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"3 No. 950 S, dated Lahore, 18th September 1876 >

From——W M. Youxe, Esquire, Settlement, Secretary to'
~ Financial Comnnssmner, Punjab.

To—LererL Grivriy, Esquire, Oﬂicxatmg Secreta.ry o
*  Government Punjab.

Isam desired to forward, for the orders of Government,

Mr. Roe’s meport on the Réision of Settlement in the Sha.hpnr
Kandi tract of the Gurddspur district. - The ,report was
submitted to the Commisgionef in February 1873. In June
1876 the Commissioner reported that the copy received in his
qffice had been lost, so the Financial Commissioner sent for the
,roriginal report, and, in consideration of the time which has
!alreadx elapsed, proceeded to review it without further delay.
*Ipe Commissioner has apologized for the delay in a letter
wluch is herewith forwarded for perusal.

2. The cu-cumstances under which this settlement was
N\ @reumstances wsdee  Undertaken were the same as those con-
wiyjch the resettlement nected with “the settlement of the Und
CR — circle, in the Hoshidrpur district. . Both
these tracts were settled together with the Kéngra district
by Mr. G. C. Barnes in 1852, The term of settlement does
not expire until 1881-82, and the only operations with w
Mr. Roe was entrusted were the revision of the records &f
rights and collection of agricultural statistics. The tract un&tz
settlement was transferred from the Kdngra to the Gurdd |
district in 1869,

Ag no.usessment has been made, the Futancml
sioner will only notice briefly the points in the tepowﬁ
appear to be lmportnnt.




. b
v * dated 8th May 187§, the orders of His Henor the Lieutenant
. Govefnoa:m this sibject were communicatell. The dafermina-
tith of their stgtus was held to have bpen less fayorablgto |
Govérnment than was warranted by the &onsiderati S |
the tracts in question were obtained by the British Govern-
« mept from the Chamba R4jh free of allencumbrances, It -
was tholight unadvisable, however, to place Dalhousie ands
. Balan under settlement (which, after the gssue of a notification
declaring set#lement operations completed, was the only way
to revise the entries), and an appeal to the courts was held to
be the best remedy in all cases where the municipal committee
ot the military authorities thought fit to dispute_the entries.

4. The assessment circles formed by Mr. Roe are nearly

e conterminous with the old taltigas into

T which the traet was divided in ilmperial

times. As remarked in the review on the Una Report, the

correctness of this formation of assessment circles has not been

tested, no assessment having been made, and the officer who
re-assesses the tract will have to consider their appropriatenesL

afresh. p
- 5. The Financial Commissioner demurs to the stajemente.
- made in paragraph 28 of the report, that, =
- no attempt has {))een made to revive the

hereditary character of the qintngos. * The principld enun-
ciated in the rules under the d %{evenue Act, that in the
appointment of these officers ‘“hereditary claims shall
ed so far as is compatible with the selection of it
persons,” has, speaking generally, been held to govern these
appointments.
6. In paragraph 38 Mr. Roe states that he collected
Wottection of village statistics regarding each village and
Statistios, entered remarks in thenote-books regard-
_the capability of each in regard to assessment ; but that
no janms, for reasons which are quite sufficient. It

~ the assets, as evidenced by these statistics, did not in any case

* « Shay be remarked that as apparently no case was for
g. reduction in consequence of these enquiries, a ideration. of
i
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ment fell at an intidence of Re. 1-6-1 eulhvutul wi 2
The san® assessment falls upon present ¢ vmon
of 1-1-2 pey, atkre. Oftheareaundera'opswpgrq&
is ol the first order of value, oomimsmg chiefly wheat$ goji
(wheat and barley), rice, jowdr, barley and cotton. How far
prices have risen 4s not stated in the réport, but there ig no
“reason to suppose that this tract affords an exceptidn to"the
general rise which has taken place in the last 20 years. ‘

8. Mr. Roe has framed an estxm&ta of the amm wPit;h
o represents the Government of the
ey J rgduce, assuming that fhis share g3
one-sixth. "It appea.xg that Mr. Roe considers his produce
estimate low, because be thinks.it would be possible to assess
above it The Financial Commissioner observes that the sub-
Jeet is pur8ly speculative, ‘as the test of framing an assessment
upon the estimate is absent, The assumed yield per acre
seews very moderate (the hlghest for wheat 1s 7 maunds to
the acre). As no statement of prices has been supplied, the
#inancial Commissioner is unable to pronounce upon the

, estimated value of produce.

$ 8. With reference to the remarks appended to paragraph
(l,‘mug.ol troops from 40 of Mr. Roe’s report, relating to the
t Dalhousie.  #pressure caused by requisitions for car-
riage for troops between Pathéinkot and Dalhousie, the
SKinancial Commissioner believes that correspondence has taken
ace between the Commissioner and Government on this sub-
Jecy. The difficulty arises from the break in carriage at
Pathdnkot. The state of things described by Mr. Roe
affords an argument for the cohstruction of a cart-road from
Pathdnkot to Dalhousie. Until this is done, the pressure
will, no doubt, be felt. ' s .

10. The determination of Government rights in t%-a 4
_ forests of this tract * hag fermed thesub-
R o el P proloxiged correspondence,
4 your I}Iio ]613 datedh:nh Februs
5 phs 4854 of 1874, His Honor the utenant
*Uficer's report. 1 or intimated that the system on w
forests have rwently




* * fand with the forests. Rules were framed by tie District

*  Officer ux()ctober'lS“ which were referred to the Gonserva-
M Forests for opinion. His proposalsliffered considerably
from! those made by the Deputy Commissioner; so the
Financial Commissioner requested that a joint report might
be framed by the Deputy Commissioner anid an officer of the
Forest Department for the disposal of these differences. This
report has not yet been submitted. The Financial Comumis-
sioner hopes tb obtain it at no distant date.

11, Tbe grazing lease granted for life to Phint, of which
mention is made in paragraph 56, has
T expired owing to Phind’s death. The

Financial Commissioner has instituted enquiries as to the
disposal of the lease subsequently. e .

. 12. The enquiry into the_ status cf tenants with right of
occupancy, reported in paragraph 65 of
the report is similar to that made by
Mr. Roe in the Una circle. The Financial Commissioner has
given his opinion on this procedure in paragraph 19 of his
review on the settlement of the latter tract. niie is inclined to
think that the view therein given regarding the inadmissibility
of such a procedure subsequent to the passing of the Land
Revenue Act, 1871, requires modification. There appears to
beno objectlon to the classification during settlement operations
of tenants with right of occupancy under the 5 headings cca-
tained in Sections 5 and 6 of Act XXVIII of 1868. Tie
classification is not, strictly speaking, an alteration ; it is a
refinement upon the rough classification of the first settlement.
The conditions for rebuttal remain as before. The record has
orly presumptive validity, and therefore the settlements courts
wxlz no doubt, classify those tenants only about whose status
there is no room for doubt, leaving the doubtful cases to be
dﬂ“dpd judic’ally. Under precautions of this kind the system

g tenants with right of occupancy ata revised

':ﬂament appears unobjectionable.

~ 18. The form for showing tenants’ holdings, to which
ut of tenants' Mr. Roe takes exception in paragraph 66, .

. has been altered ; lndthatwhwhunov

: byﬂnmle- issued under thQPun jab Land Revenue

rs th mmwmmm»umm.

<

{

Tenancy.




14. In paragihph 6% Mr. Roestateuhgtentneawm K

A under Act ' to the rights of landtord aud fendnt a '
xx.v’m.ouasa. 1 deemed to be agreemants” and t
* be ®t gside by tile courts. This does not correctly replhaeat
the present state of the law. Ordinary entries in regard to
mat.ters in Chaptee I1 of the Ténancy Aet were not deem to

nts, even when Section 2 of that Act renfai

full orce. That section has, moreovér, been modified b Seohon
21 of the Punjab Land Revenue Act, and entfies relating to
the matters dealt with in Chapter III, IV, V, and VI of the
Tenancy Act are now only deemed to be ag'reemonts if made
in records framed pyeviously to the passing of the Lafld
Revenue Act, 1871. .

