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~re almost all on an equal {ootin. but some little· dist' nction . 
w made between the ordinary cu tiv tors and the leaders of 
th original hody of c lonists. The e latter' were called "headmen" 
(mukhya or panch) and it was generally to thwn that the original grant 
had een made by th ruling power. S tImes· t headmen were 
d i nated by the gift of a turban placed 0 their heads by th Ruler, 
or by being allowea to·present the customary offermg on rec 'ving per .. 

i ion to found a village ; and sometimes a regular deed of grant was 
made out in which hey were mentioned py name as the grantees. 
They wer distinguished from the rest of the cultivators sometimes' by 
b ing a.llow d to hold a portion of land such as two "plough U free of 
r venue, and ometimes by bein requir d to pay to overnment a· 
smaller share of the produce of their cultivation than th oth rs. On 
the introduction of British rule, the leas gr nt d to the illage com
munities were made out in the names of thE h a.&men, that is, in the 
hames of those who had b en m ntioned in the d ds of grant given-by 
tha ative Rulers, or of those who at the tim of transfer were found to 
take the lead in the control and m agement of the affairs of t e 
village. The privilege of holding Ian fr, or of paying a low share 
of the produce was taken away from them, but they we gi ven instead 
an allowance of 5 or 7 per c nt. on th fixed cash asses. ment, which 
was at first deducted from th G ver nt demand and hared qually 
by the headmen (now generally called muqaddam or lambard /t~). 
The e headmen 'were the representative of the village community in 
its transactions with Governm nt; they igned engag ments for the 
whole body, and collected the land-revenue and other dues and paid 
them into' the T ury; they r primarily r Ponsible for the adminis-

:lliration of the village, and were thEY fir t to be call d on £ r information 
regarding its affairs when required by the officers of Government. 
In short they were the headmen of the village, the l&aders of the com
munity. But ordinarily in (( br thethoo<i" villages the e headmen had 
little pow l' apart from the re t of the cultivators. All cultivated new 
land without asking their consent, all ent their cattle to graz in the un
-cultiva.ted pasture-land, and all had a voice in the settlem nt of ilia 
'Village accounts and the amount to be realized for common village -
peuses; and except the 5 or 7 per ce t. allowed by Governme , the 
headmen realised nothing from th cultivato xc pt what W811 

necessary to meet the burdens impo d on the village. In some 
'01 the villag s, however, as cultivatio d velopod and m9".o_UI9"G 

<be~cm to eonBict with one another, distinctions £!m(iuaUy came to 
:dniwn. The eultivato1'8 ho belonged to th m niar classes (kamJ.n.) ac
customed to perform traditional 8e . oos to the peasant c were 

. ooDSidered to occupy a subordinate posltion similar to that h ld bI 
men of their class in older villages. The original settlers 0 fo e 
the first body of the coloni.sts and had lived in the viI. ever sinoe 
its toupdation (TMrt-gad) were admitted to have rigljta parior to 

later arrivals. And the headmen who had &II along 
the lead in bta~ the hanlships of the desert, ho had ~ 
beeti the ft •. ~ mad responsibl for ything ~ by thll 

tate om tIle v,iltage COnlmu' ,were 10 eel to . 



( .823 ) 

perquisite which had a tendency to develope. Thus in some viUa.~es ' 
the headmen wet How d to charge a fee from new col~ists when 
they were granted permission to settle in the village ancr break up 
land; or again when an Id settlel" 1 ft the village and gavo up his 
cultiva.ted land, as w cons y happenin" in th ea ly ay of 0010-
ni.sa.tion, the headmen were· a lowed to ta.ke pos ession. of it, and either 
cultivate it themselves, or make it over to orne other cultivator who 
paid them a fee on getting po es ion; or sometimes the subscription 
levieq for the common expen s was allowed to be a little above the sum 
act~ally expended, and the h admen were allowed to share among them
. selves hatever little profit there was. In other villages, however, the 
position of the- headmen was from the fir t much tronger than thi . 
They had obtained the grant of a villa e site as individuals, not as 
the leaders of a bodj' of colonists, an had gathered together a body 

