
. The 'bulk 01 the decre;>seis unaer ·the head of capitation-tax; .. Le'ss . . dim> 
~ulty 'was ~xperieilced in conect~ng the revenue,. the proportion of de'faulter~ , :!(f 
the total nUl\lber of perso~s paymg revenue having fallen from 1 '74 per cent.)n 
18go'91 to' "24 per cent. 10 the year of report, Seven thousand three hun.;ired 
and fifty-nine warrants for the arrest of the person were issued} of which arr~sts 
were actual1y made in 3,416 cases against 11 ,o8~ warrants and 31595 arrest.s in 
1890"9" Attachments of property fell from 4,878 to 3,19' and sales of pro­
perty were effected in 72;) cases against 714 in the previous year. Twenty-two 
pets?ns wefe ~om'!litted to jail in default ~f pafment of capitation-tax. [~I~-
91 "nme such Impnsonments were made, eIght In respect oI arrears of capltatlO.n" 
tax and one' on account of land-rate in lieu of capitation-tax. 

113. As noticed in the previous year the permanent civil, crimir.al, arid 
revenue process· serving establishments were am"i11ga-

Proc:ua-seJvirg establi.hmenl. I' h . h ' . mated into one permanent estab IS ment m t e; year 
of report and one-third of ·the entire cost charged to H Revenue." The share. 
debitable to each district and the amount of fees realized in stamps are not given 
in every case. The Financial Commissioner reguests that ill future Deputy Com­
·missioners will notice in their Revenue Admmistration Reports (i) tt:c total 
Qumber ·of revenue processes issued through the agency of ·the process-setvi~g 
establishment, (ii) the amount of fees realized in stamps, (iii ) the ~hare of ·the 
process-service establishment debitable to Revenue, and (iv) the ··number and cost" 
(if any) of additional process-servers which may ha\'c been Sanctioned by the 
Financial Commissioner under clause (d), Rule Xl of Judicial Department Notifi· 
cation No, II, dated the 8th January 189', regulating the establishment •. to be 
maintained for the service and execution of processes. 

I '4. Proposals are before the local Government for thegraducd introduction 

O nd h 
• _ of the ywathughi (village headmen) system 01 revenue 

th.er matters u er t e I.oand I ' . f' I ' . 
Revenue Act. co tectlOn 10 t e place 0 the clrc e or talkthugyt 

CoH.cction of revenue by ywa· system. The experiment was ·tried in the year of 
thugYls. rep"OTt in Shwegyin and Sandoway with marked 
success, and, with the Chief Commissioner's concurrence, it has been· tried again in." 
parts of the Akyab, Salldoway, Shwegyin, Toungoo, Tavoy, and Mergui districts, 
arid is still being carried on. So far the results have been entirely satisfactory 
both from an administrative and financial point of view. The Financial Commis~ 
sioner is of opinion that the reform should now be regularly and systematically 
carried out. But he would do this gradually. It would clearly be inexpedient 
to force the measure too fast. As taikthugyiships fall vacant, the taiks (circles) 
should be broken up into village units and the collections delegated 'to the 
headmen. 

SECTION V,-,·OTHER ACTS, 

1'15, The total area of land acquired for public purposes· under the Land 
Land ncquired under the Land · Acquisition Act, No. X of J 870, was 459'5 acres at 

Acquisition Act X of 1~10' an aggregate cost of Rs. 1,39,700. The annual land 
revenue actually reduced thereby amounted to Rs, 866. Excluding Rangoon, 
where the value of property in town is excessively high, the prices paid for land 
taken up were !-

Amount of 
Cost per Acres. compensation 

paid. a,,~ 

R" R" 
(I) For roads 350'00 14.570 41'63 
(3) For canals 4'80 1,603 33FS (3~ For railway!! . .. ' ... '00 18S 30 '33 
(4 For buildmgs and miscellane-

ous public works ... 103'90 8.357 81'21 
~ , 

53'93 Total .. : - -
. The amount pai? as compensation for land tllken up in Akyab appears fair 

and c:aVs for .no speclel remark,' No appeal was preferred against the Coll.clor's . 
award.. ' . , ,.". . .' 



'~. , 
. ' , 

'An ,areao! I" acre of land :was;leqllired.in the town 01 Rangoon, the totlaj , 
' a'iXt$unJ: of compensation awarded being Rs. 1,14,9l!6, 01 the abovemenlioned 
are'a -86 of an acre was taken up for connecting the new railway line with 
Messrs, Bulloch Brothers and Company's lIIi1l at Kemmendine. The proper-Iy 
acquired was held in fee simple in perpetuity and the price paid, includinj: the 
statutory allowance 01 15 per cent., amounted to Rs. 5,835. Another plot 10 tbe 
Pazundaung circle, measuring '02 of an acre for railwayext~nsion. was taken ~p 
under the authority 01 General Department Notification No. 74, dated the • . 7th 

, May lil9o. This land was originally ~anted as a ,site for a pa,goda. NQ claim wa~ 
"preferred lor the land, but compensatIOn, amountmg to Rs. 655, had to be awarded 
lor the removal of two monastenes standing on the land. The balance{Rs. 34.S:Jl!) 
entered under II Railways" represents the sum paid in 1891-92 on aCCOWlt ofland 
acquired in 189"-91. A sum of Rs. 73,958" which was awarded in 189"-91 for an 
are,a of '3 of ap. acre, was dis~)Ursed in .the yea: of report . The lan.d in respect. C?f 
which so large a sum was patd was alienated in 18651 and at the ttme -of acqUlSl­
tion was held by a n~tive of India. The block Oil which this land stood had 
previously (in 1885) been reserved for public purposes, Before proposals for 
acquiring the land could be matured, the owner started building a bazaar. Orders 
for acquiring the land were published in General Department Nolificat ;on No.6, 
dilted the 5th January 1891. The compensation offered was refused and' a suit 
was filed in the Rc.corder's Court against the Collector's award, with the result 
that the large sum of Rs. 73,958 was obtained, In this case it seems tolerably 
dear that the freehohler became aware of the intention to acquire the land· for 
public purposes, and it would have been better if the Government Ad\'oc.a.te had 
been instructed to plead clause 7 of section 25 of the Land Acquisition 
Act. The remaining cases do not call for any special remark. 

116. A Bill to amend the Land Acquisition Act, 1870, is before the 
Supreme Government. The Financial Commissioner is entirel:y i.n favour of 
placing the chief responsibility' on the Collector and 01 restricting tbe action 01 
the Civil Courts as far as posstble. Experience in Rangoon shows that the system 
in force at prescnt is objectionable. The sooner t.he present law is altered the 
better it will be for Government. 

117. A sum of rupees two lakhs was granted by the Government of India 
Loa • I . (or agricultural loans in this province. Of this sum 

ns to·agrlCu tunsts. ks. 21,700 were allotted for Lower Burma. The 
loans bear interest at 6! per cent~ per annum. A sum of Rs. 200 was granted 
in Sarrdoway for the purchase of cattle repayable in June 1892. In Tharrawaddy 
Rs. 7,'jOO were advanced to agriculturists for the purpost: of purchasing ca}t1e. 
The borrowers preferred repaying the debt in one instalment. The loans with the 
exception of Rs. 100 were repaid by the 31st March. The balance was recover· 
ed in the current year. 

Rupees 1,500 were advanced to agriculturists in the M yede subdivision of 
the Thayetmyo district. No portion of the loans has been repaid as the ad·vances 
were made repayable in March J894' Loans to the extent of Rs. 6,500 were 
inade in the. Toungoo district to enable cultivators to buy ploughacattle. The 
whole ·of the amount, together with a sum of Rs. 4,100 outstanding from the pre· 
vious year, -was realized. In the Salween district a sum of Rs. 1,000 was granted 

. to two cultivators to open out land for cultivation and for irrigation purposes. 
The I~ans were made on substantial security ~eparable in five years by half­
·yearly mstalments. One Instalment of Rs. 50 With mterest due on the amount 
lent was paid within the year. The total amount advanced was thus Rs. 17,100, 
of which Rs. 14,350 were recovered wit-hin the year. In addition to this a sum 
Of Rs. 10,975 on account of loans made in ·previous years was reali1.ed. The 
interest collected amounted to Rs. 757'2-11. 

SECTION VI.-MISCELLANEOUS. 

118.. At ,the commencement of the year there were 10;220 cases pt.mding 
. ' . before, Revenue Officers of allgrade.; 129,734 case. 
k~~.~.e wo~k perJ~d dating ·were ·instituted dunns the year, so that the tot~1 

. - 'number of cases for diSposal was 139,954' Of thtl; 
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number ,28,465 cases were decided, leaving " ,489 -cases pending at tbe close of 
the year. Pegu and Tenasserim are similar as regards the proportion of pend ... 
ing cases to the number for trial. Arakan showed the best results. Irrawaddy was 
slightly inferior. The Financial Commissioner is dissatisfied with the tardiness 
eVInced by these figures in the disposal of revenue cases. In the previous year 
Census operations, no doubt, hindered Revenue Officers from promptly dealing witb 
the cases before them, but no such excuse can be brought forward for the back~ 
ward condition of the files in the year of report. The Financial Commissioner 
hopes that Commissioners will impress upon their subordinate officers the neees·. 
sity Jar the quick despatch of all revenue cases coming before them. 

'119. Two hundred and thirty~nine appeals were preferred to Commissioners, 
of wh1ch 149 were summarily rejected, .2 remand· 

Appe!late work of Revenue Offi· ed for re-trial, and 78 decided ' in favour of appel-
- IT ' ants, wo cases were transferred and 15 were 'pf'nd~ 
ing trial at t be close of the year. The subjoined table shows the appellate work 
of Commissioners. 

',: .. -~ 1 ~~-lrlC lr f .... ]f~ .~ ~T~il 
III E o t o.. t t ""'"2 = 1 fi Q.o:=: 
~ ~ ... I 0 fG Q " ~ cf ~"'" 

·Comm ,sslO~r, Ar;~- ... ·.·.·. 1 .. ' 0 - •. -. - 10 -:- ,35°, ••• , "'" I 3° 
Commissioner, Pegu ... 2 64 ... .J ISS 
Commissioner. Irrawaddy ... .. . 18 . .. I ... 19 I 2 22 

Comm iuioner, Tenasserim ... ... 2$ •. ' 3 ." 2S ... 1 1 '9 

Total ... -;;-- -;-1 78 ... \--;;; ---;- - -8 239 

The revenue appellate work of Deputy Commissioners has slightly increased, 
but the work is by no means heavy. One hundred and twenty-two appeals were 
preferred against 76 in 1890-91. In t2 cases the petitions were rejected, 2 

cases were remanded for re:-trial before the Lower Courts. 52 cases were decided 
in favour of the appellants, and 50 cases decreed for respondents. Six cases were 
left pending at the close of the year. The following statement shows the appel­
late work of Deputy Commissioners in Lower Burma ;-

" io. ~ I b. .. • 1 .l! ~ . ] • 
Name of Appdlate Court. "Ii 

i! ~ 
"2~ - ~ ~ 

" " 1 ·! r " o.!& 
ii .- ." nl ~ ~ 'B -. elo ~ x. ~8. . il' ." • " • 
'" '" 0 0 .... .... I 0- .... 

I 
--

Deput)' Commissioner. Akyab ... , , , 6 ,. . .. . .. '0 
Deputy Com nli.uioner, Kr aukpyu ... . .. . .. 6 . .. 6 ... . .. 6 
Deputy Commissioner. Sa ndow,,)' ... 

-..:~ 
... . .. , , ... . .. , 
-- - - - r--

Total ... , , 
8~ 

' 7 '1 ---
5 I7- I--

O'feputy Comminloner, Pfegu ... • , ,8 .8 
Deputy Commissitl:1er. Prome ... . .. ... , , 3 3 -Total ... , , 6 '3 " . .. " -- -- - ---Deputy Commissioner. Th6nf;wa ... . .. . .. 5 3 8 ·f g Deputy Commissioner, Bils~m ... ... . .. , , : . .. , 
Deputy Commiu ioner, Henz;ada ... , . .. 5 , ... . .. S 
Deputy C;0mmia,io lUll". Thayetmyo ... . .. ... 3 , 4 ... " . 4 - - -Tct.al 

:~~ 
... 'S 7 '. . .. 3 >1 --- -

Deput)' Commissioner. Amherst ... S '9 ' 1 . .. 3 3" 
Deput)' Commissioner. Tavo}' .. , ... ... , ... , .. . . .. • Deputy Commissioner, Mergu! 

:::~ 
... , . .. , .., ... • Deputy Commissioner. Shwegym " • ... ... . .. . ' 4 - ---Total .. . S ... . '3 '3 54 ... 

3~ --
1
76 ., GI\AWD TOTU . .. U 'I 5' 50 6 , .. , ... 



REPORT ON THE UVENU! AC'UNISTRATION OF SUR".A POR 1~1-91. 4i 

120. fhe cost of revenue ·cases r.anged fram Re, 0..1-10 in Bassein taRs. 
Cott.inrtvenueusts. J-12-8 in Tavoy. The average cost per case has 

slightly exceeded the figure obtained in 1890"91, ,but 
i~ is, hawevflr, lower than the average cost in 1889-go. The total number of cases 
in which s\amps were expended fell from 106,826 in 1890-91 to 102,811 in the 
year of report, but the value, of .tamps affixed to them 'rose from R., 14,612 to 
Rs. 15,861. As campared with the preceding year there was a slight decre.ase 
in costs awarded :n these cases. 

1'1. Owing to a reduction in the Akyab (I) , Prome (3), and Toungoo (I) dis-

Th 
' • , 0 tricts the ' number of cirde. feU from 789 in 1890-91 

ugylS comml.SiOn. 8 'I f ' h O d' to 7 4 10 t le year a report WIt. a correspan mg 
decrease in the number af thugyis employed fram 711 to' ~2. A reduction in 
the number of thugyi. was also made in the Kyaukpyu, Sandoway, and Shwe­
gyin districts in which the ywathugyi system af revenue collection was intro-­
duced for the first time. ann also in the Tavay district. Two additiO'nal thugyis 
were employed in the Thayetmyo district to make up the ful! complement 
required. The rates of commission paiq to thugyis have remained unaltered. 
They are 10 per cent. on collections up to a maximum of Rs. 6,000 and 5 pet 
cent. on the remainder. The total sum paid as commissian to thugyisin 1891.92 
was Rs. 9.99,200 against Rs. 8,53,343 in the previous year. Of this amount 
the thugyis actually received Rso 8.43,424 as compared with Rs, 7,05,858 in 
1890.91. or an averagt of Rs. 1,219 against Rs. 993 10 the precp.ding year. The 
highest am aunt paid to any ant! thugyi in 1891.-92 was Rs. 5,823 in Pegu, 
while in the previaus year it was Rs. 6,305 in the same district. The lowest 
sum ' paid was Rs. 31 in Tavoy anc Sandoway against RS.23 in Amherst in 
1890-91. The average amO'unt of commissiO'n paid to' thugyis by districts in the 
order of impO'rtance is given in the subjoined table;-

District. 1890'91 . 1891-92. 
Rs. Rs. 

( I ) pogu ,,<>96 ',41' 
(II) TM'gwa '.'58 '.390 

( ttl ) Hantflawaddy 1,881 2,0 12 
(IV) Shwegyin 687 1.6SsJ 
(V) n'lssein 1,191 l,s8o 

(VI) Tharrawaddy " . 1,"235 1,"249 
(VII ) Amherst 8S8 1,245 

(V illi Henzada 1.0533 J, J41 
( IX ) SanJoway 66-i 889 
( X ) Akyah 835 81"2 

(XI) Tav,y 5'5 '5' 
( XII} Kyaukpyu 626 848 

(XIII) Prome 64s 19S 
(XIV) l'hayetmyo 628 60a 
(XV] Toungoo 561) 590 

(XVI) Mergui S4S S25 
{XVII} Salween 451 461 

(XVIII) Rangoon Town ... a79 :n6 
(XIX) N orthern Arakan 118 184 

Except in the Th;1.yetmyo. Mergui , and Rangoan Town districts there has 
been an increase in every district, due, in a great measure, to the promptitude with 
which the cO'llectians were made in the year of report. 

l22.. The security bonds of thugyis are all on the mutual guarantee system 

S 'bo-.J. and are reported to be in gO'O'd conditiO'n. They are 
ecurlty nuS. Id d' h 'h d o ge 111 t e treasury strO'ng-room In t e custo y 

or the Deputy Commissioner. The security bO'nds O'f bailiffs, treasurers, and 
sta~p-vendari are also rep'O'rted to' be in gaod O'rder. During the year of report 
a new ~orm of bO'.nd. for bailiffs, treasurers. and stam~-vendars was . pr~scribed ,by 
the Chlef Comm!sslOner and ordered to be brought mto use. Compliance WIth 
tgese orders has nat been reported in every case. but it is understood fram the 
remarks of the Deputy CommissiO'ners in their reports that fresh bands in the 

. new forms have been taken, T.he arders regarding the amount of security to 
be taken frO'm treasurers have operated somewhat hardly, and the Financial 
"Commissianer has had brought to' his notice a few casts in which the incumbents 
have been compelled to surrender their aPPO'intments O'wing to their inability to 

o lutnish security to the amount required under the new orders, ' 
II 
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REVENUE OFFICERS. 

123. In the Akyab district Maung Mra U, Akutlwun, and Extra Assistant 
. . . Commissioner Milung Myat Tun AunifToOoMo, main-

Atakan diVISIOn. 0 d h . . f 'k M tame t elr reputatIOn or energy 0 you aung 
p() Myit appears to have. done well, but the most successful officer was Myo6k 
Maung Kyaw Zan U. The work of Myook Maung Shwe Hnya was unsatisfactory. 
In Kyaukpyu Maung San Da L6k was Akunwun for 338 days and was re­
lieved by Maung Tha Aung, who held charge during the remainder of the offi­
cial year. Maung San Da L6k's work was altogether unsatisfactory. He has 
been granted furlough for a year preparatory to retirement. My06k MaungTun 
Hla of the An township did an inadequate amount of touring, and MaungTha Zan, 
who was in charge of the M yeL6n township, appears to have devote~ more attention 
to working for a transfer than to the administration of his township;· His work was 
indifferent in all respects. Myooks Maung Shwe Hman and Maung Me worked 
well . In Sandoway the Akunwun Maung San U Kaing gave satisfaction, and 
My06ks Maung Chin HlalV, Maung T ha Bwin, and Maung Aung Kyaw Zan have 
e.uned the commendation of the Deputy Commissioner for their aptitude for 
work. The Commissioner, Arakan DiVision, commends the revenue work of 
Messrs. Irwin and Houghton. 

124. The Deputy Commissioner, Rangoon Town Lands, speaks highly of 

P d
·· . the Akunwun, Mr. Shitcoreo The Town Lands De-

egu IVISlon. • d b h C .. P partment was mspecte y t e ommlSSlOner, egu, 
who reports that the state of the office in every branch is creditable to the De­
puty Commissioner (Majo.r Temple) and his able Assistant Mr. Shircore. The 
records .arc now in excellent order. Besides the land revenue, the Deputy 
Commissioner, Rangoon Town Lands, is charged with the collection of rents 
from leases of land in the town of Rangoon. The collections in the year of re~ 
port are very satisfactory. The following statement shows the improvement 
which has been made in collection during the past three years!-

~ 

" 11 OUTSTANDING Olil A(; -" 0" " S" .- ~ cOllin 01' TUB 
u~ • ~ • 0 

" 
_ . . 

n 'C • Year. .: 2 2 • Remark!!. 
'Co E •• ~ 0 @t ~ 

I • " .- " h •• • > ~ .. ~~ e t o~ ~;.-. ~ Q V • ° '" V .. ... - --- - 1-- -
R,. R,. Rs. Rs. Rs. R,. 

1889-90 ... 1,66,202 1.37.2°7 183 28,212 9,5:28 37.740 

1890-91 ... 1,67.914 1.62,371 ,87 5.250 3.492 8,740 

1891-ll1 ... 1.&0,000 1,75.1)68 16. 3.868 ... 3.868 Includes rent on paddy_Ian 
due on 1St June. 

d 

.-
These figures are not include? in the statements appended to this report, as 

the amounts collected, after deductlOg the cost of estabhshment and collection are 
made over to the Rangoon Municipality as a contribution from Provincial reven~es. 
In Hanthawaddy the Akunwun Maung Chit Hmun was in charge only for a few 
months, and though inexperienced is said to promise well. Extra ASSistant Come 
missioner Maung Po, K.S.M., Subdivisional Officer, Insein, was energetic and de .. 
voted a good deal of attention to personally verifying remission statements. The 
following My06ks are well reported on by lhe Deputy Commissioner, namely,Mr. 
Henry Rice and Maun~ Pyat, who held charge of the Hmawbi township in suc­
cession, Maung Tha KlO, Township Ofijccr, Tunte, and Maung Ta Po, Towne 
ship Officer, Kungyang6n. 

o oThe Cornmissloner, Pegu Division, notes that Mr. Macrae, Deputy Com­
mISSIoner, Hanthawaddy; has worked hard and well and has been ably assisted 
l;>y 'm?st of h!s Revenue 0f!ice~s. In Pegu the Akunwun Maun~ ·Po Kin was 
tardy In the dIsposal of appbtatlons for grants of land, and for this he hao been .. 
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reprimanded by the Deputy Commissioner. In other respects he has rendered 
useful assistance • 

. The Financial Commissioner is glad to notice the commendation bestowed by 
the Deputy Commissioner on Mr. Sarfas, Extra Assistant Commissioner, Kyauk~ 
tan. All the Revenue Officers in this district energetically responded to the call 
made by the Financial Commissioner to get the n:venue in by the 31 st March. 
The Commissioner, Pegu Division, writes that the fact that aU the land revenue 
in Pegu which has the largest land revenue of any district in the province, 
was col1~cted by due date, reflects great credit on the Deputy Commissioner, 
Mr. Fraser, and his Revenue Officers generally, and in this the Fmancial Commis~ 
sioner fully concurs. In Tharrawaddy the officers who have been well reported 
on are Maung Shwe Bwin, Subdivisional Officer, Soutll Tharrawaddy, who is highly 

. commended by the Deputy Commissioner, and Myo6ks Maung Paw Tun of 
Sanywe and· Maung Po of Gyobingauk. Maung Tha Dun Aung, Myobkof Tarun, 
is reported to be a fair Revenue Officer. In this district also the collection () the 
land revenue was very efficiently carried out, the balance on the 3[st March 
being quite nominal. In Prome Akunwun Maung Po Pe appears to have earned 
the good opinion of the Deputy Commissioner. In Thongwa the Akunwun 
Maung Shwe Waing and the Inkunwun Maung Yo both did well. The work of 
the former is much discounted by the fact that he is unacquainted with English. 
Since the district report was written Maung Shwe Waing has aeen suspected of 
malpractices in the disposal of grants. He has been placed under suspension 
pending enquiry into the charges which have been framed against him. Extra 
Assistant Commissioner Maung Pe, in charge of the (Yalldoon subdivision, dad 
well, but Myook Maung Pe , in charge of the Mawlin subdivision, appears to have 
been overworked .and fell into a superficial habit of rushing through his work. 
Extra Assistant Commissioner Maung Ogh at Pantanaw neglected his ·work, so did 
My06k Maung Aung Ko. 

The Commissioner agr~es with the Deputy Commissioner that M yooks Maung 
Tin Gyawand Maung Po Thin deserve commendation. M yook Maung Ba Thaw 
did badly and has been punished. Maung Po Maung, Myook of Wakema, has 
improved in a marked manner. The Commissioner, Irrawaddy Division, corn· 
mcnds Mr. Saunders, Assistant Commissioner, Subdivisional Officer, for efficient 
performance of his work, but considers that Mr. Sharpe, Assistant Commissioner, 
was wanting in his admimsttatioll of the Pyapun subdivision. In Bassein the 
Deputy Commissioner bestows praise on his AkunwulI (Maung Ba), but the Com­
missioner reports that Maung Ba allowed the rellts of the Bassein town lands to 
fall into arrears. The Revenue Officers of Bassein as a whole have worked well. 
In Henzada the Akunwun Maung Shwe Tha is said to be a hardworking officer 
and appears to have won the good opinion of the Deputy Commissioner. Mr. Nis· 
bet, Subdivisional Officer, Myanaung, who joined at the end of the revenue~l,;ol­
lecting season, did well in promptly disposmg of some remission cases that he 
found pending. Maung Po Bye, Subdivisional Officer, Henzada, is reported to be 
a very good officer, Myooks Maung Hla Baw, Maullg Te, and Maung Ba 0 are 
reported on badl¥. 

