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Company pr<lC~ed.ed (rmu ' purely cC'mawccia 
&q.nsi derari ODS, t ~e magnitude and importilru:e to 

. hich the 'East'lodi~ Company I as ptogr sivel, 
.d~EJrlce4, dS W so .interwoven with the :politica 
- terests QE the, .cmpir~" qS .to <;teate . upon Ire 

mind a firm conv~ctio.n that jh8 fllainlehanve' of 'I.h~ 
INIJnop.o/y of tlte Earl- IlIdia Company, is '£71(!Jl mOl" -
;l1lpOrlatz/.trrlhe political interests af I~e Slate, thaW. 
it is 10 the ~f)illmercial inferestsoj IbeJ!:ompa.ny.' 
F.ortified by such ,!pinions as these" they had ~ . 
right, wid,. truth, ~b assume to themSelves that 
t~Y lwer~ not aoting with partial yjews, as:: Pra~ . 
pr' etors of Ea~t ,..lfldia. Stoc~ but as Citiz.clilS. of 

• • l 

t ,EmpIre. . ;' 
, 1;Ie kn4W n~t.the per..sons ho ~a{l caUeq o~ . . 
g.o ernm n1' to throw :open; the trade, -but> he 
thoug t the Company f)ught to ma.~'e outi\. Btiong 
case; and th.Ql,lgh. in de.ng .that .dl~y must ..satisfy'n 

. the . teUect and 'philosophy J)f Gia~,()w and..of 
LiverpoQ!, yet they were not obli~d. to satisfy 
the prej-t,1.qiQeQ 41}d ~he_selfi4ot~l\est¢d. .But how 
wee ~ef ~o· do this? Tke E rtof' Butki,ngham. 

~d the»), that {he Nerbal . .fep~es..entaticin$ 
e ~r$on.1 who 1JJld 'met th.e -: Ministry, had. 

~o depart trom thcirl1lrigiDatopiniOlls. ~ 
.bu~ e fu cd to' le~ hcro k.n-o what He argll: .1 , 

J 

mept's made u 'e of were: a con.~1'lt:t et.y. djife:' I 

:cJlt fro t t opted by Lo~d Maville ' at t~c 
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penodof the last n ' g~iation. But the EadoC 
BdckinghaJIl~ire went. a little,farther, ' if,' says 
-he H th 0prnpany ar .particularlY esi.rol1s tq 

know the reasoo's wh'ch infiuen,ce u's, (he-y wl1J 
find them in ~ the Petitions on the t:1.b e of diC" , I 

House of Commons"-' if jntleea any giv n'taf) e 
could · hold such ~n immense .ma,ss. (A /ap,gh.) 
HfS']ord'.hip had l10ulld hfmself,by thi's paragraph; 
in,it e said' that he ,\vuuld act 'according tq tb~ 
<>pinions contained \1\ those' pet'itians' ;' he I.la5 
.committedbirnself ih tavol ,of the'm: Now, let any 
man readtltem, arad say, wheth r any two of the~ 
.contain.a ,r.oposition by which "reasonable Qeulg 
would ~ guided.. If his lordsbip wa-s Dot ver 
parcial in considering these petitjons, he rnu 

discuss other s1ilhjects, as weM as the renewal of 
-the Compa.ny"s Cha.rter ; for many·of them !leo 

m~ed up-with ~ tlie two great que~tfions of P..a . 
liamenlary eform aud' Catholic Ema1JcipaJi~ 
(A laugh.) " 

Ne hoped tlfe oJitoble lord, .who tilled i1 a,eat ia 
the Hou.se .af. ellS, wi so moth honOT to lji .
self and advantage to the puhli¢J would c~ll ( 
m' d his aff'ectro;D £Or the petition r, . b~n he 
felt . cli~erl t.o · .oppose' either ef thbse tneasur • 
(He j. 11£.il~ I) ' He..hope:tl that, .when hj ,auty 
imp e.d · him to.d liver his >sentiments against 
Farlutm.enuirfi for tl Cadwlic Emapcipiti a.~ 

he would recollect that his very goog frien<1s at 
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the Outp~rts, to whose opinion he pc id 0 muCh 

deference" had .exhausred pages, in pi'oving the 
D>cessity of <;onceding those two important ql1ts-
tions . '. 

The hon. ge!ltleman, in fa,rther i1Iu ration of , 
his argument, had noticed the rapid strides 

made by the Al11ericans in the Indian comlnerce , 
,(and here, mQch which he said, ough~ to be, an
swered; and much ought to be answered by go
,eroment), in consequence of the liberty sranted 

\>y this count~y; he argued, from recent events~. 
-that trade might shift its' seat; that these immtini

ies to foreigners were unfair; and that Commett e, .. 
.., a;; was·eloquentlyexpressed by an hon. gentleman 
(Mr! Grant) who preceded him, would force \ts • 

~ .way, in spite of confiscat.ion·" bu~ning and death. 

: /fhe.Sc were points worthy of their most serious 
~. ; I ,I .. 

'Conside.rati on. 
He-had hoped, some few years ago, that 

h'c shoqld hav~ had an cl?p~l'tu'nity of amehd
pg nd . al~er'ing the regulations on this sub-

ject, \ipen the rene~al of the, Charter cam'e ' to 

1. be C90~ered , f~r ~e did
r 

not believe that "any 

.,~SOI]~ . n • t~~~ r J;>qlitical
j 
l~em} her~, ?lcl..!'hen 

Ii qntemplate,q i4. s bv r io.~-h.e had ~ ho~e~f dlat 
ft l~ ve ,.. been{ an Ene: ish Clnd not an 

<;> I "1 ~ , 
• e n 5;.harter. • forme~ !ook t e 1iperty 

of stating what in -his oplnio~ would e t ~ e ect 

Qf iranting so much license to the Ame~icans;, . . 



the cons'equence .ha-d unfortunately been 

;ltl':ted, an'd the same was likely to pccnr 'again, 

unles'i. t~~ subject' should be attended to ,by lIis 
. . M ajesty's lt1 i~ i sters. 'The ex!eht of li'ceme 

granted before the war, was detrimental to 'Out 
i~teresrs, and a si~il ar effect' ml1 t 'take 'place, 

should government persist in the same system,. , 
when the Americans returned' to their senses ail , , 

to peacf!. (Hear! , hear!J Perhaps AmerIca was 

t~ated rather ca\'ali erly-two Orders' tn Council; 

w,ere '"issued against her on a fo.rmer occasion, 

whi~h enabled us t6 , seize t heir prope ry. 
They. th n sent Mr. Jay to th is cou ~hry; .. to 
ettle the d ifferences between the two, s.tates. 

That g ntle man said, " feeble and youo a e 
are, if. you ,continue thus to t orture hs,' . e must 

hazard war." On the late O rders 'io ' Coun· 
Gil it was not his intention here to expati~r2 ; 1 .. 
though lle might be of opinion, t at' ~having, 

been once issued, theY 'sho!-\ld I),we been adhered 
. " to with more firmness. The fact however, was, ' 

that some time . af~er ,the ' representlifion of r. 
I' , .. '. . .,. 

Jay, those two Orders were re!Je:l.led, a d com-
pensation granted to those wt~ose 'propetty had 
been takeo under then{. , 1 A treaty as then "coo
<lluded with Ameri~i: ' th~ d13tll artic l~ ri Whicn 

, , \ 
2:ave the merchants o( that ountry t11 VI g~ 

lrF . 
. -of tfadiqg to India. 1 neg Ci:1ting lis ftbttty. 

J . , . } I J 'l JJ ,J1l , t 1 

~(v. ,! .,J .. ~n 



b party thong t h ,wuoverteaching tlie other, 

" gene,raUy the case J it turned out, oowever, 
the benefit of the Americans-7the wily Arne

rlctn Negociator was fdo much fb'!' us . ' The; 
.. teaty was'meant to permit a dir.QCI course! to IndIa 
from America, ' but the Americans contended that. 

a e;"uilous course was contemplated. While thl! 
Itlbject remained in this state ' ~f indecision, that 
hydra, the French Revolution, be'gao to mak'e 
such rapid.strides as induc.ed us to endeavl,)UF to 

keep on good terms with A,tperica ; and he recot
lected the Letter of Lord Melville bn the subject. 
ct We must not now," said ,4is lordship, " be 
toO strict i~ our construction of the American 
tr~aty." The poi'nt was 'consequently given 'up; • 
and thence it 'followed" that, bcfo~e many years 
had' claps d, the Am ficans were almost dur su'· 

per,iots in trade. ' The PO'tuguese and Spa,uiards, 
ind every neutral State, then tame forward, and 

C1alm~d, as a right, the same privilege which was' 

grante? to the Americans. An :Act was in ~orn
sequence pas,sed, confer\l'jng on them the same 
privilege as the Americans enjoyed. He had 
afi~lgned the Act in that Court, not on pa;tial 
6r na'rr<lW motives. - He ' said and would srill 

, ' 

,dl~ henever the East-India Company, ~ om. 
ant of capitaJ, or managem,ent, failed in carry- ' 

jng on aU.' th.<: commerce which their situatiQ{1 
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. 
admitted, that the British merchant" on the E~ 
thange of London, was next in rotation, and llQt 

the Americans, Spaniards, or Po!"toguese. "'. 
If. as the holl. gent: had stated, a variety of.art~ 

'c1~s, for which tlleywere paying money to foreign
ers might be procure~ (ro~ I/:ldia, it was thei~ duty, 
as fat as they p~ssibfy could, to pro,cure them from 
that country, by ~bi~h means they might encou

rage the enterpri1; and industry of ~heir fe~low 
tit!;loCns, instead of enriching aliens . t ,But wileJl 
he made this observation, he must arso remark) 
tllat this could be done, to th~ greatest extent, 
throllgh the medium' of the India Company. 
And, if the private trader feIt himself aggrieved
if he desired a greater degree ot liberty, let him, 
have it ;-let there be a nUQlerical increase of 
tonnage-let the three tl.tousand be enla,rged to. 
'six', 0 even ten thousand tons; and an alteration 

he niaddn the mode of' impoFting their staple ar- I 

tiele. ci But no," say the merchants of Gl $go~ 
'Ie this wHl not satisfy. i.1S; all colonfal rights are 

open to human nature, and '."e must have liberty 

to go to India ourselves." Now, he allowed that 
the commerce df. the Ea~t ought to be c<;'l1d/Jcted 

on the most Jiberal scale; but still it ought to 

'be conduct'e~ 'tnrough that medium )Vhich h~d 
shew'n tnat' it was rTt(lst capable of making 

the wises in:ang~ments-a fact which wai borne 

2·.-\ 
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ou.t by the hon. geotlen lP 'S (Mr. Hume's),own 

statement, th3t, in seven years,. the private tr~dc 

iud been increased from £ 181,000 to £800,000 • 

.... B:e hoped, jL there was any person present coo· 
" . nected wid}, the government, that he would beg 

pf themr to Jook to the latter part of t-he argu· 

mcn't of the hQn. gentleman . . If ne were borne 
out i;>y his document;, and he' did not doubt 

but that he- ~as, he proved that, n()twi~hsta1ll1-

in.g the non-importation f\ct, sU<lh was the~~las· 

f city ,Qf commerce, that ~ greater ,-trade .had 

beep carried on with the western hemisphe.re; 
~in,ce .that Act was passed, than befqre it was 
in, .e~istence. He mentioned this the mqre par· 
ti,aulady, because they had greatly alarmed them

selves on account -of the . rupture with Amerioa. 
Now, ifit ,were possible' for his -country (America 

g.~vjng gone to war with her) 'to export a grel1.tt1r 
proportion of goods to the weste.l1n :wo.rld, after: 
han befol",e that event, without the assistance of 

the United States, it was the duty of , every states-
~n~n to encourage the continuance of this inde
pend nt t raffic, e\ren when peace should b!\ve been 

I1cluded. H e WaJS spr.e nothiog had oeca.;' oned 

graarc» ~tupor and surprise, than th.e r cent SUG

c~~s of the A merican prj vateers ; aod yt\t lltler~ 

""~lnot a erc.hant·~ derk in the, 'City of London, . 

who did not know th.t it wai the privateer fa::tion· 
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in Acnerica whic hurried tha ation into hosti· 

lity. (Hear 1 henr I) RecQUectiog the success 

which ' atteJlded them at rhe commencement of 
, ' 

the former contest, they.: were anx.lolls again to 
participate in similar profits; and scarcely :Was 
the ink, d'(ied on the ' declaration 'Of war, when 

the signature ,was put to letters of marqu. 

(1-lear 1 !bear I) It should be remembered, tha~ 

Carthage, the greatest maritime state of ancient 

tinies, was overturned.by a power, which~ when sjle 

oommenced the contest, was so defective in naval 

means, that one of the vessels of the Cartha

ginians, !Which was wrecked on her shore, Was 

made use of as a model for the building of ship! 

to 'Carryon and effect the ambitious proJe'Cts 
of. the Romans. (HearJ hear !) ' And, how

ever contemptible in the commencement, yet 

that '!'{.ery) Roman ' power did ultimately conquer 

at -sea-destroy tlle fleets of her enemy-ruill 

her commercilIlgl'eatness-and, at length, utterly 

subvert her emp~re-. Yet the proportion 0f oav, 1. 
st-l1ength between Ron e and Carthage, bore no 

comparison wrth thaI:' which America possessed 

a rthis day' n reference to Great Britain. He 
f.-elt, therefore, . that there was no 'safety for 
E'tlgland, but in keeping down America, a a: a: 
{til rt:t1e'flntiQn. '( flear Jr heJr.'9 And he hoped, Whe~. 
tOU ' ~J" ,- .' ''2 A ? 
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evet pe~ce sfwpld be restQred, that they \ rould 
not be again let loo?e Qn India. (fiear~ pear!) 

The han. gentleman (Mr. Hume) noxt aci,.vanc

~d ,an argu~ne nt \~Ilic.h he thought qirectJy in 

~~v9r of the Company. He observed, " How 

, ~o lish it is to say, that the ' I!Xport trade to China. 
can not be increased, when, prior to 1,793, it 
a.w ~mted only to £6'19,000, and, in that year, 
it was nO, less th<\n £J,3~O,OOO; although there 
was, but one investment for : the proprietors." 
11m what WflS the rea,soQ of this incre,ase! He 
c It d on hirt} to state the fact. The Compa
ny had 'sent Gut ~ great embassy to China, one 
objeot of which was t9 extend their exports, aod , 
they wer~ in I consequenq! increased to the sum' 
nientioned ,\¥,itf;i. such confid~ . Ce by tilie hOD~ 
gent~eman. Suppose, whep the China ,ex pOJ' t 

tril~t; " ~as only £629,000, 'that ·the gentlemen 
of Glasgow had observed ' to Ministe.rs..-" B e5S 
us! the China trade is only so much, but we are 
s re, if you op~n it, that We( shaU raise it! beyond 

yoqT ?Jost sanguine l e~pect~tions I' ~ .and suppose 

MiJlis.ters were wop. by a s't rtions lil\e this, .stre

nw:>usly urg q, an9 agreed to the proposal ; he 

putrit tp J~e ho~. ge n~lerpan; "aPP- to the expe
rj~{lc.e'9 f hundred .about ~imJ who kDeW the , . 
je~.l sA Rp'~ ition ' ~f t;11~ CI ines~-he pUb 1t tl0 

his can 4;19 ' t~ se ~fsons been sdfered t.o. 
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P opeeq to China, would th~ p:port ' t 
9f ~fi· atQm of it-have now

l 

ten'lained ? 
(M • Hume saip, (, Ce'rtainly not !~') 
rflae han. gt;~Hleman· candidly admitfed that ' it' . 

would not' What then be\!ame of his' argU1 
men? Instead of keepjng the . trade in a fai r 

and ·just medi llm, would hI! e.rpose ittof.:very 

c;langer; by throwing it open to rhos~, who wO\~td 
not oe .under the control of the Company ? BQt; 
certain rS0115 Mid, t here was an iner sed capiJ.
city, which might be still further improved. The 

Companydlad taken advantage of th t increas d 

c:lp3city, and they ,hud shewQ 11 0 diapQsitlon ~Q 

r lax tlre-it exertion. Still, howeve r, the ho . 

gentletpan c;o~tended, that the traM ahbu1~ QC 
thrown - open, although he admitted, l:1 ; t if 
such represent' tions had been attended to, at <\ . 

former day.1 the whole trade ffl1,1,St nGw have b Cll.. 
extinguished, t , • 

The han. g ntleman also -'ba.d notided the 
prodigiQu~ increase ef expol'ts, ' between 1806 
and ISIO. Ellt whi\t did all'tliis shew,r him1 

-That, under the Government and Cdrts:tiPtl-' 
tion Qf which :he haa spoken with so rhu~h 
respect, as a.drrlirably, 1idapttld to ~tlppbrt lie 
I n"dil,ln 'Empire, both t'he e.xport atla import 
trade harl progress.ivtily increased. nd was nol 

r 

this an argument, that any i :sdtiltion wn:t'htt> Id 
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ao so mQch service, was, tha~ w!Jich oUdht t-Q 
I j ... j V t" ~ .. t '.b 

be cQQtinced and support~d .. instead ofgivi,o""ie 
~ J... 1 ,.." " 0 

up for a plan which was untried, ,and qimsttquent.-
!Yo uOfflown? Tt1e hon. ge{lt." next ~ajcb '''<.o but 
you~ tr..ade to India is a jpsi.ng t,raGe; w~y) ~heo, aU 
this . nxie~y. to preserv~ it,?" 'fhere was, a r1as9n, 
that mi,gbt ha~~ occU[red to , hi~. It appeared 
f~pl'Jil an accou?<laid before the Hou~e f e:;om
rbons; that, of th,e eight miUi 115 wh' ~h w~re 
ci{~~g~d agains~' the Companv,,' fife .miJ.lion~ Jlad 
- J 'l. '. ( 
b~en ,expensl, d in yoluQt:.'lry contripu~-ions ,and 
o~,her,splenq~d acts .of patri9tism.":"'r Hear! Hcar!) 
He ,wonoe,.red, ~ben ,the hqn. gent. was a~ ~ l(1)5$ , 

to account for a f~w, million~" that he c}id no~ re-
, f I! H"! f~ . I 

'(?Jl~c~ 0; ~ m c!t)1~g ?~en dip,9ur,sed i!l 0at mil-0-

nero ,,<::. ill," sai ,the' bon. gent ' f.y0Uf trade .is f i) .... .,'1'" I, J . , U - \.. 

