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FINAL REPORT

ON THE

REVISION OF SETTLEMENT

OF THE

AMRITSAR DISTRICT.

CHAPTER L

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE DISTRICT.

1. The tract to which this report refers is the Awmritsar District, a
nearly rectangular section of -the narrow strip of country,
lying betweoen the Beds and Ridvi rivers, which is kinown
as the Biri Dodb.  The Beds forms the south-castern boundavy and the Rivi
the north-western. DBetween Amritsar and the Himdlayas lies the Gurddspur
Disirict ; to the sonth-west, further down the Doib, is the district of Lahore.
Nearly in the centre is the city of Amvritsar, the third largest in the Provinee,
to which the numcrous good roads of the district naturally converge, and
through which runs the main line of the North-Western Railway from Peshiwar
to Delhi, and the Grand Trunk Road. A branch lime of railway rans from
Amritsar to Pathdinkot at the foot of the hills in the Gurdaspur District. The
tract is small and compact in size, only four out of the thirty-one districts of
the Province having a smaller total area, while no point is moro than 32 miles
distant. from head-quarters. As at present constituted it is divided into threo
tahsils, Amritsar, Tarn Tiran and Ajnila, of which the first named lies next
to Gurddspur, the second to Lahore, and the third, which is also tho smallest,
-stretches slong the Ravi, the whole breadth of the district. In short, the tract
is limited in avea, central, easily accessible in all parts, favoured by good com-
munications, fertile, fully cultivated, with more than the average rainfall for a
plain district, and peopled by a race of peasant cultivators second to none in
the Punjab.

2. The district is classed as submontane, the border being about 60
Comparativo fertility of 1iles érom Pathdnkot, which is at the foot of the hills,
the different tabsile. and about 90 from Dalhousie, but it is itsclf essentially a
plain district in character. The surface is level thruughout, broker only by a
ridge of sandy land, which runs across the two southern tabsils. It has been
ineluded among the submontane districts, merely because, in common with
others lying along the foot of the hills, it enjoys a slightly heavior rainfall
than the central districts of the Province. The prevailing soil is a level
alluvial loam, varied by occasional small tracts of stiffer clay, which again are
almost invariably found to be fringed by uneven land, more sandy in character
than the average loam. The clay lands are found in strips running down the
‘Dodb, along natural depressions, and where the clay is, there also lLalar, or salt
efflorescence, is sure to be found. In fertility there is not much to choose
‘between the three tahsils, but Amritsar is slighly superior to Tarn Téran,
,according to what may be taken as the general rule, that fertility decreases the
further a tract lies from the hills, Kalar is most prevalent in Ajnila, and
there are few villages which are free from it, but in the parts furthest from the
Ravi it eccurs side by side with lands as fertile as any in the district. Produc-
-tiveness in this tahsil decreases as the Riviis approached, however, and the
traot lying between the Sakki, a perennial stream flowing in a narrow bed
throughout the length of Ajndla, and the river Révi is of inferior quality. This
portion of the tahsil is a more recent formation. All but the eastern portion
of the Aniritear tahsil is secure from pronounced failure of crops, and even
‘that poxtion would oply suffer in abnormal years. Isolated parts of Tarn Téran,
‘where irrigation is scarce,"have also heen classed as insecure, and serious failure
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in Ajnala is confined to the precarious tract already mentioned as lying between
the Sakki and the Rdvi, and to certain viillages on the left bank of the Sakki.
Though provided with numerous wells, this tract in Ajndla is the weakest and
most ingecure in the district ; it may suffer alike from excess and failure of rain,
and the character of the people is not such as to enable them to tide over
difficulties with success. When referring to the asscssment imposed this sub.
ject will be noticed more in detail, but the above will sufficiently serve to
indicate the nature of the district. [urther details as to each tphsil will be
found in the printed Assessment Reports.

3. Up till nearly thirty years ago the Riya tahsil (otherwise known ‘as
the Nirowdl-Talwandi parganae) was neluded in Amritsar,
buat it is now counted in Sidlkot, Then frem 1867 to 1869
the experiment was tried of attaching the Batdla tahsil to Amritsar, but this
was found to be in many ways inconvenient, and it was restored to Gurddspur.
So from 1869 onwards, the district has gtood as it stands now, divided into
three tabsils. At present it contains 1,075 estates, and the total area is 1,558
squarc miles. The following are the details by tahsils :—

Arca and boundaries.

Total area Cultivatod ar
4 Number of : ; 1 areq

Tahsil. in aquaro in gquare

estatey. mifer, miles,

Amritsar ... 377 546 440
Tarn Thran 356 506 504
Ajnéla 342 116 958
Total distriet — 1,075 1,568 1,202

v

The proportion of cultivated to totnl aroa is thus 81, 85, and 62 per cent.,
respeetively, in the three tahsils.  All but two of the villages fronting tho Rivi
have fixed boundaries, and for purposes of jurisdiction the outer boundaries of
the Rivi villages have been declared te be the north-western boundary of the
district. The bonudary along the Beds river is liable to shift from year to
year, in accordance with mlc‘:s 1ai(! down in 1880, with the concurrence of the
Kapurthala Darbdr. Doubtful points are here enquired into and the boundary
revised, cach year, after the floods have gone down, by officers deputed from either
side, but this gives much trouble and it i3 believed a proposal is on foot to
make this a fixed boundary also.  Otherwise the limits of the district are not
likely to be altered again, and the only change in arcas will result from the
bringing under cultivation of a small part of the little enlturable waste that is
left : much of this waste i3 hard olay soil, only culturable if irrigution is,
extended and applied to it.  Dialluvial changes are few. '

4. The district is thickly populated and the pressure on the land is
becoming greater cvery year. Somethingis being done
in the way of sending settlers from*overcrowded villages
to colonize the Government wastes in Jhang and Gujrénwdla, but the relief thus
afforded is small, and in yoars to come the over-population of this and other
central districts, which have hcen steadily prospering since annexation, will
become a serious problem. Excluding the population of Amritsar and Tarn,

Tdran cities the latest figures show that to each square mile of total area there

arc in the throee tahsils 571, 497 and 540 souls. The figures per square mile of -
cultivation are of course greater and reach in Ajvdla the high rate of #72..
The rural population will probably increase far faster thaun cultivation, the
increase in numbers during the last decade having been 14,per cemtr It ig
fortunate, however, that the bulk of the land is in the bands of the best cultivat-

ing classes, for in Amritsar and Tarn Tdran, two-thirds, and in AjnEls one-half,
of the owners of land are Hindd Jats. Muhammadans are found most in'
Ajnéla, and there as elsewhere they are found to have gravitated towards the
rviver. This tabsil too is the one in which Mubammadan Réjpilts, and Ardine

Population and land
tranasfers.
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32. The material at first sight did not scem very promising, More
Qualiicatraneof the staf  Than half of the ficld kimingos belonging to the district
entertaiued. were reccutly promoted ]mtmms who had not served
before in a settlement.  The staff of extra field kindogos, which T eventually
got together, consistod of a few eflicient settlement munsarims, some bad bar-
gains from other Settlements, vaw appreutices trained for a short time in other
districts under settlement, others whose only qualification was that they were
well educated and had passed the kiuingos’ examination, and lastly patwiris
whom 1 protnoted myself.  These joined from time to timo during the hot
wgather of 1883, but the establishment was not complete until its close.
Indeed, the Kxtra Tah«ilddr of Tarn Téran, the tahsil whi(-h for several reasons,
appeared to e the one to be fiest taken in hand for assessment, dud not join
until July. e was the only one of the three Bxtra l‘dlx.\minm who had served
on the staft of a settlement before.

83.  The patwiri cstablishment was deseribed by the late Colonel Wace
Tho patwisi establsh. 88 goodh and mnusually well paid. Certainly it was botter
mont. than was to be found i most distriets of the Province at
the time, but it was not all; T think, well paiwd.  About a third were in receipt
of culy eight rupees a month, which, with wheat scelling at Irom 11 to 20 sérs
the rupee, is not sufficient pay.  Only four were Hindi writers, and the services
of these were soon dispensed with, 1 find (hat, of the 220 patwiris 1.ow borne
on the establishment, less than half were at work when settlement operations
began.  The rest have been promoted or transferved, have died, resigned,
retired with w gratuity, or been disnmissed for ineompetence or misconduoct.
A school for patwirls was opened during the first and second yearvs and many
good men were thus passed into the serviee  Kxaminations were also held during
two of the later years to test the knowledge of men who had worked in
the field as assistants and whom it was annecessary to pass through the school,
actual measurement and record work in the field being better training than any
a school could afford.  Throughout the aperatious the whole of the mapping,
measurement, and record work bas been done by the patwiris themselves, assisted
only im heavy or buckwurd eircles by men of the same elass (themselves candi-
dates for the post of patwdr) temporarily enterfained in order to push on the
work., Some small villages have been measured by officers under training,
Assistant and Katra Assistant Commissioners, and candidates for the post of
Ndib-Tah«ilddr and Kantdngo.  The staft of patwari: wag slightly inereased in
18K%8, in Tarn Tdran and Ajudla, but it was afterwards fonnd that, especially i
Tarn Tidran, some circles were still too large, and proposals for regrading the
patwiris, inereasing their pay, and further adding to their mumber, Tave latcly
been submitied to tho Fingneial Commissioner.  These havo been sanctioned,
and from October 1893 the number of patwiris will be 305, divided into three
grades, the pay of which will bo Rs. 14, Rs, 12 and Rs. 10 per mensem, respect-
tively. 1think it may now fairly be said that the district will be left with a
good and sufficiently puid establishment.

3t. Tho summer of 1888 was tuken up in revising pedigree tables,
Measuremonts ox  the  attesting mutations, and preparing a detailed edition of the
Bijusre Aystom annual record. Measuroments nominally began in Novem-
ber 1888, but with an untrained establishment of patwiéris, and one of kiningos
partially trained, progress was at first very slow, and the outturn so small that it
may be said the first cold weather was taken up With instruction. 1t was at first
intended only tv remeasure completely those villages in which the existing map
was originally incorrect, or which had changod much, owing to mtenmon of
eultivation or redisposition of fields in consequence of extended canal irrigation.
A trial was given to a system of amending field maps which was in use in Gurdds-
pur, and subsequently the Financial Commissioner desired us to try a systein
which wes in use in Sidlkot. Neither of these were found suitable, and finally
I obtaioed sanction to remeasure the whole district on what is known as the
aquare System. It was calculated that Tmendment would take almost as long
#b remeasurgyuent, if the time spent on deciding in each village what coarse was
to be pur was considered, and %vould be uusnmmctnry in the end as the
geale on: wlnch the existing maps were drawn (312 fect to the inch) was too
small ‘to *admit of amendments being properly shown. Survey numbers in
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41. Not much has been done in the way of reducing the number of
Reduction of sunvey nua-  SUCVEY numbers. At first starting some of the officors
bers. attempted to follow out to the letter the rule by which
each parcel of land lying in one spot, in the oceupation of ouc person, and held
under one title, was ordinarily to be measured as a separate survey number,
This produced most fantastic results, and even before the issue of the Financial
Commissioner’s Cireular (No. 46 of 1889, now para. 51 of Circular No. 25)
which allows the rule to be departed from in highly irvigated tracts, T had
dirceted the measuring parties to consider as a scparato survey number what,
the agriculturists themselves treated and spoke of as a field ov puili. The more
closely this direction is followed the more the map will present what in my
opinion it ought to preseut, ¢z, a photograph of the main features of the ground
as laid out for cultivation. The following figures will show how far reduction

was actually carried out :—

Amiifsi
Tarn Tiarns

Ajnila

Survey num- . ‘
Survey num- ;
bers as shown iyt 3 i [ Survey num.
. in the khava ; | bers aceording
Tahsil. [ the | in the Miasra =
of the scttle. gerdatcdrs Lo new
ment record of 1887 Lmeasutement,
of 1665 Il 5 ,
d40,608 ‘ 5,19,657 f 5,01,329
HSRE LS 1,090,497 1 4,92,765
2,82,106 : 462,368 l 3,86,100
Total ... % 12.20,003 l 14,78,022 l 3,580,187

The reduction was greatest in Ajndla. This oceurred chiefly n the waste.
At last scttlement a block of washe, such as are especially common in
Ajnidla, would be arbitravily broken up by the mapper into ten or twelve
portions, cych distinguizshed by n separato mumber. We have now broken
the block up as before, in order to ascevtain the aren of the whole morve
easily, but having doune so, the bLlock was set down as one number with
the sum of the areas ascertuined for the portions get against it.  In fact
almost tho whole of what reduction has been made has ocewred in waste, in
roads, canals, village sites, &e.  T'he abolition of the practice by which the small
uncultivated plots round the site, in which cattle are penned, manure stored,
and straw stacked, werc sho¥u in tho map, each under a separate number,
of itself accounts for much of the reduction.  All such plots have now been
thrown into the one large number called the Abadi deh, and in dispuies con-
cerning these small plote, the Civil Courts will have to refer back to the maps
and records of the settlement of 1865, for the new record will gvive them no

help.

The actual cost of the survey was about Rs, 32-8-0 per square
mile. In Gurddspur it was Rs. 26, the differenco being
due to the fact that in Amritsar there was more complete
remeasurement, and less amondment of existing maps. In Gurddspur too,
there was a fuller establishment and the work was more quickly done.

43. The Land Revenue Act of 1887 came into operation on the 1st of
November of that year. Settloment operations began
) nominally on the 15th February 1848, and the records
werg prepared in conformity with the rules framed under the Act, and we were
consequently not obliged to change the form of any of the records, when half
way thrgugh the work. While mapping, tho pat viri wrote up his field book,
a document which shows merely the fields stated in numerical order, with the
detail of the galculation necessary to arrive at the area, and the area arrived
at. There & also a'reference to the fdumber of the holding in which the field
appears ig the khatauni. The field book remains with the patwiri, while the
k’:atauni, which is merely a collection of holding slips used as the basis for

42,

Cost of the survey.

Prepuration of the record.
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water wus taken during the second harvest on the same land. This was over
and sbove the fixed bdrdni or unirrigated rate, and over and above the crop
water-rates charged as the price of water sold and delivered by the Irrigation
Department It was credited to land rovenue, the Irrigation Department
receiving a book-credit for the receipts. It bogan to be paid from the spring
harvest of 1869-70, and arrears for several preceding harvests were collecte
in instalments, and at a reduced rate.

56 In a note dated 4th June 1887, Major Ottloy, Superintending Engis

neer, Biri Dodb Circle, reviewed the whole system of

Abolition of camal wates  charging light water-rates and o separate water advantage
i ﬁe proposed that the system of charging double
rates, i.e., crop wator-rates, and harvest water-advantage rate, should be given
up, lis argument being that much unnecessary labour and expense was involyed
in preparing a double set of papers every lall-ycar, that the people had never
heco able to grasp the intricacies of the double charge, and that if water-
advantage rate was meant to catch a portion of the landlord’s profits arising
from the mereased letting value of land irrigated from the canal, it missed its
mark as, in practice, it was invariably paid by the tenant or occupier, and not
by the landlord. He proposed to raise the crop rates to a point nearly on a level
with those charged on other State canals in the Province, and to abolish water-
advantage rate altogether, thus simplifying accounts, doing away with an
anomaly- not understood by the people, and securing some uniformify in rates
with a slight increase in canal revenue. After some correspondence this
change was approved. A new scale of orop rates was fiamed, and waters
advantage rate, locally known as Lhush haisiyati, coased to be collected from lst
April 1891 (Punjab Governmeunt Notification No. 1810 I, dated 15th April 1891).

57. In proposing this change of system to tho Government of India,

Nehre gt proposcad 1118 Honor the ldicatenant-Governor, Sir James Lyall,

in place of canal wate-  wrote as follows (No. 5377 1, dated 2nd October 1890,

bt T from Secretary to Government, Punjab, Public Works
Department, Irrigation Branch).

