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~ If therefore the Company had' the comrqand offt
the whole country left to them,—if they had the '
whole military force in their hands—and if the
China trade was secure to them, which, in,a"
commercial point of view, was the most import- T'
ant privilege of the Company, he saw no danger
whatever from conceding to the Outports what
was proposed by His Majesty’s Ministers ; be-'
cause, with all these means within their grasp,
there was no doubt whatever of their protecnng. ke
all their most valuable acquisitions. For hisown
part, he was very much at a loss to discover from
whence the danger was to arise to the East-India
establishments from“opening the trade of their
ports, with all these advantages in the Company’s
hands; especially when they had every thing‘_
they could wish for, with one exception, which
was, in fact,.the most inconsiderable of all the
objects at stake. The argument of thosc gentles
men was, that by suffering the trade to be carried
on from the Outports to India, such would be the
disposition of the persons trading, that they
would in time overturn the Company’s establish-
ments. Now, that was utterly impossible, when
the nature of the boon intended to be granted s
to the Outports was considered. He could cpn-
ceive some force in the argument, if, instead of -
having a trade ’gomg from England to India, it *
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- was m@ended to give a trade to the Outports from

India to England. But as that was not the case,

. mo danger of that kind could be apprehended :

he. could not imagine any, from giving to eight,

_ten, or fifteen ports, the benefit of an im-

portation trade from India. - The only hazard
that could arise would be from their becoming

‘incorporated with the establishments of India;

but even then, judging from the administration

" «of affairs in India, no apprehensions of that kind

could be entertained. But still, as to the effect of
giving the Outports this permission, he doubted
whether that effect could be extensive: for, in
many points of view, it was merely a permission 3
and in many cases it could not be enjoyed, even
by those to whom it was extended : for, in truth,
it would not be attended with so many real ad-
vantages as the sanguine imaginations of some
men ‘ascribed to it; and he apprehended that
many of those who seemed so anxious to be pos-
sessed of the privilege, would find afterwards
that their golden prospects were imaginary. If,

“therefore, the Company were only called upon

to concede and grant to them, a participation in

we=the trade, which was admitted to be unimport-

antgnot only by many of the East-India Proprie-

~ tors, buteven by some of the Honourable Direc-

tors themselves, who stated in their evidence that

8

)



EAST-INDIA HOUSE. + k& 8

they were not afraid of an open trade, and tbat

they were contented to grant to the Qutports d

participation in those commercial advantages e

If, therefore, this was admitted, there could be
no difficulty whatever in adjusting so impors
tant a point :—beside which, ' there was this
fact admitted even by the Company, that they
could then afford to trade at 15 per cent, loweg
than they had hitherto been able to do.  If this
was the fact, which he would not deny, as it was,
admitted on their ownlshewing, he was at a loss
to conceive what difficulty there could be in cons
ceding to the merchants of the Qutports a small
portion of the import trade. For his own part, he'
thought, so far shouid the Court be from shewing
any disposition of unwillingness to treat with the
Government upon this point, they ought to come
forwgrd and shew every possible  disposition
to mecet his Majesty’s Ministers, and . say to
them— We have done all in our power to meet
your views :—we have left no argument untried 3
we have stated every thing that occurs to us upon
the subject of our own integests, and the danger
of an innovation on our privileges; but if you
think.it is of advantage to the country that W
should admit the Outports to a participation in

our import trade—we, who are equally anxious

for the weifare pf our country==consent to give



2 3

s

B
|
§

s
v

|
|21
ﬁ ;
B
8

e

iy.‘

aF

Aﬁm’m AT THE-

up such pomon of our. privileges as you may think
cqnducwc to that advantage. If you are of
oﬁniqn that it is safe and proper, under the
reservations you have left us, to give to the British

" merchants a participation in the trade to India,
we, as creditors, grateful for the advantages al-

~ ready bestowed ugpen us, give our consent to such
a part:cxpatlon

- It was his opinion that the Court of Directors,

; .as a trading body, ought to look to those sources

from which they were likely to derive the most
advantage, in a pecuniary point of view. It ap-
peared by their own shewing, that the Indian
trade had been carried on, mot only at a very.

~ heavy expence, but under very severe losses:

while, on the contrary, it was stated, that by
pursuing their China trade, in that advantag=ous
manner which it had been hitherto condugted,

 their finances would be in a much more flourish-
~ ing state, and be every way more conducive to
~ the, general prosperity of the Company : and

hence, by parting with that portion of their trade
which, they found by experience, could not be
carried on with advantage, they would, by the
teration, in a financial point of view, be gainers.
But, the Company were not to look upen
thmselves merely as Trapees;  they were to -
consider themselves as SOVEREIGNS :. and

«
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'wwm e*aﬂ?upon ithe: hma mmé&
Qourt; and to' remind  them of ‘the tite ‘ﬁdﬂf?
of ‘view ‘in which: this great question ought”te’
be considereds 7 This ‘was' not 'a’ ‘mere ‘com='
mercidl consideration. The  Ditéctors were 'to"
look upon ~‘themselves in-~a ‘modre important”
light, namely, as Soverercns “oF Ivpia.  They™
were to look to all those engagcménts"aqﬂ"*
relations by which a great Empire would ne-
cessarily be affécted : and therefore, when he” o
saw no attempt on thé part of His Majesty's”
Ministers to touch the politicgl privileges of
the. Company ; and, on the contrary, that there
was ‘a disposition, ‘on ‘their parts, to continue’
them; uoder proper regulations, it was their 4
bounden duty to ‘meet the wishes of Goveri-" |
ment. -~ The nature of those regulations was "
knowy, and Mad been proposed.  If they were '
not ‘satisfactory, it was the duty of the Court * «
of Directors to ~propose some measures more’
propitious to their own views. If they did this,"’
such was the spiritiof conciliation His Majesty’s”’
Ministers had evinced upon this subject, he was *
satisfied they would meet ‘the Directors more
than"half ‘wag. " If those Ministers” appeared aa
. _ready to give everyfacility to a liberal and satide «
- factorysettlement of the Company’s rights, ougﬁf“’
the ‘Company, - Ke- swould ask;“ds Severeicwg, "
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far ‘to obfect, o !thelr patts, to dispense with a:por-’
' (xon of their trade te Tndia ¢ Moreover, when they
, “well knéw that such trade was a losing concern,
%'as there any reason, he would ask, for resisting
" én<their parts, a participation of lt?-—l:very
consideration, he thought, should induce them to
~‘embrace the terms proposed, and to avoid resist-
“ihg any disposition to conciliation on the part of
the Government. As Sovercigns of a great Empire,

" “and with a view to meet their vast and increas-

~ ing expences, they ought, in a financial point of
view, to shew the utmost readiness in accommo-
datmg themselves to the suggestions of ‘the Mini-
ster. 'To prove that he ‘was right in his proposi-

tion upon the subject of finance, he would only
desire that the Directors should make out their
~_accounts ; and upon their own shewing, he ccn-
: ~ tended, it would go against them? Upon this be

. built his proposition ; because he 'was satished,
~ ‘that if the documents and accounts of -the Com-
pany were laid before any merchant’s clerk in

- London, who could keepia set of books, he

" would shew, in a commercial point of view, (al-
lbwlng for those expences incurred in carrying
s ?mthe commerce,) that the trade of India was
"ot a gaining trade. Farther than this he could
“hot go to sustain the proposition. for. which he
contended. If it could be proved, that it was

o
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notia’ gammg trade, surely the p@pwl noy. mgd

by His Majesty’s Ministers must tend no, to di-
minish, but to add considerably to the revenue of ;

the East India Company ; and this, too, w1th;)ut

that risque and lability to loss, to *which the )

Company was at prescat exposed. A\bOYBRP_IGN§

of India, anxious for their own mtercsts, &nd

{

judging, as every Sovereign on earth Would g

as he himself felt, if, as a part proprictor of. kast
India stock, he might call h.mseif a Soverexgq

(@ laugh), they ought to adopt a step, so im=

portant to their own interests,

[Here the Chairman interposed, and asked
“if he naight be pérmitted to prefer a petition?
— (Heur ! hear ! hear!) — He said, he was:
obliged to leave the Court upon particular busi-

ness, not his own. His worthy colleague, how=
eves (Mr. Thornton), he was sure would take
the Chair for him, and would discharge the duty
much better than he did.—(Hcar ! hear! hewr)) = =

The Chairman then retired, when the l)f})u.

Chairman took the chair.] | 4
Mr. Hume then resumgd. To be short, he

said, he merely wished to urge, that the Com-
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pany, in its present situation, ought to judge gfﬁ

the actval danger -of not conceding what was
nw'proposed :==that they should consxder mem»
» Lol Dy 4l by o
m .
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sy Soh‘t&i’m:«s of Ixpras that they ought
- fo“abstract - themselves a little from  that nar:
. Tow commercial policy, whicha private merchant
K ';;ﬁﬂ it be disposed to adopt for his own indivi-

- doalddvantage, and boldly give up every thing
; Whrch was of ‘importance te general welfare.
¥1'.': What, he asked, were the narrow and selfish in-
. fterestsof afew individuals compared to the ge-
nieral ‘welfare of the whole Country? He there-
. fore besought the Court to consider themselves, as
© Sovereicns, called upon fo part with a portion
5 ,61"";1;'5(!:,":1& advantageous to themselves, in order
. fo"attend to the mcre important intcrests they
+ had at stake ; and * let the €ourt,” said he, « sa- -
. tisfy itself of this fact, by looking to the calcula-
tions of the Company’s trade during the last ten
years, from the result of which they would find -
that the Indian trade had annually' decreased.”
Whether this arose from the suspension of the in-
tercourse between Great Britain and the other
.countries of Europe, or from the extraordinary
commercial policy adopted by our neighbours, he
- would not enquire; but the fact wasso. They
-ought, therefore, with pleasure, to come forward,
id say to the Minister, « If such meéasores will
tend to increase the trade and prosperity of the
Country, we are extremely happy to meet them,

| A y .
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truatmg that Government will, ngfq d;spoqsggs] qg ,..3

of any thing whu.h is essentially necessary to. oug ;;
security and welfare. Qe
It was proposed, that His \'lajeaty s Mlmsmp
should have power, with the consent® of the Di-
rectors, to make such regulations by Orders m.b
Council, as might be necessary to the conduet
of the trade, and as circumstances might re-
quire. In that point of view, the facilities pro=
posed by Government would necessarily advancg
the interests of the trade, without ttouble or ins
convenience to the Company. «lle now begged °
to call the attention,of the honourable Directors
‘to what it was ;the:Company proposed to dos
" It was proposed to call evidence to the bar of the
House, to prove that the trade could not be ma#
terially increased. - Now, if it should be proved .
thateit would not be materially increased, could
that, he would ask, effect any thing for the Coms»
pany ? - If the trade should continue as it nowe .
was, had not the Public, by their claims, a nght
to participation in that trade, when the charter
ceased, which it would da next year? . And if |
the trade was to continue longer, why. should the |
Public be deprived of the chance of benefiting by .ﬁ,
that, which was, in the hands of the Company,
losing concern - The chance, surely, if given to,
thcm, would ig no way injure the Company ; fO!‘
.

B



¢@0m‘panys privileges. ' The f‘macy of that a:g 1
* et would be shewu by considering what really
“as ‘the privilege ‘proposed.  The danger sup-
,‘»ff""podéd to arise from this coneession would be from
“"C“e inhabitants of the Outports settling in India,
nd overturning the Government. But was it
jf”?eaﬂly to be supposed, that the towns of Liver-
"‘5 i)ooi Bristol, and Glasgow, were torexport their
K“"“uﬂ’mbltan*s to India ? Were they to send out their
populatxow to settle in the Company’s possesions ?

~ Surely this was too prepostcrous even to imagine.
S All that was proposed to be given to the Qutports
'-T"szs, the privilege of, sending: out cargoes from
[ T ports, and bringing home cargoes ot Indian
:“? piroduce in return.  All parties admitted, that the
“‘)Bdiy &mger which could arise, was from those
P who went out to India: Wire the Court, then to
‘;’im‘h‘pprehend danger from the. ships’ crews that

E '
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‘Surely not. . And he should deny, upon evqry b
consideration, that danger would ever be fomd‘
to exist. But the honourable Proprietor gean
to prove, that this danger would exist, JOF
this, however, h: (Mn Hume) was certam,
that the honourable gentleman could not prove
that danger ever did exist; for -he himself, =
" and every other person acquainted with India,
knew the contrary. No one ever heard of gny
danger existing from the intercourse of other
nations with the ports of India. No one ever &
heard of, or even apprehended any danger, when
. - twenty-seven or thirty ships were in the port of /=
Calcutta. It was known that the greater 9!’0 :
portion of the trade to India was carried on by
Europeans, and yet no danger was ever appre- "
hgnded tothe East-India establishments. There-
fore, upon this prima facie view of the case, he |
would venture to say, that no danger whatever u«
would take place. ‘

Returning again to the subject of the Ea.st :
India Islands, the trade, to which was anothct'
portion of the East India commerce, he wonld o
réemind “the Court of the attempts madc-b*,dxm,' ,
Americans to secure a portion of that commerce.

