EXTRACTS FROM DEPUTY COMMISSIONERS" AND :
: SETTLEMENT COLLECTORS’ REPORTS. '

PAKT 11 o

FIXED LAND REVENUE (INCLUDING TRIBUTE).
« DERA GHAZ_I"K—HAN DISTRICT.

(Remarks by A. H. DIACK, Esquirg, Settlement Officer).

One of the chief Teatures of the new settlement is the conversion of the whole of the
assessment of the riverain tract and a large portion of that of all caval-irrigated land
from a fixed into a fluctuating demand. The orders on the Assessment Reports allowed
the realisation of the new demand with effect from Kharif 1896, and these orders have
been carried out, but it was not found possible to obtain sanction before the end of the
agriculturals year to the comparative demand statements for all four tahsils, The
den®and [Rs. 8,34,357 entered in the statement is consequently that sanctioned by the
Financial Commissioner on the basis of the old fixed assessmeut, and the disparity between
the demand and the collections (Rs. 1,86,613 or 56 per cent.) is therefore misleading.
The true fixed demand for 1896-97 was approximately Rs. 2,48,000, of which Rs. 2,11,000,
or 86 per cent., had been realized before the end of October 1896. The outstanding
balance Rs. 37,000 is still considerable, although it includes a sum of Rs. 9,000 which 18
under suspension. It is nearly all due in the sadr tahsil, and no difficulty is anticipated »
in its realization, though remissness on the part of. the tahsil staff and the prevailing
fever prevented its being collected in time. '

*  REMISSIONS AND SUSPENSIONS OF FIXED LAND REYENUE.
R p HISSAR DISTRICT.

(P. D. AGNEW, BEsquizg).

The total amount of revenue suspended during the year was Rs. 3,83,184-8-5 as
-defailed below :—

Rs. a. p.
Bhiwéni tahsil ... A 26,951 14 1
. Hénsi ... 98,465 13 0 $
: T e s 0 76,628 0 0
i Fatahabad 98,035 13 4
Sirss Fn =k 83,058 0 0
Total .., o  3,83,184 8 B

«_Orops partially failed last year owing to scanty rainfall, and suspensions amounting
‘to Rs. 17,222 were granted, and the circumstances changed from bad to worse this year
owing to the failure of both harvests. sl

“ Btatement No. XVIIL B gives particulars of Captain Dunlop-Smith’s suspensions

‘ ,dm-ing-fhe year under report. It is almost pathetic to note that the statement has had

_ tode extended to 124 columuns. In a district where only ebout 8 per cent. of the
- enltivated area is irrigated, a dry year such as this following a former unfavourable one,
- must always necessitate large suspensions, , f
AT The suspensions allowed this year ave the largest upon record. Duringghe famine
- of 1860-61, yyh!éh was severely felt in the old Higsér a};d Sirsa districts,g.ﬁnspenaions
- amounting to 33 per cent. of the then revenuq in Hissér and 45 per cent. in Sirga were
sranted. The amounts were Rs. 1,090,542 in alh In the acute famine of 1869-70 sus-
neions amounted to Rs. 1,01,927. Compare these results with our total of Rs, 8,95,423
-~ the under report, and some estimate of the severity of the calamity as
w clemency of Government will be formed. The suspensions were very

- Captain Dunlop-Bmith, and they were made with cargful regard
rules laid down by *Mr. Anderson as Settlement Officer ::nd P:iggd
of the records of the Financial Cdmmissioner’s Office; (2) the
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differential system of suspensions first proposed by Mr. Thorbura, Commissioner of
Réwalpindi. ¥nqairies are now being made as to the net amount gained by Government
owing to observance of this principle, and the result will be separately reported.  «©

I may remark however that, probably owing to the immense amount of ground to
be covered, the differential system does not appear to have been applied in its antu-etr It
was only possible to have regard to the whole or large portions of villages held by

wealthy proprietors. A holding by holding enquiry would not have been possible in a
year such as this.

1 should remark that a large proportion of the balance under suspension ought
to be recovered with the next rabi instalment. This kharif zamindérs have to pay
back their seed and rent. Takdvi plus half the takdvi for purchase of bullocks, and
that is as much as can be managed. But though Hissiris not a rabi district, if I
may use the term, the present rabi crop will, if it comes to matarity, be a record one for
area and cash paying capability. «

(Remarks by R. CLARKE, Esquine, Commissioner and Superintendent, Delhi Division).
-]

Of course the revenue demand is low, and with a good crop even in the rabi we
shall be able to get in some considerable portion of the suspended revenue. But even
if some has to be carried on to kharif 1898, we shall not have any reason to eomplain. If
next rabi and next kharif are good, the suspensions will be easily cleared. o

UMBALLA DISTRICT. ¢

(Carrary C. G. PARSONS).

It is hard on the petty jAgirdérs to suspend their revenue as they have sometimes
little else to depend on, but it is impossible to avoid it. The nunmber of mixed khélsa
and jigir villages is very large, and as in this district we follow the advice of the
Suttjement Officer and suspend either half or the whole or (but' less often) a quarter of
the demand for a harvest, the jigirdérs have to take the chances. When hundreds of
villages have to be considered, it is hard enough to get the amount of suspension fixed in
time without any elaborations, and the principles enunciated by the Commissioner of
Rawalpindi, which somewhat aimed at a holding to holding suspension system seemed full
of difficulty. Moreover, they were quite at variance with the advice given by the Settle-
ment Officer here as to the desirability of suspending half, a whole, or a quarter of #he
demand so as to avoid complicating village accounts. A

The importance of getting out suspension orders very early is great, as often
lambardérs begin collecting a month before the date fixed for payment. If suspension,
orders issue after they have made part collection, they are tempted to misappropriate the
money. One noticeable case like this occarred and was investigated, and others were
believed to have occurred. o

LUDHIANA DISTRICT.

(H. A. ROSE, Esquige).

It js necessary to explain at some length the reason for suspending Rs. 1,582
in the di-alluvion villages. Under the di-allavion assessment rules sanctioned at seftle~
ment, land thrown up is, if cultivated the first year, assessed at one.fourth, next year at -
half, then at three-fourths, and in the fourth year at the full rate on cultivation, without
allowances being made for its quality. The result was that in several villages land, which
owing to its having been ouce cultivated, had come to bear the full assessment under the
rule, though it had actually ceased to be cultivated, having proved to be unfit for cultiva-
tion. Thematter was made the subject of a separate reference, and meanwhile the revenue
due on ull such lands which had become unfit for cultivation was suspended. The referezce

* has resulted in an amendment of the di-ulluvion Rule 2 in Reyenue Secretary to Pun
‘govemment’s No. 142, dated 11th Angust 1897, to the address of the Secrotary to Finan
ommissioner, : ' i

7 e NP g
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;  GUJRAT DISTRICT.

gals

———— —

(Remarks. by A B, D, OUNNINGHAM, Hsquiss, C.1.5. Oome
L ar intendent, liwalpindi Division).
it fﬂrﬁg‘eh" Bnrdon_of ummuma_juuigengiom\h_w% e
- further suspensions are made from t al:h,ni}ff- doshan
caly in hose vilagos i Phdle i hih ho demand
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Rabi 1896 has been mpendod. Mr. Thorburn recognized this, and in Juue lastsuggested
to the Deputy Commissioner that the time had come to consider whether or not any
portioneof this suspended revenue should be remitted. The Deputy Commissioner has yet
_to report on this matter. .

.

SYSTEMS OF FLUCTUATING ASSESSMENT:- .

—

JHANG DISTRICT.

————

(Carraiy P. 8. M. BURLTON.)

®  There are two such systems in force :—

(1). The ﬂ‘mtu%ﬁng saildb assessment on the whole or part of certain river villages
which vary with caltivation : these villages are detailed at pages 22 and 23 of the
Settlement Commissioner's letter appended to the Settlement Report : and

(2). The fluctuating well assessments described in paragraphs 186—06 ofAthe
Bettlement Report.

Both these systems are working well, and are very popular with the people.
Twelve viMages of the Rajoya circle in the Chiniot tahsil and seven villages of
Bér circle in the Jhang tahsil in which the fluctuating well assessment was in foree
received canat water from the Chendb Canal in rabi season of 1896-97, and the revision
of th¥r aggessment was necessitated in consequence. This formed the subject of corre-
spondence in this office Nos. 116, dated 4th May 1897, and 149, dated 8th June 1897.
After some correspondence the {ollowing decision was passed by the IMinancial Commig-
sioner in Secretary to Financial Commissioner’s No. 68 C., dated 19th June 1897 :—

(a) All lands which have been shown in the khasra girdiwari for the last four
years for any crop as chéhi will pay the fixed settlement dbidna ou the
well, + 8 annas per acre for any land irrigated by cazal.

(b) All other areas attached to a well, but which have not been shown as
above will pay Re. 1 per acre.

" (¢} All béardni and saildb land will continue to pay as heretofore.

This new decision has been received by the people with some disapprobation as

- they hoped to get irrigation from the canal without any additional rate. However as
the orders were if they did not ugree, they wonid get no water, they noon came to, terms.

As ®bove stated the system of fluctuating well agsessment is very popular. One feature

of this system is that a new well is free from revenue for three years and an old well
renewed is free for one yeat, so that the people are induced to defraud Governmeut b

leaving old avells and building new ones from the same materials, but I believe that the .

practice is not common. 2

DERA ISMAIL KHAN DISTRICT.

| e AR —_—— .

(H. W. GEE, Esquikg). |

- The Diman system of assessment, viz., one-fourth fixed and three-fourths fluctuating,
has been partially superseded by a purely fluctuating system. As noted in previous
reports, 2V villages have been brought under a purely fluctuating system of assessment.
The working of the system continues to be satisfactory. It is found necessary to post the
best patwaris to these fluctuating circles, and their girddwaris are generally carefully done.

: The Tahsil Khdm system is admittedly defective, but is working as satisfactorily

as can be expected. It is not probable that the Usterénds and Bhittannis will wish for

any ohu‘x%e in the system at the coming settlement, but in the case of the Gandapurs when
. the t#ibal lands have been partitioned the Daman system will become guitable for those
* villages whick rely entirely on hill-torrents for their irrigation.

%% DERA GHAZIKHAN DISTRICT.

S ~
" (Remarks by A. H. DIACK, Esquizr, Settlement Officer). :

ﬂhﬂ 4 ratems of fluctuating assessment, which have been this year introduced”in the
u the new settlement, are as follows ;— 2

On the land irrigated by canals in the Sanghar, Dera und Jampur lahsils,
ad in two villages of the Réjanpur tahsil, a rate (not a differantial crop
) per acre of all crops matured with the aid of canal watbr. The

ers in the four tahsils, and is taken in addition to a fixed
nt which has been imposed on the land in its uuirrigated’

e » )
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" aspect. In Sanghar the fixed assessment has been confined to well
. :&e- ; elsewhere it has been put on all lands commanded by the canals,
The demand for the year for the land under this system was Rs, 1,02,198,
oft which Rs. $9,548 were due to Government, and Rs. 2,650 assigned.
The average demand as estimated at settlement was Rs. 1,04,000. The

bad working of the canals in Septembsr explains the deficiency this year.

e (2). On land watered by river flood throughout the district, and in Réjanpur
on such canal-irrigated land slso as liss within the tract liable to
4 river flood, a scale of differential crop rates. The demand for the year

and the estimate framed at settlement were Ks. 89,947 and Rs. 95,285,
respectively. The river floods were equal to the average of the five years
on which the estimate was based, but there was much crop failure owing

to the deficiency of the winter rains. e

(8). Inthree villages of the Sanghar tahst], rates of Re. ] per acre of wheat
and nine annas per acre of other crops raised withethe aid of hill-torrent
water, or of rainfall alone. This system was offered to all such villages
in the Pachddh circles of the four tahsils as lie at the tails of the hill-
torrents and the distributaries from them, and® are consequently very
uncertain of their supply of water, but was accepted only by the three
villages above referred to, all the others preferring the fixed assessments
which were announced to them. The year was not a good one in the
part of the Sanghar Pachadh in which these villages lia, and the demand
was only Rs. 18 as compared with the estimate of Rs. 455.

MISCELLANEOUS LAND REVENUE. '
HISSAR DISTRICT.

——— —

(P. D. AGNEW, Esquirg).

The increase under this head is chiefly due to the forfeitures of lambardérs’ fees

owing to the non-payment of owner’s rate and Government revenue by due date, as
enerally occurs in season of scarcity. The forfeitures are not a matter for congratu-
ation. At the same time 1 know that Captain Dunlop-Smit h in many cases éﬁowed
time to lambardérs in difficulties. But the rules as to collection of owner’s rate at Jleast
give the Collector no power to refrain from forfeiting the lambardér’s percentage if the
sum due be not paid by due date, however much the lambardir may be deserving of
commiseration.

Ll

ALLUVION AND DILUVION.
DELHI DISTRICT. Y

(Carraixy H. S. P. DAVIES). ' -

It is uuder consideration to apply for sanction to introduce the di-alluyiop rules of
Karnél-Umballa to this district as the working of the existing rules lias not been found a
success, as revenue is damanded and paid by gersons whose lands have been' washed «
away and full rates have in cases been collected on re-gained lands. The system bears
h,j]y on the people, but it has the authority of the village administration papers.

HOSHIARPUR DISTRICT.,

(Masor E. INGLIS).

The result of alluvion and dilavion action during the year under report i;x"ﬂlil
district is shown below— : it 1

—— o e = R -~ ' 4
DILUYION. ALLUVION. . Gasoom rosl
Area. Jama, Area. : s -
g . Acres, Rs, Aom-.—
i {1805'96 rer e J 1’790 // 2,082 1,979
2 (1806.97 1,881 2,712 1,746
- {1895-96 SR s 448 612 2442
£ (189697 R SR | T O Y SR
2 {W 23879 | 5,145 lzgxsi
O (1808-97 G 81T 16466 |
R 5
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with 1895-96 the rains in 1896-97 were not h ‘3 and hence di-alln-
on the i»mrym!m On the Sutlej river the area gained was jonly grazing
land, Whilst the revenue was reduced for cultivated lands lost or deteriorated by floods.
: “M“.ﬁbw'lund _has been re-gained, but there has been at the same t#ue a remission of
revenue. The great redaction in the revenue of cho lands is owing to the effect of
amended urdr ret rule. : 5

The special inquiry and field to field inspection made in 1895-96, and the altera- «

‘tion in the rules have caused a fall in the revenue demaud. There were 730 villages
under di-alluvion inquiry both for river and chos. ‘his year 106 cases were filed, as the
increase or loss did not reach the minimum limit, and action was taken in the remaining
cases. The Revenus Assistant was deputed to inspect the whole ‘work in March and
April 1897 in four tahsils, and was not given any assistance, as it was deemed better to
ep the di-allnvion work referring to the chos in the bands of one man this year
when the amended rule regarding wrar ret came fully iuto force, so as to enstre
aniformity througRouty '

There could vot be any doubt about the destruction of caltivated land by sand,
and remissions were granted accordingly. But cases of deterioration of s0il are not so
easy to decide.

The Revenue Assistant did not grant remission to doabtful sandy soils, i.e.,, which
appeared to have been affected by sand, but bore a good crop. Such cases were reserved
for the ednsideration of one or two harvests more. All cases of deterioration of soil
were inspected by the Revenue Assistant. In cases of doubt he compared the present
clasg of the %oil with the classification at settlement, and examined the crop register
to adcerthin whether inferior or superior crops were grown in past years, and had the
goil dug in places to see the position and quality of the original soil, and of tha sandy upper
surface, and also compared the standing crop with the surrounding crops on different
classes of soils. All superior classes of land that had deteriorated by admixture of
sand were granted remission. But iunferior classes ol soils, such as waira-retar, chal-
retar and sir were not treated so liberally, Remissions were granted to them, when the
least shadow of doubt did not exist.

