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Of the first item Rs, 23,556 are under suspension and the remainder Rs. 10,296 are
due to defaulters, who are in very poor circumstances, and there is, owing to the distressed
state of the district as above stated, not much hope of recovery. Of the second item
Rs. 751 are on account of 16 villages, in regard to whom applications for remission have
been made, but are still pending orders of higﬁer authorities, and Rs. 193 are on account of
four villages is Tahsil Gugera, the revenue of which is held under suspension sine die and
may eventually be remitted. Of the third item Rs. 38 are on account of revenue of
two villages that have accepted the ﬂuctugtin% revenue, the item has Been remitted and
will be struck off in due course on the annual balance statements, Rs, 15 are in regard to
land taken up for the Para Sohdg Canal in tahsil Dipalpur and Rs. 21 are on account of
diluvion for kharif 1885-86. 5

il ) ’ * * v 3 * *
-

¢
There is again a falling off this year amounting to Rs. 9,783 under the different Leads
) ) of income enumerated in statement No. 11T, but the decrease is nomi-
Fluotuating and miscel- pa) ng during 1885-86 a large item on account of tirni-zailddri
laneous revenue. . 2 . g
fees, held in deposit for several years, was credited to (overnment
under orders of the Financial Commissioner, while during the year under report there was
no such accumulation. The collections on account of former years was Rs. 12,120 more than
in the preceding year, so that the total realizations during the year under report were
2,837, more than in the preceding year. A .

Under this head there is a large increase of Ils. 27,818 and is due, as stated last -
year, to the opening of the new Para Sohdg Canal. Of the total
Water advantage reve- amand, ail but Rs. 7,361 were collected during the year and Rs. 39
e were remitted under authority of the Canal Department. The out-
standing item, it is expected, will be realized without difficulty during the present quarter.

On this subject the following note has been left by Mr. Troward, Deputg‘ Com-

Fluctuating land reve- missioner, who was in charge of the district last year and has now
nue. gone on privilege leave :—
No. of vill ?.' e
o. of villages . . of such villages
» admitted to | TOVIOUs Jama |G Py L .
< BAR. fluctnating :ﬂla:u. mitted to the
assessment. ﬂnccua.ting
system.,
P Rs. Rs.
1880-81 R B T e 66 38,355 19,002
1881.82 SRS ~ it 14 66 38,366 L 1701
1882-88 07 40,955 2,063
1883-84 a7 40,955 21,446
1884-85 e L /N o7 40,955 - 20,602
1885-86 A Lirdd 40,965 19,176
1886-87 PR S % e 120 54,279 17,960
é ‘i

* No new villages admitted during these yoars. :
. “This is a_subject which is daily assuming greater importance in the Montgomery
and Gugera tahsils. The figures above given show that a considerable additional number
of villages have been admitted to fluctuating assessment during the year under report, and
in all probability “the number will still further increase. I have visited the greater part of
these two tahsils during my cold m?ﬁr tours, as I considered that tbwmm el
such as to call for P"ﬁ“"l""}g caveful investigation, more especially as  regards villages
situ ated in the basin of the Révi. The result of my enquiries is to convince me that the
; i st yment is one pe “"‘ﬂiﬁlwwma"w f these vil-
ely dependent for their crops on the irvigat |
: ) : ‘um N o 'l
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~ water into the existing openings; nevertheless these expedients aré not sufficient in all instances
to meet the shiftings of the ngv!er, coupled as they have been during the year under report
with a ®ery scanty supply of water. It is, therefore, obvious that the circumstances of villages,

- whose erops. (:.:fend on irriﬁttion from this river, are precisely those calling for a fluctuating
assessment, and I find fer the most part that the people of these villages are desirous of enter-
ing into smch # arrangement. : - :

“This subject was specially reported on by me during the vear * in accordanee with the

Letter No. 806, dated. nstructions of the Financial Commissioner and he subsequently

7k July 1886, to Commis- ¢ formulated certain proposals for the levying of fluetuating land

sioner, Labore Division. Revenne at particular uniform rates on the area which 'hctua!ly

. bore a matured crop; and these proposals have now received the sanction of Gov-

- ernment hoth in respect 8f the villages already admitted to flactuating assessment, and also
for any others which way lLereafter be admitted.t h

The main points in which this method of assessing fluctvating revenne from that
previously in force is that under the former system the lands were inspected by the Patwari
ab a time when it was impossible to say whether a matured crop had been borne on them
during the past harvest, or would be during the ensuing one, and (though sugh may not
havé been the intention of Government) the practical result was that the assessment was

* made on_the area sown, and unless it could be shown that the loss amounted to one-third of the
crop no remission was made. Now, however, in consequence of the introduction of the system
of caveful field to field inspection, harvest by harvest, at a time when the condition of the erops
and their ultimate prospects can be estimated with a fair amount of correctness, it has become
possible to assess in proportion to the actual produce of the land.” ;

* L * * »* *

There is a falling off again this year of Rs. 4,663 which is due to the dronght preva-

A 5. lent in the district during the last two or three seasons. Numbers

oo of stock owners have emigrated to other districts with their cattle in

search of forage. The outstandings at the end of the year aggregated, Rs. 27,499, viz., for

1886-87, Rs. 17,744, for previous years Rs. 9,755, Owing to failure of rains, paucity of grass

gupply and death of a large number of cattle from starvation, it was considered advisable not
to resort to severe coercive measures for the collection of the balances.

* " * * " "
; et : The ten per cent. rule is in force in this district. The follow-
Alluvion and dilavion. 4, o t4}]e explains the effects during 1886-87 compared with previous
three years. .
TR0 " * # #* ,:’ =5

Stasement showing the area of alluvion and diluvion in the Montgomery duistriet.

/ INCRBASE. DECREASE.
3
g 18 2 | £ T
% £ 5 5 3 £ | g8
y - E = s 3 = - g: ]
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Irrigation~On this subject the following note has been left by Mr. Troward,
Deputy Commissioner :— » il i i

¢ ~ “The canals in this distriet under the Irrigation 'Degurt,me”nit“ are the Khénwah,
o Katbra, Upper and Lower Sohig and the Péra. The latter two

being new works which are now nearly completed throughout their

length, though water was vun through them during the %é‘ar under

report as far as the 9th mile on each branch. : il

Canals under Irrigation
Department.

“The Khanwih and Upper Sohég canals command a tract of, nppr&ximate{j, 180,000
acres, of which 60,000 acres are annually irrigable. The villages on fhese canals have fallen
into considerable distress which formed the subject of a special enquiry, the resalts of which
have been embodied in a voluminous l'e!wort * getting forth the eircumstances of each
particular community village by village. The matter is under the consideration of superior
atthorities and further instructions are still awaited. T do uot think, however, that the condi-
tion of these villages is, as a whole, as bad as it was last year. There has been a better flow
of water through these canals than in the previous year ; and when I visited the tract in
question during October last, T was told by the inhabitants of some of these villages that
tlheir prospects for the carrent harvest were good, though they estimated them at only
three-fonrths of the full harvest, they might have had if the Khanwdh had run for fitteen
days longer than it did. \ 5

“ This improvement of circumstances, however, in a single harvest.could not do away
with the troubles which had sprung up during snccessive seasons of scanty flow in the canals
coupled possibly with a want of sufficient lenity in granting remissions for failure of crops

- and also with what ‘appears to me to be a disproportionately high assessment on wells as
compared with those not assisted by canal irrigation. ; ‘

“The inhabitants of these villages are greatly in debt, and much of their land is bur-
dened with mortgages while their tenants have departed to places where land is to be had on
more favorable terms, thus leaving the land-owners without sufficient hands to utilize the
whole of the land at their disposal.  Some relief has been given to these villages by means
of sugpension of revenue demand, but more radical measures will probably be adopted on
the reports above referred to in order to afford permanent relief.

“All these matters have, however, been discassed in detail in the special report above
mentioned, and I bave adverted to the condition of these villages merely as forming one of
the numerous financial problems to be disposed of in this district. T have mentioned above
that the Lower Sohag and Péra canals are new works. As at present designed they are
estimated toirrigate an avéa of about 180,000 acres. The portion of thearea commanded
which is Government waste land, is now being colonized in accordance with a scheme orig-
nated by @alonel Wace, Financial Commissioner, which has received the sanction of Govern-
ment, Thisis one of the most important revenue matters in the district and as such has
received a large Shave of attention from both the central and local aunthorities. The progress
of the work has been reported on from time to time, and it will therefore be sufficient for me
here to touch for a moment on its leading features. These consist in—

(i) the demarcation of the tract into suitably sized village areas each watered by its
own water-course from the main canal, the boundaries of the, village areasin
question having been laid down by the Canal Department with special reference
to the area of irrigation commanded in each case ; .

(ii) the internal demarcation of the village areas into squares of which four go to
form a holding averaging about 100 acres ; :

(iii) the establishment in these holdings of able bodied colonists from the agricultural
" classes only one holding being assigned to each proprietor ; and

~(iv) the proposal to adopt a_system of fluctuating assessment in proportion to the
~crops aetually grown. i 0 | : il AN

“The great object aimed at in these colomies is to establisha reliable body of peasant
proprietors, thereby closing the door to any possibility of rack renting on the part of non-

* cultivating landlords which might ultimately hinder the prosperity of the tract which is now

~ being reclaimed from the waste by means o :

‘the construction of costly oﬁnu'la.' R
not under the contro mtrol of the
those s been. asigned by Gov

v tahsil. ~ The in-
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- # At the close of the year there was n balnnee‘ due on account of demand for the year

f.n I?;::?n!kﬁg Rs, 245 and of Rs. 512 on agcount of former years. Every endeavour, possible, *

made for the recovery of the outstandings, and it is hoped that the whole or a” greater
n will bo realized during the current year. " ¥ .
- “Dariig :!o year uhder report the surveys, plans and estimates for another district
canal, to be ®nown as the Deg Distributary, have received the sanction of Government, and

the w'dlﬁ of construction will shortly be put in hand.”

Muhammad Mehdi Khén’s is the only private canal deserving notice in this district.
e b o - It has been fully reported on in previous years. The area irrigated
: during the year under report was 7,110 acres, viz., 3,734 acres his
own lands and 8,576 acres of land not belonging to his villages. The total arvea irrigated
last year was 5,682 acres. ®'he increase this year is due to extension of cultivation.
e Y #* * * »* »* -

The system of five-year grazing leases is now in force in this district. As belore
el reported, collections are made through the lambardérs who received
Tirni. W65 a remuneration of two per cent. on the amount recovered by them.

¥he total demand is Rs. 1,14,421. The decrease is due to death of a large number of

~ caftle from starvation, owing to failure of rains and scarcity of fodder. TFrom the total

demand the following deductions are made :—

Rs.
Lambarddri and zaildéri fees at 5 per cent. 5,688
Patwiri’s fees at 2 per cent. 2,176
Local rate at Rs. 7-10-6 per cent. ... e 8,880
Share of Forest Department RO
Total ... 88428

Leaving the net grazing demand as share for portions of the rakhs under control of the
Deputy Commissioner at Rs. 75,993 ; of this Rs. 58,249 were collected, leaving a balance of
Re. 17,744, outstanding at the end of the yedr. Every endeavour is being made for the

.recovery of this amount, but there are difficulties to contend with which caunot easily be

surmounted. A number of the defaulters have emigrated with their cattle to other districts
and to Bahdwalpur, in search of pasture, and as their whereabouts are not known, nothing
can be dove till their return, which it is anticipated will only be, when there is seasonable
rainfall and abundance of grass. In regard to the few that are left in the district, it would
be hard to press for payment under the existing distressing circumstances of the stock
owners. It is anticipated, however, that ahout half the outstanding items will be collected
within the current year. For the remainder.steps will be taken as will appear called for
from time to, time. o
Besides fhe above collections, Rs. 784 were realized on account of “ Nanamad” fees
belonging toformer years. For the year under report, the right to collect such fees was
leased out for Rs. 1,500. The following table furnishes the statistics of cattle for four
years :— :

’
1883-84. | 1884-85. | 1885.86. | 1886.87.
i Rs. Re. . Ra. l;l_—

She camels 16,100 16,735 16,735 12,227
Male do. 5,661 6,768 6,768 4,889
e L S 81,750 83,027 82,027 - 23,286
(O0WE i e s el 1,30,078. | 1L,2n48 | 127442 | 1,223,845
Goa#s and sheep w o]l BBSOT | 485504 435,584 | 8,16746

TR The tirni-yielding area and net demand during the year under report and three

preceding years are as below :— ‘ : ,
L e e |
§ o L ot ol e
- Xear, Forest Depart- | »'i'nlgdiu--md - REMARKS, - W
] 2 ment. ... - expenses. | : ! : o‘
. 1,2605

98,278
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Some remarks under this head will be found at subject No. 10 (b). « ;
The following note on this subject has been ‘&g‘ft by Mr. Troward for insertion.

“The tirniis one®of the most important items of income in this district, a large pro- .
portion of the inhabitants being engaged in the occupation of catiie breeding. %

“In the year 1884, instructions were issued by Government for brinéing the tirni
assessment as nearly as could be, under the same system as now obtains in the Mooltan dis-
trict, the chief feature of that system being the substitution of five years’ contracts with the
tirni paying villages for the annual enumeration of cattle and thus Setting the cattle owners
free from the annoyance of frequent inspections by subordinate Government officials. From
the time of joining this district in 1885, I used my best endeavours to realize the wishes of
Government on this subject, and the results for 1885-36 were briefly touched on in last
year’s Revenue Report, and the subject was gone into at length in a specifil report® regarding
it.  There remains, therefore, little for me to say, except that the assessment and collection of
tirni have been proceeded with during this year on the same lines as already indicated in
the reports above referred to. :

“ As already noticed in those reports the two greas difficulties I have had to cope with
were the assessments for a period of five years being made at a time, when the number of
cattle actually in the district was far below its normal average, and secondly, the systemstic
endeavours of the zaminddrs to hide the correct numbers of their cattle. The first of these
difficulties I endeavoured to meet by making a due allowance on the one hand for the cattls
which had actually died of starvation, and on the other for those which had gone temporarily
to other districts to obtain grazing, but which might be expected to return to this district
before the period of the five years’ contracts had expired which was done by assessing the
tirni of the first two or three years of the contracts at-lower rates than for the later years
of the term. As regards the second of these difficulties I have endenvoured to arrive at
an approximation of the true actual numbers of cattle by a comparjson of the numbers
found on enumeration during a period of five years past, with the numbers now found on
enumeration ; the question for decision beiug vhether the difference fairly represented the
number of cattle which might be supposeg to have died or temporarily left the district,
or whether it was so excessive .as to indicate that cattle had been removed to escape
enumeration. As a matter of fact, I may note that in almost every case where I have first
had fthe cattle produced by a viliage enumerated, and subsequently again unexpectedly enu-
murated the cattle of the same vilfage in order to test the correctness of the previous enu-
meration, I have discovered that the cattle found on the unexpected enumeration not only
far out-numbered those produced on the first occasion but that they ont-numbered also the
-average which I had fixed upon my calculation.

"% The matter is one requiring constant attention and much discretion in applying the
general principles, I have indicated above to village by village individually, bat while I have
endeavoured to protect the interests of Government in this important branch of revenue,
especially with reference to the fact that the assessments are to remain in force for five
years ; I have on the other hand, endeavoured to show due consideration for the cattle owners,
who are undoubtedly passing through a period of much distress, which, though now miti-
gated in comparison of what it was lagt year, is still whatin an ordinarily prosperous district
would be considered very unfavourable. :

i The five-year arrangement a,pgeurs on the whole to meet with the approbation of the
people, and I now find that villages which at first were willing to take countracts for a term
. of years are now coming forward to do so. X '

; The subject is one of great importance and deserving of much attention, for although
the spread of cultivation will, it is to be hoped, in time gradually diminish the enormous
herds of this district, whose existence, I consider, to be rather a hindrance than otherwise
to its advancement; still there must always remain a considerable avea which can be utilized
for nothing else but grazing and a numerically important section of the inhabitants will,
therefore, in all probability, continue for' many generations to live by cattle-breeding.”

o s .1 00 0 i gt v 3308430,

e . Under Foreat_Depﬁtnfeilﬁ A 518
LRVt Mlllur%(ol‘robynkbtﬂ tud farm) Department ... 8,
-~ *_ Under Deputy Commissioner’s manngement = ... 1L T
" The income is derived, as stated in last year’s report, from leases of waste

 ing feos, késht biréni, salo of wood, dyes, &e.




’ unollnmms. 'rﬁ

X

This year the aren fi_ven_out under kisht birdni caltivation was 5,335 aeres, as such
ks AT cultivation is dependent chiefly on rainfall, which was this year very*
% scanty, hence the deorease in the area given out on lease, which is
only for a single harvest. The income amonnted to Rs. 8,723 whith includes Rs. 4,344 on
account of g'rev:gus years? The outstanding items on 31st March 1887 were for the year
under re Rs."8,981 and for former years Rs. 1,932, ‘

. The Tabsildérs are not sanguine as to the vecovery of the whole of these amounts
owing to many of the defaulters having absconded, but theiv return to the distriet is antici-

| g'ate if there is a favoraple rainy season, when every endeavour will be made for the realiza-
ion of these sums,

& a® - » »* P »
T1 icultural advances for
D N A fO“\:Wa:g:c_m ural advances for the years 1885-86 and 1886-87
y 1885-86. 1886.87.
For land improvement 30,000 25,000
» purchase of seed grain .., S 1,400

w v bullocks B o 2,100 1,000

_ Both years’ figures represent the full amounts of the assignments. The number of
applicants this year were for land improvement 72, for purchase of bullocks 8.

The following works were completed :—

New wells 34
Repairs to old wells ... o 11,
Cleaning and repairing chars ... T 6
Construction of a bund... o 1

Sixteen pairs of bullocks were purchased. In regard to the last, one applicant took an
advance of Rs. 200%or the purchase of two pairs of bullocks, but subsequently left for Bhopal
without buying the animals or refunding the amount. The Bhopil authorities have been
addressed with a view to the early recovery’ and transmission of the amount to this office.
* Another applicant took Rs. 80 for the purchase of two pairs bullocks but invested only u portion
of the amount in one pair, the difference Rs. 48 was refunded by him.

The work in progress were as usual, inspected by the Tahsilddrs and Néib-Tahsild4rs
during their tours.

The outstandings will, it is expected, be recovered during the current year, much
pressure has not béen applied owing to the exceptional badness of the last three or four

Seasons.
* #* * » * »* » el

The following is a copy of the remarks under this head left by

.
Patwiris and Rinogos. . n1.. moward for insertion in the Revenue Report:—

“During the year under report endeavours have been made to bring the patwari
staff of the district better acquainted with the revised patwdri rules and the working of the
new system. As judged of by the test of examination the' results have not been satisfactory;
for af the examination held by the Director of Settlements in December 1886 out of five
kéntngos and five patwaris who presented themselves for examination only one patwari suc-
ceedef in passing ; from six of the kdntingos who had similarly failed at the preceding exami-
nation held by the Director in May 1886, the salary of one was reduced from Rs. 30 to Rs. 25
a month.  Apart from the examination test, however, I think T may say that the patwéris of
this district are as a whole improving in the practical workin%‘of the new system, nor does
this involve anything of a paradox, forinedoing his actual wor with his manuals beside him

it is quite conceivable thata patwari should be able to show a practical acquaintance with the
modes operandi of the rules much greater than he might be able to exhibit, when relying on
his memory glone. Of course, 1 do not say this by way of excuse for patwaris who have
~ failed to pass the examination, but merely to show that a general, if slow, improvement in
the work of the patwéris is not incompatible with the unsatisfactory results of the exami-
SApae ter on which [ think’ some remarks may be made in this report is the accommo-
. Mga for Tahsildérs and Naib-Tahsildérs during their tours. These officials are required to
‘be out on tour for 15 days in the month for 7 months, but no tents are provided fore({zbem or
wrying official papers, books, &e:, from place to plsog, and the necessary result ,is
have to depead on the ho?imblu‘,assis&ance of the villagers for meeting their re-
\t4 in both these particulars. I think it would put these c?ﬁcm]s in & more independent
f fands could be provided sufficient to pay for the carriage of a small tent and office

.
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. ' EXTRACTS FROM DEPUTY COMMISSIONER'S REPORT.

‘MOOLTAN:DISTRICT,

(Masor J. B. HUTCHINSON.)
" " g " * o
As regards this item Rs. 2,280 and Rs. 1,922 was suspended for lands on the Sidhnai

Doukitdl ‘Canal which came under irrigation in khafif 1886. In reality this
' is only nominal, but sanction has not yet been obtained to strike it

off. The villages paid in the new canal revenune in its place, ¢ ;
Rupees 210 is remission of canal revenue for kharif 1886 for which sanetion has
been asked, Ks. 140 is for revenue of land taken up for the new fort, and Rs. 17 for lands
taken up for the Sidhnai Canal. ' RS
* » . » #* * » t
Rupees 8,515 are shown as doubtful, of this Rs. 8,312 is for kharif 1942, was

suspended by order of the Financial Commissioner and regarding which the ordérs are
to recover when there is a good year. Part of this will, however, be struck off as several

villages have accepted the new canal rates. ‘
* * ” i " *
‘The following table shows the income this year as compared

’ o B¢ O

Fluctuating and miscel-

laneous land revenue. with the previous year :—
e e
E &
w H kg
g 8 S e
YEAR. E & t 4 g
. ) -]
Hit)3 |
= = = - m
: Rs. Rs Res. Rs Rs.
188686 .. .. .. |1,01,201] 1,06,774| 2,07,075 56 | 4,540
1886-87 04,678 904,843| 1,890,421 4,627 . 280
gy - Diff erence ... i—6,623 —11,931] —18,554|

P R

The floods in all three rivers were deficient, and, therefore, there was decrease in the

assessments on fluctuating lands.
. AR St g * " " *

The balance uncollected is small and will be dealf with further on, it is not on account
of revenue due on lands assessed with fluctuating revenue. The assessment of these lands
for the year was Rs. 82,560 as compared with Rs. 90,106 of the year before, and Rs. 81,778
at settlement. The system is one well adapted to this district, and the arguments in favor

* of it apply not only to the lands on the edges of the rivers, but also to the high lands where

cultivation varies every year with the rainfall to a very large extent e denfand was’
easily paid this year together with the balance whith was suspended the year before :—
,‘ River. | - Assessment circle. o £ 8 % | § 3 g : § 2“" gx :
| s T W e T b T e e L
‘ R | Re. | Re | Rs. | Bs. | Ba. | Re. | Bs. | Rs.
Révi .. .. |Boit Sorni Siddbu .. .| 8985 7,953 7,918 10774 0,024 0,10111,581 9,267 10702
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The above statement shows the variations in fluctuating assessments since 1878-79.

