
EAST-INDIA HO s. . 8 

If therefore the Compan.y had the comm"arid of. 

the wh~lc country left to them,-if they had tne 
whole military force in their hands-and if the 
China trade was secure to them, which, in. a 
commercial point of , view, was the most import ... 

ant privilege of the Company, he saw nc;> danger 
whatever from conceding to the Outports what 
was proposed by His M ajesty's Minister j be
cause, with all these means within their grasp, 

there was no doubt whatever of their protecting . 
all their most valuable acquisitions. For his own 
part, he was very much at a loss to discover from 
whence the danger was to arise to the East-India 
~s~ablishments from opening the trade of their 
ports, with all these advantages in the Company's 
hands; especial1y when they had every thing . 
they could wish for, with one exception, which 
was, in fact, . the most inconsiderable of all the 
objects at stake. The argument of thosc ti"ntle
men was, that by suffering th t: trade to be carri~d 
on from the Outports to India, such would be the 
dispo!>ition of the persons trading, that they 
would in time overturn the <;ompany's establish· 
ments. Now, that was utterly impossible, when 
the nature of the boon intended to be granted 
to the Outports was considered. He could c 0-

ceive some force in the argu ment, if, instead of 
havin, a trade going from EngltlTld to India, It 

• .. 
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~as in ended to give a trade to the Outports from 
India to England. But as that was not the case, 
DO danger of that kind could be apprehended : 
h could not imagine <;tny, from giving to eight, 
teD, or fifteen ports, the benefit of an im
portatioq. trade from India. The only hazard 
that could arise would be from their becoming 

. ihcorporated with the establishments of India; 
but even then, judging from the administration 

<of affairs in India, no apprehensions of that k ind 
could be entertained. But still, as to the effect of 
giving the Outports this permission, he doubted 
whether that effect could be extensive: for, in 
Dlany points of view, it was merely a permission; 
and in many cases it c0uld not be enjoyed, even 
by those to whom it was extended: for, in truth, 
it would not be attended with so many real ad. 
vantages as th~ sanguine imaginat~ons of ,some 
men ascribed to it; and he apprehended that 
many of those who seemed so anxious to be pos
sessed of the privilege, would fine! afterwards 
,that their golden prospects were imaginary. If, 

. therefore, the Company were only called upon 
to concede and grant to them, a participation in 
+he trade, which was admitted to be unimport. 
~nt not only by many of the East-India Proprie
tors, but even by some of the Honourable Direc
",ors themselves, who stated m tb ir evidence that 
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they were not afraid of an ~pen trade, ~d that 
they were tontent6d to gratH to the Outports 

participation in those commercial advantages :-. 

If, therefore, this was admitted, there could.be 
no difficulty whatever in adjusting so itppor.. ' 

tant a point :-beside which, there ~aQ this 

fact admitted evcm by the Compauy, that they 

could then afford to trade at 1 S per cent. J?wer 
than they had hitherto been able to do. If this 

was the fac t, which he would not deny, as it w s. 
admitted on their own ,shewing, he was at a lO'SS 

to conceive what difficulty there could be in con
ced ing to the merchants of the Outports a small 
p(ntion of the import trade. For his own part, he" 
thought, so far should the Court be from shewing 
any d isposition of unwillingness to treat with the 
Government upon this point, they ought to come 

forw~rd an shew every possible disposition 
to meet his M~esty's Ministers, and say to 
them-" We have done all in our power to meet 
your views :-we have left no argument untried; 

w e have stated every thing that occurs to us upon 

the subject of our own illtecests, and the danger 

of an innovation. on our privileges; but if YOtl 

think. i~ is of advantage to the cQuntry that w 
should admit tbe Outports to a participation in 
OUr im port trade~we, who are equally anxioU5 

for the welfare ,pf our country-consent to give 

• 
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up such portion of our prjvilege~ as !Iou max-think. 
conducive to ,that advantage. If. yol,1 are o£ 
opini n that it is safe and proper, under the 
re~ervations you have left us, to give to the British 
merchants a participation in the trade to India, 
rce, as creditors, grater ul for ,the advantages al
.ready be'stowed upon us, gi ve our consent to such 
a participation." 
, It was his opinion that the ,Court of D ireators, 
as.a trading body, ought to look to those sources 
efrD~ whioh they were likely to derive the most 
adv~ntage, in a pe.cuniary point of view. It ap
peared by their own shewing, that the Indian 
trade had been carried on, not only at a very. 
heavy expence, but under very severe losses: 
while, on the contrary, it was stated, that hy 
pursuing their China trade, in that advantageous 
manner which it had been hitherto conducted, , ( 

their finances would be in a much more flourish-
ina state, and be every way mo~e conducive 'to 
the ,.general pro~perity of the Company: and 
hence, by parting with that portion of their trade 
which, they found by experience, could not be 
carried OJ) with ,advantage, they would, by the 
lteration, in ~ financial point of view, be gainers. 
~t the Company were not to lQok upon 

thmselves merely as TRADl~P. S'; they were to 
consider themselves as SOVE EIGNS; . and 

r 
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. 'he to -call upon the atten· ' the 

to .remin~ tJ1~m of the tiue point 
of view hl wliith thi great question 'ought to 

be consiaerod. This was not a meTe COI1l

merciaJ consideration, The Dlreetors wer~ ' to -look upon themselves in -' a more impdrtant 

light, natU Iy, as SO \' EREIG.NS OF I NDIA. They 
were to look to all those engagements a d 

relations by which.a gr at Empire woul nee 
cessarily be affected: and ther fo re, when he • 

saw no attempt on the part of Hi Majesty's 
Mini ters to touch the politic I privil ges of 

tile, ~ompany ; and, on the contrary, that th~re .. 
wa6 a dispositi on, on th ei r parts, to continue 
them, under proper regulations, it was their , 
b ou'oden duty to meet the wj hes of Govern

ment. The nature of those regulations was 

know!4' and 1 d been proposed. ' If they were 
not satisfactory, it was the duty of the Court 
of Directors to propose some measures more 

propitious to t'heir own views. If they did this, . 

SU~ was the spirit of conciliation H is Majes( s 

Nlinisters bad evinced upon is ti l ject, he was 

satisfied they ~ wou1d meet th e D i'l'ectors more 
than half way. ' If tho e Minisrers appeared 

re~dy to -giv~ every 'facility 0 a liberal and satl -
factory settlement of the Comp y" right, ought 

the ompany, e would ask, ' as SOVE RE I G S, 

N 
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to object, on their p~rts, to dispens~ with a por- ' 

fioD. of their trade to India? Moreovd, when th~y 
well knew that such trildt was a losing concern, 

was there any reason, he would ask, for resisting 

60 heir parts, a participation 'Of it? - E very 

-Consideration, he thought, should induce them to 
t!mbrace the terms proposed, and to . v-oid resist· 

, iog aryy di position to conciliation on the part of 

the Government, As Sovereigns of a great Empire, 
r and with a view to mee t their vast and increas

ing expences, ,they ought~ in a financial po in t of 

view, to she.w .h~, utmost readiness in accommo· 
dating themselVes to the suggestions <;If ,tbe Mini

ster. To prove that he \va ,right in his proposi
tion upon the .subject of fi nance, he would only 
o~si e that the Directors should make out their 
accounts; and IIpon their own shewing, he cen
tehde8, it would go against them? Upon thi he 
built his pr6posi tion; because he was ?tisfied, 
)h~t if the documents and accounts of the Com -

" 

pany were laid before any merchrlOt's clerk in 
L~mdon, who could keep a s t of books, he 
~ould ~hew, in a commercial poi'l) t 'Of view, (al-

, Jowlng fO.t those expentes incurr~d in carrying 
- oh the tomm~rte,) that the trade bf India was 

flot a ~ainjl1g tmde. Farther thait thi s he cpuJd 
hot ~o te ustain the propositiQQ fut whi{;h he 
cpntended. If it rould be ~verl, that it was 

I) 
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ot ·a gaining trade, syrely the prbpaJ 'f made 

by His Maj ty' Ministers mu ,t tend not to di
mini h, but- to acid c n iejerab1y to the rev nue 9f 
the l..ast InJ ia O.lmp ny; and this, t90. withput 
that risque , and I~abdity to Joss, to ' whi~h th~ 

C , -
ompaoywas at pr eotexposed. As 'OYE R1:.IG~ 

of India, anx,iolJs for their own inter~st ' , anq. 
j udging, as eery S vereign on earth ~ould, and 
ar; he hli11Self felt, if, a5 a part proprietor of. Ea t 
India stock, he might call h mself a SQvereig~ 

(a Laugh), they ought to adopt a step, so im .. 
portant to their own interest . , 

[Here the Chairman interposed, and ask,ed. 
, if he totight be p r itted ,to prefer a petitioQ? 
- (Ilellr! hem'! hear!) - He said, he wa 
obliged to leavt! the Court upoo particula r busi
ne~s, not his own. His worthy colleague, how
e,:e. (Mr. '~horntol1), he was Sl,lre wO\,Jld tl\ke 
the Chair for him, and would discharge the duty 
much better than he did .-( l/car ! ileal'! /U:PJ !)-:' 

:rhe Chairman then retired, when the Det1tl}J 
Chairman took the chair.] 

Mr. Iiume then resum d. To be short, h~ 

!a1d, he merely wi bed to urge, th~t thf' Coro
pany, in its presen t situation, ought fO }ll-O$e f 
the actual danger 'of not c needing whflt wa~ 
nb\yproposed :- hat they houlg consi~er them .. .. • 
• 

• 
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selves SoVEREIGNS 07 I ' Dr : that they ought 
fo abstract themselves a little from that nar

row commercial policy, which a privat~ merchant 

mf~ht b'e disposed to adopt for his own indivi

dual ' (ivan'tage, and boldly give up ev ry. thing 

which was of importance ta general welfare. 
What, he a$ked, were the narrow and selfish in
terests of a few individual- compared ~o the ge, 

neral welfare of the whole Coun r)' ? He there
fore besought the Court to consider themselves, as 

,SOVEREIGNS, called upon to part with a portion 

, of ,trade, not advantageous to them~elves, in order 
to attend to the mere important interests they 
had at 'take; and H Jet the Court," said he, " sa', 

ti fy itself of this fact, by looking to the calcula
tiol)s of the Company's trade during the last ten 
years, from the result of which they would find 
that the Indian trade had annually' decrea&ed:' 
" Vbetber this arose from the £u pension of the in. 

tercoursa between Great Britain and the other 
. countries of Europe, or from the extraordinary 
commercial policy adopted by our neighbours, he 
would not enquire; ,but the fact was so. They 

ought, therefore, with plea ure, to come forward, 
.d ~ay to the Minister, " If such meaSures wjil 

tend to increase the trade and prosperity of the 

Country, we are extremely happy to meet them, 
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ttu ting that G<;>vernment will not disp sess us 

of any thi ng whi~h is es cnriaJly nece sary to our 
security and welfare. 

It was. proposed, that His ~1ajestyls Mini ers 
should have power, with th e conSL'nt" of t Di
rectors, to make .such rcgulafons by Qrtlc rs in 
Council, as might be neces ary to the conduct 

of the trade, anJ s cirCUnl:.tallces migbt re
quire. In that point of view, the facilities pro

posed by Government would nece sarily advanc 

the interests of the trade, without ttouble or i -
convenience to the Company. He now beg

Q 
d 

to call the attention of tht: ho,nourabk D irectors 

,to wbat it wall the Company proposed to do. 
It was proposed to call evidence to the bar of the ' 
House, to prove that the trade could not be rna,,; 

terially increased. Now, if it should be proved 

that.it woulct not be materially inc-rea ed, couk 
tbat, he would ask, effect any tbing for tbe Com~ 

pany ~ If the trade should continue as it DOW" 

was, had not the Public, by their claims, a right 

to participation in that trade, when the charter 

ceased, which rt would d next year? And if 
the trade was to continue longer, why should /the 
Public be deprived of the chance of benefiting 
that, which was, jn the ha ds of the Company a 

losing concern? The chance, ure)', jf given t 

them, would i no way injure the Company· for 

• 
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it appeared that they· had lost by it w hile in their 
( POSlie sion. The honourab.e gent le ar. KMr. 

Jackson) though he argu.ed upon the ! probable 

danger to the Ind ia e tablishml!Ns, (ronl admi tting 

the tports to a par icipation in the trade, had not 
thought Rroper' 0 illustrate his argum nt by any 

fact Ihich could pro'Ve th e reality of the danger. 

He contented himself with asserting, .that such 

danger" would arise, and this, t oo, aLL ~l once , upon 

trl)~ admission of the Outports to a share of the 

Company' privileges. The faliacy of that arga

IDent ould be ew I by considering what really 

was the privilege propos, d. The danger sup

posed, 'to arise fr0m this cooces ion would be from . 

the inhabitants of the Outports settl ing in India, 
and ov rturning .the G .>vernment • . B'lt WdS it 

I really to be suppa ed, that the . town of Live r

pOOl, Bristol, and 'la~gow, were tOt e,xport !heir 

il'lhabitan ts to Ind ia? Were they to send out their 

population to settle in ihc-Company's posse ions? 

Surely this was too preposh, TOl.I ' .even to imagine. 

All that was propos d to be given to the O ' tports 

was, the priv-i leO'e o£ . ending out cargo S [Jom 

th6se ports, aoo bringing bome cargoes ot Indian 
fjtoduce in rerurn. A 11 partie admitt d, th,.:.It t:he 

only dange-r whi h lJ ld aris ,wa rom those 

who 'Went ou to Iodja! 'Y re be Court then to 

apprehend canger fr.om he shies' ~re. s that 
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w~111d be serit out from Glasgow or J:.iyerpool? 

'Surely not. And he should deny, upon every 

consideration, that danger would ever be found 

to exist. But the honourable P(oprietor tpeant 

to prove, that this danger ~voull'l exist. Of 
this, ho~ever, h .:! (Mr. Hume) wfls certain, 

that the honourable gentleman could not prove 

that danger ever did exist; for he him ~lf, 

• and every other person acquainted with India, 
knew the contrary. N o one ev"r heard of y 
danger e xi. ting from the intercourse of other 

nations with the ports o,f India. No one ever 

heard of, or even apprehended any danger, when 

. twenty-seven or thirty ships were in the port of 
C alcutta. It was known that the greater pro
portion of the trade to India was carried on by 
Europeans, and yet no danger was e ver appre

h nded to~he East-Iodia establishments. There

fore, upon this prima fade view of the cast, be 
'Would ventme to say, tllat no danger whatever 

would take place. 