Maira-retar deserves consideration when its component part of sand begins to

exceed 75 per cent. in proportion, and if it can show a past history of khariba and poor

, harvests, and compares unfavorably with surrounding maira-retars, so far as actual out-
turn or standing crops are concerned, then it certainly demands reinission. All doubtful
cases were rejected by the Revenue Assistant in his inspection. Thns all the inferior
sandy soils recorded as deteriorated in the special inquiry did not obtain remission, bat
shey will be considered from harvest to harvest on the principles above mentioned, which
were clearly explained to the subordinate establishment and illusteated on the spot. [t

is never safe to form an opinion in such cases on the inspection of u single harvest,
. b ’ -
Mogra-retars and chal-retars, which did mot get remission hefore, wore allowed'

reljef, for the reasons mentioned at length n the cho report of 1895-96.

The area affected by chamb water in the Sirwil tract which used not to be bronght
* on the remission list was considered this year.

Remission under amended rale for sand drift (more than half of the net loss this

year by chos) amounted to Rs. 5,490, Damage by cho floods depends upon the

~ amount of rainfall, which varies from year to year, but damage by sand drifs, it is feared,
~ will go on increasing with the hot winds of each summer season.

(churko by Coroner'C, F. MASSY, Commiwinﬁnr and Superintendent, Jullundur

Division).

, - This subject is fully dealt with in separate correspondence on the subject of modi-
fication of the rules under which remissions are made for damage by cho action, and on
~ the general subject of profection of the district from cho encroachments. 1 need only
heve note that Major Inglis and his Revenne Assistant Lila Ganga Sahdi have given most
cayeful personal attention to the subject ; and that remissions Lave been made only when
this course was unavoidable,

,," L LAND REVENUE ASSIGNMENTS, <
e 'LUDHIANA RISTRICT.

e

Lk

7 (E. A. ROSE, Esquree). W,
\innntbhcnndihoqofsn assignment thut it canaot be ..ligndga,
"» the tachment of jigir revenue in execgtion of a
‘Act XXTII of 1871 does not protect any one of the iégirs in this.

§
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The consequences are disastrous. A jégirddr cannot hypothecate his jigir and
borrow at reakonable interest, but when he has borrowed st the exorbitant interest
charged on bad spcurity, his creditor can always obtain a decree and attach his jéigir in .
(practically) perpetuity, so that the jagir is to all intents and purposes alienated in con-
travention of the conditions of the grant. This is one of the results of. piecemeal
legislation. At the present moment certain important jagirs in this district are at the
mercy of the money-lender. In a few years several will have become de jfacto, if not

v

de jure, the property of the holders of decrees against the jagirddrs.

Another device often resorted to to evade the condition against alienation is
to give the creditor a power-of-attorney to collect the assigned revenue. The ouly
disadvaniuge (to the creditor) is that the power can be cancelled &t any moment. As
a matter of fact, however, the device results ina substantial amoaut of assigned revenpe
going direct into the pockets of the money-lender.

It seems to me that all this is worthy of consideration. It Was surely not the
intention of Government in making or continuing these assignments that the land-
revenue of the country should become the private property of the capitalist classes.

‘

(Remarks by Coronet C. F. MASSY, Commissioner and Superintendent, Jullundur
Division).

How can we artificially protect the jagirdar ! The ordinary agriculturists entitled
to have as much consideration as the assignee of Government reyenue. Both require
protection, ; . f

GENERAL RE-ASSESSMENT.
MOOLTAN DISTRICT. .

(Remarks by E. D. MACLAGAN, Esquizr, Settlement Officer).

The Settlement Officer joined the district in October, and arrangements for remea~
surement commenced towards the end of the year, when the patwéris had got rid of girdé-
wari and cher work. Beyond remeasurement thereis no particular progress to record
in the matter of re-assessment proceedings. The system to be followed in canal assess-
ments was under discussion towards the end of the year, and a report on the subject
will be submitted to the Settlement Commissioner.

‘..

MONTGOMERY DISTRICT.,

—

(Remarks by P. J. FAGAN EsqQuirg, Settlement Oficer).

The work of measurement was practically complete in Pékpattan by the end o
the year, only one estate remaining to be completed. = In Dipélpur the measurements of
estates weve still incomplete ; but work is in progress in all of them, and they will be
finished by the end of 1897, or very nearly so. Fina! inspection work at the end of the
year was fairly well up to date, except on the part of Tahsilddrs, more especially in
Dipélpur, but in this connection | invite special attention to the fact that no Settlement
nor Extra Tahsilddrs have been sanctioned for this district. Our Tahsildérs have, I

, think, worked very fairly hard, but bardened as they are with both district and speéia.l
settlement work, it has beeu difficult for them to keep pace in their final inspection
work with that done by the special staff. The absence of Settlement or Extra Tahsil-
dérs has hampered operations all through. Detailed jamabandis, in accordance with the new
maps, have still to be prepared in 224 estates. This work will be completed in the conrse
of the cold weather by the patwiris collected at the tahsils, During the first two quarters
of the year under report, I carried out the detailed inspection for assesswent purposes of
489 estates in the Sutlej tahs(ls ; these comprised nearly all those of the Dipé par tahsil,
and some in Pikpattan. B (Gt

-

: In November, a report containing proposals as to the system of assessmen e
followed in regard to lands irrigated by the Sutlej Inuudutigi p‘mh’w‘:th:?mt&b:
new schédule of water-rates, was submitted and orders on it were received in the course
of the year, 7The Assessment Report of )he Dipélpur tahsil was submitted in June last;
it is ‘at present before Government.! The result of the proposals made therein
an enhancement of Rs. 70,000 per annum, including "’P“M m Skl i
vantage and sailéb land revenue. Since the beginning ofm ‘ourrent quarter 1 h

_inspected some 100 estates in the Pakpattan tahsil, and hope to sul
Report by the middle of December, or very shortly after. An er
o sif siztriﬁqtiou over holdings of the new assesstients which will b
. undertaken in both tabsils, and considerable progress has be
method to be adopted having been determined in 76 este

]
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GENERAL RE-ASSESSMENT. ) 31

JHELUM DISTRICT.

’
(Remarks by W. 8. TALBOT, Esquire, Sattlement Officer).

The year under report was the second of the general re-assessment operations
ordered by Punjab Government Notifications No. 221 and 222 of 3rd December 1895, -

Survey operations have been in progress throughout the year, but have been a
good deal hampered by the prevailing scarcity. It is irapossible to undertake remeasufe-
ment in villages at all seriously affected, and many cases occurred in which survey
operations already in progress in a village had to be stopped. In the Jhelum taheil it was
practically only in the riverain villages that measurements were possible for the greater
part of the year, and the Pind Diddan Khan Thal was hardly touched—all this caused a

d deal of interruption of work. A certain number of patwéris and kdndngos were
also employed for short, periods on relief works.

Over one-quarter of the total area of the district was surveyed, but of the rest
nearly one—seven(tlh consists of Government rakhs, generally uncultivated hill waste, the
measurement of which®so far as necessary will take comparatively little time. The
percentage on total cultivated area re-measured is a good deal larger. Making all allow-
ances for various interruptions, the outturn of work i1s somewhat small. The choice is
really between accuracy and rapidity, and the former seems to be preferable. In a large
part of the district rapid progress is impossible, the fields owing to the conformation of
the ground being of the most irregular shapes, aund taking each at least three or four
timeg as long to map as an ordinary field in a level plain.
.

Measurements are almost always on the square system, and experience here seems
to show that this system is the best even in rough and hilly country where at first sight
square laying would be thought out of the question. Measuremeunts on the square system
are unquestionably far mqre accurate than plane table measurements, even in such broken
country, and this more than compensates for the tronble and loss of time involved
by them.

As noted last year convenient areas in each tahsil are being surveyed on a common
base line, there is one base line for instance for the whole of Talagang practically, and
another for the Pind Dddan Khan plains, and so on.

The system works satisfactorily on the whole, though disliked by subordinates, as
it igvolves greater trouble than the system of giving each village a separate base line.

No asséssment report has yet been sent in, but that for the Pind Dédan

Rlmn tahsil will now be submitted within a few days, the report for Chakwil and Tala-

ang will probably be submitted about July next, and that of the Jhelum tahsil about

iglve months later ; this wilkallow ample time for the‘introduction of the new jamis from
Kharif 1899, when the present settlement terminates.

DERA GHAZI KHAN DISTRIOT.

MRemarks by A. H, DIACK, Esquier, Settlement Officer, Dera Ghiizi Khan).

R The distribution of the new land.revenue of the Sanghar tahsil, which had Dbeen
commenced in the previous year, was completed in the year under report. The orders
of Government were received during the year on the assessment of the other three tahsils,
and the new fixed demand was distribnted, and had in great part been collected, by the
end of the vear. The new assessment of date revenue was also sanctioned and brought

- into force. The new records-of-rights were completed and filed in the tahsils; there

~ i8 no room for them at present in the district office. The administration papers were
revised, and, in accordance with the orders of the Financial Comeissioner, a supplementary

- vernacular Riwdj-i-Adm was prepared to form the basis of a volume of the series on

Cusfomary Law. The investigation of revenue-free tenures was completed, and another
wafg_i‘svolving considerable expenditure of time was the revision of leases of land from
Govérnment rakhs which are very numerous in this district. Proposals bave been

"~ framed for the re-organizatidn of zails and patwéris’ circles. The field establishment

', was transferred to the new Muzaffargarh Settl};ment. at the end of the year, and the

- work remaining to be done is the incorporation of the new demand in the rentwyoll, the

- completion of méfi registers, and the preparation of tho Final Report and Gazetteer.

is work will, it is hoped, be concluded in Jm‘:ery or February 1898. The enkance-

ents secured in khilsa land-revenue and in water-rates are estimated at Rs. 85,000

. 80,000, Yespectively, and the cost of the settlement has been 3} lakhs. :

Cotonnt J. A. MONTGOMERY, Settlomant Commissioner, Punjab).
ip e 3 -

etitle hm practically oampiatod. The establishment has been trans- °
1 and it only remains for Mr. Diack to finish the work noted in this®
5 &onh Ill.thil‘wo'rk mth conspicuous d’:ility and indastry. '
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COERCIVE. PROCESSES FOR COLLECTION Of LAND REVENUE ON
(APPLICATION OF VILLAGE HEADMEN. -

KARNAL DISTRICT. .
(J. F. CONNOLLY, Eequizg).

Where, in a village with several lambarddrs, each lambarddr is responsible for
tHe collection of the revenue of his thula, and gets his pachotra on that revenue, little
difficulty arises. The Jambardér cannot throw the work on to avybody else, and, if a
biswadar is dilatory in paying, the lambardar shonld be encouraged to apply for coercive
process at once. Year by year the number of such processes must increase, as the
influence of the lambardar is fast on the wane; above all, in the Jai villages. e

Where in a village there are eight or ninelambardérs, all jointly responsible for tne
collection of the whole revenue, and all receive the same amount of pachotra, the position
in the matter of unpunctuality of payments is becoming intolsrable. In such cases
the Collector should be empowered to allocate to each lambardér the duty of collecting
the revenus of his thula, and to receive pachotra in proportion to that revenue. Several
lambardirs have asked me to do this, as they cannot agree amongst themselves to do it ;
there will aiways be two or three lambarddrs who receive more pachotra under the
present system than they would receive under the proposed one. = Until something like
the proposed system can be put in force, dilatory payments in the villages ip question
are pound to be of more frequent occurrence. X

In many of the wealthiest villages of the district, the lambardars this year lost
their dbidna owing to the non-payment of canal revenue within the preseribed period.
For this they blame me, as I would not give them tahsil chaprésis to collect the revenue
for them.

SURVEY AND BOUNDARY DEMARCATION.

JHELUM DISTRICT.
(H. A. (?A—S—SON, Esquirg).

Besides the ordinary petty boundary cases between individual owners, of which
291 were instituted, and 260 decided during the year, progress has been made towards
the settlement of some important disputes between villages of this district and villages
of Shahpur on the river Jhelum. All the outstanding disputes between the two districts
were gettled some years ago by a strong Revenue Assistant on the Shahpur side, and a
weak one on the Jhelom side, in a manner very unfavourable tothe interests of the
Jhelum villages. In most cases of course the decision cannot now be questioned, bht in
one or two important mistakes have been found which have necessituted thie re-opening
of the cases. °

Petty boundary cases between individuals now receive more attention than hereto-
fore. . g

DERA GHAZI KHAN DISTRICT.

(Remarks by H. A. DIACK, Esquire, Settlement Oficer, Dera Ghizi Khan District).

Mr. Watson, Assistant Commissioner, settled during the cold weather a number
of long pending disputes regarding the boundary between the district and Bahdwalpur,
and no part of the boundary as shown in the. new field maps is under dispute. To pre-
vent the accumulation of disputes in future under the shifting boundary rule, it is very
necessary titat & Sab-Surveyor should be sent every two years to assist the Assistant
Commissioner of Réjaupur in demarcating the boundary at disputed points, Several
disputes regarding the boundary between the district and Muzaffargarh were also settled
during the year, and the boundaries shown in the field maps of villages in this district

are now in agreement with the corresponding boundaries shown in the field maps of

the adjacent villages of Muzaffargarh. A Gazette notification has been published deciar-

ing the bouundary between such villages to be the boundary between the two disfricts.

The boundary between the district and Dera Isméil Khan was also similarly ad.

This gave less trouble hecause the boundaries in the maps'of the two districts had bun ' ‘A

REVENUE RECORD ROOMS.
HOSHIARPUR DISTRICT. -

g (MAJOR &. INGLIS).. . ¢
q.‘h.ﬂ@ i ] m in&du“a in thi' 5ok Aw‘_h‘ ok ,.‘»'} v

reconcil:lt,i at regular settlement. In the case of Muzaffargarh this had not been done.

il

ih
-
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A 3 { o i
(Remarks by Covoner, C. F, MASSY, Commissioner and Supsrintendent, Jullundur
Division.) ’

.

The copying postal agency has been a great success in this® district. Major
Inglis has just applied to be allowed to spend the surpius savings in improving some of
‘the temporary buildings (used by suitors) in the Kacheri compound,

AMRITSAR DISTRICT. 3

(A. E. MARTINEAU, Esquizs.)

The income js divided equally amongst all the copyists.

(Remarku‘by Coroyrr J. B. HUTCHINSON, Commissioner and Superintendent,

Lahore Division.)

As a matter of fact in no district are the rules strictly followed aslaid down by
‘the Chief £ourt. In those rules no provision is made for a head copyist, but without a head
copyist the work could not be properly carried on, and he must receive some remuneration.
By the rulgs each® copyist ought to receive nine-tenths of the copying fees paid
for emch gopy that he makes. 'The general system followed is that the fees for the month
ary collected and kept by the head copyist ; at the end of the month he receives a cer-
tain share,and the rest is distributed among the copyists. In some districts they are
classified, in others the distribution is made in equal shares to all.

The Chief Court roles certainly ought to be modified.so as to allow of the appoint-
‘ment of a head copyist.

DERA GHAZI KHAN DISTRICT.

: (Carrary C. P. THOMPSON.)

»« Thetotal number of applications for copies during the year under report wa®
about 8,600, of which 2,700, 75 per cent., were made through the copying agency.
‘(Rentarks by H. A. ANDERSON, Bsquire, Commissioner and Superintendent,
3 Derajit Division.)

~ This is very satisfactory, and the figures show that the scheme is popular and
‘successipl in the Dera Ghizi Khan District.

.. PROGESS-SERVING ESTABLISHMENT.

g : JULLUNDUR DI§TRICT.

s B 1% penilns

(Lieorexaxr-Corones A, peC. RENNIPK.)

% Thurty-four process-servers were employed during the year, as in the previous year,
e the collection of land revenue. These men are employed ounly as processes are issued,
nd are paid according to the uumber of days they are actually employed : they are, as a
, apprentice chaprasis of tahsils, ‘

i ; ‘-;-:v_,". b
by Coroxew C. F. M Am?go;-;mumoner and Superintendent, Jullundur
W TR R Rovenne Report of last year. T have been doing my best
’&\rih'g s il gry men as temporary servants, and in most districts
er is now enyfﬂ)rwu&ud by Deputy Commissioners. Takin

d by each of the 34 men temporarily employe
of men would have done the work qu :




¢

34 Bl EXTRACTS FROM REPORTS.

™

LAHORE DISTRICT.

LY D e

e
(Remarks by Cevoxsyr J. B. HUTCHINSON, Commissioner and Superintendent, Lahore
Division.) ‘
Tt is interesting to note the variations in this work in the different districts of this
* Division.