. a 105;n2: one;. eyen vou~ Chairman said so;:" 
~IJnL 19 r)4 ~. J J ." .. . 

N?J~' .w,l{e ~~ :~l~~tl.0ll~~ ~ln J~a .~;C; _ Irm~g' l · Jit. 
SU~P9r~ ~f IV5.".ar~~~~9t" he s~QuldJ ;hfl}'it uote~ 
his .wprds • .} ~ Q ~ , lr!ter of thFJ3t~ (of; Janl,i1ary, 
) ~g9 J t~ th: pr sen ,Lor Mf Y~11e, (then presi .. 
dent of the Bo~r~ of COPilfP..], he~8a:i , " in", fact, 
th~~npianr,tr~de'qas ~n 'lp'j. ~. p'f} gail]; )1a~ gr~dp
ally', ~eased, to b~ P- qbj~cl\ Qf if.1?Hortance eit~ er 
ta ~he ~mfl~n~,. or JO ip,~iv.id ,uals.' : '~I])e l~~~ 
La d Melville said le same, tJ ·ng.-" .I~ is 0 t ;1- f.l ~ '" ,~ , 

no onsequencc::,,'.' ~aid . is ~ord hip" G' to. allYl "( nc I ~ "'''' t" t .. tl 
E>9~. ~~cep~ ' tl P911~i.sal J?oin~jofyis Y; f. gd 11w.·l~ 





(or nO better reason th~n becanst! I sa V the trade I 

is unpro ucti e .... ,..;. (M, '. HUtIle here ;,lIiJ11aleJ 
III . Dad "did; Not ;, Ibat it sllould 'he falull a~a'y, 

\ pui, thaI, liS'a /QJini'f'atle, it ~ Mi be if 'art" , 
importa'lce to tlse COl1tpany;- if I/" wil".' op'~ned) : .
..... l\!r. J~ck56n resdmed, by 'Stating; th, th p6'int 
was very' itJ}material-his p'ropdsition at pre~e'rit 
was, ~hat the trade bad not been a, lo'sing trade. 
But :roppo ing it was,.} n ',o..me years; he appealed 

to the 'cllnaohr (jft11'e hoIt, i~rftie·n;a~.~ as. efsed 
itHnercantile affairS'; whethet, if 11e"h;itf"a vaddy 
'o'f adventures, ' inteBded ' .ft)~ fhe . or Sl~ 'dim~ren:t ' 

ports, 'on one of. \ hlCh th~re wa.s & lost, 'would 
be on, account of the d~fa1ca~' n in t ' OF, giv , 
tip a1t the cstllC:Ts ? And, he' Q~ll ~,Ibn iftlley 
acted .upon this pJafl, at~d ' rel . d9.~hing 'but . • 
).m~ ~~ pl'ofi~.ahle, tbeY·in\lst give 1.1 1i1 at 
and MadraS: "{ile' r t; m,s .frorb,; ,wilfch ~ere 'v~i'y 

".. y • . 1/ 

,man, and the expeflce~ .very 'considerable; l~'tlt 

they retained th, 'i:n 3S tile' p~tworks of 'tb~ir cle- ", 
fence, by ,which th'ey ~were" eQ bled 'to p~..g. e9t 

ne~l; ana, ~':1png as by"po essing tlHs tradt 
tti~ ~eTd' eTl:1bl d to ,Iltt,pP¢tt! their ,*e')rreg~l1ated 

.: ••• ' »poly?" w'l{U:SA'I '~ll~ s~aTY t{) , he preserva 
of thei~ wh,?le'sy.stenl, they '}l;ul ·no ~jglit t 

mi>lain~ e en -if' thl ioss were greater. 
+,he hon. gentleman 'c;{)r.c1~d~d 1 i~ s~ef~Jiy.1 

l'ariet'1 of 'Statep1enrs, connectod rwi.th 'thetr re"e~ 



nUeS anc1 t~~rit()ry •. In t e first iristanc~, 
them, that there was no end to the capacity of the 

,India trade-; and that, it the private trad~r was suf-
, II • • 

-I • lered tp Improve it, teD ,times as.much might D~ 
-done :iis was at present 'eft t d. But the moment 

-- he c~~e to tha art ~f.t'h~ hse~ wh;re the 
,Cpmpany appreh~nded-di~ d~llgert(} tQeir Indian 
l:errf!ory e~.j~ted~ ~ro:me)y, -fr 'm: ~~ )~lltlX; I , af , 

, , ~trangerS., th'e SO rTItlch·oCJasttd traGe J)'ecame "' a ' 
)trifle, ihd he asked) a little jocularly)-H What 
ad' yo'! fea.r fron;l a few runaway vagabonds from 

.. !hc .ships o£ the prfv~te-t'rader~; ' ()O ~n eXle,nt or 
, '~t a5t,of 'neiu.3000 miles?' He would tell him t 

Ii· in ~ - »iQ~' of: ~h1Ch be had po~njll 
.. tu~1i ' '1gb ·t~;dls, . from the active po-lic ~hich 

'Was esrabHshe'd, it was. clear that danger had hi. 
, . :,therto been ;apprebended ; and if -the government. 

' tompa~t as h was now" had its hand art every in
tlividQil .who ,.cand.ucteg. hi~self cOhtrary to the 

: ~8tab]f~hed ~ :regulauons ; ~ if evel Y.. EQropean 

stiange~ :}Vas arr~sied by 't'tle police' . and if such 
. strjctn'e5S'wi~ cOQsidered ~(:hiqlp 'rtant, as to in
, a'uc~, fL clause~ In Jeyery t're~iy between the Com· 

, ' ~a~l ~il((t .. ii~" ~'it;iv~ powers (which 'vere-regq. 
' larly.lllid e,rot:e I'tfle · Boa~d. of Control)-i(" he 
:.repeated. ihe>go~erDIIient fO~(ld it 80 important 
, ~ thing toguar~,~ st the"ent ance of unknpwB 
• erso~~ .at t.b ~ , ~eQt time ', he put' it to the liop. 
'.. .. ,\ ':: ... 



. 
-gent\~than, whether he must not aami ,thnt muth 
greateir 'daogers were lIkely to arise, if :eqropea 
,Wj:re perm~ttdho':fin<l theIr way in 0 'INdia,' u -
(h eked and 'uncontrouled? Mus\ . ot) 1 dlscn. . /. 
minate commerce, to ' use the words o£l lf5dHi 
Melville, 'be f01lowed by indisc~lrriJna~e- ace 58? ( 
And' who could potnt out th~ b9undary at.which ' . 

the evil thus produced would t rmin~ e ? ': r1t, 

Throu&hout the ~h~le o~ the hO . g tJe~arl~ 
arguments fie h~d S ven the go-bye co p etely 

} ' .t , .. • 

to, "any cdnst!tut onal effect w~ich . mIght' a islt ' 
from the ~ite ;:Mi6n. I On thj~' omt ,lie appe};ited 
not to indulge tne.smallest fear, ' Ye"t Ih! ron 't 
himse'f allow, tljat if 'the govhHiiieht everi"llot!d 
the coasts \ with 'officers, to pre'serv the reveli' ~, 
as had been observea, ' this alone ' wbuld pr~duce 
'some I extent' of patronage. Th ,' a~g~r' 'b tbe 
constitu ion, in the event of a" change, bad lie n 

. most emphatically poii1ted out . by , ~he ' lat 'Lb d 
l\<felvi le, and he made -tHis observ~Mon, beca se 
a'11 indiscreet notice ba'd been' takim of r erex r~. 
sion made us~ of 1>y 'the' 'Director;, ih I tlfei1'-1, t r 

c: of the 30th of D" temoer lasrL.in wliic~ \1{ y 
, aid drat the subjet t invOlv~d ' qu~s d s% ' 

t importance to the safety 'o£ 't i:s ~~~l~ ' ~l.I.I:).. 
Ire i.n India ana of the 'Bri6sh b S U ·OHTat 

borne." . The Earl <;>f 1}~ci{lngliaHishi; ~q int~n • 
wet tb this, io ulged, he! tt\6ugh ! tlf ~I~ e"l' , 









. It wa intend~d, it ,seems" to conti1)U t .f: e . 
chlsive trade to Cllil)a ip the pan s ,0 t~~~ ~ , '. 

pany,; , but it )'Vas ' utterly j far'tieaJ •. :, ,d a4 . g 
• ipsu]t t() i,lYjury, to think thbY cq 14 'at' it:,)en- . 

ti(C", if' the adventurers werS! ' ad19" t~~P:~t~ "'h~, 
,Arc:hipelago 9f. the Eastern Seflso, .'rhe qir q ~{ ' 
were supported .in ,their opini?ps by 19 Y .. ~f : . e' 
great~st Statesmen of moder!l timt}S, .som,:! .. !?! 
whom were now j~vi~:g; their opinio,}s were to ': 
tihed by the sentiments of t1;'1 pr~sent ~i!lis ,e: s ," 
them~elv s, ~yho , in answer to the si),'lIJ pr()/l.. si.,· 
tiQlft of. the Djrectors, admitted th~ ; da!lger t~ 
iWhicl~ the ChioCL T ea t.rade would, 'be .e?,p~ , 
(rpm indiscri minate com,merce,oJ a d ~h~ lW9,x,i,; 
miry of the Eastern lslands, froro which SQ Cl (; 

panger w~s e.xpected, They ~jjerw;r(ts d pa;r.t~d .. 
fr m Ih:,s pri)l,cip,le, stati l.1g that 'verbal r~J?1' ~Qli 
~4tio"-l had caused the change, leaving, te thf. 
the Herculean labour of perusill!! the ,vaioQs , ~ , u 

jletit'~oq~ from the Outports. The Gue::;tion.t 1 , 
~ 4- ) 1 ... 

f ' ,!h should tl~e'y now ,r.-~.nd. p,erhaps, it was . lW 
I of t le last q,cts "ofth~ir p.,?litical·,exist~nce,.,-av~(pv 

th 'r (jet rmi nation to support ,and uphold \hcir 
Dil;ectors ip the course they had takeo, to -1 ~ 

• • L" 

\' ry eqd f the contest, if it were nec SS')-fY f 
... ~ ... I U. J • 

KUt) ing that, they , were no't fighting the b ttle 
. ( \ . ~ 1 

of he Company', ~ but of ,th,e Empire; know'o~ 

t}l.at, tl ~ey ~er . ~.:,htiug , the bMtl . ,of t.he . 9~~\1;t~ 
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of India, who ~ ere thei(subjects; he was sure 

the,? wdtIJ<.J. ac with firmness. He was con
. fh 'cd tli intellect of tAe country was on. their 

. s1'd'e.1 eJmeant not to ca t any i\'nputati~n o~· I 

tHe ~el1ng 'Of gentlemeu 'at the Outports, .who 

.11 a.a' right : 0 improve every dvantage which 

oWe red , but he might be allowed to hope, that 

the interests of :the Company WC?lfld not. be suf

fered to sink before the speclliations of GJasg?w 

and of iverpoo1. (lIear 1 hear 1 hear I) . 
Mr. Weyland i said, he ' thought him elf 1>ecu~ 

liarly' fortunate, hat the extraordinary tale 1t and 
unanimity with which the debate was ca r,ied 

on, render~ it unoece sarr for him to go il 0 

a yi'-argument 'On ' the opposition which had 

De rf giv n to bis resolutions. He now cod. 

ceived ' that it would be advisao1e to adjourn 
't111 ' 'Tuesday. 'In the interim he should en

deav.o r/ in con:pliance ,with the suggestions of 
, ie~ fa) ' honorable Proprietors, to compress the 

retnainlng propositions into one; by whi ,~ 
meanst hcY'should be able to go through that 
p'art of "the' business, and also the reply of Mr. 

Hume, If the courtesy of the proprietors should 
permit hifu again to ad"dress them, It was ob

VIOUS, if they went through the seVentee1i re oll ~ 
tions, seriatim, ' and had a debate OIl each, I ar

liament must meet long, b fore they had decided. 



Sir Hugl, 11lgl/:~ stated. th.lt by t~e idea 
hleh had fallen from the bon. Prop' t!)t', it 

ahould seem as if he consideted the hon. movet 

• 'Of the amertdm~nt entitled to a replYl Now, .e . 
believed; in all assemblies where ~bjects were " 
debated, that privilege wa~ only allow,ed to the 
original mover 'of a resolution; but ai, no 'per~ 
son had spoken ~n the other sidej except the 1)00. 
proprietor (Mr. Hume), he left it to the indul-

'. gence ?f the Cou,rt, whether they .would pla~~ 
him in a 'Situation again to ad<;lress them. If ,/ 
they , acljourned now, this ~ould be determined 
hereafter j but he could not permit the CO'Jrt t6 

break ~p without .stating, that if r. 'Hume . 
were ~l!owed to reply~ it: ,was as a rnattei~ of 
courtesy, and not of rigId. : ' 

Sil' Hugh I!zgUs then put the questio~ ,of ad .. , 
journrnent till Tuesday; the 26th instant. ' 

~{r. · K. Smith suggested the propriety,·· jf lt 
met with the approbation of tqe gentlemen an ' 
both sides of the. bar, . of assembling on that dily 
at ~ hour earlier than the ' ordinary time, which 
would add mu~h to the facility of getting th~ough .. . 
the business. ' 

Sir ' lfugh Inglis, considering it a~ m.ost qe .. 
sirable that they sh?Lrid ! finis!} the i~s iOIl 0 

• 35 speedily as possible, ye~ with aU dW; tlelibe .. 

ration, thought it woUld ?e ad~isable • • ~, ad 

.' 



as, to give 
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. him any satisfactory answer. The a.ppeal had . 
been made by His Majesty's Ministers to the 
~urt of Proprietors; the last letters rece' ved 
from Government were meant to be s\.1bmitted. 
to tllem. It was therefore for tbem to decide, and 
for the Directors to obey their decision. At the 
same time~ tb,at circumstance did not precll:1o<! If~s 
Majesty's 'Ministers from sending to the ex~cutive 
body, who would at all times be: ready. to meet 

. them, when they could do so on principleir 
.commensurate with the safety of the Company. 