‘ : . i There is a total _increase this year of ﬁs. 965 in the whole district
h’mh‘""‘"'mm'm“ as compared with last year, Rs. 3,033 us compared with the year

3 of settlement. The tahsil variations between 1885-86 and 1886-87

are so small as fo need i remarks. The system is popular and several villages have asked
to be brm&kht under the system, though they are not under the influence of the rivers. In
a district like Mooltan where the cultivation varies so much from year to year according to
ciroumstances, the fluctuating system is peculiarly appropriate, the only difficulty. being that
of getting in correct megpsurements. -

T
>

All the Sidbnai Canal lands are now under fluctuating assessment and the measure-
ments are, I believe, well.done. In last year’s report I made lengthy remarks on this sub-
ject and it is not necessary for me to repeat them again this year. Touly say that my
opinion remains &nchanged. : :

This is ordinarily known in the district as “ Beshi Nalri.” Al khétds which were
not assessed with canal revenue at settlement and which have taken
water since pay at the rate of 8 annas per acre. -
.o The girdédwari as compared with the previous year was as follows :—

Kharif. Rabi. Total,

Water advantage mio.

1885-86 ... & - 0,031 4946 9,977
1886-87 .. .. 9,024 5,478 10,502
The demand based on the rabi and kharif of 1886 was as follows : —
Rabi 1886 v 4946 o
e S SN T v v o s, TORA
Add amount erroneously omitted .. 9
Balance of previous year 78
i Total Rs. ... 10,057
Deduct. .

Eﬁ'oneous]y chal;ged and struck ont, see letter
No. 1609, dated 19th March 1887, from Senior

Secretary to Financial Commissioner. .. Rs. 13 0 0
Paid in advance previous year ... w 304 0 0 367

Balance to be recovered Rs 9,690, of which Rs. 9,593 was paid in during the year
-and Rs. 50 after the accounts were closed leaving Rs. 47 which will be recovered with the

rabi instalments.
There is an‘increase of about Rs. 500 in the demand for rabi 1887 which requires

-explanation. :
Under the rules laid down at settlement 8 annas is to be charged per acraof” irriga-
tion on all khétds which take canal water and were not assessed at settlement with canal
revenne. "But I found this had not always been done as regards saildba lands ; canal irri-
ation has, in some instances, been extended to these lands, and sometimes they have been
gssessed with canal revenue, 8 annas per acre, in addition to the fluctuating rates of the tahsil,
sometimes they havenot been so assessed. The practice hag not been uniform in thfa Mailsi and
Lodhrén tahsils. After considering the question it appeared to me right and just that the
. annas 8 should he assessed in addition to the fluctuating rates. Tt must be remembered that
the lands under fluctuating assessment pay no revenue ab all except on” erops, .a.nd if these
crops are aided by canal water it is only right that the water should be'pmd for; lands
umfer fixed assessment pay the usual land revenue plus annas 8 per acre 1.f they take the
“water. The annas 8 is the price of the water, and a man may take it or 'leave it as he chooses.
I accordingly issued an order that the annas 8 per acre was to be uniformly assessed on all
lands taking camal water and not assessed with canal revenue at settlement.
- » » * ™ *
to flow in the Sidlinai Canal at the end of May 1886, and under sanction
g Ao hage o%wti:e Financial Commissioner’s letctier Nb(;; 196 C]., d;tefd ng} All:{l;u;:.
e S\i,liiul m» (revenue on 1844 wag granted to old village and sirbhwasti lands for the kha
B L% ¢1:rop: Rnge‘:l 2 per acre of crop was the rate fixed, and the fixed
e on the lands taking the water was remitted. :
The assessment on the lands thus imigated camo to Rs. 18,082-8.0. The fixed
i w:’ qlzndn was Re. 1,922, heing a é)roﬁt of Rs. 11,160-8-0. The whole of the
recovered and credited to the Canal Department. : G
Government lands on the canal were not measured up and given out until the
her, @”&?ﬂe&m«s under cultivation in the kharif of 1886.
Jand under fixed assessment which is carried awa y by rivcr.uqi:ic'n
MM m':f" g oll, 1f it is again thrown up by river action it

so there

.
ey f SV

| -

\“'".," $ R

assessment. As a rule all the lands
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B el The following principal items reqain notice. | L
(1). Rupees 3,122-4-0 paid for 14 acres 6 p'&)es of land taken up for widening Lar
Néngui of the Bhakhtuwal Canal in the Shujabad tahsil. The land was of the best quality
*and houses and mango trees had to be paid for. The owners demanded Rs, 200 per acre.
The award was Rs. 160 per acre. The District Judge, to whom the case was réferred, up- -

holding the order of the Collector.

(2) Rupees 1,220-5-10 awarded for 13 acres 2 roads and 22 poles taken up for the
*  Sind-Sagar Railway. The award was made by the Colldctor and accepted. The
rates paid were as follow :—
Cultivated land ... - o .. Rs. 40 fer acre.
Waste ves ive ) 10 - 6
Unculturable PR ! i
This is the only new work in the district that needs mention.

‘- (3) Rupees 24,167-4-9 paid for land taken up for the new fort at Mooltan—

Re. - AP Yo
Tavd ..z ¥ ol 14284 5 9 "
Houses, &e. .. i % 9,882 15 0 "

The area of land paid for was 278 acres 9 poles, and was valuable land irrigated by
canal water and close to cantonment, the rate finally decided was therefore not high. The
caseswas decided by the District Judge whose award was slightly higher than the Collector’s
for houses and wells, &ec. ;

Besides the above threé items Rs. 11,655-0-10 was awarded by the District J udge for-
land in Daulatibad village taken up for the new fort, bat the sum has not been paid as there
is a dispute among the owners as regards shares, and the files aro still with the District J udge,
three other cases are still pending in the District Judge’s Court, the oldest of which was sent
to him on 20th January 1886 ; thoy are ouly petiy cases. : >

» * # * T *
Gahale 'unider Tasigabion Irrigation.—There is a large decrease in the area irrigated by
Department. canals on both rivers this year as is shown by the following table : —
Acres.
Year.
R 3 Chenib, Sutlej. Rivi Total.
' o .
, 1883-84 146,676 172,432 319,108 .
: 1884-85 177,046 . 193,082 871,028
1885-86 154,080 207,428 e 361,448
1886-87 185,987 182,217 6,641% 824,745
* Kharif 1886 only. .

These figures are compiled from the girddwari of the kharif crop, when the patwéris
‘enter up in pencil the area prepared for the ribi. The exact rabiarea cannot be shown
in time for this report as the girddwari is not completed in time. :

The rabi irrigated area on the Sidhnai Canal is not shown at all in this return, for
most of it was broken up and sown in Decémber and February after the Wharif girddwari
was completed. - The area was about 40,000 4cres. W

. The correct areas will be shown. in the Agricultural Statistic Report vduch will.-bé ,
- submitted in October. I think it would be better if remarks under this head and also .
under head No. 6 could be entirely put off and disposed of with the Agricultural Statistics
'This shows & decrease of 20,817 acres on the Chenéb and 25,206 acres on.
On the Chenéb the principal decrease was on the Wali Muhammad
‘agres. There was also a decrease on uman gana o 2,
- balance decrease is nearly made up
~of the Chendb at the sa
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" The Muttf Thal, Khadir and Tahi
vm_”u’#&“ S o M vt; o rpur Seconderabad canals worked well throughout.

R SO tﬁg"Snﬂe’j the Sarddrwah fell off to the oxtent of 12 91 hi i
not so much the fault of tle canal as of many of the c:xlt?v = g Ll B

Ve

ka6l Sl -watbor-coursss, ators at the tail who neglected to

~ he river rose early and maintained a fair height until 8 3
. temb 1
suddenly, and there was consequently a considerable faﬁ 6 i rabi medph

ing off in the rabi area
- canals worked very well gs a rule thronghont the season, g rabi area.* The

nals worke: y we but serions breaches took plgee i
the Diwdnwah-Mailsi in August which cansed some damage. iR

The following remisgons werp granted under the rules in foree for the
canals as oompa.red.wmh the year before : —

# Kharif. Rabi. Total.
Rs. Rs. Ras.

Mooltan

1885-86 T g g S R R -

2 1886-87 = = 237 228 465

«  The remissions were principally on the Wali Mahomed (*anal.  There was no applica-
tion for remission in the Mailsi tahsil.

It is curions that though old cultivation fell off there was a rise in the extra irriga-

tion from 9,977 acres in 1885-86 to 10,502 acres in 1856-87. T think, however, that this. is

artly due to certain areas on the sailiba lands regarding which there seems to be s#me
§onbt as whether they should be assessed or not. ¥ g

_ They were not assessed at settlement with canal revenue, and, therefore, I hold that
if they take water the usual annas 8 per acre must be paid. Hitherto, however, being lands
assessed under tha®luctuating system, no demand for canal water was made. This was,
1 think, wrong. The fluctuating assessment only takes the place of the fixed assessment
on other lands and has nothing to do with cfnal assessment.  If the owners take water for

* their erops they should, I think, be charged for it. The whole question is being referred.

During the year Rs. 3,20,004 were credited to the Canal Department as compared
_with Rs. 3,20,164 of the year before.

It only remains to notice the Sidhnai Canal. During the cold weather of 1885-86
the Government Jands were-measnred up as far as possible, but the work wus not sufficiently
advaneed for any distribution of land till the cold weather of 1886. In May, however, the
canal was opened and under sanction of Government water was given to old village lands
and sarbhwasti plots = The canal being quite new and the banks not having cm;%»'{idauted
there were frequent breaches during the season; the result, however, was very satisfastory
and showing over 6,541 acres of good kharif crops, principally jowér and cotton. Liberal
allowances were made for khardba, being the first season and the water only being suppiied
irregularly, it was important to encourage the cultivators. The rabi crop of 1887 is excel-
lent and is about 40,000 acres, ’ . ¥

Before leaving this subject I must notice #he steady decline in the cultivation of
indigo in the south of the district ; this is put down to the heavy chher demand on that erop.
The whole question of chher labor is under consideration, and I trust that something may
be done to relieve indigo crops which I do not think should be put at so high an assessment.

There are only two grivaie canals of any importance in the district, the Héjiwah

and Ghuldmwah, both in the Mailsi tahsil. The irrigation on these

Pﬁ"wmk' % cinals is shown below :—
5 1885.86 1886-87
kg Héjiwah ... o vl e - 21,670 25,528
~®  Ghulimwah i v 4,854 5,463

~_ Both of these canals are prospering. The owners are men of high standing and live

for the most part on their estates, which I believe to be the main seeret of success in agricul-
‘Ghulém Kadar Khin, wini, though a very old man, himself supervised the .
out of the Hajiwah. Flourishing villages, which have been well laid out in
springing upon both these canals,

i Khén, late Extra Assistant Commissiouer, to whom a large grant of land

i. The work has been carefully laid ont and execated” by an

Engineer and will, 1 hope, prove a success, i

1.—The total number of warrants issued for realization of revenue was

498, ncrease on the preceding year which will be ex-
The following table shows the heads under which

PRI 1 e e B R TS

ee years n%o in the Serai Siddhu tahsil near Talumba, has just completdd
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4 ; . Al 4 ‘ | 1885.86. 1886-87. i :
- By Government against lambardérs 2945 2571 . )
. ' Lambardérs against Khewétdérs ... ... 469 887 ..
 Zar-i-Nagha ... TR 305 w362
Chokidéra iy Vb 1 ig,é !
Tivnd- 5 Y N AR 2N it ’ @
Jagir . .. 1 4
Taqgqdvi ... sk 246
: Boras e s i el il
: Income Tax ... AT RS s 45 e
Ferries ... ' B 10 \
Sagii - wn o Vg R o2 5
Drugs ... or 2

Spirits ... i e T b2

The increase in warrants issued by Government against lambardérs is not great, and
may be put down to instructions issued by me that there should be no delay in getting in
wthe revenue. If the instalments are not paid on the date due action should be taken at once.
This is very important. The dates for payment of instalments are fixed in each district
with special reference to the dates by which crops are supposed to have been harvested and
taken to the market. Tt is then that the owners have means to pay. If there is any delay,
it is probable that their money will soon disappear and they will have to borrow and so get
into debt. Itis, therefore, merciful and right to take action at once—and the minor

process of issue of warrant is then likely to be effective and save severer processes after.

#. The incregse in warrants taken out by lambardérs against khewatddrs is, I believe
wholly attributable to an errorin former procedure. Formerly a lambardér used to take
out one warrant against all the defaulting khewatdérs in his village. Sometimes 10 or 15
names would be entered in one warrant. The necessury result was confusion. ‘Lhe warrant
might be served on some, not on others who might be absent; some might pay up,
others might abscond. In some cases further action might be necessary and so on, 10 or
15 files might be afterwards made up, and the foundation of all would be one warrant,
which could not be filed with all. My instructions were, therefore, that when a lambardér
applied for warrants he must take out a separate one against each defaulter. ;

The increase in warrants taken out by lambardérs for payment of chowkidéra is
noticeable. I think it may be attributed to my instructions that the order regarding pro-
duction of chowkiddrs’ receipts at time of paying in revenue was to be strictly observed.
Hitherto it has been a dead letter, and the result was that many complaints came to me of
chowkidérs not being paid. ; :

There is a large increase of warrants issued for realization of taqqdvi balances.
This had been not so much for the fixed instalments due by men who have completed their
works, ag*.gainst men who have taken large advances and misapplied the money, against
such men energetic action has been taken.

There were no cases of personal imprisonment during the year and only 18 cases in
which propetrty was destrainbd, in only four of which were sales held. This, I think, shows
that my remarks regarding immediato actionby warrant when aninstalment falls dueare correct.

There is a large falling off in percentage of disbursements on receipts, this is owing
to the removal of the Itldk Nav{s from 1st July under orders of the Financial Commissioner.
Peons were never engaged for more than 14 days at a time. They were paid at the rate of
Bs. 5 a month. The numbers engaged varied from 7 to 16 in different tahsils’ for each kist.

Out of the total demand of Rs. 2,624, Rs. 2,697 were recovered, leaving a balance of
Rs. 27. il !

‘ In this district ghu tirni is ivm;l out in contracts for dﬁve years. This is the
~ last year under the confract, and accordingly congiderable care

ng::g:x:ntwmfalgg.'— was t);‘ken in the enumeration (;f the eattle in grger"to have a fair

Tirni. basis for the assessment of the next five years contract. ;

The folldwing table shows the result of the enumeration as oompaibd mth the
provious year :— A i ik

3 A T B i 4 B ik j ol L

' Kind of cattle.

0 omale camels . |§
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. This is an interesting table showing u very large increase in the cattle in the district.
I am inclmed, however, tonannk _that the increase is uore nominal than real, and is only *
“to the careful enumeration. One thing, however, is certain, viz., that the numbers
~shown do not eaceed the rgal numbers, for the lambardérs of each’village signed the returns
as correct, gnd ét was to their advantage to show too few rather than too many cattle as
they all knew the time had arrived for the new countracts.

. ~ Colamn 5 is interesting as showing how the demand varies in different villages, the
_sum due is realised by t lambardér contractors who distribute it over the own:rg: of the
cattle. In cases where the grazing grounds are far off the demand is very low, in' other
cases it 18 up to or above the settlement rates. )

The demnn(z for tbe’yeur was made up as follows :—

) Rs.
AT Due on contracts = - 85,320
GOCa Balance from previous year ... 197
: Jhok not contracted ... 19
¥ | Total .. .. 853536
5 * * “The whole of this was collected, except a small sum of Rs. 29 due in the Lodhrén

tahsil which will be recovered without difficulty this year
Four hundred and sixty-six warrants were taken oui for recovery of tirni as

follows :— :
Tahsil, 1885-86. 1886-87.

Mooltan . ol w180 48

Shujabid ... e B9 76

N e O b A R 87

Mailsi e v DB 205

Serai Siddhu e e, L 50

The increase is principally in the Malsi tahsil. The grazing lands lie sn'incipally in
the centre of the district, the area for grazing has been considerably decrease

Year. Acres. Year. Acres.
1883-84 o 1,772,247 | 1885-86 o 17,604,112
1884-85 ... 1,767,957 | 1886-87 ... 16,69,301
The decrease is owing to extension of irrigation principally the Sidhnai Canal.,
The receipts were credited as follows :— P
- e v
+ To Government... S . s T B
,, Patwéris ... vor . 4O o
gl ‘ ,, Lambardérs . 4,274
,» Local rates ot e 18,6087
- Paid to forests fixed payment . s, i 1,280

During the cold weather I went round the whole district and arranged for the next
five years’ contracts. This will be reported separately, but T must note here that notwith--
shlging the large increase in head of cattle shown there must be a considerable decrease
in the tirni, because the avea for grazing has much decreased and because the new Sidhnai
Canal had practically cuf large portions of the Serai Siddhu and Mooltan tahsils oft
from the grazing grounds, and the cattle henceforth must graze on their own village lands.

* - * e - *
The following table shows the income from the waste lands during the last two
4 yem — . 5

e LR MR © | Maljhoma .
- Yeag. | Tieai.' | Wood. | on - | Sajji. | Main. | Grass. | Munj. | Kenkar. S:mf’f Total.
- : i leased.
[ Rs. " Re. Ra. Rs, Rs. Rs. R, Rs. Rs.
i {15900 11 8660 | 210 88| 19 22, 8,808 | 1,08,546
i 10,370 | 818 1 9,666 ( 109 68 86 22 . B0L | 93,186

moamo from timi,ﬁi_f is ‘p}aotionlly the same in b.Otil: gea.n. :
, degrease in income of wood the cause is that in 1885-86 large pay-

TN b oy gk ‘ SRy
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for The Forest Oﬂioer is oon‘hntl ouﬁ“.m ounpu‘i
! o lishment does its vtvlork dTbl;o Tirni nhhl i'f. m old
the enumeration of cattle, and have constant employment in a;-mﬁaﬂ
outtle thatrtal‘:e place between villages and consequent cha.nge ixgﬁormﬂ dmuﬁ
" ' * #* * \ ™ TR )

During the year Rs. 66,421 were advanced for 167 works, of these 118 are on the -
new S:dhnax Canal for which Rs. 41, 976 were fdmcod These are

all advances for water-conrses, Next nticipate a demand
for advances for wells. As settlers take up the land and Mmrt homsmﬂi, they will need -
wells and will certainly ask for advances. I was in hopes that the demand would have been
made this year, bup 1 was disappointed. The fact is that the infinigrants are ‘Lﬁrom
the Lahore, Amritsar and Gurdéspur districts, they only obfained their grants in

weatber of 1886-87, and will not really start work to any great extent t after thoyhva
cut and gathered in ihe crops they have in their own districts, g

Only one advance of Rs. 70 was taken for purchase of cattle. g e
The following table shows the work done and undertaken during the year :— z

Agricnltural advances,

-
: : Digging M .
New Wells, | BePaim o | “yofor” lother works.| Total.
ned . y CONrRes.
B ' Rs. Rs. . Rs. Rs. Rs.
_ Balance at close of last year 2568 67 156 83 423
Advances this year ‘o i 37 27 " 125 28 217
Total - ... 205 ™ 'We. | 640
Oomplebed. <., " o7 A0 171 62 131 50 482
Balance at close of yoar ... ... 121 | Mg 9 48 | 208

Of this balance works in hand 69 are more than half finished ; 41 are two-thirds
finished, 44 are three-fourths finished, 54 are just being begun. ~

The inspections made and recorded are as follows —

Work‘i'visitad.
By Auwhmt Commissioner and Extra’ Assistant
R (Jommissioner v 21
w 5y Tahsildérs ... B 1§
,» Naib-Tahsildars oy s G ;
, Kéniingos ... Mt i R i
; Total .. 528

. But this does not, in any way show the number of visits paid to each work. The

subj eot has had my spocial attention and I huve frequently urged the Ta.hsﬁddrs to keep a
wg.!zcbful eyo on all works in hands.

1 visited several works mynelf when on tour and sl.mﬁed xnyaslf tha.t the works
were reaily done.

'.l‘he demand during the years was as iollows —

)4
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 Thus Rs. 1,461 only is the real balance of insial i in ti ;

e g Qs s ; ment t paid x

_;proﬁunti:ve been usneg. During the year Rs. 232 were resool\‘r:reﬁ‘ ;a :;;t‘amﬁ::"tel:: .
o S e . o . " g

o - ® '

Y i ¥ The total number of i

b " R t r of cases under Section 45, Act XVIII of
e 1884, filed during tlie year was 548 as against 468 of the previous year.

‘One hundered and thirteen cases remaind for disposal at the end of the year, but this
owing to 70 cases %aving been filed by one person, Ghulam Kadir han, jpst at
the close of the_ year. Thege cases are all for share of produce in return for car:a water
supplied to cultivators pf %'wate lands. I am of opinion tgat such cases should have been
all decided on the civil side as they are not by a landlord against his tenants, but by the
owner of a canal against people who are in no way connected with him, except as irrigators
from his private canal. The I:)nlstnot Judge, however, held a difforent view and the result
wad that they are now filed in the Court of Rai Bhowéini Dis on the revenue-side, and it
remains to be seen what the result will be. '

%

o Under heading No. 22—Patwéris and Kaniingos, there is a great difference as com-
red with last year. In1885-86, 810 cases were shown, in this year only 501. The difference,
owever, is nominal and arises from a change in the method of keeping the files.

Formerl% every single application for even one day’s leave from a patwdri found a
separate file. This caused so much unnecessary trouble, not only to the Moharrirs preparing
the files, but also to the Record-keeper, that I directed such applications should all be put
up in one' file for the year, and sent to the Record Office at the close of the year.

This is only a sample case of theway in which work may be very considerably reduced.
During the year 1 went carefully through lists showing all the different kinds of files that
are preparedy in the executive l.me of my c:ﬁice, and I found that in most cases I was able to
reduce the purely manual routine work of the office, which in late years had grown out of all
bounds. This is a point to which I woulq invite particular attention as I am sure that in
many offices work might be similarly reduced. Heading No. 32 and 973—cases appears
heavy, but this is owing to tbe Sidhani Cq.nnl work. I would note that the number shown
is the number of cases in which land was given to the applicants. Several hundred applica-
tions were refused, and these have all been formed up into one file, otherwise the work in the
the office would have been overpowering.

- * * * * *

There is oﬁly one estate under the Court of Wards in this district, the infant

sons of Mullin Ramzén, late Zaildar of Kabirpur. The boys are

Court, of Wards. at school. Next year I hope to send the elder to the Adtchison
. College, Lahore. .

On‘.t'he 31st March 1887, there was a balance of Rs. 4,423 to the credit of the estate,
Y notwithstanding that during the year Rs. 1,307 were expended in redeeming the family
ornaments from pawn. ;

These ornaments are now deposited in the Treastry for safe custody. The mother
of the wards has now left the house and married elsewhere, her departure is a matter of
congratulation. She wa.s:)y caste a prostitute and would not remain quietly at home.

- . » »* » S )
Revenue and Judicial records are kept in one room. The records regarding one

' ; village are kept in one bundle. Civil, Criminal and Revenue cases
iy TOOME  being tied up separately in each bundle. '

’ Three geiléml registers are kept up for the three departments. The work of
destruction of records has been carried up to 31st March 1886 in all three departments.

~ Bixby-four thousand seven hunderd and sixty-seven files were destroyed durin
~ the year ; the Mobarrirs being kept strictly to the work for which they are appointed.
Pnlbys have been put up in the record room to facilitate the raising and lowering of
village bundles from the upper galleries ; this has proved a great boon, not only saving
~ labor of carriage up and down but also saving damage to the bundles.
.~ Touss of officers. v A detail is given below shewing the tours made by each officer.