S —— e e e —

R o
Average No. |Average cost
District Nol.‘ of rt:::s: No. of proces-| of processes | of service of
istriot. - syezl?v ers. | 08 served. | served by | each pro-
: each man. Cess.
- -
Rs. a. p.
B0 4 T e 63 1,454 | ¢ 23| 0.3 1
Amritsar ... s 107 1,494 14 0 9 9
Gurdéspur 51k o 102 4,789 46 | « 4 2
Mooltén .., 640 3,237 . 5p 0 4 6
’>
IR o L e g 18 1,253 70| 0 10
Montgomery s0s 29 1,512 81 007

— — — _ o

It is difficult to account for these variations. In Mooltén, it is true, the distances

« are great, but that would hardly account for the necessity of putting on too many men,
and the cost in that district is higher than any other, while in Jhang and Montgomery the
«distances are also great, and in these districts fewer men were employed, and the cost was
very small. As regards size of district, Lahore, Gurddspur and Amritsar do not vary
much, but the cost in service varies from Re. 0-2-2 to Re. 0-4-2. :

Probably in Mooltén a man was sent out with only one or two processes to serve
at a time, while in Jhang and Montgomery each man was sent out with a large number
requiring service in one direction at one time. It is quite clear from the above table that
with care and discretion a Tahsilddr may reduce the cost of service of processes to a very
small sum, The matter is one requiring attention of Collectors.

OTHER MATTERS UNDER THE LAND REVENUE ACT. .
KANGRA DISTRICT.

(R. SYKES, Esquizs.)

Rents payable to mortgegees generally take the form of a fixed amount of produce ;
details of the area on which rents are paid in this form are given in Statement §o. XII

Mortgagees in such cases often bring saits for the recovery of rent on the allegations that
the produce has been divided and left in deposit with the tenant, and the suit is brought
not for the recovery of rent, but for the value of goods left in deposit, and is instituted in
the Civil Courts. It is difficult in such cases to say that the case is one triable by a
Revenue Court, i

HOSHIARPUR DISTRICT.
“ (Masor B. INGLIS,) A e

' UThe amount of land-revenue remftted through the Pokltv Office was Rs. “ﬁm i
inst Rs, 87,006 in the preceding year. About % of the money thus sent came from
?:a tahsfl, where in the rainy season owing to s in Fohan stream it is more con

venient to pay the June and July instalments by money order.

This system is very popular where small remittances
journey to _intronﬁome.‘ In the case of large sums

o
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ing to, and returning from, tahsfl than by paying the money order commission, and at
g;e‘ gsame time attends to his odd jobs at the Court or the market. Kecepting Una
tahsil, which is a long narrow strip of conntry with its head-quarters fyr from the ex-
treme ends, the head-quarters of all other tahsils are within one day’s journey from the
furthest limit. The money order system will always gain favor with the Una people, but
will, I think, never be used to a great extent in other tahsfls. .

MOOLTAN DISTRICT.

e ——

(J. G. M. RENNIE, Esquige.)

Rent cases gjve much trouble in this district owing to the fact that rents are almost
all fixed in kind. Notking is more unsatisfactory than the trial of such cases either as
original cases or un appeal, as landlords have a habit of waiting till the period of limita«
tion has nearly expired and then suing, and it is hopeless to attempt to find out what any
particular land may havé®yielded three years back,

(Remarksby Covoxer J. B. HUTCHINSON, Commissioner and Superintendent, Lahore
e e Division). "

- -ulIf the 3wners choose to put off suing till limitation is nearly up, they must ran the
risk o’ nof being able to prove how much is dus to them. I notice that the Collector has
dismissed some claims on the ground that it lies with the owners to prove how much is

due to them.
- SIALKOT DISTRICT. +
(Major F. W. EGERTON.)
e The preparation of the arz-irsél by patwiris was found not to answer as explained

last year, and the system has not again been reverted to.

" Inote with some surprise in the review on the Revenue Administratiod for
189896, that the system is considered a success in other districts where it has been tried.
1 did not decide to abandon the system without full reflection, and the complaints against
it were very general. I need hardly say that my conclusions were not arrived at in con-
sultation with the wisil béki névis.

* On the other hand, the remittance o!fﬁrevenue by postal money order promises to
prove a great success. Rs, 17,040 was remitted in this way in the year under report,
which is an increase of nearly Rs. 10,000 on last year’s figures.

) ]
: The system of supplying copies by value-payable parcel also promises to be a
. ssucoess, and should no doubt be generally adopted. This system was only introduced

last year.

,'Wﬂn by A. F. D. CUNNINGHAM, Esqouirs, c.1.k., Commissi ;i
( y e lpindi Divieion. massioner and Superintendent,

ik Payment of revenue without pre-audit by the wasil bék.i navis was den

Bk e Zﬁ. failure in Sialkot. 1t does not seem to have become popular any:b?:':c?g

~ the '&ﬂnﬂn 1 have no doubt that the system got a fair trial here.

L - > 1

~ Payment ?y money ogde;- of .the Government demand has revived. Last year if

" geemed to be losing popnlungﬂ. It is nnfortunate that even this system does not save

" » the zamindérs from black-mailing. Though 1896-97 shows a revival, still the amouafs sent

~ through the Post Office are not lm_'go in themselves. I confess that I do not think that the

yet come in many districts in which we should seek to discourage the old

ayment at the tahsil. Itis no great hatship for a lambardir to go to "the

ree times a year, and when a Tahsfldér is new it is a distinct advantage

isit the head-quarters of the pargana. - ;

i i g s b e

-

ng gopies sent them. Thisis a matter ®under
iated. However, here it seems to be growing i SO
("‘j@igionogtholnbjoot. i ‘“‘W“f“!j

»
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% - EJECTMENT:

UMBALLA DISTRICT.

A ; (Carraixy C. G. PARSONS.)

S I do not know in- how many cases of ejoctment mortgagees were the ejecting
parties, but I think that they must have been such in the majority. In most of
the cases which come up before me on appeal mortgagees appear as the parties trying to
evict the true proprietors. The number of applicatious for ejoctment this year (viz., 347)
though greater than last year, is not remarEahle. There were 355 in 1894-95. The
number of eéjectments actually made is not half as great as the number of applications,
and I do not think this is a matter for regret. I presume that no Revenue Officer can
view with equanimity the spectacle of a true owner being turned 6ut by an usurer.
Procedure in this department of work is rather slackly followed. Very often vhe notices
.of ejectment contain no specification of the land in question.

o

HOSHIARPUR DISTRICT.

- ———

(Masor E. INGLIS.)

I remarked last year that a distinction between Sections 41 and 40 cwas advisable
when noting the status of mortgagor’s possession, for zaminddrs, whose only relource
is produce of the land, in transferring that area, are under the impression that they ‘are
parting with proprietary rights (hag-i-milkiyat), and not with cultivating possession
(hag-i-kdsht). They think they caunot be ejected so long as they pay rent (Section 41).
But the patwiri indiscriminately notes all mortgagors under the mortgagees as ghair-
maunrusi (Section 40). I am glad to say that tahsil officers in sanctioning mutations of
mortgages in compliance with my instruotions, made out where the conditions of Section
4] existed. 'The note of the Revenue Officer about the intention of the mortgagor is a

od proof of the meaning when the transaction is fresh, which otherwise two or three years
ater would not have been believed against the patwdri’s records. Another good that has
been 'done is, that the mortgagor is put on his guard from the beginning, and can take ..
-measures for his protection.

a

TRANSFERS OF TENANT-RIGHT. T

UMBALLA DISTRICT. * T Tt

—_—

* (Carmam C. G PARSONS).

There were 10 sunits by landlords to set aside transfers made of rights of necupaney
in the year, as against 22 in the previous year. All the 10 cases were disposed of in the
year. The consent of the landlord is very rarely songht in the regulation manner; so'
that landlords almost always win their objection cases. But very many transfers take
place without objection being lodged. It is doubtful whether the mass of the landlords
understand that their consent must be obtained. Sometimes they find it out suddenly,
and then bring objections against transfers passively condoned for years, ;

HOSHIARPUR DISTRICT.

a

(Masor E. INGLLS.) i et

There were two applications during this year ngningt three lust Xm“ M
occupancy temants to serve notice of intended transfer, under Section 53 or Bection 54
the landlord. There were 85 suits against 79 last year on bebhalf of the landlords
; the transfcrees of occupancy rights. In such cases decrees are nc
g:e tenants. The transferees always plead consent or acquiescence of the
trafsfer. Sometimes it is also stated&hat occupancy tenants can alienate
permission of the landlord. The clearest evidence is demanded to prove ac
subsequent ratification. It is not customary, however, fo g
district to inform the landlords of the intended transf
lications under Section 76 (1) (¢) and.
by the Jand

on to such v
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7 KARNAL DISTRICT.

.
-

(J. F. CONNOLLY, Esquire.)

- The completion of the main line of Sarsuti Canal, which was undertaken by the
District Board, was pushed through, thanks to the exertions of Bibi Tej Rém, Sub-
Djvisional Officer of the Irrigntion Department, whose services were temporarily lent to me,
and 20,000 bighas were irrigated in 1896, securing to many of the Naili villages sufficient

ain to last out the famine, 1In spite of the dry year, there was ample water to irrigate
three times this area, “indeed much more, but the villages ecommanded conld not all be
reached, as water-courses had to be constructed, and it was at first thought that the canal
could not be completed bgfore June 1897. The villagers were also suspicions as to the sup-
ply of water available. I entertain great expectations from this canal and from its proposed
extensions, and believe it will be possible eventually to irrigate from it all the tract south
of the Sarsuti, up to the present limit of irrigation from the Sirsa Branch. The Kaithal
people woudd, of course, prefer irrigation from the Sirsa Branch, wkich, if water were
sufficient, is possible in many villages, and were inclined to sneer at an inundation canal
like the Sarguti, bht after the present year’s experience—one village, Théni, had
7,0004bighas of rice (zird), yielding 8 maunds to the kachcha bigha—they are mow
_convinced that it will be of great benefit to them. The rates at present in force are very
low, rice being charged with Rs. 2-8-0 an acre only, with no owner’s rate, and this rate
I can safely raise to Rs. 4.

(Remarks by R. CLARKE, Esquize, Commimfo.ncr and Superintendent, Delhi Division,)

We are still in the experimental stage as regards this canal, but I am sanguine
that it will be a great success.

MOOLTAN DISTRICT.

- : (J. G. M. RENNIE, Esquire.)

The following table farnishes the particulars of working of the five canals mentioned
in last year’s report, viz, the Sidhndi, Kordnga, F'dzil Shdb, Abdul Hakim and Barkat Ali

Khin issuing from the Ravi:—

s - e T .

Avea irrigated in previous | Area irrigated in year

year, under report. Diﬂo'renoo.

: . Tahent,* Name of Canal,
e SR Khaff, | Rabi. | Total. | Kharf. | Rabi. | Total

L]

In- De-
cronse, crense,

22,757 | 18,364 | 36,121 | 26,067 | 10,780 | 36,797 676
] 86,568 | 80,606 | 67,169 | 58,420 | 30,085 | 89,405 | 22,2306

59,320 | 48,070 |1,03,200 | 84,487 | 41,715 |1,26,202 | 22,012

860 | 1740 | 2015 | 1,086 | 2,208 | 8,024| 13800
| 3508 | 8880 | cosr| eoer | agn | mems| wsm| .
Hakim .| 2000 1510 | ases| sses | sare | 7787 4,:11;ﬁ

: ol el et amk sl ml o4l e

i | 97,428
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For the Innndn.bmn Qmuh ﬂu mﬁ-bicn in thq tlhle ap@ondad hmuh dohih
of working, «

\

4

Area irrigated in
acres.
¢ Tahsil. g:“m‘;:‘ Difference. | REMARKS.
A 1895-96. | 1896-97. ’
Mooltdn . i " e e e 81 77,036 | 142,768 | 465,732
Shujabad ... 8 64,463 56,797 | —7,666 .
Lodhrén 17| 81,363 | 64,790 | —16,573
Ml e e 11| 60926 | 87448 ] —26.522
Kabfrwﬂn 3 1,985 1,521 +464
Wil o ) 47 | 285773 | 858,324 | +67.551 |

On the whole there is an improvement in the area irrigated of 67,551 acres.

The private canals in the district are the same as last year ; their worlnng is shown

in the table subjoined. | @

Area irrigated in
acres.
& Tahsil. ga.(:aﬁ;f. Difference. R‘IIARKB.
. 1895-96. 1896-97.

Bhojubdd | ... .. 2 o] a2sa0] yme] a0t -

Lodhrén e 3 200 267 +67

Mailsi  * b | 6,810 6,814 +4

Kabirwéla ... 1,238 1,079 —159 | -

o U, g8l 9207  9939| a2 T

o

Here too the fignres have improved, showing an area of 442 acres m‘ng&tﬁd over A
the area of last year.

PESHAWAR DISTRICT.

(Eatracts from 6 Report by C. B. BUNBURY, Esquizs). B

Kabul River Qanal.—~The Canal rema.med thronghout the year in ch
Sheikh Sher Muhammad, Khan Bahadur, under the control of the Deputy Commi
¥ % % % The Canal wprked admirably daring the year, and was gnly olmed
days during the year as shown below :—

You

March 1897 w. 6 days—Breaches of Kafoor Dher and Sh&ﬁi'ﬂl“l‘
May 1897 ... 2 days—Breaches of Shahi Nalas.
August 1897 .. 8 days—Maira Kachori, ¢
September 1897 4 4 days—Mullazai, |
- ‘ i

Total g » 15daya ﬁ

fim v .

in 1895.96 ‘
" Ll The a«nnexed tv.ble
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The gross income for kharif-rabi 1896-97 was as follows :—
iy ’,
. p'.

Water rates W A . 89,579
Hill' “ﬂt e e e . e e e e 22,805
Total income v 1,12,384

The cost of establishment actually maintained and of repairs executed daring kharif-
-rabi 1896-97 are shown below :—

. Actuals, Sanctioned Budget
Post. . Rate. kharif-rab: for for REMARES,
1896-97. 1897-98. 1898-99.
B . o e — - —
T. A Rs. a. p.
»
Assistant Engineer . ... 350+ [ 5462 6 0
LN . e e 65and 80 | 855 0 O *
2 Su -Ovirseets 32:’.8 and 45 | 1,016 11 6 |
Draftsman Olerk... 5 464 6 0 =
’ Do. Simla Allowance 24 14 0 %—g ! g. §.§. ‘ =
Mooghi ... .. .| 15and 20, 20512 O| == |& | &5 Is
Jamadér .., it A 187 12 0 L
15 180 0 0 i :
15 and 20 205 0 0
{g 120 @ O a x
40 0 0
: 10 5 0 0 - .
“Guage-render .. .| 10 70 0 0 ] O
. 8 64 0 O “3 B M B~
: 10 40 0 0
Ohaprasis ol ot 7 322 0 0} ot
Beldars .. .. .| © 1,920 0 0| = a i
—r R
- \ Total Rs. ... {11,227 13 6 | =5 2
Deduct paid out of Dis- : SE ;§§
. trict Board. . 1,200 0 0| 8 & 28
Balange .. .. 10027 13 6| 32 E e
Repairs ... 10,157 8 0
- il =
Total Rs. ... (20,185 5 6

o . Deducting cost of maintenance and establishment during 1896-97 from the gross
» income, the net profit was Rs. 92,199, or 20'6 per cent. on the capital expenditure, Net
- profits of the last foar years are given below for comparison :—

AT A e | e SO SRR ] RN ;7
S N R |
R e e B

Pl e et S D I YOS
~1896-97 PR R L s e e 208

s

N _Thi'l sudden and large increase is mostly due to the introduction of the new dif-
ferential crop rates. In Sepfember 1896, Mr. L. W. Dane when writing the revenue report

this Canal anticipated a net profit of 17 per cent. The income this year has more
an fulfilled his anticipation. The water was plenty for the area irrigated, and{rop' have
good everywhere. e

i&knﬂ.r Sli&lﬁhudntﬁnneé to do good and valuable service during the
pre oﬁedhfronleka 65 to Rs. BOﬂ:m 1st lAp;il 111897' which he well

e himse ar amongst the people his tact nergy
, yithilr:m-,poorgrrioh. Bioes ¥ g ..‘d e o
mmad, Khén' Babédur, in addition to holding ch agge of this
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LAND ACQUISITION ACT No. 1 OF 1804, 41

The total cost of maintenance and establishment of this and the Dc,fba Canal has
been ase follows ;— ¥

.
Canal. Maintenance. Establishment. Total.
Rs. Rs. Rs. o
Michni Dallazak Canal .., 1,391 1,880% 3,280
Doéba Feeder Canal ... +587 176 763
- Total 41,978 2,065 4,043
e e —————— —— T—F—x e — <+ ——ot—— 1‘_: e T T e T : - - —_— -—n.
* # Including Rs. 1,200 of Sher Muhammad’s pay.
+ Includes Rs. 389 for iron gates and gearings.
Total income durimg the year has been—
Area irrigated. Water rates.
Acres. Rs.
L]
Kharif 18§96 ... 1,315 4,666
P Rabi 1897 1,722 1,505
L T e S
. Total 3,037 9,681

Deducting cost of maintenance and establishment of Michni Dallazak Canal the
net profit is Rs. 6,401, or 25 per cent. on the capital outlay. And deducting cost of
maintenance and establishment of the Doéba Canal charged to District Board, the net
profit is Rs. 5,638, or 225 per cent. on capital.

