern.nt No. 678,~8ted 4tth Ootober 1859. 
~~m.' of India No. 4rtP,'datid 26th November 1859 
~ • .,..nb of ~~ia lio.171S. datQ4 lith !la., 1860. 



In.tructiOll' 
inned in 
l861, 

N egotiauoWl 
prove abor. 
tive. 

and baftuential ...... l:fUieff .into numerous poor aad proud desoendaDf4. His 
.oellenoy aJ.s() believu that the ~ of gofarniPg ",ell a l*JPle in 
oontelltment beoQJDe8 more awl more di-tlioult as this O~"8 progro" .. " 

,~ . 
144. The enq airy which fullowed sOImed to !Jb~ that· a. number 

of the larger Jagirda,.& were ready" to ewehfor primogeniture, and in 
April 1861 the following instructions. were-given to Cis-Indus Oom­
missioners: 

U 'fhose jagirdara holding in perpetuity whoso rovenue exoeeds Rs. 210 
,,8'1' annum, and who wish the sucoession of their jagirs to he regulated in 
futnre by the rulo of primogeniture must execute. deed to that effeot. 
You will explain to them that this deed when oonfirmed by GovernMent 
will hereafter be binding on their successors in the.iagir for &.11 generations. 
Where snoh a. deed has alroady been taken it need only be reviewed with 
refepcnee to the iniltru~~ons now conveyed. 

• • • • • • • 
"4. The deed will regulate the succession onty to jaqir lands, DOt 

to malgu,ari lands or other roal and personal property. 

"5, The jagirdar exeoating the deed shonld be invited to record sepa­
rately the nature and amount of tho maintena.nce which he would propose 
to aS8ign to the younger branches of his family. The oustom regulating 
8uoh maintenance in the oa')e of the younger brothers of chiefs in "hose 
families the rule of primogeniture has been long 9stablished will ser.ve as 
a guide for other jagirdars. 

"6. It should bn explainod that tho rights of oolla.terals are in no 
respeot affected by the introduction of the.rule of pri.mogen~ture." 

Informing the Government of India. of the action that had been 
taken the Lieutenant-Govornor remarked:-

• 
" One important point only remains to bo adverted to, namely, the force 

of tile doed oxecuted by the ,iagirdars declaring that primogeniture shall 
be tho rule of succession to thoir .iagirs. ill • .. .. 

This point, howover, will be discuf;sed at longth when the reports of the 
several Oommissioners and the doeds themselves shall havo been transmit. 
tad to this offico." 

145. The number of deeds exeouted .. was forty-seven. Ma.ny 
of these declared that primoi:eniture should thereafter be the rule 
of succession and fixed a rate of maintena.nlle for younger sons, 
obbers provided for division among Bons, but allotted .. larrger share 
to the eldest or fittest son. By some mischa.noe these deed, \tere 
never confirmed by Government, but several have sinoe been 
accepted, and where the ciroumstances of eaoh case were consistent 
wit.h the provisions of Section 8 (1) r (b) of the Descent of Jagi¥8 Aot 
mant.joned in paragraph 157, a rule of primogeniture has been 
notifiod. 

RMBOn! wby 146. The failure to carry the negotiations with tLe Jeading 
eTil result. jagi,.da'l'8 to a successful conolusion is much to be regretted. 'l."'ha 
have not been matter Was not dealt with again comprehensively for a wholel ~ 
worlO. ration during w'.1ich sub-division went on unchecked. The re8ultant 

evils would be even more a.pparent than t4,ey are, hat; for 'h. 'faot that 
IJ 
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many of the large ja(Ji'f'da'f'8, at least in the Cie.SutIej territory, have 
fouf)d it difficult to perpetuate tbeir families at a11, and lmve con­
siuered thems~ves fortunate when they have bad a single son to 
inherit their fa.~i1, hO~~8. As regards the important political 
jagi'f'8 in the trans-Indlis districts little difficulty has arisen, for 
most of them were granted or confirmed after J 859, and in the caso 
of Bomo jagi'f's of earlier date the succession of a single heir is oither 
provided for by the origina.l order of release or bas been e stablishbd 
by subsequent d\cision or family agreement. 