. of cultivators distinctly on the understanding that the grant was theirs 
only; they had levied fixed rates of rent on all cultivation, generally so 
calculated as to leave some profit after defraying all the burd DB of the 
village, and this profit had been shared by the headmen only, who 
also bore all the losses and all the common expenses of the village. 
The cultivators in such villages had nothing to do with the profits and 
losses of the village administration, or the determination of the com
mon village expens s; they only had to pay the customary rent on their 
cultiv t'on to the headmen, and leave them to share the profits or to 
bear the losses of the villag a whole in its tr nsactioDB with the State and 
with its neighbours. Thi sy tem of distributing th villag burdens (booM) 
was calledthe "re t- y teItl" (b leddr{) in contradistinction to the "brother-
hood" system (bhaiyachar ) .• It was cially prevalent in the new WD

ships, many of which wer granted by British officers distin tly to 
individua.ls, who gatlt.er d ten together to help them to found new 
viI ages and cultivate their gradts. The system of takin a fixed ren . 
(bola) u ually higher th n th dem nd of the . tate was 901 0 in force 
almost ev rywher in th c e of tho e n nts who living in one town-
ship cultivated land within the boundari of another to'JVIlship (Ptihl 
kdaht). The profits of cultivatio and of village ma.nagement were 
howeyer ery sm 11 and precarious. Land was plentiful and it took 
BOme time to attach the coloni to the oil. Cultivators were cons
tantly comin8' and going, a.nd e n headmen of villages often threw 
up their po itlOn 'th i rights and r sponsibilities and disappeared 
from the scene. This w especially th cas with the pastoral Musal
man tribes, ho ound orne difficulty in giving up their w ndering 
lift and settling own ~iculture in a fixed spot, and with the 
B'gri, ho are 1 at hed th ir fields than are th Sikh J ts. 

w re only too gl to t as much 1 nd cultivated they 
for this 8p ad the vill ge burd ns over larg r number and 

th~m proportion tely lighter, 80 no one e er tb ught of dect-
ulti tor long he paid his hare of th du levi from 

't'A&&<_~. Land could be had lmo t ywhere for the &ski , 
no tra ferabl valu, nd las of 1 d unkno 

t cuiti fi 1 h d d by £ til tb aU 
. b 0 ~ hip 
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with right of occupancy and was 0 recorded in the record of the~ 
Regular Settl ent (1852-64). According to t at Settlement the area 
then under cuU'vation was 700,289 acre, and of this are~ only 49,121 
acres or 7 per cent., were held by 3,65 tenants-at-will; 186,108 acres, 
or 27 per cent., were cultivated by the 5,226 men who ere d elared 
proprietors; and 465,060 acres, or 66 per cent., were held y 21,6 4 
cultivators who were declared to be tenants with rights of oocupancy. 

218. The Settlement Officer also arbitr~rily fixed the reI\ts to be 
( paid by the cultivators who were d plared to 

The determination of the be tenants to the men who we~e d elared to 
rents of the tenants. b . I h '11 h' had dis . ' e propnetors. n t e VI age w 1 -

tributed their burdens on the H brotherhood" (bhaiyr.roMra) princi:ple tha 
headmen now declared proprietors had had no profits on the cultIvation 
of th' fellow , cept the small percentage whidn they r ceived as 
headmen's allowance, generally amounting to 5 per cent. on th State's 
demand, and what they could save out of the fund co11 cted for com
mon village expenses (malba). The Settlement Offic r limited the 
amount to be collected for common expen e to 5 per cent. on the 

. land revenue, and continued the allowance of 5 per cent. to the heOO
men, and in order to mark the position of the proprietors and give them 
some profit on the cultivation of tho e now declared their tenants h 
allowed them a small percentage, som times five or seven or ten per cent. 
on th land revenue, called the proprietor's due (m.dlikdna or biswa
iMri). In the villages of the Dry Tracts the assessment was generally 
distributed by ·n all-round rate of so many annas.. per blgha on the 
land found cultivated at Settlement, whether cheld by proprietors or 
renants; each cultivator, whatever hi . status, paid the amount of re~ 
v ue which fell on his holding according to this distribution, with 
one per cent. or the road fund, one per cent. (for the chool fund, five 
per cent. for the headmen, five per cent. for common "expenses and from 
nve to ten per cent. as proprietor's due; all this was collected into one 
fund from which the headmen paid the assessment, road cess, school 