This he désired to do, in arder to shew hW %
chimerical fhe rotions of the British m_t:rcb”ants ‘




were jupon this subject, . The Awmericans had,
sent, several. of ' their vesscls and, autpmptcd to.
trade - with those . lsiands.v--but after various,
'aﬁg‘npts to. succeed” in their wishes, they vserc,f,
to give .up,.the prOJcct in dcsp‘ur, ‘and,

ar;u;ks of, co_mmerc.e in that trade to a particular
~station, This was what the Americans were
content and obliged to do, and this was what
'ﬂ‘Q;B;}ti‘sh merchants must do; for it was pre-
posterous to suppose, that merchants, embarkiag .
theu capital in such a trade, could hope to-.
- succeed without learning the language uf thf,
.‘ ‘natives, and acquiring some knowledge of their
" manners. Even if they surmounted the difi-
- cultiesof a dangerous and tempestuous sca, still
-i‘ they would have more discouragieg circum-.
duwes to combat; namely, a barbarous and un-
- tractable people. Hewas aware that a spirit of en-
By : terprise was necessary to the attainment of great
- objects, and it was a spirit which ought always to
"‘bc(&ncouraged; bat, at the same 'tiine, Specula~ .
" tion was a rock surrounded by so many dangers,
' —thgt the unwary. traveller should be. cautioned,..
X ", against. the tremendous consequences that would . .
: “folhw a false step. - The danger of unwise spe- -




" most cautious and careful conduet, such was7thet

~keep up any intercourse with them.— Look="

< difficulties which you will ‘have to encounters¥

wou‘ltf‘be guarded agamst ‘aﬂ%wa the.»idw
and take warning by the’ examf)le of those’ who’
had gone before” them. ~For even, after ilié’

dxsposmon of the natives, that. unks's‘theyw
be'so changed, for the bettes, “from what theéyt
had hitherto been, it would"be 1mposmble to

ing, therefore, at the subject in that poih‘t‘w :
view, the Company should say to the Bf!mﬁ’;-“
merchants, “ Do nothing that you cannot satisfy’’ |
« yourselves will be of advantage to you. ~Wey1 " >
“ who know the danger, paint out to you the'

« butif you have any doubt upon our statenientf® *
« examine evidence.” IR
_ On the other hand, however, he (Mr. Hume)y*
thogght theve was no occasion to examine“}‘é
evidence, for the parpose of shewing that W
danger had" ‘taken place by allowing ships to en<*
ter the ports of India. They might examine”’ ";
evidence for fifty days and prove n6 more than
what they already knewg mnamely, that““no’™
danger whatever had existed. A single withess™ ”j
cotld not be brought to shew that it cma-d&lé.\m
exist; or was ever even apprehended. What' wass o
the danger that could be apprehended, if projer” o
regulations wege ‘adopied by the Company, mt'b G _
. : o
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j allvftheifipe‘anﬁﬁ'f andsall the strength io their hands,
~fo ‘carty those regulations into execution? In
.~ fdet;” the result of experience ;gave proof positive
~ against all the evidence that could be adduced
to sﬂ‘_i?in- the notion of danger. He therefore

put it to the serious consideration of the Court,

~ whether they oughtnot, as a body of men deeply
- interested in the welfare of India, to make every
- advance in their power, in order to cherish that

irit of conciliation manifested by the Minister,
“"He 'maintained that no danger could exist,

: because hitherto, when the Company’s means of -
~ defence and protection were not so great as they

| are now, no danger had taken place. Therefore, .

it did not appear to him, that all the evidence,
which could be brought forward, would be futile :
aud be pledged his own conviction, that if the

~ whole was proved, that could be ‘-proved,‘ no

dangcr whatever would be made out, He was
extremely anxious, thercfore,that thisCourt should
be impressed with the same idea: an idea which

- he entertained from the very first ; and if heap-

peared desirous of endeavouring to convince the
Court, and bring it to the same way of thinking,
it was because he was sincerely anxious for the wel-
fare ofthe Company ; and the only object he nowhad
in view was, earnestly to recommend this Court to

 ‘meet His Majesty’s Ministers, who had so liberally

«
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declared their disposition to meet. the two cotis
tending parties.—In all points, in which this |

branch  of ‘the question could be considered,

every man acquainted with the affairs of the

Company, must be convinced of the policy, as
well as the eupediency, of embracing (he pros

position of Ministers. It had been’ proved,
to the satisfaction of the Court, that there was

no prospect nor probabiiity of increasing thag

branch of trade, under the present system. They.

had ‘had the evidence of the most enlightene

men upon the subject: some of whom gave itas -

their decided opinion; that in a commerciai point
.of view the openingiof the trade would be of ads

vantage to the Company=—that the private mefs

chant could carry it on with greater advantagesy

so that, in a commerciul light, the Company

would be gainers by the change. It was natural
that a private merchant, carrying on' trade by

himself, unshackled by any other- object thanthe

immediate one in view, namely, his commercial
adventare, would be more likely to beneht by
the trade; than a numerous Company engaged in

vast-and multifarious concerns, not. only of a com= -

mercial, but of a political nature, and whogg at-
tention” ‘must naturally be divided, between pow

litccal ‘security on the one hand, and commercral |

advautage v the other. But, leavieg these gen-val

" 02
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mhcxplesow fﬂt ‘question, was it not ‘a matter
hﬁm:ous importance to the Company to reflcct,
'that, for the last elghteen years, durmg v»hach._

'ountcd to about seventecn millions, they had
staincd a loss upnn{hcnr capital of 10 per cent.
nnually? ~ Therefore, this subject became a
. matter of very serious consideration, as a question
-~ ofgeneral policy: and, in that point of view, he
‘ did hope the Court would sce the wisdom of that
. .

- propesition of the noble Lord, calculated as 1t
. was. to increase the commerce of India, without .
diminishing any -advantage the Company had
hitherto derived from theiriexclusive privileges,
~and /in_no way tending to injure the essential 1n-
 terests of the Company. '

- 'With that view he should, before he sat down,
take the liberty of moving one or twaq, resolutions,
+ declaratory of the wjsh of the Court to subscribe
_to: this proposition of the noble Lord, and to
* pledge itself as willing to meet His Majesty’s Mi-
nisters in the most liberal and unrestrained man-
mer, These were resoluhons which, he hoped,
~every person would support because, by the reso-
lw of the noble Lord, the Court was bound
. tonothing. The very submission of them to the
£ consideration of the House, «implied that they
- wvere resolutions open to amendment, and. the

«
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Xennrth of saying, that after all thcy mlght ot beg), |
perhaps, the resolutions which they would have! ‘:
ultimately to consider. A change of adminise’ |
tration might put an end to the proposmons AR 4
their present form. It was dmpossible to - say’ ..“*
how soon that change might take placé: butiit:

was a thing which was not unhikely. = The Com

only to be con idered as the mere opinions of tbd’
present Ministry ; but who, he must do them tht
justice to say, had on this occasion acted with'
the greatest liberality, and whom the Courc‘ "
ought to meet with the same liberal opinions on
‘their part. It was for their own advantage that:
they should come forward, and embrace dle’
measure proposed : and if what was proposed
did not satisfy the public, it was for the interest o€ "‘_
the Company that they should themselves do everys o
thing in their power to strergthen the hands of'
Ministers, and enable them to carry into effect.
their liberal propositions. There was only one

question upon the wholé proposmon, as it now
stood ; and that was, whether the Company-
would admit the people of England-to a_shate!

. - . 4 ~.
with them in their trade, unshackled and unmos
lesied ? and whether they would chuse to add to
the prosper :ty of their own country, by increast

=1
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ing the prospetity of India# He was persuaded-
it-was the wish of the Court of Directors to
~ benefit, in every way, the trade of India, and
add. stability and strength to its government.
He trusted; therefore, that they would consider,
i ﬂm proposmon in that view. For his owa part,
 as a person connected with the country, he
laid claim to credit for not wishing to approve
any artanmgements, which could have atenden-
cy to retrench the commerce of that country.
Such being the case, be hoped it weuld not.
* be considered that he was urging too much,
- in recommending the Court to adopt the re-
~ solution he suggested : or that he was desirous
“of misleading them. But, previously to his
‘ submitting those resolutions, he would take
- the liberty of noticing one or two objeciions
~which the honorable gentleman (Mr. Jackson)
had made. The learned gentleman had first
very properly noticed, that it would be aavise-
able for the Court to adopt the middic course;
now, whether there had been any invitation on
the part of the Court, in the course of their
pumerous discussions upon this subject, he would
not_take wupon  himself to enquiie <= Fhis,
however, was eertain, that the noble Lord, upon
this subject, had said nothing which could ex=
¢ite the least irritation: and thcr.efole it-was the

s



mote imperative—=indeéd it was the duty,of the

Court—t0" do every thing in‘its power to coficis

liate the good opition of the Minister ; and to

come forward in the most temperate and copsic

derate manner to discuss the subject. It was

true, in some of their discussions there “was @’

little warmth ; but he was pérsuaded that it pro=
ceeded from the ‘momenary effusions of the
mind, upon a question certainly of the greatest
importance. His anxiety, however, to dcprea"
cate every thing like irritation, was cstab‘le,
when he knew the disagreeable consequences to
which it might give rise. P -

- yHe had already ‘stated his" opinion at lchgﬂ'r
upon the subject ‘of the China trade, which' the’

honorable gentleman had, also, very exte sively :

discussed ; and he was free to ad 1 it, that some

of t}ze dangers which he (Mr. Jack.on), had .

pointed out, “in other views of the subject, might
exist 5 but, in general, he thought tie dangers
were of so trifling a nature, that they were
amply counterbalanced by the advantages likely
to- result to the Company,—Of this, Lowever,
he' was satisfied, that if His Majesty’s Mi-
pisters thought proper to recommend the emdas
ing of aportion of tie trade to {rdia, the China
trade would, in all events, remain as complete
as it was now. He must say, in answer (o what
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fhe!Hodorable gemtlerian had obscrved, updn the

subject of the petition of avery numerous and im+

portant body of people, hamely the ship-builders,

it ‘was reasonable to suppose, that the more ships

thexe were built, the more commerce would be
Tikely to ensue ¢ though he confessed he did think:
it would be attended with more danger, in a'poli-

- fical point of view. It was possible that some
 of the dangers might take place, from theoins

«crease of the shipping interest, which had taken

place in" America.
. 'Fhe honorable gentleman, he thoucrht had

¢ taken rather an unfair advantage of the statement
- be (Mr. Hume) had madelin' the course of \a
- former debate, upon the subject of the trade to

China., It would be recollected, he trusted, that

" mrbringing forward that statement -of ‘the trade

to: China, he bad shewn, on.an average of fifty:

"',.ears, /it~ had increased from £629,000 to

£1,300,000. Though he had said that the Com~
pany ought not to_hesitate in confessing that the
trade to India was disadvantageous, yet it’shOl_ﬂd
berecollected that he breught forward this state-

_ment to shew, that since the period of the year’

336, the trade of China had increased in a

- great degree, notwithstanding all ‘the difficulties’

thrown in its way.  The Caurt would dohim:the

. justice, “he was sure; to vemember-that he: had!

gl



mientioned, mthe*mostﬂmmctmn«; whaﬁ!nc
beeii done to injure the. trade, ‘and that: he:had
added the opinicos of Mr. Prrr and M. Doss
pass, “who had stated that, in<their judgment;
every thing had been doneite injure®the tragde
to China: »yet-if it appeared,:on an .a‘;erage‘ ;
~ of fifty years; that the trade had increased from
£629,000 to £1,800,000 it was an unequivocal =
proot that the trade had answered. There was
no doubt but every means had been adoptedito,
injure that trade: yet, notwithstanding 4}l the diffis
culties and obstagles opposed to:its: suecess; they |
had been entirely surmounted. » He relied upon
actual facts and theiexperience’of the Companyy! A
from whose documents it would appear beyond!
all doubt, that it had increased from £629,000.F
te .£1,300,000; at this moment it was so; andon
that' principle, - judging from the preseut, the:
trade to China was increasing. - Ile would -ads:
mit, it might be a strong plea on the part.
of - the Outports, if the trade was really de=;
creasing, that they ought to have the opportunity:
of improving-a trade, which yvas either neglected:
for-want of energy, or dwindling for want of

capital:-the contrary, however, was the et
It-was mot a fair way of judging on the subjects
to calculate from one or two unsuccessful years.

