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this had been reduced to Rs. 5,11,002, Rs. 1,338,276 having been collected, and
“the resrhﬁ'jﬁigfbeen remitted or shown as undetermined or irrecoverable. . *

* The remissions were principally on account of land rewenue that Lad been®

for some time under suspension, but only in Ferozepore, Lahore and Dera Ghézi

*Khan was it found necessary to remit at present any considerable amount o

previous year’s suspensions. Rupees 16,610 now remitted in Lahore were fird

suspended in Rabi 1896, while the remission of Rs. 5,411 in Derg Ghdzi Khan

will help the district to start with a clear account under the new gettloment.

The largest collections on account of former years were made in Umballa

¢ Rs. 20,944, Lahore Rs. 25,450 and Gujrdt Rs. 12,670. All but Rs. 6,324 of the

balance now outstanding has been duly suspended, and the state of previous
®years’ balances is as satisfactory as can be expected.

- '

17. Fluctusting land revenue.—The following table shows the collec-
Statements Nos. XX ava  tions on account of fluetuating land revenue under the
X A.

< . » main heads for the last three years, viz. :— '
1 2 3 3 4 5
% ; v **, | Difference
. ®  Details. 1804-95. | 1895.96. | 1896.07. | between,
and 4.
Rs. Ra. Rs. o -8
Lapsed assignments .. 25,420 28,073 23,846 +5,773
* Re-assessments ... oo s dhe 1,68,014 1,97,353 20,874 | —1,67,479 »
Alluvial assessments ... 23,448 20,669 24,5693 + 3,924
Fstates under direct management ... 21,691 32,076 . 48,232 + 16,156

Fluctuating as-
. sessment.

{(a) Canal tracts .. |  4,41,825 4,55167 |  6,85,527 | +2,30,860
L]
(b) Other tracts ... 8,21,969 7,01,497 7,383,898 | . +31,881

Other items and rents from waste lands : 11,139 22,305 8,091 —14,214
) . et SRR :
. Total 15,13,506 14,57,140 15,638,541 | +1,06,401
. L]

: On the whole there has been an increase. But part of this is nominal
- and thegest is entirely due to the colonisation of the Chendib Canal.® If We
* exclude Rs. 1,47,490 collected this year for the first time in Dera Ghdzi Khan

- * for canal and other fluctuating assessments under the new settlement, and

R 8,07,292, the increase which acerued on account of the Chendb Canal in

. Jhang and Gujrdnwidla, we get instead of an increase of Rs, 1,06,401 in the

total for the Province, a decrease of Rs. 3,48,381 which is what the character

d&the,year would lead us to expect.

e ;3‘!10} chief decrease in the receipts on account of Papsed assignments has

rre@ iv Rdwalpindi. The chief increases are those in Peshdwar Rs. 5,187
nt of assignments that lapsed with the expiry of the last settlement, and
lla where an increase of Rs. 8,274 is due to the fact that Sardir Rém

been held in deposit till this- year when final orders regarding

o "

md,’fpm‘egegsi{m ejamds the largest anfount
ttlement of Montgomery. Whe results of
 bronght on to the rent roll.  Only Rs.
76 assessments ag on account of the

of Kharindwa died in 1892-93, and that the income of his assign- .

sments could not be taken. Rupeese,846 *

LAy

ts of nahrieparta on lauds newly e
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The result of the Khdm-tahsil management in Ders. Ismeil. Khan is an -

“ increase of Rs. 16,156 over the income of last year. The realisglions were
RS, 48,232 during the year, but the demand included Rs. 1,086 more which,were

“ realised after the jear’s accounts closed. This was on account of ,the remote
Ushterdna circle in which there is snid always to be some difficulty in ﬁndi:ﬁl&';
ally

gurcha'aer for the Government share of the produce. The increase was gene

ue to the high prices prevailing during the year, and also to good irriga-

_ tior"and extewsion of cultivation in parts of "the Khdm-tahsil lands, the caltiva-
tion in the Bhittdni chacks having been 5,141 acres, or more than 1,000 acres
in excess of that of 1895-96. :

A recoverable balance of Rs. 10,390 remained oustanding in Peshdwar

at the end of the year. It is said to be due to the incorrect preparation ofy
statements of demand on account of lapses and resumptions pf assignments; .

~ diluvion, and revision of assessment. The distriet report gives no further parti
culars on the subject, which requires careful investigation on the part of the
Deputy Commissioner. .

17 (a). Fluctuating assessments of canal-irrigated lands.—The districts
from which revenue classified under this head is glerived, and the realisations
during the year under report and in previous years, are shown below— «

T RN LS S W LS

g o
Districts. 1894.95. 1895-96. 1806.07.
' ] 5% Rs. Rs. Res.
¢ _ Hoshifrpur T ek (it 10,415 | 11,771 15,071 .
Ferosepore ... 31,072 12601 | 19,027
Mooltan 84,820 48522 |+ 49,631
Moptgomery .. v s s 151,495 | vormss | 139,106 ¢
Lahore i 25,790, 17,608 23,482
Shahpur ... 27,962 34,269 30842
Dl Uhei Bhan.,. i e aw o " 94,707 ,
Moseargarh - . we e 6241 ] 61TA |t G4
Chenfb Onnal (Jhang and Gujrénwils) 104030 | 2,16499 a,p?,;zoe

A

e ——

‘enough water for the canals.

excess of that of 1894-95 and greatly above that of 1893-94 (Rs. 8,610,

~ working of the Chendb Canal and the extension of colonization operations on
~ as well as the irrigation on the Ferozepore Canals and the Shah Nahr in Hos

" The Inundation Canals generally worked well, and the only dis?m#;tbat ;
had a decreased income in 1896-97 is Shahpur, where it is said there was not
The income in that distriet, however, was in

The

pur have been specially noticed elsewhere.  Receipts in Dera Ghizi K
- first time appedr under this head, in consequence of the re-settle

~ district and thé indroduction of a fluctuating system of asses

irrigated lands, which is briefly explained in an extract from Mr.

printed in the Appendix. The income in the district did 1

unfavourable character of the year, come up to the ave

 Officer estimates will be realised in future. A lar,
~outstanding on accousit of it at the end of the yee

4

*" that,the Tuhsfldérs had not been sufficiently ens

e,

‘ |
]
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under that last discussed, appears this year for the first time against Dera o,
‘Ghidzi Khah asa consequence of the re-settlement. The Séttlement Officer
says & was not up to the avera%e he anticipated. KExcept in $he districts noted o
“above there was not unnaturally a decline in fluctuating land revenue under .
*this head. In Hissdr and Karndl the conditions of cultivation were so unfavour-
able that the revenue of the villages under fluctnating assessments was only®
abont 50 per cent. of the revenue which the Nettlement Officers estimated
as that which should be realised on the average. In Delhi a® part of the
decrease in the figures is due to the transfer of some revenue that was before
,  fluctuating to the fixed land revenue roll. In Lahore the figures for 1895-96
included collections of the year before on account of river spill assessments: this
‘wystem of assessment is said to be gaining in popularity. In Dera Ismail Kban
- “while collectiongof fluctuating land revenue under the saildba system increased,
those under the D#man system decreased. The scanty rainfall and the failure
of the hill torreats due to it and to increased cultivation higher up stream in the
' hills prejudicially affected the Déman tract, while in the saildba lands ccl-
tivation was favoured by the timely subsidence of the river and was assisted by
liberal advances of taldvi for seed.

47 (c). Systems of fluctuating assessments.—'The extragts from the
reports of the Settlement Officer, Dera Ghdzi Khan, and of the Deputy Com-
missioner, *Thang, indicate the only alterations in previously existing gystems
of asgessment that took place during the year. The fluctuating assessment
was introduced instead of a fixed assessment in Dera Ghidzi Khan in connection
with the settlement, and in Jhang it was found that the extension of the
Chendb Canal cultivation required that the assessments of the villages affected
by it should be amended. Two villages in Karndl formerly under fised assess-
ments were placed during the year under fluctuating assessments in accordance
with the rules framed at settlement, Fluctuating assessments are now working
everywhere smoothly and satisfactorily, The only indication of discontent is
that reported by the Deputy Commissioner of Jhang, on the part of those who
lose by the recent changes introduced in Jhang. But this is inevitahble.
The reports show that fluctuating systems are duly supervised and controlled by
‘Collectors, and that attention is paid to the importance of makinyg fair khardba
a.ll'oranc'es, and so long as this 1s the case such systems will continge to work
well and be popular.

18, Miscellaneous land revenue.—The total income from miscellaneous
Jand revenue amounted to Rs. 7,835,041 as compaged with Re. 12,038,432 in
- 1895-96. Except as regards firni and sajji the fluctuations are not principally
«due to the bad character of the year, but are due to other exceptional causes.
The ﬁguges under the main heads are as follows for the past three years m— ¢

2 3 4 [ e 6
Brle A _ . Difference
ol L e DEtALL. 189495 | 1895.96. | 180G.97. | Petween
o 4 iy columns
3 4 and 5.
.
L) et 18
1~ RER I I N Bs.
i ) 6,303 44,2850 BOIRT | 35,902
Bl add | 654705 | 1,84901 | —4,00748
T 12216 [ 12,904 13,247 +343 ¢
TR e e 31,460 66,711 42,696 [ 18115
surveys and [ 6316 o 2,‘)3 © 8044 [ 427,836
ok . . A !
b i o ,
G| 3257 200504 | 220084 | © —64,820
oryear.., 85916 | 97281 80126 ' 42845
Gl momr | oadt| . emm) zaes
ered later the only important increases occur
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connected with colonisation, The increase under the lutter head®on account
%f the Chenib Canal, of which the colonisation during the year is notiéed
elsewhere, was ‘Rs. 27,815, but slight decreases in Lahore and Gujrénwila,.
where the income under this head is not at present large, reduce the total pro-
vincial increase to Rs. 27,836. The income in Lahore for the Chinidn rakhs,
which have been colonised, will appear in the accounts for 1897-08.

As regards sale-proceeds of Government estates, it is to be noticed
that the income in Lahore is larger than usual owing to two particular sales, and
that the increase this year in Jhang, amounting to Rs. 40,761, is due to the
sale of town sites in the Chendb colony.

In 1895-96 Rs. 5,42,277 were realised in' Lahore alone on account of the
sale-proceeds of waste lands. This was due to the sale by auction of certain
rakbs in the district. No similar auction has been held duning the year, and the
receipts in Lahore have declined by Rs. 5,36,527. But against this we have to
get off imcreases amounting to Rs. 21,745 in Gujrinwdla and Rs. 14,542 in
Jhang- on account of nazardna receipts in the Chenib colony from settlers.
There was also an increase of Rs. 26,166 in Mooltan on account of the sale
to settlers on the Sidhnai Canal of proprietary rights in their holdings according
to the conditions of their leases, and in Dera Ghdz1 Khan an increase of Hs. 5,593
occurred, as many lessees of Government land had the option of purcbasing at
the expiry of settlement and exercised that option.

The income from quarries, &c., comes chiefly from Jhelum. Gurgdon
is the next important contributor, but the receipts there fell off, as on account
of slackness in house-building due to the scarcity the demand for stone declined.
But in Jhelum there was an increase owing to a brisk demand for coal.

o

The sale-proceeds of grass and trees increased on the whole in the
Derajét and in districts where grass was available for sale, but in the districts
which contribute most to this head it fell off. The chief decreases were
Rs. 10,888 in Jhang, Rs. 6,969 in Montgomery, and Rs. 1,162 in Gujranwila, .
and these are explained by scarcity of grass and decrease of demand for fuel,
as the burning of bricks on the Gugera branch of the Chendb Canal, which tpok
so much fuel the previous year was, on account of the approaching completion
of the works, not so brisk, The net result is a provincial decrease of Rs. 18,115
under this head.

With references to the item of fines and forfeitures, which generall;
decreased owing to leniency in punishing village officers on. account of their
difficulties in the prevailing scarcity, the Deputy Commissioner of Hissir in
the extract printed in the Appendix points out the harshness, in a year like
&his, of the rule which leaves the Collector no option but to forfeit the puchotra
due to lambarddrs on account of canal collections, if the demand i not paid
in by due date. : 4
"~ The principal items of balance are explained under the heads to which
they refer, except that in Ferozepore which was chiefly nominal, i.e., the
difference between actual collections and estimated collections. :

18 (a). Tirni.—The following statement compares the collections of
tirni in the chief grazing districts with the collections of previous years:— .

1 2 . . R ' o 4 o
" '_ °

District. 18905, | . 1895.96. | 180697,
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The ,chief decreases occurred in Montgomery(—Rs. 26,938), Jhang
(—Rs. 58,493), Mooltan (—Rs. 53,301), Shahpur (—Rs. 8,406), and Dera Tsmail
Khan —Rs. 39,748). The scarcity of grass owing to the scanty rainfall was,
the principal cause of decrease in each of these districts, but p special reason
in Jhang was the contraction of the {irni area by the extension into it of the
Chendb colony cultivation. The tirai arrangements in several chaks of Jhang
have been revised on account of this. The impressment of transport animals,
and the emigration of owners with their cattle to tracts where grazing was more
plentiful, hampered collections. The collection in Montgomery* had to be
deferred and Rs. 69,088 were outstanding at the end of the year. Sanetion for
*  this was, however, duly obtained, and Rs. 42,033 had been recovered by the time
she District report was written. The.greater part of the balance of Rs. 8,577 of
miscellaneous land revenue outstanding in Shabpur was on account of tirni, as
also was Rs. 3,83% oytstanding in Mooltan. In Dera Ismail Khan the tirsi receipts
consist of income from Pawindahs and from leases of rakhs. The leases of rakhs
yielded Rs. 19,224, almost the same as last year, and the decrease in the district
' collections was almo8t entirely due to the fewness of the Pawindahs, who on
account of the scarcity did not come down in their usual numbers. The
balance in this district is nofainal, beiny the amount by which #irui income
was over-estimated in its forecast. = Ihe fluctuations in Kohdt, Bannu, Dera
Ghézi Khgn and Muzaffargarh call for no remark, but it may be noticed that
“an‘increase from Rs. 576 to Rs. 1,211 in Karndl is due to the lease of  certain
rakhs to the Commissariat Department for the grazing of 400 camels. This
arrangement was specially made on account of the urgent need the department
had for grazing, but it was subsequently decided to cancel the arrangement
and refund the lease.money.

18 (b). Kisht-bdrdni leases.—The income from single” harvest leases
increased on the whole by Rs. 42,845 from Rs. 37,281 to Rs. 80,12€. But the bad =
geasons and the recent orders restricting single harvest leases in tracts likely to
come under colonisation caused a decredse in the regular income under this head,
and the increase was solely due to certain collections in Jhang and Gujrdnwila,
in connection with the Chendb Canal. In the principal kdshi-bdrdni districts the
decreases were as follows :—Shahpur, Rs. 4,545, Mooltan Rs 1,416, and Mont-
gcﬁnery Rs. 481, but the increase in Jhang was Rs. 49,216 and w Gujrdnwéla,
which has usually no kdsht-bdardni mmcome, Re. 1,190 were collected. The reason
for these increases is that certain persons without due sanction got hold of land
adjoining the canal, which was unallotted, and made an unauthorised use of
the canal-water by cultivating that land. They were ordered to pay a rent
calculated on the value of a proportion of their crops. ®

18 (¢). Sajji.—In Mooltan and Montgomery the income from sajji was

. Res. 1,659 and Rs. 245, respectively, as compared with Rs. 910 and Rg, 372in

o 1895-96, The variations call for no explanation. But the two districts, which have

hitherto contributed most to the sajji income, had largely decreased eollections.

In Shahpur the collections were Rs. 1,681, or Rs. 2,466 less than in 189596, and

in Jhang the income fell by Rs. 1,224to Rs. 8,314. 1In both districts the badness

_of the season caused the decrease, and in Jhang the contraction of the sajji area
due to the extension of the Chendb Canal cultivation was a further cause.

19. Aluvion and diluvion.—The area newly, assessed and that on

: p A which the assessment was enhanced exceeded by 13,126
§eatement No- 225" and 11,744 acres respectively, the area removed from
 addessment and that on which the assessment was reduced. But diluvion con-
~ tinugs to cause more loss of revenue than the gain due to alluviou, though the
_ year under report has not been so unfavourable as the two years preceding ite
In 1894-95 the net loss, including assigned revenue, was Rs. 81,089, in 1895-96 it
a8 Rs. while in 1896-97 it is only Rs. 9,026. Thip, however, is chiefly due
luctions of revenue made in Hdshidrpur for damage dgue by
out of a total decrease of RS. 11,022, As is shown in the extract
ict report appended, the whole of the damage ®was not done
o reduction, however, had been allowed, for it hefore, as the
 assessments had not been worked. with sufficient breadth.
_is possible, by amending the prgotice under the existing
wn to the sufferers, and for the rest the whole matter ag
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- and was reported to Government during the year for orders. it not been for
. Hoshidrpur, the net result of di-alluvial proceedings would, in splt.e of corditions
adverse to sailgp cultivation, have probably been to cause a net increase in
‘revenue, as fluvial action has not been violent during the year. The districts which
‘after Hoshidrpur suffered most were Ludhidna (—Rs. 954), Gujrit (—Rs. 947),

¢ Lahore(—Rs. 863), and Peshdwar (~Rs.739), whiledistricts which gained inclunded
Gurddspur (+ Rs. 1 ,458), Shahpur (4 Rs. 1,714), Jullundur (4 Rs. 1,174), Jhang
(4 Rs. 8993, and Ferozepore (4 Rs. 763). In Jhang the diversion of the Chendb
waters into the Chendb Canal is again alleged as a reason for increased alluvion.
The proposal for the amendment of the Delhi rules, which were awaited last
'year, have not yet been received. In all districts, except Delhi, the existing rules
are said to have worked well. In Dera Ghdzi Khan, however, no such rules will
in fature be required, as all riverain lands are under ﬁuctuatgng system of assess-
ment, and whenever any land under fixed assessment is affected by the river, it
will be removed from fixed assessment and added to the fluctuating assessment
area. In Montgomery it is probable that the Sutlej sailéb will be somewhat
similarly treated.

Al

20. Land revenue assignments.—The total amount of land revenue now
assigned in the Province is Rs. 30,49,950 assessed on an area of 6,423,079 acres.
The assigned revenue has decreased by Rs. 16,844 and the areaoby 255 08
acres during the year under report.

The more important lapses and the chief new grants are shown below:—

District. Name of jhgirdér. fs':iog::g ex?tf.
i LAPS;.— t i Rs.-
ot Gnd Ty
Gujrinwil .. e oo Wit 1 12 hi
Dera I‘;amail Khan Dost Muhammad Khan .., 2,9,11
¢ New Grants. ’ : »
Kéngra Subedér-Major Gopél Singh ... - 600 i
Lahore L Léla Diwén Chand, Record- kaeper 460
in Civil Secretariat. 8
Kohét Subedér-Major Hazrat Shah ;"é 450
o § ‘

In thé Peshdwar district new grants amounting to Rs. 6 ,376 were made
and old assignments were increased by Rs, 6,978 owing to the enhancement of
assessment. i

Below is printed an extract from the Ludhidna report in whmh tha
Deputy Commissioner points out the anomaly that whilst jdgirs are inalienable -
the jdgir revenue can be attached by order of a Civil Court. The I
Commissioner agrees with the Daputy Commissioner that the liabili i
‘revenue to be attached by the Civil Courts tends to frustrate the Gbﬁ

which the jdyirs were granted, but at the same time is unable to s
thing can be done so long as Section 11 of the Pensions Act il not
a8 to 1wlude revenue asslgnments of all kinds.

sscmou. v, —»LAND REVENU
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reduction, and the office of Settlement Commissioner, Punjab, was revived.