and commo village e~nses, retaining their allowance of five per 
~nt., M.'-d whate 7r rem~ed was divid~d .amons: the proprietors in 
proportlon to thelr shares m the whole vlllage, or If · there was ally defi·· 
ciency it was made up by the proprietors in proportion to their shar ,s. 
In villages which had been manag d on the (I cash-rent" system (boleddri) 
the S ,ttlement Officer fixed the proprietor's due at higher percentage 
on the. aBse sment, sometimes 30 or 33 per cent., often 50 or 100 per 
cent. ; m such case~ the road and school s es, the headmen·s a110 -
&nee and the common village expenses were ~nerally declared to be 
payable not by the cultivators, but by the ( proprietors out of their pro
p~etary dues. In many villages, especially among those held ?y the 
Sikh J ate on the "brotherhoOO." system, the men declared propnetors, 
although they would not ~ve a share in the whole estate (biswa) to 
their fellows,. vo]untp;ri]y reIDltted the propri tor's due (mdlikMuz) to the 
whole body of cultivators or tp those who were most clo ly related to 
them, or hom they considered to have some claim to such considera-
tion; such nim~, although they were debarred from any sh • the 

tI of the ;te .. a ..-hole, paid no more than the • on 
( 
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their a.c ual cultivat" on. In most of the villages on the Ghaggar and 
Batlaj, and in n mber of villages in the Dry Tr&.J;ts, especiAlly'·those 
cultivated by Musalm{ms, the h adm n had been in the habit of taking 
the dues of the State and th ir own allowances from the cultivators in 
kind, and in such cases this custom rem ined in fo ce; the proprietors 
took from the tenants the cu tomary share in kind and after paying 
the State's demand and the various ce es in cash, divided the surplus 

. or made up the deiiciency according to their respective shares in the 
whole estate. 

219, T e . ttlement Officer also enquired into the customs which 
. • . prevailed regarding subsidiary matters con-

The .".ght of pasture in DC ted with the conflicting rights of individuals 
the prame. d h 'II ad'" 11 d an t VI age mlD18tration g ners. y, an 
passed orders · which in some case imply maintained exist' g customs 
and in others pre cribed rules for future guidance; the general tenor 
of them being that everything belonged in proprietary right to the 
men whom he had declared proprietors, and that all rights enjoyed by 
other members of the community ere limitations of the absolute pro
prietary right. The matters dealt with were very various, such the 
rights to tre , wells, and ponds, cu toms regarding th village h dge, 
the cleaning of the lan and hou s, th maintenance of the village roads, 
and the d ti and remuneration of the village officers. One of the most 
i port nt that concerning the right of grazing on the uncultivated 
land of the Wll hip, which was still in many cas very extensive. 
In. a co id robl number of vill es which had only a. small area of 
pasture-land 1 ft tfn ultivated, the culti vatnrs r sident in the village 
were allow d th privilge of grazing their cattle :vithout hin ........ aoou'-'Q 

on th uncultivat d land in return for their being mad liable to pay 
a hare pro ortiona to the nt of their cultivation of any fine 
impos d on the village a whol , for instanc under the Track 
Law; but n n-cultivators or non-r ident were declared to 
hav no rig t to grazing xcept on pajm nt of grazing-£ ea. In most 
villag how v r all rs ns, wh th r proprietors or nan, were 
d lar d liabl to pay grazing-fe (bhunga or kdh-chara£ or ang- hu'mtiri) 
on any cattl they might end to graz in the common p ture.land; . 
u ally I ugh-bull and calve w r mpted, as w 11 one cow 
or one milc~ -buffalo rough, and th commone t rates for oth r animals 

ere as follow :-
ilch buffalo . .. 8 &nnaa. 

Cow ... 4 " 
amI .. .. 8" 

heep or goat . .. 1 anna. 
Hore or donkey . . . 2 annAS. 

Th i co e from thes grazi g-due as d cl d to belong to the 
proprietors, wh ould share it in proportion to their shares in the 

hoI tate. In orne village th roprietors exempted the hole 
body of cultiva from paym nt of th due and allo ed hem 
to sen cattle to graz free m the common pasture-land. 