147. In Hazara the jagirs granted at annexft.tion were made ROD;1~1 ape 
an.ject to certain limitations of the succession proposed by Major P;;' 10 cua 
JRmes AbDOU. Further, jagirs were grant~d for Bervice in 1857 Jagire:-ra 
witltont anr similar reservation. Among the Hazara Settlement • 
Rules to wuich legal force was gives by Regulation XIII ·of 1872 
were two dealing with assignments of land revenne-

"18. The Settloment Officer flhall ascertain for each class of reTenuo 
aIIsignruents ~nted for more than ODe life, or for the period of lettlement, 
or for each of such cases where necessary, what rule is belt oa.lculated to 
secure to Government the attainment of the object for which the grant 
waS' given. The result of his enquiries sha.ll be submitted for the lanction 
of Governm.nt. 

"19. All cases in which orders or eucceseion contrary to the ordera 
to be laid down under Rule 18 ha.ve been pas sod shall be reported to the 
Oommiuioner, • who is hereby empowered to revise the previous orders in 
the spirit of rule 18, or in Illch modified way as the peculJar circumfJta.ncea 
of suoh cuee may call for." 

Under the first of these rules the Lieu tenaut-Governor passed 
the ful10wing general order :- • 

• 
U All jagi'" &l1d politica.l penaiona releassd for more tha.n one life or 

for term of settlement shall devolve integrally ordinarily to the eldest 
son. • • • • 

"The Buocossion shall not necessl.. .. ui be m&intained in the direct 
ooara. should the immediate heir be devoid of merit, or deficient in the 
Deet88&I:!Y qaa.lificatious of charaoter. !ntlIl8noe, control over his tribe and 
ft.milYl or good ji8pOBition towards the British (iovernment.". 

In the case of oertain iagir8 Government, reaerved tho option 
of dealing with the succession in the above manner, or of dividing 
the jagi,. among the male issue of a deoeased granteo. t In IIaz.ra, 
therefore! the matter of 8u~col!sion to iagirB has beon put on a 
thorough y satisfactory footing. 

148. It was provided by Sectiol'l 8 of tho Panjab La,v! Act SeotioJl 8 et 
IV of 18721' .hat-- Panjab La". 

s • .lot IV of 
I Ia all c .... in whioh Government b ... declared &DY'rule of deaeent 1871. 

to ,pJ!8ftil in allY fa.mily or f.Drilies of .uignees of land reTenae such 
mI. of dllCent Ihall be held to pmail aDd to ha'te pi\lvQ.iled a~oDp~ 
them hO)D the tiJDI ",btn ihe.dec).r&~ion was made. 

• . 
* PUj.b G",ermact N.,. 1106, a..te4 IlIaci Deoembezo 1878, 
t For UIt; of tAtM tee page 92 of Capiahl Waoelll 8ettltmODt BopOl\-"f Hazara. 



In 1890 the Government of Inuia. rAfu't;ed to make dae of this 
section ,:n connt'Ction with a proposal to deolare the rule of Buoces .. 
sion in the Raipur iagir family in the Ambala disViot to be pri­
mogeniture, dn the ground that it had o~J retros~ctive effect.* 

Attitude of 149. 'rhe Government of India ha.~ nev~r asserted a right 
OovernmeDt to regulate successions after the conditions of a gr~nt have been 
of In~ia o~ laid down in the order of release. But on a few oocasions they 
;~e::l~: :'eiTto have deoided that the rule of succession in a particular jo,gir l'~stricts 
late InceCI- descent to a single heir. 

~~;:-oaaDI. 150. In a letter No. 1490, datod 1st April 1859, I.Aord Canning 
tura • intro· sanctioned primogenituro as regula.ting in future the Bl1()cession of 
:;R!nl~::1S6 the jag~r enjoyed by Q,tle branch of the Hamgarh family in Ambala 
jagir. g "as thlS propoisl has emanated from the younger BonB themselves." 

The family is a Rajput one cCinnected with the Raja of 
l:liI8spur. 