=

‘ mﬁ&ﬂlbe seen that the district has been most thoroughly inspected during the ypar.
self was in camp for nearly six months. jb :
e AR CRRAY T Yo LM R
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EXTRACTS FROM DEPUTY CO! MISSIONER'S REPOR‘R

—

JHANG DISTRICT

e
(BARON J. BENTINCK, Bsquis i

¢

" Fiscal. ——Tbe total domand amoxmted to Rs. 3,13 848 ugam;i- Rs. 8 11 745 in 1885-86 °

Fixed land yevenue de- the percentage of collections is the same as last year,vw 99 per. cont,
mand, collection and bal- The, balance outstanding at the close of the year was Rs. 4481a gainst
ance. Rs. 2,431 in 1885-86, of this Rs. 1,495 is in train pf llqmdanon, Vizay
Tahsil Ohiniot Rs. 1,464 and Shorkot Rs. 31, ‘of which Rs. 19 are on account of suspension of
revenue sanctioned by Commissioner’s No. 158, dated 80th Jume 1886, till rabi next;
owing to hail-fall in Mauza Wéra Thatta Mubammad Shah. Rupees 760 have been
realized since the close of the year in the Chiniot tahsfl, and measures are. being taken for
the recovery of the remainder. Rupees 855 are in balance pending remission_ on- account
of diluvion in kharif 1886, and Rs. 2,581, constitute a nominal balance, bemg the
amount of jama reduced of Mullinwila well by TFinancial Commissioner’s No. 2894,
dated 27th April 1886. Dilavion for 1885-86, wide Financial Commissioner’s No. 4906
dated 13th July 1886, the introduction of ﬁuctuntmg system in the 12 villages held by
the Sayads of Rajoa 'under Fimancial Commissioner’s No. 5299, dated 28th July 1886,
the cance]latlon of loases of 7 wells and remission of jama of Muhammadwila well sano-
tioned by Financial Commissioner’s Nos 7359 and 7712, dated 6th and 17th November

1886, respectively. .
The gross increase in the rent-roll amounts to Rs. 2,496 as follows :—
e )
Resumed maéfi i i f 580
New wells leaged 1,833 i

Progressive jama

The decrease amounts to Rs. 398, of which Rs. 886 are on account of reduction of
assessment on wells and Rs. 7 owin é bo diluvion. The net increase has been Rs. 2,108.

The demand was collected without di culty ,
# * i+ i * ; *

L

EXTRACTS FROM DEPUTY COMMISSIONER'S REPORT.

LAHORE DISTRICT.

-

- (W. O. OLARK,'.Esqémn.)
* » = *

Fiscal.—As reported last year, food deal was done luto{ea.r for the relief of the
villages on the Rdvi which had suffered owing to the failure of floods in the Révi. The
matter received much consideration this year also. Under orders of the Financial Com-
missioner an attempt was made to introduce the system of fluctuating assessments in these
villages. Both Rai Karam Chand and Mr, Fenton endeavoured to persuade the distressed
villages to accept this system, however without success. ~The people objected to any increase

of the settlement revenue rate of assessment, and as the revenue rate at settlement was
in many cases not more than 6 annas an acre, this was- obearly toolow uh mmnt to put !

on the eropped area.

It was, thérefore, found ﬁm:a cticable to mu-odqoe this sy:ien anéfrahef m ﬁvan in ;
distressed vil by remittin revenue q:‘ mh.lmh a8 iqﬂm‘ out. :

~owing to the ﬁaxlnre of the ﬂooda. o bl i

T
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o ,Ifn‘ﬁdb;j this especially because the zaminddrs felt and bt ‘

- _ S ‘expressed themselves

l““’%ﬁ ou the subject. They had not understood the real oausex!:;f the delay in olo:;:g
and had several absurd romours on the subject, one was that Government found the days

so short for worly in Jandhry, that they postponed the closing till the d hi
they said sa®ed Gswernment.a’few thousands of rupees, vaf;"’fosl the iam z:s’lol:é‘:r. i

B # * » - *

~ Administration.~Tirni is still collected on the améini system; there has been some
difference of opinion wit_ﬂ _the Conservators of Forests ab)c'mt le’nving the tirni to’ the
zamin(}.érs_, of vxllages_ adjoining the rakhs. It has now been decided by the Commissioner
that this should be tried at jeast in some cnses, and arrangements are being made to leave
some of the rakhs ab the average income of the previous three years to some of the zamindérs
of villages adjoining the rakhs'

The long pending question of the settlement of the lessees’ rights in the Lahore
rakhs is now in a fair way of being disposed of. I accompanied Sir William Davies on a tour
through the rakhs of this district, and he passed orders as to what has to be done as regards
every rakh in the distriét in which there were cultivating rights. These orders are now
being cfrried out by me with the assistance of Rai Karam Chand, they involve a good deal of
entjuiry and labor in carrying out the details, but I trast that all the orders will be carried
out in the course of the year, and a final report submitted.

The state of the military rakhs is not satisfactory. The area, 13,789 acres, is ver
large. These rakhs are not fenced or in any way protected, nor is an establishment sud
cient to Ere,se__rve them kept up by the military.. The rakhs are situated @mongst villages
of Ménjha Sikhs, a daring and lawless body of men. They persistently and more or less
openly graze their cattle in these rakhis and violently resist attempts to pound them. There
have been many and serious conflicts between them and the military, 'The villagers
have in many casess received heavy punishmentin the courts, but it pays themto continue
their illicit grazing and run the risks. It would be much better if the military attempted to
preserve a smaller area, and preserved it effisiently. They might raise the funds for this
Pu.rﬁnse by leasing out the grazing-of the remainder. There are a certain number of villages
in the neighbourhood which keep a stock of cattle which could only be kept by illicit graz-
ing. A force of police might be maintained for the preservation of these rakhs and charged
to these owners of cattle, who have no grounds on wLich to graze them.

Canal water might also be supplied to the smaller area which the bmilitnry preserved
efficiently. . ;
The whole question should be considered by a strong committee, in which Military,
Civil, Canal and Forest Officers should be represented. : Lrie
: Sir W.eDavies contemplated calling a committee for this purpose, but I doubt if he
will be able to do so before his departure. v :
* " " # 5 " *

. Taqqévi advances under the Agriculturists’ Loans Act were
Agricultaral advances. .36 during the year under reportt to the extent of Rs. 5,270, as

i follows :—
. Rs.
Sharakpur tahsil.—For bnllocks ... ... .ee 8,700
g B e (5T Tt RN
- Chunian tahsil.—For bullocks ... s 1,820

Owing to want of fodder and to hard work demanded of the cattle there was a
very heavy mortality among cattle in the rabi of 1886, especially in the Sharakpur and
Chunian tahsils, and these advances were a great boon to the people. -

s orizinal allotment was Rs. 2,000, application for a further allolment was made
and Rs'rt% n her allotted in July 1686, unﬁpRs. 2,000 more allotted in February 1887 ;
total Rs. 5,500, out of which Rs. 5,270 has been expended. _ sy

R L T e e * . * * *

LN Thef:‘ims only one estate, (hat of Ghulam Mohi-ud-din Kban,
~ under the Court of Wards. |

e i "

y e ,?gapﬁrty rty, about 200 acres, has been leased for 2 years at Rs. 325 per
' w&‘f 150 in’tbatlancedingyegr. .’l‘he increase is due to a canal cut having

n to irrigate his estate. Promissory notes to the value of Rs. 2,500 were bomn

ng the course of the year. Altogether Rs. 4,500 has been invested for him,
romissory notes from the savings from liig-abaha; ~ il B s s :

© Government School, Lahore, and has passed in the IV

" o b var Sded ok i
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EXTRACTS FROM DEPUTY OOMMISSIONER'S REPORT.

AMRITSAR DISTRICT, :
(LieurENANT-COLONEL R. T. M. LANG.) % e
* K R ™ * GO,
el There were five estates under the managément of the Courts of

Wards of this district during the year under report. Al
Captain Guldb Singh, manager and guardian. Arrangements are being made to send.
Sardar Umrao Singh® these minorsto the Aitchison College during the next month; Sardar
and Sardar Soonder Singh. Sunder Singh, the younger was married during last February, to the
daughter of Sardir Bishen Singh of Kandoli, vide Financial Commissioner’s No. 758, dated
3rd February 1887. 7

Sardar Gagandar Singh. Sarddr Kéhn Singh, manager and guardian.

Kesho Ram. Léld Gurmukh Rai, manager and guardian.

{
Under direct management this estate was brought under the management of the Court
i of Wards on the Sardér’s request on the ground that he was unable
Wpeiar Thalser Bing to manage his estate. The Sarddar after his return from Eni!and

moved about India and finally in October last, he proceeded with his family to Pondicherry
where it is believed he is still residing.

This minor has been under the guardianship of his mother since the death of Gene-"
ral Guldb Singh. The Deputy Commissioner in this case acts by
Bhai Gurbakhsh Singh.  order of the Distriet Civil Court under Section 12 of Act 40 of 1858
as desired by Financiil Commissioner in his NO. 7815, dated 7th
July 1883. During July last this minor entered the Lahore Government College and since

that date has resided in Lahore under the care‘of Bhai Mian Ringh, Honorary Magistrate,
Lahore. )

* . # W * * *

”

EXTRACTS FROM DEPUTY COMMISSIONER’S REPORT.

G.U RDASPUR DISTRICT.
(R. M. DANE, Esquire.)

» * »* * *

.
L%

Fiscal.— The demand as will be seen has increased by Rs. 7,293, the increase 'being'v
composed of the follqwing items :— ‘

| % :

: i

-]

; Z
Rs. Rs. Rs.
Lapsed and resumed madfis ... £,025 28 + 4,997
_ Alluvion snd dilavion .. .. .o 8,084 771 | 42208
: Land tekel WP e dae e AT e & | 40 |+ w7
Brrors in rentroll ..o L. L vl ) e 1l
Rh S i 5 > .

" R, # PR

*

The doubtful balances outstanding on account of previous years on 1st April 1887,

!

uﬁonntodl;q Rs. 4,485. The detail is as followa.:,-_—-' W
Mrsin !‘romﬁn:b:ﬂ&;d;kluww e
Rty sasponsions of v
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W, A steady increase in revenne under this head has accrned every year, and as revenue
ul‘.n.p..d ®and  resumed :1:91 ments are numerous in the district a further increase unders
. ‘ 18 head may be anticipated for some years to come, Sl

" & " » - . » .
L]

; The demand and collections of revenue on lands assessed
inmm“ at fluctuating rates in Chamb villages is given in the following
comparative table :— :
g P : 1885.86. 1886-87.
HYe Dem_anfl 2,277 2,878
, Collection L e von 1,894 2,837

This shows an lntmue of Rs. 601 and Rs. 943 in the demand and collections. The revenue
from this source displays a tendency to rise, but I am inclined to think that this fact is due
rather to the drying of the swamps than to a growing popularity of the system of fluctuating
assesswent. In fact I have received many applications from zaminddrs in thess Chamb
wllgges_ for a return to a system of fixed assessment. I have already referred to the
subject in my Settlement Progress Reports. 1In good years when the swamp lands admit of
cultivhtion the zamindar’s contract naturally the Rs. 2-8-0 as rate on an acre of riee with the
tery much lower rate that they are paying on ndjacent lands of similar advantages, as the
seasons have been favorable for some years and the rainfall has not been excessive, they
have forgotten their troubles and wish to return to the more adventnrous system of & fixed
contract, which they hope will allow them to reap higher profits. The increase in the revenue
is possibly also duein ert to'greater accuracy of the gir(iéwari now made of the marsh lands.
During the year I paid much attention to this subject, and introduced some important simpli-
fications into the system hitherto in force. I found that the patwiris used . the chain with
unnecessary frequeney, and that elaborate khasrahs and nrea caleunlations, &c., were prepared
even in the case of fields which had not altered since settlement. The attention of supervis-
ing officers also was unduly directed to testing the patwéiris chaining of pavticular fields
instead of verifying the general nccuvacy qf his reports as rogards the fluctuating avea, and
in this way isolated fields, more pavticalarly in the heart of the swamps, were apt to escape
notice. Many of the swamps in the district, notably the Dahr and Athwal Chamb in Batala
and the Badi-nl-zamdn Chamb in Gurdaspur, are receding, but the so-called Kahnuwan
Chamb is extending northwards, and I believe that the zamindirs arve right in attributing
the extension to the Pakhowal Defenice Bund, which obstructs the drainage of the country and
bas failed in its object of keeping the Bids out of the Chamb, as the river spills over its bank
below the bund at Jaidowdl, and there is also a strong scour round the end of the bund.
This, however, is hardly a matter that can be dealt with in a report of this kind, though it is
closely connected with the question of fluctunating assessment in the district.

. “w»
The gpllections under this head amount to only Rs. 80 as compared with Ks. 1,644 in
Allavion. * the previous year. The reason for this is that the Financial Com-
: missioner in his No. 4387, dated 29th July 1887, to Commissioner,
& sanctioned s proposal to delay the preparation of the records of elluvion and diluvion in the
riverain villages of the district until such time as the villages have been measured and a
new record of rights prepared. This work is now in progress and will, I hope, be shortly
completed. The annual alluvion and dilavion statements will be submitted as soon as
possible.
: . Fin A - AN * y » " "
- On the Bids and Rivi and on all the mountain streams in the district, excapt the
Aibaa el i i Chakki in tahsil Pathdaunkot, all accvetions and decretions of land |
4.8 " assessed to land revenue are taken info account and the revenue of
the village proportionately increased or decreased. On the Chakki the 10 per cent. rule obtains,
but is not popular with the zamindérs, and I progose to recommend its abandonment and the
. introduction of the system in force throughout the rest of the district as being less likely
‘to produce Rardship.  Some of the more southern Chakki villages have suffered severely
‘from the action of the river, but have not yel received any remission as the decreted area
falls short of 10 per cent. of the total area of the village. Oun the Chakki thieve is practically
no alluvion, but & great deal of damage is done by diluvion, as the stream floods heavily
G ins. i 'ﬁ ¥ -
allavial work in the distriet is extremely heavy and was, I found, in a most
state. The practice obtaining in the different tahsils was not uniform and
‘papers prepared by the &miris from year to year were in the great majordty
gible to any one but the patwéri himself. In some villages decreted land
the village area, in others it was merely shown as unculturable, and the
land was as a rule recorded not in accordance with existing possession,
the patwiri’s will and pleasure. I accordingly preposed, and as
Commissioner has sanctioned the proposal, to defer the prepara-
records until the whole of ‘these riverain villages have been
{&,s few large villages in which it will not be possible to ecom-.

-
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di-alluvial "records have hmsmgwid. “““difx':" the
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weather. A number of the distriet patwéris, besides the men in the riversin circles, have
«been employed upon this work during the cold weather. R

* * " - g teeh » :
No important grant was sanctioned or resumed during thefyear. The district maéfi
registers were 1 found very incomplete, no proper frecorG of orders
of resumption or release having been maintained. Measures have
been taken to have these registers corrected and rewritten as a necessary preliminary to
investigations regarding the assignments in the Settlement Department. The jagir and
madfi work of the district has fallen somewhat into arrears, but I propose to devote full
attention to the subject of village madfis as soon as J am relieved of the charge of the district.

& 4

Revenue assignments.

¥* * * * * *
- Irrigation.—The following table will show th&area irrigated by
Canala, the Béri Doab Canal and the realizations ‘on ‘account of water
revenue :— :
Avea, Collections.
Rabi 1884 o fpon
abi 84-85 vei VL ( "
Mhmet! 108588 « - L | ek o s } 0% LR ‘
Rabi 1885-86 b
Khastf 1080:87- - o iy } 308 1,22,205

There has been an increase of 3,380 acres in irrigation from the canal this year as
compared with the°figures of the last year, and a consequent increase of Rs, 12,230 in the
Government demand. 'The increase, as already explained,,is probably due to the early cessa-
tion of the antumn rains in 1385. The canal revenue is collected withont difficulty.

The Pathankot tahsil is covered with a number of small private canals constructed
principally from the Rdvi and its tributaries and also from the Chakki and other mountain
streams. These canals aro the property of villuges rather than of individuals, and are
managed on the whole with wonderful good temper and success by the zamindérs, Govern-
ment interference rarvely being necessary. One of these private canals called the Badshahi
Nahr deserves more attention than it has hitherto received from Government officers. This
canal has its head works on the Révi below Madhopur in the lands of the village of Bhadralis
and as the name implies was probably at one time managed and controlled by officers of the
Imperial Government, It is, however, now entirely managed by the zaminddrs, who effect
the annual clearances and arrange for distribution of the water withoutany aid from Gov-
ernment officers. ~ The canal irrigates a number of villages in the portion of the Pathdnkot
tahsil known as the Pathdnkot, and is probably susceptible of extension” and jmprovement.

. b %

* # # " ™ o*

Administration.—The sub-joined table shows the amount of
taqqévi granted during the past two years :— :

Agricultural advances.

For improvement For purchase

' : of land. of bullocks.
Rs. Rs.
1885-86 ... 100 ! .,
1886-87 ... 350 150

Several applications were presented for taqqévi but for want of funds all were
rejected. : ,
I think it is a mistake to unduly restrict the provision for taqqévi loans in this dis-
trict. Nearly the whole of the Batéla tahsil is very favourable for well irrigation, and I
should like to see well sinking encouraged and canal irrigation withdrawn as much as possi-
ble. = Canal irrigation demoralises the peasantry by making tbings too easy for them, and
thereby inducing habits of indolence, and wherever there is well irrigation we ffhd a good
breed of cattle and am abundant supply of manure which it the great want of the country.
i 37 54 s, e [ AV T
A full report regarding the affairs of the Kishankot estate has just been subniitted to
' Government by Commissioner so that it is unnecessary to enter at
S 6 SN length into the subject. Thékar Harkishan Ws‘inﬁi;; liowever, is not
‘behaving well, and there is %wd reason to believe that notwithstanding the efforts that have -
beeh made to break him of his vicious and extravagant habits, he is still incurring fresh debts
and is in the hands of unworth, andptnﬂ‘:ﬁth associates. ‘ﬁmmuﬁmw W %
“much encumbered and the-out-look general unprowising. The late manager
estate, Tek Chand, has been removed and has reverted to his substantive post
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Thikar Harkishan’s younger brother Mahan Chand, T am glad to say, is reported to

hear an exgellent character and fo be dil; otit Bndl attoritice to h& - i,
been sent to thp Aitchison College at I-ﬁ'llgre. attentive is studies

; The Fatehgarh esta¥e is in a satisfactory nnd solvent chuiifiati #ad ik "800 wmore
have been ii’lemf in Government securities during the year. ’

The mipor, Diwdn Nand Lal, has been sent with Maban Chand to the Aitchison
College at Lahore. .

i o "* # " R i
Twelve suits for enhagcement of rent have been disposed of. In each case the reut
was euhanced. The difficulties surrounding enhancement litigation under the present Act,
a parenﬂ have theetfect of preventing landlords coming forward to claim the enhancements
allowed them by law, but in any case in which a landlord has the pertinacity to follow up his
rights it is difficult to refuse him enormous ‘enhancement. The introduction of the new

Tenancy Act-will be a great boon to the country in this respect, as the present law is very
nnsatisfactory.

Phere have been 156 suits by tenants to contest linbility to ejectment under service of
notice, 78 of which have gone in favor of the tenants und 83 of the lundlord, The existence’
of the settlement in this district has the effect of stirring up old guarrels between landlords

_and tenants, and I think it satisfactory that there has not becn more litigation between
the two classes.

» * * * »* o %
O L Y Miscelloneous.—The following table shows the amount of uscless
: records that have been destroyed during the year :—
' 4 L g'E-g $ 2z
S BT
TausiL, £ 25t \ - B
' 8 BE Jﬂ- S e “u
: , B W 25 vt
g | g8838 | gon
Gurdaspur ... v 706 52 1886
R AR U 495 138 1885
Shalrgarkllc | Tase ho 758 63 1886 .
Pptfinkot 418 | B 1885
Total - ... 2,377 697 W, ity

The condition of the record room is thoronghly umsatisfactory, several cases have
come to my nogice in which files were not forthcoming from their proper bastds and were
discovered subsequently in bastés of villages of other tahsils, and records are produced when
vequired with the greatest difficulty. 1 have accordingly detailed two Moharyirs from the
sanctioned Record Office Establishment to go carefully throu h the basta of gnch village in
the four parganas of the district and see thatall files are properly and chronologically arranged.
1 am not satisfied that at present the services of the temporary establishment sanctioned by
the Financial Commissioner are fully and systematically ulilised, and the subject requires
careful attention. . L

Gy # * #* * iy

He has now *
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EXTRAGTS FROM COMMISSIONER'S REPORT.
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(Covoner R. P. NISBET, c.1.e.)

L

w* k3 - * S 4

¢ Piscal.—In all districts save Sidlkot some difficulty was éxperienced in collections
owing to dronght and two or three successive bad harvests, but in the three districts above
mentioned, I think that the habit of proposing remissions ow suspensions of revénue on.
insufficient pretext, which has prevailed for some years past, has had the effect on
milguzérs there of deferring as long as they can the responsibility that primarily rests on
them, of meoting the land revenue demand. The assessments in these districts is very
light, and it is no sufficient reason to demand a suspension of revenue, because the yield
for one or two harvests has been below the average. I think suspensions should mnot be
proposed unless the calamity of season has been very severe and has followed at least two
very bad hLarvests, and even then hopes that may not be fulfilled should not e held
out to the cultivators who, as a rule, only look upon a suspension as a means to a remission.

In the Gujranwéla and Shahpur districts, it will be probably neccssary to grant
suspensions of the collections of certain unrealized balances of villages in or adjoining the
Bar, but the circumstances and situation of these villages are unique, and their present
condition, from continued drought, is very unfavorable. This, however, is not the case
with ‘the Gujrdt district, and the Deputy Commissioner -will be separately addressed in the
matter. Inthis district Rs. 10,287 were allowed to stand-over for realization during  current
year, nnd that this was much too large a sum to remain uncollected, is borne out by the
fact that up to date of 18th April, Rs. 6,688 of it was paid in showing &learly that had the
revenue oflicinla shown due diligence in collections, the results, without any undue pressure,

“would have been very much more satisfactory.