?5. In commentmg (paragraph 74) upon the alteration in
Powers of Seftlementom.  the ‘powers of Settlement Officers in
cers to alter previows record  regard tg correcting mistakes in former
RIS, settlements, which was brought about b
the Punjab Land Revenue Act, Mr. Roe does not mention aﬁ
she provisions in accordance with which such corrections can
be made. Besides Section 19 of the Land Revenue Aect,
+*, which, provides for entries being made in accordance with facts
= o which have occurred since the former settlement, and judicial
decisions, Section 20 provides a procedure by which any person
who cbnsiders himse aggrieved by any entry in regard to
land of which he is in possession may obtain redress. It is
\tme that, owing to the fact that a suit brought under this
s¥ction requires a stamp of Rs. 10, the procedgure is rendered
somewhat expensive, and is seldom resorted to, In some
districts the stamp has been reduced to 8 annas to meet this
difficulty.

16. The system of attestation bweposxtlon, alluded tefin
System of attestation by ~paragraph 77 since been abandoned
deposition, as too voluminous, The object of this
was, the Financial Commissioner thinks, to gNe the record
additiongl force, although Mr. Roe denies this, The H%-‘ )
cial Cognmgssioner has elsewhere given his views at 1 B
the inadvisability of incurring the expense and dolsymulhngr

from the system.
17. The settlement now wuta.konm a
“a-dduﬂnd-& theclou 1869 by Mr. W, M. Y
the work until
\1870 mumwbyﬂr&i,' wh
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: eomplpted at the c}ose of 1872, Thecost t.'q Tmperial revenues
n addition to this fees were levied from the

Rs. 27,297.
é;zpiefmountingw Rs. 16,808, of whith, Rs. 6,279 wére
rrowed from the Una circle. o

. 18. The Finantial Commissioner recommends that- the

. @overnment sanction soli.  8anction of Government be accorded to

el the records prepared by Mr. Roe, as
requestet.l in His paragraph 82.

19. The work done by Mr. Young during the first year

'éoncmion of settlement, and from that time to its

' conclusion by Mr.” Roe, whb was most

ably seconded by Pandit Mahdrd) Kishan until his promotion

to a higher post in Ajmere, is, in the Financial Commissioner’s
opinion, worthy of the commendation of Government.

No. 1246, dated Lahore, 24th October 1876.
From--LEPEL GRIFFIN, Esquire, Officiating Secretary to Government, Punjab, ¢
To—the Becretary to Financial Commissioner Punjab.

I am desired to return the enclosures of your letter Ne.

- 950 S dated 1st ultimo, submitting Mr, Roe’s report on the

revision of settlement in the Shahpur Kandi tract of the

Gurddspur district, and to convey the following remarks and
orders of the Lieutenant Governor. .

2. The remark of the Financial Commissioner in your
paragraph 5, regarding the hereditary character of the qanan-
- gos, appears to His Honor to be correct.

% 3. With reference to your paragraph 10, I am to express
- the Lieutenant Governor’s regret for the delay which has .
_ oceurred in the determination of Government rights in the
~ forests of the tract reported on. . .

“ 4, The Lieutenant Governor concurs in the opinion of
~ the Financial Commissioner regarding the classification of
’tmnhtduring settlement operations, ag stated in your para-
12,

5.  His Honor also endorses the constructior put in your
rraph 14 on Section 2 of the Punjab Tenancy Act, as
by Section 21 of the Punjab Land Revenue Act.

0



% £ 'l‘helmtbant(}ovm«m&
to e\vg;k done by Messrs. Wil g.d Y ,
Pandit Mahérdj- , as &olici pyour

paragraph. <
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* Frow . :
CHARLES A. ROE, EsSQUIRE, 1) ;
A e Settlement Officer, Moshidrpur. L

To
MaJsor-GENERAL R. G. TAYLOR, CB, CSI, ,
Commissioner Antritsar,
. s
. Dated Lahore, the 15th February 1878
SIR, | ‘

L

I have gthe honor to swuhmit the final report on the Settle-
ment Operations lately in progress in the Shahpur Kandi. tract of the
Gurdéspur district. . .

2. These operations were commenced under the orders of Govern-
Nature of therecent opera-  ment, published by Notification No. 1075 in the
tifhs. Punjab Gazette of 2nd September 1869 ; they
were brought to a close in September last, and the whole of the
“Tgecordsghave now been made over to the Deputy Commissioner of
oGypdéspur, and filed by him in the District Office. There has beem
no reyision of the assessment, which was made by Mr. Barnes ﬂ*
1952, arml which will not é&pire until 1881-82. The tract recently under
settlement formerly formed part of the Kiéngra district, the rec
af which were revised by Mr. Lyall a few years ago. It was th b
adVisable to extend this revision to those parfs of the old K
di®%rict which now form part of Gurdéspur, and to that part of
Hoshifirpur which was also settled by Mr. es. With the ex :
tion of fixing a new assessment, the whole of the operations were ‘
same as those required at a regular revision of settlement, that is, the
* whole tract had to be remeasured, the papers attested, and a new record
of rights prepared. This work was commenced by Mr, W. i
Young, ¢s. I succeeded him at the end of 1870, when the measure-
ments had been almost completed, and since then I have remained con-
tinuously in charge of the operations. e :

Plan of repgrt. 3. In the following report I propose—
® I2-To describe briefly the geographical features of the

IL—To give o short sketch of its former political histor
IIL—To review the statistics relating to its istor
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am CHAPTER I—GroGRAPHY.
. 4 The tract takes its names from the town of Shahfur on the

_ . Rdvi, and the hilly couptry known b;the P
; name of Kandi. It is bounded on the" east
by the Chaki, a tributary of the Beas, and on the west by the Ravi;
beyond the Chaki lies the Kirgra district, &nd beyond tlie Révi
Jammd territory. The northern boundary is the Chamba State,
the Tine of demarcation being the range of hills running almost
straight from {¢he Chaki to the Ravi about 30 miles to the north of
Pathinkot. On the south the boundary is the same as that of the
British territory previously to the annexation of the Punjab ; roughly
:gelking, it would be defined by drawing a straight line, parallel
the northern boundary; from the head of the Bari Doib Canal

at Madhopur to the point where the Chaki joins thé Beas, a little
below the town of Mirthal. .

5. Within these boundaries there are 140 villages, exéluding

aten. Dalhousie, about whi-h a separste report has

‘ been already submitted, am\ which is not

included in any way in this reflort or the accompanying returns.

S o sillages. At the Regular Settlement the number was

only 136G, but this was only the number of

the mehdls, not of the villages, so that the increase is only nomindi.

Three villages conterminous with Pathfnkot were included with it
Explanation of apparent in & single mehdl, and in the same way twe '

increasc. villages were included under the common nape

-

- of N&jﬁ Chak. At the commencement of the present settlement !

operations it was proposed to submit a report for their separatien
intp distinct mehdls, but subsequently I considered it unnecessary
todoso. A village and a mehdl are entirely distinct; the latters
merely represents & certain extent of revenue-paying land groupfed
under a single name in the Government records, purely for the sake
of revenue convenience. Generally, no doubt, in the Punjab a mehdl
‘and a village is one and the same thing, but it is by no means
_necessary that they should be so. The rights and responsibilities of a
village are in no way affected by the question whether it is entered

i m in the Government list or }i:int.l with another village.
considered it unnecessary to rmaﬁy apply for sanction

a complete separation of mehdls. I thought it quite sufficient
declarg that the lands concerned were, and always had
tirely distinct villages, se, ly, not jointly; responsible
quota of the revenue of the common mehdl, and having
‘separate rights and obligations. ST

1
to
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area ; in fact it is even' *for the madfi land, which, as unasses
is includeg under the of waste, has decreased considerablys 'l
increase in the cultivation is due partly to more accurat® measu
« meng, and partly toéhe breaking up of new lands sihce the set#eyes
the inci®%ase in the uncultivated area arises simply because no npt
was foymerly made to measure thg waste at all. The population is
| now 9,048, or 650 tPeach square mile of culfivation ; there arg no
|- g:m show what it was at the last settlement, so no compdtison”can
e,

7. About Pathénkot the land commences to undu gently.
The first slope is a steady but very gradual
decline for four or five milese then comes
shorter but stgeper rise for about two miles. Here the low hills
be said to fairly cmnmencf, and they continue in a series of u‘nﬁﬁ -
but moderate ranges until they reach the Dhar Dulla hills, & ‘
18 mits from Pathdnkot. This range runs across from the Chaki
L to the Rivig on the northeit descends abruptly into a fertile valley
’ of about 10 miles in breadth ; and where the hills commence to rise
again, British territory ceases. e Throughout the whiole tract the
surface of the soil is covered with large stones or boulders, which are
more numerous in the north than in the south. No assessment being
n rrofress it is not perhaps quite correct to speak of assessment
circles having been formed, but the following appear to be the natural
= ydivisiops of the country, and the statistics have been grouped accord-
-, ingly. ‘
o 8. In no part is igrigation from wells practised, nor can any use
* P e made of the Révi; ity basks ace' Wt
precipitous. The villages are therefore divided

" imto—1st, those that irrigate from the Chaki; 2ng, those that depend
eatirely on rain. .