Cue of the 15 J. In 1802 the Government of India declined to sanction. a. 
Cl:laohf jagir. deed respecting the 9-evolution of his jagir executed by Sir Nihal 

Singh, Chachi, on the ground that "as the Sardar haR more tha.n 
one son, Government has no powel' to fetter or unfetter the Sardar 
as to his old estates, his power over which must be decided should 
auy dispute arise by the ordinary law applica.ble to such estates i~ 
tho Panjab.t 

In 1874, however, Sir lIcnry Davies, then Lieutenant-Governor 
of the Panjah, declared that, as Sir Nlhal Singh, who had died in 
1ti73, ha~ never revo~cd the wish tlx1?res~ed .i~ 18~2" the law of 
primogemture was applIcable to the whole Jag~r, whIch therefore 
deicendcd to his eldest t:!On, Amrik Singh.:l: r~ehese ordera werQ plainly 
inconsistent with the view taken by the Governmen' of Indi~ in 
1862. But in 1902, 10 passing orders upon the succession, which had 
again opened out 011 the death of Amrlk Singh leaving no ohildren, 
the Government, of I~dia., took the view that "5ection 8 of the 
Panjab Descent of Jagi1'B Act, 1 gOO, reJates to decJarations in fact 
issued, irrespective of their authority, and tb"t the deliberate 
employment of the term" Government, "which includes ~ H Local 
Government, has pla.ced the two letters" (i.e." Gov~rnment of India 
letter No. 1156, dated 11th September 1862, and Panjab GOTernment 
letter No. 250" dated 29th January 1874), "for the purposes of that 
particular enactment, on the Ba.ma footing. Ha.ving, therefore two 
separate but i Dconsistent decla.ration8, both falling under ter:n. of 
the aectioD" the Government 01 India contider that tho fair and 

* Government of Iniia NQ. 4156, dated 8th DO<1emoor 1890. The Loeal 
Government nevertbele81 ordered that the rule of primogeniture "howd be applied 
on the groand apparently that it had-boon acto"H.r adopted in IeT8talnoeHlions, and 
j~ ",u allO probable that .uob. a rale would 4!xilt in the C6Ie of an aaoient :a"ipui 
family. AioreoTer, in 1861, the i_girder jn POllUtiOJ.1 had eBeut.1Il Q asramteM Ir.oYfd.ir1a' 
that the eldeat l(J.n mould iaberit the i"g'r. . 

t No. 156, dated 11th December 1862, The 1/ old ..... tet 9 were $heitl#r. ~ta4I 
before 15ih Novwmber 1809. 

'+ Panjt.b Govetnment No.2&<>, dated ~ll I_n.aty 1874. 
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naf.utal constraotion iEf that the later deolaration must, from the' 
d~e of its issue, be held to have superseded the earliQr."* 

The whole d! the jagir. consequently descended ~o Tek -Singh, 
eldest son of Gopa' Singh,~o was the second 8011 of Sir Nihal Singh, 
and the rule of primogen!tllre may be held to have been esta.blished 
in the family. 

52. The lagir of Shahzada Jamhur, Saddozai in the Kohat ~a~cc"iion,of 
distriot, wal3 origi.ally releasod in favour of the grantee " and his !- lung Ie ~elr 
male issue in perpetuity." III 1877 the Government of India. agreed (:)c~:g~ of 
to a modification of the terms providing for its devolution on " thA Sha.bzada 
neir, being a descenda.nt of the original grantee, whom Government Jnmhar. 
might ,select. " t 

153. In the case of tho Makhad jagir in Rawalpindi where the (b) The 
grant provided for desoent to H legitimate male issue," but tho Makhadjagi1·. 
]'inancial Commissioner held that a qu,aB,i-custom of primogeniture 
lad been proved to exist, the Govornment of Ind ia in 1881 Sanc-
tioned the sllocession of the eldest of four 80ns subject to the con-
dition of fitness.:/: 'rhis ruling also applied to tho Shakardarra jagir 
in ~ohat held by the sa.me family. 