Bty absl'hes&ngtime that the Company dcriqu- ¢
» P :
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: feom:derable aduntages from this. branch of
‘their trade, he: did not think it wauld become
«them to enter into a sort of conspiracy, and
 Yeonceal from His Majesty’s Ministers the real
- stage of thte facts upon this subject. And he putit
“to his honorablc friend, whether that was not the
“point of view in whick he stated his sentiments
“on the former occasion? He was not one of
. ‘those, he confessed, who would abanden small
"+ but certain gains, for the chance of making more
by a speculation confessedly hasardous. It was in
-~ this point of : view that he considered this subject,
~ ~and he thought itiwas perfectly consistent with
- the interests of ‘the Company, to abandon,u
Josing concern, for the sake of promoting their
/'views, in the pursuit of a trade every way more
advantageous. ' They ought te give up that pro-
portion which was almost a burthento secure thag
«which was profitable, in every point of view.
" "Something had been said by the honorable
'gentleman about the statements of Lord Castle-
‘geagh, on the subject of the Company’s capital.
He (Mr.-Hume) had the pleasure of hearing Lord
“ Qastlereagh on that subject: and although| he
Fgonot  explainhimself so  clearly as many
might have done, yet the meaning hg: collected
from' his Lordship’s observations, was very, dif-
< ferent from that represented by his henerable

&
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‘fiend' to the' Courty Lord" Gimlereagh, sttted
very distinctly, thar  the impediments to tmdﬂg »,)
oft the part of the present merchants; to and from 4
India, under the' regulations- of the Chartey of :
1793, had forced the capital of British mer- i
‘chants into foreign trade, ‘either ‘in consequence :
of increased difficulties thrown in the way of the
Court of Directors, or in consequence of the Court *
of Director’s means having declined.” This was ,
the point Lord Castlereagh, as far as he under;
stood him, had suggested: and was there any
body who recollected the observations of Mr,
Dundas on this ideatical point, tonching the sub-
-ject of East-Indiaships, that did not agree inthe
truth of the observation? Examples were not want-
ing to illustrate that principle. One was sufficient
for the purpose ; and he would only refer theCourt =
oo the example of the Princess Amélia, a Com~
pany’s ship, in 1797, Lord Castlerragh he con-
tended was right, when he stated that a large
. capital had been employed to no beneficial pur-
pose, through the very frammels of those regu.
lations presctibed in the CharterieHe¢ (Mr.
Hume) was ready however to admit; that the ‘
1Qourt of Directors had acted liberallysgshyt =
<8l with -all that liberality, (for which he.was
“disposed to give them - credit) it was ot suffi-
ciént'to provg the capability of the Company.
. P2
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His qurable;fﬁiénd '(Mrﬁ Jaoksc;n}- had riot

moticed: the effect likely to .be produced mpon

India, by allowing people to come in and re-

. eeive ‘permission’ to- enter into the trade of the

Company.c The honorable gentleman did not
tecollect what ‘the’ advances of the: Company
bhad been: he did not seem to recollect that the
whole advance of the Company lad not been

* much more than one third. Did he mean therefore

‘to’say, that there ‘would be any injury likely to
arise to the trade of India, ar the advantages of
it:to the Company, from this measure? Did he

suppose that the Company’s interests would be
. affected by the loss of oneveighth of the present. .

?

~ merchandize? Inthis last proposition, he derived
- bis authority from'the Court of Directors them-

selves, Surely every man must know, that the
merchants of Britain were as well acquainted,
with: the interests of Government as the East-

. Jndia Company themselves, The merchants: of

Britain, therefore, ought not to be looked upon as
men; differing in their:sentiments and principles
from the rest of His Majesty's subjects: they-

_were not to be comsidered as a different people
.~ frgrp those 'who were at present employed in the

trdde-to dndia. - Their notions of loyalty, “of

sgood- ‘conduct; -and. goed government, 'were
" {without at all detracting from the merits of the

~

.
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Company) as:much alive to the'interests of thﬁ

z”‘

{}

Country ; therefore, in admitiing the merchm ‘;

of the Qutports to a share of the trade in India,

the Company ought to consider them as a valuable

accession to the number of their sub)ects—-as a
body of ‘men willing to be united with“fhem in
influence, in interest, and mutual sentiment, for
the welfare of the Empire; and so far from

apprehending any mischief through such a ceali-
tion, he thought, that as long as the Courtof |

Directors retained the power and sovereigrity in

India; as long as they administered justice with -
integrity and impartiality; as long as the mild
. spirit of government'which had marked the affairs

of India for so many years, should contigue: to
actuate the conduct of the Directory, so long

would they be an accession to the prosperity and

Welfare of dndia.

It was very well known, that the prescl'n’.T

merchants had done very much towards the pros-
perity of India, He would not enquire more
‘into the particular channels and modes by which
they contributed their ass:sgance, but certainly the
present merchants had done, more to the pros-

perity of India, than those, who “had M!x.’h,

’ wopportunity of knowing the fact, could possibly
sonceive, Their capital kad kept the trade alive
an India ; so .r.m‘xch so, that the trade was almost,
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ﬁ fact, mereﬁ[?;ro Jorma, ‘cartied on by the
Ciiiit

of Diréctors, and hence, instead’ of in-
crE’as" ing, the trade had decredsed, This he had
" shewn on a former occasion, by a teference to
K the average of the ‘trade duting the last eight
years, from whlch it had appeared (without now
»[_gmng back to the items) that the Company had
Jost eight millions of money, The inference to

Be drawn from this was, that the loss had pro<

ceeded from a decrease of the enterprising spirit

ﬂ# the Company, and from a want of proper

application and supply of the capital. Ought
they not therefore, as Directors and as Sovereigns

~of a vast Empire, to say to the British merchants,
_ # Let us join heart and hand together in this
great undertaking ;—let us ‘contribute ollin our
power to the prosperity and welfare of India?”
This, he (Mr. Hume) was firmly convingced,,
would be the result of sucha policy; and in every
‘ _“point' of view,in which the affairs of India could
; Bé considered, he anticipated prosperity to the
' nommerce, and strength, and stability-of ‘the Bri-
_tls’h Empxre .

" He should not detain the Court at any length
wﬁh_nﬂgard to the amount of the importation
from India. ' The amount imported was of very
little consequence.” It certainly would be more if
. the state’of Europe would permit jt'; ‘but, at the

©
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the same time, it should be recollected that qf ;” :ﬂ
the manufactured goods imported from® Igd .
only ane fifth of the whole was imported for Bn;," '
tish consumption : all the rest of the four-fifths
went out of the country. As for forejgn expdrts, -
therefore, it was of very little consequenee, whe-
ther they came to the port of Londun or to the
Outports. He, for one, thought it quite as Jus§ i
that the Outports should derive the advantage of
the forcign export trade, as the import trade fgl
bhome consumption ; because the reason of tw
thing was just the same s and he. considered: 5
was an_exception wbich ought by.no means to
LeXigbyr ;. ¢ b Sty '
With regard to prolection, a good deal had
been said by the honourable gentleman ; but he
(Mr. Hume) must say, that the noble Lord had
.stated that he thought it would be neither advxs-
able nor safe for the Leglslaturc to attempt any
alteration in the present system in India, Onthe
contrary, he said, it was his opinion, that the Gos
‘vernment of India was as perfect as could exist ;
and that to take it out of the hands of the Court
of Directors, would be to ‘unhinge the whole fa- :
bric. Upon this subject, thererore, he (Mh
Hume) would not make any oomments\, bqt
merely subscribe te that.opinion. !
With, t;gard to. the duties, the honouxablc ggng |



. 1tleman had saxd a great deal ; but it amournited £0
41 m‘C ﬁtle, that -he should not. trouble: the Court
| w:th any obseryations upon it. The whole duties

tvere stated by the noble; Lord to amount to

4-200000 Thc wbole computation which

’ was derivable ern} tea having been stated, to be
y lhree millions and a half, then this amount. of the
dutles on tea -being contra-distinguished from
other duties, perhaps, would explain the,appa-
. rcnt inaccuracy of the noble Lord’s statement.
%t so far as he (Mr. Hume) could judge, his
f rdship was pretty correct,

Notwnthstandmg t,hc observatxons made on the
pollcy of India; notw:thstandmg an honourabl: .
nrector had himself asserted, that the Govern-
ment was not qulte complete, he himself was
lxappy to say, that, in his own opinion, as far as
Bcts went, they borc against the horourable Di-
“rector. He was, however, bound to state, that
}t would give him (Mr, Hume) the sincerest plea-
suxc to see any 1mprovcment for the better,

"But’ although experience had shewn that the
Eo;wer and means put into the hands of this great

ly of merchants had been used with moderae
powon all occasions, and with thc greatest pro-
pnety and advantage to the country, yet-he did °
not thmk that should be urged as a reason.why

g ecbnomy ought not to be adopted 5 nor ought it

o
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fo'bé tirged as a’reason why eéclesiastical Pé’v’siér %
“should*td be adopted in" India. 'On the contra&,
it was, in' his opinion; a reason why it ought not
to be introduced. - He was as anxious as.agy
‘maii” could “be fo see the re]xglous e#dbhshments
of India; as such, properly” supported “and (hat :
‘there should be no want of’ relngxous mstructors 5
but, as far as he knew any thing’ of India, he 1 was }'ff
not aware of any want of that kind. Every man
who looked to the state of India, or who was
all acquainted with its domestic policy, wo
find that there was no occasion for any increase
of the religious establishmentss” On the Lontrary,
. the humber of religlols instructors was very gl:g‘i,
and had been much au"mented of late, e
Company had many chaplains in their train ; ana
he was convinced it would be found, ﬂmt t‘lw

» Numpber of elergymen was quite enough ; in 1113
opinion it would be peifectly useless to send out
any increase to the ecclesiastical establishments of
the Company. But it octurred to him as rafhcr
" éxtraordinary, that thg recommeéndation of his
Lordship (Castlereagh) apon this subject shou d
- foHow xmmedxate?y after a' recommendation o’f
“retrenchment.”  For it would be observed, thaf

* the very” wards from his Lordship’s lips ‘were
“the “necessity ‘of retrenchment in the C'ompan;:
establishments,” Now, how was that followed

2 Q
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ok u}?? '];he very mext proposition” of his Lordship

\;Vaﬁ. “ That " the Company’s system of expense
as to be increased, and that they ‘were to have’
~a Bishop (whether with - an income ‘of ten
- thousand potinds a year, he did not know), and:
three Ara" deacons! Surely, then, when the Court:
q(msndered the enormous expence " of keeping up-
t}ne Government of the territories in India, and
when it was considered that the expence was as

: i ;(;'au'ch as the Company could bear, it could not be
' contended, in an economical point of view, that
" #hes 'was a 'season for adding so considerably to
- the expence, even if the policy of introducing

such high dignitaries were unquestioned. And iv .

ni;ght be necessary to consider also the expedi-

ency of “introducing, in'a political point of view,
siich personages into the Indian settlements. Ile
was not perfectly satisfied, that an' ecclesiastical
ﬁbW,er of that kind, if admitted to India, would
be very advantageous to its good government

‘nor'if it'were attempted, was he perfectly satis-

fied® it woull ‘contribute to the tranquillity of

‘the Em pire.—Though he was most perfectly cons
vinced that such an augmentation of their estas
. blishment would be attended with an intolerable

~ expence ; tHis, however, was not his chief objec~

fion to their admission ; for he bad asincere wish

that a liberal ';Srovision",shwlld. be made for ‘the

’ L
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teachers of the Gospel. But the fnam pomt ofmeﬁ £ i
in which he objected to it was, that it would be ﬂ{v 7
tended with the highest possible danger to the,
tranquillity of India; for he apprehende_d‘lfg_
‘a Bishop were, admitted to have sany authos, *
rity in India, the Company would have second,
Lord Chief Justice to take the lead in their, .
affairs, and guide their councils,—It would, be,
impossible to keep those ecclesiastical dignitaries,
from interfering with the politics of India; and,
censequently affecting the councils of the govem—,
ment. If the Clergy now in India were disposed, -
to do their duty, there were quite enough of them,
. for all spiritual gnd relmous purposes. He,' i
therefore, would by no means recommend ‘& '
measure of this kind ; and he perfectly agreed.in,
an observation, urged against it in the House of
Commons,that if there were anyone measure more.
dangerous and. threatening to the governmeént of
India than another, it was that of allowing a-_
hierarchy without controul. For his own past,
*he dreaded also the suspens:on of that liberal and,
mild spirit ofs toleration whlch charactenzed thq
present government. towards every sect of rcl .
gion; and therefore, in that point of vncw,‘ “:
* should shudder at the. idea of mtroducmg arg; 4
ligious establishment avhich might, in any degree, '
tend to mxrpdu«-c a schism. into lhat country, m‘ a3
Q 2 . \
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"".t”tte:s of .. conscience. - The  Court of -Direc-
fors; 1 in . his, -opinion, were. bound to , sanction
- mothing which. might, in_the slightest degree,
.. #end. to disturb the harmony of the -government
. oor risk the quiet of their empire, Asa question,
?‘ thereforepof rehg:on, of politics, and of economy, |
i it was every way objectionable. His honourable
fnend (Mz. Jackson) had argued with consider-
“f* Ahh force, to shew that the government of India
~ was a government of opinion. He, however,
gould not consent to the proposition, that our
&, territories in, India were governed by opinion
P ~glone,  He thought that 150,000 men added con-
f - siderably to the strength ofthat opinion, and
B gave some weight to the orders of the govern.
j,n;ent. The fact was, the Company had a very
| large physical force in India, and it was not
" mmere opinion that governed their ipmense ter-
ritories. . But, judging of the great force of the
. Hindoos in India, he thought it highly necessary
'.to consider seriously: the policy of attempting to
.4 convert the natives to Christianity : and.this was *
Qﬁ« +another ‘point of view i which hg objected to
fa _any upnecessary increéase of the religious esta-
*t bksbments in India. Ilis reason was this;~
it was contrary to the Hindoo Jaws to admit a
- gonvert from their religion into society. 'Such
person. was excluded from: either intercourse ‘or