“In addition to the ncw occupier’s rate, to be levied as usual on crops
“irrigated from the canal in each harvest, Sir James Lyall would impose on
¢ canal irrigated lands, not assessed at wet rates for land revenue, a fixed nakri
“assessmont similar to a chilhi assossment : this assessment would be imposed
“by the Sottlement Officers under the name of water-advantage or nahri
¢ khush haisiyati rate (which is the phrase in force to describe the present
“fluctuating water-advantage land revenue rate) and would be put on like land
“revenue, but would be kept scparate in account, and in the ddchh it would
“De assessed on all land which hasthe power fo take canal water and Las
¢ occasionally takhen it. The rate might vary from circle to circle, and from
¢ yillage to village, according to the certainty of the irrigation, and the difference
“Dbetween the renting value of unirrigated land, and the prevailing renting value
“ of caual irrigated land in the circle or village : but it would have to be assess-
“ed very leniently with refecence to the concurrent raising of ocoupier’s rates,
“and of dry land revenue assessment; and if canal water were cut off from
“any land, or if the owners of any land declined to take canal water in future,
“and applied, it would bave to be remitted. The rate would be fixed for the
“term of the new settlement, probably only tweuty years, and should be col-
“lected exactly like ordinary land revenue, but the canal would receive a back
“ credit for the nmount collected in each year.

‘ The land revenue assessment of canal irrigated villages would be &
“ real dry rates, deduced from the rates for neighbouring villages, not firi
“Ig the canal, though to some extent affected by propinguity b
“ Well lands would be assessed at chaht rates, unless the wel} mw

,

‘¢ entirely, or almost entirely, in favour of the canal, in which oagg.
“ would come under the nahri assessment.”

Ii was further proposed that the grant of this nahré
should be governed by the same¢ rules a8 were in force
to them of the abolished water-advantage rate.
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67. Whatever the correct estimate of the rise in prices muy be it Lad
. . always to be considered, in dealing with the question of
asons which operated s
to prevent a full revenno bhe enhancement due on this and the other grounds stated
“:;*';!:ﬁ::::; aa indieated  ghove, that the cost of cultivation, and living, and the
standard of comfort, had risen in almost an equal ratio,
and that the rise had been guing on for a lengthened peviod of time. It had to
be borne in mind that the district is one peopled, not by tenants holding undor
great landlords, but by peasant proprictors among whom it is the exception
to find men with more land than is necessary for the support of themselves and
their families. Though undonbtedly prosperous, the chief complaint to be
heard among them is tho increasing pressure of the population on the land.
Tenants of course are to be met with in all villages, but thege are mostly cither
propriotors cultivating on {he larger holdings of their brethren, in order to eko
out the means of subsistence, or village monials who live elose and arc ready to
pay high rents, men with few resources and no eapital to fall back on, when
crops fail.  The rents paid by hoth elasses, and ospecially the menial elass, are
high, whether they are taken in eash or kind, but it was felt that it would be
unsafe to assess up to the point whieli these vents, taken as they stand, would
scem to show might be approached. Lastly, the ordeis received enjoined
distinet moderation in assessment. both in reviewing the existing rates on well-
irrigated and bdrdni land and in applying the new rate in ecanal-watered  tracts,
Here there was no such increase of cultivation as would justify more than a
nomiral enhancement, especially as in o many villages tLe expiving asscssment,
had been a progressive one, and thus it was 1wty possible fo advance, as a
reason for increasing revenue, the one argument which the landowners recog-
nizo as just. Argamecuts based on inadequacy of existing  demand, o on a rige
in prices of produce are not usually regarded by the cultivator as convincing.

The assersment of {ho 68. I now pass on to consider the assessment of
Tarn Tdran tahuil cach tahsil in detail.

The first talsil taken up for reassessment was Tarn Tiran. This was
the tract assessed by Mr. Blyth, Mr. Davies’ Assistant at tho regular settle-
ment of 1852. 1t had been more evenly and fanly treated at the summary
settlement than the other two tahsils, and Mr. Blyth’s assessment was a judiciouns
one in every way. He had an intimate knowledge of the trast, was well-known
and liked by the people, and they had cvery confidence i him,  To this day
the regular settlement of the Manjha is associated with his name. Mr.
Prinsep, though his standard of assessment was lower, practically retained
Mr. Blyth’s demand, only redistributing it where it had proved to be unequal,
Tarn Tdran has always been looked on as the least forward of the three tahsils,
the one in which most deveélopment was to be looked for, and there is no doubt
that its proximity to the then arid tracts in Kasir kept it from heing more
heavily rated. It hac already becn described in this report and it will here be
only necessary to repeat that it does not lend itself easdy to subdivision into
circles. The Bet Bangar was marked for separation by the formation of the
riverain villages, almost cvery one of which possesses some of the saildb land
below the cliff, that least liable to river action being furnished with wells, and
baving also a largo arca above the ecliff cut into ravines near the edge, and
further back partaking of the general character of the Manjha.  There is no
prominent feature in the Manjhu which could be adopted as the dividing line
between the upland circles, and accordingly the arbitrary line fixed in 1365
was maintained, which had to the north-east the Upper Manjha witli its finer
8oil and advanced cultivation, frecdom from kalar, and better stuples, and on the
rother side the Central Mdujha, which ig further from markets, where the better
crops, suc&as cane, «re little grown, where the soil i8 not so fortile, wells aro
often brackish, and Lelar more frequent. The whole Mdnjha might well have
beén formed into one assessmoent circle, and, given an intimate knowledge of
individual villages on the part of the assessing officer, coulil well have been
nspeaped with ene sot of rates, though necessarily they would have bad to be
widely departed from in village to village asscssment. I drew altention iu my

to this and to how what differences there were, between the Upper and
Oentral Manjhds, had been obscured by the spread of canal-irrigation. 1t is to
this that the rapid development of the tabsil is cliefly traceable, leading the
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the effect of bringing out a jama of Rs. 4,00,244, giving an increase of nearly
Rs. 97,000, or 32 per cent. against 23} per cont. proposed by me, with an
incidenoe per acre on cultivation of Re. 1-3-10 against annas 15-1 before.
Measuremonts had not been completed by the time the report was submitted,
nor indeed when the revenue was announced. Consequently the soil areas given
in the report were partly those ascertained by new measurements, and partly
reproduced from the old jomabandi. The effect of new measurement was
usually to bring out a larger irrigated area, and although the rates approved
by Government, when applied to the aveas reported, brought out a demand
of just four lakhs, still when applied to the more correct arcas ascertained by
November 1891, they brought out one of Rs. 4,07,310. However as four
lakhs had been first fixed on as a fair demand, and my rates altered so as to
produce this sum, I did not. consider that 1 was required to take the extra Rs.
7,310, and arranged my village assessments so as to bring out an even sum of
four lakhs. As a matter of fact I applied the rates strictly to the latest
ascertained arcas of the Upper Minjha civele, more than strictly to those
of the Bet Béngar, and gave the velief to that part of the Central Mdinjha which
used to be known as the Khira Minjha (whero wells are brackish and crops
least secure) and to the villages lying along the Kasir border. The exact
figures will bo seen from a statement to be given further on.

71. Therevenue rates sanctioned for the tahsil were as given in the table

Raios sauctioned for Tarn  PPIOW.  The extra nakri rates were of course the differ-

Tiran snd areas to which  ence between the nalri and bdrdnt rates given in the

upplied. table. The saildba rate was not to be applied to nowly-

formed lands, which, at the annual enguiry into the results of dialluvion, had

been alrcady rated according to their capacity, until they should change for
better or worse :—

IRRIGATED
AssessMeNT CIgCLE, S“'I‘:)’_’“t"r Biirdui or dry.
From wolls. | From canals. morgt.
Re. w. p. s 8. p. Re. a. p. Rs. a. p.
Upper Manjha e 200 190 140 130
Centra) Minjha 1 90 1 40 0 150
Bet Bingar e e 1 140 110 140 0 320

and the areas to which they were actually applied were as under, in acres :—

IRRIGATED

Saildba or
AssxsgurNt CIRCLE. BIOLEL.
From wells, | From canals,

Bérfini or dry.

Uppor Ménjha P T 20,647 30,514 658 66,316
Central Minjha 30,610 52,085 64,318

»
Bet Biangar ay  wa w 2,379 5,024 6,15). 15,240
Total Tahsl Tarn I'iran 72,636 87,623 6,809 1,65,874

The increase In cultivated area since last setyletper_xh had been only & per
cent. Quite two-fifths of the cultivated area 1s wn.ga.t,ed. It was doubtful
how far i_n«gation had increased owing to the way the irrigated arca was treated
in 1865, but irrigation from the canal had more than trebled, while the number
of wells in use, had, owing to wilful closure, even fallen off.
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which fell on cultivation at 9 and 7} annas an acre respectively.  These he
at the south-west corner, where water i3 so brackish and lies so decep as to be
ureloss for irrigation, and they had not ab that time been reached by the canal.
In these two villages, lightly assessed as they were, the whole of the rabi
demand of 1892 had subsequently to be remitted, as, owing to drought, they
had really reaped no crop at all for two successivoe harvests. From tho above
it will be seen that the villages in the circle vary more widely than those of tho
Upper Mdnjha, and it was necessary to depart in individual villagos more
froquently from the standard given by sanctioned rates. As a whole the
enhancement was patiently submitied to as inevitable, and the knowledge that
a still larger enhancemeont was being taken at the same time in Kasdr helped
to reconcile the people to the increase. As a fact, however, the increase was
mainly justified in Kasiir by a large extension of cultivation, a factor which in
the Central Mdnjha was comparatively unimportant.  Five villages filed objoc-
tions to the demund announced.  In one ecase (Bhuchar Khurd) 1 allowed a
reduction of Bs. 100; the other fonr objrctions were refused.  In these four
cases appeals were preferred and rejected by the Commissioner.  Jt was
natural that there should be moro objections in the cirele than in the Upper
Minjha. Not only was the enbhancewment larger, hut the distribution brought
out much larger inercases in some villages than others. I find thoe landowner
in this district will cheerfully go on paying what is really a full assessment, so
long as hig immediate neighbours have to do tho same, hut once the jama of a
village is raised to a pitch not reached by those rouud it, the iuncrcase begins
to be grumbled at, and objected to, ;
75, Tho Bet Bingar T have already suficiently deseribed. It is a small
circle consisting of only 27 esiates.  As a gencral rule
Assossmens of tho Dot those highest up the river are the best, but they vary much.
Biangar cncle. g 5 . ; /

1 found it necessary to inspect them  twice before 1 could
foel T had properly estimated the revenue paying capacity of each.  The upper
or Bingar land is much the same in all; but those lying furthest up the river
have more wells in the Bidngar than those lower down, and the wells too are
there apt to be brackish.,  The best are those which have a considerablo area
of pualka Bet land, thrown up many years back, which is often found to coutain
numecrous weils, closely erowded together, as in Vairowal and Munda. 1t was
noticed, in the Govarmment review of my 1cport, that it would have been better
if I had proposed separate chdli rates for the Biugar and Bet.  This matter
was attended to m village to village assessment, and I took ecare to value less
highly the chdhi land of those estates whose wells lic mostly in the Bingar.
My second ingpection of these villages led me to bolieve that wy proposals for
the circle were somewhat toosleniont, and 1 accordingly took Rs. 600 more than
the amount indicated by rates. T should have been justified in tuking as much
as thig bolow the jama given by the rates, as it was not intendod that the full
saildba rate should bo spplicd to the newly thrown up lands in the Bet, which
had been assessed at lower rates per acre at the lust disalluvial enquiry, hut, as
it was, no havdship was done by slightly exceeding the sum I was expeeted to take.
In the end I actually took KRsx. 20,667 enbancing the former demand of

Rs. 22,706 by Rs. 6,771 or 27 por cent,

76, In ome very poor village 1 reduced the revenue.  In cleven T either
" retaincd the existing demand op enhanced it by 10 per
cvenns rates how f{kr . ; -
departed fram in nawss- CENt. or Jess. In four the increase was as much as H0
;‘ﬁ":;u“;t;m‘f*dm B%  por oont., and the rest werp assessed at or about the
i wmount called for by the sanctioned rates.  Tho iucidenco
@oracre ranged from Re, 1-5-6 to 11] annos an ueve. The two villages lowest
dovm the riger, Kamboh and Kiridn, though both assessed below rates, were
perbaps a little hardly treated, but neither villags objocted and hoth own good
Jot Jand in Kaporthala, besides having a considerable extent of grazing land
assessed, Lying just at the junction-of the Beds and

whish was not s 'a&lg
Batiey, i is ir land may be considerably improved by summer floods,

their- Bdngar lands may be rendered more secure, if a pending pro-
ol them with canal water is carried out. Two out of the 27 villages,
fruiihall, presénted objections which T was unable to entertain. 1
sa¥ ahid pat appeal, Both are above the average of the circle, Bhail 1n
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particular, and I believe the people of Johal were only led to object hy seeing

the lenient treatment of the villages lower down the river, and in the hope that .
they might be included in that half of the circle.

B ey oF volibia b 77. I attach a table which sums up the results
sstosswont, Tarn Técan  of the new assessment for the whole Tarn Téran tahsfl—

. ok T
Ruevesve nerorg | AssussMENT Report | REVENUE ACTUATLY | INCREASE BY NEW
REVISION, RSTIMATES. IMPOSED ABSESSMENT,
Agsmssment Cirone. : ! ;
Rate per Half | Revenue Rate per Rate
Axwount. acre agseta rate Amount. |acre culti-fAmount.| per
cultivated. | estimate, | estimate. vated. cent.
Rs. Bs. 6. p. | - Re. Rs.. Ra. Re. a. p. Rs.
Upper Ménjha ... w ] 146843 ( 1 2 6] 242,842 | 1865661 186219 ( 1 7 5] 80,876 27
.
COentral Ménjha ... we | 134002 | 012101 2,55543 | 191,842 1 1,846907 | 1 1 8 50,605 a8
Bet Bingar 227961 012 8 46,888 28,912 200667 1 0 5] 6N 27
Total Tahsil Térn Téran, ] 2,03,641 | 015 1] 545,268 | 407310} 400483 1 3 10} 96,842 82

78. The distribution over® holdings occupied a considerable time in

Distibution of revene  Larn Tdran. The work wus new to all but a few of the
over holdings in Tarm gtaff. Some part of the tahsil yet remained to be measur-
Tiean. ed, and in those villages, mostly large and important, the
new areas had not been ascertained. The time was short, for the revenue of
~ last village was announced on the 2nd of December, and the usual dates for

ying in revenue for the kharif were the 15th December and 15th Febnﬁ‘y
Eai‘ttle progress had been made beforehand in ascertaining the method of dis- Y
tribution, for it was impossible to withdraw the superior officers from su
vision of measurements. All these reasons led to the work of distribution being
rather hurried over, and the new revenue due for the first harvest was not full
collected till May. The work was not always so correct as I could have W’Bhed):
but it was again checked when the staff had more leisure and errors corrected
where they came to light. But these are difficulties which will always be met ;
with when orders are received only a very short time before the time fixed for  «
collection, and there has not been time to finish the measurements. The
difficulty in the work of distribution was increased by the fact that in Tarn =
Téran two-fifths of the area is irrigated. o R SR :

79. At the time of announcement I had no certain knowledge how the
Wells how trested jn people would distribute revenue over their wells. For the
dlsgibution. . . ast 27 years ﬂw{ bad known no other gmm but that of
putting a lump sum on each well, to be paid by the owners of the well +
ing to the share in it held by each, and it was therefore probable 1
elect to continue this system, which, after all, is the ‘most equitable
assessing the profits of well irrigation. Accordingly, when

,,,,,,,
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revenue of each village, I intimated the sum which
of the difference between the chdhi and the bdrdnt sa
tained chdhi area of the estate. This was meant

~making the distribution, and as a maximum
~ except in very special cases. If the peopl
- tem, the sum of the abidna on all the w

fortunately some officers made th :
imposed which should equal
were not made clearly to w

