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»'tBa. 6,207 on sillages, the actual half uet income of which was Rs. ‘j'_;f 042,
is strong evidence that the rates were not too high. ™ 0
 The estimates and assessment of the whole Nali clmle a;:e as ;

follows :— .

7 ; m.
Former assessment ... 66312
Assessment sanctloned by Financial Commissioner ... 74,000

- Assessment at sanltioned revenue-rates . v (OBOY .
Assessment at rates now preferred « oo 74415
Assessments. actually distributed over vxlla.ges e 74,000

. Increase 12 per cent.
-
THE ROHL

294. The Rohi asse;:lsment circle exteﬁds about elight{dmviﬁls fro:;
. the valley of the Ghaggar to the o ey
etk Rohi. The produce  th, Satlaj and comprises nearly two-thirds of
- the total area of the district. The whole of the
cultivation depends upon a scanty and uncertain rainfall, and the 0
duce of the cultivated lands varies greatly from year to year. g‘be
area returned as under cultivation is as follows (in acres) :—

. b ==
. : Lately thrown
g Cultivated. | out of cul- Total.
. : tivation.
By Revenue Survey, 187¢-79 ... | 6,12,696 5,687 | 6,18,383
By Settlement Survey, 1880-81... | 6,51,348 2912 | 6,54,260

g

‘The increase of 6 per cent. is due to the rapid increase of cultiva-
tion, which is spreading in this tract at the rate of 2 per ecent. per
anpum.  That the area returned by the patwaris at Settlement as
under cnlhvahon was not, an over-estimate is shown by the fact that in
No year (1881-82), the areas actually sown were 4,62,601 acres

] hurvest,andl,95l36acresfortiembi ma.kmgamtnloi"

ot 't.hb kha.rlf and 2,57,715 for the rabi, making a total of 683,829
! year; so that even allowing for the area which owing to

the year, and in 18582-83 the areas sown were 4,26,114

failure of the kharif was sown for both harvests, it is

et has ik Dodn: osbisstimated sad is rapidly
1 mdged the putwéﬂsmpmtqgitbataome 50000 o
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evalue of Rs. 16,90,000. Of the 470,842 acres held by tenants, 59,952
acres (13 per cent.) pay rent in kind as follows :— %.
Share of produce paid. ' Avea in acres,

One-seventh ... PR 5 )
One-sixth ..o 15,326
One-fifth ... 24085
One-fourth ... . 16,427

« One-third ormore | e poviy . 008
[P S———

Total ... 59,952

This gives an ave rent of almost exactly one-fifth of the gross pro-

duce,qllnd althmgirfge the low rates of rent are almost confined to the

most backward villages and are rapidly rising, it will be safest to

assume that half the net produce is one-tenth of the gross produce.

Applying this fraction to the estimate of average gross afroduoe, we have

;Rd& 1,&9,000 as an estimate of the half net produce the uncultivat-
lan:

The uncultivated area still comprises 533,095 acres of culturable
land, or 43 per cent. of the total area. This is mostly good prairie-land -
little inferior to the cultivated lands in quality. - Much of it i¢ certain
to be broken up within the next few years, butit would not have been
safe to increase the assessment much in anticipation of this. At pre-
sent it produces good which brings in a considerable net income
to the ro%i:tms. e grazing-fees actually levied by them were
:etmnedpat 11,921 in 1880, butrthe indiréct income from the

« sale of surplus cattle, ghi &c., must be very large ; and the present half
net produce of the uncultivated land may well be estimated at Rs. 11,000,
which added to the estimate for the cultivated land gives Rs. 1,80,000
as the average half net profits of the whole of the land of the circle.

e R 205. The tenants pay cash-rents on

4,10,980 acres, or 87 per cent. of the area they
ol hold, in the following detail. | :
Rate of rent p" acre. Area in aom
O Under 5 annas & 245186
. From 5 to 6} annas o OB R
From 6} to 8 annas o 0 STER
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not o’f any: better quality than the greater part of the land of the tract.
Since the new assessments were announced the proprietors have raised
the rents of land held by tenants-at-will very generally throughout the
tract ; tor instance, in 45 of the 157 villages in the Dabwali tahsil the
rents have been greatly raised, and in 43 of these villages the general
rate of rent is now over 8 Winnas per acre, while in many it is over
9 annas. It seems safe then to estimate the half net produce of culti-
tion at 4 annas per acre, which would give on the 6,54,260 acres of cul-
tivation an average half net produce of Rs. 163,565, and adding to
this Rs. 11,000 for half the net produce of the uncultivated land, we
have an estimate founded on the cash-rents of nearly Rs. 175,000 as
the half net profluce of the whole Rohi tract.
206, At the Regular Settlement the tract was settled by parga-
nas and the assessment rates adopted differed
of(‘M‘ Comparison  .,nsiderably, not so much with reference to
y difference of quality in the soil as according to
the stage of development of the village. In pargana Guda the older
villages held by the Sikh Jats along the north-east border were assessed
at 4 annas per acre, those along the centre at 3} annas, and those along
the Bikiner border at 3 annas per acre on cultivation. In pargana
Rinié the rate varied from 28 to 32 per acre, and in parganas
Malaut and Mahajani of the Fazilka tahsil, which had only been recent-
ly colonised, the rate was 1'6 or 22 annas per acre. Uncultivated land
was after certain deductlons assessed at from one-fourth to one-third
of an anna per acre. * Probably the most backward villages now are
almost as fufey developeds as the most advanced villages were at that
| time, and if allowance be made for the rise in prices and increase
| of competition forland, the rates of last Settlement seem to justify the
| application of a rate of four annas per acre to the whole tract, more
especially as the total a.ssessment of the Regular Settiement if spread
over the area then cultivated gives an average rate of four annas per
*  acre. At the Settlement of the Muktsar tahsil of Firozpur district,
lﬁndh’ adjoins this Rohi tract to the north for a considerable distance,
F Mr. Purser in 1873 assessed cultivation at six annas per acre, and from
his deqcup&on and from what I have seen of the Rohi of Muktsar, it
PP very similar to the Rohi of Sirs, except that the rain-
nomewhat more abundant and certain, population is
are older and more fully developed The
o Muktsar have been u?ld without  difficulty by the
d the six-anna rate in Muktsar usuﬁes a four-anna
Bo‘l In Pattidla territory, whxch adjoins this tract
along the north-east, the system of assessment and moda uf ai?
_»- 1e and cesses are v mmxlartoourown,andthe
‘ t.ho Sirsa district mﬁr{wu nemsedatthem 5
ad it difficult to. ncertqinthewmd

ila, but it
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¢  the south-west, there was no fixed term of Settlement, and no fixed

assessment or revenue-rate. According to the tteer of Bikéner,
collections of revenue in that State are usually made in the following
manner. Just ‘before the revenue becomes due, the collector (usually
~called hdvilddr) summons together the headmen of villages and the
leading bankers and demands a heavy assessment from each vi

After some haggling the collector and the h en agree on the
amount, and the banker advances it to the, who makes use of
it in private investménts for some time before remitting it to head-
quarters. The banker collects the dues in cash or kind from each villag
and is assisted by the collector with camelmen and horsemen who hely
him to despoil the peasants. Where the revenue isZevied in ¢cash, it
is nominally from three to seven annas per acpe on the cultivation,
which is roughly measured ‘1'3 an official every three or four years; and
Jitsare assessed more heavily than Rajputs and Brihmans. Where it
is taken in kind, the nominal share i= one-fourth of the kharif produce
and from one-fourth to one-seventh of the rabi, but the people are at the
mercy of the appraiser who estimates the amount due at as high a rate
as the village can pay. Many other irregular taxes and cesses are levied.
Each house pays from Rs. 3 to Rs. 6, and a cess is levied on the cattle
which are counted each year. In some villageseach family has to give
the State or the jigirdar one day’s ploughing, one day’s weeding, and one
ds{: harvesting annually. The most grievous charge however seems
to be the duty of suppl)ingbprovisions free of cost to any official of whatever
rank who may visitor be quartered on the village. Altogether in Bi-
kiner the peasants are very heavily assessed, and never know how much
they may be called on to pay. ? -

There are then the following estimates on whith to frame the as-

sessment of the Rohi tract :(— R

Half net produce, founded on produce estimate ... Rs. 1,80,000
Half net produce, founded on cash-rent estimate ... 175,000
Estimate su by the assessment rates of the  °
Regular ment and of neighbouring traets ... LT 000
Former assessment m!': 767
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- villages in the whole region. At the instigation of the S:kh iefs the
- desert was gradually occupied and brought under cultivation ; and when
. in 1837 it came under British rule, there were 164 inhabited village
~ In 1850 the number had increased to 239, and new it is 363. Pop
~ tion increased from 76,021 about 1858 to 1,05,414 in 1868, and 1,40,370
- in 1881, an increase of 83 per cent. in 13 years and of nearly 100 per
. .cent. since last Settlement ; and the density is now 73 to the square

. mile, Nearly a thixd of 'the villages are owned by Sikh Jats, who are
.« excellent ,pultlvabors ifty and industrious, and a fourth by Bagfis,
 who though inferior to the Sikhs in intelligence are not far behind
them in thrift and industry. About a fourth of the population are
Musalméns, most of whose ancestors two generations ago were leading |
a pastoral life ; and they have not yet thomughly adapted themselves
to a settled agncultuml life. There are six times as many tenants as
proprietors, and before the revision of Settlement 29 per cent. of the
cultivated area was held by tenants with rights of occupancy ; now
- about half the area is held by such tenants paying rents fixed in pro-
portion to the land-revenue. A proprietor owns on the av 156
acres of cultivated land, and himself cultivates 36 acres, e a
tenant’s holding averages 18 acres. Two-thirds of the cultxvated area
is under kharif crops, but the proportion sown for the rabi is steadily
increasing. The staple crops are bajra, jawar and pulses in the kharif,
and barley, gram and oilseeds in the rabi; but the produce is always
ious and seldom large. Nearly half the area is stxll uncultlvated,
it cultivation iswrapidly extending. Large herds of cattle pasture in
tha prairie and thgir surplus produce brings in a large income to their
owners. Unlike the oldu' part® of the district this tract has with the
mphon of,a few villages always enjoyed a light assessment and its =
-resources have gone on steadily and rapidly increasing. At the mh o
Settlement its assessmeat was increased by 52 per cent. but
~ mained -light, and though suspensions have been readily
eﬁbnlhve on the average during the last 20 years amounte httle more
M 1 per cent. of the demand. Sales and mortgages of land under pres-
. ‘debt have been very few. Since the Regular Settlement cultiva-
18 increased by 87 percent. and now 53 per cent. of the total areais
There are now twice as many masonry wells as there were
y are very well off, many of them havmgu»
i amount of capital. In the oft-recu

o are dnven to distant grazing-grounds, but when .o
| mtm'n, le the worse for their sojourn in \