Dodba Feeder Canal.—This Canal worked steadily till the 17th August 1897, when

it was silted up by the heavy flood of the cross drainages. The zamindérs preferred to clear

s+ theirold channel “ Ichri,”” and did not turn up to clear this even on payment. Labour

" could not be had at a moderate rate owing to the frontier disturbances. The clearance is,
however, now in hand, and will be finished in about 10 days.

i ? Iron gates and gearings have been received for the Regulator of the Doiba Canal,
and wi

11 soon be put in.

* Shabkader Branch.~~This branch was constructed just in time to put in kharif 1897,
Therefore shere has been no income from it during the financial year under report.

KOHAT DISTRICT.

. (T. H. HOMAN, Esquire).

A wirab cess at Re. 1 per cent.. on the land revenue of the villages irrigated
by springs and on the Toi in this district is levied, from the proceeds of which (estimated
at Rs. 860 per annum) an establishment, costing Rs. 840, is kept up. The cost of establish-
ment originally sanctioned was, however, Rs. 660 and the surplus income was utilized for
improvement of irrigation works in the district. 'This establishment was found insufficient,

/ wsm the annual cost was therefore gradually raised to Bs. 840, the income and
" expenditure now being about equal. The present establishment is, however, inadequate
for the varions duties required of it, which are mostly done by the tahsil establishment
to the detriment of their other work. It was accordingly proposed during the year under
report, to enbance the mirdb cess of the district, and to entertain an additional establish«
_ment, but as there is no clear provision of the law under which this can be done until the

,, 'oxpiry of the present settlement of the district, the matter was dropped. ]
N Y b ; : =
~ LAND ACQUISITION ACT (No. 10F 1894) .
’ JHANG DISTRICT.
(Capramx P. § M. BURLTON). o

us of the law are not strictly followed by the Canal Dep G,
‘was taken before a notification appeared in the (%overmma?z'o:::n

» y \
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LAND IMPROVEMENT LOANS ACT (No. XIX OF 1883)

UMBALLA DISTRICT.
(Carraix O. G, PARSONS).

. The subject of advances under the Land Improvement Loans Aot has to be taken
up as a speciality owing to the complicated procedure required by the Accounts Depart-
ment, and only those Deputy Commissioners who are in charge of fairly light districts
can bestow the sustained personal attention necessary for sueeess.

JULLUNDUR DISTRICT.

(Ligur.-Coroner A. peC. RENNICK).

Rs. 6,220 were advanced during the year, against Rs. 29,400 in the previous year.
The falling-off was owing to further advances having been stopped. Large sums
have been advanced in this district under this'Act, and have been as a rule pus to good
use, but the recent scarcity of rain has proved the necessity of more wells in bardni
lands, and I anticipate that advances will be eagerly sought for when Government is
prepared to allot the money.

C

MONTGOMERY DISTRICT. o @

(Kaan ABDUL GHAFUR, Khan of Zaida).

1 think the system is popular with the people, but the loans I should think, are °
seldom faithfully applied. In almost every instance time is given two or three times for
the completion of the work. In majority of cases the borrower is warned for completion
of the work. The obvious inference therefore is that the money is applied to some
other purposes than that on which the advance is made, and the work is completed by
money raised elsewhere.

AGRICULTURISTS LOANS ACT (Ne. XII OF 1884).

HISSAR DISTRICT. .

P. D. AGNEW, Esquirg). ?

As stated under head 5 of the report the loss of cattle was territly heavy in this
district, and very many zamindérs were left without plough-bullocks with which t& under
take agricultural operation. 1t was expected that there will be a heavy demand from all
parts of the district for agricultural loans, and to avoid delay which ordinarily occurs in
the completion of preliminary takévi proceedings, all Tahsilddrs were ordered to prepare
lists village by village for their respective tabsils, showing the names of persons actu y in
need of takévi loans, and this was accordingly dove. It is most probable that a full rt-
in the distribution of advances under the Act will be made by Captain Dunlop-Smith in
his Famine Report. Statement No. XXVII gives absolutely no idea of the real extent of
the operations, In all Rs. 4,83,887 were distributed as takdvi, but the sum shown as
finally adjusted before the close of the year is Rs. 89,131 only. This is of course a mere
matter of account, and most of the sums technically unadjusted have since been cleared.
But it is to be regretted that the Revenue Report should not show the extent to which
these loans were grauted, for it is no exaggeration to say that the loans saved the dis~
trict from ruin. The takévi grants were most carefully and wisely made. A grant of
five lakhs was sanctioned by Government, and the sum nearly ‘all taken up. As sai above,
the Tahsildérs prepared preliminary lists of those requiring takévi. thoss s s
ready tho' district was divided for purposes of distribution between Messrs. Butler,
Stephen and Léla Sansér Chand. These officers proceeded to convenient centres and dis.
tributed the loans then and there. Confidential instructions were given to each officer by
Captain Dunlop-Smith as to the principles to be observed in making the grants. Atthe
same time the liberal nt of Rs. 2,35,000 made by the Lahore F Committee was
distributed by these officers. It was used chiefly as a supplement to Government takdvi,
and granted chiefly to those whom the conditions for loans under
its benefits or to those whose needs were not, solely ay

Rowowst, will 50 doubt be daslk with inthe Sation Haan ¥
w;z' crennionl i Mns

¢ was carefully an

L



i P s . )
& 3 ". : & ’ "
INDIAN FOREST ACT (No. VII OF 1878). 43

'DELHI DISTRICT.

. ——
’

(Carray H. 8. P. DAVIES).

The majority of the advaunces were made on the spot Allotments were made to
officers proceeding on tour in those parts of the district where assistance of this kind o
appeared most necesgary. The people were saved the trouble of attending the tahsil or
sadr, and the actual circumstances of each case were heard on the spot. .

UMBALLA DISTRICT.

(Carraivy C. G. PARSONS;.

]

The system of sending an officer into camp with a treasure chest was adopted.
The loans were thus issued with great facility. The Revenue Assistant (Lila Bishambhar
Diél) issued almost all the loans out in the villages. Munshi Fakir Ali issned some. The
system is far preferable Yo the stereotyped system of expecting a man to come into the
sadr, avnd I recommend it for permanent adoption. A Deputy Commissioner cannot be
expected to personally attend to a great number of petty subjects which require great
attention to detail ; and when a Revenue Assistant is relinble it 18 best that he should dis-
pose, on approved lines, of these loan cases, obtaining the Deputy Commissioner’s signa-
tures to the papers as the Regulations require.

”’

1 SIALKOT DISTRICT.

(Masor F. W. EGERTON).

The total advances made in 1896-97 amonnted, under Act XII of 1884, to Rs. 77,776

against Rs. 16,920 in 1895-96. Of these, Rs. 42,941, was advanced for seed, and Rs. 27,470

for the purchase of cattle, and Rs. 7,365 is unexpended but will be spent. I have no

hesitation in saying that the prompt advance of takdvi in the Bet Bela and Charkhri, 2nd

Circle, and some other poor tracts averted famine which was staring the people in the face.

** The sahiikérs absolutely refused seed for sowing except to theirown special clients

on good security and at outrageous interest. The result of these prompt advances was in

somgp cases tp make the banids open their grain stores and so the crisis was passed.

The loans which were for sums under Rs. 50 for seed were to bear no interest if

i * réPRid in the next harvest. It will be of the greatest advautage in subsequent bad years

that the people should realize the fact that they are independent of the bania for seed

provided that they can give reasonable security for an advance from Government, It
will also bea lesson to the banifis not to be too churlish in advancing seed for sowing.

(Remarks by A. F. D, CUNNINGHAM, Esquirg, ¢ 1., Commissioner and
Superintendent, Riwalpindi Division).

L ] \
This subject was fully noted on last year. Had it not been for the timely interven-
. tion of Government with advances for purchase of seed, many would have been driven to
the banid, a step which experience shows the average peasant is rarely able to retrieve,
The surmise in ?ut year’s note that possibly banids were holding back stocks to drive
ood bargains seems to have been a near guess at the truth. The saving of interest to
e borrowers in cases of prompt repayment is undoubtedly a boon. The sums disbursed
to individuals, if those entered in this report are correct, seem high, compared with those
_advanced during distress in other districts, where the object was to induce as many
ts as possible to sow in order get some return, rathgr than to encourage only

the holders of large areas.
« INDIAN FOREST ACT (No. VII OF 1878).

SHAHPUR DISTRICT. L

(Livorssane A. C. ELLIOTT). ,

o n.tﬂe‘mont of the district was finished by Mr. Wilson, dariug the year
beginning of March 1897, a new Forest Division was constituted, the
: ‘v%eplltl Conservator, and all the rakhs which were formerly

nder a
s management have w transferred to the Forest Departmeny.
t rakhs have now been demarcated by pacca pillars and all questions

';”-vﬁq 'W.‘hve been settled fully and compeusation paid where ®
sy Gl S " AN
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4 EXTRACTS FROM THE REPORTS.

necessary. T area under the Forest Department is now 758,284 acres. The demarcation
of rakhs by acclirate measurements has cansed a decrease of 4,183 in Khushéb tahsil and
an increase of 208 acres in Bhera tahsil, to lands apart from the forest lands.

There were no forest fires of importance. Daring the year under report all rakhs
in tahsils Bhera and Shahpur were thrown open to grazing on the amdni system. This
was intended as a measure to beuefit the zaminddrs at small cost to themselves. But it
wag found that the peasant agriculturists of the Bhera and Shahpur Bair preferred to get
their grazing free. Accordingly a regularly organized campaign under a certain ring-
leader was initiated—the village cattle were turned into the rakbs as soon as grass was
sufficient, no tickets for grazing being taken. A strong body of young men was put
in chargoe and as soon as uny cattle were arrested they assembled, organized an attack,
beat all officials in charge and rescued the cattle. On one occasion this was done undor
the eyes of the Deputy Conservator of Forests, and District Superintendent, of Police. This
was soon put a stop to—the rakhs were closed and sold by auction to the highest zamindér
bidder, sale to Khatris being avoided in every case, and the result has been to put an end
to these lawless proceedings. The pity is that the zaminddrs who aided the ringleader
have all been punished, though lightly, as they were easily ledc to commit an offence
which no doubt was a good joke to them, while the “ fons et origo malorum ” is at large

nding decision of anappeal he has made on the grounds of being unable to obtain

Justice in the district.

"

The result has been an alarming increase in cases under Section 24, Act I of 1871,
and much consequent trouble to district officials. ' A

]
’

(Remarks by A. F. D. CUNNINGHAM, EsqQuire, o.1.E., Commissioner
and Superintendent, Rawalpindi Division.) :

The matter of the settlement of the Bér rakhs in Bhera and Shahpur is pending
before the Financial Commissioner. One point strongly insisted on in the settlement
was that the grazing arrangements should be made irectly with the local zamindérs,
all speculating bania thikaddrs being rigidly excluded.' When the zamindir would
not engage, the rakhs were to be managed on the amdani system. The system came
into force in 1865-96, and being in a semse & revolution was probably not compre-
hended by the peasants with the results now complained of by the Deputy Commissioner.
A report was made of this circumstance in the conrse of the year and the Deputy Com-
missioner practically recommended a reversion to the contract system which had been
condemned in the settlement. This was refused, and the Deputy Commissioner wasllgd
to use the law against the agitators who wanted to take free grazing by force. i
he has done apparently with the most satisfactory results. It seems likely that if the
Deputy Commissioner will take and maintain a firm attitude, matters will soon right them.’
selves. 1 am a little sceptical about the possibility or even need of keepitig out the
Khatri from the leases of these rakhs. In Hazdra we insisted on the Forest &pa.rt—
ment selling at a fair price to the local landowners. Leases were not sold to highest bidder
at auction. Not unfrequently we found that the lambardérs had re-sold their lease to a

contractor from Réwalpindi. o

HAZARA DISTRICT.

(Carraiy H. 8. FOX-STRANGWAYS).

Again during the “year under report it became necessary, owing to continned
abuse of the village waste land by wasteful fellings, to withdraw the privileges conferred
by Rule II of the Rules under Section 16, Regulation IV of 1898, from 8 villages in the
tahsils of Abbottabad and Mansahra for two, three and four years and for good. :

Forest fires only occurred over an area of :—

Acres.

-

‘e

6,616

Reserved Forests ' PR I/ S R b
8ose | 1
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INDIAN FOREST ACT (No WL OF I878).

p e -
> v
.

~_ There was a very considerable decrease under reserved forest avea burnt, as com- o
- pared with last yoar, but a very much greater difference if compat®d with the ‘
- previous. It is hoped that this means that the deterrent punishmerfts are having eg:tt
‘but the drought too may have acted asa check. Fires are only started to burn off the
‘+pine needles to enable the grass to spring up, aud since there was no great likelihood
a copious rainfall it was scarcely worth while to burn the needles; although as vy
predecessor remarked last year this was the year for forest fires since they oceur every -+
- alternate year, and last year was comparatively free frowm forest fires. These rewarks
would also apply to the decrease under provected forests and also to the increase under
unprotected waste since there is less supervision, aud there was greater need in these
tracts. The fire fines in reserved forests aggregated Rs 2,791 on 18 villages out of
32 villages as compared with Rs. 5,580 on 49 villages out of 92 villages during last year
oand Rs. 11,446 on =1 villages out of 132 villages during the preceding year. As usual the
fines did not exceed the annual land-revenue and the incidence per head of cattle did
exceed the cattlé-poynd fine. Of the total fines, Rs. 477 were awarded as compensation to
the Forest Department, as compared with Rs. 1,805 last year and Rs. 4,084 during the
year previous. Eleven villages out of 14 were fined Rs. 955 under Sections 27 and 22,
Hazéra Forest Regulstion, for abuse of rights in village waste lands and protected
forests. No person was imprisoned during the year, as last year all these forest cases
were enguired into by Rai Bahddur Dilbagh Rdi, Revenue lxtra Assistant Commissioner,
with the powers of a Deputy Commissioner, under Section 27 of the Regulation.
At present the question of vestricting the sale of brushwood in the Khinpur
ilika is under diseussion. The Deputy Conservator of Forests is of opinion that that
_traet will iw a very short time become absolutely denuded, and thut it is advisable that
theterny * brushwood ”” should be so defined in the Rules under the Hazira Forest Regu-
lation as to obviate this result. A separate report will be made on this subject, which is
not unimportant.
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APPENDIXA. , 7

* No. 560, dated the 28th January 1898, from J. A. SixcraIR, Ksq., Government Advocate, Punjab,
to the Junior Secretary to Financial Commissioner, Punjub.