154. In 1882 the Government of India aUQwad one of Raja (c).Ja~ir of 
'Sir Sahibdial'S jag irs reloasod in 1854 in favour of himself and II his :a~~:Ctr I 
legitimate male issue for two generations" to descend to his n 1 Ill.. 

grandson, his sons being passed over for reasons stated in the cor­
respondence. § 

155. In 18~8 the Paujab GovernmeDt urged on tho Govprn- Proposal of 
ment of India the necessity of taking moasures to put a stop to the Palljab Gov-
8ub .. division of iagirs, and the gradual deterioration in consequence ~rtnmdent to • 

f f h 1 d ' f 'I' 'th 'II Th h' mrouceprl-o many 0 . t e. eo. 1D~ ,amI les In, e proVlllca, ,e Istory mogeniture 
of the queetlOll m the Pan]a.b was revlewed, and the variOUS orders authorita.tive­
of the Govern~Dt of India referred to.in the precfiding paragraph!) ly. 
were cited. The conclusion drawn was that ·in tho Panjab assign-
mentl of land revenue had always been regarded from a stand-
point different from tha.t adopted in some other parts of India, and 
that the principle had been asserted that assignees have, in virtue of 
the grant of a·sha.re of the reven ue of the State, pllblic d utiea as 
weU as private rights. It was a natural deduction from this that 
Government had an inherant right to regulate the course of succession 
"from time to time aB oooasion requires," and so to maiutain tho 
c.apaoitJ' of tbe i~ir4Q,r to do publio service. Sir Mackworth Young 
quoted with app(Oval a dictum of the Officiating Financial Com-
missioner, Mr. Ogil'V'ie, that" all assignments are from tho essential 
nature of t.heir tenure beld subjeot to· the pleasure of GO"1ernmant 
'Ul1ess the contrary be distinctly stated in the deed of grant. * * 

II" : 

• GO.tmm8:ot of Io.4ia _ •• 1182 .. 166.4. dated 8th August 1902. 
t GonrnU1.'Il' of India. No. 888 F., dated i'1th J'U,1,1877. 
; Got.ram_ of 'india No. 4.6 J. B., dated 27th May1881. 

, ~"8Ilt of Ind.ia~e.156. dated llad NOTember 1861.' 
" ~"b GoTa.m.rtt No. a$l a. dMed 10th .Ju.ut 1891. 

.. 
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It is a great mUJtake to regard and tJilat t,heao deeds of ,~r~nt 
like the title deeds of an estate * * * * the general proVlslOn 
that lhe grant shall descend to direot heirs male f does not * * * 
debar Government from the exeroise of'it'S inherent right to regulate 
the Bucces&ion between recognize~" heirs."f' The Lieutenant­
GovOl'nor therefore proposed to introd1fcl authoritatively by execu­
tive order the rule of descent to a single heir in the case (}f all 
iagir8 of a yearly val ue of Rs. 250 and upwards. 

,156. ~rhis proposal was rejected by the G"overnment 'Of India. 
,,!hlCh h(lld that the end in view could only be reached by legisla­
\10n, and, tha.t the consent of the jagirdar8 in possession was essential 
to the lutroductioll of priwogemture. In the letter conveying 
this deoision it was ~eIDarked tuat-

" ~ehe Governor-General in Counoil is in entire accord with His Honor 
.. the Lieutenant-Uovamol' u.s to the political expediency of preventing the 
larger iagirs from bemg parcelled out through a recurring procas, of 
l:lUb·ruVl/:lion. Hut havillg giveL the m08~ careiul attention to the subJect, 
he is satistied tha.t tho declsion como to in It:lIJLl by Lord Oanning tha.t, 
though ja9irdars might very propel'ly be iuvite"t to accept the rule of 
priruogeIHtuI'O, it should not be apphea. without the coment ot the f>.ea.d to 
&Dy fau:aly In whioh it has not hitherto prevailed is correct, and s40u1d be 
8ubstantullly maintainod. '£hat tho Uovornmcnt when gra.nting or con­
firming an a,ssjgllment of land revenue possesses an absolute power of 
rego.latiDg the Buccession, at the tIme of such grant ~r confirmation, is 
uudoubtod. liut when ouoe the conditions of a grant have been presoribed 
and tbo graut has actually been made, this abl:lolute power is lost. rrhia 
is the well-l'ocoguizod rUlo of .hlnglish law governing grants from tho 
Urown, and is tonuded on principles of equity and common justico. There 
llO doubt eX1sts a distmotion lU kind betweon an ostate inland and an 
a.s8igllIllOnt of land revenue, Bnt taking an assignm~nt of land revenne 
as analogous to a pt)Il8ion, tho State by tbe prinolples of EngliBh law has 
no inhQi'ent right to regula.te 01' 'Vary at its pleasure, a.fter the Bo8sig1Ul1ent 
01' the p611siou ,hb.s boen gl;anted, tho order of slll}oession in either 
the ono case 01' the Qthel'. Nor is the Uovernor-General in Oouncil 
satisfied that if Buch powel's were assumed thit1 would meet with, the 
hearty appl'oval of the jagirdurs. 