I raj y. Half the net produce is now eaumatad
1.80.000 butatﬁmldnd not feeljumﬁod
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. wvere acoepted by the Financial Commissioner, and although the proposed
assessment of 1,40,000 was considered too low, I was authorised to
kee the total assessment within this sum, if in makmg the distribution
id not seem safe to take a greater increase. 1 was to use higher
ra.tes where they did not give a great increase and the village was
strong; and on the other hand I was to lower them where the
increase was very large and there were elements of weakness in the
village.
© 298. I had visited each of the villages and recorded my impressions - -
TR as to its capabilities in comparison with these =
OfCl:gl; Rg:;éssnlﬁﬁ‘b“&g of the other villages of the tract, and after
villages, . considering all the ava.llable statisticy regarding
the vxll‘we and the opinion of the Superintend-
ents, I framed my assessment for each with reference to its former
assessment, to the amount given by the sanctioned rates and to its
resources generally, making some allowance for large areas of unculti-
vated land, but not so as to make the assessment too high to be paid .
by the present resources of the village. - The total of my first calculatlons
came out much above the Rs. 1,40,000 originally estlma,ted and 1
went over the village assessments several times, carefully cutting down
any regardi wh;.c'i] there could be any doubt. For that part of the
Rohi whlch lay in tahsil Sirsa the sanctioned rates gave an assess-
ment of Rs. 18,548, and as I considered those villages about average
T assessed them at Rs. 18.785, an increase of 46 per cent. on the former
demand of Rs. 12868. In the Dabwali tahsil I ut on higher rates on
the Sikh villages to the east than on the Bagri a.ncli) Musalman villages to
the west, as it appeared that the soil was as a rule of better quality, .
< that the rainfall was on the average somewhat heavier and tha.t the
villages were of older standing, stronger and better developed to the
east than to the west. Besides at the Regular Settlement the Sikh
had been assessed at higher rates and their cultivation had not
increased to such an extent, so that assessment rates only slightly higher
than those of the previous Settlement have given in those vﬂlages a
comparatively small increase of assessment ; while in the vil s
west the increase of cultivation since the Regular Settlement had“been .
so great and the rates so low, that a rate lower than that ioned
i whan ap'{‘)hed to present cultivation doubled or trebled the former assess-
~ ment. There was no danger in taking such large increases at once,
..fqr gzopnetors were prepared for them, and much of the i‘nereue
; contributed by tenants rent in the
# pvenue. The sanctioned rates gave for ga the Dabwali Ig an mmont
ke of Rs. 70067 and the assesssments as distributed amounted to
A P Rs. 76,400, an increase of 75 cent. on the former assessment of
e 43706 In the Fézilké Rohi, a.lthough many of the ulhgeu were
AP Farmedvﬂ n paying with ease for ts
up to those given by the sanctioned rates,
B wprepaying about double the Q:notioned ratem'ejniu
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somewhat inferior and the rainfall less, were paying these rates. Where o
the rents were paid in kind at low rates I kept the assessment low, and
this I did also in villages where the increase was very great and the
former cash-rents low, especially where the tenants were paying cash-
rents at double the assessment rate. As such villages are mostly found
along the north-east border, where the better circumstances of the
villages would otherwise justify a higher assessment than on the south-
west border, the general effect of these considerations was to keep the
incidence of the assessment nearly equal throughout the whole of the
Fazilkd Rohi. The sanctioned rates would have given here an assess-
ment of Rs. 60,279, and the actual village assessments aggregated
Rs. 60,375, an sincrease of 107 per cent. on the former assessment of
Rs. 29,193. The rgsult for the whole Rohi tract is an increase of 81
per cent., as follows :—

— e e -——
é 5 y 4 & INCREASE PER T
s @ g CENT. ON
= < -] T ~
TAuSIL, = - £ o 2 < *2 | adS
Lo @ ‘.‘?. @ o ¢=; g c = S en @
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é %8 S z R ] @ = ':é
z = « - = o
; ¢ Rs. Rs. Rs.
Sirsd Sk s 88 12,868 18,5648 18,785 46 1
Dub.w‘u 162 43,706 70,067 76,400 75 9
Fizilkd SN org 174 29,193 60,279 60,375 107 .
Total Chak Rohi #3564 85,7@7 1,48,804 | 1,565,660 81 4

The of the tract along the north-east border, and especially the
Sikh vil , have been mgst highly assessed, but eneralgrec spezking
the assessment on cultivation is nowhere higher tian 4% annas per
acre ; the villages most lightly assessed are the Musalméan villa%es in

the Fazilkd Rohi, but even in them the rate on cultivation is hardly
ever less than 3 annas peracre. Even where theincrease was greatest
or the cidence heaviest, the assessment is light, and the peasants
everywhere y accepted their new assessments and have since
paid them with ease. ¥

. L

299, Th: ‘Uté.rth;.ssessment v(;ilxicle is the tract of land betweem 4
e R S e presgnt valley of the Satlaj and its old bank,
m'»ﬁ “'t'i. ThePro-  the * Danda, and comprises 58 villages withe i

I a total area of 1,15,668 acres. The area under

: culﬁmho}mu returned as follows (in acres ) :— :

] . Lately thrown out _
Oultluhd.' “‘zd“"%& Torat.

By Revenue Survey, 1876—79 ... 49,305 935 © 50240
St t Survey, 1880-81... 53818 663 54481 .
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e bultxvated in 1880-81 was not om-est:matad by the patwﬁtfsuinbbn
by the fact that in the following year 41,949 acres were -
for the kharif, and 12,061 acres for the rabi, a total of Mﬂlﬂ
acres for the year. Only 167 acres are retut-ned as within rmh of
: irrigation from wells, and ?f this area onl}y some c1‘120 mm&e
o irrigated on an average of years; so that in culating -
~ assessment of theumrclvsvﬁt 1; not w(cl)rtllll while tg take account m
irrigation from wells. en I assessed the tract there was no irrigation .
from canals, and althou (gan it seemed probable that in a short time
the Firozpur Inundation Canal system mlght be extended to the Fizilka
Rohi, I did not take this into account in assessing, but framed my
estimates as if the whole of the cultivation of the tract w m.&mdent
on the scanty and precarious rainfall. Of the total cu area of
54,481 acres, I have estimated that on an average of years only 45,000
.acresa.re actually sown and only 38,000 acres produce a crop of

average value of Rs. 1,17,000. Tenants hold in this circle 89,639 acres
and pay rents in kind on nearly half of that area as follows :—

Share of gross produce. Area in acres.
One-sixth ... 3,951
One-fifth ... PR L
One-fourth ... ey 867
Total e 16,948 TR
Rents are rapidly rising, and it may be safely assumed from these
: figures that the half net produce equals- one-tenth of the pmduca

or Rs. 11,700. There are still 58,716 acres. of culturable waste, ﬂnqh
amounts to 51 per cent. of the total area, and apart from the
that much of thxsdarealt) lwxll ’i‘o}:m be brought’ ux;der cultivation, its present

fits are considerable e grazing-fees levied by the
’:;e returned in 1880 as Rs. 1,385, but the indirect i moommag
uncultivated land is very la.rge and its half net pmduoe may well be

estimated at Rs. 1,300, which added to the estimate for the cuw

7

land gives Rs. 13,000 as the half net produce of the whole tract:

AR 300. Cash-rents are paid m
™~ umy&' T e e following detail :— « b’ s I

{

o) Under 5 annas e A
w From5to6 a.nnaa g
i From 6} to T

'AboveSannas
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rents fixed by custom rather than by competition. A common ratemg 5
rent on ordinary soil was 6'4 annas an acre (4 annas per bigha), and
since the. assessment was announced rents have been raised in man
villages to more than' 7 or even 8 annas per acre. It now seems safe
to assume 3} anuas per acre as the half net produce of the cultivated
land, and this rate when applied to 54,481 acres gives Rs. 11,918 as the
half net produce of the gqultivated land, and with Rs. 1,300 for the
culturable waste, gives over Rs. 13,000 as the half net produce of the
tract.

b .

-

1. The former ass'essment of thedlUtgr was Rs. 8,355, but it had *
. formerly been divided between two
ot(e’:" X a?:r. Comparison  which had been treated very diﬁ"erently' The
5 5 35 villages to the south-west, comprising 79,956
| acres, had formed part of pargana Wattu which became British territory
+ +  in 1844, and was assessed very lightly by Mr. Oliver in 1863, his assess-
| ment rates being 24 annas per acre on cultivation and } anna per acre
| on waste, rates which would give about Rs. 9,000 on the present area.”
! The 23 villages to the north-east, comprising 35,712 acres, formed por-
| tion of pargana Bahak which was annexed from Mamdot about 1855
and settled by Mr. E. L. Brandreth as part of the Firozpur district in
1857-58. It was then almost uninhabited and only 447 acres were
cultivated. The Settlement Officer divided it into small blocks
which he settled with the proprietors of the villages on the river for
30 years ending 1887-88, and as he anticipated a gradual increase of
cultivation, hemade his assessments progressive to rise by instalments from
Rs. 139, the demand of 1858-59 to Rs. 5,581, the demand of the last year
_ of Settlement, the last increment to take effect from 1881-82. He seems
" 'to have calculated his asséssments at 5 annas per acre on the anticipated
cultivated area and 3 annas per acre on the culturable waste after making
certain deductions ;-but his usual rate on the poorer soils in the neigh-
bouring part of the Muktsarstahsil were 4 annas per acre on cultivation
and 2 annas on the culturable waste after deducting an area equal to
Y the cultivation. These rates would if applied to the present area of
the whole Utér have given an assessment of about Rs. 14,000. Mr. Purser
in assessing the Mamdot tract in 1873 assessed cultivation similar to
v  that of the Fazilkd Utir at 6 annas per acre and added something for
the waste where its area was large. His rate on cultivation alone
would have given an assessment of Rs. 20,000 for the Fazilka Utar, but

: a@c mreaoo; to d%ub:h w!it;the:i his assessments would not have been
elt somewhst heavy by the Mamdot villages, had not canal irrigation
been e: lmost simultaneously with the assessment; and at all

e the “rairfall appears to diminish by about an inch for every
b h em distance from the *Himalayas, it would not have been safe

ot same rate on cultivation at Fazilkd as at Mamdot 40 miles

~ In the adjoining Bhéwalpur villages to the south

3 fixed for a term of years and the cesses are somewhat

Bntlsh ﬁﬂqu ,n’..-th "ms _nge q;}m h

¥

feil S cattle, which would
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Half net produce (founded on produoe estmate) ... 13,000

Half net produce (founded on cash-rent e fimate) 13,000
Assessment by Mr. Oliver’s rates of Regular Settlement _9,000
Assessment by Mr. Brandreth’s rates of Regula.r Set-

tlement ‘ e | 000
Assessment by Mw Purser’s Mamdot rates : 20,000
Assessment by Bhiwalpur rates ol van T 000

Former assessment ... o.Rs. 8855 ;

