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m bo takon into the Civ il Conrt few tbmkdf_ obeyir
- orders of a panchdyat, and no doubt our law-muru have much w
‘ened the power and importance of the institution. In
 panchdyat is called parak, and the word is applied not only -t

0 Mbly of leading men of the same tribe, but also toa gatlm
 men of different tribes to disecuss some question of common local
interest. Among the holy tnbes of the Satlaj, the Bodlas, C'imh |
and Lakheke Bhattis, there is another kind of gathering called md
a sort of * Cursing Committee,” employved when any outsider has
injured a member of the tribe. Two or three of the holy clan go fo
the offender and, if he refuses redress, they invoke feurses on him.
"As they still have a reputation for sanctity this weapon often stands
_them in good stead. Few of the tribes have any ruling family to
which they pay especial regard. The Wattus and Joiyas tell of old
Nawibs belongmg to their clans, and the Bhattis have a more recent
recollection of the Nawib of Ranid and showed it by voting for his

rﬂent“ve as their zailddr. The Siddhu Bardrs, especially the
lhllio‘ﬁ ke branch, are proud of their connetion with the Mahirija of
Pawi.la and other ruling chiefs, but here, lffn other new countries,
~ each colonist came depending chiefly on wn exertions to make his
way and earn his livelihood ; and there is consequently more independ-
ence and less inequality of ‘rank and position than in most older-settled
countries. In short, thongh the family system of aguatic relatwluhlp
n“very strong, the tribal organisation is weak.

- 121, Inthe Dry Tract a village was always founded at the edge of a

1\0 natural hollow where the drainage water from the
i o s neighbouring high land collected in tRe rainy
m The hollow was deepened that it might hold more water and
~ the clay dug out of it wuvnsed to build hats for the colonists. Some-
m the villagers are content to nse unshapen clods (dhim) of
~earth dug out of the pond when the water dries up, but more often the -
t clay is dug out and shaped into rough little bricks, which are
in the sun. The huts are built round a conrtvard or space
- whole m:irom:‘ded 'by 2 t}:tc: or hedge of thorns. As ' eultiva-
d prospe ty evelope the huts are gradnnlly enlarged and made
with fla J:. clay to build and repair theﬂum still
ly fm the bottom of the pond ; new colonists settle
Mbylahufmmthoolder T
mws until itoomu to consist of &
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the richer peasants of a more pretentions character, high buildings with a
flat roof sometimes of two stories and having a lofty gateway of red
brick. Outside the village may generally be seen the hovels of a few =

4  families of the unclean castes, such as Chamars or Chihras, or possibly =

' a few recent Kumhar or Thori settlers living under temporary sheliers
of straw, or an encampment of wandering Ods or Sinsis with their
grass screens pitched on the village common. The Musalmén villages
in the Dry Tract are similar to those of the Bagris, except that they
are generally more. straggly and dirtier, and that the hedge and diteh
round the village are not kept in such good repair; nor do thezrﬂ'ebt
the ronnd bovngO popular among the poorer Bigris. The Sikh villages .
agnin are ordinarily neater and cleaner, more regular and more eomfort-
able than the Bagri villages, though some of the " Bagri
villages are very like those of the Sikhs. In an ordinary
Sikh village most of the houses are of the best type of Bigri house,
obiong buildings of sun-dried clay with lofty flat roofs, and ﬂh
wavs. Their lanes are often narrow, but generaily kept clean. Some .
of the Musalmén villages on the "Satlaj consist only of huts made of
sereens of interwoven twigs, but the better villages have a number
of flat-roofed kachcha houses like those of the Sikhs, only not so high.
The best type of village in the district is to be found on the Ghaggar,
where several of the Réins’ villages consist chiefly of neat mbstauﬁli
houses of red burnt bricks, sometimes got out of the old monuds in
the neighbourhood. Except among the Sikh Jats, few villages have
developed so far as to have a guest-louse (Zathdi or chaupdl), snd
there is hardly in the whole district a good pakka guest-house, such
as is often the pride of older villages ffxrther east. DBut often in a
Musalmén village may be seen the mosque (masit) generally hardly
to be distinguished from other buildings except hy the three mud

w  pionacles on its roof, but sometimes a pretentious building of brick

covered over with plaster whose high minarets and white domes qlﬁ ‘
conspienons from afar. And a Hindu village has often @W

. Thakurdwira or temple, but this is rarely more than an qﬂitm:y |

 kachcha building with a flag waving over it. Outside the village or in

~__an open space within it may sometimes be seen some of the gigantic
 beehiveshaped receptacles for grain  (buwrj) already deseribe

« +Many villages stand out bare and treeless above the pr

~ but most of them have a few trees about them, making a g

green patch on the morotonons brown. There are almost
- some jand trees about the pond or a small jungle of kikar,
) mﬂfanl metimes ‘a few pipal trees in the courtyards of the
wrge pipal or bar tree above the @il




W e |

-

"";"'v" :' & ¢ S g
Y A 1 AL g iy
¥ - 7 . i

bottom of the village pond. Thus the village-site gradually rises above

the plain until in a comparatively short number of years it is consider-
st | Mm‘the general level ; and no doubt this is the chief cause of the ori-

gﬁl igh mounds which mark the sites of old villages in the Sotar
valley. As the comfort of the village depends upon its pond and the

amount of water it will hold, various expedients are resorted to in order |

to get it deepened. Sometimes each household supplies a man
in turn gvery morning, whose duty it is to dig clay frogp the bottom
of the pond and put it into baskets, and each house-wife, before she
takes away her supply of water for the day, must first carry out fivo
basket-loads of earth and throw them on the bank some distance off.
Or sometimes the village combines and works for a time at deepening
- the pond, or«subscribes to pay Ods or other labourers to enlarge it.
- Care must be taken however not to get below the richer upper stratum
into a layer of sand which will let the water escape. While the water
of the pond lasts it is used for all purposes by the people. They

alny 4o repair them and plaster their walls' s ‘got ‘out 1of: the .

bathe and wash in it, their cattle wallow in it and often void exere-

ment In it when drinking ; and still, as a rule, especially in the Bagri
villages, the villagers are coutent to use its water for drinking and cook-

ing ‘purposes. In a few villages, chiefly of Sikhs and Bishnois, thére are
two ponds, one of them kept for the cattle and for washing, while the
water of the other is used for drinking and cooking only. When the

- water of the pond drigsuip, as it does in almost every pond before the hot
*  weather is far udvm, the villagers have to take to wells. For
instance in the 157 villages of tahsil Dabwali there are 388 poflds of
some size, besides small ponds scattered about the fields for the use

of the peasants and their cattte when out at work. Of these only seven

1ds ordinarily retain water all the year round, 75 have usunally some
ter for nine months in the year, and 137 for about six months only.
As a rule the water of wells all over the Dry Tract is origin-
\ _brackish as to be undrinkable, but it varies in different
in some being quite salt (shor), and in others only brackish
and it is found that after water has stood in the village-pond
uber of years, there is a stratum of drinkable water in wells
~margin of the pond. At first the villagers dig only kackcha
by simply excavating a hole at the edge of the

"bukot. and where the sand threatens to fall

a hundred feet below the surface, this is

‘and even of danger, and it is not uncom

probably for want of fresh air, or to be
in on him |

mghfor a man to sit in. As the digging goes on the |
up wigh twigs and branches. As the water-
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 careful not to excavate tho well too deep and so t et

i3 a elass of men called sniffers (séngd ) generally
‘ mbﬂmed to be able to smell (séingnd) swest water b
‘tnd weils humbeeﬁ shown me where it is said ®

wells on one pond. Generally speaking it is y to be
h%ow the ‘

m into a brackish stratum of wnterl - m llage b

sufficiently to bear the expense, the villagers cand
sink a pakka well with a cylinder of brick on the “of the pond,
generally leaving a hole (mori or bamba) in the side: of the eylinder,
so that the rainwater collected in the pond may be let into the well
every year to keep the well-water sweet. This is oalled bhr“ pdni.
Usually at first the water remains sweet only during ti
months (siydl siydl mitthd rahndd), and as the stratum of rainwater
which lxad ponred into the well during the previous rainy ,
becomes exhausted, the water of the well gets more and more brackish
(kaurd or khira) until it is hardly drinkable, or, as the peasants say,
it becomes poison (bish) so that lf a bird drinks its wings drop off and
it falls down dead! But when the process has Leen kept up for a
number of years, the stratum of water below gets extensive
to keep the water sweet (mitthd ) all the year round until the next
rainy season; such wells are however always liable to get kish
in seasons of drought, or when the supply of rain water is not kept
up. Some wells again seem to be always sweet—so sweet that their
water is compared to milk (duddi). The people tell that long ago,
in time of drought, a headman went to a_fagir to beg him to pray for
rain and agreed to give him his daughter in_marriage if the ;
was successful. The rain came, but the headman would not fulfil
his promise, and the fag/r cursed the country and turned the whole
well-water brackish ; bnt on the entreaties of the people he so far relent-
ed s to declare that so long as water was given-to all eommfne.it
wounld remain sweet; and it is said that in ove village
tnrmed brackish when the villagers imposed a rate onouuidmndl ‘
the well, and sweet again when the rate was abolished. In Sito thy i

 say that the water, formerly sweet, has been hrlokuhmm
- a man died in the well.. In several villages the water is
- said to “have become sweet at the prayer of a faq{r, for instance
, in Phaggu the water became sweet at the prayer of a mm"‘*j

dition of tlno free use of the water being allowed toev T body,

M




”‘ M for the wants of the village or boeause the Hindus have
~and the Hmulmiqs another, or in some instances beoamo