Lieutenant-(!8lonel J. A. L. Montgomery was appointed the first Settlement, .
Commsioner on 7th April 1897 and held charge of the office during the year.

+  The re-assessment operations in Peshiwar were r;mni)leted on 17th

January 1897, the total amount expeunded on thewm being Rs. 3,23,139. The
assessments of 14 villages on the Michni border only remained to be aunounced ; *
their announcement has been deferred for political reasons. Opegrations were
continued in Dera Ghdzi Kban, Montgomery and Jhelum and commenced in

iy Mooltan.

e 21 (a). The settlement of Dera Ghdzi Khan was practically finished
during the year. Orders were issued regarding the three tabsils other than San-
* garh, whicl had Been disposed-of in the previous year, and regarding the
agsessment of date trees. The new demand was distributed and the records
. were in process of completion. Mr. Diack has prepared reports regarding the
« secure and insecure Macts, the revision of zails and patwdris’ eircles, the numer-
ous existing leases of Government rakh lands and other matters, some of which
have been disposed of, others being still under consideration. ‘The establish-
ment wa® under transfer to Muzaffargarh, and it was hoped that operations would
be wound up in February 1898. The estimated increase in the Goverdent demand
was®Rs. 85,800 in land revenue and Rs. 80,000 in water-rates, and the cost of the
re-assessment up to the end of 18¢6-97 amounted to Rs. 8,50,124. The Finan-
cial Commissioner agrees with the Settlement Commissioner in the opinion that
Mr. Diack has done his work with conspicuous ability and industry.

" 21 (h). TIn Mdntgomery the re-settlement of the Rivi tahsils has been
completed. Work was practically confined during the year to the Sutlej taksils.
The establishment there was strengthened and measarements were pushed on,
being finished in Pdkpattan and nearly soin Dipilpur  The system on which
the lands irrigated by the Sutlej Inundation Canals are to be assessed was
reported on and sanctioned by Government, and Mr. Fagan submitfed his
Assessment Report of Dipdlpur. This report gives an enhancement of about
Rs.*70,000 in the tahsil, and it is at present under the consideration of Gm’*oru- 5
ment, The cost of the operations to the end of 1896-97 was Rs. 1725,608.

21 (). 1896-97.was the second year of operations in Jlhielum, the total
e'xpenditur.e in the two years being Rs. 1,54,459. Work has been pushed
forward in spite of difficulties due to scarcity and drought. Geod progress has
been made'in the preparation of*maps and records® the former, even in the.
billy parts of the district; being prepared on the square system of survey, The -

~ assessment reports will be soon submitted. Tt is understood that Mr. Talbog
has ah‘eaﬁy submitted that for the Pind Didan Khan tahsil, and that it is noty
e under consideration of the Settlement Commissiouer. :

i '21 (d). Mr. Maclagan commenced the settlement of Mooltan in October

1896, and during the year under report the principal work done was that of -
re-measurement. The constitution and limits of the tahsils of the distriet -
have been re-considered and revised, and the Settlement Officer has gone into -
the question of how toassess canal-irrigated lands, and is submitting a report on -
the subjeet. 'Uhe expenditure during the year was Rs. 84,209,

a1 (o). Regarding the forecast of increases and decreases of fixed
svenue due to re-asspssment and progressive jamds, the figures,—which are
iven by the financial year and therefove differ from those appearing in
nents attached to this report,—are as follows: Daring the financial year .
progre¥sive assessments were imposed in all casesgas anticipated at set- .

and 1898-99, resp The total iucrease tn these four
be Rs. 31,700,  But on account of unfayourable agricultural
; ents were imposed or collécted in 1895-96, and

189 1t is anticipated that Rs. 1,200 avill
obitha 0 due will b& collected to the extent *
. 18,591 in the following year. _ ol

4

Shahpur. The increase expected is that district in 1895-06ewas - -
ents of Rs. 15,000, Rs. 4,000 amd Rs. 7,000 being anticipated also
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- As regards increases due to re-settlements the following rem#rks may be
** pade. It was expected that in Montgomery the enhancement due to Mr. Kennedy’s
, Te-assessment of the Bir circles of the Rivi tahsils would have been added to the
fixed rent roll in the financial year 1895-96. But sanction to the proposals
was not received in time for this to be done. Rupees 680 were therefore shown
oin 1896-97 as an increment over the demand according to the roll. In Peshdwar
an increase of Rs. 1,56,564 was forecasted for the financial year 1896-97, but
the actual figures show only Rs. 1,14,166 actually collected in addition to the
demand on the fixed land revenue roll. The reason is that Rs. 45,662 of the
estimated sum of Rs. 1,56,564 came on to the revenue roll in 1895-96 earlier
than was expected, while the real increment has been altogether Rs. 3,364 more
than was forecasted. .

21 (7). Orders were passed during the year on the forecast report of
Muzaffargarh, sanctioning the revision of the settlement of the district, and the
re-settlement was commenced after the close of the year, in October 1897, under
Sarddr Bahddur Bhdi Arjan Singh. The forecast reports 6f Dera Ismail Khan
and Jhang have also been disposed of. In the latter case the Financial Commis-
gioner has recommended the deferment of the re-settlement till the disturbance
in agricultural conditions due to the extension of the Chendb Canal has stbsided.

- Inthe formercase a re-settlement has been sanctioned, and will be nundertaken
in October 1898.  In accordance with a revision of the scheme fixing the ofider
in which districts are to be taken up and re-settled, settlement operations will
next comnmence iu Sirsa-Fdzilka and Kolidt.

The questions relating to hag-buha and tirni and other matters in con-
nection with the recent re-settleinent of the Teri tahsil of Kohdt have not gs yet,
been definitely disposed of. They, as well as the final Settloment Report, are
still under consideration. The final Settlement Report for Kdngra has reached
the Financial Commissioner and will be dealt with in due-course.

29.  Surveys and boundavy demarcations.—Considerable progress iwas
made during the year in disposing of long standing boundary disputes between
British districts and Native States, particularly Bahdwalpur. Mr. H. D. Watgen,
Assistant Commissioner, was put on special duty to lay down the boundary be-
tween Bahdwalpur and Dera Ghazi Khan. The work was done most satisfacturily
and expeditionsly, and great credit is due for it to Mr. Watson, whose report
has just been submitted to Government. Mr Fagan and the Stafe officials -
disposed of eight old cases between Montgomery and Bahiwalpur without
appeal. In two cases thiey could not agree! These cases were, therefore,
referred to the Commissioner of Lahore, whose decision in both was in
favour of the district. But on appeal to the Punjab Government, in one
of thesé eascs, the claims of the State were finally confirmed. Mr. Fagan
remarks on the great necessity for keeping up the correctness of maps ©
and records relating to the boundary, now that they have been cleared up,
and also notices the difficulty in deciding cases if they are not prompily dealt
with. A leng standing dispute between Plich and the Bashahr State was satisfac-"
torily scttled by the Assistant Commissioner of Kulu and Mr. Minniken, Deputy
Conservator of Forests, who acted on behalf of the State. The Depu eam-:, :
missioner of Umballa passed orders in the case of the dispute between an-
purin Umbalia and Bari in the Ndlagarh State, which had been open A
fifty years, but the State refused to accept this order, and the case is
consideration of Government on appeal. A report was made

« Commissioner regarding the Sehun Mdjra-Gurdidlpura case
and the Ndbha State, but the case was returned for further pr
it is trusted, be disposed of during the present cold weather
are still pending, but dforts gre being made to decide
Umbulla, where Oagb&in Parsons has had a careful pre
‘cases prepared, and will take them up imwediately

' An account of the operations of the
~ be. found in Appendix B. In addition to
boungiry survey and the surves perio
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‘have been®poticed elsewhere. The necessity of employing a professional
survegor on the Indus to check the boundary every two years has beey
inted out, and in connection with this matter and the, survey of river ,
‘§nndarias generally, and also with reference to special surveys such as
‘those required in areas under colonisation, or in tracts like the Dera Ismail
‘Khan Thal for canal projects, it is under consideration whether the professionale
Burvey Party could not be more profitably employed in the plains than in fhe

‘hills,

The introduction of a system of fixed boundaries on rivers has received
further consideration during the year, and it has been found possible to take
some practical action by making fixed the Dera Ghizi Khan boundary with Dera
Ismail Khan and Muzaffargarh. In Mooltan squares along the river are being
laid out on 10 mile bases, and are being carried across the river to Bahdwalpur
-and Muzaffargarh. ‘'his will greatly facilitate the working of a fixed boundary
when one is decided on.

28. Processes for collection of land revenue.—The following table exhibits
-gtatisties relating to processes issued during the last three years :—
: -

UL S SR e £ 2 R T T =
g K % AMOUNT OF TALBANA
Year Writs. | Warrants. 7
' ; Surplus
Paid to eredited to
Government.
. Rs. . Rs.
1180495 ... 20,459 14,813 9,737 ll 22,287 =
RO~ .\ o anati g es o mie . R AD 13,775 8,719 22,400
1896-97 ... 27,218 13,619 | - 10,398 20,237

These figures include, in addition to land revenue procegses, processes
issyed prinecipally on aceount of excise and canal revenue, income-tax, takdvi
and tirni dues. They were on the whole successful. The proportion of
swarrants to writs hag slightly risen since last year, being now just over
50 per cemt. instead of just under 49 per ‘cent., but this is not unnatural
msuch a bad year. It would not have been ektraordinary had the total
number of processes increased. There is, however, a slight decrease.
Consideration in collection bas thus obviously been the rule, and this is in
itself emtisfactory. But it is a question whether a little less leniency woflld
_in some distriots have been advisable. Thus, to take the Rdwalpindi Division,

- we have the following figures : —

0k e Processes issued in Writs. Warrants.
' S (N e ER R ¥ 668
: { T s OB PR & 733

"ﬁ‘,hare"vtis a very slight increase in the present year, tBough the Division has

four districts, Gujrit, Jhelum, Shahpur and Sidlkot, where there has evidently
been considerable backwardness in paying revenue, and where unsuspended
alinces are large. In Sidlkot 902 writs and 480 warrants were, it is true,
but in Gujrdt the numbers were 160 writs and 9 warrants only. If
r district suspensions may possibly not have been liberal enough :
r there clearly was not enough firmness in coflection. As remarked
ions should be liberally granted, but whal revenue it hag been
; d should be firmly collected. *This was what was done
the Delhi Division with excellent results. For that Division,
of the last two years compare as follows :—
L R R
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The increase occurred chiefly in Hissir, Rohtak and Karn#l. “In the =
Delhi district the increase was not proportionately so great as in the district just
named, and the uncollected balance there .is so large that it should either
* have been suspended or collected by the more rigorous use of processes. In
a bad year even revenue-payers, who can well afford to pay their revenue,
attempt to get off with suspensions, and it is not good policy to negleet the
means we have of forcing them to pay. In the Jullundur Division all the
dist¥icts were well off except Ferozepore and parts of Jullundur. The revenue-

" payers of most of this Division profited by the high prices. Moreover, under

Colonel Massy’s directions, great care was taken to see that procssses were .
issued only on proved necessity. Escluding Ferozepore the totaly for the rest -

of the Division are— g
: gl |

Processes issned in Writs. Vga.n%uts.
1895-96 orn 5| 2,292 1,136 -
1896-97 Ak ns A 2,345 940

. €
and this, though the writs issued in Jullundur were more than those of the
previous year by 254 and the warrants by 90. In Ferozepore 753 writs and
898 warrants issued as compared with 649 writs and 416 warrants in 1895-96, 4
and the district is one with a large unsuspended balance, which more vigour
in collection might probably have reduced. The figures for the Lahove Divisipn -
gshow a fall from 12,935 to 9,725 writs and from 8,046 to 7,208 warrants. ‘This
is not unsatisfactory considering that the percentage of revenue collections
in the Division was generally good. In Laliore there was a large unsuspended
balance ; the number of writs and warrants issued was 459 and 995. In the

other Divisions the figures were as follows :— : .
“ Peshdwar. Derajat.
Processes issued in Writs, Warrants. — Writs. Warrants. ]
1895-96 ... e 1,065 250 5,279 1,781
1896-97 ... UG = 0. 2561 4”503¢ 1,533

The decrease in the Derajit is due chiefly to Dera Ghézi Khan. In this
district the number of processes fell from 1,262 writs and 551 warrants fo
555 writs and 384 warrants. The collection of the revenue for Kharif 1896
was deferred, pending the orders of Government regarding the inteoduct
from that harvest of the new assessment, and it was thought inadvisable
collect the uew assessment by too free a use of processes. The resnlt is a
large unsuspended balance, but this was being collected when the year closed..

Processes were issued much more on the application of }gﬂxhnxjdiré than
on the report of revenue officers. Lambarddirs are yearly resorting more to-
coei'cion ander the law as the sense of joint village responsibility is continually

- becoming weaker in the Punjab. Asa rule lambardirs are efficient in their |

o A '

duty of collecting the revenue, but where they are too numerous and the
pachotra aceruing to each is small, they are men of little standing or influence
and have livtle incentive to do their work properly. The system of joint lambar-
ddrs is, as pointed out by Mr. Connolly in the extract printed in the Appendix
apt to create friction, and if neeessary the subject should be specially repor
~ ‘ NS e

A The remarks of Colonel Hutchinson, Commissioner of L
Colonel Massy, Commissioner of Jullundur, which mpnuﬁed i
“point ont the necessity of careful management in dealing
work. With a little care in this matter inconvenience to
mised, the employment of too manyépmgeu-servars :
saved from the fees for credit to- Government is ir
are important and ‘a‘hpgl‘gbf vefully considered by all Dep
8 Motiinn ha iR o el el 0 Sl a
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St Owing to la‘ek of funds little has been done during the year under repo
%6 'secure better accommodation for records. Funds were allotted ia the current
" year's budget for the conversion of the old treasury at Jullundur into a record

room, but the work has apparently not yet been taken in hand. Minor improve-
mentd have been carried out in the record rooms of Jhang and Karndl. Tt s
Jhoped that next year new record rooms will be built in Mooltan and Montgomery. (4

-

The copying agency system is now in force in all districts of the Punjab
except Simla, Gujrinwila and Hazira. New agencies were opened in Rohtale,
Kéngra, Lahore, Shahpur and Bannu during the year under report, and ig all
these districts except Bannu "success is anticipated. Generally speaking, the .
agencies are found to be popular and remunerative. In Ludhidna proposals to
construct a room for the inspection of records out of the balance to the credit
»f the agency fund have been sanctioned ; and in Gurddspur and Amritsar the
cost of .typewrit‘ers is similarly to be defrayed from the fund. '

25, Other *matlters.—There is hothing to add te the remarks made in
last year’s report rogarding the payment of revenue by money order and its
payment without pge-audit. To allow zaminddrs tgpay either by money order
or without the wdsil biki navis’ pre-audit serves its purposes, and is convenient

. for many revenue payers, and that is all that can be expected. New rules for
% the Jegse of Government waste lands have been sanctioned, in accordance
with the proposals referred to in paragraph 11 of His Honor’s ,review of the
‘Lgnd Rewenue Administration Report for 1805-96. Some amendments have
been made in the rules under the Land Revenue Act. Of these the most
important relate to the appointment of patwdris and headmen. Hereditary
~.claims will in future give no right to an appointment as patwéiri. Headmen
may now be dismissed if seriously in debt, and the heir of a headman dismissed
for an offence may be passed over if he is affected by that offence, "The con-
ditions under which substitutes may be appointed for zaildirs and headmery
have been further defined. ‘

—

SECTION V.—TENANCY ACT.

96, nhancement of rent.-~Enhancement of rent suits occurred only in
the same districts as last year, except tlmt.Shahpur. which
o last year hud one case had none this year. In the other
districts, as rents are mostly paid in kind, or tenants have so strong a position
* that landlords cannot afford to do anything that would drive them away, 1o suits
for enliamcement are recorded. The total number of such suits for the Provinee
decreased from 870 in 1895-96 to 779 in 189§-97, and the percentage of
successiul cases fell from 86 to 78. 1In some districts small decreases have been
attributed to the reluctance of landlords to sue in times of searcity, In other
. distrioss it has been conjectured that the scarcity has offered an opportanity *for
o landlords to sue when their tenants would be in straitened circumstances and at
| adisadvantage in contesting claims. But the figures are so small when compared
~with the large number of tenaucies in the Provinee that any rise and fall in them
- can hardly be ascribed to general causes. The most marked variations in most
- district figures can be attributed to special causes. T'hus in Gurgdon the decrease
~ from 103 to 6 cases is due to the fact that last year there was an outbreak of
- litigation in one village, Rundhi, while the amount of this class of litigation has
- now rgturned to its normal. 1In Hoshidrpur the increase took place in two or
 three villages only, where a number of test cases were instituted to determine
status of tenants which had not been recorded at settlement, and in connec-
ith which there was some doubt as to the validity of agreements alleged b
nts that the landlords had remitted all mditkina. In Sidlkot there was an
e from 331 to 356 cases, of which 87 per cent. were successful. The
femarked last year, is the anticipated resylt of re-settlement. It
however, adequately show the nuntbgr of cases in which rgnts are
od, as numerous cases are stitl reported to be settled out of Court.
rease from 60 to 13 is due to the fact that the inoreased litigation
1as been worked off. In Gujrinwila, besides the scarcity, the
ing drawn off fo the Chendb colony is assigned as a reason
45 t0 27 cases. ~ This may be so, but with 12,000 oteppancy

e

Btatement No. XXX,
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;enants in the district it is impossible to assign any special reason for the small
vatjiation. 5 : ‘ .

p Suits by occupancy tenants for a reduction of rent rose in ngmbor.
. from 22 to 38, ang reduction was granted in 19 cases as against 6 last™ year.
These cases came chiefly from Gurgdon, where 17 were instituted all successfully
and Gujrét, where 12 cases are reported all unsuccessful. Lahore last year had 5

ansuccessful cases, but this year no cases occurred in the district.

s

© 97, FEjectment of temants.—As in the case of suits for enhancement of
rent the number of ejectment proceedings, relating both to
occupancy tenants and to tenants without rights of |
occupancy, is so small in comparison with the totai number of tenancies‘of each
kind in the Punjab, that no general conclusions regarding ‘the reasons fov
_fluctuations in the figures can well be deduced from them. The only general |
conclusion that results from a consideration of the figures is¢he satisfactory one
‘that the relations between landlords and tenants are remarkably good, in so far as
their state is indicated by the infrequency with which regourse is had to the
Courts. 3

The figures for both 1895-96 and the present year indicate that a
wrong procedure is often followed in ejectment cases. Thus in 1896-97 in
Hissdr, Hoshidrpur, Jullundur and Amritsar, the number of notices issued to
occupancy tenants exceeds the number of applications for the issue ®f notiees.
But a separate application under Section 43 of the Tenancy Act should be
required for each tenant on whom notice is served under Section 44 (1). One
application should not be allowed to lump together several cases, in each of
which separate notice should issue. Figures such as those for Hissir seem
to show that the excess of notices over applications can hardly be due to the

cigsue of separate notices to co-tenants on one application. These remarks
apply more generally and more noticeably to uotices issued on tenants-at-will.
Further, in Gurddspur, though ounly two notices issued to occupancy tenants,
three ejectments were ordered, and ejectments were actually effected in four
cases, though this is doubtful, as no land is said to have been affected. Again
in Baynu five occupancy tenants would appear to have been ejected without any
preliminary proceedings. Moreover, the number of ejectments of /tenants-at-
will should not exceed the total of columns 9, 10 and 13 of Statement XXXI.
Bat it does 8o in Karndl, Jullundur and Amritsar. iy ,

Statement No. XXXI.