302. The Utar assessment circle hesfbetgveega t}he Da:l:da :::ll the
resent valley o e Satlaj, and its is in
e M. ;laoes nuxed thh river-sand and is generally
mferior in ctive power to the loam of the
Rohi. Water is nowhere very far from the , but except close to -
the Satlaj valley is too brackish to be used for ungatmn, so that a.lmost the
whole of the cultlvatlon has hitherto been dependent upon the scan
and uncertain rainfall So late as 1850 there were only 10 inhabi
villages in the tract, and very little of the area had been culnvated now
there are 56 inhabited wlla.ges and 47 per cent. of the total area is now
under cultivation.  Population was returned at 3,405 about
"10,882 in 1868 and 15,478 in 1881, an increase of %2 per cent. on thatof
1868 but much of this increase is in the towm of Fazilka, whose
lation has increased from 3,406 to 6851. Including the ~ the
density of population is still only 86 to the square mile: A few Jats
lm.ve urchmd land and come to settle in the tract, but the greater portion
lation of the villages mhesouth-westmmgrf migrants from
and east, a quiet, thrifty and mdnsh'lous‘peusn‘%y ﬂ;p
of the Bahak Utér are cixeﬂ owned by Bodlas, Wattus and
other Musalméns from the north and west and cultw 5
the same class, most of them bad managers and inferior ml{lvwon
extravagant habits. There are nine times as many tenants as proprietors,
but only 8 per cent. of the total cultivated area was held by tena F1

ts of occu proprietor owns on the a 501 a
:131:1 l};'a;;yhlmself, while the average mz;eo!:s: tmmd
is 21 acres. One-fifth of the cultivated arca is sown with |

oilseeds for the rabi, and the remainder produces chief
pulses in the kharif l[mthmhdfth&toﬂ&mk

assessment of the
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sions, but the l[uaalman owners of the small blouki! of the

- Utér had found the progressive assessment too much for “had .
several of their blocks to Sikh Jats from the north who weve able to'gff"
~make the land give better returns or to supplement its produce
their savings on the land held by them in their angestral villages. The
es in the south-west part of the tract are prosperous and u\wﬂw
developed ; and there are in the whole belt nearly four times as many
masonry wells as at the lar Settlement ; but the villages in the "., ‘:
Utar are small, poor and ill-developed, and their Musalmén populatlw'.. 4
s still very mlgmtoﬁ. Since the Regular Settlement prices hd#ve . .
rlsgn by nfore than half, and the whole tract has derived benefit from the -
wonderful progress of the town of Féazilki which is situated on its
. border. The proximity of this good market almost makes up for the
inferiority of the soil as compared with that of the Rohi circle. The
total half net pfoduce is now estimated at Rs. 13,000, but the statistics at
" my command when I submitted my Assessment Report were not suffi-
cient to justify so high an estimate, and chiefly because of the t
increase which woulg be imposed on the villages of the Wattuin %ea
‘which alone were at that time subject to revision of assessment, I
roposed to assume Rs. 9,000 as the amount to be spread over the vil-
of the whole tract, and to take as my guide for its distribution over -
the vill an all-round rate of 3 annas per acre on cultivation and
a rate of } anna per acre on culturable waste after deducting one-
fourth. I estimated that this would give on the villages of the Wat-
tudrr Utér an assessment of Rs. 6,600, which would be an increase of
138 per cent. on their former assessment of 2,771, and I did not then
think it safe to take a higher increase than this. When further
‘information became *available, eit was seen. that a higher assessment
nnght fairly be levied, and I was directed by the %‘mancml Com- =
missioner m assessing the villages of the Wattuén Utar to take the
rates proposed as n dy guide, apply them to the areas now ascertained
for each village, and report how much it seemed advisable to take.
- The rates of 3 annas per acre on cultivation and } anna per acre on
ggl’tﬂrabh waste would have given an assessment of Rs. 7,905 on these

. instead of their former assessment of 2771.

e I considered the circumstances of each village separately %

ﬁ n,, n of the and found it quite safe to take the full 1ncrease

assessment ov the Wat- given by the rates, great as it was. Cultiva-
~ tion had more than trebled since the Rﬁ “
tsnd in this part of the tract the increase had not
8 ve assessments. The villages had become well
had improved greatly in ?opula.tmn and resources and -
most all masonr{ wells. The former assessmenta had hen
ses little more t annommal, and :




~

L ~For1;hesamereasonslthou ht it umnecessary to make an
~ éncrease progressive. Aocordmgly the village assessments o ﬁ'te Ww&:ﬁ ik

. ation of the facts that the new assessment would give a decrease in .

* assessments, which
' sanctioned for the Wattuan Utér, buttook into

o . o g aelly e L TN 3 b ) Tl
? 2 - " > A " ’ [~
CE - v ’ - 8 X :* ' 'k‘ ”"- ph Ll Ve >
» e e et e

- Utar, which were announced to and accepted by the ple, amouM |
to 3;78,000 an increase of 189 per cent. on the fa
of 2,771 .

804. The Scttlement of pargana Bahak had been announced for
Rl ey g P yea.r; e;mldmgnwmhlsS'{1 -88, 8o that the tﬁm
‘ ment of the villages in that pargana could not
e ek T, now be revised without the consent of the peo “Fl
' But when I had announced the new assessments and rates of the Wat-+
tudn a, the proprietors of the Bahak pargana, Bodlas, Wattis =
and Sikhs, gave in petitions asking that the remaining six years of their ""
Settlement might be cancelled and a new assessment givén to them
as to the rest of the district. I supported their application and pointed
out that the reassessment of the pargana would probably leave the
total demand much the same as before, so that Government and the
Jadgirddrs who share the revenue of the Fa. would not lose by it,
whlle they and the proprietors would -all be spared the necessity of a.
second enquiry and revision of assessment six years hence. It was highl;
desirable to relieve the villages of the Bahak Utar, some of w cg
were then heavily assessed owing to the increase of cultivation not having
kept with the progressive assessment; while the villages of the
Bm Hitir had improved so much that they would well be able to
pay an enhancement more than sufficient to make up for the decreage in
the Utdr. It was objected by Government that the rates which had
been sanctioned for the assessment of the Wattuin pargana were much . |
lighter than those used at the previous Settlement of pa.rﬁa a Baht'k
and than those adopted by Mr. Purser in the assessment of t ;
of Mamdot, and 1 was directed to compare the new assessmentﬁ g
of the Bahak vxlla.ges with those rates. I pointed out that there were
reasons for considering that Mr. Brandreth’s rates at the Regular Settle-
ment had been too high for the Utér villages, and that it would not be
safe to assess the Bahak Utar at Mr. Purser's Mamdot rates which were
applied to a region with better rainfall, but proposed in consider-

almost all the Utar villages and that they were not entitled to any
decrease until their term of settlement expired, toassess them %
ntgs higher than those calculated for thex%Vattuén villages, which
been kept low because of the great increase 1

My proposal was approved, and with the sanction of (
- the remaining period of six years of the Bahak Settlement
- celled, and I assessed the Bahak Utir villages and annonmd
ere accepted by the people in lieu of their forme

~ assessments. Inoted the amount whxeh would have baendug :

_ of each village, its former assessment and its genera
~ thé Wattu inmmwmldhsvoglmm'
"sllmdatmtenmlddhv




. 3N : ¥ .( m ) P w~., V»

ment of 1880-81, and of 28 per cent.on Rs. 5,581, wlnch would ha ?
beén the demand of 1881-82 according to the old Settlement. G
- The result for the whole Utér tract is as follows :—

"

W
IMCREASE OR Dmul
PER CENT.,
: Formpr |Assessment): ,. ... | s comparep wrrh
Pargana, No. of | 4 gsess- by ment an
‘ Villages,| “ " [anctioned |\ =8
o . i _ | Rormer xqsemsment,
C e i. ment. | @t Rates.
& A Rs. Rs. Rs.
Wattudn ... 35 2,771 7,905 8,000 + 189 + 1
Bahak ... » 5581 | © 8014 4275 | —93| 4+ 43
Total Utér ... 58 8,352 10,919 12,275 + 47 + 12
THE HITAR.

- 805. The Hitér assessment circle comprises 62 villages in a strip along
; the Satla,], subject more or less to the action of
of%]:u‘tki&lttiﬁt The classes 410 river and largely dependent for their culti-
*  vation on the annual floods. The cultivation is
of three distinct kinds: (1) lands out of reach of the action of the
river, cultivated with the aid of the local rainfall alone (bdrdni);
(2) lands flooded by the river, cultivated with the aid of the moisture
left by the ﬁoods after* they hawe subsided (rez); (3) lands within
reach of wells or jhaldrs and ordinarily irrigated from them, whether =
they have been ffooded or not (chdhi). As the floods are so vanable, the
area under cultivation varieg very much from year to year. The areas
have been returned as follows :—

S ———————

e . Lately
.} | Cultivated. e don Y Total.

} By Revvenue Survey of 1878~79 23300 | 4,025 27,325

eemmmsum y of 1880 . 95,147 4,208 29,355
;; Survey of 1881 ... | 26,196 3,908 30,104

W Settlement Survey on which "'.»L estimates for assess- |
w“moalmﬂat?dwasmadem 1880 ; but #sthe river had made =

! ‘eyedmtheBabl '
rated the resu tsmthe’ A

ed Settlement Record,
10 acrashadwtucﬂyhaenmlnvated at some

g the five or six years ig the Survey, andt -
‘ ;_5-76. S'NM acres m_ Nbuned as actually, f




O

of this \xm
ey Chpmpbgin
the areas eqhmatad by me as

Q%o }

the average :—
Irrigated t
from wells| Irriga Lately :
; and by ho‘x .b! M i
¢ . -
By Setilement Survey 1880 .. o.seo 18868 | 1890 | 4,208 .au :
Avitigs soss protusiag aeip 0 =] ‘wso]” Vses)::mme ‘.I.'Z u,ouo
I have thus estimated that litt!é more than half°the area returned
as under cultivation produces a crop on an_av of years, and that a
considerable a.rea netnmed as ordinarily cultivated with the aid of floods

years left uncnlnvated or sown with the aid of the

is on an av
local rainfall ne. The number of wells used for u'ngahon was re-
turned in 1880 as 286, of which 217 were pakka and 69 kachcha ;
but in 1881 the number was returned asiollows o &
Pakka | Kach » |
wells, | 'elh.w J'Inl‘n. Total.
L | ¥ %
In use R e
Out of use oos | . o8 7 64
270 99 [ ' 6 | 878

Sothatabontaommmmmed as the average area
to a well, and I have estimated that on an av

acres are actually irrigated by each well (in 1881-8
- on the average 25 acres.)

X |

806. Tenants hold in this circle 18,106 m,andof thil uu
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Tbegem:dmlem thucn:clem to take as rent one-fourth of the gros
ﬂ";ﬂ; roduce on lands i from wells and one-third on fl lands.
mw)ﬁu well-lands pay one-fifth and flooded lands one—f’
ht the landlord is entltled to an allowance of green fodder bewh!.
‘and it may be fairly estimated that half the netproduce equals one-
eighth of the produce of well-lands, one-sixth of that of flooded lands,
and one-tenth of the gross produce of unirrigated lands. If these rates
be applwd to the estimate of the average gross produce they give the
following result :—

.
o .