Physical features.

Assessment circles.

*9. The Chaki villages have again been divided into upper and
The Chaki ciroles. lower circles. The features of the two are
mainly the same, but the upper vil possess
this great advantage, that they can help themselves first to - m ;
whil:;] in seasons of drought the lower villages often ’r
severely. it

: 5 . €., those n
. Paléhi ang Kandi circles, 4 2 the more hi ones, T
is twold #in the first place the soil is better
nin-fall,ifnot‘ctmllypﬁmr,is_mm and
\ins know

E

i ﬁhmﬁolmdi
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ﬁn iﬂmml»m the difierent circles one with
,’_Itm.” ‘K:n cs “of each are separatel.

Sy W AT ngenmswementﬂol Their order o
i mﬂa.'bo-—f the upper Chaki; 2, the lower Chaki (’;m‘a
(ﬁo'rethnnmperoent.ofthexrtohluumﬁsued 3, th

Palshi; 4, the Kandi circles. The will be more fully consi x
: ﬁomheadofﬁscal'hwtory p No. I shdlws the limits of

Ea.ﬂ.w

si

€
CHAPTER II—HisToRY, POLITICAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE.

12, The country wa; formerly divided into the following taldqas,
18 the nanies and limits of which, with the excep-
o xn tion of Kiuntarpur, have continued in local use

- down to the present time :— ¢ A
i s ke Shahgur. 5. Kuintarpur.

e 9. Paléhi. 3 6. Garota

B R 3. Kandi. 1 Sm pur

gw § e 4. Pathénkot. 8. 7

13 The Shahpur, Palihi, and Kandi taligas were originall
g united and formed a.rt. of the territories of tbe
g Niirpur Réjahs. gnaaty was established
~ about 700 years ago by Jet Pél, aha.s Réna Bhe:
‘Delhi, who settled at Pathénkot and took possession of all the gpiintuy
~ at the foot of the hills.

ifhasty. continued undivided down to the tu'.ge
Y waugatChmd,whoume Sh.g
ﬁ.'m( 50 of hu report) as having, “in the time of
{M A.D. 1646, and in the service of that Emperor, conducted a most
butmutulmhrpnu against the Azbeks of Balkh and
Mthohndofli,ooo Rﬁgpﬁhmnedmlmown oonnhy

A s P b e O i ity £ y’, F Gt T
g Shope X d y . -
/ ¢ : .o 8
-

ru

a Téur Rbjpit from

About 230 yecrvgo the capital was removed to Nérpur. The



b ;ndunother, Su'di!'l‘ixi

' Khén placed herself and herclnldmundorthe protechon.

L -Singh st Sujénp nr,ugd the result ewas an img Yuﬁhm
dommions. The two Sikhs took the oountry up to t.he ow‘w‘
Singh the 18 villages near the Révi forming the P \
and Tiri S the remaining 26 villages, which eonstxtnted the ta
Kandi. villages beyond the low hills, which forthed the Shal
taldqa, wera at once resumed b ertln Sm h, RﬁJ;h of Nnkpm' Y
. may be fairly considered their ﬁgx

16. Thesremaining h‘:og of :'h(;l SNha.hpur dta.hiqu l:h:dglw £
wi at of the Nirpur dynasty, A
5 °‘ the Nirpar ri.  which is deseribed at length by Mr. Bametg
paras. *67, 70, 89, 980fthe tlement Report. Réjah Pirthi Singh was
succeeded BY his son, Ré ir Singh, who fell before Ranjit Singh in
AD. 1815, and whose life was s;ant in vain endeavors to recover his
dominions. After his defeat in 1815 he escaped to Chamba, but ahorﬂy ;
afterwards sought an asylum at Ludhifna. He was expelled from
there in consequence of his intrigues against the Mahdrdjah, and soan -
afterwards he appeared in arms in his own territory. He was speedily
= crushed by the gxkh commander Sardér Desa Singh, and, ﬂy
+ Chamba, was given up by the Ri_;ahto Ruait. Singh, who imprison him
« ab Govind for seven years. en ransomed by the Chm
Réijap, and took up hi remdenee st. the shrine of Damtdl. He
Rere tAl the war betw the Sikhs and the English broke out in 1845,
when he raised his former subjects, and laid siege to Nﬁrm
* He died before the walls of the fort, but not befoge the ca.m v
been decided in f:fv:;e og t{:ﬁ British, to tl:'hozd t:x;. NJ!irpur :
passed as a ikh territory then dgirs were vm
to the mem mﬂoftheformerRoydfnmxly 2

17. Nirpur, mcluding Shahpur, has ever since formed
epries ¥ Mmoo ?;'rm
b s e
pk e T T Re S
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self at Sujénpur and Pathinkot. Ffom thé former place he was
ed by m%. who set up his own rule‘t.here,u?d,q already
~annexed the 18 Paldhi villages in Sambat 1838, A.p. 1781. -

succeeded by his son Budh Singh, whg, in Sambat 1871,
had to surrender his independence to Ranjit Singh and

service jagir. . 5 STk

. 9. This has no nepuutthxﬁtary, as soon as it ceased to form
: . drpur ; it was incorporated with
fal6ge Kandi, ~ taliqa PathAnkot a.ndshmita,fapt:m

L

20. ‘Ajiib R4i, the q&x;:in , was supplanted by Sardir Nand

f ingh, Bhangi, in Sambat 1818, Ap. 1761.
- 9 fhe PAts Nand Singh died in Sambat 1835, 4D, 1775,
| leaving no sons. His widow invited Térd Singh, son of Sardér Matsada
i of F , Batdla, to come and marry her danghter and succeed

her husband. He came, and imm ediatelg put both mother and dapghter
i to death, and took the whole of Nand Sipgh’s ion. Six years
 afterwards he annexed the 26 villages of the Kandi ‘taliqa. He
"~ remained independent down to Sambat 1864, A.n. 1807, when he had to
B m’l‘m possessions to Ranjit Singh and accept a jagir. Pathénkot
orth formed part of the Sikh territory, and as such passed under

21. The three preceding taliqas formed part of the Nuirpur terri-
tory, and lay in compact blocks, and had distinctive features of their -
own. The remaining taliqas are of a different character ; théy are
posed of the villages lying between the Chaki and the Beas, very
Bins ;::l of which ever belonged to Niirpur; ands their only distinetivay
. features are that they were held by different Sarddrs. Tt will be
sufficient to state very briefly how they were held during the short
sriod of their independence, and when they fell into the hands ©f

~ Ranjit Singh. *
22, Sardér Desa Singh was a relation of Tér& Singh of Pathdnkot,
 Taliio Kt and Jai Singh of Batfla. With their assistance
ﬂhxﬁnhrp Wml:nd Stiraj k orgg -
3 ' ur, pur ildgas. r war
n Sansfr Chand, of Kidngra, and Réni Kmr.théfeo{
csh Singh.indmotheﬂ.:;hw of Singh, in which the
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Budh Singh rendered®good Service to Govern
23, This formgd a part of the old Kintarpurtcircle
r;q:m : 'ngb. When he was dispossessed
s 1832 by Sarddr Jai Singh and the ]
taliga %vas given tother husband I}Brb.kluh'smgg The Ri
taken prisoner in Sambat 1870 by Sher. , and the tract
into his ion. On Sher Singh’s death in Sambat 1893 if
made over to Hira Singh. A wiian

24. Like Garotah, Mirthal formed a part of Kuantarpdr. :
Taliiga Mirthal, it was taken by the Réni in Sambat 1832 and
e }vas givent.oh&r relatives, t.hefsonn of Bhflg

Singh. In 1864 it came into the possession o jit Singh,
a.ndgwu managed on behalf of the Prince Sher Singh bynm Jiwan
Mal. *When, in Sambat 1869, the prince’s jigirs were transferred to
Kanhwdn, this tract was given to Kishn Singh, wazir of the Goler
Rijah, as a reward for services rendered in the Kéngra campaign. It
was resumed on annexation, and ether villages given in‘exchange.

25. The four villages forming the Sérajpur taliqa always
® Tuliqa Sdrajpur belonged to Nurpur, and were tblorbod"g
cobvros i Ranjit Singh with the rest of that territory.

