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Frou
E. H. 8. CLARKE, EsqQUIRE, C.IE,
Deputy Secretary to the Government of India
tn the Foreign Departmont,
To
Tee HoN'BLE LIEUT.-Cor. S1R HAROLD DEANE, xcCs.1,
Chief Commissioner and Agent to the Governor-General
in the North-West Frontier Province,
Dated Fort William, the 3rd Februury 1906.
SIR,

I Ax directed to achnowledge the receipt of your letter No. 5711, dated
the 9th December 1905, submitting, with your remarks and proposals, the
Assessment Repert of the Kurram Valley.

2. Your proposals are approved. The supplementary chapter referred
to in paragraph 24 of your letter under reply, as well as your proposals for the
revision of the establishment necessitated by the new system, will be awaited.
It would also be well to report whether the waste in Kurram is to be regarded
as the property of Government or to what extent the villagers have a claim
to it or rights over it.

3. Iam to add that the Government of India concur in your commendn-
tion of the services rendered by Mr. Waterficld, Political Agent, Kurram, and
Lala Ganga Babai, Settlement Officer, Kurram, in connection with the nssess-
ment of the Kurram Valley.

I have the honour to be
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

_ E.H. 8. CLARKE,
Deputy Secretary to the Government of India.
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Todorsement by the Revenue Commissioner’s Qffice, North-West Frontier Province,
No. 654, dated 18th February 1906,

Cory of Government of India No. 414-F., dated 3rd ]?ebruz{f'y 1908,
forwarded to the Political Agent, Kurram, for necessary action and rcport as

regards paragraph 2 of above, with reference to the correspondence ending with
his No. 34, dated 22nd January 1906.

2. The proposals regarding the revision of establishment have been
submitted to the Government of India.



No. 5711,

Frox

Tas HoN'sLe Lrrur.-Coroner H. A. DEANE, csr, 1. A,
Chief Commissioner and Agent to the Governor-General,
North-West Frontier Provinoe,

Tae SECRETARY ro tHE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
FOREIGN DEPARTMENT.

Dailed Peshawar, the 9¢th December 19035.

Rro.

My proposals for the re-settlement of the cultivated area in the Kurram
Valley were sanctioned in your office letter No. 2639-F. A., dated 9th Septem-
ber 1903, and the work was started in April 1904. Lala Ganga Sahai, M.4,,
who had been Extra Assistant Settlement Officer in the Kohat Settlement, was
put in immediate charge under the Political Agent ; and the operations were
supervised by the Revenue Commissioner, in consultation with whom the
assessment oircles, soil classification, scale of commutation prices, and rates of
yield were fixed and the assessment estimates framed. I have now the honour to
submit Lala Ganga Sahai’s Assessment Report with the Political Agent's cover-
ing lettor, and to solicit the favour of early orders on the proposals. The ten
years' term of the Summary Settlement expired in Rabi 1804, and it is very
desirable that the new assessment be introduced from the present kharif and
the operations (which have already been rather protracted owing to the excep-
tional severity of the last winter and an epidemic of fever in the previous
autumn) brought to a close as speedily as possible. *

2. The Assessment Report is unusually full and detailed. Thisin the
ciroumstances of the case is not undesirable, for the Summary Settlement was
necessarily a very rough one, based on the principle of adjusting the old Durani
demand to the agricultural and political conditions existing in 1894. The
valley had then been only one-and-a-half years under Government administration,
and thg knowledZe of its conditions and resouroes was consequently meagre. The
‘materials that have since acoumulated and that have now been collested have
been admirably handled by the Settlement Officer, and his report gives a com-
plete and strikng picture of this fertile and interesting valley in its physical,
sooial, economio and even political aspeots.