Mr. A(derman Atkins said, he should be ex
tr~mely , h~ppy \ that His Majesty's Ministe~~' 
should hil\'(~ jt conveyed to them; that tlJe Co ' t 

was wjJJiQg to extend thetrade-gn a lib 1 
loQting, on broad ancl national grounds,, · such ~ 
should be consistent wit~ the security and ' sa~ t1 
of the empire. This was w}lat he desirefI might 
be done. If the GpverJ,1ment then said, , '~ th; 
uade shall only be openec;l as we ike,", tbt( 
Court ,""ould stand acquitted of any narrow ie~J 

and ?\1inisters would incur a responsibility they 
did oot now contemplate. 

The question of adjournmen~_ untH 
waS:UWD put .and c;mied. 



... ," , 
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." I ,~. • 
"'\ ' 
,~ .. he Court assembTeo 'at eleven o'clock, and the: 
mrnutes of ,the last Court having been read-
""8£,i' Hugh' Inglis opened the DusilleSs by stating, 

tba the Court was' met for the purpose 'Of ta.king 
into fatrbcr consideration t11e very momentolls 
qu·e'stiorl tha't had been submitted t'o them.' 

, .~. 1(. Smith said, that he ro.se with much dif~ . 
Edence, too request their attention, after so many. ' 
eloq~ent arid · powerful arguments had been ad-
d c fd; ' bu he thought it a duty incumbent on 
Ui <, and onl every member of the Court, at, 

t::tt omentous crisis, to give all the assistance 
JJf' th~ir power "on SO 'important a ubject.. In 
V1e\:rving'the papers laid before the Courl, h~ could 
n refiaHl from offering the Directots his most 
6ll1d:r tba6ks, not op'ly as a Proprietor, but as a 
1lrttish subject, ~or the m~n]y, upright, and ' te~,. 

'P.i(e conduct 'tHey "had main'tained on the pre-
sent occasion. He wisbed he 'could peak as 

, favourably of the ietter of the Earl of Bucking
h~mshire. and 'say that it displayed as much dis. 
creetneS$ and moderation, It as a production to 

2 c 2 



whicH ho fuan in tbi c()untrY'couId look wl n· 
aiffeh~nce; it not ont tbreate'ned to 'amlihiiatl) 
the· East-Inc}ia 'Company, t.ot to destroy the vital 
~i~it of the British Constitution. I1fe ,did 'not 

thin~, from his· k;10wledge of Cord Buckingham 
shire, that it was the production of his peo; bu~.'(: 

if the deliberation of tJis ,Majesty's mini~ters. had 
prOduce? such sentiments, he eQuId- not hel!e.ve 
that they had fai rly and 'candidly considered ,the 
i~por~arice of the -subject: ,. 

In .the first place, as to the Oharter, he had it .. 
,in his power, professionally, fo answer some ar" 
guine'nts which were adduced on a /former 'day 
by an hon. Prbprietor (Mr. Hume). 'V'th respect • 
to the' general subject now before them, he w;s 
of opinion, and ever ,had been that it 'was im!~ 
'p~ssible the Company could exist, under the pro-

, posit·ion of ~htch , His MpjeS.ty's minister hat! , 
,lato down the bas.is. (If the im'port and e'Xpol'<ts 

were to be' thrown open, he was sure, th t 
every obe who knew the ~ituation of "the , Indra' 

. rade m s see that ·it was not in the nature'of 
· things-, that the fbina trade 90uld be preserved. 
·'"i;he Earl 0£ Bue "inghamshire must have knq ~ 
"hen. be was in India, that the trad,e itself. did oot 
i(Jdpend so much on the · shi s which came fruJI1 
this conntr'y) as the ve sels going fr~ port to pdrt . 

, r ti 
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. Hith~rto", oH tlleir dependence ~as on tho · 
entlward cargoes, ~ rhich cQnsisted pdncipally o( 

~OO.I ap1t the on;lcwpd voy~ge was a 'V1att~t' 
"pt. s c,tmdary censjder(ltion; but 'l;lOW, under 'th~ 
ne\Y'system thee, homeward.carg? wO/Jl<l heooD;l:C 

\. uch - an object to the pr~vate loerchaQts. that i~ 
would be impossihl to prevent t~em rom. bring. 
iog the article of T ~a from, eh' pa to t,his cO\lotr.x,. 
Eery man who c<2mmaoded onc qf ~hese. sl:tip~J ti 
the persons employing them cQu1d Dot give them 

'-'.:.' Cl sufficient sub.sistence:, would bring home il- • 
• 1icitJr, the~ artic1es of rea and Siik. ,It \night, i 
'Was trl)e, b~ but in small qual\tities; yet tV'! ~y 

'fbert~ of t a, and a few bSlJes of silk, thu~ smug- . 
led. by a numerous c1a~s qf adventyreJ;s, 'YPuld, 

~nl tt he end, b-c. an object of great J:.llagnit~db bot!! 
t~ be' Company and the country Irlow.wPIlIl,1 i~ 
pe' p~ssioJe to p(eventl this species of traffic, C\ided 
a.,'l it WOllld be. by per ons going Qut of the ports of 
Ellgla~, Ireland and Scotland? anti if these fa. 
,Hities-,did ex.ist, . must J1pt the rev,enue ~uffer al ... 

,~Qst , tp an incalculable extent? . There W'l$ 

,aaothtlr . importan t consideration in these small 
~ hips, ,indifferently manned and arme~h ' the risk 
~ :O:fj :beiog, captured by the enemy would be very 

. " great~ f .:In mak1ng the remark, ne was not calcu

:. :a~iflg't'he loss whi~h the indi,vidual would suffer. 
but the defakat'on whicn r: ust take place iQ the 
Tey~nue. Tbe ~o vcrnment said} they would take', 



~ps to fre~en~ this ;-but tbey ktle\\-, in h~ s~: 
~Cii~, that two or three ships were permitted to' 

" r -4 • tll~ out, witnout convoy; and would not l'he,gen~ 

. t emen of the outports, in this co~ntr~, e:.p~tct! . 
the same lil>erty? With respect to th<:: state or the 

Cbmpany's ships • ..no one c?-uld. doubt their. pre;;,; 
sent efficiency.-' It was well, known, that govern- ,. 

... 'j .. • ~ AI.·~;.J \ , 

ment had. on former occaSIons, resorted to tbern 
~ I ,~'-<l f 

for the defence of the country ,; and a ' few years 

si~ce', w~en theyapplirP to t~e Company (6r l"S-" 

~ist;ince, they r~ceived some of the finesf sbips' tb:lt ~ 
~vtt were in His':M ajesty's Navy. He tho~ght, 
thel'efcre, that government ought maturely to ' 

. I 4 ... t 

Pause. before they aLtempted a measure, 'which ' I , . 
Ultil;;t destroy that gr,.eat source of strength. '0; 

If the hon. Pr6priet6r (Mr. Hume) ha~ weigh- t 

ed the matter for . one moment, he. would not 
have cast the reflection on the Directiis, w ic 
he had·done, with respect to the extra-shipping' 

. I j 
lIe h?.d declared. [hat the extra ships had ,'been. 
Oispatched out of season, and that a -loss had f~ 
consequence been incurred by the private 'trader: 
a{boldly afErm'ed too, that out of seventy shlPs, one 

llalf had b~en d,is at~hed at an improper E~.Ti9d ~ 
He ought to have gone the length of saying, -th!tt , 
out Df three llundred '~~d sevel~ty ,ships, onli~I??~t 
forty bad Been sent ~ut 9f seasdn. NoV\,t, he WOU ~t 
'Yetl ure to e11liim, tb~t thi'swas nof tlie fau1£(o( th~ 
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COrPpa~r, but o~theprivate traae; (l{ear! Hear!) 
-he ~:J.d .known ships waiting a month for th~ 

,private trader, in this country, when 'the Com'", 
p~ni~ freigbis v.:ere alt on board,; and be knew of 
fnstanccs in Iridia, in which delays had been at~ 
,t;ibuted ' to t~e same cau~t; . l,'he hon: gentlemaa 
'mu,st recollect, .that the' Company had used e~<,;rl 
means in their pow~r, by th~ man'ner ill )Vhic 

tt:~y took ~p ships, and the terms upon which thei 
engaged them, to prevent them from sailing out of 

-, . season, or being employ.eq in any emerge£!cy.

Bp t~ wgen they h!ld been so employ,ed, it ~~' 
npt at the ·instance of the Company but in con
sequence of a~ e~igency of the. sta~e. The ex
peditions fitted out for-,the conquests of the Jsles q 
France, BatavIa, and on other occasions, had led 
t~ those ~etentions, of which the hon, gentleman, 
complained, but which had not been cause~ by the 
:f:ast India Company, (Hear!) It was known, that 
the Company could have no reason fur dp.tainin, 
~b~i~ ships, in India, inasmuch ' as they chiefly,~ut 

, ., ' . .. ' r 
altpetre on board, whIch was always ready,-

whereas the priv-ate trad~r, from th,e djfficuTlt,Y ·~ t. 
tend,ing his specula.tions, was never iI), sp advap.
tageous' a situation. The anxiety to pre~ent ,the 
fro~ fal)ing into the han~ds of the enemy, bX 
J:iia~ing them sail in stated fl mbers, and ~iving . 
them,proper convo , might o'-casioq som_e dela.x i 

; ,. ' ... 1.-



·&imp 
aldnG, but for the , ake. (If the revenue. For, if he-

ips wcr", ra1,::en" the private tra~er .'woultI rx, 
. rUined, andtbe . country wourd be -imp~v risbed. 

The hOI. gentleman had stated, ilia ,the seven 
itlilpS ~hich were unfortunately lost, we.re~ di~-. 

-patched out of seasoo,, 3nd. that the disaste~ ee .. 
eurred in consequenc;e of that drc~mstance. He' 
would admit that some of them ",," ere dlspatChccf -
out.of ~eaSon. and if the Co~pany had a uperna1 

toTal power~ . he' would ~oinc,de with hi·fi "' in' • 
'Ii - •. 

'nk.ing, tbat ' sor~e blame , wa~ imp?table ~o 
taeib , but they 'COuld not command the eiements..
~Three pf tbose ships wer~ sent ou~ df seasOrf; I 

butJOlll'~ which aid nbt contain art ounce of th 
ate trade, 1'n'et the same, fate. They' were 

l'erly manned, and. in every respect, fit to" cope: 
itl; the c1imate~such an occurrence h'ad not he

fore taken place for twenty years; and"withi~ '; l 
his e..~periencc, he recollected but one irutance, in' .. 

" . 
uch a latitude and longitude, of so dreadful a: gaTe 

having been encountered- it 'w~s in the case of 
Captain Hay, whose "essel \vas tnuch inj~ d, 
although. ' h~ppily not lost, in & storm 'equally 

, ,, ' He should now state the reason' hy 11Ie 
~ to which he had alluded were ai&patc cd. 

<ftlt of $eason. Two of them (he was not lUre Q£ 
~ tllirdJ were set aJtotitat the-'reglllar and prope~ 



EatST-INbIA. IIOUS. 

t & but the exigency, of the State occasi~ 
thear to De' del,ained; they were put under the 
orders of. Sjr Home Popham, whom they joined at 

, pp;~smouth; fr~rn thence they proceeded to 
. <?ark, to', RiQ J-aneiro~ ~nd the-Cape of G()od 

!jope; bey, in conseqtlence~ did not arr!ve at 
Bengal until ill late, period, when ,~t was "not 
tl) 'ght- 'advisable to send them immediately 
~~; aod they wert> kept until October: Now~ 

he reaily thoo,g t the Company's servants abroad 
~ ought not 0 " be.' blamed f~~ this; and they, as 
Proprjeto~ ought to support them; fQr, he was> 

' iure, they -did , ~ot wish th~ private merchants, 
, l tradiog throu'gh 'the medium of the Com~any, to , 
" ~staih . any j.njury ;hatever." The 'private trader 
, seemed to think, that he had much" to complain 

of, in the' mode in which the 'extra ships were 
taken up; hut, if die trade was, thrown OPeD, 
the freiglli would not be so low as it was at 
preseAt. ' tn reg~latjng the price 0 freight. 

CompanY' 'charged in proportion to what 
ey paid to the- iodividui\l owners ; ~nd th~ pri

vat ttader now prQcured, his freight 'at £21 p~r 

ton. No\V,'£21 per ton, considering th~ secu
, r.ity the Company 'was obliged to give, as a 
freigoc. of which they. could have no reason to 
complaia. Ibe Company's liberality, in this in- . 

ten~ Jar beyond a y thing he caul. _ 
2D 



conceiv~; and he ffiougpt the pr!V!1te tr~der, ,iit-, 
stead of finding fault, should bow down,' witli 
~hanJcsJ to the Oomp~nYJ ' fqt permitting }tim to 

, enjoy th~ advantages fie . did, upqn such easy . 
terms. If tlle ship:> were 'detained beyodd 3 cet
tain time, the Cotnpany ,paid a demurrage of oh~ 
shilling and ~i"pence per ton per day. , DId they . 
charg~ this to the private trader?- To~tl\ey 

. paid the whole . of it out of thei own 
.pockefs; so, that, in fact, they paid as ' great 

. a. freight as th~ private hader, and as tnuch as the 
. ,article of Saltpetre could bear. <{Hear t hear.r; 

The hon. en leman (Mr. ijume,) in a part Of .. 
' bis ~s'peech, hadihougb proper to pronounce ·~ very I 

higb eulogium on the naval officers of the Com
pany, of-whom, ne should ever thank God, he had 
been one; but, m the same ?r ath, .J:t~ told7 ~herrl, 
that the capt~ins in the Outports would do the 
business qui e as ell.-But, from the exp~rien,ce 
he "ad had with the CompanY's officers, 'he fe1t~ 

.' 'that, in the one instance, they \vouJd tru§t the'it 
property to m n of hOllor, to' nien of edu.catioll 

I and pr nciple, in wno they could confide"":"t.hey 
,were en brbught up in the Company's servJoo 
from their chi dhood; unfit, from their situaf6'nl> 
in lif~, to go inca the employme'ot tSf the 6Wnera . 
()f 400 ton ships; and men to whom the 'Comparl, 
had, upon all occasions,. ,expr ~e~ th~msel 

I 
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b]jg~d. ; whereas, .in ~he oth6r~ the PE:fS'Qrts wh(l 
ere lik~lJ,to be sentfrom th~ utpo~t,' must of ne • 

.c;~~ity be WJlOUr. j'gnorant of the service in h' ch 
ey w re abollt 'tQ eu~bilrk,.- e held ill ii 

hiU\d a paper, ich shewed the hig entiOlent$ 
qf re~p(ect . en ~rtaine~ by tbe Court of D~rec~o)s 

',{o~ . th~ office(s of the Coinp~ny's navy; and it 
appeared, tbat a sum of not less .than .£95JP6~. 
had .be~n distributed al!longst tnelll fQr their, gal· 
IMt ~tience' ~nd honorable care of th~ Company' 
'pfQper~.> at different times ;-ad od' ~o which,. 
tP~re were o~e or two. priv~tc dO{lllti ns~ an4 twc) 
~aptiins rep.e\ved handsome ann\l~l pen ions from 

, ~ ouu,ty of ~he Company., .There th.en we ~ 
m:irly £l0.0,OQO, paid to the naval officers; anq. 
b mw£ te11 th~ hop .. gent. that t i constituted 
' .Pftrt ' f the, five mill~Qns he .cQuld not account 
pJ'l; this) it was true, was, ~ small propoftjOf); put 

it 'Va? a part-of'lt., The, h011. ,g ntleqlan had also 
, aid, tha.t the sips' s<:nt fr.om the Outppttp would 
take oq board a number of men, 'whose families . ' 

being Llef[ b,ehin<l,. wou d erye a~ a sort of se~urity 
9r th~if po conquct. ,Bllf hat wou14 be t~~ 

,P-QllS fil enc;e ?-~Wllat W;.lS to become qf the ~up-
I ~ '; e~tlJ fo~ I-lis Majesty's navy, in 'lndjf\, 

. liqh bjd hi;iherto been solely supplied through 
~he · ro~, .'um of tb~ Com~ny's hips,; no op~..of 

, thc'lll f aying' ~ , upop. a ~verage, than t ,epty 
~ D 2 



~n, for the public servlce f Now, if 'thes(mm 
were takettfrom on 'board he ,ships ofthet ri te 
merchants, to supply the vacancies in the navy: 
wbat mustipecome of ~heir- famiTies ?, ••.• -they.must 
eithe;o become burdens. to'their parishes, or'starve. ~ 
-Therefore -this argument was falla'Cious. If dieGo. 
'vernment could· not procuie'such mep, in India, ai 

were ·titfor the Beets there, th~y m !:lst Slip ply th~de- ' 
ficiency at an enot.tnGUS losS ,t6 tl)is count~'; an'd,' 

, jf the mariners were taken from 'On 'board private 
merchants' ships, they ..mast" 'proceed on tbei 

; homeward bound 'voyage , manned with n~tives. "1 

Within t1:'it last year, 2660 / I;.ascar~, 'who ~ere ' 
hrought 0 er to this country, were aU fed.. and 
clothed , at the . expense of (he C:ompany; nd 
5ent back more' comfortable than when they came. 
If t~e trade was opene4~ great nutnbe"r OF La~~rs 
would arrive With every fleet, and -would be ]ef~ 
to wa'nder ovel' tbe 'copntry in a s'tate, of' star\&3- . 
tion. Humanity ~lone, in this respect" called;; . 
th~ffi' t~ .oppose the m asur,e·. " I~ • 

,H'a ing an wered.Jhe e two points, 11 
conclude by requesting the Court of. Pr priel.dr 
t~ tecollect, that it was , not only tbe gentlelne 
Hl l the1r service that W?uld be affeoted by f bpen1t1 
the ,trade, .but fuousttnds of surveyors, Itghtertnen 
,andll!Jbourers, wOl,lld be itlj~retliOylt. tn ~he"h6 • 
gent., stated)' tlult .fhes per-sonsmust .ai~ 1>& rem~1. _ . 