3 28. Nirpur fell in AD. 18eldS, snge tt.‘he pe}rt Sikll:dohiet; h:fg :

swallowed u ore. e whole of t
ﬁgf‘i‘:"m administra- - Sitory was brought under the general S
system of administration. Léla Sukh I

ruled from A.D. 1815 to 1818; Moti Rim from 1818 to 1819;
" Wazir, Lahori, from 1819 to 1521. Khewa Singh succeeded, but wa
?eedil removed, and the administration then passed into the hanc
of Sardir Desa Singh of Majitha, who, with his son Lehna Singh,
it until it passed to the English. Their official title was that o
Nizim ; their duties, and the manner in which they were rme
are deseribed at length by Mr. Barnes in paras. 325 and follc
report. The administration was carried on by the Kérd
the nominees of the Nézim, one of whom was appointed for e

?mh. &ﬁ.m.&maégc&mdm,
saying o roblem is life was to maintain
th highest posibl level, and i the same tmo odkodp 1
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ofﬂmrpomﬁhnlfcbe failed: to do so,
thaobandhristbzkotwﬂs andﬂpvxlhge

-8, Tho ﬁngo was a registrar appointed ufider the 1018,
i 'lh o q‘n one for each taltqa, more for the sake 0}3:11 ggo:eml
) i aniformity *with the hal systent tha.n
: Mtboy were really required. “Idoubt,” says gf Barnes, “if their
duties were ever more than nominal. These functions have long since
fallen into disuse, and, as their services were not required, they have
gdnll y lost théir pnvxleges and emoluments, and retain nothing but
It is needless to add that under the English system the

go has always been smrg‘liv an official, and thnt no attempt has

n made to revive their hereditary chamcter

f Ll
g3 29. My. Barnes says :—“ The chaudhris are another class of agri-
B Cliaudhcts. - cultural officers raised by the Moghals. These
- ;i functionaries are found only in those districts
| which were reserved as imperial demesnes. The extent of their j Jjuris-
i diction seldom ‘comprised more than gight or ten villages, and in eve
{  taliqa there were several chaudhris. The duties were chiefly ﬁscx
. They were expected to encourage cultivation, replace absconders, and
© provide generally for the security of the Government revenue. The
| were also entrusted with police powers, and were responsible for the
arrest of eriminals and prevention of crime, Their emoluments were
usually 2 per cent. on the gross produce, and sometimes the Govern-
ment conferred a small jagir.” Mr. Barnes goes on to say that the,
were introduced into these ga.rt.s more for t,ﬁ sake of uniformity
than a.nu{thmg else ; that in the whole of the Kingra pariumlf only
i d be found at the time of the Regular Settlement who retained
Bk a.n part of their ancient privile They had, nearly all of them
B lnnk down into mere village h n, and in many cases theK merely
retained the name. The chaudhris of Indaura, in Nurpur, had, however,
owing to their Katoch n, retained both their influence and their
: The mnm ood service in the disturbances of 1848-49,
and m'even ir ound them in possession of any rights he

mﬂmdthemmthem.

09 Somewhat similar was the location of the kotwila, for a
description of whom I must uote

! ¢ Mr Barnes. Heuy:(putlmof

«—%In the old of Niirpur there is a grade of

‘pﬁun. a post d revenue system, odlod"kotwﬁs.

: ‘mmtmgin.ud pu-ﬂy bom,m m&quuy,
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| 2’ :g ;* His influence was un

P | ‘@;’

i ‘f‘_ 4 - ' > o y g ‘ :
peoplé if thély wanted a pleader, deputed
thogitople would waich I mdi%um%'b s
erisis the e is p and submit thei
.men\to-lf‘: Whatgver course he took they woulfl be sure te’
s ‘@6 & ¢ & & These fanctionaries are  rém
in land free of rent, and whenever I found them I maintained
officesand emolument® entire,” ke i €

3 g
31. The position and duties of these tgen are so th‘;wm }
is unnecessary to do more state that,
TE the present revision of settlzment
wherevet there was more than one lambardér} one has been dppoi
chief in accordance with the system introduced by Mx. Prinsep
approved by Government. No provision can be made for their re
neration until fhe assessmeént is revised ; but where the “sasans,” or
lots of rent-free.land, mentioned by Mr. Barnes in his para. 118, exist,
f hav® declared that on the death of the present incumbents they
~ shall go solely to the chief lambardar. it

- 32, The zaildérs appointed by Mr. Prinsep were inténded to be,
Zailds - far as possible, the representatives of the
chaudris and kotwdls, with this exception,
theat the present zailddrs have nothing to do with revenue matters.
Wherever any lineal descendant of the old families has been found fit
for the post, he has been appointed to it. Thus Phind, who was kotwil
of Shalipur under the Siichs, is now zailddr of the same taliga. In
® tafiqa Kandi the post remained in the same family for many genera-
tigns,agd at annexation #t was held by Singhdrd, who was confirmed
by Mr. Barnes in the grant attached to the office. Singhdrd was
esucceeded by his eldest son, on whose death there was a dispute as to
ti® succession. Colonel Lake considered that the office was not required,
awd refused to appoint any. one, resuming the t. Now that the
office, or its equivalent, has been revived, Kanhid, the next representativi
has been appointed zaildér, and I have applied to Government
restoration of the grant.  The remaining three zaildérs cannot be
gouentny hereditary elaims. Didd-Singh’s ancestor was a refugee
, who established himself near Pathdnkot by favor
: Si;gl;, but the family were old kotwils in Nrpur, |
was an orderly of Ranjit Singh's ; his ily had employ:
the court and made money, and have thas gained an influen
in theirownvmbr{:b:: the | : k
revenue matters. 1
of persogal
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o change e has been made in the duties or mode point- g
circles, @ ~ ment of the patwiris, but the circle xaﬂmf“

L them have been made more compact and

wiiﬁ‘the zailddrs’ circles, and one additional circle, has »
od. At the last settlement their remuneration was fixed
on the jama, but subsequently it was found that in
ingra district generally th® number of patwiris was too small.
‘brderdo bring it up to its proper comi)lement, the rate was raised
to 8/2 per cent. This has been levied for many years, but the
ment of the patwiris’ circles was allowed to wait over for the.
of the Settlement officer. In Kéngra Mr. Lyall raised the staff
wiris to the required number ; but as their pay did not absorb
he whole cese, he devoted the surplus to the payment of the zaildérs.
'he same course has been followed in this parganah, The changes
Tave been reported to you in detail, and they are shown in Statement

Vin the Appendix. The result of them is that— . :
1. All the circles have been made more compact and con-
terminous with zailddrs’ circles. “
g 2: The majority of patwaris have received a substantial
increase to their pay. :
3. None of them have suffered a decrease of more than Rs. 5
a year. o

These proposals have been formally sanctioned by Government in their
- Secretary’s No. 1513 dated 23rd October 1872, to the addresy of the

Financial Commissioner, J

c o 0
CHAPTER III—FiscarL HisTory, - b

35. As the tract recently under settlement does not formga
plete fiscal division of the country, the compilation and comparison
of its statistics is rather difficult. The totals o[) former collections,” &e.,
~ are not to be found in Mr. Barnes’ report, bul can only be obtained,
: n they are complete for each village, by adding up all the different
of Sikh collec-  items. Thus it has been impossible to give
B the amount of Sikh collections. But the
v nt was based on a 10 per cent. reduction on the -
ions, which would thus have been Rs. 66,833. N




?' i “;‘,‘:1,‘:. 28 e
gated lands are peculiatly liale to drought; 2, even in

and level, yet from the vicinity of the hills the soi] in mamy p
. d encumbergd with stones, the population is thin, d#hd,
‘Jands ar®. slovenly tilled;” 3, a large proportion of the popula

were in the service of the Sikh govegnment, and helped their relatives

at home with remittaitees. They, or at any rat® a great part of them,
are now out of employ, and have to be supported by the land.* On the
whole, therefore, Mr. Barnes considered that the assessment must be still
further reduced on the hill tracts, but that it might stand or even be
glightly raised in the irrigated lands. Statement No. I acgordingly
shows that whilst the Kandi and Paldhi circles received a reduction, the
jamas raised in both the upper and lower Chaki circles®vary slightly
in the former,jand moderptely in the latter. The net result was an
increase of Rs. 2,435, or rather under 4 per cent. The total of the new
" jama Rs. was 635193, giving on the total area of 45,595 acres a rate of
1-6-1 per acre. { iz

° .
38. As the present operations did not include a reyision of the
. assessmente I made no attempt to caleulato
what would be a fair jama, or to work out
the estimates on which it would be based. The statistics for each
vallage have of course been duly collected and recorded in the village
note-books, which have been prepared in English, in the same form
as in other districts where the settlement has been lately revised. But
to go ffrther, and to place on record any opinion of what a new jama
® mi%ht be, could have done no good, and might have done much harm.
1% in *agy instance I had stated that an assessment required to be
lowered, the village would have considered that it had a right to reduc-
otion ; if I repo in favor of retaining or raising an assessment, my
offinion cculd not have assisted the future Settlement Officer in any way,
foe he will not have to propose a new assessment for the next tem
o years, and it is impossible to foresee what changes may take place in .
this period. PR

nearest th\ﬂns. “although the character of the eountry

39. The present meunre?lenta show an increase in the cu vated

F, VLT area of 13,032 acres, or 28 cent. or
o former measurements. In ogle; one
ment circle has there been a falling-off, viz,, in the lower

. there has been a decrease of nearly 1,000 acres, or less
A cor ing increase has occurved in the Paldhieci
each of thg other circles the increase is over 50 per cent.