_{ ‘
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~ commerce with his friends and countrymen. J‘HE q@
lost his cast, and was, in fact, considered ai“i*—;’f
vagabond and an outlaw ; he was deprived of all
those comforts which constituted the happme& v
of social life: he was even thrown off from'the
society of his father, his mother, ad of his
friends. Surely, then, if the chief object of re=
ligious instruction was the social happiness ' of'
mankind, it would be well to consider the polidy
of attempting to convert a people, who vmtdd
apostates from their own religion with such seriogs -
and heavy penalties. Could it be supposed (how= -+
ever ‘desirable it might be, tosee Christianity
. spread amongst the millions of unenlightened in-
habitants of the eastern'world), that such policy
would either tend to the happiness of the people,
or the security of the British empire, in India? *
Did facts pyove, that the condition of the people
® hitherto converted had been bettered—or tHat
their attachment to the Company’s government
had been made more secure ?  For his own part,
* he declared, for one, he never knew a convert in
India who was a friend'to the State: and, on the
other hand, he never knew a convert, who was
reccived by those who had converted him, with @
o the warmth and cordiality of a brother. ~'He
therefore hoped the Court would seriously cons

sider-the very important question now suggestid.
N L]
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.laﬂwaw iquestion that involved wmot only: the-
mlcss ofl.the peopie themselves; tbut the ses
:, cirrity cof ‘the governmentin India. He besought
. thed to recollect the melancholy' consequences
“that befel those unfortunate persons who left
. their casée “and he desired them to recollect,
b above all things, the ‘necessity of keeping up that
- good opinion and- confidence which subsisted
- between ' the natives and the government.—s .
(Hear! hear !'hear!)
" "“There was another topic in the honourable
. gentleman’s speech to which he must take the -
liberty ' of adverting : he meant that which re-
spected remuneration. ' Now, really, he did cona .
ceive, that after the mest liberal ‘offer had been
made by Government, to give the Company theit
China trade  (worth £1,200,000), that they
would have been contented, withopt the pers 1
mission of levying duties, to remunerate them for
 those ‘alleged advantages which were to be given
ups'and he begged to call the attention of the
Court of Directors to one point of the measure’
. proposed, - It was a circumstance impossibid -
. for'dny Englishman to believe; that he shouid:
bewbliged to pay mare duty at Hull than at:
Liverpool, or:at Glasgow: than at Bristol. .:Nd>
man'woltild  koow the duties if they were lcons
tingallyichangingy’ which they! wouid intvitahlys

\
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do;' under the 'armangement pmposed byﬁnl
honourable gentleman; and it would be’ unnr&i 3
sible to carry on: the trade, with-satisfaction egs
advantage, without knowing: what: the duttclt
were, that were to be charged in eagh: port.'re=:"
spectively. Therefore,.if suchya preposision were':
to.be seriously made, it: aught-not to be- adopted:
without the perfect sanction of” all parties: and-
he himself would be happy to see-any necessary~
and reasonable rate established; but it ought 1oy
be a general, clear, and known.rule- of conduct®
to all parties.~The honourable: gentleman asker .
ed,— “ Was the Company to part: with their
< wharfs, their forts;, and their establishments:

“ in the ports of India, without remunera~

“ tion ?"'-=Good God !“~Was:not the: China trade-

—worth £1,200,000 a-year—~-an ample: remus )
Jneration fop what: the Company gave up?:

Sure’y' it.: was; because, by the tenor of: the

Campany’s charter. they. would have been obligedis

ta give up the whole trade:to India, to all. His:-
*Majesty's subjects'in common. As soon as theit

charter expirgd they would: have no mere:ri

te the trade of India than the rest of His Ma-.x ]

jesty's.subjects. He thought. all that the- mers e~
o chants of  the Outports ought to:pay, therefore;

would be a rate: for-the maintenance of the hars;

bours and quaysofithe posts. This wasfair;reasons :

L]
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nataral. His answer, therefore; to the
ub}c gentleman’s opinion upon this subject
’fxps that tlle remuneration should go no farther
 that pmposed by the Government. . Wouid it
_\bg:just, or would it be reasonable, to tell the mer-
%y z:hants of-Liverpool and other Outports:—* In
“‘ return ‘for the expencesise have been at, in
¢, adapting. our settlements for the purposes of
« _trade, yox must reimburse us ?” Why, the very
m&m'e of all those conveniencies was to enable
4 j};c Company to carry on their trade. He would
.. yead . the very words ofithe act :— To enable
* v the Honourable the Rast-India Company to
% carry on their- trade in execution of their
.« charter, these things are granted to them, that
/% they might be applied for their own con-
o “ .yenience: but, at the termination of their ex-
% clusive privileges, these 'things shall “be m
“ .common, as forts for protection, &c. -—-ﬂ'e
; ,honpurable gentleman asked,—* What was the
« Company.to have by way of remuneration for
“ their forts 2”—What, he (Mr. Hume) asked,’
. *: had the private traders to do with the forts? The
,.'fprts were to protect the country—to protect the
_ T territories of the Company.—Therefore, to cail
~ upon tb,e traders to pay for these forts, would:.be
most unjust and unreasonable. What | was - the

C.gmpany to be paid a reveoue for the - pro-



they to.call upon ffh'e**-m’crchiﬁts for this reve
* Besides which; he'eonsidered, at the present &
those forts, ‘erected by the Company, weré ot
cessary for.the security of the merchants.
might, indeed; be necessary #§'safeguards for the
Company’s territories against hostile” mVaﬂ'en{,
‘and-might be the means of protecting their
territorial  possessions.” 'He therefore hope
in'ithat sense, it would be “thought, " by"
Court, that the Liverpool merchants, ‘and
merchants of the other Outports; had no 'rigtif"ﬂ" :
pay any demand of this sort’; for, in every pomt@.
, of view, he éonsﬁ!&ed it would be very uniu ;.
sonable. 14
oIt appeared to him, that his honourable fnén& ih
had miscenceived " the noble Lord (Castlcrcagh G
,, When he stated: that theré wasakind of mﬁuehce f'
which the Court ~6f Proprietors had ' over !he g
Court of Directors. - He (Mr. Hume) desired it’ fo H
be recollected, that the noble Lord did not state &
* this -influence a3’ extended t6  the temtdnes';s
m India, or.that any dapgcr was'to ‘be dpp‘fé-
hended' from its " effects ‘m that quarrer, Mf
wadimt. the ‘noble Lord said was to this gffect— "fj
o andihowever unpleasant it might bé for éome _z?"
gentlemen ‘o "hear, “He “would repeat” ﬂ’-’-mL
noble ord fad stated, Pbanuqh an fhﬁqéﬁ‘&‘h“ 'ﬂ

R
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cted the conditct- of the Court of Directors
theriselves—that, in many of their proceedings,
the Court of Directors were over-awed by the
‘East-India Proprietors—that they, the Proprie-
“tors, were afixious to keep up the present system
in some. shape ‘or ‘another—and that he was
fraid the trade of the India Company was good
for fiothing. "This, he stated, was the ¢ffect of
“what the noble Lord had said; and he begged
the honourable gentleman (Mr. Jackson) would
- recollect, that it was with a view to the trading
" influence, and not in allution to the Company’s
¢ territories, that the noble Lord’s observation
{,, ‘was made. It was only meant by the noble -
. Lord, that this alleged influence led to a want of

g ‘management in the Company's commerce, and

%} ‘that the natural consequence of that was its injury

. and ‘declension. It was not, however, to ._be

. therefore supposed, it was at all meant by

L* ‘the noble Lord, that the Proprietors were to

¢ be precluded from deriving all the advantage

J," ‘they could from' continuifig . the trade to India, |
e BOh«ﬂ'ié conitrary, he (Mr. Hume) kad no doubt

‘that they would ‘continue the carrying trade ;

but at: the same tire, the system required some

_alteration. “And he“had no doubt that a great

ﬁ'ﬁ‘any iiprovements wouid take place ; for ‘he

could’ nui but! n‘dmrt, that there were a gﬁeit

A
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smany wanting. . Therefore, the uoble Lord »
making the observation alluded to, mcrcly mea :g
to aliude te that sori of influence he had dQ-
scribed.  But the noble Lord was not the ogy
one who teok an epportunity of submlttmg tlaql
as one of the reasons why he thought the preseqt
system ought not to continuc against the con-
wiction of some of the Pmpnetors. He remem-
bered that an honourable Director, not nqw,
present, who saw the danger, and who. stirred .
heaven and earth to change the shipping mtcruq,
declared that he . regretted the mterferenq:
of that interest, though, at the same time, up
admitted his disposition to give it all the advane 4
tage he could; ‘yet still his semtiments were
strongly against it, on account of its dangerous
tendency. Surely, therefore, it was no harm for
the ncble JLord to ta.\c a leaf out of that honour< |
able Director’s book. '
Without detaining the Court any longer, and
after apologizing for the great length of time he -
had trespassed on their attention, he begged to
remind them, that the solc ob)cct of his rising was |
strongly to recommend a feeling of concxhatmn
con the part of the Company, and to peg thaty
after the most liberal, and, he must say, unex-
ampled advances of His Majesty’s Ministers, they
would coine forward themselves with a similar

. . R 2



smee:e spmt of - conc:hanon They ought
oin hand in bend with Ministers. to. meet the
cqntendm,g force ;. for - they should to, bear in
n;md that they had to oppose the whole public;;
as it was matural to suppese that the nation at
'lgggp 'was ‘against them, As a Company,!they
Opg‘,ht to stand forth and conciliate the good.
& “gpinion of Ministers—they ought to. come for-
1 waxd and meet them half-way—indeed; he might
' say, two-thirds of the gy It was their duty
'w tql make the first advances; and, it was for the
isters to meet them.

} Upon this very trying occasion, he certaum

B ygou!;i do the  Court of Directors the justice to‘

. say, that they had done their duty. . He believed
 they had conscientiously.and. with unfeigned
; smccnty, _pointed out those rocks upanywhich: tbe
. Werchants. of the Outports’ were most hke]y to
o sp_hr .and erected those beacons to warn them of
the danger, when an-dnconsiderate view of their
i gwn interests  might lead them to risk dangers
aﬁbluh mxght lead to tbcxr oWn. destauctlon e
5* ‘deprecated, above all the rest, every thmg like

‘hostlhty on the part of the Company.” To ge
ﬁ" hostily into the ficld might be detrimental to their
* ewn. interests, and perhaps be the occtsion ‘of

imposing harder terms than those which a more
s ;. X <«
: : :
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pac'ﬁc aspect mightinduce Government o gfan|
The less they came to blows, the better for them-%
sélves, because he was persuaded they would!
effect infinitely more by mildness and good b‘wﬁ*g
mour. They had mothing to do but to consider”
a public point in a private light. For his owsf = |
part he would recommend, that their Chairman’
should ask leave to visit His Majesty s Ministers;
and to state that the Court were extremely anxious’
to meet their views, and accommodate-then.i‘-'-"-:s |
selves to their wishege A yielding dispositioﬁ‘ o
must be obviously more beneficial to their in< *|
terests, than even the power (if power they had)
to command :—command indeed could elicit no-"
thing. They might detain the House of Com-
mons for a week, examining evidence and de=
bating the question, without half the advantage
that an hoar’s private interview with His Ma-
Jest) s Ministers might effect. In such a mceeting
many points might be granted, which could net -
be hoped for in-a more open manner; and by
meeting the Ministers half way, they wopld put
it out of thesr power to rgfuse any thing that was
consistent with the mutual intcrests of the Public =
and the Company. - o HHTHIRA
[After some further observations to the same =
effect, in which the honorable gentleman recom-
mended _the' renewal of the negotiation™on the’

FoA NS



S TR - ,. ﬁ b - TR -
",: P b Y . : s .x" fr’
- DEBATE AT THE

«

thof the Company with the Minist‘e%s, in that
* spirit of conciliation he had suggested, he con-

| g .
" cluded by moving a resolution to that effect.]