Estimated e %‘

Class of §.% o average |Share representing £ half net

- .Cultxvshon. gr;:;gro- half net produce. 5 produ::.
Well-land ... .| 67,000 |One-eighth ... 8375
Flooded land wee ] 73,000 | One-sixth 12,166
Unirrigated land 12,000 | One-tenth 1,200
Total -~ ... 1,52,000 21,741

According to this estimate the average half net produce of the cul-
tivated land amounts to Rs. 21,741. The culturable waste is still 38 per
cent. of the total area of the circle, and brings in a considerable income'
In 1880 grazing-fees , were levied amounting to Rs. 470 and fees
for cutting sarr grass amowifted to Rs 397. Allowing for this
and other. indirect income from the waste, the estimate of the
half net produce may well be raised to Rs. 22,500.

&ﬁm& > m&zlhem?ﬁmmﬁod{edat&e

h'nuxingtn m Regular ement of this tract y officers

e engnfed in assessing similar tracts in the
ndghbaurhood h;ve been ollows —

RATR PER ACRE ON

>4

irrigated
lands,
Lately aban
Culturable waste




Faficany

Mr. Oliver'’s Wattudn rates ... ekl R

Mr. Brandreth’s Bahak rates AR LS e
Mr. Purser's Mamdot rates ... i RS !&000

~ Mr. Purser’s Dipilpur rates . | e 24,000 |
Bahiwalpur rates 40000

€ 808 Thesoxlof the th&re: bgenemlly fémle ghen th .
moisten ut in some places deposits o river-
L = sand have made it almost barren, and in others
ok A A R
ce is never very one ci
to produce anything but very poor ¢rops, except mﬁne ho{lo
receive the drainage of the surrounding er ground. Onltwmou is
chiefly d‘pendent on the annual floods ofthe Satlaj caused by the
meltmgo the snows on the far Himélaya and by the rainfall on the
The old channels of the river which intersect the tract
mgtheﬂoodsfar inland, and at various times attempts have been
to connect several of them into- & sort of inundation canal.
Water is sweet and everywhere near the surface, and irrigation from
wells is extensively vk At the beginning of, the century there
were only 12 i itedwllagesnndnowthmmwmostoftham

small and not well established, thous:m
Population was returned at 14,372 t 1855, Lg
18,727 in 1881, an increase of 8 per cent. since 1868 a.nd the deml

is mow 195 to the square mile. The* inhabitants are chiefly
miéns, who are fairly industrious but wanting in thnﬁ,
pnetoraofthalandmmostly Wattus, Bodlas and Chisht
often extravagant and bad managers. There are four txmesas _
temnts as proprietors, and only 7 per cent. of the cultivated a
egoccupancy tenants, manytommh having at lettlemoﬂ‘
ish occupancy rights, Afmprm owns on a
5 acres, but himself cultivates only 11 acres ; while a tenant’s h
averages 10 acres. Three-fourths of the cultivation is for the

harvest, chiefly wheat, while jawir is the staple kharif crop,
liulehndmculhvswdmthmm mou,omommdqﬂaw’

%
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ofknd, andotumea theraﬁadbeenm di
e revenue. The number of pakka wells had almw
donbled last Settlement and the arvea irrigated from wells
~had neu'!y doubled. Cultivation had increased 33 vper cent, but
during the last few years owing to the neglect of the flood-channels
the area irrigated by sfloods had fallen off, especially
in the southswest part of the tract. On tie whole the people are
fairly well off. Prices have nearly doubled owing to the great
* of the neighbouring mart of Féleké. and the opening of the mwf
across the river. Half the net produce is now estimated to be
Rs. 22,500; but at the time of my first proposals the information was
not so comp late and although I estimated the average half net produce
at RBs. 22 000 I t in consideration of the variable character
of the produce an the improvidence of the people the assessment
should be Rs. 20,000 if the tract were given a fixed assessment, and
that the assessment rates to guide me in distributing it over the
villages should be thirteen annas per acre on irrigated and flooded lands,
two annas per acre on ted and lately abandoned lands, and half an
anna per acre on the culturable waste after exempting one-third. I
did not propose to have a hfglbr rate for lands irmgated from wells,
for it seemed to me that the higher gross produce on well-lands than
on flooded lands wes little more than was necessary to make up for
the greater expense of cultivation and irrigation, and that the ave
net produce on well-lands was not much more than on flooded lal:ﬁ
the excess being barely sufficient to meet the interest on the ca 1ta.l
expended on the well. , 1 was directed, however, to follow the course
usually ld(l;ged in  the neighbourhood, and to assess the wells on the
average at Rs. 6 in addition to my proposed assessment of Rs. 20,000,
harging slightly higher rates in the best cultivated villages where
s are realised froxs the culnvaiixon of tobacco and vegetables and
crops, and assessing less than the ave on the poorer
in the sou& of the tract, which are distant fror:xgethe river and
. where the floods often fail or where the wells have little kharif culti-
vation. My other rates were accepted. They were founded partly
ﬂu maument rates adgptod in this and neighbouring tracts
VIO partly on the estimate of average half
mmtelv glva mtes as follows :—

Area returned

o| ot produce. |* FEEENEt)” peraere

o

| ’* ‘ —I0.0(M




Welllands b R e
Flooded lands | 13geo §| 18 aunes | % 19,238 §
: nirriga 2,531 PR
“ " Lately abandoned 39085, * *. b 804
e Oulmmblewaste after de- é b
ducting one-third 14,851 } anna. 464
* Totalonland ... Rs 20496 .
A 311 welhatBn.G.perwell sbe, Ao 1,303
Total cstimated assessment, .. Rs. zz,aos
5
809. Although in the end the of the was put
. gh under ﬂuchntmgm MM I?mm %
e Chak Bitér. The distrl-  to assess the villages as would have beer
L e R viliage et assessed had the demand Been fixed; and after
By several m-pechons of the villages,
a final tour in March 1882 which I again i
, I assessed

By o n]hge-ndalmoeteva'ywellmtbeﬁxth
amounts exactly Rs. 22,000. I found
mg’g&hem&w nomeofmvxlhgu
“oﬂthnn

lndthevallagugewﬂ) were in a
hand,mthamthofchM

":m
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Settlement, the action of the river, and the increas Mo in théir
ssessment under the alluvion rules had been hght Whﬂe the diminu- -
tion of measment under the diluvion rules had been iently
anﬂhgeswhlchhadlostland. It was th |
were distant from the river which had suffered. At the Regula ‘
ment they had been freguently flooded by the Padi Nala and its
. branches, percolation from which kept up the level of the water in their
wells. Smoe then the river had receded towards the other side, the
- Padi Nila Jad latterly been neglected, anddthe level of the water im
&ewellshadmnksolowthat.onl a small area could be irrigated from
each well, a thick unpermeable stratum generally preventing the cul-
tivators (who-have not yet learned how to pleroe it) g')o sinking their
wells deeper so ag bota.pasouroeofpermanentsuppg Manyvxlhgea
hadbaemuvedﬁomrmnby the imperfect system of fluctua
ment introduced by Mr. Oliver, but many others which had not been
admitted to its benefits had been for some years very heavily assessed
gnd were now in a critical condition. In distributing the assessment
of Rs. 22,000, T reduced the demand on such villages, and increased,
it on the immediately bordering the river and on those villages
in the north of the tract which were in a prosperous condition and had
lu'go mcmeued thexr area of i ion from pakka wells.

wells and the land urngated from them I

m wj little dxﬁcul In the north of the tract, where
were good with plenty of water, irri ala.rgeareaof
kﬁhhnd.lmedthematmtea approac s rate of
Rs. 12 per well in the neighbouring tract of dot ; to the south in
the vi distant from the rivér, where the level of the water had
sunk the. supply in the wells was very scanty, T assessed them as

w as Rs. 4 or Rs. 5 per well. But in assessing the flooded land, I
: _ the area ﬂoodep;r ad cultivated varied so much from year to year

- that it was very difficult to make an estimate of a fair av assess-
ent. In many willages, snch as Salemshih and others ent

chiefly on the Padi Nila, a very mformerl; cultivated

- to the failure of floods, been out of cultivation for several years,

did not, seem expedient to assess it as culturable waste only, for &

ange in the direction of the river or some little improvement
Nila might at any time convert it into fertile cultivated
of the changes which bad taken place in
.'  river during the previous twenty years, I should have
uctant to announce some of m assessments as fixed
thoutaome viding that on a
ven in the f

.ﬁyyehtwoul not g

aﬁnddnmdfor

ﬂ-
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which are nmdmnver a.ndtherefomtolembl suraofw
g mmlyﬂooded. ; .

The result is as follows :— - ’ \ ~ m
Total assessment of the Regular Settlement o ias DA 19.8”‘ .
Assessment of 1881-82 o, . V1,454
: e i
Assessment contemplated by the Financial CommisSioner.... e L M
Assessment by sanctioned revenue-rates of the circle ... e > ¢ T
o Total of assessments actually distributed bR AL v 22,000 ,‘.""
This gives an increase of 7 per cent. on the fall assessment of the

Regular Settlement and of 26 per cent. on the .assessment of 1881-82.
The village assessments were not announced to those vill which
were pla,ced under fluctuating assessment, but they hwve been recorded
in the village note-books as the estimate made in 1882 of the average

assessment payable by each village in its then condition.

310. The results for the whole dlsmct may be summed up as
follows ; but- it must be remembered tha.t a
.number of vil in the Nali and Hitdr
Chaks were ultimately placed under fluctuating
assessment, so that the totals for those two circles are only estimates of
what their assessment would have been had it all been fixed.

‘ Summary of results for
the whole district.