Returning again to the subject cf the East 
India Islands, the trad to which wa another 

portion of the East Ind;a <:ommerce, he would . '. 
remind the Court of the attempts mad~thl" 

Americans to seture a portion of that commerce. 
This he desired. to do, in order to shew hQW 

<:h;meri at lhe notioD's of the Br~ti merchants 

• 



were upon lhi subject. Tbe AmeJ;icans- ad 
, ,cn\ _ cveral of their v i'l and ~ t mpt.ed to, 

trade with those islands: - but after various 
atte~pts to SUCC, cd: in their wishes, they were 
obli ed to oiv ur the proj ct in despair; and , 

now they were C nt m to take what th y wanted 
from the ' Alala,l} traders, who brought all the 

-artie] s of commerce in that trade to a particular 

station. 'Dlis was what the Arr.ericans were 

c.?nterrt and obliged to d , and this was what 
th B jtish merchants must do' for it was pre

posterous to suppose, that merchants, embarki:lg 
thei~ capital in such a tr de, could hope to 
iucceed without learni.n a tpc language ()f th 
natives, Clnd acquiring some knowledge of their ' 
manners. Even if they surmounted the diffi-

, cult" s of a dangerous and tempestuous sea, stilI 
they would have more discouragiJ<'g circum-

• . stances to combat,; namely, a l>arbarous and un-

, h"clet' ble people. H e was aware that a spirit of en
terprise wa ne essary to the attainment of great 
o ~ect:, and it was a spirit whi h ~ught always to , 
be encouraged; but, C1;t the same time, Specula- . 
tion was a r.ock surrounded by so maay dangers, 

.-tIl t . the unwary traveller should be cautioa~A 
ag in t the tremendous consequences th t would 
follow a fal e step. The danger of unwi e spe~ 

l1L-j~Q, he therefore ~o,ped, the Bri~: sQ m~r~hatlt . 

. ' 
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would be guarded against, and follow tn advice, 

and take warning by the example of those be) 
had gone before them. For even, after the 

. most cautious and careful conduct, such~ was .the 

disposition of the natives, that unless hey s u1 

be so changed, for the better~ from ~hat they 
had hitherto been, it would be impossible to 
keep up any intercourse with them. - Look
ing, therefore, at the subject in that ,point of 
view, t e Company should say to the Bdti 
merchants, " Do nothing that YOll cannot satisfy 
c< yourselves will be of advantage to you. Ve, 
If who know the danger, point out to you the 

.• (, difficulties which you will have to encount r; 
U but if you have any doubt -upon our statement. 
H examine evidence:" 

. On the other hand, however, he (Mr. Hume): 
tho oht th e was no occasion to examine' 

evide'nce, fo~ the purpose of shewing that any 
danger had ,taken place by allowing ships to en
ter the ports of India. Ih y might examine 
evidence for ~fty clays and prove n more than 
wh~t they a lready knew..; namt' ty, that no 
danger whate ver had ex isted. A single \\";tl1 8~ 

couki not be brought to shew that if \. __ _ 

exist, or was ev-er even apprehended. 'Vhat , 'a 
the danger that could apprehended, if prope 
regulatioAs we;e adopted by the Company~ itb 

• o 
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all the rpe'ans, and all. the strength,ig their. h3n~s. 
to cany those regulations into ,execution? In 

{; ct. the re ult of experfenc~ gave proot positive 
agaj st all the evidence that could be adduced 
to sustain t'he notion of danger. He tbt:refore 
put it to the seriou consideration f.f the Court, 

whether they ought not, as a body of men deeply 
interested in the weJr~re of I-od ia, to make every 
~dvance in their power~ in order to cherish that 
~iri of conciliation manifested by the Minister .. 

He maintained that no danger could exist, 
because ,hitherto, when the Company's means .of 
tlefence and protection were not so great as they 
ar~ now, no danger had taken place. Therefore~. 

it did not appear to him, that all the evidence, 
which could be brought forward, would be futile: 
!lod he pledged his own 'Convictio.n, that if the 
whole was proved, that could be (lproved,~ no 
dang ' r whatever would be made out. He was 
extremely anxious, therefore, that this Court sl:JouJd 
be impressed with the same idea: an idea which 
be entertained from the very first; and if he ap. 
peared desirous of enpeavouring to convince the 
Court, and bri ng it to tl e ~ame way of thinking. 

. it w.a§.because he was sincerely anx ious for the wel
fare of the Company ; and th.eonlyobj ect benow,had 
in 'view was, earnestly to recommend this Court to 
meet His M ajesty's Mini ters, Yho had so libera.JI, ' . « 
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dec1are-d their di positron to meet the t~·o con

tendihg patties.-In all points in hich th's 
branch f the que tion could be consider :1, 
evel)' man acquainted w ith the affairs of , the 

Company, mu:;t be convinced nf th poHc, i 

well as the e \ edie llcy, of embracing t pro4 

position of Minis er, It had been' proved, 

to the satisfaction of the Court, that there \vas 
no pro. ped nor proLabliity of increasing that 

branch of trade, under the present sy~tem, They 
had 'had the evidenL'e of the m ost enlighten J 
men upon the subject: some of whom ,.,altJe it , 
their decided opinion, that in a commercia point 

. of view the opE'ning of the trade would be of ~d. 
v:mtage to the Company- that the private mer· 

chant coulci carry it on with qreater advantage 

so that, in a commerci <.t J light, the Company 

wol!ld be g ner~ by ,th ~ change, It was natural 
th at ~I pr :vate merchant, c;rr r) ing (10 t rade by 
himself. unr.hackJed by any olh er ' object t 1 tho 
immediate one in view, nam ely, his commerci 1 
adv"nlLln:, would be more likely to benefit by 

the t ra , than a numerou~ Company engaged in 

Va t and multifarious concern, not. only of a com

metci I, but of a political nature, and wh ' at .. 

t tl ti<;m- mu~t n' torally be di \ ided , between po .. 

lh cat ' eurity n th one hand, and cammer I I 

auvillf age "'" the other. But, Teaviog tM! e Gen ~ral • 02 
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prjrl.cipl~s out of the que tion, was it not a matter 
of serious importance to the CDmpany to r A ct., 
tb~t~ for the last eighteen years, .duting which 
time the Company's public and private trade 

amounted io' abo~t seventeen millions, they haq 
sustalfl"Cd a loss upo,n their capital cJ 10 ;>er cent. 
<:nnually? Therefore, this subject became a 
matter of very serious consic\eration, as a question 
of general policy: and, in that point of view , he 
did hope the Court would see the wisdom of that 
proposition of the .noble Lurd, calculated as it 

was to increase the commerce of India, without 
diminishing Cloy advantage the Company had 
hitherto derived from their, 'cxcJusi ve pri vileges.J 
and in no way tending to injure the essential in
terests of the Company. 

With that view he should, before he sat down , 
take the liberty of moving one or tWQ, rc olutiuns, 
declaratory of the ~~h of the Court to subse~ibe 
to this propo.sition of the noble Lord, and to 
vledge 'tself as willing to meet His Majesty's Mi
nisters ir the most liberal and unrestrain d man
ner. These were resolutions which, he hoped, 
ellery person would support, because, by the reso-
1111ion~ of the noble Lord, the 'Court was bound 
to 'nothing. Tl e very submission of them to the 
con~ideration of the House, implied that they 
vere r solutions open to am ndment, and . the 
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most ampl~ discussion. Indeed, he woulrl;'g(tbe 
lengtb of saying, that after aU they 'might 'not be. 

perhaps, the resolutions which they would have· 

ultimately to consider. A change of admi!H 

tration might put an end t ;) tbe pmJi " ilion ' .in 
their present form. It was impos ibJe 10 say 

bow soon that change might take place: but it 
was a thing which wa not unlike ly . . Th(r Court 
were not, thl"refor~. bound by them :-they were 
only to be con i,lered a$ the mere opinionc; of the 
present Ministry; but who, he must do thern th 

• 

justice to say, hau on thi:; occasion acted witll 

the greatest libaality, and whom the Court· 
.O~ghl to meet with the same liberal opinions on 

"their part. It was for their own advantage that 

they should come forward, and emhrace -the 
measure proposed: and if ""hat wa proposed 

did not satis the public, it was for the interest of 

the ompany tbat they should themselves do every 
thing in their power to strengthen the 1 and of 
l\Iinisters, and enable them to carry into effect 

their liberal propositions. There was only one 

question upon the whole proposition, as it now 

stood; and that was, wbether the Company 

would admit the people of Eng land to a hare 
with them in their trade, unshack. f::J and unrpo,. 

lested? and whether they would chuse to add to 

dIe prosperity of their own country, by incr~a 
• 

• 
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,jng th~ :prosperity of. Ind'a ( JrI~ "s persuaeed
it wa the wi 11 of the eour:t of Directors to' 

oonefit, in every way, the trade of India. and 

add stability ~nd trength to its government. 
, Ie trusted;> therefore, that thC'y would con iderl _ J 

this proposition in that view. For his ow part, 
as a person connected with the country, he 
laid claim to credit for n i)l wis;hing to approYe 
any arrangements, which could have a tenden
cy to retrench the , commerce of that country. 

( 

Such being the cas. he hoped it would nol 
b~ considered that he was urgi ng too much. 
in recommending the Court to adopt the re· 
solution he sugg ~t cl: or that he was desi rous 
of misleading them. But, previously to his 
lIubmitting those resolution, he would take' 
the Jibel'ty of lloticing one or two Ol~e.clion~ 

which the honorable gentle£l1an (Mr. JackbOnt 
c-

had made. T he learned geJ,1tle rnan had first 
very properly noticed, that it would be aavise
aJ:>le for the Court to adopt the middle cour e; 
119W, whether there had been any invi tat ion on 
the part of the Court, ' in the course of their 
numerous di cussion. upon this subject, he would 
no ,ake upon himse lf to enqui,e - 'I hi .. 
how ver, wa. eertain, that the noble LQrd, up 
thi subject, had said notr ing which cOl.:lld ex-

lite thct least irritation: and therefore it"was the 
t 
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MOre im eJ'alive~' nd d it wa t . dllty. of the 
C ourt-to' do el'ery thing ;n Its power toconci

Jla e the goud dpinion of the Mini ler; and to 

come forward in the mo t t mp rate and cOQ .... 

derate man er to discuss the slIbjet;l. It a , 
true, in some of their dis J sibns ther~ 'was 

little warmth; but he wa~ persuaded that it pr .. 
eeeded from the momen ary rfusioll of the 
mind , upon a question cr-rtainly of the greate 

importance. His anxiety, however, to depre-. 

cate every thing like irritation, wa 'exclhable, 

h~n he knew t'he di agreeable con!l'equences to 
which it might gi ve ri e' . 

. I He han already stated his opinion at length~ 

~pon the subjt'ct of the China tr;tde. whit;h ch 

honorable gC ll tlernan had, also, very exte ,sively 
discussed; and he was free to ad I it, th at orne 

of t~e dallg~ rs which he (Mr. Jack on), ha 

pointed out"in other views of the !.uhject, mig.lt 

exi t ~ but, in general, h e thought t'rte dang-er 
were of so trifling a naturt' , that they \\' re 

amply counterbalanced ~y the advantttges lihfy 
to re~ult to the Compa ny.-Of th i~ , ho~ "ever, 

He was sati~fied. that if His Majesty's fi 
nis rs t-h gilt proper to r commefl(l the 
iog Qf a portion of the tr'ade to (, diR, th e Chit a 

trade would, in all event~, remain a o rtq) Ide 
as it was no . I He must say, in ao !)wt1' LO w t 

' . 
• 



• .D11l:R ATE AT TBI'" 

. I 

the holtarable gentleman had observed, <up.an-the 
subject of the pet,ition;Of a very numerous and i~ 
portant body of people, namely the ship-~uilders., 

it . lVas reasonable to suppose, that the more ships 
there ~ereC' bunt, the more .commerce would, be 
like'j to ,ensue: though he conD ssed he did think 
it would be attended with more danger, in a ' poli

tical point of view. h was possible 'that some 

of the dangers might take place, from the in
ccrea!:Je of lh shipping interest, whi(.h had taken 
ptace .in' America. , 

The honorable gentleman, he thought, hact 
taken rather an unfair advant<J ge of the statement 
It (Mr. Burne) had made in the course of \~ 
fOfmer debate, upon the subject of the trade to 
China. It would be' recollected: he trusted, tha 
in bringing forward, that statement of ,the trade 
to China, he had shewn,on. an aV'erage of, fift1 
years, it had increal:>ed from .£629,000 to 
£1.300,0~0. Tbough be had said that the :Com
pany ought not to hesitate in ~onfessjng that the 
trade to IncLia was disadyantageous, yet it shol!ld 
ben-eco-Heeted that he brought fOIward this state· 

• mCl'lt to shew, that since the period of the year 
,..~.~ the . trade 'Of Ohina had increased io a 

gre t 'degree, notwithstanding all the difficultieg 
thrown in its way. The Court would do him he 

justice, ' e \v:as sure, to rernemb.tv that he had 
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hrentinned,' iThtbe mo-st distinct m~nner, w , ~t liad 
been dOrie iO: injUTe the trade" and that be had 
lIdded the pinioo5 of MR. 'PtTlI' and MR.. Dcr ... 

~ASS, who had state-d that, in their judg01e j 

every' thing had been done to injure- the trade ..., 
to China: yet if it appear d, on an . avera e 
of fifty years; tha t ,the trade lutd increased fro 
£6<29,000 to £ 1,300,000 it was an unequivocal 
proat th ~t the trade had answered. There was 

nQ doubt but every means had been adopted to . 
inj ure that trade: yet, notw ithstandil1g all the diffi. 

.. culties and' ob~ tat;.les opposed to its sueces , tbey 
had be'en entirely surmounted. He relied upon 

astua1 facts and the experience of the Company, 
from ' hose docu'ments it \vould appear beyond 

a-ll doubt, th~t it had increased from £6'29,000, 

ta.£ 1,300,000; at this moment it ~as so; and all 
that , principl(), judging from the present, the 
trade to China was increasing. lle would ad .. 

mit~ it might be a strong plea on the part 
of ,the Outports, if the trade was really de .. 

creasing; that 'they ought .to have the opportunity 
of-improving a trade, which JNas either neglected 
fo~ want of energy or dwindling for want of 
capital: _the contrary, however, was the 
I , OO~ a fair way {)f judg'ng on the subject., 

ro..roal-culate from one or two un uccessfal years. 
Bb at_t .:same teme that the Company d~ciyed . - , 

• 
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considerabJe advant~ges from tbis b(aI1<;h ci 
their trade, he. did not think it would become 

the~ . to ,enter into a sort of "onspiracy~ and 

tonceal from His Majesty's Ministel'S the rcal 
stale of t~ facts upon this subject. And he put it 
to his ' honorable friend, whether: that was not the , . 
point of view in whlch he st.ated his sen timents 

on the former occasion f He was not one of 
those, he confessed, who would abandon small 

r A hut certain gains, for the chance of making more 
by a tp8Clllation ',cGnfessedly hazardous. It was in 
this point of view that he comid,ered this subj ec~ 
and he thought it was perf ctly consistent wi h 
the interests of the Co~pany, to abandon , u 
k>sing concern, faT the sake of promoting th~lr 
views, in the pursuit of a trade every way more 
advantageous. They ought to give up that lJ1'O· 
portion which was almost a burthen,t>to secure that 
which was profitable. in eveI)I point of view. 