The Comrmssioner, Irrawaddy Divisioll, writes that revenue administration 
in Henzada has been distinctly good. Colonel Butler, Deputv Commissioner, 
knows his district thoroughly and works his thugyis admirably. ~ In Thayetmyo 
Akunwun Maung Po Kin appears to have worked well and to have earned the 
praise bestowed on him by the Deputy Commissioner. Mr. Blake, Subdivisional 
Officer, Thayetmyo, has proved himself to be, the Commissioner, Irrawaddy Divi· 
sion, reports" an energetic, accurate, and thoroughly satisfactory officer all round. 
The Subdivisional Officer, Mycde, Mr. Bonus (who has since been transferred to 
Bombay), took but little interest in his work and allowed the collections of revenue 

., to flag. ,But for this officer, the whole of the colle£tions .of revenue in the Irra .. 
waddy division would have been realized in full by the .1 lst March 1892. 

125· In Amherst the Akunwun Maung Shwe Po worked well. Messrs. 
Tenasserim division. Martyr, Subdivis'ional Officer, Thaton, and Pascal, 

My06k of Wagaru, both rcndt:red valuable st'fvice in 
Lbe collection of revenue . . Myook Maung Po Hla proved himself to be a capable 
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and energetic .;m.;er: ' l.n T;v~y the Akunwun 'M~~ng Po Si'was ~*.";dinelli- · 
cient and was succeeded' by Mau~ Po San, who rendered great assistance to ·the ' 
Deputy Commissioner. ' Extra Ass15tant Commissioner. Maung On was most ener­
gebc in collecting the r~venue of his Cfhayetchaung) townshIp. .My~s .. ~·aung 
Thaw and Maung Kym Yon both dId well ,. but M yoOk 1.1 aung ~ an Slim 'WII 
indolent and had to be transferred to a.less Importa~t ,~harge. Th,s appears to 
have ha.d a whole.ome e.fiect,. as the Deputy CommlsSlone~ reports that Maun~ 
Yan Shin has now apphed hlm.elf WIth more energy to hIS ,work. In Metgul 
Akunwun Maung Shwe Kyu has maintained , his reputation for thoroughness in 
his work. The work 01 Mr. Merrifield, Extra Assistant Commissioner, was ,good 
as Township Officer, but as Subdivisional Officer he failed to properly supervise 
two townships. Maung On Shwe and Maung Shwe Gycik worked well; but 
Myook Maung Pan Maung was not sufficiently energetic. MyoOk Maung Sois 
entirely out of place at Leoya, where the bulk of tne mhabItants are Siamese, 
Karens, . Malays, and Chinese. His conduct was unsatisfactory and is now. 
under enquiry. In Toungoo the Akunwun Maung Myat Tha Dun worked well. , 
An district officials co-operated in realizing the whole of the revenue detna1'" 
before the 31st March 1892-a very creditable result. · ~~ 

In Shwegyin Akunwun Maung Ba Thein has proved himself to be a ca~ati\ 
and trustworthy officer. M yook Maung Pe Gyi is an excellent officer, and is hIghly 
commended by the Deputy Commissioner. MyoOk Maung Mo of Kyaukpyu i. 
a realible officer, but is past age. Extra Assistant Commissioners Mr. A. C. Beale, 
Maung Shwe Go, and Maung Aung Zan were assiduous in the execution of their 
duties and worked well. 

126. The number of days spent in the interior of their res pective charges by 
the officers engaged in the revenue administration of 

Touring by Revenue .officers. Lower Burma, is shown in Statement No. XXX VII 
appended to this report. 

12,. Major Parrott held charge 01 the Arakan division throughout the year 
M.k.o d;,;.~o. and

d 
spentII3S dahysldon thour. TfwohoffiAckers'bMd~jorGr~y 

an Mr. rwlO, e c arge 0 t c ya Istnct In 

succession. The former proportionately did less travelling than his successor. 
Me. McBlainc held charge of the K yaukpyu district for nearly three months and 
spent three weeks in the district. He was succeeded by Mr. Leeds, who did a 
fair amount of travelling. Mr. Houghton, Deputy Commission~r, Sandoway, spent 
nearly five months in travelling, and his example was well followed by the Town­
ship Officers in his district. Maung Myat Tun Aung, Subdivisional Officer 
Rathedaung, Maung Shwe Hman , Myook of Cheduba, and the Myook 01 Taungup 
Maung Chin Hlaw, travelled more than other Myooks in the Arakan division. 

128. In Pegu Colonel Strover spent 102 days in touring. In Hanthawaddy 
P d' " and Pegu, owing to changes in the personnel of the 

egu j\·1510n. officers, little travelling could be done by the Deputy 
Commi,.ioner. The Deputr Commissioner, Tharrawaddy (Lieutenant Maxwell), 
was energetic and spent hal of the year in tl.e interior. The travelling done by 
Major Cressw~ll, Deputy CommiSSIOner, Prome, was insufficient. Among the 
subordinate officers the following were most active il.1 travelling, namely, Maung 
On Gaing, Myook, Tharrawaddy, 250 days; Maung Paw Tun, Myook, Tharra­
waddy, 18, days; and Mr. Sarlas, Extra Assistant Commissioner, Kyauktan, 186 
days. 

129. Messrs. Norton and Buckle, who held char!\:, of the Irrawaddy division , 
Irr.awaddydivision. . iTnhsuccession, spent toIgI.et edT 133bdaycs II'n .trlavllellingi • 

e amount of trave 109 one y oonc ut er, 
Deputy Commissioner, Benzada (65 days), was/oor. Owing to the changes of 
officers the Deputy Commissioners, Thongwa an Bassein, were not able to spend 
a sufficient time in the interior of their districts. The ag~regate number of days 
spent by the Deputy Commissioners, Thayetmyo, who held cnarge of the district 
at different times, was 108. Mr. Blake, Subdivisional Officer, Th~.yetmyoJ and 
Maung Ye Bya, M y06k, Bassein, spent more time touring throug.h their charges 
than otber subordinatecofficers in the Irrawaddy division: ' . ." 



R!P(JRT ON THE REveNUE ADMINISTRATION OF BURMA FOll Ihl-tS. 

130. Colonel Spearman was in charge of the Tenasserim division for II days 
. T . d'" at the close of the official kear. His predecessors, 

enasserlm IVUllon. C I I C k d M B I o one 00 e an r. ue e, spent altogether 161 
days in the interior. Colonel Jenkins, Deputy Commissioner, Tavoy, and Mr. Bat .. 
. ten, Deputy Commissioner,' Mergui, spent tl)O much time at headquarters. The 
other Deputy Commissioners, Captain JohnslJn, Amherst, Mr. Carter, Toungoo, 
and Mr. Wilson, Shwegyin, did an adequate amount of travelling. Extra Assist­
ant Commissioners Maung Taing, Zeyawaddy, Mr. Merrifield, Maliwun, and 
My06k Maung Tha Zan, B6nmadi, were noticeable in the Tenasserim division 
for their energetic tourin~. The amount of travtlling performed by Revenue 
Officers in the -Tavoy district was insufficient. 



PART III. 

UPPER BURMA, 

Gross rtl'enue of Upper Burma 
under the control of Deputy Com· 
mis'Jioners. 

I ~ I. The gross revenue under the control of 
Deputy Commissioners in Upper Burma during the 
past two years is shown in the subjoined table, 

Head of 
revenue. 

1 ___ D_""-;-·_""_' __ I __ R_._m_i,~~io_~ 11 _ ___ C_OI_I .. T,_,,_n_., __ I-_o_u_,,,_ar"'"_'_n,_,_,_ 

1.890'91. 18g1"'9" 1890"91. 1891.~. 1890-91. ,89' -9:1· ,890-91. t89H}2. 

----~---"----II---+---l-----r-----r---l-----
R •. . Rs. R •. R,. R., R •. R •. 

Miscel!ane<lUS lo,8S2 I (bJl3.'.l5.6·u lC) 1:}.49,o00 38.9161 50 ,g6g 

Total .. . 67,55,o,8 168,79.997 r:::. ',78 .... \ 63,18,,\40 61,8S,945 13,61:-97-81-s-'15'563 

"'-.. -- - ... _- ---- - _._._-- ---- .. - ----- -----'---------
(a) Exclusive of Rs. 799 excess collections. 
(b) Exclusive of Rs. 19>495 excess collection", 
(c) Exdu!;;ve of Rs. 31.7°8 excess col1eC1ions. 

Notwithstand\n~ the scarcity which prevailed in nine districts of Upper Burma 
there has been a shght increase in the revenue demand, which rose from Rs, 
67,55,018 to Rs, 68,79,997 in the year of report, or an increase of Rs. 1,24,979 or 
1'85 per cent. Remissions to a larger extent than in the previous year had as a 
consequence to be made, and collections in many cases had to be delayed to enable 
people to meet their obligations without undue hardship. Thus fewer collections 
were made and a larger amount of revenue remained outstanding at the close of 
the' year than would otherwise have been the case. 

The season, following a series of bad years, was most unfavourable, and the 
untimely and insufficient fall of rain, coupled with a protracted drought, accentuat­
ed the situation to such an extent that in order that the people might sustain 
life who chose to work, liberal advances had to be made and extensive relief works 
of permanent utility started. Prompt and decisive action on the part of the local 
Administration averted what might have otherwise proved caiamltdu!i and would 
have required years of prosperity to enable the country to recover from. 

132, The process of substituting ywathugyis in the place of myothugyis 

Th . d h h has been steadily going (\n. In the previous year 
ugyls an ot er c arges. U B d' 'ded ' 86 h " pper urma was IVI mto 3,1 t ugyls 

charges, while in the year of report the number of such charges has increased to 
3,872. The increase is most marked in the Eastern division, where the number 
advanced by 310 or 45'79 per cent. In the Northern and Central divisions 
the advance made in this direction is due, in great measure, to the addition. 
of the feudatory States of Wuntho and Kale. As myothugyis fan in, opportunity 
is taken to appoint local headmen in their places and to pay them commission 
on their collections. The Financial Commissioner is glad to observe that loc .. l 
officers are in sYlllpathy with the movement. It is generally the case that, 
except within hIS own immediate charge, the myothugyi is seldom seen in 
the outlying villages, and his influence over the rest of his circle is mere~ no.mi.", 
na!. Th,e s,ubstit,ution of such a per~onage ~y res,ident '1ocaI ~eadmeni'.' .,dire~t . 
cl)1mn?mcatJ~n W1t~ th.e peop1e IS , In the Fl~ancJal Comf!11SS!Onet's .'.oplllIon, . ~ 
move III the right direction and should be persistently kept' In Vlew, 



Thathameda. 
'33. The demand and collection ofthatha",eda 

during the past two years by divisions are given in 
the following table ,-

COLLaCTIONS. 

Division, 

_________ ' _ _ , __ .'_8-.> __ '_' _ 1 __ '89_= __ , _,8-.> __ '_,_1,-:,89,-9,. 
Rs, Rs, Rs, Rs. 

8,00,795 10,°5>938 1.69,.541 8.9.1.165 
11,63.289 10,68.251 lO.tJ,B80 10,36,688 
11,16.730 11.97,6(;1 16 • .w,IQ6 14>57,666 

78,280 89>31' 78,1S4 88,991 

8,37,J 13 

Northern '" ... 
Central ' ' , .. 
Southern .. , .. , 
Irrawaddy (Upper Burma portion 

of the Thayetmyo district)" 
Eastern .. , 4,86.335 S,60,947 

Total 

For reasons which will bp. found in a subsequent paragraph, the demand has 
decreased (notably in the Eastern division ) by Rs. I ,49,8g5 or 3'24 per cent., and 
the collections by ' Rs. 3,76,075 or 8'66 per cent., as compared with the preceding 
year, Remissions to the extent of Rs. 1,60,483 were l:,Tfanted af;!ainst Rs, 65,675, 
being an increase of Rs, 94~808, or nearly one and-a"half times the amount 
surrendered in 1 8go-91 , The bulk of the remissions were made in Shwebo, 
Magwe, and tht tJ pper Chindwin districts , In the scarcity-affected districts the 
taxation was reduced by abatement of the demand calculated on the ascertained 
deficiency in the staple crops as compared with the yield in ordinary years, 

) 34, The incidence of the thathameda demand 

I nddence of thatham~a per 
head and {homily, 

per head of I he population in each division dUfin!\ the 
year of report as compared with 1890-91 is given 
below, 

Div.,ision, Population, 1890-91. IS91"92, 

--- - R,. R •. 
Northern ... ... . .. . .. 143,520 1'08 1'35 
Central .. . . " ... . .. 67°.794. 1'73 1'59 
Southern .. . .. , ... . .. 1,098,829 "56 ,"6. 
Irrawaddy (Thayetmyo) , .. ... . .. 55.5'14 1'41 1'61 
Eastern ... . .. ... . .. 550•283 1'56 0'92 -Average ... 3,IIS.9S0 1'48 1'4° 

, 

The decrease is most perceptible in the Eastern division, where distress was 
more widespread and acute, and the abatement of the demand had consequently 
to be, larg~r. The number of households assessed to thathameda is returned at 
48J,517. The incidence of thathameda demand per household by divisions as 
compared with ,890-9' is as follows ,-

1890-91, 
~s, 

Northern 9'14 9'41 
Central 9'99 8'55 
Southern g'81 g'92 
Itra,w~dy (Upper Burma portion of the l'hayetmyo 9'91 9'96 

distrIct), ' 

E4stern 9'11 5'96 

, Average 9"59 S'81 

the in<;i!lence appears to be ine'l.uilablc. Proposals are now before the Chief 
C;o,mmissiorier for laying down a umform pro~ed4re in the assessment of the thadla­
,ipeda on .the non-agricult.uial dasses and of fixing a land-tax on the agricultural 
',CIasses in lieu of the existin~ thathameda. . 



REPORt ON THE IlEvtNUE ADMINI$IMTION 01 BURMA POR l.,t .... 

Revenue on State lands. 

= 

I 
D ivision. 

- - ---.-

Northern ... ... 
Central ... . .. 
Southern '" ... 
Irrawaddy (rJtper Burma J?Or. 

tion of the T ayctmyo d istrict). 

Ealtern ... ... 

Total ... 

135. The demand and collection of revenue 
from State lands during the past two years are giveD 
in thG-following table ,-

.. . .. - -
DEMAND. COLLECTIONS. 

- -
1 890-9 l. 1891-92. 1890-91. ISgI-93. 

- - -
R,. n,. R,. R,. 

2.15.362 3,10,278 ' ,54.250 2,340556 

75,290 1,16,803 02,284 t.o.\.. 129 

62,088 1,43.785 35,881 1.31,,s60 

... 74 . .. 14 

•• lo,6.p 4.28.061 3.99.583 4.01 ,781 

-
I 

-
7.63.382 9.99,001 6.5 1.998 8.72.100 

_._-.. _---
The increase both in demand and collection is general. The only districts 

of consequence in which there has been a falling off in the demand are Lower Chin~ 
dwin, Minbu, and YamHhin. All these districts suffered from a scanty rainfall. 
In the Northern division the increase is to a material extent due to the incorpor. 
at ion of the territory formerly known as \Vuntho with the adjoining district of 
Katha. In the Central Jivision more lands were declared State and brought 
under assessment, while in the Southern division the fluctuation is due to an 
alteration in the date on which the kyun (island) tax falls due. In the Eastern 
division the increase is due partly to extension of cultivation and partly to the 
enhancement of the plough·tax in the Pyinmana distritt. 

J 36. The demand on account of miscellaneous revenue comprises receipts 

M
. II from stamps, excise, fisheries, ferries, tribute, water-
Lsee aneous revenue. I fi U V'I rate, sa t, nes under the pper Burma llage 

Regulation, petroleum, jade stone, ruby mines, and other petty items of revenue. 
The demand and collection of this reveniJe during the past two years are as 
follows ,-

. . -- . . - - . ..... ... . - . 

D.8Mum. COI. L.8CTLON!I. 

Division. 

18go-9i. 

- -
R,. 

Northern". ... . .. 6,03,1:1>8 

Central ... ... ... 1,46,640 

Southern ... . .. 3.55.788 

lrrawaddf (Upper Burml portion 11.803 
of the hayelmyo district). 

Eastern .. . ... .. . ~,S.'\r456 

Total ... 13,7 10595 

(A) Exeludes Rs. 11).'.153 ellCess collectIOns. 
(6) B.xeludes Rs. 31,39'.1 excess collections. 

1891 ' 92. 1890-91. JSgt-92• 

R,. R,. R,. 
5046,318 (11) 5,79,155 (blS,3 1.854 

1,65.666 1.35,891 1,46,737 

4.08,423 ('l 3.S3A"9 (d} 3,94,2Ja 

4.938 11,062 4,938 

2.8':;,506 :a .... 6,I05 2,81.259 

-
14,10,851 13.2$.622 13.49.000 

(c) Excludes & , 241 excess coilec1lOns. 
(J) Excludes Rs. 316 excess collections. 



. ~'t(oH~\~,~.""..,.itATiOH ,()f' . BuIl:MA'P.oa-., .. ., .. , 
;' The inoreases' and decreases under the principal heads of revenueunder" 

M.:;'Misce~laneous IJ. are shown bt!low. 
- - •. . . . - .. 

. I.,., .... 
Head. of revenue. IB90-91. 189r-9:1. .. 

decreate. 

--
R., R., Ra. r E,,~. .. , .. . .. , .. . 4,4S-59! 5,12~i6 + 66.8591' 

,) Pishery .. , ... .. ' ... ',00.793 "f'i ' + 56.593 
J) Petroleun, ... ... .., ... 550501 • • :06 + '5'~'5 4) Stamps ... ... , ,, . .. 2.31,109 z.¢an9 + 'i' .. (~ Fen-in ... .. . .. , ... 38.606 .·.660 + •063 

( ) Royalty on lead ... ... ... .. . 8" t.7S' + .~' . . F) Steatite . . , .. , .. .., .. , ,,808 •• ~3 + 3. 5 
8J Interest .. , .. , .. . ... 4.546 7· 5 + 30949 ' 

(9J RegiltratirJn .. , ... ... ... 40'<>4 5,8'k + '1~ (10) Fruit-tree tax , .. .. . .. , '" 1:I'!j0 13.73 + 
(II) Salt ... ... .. . .. , 140 0 t4.93O + .SO 
~n) ~ade ,tone ,., .. . ... ... 55.500 , 

5" ~ - 3.000• 
13~ uby Mines ~ .. ... .. , ... 7.069 '. - 40 170 
~14 Fines and forfeitures ... .. , .. . J.8S" 4053' - 503'5 
IS) Water-rate ". .. , , .. ... .S54 90.517 - 7.917 

(16) Tribute .. . , .. ., . 69.6 JO 't:91 - 45,5 19 
(17) Fine. under the Upper Burma. Village Regulatio n , .. 93. 858 3,139 - 57t119 

,--~ 

The incidence of the total demand (Rs. 68,79,997) perhou.ehold assessed 
to thathameda is Rs, 14'29, 

137. Particulars of the revenue included under the head " MiscellanplllI.s" 
are shown in the subjoined table. 

13 
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~~",*,..,.,", .... - ....... 

'RAiNFALL AND ' HARVEST. 

'~' . ' , , .. , .,,", 

3!!. It .was noted .in the ~eport for Ifl?O-91 that almost throughout UpW 
J1llrma the ramfall was tnsuffictent and untImely and ~hat the crops were I"'."!:. 
Th¢ year .89'-9' was much worse. The comparatIve statement 01 raonfall, 
attached tothis report shows that in 14 out of the 17 districts 01 Upper Buron'a 
lhe rainfall was less than last year, and that in every district it was far below,the 
average of ,preceding years. In the three districts, Mandalay, Shwebo, and 
Myingyan, where the total rainfall was 'better than last year, the ,increase was so 
slight and the fall was so untimely that the crops benefited nothing. , 

In that part of Upper Burma coloured blue - in the rainfall map attached 
Minbu. Yaml!thin. which may be called the dry zone, comprising tl* 
"" Saga' four districts of the Southern division, two ceo;" _gwo, "g, 
p,akbkku. Lo .... er Chindwin. tral districts of the Easte.rn divisipn (Kyaukse is 
:~~k~l:.n. ,.! ~f.:ebo, protected by irrigation}) Sagairig, and portions of t~ 

Lower Chindwin and Ye·u districts of the' CentrAl 
"division, aI)d Shwebo in the Northern division, where the rainfall is always 
;scanty. a'ny diminution :or irregularity in th,e fal~ i~ a se:ious matter and cropS 
.suffer severely. In thIS tract the early rams eIther faIled or fell at such fitfUl 
intervals that ~rop after crop withere-d. A series of bad' harvests in previous 
years had left a very small stock of food·grains in the hands of the people i 
'this was soon ex~austed, and as the unseasonable year advanced 'it was evident 
that only an insignificant crop could be expected. Prices rose univ~rsally. In 
inany dIstricts agriculturists had been already impoverished by loss of cattle in 
the previous year and in the year before; and as soon as stocks of grain were 
exhausted and price. rose, the scarcity 01 money with which to buy food began 
to be felt. Many families leit their homes in search of employment, others began 
to sell their cattle to obtain food and seed: for the rain which fell, though too 
:late for the usual sowings, tempted some to hazard a late sowing. 
, Of the 10 districts included in the above tract only one managed to get 
through the year without assistance, namely, Pak6kku. In Pak6kku hardy 
.food staples, such as jowar and maize, are lar~ely grown, and a failure of the rice~ 
.crop there is not the serious matter which it lS in a wholly rice~gro\Ving district. 
In all the other nine districts relief works had to be opened. Large advance. 
were made to enable the agriculturist to hold on to his land and his cattle, and 
large reductions were made in the assessment of the thathameda. 

In the remaining districts of Upper Burma (Kyaukse excepted) the cro'ps, 
., ' though below the average, were not so bad as in the 
Mandalay. I Shamo., . tract I' ust described. Some of these districts are 
Katha. Upper Chlnnwin. . h b' d h . h' h f .Rubv Mine.!. Pyinmana. sparse Y m a lte , ot ers are Wit m easy reac 0 

, grain_exporting centres and had the means of pur-
~hasing i and though it was a bad year for all, no serious anxiety was felt as to 
their condition. The remarks of District Officers on the rainfall and harvest ill 
'those districts where scarcity was most felt are quoted in the appendix. 

139. In Mandalay the rainfall, though slightly better than last year, was much 

N th ' d:" below the average, being only half of what it was in 
. 01' ern IVI5IOn. 88' I ' I h rI . 

_ I 9 j It was a SO . very untzme y it e ea y rams were 
very "scanty, and the heavier falls occurred when the time for the rice.crops was 
:almo,t past. T~ssamum, jowar, and other upland crops were, how-
ever, save,d : but tJ:1e yield every~"1rere-!flf! -belo~ the a· .. eFR.F ___ 4 __ .'_ 

, 1'he season in Shwebo was very unfortunate and the failure was general. 
:Last y~ar had been considered 'a bad year and two ,years of droughlin •••••• si88 

:caused',great distress. Last year the food-supply had been insufficient and grain 
,hl<d tobe irn)l?rted. The people were .Iooking forward hopefully to the next year 
;("891-90), which, they,hoped, would gIve them ,a bumper harvest. But no sl)ch 
,&,oodt0!'lune ,came. The drought left thelfieldshard and dry, and la~ ~UII)~ 
;9f, fanilh~ ,left for ,Lower Burma. Others sought work on the Mu V y (State) 
i~ail'iVay i~ the.ft~ighbourlng Kat~a district, ~d !or, th?se t~~: :remained relief 
\'I<OJ'ks"cbl~fly I~ t,be shaR" of roads and mmor IrrogatlOJ) , pr,o)~ts, .had to be 
~~<\-Upto cth~ ,·~ndof Mar~b R •. 35,830 had beO\! ew.~nded ,oD, tm" ,account, 

c··.· .. , 



Thi~ was the only district in the Northern division where relief works w~opej!ed; 
In both the Ruby Mines and Bhamo districts the rainfall was scanty and the, 

harvest wa,s below the average. But both these districts are accustomed ' to' 
import a great part 01 tbelr IbM-gram, and as the population is sparse, very large , 
supplies are not required. But this year larger supplies than usual had to I\e , 
imr.' rted by river and from the neighbouring Shan States. In Katha therain­
fal was one-third less than last year and two-thirds less than the year before. , 
The harvest consequently was very poor, but the surplus produce 01 WunthQ 

. sufficed for ordinary requirements, and when this was t:xhausted, lhe railway worke 
in progress in the district enabled the people to earn money sufficient to pllrc'has~ 
grain from Mandalay. 