1. 
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nerated. He could de'yise no other means by 
whi "b this (;O.1lld be done, than through he go
vernment af t~e l;ountry ; vand how would' they 
effect'- the , object Q~ remuneration ?-Wl.ly, ~~. 
taxeS! mufJ be raised to pay it. In bis opinioll 

I 

no Qther mode could be devised. But, what was 
'to be'come .of their pension rs; ,the widows and 
the orphans of: hose veterans, by ;whose exertions 1 

they were plac~d in,.rh ituation in which they now 
, -stoop ?':""Wby ~hey must star" or be thrown 

. helpJe s upon t~e wide world. (HeaT' I) for it was 
DO po ible that government could suggest a mode 
of relief, exc,pt y taxatipn. He, himself h<ld 
no objeotio{l to be question being arol!gnt befQn~ 
Parliament: He was convinced that ~hhe e"ll1-

bers'oj both ~use9 were calmly an.d moderat .Iy 
. torceDsider the subj ct, a majority of them v:,9uld 
say., '~ihQ Comilany must n t be annihilated ill 
tha manner;' l-Ie.! f-qT ~m~, bar! nQ fea to -g~) 
befpl\e th-e Hou. e . of Gommuns. I-Ie Wa Id 1 t 
the persons interested in that great 'evet;t, plead 
their. -cau e b~(q,re .the bar of that ' honorahle 
»p~se; b.¢ w~>ul )e the Retitlons. from til .Qm ... 
rnaoder~, Offic~fS, ~nd . seamen, be laid before 

'_ th~ijl; nd. with be e calls upon their jv~tkeJand 
humani ty.j e \~as satisfied t~ey could not for 
Oll~ rno- ent enter(ai ! n l)atrqus a prop ition 
as 1Ia 0 anni .i ~i!1g.their h'op<:~ offuture comfort 



) 

qpd suppprt. (liear!) , Ht! was sure t e, D!\tion a . 
1ar6~, did oqt'wi&~10 $u!>vert'tpejr r,ight~ ; ,~,?d, hq: \" "!' 
oY,er,general the wish ijli~hthe fQr the eJce ~ion?i • 
~!b~c .private.trBtd~) .. 't was Qoly, hr '\Y~I fqpfi.d~9t~ 
desired by the candid arid the liberal~, t,h.rougp ih 
Jnedium of the "Ea$t~tnqia Cornp~ny. Hli be'ggc4 
p~rdQ~ fdr 'paving so, 19p9 tr~spaSseq on the' atten,
tion of the Court, but he ,could' ~ot, ~onsistentlYr 
witb h\s 'Owo"fedings, upqo tbiP, .i~port 1):t ~uh.,.' 
jed, r~fialn frqtn . expre.6s,ipg '.,at op.ce his . to't~J. 
dissent from th~ argum~nts', of. the hon, gent. a ld . 

;fro~ ' the aml;:n~me~~ ' 'Yhiph h~ l~ , d p;tOpos ft. to ' 
th~ Court: 'I 
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quarter. The hon. Proprietor {Mr. Hume) had 
tnd-ea\l'oured to justify that lettf:r, ' by a compa

isoh with the corresponde!loe of a f6trntr period,. 
.. and by introducing an extract from a Jetter, 

, wHich . was equally intemp~rate. . But, did he 
mean to contehd, .that all offensive Jetter written 
iIi 1793, was an apology for an' offebsive letter 

wHiten in .1 S 13 ? What: did my Lord ucking
ftamshire·say in ~hat letter? . ' ,& They,. , the Minis-

. leis, " have not felt that it Was w.ithin the 'range of 
their aUty to engage in a contro er y Upon the 

,. poi 't at issue." This langliage was certlllnly no 

what the situation of the East-India ., mpat1 

entitled them to expect. But it ~~ nb J:l)erely 

the iJzariher, but the 11iatler at" this letter which 

s, so <?bjectionable. ' Tn it; MihJstets seellfed 
fo baV'e taken ~p the principle- of tl e Americ If 

- goV'erntrlefit-a principle which basi been so much 
ep~ecated hy' them. The AmericaM say, '" glve 

'[ p, the rib t ' f taking your seameh .frottl on boa-nl 

our ,'ships, and' we: wilt tell ,YflU how we itltend 
.t prevent theit entrance in future.'" (lIear f 
Hear!) So say the noble · lord-Ci'give up the 

point of opening 'your trllde, both export ~nd' 
~ Import; without restriction, nd then I will tell 

: ou wnat' are the -rules an reguiations by whi n 
. t e' dangers you apprehend ~h..'l1j .be obviated." • 

.lI'rnr! !tear /) ":' here was much of the_fi ~ling of 



Pif.,(1tor in tbis pro ~eedlng-certai(llyyery Ie 
. the ~ild and cOlTclliatJOg ~spirit of the negocl lor. 
But" wbateve'r were. the tern~s in wHicH it 

Aa4 been made, the p'roposition was trOo , objec
iOPable to be ' atten&:d to. The' noble '; iced 

Cillled on ,~hem to give u,p the I.ndia Trade, on 
wbic,h the hon. Chairman haa shewn dle 5a~ t ,of" 
their China trade; ~epended. The ' hon: gent. ', 
, , . ~ 

. (~{r. Hurne) had l?een , laQouring ro prove t~~ ~ 
it wa~ a lrising tra&, ; admitting that to' he fad~ 
ttiU1 if it ~as tht safeguard ' and barrier ~f the ' 
(:hina trade, it ought to be, re'\:ained. They were 
not called upon to open it for the benefit' of the I 

JJ8tion at large, but to enable one par . of the I 

people to enricll themselves at the ,expense or the 
other. What right, he ~ouid ask, -had the t~det'l , 
of" the 9utports to ' take the bread ou~ Qf the 
mouths' of their fellow traders in LOna.on' ~-If' 
the question were merely commercial, the'arg~
ments.of the hon. gentleman ~Quld be somewhat 
Jess objectionable - an'd tqe petitioners might 
.have a right to expect a participation. ' Bupr was 
-tery ,different; and those who argued it merely as 
a , CQmmercia~, question" took a narrow a:~d <;,o,n
tracted viewof it" Su~ was the vi ' wtakenbytbose ' . 
who bad raised thi~ d~]usion through the C~\l ' try. . > 

'The cry ~f" 1tO MOllopol :u had been set 
up; and, like the wicked 'ana sel'lS(!l.ess ,cry 
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of Ie no 0PrrY." seem;d to have been adopted 
r the ,purpQSe o£ saving ' jts promoters th@ 

, \ 1 

troUR ~ qf add,ucing rguments. But where were 
;) the pro.Ofs Q,f this monopolizing- spirit to b~ found' 

wer they to be seen in the wisdom and 'humanity 
_ whi.th hadd' tinguished tnei~ !oy,ernme~ . in the 

f ~re t e~pire ~ommitted t~ ,thell' cnar~~? They 
. S~?u]4. look to the , 5tli "Report on India Affairs' 
~ f9r an answer to' this q~estioh. Or were they to 
, be found in, the sacrifices ~hich ttiey had ~de 

. ... £0 ,th~ bene~t . of the country? They should 
look to thfir items of expenditure or an answet' 
~to this~ l Ot ' Were they to ' be found in the con

ques~s they' I d' biev~ aproad? The' sh~uld 
,J look for "an answer to their public recor s. ' No,. 

, "tlieir '~OOopo1izini spi~t was no where ,to be f9und. 
but ' in the minds ,Of those wno e~pected to raise 
tpeir own fart~nes ,dn the ruin of tbe Company. 
And could it be believed. that this great and 

," lntghtt system, was to ', be put to ~azard by the 
, clamours bf the prejucl'iced and' ~he inte ested l 
Was it to qe believed. that an e tabli hmet\t 

.. i! ' 
"PI lch had promoted the honor and greatness of 

e empir.e at home, and the weifare of an im-
m~n , territory eproad; sho~ld be swept awa1~ 

. for the purpose~ trying a chimerical experiment? 
Tha, J wea~ d wave~ing admioistrq,tion should 

~atch- ,t such , mode ,of '':lPP.<'rtin~ themselves, 
2 ' )1 
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w~s easily to be imagined; but t at, th~ wisd~ 
of Parliament c9u1d be brought to acqui~sc~ in 
so dnn$erous an expedient, ' an expedient de~truc.J
'twe to the constitution, and· ruinous to the. 
country, w not \\[ithin the verge of cred.i~ility.~ 
They should theIr be true to thetpselves: , th~y 
should appeal fo the nonour of Parliament-what· 
ever was thei r' determination. it would h~~e "'jl,l's" . 
tic;e/br its basis. And, pernaps, it ~i'ght 'be well· 

to recollect, tbat a former attempt to break down 
the estabIl'shrI?ents of the C~mpany, from vie~.,s 
of personal ambition, 'ended in the, ru~n 9[. t~e 
mimster who bad made 'it. ~Hear ,,) ' ,,' 

'He had '~ow o~ly t; exp~ess' his cordial assent 
• • I' -i" \ • .. T 

, to the res-olutton whIch bad been submitted by 
h 

\ I I; 

an ori. geht1ema~ (.Mr. 'Veylqnd) ,and ,to ~ignlfy .. 
'the great pleasure .he derived from witnessing t4e f , I • 

unanimit~ with which they'had been acce e'd l tQ 

by the rest ot' the Cou;t. . ..) .. 
. • J J J ~ .. 1 .... 

Mr. Bosa71quet began by obsefVing, that after Jl 

a period of 'f:tore than' ~hirrY ',years, during whic~ , 
time' the Court had done ,him the honor of 
placing ' 11im ' there as ',., a Director behin,d t~~ 
bar, he should feel deficient both in justice to 

, I j '\' . .., , 

hims~lf ~nd in ' duty to the ?roprietors~ ~f, ~ 1 

a question of such iml)ortance, he cOllld.. b 
I ',J~ J .. ;1 

'main silent.-The circumstances whi h hac! 0 n 
, \. ~ i 

-curred quripg t~la.t .. tifP.e~ ,the womiqe,pt ~itua {1 
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~ " which- be had ~ fined, -mus't ' have give 
I ' 

hi'i:n~ wi hout presumIng to possess superio( 
-ability, -a 'more enlarged vie~ of those subjects 
-whiCh were connected · with tlIe interest of' th~ 

""1 l # • 

Company, than could possibly be at~<).ined by tho 
who had not th~ sa.me local ~dvantages, 

He on1y feared' }h~t he shOUld, ,be c.om'pelled 
to .... trespass, fbr a considerable length of time on , 
the indulgence of the Court. , The Ruestion was . 
s9 extenlsive,.it embraced so mal'll intere~ts, it , 
was of such extraordinary a magnitud p , 'that it 
w'as impossible for him to take a confined view 
of it. All lie could promise was; as far , as he 

. "'fit....· ,. 

was able, not to wander from the subject under 
discu$sion. 'The Court might, perhap~, think 
his view of it too , extensive, but they would 
find, that every ' thing which he should state 

. would be necessary for b~inging those pictures' 
before the eye of the public, which h~ wished 
to exhibit, in order at once to develope the mat~ 1 

ter' 'connected with that great question, a~d I~e 
hoped to answer ' the objections, whic~ had 
been recently offe~ed . The first object of in. 
quiry, he conceived, ought to be the Indian em-

,. pil'~. This was the apple of contention; but 
he trusted it would not" prove, in the end, the 
apple of discord: he h'oped t~is would , not be 
-the ' case, nor did he' see .wny. it should' be sO", -

~ E 2 
r 



fHear l Near 1/ -' 'Every man,.l was eotit'J to 
fOfm an Gpi~jbr\, '~nd ,,,here a contrlttierr 'of 
~ntjments Rrevaile'd, truth wasiKely'to b eli
cited by he collislOn; if he merely ; st~ted ' nat 

· 'he really felt, and expressed Himsel~ witW 'that 
attention to the opinions . of otllers hich ·ought 
on all occasioh s to pe ooservea, ~&e t oughtt that 
no man, 'under~ any cj-~cumstances wh;ttever, 
should blame him for 'his' frankness ahd tan-

+ ''Or:: 
dour. . . • 

lie had already observed,; tHat he thought the 
>, cst object Was the Indian empire: If the 'GGurt 

· ~ould h ave the goodness to consider the map of 
ndi~, they wouJg see, that, fro'm-Cape Oomorin 

i: r ,. I 
to tneirpossessions, somewhere aoout l'>e1li~ ~6m-
• roB. ... .c." · ( • ~ h d d nse an extenL 01 sixteen at elg,uteen un re 

• mile~ ; ' present~g, on -the one side, an almost, un-
t '. . . 

· jnt~trupted line of sea coast, f(om, Cape (0o'morin 
to ffiei r possesslons in Bengal ; a'nd, 1>n the' other 

~ 51
1 

e; ' fiom ' that' Cape to Bombay; with the ex-
· c pt10n of the db minions of the ·Pashwa, pI-e.sent. ' 

ing, also, an immense ' extent of ! cOasf: &lnged 
\Vifh creeks i na bays, -an'd'studded wi th islands. 