Fa
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- own method and also, if they could, to determine the amount they would Eﬂt on
~ * their wells. This led to the wells in a number of villages being rated higher
B + than the pooﬁfe if left to themselves would have chosen to do (though not higher
7% than the wells could bear) for with very few exceptions they elected to bichh
lump sums on their wells. The error was discovered in time, and the distribu-
tion details revised, and the discontent which would possibly have been caused
~was thus averted. For it soon became evident that the people were most averse
to putting heavy sums on their wells, or rating them at anything like the figure
* ‘brought out by the sanctioned chdhi rate. They had got accustomed to Mr.
+ Prinsep’s lenient well assessment, and at once took alarm at any suggestion that
Rs. 18 or Rs. 20 was a proper sum for an average well to pay, as representing
the excess profit of chdhi over bdrdniland. And they ave no doubt right, for
even if it be admitted that a well without defects and watering an average area
could easily pay Rs. 18 in excess of the hdrdni rate, even this would be a con-
~siderable burden for the owners to pay should the well fall in during the term
of settlement, and they be unable at the time to replace it. It was found then
that they preferred to put smaller sums; say Rs. 10 and Rs. 12 on their wells,
and add the difference to that portion of the revenue which was bdchhed at one rate
over all the cultivated land of the village. Often the people would settle among
themselves what sums would be debitable to the several wells, and, tvhere they -
could agree, they generally did it fairly, being the best judges. Their appraise-
. nt was of course tested to see that injustice was not done to any particular
| well, or to any clags, such as occupancy tenants, who could not easily make their
complaints heard. In other cases, where the people could not agree, either
arbitrators were appointed, or an inquiry was made by an Assistant Collector
into the area and ocircumstances of each well, and on their reports I passed
orders., There were of course many factors to be considered, such as the dis-
tance of the well from the site, the age, condition and depth of the well, the
number of owners, whether it was worked in both harvests or one, whether the
water was sweet or brackish, whether the recorded area was exaggerated or -
reasonable, the quality of the soil and so forth. Difficult questions arose as to the
irrigating capacity of double wells, as to auxiliary wells founded by a few sharers
~~ who would not forego their rights in the parent well, and objected to pay a
' share of the dbidna of both, and as to wells which were only occasionally worked
orwing‘to the canal. But eventually these were all settled, the principle being
keﬁ in view that it was safer to ratc a well at a moderate sum than to run the
risk of overburdening it in the future. 1t was noticeable that villages some-

- times unanimously elected to retain the dbidna of last settlement unchanged, or
 to assess each well at exactly the same sum, even though this distribution was
~ not quite equitable, giving as a reason that once they began to make alterations,

- ordraw distinctions, they would be launched into a dispute. Others again
~ insisted vehemently that wells knowingly thrown out of use should be brought
> the bdchh. A compromise was usually in such cases effected by putting on
inal sum. ~Altogether some 2,500 wells had to be rated, and in the end
were rated, I think, fairly enough. After all, one well does not differ
n another very much in the Mdnjha circles, but I think the tendency of all
to let off the best wells, and not make sufficient allowance for the
They are often satisfied with proposing a difference of a couple of
ten would more fairly represent the difference in value.

mm‘y the nahri parta which [ thought suitable to each
' ’  was announced with the joma. Jt was explained
this was not a rate which they were in any way bound
pt, but that they were free to treat their %gm

- M. “h ;
Govern-
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varied from 9 to 4 pies a kandl, equivalent to 7} and 3} annas an acre. The
rate and resulting amount for the village has been entered in Euglish in eve
case in the village note-book. It was found that in every case the peop
accepted the rate 1 had fixed as the ove to be used in distribution. The rate
was undeniably light and bore hardly on no one, and to adopt it saved them
the trouble of fixing one for themselves, and all chance of dispute. The rate
was applied to all such land as had been recorded as nalri at measurements,
and T do not remember.any village electing to distribute on shares in the outlet.,
Objections by individual proprietors were not so numerous as I had anticipated,
and as the directions allowed the imposition of the rate even on land which had
only been occasionally irrigated, few of these objections were admitted. The
total sum put upon the tahsil in its nalri aspect was Rs. 28,300,

81. One feature of the distribution in Tarn Tiran was the frequentfly -
expressed desire, that what colturable woste was left
ghould be brought into the kdckkh. 1t was not uncommon
to find a majority of the sharers insisting that it should be rated equally with
bdrini enltivated land. This was only allowed where it was clear that owners
of excellent banjar land had been holding it up until all danger of its beir:g
assessed should be past. In other cases the rate usually allowed was one-four

of that on bdrdni land. The inclusion in assessed area of waste in the Bel was
discouraged. It is almost always shdmildt, and to assess it leads to confusion

in future years when it is broken up.

Banjar how far nesessed.

82. 1 do not know that I need euter into details showing how the rest of
Other matters comnected  1he Tevenue was distributed. Differential soil rates, as on
with distibution. tibba-and maira, were rarely adopted, nor were they often
necessary. Where the existing method was departed from, the change was
generally in the direction of the abandonment of distribution by shares, and the
adoption of a bdchh based purely on possession. Shares had become confused
by sales, acquisition by Government, and the like, and now correspond less than
before with possession, and the general drift was towards a bdchh strictly
according to possession. The distribution of the nalsri parta which was essen-
tially according to possession, helped to bring this about. The revenue of
cultivated shamildt lands was in most cases to be paid by those temporarily in
possession, the proviso being recorded that this arrangement was only to last till
partition, and did not effect the right of the co-sharers to demand partition*
according to the original ancestral shares, even where these had altogether been
lost sight of in distributing the revenue.

83. All villages elected to pay their revenue half in kharif and half in
Revenuo instalments in th€ rabi, each instalment being divided again into two.
Tarn Tiran, The tahsil was severely tried by the failure of rain in
Kharif 1891, and Rabi 1892, the two first harvests for which the enhanced
demand was collected, Lut it has come out of the difficulty well, and I do
not thiuk there was auy real difficulty in either paying or obtaining eredit. The
next two harvests have been excellent, especially the rabi, which is the main-
stay of the taheil. The only relief given in Rabi 1892 was the remission of the
- entire harvest demand in Mairdna and Jauneki, which had had absolutely no
crop for two harvests. ‘

84. The Amritsar tahsil was the next taken up for assessment. It is
Asessment  of the larger and more important than Ajuéla and it was certain
Amritenr tahsil. to yield a larger increase. It is unnecessary to describe
it in detail, for in its general features it closely resembles Tarn '1% below it
and Batila above it, all three tahsils being segments of the Béri Dodb. To part
adopt the words of Mr. Davies, there is the narrow strip of Bet land below the
Dhaia, the high bank of the Beids with its fine seil, but difficultand scanty
irrigation, the Patti drainage line, the sandridge with its “ light soil sinking h
and there into hollows ” the Rasir nala, the more clayey tract formerly trave
by the Hasli Channel, and now profusely irrigated by numer
tl‘)ve main branch of the canal, aligned 80 as to avoid, as far
Hudidra drainage line, which, commencing above Majitha, p:
round the central mart of Amritsar city, and then the more 8
municating with the Mdnjha. It is held by the same hardy ra
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«  which is fountl insthe Mgnjha, though they press more closely on the soil and
are less given to military service, But it has a more plentiful rainfall than the
Minjha, and a larger number of wells, and consequently grows better staples,
more cane, wheat and vegetables, less gram and rape, and higher rents are
taken. Development has been less recent, communications are more extensive,
canal irrigation is found confined to one tract instead of being met with over
most of the tahsil area, and markets are more accessible. Hence it has always

_paid a higher revenue, and has generally been looked upon as a mare settled
*and prosperous tract. Finally, alienation has been more general, and we find
7 per cent. of the cultivated area has been sold, and 12 per cent. is in the hands
of mortgagees, among whom the professional money-lender is a more promi-
pent figure. The grounds for demanding enhanced revenue were the same a8
in Tarn Tdran, but the increase in cultivated area had been larger and amounted
t0'13 per cent. as against 8 per cent. in that tahsil.

85. The internal features being few and not prominent, the division
Assessment circles in  IntO assessment circles is to a certain extent m-bit;mry,
Amritsar tabsil. following partly such variation in soil as i3 met with, but
more often variation in the employment of artificial irrigation. Thus we have
the Bet Bangar circle which has a fine loamy fertile soil, but deep and costly
awells, the large Jandidla circle: comprising the sandridge and the blocks of
maira land on either side of it, and intersrersed among the lines of sandy
country, with a fringe of canal irrigated villages on the right of the Kasir
.mala. Then the Nahri circle advantaged, as the name implies, by canal
irrigation, but also provided with numerous wells, Here the large blocks of
bdrdni land devoted to jowdr and pulses, wheat and gram, are rarely found and
the cultivator depends mainly on one or other kind of irrigation. Lastly the
strip of country known as the Mirinkot circle® on the west side of the Hudidra
drainage line, lying high, with inferior soil, more scanty and difficult irrigation,
and few canal advantages. Within each circle it has to be remembered that the
villages at the lower end, that touching Tarn Tidrand, are less able to pay a high
revenue than those on the border of Batila lying nearer to the hills. 1'he one
exception 1s the ring of villages placed immediately round Amritsar city where
land is, owing to artificial causes, more productive and valuable.

86. I inspected the villages of the Amritsar tahsil in the winter of

- ffepection ol villuges 1890, and the spring and early summer of 1871. The

[submission of Aesess- season was a favourablegone, and T saw the tahsil at its

Mt Sapart. best. My notes wero written up in the village note-hooks

during the summer, and orders as to the assessment circles obtained. The

rt was submitted in December 1891, 1t could have been prepared earlier,

- but I had been unofficially ipstructed to await the issue of orders on my Tarn

Tdran Report, before framing proposals as to Amritsar, and those orders were

received late in November 1891. It was advisable to first see what additional

orders might be passed as to the new nahri parta, and whether, in my proposals

a8 to Tarn I'ivan, I had rightly interpreted the intentions of Government as to
. the pitch of that rate, for on this point we had so far nothing to guide us.

187. {made out a detailed produce estimate for the tahsil, assuming
~ Assessment proposed for ~ yields higher than those assumed for Tarn Tdéran. The
: Amritear. - assumed yields were based on the resalts of experiments
~ carried out on 399 acres of crop, supplemented by what I learnt from frequent
- personal ﬂlry These yields were thought by the Commissioner and
nmissioner to be reasonuble “perhaps rather full.” A liberal
~allow y made for menials’ dues, and the sanctioned prices applied to the
emaind the gross produce, four-fifths of the jowdr erop being classed as
“ odder, arn Téran, and along with all other fodder and straw, being left
ot - The full ga.lf-amt hypothetical jama which was thus worked
“ to 1 lose on 8 lakhs, Cash rents, which are paid on more than a

ltivated area by tenants-at-will, indicated that a full jama

8 lakhs. The actual revenue which I proposed to take

ucting Rs. 2,100 to allow for protective leases
9,46,181, giving an immediate increase of

e < “ :
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88. Subsequently, both the Commissioner and  Finaneial Commissioner
Ordors pussod on Assess. T0arched through the tahsil in the very dry winter of 1892,
ment Report. and it is possible their estimate of non-canal-irrigated
circles was affected by seeing how miserably the crops had failed on the sand-
ridge, and in the Baugar, for the Financial Commissioner reduced my rate for
each soil in the Jandidla circle by one anna. 1t was thought that my nakri
rate was relatively too severe in the Nahri circle, and this too was reduced from
Rs. 2-5-0 to Rs. 2-4-0 or by one anna an acre. It was not specially said that
the dbi rate was to be similarly reduced in this circle, but I have assumed that®
this was meant, as my proposal was to have the same rate for dbi as for nahri
land. There was some doubt as to the nahri rate in the Mirdnkot circle. I
had proposed Re. 1-13-0 an acre, which was accepted by the Commissioner.
The Financial Commissioner, from para. 15 of his review, appears to have figst
agreed with the Commissioner, and then decided to reduce the rate to Re. 1-9-0,
as this is the rate quoted in the table given in para. 15, and nsed in working out
the circle jamas sanctioned in para. 17. I have assumed that I was intended
to apply the rate of Re. 1-9-0, and that my proposed rate was reduced by
4 annas accordingly. The difference caused is only Rs. 514. The proposals of
the Financial Commissioner were in the end approved by the Lieutenants
Governor, who nevertheless appears to have thought the pitch of the assessment '
was unduly low. As in the case of Tarn Tidran, it was held that the exceptional
circumstances of the tenancies paying cash rents precluded an approach to the
figure indicated as a full half assets revenue by those rents, and as the pitch of
the asscssment tallied with that in the Batdla tahsil on the one side, and Tarn
Tdran on the other, it was agreed that to push up the assessment proposed for
Amritsar would create an awkward contrast and be open to serious objection.
The orders reached me in November 1892 (Secretary’s letter No. 118 of
8th November) or ten months after the submission of the report. I fortunately
had most of the village jamas ready and began announcing the next day.

89. The revenue rates sanctioned for the tahsfl
were ag follows ;~

Rates sanctioned and
areas to which applied.

1

IRRIGATED
AssEssMENT CIRCLE. 8niliba or | Bdrédni or dry,
From tanks moist.
From wells, | From canal, or city
. sewage drain,
Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. ‘Rs. a. p.
Bet Bangar 2 4 0 112 .0 A 2 00 160
Jandidla ... o 2 6 0 E S ol oo 16 0
T I e WS A S 214 0 2 40 2 40 . 180
Mirdokot ... e 2 60 1. 9.0 Fit “ 16 0
and the areas to which these rates were applied were as under :— |
IRRIGATED
Sailiba Biréni
AssessueNt CIRCLE. From tanks Jor r - PR
From From or moist, dry.
wells. canal. city sewage s
m, : PR
BRI 1 R e e 10,636 1088 1 R
Jandidla 52,850 1R.078: 4 g e «u :
Nabri B e 7 0. (i 32,840 23,644 01 1 .
Mt .
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Land was clussed in the record as dbi in all circles; but, save in the Nahri
circle, it was thrown in for assessment purposes with bdrdni, and no special rate

«  was proposed. The most of the dbi in the Nahri circle is rich sewage-irrigated
land in Amritsar Khis and estates close to it, which grows fine tobacco crops,
and it was accordingly proposed to assess it at the same rate as nahri land. The
rest is land near chambhs in mauzds Bhangdli and Vaddla Viram, which is
regularly watered by lift or by water channels.

. 90. No difficulty was experienced in assessing the Bet Bdngar circle.
. Assessment of Bet Bén- The villages differ very little from each other in soil and
war circle. natural advantage, and there was not much reason for

departing from eanctioned rates. The villages nearest the Dhaia have of course
the deepest wells, and bad to be leniently treated. Only nine were fouund to
have any assessable saildba land, and more than half of what is found lies in one
village, Sheron Bégha. The better cane grown in the estates nearest the Ridrki
tract in Batdla had to be considered. But there is barely any tibba or kalar;
the increase in cultivated area since last settlement was only 7 per ceut., and the
margin for future expansion is extremely small. The bulk of the circle is a
smooth plain of firm soil, owned by Jats of the best type, who have no land to
spare for outside tenants.

In two villages I gave slight reductions in redistributing the demand.
The extreme depth of the wells had not T thought been sufficiently considered
in one, and the other seemed to be hearing more than its share of the cirele
revenue. 'The greatest increase was in the small village of Madh (53 per cent.)
in Budha Theh and in Khabba (45 per cent.), where there had been consider-
able breaking up of waste. In only three others did it exceed 30 per cent.
Two villages were assessed more than 20 per cent. below rates, and one, Satbiila,
in which the revenue was practically retained nnaltered, stood at more than that
amount above rates. I exacted .within Rs. 40 of the total revenue indicated by
the sanctioned rates and the total sum announced for the circle waz Rs. 73,090,
an increase of Rs. 9,100 or 14 per cent. on the former revenue, giving an
incidence of Re. 1-8-9 per cultivated acre. There were no objections, and the
people generally considered they had been leniently assessed.

91, The Jandidla circle is the largest in the district containing 199

Assessment of Jandigla estates and presents considerable diversity of soil. The

circle. part lying uearest the Batdla border is the most fertile

and grows the best class of crops. Much of the central tract is sandy soil,

and fertility is lower again as the Minjha is approached. It is a large and

somewhat unmanageable circle, but if any attempt had been made to break

it up into smaller circles with separate sets of rates on account of soil varia-

tions, these would have besome too pumerous to be easily treated from an

assessment point of view. In village assessment I roughly separated the

estates into groups, based mainly on the prevalence of kalar or tibba, proportion

of valuable crops grown, average pitch of rents, and so forth, and 1 knew

within these limits how far I could ordinarily go with safety above rates,

- but this has to be done in reassessing every large circle, and I need not give

further details of this grouping here. I know I should have to assess here more

closely than in Tarn Tdran, and my village inspection had consequently been

more minute, s0 I was able tocarry out this grouping of villages more thoroughly

than I had attempted in Tarn Tiran. The circle showed an increase of 15

per cent. in cultivated area, and a large increase in the number of wells, while

a special feature was the extent to which the doubling of well wheels had been

carried. More than a fifth of the total cultivated area is in the hands of tenants

paying cash rents, and the rates taken were often a valuable guide in fixing the

revenue of individual villages. The revenue actually announced was Rs.

- 2,566,442 which was only 3 -per cent. below the jama by rates, involving an

increase of Rs. 41,086, or 19 per cent., with an incidence of Re. 1-12-8 per
cultivated acre. :

| . 92. T reduced altogether in six villages, but in no case by more than

 Rateshow far followea J per cent. These were either estates lying close to the

ot To- o e el border of the Bingar circle, or in villages where the

andidle oir 3 ~ existing demand seemed to press heavily on the tibba soil.

