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dig(} was produc· d . The manufacturers 1 here we 
riyallingtho eintheEa t-InQies~and hqd it not been 

. fat t circ\,l n tances whj£b put an end to their 
i119~ trYt 'it w.as probable that 'Our indigo manu- . 
factur~,~ould n9t _have flourishpd as it l1ad done: 
Anvther article, the- exportation. of which fIOn:l 

India had in~reased very much since the rear 
1 '7e~i was raw cotton. The han. gentlemao. 
had .touone,d particularly on these two commodi
ties, as proofs of the gr t increase o£ trade since 
that pefiod; ~nd from thenct l he' ferred that it 
migkt be stiH' feu-ther IDcreased. :row with re .. 
speet o.indigo, they could.notenlarge the ,CQ~· 

surnptioq ~f that article beyond Europe, .the whole 
of- Ich tbey at presen't nearly supplied. It wa1s 
a co~pact commodity, which laid in a small 
comp~ss; and where was the necessity of em
plGJ:lng the sh ips of pxivate merchants to carry it 
[rom .India to -tllis country, when the Ships of the. 
Company were alrea9Y more than suffic ient to , 
bring home .whC\t supplied all Europe? (Ilear J 
Ilea.r'!) , 

'Vith respect to the imp~rtation of cotton' from 
India, it was fallacious to think of increasing it. 
In time of war it Co.st lOd. per lb.; they~. Jew. 
it bad been sol~ at that 'house far under ' prime 
fqst.~nd charges,-and jt was past doubt; that 

-.. ~~ , 
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long as the Ainerica~ cotton was ihtroduced int 
• this lllark,et; that10t htdia could not cqnpete 

with it. The Americans were in th~ habit of . . 
. ~~pplying one-~alf of whaf was manufactured in 
. this country j and when a spirit of hostility was 

apparent in their acts, it w~ th9ught a favoura., 
pIe opportunity t brin.g home cotton, the 
growth of our Indian territories. - But ""hat wa~ 
the consequence ?-It remained in our w'are 
h~uses even pow. (Bear!) When they . spoke 
of trade, it was .not enough to state what bad 
been jmporte,d, you should also specify whetbe~ 
the arti~les were sOld or not. Now he shoulc\ 
~tate the quantity of cotton and indigo at pre
$ent lying in the warehouses of the .Company, ; 
tpgether with the periods they h~d remaiqed 
~ere: ; 

. -6,600 bales of cotton, four years in the wareho\.lst. 
~,OOO ditto three years, 
, ~,OOO ditto two years; , j 

~ltogether 42 ,6.00 bales, amounting in \'alQe to 
-iC5OO,OOO, lying unu ed during that long pe.rio~ 
in"our wC\rehouses . 
. ' Whh respect to indigo, ; -gr;"~ {Luanti-ty of 
~tPa also remained, part . old and Har~ unsgld li{,\ 

tba~ . ous~~ 'p e aC~9u~t , ~s as fo~l9,.'t'i~. · c ~ 
. 
~ . 
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. !it 712 chests, six years in the \\1arehouse-, - , 
(~2'4 do. . five yeats do i' 

ir", 23fdo. ' four yeah do. 

~f" 5,1'0 I do. three years do. 

1,593 do. 
9,180' cio. 

two years 

on'e year 

do. 

a6~ 

, . 
~aking a total of 17,241 che-sts, o£ the vdi~e of 
£ 1,178,000. This was the ccmsequ·ence of ex 
\)brts from India; and ihis wc(s the s6rt Of tfade 
which the hon.' gentleman noticed· ~s an enood 
tagen;lent fi>r the people of tb's country, 

"' The hon~gentieman had not instanced any other 
'article; and from the statem,;nts which he now 
had the honour uf laying before the Court, He 
thought those did not go to the support of hi 
arg.ument. Why should the petitioners fos: the 
ope~ing of the trade wish to import a greater 
quantity of Indian produce than cOllld be can-:: 
sumed by the country? Would you carry the 
~otlon fabrics of India to Glasgow or Manches. 

, -lei r or \vould yOJ.l take sugars to Li,verpooior 
Bristol, for the purpose of rivalling your West 
fndia colonies, already suffering nder the pre -
~ure 'Of a glutted market r With _ respect to the 
goods imported here; we had -also .an e'xperime.nt . 
of twenty years, down to the present time; and 
no new article had been ' introCluced except tW41 . 

2 L 2 
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• Y' addi 'iorla~ dutieum the eXf>ortat" n ·'of Ea~ 
Indi -prod·nce r to America, and other nc tal 
:ow Je. (Hcear 1 hear:) • t 

L'f With·r speet to tl14 poli y of granting ,such > 

~li be,rty to the Americans, there was mcr~ to he 
'~aid fOI1 ~ft than might now all first sight itp~a , 
and the Government ought not to be censun<l, 

that account', beyond what was proper. hen 

the Americans first appearc:d ' in the India lis 

:about 1785, it was a time of peace. Other 
. European nations h:rd settlements in India, lby 
. 'greants from the native sovereigns recognize by 
us after we obtained territorial domini on. ' It s 

then held that those settlements hat} the poWer "Of 
receiving oth er European flags into their pO" s, 

though the Company now maintain tl1at the grant 
was intended only for themselves. The import 

of them indeed he conceived , was, "You ha'Ve 

a privilege to carryon trade with your own 

country, bur not to extend the same privilege 
to other' states."-The question with our govern
ment then was, whether the Americans shohtd 

go to the French or Dutch settlements, or be 
allowed to corne to our ports, and purchase from 

us.? The latter policy was adopted . . ...L.. This, 
hmvever, was not thought of at the time; and 

at the commencemen t, '0 a time of peace, ~ 
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inconyonience. as perceived. But he }dng Wlfr. 
which followed the F ench ' revolutio~, gav'~ 
new and increased importance to the pri\'il ges 
t1lat had been oonceded to the AJ'rlericaos by fhe ll' 

trea~y of 1794. Their:' neutral character ~aV'e I 
tllem a safety we could not enjoy; th y na'/igated 

thejlper. more expeditiously, and were received 

i to, the 'ports of foreign Europe and %Janish
J\merica, where, on account of the war, our 

ship could not go, nor our consignments find ad
mission ~ven circuitousty. They also abu ed the . 
terl'Qs of the tte~ty. It gave them only a direct·"! 
trape between India and America, but their' 

ships visited aU the ports of Europe going and 
coming. At first they benefitted by the rise of 

Br~tish capital, partly that which was to be ro. 

mi~tFd from India, and partly what was lerit ' 
t em in Europe, but afterwards they were able 
t trade chiefly on theit own, and certainly ac~ I 

quired wealth alid importance by that trade. But) 
:Ill . as es.entially owing to' their neutral chatac .. ~· 
ter? and this in fact enabled them to carry.vILa !: 
tl)lde certainly beneficial to India which we coula "1 

nQ; . c;arry o~ ou selves. The hon. gentleman ~ 
t f 6)e, in, declaiming on this trade, had been : 

tiqlly wanting· in O,ot adverting tG the tt\le 

s~ 0 its ir. at .ext nt, the neutral €harac ter of . 
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the Americans" wEich enabled. them to do what, 
~ had they, been out of the way, our merchant 

could pot have done evep' circuitously. 
".,Mr. . Grant then proeeeped · to eocamine 

what the increase of the .,American trade 

had been; he thought the hon. gent. (Mr. Hume) 
was inaccurate al~o, in his statcroent rof that trade, • 

though he professed to take his figures from the 

lndia re ports, on external commerc~; he hltd 
selected those years which were best suited to 
hil?purpose, whence he says, that, " in 1799· 0 
~he Amer:can exports (rom India, amounted-to 
ni ONeeT) lack,s, a,{Jd in 1809 to 95 lacks ; being a. 
ji'lJe fold increa e in lline ye rs." Now, rhe fact 
l¥a.5, that i 1795-6. the Amemcan exports were" 
11) lacks, and, iII 1808 g, only 6glacks; the in.!. 
crease therefore, in thirleen years, w~s in a ratio 
of about 3! , instead of five, in 'line years. The 
trade of the Amr.ricans with India was further err- j 

couraged by the British Government then,-betause 

the¥ cl\rried hardly one thinginto that country but 
buJ}ioTJ. \I.hich was much wanted there. And this was 

a farther pr~of of tbe diffic~lty of introducin~" 
manufactures amongst the natives; for the Ame-

& ricans, who were under no restrictions, carried 

only a small.q.uantity of wines.a d trifling ware$~ 
put tITe rest of their Indian carg.oes was paid' fOe 
ill bullion. ' The whole inel' .ase of the ArnerTc 1\ 



tJ'aEk, since tPt revolutionary ~ar" ,... had been 
bets per a.nn~. But it was materi Hi con-ij 

';~rfpg thJs ioc{epse, to recqiject,l t at: Ur~~ \ 
the, same period". thc= traue between India 11n 
,~ , .. - 1 -f :J I 

foreign ~qrope , had d~~linfd? ,and we wer~ H?t 
to $pppase, b,ecause the American export~ had 

• l ~ 

become greater, that the exports from, f ndi:1 tQ. • 

the west«rn world, t'his country ~xc~Pt~d, ha~, 
on the whole, been much raised.-On the con-

f ...... .... ~ 

~rary, he .. wo~ld· ve{lture t~ assert this position~ 
,~t tne exportslrom Indi~; to foreign Europe, 
that is, to all ,~he weste~n world, ~xtept Britain, .. 

... '., l.l 
~e tl0t now greater than they were [o.rty year~ 

ago, when the tr'ade in those exports was in ' 
the hands of the ,French, Dutch, and Danish 

Com )anies.-(Hear! Hear I) . f 

' 40d he could rder to documents witliiri'1 
that Ho~se t~ p;ove~ that the eXP9rts 'Hi 
116 to f'areign ' E~Irop;, by 'the ' i\~~~1i, ~ 
Dutch , and qani h ~orppaoies, were as g're~; ,asu 
the exports from India to forei,gn Euro-pe 'tfbd · 

! I, 
America, we~e a: presen~. The h.on. gent. a,P. , 

, pear.ed to s~ew so~e signs of su " pr~ z~ ~t t,~~J 
b,ot, he wO,uld tak,e the 11 he.rty. to\. s~ ate, ~hat ~ ~e . 
was wan-ant·,,~ . Q what he said~ an hal, \'n e~ .. 

• . )"-4 t 1 ., , ., (. U' 

been in India at the time. . '., .' : 
,, ' " 't 'II I" 

~.,. Eume sl\.!P~ ~hat it, ,w~s fro~Jhe ~~ar_} 7pi 
~~ jtc: . took ~i3 d~\\ .~ l}e ,~e{ta~~}y wr.s, ~~rpn11'<J 



the hon. 'Director should have 
the 'year 17($8. 

r. Gra t cbntlnued,-that he had stated thiS 
,circumstance, lnr-rely, a' a relative observation, '. ' 
ill strating the question now before the- Court. 

e could not mz- an to mix the transaction; of' 
17 8 with the immediate. subject in discu~idn; 

but he wanted~to shew, that the c nsumption' of 
Indian commodities in the Wes~rn world did 

" not progressively advance in the manner which 
it was the 5,cope of the han. gentleman s argu* 
m~nt to main'tain was to be . expected: 'I he In. 
dian commodities were chiefi luxuries 10' 'the 
~ ester)) world: ~ and the consump IOn of them 

, must depeno on the wealth. of the buyers, and 
be also. subject to those fluctuations 9f m r1cet 
occasioned 'by particular events: The reason the 
Americans carried on this trade to the amount , 
they did, was, as already noticed, bj:cause 'bey 
h~d ~he Soutl American m:uket entirely to them-- , , . . 

;e1ves. Besides this, the gre~t extent of Ame-
rica, and the increase, since 1793, of her popu r 
latipn and wealth (fo~ wealth was ' always ~hc 

c nsequence of an industrious population), would 
~riH ar~h'er account for her having embatkecl so , 
largely in the-Jndian trade. 

1'hc-hon. gent. had th" ,touched on another 
~opic. :. He ,ha.d s id, ha.t the r !ult' of the Oem· 

2M 
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ttMir: pinions () cto in l>as trari§a ti TlS, lJie 
Il hitn.d€ b01Ui1 ro ay, th t tie h d seed' b 

Uon t ~~ang any opin16n lie might have 'fo -
" c:xiprossed,l :either pb1i ical Of ,commercial, • 

Jpecpng these" transactions L He then1read e . 
fdHdwing extract ' of a l~Her written 0 :the Mar
qdis ,., MT.dlesley, CJd ted I;>ec~1ber ' 30, t 800, 

, :w. ' en wa.S most , d~tidedly in fa.-vour of ,fhe Gon· 
<PanY'i rights. r 

:.. ' ,,<'t w~uld" be equ~ny unjust 'and impolitic, to 
e,x.tcnd 'any:·facil1ty ' .tO the tIladc Ofi the Briti$n 
-Ntrc~ants in ~ndia, by sacrificing or hnartling 
tb ' Conlpany s ') ~ights or pri.y:il~ges, by injorin 

-it cemmerp.a:l 1Otere5t5, by admitting an ' indi ~ 
'e:riminate and unrestra' hed , lCommc:rcial 'inter· 

• I 

course b-e~wetn lDdia: and Eogland, or by depa , • 
:ing from any . .<:)t. the fun'damel'lful· principles" of 
poticy, wbich ow iovtrn the British-os abll h-
ments in India'. ~ )U '; .' ,. 

'~' The han, gerlf1eman, continued M . G. naft' 
_ ,ar.gued'! In t e" inten ion -of tire Act' of 17~3, 

-£ n]~igitfgHt1h'e priVate trad has ' not be'en an-
~wered ,t'Fhu ~e must certainly d 'oy; · 'Vhethe 
it.·.was pilOper t . enlarge the trade 'furtb~, was a 
'd' . inl:f. ~ueuibn, uf he was, quite -sure th ~ the 
:Ad of 179'S. :w rnot. in~ended to go so far '115 

the' han. g' ~t ehtut seems neli ed to think, He 
knew aomethiog 9f~' dl~pr-ocee~ihg8 wh1eh ll~en 
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. 
~tleman -hlmself (Mr. HUgle), bad .pokeo in 
the highest terms of the Jnc;\ian government" as 
~ed o:n the m.ost equitClt}1~ princJPles~ ;dis
pemingjustice with ,pel1ect, equali y, ana main.. 