' I HAVE tho hononr to submit the usual report of the mvrl business transacted by this
oﬁoe during the twelve months, from 1st October 1896 to 30th September 1897, inclusive.

hifs 2. I held the 0306 of gzvernmenb Advocate, ;nd Nl[lr. S ll;d Bobmson officiated as

e unior Government Advocate throughout the year. During the year

: mm"' iy under report, Mr. E. P. Henderson was placed on special duty in

lngond in Muhammad Yusaf Din’s case (Hyderabad bribery case) from Ist October 1896

‘to 26th July 1897, and he was then on furlough from 27th July to 81st October 1897, Mr,

* Henderson was appointed a Divisional Judge on the 21st January 1897, From the 17th

January to the 17th July 1897 Mr. E. W. Parker was attached to the office, on special
duty, pending sanction of thg appointment of a Legal Remembrancer.

3. Appendix A is a detailed abstract of cases and matters submitted to this office
PR for opinion during the year ; and the number of such references
Appendix A —Opinions.  gigposed of is compared with the numbers dealt with durmg each

- of the past five' years in the following tabular statement :-—
G'ompalrattw Stdtommt of References disposed of during the years 189192 to 1896-97

= s .
No. Name of Department. * % ﬁ jc} § § ';:
' AL A
1 | Secretary to Government, Punjab, Civil Department .| 49 48 59| 53| 42| 71
.2| Ditto ditto, Public Works Department | 9| 23 36| 60 53 24
B g ditto, . Irrigation Branch .. | 87 63 204/ 158 143] 127
; 4 .‘Se;retary to Financial Comwingioner, Paniab | 28 86| 17 47 42| 32
© 5| North-Western Railway .. . . . .| 99 50 36 38 3ol 46
: 6 'Oonsemi',or of Foresfs,Pm?jab... B 2 2‘ 9 2
., v _Inapector General of Polioe, Puanjab ... 50 o™ T | (S e |
e 1 Ditto Oivil Hospitals, Panjab ... oo | 1| wee | vee | oer ] oo
"3@ N '.'Difto . Prisons, I;'unjab PP R GTIE (PO G YO S DY
; J.B ‘ : Dxtto . Registration, Punjab ...
' ""“'uwwofpuwb Susbiachton, Podsb o e b0 3 o il
mmt-ﬂeml, Puujab ... s Bl @ e P 4
m Dm OMWMP“W pnn'enuy, Pun;ab 1\ | Y | S e
u-Gmul.Pnn)a.b U A b I

,Jumt-ﬂtoek’oompnm,l’ujsb SR B e S, R [N S B (0




5. Apponde,PmII mmuwammm« m
ntﬂm;em is 23 or 7 more Mnh,lt‘._%&
mmmmmmwmaaomm, '
T mwmpendmgltﬁhmnfﬁhm

B W,&,M‘ﬂ- Re, 2,250-13-8 were reoo
. oo moo:rmblv lwungahlmmﬂ

e Tlmhdmoe,l add, includes Rs. 1,064 on account of
suits, and Rs. ssbmmtwhmvymwhohmpendingmﬁo
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g APPENDIX B. A

¥
AR
t No. 219 B, dated Simla, 27th October 1897, )
From—L, Pocock, Esq., Extra Assistant Buperintendent, 1st Grade, in charge No. 18 Party (Himalaya),
To-The Financial Commissioner, Punjab,

Wit reference to your letter No. 264 C., of the 16th October 1897, I have the
honor to submit a report on the progress of work of No. 18 Party (Himalaya), Survey of
India Department, during the season 1896-97.

* *

* * * *

Progress B..eport.of No. 18, Himalaya Party, Survey of India Department, for the
year 1896-97.
aptain C. L. , R.E., Officiating Deputy Superin-
Mr. L. J. Pocock, Extra Assistant Superintendent, 1st Grade (Supernumerary).
. D. Potter, do. do., 4th do.
. Robert, do. do., 5th do.
. A Fielding, do. do., 6th do.
. M. Gorman, Sub-Assistant Superintendent, 2nd . do.
. J. Biggie, do. do,  3rd do. .
. E. C. French, Probationer Sub-Assistant Saperintendent, 3rd Grade.

S=230F

-
aQd

. Survevor, Sup-Svurvevors, &c.

Shah Nasir-ud-din, Rém Saran, "Asmatullah Khén, Dalbir Réi, Amir Singh and
27 others,

Mr. C. D. Potter was in charge of this Party at the commencement of the year

under report, but was relisved by Captain C. L. Robertson, R.E.,

R g on the 12th November 1896, who remained in charge till the 5th
August 1897, when he left for {rontier work with the Malakand Expedition, having been
relieved by Mr. C. D. Potter from whom the charge was taken over by Mr. L. J. Pocock
on the 20th August 1897, who held it till the close of the year ending 80th September 1897.

y The programme of operations as submitted and sanctioned by the Punjab Govern-

7 ren} was adhered to without any material change. The work of
A &cs"“l“ used on surveys, the Party, as in previous years, comprised the topography of
; : * British tracts on the 4-inch scale ; of the Native States on the
2-inch ; and of all demarcated forests, wherever situated, om the 4-inch scale.

The localities that were under survey were— .
T). The lli(\ngra district and Kula sub-division of that district on the 4-ipch
scale,
Lo (ii). The Native States of Mandi, Suket, Sirmur and Simla Hill States, on the
bk whd : 2-inch =cale.
“(iii). Special surveys of the forests of the Patiila and Sirmur Native States, and
revision of & portion in the Kalsia State, on the 4-ineh scale.
* (iv). Triangulation in advance of topography in the Kdngra district and in Bilds-
pur of the Simla Hill States.
(v). The classification of forest growth and soils, pari passy with the topography
~in British tracts and special forest surveys.

b, * (vi). The large scala survey, 48 inches to a mile, of the town of Nihan in Sirmar,
Y e carried out at the special request and cost of the Sirmur State,

Al except the last of the above operations, were in continuation of the previous
season’s work. The system of the classification of forest growth and soils was contimued in
Kulu, Patigla, Sirmur and Kédngra, and local officers, as before, are supplied with

P Armns! gements have now been made by Captain Robertson, in consultation with
 Buperintendent, Trigonometrical Surveys, for the preparation of theso tfa;ce:’lof
cation once for all in the field, for reproduction, with a view to avoiding in future

{ Vﬁm'@wz d,m them on return'to recess. This will save a deal of labor apd

L
“enab

) use these traces to help in their “ working plans.”

 reproductions of the field work, in advance of the publication of the 4-inch

much earlier thag formerly. This is of considerable ifportance

-



i ’
Ths Party was divided into four sections or detachments, the heal-quarters being
P ‘in charge of the Executive Officer, and the other three in charge
D of Messrs. C. D. Potter, W. Robert, and W. A, Fielding, supervis-
ing squads of 6, 8 and 6 Bub-Surveyors, respectively. These detachments left recess-
quarters at varions dates between ¢he end of August and about the beginning of November,

returning to recess-quarters during the period between the end of March and beginning of
May.

i

Triangulation in advance of topography, and t, was, as usual, taken up by a
_gmall party g:lvox'king independently of the detaohmts ; it was based on data of the
Great Trigonometrical Survey of India and was carried on by Mr. W, M. Gorman, in
charge, in District Kéngra and in the Native State of Bildspur. In addition to the
above, some additional triangulation was carried on over an area previously reported
as triangulated, in Kédngra, in which supplementary points were necessary for the 4«ipch
detail survey. .
.
The country surveyed in Sirmur, on the 4-inch scale, for special fcrest survey, is
o . mostly Fround rising to a height of 5,000 feet above sea level,
augz‘;f;ép‘“’n of localitiea  with hold features, covered with forest exgept where there are habi-
; tations and cultivation. This admitted of survey by interpolation
of fixed points, and progress of the topography was quick. Besides this there were about
30 square miles of ground surveyed, which fell in low Siwélik hills, covered with miscel-
laneous forests, in which progress was slow. The whole ground was moreqver divided
into forest compartments, the surveying of which, and the internal boundaries round
habitations, took up considerable time. ' p

A 2-inch survey was also done in this State mostly on the watershed of tHe (firi and
Tons rivers, between 2,000 and 7,000 feet above sea level, most ef which is under cultiva-’
tion.

In thelarge scale survey of the town of Néhan, the necessary theodolite traverses wer'e
all completed, and some of the detail or the scale ¢f 48 inches to the mile also completed,
the remainder of the detail survey being left for completion during the ensning season.

In Kulu Proper, the work lay in the upper Bids valley, right up the head-waters
of that river, and included peaks up to 20,000 feet above sea level. The natural limit of

forest growth in this country is 12,000 feet high; 29 glaciers were included in the

season’s work, the largest of which being two miles broad at an elevation of 17,000 feet.

In Suket and Mandi, also in Baghal and Kahlur, surveyed on the 2:inch scale, the
country lies between the Butlej river and hills rising above it to an altitude of 11,000 feet
above sea level, The hills are well wooded, but the valleys are cultivated and inhabited
throughout. The features on this ground are, as a rule, intricate for survey. .

In Kéngra, some of the work lay in the lower hills at the foot of the'Himalayas,
including the valley of the Bifis river, where, owing to either high grass or low jungle
combined with lowlying lauds, a difficulty was experienced in surveying by interpolation
of fixed points and resort was had to chain measurements, retarding progress. As de-
seribed in former year’s report, wherever low flat hills with precipitous ravines dlong the
streams were encountered, journeys from place to place were in consequence very
circuitous and occasioned loss of time.

e The ontturn.of the field season’s work was as follows ie= 3

Square miles,
(ﬂ). Trinngnlntion e v o o e wos uqn

(b). Detail on the 4«inch gocale—

In %‘!llgrﬁ ves e e X see e " . am Ilglé.%
Y n n LAl " “r Lid] Lil] “he - LAl o 5
:' simnr "y - il e e et e L2
” Patisla .o wee ; o o e oo e
» Kllli& L " " " " o L) LIl 1'0

(), Detail on the 2-inch soale— . :
Mandi, Snkot, h- v wee ] e e ane oo 366‘8 :
9 Sirmur e o . " e v Caeey 57°0 ; i

Total oo we 868'3

(d). Linear lines of traversing v ey s
« Theodolite stations for ‘b" we 4 wes o
(¢). Olassification of forests and soils s PR ik
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“Included in the areds shown on tho 4-inch detail the fqllowi;g ‘!orrestb'nreas were

_nr'nyed - < _ _

e v Blocks or *  Somare
kY ; g1 ® _compariments. iles.
Biis In Sirmur, Patidla and Kalsia ...~ ... = 89 11197
” Kulu e v e v e 28 558

” Kﬁngra "o e vee we " 13 236 .
. . . % [T

Totel oo DOORELR Vi

Y Or—

The cost of triangulation was Rs. 29'7 per square mile, detail survey 4-inch Rs.
98'S, detail survey on the 2-inch Rs. 48'7. The latter being less than last year, while the
two former are in excess, due to the usual fluctuations as to cost of instruments, style of
ground, pay of superintendence and surveyors on different rates of pay.

The comple%ion of instruction of *“ Native Soldier Surveyor ” students from the

) X Thomason Civil Engineering College, Roorkee, for a further two

. Professional instraotion, yearg’ gonrse in surveying coutinues to form one of the duties of

o this Party. One man completed his course, and in lien of him
another, a naick of the 44th Gurkhas, has joined the Party for further instruction.

The Party has responded to a call for experienced native sarveyors for the
Frontier Expeditions, two being seuat to the Mulakand and two to the Mohmand
Expedition. .

With Peferance to last year’s report wherein it is stated that this Party rendered

»_® professional aid to the Simla Municipality, daring the recess months,

. Professional assistancoto 1n revisionary surveys, for bringing maps up-to-date, the Prosi-

- ’ dent has conveyed his best thanks for the excellent manmner in
which the revised map of Simla has been prepared.

It may be added that steady progress has been made with the drawing of fair

Mappi maps and forwarding them for publication, Up to date 11 sheets

. of the Sirmur and Patidla work and 3 sheets of Kéngra have
been sent during the year, and 6 others are approaching completion,

The season’s work shows a good outturn and compares

T e i favorably with that of previous seasons.

The recess office of the Party was inspected by the Surveyor-General in July and by
the Superintendent, Trigonowotrical Burveys, during the 28th June and following days.
Both these officers expressed their appreciation of the efficient state in which they found
the Party.

The Executive Offiedr cordially acknowledges the help received from His Highness
of Sirmur and all District and Forest Officers during the course of the operations.

The proposed programme for this Party for season $897-98 consists of the continna-

. tion of 4-inch topography in Kulu and Kéngra,a small deiach-

1’;'08‘“““ for ensuitg ment will be employed on 1-inch work in the high ground in
— Kulu in anticipation of the survey of Lahoul.

Topography on the 2-inch scale will also be carried on in Suket, the Simla Hill
Btates p,nogin Sirmur ; the State forests in the latter State will be surveyed on 4-inch scale
as heretofore.

: The Punjab Government have asked for a special survey of part of the Ghaggar
: river, the scale and area are still under discussion,

The survey of the town of Néhan on the 48-inch scale will be continued.
. The above programme has been submitted to the Punjab Government and may be
liable to slight alteration, 4
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APPENDIX C.»

Final Report on tine Wheat Crop of the Punjab for the year 1896-97, by M. F. 0’'Dwyer, 2

Esquire, C. 8., Director of Land Records and Agriculture, Punjab, dated Lahore,
12th May 1897. .

The season.—The wheat crop in the Punjab, which ordinarily covers from three-
fifths to two-thirds of the total area under spring crops, though largely secured by irri-
gation, depends mainly for its success on copious monsoon rains well prolonged into the
aufumn to enaléle sowings to be made, and on timely and well-distributed winter rains to
bring the crop to majurity. The monsoon rains of 1896 were very deficient for the
Province as a whole. In July the rainfall was general, but far short of the average, especially
in the Delhi and Derajit Divisions and Ferozepore. The August rains were very short
everywhere except in the Jallundur Division—excluding Ferozepore—Amritsar, Jhelom
and Rawalpindi. They c®ased abruptly about 20th August, and the Sepiember raing
which are the mest importaunt for rabi sowings, failed almost completely. Only in tha hill
districts of Simla, Kdngra and Hazira did the fall exceed two inches. In Gurgdon,
Jhelum, Rawalpindi*and Kohit from one to two inches fell, while in the remaining 24
districts the ¥all fell short of an inch, though the only districts which receive less than an
inch on the avera e are Mooltan, Jhang, and the four districts of the Derajit. October
was, as is usnaPin the Punjab, almost a rainless month.  In November and December there
was faly ®good rain in the hill and submontane districts as well as here and there in the
eplains, and this facilitated sowings in Gurgéon, Hoshidrpur, Ferozepore, Gurdéspur, Jhelum,
Réwalpindi, the whole of the Peshdwar Division and Bannu. Al of these, except Gurgéon,
are large wheat-growing districts, and this timely fall was most providential. Over the
r8st of the Province, however, the position had become rather critical by the end of the
year. SNowings on dry land had been much reduced, and those that had been wmade had
to a large extent failed to germinate properly owing to the continued drought. Eve
effort was therefore made to secure the crop by irrigation from canals and wells, but the
canals in the south of the Province were hardly able to meet the increased demand owing
to the low supply in the rivers, while the well cattle were becoming exhausted from over-

* "work and underfeeding. Everything, therefore, depended on the winter rains, and these,
though late in coming, did not fail. About the middle of January there was general rain
throughout the Province. The Delhi Division—excepting Simla—and the Derajét—
excepting Bannu—received less than half an inch, Jhang, Montgomery, Jullundur and
Ludhiéna from half an inch to an inch, and all cther districts considerably over an inch. The
rains were very abundant in the hill aud submontane districts and the Peshawar Division, and
in these as well as in Jhelum and parts of Ferozepore fresh sowings of wheat, or wheat and

- barley mixed, were generally made. In February there were fairly heavy rains in the
hill and submontane districts, the Peshdwar Division and Bannu ; in the Delhi Division——
excepting Simla—practically no rain fell ; while over the refaining districts, though the fall
was small, there were frequent and well-distributed showers which were very beneficial to
the crope The rain in March was more general than usual. It exceeded two inches in
Simla, Kéngra, Jhelnm, Réwalpindi, Hazéra, Bannu, one inch in Hoshidrpur, Jullundur,
‘Gujrat, Peshawar, Kohét, and nearly came up to an inch in the Central Punjab. The