* * * L * E *

Allwvion and Diluvion~Mr, Wilson, Deputy Commissioner, Shahpur, states that
in only one instance was the proprietary vight of rakh land purchased by the lesses uuder
the rules in force, but in his opinion at far too liberal a rate. I myself think that though
the new rules regarding waste lands published in August 1885 had the advantage of afford-
ing greater elasticity on the snbject generally, yet that the powers of putchase of proprietary
right by the lessee aré too liberal. The old rule in this respect by which the proprietary
right ould only be purchased on the recommendation of the local officors, and after
improvements had been effected, was the best. T

# # T oow " " ®

Alluvion and Diluvion.—~The remarks of Mr. Wilson, Deputy Commissioner of
Shahpur, regarding the deep stream rule and its inapplicability to present circumstances and
our existing revenue system, arve‘very just. The rule is a relic of barbarism more or less,
and was a cusbom introduced for the determination of different territorial jurigdictions when
the country was owned by a nnmber of petty chiefs, and there was no fixed administration
at all. Since annexation by the British Government and the introduction of vrder and good
management the rule is one that should have been abrogated in favor of fixed boundaries,
and T frust the law in this respect may soon be altered. :

# * Do * * * _

Irrigation.—The only district in the division in which there is canal irriga-
tion is Shahpur, and I would invite attention to Mr. Wilson, Deputy Commissioner’s
remarks on the snbject. T agree with him that the canals in that district might, by the
deputation of an Irrigation Engineer and the expenditure of money in wuch needed
improvements, be made most profitable undertakings to-Government and be of incalenlable
benefit to the district genemﬁ‘y. : 7 - :

But slow progress was made in the Kot Nikka Branch of the Chengh Canal in the

Gujranwila district, which has not yet been opened. ; ' e

RS R S i * S a0 it SR
«  Tagqévi advances.—During the year under report Rs 49,925, were made as Tagqévi
advances in the Division, or 1,585, more than what was adyanced in the year.
The Réawalpindi return shows a considerable falling off in such advances, -
Commissioner has not explained the reason of it. B S e D R
~ This distriet, in a great part of which the cultivation is ehtirely
- rainfall, is eminently suited . for liberal advances for the improvement of land, construci
~ of bunds and sinking of wells, and it is unsatisfactory that over Rs. 9,000 of the al
~ at Deputy Commissioner’s disposal were allowed to lapse. .1 give below figu .

]
: #
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» | s lAnvnm an&;l;umnnu SEED GRAIN AND BULLOCKS. o
- Distmicr. ‘ i j
SRR R AR AR AR R AR
4 ; . - ~ - — g % . - ~§
: ; Rs. | Rs. | Rs. | Re. . || Rs. Y : " %
e TR ; e Nl B b ‘ 104
g : 2,075 3,975 4,500 7,050 2,010 500 2,805 550, 660] 1,285
LR L G g L |
i . 865 4,204 8,980 5002(11,085( ... [ .. | .. | .. |
Gujelnwhls ... .. .. Ko i il
, ® 450 2400| 3,675 8,440| 8,980l ... 260 ... 500| 1,445
- Shahpur |
2,950 9,300, 6,805 7,480 7,120 1,000; 140, 400| 483 1,280
Jhelum - ' :
3,000 6,985 5945 2,320( 3,950 700, 230
Réwalpindi s ?
B 26,765 14,500| 11,500| 16,455/ 10,900
- S—
Total ... || 36,995 41,364] 36,405/ 46,747| 45,845! 2,200] 8,425 950 1,643 4,080

This shows that the demand for such advances is steadily increasing, but I regret
to see that the zamindars are not yet fully alive to the great benefits aceriiing to themselves
‘from such advances. In only too many cases the object of the borrower of money from this
source is to ps% off some pressing debt or to put it to some other purpose than that intended,
and Distriet Officers are obliged to use caution in accepting a petition for such advance. On
the whole, howev#, I think petitions for advances should not be too sweepingly, rejected.
The object of Government is to encourage improvements in land and provided that the
security offered is good which is nearly always the case, and that the intended improvement
of a permanent nature is effected within a reasonable time, the advance, in my opinion, might
be given without too close a serutiny into the reasons which prompted the application. Of
course if it were found that the money had been misused the District Officer has his remedy
at hand by insisting upon the immediate repayment of the sum with all interest due thereon.

* s * W * »* ’ #

With regard to the remarks of Deputy Commissioner, Shahpur, on the subject

Raki of the deputation of a special Forest Officer to the district during

settlement operations in order that the rakh managemenf miht be

put once for gll on a proper footing ; there is no question that the rakh lands of "the district

which cover a very large area should be accurately surveyed, properly marked off, and ‘ully

reported on. This will form a very important part of the duty of the Settlement Officer

himself, who combining as he does the office of Deputy Commissioner, is the very best judge

of all matters connected with the rakhs and the settlement of future requirements and

the maragement. The work will, I hope, be done by Mr? Wilson himself, and not by any
officer of the Forest Department. ‘

While on this subject I think that the early settlement of the question of the amalga-
mation of the subordinate establishments of forest and district rakhs, which, I believe,
is under the consideration of the Financial Commissioner, is very desirable and would
secure more complete harmony of management. )

‘ * 5 * * el | g * : *
- Settlement.—During the year under report the revised settlement operations of

the Réwalpindi district Were completed and the Settloment establishment has been trans-
ferred to &&bpur district which is now undergoing Settlement operations. .

-1 desire to repeat here that the labor and industry with which Mr. Robertson, Settle-
- ment Officer, now on furlough in England, completed the Seftlement operations of the
Réwalpindi district deserve the cordial acknowledgments of Government. ,

T A Al S R T " » o

—Since assumin, charge of this division on 1st November 1886, I

o gt attendance seemed necessary, and during two months from

. w;ﬁth:ﬂl,ebmm I made a long and continuous march t.lmﬁ:gh parts of every
sitec Ww-q:uhxmd sub-divisional station, 26 in all, in the division.

ﬂ!.bmn.ries, pu lic officez, jails, distilleries and tahsil cflices. ;

LER. e ™ \ ST - e

~ have made fr uent rapid journeys to several places where my

BAakaS
R
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EXTRACTS FROM DEPUTY ‘COMMISSIONER'S REPORT.
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GUJRANWALA DISTRICT.

s

¢ )
(Masor R. BARTHOLOMEW.) i
* * * ¢ * * O,

Wards.—There were two wards of the Court, one Rém. Dés, son of the late

Rdi Mdl Singh, the other Bhagwén Dés, grandson by adoption of the same individual. ' The
former is prosecuting his studies in the Chiefs’ College at Lahore, the other has passed
the B. A. Examination from the Lahore Government College.

The state of the finances is satisfnctory. A sum of Rs. 58,0&) was invested in
Government securities during the year under report.

* * * v * * *

EXTRACTS FROM DEPUTY COMMISSIONER’S REPORT. B

"

SHAHPUR DISTRICT.

(J. WILSON, Esquire.)
* * * * o * *

Fiscal.—There is a balance on account of the year under report of Rs. 6,490, of which

Rs. 5,510 are in trainof liquidation, and the rgmainder doubtful,
-irrecoverable or nominal, being on account of diluvion, land taken
up for railway purposes, &c. I have submitted a separate report on the balances,

Fixed land revenue.

There has been considerable diffienlty in making the collections this year, owing
to the successions of bad seasons. The kharif of 1885 and rabi of 1886 were much below
average in many villages, and as the rains of* 1886 ceased prematurely the kharif of
1886 was again much below average. The people of this district have, as remarked by the
(Clommissioner in his report of last year, fallen into the habit of not paying their revenue
until pressed for it, and in many villages they were inclined to make the bad seasens an
excuse for even greater dilatoriness than usual. - After ‘enquiry and consultation with the
Tahsildérs and personal inspection of the greater part of the district, I arfived at the con-
clusion that, allowance being made for the lightness of the assessment and the previous
general prosperity of the people, the succession of poor harvests was not so serious a cala-
mity as to justify the suspension of the revenue except in a few villages, chiefly’situated in
the Thal of Tahsil Khushdb, which Las not enjoyed seasonable rain for the last three years,
I accordingly directed the Tuhsildfirs to suspend collections to the amount of Rs. 5,131 in
those villages pending further enguiry and to realise elsewhere. During February, how-
ever, I found that the Tulsilddrs were not taking the necessary steps to collect the instal-
ment overdue, and it was only after putting great-pressure on them that I was enabled
to get in the revenue. They made the usnal excnse that the people had got into the habit
of delaying payment, and I was compelled to make a few examples by issuing several
warrants of attachment, and one or two warrants of arrest. Notably the leading Tiwéna
Malil delayed §ayment as usnal, and it was not until I Lad addressed them several times
both orally and by letter, and had actually issued a warrant of attachment against Malik

Sher Muhammad Khéu's moveable property, that they paid in the Jand revenue due by them.

- 1 do not think that any undue severity was used in making these collections ; but now that
the rabi harvest has, owing to the almost complete failure of the winter rains, again turned

out a very poor crop, it is time to assist the people by very liberal suspensions, which I

shall shortly recommend. ; : :
* * * ke i L *

© The total income from grazing dues on lands not specially under
Moy : of Forest Officers rose from Rs. 23,133 to Rs. 24,072, almost the

March 1888. In addition to this a sum of Rs. 28,981 was mal&zedduneg the l{m
grazing dues on land managed directly by Forest Officers and credited to the Forest Depart~
ment. It is to be hoped that the management  classes of r&'kﬁmml shortly be

oomplotelg amalgamated, so that the income
same hea L N A L)

oment

whole of which was realised from lessees, _,EBQ“_];O'E ,W'h&?m are the
lambardérs of neighbouring villages, holding a three géd‘r_‘a’ lease which will expire on 31st
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gettlement wﬂ tions, issued general order® directi '

: ting that such annunal leases to be
mwaig e same person a ]ﬁ?os for.the same land gor another year, but tha:r::o new ?
i“'“y to “'8“‘_159& for the present. 1 hope to submit a report on the whole subjéct L]

Sl .0 »
Thisyeawtwo licenses for the manufacture of refined salt.getre and 65 for the
ssne

i manufacture of crude saltpetre were i against one and 53

m 5 o respectively last year. The income from theaeg‘iicenses is eredited
to the Customs Department as well as the Rs. 2 fee on the licenses for the manufacture of
sajji, which were 42 agabnst 41 in the previous year. .

_ Leases for the manufacture of sajji from the plant grown on State lands are
sold separately from the lefses for grazing on the same lands, and brought in Rs. 9,838
against Rs. 9,333 #n the previous year. In making the sales this year I found that these
leases were keenly competed for, the Khatri bidders wishing to secure the profits of the

- manufacture, while the camel-owners were anxious to retain the crop for their camels.
As there appeared to be, naturally enough, much friction in some cases between the cattle- -
owners who held the grazing lease and the Khatri who held the sajji-lease of the same Jand,
I endgavoured as far as possible to sell the sajji lease for the coming year to the same

ersons who held the grazing lease, even though their bid fell somewhat short of what the

hatri manufacturers were willing to give. This is, I understand, in the spirit of the
instructions of Government regarding the management of these waste lands. The leases
for the coming year amount to Rs. 9,200.

Under the head of leases of gardens and groves came Rs. 851 on account of Govern-
Other “m:s v ment land in the civil station leased for a year for cultivation and
! X grazing. ~ Rupees 17 are on account of fees levied on jégir income
realised through the tahsil; Rs. 2,188 are the price of land sold under the new lease rules
at five times the assessment and mdlikéna. I am of opinion that in this case and probably in
other similar case® the lessee gets the land on much too favorable terms, and that this new rule
is likely to lead on the one hand to the fixing of nnduly high rents for new grants of waste
land, and on the other to loss to Governmenit, by the transfer of State lands to individuals
at a price much below what the land would fetch in the market, I would make the selling
rice at least ten times the annual rent, but I am inclined to think the rule altogether too
iberal in its tendency towards the individual lessee and against the interests of the State.

Collections of fluctuating and miscellaneous revenne on account of previous

: years amounted to Rs. 2,743 and the balances have been reduced

Belanoces. . from Rs. 3,148 to Rs. 1;923. Tt was with some difficulty that such

large collections were made in the past nnfa‘vora,ble year, and it wil.l cqrtainly be necessary
to suspend largely in_ the coming year, as in many parts of the district, and especially in
tahsil Khushdb. The mortality among the cattle has been considerable, and®the cattle-
owners are,in difficulties, so that the income of the lessees will be much diminished. 5

5 There are now 163 villages subject to river action, of which 26 +are on ihe
? Chenéb and 187 on the Jhelum. In 16 of these villages the 10
- per cent. rule prevails, and I found on enquiry that in these villages
the owners generally wish to give up sthat rule in favor of the one prevalent elsewhere
under which all increases and decreases are taken into account. It will probably be possible
to arrange this for them during settlement operations. This year 133 villages were
_affected by river action. The figures for the last four years are as follows :—

Alluvion and diluvion.

ALLUVION AND RE-ASSESSED. * Duviow. IBZ‘L';‘:A"BE?E
Yrar. X ‘
iy . Area. Revenue, Area. Revenue. Revenue,
L : , : | i |
Craly 9,688 1,544 3,007 g0 | = sy
T m 9418 | 4,905 3,689 —1,976
A ams | ssw0 4,609 4,148 ~. 7698
il - o B0 S04 T 9833 . I} 4" 414

. alluvion ha ‘&'ln'm :-.bem munhthemme as ‘las.t yeﬁ, but the diluvion kas,

lownes the mnﬂooi;, ‘m\mﬁh lém aﬁhin during :lho prg:iou: two lgiug.
the last five years, the di-alluvion operations have resulted in
e X A refer solely to the.

cronsy of assossmont. - Tho figurs shown. i Siatement No.

4

wa




2,268 ncres
~ and the collections Rs. 1,531.
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missioner.  We found that in a number of Yillages, new land had been over-assessed in

« previous years, but I satisfied myself in every such case that the total assessméht of the
village taken as a whole was not too high for its present resonrces, and that t was 0o
need to apply for reduction of assessment pending the coming revision operations. The
present system of annual measurements and assessments is .mfch too complicated and
troublesome, and will, I hope, be simplified shortly, more especially by making e revenue -
year coincide with the agricultural year. I had forced upon my attention the extremely
unsatisfactory working of the deep stream rule which holds on the Chendb. The villagers
generally are in favor of fixed boundaries instead of their present shifting limits, but the
boundary to be finally adopled cannot be laid down without legislative authority, and I
venture to hope that this crying need of the Province will soon be brought to the attention
of the legislature. X ‘ ‘ : '

The only land tn.klgnlup dnril!llghthe year wasd322 acres for tlﬁé Sind-Ségar-Doib

. ailway, which was acquired at a cost of Rs. 8,781, being an

A average of Rs. 27 per n(clsre. This comprises both land neurg the

bund of the Jhelum for which compensation was paid at Rs. 70 or even Rs. 100 per acre,

and land in the Thal of tahsil Khushib, valued at Rs. 10 per acre. No new case has gone

before the Court durinﬁ the year. No serious irregularity in acquiring land has céme to

light, although the Railway Engineers in their haste to get throngh the work of construction

nickl;;, do not always wait till all the formalities prescribed by the law have been gone
through.

Irrigation.—The Station Canal, the new Séhiwdl, and the old Sdhiwél and the

' Macnabbwéh, which are managed by the Deputy Commissioner for

Irrigation Department, irrigated 14,872 acres against 15,729 acres
in 1886 and 14,558 in 1884. They flowed well during the early part of the season, hpt the .
failure of the rains and the early cessation of the river floods cansed them to cease prema-
turely, and a considerable area of the crops irrigated partially dried wp in consequence.
The canals are not constructed or maintained on highly scientific principles, in some respects
they are badly aligned, large sums of money hive been spent on them unnecessarily and
owing to their bad alignment the annual repairs cost much more than they should; but
making every allowance, they are a most profitable investment for Government and of the
greatest benefit to the people. They are capable of great improvement and extension, but
the Deputy Commissioner has neither the skill nor the time to permit of his treating them

“ satisfactorily, and I hope, it will soon be found possible to depute an experienced Irrigation
Engineer to assume charge of them at least for a time.

Imperial canals.

. The rate on the Station and Sdhiwél canals, viz., Rs. 2-8-0 per acre is not a low
rate, #ad as I found the assessments were worked somewhat harshly, I ordered that more
attention ghould be paid to the rule requiring that where the crop had partially failed a
partial reduction of the canal rate should be granted. There were a considerable number
of applications of this nature owing to the premature cessation of the floods, and the
demand assessed this year on these four canals was only Rs. 27,214 against Rs.” 81,843 in
1885 and Rs. 29,317 in 1884. ‘

* * * % * *

The Réniwah is maintained from Provincial Funds. It irrigated 15,056 acres against
14,901 in 1885 and 15,282 in 1884, and the demand, collections and

T balances (including the coming rabi instalment) compare as follows :—

Year. Assegsment, Realization. Balances,
1884-85 2t 37,387 37,123 23,034
1885-86 36,601 32,064 27,601
1886-87 36,837 38,342 Ml

The total expenditure was 9,142. This canal is a most profitable ingestment to

Government and the extension which is now about to be undertaken will also probably

turn out a &roﬁta.ble undertaking. The clearances give much trouble this year owing to the

failure of the contractor to perform his contract in time, and there " some anxiety as to

whether the heads which are at Yrmnt unfavourably sitnated, would work well ; but the
~canal commenced to run on the 12th April and is now flowing satisfactorily.

The Corbynwah inbtuhaﬂw x:::m: bf:;g.'so the D‘ileﬁ"o:f ' Frnd, . Iy

. ambitions undertakin cost a t deal of mc but owing
e to its bad ali _mentagnd thcnhmbléﬁeof%%%ev&‘
worked well. Notwithstanding the objections which have been made to it, I think that
-with comparatively little additional ex , it could be made a most useful canal, but for
e e L T e i A e e
. 1. esent, unfavorably situa -;_i_'Hgfg-’fa_; :

1. The head is at pres
nd mnch money on Eho canal, bt it lso was got fo
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r--@lmimmm rivate canalg, which are most n Y e - al th th
irrigated fr. _ rous - alo ¢ sou
| Private guuals, W:QE,W Jhelum, was 30,291 acres ag!:?;m "31,&4nxgn 1885 and
.. % . 24840 in 1884 Many of these canals are owned by single in-?
%ml and carefully cleangd out every year; the most successful is that mnﬁga by Malik *
© Séhi ){ kp,n, ‘Liwéna, which is now under the Court of Wards ; ofhers are owned by villages,
and are tqp often allowed to silt up. - Almost all have been properly cleaned out this cold
weather and are now flowing well. .

Ad'n!niatratim.—-'l’gue hm}xm'g;; of v;'arrimts issued increased from 1,085 to 1,206,

Coerc o0f which 972 were for land revenue proper and 105 for canal reve-

5 . 3 nue. In three or four cases a defauFbcrpwns detained for a fé'w days

at the tahsil, and in several cases warrants of attachments were issued but not executed as the

arrear was paid up. Onl® in one case was the dafaulter, a ferry contractor, sent to the

Civil Jail for a neonth. Rupees 957 were realised as - talabdna and only Rs. 365 expended.

I'have already expressed my opinion that Government insteand of making this a source of

income should increase the pay of the process-servers and thus remove them from the necessity

of accepting illegal gratifications. T'his would probably result in fewer warrants and more -
prompt realizations.

® Thirty-five rakhs in the Bér of tahsil Bhera, and 33 in the Salt Range of tahsil
Khushab are managed more directly by the Forest officers of the
Chendb and Jhelum divisions, and their income credited to the
Forest Department. I myself conducted the sales of the leases of
those rakhs along with the Forest Officer, and wherever Yossible, granted the lease to
Jambardérs of neighbouring villages, in some cases allowing thent to take the lease at some-
thing less than the highest bid. In the Sin, especially, where the number of cattle has
greatly diminished for the present owing to the drought, I reduced the grazing assessment
considerably for the coming year with the concurrence of the Forest Officer.

The rakh® in tahsil Shabpur and the Thal of tahsil Khushab are still managed
by the Deputy Commissioner without the assistance of the Forest Officers, whose more
important work is too far away for them té exercise control easily over these distant rakhs.
Wﬁgn the incoms and expenditure of all waste lands have been amalgamated, it may he
possible to amalgate the management more thoroughly, but I am inclined to think that it
would be worth while to appoint a special Forest Officer to this district during settlement
operations, in order that the rakh management might be put once for all on a proper
footing. g Eow

- -
'Gommenb waste land.

The grazihg leases of the greater mumber of the rakhs not managed by the
Forest Officers were sold for a term of three years ending with March 1888. Only five
rakhs are under direct management. Of the total income from grazing, Rs. 24,082, only
Rs. 1,804 was realised directly from the graziers. The total demand for grazfog fees and
leages compares as follows with that of the previous years :— .

Rs. *
1882-83 e 28,638
1883-84 e E i 23,089
1884-85 e 25995
1885-86 24,679 -
1886.87 e 25,099 i

balance at the end of the year was Rs. 1,027, which is little, considerin
the drog;‘lh‘;a:m:hi?h prevailed in the r);a.ter part of the district. I have already utateg
that it will now be necessary to suspen largely.
: : * * * * : * *
- kh area held on cultivating leases is 50,164, of which half is cultivated,
1‘_1_;0 [ the income beinggRs. 14,846. During the year, 1,500 acres held
Leases of xfkh lands. on lease by Malik Hikim Khén Nim, were sold to him under the
new waste land rules for Rs. 2,185 (it was worth at least twice as much prairie value, and .
the rule is far too Mberal). The following new leases were granted :— ;

s Acres,

©In Hakh Chhfoni Gharib Khan .. o

e ~ »  Chhot Ghulsm Muhammad ... %82
% Chhaoni Mihr Khan e :

e - TR

" Orders have now been received to cense granting leases of waste land . until a
sral scheme for thg management of the Government lands in the district has been
n of opinion that recent grants in this district have been made on much
: s. There is a great demand for land and there will be no difficulty in
opin tivation, but it will be well to consider the %::ltion in all its bearings and
nger to make grants in the haphazard fashion which has hitherto prevailed. b
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Rupees 7,120 were granted as advances under the Land Improvement Act, and
¢ Agricultural advancos, 1% 1,280 under the Agriculturists’ Loans Acts. There were large
- " number of applications, especially for advances for the pufchase of
cattle, and it was found ,necessary to apply for a sanction of Rs. 500 for the latter
purpose in addition to the Rs. 800 originally granted. The are mpw again a large number-
of applications pending, and should the coming rains give a good supply of fodge , I trust
that Government will grant taqqdvi liberally for the purchase of bnllocfs to take the place
of those which have disappeared in the drought. Many applications are also made for
the construction of wells, and of those bunds in ae Stin which were deseribed in last year’s
reports The new taqqdvi rules have made the system more popular and will probably give
an impetus to the construction of works of improvement. During the year 15 wells and
7 bunds were constructed. Some little difficulty was experienced in realising instalments-
in villages which had suffered from the drought, but the over-due instalments now amount
only to Rs. 106. ’ "

* * * * * *

Wards.—Malik Umar Hayét Khén, of Katra, is now 12} years old. He is still under
the tutorship of Mr. Kirthie Singh and as shown by the report of Mr. Thompson, Inspector
of Schools, a copy of which is attached, he is maging fair progress with his studies. Tt is
intended to semy him to the Aitchison College next year. "

The total income of the estate during the year has been Rs. 76,977, including
Rs. 22,624 interest on notes ; and the total expenditure Rs. 48,668, leaving an excess income
of Rs. 28,809. The total assets are now valued at 104 lakbs, including Rs. 5,338,400 in
Promissory Notes and Rs. 1,30,485 in cash.

During the year a gateway and some other improvements have been added to
the family mansion at the desire of the boy’s relatives ; stables and other out-houses: have
been rebuilt, the canal has been more thoroughly cleared out and 5 wells have been con-
structed, The Assistant Superintendent, Horse-breeding Operations, visifed the stud and
expressed himself as pleased with the style of animal reared and the mode of management.