" An examinatioD of tho vadoul!I ordera passed b&~ween 181.)0 and 
1~6~ ,b, tho Governor-General ~hows that g.l'oat oare was taken to pooteot 
declslons a.lready glven, Thus, 1Il 1~51, when a certain rule as to collateral 
descent was la.ld down, decisio:c.s already given in particu1&r cases to a 
oontl"&£1 effeot were a.llowed to sta.nd. Ag&in, at a later date, in the case 
of the .H.a.mgarh fagi,., substitution ot' suocession aooording to primogeniture 
{or division among the heirs was only sa.notioned because the younger 
80118 of the ia.girdlA!r th.emsel ve~ applied. for it. 

" 1n parasra.ph 13 of yonr' letter other insta.nces are cited ill "Jftoh 
t.he Government ot India ha.lIe interfered, since Lord Oanoing's deow.tioll ' 
of policy in 1860, to regulate successions. EU1l1ina.tiOll of these cases 
showti that tSel'e was DO real deviation from the pgUq 'tif 1860; In the 
first case cit-ed the terms of the graDt were re..ued on 

the oc.:casion ot t1\. aQWlWl of the grant bei&tJ iDoteu":" apparentl,. 
wIth the uaont of tlae pu,'" lA ~ .eeOM ' ... ill. 'CU~ .f 
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pri.mopnitare wu proved.it» exist in the ;Qf(rw.. fa.mil'-, III the ihird 
C818 the t&tm. of the grant went modified with the ooJ}lent:of the orig;inal 

t 
. ., 

gran ee. 

157. In accorda.uoe"fVtth tho deoi~ion of the Supreme Panjab Act 
Gov~rmnent a.D A~t No. IVof 1900, amending SeotiQn 8 of the ~oo IT of 
Panjab Laws Act IV of 18"12, was. passed by the looa.l Legislati ve . 
Counoil aDd received the assent of the Governor-General. The 
main provision of the Aot is fl,S follows :-

"8. (1) Where ,he Government ha.s horetoforo deolared or a.t .. ny 
time hereafter deolares that a.ny rule of descont in relpeot of suo06saion, 
to any .. saignment of land-revenue shall prevail in the family of assignees, 
snoh rule of desoent shall be deemed to prevail, ~nd to havo prevailed 
frOlQ the time when the decla.ra.tion was made, a-ithing in any law 01' 

contl!&ot to the o'lntmry notwithstanding: • 

Provided that no suoh noolara.tion Bha.ll hereafter be ma.de nnless and 
utttil-

(a) the Governmont is satisfied that tho rule of desoent to be 80 
deola.red actually prevails in the family, and has been, 
continuously and without breach, observed in all aucc8111ioDS 
(if any) to the assignment sinoe it wa.s made, or 

(b) the assignee or bis successor in interest for tho time being has 
by written instrument duly executed by him, either before or 
after the passing of this Act, signified, on beha.lf of himself 
and his family, accoptance of tho rula of descent to be so 
declarell, and either no snccession has taken place since Buch 
acceptance, or olso in all succossions w bioh have taken place 
since such aoceptft.nce t,he assignment has in fach not devolved 
othorwiso' than it 'vonId have devolved had the laid rule of 
descent been in force. 

(2) Any declaration InIdo under sub.Rectioll (J) may be amonded, 
varied, or resoinded by tho Governmont, but always subject to tho proviso 
thereto. 