. The Deputy Chairman (Mr. Thornton) begged
~leave to pyt the honorable gentleman in mind,

that thereewas already a question before them,
- awhich, tlrough not absolutely moved, remained
| o be put, for the sense of the Court, It was a
":"motion of the honorable Chairman, who had been

galled away by public business. The honourable
. Chairman had signified @n intention, before he
. deft the Court, to submit his proposition, but was
A diverted from his intention in its regular course, in
- eonsequence of an honorable and learned proprie-

~tor (Mr. Jackson) having immediately followed

bim, with his address to the Court. How-
ever, if the honorable Proprietor who spoke last,

- wished to propose his motion as an amendment, it .

~.was certainly in his power to do so: but it would
be for his discretion to consider whether, under the

circumstance of the case, he would adopt such a .

. measure. He (the Deputy Chairman) indeed con-
~ ceived, that the hohorable gentlemgn, whom he

.represented, was in posgession of the Court,and he
‘sshould, therefore, take the liberty of reading the

" .motion which he had left on the table, and which ¢

. dt-was his intention to have proposed.

W I
)

-
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Mr. Hume rhanked the Dg,puty Cbmrmg* i

for his suggestion, and requested that the mio-

tion before the Court might be read, b ’-’
The Deputy Chairman said the motion: Was

 That the Court of Directors be gmpoweted “
“ to affix the seal of the Company to Petitions to a
¢ the Right Honorable the Hduse of Lords and
“ the Honorable the House of Commons, to bt
“ heard by Counsel, and to examine evidence at _:’,éf
“ the bars of the Houses of Lords and Coms
* mons, should such measures be deemed necess \\j
« sary or advisable by the Court of Directors.” ‘i
-~ Mr. Hume apprehended there would not be

any difference of opinien on this point; ‘and ,
as soon as it was disposed of he should begito &
submit his own, asa second motion.

Mr. Rocj; requested, that the motion read from
the"Chair should not be now put, that he might-be -
allowed to say one word before he gave his assent " \5
toit. He wished to be informed whether the
opposition intended to be made by the Dlrectom
at the bar of,the House of Commons, was ine
tended to go to the whole of the resolations, or |
whether that opposition was to be confined -tos ‘
certain resolutions? becagse there were unqﬁeﬁ
tionably some out of thg fifteen which he approva %3
ed of, and there w@e others which required

’ .

|

¢ .. i
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was ‘that relative, to Religion.. Before he
ive his opmwn,,th:rcfoxc upon that sub-

drresulgnon onl_y, or to the rcsolu;,ans genc-
?@4{.} Randie Jacﬁmn apprch_eadgd_;dm the bphg;;.—
ble gentleman had mistaken the course of the
iceedings.  The quesiiou‘befoxje the Court was
';,;cly to. ask permission for the Director§_~tqu;g
Lompaqys seal to aﬁﬁiion to the honor-
ale the House of Commons praying to be heard
their counsel, orto lay such cvidence before
the House as should be required, for the purpose
“explaining such propositions and_difficulties,,
and such resolutions-as might arise in the course
of the business. He therefore suggested, the
~ impropriety of their expressing any formal dpi-
n - upon, resolutions which were only sub-
itted to the House of Commons by Lord Castle-
agh for the mere purpese of. consideration; «
d . gdt thh a view of ptecluding the House, or
Company from suggtsting. suchaltcranens and
o mcme.nts as ciicumstaneces ight require, .

As the niotion before Wdld not intimate thatit

W #\F intention of the Couit to oppose those re=
( [}ntlpmmbpt merely to t%lesﬁ permxsswn tg.hn




. mﬁ%& %’ﬁsel”‘%ndﬂ‘bmh’é“'evideqa,
would suggest; W*thc hotorable gentleman
_question could notdﬁ "ot éfiny thmg éo t
ea in’ thatfietiGny /-~ ~' »a% " Sl
’Mr,. Roclt Bégged lcaVc to exphun. He w&s
empowering the eourt of Directors to put their
seal to a pctmon that would pass, for ought he
knew, into ‘a resolutiean, There were certain
resolutions ‘amongst those proposed by the noble
Lord to the House of €omnions which he ver}\
much approved of. - 'He'did not say that he ap-
proved of the last relative toreligion, whichhe ad-
+ ‘mitted was one of the greatest importance. But
‘he hoped that the Court of Directors would not
oppose every one of those resolutions. N
The Rev. Mr. Thirkvall Tose and attcmptod
Jo speak; bug
M. Lowndes rose at the same time and obtaiﬁ-
ed possession of the Court. He congratu}atéé

Qttention; as he must own: he had y:clded the
point- of precgdence to the *honorable genﬂ&
man (Mr. Hume) with reluctance, for though'he -
was not convinced byhis arguments, ke shdgld’ﬁbt ' 3
s have felt anxious to Speaﬁ before him, if hﬂ‘bﬁﬁ#ﬁv ;
feared an attempt to spegk aftera man of W‘ﬁ-
Hifies'and “eloquence might be considered'as ‘pre-
S Al L g
. -h »
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> sumptugus. - Havmg heard -such -able Jpeeehcl' ’
' fromthe:Ciceroand Demosthenes of: this Court, (@

laugh) -he certainly could not flatter himself that
heshould be able to - offer any thing very worthy
their attention. - But at the same time, as it was
impossible to embrace” every thing even in:such

- long-wirded speeches (which he certainly-admit-
- ted were much better worth hearing than the

long-winded speeches of another House) he should
take the liberty of touchmg upon one or twa
'pomts which had ‘escaped their notice. As he
“professed nothing ‘at al d the courtier, and ‘as

* he spoke his sentiments frecly and without re- * -

serve upon ali occasions, he should mnot to-day -
forbear stating with freedom, but with respect,
‘the few words he had to utter.  His worthy
friend (Mr. Jackson) had commented at ‘some

W length upon the observations of Logd Cast]eicagil

‘touching the conduct of the honorable servants of
that House, . It appeared that Lord Castlereagh
had- obscrved with ‘tolerable freedom, uypon the
«conduct of those honornble gervants; and-gertaif-
ly*m bis (M. Lowndcs s) opiniqn, not without
‘some " reason: for heﬁrq:!y believed that if the-
“honogable servants of! that house had logked a .
Jittle betier after the tw:'ests of the Company~»

if they had not allowed the Amznc&ns trading 'to

!ndxasuthe Court would not hm;heard somuch |,

4 &L
. .




k&ﬁi‘é}' havif‘heard abcmt the dangers of pnvzte

tradei “Therefore, if such dangers there were,
they had t6 blame themselves’ for: slumbering on
their posts. - To this negligence must be attribus
ted ali“that had ‘been said’‘about the banef\d
effects of private trade. And when I heard of
an‘immense trade carried on by the mefchantsof
that country (Amesica) in three hundred sail of
shipping, brought into foreign markets, and com=
ing in competition with the «Indian goods. ims,
portéd by the honorable/Company to the .injary
of those concerned in the private trade of ithis
country, he could not forbear to throw all the
- blame upon the servants of that honorable House
for allowing such an evil toexist. It was what
might ha\.e been expected, and which could not
but be anticipated. Now, ‘e did_ think, with
ajl due defergnce to those honorable persons, that
they *should not have suffered such a complaintte |
‘exist upon so lmportant a qucsnon, ‘but on that . _
occasion they should have petitioned his Majesty’s
*™M inisters and the Houses of Lords and Commons,
to point out some mcthod o pre\ ent the Ameri- .
cans from trading to India in the manner they
had done. There wasanother point on which-he ‘”
- o.thought the Directors were also very much ito
blame.. « Though he: falt every « disposition: in
‘thtmdrﬁ to smeak of them individually: thh ;
§2 ( oy " |
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the greatest fespecr, anéf though they were vcry
%ﬂﬁy and excellént men, as ‘individuals, yet
en thrown togethef, like a heap: of vegetablcs,
. ywere apt to corrupt each other. (A laugh.)"
D"The second point that he objected to in their
omduct whs, that on this important occasion, they
had 1mprov1dcnt}y consented or agreed to give
1£500,000a year to Governmént, in order to keep
- £4,500,000 which they would have kept, nolens
olens) ‘and this without any sort of reference to
b ‘the state of their c1rcums§aucea, whether in adver-
f« '“slfv or prosperity, His woﬁmy friend (Mr. Randle
l%f - Jackson) seemed disposed to give £450,000.
"Bt what he (Mr. Lowndes) contended for was,
~ 'tHatif the Direcrors gave but £5 or £300, it
‘otight to bear some proportion to their profits.
Surely the €ompany ought not to give the
bovemment £500,000, per anm, if thcrg '
concern was a losing one.

. Now, upon this second point, he thought thcy
werc really very culpable, and did not demand
‘u’s much‘as they qught; but he only mentioned
~ 'this circumstance to. shew the #mpolicy of not
100L1ng to their own interests. And therefore
" Tie'had hoped they would not have made ‘such
| a'bad bargain as they did on this occasion, ~ Fhis*
¢ mﬁ&i’ever, was not arr observation” which l‘ad
Just ocumed to ‘him; it hed frequentl’?

"*‘m ! x.‘
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made. before.. But baving said so much, lﬁ.
begged only to add,,that he diq not ent:rt;;wﬁjr?_’a
any ill-will towards them; but, that being qi_?f,;
independent man, he was_desirous of spca]{.,

. ing the sentiments of an independent mind.
And if he again devoted himself s0 pcaceful 4
retirement, he. should no less feel the Same ‘pors
tion of anxxety than_if he were present in t;hat
honorable Court. He was, however, anxious to Q

“speak this day in vindication of his own cons-
duct, which had been attacked for having spm
all the winter - at Bath. Several of his fnends
had, said to him—*“what, Lowndes! have you 8
« deserted your post at the India House, where
“ you used to-make so much noise?~—Why, you
“ haye beensilent forthe last nine months !—What
“ is_the reason of it ? ” — Now were his talents
Jof a little mre consequence than they were, per-
haps his worthy friends might have thought he
had been bought off : (a laugh) but though hc‘
was absent, he begged to say he was not ignorant
®of what was passing in that p.ace, nor insensible
to what had qeccurred elsewherc ‘He could only
say to-those worthy friends who were enquiring
where he had been, that he had been an lJundrcd .

* miles from London, jand had not an oppor-
tunity, from that circumstance, of attending the
* ysual ;neetmgi,. Happy was he to observe, that |

( g

.
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ht; welfare of Ind:a bad happened . while_he
m(a .,_,.LThe most_pleasing was that of the
;ptmqnt of a noble Lord to be (zo»emor-
naeral.of India: for he did think  that, a man
more _accomplished mind, a man of , more
conciliating manners, or whose knowledge -and
acquirements wete better adapted to the good
. government of India than Lord Moira, could not
' have been fixed upon. He was a.man who would
ip more for the benefit of that Country, and much

- confidence of the settlements of that immense
. fterritory, than any Governor who had been sent
- out for many years. . He was, inshort, a second
~ Marquis Cowmwallis. ., , . . 5,
"« __.Theie were one or two poitts in the long

apeeches of the two hongrable gentlemen who
_ dglivered their sentiments to the . Courty to
which he . would shortly advert. That he
- principally alluded to, was the proposition of

. the  noble Lord (Castlcreagh) to send out a¢

' Bishop and, three " Arclideacons. , Now, really;
' hecould.nat see the policy of such a propositiony:

more towards conciliating. the good ¢ t)lmoa and

qu itin three points of view.~-In thafn
v €

p}g;:q, in .point of religion; in. the.second,
 palitical light ; and the third, in point of economys

) : L

.