Something had been 'said b.y the honorable 
gentleman about the statements of Lord CastI~ .. 
'reagh, on the subjeot ~f -the Compao,y.'s, capital. 
He (M r. Home) had the pleasure of hearing :Lord 
Castlereagh on that subject: . and although. 'he 

•. not ex>pIain himself so clearly as plan, 
might hav,c dane, ,)let the mealil ing h opllected 
from bis Lordship's C)bse.ryatioos,~ was very ~jf~ 

rent from that !represented by· is baoor.bla. 
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friend to ·the Court. Lotd Castlereag tnt d 

very distinctly, that n the impedimehts to trading 

on the part of the pre ent merchants, to and from 

India, under the regulations of the Charter f 
1793, had forced the capita l of Itritish mer-..-
hants intt> foreign trade, either in co~sequel'lce 

:of increased difficulties thro\vn in the way of the 

Court of Directors, or in consequence of the Court • 
of Director's means having declined." This was 

'the point Lord Castlereagb, as far as he under; 
stood him, had sug~e ted: and 1'\ there ilny 
body who recollected the ob ervations of J. {r. 
Dundas l?n this identical point, touching the sub-

·ject of East-India ship, that did not agree in tl e 

truth of the observation? Ex-ample- were 001.', ant
ing to iliustrate tha principle. One wa sufficient 
fot the purpose; and he would only refer the ourt 

. tb t examI'le of the Princess Amelia, a Com .. 
pany's ship, in 1797. Lord a~ t eJ'f'agh h con
tended was right, when he stated that a arge 

- apital had beet'! employ d to no beneficial pur

pose, through the very .trammel of those r gu. 
lations presctibed in th harter. - Ie ( t. 
Hurne) was ready however to admit; that the 
Court of Djrectors had acted liberally, t 

-/I, with all that liberality, (for hi 11. he wa 

(li'sposed to give them cr it) it was not uffi

tient· to prov~ the capability of the , ompaoy. 
• p ~ 
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Hi hoporabJe friend (Mr.' J aoksQn) , ~C{d ~t 
nbti cd the' effect likely to ?,-e pro uced upon 

nHia, by allowing people to com~ in and re-
o celye permission tG enter into the trade of the 

Company. The honorable gentleman rlid not 
recolle'ct what the advances of the, Company 
had bee~: he did not seem to r(!collect that the 
whole advance of the Company I. ad not beep 
much more than .one third. Did he mean therefor'e 
4'.0 say, that there would be any injury likely to 
o 

~rise to the trade Qf India, Qr th~ advantages of 

1t to the Comp~ny~ from this measure? Did be 
$uppose that the Compiny:s inter~ts would be 
"ffected by the Joss pf oI'!e e' gPTh of the present. , 
merchandize? In this last proposition, he derived 
llis authority from ti1e Court of Qirectors them
selves. Surely every .man must know, that the 

UlerchClnt& of Brit~in were as well acqua~rte(t 
wjth the interests of Qove,rnment as the Ea5t

lndia Company themselves, The merchants of 
;.Britain, therefore, o\.1ght pOt to he looked upon as 
men, differing in their sentiments and principles 
from the re t of Hi Majesty's subject: they-

_ were not 10 be cOfls\oered as a different people 
f~os.e who were at pres~ni employ~din th 
mde to ,India. Their otions ·of Joyalty, of 

'gOod conduct, I and good government, w.ere 

(Without .at ~1l 4et~acti(jg fr0111 ~b~ merits of t~e. 
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Company) as much alive to e interests pf their 

Country; therefore, in admitting the merchaQ 

-of the Outports to a share of the trade in Jndi". 

the Company ought to con ider them as a valu~bl 

accession to the number <..,f their sll~jects-as a 
body of men willing to be united with~em in 

influence, in interest, and mutual sentirllent, for 
the welfare of the Empire; and so far fro 

apprehending any mischief through such a coali

tion, he thought, that as long as the Court of 
• 

J?irectors retained the power and sovereignty ill 
India; as long as they admini tered jmtice wit 
jntegrity and impaniality; as iong as the mild 

. spirit of government which had marked the affair 
of India for so many year, should conti~ue to 

;lctuate the co~duct of the Directory, so Jon 

would they be an accession to the prosperity and 
• weVare of India. 

It was very well knowlI, that the present 
merchants had done very much towards the pros
perity of India. He would not enquire more 

. into the particular channel and moues by whioh 

they contribuled their a • is~ance, but certainly the 
pre cnt merchants had done, more to the pro -

perity of India, than those, who had t an 
pp.ortunity of knov ing the fact, cou ld po sibJy 

~ neei ve. Tbeir capital ad kept the trade alive 

~n India ' much so, thOlt t trade wa~ almost • • 
• 
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"In fact, 'merely pro fOTl1ia; ' carried on by' t '~ 
Cou of Direttors, aJ1d hence, ins ead .of in. .. " ,. , 
.ctea 109, the trade had decreased. This he had 

'!h~wn on a former occasioh, by a reference 1:0 

he a.\rerage of the trade during the last eight 
years, 1rom which it had appeared (without now 
g6ing back to the ifems) that the Company had 
Jost eight millions of money. The inference to 
be drawn from this Was, that the loss had pro
ceed~d from a decrease of the enterprising spirit , 
of the Cornpany, and from a want of prop'er 
application and supply of the capital. Ought 
they not therefore, as Directors and as Sovereigns 
of a vast Empire, to say to the British merchants~ 

~< Let us join heart and hand together in this 
great undertaking ;-Jet us contribute ' Hoin olir 
power to the prosperi ty and welfare of India?" 

This, he (Mr. Harne) was firm!, conviqced, . 
wou~d be the result of such a policy; and in every 
point of view, in which the {lffairs of India could 
be considered, he anticipated prosperity to the 
commerce, and strength" and stability-of the Bri. 
tish Empire. < 

He should not detain ' the Court at any length 
w .gard to the amount of the importatiorl 

from India. The amount imported was of ett • 
little c~nsequet1ce. It certa;nly would be more if 

the state of Europe would permit jt; but, at the 



EAST. ~ DIA HOUSE. 
, • f • 

the same ti,me, it should be recollected, that of all 

tpe manufactured goods imported ..from· India. 

only aneji/tll of the whole was imported for Bri. 

tish consumption: all the rest of the four-fiftb$ 

went out of the country. As forfore'on export, 

therefore, it was of very little consequen.ile, whe

ther they came to the port of Londun or to the 

Outports. He, for oneJ thought)t quite as ju t, 
that the Olltports !>houJd derive the advantage of 

the foreign export trade, as the import trade fo~ 
home consumption; because th reason of t <! 
thing was just the same; and he consi 1 t~d i 
was;m exception which ought by no means to 

, e~ist. 
With regard to protection, a good deal had 

~een said by the honourable gentleman; but he 
(Mr. Hume) must say, tbat the noble Lord ha 

stated, that l1e thought it would be neither ad vis· • • 
able nor safe for the L egis'latl1re to attempt any: 
alteration in the present system in India. On tbe 
contrary, he said. it was hi opinion, tbat the Go-

'v rnment of India was as perfeli;t as could exist; 

and that to take it out of the hands of the Court 

of Directors, would be to 'unhinge the whole fa:

bri.:. Upon this subject, thererore, be ,(Mr4 
• I ~me) would not fl1alce any oonlment.J but 

me.rely subsC,fibe to that opinion. 

'With rygard .to the. duties, th~ honou{a~le gen-

• , 



.. tle,man fad s~id a great qeal ; ,bp ,it oqnletl 0 
so little, ~bat e should not\. ~rou.blc [q~ iCo,*,rr 

. with aby obser~ations upon it. ,The whole dl.lti~s 
were stated by the noble Lord t@ amount ,to 
~ . , ~ * 

~4,200.0Q0; rhe whole cO(Tlputatron _ which 

was det'hcable ftom tea baving b~en stated. to be 
I!l.ree millions and a 1m,!/, then this amount of the 
dutie~ on tea d>eing cqntra-distinguished from 

. other, duties, perhaps, would explain the tappa
,- ten,t inaccuracy of the noble Lord's statement. 

But ~o (ar as ' he , (Mr. Hume) could judge, his 
L ordspip was pretty correct. 

Notwith tanding t),le obse,vations made on the 
policy of Iodia; notwithstanding an honourabh . 
Director had himsel,f asserted, that the Gove.rn- . 
ment was not quite complete, he himself was 
h~ppy ,to say, that, in his 9wn 9pioion, as far a 
facts wen~, they bore against the hONurable Di- t 

rector. He was ... h0wever, bound to state" that 
it ~ould ~ive him (Mr. Hume) the sincerest pl$!a
SUt e to s,!!e ~ny improvement for the better. 
r ~ut although experience had shewfl; tb,at the 

power ~nd means put ,into the bands of this great 
body of ll~erchants had been ' used w,ith mqd~ra~ 

tion U (>1) all occasions, and with the great~st pr{).o 
priet in~ advantag~ to .the couot~y, y . e- cl.'p " 
,not think that sQould be urged as a Ieas9n w-by 
e~o~o~y ~ught not t~ be ~dopted ;( por C>,Ugla , j~ 

, , . 
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t.o r urg-ed . as Cl reason why ecclesiastf 1 power ' 
sb tl\d td be auopted i~ India. On the contrary, 

it was, in his 0 inioo, ' (1 Teason why it ought not 

to be introdllced. He was as an x ious as . any 
mall could 00 to "See the religious e a lishments 

of India, as such, properly supported::-;nJ that 

there should be no want of religious instructors.; 

b ut, as far as he kn'ew any thing ofIndia, he ' was 

no t aware of aoy want of th<lt kind. Every man 

who looked to the state of Illdia, or wbo was t 
all acquainted with its domestic policy, would ' 

fin~ that then~ was no oc:casion for any increase 

of the re.ligious' establisbmen t . On the contrary, 

. the number of religious instructors was very great, 

and 'had b'~ en much augmented' of lare. The 
Company had many chap1ains in thei r train; and 
he was cOllvinced it would be found, that the 

• nu ber of ~Iergytnen was quite enough; in his 

opinion it would be pel fectly use1e's to end out 

any increa e to the ecclesiastical establishmelJts of 

the Company. But it occurred to him as rather 
• xtraordinary, that thl) recomm~ndation of his 

L ord hip (C stlereagh) opon this subject sh'ou 'd 

foHow immediately after a recommendation ·of 

'~-retrenchment:" For it would be-obser 'd, that 

• the v-ery words from his Lordship 's lips were 

" the ~:necessily of 1'clren ltment in the Compally'r 
estalifis menis" Now .. how was that followed 

• Q 
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'Up?, -Fh~ very · next propos:tion ' of his LoroslHp , 
was, ' j hat the Company's system of ex~nse
",as to he increased and t·hat· they were to have.; 

~ BlShpp (whether with · an income ' of ten. 
th9usi\nd pot/nds a year, he did not know). and, 
three." Ar~deacons. ! Surely, th'en; when th _ Court. 

(jonsidered the enormous expence of keeping up· 
tile Governmen t 0'£ the territories in India, and· 
wheh it was c'oos~dered that tbe expenoe' was as', 

much aiUhe Company could ~ear, it could not be' 
<iontended, in an economical point of view, that 
tilis was a. season for adding so considerably t()

the: expence, even if the poli<':J of introducing. 

s\lch high dignitaries were unquegtioned. And il' . 
, migflt be neces;>ary to 'conslder also, the expe.di

ency of'introducing, in a polit ical point of ~iew" 
SAc.h personages into the Indian settlements. lIe 
W,llS,not perfectly satisfied, that· "an !:Glesiastjoal-'. 

poW.er of that lUnd, if admitted to India, would
be very advantageous to its good government; 

. nQfif it ere aitempteo, was he perfectly satk., 

~d' if \voulJ • contribut<r to, the tranquillity of 
th'e'Empire.-' Though be was most l"erfecHy con 

vJrfced thaf such a'n augmentation . of tbeir esta· 
ish,iit" M wou a, be attended with an i ntO"lerabl _ 

'ei' en~d 'f ' j~. ho~ever. was pot hi .chief obj~c. • 
tion1d'tlieir ~8miS5ron ; fo.rlle had <a\S'inoere.wi.h 

tba~ . a ilb6-al ·t5tovlsion' shQ.uld. be made: fd th~ 
t 

, 
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te3.C;hers of the Go pel. But the main poin! of iew • 

in which he .objected to it was,that it would b a· 

tended with the high ~ t possible danger to the 
tranquillity of Incli~; for he a l prehende.cl if 

' 8 Bishop were admitted to have . any autho-
r 

rity in India, the COH)pany would ha a second 

Lord Chief Justice to . take the lead' in their 

affairs, and guide th ir councils.-It woul~ be 

impossible to keep those eccle ia tical dignitaries 

from inte rfl;! ring with th e politics of India; and 

consequently affectin~ the councils of the govern"

ment. If the Clergy now in India were dispose<;l 

to do their duty, there were quite enough of them 

. for all spiritual and religious purposes, He, 
therefore, would by n9 means recommend a 
rnea~ure of tbis kind; and he perfectly agreed in 
an observation, urged again&t it in the House of 
Commons,tQat if there were anyone measure more • • dangerous and threatening to the government of 
I ndia than ano~hel", it was tbat of allowing ~ 

hierarchy w ithout, controu'!. For his OWQ parr; 
· lie drea ed al-;o tQc suspension of that liber:ll and 

tI\ild spirit of. tole~ation' ~hich character~zea ~ the 
present governmen~ towards every $ect ot, reii' 

gion; and therefore, in that point of view ~ h~ 
• should shudder a~ the idea of introducing are

ligiou establjlihJl)~nt hich might .in arly degree 

tend t.P intr UC~ a scni r:l into that cG~ntry, in 
• 

• Q2 
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r. ;natters qf conscience The ,Court of D irec-

~o!'$., j in! hiS , opinion, were bouod to , sanction 

otb-ing. which might, in . the slightest degr,ee, 

. Jend ,to disturb thf! harmony of the government 

or ri{lk the q.uic! of their empire . As a question, 

therefor ~f,religion, of polit~cs, and of eca,oo'my, : 

it \\'ilS every way objectionable, His honourable 

frieqd (Mr. Jackson) had, ~rgued with cunsider

ab]!!, force, to shew that th e government of India 

was" a gover.nment cf opinion . He, however, 

could not consent to the proposition, that our 

. ' territories in India were governed by op,inion 

alone. He thought that 150,000 men added con

sider<!bly to the strength of- that opinion, an-.l . 

gave SGme weight to the orders 't>f the govern· 

ment. The fact was, the Company bad a very 

large physical , force in India, and it was ' not 

'lntre .opinion that governed their irymeose ter

ritories . . But, judging of tbe, great force ot the • 

Hindoos jll India, he thought it highly necessary 

to con ioer seriously the policy of attelTTpting to 

. c:~)Overt the natives to Christianity: and .this was ' 
' . another point of "iew.in which he;, objected to 

any uOQecessary increa 'e of the religious esta
blfsbments in India. H is reason was this j-

it vvas ~oDtrary to the Hindoa 1aws to admit a ' 