. Delhi Division again fared worst, no district getting as much as half an inch. The late
March rains were especially beneficial to the crop this year, as it was late in ripening, and
bad begun to wither up from the high dry westerly: winds which prevailed over the
Province at the end of February and beginning of March.

o The winter rains even continued well into April, usually a dry month except for
+  Joeal thunder-storms. The districts of the Jullundur Division received from one to four
" inches, Amritsar, Gujrdt, Gurddspur, Shahpur, Jhelum, Réwalpindi, Dera Ghézi Khan
~from one to two inches, Hazéra seven inches, Kobhit over four and Bannu over three
~* jnches. Elsewhere the fall was less than an inch, and in the Delhi Division was again
~ ‘inconsiderable.
~* Inan ordinary year the prolongation of the rains into April would have caused
much damage, but this year it seems to have been generally beneficial, especially to the
e sowings in the north of the Province. Altogether the season, which started very
proved us it went on. The drought, however, cansed a great confraction of
_ on dry land; which were Jower than in any year of the last ten, while it stithulated
gpated sowings which are the highest on record, and have probably for the first time
the sowings on dry land. The high westerly winds which blew in Febraary and
erable damage in the Delhi Division and Ferozepore and tothe late sowings-
where there was no late rain to counteract their evil effects. Smut ap-
: farch in a few districts of the Central Punjab, but its progress
llowed by fair weather. Of rust no complaints l)nvewfoen
Ha whefe over 22 inches of rain fell from January to

e
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weather which prevailed during the last week in April and the firgt week ot May for a time
caused some apprehension, as most of the crop had been cat, but not yet garnered. Some
damage was probably done, but the present fine harvest weather has repaired this, and it
may safely be caid that this crop is the healthiest and freest from all kinds of fungoid
diseasés that we have had for marfy years.

viii

Area.—The first forecast, which included sowings nn to the end of November, was
5,346,700 acres. Sabsequent sowings increased the second forecast, which deals with the
“ erop up to the end of January, to 6,001,800 acres. We have now received the actual
figures from all districts but Kéngra—from which we have got a lairly accurate estimate
~—and the area works out to 6,584,300 acres. This is 4'5 per cent. below last year’s area
—6,893,400 acres—103 per cent. below the average of the preceding five years—7,847,820
acres—which, however, included the three exceptionally good harvests of 1893, 1894,
1895, and only 4'4 per cent. below the average of the preceding ten years—6,886,990
acres—which may be taken as a normal cycle.. The area exceeds that of four years in che
last ten, viz,, 1887, 1888, 1890, and 1892, and falls short of the area in'the remainin
six years. The Province may therefore congratulate itself on having done very weﬁ
under difficult conditions. The deficiency is trifling compared with that in the North-
Western Provinces and Central Provinces. In 19 districts the area is less than last year,
in one it is the same, in 11 it is in excess. In 23 districts the® area falls short of the
average of the preceding five years, in 8 it is greater, while in 18 districts it falls short
of the average of the preceding ten years, and in 18 it is in excess. As compared with
last year, the deficiency is greatest in Hissdr, 44 per cent., Rohtak 20 per cent., Delhi 23
per cent., Jullundur 15 per cent., Ferozepore 14 per cent., Gujrat 24 per cedt., Shahpur
11 per cent., Rawalpindi 10 per cent. ; while the increase has been largest in Gurgdon, 62
per cent., Umballa 10 per cent., Jhang 19 per cent., Hazdra 18 per cent., ohat 19 per
cent. In all other districts the variations either way falls short of 10 per weni. The
fluctnations in each case may be traced primarily to the character of the raiufall, and in a
lesser degree to the working of the canals and the nature cf the river inundations.

Of the total area, 3,317,700 acres, or 50°5 per cent., has been irrigated, and 3,266,600
acres, or 49'5 per cent., unirrigated. Not only the proportion, but the area irrigated, is
believed to be the highest on record. The nearest approach to it is last year’s crop, of
which 3,207,700 acres, or 46 per cent., was irrigated, and 8,676,100 acres, or 54 per cent.
unirrigated.

The increase appears to be mainly due to the improved working of the canals, - Gnthe
perennial canals alone up to the end of March 900,000 acres of wheat had been irrigated
against 800,000 last year. There was a great expansion on all -these canals except the
Western Jumna, which, owing to short supply and absence of rain, irrigated only 178,000
acres against 251,000 last year, and this deficiency seriously affected the ecrop jn Hissér,
Rohtak, Delhi and Karndl. Twenty-two districts show an increase in the irrigated and a
decrease in the unirrigated area, 8 districts an increase in unirrigated and a decrease in
irrigated. In Simla there has been ro change. The only-districts which record an
increase under both heads are+Gurgdon, Umballa, Hoshidrpur, Hazéra, Kohét_and Bannou.
In all of these districts rains were favorable. In comparing the figures with those of
previous years it has to be borfie in mind that since 1893-94 the returns show the entire
area sown without allowance for crops that have failed or been cut for fodder, and the
deduction which should be made under these heads is very considerable in some, districts,
but caunot be correctly ascertained till the complete harvest returns are published,

Yield.—The outturn of wheat is estimated this year at 1,872,066 tons. Last year—
after correcting the figures for Rohtak and Réwalpinai, which were wrongly worked out
at first—the yield wae estimated at 1,753,766 tons. This year, therefore, in spite of a
deficiency of 4'5 per ceut. in area, we have an improvement of 6:7 per cent. in the outturn,
The outturn is 12'8 per cent. below the average of the five years ending rabi 1895—which,
as explained, included three abnormally good crops—andisonly 4 per cent. below the
average of the ten years ending Rabi 1835. = It has been gxceeded only in five years out of
the last ten. The average all-round of yield per acre sown comes to about 294 ‘sérs, or 74
maunds, against 271 sérs last year and 324 sérs in 1895. The yield may appear low
considering what a large proportion of the crop is irrigated and what a good yield this '
has given over most of the Province. We must, however, remember that no allowance
has been made for failed or fodder crops. e

Up to date we have nothing very definite to go upon, as only a small proportion,
of the crdp has yel been garnered, but there is a general consensus of opinion e
tradery, officials and agriculturists that the yield, at Jeast of grain, has surpassed ex-
pectation on irrigated lands, that the ear has filled out well, and that the grain weighs
well and is of excellent qualify, ' M i

Personally I should be inclined to estimate the yieid of ﬁlél hlrvelted orops on irri-
gated land at 11, on umirrigated at 7 maunds rer acre, giving an all-round rate of
maunds, but probably from 10 to 20 per cent. of the :m’ ‘has gone in failed W#

fodder deductions according to the circumstarces of each ¢
maunds per acre spwn is probably near the marck. ‘I‘x List
¢ yield is repor!@ﬁe- average or above are Simla 18 n nas,

.
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annas, Hazér? 17 annas, Peshiwar 16 annas, Bannu 16 annas, Dera Ghdzi Khen 16 annas,
In Rohtak, Mooltan, Montgomery, Lahore and Muzaffargarh the estimate is 15 annas.
The only district in which it falls short of a three-quarter crop is Ferozepore 11 annas,
while in all other districts it ranges from 12 to 14 annas. The bumper crop in Jhang is due

o

to the Chenéb Canal, which has irrigated nearly two-tisirds of the wheat arer, and the crops

on which, especially in the new colonies, cannot be surpassed in any part of the Province.
The straw crop on dry and late sown crop is generally short, on irrigated land it is said
to be average. The supply should, however, be adequate to replenish fodder stocks which
had been entirely depleted, and to keep life in the half-starved cattle till green pasture®
becomes available after the monsoon rains.

. The acreage and outturn of wheat for the last ten years is shown in the follow.ing
table :— ,

L]
.
‘o Ye&ar Area in acres. Yield in tons.
- L]
1887-88 6,179,800 1,668,507
1888.89 0o 6,919,100 2,054,074
1889-90 6,222,900 1,603,176
1890-91 » 7,074,000 2,071,239
1891-92 6,223,600 1,392,146
1892.93 Ris 7,123,300 2,235,611
1893-94 -1 8,165,200 2,560,341
- 1894805 ¢ 8,051,800 2,395,353
1895-96 6,891,400 1,753,766
1896-97 6,584,300 1,872,065
\

Character of the harvest.—The preceding remarks explain the general character of
the hurvest. The poor monsoon and antumn rains caused a great contraction of dry
sowings in October and November ; but the partial rains in November and December and
the general rains in January enabled late sowings to be made in several districts, espe-
cially in the northern half of the Province. The continuance ofthe winter rains into March
and April brought the crop to maturity, thongh the outturn was generally below average,
esgecia.lly in the plain districts of tho Delhi and Jullundur Divisions, where the erop
suffered from drought and high winds as well as in the great wheat-growing districts of
Gujrat,*Jhelum and Réwalpindi, where mach of the crop was sown very late. A consider-
able portion of the dry area represents sowings on river-flooded (saildba) land. In
Montgomery and Mooltan the river floods were not favourable while in the Indus dis-
tricts they were better tﬁau usual. The irrigated crop was generally average or above
average 8xcept in some distriots of the Delhi Division, in"Ludhidna and Ferozepore, where
the canal-sapply was insufficient, or where tou large aregs were sown on the wells as in
‘Delhi, or they became brackish from want of sweet rain water as in parts of Rohtak.
‘The districts in which there is the greatest deficiency in the total outturn of wheat, as
compidred with the normal (average of ten years) outturn, are——

Deficiency
per cént,
Hisagr ' .. 523
Rohtak ... aye 16-1
Umballa ... 30-1
Hoshigrpur 106
Ferozepore | wir, B e 323
Montgomery oh e 277
Bidlkot ... 14'5
N Gujrét ... R 180 -
i Shabpur ... i o B0
] Jhelum .\, w280
i Dera Ismail Khan .., oo e =
. While there is a very large surplus in 7
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Pricds,—Prices are still very high throughout the Province, but are’ falling every
day as the new grain come into market.

On 15th A pril 1896, wheat was selling in Feros!;pore at 15 sérs per rupee, RBarly

" in May it rose to 14 sérs, and practieally confinued at that figure till the middle of July,

when it rose to 13 sérs. It dropped again to 14 sérs in the first half of August, but the
early cessation of the rains cansed a sharp rise to 11 sérs per rupee in the first half of
September and to 9 sérs in the second half. When at the end of October it appeared
“that the kharif had failed largely, the price rose to 7 sérs, having been artificially forced
up by gambling on the chance of a failure of the winter rains, but it soon fell to 8 sérs,
wiere it remaioed till the winter rains in January improved rabi prospects and caused
the price to fall to 11 sérs. In February it rose again to 9, and in March, owing
probably to high winds and drought in the south of the Province, to 8 ; but since then, as
the character of the harvest became known, there has been a steady decline to 11 sérs
the end of April and 12 sérs on 25th May. The downward movement is stil] proceeding,
and in a few days the price will probably be 13 sérs. In Amritsar the Juetnations in
prices have been similar, though not so sharp and sudden, as there was not so much gamb-
ling in stocks as in Ferozepore. Starting at 14 sérs per rupee on 15th April 1896, the
price rose to 8 sérs in November and again for a few days in March, but never went as
high as 7 sérs.  On 30th April the price had fallen to 11 sérs, and ‘is now (25th May) * 124
to 184 sérs with a downward tendency. It is doubtful whether even in years of severe
famine prices ever before ruled so high as during last winter, and there was practically no
difference between the price of wheat and the inferior grains—jowdr, bdjra, maize and
gram—all of which are now selling dearer than wheat. The average price of wheat
during the year was considerably higher in the Punjab than in England, where the aver-
age of the various markets worked out to 26 shillings per quarter, or about 13 sbrs per
rupee. Of course the short harvests of Kharif 1895, Rabi 1896, followed by a disastroas
kharif last year, enormously reduced the surplus stocks, and the general impression thut ¢
there would be another failure of the winter rains forced up prices in November and
December enormously. This was further aggravated by the general gambling in stocks
Evh;lch was facilitated by their concentration in the hands of a comparatively few large "
ealers,

At the present pitch of prices agriculturists with even a small surplus to dispose
of should reap very large profits. Taking the average price of wheat for the whole
Province on 15th May for the last four years the figures are—

Price per ton.
Rs. i
15th May 1893 ... 16 sérs per rupee 140 s -
Do. 1694 ... 25 5 : 90 i
Do. 1895 .. 2 , 102
Do. 1896 .. 16 , 140
and for 1807 .. say 13 , 172 ;
The value of the crop works ‘out as follows :—
Rs. P iy :
1893 0 B Pl WG 4 70
1894 . e 23,04,30,690
1895 R "o 24,43,26,006
1896 T W i 7
1897 ooe 32,19,94,380

so that the present crop, even assuming prices to fall gencrally to
is worth more money than even the bumper cropsof 1893,‘2 1894, 1%95. lgbsjl:rogmi‘s rv:xm
over 12 times the total revenue demand for the whole Province. Of course these high
prices are only beueficial to agriculturists in so far as they have a surplus to dispose gf
and the great mass of the peasant proprietocs cultivating dry and well-irrigated lands m’li
probably have little surplus after their own wants have been supplied, bat large
owners and caltivators of canal lands will reap enormous profits, Alon ‘hl@ 0'.
Canal the price is now 14 sérs, and that is probably the lowestspoint that wi!f- be reached by

till we get the monsoon ramns. Should o .
e dgupo;,\. s.  Should these be favorable, a urt.her‘_lhaq.)‘ d:fop“mq,yba 0]

Li#ports —The export trade during the year was, as mi h.t b xpma P sea ok e
of high prices and low stocks, abnormally dull. Statistics Ere'sv:i:lble On];‘ f;r the /,9,*\
months—Ist April to 81st December 1896—during which thb total ex Pt it
99,187 tons against 831,989 tons for the corresponding periodiqus‘a‘j“;?o

March, the export trade appears to have died away altogether, uﬂﬁ:ﬂ s
import food-grains. The statistics for rail-borne trade published in the

the whole year 1895-96. Duriug the concluding quarter of the year,

~ India Gazefte show that from 30th January to the end of

(lefx'c the districts of the Punjab by rail an

gy
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42,000 tons roughly represents the gains by import from outside the Province, chiefly
from Sind and trans-frontier territory. Probably another reaction will now set in, as the
harvest in the Punjab is more abundant than in other Provinces. It appears, however, -
from the most recent reports, that the crop ‘in the Worth-Western Provinces—towards
which a drain was anticipated—has turned out much better than was expected, and at
tHe end of April prices were higher in the Delhi Division than in the adjoining districts
of the North-Western Provinces. - .

The present prices leave little margin for profit on exports to 'Europe.

®
xi
.

The figures of export of wheat from the Province for the last ten years are given
below. The year dealt with is from 1st April to 31st March :—

. 2 Exrorr OF WHEAT IN TONS BY
hy e 2 == .
Yrar. ) I
" Rail. River. Land, Total.
L R ) 30,909 12,789 2,008 45,796
1888-89 ... ‘* .. 167,864 46,113 | 3,302 217,279
.1889-93 . 812,350 51.992! 2,724 367,066
189091 oo e e e e 255,720 58,1983 9,255 16,173
O v . G T 474,820 59,058 1,595 535,473
R 6 0 e vy TR 145,621 21,717 2,674 170,012
I . T et e, e 237,425 50,820 1,657 | © 289,902
BRI . L e o = T 407,701 47,494 2,329 457,524
I o i s e | o 213,080 39,836 | 1,402 354,318
1896-97 up to 31st December 1896 ... 76,130 21,359 ; 1,692 99,187

Stocks.—The very heavy exports of wheat during the three years ending 3lst
March 1896 —during which over 1,100,000 tons left the Province—considerably depleted
the surplus of the three good harvests of 1893, 1894 and 1895, The poor Larvesis which
set in from Kharif 1895 caused a still further scarcity of all food-grains, and stocks were

low Defore the present crop began to come into the market, though they were
estimated to, hold out till the end of July. The outturn of the present wheat crop would,
it is calculated, supply 4} months’ food for the population of the Province and their
cattle, at the rates of subsistence given by the Famine Commissioners, besides leaving a
sufficient margin for seed grain. Taking area and yield together, the present wheat crop
may be considered a 15-anna one, taking 16 annas as the normal.




xii

APPENDIX ( ().