8, The revenue history under Afghan rule down to 1880 and under the
period of anarchy which followed the attempt to establish Turi Self-Govern-
ment in 1880, and which finally led to the re-ocoupation of the valley by
Government in 1892, has been fully desoribed in Chapter IT of the Report. The
Alghan Aﬁl&d of assessment, in so far as it followed any principle at all, was
ﬁm assumption that the State was entitled to one-third (sebkoti)
of thes. gross produce, That share was actually taken on the Crown (kbalsa)
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lands, and it is the share still claimed by the Amir in the districts of Khost and
Hariob adjoining the Kurram. In practice, however, cash leases were often
given {or short periods on fawani lands, ¢.e. lands in which individual proprie-
tary rights were recognized ; and in such cases Rs. 2 Kabuli per jarib (tho jarib
here as elsewhere was half an acre, though Mr. Merk assumed it to be §) was
the traditional rate for irrigated land, though it no doubt varied according to
the strength of the Hakim to enforce or of the people to resist. The land tax
was, however, supplemented by numerous and irritating miscellanedus dues
(paragraph 11 of the Report) ; and as all sources of revenue were often farmed
to the local Governor for a lump sum of one lakh of rupoes, the Settlement
Officer’s conclusion may safely be accepted that “ though in theory the rates
to be realized from the people were fixed, the amount actually realized wak
limited only by the power and devioes of exaction.”

4. TFrom the information now available it may be councluded that the
attempt made at the Summary Settlement to adjust fo the then existing
conditions of soil and irrigation the theorctical and probably unreliable Durani
rent-roll of 15 years hefore was a mistake, and that an assessment —however low
the standurd—caloulated independently according to the ordinary methods would
have been more regular and equitable. Such an assessment would doubtless
have fixed the demand in British rupees, and the loss to Government owing to
the stcady depreciation of the Kabuli rupee, which was worth 12} anuas in
1894, and is now worth barely 8 annas, would have been avoided.  The incidene:
of Mr. Merk’s actual assessment as compared with the assumed Durani demand
on which he was working has, however, been discussed at length in my letter
(No. 1261-G , dated 23rd July 1903) proposing the prosent Scttlement, and the
point need not be {urther discussed at this stage. " His assessment was undoubtedly
very lenient whether compared with the revenue actually renlized by the
Duranis or with the rates in force in adjoining British districts. The leniéney
was, lhowever, justified by the exceptional circumstances of the valley at
the time, and especially by the f{act that it was only beginning to emerge from
a period of anarchy and bloudshed, which had left the people as a whole
impoverished and exbhausted.

b. The development of the valley within the last 11 years has been very
rapid. The advent of a settled administration, the repression ol disorder, and the
improvement ol communications which has brought the railway system to the
nmouth of the valley, have enabled the people to turn to account the great
natural advantages of soil, climate and irrigation. Five new Crown villages
have been settled ; the cultivated area has expanded from 28,907 to 37,498
acres—an increase of 8,691 acres or 29 per cont. ; and even deducting the arca—
637 acres—of the twelve villages which were not measured or assessed at last
Settlement, and of the three villages—189 acres—which were assessed but not
measured, the increase amounts to 27°5 per cent. The increase is probably cven

greater than this, as the rough survey of last Settlement tended to exaggerate
the area.

8. Owing to improved methods of agriculture there has been a more
than proportionate inerease in the double-cropped area, which occupies over 58
per oent. of the total cultivation. The water-supply {from springs and snow-fed :
streams in the Daman and from the Kurram River in the Rodghara (river bank)
Cirole is ahundant except in the rare years of exceptional drought or unysaally
little snowfall, and no loss than 93 per cent. of the cultivated area aud 96 per
cent. of the crops raised are sccured by irrigation. The efficiency of eultiva-
tion—even with the careless methods pursued in the oase of all crops exoept
rice—is extremely high. Taking the mean of the last two years—whioh were
not above the average—100 aores of culfivation were sown with 120 acres of.
crops, of which only 2 aores failed and 118 came to maturity, viz.,—

Daman ... 107
Salira ... 68 bper 100 acres

cultivated,
Rodghara . .., ... 136
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The propordion of valuable crops is also very high; rice (30 per cent.),
maize (11 per cent.) and wheat (33 per cent.) accounting for three-fourths of
the total, and the outturn of rice, on the cultivation of which the people spend
much labhour, is exceptionally good.

7. When to those favourable conditions of husbandry are superadded
an abundance of pasture for flocks and herds and a valuable souroe of income
from the dwar{-palm (mazri) in the Lower Valley and {from timber and fruit
gardens in the Upper, it is not surprising to find that the valley is very densely
populated. Thoincidence of the rural population is 900 per square mile of
cultivation, which is almost exactly the same asin the Tochi Valley, and
eogisidera.bly higher than that of the adjoining Hangu Tahsil—778 per square
mile.