' @hhras tively. It requires considerable labonr to draw water
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there are two pakka wells omm ‘beostib one"

tig have quarrelled. In one village I found the well had four
fom the water to be used by Hindus, Musalméns, Cha.mirs and

from such deep wells, and often the villagers prefer to drink the
filthy water of the pond rather than draw  sweet clean
water from“the well close by; but when the pond dries up, the

wvilhgom take turns in drawing water by meansof their bullocks, or

$

~more rarely camels or buffaloes, day by day for the eattle of the
, and sometimes a long string of women, who have come to get

water for household purposes, may "be seen joining to drag the long
‘which brings up the bucket out of the well. When the pond has
“dried up and the water of the well is undrinkable, the villagers
have sometimes to go long distances to neighbouring villages to get
water for themselves and their cattle, and at times in the hot wenther
numbers of men and women may be seen bringing jars of water on
their heads from neighbouring villages. Sometimes camels are used
to carry jars of water, or they are placed on a rude frame which is
dragged along the ground by bullocks. Even now-a-days some villagers
have to go as much as five miles daily for drinking-water in the hot
- weather, and many have to go two or three miles to the nearest well
of sweet water. Some owners of such wells allow all comers to help
| lves free of charge; others, notwithstanding the curse above

to, charge all strangers a fee on each animal allowed ® drink
“Mmf pond or well, generally something like eight annas a baffalo

~and four annas a cow for the?season ; or sometimes the village is

& lump sum for the rermimon to dig a kachcka well at the edge

 of its neighbour’s pond. In the early days of eolonisation the trouble
~of getting drinkable water must have been very great, and the people

,Mﬂﬁﬂ ‘of the brackish water they have had to drink as one of the

hﬂlalnpo they have endured when founding vil in the
i There is now much less trouble of this sort than there

ave no well at all and 106 in which the well-water is so salt
be quite undrinkable. In 1838 Oaptain Thoresby wrote that there

t. At last !ettlweu (1861-63) there were in the
’nalllanll}ﬁo kachoha wells; there are now 17
mw uehpuh well in this tract costs a

Ml, but still of the 650 villages in the district there are 117 .

(i
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ot ten wells in the whole Rohi tract from which wholssoms
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~ food for the family, washes their clothes, and sweeps her house. But
~ work requiring special skill, such as iron-work, wood-work, or
work, weaving and dyeing; or work which is performed for t

for travellers, putting up tents, and sweeping the streets of

is performed by men of the caste whose special oecupation
usuaily in kind by costomary fees for ﬁnpl:mm
~ and not by the Many cultivators secure the services of

; % \-. . )(‘

Chak below ﬂlvD”:nMwa?:r is near the sur eenudouly 30 .

have no well ; and while at last Settlement there were only 28 pakka
wells there are now 86 ; the increase represents about two years’ revenue.
In the valleys of the Ghaggar and Satlaj water is generally near the
surface and sweet, and there is no trouble about drinking-wat
indeed many wells, especially on the Satlaj, are nsed for irrigation.
In the Nali Chak on the Ghaggar, some of. the pakka wells are old
ones re-opened and repaired; at last Settlement there were only 139
pakka wells, and now there are 203; the increase represents about half
a year’s revenne. In the pargana Watta part of Chak Hitér on the,
Satlaj there were only two pakka wells in 1844 ; at last Settiement in the
whole Chak there were 122 pakka and 156 kachcha wells, and now there
are 217 pakka and 69 kachcha wells; and the increase of pakka wells
represents an expenditure of over a year's vevenne, In the whole
district the number of pakka wells has doubled since last Settiement,
and the expenditure on the 350 pakka wells built in the interval must

‘eonsiderably exceed a year's revenue of the district. There are still

in the whole district 201 villages which have kacheha wells only
besides the 117 which have no well at all, so that little more than hal
the villages have pakka wells. "
123. Notwithstanding the recent date of the founding of mest

The village menials villages in the Sirsd district, and the different
sod village organisation.  guarters from which the individual inhabitants
of each village gathered together, the erganisation of the village
community is, as & rule, very similar to that of older villages
farther éast. It cannot be fully explained until I have discussed the
growth of rights in land, but I may here describe the system of village
Mb‘n which forms such an important part of 4he wmachi of
village life. The peasant himself does most of the work of agrienltur
, attends to his eattle, plonghs his field, sows his grain, watche

reaps it, winnows it and takes it to market; and his wife does th
work of the household, brings water from the well, cooks the

b 2

commaunity, such as running m fetching wood
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himself purchases, but he makes and mends all the iron implements.
‘He receives at harvest one ser per mauuﬂ»bth:‘:%wbprodmm '
times limited to 25 ser per plough. On the Satlaj he. gets 1} maund |
per well, and on land not irrigated from wells 4 lope (meamm)w*

%

* “The Tarkhén or Khati, i.e., the carpenter, makes and mends all
ordinary wooden implements and furniture, but not the cart or Persian
wheel. He does not supply the wood, but works it up only. He is
ordinarily given at harvest one ser per maund, or on the Satlaj, three
maunds per well or 4 tope per plongh.

*  The Kumhdr or potter mukes the earthen jarf and vessels for
household use, and the small earthen pots for the Persian wheel. Ha
also brings in the grain from the field to the village on his donkeys
(dhuldi or bhdra.) His due is a ser per maund, or on the Satlaj, three
maunds per well, or 1§ tope per plough for potter’s work, and 4 tope
per 12 maunds or 7§ sers per mdné for earrying the grain.

The Chamir or worker in leather does the leather-work, makes and
mends the shoes of the household, and all leather straps: he also helps
in the field and does the begdr work of the village, such as fetching
grass, putting up tents, earrying burdens, &e. In return for this the
Chamdrs get the skin and flesh of cloven-footed animals that die in the
village, while those of the camel and horse go to the Chihras. He
also gets half a maund per plough, or sometimes if he does no field-
work and takes payment for new shoes, he gets ouly five or ten sers per
plough. A similar ,allowance is given to the Mochi who takes the

hamdr’s place as leather-worker in the Musalmin villages on the
. . %

: Chibra or sweeper cleans the streets and sometimes the
houses, and does® all the® dirty work of the village. He also ruas
messages and sometimes does the begdr work in place of the Chamirs,
or helps in the field, where his special occupation is winnowing the
rain.  He gets the skins aud flesh of dead camels and horses, and at
takes a ser per maund or sometimes 4 tope per plough for
- general service, and if he winnows the grain he gets a ser per maund
or ten se mn‘n‘ for this work. 4 . b
~ The Dbarwii or Banyn, who weighs the grain and whose services
‘are especially valuable where rent is taken in kind and the grain has *
%""hm’om and distributed between the menials, the tenant,  '
~and the landlord, gets an allowance varying from a quarter of a ser per
or 2§ ser per thmhing—ﬁnor, or one paropi per maund to one
The Mubhassil or ‘l‘hip(,‘tho landlord's watchman, who attends ot

A,

with & wooden stamp on clay so that it may not be
until division, aud who also collects the landlord’s. share
ous topa per ireshing-floor or five sers par plo

¢ SR
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given on all occagions of birth, maniﬁmnd death. Similarly in

Musalman villages the Qazi, Mullih, or wila gets five sers per
plough, in return for which, among other services, he blesses the heap
of grain after it is winnowed and before it is divided. Sometimes this
blessing is givem by the fagir or professional religious mendicaut who
in that case sometimes gets five sers per plough. g
The Machhi or baker who parches the grain and cooks the bread of
the family, besides paying himself by retaining some of the grain or
cakes brought him gets ten sers of grain per plough at harvest. And
the Saqqa or water-carrier who on occasions helps in bringing water

from the well foramily-use, gets five sers per plough. '