'40. In the Sagaing district for the last three ,years the rainfall has been 

C 1 d· , , steadily dwindling from 35·37 to .,·.8 and to 16·57 
entra IVISlOn. . h d A· I f II· A 10 t e year un er report. tIme y a 10: ugust, 

though ,it could not do the paddy-crop much good, saved the other crops. 10· 
the flVerine townships of Sagaing and Chaungu, which depend greatly on the 
overflow of the Irrawaddy to fertilize their lands, the river did not rise as high as 
usual, consequently the area under' paddy was much less, but the' o~ hEir crops, 
such as gram, peas, and vegetables, were good. In the rest of the district the nee 
~ere a . co'.!!E.~ete f~~~re. The suppl~ of food~grains was insu!ficient and 
""hef w~naa to be open'ed-.---
, Ye-u had an abnormally small rainfall, namely, '4.36 inches compared with 

3I:q$ in the year before and 4~ ' 1~ in 1~89i consequently there was a gen~ral 
failure, of crops throughout the dlstnct which IS almost enlirely paddy-producing. 
The average outturn for the whole district was barely a 4vanna cfOp and in 
parts of the extreme north and south there was hardly any crop at all. ' Distress 
was not felt severely until the general failure of crops in Upper Burma affected 
supplies, and prices rose beyond the means of the labouring population. Then 
several thousand families emigrated in search of employment to Lower Burma 
and elsewhere and relief works were opened. 

The average rainfall for the past four years in the Lower Chi!>dwin district 
was 28·35 inches. In the present year it was only 16.92. The earlr.' (paddy) crop 
failed entirely, and except 10 Ii few favoureQ localities the jowar also ailed i distress 
in the Eastern subdivision became acute and relief works had to be opened. 

The rainfall was IS inches below the average in the Upper Chindwin district, 
but it was sufficient to keep the paddy-crop alive, and taking the district as a whole 
a 10~anna crop was obtamed. ThIS, though not a good outtum, allowed the 
people to get through the year without the assistance of relief works. 

'41. Myingyan was one of the three districts in Upper Burma which had a 

So h d
"" slightly better rainfall than last year, but it came at the 

ut ern IVISlon. . T. \Hong time of the year. he drought In the early parI 
of the s""son destroyed all hope of a paddy-crop, but the rain that fell from \>ep­
tember onwards just saved the millets on which the poorer classes chieftydepend. 
The failure of the pa.ldy and principal upland crops (se55amum and cottoni threw 
a larj:e number of cul~,ivators out of work, and with the food-supply exhaustee) by 
preVIOUS years of scanty harvest, relief works had to be opened. 

Pak6kku in the best of years has a scanty and often capricious rainfall. 
But the people have learnt to adapt their cultivation to the fickle seasons. They 
do not Ilriperil their existence by depending solely on rice. They grow hardy 
crops, including maize and millets, which do not require perpetual and heavy. 
rain. The result was that when the failure of the rice-crops elsewhere was driving 
the people to emigration or to the relief works, here a bu~ crop of maize 3d 

'. a fair .c.!QP of jowar kc t the countr fro istress. No re Ie works wer~ ne~~ 
" sarfand~=-were co ec e WIt out di culty. The lesson taught by the 

experience of Pak6kku is one which the other districts may well take to hearl., 
Dependence on paddy in the dry, zone is fatai. , " " , " 

In Minbu less rain ,fell than in any year since 1881: :consequeiltly the 
e,arly crops failed gener~lI.f where there was no irrigation. In the tract !rriga~d 
from the M6n t~e bursting of a, bund ?estroyedthe earl~ crop,~ut the Jl"nga~~ , 
Jilnds round Sabn produced',a ,very laIr crop. Further IIIland 111" the ' t~Ip.( , 



)'IIig:.attliefoOtolthe~hiiHiillstb"crop5 were fair. The second cr0r.s, thougH' 
·.g~liCf. g.eneraliy wer~" merely bye-crops and could 'not make up for the fai ure of the .. 
. $tly harvest.' Reltef works on a small scale had to .be opened. • 
'. :1: The lotal rainfall in Magwe was not so markedly below the average as in 
o!her distrlcts, but it wa~ untimely. The early rains ~equire4 to soften the ground 
j6r ploughtng atid planting and to nounsh the seedlmgs fatled Altogether. The. 
crops were very poor and there was therefore little work for large numbers of 
cUltivators,and ·numbers had to emigrate in search of employment. As usual, the 
disttesswas most feltin those portions of the district wbere paddy is the sale or 
pritiCipalstaple; and relief works had to be opened, which,as in other elistricts,. 

I took the shape of roads and irrigation projects. . .. 
• ' ... • j 42. In the Upper Burma portion of the Thayetmyo district, the inland town • . 

:,:: . . ' Th ship of Taingda had sufficient rain and food-croDs 
. ·YO''''Y,," b I h' . f 'h M' hi < .' '.-'{:', , . ut a ong t e nver portions o · t e In a and Sin-

baungwb townshipstbe crops were poor and the food-supply ittsufficient. Tbere 
,was a considerable migration to the cutch forests of Up_per Burma and ~Iso to Lower 
Burma, ' and the poorer classes had to subsist on Toots and herbs mixed with rice. 
But the crisis passed without any necessity for relief works. 

143. The Kyaukse district h_as .had a steadil~ decreasing rainfall during the 

Ea d
' , , past thrf¥ years, but Its system of irrigation renders 

.. .,., """'. . Th d d f II fI d h' " d It secure. e ecrease a a ecte t e uOlrngate 
tracts and gave a smaller supply of water for irrigation purposes, and these causes 
brought down the o.uttum of the district, taken as a whole, to r$.ther under tbe 
average. 

The rainfall in Meiktlla for the past four years has been-
Inches, 

r888 36'55 
1889 3"34 
1890 29'22 
1891 23'71 

So that this year the fall was abnormally small, and it was so badly distri­
buted that the early crops failed entirely. The harvests in 18go had been insuffi­
cient and consequently scarcity was felt here earlier than in the other districts 
"f Upper Burma. As early as June emigration began and over 6,000 families 
'(nearly one-sixth of the population) left for Lower Burma. Many of those that 
were left were driven to sell their cattle to obtain food and seed for a last attempt 
to raise a crop, But each shower was succeeded by a period of drought, and 
repeated sOWlngs failed until both seed-grain and food-stock had been used up. 
Money was then advanced to agriculturists to buy seed, and the last sawings made 
with this aid} favoured by a propitious fall of rain in November, matured into 
a harvest that Kept many from distress and also provided work for others. Num .. 
bers o'{ independent agriculturists had to part with their cattle and some even 
with their land, but timely advances saved the majority, Had these been Clim~ 
pelled to sell their stock the prospect would have been a very gloomy one, and 
nothing would have been left for them but emigration or a prolonged dependence 
on· ,relief works, In 'addition to extensive relief works very large reductions in 
the . thathameda were necessary, and the burdens on the people were so. lightened 
tha! ~he depopulation which was imminent was prevented. 

'. The YamOthin district shared the misfortunes of Meiktila, and relief works, 
·chiefly irrigation projects, were opeped, In Pyinmana the rainfall was consider .. 
..ply t>~low tne average, and ~xc~pt .in the por~ions impted .fro,!, hill -streams.the 
crops were poor, But the dlst,rtct IS on the hne of railway In direct commumca .. 
ti"n wit/! some of the richest tracts of Lower Burma. It depends also largely on 
timber and 'no anxiety was felt on its account. 
.... ' PUBLIC'HEALTH . 

. . i .... :, There was 'no outbreak of any epidemIC disease, and nowhere did the 
'f!IbI~"eaIth "ufler seriously. on .account of the prevailing scarcity . 
.. · Jll ·t~e NoitQemdivi~on " excep.ts!ight smallpox in ~ne circle of the Ruby 

.... /1 ....... _ . , M,'tne.s dlStnct and .a f~w cases 10 ~he early part of the 
. year an the Katha distnct, tb~ pubhc beahh was good. " " . . t. 



Tbe Y.,.u district enjoyed exceptionally good ·health, but in the .iltlter 
·c I d' . . three districts -of the Central division there was some 

entra IVlston. h I I d' I U Ch' d .. d' . C 0 era. t appeare In t lC ppcr 10 Win lsln<;t 
on tbe .return ot the tr""ps Iromthe Manipur expedition. . 

There were also a few cases 01 cholera in the towns 01 ·Pak6kku, Salin, and 

Southern division, 
Sinbyugyun in the Southern division, but in the" rest 
o( this division the year was a very healthy·tme. 

In the Eastern divisipn there was no abnormal mor.tality, but there were 7S 
0_ d. . . latal cases of smallpox in the Pyawbwe township of 
IWostern IVISlOn. 'th Y 'thO d' t . t e arne In is riC . 

CATTLE. 

'45. Foot-and-mouth disease still lingered in the Shwebo, Shamo, and 

N h d
'" Ruby Mines districts, but it was not of s,uch a viru-

ort. ern IVI!;lon. I h . d I Th· ent type as t at reporte ast year. ere was no 
disease in the other districts. Mandalay and Ruby Mines still report the .upply 
of .plough-cattle as insufficient, and in the former district prices continue to rule 
high. 

146. Although last year's epidemic had not quite disappeared, disease was 

C I d
' ' , merely nominal and everywhere cattle ar~ reported to 

entra IV1Slon, b . . Th L Ch' d' h h d e mcreasmg. e ower . III Will, t aug reporte 
free from disease last year, really had a death-rate of J'9 per cent; this year the rate 
was j'2 per cent. The Sagaing district' alone reports that the stock of plough­
cattle is insufficient, but it is not so much that more cattle are required as that 
the·· stock should be mere evenly distributed. The district breeqs cattle and 
largely exports them. 

147, There was a marked improvement in the health of cattle, there being 

Southern division, no serious outbreak of disease in any district, though 
the Gangaw and Pauk subdivi,ions of the Pak6kku 

district still suffered to some extent from a continuation of last year's plague and 
prices still rule high. Throughout the division cattle are reported to be increas-
109 and to be sufficient for the wants of the people. 

148. In Yamethin and Pyinmana there W3!' some foot-and-mouth disease. 
"_ d' , , In the other two districts no deaths arc reported 
.,.,.stern "'1510n, I I d' 1'h I' d b rom catt e- Isease. C supp Y IS reporte to e 

insufficient '.in the Meiktila district) as) when scarcity was first felt in the district, 
Ia.r:ge numbeu of cattle were sold to obtain food and seed. It is also reported 
from Pyinmana that the supply is insufficient for the requirements of a favourable 
season. ' 

A few more years freedom from epidemic disease will largely increase the herds. 
It is of enormous "importance that the :;;tocks of cattle should grow; cultivation is 
still very backward. The hope 01 Upper Burma is in a largely expanding culti­
vation, and withou.t large and growing stocks of plough oxen and buffaloes such a 
result is ullpossible. 

'49. During the year a Bill to compel segregation of diseased cattle and 
Cattle Diseases Bill, · adoption of other preventive measures was drafted 

by the Financial Commissioner and circulated. The 
consensus of opinion both among officials and the people is very remarkable. It 
is universally admitted that legislation is necessary, and the people have testifi!==d 
in great numbers to their approval of the proposed measure. Mr. Smeaton reo 
quested Deputy Commissioners to explain the Bill to cultivators and to distribute 
a vernacular edition to villagers. The result has been a miniature /1 plebiscite. " in 
favour of the Bill. 

PR'<;ES. 
'50. Owing to the c.omplete failure of the early (wet weather) crops and 

the poor outturn 01 the later crops, tbe prices of the principal staples of f.ood .and 
co,!,merce r.ose conSld.era~ly thr?ughout Upper Burma. Attached is .a c0"1pa­
I~ttve sta:te_~.el)t ,"~h~Wlng ,tqe pnces dunng the year and 111 the prevIous year. 
Durin!: theperipd ~I acute."carcitr prices rose very much higher, but in thestate~ .. 
ment the average .of the 'pnces ruhng durmg the year are quoted. · . . . 



District. 

• ,,[Ma ...... y 
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151. In Mandalay the average p.rice of " rice is giv~n as R •. 39' ·J>er · tciO · 
N h d"·· baskets, I.e., 34 per cent. higher than that :of·. last 

un ern ,,,,,,,,no b' '1 d R 8 d . . , year, ut nee was Tetal e at s. 4- ~O an ·'eve"n..:; 
Rs, S per basket. [n Shwebo it rose 63 per cent. higher than last year. The loc;il 
stock was soon exhausted and grain had to be imp()Tted in considerable 'quanti­
ties. [0. Katha, though the harvest was bad, with the aid of the surplus produce 
of Wuntho the supply was sufficient for ordinary requirements, but grain had to_ 
be imported for the labourers attracted to the railway works and the price of rice 
doubled. 

The price of rice did not rise so much in the Bhamo and Ruby Minesdis­
tricts, as they are always accustomed to import rice by river and from the neigh .. 
bourin,g ~han States, and the ~opulation is sparse. In the Ruby Mines, dimi~t 
the pnce IS always high, but during the year In the h.lly part of :he dIStrict It 
averaged Rs, 825 per 100 baskets, Millets show very little change as the crop 
is 'small. Oil-seeds rose" from Rs. 100 to Rs. 390 in" Mandalay, but were station· · 
aryelsewhere. Throughout the division salt sold at the same price as last year, 

152. There was a marked fall in this division in the price of salt. Owing 
, to the smaller outtum of cotton in Sagaing and Ye·u 

Central divi~ion. h' d bl d' hid' d t e pnce ou e 111 t e atter an Increase by over 
50 per cent. in the former district, The great fall in price in the Upper Chin­
dwin is not explained, and the figures given are probably incorrect. Except in 
the Upper Chindwin district , the average price of OII·seeds was ~Iightly lower than 
in the previous year. Though the outtum of pulses was larger than usual) prices 
advanced in sympathy with the high prices of rice and other food-grains. The 
average price of rice in the four districts together rose irom Rs. '270 to Rs. 4'20, 
or a rise of S5 per cent. All districts shared in the rise , but notably the Lower 
Chindwin, where the advance was 87 per cent. Owing to the failure of the crops 
rice had to be imported from Lower Burma. In Ye-u and 5againg) which are 
on the line of the Mu Valley Railway, the average price of rice rose only about 29 
per cent., although at times it advanced much higher. 

153. In each of the four districts of this division rice rose to RS.400 

5 h d
'" per 100 baskets. With the failure of the earl rains on 

out ern IVI510n , h' h h' d d I' hi' h w IC t IS crop epen s, Supp les were e up WIt 

the expectation of a rise ih the market , and this of itself caused an artificial inflQ.~ 
tion, which continued as the unseasonable year advanced. The price of other 
food.grains and of oil-seeds similarly rose, but pulses remained almost stationary. 
Cotton showed very little change except in Myingyan, where cleaned cotton rose 
33 per cent. and uncleaned 20 per cent. Salt showed a slight advance in the 
Minbu district, and a slight fall in the Magwe district. 

154. The advance in .the average price of rice was highest in the Yamethin 
Eastern division. district, being 87 per cent. more than last year. It 

is not quite clear why the average price of rice in 
Meiktila, a district 'further north along the railway and having many remote 
tracts, should have been less, or why the advance in price should not have been 
at least as great as in Yamethin. Millets and pulses remained stationary. but 
maiz~ and oil.seeds advanced in all districts, the rate of advance on account of 
maize being again highest in the Yarneihin district. Salt is shown as havin~ 
risen. in, the Pyinman~ district f~om Rs, 9-6-0 to Rs: I ~·8-o for 100 viss, while It 
remamed at Rs ... In Yamethln and Kyaukse, whIch are furt~er north along the 
railway. This rise has not been explained. Owing to large importations from 
Lower Burma the rrice in Meiktila fell from Rs. 18 to Rs. '3. The fluctuations 
in market value 0 salt are ,hard to explain, except on the assumption (whic~is;·', . 
probably correct), that larg~ ~tocks in the interior are not kept, and that ther"" 
fore the market IS very senslhve. ' 
. ' The cotton crop in Meiktila was exceptionally small, yet the price fell ftori! 
Rs .. ~5 to Rs. 20, " !,his was aue to the cotton-brokers not having made.ad­

'vaaces as uS1,lal to cuttl,vators, who were, therefore, unable to afford to Walt foto 'a: rise in tile market .and'were obliged tos~1I at a loss, . . . . . . . 



THATHAMEDA, 

The demand on account of thathameda for the past three years has 

R" 
1888:89 3',4'.920 
1889-90 3S).u,87I 
1890-91 46.20,041 

which shows a gradual increase from year to year. 
This year the demand amounted to Rs, 44,70, '45, a decrease of Rs. ',49,896 

or 3'24 per cent. as compared with last year. 
The principal features of the thathameda tax system have been fully de· 

scri.bed in former reports. Since the factors of assessment are the If household" , 
and . the rate each has to pay, and since in most districts the maximum rate of 
assessment is now being levied, any increase in the thathameda denotes an in-

. crease in the number of taxable households. But a decrease would not necesa 
sarily nJean a decrease in the population, for it may be necessary, on account of 
circumstances which temporarily impoverish the people, such as the disturbed 
state of a tract, loss of catt le by disease, and bad harvests, to abate the rate. 'The 
thathameda depends then on the. state of the population, and may be taken as a 
fair measure of the prosperity or otherwise of the people. In the present year 
there has been no decrease in the number of taxable households. Although on 
account of scarcity a considerable number of famili es from th;;: affected tracts of 
the Northern, Eastern, and Southern divisions emigrated to Lower Burma, the total 
number of taxable families was 507,299 as against 48J,5I7last year, an increase 
of '5,78. or 5'35 per cent. Ordinarily, the demand should have increased in the 
same proportion, and the demand for the year should have been over Rs. 49,00,000. 
But in the scarcity·affected districts of the Central and Eastern divisions it 
was necessary to considerably reduce the rates of assessment. The reductions 
amounted t~ . 

-c !!.2}Ve.u ... 
E.~ $again u:a Lower ~hindwin 

, ) 
t.~ i.. MeiktiJa -. , :;:l: t Yan'lethin 
"''OJ 

Grand Tolal 

R" 
1,20.666 

418.431 
95,414 

2,50,179 

In the Southern division also in some ca!'fCS, notably in Myingyan, rates were 
reduced, so that the original demand for .89'-9' fell by about Rs, 5,00,000. 

The demand arranged in order of importance by divisions is as follows :-­
(l) ·Southern division. including Uppt::r Burma portlQn 

of Thayetmyo districl 42'21"") 
(2) Central division ... 23·90 t of entire demand of 
(3) Northern division 22'50 r province. 
(4i Eastern division 11·39) 

Last year the Eastern division was third and the Northern last. 
The total amount for realization during the year, including Rs. 2,14,950 arrears 

of previous years, was Rs, 46,85,095' Of this sum Rs. 4' ,4I,763 or 88'27 per cent . 
. were col1ected, Rs. 2,03,101 or 4·33 were remitted, and Rs. 3,46,87' or 7'40 remain· 
edoutstanding at the end of the year. But of these collections Rs. 6,640 are on 
'account of supplementary ass-essments and excess collections. The corresponding 
percentages for the previous year are 93'58 (realized), "96 (remitted), and 4'46 
(outstanding). This shows a decreased proportion in collections and an increase 
in remissions and outstanding. The larger remissions were rendered necessary 
on accout),t of the very bad season. The large outstandings at the close of the 
"y~ar are due to two causes: 
, (i) The postponing of the time lor collecting the demand from Novem· 

ber to February owing to (a ) the failure of the early crops whicb 
necessitated delay till the later crop had been reaped, (h) the pre. 

'5 



vailing scarcity which required a revision of rates based on the 
outtum of the year's crops to suit the altered condition,. ·This 
nece!Jsarily took time and many of the revised assessment~roll~ 
were not ready until March. 

(ii) The original rolli were made at the usual time i.e., in Septemb~r, 
but before the collection commenced in February, sever31 
families, impelled by scarcity, had migrated either to elhar dis­
tricts or to Lower Burma. 

Oi the large balance of Rs. ',35,7' 2 shown as outstanding against M yingyan, 
a sum of Rs , 1,08,772 has had to be remitted consequent on abatement of the 
rates of assessment. This brings the net total thathameda outstandings down to 
Rs . .2,38.099, and this sum is now in course of collection. 

Northern Divist"O'Il. 

'56. In Mandalay the increase of Rs. 15,534 or 6'0 per cent. in the deman<! 
M nd I was largely contributed by the Amara~ura township 

a a3.y. and is due, it is explained, to the thUgY1S having sub. 
mitted more complete rolls as they knew the results of the census were available to 
detect omissions made by them. The collections also were better than last year, 
the outstandings at the end of ,he year being only Rs. 832 or 0'3 6f the demand 

against Rs. 2,250 or 0'87 outstanding last year. The 
demand in Shwebo was Rs. 2,!)6,776 as compared 

with Rs. 2,84,863 last year, an increase of Rs. 1 T ,913, of which Rs. 6,992 were d,ue 
to two circles having been transferred to Shwebo {rom the Katha district. But Rs. 
73,732 of this demand had to be remitted on account of families tllat had been 
oblJO'ed to leave their villages and on account of the scarcity . So the net 
deX:and was really Rs. 2,23,044. The balance outstanding is Rs. Ig,06I, and 
the Deputy Commissioner considers Rs. 8,006 of it to bc .irrecoverab~e. It is rro­
bable that as things settle down into their normal condition many families wil re-

n b M' turn to the district. The Ruby Mines showed an 

Sh .. 'ebo. 

u y meso increased demand of Rs. 4,079. The collections 
were promptly made, and of the outstanding of Rs. 9Bl, Rs. 428 have since 

K h been collected. Th" demand in the Katha district 
at ~ . increased by Rs. 1,59,577. Of this increase Rs. 

1,51,370 is due to the addition of the \Vuntho State to the district. The Oilt­
standings are Rs . T 6, J 93, but it is anticipated that all but R s. 1,800 of this will be 
collected. It is satisfactory to note that the revenue from Wuntho was paid in 

promptly. 1n Bhamo the demand rose from Rs. 
80,060 to Rs. 941100, due to more efficient checking 

and to immigration from Katha and Momeit. The collections were promptly 
made, the outstandings being Rs . 841, of which Rs. 390 have since been collected. 

8hamo. 

Central Division. 

157. The Central division shows a decr .. ' e in demand of Rs. 95,038 or 8'2 
per cent., but, as has been already explained, the original demand for the year had to 
be abated ·by Rs. 2,44,57' in three out of the four districts olthe division. The total 
number of assessed families rose from 116,471 to J 24,939 , The increase is corn. 
mon to all districts, except Ye.u, but is most noticeable in the Upper Chindwin. 
Of the total amount, Rs. I 1,73,394, to be realized, including Rs. I ,oS, 143 outstand­
ings from last year, Rs. 20,700 only remained uncollected at the end pf lhe year, 
i.e., the total collections were Rs. 99,299 better than in the year .before. Of the 
amount outstanding about half has since been collected. In ,890-9' forty-four 

Ii; • thousand and fifty·four families· were assessed, ~ct ·in 
agam,. the year of report the number rose to 47 ,817. Tbt 

increase is due to the return of former inhabitants as the country became pacified. 
also to more careful checking. Owing to scarcity the original demand had to be 
reduced by Rs_ .8,431, but even then the revised demand was Rs. 10,959 better 
than that of last year. Of this demand plus Rs. 42,108 outstanding from . last 
year (of whicn Rs. 9,373 · were remitted), all but Rs. '43 had been collected by 
\ibe close of the year. There was a slight decrease in the numhers of families . . . .' 



"assessed in the Ye-II district" the numbers being '7! 7' 0 this year against ",73', 
' y m the year before. ThIS was due to the large exodus 

e-IL from the district on account of the scarcity. For the 
~me reason a large abatement of Rs. r ,20,666 had to be made in t he original 
,dema,nd. The total ~ollections were Rs. 72,200, which included a small out­
standmg from the prevIOus year. Of the Rs. 6,639 outstanding on the 31st March 
Rs. 4,688 were collected in April. In the Lower Chindwin the taxable families were 

Lo Ch'n<!' 36,886 in number compared with 36,799 in the previous 
Wet I win. year. But of the original demand of Rs. 4,08,202 

Rs. 95,474 had to be remitted on account of the scarcity in the district. This 
brought the demand down to Rs. 3, '2,,28 as compared with Rs. 3.68,182 in the 
year before. The total collections during the year amounted to Rs. 308930 
which included Rs. 799 excess collect.ions and Rs 3,392 on account' ot' last 
year's outstanding. This latter amounted to Rs. 8,719. SQ that with the abovt 
collection and Rs. 5,327, which were remitted, it has all been accounted for. 
The outstandings on the 3,st Mar~h amounted to Rs. 7,9B9. I!, the Upper 

. U Ch' d . Chmdwm the number of assessed famIlies increased 
pper 10 Win. from 17,886 to 22,526 and the demand from Rs. 