But here, as in all similar Pathan commnunities which have developed
naturally on the lines of their own democratic organization, practically every
adult male is a landowner, except in the outlying huffer hamlets, where Sunni
bamsayas from the adjoining clans have been settled by the Shiah owners as
a bulwark against aggression.  Large holdings are the exception; the average
area of oultivation—excluding Crown lands and estates held by a single owner
or single family—is only 2 acres per owner and 3 acres per holding. There is
consequently no place for a separate body of tenants, and—again excluding
Crown lands—no less than 80 per cent. of the cultivation is carried on by
owners themselves, often aided, it is frue, by a farm Ilabourer as ploughman,
who performs rearly all of the manual labour and reccives in return one-fifth
share of the crop. Hence also it follows that where cultivation is carried
on by tenants th¢ rent-rates are very high, usually one-half of the crop, the
tenant receiving the straw but supplying the sced.

-8. The result of this high rent-rate is that the Government share,
if valoulated on the hall assets prineiple, works out to Jths of the produce. The
value of the produce according to the moderate rates of yield and commuta-
tion prices assuned, and excluding fodder crops (shaftal and kurkha, which come
to 10 per cent. of the whole), is Rs. 7,61,565. 11 the value ol the fodder crops
and of the straw be included, the estimate would be raised to about 8), lakhs. The
following tablé shows for cach circle (@) the summary assessment of 1894 in
Kabuli rupees; (b) its equivalent in British rupees at the 1891 rate of exchange
(Rs. 4 British = Rs. 5 Kabuli); (¢) the incidence in British rupecs on tho area
cultivated in 1894; (d) the present demand in British rupees at the present
rate of exchange (Re. 1 British = Rs. 2 Kaubnli); (¢) the iucidenco of the
Rresenl: demand on the present cultivated avea ; ( £ the demand now arrived at

y the half assets estimate ; (9) the demand proposed by the Sottlement Officer ;
and (A) the final demand which I propose for reasons given below :—

mems e = mmae - o= = = e = ez mm e m=_ ———zo—m
a b l ¢ j d | e I J ' g l A
CiecLu, T T
Kabuh Histish
Ra ({1 Rs. A. P Rs : s A P.i Ra, | R, Rs.
Dawna S .. *. | 2370|9008 1 7 o) 185] 011 9| 02240| 88061 | 38,000
Sahms ) Ve div 589 471 0 3 0 204 01 5 8,885 1,804 1,250
Rodghara wt . 83502 | 28,402 | 2 2 6 1988 1 1 ©O| 110,188 80,076 | 58,120 |
i
Total . | 08,861 l 47881 | 110 6 I 81,436 013 G| 1,76417 | 1,00000 | 88,000

-

9. It will be seen that (1) owing to the depreciation of the Kabuli
rupee, which has fallen in value from 12§ to 8 annas, é.e. 374 per cent., and (2)
the increase ip cultivation—amounting to nearly 30 por cent.—the incidence of
the demand per cultivated acre {18,% annas) is now only half of what it was
(26} annas) when fixed by Mr. Merk.
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The present incidence per acre of crops matured is evén lighter, viz.,—

Rs. A. P.

Daman ... 011 O,
Sahra 0 2 1
Rodghara ... 012 6
Total 011 &

As 96 per cent. of the crops are irrigated, and 75 por cent. of the whole consist
of rice, maize and wheat, the extreme leniency of the present land revenue s
self-evident. TItalso follows thatif we double the demand, .e. substitute British
for Kabuli rupees, and fix Rs. 62,870, we shall be only raising it to Mr. Merk’s
standard of incidence. The half net assets standard—f{rom which fodder orops
and straw are excluded—would give Rs. 1,76,417. The new demand should
therefore be something between those two fizures, and should be fixed with
regard to the past revenue history of tho valley, fo its present and probable
futurce circumstanoes, and to the policy to be pursued towards inhabitants. -

10. To begin with, I may state that in the recent re-assessments of even
the settled frontier distriots it has invariably been found neccessary to keep the
demand very oonsiderably below the half asscts estimate, which, owing to the
smallness of the holdings and the consequent high rent-rate, works out very
hieh, The standard of recent assessments in Peshawar, Hazara, and (excluding
frontier remissions) in Kobat, the Hangn Tahsil of which adjoins the Kurram