The Shikéri or hunter who kills the birds and animals which prey on
the crops, sometimes gets five sers per plough. The Mirdsi or musician
who supplies the music and poetry required on festive occasions is given
15 sers per plough. The Birdhi or drammer who beats the drum in a
Rain village when the rice-embankments are in danger from a flood to
call the people together to protect them, gets five sers per plough at
harvest. And the deredar or fire-earrier whose business it is to see that
the hugqas are always full and alight, sometimes gets five sers per
plough for this service,

These allowances are not all paid in any one village; and
in many parts of the district, especially in villages where rent is
not paid in kind but in cash, such customary allowances are almost
unknown, and the services of the village artisans are paid for
eommonly in cash by the job. There is no donbt that in this
district owing to its recent “colonisation and the abundance of
land, the position of the lower classes is often very independent as
compared with the older-settled and more thickly-populated distriets
farther east; here they often have land of tHeir own* held by them as
tenants with rights of occupancy, and bhaving their own houses,
crops and cattle to look after, and the produce of their own fields to
support them, they are comparatively independeut of the higher classes
and will work for them only by bargain and for a money wage, instead of
doing custpmary work for them as a matter of course in return for
a customary share of the produce at harvest; and I have often had
womplaints addressed to me by the peasants complaining that the
could not get their menials to perform their customary duties, Thz
state of things weakens the village organisation and makes it more
difficult for the village as a body to get work donme. But it must

not be thought that, although the village system is less complete

~ than it is in the older villages, it hag been altogether superseded.
On the contrary, it is astonishing how a village, founded only 40 or
- B0 years ago, and composed often of a haphazard congeries of

~ individuals ﬁ:.tbemi from all quarters and having little previous

connection, grown together into an organic bogof very much
the same 'tyEe'u an archaic villige community (say among
Jits of Rolitak or Karnal) with cultivators, ministers and dependants

G |
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instances: may be seen ofsthe ability of e il o Tto. wnits s
common object, e.g., théRains on the ggar tnite to dig and

clean out their water-courses and turn out together on emergency to
‘protect their rice-embankments from high floods: the villagers in the
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ry Tract unite to deepen their pond, sometimes by making each

household and each housewife help in turn as already explained,
sometimes by levying a regular subscription per house, or peradult
male (pagri), or per male young or old (tagri), or per head of cattle ;
. they combine to dig their kachcha wells, and to work them for the
village-cattle, and often a large number of families combine to make
. & pakka well costing much labour and a largesum of mbney ; the whole
village sometimes wuuites to dig the village-ditch, to repair the village-
hedge, or to put on a new gate on the entrance tothe village; and
lately on the Satlaj, a large number of villages combined, under
officinl direction, to dig a long inundation-canal. It is often difficult
however for a village or a number of villages to work together as a
body. The social censure which is the only penalty for-the laziness
or indifference of individual members standing in the way of the
common good, is often not sufficient to compel them to combine, and
the majority will not act when they see that the lazy minority will
share in the benefit of the common action without sharing in “the
preliminary labour and expense.

124. While much of the work not done by the peasants themselves
is done by village-menials performing duties
| , determined by custom and receiving customary
dues, it is not nncommon to find men employed on contract as simple
labourers or paid in cash for the work they do. For instance, & peasant
takes one or two labourers into partnership (sérfy for the cultivation
of the land held ia his owre hands, supplies the seed and cattle and if
‘mecessary advances food to the labourers, and at harvest gives them
a share of the produce deducting the food advanced. The shares are
generally fixed according to the number of lives (ji), a bullock
‘getting as much asa man. For instance, I found two proprietors
who had five séré labourers working their six ploughs with them,
two oxen to each plough; the gross produce was dfvided into
- 2454 12=19 shares, of which the preprietors with their oxen took
24 12==14 nineteenths and the labourers '; each. Sometimes where thd
;m‘gtietor supplies the food (reti), he takes a share for that. For instance

1 found 4 labourers working 4 ploughs with 8 oxen and getting their
~ food from the proprietor, who did not work himself. The crop was
~ divided into 4 484 1==13 shares, of which each labourer got one share,
- and the proprietor took eight for the oxen and one for the food. Some-
“times a labourer is hired for so much a mouth all the year round eg.,
found one man getting Rs. 7 a month for farm labour, and B&Il
told me they got Rs. 4 or Rs. 6 per household every six months
rying water, At harvest time owing to the great extent
ps and the scantiness of the popvlation, wages generall
h, often to 5 annas a man for aday or 3 annas .

od, which generally consists of a ser of grain per day

Labourers and Wages,
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enth adalt ; and wandering bands of ln mwﬁ’h as Thoris, Mw {
* Mens go about from village to village while'the harvest lasts.. Wages

are apt however to- fluctuate generally with the flu mmor of dle ‘
harvests and of prices. In times of plenty, or after aft epidemic of

fover, labourers are too few for the demand and wages rise hngh. When

the harvests are bad, work is difficult to get and food is dear; and

lnbourers are ready to work for very little. Thusin the drought of

1837-38 able-bodied men were satisfied with 1 anna a day, and in

the scarcity of 1877-78 wages of ordinary labourers fell from 3 annas

to 1 anna a day, and artisans who used to get 5 annas were glad to

take 4} annas. ¢ The condition of labourers of all kinds thus goes up.
and down with the fluctuations of the harvest, but on the whole work is

plenty, wages high and food cheap, and the labourers are gcneully

better off in this district than in most others.

125. The proportion of males over 15 years of age engaged m
. agriculture is larger in Sirsd than in any ot
3 district of the Panjdb ; for Sirsi the p portio:l
is 66 per cent., while for the Province it is only 55. This is of ooum due
to the recent colonisation of the district and the manner in vlnch the
ulation is scattered about in villages instead of belng'
in Jarge towns. Few industries have yet had time to deve
agriculture is the main support of even a larger proportion of tho |
population than the figures show ; for land is so plentiful and other means
of  livelihood afford mpport to so few that many men of castes whose
hereditary occupation isdistinct from agriculture though conneeted
with it, such as Kumhars, Khatis, Lohdrs, Chamdrs, supplement their
easte occapation by engaging in agriculture sometimes as assistant
labourers only, but more often by taking land separately as tenants
on arent in cash or kind, and cultivating it indepentlently with “their

‘own stock like ordinary peasants. Agriculture is the most respectable

occupation ordinarily open to a Sirsd artisan or menial, and whena man
of these menial classes is able to support himself by agricalture alone

‘he gives up his hereditary caste occupation, and endeavours to
~ forget it and to ignore his cnmm'lmn with his caste brethren who still

pursue the caste oceupation. This feeling may be seen the

“anihirs; the Khitls, the Biwarigas and alinost all: others

e

%xibes,  The number of persons who still follow their caste ooelpa% ‘
but npplemont it by agriculture is aleo large, and the n of
the population of tho district who do mot engage in any mdn
ngﬁeom proper is exceedingly small. Moreover, the res
ou "bv the artisans and menigls are the sim
‘ the produce of the village is prepared to suit the s
the agricultural population, and their customers
m a very annll mmb« of its ’ww
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~customed to provide against bad seasons, that the artisans, like®the
peasants, are generally bgtter off in this district than in many other
parts of the Panjab.

While it is the case that many belonging to artisan castes have
more or less abandoned their hereditary occupation and taken to agri-
eulture, and that some tribes, such as the Jat, Rajput and Rain,
are wholly engaged in agriculture and pasturage, it is also true that
special o&npations are confined to special castes alnost as much as
in older parts of the country. Indeed in many cases caste and oceu-
pation are almost synonymous terms. Thus the carpenters and men

. engaged in working in wood are almost all of the Khati caste. The
ironsmiths belong to the Lohar caste. The shoemakers and workers in
leather are in Musalman villages generally Moehis, and in Hindi and
Sikh villages generally Chamars. The tanning is done by men of the
Raigar and Khatik castes. The weaving of coarse cotton cloth is
done by Paolis or Juldhas in the Musalman villages and by Chamdrs
in the Hindu villages. The earthen vessels are made by Kumhars.
Oil-making and eotton-seutching are done by Telis, and the butchers
also generally belong to this caste. The cloth-dyers and stam
belong to the Chhipi caste. There are few cases of a man’s having

- given up the hereditary occupation of his caste for any other ocen-
pation save agriculture, and many of the artisan-castes engaged in
agriculture still keep up some knowledge of their caste-occupation,
aud would turn to it iz preference to any other if deprived of their
land.

The number of persons in service is small and consists chiefly of
the servants of Government in the varions departments. Few recruits
are got in Sirsd for the army. Many of the population, especially the
Sikh Jats, wounld mmke, excellent soldiers; but land is too plentiful
and agriculture too prosperous for the peasantry to feel much inclination

 to take service.