L) g !
g kS é as INCREASE GR DE-
g 8 2 CREASE PER CENT.
2 eg g £ 8 . § oN
e e 3 . 23 s kiig
- £3 % | £°2 .3 = s &
Assessment Circle — s B =P § b O - - g. ,-g
« g 52 + : SE 2 E 'g - r A g 'g g g
< Ea B 2 =
s 1 . @ C-
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.
“1.[ o 15,221 23,000 20,284 20,003 4,782 | 481 | =18 | =1
Rohi ssi 86,767 | 1,75,000 | 1,48,804 | 1,66.660 69,793 | 481 | —11 | 4 4
| Uthr 8,352 | 13,000 | 10919 | 12276 3023 | +a47 | — 5 | *13 °
i «Hitdr ot 17,464 22,600 22,362 22,000 4546 { 426 | — 2 -0
i ) - W
t Total of the distriet; 1.03.106 | 3,00,600 | 2,70,326 | 2,83.838 90,782 | +47| — 8 0:;
/);4 u‘h‘ﬂ 8"‘.‘ e ”,993 arsane LELRTE 1,‘0.8“ l7.m *lo PEONIE ) m .‘\.
o ‘: ” Dﬁb'.‘i . “'114 B TR e 78,8“ 88.”1 ¥ 4’7‘ wee P 0
X ” Fuﬂh P “ m eraun T 9‘,“0 4 ”,“1 ; ¥ "h...' ‘.'._ i

The assessment of the whole dlsmct'hu thus been Mmed' “

Rs. 90,732 or 47 per cent. and there is an increase in every tahsfl
. dn every assessment circle. The total assessment
given by the sanctioned rates, but is 8
- present estimate of half the av
- the half net produce in_every
~ certainly a light one, and
th case for tvo

the amount

the people

erag‘enetpundnqq,

iy 2 per ¢
pe;".
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of 47 per cent. on the whole district, and es{)ecia,lly that of 81 per dent. ,
on the great Rohi tract, whose assessment is lightest of all, will probably
be accepted as sufficient for this Settlement ; and it seems to be the
best policy in a district so backward as Sirsa to be content with this .
. considerable increase for the present, to encourage the further develop-
ment of the district by a light assessment, and to look forward to
another. large increase of Yevenue at the expiry of the term of Settlement.
The position of the district, stretching as 1t does in a long narrow
strip between the Sikh States and those ¢f Rajputana, a%'ords dn
' ‘additional feason for leniency of assessment, for it forms a sort of safety-
valve for the escape of those on whom the burden of Native rule
presses too heavily; and there can be little doubt that the inferior
classes in Blkéner have greatly benefitted from the proximity of a
lightly assessed &nd well governed tract to which they could escape
from the pressure of misrule or over-assessment ; so that the revenue
demand in the Sirsd Rohi must form a sort of standard for the demand
in the adjoining Native States, and a low demand in Sirsd will benefit
the peasantry not only of that district, but of the Pattiila and Bikaner
States. In both States Settlement operations have been recently in
progress, and the assessing officers have taken the Sirsi rates into
account when framing their new assessments. | '
311. Ihavealready in paragraph 49 given an account of the cesses
L s iy *» realisable on the land-revenue. Under general
©

, instructions .a cess of % per cent. for District
Post was added and the cesses annouficed were—

W —

*

Ce;s . Per cent. on the land-
i revenue, I
: Rs,
Headman’s allowance i B 5 .
Patwiri’s allowance 6}
. Local rate 7l 81
. School 1 s
~ Road 1
e ._Total cesses ... ¢ 22,1
L)

- For convenience of calculation on the individual holdings this was
taken as 3} annas per ruped. Since Settlement the Local Rate, School
‘Road and Post cesses have by the District Boards Act been consolidated
into one rate of 103 per cent, but the total is the same as before,

sides these cessés, the p ts have to pay the village watchmen,

wnd fhe tes Ks. 17,450 or about 6 percent. on the land--
. and the village messengers, whose S reatin a
0 or 2 per cen ;‘whﬂqthoimw;mm%? T “rbﬂﬂt |

g

stationery for thy patwdri and the ‘repairs of his
to 5 per cent. mthq_mment;wthgtit_ﬁgy il

ST e S
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‘'be said that the cesses and dues of ‘all kinds payal 4k ' by
sants in addition to the hnd—revenue amount to t
the land-revenue demand, and swallow u%a oqnsid )
the half net its of cultivation whic ppnsed '
peasants. And this forms a strong additional reason for keepmg tho
assessment low.
312. It was desxrable in this treeltehss ﬁtnct ;o afford
ment to the of trees.
s e ingly :ﬁ .npa.ll vg, l‘::ged here and thw |
ear village omesteadswmleﬂ;ﬁ%eofm |
ment, but they were mostly situated on land the assessment of w
would not in any case have exceeded a few annas, and it was en nough t
ve the planter of them a oommendatoxy certificate fof" his exertwna
gr the common good. The fruit en at Dhanir<and one or two
others.near Sirsi were sufficiently remunerative to require no help by
“E of a remission of assessment, and were therefore assessed at the

rates for land irrigated from wells.” Therewerep yﬁve
dens in the whole dxstnct (one at Otu and four in the Hitdr), .on °
it seemed n to rémit the assessment, as they were
unremunerative. { l{o ve the owners of these fi
g certificates entitling themto d the land ﬁ'eeofauemmentforthe 1
term of Settlement, so long as it is not-cleared of trees and brought under
cultivation. The amount of revenue rémitted on them 18 es&l—
mated at only Rs. 32.
Acoord:.ng to the general rules in force in the Panj jéb it was. naoct-
t a remission of revepue on all hmsonry wells which U
masgxthm the previous twenty,years, and-at the same time. i‘
‘ enquu'ed into the rights in land we took care to enquire re
each well when it had been made, and I granted to each “well wlnch
been made within twenty years a protective certificate entitling it, up to
‘the expiry of the twenty-year period, to exemption from the nseum&t \
charged on the well, or on the land so far as that was due to its i /
or, on the Satlaj, to an exemption of half the total assessment on %
well and the land attached toit. The results were u‘follown, et

« the assessments as they would have been if fixed : —
W

-

Circle,

W TOTAL NUMBER OF WELLS |
N . . | axD smALARS UsED FOR |

TR | IRRIGATION, ]

U2 gty © Possemmen |
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This gives an average remission of nearly Rs. 10 per
wells in the dzstnct used for irrigation,
m fewer thau 212 have been made within the last twenty years,

.be seen that of the 832 masonry

.

well. I’ﬁ"m. :

~ 813. There are in the district only two jdgirs r large ents
4 of revenue. One of these consists of seven -
Dot 4 revenuedree yillages in the Dabwili Rohi on the sortheat

“border with a total revenue of Rs. 3,455, the

ln.rgest village being Didd with an assessment of Rs. 1,025. The whole

of this revenue is asmgned to the Shahid Sardér of Shahzé.d

: Ambila
ug the

;held b the
they
now no jurisdiction over the villages.
whole ﬁa.ha.k pargana,

Rs. 10,705, of which Rs. 5 are remitted on
On wells under

emtemal
dpur S

in the

ict; but it is realised through the tahsil and rexmttedto him
De; puty Commissioner of Ambala. and he has no power to
ments of the v1llag&n.
ids when we annexed the country, and

ve been allowed to draw the land-revenue ever since, but have
- Thv::l other jdgir is that of the
of 40

The wera

with an assessment of
ens and Rs. 1,010 deferred

rotective certificate, leaving Rs. 9,690 as the present - value

en the pargana was annexed from Mamdot in 1855 it was
found tha.t t.he land-revenue was shared in the following proportions :—

-

Jigirdar. Annas per Rupee.
EQW?B of Mamdot . . 12
* Bhii of Arnauli | 2
Wi of Jhumba L 1
Bodlas of Bahak i i . 1
Total 16 1

mdtheJ

ég'u'dtm were allowed to continue to draw the revenue in these

ions. When Mamdot itself was annexed, the Government of India
m 1864 ordered thatene-third of the Nawab’s income should be levied for

of managem
::g Jhumba, who as

ent and collection ; and the Sikh Bhais of Arnauli
protected cis-Satlaj States had been bound to render

mto the British Government, had that.service commuted under the *
1 orders of 1852 into a payment of two annas in the rupee on the
revenue useased on their lands. Thus the revenue of the whole of

m&h&k nowshmdasfollowu (in annas per ng)—-

Ongmal

= el
F
-

Cpaable 1o [Balance dueto
(ﬁ‘vemment. Jigirdér. |

4

44
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R S L




¢

hold their plots revenue-ﬁ'ee for ree lives. Thexr num mm a& one
time have bee: iderable, but they are now uall ;hplhm on ;
decease of the life, and are assessed to land- venueast,heymm

A few small plots had been granted revenue-free for the maintenance
of shrines and are still held free of assessment’ on condition of keepir
up the shrine. Some twenty plots, chiefly in the Fizilkd Hitdr, were
tg-hrmn;ed revenue-free for life for service i the Mutiny, most of

of a well or two wells valued at Rs. 30 each. ‘Altogetw
including the two jégirs,.the number of revenue-free holdings 1s now
157, of which 12 are held in perpetuity or for the maintenance of shrines
and 145 are held for life or lives, apd the total amount of" land-mvaﬁm

remittéd on them is Rs. 17,873 as"follows —
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Tahsil Sirsé - ... MR B e
( » - Dabwali ... TR
o R Sl TR o MRS B THE
| TomlBs ¥ 1788 B

814. At the present Settlement an allbwahoe of . 1 cent.
e Py was made out of the 1a.nd~revenue due_ to

A Government to the newly n.ppom'l‘ed zaildirs,
and a deduction of Rs. 2,641 had to be made on this account. ~Afte
wards tlns allowance was increased by indms Or personal gr
amounting to Rs. 694, but sanction ese ts was not received
until after I had made over the accounts to the Deputy Commmxbner
and accordingly he was left to deduct them from ins revenue-roll,
The amonnt which would have been realisable in 1882-83 the first
mm the new Settlement, if all the vxllagu had beén given a fixed
etﬁ, would have been as follows :— =

‘ nd nnmfm lu;!diup
rs’ 1 ”I" din. ullonm

SR —
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de for the allowances to zaildirs, leaving a IBWDM‘P of
' !,881“58 The revenue-roll of 1881-82 was Rs. 1,75,257 land- *

revenue and Rs. 2764 commutation, total Rs. 178021; so that had
the whole land-’revenue bheen fixed, the re-a.ssessment would have

resulted in an increase to the Government revenuetroll of Rs. 85 132

or 48 per cent., while before the commencement of Settlement an

ma'egoe of only Rs. 60,000, was expected.
5. Shortly before the commencement of Settlement operations in
; irsa, the attention of the Government of India
; w:;m; u;ﬂﬁg’;;;n:f ad been directed to'the " hardship caused to
the peasants in tracts whose produce is very
variable, by the inelasticify of the ordinary system of a fixed average
assessment ofyland-revenue payable alike in . gooﬁ or bad years, and
I was instructed sto consider .whethér it would not be desirable to
introduce in Sirsé a system of ,collecting the land-revenue so that
the demand should vary with the nature of the seasons. It was
not the first time that the question had been mooted in Sirsé.
When the tract came tnder British rule it was found that the
native rulers almost everywheres collected their “dues “in kind by
taking a definite, share of the actudl produce of each harvest;
and even where, as in x villages under the Raja. of Bikéner, the State
levied its dues in cash, the assessment was not a fixed one for the whole
village or township, but was assessed at so much per plough and so
ﬂp from yearto year with the number of cultivators and the
of cultivation. The first British Officers at once abolished the
system of levying revenue in kind, and substituted for it a
4‘ keﬂ cash assessment, each village or towuship  bein leased to its
cultivators at so maﬁiru pees per annum for a short period of years. In
1838, when oresby made this change in the newly annexed
Bly Tract, he expenenoed gteat difficulty in persuading the peasants to
give up their system of t‘nymg revenue in kind for ours. of taking i
mmh.uthe feared that in seasons of poor harvest or low prices
% would be unable to pay the fixed cash assessment. Their fears
)m(nﬁod by the experience of the next fifteen years, during which .-
: mm t a fourth of the State’s nominal dema.m{hndto betenﬁtted,
-cash assessment of each township was simply a maximum
oouldnatbeexoeédedmgood years, butu;badyemmnevarl. ‘
ned. The officers of Government roughly a the erop, levied
’yi\hgaumuchasthey thought it cou fromthegodn i R
vest, and remitted the rest of the nominal demand.” In 1888
) ",;pomted'out that the vil of this district, ax
d by the Ghaggar, could never pay the rev
‘except 1n unusually good seasons, and that
uestion to reduce the demand so low that




the villages could ordinarily pay, andaomuchaf
- could be got out of them. p:“., ern

tA- L e

of Revenue expressed doubts as to whether in a M |
cumstanced the system of fixed assessment by L term o
years should be maintained where the Settlement _contract was thw
systematically broken, and whether it would not. be better in all cases
in which the revenue was not pmdwmﬁllﬁlhpl the Settleme
and manage villages in future in some’other manner. Bt

gmn ap 40 have been taken on this. suggauti‘bm In 186!-.