Valley, is brought out in the following table. :— '
Year of Percea-
District Tahsil 3 " Half assets | Sanctioned [tage of
SRNEERE L mse: 8 | dcmand. |asscssment | half
et spsets.
RB. . RB.
Peshawar oo | Whole district & 1894 23,864,000 | 11,20,000 47
to
1896
Mansehra o 190% 2,85,000 | 1,40,000 60
Hazara { .
Haripur 1904 3,70,000 | 2,18,000 59
Kohat ... " 1903 1,42,000 1,02,000 72
Kobat wor 4 | Hangu ... .| 1908 82,000 [ 51,200 | @2
Teri o 1904 1,50,000 | 1,08,800 72
Total distriot 8,74,000 2,62,000 10

In no single case did the new assessment represent three-fourths of the
half net assets, and in Peshawar it fell short of even half that stantiard. Those
assessments were applied to districts which at the time had beex half a century
or more under British rule.

The Daur orToohi Valley nts many points of similarity to tHe
Kurram. It was octupied about the same time as a result of the Durand
Agreemeny, and is administered under the same system. The assessment of the
Daur Valley, as sanctioned in the Foreign Department letter No. 2834-F. A,
dated 26th September 1903, was fixed at Rs. 36,000, representing the ome-
tenth share of the gross produce which the Dauris has contracted to pay whea
their country was taken over. '
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. 1L In tha'Kurram we are not restricted by any such. limitation, but
the oircumstances of our oocupation and the history and character of the people
‘give thgm strong claims on our consideration.

Three-fourths of the Jand is held by Shinh tribes—Turis, Bangashes
and Sayads—whose attitude towards Government and its officers presents an
ameablqb contrast to Ithe sullen aloofness, suspicion, or even hostility, that
characterise 80 many of the tribes on our border. Though a prey to internal
factions, and in their hereditary feuds, their violent partisanships, and their
frequent revolutions, recalling one of the pstty republics of ancient Greece or
mgdizval 1taly, they have nover faltered in their Joyalty to Government That
loyalty may be based on self-interest and on the desire to secure protection
against the hostile Sunni tribes that encompass them: but it represents a
solid and valuable asset which is well worth preserving. One tangible form
in which it manifests itself is that tho valley supplies 1,000 men to tho
Kurram Militia, to which the defence of the valley is now entrusted, and
‘thereby aids in the general schemc of frontier defence, while securing an
income of 1} lakhs per annum for the service rendered.

12 From a consideration of the political interests involved owing to
the shoriest road to Kabul lying through the valley, the willingness and the
ability of the inhabitants to facilitate protection of military communications
witen ocoasion may arise, and of the two important cconomie facts that the
pressure of population on the «oil is very great and that there is practically
no room for expansion, the conclusion I arrive at is that Government should
certainly not take more than 50 per cent. of the half assets estimate.

I would therefore fix the total land revenne at Rs. 88,000 (British),
whiclr is practically the amount proposed by the Politionl Agent, an officer
who has had three years’ experience of the valley. As the demand proposed
involves an enhancement of 150 por cent. on the present assessment—
Rs. 81,435—1 would defer a portion of it, equivalent to 3 annas per rupee
for five years. The nssessment would then be Rs. 71,500 initial, rising alter
five years to Rs.. 88,000.

13. If those proposals are sanctioned, the initial and final demand for
eaoch cirole and the average incidence of the final demand on crops and culti-
vation would be as follows :—

|t veonam, | T

CircLe. diiatd. -
Initisl, | Final | O €M | on orops.
BB. R‘o RE. Rs- A- Pa B.- A.l Po
Daman o1 1,805 27300 83600] 2 1 8] 115 0
Sa'ira 294 1,040 1,280 6 6 8| 0 9 &
Rodghara o 19336 43000 53020) 214 9| 2 2 8
Total 1 s148s) Tis00| 88000 2 5 6| 2 0 o