~ The largeBt increase was 86 per cent., and in 15 otber estates it was more than

¥ o
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60 per cent. In 22 it was merely nominal. The incidence ranged from Rs. 2-8-0
an acre to Re. 1-2-0 and was highest in the canal estates on the right of the
Kastir nale and up round by the Batila border. Three villages filed objections.
In all of these the revenue had been raised by half as much again, and the
increase was justified by high rents and a large increase in cultivation. The
applications were rejected. One village (Chdpa) appealed unsuccesstully.
From all I have since heard 1 believe the villages are satisfied with the way the
increase was distributed. Those least satisfied are the nalri villages near,
Kathu Nangal, whose profits are really on a par with what are obtained in the
Nahri circle. They had hitherto escaped, through being assessed at or about
Mr. Prinsep’s rates for the Jandidla circle, but I tock, in most of them, more
than my rates demanded. T might bhave taken more in the villages near Mahta
without causing any dissatisfaction, and some on the Tarn Tiran border near
Jandidla are spoken of as having got off easily. In these I wished to maks the
incidence approximate to that of the neighbouring estates in Tarn Tdran, but
my object was not fully understood. Many of these latter grow large areas of
fodder crops, which are in a good year brought to market in Amritsar, and it is
possible T underestimated the resulting profits. The relief was general that
the revenue would be raised 4 annas in the rupee, which was the rate of enhance-
ment in Batila and in the Upper Midnjha of Tarn Tdran, and almost all villages
would have accepted this without actual protest. The average landholder’s
horizon is the boundary of his own village, and they are slow to recognize that
an increase of this amount (25 per cent.) is more equitably obtained by an
enhancement the rate of which necessarily varies widely in different villages.

93. A description of the general features of the Nahri circle will be found
The Nabri circle of 10 para. 104 of the Amritsar Assessment Report. 1t is not
Amritsar. an easy tract to describe, and the account I gave of it can=
not well be condensed further. Roughly, for assessment purposes, it might be
divided into four blocks. That to the north nearest Batdla is one of the richest
parts of the district, profusely irrigated, and with hardly a weak village in it.
Lower down lalar becomes more frequent, mixed up with cultivated portions, of
which the fertility is little inferior to that further north, and which grow great
crops of rice. Next comes the city and the estates lying round it, where the value
of the land is artificially enhanced by being near a great market, and where
orchard and market gardening is carried to perfection. Lastly the villages
between the city and the Mdnjha in which kalar is rare, gardening ceases, but
wheat produce 18 rich and valuable. The increase in cultivation, 11 per cent.,
has not been an important factor. Wells are ghallow, and irrigation from these
and the canal extends to four-fifths of the area. Rents and the value of land
are higher than in any part of the district, and alignation has been rapid. The
revenue has always been high, and the incidence I found to be very close on Rs.2
an acre. My orders were to take a revenue of Rs. 1,69,647, being an increase of
Bs. 29,145, or 21 per cent. The sum actually announced was only Rs. 30 short
of this, giving an incidence of Rs. 2-6-3 an acre.

94. The circle containg 82 estates and the rates weré pitched so as to

Rates not of much use D€ applicable to the average of these, But that average is
a8 o guide in this circle.  rgjsed considerably by the inclusion of the city lands and
neighbouring estates which it was proper to assess far above rates. Conse-
quently there are many estates which, though excellent in themselves, had to
be assessed a good way below the figure given by the application of the sanc-
tioned circle rates to their area. In fact three-fourths of the villages were
assessed below the circle rates, 14 of them as much as 20 per cent. below, while

tl.)he following estates were assessed at a figure far exceeding the jama indicated
y rates :—

Amritsar Khds .., e e we + 134 per cent. above.
Mulo Cha.k are e e s " 75 »” ”
Tung Pain ae wen wee o 33 ” ” .
Tung Bala e ™ e 36 » . »
Sultdnwind s S o a8 - "

) Bhumiwﬁl e s e 27 ” ' n

It would have been more satisfactory perhaps if these six estates had been
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formed into a separate circle, as the differential rates were of little use as a
guide to the assessment, either of them or of the bulk of the villages in the
circle, but only were of use in arriving at the total demand for the circle. In
fact in almost all cases I arrived at the assessment by making out a careful
produce estimate for the estate, based on the crop returns of seven years, and
adjusting the yields assumed to a figure which my own knowledge of the circum-
stances of the village led me to believe was suitable. This was compared with
a theoretical jama based on cash rent statements taken out for each estate.

“The jama by rates was used not so much as an absolute standard, to be departed
from where necessary, but as an aid in comparing the capacity of one village
with another.

95. The enhancements in the first of the four blocks above alluded to
Rates how far followed bardly ever reached 30 per cent. Where they reached that
in the Nuhri cirole. figure, they were justified by a large increase in area,
caused by extension of canal irrigation or by the fact that the estate was owned
by a wealthy landlord, ke Sarddr Didl Singh, from whom a full revenue
could fairly be taken. The incidence averaged about Rs. 2-5-0 an acre, though
the maximum was as much as Rs. 2-11-0, and in one Rdjpiit village a minimum
incidence of Re. 1-9-0 was reached. Inthe second block, that lying immediately
to the north of the city, the incidence was an anna or two Jlower, and there were
a few considerable enhancements justified by large addition to the cultivated
area. Otherwise the increases were as woderate as in the first block, and in
seven estates the old assessment was practically retained. leaving the market
gardening villages for the present and passing to the fourth block between the
city and the Minjba I find much the same result, but the incidence in only one
case exceeded Rs. 2 an acre and averaged Re. 1-14-0. In this gronp there was
more than one village which was spoken of as having escaped with a light
agsessment, but as the villages next them in Tarn Tdéran are paying revenue
which falls at only Re. 1-6-0 to Re. 1-8-0 on cultivated area, it was advisable to
avoid startling variations.

96. The estate of Amritsar Khds required special treatment. When Mr,
Renssessment of the ox. 10avies assessed it (or rather, I believe, hie Assistant, Mr.,
tate of Amriar Khis in  Egerton), there was no canal irrigation. Practically the
REre. whole land was under well irrigation, and each well had
to be separately estimated and rated. I am unable to say why Mr. Prinsep
did not revise the assessment of the city lands, but the fact is that the jama
was in 1865 left as it was, and no note regarding the estate was even entered
in the village note-book. Probably the jama judged by his standard was guite
a full ove and the distribution having been carefully done in 1852, there was
no need for disturbing it. A revision of assessment and of the record of rights
was undertaken in 1875 (Government Notification No. 2033, dated 17th
December 1874). ‘I'be settlement was to be made by the Deputy Commissioner,
but he left the matter wholly in the hands of Agha Kalb-i-Abid Khan, who had
been Mr. Prinsep’s Assistant in 1865. As a careful Revenue Officer of large
experience he was fully qualified, but his duties at the revised settlement had
been confined to measurement and record work and to collecting the statistics
on which Mr. Prinsep assessed. He was unacquainted with Knglish, but he
knew all Mr. Prinsep’s methods and practically followed them. The Assessment
Report and final report are extant in English in manuscript, and appear to be
merely a translation of a vernacular report, submitted by the Agha Sdhib, though
signed by the Deputy Commissioner. Crop experiments were made, though
they could bave been of little value in such an estate, an estimate of the pro-
«#luce was made, and a variety of rates deduced from cash rents, ploughs and
other sources. These were compared with the rates in surrounding villages,
though ‘this could hardly have given any valuable results, as they were nearly
all much under-assessed and their true capacity had never been gauged in 1865.
The result was an enhancement of about 234 per cent., the khidlsa portion being
enhanced from Rs. 7,092 to Rs. 8,764 and the assigned standing at Rs. 6,024,
total Rs.: 14,728, This was accepted as sufficient and the matter closed with
“the orders of the Punjab Government conveyed in letter No, 627 of 7th July
1880 ; it was afterwards decided that the estate was to come under reassess-
-ment with the rest of the district.

P
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97. At the present settlement the estate was remeasured on the square

Amritear Khis how as.  SyStem, though this was a matter of great difficulty, owing
sessed at provent setle- to the depse orchard growth, and the buildings which
gty came in the way of the chain. There were two chains sepa~
rately at work, but the squares laid by egch patwiri were found to close on each
other after going round the city, with sufficient accuracy. I spent three weeks
in inspecting the lands, holding by holding, and with very few exceptions every
well and holding was again visited by me when actually assessing.

I found the revenue had, from various causes, fallen to Rs. 14,529, which
fell on cultivation at Rs. 5-8-4 an acre:

The distribution had probably been, atthe first, correct enough on the
whole, but it required revision. The cultivated area had not iucreased, but there
were cases where land had gone out of cultivation and had become a mere swamp.
Other portions were in my opinion severely assessed, especially holdings held
revenue free, which in some cases were rated at-Rs. 30 an acre. 1t would appear
as if, in the desire to lighten the demand on those holdings which paid revenue fo
Government, far too large a share was placed on those in which the owner
enjoyed a perpetual remission of revenue. I divided the whole area of the
mahdl into twelve circles for assessment purposes, as the Agha Sdhib had done,
and dealt with each circle as if it were a separate estate. Within each circle,
I assessed holding by holding, and thus built up the jama of the estate, revers-
ing the usual process. No other plan was possible. Cash rents are almost
universal and furnished an excellent guide. The result was atotal demand of
Rs. 14,833, falling at Rs. 5-10-2 on cultivation, an enhancement of 2 per cent.
The financial result of my assessment was in detail as follows :—

Rs.

Assigned des o 2,545
Khélsa e o 12,120
Service commutation 101
Total immediate demand .., v 14,766

Deferred on account of new wells ... ‘ 67
Total ultimate demand ... e 14,823

But there was a large area of nazil land brought into the mdlguzdri area
which was assessed for the first time. 'I'his land bore some Rs. 900 of the total
demand, a sum almost counterbalanced by reduction of fictitious revenue in
revenue. free holdings, in khdlsa holdings which had been overrated, and in
holdings which had gone out of cultivation. The estate being held ona pure
bhaidchdra tenure has no shdmildt land. All land not owned in severalty is
recorded as the property of Government, and much of this has been improved
and made culturable by the Municipality, which' is in occupation of it, and
with the help of wells and sewage irrigation bas tarned it into extremely valu-
able land. All such as was cultivated and returned a profit to the occupiers
I assessed. ‘T'he Deputy Commissioner will pay the revenue out of whatever
rent he likes to take from the Municipality and other occupiers. Compound
land in the Civil Station was rated at a uniform Rs. 5 an acre whether cultivated
or not. A lengthy description of the assessment of each block was put on
record in the village note-book of the estate and the distribution file gives fur- -
ther particulars. : R

98. The estate of Sultdnwind I assessed at Rs. 16,000 enhancing byig
Otber eatates specially per cent. The details of the distribution here were jed
trouted in assessment. ~out by the Extra Assistant, but I first fixed the portion
each faraf of the village was to pay, as the two farafs vary widely. One faraf
appealed unsuccessfully to the Commissioner and Financi ioner. T
other four estates I also assessed after making a careful estimate of the
the gross produce and, though in all the revenue was ly enha:
protest was made. Care was taken to see that the distributic
as to place a due share of the enhancement ou the most produ
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" 99, ’l‘ho only objections to

4’4

village assessment made in the Nahri circle
by Sarddr Didl Singh. This gentleman’s
agent objected to the jama of the jdgir villages as too
low, and to that of the villages owned by the Sarddir
applications for reconsideration were all rejected, as were
_One other objection and appeal, preferred by a single owner,
- were digposed of in the same way. = ) e

+  100. In thesmall Mirdnkot cirele 1 kept close to the jama indicated

Assadmeit of the Mi-

rinkot circle.

tion, which amount

highest.

jama to Rs. 39,495,

taken by Mr. Prinsep’s progressive jama.

by rates, and enhancing by 20 per cent. raised the
The canal villages were rated
Much of the increase fell on the new cultiva-
ed to 13 percent., and had only been partially over-

The incidence ranged  from

Rs. 2-6-0 to Rs. 1-6-0 and averaged Rs. 1-14-0, generally decreasing s the
neighbourhood of Khisa is aPproa,chod. The enhancement was well taken
and 1 had no objections. The revenue of one estate was doubled, but
much waste had been broken up, otherwise no jama was raised by more
than 40 per cent. Several villages in this circle, at my suggestion, agreed
to pay only one-third of their revenue in the kharff harvest instead of one-
hal¥ as befove.  Only two other villages in the tahsil adopted this arrange-
ment, the feeling being averse to any change in what they were used to.
This is perhaps to be regretted, but if, after haviug the advaniages of
unequal instalments fully set before them, the villages elected to make
- no change, I could not force a change upon them. In matters like this,
closely affecting their own convenience, the people are, after all, the best
judges.

101. The following summary shows the result of

Summary of results of
the reassessment of the tahsil :—

. rveassessment in  Amritsar

tabsil,
REVENUR BEFORR AssessMeNT Rerort | REVENOE ACTUALLY INCREASE BY NEW
REVISION. ESTIMATES, IMPOSED, ASBESSMENT.
ASSESSMENT CIRCLE, :
Rate per Half | Revenue Rate per Rat
Amount. | acre pnlti. lassets esti-|  rate Amoant, | gere eulti-| Amonnt, . “&,
' vated. mates, | estimate. vated, b
Ra. & p Rs, - Ra. " Rt Rs. a. p. Ra.
15 8| 8190 | 73120] 73000 1 8 9 9,100 | 14
18 8] 5780000 257,268 250442 | 112 8] 41,080 19
115 8} 2_,88,l88 1,060,647 ) 100617 2 6 8 20,145 21
l. 190 52,920 89,497 890495 | 114 O 6,674 20
1 0 7| 796907 | 630,581 ) 538644] 114 6| 86905 19

ssment the tahsil has had two excellent harvests, and
any real dissatisfaction being expressed. The jama
“has been easily paid. I should mention that the
Rs, 1,667 revenue deferred by the grant of protective
" distributed fairly equally over all the four
gained in Tarn Tdran I had the
jon fixed beforehand for all the
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good time, Much of what I have written as to the distribution in Tarn
Tdran applies also to Amritsar and need wot be repeated. Differential rates
on soils were adopted “more frequently, however, there bei ‘
land, and there was mot such an eagerncss to have the bamjar brought
under bdchh. 1In all cases wells were assessed with a lomp sum .as dbidna,
and the people were almost unanimous in desiring to fix much smaller sums
than the striet application of the chdhi rate would bring out. Thus it
was not often that Rs. 24 for a double well or Rs. 16 for a single éonowag
exceeded. Double wells bad to be cautiously treated, as so many of them;

in the Jandidly circle, have been doubled simply as a means of ending  °
disputes as to shares or turns, cr because owners were so numerous that
each one’s turn in the single wheel came after so long an intérval as to be

of little value to him. The nahri parta was fixed by me as in Taran ,Tﬁr,
and the people, almost everywhere, adopted the rate I had fixed, and
distributed it according to possession. It ranged from 8 to 18 pies a kandl,
and in most casex was one fnna a kandl, which is just short of 10 annas an
acre. The Government policy was to keep the nahri parta low, becanse
the water-rates had just been raised, and it was wished to avoid putting
too heavy a burden on malkri land all at once. The people have generally
defeated this object to gome extent by putting such small sums on their
wells, and transferring the difference to the bdrdni parta which is applied
to all land alike. Thus the nakri, which already bears the full burden intended
by Government, bears part of the burden intended for chdki as well.
hfost owners would have as much echdhi as nehit land, and .in their case
the precise mode of distribution does wot signify, but the burden is increased
for those who have more nahii than chdhi, or who have given their
well land to canal irrigation. Thus if there is any dissatisfaction at the new
assessment it will be found in the Nahri circle, and in those villages, how-
ever fully it may have been justified, which have had their jama enhanced,
more than their neighbours. Wherever the owners of nahri land complained
with reason that they were being made to pay an undue share, I would.interfere

and raise the dbidna on the wells, but it was not easy to watch the incidence in
all cases. y . it

: The total sum ascessed as nahri parfa came to Rs. 26,460. The cesses
payable on the new abolished water-advantage rate used to average ii‘eix’-iy
Es. 7,000, at say 22 per cent. BSome small relief under this head has therefore
to be set off in canal villages, ' .