- The. Bishop. . .and ., Archdgacons, ' it. was: cog- *
o . :
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tended) were riécessary” to g6 out for th& pﬁrﬁ
pose‘of advocatmg%hc ‘cause of t}ie Christian relis
gion. "'Certainly'nd man was a stronger friend
to religious establishments than he was: but he
‘must say for himself that heinever knewa Brshoﬁ
orani’ Archdeacon to forward' religions— s
'The Rev. M?. Thirlwall rose o ordef. He said %

~ it was impossible te sit still and hear the observa=
tions of the houorable gentleman; ‘without chtck«
juE ddth/ithgiape, <% 77 HOGY A AR TR i
“Mr. Lowndes continued, he saw with a sort d.P 4
prophetlc eye, danger, not only to the cause of re-
ligion, ‘but to the peace, the tranquillity, and

« security of British India, from the introduction £
of an hierarchy into that country. He entertained
the highest respect for the church establishment il
of England, and he admitted that it waswery =
Proper thay ‘we should have the episcopal
dignrtaries'at home, but they were utterly uncon=
genial with the very soil of India, ‘and totally 'in- ;

~ consistent with the dignity and ‘tranquillity of that
_oountry “for he hesitated not to say, that the very
poment a Bishop was sént to India, he would be
at" once placed in a situatiom higher than the
Governor General himself,” Such a ‘thipg ‘was e

* niever heard nor dréamt of ‘before, as the appoifits
ment of a Bishop in Indiae’ Hitherto the Company.
*had had’ humblc, meck-and unassummgf ‘pastors,
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dﬂptmged theirsduty- in @ humw; misek
- -and “unassuming manner: ‘but’ if they - were fo
- ~send out'a High Priest the consequence wouldbe,

;Q..m.am mild spitit and ‘unassuming’ chnractcr of

~ Dthe'presentepriesthood would vanish, the catise
". «of ‘religion~ would suffer, ‘and religious dissen-
T tious »in'd“ religlous -animofities would - arise. -
’w aIt justice to his own sentiments, he cotild not
brbear touching on this point : but knowing that
thie' time and attention of the Court had been‘so
&i&geng&ged ‘on that ‘day, heshould not {respass
w %uch more upontheir patience = yet he hopedhe
llif'hlght be permitted to'say; that he perfectly agreed

",:f' GEI2 d{_ﬁvw'{

_'his speech, the recommendation”.of which: he
%Wd would be adopted. His Lordship had said,
|5 % he could 'assure  the House, ‘Hiso ‘Majesty’s
wg_kM‘msw's, from a sense of public quty,. and mot
ggmﬁm ‘a wish of flattering any gentleman “con~
with -either of the two contending in-
!erests, ‘had adOpted the plan he  proposed ;
; thmdy, a conciliatory ‘plan, that the two: jarring
u:ladhterests of the Easbhdxa Company and the
. ¥ Pablic should begmtedm such'a way asito be
%b&mﬁqiaﬂo both.!® »He: perfectly agreedsin the
%numments sof 'the moble Lord, and’ be ‘hoped it e
‘#Uwodmlhd\ie the'effect of reconciling those jarging
Mrmm« of tthompany-and ‘thie Pubhc but het

. s

.
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@ “with Lord Castlereagh inthe concluding part of -
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. was affaid that the Company did net wish, with o ,,
~his honourable friend, Mr. Hume, to meet the Pﬂb
lic, like husband and wife, who had differed alit-
tle in opinion.. Husband and wife; he admitted, *
+ - should.ineet half way in sugh -a case4 but he.did
not think the Company would be quite so affec- o
tionately disposeds ‘The East-India Cotnpany and
the Public were .rather to be considered; like
father and son: the father thinking he never *
could give toa littlé, and the son, that the fatbet
could, never give too much. (A loud. laugh)
He did hope and trust, however, that the con~ ,
tending interests between the East-India Com-
-+ pany and the public would be amicably adjusted ;
«.and that when they came together—the public,
as the som, would ¢onsider that the father »lllltf_‘f_‘3
other children to provide for: and whatever the
». parent hag to give to the son, he would give it i
‘with geod humour and-grace ; but, at the same ﬂ_“'
time, shew parental tenderness for the interests of
his younger children.
Now, there was one ground upon whlch be
~iwould stangd on this occasnon, which wds—-that
» if-any right or prmlege was to be takenaway 4
+ from the Company, there ought to be an: equive~
* . dent for the lods; and there were three: grand
. -points-upon-which he, would demand that.equi=
*. _valents the rest he shouid be disposed to leave.for

’ *
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' more det: 1led arrangements. ‘The principle upon

gw ich fe wpuld make this demand was this,

(keépmg up the simile of father and son) that if

lq was not for the East-India Company, as a pro-

B vldent father, those children could not expect to

, have had a fortune atall. The first point, there-
.}'Qre, wouldbc toascertain the interests of theEast-

: Indxa House in ‘Asia; the sgcond, as to the

- g)ode of paying off the debt of 4£30,000,000;
and the third and last, but most important une

g at,\ubtcdlya was the reestablishment of the Com-

i pgny itself. He thought this should ‘come

la,st of the three, to shew, that they were not

. pctuated by those narrow selfish views which
mlghl: be supposed to influence the conduct of

B individuals ; but that, asa public body of men,
they were anxious to deserve all the praises, which
Lord Castlereagh had bestowed upon them; and _
that they should do nothing to dlmxmsh the high

~ character ascribed to th_em by the noble Lord ;

. and that they might not place themselves in such

' asituation, that their enemics might say, the noble *

: iord lad gncn, therfi a character which they. did

E 3 pot deserve
: Havmc trespassed so long upon the time of the

, *Court, he should now; conclude by expressmga

pe, that whatever they'gave, they would give

4\; hberallx but, at the same ﬁme, consuicrmg .

;
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his due, because they had otber chﬂdren fo'pm,-
vide for.
The Rev. Mr. Thirltwall sald ‘he was extr&mejx ,_3‘,
sorry tb trespass, at that hour of the day, upon
the patience of the Court; but= he assurcd"f ‘
them he did not rise to prolo.ng the general d
cussion upon the,’great question, which had al-
ready undergone so much consideration and hasi ;
exhausted almost every argament. But there 1 m§ :
one point which had been descanted upon by an,*
honourable and learned gentleman (Mr. Jack«--'
son) and by another honourable gentleman (Mr.
.Hume) in such a way, that were he to sit stlll
and not offer his sentiments, however humble a an
individual he was, he thought he should not dléz
charge the duty he owed to himself and that body
of.men ofewhich he was an unworthy mcmbcr.
He must tell that learned and honourable gentle-
man he was most completely mistaken in the
opinions,sentiments, and dispositions of the Cler, ry 5 4
of the Established Church of this Country: and
it was too much for him (Mr Thirlwall) to hcat }
without denying, that they had the dlsposmons
attributed to them by that honourable gpntlemaﬂ
Had the honourable and learned gentleman site
ply contented hjmselfewith saying that he would
protest agajnst an 'ecclesiastical estabhshment b

. T2
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¢ in Iridia; he' (Mr. Thiriwall)-would -have ‘had
nothing: to say :to: that rpeint, “though'he shoald~

~ certainly 'differ from him: ' but, when he ‘heard-
such. harsh- expressions of -hostility. towards. the

‘episcopal church, hee was sorry - the hofiourable

- gentleman should have suffered his feelings to lead
him into so unmierited an attack upon their-cha<

" racter. - He ‘was the mores distressed at such
observations because he did not expect them from
agentleman whose speeches he had heard with

. so'much pleasure and satisfaction. - "The henour=
able gentleman thought that the appointment of
Bishops in India would be injurious to the wel-
fare of that country in a temporal point of view ¢/
for that episcopacy was naturally united withZempo-
ral power. - The honourable gentleman was com<
pletely mistaken in that proposition. Episcopacy
depended not upon temporal powere and-yithe |
respect to the supposed danger arising ‘from' the
establishment of episcopacy in India, it was'
contradicted - by - the facts and experience
of other countries. In America Bishops: were’

. established; and yet no ‘danger was everex-/
pected to arise or' had ever arisen from their
uppointment.  Episcopacy  was ~established 'in’

" Niova Scotias - The Bishops -in: “that country had -
-nothing to do with - polities. : They: were: wholly-
~ unconnected with temporal power : and he never- e
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heard of- any danger arising from that esjablish=' ®
ment.  Perhaps the Court was . not aware that' .
episcopacy in‘Scotland existed without temporal*
power ; and he believed there was not an‘order®
of men M the history of the most pious christians,” .
who ever surpassed the Scotch bishops in the:
blameless tenour of their lives. , He knew: many'
of them, and they did honour to that churchof:
which they were members. It was fallacious>
reasoning, therefore, to contend that episcopacys
was inseparable from temporal power.: On the*
contrary he would maintain, that episcopacy wass.. -
not at all hostile either to civil or religious free-"

"~ dom, or.to any other of the advantages which!

rendered society valuable. He (Mr. Thirlwali)!
would -not yield to the honourable gentleman or
to any man, insentiments of unlimited toleration;

«toall classessand denominations of christians ; but:

he did.cldim for himself, and for episcopacy, all:
those ecclesiastical privileges which, whether theys
were to be.carried into.India or not, were iex=)

® tremely.necessary in his opinion, and inseparably .

connected with .ecclesiastical government.. Ams
honourable: gentleman (Mr Hume) had stated;
that 'there. were a-. .great’ number of ('anlaum?
in:India, and a great number. of ecclesiastical
appointments undgr theeprotection and patronage:

* of the Company. - He “was not aware: that the. .

’ LJ



i}'ﬁxﬁ AT rEn

Géﬁ'g?m 50 mmerous in”that country ; but if
M‘Wére, it was an argument in favour of epxsco—
- pal‘appointments, in order to the good govern-
~ miént of the clergy. It was of the very essence
of cpucopal goverfiment that - there should be
such appointments: but it did not, therefore,
nécessarily follow, that‘ternpora'l power was in-
‘téparably connected with epiecopal ‘power. They
were ‘as distinct as possible.  Now, he was a
~amember of the national establishment, and why ?
* Because he 'was an episcopalian. 'He évas an
episcopalian, because he was a member of the
Protestant establishment. ~Supposing he should
'~ cross the Tweéd, he ‘would not necessarily becoine
a‘member of the national establishment of Scot-
land; but he ‘would be subject ‘to the ‘episcopal
government ' of that country, unconnected with
temporal power. Now, when th¢ honourabl
gentleman had stated ' that temporal power was
- intimately connected with 'episcopal, that' wis
‘a’‘very strong argument “against ‘his statement ;
and therefore he begged td set him right upon that
point.' He Kknew that ‘many p€ople laboured
under avery great mistake, (and it was an error
~ he'wished to correct) with respect to episcopal
government ; mamely, the idea of temporal power’
being' essentially ‘connelted “wifli' episcopal’pri-
yileges.: Themmre, ‘when'He' Keard those“harsh”
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expressions_of _the, hanoyrable gentleman, wh“.' .
he heard him spcak of that ambmqus, asumingy
arrogant (he was not quite sure that the honours
able gentlemzm used _the last word), but that -
* ambitious aspiring dlsposmom as if itwas abso-
lutely essgnnal to the support of episeopacy that '
the Bishops and church dignitarigs"shoula be am-
bitious and aspiring, he begged to tell that ho -
nourable and learned gentleman, and all who en~
tertained similar opinions, -that history and expe-,
rience cpntradicted such statements. ThisCountryy
‘he maintained, was indebted to the clergy and
episcopacy for her liberties. Cou'd any man.look
“-back ‘to the period of the Revolution, and,
recollect the magnanimous and heroic conduct of;
the six Bishops in the Tower, without being
convinced, that there was nothing in the prine
wpleg of episcopacy hostile to civil liberty ? . To
hear, thertfore, such language, as_that vsed by
the honourable gentleman, would be :higlly
unbecoming in him, if he did not, at the moment
~ Point out the. injustice done to the character of
the hierarchy ef this country. Hé himself was;
a very bumble man, but certainly. of an: inde<
pendent, mind ; and. he would do justice sto>the!
®*bench of bishops, and contradict the statement vaf;
thc honourable genglemars, by:saying, that thered
+ ‘Was nothing of an aspiring ambmous charact:pm

’ »
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E o""thedxsp‘oahon of those right reverend pemmc It
:?7':«‘.' 'was trie, they had temporal privileges in this cotin-

- ii they had a right to them: but they bore their
onours withmeeknessandhumility: they had never
shewn anf disposition to violate the principles of *
- our’ frce Constitution. On the contrary, upon all
~ occasions, they'|, ad evinéed themselves anxious to
st ~uphold the prirciples of libesfy, and maintain the
" freedom of t}.e Constitation. With respect to the
.ilgnourable gentleman’s (Mr. Hume) argument,
* that instead of increasing the number of ghaplains
and clergy on the Indian establishments, they
. ought to be diminished, he never heard so ex-
- traordinary an argument in a christian assemblg.
. The argument of the honourable gentleman went
_ ‘the length of saying, that all attempts to ‘convert
i the poor unenlightened Hindoos to Christianity
. should be given up. Such an iéea‘ﬁlleg hign
* - with horror. Good God! Did the ‘*honourable
. . 'gentleman recommend the Court to exclude the
. Bible from'the shores of Hindostan, lest, by en-

Jightening ‘the ‘pogr Hindoos with the knowledge .
o the true God, ‘they tvould be subjected to the
q tcmporary inconveniences of this world - 'Would
. " he praclude those unhappy men, from paft‘icipating

~/"“in the blessings of divine. truth and enjoying d
,‘ bksned eternity 2 Wenld he not “endeavotr to