, By = coincidenoe, which is as ourious as it is fortuitows, the ineidenoe per
acre of oultivation—Its. 2-5-6—and per acre of orops —Rs. 2—works out exactly
the, eame asin the Daur Valley. The final asce:sment proposed represents
soiething between one-ninth and one-tenth of the total valus of the produce.
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14. In consultation with the Settlement Officer thd soil and crop rates
to bring out the fial demand of Rs. 88,000'have been worked out and are
shown below : —

e

Damax. Samnra. Roperaza.
Boil rate. | Crop rate.| Soil rate. | Crop rate. | Soil rate. , Crop mate.
Rs. A.P.| Rs. A.P.| Rs. A.P.| Rs. A. P.| Rs. A.P.| Rs. A. P.
Chashmai dofasli 2138 0 2 8 0 213 0| 2 0 0O .
- ekfagh...| 1 4 0 2 2 0 0 8 0 012 0 1 6 0 1 7 0.
Abi dofasli 810 0 2 °8 0
» ekfasli 113 0 2 1 0
Barani . ‘ 0 9 0] 012 0 0 4 0 0 6 0 0 3 0 0 6 0

15. The assessment proposed ineludes not only the revenue demand om
roprietary (tawani), but aléo on Crown (khalsa) lands. The history of these
which amount to 5,380 acres or 15 per oent. of the cultivated area, and
comprise 13 whole estates and shares or plots in 75 others, has been clearly
explained in paragrapbs 11, 44 and 57 of the Report. They were originally
leased out by the Duranis for a rent in kind—generally one-third of the produce.
Mr. Merk continued the leases to the lessees, who, except in the case of newly.
settled estates, are generally the descendants of the original owners, but altered
the rent to revenue rates generally with an addition of 25 per oent. as malikana.
In some cases a lump sum was fixed; in others only the revenue rates were
taken. In the absence of a proper Revenue staff to work the Settlement the
subject has fallen into much confusion, and, though the area has considerably
increased, the rent now realized is much legs than that imposed by Mr. Merk.
All the cases are now being overhauled. Plots which are not likely to be
required by Government can be utilized to eompsnsate owners whose land it
may be necessary to take up for the yailway, and such land as is retained
by. Government will be leased at a rent equal to the revenue rates plus
a suitable malikana—generally 25 per cent. The land revenue of these lands
has heen included in but the malikana will be an addition to the total
assessment proposed.

16. Another addition to the Jand revenue will be the assessment on
water mulls, The subject has been discussed in paragraph 51 of the Report.

At last Settlement 195 such mills were assessed at a uniform rate of
Rs. 3} Kabuli per mill. A uniform rate is paculiarly unsuitable for water
mills, as is shown by the fact that the estimates of income range from Rs. 2
to Ra. 281. The present demand is equal to Ra. 409 British.

. There are now 301 water mills at work, of which the annyal' net profits
ave estimated at Rs. 17,000, The 8-ttlement Officor proposes a now assessment
of Re. 2,000. 1 would limit the total demand te Rs, 1.440, and here too, as the
exhanorment is very great, 1 would defer 3 annas por rupse for b years and fix
tha initial demend at Rs, 1,170,

¥7. Following past practioe and the system vecently sanctioned in the
Tachi, it is pot proposed to Jevy any ¢ess on the land in

wnd reverue.  Any sush addition woeald be likely to bo misundesctond,

ition to'the

Axed
woid g

further addition is desivable to the snhancoment of land revenue proposed, ~
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At the same’time no frontier remissions are raqiired. None were given
at last Settlement,—exocept the insignificant sum of (J’:h 44 to the villages of
«Kharlachi and Burki,—and their responsibility for assisting in the protection of
the valley, is clearly recognized by the people. Necessary allowance can be made
for W;Jilages which are peculiarly exposed to raids in the detailed village assess-
men

18, The Settlement Officer will be directed to draw up a set of rules for
the assessment of land subject to alluv.al action and to give effect to his sugges-
tion (paragraph 13) that newly formed land shall remain free from assessment
for three years. This is in accordance with local custom, and has been accepted
in-the Tochi Settlement,

19. Inaccordanoe with the principle of fixed assessment, all land—other
than alluvial—brought under cultivation will remain unas<essed for the term of
Settlement. With this safeguard there seems to be no necessity for the grant of
special proteotive leases recommended in paragraph 64, but if any such oases do
-arise they can be dealt with on their merits,