,,; The interlor'bf tb"e Peninsida wa~ bela paftly by,th~ 
eompan'Y; ahu'partiy by inCkpenden ~tate ' He 
11la nevet he~ra\vhltt the Popul t1on",,,f- tJi .$~ ex- , 

, ehsi;v~ '1 otin'tr'fe 1exa tIfwiS,~ i'and' he be}'~ved it 
, ~ e.s1"rilposs'iOJi 0 tell very preciseiy, Dut h'e-ihould 

/ 
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India and China; ~ut~ if that tr,ade bad been,carj 
lied on to as large all extent in .the hands of , th{l 

Company as if the public had poss~6~ed it, the 
Ceuntry at large had lost nothing" and CQqld have. 
no right to comp,lj1in. It was true! th~ Company haa 

I , 

benefitted l>y that trade; but if it had been, pushed 
by their means to its grea,test .possible extent thea 
lle contended that their gain had been po way . - . 
d etrimenta t6 the Nation.-And he begged Il!3ve ~ 
t~ say, as he ha4 ,heard it loudly and Jli ti. ctly . 
asserted, J~ that the kingdom had ~uffer~d ,consi~' . ,. , 

d(jra~lr by, this immunity," that the position still 
remained to be proved. ~very man might give an ' 
opiniqn ; but, after aU, " the proof-of the pudding' 
.would ultimately be in the e~tjug." (zLlaugll."J. \' I 

H~ professed hi~self firmly to believe, t\rat • 

the trade to and £ om India was as large, or 

larger" in the hands of the CompaQ:)" . than it 
would have been if an exclusive possession had ' 
not been granted to them. The necessary .con. 

sequence of wbat . he had stated, was' this ...... if : 
these territo ie.s had been conquered by the ·coun- · 
tfy, they must have b~en afterwards either SUrton" 
dered, or else supported at a considerable expense 
to the empIre in general. These countries had been... ~ 
pbtained; hethou.ghtnodoubt could be entertained 
as to what ought to pe done in the present case; 

ev,e.ry, effort SbOll~d c m.aqe to r~tain them.Witho).1 
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~olng into the argument, whether it ~as policy 
for a country, with a population of from twelve 
tb fiftt;en millions. to ta~ possession of kingdoms 
so extensive, he appreHended in this pornt it 

/' 

nib t .be perfectly clear, tpat rh surrender of any 
of these possessions, would be a surrender to the 
only power in Europe capable of keeping them
or .of destroying us. (Hear! hear I) He thought 
he might 'venture to assert, that the Joss which 
.would ensue to ' Great Britain would onlX tend t() 

aggrandize France, a country already too power
"fu1. And if India were once under .tqe dom~
nion of a French force, the Chinese might trem
ble for their Empire, and our whole Eastern com
merce would be annihilated for ever. This was 

_ not a question, then, which related only to the 
port of London-the merchants of the outports~ 

-the East-India Company, or even to Great 
Britain herself ;-"':'it was a question involving the 
interest of the world at large; for the streugth of 
Great Britain is the strength of the ·civilized part 
of the globe. (Hear 1 hear I) 

Happily for us a star had risen in the North
God send that it may continue to ' shine ; and 

• God send that this power, which has so recentl, 
made a glorious trugO')e in de~ nee of her rights. 
may, ' with the assistance of Great Britain, be 
able to save s and the enslaved ContInent from 



• 
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n t point .out a clear ~nd distint~ course. ~ 

~diDgr was npfyery pJ.ensiv:e.,,-hpt he recoUect-
~ a cireum$Wce .stated, in biatory, when onc 

""" , 

. f t~ ~gcient~ .}Vas aske.q his opinion Qf the na-
'w f God,-he requested ~ day to cOl;lSider of 
.it!; when that l,lad elapsed, ~e was as lln~eter
mined as before, and requested two days ;~t 
the tef{Dination f that tim~ he begged to be a1. 
low~ three days more,; still .finding the subject 

" ne¥<>nd his- cQmprehc[ sian, - he de~lincd 'any 
. further cOllSidera~ion qf it,-his ow'n ~iDd basi 

.... ' . 
" b~e,n no less puzzled and ' perpJexeq by the 

r~ctical Pilri , of this important question,_ 
' the Court mi,gl},t ~bere~ re cOlfceive with w at 
WQQder he had .seen men, from the North , . 

, and , frQrn the South, giving C\ clear, _ and 
distiqct,,an decided opinioi1 on ' a 'subject, 
which perhflps they: had never before considered, 
f!,nd which from a ~ant of local and practi-
cal. xperieD(~e it was impossible they, could 
Q 'clCquaiqted wj~h. $om,e persot;l J w,ho were 
learo~ co~~~ntator$ on he worl\s of others, 
ltS'lJ us, tha~ " ~ndja ~'lnnot be ~eld in any 

ther WlY thflIl. by., sending 0 e of out" own 
)~" ~s ~o, g,oyer . jt." • Whether thi~ pro~o-

"tj~n . 'as ma;de f~.l] 1l) a feeling, that the connec
tion ilh t,he- RllY51l fatni13 "at 0fDe, would secure 

e pi{~ to he thel' cow ~'t. he c~)Uld ~ot de-
~ , 
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... ' , , 
termine i but ~ver¥ person must ,be aware, that tl i 
'was ii' foundqtiorl w~ich n \'er was, nor ever 'could 
'be lasting-nor was, such an ev<znt ever likeiy tG 

tike place; because, aPrinceplaced on any throne, 
in j u6ticc to those over wnom ,he was placep.1 ougrt 
to study only the good of 11is own subje~t~, ~idl 
an rmdivided feeling, which could no~ be ~xI*P-t,. 
ed, nor accomplished, where t vo empires witi;t 
differellt intere:.~s had at the same time, a claim. 
upon hiS ahention~ ' . 

Another gentl~man started up and ~Ilid, th1Jt, 
." in every point of 'view, monopoly is ol]jecticm-" " 
able." ihis w~s not a new di,'c~v Ty nor a ~ew 
principTC!J; we all l<,now it is ~ restraint,-.but w(t 

' al~ koqw, that all Government, is all infringe
tllent lIpon na.tural rights; )' t, in it stat~ of 
soci'ety, In on m.ust gi ve up a part, to sec re, what 
was of gr ater importance, a whole. Another 
s : "if the prescnt Comp3f1Y ,~ill V1o,tcomply; 
with the demand of the public, let another exclu 
si\!c Company ':>e formed." The g.entle an W Q 

~ave thi advice, reminded h"m of a teacher of 
l I 

Ifl,n.guages \Vno utterly scorned the rules of gram~ 
mar, only because he as entirely ignorant of 
them.. Ii 0 ght to know,. that though the ex .. 
du ~Ye i1'ade to InQia and China was not ~ran ea 
ill pcrpetuo, the corporation m~ght exjst, aod an 
e.cJu jv tr \ide could Py law be grapted to ,no. l '1 • 
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t>th~r Compani i , no other corporate body courd 
exist, as an East-India ~ompany; while the pre
sent was in' ~ei~g. But while his mind had 

been o~cupie'd in stuqying these points, hom 
' the experience, he possessed and the infQrtnation 

, ' he procured, others had taken a shorter cut, and 
had outstripped him in coming to their concI\!. 
sions. 

If it were his duty, in the present instance, 
only to ,point out errors, it would not be a 
'Very difficult task. In the Board of 'Contro} .in 

~ the , Court of which he w~s a member, and even 

'in the Court of Proprietors, something might be 
'Pointed out which called for a remedy . • , But his 
mind had been rdieved from all these difficul. 
ties, by the successive s atemcnts of H S NIaje ty's 
ministers, that the pre cn t sy-stem with some alte. 
1'ations ought to be continued. In the out"et, a 
point of discussion had been introduced, which 

surprised him 'very much - th1lt point . was, 
whether the -Sword should remain with ' the 
Company? tho t had since be n given up, an 
tHe dispute was now about the PU1'se. He kne 
of but tW9 principles on :vI ich men could be 
governed; hupe andjedr; and if either of the~ " 

principles as withdrawn, t 1t! authority of the 
governor rr:u t be destr0yed, nO empire , n be 
shewn to exi$t upon any . ot ler foundation. 1 

2 F 2 



I ' , 

oriiSbea hIm, 'to find any' e 
ce;u , HHagihe it posSible to can}' Ii tru Indiatl 
giJ'te nment; with dle posses ion of 'tIly ''One <> 

, . -t -engtnes. 
If, he Were 'inclined t ma1(e an , ~'bser ~tio 
itfl respect to the con8uet bf His Majesty- 1; mt 
,stefS'j iot would be this :-wi~h all ~efere r c-e- Mid 

~~ect,~ to them as ail' individual, they mUst-h!t 
b~ell to blame eitbet i1'1 expressing so strong an 
opinion with' respect t6 It continu'ane-e -Of) th ' 

. present system; or instating so slightly that it might , 
be ' g~"en up; if 'the Company'~id ' ot agree with " 
whllt they h&d r~rbPounded in . tbe last Jetter 
frlini.the 'Ea ] 'of Buckingbamsllire ~bey III st 

n tesSari1y be' Wrong, " """ one otofher 'Qf t'best 
points: If ,the \yst~ were a good one, it ou~t 
,llot· be overturoetl from any' trifling cellsiae!ra~ 
tioll; if It ''' .. ere not good, SO' strong' an opinio of 
iu ~xcenen'ce 'oughf not to have bee ex pre ssela. 

He could' wish to make a' few observations 
an the subject (If the difference between! tl'ie 

,Co pany and His MajestY's ministm:~ 

Govemment were' of opinion, t~nt the oon<ii· 
tlOn they offered on the part af the outpor-ts; 
wo 1d lnot· be attende~ with any material ' j~ 

on enience; on 'the part of the Directors~ it 
¥las contended, that it would :1:>e accompanied 

,ery great inct)ovenience- indeed; a d ~ iptbe·· 
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• .cz , <:..ttH~mt(}exami'De b.oth 'descOf be q sti~ 
)Va}t he ha stat it j ipr pn .~hii- poi 

"'.as akso ' t Iy pe~ary t.q l! a~9- iQw. .. 

he was sure that materials existed jn .that H~. 

tqlOI~ ¢'f4i>f t,ha~ he Indi' , comwf.rce cOQld 
DC?F Qe ~x't~l\dcd fatthc: I th~9- it had be~n; ,3pd. 
,a 1. en de av,ol,l , to ~xtend,;) t furth,er was ~ m9st' 

.d~getous e~per~ment, 4ich wol,1ld prqbably be 
~ttel1ded wlth :r such disastrous ~onsequ~nces, ai 

should not be. haza1iged fpc an qbject of~ere sper: 
¢lation. . 

... 1l:Je f~lt s:xtre~ely/ sorry, that, in discussillg th' 
questioQ, as he wished to do, he w s obligecl tQ 

~r,fy his ~lUditors back to the East; but wjti)Qut 
d,Qi,ng 1i0, it was.' m.possible for, hi,m to dispuss the 
po.ipt ppon .which so much . diifc.l'ence e~iste<l. 

They.Qu..ght, in ' the first place, to look to India. 
M'i!h. a. yic)y of epg u,iring, Wi lether 't wete pas .. ' 
$.~le ,,to iind in that couotry a· more extens~ve 
~ar-ket for t4e manuf"ctures Qf Gre~t .Britain: 
~di~ WAA gener,ally stated~ to have ~oricbed almost 

lev..ery nati,9o who hadJlaQany qonnection withth . 
oijotry; ~ut)inwhatwaythatem:ich.meo t h dtaken 
a~ ." was otsodearly pointed <)ut, Them was(no 

I~oubt of the fact" we found.it mentioQ,ed ev n in 
ScQRtlure· andihisJory jnfor~ne us that, the Ty

' r~a;n~. th,e {lhQtoicicWs, an~ <tIl the o,ther countries 
who ha~ a. ~u 'S~~ue .. n co 1!'ect~9n ith Ju 

. t 



,became w~althr by trading with ' it. How tIT y 
~btain'ed their' weal h wr.s . 'O-} however, state • 

It certainly ,was not by the goI'I and > sil er of 
Jndia, for she had no l'Oincs. It was, ther

fore, probably effi·cted by those com mer ial Iia
~1ons becoming the . ' an:it!rs for 'Other cOllntrie~ '; 
for it was gen ruByIC und that those who a~ted , as 

a.rriers ot mer<.hablilse b tween diffi rent King... 
«1' m' b Cd ~ flth by his tr",ffic '.' he' belie!ved it 

light b:'! am .... led, that if India ad not' absorbed 

a gr -Ii a~ of t l e precious metals brought f~(jn1 /I 
~/ 

ri 3. t cy" wqu!d be far more I plenty than 

(1) ,y now w e. lit though In'dia was -net pas ... 
ee:, d of-gol or si1ver nines, yet it had a' most 
t rtile and easily cultivated soil ~ and 'he conceiv. 
ed thot one of the principal founuations of i he 
ricbes of a tourJtr~ mus be the product? of"the 
earth, .. f fond was grawn in such ,plenty that 

,_ I 

the labour of ooe p r~on could 'provide suste-
• naoee r our or five, the rest mi;gl1t b~ employed 

in man Ja tu C'. T his h -consi ered to be ~ the 
case in India: the manufactures wendt numeL 

rou~.ce'rt~illly; but food was sa easny proclfre,o; 

try,e l\1 ~ itan &couJd be upported for sb little; th.at 
th.e)l w ere ena ed to· manufacture goods at a. rate 

suffi je t tly ·bJ ~p to admit ~ co petition willi all 

9the.r e .. tabh hment . And in the WOrking 'Of pb-c i 

ton.,.. hid w so of the manufa.ctures ~l'Id of th 

growth of that country~ they had anived at such 



perfection, that he ,· .. as satis6ed jf a free import. 

-;without duties were permitted, into this., t ey 
.could compete even ",irh our. -own maoufactor 

rries, altbough VII h d the advantage 0 tho e 

fac ilttie affurd d us Py the u~e f machinery: 
there was a superiori ty 'n cotton wro 19h hy,tbe 
l1and, which never CQ~ld be found in that wrought 

by uach,ioery ; the I Her, in carding it, being cut 
10 pieces, the other being dr~wn out by band t~ 
the waole length of its fibre rendered the India 

\ ,cpttons by far the lDore durable. Thus they saw 
• De- of the artjcles of their manufacture could be 
produced jn such astonishing· quantities; as could 
~ot be aredited, if the moderate price of food was 
not known. 
, Whflt else did India possess? She possessed silk, 
which might be produced to almoit any extent, 
anQ the ~ast-Indja Company might asslIme some 

credit for attemp ing to ' enco.).1rage th (; increase of 
that oommodity as far as possible; as a Dirctor 

of the East-India Company, he might perhaps 

eotet;,tain on opinion, but 4S a puhJ.ic man i1Oo
ther, and still he thought tbat, on this point, ' it 
might be an exceedingly nice question, whetheti 
it would he tn~st ad v,antageous for tho nation 
at large to receive their ilk from India or from 
ItaJy~ jf that co~otry were in a state of fJ:eedom ; 
and pe . woul ·tell them tn reason,-becauso · 

II \1 



ilk of ItalY' 
. eel as t -price ~f th6 ,mCljzflfaciures of,tll# 

.J_~"""i ~4 the silk of Iodia, if carried pemn{i 
cemin point, could be purc»aseq in DO other-
ay than by gold and silver. I 

India ruso grew indigo, which ~ight ' be ,culti-. 

,.ated. to an indefinite extent. He ha,cL been ~aJilPY . 
~ hear, on a former day, that justice- w,as '90ne.7 
in a certain degree, 'to the East-India Comppoy, for 

, " the eocouragemct,nt they gave. to the propagation 

of that article 5 but he did not think thatfulljustic-t 
was done them, therefore he would .,en~ure . -
few wor£!s on the -subjec.t. 1n speaking I <t,f 
the ptotecr~oq affordeq by the . Com aPT to t9~ 
Irdigo manufacture, there was , on~ ma~er~l 
pain omitte9---it shot;tld qe made: kno;\'lfn, ha l . 

£lu.ring the period pf tpe last war in lpdia .dur,i~ 

the greatest dist{e:sses, <fIf the CompfuYl fro!n~'qpJ' t , 

£ ~()O,QOO, _par .ann. were ndvan~!;d to the in ig 
t!lerchants, while the Gomp.any, for !'I.ant of fynd~ 
were hardly able, to cp.tly on th.e war,. TJle indig 

merel :;tnt,s ha~ stated, thitt tIley cpuid not pi". - j 

, ed u~less ai~ \yas afforded them, . and aiq 
was supp,fed fro111 the <;6mpapy's funds, though, 
they could very ill afford to spare it. file!!,. 
bear !)-,He p~nfe~eq, r~he~, he bad, ~ome i,m ~ 
heard lh~~statemeI)ts ade to bf pp,.blic;J e~ativ;e. 