220. Tit pers recording the different of thi8 e 
hich omm need in 1852 &po lasted till 

pI her in 1 1 
.M(lOl'Q of En· Proftl"li~" .. .D.'~ 
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Anoth r nant d scribe the state of things in 80m what s' · 
languag loil ws:-

Ka bza kdsht lc' £ ri khohe 
S rkri7' 

Pi aya amiyrin mbar-
d& (in nril 

H cile den kadtm te jo rikhyri 
S rk ~r • 

. ale dende ek rake jo arkrir 
b gar • 

• M're p ~'YIJb p roe jhaU ra'Tl{j 
It Zri7' 

riU kaktan vich oh b itk'rake 
vi h brb • 

Itnt r 'Yl(j u lut" han hoe lachAr 
E bza kdskt k' UU na khohe 

arkrir . 

. yat mal'ka hrih d{ hot bakut 
hai'fan 

Kh gayri hak aarimiyrin hoiy 
zulm ma 

ri~"if nti" n rihe eh . , 
anJa'r 

.Agg k' t b lui/t 
led • 

I. l k . Ii rJ h If' rli chhrJrne 
J 0 ko(, vri zarnfu bza ti . , . 

Ja 
Ha'la h' d nda ok r he 

drn 
L ltkk r fa gh~ bhi jo rkd' 

k'rn 
D nde at}"~ ~ r 

tan am 
.Jl nji j 'l to Irkat

/' 

godel ~ 
Eh r . y t ark(/,)'d' h ig' 'kM 

gJ, ultim 
It 'I i ~tl ~~ h n klt h "r{h 
. b a led ht k~ ol'na haiga b 'ct . , . 

Z1!Jan. 
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division and th r u tom r I ting to th ystem a e el , crib d in the 
Administra in-Pap r of ach villaO'. For instance, in som villages 
it IS laid 0 that the t nant is b und t ,bte t th cr p .nd to ut 
and thr h them wh · n rip , and that, althou any beggar pa ing at 
harve t-time may be allow d t glean a littl , the t nant's wi£ bringinN 

food to the reapers must not tak away any grain. Sometimes the 
tenant is b und to brin the landl rd's shar of th grain only, r f 
hoth grain and straw to his hou e in th I villa{!. Or in rily the pr ce s 
of divisi n is somewhat as follow. Wh n the ain is thr h d and 
winnow d it is put in a h ap on th thr shing-fl r,' and to pr vent 
tamp ring, little lum f clay are stuck on it h r .. and ~here and tamp- · 
ad with a w den seal k pt in the cu dy f the prop\'iet r r his t 

representative. When all ar ready to rec ive h ir share, they as mble 
at the thr hing-floor, and the weigher (dharwci£) p~oceds to measure 
the grain. If the propri tor' share is on -third, he weighs out the 
grain into three equal heaps, leaving a mall h ap from which he w ighs 
out their allowances to th village menials, anything over being divid d 
between the heaps of the propri tor and tena t. The pr pri tor 
then takes 0 e heap and the tenant the other two. There is a curious 
survival which is found all over th district. Be ides his own share, 
which is called U the Ruler's hare" (his a hdl{'im1) the proprietor aI
m st always g an additional all wance which is called." exp ns " 
(kharcha), and is commo ly fr mIser to 2! rs per rna nd calcu at d 
on the whole produce, or up to 3 s rs per maund calculated on the 
proprietor' share. This is evid ntly a surviva\ of the time when the 
ruling power took its revenue in kind, and th hare now taken by the 
pr prietor was reall (I the Ruler' hare," while the pr prietor or hea • 
man got only the small allowance now t ken under the name of" expenses." 
The custom is k pt up partly for the conyenience itooffers in raising or 
lowering the rate of rent. F r instance, where a propri tor taking rent 
at one-fourth and one ser per maund as expen es, wishes to raise the 
re t, he d es not make it one-third all at nee, but makes it perhaps 
one-fourth and two sers per maund, a d makes a gradual and almost 
imperceptible rise. The practical result f this custm is that the extr 
allowance makes up to the pr rietor hi har of what g es to the 
village menials from the c mmon hap, hat notwjth tanding the 
pa.yment of their all wane s, the pl'upri r ts hi full hare of the 

hole produce. The share varies fr m ne-half to one-s v nth of the 
gross pr duce, and the areas paying a,t each ate were found to be as 
follows in 1 1 :-