The above remarks show that the figures we are now dealing with are
not free from doubt. The attention of Collectors will be especially ecalled to
this matter for an explanation of what is doubtful, or the correction in future
of mistakes in procedure or record whish may now exist. In the following

_ summary it has been necessary to take the figures as they are, and they pro-
bably indicate facts sufficiently for general purposes. oo «

27 (a). Ejectment of occupancy tenants.—Decrees for the ejectment of
occupancy tenants under Section 39 of the '{‘enanoy Act
were granted in 2 cases only as compared with 15 cases
in 1895-96 and 39 cases in 1894-95. Both the decrees of the present year were
passed in Hissdr. Under Sections 43 and 42 (a) of the Tenancy Act, 49 appli-
cations, as against 81 last year, were made. 'l'he largest numbers were made in
Hoshidrpur (18), and Jullandur and Gurddspur (9 each). The m:&bm'of
notices served was 112, exactly the same as last. year, but they resulted in 85
ejectment orders instead of 16. The number however, of cases in which ogeu-

- pancy tenants were actually ejected fell from 26 to 21, theugh the area from w ‘
ejectments were made rose from 305 to 442 acres. This is so, if no area was
affected by the ejectments in Gurddspur. ‘ g bl S

- The subject ,of@'suits by landlords to set aside transfers of ri htm,,
occupdncy (Statement No. XXVIIL B, Serial No. 8) calls for some ;j\oéigg .
11895-96 there were 427 such suits decided. Umballa, Ludhidna, Siglkot, G1

skl ¥ Bgetée bid oot dnah, Hk Jullundur bad

Statement No. XXXI.

A

- Rédwalpindi had 87, Hoshidrpur 74 and Feroze
show that 507 such cases ¢ Wbar'wm decide
chiefly to this class of case being Ferozepore, 114,
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and Hissér, Jullandur, Gurddspur, Gujrét, and Hazira, each with between 25 and®
45 cases.  1n the extracts from district reports printed in the Appendix the
special diffieulty of dealing with these cases is pointed ont when the transfer
has been givén effect to some time before the date of suit, and the implied
consent, of the landlord to it is pleaded In such cases the Fipancial Commis- ,
sioner has recently held that if the landlord has ever consented to receive rent
from the transferee, or if no rent has been paid, has known of the transfer and has
expressed no disapproval of it for three years, he should be held to haveacquiesced.e
The setting aside of a transfer does not, of course, directly benefit the layd-
lord, as the tenant must be put into the same position as he had before the
transfer, but it may be to the lundlord’s interests to refuse transfers, ¢.g., when the

- transfer or is heirless. The transferee, however, is beginning to know that unless
the Jandlord’s consent has been secured he can be ejected atany moment without
any claim to the tenant’s right in land for any money advanced by him, and in

* this_way the présent provisions of the law act in preventing a tenant from
borrowing money ou his right of occupaney. It has been noticed that land-
lords are generally allowed to sue on payment of a stamp fee calculated upon
the land revenue of tfe holding in question, whereas the stamp fee due should
be calculated upon the value of the consideration for which the transfer was

made, & .
27 (b). The following table gives the chief figures for, the past four
yeays relating to ejectment proceedings against tenants who have no right of
occupancy, viz. =

b i e b S 0 I ST e e

3 ’ 2 8 | 4 I b S e 8
G P s L U TR N KoECTMENTS ACTUALLY] o
‘ & j NUMBER OF RIECTMENTS. MADE UNDER PROCESS s
| 88 OF A Revesvs Covrr.] %8
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° .
TR RS R T e O S T 80 1,425 5,358 5,106 | 86,673 866
.
1804-95 16,115 55 1,585 ats 4,618 | 54,190 1,016
1895-96 .9 o 20,540 140 - 1,680 5,626 5,073 56,806 < 1.37;
NAROB00 b e Bias o | 28,202 36 1,380 6320 | .6250 | 50,240 1,043
Ao

1 The prevailing distress in most districts is alleged as the cause of an
increase of ejectments, though, as Mr. Cunningham remarks, the distress should
~ primd _facie rather have raised the value of tenants and prevented proeeedings
~againat them than the reverse. But tenants were unablesto pay their full rents,
 and whére there was demand for land it was, as pointed out in the Hoshidrpur
sJullundur reports, to the landlords’ interest to eject cash paying tenants and
ﬁﬂq&ut& whose rents being fixed as a share of the produce would allow
pdlords to participate in the benefits of the present high prices. The e
| fuctuations 1n district figures of ejectments actually made
llows.s They increased by about 94 per cent. in Gurddspur, by about 50
at. in G’m’gﬁon and Amritsar, by sbout 30 per cend. in Sidlkot and abouat
Hissdr, while they decreased iy ahowt 16 per cent. in Gujrit
cent. in Delhi. No special rcasons are assigned. In Jhang
nts took place, as compared with none in the previous year, and
@ reason is thaﬂh:&di rented by thestenants concerned is
] ‘influence of the *Chendb Canal. In Ferozepore matters
o .

year, and 491 ejectments took phace.
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“that the subject is dne of sufficient importance to justify action be

 only such canals as dre connected with colonisation
the charge of Collectors. Attention is “also in

‘ . i .~-v..‘_" , ‘é v ’;. »
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I'he remarks of the Deputy Commissioners of Umballa and Hoshidrpur,
printed irf the Appendix, again call attention to a matter that was noticed last
year. In cases of mortgages in which the mortgagor is under the impression

« that he will be allowed to remain in possession mortgagees often secure their

ejectment as tenants-at-will. More care in attesting mutations is one remedy
for this evil which Collectors should insist on. _ S
2,423 tenants out of 25,292 served with notices, or 10 per

- eent., claimed occupancy rights, and of the claimants 1,043, or 43 per cent.,

established their claims. Last year 3,058 claims were made and 1,378 estab-
lished, being 15 per cent. of claims on notices, and 45 per cent. of claims which
succeeded. The figures for the Delhi Division, excluding Umballa and Simla,
show the greatest variations on last year. In the districts in question there were ¢
664 claims in 18°5-96, but only 541 in 1896-97. But whereas last year tenants
succeeded in 166 or 24 per cent. of the claims made, this year the percentage of
success with 140 decrees in their favour rose to 41. T'he figures for Hissér differ
most from those of last year. Claims in that distriet fell from 316 to 141; and
successful cases rose from 29 to 48. In-the Jullundar Division claims and sue-
cessful eases fell generally. Ferozepore was the distriet with the largest figures, re-
cording 546 cases as compared with 674.in 1895-96, but the number and perceut-
age of sucdessful cases fell very largely in this distriet, being 537 or 79 per cent. in
the former vear, and 222 or 41 per cent. in the year under report. In the Lahore
Division claims and successful cases fell slightly, except. in Jhang, where 43
cnses were iustituted all successfully, as compared with 8 cases, all succeSsful,

in 1895-96. 'I'he Lahore Division had only 389 claims in all, less than the
pumberin Ferozepore by itself In the Rdwalpindi Division there was an increase
of cases, except in Gujrdt and Jhelum, though successful claims, on the whole,
decreased except in Shahpur, whére, however, the total number of cases was
small. In Jhelum there were 225 claims (137 successful) in 1896-97 and
379 claims (141 successful) in 1895-96. KEjectment cases and consequently
claims to occupancy rights in answer to notices are few in the Peshdwar
and Derajit Divisions. Hazira had an increase from 38 to 85, the percent-
age of success being 26 in 1895-96 and 39 in 1896-97. Claims in Peshdwar
decreased from 84 to 55, though of the less number more were success-
ful— 36 as compared with 32. About the same number of claims were made
in Bannu ir both years, but whereas 10 claims succeeded in 1895-96, 29 were
decreed in favour of the tenants in 1896-97. ; - &

These figures do not show any tendency, as alleged, on the part of
landlords to proceed against tenants during the scarcity in the ecpegtation that

- they would not have means to carry on the proceedings to prove rights of pecu-

pancy. But it would appear probable that where scarcity was felt tenants were
more reluctant than in ordinary years to go to the expense of  contesting
vjectment ; and, as a rule, did not contest them unless they had a fairly strong
case to go upon. An extract appended from the report of the Deputy Com-
missioner of Kdngra calls attention to what appears to be a defect in the law.'
It is said that landlords, who have tenants paying rent in kind, only nomi-
nally effect the division of the produce by batdi and leave their share with their
tenants, and then claim it in the Civil Courts as a deposit instead of in the
Revenue Courts as rent. Such cases would undoubtedly be more appropris
dealt with by the Revenue than by the Civil Courts, but it does not

upon it. 1t would be well if Collectors in districts where batdi
‘the rule would notice it in their reports next year. ; e

"I'he questions of reducing the period of limitation to one year
of arrears of produce rents has been noted among suggestions for tl
ment of the Punjab T'enancy Act. et g

. ' SECTION VI—OTHEK ACTS.

28, Northern India Canal Diainage *Act.—The

irrigation have been noticed elsewhere. In this pla
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Karnil report in which Mr. Connolly notices the constmstifon of, the useful
Sarsuti Canal at the expense of the District Board. The subject of water-

 logging due to cantl irrigation in Shahpur, in Umballa and elsewhere has been
nonocg in the District reports, and is engaging the attention of the authoritied.-

y .

5 28 (a). OChendb Canal.—Captain Popham Young's annual report on the .
Colonisation of the Chendb Colony will be found in Appeundix D, #nd shows
that he is continuing the excellent work which he has so well commencede
The colonisation of the Rakh Bramch is now practically complete. That
of the Jhang Branch is proceeding satisfactorily, 117,162 acres having been
allotted to settlers during the year. T'he selection of grantees for the whole

% areareserved for capitalists and yeomen was done by the Financial Commissioner
during the year, the conditions for settlers having been approved by Govern-
foent. Much useful work has been done in connection with the records and

+ tenancy registem of the Colony, and the tenants have been carefully. watched to
see that they really do settle in their allotments. The ‘Colonisation Officer
has interested himself in improvements in the colony generally, and the whole

! tract is extremely gprosperous. This has had a disturbing effect on tenants
of neighbouring districts where conditions are harder, and as for the settlers
‘themselves it is hoped that their present prosperity may not lead them to adopt
habits of extravagance, which they may not be able to keep up when with
more extended irrigation and normal prices they are not so well off as now.
Ingthe yedr 465,836 acres of irrigated crops were matured, and the total area
of matured crops was 474,392 acres. These figures show a great increase over
those of the previous year as follows :—

t

KuARIY, Rasl. ToraL,
Irrigated. |Unirrigated. | Irrigated. | Unirrigated.| Irrigated. Unirrigated.
YRS i ‘ i S
A Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres, Acres. Acres,
189596 ... 119,307 1,000 168,875 | . 20 288,182 1,920
. .
189697 ... 174,467 6,409 | 201,369 2,087 #65,836 . 8,556

‘On the Rakh Branch the irrigation far exceeded the amount guaranteed,

*as the Colonisation Officer points out. The total receipts from water-rates, land

revenue, cesses and mdlikina rose on the Rakh Branch from Rs. 12,85,023 to

R 17,62,786, while the Jhang Branch also yitlded income for the first

time this year to the extent of Rs. 1,114, making the total receipts in the colony

Rs. 17,63,850. Work on the Gugera Branch is in a forward state, and in view

_ of the €arly commencement of colonisation there, the Financial -Commissioner

o has lately submitted proposals for the distribution of the available area among
. various classes of settlers.

; ; ~ 28¢(b). Sidhnai Canal.—"'he settling of colonists continued during the
.~ year, though this is not particularly noticed in the District Report. The con-
~ ditions for settlers were revised during the year with a view to make it obliga-
\lmg on new settlers to build well§ and divide their fields into compartments,
and also in order to allow them to acquire rights of occlipancy in their holdings.
e cahal was remarkably free of silt during the year, and having been lately
cléhved, irrigated more thau last year in spite of the extreme lowness of the
R h, R e : .
98 (¢). Sohdg-Pdra.~1he area irrigated by this canal fell from 69,987
' %7@ acres. The Ghark Gharkdna Canal was taken over by the Dig-
ard of Montgomery 'dgﬁp% the year, and therepippears to be scope for
' the management by the Board o} ether such zaminddri ®anals,
ers are unable to combine and make the best of them.

halk  Oonal~The irrigation from this canal in the
i mm It._amounted to 103800 acres as compared

year.* The Government share of the incdte rose
"‘0"’33“":; ‘ this establishmént charges are paid] and@

S

- * '
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' expenditmonwp;irs which cost Rs. 5,651 as against Rs. 5,160 in 1895-96.
The net income to Government was Rs. 17,882 The zamindirs have agreed to
pay half the cost of a new branch which is expected to be very profitable, and
a proposal for the construction of this branck: has accordingly been subfhitted
by the Collector. " .

25 (e). Ferozepore Canals,—As was anticipated last year the con-
‘traction of the area irrigated by these canals has been only temporary. The
complaints regarding ‘involuntary irrigation’ which led to the issue of orders
in December 1895, with the object of keeping water of the fields of those
who did not desire it, have caused improvements in the distribution of the
supply and a better control over it by the canal establishment. The supply
has been strictly limited to those who demand water, and the resull of thiw
has been that dbnoshes generally are eager to apply for irrigation, not the "
least eager being those who were foremost in complaining sbout, an excessive
supply in 1895. The Daulatwah for instance, in 1895-96, on account of the
absence of demand, performed no irrigation and was kept g]osed. In 1896-97
it irrigated 1,831 ghumaos. There have been similarly increases in the area
irrigated by eack one of the other canals, except the Fdzilwah,, with the
result that the total area irrigated by all the canals lias increased by 22,162 .
ghumaos, or 50 per cent., from 44,639 acres in 1895-96 ‘0 66,801 acres in the
year under report. The Fzilwah did badly because the river assuped a very
unfavourable position at its head early in the irrigating season and the. cdhal -
was silted up : a new and better head has however been found, and an improve- .
ment in the working of this canal is now expected. The flood level of the
river was higher than in the last year, and this, with the' want of rain and the
discovery by the dbnoshes that they would not get water unless they asked
for it, was the cause of the general increase of irrigation. 'he direct resalt
of this increase was a decrease in the establishment rate, distributed among
dbnoshes, from 6 annas per ghumao in 1895.96 to 4 annas in 1896-97, expendi-
ture on repairs and improvements averaging 10 annas per ghumao being also
collected from them according to the individual circumstances of each canal. An
extension of the Aghawah was accomplished asa famine work in Tahsilg -
Moga and Zira, but this was not completed in time to affect the irrigated area
with which the present reportis concerned. The credit of making this exten-
sion is due to Rdi Maya Das, Extra Assistant Commissioner, who continued to
ably manage the canals during the year, and whose good work has been
specially commented on. : : - %

-

e
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28 (f). The Barkat Ali Khan (anal in Mooltan continued  to ‘do
very badly. The Financial Commissioner thought that its successful working
was hopeless and recommended its abandonment. But Government has decided
totconsider its improvement and retain it for further expericnoe of ifs cap-
abilities, - ‘ Vi e )

28 (g) Kdbul River Canal.—Under the management of th.e..Depmy
Commissioner of Peshdwar, who was again ably assisted by Khin Bahddor
Sheikh Sher Muhammad, the Kdbul River Canal did eyen better than was a :
pated last year. The expenditure on establishment, improvements and reg
amounted to Rs. 20,185, but in consequence of the application of differ
on crops and the increase of the irrigated area from 22,716 acres |
the income went up to Rs. 1,12,884, The net profit thus amounted
or 20-6 per cent. on the capital of Rs. 4,47,497. The income from m
Rs. 22,803, and was, asanticipated last year, sufficient to payfor the v

canal. Aftention bas been paid to the improvement of th

*the construction and repair of syphons and culverts,
 of zilladdrs’ quarters has also been provided. - The
September 1897, but it 'was ;egamd by 3rd Octobe
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‘Cothmissioner. its maintenance is to be supervised by the' lixecative Engineer,
' Swit River Oanal, from the commencement of the next official year. « ‘

‘ Jhe profit of the year's working on the Michni-Dallazak and the Doaba.
. Feeder Canals amounted to 22'5 per cent., but if the charges om account of the
latter, which are paid by the District Board, areexcluded from the caleulation,

~ the percentage is 25. /The extracts from the Deputy Commissioner’s report,
printed below, show the difficulties under which these canals have been worked ®
on account of excessive silting ; and under the circumstances their working has
beén very satisfactory, the area irrigated by them having been 1,315 acres in
Kharif 1896 and 1,722 in Rabi 1897, or a total of 8,037 acres in the year.

‘The Shabkadar brancl: was completed in time to irrigate for Kharif 1897
- bt not in time to affect the figures for the year under report. ;

. 28 (k). 1fwas decided during the year to colonise with peasant settlers,
on the lines followed 1n the Chendb Colony, an area of about 36,700 aeres in
Labore. Thisland formed part of certain Government rakhs in the Chiinidn tahsfl,

+ and was brought und® irrigation from the Vahn and Handal Rédjbaliis of the
Béri Dodb Canal. Mr. E, R. Abbott, Assistant Commissioner, was. appointed to
carry out the orders of Government, and the lands to be colonised were laid
outin sqRares and demarcated into villages under his dirgctions. Act III of
1893 was applied tp them, and a Statement of conditions of grant was sanc-
tionsd by vaernment. Grants were limited ordinarily to 1 square, 2296 acres in
area, and in no case were to exceed 2 squares, colonists being drawn, except with
the special sanction of the Financial Commissioner, from the Lalore District. One-’
fifth of the squares in each mauza are to remain unallotted to start with as a
reserve, aud will be allotted later on if necessary. Initial remissions of all charges
for the first year and of half charges for the second year of each tenancy were
sanctioned. The charges to be paid were fixed at 5 annas per annum per acre

' Jand revenue, 6 annas per acre on 50 per cent. of each holding wahri pnrta, and
cesses on land revenue and nehri parta at the rate obtaining in the Lahore

. district. Occupiers’ rates are also due at the gemeral Biri Doib Canal rates

~ and mdlik ina, which commencmg at ® annas per acre per annum in the third year
of gach tenancy will be iuncreased after 3 years to Re. 1 per acre per apnum
and after 10 years to Rs. 2 per acre per annum. After 5 years, if, ke has com-
plied with all tbe co'nditions, each tenant will be entitied to occupancy rights,

~

29, Land Acquisjtion dct.—During the year under report a total area of

i o s 5,432 acres was permanc: tly acquired for Government at
Sutement 85 XX cost of Rs. 3,45,399, which gives an average rate of
Rs. 59 per acre. Out of the total 2,357 ucres w8re acquired for eanals and
9,953 acres for railways. Land acquired for railways costs more than land
~ acquired for canals, the average price for railway land being Rs. 68 per acre
 as against an average of Rs 37 per acre for canal land A total area of

529 aoves wagf"ﬁaken up temporarily at a cost of Rs. 7,420, or Rs. 14 per acre.

| The oldest pending case is the Dera Ghdzi Klan case which has been refer-

ju previous reports. The returns of Hissir, Gurgdon, Mooltan, Réwalpindi
Dera Ismail Khan all show cases dating from 1895 as still undecided.