Thomason, t-Governor, objected to the -

system on which the revenue had -been- gollected + as at m :

with our established principles of revenue administration, and directed
that, the assessment of each township should be fixed at the fair
produce of the lands, suchast.hqpéopl’émxghthopetq be able to pay
with ordinary “pruderce mad:'y Inverybndae\oonspartof
the demand might be suspen fqrposmble recovery in future year
but if an unusugﬂ ‘season occurred when there wasno balance, |
m):le should be without stinf or’ tothgenﬁ tofw)ﬂ

good fortune had givep them. J
memefn;mmade and woiked omt.lmmﬁ.ee ip ‘tedin upon the

e with great succéss. Sgspmmonswere gran Jbad years
but, the amount of reyenue assesséd on-each yg'nn aC 0
or later, and the remissions of -revenue d

t revision of assessment. avengedfm'

1 cent. of thedeman
816. Inaome

5

assessed by Captain ﬁ:qearofmu
igher floods than umd gave it i
yillages would be 1 to pay t
rood years. “He %areﬁrel’mﬁmﬂ
ge ,ofthemmembjectthn

-
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on ‘the river would be increased or diminished when the extent o iy
their arable land was actually changed by the action of the river. But
n# the commencement of the Regular Settlement it was
hat owing ‘to changes in the area flooded by the river a number
3!' ‘the villagés in the Satlaj Hitar could not go on’ paying their fixed
assessment, and Mr, Oliver introduced a system of fluctuating assessment
in those villages whwhofin mnetom consented to the change. A
@w villages an the Ghaj were admitted to a.jmyla.rsgm m, and
und that

the commencement ttlement operations in_ 1879 we
: .*m 8 vil in the Gh: valley and in 43 6f ghe 62 villages in the
Satlaj Hitar the assessment fluctuited more or less with-the cultivation
of tlie year. But the 8 on which the ‘assessment was calculated
was very ect and one-sided. _The lands which at Settlement had
been : as sultivated with the aid of floods were- measured every
year, ‘and the ussesgment was remtted on so ‘much of the area as had
not benl'wl{wgte&' for the year, bt no assgssmént was charged on
ugw land~ Sett emen.t and the assessment on lands which
“from wells, 6t “Settlement was not- rethitted, ¢ even
when the ﬁell fallen in and'the land had laid uncultivated for years,
AS’ mgbt have been sofhe dsﬁiculty obtaining sanction to this
fluctuating assessment, th Mge expedient had been adopt-
cb?ea &s due" to -alluvion and diluvion ; thus
and | ut flooded and cultivated this year would
ol keﬁ' as allnmon and land cultivated last year'but not floeded
101 oufhuted thmyearwouldbe returned as diluvion. - The system,
 irregularly. hhdlmp&rfeo{andun a)mltdapmtaon,
n'the means of sdvingh n berofvlllages 'youl&oﬂ!ermae
y have broken down ; dn aomehf])agea dlgmmatadwh;ch
ot been admitted to its bepefits had found m \
fixed dssessments. * As undér this one-snded angemen
’ O!Nhge mxglm leed-b\lt« could hardl:
nndm'thef m the assessment of the *8, vi
| &om*B.l. 2,306 at Settlement, te
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of the other belts be added, it may be md that fi
ofthe district is bey: ondthereachof
the nnderground mter-level so far beneath the ‘sur
from wells1s almost impossible, so that the wholg -
in this area is dependent on a rainfall ex
amount and dmbutmn and av h’ tha.n
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.qsm would perhaps be the fairest and the best suited to a trag
whose produce is so precarious; but it gives so many o ities
| oppression that a reversion to it could hardly be Jnstaﬂod,
MW of cash assessment had been actua.lly njurious
peasar Yu in the case of individpal whose
ors We exceptw ly thriftless or unfortunate. Nor did it
dvisable to revert, to the system which prevailed in Sn'sé before
gular. Settlement, of 'h;. e . ving a mugnll;:} demand re;hsa&bleh in
good ving “it gﬁ"xgmls to decide how
should ; r&mttadm bad years. #The 1 ‘on_which®

'80. f- e cultivation de dsmojmtnbn 80 OV&‘W
villages- that it w«mld.,ha.ve?en‘_ _'blf:’pl.;}ilho‘g:ggaply e of

."%q

has dmost noné. ‘Such a systa
) it th n, and exceplt& thnt, t.hp
w e peasants wou | ty \
1 be dém&nded fndm them, eaeh 1%& ch

\Qm the Jand-rev T % Jémch ship
M’tmawehgegmomww | . Incres

-

s of years good %bﬂd

of“tq aeneS.an 3
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&uob,)whm’ mthstthélr anament would so. ﬂuctumfmu r
year that they would not know beforehand h ‘they 3""
top]u\d d be at the mercy of the officials. | This ub ion they
summed up in the word kachcha, and the ged i :
ment havever heavy. I explained that un } '
be no more uncertainty than was imposed
‘weather, forsmanwwldknow.fo;oerwnﬂntxﬁ
had been unable to gow his field he'would have to
,xttbathqrvest.andcnanwho oowhn" e}dw
that ‘he-eotild 1ot be chagged di it me er thin 't
in

3"““4‘"" Tiey-absewedmm,

mwﬁingnh pgy, and that ﬂw‘ mgtmt

“ gl;wt the ﬁﬂds%nf 'l'hey bi;.‘fteo?nm o :
fixed assessment generdlly m P h e
Yﬁsmgzodmm thie Pmﬁkd‘ 5 o
EEroR
cash assessments. The ‘tenants erally~pa¥ ave; ~, 

Memmm.b.en.mm <
mammm.mnm gt gt s
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kept Mtﬁmm debt, and enabled them when m re-

# ve the full benefit of them at the same
time pay up their arrears of revenue so that no loss would have
been caused to the *State. It seemed to me that wander the existing
theory of fited average assessments, the burden of proof was " on the
wrong side, and before a village couldubtamasuspennon of its demand
it was necessary fw it to produce eviderice of its need sufficient to satisfy

xb thd Do ty Commissioner, but'the Commissioner also,_'and that,

)f“ enoebould e gathered andsput before the. e
'aibmmpm[fet , the machinery for -the collection of the i aent
of revenue was put in _motion and unnecessary ;hardship the
' ﬁlq y were triiggling with the- difficulties cansed by the

ure of the re urged that t.he‘Dcputg Commissioner
should be glvn‘luﬁmdty d the revenue of any village without
the delay necessary to obtain the previous sanction “of the Commissioner,
and ‘he should before all‘:)ll e tMectwn of any",mstalmont
sntu@' y himself regarding e “district that it wasin a
position to pay the revenheeagbmthout undue banmx I recommended

ve bon&enedby Government to introduce what.js known.

“the o ” of collection, under which the Deputy Commissioner
mmhgeareomuchashe-thmksthenllnge
. utly pay buimnst h:::w ons thatin the ooumeof
: of ‘ter éxactly the amount given
1e * fixe ,M meiﬁ)en " neither mére nor less Under the .
ary . systen: m g;endmg revenue shares in all the

o

psses of bad years, but when balance against the village,
ot sha _pthbpnﬁtlafn syear by ledmngmenuemadvm :
he' eycle, syst : this to be done, and qompeltho

votl yéars o save against future bad
' the nven.rb in advance. Without this, ex
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arrears, especially if in spxte of the return of fair it had been
found d1ﬂicult to recover suspended revenue, or if the village seemed
weak or unable conveniently to pay an ave ent in all years;

and this might b found to be the case in vil where the proprietors
take their rentsblg kind A condmon to the fo,lll?:mg effect was accord-
ingly inserted in the tenders of engagement taken®from the headmen
of the upland villages. “We agree to the tondition that if at any time
the revenue of our village fall into arrears, Government shall thereafter
* up to the end of the term of Settlement and unth a new Settlement is made,
be at liberty to realise annually less or more than the demand above-
stated, wlth re, to the, naxure of the harvest and the condition
of the vill t so that at the end of every ten years the amount
realised s lexactly equal ten years' assessment-at thé above annual
sum, with no balance on either side.” The cycle System of collection
can only be introduced in the case of a vill which has fallen into
arrears, and the sanction  of: the Financial Commissicner will be
necessary before it is put in operation.
321. The circumstances of the Satlaj thé.r are exactly mmdar
The Hitdr. Fluctnat- to those of the Bmps of land Blmlhl'

ing ‘assessment intro- along the Panjab rivers and hke it mt
duced. | for their cultivation on the annual

In several other districts experience had shown that the cultiva-
tmn in such tracts is so variable that ordinary peasants < cannot. go