Share of grain taken by proprietor. 
o e- v nth 
One-sixth 
On -fifth 
One-£ urth 
One-third 
Two-fifths 
One-ha.lf 

Area in acre pn.ying reni in kinf.l. 
C"' 3,176 

20,346 
3 ,559 

( 3 I 5 
24,373 

19 9 
120 

Total ... 1,26,448 
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The very 1 w rat s of on -8 v nth, on -sixth, and 'on -fifth ar 1m sil 
wh lly confined to th lately-col ni d Dry Tract f tahsil azilk:i. The 
rate f one-£ urth is ~ un , chiefly on the u la ds and n th I nds in 
the atlaj vall y irrigatlOd from w lls. ne-third i t!e u ual rate on 
th land flo d d th ha gar anci atl J; and the hi h ra of 
tw -fifth and on -hal ar very uncomm n a d ar c fi ed to e ily cul
tivated rich land n th river. The pr pri tor some im s tak nly his 
shar of the grain, but usually tak s a har f the traw aL 0, g erally 
th sam share a he tak of the gr in, but m im a mall r share, 
e. g., a £ urth f the grain and a fifth f th straw. If th cr have pr -

• du d no grain, he alway take a shar f what v r £ d r th ay 
be. m ti' es inst ad of taking the actual £ r h tak all 
c h paym nt; and m time , but v ry rar ly, hi . share f th am 18 

valu d and hi . paid hi shar ~ in e h by th t nant who th n k 
the whole r due . I the atlaj vall y thepr ri t r wh tak his 
~ nt in kind i entitled to gr n wh at Oha11J£d) r jawar (cJ. ri) 
£ dder from the t nants' fi Ids at th rat of one lcanal (about an oighth 
of an acre) n every w 11 or one marla in every ghwmao (about one ole 
p r acre). This was formerly th Ruler' ri ht, and n s to those 
whom we have mad propri tors holdin at a eash asses m nt. 

Ca h rents. 
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Porch e Aver e 
pric per 

mOD . acr • 

• 
RI. h 11 .. 

.111,661 1.67,101 0.14 

1.111 l1,m 0-1' 

Area IOld. '" mflllt. 

• 

Per fttar. of 
total 
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mtOt • 
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mortO'a m ney av raO'ed 1\ year' as -
. h £ 11 wing ta m nt shows the 

d totagricul urists and non-agriculturis during 
0:-

nllDlIlCPTIO . 8. IRXa. OJ' 081'G'G& , 

Ass.- ort.".ge A er&ge No. Ar A 
' po pM of 

,:ment mouey. &or~ c... (acre II ) ment. 
Area 

(acres.) 
A 
ment. 

----------
R • 'a. Uti. A. )(11. R. 

987 7. 9 .1 1 2~ 8,5~ 773 9lZ 2li 

6,~~ 66,107 1 27 26, 9 1.*5 13,007 8,0 6 

re increasing in number and importance 
; during the eight ye rs p to 1 74 the 

r annum w 5, 

ment ver O'e 

• .A. rag r ann'l.lf'm.. . 
• 

U •• 
o·s 
l'S 

'S 

0'7 

01 
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Tot .. l areo8 in 
o (·rell • X It U. 

• 635.1 8 
5,22.765 
'1,05,515 

---
'l'Ol'AL ... 19,28,438 

No. of 8urvey 
fields. 

4,2,319 
4. .982 
47,920 --,-----

1,35,171 

A verl'ge RJ'ea 
in (lr 

15 
12 
16 ._-..... 
14, 

• 

• 
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han. Tolal o. of deld . n. ( 
r ~. holding. 
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1 9 20, 21 
157 17,'1 S 
294 1 ,971 

- -
To I .. 135,Pl 2t 
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Total No. oftellonts. 
Ar a h In hy _ 
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