,. oiaining tHe riglits and intereSts of ~Uo ' H~ llad 
strengthened tbat statement by 'luotin.g I a case, 
• bO f ' t I I m W J.Ch the property 0 a nab~e was prOt ' ~ 

and the full me~ure of jus ice was de~lt out ~ 
the o1render I wHo . fiad transgreased the ' taw. 
Now be would call hi, attention to ,aBot~r fact, . - . " r. 
~ fact of a diff-erent,description.-...of a more m.e~ • 
']aucholy ~~~Qre. A private trader in India Md ~ 
ilkr~ated and Q'pptessed the natiyes,~they diet 
~t wait for the slow process of tqe law,-tb~1 
did not take their' oppreSsor before a police m~is- / 
tr~te;"""n6,-4t.her rose !n .~ body a~d ma's ~cre<;f I 

Mr. Martin,. tor ffiitwas tile gentleman's name:' 
If an unlimited lOtereou~e ' withl India: was ~d;;' \ 

• t' .. ~\':) 

. mit~ed, mi~ht , ~e riot ~xpe~! similar' ~vents/ 
might we not sup a e I th t ' instances of ,oppres
siQn; on one side, and ofsutt1mary punishmenf Qn' 
the other> would frequently take place:} "He 1 

hOJ>etl-tibe bon. gentleman would not forget t 'at ~ 
'Inaia was a conquest • . He hoped he woum no 

forget that the two ingr-edients of which all ~o- , 
vernments were cbmpo~ed 'are fea and hope • 
He trusted 'he wf wd re.coHect tHat th Company'~ 

' ~overnment in Inoia r ested an th fulcru'lli o(tB 
, 



. J 

.o~JDion? 8ftd that, in aU 
fie gov~ed by tb Jew, ~ hoped e h 

made some impre$Sion on " the ,hone gentleman.; 
. - e ug'~perhty>,s ' tQ~'b~ paJd~ for havmg" 

said so muc~, when th) subjliGt h~d been ab:ead)' 
10 luminousty. eated.by otber!i. 

'Mr. Ttcimng a'd, the~e ' were proba y.many. 
g~ntlFmen in the IQOm.. who reco]]~cted tha" OIl 

a former 9C~asion, hen the charter was re
newed 'in 1793, he b re some part in that dis-

ssion, and , ·he shQuld not have COl eiVle tit 
he performed his duty, ilfter tepee jat: .obljg~ , 

tions wh'C'h he ha rec;eived from he Proprjetors. 
~I - IJ f 

IN 0 had pl~ ed hirn,behincl th~ 'bar, it b.e were to 
I ( .. , 

rep1~ain totally silent in t~e present arduou .and 
difficul~ situ~on of the Corpp.~ny; he 5bollld 
ther:fore maKe a very ' ew. re!pllr'ks on the pes~ 
ciati9J'l wh' h o.ok ace in 17~3, nd on that 
which was recentl.y ,di,scontin~e by His .Maj~s. 
tris MinIsters. In addteijsjng ~hem on this tQpic" 

L • 

it . s .eyjd~ t ~that he eed not go j~nto 9.n; 
leog 'of argurp pt i becaQs~ the situati~n of' th~ 
Com~any' had been so ably advo. ated .on that 
side of t e bar" andJ he might say, so, ~oqu.en 

l,lrged on the oth T, a to reqd~r it uonec Pf 
for :him take Ujf ml!cj of th 'r tifTl ~ 'tpe 
im ortant esson whjch he ha ~ 'n~~ in the-r l ' J 

goclation of 179S, . was (hi -It w.a~ then ac-
~ N 2 







bjgber .va1i e. being placed .upon them:.. 
nOl wh~tht!r, 'f th ew easul'e ~ 

Uke place> nd iftheY,$ ould. have to g' 1i} 

IDdiall ~ or 'rather, if it sho ld· taken 
. -them (fOf they never could su.rronded ) ; 'be.' 
he knew not w. ther they ~hould most RaVe 
lament, the meass or failure. of th-e 
For, if the plan 5 oe'eded, .it iV I be oll'ly be:''' 
tause a proportion of their de w<\ tra sfttr 
from l~ Compa~ .to .them; and- ' if' i did nbt; ... 
til y had. cent }n6tances ta pr va, tha .the fa~l 

' . ,.l 
ure would pot b~ . S~PPQ ed to ha e atlseh' fr.am 
th~ iQOlish spew ation~ (i)f the merchants the . ~ ., 

eelvu, be"Cause there' was :;0 irtg yet; 
Ii ; and they would yer ,be sa~sfied, tiU 
CQmpany had, by degrees, relinquished Y6rj'1Hfug( 

hey po~d; but, long before that day ani¥ed f 'I' 

the fabric would have fallen to ~ tbe gro . tf, and 
the whole territor1 and commerce of:J.n 'a tW0111d 

~ 

have been lo~t to' l)1e Country. I w.o'fild th . ' 
b~ little coRsolation for - posterity to knoW', 
that the 'Company e~posed the impel-icy <>f he 
sohern r ' thtlt thejr Ilepresentations were nGt a4!
tended to; and that they were sacllir.ed t<> what 
he must ·call, popular clamour, . 

I would also bestow- a few warda o~ the 
sp e h of the hon. ,gent ,(Mr; Hum) j th 

ould indeed be but few i ~r mOlt o.fi he -argu-
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.~d by him ha,d been already so fuU, 
aOi'_reeL ihat -the ~houJd not be jPStifieo in tik
in, up all)' great portion of their time. He had. 
, <J; ith much attenti(>n to the whole of the, 

. g n \emi\n'.i speeo~ ~d to SOQle paRIl of It. 
w.' . OOf)Si~enl>le satisf~tion~ He did npt <lis
~e.a man b~c.Q~- h' opjnion w~ diiereQt fro 

is own. If an individual, stated -his ti 
in a proper \VOly-though they might be at vat:i
-aoce.wj~his ideas 01,} the subjee~ yet he thought 
his! claim to attention was , indubita~le-8n6 
he pnfes.sed the way in which the 00. gent • 
. tOQk solitary gro\1nd he had ch6Sen, ev".nced 

i9,erable ab'1ity. pproving of his ' ccnd,\lct 
so-,fij .' if He thought they were '11 nU ken, an 
conqeived tha He knew better, what was·fi r t6e 
good of ,the Company d the Country, than they 
did the~ ;e he cert iDly had a righ to come 
{orw rd and sJate 'his se.ntime . ' Dut iF, fter 
.wh~t.Abe bad heard, he should auvCle the Ol:lrt, 

J'ftt~ to · follow his (!ingle. opinian,<than tbat:Of 
be opri~tars lit large, a.nd those who w te n w 

if;) til DirectiQ+l, and could recommend ;Vhat ~ 
. n.p o~erly- cj ignated a frightful baza1'd, .in

stead of the existing system, theri he'thought so~ 

S:O~~14ble ! degree a cen9u'r ' mjgh~ f. rJy he at
,ache ~o - • The hon~ n :'-bad observed; 
th~uhe conduct F be f Dir~t:rors i pH d 



a de6'F.~ to the Govemment-~e denied the 
~ion, oxi' this occasion he, W certai e was 
speaking', the senti~enis of the whole COlirf 0 

, Directors~ and be must say,. noth~ng was ttper 
from their intention than the manifestition of e
hnce. ' But, wHen opini~ns were disagr I. a ie"to 

• r,· I: 
a party. that party was apt to disapprove 0 ev: r " 
&tep taken.. QY "their opponents', ,Now, when it 
was discovered 'that 'the seQtiments of the I)irec} 
tors were unanimous on this subject~wlien til 'f 

found that it ~outd ' he impossible to ~gr~e t ,loa 
measure whic \lis Maje's y·s Ministers had po ' o· 
aed.-He should say, tHat if~ tmder such circu~.? 
stahces~ the plan should be defeated, .arid I they 
'withheld the exptession of their opinions" from 
these Ministers, woula 'they 'n6t, on 'some futurg 
occas'ion, ake ani oppo'rtunity of bbserving, " if 
you haa Kno~n die Court of Directori, with 

',' , 'I I .. - I . "i 
whom we were treating to be unammous In ' 
I, • 

~beir' opinion toat it wo'uld be impr~per to recdm-
'mend to die Court ofPropnetors to aq:ede 6 ';o~r • 
proposition, was it not your duty to communicate 
that fa~t 0 us, and not suffer us to procehl in'lt e 
disdl$sion of a point which wo~ld t ultttnatel1. 

"be conceded ?" • I" I 

In pu{soing the course which they had t~ en. 
therefore, nb candid mind • an for OD~ mom nf 
imagine t11at they were actuated by a spirit of de-

l • ~ .. .' ' ',_.. t 





~ ' . 1 ' , 
smpg,gling than in ho:;e places wh!!r,e th~l ~ 0.-

cts , of the ' East did not and could no co e. 
. '. r . l\nl • l 

, lpere had been occasions, in which . ships .' ~ 
• ' I I ... 
gone to other parts .of the co~st, and even to I r~ 
tol, but never without there<beinz a manifest 

, " .. ... n J 1 

di,tional (degree ?f. smuggling,,- ,and i,t w,asji~ e d 
suppose.d by som,e, thai: they wept there tor that 

p'urpo . c.-'Vhat diCl ~his prove, ~xc~pt thft the 
Outports a1forde~ addi,ti~nalopportunif es .of SU,lUO'

glipg?'-, And what )Vas the case i~ the p~rt ~f~oq-
don? Every Captain and Officer rece,i,ved p~~i,ti~e 
injunctions to avoid illicit trade; When the ship , 
arrived in the Rivet, the Company immediately 
It· 

s~n,t out urveyors a,nd inspectors-and an account 
of all tne transactions on board the ships was reo 
gularl} ~ent to the lndj~ , ouse. But he kneiv 
that 'even all this precaution did not answer the 
J r , ~ ." '" . 

end which w'ls intended. And what w.ould. be ' 
~, _. '. l 

the ~9~sequence, if the tr~de was ,opened? ,l:ljl-
sread of all this care nd attention. ships wou d 

1 *....... ~ - t ~ .I 
e ho~rly arriving in this country, the owners f-

a • r t.L. at) 
wluch, instead of.preventing, wo~ld be ).qterested 
ih f~r)Va;ding I the illicit trade-and &any, r .. 

. , ) .. I ~ 
haps, look alone to that fu r a profitable , return. 

'. , I, ro.. I '. u 
I e could carcely suspect that a morep,owerfut 

, • ~ ' to 

argument would b~ given" to l)im, 10 sunDO t of 
,I IJ I ' 1\: ' 

the assertion, that the admission of the imn<;>rt 
, ' -' ' lJ.F". 

trade to the outports myst produce a: czfalc.atloA 
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of the revenue than that which the hon. gent. had. 

~a uced. In addition, however, to this, he had al. 
( the o~ini~h of a 'Commissioner of the Revenue" 

o ewhlt ,diffe'rent from that quote:! by the hon .. 
P pnetor; fo ' it expressly asserted, that if shjp 

• ere perrtlltted 0 go within the landing places of 
.. ~ 1 • 

every port nere, and in Ireland, smuggling ould 
l' f f 

~ncrec(se to an 'enormous degree. 
c. They re no\v in a situation in which no 

I ' . 
urt of Proprietors, since he had the honour of 

being corJnected with the Company, had ever 

been plac~d;-They had had their d!fficulties an<;l 
'n~ir' co es s, but they ' were 0 little moment 

tom'pared with th~ present struggle. Ther were 
how contehding for th'eir existence- hey y.,-ere 

now comb~ting for life itself. (Hem'! hear!) , 
'. The interests of the Company wo&ld never be 

abandoned ? y the Court of which he was a !Vem
"'bet. If, however, the Coud of Proprietor; should 
r ish tb surr~nde r them; they should feel it their 

hau y, hoWever , rel~ctantly, to obey their com

i mand; but he hoped another duty would devolve 
1· ~ 1 J 

upon them, aha one of a far more p}easant na-
, tlire. e dId not, it is true, li1(e bost:ility; he 

woutd do Jriy thing, short ~f a sacrifice of duty 
Uta' av~1d it; but, if it were th!! opinion of that , 

0'&1', diat they should resj ~t the proposition 
it r, , • 

;VhlCh hf'd been made to them, they should bear 
1~,J1 ',L.. .J' ,I I , 
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, 

, mJl4e a,vail}ble ~o tke i t~f 

ie' J ., 1.1 ollie ding (qr ~ ~ pI9=': , 
P9§1 -rlh t. pow.e~~r tpe . f9n ,~10Ilariei mi ht" 
pe Itpi' q; t c~r"H' rincigJe, ti:)at er..reveq ) 
should .only be col eeted thro.ugh a Compan 
slWp.)d re ai I ~ fol.l an~ uni"!p~ir d f()ree. 

ch depend nqe , a~ been place~ on the 9pi. 
niop of th~ ~mlPissioners of Excise. but it a 
W rt~j' , of deep terpark, tq;tt th~ g~v~rnm~nt. 
forI their own purpoies, ha most djsingenu~Jy 

ins!nuated (for t e fa~t ~ould DDt at all beaJl them, 
ou.t ) , a they ha4 met them .solely on the effi 
~iency pf the mea ures intended tQ be ,adopted 
for the prevention of smuggling; bu~, th~ wa 
only part @f the ,question. Tqeir assertipn was 
f' if you d troy us you destroy your' revenue ~" 
this, it w~s true, was a great political question, 
without Jooking to other points, anyone of, 
Wpich might produc almost equal danger. AJ 
the6~ points however were ,open Jor 'pi~cu, ion 
but as the Ministers had thought proper to take 
js f} oll the. efficacy of their m~asures for pre-
eQii\lg smuggling, and as lh~ hone gentleman 

had bot omGd. himlielf on the report of tbe COIl)

'mi i QI} 01'$, b,.e ... hoped he shoqJd be aI/owed to 

reaq ol)e , passjg~ from that /document. At the 
~me I tiJU~, .it, ",a w rt~1Y Qf recoilection, that 
)!,h~~e. i\.- I string, of.,que tions as 5uqrnitted by 

, ' 
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goyernment to a Boar'd of Commissioners, the 
. ~1 

ans er, whetber favourable or not, was alw~y 

gl~en i the rno "t co~plaislint mamier posslole; 

~d, notwit s andiiig what 1he CommissIonerS' 

.~nd itt this" report, he thought it might be in- , 
,ferred, even from their own statemen~ts, fhat tHe . 
tHemselves were alarmed to the 'heart ~'it 'ap .. 
preliensrons of the in reased dange~ ' ofsmugglihgt 
under the proposed system. They recomm'ended, 
"the ira e to be 'confined, th@ 'Private t rader's 

s}{tPs to be reouced ' in size; and guarded by t -
~n e ' cruizer~( for which purpo~e it woultl be, 

" ~ce'ss ry t11 t that 'species of forc'e 'be incteasect", 
(A. laflJth) They pointed out the ports of" Li
'Ve poI, BrIstol. Plymouth, Dover, and Hull/' I 

a . Qte ' to w~ich they conceived the trade should 
be r stricte'd: He read this statement, that it 
Sbou'1d, go ' out 'to the public, while th~re was, 
a sh"ow; on the part of government of fighting 
h~ batt1e of the Outports at large, these Com-, 

mis ioners' of Excise and Customs, only recon:r ... 
rnelHleo the trade to he extendecl to four or five ' 
i th,em, ex pressIy advising, " tha't none of the 

'ships shall. go illto ports where it fs likely facilitIes 
will be affO'l'ded to smugg1ing."-Now, h eat th~. 
t cSGri p'ion given -by the Commissioners 0 "the 
p r -of Liverpool. ' " The ntrance 0 'the r .... 