~nvel;t from their religibn into socre,ty. Such 

Rerso. ~as exaluded from either intercoune or 
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commerce with his friends and t:ountrym~n. He . 
Jost his cast, and was~ in fact, considered as a 
vagabond and an outlaw; he w as depr-ived of all 

those comforts which constituted the happiness 
of social fife: he was even thr0wn . )ff fro~ the 

socidy of his father, his mother, 'of his 

friends. Surely, then, if the chief object of rt:

ligious instruction w~s the social happiness of 

m:wkind, it would be well to consider the polley 
of attemptin~ to conVert a people, who visited 

• apostates from their own religion with uch 'erious 

and heavy penalties. Could it be supposed (h w~ 

e\'er d esirab!e it might be, to see Chri tianity 
spread amongst the' millions of unenlightened in
habitants of rtJe 'eastern world~, thCl t such policy 
wouln either tend to the happiness of the peopt , 
or the security of the British empire, in India?, 
Did facts ove, 1hat the condi tion of the people 

• hit~erto converted had been 'bettered- or tHat 
their attachment to the Company's government 
had been made more 5 care? For his own part, 

• he declareo, for one, he never knew a convert lit 
India who w~s a friend "to tll State: and, on the 
other band, he never kn ~ a convert, who wa 

received by those who hat! c onverted him, with 
• 

• the warmth and cordiality of a brother. He 

therefore hoped th ~ Court would seriously cort
ider the err imp rtan t (ueslion now sugge ted 

• 
• 
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happiness -of.~the 1pM ~ tbemse'l es, b t tbe se .. . 

c ri~:()f Itbi! goverhmeat ~n In ia. He besought 
them tO ' recollect the melancboiy ' consequences 

. that' Jb~fel !,hose unfor.tunate pers ns who left 
their caJ/).t • and 1 he', desired them to recollect. 

aboV'e all things, the 'nece , sity of k:eepitlg up that 
g(.)04 opinion and confidence which subsisted 

be:tween " the natives and the govcrnment.
(Hear'! hear! f,ear .!) 
( nere was , another topic in the honourable 

ge demaR's '.speech , t-'o w.hich he must ta:lCe the ' 
liberty ; 6f .adverting: he meant that which r~~ 

speeted r.ermuzeration. Now,) really, he did con. 

ceif~, that after tbe most iiberal offer had been 
made by Government, to give. the Company their 

Chin trade (worth £ .1,200;000), 'hat th~y 
wo~ld have been . contented, witbo~ t the per .. \ 
mission of levying duties, .to remunerate them' for 
tHose alleged advant:tges which were to be given 

up, and he begged to call -the attention of ~he • 
Gi>Ul't of Directors to one point of the measure . 
ptopo ed.' "It was' a c'trcumstan<;.e ,jmpossibld ) 

fo ny <Englishman to bel ieve, that he sho.uld : 

be abli~ed to pay more duty at Hull than at , 

Ltv' rpool: or at Glasgow t1 an at Bristol. 
ma would know tilt: duties if tney were c ~ 

til uaU. ing ' i h ey \ ouid 10 vitaW 
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d, untNr the . ammgement propos~ -by ,thQ. • 
honourable. gentleman; and it woold be;impo . 

sible to carryon the t~de •. with sat sfaction' 
adv.antage, without! knowing; what. the duti 

were, that we.re. to 00 ' c:harg~d in ea . por.t:re~ 
spectively. Therefore.,jfj&u.chja p p~' :00 wer 

tO tbe serious y. made.. it. aught not tp be- adppt~d 
without the perfect sanction. of:' all par!i~s,: and 
he hi l ~elf would be happy, to s~ · anr. necessar, 

and. reasonable rate · established ; but it ought. t9 
be a,general. clear, and knowlhrulc .. of conduct-, I 

to, all parties.-The honourabltt ge.ntlem 

ed, ........ "Was the. Cpmpany to part ' with their' 
." wharfs. thejr forts, . and their e tabj ish m' at ' 
H . in the ports of India. wirh&ut rem un era 

" -tion ?"-Good.Go.d !~ Was-not the. China trade .. 

-worth £1,2OQjOOQ a-yea:r ...... an ample - remu
neration fQ, what: the Company gave up ? 

• Sure1y. iL was; because, by the tenor of the-
Company's charter. they would have- been oblige 

ta g.ive, up tbe whole. trade to India, to all Iiis· 
-Majestyls subjects.. in cammon. As soon as ~t it' 
charter ex,pirCid they wduld nny.e no tOOt: ,figh 

tQ the_trade of India th..m the rest of Iilis rMa., 
jesty's. subjects. He thought all: that the-men. 

• 
• chants , o£- the Outports .ough tO lpay, tberefl roO .. 

w;0uld be a rate.' for -the. maintenance of the hr . 
QO~ and quay au tbe potts. This wAs.iaifjICfason: . 

• 
• 

• 
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, able, and .natural. His a swer, tberefC1re~ to t e 

honourable gentleman's opinion upon this subject 

w,as, that. tl1e remuneration, should go no furtber 

11130 that proposed b the Government . . Would it 
b just, or vTould it be rea onable, to tell the mer

chants of...Liverpool and otber O utport.s : -" In 

" return 'faT the e~pences we have been at, in 

" adapting our settlements for the purposes of 

u trade, YOll must reim bllrse lS?" "\Vhy, tbe very 

nature of all those con venienCtCl; was to enable 

tn Company 10 .carry on their trade. H~ would 

read the very words. of the act :-" To enable 
" the H onourable th Ea!.t·lndia Company .to 
" carryon their trade in ex eution of thei-

q. charter, these things are granted to them. that 
If they might be applied for their .own con

U venience: but, at the t rmination of their eK

" lu. ivc pri\,jleges., li1cse things ~hall be j;; 
" . co mon, as fort's for proleclicJ1l, &C.,,_lft:c ~ 
honpurabl gentleman a ked,-.'" What was the 
" Corr.pany to have by way of remuneration for 
« thej( forts ?"..-What, }le (Mr. Hum ) asked,' 

b 'd the private traders to do wilh the f~rts? The 

forts 'were to protect the country-to protect the 
'. t rritories of the Company.--Therefore, to call , 

upon th traders to pay for these fort) ould .be • 
most unjust ano unrea onable. What! WSi tb 

Compa~ to be paid a rev ue fo{ the pr 
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ec . on f it own rts and erritories? nd \v • 
they to. call upon the merchants for tl1i rev nue ~ 
Besides hi h, he con idered, at the present day, 
thos forts, ted by the Company, wer no.t ne
ce sary for th security of the merd nts. Th y 
might, inde d, Be necessar as afegu ds for the 
Company's territories again t hostile" invad rs, 
"and might b the means 0 pr eoting their 
territorial posse. ions. He therefore hoped, 
jn thul sense, it would be thought, by tqe 

ourt, that the Liv rpool merchant, and th 
merchants of the other htports. bad no right to 
pay nny demand of this sort '; for, in every point 
of view, he considered it would be very unrea
sonable . 

. It appeared to him, that his honourable friend 
had misceoc iv; "d the noble Lord (Castlereagh), 
when he t ted that there was a lcind of influence 

• • • . ;vmch the Court of Proprietor had over the 

• 

Court of Directors. He (Mr. Hume) desired it 
be recollected, that the noble Lord did not state 

• tbis influence as extended to the terrjtories 
in lndia, or. that any dapg or va to e appre
hanCied from its effi C 5 Tn tkat quarter; but 

at the noble Lord sai .va to thi ffect- ' 
• od however "\lopkasant ·r might e for s m 

e t1 e would repent it- be 
bat u.c n influence .f· 

• R • 
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([eeted tIte conduct c.f the Court of Direcfor!J 

themselves- that, in many of their proceedings,. 
the Court of l'irectors were over-awed by the 

East-.Jnaia Proprietors-.-that tiley, the Proprie

tors, were afixious to keep up the p resent system 

in some . S'?1ape or another-and that he was 

afraid the trade of, the India Company was good 
fot nothing. 'This, he stated, was the dlect of 

what the noble Lord had said; and he begged 

. t~e honourable gentleman (Mr. Jackson) would 
recollect, that it was with a view to the trading 

:. influence, and not in allusion' to the Company's 
territories, that the noble Lord's observatiG.1l 
was made. It '\vas only ~eant by the nobl ) 

Lord, that this alleged influence led to a want of 
management in the Company's c;ommerce~ and 
ihat the natural con~equence of that was its iflj ury 
and decJen'Sion. It was not, how(Y1er, to be , ... 
therefore supposed, it was at aU meant by 

the noble Lord, that the Proprietors were to 

be 'precluded from deriving all th e advantage 
they cOuld fro m cQntillU~tlg _ the tradt't to India. ' 
On th ontrary, he (Mr. Hume} had no doubt 
that they would cohtinue the carrying trade> 
but, at: the same time, the system required solne 
alteration. Ali he h d no doubt tha a great ' 
r'nany impro\"ements wouid take place; for he 
caul n()r bu a mit, t at there were Q gr t 
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• •• 
many wanting. Therefor , the nobl~ Lord, i 
roaJc.ing tQ observation aIJud .d to, merely meant 

to allude to that so, of influettce he had de;. 

er·bed. But the able Lord was not th . only 

one "ho to.ok an opportullity of s mitting thtJi 
one of the reasons why he though th pres nt 

system ought not to continue again' t the con-
• 

vic ion of some of the Proprietors. ' He rem m-

ber d that an honourable Director, not now 

present, who saw th<: danger, and who stirr d 
• 

h avell and earLh to hange the sh ipping inter~s , 

declared that he regretted the inter£ rence· 

of that interest, though, at the same time, Le 
admitt ed his cii position to give it al1 the adyan

tuge he CQuld; yet still hi sentiments were 

strongly against it, on account of iti dangerous 

tendency. Surely, therefore, it was no harn for 

the noble ... ord to take a leaf ou t of that honour .. 

b'e Director's book. 
Without detaining the Court any longer and 

a fter apologizing for the great length of time he 

• b ad tr spa ed on thei r attention, he begged to 

remj~d the ,tha~ the • o~e object of his rising wa 

strongly to recoqlmeod a feeling 0 conciliation 

on the part of the Company, and to cg tha , 

• after the mo t liberal, and, he must say, unex

amJ.>led advances of Hi ' Majesty 's Mini ters, they 
ou d co for ard the mselvc with f1 simil r 

• &2 • 
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Jeeling o~ liberality, and appear.' ready to evln,ce 

, a sincere spirit of .conciliation. They ought tQ 

join haJ;,ld in hand with Ministers to meet the ., 

contending force; for they should to . bear in 
\ 

mind that th ,y had to oppose the whole public. 

as it was l\:ltural to suppose that the nation at 
large was 'against them. As a Company, they 

ought to stand {orth and conciliate the good. 

'?Pinion of Ministers-they ought to come fOft'" 

ward and meet them half-way- ' indeed, he m'ght 

s~Yt two~thirds of the way. It was the;i r duty 

, to make the first advances,.' and i was for the . . 
ipisters to meet them. 
Upon this very trying occasion, he c~rtainl}' " 

would do the Court cf 1 ir ~c ors the ju lice to 

~ay, ,tpqt they had done thez',' duty. H e believed 

th y had ~onsc\entiously and with unfei gned 

sin<;~d;y) ' pointed out those rocks UpOll.< which the , 
merch 'nts of the Ourports were ost likely to 

plit, .q.Qd erected those beacons to warn them of 

he dC\nger, when an lnconsider~te view of their 

pwn inler sts might lead them to risk da gers ( 

whiqh'might lead td their' own dest.uction, Ue 
P " 

,gepr cated, abqve all dle rest, every thing like 

bostilityon the part of the C mpany. - To go 

hostily into the field might be detrimental to their 

own illtere~ts, and perhaps be the occasion ·of 

~~posjng h~rd(:f te(ms thau those which a more 
, , 

'. 
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pac-ilie asp~~t mignt induce Government l o gra.nt. • 
The Jess they came to blows, the better for them'
selve, because he wfls persuaded they wot) d 
effect infinitely more by mildness and good. hu
mour. They had nOlhing to do but to consider 
a public point in a private light. Ji'or his own 
part ,he would recommend, th.at their" Chairm 1\ 

should ask leave to visit His Majesty's Ministers, 
and to state that the Court were extremely anxjo~ 
to meet ' their views, ,and accommodate then:
selves to their wishes. A yielding ' disposition 
must be obviously more beneficial to ' their in
terests, than even the power (if power they had) 

" to command :-command indeed could elicit no
thing. They might detain the House bf Coin
mons for a week, examining evidence and de
bating the question, without half the advantage 
that an hoor's pri vate interview with His Ma .. . ' 

• 

jesty's Ministers might effect. In such a meeting 
many points might be granted, which could not 
be hoped fo r in a more open mann r; and by 

mee ting the Mini te s .half ~vay, they wopld put 
it out of th . r power to r fme any th ing that was 
consistent with the mutual interests of the Public 
and the Company. .., 

(After some further observations to the s~me 
~ffe ct, in which t H! honorable gentleman recom
mended the renewal c-f the negotiation on the 

• 
• 
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• part of ~he Company· with the Ministers, in ~hqt 
spirit of conciliation he had sliggestec., he con .. 
eluded by moving a reSolution to that effect.] 

The Deputy Cha£rman (Mr. Thornton) begged 

J«ave to pQt the honorable gent1em;u~ in mind, 
that t'her was already a quest' on hefore tbeQ), 
't hioh, tlTOugh not absolutely moved, remained 

to be put, for the sense of the Cuurt. It , was a 
'motion of the honorable Chairman, who. had been 

lied away .by public business. The honoura~\e 
Chairman had signified an int · ntion, before he 
left the Court, to submit his proposition, but was 
diverted from his intention in its regular cou'rse, in 

. c;onsequence of an honor ble and }e:lrned proprie- I 

tor (Mr. Jackson) having immediately followed 

bim, with his address to the Court. How
ever, if the ~onorablc Proprietor who spoke last, 

wi hed to propose his motion as an a~endment, it 
,vas certainly in his power to do so: but it w~ulci 
be for his discretion to consider whether, under the! 
<;:ircumstance of the case, he would adopt such a 
measure. He (the Deputy Chairman) indeed cor)- ' 
ceived, that the honorable gentlem n, whom he 

• 1epresented, was in possession of the Court, and he 
hould, .therefore, tah th~ liberty of reading the 

m9tio.n which he had left on the table, and which t 

it wa,s his intentioil to have proposed. 
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Mr. Hume thanked the Deputy Chairman 
for his suggestion, and requested that the 
tion befote the Court might be read. 

The Deputy Chairman said the motion Was 

this:...... Iii 

"That the Court of Directors be ~powered . . , 

" to affix the seal of the Company to Petitions to 
" the R ight Honorable the House of Lords and 
" the Honorable the House of Commons, to be 
" heard by Counsel, and to examine evidence at 
" the bars of the Houses of Lords and Coni • 
. , mons, should such measures be deemed nerCi· 
" sary or advisable by the Court of Directors." 

Mr. Hume apprehended there would not -be 
any difference of opinion on this point; and, 
as soon as it was disposed of he should beg to 
submi his own, as a second motion. 