; ?mm the cultivated area has been to reduce Mr.
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at enter into any detailed calculations “based on fignres; my
vidh, based on-mmd knowledge of the country, may, however,
briefly stated. Mr. * deseription of its general features is ee&ually .
thligalle to it now, except that there has been an. increase in cultiva- o
on and population ; and to the reasons urged, by him in fasor of a
‘assessment must be added a new one, viz, the great injury_caused
tﬁx agriculturists by“the proximity of Dalhouste. This may K:nbaps
th#n a better market for their produce. On the other hand, it
greatly diminishes the amount of produce they are able to raise. The
movements of the troops take place at the most inconvenient seasons,
viz., at thp time of both the spring and autumn harvests ; and even if the
zamindédrs themselves may escape the conseription, the number of
gllage servamts or “ kamins” forcibly impressed for the carriage of
}om‘ tl{ interferes with the work in the fields, I would most
~ earnestly call the attention of the Government to the erving evil of the
nt system of forced labor. Though the legal statas of the people
- 1s nominally much better than in Mr. Barnes’ time, it is in reality much -
~worse. Then it was openly declared that certain classes were hable to
' impressment, but their duties were clearly defined, and all other classes
‘ were exempt. Now impressment is @ legal offence; yet tahsildirs are
ordered to collect numbers of coolies out of all proportion to the numberof
e 5. Every one is seized and employed on any work ; all complaints
~ bave to be ignored, because the whole thing is illegal. On all sides cori-
~ plaints reached me that men are seized indiscriminately, without any
~ reference to the inconvenience of the season ; that they are excessively
~ loaded and underpaid, that is, they are paid only for the marches they
‘ actually make, and no account is taken of the days spent at the tahsil
©and in ¢dming from and going to their homes. I have been informed
~ that shop-keepers in villages on the line of march have closed their
shops on account of being compelled to sell provisions at an arbitrary-
rate ; that to avoid being constantly harassed many proprietors have
- left their cultivation entirely to their tenants and become absentess;
~and that if this state of things continues much longer, many of them are o
yt.;}ned to quit the country altogether. 1f the system of impressment
~and forced is to be maintained, it should be legally recognized
: tnm under proper control. On the other hand, there is the increase
in vation and rise in prices I should think it probable that when

‘the assc is revised a fair increase may be ex&ocbed, es y in
apply Mr. Barnes’

the irrigated tracts, but that it would be impossible
1d rate ‘qgmrhcmepwmwtheomthgtmy be found in exist-

e
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turists and “officials likely to be well informed on the
%h@a‘hﬂa comwodity ; the highest yield ggsumed 1
maunds p& acre in the upper Chaki circle, the lowest of
in the Kandi cirele. . This is much below the usual®rates, in fi
less tham half, for I ﬁlin;k that, speaking roughly, 15 waunds
assumed as the average yicld of irrigated and 10 of unirrigated
Dut $h® present tracteof country is by no means up to the average. A
regarcs the Chaki, it is true the supply of water is perenniad, bu® it is
most capricious, and often, instcad of benefitting the country, it
with it nothing but ruin. The average of 7 maunds may be a
low, but it is by no means so much so as it would seem.

42. " The average assumed for the Kandi circle of 4} maunds is &
no means too low. Of course it would be sof
_ the crop was always an average one, using the
word inits popular sense of “ fair,” and not in its mathematical sense of
the nsean of a number of figures. But it is not safe to caleulate on a
fair crop fog more than ong year out of three, and when there'isa
failure, it is complete. There cannot he a greater contrast than a good
and bad season in this tract. [p a good season the whole country is
covered with verdure, any one passing through it would say that it was
one of the gardens of the Punjab, and would laugh at the present jama
as ridiculously small.  On the other hand, in a bad season it appears a
rfect desert, and the only wonder is how any money-lender can be
found to advance the money required for the payment of the revenue.
Durin® the past cold season 1 walked for miles between Shahpur
afd Dhér over an apparently uncultivated waste ; it was only
you * yere informed that the land was cultivated that xou cou
after, minute inspection, discover here and there a blade of wheat
endeavouring to maintain an unequal struggle for existence. Taking
&erything into consideration, 1 30 not believe that 4} maunds per acre
is at all too low en estimate for the Kandi circle. : 00

43. At first sight the assumed price of wheat, viz, 1 maund 20
sers per rupee, scems a great deal too low, but
this 1s not a matter of opinion, but simply one
of arithmetic. Tt has been worked out by taking thwﬂcu-m, Py
the Baniahs' books, and not those shown in the tahsil registers, N
doubt the latter are fairly correct as regards the price paid
~_publie, but this price is paid to the grain-dealer, not to
e point is to discover not what an outsider has to pay

~ of wheat, but what the agriculturist gets for raising i

4. Gn the whole I consider the

Towest nvmwield. '\

;

Price current.

b
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63,829, that is, onlyvRs, 136 more than the assess-
nes. Now Mr. Barnes certainly thought he was-
e than }. In para. 340 of his report he Says that
demand ¢ on one-half the produce.” The
‘Settlement was based on an assumed Wm:; of 10 per cent.
351), and Mr. Barnes came to the conclusion
mary Setflement mightetand for the irrigated
2 per cent. on the unirrigated land (para. 362).
the villages now under report, very little reduction was
‘and on“the whole the Summary Settlement was raised 4 per cent.
yw the Summary Settlement was Rs. 60,758, An addition of 10 per
~ cent,, or Rs. 6,075, gives Rs. 66,833, representing on the Sikh collec-
ons, that is, a,;moiety of the gross produce, which must therefore have
blen worth Rs. 1,23,666 only, that is, about one-half what the present
estimate wounld show it to have been. ! v

- 45. But if the produce estimate is really correvt, how cgn we

R justify a jama more than 10 per cent. in
© Bt mo reduction neces- oy o5 of it ¢ Siniply on the groufid that the
el . . produce estimate is merely one of the many
- tests of the suitability of a proposed“settlement, and not an absolute
~ indication of the extent of the Government demand. As the Settlement
- Officer is often compelled to keep considerably below his produce
~ estimate, 50 may he occasionally exceed it without anxicty. He can
do 8o where the actual cultivator, whether called a tenant or proprietor,
has tlwaﬂs been the man who actually paid the revenue, where he
has paid by a share of the produce, and where this share has always
been greatly in excess of Jth. On these cases the “ proprietor’s” dues will

ally be found to be one or two sers in the maund in addition t§
‘ maﬂovemment demand. Were the latter abandoned altogether, it is
_improbable that the proprietor could demand any increase in his duesy -
it is scarcely necessary for the State to relinquish revenue, in orde,
that two parties who have never enjoyed it, and who do not really
it, may ruin themselves in ting for it. I do not fora
ment su that we should endeavour to collect what the Sikhs
collected ; I merely wish to point out that it is the actual state of
“the country, and not a paper theory on which a settlement should
 based. What are the existing tenures in the Shahpur Kandi circle
will be explained in the next chapter. It is sufficient to say here that
the relative position of proprietors and tenants is such as to jus
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7 smomton 1t mcums or covemgrm,
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7. 146 lnnd hos bnin inberiled by Governméut, from s&o
‘ ; *® in proprietary right. Atthe Regular Set ,
m":’g‘ﬂ&mm‘ "0 A 1852, and also at the Revenue ey
. othe whole of the lande was included in th

boundary of some particular village. In the settlement wecord®
onla assertion of the Government right was the entry which decla
Chil trees to be the property of Government. This probably inclu
such trees even when they grew in cultivated land,

.