108. The Ajndla tahsil is the smallest of the three, and also the one in
Assossment of the Ajuila  Which there was least prospect of enhancement, aund it
* tabsdl. was accordingly taken last. We have seen how Mr,
Davies reduced the' jama of the snmmary settlement by 11 ‘per cent., or, in
round figures, from Rs. 3,07,000 to Rs. 2,74,000, and how six years
_ reductions amounting to Rs. 36,000 had to be given. Mr. Prinsep’s initi
involyed a further reduction of Rs. 1,200 or 5 per cent. and stood at Rs, 2
mdfis excluded, but he proposed to make this up by taking Rs.
gressively. Ouly half this progressive increase was eventually taken
reductions amounting to Rs. 5,300 had to be given in 1880, and, after a
in the jama of petty mdfis, 1 found the assessment standing at Rs. 2,
which nearly Rs. 60,000 was assigned. Cultivated area had risen by 14,
cent. in the circles near the river, there had been a ec S
‘the number of wells, and nearly half the tahsil being ca
ment was to be looked for from what the new nakri parta
what was due to rise of prices. On the other hand part
had already been discounted by progressive assessment,
that the activity in well sinking was, in the riyerain
~ the people were protecting themselves agains!
river. The nahri parta had, under th
the income from that source.”

~more tibba * _

o
i e
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i ‘indebtedness had hblpod to raise the area alienated to as much as 21 per cent. of
‘the whole. The rise of prices had not brought such marked benefits to this

N mof the district, for the Sakki mala, bridged at one point only, acts as a
- barrier to produce finding its way to market, and communications generally are
inferior to the district average. On the whole though a good increase was
‘claimable in the Nahri tract, and a fair one in most parts of the central up-
lands, the cirele known as the Hithdr was believed to be already fully assessed,
and there were many reasons against exacting more than a nominal increase
“in the saild@h circle, where the people are often impoverished and much of

the cultivation is precarious. 4 |
104, I made a careful inspection of the tahsil in October 1891, and the
Village inspection in first three months of 1892, This was a duty which 1
Ajodla. knew would have to be more thoroughly done in Ajndla
than in the rest of the district; for the villages differ widely inter se, and in

most of them it is necessary to visit every part of it, and almost every well,

before a correct estimate of its conditions can be assured. They are not al
on the same pattern like those in the Béngar and most of the Jandidla circle
of Amritsar, with a ring of wells round the site and outlying tracts of bdrdni
lands, growing the same crops year after year on precisely the same rotation.
- In Ajnila the good and bad land is often mwixed up in the strangest manner,
the new cultivation is frequently hard to locate, and wells have been planted

in far outlying places wherever there was a promise that the soil would yield

a return. Bvery description of soil is met with, and the tahsil is covered with
a net-work of drainage lines and chambhs in which it is impossible to regulate
the flow of surface water in a wet season. Damage is here caused whenever
the rains are above or below the average, the wheat may be flooded out or the
rice wither with drought in successive seasons. Given any condition of season,
it may result in a bumper crop in one village and a poor one in the next,

105. T submitted my report within three months after inspecting the
Proposals coneined in  02DS{l. My conclusions were perhaps coloured by my last im-
Assessment  Report and  pressions, for I had inspected during one of the most rain-
S Pt less seasons the tabs{l has known for a long time, which had
necessitated free suspensions of revenue in the tract lying between the Sakki nala
and the river. My proposals were to enhance by 74 per cent. in the Saildb circle,
bordering the Rdvi, to practically retain unchanged the demand in Hithdr, and
to take increases of 15 per cent., and 23} per cent. in the more prosperous
Uthdr and Nahri circles respectively, giving a total enhdricement of 134 per cent.

on the jama of the tahsil. The Commissioner practically proposed no change, but

~slight alterations were made in'my rates by the Financial Commissioner, all in the
direction of enhancement, and the rates finally approved by him, and sanctioned
hy Government, were framed so as to bring out a total increase of 17°9 per cent.
In His Honor's review, doubts were expressed as to whether my estimates of the
- value of the full Government share of the produce, which I had put at about
 five lakhs, was full enough, and my treatment of fodder crops was criticized as

i

leading to the exclusion of part of the assets of which Government was
to a share. It may be noted that an analysis of cash rents, which are
mon in this tahsil, pointed to a full half-assets jama of the same amount,
It was thought on the other hand that my estimate of the extent to
had risen, 60 per cent., was based on faulty assumptions, and that
ed out on more correct principles, wonld probably be found
m 30 per cent. Nevertheless, the standard of assessment and
o were accepted as corresponding with those adopted in the
was thought undesirable to gelect this tahsil as one in which
d from, and though the increase was pronounced to be,

48,419 or 179 per cent. These orders reached
¢ after the despatch of my report.
~ the Assessment Report differ slightly
)e revenue aunnounced was di

Vi

7, the Financial Commissioner’s proposals were ae-
{ was or ered to take a revenue of Ras. 3,18,750,

necessary to show the correct areas
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opportunity was taken to bring up to date” the aress in the other circles
also, which had increased a little owing to the breaking up of waste. I give
below two tables showing the rates sanctioned by the Financial Commissioner
and the areas to which these rates were applied :— . v

53
. : - TRRIGATED
ASSEEEMENT CIRCLE, : ., | Builib or moist. Bdrdni or dry.
From wells. From canal. : .
.
Rs. A. P, an A B He' AP Rs. A, P.
e R I A B S Ry 2 6 0 114 0 110 0 1870
T A NI i o it B 280 160 130
DR 7 D i sl T 28 0 114 0 100 140
T N LRI S B 210 0 200 1.4.0
The areas were in acres :—
IRRIGATED
ASSESSMENT CIRCLE. Bailib or moist, | Birdni or dry.
From wells, From canal,
BT s T e 6,110 104 16050 | 1,015
N0 g ey 18,860 2,708 12,125
T AR U TR SRR A | 80,616 13,271 1642 | 10,330
e i ARG AL 22,457 18,110 4,889 w
Total Tohal Ajukls ... 78,048 81,485 21,060 39,259

The chief difference between these figures and those gfven in the Assessment
Report is a falling off in saildb land in the circle of that name, which amounts to
700 acres. The river had been very destructive during the rainy season of 1592.

107. The Saildb circle, which stretches along the Rdvi, has for the most
Assessment of the Sailéb  part a light, shallow and poor soil.  As regards the
" circle, relative fertility of different parts of the ecircle, all thdt
can be said is that the villages at the upper end have a more valuable kharff
erop, but as a rule the condition of each village depends on how it happens to
have been treated by the river in recemt yoars, * The increase in wells, to
replace thie loss of river inundation, has been 56 per cent., and this is the most
important change which has taken place in the upper lands beyond the reach
of the river. These wells as a rale water a small area and their presence does -
not imply protection of a large tract from the consequence of dronght. ~

The revenue sctually announced in the Sailib circle was Rs. 53,751, an
increase of Rs. 5,320 or 11 per cent. which pushed the average incidence up to
Re. 1-9 per acre. The Financial Commissioner’s rates, applied to the ar
which was before him when he passed orders, gave a jdéma of Rs. 54,637, |
demand fell short of this by Rs. 826 of which Rs. 671 was due to loss of
which ocourred in the rainy season of 1892, while my report was pending
the superior authorities, so that what I took was only Rs. 215 or ‘4
short of what the orders would bave required. Caution was required in
rates to the area recorded as satldba. In many villages it was very d
area should be treated as saildba and the definition of this class of land
stretched as far as it was safe to do so, including as it did a
which is not regularly flooded by the river, but which, oy
of the river, is more moist than that classed as bdr
be laid down as to what land should be treated
clear where the dividing line should be drawn
careful to err on tlie right side, and in
bﬁ, ‘the wv;‘{ the jdma was “distributed
ecleven villages, in two cases by as

kAL
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+even when reduced was still in excess of the jama by rates. In one case, where
" an oxcessive reduction had been Fiven in 1880, the jama was nearly trebled
(it had fallen on cultivation at only 6 annas an acre before) and in four other
. cases it was enhanced by as much as 70 per cent. In one out of every three
villages I'had to give explanations under the rules to account for reduction or
variation of assessment Ey more than 20 per cent. from the jama given b
standard rates. The incidence, as was inevitable in a river cirele, varied mue
. from village to village. Asin Tarn Tdiran, whatever newly thrown up land
was found paying at less than full rates was left as it was until it should change
for the better, and it was intended that these and all other lands changed b
the action of the river should in future be assessed according to rules whic
have been separately submitted for the sanction of Government. Only one
village presented a written protest against my assessment and this I rejected,
as I had already fully considered all its disadvantages and nothing new was urged
in the petition. These saildb villages will always require to be carefully
watched, for their condition is not likely to improve as irrigation from the Bari
Doib Canal extends, the river must dwindle still further, and the complaint
that they are being left high and dry will oftener be beard. The contrast
between the state of the river in winter and during the rainy season is already
very great, and 1 have seen few cases of late years in which the deposit, left
after the waters run down, is valuable.

108, The Hithdr circle was also a difficult one to assess. The in-
Assossmont of the Hithge  cidence was very unequal, but it was extraordinary that
Cirole. Mr. Prinsep’s assessment was not more uneven than it was,
considering that he fixed the revenue of each village entirely from a review of
its statisties without any intimate personal acquaintance with each estate, Tt
is largely in the hands of Muhammadans, only 38 per cent. being held by Hindid
Jats, and the character of the proprietary body is the chief obstacle'to the
imposition of a full revenue. The total existing alienation reaches the high
figure of 25 per cent. and the circle, except in the corner above Rdmdds, 1s
almost wholly dependent, in an average season, on its wells, which though they
have increased by 24 per cent. are not long-lived owing to the kalar in much of

the soil. -

The enhancement here was to he ouly about 8% per cent. for the tract
was recognized as already paying nearly as mnch as it could safely be made to
~ bear, and what was wanted most was an equitable redistribution of the jama
over the estates. Relief, in some cases more than was necessary, had been
iven to many in 1880, but there were others where the demand still pressed
heavily, and where the assessment of 1865 was altogether mistaken, owing to a
wrong estimate being formed of the character of the waste, and of the area
ﬁm % waterad by the wells. My demand ultimately amounted to Rs. 50,812,
ing Rs. 813 less than what I had been instructed to take. The increase
was Rs. 4,000 or 8 per cent. The chief difficulty lay in the fact that the
 existing jama was already, in three-eighths of the villages, in excess of what
" the new rates demanded, and could not fairly admit of increase, while it was
ot easy $o make up the enhancement to be taken on the whole circle from the
iges that remained, without putting on per saltum an increase which would
ntent. oy : :
end I felt obliged to reduce the revenue in 15 out of the 79 dstates,
ined unchanged and the increase, plus the amount of reductions,
' the remaining 58. Still there were only six estates in which
as much as 30 per cent., leaving out, of consideration a village
ﬁndoomgounﬂpd for the revenue and in which the nominal
incidence ranged from Rs. 2-7-3 an acre in Talla to Re, ]
o people appeared to be satified with the jamas giveu
8. lhave done what I can to ensure that the
an equitable one, and T believo the jama will
is less secure thun any in the district and
: estion, the circle is not likely to ~ «
ension of mvd;ue :)q oever »gmg;‘ ‘
or a yery dry rabi, especislly after,
rw-.yhdmom immnthgn

by
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merely on the ground that they have numerous m}u,ﬁrﬁem‘ | iﬂ

land may be extensive, and the weak cattle the people use on their shal
cannot stand a prolonged strain. R N S el el e
: 109.. Passing to the Uthdr circle we find it for the most part in a move

Oirele in Ajuila. than three-fourths is irrigated, the increase in cultivation

~ was found to have been 13} per cent. and Mr. Prinsep’s progressive increase
was to have been about 5 per cent. The Uthdr runs right through the tabsils
from end to end ‘forming the upland tract on'the left bank of the Sakki, less .
recently alluvial than the Hithdir on the other bank and with a harder and more ik
calcareous soil.  The north-east end is superior to the south-west and has always
_borne a higher asgessment, being next to Batdla aud the rich Nahri ¢ountry of
Amritsar. Comparing the lower edge nearest Amritsar and the upper nearest

the Sakki, I find the latter to be as a rule the poorest, wells being deeper, th

soil less fertile and the crops less secure.. 'These were the main distinctions to b

borne in mind in rating individual villages.. Minor poiuts were the liability of
certain estates to damage by floods, the smaller yields to be obtained on the
sandy ridge running from the Batdla border to Kariil and the disadvantages x

the estates lying at the tail of the rdjbahds. My orders were to take a reven

of Rs. 1,11,946, being an increase of Rs. 16,429 or 17'1 per cent. I actually  «
took Rs. 1,11,600, an increase of Rs. 16,080 or 17 per cent. :

* 110. Here too I did not consider myself bound fo retain the existing
Reductions snd e TEVERue in any village, simply because it was being paid up
dence of revemue in the Without unpunctuality, T considered that the right course
Utidr. Objections fled- wag to veduce wherever a village was manifestly paying at
a much higher rate than those round it without there heing any apparent reason,
and to take the opportunity to redistribute the burden in what I thought was a
more equitable way. Counsequently I reduced in 13 out of the 117 estates. Most
of these were cases where the revenue was undoubtedly pressing, and was often
complained of, and all but three wore villuges lying close to the Sakki. One was
a canal village, which had from the beginning paid too high, perhaps owing to
its being in jagir, and the other two had been ralhs which had been assessed
between settlements on mo settled principles. Looking, through the list of
detailed village assessments, I find the rate of enhancement in the other villages
does not vary in any marked way : though some Jarge enhancements were taken
in a few villages on the border of Lahore. 2 : 5 ey B S
These were transferred from the lLaliore district to Amritsar_,aif;:af"' e
aratively recent date and had been originally assessed at light rates in the
ormer district. The maximum incidence was Rs. 2-7 an acre, and it went down
as low as Re. 1-4. Two villages objected. One, Bachiwind, was led to doso
as the enhancement ordered was 79 per cent. But this was fully justified by a
large increase in avea, and by the fact that 90 per cent. was irvigated. It is
of the Lahore villages above mentioned. Thae other was Ajudla Khds, of whi
I had raised the revenue Ly 28 per cent. only. Both cases were carefull
reconsidered and the jama upleld, though in the case of Ajndla «uw?q '
full one. : ' : Tl 5
111. T believe the jama will be paid easily enough. In this circ
The villages on tho Sukki Financial Commissioner only raised my chd
in the Uthdr. ~  * that only by one anna an acre, which
the whole circle ; and I do not expect the revenue will
especially as I have taken care to be lenient with t
these have lands flooded by surface«irai at )
‘excess of the usual floods, alfect them i
these floods will not be likely to suce

Assessment of the Uthér  Satisfactory condition than the Trans-Sak‘kam‘ﬂgw il

other would not improbably suffer.
of the Irrigation Department could

~ surplus water into the Sakki wl

generally done when th
amage to the lowlyi

- gradually. The Sak!

- being added to by a 1t

~ reference from Governme



ainst turning ﬁ'mﬁf the Aliwil Escape than the Saklki can carry

112. The Nahri circle is the most prosperous part of the Ajndla tahsl.

© Amsemsmentofthe Ajnila T here had been an increase in area amounting to 17 per

_ Nabricirole. . cent., and 90 per cent. is irrigated. The land is of a

~ high renting value, and no part is far from the Railway, Grand Trunk Road,

' and market of Amritsar. The owners are almost entirely Hindd Jats and the
~~_ revenue was far from being a full one. Thus all the reasons which could be

. urged for taking an increase of revenue in Amritsar apply ta the Nahri circle

~ of Ajndla. The revenue I was required to take was Rs. 1,01,042, an increase

~of Rs. 22,395, or 28 per cent. I took only Rs. 117 less than this, my new

demand coming to Rs. 1,00,925, the incidence’ of which on cultivation would

be Rs. 2-3-6 against Re. 1-11-8 before. Revenue was reduced.in two villages,

- in one because the waste, which had always paid separately on aceount of

grazing profits, had been over-rated, and in the other on account of the serious

spread of kalar. But over the rest the increase was pretty evenly distributed,

falling least heavily on the villages Which lie close to the point where the three

‘tahsils meet, and which have no canal irrigation. The incidence in individual

“villages was from Rs. 2-8-0 an area to Re. 1-11-6, not so wide a range as in

any of the other circles. The chdhi rate being 10 annas an acre or higher

than the nahri rate, a_strict application of rates brought out usually.a much
 higher incidence on cultivation in villages well supplied with wells than in those-
- given up to the canal. The owners of these chdli villages were slow to under-
. gtand the justice of this, being more given to look at the gross profits of the canal
s irrigation obtaived by their neighbours, than to the heavy money payments in the
: ghape of water-rate made year after year. Buf in distributing, villages which
enjoyed both forms of irrigation usually equalized the rates by puttinga low dbidna
~on their wells : Re. 1-6-0 an acre being the difference between the chdihi and bdrdni
ratés and 24 acres being the average chdhi area per well, Rs. 33 should have been
- the average d@biina on a well, but no village ever dreamt of putting on so high
an dbidna on a single-wheeled well. From Rs. 16 to Rs. 22 was the usual amount
for an average well in full work. The difference went to swell the all-round
unirrigated rate on all land. So long as prices keep up, and the price of wheat
does mot fall go 1ldw as 24 sérs’ the rupee, the jama should be easily and
punctually paid in thig cirele, and there seems little prospect of the price falling
elow this figure. There were no objeetions or appeals in this circle.