Mr. Roc!. requeste~, that tbe motion read from 
the Chair should not be now put, that he might be 
allowed to say one word before he gave his assect 
to it. He wished to be informed ~hether the 

• opposition intended to b6 made by the Directors 
at the bar of," the House of tommons, w~s in-, 
tended to go to the ~ hole of the resolutions, or 
whether that opposition was to be c~fjned t 

• certain resolutions? becal.l')e there were unques
tionably some out of th fifteen which ,he apprcw • 
. ed of, and there re others which Tequ\red 

• 
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very eriOllS con,sid ration,; and amongst theJat .. . , 
ter ' was &that relative to Religion. Before he 
could give hi opinion therefor.e upQn that sub
ject, he should wish ' to knQW. whether th'e 

oppbsition was ' intended to be con6nep to the 

third re~o) tion onljJ, or to th~, resolutions gene-

rally? 
fr. Randle Jac .SOll apprchend d thatthe honor

able ge.otleman had mistaken the cour, e p t~e 

proc,eedings. The question ' before the Court W2S 

I1lc~ely to ask) permi;ssion l'or the Director~ ,tq p t 
the . Com any' seal ,to a p tition t9 the h OllP(-

a Ie the HOllse of ommons pl aying to be. he-ard 
by their cou~se], or to lay such vidence befme ', 
the H use a ~houl9 be required, for lhe purpo~e 

of xplaini ng su!=h proposit iollS and dit;iculties) 

and such rcsolutions as might arise ~p ,the course 

of the bus'iness. ,H e therefore su~ested the 

impropriety f tbei( expressi ng 'a!lY for;nal dpi
nion . upon resolutions which were 'only sub-. 

mittcd t~ the House of Commons by Lord C~tle-

. ·reagh for the mere purpose of, consideration; • 
. and not with a view of ptecluding tV!'! House, or 

the Company from suggesting sQch alt~ratiq sa. d 
°mprovements as circumstances might ·requ· reo 
~ the motion befol'e them di,d QQt intima,re that it 
was the intention of the COU(t to oppose thQse, r~ 

iPlutions) ~,Ut ~erely to r uest penni sian to. be 

• 

f' 
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lJ ard b coun~e\' and examin ev-ide ce, 

o'uld suggest, That th~ honbrable gentleman's 

, questien could 't1ot ir~ e out -of any thing cotltain
ea in that m6tion. " 

· ~1r,. R9Ck 'begged kave to explain. He ~as ' 
!Called upon, he said, to give his assent a motioA 
-empowering the \:; urt of Directors to pu~ their 
seal to a petition that would p~ss, for Gblght he 
knew, into a Tesoluticm. There w re certain 

resolutions amongst tA~e proposed by t:he- nobJe. 
Lord t<? the House of Commons , bieh 'he very 

much approved of. He did n<>t say that he ap
~rov.ed ef the last r~lative t6 religion, whtch 'he ad. 
mitted as Qn~ of the greatest importance. But 

.ne hop~d that the CMrt of Directors would not 
oppose everyone of those resolutions. 

The Rev. Mr. Tlliri:lI)([1l rose and attempted 

to speak; 'bllJ . 
lIfr. Lowndes rose at the same time and obtain

ed possess.4on of the Court. He congratulated 

bllTIselE that he was at length 'honoured with tlieir 
. ttention; as he must own he had yielded the 
point of precedence to ' the honorable ge~ tle-

• 
man (Mr. Burne) wIth reluctance, for though he 

was not convinced by his arguments; he sh~ld J1Qt • 

- lJave' felt ""anxious to speak before him, if h baa flot 
feared an attempt to spe frer a man bf I'll ~fji. 
li1ies aad eloquence might be cons·cered as pJ"e~ . ~ 

• 

/ 



(J sumptn.ous. Having heard such · a~le s{>e'e~l:ie$ 
from the Oicero -and lJemosthenes of this Court, (-4 
laugh} he' certainly could not flatter ~jmself that 

he should be able to offer Cloy thing very-\,\,orJhy 
th;jr attenhion. . Dut at the same time, M . it was • 

impossibl to embrace every thing even in : ~uch 
long-winded speeches (which he certainly- ad,mit-

( 

ted were much better worth bearing than the 

~ong-winded speeches of another Hous_e) he should 

take the ' liberty of touching upon one or tyVQ 

p,oi!,lt-s wnich had escaped -their notice .. As he 

professed nothing at aU of the (:o7l1't/er, and as 
he spoke his sentiments free y and witho,llt re~ . 
erve upon all occasiqns, he should not to-day 0' 

orbeal' stating with freedom; but with respect. 
the few words 'he had to utter. His 'worthy 
friend (Mr. Jackson) had commented at some 

length upon the obsel'vations of Lq¢ Castkrea,gh 
'touching the,conduct of the honorable &erval..nts ;r 

hat House. It appeared that Lord Castlerea,gh 
had ob. ~rved with tolerable freedom, 4pon the 

conduct of those honorable e;erva~lts; -and ~ertaitf-

1y i~ his (MI'. L~\Vndis's) opiniqn, not ~ithout 
$om~ reason: for he firqi!y believed that if the ' 
hono able servants of tha" . house ,had I oked a 
]lttlt! . ' tter a te~ the jnt~rests of the Cornp>q'n}'~ 

if th Y had not allow d.-the 'me iC'ans trading 'tn 
India the,Collrt ol;llq nQt ha~ I"" hearq so m.-en 

, f" 
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as theY-have heard, abo It the dangers of~ private • 
r.ade~ ,' Tht:!refore, if 9Ll h danger:> there w te, 

they had to blame themselves' for slumhering on 

their. poSts, To this negHgenc must be atttipue 

• ted all that · had been said about e baneful 

effects of private trade. And when hoe heard of 

an immense trade carried on by the merchants of 
• 

that country' (Amel"ca). in three hundred sail of 
shipping, brought into foreign markets, and com
ing in competition with the ,lndian goous im,". 

ported ,by the honorable Company ~o the injury 

of those concerned in the private trade of this 

country, he could not forbear to throw all the 

. blame upon the servants of that honorable Hou e 
fOT allowing suoh an evil to exi t. It was what 

might ha\'e been expected; aud which could not 
but be anticipated. Now, "l:i ' did , think, witl 

• aU due defer.nce to those hODo'rable persons, that 

they ·should not have suffered such a compl int to 

exist upon so important a questio'n" but on that. 

occasion they should have petitioned his Majesty's 
inisters and the Houses of Lords and Commons, . . . 

to point out so~e ~ethod tp prevent the Ameri-

can from trading to India in the manner they 
had dOl1e. There was another point on w ich be ., 

, • thoug.ht the Directors \ ere also very much to 
blame. Though he ~ [ very disposition in 

.0 to eak of them individually with 
• .12 l . . 
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( the' greatest respect, ~nd fhough they were vert 
worthy and ~xcel1enr men, as individuals, yet 
when thrown together, like a heap 'of vegetables,. 
thef were 'apt to r.orrllpt each other. (A laugllJ"· 

The sec6nd point that he objected to in 'their . 
conduct w"i;s, that on this important occasion, they 
had imp;ovidentJy consented or a-greed to- give 
£500,000 a year to Govemm~nt, in order to k eep 
£4,'300,000 which they would llave kept, nolens 
,volens; and this withotlt any sort of reference ' to 
t~e 'State of their circumstances, whether jn adver
s'ify or prosperity. His worthy friend (M~. Randte 
:lacksbn) seemed disposed to give £15Q,OO(}. 

ut what he (Mr: Lowndes) contended for wa, • 

that if the DirecTOrs' gave but '£ 5- or £590, It 
ought to bear ,some proportion to' their ,Profits. 

urely the Company ought 170t to give the 
. overnment £500,000, -per ann~m, if thei 

, " 
concern was a losing one. ' 

Now, upon this second point, he thought they 
I 

were really ,"ery ctllpab1e, and did not demand 
as much' as they Qoght; but he' orily rnentionecf 
this circumstance to . shew the imp61icy of not 
looR'ing to their own interests. And therefore 
he ha hoped they ,,"auld not have made 'Such 
a b d bargain as thy did on this ,oecasion. This 
nowever, was not afll observation which had 
just occurred to him,; it had fre~ueot . -, . . 
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made before. ' But r ljaviog sajj st> much, he. . . ... ('" ~ _ . .. 
,begged only to ~dd fhat" he drcr not entertain 
~ny ill· will t .. ~ards th.em.; but, that bcing a;n 
independent .m~IJ, he was desirous of speak.
ing the ~entiments of. 3r,t indepenril.ent I mind. 
And if he agaJn devOted himself $0 peaceful 
retirement, he should no less feel the bme 'por
tion of anxieCty than iF" he wer~ present ' in . t.hat 

honorable Court. He was, however~ anxious to 
. speak this day i.n viodication of his own c n-

. .' duct, oIwh~cb had been attacked for having spent 
all the winter - at Batb. Several of his friends 
had. s,aid . t~ , him-"what, Lowndes! have YOll 

'~ deserted your post at the India House, where . 
" you used to- mak,e so much noise?- W'hy, you 
" have beensilent fortbe last nine months !-What 
" is the reason' of it? "- Now were his taJent& 
9f a little mtlre consequence than they were, per
hapt his worthy friends might have thought he 
had been bought off: (a laugh) but though· lie 
was absent, he begged to say he was not ignor;mt 

• of what was passing in that place. nor insensible 
to what had ~curred el;ewh;re. ·He could only . . 
iay t.o . those worlhy friends who were enqujring 
~ re he had been, that he had been an ~und.J;ed--

• miles from London, and h~d not an 0p.por
tunity ... from that circu stance, of attendin& the 

• • ~ ual ~eeti~s • ., .Happy 'as he to observe, tho( 
( .. 

• . 
• • 
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# a.,great many hings of <:o~i.cJelable. imp:orttrtsc 
to the: welfare of India had het peped while - c-

as -abs~n ·t. J The most pleasing wa~ that of.,the 
appointment of a noble 1 .. 9r<l to be Go~ernor. 
qeneral, of .,India: for he did think that a maq. 
of more ~ccomplished mind, a mao of mqr.e 
cOl}cil\ati~g manners, or whose knowledge and 
acquir.ements were better aclclPted to the good 
government bf India t.han ~td Moira, could not 
have been fixed upon. He was a man who yvould 
do J,nore for the benefit of that Coun ry y and much 
more toward conciliating the good oplUioa and 
confidence of the set~lemeDts of that immens~ 

t~rritory, than any Governor who had been sent . 
Gut for many years. ,H e wa , in short, a secon 

M~rquis , Co~n~val1is. ., ~..!' 

There wen; one or two poilits in the' long 
speech ~ . of "the two hono 'able ge~tlemen who 
d,eIivered their sentiments to the Court) Jp-
~ich he would shortly advert. That he 

pr,nc~pally alluded to, was the proposition of 
tl'\e noble ' J..ord (Castler~agh) to send out a,4' 

,~i aI?, and t];}rce ~ Arclldeacons .• 'Now, reallyl'l 
he ' cpu}d,nQt see the p'oli,cy of ~\lch a propo~ition. 
tak·ng,i.~ in three points pf vie:w-~-In the , fi~l 

,C , 

pI f.e~ in .point of religion i in tl1 ~ se.cond ' i _y 

'Pqf..it.i~llig-Pt; !lnd th tjljrd~ ill poin,t {)f ecpnom!fr 
:f: .Bisl19p a,nd t Archd~a<;ons, i~ ~ was~ c ' 

) 
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-
tended; wer ' ~ ces al'y to go ' out for lhe or • • 
pose of a9vo~a.t fht ~he lcause 'o~ tHe Christian eli ... 
gion~ Certainly n man wa!> a stronger frie d 
to rellgfous stctblisHmcnu than he was: but he 

• must say {or himsel ( that' he:never knew a Bishop 
or atf Archdeat0!1 to forward , religloni--

The' R.e~ :-M . Tltirlwall rose tb orde~. He said . . 
it wa<; itnpossible to sit sti ll ann hear the observ~-
fions of the'nQllOrable gentl man; without cheek

ing louch language. ' • 
Mr. L owJllieS'continued, he saw with a sort 'or . . 

prophetic eye, danger, 'not only to the cause of re-

ligi(1l1, -but 'to the peace, ~he tranquillity, tlnd 
" security of 'British India, from the introductio,n 

-Of an hierarchy into that country. He entertained 
the highest respect for the church establishment 
of England, and he admitted that It was -very 

roper 1th:v: we should ha ve the episcopal 
, digt~ari ' at home, but they were utterly uncoo

geni(Jl with the very soil of I ndia, and totally ',ln
consistent with the dignity and 'tranquilTity 'of that . 
~oountry : ' for he hesitated not to say, that the very . .. . -
Jll?ment a Bisl.1op wa~ S nt .to India', he would he 
ae ~nce plaaed ' in 'a situati higher than the ./ 
Governor Gener(ll himself. Such a thipg was 

• lfever heard nor dreamt of befure, as the appoint. 
ment of a 'Bishop in India. Hitherto the Company 

·h~ ~C!-dl nqmble l mec~ an - unass~inin ·pas ors~ 
• .. . 

• 



'" 

(' woo dis:ha ged their 1"ry in . m 
and unassumi g~ ~am r: burif tl Y' w 0 

end out a ,High Priest the consequence ld'be, 
Ibn! the mild pirit and unassuminglcba acter".of 

the pres nt'Priestboo would vani h) the eau e f ) 

of reljgio~ .... ,fould e suff< T, and religiolL'i dissen
tions 'an rreljgious animosities :ould arise. 
• Cl 

In justice to bi§ own senliment<S. he d:luJd not 

fo~bear touching' <m this point: but knowing toat 
tbe . time and at{ention of the Court bad ~en 0 « ' . 

long e,ngaged {)n that day, be should not ttespass 
much more atmh their patience! yet he hdped e 
mj'ght be permitted to' say tbat he perfectly agl'~ed 
vith Lord·Gast]ereagh in the concluding part ,of • 

lli speech, the re.commendation of which - h~ 
hoped would be adopted. His Lordship had said, 
"he could as ure tbe HQuse,: His Majesty's 

~ligisters, from a sense 01 pubJic quty, and not 
\ from a wish of Hattering .any ,gentlem,an • con

nected with either ,of the two contending in-
er~sts, had adopted the plan he prop~ed; 

namely, ' "ct)nciliat9ry pI n, that the'tw{)· jarrint 
inte;ests of the &st-1 dla Co, pany cand the 

Public shoulq e nit~9 in such a way as d be 
nen fal o ·both.!' ,M perfe.otJy ~agreed in .the 

$ 1 ti nts C'Jf the nbble Lora, and, he boped it 
woli) h 'Ie the effi ct o(rec'O~cmng ~hose jar . ng 

of the mpany and th Public: but hI!' ., 

. 
• 

., 
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'was afi'aid that the Company did , not wish, with • 
.his honourable friend, Mr. Burne, to meet -the p ~. 
lie, lik~ husband and V'(' fe, who had' differed a lit
tle in opinion. Hu bE!nd and wife, he ad~ilt Q, • 
should meet half .way in su"b ·a case. but he did 
not-think the Company would be quite so affec
tionateJy disposed. T.he East-Inaia Cotnpany and 
the Public were .rather to be considered 1ike 
fatner nd son: • the father thinking he ' never. 
could give tQQ little) and the s~n, that the father 
eQuid. never. give too much. ~.A lou.d. lau~n.) " 
-He did hope and trust, . hqwever, that the can ... , 
t~ndiDg interests between the East-India Com
pany and ~he public would be amicably adjusted t 

and that when they came together-the public, 
.as the son, would consider that tbe fatber had 
other 'Children to provide for: . and whatever the 

- • pa.r0nt hag to give io the son, he would give 'it 
,With 'gtlod humour and .grace ; but, .at the same 
time, shew parental tenderness for the interests of 
his younger children. 