. rescue them from that misery. in which their

L}
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cndeavouno amehora:e shen- condmon ? Co' _
sthat honourable gent?etﬁan bear of the dreadful - ':@i
% and unnataral sacnﬁces daily made ‘amongst t?e' ’fw
.+ poor Hindoos, without en&mlmbg JSeelings of |
horror;? ‘Could he hear of a ife bcmg offered up ;
-as avrcnm to the maﬁes of her hu;and and
those ather dreadful rites’ and c!cremo ¢s which
usually took plac& on such occ:aslons, W{thmﬂ
‘wishing that the blessings of Christianity mf'ﬁf‘o
disseminated anfongst an unenhgﬂtenéd
whos¢’ conditxom wnhout such means,
be ameherated,,? ‘Hewas. sorry t tohaveéMieard such
. arguments from. the honournble genﬂ an,. and. -
. be hoped he would ‘excuse him for having thus
warmly expressed his dissent from such opinions. "ﬁ
Mr. Randle Jaclson b&cd Jeave to c\piaia.., :
He said the rcv¢rend Qpﬂeman ‘bad put words,
*intd his, mouth ‘which-he  should’ be’ exrremt:ly
sorry, should go fgxth from that place, as expres. '}i;l
sive of his senu,ments. uncbntradtcted It wis
* not very likely that- “a ‘man, who was. hlmsclfa\
mempber of the establ ished charch, and whose life
had been a Lfe of reVei'cnce towarda the esta< -
bhshed hu:rarch! 1&“ Tas country, should now,
speakso lightly QF‘ihem,,as the reverend vcntle-
. man’ Was pleased to say he had spoken.” But he
. bggged to rcmmcf!hedourt what the propmltlon b
2 v
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" .
was; that he really contended for.. It was fhls"!"f
that bxglf and vaulting ambition - was inseparable
, .from high station. . That was what _he said, and *
what he would now contend for. He alluded
‘'to_mo- particular persons or class of individuals s
',’ _for he thousht that ‘the _appointment of alord
- chief justice or aBishop, with a splendid stipend,
‘was_ near] alhed to  temporal influence and
power. And to him it would" make no sort of
difference what the profession of the person was,
‘who was vested with such high.temporal power
and influegge, because the danger- from such in-
ﬂuence ' be the same in the one, as in the
other.” ATl he now contended for was, that if
such appointments were made, and accompanied
by that power which was. inseparable from high
staticn,. it would be a most dangcxbns bbgmnmg.
He deprecated such a commencement, ‘and he _
E hoped in God that it might pever. take roat, .
| . Mr. Hume was sorry,. again, to trouble. the
¢ Court but he must be allowed to say something
in answer to the reverend gentleman, who had
put. words intq, his ‘mouth which he bhad never
used., He denied that. he alluded to polmgél
power, as connected with«the bishops, - -He had
“stated that. no -man would be'more, anxious- 40
see_a religious establxshment -onder certain,, re-
‘gulations,.in, Indla, than he wib. He was sure ¢
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R s
the Colirt'would do'him the justice to rccollcéi"' e
fhat "he“began” with that very observanon“ bui-
“he concluded by stating, that there were, at pre-*
sent, ‘clergymen’” in’ Indn, sufficient " for every
clefical, duty that was reqyired. F{js chief" ob-
jection was“ipon the score of econgmy ; and he
.denied that "he had used those 1mpro_§ler expres-

57
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sions attributed to hitn by the reVerend gentlcman 2

( Criés of question ! ¥ question !)

“The Rev. Mr. Tlurlwall expressed his wamfr-

ness fo apologlze to both the honourable gt:mia'h e

men if he had misunderstood them. !
"Mr. Hume repeated that his objcctnon was

5 upbn the score of economy.

“Mr. Lowndes, as'a member of the university of
Oxford, declared that he ‘must be allowed to say
he had used "no expression of" disrespect, in<"

, dividually,; towards the Bench of Bishops. He

had the greatest ‘respect ‘for those reverend

prelates, as ‘connected with the church estab]xsh-‘
ment in England’; but in India, he must say,'-
®* he really did not see the necesmy of havihg such
appointmenty. 'On the cdntrary, 'he'’ smccrely

thought they would be' dangerous (Cry of Spoket
spoke!’ question? -quéstion !)—~The honourablc.f’

gentleman was ,froceedmo to, make some furxhé'i' :

obsewduons-whcn BH

1 The “Deputy C’lmzrman mte*poscd and” called
* v 2 ‘
'] \
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mé‘liwnémbk gentlemn ‘to order, vefainding
ﬁfn"'ﬂﬁl fie had already bad an oppbrmnity M’
dehvermg his sentiments, -
-~ "Mir. Kinnard Smith rcqucs'ted permission to
sty "a few words. - He sincerely hoped that those
- gentlcmen who advocated the canse of the Com-
- pany in the Howse of Commons would still per-
_ Severe in their exertions to obtain such a charter
‘s would be' perfectly consistent with the interests
as well' of the Country as of the Company. He
~ doubted not that the terms would be’ hberar but
' ‘at'the same time, e thought that if the trade were
opened in the way proposed by Lord Castlereagh

e<unless there was a very great retrenchment - .

“Both’in this country'and in India, of the expencés
“of the Company, and likewisc a reduction of all
“their officers of every description, and of their

pcnsnons,-—-—xt would “be impossible for them to_

“exist. At the same time, he ‘did hoPe and frust
“that 'His Majesty’s Ministers weuld'in some de-
J%%x’e'e abate of” their original intefition“of opening
"tHe Outports, znd that the Company would at
“Jeast find thiemselves in "a better gondition.than
wﬂ'fey éipéuéd * Indeed, heé himself thought the
| ‘proposmom Lrought forwurd by Lord Castlereagh
z "’had‘not gone the length which had’ been feared.
| PABdMe also did hope and trust, that they: would

&bnsider the ‘existence and support ‘the property ¢

Ll
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and; welfare of thousands wiho wele aepcndm
- upon the determination.of the question in whate;m
way it should be considered.
The question was then put from the Cbmr,
. upon the Chairman’s ongmal resalutxon, and.car-
ried qnammously a.ly | »,g
M. Hume again rose, under some ;nurmurs Of
" the Court, to propase his motion ; observing, Q} L
the same time, that if it was the wish of tbg
Court that he should withdraw it, he would do o,
A cty of move, move !) : ' e -;J k
The question after having been scconded qu
then put from the Chair, when
Mzr. R. Jackson rose to deprecate the motmn.
-He hoped the honourable gentleman, from a cone
sideration of the circumstances in which  the
‘Company now stood, would himself pursue that
lmc of concxhatory conduct he had recom-
m!nd;d, Gy withdrawing it. _In the first place,
he begged to state what the proposition of the =
-honourable gentleman was. It went to pledge
* the whole Court and the whole body of the
East India Compdny in @ vote of thasks, as’
it were, to the Minijsters, for the liberality they
had shewn upon this occasion. Now, for bu/ P
own part, whenshe considered how mifch of the
independent feeling of .the Court would be sacti-
» . ficed by-accedirfy to tflat resolution, he must give,

oL
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ﬁxene, hss decnded negative to it.: for eyen if: the
© Ministets had taken up&he cause with.some de-—_
. gree jofliberality, which he (Mr, Jackson) ac-

_ knowledged they had, yet still such a resolution
- as this wota;ﬂld not only be .inconsistent: with the,
" whole. proceedings. in. their present stage, but
. would be amerlg useless, as it respected the gene-,
" yal interests of tlie Company. He not vonly saw
. moioccasion for passing this resolution of -ac-
: knowledgment to that liberality . which. the ho-:
" nowrable gentleman stated to have actuatéd. the
'-q;nduct of Ministers, but he saw d;nger to the

interests of the Company, by its laying them, as it
wereyat the feet of Administration. - He would.

.put it fo the good sense of all who heard him,

whether they would be likely in any way to im-

- prove their interestsby laying themselves at the feet;

of Ministers? And he would leave it to the fair.

* . consideration of the honourable .gentleman lime
~ self, whether it would not be stultifying the con-
. duct of the Court in the most, extraordinary. way,
- after,they had passed certain resolutions, and re-

- cognised certain principles, inconsistent with some

of the resolutions proposed  to the House. of
CommonsP Even, the iconduct .of the honour-

‘able genileman himself would appear inconsistent

in;some respects, becanse he had- set out with

acknowledging those views. - But.the honourable:

G v
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gentleni@’s proposition ‘assumes that there’ wd
really @ ‘hostile feeling,"and an indisposition’ 6!‘
the part “6f the ‘Court 'to #ieet the Ministersy »
Now if that were really the case, such a proposi
» tion might be very scasonable. The honourdble .
gentleman stated his reason for makmrr this prof- 1
position 'to be, that that Court mlght sg0 o in "
their share of the negociation, In a conciliatoryt
mignnét : “but he whuld ask, was it necessary foft /
stich a resolution to be adopted by the Court, m‘
order f.o indece them to do that which theirowft
good sense, their own respect to themselves, theie
own convenience, and their own interests, would
. prompt them to do? Surely, there was everydiss
position in the Court, witheat that sort of ‘man
date which the honourable gentleman’s motion
COnhmed ,to become conciliatofy There was
cvery disposjtion to become 50 “notwithstanding
antyﬁdua the honourable gentleman might entér=
tain upon the sabject.’ ‘But the honourable gens
tleman' did-not content himself with the mere at~
* tempt at, perstiasion, his resolution was couched
in terms of command. Tt was like a mandatory, 0
.order upon the Court to ‘crouch at the fect of
_ Minigters : ¢ that you'de forthwith enterinto con~) _
o sideration with th® King's Government; Sicknowds
ledge the * liberality of their views; and thank’
;. them fot what yolt have obtained from, therm ¥ os j
. ' A
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that was as much as tosly,&gt&ﬂn
, éﬁd‘& not get all they had been wishin
—as Yhey could not get’ that owhich w‘hsaséeﬂ“t
10 their interests, thcy should content "themsﬂ
with jast so much, if they could get no, better.
at, he would ‘é'&,'be a wise resoht n for
._ﬁi“'budyhkathem o adopt'r’ Howcoulda propfnnon
th:s kind Iead toa concxlsatory adjustmenl;, rf

fos and the proposmon by’ theu‘ conduct?
7 a spontaneous, u nsolxcxted inherent dis-
?on to concxllatxon was a ’better assurance to -
5 aJesty s government of the sincerity of the
v mpany in their conciliatory disposition, than
:dy forced, stiff, and formal declaration upon the~
ﬁxe subject. He knew the formet was the tet-
_ per and dlsposmon of the Court 3 and therefore
. there was no oceasion to make any humnhatmg
pfofesslons of it: and he had 'po hesitatiort in"
\ fﬁymg, that, whether it was the Directors or'thé
' Administration which thought a communication
necessary with each other, that communicaticn, «
%enewr it took place, would be attended with
the highest passible hosour to ‘both' parties : ‘but]
ﬂ' present, he was persuaded, the ‘Court’must
- see'it would: be exceedingly illtimed to require
~ fhat Gemmunication ; pcffediy 'permaed, as he
ﬁimﬁu"&e gded scssse of meCom and thu .

: wi“eﬁ}!m, i3 2y 3 9 lghmt o M az
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- ral. dcsxre they must have to consult thcu' own |
ﬁ:rcste, would induce thcm to remové every x:n;
pedwwnt to conciliation,  For his own part, he ﬂ
really thought the resolutions of the honourable |
gentlemAn, if adopted, woull be an aetual impes ‘%
diment to conciliation, at the samestime that they .
were inconsistent with each othgr The first sefi”
out with acknowlgdging the justice and the lx- g
berality of those resolutions laid before Parha-_
ment, loo'nthur with the substance of the condu;%. ,,
of the Court "and contained a great deal of i impor- - ¥
tant matter. But the second desired the Direc- -
tors to go upon their knees, to communicate the
temper of the Court, in an audience with Hz;
Majesty's Miuisters, and to desire that thgg
wonld do for the Company—noj all that they
(the Company) could wish,—but all that they
't,he.Mlmste?s were willing to do for them. Now
what advautafre could be expected from such a
proposition ? for that was the substance of the
o honorable gentleman’s motion. He hoped the
Court tflerefore, wotlld egneur with lum in
beagecl)mg tile honorable gentleman, that he’
wpﬂd not_avail himself or take advantage of the
, usual forms of a, public assembly, tospropose® -
resolutionsof that kind ; for he must know how
o itwould read wjth the public, that such Resolue
Uons of, an )zonorable Proprietor in that Court

i X, \
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w%i‘e posltwely negatived » and he woutd put it
to ‘the Konorable gentleman’s own good sense;
- whether the real interests of the Company would
?' _ be gonsulted by such a course of proceedmg r
b For, surely} the Codrt would never bﬂng itself

{4" “support Tesolutions, which told them that
. they must’ throm themselves at the feet of His
f; ‘ Majesty's Ministers to ask for bifs and scraps.
E"_JT“ Such conduct would not contribute much to the
% respectability and character of th¢ Comwpany,
. and therefore he should hope that the honbrable
4? gentleman would think it advisable to with-