)otir' bf LIYEU'OOL, to the West, is qpeO; ~nd. 1 
! 
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Ilot,hil!g can be E TTliR. CALq-uLA TED FOP. .sr.tUG" 

o~ G-(Laugluer)-and the) doc~s, ' as they arc 
~L~resvcrnL 0 stituted, being surro nded with 
shc;>ps, w~t(;~ouses, and public-houses, AFF?RD 

pDIT~ONAL FAC,lLI.TIES 1'0 II,LIC1';l' TRAF'FlC~ 

( aug.'der.) It is in contemp/atiqq, how. ver, to, • 
b;<~'ld ope dock, w~ich should be. surJ'Qupded PI 

illIs.'.' .,., 
. The Cqni~issioners thel'\ go on to sheW', that. 

I .' 
t e other ports are EVEN W01;tS~ THIAN L~VER.P~<?h 
(a la¥.glz) and yet this was the report on which the 

. han. gent~eman found ed his, argument, and· O!l 
~vhich t~e govel'nment .fonned theIr opinion. He 
was ~le.ar, in the language Qf th~ Earl ot Buck
ip.gbamshire, that' unless very extensive gUqrds 
and regulations were provided, illicit traffiC( would 
il1<;rease . n an alarming degr~e. He ~new nO,t what 
fegulation~ were jntended tG be adopted, hut it 
r" " 

• s,t,ruck him t~4t nO~li ng could be clone, exc-ept a 
.fresh army of revenue officers aod an additional . . . 
of. t 'of Custom HO,use cruizers, were addecJ ~o 
~ ~ ' geI)~ral burdens of the $ta~e-(Laug1tter)
~hiFh'. ;was rendered unnecessary by the mode in 
which the r~v nuc l¥as at preseOt ~ollected. 
~ Sir HUgh 17lglis statecl t at when the CO\1rt 

. wa ~bout t9 'a jqurn the other evening. the hon. 
,IIlover of t~e resolution (Mr. 1VeylalJcl) seemed to 

. insinuate ~n opinion, that the han. Proprietor 



wlw prOpbsed tbe amendment: wa's 'Cntitled to ~, 
,reply. He then took the liberty of stating,. that t 

if:..tie were 'allowed to speak a second t":me, " i 
.. ould be in cons quen..oe of th&ir courte-y .. 2ft 
bf the rule of debate.' eStablished in ' ot'her as-

\semblies, no persbn was s ffcred to eK"e~dsel th:at 
ieedom, except the mo/veT 'of the- original q, es 
tioo. He for one, however, ~ utd V~I''y w'illing
Iy give allY ind'ulgcnce to"th'e ' hon. gentleman 
(Mr. Burne), if he wished to speak in expfana-

, . , I ,j tum. . . 
, If the Court ,gran ed that perm! sion, be hu tect l 

the ' hon. g ntleman woulCl not go into such ;t ' t 
great length of detail, as he had done on a for' )' 
D1e~ evening~' -The time of the 'ICourt 'was , pr'e .. 

cious, it was '3ssedl'bled for particular purposes ;" J 
and ~s Parliament would soon tIleet, it was ne
cessa y that they should speedily {lome t-d "a d~ci- , 
sion; therefore, he hoped the hon. moYer ef tile' 

~mendment would comprdss·-.w at h~ :?~tl to sar 
10tO as short a compass as possIble. I (f. 

:M • Hume acknowi~agea himself fully seJpsibl~ . 

of the indulgenc the Court had 'extended "fb hi~,~ 
and highly gratef~l tOI1 the opporturt " 1 h'tHe 
h<\d '-given, Ot making sucH ooserv 60S '~ '. ~ ,rr 
curte'd to 111 ' , infl re'p1y to what ttl a . f: Ie 'f m 
thoSe gentlemen; Who had ' ii ~en with th 
intention of ans ring his :ar.g m i'S. J' 



, h9wever,, persQqfll ,charges and i~dividl.l.1 ace 
satjQI}s w~e directed a,gainst him, and en at 

,te pts were mane to refute a 1 hi st~ten ents, ~ 

, tliQu~ht it w~u1.d Qt be liberal or candid ~. ~~ 
refu~d l?im an opportunity,. which, und r slldl. 
circu ' stances. ev.ery man had a right to demand; . 
He ,was notwithst~ndiog grateful {or the permi£
sion' fnel he sJ10uld think he, ac ed with muc 1 

imp'r pri~ty if he occupied their t~me longer than 
he [Quod iF absol!Jtcly nece~y. One thing he 
would observe, that if he, standing alone, had 
spoken a~ gre~t Jength, i was but ju tiGe to say» 

\ 

his a~v.ef.sa i I ~ had so regulated thfj in'conduc:t1 ~s 

'to 'W~cr 'lI;um,ber~ in oppgsitiot\ to fjlu,l1ztily. If il 
sing}' individ4al ,had ref~ted' his argumrpts" hs: . 
wo~ld t ag.ain have addressed them; particu. ' 
1ar)1 after the numerous ,and wjtty rerH",rKS \fh'cll 
the ;pr?lixity of his former spe~ch h~d t can 
forth, . " 
H~ sqouk\ ~tric Iy confine );timself, in tbe course 

of his explanation, t;> those p9jn~s which he ,c n· 
ceive~ _~ssen~ia ; and ~ would begin with the 1 t 
ipeaf. *st . . ~he hon. gentlem~n (Mr. R. Jac1~ .. 
iOq) in ~xPbmat.ion, called the par i~ui~r ~of rPf 

, the f;toq t" , t.o the..opiplOD qf the Commission,e ~ 0 

Cu W. s an~ Excise, a~ if he cQnceiv'td that h I , 
(L . ~merhad found~d hi 'principal eason fo~ t 

If ~~ Pl:JtPQ{t . on an opiJ)' on, t,h~t qo . 
. 2 p 
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crease o£ ~muggling. and consequently no decrease 
ofJhe revenu , would take place. It was f-Vident 
from this that he had failed in explaining hitDself; 

• for, though that was a strong ground of argu ept, . 

he thought he had adduced others no less power
ful. It had bee~ asserted, and powerfully t '0, that 
he pertinaciously clung to rus own opinion against 

the statements of the t wenty-four Directors-.. 
presumptuoui would it be for him to stand up 

in that Court, in opposition to the sage expe
rjence and wise discretion of those gentlemen. 
He had, argued, that no defalcation would take 

place in the revenue, and . no mischief would 
" happen to ¢e country, and to strengthen tha~, 

• he had only quoted the opinion of a Commission
'er.-He had disclaimed, and would again dis

c1aim,. the smallest interition of making any as,~ 

sertion founded only on his own opinion. His .ar

guments were built, on facts, and stood firm and ' 
unshaken, in defiance of all the attempts which 

had been made to impugn his motives. If his' 
statements had been found wealt or inconclusive, 
he would have been the fi rst mad to acknow
ledge it. Such being the case, it could not be 

said that he had p1~ced his opinion alone against ' 
that of, the Direc~ors. The Comm'ssionet, 4in 

fact, of whont he had spoken, had made lise of 
the very words of his Majesty~ Atlinisters, that, 
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U aftet'the Hest cKamination, aided by all the in
furrtrarion obtained from the ,Boards of Customs 
<a tl E~cise they are not enahled to concur in the 
'~ Pi tori that ' the proposed extension Qf the im~ . 
p6ft(trade from irldia, .would be produ,ctive of 
3'n very great in.crease of smuggling, and cer .. 

'Bly not to the extent stated by the Dir etor ." 
<This was not a rash opinion, Qut the resuJt of 

he united experien~e of th0se two boards; and 
he did not ,believe tbat gentlemen connected 

;tl1 them, could be .biassed, by any mt-ans what
.e.:T t-O give an opinion, in oppo ition to their 
real entiments, with the view of meeting, wh<1t 
hlld been termed". the dangeron and azard us 

sute3 of bis ~Iajesty's , Ministers. If, there-. 
fure, these g , Dtlemen were actuated by a desire 

to, benefitth:e Country, as he was con 'inced they 
V'.o:eYd, ou: 1) not the Court to pay great d fer
I"enc~ tb tbeir .o.pinions, which were only e~ho d 
hy his Majesty's Ministers? Having aid thus 

much, he .vi hed to dismiss nll further r m3rks 
o . subject of smuggling, and to coo-fiuellirri
self to the propriety of extending the trade ' to 

111e Qutports; for J!Ja~jng faU rej-iailce on thes 
.; faG he could ee no ri k to the r venu by 

measure, under suc wist aqd effectual 
s th J gislature might think prp er 
h had advanc d facts, and only 

2, P '2 
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lacts/ lie \vas'-very appy <tJ)" find tHat ·.the bmi~ 
~entleman (Mr. Grant) had attempted to grap 
~le wltli t11'en1~ ; 1"Sut tt 1 that ~e (Had at:h~a G¢G ~d " 

. s rWd only to up,Vdrt 'hi ttM. Hu~, s)'<itfg"'41''; 
ments; and he , hoped they would 'r ' coll\~'=F the 

'bserVatioh' ()f a"n 'hon. gentleman (Mr. iJac~on), 
bat iI bis statements ere not r~futed, he Mlqnld 

leaVe ' (t e -Ct>urf"with, " -vantage ground."-llis 
statel is-batl not been refuted, and, ther-erote, 

'':tie ,hall· afir igI1tfld congrhtulate him~elf bn· oeiBg 
.in the situation t~ which the ' han ' l gentleman 

". ,,~ , . 
lin oed. ·~FltH\t)n Director '( NIIr. G ant)lhad .saiq, 
hat ~iU~'~r tbe 'timpotts ttom ind~a to this o0un

to r"; 110r the e ports .from thIs' count~y to India, 
~ o~H:l.G be e~tenaed; thiS was ~t ,varfance:)lWuh 
~ ver Ifact wlfiob..he (Mr. Burne) had adduced. 
.. °Mf~ t(J: Grant -said, that to prevent atl fal\taer 
'P • sr::tke; lIe wouM repeat 'what ' he ' had always ' 
() t.r d,l~that "they CQuId not be' increased i1,t. l t(l12Y 

~~) t, r'ibZ'degree.u l 1." ~ " .' ',' Hi' , 

.~ eMf. Pattison spoke to orde:rr. r , He said, the 
~,~ o~~ gentlema"n had nof confined, himsel ' to;.ex· 

planation; _ he hoped the wO'rtby Chairman would 
ep him tb a strict line, and sa.ve the COUl' trom 

l i:hci diffuse cou,rse of reason'jng, which, ' en a fo(- \ 
- fer dccasiofi, occupied three hollrs and . a l.balf. 
lie dld not k;now hoW the patience of o.tli'er ,ge'~-

~::l.l • i ~ , ' 
I , .. 'It. : 1 ~ \ ...:} 



tmnen stood th~ test; ~t. his was very severel, 
"ed. , 

La i~' pugl, Ingl s thought it ~as better to Jet ,the 
'l>ml. gentl~man go n in his 9,wn way; t,bey )Vould . 

. e time :by it. '" I 

M,r. Ilume cOlltioued i-he • should eel ve,y 
hapP¥ in be.ing called to otder, if, in anyone point 
lie had transgressed; but if he wer,e n~t allowed ~o, 

make the J 5!Gess:,ry ~tQterncnts, ho}V cOt;Jld he re-

ute the argum nrs which had 'pe~n adduced 
against hi m ? " 
~r The Rrv. Mr. Tlli"ZwalL ~bfl}itt~d Q the Curt, 
that the han. Proprietqr was very ,disorderly. It 
was stated. by the bon. Chairman, that he was to 

oonfine himself soJeJy to explanation; and he 
contepded that the li ne of argum nt, 'wQich be , 
-wa then pursuing, was by no m~ans explanatory. 

, On a fom er ev ning they had t1 c hon. gentleIT)an's 
\Spee:ch of nearly four hours· and, according to 
the course he was at present taking, tile ~e'yt:reQd 

elgentleman apprehended, that his 4ddre 's would be 
.e){ t-ended to eight. He wished the ense of t~e 

I Gourt to b~ ak n on the 'business. 

Sir 11'l1gh lng/iii' i5hed th~ 1, q. Proprjcrtor to 
• -1 pr.oceeq ; ,&t I th~ salTIe time, he boped he would 

.compre s as much ai pos5ibJ.~ what he had farther 

.to· offer. .J ,_ , 
AIr. lIumc continued ;- if to exp ain was fe .. 