'to the ~9Ppuct ,?f the East~lnd~ Co!)'Wany 





true, but you must give her in ~turn, 'gold and 
siJ~er, for she will take hardly a~y thing else, a d 
tbis was proved b-y the Am.erican trade' ~01i y u 
eaimot expect, and she will not gi;e~ol.\, 'eF 
produce f9r ~otbing. The merchants of .. tpat 
cou~try, although they had. the world open to 
them, ,to select what articles th:y pleased t for 
1he India market; y.et they were Qbhged to 
purch~se their cargoes by the precious meta s, 
with few exceptions,. a small quantity }ndeed of 
wares and merchandize being taken· ill excha{).ge~ / ' 
There was no doubt whatever, jf you p.rpvid~a 
gold ~nd ~ilver, that India would furnish ,almqst 
e"ftry description of produce; but ,it was also 
as clear, that, in return, she would take ppthil1g I 

from you but the , precious met,als.-In' cOIf 0-
-horation of what he had said, and to prpve that 
lndia had been absorbing all the gold and 5il er 
of the world, he had an official paper in 'hi pps
session, from which it appeared, that £'2.,997)000., 

per ann~m, were paid to that country .in ,b-u)
lionJ , upon the a,-erage of the last sc,,'en 
-year;;-during a period in which thi~ COUR

tlly hall found herself reduced to the alt~~

D~ ive of attempting to turn . -ou paRe ) 0 

-gold and silver, by · act of Parliament. f, h-: 
' underst00d this matter f.ightly.) .he b~liev~~ ' . 

per~ .ctly impracticable for them 6~·"* 
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, en , of an great magnitude for the disposal 
tnelr manufactures i.n India; and, standing 

as" a Director of the ·Compat1y, , he shQuld be 
~es~rving of the severest censure, jf he sap ortea; 
\~hat he conceived to be a 111t:1'6 delusion.,-he 

, did not mean to ~onfend, t·hat those who held 
a: different- opinion, did not beli6ve ' themselves 

' ng~t-; but as fa,r as he could ju ge, from the best 
into mation; an extens-ion of the n:ade to Iqdia 
'was not practIcable. . -: ' 

\ " There was a 'Other point which would decide 
is ' mi'nd, if t'he circumstances he had stated 

thad not sufficiently done s already. Situated 
• a~£tb~ Indi~ Co'mpany was at ' that moment, 'the 
n;' i fanc~ refjuired frQrrt India, must he so 

" . 
l~e as to bejlr down any tr.ade that should be 

.. att,etnpted ,to be canied on in opposition to them • 
...!.TiTiS\, remittance must be settled befor "trade 
dn ekist; and .he was stating this in the face' Qf 
·in rch~ints~ who knew the fact. The person whp. 
wishes to remit had no alternptive. He must do 

i i~ at any price. If, for instance, he Jf'nt moner 
bh W'est India .estate, and the proprietor lived 
in ' his· 'country, ..till that money was paid, no 

, trade- QOuld exist: coote qui co4t~, Jet the remit
arlee be ~wli~t it may; it must ahsolutely ~ 

1 ent, ·By turning to page 56 of the printed cor

~espbndertotl an.d y a rei.ercDc _ to wbatJ1~ shotHd .. 
2 0 ~ 



ali te, the $ums that ust be paid at tbe pre 1 

moment would"appearj and he {;()ukI not.res~st ~ 
_!ntng the Court by. rna,king a few, comments 0'9-

_ e figl1res, tl:i~ re introduced.- The accolInts 4:0a1-4 
. \, , . . 

.certainly ljave been more ·satisfactorily sta~ed . u 
'that paper; but th~ Company for~ore to ,make 
any alt'eration. " 1'hese acco lflts' w~re" ?a led f~ 
by tne House of romans, lie believ.ed, without 
,aI,lY reference whatever' to the renewal ,of the 

Charter; . and ' as they Had gone' forth, ,the Di.rect

ors thought it tnote fair ' to 'maket.'use of 'them, in J1 
i , . i ~. 

~beir present s:ate. '. ' 
, By t'qe stat~ments, i~ ' J.1.age 56" it ~ou)d . bo: ' 

'leeri th~t the whole of the trade ' b,r0ught 00; 

.an average from lriaia to Euror.e and Amerj~a;by I 

the ~omp'any; by indi . dual,s,!' ail1:i ~y fOl'eigh nq~ 
',tioris, amounted Bnnuaily to abou~ £S,800,QOO • 

. Now, they sh~uld look" to wh~t rbe couptry m\lst 
'~ceiye from ln~ia in remittances. In the first 
'place there was £850,000 for territorial ~xpen- ' 
Ices. 'Perhnps;if they eAtered very accurately into ' 

his item, a discussion might arise, whether some' 

~, all part of it ought not 'rather to 'be p1ace<i to 
I lother. account; and, therefor~, to obviate that, 

he would reduce it to £1300,OOO~ , ~ut the C()uri 
must fed ~ith him, that if . the cOI,mtty paid. 

"this sum, no matte-r in what way~ for, tlie Indian' ' 
\ 

~'fjtory, that territory must reiOlburse them in 
I , 



me manntij" or other. 'f.he(~ wa~ als~ -3, ' Jarge 
~:ebt du~ ' ~ II1)l~1a, to the a{IlOunt of tw~nty<>( 
bj'l"h! miJI·i ns, he-il~ eJlest '«)i w , ich was some.,. . . . 
. ' ere nb t 1ifjc~n hU~lclr~ ' thouSfnd p,~und ~ 
C'Tmv;fbf th t n;JS ' (m wlich th~ ~qa~s ,~Op!itjtllt

"Dtj !ail) cl"Ob~ sto~d ~t pre-semt~ hCf w,holp, of t?at 
interBst olight b drawA upon the CO,mpilny by 

t:1llC pt" ... rsons ofj)o~medJ if they <;hwse to do so; and 
¥ .ha4 q 'e;'f'J 'i ft rl'l1ed ~y their ~ervant abroad, 

. ~l ~ the~" e 'pc ~d, the Com paJl Y. w .. HId ~e called 
~p9~.f0r ~l'lqnillion per.a:nnum. Now t iso~e mil· 

. a ion, 'f,()~ming pa-rt of thi-s debt, i(den ilnded ' to be 

"a,a ' iL\.. Engla~d, re~ittances must be se~tJrom. 
,"", ndi~~J tQ ]eM~ that·.d t.nan~',; 'vl~et~e.r t~e ' x 

tehange l aJ> f~votlrablG Q1" unfavpl}rabJe. Tlli? 
• next was a suO} disbu~sed annually h<;re; ,to keep , . , 

,';ilP th j.~ IT!ilitary 'e tablisbment, in ,stoies, caaoon, 
' '!!ll~ms" . a"d a variety of o,ther ~rtides, amounting ' 

:0 .££Q~~OGO. ' These slims forimed a iotal 'Qf 
~2f~oq~~ ~. "Yl'ich rnu ~t be remi 'ed to tbi 

\ .... ~olJntrf,.l~t that, reu.1itt~nGe ,come in ~v1iatSoev 
, '$hape it~tn.igbt~Theene.x-t ,was a ~Un1 of £500,000., 
"4>p6>rteCi by indivjd.IJal ~ ~n'~ which mpst'rin a si~ 
,D)il r ~vaybe l:eturned, anA <!ould not be lcalCried 

I 

L' ~ ~n ,a manner more heneficial to the country; 
t .\reing disp~ose4 of in ih, urcpase of a great variety 

t . f ~U;i le~ m nu} ttl Ii ,,1 i a .England. Yet if 'that 
4!;lLm W~l~,t,.QH~j it !'1:' C sary 't1lat i sh \,lld 
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come borne again. There was also a suni ()f 

near £500,000 exported by the diptains alld 
officers, to ~h'ich the same CJrgument ~)UICl 
apply. There were a variety of sums a~lsing from 
the savings of the Company's servants 'in India 

. from the intere t of property belonging to 'per
sons in this country but left in India; tbese m'ght 
be taken togdherat the whole a sUm of £500,000. 
There was also a sum sent out by tl e Company 
in the shape of trade. which' might be a0Quf 

. £500,000. 1'h su~ sent out in this shape inust 
of ourse be returned, but evidentI'f could not P(t . 
more usefully emplbyed for the public. ' The 

bole of these items put together.- amount~d to 
£13,600,000, whereas HW afnount of thC\ trade- . I 
was 'about £3,800,000. -

Trom this SU~I of £S,600,OPO. he observed;
that, to'- the amount of £500,000, according 
to the best of his judgment, the returns might 
be m~de from India through China, and heie . 
h~ 'w'ishea to discharge his -mind of "a debt ~f 
gratituge due to -a nobleman of distinguish"ed 
al:jllities. He always considered a return of this de~ 
crlpt'lon from· Chine/as a ma'tter of g~eat momen~~ 
It was but justice to say, that Mr.' Hastings hatt 

" 1 

his eye on jt; and that Sir John Macpherso~ and, 
subseqtlent governors al5"o attended ' to it. But 'it 

. was right that the public should .know, that tb:' 
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'Itlattet. was ultimately effected by the Marquis 
• lVeliesley;)o him tne country was.tnainJyindebte~ 
for procuring returt? fr,~m Iodi,a throug,h Cll~na to 
al'\-extent beforc-un nown ~ and who by that mc' • 

sure~ prevented this ~mount frpm beipg ~erit 'the(c 
. in b,ulJion which could not now be found. Sub .. 

tracting this sum, it would reduce the cans they 
bad on India to £3,100,000, whereas the whole 
amount of trade to every part of America and Eu
rope, aii be before observed, was only £3,800,000, 

which o~)y exceeded ~he remittance by £700,000, 
'and would only 90 ~o by £200,000, if the whole 
i,nterest of the debt was drawn . for. Now, he 
Wpuld as1,(, was there a possibility of extending 
tlTe' export . of manufactures farther, under the 
cir~umstances be had stated? and was there not 
a' great.er likelihoQd, that ~he East-India Company 
would be reduc~'d .to ruin, . by throwing open tb 
trade, than that the expectations which had been 

I 

delusively rai:;ed, would be really sati~fied ? 
, H~- t:l0Wi begged permission to make , a few 

cur~ory observations respecting what ~ad fallen 
{rom an ' hoo . Proprietor (Mr. Hume), and b,e 
h<?ped~ he m~ght be ,allowe,d to say, that man, 

a¥s of his speech evinced great ability, though 
be -entireli _disapprov~d .of his. conclusions. His 
~ask was.pne of gr:at difficulty, but he was sure 

110 . n,(;~uld ... ~ave . perfon ed it in a more able 
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Tbi hon. Prc-pfctof 'l ted,. . . . . ... 
mge ir,CTease of trac:¥e ,had ta'k p~ee tt'k 

_lIeQuence' of the futilrty' gianted ro ,pd .. 
traders in ~ '193. , 'fhat was tru~: ' fHl 

there 'Was a w,ide difference 'betwee~ , sta,t int, 
the ttutl1 and the 'l1JlMle trath'. If he haa wisHed, • 
to db just ce ' to' ~at ~rt of ih~ IUbj~ct~ he o~ht. 
, ~a.v'e· rre~n" thatpr~ious to :n'9~, a' large trad-& 
of privil~ge Wil 'ci ni"d.ot,i"bytthe Capto.it1s ~ncf 
Offi~ " of tb:e. Comp'a~'s ~hips, i h as no~ 
alterelt by'! he'''' T~gUlatioT{'S' :of th,at 'year ; tp te 

" .~' ,~, f . '. ' 

fo(e~ln dc'scribm'g ~ t''air.oolittf&ftl1e:tfjd at a sub.' 
sequentperJod; f~at ~ait of I it '~'h'~h " as'carrie" 

und'er 'thiPpri'viJeges so granted to 1')e officers; 
ough t6 'have' boen' 'st~t , and' they could not 
come to'a certaih,d:mch . on ~n this poin~, without 
they knew ~ hat pr~p'?l't~ori of 'the traae, ir) that 
season, belonged 'to those privileged frer.sOll~ . 1£ 
it sl10uJd be found that thi ' prjvBeged:frad~ 
was greatly decreased ~ tIre accessi9D ) of 'private 
tr:Id~ ought llot to be c01>lsldered a~ new, but 
father a ' a transfer f; ' A; 'to B.-from the ca)~ 
talns to the private tr:;tders. · But', ' at an ev 8; 

whether inC'rfasel! ' or :de'crease.d, it ought to be 

taken ftolQ this hon. gentl~an 's calculation. Th, 

accounts' which, the hoo. gen~leman pl'oduced ' n 

thi~\-)oint, appeared lmorc 'calculated to 'lead th Ttl 
into enor~ th:nl tb dit=ect t11em: ~oa Cofrei' t conc~'-



ion. He had entered at tengt into the subjeCt 
of tll~ .-d tention of the . Com any's ships in 
Indi ...- t i he conr; i 'ed was unnecessary, 
because, as it was agre d, on all hands, tb t the 
port of LOndori I'ho\}ld be placed 0 a ne 
footi.ng, by permitting private . individuals to 
navigate their ships as t~ey pleased, . his obser
vations did not apply to th~ present subject. 

Now, he would endeavour to st~te soort]y what 
appeared to him to be the jut of the argument 
between them .and His Majesty's Ministers.- , 

·They .. said no material inconvenience would arise 
to the Company from the 'opening the trade 
to the outports-the way in which the matter 
struck hi~ was this-tha; all the ad'valorem dutiea 
at present chargeable upon ,different articles, 
must be altered, and for this reason, because he 
tl10ug t it was absolutely impod>ible to retain 
~hem at the outports, where no means existed to 
find the value of lhose articles. Therefore the 
ad valorem duties must be . abrogated ,in those 
ports, . and some other mOQe substi tuted. This, 
he admitted,'was a fiscal regllJ~lion, but it might, 
neverthe.less, be attendf;!d . with considerable dif
ficulties, it possibly might cause a rise in duties; 
from 'what they. had se-en, they might rest as ured 
that it would not produce an abatement: 

The next kOnsequence ould be, ' t~at the 
, 2 it 



DUATt AT Tlt£ 

Merchants in the ,.city- of London ·must be put 
h the sal?Je footing.with those of tbe Outports; 

their dutie!l must , be the 'same. TIze..1j would 
likewise go to the Bouse . of Commons and 
require, not as a boon, buh.as a tight, that if 
,East-:!ndi3t products were sent' to the warepouses 
of ptivate ,merchants,at the Outports, they should 
also be sent to ' the warehouses of the merchants 
t>f London; and 'then, the \;Vhole of their ar· 
.rangements with His Majesty's late Government 

:would be total~y done away, and the complete:: 
destruction of all the plans which had been de. 

ised at the India House, for the purpose of Gol. 
lec~ing ,and keeping tl ,is trade together, must, 
immediately follow. 

T here was 'another p'oint which was also wor

thy of attention.: W s it possible to conceive th&'t 

t~e trade co~ld be cs:rried on by the Company, 
and a~so by the Public, at the s me time in different 
manners? Were the sales t proceed by public 
outcry at the East-India Hou e, and Py individu,aIs 
in a difterent way, it must und6ubted lv create that 
confusion which they all united in deprec~ting. 

, He would not say alterations might not be miJ~e 
oj diciously; but a yety strong case inde~d shoj,lJd 
be adduced on the other, side, to jUbtify the t;;!rms 
which had been offi red. With respcc~ ' t(). t e f4d
eli Y q£cOl1)muniOcijioo With.In ia, of the Qang~ to 



be apprehended from which; a great dea :had beeo 
said, be, do his conse,ience, believed, that it would 
be attended w'ith most,jnjurious oonsequeQce's to 

the intfrests'ofthe country. He thought th~ 0011 
effectua'l control that could be devised,for checking ' 
improper conduct 9n the part of the private me)'. 
chants, would be by compelling them to subn\it 
their joufnaJs for examination, at the East-India , , 

House, or before some other body ,appointed fol\' 
that putpose; otherwise tliere' could be no sort of 
,protection, either fOr'lhe natives of that country'or 
for the prosperity of this. I:he dangers to be appre
JIended from smuggling appeared tohim to be very 
great. The Inroad on public duties, he feared,would 
be most extensive. H e might entertain an erro
neous idea ; but what would be the situation of 
the public and of the Ea:>t-India Company~ . if jt 
turned out th at he was ri ght ? What would be 
the oonsequence, if the immense duties on tea 
should be evaded? To answer sueh defalcation. 
new taxes must b<:: imposed on ,the shoulders of 

the p eople. 
The duty on tea he allowed was a ta~,-but it 

was a very easy one, ....... and if that were impaired' 
$ome s!ibsti~ute must be thought of, which would 
pro:pably be feLt more severely. They must also 
recblletUhis, that ,the duties on tea could not be 

l>rqkcn dow~; without their profits being 9roken 
2H2 



doWn I 1so f ana tliey were profits a 'soll1 et j e~ 

- ceSsai 1 () pr v~n't heir whole establishme. ffDm 

.being a burdeQ on the Country. ' Now, if all tbese 
mischief's were like y to arise ftom t ~ extension oJ 
the triJde', . and from any misapprehension bf the 
subject, Ministers should carry . the m asure, 

ould nor the Mi.nisters themselves and the 
Country at large' have a just right to censure them 
if they had not plainly and boldly 5tated all these 
facts? (Hear / flea1" /) . 

He. allowed tha.t 'H is Majesty's Ministers were 
capable' of formmg an opinioil on ' 'this question: 

III but it migbt ,In ' S,001e degree be influenced as 
ltbeirs might be, either by misapprehensioli or' b}' 
~terests. It was the duty of the Company, 

. tn~refore, to state tl~e true circumstances of the 

c s~, br<:>adly and fatrly, that the P ublic might 
fp~m a judgement on tbe point in dispute. For 
h~s part, he ihought the proposition made to tHem 

, w'~s neifher more nor Jess than an endeavour to 
' lrun speculation against practice (hem' / !zea1' I) ; 
~ «fnci so feeling, it ~as hi- d uty to speak out on 

t e occasion: At the same time, he allowed that 

ne"ffi ight be mistaken. Still it was his duty to 

spea - is undisguised opinion; the pubric might 
fi d others- wiser, but be was sute they would not H r 1 

_ ihd one whose inten ions were more honest. 
'If fhe Cb'urt would permit him to allUde a 

I e..·/ ? ~( 11/ 



.' 

