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~ But cdntinued Sir H. Fowler, “The bower of the Secretary - of
State except in finaice, was supreme and final, that where
he and his Council differed, his voice prevailed over the -
whole Council, that where he and #le Indian .Govcrmﬁgnt
differed, the voice of the Secretary of State prevailed owey the
Qovernment of India, and over the Viceroy. As it was,
becfuse of the enormous power and responsibility of the office,
which was the virtual appointmerft of 2 majority of that
House that he had always been very anxious to keep the
Government of India as far as possible out of the arena of
party politics.” .

India is called the brightest jewel in the, British Crown
and its importance in the deliberations of the body politic is
beyond question. In his recent spegch at Arbroath Mr.
Morley said :—“I1 doubt whether of all the questions that are
discussed, perhaps some years to come, any q¥estion can b&
more important than the question of India” and he exhorted
his own constituency who were his audience, as also all other
British cons%uencxec to listen to a speech about India,
“because” %(e said 4€ the Gowernment were to make a certain
kind ofibad blunder #ndia...there would be short work for
a ilong "time to gome€ with many of those schemes—financialg
schemes, which you have set your hgart upon.” So the intersts
of the two countries Britain and India are intimately bound up -
in a bond of union requiring uniform treatment in the arena of
party politics which is the essential feature of the British
‘Constitution represented by the Parliament.

! The relation of the Secretary of State to the House '
of Commons is that of master and servant; as he is
‘appointed. by the House, he is responsible to ‘them for _
_the exercise of his immense power in the administration
of Ifidia; and it is the duty of the House of Gomlncnﬂh

'v‘chrcis'esuﬁcientcontmlovcrhm It is, there
wmmmwmfc the discussion of Indian
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¢ Fouwler admitted‘m fully in force then. But
s ‘privilege of the House to ask questiogs is now at
~as would appear from the following dialogue which recent]
~ thok place in the Hpuse of Commons:—In a perfectly

. Bpeaker : “ Whether the Government of India was responsibbﬂ

legijimate and logical questlon, Mr. O'Grady asked

to the House for its action in the administration of the law
and, if so, whether a Member of the House had not the right el
to demand, that, definite informationshould be supplied to 5
him publicly or privately as to the ground for the arrest and

deportation of any of His Majesty’s subjects ?* The bpeaker
replied : “ It is open to any Honourable Member to put any,
question that eomes within the rules of order, and it is equally
open to the Minister to decline to give a reply.” Surely
in declining to answer a legitimate question, the House i is. o
dxshonourcd Is there no law to check it ? &

The attempts ®hich are now made to free the Secretary

_of State from Parliamentary control and make his power

~ and their children and their posterity born within the hmitl
‘thereof,  shall be deemed free denizens and natural subjects
as if living and born in England.” The terms of the Fir

‘in India, which together with Bombay were desi

absolute, are a retrograde movement, incompatible with law,

“. traditions and opinions of eminent statesmen. In the Grant

to the First East India Company of the Island 'of Bombay,
_dp,ted the 27th March 1669, it was declared —* All peraons i
being His Majesty’s subjects inhabiting within the said Island

_*Grant were extended in it to all British territorial acqmsitxom

British India, and Pecame an integral part of the Bxlt

Empiremd amenable to its laws and constitution, represent
- ed by the British Parliament. The administration of Indi
m since been conducted on. constztutmm! buish T
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.himself admitted, were vested with the gights to legislate for

India and control her affairs. They are the highest authority

’
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to which Indians can- appeal in executive matters as Privy

- Council is the highest Court of appeal in judicial matters.
On several occasions when Native trpops rendered valuable
service in the battles of the British Empire abroad,ethe
Indians were publicly and officially recognized as sons of
the Empire, and for their steadfast loyalty they received
~ official recognition as entitled to the rights and privileges
of British citizenship. In a letter to Lord Derby, asking
him to draft the famous Proclamation of 1858, Queen
"Victoria said: “And point out the pri¥ileges which Indians
ewill receive in being placed on an equality with the subjects
of the British Crown and prosperity followihg in the train
of civilization.” The following clause of the Queen’s Pro-
clamation of 1858 was probably the owtcome of the requisi-
tion :—“We hold ourselves bound to the Nagives of Our:
Indian Territories by the same obligations of duty which
bind us to our other subjects ; and these obligations by the
blessing of Almighty God we shall faithfully and conscien-
tiously fulfil. And it is Our further will that so far as may
be, Our subjects of whatever Yace or creed, be freely and
impartially admitted to offices in Our Service, the duties of
which they may be qualified by their education, ability and
integrity duly to discharge.” Are "the rights of the people
of India, based as they are on Royal Edicts and supported
by law and constitution to be obliterated as water-mark on
the destiny of the nation by a mere stroke of the pen, and
they are to be subjected to what is called “benevolent
despotism ” or iron hand in a velvet glove? Preposterous !
Constitutionalism has become the iife breath of the people
of India which it would not be possible for them to give up.
They are fully convinced that the control of Parliament
over the administration of India is highly beneficial to the®
country, and would by all constitutional means protest
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against its removal, sheuld it ever occur. In the lrghf o ﬁ
Gladstone’s opinion, the duties of Parliament in' relation’