1,7 7,241 to Rs. 2,23,384, an increase of Rs. 46,143. Of ~ his the annexation 
of the Kale State accounts for Rs. 26,200 i the rest is due to more careful 
renumeration. This was the only district in the Central division in which no 
reduction in the demand was necessary. The outstandings at the end of the 
year were only Rs. 3,775 as compared with Rs. 53,552 last year, but of last 
year's outstandings Rs. 2,054 still remain to be collected. 

Southc1"ll Div£sion. 

158. The total number of assessable families was 181,164 again~l qC: ,06S 
last year, ar.d the demand was Rs. 17 ,97,667 against Rs. '7,16,730 last ye~r, an 
increase of Rs, 80,937. The total collections were Rs. 15,15,647, being made up 
of Rs. 14,57,666 on account of this year's demand and Rs, 57,9BJ on account 
of last year's outstandings, Three of the four dist ri cts of this division were 
affected by scarcity, and, for the reasons already given, collections were delayed 
and therefore the outstandings at the end of the year were very large. They 
amounted to Rs. 'J ,n7,72o. Of this sum Rs, 1,08,772 have been remitted in the 
Myingyan district by way of abatement of the original demand, leaving Rs·. 
1,58,948 to be collected. In Myingyan 43,361 households were assessed against 

M . 45 , I 78 in the year before. The decrease is due to 
)"lngyao. the rolls having been made when scarcity was be~ 

ginning to be felt in the district and considerable numbers had left their villages 
10 search of employment. The demand was Rs. 4,23, ' 29, but of this Rs. 
1,08,772 have been remitted in abatement of the assessment, leaving a sum of 
Rs. 3, '4,357 to be collected. Of this sum Rs. 26,940 were st ill outstanding 
at the end of the year. Of last year's outstanding of Rs. 2.986 Rs. 2,239 were 
collected and Rs. 747 remitted. The increase in the number of assessed families 

in Pak6kku was 7,525 and in the demand Rs. 72,820 
or nearly 14 per cent. This is due to the transfer of 

five circles from the Minhu district, to 'more care being taken in the preparation 
of tbe rolls, and to more minute checking, The total sum for realization, in .. 
cluding Rs. 47,276 outstanding from last year, was Rs. 6,52,446, and of this 
sum only Rs. 11,831 or 1'81 per cent . of the demand were outstanding on the 
3,st March. Of the last named amount only Rs. 2,916 are really outstanding, a. 
The balance Rs. 8,915 is to be remitted on account of double assessments, deaths, 
absconders, and scarcity. Last year's demand in Minbu decreased by Rs. 6 ,520, 

but five circles producing Rs. 20,640 were transferred 
to the Pak6kku district , so that the demand should 

this year have shown an increase of Rs. 14,12001 3-6 per cent., and this too in 
spite of the scarcity under pressure of which numbers migrated in search of 
employment. Minbu was one of the scarcity-a.ffected districts, and, for reasons 
already described, the outstandings on the 3,st March were Rs. 36,252, but of 
this Rs. 9,099 have been remitted and Rs. '9,264 have since Leen collected. The 

Pak6kku. 

Minbu_ 



demand In laagwe was Rs. 3,87,666 against Rs. 3,67,2'0 in lhe year befort,' 
being an increase of Rs. 20,456 or 5'6. per .. cent., 

Mape. while the increase in tht! number of asses.e'd famil&e:s 
was only 2'S ~r cent. This was due to an increase in the rates of ~s.essm~~t. 
But as the year advanced and scarcity began to be felt the rates had to be 
reduced. The demand was thus reduced by Rs. 72,28" so that the ~ 

. demand was Rs. 3,1$,385. The collections a,mounted to R •.• ,43,697 and ind~d; 
ed Rs. 12 231 on account of prevlOus years arrears. The balance outstan4mg 
at the c1os~ a the year was Rs. 83,9'$, and Rs. '7,'37 o!this is noted as doubtfUl 
arid probably irrecoverable. . ... . ' 

'59. In the Upper Burma portIOn of lhls district the demand Increased by 
Rs. 11,094. The whole of the demand except Ro. 

Thayetmyo. 383, whicb were. remitted, was co1lect~d before the 
close of the year. The increase is explained as being due to the re~um of former 
inhabitants now that the district is quiet, but it is doubtful whether there was a . 
large increase in the ,population as it is known that lhere was much emigration to 
the cutch forests of Upper Burma and also to Lower Burma. _ 

Eastern Di'llision. 

160. The demand in the Eastern division fell from Rs. 8,60,947 to Rs. 
5,08,915J due chiefly' to the large reductions, amounting to over Rs. 2!50,ooo, 
allowed in the Meikttla and Yamethin districts on account of scarcity, also to the 
large migration from these two districts, the number of assessable families in them 
having decreased from 61,103 in 1890-91 to 50,006 in the present year, and 
this decrease in the number. accounts for a decrease of over one lakh in rev­
enue. Besides these reductions only a small sum of Rs 37 was remitted; this 
was in the Pyinmana district. The collections amounted to Rs. 4.97,520, in­
cluding Rs. 9,185 on account of previous years' arrears, and the outstandings 
were Rs. 20.543 or 3'97 of the lotal sum to be realized during the year, . 
The demand in Kyaukst: shows an improvement of Rs. J 1,048 or about 7 

K)'auk~, 
per cent. on that of the previou's year. , The 
assessable families also increased from 24,4:l1 to 

26,406. This increase is due to the immigration from the scarcity-affected 
tracts of Shwebo. Sagaing, and Meiktila. There were no remissions, and 
Kyauks~ is the only district in Upper Burma where there were no outstandir..gs. 
The first demand in Meiktila had to be reduced from Rs. 2,37,130 to 

Meiklila . Rs. 1,01,778 owing to scarcity. The demand last 
year was Rs. 3,23,890. The net demand this year 

thus shows a decrease of Rs. 2,22 ,112 or 6g per cent. The number of assessable 
families also fell from 32,389 to 23,713, a decrease of 8,676. Emigration ac­
counts for 6,092 families , and special exemptions on account of poverty for the 
rest. The collections amounted to Rs. 97,864 as compared with R •. 3,07,856 last 
year. The oUlStandings were R s. 3,9'4, which were collected in April. Of pre­
vious year's outstallding amounting to Rs. 7,267, Rs. 2,447 were remitted and the 
remainder collected. : Rupees 3,047 )Yere collected in excess on account of these 
outstandings after remissions had been granted. III Yamethin the demand was 'Rs. 

y 'th· 1,45,818 assessed on 26,293 households against Rs. 
am Irl. 2,84,681 on 28,714 households last year, being an 

incidence of Rs. 5-8'9 her household compared with Rs. 9-14-8 in 1890-91, the 
full rates having to be reduced owing to scarcity. The decrease in the·.number of 
households was due to emigration to Pyinmana and Lower Burma in search of em .. 
ployment. The outstandings amounted to Rs. 10,427. and were due to several 
ass~ssments havi~g bee!1 made in AP:i} and to lateness in commenci~~ the-:.coll" 
lectlOns. There 15 a shght decrease 10 the number of assessed famihes due to~ ' 

P},inmana." . emigration in search of employment; for although,: 
Pyinmana did not suffer so much as Yam~thin ,and . 

Meiktila, the crors were poor and there was some scarcity. This also rendt;red 
the ,collecting 0 revenue more difficult, and. Rs. 6,202 or 6'92 "per c~t. '.9<­
lhe.gross demand of Rs', .89,6'4 were outstand.rng at tbe close of the year. . . 
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STATE LANDS. 

1'61. In "most districts the revenue. from State lands is a share of the out­
,tuTO, varyin~ in different districts from one-third to one-twentieth of the gross pro,:, 
'duce. Yet In spite of the general bad harvests in Upper Burma last year the de­
mand rpse from Rs. 7,63,382 to Rs. 9,99,001. The inr.rease is due to fresh areas 
having ,been declared State land during the year, also to more land having been 
.brought under cultivation, and to more accurate assessment. Excluding the South .. 
em dh'ision the increase is shared by all districts ex.cept Ye-u (where' the revenue 
is insignificant), Lower Chindwin, and YamCthin. The increase is most marked 
'in the Katha district. where the addition of the Wuntho State lands raised the 
demand from Rs. 25,280 to Rs. 89,021 i in the Sagaing district the demand rose 

. about 53 per cent., due to more cultivable lands having been dec:lared State. 
: In the Southern division, as explained last year, the flu ctuations in the demand 
are due to alteration of the date on which the tax on island lands falls due. For­
me'rly this tax was collected before the harvest on these lands was gathered, but 
now it has been settled to collect the tax in May after the harvest , so that the 
produce of one season becomes due .in the following financial year. 

In Pak()kku and Magwe this rule came into force last year, and both 
districts show an island cultivation tax due from the crops of last season, while 
last year they showed no demand under this head. In Minb" the change came 
into effect this year, so that the demand of r8go-?1 includes the kyun tax of that 
year, but the tax due on the crops of the agncultural year 1891-92 has not 
been shown in the demand for the official year 1891-92. It will appear in the 
demand for next year. In Myingyan there are two sets of island lands, and the 
change in the date of collection has been effected in only one of the two, so that 
this year's demand shows island tax on one set, but not on the other, and last year 

. it showed the tax on the latter and not on the former. 
The collections on account of current demand during the year amounted 

to Rs. 8.72.100 against Rs. 6.5' .998 last year. Rupees , ., 4.3' 3 of last year's 
outstandings (Rs. 1,17 ,5 J 4) were collected i the remainder Rs. 3,201 was remit .. 
ted. The outstandings at the end of the year were Rs. 1,19,777 against Rs. 
1,09,616 in the previous year. About half of these outstandings have since been 
collected. 

I n almost all districts register~ of State lands have ,been opened and steps 
are being taken to have these lands correctly measured. The Cadastral survey is 
in progress and as it progresses the registers will be eompleted. 

162. Mandalay showed an increase in demand of Rs. 23,417 or 14'39 per 

N h d
· ·' cent. There was a very slight increase un~r the 

crt ern IV1Slon. d f I I' h d d hea 0 nemy~ ands, and a S Ig t ecrealiie un er 
garden and marin lands, but kaukkyi increased from Rs. 92,886 to Rs. 1,18,~36. 
The collections improved to Rs. 1,68,249 as against Rs. 1,63, 172 last year. Of 
last year's outstanding of RS.30,467, Rs. 29,933 were collected and the rest 
remitted. The outstandings on the 3,st March were Rs. 47 .8, 7, but of this all 
but Rs. 945 had been collected before the close of the agricultural year. The 
next district in order of importance in this division is Katha, the whole (If the 
land in which has been declared State. Owing to the addition of the W untho 
State to this district the demand rose from Rs. 25,280 to Rs. 89,021. No co'~ 
lections were made last year on account of the Wuntho disturbances, but during 
the year Rs. 95,729 (including arrears of last year) were collected; the remissions 
were Rs. 745. leaving a balance of Rs. 23,°76 outstanding, of which it is anticipated 
Rs. 20,576 will be realized. The demand due from the Wuntho portion of the 
district was ,Rs. 65,' 70; thi~ with a thathomeda demand of Rs. '.5' .370 ~akes a 
to(al demand from Wuntho of Rs. 2, ,6,540. When the State was under Its own 
Sawbwa it paid half a lakh·as tribute. In Wuntho 25 per cent. of the ~oss 
produce i~ ' the State rent. in the rest of the district 20 per cent. in kaukkYI and 
1(> per cent. ~n mayin is I":aken. ,shamo comes next with a demand of Rs. 18,386, 

, be"~g " 50 per 'cerit_, better. than last year, but Rs. 2,221 were erroneously assessed, 
.io that the actual increase isonly Rs. 3.9'3 or 32 per cent. The whole of the 
a<!mand but ,Rs. 4'5 was collected during the rear. There are in ,,1l6.61O·86 ' 
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acres 01 State land in the Shwebo district, but only on I ,279·,1 acre~ "o£' thie 
is revenue at present asst'ssed. The demand for the year was Rs. 5,.73.2, a Slight 
increase on the previous year, but the collections were not made with piompti'~ 
tude, and Rs. 3,126 remained uncollected at the end of the year. In the Tantabiri 
circle a large area that had remained uncultivated for the past six years ,:was 
bi-Olight under cultivation this year. The demand in the Ruby Mines showed a. 
smalr increao;e over the previous year, due chiefly to the increase in kaing c,,!lti­
vation. Of the demand Rs. 746 were outstanding on the 31st March, but , of 
this Rs. 425 havc since been collected. 

163. The large increase in Sagaing has already been explained i 2,7'5 

C I d 
.. acres were declared State during the year. The out-

entra 'VISIon. d' h d [ h R 66 stan lOgs at teen 0 t e year WE're s, ,15 as 
compared with Rs. 12,873 last yeaL Thus the tolal collections during the year 
were Rs. 1,08,948 against Rs, 57,379 last year. The decrease in the Lower 
Chindwin has already been alluded to , and is due to the failure of the kaukkyi 
paddy crops. An area of ' 77 acres was declared Stale land during the year. 
The total area of Slate land, is 4 ,537 acres. The Upper Chindwin demand rose 
from Rs. 2,976 to Rs. 11,015, owing chiefly to a considerable area of kaukkyi 
land in Kindat being brought under assessment for the first time. 

164' The differences between the figures of this year and the two previ-
So h d' " DUS years have already been explained. The State 

ut ern IVISlon. lands in this division consist of island lands chiefly. 
These have been surveyed and acreage rat es have betn llxed. Other Slate lands 
pay a sha~e of the. ou.ttu~nJ g~nerally one-fourth. The outsta.nding of Rs. 1,553 
m the MylOgyan dlstnct IS due to the tax on ayadaw lands bcmg le'ft uncollected, 
as t.he Deputy Commissioner thought that the alteration in the date. of the col­
lection of island tax also applied to ot.her Statt~ lands. In the Pak6kku district 
only Rs. 73 were outstanding out of a total demand of Rs. 76,923. Thirty-three 
plots of land were declared State during the ),ear. Of these 22 plot s were sur­
veyed and found to contain 2,818 acres. In MlIlbu , as has bef'n already explained, 
island tax has not been included in this year's State land account. There was 
an increase in the demand from the Salin kaukkyi lands owing to the high price 
of paddy, for the rent is fixed in produce ('onverted into money at current prices. 
Of the outstanding of Rs. 9,111, R s, 6,220 have since being collected. In Magwe 
97 acres were declared State land. Owing chiefly to mOTe careful assessment the 
demand on kyun lands has risen from Rs. 6 ,658 in 188g-go to Rs. 12,208 in 
the past. year i this, added to Rs. 2,220 un account of other kinds of State lands, 
gives the to~al demand f~r 1891 -92 as R s. 14,428: The whole ofthis sum, except 
Rs. 563 whIch were remitted, was collectca dUTIng the year. Rupees 389 out· 
standings from last year were also collected, so that Magwe had no outstandings 
at the end of the year. 

In the Thayetmyo district 603 acres were declared 1/ State" durirlg the year, 

T" t making the total alea of State lands about J ,220 
"a)lt myo. B h . 1 h' acres. ut as t e greater portIOn 0 t IS area con· 

sists of "thugyisa " and village communal1ands, which have not at present been 
made subject to assessment, the rent from State lands was only Rs. 74. 

165. The demand for the Eastern division was Rs. 4,28,06 1 as against 
._ d' " Rs, 4,10,642. The total outstandings are Rs. 21 186 
l:.lIIIstern IV'SIOO. •. ' , 

of whIch Rs. 14,099 IS on account of the plough·tax 
in the Pyinmana district, where, owing to drought, the crops failed on large areas. 
The areas of State lands are as below. 

OJ.trict. Q«:lnted Slate 
durillg the year. 

Total area up 
to date. 

----------- -------I----[---~ 

Kyauk06 
Melktila; 
Vamllthin 
pytnl'l'lana 

1\,1111 

Acret. 
IS 

S,:l14 

, __ •. ",190 __ ·.--.r 7 

MB9 



. . 
RlPOIt.T ON TKIt REVENUE ADMINISTRATION OF BURMA POR 1 .. 1 .... 

. Last year the total area of State land in the K yauks~ district was shown at 
31-4,o5~ acres, out in the stateme,nt given abo~e only the actual area und~ culti~ 
vahon IS shown. The demand ID Kyaukse Increased by Rs. 14,804 owing to 
increase of cultivation due to better irrigation. The district has been regularfy 
settled! but the revised rates have not yet ,been sanctioned. In Meiktila the in~ 
crease tn demand was Rs. 3,914; the collections rose from Rs. 4,059 to Rs. 12,873, 
and including Rs. 9,692 on account of last year's outstandings amounted in all to 
Rs. 22,565. Of the outstanding of Rs. 4,874 on the 3 I st March Rs. 4604 
have been collected since. The decrease in the Yamethin district · has been' ex­
plained. In Pyinmana the increase is due to doubling the rate of t.e plough.tax, 
but the outstandings are large and the reason for this has been stated. 

FISHERIES. 

166. The following table shows the collections on account of fisheries :_ 
._--. -~ ... -= ... = .. -=. ==~-'~- -=;-=.-=.= .. = =- ,=. =._."'C .. = .. . = .. -=== 

District. 

-
Manda lay ... ... 
Bhamo , .. ... 
Katha ... ... 
Sh ..... ebo ... ... 
Ruby M inc ... ... ... 

Total Northern division 

Sagain g ... ... 
Ve·u ... ... 
l.ow~ Chindwin ... ... 
Upper Chindwin ... .. . 

Total CcntTal division 

Myingyan 
PakOkku 
Minbu 
Magwe 

Total Southern division 

Thayet myo ... ... 

:iauk .l: '" ... 
eiktil a ... ... 

Yam~t hin ... ... 
Pyillma n. . .. ... 

Total I!.astern division 

Increase 
1890-91. 1891-91. or 

decrease. 

Balance 
Remis- due or. 
glans. 31st March 

1892. 

- -
RI. l--~ --

R •. R,. R •. 
58,806 73.895 1510~9 I ... + 30 5 1.145 .. . 9.865 t:J,174 + 2.309 ... .. , 

... 37,go' 4 1,480 + 4,173 ... ,on 

... 3. 15 3,678 - 137 ... 336• 

... 1,035 865 - 1,0 ... . .. -.. . 1,10,828 1,32 ,092 + 21,264 30 5 2,281 -- --

... 34,580 58,825 + 24,245 1,17°. 14,u6 

... 57" '" + 196 ... 8.299 6.366 - 1.933 ... 3.4-49 6,27 8 .+ 2,829 

... . .. 
1,060 . .. 
... . .. -- - ---... 46.904- 72,24' + 25·337 2,230 14.'216 ----- _.-

... 5.180 1:2,241 + 6.467 

... 6,880 6,855 - '5 
2.588 ... 
.. . ... 
... 8.070 

... 3.009 1.994 - 1,01 5 ... ... - - -- -.00 ' -

... 69'140 :22,658 + 3.5 18 

... 34.809 43.754 ;. 8,945 
-----~::......·l-...:..:.-

... __ ,,060 I_~ _=_-'A61 !l __ _ 
?SSS 8,070 

... . .. . 
3,551 4.330 + 113 

, 
1.285 

, ... 
.. . ... ... .. . 

... 2,635 2,710 +. 75 ------------r---

... \ 6,192 ! 7.040 + 848 1.285 ". 

__ T_o-:t..,al:-u_p-:P_":-B_",_m-:a:-;-:-_._ .. --:-_,,_oo~~~.~. + 54.933 \ _~':~~__ 24,567 

• RemIssIon apphed for as ol>img to drought four fisherIes could not be worked. 

The total revenue derived from fisheries increased from Rs. 2,00,793 to 
Rs. 2155,726. Owing to the very successful season last year the competition 
for leases was brisk, and the total original demand showed a considerable increase 
on that of the previous year. But the season of 1891-92 was unfavourable j most 
of the fisheries are backwaters of the Irrawaddy, and during the present year the 
river did not rise sufficiently hi~h to fill some of the fisheries i some indeed re­
mained_ quite dry, and Rs. 6,4QH in all had to be remitted The nct revenue was 
therefore Rs. 2,49,318. For the same rea.~on the outstandings were also large 
(Rs. 24,567), but the greater portion of this sum has since been collected. It is 
probable that further remissions will have to be made. . 

167. The Northern division shows an increase of Rs. 21,264, of which the 
. Mandalay district contributed Rs. 15,089, Rupees 

. North""dhoiiion. 30 5 were remitted and the balance of Rs, 1,745 out· 
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standing on the 31st March 'has since been collected. The districtt·hat.ho'il'sthe 
next .largest increase is Kat,haJ where the revenue increased by Rs. +"J 113. [t -'is ' 
e",plained that this is due more to the peaceful state of the district and more:" 
money passing hands than to .compet,ition or to an incr~ase in the numb,er .. of 
fishenes. Rupees 200 outstandtng are 10 course of .collectlOn. Bham.o showed -'an ' 
increase of Rs. 2J309, due to the sale of new fishenes and larger receipts from the 
Kamaing fishery. There were no remissions and no arrears. In Shwebo and-the , 
Ruby Mines districts there was a slight decrease; Rs, 336 are still uncollected in 
the former district, and this sum will probably have to be remitted as four fisheries 
could not be worked. 

168. The improvement of.the fishery revenue in this division is due almost 

C 1 d
' . ' altogether to the Sagaing district , where there was 

entra IVISlOn. , f R d b b k' . , an mcrease 0 s. 24,245 cause y r~ mg up lOto 
smaller fisheries several that had been lumped together and m selling them on 
(the spot to villagers able to work them. In this district Rs, J, 170 were remitted : 
and Rs. 14,216 were outstanding, of which sum Rs. 2,867 have since been 
collected. As the river did not rise to its usual height many ,of the fisheries did 
not receive a sufficient quantity of water to allow of profitable working. The 
decrease in the Lower Chindwin is due chiefiy to the transfer of a large fishery to 
Sagaing. Rupee~ 1,060 had to be remitted in this district. The Ye.u fisheries, 
IS in number, sold for R s. 772, being a slight increase of Rs. 196 over last year. 
The increase of Rs. 21829 in the Upper Chindwin is due to the subdivision of 
fisheries. The whole of the demand was collected. 

169. In this division Myingyan and Minbu show an increase, but Pakokku 

So h d
'" a slight and Magwc a considerable decrease. The 

utern IVlSlOn, d . M . d h fih' h ' ecrease 111 agwe IS ue to t e s enes avmg 
been sold after the rains when it was manifest that thP. fisher ies; which are depend­
ent on the rise in the river, were comparatively value less. Rupees 2,588 were 
remitted in 'the Myingyan district. Of the Rs. 8,070 outstanding from the Minbu 
district Rs. 7,204 have since been collected. 

170. There are altogether 27 small fisheries in the Eastern division. These 
Eastern divisiun. realized Rs, 848 more than last year, but Rs. 1,285 

had to be remitted, so the actual sum realized was 
Rs. 437 less than last year. 

MISCELLANEOUS REVENUE. 

'71. The demand under this head was Rs. ')0,577 against Rs. 98,554 last 
Irrigation.lax, year. The districts in which this tax is collected 

are-

Mandalay 
Shwebo 
5;.lgaing 
Mag\\'e 
Ky.uk~ 
Meiktila 
Yam~thin 

Total 

189(H)l, 1891-92. Balance on :,\ Isl March 1&)1, 
Rs, Rs. RlI. 

.. ' 7,660 
'" • 4,682 

191 
'" '" 
.. , 68.235 
.,' 6.]16 
•• , ID.404 

••• 98.554 

5.723 
4.83n 

16, 
394 

~MS5 
5.332 

4.051 

• Revised figures, 

9'1 
4' 

The colle~tions amounted to Rs. 84,03' as against Rs. 85,'77 last year; , 
The decrease IS due to drought , 10 consequence of which less water was available 
!or irrigation. ~~ ~xplana~i,on is offered to account 'for the large outstandinp' 
In the Shwebo dlstnct. ' , 

'7', In Mandalay the revenue from irrigation-tax is collected from the 
Nort ...... d;,;",. fields tlatered by the Shwetachaung canal ,and ethe 

. . _ Nanda and Aungbinl. lakes. In the year of report; , 
oWIng to the dearth of water) the Aungbmle lake was not used for irrigationpiIr,. 
p6se,~. The area watered~bythe Sbwetachaung canal and the Nanda lak~&mount, 
ed to 1,531 acres. The water-rale assessed and collected amounted to Rs,: 5;n.t.' 
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"01' which Rs. 75' had eventually to be remitted as it was discovered that t~ 
assessment had been incorrectly made on private unirrigated land. The weir by 
which the Shwetachaung is fed was repaired during the year at a cost of RS.931. 
The Public Works Department is now engaged in preparing a scheme for a weir 
to supply the Shwetachaun!:, by which it is expected that some 70,000 acres will 
be rendered fit for cultivatIOn. Three tanks In this district were r~p'aired at a 
cost of 'Rs. 1.337 and one was constructed at a cost of Rs. 1.700. .f he scarcity. 
and consequent distress which prevailed in the Shwebo district enabled the dis­
trict .authorities to restore several irrigation projects which had been allowed to 
fan into disrepair. Funds for this purpose were provided, and the projects were 
carried out as relief works under the supervision of local officers. Rupees 34;636 
were· expended. Receipts from irrigation·tax were better than in the previous 
year by Rs. 148, but. large sum (Rs. 3,703) remained outstanding at the close 
of the year, as the reople were unable to meet the demand with promptitude. 
Colonel Home. the nspector .. General of Irrigation with the Government of India. 
visited the district and examined the Mu canal project, a scheme which, when 
completed, is calculated to secure the district from aU ordinary risks of famine or 
scarcity. There are no irrigation works in the other districts of this division. 