DEBATE AT THE 

gulat;he denied that he-was ifrogular in aoro,b; . 
s~"ation that had fall(')n -frem him. Th:O',hOl!} 
Director (Mr. Grant) had stated, tAa ' tb'e exp~ 

, f from this country to' India, could not be ~ tenne . 
in any material degree. ,Of the ~'Sta'telil'lent whi,o . 
he' arle~ t6 prevent mistakes, he handed aw itte . 
copy t<> the Court of . Directors, in which die ~1l"" 
crease of the whole of the I~dian trade, for ,the 

last eighteen years, was spe~ifled. He hacl .taW 
the general -items" instead of the incnase~ at he
port; the' d;ifference 'was, that ,insteali o'fiJ:. a~ 
a age of 89~(is, he sho~M ha.ve given an av~r~~ 
of p5, beitlg i0'nly a, three~fO'14 i ncrease. oalilii'. 
stiWproved the trutp i()fl.his argumeht/thol!lghm..<ptf~ 

he confessed, in so great' a degree as he nad s.ti1t~~ 
lIe should have fe t ''happy, if the hoh. 'ge.nti~l 
man (Mr.,Grant) liad corrected a IDistak~ - '\ 'PR 
lie had made .in andther respect. Ii '.a)lijiie . 
to th~' exports lfrom Bengal,~ to ( Americ;a; w..h~b· 

be had sta'ted at 85; when, in 18.06, be shoul 
• 

) bav-e stated them at 95,; he had here .gQ 
below the m:uk, and 'it would have. bJ!eo QIj 
tandid, ' if the hon. gentleman had corretted :biro 
there, ,as he -had done when be gOt above i,t. AJ; 
all events, it was proved that , an incre~s~. h d 
taken place • . He de"iecL his ever having-<,~lli ~ 

tha! the trad~ might be incre~sed to an iJ?de6oit '" 
degree, altho,ugh he did say . that it was cElPJ1hle. .. 

... , 
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oi very great improvement. It "Vas 'lUot known, 
hQwever, to the nation at la:rg~J ,that the, Com .. 

. pany. , .did almos~ every t\Jing) n their pqw~r to 
c:heuk the introduction of oU'( manufactures into 
India. Very high duties' ~ere obliged .to be paid 
pefote European goods were allowed to be land d 
at Cakutta; some, paid 12f per cen,t; woollens 
26f p,er cent; 'carpets 9f per cent, ,an~ so 90 in 
the same proportion. , " .• 1 

.' On>a former day he had addu.ced , the opinion 

o~ Mr. Colebrook, in support of his reasoning; 
a.nd'I it 'would be recollected, that a , g~nt1;eman 

hao'got up, witb gr~at warmth, and stated, that 
the work which he quoted, was 'not the produc~ 
\ion alolle of Mr. ColebroQk, bllt a joint publica
~ionOf Mr. Colebrook. and Mr. Lambelit. 1'husj 
inst~.ad of being weakened, his argument was 
strengt!tened by that gentlemah; wh? add~.sl 
allother opinion in favor of it. He thanked th~ 
non. gentle~an for the assistance he ,h"d ,given 
Mm, particularly as 'it appeared that Mr. Lam
bert was perfectly conversant with the privat~ 

trade. ' The hone Director (Mr. Grant) had told 
therp, that artitles which were gClletally mad 
lise of. in England, would -not find a mark¢t: irt 
the East;- he never contended that they WO ld.; 
of coil s.e the manufacturers must -exert their in~ 
genuio/ to suit the ~maDners '2ncl custotns of th¢ 

.' 

. 
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l~~bi!ants. '\ftt~out, bowexerl dwd~~g}qn&!t 
(1) ~'exports, ht? wou1d C'6ntent himself sim.a!Y 

tn observing, that as the h<;>o. gentloluatl., h; d 
• Slot proved a diminution, but had !'- }p:iW~d ,a 

thrc:e-fold increase to have taken p.1ac,e; hj~ wo
position stood, not only unrefuted, but SUP,PC)[,t· . 
cd by an accession of argument. He was ..ready 
o admit, that partial failures would occur, '\Yben 

the tra-de was first opened; this was a result to 
be expecte from the impetuosity which would 
natur.ally attend ne .. "; sp'7culati~n's; but he hap no 
doubt, wben a little, exper' ence had beep' otftai -
cd, that the most sanguine hopes pf th~ me
chants wquld be accomplished. '11 

The hOD. gentleman here corrected a m' take 
wbicH he had made in h~s former speec.h, respe9t
ing the increase' of the Ameriqm comm~rce wi\th ' 
India, WhlCb he stated to be greater than what . .' . .... \ ' ~ " 

he had then calculated. H e had been accused of 
not having considered the 'neutral , ~haracter . ~ 
America; but, in fact, he never lost sight of j ; 

and he particularly wished, . that such facilities 
mould·be given tQ the ' British merchant, as would 
enable hirr to take u.P that porti of commerce. 
w'hich should be dropped~ either by America; or 

bY1 foreign Eu~ope. I~ was said" that ~e had: 
spoken inCOfrectly in .a,ttributtng the increase f · 
~e.· Jrnpo,rt ~r~d$ ~n,\irelr. to the 



Cb-ant , and ove,rlooking that part of it, whicli llad 
ert ca ried 00' oX the officers and eommapders 

!(j the ompany'; v.es;el~. The fact was.., .~hat 
h S ~ ~ errtent was fur eeneatb what i~ really 
--..!Y .l 'r, , t t 

~mlo t have ' be'erl; and milt he h~d by no means 
·~one' to tHe extent to which he would'l,lave p~en 
jUs.ti'fied in going. He 'had been satisfie~, tas l¢ 
w'a 'not desir-au of being thought to exaggerate 
tbe atnount of the impor , 'to take the year )800 
as his dat 1 , i'o which it appeared th~t he t~ade 
flat! amounted fo £1,7~'7,00d; w ereas, 'f ~e 
n3. I g'orie . t • i 802, h'e would, ha,ve there fo~nd. 
tbat tl e imports by co~maoders aod private mer
chants, was £2,500,586: . It appeared l~]SO,' tbat 
the I trade 'carried un ~y the commanders and otE ... 
eers, was by rio means a flcutuating one; for, in 
1793, it amouoted to £421,339, andio 1809, it 
was £435,000. The average of this trade, there
fore, being nearly' alike, it , c~uld not h~ve pro
duced that increase in the amount'of the im1?orl _ 
which had been attributed to it, 

He, gave the D~rectors cr.efit for the exte~ 
sian which took place , i~ 1801-2, to which 
much of' the su.bsequent increase of imports 

as to De ~tfribute4; it W<;lS then in their pow f 
fo have confined ':tbe merchant to a stricter 

, ~ f: t \ 

Jibe 'than they ~1)ad .i::lone,-tht'l 'extensivn wa 
the fore, honorable to l elf • fih~erafity; still, 

2 q 



~ovv~w: (, Jf, under all fbe ri;fuculties a d <li~~?-
v~nt;lge5, which v n th,en ~ etnained, l' the tra~ t-

bad be~~ so ~~h increasep, e had a f·r.ht tc) 

~xp'ect. if a ore enlarged exten~ion w~ granted.., 
tpat it woultl be followed by a ' still gr,e~ter illJ
prqveme,nt..; They had been told, that the- 'co~-

mption of arti .. c1e$ · of .Eurppean manufact9,re, 
t uld not be incre d'n India, in any material 

degree; but: if thcJ f~Fts which be st,a!ed ",ere 
cqrrect, · whether oughf t,be Court to trust to )~he 
.opinion of he hon. gelltleman (Mr. Gr~nt}, qr tQ 

experie9ce? whether o.ught they to be g~ided BY 
facts, amounting

1 
almost to demonstration, or. bv 

. 'I "" f 
tbe conclusions of ther hC)n, Director, however 

, f ) 

high and respectable the situation which.pe fiUe9? 
The hon. Director stood on bis opinions, while 

• , • , JJ 

he depen,dc,9 upon facts, and ot;l the results >?f tpe 
Company's-sales. As a proof that 'our i~ orts 

I • " u 
cpuld not ?e iQ,~re..ased, with any a~van.~ag~~ 0 the ' 

. nrivate merchant, the hon .• Director stated . .- that 
- , ~ , _. • 1f1 

atton coulli nQt be imported for less than te . 
• • .' '- , !"'" if ~ 

pen~e per pound; but,' he total v forgot to men-
r r' I ~ • ~\1 

, tion, how ofte tbat commodity had been osed 
I- "I,... ., I·... fu"~ 

of, at firt~~n. seventeen, and even twe ty:- e e 

, p~r ~ounp. In order to sh7w 1/ too,)i}~t., ~v n 
what was imported, could not be sold. he oh. 

• 1.,('" ~I 

servec,.1 ~hat .~P;OOO -bales w~~r~ .Q~~ oq .ha ; 
< This} he a prebeoded) did ~ot op ra~e ver for-

~ " L~ ~ .J 
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ibW in favor of the hon. Director's 'argument ; 
for, in 1 ru h, this stock did not am llnt to one 
half of the annual 'import!', whi~h 'we e upon the 

q' • 
'aver~e 90,009 bales; so that there was but a 'if-

dTl . \ h·' d h era e qua'ntlty on an, to answ r t ose dernahds 
which the 'market was continually mal..-ing. Th 
same arguments might be appli d to the indigo 
on hand. The value of indigo annual1y itnpbtted, 
11 the rate of 6s. p r pound, was £~,57b.OOO, 
Jhd' the . value of that ' on hand, wa ' but 
:£1,6'72,00d; so that there was but one-tHlr'd 

, of a year's consumption to supply the public de
ciand, until the arrival of l. the' He~ t; at1d 6£ 
'tll~ quantity:, ' it did not app~ r lioW' mu ' 
'wa's 'eaily good or fit for the purposes for whl-ch 't 
"'\Vla; infended, or 40w much of it was kept back 

at the ~xpress desire of the persons to whom 
it oeI'onged, with a view to an increase ot price. 

1 He next r came to the cOlllllierciaI profits 

of the Company. The' hon. Dir~ctor h~d tolcl 
- them, fhat, in a given time, th~ Indian trade 

;averaged a profit , of £100,000 per annUn1, out it 
)would be an unfair method of reasoning, to state 
the profit of tbat trade, without thqrging on it 

f'ltllose' duties which would be paid by any private' 
• I • 
mer.chc1nt on a private venture. The amouni of 
ltl1e duty on the exports from India taking them 
'at tine and a Z half per cent. ' amountea to 

2Q2 



'average Bf 7-1- per.cent ; 
low this .. um . aml nI9n , far bOll • 

) , 
4t!ties. f.o~ the same FlemlC\, roduoedl 8":66jOOO~ · 
~lt IFS evident that lhese sums shaDid' ba -ere 

ed from the prOOts,rand-added ro Jtne t~tftito ': 

. 1 ·rev oue--'lhese du ies; t<rl')elher' w it.h ,tl1 
simple interest of tHe' estmentS,'" amolJpted 
.£ 1;9 rrooo 1ich: after de~lucting ~h.e 'Prdfi of 
the lrade, acc91"ding to ,the. hon. Direct.or (Mr. 
Gftnt; kft-: a : clear loss .of between ;5' an 
~'600,OOO,"on , these, jtem~ alol1e.-df therefdr:e 

this stjltcaneot w:as correct ,\"ltich, Ifrom their OW t 
argum.e ts, h .appeaTeU. that he had a right ('0'(:00. ' 

tend. th~n the trade 0 India had been ruil'lous to 
the eoncernS' ot tho.c mpany, and :as de t~ ring 

jbo!l¢ profits J which· i.he China 1md,¢ aff<rrded. 
W,itb ie peef 10 the opinion of the Marqui~ 
Wellesley; that, had b~en given in a diff;erent lllano(1 
ncr at different pi riods; and . as opinions Ivart 
a~corditlg to ciJlcumstances: they co Id oilly hay ' 
weigh~ in reference to. the events which occasi(m -
ed th ir proll'lulgatioo • . 
. • :AS' to tho political part of the ;question, he," 

• uld observe, tha if the Go,-ernment were to h . 

t~eQ away from ~ Campf.1lJ, if the trade e,"o 
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~J}e .ri~ Qn lW'ithbut lim:i ti 'f1 • i 
~Is ~ el ,b(Ulnowe<i p 00 ndia~ 
out ~t}l:ltJl)'4 r rTe~ulatio ,napgers.i 0 ~ • :g eat 
mctgnitud 1 w..ould~{tainly ensue, ~Ul) t:th6y ha(l 
no right to pr,es\:l\UI that any such measu s WeF 

in. contemplation-no suggestion 'of that idn had 
be.6n o/feJ1ed; on the contra.ry, it Was i>lain that 
no material alt~ratiO'f1 was sought to be effec '~ 

provided .the Company sim.ply eded the ' impOrt 
and export !trade. (A laugh.) I f 

However mudt . the Court 'of Directors ig 
c;:onsid~r this a boon to the publi' j ' he was , 
opinion that he' very moment their1charter ex' 
Wlied:; whioh it was now on the eve of doing) 
th~ had no 'oll\er right to the India tlrad ; than 
that SOJ"t of general participation to .which all 
~he (British merchants were ' (eliltitled; ~rld h 
lw..p¢d ,tbat the G:ourt of Proprietors wouJ 110~ 

p 'st in carrying on a trade.by wh,ion a Joss of, 
fiVe-or 'i~ millicms had been ustained. ,- I The bori. 
D ir.eotor:had asked, why he ,introd\!C'ea past 0011 

t1:0 ¢r~~. ? , (.But"; he 'Surely:" mu.st ha~e h~ard t , , 
a$serrtie)Ds wbich , were maue by .gentl tn-e 
~I}d which i was ne.ces ary he should -adsw-eN 
An. hon. ' Proprietor (Mr. K. Smit,h)" ' irr ' epfy 
to 'what he had dbseDved on: the delay of ships, 
s.aid •. that, these delay..5- ere, occasion (:Vnot y 
tb~ Company, but by puplic.emergenci ) but·) 
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his opinion, the ships intendt' for ' the commerce -

of I)nvat~. individuals, Ol/ght to be kept sepa. 
1a find distinct, and houl not be div te ) . ... -'" , 
under an ci cumstances, frum the business for 

which they were professedly intended. The' shlps, 
wnic . the hon. gentleman alluded to, a5 beillg 
placed under the direction of Sir Horn,e P ')pham, 
did not arrive at their destination untii long after 
they \vere 'expected, which created very comid t· 
:t:b.1e il1convenience to t ~ merchants. This was 
one' of the stronges't points against that system 

which ' he wished to correct. He tHanked the 

hon. Proprietor for the instance he had stated, 
\Vhic4 ~as a very important one, and he cd"u1d 

n6 shew, from the wotds of the Directors them· • 
s~l es, the' great expense' which was incurred by 
the dt!1ay'of the Company's ships.-Mr. Millet, 
i5n the 1st of July, lS09, wrote to Mr. Gran, 

stating that demu rrage alone, on seven extra 
mips/amounted to £91,000. This proved a de
viation, by which both the Company and the 

"mere ants suffered a ]Qss,-be was most anxious 

t remove such causes Of expenditure, and there
fore was of op1nion, that nothing ought to interfere 
or intervene to stop the ' regular dispatch of ships 
to and from India. . ' 

t. K. S71{ilIL observed, that he did not deny 

~etentions to have taken place, but he expressly 
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stated, that they were occasioned by political 
eveots-anp were del~yed only for political pur .. 
pO$es, and not for the advantage of the CQ\llpaqy. 
who deri oed no beqefit frqm them; they had been. 
stopped for tlJC exigencies of state. . 