+ 20. Damage to crops from bail in the Upper Kurram and mortality
among cattle in Lower Kurram are the chief agricultural calamities with which
the people have to contend. All that can be done to mitigate the first visitation
is to give prompt relief by remitting all or part of the land revenue in accordance
with the general rules on the subjeot and to assist the people with fakavé loans.
Those loans should also be freely given—and indeed are at present—for the pur-
chase of seed and bullocks, and it is hoped that the arrangements now made to
extend veterinary relief by posting a Veterinary Assistant to the Agency and
opening a Veterinary Hospital at Parachinar may do something to »educe the
losses of cattle. Rinderpest, which is often imported by the immigrant herds of
the Gehilzais, is a frequent soourge of the riverain villages, and it is a satisfaotory
evidenoe of their freedom from prejudice and of their confidence in our methods
that the Veterinary Inspeotor deputed to the valley in October last inoculated
several thousand cattle against the disease in a few weeks.

21. To complete tha question of taxation, it is only necessary to refer to
the cesses on non-agricalturists (paragraph 58). The ratesimposed at last Settle-
ment with the approval of the Government of India were (1) Rs. 8 Kabuli per
artisan and (2) RBs. 2-8-0 Kabuli per shop. The average income from the
former in recent years has been about Rs. 700 Kabuli, and from the latter—
which is paid by Hindus—ahout Rs. 1,000 Kabuli. 1 propose that in {uture the
rates should be respectively Rs. 3 and Rs. 2-8-0 British, which will yield an
income of Rs. 1,500 to Rs. 2,000. The Tochi Hindus pay a shop tax of Iis. 1,600
per annum,

The question of grazing dues payable by immigrant Ghilzais for grazing
their oattle in Kurram limits during the winter months will be separately con-
sidered.

22. Assignments of cash or of land revenue—known as muajibs, inams,
mnfis—are a very important feature in the Kurram Administration. The
nature and amount of the present grants, which amount to Rs. 20,284
Kabuli or one-third of the present land revenue, have been discussed in para-
graph 14 of the Report. A general revision of all those grants, which number
over 1,000, hasenow been completed by the Political Agent, and as they are
nearly €11 held for the term of Settlement, the principles which will regulate
their future treatment may now be conveniently lnid down. In consideration
of the loyalty and good servics which the inhabifants of the Valley have
displayed since last Settlement, and espeoially in tho trying crisis of 1897-08,
snd also of the great enhancement of land revenue that is now being taken, it
il needless to arguc that the policy to be followed should be liberal and

goenersus.

Meaxdy all of the existing grants should be maintained as a matter of
, t, in case of proved unworthiness or unfitness, but it is also
advisable 1o add to them in the case of some incumbents, and to supploment
tiem by new grants to men who have come to the front sinoe last Sattlement,



( 8)

It is not proposed, as was done in the Tochi, to appoint any, separate Lambar-
dars in addition to the existing Maliks or to grant b per ocent. out of the
revenue as a Lambardari allowance. The duties of Lambardars will be disv
charged by the existing Maliks, sclections being resorted to where the’number
i exoessive,  As thoso duties will be considerably increased by the introduetion
of & regular revenue system and the larger amount of revenue to be collected,
those grounds alone justify a substantial enhancement of the revenue assign-
ments,

T therefore recommend that from the new assessment a total sum of -
Rs. 18,000 be sanctioned tor distribution as mafis, énams and muayibe.
This will be about one-fifth of the new revenue demand against nearly
one-third at present, and is not in my opinion excessive. The grants should
be, as at present, for the term of Scttlement, subject to conditions' of loyalty
and good service, and the distribution, which when worked out in detail, will
be reported for the information of Government, would be roughly as follows

Rs.
(1) Muajibs (monthly cash allowance to same 25 of the most in-
fluential Maliks) s 6,000
(2) Tnawma (cash allowances paid at ench harvest to village Maiiks,
mcluding those who discharge the duties of Lambar dars) . 10,000
(8) Mafis (nssmignments of land revenue to mosques, shrines,
temples, Sayads, &c.) . . i : : 2,000 =

23. The new awessment should be introduced from the kharif of
1901-05, and the term of Settlement might beo fixed at 20 yours. Having
regard to the large eubianc:ment of th> demand,—some of which will not
aocorue tifl after b years,—to the improbability of any large extension of cultiva-
tion, and fo the fact that the term in the adjoining Kohat District is 20 years,
1 do not consider that any shorter term is advisable. The demand for each
harvest should be colleeted in one instalment between the follawing dates :—

Kharif—15th December to 81st January,
Rabi—1st July to 31st August.