173. In this division the fol1owing sums were 
spent during the year 10 repairing tanks for irriga· Central division. 

tion purposes :-
1<.. 

Sagain$" d~strict 9,938 
Ve-u d'stnct ... 1,004 
Lower Chindwin distrid 2,093 

Total 13,035 

But only in the Sagaing district was any water·rate collected. In Ye-u the 
amount assessed (Rs. 615) had to be remitted on account of scarcity, but 
Rs .• ,106 outstanding from 1889.90 were collected. In all three districts en­
quiries are being made to ascertain the ttreas irrigated in order that next year the 
irrigation-tax may be applied. The Upper Chindwin district has no Slate irriga­
tion works. 

174. In this division Magwe is the only district in which a water·rate was 
S th d·· · collected, a~ i.t is the only district in which there are 

{lU ern 1\'ISlOn. at present lJirigation works. But during the year, 
except in Pak6kku, several projech ~ere taken in hand in the districts of the 
divisIOn. The Pakokku district, as has been already stated, is not wholly 
dependent on paddy j the hardier staples raised.in it, such as maize and jowar, 
do not depend on irrigation. The works in existence in the padrly~growing tracts 
are made by the cultivators without any State aid. In the Myingy~n district 
Rs. 16,881 In all were spent in repairing tanks; one of which, the Pyogan tank, 
is calculated to irrigate 7,038 acres. The irrigation works in the Minbu district 
have been des<:ribed in previous reports. They are mailltained by the people, 
but the G"vernment acts as banker for the funds (about Rs. 36,000) ,a"ed by 
the : cultivators for the Man and M 6n projects. During the year surveys were 
un~ertaken in the Man valley with a view to fixing the alignments of the new canals. 
The management of these two projects by Government has been unavoidably 
delayec pending the formation of an Irrigation Department. It is hoped that 
the Public Works Department will soon be able to take over both the works, as 
they are 01 immense benefit to cultivators and should not be left longer than is 
absolutely necessary to the uncertain methods of construction employed by the 
vill~ers in maintaining them in order. In Magwe a sum of Rs. 1,000 was spent 
inrepairin~the Palin bund which had breached in June last. A large area that 
N.d. remained uncultivated for years was brought under the plough. A water· 
rate on the area irrigated, amounting to Rs. 2,782, is in the course of collection. 
The· irrigation~tax; collected in this district. during the year is from the fields 
watered by the Sitka dam. There are several other irrigation works in this dis­
trict,but they are wholly maintained at the expense of the villagers. The Sbwe­
·banda ... tank, ... mch had been surveyed last year, was thi. year constructed as a 
famine relief work and Rs. 1',903 were spent on it; the final completion of tbe 
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,,(ark is in the hands of Engineer Officers of the Public Works Department. 
company was started durin~ the year for the purpose of undertaking the, re,pairs,:' 
of certalO weirs and canals In the Satthwa township which had fallen into dlsue,, : 
tude, The company proposed to embark Rs, '5,000 on these projects and to 
take a share of the produce, varying from one·tenth to one· fifth of the yield, for 
six years. Sanction has been refused to this company for the construction of the 
water-ways and weirs as it is in contemplation to take these works in hand under 
the auspices of the Irrigation Department when it is formed. 

175. No new works were undertaken in the Kyauksb district, but a 
sum of Rs, 54,386 was spent in improvement and 

Eastern division, repairs, which are expected to increase the arf'"a under 
cultivation and ehhahce the .revenue. Rupees 69,485 

were realized against R s. 68,235 in the previ('lus year. No portion of the demand 
remained outstanding at the close of the year, The Meiktila and Yam~thin 
districts , which form the dry zone, were subjected to severe distress during the 
year owing to a failure of water and j!eneral depletion of food· stocks. The 
numerous irrigation works and tanks whIch had unhappily been allowed to fall 
into disrepair were undertaken as relief works a1ld restored. The figurt!s showing 
the total expenditure are not available, but the following sums on the more 
important projects were disbursed :-

(I) In)'jn weir 
( II ) Invin CAnal 

Mdktila Di$lrict. 

(III ) N)'aungbintha weir 
(IV) Pyawkabyi canal 
(V) Myinda'\1l tank 

(VI) Myaungyan and MinkIn tanks 

Y(lmtthin Distn"ct. 

R~ 

(I ) Kynuksll ta nk 4,13.213 
(II ) BOnba weir 23,238 

(Ill ) Ketka wc.ir 21.117 
(lV) Vindaw tank lo,&)8 
(V) Thuye weir 49.000 

(VI) TcinnyetkOn weir 25.000 
(VlJ ) Kabobagyi cutting 20,000 

The completion of these and other minor works will do muc.h to secure the 
Meiktila and Yamt:thin districts against the recurrence of the distress which 
prevailed i but to afford ab~olute ~ecurity against, t,he risks of fami~e or .scarc~ty 
It will be necessary to put 10 hand all the remammg works descnbed in a list 
which has been prepared showing all irrigation works and tan,ks extant in these 
two districts. The demand on account of water-rate fell off from Rs. 6,776 to Rs. 
5,332 in Meiktila and from Rs. 10,404 to Rs, 4,052 in YamHhin, A sum of 
R., !)68 remained uncollected at the close of the year. 

176. R.utes for the management of irrigation works in the Kyaukse, 
.. Meiktila, and Yarnethin districts have betn framed 

Rulel {or th~ management of Im- d b f h CI ' f C .. , . . 
gat ion works. . an are e orc t .e IIC ommlSSloner awaltmg hlS 

approval and sanction. In the Northern, Central 
and Southern di"isions Commissioners have been asktd . to enquire and report ali 
the villages which are benefited by each irrigation work restored, repaired. or con­
structed at the expense of Government in order that the right of the State to a 
water-rate on all land irrigated from these sources should be asserl ed and en­
forced, When these enquiries are completed, rules on the model of those framed 
for the Eastern division will be prepared, ' 

'77 , A separate report on these branches of revenue h"s alread, been sub-

E '51 R I,,' ' mitted. According to the departmental report. the ' 
lCc"e. amp!l. ~. rll Ion. d d d h h d' b I . , eman un er eac ea IS as e ow. 

Exci.e 
Stamps ... 
Registration ,,, 

189J-9'· 
R., 

,5.12ASO · 
'>46,1" 

~,8'1 



--6f 
';JIlI - th~ figures rendered by -Deputy COlllmissionero in their district revenue re~­
- ports do not accord with these_ The following table shows the variations between 
_ the two sets of reports by divisions :- : 

- -
C8N~RAL DIVISION. "l;;'UTHIIRN D,VISION NORTHERN DIVIIiION. • EASTIRN D,VlSJOM. 

, • , • I 
, 

! ~ I t " r 0 1i c ll. c 

~ ~ ~ tr. tr_ 
~ 

• • 

~i ~i ~i ~~ 0 g g S ~t ~ 
~ . ~. 

I!'- Ii'. ",- Ii'- .. - If · I!'~ to-
--5 -i .5 "ii .- t .E] n --\1 --1 H "E~ H ~f it 8" l~ i~ u· I ~ . 
-< -< -< -< -< -< -< --- . 

I R •• R,_ R •• R,_ Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 

Excise .-- 2.09.799 2,00,070 350430 3',924 1,62.376 1.58.9~1 I 1,0408"'5 1,05.'71 

Stamps .. - 8T.788 84.856 31,652 3 1,6."3 75.514 14·360 51.785 51.474 

Registration 
"1 3.571 3.572 579 579 ! 973 1,043 70, 70' 

The Financial Commissioner request~ that in future reports the figures may be 
made consistp.nt and accurate, and that any difference between the figures in the 
two sets of reports, whether demand , collection, or balance, may be fully explained. 

'78. The total saIL revenue for the year was Rs. '4.939 against Rs. '4.<i69 
last year. It was collected 1n the districts shown 
below. Salt. 

lS90~91. 189 1-92. 

Rs. R •. 
Shwebo ... 6.439 (a) 5.754 
Katha 605 3,600 
Sagainf: ." 2.1 10 2,380 
Lower hind win 4.145 1,885 

MYinf~an 65 ."" 
Pak6 u '5 .00 
MinLu 50 
M3fLwe 7'0 
Mel tita 5 ,.,. 
Yam~thin 75 .00 
Thayetmyo " 

Total ... 14.669 14.930 

The increase in Katha is due to the manufacture of salt in the newly 
annexed State of Wuntho. The decrease in the Central division is explainf':d as, 
being due to the introduction at the beginning o! the year of the system of levying 
direct duty on the Quttum of salt at a rate of Rs. 2 per 100 viss, instead of the 
old composition duty of Rs. to per sabaing. Two new districts appear in the list 

. of salt-producing districts, nalnely, Minbu and Magwe. 
179. As the country gets more pacified and crime decreases the necessity 

n- d V-lia Ria' to, fine villagers for harbouring dacoits and cattle· 
Tines-un er I ge egu tlOn. h- h b I Id f d Th . t leVeS a~ to e ess se om en orce . e receipts 
on account of fines inflicte9 under the Upper Burma Village Regulation (XIV 
of 1887) is considerably less than in the year before. The receipts for the last two 
years by districts are given below. 

Mandalay 
Bhamo 
Katha 
Shwebo 
Ruby Mines 

Total Northern division 

(o) Revised figures. 

1890-91. 
R._ 

3,657 
7,078 
5.011 (II} 
1,8'5 
2,268 

189'-92. 
Rs. 

9" 
•• 069 
1,386 
10931 

670 

6,980 



uPo.T ON TN! ~VZHua_ ,ADMiHfSTRAT10N OF :uuaMA ,rot( ' j ....... : . . . . 
I~I. 
. .. ·sr-92 

• •• 
s.g.Ir,r 2.111 (6i 
V .. u ' " 2.09:1 (6) 
Lower Chindwin ... 2.630 2.292 
Upper Chindwin 439 (6) 

Total Central division ... 1.212 ,..;83 

My;n~,." ... 340416 1.9~' 
P8kb Q ." 4.257 5.5 8 
Minbu .. . .. 83~ 20413 
~ape ... 10.85 2.755 

Total Southern division ... 54.364 12.690 

~'Uk~ 5.612 3.523 
eiktil:1 ... 3.13° 3.001 

YamNhin ... 1.716 3'''g 
Pyinmana ... 1.8og 1,17 

Total Ea!)tern division .. . 12,267 10.911 

Total Upper Burma .. . 93.,68 38.070 

(0). Details not given. 

IBo. The revenue from the lease of the Ruby Mines has shown a still fur­

Ruby Mines. 
ther decline. In IBB9·9Oit was Rs. 7.069. in I B9O'91 
it was Rs. 5,6g8, in the year of report the receipts 

(Rs. 2.B99) fell off by nearly one· half the amount collected in IB90·91. The De­
puty Commissioner, Ruby Mines district, has made no mention of this revenue in 
his report, although the continued decrease is worthy of comment. 

IBI . The license to work the Jade Mines fell off from Rs. 55.500 to Rs. 

J d M
· 52,500. The Deput/· Commissioner considers that 

., ..... h d . I d II fl' t e ecrease IS sma an ca oS ('Ir no exp anatlOn. 
The diminution is probably the result of the rising in Wuntho and the disturb· 
ances which followed the flight of the cx·Sawbwa. 

J82. The total demand from tributes was Rs, 24,09' as against R5.69,610. 

Tribule. 
The difference is due to the loss of Rs. 50,310 from 
the Wuntho State. During the year that State was 

brought under direct administration and formeu part of the Katha ciistrict, 
Northern division . This State during the year yielded-

R,. 
Thathameda lA3.864 
Rent fli Stale lands 49,061 

or a total of Rs. 1,92,925 out of the total rlemand of Rs. 2,16,540. It is antici .. 
pated that the greater part of the outstandings will be collected. 

The other chief items of tribute, Rs. 13,000 from Morneik and Rs. 5,000 
from Baw, were the same as last year. In the Bhamo and Katha districts 
tribute was this year taken from the Kachins for the first time. 

183. Petroleum is at present extracted from Yenangyaung in the Magwe 

Petro~um. 

Venangyaung 
Venangyat 

district and from Yenangyat in the Pak6kku district. 
The total royal ty derived therefrom is as below. 

Total 

1890-91. 1891-92. 
Rs. Rs. 

... SoI.373 

.... 1,128 

... 55.50 1 

79A52 
1031. 

80.8,6 

The increase is due to increase of production. The native workers are now 
allowed to sell the oil extraded to whomsoever they please. The Burma Oil 
Company, Limited, had a larger Quttum of oil than before and sunk seve(al new 
wells. Th¢ Royal wells at Y""angyaung have heen leased to. and are worked by. 
this compan)'. It paid R~. 5."44 royalty. on the ~utt?rn from these wells. • 

1B4. l(evenue IS derived from steatite quames In the Pak6kku and .\flObu 
s ' ... districts. The Minbu quarries are situated .tathe 
lea' . west o( the Arakan Yom> ridge. but .have aln.,s 



been worked from this side. The Pakokku quarries are situated near the Kyauk­
taung stream in the Laungshc township. The revenue derived from these 
quarries is shown below. 

Minbu 
Pak6kku 

Total 

t8Qo-tJI . 
R,. 

••• ::1,800 
8 

... 2.808 

1891'9::1, 
R,. 

6.593 
.00 

The increase in the Minbu district is due to the quarries having been broken 
up into five groups and each group having been sold separatdy; also to the Chin 
HiJls having been so settled that JX!oplc can move about freely without ri sk of being 
raided by Chins and taken into captivity or killed. 

COLLECTION OF REVENUE AND CORRCIVI-: PROCESSES. 

185. The total number of thugyis' circles and the total number of coercive 
processes during the year and in the year before are given below by divisions. 

Division. 

NVMUEIt Of TIIUGYIS' 
CUI.CL£!!. 

TOTAL NVMBER 0"­
COIRCTVI! I'ROChSES. 

---.,--- i------,---
,890'91. / ISgI'92. 1890-91. 1891'92. ==-' ------+--~-·-9-. '--·68-:---- 59 1,543 

Central 3;'\ 9H I yo 324 
Southern 1,086 1,193 951 1,0 31 
Eastern 6]7 Q8, 1,61l~ 161 
Thayetmyo (Upper Burma portion of district) 31 I .17 I II U 

GRAND TOTAl. - 3,116\- - 3,8;;-\--'· 2,115 3.677 

--=c--.- .-- - --.-- - -- '.' -.. -.- . ... - .... .... -... - .. _--.. -.-.. -----
This shows that the policy of breaking up large (myo) circles into villa!",e 

headmen charges is being steadily pursued in all divisions. 111 the Thayetmyo 
section of Upper Burma tht' number shown last year was 4' , but included TO 

ywathugyis who were subordinate to taikthugyis. The advance in this dirr~c­
tion is most marked in the Eastern division, and particularly in the Meiktila 
district of that division. The apparently large increase in Pyinmana is due to 
subordinate ywathugyis havi ng heen excluded from las! year's returns. In 
Kyauks~ there is one myothugyi drawing a fixed salary of Rs. So monthly. 

186. Mandalay shows an increase in number of 24 ywathugyi charges 

Northern d ivision. 
formed by the breaking up of iarger groups. Shwebo 
shows 29 this year against 27 the year before, but 

there are altogether J 2 myothugyis and 263 ywathugyis in the district, all 
of whom draw commission. The Bhamn and Ruby Mines distric ts show 110 

change, but Katha shows an increase of ,06. This Jifferencc has not been ex" 
plained, but it is probably due to the inclusion of the \Vuntho S tate. 

187, All districts in thp. Cen tral division show an increase over last year in the 
Central division. number of thugyis. Sagaing, Ye'*u, and Lower Chin-

dwin slightly, but the Upper Chindwin has advanced 
from '70 to 288. Here again the advance is not explained, but it is probably due 
to the Inclusion of the Kale State. 

188. Minbu in the Southern division shows a decrca~~ of four ywathugyis anJ 

Southern division. 
this is not explained. The other districts show an 
increase, Myingyan slig~ltlYI Pakukku and Magwc 
largely. 

18g, Except in the Eastern division there has been a large increase in the 
p number of processes iss-IJed. Although the pTl!vailing 

rocC$ses. scarcity in Upper Burma during the past year no 
doubt accounts for part of this large increase, it is not altogether due to that i for 
the Northern division, which was least affected by scarcity, shows the largest pro­

',portionate increase of any division, while in the Easlern division, wJ/(:~re_ perhaps 



,$c~city was .most acute, there is a· decrease in the number of process~~ issued~ 
'The general increase is probably due to thugyis acting more promptly i,n realizing 
the revenue. Formerly they often waited until it was too late and the defaulters 
had absconded. Out of the total of 3,677 processes issued, in only 16g cases or 
4'5 per cent. was property sold up, land being sold in only four of these. In only 
~8 cases or about 0'8 per cent. were defaulters actually imprisoned. In most 
districts the mere issue of the process was sufficient to realize the revenue, 
people evidently holding back from paying in hope of eventual remission. 

GRANTS OF WASTE LANDS, 

19o, In the Mandalay district 303 pes with exemption for two years were 
granted. No grants were made in the other dis· 
tricts. 

Northcm division. 

191, In the Sagaing district the following grants were made ,-I ,0Hi 
acres, revenue free foe one 'year, to 150 cultivators i 
35 acres, revenue free for two years, to two persons j 

and a special grant of 800 acres on a sliding scale of assessment extending over 
a period of 30 years to a subadar of military police. 

The only other district in the division where grants were made was in the 
Lower ChindwinJ where village headmen granted 5'72 acres in all; no,~xemption 
periods were allowed. 

Central division. 

192. In the Minbu district one grant was made, but the area is not stated. 
In Magwe, another Chin colony, similar, to that m~n­
tioned last year, was founded and a grant of 4,664 

acres to the 100 families that have settled there will be made, The colony which 
was started last year has brought the grant made to them under cult.ivation, One 
small grant was also made dunng the year by the Assistant CommissionerJ Taung­
dwingyi , but the area is not stated, 

Southern di vision, 

Eastern division. 
193, In the Kyauks" district the following grants 

were made by- • 

Deputy C\)mmissioncr, 8 grants meaNuring 
Township Officers, 692 l.'l'ants me.:l.$uring 
Thugyis. 177 grants metl5uring .. , 

Total 877 grants measuring 

Acres. 

552 '94-
4,558'93 
1,091'7 1 

The grants made by the Deputy Commissioner were revenue free for three 
years i the other grants were of small areas of I to 2 acres. Some were exempted 
for one, two, and three years, in others a reduced rate of assessmeqt was allowed 
for one, two, and three years. In the Yamet hin district applications for two large 
grants were refused, as the district is being brought under the operations of an im· 
proved system of irrigation and it is intended to make the new irri~ation works a 
benefit to as many as possible. Several small grants art: now belIlg made. No 
grant~ were made 10 the other two districts of the division. 

AGRICULTURAL ADVANCES. 

194. The sum advanced during the year was very nearly three times the 
amount of the loans made last year, which in turn were almost So per 'cent. ,more 
than thoseof the year before. This increase has been necessary to assist cultivators 
to recover from the effect of a series of bad years. The year under report was 
especially disastrous and advances were made not only for the purchase of plough­
cattle, but also of seed.grain and to enable the people to st;ty the sale of their 
plough-cattle., In two districts of the scarcity-affected tract (Ye-u and Meiktila), 
advances were made to local traders to buy grain for sale at certain centres ~nd' 
on the relief works. K yaukse was the only district in which it was not necessary 
to make loans. It has not been ravaged by cattle-disease aqd its system of imo. 
gation makes it secure against drought. All loans bore interes~ at the rate Qf 
61 per ce':lt. per annum, and bonds were taken. . . 

All dlstnct oflicer~ have reported on the great utilIty of these advances and 
the great boon they are to the agriculturist. They save him from impoveri.hirig" 
himself by borrowing money at exorbitant rates of interest from money-lendec ' 

: .. ~ 



..it~POaT ON. ,TI{£ R!VI!:NUt' ADMINISTRATION Oft nURMA ;oa 18Qi.,;. 

' ind' allow hi~ to maintain himself as an independent cultivator. In the Eastern 
.divUiion these advances were especially beneficial. Default in repayment is very 
r~e. There can be no doubt that a judicious system of agricultural loans in 
Upp~r Burma is of immense importance, and the money is well and safely invested~ 
" '95' In the Mandalay district Rs. 7,3'2 were advanced. Of this amount 

Northern division, Rs. 1,280, with interest Rs. 42- 1 J -6, have been repaid. 
In Shwebo Rs. '0, ,3'5 were advanced. Owing to 

the prevailing scarcity repayment was not pressed J so only- Rs. 3,529 were re­
covered. The balance still to be collected, including Rs. 7,455 outstanding from 
last year, is Rs. 24.' 77. [n the Ruby Mines Rs. 8,300 were advanced. The full 
amount advanced last year J with interest, has been recovered. Rupees 13,756 
.were outstanding from last year in the Katha district, and during the year further 
advances of Rs. 10,000 were made. Rupees 7,605, and intcrest Rs. 943, were 
repaid during the year. Of the Rs. 2,200 advanced last year and the Rs. 5,085 ' 
advanced this year in the Bhamo district, Rs. 4J 102 have been repaid, also interest 
Rs. "'-9'0. . 

I g6. The advan(;cs made last year in this division ,,,ere small, except in the 

C I d
· . . Upper Chindwin district, where special grants were 

entra n'rslOn. • 
made to cultiVators who had sunered severe losses 

of cattle from disease. During the ycar under repoft three districts were affected 
by scarcity and the total sum advanced was R s. 49,120. 

In Sagaing Rs. 15,000 ~'erc advanced during the year. Of this sum only 
Rs. 1,232-8-0 have yet been recovered, as the terms of the loan made the first instal­
ment repayable after the close of the official year. Of Ihe RS.336 outstanding 
from 1888~89, Rs. 80 wcre recovered during the year. The: whole of the amount 
~dvanced last year was recovert!d in that year. In Ye~u til"': total loans made 
amounted to Rs. 12,350, of which Rs. 4,000 were advanced to h)cal traders to 
import grain. The whole of this SUI11, with in.l:erest Rs. 85.6-9, was repaid during 
the year. Rupees 2,585 and interest, Rs. 330-10-0, were also paid on account 
of the advances made in the previous year. There had been no advances pre­
viously made in the Lower Chindwin, but this year a total of Rs. 11,840 were 
advanced. Onty Rs. 80 of this were repaid during the year as the loans do not fall 
due until next year. In the Uppcr ChlOdwin Rs. 9,930 were advanced. Of this 
Rs. 1,102 have been repaid. No mention is made of t he balance of Rs. 9,000 due 
on account of last year's loall. 

J 97. A total sum of Rs. J 8,2 J 6 was advanced in M yingyan ; Rs. 7,000 for the 

Southern division. 
purchase of cattle and Rs. 11 ,216 for the purchase 
of seed. This alllount fall s due next year. Of the 

Rs. 4,950 advanced last year, R s. 4,650 were recovered during: this year. The 
loans made in PakOkku were-

(ll To purchase cattle . . . 
(2 To purchase seed .. . 
(3) To sink wells for irrigation 

To!a[ 

&. 
10,000 

3.000 . 

500 

This sum also is not due until next year, but during the year Rs. 9,462 were 
recovered on account of advances made in previous years. 

On account of the scarcity in Minbu and Magwt! special advances were 
sanctioned for these districts, in the first Rs. Z9A90, in the otter RS·3 I ,z5S· 
Of the loans made in Minbu all but Rs. 4,050 have been recovered. [n Magw~ "­
tota1 of.Rs. 11,6z4, including sums on account of previous year's loans, were repaid. 
The balance to be recovered is !hOW Rs. 35,392 . Magll'c has had to be largely 
helped with loans for the fast three years. In the firs t two it had suffered 

. severely fr,?m the. ravages 0 cattle-disease from which it has not ~eco\'ered yet, 
·,and follOWing thiS came the year of drought and consequent failure of crops. 
The loans made have been-

1889;90 23.700 
1890-9' 26.:120 
tl:lg'.9~ ... .,. .. .11,255 . ~ . 