• Now, there was pne ground upon which he-
~ .:W041d stand on this occasion, which was-that I 

if, any right OT privileg~ was to be Jaken away 
.from the Company, there ought to be an : equ~v 

• lent fOT the loss; and there were th~ee grCl.nd 
, 'iJX>ints. upon which bee.would demand that equi

• 4 Yalent; thca~st he shou be disposed to le~ve. for 
• • 

T . 
• 
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~ mprc qetailed arrangement:;. T~e princip,k up0l'! 
which ~e would make this demand was this, 
(~eepjng up the simile of father and ;on) that jf 
!t was n.qt for the East ·India Company, as a pro
vid~t father, those children could not eYnect to 

• • 0 '""T' 

., Eave 'had a fortune at all. The first point, there-
fore, woul be to Olscertain the interests of the East
rndia House i~ 'Asia ; ,the sGcoQd, as to the 

. mode of paying off the deb,t of £30,000,000; 
and the ,third and last, but most important ' un
tlt:>ubtedly, was the reestabJishment of the Com
pany itself. He ,thought this should come 
last ~f the ' three, to 'sheyv, thar they were not 
a:ctuated by those ' narrow selfish views wl;tich 0' 

I 

might be supposed to influence the ~ooduct of 
individuals; but that, as a public body of me n, 
they were anxious to deserve aU the praises, w'hich 
'Lord CastJereagh had besto\\'ed upon "theIl); and 
that they should do 'nothing to . dimjnjs~ ~he h~gh 

' character ascribed to them by the noble Lord; 
and that .they might not place themselves in such 

situation, tbat their enemi~s might say, the noble 
. ord ~ad given, them a cl'laracter wpich they. did 

-not deserve. • 
" Haying trespassed so long upon the time' <;If the 
Court, he should now conclude by expr~ssin ~ ( 

:hope, t~at whatev,er they .gFe, ~he.y wouJd gi~e 
it liberally: but" at the same tim~, consideI;ing • 

II .." ): . ". .. 

, 
• 

T 
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that the eldest son should nott Mwe mor . than wa 

his due, because they had other child;en fo pro~ 
vide for. " 

The Rev. Mr. Thirlrvall said"he was extre .. ~ell ' 
50rry trespass, at that our of t ' day, upon 
the' patience of the Court; but- he assured · 

them he did not rise to prolo.ng the geo~ral dis~ 
cussion upon t11e .tgreat qIJestion, which haa al~ 
ready undergone so much consideration and bad 
exhausted almost every arsnment, But there ~as 
o()~e point which had 'been desc.anted upon by an 
honourable and leart1'ed gentleman (Mr. Ja~k.- . 
son) and by 'another honourable gentleman (Mr. 

, Hume) in such a way, that were he to sit still 
and "not offer his sentiments, however humble an 
individual he ,was, he thought he should not dis
charge the 'duty he owed to himself a.nd that body ~ 
u(.men of. which he was an unworthy member. 
He must tell that learned and honourable gentle
tnan he was most completely mIstaken in the 

• opinions,sentiments,and di positions of the Clergy 
of the Established l!:h,urch .of this Countrl; and 
it was too much fot him . (Mr. Thirlwall) to hear 
without denying, that they had the dispositions 
attributed 'to the~ by 'that honourable ntlema ', 
Had -the honourable and learned gentleman sim. 

• ply contented himself-with sa.ying that he woUld. 
t>rotcst ag . nst an ecc~e:Jiastical establiihment 
• T ~ 

• 
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in India 'he (~ ThO lwaU) \lId ~have .had 
nothlng tQ ay to that point, though be shorr 
certainly differ from him: but., when he heard'" 
SU(;~ harsh - expressions of ~osti1ity towards the 
episcopal dmrch, her was · sorry the h(J~ourable • 
gentleman hould have'suffered his feelings to lead 
hiql into :0 unme.rited an attack ,upon their'-cha 

' raoter. He was the more·l ~istressed at such 
observations 'because he did not expect them from 

~,gentlelDan whose' speeches he had helJ,rd with 
so much pleasure_ and satisfaction. Trhe nonour
able gentleman -thought that the .appointment of 
Bishops in India would be i.njurious to the wei-
fa ,of that country in a temporal point of view : l ~ 

fOl'>tbat episcopacy was naturaJJy united with1empo

ral power. The honourab~e gentl~man was com.!' 
pleteiy mistaken liD that -proposition. Episcopacy 
dep'ended not upon temporal poweTt; and . 'f,fth · 
tespect to the supposed danger arising 'from the 
e mblishment of episcopacy in India, it W-M 

contradicted by the facts and experience' 
of. (Other countries.· In America Bishops "wer.e ~ 

• &' 

blished, an'd yet Jl}O ~danger was ever ex 
p.ected to arise ·or had ever arisen from their ' 
~ojntrPent. .Episcopacy was ' estiblisrred in 

-.No.va Scotia. - The. ~isliops -in , that ouotry . ha~ , • 
'ng to, do :whh politi s. They. were ! wholly-· • 

U Ol!nCcted with temporal-power ;:and.hc .oevefo.' ., 

. 
• 



• j 

heam 0 anfl danger rising fj . that ~';l1Jl.ish- · • 
ment. Perhaps dle Court was hot :aWare '11a1 
episcopacy in Motland e!Kisted' without. tenfporat 
power ; and he believed there was· not an or~er 

• of m~n.itn the history of the most piou christians. 
who ever surpassed the Scotch bis ps in the 
blameless tenour of their lives •• 1ie krtew-many 
of them, ~nd they..e!id honour to that church -of 
which they were members. It was fallacious 
reasoning. therefore, 10 contend that. episcopacX 
was jn~parable from temporal powell. On the 
contrary he w(!)uld maintain, that episcopacy wa 
.not at aft hostile either to civil or 'religious free
dom, or to· any otber of the advantages' which 
rendc;red society valuable. He (Mr. ThirIwati~ 
would not )hiel? to the honourab~e gentleman or 
to ~ny mao, in ,sentiments of unlimited toleratio 
V a~ classes-and denominations of christians; but 

he .did ,c1Aim for himself, and for episcopacy, aU 
th9se ecclesiastical privileges whi.ch, whether they 
wef~ to be carried into .India or not, were .a ... 

• t(emely necessary .in his <? pin i~n, and .insep~r bfy 
conneQted w' h eqclesi;lsticaL go~er,nment .. .... An 
hPDourable gentleman (Mr. Hllme) had sttted • 
that tthere were a great number of GPaplains.· 

• jll' India, and I a great number of ecclesiastrcaf 
appointments undp the rotection an pat aDage 

• 
• 0 - the -C.om~nr~ I . e \V~ Dot a~are t t , 

• 
• • • 
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clergy -Were so nu~erou~ in 'that countTY; but jf 
tIley w'''re, if was 'an arg~ment f~''fciv'(:>u;' of episcd

, par appointments, ' in order to tJ~e good gover'n~ 
" mltnt of the clergy. It was of the ' er . essenc~ 

of episcopal gover~metlt that there should be 
such appomt~(ellts ~: but it did not, t erefor~-, 
necessarily fol10!W; tliat 'temporal pc> er' was in-

' I parably connected with epr~opal power. ' They 
'Were as distintt as possible. ow, he was a 
.member of the nationcil establishnl'hj t, and 'why '? 

o 

Because he wa"s an pisc6palian. '. He '\V3S an 
rpiscopalian, because he was a membd tlt the 
Protestant establishment . • Supposing he nciultt ~ 

cross tHe Tweed; he 'would 'not necessarily beco ne 
~ member ohhe ~iltion'aJ establishment of Sect-

o , 

l~nd; but he :would be subject to the episcopal 
government of that country, ' uTlconnected with 
temporal power. 0 Now, when the horlour.abll 

, l, 

gentleman had stated ' that temporal powet was 
intimately coniiecfed -with j episcopal; fhat W' s 

• a. ' very 'strong argument ' ag inst tris -statement ;, 
rihd herefore he be~ged, to set him right up n that 
polnt. He ](:new that many people hi "'cluretI' 
unde.l! a very great mist~l&" nnd ii, was--an" error 

t he wislted to correct) with i~spect' to -epi C('1.}Tc11 , 
government; namely, t e 16e~r oftempcral p6WeT. 0 

b.eint' essentially fCbhneEted ·v.~i'f}il ep1 ct'pal fri-; 
fjje~~. 'fherefore~ t hen tie 'Ke<lrd hose"harsh'" , 

o 
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expr ssions of the,., onqvrable, gc t~e , a • wben • 
he heard him sneak, of that aD;lb~tiQus, assum'ng" 

~ ~ , ) 

-arrogant (l!e "w~ nQt quite 'sure that theibonol,l~~ 

-ab!e gen,tlemCl.n u~~d."tl)e last( word), but tq, t 
• ambitioll ,aspiring .d~positioa; as if ir-was abso. 

lutely 'es~~ntia\ t~ th'e support of fpiseopacy that 
the Bishops and c~urch dignitari s·shoul~ be am
bitious and aspjriqgi he begge.d to tell ,that ho
'nourable and learned gentleman, and all who en
tertained, similar opinions; -that history and exp,c • • 
'rjence (:;~ntr;ldicted such statements. Thi Country, ' 
'he mflil1t'lined, WAS indebted to the clergy and 
-,cp' copacy for her liberties. CQuld any rnanJook 

, '-,t>ac~ ,to t,he period of the ,Revolution, and 

recoliec;t the magnanimous and heroic conduct of 

the six ..Bishops. in the Tower, 'yithout being 
convinced, that there was nothing in the prin-

'ples 9£ epir.copacy; hostile 'to civil liberty ? To 
hea~, th.ert!for:!, su~h , language, as that used by 
the honourable gentleman, wouJd be ,highly 
unqec(}ming ill him, if he did not, at the moment,J 

point out Jhe injustice d~ne tp the chara-ctq of 
the Nerarchy f t~is country. He himself lWaS 

a very bumble man, but c'ertainly of an inde~..l 

penq, p.~ .mind; an1 he ~oulrl do ju.stice .to the • 
• b. f bishops, and contradict tJ)e state rOt: , £; 

th~,pon.9"lIJ1ble gen~remal', by sayjng. tha therttrj 
\Yas , not bing o~!l9 aspiridg ambitio.u~.oharacte ~~ 

• 
• • • 
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the disposition oft~ose right reverend pe~n! •• It 
was true, they had temporal privileges in this coUn
try; they had a right to them: but th~y bo~e their 

hOBourswithmeeknessandhumiIity: th~y bad rte er 
shewn ant dispbsiOOtl to viola e' the pr~ciples of < 

'our ' free Cbnstituti0~. On the contrary, ' Upon all 
ocoasion;' iheirati c!v:in~ed themselves anxious to 
uphold the prir.dp1es· of lib~efri, Bnd m~irttam the 

- freedom of U ,e Corl~titution. With respect to . the ,j 

.ilono\.!rable gentleman's (Mi'. Hume) argument, 
hat instead-of increasing the number of <4haplains 

and 'clergy on the Indiaq establishments, they 
'ougnt to be diminished, he never he~rd SO ex
trabrdinary an argument in a christian assemh}~' -

, ',The argument of the honourable gentleman-went 
'the length ' Q( aying, that all attempts to 'con~ert 
the poor unenlightened Hindoos to Ch~isti;tnity 
should be given up. Such an irlea . fiUeS h\irl 

~ with horror. Good God! Did the "honourable 
'gentleman reoommend the Court to exdude the 
.Bible fro.mlthe 'shores of,Bindostan, ' Jest, by en- , 
Jigi)teriing t1re 'pppr litndods with the kn()wledg~ , 
·-of1.n ' true GotJ, . th~ :ouId be tSubjected to' the 
. temporary inconveniences of this world? Would 

t -he pr&clude those unhappy m~n, from participating 
. in the blessings of divine trutb, and enjoyiog ci 
blessed eternity? W w id J\e not endea¥our tcp 
rescne them from that ' misery in whicb tbe~r 

, w r 



.' . 
bHell ig ounce ha-cl' sunk them ? Would he not 
• • 

endea\1qur. to' am"eliol'ate their condit jon t Could 
' that hono~ble 'gentletnan ,near of t~e dreadful , 
and u natural sqarifice~ .,aailY' In'ade amongst the 

• p.Q6r'H~na06s-~: without e11t'~rraining ~feeling~ of 
hOl't:'Ol',r Could b.e4tear 6f.a', ~ife heid, offeree( up 
"as a~ctim .to · the". m~ne$ ,of bel hu and, and 
those other dreadful ritt:'s= and c 'remo es which 

) . 
tisually 'took p]ac~ on .such .o·c¢asions, w·tthout 

wishing that the bJe iog.s 0 Chnstiailrty might be 
-<lissemi~ted aaton~t an "onenligntened peopl I 

W:hpse' cori'ditlQl1't without '~C1h means,' uld ne\fet 
be ameliorC}ted ?" He. was. so.rt';f. · to' ha rd such 
#gum~nts fro~. h~ 'honourilble gentleman, . arid 
he hoped be w.owd 'excuse m~ for .having thus 
warmly; expressed his dissent 'fr'om .such opinions. 
: Mr. Ba1!dle oJaelcsoll O"ged I ve to .e 'plain. l 

He sa.id the rev: r nd lltleman 'had pot words 
intlJ hjs . m~utb , wni h :he Muld be ' extremely . .. . 
sorry, should go ~ th-from that place, as ex pres. 
~iv~ of .his ;sen ti)ne:l1~·sJ uncootradicted. It a~ 

• not yer.'j likely ,that a .. ' m;io, who was . himself a 
merna t of the ~tabHtib~d cbtu'ch, and wh e tife 
hfld 'beeri ~ ~f~ of Ttvefence tQ~a as the esta-.. 
bli hed hi~rarohy of. . country, shquld now. 

• speak so lightly 0' ,tbeliIl', as t le reveren crentle
m~n was pleased to, say 'he had spoken. But he 

,. !,egged to ... etnin~thei"o rt wha,t the proposition 
v - , . 