126. A considerable l!::;:)lport.ion of the trade within the i’ou‘tlrict tl:
| carried on by a species of barter, without
T SN earregs. aid of coin. I bave already described the mode
- of paying for the services of the village menials in grain® It is not
uncommon for neighbours to borrow so much grain from each other to
~ be repaid in kind. Many of the wandering tribes take paymeht
~ for their labour or for the articles they make in grain iustead of in
~ money ; and a regular system of sale by barter may be seen when the
~ wvegetable seller ( mx’: from the Ghaggar or Satlaj brings his carrots,
' mﬁ pepper or other vegetables into the villages of the Dry Tract
‘He squats in the village squiare, and the housewives come each with her
ful of grain to exchange for the vegetables which are to give a relish
~ to the evening meal. For instance in one Rohi village I saw two

itshadiging ¢ with tha i lgarsdr Aeuie 1t wolght oL 8
d were exchanging it with the villagers for o its bt of bijra,
vighing ono s WW“MM in Mo’:ln- On Wa sion
~a Kumhir exchanging carrots for an equal weight of barley

it payment in cash, both for services rendered au
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~ for Wrticles sold, is much more the rule in Sirs than in di
 east. Not only does the peasant who takes hig'bullock to_the
~ gells his cow to the cattle-dealer who has come to the village, .
ment in cash, but it is common here for the Sikh Jat to take his b
and gram or the Bagri Jat his bdjra or wool to the market-town himself
and there sell it for cash down, instead of simply making it over to his =
Banya to be credited in his books. A good deal of trade is also done
by small bodies of peasants who come with their camels frofa Bikaner
and Hissér and purchase grain for ready money from the peasants in
the villages. All the larger operations of trade, however, and the sup=-
ly of articles no¢ actually produced in the district, snch as salt, sugar, .
iron, and English cloth, and the distribution of flour, cil, pulse, gAf and
other ordinary articles to persons who do not directly share in their
production, are as usual in the hands of the trading classes,—in the
south and east of the district the Banyas, and in the north
and west the Aroras. Almost all banking transactions are in their
hands, but the Sunirs sometimes engage in this branch of commerce.
Abont 5 per cent. of the males over fifteen vears of age are retuarned as
raged in commercial pursuits, and more than half of these are in the
towns. A considerable number of villages have no shopkeeper, and it
is an era in the development of a village when a Banya or Arora es-
tablishes his shop (hdt or hatti) in it for the sale of flour, gld, spices, -
cloth, &e. The position of the village Banya is much inferiorin Sirsé
to the place he holds in older districts such as Rohtak and Gurgdon,
This is specially the case in the Rohi tract. The peasauts, both owners
and tenants, are many of them so well off that thdy seldom have a
i balanece against them at the Banya's at harvest time, and are thus so
inde it that they store up large quantities of grain and wait for
a favourable market, keeping themselves informed of the ruling
~ prices at Sirsd and Fazilka, and when they see a good chance,
i ‘convey their grain by cart or camel to the wholesale dealer at one or
 other of these places, and obtain from bim there and then the fair
- market value in hard h?dl’ And often, inb the seasons when the field-work
, peasants who have carriage but no grain, besides conveying
grain of Banyas and others at rates of hire which ﬂu,éy ‘
ith the demand, themselves watch the market and purchase
wor near their viilagu to carry for sale to Sirsd or Fizilkd, s
‘trassactions being generally cash transactions. Contrast this
' ﬂp state of things in many older districts, such as Gurgdon,
- owing to the poverty or improvidence of the people, almost
grain in the m‘t{ly is the property of the Banyas before
e field, and :”ond for by them in the accounts




Whhomtheomteof carriage the
tes, » wf: in this district are all unmetalled. The pris
of merchandise carried are food-grain, wool ghi and gur, ¢
t that some difference is made for carrying wool on ace y
* ulk, the rates of carriage are much the same for sﬂkm‘i‘
m.rchamlala.

Bired wee | Ellengbéd 25 4 | Wi
m . ;hllh or Minchinabad 133 g P e
- v | Firozpur ... . . b

. Bivek i) o i Tl 1 1 Rokd partly midelil
Odhén e | Birsd o o 20 2 R
W‘ e F‘lﬂ“ e ar 70 8 W
‘b“tw e F"ilu Ty e 40 s* u 6 ;
Malnut oo { Fazilkd ave oo 33 3
‘M e mt‘““ . e zm B m ,2 il {
M e Fim ur . e m 5 or 6 LA Y u'l
w‘ s Ludh«lh. e LAl l’o &of 9 3 [y ‘ ¥

~ The unmgo rate of carriage on the unmetalled roads of ﬂ\o ‘
s:nakou at one anna per maund per stage of ten or twelve

uﬂu. But e rates vary very greatly with the fluctuationsy of trade,
: M especially depend on the chances of a retarn hire. In Jamw, E
- and May, whew no important field work is doue, carriage is -
 July, when there has been good rain, all the bullocks and s
re busy ploughing and carriage is dear. In 1878, when Governn

8 iu ing camels for the Kabul eampaign, tlmr owners toohv%
kduner, and carriage rates doubled. Tbey-aem to vary from
v per maund for six miles to one anw ior xteen
~Ordinary loads ol';ud these nnmot-llod

| mr&
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Line, has hitherto been kept in good order for the mail.cart which
daily traversedit. Another broad road almost as good mgg‘w the
west of this nearly the whole length of the district from Sirsd by
Abohar to Fazilkd, and is much used by Pawindah t from the
frontier who annually pass through the district in the cold weather
‘with their long strings of camels laden with merchandise from Kabul
and Kandahdr on their way from the Derdjat to Delhi and Hindaostén.
Other broad roads kept more or less in repair run from Sirsd north-
east to Rori, south-east to Darba, south to Jamil and west to Ellendbad ;
from Malaut south-west to Abohar and Usman Khera, and north
to Mukatsar; from Fazilki north-east towards Fivozpur and sonth- .
west towards Bhadwalpur. These roads were made in connsction with
trade centres ontside the district, such as Bahadra, Nohar and Bhatner
in Bikdner, and Bhatinda in Pattidla; butafter leaving British territory
they dwindle into uncared-for village roads. Within the district, except
where here and there they cross a sand-hill, or traverse an unusuall
sandy bit of country, or where sand has been blown on to the rou{
they for eight months in the year present a hard smooth surface along
which cart or camel moves without difficulty. Indeed the same may
be said of every village-road in the distriet, and except where im-
ed by the sand which forms a serious obstruction only in com-
paratively few places, there is no difficulty for either carts or cameis
in getting from any one village to any other. In the four months of
the rainy season traffic is not so easy ; the roads get soft and muddy and
‘easily eat up, and rain stands on the lower parts of them for days; the
Ghaggar and Satlaj spread over the conntry in their neighbourhood and
¢ some villzges in their valleys become almost quite surrounded by water,
Ferry-boats are maintained when necessary at Khaireka Jhorar
where the roads from Sired to Dabwali and Abo pectively cross the
Ghliaggar, and sometimes at Bansidbar between those places. On the
Satlaj ferry-boats are maintained all the year round at Ghurkd,
- Muazzam, Jhangar asd Amruka, ferries all ing into the Mont.
.~ gomery district. On the principal roads there are camping-grounds with
| wells of drinkable water at regular stages, and here and there sarais
~ for travellers. In short the communications are good for such a new
N'Wﬁlymntry, and except during the rainy season there
* @he no serious to traffic, though in the dry hot months great
- diffculty is sometimes experienced from want of water. The Rewdri-
Firozpur Railway now under construction, which will enter the
district from Hissir at Ding and run through Suchén to Sirsé, and
thence straight north across the Ghaggar by Kilanwdlf and Desu
Malkina ioto Pattidla territory, while a branch from near Mukatsar
~will m“:y Rorénwila to Fizilkd, will vastly improve the communica-
. The forries on the G '
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on the Ghaggar have bronght in on the avernge of the five years
ending 1882 only Rs. 857 ; the contract for 1882-83 was Re. 306
and for 188384 Rs. 250. The four ferries on the Satlaj brought in
on the average Rs, 7,385 ; the contract for 18%82.83 was Rs. 5,600 and
for 1883-84 Rs. 5,900. The most important ferries are those at
Muagzam onthe road from Fazilkd to Dipalpur and Okéra and at
Jhangar on the road from Fazilki to Pakpattan. But most of the
export trade through Fizilki goes down the Satlaj by boat. The river
front of the district is small, and there are said to be only twentys

. eight boats belonging to the district. . ;

128. The trade of ut‘l;o d{;triﬁ:‘ cenl{es i;: Sirsé at the uluol 1
in Fizilka at the other. Asa ral ru

PR el onde. the trade of the eastern part o‘;‘m:lw dis~
triot passes through Sirsi and of the western part through
Fizilkd ; but when, as in 1877-78, there is a great demand (mdng,
khich ) towards Delhi, grain goes eastwards through Sirsd from near
Fazilké ; and on the other hand when the demand to the east is dull,
most of the grain of the district goes through Fizilkd to Siud for
export, as in 1878-79, when the Fazilkd grain-trade almost doubled.
According to the returns of the five Municipalities, Sired, Rori, Rauid,
Ellendbad and Fazilkd, the average imports of the last eight years into
those towns of grain, sugar and ghi have been as follows :—

Average Imports of the eight years ending 1882-83 (in maunds).