The rﬁs gigters of railway lands prescribed in paragraph L of Revenue

‘No. 51 are gradually being checied and correcteds In Rdwalpirdi, how-

5 "h}g has yet been doma,and the Financial Commissioner has under
‘nvﬂ_!P*‘“P?“l to Pi‘koe an officer on special duty for this work.

yyment of small sums of compensation by money order has been

) India and the necessary arrangements have *

» Department. '

cial Commissioner is at present revising Cjrcular No. 54, and it

consolidated circular will be issaed duting the present yeur.

or lmﬁnuement and Agriculturists Loans

] X71 of 1884).— At the*beginning of

r under report the Financial Commis-
allotments mado to him for ok
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% .. . These various gmnts were allotted J)y the Fmancul Oommmonen to
Qommmslonera as follows :— :

Grant ( !)-—

Bﬂ- y s : '.' ”

Delbi o4 e e ™ 080,000%0r ased snd catile. (E b
=y 10,000 for seed. e 4
Jollondar.. .. v e .. < 8,000 for wells. e
2,000, Ach XIX of‘1683, .0
ey 80,000 for seed. ‘ .
Rawalpinii P ok 30,300 for oo,tt}‘e and leed it
* Peshawar ... 30,000 for seed and cattle.
f ; 35,000 for seed.
4,600 for cattle. !
‘ Derajét .t . 3,000 for seed and cattle.
¢ 4,000 for wells. j
. ‘i 500 for fodder. | % )

All these allotments (amounting to Rs. 2,68,400) were made dumng the season
of rabi sowings. ‘I'he balance of the Financial ‘Commissioner's allotment of
Rs. 3,00,000 lapsed at the close of the ﬁnanoml year. ;

Grant (2)— . \
: Rs.
RO T T LT e T O
Jullandar ... .. e e g e 50,000 o L
Lahore A Sl T ool emnitil v ane L IROOLO00 b B
I ROV A RS P S T VT e e |
i | R I L b T T
Den]tt S 2 AR Rl RO e S
'{‘he balance of Rs. 18,000 was kept injreserve. ¢ g T |
Gront (3)— ' X o i
< I R R S
? MR 1o e R B R

'I,'he balance of Rs. 1,60,000 was kaptby ﬁhe Fmtmual: [
yeserve in case of nisforesssn demandﬂ Rs. 4,000 were subseq
. Hagzéra and Rs. 21,000 to the Du'a}(t. %us the

Commissioners during the year
Bm 1 80 000 allotted on Novemggtsitg
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: . During the year correspondence has taken place between *the Punjab
‘Government and the Government of India as to whether the presefit system of

¢+  'making fakdvi advances to settlers on the Chenib Canal to enable them to meet
‘the initial expenditure laid upon them to meet the cost of surveys, water-courses ,
should be continued or not. The Government of India, in their letter No. 4821
of 3rd November 1897, have sanctioned the continuance of the present system
on the Chendb Canal, but have desired that the system should not be extended
to 2ther cases. Bl

As usual the accounts of the Revenue Departmsut have been compared
‘with those of the Accountant-General, and the discrepancies are being recon-
ciled.
31 (u). Land Improvement Loans Aect (XIX of 1883).—During the
* months of Oct8bey, November and December 1896 the Financial Commis-
sioner fouad it necessary, owing to the scantiness of the funds at his disposal
and to the urgent demands for mouney for loans under Act XII of 1884, to
westrict the amoun®s available for leans under Act XIX of 1883 Sub-
sequently by the orders of the Government of India contained in Circular
No. 331;F. of 8th February 1897 loans for ordinary land improvements
other tfan those made in tracts in which relief was required, were forbidden.

. These orders were, however, partially modified by Government of
India letter No 458% of 14th July 1897, which allowed the payment of instal-
ments of loans under the Land Improvement Loans Act sanctioned prior to
the issue of the orders contained in the Circular of 8th February 1897.
This, however, was a small matter, and the general result has been
sthat most of the applications presented for loans under Act XIX of 1885 have had
to be refused. It is true the figures in Statement No. XXVI skew advances of _
Rs. 2,22,149 as against Rs. T,89,706 in 1895-96. Most of these advances were, -
however, made on the Chendb Canal, and were not true advances for land im-
provement.

The number of new wells constructed with the help of faldni was 14 in
Roltak, 28 in Jullundar, 18 in Ferozepore, 55 in Mooltaxr, 13 in Montgomery,
23 in Lahore, 47 in Sidlkot, 18 in Gujrdt, 17 in Riwalpindi, and 11 in Muzaffar-

h. In other districts the number constructed was small. "In all 231 new
swells were made and 50 old wells repaired with the aid of takdvi. ''wo thousand
othree hundred and twemty-six new wells were constructed and 1,437 old wells
repaired at private expenss,» These latter figures show an increase on those of
last year due no doubt to the efforts made by zamingirs to make good by arti-
ficial irrigation the deficiency in the rainfall. Nine hundred and seventy-eight
protective pattds were granted.

*As was to be expected arrears of repayments of loans have increaskd.
e The following are the largest arrears:—

! Rs.

' : Ferozepore A4 i o we 3,005

1 - Lahore LRt oo eis 1O DGD

¢ - Sialkot wbs e ane 4t B, A50
Gujrt DN iR s e T e s i T

Shahpur il R el AT

A il Yo Jhelum o AR Bedb .o v e 1,414
gt N Peshdwar . . - 1,078

e 31 (b). Agrioulturists Loans Aet (XII of 1884).—Prior to the year
‘ «895£8 loans under this Act were trifling inamount averaging only 69,45%
~for the

o three years 1892-93—1894.95. Last year the amount rose to
8,2

51 and in the present year to about 11} lakhs. - 1t is unfortunate that
in Statement No. XXVI do not correctlyshow the real amount
ses made. Owing %o the non-adjustment. of the accountseof the
‘advances actually made for: the kharif sowings have been
the month of December and so fall outside the yéar under report
Jlly made within that year. The actual amonnt advanced in Hissir
“as far as can be ascertained, Rs. 4,41,510, and not R 88,961,
in Statement No. XXVI. This brings up the provincial total
in the statement to Rs. 11,18,113, S



‘added that only persons who had no credit and could not borrow m&w h

- were made for loans for seed
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: The | following are the districts in which the largest advances were-
made :— ; e

. W : : : Rs. .
- Hissir .. PRREIA . §id - e 441,510 i
Delbi ... - W o e . 80,896 .
b 27 Karndl M 7 i 2oy vl | BT8R
v Ferozepore ... WO | i |
Lahore... /.. J¥e Ay $ i 50,345
Sidlkot SRR
Gujranwala ... e gy N 31,520
Jhelum 53,248 ¢
Rawalpindi ... e 35,108
Dera Ismail Khan ... Oes 53,099

The cause of the increase in loans under this head is of course the wide-
spread scarcity which has been described in preceding puragraphs of this report.
Plough-cattle died in large numbers and had to be replaced at a time when the
zamindir’s credit was bad and loans from banids were only to be had at exorbit-
ant interest: seed grain was scarce and dear—even an inferior grain like bdjra-
rising as high as 5 sérs to the rupee at sowing time —and the small landholder and
tenant, had no money with which to buy. "The necessity of Governnvent takjing
upon itself the part which is usnally undertaken by the bavia in ordinary seasons -
was early recognized, and liberal advances were made possible by the :
additional allotment of 13 lakhs of rupees made during tle year. Oneof the
reasons why in ordinary years loans from Government are only sparingly asked
for is no doubt the knowledge that, owing to the scantiness of funds, it is
very doubtful whether an advance even if asked fog wiil be granted. During the

"present year this reason was removed, and it was well known that funds were

available to wmeet all reasonable demands. 'T'his knowledge also gave Deputy

Commissioners a greater interest in the work and permitted them to make

special arrangements for the speedy and easy advance of money which are

impracticable in years when there is only a pittance to be doled out. Aswill be-
seen from the extracts from the District Reports of Hissdr, Delli, and Umbalia.

The advances in those districts were made to zaminddrs on the spot, and the usual’
delay and trouble of frequent jourceys to the tahsil were avoided. The same

plan was probably followed in other districts also. A4 the same time dues
precautions were taken that loans should not be made except on -sufficient

gecurity, should not be dpvoted to purposes other than those for which

they were granted, and that the money should not be given except at seasons

when seed could profitably be sown and cattle could be bought with some hope

of'their finding sufficient fodder. To secure these ends several circulavs were-
issued from this office. By Circular No. 388 of 22nd Oectober 1896 it was
pointed out that loans should not be given for the purchase of food or to take -
the place of famine relief ; that money for purchase of seed should be given only

in tracts where it hdd been astertained that sowings were practicable ; and that -
loans for cattle should be granted only if fodder was available, and if the cattle -
could be purchased in time to allow of ploughings being completed. This
circular at the same time allowed Assistant. Commissioners, Extra Assistant
Commissioners and Tabsflddrs to advance small loans on their own authority,

subject only to formal sanction by the Deputy Commissioner. Om%m i

No. 2450 of ath May 1897, directed that lists of persons requiring help under
Act XII of 1884, or from charitable funds should be,pr?élua%ng at onc

Land Agriculturists Loans Act should be entered as entitled to free ﬁi
Generally speaking these instructions were carried out by :
Commissioners with zeal afd care, In Hissir over 18 of
advanced for the kharff sowings, and the resnlt was that
district was the largest ever reaped. In nearly every
crop, which has beert secured, was in large part sos
the saifie time the reports show thatin some distr
¢aken of the pmi’f.atmwé} ey.
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credit could be the only reason for refusing such loans in a year like ghat which

bas just passed, and insufficiency of credit would entitle the #pplicant to
an adwance from charitable funds. The figures, however, show that at most

only a few of those to whom loans were refused were allomed grants from

charitable funds. Again in the District Report from Jhang the following
sentence oceurs :—* Large »dvances under this head (i, e., Act XII of 1884)
would have been made, had not the relief fund contribnted Rs. 85,000 fore
the purchase of well and plough cattle.” Here charitable relief has been allowed

to usurp the place of Governmeant loans and to become a substitute for them

instead of a supplement to them.

On the whole however it may be said that takdvi loans materially contri--
*  bfited to save the Province from a continuance of scarcity, have enabled many

- +hundreds of zamiuddrs to keep out of the clutches of the money-lender, and have
for the future tangRt the people generally that in times of distress they may
look to Government for help and not be disappointed.

Arrears of refayments have naturally risen greatly and now amount to
Re. 87,637 as against Rs. 8,039 at the end of last year. The districts showing
the largest arrears are: Lahore, Rs. 24,502; Sidlkot, Rs. 14,352 ; and Jhelum,
Rs. 13,855, Hissdr, Rohtak, Delhi, Karnidl, Ferozepore, Gurddsour, Gujrit,
Gujrdanwdla, Shahpur, Riwalpindi and Kohdt also show amocfints of over
Rs. 4,000 in arrear,

32. Indian Forests Act (VI of 1878).—The settlement of the Lhalsa
forests in Kdngra was sanctioned during the year, but the jagir forests still
remain to be dealt with. The Shahpur rakhs, which had before been under the
management of the Deputy Commissioner, were made into a Forest Division, and
placed under the charge of a Deputy Conservator. Orders on Mr. Wilson’s
report on the settlement of the Salt Range rakhs were received after the year
closed, and the report on the other rakhs has been received and is under the
Financial Commissioner’s consideration, Some difficulties have been experienced,
as noted in the extract from the Deputy Commissioner’s report printed in the
Appendix, regarding the management of grazing without the intgrveuntion of
* Klfatri middlemen. It is to besregretted that the attempt to deal directly with
the zaminddrs has temporarily failed. The difficulties in the matter will
douBtless be evercome, but it is to be noticed that the Commissioner does not
segard the system of middlemen as altogether bad. The future management of
the Khwdrd and Zira forests formed the subject of a ecareful joint report by
Mr., Lorimer, Assistant Commissioner, and Mr. Hoghton, Deputy Conservator
of Forests, but this has not yet been submitted to Government as further informa-
tion is being called for. The report on forest fires referred Lo in last year's report
was forgarded to Government. In Hazica the decrease in fires during the year
has been due to fortuitous causes, but it has been decided to adopt a policy
- * of concession with regulated firings us a preventative of fires in future. As to

vdngra the Financial Commissioner has advised that the effects of the recent
 gettlement should be observed before further action is taken. T'he case of
kg @Riwwlpindiremains for disposal as no,report Las yet been received from the
 Commissioner, A grass rakh for the cavalry regiment at Dera Ghizi Khan
. was set apart in the Chihi rakhs.

83 Business returns.—The number of cases d?sposed of by Revenue
‘ Wm%"‘“- xxvinn Officers duringthe last three years was as follows —_

s

- T : y B .
. Civil and :
gl i3 : ke ity Revenue Revenue
oYear. Ry Oriminal. | 5,4 cases. [OMoers' cases|  TotAL.
y Vil mu. ]
" H S0 g J : . .
; o | ‘, - ) D YR
v i 7 40408 34,083 [ 135,004 | 310,505
A 1anese | 32819 [° 152467 928,576
. ',lﬂ}ll' 37,004 | 174257 | 853,'7?2’
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; Ou‘work was thus a good deal heavier than in the preceding year, and
as far as reVenue cases are concerned the districts which show the principal
increages are Delhi, Umballa, Ferozepore, Gurdispar, Sidlkot, Dera Ismail Khan
and Dera Ghdzi Khan. In Peshdwar the settlement has closed, and so there has
been a large decrease because of the cessation of cases relating to the distribu-
tion of revenue over holdings and other subjects connected with assessment.

¢ There has been a considerable decrease in Mooltan, which is unexplained. In. .
other districts, except Gurddspur, where the cause of increase is chiefly nominal
certain figures baving been omitted from last year’s returns by mistake, the
g:incipal canses of variation are shown by Statomeut No. XXVIII B to have

n in the following classes of cases, excluding cases regarding tenants, writs -

and processes which have been separately considered, viz. : — i
" Number of cages.
Cases concerning— 1895.96.  “1896-97.
Adjustment, suspension or remission of rent 3. 583
Suspension of land revenue b8 2,140 s 6,309
Remission of land revenue ... 785 532
Boundaries and survey marks w4808, 4,465 =
Other matters under the Land Revenue Act 12,281 13,738
Takévi for improvements ... 1,577 5,656 4

Do, vl . e an e 1520 99,984 of

Income-tax ... e 12158 12,449

All these variations except those relating to bcundaries and survey
marks are directly due to the famine and scarcity. Boundary cases have
increased chiefly in Jhang, where the Deputy Commissioner is systemati-
cally checking the condition of boundary marks. But in addition to the
kinds of cases noted above the scarcity caused very heavy work, in particular
districts like Hissdr especially, in counection with test works, famine relief
~works, land acquisition for relief works, the distribution of “gratuitous -
charitable relief and the like, while in many districts additional work was
also thrown on to Revenne Officers in connegtion with the military expedi-
tions on the, frontier for which transport had to be collected and other :
arrangements had to be made with the assistance of the Civil authorities.
Famine, scarcity and the military operations have taken up so much time that.
disposals have not altogether kept pace with institution®. But pending files con-
tain chiefly cases concerning income-tax, partitions, the gollection Jf revenue,
the rectification of boundary marks and heavy cases which' take time and re-

uire local inspections such as applications for reduction in- assessment. On
&e whole, considering the strain under which work had to be performed, the
results of the year cannot be regarded as anything but satisfactory.  °

83 (a). Appellate work.—The appellate work disposed of by Collectors *
in the year under report and the two preceding years compare as under ;—

TR T T e S T e e L

. Revenue Revenue

Year. judicial executive CPatals s

e appeals, appeals. s

— : S ‘ \ .-“-‘—'T—“J ‘1.44.'_\ s

1894-95 A ‘. 2,916‘ ! 1,485" e
. ('m5°96 ‘.u. .y e e e X .‘t_-' T 3’1f’7 1 j by ‘“V“

t f o
-V MRS PPN O S T v e 3,235

years,

e
. 5

¢ There is a grad:ml incréasecdnfillg the three
very great. ‘The average number of revenue judi
104, but to make up this average Simla cor




L : ) . .
. 57 .

ik ‘The arithmetical average per district of revenue execuffve appeals
~ i8 50, but only eleven districts had 50 or more cases. The highest” returns are
: fwm Umballa (182), Jhelum (130), Jullundur (132) and Rdwa pmdx (120).

. . The average of success fell from about 23 last year to 22 in revenue judi-
cial appeals, and from 89 to 85 in revenue executive appeals. In Delhi, Jhang

- and Montgomery only 8, 5 and 2 appeals succeeded, out of 70, 57 and 31 in-,

- stitutions. The percentages of successtul revenue executive appeals were 5C or
over in Dera Gluge Khan, Réwalpindi and Hazéra.

The number of appeals decided by Commissioners during the past three
years was as follows :—

L J
. Revenue Court)Revenue execn-
Year. appeals. tive appeals. Total.

A3

1894.95 ... 737 2,685 3,422
- .

1895-96 ... 462 2,874, 3,336
NIRRT S Tl i e ke 597 2,609 3,206

P —— N— —— e ey s

The greater number of the revenue court appeals were decided by the
Commissioners of Delhi (108), Jullundur (140) and Rdwalpindi (202), and the
Commissioners of Rdwalpindi (822) and Jullundur (615),also had the heaviest
work in revenue executive appeals, together with the Commissioner of Lahore

(520).

The average of success last year was 31 per cent. in revenue court appeals,
and 22 per cent. in revenue case appeals. This year it fell to 17 in the former
und rose to 24 in the latter.

The Settlement Comlmssloner, Punjab, was invested with the powers
of 8 Commissioner to dispose of certain classes of cases connected with settle-
Jment proceedings, and decided 21 revenue executive appeals, none of which was

accepted,,

*  The Statement below gives figures relating te the appellate work of the
Financial Commisgioner for the last three years—

< wico
Revexnve CoUurr cases. Revenve Ovvicers’ cases.