D~BA!~'E ~T a'l{ . ' • was; that he really p ;mtended for! It,wIW this , 

(tha higlf. and l!3uhing: a,mbitioll ,was,}n.. ep'~r3:b~ 
.from high station. That ,was 'Yha,t ,pe ,sajd ~ jio.d • 

what he would now contend for. He-. ~)Iuded. 
to ,no' p~rtj~u)ar persons 6~ class of ,i~ h;.idual~.; 

~ for he thou&ht that tpe . ap'point.ment of ~ 10J.d. 
chief justiCf. ? r flJ3ishop, with a spl~nqid ~ i~n4.; 
was nearl!~ alli~d ., to tempo~al influ.ell.ce ,an4 

, ., J 

power. And to him it would make DO . s~~t 'Of 
difference. '(J..J/za4 the profession of tpe persoJ:.l was, 

'\'tIh,o was vestep 'Yith sllch 'highj tempor~l 'powe~ 
and influe ce, because the dange~ from s lclJ 'n
fl,uence w d be the' same in the one, as in the 
other. ' All he now contended for was,. that if 

• t 

such ,appointments were made, and accompiluied 

by that pow~r which was inseparab!e .jit;-Qo'l.. high 
stat ion, it would be ~ most.Qang~~ " l>t':gioijil1g 
He deprecated such a commet'H~ement, aJ)Q Ire 
}lQped in God that it mi~ht. Qe~er ta~;troot. i~ . -.: ' 

, ~lr, Hume "vas sorry .again, to trouble ... th9 
yj:>urt; but he p1ust be al owed to say something 
jp ( ar:~wer to the reverend~ gentleman, who ha,d ( 
p.ut yl'ords ~ntq. his 'mouth which he had I\e-ver , . . 
us!!d.{ R denied that". he alluded . to p~Htj)l: / 
fl~we~, ~s conl}ft~Gd w~lh( the bishop, : :H~ &d ' 
stateg ;Ba~ ; DO, ,man w~ lc;l be'tpo e,_ an '19u . 
see a religious estab4ishment. 'nder ·<.;e.rmin ~ r~-

" g~l~tjom,..il) • .Indj<l-, tban be wa\. )de was iqr.o '" 



;E s: -I:rfD-I.\! HOl!ISB • . " . 
th !eQtlr . uld <Io'hia( the ju~tice to recolled, . 

ilia . h "begai{ witb"'fha very observciticin, B \: 
, H! 'CGi1clucfed 15y tatiI1g~ that there were, at pre- • 

serlt, tletg' men ' in ' India, sufficient for eveJY 

d~F1ca~ dUlY 1hat was Teq~lred. 'JVs chief' ob
jecti . was':uPQn fhe score of econ~lIy; and he 

. ee'nied tnat 'he had used tnose·.mpr er expres-

sions attributed to g\m by the reverend gentleman. 
( Ci'fts of' qdestion , question I) . . 

I 

: 'The 'Rev. Mr. Thi7'lwall expressed his willin'g-
ness,to apologize ' to both the honourable gentle-

• 
men if he had misuriderstood them. 

· "' Mr. llume repeated that ' his objection was 

'opon th'e score of economy. . , • 

· · ... Mr. Lowndes, as a member of the university of 

Oxford, declared that he 'must b~ allowed to say 
he had used' no· expression at disrespect, in. 

' ~l~id\lally,~ towards the Bench of Bishops. PIe 
ha t~ greatest ' respect for those re· .. erend 

prelate'S, asc(}lin~cted with the church establish

m ent in England); bot in India, he must say, 
,. he really did not see t]le necessity of having such 

appointmentj. On the cOBtrarr, he ' ~incerefy 
'tho. ght they would be da·ngeraus. (elY if Spol/ ! 
Gpokef que;lhJn1< u!slfon I)-The honourabl' / 

• • 
• gerrt~eman was }1roceeding to, make sam-e fott 1er 

obser>Vations--- ~h~n , ,. . ~ " i 

• Ii,fhe Dc"puty t:Jlair.man interposed and 'called 
.' u 2 • 

• I 
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c the honourable' gentlen an to drder, reth
O 

ding 
him tba he had already bad an ,opportun ty 4f 

. delivering his sentiments. .; f, 

Mr. Kinnard, Smith requested permission to 

say ·a few ~ords. fte sincerely hoped tlJ6it those 
(" gentlemen Who advocated the cause of tlle .~m

pany in 1:lrje Ho\!se of Commons ,wduld s ill per
severe in \oeir exertions to obtain such a charter • 
as would be perfectly consisten! with theinterest$ 

as well of ~he Country as ci the Company. He 
d'oubted not that the ' te rms wollld be liberaf; but 
at the same time, Ire tho,ught that if the trad~ were 

opened in the way propos~ by Lord Castlereagh 
. ':"-unless there was a very great retrenchment· . 

both in th15 countrY'and in Indi-a, of the expences 
, -" oFthe Company, and likewise a reduction of all 

t heir officers of every descri ption, aqd of thdr 

pensions,-i t would be impossible for them to 
~ exi st. At the same time, he dia lope Qnd frust· 

." that 'His Mt.ljesty 's Ministers w.ould in some de

tee ab' te of their original intention of opening 

t e Outports, al1d that tite Company would at l 

least ~lhrt theroselye~ in °a better condition·.than . ' .. . they e~p cteel·. ' Indeed, he himself thought the· 
t ropositlons Lro\J.ght forward by Lord Castlereagh 

had not 'gone the length whicN had been feared . t 

. ~ And le also d id hope and trus t, that they wouW 

c nsider the existence ,*nd sup'port the proper.tl • 
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df ViI are of thqusands ' hp we~: depef)dent . 
- . pon.the, c;1~~ermiIlat\On of the ques.tion in ,hatever · 

way it ~hould be oO(lsid~Ted. 
The question ~as then put from the Chair; 

upon the Chain;oan's ori.ginal r~solt,1tion, ~d:car. _ <t _ 

ried I:\nanimou Iy. . . 
. -Mr. HumA: again rose, under om; plUrmur~ of 

. ih~ Court~ to propose his mot~n; otiserving, ~t 
the same time, tl'at if it was the wish of the 
Gourt tha he should withdraw it, he would d~ S?: 

. fA. c~ of move, mpvc !) • 
Thee qu tion after ha,vang been seconded, was 

then put from the Chair, when 
Mr. R. JaclcsoJ~ rose to depreca.te the ,motion • 

• He hoped the honourable gentleman, from a con
sideration .of the circumstances in which tpe 
:Company. now stood, would hil'lllSelf pursue tthat 
-line of conciliatory conduct he had recom
m nded, ~y ~itbdrawing it. _In the first pla~e, 
he begged to st~te what the p-roposition of tl)e 
honourable gentleman was. It went to pledge 

• the wilDie C~urt and the whole body ,of the 
E~t India Company' in a vot~ of tbar»ks, ,as 

/t were, to the Minjstefs, for the liberality they 
had shewn upon thO occa ion. Now, for hi, 

. t / 
own part, wben~e consid red how .mtfch of the 
lndepep ent feeling of the Court would .be saC;fi.-

• , n~d by flcced~ .to t at tczolution. he must gj.,re, 

•• • 
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'for one, ;is d~cirled n gati we to it t fpr ~~n if th~ 
(\ ~jjn \ ' te~s ~ad takC1n up, the, cause wit I, ~me. de '-" 

• grc& Qf liber,ality, which he (Mr.]ackson) · a~~, 
knovyledged hey had, yet still such , q ,resolution, 
as his Vlfould. not only be jncon istent ~hh the 

, whole proceedings in, their preseqt stag!!, but 
would be ~ltterl)l) useless, as it respectf;!d the gene-

i \ ' 
Tfl,ioterests of the Company. He not only s,aw 
n occa ::,.~on for passing thi~ c r~solution of-ac
,kno~Jedgmcnt t~ that liberality which the ho-~ 
~ourabl gentleman ' stated to have actuated the 

',cQU luct of Ministers, bpt he saw d nger Cto the 
interests of the Company, by its laying them" as it, 
were, rat the feet of Ad:.ninistration. He would 

' p t it fo the good sense of aJl who heard him, 
whether they would be likely in any ~ay ,to iOl

' prove their intel"~tsby laying them Ives at the feet 
of Ministers? And he would leave it to the fa,ir 

. consideration of the honourable .geotletpan him~.· 
se f, whe~hcr it would not be s~ultifying the con

duct of the Court in the most c~traordinary way. 

after.tbey had passed ceIta~n resoiut.ion ,. and re-

. '. (lOgni£ed certa;!} prill~jpJe:i) incoosistrnt with ~ome 

of the resolutions proposed to the Hous~ of 
~ommons? Even the c,,"nduct of the honour

. able geodcman him elf would app aT inconSistent 
in some respects, because he bad; set out with 

r 
ackhOwl~dgiJag thQse vi\::ws • . .Bu~ the honourable 

, 
• , • 
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• •• 
gentlerri1 's proposition assu~es that there was • 
rea'lly a hostile fe~l ing, and an indi po 'rtion I() 

til ' part f the .,Court to Miee t the Minist rs.. • 

Now if that were really the ca e, such a propo'S!-

• tl6n mlg-):lt · be · ~e~y scasonab e. The honoanthl 

gentie an stated h is reason for makiIJg thi pro

position to be, that that Cou rt l\l i'gh t ~,go on in 

th-eir share of the ~egociation, 1n a conciliato 

manner: but he \\;tould ask, was it nece sary for 

stich a resolution to be .. dapted by the Court, in: 
creer to in<i'oce them to do tha t wl1ich their wA ,. 
good sense, theIr own' respect to themselves, their 

own convenience, and thei r own interest, ould 
prompt them to do? Sur~ly, there was ev ry dig.. 

posi~ion in th e Court, without that sort of man

date which th e honourable gentleman's motibn 

c~n'fa in ed, . to become concirato . T h re \VU!> 

ev ~ y disposition to become so, not withstanding-
• • any ltiea t he honourable gentleman might enter-

tain upon the Sl:lbj,cct. B t the honoulabl~ gen .. 
tlemart did not co tent himsdf with the mere at-

• tempt at , persl.Hision, I!i resolution was couch~d 

jn terms of cO~hmand . 1t w~s lik,e a man gtary • 
. order upon the Court to ' crouch at the feet of 

Ministers: '.f that you do forthwith enter intb c n-. ,...,. 
• si deration ,'O'ith th~ King's Gov rnm nt; koo:J) 

ledge the - libe ality of their views, :t d lhank 
• -- t lem .fot what, fl have obia' ned fro hem. ' • . .. 

• . , , 
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Now, that was as much as to ~ay, t'b 8$' tM , 
Court c;: ulq Dot get all they -had been vVlsbiVI ' 

, for-as they could Dot get that which Was essential 

to their interests, they should content themsel e, ~ 
with }'ust ,so much, .if tliey could get D6 better. . "c I() , 

, Courd that, he would a. k, be a wise resollJf 11 for 

, a bpdy1ik I hem to a~opt? Howcould a pro osition 

of this ki'nd lea to a c6nciJiatoty adjustm~nh If 
• f • , 

th e was a sincere wish , on th(; part 6f . the ,~ofu-
\. , ~ • l 

pany to'~second t,he proposition by ~heir conduc .? 
~r Iy' a spontaneo.us, ~nsdlicite'd, i,nhere~rt d~s
posi.tion to conciliation was ~ be ter assurance to . 

is Majesty's government of the sinccrrty of fhe 
C,Ompany in their conciliatory disposition, than 
any forced, stiff; and formal declaration upon the ' 

, the subject. He knew the former was the .tern .. 
per an~ dispo!Ji~ion of the 'Court;" an? , the~~fo 
,there was nO oecasion to make any humiliating. 

I prbfe's ions of it: and be had 1;)0 h~sitatiorfl in
saying, that, whether it was th,e Directors or the 
Administ ration which thought a communi'cation 

nec€ssarv with each other, that communication. l 
II J "'- •• 

< henever it't09k pl~ce, would be attenckd :with 
e highest' possible hOl)our to ~.oth' parties: but, -

pre ent, he was pets.uad d, the Court must 
, see it would be exceedingly ilHimed 10 requir~ { 

. at communication; perfectly persua<ied, as h 
as, that the good sense' or tlfc £Court~' and- tbti I 

\ 
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natural desire .they must have to consult t ir own • 
;ntere~ tc;) would induce them to rernov ~very im

p~diment to conciliation. F r his own part, he 

really. thought the resolutions t>f the honourable 

• gentlcm~n, if adopted, wou' be an' attual ~~pe. 
diment "to conciliation, at the same.ti e that th y • 
were inconsistent with each oth r. Tnt! first set 

out ' with acknowl ging the justice and the li
berality of those resolutions . laid before Parlia· 

ment .. . together with the substance of the conduct 
• • 

of the Court, and contailled a great deal of impor-

~ant matter. But the second desired the Diree

.~~rs to g'? upon their knees, to communicate tl e 

.temper of the Court, . in an audience with His 

~aje ty's Millister~" and to desire that they 

would do for the Company-nol all that they 
(Ute ComJfany) could wish,- but a:J that they 

he 1iniste'ts were willing to do for them. NoW' 
• • 

what advantage could be expected from such a 

proposition? for that was tbe substance of tpe 
• honor:tule gentleman's motion. He hoped the 

Court t(1erefore, would c cur with him in 

bes ecbing f~e hODorabl gentle'man, th~t h • 
. wo Id not ~vail hims If or take advantage of tll 

• u p~l form of a. public a embly, to. ropo 
re olution of that kind; for he must know ho 

• it \foul<l read \yj the ~u lie, that such Reso 
tions of. an )1onorable Proprietor ,in th t Court 
• . x • 

• J • .. . . . 



• 
.. , were posi ively negatived: ,and he &uid put it 
. , ttJ tlie lien'Orable gendeman's own good sense; 

whether the real interests of the Company would 
be consulted'. by eh a course of proceeding? 
For, surely~ the Cottrt would never bri~g" itself 
to support 'resolutions, which told them that 

II • 

they must' .throWf> themselves at the feet of His 
' M~esty's Ministers to ask ~or bits and scraps. 

Such conduct would not contribute much to the 
p'eCtability and character of the: Co l1lPa ny , 

and therefore he should ~ope that the ho~rabte 
g ntIeman would think it advisable to w.ith
draw -bis motion.-(C~y of PP'ithdraw! With
draw!) 

Mr. Harne again rose, and said that, injustke 
,to himself, he lloped th~ Court ·would permit 
him to say one word in explanfltion. ' He could 
have no sort of intention whatever: (fither'- to· 
d grade the Company, or dem~n it i,n the eyes 
~f.His Majesty's Ministers. , But when he reeol-
) cted what had passed on a former oocas,ion, and (: 
,that tbe as erti?n Oft the·p~rt of c~ttain ~gertJle-
m n was, that His Maje'sty'~ Ministers had.brokelf . 
off the 'conference with the Company, he had 
f . 
tn-ollgbt, Ilthat -the' best way of ecuring concil~-
tioi}, on the part of Hrs Majesty's M' nisters, was 

to ;adopt -t:\le resolutions he ha proposed; and, t 

rtH~re~'J."e; eonsidering,the discu iolt4l\) tile House 
" ( 

I,· .. . \. 



• 
, . 

.EMIT-INDIA ,lJOtiSE. • I-• 
C~~ns a he ail:vance courteous, he wa 

• 
"WiHing teat this Court should meef the flouso 
halfway. He had no objectioD to obliterat 
from tJ.1il resolution the word " liberal," aud 
~ve it in the..mo,re geuertft term ' to wh i<:h it 

• 
was conveyed. He shouid, with 1 at detel'enoe • 

to the Court, still penevere in~~k~ng'their sen e 
upon it, .,. 