When the rul~ of descent deolared to prev~l involves the devo­
lution of the assignment to a single person, it cannot be attaohed 
by order of Court [Seotion 8 (3)]. In declaring the rule of desccnt 
Government may attaoh to it the follOWing conditions :-

(a) that ea'cb sncoessor to the assignment shall be approved 
by Government, and 

(b) t1)af, he shall, if req11ired by Government, make such 
provision as Government -€leems suitablo for the ma.in­
tena~ce of tho widows and other members of the families 
of previous 88$ignees [Scotion 8 A (a) and (b), ] 

• 
The Government is b011nd in approving'of a 8UcceS8()r to acoept 

tbe 'bea.rest heir accordiog to the declared rule who is not unfit 
'(provisos to Section 8 A.). 

• 158. An important ruling is oontam9d in Panjab GOV8?mnent Jaurpre-
letter No. 108, da.tad e13th Deoember 1908, determ{ni .. tti'e inter- tation of 
p~.tioa of t,he~onventional expreuion t( 81l0Cl!tt8ion to heir. Ina.le" '''lIoe.afoD,to 

Whe:1l ~ itt. 'Y or~Qal order oonvsy'ing .att~tiOn '~" 'lP'snt. ben mal •• ' 
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Sir Dennis Fitlp8.triok held tha.t II the rtIle applicable to a gran' 
of this ~rt in the Panjab is that it desoendfl to a single beir, unle •• 
a di1Ierent rule of suooession is !peoio.I1y prssoribed.1I 

Several s~bsequent decisions have b~ based Jln this view and 
the grants notified under Section (8 (1) (G) ~f th~ Desoent ()f JrAgi" 
Aot acoordingly. 

For the purpose of this ruling the term" male issue U may be 
taken to be the equiva.lent. of " heirs maoie.'· 

SuCoetsion of ] 59. To prevent the splitting IIp of small g~a.nts ma.de in o~>n" 
lingle hairtl sideration of servioe to be rendered to village communities, it waa 
preacribed in ruled in 1865 that "8lIJall grants given in lieu of service to be per .. 
:~:~: f~~all formed or .relilponsibil.ifii~s .to be fulfilled should b? he!d frot;l ~en~r~tion 
servioe to 6e to generatIOn by one IndIVIdual only. * * * Ordmarlly th1s Indlvldual 
performed. should be tho eldest heir of the deceased incumbent, but, where sp-ecia.l 

reRsons exist for superseding him, it will be within the discretion of 
the loca.l authorities so to arrabge, provided this be in accordanoe 
with the wishes of those interested in tho servioe to be rendered." * 

The oooupation of existing holders was not to be disturbed, bat 
advantage was to he taken of future successions to get rid of theJoint 
enjoyment.t 

Qrant of 160. In Borne part of the Panjab great families are perhaps in 
~ght of ad~P'" more danger of extinction by entire fn.ilure of heirs than of degrada­
tb-nfto ruhng tion by partition of their esta.tes among a numerous progeny. When 
Q 1. I. the current of opinion changed after the Mutiny the privilege of 

adopting an heir in the ovellt of their ha.ving no sons was oonferred 
on many ruling chiefs in the Panjab and 'dlsewhere. In tho case of 
Sikh chiefs it il:! hardly possible to represent this as the restoration 
of a right which ought nov~r to ha.ve been deniea. Sir Henry 
Lawrence t and Sir Lepel Griffin § both 8tH-ted emphatically that no 
Buch right bad ever eXIsted, and Lord Ca.nning' at first refused the 
request of the Phulkian F .. ajas to be permitted 1c adopt on the 
ground that the conce~ion would be an innovation on the custom 
whioh had always prevailed among the chiefs of the Cis .. Sutlej 
territory. \I 

Grant. of 161. In 1862 adoption aanada were conferred on two 
&<loption sa. important ;agi,.dars, Raja rrej Singh and Sardar ShamBher Singh, 
naditor,qlect· SindhanwalisJ who before the annexation of the Panjab had been 
cdjayirdars. members of the Lanol'e Oouncil of Ren-ency. No other jagirilM' 

enjoyed the right down to the year 1888, when it was given to 
Sa.rd~r Lal Singh, Kalianwala.'. In oonnection with La! Singh's 
case Sir Cha.rles Aitchison proposed to the Government of India 
that the right of adoption. should b~ bestowed from time to time 
on carefully seleoted jagirdaf' families. He remarked :. 

