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36. Mr. G. L. Smith, Assistant Commissioner, was deputed to take up the land for the railway between
Jhelum and Rgwalpindi, W§§0h was done under the provisions of the Land Acquisition Act. -

37, '.'[‘he oompdnmtion. awarded by him was accepted in all instances. In a few cases the proprietors and
cultivators disagreed as to their shar® of the compensation; aMl thesawere the only cases in wifich a referen® to
Commissioner'® court was made, und they were disposed of, and the money paid without delay.

» E NE T » * - . . . o .

42, Dastaks.—The number of warrants was 777 more than in 1876-77. The increase was in Jhelvm

and Gujrat only. The increase in Ctujrat is attributed to the unfavorable harvests, the rabi baving suffered

* from excessive rain and the kharif having failed from want of rain. Thigy might have been a reason for an
increase in Rawalpindi and Shahpur also, but in these districts there was a decresse.  The Deputy Commissioner
of Jhelum ahtrib}lws the increase in his district not to the bud harvests, but to warrants being issued when not

* really ®ecqssary In cases where a little enquiry and attention on the part of the tahsildirs would enable the
lambarddrs to pay the Government demaund. Major Wace notices an instance in which warvants were issue
before the lambarddrs had a correct bich in their hunds. This was shown from enquiry made by Major Wace,

_ T am exceedingly glad Major Wace has practically tested this. Tahsildirs ave too ready to attribute
delay®n the p@yment of a kist “ to sharrdrat ” on the part of lambardirs, when all that is wanted is a little
® sttention on their part to the real cause 8f the hitch and & little grouble to right it.

43. Ooercije processes in Gujrat.—Gujrat is the only district in which the imprisonment of laxnbardirs
has, as a rule, been fgund necessary ; but there has been a decrease in these cuses during the year, and this form
of coercion has now been discontinued with reference to the remagks of Government on last year's report.

*44. 'This process, Colonel Parsons reports, has been found simple and sufficient, and is not considered as
harsh a prgeess as the attachwent of property.
45. In the 31 cases during the year it is reported that there were no valid reasons for delaying the
- payment of the revenue, and the lambardars were detained for short periods in the civil jail,
46. This is a bad system and has been discontinued.

The attachment of property is of course to be avoided as much as possible, as it capses such terrible lofs
fromedeterioration, fees, &c.
¥ .' . . * - - - . » - »
= bl. Grazing leases.—In the Gujrat district much difficulty was experienced in past years in realizing
the amounts from the lessees of rakhs when leuses were granted by the Forest ofticers, owing to their begn
unacqfainted with the character and means of the contractor, Siuce the leases have been sold in concert wi
the Deputy Commissioner, the results have been more satisfuctory, ‘ ‘ .

52, The leasing of these lands from the Forest Department was a sort of gambling transaction for .
g tors, who were for the most purt men without means, and naturally broke down and fell into balances. a

8 .. * » . » * * * .

74. Patwaris.—The education of the patwiris is making good progress. All the patwiris in the
Shabpur &mtrict ave either passed or exempted men.  All the candidates of this district have also pussed, and
the patwiris’ school was closed on 8th April, Iu the school at Rawalpindi 65 patwiris and eandidates bhave

passed, and three were under tuition.
: 62. In the Gujrat school there were 48 under instruction and 19 had passed.

L . » * - - " ~ ¥ i .
75. Examinations have been held from time to time, and reported for the information of the Financial
T 76, There is no school at Jhelum, as th‘putwéris_ of that district are employed ‘at present i the
settlement in progress.
LR v :
& “ ‘Rain-fall,—In the rain-fall there was g large decrense, and it was also unseasonable,
IS % Qm.-n,a .falléwin§ table shows the total fall registered at the sadr station of each district as compared

™ » » . » . » .

1876-77: 1877-78. Inerease, Deerease.

Inches, | Tenths. | Inches, | Tenths, | Inches. | Tetths. | Inches. | Tenths,

St e sl ‘] " '
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the fall vu;h,uvy in April 1877, and the ripening crops. of “the
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85. In July and August, when rain was required for the kharif erops, it he}d off; but m November

and December more fell than was Jnecessary, and fears were felt for the rabi. v

o
86. The 'mble given below ghows the dxﬂ‘urengs between the falls in both years ini these months :-~
. . 0 .
July August, November, December,
Districts, Year, 3
Inches, | Tenths. | Inches. | Tentke. | Inches, | Tenths. | Inches. ' Tenths,
/
BeCek s 1876 9 8 5 2 1 '3, By ¥
Rawalpindi { 1877 b 4 o 2 4 5 Tl i
4 1876 6 < 3 9 6 . .
Jhelom { 1877 2 i g 5 2 9 6 1
. (| 1878 28] .+ 8 5 9" o
Gujrat 1 - 1897 : 1 1 24 1 2 7 7 £ 0
1876 3 3 9 T 9 8
Shahpur } 1877 ... i [ Bl ¥ 2 3
87. Harvests.—The rabi crop suffered to some extent from the beavy rain and high winds in Apri
1877. e

88, The kharif crop completely foiled owing to the insufficiency of rain in. July, August and

September, except in irrigated lands which bear a small proportion to the cultivated area, The gruss was
alsv scorched and burnt up.

(o 89, On the fuilure of the kharif, prices of fond grain rose rapidly, and cattle began to lose condition and.
dio from the want of fodder and pasture. Distress soon made its appearance amongst the poorer classes, and
the influx of immwigrants from Jammu into the Rawalpindi and GUJIut districts increased the distress
in those districts, and it became necéssary to commence relief works in both. 0

90. Famine relief—The arrangements made by Colonel Parsons, Deputy Commissioner, Gujrat, to meet
thespressure of starving immigrants from Jamumn at a time when the distressed state of our own agrieultural

population prevented their being able to help their starving neighbours, were exceedingly judicious, and well
carvied out by his subordinates.

91. In Rawalpindi much was done to alleviate distress, but the diffieculty with the people who came
Arom Pinch and Kashmir was that they moved off’ whenever asked to work, and would be found begging
elsewhere. g

92., Loss of cattle.—The loss of cattle was great. In the Jhelum district the people say that half
their cattle have died. '

; 1 believerthe statement that half of the cattle died is very little exaggeration, and, of the survivors,a
very large proportion have not recovered yet. In fact it is only the young beasts that could recover.
» - » ™ " - - - » *

94. Harvests.—The rabi of 1877-78 was a very good crop, but the grain und straw were somewhat
injured from the excessive rain and high wind at the time the crops were ripening,

The kharif of 1877-78 fa.xled. The area cultivated was limited and the produce nothing. ak

The rabi of 1878-79 just out was ubovo the average. The gram crop was homer dutroyod byﬁo
excessive rain,

»
s 4

» * » » . . . . » s

103, Commissioner's tours.—Commissioner marched throngh the districts of “Rawalpin h.hm i
and Shahpur, in_April and May 1877, and inspected the sadr offices and juils of JFhelum and ‘
tahsfl of Gujar Khan of the B.awnlpmdl district, the Jhelum and Pind Didan Khan tahsils of the Jholun
digtrict, and the Bhera tahsil of the Shahpur district.

In August 1877, Commissioner visited Rawalpindi, Jhelum and Gujrat, and w the pﬁ.

In October 1877, Commissioner marched through the Rawalpind: district,
the tahsil at Saidan-Béoli or Huttain and the Attock tahsils: the tahsils at
munsifs’ courts and schools at these places were ulso inspected.

; The distriet of Jhelum was also traversed in October and November ; mm»mmmﬂ Q
- Kban and Jhelum were inspected ; also the munsifs’ courts schools.

*  In December 1877 the districts ofBav\lpinﬂiude were visited,
mwmammw.twwm udni‘bnﬂmb.
 InJanuaty 1878 Commis '
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On the 22nd April 1878, Commissioner again proceeded to Jhelum, Shahpur and Gujrat. The particulars
“of this tour apgertain to tlp year 187879, and will appear in the report for that year,
. . . . o g9 . » - » o - . -
g : L] * e . ’ = °
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"EXTRACTS FROM DEPUTY COMMISSIONERS' REPORTS.

JHELUM DISTRICT.

(MAJOR E. G. WACE.)

* * * * * . » - 3 » .

o Effectyof deficient rain-fall on wells.—Tn Ogtoher and November a curious problem arose in the well-

o irrigated tract of the Pind Didan Khan tahksil, lying east of the'town of that name. Of this tract, speaking roughly,
33 per cent. is irrigated from wells, 24 per cent. is moist alluvial Mfnd lying on the banks of the Jhelum, and 43 per
cent. is ordinary dry land. The people are hardworking good cultivators. The population per square mile cul-
tivated is over 600 seuls ; the average depth of the wells is 14 feet to the surface of the water ; the area returned
as irrigated per well 16 acres; and the nnumber of cattle per well 6. The problem was whether if no rain came for
the raBi sowings, the wells could go on working. I feel quite sure they would have broken down. The cattle
were being rapidly worn out before the rain came ; they had worked through the kharif with no rain ; and the

impossibility of their contiruing to irrigate the ordinary area unless helped by rain-fall was becoming daily more
apparent before the rain came to save them.

Moreover the well cattle were evidently eating up all they were able to produce under such difficulties, and
the more the irrigated area contracted, the less both cattle and cultivators would get to eat. The questioy of
swhether wells eannot irrigate in famine times as well as canals, is one which has cvok'eq)mxd will perhaps sfill
evoke much argument. But from whatd saw this year in the well tract of the Pind Dadan Khun tahsil, I
nm-eon.vinced that the wells there would all be soon deserted, if any real fumine occurred.

- Ll L3 L » - L » - LJ
g

GUJRAT DISTRICT.

(LIEUT. COLONEL J. PARSONS.)

» - . . . » * . . .

28. Harvests.-—During the year under report when the rabi harvest arrived to a state of ripening,
heavy rain fell followed by strong winds, which loosened the roots of the crops and prevented the grain from
coming to its proper perfection ; in some parts the grain did not form at all. 'When the kharif sowings were
made, the rain failed, and the drought prevented the seed from germinating excepting partially in damp low-
lying lands, and likewise caused a lamentable scarcity of fodder, resulting in heavy losses of cattle.

Famine Relief.—The indifferent rabi and almost total failure of the kharif crops caused great

distress among the poorer classes of the district; this was enhanced by the influx of large numbers of starving

) from the neighbouring Jammu tervitory. Early relief measures were instituted, which met with your

approval and support, and it is gratifying to record that in a few instances only and these of sick and way

worn arrivals, casualties occurred. Road-work suitable for the poor of all crafts was opened in the distressed

* localities; these were chiefly to the east of the district, and for those unable to work gratuitous relief-was

&lpmud at convenfent_centres supported ‘partly by voluntary contribution and partly by grants from

local funds. The latter”form of relief has discontinued, and the works have been reduced since the rabi

harvest has commenced. T received much assistance from several of the officials and committee members in

~ gthe relief measures that were instituted, but I would especially commend the energetic and humane conduct

of the following : Extra Assistant Commissioner Shelh Arjmand, tabsildir Gulib Rai of Gujrat, Bishan Dis

* Bari, member of the Jaldlpur Municipal Committee, who fed large numbers of poor solely at his own expense, and
- Chay Wm.«tﬁﬂpm and Chdhdhri Mir Bz of Ajnala, both members of the district committee.