24. The present report deals only with the assessment. After this
has becn sanctioned and announced a supplementary chapter will be added
explaining in detail the results arrived at and the action taken to prepare a
complete and correct record of rights, and to ensure its being kept up to
date. Proposals for the revision of establishment necessitated by the new
system will be submitted separately. The operations from the start have been
conducied with tact, judgment and ability. Lala Ganga Bahai, the Settlement
Officer, by his impartiality, integnity and thoionghness suoceeded in winning
thé oonfidence of the people to a remarhable extent, and it affords me great
pleasure fo bring his services to the favourable notice of the Government of
sudia. The fact that the Settlement now approaching completion, in regard
to which there was at the outset great apprehension and considerable opposi-
tion, has been carried out without any friction is most creditable to the Poli-
tiecal Ageut,—Mr. Waterfield, —who has directly supervised the record and
nssessment work at all stages, and has passed orders personally au the thousands
of disputes that were brought to light.

I have the honetir to be,
Bir,
Your most obedient Servant,

M. F. O'DWYER, Ruv. & Fivy, Szor,,
for Chief Commissioner, N-W. F. Provieoe.
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FroM
STUART WATERFIELD, EsQUIRE,
Political Agent in Kurram,
To
MaJor C. B. RAWLINSON, c1E, L A,
Offg. Revenue Commissioner, North-West Frontier Province.
Dated Parachinar, the Gth October 1905.
Sz,

: I BAVE the honour to submit the Assessment Report of the Kurram
Valley, and to remark that, owing chiefly to sickness among tho staff, it was
found impossible to comply with the Revenue Commissioner’s wishes as to
completing and submitting the report by the 20th September.

2. In submitting this report I would venture to bring to the notice of
the Revenuc Commissioner the most exoellent services rondered by Assistant
Settlement Officer Lala Ganga Sahai, and in fact of all officers serving in
Kurram, who one and all have done good service.

8. Asto the report itself, I would note that, though longer than originally
intended, it contains nothing but facts regarding Kurram, which are, and will
be, most useful to the Political Agent in Kurram. Personally I do not consider
that it could be condensed with any advantage.

4. Asto Assistant Settlement Officer’s proposals with regard to fixing
the revenue demand upon a progressive scale after every five years, commencing
at & sum of Rs. 70,000 and raising to Rs. 1,00,000 after ten years, I would note
that personally I am in favour of fixing the demand definitely for the full term
of the Settlement, which should be for 20 years, and the revenue demand should
be Rs. 88,750, which is the yearly average calculating upon the figures con-
tained in Assistant Settlement Officer’s proposals :—

[
Thus for 5 years at Rs. 70,000 total equals Bs. 3,50,000.
- b » » 85,000 2 » 4,256,000,
L ]
s 0 g » 1,00,000 W 5 10,00,000.,

&

Total Rs. ... 17,75,000

In 20 years Bs. 17,75,000 would be realized as revenue, the yearly
averzge of which comes to Rs. 88,750. This amount, after taking into consi-
feration the normal condilions of the life in Kurram,is ot in my opinion
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excessive, and yet will after a term of 20 years give the swme result as if the

pmgmt:iiva scale put forward by the Assistant Settlement Officer were to be,
acceptled.

5. In conclusion I beg to express my regret at the delay which has
ocourred in submitting this report, but would urge that the delay was unavoid-
able and was not caused by any slackness upon the part of any of the officials
concerned.

I have the honour to be,
S1x,
Your most obedient Servant,
STUART WATERFIELD,

Political Agent in Kurram.
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ASSESSMENT REPORT

OF THE

KURRAM VALLEY

1995.

PART L
PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS.