YEAk.
Appeals. | Revisions, Appeals, Revisiona.

ABOMAS e we el e 70 598" 113 324

i » w : e LLLl s e LA 22 575 90 m
b A ) A
rw’ um’ 97 "' i 2h Mg o x| 21 560 71 f 317.

Settlement Gommiulow, Punjab, was mveuipd with the powers of a
Y e certain cases yhich the Hon'ble Mr.,Rivaz
spose of ; and in the above figures are moluded
~of by him. Only 3 revenue court appea
itiv -were successful. In re mon about 4 nt
plications and‘& wr oent- of revenue t:ocutxve ap

.
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SECTION VII.—MISCELLANEOUS.

84. Local rate~The balance due on account of former years was
R s Rs. 1,21,827, and the demand for the year under ‘report
R amounted to Rs. 29,95,758.  Out of this, total demand of
. Rs. 81,17,585, Rs. 27,51,820 were coliected, Rs. 18,875 were remitted,
- and the balance at the end of the year was Rs. 8,51,800. Of this B:s. 63,444
on account of former years and Rs. 2,61,727 on account of 1896-97 is shgwn
as’ recoverable and is under suspension in consequence of the suspensions
of land revenue which it was found necessary to make. The reasous already
given for differences in the district land revenue demands, as compared
with last year, and for remissions and suspensions of land revenue, explain
differences and suspensions and remissions on account of local rate. ‘

35. Government litigation.—Statement No. XXXV shews that Govern-
ment was a party to 61 suits during the year. Of these 32 were decided for
Government, 4 were compromised, 2 were withdrawn by the opposite parties, 1
was decided partly against Government and 22 were pending at the end of
the year. Of the total number 38 were original suits, of which 20 were decided
in favour of Government and 1 partly against Government: the rest were
compromised, withdrawn, or are still pending. Of the 23 appeal and
revision cases, 12 were decided in favour of Government and nqne against
Government. Appendix A shows the amount of litigation conducted by ‘the
Government Advocate and his Junior. They carried through 27 original suits
and 23 appeal and revision cases. Of the original cases 15 were sucecessful, 3
were compromised, 1 decided partly againgt Government, and the rest are still
pending. Of the appeals, &c., 12 were decided for Government,1 was com-

. Promised and 10 were pending at the close of the year. The results of Govern-
ment litigation were therefore satisfactory. Three hundred and forty-seven
references were made to the Government Advocate during the year, being' 21
less than the average for the past five years. ;

Statement XXXVII shows that realizations by Government of amounts
due under decrees are not altogether satisfactory. Of a total of Rs. 8,968 due
to Governmeng, only Rs. 2,646 were realized. Mr. Sinclair and Mr. Robinson
held the posts of Government Advocate and Junior Government Advogate,
respectively, throughout the year.

86. Tours of Commissioners—Mr, R. Clarke held charge of sthe Delhi
Division during the whole year. He visited every district in his Division, and
including the time he halted at Simla was on tour for 191 days.

: Colonel Massy was Commissioner of Jullundur, except for the period
between 7th April 1897 to 30th September 1897, when he took leave, and
Mr. T. Gordon Walker officiated for him. Colonel Massy spent 100 days on tour, «
and Mr. Walker spent 52, and every head-quarters office and treasury and
every tahsil office and treasury in the Division was inspected. The five Native
States with which the Commissioner is connected were also all visited.

Lieutenant-Colonel Hutchinson, who remained in charge of the Lahore
Division during the yesr, spent 104 days on tour. He inspected the head-
quarters and several tahsils in every district, and he also visited the Chamba

State. |

' : ‘ I e

From 1st October to 3rd November 1896, Mr. M., L. Dames ‘was
“ Commissioner of the Réiwalpindi Division, and he was then succeeded by the
Hon’ble Mr. Thorburn, who, however, on 2nd March 1897, gave over
charge to Lieutenant-Colonel Montgomery till 6th of April when he
returned from special duty to the Commissionership, which he retained for the
rest of the year. Mr. Dalnes toured for 17 days and Mr, Thorburn for 23

days, and all ¢he districts of the Division were visited, NS 2004

~ Mr, Merk, 0.8.1., was Commissioner of Peshdwar
- the yegr and up till 8th April 1897. He was then relieved b
. Rickard Udny, &.0.5.1.) who held charge of the Division up
1897. Ono‘hundredandt%rtyfﬁgh:i%l were spent o




3 ke

@ -d ;

" ) . i
-wisited various places in all the three districts of the Division, Sir R. Udny havin
.also been considerably occupied with political business in conngttidn with
disturbances on the frontier. :

 Mr. H. A. Anderson, 0.s.1., continued to hold charge of th& Derajit during
‘the whole of the year. He was on tour for 108 days, and visited every district in
his Division, and also went into the Tochi Valley on political business in con-

nection with the Madda Khel outbreak. e

¢ .
Lieutenant-Colonel Montgomery was Settlement Commissioner from 7th

- April 1897 to the end of the year. He toured for 25 days, and visited Montgomery,

‘Multén, Jhelum, Dera Ghizi Khan, Muzaffargarh and Lyallpur to consult with

the Settlement Officers and the Colonisation Officer, Chendb colony ; and he also

toured through the Dipdlpur tahsil of Montgomery before reviewing the Assess-
ment Report of thatetahsil.

- 37. District Reports.—The more important passages of the District
Reports have been extracted and printed in the Appendix. The Financial
- Commissioner does not think it necessary to submit any report specially for
the perusal of Government, but desires to mention as being the best and most
oarefulﬁvprepared the reports by Mr. Wilson, Deputy Commissioner of Réwal-
pindi, Major Egerton, Deputy Commissioner of Sidlkot, Mr. Diack; Settlement
Offiger, Dert Ghdz1 Khan, Major Inglis, Deputy Commissioner of Hoshidrpur,
Mr. Maclagan, Settlement Officer, Multdn, and Mr. Rose, Deputy Commissioner
of Ludhidna. The remarks of Colonel Massy and Mr. A. F. D. Cunningham,
.0.LE., among Commissioners, are all of weight and well-considered.



EXTRACTS FROM DEPUTY COMMISSIONERS' AND
: SETTLEMENT COLLECTORS REPORTS,

PART I. ; .

RAINFALL AND HARVEST.

. HISSAR DISTRICT.

———

(P. Do AGNEW, Esquice, C.S., Deputy Commissioner).
* * ¥ * * +

It appears from the returns of average rainfall of the past 25 years that an aggre-
gato of 1D inches in the year, if well distributed in time, is sufficient to matore an average
crop. During the present year the rainfall was far below the average, except in Bhiwéni,
whape the t8tal quantity which fell was sufficient in places, but was generally speaking
ill distributed in place and time. In June rainfall was too scanty to admit of large
kharif sowings. In July, when fairly good showers came, a large area was sown, but the
rain ceased in the latter part of August and held off the whole ot.September, so that crops

sown mostly dried up.
* * * * * ¥

As regards the rabi harvest, this is of less general importance in Hissdr than in
most districts. There were slight showers of rain from October to December and a small
area was sown. But the rainfall of the next five months was extremely scanty, so that
the crops sown mostly failed to come to maturity. Nearly 82 per cent. of the area sown so

failed.

ROHTAK DISTRICT.
. * (Caprin F. C. BEADON, Deputy Commissioner).

'l\he.following figures show the total rainfall by tahsils during the year under
report and the previous year :— . _

. I ot

s | 1896-97. | 1895.96,
.‘_7! iy , .

g.mmomk B il s s 5 e T e 997 | 1320

4 L R . . L . L e ew

B R e e 1157 1356

.',“Sé;xph b e e 136 | 1843

; ““s noticed in thelast annual report that the rainfall in 1895-96 was scanty®
d nnevenly distributed, and the above figures show that m the year under report matters
TS worse. The summer rains were insufficient and in places failed

80 that the kharif crop on birdni lands was very indifferents.
o, \ )

uly wa &mmmﬂlﬁmﬂﬂnﬁf hawvest, buf there was practically 10 rain
' vas required for the rahi no“w‘in%s and the winter raips were scauty,
rif was followed by a total failure of the rabi harvest on wuirri-

;&Mﬁhﬁtwl,%vour was made to make the' most™o! ,,{i'r'ﬁ.
’ ed to some extent from hot willds, and in some cases thes

ol
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The ;&m brought under the plough during the year under report as compared with

the previous year was as follows :— g

1896.97. 1895.96.
( : - ——
’ . Acres. Acres.
Kharif 441,607 416,117
Rabi 106,893 175,463

i The outturn of the harvests during the year under report may be described as
ollows :— :

(1) Kharif—
Unirrigated area <. 8 anras.
Irrigated area S |
(2) Rabi—
Unirrigated area practically we Wil .
Trrigated area «. 14 annas. (

0

GURGAON DISTRICT.

(Carraix A. E. BARTON, Deputy Commissioner).
* % * E * *

Except in Punhina and Shihjahéinpar there were slight showers at the middle of
May all over the district. These were, however, insufficient to permit kharif sowings on rain
lands but were adequate enough to open agricultural operations on irrigated area.  After
this for about a fortnight not a drop of rain fell in any part of the district, but from Spd
to 6th June there were ill-distributed rains here and there. Jatuséna, Shéhjahénpur and
Rewiri in Rewdri tahsil, Hodal and Palwal in Palwal tahsil ; Nuh and Punhéna in Nuh
and Firozpur tahsils, respectively, had sufficient rain to commence kharif sowings ; in oth
laces there was either no rain or where it rained it was inadequate. This was again
ollowed by a cessation, though occasionally there were slight and scanty showershere and
there. On 28th and 29th June again there were good showers, ‘but the distribution was
again irregular; so that, practically speaking, the kharif general rains were not received.
tiil the middle of July. The local showers received in May and June encouraged the
zamindérs to sow a much larger area, and the rains received at intervals allowed them
sufficient time to push on sowings. .

When the kharif rains actually came in July, they were unusually hea

in torrents and the Dahri areain Nuh and Firozpur gra.s ﬁcided, »,n(i1 there ywu &:ﬁgam:
to the crops in that tract, which was more than fully compensated in rabi. The abrupt
closure of the monsoon as also the prolonged drought from the middle of August to the
end of November caused & total absence of the extremely important September (Bhédon
rains, which injured the kbarif crops considerably, and a ’l’:rge area sown had fail
entirely. ;

4 * * * * o1 — o

<

DELHI DISTRICT. A

A (Carraiv H. 8. P. DAVIES, Deputy Commissioner). .
’ P e 3 0 ik i R

The rainfall was somewhat similar to that of 1895.96. The fall in June was favane.
able to good sowings, & .h.p' rains up to the middle of August wer W ?‘?‘emb;m' ]
good crop, their characteristic being hedvy showers with intervals of sunshine, Fyros ‘»
uiddl’ Y Augﬂ't, hwem,*h., be h v M "’“wth = | i o W U |
heavy rain after the 7th of August, but the r end of th A5 4
of September was marked by hot dry winds preventing in
matoring. The result was that the outturn was consid
AP AR e g

S
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. RAINFALL AND HARVEST.

£ _ -« UMBALLA DISTRICT.

(CarraiN C. G. PARSONS, Daputy Commissioner). *

The rainfall was badly below average. The average for the six tahsils was 25
The district average is accepted as about 35.

The monsoon broke in June, bat durinug the June-September period the tahgfls
showed figures of 18, 18, 22, 25, 23 and 21 instead of the average 24, 33, 30, 32, 25 and 24.
Jagédhri and Nardingarh get on an average the most rain, but instead of 33 and 82
(averages for this period) they got only 18 and 25. But what was worse, the monsoon
ended abruptly in the first week of September. Half an inch was the most rain any
tahsil receivedy in that month. The rabi sowings were, therefore, shut out. They were
very belated, one fall much taken advantage of being as late as the 28th December.
Some falls in Januaty and February averted a dead failure of the rabi; but, taken as a
whole, the harvest was considered a 5 or 6-anna one on rain lands. The kharif was not

80 bad.

inches. J

* % * * * *

KARNAL DISTRICT,

» (4. F. CONNOLLY, Esquiee, C.S., Deputy Commissioner),

The rainfall of the district during 1896-97 was much less than that in 1895-96
and much below the average as will appear from the following figures : —

|
Year. Karnal. Péanipat,. Kaithal. Rajaund. Guhla.

. 1895.96 3214 2592 1566 12:17 2361
1896.97 1826 1298 1072 10-89 2097
Difference 1365, —1294 —4:94 —198 —264
e 2072 l 2305 | 1819
R _._l e T

Al

oo
Ry

; g‘mm, ‘thp.s

The first burst of the, monsoon took place at Karnél towards the end of June, bhouﬁh
y

there had been isolated sﬁowers earlier in the month. The rainfall was genera
sufficient for starting agrienltural operations in Pénipat and in most of the Karndl tahsil
and the Gubla sub-tahsil, buy in the Kaithal tahsil and western parts of Karnél it was

altogether inadequate. e
In July the rainfall was scanty and much below the average. Only slight ang

ic

owers were received up to the 15th of the month, and although there was a

a general rainfall on the 16th and 17th, that, too, was verysmall in amount, while the subs
‘showers that fell here and there up to the 30th were again very unsatisfactory everywhere.

uent

On the 31st of July there was a good rainfall throughout which enabled the first sowings to
be made in the Nardak tract, but the rainfall during the next month was very indifferent. In
part of the Karnél tahsil and Pénipat good rain fell on the 20th—22nd August, particularl
n the Khadir, but then a fierce west wind started and lasted until well into the mont
of October, and the critical month of September passed without any rain worthy of the

ﬁ-ﬁ“! i
at the end of

L. With such a monsoon
n the month of July, clused a

An

X

*

*

*

*

*

 pame falling. The kharif in bdrdni land rapidly withered up gnd all hope of sowing
taple of the tract, vanished. '

*

the natural results followed. = The scantiness of rains, espe-
_ contraction of kharif sowin
ich had been commenced rather favourably in June, while their entire cessation
st not only seriously injured the little kharif (especially bdrdni) that

n but also greatly affected

on unirrigated

‘the sloughings, for rabi, which were consequently

very limited extent on bardni lands

d period of rainfall, via., October t}Decein‘ber, was then tically d
y very little rabi could be sown on unirrigated lands, but for the N{rd:iy;

‘when September passed, as with that tract it is & case of gram or

egiod of winter rains ﬁgl,.haivca'vor, a little bgtter. The
sr enabled zamindérs to sow more barley and massar in several

: .
minfall ate the A
places, while
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the subsequent showers in January and February and March proved more or less bene-
ficial to the standing crops, which were at least saved from more serious injury. Thus
the orops on bdrdni lands were again considerably below the average, the forme: by 61
per cent. as regaris the area, and the latter by 93. This deficiency was, however, made
up, as in last year, to some extent by large sowings on irrigated areas, on which the crops
were 86 per cent. above the average in the kharif and 74 per cent. in the rabi. !
¢ The result was that the kharif harvest as a whole was only a 10-anna one, and
the rabi 8.

* * * * * *

HOSHIARPUR DISTRICT.

(Masor E. INGLIS, Deputy Commissioner).
* * * * * G *

The result was that the kharif crops withered, and although large areas were
sown with maize and chari, the amount of khardba was 32 per cent. more than in 1895.
The kharif of 1896 was an average kharif against the excellent kharif of 1895. The Bet
circles had full crops, and Sirwél also had good crops, but the Rakar circles suffered to
some extent, and Kandi circles severely. ' ‘

* * - * ’* %

MOOLTAN DISTRICT. *

(E. D. MACLAGAN, Esquirg, C.8., Settlement Officer).

Taking the average rainfall at about 6 inches, the year 1895-96 was a little above
normal in the matter of ramn, the year 1826-97, on the other hand, received about half the
normal amount of rain. The damage caused was not perhaps so much as the above would
lead us to suppose, for in parts of the district the summer rain though small was timel

and the amount received in the quarter November-December, though quite i_align‘iﬁ sy

was more than that received in the same quarter last year and had a decidedly ben@ficial

effect on the rabi. The area of unirrigated crops fell by about 10 per cent. below last
year’s figures, but very Jittle of this area is dependent on rain, and the falling-off is due s
much to a failure in saildb as to a failure in rainfall. The kharif hurvest of the distri

though larger in area was poorer in quality than last year, whereas the rabi he b h
smaller in area produced generally speaking a very heavy crop especially in wheat.

scanty rainfall was felt most severely in the matter of fodder, for the supply of the
-district is dependent almost entirely on the rain. The distress in this resp perhaps
most marked in the Révi villages of Kabirwéla, which during the winber - ne::g;'

“deserted. '

—— e — " 3 ‘l,u.

 (Remarks by Lizor.-Covoner J. A. L. MONTGOMERY, Settlement Commissioner).

This district is more dependent on river saildb and on the flow of the inu

canals than on rain. But rain helps the crops and makes the work of ’ﬂn%ﬂl
cattle less while it provides thewm with move fodder. The rainfall was on the whole

deficient, but the deficiency did not cause as much loss as might have been ex

JHANG DISTRICT.
(Carmarx P, 8. M. BURLTON, Deputy Oomm
" The kharif crop was abund
) f‘:? and August rains in the Ke
and scanty rainfall in Septemb
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; The winter raing were almost a failure. From September to the mid% of March -
it was very scanty indeed. ;

o

District average.
September ... e % we 0042
October ... 1
November ... . 006
December ... oo ioe ves o, ové e 004

Jannary ... e e 048
Febrnary ... ot o 033 ».

Owing to the failure of rains in the mouth of September and the poor rainfall in

* August there was a great falling-off in the unirrigated cultivated area in rabi, viz, 5,855

acres, otherwise the rabi harvest was abundant and a successful one both as regards

qfiality and outturn. There was an increase of 79,420 acres in tho irrigated area on
account of the incrgased irvigation from Chendb Canal.

* O * * * *

¢ SIALKOT DISTRICT.

(Remarks by ¥'. D. CUNNINGHAM, Esqumn; c.1.g., C.8. Commissioner and Superintendent,
° Riwalpindi Division). ;

: The rainfall was the lowest on record for five years ; in fact in each ®f the past four
yeary there has been a decrease compared with the rainfall of the year before. And yet
after the kharif of 1896 all fear of famine which up to then bad threatened but not actual-
ly visited the district disappeared. As in 18953-96, the rains were not only scanty but of
insufficient duration, commencing late and ceasing early ; and they were shortest just
when most needed in the summer of 1896 and the spring of 1897, Consequently the extent
of cultivation shrank in both harvests, while the: fallow area increased, compared with
the cultivation of the year before, which was itself almost a famine year.

* ¥ ¥ * * . *

GUJRAT DISTRICT.