- year after year a fixed av assessment, and an ¢

to realise the land-revenue in this way resulfed in much

to villages which for a series of years ﬁuled to get favourable ﬂoods.
- It had been generall K agreed therexperiencéd revenue officers of the
Panjib that in suc e land:revenue should be collected on a
system which should. make it flietuate directly-in “propo xﬁ‘on to
produce of -each hpvm In the Sirsi Hitér also experience pointed
to the same conclugion. The system of fixed average assessmenww

fo. a cha.nge in the set of the river broken down in some

and we found an 1m rfect system of ﬂuctua.tmg assessment in
mMof!:he 62 vi in the Satlaj Hitér. Theﬂoodshnd&or
tuated so grea.tly of recent years and seemed likely to fluctuate
80 greatly in : thatttwaelm ible to frame & satisfactory esti-
. mate of what W e net profits. Rents are almost

universally iaken o that the income of #he proprietors fluc-
iuatesdlreci_;lywith each harvest, and thus smd
« fluctuating assessment;, with the prevaiking e ‘

than would a system of fixed ave
ﬁm‘t, talked . t,he matter oVer: wit
almost unanimously mfnvan"
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the matter over with the peasants at Fizilki. At first the people
were almost unanimously in favour of a fluctuating assessment ; then °
they changed their minds and asked for a fixed assessment, the chief
reason perhaps being that they were alarmed at the high sound of the
rates, which they compared with the average ratesfof the fixed assess-
ment of their own wllages at the Regular Settlement and of the vil
across the river in Montgoinery. ain, after discussing the question
with the Settlement Commissioner, the headmen all in a body and
spontaneously gave in a petition asking for a fluctuating assessmeng
- on principles which have been embodied, almiost as they put them, in
the system ultimately sanctioned. When the Financial Commissioner
(Mr.” Lyall) came round on tour a few months after, they again com-
bined to demmnd a fixed assessment, and some modifications were
made in the rulss and rates in order to meet their objections. I
was strongly impressed by their prejudice against the system of
fluctuating assessment, and urged that it should not be forced
on the people without their consent, but that I should be allowed to
announce the assessment of each village as it would be if it were a
fixed average assessment and let the proprietors choose between the
two, on the condition that if at any time a village under fixed assess-
ment ~were to fall into arrears or to ask for fluctuating assessment the
Deputy Commissioner should have the power at once to introduce the
latter system. I was however instructed to require™the gle to
the system of fluctuating assessment for all their la,ntf:
dent for cultivation on the floods of the river, lands beyond the in-
fluence of the river-Hloods being marked off and given a fixed average
assessment calculated om the rates already sunctioned.
322. In amngmg the details of the system of fluctuating assess-
_ TheHitdr. Assessmenton ment, I was guided chiefly by the system which
the land in its uncultivated  had reeentl been putin force in some dis-
aspect. " tréssed vxliages on the'Révi in the Montgomery
district, as modified by Mr. Lyall after some years' é&perience. ,- As there
was some danger that the peasants of the Hitdr, who had only ‘recently
. given up a pastoral for an agricultural life, m1ght allow their land to lie
uncultivated and devote themselves to cattle-breedmg, it was decided
that a low assessment should be put upon wood, grass and the other pro-
ducts of the waste, to be leyied on the land.in i ivated or cultur-
able aspect, whether there be a cro m;gg. "he.direct e produce of the
M to thé proprietors is not very f %hrcle as the grazing
m‘m amounted only to Rs.q{-’n ‘and the income from sale of sarr
, éﬁb indirect income is considerabl®,

of cattle from whose produce
osed a rate varying from hslfan.
veraging § anna pe r acre, and this rate was accepted

‘total area la.wd ander ﬂn Wt
whmh 38,009 were Wm , and
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In distributing the wood and grass assessment I assessed the villages

¢ ab diﬂ'erenthriges ing to the quality of their soil and the advantages
of their position, putting higher rates on those villages whose soil when
uncultivated produces more valuable grass and on those whose soil when
cultivated ordinarily produces better crops of their kind than does that
of other villages.

323. In fixing the rates for ﬂuctua,t‘:ing assessment on crogs
“ The Hitdr. The rates on actually wn it " mpm t to fix simp 9
irrigated crops. ‘rates per bigha, for all the accounts of the ﬁ: :
ha

waris and of the people are made out in bighas,
and if" the rates contained complicated” fractions of an anna per bi
the difficulty of making out “the accounts and understanding them
would be much increased. The principle accepted was that the rates
should amount as nearly as possible to half the net profits of cultivation,
and so on an average of years they should bring in about the same amount
of land-revenue as the fixed average assessment at half net profits would
bring. For a distribution of the estimated average half net profits of
the whole Hitér tract (Rs. 22,000) the rate of 13 annas per acre on irri-
ted lands had been accepted with Rs. 6 per well as an additional cha
is rate was applied to 9,389 acres irrigable from wells and 13,868
acres irrigable by floods, but I have shown reason for estimating that
of this area only 6,000 acres of well-land and 7,500 of flooded lands
actually produce a crop on an average of {):m, so that to bring jn the
same Income on an average the rate to be charged on crops actually
produced would have to be such that applied'to 13,5600 acres it would
produce the same total as would a of 13. annas per acre when
applied to 23257 acres, 4., it would have to be on the average about .
Rs. 1-6 per acre. The staple crop of the Hitar tract is wheat, which
occupies 10,000 of the 16,000 acres annually producing a crop,
and according to the estimates of average gross produce on land
act.}uﬁly producing a erop the average outturn and its average value are
as follows :(— i R

‘ T3
£3
§ E . | Average | Average
o83 'L@ioe (sers | value of
iﬁés per ?w){ ‘grain.
3% R b
sl ik, i
] i - 2 Wil 5.7 V ‘m’ ‘.' B
‘  Landirrigated by wells[ 8 35 | 1218]
: Land irrigated S{ s, 25 910
- Uairrigated o e i o L B
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um.ndone-‘ﬁ&hon unirrigated lands. If half these rates be taken
as representing half the net produce, we have the follomngnmh"
ﬂmamg assessment on wheat (per acre) :—

; Ave;'?ge value Eehl?:;lgm " IResulting rate
produce. | net produce. it

’ -
B . .

Well-lands ... 13 15 | One-eighth. 112

Flooded lands, o/ 10 8 | One-sixth. 112

Unirrigated lands, ... 8 11 | One-tenth. 0 14
It would seem then that a rate of Rs. 1-12 per acre might faxrly

be .charged on all land irrigated by wells or_ which actually
produces a crop of wheat. Allo some for the a.ssessment.
"averaging § anna per acre already c the land in its unculti-
vated aspect, 1 roposedana.ssessmentrateon' i lands of Re. 1
ha, which equals Re. 1-93 per acre. I that there should
ﬁr only one rate for -lands from wells and for lands irrigated by

ri oods, as the greater produce of well-lands is not more than
ean: to compensate for the expenditure on the well and the greater
trouble of workm ‘it, and the amrm net income to the proprietor
from well-lands is much ‘the sam t from flooded lands actually
Eodu a cm as he takes a. larger share of the produce of the
rged that the rates should be applied lemenﬂy, and
that as very oﬁen land actually sown fails to produce a crop alto-
ther or produces only Very hitle grain, the g officer should
to remit the assessment on any field whose produce had
failed entirely and to reduce the rate by galf on any field the pro-
. duce of which is very poor. After consxderable discussion it was
decided that the rate for wheat on well-lands should be fixed at Re. 1-8
- per acre or 15 annas bigha, and on flooded lands at Re. 1-4 per
acre or 12} annas per bg;:a and that the assessing officer should not
be given the power to reduce the rate on poor cropg but should be
wed to it altogether on ﬁelds or, patches on which the crop

hg irely.

1‘ The statistics apd estimates negu'dmg the other
J | commonly grown in the tract were

. discussed, md it was demded that it m m ’




< 8. )

nof so much less than that of wheat as to require a lower rate. The enly
crops regarding which a distinction was made were churdl, masar and
methra which are grown principally for fodder on land newly thrown
up by the river; the land is simply scratched with the plough and a
Iigd'e seed thrown if, and the crop is seldom of much value. ing

ly a lower rate of 12 annas per acre or 7§ annas per bigha was sanction-
ed for these crops. This will also have the effect of giving a lower rate
on land newly brought under cultivation, for it is usual to sow these

erops the first year on new land. It was not thought necessary to make
any further allowance for new cultivation, for when land is *fit to grow °

wheat, it generally produces a cro enough to pay the full rate.
On unirrigated land I have estimated that the half net produce of wheat
is about 14 annas per acre on the land actually producing a crop; but
wheat is comparatively little sown on such land, arfl the usual unirri-
gated crops, bijra and pulses, jawdr, barley and gram could not fau;lg
pay so high a rate. It was accordingly decided that the rate for
crops on unirrigated lands should be § annas per acre or 5 annas
b{gﬁn A small area of land irrigable from wells is sometimes culti-
vated for both harvests in one agricultural year, i.e, when the kharif
crop has been harvested, the land is immediately again sown for the
rabi. In such a case the two crops together are rarely equal to two full
crops, and in order to make allowance for this it was decided that when
land had paid the full rate of Re. 1-8 per acre*for a kharil crop, it
should be charﬁed only the half rate of 12 annas acre for & crop

sown in the following rabi, i.e., for double crops (dofasli) the rate m

be Rs. 2-4 per acre or Re. 1-64 per bigha. To meet the case of new
wells under protective certificate it, was decided that so long as the
certificate lasts, 7.e., until the expiry of 20 years from the date of making
the well, the land irrigated from the well, up to a lifnit of ten acres
each harvest, should be charged only half rates i.e, 12 annas per acre.
This gives a remission of 20 x 20 % 12 annas = Rs. 800, and as
a well in this tract seldom costs more than Rs. 250, the encouragement
offered to improvements by this rule is ample. That a system of flue-

assessment with this proviso does not discourage improvements .

tuating 1

~ is shown by the fact that in the first year after its introduction appli:
cations for advances to make wells to the amount of Rs. 9,000 were
presented, enough to make 30 new wells. ) e |
-. g 4 825. Thus the rules and rates sanction
. The Hitd Summaryof g 4} fuctuating assessment in the Batlsi
oug B i o e follon v - 5. Ay (R
(1) The whole asssessable area, whether cultivated or not, has b
charged with a low assessment on mwood.m

i B .
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the rates prescribed, but all land ha cal

. no produce will be leftfreeofameumnt,wheﬁaaf rated
fortheharvestornotandwhetherthecro has failed mr&
whole field or only over of it. In the latter case the
assessing officer will leave free of assessment that part of thb
field on whick the crop has fmled.