Mr. Jackson said, that the alteration suggest-

ed, no lpeans obviated bas objoetion tQ ~ 

inotidn. 

An uoiver al cry ot~ 1¥i.t.hdrfmJ! Wlihdraw! 
A4journ! Adjow'n! proceeded f{'om 'all partsqf 

. the Court ;-when Mr. I-£ume again rose· aQd 

said, that, as tbe seDse of the Court appeared to 
be so iltrong. again this moti 1, he should be 
extremely' sorry to press it: he would therefore 

... wi: hdr~ I . • . 

c, 'rile hoD. gent~eman's motion '"va" accordingly 
wttborawn. 

• A g~neral (!ry of Adjourn! A4jourll! from 

all .puts of the C04ir~, an.i the, JJeputy .c;'air: 
. ma bad ·put the que tion of UJOUI rnent, whep 

Mr~ HumtJ again e. ' He said he had a prp
position to mako to the C.()urt, whicl., he ~ 

.sore, would meet with t e unarumou pproba.-

• tiOR of all th ~n1Je • er present. He thought, 
ml a .OI:P.JIIOt~)U.s occasjon \;ke the preseot, th~ 
• 

• I x '2 • 
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o 'gl1,t to be guj~ed by wh~t had taken 

,plnce .on a former occasion ; ano· he was ure 

that no man there wbuld be willing to deprive 

hlm$elf, on ap occasi~n like thi , of the oppor

tunity to expr('Ss his' approbation, and hi~ fcel-

t iog of gratitude. 'towan!s the conduct of a gen-

tleillan who had eminently distinguished him-
elf by his exertions and his talents during the 

wbole of the negocisliol1 :-he mean t their lion. 

Olairman, Sir Hugh Inglis. He w~s ext~me

]1 anxious to follow the ~xample of the G~neTaf 
Cburt of Directors and Proprietors, 011 the 3d of 

April J 793. As they were not likely to meet 
again b fore the annual election on the 14th of . 

April, he was sure the Court would excu e him 

tb~ having avai ·d him df of this opportunity, 
however late it was in the day, of moving the 

. f. • 

hanks of the Court to the hono rable pH'ector 

and Chairman, whose public dllties, every man, 
he .believed, would admit had been productive of 

the greatest advantage to the Company.,(Hcar! • 

f or! llear!) He was de~irous therefor~, ~hat 
this just testim~ny shouTd be borne t~ his valuab e 

vice on the pre ent. occasion. . Without, 

t~oubling the Court any furtl r at present, .he 
should conclude by'm0vill~ : - < • 

" That in con equence of 'th~ t1mportant set! .. 

( vic 8 render d by Sir Hugh lrl>gli~. Bal"t .. dur .. , 
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" ing the present n~gociation with Hi Majesty's . 
IE , Mini lers 'for the renewal of the' Company'~ 
" Cbarter, it is recommended to the Court of · 
" Directors, after the election of Directors ou 
" the i 4th of Apr;l next, 0 solicit he .aid' and . . 
" assi stance of the said Sir H u 01 nglis, Bart. • 

" during the remainder of the .itegociation, and 

" that he now b added tq s,:!ch Committee or 

" Comqiittecs a!'l m~y Lq- appointed for that p~r~ 
"p e." • • 
• 1\1 f. Rock seconded the motion. I .. 

Mr. Kinnard Sm.ith ;tated in a few' words his 
concurrence. 

Mr. Ilume said this was a resolution of thanks 
similar to that voted to Sir Francis Baring ·in e 
ye~r li93: and 'he doubted not-but that thiHi~ 
unanimity would prevail on the present occasi6n~ . 

... om~ cfoubt~ seemed to be elltertained by th 
Directors, as to ~he regularity of the proceedi{)g~ 

when '. 
The .Deputy Chainnan addressed the Court, 

an~ sa.id, he hoped h~ might be pcrmittcq to ex
press · himsc~f upon the· propo ilion ' which had 
been so lib rally' and iO hand somely '!lade by th 
honorable Propr' tor; who, on thT O~CiIl ion, h· 
paid a just tribute to the merit~ of tht ir worthy 

• 

Chairman. hen the honourtlble pJ'(\ ri tor . 

had fi t lJtopo ed his motion, .he (the D put 
, 

I 
, 



)58, 
C' 0 

Cbairm\n} had imag,ined ~at there wa,'! no pre
ced,ent for a proceeding so desim"ble in itself> 

• 
o apd .&0 a.,greeable to hi , own feeling!> . But it/f\ow. 

bf:came .his puty to state, that upon inquiry" he, 
wu· happy to nnd <:he same honQur h:. peen 
conferred .on, Sjr Francis Baring, ill the year 1793" 
as bad beeh .allutled to b)7 the t;onourable gcmtle-: 

map . . He ht'g~1t It::a~'e furth.:!t to .sta£e, that l16 

had Dot the least knowledge" nor the least anti .. 

ciuation, that the honourable Propriet~r Uleant 
(~~ ~ 

tq pay,that merited compliment to the honourable 

Chairman. He cou\d ~n'y say, that having fre
queQt occasions of .knowing the zeal of his 1.0'7 

JlPufllble frjend's miad- the anxiety he felt for the • 

. i r~stsofthe Company-lhe watchful and active 

,haTe he had tak",en in promoting its welfare":-'his 
, ardency in embracing every opporturlity to for

M'a,rd those interests, flnd in a matlaer which · 
cou1d not be 6~rpassed ;_and kDowrng~ too, 
that no circumstance, however difficult or 
peiilous, could induce that bonow'able per.sol'! to " 
sa.orifice those jnter~sts;. it became him, it was 
is well~ his duty as his g.ratifieation: to .say 'gat. 

,if lIuch should be the testiIDQny of t~eir Bppr()-
" ~t'on 3p".d confidenoe for his.honour hIe ,col 

letlgue be should be happy in 8 iog ihe Com~ 
PAOY continl1e.to be beneiked b, the tale.nts 'and • 

erviGl'h wbi((h, bad ,:sC? much Pond s h?IW\1raoJ.y 

., 

( ~ , • , . . 
" .; . 
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dr!tinguiS'Oed ll.1m,-al$lOOugb, in commo 
th~ hOIlOllraote Chairman would be ~ t · () . 
the Direction. , At all events, it would be a. 
testimt>'flY to his character al d his abilitre ;'-a 

• the ap,roba.~ion eyf the Celli"'!:, to a m' d I,!kt h' • 
wdu1d, lie knew, be deemed the bigl :t re 
to , whtcn hj.g ambition C.(!)u1i' a pire, Tbe:re 
was one other 0 0 ~rvation ne wf)uld t31ke 

liberty <?f m:rking'. De thought cbis act or. 
justic , WhirJl was. so honourable to the 

Obj~et' of it, would be a ~ure presag 

strength of tJll'e Comp~J1Y's ' cause, and W'O 

add to the probability of its lIuccesg.-h would 
.~hew tha the measores which had been ilitheFt()' 
pursued, mee6r g with such wanD apprf>batio 
were likely stitt to be foil o-w e(}, and that no 
change in" that syst~m could be de;<:lred or e~ ... 
gex~cte<t wh-ic~ . hw cl'mtributed so IDHCh to th 
welfare and advantage of the Company. (Hear! 
hem-! !rear!) It was a slllong indication af .al 

'. intentio~, on the part of the Court, to persevere 
in tha.t;., poli<!y whidl. add d so much to the. 
$t<re~g.th and good governrn nt of 'J3.l'itisb I~dj8.. , 

0' 

He wCi>ul~ s>1'i-11 in4!ru~ a,nothel' ob er1tlttiol1, wi ijf. 

the permission o~ the Court, in allusion tn t 

mal10n witieh dIe honourable Proprietor had P'o
po ed, but wbi1~~ he, -With so- much delicacy 4:b 
the fee ~n~,ef to e ~urt) had withdrawn ...... ln 

• , 

• 
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alludin(Jo the. past, he ' th~t.Jght the Court ougbt 

to d~w sotae presage of the futll;re: 13 r . h t~ 
(which was past they were best able to ~hti

. cipate what might enSue, From th~ past if 
wou1d " be seen a , G acknowledged, that no 

opportunity ha.d been lost by the Directors· of 

promoting 'every feeling of conciliation; and he 

w!ls -sure he m~ht with eq 1 justice add, that 

the Court of Directors would never in future do 

aqy,thing inc~nsister.t .with the interest's oi the 

Compan : but, on the contrary, that they would

seek every opportunity ~f conciliation cons~sterit 

with the 'great object at, stake, and' the important 

"charge impo ed upon them.-What they had. 
~lready begun they would continue to persevere 

in ". and so fClr as ... he, personally, 'v.as concerned, 
he hoped he, ~hollld again have th e tionaur or 
rendering the'm his humble but rtjithr • servi'c . • '. . and he assured them, 'that no means should be 
spared on l1i's part to protect the East-India Com

, pa~y ' in thc momellt of difficulty and ' danger. 

That should be the 0' eat !)Djcct of his lite,;' and ' 

to i)eco"me ins tnimental ioa1 it protect1on \~o~lcl 1;le 
'the 1> oudest honour he could desire. (Hea,V! ' . , ~ 

Ii ar l) • • 
He hoped he had n6t said too much lie was ' 

afraid if he had. said less, 1 > sho¥l~' have said top 
litt1e~ He was , their sel:¥ant; and i was s ",;~ ll 

• 

• 
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. . 
his duty, his gratification, t9 Natch and im~t ct· 

their iQterest .-;-Where\rer he might placed 

th"'y sho~ld fipd h~m faitl:fuJ and conscienli ll,S, 

anxious to devote his whule life to their honout 

• and service.-He doubted not but the motion n . "" propo:ed . would be carried with that qnani ity; 

which, while it affords the high t b nour~ to 

the merit that elicits it, wiUivc additional 

value to the grateful t\:l;'stimony of dpprobation. 
t , 

}\'Ir. Twitlling said, that h v'ng been a 01 m-
ber of tfite Cou ,t. of Proprietors ' i n the year 179 J . 

wh-en t~c resolution was, brought forward for 

returning thanks to Sir Francis Baring, the then 

' Cllairrnan, and for continuing' him in office 

ddri'ng the negociation between His Majesty's 

thel1_ Ministers and the Company, it cert:ainly . 

did ,occur to his 'mind, that a res lut ion of the 
• 

same nature might be offered upon tile present 

• -- " d ' oC9,asTOn, ~provigg the con uct of theIr honor .. 

able Chairman, tho).lgh he never mentioned it. 
But he di'd not wi sh that the motion should come: 

. I 

om the ~de of the bar on which he hat-}- the • 
lJo~~ or .to it, fr~m motives stIfficiet;Jtly .obvX)U, 

tQ ne~c,l *any explanation. He was convince~; 

however, that orne hugCJrable gentleman on tb~ 

-other side of the" bar Jwould propose doing 

that for Sir ugh n.g1is" which had .been done 

lor ~lr It. B~riog f ~nd it Wclb with p~uliaf pIe ': 
.9 

./ 
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sure e heard th(: J norable .gel tl man bri:l,g 

forwa 'cA a motion , whith, he vgai 5>!lre, would 

gjJ~ infinite satisfaction to ~verJ m ember bf the 

Court pre.cnt. 

,. T~e Deputy C~airma.n said he be~gcd leave 

to etond the mO.rion. .' c. 0 

~ r 
[Howcve'r" being informed that it as already 

seconded, h~ ~en put the question, whi ' h ~va ' 

. 'carried unanil'nol1 ly with )dud acclamations.] 

Mr. Pigb!J said It~ would not, at t~l is moment 

. of the day, have ' PI'~suOJcd to occupy the utten-
l • v 

t ion of the Court at all, h ad not a Clrcum~tancc 

occurred to hi s mind, upon which be would 

t ake the l ibcrty of }Julting a few questicns . l } 

~. After the brill iant display of talent!', and af ':er 

all the iuti.'l matioo that had been laid before 
the ('ourt lipon this subject" geqerully, a cir

cum ' ta ll(,~ had occurred to him but had 
I , 

e cap d Qthcrs, and which J)~ thOUg:lt required 

explanation. " ' hat he alluded to, was the se~u

:.rity of the pen iOIl paid by the Company to tilt! 

mu' ~ noble the l'1arqui ' of \-Vclle ley. H e w s 

~ ( d\~ irolls of kno\'v~llg \vhcther tllis sul5jec!: would 
~ . be taken into the ~onsideration of th'e CoUN? 

(". 

It occurred to his Illi~cl~ from some observatiqnii 

wili«h HI from an hUllorab 'e gentleman, (l\lr . 
Lownde ) respecti ng the Govern~el1t making 

good the Jcurities ot' ~he C~ Faoy" in ease tl~~ ~ 

" 
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mpany }wuld su (ain any inconvenience f,'om 

le J oss of tbcii trade. -Now, it WE> 1- 'et recol-
, d . L '" of./ ' ie'cte , t hat t e r,en 'Ion d- 5000 per annu to 

Marquis Well! sley, was for twenty years from 

• the year .179'8, provided the. Comptlnis xc1 -
sive t r:tde M long exist d. t t ha~ he. ur 
to his mi ld, that perhaps the per,. cil' 

~ght ause in the noble Ma qni 's 

degr~e of d~lieaey, ;1;irh might pbrhap intf'lfe l' 

with the l;ne of his publl J Feelmg that 

th~ no~le M~rquis might SUppf)Se him elf to· • • 
appear interested in the. vent of thi qUl!sti'on, • 

though his independ nt mInd \vo lld disdain so 

.. uuworthy a consideratiun, he (:\11'. Highy) ~1I8 
(lesirous to free l'lIm, evcn from the ~hadow ~.p. 
imputation on the subject; and houlrl therefore 

he ' glad to ~arri if any means eo!dd be devi ed 

f8 securt:! thG noble M arqn i '~ pen si ~n, and, at .. . 
the !lame time, ~lieve hill1 from all appea rance 

of obligation. This was merely a suggf!s tion 
of his (\wn , wbich he thl' w out f(lf the consi~ 

aeration of the Court; nd certa inly it wa not 

his in~n on tQ. make any rno IOn 00 tbe ~U~f'( i. # 

r. Lowndes said in a fe~ words, that eertainJy • 

the noble MarqUIS" p " on ought, and, he dared. I 
o ' 

to f..1Y, uo d be place' upon such a footing 3S 

to secure it from danger." . 
o J 

The DepJit y thairman b<:gged leave to state, 
• 

o y 2 
• • , 
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that it would not be in the power ofdf:he Dir~ 
• tor t, to· ~ccompli$h . wluft wa,lI pPOpo ed bY.t,th. 

honorable Proprietor. It was a matter in \\ hich, (> 

at present, they could not interfere, and it must 

rt!main fOj future c~nside~ation . 

! [Arte~ a.few words from Mr. Hurne, ' pointing 

ut one or r t r:70 terbal alterations in the vote of 

thanks to Sir fiugh Inglis, which wt:re accecl.ed 

to, the Court' adjourned. ] 'l 

\ .. .. , - ., 
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