: o (-
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EXTRACTS FROM 0.0MMISSIONER'S REPORT.
. p AR,

(COLONEL §. F. GRAHAM.)

* - * -

8. Miscellaneous and fluctuating revenue, —The statement shows that there was a d8crease of
Rs. 16,447 in the fluctuating revenue of the year, due principally to a falling off under the heads of “ alluvial lands,”
“asspssment of waste lands,” ¢ water advantage revenue "’ and “ miscellaneous items,” The decrease under the
above four heads was owing to the extyeme dryness of 1877, and the comparatively small area of land brought
under cultivation by means of rain. ot @

9. The tirni leases have grgdually fallen in the Jhang district in amount since 1874-75, when the
chakdiri system was introduced. A part of this decrease is attributable to the reduction in the scale of grazing
dues, and the unusual drought in the year under report.

» * -

10. The large increase under * miscellaneous item's” is in the Jhang district, on account of fees levied i

in the Settlement Department on grant of measisement “ parchas.”

11. The decrease in the sale proceeds of wood in the Mooltan distriet is attributed to the introduction
of the new system of measurements by which the cubical measnrement of a hundred maunds hes been reduced to
350 cubic feet of hard, and 500 cubic feet of other wood, from 600 cubic feet of both. Dealers therefore have
resorted to neighbouring districts, where they can purchase at cheaper rates from the villagers who still own‘wood
preserves in those districts, X

. * - - - » - . > ;

19. Appropriation of land without sanction.—The Deputy Commissioner Mooltan remarks that
the system of entering on land required for public purposes by the Railway and Forest departments without

autherity, still continues to prevail, thereby entailing unnecessary trouble and inconvenience both to the proprietors
-

and the collector. 5
M ‘- » - » - »h - - - 0

93. Coercive processes.—The number of cases of imprisonment for arrears of revenue decreased from 29
to 16, all of which occurred in the Muzaffargarh‘district. The average duration of imprisonment was only 2 dags
in téhﬁ tahsil. No defaulter was confined in the civil jail.

« 24, Distraint of personal property was resorted toin 21 cases only, compared with 49 the previous year.
Of these 11 occurred in the Muzaffargarh district, and.8 in Montgomery. In Muzaffargarh, in the 11 cases of
distraint, the property was only actually sold in 4 cases. In Moutgomery inevery case the revenue was realized
without the sale of property. y a

25. In the Mooltan district a larger number of warrants than usual was issued in the Sarai Sidhu
and Mooltan tahsils ; at the former place on account of enhancement of revenue, and at the latter owing to
warrants being for the first time issued for collections of zar-i-nagha and tirni dues, for which written notices
other than prescribed warrants, had hitherte been issued,

- » - ! » » * . - L *

27. Takavirules.—* * # Thenew system has had a fair trial, and Tam of opinion
that it would be sound policy to revert to the old system. The Government will certainly gain much more
from the revenue contributions of a prosperous peasantry than from the small sums realized as interest on some
rarve takavi advances.

L L . - - - - L * -

34 Rain-fall.—The average fall of rain was almost the same as last year; but as it fell at very
inconvenient seasons, it did considerable injury to the rabi harvest, qnd it also failed to benefit the khanf
sowings. It appears to have afforded some benefit to the “ Bir" grazing, 3

»

- - » L3 * » - - -

A 5 & < -
49, Commissioner’s tour.—T*made no tour last year, my time being fully occupied with miscellaneous
and other work at the sadr Station. ;

EXTRACTS FROM DEPUTY OOMMIBBIC).'NERB"R”QPT&‘;

.
MOOLTAN DISTRICT.

" " (CAPTAINR. T M IANG.) . °
Tirni system.—The increaso of Rs. 1,625 has accrued in conse
of ruin in September, which caused.s good crop of grass, and attracted
“to measures adopted by Mr. Benton hl 7 -78, whi m."bq‘
 Villagesfwhich sent inno darkhwasts>were called on to euter into.
%«Mwm the numbers of their cattle. Three additio
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" after and supervise the pigserves, and orders were issued to tahsflddrs to cheek, from time to time, the enumeration
of cattle ofeall vill&gen:.whethzr taxed or not, and to test the number of cattle found™ actually grazing inthe
jungles. i WO ;

The rakh establishment of the distriot was alsdutglized ig connection with the tiri argangemengs. It
is needless r me to make any further remarks on the tirni system at present in force in this district. It is
enough for me to state that I agree in the opinion expressed by almost every officer who has had experience of the
said system, and that it is proposed that the Settlement Officer and myself shall go into the matter and try to

nge,some definite system during the term of the new Settloment. The measures adepted by Mr, Benton
m, consider, wise, and have had good results,
e » - * v * » - . » .

‘Waste lands.—The correct area of the lands belonging to GoYarnment as now ascevtained through th
Settfement department, under orders conveyed in Financial Commissioner’s Cireular No. 15 of 28rd March 1878,
i 18,92,074 acres. It inclides the land made over to the Forest and Military depurtments. The area cultivated
was 32,459 acres, against 20,068 in'the last year, and uncultivated 18,59,6%5, of which the area available for le‘ws
for cultivation was 11,66,486 acres,

‘® 3™ »* » » . * * . T . »
. -

" TR
MONTGOMERY DISTRICT.

o (M. MACAULIFFE, EsqQuigk.)

P * » * » * » . » .

‘Waste lands, —The total area of uncultivated waste land in the district during the yeur was 22,93 069
acres. The cultivated portion of bir jungle, viz., 4,094 acres represents kasht bdrdni. The tabsilddra report
that, out of the total area of uncultivated waste land in the district, 6,71,250 acres are available for leases for
cultivation. This however is apt to mislead. The tabsildirs clearly comtemplate land which can be watgred by
wells, by rainall, or which are so situated as to retain some of the water which flpws from or lodges Y the
Wir ; but it is very doubtful whether any purchasers could be obtained for the greater portion of this land.  Of the

otad avea reported by the tahsilddrs as available for cultivation, 1,95,278 ucres can, they consider, be irrigated
_by canals. " . - . * . . . .

™ * *_ Applications have already been made for the purchase of waste lands aggregating
50,708 acres ; and we may be certain that this amount, or about a fourth of what the tahsilddrs state, as ifregablo
Ly canals, is cagable of cultivation, » * * . W .

' . - - . - . » ™ . »
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EXTRACTS FROM COMMISSIONER'S REFDRT.
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.

(COLONEL A. A, MUNRO.)

6. Canalg—The Deputy Commissioner of Dera Ghézi Khan describes the present state of matters in
his district under this head. It is satisfactory to find that the efforts of the Canal depsrtment have lately secuped
a perennial flow of water in two of the most important canals, the benefits of which are great. They have been
specially advantageous, too, during a year when the kharif crops in the submontane tracts failed almost entirely
diverting the energies of the people to decure a rabi crop at the lower extremities of these canals, and thus

”mving them from much distress and want, A new regulator has been erected near the head of the Shorid ganal,

with sothe prospect of securing a similar result to that obtained on the Manka. T quite concur with thé Deputy
mmissioner that it is more advisabfe to utilize the existing canals to the fullest extent for the benefit of the
fople, and the district generally, than to give a dispropoionate amount of attention to costly schemes, possibly
of'a somewhat problematical nature, which would require many years to carry out or complete, even if Government
were prepared to sanction the great expenditure to beincurred upon them, The proposals for the puichase of the
Fazilwah and Dhori canals have been submitted dfiwing the year, and await sanction ; and if the long pending Nir
and Dhundi projects were disposed of by the authorities, the Irrigation (ll::S:rtmant would have a finer field for
operations, and extending the benefits obtainable from these trans-Indus canals, than they have hitherto been able to
secure, A revision of the fixed equivalent for half clearance rate is now called for, as the fime has expired for
which it was fixed by the late Lieutenant Governor. A repn:sentat.ion on the subjfct has bee:x submitwii.
* - * . - ’

13. Kham estates.—Dera Ismail Khan has for many years exhibited a larger number of khim noldings
than auy other district in the province, chiefly with the Gandapur tenures in Kulfchi. A considerable increase in
the receipts from these is observable. Most of the villages held khdm in Tink are on the extreme border, occupied
by Bhittannis, a tribe residing partly within, and partly without, British territory. The number of khdm
holdixgs in Dera Ghizi Khan is only two, the result of temporary causes, which will probably soon be rectified
by the return of certain alsconded proprietors, whose flight was caused by a sudden failure of *the means of
irrigation afforded by a hill stream which changed its course. The previously held kkam estates on the Thal

' and Waziri border in Bannu have now, without exception, been absorbed in the regular settlement, and wiu
 disappear henceforward from this heading. ' i '

|, (Government waste lands.— The extent of land in this division declared to be the property of Government,
|is very large, amounting in area to a grand total of 10,61,454 acres, of which only 24,886 acres are culvivated.
[The greater part of the remainder cousists chiefly of rakh lands, which in Dera Ghdzi Khan specially, are
| capable of great improvement ; 19,000 acres have lately been selected for forest conservancy and demarcation, the
(fencing in of the demarcated lands being in progress. The Deputy Commissioner notes some reprehensiblé
! proceedings on the part of buffaloe owners, who contemplated a shutting up of the rakhs against graziers ; but
' the difficulty will be gov over, Settlement measurements have shown an increase of nearly 6,000 acres to Govern-
‘ment vakhs in the cis-Indus parganas of Bhakkar and Leiah. - z s

» » - - » L .

50. Commissioner’'s tour.—I was in camp ( with the exception of the Christmas week ) from 19th

- » -

* November 1877 to 2nd April 1878, and during that period, I visited every part of the division from Latammar

and Nikki ( 25 miles north of Mari and Kilabigh ) on the northern outskirts, to Réijanpur on the south ;
every tahsil (with the sole exception of Kuldchi, which T was about to visit when a sudden rise of the Luni
stream intervened to provent me )in the division, was inspected by me. Circumstances favored a more
comprehensive tour last season than I had ever before been able to make, and the remoter parts of the cis-
Indus Thal, as well as the greater part of the trans-Indus froutier, were visited by me durmg the camping

season. &

* * » - »- - . - 25k, -

EXTRACTS FROM DEPUTY OOMMISSIONERS' REPORTS.
DERA ISMAIL KHAN DISTRICT.

(MAJOR C. E. MACAULAY.)