Town. . Grain. Sugar. . M.
Birsk '-j--:;-- RN ek d 282,000 §7,000 2.300
W e . e 'm.m ”.m » m
Ellenéhéd ., XY 54,000 7,500 800
m_ T owes e en "oom "m ‘“
Rori 12,000 2,500 100
T e 770,000 94,500 5,425

" According to the returns for the five years endin g 1879-80, which
ive the estimated valne of all articles imported, the average vaiee
of the imports during that period was as follows :—

Average value of imports of the five years ending 1879-80, (in rupees).

1 PR Avimals® lghtin 0&:“:'.“
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~* The greater part of the articles imported into these townsis
again ﬁx«rﬁaﬂ, and as almost the whole of the trade o tho distriet
1 through one or other of them, the average total value of these
yorts may be taken as representing the average value of the trade
of the distriet. It is true that some of the trade of parts of Pattidla
and Bikéner territory passes through these towns, but on the other
hand some small proportion of the trade of the district itself goes
direct to places outside the district without going through a muani-
cipality, and the value of the total trade, exports and imports, may
be estimated at ahout twenty-two lakhs of rupees, or about eight times .
~*  the new land revenue assessment of the whole district. The grain,
ghi, sajji and wool are the produce of the district and the surrounding
conntry, and are chiefly exported in exchange for sugar, fruits, drugs,
Kimgpieee-goods, and articles of metal. Grain is chiefly exported
down the Satlaj towards Kardchi, or eastwards towards Bhiwdni and
Delhi. GA goes in the same directions or northwards towards
Ludhidna and Firozpur. Sajif and wool go chiefly through Fizilki
towards Kardchi or Firozpur and Lahare ; sugar comes chiefly throngh
Sirsd from the Jamna or the Ludhidna eountry. Piece-goods, drags
and spices, and articles of metal come throngh Sirsd from Deihi or
through Fizilki from Karichi. The trade of Sirsi and Fizilkd is
now approximately equal, but it is only recently that Fazilki has
attained such importance owing to the opening™ of trade in the
~ direetion of Sind, Kardichi and the sea, partly by the Sind, Panjib and
Delhii and Indus Valley Railways, but still chiefly "by the river, A
. very largp quantity of grain and wool is put on boats at the Dird
~ bandar some five miles from Fazilkd and taken to Kardehi either
~ all the way by the river or partly by the Indng.Valler State Railway,

Anqnt of that railway was lately stationed to take con-

~ signments for Kardchi from Fizilkd, and small steamers now and then
l lied from Firozpur and Fizilka down the river to the railway, but
most of the traffic is still by conntry-boats (beri) holding from 200
. 10 1,000 mamnds and worked by boatmen from down the river who
- often have their families on board. Each boat pays a pier-due of 4 annas
.. to the owners of the village opposite which it loads. These M‘m b
.« akout a month to go down to Bakkar, which is said to be 600 miles off
i er, and the freight (mok) for grain for that distance is som

annas per maund. Several schemes have been talked of, snch as a
ferry across the river and a pakka road to O a branch ra :

m Okdra to the river, or a railway down the left bank o r
_Lundhigoa by Firozpur and Fizilké to Bhiwalpur

Firozpur Railway now under constraction,

, A




8& M a ymr, was lened from 323 persons in 1882-83
801 persons in 1583-84 ; in the former year it br ‘
il in the latter year Rs. 5 500, the detail bmng-m_ b
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One man pavs Re. 200, and one Rs. 150 ; six pay Rs. 100 and of ﬂlﬁ
rest 220 pay only Rs. 10.

. ~ 130. In the Sirsd distriet ahhongh, as in all new countries, cq-ihl
Rates of interest and 18 somewhat scarce, 2 per cent g-er mon
exchange. or 24 per cent. per annum is a hi gh utq
of interest; commoner rates are one paisa per rupee per mou' 8,
or 183 per cent. per annum and 1§ per cent. per monlhori
per cent per annum. A respectable peasant who can give good
‘security can borrow even at 12 per éent. per annum, and it is only the
impecunions Musalmins, from whom it is difficult to exact repumt
of a debt, that have to pay so much as 36 or 37§ per cent per annum.
The ordinary Mugalmins are very careless and take little trouble to
cheek their accounts; the Sikhs and Bagris, on the other hand, eal-
culate out the interest and weigh the grain themselves. Wbon a
guin-duler mnkes an advance in grain to be repaid in kind, the usual
stipulation is that. 1§ times the amount adyanced is to » mp-idat
hanfen, whether «#lst be one month or six months off ; but such
- bargnins are cofipifalindly rare, and few peasants are doqﬂg m m
to eir bunkers, o have had to mortgage their lands. ! .,
 The traders have a regular system of exchange by munﬂ%

pudi) very similar to the European system of bills of ex
bills are generally made payable after a certain odd number of
t(mwf) 5 or 21 for Bhiwani, 11 for Delhi, and 61 for Calcutta.
e rates of premium or discount (hunddwan) vary with the state of
(jokham) of bankruptey (diwdla) of the WM«.
‘unumﬂqp send a eamel-load of silver to ;Ey
v

end of paying by bill of exchange. :
it Mmufugdmuol to employ currency notes iudﬁ

yeardago (in 1837 A. D.) when Captain
ilm & 'Bupumhndm&'.:m to
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by Bikaner suhjects about ten years Dbefore, Sirsé, once a ﬂnﬂﬁlb"a. ¢

ing town on the Sarsuti, had for years been totally deserted. 1 have
already described how in the course of a year a large town sprang up,
where had till then been an uninhabited jungle; and Sirsa has

flourished ever since. lts population about 4853 was 7,242; in
o 1868 it had increased to 11,000, and in 1875 to 12,807 ; in 1881 it
was 12,292, an increase of 12 per cent. on the population of 1868,
More than two-thirds of the total population is Hindu ; and although
there are a few agriculturists who cultivate as tenants iu the surround-
ing villages, the great majority of the population are engaged in trade,
that is, in gathering and distributing the produce of land and
articles manufactured elsewhere, rather than in prodacing or manu-
facturing themselves. Most of the trade is in the hands of Hindu
g Banyas from Rajputdna and the country to the south-east. Some of
them belong to firms of considerable wealth and repuate, which have
established branches here. According to the Municipal returns, the
imports of grain, sugar and ghi during the past eight years have been
as follows (in maunds) :—

) e SR oA s g 2

IsmporTs 1IN MAUNDS, :

Year. -

Grain, Sugar, i »  Gbhi,

(it o

e 1875-76 247,000 56,000 * 1,300

B 1876-17 214,000 38,000 1 1,400

3 1877-78 560,000 29,000, | 1,700

B 1878-79 269,000 73,000 1,400

1879-80 241,000 72,000 2,800
1880-81 166,000 40,000 3,900
1881-82 189,000 68,000 3,000
1882-83 869,000 81,000 3000

1581 }
little grain was produced in the neighbo

to the ¢ an
villages and towards

The sudden increase of imports of grain in 1577-78 was due to lh;

£

- harvests from kharif 1879 to rabi 1881,
of grain during tlre past year isdue to the recent good
it was estimated in Angust 1383 that four lakhs o
in the town. The sugar
d from Ludhidna to the

in

LN

‘mtb.i:pnd

-82 was due to the failure of the harvests in those ar 3
urhood of Sirsd in the four
The increase in the imports

harvests,
-maunds of
comes from the Jamna ¢
is sent on in

t demand in the country farther east, caused by the drought M
ity, which drew a large quantity of grain from the conntry to the
lirough Sirsi towards Delhi. The fulling-off in 1880-81 and
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Ludhigna. Piece-goods are imported from Delhi for distribution in
the neighbourhood, as well as vessels of metal, tobacco, drugs and

spices j; and some sajji ffom Bikiner is exported to the east and north.