!

& <. Summary of rosults of 113. 1 aftach a statement showing the former
. reassessment in Ajndla. and new jamas contrasted for each circle :—
R RN Revexoe poronk | Assgesmuxt Re- | Revesve Acto- [INcreasy by wew
q!; e : REVISION. PORT ESTIMATE. ALLY IMPOSED, ABSESSMENT.
e B Sab R T R g ,
: §g A £, sg §
Amount.| € B :g gg Amout. is Awmount.| &
, £ |z 28 :
g8 |38 | B8 £ 3
G 8 gl SR a |
Re. (Rs, n, p] Ns, Ra. Rs. (Re. a. pl Re
4849101 © 8 78,203 5599 BB 9 0 B 1
«q 47016110 2| 78951 611240 50812 112 8] 8797 8
v | 95520 v 11 4 172307 112,178 1,11000 2 0 of 16080 17
L] 78643 111§ 166,730 1,0L,170] 100925 2 3 6 22282 28
o | 200009) 110 2] 401,201] ,20,901] 817,088, 1 14 9 44w 18

e added regarding the distribution work in Ajndla. In
2 fourth fq{ﬁ.a_ villages, 1 fixed the method of distribu-
on the spot as well as the dbidna on the ‘wells,
%iny, in the tdchh. 1 took the principal
them how 1 wished the work done, and
‘how they were to complete the enquiry
.MQ:-in._}meﬁ'Ta% ni
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rest compleled within three weeks after that date. Tt bas already been stated
how reluctant the people were to put large sums on their wells and the same .
reluctauce was shown in their rating of their nakri land, The tendency was all
towards putting a moderate extra rate on particular soils or classes of land,
and letting the bulk of the revenue be imposed on all land alike at one rate.
Here too a bdchh on shares was usually adopted unless shares closely corre-
sponded with actual possession. It was recognized that the days were past
when there was any chance of a man having the full ancestral share made.
up to him by the community where it was short, or of getting the deficiency
decreed to him by the Courts. The most that was done in this way was to extract
a promise that when common land was divided those who held less ancestral
land than they were entitled fo should be considered and compensated. There
was no general desire to bring the banjar into the bdichh even where this was
suggested to the people by the officers. The difficulty of fairly separatin
culturable from unculturable in Ajndla would be &lmost insuperable, and th
people were mnot inclined to trust the attempt to do so which had been
made at measurement. It was well that this was so, as there would have been
many disputes, and in spite of every care individual hardship could hardly have
been avoided. So with the recorded saildba land, In many cages the p’eoplb
preferred to lump this in with the bdrdni, and it is really seldom that each
co-sharer does not hold a fair ghare of each. Some complication was caused
by. the fact that there were still balances outstanding on account of sus-

ensions in Rabi 1892, and that the hailstorm which swept up the Sakki valley
in March 1893, necessitated futher proposals for remission of revenue. And
the damage being in most cases partial it had to be calculated for each holding
damaged, and for the very harvest from which the new revenue was befng :
taken. Thus no proposals could be prepared until the Udehh on holdings
was ‘complete. - However all was got through in fair time and the revenue
for Rabi 1893 was collected little Jater than usual. The harvest was a good,
but a very late, one, and harvest operations were delayed by spring rains, so
the later collections caused less difficulty than they otherwise might have done.

115. * The revenue deferred on account of new wells in tahsfl Ajndla

comes to Rs. 1,796. The protective leases gradually fall

na%f:a;aﬁ‘;?a&?’?ﬁ?} im. in within the next twent? years. The totagl'mhri‘;avr‘ta

- realized in the dis-  for the tahsil amounts to Rss 19,943. As already stated

o the amounts were,in Amritsar Rs. 26,460, and in Tarn

Tgran Rs. 28,306, so that out of the total enhancement of Rs. 2,24,911, Rs. 74,709
represents the tax on profits of irrigation supplied by the State. Tt ma{,‘be -

roughly stated as three-quarters of a lakh, out of two-and-a-quarter lakhs,

or just one-third. :

The annexed table shows in a convenient form the expiring assessment,
the new assessment, and the increase both in ILhdlsa and assigned revenue,
It will be noticed that whereas in the precoeding paragraphs of this"*CBa’Igtgﬂ’z;. x
deferred revenue has alwaye bYeen included in quoting the total assessment of
a tahsil or cirele; it has been excluded in the table, the figures of which are
taken from the comparative demand statements sanctioned by the Financial
Commissioner :— : ‘ : i oo A R

R g al'i, a]o}v"_s"ol;’,_
REVENUE DEYONE INITIAL REVENUE BY k2. I u;mxuﬁiu :
REVISION, ABBEBAMENT. * MENT,
Khilsa, A.;a.!“. Total, | Khilsa. 1‘*, Total, Agna i
Bs. | B | B | ma
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116 At last dettlement village revenues were in every case paid half
Rl AT A after the kharif harvest and half after the rabi. Each instal-
. " ment was again divided into two, that for the kharif being
yable on the 15th December and 15th February, and that for the rabion 15th
uneand 15th July. The agriculturists bave become accustomed to this arrange-
ment and almost all expressed a wish that it might be continued. It seemed to
me that for those villages which have no canal irrigation, and in which the
Xkharif crops only occenpy half the area taken up by the rabi crops, a better
arrangement would be one by which only a third of the revenue should be payable
after the kharif. I did my best to explain to the people of such villages the
advantages they would gain by having unequal instalments, but T was only
successful in inducing 18 villages to adopt this course. The people were ready
enough to admit that the ravenue of each harvest should in theory be pro-
portionate to the produce it yields, but in practice they were loth to depart
from existing custom and adopt an arrangement different from that of their
neighbours. They dreaded the liability to pay two-thirds of a year’s revenue
after the rabi harvest, should the season have been a bad one, and feared that it
might prove to be more thay they would be able to raise all at once. The
matter 18 one in which the wishes of the people should be followed, so they were
allowed to have their own way. But if at any time villages should, during the
currency of the settlement, express a wish to make a change, I think their
request should be allowed. -

117. As measurements proceeded, copies of the entries in the holding

Fioal parrhas slips were given free of charge to each owner. At the close

; of the settlement parcha books containing a detail of fields

and areas, as entered in the standing record, and the amount of revenne and

cesses due on the holding, were given to all owmers and occupancy tenants.

These books contain pages for the entry of actual revenue payments in feture

years. Nine pies was the actual cost of each book and the charge for making

entries in it was 1 anna for each FLhataoni holding. The cases were not

numerous in which the owners declined to take parchas on payment, and indeed
the price demanded for the parcha of an average holding was very small.

118. The question of malba has already been alluded under the head

SR ) of the statement of customs. From the way in whieh No.

i : 203 of the rules under the Land Revenue Act is worded, I

take it that the document is intended to be something quite different from

. what in former settlements was drawn up under the name of a wajib-ul-arz or

krdr mdlikdn. 1 take it that the intention is that it shall be confined to a simple

statement. of the usage existing and not a statement the landowners may

wish, or the authorities may think proper, should be the custom in the future.

The existing usage with regard to malbe is that a sum ranging from 5 to 2

r cent. on the jama of the village, according to the scale laid down in Appendix

2 to Circular No. 86, is recovered by the lambarddrs from the owners, and used
by the lambardiirs to meet expenses common to the whole village.

The lambarddrs are not as a rule in the habit of rendering any account.

If the sum collected is less than the sum to be expended, the lambardirs have to

~ provide the difference ; if it is more, they take the balance to themselves, If
‘any extraordinary expenses have to be met, like the puyment of chainmen
~ during measurements or the building of a patwdr khdnd the cost is provided
for by a special additional levy. At the settiement of 1865, the maximum rate of
*  malba was in certain villages fixed at more than 5 per cent. on the revenue, if
village contained the tahsil head-quarters or was on the side of a frequented

nd liable to heavy calls on the hospitality of the owners. Others again

2 "‘Q inhabited site had no malba at all, nor had the city of Amritsar

; settlement the maximum of 5 per cent. has not been
nd if application for the levy of a higher rate was made,
old they must restrict their hospitality. Special orders
‘estates which did not require any malba, declaring that
levy. Ihave not considered it advisable to attempt to
‘a maximum should be fixed, and subject to that
‘expended by the village during the half year
rs. Such a system, known to the people as

‘
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kacha malba, is no doubt in theory the best, but in practice I do not believe it

would work satisfactorily. It implies the accurate keeping of accounts, the

inspection by the landowners of those accounts and that the lambardirs would

resist the temptation of entering into a private arrangement with the keeper of

the account by which he would overstate it. After all T do not believe that the
unexpended surplus ever amounts to a large sum, after all the claims to hospitality

and other expenses, voluntary or otherwise, have been met. Certainly in large

villages frequently visited by officials of all departments, in which the rate is-
only 2 or 3 per cent., the surplus cannot be worth consideration. Accordingly I

have simply continued the existing system of pakke malba and have not pro-

posed any change.

119. The cesses are being provisionally levied as

C ¥
e follows :—
Rs. a. p.
Local rate 10 6 8 per cent.
Patwéri .. 4 11 0 W
Lambardar BONCRE ki C0R 18" 4 -
Ala lambarddr ... | R B | e
Total o1 <198

The authority for the levy of local rate is Punjab Government Notification
No. 208, dated 9th September 1889. Rs. 4-11-0 per cent. is equal to 9 pies per
rupee and this was the rate of patwdri cess which was proposed in - each of the
Assessment Reports. When subsequently drawing up a scheme for the grading
and payment of patwiris I found that a cess of 8 pies in the rupee would be
sufficient to meet all expenses, regular and contingent, and leave a yearly balance,
and I proposed that the cess should be finally fixed at this rate. The proposal
was approved by the Financial Commissioner (letter No. 1157, dated 29th June
1893, from the Director of Land Records to the Commissioner of Lahore), but the
sanction of Government has not yet been obtained. It is unfortunate that sancs
tion to the change was not obtained before the rate was entered in the standing
record as 9 pies, but the entry has been made in such a way as to make it elear
the rate has only received provisional sanction. The reduction will probably
come into force from the kharif harvest of 1893. The dla lambarddri cess, as
will be explained when referring to dla lambarddrs, will gradually cease to be
levied in nearly half the villages of the district as the appointments fall in and
are abolished. And the zailddri cess of 1 per cent. has also ceased, these officials
being paid by indms provided out of revenue.

120. Tdo mnot know that I am required to give any opinion as to the
term for which the settlement should run. My orders were
to announce that it would run for twenty years, subject to
whatever orders might eventually be passed on this report. Although the as-
sessment is admittedly not a full one, and was never, as I understand, intended
to be a full one, the district rent roll has been increased by close on Rs. 1,90,000
per aunum, and no extension of cultivation is to be looked for worth mentioning.
Presumably the question will be decided as a whole for all the central districts,
originally settled under Mr, Prinsep’s supervision, which have lately been under
settlement at one time. _ :

Term of settlement.
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CHAPTER V.

' ~ REVENUE ASSIGNMENTS, OCCUPANCY TENANTS, AND
ik ‘ MISCELLANEOUS QUESTIONS.

121. The enquiry into the validity of the revenue assignments in the

Revision of revenue district was taken up at an carly stage of the operations.
agsignments. It was a matter involving a good deal of labour, not that
the assignments were specially numerous, or complicated, like those in the
Cis-Sutlej districts, but because there was often a difficulty in tracing the
orders by which they were made. No registers of the settlement of 1852 were
found to be extant, though vernacular registers, prepared after that of 1865
were in existence, both at the tahsils and at head-quarters. But these again
were incomplete, in that they rarely contained any mention of the larger assigne
ments, which are those about which it is most difficult to ascertain all details.
Hventually the order of release was traced, and verified, in all but a very
few cases, in which copies of the sanctioning order not being obtainable, the
entry in the registers was accepted, there being no reason to doubt its being

correct.
122. The larger jagirs are not numerous. These in Tarn Tiran,
et fogton include the grants, held by the Rdja of Kapurthala, Sarddr

Balwant Singh of Atdri, and the Sikh temple at Tarn
Tdran town. Neither of the two former were in receipt of water-advantage
rate, so that portion of the revenue which represented nahri parta, was denied
them, except where canal irrigation had supplanted irrigation by wells.
Smaller grants in that tahsil are held by Sarddr Arjan Singh of Chahil, Sardar
Didl Singh of Majitha, the mahant of the Sikh temple at Chola, Bhdi Guldb Singh,
Arora, (lately deceased), and mahant Narinjan Dds. In Amritsar thé chief

rants are those of Sarddr Didl Singh, Majitha, and the son of Rédja Surat Singh ;
gardér Gulzir Singh, Kaliinwila, the Golden Temple and its connected shrine,

’ the Akdl Bungah, the akhdra of mahant Narinjan Dis, Rija Hacbauns Singh, and the
Min Sarddr of Mdnawila. Ajndla containg the largest jdgir in the district that
of the Sindhanwilia chief, Sarddr Bakhshish Singh. This includes many of
the best and most heavily assessed villages in the Nahri tract of Ajndla, most
Jjudiciously selected by the jdgirddr when his jagir was consolidated. The Rija
of Kapurthala holds two villages, the mahani of Rim Dds half of that village,
and smaller grants are enjoyed by Bhdi Tira Singh, Sardir Randhir Singh,

oo and the Atdri faimly. The revised edition of the Amritsar Gazetteer may be
referred to for further details. In the case of these jagirs all that had to be

*  donp was to verify the sanction and condition under which they were held, and
have it 1g‘orreeﬂy; entered for the future with detail of nahri parta enjoyed or

- 128. 'The small grants released in perpetuity, or during maintenance
anhuinpwé of institution, were mostly granted by the Government of
S " Tudia by lotters No. 3686, dated 4th July 1856, and. 5153,
- dated 28th ar 1856. Copies of the Knglish registers, on which these
~ orders were i ‘were fortunately available and were of much use. I had

| copies of the registers of smaller jagirs, enquired into by
igtration, hetween annexation and the mutiny, and reported
India. These contain all details as to the jagirs released for
wdras or monastic semi-religious hostelries in Amritsar
s given to Sodhis, Brahmins, priests and dependents of
> be provided for when the country was annexed.
rt of the assignments claimed were at the time
‘one or moro_generations and part releasod in por-

S ng conditions, as to the payment of service
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124. The grants given for life usually date from the time of the regular
settlement, and the sanctioning order is, in most cases,
that of the Settlement Officer or Commissioner (before
1853) or that of the Chief Commissioner after that date. Many of these
were in practice held by whole families of religions mendicants, but the
practice was to release for life in favour of one only, the other being incidentally
named in the file as associated with them. Where this was the case, the Settle-
ment Commissioner in 1865 either of his own authority, or with the sanction
of those above him, extended the order of release, so as to include these
associates among the recognized grantees whose deaths would have to be
awaited before sanction took place. And acting under the general authority
given him in the Financial Commissioner’s letter No. 3335, dated 27th August
1853, he usually laid down that resumption should not take place until the
death of the last survivor. The enquiry at the present settlement brought to
light numerous cases in which these life sharers had long since died and involved
considerable labour.

Grants for life.