I' Humpty. Dumpty sat on a wall, 

Humpty-Dumpty had a great fall; 
All the ~ing'9 horses and all tho Kin'~ en, 
Could never put Humpty.DumplY togeth r again." 

J J, t... • ~ , I f 

.'iI, (Bursts of laughter and applause;' Now ' if al.l 
'Jd tpeir est'!b;l ishments shoul,d be ov,erturheq by this 

\ • .; j 

m~asUfe-if thei r warehouses should be rend red 
; .. 
. useless- if their extel~si ve a~rangements .~hould 

, be de~troyed-if the large dur now Ie i~d o~ 
the China trade should be annihilated-if the 

j profiJ of th East-In9ia Company should be di i
nished-if the revenue of the country shollJd be ' 
seriously injured-if the docks should be dis
man tle.d, and th~ ships dispersed-then yv~ may 

say, 
" "fhat all lh,"e tKiog's horses and , all tbe .King's plen 
Will never . put Humpty-Dumpty together again." 

r - ~ Co 1.-

l!!taugltter' alld applause), A)lQUSI= .,?igh be 
pulled down 'in , a sing,le • .pay, but, to build 
oqe up required a cO;lsidera.ble pe~' d of 

time; ther fore, he confessed, when he had 
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seen persons speaking 0 decidedly in fn ror o~ the 
a&ptloo of this reln y, for evils, which he hie..' 
Ii ved we~e imaginary; he had felt great sur ... 

'se; for it seemed to him much ,liletter to' try 
what could . be improved in systems already. , 
establi shed, than to ex"haoge them for spe. 

,culation and experiment: the ,observations which 

some people had ' mad~, tb,at our connection~ 

wi th India was, in ""truth, an unnecessary one, 

had not -been vie d . as it nught. Those who 

e:nterta'o ~ ' ~his sentiment believed" that~ ,after 

the intended change, the Empire' would still re~ 
I m~i~l perfect in :ill its, pafts; but he' was of opinio,n' 

~t the' steps about to b~ adopted w,ere likely t 

have a l'ery different effect.~ 
, The hon. gentleman concluded by stating hi~ 

tl12mks to the Proprietors for the attention which 
they b d shewn him. He had avoided pr0f~- ' 
Glons as much a~ he could; f.or, I in his humble 
ap rehension, the characters of men ought to be 
read in their lives and actions, and not in' their 

pro6 ssions') the one ' might be fallacious, the 

other c~uld not; and he hoped that as fa r a~ his 

acfons have been deveioped, he might be per
mitted to declare, that his heart was h~s coun. 
'try's - his gratitude belonged to ,thc..se fj 'ooi 

whom he had r c ived benefits-and' his coo-... 
science, was between himself nel his Maker. ' 
(Loud almlaust'). 
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, 'f '. Grant (the Director) saic1-rthat in the 

wr-itings 0t 't e exec~fve body, on the subject, 
which now 'agitated th'~ P.roprietors and th~ 
publio in g~neral, they had stated the d~pger~ 
of the proposed innovation to be 'of 'two ~inds; 
political aQd commercial. H€t need ndt rep,eat to 

them, the particulars, wherein thles,e se~eral dan

gers consisted, he would proceed ,to observe, tl~at 

the hon: gentleman (Mr. Hurne) had falten in ' 
with the opinions of bo e, who consider~d the 

,politicai da~ge~ as merely chimerical. and t,he . 

commercial part to 'be th~ only question ~f 

teal i~por'tance. Those gentlemen, lwho" in , 

the former debate, so wel~ illustrated the dangerS 

of a politicai nature, as to shew that part of. t~e 
quest,ion to be tril11scendent, and to. absorb th~ 

oth,er '; had adduced such tril}mphant argumenfs. 
that there was not the least occasion for ~im to 

enter on that division of the question; they had 
also replied to many of his observati<:>ns Of, 1u.~om" 

mertial , nature, and particularly ,an hOt;lourable 

and lean1ed gcnLleman (Mr. R . JackSon) now 
, present, had d fstiogui,hed himself by hi~ ' argu-

I , 

ments on t:ha~ occasion •. as he had fr~quently don 
0;1 others. Mr. Grant tb ught, however, ther 

'.\''lS stilL room for some Furth r remarks. 'fh 
non. Proprietor 'had come Pfep~red with u',m4l!i of 

pap~.r {:onJam:'h~ '~h..e statc.1n uts of 

, \ 
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which no gentleman, could foresee, ~nd it Jr~S 6 j 
eXfremely difficult tv follow: t~em .on hearin~ " 
thetn read in Comt; but he (Mr. Grat'lt) haa 

f. r) 1 ...... 

c;ndeavoure to collect the matt~r of them, ana 
ns they were statements more immediately ca" 
'culated to fall in with the preJ'udices ~i the pre; 
sen"t day, they ol)ght io be 'distinctly met; and' 
that IVa's the task 'which he bad imposed upon' 
himself. (Heal' I H ear /) A task wl}ich, though 

it was "p7culiarl,~ unfavor~ble , to, B s~lea~~7r, . t11.igh5 
be of great use to the cause of truth; and for 

"the 'sake .' of that object he ~as ,:"illi?g to sacri~: 
fi ce bis '·own personal considera~io"n . (Hear'! 

. " '. ' - ' \ Hearl) , ' , . 
, '. , " r J". '! 

1 he Court would be aware from what he h 
alread.y said, ' that he m~afit to confine him elf 
chiefly t~ the com'itlL~ rcia( 'part of the slg · ~'ect.:o 
Two of the luoSt important argument~ a~dv~nc .~ 

, • ~ ,PI) tJ.&.. ~ 

by the Com:t of Directors, "wer, in the first 
place, <C that there can be no -material .in
cr as in the e~portation of the produc;tions' of 

,. ~ ~.. I 

thl ct-untr , fefr the consumption of..the_ ~ati~es", 
t !ndia, thaq at prescnt exists ;!' aild / in tb~ , 

n -gt~) (""that it is not pnk ticable to incr~as in 
. , . , . • • I fC-

<lny m~te-r~al degree" the. ven~ of Indian, pro ~ -
t Q 5, rn t lis co~ntry.': Th.~se two 'p<siti~,ns the 
,had de~ nqed. 10 th~~r wr'ttmg. 11 e 4- r
Q',ue , tnae, 'tr.8fn he'" customS:: 'habifs, qr m t f: and 

,<.) I tJ 

.. 
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religious prejudi es of the nativeR, and from the 
" sta' e of society amongst them, it was not RossH~le 

to introduce a r. gener~l consumptioll, .Qf. the ma
nufactures 0 tIllS country. He referred, for the 
trJth of this assertion, to the experi .nce of past 
ages. From tbe time of ~he Romans to the pre
sent day, it had ,not been found practicable to 

introduce amongst the inl1abitants of Hindostan, 
, I 

articles of E uropean manufacture for genera) use. 

A~ainst these declarations of experience, sanction: 
~q by lil~tory: and within the knowledge of mul
titudes 9~longing to this Company, and acquaint- · 

. ed with the Indian world, were p~oduced decIa

.rations of a contrary kind, from those who had 
petitioned parli,ament, and who had had no con
n~ction with the Indian trade. There was no 
argument in t~ese petitions so common ,as the 
p"racticability of. encreasing the export of manu
factures to an incalc~lable extent. 

" In order that the Court might be able to 

judge. ?f ~he species of reasoning urged by thct 
ady6cate~ . for an open trade, he had abstracted 
fro~ some of the petitions laid on the table 
of the House of Commons, certain' passages, 
which he sbou)d now, with the permission of 
the Coqrt, \' ad. The first was from the cutlers 
o lHallamsnire, i di trict in Yorkshire, who 
i ated, that (, the annual eX!Jorts of our manu ... 

2 r 



factures to all the reg!ons of the East scarcely 
·amouoted to one fifth of the ordinaTYl exports 
.sent jo ttle United States,,"-a .people, it, ~ust 
De observed, e~actly like ourselves, in 1 Ct;S

toms and manner~, and totally dis iJll~lar ,from 
tbe natives of lndja. T.he petition then goes 
on, H though the former exceed the latter 
seven fold in extent, and fifty fold in p6pul~

t!on, but ,,,ho ~ have little or no waJ;lt oLout' 
commodities, apd, as littl ,ne~ns of purchasing 
them." The ne;Kt p,etitioll was from °the wooJJeq 
manufacturers of Wilts,hore; persons who had 
long qenefited by the Company's custom, aod 
he was sorry to say this was not the only in~ta e 
in which those , who had grown wealthy u1)d~r 

tho influence of th~ Company had turn~d rOll 
and pttacked them. These pe.titioners say, 
~, that they have been prevented by the Com
pany's charter, iQ a very great degree, from ~up
ply;ing an immense populatiop, ~and that hy a. re. 

,mova! of restrictions, they would receh:o order& 
for goods infinite~y beyond tho~e of the Com· 
pany." The next was from the' merchants of 

- Bradford, an inland town in. YorkShire-, •. who 
atate, that "there are many wool/en and vorjled 
IIrtides, ~t pres~1Jt un.knQwn in the East whicb, 
through the zeal and enterpriz:e 'of indi Id\la-w .. 

ight he di po d of in the im)ll~nSe terri ries 
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o~t e north 'and north-east of India, where the~e 
i a·-great variety of c1i mat'e, ~nd inhabited by 
millions of people in' almost eVery stage of ' civili
zation;" and they further stated~ that :' China is' 
H pectil'iar object of their ·hope." (Laughter.) 
" The M erchants of Sheffield address the HOlls 
in a mare: b ilJiant strain, an~ at greater length; 

they say, that" jf the trad~ of this United King
?001 were permitted to ' flow unimpeded O¥er 
those e t'ensive, luxuriant, and opulent regions, 
though it thigh,t, at the outset, like a torrent' re
prest and' swollen by obstrac ion, when its sluices 

Were first opened; break forth with uncbtltroula l. 
ble'l i petuosity, deluging iris ead of s4ppJying 
the djstdct before it ; yet that at length th 'wa
t~s of ' commerCe might wear l/the~selves chan
n~ls, through which -they migbt contihue to 
fl eve afterwar<ls in reguiar 'an'd fertifizing 
sfreams,'" . ~Ic.y also asserted· tl1at ",-he e n' Cie .. 

nUbia xi ~ed, t~e enterprizing spirit of the rn r 
chant could.·havt: . the effech 0 cl'eatillg it. ( Loud 
ItfiLgllter. j N<rnv, the' peech of th hon. g~tJe

m~n+r r. ~l1me), from beginning to enp, '<had 3f 

ten e~Y' to fortify thiS delusion. He had en~ 

aew6urJd f t o shew tlmt our"exports 0 In<Iia 
b~d be }arg'eJy ex endee, that he imports 

m rlAdia had also gt a I 'l'lcreased, 'anCL both 
mag-hflbe1e n (1 t6 1 ndefi ite qcgre c 

2I~ 



lav bis ("xvres ion Clearly, ana pre .. ,. . 
, ti Y u;derstuod. He did not mean r6 say 1: f 

JVte hon. gent emen supposed it , to! bet s ; -btl a 
deillsion aid prevail in the mlhd df tHe' peopll~ , 
and 'tnat wa ,a strong r{!asoii \vitli 'him (M1"!" .) 
tor' going intd a detailed explatlation, for the pur
po~e of invalidating the hon. tgen rlemal~~-s state~ 
~en s-anB the inferences drawn ] om them. ' 'l~ 

(' First, wi h t~spect to the exports; he had pro-
c s ta te fii bt 0 f exports by in d i v i d'ual!; to In-

~dia SIn e 1793, an<t he had thence' said that' from, . 
119S to 1807 ·fhey ha:d increa~ed . five fold, .fbt ' " 
that 'm i l7- J there wen!' eight en hick~ I anil" a ' . 

iJa1 , and i 18'0 7 eight ' nin'e and half;> beih~ 
n ' increas@ i tt] nine years of~ seventY-'ohe lack " 

or nearly' four fold, ~nd Qe p~ofess,e.d to tal[ ' tFi s 
from', tbe cp 'rt, or tne external 'con1l'nerce ~of 
Indii1, the earli r petiods of which ' were~p 1rlt (i , 

Mr. Gran~' aid' h'e must, in \ he first pla~e, ' r· 

faign the aCCU'tacy of this~ ~tafen·ren't . . -Tn 11 'n" 

ienilemani real ed the s~bjecras 1f there had bern 
~ e ,u r)~r'dgr ssiveJr'ise, but die ' fad s'" did 'not 
'tj ar hini ib'4t in th'is assumption.· It was a ' ll.ilc. 
toa hrg · ra 'e.; sornetrrhes .less . ana ' some Ii es 
-n16r . • The- a ccoll'nts on w teb-'he f6'uooeO·' ~is 
'l¥rt ~~t f.or tge lat~t, reat:s, wer~ ' n tJtaJ llouse,' 

,~ci ough~ to ,be no where ~lsej.l exc r. . " h r he 
. Board of C<>nt~(jl ~ "be::. knewj ~t~llc:ftOfe) 



./ 

5 I " ) I ' ~ <' • (1\ * Properly spe; lng, th~ tncr-eflse was only, accor 1!rg to 
1hr PFlUme, foo r: tl roes the limo n t~ ,of the sum ~ J i9 .. , 
:aceoTl1mg~ to MJ JGraiit Wo aost a h f .j~~~. . 



tpe only ~ :private. trade which was , then • pe~ct 
mitted. The trad~ ,carried on by bQth t ese 
parties, amoU!!ted, in 1791 6, .tp ~, 18 lacks i t 

when~ ther,ef<?re, tqe hDn~ gentlem~n be~an his 
compariiOn, a~ if the enl~rgement c()mm~nced . 

with the o'peeing of the: private-trade, he waS"' 
wrong; for I the tr~de by the c011)manders was 
admitted long before' it. 

And here , a material cir,:umstance should be 
noticed. Till t~e yeilr 1798, the imports frpIlJ. 
India were low, on an ,average about 1$ cks 
per annum i in that year the warehousing act 
passed, the impor~s were ,31 lacks, ,and a conI., 
siderable change took place -in Indian aom-' 
merce. Any persons were allowed to iinpqrt 
without paying the duties, w,hich w.ere ery 
high; the gopds being ' only , warehoused .. fo.r. " 
the purpose of expo,rta~ion at,' som~ future r 
time, and he believed goods were notl only" 
imported by our, \ merchants, but a considef
able quantity was sent here as to a depdt, br 
persons not belonging to ,this ~ountry., Th~ whole . 
of this t.r.ad~, tl;1erefore, was mucQ ~welle 1;>y the, . 
wareliousing flct, and by the shaJe which , the Com .. ~ 
pany's commanders and officers had iJ,l it • . The 
laUer persons did not carryon this trade merely all , 
a matter of profit; bllt, their pay not being suf·, 
ficient to 'meet their expenses, as they could gc~. 
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'goods on credit, and had the freight free of 

charge, they were enabled to carry out theif' ven
tures at a c,heaper rate than other merchants could, 

"'"""'an "'wert: iftiluced to embark in the ~tratle. Yei 
he.believed these ventures wer\! very often attended 
with corisiderable lass. The offiGers were nQt in 
the habit of employing any agents-' they did the 

business entirely themselves,-they got merchan

dize on credit,-and they had freight for not ing; 
stiil, w.ith 'all the ' e advantages, they were fre
:quently losers. He had known p rsons go out WIth. 
goods to .the amount of £20,000, and, after pay-, 
iog 'interest and all charges, not have £1,000 of 
the 'advefiture ' at the end of -the voyage. The 
proportion of this export t~ India, carried on 
br 'The commanders and officers was very con

siderable; and it was by no means to ' be sup-
1 

p0sed, that they' would resign a great deal of 
it to the merchants. 