} 48. But beyond its right to Chil trees the Government W ;
; o Ccongiderable interest in the pr?;lnee of the waste
“l:i'g‘ht i lands generally, and in ing. Its interest in
. the latter will be explained hereafter. Its
intereXt in the produce of the waste lands is derived from the “ ruledor
the management of hill forests,” drawn up by the Punjab Government
o TGA in 1855, and sanctioned by the Governor
¢ General @n Council, as intimated by the
Supreme Government letter No. 1789 dated 21st May 1855, to the
. Punjab Government. These rules were rather vague and general ; it
Wwas left to Commissioners to draw up, for the sanction of the Local
Government, detailed rules adapted to the special circumstances of
their sgveral divisions. Suchha ::st (})f rules for tgle J }llluz((liur Division,
Siamnad com- Of which this tract then form , was
e ks & doawa up by the Commissioner, and mm
1§59-60 o #y the Local Government by its letter No, 226
date® 25th January 1859. In this letter the orders of Government
® were conveyed on one or two doubtful points, and the Commissioner
. was instructed to have the rules thus sanctioned forma.ll{ drawn up
afd promulgated. He accordingly did so, and forwarded them to the
Deputy Commissioner of Kingra with his No. 417—85 dated 22ud
l‘agruary 1860. e

49. The basisof theserules was the principle that the land belonged
FORLSY mph e ':‘roeethe za..mindi.t_'sa;lth:t tbeyr;tgeﬁenﬁ 1t

L : : grazing without any ction, ex

y S, the right ;ﬁ' Govmmentrt&dme drd of
wasteforoonnrv.mypnmotu_ as long as it thought tec F
e ) entitled to all the produce of the forest they requ

® boud fide own use, to the inferior produce gratis, to the supe

~ at the ®ominal price of four the '

o A




- the transfer of the tra® to Gurdispur; they
‘ﬂelﬁmﬂtwﬂyfyfei'redtoin official correspond-

‘the hm?flllim& ‘But just as :“as,it.he in thg
ict, their effget was u ost sizht of, an
 to be considered that the District O%ﬁr‘mimged gt';me‘yffom
in his general executive capacily than by virtue of any precise

ing a distinet legal authority. The consequence was that

y disputes ahd difficulties arcse, the nature of which is detailed
in the letbers of the Deputy Commissioner Gurdispur and the Com-
missioner of Amritsar, written between 1867—69, copies of which were
mceived in this office under cover of the Settlement Commissioner’s
~ No. 58 dated 10th April 1869. g *

51, It was at first anticipated that all these woquMbe ailtl'l{)!m
o el tively settled by Government. Mr. Lyaf
m""‘“ b o, cmgaged 1n, a Sewsion of the
secords of the Kdngra district, and he had proposed certain changes in the
~old Forest rules ; and in his No. 1775edated 25th March 1569, the Secre-
tary to the Financial Commissiouer intimated that when these had been
- sanctioned by Government, they would be considered applicable to the
- Shahpur Kandi tract. These orders have not been passed, and in tha
meantime the Punjab Laws Act has made a considerable dilference in
_ aspects of the case. The Financial Comuissioner (iu his Seere-
tary’s No. 6068 dated 21st August 1572, to the Commissioner Amritsar)

the Division, leaving as the sole basis of constrvancy the Circplar ef
i&ﬁi‘ndm VIIof 1865. Whether, under these circuinstances, the docal

hich it is unnecessary to enter.
B e e
Bavislon of pecords revising the S ; ' it
menced, | % was much ho;:fd that he wonld be able to effect
ry settlement of all forest questions. On his appointment
were issued by the Settlement Commissioner, enjoining the
tely separating the rights of the Government an

\ging to Government were to.

t can draw up a fresh set of rules is a legal question on

d
e

ence as defining the respective rights of o

has held that this act repeals the rules drawn up by the Commissionerf

-

i
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~ him that parties of coolies, under a chapréisi of the Canal Depsrtment

53. Tifis was done.. In,the Hoshifirpur district, the cg
ion impracti- o rules of which were identical with
cable. . Shahpur Kandi, a very sa ceorih
had been almost completed im the beginnix;g of 187® by
® Forest Qfficer) and mYself on the principle of securing to Gow,
absolute property in celtain tracts, and, in return for this, ting
Fdcessions to the zamindérs im other tracts. It washopedthat a
simijlar principle might be carried out in Shahpur Kandi. - But when,
at the end of November 1871, Mr. Sparling, the Forest , and
I went over the country we found such a demarcatjon as had been
effected in Hoshifirpur to be impossible. The extent of the cultivation
as compared with the waste land, was so %rea.t that in the great majority
of cases little or none of the latter could have been taken by Govern-
ment. And even in those villages where the waste was tolerably extel®
sive, we found %t so cut up with small scattered patches of cultivation
that it would haye been almost hopeless to endeavour to induce the
zamin¥4rs to voluntarily surrender any considerable tract on any terms, "
and, even if gheir objections hpd been overcome, such large sums wohld
have had to be paid for compensation that the arrangement could
scarcely have been a favorable ongfor Government. We%ere therefore
compelled to abandon all idea of a separate demarcation of Government :
and village lands, and all that we could propose was that the old rules 4
shouilltli be maintained with some slight modifications in favor of the

58 These proposals were submitted to the Financial Commis- "
e Wresent arrangements  sioner and the Conservator of Forests.  But it A
maintained, : as considered that the prospect of maintaining
ahy efffcient conservancy in this tract was so small that it was tseless i
. to lay down any fresh rules on the subject. On the other hand, a
demarcation, similar to that effected in Hoshidrpur, is now in progress in
tlje adjoining parganah of Niirpur, and, until this is completed, it would
be very inexpedient to make concessions in Shahpur Kandi, which could
not be granted elsewhere, The Forest question in this tract therefore
remains as before, but it is hoped that on the conclusion of the Nfrpur
:g:.iom it may be satisfactorily settled by the District and Forest

55. 1n his No. 23 dated 23rd April 1870, my mpredw Mr.
Rights of zamindérs to Young, reperted to the Settlement Commis-
brush-wood. sioner that the zamindfrs had complained

m .wminthehabitofcuﬁt&:gmh-wwd'g.
lands in the vi . To prevent such injury in future
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“sioner, in his No. 2797 dated 11th May 1870, agreed to the proposed
clausesgenerally, busereserved his decision stutChﬂtaeasnaﬁhehﬁd
wived further information on the subj This was supplied in the

e uestion generally ; and in hisgNo. 6068 dated«21st
im mmissioner of Amritsar, the Financial €ommis-
decided, for the reasons givey in para. 50 of this report, the

& new

mnmnt right to Chil trees could not be sifrrendered.

lause widl therefore stand thus : —

- “All trees, except Chil trees, and all brush-wood, of whatever kind
growing in revenue-paying lands, entered as such in the settlement
records at the time of revision of settlement, are the property of the

- Qvners of soil, unless otherwise specially recorded.”

As the new records were completed andemade overo the Deputy
Commissioner of Gurddspur before the receipt of the Financial Com-

> m_igsioner’a orders, the above clause was not inserted in them. «When
- the English correspondence is sent to the, Deputy Commigsioner, as it
~ will be when this mgzrt. has been despatched, he will be requested to

cause this clause to be added to the gecords of each village.