Mr. Hume said, that the hon. gentJemaI'!'s ex"; 
planation was exactly what he wanted for hi ar
gument-It was against the, system which pet
mitted these deviations that he pjected. , 
Th~ ho? gent le man was then proceeding, ~p 

argue" in opposi tion to the system \vhich had here~ 
tofor~ existed, and on the difference of opinions 
which prevailed upon it, when he was . jn~er 
rupted by Sir H ugh Inglis who said,' that the hqp~ 
Proprietor was arg ui ng as to what t~ sy tem then 
w as. and not what it was 0 be in future. T e 

# J 'r 
prop sirion to the Court W:.IS, that the pdva,te 
'merchants migh t be allowed to expor t in thejr 
Qwn ships, withou t any re fe r~nce to wha had 
heretofore been the custom,- The hon gent~ 
man ought not to throw away 0 much rgumenr 
in , endeavou ring to poin t out th('~ errors f 1.!r$t. 

times.-In a great part of what he had said he 
had not conn ned hi msel f to e.rplafUllio7l) but had 

indulged himself in accusation against the Gprp

p ny. (Hear ! hear 1 and cries qf f2u~s'io1. I 
f2uestioll I) He entreated they ouid heflr :the 

I I 

hon. gent!emaIl . 
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Mr. Hllme said, the Court would recoJlect 
that When he last addressed them, he haJ not or." 

• • t I 

fered all t e arguments hlch he shou have 
done, had he been permitted, ana had nbt 80 
• 'f', i/ 

mat!j tHings pressed upon him at the mo-

ment . 
. ' Sir HugTl 11lglis observed, that if the hOl~. gen

deman did not state every tfiing De had to say, 
on a former day, it was' not the fault of the Pro

prIetors or Directors; he had been heard with 
{ I 

rt great patience. I 1 

. ~ir. lIu'Jne, in continuation, said, that, on the 
score of opipion be wished to call the attent~o1\ 

• I 
of he Court to a fact of great lmportance, men-
tioned by M lion. gentleman, (¥r. Davis) which. 
went to prove that the deviation of one of ,he 
COlnpany's ships, for a political purpose .. ' Had • 
nearly been the ' ruin of the Captain. Th'is fact 

, • I 

established the necessity of separating the political , 
and comm~rcial part of the Company's system. I 

The same hon. gel) leman also stated, that, in no l 
one year ha there b' en any difficulty in obtaini~8' 
even' 5000 tons of the Com:1any's shipping 
for private trade. lIe was in the shipping 
lin ; and, ~s his opinion' would pro bably 
b:lve a great effect with the public, -h~ 
wout pu it td-f1is candour, whether, in truth <+nq 
in fact, the pri"atc mcrc1;ants had' oO,t Icom lain~ .. 



r. Davis r() fo a point of order. Th~ fact' 
which he had . ormer]y stated ,was oubted,by th 
hon. gen€l qtan, who had even gone farther than 
the exp'ressioI.1 .of doubt. Mr. is was pro. 
cectUn~ to offer some explanation in suppprt ot 
hii fbrltler assertion, that he could procure 5,000 

2R 
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Mr. R. JaefHon f()Se to orden ~He .said .. the 
~tioft really was, whether the usual ~e .~f 
etr proceedibgs hould be pursued, Ql' whe~r 

liet should be every moment bioken through, fQr 
e purpose of bearing down an indhiduz.l? rbe 

regular course I was, ,if a ge man misrepre
sente any thing bis speec j for the penon 
whO conceived himself aggrieved, to c&rrecf: be 
. enor when the speech waS over; but it:: aa 
~uite 'tiisorderly to use these frequent inta'rup

s, and there was not on man in one.han
'dred who cou1d possibly continue' QGlleoted n-

er s Ch circum tances. ' 
Mr. 'Burne proceeded, by saying th :f he chal

lenged any merchant or agent, of twen '1 ra 
"'expe ience, to stand up and ' sa that ho oewer, 

, an instance in which tdnnage douldJtiot be 
, procured when it was wanted. H did not nniet 

them at 0 e point only; facts. now pres~ed ound 
bim , on every side. ' He was s[{lisfied that- z· i" 
ties had nM been a tded to' e ' private r
(:hants, and tH~ mOre he- thought on h w bj"ect 
the more firmly h was convince of the'l}e 

.Iity of a change in die pr~eDt system f> ,bon. 
gentleman who spoke thi'rd in tbe b~)lDI'" 
R. Grant) begap hi speech! bf ling' 
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pm clauae, that all the facts which he 
(Mr: Hume) adduced, were entirely irrelevant 
01" utterly inconc1w ive. Those state~en1s, which 
he 'W8 not able to ov~hrow, he very pn1de,\tly 

aside; observ.ing that he would not notice 
them, there being many' other persQUS 11\ the 
Court better calculated to perfor~ t ~ ta • 

ow tt was the recollection of the Court 
'With what applause. that speech vas tce iv
:ed; although b had hop d bat ipstead f 

beoretioal . argument th C( urt wou d ve 
ilooked to practical pro9 • thet:efore I he 

uld dismiss the speech the hon. gen-
ema whicb, howey. r eloqu nt, did nqt 

contain one item that related to any thi e had 
laid. H h d condemned a li>ubJicacio~" tIle 
Ed,jnbUTgk Revic'l(l, .which, with a Ii ht altern

, ~ . 'oli Q th~ text, he would say as" a ilb as 
dt wall USQful," for ~a . ing easoned erroneo~, 
. adduoing facts w,h\ch oc,curred in 178~ (apd 
:which ¥1er~ me tio ed y Sir Philip Frand in 

• . ~etteJi~ 'as a gro1,lnq ~ ,legislJltive enactment 
,1 butpe himself, falltng into the same error 

which he Iblarqed .ether obsetved, that the 
prWate m ro au ~ 'Q- ~dia '\lX re at present very 
espeetabl me lilQd!l t q w~nt baCK to the 

Qf. ord Ii e, alluded t\1e mfschiefs 
'h ' . '1 ~Iass ctf p. rsons hild th ,n otc 
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However gratiRed he, as well as the Court, 
Ignt be by the libn. gentJeman l$ flowel'Y meta-

fhors and fine Bowing language, yet as his whole 
eh proceeded on the m.grounded assumpfi<!nj 

diat'adventured would be aUo d to wander 
through the EaSt unrestrained, for which suppa
tition there was no iftnndation wllate er, t 

:whole of bis reason1h~ which was built on bat 
nti fa e, 'must ~1 0 the ground; the falsity of 
lUi dtfta, hnd t onsequent ~rror of his argu ... 
Jikient, being most apparent. - 'If," said the 

n. 'gentleman, "individuais were permitted 
~~froru coast ,to coast, from island to lsI nel, 

Jrithou regulation or ClOntrol, what must be the 
See ?" JHe would agree with th hon .. gentle 

w t'hat if such a thing were .allowed, -the IV 

s 'Would be terrible; but .the cOl'respondeooe 
f 'Hill Majestf Ministers ore him out in the 

rtion,'tnat egulat~9ns would be adopted, cal 
e tea to r(!press any such occurrences: Ano. 
tbh· in~nious argument of the hon. gent1em 
Wa f~nded on an assertion .that he (Mr. Hume) 
b d state\!; th~t, under the I new r~gulation, th 

rease" 01 trade would be mddi: ite. Although 
. tbie 'expression , had travelled round th~ Court., 
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bgggeci io oosefYe, ~t he bad, not mad<: 
it What he said was, that as the traqe 

• nereased beyond w at was expect d, th Y l;1a<l 
1)0 ight to fix; p~ 'tiveJy the bp ~1dary a~ which 

t increage would stop; but the hon, gel t1 rna • 
(M • R. <Grant) baving as u ed this expressiop, 
went on to tat. that" as the increase of f~ 
would be iOWlftnite, e intercourse of indiv 
dua<ls with the East~Indie5 ~)Uld be inde6nite 

. All that he had ~wil'tbed to state was, tb 
f!ven if tbe. tra e were pushed to its utmost e 
tent, it must be carri d on under su~h d' g~la .. 
tions as. were calculated Q pre-v o,t danger to tb 
country. Another hone gentleman MrJ Plomer) 
asserted, that his.sp ecb was suited to 'e, .-neeti» 
of L~verpool or Bristol ll)erchants~ but was not 
adapted to the Court ~n which it was qeJivercd. 
Kow if in ~n assemb1y of gent1emen~ cohn ct 
with India affa:irs., and engaged in argumeIU 
them {st !ements and d tail _r lative to the com .. 

rcial cmd political situatio of tb,at country 
Ie irrelev.an to the sl,lbj ct u der discu~i 

.he knew not what cpuld be termed r~Ievant, 

et cb as the effi ct , of prejudioe, that that 
r.t of t e hon gentlell;lan' sp e h was a~. 

pI u d t. thoug another, h n gentle'P' Q (Mr: 
J; "son) had obser 'ep; h t if thos fac 



ch the hon:proprletor (MT. Plomer) dee~ 
~enftt, 'Were not answered, be shoutd Jtave 

tbe Court \1 ith "vantage ground'." Th 
dprie1Or, liowevei, ho confessed tbat 'He de-

ved his koow)e\ ge n the subject' from b 5 

Ctmv rsation, boldly designated all th~se fads 
~ means applicabJe to the subject. . fter 
posing the fallacy of the asserti , when con
ted tvith the opinion ~f the bon. gentlema 

Mr. Jackson), he thought lie might dis i" lfat 
~rt of the subject without any farther notice. 
:Another hOh. genlieman (Mr. Impily) reqnlred 

orc atterttion. He-had cane him (Mr. omc) 
e organ of Lord buck;nghamsbire Jnd the 

Mini t rs, becau e he had espou!>eq the cla1in 6f 
the ·Outpotts. DId that hon: gentleman also • 
ttmsider J\.fr. 'Vaithman to be th-o 'Organ of Mi. 

isters, be use h'e had. on the p"e eoin 0'8.1', abU 
-ano lier place, supported t he arne 'Principles? 
t'it could not be denied, that so far from bemg ' , 

friend}j to the 3GnJiui 'tration, Mr. aithman 
d e every thirJg in his power to cry th m 

oWn. The conduct of Mr. "\ aithma had 
beerl highly tr d,table to him (flisSfS), he'titeant 

far-'as teh1ted to tbe ~bject of the renewal f 
e'Comp 'y~s <!harter ; and he thought the spe ell 
it had een delivered by him in'the.Cofnmon 



urt • 
. ...LJJe1IHD. ge~~. (Mf. Impey) had told the 
~ !h~y, ought to look to opioions. only, and th 

<;ts w~r~ of 0 im Qrtao.c .-~ w be sqbmitted 
to the candour of the Cpurt" whe her tl)ey were 

l}Ot met ther to ,decide by the experience of th 
t t~euty years? and he ho~d they would not 

a tjo concLusion founded merely on opin' 

Th~ same hOJ;l. gent. h Qbser ed that not 00 -

thirtieth part of what had fallen from l'\im wa a -

']licabJe to the question; and y t h(: oncluded br 
)Oping, that thct whole of hi peech wquld , 
Bu\>\ished, and lai4 before the ~ountry, a t 

r.est ~eao of serving the cause of the 'ast-In-
ia Company. Now, i( his statements 

applicable, he 'was at a 1 s to kno 
c.; uld, . ther ,serv . or injure the cau e 

. tbey were so irrelevant, t~ y cou~d ot ol?cta,te 
itl( r one w~y or tbe ot} era The 0 1 . gent. prJ)-

~eed Ol~ 1') aSiumptiop; tha.t G vernrneot . -

ended tp .u~troy the politi(fal rig ts and pri i
eges of th~ yompa y.-" "Wil . be erl'};littcd," 
~.~ e, ,/ ~bat they QuI r~b us of th9se' rig ti 
'9 'hioh we c entitled? Will n t.s ch an 
empt roduc unpopularity.? D ~ a Mini r 

e.xist1 sq weak and icked as t endeavour to 



IJII,"'Iiliiiltt:IV of its rights.-No weak 
coq ffi!ct auc}a a OUlr.ooae:.<.wrIJ~:'iotlle 

. was completely wrQJlg in his utnp.. 
-_ ... - there was. not the smallest evide (! of 

sucb intention e~' ing-on the ofG0'7tm
t. He had a: cCU&ed them of a de:sip 

~ to tear the lnd'a Company limb from li , 
memhers might be given to the Outporta 

neration for the loss of the SJave-tnlde," 
, he thought was a most ungr~cious subject to 
ntion. and was i.ndeed acting on tb~ princi-
of " ripping up old sores,'· with which ~~ 

had been unjustly charged. e cOfttendad, that 
:W!.aK a true friend to ~he Company; he wished 

to ftQurjsh, as a tree, un!Jet whose freshil1g 
the population of India might find ptotec

i but seeing a sucker, which bad the e ec; 

at' impairing the growth of the tree, he could n 
. ei.e it im "per to use the gruning knife, 

a skilfuJ hand; and, by removing that 
bralch, to load the tree with fruit and foliage. 

ad spoken othing b t the tnnh, and no: 
liment wa due to him fot havi 



,duct oftbe hon. gent., in having designated hiru 
.as an enemy to the Company ; and he threw the 
assertion back in the teeth of him that made it.
(CT'i~s order). . 
'lr" Mr.,[mpe:y denied that he had made any such 
accusation. \ 

Mr. Hume continued by saying, that the mea
sure which he supported would not only increase 
the commerce of India, but add to the power an<J 
influence of the Company,-He was, therefore, 
-no enemy to them, as had been most unfairly in
sinuated. He had stated, in that Court, his rea
sons for having ·come forward . He had stated 
them most distinctly; and he would prove to 
demonstration the propriety of the views which 
he had promulgated. . 