The average total value of the imports for the five years ending with

1879-80 wus estimated at over nine lakhs of rupees. The opening of
the Rewdri-Firozpur Railway through Sirsé will no doubt have a
great effect on its trade. o |

~ Birsd is a second class Municipality with four official members and
seven non-officitl members appointed by nomination ; fiye of the seven
non-officials are Hindus. Hitherto a low octroi has been levied on all
imports, and no refunds have been granted on exports, nor has there
heen t:é bonded warehouse. The annual income for the last four years

as been—

Year. Income.
B i

1879-80 14,899
1880-81 12,489
1881-82 11,373
1882-83 16,003

and the balance on 31st March 1883 was Rs. 7,753. By far the
greater part of this income is from octroi, which is collected by direct
agency, and of last year’s income of Rs. 16,003, Rs. 14,843 was from
octroi. There is a considerable income from fees levied for grazing
in the Government Bir or grazing-ground, which is administered by
the committee, and the income from this source and from rents,
&e., amonnted last year to Rs. 844. Sirsd as the head-quarters®of the
district has a good kachahri and treasury, a police office and lines,
a church appropriately namtd ¢ St. John’s in the Wilderness,” a small
station garden, and a few bungalows, some of which are survivals of
the days before the mutiny, when a part of the Haridna local batta-
lion was stationed here. There is also a small fort with a high mud
wall and a deep ditch, prepared after the mutiny as a place of refuge
for the European residents in times of danger. Inside the tpwn wall
there are a Municipal Hall, a District School, a Gurdwéra supported by
the Sikhs, and a large masonry building called the Katra, built by the
Treasurer Fathchand as a market-place, but not much used for that

urpose. The opening of the railway, and the abolition of Sirsd as a
distriot head-quarters, both secemingly events of the mnear future, will
make a great difference to the town.

132, The old Bhatti villagg of Rénié in the valley of the Ghaggar,

% ,,af"'m ¢ and Ellong- which was the seat of the Bhatti Nawsb and

©in 1868 it was 4,583 ; in 1875, 4,917 ; and in 1881, 4,626, or almost

1 1868. It has not much trade, and is si a large village.

1 two-thirds of the population are Musalmins, chiefly Rdin
mm'%.@nﬁ%w ged in the cultivation of the rich rice and

4
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remained inhabited all through the time of
anarchy, had about 1854 a population of 3,209;
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- seven mombern, but the ootroi income lm avpﬂ&ed- 6‘1 ) 253
e % 71;? four years and the balance at the end wof -83 w
; ~ The old Sikh village of Rori near the Ghaggar aho nm&inelvinﬁw
bited when all the country round was deserted. It was held for a time i
bgoNiblm, but was confiscated with its pargana in 1847. lt; pulation-
ut 1855 was 2,157 ; in 1868 it was 2,723 ; in 1875, 2,728; and
in 1881 it had risen to 8,063, an increase of 13 per ee ut, over the
gpnlntmﬂ of 1868. Half the inhabitants are agrtcnlluﬂatu chiefly
kh Jats, who own and cultivate the large area atta to the °
village. The trade is even smaller than that of nid; and,
although it is a municipality of the third class with six membeu, :
the average income for the past four years has been only Rs. 492,
- and the balance at the close of 1882-83 was Rs. 850.

Khariyal was founded about 55 years ago by Bigrf Jits and
Banyas from Bikaner territory, and was reported in 1837 as a large
and inereasing viilage with 700 houses where there was a good deal
- of traffic and barter. In 1863 the village was inundated and made
- wery unhealthy by the floods of the Ghaggar, and Mr. Oliver built
% anew town on the lnoher ground close by and named it after Mrs.
i Oliver Ellenabad. Its populuuon about 1854 was 2,662; in 1868
g it was 3,414 ; in 1875, 8299; and in 1881 it rose to 4, 131 an uwrm&
i of 21 per cent. on the Popnlatlon of 1868. But this includes the populs

of the hamlets scattered about the lands of the village, and the Jopnﬁﬂh
of the town of Ellenibdd proper is not nearly so great. Oliver
laid it out in rectangular wide streets, and some of the shops Wlt |
have never been oceupied, so that the town wears a deserted ap ’
Four-fifths of the populutlon, including that of the bamlets, are m
Hindis, chiefly Jats who cultivate the large area attached to
- village. The place is said to be still feverish and unhealthy. I&.
. aummeipahty of the third class with seven members, but vaig’i
and its income, chiefly derived from octroi avemgcd *
(8. 1448 dor the last four years, with s belanoe of Be. 5,777 'Uh s
~ end of 1882-33. Grain from Bikiner is exported ﬂu'oug'h mhnm
. “Jn exchange for sugar, cloth and metal vessels from the emb. oo ipls

. 133, Abohar appears to have been mentioned by Ton Batut
¥ 1841 A. D., as the first town in Huﬁmﬁ
i "W even then it was in a desert. 'l :
rmﬁuohlar fort which must have been at one time of
~ strength, and the villagers have a tradition that many |
itmhﬂ by aRIon O;Abnmhand. They ‘
 horses were one day carried off in a raid (dhdr) made ﬁn i
Mndallulun,mduhhd no son, his.

ﬂ,umﬁuﬁnﬂu the raiders armed with
and ﬁrupdm-,mdmu various




¢ Mm Buz“thﬁ_ﬂija. held out so long that the M n

| : W‘%?ﬁgn got tired of waiting for the return of their
Jords, and came in a body to look for them. When the Saiyads on :
the ridgg saw their wives approaching they called down curses on '

| ~allaround, and they themselves and their wives and the inhabitan bl

-

the town all died on the spot. The pakka tomb of the women in the
cemetery, and that of the holy men (pir) on the sand-ridge exist
unto this day “to witness if I lie.” In the beginning of this eentury
Abohar was uninhabited, and the whole country round was a desert
prairie. About A.D. 1828 a body of Musalmin herdsnien, headed by
Amra Sukhera from Bigar near Fathibid, cfme and settled here. At
that time the only established villages in the neighbourhood were
Bhatner, Guda, Malaut, Salemshéah and Gaurdyédna to the west now

- in Bhawalpur, and to the south-west for several hnndred miles there

was not a village. Soon after the Sikhs began to extend their anthority

southwards, and the Sukheras have a lease granted them in A.D. 1825

by the Sikh Bhai of Kaithal authorising them to settle in Abohar. At

first the three Sikh chiefs of Arnauli, Jhumba, and Kaithal had each
a third share in this territory, and each had a separate fort and foree
at Abohar, where they were constantly quarrelling abont their respective
rights. Jhumba's share came into the hands of Pattidla, and the
Bukleras have leases granted them in A.D. 1831 by Pattidla, under
whom the large pakka well was made. In 1838 the tract came under
British rule, and Capt. Thoresby granted leases to Amra and other
Musalmén residents of the village of all the unoccupied land in the
neighbourhood, which then amounted to over 300 squaresmiles.
According to tradition, which probably exaggerates, there were then
1,400 houges in Abohar, and a lakh and a quarter of cattle grazed in

~ the prairie lands attached to it, and produced daily 60 maunds of

_ghi, which was then the chief ariicle of trade. But when the prairie
- waste was gradually brought under the plough and new colonies were

_ established in the country round, many of the Abohar traders left it
for smaller villages or migrated to the new town of Fizilk4,
- which was much more advantageously situated for the® rising

grain trade, and soon ecli Abohar, which is still only a large
village. The population Abohar about 1858 was 1,477; in
it was 1,445 ; and in 1831, 1,823, an increase of 26 per cent.
aro three separate collections of houses forming the village, one
being a bdzdr with a fuirly wide street, built from the bricks
old fort under Capt. Bub.iuwn. . it
34, Fizilké bas sprung up almost as suddenly as Sirsé, but its
1% history is still more recent. When in 1844 the |
: ot of country on the Satlaj was ceded by Bhiwa
as no village where Fizilkd now stands; but Mr.
fir tationed there, built himseif a bungilow, fir

"
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has enabled it to engross almost the whole of the
great Jangal tract towards Sind, and made it very soon
mart; and its population and trade have steadily increased.
tbomplhtion was 3,406 ; in 1875 it was 4,346; and in 1881
risen to 6,851, or more than double what it was in 186 Jﬁ  than
two-thirds of the total population are Hindus, and almost all the
inhabitants are engaged in trade and operations connected with it. The
greater part of the trade is in the hands of Aroras from the west and