' )~Hpees 4.830 of the last sum were for the purchase of seed. 



1. ' ~T$N" "HE; aiV3t;E Ao~UrrlsTM,.ioN oP' B.~ ';oil' ~~; ' ,,. 
" . " . 

19'8. The advances made in Upper Burma hive been largest in the Eastern-
Ea d· .. . division, which accounts for a little over half of the 

'1' ,tern )VISlon. total loans, and almost the whole , of this sum was 
given to the scarcity-affected districts of Meiktila and Yam~thin as shown below. 

I 

Ror purchase 
To ~revent I To traders. to 

District, To purchase cultivators d:n grain Total , cattle. of seod. ,eUing their e~ts at 
cattle. relie ..... ork, . . 

'{ . 
. 

-- I 
- --

R. R •. R •. R, . R~ 

Meiktila ... ... . .. 14.654 I 94.120 I 1.508 1,10,282 
'- -. • ~ 

Vam~thin ... ... 27,000 61.683 ., . 88.683 - - - -
Total ... 27.000 1.7°0451 1.5°8 1.98,965 

In both these districts all the seed in the hands of th,~ cultivators was ex~ 
bausted and the first crop had been destroyed by drought. The people were 
beginning to sell their cattle in order to obtain seed and food. These timely 
advancts enabled them to keep their cattle and hold on to the land and raise a late 
crop which a fortunate fall of rain late in the year brought to maturity. This 
crop, though small, not only kept large tracts from actual want, but also gave 
employment to people for whom otherwise it would have been necessary to find 
employment on relief works. 

199. In that part of 

Thayctmyo. 

the Thayetmyo district situated in Upper Burma, 
Rs. 2,500 were advanced to buy cattle as against 
Rs. I,n5 in the previous year. 

SURVEY AND SETTLEMENT. 

200. There were two parties (Cadastral) of the Survey of India at work in 

Cadast ral surveys. 
Upper Burma during the year. No. 3 Party con­
cluded its work in the Meiktila district and then was 

transferred to Sa~aing, where the traverse survey had been completed Ia.st. year. 
No. 12 Party carned on work in the Minbu distriCt. Mr. Gibson with a special 
establishment cadastrally surveyed the irrigated and State lands of the Sliwebo 
district and a detailed survey of similar lands in the Yamethin district was also 
carried on. 

SETTLEMENT. 

201. The total area in the Mandalay district that had last year been cadas­
trally surveyed, amour.ting to 675 square miles or 432 .023 acres, was under settle­
ment during the year. It was anticipated that the operations would be completed 
by the 1st November ,892. but the untimely death of Mr. Westlake, the Settlement ... 
Officer, has seriously retar.ded progress, and it is probable that much of the ground 
which he traversed may have to be gone over again. In any case n~w crop-cut­
tings wilt be necessary as the harvest of last year was far below the average. The, 
cost of the operations is estimated at Rs. 58,420, being Rs.86'55 per square ­
mile, or 2'16 annas per acre. The report of the operations in the Kyaukse dis­
trict last year, written by Mr. Westlake, is now under consideration. No 
other districts were under regular settlement. But in the Meiktila district, 
Mr. Thurston, Assistant Com~issioner, was employed on speci~1 duty towards the · 
end of the year to mark boldmgs and record tenures and rIghts m the Thaz~ 
township, being the tract of which the cadastral survey had been completed. 
My06k Maung Po U and. four Surveyors were also employed for three months ill 
demarcating daing boundaries. 

OTHER SURVEYS. 

202. In almost all districts the District Survey establishment under the 
Deputy Commissioner's direction did a considerable amount of useful work in the 
survey of State land • . and 0/ grants~ 



~03. In the Ruby Mines 886'4 acres of State land and in Katha 56.~cre, 
". 0' ;' . were so surveyed. In the latter district the total area 
;'Iot'lern IVISlOn, f Sid ' d d' 8 o tate an S surveye up to ate IS ,512 acres . 

• 04. In Sagaing the District Surveyor measured 8,2f5 acres, of which 2,7'5 
Central division. acres have been declared State, and steps are being 

. taken to have the remaining 5,500 acres declared Stale 
'also. In the Lower Chindwin all the State lands were re-surveyed and also '77 
acres of fresh land, which were subsequently declared State. In Ye-u 66 circles 

,' were demarcat~d and the Slate lands were re-surveyed and found to be 484acres 
and not 455 acres as previously shoWn. 

205, The Pagan island lands were surveyed and the survey of the Myingyan 

S h d"· . islands commenced. In Pakokku 23'i45 acres of 
out ern IVIS10n. I 'fl ' 

. and, chleny State, and 19,014 acres of a~d about to 
hodeclared State, were surveyed. In Minhu 6,675 acres of .y.daw and thugyi,a 
lands, and in Magwe 6,791 acres of State land , were surveyed . 

• 06, In Kyaukse (where the cadastral survey had been completed) the Dis-

E d
' . , triet Surveyors and Assistant Surveyors were employ· 

astern !VISlon. .1 ' . h '6 eu In surveymg t e grants, amounting to ,203 acres, 
. made in this district. These were delineated on the cadastral map5 in the usual 
way. In the Pyinmana district the Surveyor was ill and the outturn of work was 
unsatisfactory, but maps of State lands were madt; out. 

SPECIAL SURVEYS, 

207. In the Upper Burma p:lTt of the Thayetmyo district, ,220 acres in the 
Minhla and Sinbaungwe townships were surveyed. 

208. In the Sagaing district a special temporary est::tblishment surveyed 
5,222 acres of State land in the Myinmu subdivision at a cost of Rs. 384. In the 
Pak6kku district surveys of island lands were carried out by thugyis through 
the agency of hired Surveyors for the assessment of next year's kyun tax at a 
cost of I anna an acre. In Magwc a special Surveyor in March surveyed 1,86 i 
acres of island cultivation at a cost of Rs. 50. The lands irrigated from the Palin 
ch;;tung were surveyed at a cost of 1 anna an .acre to be paid out of the com .. 
mission allowed for the collection of the water·ratc. 

No survey work of any kind was done in the Bhamo and Upper Chindwin 
districts. 

209. A Code of Directions to Settlement Ollicers in Upper Burma and also a 
Code of Supplementary Survey Rules have been prepared by the Financial Commis­
sioner and have been laid before the Chief Commissioner. Mr. Smeaton hopes 
that settlement operations may commence in earnest next season. The Cadastral 
'«(6-inch to tne mile) survey of the Sagaing and Minbu districts is complete, and 
these districts are now ripe for settlement. It is of very great importance tha.t the 
long-delayed conversion of the thathameda on the agricultural classes into 
a land-tax and the adjustment of the thathameda on the non-agricultural classes 
'should be MW proceeded with. The Code above referred to provides for both of 
thes.e measures. , 

. RANGOON: I 
'!.'he ,./ 3th Sept"'nber 1892. 

W. F. NOYOE, 
Secretar,l to the Financial (Jomm'8Bioner. 
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EXTRACTS F ROM REPORTS BY COMMISSIONERS AND DEPUTY 
COMMISSIONERS, LOWER BURMA. 

P A RT II. 

RAINFALL AND HARVEST. 

Remarks by Commissioner, Arakan Division. 

A kyab.- The rainfall of the past season was abundant and cultivator.:; and othe rs inter­
ested in the Qutturn of the crop were very sanguine as to the result. Hopes, however, 
were somewhat lowered in October a nd November in consc'ljuence of frequent heavy 
$howen just as the grain was forming. The outturn, however, was a fairly good one, though 
cultivators were disappointed somewhat, as they had fully anticipated a bumper crop. 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner, Kyaukpyu. 

* * * * * 
The rainfall was timely and well distri buted throughout all townships of the dist rict. 

* * * * * 
Remarks by Comm:ssioner. Arakan Division. 

Sandoway.- Thc rainfall is recorded as 254' 12 inches as comp~red with 204'03 inches 
in the Akyab and 2t)~rlO im;hes in the Kyaukpyu district. Thc rainf:l.lI was fairly well 
distributed in this district, and, although a cydolle passed over the district in November. 
it did very little damage, though the Deputy Commissioner note)' that it reduced the cmp 
from 18 annas to one of 16 annas. 

Remarks by Deputy C(lmmi!lsioner, Hanth:twaddy, 

* * * * * 
The following is a comparative stateme nt of rainfall in inches du ring thf' per iod of 

~u l tivation fo r the past two years;-
1890, IS9J, 

Jnches, Inch~s, 

May l.I:9O '79 
June 26'73 26'6~ 

July 20"83 30 'oS 
August 1,'i'07 ~07~ 

September 00 ' 1'10 20'21 

October '3'30 ~ '35 

!"'Jovember 0 '12 3'02 

--
Total 100'65 103'19 =_u ~ 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner, Pegu, 

T HE total rainfall for Pegu shows an increase of over 40 inches. whereas that for 
Kyauktan remai ns the same as last year. The faU from June to September wa~ very heavy, 

The rain was timely, but broke up a little too ea rly. The ha rvest has bet~ n goofl. tlw 
outturn being a J 5-300a crop. . 

R~m3rks by Deputy Commissioner, Tharra ..... addy. 

* * * * * 
The rainfall was considerably above the average in Tha.rrawaddyand the southern parI' 

of t he district, and slightly above the average :.n Gyobingauk and the northern pa.rt. In 
Yegin. ~he western part, the rainfall was slightly below the average; but inasmuch as there 
is no wet-weather crop irown in that part of the country the defic iency wa!l immateri:l.l. 
In other parts of the district, except the extreme north, a bout which se}Jarate remarks will 
bc made, tire rainfall, t hough abundant. was very unevenly di!ltributcd, more especially iQ 
t he northern to\\'nships of Gyohingauk and Tapun. 

* * * * * 
The rains may be said to have been favourabk in the southt'rn part of the district and 

unfavourable in the northern. Again this year, the fifth in Succl'ssion, the rainfall roun~ Nat ~ 
~alin has entirely failed, and as a natural result. large areas of land have been It" Ft fallow in , 
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the Ledon, Kubyu, and Tapun circles. Why thi! small strip of country should be left almost 
rainless year after year I cannot explain. 

* * * * * 
It iti probable that the only soludon of the difficulty is irrigation. A project to 

conduct the surplus waters from the Taungnyo through the affected tract of country so 
that it may be got on to the paddy.fields is now under the consideration of Public Worb 
Department Officers. Whether the plan is feasible or not it is impossible to say without 
an extensive survey and the taking of levels, but 1 may remark that the scheme IS no new 
~(:heme but one that was in actual working order many years ago, but recently owing to 
natural and artificial causes has ceased to act. 

Remarks by Inputy Commitsioner. Prome. 

* * * * * 
No famine, scarcity, or flood was reported during the year; at the same time the supply 

of paddy was sm-all and prices ruled high. 
--

Remarks by Depttt-y Commissioner. Bassein. 

* * * * * 
The quantity was more than sufficient had:it fallen seasonahly; unfortunately there was 

a. sodden cessation early in 'vctober j the consequence was the crops were partially dried 
up. 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner, Henzada. 

* * * * * 
The rain was pretty well distributed, but for want of rain in October and No,",ember 

crops were short in all thc northern townships of this district, rendering slight remission 
necessary. 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner, Thayelrnyo. 

* * * * * 
The harvest was scanty owing to the latter rainfall being deficient. 

Remarks by Commissioner, Irrawaddy Division. 

* ~ * * * 
Thayetmyo.- The October rains were scanty, while the heavy fall in November came 

too late to do much good. Both Mr, iluckle and I visited the district and satisfied Our. 
se lves that the scarcity did not anywhere amount to famine. 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner, Amherst. 

* * * * * 
The rainfall of the year was very heavy, and it is only once in tt'Q years or Sf) that 

200 inches is reached. 

* * * * * 
The han'cst w.as not s~ good .as bad been anticipated. The area cultivated being 

mu~h more extensive than In prevIous years; there was an abundance of graio, but its 
weight and quality compared un favourably wifh that of the paddy of the yeal" previous as 
did the yield per acre. The cause of this was un,doubtedly the late planting out due to in­
unrlattun" and,t"ile development of the grain to full matUlity being prevented by the long 
breaks in October. 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner, Mergui. 

* * * * * 
The rains were neither timely nOT well distributed; deficient in total fall they wert" 

too tight in the beginning and too heavy towards their close. 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner, Shwegyin. 

* * * * * 
This year the rainia1\ wa.s more than avera.ge, and ehiefly so in Pyuntaza and Kyaikto 

subdivisions. The crops were not equal to last rear's. There was a I&.anna crnp. There 
were general complaints that the grain was lighter than usual. This was attributed to 
some weeks' dry weather about October. --

Remarks by Deputy Commiuioner, Salw~. 

'* * '* '* * 
Tho season upon the whole was favourable for agricultural operations. 
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CALAMITIES OF THE SEASON. 

Remarks by Commisllioncr. Arakan Division., 

Akya/J.-Towards the end of the year cholera and small-pox prevailed in some parts of the 
district and to some extent interfered with the regularity of the grain supplies to the Akyab 
market. 

Remarks by Deputy Commi~sioncr. Kyaukpyu. 
THERE were no calamities of season materially injuring agricultural interests, 

Remark!> by Deputy Commissioner, Hanthawaddy. 

* * * * * 
There were I,' 1:1 applications for remission of land revenue on account of damage 

to crops from drought inquired into by the Town~hip Officcr!l . 
To check the correctness of Township Ofticers' proceedings in r('mission cases in the 

Hmawbi township, the Subdi"isional Officcr obtained lists of applicants for remission , with 
the numbers and areas of the fields in their respcL,tive holdings; with these al\fl the kwin map 
in his hand he iM.pected the crops and took notes for compariso\1 with the Township 
Uffi cers' estimates of the damage sustained. Time was sa,:ed, and tilt' stat~ of the crops 
better observed by this means than if the work had been carried on consccuth·c!y by thcSl' 
officers, 

In the southern townships of Tunt~ and Ku ngyang6n, whl'r(~ there is 110 Subdivisional 
Offieer stationed, the Deputy Commissioner exami ned the da.magNi crop in 16 kwills of 
eight circles. As he was unable to complete the who le o\\'iug to pr\!ssurc of otlwr cluti(·~ in 
connectiol1 with the Central Committct' of Departmental Examinatif'l1s. Mr, Ford, Superin· 
tcndent of Laud Records, was deputed to test the estimate of damage ill the remaining 
three kwins in the Tawku and Kamaba circles, where the remis:-;ions ciaim(·o we re small. 

The Deputy Commis~jol1er) moreover, tested the work of the Hmawbi T<lwnshipOfficcr 
and Subdivisional Officer in respect to remissions n:commcndcd by them in four kwins in the 
Hmawbi township, 

A number of the applications for remission came from tenants occupying part of a 
holding, the damage to the crops on the whole of ,,·hich did not exceed onc·thinl. In such 
cas~s, as remission was inadvisable to the Qwuer of the holding, none could h(~ allowt'J, to tht~ 
tenant. Remissions were recommended in :III cases, all of which were sancliont~ d. 
Seventy·six persons unsuccessfully appealed against the rejection of their applications, 

Remarks by Deputy Commis!lioner, Thllrrawaddy. 
THERE was no fa mine in the district during the year 1891.92, but in th(' c ircles of 

Kubyu amI L~daw, the.re wa" considerable scarcity. The paddy crop has failed in a J:lrgc 
part of those circles for five years consecutively. The pf'ople hitberto in afilulmt drcum­
stances lived for fivc years as agrieulturallaboult.:r~ in other parts of the district and province. 
and no dcubt a1so on savings. Now, however, their savings have disappeared, and although 
they caD get work, during several months of the )'( ~(lf they arc hard pressed for a li\·i ng just 
before and at the f'nd of the rains. The Subdivisional Officer, Maung Tun Aung. and tht~ 
Township Office r, Tha Dun Aung, besides the thugyis, reportcd that the people Y'!f~n~ reduced 
to beggary, and, from enquiries 1 made, 1 believe them. The failure of the crop 01 18g l -9z 
was the last st raw, A road from Nattalin to Damang~ was commenced ill Octob('r to 
relieve loca\ pressure, only the villagers affected by the cont.inued drought being allowed 
to work. They were pilid at the ratc of at first 6 ann:lS and :l.!terwan]:i at 7 annas per 100 
cubic fce!. Tht: :lssistance thus rendered was muc h appreciated by the people, who worked 
most industriously; I)llly part o( the road was completed. 

* * * * * 
The t.~nacity with which the Burman clings to his land, and hi s in te nsely ('()Il S(· r\·at;\·c 

naure , are well exemplified by the conduct of the people living ill the affcckd tract of 
country. They hope against hope, and will, J am certain, not relinquish tlleir hn/dings now 
covered wit~ kaing grass until the Publi\: 'Vorks Department can positively as.sure them 
that it iii impos!:Iiblc t.o irrigate their lands. --

Remarks by Deputy C ommissiuneT. Bassein. 
THERE has been no calamity of 60 serious a. nature as that whic.:h affected agriculturt: 

owing to catUe di~ase in the previous year. But a bad t!pidemic took place to:l. morc 
limited extent in the Thamandewa, Alegyun, and Pyinkahaing circles of the Ngaputaw town· 
lihip, and in the Myaungmya and Kyagan circles of the Myaungmya township, 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner, Mergui. 
THE .waot of rain in the eaJ'H~r part of the season caused a partial drought. \Vc!Jti 

dried up, particularly in and around Mergui, aDd much sickness, mostly ft'ver and dysentery, 
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resulted. The partial"drought prevented early sowing. Again, the violence of the subse­
quent rains flooded the nurseries in many places. 

* . * * * * 
The subsidence of the floods was marked in many places by the appearance of millions 

of caterpillars. These attacked the damaged paddy, eating it completely down, some 
of the fie lds being as bare as a roadway. This plague, fortunately confined to small 
patches, did con!lidcrable harm in Palaw and on the Pakchan. The caterpillars were in 
turn preyed upon by large flocks of small birds; these eventually suppressed the invaders. 

INCREASE OR DECREASE IN CULTIVATION. 

Remarks by Deputy Commi"ioner. Kyaukpyu. 

* * * * * 
The cultivable land in the district is not extensive, and it is not likely that a large 

increase will cv(~r take place. 

* * * * * 
The holdings have ber.n subdivided so as to be in many cases infinitesimal. To avoid 

further subdivi!'ion, cultivation is carried on to a great extent in rotation, and the villagers 
like to kee p their land in the thugyis' registers in the name of a common ancestor. These 
date back, not infrequently, to grandfathers and great~grcat·grandfathers, and, under the 
circumstances it is surprising that disp~tcs are not more numerous than they are. 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner, Sandoway. 

* * * * * 
Had it not been for the cattle disease which unfortunately prevailed from the com· 

mencement of the year, there would have been a larger increase in the area under culti-
vation. 

* * • • . .. 
Remarks by Df'puly Commissioner. Hanthawaddy. 

PADDY land a!'sessed to revenue shows an increase in area of 14,570 acres, due to 
potlas falling in to assessmC'llt, to natural extension of cultivation, and to the survey of 
Aingkalaung and Bawlc circles hy the Field-to-Field Survey by local agency, the latter 
accounti ng for 5,000 of the increase. The increase of 4,898 acres under" All other laad. II 
may he ascribed to similar c;.\.uscs. 

The actual arca on which crops were grown is 528,140 acres, made up as follows:­

Rice 
Maize 
T il or gingc\ly 
Ground·nut~ 
SU!{arCane 
Torocco 
Garden produce 
M i.!>cellaneous crops ... 

Remark", by Deputy Commissioner. Pegu. 

THE area actually cropped was in-

189V-91 
1891-92 ... 

Falla\\'-
181)1.)-91 .. 

1891-9Z 

The increase was practically in paddy. 

Increase 

Increase 

* * * * * 

Acres. 
4.93.886 

8 
109 
13' 
4 12 

10 

25. i 93 
8"'90 

A"",. 
1.51.596 
7.61 .93' 

10.335 

40.371 
54.574 

The area of f~llow land has increased from 40.31' to 54,574; this, I think, is du~ to 
many cultivators allowing land to lie fallow owing to the wanl of catlle as the death~ 
ralf" of cattle is J. 541 more than last year. 

--
Remarks by Deputy Commissioner. Tharrawaddy. 

* * * * * 
There is ... ery little waste land fit (or rice cultivation left in the district; I think Dot 

5;000 acres. 
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* * * * 
The area under tobacco has increased from ' ~, 166 acres to 2,¢O. 

Remal'1ts by Deputy Commissioner. Bcusein. 

* * * * * The increase under paddy cultivation is doe principally to the (I) low rise of the 
river in the southern circles of the Ngathainggyaung subdivision, (~) to the absence of 
'¥Cry severe cattle mortality, and (3) to the bund not haviltg been breacbed foe the past 
two years. 

Remarks by Commissioner, Irrawaddy DivisKln. 

Bassei ... -Tbe sc;:atcitr. in Upper Burma and anticipated high prices had also their 
effect, and ,to tbe.e we should add the influx of I."bourers and of plough-cattle from Upper 
8urm .. 

RemaTks b,- ~puty Commissionet". Hentada. 

* * * * * 
The increase this yur under paddy-land is 5,125 acres over that of last year. In 

taungya cultivation there is a decrease of 434 acres, and under" All other lands " a decrease 
of 23, t 39 acres. But this is only apparent and not real decrease ; it is owing to miscel­
laneous cultivation being this year cnllected after the 31St March, and there fore excluded 
from thi,s year's rdurns, whereas it was shown in last yaar's returns, The il\(; reasc of 
5,125 acres in paddy-land is partly due to Mr. Clancey's survey and part.ly d!Je to clCten. 
sians and ("x}liry of pottas falhng under a,ssessmelJt . 

• . $' 

RemaTks by Deputy Commissioner, Shweg)"in. 

* * * , • 
Cultivation is rapidly sprea4ing in this 4istrict, the agricultural 

are very great; immigrants are comiQg in on all s i4es. 
resources of whic" 

, • 
CROPS AND PRODUCTS. 

Remarks by Comll1issioner, Arakan Division • 

• ~ * * * 
Kyaukpyu.-The Kyaukpyu dist"ict cultivatnrs appear to have .enjoyeq the benefit of 

the improved rates prevailing for paddy aod grains fhat have even been shipped at Kynuk~ 
pyu by the British India Steam Navigation steamers Cor export to Rangoon . In this r~gard 
the steamer Hasty has heefJ, of "I':rvj~e in conveying paddy for shipment, anJ the Checluha 
has furnished its quota in this grain export to Rangoon. 

* * .. ?: * 

Remarks by Deputy ~ommissioner, Tharrawaddy. 
THE rice crop was, taking the whole district throughout, not particularly good and wa., 

estimated at 13 annas~ . 

~emarks by Deputy Commissioner. Hanthawaddy. 
PADDY is the r.rincipal staple, and a J 5-anna crop was harvested. The cultivation of 

fruit .• and vegetab.eti is i~creasing in differeot parts of the dis~rj ct • . especially in the 
Kbnda·n and along the railway line ao~ Tunt~. The fruits ar.e chiefly iack, common mango, 
marian, guav~, papaya and piueapple. Oranges also nre successfully cultivated by the 
~~aDs near Wa.netchaung. 

~~rl1arks by Deputy Commissioner, Am~.erst. 

* ~ ~ ~ * 
The fruit !?easo~ was fair but no~ so go04: as last year, although fruit of aU kinds, es.,. 

pecially dorian~ alld oranges, were plentihtl. . . 

Remarks by Deputy CQrnmilsi9ner. Tavoy, 

* * * ~ * 
The plant that is grOWn near the Tavoy town and that was shown as jute and was 

" upposcd to be either the Cordorl4S capsu/aris or Coliturius, I find, is not the jute plant 
.of commerce, nor is it the hemp plant known as Ca1;,taois sativa, but it is the Crototarza 
itl.,.ce~1 the fib~e Qf wh~ch is .o~d jq t~e m~rket ;!s s~D.hemp ~C&Pil and is used here for 

. ~~kin~ l",jne and ro~c. 

• 
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Remarks by Deputy Commissioner, Mergoi. 

* * • * * 
The cocoanut plantations round Mergui are infested with beetles, and the crops have 

laue rJybeen bad. 

~emarks by D .• put,. Carom.lion'ro, Sh·egyin. 