. » » - » » - *e -
34 Rain-fall—The rain-fall during the year was 1'50 inches less than that of the previous year ; at’
the same tume, it is sa to observe, that the average rain-fall of the last 5 years exceeds that of the

previous 5 years. The falls of rain that took place in the months of Novembér and December, were most
unusual, and served to avert acomplete failure of the rabi crops on the Déman, ; o
Two villages in the Ténk tahsil suffered so considerably from hail storms, that remissions of revenue
were granted them to the extent of injury eaused io their crops. S y e et
The hill streams caused no serious damage : '
mmpla:ly&ihd to descend this year at the usual season
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Iﬂmfion.—lrrgnﬁon' has received attention during the year. A new cutting from the river in the
P;hﬁiu.r ilaka has producigve of considerable benefit to that of the d the work is sti
of further pmﬁtablmelop;:l?t. . N T e s s e
But the most important irrigation work undertal®n darng the year in the districl, cohsists of'a cut
through stone and rock for 150 yards at the mouth of the Gumal, where it enters British territory. ‘The result
of it has been to throw a portion of the permanent flow of the Gumal torrent into a northern channel, and thus
to water a large tract of country in the northern part of the Diman that has never enjoyed any such permanent
irrigation before. What the financial profits of this project will prove eventually, it is impossible to acourately
calculate at present, but that they will be cousiderable I'have very little doubt ; a separate report will be submitted
with detailed information as aeon as pra.ftica.ble, as'the wa.ter.wa.n only turned into it on the 16th May.
. . » - * -

® Merino Sheep.— Out of the 20 merino rams received from*the Hissar farm in 1875 and 1876, only 6 '
are now alive. T now keep ‘them up at Shekh Budin during the hot went.hezé and I think they will thrive there. I
have just seen them and they are healthy and in gozxue. .
Azim Khan Kamdi has now 200 of their produce, and he speaks highly of their quality.
» - - Ll . -

» * »
. . . :
.
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DERA GHAZI KHAN DISTRICT. '

(F. W. R, FRYER, Esquizs.)

.

‘Canals, —¥ * *  Two canals, the Manka and the Dhundi, were kept open throughout
#he cold weather, and rabi erops were grown with canal irrigation on both canals. The greater part of
the Lughari tribe settled on the tail of the Manka for the winter months, and cultivators flocked to the Dhundi.
“The crops were unfortunately much damaged by caterpillars, but still there is no doubt, that the loss of the
Kkharif harvest, would have been much more severely felt, had it not been possible to keep the two largest &mals
in, the district open for the rabi harvest, o

The Shoria canal has been supplied with a regulator near its head, and the irrigation officers expéet to be
able to give a perennial supply from that canal. If the experiment succeeds, I trust that all the canals in the
distriet will gradyally be furnished with regulators, so that in course of time all the canals will flow perennially.

I think that too much attention has been given in this district to the elaboration of new and very eqstly
irrigation schemes, of which the success would be doubtful, whilst too little attention has been given to phe
improvement of existing canals, on which I am convinced that much might be done with comparatively little
«expense, and with the certainty of a sufficient return, which could easily be obtained as a result of the large
increase in the rabi cultivation.

The Dhimgdna canal, owing to the changes of the river at its head, has worked badly for several years. *
Tast year a new head had to be dug for the Dhingéna canal in the middle of the irrigation season, and & now head
is said to be required for that canal again this year. All these changes of canal heads are very expensive, but are
aimavoidable, and for'm a fair charge against the mn.iutena.nce of canals. B . k b

. - - »

*

Forest reserves,—* *
acres, and this area should certainly be all good forest land. The Assistant Conservator of Forests who came to
gurvey the reserved rakhs, told me that he had recommended some fresh changes. To thesealso I should agree,
but it would be well if the area to be reserved were definitely settled, and When this has ouce been done, further
alterations of area should not be allowed. 4

The Déman rakh in the Réjanpur tahsil, which is one of those selected by the Forest department, was twice
ot on fire by graziers. The Dfman rakk is a very large one, and the graziers dread being excluded from it. It was
et on fire to deter the forest officers from selecting it.  Mr. Browne, Deputy Conservator of Forests, thought
it would be unnecessary to close the rakh to buffaloes and eows. The graziers in the rakh are neary all bufluloe
.owners, 50 that if the rakh is kept open to buffaloes, the graziers will have no cause of complaint. Inauy case, their
_antion in setting five%o the rakh, was most reprehensible, and it would be a proper punishment for them to be
-exduded.fron' the r‘skh hltogo.ther. ¥ £ »

: Horse-breeding.—The horse fair which was held this year at Dera Ghazi Khan itself was largelyattended,
and was a great success. As many as 1,200 horses wero shown, and the Assistant Superintendent Horse-breeding,

I’mn said that in quality and breeding, the horses of Dera Ghizi Khan surpassed any that he had seen in

any district. - They were doficient only fu size.
'~ Bulls and rams.—Two bulls and four rams have lately been received from Hissar. The bulls are
~ not 50 good as I had hoped, and arrived here in miserable condition. Oue had worms in & wound in its nostr ls,
and gne had a worm-eaten woupd b its foot. Two half bred English bulls were bought at Umballaglast year.
. One is at Dera Ghizi Khan, #Hd one at Rijanpure Their servicesare in constant demand, and their produce
during the year was upward of 50 calves. j

Ld » *

o

. fMwo rams, a Southdown, and & Merino, had been sent to the Biloch hills, and made over to the

Haddiams. The other two will be kept with a flock of ewes purchased from district funds, as wasdone at
ur, and be kept in the bill8 during the hot weather. pe
Many cattle died during the year from® starvation, but there was no cattle im ol g
! T R e e e e A : »

e Rz : f g

* The Forest department has decided to conserve only 19,000
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r.“ .
EXTRACTS FROM OOl&MIBSIONER'S REPORT, ¢
« . °
(MAJOB. W. G WATERFIELD. )
“ - * * ¢ - ¥
3. Land revenue collections. —The collections as compared with 1876-77 were as follows :—
1876-77. 1877-78. Difference.’
Peshiwar .. GIT,176 635,897 + 18,729
Hazdva e 2,20,740 1,890,974 —. 3 2 %
Kohit 88,927 85,678 = | $204 i
. —
Total . 9,26,8428 911,549 — 15,203 ‘

These figures are exclusive of collections on ncconnt previous years, which aggregated Rs, 26,689, or u pet i increase,
notably in the Peshdwar district, of Rs. 6,004 over (,oHoctloﬁs durmg past pear.

Balances,—Compared with the bulances of previous year the figures for the year under report show an
ingrease, thus :—

1876-77. 1877.78. Difference. 4

Peshfwar . 68538° 48720 - 19,818
Hazfira e 1,198 32578 + 81,450 ¢
Kohdt .. 9,342 9,728  + 386

Total . 79,008 91,028 + 12,018

Thesg&gures inclnde balances of previous years, and are satisfactory for the Peshiwar distriet. The heavy
balances in the Hazdra disfrict ave owing to distress, and will be reported upon separately.

‘ - * - » - - » * * r
8. Irrigation.—In the Peshiwar dvstnct 380 villages, or an area of 1,44,301 acres were irrigated, a trxﬂe .

. under past figures, and the cost of establishment was Rs. 5,602 exclusive of a fluctuating charge of Rs. 500 for
! repairs, &e.; of the tetal demand, Rs. 5,847 were Trealized.

¢ The Swat river canal is in progress,

» » - * » * - * * *

« Jaribat " lands.—The demand on the Kohdt ¢ jaribat” lands increased from Rs. 497 in 1876-77 to

' *Rs. 585 in 1877-78, of which Rs. 583 were collected. The Deputy Commissioner has furnished explanation of the

term * |a.rlbu.t with reference to para. 11 of the review of His Honor the Lieutenant Governoron the report for

.| 187677, from which it appears that the assessmentonthese lands since annexation was Re. 1 per jarib or
Lacre; hence the term jaribat, These lands will be brought on theaent roll durmg present settlement.

15. Government lands. —Forests and rakhs,—The arca of all Government estates in this division
totals 204,993-2-27 acres, and yleldl an income of Rs. 14,607. The Forest deparmont have the management of
154,177 acves from the estates in the districts of Peshéwn.r and Hazéra, and in the former distriet the municipal
coutmittee manage 103 acres ; the income from these amounted to Rs. 953'and Ks. 915 relget.tlvely, excluding
income from the Hazira estnten under the Forest department, the accounts of whieh are kept y the Conservator of
Torests. In Hazira Rakh Manakrai only is repotted available for lease for cultivation, but this rakh should not
be consideed available for ecultivation, but should be used entirely for the growth of fire-wood and new
doseriptions of trees, bamboos, &c., and this has been explained to the Deputy bomlmmoner, the 2 others belng

srequired for military und police purposes. !
- - * - - » - . *- -

42, Commissioner’s tour.—The Commissioner throug\wa& the year under report was Sir Richard
Pollock, who was for some four months in the Hazfra district, and again in the colé¢ weather for some umo
in Kohdt during the Jowiki expedition, and for some time in the Afridi hills ; the rest of the time he was in

. the Peshdwar district, but in none of the districts was he ever actually on tour-in tents.

- » - * - . Vi1 » * * s
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consequently there werg not so many institutions during the year under report. Of the 15,549 cases :( which
include cages pendingfrom the previous ;eor) 14,726 or 95 per cent. werg disposed of, reducing the balance at
the end of the yeAr m‘18,053 in 1876-77 to 822 in 1877-78.

- - »

L]
“ * . ®  Weig . . ", »

.

KOHAT DISTRICT.

(Carraix T. C. FLOWDEN)
- - - -

4 »
. *«Jaribat" lands.—~With reference to para. 11 of the minute of His Honor the Lieutenant Governor of
the Punjab, on the Revenue Report for 1876-77, I would mention that these lands are lands which before
annexation had been mortgaged to Miin Khel Sagads, and others, on the condition that the mortgagees (owing
to their priestly birth and character) should not be responsible for the Govermment demand, but that the
Yortgagof should continue to be liable for it. The descenvlants of these mortgagors in time died out or emigrated,
and before the British rule, the governors for the time, having regard to the status of the mortgagees, were content
to lose the revenue assessed on these lands. In the first days of British rule Re. 1 per “ jarib " (or half acre)
was assessed on the mortgagees in possession, hence the lands became known as * jaribati.” They however will all
be brought on td the regular rent roll during the present settlement.
. . - - . » L] L] L]
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- ’because, according to statistics Mﬁ“ﬂﬁ'w Gﬂmmmmwﬁ qatio
" cent. less in 18?;5:;.”“., previons year. The increase may, however, be pagtly ot

4 : hqyﬂuou

.fﬁs‘ ﬁ‘hemmwo& Dem,dﬁrhichm

bmnghttonohoe viz,, that the stamp vendors of the Muzaffarnagar, Meerat and B iets in
Puvuz&u, where no discount is alﬁbwl;d 01;11! urdohm o£ Oo;lrt l:;: ‘m’

theDelhutremrythmnghto vendors, with'whom they pri & divis
mount and thus the P Stamp revenue beueﬁu'a.t the e e Nor& ‘m i
The Deputy Commissioner of Jultundur accounts for the increage in n his district by sayir

‘was a slack yeur of business on account of epidemic sickness, while the year under report was 1
business rcverted to its ordinary limits. This, however, dly explains the matter, for 1 find th
not many more suits instituted i 1877 than in 1876, while the income from Opnrb Fees not on
the depression of 1876-77 but greatly exceeded the income of 1875-76.