& (VNAWLB MUHAMMAD AFZAL KHAN, k.8., Deputy Commissioner).
5 L] * * * * HL "

® Tho north-pastern portions of Gujeit and Khéridn tahsils fared better than the

. other portions of the district. T'he greater portion of the kharif sowings in the distriet
%ook place during the months of July and August. ‘The crops came up fairly well, but
during the*month of September, owing to complete cessation of the rains in that month,
theecrops withered with the exception of those in the north-east portions in Gujrit and
Khérién tahsils, where there was sufficient moisture. g

The rabi sowings were not so extensive this year, owing to the fact that, whereas
the landewas already parched, the rainfalls failed at the sowing time, accordingly the
sowings were restricted more or less to the chdhi and sailibi lands and a few tracts of

®  birdini where there was some moisture.

 The crops were much benefited and ripened by the good rain that fell in March.

4  In the months of January and February thera was some rain which led to the
sowings of barley and tdri-mira, but these crops did not arrive to maturity owing to late
‘sowing and were only fit for fodder.

The rainfall during the year being poor, dronght and gearcity prevailed in the

jgﬁii\triob, » R
B ' ¢ 8 ' 4 . : S LT
. GUJRANWALA DISTRICT.
(Diwax NARENDRA NATH, w.a., Deputy Commissioner). s
, % ® * FoR '* 'S * * : *
shout the distriet tﬁtrﬁ:‘&n was deficient in the periods from June and

from October to December. ¢ _ .
‘the kharif harvest, which was much poorer than the ayerage, and also
o extent. But the rain from Jannary to May, ~wh:'ch was general
the rabi, which was however slightly below the average. The

was good, andethis made up partly for the contractign of areu
vore specially good, and the chdhi agd saildba about the ayerage

b h
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\ RAWALPINDI DIRSTICT,
s(Lievrenant R. M. LOWIS, Deputy Commissioner). ’
* * * * . *

o

Taking both harvests together, the area harvested during the year was only 72 per
cent. of the area harvested on the average of the last five years, so that the year was a bad
one for the peasantry, more specially as the harvests of the previoas year were also below
average. The scarcity was greatest in the western half og the distriet, i.e., in Tahsilg
Fatehjang, Attock and Pindigheb, and especially in the tract along both sides of the Kdala
Chitta Range. In this neighbourhood suspensions were freely given and liberal grants
were meade of fakdvi for the purchase of seed and bullocks. Many cattle, however, dizd
or disappeared, and a considerable increase took place in the indebtedness of the peasantry
and the burden of debt on the land, so that the district will take sorhe time (o recover
from the effects of this succession of bad harvests.

DERA ISMAIL KHAN DISTRICT.

(H. W. GEE, Esquire, C.S., Deputy Commissioner). ¢
* * . * * *
‘I
Fodder was scarce in the Thal and the Diman throughout the year.

To sum up; the year must be considered below the average, the kharif being poor
and the rabi only just up to the standard of an average year.

DERA GHAZI KHAN DISTRICT.

(A. H. DIACK, Bequire, 2.8, Settlement Officer.)

The conditions of the Dera Ghazi Khan district during this year of famine did not
differ greatly from the normal, aud the agriculturists profited by the famive priceg
prevailing elsewhere. ; .

The area successfully cropped with the aid of the inundation canals was in the lsharif
nearly the same as in the previous year and in the rabi 6 per cent. smaller than in,
*1895-96. The canals stopped working earlier than usual, otherwise a larger arvea of ¢
v;ould have been obtained than in 1895.96, when the area was rather below sthan aboyve ~
the average. i

* * » o * *

| ~ CALAMITIES OF SEASON.

HISSAR DISTRICT.

(P. D. AGNEW, Eequise., C.8., Deputy Commissioner).
* * * * * e i

As will be seen from a perusal of last year’s report, the year 18959 AL 1 :
prosperous one. At the commencement of the prelenx:qsgrionltgr:lr yﬁgowpfm Sl
and grain were very low. Astime went on prices rose very high and” exceeded e g Tk
rates current during the acute famine of 1868-69. After the failure of the kharif e

‘ people generally began to show sign of distress, ) NGE e Sy A e “

*  Test works were opened in October, and the attendauce scon show:
‘relief operations must be undertaken. 'I'hese were wgo;’::; B
but locally useful works, such as the digging of tanks and rep
first started, but were soon found inadequate to provide work fe
 ing relief. Accordingly large public works, sn’cfﬁu the const
%mlq the Rangoi nullah, M;@,m. of the W
Canal, were set on foot and soon drew a full complem

the searcity may be judged from the fact that s
. %@Whhmnv{mmdon these work

j R
ek i oy e,
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. Local Famine Committees were established in the chief towns and fubscriptions
ollected for the needy. * A Central Famine Committee was also formed aud affiliated to
 LaMore ingtitation ; the latter body made a liberal grant of 2} lakhs for reiief in Hiss4r.
- This sum was judiciously expended, chiefly in the form of free takif, as it is locall
- ,hmm,{or&a purchase of seed and bullocks by those destitute land-holders who we
- - umable to fulfil the conditions of the grant of ordinary loans under the two Acts. The
+famine has cost Imperial and Local funds some 12 lakhs, B

.= . Fever of a virulent type and cholera followed the copious rains of August gnd
. September. Both these diseases are still prevalent. But the history of that period
. 'belongs to next year, and can be dealt with in the report for 1897.98,

s ROHTAK DISTRICT.

% :
(Carraiy G. C. BEADON, Deputy Commissioner). -

The year under weport has been one of famine causing much distress amogg
- +men and cattle. The effect of want of rain on the harvests has been noticed under
Head I, and the supply of frdder was so scanty that there was much loss to agri-
calturists by death and transfers of cattle. :
* * * * * T
o & .
» .

DELHI DISTRICT.

(Carrainy H. 8. P. DAVIES, Deputy Commissioner).

The one great calamity of the season was the famine. It nffected an area of
about 630 square miles, or nearly half the total area of the district, and a population
of 883,000, out of the total district population of 638,000. The area affected consisted of
the whole of the Balabgarh tahsil, half of the Delhi tahsil, and the Delhi city. This area
represents roughly the southern unprotected and hilly parts of the district, and about half

* of the total area. .

‘ * * * * * *

| e : : HOSHIARPUR DISTRICT.
" . (Maoi E. INGLIS, Deputy Commissioner.)
ek * : = ) * * * *

1 With the abrupt close of the monsoon early in Angust 1896 the grain dealers
pushed yp the prices to famine rates, and people had very anxious times from September

; Yggs to the end of March 1897. "The neighbouring districts Ludhidna, _Jullundur and
o Ferozepore imported large quantities of grain from the grain centres of this distriet, such
a8 8hém, Ténda, Mukerian and Hajipur. Owing to continuous export, the Kharif 1896
__bad no effect in lowering the prices. Bhisa wae exported in large quantities from the
" Dasfiya Bet. Prices of food grains fluctuated from day to day, and the labouring classes
- specially were in trouble. The District Board spent Rs. 13,972 on providing work, on clearing
. of tauks and repairs to roads in the Kandi circle of Hoshidrpur tahsil, Kandi and Rakar
circles of Dastiya tahsil, Kandi and Bet circles of Garbshankar, and Bet, Changar, Ghar

3
Bmechy

. and Dun circles of Unah tahsil. J

: _ Plices fell about harvest time in April and May, but they again rose in August
he to the drain of corn to the frontier, Timely and sufficient rainfall in September 1897
, cansed extensive sowings for rabi and prevented a further rise in prices.

i ’ T R .
s givnn C.F.MAE&Y,.OOMM»&M and Superintendent, Jullundur Division).

ing, the zaminddrs benefited immensely by the high prices. This
the 3'11"‘?‘ v s, and in the Chambh tracts of Tahsil Dasiiya,
: old and almoNt worthless) to the Jats of Ludhidna
: return to the villagers referred to, above. Taking
benefited waterially by the scarcity lower down
fiting, inasmuch as th:‘y have just gathered in &
g the produce at abnormally high prices. o
. & L

,,,,,,,,

oot TALRIRES R AT
’q.‘ 5 ¢ .
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8 : :
. @ \ : FEROZEPORE DISTRICT.
e (C. M. KING, Esquine, C.S., Deputy Commissionst). :

As may be imagioed, this deficiency in the rainfall, following as it' did a very
dry winter was a calamity which made itself felt throughout the district. For the greater
paw; of the year fodder was unobtainable, and the zamindirs were compelled to sell great
numbers of their cattle ; other animals died from starvation or from disecase resulting there-
from, and in the case of the Muhammadans in the district, large numbers were slaughtered
for food when they became too weak for work.

* * * * * * o

e s

LAHORE DISTRICT.

€

(A. MEREDITH, Esquire, C.S., Deputy Commissioner.)

The most serious calamity continuing from the previous year was the scarcity of
fodder, which caused the death of & large number of cattle, and next o it was the scardity
of grain, ewing to which several relief works were started. The grain famine brgan
early in September 1890 and lasted up to the end of March 1897, when all the relief
works were closed.

* * * * * *

GUJRAT DISTRICT.

(Nawas MUHAMMAD AFZAL KHAN, x.5., Deputy Commissioner).

The drought which commenced last year continued right through the -
report. There was great scarcity of fodder, and the cattle werg for the ﬁ?:stts:my::!;o: “ at:
belds and some towards the Jammu hills. The mortality was also great. The grain faging,
which also commenced last year, assumed rather serious proportions owing to the . ox"”
outturn of kharif and rabi crops. The people were driven to sgll or mortgage their lr:dq

and other belongings in order to purchase grain for their subsistence, i

Prices ruse and like last year relief had again to be given to the ’
suspensions and fakdvi loans. The relief works gn the Jhglum Canal P:&l:.l;é)y]::yye:i
were kept in progress, and did much to alleviate the prevailing distress. 'Assistance was
alio afforded to the people throngh the means of the Charitable Relief Fand. @rain was
purchased and distributed gratis in the three tahsils.

* * * * * ¥

SHAHPUR DISTRICT.

(Lmun'l:&mr A. C. ELLIOTT, Deputy Commissioner).

-

There were no calamities of season beyond the great lack of rainfal A ,
tlights of locusts frequently reported, but they laid egge in few loosl::::’:;d Mm %h‘
<effectually destroyed. There was not any damage worth report caused l’)y them ;gw iy
came too late when the kharif was well grown, where there was any crop at "a‘ll?. Blt
the sad truth is that there were very few crops for them to damage at lﬂth. FHESOAY i
& 5 it

The lack of the rains effectually prevented any floods coming S e
consequently loss by diluvion was over 2,000 acres le{s than the mm tﬁ' ?,: ol
absence of the summer floods, combined with the want of rain, had & most disastr
~ and though no special calamity occurred, there was distress enou,
. irrigated tracts. : L
era * Small-pox among men and cattle, and also rin '

~ Auring the year under repors, but I cannot ascertain that

T
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In the Bér uplands the want of grazing for their cattle, by whiclr they mainly
- snbsistewas as severe a calamity as conld occur. So hard put to it were the zaminddrs,
that whole villages and tracts of lJand were utterly abandoned by those more prudent who
~ left their houses to seek grazing for their cattle. Others who had not the foresight for this
- remained idly on hoping for rain, and at last had in despair to sell their cattle to the best
bidder, or see them die for lack of the food they conld not afford to give them. Many .under.
force of circumstances migrated to other districts, especially to Hazéra, and others stayed
~ with their cattle in the riverain tracts picking up such sustenance as had been spared eby
others. How large the loss of cattle was the takdvi return will show.

Fire and hail-stortns we were spared, except & hail-storm in the hill tracts, which

however, did little damage.
.

. JHELUM DISTRICT.

»

.
(W. S. TALBOT, Esquirg, C.8., Settlement Officer.)

The severe drought from which the district suffered has been noticed elsewhere ;
in additiom almost every calamity was experienced to which agriculture is liable ; an extra-
ordinarily severe and extensive hail-storm completely destroyed a large arda of ripening
lyring cropssin the Pind Dddan Khan hills, slighter damage being done in other parts
also¥ the river rose early in flood and damaged the rabi crops on sailih lands ; locusts
visited the district, but did no damage to speak of. In short the history of the year is a
catalogne of misfortunes. Fortunately the kharif of this vear has turned out well on the
whole, otherwise severe famine could not have been averted.

RAWALPINDI DISTRICT. .

(Ligorevant R, M. LOWIS, Deputy Commissioner.)

‘ Besides the decrease in the outturn of grain and other crops owing to the drought,
there was a serious soarcity of fodder by reason of the continued drought in all the tahsfls
of the district except Murree, A large number of cattle died of starvation, and the
samindirs had to move about the district seeking pasturage for their animals. During the
winter months the prices of fodder were very high. Great help was afforded to cattle-
gwners by throwing open the reserved forests to grazing and lopping, and the lives of
many cattlg thereby saved.

HAZARA DISTRICT.

L ] B o .

(Carrain H. 8. POX-STRANGWAYS, Deputy Commissioner.)

* Miacs: . * * * *

¢

’ Th;ﬁfuits of both seasons were destroyed : one by late frost, the other by hail.

: .f.l‘he‘\ ik uupp‘iy was almost completely nil in the plain dry tracts of the district
. unid atele fnd to be driven to better pasturage closely within the district during the
. winter. Prices ranged high throughout. Stocks of grain andefodder held out but at a
e kwabb,. O

! % There was, however, neither practical famine nor actual scarcity anywhere. The
in some parts suffered and migrated to vicher surroundings close by. The cattle
en to better pastarige at no considerable distance. ! .

! * o "Wl : / 8 * : * * *

PESHAWAR DITRICT. - iy

e e —

. F. BUNBURY, Eqois, O.8., Depuly Commissioner) L
iu during the gear wero very high, but no great scamsity way

‘. ﬁ.‘.:”* : *-‘..' ",'4”:‘_._
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10 « EXTRACTS FROM REPORTS, :

‘I'NCREASE AND DECREASE IN CULTIVATION.

«

HISSAR DISTRICT.

(P. D. AGNEW, Esquize, C.8., Deputy Commissioner.)
* * * . %

. * *

The subjoined totals show for kharif and rabi separately the area sown and
oropped on unirrigated and irrigated Jand for this and several past years—

K harif 1896. ¢
R, e o «
U NIRRIGATED. - © IRRIGATED,

Yasn, Area Area Area Area " Area Area

sown. cropped. | failed. sown. cropped. | failed.

2 Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres. | Acres. ' Acres.
1893 1,518,797 | 1,255,144 | 258,658 | 27,208 | 25648 . w657
1894 .| 1,435,467 933,800 501,667 50,901 49,126 | 1,775
1895 02578 | 251,014 | 1, 17096 | 68059 | eaei0| 3440
1896 1,269,372 | 175,621 | 1,093,741 | 100,871 | 87,960 | 12,911

The kharif is by far the more important of the two crops in Hissdr, and the above
figures will show how signally the crop failed. The area sown was not so much in
defect of the average, being only 9 per cent. less thanin 1894 and 1895. But the area
which failed amounted to no less than 86 per cent. of that sown. The dryness of the
year would lead us to expect a large increasein the irrigated area, which we find to be
the case. / .

The irrigated area was nearly four times more than that caltivated in the prosperous
year 1893, and 32 per cent. more than the results for 1895 show. The proportion of crops
which failed on irrigated land is very high, about 12 per cent., and wounld seem to indi-
cate insufficiency of canal water.

Rabi 1897, s

TUNIRRIGATED. IRRIGATED.
T Area Aren Area Area Area Area
sown. cropped. | failed. sown. cropped. |, failed.
LB Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres.
. u A7
Average from 1891 to| 620450 | 541,188 | 88317 50,695 | 48,581 2,164
1895. - iy
1896 ...‘ 862,625 108,193 254,432 118,078 104,016 B 14.2&3 *
1897 | 188,548 24,836 | 113,712 102,318 91,708 | 10,610

The unirrigated area sown in the rabi was but a third of that sown in rabi 1896 and
no less than 82 per cent. of it failed to bear a crop. And in itself the aréa sown on rain

lands was 78 per cent. below the average of the five years before 1896. A worse failure
of a crcp could hardly be chronicled. RSN B R B RS ¥

" K G 3 | T Y e S
(Remarks by R. CLARKE, JBIQUIQE, C.8., Commissioner and
" Of conrse the canal could not meet mch_.?.fa}m; ‘
“district ; the point to note is that it enabled 8%,000 acres
ghird of Qle‘ total kharif ‘crop of the d""‘"“%w“ clos
the unirrigated area cropped was only 25,000.
. eabd o Shiogg



+INCREASE AND DECREASE IN CULTIVATION. 11

ROHTAK DISTRICT. i
. a—— e
3 (Carraixy G. O. BEADON, ﬁopuly Commim'oner.).
G * * * * B ¥

The areain acres cropped in this year and in the previous year is shown by the®
following figures :— . .

1895-96, 1896-97.

Rohtak .., o6¢® Il eis 115,647 169,757
Sémpla ... PRSI, sos f. ase 164,438 134,368
Gohana ... s wes oo 121,332 114,299
Jhajjar ... .. oo e e e 165,207 99,117

Total oee oo 566,624 517,541

=

Th¥re is a falling-off in the Sampla, Gohéna and Jhajjar tahsils. The decrease of
66,090 acres, or 40 p@r cent., in the Jhajjar tahsil is the most marked awd is due te the
factyphat thete is no canal irrigation in this tahsil.

The Rohtak tahsil alone shows an increase, which is probably due to the extension
.of canal irrigation in this tahsfl. r

'

Comparing this year with the previous one, there is an increase in the canal and
well-irrigated areas of 19 per cent. and 54 per cent. respectively ; the figures in
-acres are :—

1895-96. 1896-97,

QT e s} TRRTONL S
Wells s ons oor vos ves 23,067 35,435
e :

On the other hand there is a decrease of 25,192 acres, or 6 per cent., in the bdrdni
‘1'6&. .

Thé double-cropped area shows an increase of 5,996 acres, or 24 per cent. This
_increase is in the irrigated area. o

. GURGAON DISTRICT. L
X ‘ " (Carrary A. E. BURLTON, Deputy Commissioner.)
i Duts {1 g * * * * 5

. The area failed this year was the highest on record during the last decade. It
* was 207'2 per cent. more than the average area failed during the past eleven years,
" and this failure occurred mostly in Gurgéon, Rewéri and Nuh tahsils. With this large
 total of khardba the kharif outturn must necessarily be a smal] one, and was, in fact, 10
. annas on,irrigated and unirrigated lands, and 16 annasand 12 annas, respectively, on the

i orope.
.

* » - * " * *

- FEROZEPORE DISTRICT.

- {C. M. KING, mqml, C.8., Deputy Commissioner.)

have been e?qotod owing to tBe prolonged drought there bas been

decrease in cultivation. The decrease is almost entjrely confined té

> being more than three lakhs of acres less this year than last

ated lands there has been an increase, small in comparisonswith
it by mo mgeans inconsiderable, and the saildba groa also
s * Y o

S )
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g % SXTEACTS FROM REPORYS. ° o
'~ CROPS AND PRODUCE. ,
; ROHTAK DISTRICT. e

(Carraix G. C. Bravown, Deputy Commissioner.)