. 56. The Covernment interest in grazing consists of its right to
. = levy a fee of two rupees per hundred on
e flocks brought by the Gadis ( a full account of

~ these men,.and of their customs, is given by Mr. Barnes in para. 281

~ of his Kéngra Settlement Report ) to graze in the low hills «during

e S el ﬁ;-zg;
3 o

 Rs. 468. ,
':‘:ﬂiﬂmy it was made for the term of settlement, but before it was
Yy g

the winter months, This fee was not levied by Government direst,
but farmed to a man of local influence Tho was known as the
“Ban Wazir” The contract was always held by Phind ( the*formér
kotwdl, now zaildfr, referred to in para. 32 of this report ), and
at the last settlement it was granted to him for a yearly payment of
The period of the grant seems to have been rather indefinitg ;

en over to him this period was changed to one of five years.
t was renewed on two subsequent occasions for a similar period, but
“in 1867 it was determined to i i i

¢
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and the Financial Commissioner, and has now received |
of Government, which was conveyed in the Secrgfary to Go
No. 416 dited 9th November 1872, to the Financial Commission

. this ganction is subjget to the proviso that “the t of e :
shall ndl';:}r: any l:ny.’ ifem wif]l;,ﬂ:f introdu : gany arrdnge-
ments which may he r be consi necessary for the gcy’ i
of the f8rests in the timct in questiofl.” . ‘

. iy
SECTION II—RIGHTS OF PROPRIETORS “INTER SE.” . S
57. Statement No. VI shows the castes of the proprietors, and , =
under what tenures they held their lands, Map No. VI shows w!
these castes afe chiefly found, and No. VII where these tenures
prevail. . |
58. 42 out of the 140 villages are held by “miscellaneous ™ castes,
P that i, by such a mixture of different castes that
Ea— the whole village cannot be said %o be held by
any one caste in particular. Of th® remaining 98 three are shared, i. e,
heﬂl by different castes on fixed shares ; in one the shares are § Rijptitu,
1 Ardien ; in another § Rdjpits and § Baniahs; in the third § Rijpiits
and } Giijars.  Of the 95 villages held by a single caste, the twice-born
castes, i. e, the Brahmans and Réjpits, including in the latter their
offshoo#s, the Thikars and Kathris, hold no less than 69, or nearly 73
« pencent. Of the 26 held by inferier castes, one-half (13) are held by the
hangs and Jits ; of the gther 13 six are held by Giijars, and the remain-
irfg sey®n by various petty tribes. The origin, manners, and customs of
, these castes, at any rate of the important ones, are so fully described L
by Mr. Barnes in Ipa.ra 253 et seq. of his Report that I can add nothing
his account; I do not think it necessary to copy it in full, and it
would spoil it to attempt to abridge it. e
59. The great number of the Réjphts causes them to predominate
in all the taligas. In the hills, it is true, the
Lradthy o sowsies, greater number of villages belong to “ miscel-
laneous” castes, but these are the villages which have been held in
possession from the beginning, as explained in the next para. The
' position of the remaining castes is clearly shown in the Map (No. VII).
Out of the 140 vi 45 have been held in possession
by the lightness of their

|
o




s le hm.th h.m  followed thei formier masters.
a short time, weré then taken, possession
former tenants or by colonists from the surrround.

Rbgnlit Settlement, but their claim was almost invariably
_ ed as barred by the law of ljmitation. In some instancps, how-

weg, the feeling of the people was so strongly in their favor that® they
. ‘were volfntarily readmitted, not indeed to the whole, but to a portion
~ of their old rights. This gathering together of a fresh community has
been treated as®the foundation of the village, and hence the number
said to have been held on possession from the commencement. Another
cause of so many villages being held in this way arises from the fact
» that many of them are, properly speaking, not vi at all, but
~ merely & number of scattered ets, originglly foundeg by independ-
ent squatters who broke up waste land, which have been grouped
Jinto villages for the purposes of revenue administration. 4

- 61, On the whole ﬂt"e ;tatement;;)f {:l:x:;res ishbut a, confirmation
T of the géner ief on the history of village
: *Other temurea.» coxz;mungi:ieq. The ordinary rac:lyce is for a
to be founded by a single family, for it to be held for some
time by the descendants jointly, for it then to be divided on ancestral
hares, for the ancestral to pass into customary shares, for shares 4o
be gradually lost sigl}‘xt of, and finally for possession to become the sole
~ measure of right. Thus out of 140 villages 45 have always been held
on possession, leaving 95 in which shares either have nor are
: ’ regarded as the measure of right. In 28€of ©
i iomary dhares. these “ customary shares” have the ryle
from the begnnmg, in 10 of these ( 847 ) the proprietors are of differ-
~ent castes, but in the remaining 18 they are all of one caste, and, in,
- the great majority of cases, descended from a common ancestor. Suth
vi clearly give us only another form of foundation by a commen
ancestor. The vs.ngv is founded by near relatives, but some are richer
or stronger than the others, so & share s awarded to them in excess of
their ancestral right. In nine villages shares have partially falien
disuse, and in eight they have entirely dma&peamd. 1 may remark

"
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* for the reasons given,

e Mia. 56) 48, 0® more | @
a;mdrﬁlt ofm MI‘.’:"]h:? andoubtedly bBe:dn.)fouan

. aeats mmng mgw its and
I:as y ving 83 which have either ~ dev """ from the

morm sligh variations tﬁwwwemay
fau-ly say a pidportion of (48+33) 81 %out of 95 Mve
sh&xproofofthoaneestmlongmofpropnotuynghh.

63. The woompmyt:?g map d( No. VIII ) shows ﬂ::elo mdﬁh
Locali and present uaeeamen&

O . t.heuqt:murepm entirely * ion from
beginning,” the reason being that, as I have y explained,
are rather revgnue meh an actual icultural communities. ]
the foot of the hills round Pathénkot, in the old Paldhi and Pa&hinkot
t.a.lﬁqsmthe pralomma.nt form of tenure is that of “customary share

beginning,” but a large number of vill stil! retair. their
ancestral for¥n. Across the Chaki, in the old Mirthal and adiom
taliqas, the ancestral type, in one form or unother is aligost universal ;
there is scarcely a village which Ras always been held on possession
or even on customary ;

® 64. There are no customs affecting the rights of pmpnofon
mu e -among themselves which call for any
notice. Here, as in the other districts where
records have been revised, the tribal customs have been recorded
awdr” in the manner described in section 64 of the rules ‘
pmedoto be issued unfler Chapter II of the Revenue Act. But a
separhite copy has not been attached to the administration Inper of
* qgch village.  Only one record has been prepared for the who
to which reference has been made in each administration paper, mz
ahy exceptions to the general custom have been duly noted.

SECTION m—-mom OF rnormmu AND non-rml‘ronl.
65. As the Punjab Tenancy Act hwd boeomo law

: mmonomqt ol t

mauridsis ” at t} Rugnht
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s of tenants; those who have rights ander
. ‘arbitfary eviction and cement
¥ instance where a tenant wighes to mo or o
nd, the question arises—to which claash (tiboeswll:lel ( ng:
Hy very easy to ascertain this question when the wholevi
bleg for settlenfent pnrposeg.m and if the sfatus is once ed
roperly, «here is little danger of its being disputed afterwards. ¢If,
owever, there is no entry to upon, in every single cas® the
prietor has to e asked if he its the tenant’s statement of his
ights, and unless he does 8o in every particular, the parties have to be
%r.:ﬁd to “ go into court.” -

¥ 6. InStatement 1}% 11 ttﬁeholdings of the tenants are classified.
The total number of "tenants wéth a right of
mm%ngw s ocenpancy is 8,980 ; only 937 of them come-
o under any of the clauses of section V¢ and
‘mone come under the first clause. Tconfess I scarcely ungerstand the
wdmiﬂmbld‘on q:xf thgthm aub—:}ivi;io:; of the first column, for the
“grounds ” ghoted are grounds of enhancement, and not of occupanc,
ichts. 1 have, howeve%foa.ssumed that stib-division I is intendgd fO{'
~clanse T of section V; sub-division II for the remaining clauses of
that section, and sub-division 111 for sections VI and VIII. In other
respects also I think the statement might be made more complete.
At present the number of tenants with rights of occupaney is given,
but it is impossible to say how many of them pay in kind an§ how
many in cash. Similarly, of the tenants lpaying in kind there is fio *
information as to how many possess rights of azcupancy. oy
67. I have from tim}e to time, in submitt;n the usual statement
of tenancy cases, recorded my opinion on the
e ke At general working of the Act. !I) would on
peat, what I have often urged, that the turning of every single
‘phrase in the settlement record into a provision of positive law often
‘canses injustice to both proprietors and tenants. I mneed not give
instances of cases where hardship is caused to the proprietors; it is the
of the tenants that has more frequently attracted my attention.
many villages I have found that the rights of all the resident
ors were originally equal, with the exception that some pai
the “sirmani” allowance. In para. 135
- M‘,'t‘his'a.'llowanoo was the perquisite of the *

» y




ngﬁtto or andther caste. Where su
mt,ﬂ:evﬂhgeuﬂhe'ﬂeguh&tﬂemm |
Bhyi&tri or mearly all, the cultivators obtdning the
Erome * But where the “sirmani ” had been held for a long
;l ﬂyor caste, it was usually tmtedaumark of proprie P
'leeqteenoymg‘twmreoordadasp and all the oth
Directly these magical w rgr ve been used, allothe
sterbotyped deecnphons of their status, their nghts to cut tes, sink
wells"are employed as a matter of course. The most glarin, mata.ncea Nt
of this have occurred in the Hoshidrpdr district, but the evil is found,
r?h to a much less extent, in the Shahpur Kandi circle. The.
ship that arises is manifest. Whilst ordinary entries in a settle.
ment record are by the Revenue Act merely “presumed to be trued
and can be corygeted by a gegular suit, entries relating to the ri ht.s of
-landlords and tenants cannot be so corrected the Tenan
that ghey shall® be “deemed t6 be agreementa ) c{ 1 unngme, :
the courts have no power Yo take evidence to show that they
are not so. *
68. The lambardir, patwér!, and chaukidir can scarcely ber
consndered mere village servants, for the
th th&exm‘; eagovemta’?t - cn:lhs.
, Al ou ve sta at  the
I " mrmagl was ongmallyyt.he remuneration of
. the hemdman, yet the usual cash allowance of 5 per cent. was fixed
« atéhe settlement and has been paid ever since, e “sirmani” has
nowhere been treated as Jambarddri dues ; it was either entered in the
sgttle%knt record as a propnet.a.ry due or omitted altogether, In
. para. 31 1 have explainetl what I propose should be done with the
small plots of land called “ sdsans ” attsched to the Jambardérship.