* * * &y * *

EXTRACTS FROM DEPUTY COMMISSIONER'S REPORT. -

RAWALPINDI DISTRICT.

(J. W. GARDINER, Esquize.)

Fiscat.—The demand for 1885-86 according to the rent-roll was Rs. 6,88,819-4-0,
but to this a sum of Rs. 1,28,288-2-0 was added on gccount of
) enhanced jamas due to the revised settlement which took effect
frem kharif 1885. The total was thus Rs. 8,17,107-6-0. The whole increase dne to Settlement
operations has now been brought on the rent-roll, and the demand for 1886-87 was thus

increased to Rs. 9,20,456. '

ﬁemund.

Collections and balances: The progress of cellections was as follows :—
. Demand. Collection. Balance.
s Rs. ; Rs.
1886-87 ... 9,24,456 9,18,650-3-6 1,805-12-6
e i * . ekl - *

Owing to the almost complete failure of the winter rains and the consequent bad
agricultnral prospects, difficulty was felt in collecting the kharif instalment, especially in
tahsil Pindigheb where the outturn of the.kharif harvest had also been below the average.
But eventually the demand was collected with the exception of the items noted agove._

* L R * b * ot e
The undermentioned aren was taken up during the year :— =~ : v
Acres 53-0-9 of land was taken up for the Murree-Kohala road, and R, 4,738-15-6 were

L paid as compensation forit. A reduction of Rs. 5 in the rent-roll on
AT this account has been duly sanctioned by the Financial Commissioner.

The land for this road was taken up in an irregular way, No intimation was -
sent to the Deputy Commissioner by the Public Works Officer, and it was only when the
owners petitioned the Deputy Commissioner that he became aware that the land had been
taken from the zaminddrs, and compensition was not paid until nearly two years after the
land had been actually occupied.. This matter has been before the Financial Commis-
sioner who has taken action on it, and it is to be hoped that for the future these irregu-
larities will not be repeated, ' .~ G ot ) :
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" < (Coroner E. L. OMMANNEY.)
* ; *° * ¥ : - S :
_ Fiscal.—Except in the dry tracts of the Midnwili*tahsil of the Bannu distriot the
Kundi Circle and Dm'nun in Dera Ismail Khan and the Pachad of Dera Ghézi Khan, the
revenue has been ®alized without difficulty ; in the tracts mentioned the revenues, where

necessary, have been suspended and remitted, the decrease in the balances and diminution
In ooercive processes are satisfactory features.

The district reports show the details of the balances ; the fact that only Rs. 4,363
out of a bu!a.nge of Rs. 22,751 is in train of liquidation, the rest being doubtful, irrecoverable
and notinal, is very satisfactory, but improvement is desirable in Dera Ghézi Khan which
contributes Rs. 3,007 to this sum.

It has been a hard year for the agriculturist and, though the amount in liquidation
will be recovered, help willno doubt have to be given in the more sterile tracts in the
shape of suspensions and remissions.

* * * * *

*

5 .
This system is in force in the riverain tracts of Bannu, Dera Ismail Khan and
Muzaffargarh and in the Daman, ‘I'rans-Indus of Dera lsmail Khan

Fluctnating nssessments jyrigable by hill torrents, and has been fully described in former

in certain tracts. e

reports.
L
Difference
Settlement Rovenve. with refer- | Difference us
DistricT. Officer’s fore- ence to settle- to previous
cast, 1885-86. 1886.87, ment fore- year.
cast.

? Bannu ... £ 75,016% 89,135 80,768 + 4,852 — 8,367
& (Daman ... 61,710 31,413 16,849 — 45,861 o 14,564

L] ¢
dé {Bivex'a.in 1,88,298 ¢+ | 1,71,058 1,71,831 I3 4+ .

kb, 3 -1

2,02,471 1,88,680 — 13,791

Muzaffargarh ... 168,131 1,77,148 1,73,000 + 4,869 — 4,148

* Figures are taken from last clause of para. 193 of Bannu printed Settlement Report.

; #+ Last year’s provincial report puts the figure at Rs. 2,01,411, in district report the figures put at Rs. 2,01,880 ;
the above figure in statement is taken from the appendices to Dera Ismail Khan printed Settlement Report.

The settlement forests slow gross income that is assigned to jdgirddrs, &c., but
district returns of the year only give the Government revenue. The decrease in Bannu is
attributed to less land being put under the p]ough and loss caused by Indus erosion.
The great falling off in the Damén was due to-the demolition of irrigation dams in the early
part of the year and subsequent dronght. The last good harvest in the Daman: was the
rabi of 1885, and since then including the rabi now harvested the crops have been bad.

In the riverain tracts the outturn and results have been better. The diminution in
Muzaffargarh is not explained, it may be due to erosion.
~ The fluctuatin tem in the riverain tracts appears to be decidedly popular, and
,ftwﬁ,p"i’:;hu Dumn,gb:{t'here some people assert that they often suffer from the mut’zuku
~ of the patwéri and neglect of the superior Rovenue officers by which they have to pay full

ior ¢rops. There is no doubt a deal of truth in this, but with the best of

tions it is almost impossible for a Tahsildir to see every field, though he should do so in

er-average seusons before assessing ; io work the system thoroughly the patwéris and

 superior Revenue officers must be strong, healthy and active; worked well the system

» great benefit to the people, otherwise it may be the cause of great oppression and
ol R EETR SS RN T WL, I
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In Dera Ghézi Khan the net loss in area bg diluvion was 24,713 acres, involving a
: el decrease of the revenue by Rs. 4,650, it is shown that the River
Alluvion and dilavion: 1,dug has in this one year caused moreloss than in the tggregate
of the five preceding years, and that in the six years, inclusive of the year under
report, the district bas lost by the encroachment of the rivenp Indus 47,844 ncres and
a revenue of Rs. 16,320 ; the Deputy Commissioner in treating ©n this subject
points out the danger of keeping open the different backwaters for the take off of the
canals, ns the river in flood may at any time take (he course of thesp backwaters
destroying the canal heads and tracts of allavial land, that the wiser policy is to silt up and
closecup these side chiannels, At the rate of destruction now going on the city and canton-
ment of Dera Ghazi Khan with large villages and stretches of alluvial land must, it, is said,
be destroyed ; it is recommended that a special enquiry by Civil and Irrigation officers
jointly should be held as to whether if the present system of the Canal Department does
attract the Indus to the westward, it would not be better to make some aleration and forego
the temporary benefit-derived from the canals. The trend of the Indus from remote times
has been to the westward part of the present Muzaffargarh distriet and of the Bahéwalpur
State were once on the westside of the Indus, 64 years ago the town of Dera Ismail Khan
was swept away and four or five Dera Fatteh Khans have gone, also Mitthankote besides
muny villages and miles of lund, the present towns of Dera Ismail Khan and Dera Ghizi Khan
have been seriously threatened on more than one occasion, and any year they might with the
cantonments be seriously injured if not swept away altogether. Tf:e tendency of the other
Punjab rivers is also, it is believed to encroach on their right banks that is to the westward
and during the year under report in Muzaffargarh the Chendb cut deep into its right bank
sweeping away one or two villages entirely and severely injuring others. The more the
Indus cuts to theewestward the more irrigable land is lost and the more difficult it becomes
to utilize the_canals at their heads. New heads having to be madesfurther up stream. Under
those conditions presumably the Canal Department woulduse their best endeavours to keep
the river at a safe distance, and that if the silting up of backwaters would have erabled
them to do so that they would have adopted the recessary measures. o ;
- * * * * *

Irrigation :—The only canals of this destription are in the two southern districts of

.~ Dera Ghézi Khin and Muzaffargarh. In Dera Ghézi Khin the

mﬁ'ﬁi{fﬁl’iﬁ:“ Trriga  jrvigated area has increased from 155,000 to 169,138 acres-due to
? the improved working of the Manka and Shorea canals. The

Bannhan branch of the Baiban Canal has entirely fuiled and the revenue of the villages
hitherto -irrigated by it will have to be reduced. Generally speaking the westward set of
tho river Indus is determinately affecting the working of the canals by eroding their heads.

In Muzaﬂ'nmfarh the irrigated area has incrensed from 212,154 acres to 234,027,
The new rules for 1885 work smoothly, protective works are being steadily pushed on. The
eople abeut Khairpur and Sitpur in the cold weather complained of the deprivation of
ndus flood irrigation by the closing of certain openings in the Kot Rafta protection
embankment south of Latoi. The late Deputy Commissioner, Mr. Brown, was in communi-
cation with the Executive Engineer about this, and no doubt this will be rectified by arrang-
ing for a permanent supply ; as the works in hand are completed. .
* » ‘

v * * * *
; Administration.—The only khém estates are in the Dera Ism4il
Khim estates. fhhég district and ‘are *43 in number. The following table give
: e figures ;— *

Voww dos S v fb e

REEE

NAME oF Estare.

Number.
Settlement fore-
cast. -
855-86
r

ol

§
Re. i “Ra.
| maze | o8| 20 4] 309
12,461

10 e e
‘W e ‘i il -‘ m :
Parada lands, Gundépus Cirele .. | 19 ~9urfl 1.7 2/1 60
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:

: The Bhittdnni Circle is very favor itnated
cnltiv was small from 4,635 to 4,344 acres, the la
tofhapmmctmpﬂm LY o o

greater. %mﬁ falling off in the caltivation was due to
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rt of the year,carryin l\n{ thedrrigation dams and the subsequent drought in March
¢ m&. - I%aw the Pnill'%i.m ately constructed, a very large work and a.pp:g:;t!y strongly
pot together, if moderate floods first come to moisten and settle the earth it should
stand as grrangements have been'made to carry off the water when too much comes down
- on to it. The steady decline in the income from these estates and the determination of tlte
country is said to be due to the inefficient managewent in the onstruction and mainte-
‘nance of th:oPa!ﬁal and ofher dams. Certain men, called Jorawals, cultivated a tract of over
4,000 acres'on easy terms, that is, they paid one-fourth instead of three-tenths as mahsil and
* one-twelfth instead of one-tenth malikdna, the condition being that they should maintain so
ma okes ¥ oxen apd be responsible for the construction and mainfenance of the dams
receiving assistance from, other villages under certiin c¢onditions at certain times ; these men
now have to pay three-tenths mahsiil, one-tenths malikéna and cesses, and have besides fo m
mortgage and lathbandi dues ; such were the princ¢ipal points noted to show that people

Jost heart and could not Be got to cultivate the land and work at the dams without the
allowances formerly made to them.

The Guudépur proprietors, the largest of whom are the chiets, are very grasping and
with the conflicting interests concerned and put forward, it is difficult to ascertain the real
truth, but there seems to be reasonable probability of there being some good foundation for
the present depressed condition of the Jorawals and that this may injuriously affect the

“arrangements necessary for the proper irrigation of this tract.

. * * * * * *

There has been no change in the management during the year. In Muzffargarh
: under Financial Commissioner’s Cirenlar No. 42, dated 1st August
m:::““‘d vakh manage- 1885, the Forest Officer has been associated with the Deputy
¢ Commissioner as the latter’s assistant in the administration of this
department. In the matter of fuel and fodder reserves there has been correspondence with
the Deputy Commissioners, and sofne arrangements will, it is hoped, be found practicable to
start the scheme. From Muzaffargarh a proposal has been submitted for “ reserving” a
large tract of Gowvgrnment lanc with the above object in this district' so well suited from its
sition between two rivers for the spontaneous growth of grass and timber ; there appear to
E:too many forest tracts and of irregular Pormation causing great inconvenience to the
people.
% * * * *

The advances have apparently been judiciously given in Dera Ghézi Khén, they were
given sparingly on account of the lavish manner in!which {they had been given some time
ago resnlting in large balances, which it is explained owing to bad seasons cannot at
present be realized, the advances were principally made to the Khozas of the Pachad by way
of loans to enable them to tide over bad seasons. ;

. The late circulars of the Financial Commissioner Nos. 11 and 12, dated, 4ti’ April
1887, relating to advances will much simplify the procedare and the accounts, and bring out
uniformityswhere hitherto in different tahsils and distriets, there has been a want of it. °*

* ES ES e * *

1 left head-quarters on the 18th November 1886, and except 10 days at Dera Ismail
Khan in February for the Jubilde, remained in camp till the end
'!‘ouu‘q( officers. of March.

: I first marched down the right bank of the Indus.to Dera Ghdzi Khan on the way
inspecting the tahsil at Tounsa and visiting the post and out-post of Mangrota and
Mandréni. . ; '

After a stay of about a week at Dera Ghézi Khan proceeded down south by the
Sheru road to Jampur, then across by Dajil to Harrand where Sardér Jaldl Khén was
formerly invested with the scarf of Tumandarship for which event several of the other
 Tumandérs and their followers had assembled. The Kéha Pass was visited then the tour

_ continued by Drigri and Fattehpur to Réjanpur.

~ After about a week's stay here the Indus was crossed to Dhaka in the Mugaffargarh
District and the route taken was by Sitpur, Khdnpur, Alipar, Jatof and Kinjar to Muzaffar-

A&ﬁtmbmtt 10 days’ stay here tour was continued northwards by Langar Serdi to
Rangpur from which place the Thal was crossed by Munda to Daira Din Pana and then by
‘Leiak and Bhakkar to Dera. After o shori stay here the route by Pahdrpur, Panidla and

to Edwardesabéid was taken, and after some stay thero the return was made by

cki, Pesu, Tank and Kuldchi to Dera. |
W part of April 1886 I also ﬁmud Tank.

‘‘‘‘‘
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Fiseal.~The chief decrease under the head of fluctuating sources of land revenue is

e represented by Rs. 8,367, being collections from fluctuating. assess-

]Me:‘:’;:ndf,e::“:’m" ments of river lands. Of this amount Rs. 8,175 represent

remissions on account of destructive inundation (vide Commis-

sioner’'s letter No. 502, dated 21st September 1886, to my address) and the balance,

Rs. 5,192, is due to a smaller area of land having been cultivatéd this year in the Isa Khel

and Midnwili tahsils compared with preceding year as also to diluvion cansed by the
action of the river Indus in the Midnwali tahsil. : \

* * B e - ' *

The decrease is attributed to the cultivation of a smaller area in Kachha lands this
year compared to last year and to a greater proportion of lands being swept away by the
action of the River Indus during the same period. There was, however, an incrsase of
Rs. 11,303 as compared with the assessment announced by the Settlement in 1879-80. Much
good has no doubt resnlted by the introduction. of the system of irrigation by means of
gandies or embankments introduced in 1881-82, for if the system had not'been enforced, the
revenue from fluctuating areas would have suffered greatly, consequent on the bed of the
Indus having in those parts of the country expanded and becoming deeper thus preventing
the adjoining lants from being moistened. .

Notwithstanding, therefore, the small decrease in the ‘ycur under report which was
due to exc'ertiouul circumstances, it is clear that the system of fluctuating assessment has
worked well and is regarded with satisfaction by the people.

»

. * * * - *

EXTRACTS FROM DEPUTY COMMISSIONER’S REPORT.

e

DERA ISMAIL KHAN DISTRICT.

(G. M. OGILVIE, Esquirg.)

. * * * * 5 * *

ﬂ'o:a-l.-—The agricultural seasons were not favorable, but all land revenre falling due
: within the year was collected, with the exception of sums mnot really
liable to collection, and sums the collection of which was suspended
by vegular sanction of the Commissioner.

Qollection. g

¥ * ; b ] * * *

These difficulties in collection have been caused by the state of the Kundi Circle. .
: The fixed settlement has entirely broken down in a part of this
Remarks on Kundi Cir-  oipole, A full report on the sn{jeet ‘has been furnished, and the
o details of a fluctnating assessment which is to be introduced are now
under consideration. :

The state of the whole tract in the Trans-Indus portion of the distriet, which is under
; what is known as the Daman system of fluctuating assessment,
Remarks on Daman lands. g nleo guch as to give rise to the anticipation that suspensions and
remissions of the fixed one-fourth may become inevitable in the current year. ~Ex,pqz;9%‘qp
ined since settlement has cast doubt on the suitability of the Daman system to the
ionltural conditions of this tract ; and it is possible that a revision of assessmeut, involy-
ing an alteration of the principle on which it is based, nearly the payment of a fixed one-
fourth may become necessary. This subject is now under consideration, 5 Al

* S b ke & IR,

(1 Estates held Khém.
‘“ " (2) Estates under the Damun systom




26,089
coaeaet omas f o e | 1458
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o' Totil "'".. : 2,28,510 215173 —13,337

. »

- The increase of .m]come from thai;n estates is misleading. The Ustardna Circle
ol . only came under direct management from kharif 1885, and the
.R"’“‘P b ¥ st income of only one harvest of this circle was 'consequ,entl): included
: in the fluctuating revenne of the year 1885-86. On the other
hand the income of both harvests in this circle are included in the figures for 1886-87.
The o&mparuon. therefore, is not a true one. Excluding the Ustarfina circle from considera-

tfon the detail of income of Khém estates isas follows : — s

1885-86. 1886.87. Difference.
Tt B 17 5

Pradu lands of Gundaput Circle 15,340 8,202 —7,048

Bhittduni Circle 8,683 18,950 +5,267
" ;. AACABIRI LG . L

. '

DPotal e 24,028 22,942 —-1,781

s o

The extraordinary decrease in the Gundapur circle was the vesult of the destruction
-of the irrigtion dams early in the year by violent floods from the hills ; and of subsequent
drought. Every effort has been made in the past cold season to construct the dams as
solidly as possible. It remains to be secn whether they will stand this year or not.
The Bhittdni Circle is largely irrigated by the perennial stream of the Tank Zém,
and is therefore not liable to the agricultural calamities to which the Gundapur Gircle is
exposed, The area under cultivation was slightly greater than in the prefeding year,
but the ircome, owiug to rise in prices, increased in a far greater ratio. .
. The oxtraordinary decrease in the revenue of the Ddéman, as shown in the above
R of D faiida. [g;:t&:untp was due to the same causes, as effected tbe:Ghndupuy
‘The increased revenue of the Kachha was owing to the  comparatively prosperous
' Revenue of Kachha. season of 1885-86, on which the assessment was based.
Comparative statement The following table has been compiled to show the financial results
of !mu in of the Daman and Katchi system since the year of settlement. The
Daman and 3 Settlement Officer’s forecast is given at the foot in antique type.

From tracts | From tracts :
under the under the

"" £ Daman Kachha Rowinn
s 2} system. | system.
W RS £ |
e | e e - -~ —

Phioes figares show the whdls olldétions
-~ including WHNW, At

v i : e *
™ VL
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"The comparatively good income in the Déman in 1885-86 was due to the. rabi
p ?)lfy that year. The kharif harvest of 1885 was, as notéd in the
mwl condition of 7,04 vear's report, n-bad one. This was followed by a bad rabi in
g i 1886’: Irrigation again failed in July and August of 1886, gnd conse-
qtently the kharif of 1886 was bodg,‘nnd owing to the continued drought has been followed
by a bad rabi in 1887. Thus the Daman has had four bad ha.rvtsbs ‘in‘succession.
*

* * * e
& : o
Tirni in this district is of three kinds:—tirni on Powinda cattle assessed by
Tirni. enumeration; ; ¢

. (Camel tirni in the Thal realized by leases ; leases of gn;nzi.ug dues in rakhs.)
The income of the Powinda tirni ig shown in column 13 of the statement.

The following comparative table shows details. The figures for five years cre not

Powinds Tirnl. repeated as they were given in the report of laskyear :—
Numeer oF POWINDA 3
Catrin; INcomg.
YEAR. i . ToraAv.
Sheep and || Credited to Otedsbed %o 2
Camels, Bannu and
Goats, Dera. Mussurgash, v
/ Rs. Rs. Rs.
1885.86 62,804 170,857 81,130 2217 33,347
1886-87 71,199 155,805 33,826 2,217 36,048

The number of camels brought down by the Powindas was in excess of the number ;
in the (Yreceding year ; but there was a considerable mortality amongst, the animals in

the cold weather, owing to the drought and deficiency of fodder.
Tirni by leases. The total tirni demand by leases was Rs. 21,714 as follows :—
Camel tirni in Thal e 9,896
Leases of grazing dues in rakhs .. 12,819

Owing to the persistent drought the lessees found great diﬁcuity in collecting their
dues and in paying their revenue. On this ground application was made for the suspen-
sion of Rs. 1,658 which was duly sanctioned.

¢ * * * s L *

The work of awarding compensations- for land acquired for the Sind-Sagar State |
Railway in  this district was practically concluded if the year.
There are some new cases involving comparatively small areas, to
~ be acquired under recent notifications, now pending, and such cases may continue to occur
from time to time, but the great mass of the work connected with the main line has been
disposed of. The notice which whs taken by Government, during the year, of irregularities
in the proceedings of Railway Engineers produced a very good effect, and in the latter part.
of the year nu cause of complaint on this score was experienced.

* * * ¥ * Kl

Land acquisition.

The total area acquired for the State Railway is shown in column .12 to have beén
8,896 acres, and the compensation paid for this land (column 18) to have been Rs. 31,040,
The average rates paid per acre were— ;

Rs. A. P.
Tﬂhsﬂ Lei“ e e P e iyt Py 12 7 6
Tahsil Bhakkar : oo dhal. (e R e

Average for the district (very ,;)eafly) Rs.8 pervacre.
* R * e g ek et tatl,

. . Irrigation.— An utt‘emp_t‘,hs‘l‘aeen’ made this year to obtain fairl _accurate  stais A
~ of irrigation by streams and torrents, and two statements are uppendeg .boﬁnswm?:

irrigated by assessment circles and (B) by each hill torrent separately. It is of course

* comparatively easy to ascertain the area irrigated by perennial iy U

] : ~and ‘this 1is {
saparately shown for the first time. The figures for the hill torrents are’ :ﬁﬁm :

‘ascertain, for a considerable period may elapse between the date of the torrents W
the season of next crop inspection. le;:hbm xtent of the overflow may

Wd‘m” h 1y
: i, m W




‘ on of 1886 was &
“down, m«m‘nyanﬁ

#‘M‘ Oﬂl_ﬂl torrcnts is the season p@lfmnmer raing, o Hile time the overﬂow M e
rtumlurly bad one, O
;& s ; and the water

ortwo heavy torrents
ead of spreading over

ﬁ!mﬁ?m Bli'l‘hﬂ down thrpugh the ravines to-the Indus. A few other torrents which

xoug_

b it ovggt

‘ lverp ‘of no use owing to tbe previous destruction of the dams.
these torrenbs, ‘although it looks comsiderable on paper, was

: mluh ‘ﬁmn be in & good season. After these heavy torrents there
foﬂoweda pcm er‘smBentdronght. and the crops sown on the lands which had been
““.’h ove ow were either severely injured or totally destroyed. !

o A.
wtm‘mt of area uhgated by {erenmal streams and hill torrents, Tra.m-fndsl
Dera Ismail Khan District, for 1886-87.
R e ; ;
» AREA 1RRIGATED. ’l
By‘tgrzmi.zml By hill torrents. Total,
of assessment : - REMARKS.
m circle. 1 \ e
: BT BRI EE B
S o e ol R £ BN L
< pE2) ) B = 28
< = >
'. 2 1 & 2 & M | &°
Kundi A 165 99 9449 11,736] 9,614/ 12,731
Jatétar g 9,124 22,968 177 9,301/ 22968
Gumal 12 608 7,930 2,608 7,930
Bhiténni 1,313 8347 .. 1,318 3,347
. |
Total 3,210, . 35.240] 9,626 11,736] 22,836 46,976i
Guooflépur .. .. 370, 1,932 18719 5,18 19,089 7,113
Zarkanni &l o 198 418 286 1,335 484, 1,753
Mién Khaili ... 2,233 4,876} 10,419 3,2200 12,652 8,096

- Babér 901 2,729 10,656 2,603] 11,557 5,332
Dstdedna ... 1. g17e] 1,877 B172 1877
Daulatwila ... e 3,155 251 3,155 251
Vehoa Fateh Khin . 499 3,669! 27,350 5,08‘2' 27,849 8,751 .