1. The Kwram Valley—prinoipal home of the Turis—is a long and
narrow strip of country, with a large
oval undulating plain at the north-
wesiern end. It lies outside the limits of British India between 33°19° and
84° 8’ north latitude and 69° 51 and 70° 33" ecast longitude. With the
exception of eight miles on the south-castern limit where it touches the British
territory, the remaining boundary is surrounded by independent tribes in the
extreme south, south-east and east, and by the territory of His Highness the
Amir of Kabul on the north, west and south-west. Though irregular in
shape, the valley .stretches roughly like a long bow in a south-easterly and
north-westerly direction, with the central curve resting at Sadda and one end
touching Thal—the meeting point of the valleys of the Wazirs, the Miranzai
Bangashes and the Turis and the terminus pf the Khushalgarh-Kohat-Thal
Railway—and the other end extending up to the Peiwar Kotal Pass, which
marks the shortest route to Kabul.

.
Boundarica aud aress,

To the north the lofty range of Sufed Koh from Karerah and Badina
Sur toSika Ram—the highest peak 15,620 feet above the sea level—constitutes a
natural boundary wall between Kurram and Ningrahar, a province of Afghanis-
tan. From Sika Ram to Larumi Sar on the west and south-west the boundary
fixed in 1894 between this valley and the provinces of Hariob and Khost lying
in the Amir’s territory marches along the watersheds of Mandher, Khwaja
Khurtam, Charmagh and Inzar Ghar ranges, with two exceptions opposite
Klg_prlaohi and Lakka Tigga posts, where for a short distance it descends to the
plain.

: The boundary with the Hassan Khel Wazirs to the south, demarcated
in 1898, pursues a zigzag line over the hills and dales. On the south-east
the Kurram River divides the Kohat District from this valley for a distance of
eight miles, angd then higher from the masonry bridge at Chapri up to Satin—
a village above Sadda and opposite Khurmana-darra~—for about 28 miles the
dury with the Zaimushts, Alisherzai and Massuzai Orakzais hag not been
efined, and runs along an undemarcated waste, which stretches at the foot of
Ping Sar and deflects sharply to the north round its western extremity as fm
as Khurmana-darra, a defile in the second parallel range called Kargu Ghar
From Khurmana-darra, which is the dividing line betweeh the Massuzais and the
Pars Chamkahnis, the boundary again follows the watershed of the Karge
‘Range up to its western limit, where it takes a northerly direction a second time
xatil, after trending over low spurs, it joins Karerah 8ar on-the Sufed Koh.
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Thus, whether by mutual arbitration or established custom, the watershed
has been the rocognized boundary all round the valley, except with the
Zaimushts and Orakzais mentioned above.

The extreme length of the country from Spin Tal to Peiwar Kotal is
72 miles and its greatest breadth from Daradar to Ghozgarhi about 24 miles.
The total area of the valley is estimated at 1,278 square miles, which.is divided
into 169 estates against 1563 of the last Settlement. During the present Settle-
ment nine villages above Bughakki on the border of Para Chamkannis, but within
the Kurram sido of the watershed, which for political considerations had been left
out at the last Bettlement, have been measured and included in the area to be
assessed. Yive new villages were colonised since the last Settlement, and three
new estates have been formed in this Settlement and two estates have heen
clubbed into one. These changes serve to explain the net inorease of 16 villages
since last Settlement.

2. This valley consists of a continuous stretch of open country gradually
e Tt ascending in a zigzag line from Thal to
’ ' Peiwar Kotal. The landscape generally
lies extonded, and is only shut in from the view, for a time here and there, at
sharp turns by short spurs or mounds near the road ; otherwise the effect is mot
marred by any cross ranges of low hills. The valley is surrounded by six
mountain ranges with two openings on the north-west and south-east by which
the Kurram River enters and flows out from the country.

Of the three mountains to the north and the south-cast, Sufed Koheor
Spin Ghar (lit. White Mountain or Mont Blanc) is the highest and the principal
range, which, traversing Tirah Maidan. runs as far as Jamrud in Peshawar and
further. The other two outworks, almost parallel to each other, rise opposite
Dangila and Arawali respectively,—the former, called Kargu Ghar, extending
as far as Samana and beyond, and the latter, known as Ding Sar, terminating
at Torwari in the Kohat District. The Sufed Koh is usually covered with snow
from November to June. Its Alpine heights are olothed with beautiful dark
pine forests, and lower down on the slopes and in the glens are nestled the
Mangal, Kharoti, Lasani and Bada Khel hamlets that serve as buffer clans.
All along the foot of the range runs a belt of 1ichly cultivated tract two or
t