~ (3.) The rates chargea.ble on lands actually producing a crop are

. as follows :2-
. ASSESSMENT RATE.
*Crop on
Per acre. Per bigha.
7 Rs. As Rs. As.
lmds 0 8 0 5
Obur&l,]mur Methra 012 0 73
( sncha.swheat 1 4 012§
: nnthal&r ds—-
‘l ngb - e 015
Double cmps Aiste ...} 2 4 J 1 6}

‘ -

(ige Land irrigated from a well ander protective certificate will
at half rate only while the certificate lasts, up to a
limit of ten acres each harvest.

s 3!0’ In July 1882 Ithsummozezln l%e ts of the Hitir
ok sk together at F and explained these ordems
*m"" mmg‘ to them, and required them to accept a fluctu-
| ~ating assessment at the above rates for all -
in. ceach of the action of the river. Th® great majonty
theympeuudtheudmforaﬁxedmmm 4

.»m- to make ; but a few villages held out for a time gvith
| md 1tmonlya&era denl of reiterated
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‘of » fixed assessment which they had been accustomed to hear
¢ but the better class of them said they were willing to accept which-
ever system was thought best for them, and it is noteworthy that it was
the least thrifty and least respectable proprietors (the very
whom a system ofsthe kind is most required) that held back the
longest. One reason for their desire for a fixed assessment no doubt
was that owing to failure of floods and neglect of the Pidi inundation-
channel much of their land which used to be flooded by the river had
ngt been cultivated for some years, and they had hoped that if they
could get a fixed assessihent calculated on their present scultivation, -
it would be a very light one. Not only however did all the headmen
of the Wattuan a accept the terms offered, but (with the exce
tion of one village, gﬂr Shah), the Hitar villages of pargana Bﬁh‘{
which mi.ght have adhered to their former lease fer six vears longer,
all threw 1t up and asked to be admitted to the system of
assessment which had been sanctioned for the Wattuan Hitar. This
request was granted, and the only Bahak village which continues to
y under its former lease is Nfir Shih, the assessment of which is
ed as before at Rs. 340 until kharif 1888, when the former lease
will expire and the flooded lands of the vi will come under the
general system of fluctuating assessment. Including NGr Shih for
the sake of completeness, there are altogether 62 villages in the Hitar ;
11 of these bordering on the Utdr tract are almost wholly beyond
the reach of the action of the river, and in accordance with instrugtions
I announced the assessments of these villages as average fixed assess-
ments; eight other villages have blocks of land beéyond reach of the
floods and these I marked off and gave average fixed assessments. I
offered to treat a number of pther high isolated blocks in the same
‘way, but the headmen generally asked that if any part of their village
was to be under fluctuating assessment, the whole might be, and as
the difference of system would certainly have caused a complication
of accounts, I complied with their request and in such cases places
the whole area under fluctuating assessment. So that 43 whole villages
and parts of eight others have been placed under fluctuating assessment. |

‘(The detail is as follows :—
e R AT :
Prin ! =z g VikiAGES PLAORD UNDER

1 < g FIXED ASSESSMENT. |
Pargana. $ ; | i; Total
; 2 5w wa..x. r;m of Alm! |
= d . 'i‘ es. | vill, J Ll L
B e e oo
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{Phe dehml of the eattmaﬁed ﬁxed useument is as follonw ';‘»dk’-%:;‘:.

PArGANA WATTUAN. PARGANA mm‘
Eﬂ-imated. E-timtd
fixed Assess- fixed Assess~
. Assessment| ment of | Assessment | ment of
actually villnges sctuslly | willages
fixed. | under flue-| fixed, |under fluc-
’ tyating tuating
» Assessment, Ascessment,
Total assessment ... ..l 1495 | 14075 | 3,000 3,430
— -
Remitted on gardens 22 | 38 St
Deferred on wells... ) 73 805 789 211
Jogirs and revenue-free hold-
: mg 96 582 2,206 3,219
Zaildars’ 1 per cent. allowance... 12 188 1o ik
Balance realisable by Govern-
ment 1314 | 12,538 vos il
. .As however the assessment of Nar Shih in a Bahak,
instead of being Rs. 185 fixed and Rs 265 fluctuating, will until the

expiry of the former lpase remain at Rs. 340 fixed, the  present detail

of pargana Bahak is—

oy

Estimated fixed
Assessment éﬂseessm] e::dg:
actua.lly ﬁxed. ﬂu:t '- !
ment.
3,155 3,165

Qo..i.
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asystem the gardens are left unassessed und the wells under protective
certificate are assessed at half rates only, the amount with which the

total annual fluctuating assessment 1s to be co is Ra. 13,148
or the Wattuan villages and Rs. 2954 for the villages, total

Rs. 16,102, i o
~ 827. In villages under fluctuating assessraent the patwiri makes

an inspection of every field each harvest before
'ﬂ'mﬂ‘:p,:,“'"’d °f the crop is ripe and enters it up in his annual

sown and the crop and calculating out the assessment at the full
rate, both on lands held revenue-free and on revenue- ymﬁelmdl,
If the crop has failed or for any reason the field seems ch&mb with
less than the full rate, the patwdri makes a mark against the field in
hisli;t-tot(lllirectattention wkiit When(tihihsthas been checked ou&:
it e girdiwar or kinungo and the are getting ripe, th
m ar, or if duly empow the ndib ldér, goes round the
i and inspects the fields noted by the patwiri and any others to
which his attention may be d.imcte«fvandremitsthementonmy
fields or partsof fields which may have produced no crop, remitting at

the same time half the assessment on lands irri from wells under

protective certificate. He then calculates out the assessment for each
village and announces it to the headmen, who collect ‘it from the indivi-
dual proprietors, to each of whom a note of the amount due front him
is given by the tga.twﬁri. The Extra Assistant Commissioner then makes a
tour through the villages, decides any objections made to the assessment
and satisfies himself generally that it 'Leen corfrectly done.

The Hitér. Results of the 328. e system has now been worhﬂ %

system hitherto. two years the actual assessments have 1
as follows :— : ¢
LTI e :
PanGAXA Warroax. | Pamgaxa Bamax. | Tomn
Commuta- |
o Realissble ltion_realis-
Assepinent [ Govornly oL, | able by
Y w. 3 2 _.,G"m‘ ¥
% A L W ment.
£ "‘“.t' ‘ o siows ‘ o SRl o)

list of holdings (jamabandi), notin} the area’ '
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channel was not in working order and the area ﬁoodedmm lﬁs
‘than an svengeofputyemwouldhave&o That the systes
been leniently worked is shown by the
2,251 acres actually sownno less than 770acreswemleﬂ;ﬁ-eeof W
ment as ucing no crop; in rabi 1883, of8631 acres sown 881
were left free of assessment as producing nothing ; and ag:m in kharif
1883, 493 acres were left unassessed out of 2,415 sown. T
of the advantages of the system in a bad season might have beeu
expected to reconcile the people to it, but meanwhile under Colonel Grey
~ the Paidi, channel has n cleared out and realigned as the mez
Inundation Canal and thereis every prospect of a ’Frea.t development of
irrigation in the tract in the next few years. The people calculate
that if thqy are given a fixed assessment now on the basis of their past
bad years theys will for the nod of Settlement reap all the benefit
of the improvement, while 1in system of fluctuating assessment
their assessment will increase with then' cultivation and irrigation. They
are consequently more anxious than ever to have a fixed assessment ; and
tion has been strongly supported by the Commmoner,
Colonel grey, on the grounds that the system of fluctuating assessment
causes a great deal of trouble to officials and people and is now no
‘ nece in this tract, asits irrigation is now assured by the
inundation 8. To me however it seems that the recent construc-
tion of the Fizilywih is but an improvement of the existing Padi Nila.
In Mr. Oliver’s time and under Mr. Wakefield much more labour
money were spent on the Pidi Ndla than have been spent on
m year, and mdeed the recent improvements have
in, a neahgnment of the old Padi and the con-
struction of a new head, works®which are little more than are annually
‘nhecessary on'many mundatxon-cqmls. The cost of these improvements®
1is estimated at onlyRs. 5,072 or ten annas per acre on the landtheamal
will irrigate, an expenditure which would be amply repaid to the
by a remission oftﬁlf the rate for one year only. No doubt the lmga.-
twnolthe tract is much more secure than before, but experience on
other inundation-canals elsewhere in the Péanjab and even in F
to whose canal system the Fazilwih has been attached, has shown t t
the watchfulness and en for the maintenance of thete
M ‘are not always ﬁ::iyoommg and that even when they are, the

..M varies very greatly from year to year, Itaeemsoerwn

I produce of the Fuxlks Hitér and the annual income of
spors will still fluetuate y, and Iam  strongly of opi |
be better for the people as well as fairer and more
nt that the, assessment should continue to fluctuate mh
odv I did recommend t? debfzrenoe to their tions
'dmu‘ldnotbeﬁroedon em, but m reoontw
_ ofthemmouaeﬂ'ectsofs essment

"Mwwm&ammﬂhn&u
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whigh was after full discussion h—fmbo ‘concurrent,
of such ‘officers as olWaoa, . Lyall and Sir Robert
Egerton; and Irecommendthatif at any time it is a fixed assess-
mtmydomledvﬂhgemenm ould be revised wi mfaenoato‘m;
circumstances of thetime, and power should be res to reimpose the
present system on any village which may fall into arrears or in which the
numerical majority of the mﬂewm may ask forit. As regadlﬁlé
details of the I still that the rate on lands i «
wells and on ed lands should have been thg same, and m wﬂl
- have been Re. 1 per bigha,'or Re. 1-93 per acre ; but it is 1 :
now to raise the rates, and epresentnteswﬂlnodoubtmtheoomn
of afew years bring in on the average the amount which would have
been given by a fixed assessment. Iahouldbeghdhowevenfﬂn
assessment on wood and grass, to which the people strongly object, were
to be remitted on all land actually ;assessed as cultivated, and
only on culturable land left uncultavated. This would cost Government.
less than Rs. 1,000 per annum, and the resulting satisfaction of the
peoplemworththusmallmmmon. "I recommmend no other dnngoiu.
the present system. A
329. The clﬂuvw;m the tlgalé or Sotar v:lll;y dependent on the
of the Ghaggar is almost more precarious
— e eed "6 than in the Satla) Hitir, and in that tract also.
on such lands rents are generdlly taken in kind,
80 that the same reasons which rendered a flu assessment désir-
able on the Satlaj madeltequallydenmble ontheGhaggu A
illustration of the extent to which the net income of proprietors takin
rent in kind on such lands fluctuates fram year to* year is given
,weounts of the Shuner Estate, which show the income !
fmm two lages of Jagmnlmdehwhﬂkoﬂxtohuo bau.f
as ﬁrthe t.eny e .
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~and honghﬁch hndlordshketheShnnerEstate well be able
R  an ahf:u malsset assessment without wﬂh iy 'hb
nd b m‘ a peasant, ietor could not anything
‘approachi to a fair av assessmexl::olrt’xnarunofbad ymhthaut &
W into debt and difficulties. It was accordipgly that all
in the Sotar valley whose cultivation depends on the of the pa
Gh  should be %aced under fluctuating assessment. , :
30. In the tllvﬂ'a.ssessmlages l<)ant; cu'ctl‘e hther}(; are altocg‘nether m
ut 25 of these have practi no
. nxm .,,I:::'JLM *in the Sotar valley orsubject to floods, and hdve -«
been included in the N 6,11 circle only because
they were cut off by vill of that circle from the other assessment
es, in which they might otherwise have properly been included. In'
those villages of course the assessments were announced as fixed.
Of the remaining 84 villages, 28 are wholly ly in the Sotar
valley above the point where the present cha.nnel of the Ghaggar enters
it, and have no lands subject to floods of the river. In accordance with
"the orders of Government I gave the proprietors of these villages the
ion of taking a fluctuating assessment for their Sofar lands; but they
1 declined it and asked for a fixed assessment, which was acoordmgly
announced. The reasons for this preference no doubt are that the un-
Sotar lands seldom produce as good crops as the flooded lands,
‘the rates sounded high to the owners of the Sotar ; that the new
assessments u'e light compared with some of the old ones ; that a
area of the Sotar is still uncultivated, and<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>