. — L
. . Total 4,201 13,624’ 78,757 82,058 82,673 p

Banibla ) 7Fi. 186 2,043 22000 1,118] * :
Qnml Ta.kwn'u 38 17,893 17,931 9,551
Luni Awal. R 10,347 10,347 1,096
Luni Doyam 612| 5,203 5,815 1,649
Luni Gng Tmz v 11,263 11,263 4,824
Mirén .. ik Gl wh 6,623 6,523 5,981

|Motel ...~ 836 1326 5327 54,108 21,619

Grand Total ... 18,247 50,190} 141,655 15,902 161,268} 2,61,170

2 AR B o e ks A
.

f
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Detailed Statement of Iryigation by hill torvents.  °
«
“Total
¢ . Tahsil i -
. _ Tahsil Dera. 5 Tank, | irrigated
Kulfohi. & l:illtorrenlz
1 Larzan ... agin *hdhe 1
2 Soheli ... y g:;ag %%g
I N BT e 7387 7,387
8 Takwhed 5, L b 10,720 10,101 e " 20821
§ BN L YT 15,035 15,085
6 Luni 6,609 3,814, 9 18Y 10,610
7 Kot Azam 26,139 5,122 el 31,261
R S * 165 165
9 Gud Tou .. .. 11,838 8,038 19,876
10 /Oulisben ... & L I 951 5,789 6,740
TIRE S R R 4,199 4,199
IR Wik . L LT e 4,531 5,850 9,881
BB IR -7 i it 3,068 12,397 15,465
14 Vehoa .. ... i el 22,731 22,731 .
15 Littra ... 3,078 . N 3,078
TR T N N SR O e 3,160 3,160
17 Minor streams ... I 1,904 7,662 4,606 14,172
Total oo ... 83,955 | 88,446 20,332 1,92,733
T * * * MR ¥ *

Administration.--There has been no alteration in the management of Khém estates.
J The fluctuations of revenue have been noticed above. The man-
S —— agement of the Ustarana Circle has continued satisfactory.

The following table gives stutistics of cultivation in these circles :—

Rate per acre on

Area under crops. Gross demands. oulédoation.

Circle. — - s
1885.86. 1886-87. | 1885.86. | 1886.87. || 1885-86. | 1886.87.
e TR 1 Rs. Rs. | Re. A. P Rs A, P,
Gundapur ws 111 45,187 9,114 21,878 12,461 1 7.2)4 60
Ustarina 9,798 5,330 0 8 8
Bhittdnni 4,344 4,635 8,783 14,124 | 2 0 4| 3 0 9

¢ -

* * * # * *

EXTRACTS FROM DEPUTY COMMISSIONER’S REPORT.

DERA GHAZI KHAN DISTRIWCT.'

(M. L. DAMES, Esquire.)
* * * . *° * E3 _

Fiscal.—The system of fluctuating assessment has not been introduced in this district.
There seems, howev:ry, good reason to believe that its introduction would beatteqded w;hh bene-
fitin the riverain tract of the distriet, which corresponds in cha’raotertothg m'nilqr tracts in
the Dera Ismail Khan and Muzaffargsrh districts where the system is in force ; and
possibly also in the Pachéd, or tract subject to the action of hill torrents, Inquiries on
thism“jleot bave been in progress during the past cold season, and the results wﬂlh |
® y reported on. ; AL il O fe

gl
-0

* A * e A AL L s e e
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D §888-88 ;P G N - 12,175

‘1888.84 + 4,920 ¢
lm .-n cen e wee e e ® g e 11’487
e sgm e Ve S ™ e “ee - 10,506
: — 28,131
B 0 o s S e - N
‘ 1 .

Total loss in six years ... 47,844
®  cm—

The effect on the land revenue for the same series of years is as follows =
Rs.

BUBLAER o s -

Y RS S e " i 3;32;'
1883-84 . — 8476
DR S R B e e e
. e e TN DU N 44
~ 11,670
T n G Ol AT 4 - 4,650
Total loss 16,320

The alluvion and dilavion measurements of the Dera Ghézi Khan and Sanghar tahsils were

tested by Rai Amir Chand, Extra Assistant Commissioner, those in the Jémpur tahsil

%Sardér Gurdydl Singh, Assistant Commissioner, and those of the Réjanpur tahsil by
. Donald, Extra®Assistant Commissioner, in charge of the Sub-division.

»

The action of the Indus and the extensive loss of territory and revenue entailed
thereby is becoming a very serions question in this district, and cannot be considered
a¥nrt rom the question of canal management. It has been hitherto treated by the officers
of the Irrigation Department as a purely departmental matter, from the point of view of
its effect on the canal révenue. The canals work best when they take off from dhands
or side streams of the river, and the efforts of the Canal Department have been devoted to
developing and keepjing open such dhands, rather than to stopping their flow. Yet nothing
is better established than that such a dhand, once well established and flowing freely
may at any time doring the flood season, become the main stream of the Indus. Whep this
happens the canal head must be destroyed, and the prosperity of the canal, while,the dhand
lasted is purchased by its permanent deterioration, and by the destruction of a tract of
alluvial Jand.

The opposite policy of encouraging the silting np and closing of the dhands would
entail greater expenditure in pushing up the canal heads, &c., but it would probably do
much to arrest the destruction of the irrigable lands of fhe district. At the present rate
of destruetion not only the city and cantonment of Dera Ghézi Khan must be destroyed,
but all the more important villages and the lowlying lands of the district must also be lost.

The point is one that deserves careful attention, it may briefly be put thus. Whether
the present action of the Canal Department does or does not invite and attract the main
stream of the Indus towards the right bank ; and if so whether a temporary benefit to the
revenue derived from the canal justifies persistence in this policy in face of the interests
of Government, and the people of the district involved on the other side. I can only
recommend that a special enquiry by civil and irrigation officers jointly should be held on
this subject. "

At %* : » * * * *

& % The amount paid as compensation was Rs. 8,778, paid entirely on the award of the
Wb ki Deputy Commissioner. The average per acre was Rs. 35 against
W'N‘i!‘“g' . Rs. 82 the preceding year.

land required for the new Peshin road from Dera Ghdzi Khan to the Frontier
n up during the year. Compensation statements were sent to the Exeontip

has paid the estimated awount due as com{:ensation into the treasury, but has

to the rates as too high in certain cases. Further enquiry is, therefore, now bei

uado on this point, Tho compensation has, therefore, not yet béen distributed, and wi
ear in the curr ‘i*yur’umm:.h : : Foprplong ac
il e 4 * .

* on i
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» Agricultural Advances.—The amount assi Aor, ta q&vi‘adunoen during the year
was Rs. 18,000, but of tHis only Rs. 5,084 was advanced. There were altogether I2 grants,
of which 7 were for the construction of new Wells, 8 for repairs of old wells :andv 2 for new

o6

¢ water-courses. 3 ) « s e . y

*  The iarge advances made in 1884-85 are stil_l to a great extent outstanding. Most
of these advances were ‘made for new bunds in the Pachid of #he Khosa tribe, and
although endeavours have been made and are being made to recdver them. it has hitherto
been impossible to make much progress. The reason .of this is that innlghis ‘part of the
district as in the Pachid generally the kharif harvest of the last two years has been an
absolute failure, and the people are in such an impoverished coundition that it is Simpossible to
tuke extreme measures against them. These balances will be recovered as soon as there is
a good kharif harvest in this tract. Till then, I am afraid, little can be done. :

* * * * *® *
<

EXTRACTS FROM DEPUTY COMMISSIONER'S KEPORY.
HAZARA DISTRICT.
(S. 8. THORBURN, Esquize.)
»* *

* »* * * L

Fiscal.—1 may here notice that the land revenue assessment in this district appears %o
me to be generally very light, and in some of the richest tracts almost
mg;i:dﬁi:::‘;‘:z‘;?:f a0d - pominal. The value of arable land ranges from about 80 to 8v0 years’
purchase of the revenue. I have now experience as Settlement Officer
or Collector in four out of the six Frontier districts, and Ican safely assert that the circum-
stances of the agricultural classes of this district are incomparably easier than they are inany of
the others. Here they liave, except once or twice’in a deende, in the south of the Haripur tabisil
{);‘a,cticn.l certainty of crops, water, fodder, and fuel at their doors and a very light assessment,
addition, their headmen and their institutions enjoy ‘assessments in the forms of jigirs,
indms, and madfis, amounting to more than one-quarter of the whole lund revenue of the district.
The inhabitants of the Derajat have few of thpse advantages. My experience in the four
districts to which Lallude (and from my knowledge of Kohdt and Peshdwar the remark is
applicable to those districts also) is that the character of the assessments of to-day has largely
depended on the idiosyncracies of the officers who made the carliest summary settlements. In
this district it is a remarkable fact that most of those leading men who reéceived handsome
jégirs or other substantial benefits from Government at or before the regular settlement are
now seriously involved in debt ; of our 31 Provincial Darbéris Mr. Fryer told me that only
five or six were prosperous. Inevery case I believe indebtedness is due to causes within the
debtor’s control, litigation, extravagance, or cavelessness. T amabout to examine into individual
cases and may ask permission to recommend that when a debtor admits his inability to manage
his own estete and applies to be treated as a Ward of Court, his application should be
accepted, if assets carefully nursed for some years will meet liabilities. In @o other way
can we rehabilitate, our leading families. Part of the arrangement would be the ‘educational
training of present incumbents’ sons. ;
o # . ™ * s
There is no income from ma)ikéna, fisheries, gold washing, mines, &e., in this district.
il e Water mills will be noticed further on. 8o far as I know uo practical
a e:‘::‘_’:gt‘xi‘t:mb:‘“d Re- minerologist or ‘geologist, has yet been deputed to the district to
: prospect for minerals. Galena, lignite, peat and ivon are eropping
up in placesand may exist in sufficient quantities to have great commercial value. The
Résh plain, a few miles from Abbottabad, is said to be a peat field with'a foot or two of soil
superposed, Lignite, or * carbonacious mud,” found in seams and pockets about six miles

from Abbottabad has been pmﬁtb%]&') excavated, made into bricks and burnt by Mr. Hewson, .

my Head Clerk, to the amount of 2.000 maunds in the last two wintérs. It is probable %t
%

at a depth below the action of rain purer and more valuable material would be found.” -
v &Y " B : . . “‘ . ]“~ Ry e :,,‘:‘__,._ ‘:‘.‘ : b
. In this district the action of the rivers affect water mills, mostly of whish there are’

: three kinds, flour mills which form the bulk of the mills in this

Alluvion a . district ; rice husking ; eotton cleaning ; worked by water power.
AN AAREITR: ,aro"';hﬁ;pﬁﬁg " 5wat gt b P Al g
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s 80 e 20 flour mills areadaptedtothe ; inding of ;
year dm'in% the summer in tahsfl Haripur, IlﬁqxgxrsnerﬁgS%IeB:.u EOE e e Ehe.,
i One-twentieth of the quantity of wheat and one-thirtieth of: the quantity of barley is
paid for grinding. ~Anna®10 per day and nightave pnid for snuff grinding. :
For #leaning cotton one-twentieth of the cotton seed.
For rice husking one-thirtieth of the rice husked.

s * * , * » 2

Admmwtratzon.fglm resevved forests comprise 151,282 acres. The Deputy
AR onservator of Forests or District Forest Officer is at present outin
i s i oesoopoyy vy canep, butshould his note on this subject come in time it will be inserted.

/ VT I ma} here state generally that the reserved forests are managed
directly by him under the snlpervxsion of, and in constant consultation with, the
Deputy Comm’wswner. Outside these reserves are the village forests divisible into * demar-
cated” (Mahdad4) and “ Guzira.” The former comprise the areas marked off by Mr.” Forrest
in 1883-84. The latter is open, under wholesome restrictions against waste to the villagers
for their own uses. Soon after I took over charge in August 1886, some timber-cutting
and sélling cases occurred which convinced me that in many villages the lambarddrs and
others cut freely from their Guzdra for sale to petty contractors. I punished with examplary -
geverity in one conspicuous case and framed sonte simple tentative rules of my own whix
have since worked satisfactorily, but are about to be revised and improved. Now no villager
cuts timber even in his Guzdra except on written permit from Deputy Commissioner, and all sale
ig prohibited. Regarding extract from last year’s District Report printed at page 51of the Punjab
Revenue Administration Report 1885-86, I trust I may be allowed the opportunity of giving
an opinion when the draft of the proposed new Forest Regulation has been prepared. 1 think
Regulation II of 1879 works very well.

Regarding ghe statement that Mr. Forrest’s demarcation “ remains in abeyance,” 1
swish to explain that although it has not yet been officially sanctioned it is acted upon and
the village communities now generally understand that the demarcations were m:ure solely
in their interests, and that in no other way can an afforested area be preserved to them and their

.descendants.

EXTRACTS FROM DEPUTY COMMISSIONER’S REPORT.

. - KOHAT DISTRICT.
G (R. UDNY, EsqQuire.) WL
* * ¥ - » - .
4 Administration.~—Of the demand of Rs. 2,875 principal and Rs. 785 interest, Rs. 1,900

¢ and Rs. 528, respectively, were recovered, leaving a balance of
Agricultural ndvances.  pg 975 principal and Rs. 256 interest.

These large recoverable balances are principally due to the long continuance of
_drought and a succession of bad seasons.

The advances have generally been made in villages entirely dependent on rain, and
_as there has been very little cultivation for the rabi harvest in such villages, while the
~ price of grain has largely risen the people have become so distressed in their circumstances
.that it has been judged inadvisable to bring any severe pressure to hear upon them for

~payment of their arrears. i
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+  EXTRACTS FROM SETTLEMENT OFFICER'S REPORT.
'NORTH UMBALLA. ¢
(A. KENSINGTON, EsqQuigk.) S
- * * » * : bt "

On completion of measurements the whole establishment was employed in prepara-

’ rigeie Ao tion of the assessment and village note-b?ok returns prescribed by

; Financial Commissioner’s Circular No. 43"of 1886. The preparation

of these returns proved ‘to be more difficult and more laborious than [ had @nticipated. The

method adopted was to make each patwari prepare the details for his own villages, and to

compile for the tahsil by a special staff of selected Munsarims. Before compilation the village

returns were submitted to a very careful check by Munsarims and Deputy Superintendents,

and as no entries were made in tahsil statements, until checked throughout, the final results

may, I believe, be depended on to be as accurate as a compilation can be made. Therq is no

doubt that the training for officials of all grades was excellent, and as the results were brought

out in time for incorporation in the Agricultural Statistics Report, submitted in November,
a good foundation has been laid for the work of future years. :

- * * * * »

There have been scarcely any changes in the stzéri establishment. During the

‘ . earlier stages of the settlement to remove more than one-third
T — oy patwaris as hopelessly inefficient, but during the last two
Iv;em-s there have not been more than 20 changes in all cut of nearly 300 patwéris. They
ave accordingly steadily advanced in efficiency, and on the whole do their work extreme-
l{ well. The new scheme of graded pay has been introduced into all four tahsils during
the year. ; ; ‘

»* * * L » »

The general re-investigation of the maéfis was begnn as soon as the Superintendents
MUnid had leisure to take up this work on completion of the new record.
2 It is estimated that some 5,000 files will have to be prepared. The
work was only started properly in two tahsils during the year, and in those for little over
three months. ; "

By the close of the year 800 files had been prepared and orders passed by me in over
600, and 1 hope to dispose of the great mass of this work during the next four months, The
result will probably be to reduce the number of maéfis by at least three-fifths, and“the work of
the district office will be much simplified in consequence, though care is taken to give existing
holders the beriefit of all interpretations in their favour wherever justified by the precise
rules drawn up by the late Financial Commissioner, Mr. Lyall. Before starting the work a
compilation was made by me of all’the orders on the subject which appeared applicable, and
with this assistance 1 have found that the Superintendents conduct, the investigation very
satisfactorily. :

» »* »* - » *

The partition work of the district has been extremely heayy thronihout the settle-
PRy ment, and is likely to be of much importance for the future also, as
kit there are alarge number of estates in which a considerable portion

of the cultivated areais still recordedas joint property. Many of these cases are extremely
complicated, and I believe that no branch of revenue work has more importance for the -

people, or is more apt to give rise to useless litigation unless carefully watched. I have made
it an almost invariable rule that the actual partition work shall be carried out by the pat-
wiri of the circle, without assistance from so called arbitvators, and though patwéris are
subjected to numerous complaints from the impossibility of pleasing everybody, I believe
that on the whole they do it much better than anybody else. :

» - - o= e, 30 »

As regards my own work I must admit at ouo'; hlthnt I hn.hvo toh l : tgehy in“mbﬁit-_r

ting assessment reports. This is per harc o place to ex-

P e phnsn the difficulties which hve}:etoom my -wyay,.anpti I can only
hope that the delay will not really prove to be time lost in the end., During the

inspected 553 villages, making a total of 1,218 out of 1,393 in the four ta

-

addition to my own, and as it was unfortunately nely heavy at the

which might have been devoted to either inspection of nl? or writing of re

Unless, however, anything unforeseen occurs I still have hopes of clearing of
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The formal adjustment of tenants’ rents is impossible till the new Act is passed, but
owing to the cordial ¢o-opegation of the Deputy Commissioner, acting as President of the
Court of Wg.rds, I have been a:ble practically to settle the cases of occupancy tenants belong-
ing to the villuges df the Kunjpfira estate.  In many Khailsa villages the landlords agreed
to take in future the revenue and cesses plus Rs. 12-8 per cent. malikdna, which is very much
what they have hitherto received. Where the parties could come to no agreement, the old

.rent (if it was-a lamp sum) was entered in the bachh papers. ‘Where rents have been re-ad-
justed, 1 do not think that the passing of the new Act will be followed, ‘for a considerable
time atgleast, by any attempt to disturb existing arrangements. The landlords, as a class, did
nqt anticipate any enhancement of rent rates as a result of re-settlement. In the numerous
cases in which I had attached village maafis from the date of the introduction of the mew
assessment, the owners were given an opportunity, of which they frequently availed them-
selves, of continuing the grant themselves by excluding the land from the bachh.

* * * * * » »*

In many villages the people have agreed to the entry of a condition excluding a cer-
tain portion of their waste from partition, and reserving it for grazing. 1 originally intend-
ed to demarcate the land, but the Superintendent represented to me that, to attempt to do

. so, would ruise many disputes. But even without demarcation, the fact that a reserve is
expressly provided for, will be a check on reckless division, and will strengthen the hands of
the Revenue officer in dealing with partition suits. 1 have already had a case in which &
claim for division of waste was met by the objection that the drea was reserved by a clause
in the administration paper.

* L * - »* *

As regards future work, I hope to submit the Jagddhri report in September, and
that for Kdithal in December, and I trust to complete the settlement abont October 1888.

* . * * * » *

The excuse of the Superintendents is their anxiety to complete the measurements.,
* * * * " »’

t

As regards the large pending file of revenue judieial appeals, I have purposely put theseé
cases off t.ille%’xe hot weofher. It is impossible to do the work of an appellate conrt properly
* when the greater part of one’s day is occupied in inspecting villages.

* % » T, » .

bl . The patwéris. are now generally efficient, those of Indri'will be handed over to
the district at the close of the present quarter. :

#* » »* * * L

There were 24 Hindi writing patwiris at the close of the year, as compared with 41
at the beginning. Nine have learned to write Urdu, six have been dismissed, one has re-
signed, audoné%am died. - Only one patwéri in 13 is now a Hind{ writer, and this proportion
will be greatly reduced as a number of patwéris have been given leave for the purpose of
leatning Urdu; and if they fail to make good use of the opportunity, will be dismissed.

o * * * " -

EXTRACTS FROM SETTLEMENT 'OFFICER’S REPORT.

FEROZEPORE.

(E. B. FRANCIS, Hsqumz.)’ 4
s S ehe i R » *

i “bave nab‘:tgm' “on quite so ﬁt-aal was expected. It:wujf?ou;:cl
m%h give np some of the speed (such as it was) which

R MW d in order to getmore accuracy. But we bave
Jdoh £uu 267,982 acres dnrg%g:ho ymr,_iyhigh_?.xq‘mgly,dggb;g:._:‘
1885-86. The average is about 1,200 acres per chain, and as the pat-
‘on the whole more than 10Q,days in the year to devote to measure-
st 'so very -Jow. * The abolition o dh':m“&ghti\w}.begtmamﬁu
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Yira and Moga have now comie up to Ferozepore in this respdet, aud considerably on]‘ptripped
thaf tahsil in respect of the number of fields measured. The average size of fields is 3 acres
in Ferozepore and only 14 acres in the two other tahsils. This is due to Ferozepore con-
taining on the one hand zamindéri villages in the Bet, and on thé other layge fields in the
sandy Mahréj Circle, and in the lower Rohi, whilein the other two tahsils both®Robi and
Bet are generally minutely divided by Bhaidchdra communities.

* * »* * * ‘ *

Of the men under training who were mentioned in para.‘18 of my report of last
: : year the two Naib-Tahsilddrs, Amir—ucr-din and Udbam Singh, have
mgfg::'i’nin;f‘d" settle: 1n the ordinary course gone back to their districts, and in their
' laces I have Asadulla Khan of the Kanfra distric{‘ and Dalip Singh
of Dera Ismail Khan., F have not yet seen anything of the new men. Of the Naib-Tahsildfr
candidates, Barkat Ali and Najim-ud-din have received Kdaningoships in Hoshidrpur and the’
latter has since come back to the distriet as Naib-Tahsilddr of Ferozepore. Bogha Réim,
Sohan Lil and Dhani Rim remain and are serving . regularly as Munsarims. The last
named has acted temporarily as Naib-Tahsilddir in the Jullundur district. Hak Nawdiz
Khan of Ferozepore, Muhammad Nawéz Khan of Dera Ismail Khan, Ujjal Singhof ¢ . . .
and Rédm Das of Kangra have since joined. Muohammad Nawdz Khan has learnt enough
to be put in charge of a Munsarim’s circle, the others are new as yet. Rédm Dis has come for
six months only. He has done some measurements and is learning other work.