Sir Hugh Ingiis'said, the han. gent. had been 
indulged to a very great extent. he wished that 
indulgence to be still continued to him; but he 
hoped he would confine himself simply to expla
nation . . 

Mr. Hwne said, that if to speak in his own de
fence, and to throw back those opinions which 

had heen improperly imputed to bim, wa can· 
sidered irregular, he had too muah coufi eDce in 
the r~t of his argument. to p fS v ~ re in that 
course. The pon. gent. had observe , lilat the 

East-India Company Qught 'to bear bo h . the 
!jJ s 
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sword and purse; and that the fortner ,\'as ne-
, cessary to their success in commerce. If he (Mr. 

Hume) had made such an asserti~n, he migHt 
truly 'indeed have "been termed " the enefny of 

the Company." Undoubtedly, defence 'and pro
tection should be granted 'to those engaged ih 
comm rcial tl'ansactions,' but the coupling ' the 

sword with the purse, by the hon. gent., was one 
of tbe severest reflections on the present political , 

Government of India. The hon. gent dwelt with 
great force on the ill success which attended lv[t'. 
Fox, ~n meddiing with the East-India Company, 
in 1783-4.- " Did he not fail in his attempt ?" 
e.·claimed, the hoo. gent.-He (Mr. Hume), 
knew that he was foiled, and very properly; and 
if.any other man stood up to effect 'tt similar ob

ject, he trusted that he also 'Would expl!rience a 
similar disappointment. But the hon. gentleman's 
rea oning was not correct, for Lord Bucking- , , 
hamshire's letter expressly said, "that no material 
change in the political situation of the Company, 
was intended/'-whereas it was known that Mr. 
Fox used all his exertions to procure the whole of 

the East-India" patronage. Such an at tempt as 
that, must pull down aoy Minister; but let noUhe 

Court be carried away by an idea, that the t ~ 
instances were at all similar. It W:l S not Intend-
ed to take any thing from the' Company which 
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-
w benefici,al. The petiti<mers only requested a 
PQrtion of the trade, which he th ught be had 
dc,mon~trated to be a losing one. He should be 
glad jf he could follow 'the han, gent, in his h,igq 
eulogium on the Court of Directors, on ,the present 

occasion; but, ~s l;1e differed so muc:h from them, 
on the propriety of breaking 'off the negotiation, 

he c~uld not proceed so far as the hon. gent. had 
done. Another gent. (Mr. Twiss) had commenced 

h's speech by adverting to t4e outcry which {ia<J 
be<r,n made about the Company's mQIlopoly; 
and then proceeded to argue against the pr sent~ 

as Dot being a , proper ti me to make an alt rar 
tion; but he ought to have known, that if ever 
a change was to take place, the present was th 
most favourable period for it; when India was in 
{l state of perfect tranqui llity, unmoles ed by Cl,ll 

~nemy, either within or witho,ut. 
On the subject of smuggling, the hon. ge t. 

said, using the language of an hon. Proprietor 
(Mr. R. Grant) that it could not be prevented; 
for even the acts of Buonap:nte were, insufficient 

to check the exertions of commercial ent rprize-. 
This argument was decidedly in favour of that 
for' whi~h he contended; for the comm~ce 
wbich Amer' ea carried on with India, was of 
such a descrip ioo. as Jhe arid could nat 
d . 'ithout ; alld hicQ, if the Americans b d 

2 s }, 
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b'm, l;>u he was at a loss to know on what poi 
1!e and the hon, and Jearoed g ·nt. had differ 
~ne hon, gent. indeed called on them to col)sider 

tp~t they were a great Company, and to beware:. 
of what they were about to ha~ard; bU4 lik.e the 
bon. gent. ' who preceded him, as he t1ea oned 

from false premises, his arguments went far no· 

thing, He also called to their re!=ollection the 
fate o( a former Minister, who had faUen in an 
a.ttemp to subvert the Company, "And) ' 

s~id the hon. gent, " where the lion failed, shall 
we 'permit the more ignoble race ?' bear aw.a:f 
*.be spoiJ ?", Undoubtedly not; but tho appre.
llensions that seemed to fill the minds ofholl. g 
11emen were utterly groundh:ss. Ministel1SJ'tad 
..gi~eD them no ason to suppose, that their po i ... 
tiG:flL influence would be -at all impair~d . ae 
~o. gent soeemed to insinuate.,the cltarge 0'£ in-

ansi tellcr against Uord M elville, as bela giDg 
.to a Cab';ne-t, whose opinions apppared to be .at 

I 

:ariande with those which he had formerly pro. 
fess_ed.--They I;hOll·l<1 not' forget that his": .Lo 
sQip had merely s tated opinions, which rl oiichm

.stances mi ght alter; and, jf the representaticH1S 

.which the Earl of B ckinghamsltite ad allude 

t0j" • ccasioned a change in his e ntiments, it s 

igbiyo'to .bis honor that be ckoowledged his 

)I1<:ti011 the rror Of .his prerious opinionl1 But 
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-ll~ h~. gent. se~!l1ed to ,t inJc th~ . noble Lord 
. ~ghHo jthc\r Vf his ~uEPort frQm the ali min is .. 
tratian~ like LOl'd 'V f,Uesley or M~. Canning, whp 
rc;tireq froU\ ~ cabinet, the p~inciples of whi~h 
lqey dW Qot approye'. lie ~aw the circ~mstanc~ 
in a very. different Jig~t; and, he thought,) t . was 
much to th~ credit of Lord Melvill~, who qam"e 
l1l~nfully forward and avowed his change of opi
pio. The Earl 9£ Buckioghamshix:e '5 letter, of 
the 94th .of p ecember, stated, "that DVCrn,-. . 
m~1)t were induced to Te~ise tbe arrangement 
wnich had been in contemplation ip conseqqen,cl! 

of t\1e import,aI}ce. p( the representations made to 

the n ;" and ne (Mr. Hume) hoped the East-In
d~a Compa;ny wquld h~ve the cando l,l~. like Lord , 
M 11ville, to hear every argument o~ ,the subject, 
to Y"Yeigh them maturely; and~ if they saw re(,l
son for an alteration il1 their opil1ion~ tp staoH 
forwdrd and a 'QW it.-. n conclusion, :Mr. Hum.e 
apologiAed. for having de~ained th~ Court so long, 
and, 'pT?PO d, if it sl~ouJd meet the wish of the 
Cpurt, that the hOIl. gen;. (Mr. W· eyland) should 
wi'tbdr;;tw tl.le original resolution, and he would 

. ~lso withdraw his ~meridment, tifl he could as
certain what · those alterations were, whiGh the 
Hon. ge~t. had, on a former day, dedared it t(l ,. 
be his intentibn to ~ake, in th,e prqpos,iS oJls 
which were to be ub':l1itted to them. . 
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~ Sir lil/glt Inglis stated, ~hat the COllrt was in 
p6ssessldtl 'Of the original Re.solution, moved by 
his l1on.t friend (Mr. ' eyland); that it was hke
wi t} in posseSsion 'of the I mendment proposed by. 
tBe hO.n. l-~ro'Prietor, w& IHls J.u t sat down; and 
he u mitted 'to 11 s hon. frjend, that he ought no 
to withdt3:w hIs K olutiO , ~nd that the sense of 
the Cdnrt ought to be takeN . bo h on that and on 
th amentiment. At that late hour of the. evening, 
ex'bi ast 0, as they must be, by the length of di -
c! ~ ion {lvh 'eh had taken place, if he were to fbI .. 
low'the han. Propri "tor (l fr. Hum) through his 
~peech, (for in fact' it was a speech, ahd not an ~x

pZ/malion,) he should be gu ilty of the same err r 
irito which that gentleman had fall en, and shou d, 
perhaps; completely tire out their patience.-Ie 

hoped, however.; he should be induTged in off~(
jog a few observations on the question now beton! 
the" Coqrt-he sho'uld indeed state but few, for ' 
ifhe had the ab il ity, the subject had b.cn so well 
debated, and every argument advanced against 

thf privilege of th > Company, been so ably ao-
. sV¢e red, that li ttle was left: for him to say. .' 

./ Before the qu stion was put, however, he must 
call their ~ttention to the opiniuns of t3te men '

1 

which he had seen, in the course of this debate, in 
the hanrds of many gentlemen. (Vide App ) 

~ 

Those great statesmen, Mr. Pit .. nJ Mr. Dan. 



d~ bad left thd! recorded opinions, not al<ln.e 
. their sp et.:Jjes and writings, but in the mea· 

sqres they adop~ed for the renewal of the Charter, '. 
in 1793. That not less eminent man, Mr. Fox, 

• whose loss ·the nation had to deplore, with his 
great rival statesman, Mr . . Pitt, in his famous 
Bill of ]783, never proposed t(;>uching the exclu
sive trade of the Company; far less ' did he con
template the opening of the Outport~ to t,he, spe
culations of. individuals. Another great ~.tatesman 
(Marquis Wellesley),' who, happily for the nation, . 
was still living, though favourable to an opening 
of the trade, to a certain and limited extent, 
from his local knowledge of India, and the dan~ 
ger, attending too great an intercourse bet\'Y n 
European adven~urers) and the natives of India, 
never entertained so wild an idea as to allow ships 
of individuals, from England, to range over the 
vast Inclian oce~n, or to return to the Outports of 
this kingdom; llis enlarged mind was satisfied 
with making London the- emp01'ium of Indian 
commerce . . (Hear! hear /) What had they 
to set <l:g<\inst these great authorities, and the ar_ 
~uments they have listened to in that room with 
sO much pleasure? They h.,d to set against. 
them the reasoning ·of the hon. m ver of tbe 
amendment, and perhaps the opinion-of the b'm. 
seconder, for be bad not favoured the Court wi h 



'I argUments; . high ashe rated the abiJif 
th hon. mover of ' the am~ndment, he mu sa. 
e had not mad .. oy impress'cm on his mind. 

Th~y had also inde~d t e opinions of H is Majesty'S 
Ministers, but they re found d on arg ments 
which they had no opportunity of hearing. In 
1793, the letters of the parties interes ed in open
ing the trade, were tran mitted to the Court of 
Dirc;ctors; and wQ re conferences took place 

ith His Majesty's Mi\1i ters, minutes of th~ pro
cee-dings were handed over to them, al')d ulti
mately submitted to the C Ilrt of Proprietors; 
On the present occasion they had not been ~o for
tunate-they were .ignorant of what had passed at 
the conferences between Ministers and the De
putation ' from the Outports-and they had been 
referred for ipformation to the petitions witb 
which' the table~f the House of Commons Wll$' 

loaded. (Hear! hem'!) 
. The han. mover of the amendm .nt stated, (be 
presumed as a reason for the opposition of the 
Court of Directors,) that their patronage would 
be iessened. If such unworthy motives could 
operate on the minds of gentlemen behind that 
bar, he would tell the hon. gentleman that in 
this case, the argument would not avail him, as 
the great mass of patronage would remain tJle 
same to the .Court of Directors, (hear I hear!) 

2 T 
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wbether the trade were extended to the 'Outport' 
- , 

ot confined to the Cjty of London. Bot th.:.::, 
was a description of patronage which would b. 
materially affected by the removal of the trade t 
the Outport$ ; which, though of no importance t() 
the Directors, in, 'an interested point, of view, they 

ould be -extremely sorry to lose. What would 
become of that meritoriolli c1ass of men, the Com
manderS' and Officers of their noble fleet of 6~ipst 
and their retiT d mOlitary officers, worn out in the 
setvice, many of them covered with ounds" at d 
all with hohour ?-Was it . to be upp'<>sed, that 
G vernment would econtinue to them, the very 
libeml allowance, whkh ~ ,they received from 
the Company? 'Vas it to be imagined that Go-
'emmentwol111 place them ona better footing than 

the servants of the public, at borne? Their navd 
officers, too, who' had been unfortunate in their 
E TV ice, and :Who, from age or infirmities, were 
unable to continue in it,derived a subsistenee from 
the bcnevol~nt institution of Poplar, which was 
secon only to the gr~at national establishment at 
Gr i!l\wich-It received not only them, but their 
widows; and even the widows of petty officers 
and seamen.-This hospital was supported by 
contrib tions from their hips, ' and the moment 
t eir commerce was destroyed, that sp)en~id en
G wment must fi U with if. - Hear! h(arl) 
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d v b~t would be the fate of the Officer of 
House a~d i'Varehouse , W ~omme))c t c'r 
~ervices in early life, and m;;tny 'of whom were now 
grown grey jo it? H d the ho , mov r consi cr .. 
ed what yyas to be done for these p rsons? he say: 
indeed, that the Government wiJl ma e camp _ . 

• ation to tQem,-but had he reflected on the extent 
-to which that compensation would be ~alled for 1 
di<l be know that it would demand miJlion ? if 
tqey took from them their trade, they might 

' jllsQ take their territory ........ Would Government 
spal<~ a compensation to them for their ~t9ck. 

which wa~ . estimated 'by that great st tes-
aD, the -late Lord N[elyill , at £ OO.QOQ,OOO? 