... * * * * 
Kaing (misceflaneous) cultivation is being abandoned partially. Many persoos who 

cultivated kaing two or three years ago were working as hired labourers or tcnaDts on paddy. 
lands this year. 

* * • * * 
The decrease in taungya may be partly attributed lo the efforts made' to persuade 

the taungya cultivators to abandon taungyas 1D favour of paddy-land. 

CATTLE. 
Remarks by Commis"ioner, Ara'kan Division'. 

AAyab.-There has been a considerable improvement as regards the testing of cattle­
death registers during the past year, and thili hag. no doubt had something to do with the 
apparent . increased mortality when compared with the number of deaths reported for 1890-
91. • • • • 

district 
• 

ha~ been tolerably free from Kyauk/,yu.-In a general way the cattle of the 
epidem ic c.hscase. 

There are no cattle· markets ill the district, but owing to .the prevalence of cattle~Hs. 
case beyond the district in Upper Burma, cattle have been exported ooth vi' Taungup (in 
the SandO\vay district) and An, thus reversing the usual order of this district purchasing 
cattle brought into it from Upper Dunna via An. " 

The district is well suited for cattle· breeding if the people were more energetic. 

* * * * • 
Remarks by Deputy Commissioner. H'anthawaddy, 

* * * * * 
Cattle mort:dity during the year 1891-92-

Deaths from-
Rindtrpest 
Anthrax 
Foot and mouth dise:t!le 

... ... 
... 

Totol 

During the year Maang Tha Din, the Veterinary AS06istant, was deputed on special 
dUl)' in Upper llurma to treat sick cattle and also in the Amherst district of the Tenasserim 
rlivision . He was away in aU 47 days. Tha Din treated 221 cattle, of which 207 were 
curt"u . one died, and result of 13 cases is unknown. The total number of days he travel. 
led in the Hanthawaddy district is 213. 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner, Pegu. 
No l.attie markets were in existence during the year of report. The number of cattle 

that died during the year up to the 31st March was 6,125 as compared with 4,584 for 
the year 1 8go~9 1 , she:.'wing an increase of ',541 deaths. Deaths occurred from the follow· 
iog diseases;-

Rinderpest 
Anthrax ... 
FOOl and mouth desease 
Debility or old age 
Sllake·bite 
Accident 

... ... 

•• 
Total 

1890-91• 
1,602 

. '6'5 

'44 
'.033 
'9' 
' .. 

4.SlI. -

1891-92. 
1.910 

87' 

'4' 
2,SSZ 

3'0 

'7' 

6.125 -
The Veterinary Assistant haa been employed in the district throughout the y~ar i he was 

sent out to places where cattle~disease appeared. The increase in the number of deaths when 
compared with last year is principally amoDi old C"'cittle this year; this is due mostly to 
very heavy flood in the eastern part of the district, where cattle had to live in knee .. deep 
water for. several months. i Several streams as usual were bunded and tanks and weU. du g 
for w3.tenng cattle. . .. 
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itemarks by Deputy Commissioner. Tharrawaddy, 

THE mortality amongst cattle in the last three years is as follows:-
. . 

1890-91, . 1891-1)2. 

. 

8,244 

THE figures (or 1889-90 and 1-890-91 I know from many tours in the- interior during 
the last two years to be inaccurate, possibly 10 per cent. Ic!;s than they should be .. The 
figures for 1891-92 I believe to be fairly accurate; at all events not more than 5 per cent. 
out. All officers constantly check the registers. I do not thiuk there. is a village register in 
the district which has not been tested twice or oftener in the past year, I also know that 
there has been comparatively very tittle diacase compared with what thert~ was in 1890-91 , 

, . * * * * 
A draft bill for the enforced segregation of cattle has recently been cin:ulated for cri­

ticism, so that it il; not necessary to make any further remarks on the subject, save to say 
that I believe the measure will be hailed with gratitude by aU cultivators. 

* * * * * 
The cause of about 75 per cent. of the cattle-disease is want of good water. 

* * * * * --
Remarks by Deputy Commissioner, Th~ngwa, 

If will be seen that there has been a considerable decrease of mortality during the 
year under report, but the previous year showed an increase of 1,651) or over 76 per cent. 
above 1889'90, Mortality III Danubyu shows a gratifying decrease this year. 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner, Henzada. 

* * * * * 
Almost in every part of the district lands have been set apart for the purpose of 

gruing cattle and the total area of gra.z.ing ground is now 30,843,95 acres reserved and 
demartated, 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner, Toungoo. 

* * * * * 
Wit.h reference to the spread of contagion, it is quite a common occurren r.e in this 

distTict to find the roads to a village blocked on account of cattle-disease in it; the neigh­
bouting villages insist on this, The draft Bill proposed would meet with general approval 
in this district. ' 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner, 'favoy, 
THERE was no cattle·disease in this district during the year nnder report, 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner, Mergui. 

* * * * * 
There is a small trade in buffaloes with Tavoy and an increasing one across the 

Siam frontier owing to the large demand for ploughing buffaloes in the Western States, 
where atocks bave been low for some years through disease. 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner, Salween. 
THE total value of cattle imported from Siam during the 10 months (April to January 

189a) was Rs. ~S,604; the value recorded in 1890.91 was Rs. 1,94,415. 
This trade is likely to increase as there is ordinarily a large and steady demand for 

cattle in the plains, 

CATTLE:"MARKETS, 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner, Hanthawaddy, 

• * * * * 
It is queationed whether cattle-markets afford any protection against cattle-theft: 

my own opinion is that they do if honestly worked, but there is reason to fear that the 
cattt.e·market gaungs sometimes play into the hands of cattle·stealers by providing them 

. with palSes without the actual production of the cattle. ·For this reason it may happen 
that a fraudulently conducted _market is the mO.~t popular and shows the largest amount 
,?f fees, while those conducted on honest principles may, iu consequence of being leiS 
~&Orted tOJ barely pay their expenses, 
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Rtmatks by Comm_oner. PC!(\l Division. 
H."tnaauuJ'y.-Un(ortunately catt1e~theft goes on apAce in spite of cattle-markell. 

These markets Ire doubtle8:1 a cODvenience to the general public. 

Remarks by Deputy Commiuioner. T"-lTawaddy. 
THE number of cattle· markets remains the same as last year-nine. I stili believe that 

these markets are a great resort of cattle-thieves. The TMn%8 gaung wa. convicted for 
giving his brother-in·law a false and forged certificate of sale for two stolen poni~s and 
was sentenced to the inadequate sentence of six month,' rigorous imprisonment. 

All Magistrates and Police Officers oheck the counterfOils of cf'!rtificates of sale and 
lend for witnesses and question them as to the transaction recorded. This has done a little 
good. During the year some books of certi6catcs 01 sale!! were after being ll\l.Dlber~d ItUlq 
stamped stolen from the durtry's room while the duftry wu temporarily absent. 

* * * * * 
PRICES. 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner, Sandoway. 

* * * * ~ 
The price of salt was much less than that of tbe previous year owing to an enormou. 

quantity of salt having been manufactured and left unsold. 

* ~ * * * 
Rem&rk, by Deputy Commissioner, Pegu. 

* * * * • 
The prices realized for last year's paddy from opening of the season to dat~ are Qq. 

precedented.· Large stocks are still in hand, the people having fully realized the escape 
they had last year by selling outright their stocks, giving no heed for the ·morrow. This 
has been done by advice of the District Officers . 

. ' Ii ., •• 

Remarks by Depuly Commiuloner. Tharawaddy. 
THI! maximum prlce reached was Rs. J60 in the month of March. The mm,mum 

price during the year was in the month of December, when the rate was Rs. 93. 

* * ~ * • 
At the beginning of 1891 prices were sO high that cultivators sold off the whole of 

their stoc ks, believing tha.t the rate would, as it had done in the previous year, fall in the 
middle of tltt: r~ins. The pe.ople found themselve" in September, October, and November 
practically without rice (said to be the first time for 39 years) and had to impor t from 
Rangoon. . 

* * * * * 
All villagers were warned in December that the price of paddy would probably rise 

very high during the cl,lrren* year flo nd they were recommended to keep sufficient paddy 
to last till next reaping season. It is satisfactory to be able to note that villagers have 
accepted the recommendatiofls made. 

Of fodder for cattle there is always abundance ,\od to seare; vi!lagers ~re extensively 
pk:ing to stack:ing st raw for their cattle. 

Remarks ~y Deputy ComTf!ilsipner, Prome, 
* * . * • 

The salt used i!> .foreign salt and not of native manufacture. 

* f ~ * * The prices of paddy were-e 
1890--91, I89H}2. 

April ' ~ . r: s· t, ~s. ~. ;. 
May 83 12 9 94 0 0 

J
une ... 85 0 0 95 0 0 
lily... .... 93 9 0 100 0 Q 

Allgust ... , " 93 0 Q 129 0 a 
SeptClmber ... 82 ~ ~ ~33 P Q 
October 16 4 0 152 0 0 
November.. . 10 6 4 lS2 0 0 
December... 70 0 0 lOS 0 0 
January .,. , !. 10 8 ~ lOS 0 q 
"February... °10 77. 8 Q ·133 0 0 
March ... ... 8641320Q 

This shows pretty well what a bard year it haa been for the average Burman whose 
crops have failed. Given another bad year· and we shall have a large exodus frc:m lOme 
parts of the district or eJse a change of crop. 
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Remarks by Deputy Commissioner. Thbngwa. 

* * * * * 
The price of salt remained constallt. But little is now supplied from local manufacture, 

the total amount made at the only place in the district where the industry still survives be· 
ingonly 1,379rt maunds. 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner. Toungoo. 

* * * * * 
It is feared that cultivators have not kept a reserve stock ·sufficient to meet the de-

mands of the district until the next crop is in . 

DISTRICT SURVEYORS AND THUGYIS. 

Rem:trks by Deputy Commissioner, Northern Arakan. 

~ON the Lcmru . side of the district the taungya tax was this y~ar collected by three 
taungwins instead of as in former years by the Lower Lemru thugyis ; the experiment 
worked wdJ. 

Remarks by O~puty Commi~sjoncr, Kyaukpyu. 
THERE were 49 thugyi s in the cli slrict as compared with 50 in i he previous year. 

One vacancy occurred owing to th~ death of the thu gy i of Pandawbyin circle . The 
Minyat circle WilS separated frolll the Nyaunghin hla and Madegy ull c ircles as the thugyi 
reported the ar('aass ign~d to him to be too large. This ga\'c an opportun ity for trying the 
collect ion of revenue by ywathugyis in two circles , Kyaukpyuhaung and Minyat, eontai n­
ing, respectively, five anJ six ywathu~yiships. They collected the land revenue without 
diffi.culty. 

* * * * * 
The circles had a revenue illspect<lr each as they were situated at some distance 

from each ot hl ~ r. Under lh l~ orders of the Commissioner, the commiss ion on collections 
was divided in the ratio of 7 to 3, t he ywathugyis getting 7 per n:nt. and the rCVCIHlC 

inspectors 3, 
* * * * * 

Land re\'e nup. in thp. district call always be collected without diffi cu lty. but there 
arc a large number of persons who declint! to pay capitat ion-tax, and it is therefore neces­
sary to defer judgme nt unt il it is seen how the scheme works with that branch of r('ve· 
nuc. 

* * • • * 
The ywathugyis in the ci rcles selected are all too 

themselves in the \vay of cle rical work. 
illiterate to he able to do anything 

* * • • * 
Remark s by Cvmrnilosioner, Arakan [)j\·j"ion. 

Kyaukpyu.-It is \"Cry desirable in every way that the Kyaukpy u di strict sil'.H:ld be 
surveyed ~\nd the rates revised. This is specially necessary in the nur~hern part of the 
di~trict and Cheduba. 

* * * * * 
Remarks by Deputy Commissioner, Sandoway. 

* * * * * 
Of the 31 thugyis reported in the report for 1890-9 1 three thugyis were retired under 

the 5s·yt:: ars rule and fou r others were, as anticipated iu my last revenue report, rCllIovt'd for 
indIiciency and neglect of duty. No new thugyis were appointed in place of those who 
were retired and removed, but the collection of revenue by ywathugyis was introduced in 
the circles vacated by them. 

* * * * * 
The ywathugyis of Singaung, Zadibyin, and Letweanauk circles having been appointed 

from the Ist April 1891 have collected all kinds of revenue whilst ywathugyis in other 
circles have coll ected land revenue, neHa", and sal t composition duty only. 

* * * * * 
Except ill the Central township the revenue collected by them was ordered to be paid 

into the Gwa and Taungup treasuries , respectively, owing to the long distanr:es I)f their vii­
lag~s from ht:adquarters-three to five days' journey. 

The revenue assessment· rolls were prep:lTed by rc"enue inspectors and forwarded to 
headquarters through Myooks, and the cost of writing tax-tickets was borne by Govern. 
ment. At present the r~venue inspectors have to do a good deal of the clerical work, such 
"&s the preparation of rolls, which should properly be done by the headmen; but this will be 
gradually altered in time as the lat ter ge t accustomed to their duties. 
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III * * III * 
The proportion of commission payable to ywathugyis and headmen in Singaing, Zadi­

byin, and Letweanaukcircles are 7 and 3 per cent., respectively, and in the remaining circle, 
5 per cent. each, When the system is introduced throughout it should be possible so to 
re-arrange the charges as to give the headmen everywhere not less than 7 per cent. 

* * * * * 
The collectiun of capitation-tax was made with remarkable celerity. 

* * * * • 
There is no doubt that the collection of revenue by ywathugyis is a success in this 

district. 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner .. k.!I.ngoon Town, 

* * * * * 
Four out of the seven thugyis are duly passed candidates, while the other three hold 

their appointments under the old rules, having been exempted from the operation t)f the 
rilles now in force. Two of the thugyis, namely, MaungThet Pyo and Maullg Shwe Yit, 
have exceeded the age of 55 years and have both been granted extensions until March 
next. They are well able to carry on ·their duties, and have, along with the other thugyis, 
rendered much 1l5cful service during the past year. Their collections h.\Ve . been prompt 
<tnd regular, and their demand books show no outstandings against them. Moreover, 
they have, during the year under report, wiped off completely the old outstanding 011 

account of the late thugyi, Maung Pe's defalcations, which amounted in all to Rs. 
8,199-12'3, and for which they were held responsible under their security bonds. 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner, Bassetn. 
TH~RE is no district surveyor. There were 48 thugyi" during the year of report. 
The rules for the appointment of thugyis arc followed out. 

• * • 
The really good men are in a minority. 

* * • 
The uncertainty of their position in view of the 

I think, unsettled their minds all round. 

* * 
• * 

proposed system of ywathugyis has, 

Remarks by Oepllty Commissioner, Thayetmyo. 

* * * * * 
The district surveyor's time has heen principally occupied in the survey and demar­

cation of "ayadaw" lands in the Upper Burma portion of the district. 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner, Amherst. 

* * * * * 
No less than 16 thugyis retire on superannuation on the 1St April 1892. ~n at­

tempt will be made to gradually introduce the system of collecting revenue by ywathugyis 
into thest~ circles. Ywathugyis have been selected and appointed for every village or 
group of .... illages throughout the district during the year under report. It is extremely 
doubtful whether the system of collecting revenue through this agency will prove success­
rul in the Amherst district. There are insuperable obstacles in the way and the system will 
: ertainly ~ffect no ::aving on the present one. Many items of cost, such as increase to 
police for guarding ana escorting treasure having been hitherto omitted from the calculations. 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner. Tavoy. 

* * * * * 
The coHection of the revenue by the ywathugyis in Kadetgyi circle was a success; 

but not so ill the Karen circles as they had scarcjty and other difficulties to contend with. 
There are two thugyis who have not qualified within the prescribed period. and they have 
been made to resign, so these circles as well as another one (where I have removed the. 
:lcling thugyi) will be placed under ywathugyis, who for the future will collect the revenue. 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner, Toungoo. 

* * * * * 
Th(' thugyis for the most part are qualified and competent men. 

*- * * * * 
The district surveyor, Mauog Gyi, was appointed on 1St December .1890. He ·was 

;~nt out to Minb6n circle with the Township Office'r to divide that circle into '50 blocks 
lnder village headmen appointf!d in the place of the taikthugyi. 
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* * * * * 
There are 24 thugyis in this district and 56 

revenue in Minb6n (So) aDd Thagaya (6) circles. 
village headmen appointed to col' ct 

• * • * * 
Remarks by Deputy Commissioner. Salween. 

* * * * * 
I deputed the second judicial clerk) Mating San Lin, to visit every village in the !(a. 

daingti circle and test the capitation-rolls. The result was that Rs. 500 un<lssessed capi­
tation-tax was collected in this cirde alone, 

* * * * 
It was found impossible to abolish the taikthugyi sY!item in this 

the illiterate condition of the headmen} DOll e of whom call read, 

Ren1arks by Commissioner, Arakan Division. 

* 
district 

* * * * * 

owing to 

SandQ1tJay.-Mr. Houghton deserves great credit for his administration of his district 
and (or the pains he has taken to introduce this village system 011 a sound iootir,g , 

* * * * * 

SURVEY AND BOUND,' RY DE1o.IARCATIO N. 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner, R.lngoon Town. 

* * * * * 
It may be mentioned here that, owing to the absence of proper boundary-marks of 

suburhan holdiugs in p:trticular, it is absolutely impossihle to malOtain a proper super­
Vision and prevent unauthorizt":d cncr03chmt=nts on Governmcnt lauds. A demarcation 
survey and the fixing of permancnt boundary-marks of the various hOld ings already ali en­
ated is urgently called for and will alone remedy the evil complained of. 

TESTING SUPPLEMENTARY SURVEY \VORK AND P RESEIn'ATION OF SURVE\' M ARKS. 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner, HAnthawaddy. 
THE attention of all officers testing supplementary survey operations were given to 

the survey marks and their existence and condition noted. The recent orders of the 
Director of Land Records regarding the preservation oi these works by rais ing mounds of 
earth with a post in the centre over all survey marks existing have been fully cafrlcd out. 

Remarks by Deputy Commissinncr. Pegu. 
AN area of 19.000 acres was surveyed and demarcated into 25 acre blocks in the Ka m3se 

circle; out of this area about 16,000 have already been :dlotted and the balance will very 
likely be taken up in the course of a (ew days. The survey fees obtained lor land allot­
ted more than cover the cost of survey . 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner, Bassein. 
THE follo'wing circles, namely)­

Kwinbaukgyi, 
Kyagan, 
Lebyauk. 
Thamandc\\;a, 
Thingangyan, 
Th6ngwa, 

Zyebyu2cik, 
AlegyulI, 
Pyinkahaing, 
Myit:aya, 
Payahla, and 
Heingy 

in the M~'aungmya and Ngaputaw tl)wnshi p 
cadastrally surveyed during the year of report. 

have been demarcated and (partially) 

* * * * 
Of the circles partially surveyed an area of 230'94 square miles 

time brought under supplementary survey. 
--

RemArks by Deputy Commissioner. HenZilda. 

* 
were for the first 

OUT of 47 thugyis in the district of Hen2ada seven thugyis did their survey and demar. 
cation work without the assistance of their taiksayes. 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner, Tavoy. 

* * * * * 
Mr. Littlewood makes the' increase in cultivated land in four circles near the tOWI. of 

. 'TayoYr the ~rea of "'hich hae been worked out roughly, as over 10 per cent. on the 
.. ,thugyi s measurement. 
,,<, . . , 
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Remarlu by Oeput)' Commis5ion~. Mergui. 
THE Field·to·Field survey commenced operations in December. 

RECORDS. 
Remarks by Deputy Commiuioner, Basscin. 

THE records in thugyj's possession are kept in tin-lined almirahs pro"'ided for that 
purpose. 

* * * * * 
At the beginning of the year very few thugyis had set apart a room for office, and as 

they were uncertain as to their prospects in (;OH:lequence of the question of aboli!ihing 
thugyiships, the Superinte:ndent, Land Records, had the utmost difficulty in g~ttjng the 
thugyi s to provide an office room in their houses (or the propt:r and safe custody of lhei( 
records. But before the rain!> were over every thugyi was induced to sd apart an office 
room and racks, and extra almirahs were provided by the thugyis themselves for the proper 
arrangement and safo custody of records; they are now in good condition. 

LAND REVENUE ROLLS. 
Remarks by Commissioner Arakan Division. 

x.,attl·pyu.-With respect tl) the Deputy Commissioner's remarks regarding the num .. 
bering of tax tickets, his explanation of my ruling is not quite correc t. What I ruled was as 
follows : 't Every di.o;tinct plot of land is a holding. hut there is no objection (and in fact it 
is none- in Aky;li) and other distrids) to several hold ings being shown separately in olle 
tax receipt if they fall within the same kwin, the whole demand be ing tot."\ll cd up." 

(2) " For the purposes of the Administrati ',n report, it is usual in Akyab to treat 
all hOldings falling 011 the same of kwin as one h·)IJing." 

Remnrks by Deputy Commissioner. Kya'Jkpyu, 

* * * * * 
Thp. rolls werc checked in the revenue office .md were generally found accu rate. 

The tax t. ir:i.:r.ts numhered 1,00,780, This is tluc to tit.! practice which has prevailed in the 
district of Il sing tickets for each plot of land. The Commissione r has rtiled that, though 
each plot of land is a holding, the reven ue on snch plots should be added together and one 
ticket issued for all the plots belonging to one cul tIvator in one kwin . 

* * * * * 
Rcmnrks by Deputy Commiuioner, Pegu. 

IN all circles the land revenue-rolls were punctually submitted. 

* * * * * 
Remarks by Deputy Commissioner. Ba.ssein. 

* * * * * 
The land revenue-rolls in every instance this year were submitted punctually before 

15th February: these were all found to have been ex:\mined by the Tow nship and Sub­
di\'i~ional Ufficers. 

Hcmarks by Deputy Commissioner, Mergui. 

* * * * * 
The thugyis, with few exceptions, are uneducated men, and labour under great disad­

vantages, beillg fiurmans and the population mainly non-Burman. In four circles two 
entirely d :fferent dialects of Karen are spoken i in four others Siamese, Malay, and Chinese 
are the only languages known. 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner. Toungoo, 

* * * * * 
There was some difficulty in preparing the assessment-rolls for Minb6n circle, the 

mos t important onc ill th,. district. The circle at the commencement of the year waz; 
placed under the village headmen. 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner, Shwegyin. 

* * * * * 
The capitatiqn.tax assessment·rolls were carefully ch~eked by Township Officers and 

Subdi,'isional Officers everywhere, and large sums added to the assei5ment by the .upple­
mentary rolls prepared in consequence, 
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TRANSFERS OF LANDS AND PARTITIONS. 

Remarks by Deputy Commiuior.er, Hanthawaddy. 

* * * * * 
The sales increased by 4,571 acres, or 16 per cent., and the land held under mortgage 

by 3,g81 acres, or nearly 18 per cent. The iocrease in the quantity of land held by 
tenants ~hown in the following paragraph, and the increased business done in the offict~S 
of the Registrars of Deeds throughout the past year prove that cultivators 3re parling 
with their land with increasing rapi~ity to persons who assume the position of landlords. 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner. Prome. 
1890-91. 1891'"92. 
Acres. Acr~~. 

Area sold 4.655 6.638 
Mortgaged 3.008 6.5 t5 
Redeemed 3.400 1,083 
Otherwise transferred t.981 2.554-

The number of tenants in the district il 2,629, or whom 337 have beeD in occupation 
over 5 years. The r~tes they pay average Rs. 7'87, being about leven times the avcrage 
Government revenue. 

Remarks by Deputy Commilsioner. Bassein. 

* * * * * 
In the previous year the number of acres mortgaged reached 2,684 only, and rven thi~ 

was then reported as abnormally high. This yea r there is again an increase of mOtl~ tha n 
one-third, while redemption has remained stationary. Unless this is the result of bettl'r re­
porting and check. the matter is one {or thought. 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner. Amherst. 

* * * * * 
Cases of sales of land have been very numerous, and in 90 per ccut. of the cases the 

land is sold at the instance of the Native of India and passes from the possession of tht! 
native of Burma. The statistics furnished are not reliable, but everywhere it is .::\ear, and 
especialJy within 10 miles of the environs of Moulmein, that the proccsss of expropriation 
of the cultivating population is going on and the cultivators are alienating their land to 
money-lenders. 

TENANT OCCUPANCY. 

Pemarks by Deputy Commissioner. Hanth.Awaddy. 
THERE were 4.241 tenants , and the area held by them is 94,014 acres aga in st 8J ,959 

acres last year, or an increase of 15 per ceut. nearly. The incidence per acre of the lotal 
payment is Rs. 1"68 against Rs. 5'83 in the previou!l yr.ar. 