The Deputy Commissioner of Umballa reports that the increase in his dmtuet m “WW
drought and scarcity of the year 1877-78, and the consequent inability of zaminddrs and others up to
their creditors, and these latter, to prevent their debts being out of limitation, had to sue in court.” M :
have supposed that the drought and scarcity of the year would have had a ‘directly oontury effect, N:d M
money-lenders, instead of pursuing their straitened dabtors in a court of law at a season when they coul® o)
to extract little from them, would have sought rather to save limitatibn by renewing old bonds, .
notice that the suits instituted in the Umballa district during 1877 were ﬂkhgly fever thqnnﬂu )
year. 5

No explanation has been given of the increased income in Gu;rﬁnwila md Amritsar, but mhothﬁ

there was a considerable increase of litigation. The increase in Gurdispur is attributed by the |
Commissioner to the “failure of crops.” The increase in Ferozepore is unexplained, and appears to hav
accompanied by a large decrease in the amount of litigation. s

8. The income derivable from Fees of Court is of course mainly dependont upon ﬂn mgnntm(
htlgt.txon, enquiry into the causes of variation in which pertains rather to a report on the adminisf
Onnl Justice than to one on the Stamp Administration ; but when, as in the present instance, we find a
of revenue from sals of Court Tee stamps attending on diminished litigation both as to num
value of suits ;—when moreover, this increase occurs in a year of bad harvests and agricul ‘
fairly be inferred that an unexplained reason lies in the back-ground. I venture, though with
‘the mect\u'e that the increase is to _extent only nominal, and that the income of the preﬂmu

by extensive stamp frauds - are only now gradually coming to light. 5
w-; . 9. Theincome from aComFaes includes that from Process Fess, tnd from the uotibed Dr
Process Fees. statement which forms one of the accompaniments to this report, it will

that the total receipts from this source was Rs 2 62,288 M Wh was 10t
luﬁuwnt to cover all charges, but to leave a net surplus of Re 79,447,

10. The sales of Nonjudicial stamps have reached th; high Sﬂ!gn\lzre a;t(\ BK'ohoﬁ 73, 712&?&
more than in 1876.77 ; and Lud nina, imla, t, are the onl

Nonjudicial Stamps. vy have not contributed to this increase. This large enhancement
<48 hardly matter for oongmtula.mn. for it is mainly due to the scarcity arising from the all but total

Tnirahie: ; wweaso, 108t kharff harvest, which _mpoveriuhod
Sialkot O RN e , 10901 turists, destroyed 'their cattle by
Umballa ey 18708 Jullandur ... . 9491 compelled themt.omortto the mouey'
Guwgnon .. » 11208  Hosbiarpur o 5 939 moans of tidi over their difficulties.”

execution of an extraordinary number of bonds, mortgages and other such deeds, all of
engmuod on stamped paper. The increased sale of nou-judicial stamps was most m
muén ‘but it was large in overy distriot where scarcity prevailed. !

11, Tho Stamp duties realized in cash have incroased
.&md&ﬂg&n&m Rs. 8,492 and ponaltie from Bs. 7,124 w:,au. These

for no vemark., A

12 Theouhhnd:ng:;:zthbegmniﬁgofthey?lx::hmmw
asmuntwusubnqun anced by |
 Pauper Suits. came %o Rs, 7863(mc1h&mg¥434 v
’1378-77, and Rs. 22,681 were struck off as irrecoverable under the authorit;
:;It oIBél. 59 as Bhetlﬂ':dooum:thu ofga. 123,376 unrealized
mp uty on ts I‘MM rmtv ipo]
A mm.m 2



; ‘ ) r proved very im , and included the
' bgdnd or left the district, or who hhdﬁ'.nn up selling stamps. Some -
a license, or on obsolete licenses granted under XXXVI of 1860 or Act X
aelling both General and Court Fees Stamps, although licensed to sell oue
y. In some districts the number of licensees was far too small, the Treasurer and his
the virtual monopoly of the vend, especially of Court Fee Stamps, an arrangement the inconveni-
y obvious ; in others, on the contrary, the number of vendors was much in excess of local require-

aence of which the trunsactions of each man were few, and as he could afford to invest only

; he naturally took stamps of the smaller values only, whick find the readiest sale;

was by no means uncommon for a bond chargeable with% stamp duty of 8 anas to be written

‘stamped paper each of the value of 2 anas, or for a Court Fee of 12 anas to be represented by 6

of the value of 2 anas. The requirements of each district must of  course vary according to local

of which the Deputy Commissioner is in éhe bgst position to jud'g\a ; but I think it should be made

of the grant of every licensethat the licenseo maintgins at all times a stock of the stadps ‘ordinarily

sufficient for ap ayérage fortnight's consumption. And I have, where necessary, suggested to

puty Commissioners the advisableness of periodically reviewing their lists of vendors by recalling all licenses

: ing or refowing them as might seem expedient in each case after an inspection of the sales registers
and aconsidera ion. of the local demand. T ‘ y

D the ged, 294 persons were punished for wilful breaches of the stamp law, against 226
% i persons so punished in 1876-77, Rewards to informers under section 38 of the
and Re-  General Stamp Act have virtually ceased since the decision of the Chief Court that
A - ministerial offizers are not entitled to such rewards.

he work of double-punchiug adhesive Court Fee Stamps in old files, which Jast year was re
s as complete inall districts save Peshdwar, have also been bmm to completion in
of latter district. In the course of my inspections I have, as a rule, found this second-
: . punching process fairly well done in the re offices; excopt that the perforation hag
been effeeted by tearing out a piece with the finger , & practice which has been the source
auds, This tice of using the finger nails prevails not only in the record offices, but in the
collation by the court of first instance under section 80 of the Court Pees Act. It is done perhapg
le, but it is quite as often resorted to from the want of proper punching inltrument:!
e coyrts is urgently needed if the present system of levying Court Foes by means
_ ly is to continue in force. 4
. Experiments have recently been made with some instruments for this pnrpose of a pattern d
R oY g ‘inr,t;z R{u‘ki Workshops, ad well as with some instruments of other pattercs ; an
%’“’ - although the working of none of these proved entirely satisfactory in their existing
~ form, yet the Rurki machine with certain suggested modifications in the cutting
promise of being a cheap and effective instrument.
 Somo oases of the fraudulent reuse of old court foo labels, and of thoir abstraction from files for
~_the purpose of being so used have been reported during the year. The first was
;o from Umballa, where some stamps had been made away with, and two members of
o were the responsible parties, and against whom grive suspicion existed, were dismissed
against them was not considered sufficient for their committal for trial by a criminal

s, the list, though forthcoming,

, reported from Gu a petition. was presented in the Deputy Commissioner’s
'?d a court fee label wl:m already been punched. The offender was fined Rs. 20.
‘oceyrred in the Gurddspur district. Three members of the Munsif’s establishment -

f vemoving labels from files with fraudulent intent, and were punished, one with
uced by the Chief Court on appeal to 3 years), and the others with 6 months’ imprison-

arred in' the court of the Commissioner of Jullundur, where frauds estimated

successfully committed ; unpunched labels having been ‘:ivslumatielll taken

aces ied by old labels obtained from the files of the adjacent | Causo

ught home to a member of the establishment, who was sentenced to

2 here that all the officers with whom I have conversed on the subject
continuance of the use of adhesive labels for court fees (except to repre:

a 1 u%rud‘ to officers, and of tempta tl




%h&hd&%hﬁww
.78, The value oﬂhehhm&_w
&2%8 7 on the ®dst March 1878,

will be'$ for further reducing it.

maposituhtowﬂumyeqhmﬁnn oﬂl»amneu ofthemwd~
8 indicate, il

21. 1t has heretofore l;eeg thdﬁh:l that postnge nehm.ee ,}lbemredf no m
of the: etorxmpmmbxbyom a fran
o udul]:ntuuofner- which oecumdy at Umballa in November lut, in which
séntenced to° 18 months’ imprisonmertt. and 10 fine
labels, shows that they may be turmed to fraudulent account. The fraud in t{h '
gervice label to the corner of an envelope, and then drawing a broad black border, afm’m
in border, on the latter so as to obliterate the word * service" printedam-thohbp],
label and envelope for a private letter. i Al

e

B ¢ ‘
2. ¢ The ulu of Telaymph Stamps increased from Rs, 2,61, 992 in 1876-77 to R‘ 3,16
Telegraph Stamps. a considerable enhancement which I hn,vo no means

the balances in stock, which at the beginning of the muth
mdnoedtoR:.200745&tmcloue,ammwhcbuwellthhmthe pr::?ﬁbedhm}; :

23. Some oonesponﬂenee took plla.ce during the year under rezlfew having rd'ereue m the p
. the accumulation of excessive stocks stamps “in district treasuries,
Tmﬁm of stodk in tound that there wns considersble dis roportaont{b.etweqthg value -
. at the beginnin the year, and the previous year's sales ; this
which has existed for many yo-m. pmvod on vem‘@ntwn to be oamd partly \{y the mmW'
to0 a 12 months’ obnnumpﬂonm ore, Delhi, Mooltan, and Rawalpindi, to
. districts, but chiefly by the in nearly every treunr; of h:ge rhoohot
; dn:pl ofﬂn hwmr va for w ﬂw demand is rare. .

onbuhdeumﬁea
Al 1). The mrvel |.t Delhi, Mooltan and Ra di are to b nall
i ( ~ months’ to a6 montbu’ supply. walpin W J Wm

' m The indents of treasury officers are so regulahd that the stock of lh&qw
never allowed to fall below a 8 months’ nor to exceed a 12 monthl' mppl;

(8). An annual return has been prescribed showing the numbeulndnlnenl d’.f
tmm:yforvhichthemhubesnnodemmddu gmmﬁ

: mhﬂ0|mkbm0mtmshmpdep6ta&hu i

g Mwmh&ve,!oﬁr been attended with the following results, TheManma

Mumw&gofﬂmywwoh vﬂm«&:&.sassz reduced :

little more than the sales of the year, General stam

Rs. l?,ﬁ!,??&thhewm lumﬁlluhoﬁlhhu smllfumkeru&uedio&a

sfer of unsaleable ihmpc to Odmm.
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‘ W‘ 25. The cost of the office of Superintendent of Stamps during the past
bl two years was as follows :— :

e . . s e
—p——
G . L] .
i ; 0y th 1876-77. TS
.

} . : ‘
alary of Superintendent, ... " 7506 | 15| 10 g;uo' . |
Establichment ... L & 1485 | 18| 4 Yuer | | .

r
Office Contingencies - . P 660 | 12 9 507 T 2
Printing Charges . . . » m! s| 3 w2l o132
.
*  Travelling allowance ... e - wl o wmr] sl .. 563 | 5
.
House rent - %) R 084 | .. - ‘88&
.~ — | — o ——| ———
. . ) o .

* Total o= 1075 12| @ o368 | B! 4

A

~ ®hange of Officers:

M

26, For she first 11 days of the year under report T officiated as Saperintendent of Stamps during the

absence on leave of my predecessor, Mr. W. Kirke. On Mr. Kirke's retirement
from the service ou 1st August 1877, T permanently succeeded him in the office.
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From—E. P. Hesprreow, Esqun&,()ﬁciah":g Government Advocate, Bunjod. .