« oFinal Report on the Rapeseed Crop of the Punjab for the year 1896-97, by M. F.
; 0’'Dwyer, Esquire, C.S., Director of Land Records and Agriculture, Punjab, dated
" Lahore, 13th May 1897. )

Season.—The nature of the season has been described in the report on the wheat
crop. It was more unfavourable for rapeseed than for wheat, as rapeseed in this Province
is mainly an unirrigated crop, only 10 to 15 per cent. vrdinarily being assisted by irriga-
tion, while from one-third to one-half of the wheat crop is protected by irrigation accord-
ing to the exigencies of the season. ¥

Area.—The failure of the monsoon and autumn rains over most of the Province
caused an exceptionally gloomy view te be taken of the prospects of the crop. In the first
forecast the estimate was only 284,400 acres, in the second 297,600 acres, or less than one-
half of the normal area, 600,000 acres. Clearly, sufficient allowance was not made for the
later sowings, which were made over most of the Province and especially in the great rape-

owing districts of His#dr, Ferozepore, Gujrat, Jhelum, Rawalpindi and Dera Ismail
?ha.n after the Janunary raivs, for the actual returns now received bring out the area sown
as 515,300 acres. This is 85 per cent, above last year's area (473,100 acres), 181 per
cent. below the average of the previous five years (629,380 ucres), and 14°2 pgr cent. below’
the average of the preceding ten years (600,578 acres)., ~In 13 of the 20 distn'ctg reported
on the area is greater than last year, which was, however, an exceptionally bad offe, in 6
it is less, and in | there has been no change. The only districts in which the sowings ex-*
ceeded the normal area (average of ten years ending 1894-95) are Ferozepore {4 11-2),
Gujrat (+57:6), Riwalpindi (+88:2), Hazara (+37'6), and Dera Ismail Khan (+1), The
increase in these districts is probably due to the fact that much of the land ordinarily sowh
with wheat or gram was left unsown owirg to the failure of the autumn rains, and advant-
age was taken of the winter rains in January to sow a large area of rape as a specu-
lation, partly for the seed, partly for the fodder., About 20 per cent. out of the area sown
was irrigated —a muck higher proportion than usual, and this was of course due to the
drought. ) Lol

Yield.—The total outturn of rapesced is estimafed at 52,756 tons, an increase of 13
per cent. on last year’s figures, but a decrease of 46'8 and 35°1 per cent. on the avgrages
of the previous five and ten years respectively. The average yield per acte—108 sérs—
was therefore even worse than last year. In only one district, Hazdra (17 annas), was the

ield above average. The yield was extremely poor in Hissar, 3 annas, Umballa 8'annas,
{udhiéun 8annas, Jhelum 6 anvas. In the first three districts the crop was injured by the
general drought in the south of the Province and high dry windsin Mareh ; in Jhelum
the late sowings did badly and more than half the crop failed. In Lahore it was damaged
by caterpillars. In Gojranwila and Dera Ismail Khan much of the erop was fed to the
starving cattle. The only districts in which the erop approached the average in yield are
Hoshidrpur, Sidlkot, Gujrinwala, Peshiwar and Dera Ismail Khan. Taking area hind yield
together the crop may be considered a 10-anna one.

Lxports and Prices.~The poor crop last year left little margin for export, and from
1st April to 31st December 1896 only 21,626 toos were exported against 110,497 tons in
the corresponding period of 1895 and 145,800 tons in the same three gnarters of 1894, The
total exports from Karfichi from 1st January to 3vd May of the present year were only 107
tons against 1,860 tous in the corresponding period last year. The dullness in the trade is
no doubt partly due to the plague at Karfichi. Prices at Ferozepore have fluctuated enor-
mously. Starting at Rs. 8-18-6 per maund in August 1896 they rose to Rs. 6-10-7 in Sep-
tember, fell in October to Rs. 5-9-0, and since then have fluctuated between Rs. 5 and
Rs. 6, standing at Rs, 5-8-10 at the end of April. At other centres the fluctuations have
been much less marked, and the price at present is considerably lower. it
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Final Report on the Cotton Crop of the Punjab for the year 1896, by G. C. Walker,
Esquire, C.8., Director of Land Records and Agriculture, Punjab, dated Lahorep
16th December 1896. .

The striking feature of this year’s cotton crop has been the inadequacy
of the yield as compared with the large area sown, which exceeds last year’s area
by 1'% per cent. ; and last year’s crop was pronounced to be ‘““a decidedly good one.”
The present year’s area and yield are both said to have been very largely
in-excess of the averages of those of former yeurs; but it is at -present doubtful how
far this comparisonscan be considered reliable, as there is ground for thinking that the area
figures of years previous to 1893 only included ¢ cropped” areas whereas the district
figures furnished for the last three years have included both  cropped” and * failed”
cotton cultivation. Theg complete statisties for this report have reached this office late;
there is no time to enquire intothe supposed miscalculation now or to correct it if the sup-
position be true. It is also impossible to say off-hand to what extent the different methods
of calculation suspected to have been adopted before 1893 and from 1893 may have vitiated
the calculation of average yields. On the whole, however, thesatest course will be to com-
pare this year’s retusns with those of the last three years only, as these at least are known
tc. have beeg ealcaldted on the same basis.  The figures then to be compared are as fol-

'lows:‘-.
; i . - <
1893, 1894, 1895, | Averageof | g5
three Years,
@
Areu ... 984,700 I 1,124,500 | 1,161,200 1,056,800 1,176,700
WL oo we . we we we | 208780 | 281087 ’ 241,607 | 227481 204,806

Thus we find that, although alarger area of cotton was sown in the current year than in
any of the three previous years (all of which have been in former reports pronounced
favBurable to cotton), yet the yield of this year has been between 9 and 10 per cent. less
than the average of the past three years The yield of cotton in the current year was less
than that of last year in all districts except thefive south-eastern districts, Ferozepore, J hang,

TLahore and Awmritsar. In the first-named group last year's cotton crop was worse than-

anywhere else in the Province. The increase in Ferozepore can only be due to an unusa-

ally largé area having been brought under cultivation this year, us the district report
states that the yield of 1896 was inferior, especially on ungrigated land. In Jha.ng the in-
crease of yield is more than proportionate to that of area, and this can only be acconutad for
by supposing that irrigated cotton cultivation on the Chendb Canal, as well as having beeu

..extendgd to an absolutely larger area, has also displaced much of the former unirrigated

cotton cultivation. The very large increases of area and yield in Lahore and Amritsar dis-

tricts testify to the elastic capabilities of the Bari Dodb Canal. The greatest falling-off is
noticed in the districts of Jhelum, Rawalpindi and Peshdwar. The two former districts are

‘more dependent on the rainfall perhaps than any other districts of the Province. In

Péshiwar last year’s cotton crop was exceptionally good, and this year’s rainfall in that

_ district has been unusually short. Briefly it may be said that all over the Province, owing

to uno rain falling in April, unirrigated cotton sowings were greatly contracted : this fact

- .combined with asudden rise of price for cotton in most districts, tempted cultivators to sow

more by aid of irrigation than their iryigating resources justified. ¥he scanty rainfall of the

- «past summer and the early cessation of the monsoon left the standing crops,almost entirely
~.dependent on artificial irrigation, which could not be supplied in sufficient quantity, partly «

 ‘owing to the area sown being in excess, and partly because both wells and well-caitle were

i -{;ﬁng under vressure of work.  The average outturn of cotton per acre in 1896 was 69-6

© lbs. against 83 Ibs. in 1895, *

i 'The price of cotton in Delhi was 9 sérs the rupee during December 895 and the
_.game for most of January, but then rose suddenly to 7 sérs, which rate was aintained
_autil the end of July, when it dropped for a month to 8 sérs the rupee. In September the

rice rose again to 7 sérs, but took a sudden downward turn in October and continued a 9
the rest ob the year. In Amvitsar the price fluctnated between 9 and 10 gérs
l.)éecember 1895 to August 1896 ; but in the following two months was gener-
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Final Report on the Sesamurz (Til) Crop of the Punjab for the year 1896, by M. F.. :
N 0’Dwyer, Esquire, C.8., Director of Land Records and Agriculture, Punjab, dated.
Lahore, 2nd January 1897,

[Bixteen selected districts are dealt with,]

r The total area-under sesamum in the past kharif was 223,400 acres against 189,400
aerves sown in 1895 and an average of 211,500 acres for the preceding five years. There is
thus an increase of 84,000 acres, or 18 per cent. over prece«ring year’s area and an increake
of about 12,000 acres, or over 5 per cent. as compared with the quinquepnial ‘average. Six
districts, Hissdr, Gurgéon, Ferozepcre, Lahore, Gujrat and Peshdwar, show an aggregate
decrease of 17,000 acres, while the following nine districts show an increase of 51,000
acres— Kéngra, Mooltan, Montgomery, Amritsar, Gurdaspur, Sidlkot, Gujrinwala, Dera Is-
mail Khan and Muzaffargarh. '

il

The increase is distributed over both irrigated (6,100 acres) and unirrigated
(27,900 acres) lands. Ferazepore, Labore, Gujrat, Peshdwar and Dera Ismail Khan show
a falling-off in the irrigated area; in every other district the irrigated aree shows an
increase. .

The largest increase in the unirrigated area is found in Gurdéspur (11,700 acres)
and Dera Ismail Khan (13,500 acres), in both of which districts sesamum is growh l#cgely
on low-lying and saildbe lands in which the season was favourable for its cultivation. ¢
Siflkot also shows an increase of 4,000 acres on unirrigated land, which is due to the fact
that wheat land where the crop failed on account of uunfavourable season was sown with
sesamum owing to a fall of rain at the time of cultivation. .

The yield is estimated to be 427,587 cwts., or nearly 14 per cent. above the yield of
the past year, 375,452 cwts., but 11 per cent. below the quinquennial average of 482,724 cwt.
The crop of last year was pronounced to be ““a poor one below average and very inferior
to that of 1894 in area and gross outturn,”” and, considering the fact that the 18 per
cent. increase in area gave only 14 per cent. increase in the yield, the crop of this year is « .
decidedly a poor one asregards yield,

Taking area and outturn together, the crop may be regarded as a 15-anna one esm-
pared with the quinquennial average, and consit{ering the generally unfavourable
character of the monsoon and autumn rain, which in nearly every district was short or
badly distributed, the gemeral result is not so unsatisfactory as might have been
anticipated. .
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b fiml Report on the Indigo Crop of the Punjab for the year 1896, by G.C. Walker,
' Esquire, C. 8., Director of Land Records and Agriculfure, Punjab.—Dateds ©
Lahore, 18th December 1896. . 2
[ Seven selected districts are dealt with.
In the first forecast of this year’s indigo crop the area was estimated to be 88,200
acres, in the second 91,200 acres, and now for the final report the area has been ascertained
. 1 be 135,400 acres, which is much more than was anticipated. ¥
The afeas and yields of the last four years are compared below, the figures repra-
senting hundreds”— :

— = — ‘ i _—_-—‘.’.m
. 1893, 1894, 1805, 1896.
.
RN T L e e 1,107 1,242 1,048 1,354
Tieldingesd v f 1on® i e e e o | 190,800 76,698 7627 | 150716
TP T e TP R o | 8,008 13,004 11,006 11,188

Thus the current year shows a large increase both in area and outturn of seed; a smaller
increase in the yield of dye. The largest extension of indigo cultivation took place in
®Hissér and Rohtak districts, where indigo is grown simply to raise seeds for sale, and the
increase was due to extension of canal irrigation. In Karnil also there was a large pro-
ortionate increase both of area and yield, all owing %o freer resort to canal irrigation.
he falling-off in Dera Ghazi Khan was caused by the failure early in the season of one of
the inundation canals. The indigo erop of 1896 was on the whole much above the average
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aduring the year.
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APPENDIX I»

Colonisation Officer, Chenab Canal.

I.—Survey aAxp DrMarcaTION,

- Report on the Colonisation of the Government waste lands commanded by the Chenab
Canal for the year ending 30th September 1897, by Captain F. Popham Young,,

'(n) Rakh Branch.—In the Rakh Branch colony there were few new allotments.
But at the close of last and at the beginning of this year a oonsiderable number of

' syuares were exchanged, and this accounts for the fact
" have been demarcated during the year.

that 22,000 small square fields

(b) Jhang lfranch.-— (1). Large square survey : The whole of the area of Government
waste commanded by the Jhang and Bhawéna Bravches was demarcated iuto large squares
by the close of last year, with the exception of a small outlying rakh containing only
509 acres. Ina large Part of the area, however, I had only demarcated the squares
by means of stakes or billets of wood, and towards the close of this year I commenced
replacing these with masonry blocks.

i

1t is a very good pl*t th
k out Small
-f' s when the eolonist
kes Posadtsion.
" J.%NTGOMERY,
Bettlement Commigsioner.

from survey funds.

the lines laid down for them.

(2)e 8mall squars survey.—Swmall square fields wre now demarcated directly

' allotments are mude, so that from the first, settlers may cultivate on
I have had to assist the patwéris
in'this work by engaging a special staff of amins, who are paid
My veturns show that on the Jhang Branch
106,183 fields were demarcated during the year.

(c). Gugera Branch.—Excelleat progress on the Gugera Branch survey was mwade

The supervision of the work was entrusted to Lila Gobind Lél and
'Monlvi Ghulém Ali, Deputy Superintendents. A start was made towards the close of

November, and by the beginning of April, when we Lad to suspend work owing to
harvest operations attracting all our labour, the sqnare ‘survey of 452,420 acres had been

completed. 1 described th

e system mnow followed in my detailed report on the colonisa=

tion operations submitted at the close of last year. The corners of squares have only
been demarcated by means of billets of wood. But I have now somewhat modified the
opinion expressed 1n the report above referred to regarding the possibility of doing

T @ree that }somc:tg}ixling
more permanent than billets
dwog; is needed for the
corners of the large squares.
There is no.objection, how-
ever, to wood being uged
during the sprvey.

J. MONTGOMERY, .

Bettlement Commissioner.

zaild

9 el
! {hat as coloniga~
;‘h’hp‘ s lahour will be
T ek the ovdtvary
“that the a
&' t&“htba Bir and
is met @ yfllinl‘

Ty MONTGOMERY,

ane actually in progress.

through the

without masonry blocks altogether.
demurcetion it will be best to nse masonry blocks as before, but
consider that the quickest and cheapeat plan is to use billets of
wood cut from the surrounding jungle whilst survey operations
When all the squares have thus been
demarcated 1 propose to get my masonry” blocks burned and laid
down by a contractor making his own transport and labour
arrangements, The obtaining of labour for the Gugera Branch
gnrvey has proved and is proving a somewhat troublesome job.
‘Rs. 83per month for a coolie,

£ "'I;, .

—CoLoNizaTION.

t]

N

I think that for permanent

Complaints have

kh Branch,—During the year® a total area_of 14,383 acres

1 pay high wages,
But the work is uncongenial to tho loafing kamins
of the Révi ande/Chendb villages, and zaildirs and others make a great fuss about
 the difficulty of bringing the number of men required of them.
reached me that the labourers’ pay did mot always reach the men who had earned
~on investigation nothing could be established except that on one occasion a
wrongly entrusted by my Deputy Superintendent with money with which to pay
~ eartain coolies who had bolted after doing only half-a-month’s work, had taken an un-

I ' necessarily long time in distributing the money. 1 am now trying
the plan of paying every man half-a.month’s wages in advance
absildars who engage them, but the Tabsildérs
indented upon still represent that the production of a few
hundred coolies to do a month’s work for Rs. 8 is beyond
‘them. Luckily ! bave the tahsil of Lyallpur to fall back upon,
and most of my labour for the.Gugera Branch survey is now
e going, from the recently colonised villages.
yond the scope of this re

-

However, I am

port, as my preseut labour difficulties relate to a
ander cousideraticn, . .

.