125. Another numerous class of cases was that, in which the original
Grante for term of sottle-  OTder of release was for the ferm of the regular settle-
ment. ment of 1852. MThese were mostly grants to village
artizans, and menials, Brahmins, parohits, mirdsis, Sidbhis in charge of village
rest-houses, and kdzis officiating in mosques. Correspondence took place at
the revised settlement ag to how these should be treated, and . the Settlement
Commissioner was instructed (Financial Commissioner’s letter No. 900 of
18th March 1862) to continue moderate grants for village services, (which had
been held for the term of the expiring settlement) during the pleasure of
Government, subject to reconsideration when the term of settlement should
again expire. These instructions were confirmed by the Punjab Government in
letter No. 190, dated 15th March 1865, which we found to be the letter invari-
ably quoted in the registers, as if it was the order of releage of each particular
mdfi. 1t would have been more regular to quote the separate order of the
Settlement Commissioner in each case, passed under the authority of the
letter. But the files contain no such order, only a printed copy of the instruc-
tions, which the Settlement Commissioner issued in vernacular to his Assistants
on the receipt of that letter. Thus it came about that when there was a doubt
as to the order of release, letter No. 190 was often quoted as gufficient
- authority.

126. The question arose as to how these village service grants, released
Petty village servicoe practically for the term of settlement, were to be treated
grants how treated. at the present revision. Detailed instructions were issued
in the Financial Commissioner’s Circular No. 8 of 1888, both as to them, and as
to the petty village service grants, in which the existing order was one of release
for life. Service grants, standing as released for life, were treated of in para. 4
(8) ¢ of that Circular and those released for term of settlementin para. 4 (4) ¢,
aragraphs which were subsequently incorporated in para. 33 (¢) of Revenue
(Plircular No. 37. The orders of Government were admitted by the Financial
Commissioner to be worded in a manner which make it diffienlt to give effect to
the order, and in his letter No. 6628, dated 12th November 1882, he issuéd
supplementary instructions to the Commissioner of Lahore, which have been
followed in this settlement, and such grants have accordingly been treated as
follows. ! oy

Where the village service grant was less than three acres in extent, and °
the order of release was for the life of the holder, orders were issued by me as_
Settlement Collector, that the mdfiddr was to continue to hold till his de
When that occurs, the owners of the village will be at liberty to do as they
with the grant for the rest of the term of settlement, and may continue
resume it in their own favour, at their pleasure, without the interfes
Government officer, or any report being made. ..

~ Where the order of release was for the term of the
1865, orders were issued by the Settlement Collector, that
at once made over to the owners of the village to do
the term of the coming settlement. They have full
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. holder for the time being, or make over the grant to some one else, or resume it,
. if they no longer require the village service, or wish to reward it. No lapse
* or mutation will be reported, nor will orders be passed by any Government
officer. Of course no grant was so treated unless the owners desired that it
should be continued. Tt was useless to give it over to the owners, if there was

- any prospect of their resuming it directly they had the power.

Although the disposal of these grants®rests with the landowners, the
revenue in each case is a deduction from the revenue of the village, i.e,, the
. land was included like any other assignment at the bdchh, in the assessed area,
and the loss falls, not on the owners of the village, but on Government. The
instructions of the Financial Commissioner were that these mdfis were not to be
treated as khdrij-az-bdchh, a term which is properly applied to grants in which
for the benefit of the holder, the awners take on their own shoulders, the
~burden of thie revenue of the land assigned. This is the point on which the
orders of Government were obscure, for they speak in one place, of the grants
being made khdrij-uz-bachh, a term which implhes no deduction from Government
income, and in another of the loss falling on Government, which seems to
involve a contradiction. -

I have alluded to this class of assignments at length because of this
obscurity, and because in this district the arrangement isa new departure.
Registers for each of the two classes (life grants and grants for the term) have
been prepared; mainly for statistical purposes, and it is not intended that any
entries should be made in them as holders die or are changed. They will be
useful when the gettlement expires, to show what lands have been so specially
treated, ghould any-change in treatment be then decided on. Some hundreds
of petty mdfi cases were found to have been overlooked at last scttlement, and
no orders had been passed on them, These were reported and the release in
each case was sanctioned by Government (letter No. 81, dated 2nd October 1890)
for the term of the then expiring settlement, and [ was directed to treat them
when the term actually did expire in the same way as other villaga service
mdfis.

127. Thus in the case of grants released for a longer term than for life
Summary of messwes OF term of settlement, the conditions have been carefully

_ taken totevise assignments.  verified, and the entries brought up to date and registered.
In the case of life grants, the condition remaing unchanged, provided that the
grant was purely personal ; where there seemed reason for an alteration in the
condition, the case has been reported for orders in a register; and where the
grant was a village service one, and less than three acres in extent, it has been
made over to the owners of the village by a separate order. Where the term of
release expired with the term of settlement, and the grant was a petty one for
village service, it has been made over to the owners for disposal, or resumed,
according as they did or did not wish to continue it. Grants in lieu of pay to
village watchmen have, with the sanction of the Commissioner, been resumed
and the pay has been raised to Rs. 36 per annum in all cases by the Deputy
Commigsioner, Kvery opportunity has been given to the owners to make
shdrij-az-bachh any grants which they wished to release as purely from them-
elves, and of this they have extensively availed themselves where there were
illage rest-houses or institutions, otherwise unendowed, to be supported. All
xisting dl rlebners’ mdfis have been resumed and reglaced by cash indms,

: noticed again under the head of dla lambarddrs. The number
of cases ately reported” for orders has been about 150. Much care has |
& that the entries in the Settlement records and in the Tahsfl
which have been prepared in vernacular only) agree in all
have been omitted. :
following statemént gives detnils of the total reverue au:fnod,
- as it stood at the time when the new revenue roll was
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‘ | Cosh | Villa » iTotal | Bervice -
TABRBIL, Net iagir.\ ‘wﬂ'dx ansign. larvlg .zgmf' 88 ssigned | commuta-
3 e ments. grants. d rmm :
plots, 5 .
.T-_—‘r--_. S —— - ——J - ; *!-‘-’“
Rs. . Re. Re. | Re | 'R Re. i SRR ey
Amritear .. .. .. | e8y08| m227| ¢ 4816 801 5,386 | 90,436 3019
Taro Béean i . C e | 5O081 5,505 | 2,802 553 | 8998 | 72,808 2,219
Afolla o e i e 63,088 6620 2,388 1,059 817! eegez| - 2148
___.__.._.—-._-_;_.-—-__-..__..—-;-—- — ey it
Total Distriot .| 181722 28421 | 9506 | 2,413 | 12,560 | 220002 | %m

Further details will be found in table No. XXX, attached to the revu;ad
edition of the Amritsar Gazetteer, which is in the same form as statement
No. XXV, furnished with the yearly Revenue Report. v. ,

129, Zailddrs were originally appointed in the Amritsar Dmtnct at

the revised settiement of 1865 to the number of 41. - The

Zaildars when first ap-  Jimits of their zails did mot correspond either with the

-~ limits of patwdris’ circles, thdnas, or assessment circles.

They were paid by a cess levied in addition to revenue, which took the form of

a percentage, varying from 12 annas to Re. 1-8-0 on revenue and water-advan-
tage rate collections. .

180. The opportunity was taken at the present settlement to 80
arrange the patwiris’ circles and zails, that sach zail should
contain so many whole patwiris’ circles, and each thdna
so many whole zails. Tt was also arranged that each zailddr shonld (with one
exception) in future receive as remuneration an indw of one per cent. on
the revenue of his zail, paid out of the jama of one selected ﬁllage :

181, Tn Tarn Tiran the number of zailddrs was raised from 14 to 16.

Results of vearrange- LN Tenumeration enjoyed by them was formerly Rs. 3,981
ment in Tarn Tiran. and will now be Rs. 3,993. It ranges from Rs. 365 to .
Rs. 171. Although the difference in total is small, large differences occurred in
the pay of individual 2atlddrs. On an average, each has 22 estates in the zatland
an indm of Ks. 250. The new arrangements were sanctioned by Punjab Govern-
- ment letter No. 79 of 16th April 1892, and in that letter it was stated that the
- Lieutenant-Governor was prepared to “sanction special indms, to be held for life
by those officers who, in spite of increase of revenue by reassessment, would
suffer by diminution in rate of percentage by reagon of their zails being n&uq’a e
in size, or by the withdrawal of percentage on the now abolished 1 . e
tage rate. Proposals were accordingly submitted, and ten indms aggrégzﬁ&ng' AT
value Rs. 600 a year, and ranging from Rs. 190 to Rs. 10, according to M;fs 5 ;
suffered, were sanctioned by Government Jetter No. 129, da.ted lﬁth July.
These speola.l indms are purely personal, and will lapse on the desth ntj S|
of the present holder. .

132. In Amritsar there are fiftcen zails as beﬁore "30 »an avera
contains 25 vnllages. and carries a remuneration of
The total pay was’ formerly Rs. 4,320, and will nc
per cent. be Rs. 5,386. The range is from Rs. 445 to Rs. 167. The
of the Wazir Bullar thdna was extended by Nohﬂmﬁgn
1898, to facilitate rearrangemcnt.  The few chan,
by the Gdc;mmmmswnerd in tL: l(;tter No. 642, of 16th )
reserved for overnmt.,«mqm :
revanuo of the lands of Amritsar Klids was to be pi
tion was ultimately settled” by its being decided to |
cent. of the revenue of the whole
zailddrs’ renumeration. To bave
been to over-pay him. Only one office
: tbe gmtofsnpmshndmof&. , a1

Zails rearranged.

Zails in Amritsar tahsil.
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. 188, In Ajnéla tlie number of zaildirs {twelve) remains the same as
. zetsmAjuatmen,  Pefore.  The pay ranges from Rs. 875 to Rs. 202, and the
0 e e s totel i e, 8,174 Onidn average, each has 29 villages in
the zail and an {ndm of Rs. 264. The thdna boundaries were altered by Notifica-
tIO’I.INQ. 99, dated 26th June 1893, and this obyiated total recasting of zails, -
while sanction to the other changes involved, was given in the Commissioner’s
letter No. 271 of 9th March 1893. Two small compensatory indms of Rs 25
each were proposed to be held by two zailddrs who lost by the lowering of the
percentage, but sanction has not yet been received.

134. Chiéf headmen were appointed in all villages at the revised sattle-
Appointment of ala lam-  mient of 1865.  This was done in all the districts settled
Ndp in 1865. ' under the supervision of Mr. Prinsep, under the authority
of Punjab Government letter No. 1005, dated 29th October 1864. That letter
directed that one per cent. of the revenue should be set aside for the remuner-
ation of the chief beadmen and for indms, that one-tenth of the produce
of jungle or uncullivated waste should be distributed to the chief headmen,
and that one-tenth of the proceeds of all land brought under cultivation
during the term of settlement by their exertions should also be assigned to
them.

135. What was actually done was not however in comformity with

~ Mafis allotted to thom these instructions. A cess of one per cent, on the revenue
in 2668, : was levied for the benefit of the chief headmen over and

» above the 5 per cent. or pachofra taken by the headmen. A vernacular pro-
ceeding was drawn up for each estate, in which it was set out that the proprie-
tary body agreed fo set aside a portion of the common culturable waste as the
remuneration of the chief headman, and of this he took possession. If there
was no waste common to all, a plot was chosen out of the waste, owned by a
sub-division of the village, or even, in a few cases, by an individual owner who
had land to spare. It is doubtful whether in all cases the owners fully under-
stood what was being done, and whether they all gave their unqualified assent.
The assessment of the land so set aside was fixed and it was recorded that
this should be considered as remitted in favour of the chief headmen for the

. time being. The plot was known as the dla lambarddr’s mdfi.

136. The chief headman was sometimes chosen by acclamation, some- -
TN o Ata lambardirs Low times by votes of the proprietors, or of the other lambarddrs,
'\ appointed, and sometimes where claims were equal, lots were drawn.
In some villages two headmen were appointed, one to represent each major sub-
division, or one to represent the Hindd, the other the Muhammadan proprieiors,
 Even where there was only one headman he was nsually appointed chief head-
man. Where there were only two headmen it occasionally happened that they
"~ were both nominated as chief headmen, and in some large villages even three
*  chief headmen were appointed. : :
. 137. In 1888 much correspondence took place on the subject, Distriet
lidon of the oice and Settlement Officers being almost unahimous in advo-
ived.  cating the total abolition of the system as having failed to
results, and %eing even a source of dispute and heart burning,
be well to put an end to.

' Government ave contained in letter No. 31, dated 1st
s to the mafis it was ordered, that they should be resumed,
of the revenue of the village, should be given to the
y value of which should be equal to the sum which
afi plot according to the method adopted by the
revenue. If, however, the indm by this process
cent. on the revenue of the village, it was to be
Lieutenant-Governor refused to sanetion,
dla lambarddri system, but divected that
| progress came to be written, the

~or partial abolition of
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188. Accordingly with eflect from the date on which the new assessment
' of each tahsil took effect, dla lambarddrs’ mafis have been
Indms now substitutedfor  g]] resumed, and the land of each mafi plot has bgen
s brought into the assessable area; cash indms, calculated
according to the method laid down, have been awarded instead. In 18 estates.
there is no dla lambarddr. Tn 67 estates there is an ala lambarddr, but he
enjoys no, indm, for the mafi plot, being waste and uncplbix_rated, had no ortion
of the village assessment put upon it by the people in internal distribution,
With regard to the remaining estates, in which there are dla lambarddrs enjoy-.
ing indins, it was not necessary to submit any special report, for on receipt of
the report from the Gujrit District, Government approved of a system for
dealing with these appointments, which was preseribed for adoption in all
other districts settled by Mr. Prinsep, for which no special orders regarding
d@la lambarddrs had already been passed. All that was necessary in Amritsar
was to draw up and submit for sanction a set of rules embodying the principles
‘approved by Government, and to show in the form of a statement the effect of'
applying these rales to the district.

189. Briefly the scheme provides that in villages which have only one,
o or only two headmen, the office of dla lambarddr shall be
abolished on the death of the existing incumbent, after
which the one per cent. cess shall cease to be levied, and
the indm shall cease to be enjoyed. In all villages where there are two chief
headmen and more than two lambarddrs, the office of one of them is, on his
death, to be abolished in the same way. Ia all other villages having more
than two headmen hut only one dla lambarddr, the office is not to be interfered
with during the term of settlement. The sums made available by the gradual
lapse of deceased chief headmen’s indms ave not to be credited to Government,
but utilized in founding special safed-poshi indms to be granted yto deserving
village notables, selected by the Deputy Commissioner within the zail in which
the lapse takes place. The maximum amount of indm to be enjoyed Dy these
notables has been fixed at Rs. 40, :

The rules were approved by the Financial Commissioner in his Secre-

tary’s letter No. 5199, dated 16th August 1893. The indm rules under the
‘Land Revenue Act, were thereupon extended to the Amritsar District by
Notification No. 151, published in the Gazette of 31st August 1893. A copy of
the rules and list of the dla lambarddri indms of each zail has been made over
to the Depu% Commissioner, showing which will be resumed and which will be
Th ‘.

Gradnal extinction
the offico in small villages
permitted,

- retained. o totals are as follows :—
Value og s'nldlmn to {Value of inddm; 0!
. be gradually ve- | be retained for
: Tubsil. sumed as they | term of settle- Total.
lapse, ment.
Rs. Rs. A Rs.
Amritsar ., 1,687 ; 2,473 £ )4360
Tarn Téran 1,183 1,520 2662
Ajoala 1,131 1,126 | 2,266
Total 3,051 8,127 : rckitd

140, Nearly 8 r.cent. of the_aultivated- area xa,hdd
”mon of occupancy 1'18’ t of ooonpmy, and proteobed tenants h

superior to that of mere
is much the same in all three tahsils, but is nea
Tdran. They may roughly be divided into t
come those who belong to the proprie

Sanmat it

o i

olary races and
oocugi:d part of the land of co-sharers in ﬁ% wn, or in

N,

who had more land than they could manage.
In the second are included those wh
class, dependents of the proprietary body. I

4
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rent in cash, generally a sum equal to the revenue and cesses on their holdmg,
lus mdlikina which ranges from one to two aunds in the rupee of revenue,
at many have had their rents enhanced -by judicial decision, and some of

these pay as much as cent. per cent. mdlikina on the revenue of the holding.