To--J. A. E. M1LLER, EsQuirg, Secretary to Financial Commissioner, Punjab.
No. 405—D. M., dated Lahore, 15th dugust 1878,
Annual Report for I have the honor to submit the usual annual report of the business transacted

1877-78. through this office during the year 1877-88, with the appendices marked A. and B,
Incumbents of office. 2. During the period under report, the duties of Government Advocate wero
. conducted as follows :—
. Up to 2nd May 1877 by Mr. H. M. Plowden,

From 3rd May 1877 to 23rd February 1878 by Mr. W.*H. Rattigan.
From 24th February 1878 by Mr. E. P. Henderson. )
. & Appendix A. contains the usnal dotaibed lig of references disposed of during the year wnder report,

Appendix A.Referencos. and® the following tabulag stuu-;m-ntr shows the number and distribution of
reforences disposed of during the past b years:—-

{,'ompamtive statement of references disposed of in the swveral years from 1873-T4 to 1877-78,

® No. Nnme.of DBepartment. 1873-74, !1371-76. 18756-76. ! 1876-77. | L877-7R, | Remarks,
i |
—w - — |
1| Government Punjab, Civil Department w | o 29 35 40 50
2 | Financial Commissioner ... 39 46 30 b2 21
3 | Government Panjab, Public Works Departuent b 18 35 o7 b
4 | Inspector Cieneral of Police 4 2 4 3 1
6 | Inspector General of Prisons 1 1] v.u 1 3 ‘e
6 | Post Master (ieneral 1 1 2 6| 4 1
7 | Inspector General of Registration ... 0
; 8 | Conservator of Forests 2 3 6
"™ 9 | Accountant General, Punjab i 1 2
10 | Currency Department 1
11 | Director of Public Instruction 2 1 1
12 | Miscellaneous ... o, b 11 26 11 16 ‘e .
.
Totals 187 142 11 143 154 .

Theenumber of references continues to increage ; the number for the year under report was 154, and the
average number for the past 5 years 143, The most notable feature as regards distribution in last year's report
was the large increase in opinions furnished to tho Financial Commissioner, and the decrease in the number
furnished to the Public Works Department ; whereas, in the present year, the opinions given to the Financial
Commissioner are less than half the number given in 1876-77, and the number given to the Public Works Depart-
ment has exactly doubled. The number of references disposed of for the Local Government still continues
to rise,

X 4. The firsy part of appendix B, shows the original civil suits conducted
ox?ﬁpg:?ggtsn Part I; through this office onpbehult' of Government. There were only 2 in 1877-78, us
’ against 5 in the preceding year. .

0. The first of these cases is that of Sikandar Khan, claim Rs. 1,76,419, damages for breach of contract,
X which I regret to say is still pending before the arbitrators. Mr. Spitta, Barrister-
SikandarKhanversus .t Tuw, hus been appointed an arbitrator in room of the late Mr. Reynolds.
?:gf:'tm of Btate for gy ther delay has occurred owing to the temporary absence of Mr. Rattigan, the
o other arbitrator, from India. The case is now being proceeded with, and endeavours

will be made to finigh it as soon as possible.

6. This was a petty case conducted through this office on behalf of the Court of Wards, Amritsar, under
instructions from the Financial Commissioner. The plaintiff, one Dulo, througle
Dulo versus Sardar My Higgins, Pleader, sued Sardir Bakhshish Singh in the district court of Lahore
m’h"h Singh of Am- for Rs. 500, on account of money advanced, and for damages for breach of contracts
" The it was dismissed by Mr, Robinson, Extra Assistaut Commissioner, for want
of jurisidiction.
ppendix . 7. The second part of appendix B, is a statement of civil appeals conducted
¥ SPApeﬂl i +“through this office on behalf of the Government. These were 9 is number, the
S * average for thegpast § years having been a little over five per annum,

8. The first case was that of Kirpa Ram and others, plaintiffs, versus the Secretary of State,

; defendant. This sait arose out of a contract entered into between the plaintiffs

'mam.” .?gﬁ:ggs and the Executive Engineer, Special Survey division, Wesfern Jumna Canal, for

i e .r ® the construction of certain works on that canal. The plaintiffs, alleging that they

el 4] had completed the work, and that it had been approved, sued for Rs. 4,716-13-3 as
~ balance due under the contract ; Rs. 650 for extra work alldged to have been ‘done; Rs. €5.8-4 for materials
~ taken over by Government, and Rs. 381 s interest, making a total of Rs, 6,823-3-7, The main plef advanced

.,4\ Z
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by Government, was that the plaintiffs had failed to execute the work in accordance with the terms of their con-
tract, and fraudulently sup{)]ied bad materials, and had done the work in such an imperfect manner that part would
have to be repaired and a large portior entirely redone ; that plaintiffs had been called ugbn to repair’ and re-do
such work, but had neglected to do so; and that the Government had therefore “been obliged to undertake it
itself ap & cost of &s. ¥B86-12-4. It is unnecesspry to dotafl the pleas as regards the smaller items.

The claim was dismissed in toto by the first court ( Mr, Delmerick, Extra Assistant Commissionér, Delhi ).
Plaintiffs thereupon appealed to the Comissioner of Delhi, their cluim in appeal being only Rs. 5046-2-9, The
case was heard before Mr. Barkley, Additional Commissioner of Delhi, who decreed Rs. 584-15-9 in plaintiffs’
favour, and dismissed the suit as to the balance. The plaintiffs then appealed to the Chief Court as regards the
balance disallowed, which, with costs, #mounted to Rs. 4,746-10-8.  This appeal was heard by Lindsay and
Fitzpatrick JJ., and was dismissed with costs. In this appeal, the plaintiffs were represented by Mr. Spitta, and
the Governwent by Mr. Rivaz, Mr. Rattigan having been previous to his appointment tb officiate as Government
Advocate, retained by the appellants, The case is uninteresting, and involves no questions of law : it seems
unnecessary therefore to dwell longer on the sghject. )

9. This was a claim for Rs. 166-2.6 on account of “ dharrat,” or weighing dues, and the Government
Sobha Singh versus being interested in the general question, the Financial Commissioner instructed the
Mallik Bassu. Government Advocate to appear at the hearing before the Chief Court. The
question raised was, whether the plaintiff, who held a farm from the lambardirs of Shuhdara in the Lahore
district, of the right to levy “dharrat” on fire-wood imported into the village and sold to the Punjab Northern
( State ) Railway authorities for use along the line.

Both the lower courts held that, under Government of India Resolution dated 6th Novgmber 1868, the
plaintiff was not entitled to levy * dharrat.” In appeal to the Chief Court, the plaintiff urged that by cuetom
he was entitled, us representing the lambardérs, to levy “dharrat” upon firewood brought into the village aad
sold at the Shahdara sarai. As the question of custom had not been investigated or considered by the lower
courts, the cuse was remanded and transferred to the court.of Mr. Robinson, Extra Assisstant Commiséioner,
Lahore, tor enquiry into the alleged custom.

10, The next appeal was that of Bansi Lal versus the Seccretary of State, known as the Raiyanwila case,
Dzl Tl sernts il referred to in para. 17 of this office report for 1876-.77.' This case is one of great
of State for India? 80V importance to Government, as it involves general principles as to the authority of
settlementr officers to bind the Government by their acts, and as to the ratifization of
those acts by the Government when sanctioning a settiement. It appeared that in the settlement of the Umballa
district in 1852 a Mr. Dawe was granted the zamindéri of the village of Rui{;nwﬁlu, and his name was direciod
to be entered in the proprietory column in the settlement papers, In making this order, the settlement officer was
acting under the authority of revenue Circular No. 8 dated 11th February 1852 of the Board of Administration,
which authorized settlement officers to grant the zamindari or proprietory rights in kkdna khali, or Government
estate to private individuals, It did not appear that the settlement officer had his attention drawn to the fact,
that although the entire village of Raiyanwila belonged to Government, there were portions of it which were in
the possession of the canal department, and part of it occupied by the bed of Western Jumna Canal. All such
portions, including even the bed of the canal, were recorded as the property of Mr. Dawe. Plaintiffs alleged in
their plaint that Mr. Dawe having died, they purchased the village from his widow in Novembér 1860, and
obtained possession of the village under the deed of sale. The plaintiffs further alleged that in kharif 1871,
Mr. James, an officer employed on the Western Jumna Canal cut grass and reeds from the two plots in dispute,
which are part of the village of Raiyinwila, and had come into their possession under the sale ; that in 1872
they cut and removed the grass and reeds according to long established usage ; that in 1873 Mr. James again
began to cut and remove the produce of the land, but was stopped by plaintiffe’ servants; that eventually the
Deputy Commissioner, while recognizing them as the proprietors of the land, considered that both they and the
Canal Department were in possession, and that the dispute could only be decided in a civil suit.

The Government Advocate on behalf of defendant pleaded, (1) that the land in dispute lay between the
banks of,the Western Jumna Canal, and was the property of Government, and had always been so ; (2) that it
was occupied by Government prior to the existence of the village of Raiydnwéla which was founded by Mr. Dawe,
a canal officer, about 1830 ; (3) that from time immemorial, the canal department had been in possession of
the land in dispute and taken the produce; (4 ) that the village of Raiydnwila was one of the * free villages " on
the canal, in which villages the canal department took what land was required for departmental purposes, and
gave canal water free in exchange, the vi.l&go giving free labour ; (5 ) that plaintiffs did not purchase the land
from Mr. Dawe or his representatives. ¥

The plaintiffs rejoined that Government in its own settlement papers of 1852-53 had recorded Mr Dawe
as owner of the land in dispute ; that plaintiffs purchased the land from the nephew and heir of Mr. Dawe, and
mutation of names had taken place in their favour in the revenue register, and they had held possession continu-
ou'ally ever since, and defendant had admitted their title; that defendant by his admission was estopped from
raising any plea of this kind ; that as a favour, the canal officers wery allowed grass, reeds, &o., gratis at a time
when cuui water was given free; that defendant had no right of easement or other right to or upon the land.

Mr. Pitcaithly, Extra Assistant Commissioner, Umballa, who tried the case, found that Government was

not estopped by any entry in the settlement record, and that Government had hﬁ{ adverse possession for more

than 12 years; and accordingly dismissed the suit with costs. o
The plaintiffs thereupon appealed to the Commissioner of Umballa, and on the application of both parties
the.ppodmmondinmomw ; o