the Government of India are clear.* On a memora%le‘

'occasxon Mr. Gladstone who was the Prime Minister of

England said, “It is our business to give to those represent- 3
ing Her Majesty’s Government in India ample information

as to what we believe to be sound principles of government.
It is also the duty and function of this House to comm@&nt

upon any case in which we think the authoritigs in India have

failed to give due effect to those principles, but in the
discharge of their hlgh administrative functions, or as to the
choice of means, there i€ no doubt that, that should be left

in their hands.” This is a counsel of perfection which the

Secretary of State and the Parliament should follow for the
good government of India in amity and harmony. In conse-

quence of the present intellgctual upheaval in the country as

the result of #he spread of English education and Western
civilization among tbe people, it would be expedient for
Parliament to exercise a more rigid control over the affairs
of India, in the deliberations of which it may be assisted
by some Indian representatives yossessmg educational quali-
fication, good moral character and stake in the country, who

@ acquiring Parliamentary training will not only ‘benefit

theflselves in the field of politics, but will be a tower of
strength both to the Government and the people. The
Hon’ble Mr. Gokhale, while on deputation in England as a

Delegate of the Indian National Congress, suggested that
“the House of Commons sheuld include six Members from |

India.” Thatisa prr.)/per and legitimate course towards which
an earnest attempt should,be made. It is a pity that at the
last Indian National Congress, its Resolution of prevaoﬁs
. years for the admission of certain Indian repmentatives mto

the House of Commons was dropped : A
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and to quell violence among race and creed and sternly to
insist on the impartial application. of the rules of justice
independent of European and Indian. This is all vegy fair
Jagainst which no objection can be taken. The unrest in
Infia is partially due to the excesses of the Indian Extremists
who wish for the removal of the British rlle from India and
for the establishment of Self-Government or sawray in India
on national lines independent of British control and suzerainty,
and partly to the determination of the* British Extremists to
rule India despotically by the power of the sword in subyer-
sion of the Parliamentary control. Thus th& two Extremist
parties are the real enemies of the Government and not
the educated Indians holding gnodérate views, who wish for
the continuance of the British rule in India og the principlgs
of justice and fairplay, an ideal which is in accord with that
of Mr. Morley stated above. The pran’cing Proconsul Lord
Curzon expressed a similar opinion. His Lordship said :—
“Unless we can persuade the millions of India, that we give to
them absolute justice as bétween man and man, equality

before the law, freedom from tyranny and injustice and op-

pression, your Empire will not touch their hearts ande:Tl
fade away. During the time { have been in India, I have
taken a strong stand-for the fair treatment of our Indian

fel!low-subjects who are equal with us in the eyes of God and
the law.” These were words of wisdom, which would bring

about a legal status of equality between Europeans and
Indians and bind them in a bogd of fellowship as subjects
of a common Sovereign. Mr. Morley also admitted that
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g Indxa Mr. Morley said :—“In the interest of India, to uy
_ nofhing of our national honor, in the name of duty and
- common sense our first and commanding task is to keep order

as Secretary of State for India he is responsitle té the House L

“of Commons. “ The Goverament of India” he n.xd"so long
‘as’T am concerned with it and responsible for it to Parliantent.”
..xthmwuduty of Wmmm m- ‘
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I&g!slatwe Council of the Governor-General of In

wxllbe a sorl of Indian Parliamentary Committee.
! Sacretmy of States representing the Crown in th
Council, shall like a Judge charging a jury, sum up tk
~ ceedings of the Government of India in any particula
which may come up before the Council for their c
_accept the verdict of the majority of the
eﬂ'eettoit. lntheeventofthe number of




to grant the boon of sdf-govemm;itx»
ﬁmy‘eimest hope that in these ¢ol'







: that for whlch our own edﬁéatlonhag
P”D ﬁ(onson said, “But i, thc Bri













s :m a%ong responsible to Pa:hament for |
of ﬁ!dia' but if the Paﬂ:amentag contm!

s mother who was gmclﬁhed Empress
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