141. At the settlement of 1852 tenants having rights superior to tenants-
Tenants given pandl or pro- at-will were recorded as hereditary or mawrusi tenants.
tection fara term in 1865, At the revised settlement of 1865 an enguiry into the
rights of tenants claiming a superior status was made in each village, and the
result recorded in a separate file, which is often now useful to refer to when it
is desired to trace out how these rights gradnally grew up and were acquired.
The. statements of landlord and tenant were taken, and the opinion of assessors,
and an order was passed defining the tenant's status. The result generally was
that the tenant was found to be deserving of protection (pandk) and, if so, he
was clagsed according to his length of occupancy or the admlsmons of himself or
his landlord as a * pandhi dudmi” a * pandhi kadim "' or *‘ pandhi” for a fixed term
of years, or for such time as certain conditions were observed or service rendered.
On the passing of the Tenancy Act of 1868, it became necessary to revise the
. record, and restore to those . tenants, who had been recorded as mauwrusi in
1852, the status of oceupancy tenant to which under the new Aot they were
entitled and of which they had practically been deprived in 1865. The distriet
was in 1870 formally put under settlement for this purpose, and the entries
were corrected in red ink in the settlement record of 1865. All who had heen
entered as maurusi in 1852 were now recorded as tenants with rights of occu-
pancy under Section 6 of the Act, but there were many whose designation
remained unchanged and who continned to appear in the record as pandhis
as they had been distinguished from tenants-at-will for the first time in 1865.

142. Correspondence took place with reference to these in 1889, which

Status of pandhi tevants 188 been printed as No. 40 of the selections from the reoords

how recordod. of the Financial Commissioner, and is available for refer-

ence. It was'ruled that tenants described as maurusi or the nature of whose

“ pandh” was indicated by the use of the words ““ fa dudm ™ or ** dudmi” in the

~existing record, might be at once ertered in the new record as tenants with right
of f occupancy (uo section of the Tenancy Act being specified).

The existing description of all other grades of pandhis was to be con-
tinned unaltered, save where the pandh was for the life of a tenant now dead,
or for a term now expired. In such cases the entry was to be modified, so as to
show that the present’ tenant was the represeutative of the original pnualu or
was a_pandhi “ as entered in the previous record.” A note was to be inserted
in each record of rights to the effect that at the last settlement, certain tenants
were recorded as pandhis, that these entries had been repeated iu conformity
with section 37 of the Land Revenue Act, and enjoining reference to the printed
gelection of correspoundence in cases of dlspute as to status of any tenant. A
pr a.l to extend to pandhi kadim tenants the concession given to pandhis

i was negatived.

‘143, The presfcnl;ed ncite will be found i :in all the records, in which tenants
4 ~ of this class appear, and a printed memorandum has also
Thois fatare treniment. been prefixed to each record, pshowmg for each class of
tenant how ‘they were entered in the previous recor 1, and how they have been
entered now. egracbwa]ly the landlords look on _pamihw as identical with occu-
}mncytanmts, and sue for enhancement of their rents as if there was no differ-
; . But questions will often arise as to the exact status of pandhi tenants
~whose * pandh,” as originally fixed, has long since expired, but who have
never buen dmturbed and 1n dealing mth these it will, in almost every case, be
to refer to 'the record of enquiry into rights of tenants framed in 1865,
z correspondence of 1889, above referred to as being available in print.

;.—.g;' '»i...,.‘ '
e Y 7 @ne atl;gr t ompancy tenants bere requires notice.
2 ‘L ? P“"" m?ere ﬁzeu' rights of occupancy extend to chihi

; nd t he well from which that land is watered,

will ) hp d that they are not entered as
mﬁ{nnn% in the ‘small uncultivated suryey number,
hst is entered as owmd by the hndlord.

...4‘5 d t
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- unencumbered by any rights of occupancy, although the tenants habitually
use the well and may even have founded it. In this we have simply followed
the previous record which invariably showed the tenants as possessing rights
only over the land which they cultivated, but not over the land in which stands
the well, from which that land is irrigated, and section 37 of the Land Revenue
Act bars any change being made save by consent or under decree. It is to be
hoped, that Civil Courts will not feel themselves bouud to support the landlord,
where taking advantage of this entry he seoks to exclude the tenants from
access to the well-steading, and that the reasons for our making the entry as
it stands, will be understood. The shares in which the tenants use the water
of the well will be found recorded in the statement of rights in wells, and it
is believed that in almost all cases the tenants would be able to prove their
prescriptive right to enjoy those shares, which would of itself imply a right of
access to the well-steading. :

145, Special attention has been paid to checking the entries, agr to
Enhancement of rent, OCCUpancy and protected tenants in the record. The
Scale for future enbance- entries as to the mdlikdna paid by each, had become rather -
O o confused in subsequent annual records, but these have now
been made clear, wherever possible. What confusion there was, was mainly
due to incorrect, or defective intimation being sent to patwiris, of the result of
suits for enhancement of rent. The point is important, as apparently where the
enhanced rent has been stated in the decree as a lump sum, not bearing any
certain relation to the revenue, the rent would not be liable to adjustment on
enhancement of revenue. Where the rent is expressed in terms of land
revenue, it has been adjusted by a general order passed for each estate, under
section 27 of the Tenancy Act. Suits for enhancement have not been numerous,
during settlement operations. There have only been some 1,700 altogether,
up to the end of June 1893. In over 90 per cent. of these the landlords have
been successful. There has been no general disposition to again%enhance rents,
after the new jamas were announced, but it is possible the landlords are not
always aware that this may be done, and the institutions have been certainly
increasing since the year 1891. At present, the suits for enhancement which
are presented are usually in cases where the tenant pays mdlikina amounting to
one or two annas in the rupee of revenue. ‘In such, the usual course has been
to enhance up to a maximum of 6 annas in the rupee. Should there be an
large increase in enhancement suits within the next few years, it might be well
to adopt a scale, according to which decrees would be given. Such a scale was
adopted by the Settlement Officers in Ambala, and the same would be suitable
for Amritsar, ‘Where there is, at the time of suit, no mdlikina, it is suggested
that one of 2 annas in the rupee would be enmough to impose; where there is
already a mdlikina of 2 annas in the rupee or less, one of from 4 to 6
annas in the rupee would be suitable. Similarly a mdlikina of more than 2
annas in the rupee, might be raised to one of from 33 to 50 per cent. according
to the circumstances of the tenancy. ' 5

146. Tdlukddr: aliowances are paid in a few villages, in Amritsar and
Ajndla, but are not found in Tarn Tidran. These are *
always cases, in which former owners (usually Réjpits)

“ who had been too completely ousted to be able to assert their title against the

“ persons in actual proprietary possession (usually Jats, or Kambohs, or Arding)

“ but had occasionally received small payments, in consideration of their ancient

“ rights, have been assigned a small fdlukddri allowance, to be paid by the

* actual possessors in commutation of their claims upon the land.” The sum
is either a small percentage on the revenue, or a fixed sum, nominal in amount,

In announcing the revenue of a village, in which this allowance was paid,
Mr. Prinsep always included the allowance in what he announced, and then
gave a detail of revenue and tdlukddri. I have always followed the oOpposite
plan of announcing only the revenue, leaving the tdlukddri to be separately
calculated and stated. In the standing record, it has been bdchhed over the
holdings of thosé¢ who p:g it, in the same way as the cesses, and a separate
file for each case was made out at the time it was enquired into, just as if it
had been a revenue assignment. R QU TR O o S0 1 Tl P e

Tdlukddri tenures.
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147. No fresh enquiry into tribal custom has been made at this settle-
© Teibal custom o riwd-i- ment. An enquiry was made in 1865; and the results
dm. ‘ entered in two volumes, which were printed in vernacular.
By order of the Financial Commissioner, a short abstract of these volumes has
been drawn up in English, with a view to its being published as one of the
provincial volumes on Oustomary Law. No attempt was made to test the
correctness of the entries in this vernacular record, all that was required of us
was that we should abstract in English the replies of the different tribes, and
reduce them to a more compendious form. Copies of the original vernacular
riwdj-i-dm of 1865 are available, in the office. of the Deputy Commissioner, as
befare, for reference in matters of detail. .

148. Rules have been drawn up, prescribing the procedure in measuring
and assessing land, carried away or thrown up by the action
of the river. These have not yet received tge sanction of
. the Financial Commissioner, but if approved in time to be printed with
this report they will be printed in exztenso as Appendix D. ’Fhe roposed
rules are an adaptation of the rules already prescribed for the neigﬁbouring
* district of Gurddspur. It is intended that the old procedure shall be
departed from, by which the assessing officer applies to mewly thrown up
lands, whatever rate per acre he thinks suitable, subject, to a maximum
rate corresponding with the full rate fixed for saildba land at settlement
for the individual village in question. It is now intended that he shall apply
® yoarly one of three rates devised for each. riverain circle, according to the
crop he finds being grown on the land, without regard to what happened
at the time of reassessment to he the full rate for saildbu land, a rate,
which as the circumstances of the saildba land alter, may often eease to be
appropriate. - A perplexing multiplicity of rates is thus avoided, and the
assessing officer is confined to certain specified rates adapted to the -pro-
ductive power of each block of new land as evidenced by the kiud of crop
grown.

* 149. A detailed statement showing the cost of the settlement up to
G the 30th September 1893 has been printed, as Appendix C.

ost of settlement and > . 5
- share borne by Jagirairs, ~ Operations were brought to a close in the succeeding
month. The settlement up to that date had lasted five
ears and seven months, and the total cost, incurred up to 30th September
inclusive of the salary and travelling allowance of gazetted officers, comes to
Rs. 3,18,670. In addition, about Rs. 2,000 will probably be spent in October
" 1893. This will be more than covered by the increased revenue, which will
have been paid into the Government treasury by the time the instalment
for the kharif harvest of 1893 has been collected, i. e,, by February 1894.
The arrangements for the recovery from assignees of their share of the cost
of reassessment have not yet been completed. But the recovery of Rs. 6,348
from the assignees of the Tarn Tidran tahsil has been sanctioned by the
Financial Commissioner. Proposals have been submitted for the recovery
60 of Rs. 6,468 from the assignees of the Amritsar tahsil. The sum to be
exacted from those of the Ajndla tahsil will probably not be less than
"+ Rs. 5,000. So that it may be taken that jagirddrs will contribute, in round

~ figures about Rs. 18,000 towards the cost of reassessment,

© 150, Except for a period of three months in 1892, during which I
e was absent on privilege leave, the reassessment operations
B have been in my charge throughout, During those three
months Léla Bhawdni Dds, Extra Assistant Settlement Officer, held charge,
&+ being specially invested with the powers of a Collector. This officer, whose
PX 30 iions ave well known to Government, held the post of Extra Assistant
‘the seftlement from April 1888 to August 1893. Exceptionally well
of marked ability and untiring energg, his advice has been of the
ance to me in all stages of the work, and it is fortunate that it
ssible to post him to'the District staff as Revenue Assistant
mmissioner at the conclusion of operations. Of the Extra
ld give the foremost place to Amir-ud-din, who held char
e first, except for a few months when he was disabled by
Téran, Léla Atma Rém, though somewhat wanting in

Dialluvial assessments.
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iy | APPENDIX A. |
d&owmg Population, Area, Crop Area and Revenue of the Amritsar District at the time of renssessment, 1891-93. {

2iis SERCRI

e 2 l 3 s ' 5 l s ' 7 8 9 10
PorwrATION, AREA. Crops. REeveNCE,
3 Cultivated area in acres.
Tausiw. : Total area of

: By cegsns of | By census of | Total area in crope iowoth | Totalgross |  caltivated,
T ; : 1881. 1891. acres. (average of 5 assessmeut. column 9 over

2 Irrigated. | Unirrigated, | 1ot culti- e

3

Acres. Ra, Bs. a. p.
' Amritear SRR NS TR L K 430,418 462,734 349,085 146,647 135,772 282 419 302,378 5,38,644 114 ¢
DR TR 0 ihe . a ke ke e .261,676 805,127 381,148 150,159 172,683 35,842 348,400 4,00,483 1 310
Ajuils TR ol R S L RS o 201,172 224,836 266,104 104,528 60,319 164,847 180,831 3,17,088 114 9
Total District .. 893,266 992,697 996,337 401,334 368,774 770,108 831,618 12,56,215 110 1

Note.—Column 9 includes the following items of deferred revenue, vis., Re. 1,667, Rs. 1,160 and Rs, 1,796, Total Rs. 4,623,




List of Gazette Notifications regarding the Revised Settlement of the Amritsar District.

APPENDIX B.

Subject.

Wlthdmwa fhe

Mr. J. A. Grant, Assistant Commissioner, posted to the
Amritsar district.

Mr. J. A. Graut, Assistant Commissioner, invested with
the powers of a Muueiff, 1st class, within the limits of
the Amritsar District.

Mr. J. A. Grant, Assistant Commissioner, ap vinted a
Magistmto of the lst class in the Amuritsar iqtrict.

Mr. J. A. Grant, Assistant Commissioner, empowered to
decide suits, mentioned in the first group in sub-section
(2) of section 77 of the Punjab Tenancy Act of 1877.

All the Fowers of a Collector under the Puﬁgs.b 'i'enancy
Act of 1887, conferred upon Mr. J. A. Grant, Assistant
Collector, to be exercised within the Ammitsar Dis.

All the powers of a Collector under the Punjab Land
Revenue Act 1887 (except those under Chapter VI),
conferred upon My, J. A. Grant, Assustant Collector,
to he exercised within the Amritsar distrio.

Notified under section 49 (1) of the Land Revenue Act,
1887, that a general reassessment of the land revenue
in the Amritsar District is'about to be undertaken.

Lala Bhawini Dés, Assistant Collector, 18t grade, joined
the Amritsar District (as Extra Assistant Commis-
sioner).

Lila Bhawéni Dis, Extra Assistant Commissioner, -

- invested with the powers of a Munsiff of the 1st class.

Mr. J. A, Grant, not to be subject to the-control of the
Collector in the exercise of the powers conferred on
him by Notifications Nos. 736-2 and 736.4, dated 1st
November 1887,
Under section 5 (2), Act XX of 1883, Rs. 5-3-4 per cent.
fixed as the proportion which the local rate shall bear
to the annual value of land i 1; the Amritsar Distriet.

Publishes amended Schedule of water-rates for irrigation
from the Bari Dodb Canal. Notfifies that the water-
advantage rate heretofore levied, shall cease to be -
levied on lands watered from the Bi.n ])obb Cmﬂ.l
subsequent to the 1st April 1891,

Directs that the record of rights oi all the eshtos, ¢
included iu the District of Amristar, shall be specially
revised.

Lala Bhawéni Dds, Extra Assistant Setﬂmenﬁ Officer,
invested with all the powers of a Collector under the
Punjab Land Revenue Act, 1887 (except those under
Chapter VI), to be exermleﬁ within the Mﬁm
District (during the absence of Mr. J. & Gﬂlﬁ.
ment Collector, on 1&ave).

Powers of a Collector under tha Punje
‘similarly conferred on
~ Collector.

No. Date.
749 | 3rd November 1887 ...
- 1053—1 | 22nd October 1887 ..
1053—2 Do.
736—1 | 1st November 1887 ...
736—2 Do.
trict.
736—4 Do.
29 | 26th Jannary 1888
339 | 27th March 1888 o
241—1 | 16th March 1888 e
150 | 10th July 1888 .
208 | 9th September 1889 ...
2621—1 | 10th June 1891
340 | 25th May 1891
361—A | 20th June 1892 e
361—B | 20th June 1892
6?5—A 21st September 1892 ...
3
Nore :—From the above are
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APPENDIX C.
&atammt showing the Bxpenditure of the Amritsar Settlement from 15th Febmary
: 1888 to 30th September 1893, _
P
Major head ’
of * Budget Heading. Amount.
Bervice.
Rs. a p.
Salary and settlement allowances of gazetted officers 1,183,659 12 11
A.—OFFICE ESTABLISHMENT.
(1) Office establishment on fixed pay including Enghsh Wmtmg
allowances of Office Kéntngos o 7,040 2 5
(2) Office Kaniingos oas - o 19,358 7 4
(8) Menial Establishment .., ove 4808 8 9
Total Office Establishment 31,307 2 6
. B.—FIELD ESTABLISHMENT.
g (4) Extra Tahsflddrs ... .. .. 22822 9 8
: w2 (5) Deputy snperintﬁndents ver e e e e e 27,264 12 2
g (O) Field KEntmgos .. o i v ws e e | BH0B8 18 7
: 5 (7) Field allowances of Field Kéntngos ... .. .. 4373 14 8
g i Total Ficld Establishment ... 93,5645 2 1
B
w
: § (8) Temporary Establishment v 43,904 12 6
\ s  Total Pay of Establishment 168757 1 1
oy =% (® Travelling allowance of officers ... " 7,681 7.0
! (10) Travelling allowance of establishment ... ... .. 4,574 1 4
% {M}'Oontinmt expenditure, except stationery and lithographing | 18,615 1 4
el e ae . e 4’997 8 ‘
5356 6 10
. . %,258 : 8 lo
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