Among candidates for Kantingoships Sundar Dis is still here and is working satis-
factorily as a Mungarim, Rudar Singh of Kéngra, whose name seems to have been omitted
in the former report.is a useful hand and has acted as Munsarim for a long time. The new
comers are Siddhu Rdm of Kdngra, Thakar Das of Hoshiarpur, Amar Singh and Karim
Balkhsh both of the same district, and Ikbdl-ud-din of Jullum{)ur. The two former men have
learnt, their work and Sidhn Rém has acted as Munsavim.. The others are |parning.

Durinf the year 81* patwirie have been dismissed, and 6
have resigned.

I have now only 7 Hindi patwéris left and there will be none to make over to the
Deputy Commissioner when we leave the district as the rémaining men will all be shortly
superseded by their sons or other relatives. I have just at present 28 assistant patwiris.
This is more than there ought to be, but as I am very anxious to secure well educated candi-
dates when they present themselves and as they will not wait about without pay, I have been
induced to tuke on a few extra men. They will soon be absorbed. 1 have no less than 117
oandida}tes on my list ; but it is not easy to find amongst them a lad who will make a good
patwari.

Patwaris.

»* * L . Ed *.,

Lila Shiv Nardin, successful candidate, for the post of Extra Assistant Commissioner,
Aporontice Mansarime. &o, Joined this settlement for training on 1st FebPuary 1887. Mr. T. C,
pprentice Hunsarime, & Chandu L&l having left on 3rd January last, Léla Shiv Naréin has
‘measured part of a village and isgoing on to supervising duty. Mr. A. Williams, Assis-
tant Commissioner, joined this settlement on 10th December 1886. He accompanied, me
for about two months in camp, inspecting measurement work and for the remainder of his
time worked independently. I have just received and forwarded his diaries. He has now
‘been ordered to Murree.
» » * »* , * -
I have now compared a considerable number of the distances derived from my
i measurements between one survey station and another with the
‘g":m‘fqmw‘ result stated by the Survey Department, and find that there is bardly
" anywhere any perceptible difference.

& o * . L -

EXTRACTS FROM SETTLEMENT OFFICER'S REPORT.

.

GURDASPUR.

o : (R. M. DANE, Bequrg.) i

' ~ Ihave the honour to submit the Annual ss  Report and Business Returns
d&hww@mmﬁ-ﬂmm?m.;:;«-*'f R
_ 2. A very considerablo amount of revenue work, jadicial ‘uud executive, has been.
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Act, and the remainder were mostly suits by tanants for the atublialn;unt of oec vy right
or suits under Section 25 of thg T;inano Act to contest liability to ejoctmefnt. u%an;gwﬂgui:;
for enhar®ement of ren', wer instituted during the year, but it is sur rising how few land-
,

lords avail themselves of the enhancement provisions of the present Tenancy Act. - ’
*. A £ ) »* * * -
The ®executive revenne work is not, however, in so satisfactory a state, and 113

cuegv were pending at the commencement of the year and 1,666 new cases were instituted
making a gréhd total OF 1,779 cases. Of these, 1,217 cases have been decided and 562 arc;

.

pending. &
. »® * " » - .
; The 1,217 decided cases represent a great deal of work. Of the 1,217, 628 ave parti-
tions. . ¥
o4 i » » * * » » L

The partition work in Shakargarh threatens to swamp the Settlement establishe
ment altogether. The zemindars in Shakargarh have a widespread beliel that it is one
of the special functions of the Settlement establishment to partition their common lands, and
a very large number of applications have been recently submitted for partition of viilugé
shaml®. In many cases the real question at issue is, whether the area comprised in the
maafi assigned to the chief lambardér is liable to partition, and an authoritative ruling
upon this point at an early date is mach required. A skamlat partition case oceupies a
patwari off and on sometimes for months.

» * * * »* » i

I think I may say that good progress has been made during the year with field
work, though the principles upon which this Settlement has been conducted render difficult
a- comparison between the results attained and the work turned out in other Nettlements
during a similar period.

.

Hitherto, even in rovised settlements, the first step taken towards correction of the
village records has been a remeasurement, and all ‘attestation of changes of proprietar
and occupancy right has been deferred till the completion of the measurement. In this
district, under the orders of the Financial Commissioner, the procedure hitherto followed
has been exactly reversed. The revision of the records was begun by attestation, and
measurement work was not commenced umtil attestation was completed. The actual busi-
ness of the settlement commenced, after completion of the education and training of the
establishment, with the rabi girddwari in March 1886. An enormous number of mutations
were discovered in the course of this girddwari, and were entered up and attested in the
mutation registers. The pedigree tables of all villages in the district were at the same
time revised and corrected, and an additional check was thereby maintained upen the
correctness and completeness of the attestation. Altogether, mutations weresattested in
136,000 holdings, and of these more than 74,000 represented actual transfers of property hy
gift, mortgage, sale or inheritance, to say nothing of changes due to the return of absentees

» or the temporary abandonment of holdings by proprietors iu overcrowded villages, The
correction nP the pedigree tables, and the preparation and attestation of the mutation regis.
ters occupied the patwiris and the whole settlement gstablishment throughout the hot
weather, frdm April to July. In July, August and September the patwéris were collected at
the tuhsils, and detailed jamdbandis were prepared incorporating the.mutations attested.
The jamdabandis thus prepared are records of right complete in all particulars except as
regards accuracy of measurement of specified areas, and their completion within three
months, with all the statistics and returns required to accompany the Agricultural Statisties
Report, was a work of great labour. On completion of the jamdbandis the patwéiris were
employed upon the kharif girdawari, and in November they were mostly engaged in making

- rough copies of the jamdbandis for their own use.

In December square measurement. was commenced all over the district, and
though the gutturn of work was somewhat small in quantity, owing to the natural difficulties
wmi presented themselves, In many parts of the district, the measurements were made with,

“in the majority of instances, surprising accuracy. . 1 generally checked the work by chaining
a diuo??mnzthmé or four square diagonals, and in level ground an error exceeding two
or three feet in the mile was certainly the exception rather thun the rule. In broken or hilly.
round, orin thickly wooded villages, such accuracy as this was of course impossible, but
| that if a patwiri be given a good chain and good straight bamboo flags, snd be made to
| 'oﬁtﬁaﬂy'm ie stand, and to keep his buwboos straight, there is little or no fear
square, work going wrong. The chainmen themselves align the squares by dressing
g8 (provided that ¢ bcmioou"ar'eitfﬁig‘ht) with such accuracy, that chaining is almost
sy, and the system is one that appeals to the meanest intellect. In all 26,143
| hly an area of 553,600 acres, were Jaid out upon the ground. Work was
ip January by damp wet weather, which lasted for a full fortnight,
the

ct m” Bumﬂut it is almost impossible for the patwiri to b
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ﬂ-im"'to field measurements. This is a difficklt and very important operation, which takes

nsiderable time, and should be treated, 1 think, as acseparate stage of o?cmﬁon,vild
given a place in return No. VI.  In March the patwéris and settlement establisiinent were
once more employed upon girdawiri and attestation work, and the majority of the patwéris
are now so thoronghly trained in this work, that they were abld@not only to complete their
fiell to field inspection during the month, but also to write up in the mutftion cregisters all
mutations discovered npon the ground, and a large number of mutations were attested and
disposed of during the month by the Deputy Superintendents. : ¢

«

. Special attention was devoted to measnrement work ¢én riverain villages, and
1 hope that the measurement of nearly all these villages in the district will be completed
before the rains. My object in hurrying on this particular brmneh of the work was to
seenre a foundation upon which changes in village nreas, due fo®iiver action, may be clearly
and intelligently recorded during the progress of settlement opevatiaas, and a workable
gystem devised for use after the settlement establishment has been withdraswn, The
1865 shdjrds have become totully obsolete in many of these riverain villages, and the so-
called annual papers in the great majority of villages were unintelligble to any one but
the patwari who prepared them. The di-alluvinl work in this district is especially heavy,
and the subject occupied much of my time during the cold weather. T have, however,
already referred to the subject in the Annual Revenue Repott, '

The extent to which re-messurement is to be undertaken in the district has
formed the subject of much correspondence, and a scheme for correcting the old shdjrdhs,
and transferring them to square ruled mupping sheets has been elaborated by the Financial
Commissioner. It is too early yet to say whether the plan will work, but the Financial
Qommissioner miy rely upon my doing my best to carry ount his wishes in the matter.
Maups corrected in this way will not be as reliable as new maps made after re-measurement,
but if it can be shown that the old maps can be so eorrected in shorter time than
new ones can be made, it will be a great thing both for Government and the people. The
zamindars profess themselves perfectly satisfied with the present mt{-s, and have the
greatest aversion to re-measurement, while any scheme that will shorten the duration of the
settlement operations, and thereby reduce ekpenditure and free the establishment for
employment elsewhere cannot fail to bé acceptable to Government.

It will be seen, therefore, from the above account of the operations during the
year, that introduction of the settlement has not been allowed to interfere with the ordinary
district administration. in fact everything bas been done that, under the new patwéri and
kéandngo rules is required in a district not under settlement, and the extraordinary work
such as measurement and mapping necessitated by the settlement, has been earried on dur-
ing the intervals of leisure which the patwaris can find from their ordinary work.. All the
workedone has been done by patwéris, only a sufficient number of assisiants having been
employed ¥a each tahsil to fill temporary and permanent vacancies among the patwari stuff.
Qf the Rs. 25,000 provided in the budget for unsanctioned establishment, Rs 11,878-0-7 have
been paid awny to make up deficiencies in the Patwari Fund, and to meet patwiris’ salaries,
and 1 have steadily endeavoured throughout the year to improve the standard of efficien ‘
of the patwari staff. To attain this result, I have, of course, been obliged to dismiss :ﬁ
patwéiris physically or' mentally ircapable of performing their daties in person, but gratni-
ties have been allowed to all desgrving wen of lom standing, and I am glad to suy that
my- orders have in very few instances formed the subject of appeal. Ai ;

The careful revision of patwiris’ cireles, which was effected in the spring or smnmer
of 1886, has 1 ‘think, contributed materially to any small measure of success which the
settlement operations may be held to have attained. The essence of success in complying
with the 1-e¢luisitions of the mew patwéri and kintngo rules, is that the burden must be
equilly distributed, and in this district I found on arrival that many of the patwaris’ cireles
were quite unworkable, while many were so small that the patwéri had nothing to do. ik

It would be out of 'place here to indulge in any len comparison of the
‘merits of the new system upon which this -Sattllg'mnnt has ‘beeg&.wyorkrd with the system
‘itherto followed. The advantage to the Bettlement Officer of commencing his viflage

“inspections with a veally accurate jamdbandi ing- the exact condition ot the will

‘at the time of inspection, and with accurate returns of the crops for four or five seasons is.
“sutliciently obvious, and the patwaris, on the departure of the settlement establishment,
'will find their ordinary district wark to be mere ehild’s play. On ‘the other hand, the -
doss of time occasioned by the constant change of employment is great, and allowing two
amdbandis, thmm*,x ;
‘ 'I,i:' /

‘seven months of the year to do what was formerly ‘done t th
‘therefore that the settlement operations will be likely to tak
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ates on the ﬁ{hﬂy assessed villages, and by a resumption of assignments for which the;

is no sufficient justification. The amount wasted i : g R R thm._
Bacdlire ¥ the Alutriot, slone s Egnsiderable, T madfis and indms to the head lam-

, P qxpeﬁmqn&ehave been made now in three harvests, but I confess that I am
at present ispoged to my assessment proposals more upon the ascertained rents paid
during a Series of years, than upon any estimates of actual outturn. There are in this
district 27,083 holdings of tenants, with a total area of 89,502 acres paying rents in cash,
so that, in a Very large number of villages, cash rents will form a fair basis of assessmens.

' * oyt 4 * * * - 2

- Of the Tahsildars, Munshi Bindraban, officiating Tahsfldér of Shakargarh, worked
bard and took an interest¥in the settlement work of the circle allotted to him. He was
a good revenue officer, and his transfer to Amritsar was, I think, a loss to the district.

Munshi Mf;nnu Lal, Tahsildar of Gurddspur, is also'a good revenue officor, but
his work has been hampered and interfered with, as he has frequently been appointed to
officiate as Extra Assistant Commissioner. :

Ramji Das, Tahsildér of Batéla, I think does his best to comply with the orders of
the F’ma.ncia.[ Commissioner, and look after a portion of the settlement work, and I have

go doubt that the training will be of advantage to him. Heis not, however, in my opinion,
a good revenue officer, as his early training as treasury clerk is aguinst him,

Mr. Lewrs at Pathénkot neglected his settlement work altoéether dm'in.g the first
half of the year, but he has improved since the Financial Commissioner’s visit to Pathénkot
in November 1886. ‘ ; .

Of the Naib-Tahsildérs, Nabi Ali at Shakargarh is the only one who has done at all
well. J

Dina NatR®, the late Naib-Tahsilddr at Batéla, was indolent and maintained no
control over his subordinates. d

Baisakha Singh at Gurdéspur has no heart in his revenue work, and Bhagwdin
Singh is notoricusly inefficient, so much so that I have not yet placed him in charge of
any settlement circle.

oii, » » » » -




y A ) ‘.
¥ . l X . .. :
4 'I s.» .“‘"’ ‘ APP E N D l x A. il . b X . .
‘ Wikl . { BTk o) T ¢ ¥ 3

Ko, 260, dated Lahore, 10th August 1887, from E. P, Huxomsx, Baqaire, .5, Gorors t Advocate, Panjab,
v A '?0, AL - to the Junior Soo::::ry toj‘in:::iul Co':u:i'oqlionorf ;"unjub. i Ny
; T mave the hox.lo_u‘ to submit the usual Annual Report of the Civil business transact-

i e pth - ed®by this office for the official year 1886-87, together with the
Annaal Repert for 1880-87: " wsual appendices A and B. o e

. 2. The oﬁce of Gd‘vqmmbnt Advocate was held by Mr. W. H. Rattigan, Barristor-

] ) at-Law, for the first nine months and three days of the year under

Snameieein of sice. report during my absence on furlough, and by myself during

the remaining period of the year. The office of Junior Government Advocate was held by
‘Mr., Lewis thronghout the year. - y

.8. Appendi{ A annexed to this report forms the usual detailed abstiact r;f cases and

A dix A. uestions forwarded to this office for opinion during the year, and
. s ong the usual comparative tabular statement of references during the
Opinions. past siw years is hereto sub-joined :—
Comparative statement of References disposed of during the siw years 1881-82 to 1886-87.
. £y S . 1 g 8 3:0 - 8
No. Name of DEPARTMENT. 2% : g
B1S 18
L — Ll - n: -
1 | Govetnment, Panjab, Civil Department 27| 41 6| 79| 92! 81,
2 Do. do.  Military Department ®; 1 1 4 ian
3 Do. do. Public Works Department .., 15 8 11 6 16 3
ok Do. do. lrrigation Department 2 144 56 11 78 | 108 62
5 | Pinanecial Commissioner k 20 48| 38| 48 37 28
6 | Indus Valley State Railway ... 7 8.k e ¥ B
% | Panjab Northern State Railway 1 6 4 11 - L ik
8 | Rewari-Ferozepore State Railway ... ) ST
9 | North-Western Railway ) lg | 26
10 | Consulting Engineer, Lahore ... 9= i R}
11 | Conservator of Forests, Punjab ... 5 7 12
12 | T -Gevneral of Police, Punjab 2 7 b - O
13 nlg::/or do. Prisons, Punjab " 6 2 8 4 7
a4 Do. do. Registration, Punjab ... i i : vy
15 | Direotor gf Public Instructivn, Punjab } B - s
16 | Acconntant General, Punjab .., g - 4
17 | Deputy Commissioner of Paper Currency, Punjab B e i
18 | Post r General, Punjab ... " o e L [ o :
® 19 | Registrar, Joint Stock Companies, Punjab... : s -
20 | Sanitary Commissioner, Punjab ... ¢ 18 11 15 18 > ...8
- 21 | Miscellaneous ... o 3 o » Rl bl
r = i Total .. .. | 287 | 189 | 181 | 256 | 808 | 227

: is thus a sharp decrease in the reference work as compa:red with that of
reviou:.ye?xj:rz;eciull in thg number of Irrigation Department opinions, These are,
wever, of a ;imple kind as a vule, and the diminutnc_m of. ivil Department and Fipancial
Qummiis’ionar's veferences, though small by comparison in numbers, really represent the
most important decrease. I attribute this in part to the fact.that the‘re. have been fewer im-
portant and complicated new Acts to work, such as the Punjab Municipal Act 1884. [ am
at the same time disposed to anticipate that the decrease of references is only temporary.

o i i i rticulars of the original suits to which Government was a party.
»5 Tﬂp;retnm B""i?l:e.};:“?:re gﬁm of thgese cases, or three more than thgre were
F‘ A in the previots year, 1885-86. I shall now proceed, according to the -

unl Suits.  nsual practice, fo give a short statement of the facts of each case. -

et U Gait iven in para. 19 of the report for the year 1883-84.
*"’”“’d%’: c:::g;“tﬁf'gé‘n& its disgoml n‘rl;ostated in para. 9.of the
m&ﬂm ' yeport for 1884-85, and in para. 7 of last year’s report. It was at -
300, 'ﬁmodéeidéd on @e 21st April 1886, when the Distriet Judges of
G!l the set-off claimed for the defendant, and gave plaintiff, a decree for
rithout costs. ' stated in my P“dm”'ﬁ?‘ R
s : ; inancial Commi "“”% and '.iﬁh
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Sodhi Sher Singh, v. Secretary of , 7. The circumstances out of which this éase arose
SMO. Claim, Rs. 453-11-5. “are as follows 1—- ¥ 7

3 | ¢ :

« - The Tahsil Treasury in Lahore was abolished in 1869. The Tahsildérs then (though
it was irregular) opened a& banking account with one Gobind Rém, a private banker, which .
led to a part of the tahsil funds always being in his custody. In @ctober 1888 Gobind Rém

Jbecame bankrupt. His books showed Rs. 4,590-7-9 as due by himron accoulit of tahsil
- funds.  For this améunt the Deputy Commissioner of Liahore at once obtained a conveyance
of his immoveable property, he however remaining liable for any deficiency, infcase the sale
proceeds of the property did not cover thé whole amount. The agle of t‘l’:e property, after
paying off certain mortgages, realised ouly Rs. 8,486, which wasduly applied towards the
adjustment of bond ({ide Government claims. It afterwards appeared that the sum of
Rs. 4,590-7-9 included an item of Rs. 453-11-6 belonging to thﬁeblaintiﬂ'. :

Sodhi Sher Singh is a jdgirddr and one-half of the revenue of {nouza Her, tahsil
Lahore, is assigned to him. For some years (probably from 1878 as stated by him), his share
of the land revenue of this moaza, was according to a private arrangement with the lambar-
dirs of the mouza, and with the sanction of some of the tahsil officers, paid into the hands of
Gobind Rdim, from whom he received payment according as it suited his convenience. The
Rs. 453-11-6 were accordingly paid to Gobind Ram by the Lambardérs of the mquza in
Aungust 1883 on aceount of the rabi of 1883. ;

Sodhi Sher Singh asserted that the Government was liable to make good to him the
Rs. 453-11-6 ; first because the arrangement according to which the money was made over to
Gobind Ram was sanctioned by competént authority, and secondly becanse the amount was
included in the sum for which the Deputy Commissioner obtained a conveyance from Gobind
Rém. The Revenne authorities, including His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, after
careful enquiry, refused to admit his claim, on the grounds (1) that the arrangement spoken
of was not sanctioned by the Députy Commissioner as required by Rule 4 of the Rules made
under Section 42 of the Land Revenue Act, and (2) that, as a matter of fact, the sale proceeds
of Gobind Ram's property had not left any balance from which his claim ©6uld be paid.

Sodhi Sher Singh then served a notice nuder Section 424, Uivil Procedure Code, in

March 1884, and bronght the present suitin November 1885. It was originally instituted

in the court of an Extra Assistant Commissioner of the Lahore district, but in June 1886

the plaint was returned to be presented in the Lahore Smull Cause Court. The suit was

* defended on the grounds above indicated, and was dismissed with costs by the Judge of the
Lahore Small Cause Court on the 22nd October 1886.

Mr. Lewis defended the suit, and Léla Shib Dés, Pleader, Chief Court, appeared for
the plaintiff.
« The case was put into theh ands of this office in April 1886.

8. This was a suit to recover the price of kankar alleged to have beén supplied to
Sdbias 1) The § the Public Works Department for Railway purposes, at the Hissér
m.y“:; e (1) The Secro- - Gtation, between the dates of 1st February and 20th June 1883, A
Council, (2) Gul Khan. number of contractors were employed at this station for supplying
Claim Rs. 2,200. kankar, angd plaintiff and defendant Gul Khan were among them. The
plaintiff stated that Mr Mayes, an Overseer, had given him an order for
65,500 cubic feet of kankar at Rs. 4-8-0 per 100 cubic feet: that he had complied
with this order in full, but that he had been paid only Rs. 900, and that, therefore,
Rs. 2,272-8-0 (it should be Rs. 2,047-8-0) remained due to him., He further stated
that Mr. Mayes had collusively prepared a bill in favour of Gul' Khan for the
amount which was really due to him. Finding that the Railway authorities repudiated his
claim, he served notices of action on Mr. Dumayne, the Executive Engineer (since dead)
and Mr. Mayes the Overseer, and then in October 1883 instituted this suit for Rs. 2,200
only, in the court of Sirdar Alumgir, Bxtra Assistant Commissioner, Hissir. For the
~reasons stated above, he impleaded Gul Khan also. ¢

Tt may be mentioned here that the plaintiff had never served a notice on 'the
Becretary of State in the manner prescribed in Section 424, Civil Procedure Code, but no
reference was made to this omigsion in the Extra Assistant Commissioner’s court. The
Extra Assistant Commissioner, further ignoring the provisions of Section 419, Civil Proce-
dure Code, served a summons on Mr. Dumayne the Executive -Engéne,_w (and not the
Deputy Commissioner, Hissdr,) as agent of Government, and proceeded with the trial of

" the suit, in which eventua J (an 16th July 1884) a decree was given against the
defendants for Rs. 2,025, (that is Rs. 25 more than the umongtdﬁmoﬁ) and costs

" The Railway authorities d ‘on bebalf of the Secretary of State 46 the Divk *
ma«mgwmwmr_ j~ 1885, | the proceedings of the court of

) of the court
M:Mmu
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: 5&?“1”‘&”""9‘!@“’“} by Bection 424, Givil Procedure Code, l:a'd been served by the
;m‘m. 'v.

¥ S N i ’
s 9.’ 'l’imfmhm! this case are reported at length in para. 10 of the last yedr’s
 Bultan Buksb andothers JgPOTE i
:&lvrﬂl)nm‘ oy of e _ The order ‘of dismissal under Section 102 of the Civil Pro-
(2) Revd. Mr. Weitbrecht, C09ure Codo was, on the plaintifPs application, set aside by the

S ‘8 Extra Assistant Commissioner on the 1st July 1886, but the

phmt"vm"oventnollprejqoted ou 3rd August 1886, on the ground that it was defective,
and also because the natice served by the plaintiffs on the Secrefary of State did not fully
comply with the requirements of Section 424, Civil Procedure Code.