Kharif 1896. Unirrigated area.—In June the rainfall was gencrally below average,
and was unevenly distributed. In parts of the district, however, there was sufficient in this
month for bdjra sowings, and a large area was sown early, InJuly the rainfall was more
favourable, and morve bdjra and other autumn crops were sown. In August and S;Etember,
however, the rain was unevenly distributed, and was generally insufficient. oreover,
in these two months a strong, dry, westerly wind prevailed, which capsed much damage
to the crops. ‘ . .

It is estimated that 251,622 acres of crops failed owing to the dry wind and want
of rain. The western part of the Rohtak tahsil, the northern apd eastern part of the
Séampla tahsil and the western part of the Jhajjar tahsil, suffered least, as in these parts
the rainfall in August and September was fair ; in fact in the western part of the Rohtak
tahsil it was good. Y

L 4
* ¥ * * * ¥
( o

The outturn by tahsils can be described as follows :— v P

In the west, the harvest was a i2-anna one. Elsewhere
Robtak. it was an 8-anna one, except in a few villages where it was 6 annas.

r v In five or six villages the harvest was a 4-anna one, andin
Gohiina. the rest of the tahsil an 8-anna one.

In the canal assessment circle, consisting of about 20 villages, the crops were

,average or 16 annas. In the Dahri assessment circle the outturn

was indifferent or 10 annas, and inthe bdrdni assessment circle
the outturn varied from 6 annas to 8 annas.

Simpla,

In the Bhir Chahit Khim assessment circle and in some of the villages of the Bhir
Chahét Pukhta assessment circles the outturn was average or 16

Jhajjar. annas. In the remaining four assessment circles the outturn
varied from 2 annas to 6 annas. 7o
* * ragt i Cow * PR o
KARNAL DISTRICT. Fa
(J.F. CONNOLLY, Esquirg, C.8,, Deputy Commissioner.)
i * * # * * e

The followigg table shows separately the areas of crops harvested on irrigated
and unirrigated lands for the past three years :— Rakt

S —

AREA OF CROPS HARVESTED ON AREA OF CROPS HARVESTED ON
IRKIGATED LANDS. UNIRRIGATED LANDS. i
‘ 2 Differonce X | Difter
B'arvent. _ l between | § I;i.h
1804.95. 1892-‘96. 1896.97. 1395:196 1894-95. | 1806.96. | 189697, '
an S
1896.97, -y :
.
Acres, Acres, Acros. Acres. Acres,
 Kbarit ... .| 6642 | 53850 | 101,822 | & avscs| asnomss |
Rabi + 16,027
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¢ . CROPS AND PRODUCE. T S

There were 140,300 aeres khardba. (In the kharif of 1895 there were 89,300 acres).
The kharif of 1895 was classed as average. The one reported on was classed as a 6-anna

“one by the Revenne Assistant. The area sown in the kharif is generally A pretty much the
same as the first burst of the rains is generally sufficient to sow with ; but when such a
large portion of the area sown failed, it is more likely that the Revenue Assistut_xt’a
appraisement of the harvest asa 6-anna one was more correct than mine, which at the time
put the harvest at 9 annas. g :

Rice very generally failed, and there was the large decrease of 87,400 acres, eveh
though last year itself showed a decrease of 21,000 acres. The crops got burnt up. There
was a considerable increase (24,10 acres in maize andin jowdr 22,600 acres). This extensive
sowing of jowdr evidently aimed at replenishing the wuch exhansted fodder stocks.
As far as fodder was concerned it was a fairly good harvest. A noticeable feature of the
htrvest was that the crops sown early with the first rain held their own, while the late
sown crops and theerice perished.

Habi—~The total sres sown was 404,027 acres, of which 185,136 acres failed and
268,891 acres yielded crops. Ouly 298,618 acres yielded crops in the rabf of 1896 which
was extremely bad also of course.

The average area of crops harvested in the ten previous rabis is as follows in
comparison with the rubis of 1897 and 1896 : —

v e Irrigated, Unirrigated. Total. |
" ; Acres. Acres. Acres.
v Rabi 1897 w 57,800 *211,100 268,800
Rabi 1896 i 35,900 262,600 298,600
Average of ten years 26,000 472,800 498,800
B #* ¥ P * *

(Remarks by R. CLARKE, Esquirs, C.S., Commissioner and Superintendent, Delhi Division).

The area sown in the kharif was not much below the average, but one-fourth failed
ntterly, and the balance hore less than an 8-anna crop. The area harvested in the rabi was
littls more than half the normal, and the outturn on bérdni land is classed as 6 annas
in the rupee. S

- ——— e

« KOHAT DISTRICT.

. L]

(T. H. HOMAN, Esqum:x, Deputy Comm.iaaiomr).

* * * * * .
{ T
s Owing to the failure of rains in September 1896 and subsequently (and consequent
~ *dryiug up of water in the Toi on which the irrigation of the Baizai and Samilzai Tappés
_ of the Koht tahsil chiefly depends), the kharif crops in the Kohitand Hangu suffered

-sqrm*mm the result being decrease in the area of irrigated crops, viz., rice and
b ?&uq. Od"v,'?th:,otherre;and, o?vging to local rains and good quality of land, the kharif
 erops in the Thal, Lower Chountra and Darra circles were much better than in the rest of
| the district ; therefore, an increase is noticeable in the area of unirrigated crops such ag
 jowdn, bijra, moth, ming, &o. 3
 The,rabi harvest of 1897 was a good one, and therefore areas under almost all
‘show an increase. The gradual increase in the area under “ fodder, ” which is
“shaftal, is due to the growing desire to cltivate this valuable fodder crop
almost unknown in the district in previous years. :
. L AU w

MUZAFFARGARH DISTRICT.
{MavLvt INW IAIJ, B.A., Deputy Commissioner). T
‘and_produce were ﬂggn the average quality, and no damage done
vere also above tho averago gpality, and vo ditisgs
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14 : \ EXTRACTS FROM REPORTS,

" - CATTLE.

' - HISSAR DISTRICT.
. | (P. D. AGNEW, Esquirr, C.S., Deputy Commissioner).
* % * # % *

The decreass in the number of cattle is very abuormal, and in a district like Hissér
indicates very acate distress. The year 1895-96 was fatal enough to the cattle, but the
famine of the year under report saw them carried off wholesale. Fodder stocks were
practically exhausted when this disastrous year began, and during the year in the birgni
tracts scarcely a blade of grass was procurable. Some of the cattle were kept alive with
loppings from the branches of trees, large numbers were sent toethe lower hills and
were, whilst on. the way there, allowed free grazing on the canal banks and from road-

. pide trees. Mubammadan Ranghars and Pachddds slaughtered their famished beasts
in large numbers for food. . .

ROHTAK DISTRICT.

(Carraiy G. C. BEADON, Deputy Commint'oner'). ¢

The year under report has heen a very bad one for the cattle. Mortslity‘from
disease was small, but deaths from starvation within the district are reported to be 3,356 ;
of these 8,329 deaths occurred in the Jhajjar tuhsil and 27 in the Sémpla tahsfl. The reason
that the deaths occurred almost entirely in the Jhajjar tahsil is that this tahsil is’
dependent on the rainfall for its fodder crop, whereas in the Gohdna, Rohtak and Sampla
tahsils the stock of fodder is greater owing to canal irrigation. ‘

‘The fodder difficulty was not the only one. In the birdni villages the village tavks
continued dry for months and the difficulty of watering the cattle was a very serious one.

Besides the deaths from starvation which have occurred in the district, numbers
of cattle were driven away in search of places where fodder was more easily procurable, <
and probably many of these died. Numbers, too, were sold at very low prices and, itis
believed, some for which food could not be provided were allowed to strnl. Most of

e

these, probably, passed into the Lhands of the butchers and have been lost to the district, -
* * * * : * * { i 8
KARNAL DISTRICT. ’ e

1

(J. F. CONNOLLY, Esquire,#C.8., Deputy Commissioner)..

. The great dearth of fodder noted upon last year continued with evel greater
severity during the year under report. This combined with the want of water in village
tanks caused a further diminution of the number of all sorts of cattle, particularly of cows ¥
and young stock, by 12 and 9 per cent., respectively. Last year, too, the decrease in cows
was very large, althongh there was more or less decrease under all, other heads of cattle.
Large numbers of cattle are believed to have died of starvation this year or to have left
the district in search of fodder in some better tracts on the bank of the Jumna, &e.

A very large number of bullocks have, however, been purchased lately by culti-
vators with the money«provided for the purpose by the Provineial Goinmigm.,“,m
' Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund, and as the rains in the current year havgalso been
favounrable, it is hoped that the stock of horned cattle in this district vfi‘ll-iih,,-W» been
replenished. _ pr BBAR
. e . B G

. ‘ ,

. . UMBALLA DISTREOT. | o imiaii
' A g 1 g i o R e 1
. (Cavnany C. G, PARSONS, Deputy Co
" B W,

: Frc;m early in Soptemlm'm% Hhove wilk. rain
 broken‘drought and the cattle suffered much, ‘
. tember 1896, but the grass soon withered when

'
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another period of want of pasture till June 1897. There was also want of sufficient water

g™ hnkiwere'eaﬂy dry. Herds of cattle were sent to the hill pastures and river low-
- lands (Karndl sent hundreds and hundreds through up the Jumna Bet) and only the
uisite number were kept in the villages for agricultural needs. ese were very
cdrefully tended, all kbarif straw was preserved for them and owners toiled to dig
:,: grass, dg:sing long distances, und they also used tree foliage. In October 1897
‘the zamindare actually stored grass inst the coming drought—a rare thing for them
to do. There was no decent grass to be got later. To troops passing through in the re-
.lief season the district supplied no grass. The commissariat bad to make its owd
arrangements, When the monsoon of 1897 broke the reduced cattle gorged on the
rank green grass and this caused fresh mortality. '

* * * * * *
.

i) KANGRA DISTRICT.

(R. SYKES, Fsquire, C.8., Deputy Commissioner).

Rinderpest was very prevalent in all tahsils except the Kalu Subdivision ; there
was great mortality, but the enumeration at the rabi girddéwari shows on the whole a
large incrgase in cattle and some decrease in sheep and goats.

»- ° = HOSHIARPUR DISTRICT.

(Masor B, INGLIS, Deputy Commissioner).
* * * # * *

There was no fodder famine in our district, On the other hand, the cattle of other
districts were brought here to feed on river pastures. They are locally known as gohs.
Sometimes the sick cattle, thus bronght from other districts spread disease, and loss
has occasionally oceurred amongst cattle in this district from this cause. \

N

LUDHIANA DISTRICT.

(H. A. ROSE, Rsquire, C.8., Deputy Commissioner).

The year under report has proved the most urnfavourable for catt'e since
gettlement. ~Thescarcity pf fodder was felt even at the close of 1895, but with the
failure of the aufumn rains it bacame acute. Add to this that underfed, as the bullocks
were ; owing to the stock of fodder having become exhansted, they had still to be over-
worked to save the valaable cultivation on the well-irrigated lands. The result was that
hundreds of the weaker cattle died of over-work, while rinderpest, anthrax and foot and
mouth disease also made heavy ravages, vide remarks under head ““ Calamities of Season.”
_An attempt was made to make out list of cattle which have died from disease or starvas

" tion with a view to gauge the amount of relief which was required in connection with
" ® the takdvi advances and Famine Charitable Relief Fund. This att@mpt failed as T might
_ have expected. Hvery old animal which had died was said to have died of hunger when
the object of the enquiry was known. The reports received varied in. direct proportion
to the nmﬁixg officer’s tenderness of heart and were of practically no use except as
i mt is primd facie rather absurd to imagine that a man would let valuable cattle die.
‘There are only too mauy capitalists in this district ready to buy gattle cheap and sell dear.

1 'Tjn»d?aphﬁon of the stock, I should say, was due chiefly to the number killed for
food, or turned loose as not worth keeping, and 1 am not sure it is an unmixed evil. .
* L o* | L * o *

v "df‘ktbfﬁ Lisvrexant-Coronen C. F. MASSY, Commissioner and Superintendent,
g - Jullundur Devision).
* B . X *

'v-r.w'.- figures before me‘; and I shoald further like to see the
st before being satisfied thut there has heen any seMous ¢ depletion
under report. No donbt animals old and useless were largely
but 1 shonld not like to say, with Mr. Rose, that many were

1t having some ®ouvincing evidence to go upon. o
AT bR Tt g P s Y




- those that survived and which were not sent to the belds were sustained

due in the greater part to the impoverished condition of the cattle |
~ period of scarcity of fodder. 'po : B hp
s i 7 Ll S i)

¥

\16 ( EXTRACTS FROM REPORTS.
\ , ’ > -
' LAHORE DISTRICT.
s (A. MEREDITH, Esquiz, 6.;,- Deputy Commissioner). 4.

There wal no cattle disease during the year under report, but the scarcity of
fodder was felt up to the end of April when threshing operations were commenced. A
large number of cattle belonging to birdni villages were taken to the Chendb Canal and
river banks during the cold weather but were brought back to their villages when the
rabi crops were near maturity. All the cattle were presumed to be present in their own
villages when their enumeration was under the rzles made in one-fourth villages of the
district because the census of cattle is always taken in the summer months. The live-
stock of towns and cantonments was enumerated and shown in the return of the
year under report in compliance with Director’s Circular letier No. 8 of 19th September
1896. Thereis a small decrease in the number of horned cattle owing to theirloss duritig
the continued scarcity of fodder, but the number of sbe? and goats has insréased be-
cause these animals do very well when the season is dry. There i§ a large decrease
of 12 per cent. in the number of camels as compared with the figures of the previous year,
and this is most probably due to the fact that they were taken away from their villages for

~ trade when their enumeration took place. .

* * * * * *

SIALKOT DISTRICT.

(Masos F. W. EGERTON, Deputy Commissioner). ‘

The following table compares the figures of the year with those of the previous
year :=—

Bullocks and
Total of all Cows and Calves of all
Year. kinds. msllt:’elzlﬁa- cow-buffaloes, kinds.
6T .. . 714,864 938,686 247,957 111,215
1895-96 710,367 240,053 240,356 113,461
T A N 4,497 1,367 6,901 2,256
Per cent. difference ... e + 1 —1 + 3 ]
- SRR i, RS _2*"_ .’

Thereis an increase of 4,497, or one per cent., under the head * total of all kinds of
cattle” when compared with the similar figures of the. previous year. In the number of
plough cattle, there is a decrease of 1,367, or one per cent. when compared with the similar
figures of the previous year. The milch cattle show an increase of 3 per cent., and tHere
is a deeroase of 2 per cent. in the young stock. I donot think any reliance can be put
on these figures. It is quite clear that hundreds of cattle were lost on account of hard
work and want of fodder in the well tracts on account of drought, but the decreass in the
ndmber of plough eattle is only 1,367. The number of cattle lost by disease is 850, but
no record is kept of the cattle lost by hard work or want of fodder. The statementissa «

, quadrennial one, the 6httle enumeration is onl{‘ made in one-fourth part of the district ;
as regards three-fourth part of the district the figures of the previous year are taken
and the statement shows only a very rough estimate of the stock. : ;

* * * * b %

GUJRAT DISTRICT. ’

(Nawas MUHAMMAD AFZAL KHAN, K.B., Deputy Commissioner), ~ ©
The scarcity of fodder which prevailed last year was experienced throughout the
year under report, and as a consequence tho cattle have still further lessened in

difficulty being fed on the leaves of kikar trees, sugarcane and ‘maize, MW;I h great
anywhere obtainable_to any extent in the district, Fodder was also brought fr
L‘.nllpll;r and Gujrénwéla, but owing to its. being sold at high p was also \
generally, i c ‘ P" i&mﬂ n

Mortality among cattle as far us it has been able 00‘?:; scertai
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GUJRANWALA DISTRICT. .

(Diway NARENDRA NATH, w.a., Deputy Commissionsr).
* * * * * *

The statistics collected at the request of the Central Famine Committee show that
from June 1895 to May 1897, 83,601 agricultural cattle were lost, 16,666 by starvation
and 16,935 by disease. '

A large number of deaths by starvation occurred in the year under report. The
disease which prevailed mostly daring the year was rinderpest.

. * = ¥ * * *

JHELUM DISTRICT.

# ——

.
(W. 8. TALBOT, BEsquige, C.S., Settlement Officer).
* * * * v *

There is no doubt that cattle have decreased in numbers all roand dpring the year -

under report as fodder has always been scarce and at times almost unobtainable ; in the
Tha\la good "many beasts were killed and eaten. In this circle the zamindérs were feed-
ing their cattle on leaves of bér and kikar trees as far back as the end of 1895, aad this
means of keeping them alive was general throughout the district in the year past ; it was
common last cold weather to see a number of people digging up, on the roads, the grass
roots, which were' used in default of anything else to feed the cattle: there was no
serious epidemic.

Sheep and goats did pretty well ; they can generally manage to pick up & living
however unfavourable the season may be to horned cattle.

RAWALPINDI DISTRICT.

(Ligvrexant R. M. LOWIS, Duputy Oommissioner).
* * * * * *

-
Owing to the continued drought a seyere fodder famine prevailed throughout the

ear, ‘especially in the wesf of the istriet, ax;d large nambers of cattle were sold at less
than half price or driven across the Indus or into the Hazdra hills in search of pasture.
The mortality from starvation was great in that part _of the district ulthough all that could
be done was done by throwingopen for grazing all available grass reserves, und by arrange-
ments being made to allow lopping of trees suitable for fodder in Governmeni forests.
This measure proved a great success as it saved the lives of many cattle and the people
did not sbuse the privilege, so that no permanent damage was done to the forests. '

& * * * * * A
PESHAWAR DISTRICT.
A (C. B. F. BUNBURY, Esquice, C.S., Deputy Commissioner).
. * ¥ * * *
L]
" The cattle of villages contiguous to the border, in which there was a scarcity of *
foddgr, were taken across into independent territory to graze. |
% » Fodder was not so scarce, however, as to cause mortality among cattle,
z * *.* * * * *
'j‘:’-'; _* y “.,_ b g ¢ w ——-——-———- ;
i e 4 KOHAT DISTRICT.
~ (T. H. HOMAN, Esquire, Doputy Commissioner).
; * * * * vk

i ‘vhat there was éo'uidonb'lo' momiity amongst cattle dari
wimvﬁion owing‘ﬁairnmoienoy of foddero?nfﬂmmb:n ,.f)':."
 as from disease, aud that many ani
e effects of heat and over-work.

s employed in the salt trade
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Some of the bullocks that died were, however, replaced by grant of takdvi advances
of Rs. 25,630% and that some of the zamiudérs are still in need of bullocks, but as in con-
sequence of the recent good crops and sale of their sur) lus stock of food grains owing to
the extensive military operations that are in progress in the district,the people would be
able to re place their dead cattle without further assistance from Government. Y

* * * * * *

. e — .

DERA ISMAIL KHAN DISTRICT.

(H. W. GEE, Esquire, C.S., Deputy Commissioner). ©

* * * * * - *

Anthrax (gal ghotu) broke out amongst the sheep and g'oa.ts in the Thal tracts of
Leiah and Bhukkar tabsils during the month of January 1897 and was prevalent for
nearly two months. The loss was heavy, being close on 20,000 animals.