• Panjab Governmont No. 4:14, dated aOth May 1868. 
t Fiua.ncia.l Comminiuner'. Book Ciroula.r No. 18 of 1865, 

l 

t Paragraph. 84 and 45 of pOBtaoriJlt to Major H. Lawretlcet
, repol't on lrls Sma­

mary Settlement of Xaithal. 
J Jl4ju of tt. Panjabl page. S26, 226. 

II n'ju of U- PanJab. ~ SiS. 



"It would be neoeary to make a v~ry careful selec\ion 01 the 
jagirdars deemed worthy of the right of adoption. E~h case would be 
weighed on its 0l'n merits, and the concession would be allowed as an 
honol11' and 80 rew\rd. In t~o work of seleclion regard would be had to 
~he influenoe, .. positIOn, hist~ry, a.nd services of the family; to its loyalty 
and activity in the causo of -good government in times of poace j and the 
reputa.tion of the ja!li,dars for kindness towards dependents and to the 
la.ndholders and others living on the jagi,.. In this way, the Government 
would always have in its handkl p. powerful incentive to good and loyal 
services; and those .not granted the concession in the first instance might 
hope in time to win it by proved deserts. It might furthor be provided 
that the privilege should be liahle to forfeiture for disloyalty or other 
misoonduct which might be defined . 

• • • 
U It may be aflked what Nould be tbo advantages of the concession, 

both public and pl'ivato, but, of Ruch Il. natnro that tho GovArnment, acting 
in the public interests, could fairly toke them into yiow P It is well known 
that the grant adoption sanadli to Chiofs has not opcrllteJ to increase the 
number of adoptions, but to allay disquiet,ude (If mind. Many C88(,S that 
have come before the Lieutent,ant-Oovernor have cOl1vinced him that the 
practi~o of declining to consider grnnts till the death of the grantees ~ive8 
the granteos much unne(le~Rlll'y anxiety in their decliniuf.? years. It is 
natural and laudable OIl tho part of hoads of families to desiro before they 
die to know that their houses will survivo them and their reJat,ions will 
bo provided for. 'rho Lielltenant-Governor knows that much anxiety 
prevails in this .matter which it is within our power to remove; and one 
measure which would tend to set theae painflll uncert~iDties ut rest would 
be the grant of adoption sanads to Belected }aginlll'8 holding in perpetuity. 

"It may be udmitted, -.bowever, t,hat tbo purely public advantages 
would be muoh more important. The measure in contemplation wo~ld 
give great p01itical strength to the Govt!rnment. In the Panjab in 
particnlar the boon would· bo a proper recognition of the loyal and 
faithful services, in poace and war, of the most prominent mon in the 
British territories of tbis part of India-services rcnderrd in most oase" 
with unswervin g zeal and praisoworthy nla('l'i\y fo~ morc than a generation. 
Tho men whe havo thnR served us nre the men who stood by us in the 
storm of tho Mutiny; and we know by the heartfelt oilerI'! made during 
the Afghan War and Jut.er at. tho time of tho Panjdch incident, that the 
spirit whioh ani~ated them and their fathers thirt,y years ago sti1l1ives. 
We desire its perpetuation; we o('$iro that the families who have aided 
us in the difficult task of continuo'Us administration ano llave proved 
themselves (Iur friends in time of Dred shall not die out of the land. We 
need leaders of tho people, and t,irnos Dlay come again in w hieh the 
diminution of that class would be felt as a serious publio calamity. The 
measure proposed would tend directly to the attaiument of these objects, 
and would invigorate arid ohef'r the performance of thoso duties of 
which it was the r~ward, and for the coutioued performanoe of whioh it 
would be a &6oority. "lit 

The Government of Indhl. accepted the views put fvrwar6. 
by the Lientenant·Governor, but considered that the t>bjt>cts aimed 
at .. ould H be best attained by selecting from time to time in 
individual cnses thee iagtirdars to whom it is propt»3id to give the 
privilege of ad~tion/' 

• raujt,b Govemment No. 224t. ia.ted 80tb Muob 1887. 