It was beld by that court that the Government in sancti the settlement of the Umballa district did
not ratify ull the acts of the settlement officer, including thogunt'o% the entire village of Raiyfnwla, and that

plaintifis had failed to show any acts or admissions on the part of the officers of Govérnment since the date of

the grant, which weuld have the effect of estopping Gove t from contesting the tif’s claim ; also that
the settlerent officer exceeded his authority in gmﬂngmg:nnmihdm without mu’ﬁmnéwwm;ﬂi ve
plots in dispute, as the circular of the Board of Administration referred only to lands which were used for
'tﬁwlw purposes, or which might, by reclamation or otherwise, be used, for such purposes, and did not include
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lands held by Government for public purposes ; and Mr. Justice Fitzpatri
zgamindéri dx’d not inclpde the two plots in dispute, which were lookgd t:;:nf::ﬂ;afnhzlfdtl&.za:?l gr'?"ﬁz :fpto}:l’
was accordingly dismigyed with costs. Th - case is reported as case No. 1 of the Funjab Kecord for.l878 mI:d i8
» ;:ll ‘worth h: anefgl“p:mld._ ® Mr. Rivaz conducted the appeal on behalf & Government in the Chief Cot;rt, Mr.
Adt:g::e. - ving retuined by the appellants greyious ta.o his appointment to ogicint..e ss Goyernment
11 This was a suit brought in March 1876 on behalf of the Forest Department of the North West
Secretary of State for P_rovmoeu against Hari Singh and mussammit Rij Kour as sureties of one Budh
India versus Hari Singh, contractor. Budh Singh had contracted to saw timber, and provide sawyers
%qngﬁo‘u!:'d Mussammat for the Forest Department, but, for reasons which it is here unnecessary to detail
) . he failed to carry out his contract. Budh Singh having died, a suit was brou ht
against his sureties for the recovery of the balance of advances made to the former, Rs. 2,099-12-8 A dec[:eo
for this amount, th.lx. costs, was obtained in the district court, Amritsar, on 9th, Augm;t 1876. .Defendlntl
appeaked to the.Comuumonor in formd pauperis, and on 5th June 1877 their appes! was dismissed.
12, This was an appeal to the Additional .Commissioner of Amritsar in a petty case instituted against
EB&dri. DD“ and ﬁ(;_vl::n:{l)mm b& E;gn Dis sng ann?ni Dis, carriers, on account of carriage of
anarsi as  versus e opur workshop from Amritsar. The original claim
ﬁgﬁm of State for Ra. 314-4-9, and the lower gourt (hri)r Trafford), gave them a dscree for Rs. ;53:-4‘-?.‘
B gt " Plaint!fts appealed to the Additional Commissioner of Amritsur as regards the
Rs. 60 disallowed. This Rs. 60 was on account of fines which Goverument had the right to impose under the
g(;n::}:zrfz iﬂfza mt;be deliyqries of stngen. M% Symth, the Additional Commissioner, considering that it would
ce the provision as to fines without i i inti
Mits s, Site iucrea:ing e decm‘:‘o R: 28:23?8 warning, gave pluntlﬁ'g a decree for Rs. 10 on
'. 18. This was an eppeal to the Chief Court from a decree of the Commissioner of Lahore, dismissing
Eutab Khan Appit. Kutab Khan's appeal from a decree of Mr. Walker, Assistant Commissiouer,
versus Secretary = of Kasur. The plamntifi’s claim was to occupancy rights in 19 ghomdos and 14
State for India. marlas of land, and was dismissed by the Assistant Commissioner. The Commis-
Gon e $51 Besaaianiones lgflt:er élisminsed th(;a appeal as * quite out of time.” The Chief Court remanded
with orders to consider the exc i i
ke s bl o v 1l o sl s :n:t.““ alleged by the appellant for the delay in n.p{)enhng,
L 14. This was a suit by Government to contest the defendants’ right to dig kankar from cortain land in the
"~mdulji and sons versus Village of Tung in the Awmritsar district, and claiming damages to the amount of
the Secretany of State Rs, 3,180 for kankar wrongfully taken. The Judicial Assistant of Amritsar
fo.r India. ( Mr. Benton ), gave a decree for Rs, 807-5-0, and full costs on Rs. 3, From
this decree defendants appealed to the Commissioner of Amrisar. A preliminary objection was raised ag to the
defendants’ right to appeal, seeing that their firm had been declared insolvent by the Lahore Insolvent Kstates
pourt, the defendants ultimately obtained sanction from the receivers of the estate, and the objection was decided
in their favour. *
The main point urged in appeal was that the Government deed under which the claim was made only gave
!:he 'Goverumt the right to dig kankar, while defendants by digging stone or * pathar ” and not kacvkar had not
infringed any Government rights. The Commissioner held that Government purchased from persous, who had
@ good title to sell it, the monopoly of digging out from the land a certain material known as ror, kankar, or
pathar, according to the fancy of the speaker : that there yas no appreciable difference between ror and kankar in
ordinary usage: that it is likely enough that at Dalhousie this material might not go by the name of pathar, but .
that at Amritsar as at Dalhousie there was no “pathar” properly so called. The defendants’ appeal wus
dismissed. The case on behalf of Government, both in the lower court and before the Commissioner, was
conducted by Pandit Rim Nardin. 2
15, The facts of this case are briefly as follows:—The defendant took a lease from Government of the
Khazan Singh versus monopoly of the sale of intoxicating drugs in the Rawalpindi district for 5 years,
the Secretary of State from lst April 1868 to 31st March 1873, at an annual rent of Rs. 21,600. A suit
for India. was brought by Government to recover from Khazin Singh a sum of Rs. 9,298 on
“ account of excess remissions mude to defendant. The lease contained a stipulation to the effeck that, whenever
to the number of one company or upwards should leave the district and stay away for 3 days or more, a
remission in proportion to the mumber of troops leaving should be made in the rent payable by the defendant ;
and similarly th& rent would be proportionately increased whenever troops to the above number should come to

the district and renfain for 3 days or up . At the time the lease was granted, the 20th Hussars were
uartered at Campbellpur in the Attock In January 1876, the 20th Hussars left Campbellpur and the
. walpindi district, and no other Cavalry Regiment was sent in its place. The lease contained no provision as @

to the amount of remission which should be granted if a European Cavalry Regiment left the district; but it
contained a specification of the unqg:t of the rent which was apportioned to the two European Infantry Regi-
ments stationed at Rawalpindi, viz , Rs. 548 or Rs. 274 each ; and Kbazén Singh cluimed a remission at the rate of
Rs. 274 per mensem in consequence of the departure of the 20th Hussars from Campbellpur, and the

i on the application of the Cantonment Magistrato, sanctioned the remission. A suit was brought

by Government %o recover back the amount of the remissions so granted in excess (Rs, 9,298) on the ground
#hat they were made by mistake snd in ignorance of the full facts of the case. The Governméhb obtained a
decree for Rs. 5,437-2-0, which was upheld h appeal to the Commissioner. Khazin Singh then preforred a

i m the Chief Court, and the Government claim was dismissed with costs throughout. The Chief
[ proceeded on the ground that ‘the mistake made was one of law, or ignorance of a particular

t, and that therefore the, Government was not entitled to recover. This ruling is opgosed to the principles
d by the superior csurts in England : the Court of Chancery grants relief, even if there has been a mistake
w, if the pasty benefited canuot conscientiously retain the advantage acquired. Two recent cases in the
of | ) wversus Phibbs 11 L. R., H. L., 149, and Bea versus Winn, VO L. R., H, L., 223,
doctrine, the latter case especially, as the mistake there relied on was the misconstructior®of a deed
From ﬁﬂMmﬁmbhv«ydwbﬁuhthuﬁ,wh«thu:mimﬁmnﬁonoﬁwﬁﬁngh

i

e

peiet YA



¢ - , ¢
not & mistake of fact, rather than a mistake of law, and it was on the authority of the law a8 here laid down that
this suit was brought, The case is reported as No. 33 of the Punjab Record for 1878. ]
16, This was & reference to the Commissioner by the Deputy Commissioner of Dglhi under the provision
Troupe and Salaroli ©of Act X of 1870 in connection with a claim to compensation for land taken up fo .
versug the Secyetagy of Government purposes siguated in Andhaoli, pargana Delhi, measuring 6 acres
State?or India and 27 poles, ’Ir'ﬂpis case was finally disposed of in June 1878, and will be noticed
“in the report for next year, to which it properly appertains.

Appendix B. Part III; 17.  No civil review cases were conducted during the year under report.

review cases. . :
Appendix B. Part IV; 18. The following is a brief resume of the execution proceedings conducted
execution cases. " by this office on behalf of Government.

(a). Rai Sarmpat Rai—The saction of the Chief Court has been obtained b the sale of the remain-
der of the judgment debtor’s property, and these proceedings will soon be brought to a close, although nothing
like the amount of the Government decree will ever be realized. As pointed out in previous years’ reports,
this cage is & useful warning against tal€ng a mortgage on immoveable property without first obtaining a sound
valuation as security for the due performance of large contracts,

(b). Sultan Bakhsh.—The amount due hy this man is Rs. 853 on account of the costs of a suit he brought
against Government, and which was dismissed with cosés. ®everal attemptg have been made to arrest him, bat
he has always evaded execution by absconding. The sum of Rs. 12 has just been recovered from him, and the
Deputy Commissioner of Gurdéspur has been instructed to keep a sharp look out after him.

(c). OCher Singh and Bakhsish 8ingh.-—In this case, the sum of Rs, 1,832-12-10is dug to Government
under a decree of the district court of Lahore. Every endeavour has been made to recover the money, bug
without success ; in fact the defendants were both imprisoned in execution of decree for over one month amd a
half, but to no effect. The case has been specially reported on to the Financial Comnissioner. )

(d ) Lieut.Col.J. P. Turton.—This officer owes Rs. 357-8-0, on account of the costs of a pauper
suit instituted against bim in the district court of Gurdaspur. Colonel Turton is so much involved that it is
almost hopeless to expect that the amount will ever be recovered, An application was filed for Colonel Turton’s
arrest, but it led to no results.

2 (e ) O.de G Bertola.—The sum of Rs. 3,574-14-6 was decreed aguinst Mr. Bertola by the Deputy
Commissioner of Mooltan, In the last suit which he brought against the Government, iu connection with the con-
tracts for the erection of the Mooltan barracks. A portion of this decree, Rs. 363-3-0, has been recovered, and .
the Government claim has been registered against Bertola's esiate in the Insolvents Estates’ Court, Lahore. ¢

E. Burke.—The claim against Mr. E. Burke, amounts to Rs. 2,060-13-0, being the'amount of costs
decregd Against him by the Chief Court of the Punjab, in connection with a suit which he brought against
Goverument for damages for breach of contract. A portion of the amount, Rs. 960-12-0, has been recovered, and
Mr. Burke has been allowed time to pay the balance. This matter has also been fully reported on to the
Financial Commissioner. "

(g.) Partab, Singh.—This man owes Rs. 8,088-11-5, under a decree of court, in connection with the case
referred to at para. 18 of this office report, for 1876-77. The sum of Rs. 920 has been recovered, and an
arrangement has been sanctioned by the Financial Commissioner (without, however, this office being informed
thereof ), for payment of the balance by instalwents, d

(A.) Budh Singh and his Sureties.—A decreg was obtained against these men for Rs. 2,099-12-8 and
costs. The particulars of the case are given in para. ?l of this report. Rs. 517-11.0 only have been recovered,
and it is exceedingly doubtful, if any thing further will be obtained in execution, as this is another instance of
immoveable property, taken as security, having been much overvalued.

(i.) Bansi Lal.—The costs decreed against Bansi Lal in the Raiydnwala case (Bs, 19-7-0 in the lower
court, and Rs. 7-8-0 in the Chief court) have been duly recovered.

(J.) Sujan Singh.—Rs. 1,670 were decreed against Sujin Singh by the Chief Court, in the appeal
preferred in the Wazirabad ferry case, reported on in para. 14 of last year's report. This amount, and a nearly
similar amount, the costs of the original suit, has been duly recovered.

Other miscellaneous 19. The following miscellaneous business was also transacted during the year’

business. 187718,

_ (@) The claims of certain Amritsar traders for damages caused by fire, at the Alexandra bridge, on the
Punjab Northern State Railway, were settlod out of court. , ) ,
) (b._) The Governmeut Advocate watched the proceedin the Chief Court, in connection with a suit
instituted in the Delhi Small Cauge court, against the Nawab of Lobdru, by a firm of Parses merchants, and
which was referred to the Chief Qourt for a ruling. The Chief Court decided that the Nawib was an indepen.
dent prince, and exempt from the jurisdiction of the British courts, ana directed that the suit be dismissed.