W o,,!,ld they prepare to demand of the country a 
5Uql of this magnitude? Would they make,com
pen,SatiQn to the owne~s of docks, or t the 

, ner~ of yards, who had built, and were now 
huilding ~heir ships; and who, if their trade was 
.~e~ rayed, must suffer ueeply? Loo~ing at thes , 

nd the other great interests at slak!!, he :Jrt 
.would h.av.e been happy could they have met the 

. '!;le"(s of l-lif Majesty's ,Min! ters, withpq~ yield
.ingrthqt on which. t~1e power rested, ,of cpnpu I. 

ing tll,eir aifaiI;s w~tp ~a.fety to the Com anY,a d 
,~dvantage to the public. The c~aiman~ t .e -
~elves )Vould not be' be fired by what tqey Pe.-
~,a.nded; on the cop .ry, he was convinced they 

2x 2 



he the firs and greatest! sufferers. : . 
J>Q ted in thcO eX[lectatiOll new clamours, and 
pema.psl bellter founded ihan the present, w uld: 
n~se.( They IW<:lll1cL state 'to Minister'B1 'that the " 
tfadt: t~ ndi-a had been an unpr.oductive . booni
and they would -demand the Chin31 trade as a rea' 
compense; which even the hon. mover ould not 
c4tQsent..to part witl" as he understands him to say, 
thnt thi$ branch of commerce should remain 'fith 
them l :10 the mean time, in default of other 
'articles, the 'Private traders might fill ·their ships 
'witb sugar and coffi e, to the- great injury .of the 
West India Colonies. ' , 
H~ shc:>uld make on more short observation 

befor be concluded; hCl.d there been no Con ~ 
paQY, there would llave been no territoI,"ial pas
s ssious; they were acquired @y the funds of the 
Company ; they had heen supported and secun:d 
"fly e. Ommefce IOf the, ompany. The hon', 
Irloy;~r hf;\d said a good deal about the increased 

I CQm(Il ree o( the American and private trade to 
tbe F.ast ... lndies. Did he know, that in those 
y~rs hen the American and private trade 
fiourished most. the funds destin~d for their 
comm rce were ' diverted to ¢e defence and pre
scrvatipn of their empire in the East? AAd to 
this circumstance . the extension of the ' Americaq 
trade was . in a great measure oWIng. .. 

, . . 
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is was oot tp~ be aonsideiedr as :l '(;0111 ........ -'"" "" ... ' 

. . Fia}, but . as a great political question; a~d th 
JateuLord Melv.ill~, wj)ose a.nthoIlty he had so 
often referred to)' expr~s Iy sia~~d, that the poli .. . 

, tical .and ~omtnercial interests of th Oompany 
were so blended with those of tbe State, a to 
render it impos!;ible to divide them, without 
danger to the mpire. The hon. G ntl man had 
cOlnplained, that the extra.ships of the Company. 
. re diverted ftom commercial to olitical pur: 

poses. This very circumsta~ce was a stro~g 
ar-gumcnt · for the continuanc~ of the present 
system; for it shewed that the State and til 
Company were formed to uphold each other; and 
though s(])metimes it might pr~ss hard on com· 
merce, yet th inconvenience was greatly over
balanced by the benefit derived by the Country at 
large. He should conclude by hoping His Majes
ty's Minrst~rs would look upon thi S 1\ tjucstion 
on wbich the safety of India depended. Let them, 
therefore, hewar , lest by .?pening the trade 'i 
the lOamIer proposed, they did not hake the 
foundation of thi estabJi m nt, and bring to
th.e ground, never to rise again .. the fabric of 
their national greatness. ' (Reitc7'ated a-pplau c.) 
) The Amendment was then put from the Cha'r, 
and 13 gatived; ~fr. Jlum • alone, holding up 
His hand in fqvour of it:. T 0 ·ginal sol 



was. t len put, and, wilh t e exceptioll of t 

same gentleman, canOed unanimous1y, 
'Mr, ~Ye'y[an • in rising to propose the con4 

JtesoJurion, which coxnpris d,' a ,alier spac ~ 
the various topics contained io the series of ReSQ7 
1utions 'which were submitted to tue Court on 
the" 1St ' of January, observed, that, after the 
tmanimi Y. wh'ch appeared · in agree~ng: to the 
R solution t at hfd just -been carried, there 
was no netes$i y for him to say much in prqposing 
t e ncX't-i'n all p'robabjlity~ any remarks wh~cll 
n1ight be off~red in opposition to it, wQuld g~ 
merely to. the ' propriety of extending the Trade to, 

. the Q~tpor s. Now, if t e whole question w.ere., 
confirted to that point, antI 'did n~t include t e 
-apprehension of ulterior danger, the busines,s 
cou d admit of 'little argument. But, if the trade: 

, to lndia were thrown open, what would becume 
,of the Ch}na trade P,-what would becoJlle of. 
t,he Indian 'Empire ?-Although tbe h,on. gentle
man ad disclaimed anv desire' to interfere with 

• J 

that trade, His Majesty's ~inisters, of whom he 
waf the advocate, couW ~ave no other ~ntentions ; 
£01: it was perf~ctly clear, if the extension pow 
propos d did not answer the vie~s or the Ql.er~ 
<:hatlts t l1e Outports, the ~ornpany wouJd 15~. ' 
cal! tlpon·to gave up e~ery thing they pos essec,l, 
He would not detain the C<;>urt longer i the Rri,\":. 
. ' . . . 



tiple h1(d been so fully discussed on the ii1::st Rc-

, , , sOlution, as, in all probability" to prevent the no
ces . ty of any further debate. He then proposed 
tbe second Re olation ~ (vide ApPc1Ulix)-which 
having been read- • 

llfr. Randle Jack on expressed nn 'objection to 
that passag in Nhi h the Company wer reprc"I 
sented a baving ex p rted goods to India, at a 
10 !>, for the purp , s ~ ben fiting the manufac
tures of th ;! mot 1p. r country. This, he ob ervcd, 
went to prove that the Co lpany had lost b, th 
India trade, which was contrary to th~ whole 
course of argument advanced by the g nth,l1an 
who opposed the Amendment~ The fact was, 
that though the East-India trade ~as not a very 
profitable concern, it was not a losing one; but, 
m0ra than ai, it was the great pillar of th~ Com
pany's establishment. They ought not, therefore, 
to countenatl e an expression which their ene
mies wo~ld gladly seize hold of, and from whioh 
they might draw the most erroneous conc/ubion . • 

'. Sir Hugh Inglis thought he Resoluti~n was 
.ufficiently guarded. The case was simply thi , 
they: carried on a trade in Woolleus fvr t f! d
vantage of our manufacturers. they Jb t by tbe 

ooUens,hut they gained bY ,the general returns: 
~ that, 011 . the who , t ey were not losers.

. The same obser ation ap lied to Tin .. 





hrtlO they were called" upon to proceed ith 
, ,the seoohd, which did not pred ~Iy meet' his 

ideac; as..sfiWpartakiAg of the d feel' of its brigi
nat concoction. that of "going too much j~to de. 
faiJ. Nevertheless. as it 5 emed to contain:the ' 
case of the Gompany" and ' as it might ·appeaf', 
that .a difference of opinion existed amongst 
tbem, if they went into ~ argument upon it, he
hQped it woulrl be carried with the sa.me unani-
mity as that which had preceded it. ' 
.. At the conclusion of th last debate. an. obser
v~tiori fell from an hon. Proptietl)r, one of tl e ' 
City Members (Aldetman Atkins), which, if 'not 
answered, might' create some misapprehension. 
The hon. Propriefor asked, U ' W'hether. the' Court 
of Directors could not again horn a com~unlca .. 
tion with His Majesty's Ministers, and state to 
them, that the Company was willing to open the 
trade on a I1bera1 foo irtg ?"' Now, from this, tbe 
pub1ic m"ight i'mag-ine that there was an objeo~ion 
to open the private trade on a Hberal fbot1Dg' ~ 

but the fact was' directly the reverse; the Com~ 
pany had gone much farther than had ever HHore 
been dehlanded of thelIl j they had conceded tl1e 
extension to. the privare 'trader. wirhout ~ny' res' 
friction a~ to. ShfpS ot cargoe. The public! s&o~l 
perfectly understand what was the question in ais~ 

ute i ' lbe .. vould repeat, ,;vhat he had 'said ave 
2 y 
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and over again, that the p~ivate tr~d-e had nothin~ 
to'dd with it. Had th~ hon. 'gentleman ' 0 

opened the debate, prdvedbeyond the possibility f " 
doubt, the propriety of extending he trade.:t si'iTf 
'b~ was doing nothing mo~e dian" " beali~ ' tlfe 
wind~" for he looked upd that point to ' ha e 
h'een given up,<t-but-it was 'the du y lof the han. 
-getHleman to have shewn, that the admission of 
the Outports to a participation in the import trade, 

-ould nol occa' on such au increase of smug
ging" as ' Would altin1ately destroy ' the CHula 
'ffilcf~ I He ought ter .have shewn; that ifFfhe 
Company r fu"se<Ho grant the demand, the 'IndIa 
government c0\14d e removed Ollt of' tHeir liands, 

tb'oiIti any ll~nger, ! either to the establLhmehts 
;tbroad, .or to tHe cO'nstitution at home. He be
Jievee t-lla' the present was not very 'Wide' of the; 
propos1tion submitted to Parliament in 1783, 

· tt~ Oh d'id .n0t think that they could do better 
an1recufto the example which was set them at 

1hat . period"; -when all those " persons, ' any way 
rmecteti -with -the Company in London, saw 

' H~t the proposition 'was bostiJe to' tl1 eir inter sts, 
,hey appealed to Parliament, and myriads of-ln
Gtviduats signetl the pelitiori~; but they ought rio~ 

confinekhemselves to~ those only \-vho were 1 

. ndon. they ol.\ght 0 call for assistance on a\e 
i · er.s of Cornw .. J1; and tne C1othle~'fdf J<: 

, I ,tl" J ' 
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p th., Eq-g1and, both of whom were g eatly 
. . P5!cef1 e,d by the Compa-I,lY" and bJi \Yhose,d -

Ll~ctiol) they w~uJd be ll1ate.riaJ4' I affej:;,~ 
t, ough these manufactur~rs might procurc"qrde.rs 
tor the East, after the Company bad c .ased to 
exist, they would never receive them!lo regularly 
;lS they pad been accustqmed to do. He c9nsi~tm:d 
tQ.e e persons as tJ'teir natural allies, whQ 0 ght,c: 
come forwClrd in their defence. In recurripg Q tQc.: 
y'~ar JO which he had before alluded, they ought to 
remcfIlber, that their cause was not gained. Qy . 
the; l'epresentation of their friend!i opr tbf elo
quenGe of their advocates. What~,ver e[c<; they 
might have had on the public mind, still it. ;vas 

not by them they were ultimafely saved. \ ,W~he 

reason and argument were no longer listenQ to i 
when th,e Compaoy were overborne by cl~tnou~, 
~ light shone out on their affairs from ,a\l ' JGfunt 
~OWER. The Company ~cou\d not forgl'.: , ... that 't 
wa~ the HIGHEST PERSONAGE in the CO!lotc!y, th 
object at present of their dee,pest regrej, !Jas he 
had a,lways been of their 4t~ost veperation, who , , 

supported them. He SClW ,that the· bloYl .s 
.aime)d at HIS a,uthority"and from this ~.omtit • 
,.. j 

~ ~o.;t .. l vi_ewof the subject, for hc ,, (Mr. imp6!J) 
,alwCl)'s consj,dered it in a constitutional view, - tne 

1I st-lndia C9mpaoy derived lts salvatioo_ M'gllt 
it not likewise appear to the GREAT PE RSONAGB 

2 tT 2 



Dowraotmg io the tfame a d ,()1l h~ benalf Of II'" > 

Maj ty, that precisely the , same meastlJ1 lwas ,' 
liable to tlte I saRrH" (Jegree ofl consti'tu ion 1 JJe -
f6usy ? ;~11~ht he not appr~hend th,at tQe 'Pow:e1 
'?f ~hi~9 .he, w~s the gu rdian and the deposlt~9> 
would be impaired by the projected altera..i0~ of 
th Company's system] For his p,art he could 
Dot conceive that thQse powem which were con., 

f 

~ '6idered dangerous [11 the hands of· Mr. Fox, . 
,eouid become harmless in those of Lord Li ver-, 
pool or of any other Minister.-( Hear f heaJ' r) 
His Ro-ya1 Highness h~d always shewn th~ utmo~t 
anxiefy' for the rights of' his subjects, and there-

,J . t (' I .. ~ , #' 

fore th~y mIght rea?onably hope tha~ he e wouJ1 
1.lever suffer any Mmister of the Crown to br. 
par-amount, to the Sovereign. 

111e second resolution ' wa:o then put, 1?eing 
mfoTIows:-

11 Rt'sotved,.:!..Thut 00 form,er discll$sions relative to the , 
reD walof the Compan'y's charter, and particularly i!1 ' 
17!13.\ His M~jesty's Government \\'ery prepared, at the 
outs r, to state the precise extent of concession whi~h 
~6uld saf~ly be allowed to "the petitioners against ti;c 
Company"s charter; and their mature 'conviction ap
peared' t~,' to be, that the regulated monopoly otthe 
Compa y ,vas essential to the interests of the country, 

I " rl, ;lna that tHis consideration alone was a sufficient answer 
to 11 pr~t'~nc'es for ilitE[fcrcqce with that tho·nopo)y. " 

'att6e territorial 'p~sses~iJns 'of the Co~p oy in In-
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di !are, theit certain right, ~nd that ~~ ~y$~ provi.d 
fo~ the ,lqdian G Y,.Jll'n ment 9Y the ,'fisdom of ;Pad;&.: 
mellt, toget. er ,yith tbe di$i~tereste~ spirit jn.wb' 't 

has been administ.eresl bY,the Company v ext~nc\e<l 
and c'"'onsolidated the British Empire.in the Eall~t and 
added to the strength and glory of the B~itish Empir 
at Home. 