*  south, some of them branches of important firms of Multdn, Shikdrpur
and other towns towards Sind. According to the Municipal Returns -

the imports of grain, sugar and gk{ during the past eight years have been
as follows (in maunds) :— ' : s
Inrorrs 18 Mavxps.
YEas.
Grain. * Sugar. .
i | 1875-76 1,46,000 17,000 1,100
| 1876-77 1,80,000 34,000 1,400
1877-78 3,45,000 19,000 4,500
1878.79 6,23,000 20,000 2,600
1879-80 4,89,000 82,000, 2,200 ° "
1880-81 6,33,000 29,000 4,400
851-82 2,883,000 39,000 2,800
1882-83 4,21,000 5,000 LOOD N
e
The trade in grain consists chiefly in the export of barley, grain
" and oilseeds from the Dry Tract towards Multén and Kardchi, and varies
~ with the natare of the harvests and the demand in that direction. The
- brisk trade of the three years 1878-81 was chiefly due to the demand

~ created oh the frontier by the Afghin War; and the folling-off in
g 308 ue to the poor harvests of kharif 1880 and rabi
. * “1881. Fizilkd also exports large quantities of wool and sajjf from the
. Dry Tract, and imports r and articles of metal in exchange
~ construction of the Rewéri-Firozpur Railway with a branch to
o wﬂm1 make a great difference in the conrse and amoun
is a third-class municipality with 17 members
 and its income, which is principally derived from
mm:th no system of refunds, has been as follow




| ‘Wboon Taid oij with mﬁmgnlar ‘wide streets, lnd is
g, The municipality owns a small area in the neighbourhood
S grazing-ground for the cattle of the town. An Extra
WAssistant Commissioner*is stationed here in charge of the subdivision, ’
* besides the usual tahsfl and théna buildings, there is a small mud
~ fort made by Mr. Oliver in the mutiny : his bungalow i still sta»lmg
surrounded bﬁa garden, some distance from the town. There are some
bits of pakka road about fhe town, and some avenues and small groves
of trees i 1mprove the appearance of the neighbourhood.

.

4
{

i 135. Notwnhstandmg the marlk;éls mﬁrease in she nzlo; of the
gl villages since the average ulation per
wm'""’““"“ 2o vnllage and town is only 399, an 5\0 ave -
rural population per village only 3563, so that
Sirsa in both respects stands 28th of the 32 districts in the Panjéb the
fonr below it being Gurddspur, Hazira, Montgomery and Simla. In
Sirsi 88 per cent. of the total population live in the villages, so that in
this respect the district stands 19th of the districts of the provinee.
There are in Sirsé 21 villages per 100 square miles, so that the average
dlstnnce from village to village as calculated in the Panjab Census
Report is 24 miles, and the district in density of villages atandc 24th
of the districts of the province. The obaractenwcs of Sirsd are a
y but rapidly increasing population living in villages, each of
whloh is the centre of a large township (mauza), and as there are few
outlying hamlets or dwelhng‘, and the increase of population takes
a8 & rulo within® the existing villages, the dutanoo from village
s great, and the villages arc rapidly increasing in sizg. The
—diﬂculty of getting water, the dread of thieves, and the desire of
society preveut thepeople from readily ostablulnng small hamlets and
+ out-dwellings, and the rough methods of agricultare employed make it
uunecessary for them to live very near their fields,

. 186. The Government offices date their transactions by the
" P Christian year and months, the feasts and fasts of
1 som the Musalméns are regulated by the Multammadan
© Lanar year, and the Patwaris papers have hitherto been dated by the
.~ Fusli year, but the peasants generally, Hindu, Sikh and Hmlmin -
' Qﬂiurﬂy reckon b tlle Bamlnt or Solar year of Vikramdditya. Thus
the p t 1 D. 1883 corresponds to the Muhammadan
yena 1 l,ﬁoﬂw Fasli year 1200-01, and to the Sambat year
40. The Hindus divide the Sambat year into 12 lnon ths,each
pined Ly the moen’s agh, and dindod into the ligh ortnﬁ
 when the moou is waxing and the dark fortni ht(
waning; and in order to make these mounths oofnmda
= "m"" ”"‘mﬁ."‘"&'& thet °""
v toa 80 year ther




1. Phégan or Phaggan |February-Ma ‘
The dry hot season J | 2. Chait ves Mm'ch--Apt'ﬂ.“*I WRAETS ol
i (Unhdla) w. )| 8. Baisdkh e | April-May, = | b
. 4. Jeth w. | May-June, : A e
; 5. Sérh or Hér o | June-July. ;
The raine (Chaumdsa ) | 6 Sawan ses | July- Augunt . :
. or Chatrmdsa) ... 7. Bhadus e | August-September, ;
8- Al‘““j wee %p“mb«‘%h@fo
9. Katior Kétik ... | October-November.
‘The cold weather 10. Mungsir oer | Novamber-December.
(Siydl or Siydla) 11. Poh eee | December-January.
12. Méh " e | Junuary-February.

It would be more in accordance with the actual course of the

seasons in this neighbourhood to consider them as each commencing a

fortmght later, i.e., from the middle of the Sambat month. The rains

y be taken as lasting from 1st July to 31st October, the cold wea-
tlaer from 1st November to 28th Febmry, and the dry hot weather
~ from 1st March to 80th June. The hottest part of the year is the latter
‘part of June=the beginning of Hér, and the peasants sometimes use the
word Hﬁr to ex &reu the driest, hottest time of the year. The Sambut

begins in Chait

» I“!uve already fven the Panjabi names for the d:ﬂ'ennt parts of
the day asitis divided the peasants. The Bagri*and llmlmin
names are very much the same, except that the Musalmans sometimes
~ use words taken from the names of the prayer-times prescribed by their
. religion. Thus namd:wela or fajar—tarkd or parbhdit=a little before
~ snwrise; peshiwela about 2 p.M.; digarwela=just before sunset. The
b odny md°mght (24 hours) nre divided into eight pakars or watches, four
from sunset to snnrise, and four from sunrise to sunset, and as these

m-n' ‘are determined by the sun, they vary in length as different times
year, but at the equinox the pahars ‘of the day and nigﬂ ul,_ u
~ each being three hours long. Dopahar means midday ; pa
i i=3 .M. ; pahar rdt gai=9 v.u. ; pakar din charhd=9 A m!
. omarily the peasants tnko no note of more minute divisions o
g tin some of the Rain villages on the Ghaggar, they |
~ ime during which each sharer is to take his share of the
~purposes by a water-clock like that ordinaril
wmuure ﬂnhmm. A tbin brass ;ba&i’
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winks exactly ono ghari ofter it is first floated. The ghari used in

Mangéla, one of the largest villages, is somewhat shorter than”the

~ ordinary Hindtstan{ ghari, of which there are 64 in 24 hours ;

ere are about 72 of their gharis in 24 hours, which makes each equal

¢ to about 20 minutes, Tn Khairpur the villagers can hear the gong

struck by the police-sentries at the Treasury every hour, and regulate

the division of their irrigation-water accordingly.

137, The unit of length employed by the peasants in measuring by

eiheir fields is the kadam, ealled also karam and
karu by the Sikhs of the northern border, and
{ by (e Bagris of the southern border. It is the same as the
man passus or double pace, and is measured by taking two steps or
English paces as one kadam, so that in stepping out a boundary by
kadimo. the number is counted from right foot to right foot, or from
left foot to left foot.. The kadam however varies very much in length,
being sometimes a short double pace, sometimes a long or an ordinary
double pace, and there is among the people no fixed standard to which
it can be referred. In the last Settlement of the district (except in
pargana Bahak,) the unit measure of length employed was the gathd
of 81 feet or 99 inches. This measure is not known to the people except
through the Settlement measuremeunts, and we have dropped it in the
‘iresent Settlement in favour of the kadam which they themselves use.
he gatha was the unit of length employed throughout the Delhi Territory
at last Settlement, and has been aJopted in the present Settlements of
the Delhi Division and in Rohtak. It can be measured by threg short
steps or a kadam and a half, and is such that a square of 20 gathas b
20 equals a standard bigha = §th of an acre. This dighais now well-
known to the people, who, according to the length of their loc?l kadam,
defined the bigha variously as 82, 31, 30, or 28 kadams square. In

Measures of length.

~ the measurements of thid Settlement, we have adopted as our measure

of length in place of the gathd, a kadam of exactly 66 inches, or two
ordinary English steps of 83 inches, which is thus exactly two-thirds
of the gathd hitherto used by the patwéris, and is approximately an
average of the Zadams used by the villagers, a square of 30 such
kadams by 30 being exactly the standard bigha. This wag the keram

_used in the Settlement of the Montgomery district, but in the Settle-

A
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~ment of Muktsar the karam was taken at 60 inches.