’( c.) A claim of Rs. 100 was preferred against the estate of R. Iichardson, in the Lahore Insolvent

Estates’ court, on account of moneys advanced to him by the Chemical Examiner, Punjab, for the purchase of
chemicals, &. The priority of the claim was established as a Crown debt, and was paid in full, in preference to

the general body of the unsecured creditors, B
(d.) The Government Advocate a; in the Chief &jﬂ, in connection*with the question ruised s

to the powers of Judicial Assistants under Act XIV of 1875, case is reported as No. 54 ( dbdul Rahmdn
- versns Mahammad Ismail) of the Punjab Record for 1877. P‘:’ ' f TR

(¢.) Thenmount due by the Government, under the Privy Council decree, in the case of Forester and
others, veruse the Sedretary of State, was finally adjusted. o )
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DELHI DIVISION.
EXTRACTS FROM COMMISSIONER'S REPORT.
g e (COLONEL W. 6. DAVIES, c.s 1)
- - - - - -
* 2. PartI-District statistics.—The only points touched upon under this head by the Setilement Officer
Delhi Districts Delhi, are the increase in the number of DPeputy Superintendents in the Sonepat

tahsil to three, and the transfors of charge of the Delhi settlement, consequent on
the tmnafer_of Mr. Wood to the Rohtak district, as Deputy Commissioner. The former measure was rendered
nggessary gwing to the backward state of the work in the Sonepat tahsil. The causes for this backwardaess have,
the Settlement Officer lags, been now removed. OPeratidns “hroughout the district are, Mr. Maconachie says,
being pushed on as rapidly as seems prudent. .
Gurgaon District.—The area columns have been altered so as to show the corrections up to date.
The revenue now entered is that given by the new assessments which have been aunounced for the whole
digtrict, as since changed in some instances on appeal. The total increase of revenue is reported tobe Rs. 1,79,695,
giving an incidence per agge of Rs, 1-4-6 on the cultivated area j and of Rs, 1-0-6 on the total area,as compared
with §& 1-1-7 and Rs. 0-14-2 respectively of the previous settlement.
L] » L -

- - L - - -

6. Part II[-Progress made.—As reported in my report on the working of the settlements for the
: 4 _quarter ending 31st December 1877, stage 4 has been completed for the Delhi
Delhi District. 3iutrict, except in the case of one village in which there was a serious discrepunoy

in the cultivated area as shown by the settlement figures und that obtained by the reyenue survey.

The Settlement Officer has not yet been able to find time to visit the spot, but he hopes to do so soon.
Ib.is believed, however, that the discrepancy arises from a difference of classification rather than from any gross
error in measurgrment, '

Stage 5.—The whole of the Sonepat tahsil was completed, and in Balabgarh the last village added
from Bulandshahar. »e

Stage 6.—The revenue rate report for tahsil Delhi was submitted by Mr. Wood during my absénce
onleave lust year. It, together with my review thereof, was forwarded for the orders of the Financial
Commissioner, with my No. 174 dated 2nd Lla.y 1878. 1In para. 8 of his report, Mr. Maconachie holds out the
promise of supmitticg the 1evenue rate report for the Sonepat tahsil by the 15th of October next.

Btage 7.—The figures are the same as those given in previous statements, but the village assessments
are, the Settlement Officer states, being taken in hand, and Mr. Maconachie hopes to have them all announced
by an early date.

Stage 9.—Material progress has been made in the work of attestation, especially in the Sonepat
tahsil, which, as the Financial Commissioner is aware, was the most backward of all the tahsils in this district.
This increase of work has been obtained partly by increase of establishment; and partly by increased pressure
being brought to bear upon the officials. '

During the last quarter of the year 12,350 holdings were attested in the Sonepat tahsil, against 19,088
in the three previous quarters. It is anticipated that the work of attestation in this tahsil will be completed” 3
Munserims about the end of June next ; but the work of the Superintendent will not, it is expected, be finish
much before March 1879,

“ Mr. Maconachie speaks favorably of the attestation workin the Delhi tahsil, but is not at all satisfied
with the quality of the work done in the Balabgarh tahsil. As this formed the subject of special correspondence
with your offica, which ended in the Superintendents and one of the Deputy Superintendents resigning their
appointments, and in the reduction of another Deputy Superintendent to the rank of Munserim, it is needless to
dwell upon the matter here. With the new bloéd recently introduced into this tahsil, the Settlement Officer is more

hopeful of future progress, p
- - - » Ll - - -

Gurgaon District. Stage 8.—The village assessments have all been announced, and the kharif instal-
~ment collected iu accordance therewish. k
. Btage 9.—The M ims’ attestation is rted to have been completed, and only 11 vi have
still to be attested by De;nut.;nﬂupeﬁxitendenu r’:‘ll:: records of 931 villages have been passed by the Extra
Assistant Settlement Officer as neady for fairing, leaving 333 still to be arranged and checked. 2
©  Btgae 10,—The refenue has been distgibuted on holdings for the whole district, but the testing of the
caloulations has not yet been completed, :
_ Btage 11.—This work has just been begun, and the progress made is shown in the supplementary
i \ian .‘ . S 5 - » .
~ Btage 18.—The a®ministration papers of 1,245 villages have been prepared by Munserims, and of these
~ Btage 17.—8o has been madein fairing the patwiris’ copy of the village papers ; ve
' Mmpkﬁd,iadl mkhmdaﬁviﬂlguinsﬂhnbmﬁuod.. : :
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In para. 8 of his report, the Settlement Officer shows the progress made in preparfng a record of tribal
custom, and in the election of 4l4 lambardirs, o

¢XKarnal Distriot.—Assessmept reports for both of the tahsils under settlement dvere submiteed by Mr.
Tbbetson during the year. That for tahsil Pinipat was sent on for the orders’of the Financial Commissioner
with mg No. 308 of te 16th July last. The rgport for fahsil Karnil was only received in February last, and
its disposal is postponed pending the reagipt of orders on the Pénipat report. .
- - Ld - - -

* » * Ld

8. .Concluding General remarks.—In para. 22 of his report, Mr. Maconachie in giving a forecast of
the work, states that settlement operations in the Delhi district cannot be completed before the end of next year.
Indeed, looking at the state of work in the Sonepat tahsil, he thinks the safer estimate would be two full years
from now, and in this I agree with him.

9 Mr. Ibbetson in para. 9 of his report gives a resumé of the work performed by himself and his
subordinates, which must be allowed t6 be very considerable. Progress was somewhat retarded by the drought
and scarcity last year. . N

10. The work in the Gurgaon distriet is rapidly approaching conclusion, but there is much miscellaneous
business yet to be done, and the process of fairing the settlement records is a slow one, especially when done by
patwiris, 8o that another year will probably pass befows settfement operatigns can be brought to a clole, and the
records filed in the district office. » o . » " . g

Great progress has been made in the Delhi settlement since Mr. Maconachie took charge of it. *

There is every hope now of this settlement being brought toa rapid conclusion, Settlement operations
have also made considerable progress in the Karndl district, and the work of attestation is so far advanced, that
the fairing of the records can be put in hand as soon as the jamas have been given out and distributed. »

This portion of the work is delayed in the Pdnipat tahsil by the non-receipt of orders on the revenve rate
report of that pargannah, submitted so long ago ‘as July last. The work in this settlement is being very
thoroughly done.

» - * * * * - * * -

*

s  MOOLTAN AND DERAJAT DIVISION. -

EXTRACT FROM SETTLEMENT COMMISSIONER'S REPORT.

et -

(J. B. LYALL, Esquire.)
™ .

» » » * » * . . »

Major Wace officiated as Settlemdnt Commissioner from 14th June to 27th August while I was absent on
leave. N

I marched through parts of all five districts during the year, and soon after its close I went to Gurddspur
and inspeoted the Kdbnuwin Chamb villages.

2. This is the sixth year's work reported in Bannu and Dera Ismail Khan, and the fifth in Mooltan and
Muzaffargarh ; it will take another half year in the two first districts, and another year or eightoen months in the
two last before all work is completed and all establishments are reduced or tfansferred. These settlements will
have taken from six to six and a balf years to complete. The average time taken in the settlement effected
between 1862 and 1872 under Mr. Prinsep, was from 4 to b years ; the greater part of the difference of time is due,
I think, to difference in the size of the districts, in the efficiency of the patwiris, in the character of the work to be
done, &c., but with all ather circumstances equal, the work must take longer now that elaborate assessment
reports have to be written and reviewed, and orders of superior authority awaited before announcements can be
made. In Jhang the work has been in progress for 3} years: I expect that it will be completed in 4} or 5.

In reporting on the details of progess made, I shall take each district separately in turn, *

. 3. Bannu.—In Bannu orders were received during the year on the two assessment reports mot
¢ previously sanctioned : the orders for tahsil Miduwili came very late, but Mr. Thorburn managed to announce his
vi assessments for this tabsil also within the year and to complete this stage of the work for the whole
district, 1In the sadr tahsil.some of the Wasziris and Bannuchis did not seem pleased with their new assessments,
but eventually there were no refusals, The detailed assessments of villagbs for tahsils Tsa Khel and Marwat
were reported and sanctioned within the year; and the bich or distribution of the revenue on holdings was
oon:.gloted in all tahsils except Midnwéli. But owing to the cheating spirit of the Baunuchis, part of this
work has had to be done twice over in the sadr tahsfl. It will be seen from the ing column in return
No. III that not much remained tobe done at the close of the year, and some of, little has been sinze
accomplished. For example, the datailed assessments of tn lfllpwtﬂ have been ‘reported and sanction
. recoived. "I am expecting those for tahsil Bannu, but they have not yet reached me. B S  Lit33
: The settloement of tahsil Isa Khel was virtnally finished by thdmdm'u all that remained to be
done was the making over the new records to the district office. ~Most of the ment had been distributed
before the close of year among the other parganahs, and part has been since transferred to Ludbifna, =
No one har been appointed to the post of Superintendent of Isa Khel, which became vacant by the transfor
of the fo-mer incumbent to Edwardes-abad to fill up a death vacancy there. ot A
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We received orders this year in the matter of the demarcation of rakhs in Misnwili, and Mr. Thorburn
has since reported how they have been carried out, but I have detained his leiter pending reply to a letter I have
written askigg for certaiy explanations. Proposals in regard to the jigirs of the khins of Isa Khel were ?ade
and approved, and reports were submitted on the revenue-free grants of the ®listrict and orders received. ® The
subject of tirni exemptions also came up and was decidgd._ Several questions, orders on which were received
with the assgssment reports, were also settled. » . P e e

4, Dera Ismail Khan.—In Dera Ismail Khan orders were received during the year on the assessment
::rom for tabsils Kuldchi, JLeiah, and Tink, and for the waste and bérdni lands of tahsil Bhakkar. The
illage assessments of these tahsils were also announced within the year, and the internal distribution completed
except in nine villages. There were no refusals to engage on the ground of over assessment ; but some villages
in the Leiah thal have objected to the character of the grazing lands assessment and have proposed other
arrangements which we are considering, and the Pradu villages of the Gandapur circle in tahsil Kuldchi
have refused to engage, except ou certain conditions, which I do not think ought to be granted. These villages
hav® paid hitherto by khim tahsil, and I Lave recommended that that system should be continued for

the present. So also in tahsil Ténk, khim tahsil has been maintuined for the present at the Deputy
Commissioner’s request in three Bittdni order villages.