- LB
. I sy ! . :
There has not, however, been a corrasponding increase in the actual allotted arem
For most of the land above referred to had been previously given out to men who have been
transferred to the Jhang Branch. As has boen pointed out in previous reports a certain
“amount of land was allotted on the Rakh Branch which has turned out to be so bad as
not to repay cultivation or so situated as to be unirrigable by ‘eithier lift or fow. Consider-
ing all things this avea is remarkably small, and the unfortupates in whose cases 1 have
had to apply the final remedy of a seecond nprooting and transportation to Jhang Branch
® Willages, are surprisingly few. Many similar transplantations have been effacted with a
viox to establishing peace by removing Janglis from the hostile environment of Sikh
settlers. 3 o

(b). Jhang Branch.—On the Jhang Branch 117,162 acres were allotted during the

year :— . ¢ #
. 0
Acres :
To capitulists o S 0
s Yeomen ... 3,700
To military grantees { ol NN e o 12441
To yeomen 8,152
To peasants ... 96,763
R :
e’ -

117,162«

2. BHechanges of squares : (a). Rakh Branch.—On the Rakh Branch 670 exchanges
_ of allotments, either between grantees by wutual request, or of allotted land for ladd iv. the
reserved grazing area, were given effect to. I am now absolutely declining to allow any «©
more such exchanges on the Rakh Branch. ;

(b). Jhang Branch.—On the Jhang Branch 743 such exchanges were allowed. As"
explained in my detailed report the exchange nuisance ought not to be nearly so severe »
on the Jhang Branch as it has consistently been on the Rakh Branch. We have now
much more reliable data regarding good and bad soil, uncommanded land, &c., before allot~
ments are made. But judging from present experience the margin of error in contouring
seems to be a pretty wide one. A good deal of land shown as uncommanded is bein,
taken up, and a good deal shown as commanded is being abandoned by settlers in despair
of ever getting water on to it. Even so, however, there is absolutely no comparison
between the state of affairs which exists now and that which obtained on the Rakh Branch
in the early days of the ecolony. The detailed survey and carefully thought out schemes
of intra-village irrigation worked out by the Cunal Department have proved of in-
estimable value. ¢ :

«

III.—GeNERAL. i

.

1. Maps and records,—'l'"hé'most important work in the way of record making which
has been carried out during the year has been the preparation, signing, and ‘n‘ttnting' of
the Tenancy registers maintained under Act I1[ of 1893. The Tenancy registers f 245
peasant villages on the Rakh Branch have been completed in every wady, and conjointly he =
attestation of the extent to which settlers have complied with the conditions which bind
them during the first three vears of their tenancies. Absenteeism has of course
been the principal failing. “Bat a lenient view has bean taken where reformation
is assured and practically the whole body of settlers aré now in a fair way of
obtaining at the closa of their five years’ probation the hereditary occupancy rights which
the Act promises them. This is the most satisfactory result, and I regard it as perkaps
the best justification of the continued retention of the colonisation office during the peri
which has elapsed since eolonisation operations first eommenced. Had not the settlers:

s T i continually watched, followed up with notices (of which I
3 o ety ::'p;;l issued over 2,650) driven, and occasionally punished, it is “saf
_'-c,',umm{, Officer could :;ssura that barely 5£ per cent. would at the T‘l‘il: |
have done it. : @ in a position to eclaim occupancy rights. The
" &L"S%ﬁ:ﬁ&ﬁﬂ which had t6 be made into the 2irpf§mtmo
: ' " revealed the fact that a certein number of men
cultivating ppssession from the first were not those for whom rec
made, and in whose names grants wers allotted. To turn out nec
B,ormsnently settled here, built houses, and brought their lands
ave been an extreme measure, . Bat one could not pass over case
and impersonation: altogether. I therefore obtained the parm
~+ Commissioner to give to men in this position a chanca of
yet been permitted to ngnmm ‘a‘a:iney. registers, but they 1

he

Wimity
Ak
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ot vavea%single gr.a.nbea, for the reason that many of those who have succeeded by inheritance
 to’allotments are employed on Government or other service. Out of 14,850 khdlds, as dealt

- with, there remain only 650 which have not been duly signed and attested. ‘ o

During the year two copies of a new edition of fhe field maps were made. The
fiald books were corrected. New khataunis (a paper maintainad for colonisation purposes)
were written up; and abbreviated jamahandis of the four villages in which the pro-
pristary rights were sold by auction were prepared. As praviously rgported I had twice »
before flattered myself that I had been able to complete the jamabandis and other papers
which should go to form the standing record. It seems clear, however, that a mistake
was made in supposing that sach' a record could or shonld be made until, after the
" Thisis right. Regular expiration of the five years’ probationary period, it has been ag«
b jamabandis cannot be pre- certained what rights have beep secured by the different clases
p ‘,P"m‘i’“”‘m”}‘“"m""h"“’ of grantees. The Settloment %lommissioner and Director of Land
» red some permanent R & ER perien fr . d t1
righta in the land.® ecords and Agriculture agree in this view, and consequen
. J.MONTGOMERY,» the standing record for the greater part of the Rakh Branc
" Bettlement Commissioner.  oolony should be prepared during the ensuing year, whilst in the
case of the Jhang Branch villages it will not be necessary to waste tithe in preparing
jamabandis during the ygars of their incubation.

2. Recoveries of initial demand from settlers.~The following table shows the
demand and the recoveries for the year under report : —

v

a-‘.
Q
CH
o _
e Heads. Demand. Recovered. Balance.
¥
: \
2 SEATEOT L, T ' E
Rs. a. p. Rs. a. P Rs. & p.
: Nazardna ol Fyeet L v § 2146 18 0| 81,458 18 0
5 - :
g
4 Cost of survey ... i 8 1,345 8 0 1,345 8 0
e
& | Cost of water-course construction ... | 4,405 6 3 4405 6 3
A W20
e Priv of wood: L0 L L 364 6 0 364 6 0 , ..
i i : ;
Fal Total . w| 97572 1 % 27572 1 8
s J'ﬁ‘“imm Blawwe o we w| 81876 9 0 21,968 15 0f 9,907 10 0

el | 51921 1211 20,363 4 11| 21,858 8 0
Cost of water-course constrnction ... 267,711 12 0 [ 147,328 11 0/ 1,20383 .1 0.
Lo R R 781 6 0 420 6 o 3 00

O Total .. o ]ssnse 7 1) 199081 4 11 1,652,450, 30

e = m——

nees.--No advances were made to settlers on
uring the year. Rupees 1,61,145 were advanced

! ttlers on the Jhang Branch to enable them to
vey and of water-comrse constraction, The large

doe to the fact that the system 3

to incoming settlers has now M

on account of taki :
Sty is.collected by |

8.
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5. Cultivation.—Details of cultivation are as follows. The figures in brackéts
relate to the corresponding harvests of the previous year, and are given for the purpose

& ]

* of comparison :— ' ¢ ‘
R — B
Total scres. | - Matuved. | = Failed:
.. . ORI O B L
a * (a).—Rakh Branch.

Kuarir 1896— i ‘
173,700 161,789 12,010

(138,776) | (119307) | (14,469§

12,485 6,246 { 6,239

(7,058) | (1,909) (5,144)

e

Nabri ... el wee

Bérdni ...

g
4 o { 186,234 168,035 18,249
{

Total
(140,829) (121,216) (19,613)

(

~ Ras1 1896.97—

254,995 249044 | - 5,951
Nahri ... v

\

(174,419) | (168,875) |  a.(5544)
2,438 2,087 351
(29) (20) @)

Bérdni ..,

257,433 251,131 6,302
Total !
(174,448) (168,895) (5,553)

(b).—jhang Branch.

Kuarir 1896— ; ;
13,678 12678 |.° 1,000
- R e R e ey { : :
: (Nil). (N3, (NI,
603 | o2 880 . .
* Béaréni ... i Bt fnde Ve { ' i
. | a8 | izem 1,380
Total ol ; 3 R RO
’ : (Nil). (NiD. DO
Ram 1896-97— b et e i L e T
. " A0 b DR ol
N L N T S O I T 1,989
T R e T S SRS ¢ . e
: \ Total ] a3t | ea38s 59
‘ The results obtained on the Rakh dBmm:h are nothing short of startling. Th
i ; allotted area on that Branch is 430,000 acres
o i aren of matured crope on irrigated  mately, The Canal Department h

; Acres. themselves to give water to irrigate
Eparit . . .%o 161580 area during the year. Andy
Babi .. e owo o 249044 half has in one harvestbeen ¢

‘ L s suncessfully matured. T !
¢ fTotal .. 41083% days for the Chendb Canal
== supply, t;g;riu.oa bumper
Thisis excollent and more than the ruling for his produce!
Doyarim o to do. The :oqg::m;niby it 18 to be

X6 ;e Quite as extravagant in




. 3 4 '
X1 ' ’ £ ]

6. Adessments.~The following are the details of the demand formufhted against
settlers in the year under report. The figures in brackets relate to the year 1895-96 : —

»

Kharif 1896. Rabi 1896-97. Total.

. i
.

Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Re’ a8 p:
5,90,407 0 0 7,44,749 14 0 13,35,1568 4 O
(4,02,603 14 0) 1 (5,72,108 14 0) | (9,74,712 12 0)

73,536 13 6 99,964 10 0 1,73,501 7 6

(a) —Rakh Branch.
Water-r&fﬁﬂ ey e
e

.
»

Land revenue ... oee ...{
(49,704 11 0) (75,568 0 9) (1,25,272 12 8)
54324 8 9 74,652 9 3 128877 2 O

Cesges ... o ahe
(87,200 9 9) (56,753 13 9) (93,954 7 6)

52,624 5 0 72,576 12 3 1,25201 1 8

» \
e

M‘]ik‘nﬂ .- '. Ll e
. (36,080 3 3) (55,002 11 0) (91,082 14 3)

L] c——
) 7,70,892 11 3 991,843 13 6 | 17,62,736 8 9
Total

(525589 6 0) | (7,59433 7 6) | (12,85,022 14 0)

e (b) . —Jhang Branch.

Wﬂ.tﬁr'mtes e ) wee wee 1,009 9 0 1009 9

0

Land revenune ... 41 13 0 4113 0

* QOesses ... ' o 31 5 6 81 5.8
Mé.ldi.kﬁna ave ony 31 5 6 81 5 6
Wokad 1,1147_17 L114 1 0

Y. Houses and cfnmmunications, &c.~During the year 5,400 new houses have been*

built in ¢he Rakh Branch colony, and 1,500 in the Jhang Branch villages. Last year

1 reported that I bad had all village sites mapped wjth a view to freming a record

with the assistance of which to settle the disputes which constantly arise, and on which

to fraxe an assessment on ground occupied by others than the settlers and the village

kamins. *1 found that the maps then made were 80 inaccurate as to be useless, and as

e o the careful mapping of village sites involves a great deal of work

m";";"ofn;‘b‘;‘;‘g i:f, ‘:;?3 and the patwéris were employed fully on othergduties, 1 engaged a

idea. special staff of amins to map and survey all the peasant village

J. MONTGOMERY,  homesteads in the Rakh Branch coleny. This work is now

Sstilement Commissioner. o1 voaching completion and 1 shall shorfly be in a position to

report to Government my proposals for taking rent or revemue from the shop-keepers

and others occupying sites in these villages on land owned by Government. A very

modest assessment should bring in some few thousands of rupees a year, and will tend to

. prevent the grabbing of land which may appreciate considerably in value. Building on

i the Jhang Branch is proceeding much more rapidly than it did in the early days of the

 colony. The conditions in fact are now enormously different to what they were when thee

- first few hungry pioneers came to the Bér. The settlers were then poverty stricken

 almost to a man, and there was no one with sufficient confidence in the future to give

~ them any credit. Now not only de we get much more substantial zamindérs anxious to get

. asquare of land, but the great ambition of the Maghifna Khbatri or the Chiniot Khcja

 Thelot of the settlersof 18 to obtain a footing in one of the new villages. To®this end he

b t day is doubtless approaches the incoming settler on the Jhang Brancl with an

_much easior than it was in  offer of a Joan at a fairly reasonable rate of interest, and at a

: ®®  time when his predecessor on the ‘Rakh Branch was still content
“m&wdﬁm— to live as best be could under a van tree, the Jhang Branch settler- .

cer in hoping that gommences the construction of a more or less ambitions haveli. T on)

‘hope that it will not be overdone, and that both ou the Rakz

‘ ug Jhang Branches the colonists will not get into the Labit

of adopting a style of living and a scale of expenditife which in

with a less profuse fupply of wafer they may not be able t.o‘

R : o 2 Y ‘.
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One of the most pressing requirements of the colony is the improvement of com-
munications by bridging the numerous water-courses which cross roadways. The District
*  Thisis o very importans Boards of Jhang and Gujrdnwéla have at length ‘taken a certain
work. Everything should uumber of Ynain roadways in hand. In order to provide bridges
m dO::dm gy ‘oron the village and zaminddri roads (the latter being the term used
to ranch the rilvay. . to denote a road which leads only to some body’s fields and ends
® ¢ J MONTGOMERY, . in & eul de sac), I have collected from the Rakh Brauch villages
© Bettlement Commissioner.” Rg, 5 per allotted square, and I am now arranging to constrnct as
mdny bridges of as cheap a kind as is eompatible with endurance, as I can with the money.
A couple of simple masonry walls supporting slabs of Tarakki stone well covered with
earth is the form of bridge which, after consulting Réi Bahddur Ganga Rim, Executive
Engineer, I have decided to adopt. ‘

8. Tree-planting.—I embarked on rather an ambitious scheme of yoadside tred-
planting in the Lyallpur tahsil on behalf of the District Board of Jhang who provided
the requisite funds. An attempt was made to plant up or sow with tree seed five miles
along each of the roads radiating from the three centres of Lyallpur, Khurridnwila and
Dijkot, at each of which places there is a nursery. The Execative Kngineer, 2ud Division,
Chenab Canal, was kind enough to assist me by making arrangements for the supply of
water. But my hastily dug channels have been found to be hardly sufficient for the
purpose, and want of funds has prevented me making them as sound and water-holding
as I could have wished. Something, however, has been effected, and I hope that I shgll
be able in the spring to replace the young trees which have died, re-dig certain lengths of
water-course, and sow fresh seed where that originally put down has Tailed to germinate.
Altogether 8,295 young trees were planted out from the Dijkot nursery, 1,327 from
Khuridnwila, and 2,256 from Lyallpur. But I should be afraid to say how many ofsthese
are still living. In sowing I adopted the plan of putting down a handful of seed at ¢
intervals in the places where I wanted the trees to remain permanently, instead of the more
common practice of sowing continuously along the berm of a channel. Should a tree result.
in each of the places where I have put down a few handfuls of seed, the District Board
of Jhang would be credited with 7,336 trees along its roads. But generally speaking
owing to hurried work and insufficient supervision I am afraid this sowing has been
rather a failure. In Gujrdnwéla the Tahsildar of Khangah Dogrén has put down about
1,700 young trees, and sown a length of two miles of roadway with seed. I cannot say
with what result. Of course, the importance of tree planting in the colony is very great,

These village platetions and I hope that good will result from the small plantations which ‘
ghouid, by all means, been- 1 Dave started in u very large number of villages on the Rakh

couraged. Branch. I supply the seed and the lambardéirs are made rggpon-
so MONTAOMERY,  gible for the maintenance of these plantations, for the irrigation
ttiement Commissioner. . s .
of which the Executive Engineer has made excellent arrange-
ments. .

9. Case work of officers.—The following table shows the case work disposed of by
myself and my assistants during the year. Owing to the increasing amount of colonisa~
tion work proper due to the spréad and growth of the colony, I have had to give up
doing original criminal work almost entirely :— *

CRIMINAL, REeveNuE.

WA

Sl
OrFICERS.

Cont_eating
ejectment.

Partition,
Share o

Colanisution Oﬁoel‘ T T e . en M 8 e e .o
A’Bilt&ﬂt Colonisntion 0ﬁcel’... - e e 360 ) e 8 7 & “'

£ A <A B e i b 3 R X i 1
During the year 218 cases were referred to and settled by village panchdyats.
Mutations were attested as follows ;— e Ly

By the Uolonisation Officer e v v w11
» the Assistant Oolonisation OMOOr we e w274
, Tahsfldér, Khangah Dogrén v <. ‘ S
, Néib-Tahsildér, Khangsh Dogrén .,
¢, Tobsfldér, Lysllpur we i we
2’ : . » Nﬁb-m' Dylllpm.‘ ' e "
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