© Mr. Lewis defendgd the sunit. Cost ! i inti
B oo togovernmunt-. s decreed against the plaintiffs have been

~ 10. The facts and the history of the case are given in paras. 21 and 31 of the

Chowdri Sher Bingh, Feport _for 188485, and })a.ms. 22 and 21 of the veport for the last
Phim}iﬂ, o ) Ss;o‘ro&:y :]f and this year respectively. ;

IDEIelfieEn;;t. &;‘; Be. 200, The Judge of the Riwalpindi Smal Cause Court, after

AT obtaining a ruling of the Chief Court (under Section 617, Civil Pro-
dare Code) on certain law points, decided the case on 31st January 1887, dismissing the
plaintiff’s claim with costs.

Mr. Beechey appeared for the plaintiff, and Mr. Lewis for defend.

11. This case is described at para. 15h of 1u.sbhyenr’s report. The plaintiffs were °
A% minors, and one Nihél Singh acte! as their sguardian, havin
K“l&:{i "éh.f,’,‘;:;““:, ::?, obtained certificates under both Act XL of 1858 gnd Act XXVI%
Secretary of State for of 1860. 'On 10th July 1886 instructions were received from the
i““:’ ’ﬁsf,”"r’“‘- Claim . Commissariat Department, through the Financial Commissioner, to
e o i offer the plaintiffs Rs. 47,479-8-2 in full satisfaction of all claims
against Government. The plaintiffs’ gnardian agreed to accegt this sum in foll of all
demands, and the compromise was sanctioned and aceepted by the District Judge, Lahore,
on the 12th August 1886. The money was then paid into *Court, and Nibal Singh’s
receipt obtained.

Mr. Lewis appeared for the defence, and Lila Lal Chand for the plaintiffs’ guardian.

12. This suit was never regularly placed in the hands of the Government Advocate,

Tahel Sing and others, NOT Was his opinion taken. The facts out of which the claim arose

v. the Becretary of State 80 {ar as they are known to this office, will be fonnd in para. 14 of

for India in Oouncil. . last year’s report. With the Financial Commissioner’s permission,

the Deputy Commissioner of Jullundur afterwards arranged a compromise with the splain-

tiffs and the suit was accordingly disposed of by the Subordinate Judge of Jallundur. on
31st August 1856, The terms of the compromise were the following : — -

(1). That, out of the 53 acres of land claimed, 14 acres and .2 _roods, from ‘which
kunkar bad been excavated, should be made over absolutely to the plaintiffs as proprietors ;

(2). Thatthe balance of 28 acres and 2 roods should remain recorded as the -
property of Government, which was to have the right of excavating kunkar from any part
of it ; but that the plaintiffs were to have permission to cultivate the portion not required
for excavation at the annual rent of Rs. 12 during the continuance of the present settlement ;
and (8) that the plaintifis were to bear all costs.

N v. the Secy. of , 13. The circumstances out of which this case arose are
B_ba%e',o;‘ India in Council. * oo f1lowe. ;

About fifty years égo, when the buildings of an outlying Government Cattle Farm
~ known as the ““ Sally Farm” were being constracted at Hissr, 1t was found necessary to
_import skilled labourers for the purpose ; who having no other place to live in were allowed

to ¢ ande y temporary hats on land belonging to the farm. Amongst these was a
name Natha, tﬁe grandfather of Nanga, the plaintiff in this case. On completion
 buildings, these men, it appears, were employed from time to time on carrying

v ghe]g:rm, and so were left in undisturbed possession of their huts an the

It the huts stood. In 1885, soon after the Superintendent of the an-mi who
of their tenure, left, some of these labourers commenced to build larger.
~under the plea of repairing their former temporary mud  structures.
‘these, but the present Superintendent of the Cattle Farm, coming to
at of the new structures was to obfain permanent possession of the laild,

’s building. Therenpon Nanga brought an action st the Superintendent
s Farm it failed, as he had given no notice of action to the Superintendent

Code. The Extra Assistant Commissioner,
jint, roturned it to the plaintif.
' e, and amending the mxm
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' N has serveci fresh noﬁoe on the Secretary of State, but no‘ fresh mtrhu yet
, been bmm ‘ e / gy

e 14. The circumstnces out of which this case ar’ore need only be refem% to nr{
The Manicinal Commit- Priefly here, as they are described in detail in para. 2 of the Punjab

tee of Hochia’srgnr v Hamir Government Resolution No, 149—1, datdl 31st ft{arch 1887, and

Chand. ~ published in Part T A of the Punjab Gazette for 5th May"1837.

; One Hanifr Chand, Sud of Hoshidrpur, appropriated, for the purpose of a shiwila
(Hindu temple) which he had built, a public well and a part of the adfoining public street.
On the matter being brought to the notice of the Municipal Commjitiee, a majority, consist-
ing of Hindu members, resolved that Hamir Chand be allowed to retain his unlawfal
appropriations. Eventually the Local Governmient had to inter{ere, and ‘it was then that
the Committee resolved upon bringing this suit against Hemir Chand for the specific
removal of the obstructions erected by him and for injunction to restrain Kim from repeating
his illegal action. ey

The suit was instituted in April 1886, and was decided on 12th November 1886.
After a patient and protracted emTliry Sheikh Ghuldm Mohammed, Officiating Extra
Assistant Commissioner, decreed the plaintiffs’ claim with costs. "

i o6 ’
The conduct of the snit was undertaken by this office under the orders of the Local

Government, and was carried through by Mr. Lewis, the Officiating Junior Government

Advocate. Messrs, Spencer, Devi Dyél and Thakur Dds appeared for the defence.

15. The facts of this case are as follows :—The plaintiff obtained a contract from the
Utter Singh ». Cowmis- Commissariat Department for supplying bran at Rs. 1-11 per
sary General-in-Chief. mannd, from 6th July 1882 to 80th June 1883, for the use of
Government horses at Umballa, and deposited Rs. 1,000 in two Government Promissor
Notes as security for due performance of the contract. On 19th May 1883 the plaintiff’s
contract was set aside, on the ground that he had committed five defap]ts within thirty
consecutive days, and his security deposit was declared forfeited to Government under the
terms of the contract deed. Three years after, the plaintiff bronght this suit, stating that
he had not committed the five defaults charged against him, and sued to recover :—

(1) his security deposit e Is. 1,000 0 O
(2) interest thereon at 6 per cent. perannum... , 180 0 0
and (3) as damages for breach of contract ... , 1,082 0 0

Total Re. ... 2,212 0 0

Mr. Lewis appeared for the defence, and the plaint was rejected, on the ground that
no preper notice had been served on the defendant. It was further patent that the
Commissary Greneral-in-Chief should not have been sued, as he only acted as the agent of
Government, and that the Secretary of State for India in Council was the proper.defendant.

Mr. Miller appeared for the plaintiff.

16. This case is referred to in paras. 17 and 20 respectively of the two _l#st Annual
Jai’ Rém v. Gurmukh Reports ; but as one of the issues involved in'it was of considerable
Singh. Claim Rs. 5,286-8-0. jmportance, n more detailed account of it may be useful.

The suit was instituted in January 1884, and was for a refund of tolls collected
from the plaintiff by the defendant, as lessee of tolls on the Rawalpindi and Murree
Road during the period extending from 16th January 1881 to 24th March 1882. A toll-
bar was established on this road near Chhattar, by Punjab Government Notification No. 167
of 5th May 1865, which puarported to be made under the powers vested in the Local
Government by Act VIII of 1851, and Government of India, Public Works Department .
No. 163 of 27th July 1860. This Notification of the Punjab Government was in force at the
time the tolls in question were levied, but it was contended for the plaintiff, that this
Notification bad not effected a valid extension of Act VILI of 1851 to the Rawalpindi disgrict
(the plaintiff should have said the Réwalpindi and Muarree Road), and that, tgerefnraﬁ,,the
defendant had no lawful authority to levy the tolls which he must refund. ' Act VIII of
1851, as its Section 2 shows, did not originally apply to the Punjab. Its provisions were
extended to this province by Government of India, §ublid,,Works Department No. 4035 of
21st August 1857 and No. 163 of 27th July 1860, and these orders of the Government of
India, by virtue of Section 25 of the Indian Councils Act, 1861, have been taken to have
effected a valid extension of the Act to this Province, (see Barkley’s Non-Regulation Law,
page 380), but the plaintifi’s counsel argued against this being so.

: It may furthermore be mentioned, that power of extending to :
1851, alons by ilaclf, csased from the dato of e passing of Apt K
oli % and applies to the whe
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Ju Rém’s el#im was first dighissed in foto on 80th Arril 1885 by Myr. Hughes, the
then Distritt Judge of Riwalpindi. He heldsthat, as the tolls were levied in pursnance of

an enactment alleged to be inyforce, the claim for their refund, not bavin n brought |

within 90®days, was barred by limitation under Article 2, Schedule IT of the Limitation Agt,
* 1877. For the purposes of this articie of the Limitation Aet, Mr. Hughes considered it
unnecessary to decide whagher Act VIII of 1851 was or was not in force at the time in the
Réiwalpindiadistr¥ot.

Th:ﬂaintiﬂ' appealed from this order to the Chief Court, the learned Judges of which,
by their order, dated ghe 12th May 1886 (see No. 105 P. R. 1856), remanded the case for a
re-trial. They ruled thyt the defendant, before he could take refuge under article 2,
Schedale II of the Limit®tion Act, must show that the enactment under which he acted,
viz., -Act VIII of 1851, * was in force at the time and place when and where the acts
complained of were done.”

“The re-tria! took place before Mr. G. C. Walker, who disposed of the case bya
judgment passed on the Tth February last. He held that Aet VIII of 1851 was not in
%oroe on the Rdwalpindi and Murree road when defendant levied from plaintiff the tolls
in question, and as a necessary consequence further held that the claim was not barred by
limitation. But he gave the plaintiff only a decree for one-fourth of his claim with
costs im proportion, being the amount of tolls unduly collected in excess of the rates of tolls
legal under the Act, and dismissed. the remaindec, as the payments made by him, to the extent
of the scheduled rates, clearly amounted to a voluntary payment with fall knowledge of the
acts. . .

Mr. Lewis appeared for the defence in both the Chief Court and in the District
Judge’s Court at vhe re-trinl. Mr. Spitta appeared for the plaintiff.

17. 'This was a suit brought in the Small Cause Court, Lahore, for the recovery of
Secrotary of State for the small fum of Rs. 58-0-8, due by the defendant for the kee
India in Council, v. Anand  and treatment of his horse at the Government Veterinary SchooE
Bardp. 2 Lahore, from, 8th April to 20th June 1885. The defendant did
not uppear to defend the suit, and a decree ex parté, with costs, was given against him on

the 23rd of March last. 'The case was comducted by Mr. Lewis.

18. This was a suit for the recovery of Rs. 217-10-0 due on account of fees for

The Secretary of State the treatment of defendant’s horses at the Government Veterinary
for India in Council, v. Mr. School, Lahore, during the period extending from 23rd April 1884 to
B. T. Hill. . 12th April 1886. 'T'he defendant appeared in the Lahore Small Cause
Court on the 23rd March last, and admitted the correctness of the claim, but asked for a
fortnight’s time to communicate with his confederate in the matter of the horses in question The
suit was, therefore, pending at the close of the year under report ; but on the 7th of April lust
the full claim was decreed with costs.

Mr., Lt.awis appeared for Government. ’

Anpendix B, 19. There were 13 Civil Appeals during the year under report
- as compared with 11 in the previous year. A short notice of each
Parr 1I,—~Civil Appeals. {¢ appended.

. 20, In regard to this case, Mr. Rattigan writes :—s‘ This was a case brought against

tadh Maik plaious Shelate Sind, Punjab and Delhi Railway Company by a consignor
appellant, versus Sina, for the value of goods which were despatched by rail from Delhi to.
Punjab and Delhi Railway Mooltan, but which it appeared had been stolen while"in transit be-
Company, defendant, res- fween Khana snd Raiwind on the Mooltan line. The elaim had
s, been dismissed by the District and Divisional Courts, but on an
appeal being preferred by the plaintiff to the Chief Court, the important question was, raised,
as to whether the Railway Company could be regarded as common carriers, whose responsibi-
lity would not, therefore, be affected by Sections 151 and 152 of the Indian Contract Act?
Upon a representation by the Manager of the North-Western Ruilway, that the case involv-
ed a most important point of principle, the Government of the Punjab instructed me to nppear
and gefend thte interests of Government, which had meanwhile taken over the Sind, Punjab and
Delhi Railway Company under the terms of the original agreement entered into hetween the
Gmnlé?y and the Secretary of State for India in Council. 1 wecordingly appeared on the
date fixed, and after fuil argument, the Chief Court upheld the judgments of the courts below,
and dismissed the plaintiff’s apﬁ,nwarding costs in favour of] Government. The decision,
which affirms the principle that Ruilway Companies are not common carriers, and are entitled
to the benefit of Sections 151 and 152 of the Indian Contract Act, has since been published
as No. 97 P. R. 1886, and no doubt furnishes a most importunt precedent for Railways in
this country.” [t ki ‘ A e

21. The facts of this case, and the circumstances ont of which this appeal arose, are

tary to State for described in paragraphs 21 and 31 of the*rei};drt for 1884-85. 1In

' Coundil, defend- _raﬁncgh 22 of lust year's report, it was explained that, at the hear-

i mg i ‘n;mt::u, Mr, Justice Barkley hd‘iﬁt the snit was a m:ll

" ~ cause, and that therefore no spg&l al Jay ; but that;on cause being
~ shown he admitted the appeal to a Bench as an_appli ,ﬁbﬁ"'dn"ﬂg

side. This application was disposed &f by two of the learned Judges of the Chief -
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Qourt on 8th May 1886, with the result that the orders of tlte District Judge and the Divisional -
Judges of Rawalpindi were set nside on the gromnd that they had no jurisdiction o eni;oyﬁ,n:
the suit, and the plaint was sent to the Judge of the Réwalpindi Cantonment Small Cause
; o .‘ ek

Court for trial and re-decision. 5 ' Fifs
%cate, appeared for the Secretary of
: g

Mr. Lewis, Officiating Junior Government Ady
State, and Mr. Cope, Barrister-at-Law, for Sher Singh.

Tt may be noted here, that when the case first came on for hearing before fae District
Judge of Réwalpindi, Mr. Sinclair took the objection that the suit was one mﬁnizable by the
Judge of the.Cantonment Small Cause Court ; but did not press it, gs the District Judge
thought it was too technical an objection, and also as Mr. Sinclair was sanguine that the
suit must fail on the merits. : e

The result of the trial in the Cantonment Small Cause Cou‘\_-t is given in paragraph 10
of this report. ° X

Jai Rém, plaintiff, appellant, versus 22. The result of this appeal has veen described in
Gurmukh Singh, defendant, respondent, para,graph 16 of this report. J

23. This caseis referred to in paragraph 6 of the last year's report, and *the ecir-
ik cumstances out of which it arose are given in paragraph 10 of the
Natho Mal, plaintiff, ap- ?
pellant, versus The Secre- report for t’h_e year 1884-85. : b \
ary of State for India in The plaintiff appealed against the order of dismissal, but his
Council, defendant, ves- - appeal was dismissed with costs by the Divisional Judge of Réwal-
pondent, Claim, fs. 990 pindi, on 10th July 1886.

Mr. Pengree, Barrister-at-Law, appeared for the appellant, and Mr. Lewis for the
respondent, the Secretary of State.

24. The facts out of which this case, arose and the result of the proceedings in the
Secrotary of State for court of first instance, will be found in paragraph 12 of the report
[ndin in Gouncil, defend. for last year. With the Finanéial Commissioner’s sanction, an
dant, appellant, versus appeal from the order of the Extra Assistant Commissioner was filed
piias Mul, plaintiff, respou- jn the conrt of the District Judge, Umballa, who, on 18th November
i 1886, held that the appellant’s objection that the notice served
by the Respondent upon the appellant did not state the cause of action, as required by
Section 424, Civil Procedure Code, was valid, and accepting the appeal with costs through-
out, reversed the Lower Counrt’s order, and ordered the return of the plaint as premature.
The ({)ortiou of the order directing return of the plaint was clearly wrong, but it was not
passed in presence of Mr. Lewis, who conducted the appeal, as after the hearing of argument
in October preceding, judgment was reserved. No steps were taken to have this error in
the order corrected, us the decree of the District Judge virtnally granted the relief which the
appellant claimed. : .

Secrejary of State 'fm_ 25. The following are the circumstances out of which this
India in Council, defen- appeal arose :—
dant, appellant§versus Shib- In 1884 Government sold by public auction a plot of nazil
Ohurn _ Bingh, . plaintiff, land situate in the city of Gujrét, to one Ganesh Das, for «Rs. 1,300.
B ¢ i S The plaintiff claimed the wright of pre-emption, and sued - both
Government and the purchaser, Ganesh Das. In the court of first instance, the suit, with the
permission of the Financial Commissioner, was defended by Pandit Janki Purshdd, Extra
Assistant Commissioner. Among vther pleas, he raised the plea that no such notice as is
required by Section 424, Civil Procedure Code, had been served by the plaintiff upon the
Government, but the Subordinate Judge overraied it, and on the merits gave a decree for the
plaintiff, but withont costs. '

Under instrnctions from the Financial Commissioner, this decree, 50 far as it concern=
ed Government, was appealed from, and on 20th November 1886, the Divisional Judge
Jhelum, accepted the appea! with costs, and reversed the lower court’s order, on the groumi
that plaintiff had not served upon Government any notice, as is required by Section 424,
Civil Procedure Code. i _ : :

Mr. Lewis appeared for Government, and Léla Lél Chand for the respondent. -

26 The circumstances out of wtl]!_\iﬁh this ﬁpped arose Mﬁ given in | mﬁ thzle'h.t

ear’s roport. The appeal came on for hearing on the Sth January
xnm*‘&nﬁnfﬁ&ﬁ ast, when the learned Judges, constituting the Bench of the Chief
appellant, versus  Gobind  Court, before which the appeal was hearJ, reversed the order of the
Jus, defendunt, respondent.  ower gppellate court, and decreed for Government Rs. 2,025
with full costs in all three courts. Unfortunately, by an over ‘on the part of the
court, the plaintiff's lien for this amount on defendant’s imm le y, which had
been mortgaged as security for due performance of the contract, was not specified in the decree.
An u.pglication for review of judgment has therefore had to be made, and will be heard
by a Bench on 6th July next. 2 i R T T s
_Mr. Lewis conducted the appeal on behalf of Government, and P. C. Chatterjee

27. This was a cross app e’ cago descri para.

=
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have worked well and given satisfaction.”

.
ovi‘i

; ’
28, This was an appeal from the decree of the Subordingte Judge of Kohat in
PR R smt for proprietarys rights in two “ bakhras” of Jand sitnate in
A il, doten.  the village of Hangu, Kohat district. The case itself was a small
dant, appeBant, versus ONe; but, as a test case, of great importance. Before the first
Jehan Khan, Qaim Khan, court it was not defended by this office, and a decree with costs was
&c., plaintiffs, rospondents. ginen in an exceedingly one-sided and incompetent judgment,
a%nimt the JGovernment. “From this decree I was directed to file an appeal, wgich I de-
cided to conduct in person, in view of the indirect importance of the case. The plaintiffs
are recorded gn the settlement papers as hereditary tenants of the lands in suit. They
are Haji Khel, and ot settlement, in 1881, accepted the position of hereditary tenants,
expressly recording that shey did not claim proprietary rights in the land. Relying, how-
ever, on a recommendation by the Settlement  Officer tﬁat, if they afterwards claimed
such rights, these might be, granted to them—a recommendation not accepted by Govern-
ment—and also on the strength of two other similar decisions against Government, in cases
not defended by tiis office, nor reported to the Financial Commissioner for that purpose ;
these g}aintiﬂ"s subsequently laid claim to the lands in their —oecupancy, and filed this
suit. The appeal was of course accepted, and the decree reversed, the suit bemg dis-
missed with costs throughont.

29. The circumstances out of which this claim arose, and the result of the pro-
Kashi® Ram, plaintiff, ceedings in the Amritsar District Judge's and Divisional Judge’s
appellant, versus Secretary Courts are given in paras. 18 and 25, respectively, of the reports for
of State for India in Coun- the year before and last year. The plaintiff has now filed a further
‘ghﬁ:"’l’;'d_‘g;bfﬁgn““‘- appeal in the Chief Court, where the 13th January next has been
. fixed for its hearing before a Bench.
» . 80. This case is mentioned in para 23 of last year’s report.
TR S P glaintiﬁ' appealed to the High Court, North-Western Provinces,

iff, llant, Becre- . ol .
e g ore f':,’:.;:dia,ri.;l and the appeal was pending at the close of the year. This cage, and

tary o

Council, defendant, res- the one mentioned immediately below, are in the hands of the
Powdent. Government Pleader at Allahabad.

Mussammat Kubra, plain- 31. Particulars of this case are given in para. 24 of last

tiff, appellant, versus Secro- %;;ar’s report. The plaintiff filed an appeal in the High Court, North-

o c%insi'f“ é:fenf;ﬂ: estern Provinces, and it was pending at the close of the year.

respondent.

82. Ezecution of Decrees and Miscellaneous.—Due progress has been made in execution
of decrees, and the fact reported from time to time to the Financial CJommissioner for infor-
mation.

The instalments due on Dewan Pandit Manphul’s loan have been paid, although

there was a delay of one day in the payment of the instalment due on the 10th August
1886. The attention of the Deputy Commissioner, Lahore, was drawn to the circumstances,

.and he was requested to see that the instalments were punctually paid on due dates

83. I.have much pleasure in attaching to this report certain remarks recorded by

2 Mr. Rattigan, when making over charge to me last January. As
regards the remainder of the year under report, vis., since my
return to duty, I can cordially endorse all that Mr. Rattigan has said, which is as
follows :— ~

, “Before surrendering charge of my office to Mr. Henderson, on his return from
farlongh, 1 desire to place on recqrd the high opinion. I entertain of Mr., Lewis’s services
during the time he has worked under me as Junior Government Advocate. ~Most of the
out-station Civil business in which Government has been concerned has been conducted
by him, and the result of such litigation proves the care and ability with which he has
represented the interests of Government. He has consulted me at every stage in such
cases, and has always been ready and willing to carry out my suggestions. In office
matters also he has afforded me great assistance, and with a little more experience he will
I am sure, prove a valuable assistant.” ®
A “ As regards Mr. Burward, the Superintendent of the office, I am happy to be able
to state that*he has given me every satisfaction during the nine months I have been acting
as Government Advocate. He has kept his work well up to date, and has always shown
himself most zealous in the discharge of his duties. I consider him a man of superior
qualifications, and wel! fitted for a higher post than the one he now holds. I shall be
very pleased to hear of his promotion.” :

“Both Lala Buddha Mall, the Head Clerk, and Chirunji Lall, the second clerk,

Notice of Officers.

: .
T have the honour to be,
P - Sir,
S e e - Yuor most obedient servant,
e E. P. HENDERSON,
. ;,1 S Oy - *Government Advocate, Punjab.
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