But there were other strong easons to ac
count for the increase in the rexports since 

1793. The number of the Company's ships had 
been much augmented:, and the commanders f 
course' appointed to them, must still carry oUt 
good~. What was &till'more natU\'al. llOwever, 
the European population all ovet India, ih he 
same ,period,'" had been inc easeD flv (. 1 , by 

Ki Bg's1 troops, now 20,000, wb reas in" 179S het 



'W~ but a few regiments; 1;>y European settJerl, 

anti 8. iatge na y; all w ich t nded to crca~e the 
demand for articles ma(\ufactored in this ,.c nhy. 
But thi3 was not wholly an increase of con 
snmption, for if those persons had staid in Great 
Britain, they must have used our manufactures i'n a 
considerable proportion. At the outside:. the in. 
crease h~d been but tIi r~e-alld.a-llalj since 179$ . 

. and this, in a great measure, arose from the privi ... 
• Jege trade of' the commanders 'and officers whiGh 

existed before that time, and the great incretls~ 

of European population. 
And now he de~ired to join issue with the hon. 

gentleman, and f() bring his' statement in pr.o()f: 
against himself. ' The hon. geotleman had con'" 
tended for a large increased exp~rt, and certainly 
the increase was considerable. But was there any: 
proof that they haa sent a single' new article fOIi 

the use of the natives of India during that time r . 
They certainly had not. The-article_s were 'men~ 
tioned in a book he held in his hand, and, ,except 
a ni~derate quantity of iron, lead, and tin, and the' 
article of cochineal, which was sent to Bombay, (\nd 
which was not 'a produce of this country, 'alllb 
rest were intended for European consumption .. 
He ~aid therefore' that those were ' important 
-documents, and the facts whic;h resulted f1 mthen,t 
most important. 
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.. - lIererwas an experiment Q( twenty. Y'at'Sv
with the trade .largely opened, and nQt one new, 
article t)£ consumption. fot l the natives h.ad beel}. 
iqtroduced: Df articles for personaL use or coo ... 
l'eflience, either to wear: to ornament, to eat, 

'\\... . 
'. i(i) o .drink" not one has been exported to tba 

,country for native use. It had .been -said that 
diJigelnee, attention, and enterprize, were want
ing ; ", ~nd the merchant$ of Sheffield say,. " if 
they d not find a damalld, ' they will crcat~ it ;" 
butbesides adventurers of this cOUDtry, 'he knew 
there w were ,Europeaos in India who had as 
much: knowledge as these get;lt1em~ posses~ed, 

ind ~s groot an aVidity to pursue their own in
tarests, wh<;l had not found- 'out any of tl)ese 
new ~our,ces ' of wealth and prosperity. There 
'Yere besid~s native merchants who purchased 
gODds >from Europ to~ell again; and was if to 
oe1 pposed, that jf they saw, for one moment, . 
any opening for Earopean manufactures, amongst 
the native in~abitants, that they- wouklnot 
immed~"-tely endeavour t(} supply them? By 
woy of-.enforcing this topic, he wished to rea,d a 
reppr ,"'which ' hliJ.d" been prinfed, by an officer' in 
that.llouse, and which gave a particular ocount 

• of he exports from this country to India. It 
al$o ga ao accoWlt-of the tonna~, appropriated 
to the p~ivate trade, from 1803·4 ttf 1 a.l9~ 11 io.-



• ve, which appctared to have bean 54",000 
00. S of this, only '21,800 were. made use,.,(th ~~ 

the private merchants; aod he bad $j~, ,., jl 

... Ji~t of the, m'ost material articl¢s. ill: ",b~l1 
that tonnage had been OCC~ i~ , :b~ 
w.ere 5,511 tons ,in :vine; be~r ~ .. Qj~; (',i(Q.J1 

,,000,;, copper 8"OQ<DS oij~ spirits, 00 - ctiQPary, 
,.preserves, &c:, 553. 1'her.e wete alsq tUtnery, 
boots, and sHoes, .and fifty other trjijing »rticles~ 
.all f{)f Eurdpean consumptJoP ape ~otbiQg el$e ; 
evidently $hewiPg, tha,~ there was IlP arii,,] " par
ijcula,ly for tnc <Qr Qiltiv~, or d'ttferjRg~frcim 
v.'hat ba~ ~en seJ,lt-t eli be{or~. ' 

ow o~e strong proof tfljlt tb~r~ bad, bee~ nQ 
great demand -of. he s(j)J.;t, is, th,ilt 540"QOO tpns f' 
.hipp.ing were allowed, an,d 0 ly)21,800.emp)~y

~d. If there h;ad beeq , .t..h~ ]~~t lj~elihoQd.of 
, 'Procuring a sale for any 0 the , Q~modif of 
, this country.;no man oan do~bt. t}}at m6r~ Q( ~ne 

tonnage would have beep engagech This 'Y,aS an 
argument he. th<:)llght -of verr. grejlt iplj?Qrta{l~~~, 
There, ,"vas. ap ,expe!~m~nt, of t~e ty., y'~9r~~ 

' gr~at £acilit¥ beingaUoweg; yet, d\\r'ngthgt~j)g ' 
1 perio , nO: Ol\.t new: article ,pf ~~itjsh m,aItl,lfac

e for, th~ se of 'the ;1ndi~Ll~ 1)ild' ~e ,e~'lWl!ted 
~ their Eastern tertitGrie~. ;:r.b.~ bQn,. g ~u ,man -

,l}ad mentione~ Mr. Colebrook 8$ ' an al)~~rity 
for ' hi5 ' opini!lJl, teat ~ the ~Q.nsumptigll of t11& 
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I'riinufactures of this country might lie' inden . 
J 'extinded in India. It had since beeD stated, 
truly, that be ' part of 'the ' work to which the 

on. gentleman 'referred; was not the productiolll ' 
~of'jMr. Colebro~k, bllt, of ~ free merchant .: 
ceased, and he (Mr. Grant) held the proof of this 

• ~ ;his hahel on ,the authoritr of.' Mr. C:ol~b~ook' 
hitn~ ' If. He t11en ~fe·rfe9. to a printed book 
entitte-d." "The Hosb~rl,d,ry and ' 1ntemal .com-

o mete¢.. of Bet1gaJ~) pUblished So '10 ' g ago as 
• :{8:06; in 'the preface ,to whi h, (though be 
: does not ri1tme hi mse1f) he rites thus,: , the 
remain'd~r of , the otisinal wark 'relate, to , 
m!nufudures afld extlirnal commerce~ an was 

· wt.itten b:f a friend of mine nnw 'decea ." !It 
was Nea'r therefore that Mr. Colebrook had dis. 
claimed t at 1>3rt 'Of the work relativ7 to x'"' 
~eltIa) ... t:omMerce, no less tha six years ago. 
And he ' was sorry that his nnme should be 
used to give stre~gth and stahility ' to what 
l1e must caU a delusion. Oertainly ' if a gen-

. tleman of h~s knowledge alld . experience ha.d 
borM.~rOJwara and sai~-''' send those ,manllfaclo 

.. ~ tur'es, 11 ,will -find vent for them in India," it 
· b WGUld hfi~(ntaggeted'.him, bpt he sJJould not h,ave 

,We b~ an ~eans C~>nviDced; for from his resi. 
i"Olltle in that .country he was perhaps. as well ;,. ~~~ 



, ~ij. 'It .!! , subJect~ cOl,Jnected with ~ t1w;;" 
t~~e and c9~erce; , as Mr. Colebloo •.. (f 

l'q~ hon~ g~ntl,hl.Dan next ,had r~ou[§" 9 the 
trade to Chinjl-he sta~ ~ that" in 1. 793, tbat :rade' 
amOUgt~ in valu~ to .(629,0 " and that i~ ~J~~l ~ 
it had increased to £l,SOO,OOO.;" thus in tan . . . 
~s dguhlirig it orjg.i~al,amount. . l;'rom tl'\en,ce 
114;, infers the; practicability of ;till fartber e ' , 
WIlding: th~ &Xpprts of th~ cQuntr,y. Now" ,tbe, 
~Et ,\\:as, thy.t the 'c<;>Jl1mutatio act' ad not fully 
d~elop(;d , i~s PQwer,s till after , 1~9S -+but ht! 
wQPld ~ay rpore--:- 11 Gomp~ny had been, foo 

, m~Dy 6eai', 'lJl < ~ pa~it f exporting woollens . 
(p~rchasJ:i J{ii P. I the Wi1t~hir manufa tl1rers)'l 
aQC:i ~theJ!, frc:;~ th9s<frnaBufactur~rs who now at~ 
ta~ed Hiel))) , at ~ co»siQ~rabl las~. ·his was 
nQnd().I)~:asJ ~he:hon. gentleman miglit suppose, 
f~' C !p rU::iaJ' 'gnG>rance ot indiffe{ence d:,b 
]oss; but from a true . poli:ey; which taught thDgt 

• to ~ist th, c.quntrYt hy SUpPQrtiflg' its mar ufac:' 
turel's, wh.en tliey CQu}d -do ~t withQut sUstaining 
a very wa: ~ jal 19s~ i- -and with the hope, Q CDn,., ' 

ti9uing. a sy.stem, from I tbe e"cellence of, which 
, , 

they ad seen &0 lJ1~qy,gool:l eff(tcts ~ I 

~he h~m gentiem1!P , -tbe~ stated toat he"had 
, , 

coq~luded whitt he ,intended to sClY' as to the ex .. 
PO!U to, India, aIl~ he ~ope~ , after 'What he ha~ 



" 

EASf]!.iINlJli . lItWrs~~ . ' 
stated, that there '3 peared rib grou,nd irb.ate\'eit . 
for the declaration wh~cQ 'haa-be n so repeatedly 

made, that the.Y could eX,tend' toaf trade without 
' lirnitatiod. Onl_the 6ontraty, ~e 'should only ob> 
serve, ~tliat they 'co 10 not ~ake ~ ~ alterition yV-ltli. 
out ab~olutely changing th(' np.tbte oftliosc people 

, ...-which he thought rnustbea ert slo,w proCe~.- , 
And he hoped that this would: be a wdming ' 
to (persoils wishing to emb~rk their property in a: 
pew trade. To Jook ba~k to an experience 6f 
twenty ¥earsj () act with cauti h ahd circum-' 
~~ttion:cou'1d do the~ 'n haWrr; ana those who 
]~tened to lie dictates of prudence in tbis. e· 
spect would ' probably fi_nd tljeir >ac ' Ollot 0 It: 
'fh high -freight of th Company! had been 
cnn'sit;ievea as checRing! the ·, priv~te tratler, but' 
what was, to ber said of ·the 10 slls!ained ' by' th 
captains and _~fficers who paid no~freigbt ? This 
arganiellt WAs urian 'wer b1~. 

-He 'next Wished to' s~¥ a few" words on the hOn. I 

Ocmtlomw'sstatement with respect £0 the expofb 
fr~m In<.l:j; , s { first to this country, and next: to 
Arne ica ~ l'he' hon. gentlem'an -said, H a large 
increase in the' e~p(J)rts 'toQk place in 1793/ whell 

• 1m- tra'de was opened" a-nd tha1. }jere was po t a-
son' w..hy. the~ex'ports mig-lit 'l) t e- extended r n 
times s much. J;}n' the printed Sales' of the Com

pany; f~om the-year 1793 :0 '1809-10, 'the 1lrst 



£181)710, ~n account of pt;vilcr~ 
jvate tr~dcrs; \\ .. l-ucb, said the hOll. ·Oen . 

ao, U was increas d in 1798 to :;t.'88 ,00 : in -
810 to £1~74.7,0CJ0." But it would ba\'e beeq . 

II if ~e had gQ~e on -with the whole ,a~; 
CIG~'nt; 'and he would have -found. that,it Ie I, lin 
.1809-10 t~ £1,129;000. On' tbis subjec j.h~ 

d observe~ as he had . d~ne Defore, that" the 
arehousing act had made a very ma~erial difFe

rence by encouraging imports from Indla • . 
He wou1d IState, in the next place, that thistrade 
om Iarlia was in lOme degree a forced trade; as' 

. the ' coaptains pnd officers were obliged to .tak,e a . 
oportioh of goods, It was also a remitttmc 

trade'~ a cert"fin quantit:y of the for~unes wade in 
~at count~y beirJg of ecessity to be remitted to; 

this, ev~n at a loss, wh)ch .circ;uQlstauc~s had the 
effect of forCiog a:tTade, Gentlemen would see the 
difl"erenee bel ween property whi~h indi,rjduaIs 
w¢re . .obliged to' r.emit, a'nd th~t placed in the· 
bands of private merchants, who: woul<tconsidel'" 
before they embarked , it, what pr'ont they. were 
likely to- m'a~e 'Ihose wbo have fortl;lOes to. 
,end ho~~, have not an opportunity of thus yon:' 
id ' ring the matter; they'mulit r.emit their pr'o
~erJy. even at a disa<;ival,ltClge ,: bu,t N'e I mOl !~ 

. . look. more narrQwly il)to the, subj..ect. . 
f.fh ;whole amount of Sal~s a,t .t}1ell.\di~aC}U$ 

\ . , . 
. , '. ' 
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!;orn 1793 to 1 ~o9-!6, 'of privilege'd' and, pri 
persons~ was thirty-two mitlioI)s. (Mr. Burne here 
. ~bserved, " Tha:t was not,,~he statemeDt before the 
public:;~') The, account, Mr. Grant'replied, ,hact 
been carried to 181 i -1 2. Tbe amount ot tbe salesof 
the privi1eged trade was Q3i'.ffi,illioM, a.n~ the prt
va;e trade , Sf milliohs, making together 32 mit-

,lions. Now he had ,to state that the great cause 
of increase in these exports from India was, not 

the opening -qf the trade in J 7-93, but aro~e from 
' the jndlgo manufacture. And the Company gave 
'permission for the; importati0l! of that artiale' 
th ir~hips, long previous t9 '1793 ;,indeed, it eXlst

, ~cl :years and years before tbat time., arrd he begge4-
that might 1>J! attended to, because it was ~mpro;. 
per to attribute that t? the a9t 'of 1,793, whidl 
was in :beiI~g before that act was passed. Of the 

'"2 '~niimo.ns, of sale~, indigo oonstit~ted <!>:: Ie ' 
, than .£14,790,000; ~nd, .notwjtbstanclicg wh~ 

hid already been said on the suoject, Qf d at rna
,,",ufactllte, he would fidd 'a few words' rna eO, T-he 
'Gompany not ~only gave the pririlege, of bringing 
the articje hornein thei.r.ships, pre¥iQos to 1"19.3; 

bu t(}<theit as ' istance and support was'the'~ccesi 

of the manufaCture to be ascribed :- The cplture of 
thisarticlewas.introduced in 178S. TbeCornpany~ , 
aop' the CGmp'a~y" ol1'ly, putchased it;\ when'! was 
4t losi~g 'CQmmo~Hty-; and \vh n it was arrived at 

, r 



~lity, the ' 'Comp:my declined . ~ · .... tL.~t~1 

left it to individuals. They went 0 to the 
1788~ still strt1ggJing with an inoipie t bu i 

• I ' 

«less. They toen came to tht mpany~3 g vern I 

metit at Bengal, reqoesting that relief "miglit, b 
affotded the1:n. He was there, at ' that time, in .• 
clHrge of the Ct>mpany's commerc;ial aff' i~, and· 
• ted t~eir ca e to Lord Cornwallis, reco'tnme d~ 

ing to 'his Lordship the propri ty..of affording pro." , 
tection to tnis manufac 'ure, s useful to the coun- ; 
try, aDd he agteed. to lend them the COItIl>anj's ' 
money', ,the 10 to bel'epaid from the ppoce d~ ' 
ofrtheir s Ie 'Of indjgo here, a a fix.ed e~change. 
They then went dn for ten years further; :When 
(in I7~8), soon .. afrer the . Mar,quis of .Wellesley 
went to India, ;the~ requested a new supply f. 

~omgove.rJ?ment, ao.d they. · got from 50 to , j 

£l00,cx>o. At this day , indigo' cons'tituted at .. 
most one balf of' the sales of Indian commodities 
in,LeadcnhalI-Street; , h~ therefore considered that 
the sum. of fifteen milliens, wh·'ch this article had 
produced since 1793, was to be ascribed, no to _ 

. the act passed. in that year, but· to the 'Pt~vibUS 
proYisions"of toe Company. . 
. Anothet advelititiouscit'c!.lmst{lnce favoured this " 
~e; a~d,~probabl .without it th~~anufa tum 
could . ~ot pave so ,tl!uch 'pre \!aile i '!t at the.: 
dC$t~ctio~' of St. ~~mingo where excellent in-