- The unit of length employed in measuring cloth, ropes, the depti~
- of wells, small pieces of land within the village site, and for similar
. purposes, is the Adth or cubit, called by the Sikhs hatth. There are
@ gp“ kinds of Adth in use—(1) the sédhd hdth or straight cubit, measured

m the projecting bone of, the elbow to the end of oune or other of the
ors ;. (’i’l) the mwrwa or morwd hdth or bent cubit, measured from the =
ojecting bone of the elbow round the end of the fingers ‘hele
nt straight, and back to the knuckles, or sometimes to the
st; (3) the mutehi hdth or fist cubit, measured by ;ddin““*'ﬁo v
dhd hdth the fist of the other hand with thumb exténded. O
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I found that the*. ot‘ a purhmﬂu uhq- er  was  sccepted
as the standard Adth of the village. Usnally cloth is p\ red by ap-
plying the arm directly, but in Fazilka somt of the clﬁwpen nse
anhonrod & murwa hdth long, called a hathrd or hdthid gez about
23 or 23} inches long (for even this varies in length) ; lomo of them
have this Aathrd and the dngrezi ga: or English yard measure, and
use both in measuring cloth. In cloth measure a length of 16 Mh is
called a soli, and the village weavers sell stheir coarse cotton cloth
at 6o many soli for the rupee. The Adth is the only cubic measure
known; thus, when a village pond is deepencd, the nantat of mth
excavated is measured as so many hdth long, bmcl M‘g.
usnal rate for digging is 10 murwa hdth square by one
for one rupee; this quantity, 100 cubic Iu{du,u ulled a khandd
equals nearly 800 cubic feet.

Other measures of length are the purs or fathom, the utmost
distance a man can measure by stretching his arms at full length,
wwdsmdeqmlto 84 esidhe Ad4th aud often used by the Bigris,

in stating the length of rope required to reach the water
: m a well—tl’\e or band’s-breadth, measured across the lowest
P joints of the fingers and nearly tul to 8 inches—the angal or
ol ungal or finger’ -bmdth, equal to nbont 3 inch—and the seldom-nsed
gith or the dutanee between the points of the outstretched
| tlmnb little The chappd and wungal are used to measure
less than ldl& thus the amonut of rain-fall is estimated
B ' number of ungal, or ﬁnger'l-breaddu the ‘moisture has pona-
o tnhd onnd An attempt seems to have been made to obt
B e ied for the ungal, by adopting the diameter of the Jh r-
M or mkinen as the standard wnmgal; but when I sent
r some of the-o,l ound them of all sizes. The jauor barley-corn
. s used only in expressions like “ ek jau kd farg bhi nahia hok”
B "hnm out by a burlev-oorn s 9 So too the expression “ ek bdl kd
N {(a bair's-breadth ) is ratively used. peasants  have
Mlmrofortho&gl footgotb clenchng the fists and
- extending. the thumbs so that their points just touch, then the dis-
tance between the outsides of the hmukles of the lttﬂoﬂn‘m s
" waeenlmost exactly a foot.

. The kin ==3 kadam is hardly known. leword;mor;ﬂﬁwown
i-qdhmly applied to the chain used by Govomment mmyo‘ but
npuunth-uropoorohin length of whi
udwhlchhmia mmnughi-loldn. %h&‘
midaud to be 1 kadams, This

‘%
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b ,Wwﬂ’m ﬂ% tho Enghmnlo is km n ‘as min
“or § of a kok, and is considered to be abont 1,000 & :

138. The measure of area adopted throughout the distriet (wi&"f_‘ v
the exeeption of Pargana Bahak) at last

Measures of area,

an  acre, the aamo that is used thronghont the Delhi Territory.
Although tLis bdy s not native to the district ( the bigha used in
gome parts of it bemg of a different size ) it has, throngh long use in

Settlement was the Jigha = exactly § o!

i
¥

the Government records and measnrements, become well-known to

the people, and may now be considered to be acctpted by them as
a standard for general use. It has therefore been retamed as the
standard measure of area for this Settlement. It is divided into 20
parts called biswas, each of which was in last Settlement coosidered
to equal 20 biswdnsis or square gathds of 99 inches; but in the
present Settlement a biswa is held equal to 45 square kadams of
66 inches to bring it into connection with the measure of length
used by the people. The native bighz formerly used by the Bagris and
others in the south and east of the district is a square of 20 kadams or
pdondds each way and thas varies with the size of the kadam. Taki
the kadam at 66 inches gives the native bigha = § of the Settlement
lbigha or % of an acre. I found in use in a Bikdner village a bigha of 24
pdondds squave. The native or kachcha bigha is now little used in
this district. In the north and west, nmong the Sikhs and Panjabi
Musalindns, the native measure of areais the ghumdo, here generally
Lmonouneod ghumdh. Most of the peasants, eopemally the %kh
now nothing of its subdivisions, and simply take the glumdn as
a square of forty karams a side, and consider 1t equal to four kackcka or
loeal bighas. This would at 66 inches the karam make the ghumdn
= ' of a Settlement digha, or ' of an acre. The karam must be
less however, for the ghumdn is said to be ¢ of a Settloment bdigha,
which would make it 43 of an acre. Onthe river Satlaj, among the
Musalmius, n different ghumdn is used, which is ealculated somewhat like
the Moutgomery Settloment ghwmdo as follows :—

9 square karams = | marla i
i, 20 marlas = 1 kandl :
8§ kandls = | ghumén ~—

"I.“ml the ghwmdn at 66 inches thobana would be exactly an

s in the  Montgomery Sottlement, It issaid however to

: of an acre, a8 the .Mm is hkou at less than 66 inches; bus

8 | Wtr( wi 'his  standard

nﬁut«m : iinotmaehuul (h”
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1 m“l 0' ﬁ M“‘ == ‘ inﬂ“p ‘ '1 TR GRS o
1 chappa or hand’s-breadth = 4 ungal =3 mche& o
1 gith or == § sidha hith. ity
1 sidhé or straight cubit = 6 chappe = 24 ungal-— 18 l"

i morv;;:hh or beut cubit == 7 chlppo == 28 ungal +about!8i
mn i
1 muthi hith or fist cubit = 81 ungal or == 8 chappe.
1 kadam, karam, karn or pdondé == 3§ morwe hiith or = l“ Im‘
or == 3 sidhe héth, or 2{ morwe hith or == 18, 22 or 24

i or = the side of a square whose area is a Settlement bigha
o) divided by 28 or 30, or 81 or 32 which would make it about
71, 66, 64 or 62 inches.
1 00“—16 hath. , Y GCL,

i

. 1 purs or fathom == 3} sidhe héth,
1 kén==3 karam, or 9 hith, or 8 héth.
1 gathd = 8} feet or 99 inches exactly.
1 mile or munna koh = 1,000 karam (dmmukuﬂuhtm-wﬂ
1 kos or koh == 1,360 karam. - 0
Mof“—— i Y
1 square karam == 1 sirsdhi. '
1 square kdn = 9 sirsihi == 1 marla.
wmrluszlhnﬂ. .
‘ il - ] bnmin i ¥
hum ==1 kachcha or local bigha. S L
40;40 karam == 1 ghumén ‘
B “dhndomtbfghn == § of an acre == 28‘ or 80° orll' or”'

1 ghumién == 2 kachcha bighas or 3 Mﬂementlﬂ“u.

, wt st la--:l'nwlulnt Url
99 inches = 1 gatha 60 inches == 1 karsm 66 inches == |

1 squsre getha=1 biswhknsi 9 square karsms =1 marla lbq

20 biswhnsix = 1 biswa 20 marlas = 1 kandl 20 biswas =
: % Hnn- 1 bigha = § acre = 3 acre ;

”, Mglwul thomdhm ﬂaowonlé:nm ﬂ‘
use are the M

klbﬂ:—- .
1o Q%M | 5 serers=1 M

hatdnks == 1 pdya lqu-l_,,




s until i :khl. It equ [
; und, 80 that lmma =2} kachche orfml mans.
4 Ww border a different man was used, calculated thus:—
W 40 Paise = 13se £ :
(o0 40 Ser = 1 man=29 Govm"', .
~ But this too has altogether fallen out of use. £l
© 140. Measures of cﬁpaclt.y nﬂ:, usedl only i (;n the :!em
4 ® villages on the Satlaj and even t hey
Fo—. “M" have been to a great extent superseded by the
standard measures of weight. The measures of eapacity used mil

followl
4 Par = 1 Topd
16 7 = 1 Kachcha man 1,
124 Mans = 1 Mdni

The topd and ropl are circular wooden vessels in which ﬁln o
in is meusured. ﬁe measurement is not made by filling the vessel
80 that the grain is level with its rim, but by heaping up as much
grain as the vessel will contain. Thus three paropis almost fill the topd
and one more paropf is heaped on the top. These measures are now
seldom used, except that at the division of the grain on the thmw.
floor the allowances of the artisans and menials are sometimes measured
in this way. The weight of a topd of course varies according to the
grain, thus a topd of wheat or gram weighs 