* * * * * *

, PRICES. A

UMBALLA DISTRICT.

(Carraiy C. G. PARSONS, Deputy Commissioner).

Below appear the average prices per maund of principal staples for 1896-97 and
the preceding year:—

Wheat. Rice. Masze, Gram.

Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. 4
1895-96 210 8 5 0 0 2 00 B 8-%
1896-97 4 3 4 5 311 311 6 % 18

When the monsoon of 1895 abruptly ended prices began to rise. Just before the
monsoon of 1896 broke, maize was selling at 19 sérs the rupee. This was a High
Frice enough, but it was destined to be doubled. The kharif of 1896 affected prices

ittle, and when the rabi sowings failed famine prices set in, whtat, gram and maize going"
to 10 sérs each in rural tracts and even higher in the case of wheat, while in téwns wheat
reached to 7, maize to 9 and gram to 8 sérs per rupee. These prices were practically
stationary for months, and the ‘kharif of 1897 has been needed to bring maize back to
21 and china to 24. Gram and wheat still stand at famine prices, But as maize is the

staple food of the district there is great relief. o

(Remarks by R. CLARKE, Esquire, C.S., Commissioner and Superintendent, Delhi Division). :

The high prices bemefited the Khéadir villages, but taking the district as a whole
it is not self-supﬁorbing and has to import 30 lakhs oat of 90 lakhs of cereals required for
consumption. ven assuming that consumption was kept down by economy, lsrge' |
importations must have been made at famine prices.

GUJRANWALA DISTRICT. .
sl A .
(Diwan NARENDRA NATH, w.a., Deputy Cymmissioner), =
* % * * wiEiey s Gl

Whatever may be the effect of the rise of prices on non-agriculturists, RN N
poorer classes of agriculturists, whose lands dopnot. 'produ:.Ln :’5&:?“‘. 'm:: !g:m
ordingry requirements of the year, thefe is no doubt that the wealthier classes o
s‘gricultnrists have gained considerably by a general rise in the prices of food grain
Taking out of eonsideration the vwners of lands irrigated by canal who have tndou
prospered in the midst of general adversity, the owners J birricated 1at

~profited by the general scarcity. At any rate, the prices
the general contraction of areas sown and matuced.

« N:"z A o (EL TR
g Sl
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DERA GHAZI KHAN DISTRICT. .

’
(A. H. DIACK, Esquire, C.8., Settlement Officer).
* * * : * * T
The district is agricultural and pastoral and the scarcity was little felt by the
people except in the towns. The agricultorists with harvests little below the average
except in the Pachdd of the Dera tahsil benefited largely by the famine prices and

were enabled to pay without difficulty the new demand which was introduced during
the year.

B mm——

. PATWARIS AND KANUNGOS.
MONTGOMERY DISTRICT.

»

(P. J. FAGAN, Esquirg, C.S., Settlement Officer).
* * * * * *

Settlement opatations have had the effect of raising the kdulungo aund palwéri
agenqy of thi® distriet from its pristine state of ignorance and incompetence, and it has, I
think, become fairly efficient for the performance of the work allotted to it. Mnch, how-
ever, still remains to be done and careful and constant supervision is indispensible.
Whether this will always be forthcoming in an unpopular distriet like Montgomery
after settlement operations have been concluded is, I fear, open to grave doubt. The
standard of education is low in the district, and it is difficult.to obtain a sufficient supply
of renlly competent men as patwaris on the low salaries offered.

* * * * * *
- JHELUM DISTRICT.
¥ g (W, 8. TALBOT, Esquirg, C.S., Settlement Oficer).
o, % R * * * *
. Endeavours continue to be made to give zaminddrs a fair share of patwari

appointments, but, it is not always easy to do so; the way is blocked to a great extent
" by the large number of candidates of the shop-keeping and trading classes accepted
in former years ; and there is also a difficulty in getting Zhmindérs fit for acceptance.
- Generally spsaking, no Hindu is accepted unless he has passed the Middle test, while in
the case of zaminddrs, men, who have passed even the Primary Examination, come for-
ward in v8ry small numbers ; and when accepted pass the Patwiri Examination with grea

mclﬂty. - ‘

* ; * * * * *

¥ ANNUAL RECORDS.
HOSHIARPUR DISTRICT. =*
(Masor E. INGLIS, Deputy Commissioner).
| *., ; : * . * : % # *

S t ;

_ The number of villages in which crop inspections were checked by the Deputy
ssioner or his Assistant has increased from 309 to 615. With the intérruption

ek, the Revenue Assistant was in camp in connection with diluvion and erop

s the whole of the months of Mdrgh and April 1897. »

'131“ 'MASSY, Commissioner and Superintendent, Jullundur Division).
an%lzghg and his Revenue Assistany (Léla

of the revenue work. R

."
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. TRANSFERS OF LAND.
. HISSAR DISTRICT.

(P. D. AGNEW, Esquieg, C.8., Deputy Commissioner).
* * * * o *

Redemptions of mortgages show a decrease of 64 per cent. iu number, of 52 per cent.
in acreage and of 57 per cent. in money value. The depressed condition of the agricultural
community sufficiently accounts for the result. It may, however, be remarked that in this
district mortgages by way of conditional sale are prevalent to a quite extraordinary
degree. At least three such notices are issued every day irom the District Judge’s offite.
Such a transaction counts as a “ redemption,” and hence to some extgnt a decrease in the
number of “redemptions” only shows that mortgages are not beirg foreclosed.

KARNAL DISTRICT.

(J. F. CONNOLLY, Esquize, C.8., Deputy Commissioner).

* * * * * %
L
Deducting redemptions from mortgages the figures stand as follows :—
R R =, I E———_- == __._._;.,_._-_
ExcEss OF MORTGAGES OVER REDEMPRIONS.
YEAR.
In number of cases. | In cultivated area.

Acres.
BRORRN- - Y e el e 898 1,830
1895-96 b 606 2,364
RBOBRY - e e et Vo nde 1,283 4,787
Difference between 1895-96 and 1896-97 ... +679 +2,373

These increases were, of course, all due to the prevalence of severe agricultmral

distress throughout the district. e A
i .

Of the redemptions a very large proportion appears to be nominal, having been
either made merely with the object of mortgaging the lands redeemed to other persons or
simply recorded as such in the mutation registers in cases where the same lands weré
remortgaged for increased consideration. . “ ’

The total area now undbr mortgage is 52,882 acres as against 49,378 acres in the
previous year, showing thus an increase of 5,009 acres, or about 10 per cent. during the
year under report.

‘.
It amounts to a little over 3 per cent. of the total proprietary area of the district.

(Remarks by R. CLARKE, Esquire, C.8., Commissioner and Superintendent, Delhi Division),
This is not a very formidable total.

HOSHIARPUR DISTRICT.

(Masor E. INGLIS, Deputy Commissioner,).
* * * * *

*
‘l

Turning to those classes of transfers, which are closely connected w:ththg e

condition of the agricultural classes, it is to be noted that as, compared with last y ‘
‘ there is a fair decrease in the number of “mortgages,” and a small increase “’ .dar‘l’
“gales,” but considerable increase under the head * redemptions,” ‘which is satisfaotory.

Thus increase or decrease per oent. is—
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It may be said from the above figures that though the number of sales remained
the same or slightly increased, the area sold went down to 26:9 per cent. which shows that
the ]aﬂ.fetche?l a {igher price during the year. For the same reason it may be concluded
from 442 per cent. increase in redemption cases, but 6'8 per ‘cent. increase in
redeemed area, that proprietors of small holdings were energetic in releasing their lands
from encumbrances.

Deducting the figures for redemptions from mortgages for the year under report;,.
and for the preceding year, we find that the number of mortgages in 1896-97 is 5,712 and
rea mortgaged 9,587 acres, of which the cnltivated area is 5,596 acres. But in the year
895.96 the number of mortgages was 8,597 and area mortgaged 10,022 acres, of which
the cultivated area was 8,647 acres. These figures represent in 1896.97 06 per cent. of
the total proprietary and 07 per cent. of the cultivated area against 0'7 and 011 of last
year, which 1s a good improvement. The excess of area mortgaged over area redeemed
in this and the pregeding nine years is shown below : —

. ‘ i Acres.

1887-88 - ... oo w . +82108

- 1888.89 owe g sae e 42,173
1889-90 i o —880
1890-91 ote ane —563
1891-92 +890
ORI a1 v - i e ke o A AR
189394 25 v +4.983
Y 7 1894.95 ook oo e+ 9,465
1895-96 iy voo - v +10,922
1896-97 we 19,587

The only two years, during which redeemed area exceeded mortgaged area, 'were
1889-90 and 1890-91. 'The excess of mortgaged over redeemed areain 1896-97 is less-than
that in 1895-96, but still exceeds the figures of all other years.

* * * * * *

Seventy-five per cent. of the land transferred changed hands with agriculturists. As
regards the nature of redemptions I wish to add from my examination of certain transactions
that some mortgagors released their lands with the sale-proceeds of their produce. But
most of the redemptions resulted from book transfer of land from one mortgages to
angther. The agricnlturists who had made large profits during the year came forward

and offered the same consideration for lands mortgnged with sdhikdrs, but for less area.

. Thes mortgagors transferred their lands from wihdkdrs to agriculturists, with *this
advantage, that a portion of their encumbered land was set free, while the transfer cost
Shem nothisng. 'Thus the agriculturists to a great extent bought out the sdhikdrs,

. (Remarks made by Corowen C. F, MASBY, Commisgioner and Superintendent,
Jullundur Division).

An immense rush of redemptions and remortgages was made in June, July and
August which are not shown in the figures for the current year. When these are dealt
with in next year’s report, the actual improvement in the prosperity of the agriculturists
will come still forther to light. The aggregate agricultural profits of the year under
review have been very large, and the zaminddrs have seized the opportunity of redeeming
their lands entirely or of mortgaging them on more favourable terms. 1t is further most

. satisfactory that the new mortgaye transactions have been largely made by agriculturists,
 inter se, to the exclusion of the professional money-lender. It will be important to watch
the progress of this new departure in fature years.

Sales, »

b _ Transferred

B e o Five years’ average. Cases. acreage
B » . i (cultivated),
e LR f .. e e e 2,760 ?10
e ".‘ . LER) e ".. s 2,653 m
e s e .u’ ".. s 2,“2 ) 2'760
P “l“ o e LA e e l,875 &575
b an muhuhry Mmupt'.x Both mortgages and sales are shown to be

each transactiont is extraordinarily small ; and (as showR aboy
51 begmn.l:thoow with money4enders for secaring such ,

»
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JULLUNDUR DISTRICT.

e .

\

(Lm‘nnnnr-comuu A. vec. RENNICK, Deputy Commissioner).
* * * * * % - .

The total area nnder mortgage at the end of the year was 96,045 acres against 90,621
acres in the previous year. At settlement the area under mortgage was 63,177 acrds. The
intrease is very great and is regretable. It seems to point to the extreme necessity of
legislative to prevent further transactions of this nature in laud, otherwise the lands will
within measurable distance entirely pass away from the original owners iuto the hands of
the non-agriculturist-class of money-lenders. '

L3

MOOLTAN DISTRICT.
—_—— ©
(Remarks by Lizvorenant-Coronen J. A. L. MONTGOMERY, Settlement Commissioner).

The figures in Statement No. X show a largely increased wrea sold and mortgaged
in the year. This is I fear what we shall find in every district. :

«

The high prices and consequent hard times obliged the poorer right-holders to
alienate. et

Happy were the capitalists who were able to invest monéy knowing that the
difficult times would soon pass. The term “new agricnlturist” certaifly conveys a
different meaning here to what it does in many other districts. A great deal of land has
been for generations in the hands of the Aroris and men of kindred race.

JHANG DISTRICT.

(Carramy P. 8. M. BURLTON, Deputy Commissioner).

* * * * * *

. Even if we eliminate land which hg.s been mortgaged or land which has been
redeemed and then remortgaged or sold, I think these figures of the past twelve years show
that land is gradually falling away from the old agriculturists, and though undoubtedly the
mortgagee or buyer pays his revenue t_nuch more: regularly and in many ways is a bejter
agriculturist, there is undoubtedly a bitter under-current of feeling against the classes ‘who

have succeeded in rolling them (so they think of their inheritance). L K W
GURDASPUR DISTRICT, oy Lok

(T. G. WALRER, Esquire, C.8., Deputy Commissioner). : d

. The returns of the year ending 80th September 1896 show that this district had &
larger total area under mortgage (18 per cent.) than any other in the Province (peragraph
7 (a) of the Provincial Report). If the cultivated area be taken the percentage is 19, which
is exceeded only by Siélkot and the two frontier districts of Bannu nnd Kohét. The
question of these tra.naf_erg 18 ev:de.nhly theye(ore one of great importance, As the district
is 8o highly caltivated, it is really lmmatenpl whather we take, for purposes of comparison.
one year with another, the total or the oulmvated' area. Of the total area returned as
mortgaged in the past year 93 per cent. was cultivated. Taking the total areas then the
follownig figures may be given of the mortgages, redemptions and sales bronght on record
during the year :— i

==

: YEAR
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' Of one fact there can be no doubt that the process of transfer by mortgage and sale is
going ¢n steadily. There has, in the past year, been a substantial addition to the areas
permanently and temporarily alienated and to that transferred from ti% agricultural to
the non-agricultural classes.

SIALKOT DISTRICT.

e

(Masor F. W, EGERTON, Dapuly Commissioner).
* : * * * % . g

. An increase in the areas mortgaged and sold was natarally expected and follows
the nature of the gpason, but it remains to be explained why there was an increase of
1,825 acres, or 48 per gent. in area under the head redemption. Though it was a year of
drought, and both the kharif and rabi were far below average, the prices were very high
and the owners of large and average holdings have availed themselves of the high prices,
though the owners withesrall holdings can gain nothing Ly them.

1t is a fact that most of the owners with large and average holdings, as the money
came to hand, pressed the mortgagees either to allow redemption of the entire holdin
mortgaged, or to retain a part of the mortgaged holding for the same mortgage-money, an
allow redemption in the other part free from any charge. Thus in the year under report
several casemweére ndticed, in which, if 20 kandls were under mortgage for Rs. 500, 10
kanils were redeemed, and the remainder 10 remained mortgaged for the same money.

* * * * * *

JHELUM DISTRICT.

——

(W. 8. TALBOT, Esquizg, C.8,, Settlement Oficer).
* it * S * *

A satisfactory feature in the return is the large proportion of the transfers made
** _ to old agriculturists, though it is smaller than last year in the case of sales, two-thirds as
against three-fourths of the whole. It would be safe to assume that most of the old agri-
culgurists who purchased land were men on service in the army and elsewhere. The
rices realised are somewhat higher than last year if the return can be trusted; this is
uMprising, for thouih the value of land is ateadily rising, yet it is beyond all doubt that
for some time when the scarcity was at its height last year, land was a drug in the market
an the tracts worst affecéed, and it was the buyers who dictated terms not the sellers.
This, it is true, applies only to a comparatively small part of the district, and possibly the
usupl addition to the real price of a sum for the benefit of possible pre-emptors represented
a larger proportion of the whole than it usually does, so #s to bring the nominal price up
to what it, would have been in an ordinary year.

7 2 e LN . S .
te , PARTITIONS.
‘ J HAZARA DISTRICT.

RN e

o (.meuutﬂ. 8. ’FO‘X-STRANGWAYS, Deputy Commissioner).,

One thousand holdings affecting an aven of 11,397 acres were partitioned ount into
1,637 holdings as compared to 1,268 holdings affecting 14,514 sacres parcelled out into
- 2,895 holdings last year.

(40 ¢
P y %

~*  [Efforts have been successfully made to. rednce the file of pending cases, which

* shows a great decrease since last.

OTHER MATTERS.

- KARNAL DISJRICT. :

CONNOLLY, Esquigg, C.S., Deputy thiniomr).‘.
ot kel iy * ' * . ‘

: b,iown i no,Bo:ifj-good," md the past year hi- not. beer® without

b‘ringipg‘ pressure to

‘and 1t
A% i »

ioen the. meag ot

'ﬂi;::;mﬁho eople who are lueky enough to bave canal,
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bear on higher authority, that has resulted in the construction of the Nardak Réjbaha,
and I hope thz speedy carrying out of the Chautang canalization scheme. As soon as
the latter scheme is a fait accompli all we want to render the whole district secure is a
real good famine in the Naili. The increase in the number of wells is also a matter for
congratulation; in this respect the icdirect benefits of the Sirsa Canal deserve notice.
In the villages of Amin I find that the number of wells in use this year is 19 as against
. 9 last year owing to the raising of the water level, which leads me to hope that the sink-
ing o£ wells in parts of the Nardak tract will be possible as well as profitable in the
ne€ar future.

(Remarks by R. OLARKE, Esquire, C.S., Oommissioner and Superintendent, Delhi Diviston,).

The extension of canal irrigation and economy of water went hand in hand. Itvis
to be hoped that the course will be a permanent one.

(s
(

SHAHPUR DISTRICT.

——— ——

(Lrgvrenant A. C. ELLIOTT, Deputy Commissioner).
* * # - * »

The year has been a sickly one. During the early months-of the hot weather
small-pox was prevalent in the Sin valley, and since the cessation of the raims the fever
has been very bad: The inundation canals worked well, but they have no’ regu?ators
and no tails. In consequence of this a large area of land within the Jhelum irrigation
tract has been gradually getting water-logged, and the effects have become very apparent
during August and September last. In March the first effects in the ecivil station were
noticed from the collapse of the jail barracks. Shortly after cracks appeared all over
the jail buildings and the walls of the dik bungalow sunk down leaving the floor intact.
The canals in the civil station were all stopped, but not before the Executive Engineer’s
house had collapsed entirely ; the Civil Surgeon’s and District Superintendent of Police’s
partially, and in the Deputy Commissioner’s house a main wall sunk slightly, steps were
taken to remedy the evil which was only looked for in the station, but an investigation
showed the case to be even worse further out in the district. Roads were found impas-
sible and the wells being measured weekly, the result was that whereas in the station th
water level was 3 feet below the surface, it was found that in many parts of the irrigates
area the water level was only one foot below the surface, and in the tract where the
eastern and western station canals run close together the water surface levels were ahse-
lutely the same. o e

The result was that in these tracts not only was the kharif ruined but ﬁe ound
cannot be got ready, it is feared, for the rabi. Steps are being taken to remedy this as
far as possible. 1

)

D. I. KHAN DISTRICT.

o

(H. W. GEE, Esquigg, C.8., Deputy Commissioner).
* * * * * \ *

The revenue money order system was introduced into the distriet i
1893-94. 1)7%ring the yeau('i n}:nder report :it ha:l been in force in nine post omu.m, &z {:‘:
of Rs. 10,673 was received by money orders during the'year as detail :
Rs. 12,142 in the last year:— i etailed below sgainst

3 , e
Dera P N e ase A i BAPT o sl
Bhakkar ... 9 AB e ' &
Ténk S £ e

Kul‘chi o s e e 0;0

; i ey Total - ,,, 1

This is slightly less than the amount remitted lutm

¥