The increase in the average rent paid by tenants (rom Rs. 5'83 to R s. 7"68 per acre is 
strikingly indicative of the progress made in the alienation of land from the cultivators 
who are now competing in lRcreased numbers for the privilege of occupyifl ~ the land as 
tenanh. The tenancy is from year to year. Leases are unknown. and it is un-.:ornmon to 
find a tenant occupying the same land for many years in succession. 

Arable land, suitable for letting to tenants has become a good investment for cap­
italists, and the value of land has in consequence increased ;!.nd is likely to go on increasing 
as Ions as this process continues, and the occupation of landlord is safe and lucrative; 
but it IS, in my opinif)n, against the interests of the country and the people that the agri­
cultural class shQuld be r:leprived of the ownership of the land, and legislation seems called 
for to restrain the present facilities of transfer. It was not the intention or in the con­
templation of Government. when fix.ing the assessment at such a figure as would permit 
the:: agricultural peasant to live and thrive upon his land, that another class named land­
lords or miGdlemen should step in between Government and the cultivating landholder, 
and reap the whole advantage of tbese low rates of assessment. 

Remllt'ks by Deputy Commiuioner. Pegu. 

THE num?er of tenants increased from 6,535 to 6,598. The area occupied by tenants 
increased from 220,531 to 246,185' The increase is mostly in Kawa and Kyauktan town­
ship!l. In this district a good many of tbe landlords are Rangoon money-lenders. 

Suits for rent increased from 24 to 32 in the year under report. 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner, Tharrawaddy. 

. DURING the year o~ report 42,163 acres were sub-let to 4,870 tenants as againlit 34,880 
aCres to 4,122 tena.ntllD 1890-91. 

4 
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* * * . * * 
The incidence per acre of rent plus revenue was Rs. 8'18 as against 5'73 in 1~90·9.1. 

Remarks by Deputy Commluionefo. BUHin. 

THE number of tenants who have rented land amounted to 5,066. The Dumber of 
tenants increased by 1,080 when compared with I&lt year. The increase ' has beeD 
steady, but this is the largest known. All these statistics a.ppear to point in the same 
direction and show that the Agriculturists' Relief Bill lately under consideration is much 
needed. 

Possibly this year the increase, &0 far as tenants are t;;ODcerned, may be due to a. 
greater influx from Upper Burma of persons driven down by scarcity. 

Remark. by COllUnuaioner Irrawaddy Ojyi'tKm. 

Bassein.-There were more tenants available in the'shape of immigrarJ.ts from Upper 
Burma. ~ 

Remarks by Deputy Commi5SJoner. Amh~, 

* * * * * 
When land· is attached and sold by order of the Judge of Moulmein DO intimation is 

given to the Deputy Commissioner of the Amherst district. 

GRAZING-GROUNDS. 

Remarks by Comnlissioner, Arakan Division. 

A A-yab.-Fifty.five grazing-grounds were allo~ted with an area of 7,848 acres, making 
a total of 285 grazing-groundswilh an area of 53,152 acres for the whole of the district. 
The 55 grazing-grounds have been demarcated by posts of various kinds, but l think a 
better plan would be to raise small mounds of earth and bury in them a small pipe. 

* * * * * 
I doubt very much the nsc of reserving those large grazing-grounds. I think cattle 

are belter cared (or and better cattle are reared by restricting the area of graziDg..ogrounds 
to small areas near the villages, or by not permitting cultivators extending over a whole 
kwin, reserving the portion along the creeks, &c., for gl1u:ing aDd cattle paths. 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner, Sandoway. 

DURING the year. two pieces of land, measuring 363 acres 12 annas and 72 acre. 3 acna. 
were reserved as grazing-grounds io the central and southern townships. Botb pieces \'\-"ere 
iIl·adapted for cultivation. Besides these new grazing-grounds there are three other ones, 
which were allotted in the neighbourhood of Saodoway with an area of 21 acres 6 a~Das. 
The boundary-posts of these grazing-grounds are in good order. 

• • * • * 
Remarks by Deputy Commissioner. Tharrawaddy. 

. DURING the year 1891"92 tJu'rty-five grazing-grounds were reserved, having &II acreage 
of .,870 acres. The total area. now userved is 42,:116 acres, divided into 353 grazing. 
grounds. The reservation effected during the year completes the area requir_ed for the 
present. 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner, Th6ngwa. 

TWENTV-ONE grazing-grounds were reserved duriog the year with an' area of 4,600',56 
acres, bringing up the total area reserved to 23,311 acres, All except two of theat were 
reserved in consequence of Settlement Officer'. recommendation.. The procesl of reser· 
vation will continue for a year or two more, U all the above 21 were in the north of the 
district, and tlle other portions which come under aettiemeDt in the CurTODt yeu have-still 
to be attended to. 

R~."by Deputy Commissioner. BUPin. 
I N the settled circles ot u.e diatrict there are 650 rP'UiDg-piots, compriiing ':"_totar 

arca of • 22,17$ acres, allotted UDder the B,.r",a LIned 4ff1i1 R'V'N,.,.Aet. All of these bal'e . . 
been demarcated, aod the pipe. are well mounded to prevent damage. 

Rernadc.. by Di!Puty Commiuiooer, HeD~ 
DURI"G the year IlDde~. report 35 plots of land:contalniDg "19J·8S .. ~.iD~..,ere 

. allotted and the fina.l orders -lSaued. . , , 



IXTRACTS PItON IlI:PoR't8. 

Remms by Deputy CemmiHkmcr. Shwegyin. 

* * • * * 
DURING the leaT seven grazing-grounds were allot~ with an 4.creage of ,,188'81' 
At the end 0 the year there were 31 with aD acreage of 16,841·9~. 

* * * * * 

" • 

The ,peqplc.entitled to use the grazing.g~oundsJ old and new, are in ail cales prepared 
to subscrIbe the costs of permanent demarcation. 

ReVENUB DEMAND. 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner. Akyab. 

* * * * * 
There has been an increase of 17,01:'- acres in the area assessed, due to the expiry in 

the year of report of exemption periods on potta grants issued in previous years. and to the 
more correct registration by the holding surveyors employed by the Land Rccords Depart­
ment in nine circles, which were oUbide the settled tracts during the year. 

The increa.~e in the demand is accounted for by the fact that the area under assessment 
has iDcreased. Another reason is the enhancement of rates on certain grants (made under 
the Waste Land Grant Rule!:!) in accordance with the terms of the leases. 

* * * * * 
The land revenue actuallr credited in the treallury in the year of report was Rs. 1 t,,8,591' 
The several items of which this sum is made up are at follows :-

(a) On account of outstandinp of 1890""9' .. , 

lb) Advance collections of 1892-93 .•• 
c) Collections on account of the year of report 

R. 

Total 11 ,18,591 

The collection. of land revenue in the year of report On account of the 
demand ofthe yur were ••. ... ... ... 10,19.859 

Advance collections in 1890-91 1,816 

Net demand of 189'-92 10,21,675 

Remarks by Deputy Commi"ioner. Sandoway. 
THE whole amount of revenue demand was collected befor~ the 31st March 1892 
Besides the above sums the ()utstanding balance of revenue, Rs. 142, for 1890-91 and 

the sum of Rs. 310 for J889-9O were collected during the year. 

* * * * * --
Remarks by Deputy Com.mi.s~i()ner. Rangoon Town. 

THE total area of land assessed daring 18.91-9:1 was 3.g66 acres, against 4,015 acres 
in the last preceding year, thus showing a decrease of 49 acres. This was brought about 
by a decrease of 13 acres under paddy cultivation, resumed by Governmp.nt for reclamation 
and Railway proposes, and an increase of 24 acres under If orchard and garden produce." 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner. Hanthawaddy. 
THE total area assessed was S28,139 aCres. The ~ross demand on account of land 

revenue for the year amounted to R •• J 1,136,228, as agamst Rs. 10,91,134 in the previous 
year. Added to 'the arrear balance of Rs. 65.16, from the preceding year, the whole 
amount for collection. come up to Ra. 11,91,995, of which RB. 10,631 were remitted, 
leaving a net sum of Rs. 11,81,364 for realization. Rupees 11,48,359 were collected during 
the year, leaving a balance of RS. 2,282 to stand over. 

• * * * * 
The whole demand up to the 3ut March was practically colle<:ted, with the exception 

of .mall 8UQl! in respect of which proceedings were going on in the Courts. and revenue due 
aD a waste land grant, the owner of which could not be found, and bad eventually to be adver. 
tised for with a viewto proceedings for thE' reaumption of the grant. The outstanding shown 
against Hmawbi".circ1e at the close of the yeat, and more than half that against Tunt~ were 
actually in tbe handa of the thugyis, and .paid in on the following day, bringing the un· 
collected atears below RI. 1,000. Every e:ffort was made by officers throughout the district 
to the call for the early collection of revenue. ---

RemarQ by Commissioner, Pegu Division • 
. !fa"t"a~JJJ'.~Tbe co!lection. show a marked .impt~)Vement as compared with. the 

,~ou, yeaI'. . ,!ad 'T~blp 'O~licers, howeyet, shoWn a li!lle ~ore energy and exercIsed 
~ ·~!o..er S~ervJa~, tb~ OD~dJngs would have been Dommal, d anr. 



IJCT~CTS PROM dPORTS. 

Remarke by Deputy Commissioner, Pegu. 
AREA assessed, 8091076 acres, including 580 acres of taungyas; Dumber of fruit-tree. 

assessed, ',011. The ~ross demand amounts to RI. 14,88,180, the whole of which amOunt, 
as wel1.u the outstanding balance of Jut year, Rs. 27,976, was collected before the 31J1; 
March )893, leaving no balance outstanding at the end of the year 1891-92. 

* * * * * The grOBIII demand is Rs. 27,681 greater than last year; the increase is owing to exten-
sion of cultivation and expiration of the p~riod of exemption for potta, in part, but chiefty to 
the raising of rates of assessment in three circles of the Payagale township. 

* * * * * 
Remarks by Conuniuioner, Pep Ol~tsion. 

THE Pegu district is the only district in this division that completed jts land revenue 
collections within the year. ConSidering that re\'enueamounted to nearly I$:lakhs, the result 
i" very creditable to the Deputy Commissioner and all his officers. 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner, Amherst. 

* * * * * 
The initial demand for 189I~92 was Rs. 7,51,7ao as against Rs. 7.14,185 in the year 

previous; deducting Rs. 5,537 for 1891-9~ and Rs. 624 for 1890-91, :-espectively. being 
amounts remitted, we have a net demand of Rs. 7,46,183 for the year under report as against 
Rs. 7,13,561 in the previous year, or an increase of Rs. 3~,622. The increase would be 
larger still, but the demand (or kaing cultivation is excluded this year, whereas it was in· 
cluded in the demand of the year previous. 

* * * * * 
The balance remaining on the 31st March 189~ was Rs. 2,420 only as against Rs. 

1,15,351 on the 31St March -1891, showing a decrease in the outstandings·of no less than 
Rs. 1,12,931. This sum of Rs. 2,420 is, however, only an apparent balance. For, of this 
amount, Rs. 2,~42 represcnts an outstanding from 1888-8g, ordered to be reco\'cred from 
two Myo6ks; for thc recovery of which, however, this district is not responsible. This leaves 
a balance of Rs. 118, which was remitted a few days after the close of thc financial year. 
Practically, therefore, the entire land revenue was collected and paid into the treasury be­
fore the 31st March 1892, a result, 1 believe, never before attained in this district. 

* * * * * The increase in the fallow area was in four townships-Yelamaing, Gyaing-Attaran, · 
Haungtharaw, and Salween-Hlaingbwe. In YeIamaing the land was fallow owing to the loss 
of cattle, the mortality being very great. In the other three townships the increase is rlue 
to the len$'thy period during which the ground was submerged, owing to abnormally high 
floods, which prevented all agricultural operations. In Gyaing-Attaran also there was some 
mortality among the cattle, sufficient to check the culture of land; moreover, the people of 
this township were much harassed by small-pox during the year. 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner. Toungoo. 

* * * * * The revenue was collected and paid into the treasury before the end of March 189~. 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner. Shwegyin. 

* * * * * 
The punctual coIleCtion this year is attributable-

(i) to the fact that there were no stirveys to delay the issue of land revenue 
assessment-rolls, which led to the heavy balance last year; 

(ii) to the (act that the Financial Commissioner and the Commissioner insisted OD 

punctual conections. Knowing bow easy it was for- the people to pay, '1 
had no scruple!lin meeting their w:shes and encountered no obstacles more < 

formidable than the natural indolellce of the thugyis which was happily 
overcome. 

* * * * * The land revenue on U bing II land was demanded and almost all eollected beforr: 
31st March 1892. 

RIMISSJONS AND SUSPENSIONS OF LAND REVENUE. 
Remarks by Deputy Commlssioner;Hanthawaddy. 

(a) Our of the dema.qd for the yoar, remissions amounting to .Rs. 9,731 were granted 
on account of drought. 



~cTS noM RtPORTS. 

(&) .Out of the balance of Rs. 65,167 outstanding from the previous year, RI. 28,86g ' 
~re remilted on account of. flOods, erroneous asse.5sments, and amounts irrecoverable, 
JaDt:tiOD for which was not obtained in time for entry in the accounts of that year. Three 
out of the four townships suffered from drought owing to the suddon cessation of the rains 
-at too early a period of the year. -

One. thousand one hundred and .twelve applications were put in for remission, but the 
anticipated damage was much reduced by the fortunate occurrence of rain during Novem .. 
ber, which restored the greater part of the crops not already past recovery, and the number 
of cases eventually recommended for remission amounted to only 2J1. The Township 
Officers concerned and the Subdivisional Officer of lnscin inspected the damaged crops 
most carefally, field by field, and I can vouch for the fact that no undue liberality was 
shown to the cultivators prejudicial to tho interests of Governmeut. Any remarks to 
the contrary by tbe Director of Land Records arose, I ullderata~d. from hi::! not knowing 
clearly which were the hoJding~ recommended for remission as distinguished from those 
jn respect of which the applications were dismissed. 

More care was taken in the preparation of the remission cases and punctuality in their 
submission than last year. 

Rem9rks by Commissioner, Irrawaddy Division. 
• Tkayet",yo.-Ap,plications for remission were well dealt ...... ith hy Mr. Blake, Sub~ 

divisional Officer of l'hayetmyo, while they were badly handled by Mr. Bonus of Myede and 
his Myoak Maung Ne Dun. Mr. Bonus took no interest in his work, and his ou1y anxiety 
was to return to Bombay. All the official pressure possible was applied to these indolent 
officers, but they failed to respond to it. 

COLLECTIONS AND BALANCES UNCOLLECTED AT THE ENO OF THE YEAR. 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner, Akyab. 
THE land revenue assessment-rolls were all brought into the Dt:puty Commissioner's 

office in time to admit of the tax-tickets being issued on much earlier dates than in pre­
vioul years, and, acting on the stringent orders issued to them for the spt:edy collection 
of the rev~nue, the thugyis without exception worked hard and the total demand was 
paid into the treasury by the 31st of March. 

* * * * * 
During the year of report the system of COllecting revenue by ywathugyis was intro-

duced in the Thiml>andan circle of Urittaung township, Satyogya circle, of Akyab to",n­
ship, and in part of the Kyawshin circle, Pauktaw township. 

In the Thimb6ndan circle the following four ywathugyis collected the whole of the 
land revenue, Rs. 11,0.28-4-4, before the end of 1891-9=, namely,-

(tt) Nga Me Aung 
(6) Tun Hla Aung 
(el Tha B6n 
(d) Maung Tun .•. 

Total 

Land Revenue. 
Rs. A.. 1'. 

1,631 13 3 
2,10 1 10 5 
3,042 .. :I 

3,652 8 6 

11.028 4 4 

Besides thi!) ywathugyi Nga Me Aung collected capitation-tax, Rs. 492-8-0. In the 
pravious year the thugyi could not complete the collection of land revenue till the 31st 
March, but in the yeal" of report the collections by four ywathugyis were completed by the 
Isth of March. • 

In the Satyogya circle six ywathagyis collected the whole of the land revenue, 
amounting to Rs. J5,406-J'9, and ,there were no outstandings at the close of the year. 
In the year previous the outstanding. of this circle were Rs. 1,624_ 

The collet:tions made were by the following ywathugyis;-

R •. ,. ,. 
(OIl Pa.taw Re 2, 121 9 0 

(5) Nga P)'u Than .. 1,610 9 8 
(c) Chin. Aung ... '" 2,159 12 8 
(d) Maung U ... 3,a8S 3 0 

(e) Tun U 2,524 3 9 
(/) Till Me 3.698 II 8 

Total ... 1,S,406. 9 

s 
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f; Two ywathugyis wete made to .coUect-rev'nue in a portion of the 'Kyawshi~ circlcf and 
- thecoUections mage by them were as follows:- ' 

(a) La Paw 
(6) Chin Re 

Land Revenue. Capitation-tax. Total. 
Rs. A. P. Rs. A. P. Rs. A. P. 

••• 1,315 13 0 + 51~ 8 0 = 't,888 5 0 
.. . 2,099 0 1 '" = '.099 0 1 

Total ... 3.414 13 1 +57280 

Rem:uks by Deputy Commissioner. Kyaukpyu. 
TUE whole demand was paid in by the 31st Mar.:h OIS against Rs. 59,392, land reve"nue 

)utstanding in the previous year. The more ~xpeditious collection of I ... nd revenue may 
oe ascribed to- .. 

(i) punctuality being insisted on in the submission of the rolls. As pointed out 
above they we.re all in by the 8th February 189:3, and lax tickets issued 
by the 13th of the month; 

(ii) the thugyit being required to pa.y in half their revenue by the end of ~eb­
ruary. 

* * * * * 
Remarks by Deputy Commissioner, Hantha ..... addy. 

THE co1lections of land revenue during the year were Rs. 11,48,359 of the net demand 
including balances, leaving a balance of Rs. 2,28l for collection in the following year. J)e~ 
ducting fn'sh assessments made afLe.t' the 31st March, amounting to Rs. 6°4, the aggregate 
Df corrections of errors in measurements, only Ks. 1,671)'7-0 of the tota.l ~mount for coll~c­
tion were outstanding, alld of this Rs. 706 were in the hands of Township Offic(',rs and was 
paid into the treasury next day. It was all fairly and honestly collected. thugyis having 
been warned by my circular order, dated the 18th December 1891, against fictitio1ls returns 
by payments of money before it was actually co!lected. 

It was practi(:ally found impnssiblc to realize the whole amount within the year in 
all cases in which I)rol:cedings have to bt: taken. ln the first place the thugyi has to 
make a demand. I that is Dot paid, he must serve a notice and wait for 10 days before 
iusti tuti ng proct':edi ngs in the Court of the Myo(ik. Th~n another ootlte has to be issued · 
by the r.,'lyoOk calling on t he' defaulter to appear by a certain day, after this the My08k 
must proceed to the \'ilIage in which the defaulters' land is situated, make enquiries as 
to whether he posscs~es the right of a landholder, then notify for 10 days before the land 
(.'an be sold and the arrears realized. 

The thugyis and the Township Officers are at this period as bu~y as can be, collecting 
mOlley and assisting, and have not much time to attend to these proceedings. The duties 
imposed on Township Officers in connection with the collection of the r~venue laid down 
in Circular No. lof 1888 have been strictly enforced both in the collection of lan<:f 
revenue and capitation' talC. 

Remnrks by Deputy Commissioner, Pcgu. 
No outstandings on 31st Marcil 1892. 
C01J :>. irit".ring that the demand showed an increase of Rs. 27,681, the rapid 'collections 

of such heavy rC'v":llue show!t good work on the part of all Revenue Officers. 
The good pric..:s obtained for paddy this year in a great measure was the cause of 

revenue being colle-:ted so quickly as sales were made early, and the cultivators were 
thus in a position to pay the revenue demand when asked for. Towllshil,> Officers no 
doubt exerted tlwmsclvcs more than usual to get in the revenue, owing to stringent orders 
iss qed Oil the subject in accordance with the Financial Commissioller's instructions. . 

* * ... * ~ 

Remark! by Deputy Commilisioner, Tharrnwaddy. 
* if ~ ... ... 

Collectious are ~o.s, throughout the distric.t, except in the Kubyu and LMaw circles 
w_here some difficulty was experienced ,in realizing-the demand. In the rest of the district 
the revenue hardly touches the cultivator, who was getting this yeat', Rs. 120 per 100 
baskets and had to pay a revenue at the outside of Rs. B per 100 baskets. . 

• 
Remarks by Deputy Commissioner. Bauein, 

THIS very satiRf(tctory result was no doubt due partly to the en«gy shown by Captain 
fritchard and his subordinate!i and partly (and I think .principally) to the abDormally bigb 



.. 

:price. of paddy this aeason. Such a8 i"t was "aome tbugyis (though- not to the orne e~~,~ .. 
-as usual) had to borrow to pay in time, trusting to recovery from cultivators afterwards\ . ' 

Remarks by Commissioner. Irrawaddy Division. 

B4Ssein.- The Deputy Commissioller may be thin king of mayin revenue, whlch ~hOufd 
not have been demanded till after the close of the year, otherwise thugyis can only have 
had to borrow in isolated cases in order to avoid the consequences I'lf their own indolence 
or as a matter of speculation. I know, however, that the thugyi of the remote circle of 
Gwaletya (since transferred to Sandoway) paid in some of his revenue in "advance be­
cause he could not possibly return to Bassein before the 31St of March. 

Thayelmyo.-There was no reason why. the balance of Rs. SIS ouhtandjng on the 
3ISt March 1892 should nut have been either collected or r~ mitted. For it Mr. Bonus is to" 
blame. Mr. Bonus was quite surpriged when I inspected the working or his office an'd', 
gave expression to displeasure at the mistakes discovered. He said that " in Bombay Com~" 
mi.6sioners never inspected.1I 

~ * * * * 
Mr. Bonus was tbe only Subdivisional Offk:er in the Irrawaddy division who neglect4 

ed his work iD thilO particular. 

Remarks by Deputy CommiHioner, Tavoy. 

* * * * * 
This year I took the precaution to have all the thugyis' assessment-rolls ready bv the 

15th january, and I sent the Townsbip Officers round with the thugyis to sec that' they 
colleded the revenue properly and expeditiou~ly, and the cOllsequt".oce WtlS I got the whole 
of the land reVI';DUe in by the 29th February, that being only 14 days aftl~r it was actually 
due. 

* * * * * All the capitation· tax lor J891492 was collectcd by the 31St December. 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner, MI"rg"ui. 

THE thugyis were a little late in the preparation of their a1\sessment~rolls in most 
cases, yet the whole revenue was in beforc the 25th March. This extraordinary result i~ 
due to the pressu re brough" to bear on the To wnship Officers, though it was not effected 
without a considerable strain on everybody. 

* * * * * 
The only circle in which collections by ywathugyis ha., been sanctioned was Kabin in 

the Myoma township. Here, owing to the removal of the thugyi ju!'>t as the assessment 
was due and no taiksayc h::t.ving been appointed, a litti (': difficu lty was experienced. How­
ever, the Kalwin thugyj, whose coll~ctions were compl<·.tcd earty, was called down to 
assist, and the work was completed in time. llnless the Government is prepared to pass 
early orders as to the employment of taiksaycs, it will be difficult (or District Officers to 
get in their returns and revenue in time: ywathugyis, howt;v!';r willing, are as yet ignorant' 
of the work, and in many parts of the di strict arc unacquainted with Burmese. There is 
not so much difliculty about payment as the villagers have alway!> their money ready; 
tht: difficulty will be to get the roll!l prepared and the tickets issued in time. 

Remarks by Deputy Commissi<.lner, Shwegyin. 

* * * * * 
Speaking geuf' rally, it may be said the collections were easy. Th(' only difficulty was 

!With some o~ the land measured by the holding surveyors last ye~r. Some of the p~ople 
declared ·thelr lands were over-measured and over4assessed. ThiS was not always found 
to be the case when further cllquiries wcre made. 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner, Salween. 

* * * * * 
There was no balance outstar.d~ng at the end of the year' 891-92. 
The land revenue collection is generally made without difficulty. 

Remarks by Deputy Commissioner, Pegu. 

REPORTS have been received ~rom almost all the thllgyis of this 'district, and an opin. 
ton thereon has been submitted by Subdivisional Officers. 1 find that the thugyi9 are 
uDaniJpOl~s in stating that no portion of the revenue (capitation and land tax) for the year 
1891-92 was collected by ywathugyis. . '. 

, The ywathugyis have. however, ~eD utilized to distribute the notices of demud 
~. the coltivaton within tbe~r juriadic~ionJ and tbey have been used to faciHtate the early 