The reports in form E, of village assessments were submitted for tahsil Dera, and the greater part of
ul-ﬂ‘_Bhlkhr. The return No IT[ will show whag remains to be done under other heads of work. A few
administration papers are incomplete*and the fairing of some of the new records is still going on. A great
many of the new records have not yet been finally examined ahd signed. These are the most important items
of work shown as pending.

In tahsils Tink and Bhakkar the work of the settlement may be said to have been virtually completed
by phe close of the year. Reduction of establishment began in September, when the Superintendent
of Chaudwin was transferrad to Rohtak, and his office establishment brought under reduction ; and soon after the
close ofethe year, I was able to depute the Extra Assistant Settlement Officer, the Superintendent of Bhakkar, and
several Deputy Superintendents and Munserims to Ludhidna, for employment under Mr. Walker.

4. Mooltan,—Mr. Roe submitted the assessment reports for the four remaining tahsils of Mooltan
in the year under report. That for the sadr tahsil was sent ou for the Financial Commissioner’s orders in
November last ; that for Shujubid followed a few days ago, and the remaining two will, I hope, be shgrtly
submitted. In tahsil Sarai Sidhu the new assessment sanctioned in the previous year was announced and
distributed. There were no refusals. In accordance with permission given in the orders on the assessment
report, proposals for the bestowal of zamindiri indms in this tahsil were submitted and sanction received. In fuct
the settlement was virtually over in Sarai Sidhu by the close of the year, and we have since agplied for a
transfer of jurisdiction from the settlement to the ordinary civil courts. Mr. Roe has shown village
assessments reported (stage No. 7) aa completed for the whole district ; this stagé should have been shown penging
for all tahsils, but Sarai Sidhu, in which only it has been reached. Attestation was brought to a close in.all
tabsils except Mailsi. The work of fairing the ngw records is shown as pending in all tahsils except Sarai
Sidhu—in reality this work is almost finished in Shujabid, and great progress in it has been made in some of the
other tahsils, but as the column showing the distribution of the new assessment is as yet blank in these new
records, the werk is chsidered incomplete and not showu in the return. Unless orders are received very soon
on the assessment reports for tahsils Mooltan and Shujabid, we shall be unable to find any work to oceupy the
establishments for those tahsils.

As Mr."Roe gbserves, no orders have been received on our reports on the question of abolition of cher
labour, and we have therefore framed the assessments of canal irrigated villages on the supposition that cher
labour, and the present system of assessment, will be maintained.

5. Muszaffargarh.—The revenue rates reports for tahsils Sandwan and Ali%r were received from
Settlement Officer, and forwarded to your office during the year under reference. e have just received
the Financial Commissioner’s orders for Sandwdn. The vernacular returns for the report of tahsil Muzaffurgarh
were ready before the close of the year, and I hear that I shall get the report itself before the end of the
present month. The progress made in attestation was diupt:ointing,—about. one-third of the villages remained
unattested by the Superintendents at the close of the year ; but I believe that all the Superintendents worked
hard and did their best. Mr. O'Brien explains that their time was much occupied by emergent work of special
kinds, of which the most important items are: the heavy alluvion and diluvion work ; secondly, a girdiwari
of canal irrigated lands, which had to be made partly for settlement und partly for district ﬁurpo-os_;
aud  thirdly, the® carrying out of the orders received regarding the re-demarcation of rakhs This
last work invovled the erection of boundary pillars, the preparation of rakh records, and inquiries into
quality of timber, rights of way &c. The gnglilh village statements of tahsils Saniwin are shown as
completed, because ?r O'Brien assessed the viflage in detail during last cold weather, in anticipation of receipt
of sanction to our proposed revenue rates. But till announcements are made, and the village jamds filled in,
this stage of work ought properly to be shown as pending. In this district also a certsin amount of fairing hus
been done, for which credit has not bébu taken in the returns as explained in the case of Mooltan.

6. Jhang.—Mr. Steedman has submitted a full and accurate progress report. The revenue rates
ﬁpwt for tahsil Chiniot was received in December, and sent on to your office in February, Mr. Steedman
engaged on the weport for® Shorkot at the close of the year. Attestation has been pushed-en rapidly,
has been finished in mord than two-thirds of the villages; at the same time this work has been dome very
carefully, and as far as possible on the spot. Most of the village note books have been translated into English,
and ) have been made for,the commencement of fairing. The orders of Government received .
durin in regard to the revision of rakh bouddaries in the Abmadpur and Garh-Mahdrija talugds
. Mr, Staedmwan has lately submitted a report on the tirni arrangetents of the Sind
mngw which T have under consideration.
yar,—Good progress was made in the “settlement of the KahnuwineChamb villges
- district. Measurements were completed, areas and field maps tested and passéd, and
| in all Lt 7" villages. Since the close of the year the mew forms of English village
» . . -
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statements, complete as they can be up to the assessment stage, have been submitted to this office. With the
concurrence of the Deputy Commissioner, I intend to frame proposals myself for the assessment of these
villages. » P ©

L

8. General remarks. —The number of judicial cases instituted was 4,918 to 5,304 of previous year; of
cases decided HB63 €0 4,946 ; the decrease of ipstitutids occurred in Dera Ismail Khan, Bannu and Muzaffargarh ;
a large decrease wasto be expected in the two former districts, as attestation was completed in them in the year
1876-77. The total number of rent suits and suits under the tenancy Act remained about the ‘same in both
years. I notice that suits by proprietors to recover arrears of rent from their fenants were again confined
almost entirely to Bannu, Mooltan, and Muzaffargarh. There has been a slight increase in suits by tenants to
establish a right of eccupancy ;these casés were confined o the Bannu, Dera Ismail Khan, ana Muzaffargarh
districts. The number of revenue cases declined from 11,218 to 9,827, the decrease being chiefly in the
districts of Bannu, Muzaffargarh, and Jhang among mutation and miscellaneous cases.

The number of appeals from orders of Superintendents to lower appellate courts increased from 556 to
711, and decisions from 577 to 678,

9. Judicial work.—1I shall now make some remarks on the judicial work for each district separately.
Efforts were made to reduce the heavy pending file of judicial ecasesin Banvu ; but though the number of
cases decided was much greater than in the previgus year, the pending file is still very heavy,cand it “was
found necessary during the year to increase the number of courts’ in tahsil Midnwili by appointing
Mr. Thorburn’s realer an extra Doputy Superintendent, and investing him with judicial powers.

From the 1st Jynuary last, the institution fee on suits wers raised to the full amount ; this has had the
anticipated effect of reducing institutions inall tabsils but*Miinwéili, where the number of suits brought was
greater than ever, This great influx of suits was brought tomy notice in the quarterly reports, and happéning
towards the close of the settlement, it struck me as a suspicious circumstance. I.made inquiries when pn tour
in the tahsil during the cold weather, but did not find any reason to believe that the influx was due to any parti-
cular action of the settlement officials, or to any abnormal frequency of erroneous entries in measurements, or in
attestation. It appeared due partly to certain ciremustances of tenure, which it would take long to describe, and
partly to the strong spirit of litigation for which these people are famous. y

Possession is the measure of right in almost every village in the country, and most of the suits are brought
about plots of waste land which are claimed as private property by two or more different members of the same village
community, Suits by tenants to establish a right of occupancy have also been very nwmerous in this tahsil ; the
line betwee‘proprietor and tenant was till lately very indistinct in mauny of the villages in the river-bed.

The old lambarddri arrangements were overhauled and revised in a great many villages during the year ;
thip Jed to much litigation. ”

In Dera Ismail Khan the judicial work was lighter than in the previous year; there was nothing in its
character to call for much remark. A revision of the old gambardéri arrangements was undertaken in many
villages, which accounts for the large number of these cases shown in the return. There was a small increase
inthe number of cases instituted in Mooltan ; the greater number of them are claas:&:nder column 11, and
consisted for the most part of suits to amend the settlement records. Tenancy cases we usualfew in number.
The revenue file wus also somewhat heavier this year ; mutations of name account for by far the greater number of
the cases, but lambardéri and alluvion and diluvion proceedings were also numerous.

In Muzaffargarh, judicial work was lighter then ever in the year under report : themumber of institutions
fell from 530 to 411. There were more cases however than usual under the tenancy Act, but these were mostly
instituted by usufructuary mortgagees against cultivating mortgagors, for the recovery from the latter, as tenants
of the proprietary share of the produce ; the terms of many of these mortgages are atrociously severe : for instance,
the mortgagor some times hasto pay the revenue, work in canal clearances, bear all the cost of cultivation, and
also pay the mortgagee as interest on the debt only as much as }th produce in kind, or a sum in cash twice as

* great as the jama. The mortgagor isunable to pay all that he has bound himself to pay, sothe debt goes
on increasing till it is much above the selling value of the land.

In Jhang the character of the litigation calls for no remark.

10. The following table will show roughly the number of appeals from
Appeals. decisions of Superintendents and the number of such appeals accepted :—
Per-centage of | per.pentage of

Name of District, | appeals on cases -ppe-hn:gmd-

Dera Tsmail Khan o 13 j About 83 per cent,
" Bannu 11 oL e
gooltux ¥? »" g ”

s Jhang v 20 T 5 8

The a mﬁ'ow_orknn hewy.:l d‘onnmdlﬁo?;h;
more than appeals himself, and disposed of a
Mooltan, Mr. Roeftlevoted himself to nts, and
Munshi Hukam Ohndhagem to be eminently fit

number of second-appeals to h

its is to increase
 Tn Theag iso %m&vﬁmnmﬁpw

o Sy L -
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In Dera Ismail Khan and Muzaffargarh, the Settlement Officers made over about two-third of the appeals
to their assistants. There were very few appeals in the latter district. The proportion of appeals accepted is very
high in Mooltan and &hang. I have seen most of these cases, as a second appeal is almost always lodged who
the lower appellate courtsint8rfere with the original decree ; cases of unnecbssary interference seemed to me to be
commoner in Jhang than in Mooltan, but not numewug in either district.

L
I8 my own court there were on the files 272 judicial and 195 revenue n.ppe:ls; of the former 22
were decided and 52 left pending, and of the latter 159 were decided and 36 left pending.

11. Tenancy statements. —The statements of ejectments under the tenancy Act, which accompany
this report, are almost blank, There were only three decrees for ejectment, and they referred to tenants-at-
will.

12. Expenditure andincome.—The return of expenditure and income shows large savings in
contmgencies, and under other heads expenditure was kept within budget sanction. The charges on account
country paper were unusually heavy this year in Muzaffargarh, and had to be met by a transfer of provision
from Jhang. I may note here that orders were received during the year on the fina! reports of the
Montgomery and Dera Ghdzi Khan settlement.

® . I*beg to enclose the usual statements submisted by Settlement Officers, and the general statement prepared
in this office showing the manner in which executive and, judicial work was performed during the yeur.
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INCOME OF GOVERNMINT ESTATES IN THE DISTRICTS OF THE
PUNJAB, DURING 1877-78. - E
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