_ draw-his metion.—(Cry of Withdraw ! With-

" draw Y ¢
M. Fume again rose, and said that, in justice

‘to himself, he hoped the Court -would permit

him to say one word in explanation. " He could

have no sort of intention what_ever, gither® to

g - degrade the Company, or demean it in the eyes

' of His Majesty’s Ministers. . Bat when he reeol-

~ Jected what had passed on a former occasion, and ¢

that the assertion on the°part of Certam -gentle-

men was, that His Majesty’s Ministers had broken

off ithe conference with the Company, héhad

&mught,‘that ‘the best way of ®ecuring concilia-

tion, on the part of His Majesty’s Ministers, was

.~ fo adopt the resolutions ‘e had proposed ; and, ¢

k therefore; considering the discussion the House

2
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of Commom as the advance courteouss he was ‘“
‘willing that this Court should meef the House .
halfway. - He had no objection to obliterate ‘
from the resolution the word “ lLberal,” aud ';f
leave if in the more geuer®l terms M which it -
was cmve)ed He should, with gitat deference -
to the Court, still persevere m},akmg their senao ' ’2
upon it. T
Mr. Jackson said, that the alteration s.u,:,gews
ed, by no peans obviated his objections to the
motidn, a8 b
An universal cry of, Wzthdraw' Withdraw! -
Adjourn ! Adjourn ! proceeded from all parts of ,
« the Court ;—when Mr. Hume again rose. and J‘
said, that, as the sense of the Court appeared to
be so strong - against his motian, he should be
cxtremely sorry to press it: he would therefme
* withdrayw it
The hon. gentleman’s motion was accordmgly
withdrawn.
» A general cry of Adjourn! Adjourn! from L
all paxts of the Counrt, and the Deputy Chair,
. man had put ’the questiot of adJoumment whea ¥
Mz. Hume again roge.” He said he had a pro- P
. position to make to the Court, whicl, he was
sure, woilld meet with the unanimous approba-~
* tion of all thesg®ntlemten present. He thought,
on a2 momntous oceasion like the present, the
X 02 |
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déé iim a former occasron ; and ‘he was' sare”
t 'no man there would be willing to- deprive
THimself, on ‘an occasion like this, of the  opper-
éﬁi’ﬂt to express his approbation, and hl: fcel-
ings of gratitude, towards the conduct of ‘a a yen-
tleman who had's eminently distinguished him-
self 'by his exertions and his’ talents during the
whole of the negociaiion :—he meant their hon.
it Chairman, Sir Hugh Inglis. He was extfemec-
Iy anxious to follow the example of the Géneral
B Coutt of Directors and Proprietors, on the 3d of
April 1793. As they were not likely to meet

'April, he was sure the Court would excuse him
for having availed himself of this opportunity,

however late it was in the day, of movmrr the

and Chairman, whose public duties, cvery man,
~ he believed, would admit had been productive of
the greatest advantage to the Company. (Hear!

hear! jear!) He was desirous therefom, that
 this Just testlmony should be borne to his valuable |,
hl'vxces on ‘the presents oceasion. . Without
koubhng'the Court any furthtr at present, he
- should conclude by'meving : — % sy
j\« 7 That in consequence of th& 4mportant ser-

% vices rendered by Sir Hugh InglieyBart. dur-

.o \

’34 again before the annual election on the 14th of -

thanks of the Court to the honoyrable Director -



Jhad fivst roposed his motion, .he (the Deputy

N
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. ing thepresent negociation with His Majestyg'w
« Ministers- for the renewal of the® éompany

¢ Charter, it is recommended to the Court ?
“ Directors, after the election of Dlrectors o A
“ the {4th of April next, %o solicit *the aid and. «
« dssistance of the said Sir Hugh Inglis, Bart. *
¢ during the remainder of*the';)egoc}ation, and
 that he now be®added ta such Committee or
¢ Committecs as may be appointed for that purs
£ P(‘e-” . ' 1 £ ‘

* M2 Rock seconded the motion. e W)

Mr. Kinnard Smith stated in a few words his -
concurrence. -

Mr. Hume said this was a resolution-of thankgéfé;
similar to that voted to Sir Francis Baring- inthe
year 1793 : and he doubted not,but that the hk .
unammltv would prevail on the present occasioni®

Some, d%ubt scemed to be entertained by thé "I
Directors, as to the regularity of the procecdmg,
when

‘The Deputy Chairman addressed the Court
and sayd, he hoped he might be pumnth to ex-
press- himself upon the* proposition which had
been so liberally and so handsomely made by the
honorable Proprietor ; who, on this occusion, ha
paid a jult tribute to the merits of their worthy
Chairman. - When the honourable Proprietor .|
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Cba-lrm%n) had imagined that there was no pres
cedent for «a proceeding so desirdble in. itself
“and 50 agreeable to bis own feelings.  But it now
became his duty to state, that upon inquiry, he
was’ bappyto find ¢he same honour had been
conferred on Sir Francis Baring, in the year'1793,
as had beeii allulded to by the Lonourable gentle~
man. . He beggveg leave further to state, that he
had not the least knowledge, nor the least anti-
cipation, that the honourable Propnetor weant
'to'pay,that merited compliment to the honoarable
Chairman, He could only say, that having fre-
quent occasions of knowing the zeal of his ho-

nourable friend’s mind — the anxiety he felt for the

“interests of the Company—the watchful and active
share he had taken in promoting its welfare—his
“ardency in embracing every opportutity to for-

ward those interests, and in a mamaer which®

could not be surpassed je——and knowfng, too,
that no circuﬁlstance, however diffienlt or
perilous, could induce that honourable person to
sacrifice those interests ;, it became hlm, it was
as well his duty as his gratification,® to say, that

if such should be the testimony of theu' appro- '

“lation and confidence for his_honourable col-
league, be should be bappy in seeing ¢he Com-
pany continue to be beneflted by the talents and
services, which: had so much and so honguraoly

\

43
o.‘,
h .:‘, ot

F¥a



>

EAST-INDIA HOUSE, o7 "N N

dtstmgmshed him,—although, in commog course,
" #he honourable Chairman would be $oon qut of
the Direction. ' At all events, it would be a due
testimony to his character and his abilities ;—and
the apymbatmn of the Count, to a md hke his,
would, he knew, be deemed the highest rewavdk
to which his ambition could’ aspire. There
was one other observation he would take the
liberty of making. He thought this act of
justice, whigh was so henourable to the worthy
dbject of it, would be a sure presage 'of the
strength of the Company's cause, and would .
add to the probability of its success.—It would
.shew that the measures which had been hitherto:
pursued, meeting with such warm approbationy
were er?y still to be followed, and that neo
change in’ that system could be desired or ex-
“exprcted, Which -had centributed so ‘much to the
welfare and advan'tao'e of the Company. (Hear!
hear! hear!) It wasa strong indication of an

» intention, o the part of the Court, to persevére

in that, policy which . added’ so much to the
et’rength and good govermment of British India. %

He would still intrudg another observation, with'
the permission of the Court, in allusion to thé&r”
motion wilieh thé honourable Proprietor had pto-'z :

o posed, but whish he, With so much delicacy for:

the feelingspof the Court, had withdrawm=—=In’



dgat’: t‘he past he thoﬁg‘ht the Coiirt ougf:f
draw sofne presage of the fatute. By that.’ ,
i was past they were best able 'to anti-

fnﬁ'pate what might ensue. From the past it

suld be seen ai € acknowledged, that no
‘opportunity had been lost by the Directdrs® of

_ promoting ‘every’ feeling of conciliation ; and he

By

as sure he might with equa] justice add, that
the Court of Directors would never in future do
aqyﬂﬁng inconsisteut with the mterests of the
~ Comip n§ : but, on the contrary, that' they would
i Beek every opportunity of conciliation consistent
mth the great object at stake, and’the important

, charge imposed upon them.—What they had ,

“already begun they would continue to persevere

i in¢ andso far as he, personally, was concerned,

he hoped he <hould again have the honour of
rendermg them his humble but ﬂnthfm ser vicgs: ®

“and he assured them, that no means should be
g spared on his part to profect the East-India Com-

pany in the moment of dlfﬁculty and danger.

- Thut should be the great oBject of his Me 3 and

' fobecome instrimental i its protecﬂon woqld be
“the proudest honour hc could desire. (Hed“ '

frear ') ¢

He hoped he had not said too fnuch ;-—he w&s‘!: '

"-."afnild if he had md lese e shouU ha\'c sald f.oo" )
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hig duty,  his granﬁcatxon, to watch aud ,prokcgh o
thelrfmterests.—Whercver he mxgh@p Placed i 14
thgy should ﬁnd him faithful and conscientidus,;. ‘,.p.‘;_‘,
anxious to devote his whole life to their honou: i
Land service.—He doubted not but the mutlon now .
propo;ed would be carried with that Unanﬂmty,‘.‘
whlch while it affords the hwhgsf hqnour to
the merit that elicits it, will @ive addltlonal
value to the vrateful'cestlmony of dpprobation. -+ 7,,.‘1
Mr. 7wmmg said, that having been a m&m-- ,»
ber of the Coust of Proprietors in the year, 1793,
when tfe resolution was, brought forward for .,
returning thanks to Sir Francis Baring, the then
% Chairman, and for continuing him in office . -

daring the negociation between His Majesty’s 4
then Ministers and the Company, it certainly
dld occur to his 'mind, that a resdlution of the -
same nature nurrht be offered upon the preseat
occast’on, z\pprcvmg the conduct of their honor.
able Chairman, though he never mentioned it,
But he did not wish that the motion should come;
Aom the side of the bar on which he bt the..
honor fowit, from motivés sufficiently obvious -
to nqu‘any uplanatlon. "He was convinced, ..
however, that some honorable gentleman on the 3
sother side of t@e’bar would propose "doing /
that for Sir ﬁugh \nghs whieh had been-done \
for bnrl Barmg # and it was with p&uhar plea-
5 @ Y
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- sure ﬁe heard the Banowble gentleman bring
forwaYd A& motion, whith, be was sure, would
gll‘e infinite satisfaction to every member of the
Court present,

« The Deputy Chairman said he berrgcd leave

to setona the monon.

1

[Howcver,, being iuformed that it was alrcady
seconded, he then put the question, which was
- carried unanimously with lold acclamations. ]

Mr. Rigby said he would not, at this moment

“-of the day, have prcsumed to occapy thc atten-

“ tion of the Court at all, had not a circumstance
oceurred to his mind, upon which he would
take the liberty of putting a few questicns.’

v After the brilliant display of talents, and after
all the iformation that bad been laid before
the Court vpon this subject geperally, a cir-
cumstancz  had occurred to him but [ad
escaped others, and which le thought réquired
explanation. What he alluded to, was the secu-
srity of the pension paid by the Company to the
mo# noble the Marquis of Wellesley.  He wds

~ desirous of knowiog whether this subject would
', be taken into the comsideration of th'e Court >
. Jtoccurred to his mind, from some observations
which fell from au hovorab'e. gemleman, (Mr®
Lowndes) respecting the Government making

good the sdeurities of the (on\pany, m case the
. , ~

.
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iected, that the per‘mon of {5000 per annud to K
Marquis Wellesley, was for twenty years from
the year, 1798, provided the, Company’s exclu-

sive trade so long existed. It hm} ocdur \d\
to his mmd that perhaps the pery Circsmstag) b 1_,,".~
nhight ,_(ausc in the noble Mafquis's mindY
degree of dglicacy, w *hich might péthaps interfer
with the Itne of his puhhgdg;yl Feeling ‘that
thg no&]e Mtrquis might suppose Inmsdf to
appear interested in the event of this qumtmn,
though his independent mind Wwould disdain so
uuworthy a consideration, he (.\lr Righyv) was .=

desirous to free him, even from the shadow of"dq
imputation on the subject ; and should therefore
be-glad to learn if any means could be devised
g secure thg nob'lc Marquis’s pensidn, an(l? at
the same time, relieve him from all appearance
of obligation. This was merely a suggestion
of his'ewn, which he thvew out for the consis

“deration of the Court ; and certainly it Wit not

his interirion to, make any’ motion on the subject.
“'Mr. Lowndes said in a few words, that certainly
-the noble Marquus-& peasion ought, and, he dared ,
“ to say, would be placed upon such a footmg as

to secure it from danger., o
The Dep,u'y Chairman begged lea\e to state,
- ¥ 3 {
o 4 o
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‘that xt would not be in the power of ‘the Dn'e‘:
: tor57 to® accomplish what was pro[-osed by‘th
honorable Proprietor. It was a matter in which,
at present, they could not interfere, and it must
rémain for future consideration. ’
7 [After a few words from Mr. Hume, -pointing
“lout onecor t- 7o terbal alterations in the vote of
Q‘ thanks to Sir Hugh Inglis, wluch were acceded
_ to, the Court adJourncd ]
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