~, . 
T hat the tra-de of the Company has Icing ee:l~ed ( 0 

bear the '..:haracter of a strict monopoly; and that, oy 
some further modificat1ons, if thougbt indi penljabJ~ i 
addition to the ~rrangements of J 79$ 31ld of. 1892" it 
may be rendered as ml)ch lin open trade, as wi)L ~ 
consistent with the se.curlt;Y of revenue and th~ ~ro~?e . 

rity amf fety of the Indian Empire. r r 

That it is the opinion of the ablest Indian statesmen, 
as }\>"ell as of tl!e generality of persons acquainted with 
India, that no large or sudden ad~ition can I be made' ~ , 
the amount of British exports to that coi1ntry or China" 

that this opinion is confirmed by the practice of the 
Americans, . who export chiefly bullion, and by tQ& 
o)Terload <? u statp. of the Indian JDar).;.e~s; thp,t the Rfl-bits 
and re1 igion of the natives arc hostile to any ~uch ex,. 
ten~jon : and that the Company actu~lIy spff..r ttloss ~" 
this department of their concern~, with t~e vi~w ~f wn
ploying the capital, and enqmrag.jI)g the iJldufitry of 
their ' countrymen at home. 

That so far all relat~s to the prdinary prod \lCe of Ill", 

dlaJ the import trade js now carried to the full exten 

of the demand~ as appe<\fS by the value of three Il\jJliQn 

<lnd a ha f sterling of private property a~ this momen. 

,crm:ining in th~ ~.m.rany'~ W~r~bouses , ; 1'n4 tl! t tlJ 



• _ I I J" " ./.1) .. 

f~I' I he QHtpOTt$ t~ tQat trade, J uld be no other tllfiffl 
a ruioou a sft!~ of ,it int9.new ICha,pDels, t'o Hie d _ 
struction of iritmense and costl~'lJestablishments, an'a dft; 
~ggary",p . any thqusands f<ind ustdous ~ndi-vjdlfa • 
• T i "0, e,.xtension of th~ trade in other produc l €lm 
S1f1'e8$~d.~efftfit of oF\eni_ng the Outp~rts, couJd J be~1'eM~ 
isea ~ll~ by a ~rg~ tra sfer of capibaJ to lndia, and its· 
~o seq ,rot iColonization,; , -that, if' rTcalizcd, it might 
11 \' By i~~~,rfere with he manufactures of England, ·01" 

~ith he Gorpmerce to countries where 'simi1at produo . 

~ a1 .ady lJ:l1se~ by British capital, Tm porwd in Brl 
ti ·h\pping., !lI\~ p,aid for by British m,mufaotnrel's. 

1.ft. I • • 

) ~ba l.lls, sl;lc~ .exten, ion would deeply injure bse 
·ve 'y g~r~ n& ,~h,-9 Olre most impatiently petit' ning' fo~ 
i. . 

, I .f> 

dT~t~{ly }In 'cstrainccl intercourse of J::ur.bpeans wi1:1 .. 
~~r )q~ian ,Empire is highly to be deprecated; tha:t · , 
fl)'e(uolimited cpmpetition of commercial' agents would, 

jj . , 

fr9~ tb,~ pec~j1ar circumstances of the country, ' pro..' 
H.Ger " a bOl .. ndle s scene 6f confusion and fraud, and 
I ' 

" ulf mately th~ ruin of the manufacturers themselves;" 
~nd that tempting opportunities would be held out to 

~he, ,~~en~ to mil-int",in illicit inlercou'rse' with the Na
, tive ~~nve s~ al'ld to conduct a dangerous system of 

eo ~u~icatioJl with China from the Eastel'n Islands. -'-) . , 'r 
Jihat this -Court do most highly apprGve the conduct 

oE thePir~ctorl> upon the vital question of admitting 
the 0 ports to tbe impmt trade from India.; and tha 

, .I 

th9 •. ~pnflfsion and ha~ard from 'ttregular sales at the 
Out,por~ " the ~(i)SS pf tJ16 revenue from muggliog, <nnci 
the Q~nsequent ruin of the COPlpanyrs China. tilll-de, ar~ 

I .. 
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decisive obstacles to the policy of such a measure j-

~ v-re therefore fitmly f opimon, tlla tHe u t 

Dj ',ectal's should " on no !consideration \vlia,teve, eUe 

~l i P9!n in'Jlibe diseu~ion . . !l '>1 S 

, ~t it> also appears, fl~om~-'tlumerou'S 'peti ion f!re:o 

Slt0ted to the last PatJiamerit, that (fa the faith 6f ap

proved and Iiong estalllished riractice, a tmmense~ :ipl

tal ,hilS be~[1 inve sted i!l,estabJisbments; p'ecuJiarJy ad pt~ 
cd to the export trade between India and C)iinlLi; a d 
that many heavy engagements have 'been e t l'ed into 

by persons in the , city of London, end .on bofIt banl 

of-the Thames, from l ontlon-lll:jdge to'Oravese d. tHe 

ve ry suiJsistence of many of \'v hom depends o~il l~ 
\. 

continuance to the port of London .of the export trade 
to India and China; and that nearly 10,000 .indusfriou 

artificers, together '\' ith thei r famil ies, would be itl 
dnnger of beggary , in proportion as they ,,,ould be 

th rown ont of .empJeymcnt, by the tc mot'al of the 
~ort trade from its accustomed channel. This Court 
therefore ooncei,'cs, that it is of vital importance to the 

city a nd port of Lontlon, that the export trade to India 

and China should colltinue to be carried ~ll as hereto: 
fore. I; 

That si nce the high dutiell on articJeslmported 'wolll!1 
still remain, the abatemcm t in the pr ice of freigllt , e'k. ' 
pee ted by the petitioners to ensue from tbe subvel1slou 
of the present syste m, would be productive of tI'l 109 
relief .to the consumcr ; and that this rcllef ,vbuld be. 

p.Urcha ed at the ex treme h~zard of the rc \'cnue denll
to~s and £x<llse,_ no.w collected easily by the Con'l~ 
pany, a~ "illJl .as i mm ine nt danger Lo all the sourc , tt f 
tb~ir ealth.;n 1udja., rf 



tovnda ion, ill tact, fot' the· ~ 
lI!Ibl'ibt~ 10 tire ompari~ dAarter the ~ 

· .:mastes enjoyed by neut~ f?reig;ters OTer DJ'itiS.h ' , 
","· 'ilae,!'Chanl's. in the admission , of the former to • trade . , 

the latter are excluded; for. th~t tpe profit,' , 
"bleb that trade has' been carried on' by .those fQ" 

ft'l.I@~" has been entire)Y'owing tQ tb~ f.,ciliti~s neccs'-
.'.1<. __ bel~'ngi-ng to their .neu.tral charact~r, and bicb. 

,.''''''"1'''''' . cannot belong to th~ ~ercharits of a. belfige

_Dt sta~e, , 
, That tbe discharge of ,toe political functions of ~he 
Company d~p nus ODI the continuance of its (;omm~r. 
eial pri!ilege ; that t~e 'propositions of His Majesty's 

I'tJDen , 'by giving a fatal blo.w to ~he pommerciJtI 
,"'J.:hIt"' .... ..;:..,·oftne Company, wiU, if in. i ted O~l) ' event. 

ternlinate .i~ its political dissolution ; ;:l,nd thdt po- ' , 
I."''' .. · ...... adval)tages, of the highest irnportance, will thus l, , 

lost to the .country;' i!Uong whidl. the foUowiug de
to he distinctly noticed, as much too valuable to 

lIacrih~ed for a tl'iflil}g redl,lctiolt in the /freight of 
gopd to Eu'rope .. 

~a.ri of 100 linge ships" containing a ton I) age 
103,333 tons, .employing 14QO o$cers an,d 10,000' ." 

~nl' of:acrknowleilged skill dnd bravery, anu whicb 
_ ~n fq nd ready and able,' at all times, to minister' 

. 'to the- national convenience !Clnd to augment the national 
~y. / ' . ' . 

~~ An exteosiya ,establishment of yards, ,,,bich .hal 
r <kred large and seasonable assistallce to the 

....... _".... • a y, .and might. in ,(''8.8CS of neCessity, b ma~ 
1d"lilMble~ i6' the llation/ll ,deren~e, ' '" r • I 

Tbe remittante of the fortune$ accum-ulatcAf by 





their Charter: , Oh the contrary, their- eGlIlmerot 
management has been frequt.ntly derangetl and inter ... 

rupted by costly enterprises, to which tb J' re com
pelled on ground of imperial policy', and which nO' 
ftlltlporary possession could have induced tbem to e e

tute: that their remonstrances against tbes under
takings were silenced l>y Teferelwe to future alld dis 

tant recompense, in the impro,ed prospect Of perma
nent peace, revenue, and commerce,_ arid that, byar
guments which implied !ittlt! less than a pledge vthat 
their privileges sbould ,be continued, at least ntH their 

inuemnity should be complete :-und that it is mani
festly unjust to all<,ge against them, as a proof of eom
,mercial i management, pecuniary -difficulties arising 
' out of this forcible diversion of their commercial fundI' 

to national purposes. 
That, with a view to their financial difficulties, thui . 

incurred on the Public account, the Directers, in the 

year 18'03, apprehending the consequef)ces of th.e tranS:
fer of the Indial territorial debt to Eng]and, prop Red 

methods to meet and provide for those consequenceft ; 
uut that His Majesty's Ministers refused to forward 
uJOse propositions to India, anu ha.ve not su~stituted ' 
an,y 6thcr rocecd ing for the same end. • • 

That th Court app~al confidently to the following 

particulars, from the close of the Fourth Report of the 
Comm'ttee of the Hoose' of Commons appointed hi the 
late Parliament, for a proof, not only ~bat the Com

'pany have carried on their' affajrs withdut any expence 

-t? die Ji'f'nccs of thi • . countrYJ but that the' opcratlOfts, 



Jd' tbeil' 5yltetI) qave been In manifold W4YS be~eficial to 
it ipterests. 

Jilt. That liince 179.1, Brjtish indlhtry bas b~en eOr 
~urage(! by tihe 'employmept of £46,000,000. 

~d. That the ptQIJuce an<,i m'anufacturcs of India, 
. PprchllSCd with tb~ sum, together with those of China. 
tlont il) EnglJ1Qd, l'calized in sale. amount. (leady 
./' :40,0Q9,0P,Q 

,sd. That tbe purchase of the produce and manufac, 

tures of England aq\ounted to ,:f29,2PO,QOQ. 

tth. Tpat the empl y ~l llt ' of British s~ippin~ a,.; 
Pl~u~ted to f~5,OQO,OOO. . 

-?th. '.That the dl1tjc~ OQ i~port." collected through 
.the Company a,t a tri6ing expellee to Government, a- . 
mO\loted to #3~,300,OOO j and oq ~xpor~s to £660,OOOr 

-toge .ber, ~39,960,OOO. 

[;,6tb. That the; co~l?ination of t1~cs~, an ~the s ms, 
~toducilJg £p35,960~OOO, shews t at~ ~,all average 
of t~e last eventeen. years, £(O,90q,OOO has, h, co dif-
u "varjous chan\lcls throu".h the whole circulation 

I .0 \ \ ..... - , 

of the Briti' h Empire, &c. 

rl~at~ for proof uf the ~oral :'Uld pqIitical ~en,efits ' 
~r' d to the population pi I~dia Trom the ~over -

ment of the COl"(lpanYl this ourt app~aIs to the Fifth. 
~e )Ol't' pf the Com itt~e of the Bouse ol Commons, 
~ ic:h exhibitlf t~e gratifyi~g qicture of a peogle ~aise~ 
\{O the w: stdi~rder and degradation, to (utate of i~

" try. 9~~r ' ~y, ~nd f,reedo,Ul ; and that this Cqurt con6-
ycntly hopes the hnprovem~"nt in the condition of fifty 

I • 
. . 9JlII f natives, wiU no~ tlc interrupted, b'y the perni-

. f ious experiments to which the sanction of ParlillD1~qt 
ts no,~ so Joudly solicited . . 

• _ x $I 



~ tl\e in ·01 the COlnp~y 'are no. bec<>~ 
16 intt!rworen witl\ he politi~al and cOOlm~r':i~ .syst ~ 
of Britaib, that, by tb~h' .uddew de Sblutibtl, ~li ('reqi~ 
and grandeur of this cOllntrr would re~eive iI: shock .. 

wb1eh fm4rt· be perilooJ, a,nd 'f(ight ~ fa:tA\ ~ ~nd l'Ja~ 
tbB rn~a&Uresproposed by Government arc tb ref6r~ 
anxiously to be dep eca.te,d~ inasin~eb as· th51 mus 

. , ... ", 4' • 

have the effed of bringing the Compa~y to peedt 
8tlstruction. , . 

That, with sucb a case in favor of the Cc;>mpany J 
• "r 

the Court is assured they m~y a~proa(,!h Parlia~"ent. 
with confidence, and without" the smallest; alarm froD\ 
the 'misrepresentations with which they have be~~ 
assailed; and they are persuaded that the wisdon) o~ 
that enlightened bo~y will never ~ountena,ce the 
sacrifice of clear and positi\'e interests of one class of 

" , I 
men, to the contingent and uncertain adyal1t~ge 0 

another; 'nor demolish a lJIigllty pract'ical system~ 
which has been rai!:ed by such immense e~ertion's~ 'in 
order to place Its materIals at th"e disposal of in,~e~estt:1l 

• I, . " 1 

speculation. . . 

That this Court approyes, most highly, the firm 
exertions, by which the Directors have now enabled 
the Company, if necessary, to bring thel~ case i'n its 
integrity before the tribunal of ParliameQt: "'1;'hei 
tender their warmest thanks to the Chainhan, I the 

Deputy Chairman, and the Court of Dir~~tors1 fol' 
their zeal and ability in support of this~ impQrtaDt 
cause; and they trust that, if any opening should 
present itself fQX' a renewal of the discussIOn between . 

lbe Company and Hili. Milj~sty's Government, upon . " ) ,' ., . 



the prino1ples detailed. in this -resolution, i~ will be 
04qcwd ~y; them wjtQ tbe energy and QloOerati~ 

'\vbich they; have hithe~to upJayed • • 