B
Patwiris.

e

Village officials.
-

69. I have explained the ponhon tlld :
pay of these men in para. 33. :

70. The position, duties, and emoluments of the village watch-

: s men are well described by Mr. Barnes in para

Batwdl o chaukidér. 419 of hig yeport, My own experience

' lead me to cordially endornthofavmbhchuwtuhoﬁv this
qunofm Thenﬂagepohoammmﬁm ap

of the general system w.dnimmmm e
aﬁomomw Imum@
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| % . CHAPTER V-MiscEitaxpovs. = . . °
" 72. The work that has actually been

accomplished during the present settlement
operations is this:—

I. A set of new records have been prepared, whxcb are superior
to the former ones, inasmuch fs—

A —The names of all persons interested in the land have
now been entered. At the Regular Settlement the

A names of many shateholders were Omitted, e.

/e c out of 3 or 4 brothers the name of the eldest o y

ok would be recorded. i

B.—Tribal customs have been fully enquired into and
recorded.

(C.—Many errors have been reetified, either by Judmal
decision or by mutual consent.

D,—Tenants with a right of occupancy have beerf clusl
fied according tﬁg&e Tenmg;n Ast.

II. Complete maps have been made fof the entire circlec Thcy
were much wanted ; until they were supplied it was
absolutely unpoesible to deel with the forest and similar -

| " ,
Actual result of work.

v

: questions,
IIL  Correct statistics of each village have been cobtained ahd
entered in the note-books, both in Englidn and

the vam ough ﬁm:} are not required at

present actual purposes assessment, ye
,]\Mnothﬂﬁobod‘mbothtothebeputyﬁommugg
g al! wMMmontOﬁw

'y re r -
‘ pudfor these, h‘ve been enw tt

o




Change ions mﬂrﬁmﬂﬂwﬁoﬂdﬂy
wmu? o‘zn' ?‘ ought that the Settlement Officer would be
” able to effect more es than he has done.

His powers then Were, or were sup to be, much more extensive
they are now. Not only was he believed to have all the powers of
officer making % settlemént to draw up a proceeding under section
XIV of Regulatiop VII of 1822, declaring the constitution of the village

and th® rights of its inhabitants to be what he believed them to be,

without refexende to what they have been said to be by & former
officer, but he was supposed to be able to order clauses to be inserted
into the administration paper, layipg down rules for futire gui

in accordance with what he deemed expedient, and without their bei
based on any actually existing custom. It is needless to say that
this has been completely changed m Land Revenue Prooodm:e.A.ot,

and that now an officer cannot change or add to the record in the

* slightest particular without the consent of the people or a judicial
‘dﬂﬁdﬂ I am not arguing whether this ¢ pe‘i)sgoodo:?bod
* mePely point out that it has caused a m&;ng teration
,msnt o&m position ; fer instance, in num o
%'ven,o or reports made by subordinates, that a vi

has been wrongly recorded as held on ;
of the shareholders it this, but one or two, who have
their proper share, deny it. Formerly the Settlement
enquire which statement was correct, and direct the record to
wmmwuﬁmwmg. Now he can only give 3

TR g




, Mloxg.omewayorother The following is a statement of the
: iture and income from the commencement of the operations in .
& Jmiﬂ”hﬂawduamﬂqphmberl&?!-—

&-l’m BY GOVERNMENT. ’
A- P

Pay ofSnpotinundont and allowances 7.375 0

”0 Of e ew e 3307 l 0 O

OEoo-unt* “ e e 150 0 0’

Share, say '§, contingent e'x-

o e penditare 4 % 8853-5-7 = 2951 110

- Share, say }, of the pay of Setflement
Oficer and 'his eshbh&:mont,md
their travelling dllowances =§ X o
; 'mll"‘o e EERY == 17,51’ 811

P Y ) TM wdw Govmnt e AL ”ml‘ ’ ’
!.--Pm BY THE PEOPLE. ety ol
‘of measurements. Bl. ¢ RER LIINER ’ Tt
 Assistants to patwéris ... 4981 10 1 .
. Miscellaneous ... .. 878 8 8
: : o ; ‘5}00 29 A
qmm fairing. v
&u!nlohtﬂn - 7,328 10 ’1 :
T g




B M e D g R T S T W e T e o i " o n\.—;m
. G, e TEE R Gese i AT S
e , ‘ ‘ . >
3 » 7 Py
\ .

& o . - -n..#r. 3 s
’“"“"3{‘;’,‘“ ""P:fn!ia Khatoni,” : . “
s °giyen ‘4ime of meadyrement,. - o :
at’6 pies each '*»* .. .. 41310 3
Pgrohas fees; for the extract frm. the

, records, given after fairing,at 8 anas C T
each SR e ¢
Surplus of patwiri fees, at 1-2 per - «

cent. collected during settlement ... 5169 1410
Patwhris' stationery allowance ... 67813 7

S&vingu.&o?patwtris'.psy ws 85215 1 ’

. Total income e o 1052895 3 g
De.ﬁcit—borrowedf.mm Unah vir - G8T S T
Total’ e .. 16,808 410

~+76. Although the amount: raised from the people is large, I am
No llegal collections, glad to-say that none of it was raised by objee~
. tionable: or even illegal means. The
eextra chirges made were the charges for the cost of the two kinds of:
¢itle deeds; and for the money thus paid the people received:a substan-
tial equivalent. All the other fees, which are comprised umder one-
eral Head of “ payment to patwéris,” would have to be- paid by
. them had the settlement not been in progress. The origin of the
surplus at 1-2 per cent. has been explained in para. 34 of report ;
the patwdris’ stationery fees need no explanation. Ssvin‘gnﬁm
pay were merely the deductions made from .the pay of those patwiéris
who were unable themselves to complete the new records, and for: i
whom an assistant had to he provided by Government. ~

77. The cost of these operations




Shahpur
18; md Unlh, m huv‘i'

 dylay the super oﬁeeu )

than useless. Even where every word > Aeliberate
utterance of the deponent, all we have secured: is this : that if here-
Mthemmctnmhftheenﬁyumlhdm uatﬁoniftavil
coutt, thee Judge can see why it was made, and the parties inter-
ested in it not be able to make statements inconsistent with
those they made before the settlement court, or rather, if they do
make su . hrgemtement, they will et:ﬂﬁsbel:ievod. In other words
We spen sums in recording d evidence as to every

{$enure in the district, in the hope that it ma.ybeuse."nlhmﬁer ‘.:gl:
comparatively speaking, infinitesimally small number of cases that
.will be brought into court. I should not ieoommend'our attempting

‘to do so again. *
78. The amount received4n court fees is
- Judicial foes, Rs. 2,700, so that the actual cost of the settle-
ment to Government is Rs. 34,206,

79. A new form of return was introduced from 1st A:nl 1§71
Fihastai aae. Up to that time 57 Judicial and 378 Re
cases had been instituted. Since then tben
have been 382 cases classified under Appendix A of ‘the retutns, 138,
under Appendix B, and 1,467 Revenue cases, Appendix C. In
Judicial and 1,845 Revenue. All these were dupoud of by the
Superintendent. e

80. WJudimdappedsmmshtneod 8 of these were
Appeals. the a t, under
it M“sfo.m':o BB i iy

- for the is, b4, or cen! i
' ”Q:dt’ dmﬁg: 4 Rev iﬂw
g Iofl 9 14 were eme | were .
mhpetedddnhthumg,l appellant, and
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