
tWt 0 alteratioDS or amenlim ts cOuld b • 
aade in he present instuntiant would be 0 con. 
tend that error and imperfectiQn 0 gh ' , beio . 
the objei::ts of OUt v~neration. · ~ . 

Another point of ,the' ho~ourab}C; Ptopri . tor. 
tpeecb he must also'object to; na'mely;b" obser
vations with respect to tJK, Indian seas. He pr 
fessed Ire could not' conceive -upon what prinelple 

. an honourable gentleman in ' this €our! coulll 00. 
ject to the '1stem upon which the p:ommiiuiutio 

kept 'up between this Country ~na ~men1:a ' 
previoua to the secesSion ' of diat couniry' fro 
t~ British Crow:n. He had not now with him 
the authority upon -which he replied to the state-• 

ment of ~be honourable Proprietor -; but he WOo 
find that the commel1ie and navigation catriea'o 
~tween .the AmeriCan: colonies "and tflis -OOUt1tT1 
before that ~riod, weTe carried on by sbip b w' 
longing "to America, and manned by Ammc 
seameD, d nqt at ~l by EngHsb sbipS1barme 
~'th Eogliib seamen. . However, he 'thougnt fti ' 
DC~~ry to notice the honourable gentleman s' 
obseryation, for the , purpOse of shewj~g tli , 
whilst Great' Btit;im at this ' moment ' as uS~r ' 

r:q e ·ertjon to rna her nav..y, and1:o suprly t 
• with tile nC(;eS83ry ~omplemcnt me '. 

AQPOWBQIe gent1e.,n 'made U iOf an' 
~h w .. ib4;om~ '~le with the · c 



dvantage of tbat country, he was so solioito.l , , 

.,oould ,derive benefit from her intercouMe with 
. h~r East-Indian C')]onie; ... : It certainly did appear 

, .strange to him that the honourable gentleman 
ihoulpiproposc that tbe Indian fleets should be 
n~vigate$i . by .Britisp s~a~en .at a tirpe when 
~he supply of 'sailbrs was by no means .commen
Jiurate with our . wants. For his own part, ·he 
~o necessity o~ 'employiog British · lieamen in 
arryi(lg home the East·Indian c~rhmerce during 

~ time of 'OI.!'ar and a .scarcity of seamen, when the 
~bjects , and the ' inhabitants . of India ' cont<! 

.a]Jyserve the pnrp9ses of the Company; he was 
tQ~conside that'fhe great advantage which the In
~:ra Gompany waS to derive through the mediun). ' 
o! its Charter, sprung from its ~ommeTce; ,and he 
ea!]r did not see what difference it could make 

.tQJhem wp~ther their ships were naviga.ted by 
nativ..e I.ndians o.ri ~ritish seamen, p ovide(l they 
¢o~ld get their cargoes home. He should be . 

I 

iqrJ]Jo think. that-this country could be excluded 
, \ 

{rorp Jlhe use'·M,-be'F own .. subjects, and be .com-
_ pellc9., ~as . 8he certainly-would be irl that case, to 

mployl ~llbjects ()f a hostile power: But the fact 
~ny was, .that a vety small piJttion inileed of 

. Brl .ish .:;eamen were emplQyed 'in navigating:the " 
tndi fleets. The, greater pal't ofr th~ir cr~w' 
~i 1 de 1.1p' . .o native Illdian . and' fote1gn $ea:.' 

Ie. 



< 

men; whieb, how~ver, never could He th~ case', 
were we not obliged; from necessity, to ernploj 
~!1r own subjects in more important oc )Jpations. 
Before he sat down, he would propose to , the: 
COurt an amendment, which he hoped some 
honourable gentlem'an would do him the avouf 
t9 s~ond, which was,-':"fu J~ave out 'th'ose words 
to which he 'had, in the beginning of his speech, 
called the attention of the Court; and if the Court 
~s nat able" to ' e~pJain the amount ,of' the six 
millions. odd hundred thousand pounds, 'stated 
'in ~he P~tition to be 'the probt of the Compa~y's 
trade, lie shoulo likewise move;' .that that sum '... . 
~ould he left out, and a mete general ~tatemen 
'(If profit substitu'ted in its -stead. FOI the' present 

be "W'aS unwi1linp to t roll bl~ the Court any longe' i' 

and he would ooly request the-question 0 be put 
from the Chair upon hiS'ame~ments . . l. " 

The 'Chairman begg~d to be informed ' by the 
mD!mrable 'Proprietor, whetber he (tbe Cb.airm~\n) 

-ptQperly cJ>11ected his 'amendments, ,!hidf 'he 
tJo..w proposed to stand as .fonows :-In_ page IT 

'Of the Petition., instead ot the am-ount of profits 

being stated, ~'t £6J2S?,~b5,, }t 6ho~1d b~ ~e-.. , 
~ nrHy state,d" ", P;r'fit." ! Se:e~aJy ~ 10 P!!~~ 00 
"pf,tne Pet~on) the follo'Ymg wor 5 should be 
l 'ft Y . .. f. llU- b .i. JL e out 1-" . OU1" pehtlOnel'5 :SU mlt, ~ 'L 'tuey 

Vo, I • ~ ' J) \) ~ ( ~''''!~ 
.would not be justitteu iu ecommg part! w- anf 

, - -\ . 
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_)'Stem wh~ch, on consideration, would be likely 
o pr~ve an illusion;" and thirdly, in the 22d 

page ~1, the . Petition, lito ' leave ou~, the words, 
' ,' Yo~tr Betitione;s submit, that it cannot b~ con· 

, :~ended that any persons can have a .right, ~cept 
')Vith the con~nt of y~ur petitioners, to lise the 
settlements, factories or s"eats of trasie, &c." These, 

, he understood, were the only amendments the 
honourabJe Proprietor wished tobave made in the 
Petition. Ho.wever, he shou1d inform the 110-.. 
~ourabje gentleQ)an that, in, the first instance, in 
ppipt, ,~f form, he s~ould move his first resolution. 

Mr. Hurne said the Chairman had statea his 
~jectlons v~ry correctly; and ,he ' concluded by 
~oying that the words to which he objected ill 
tbe 20th page ~ould be left out. 

;..,j.... • • .... 

~ The Chairman said he understood that that was 
~ , 

the hononrable gentleman's second resolution, and 
, Dot his first. . ' 
_'J,.. ,. • 

\ J: Mr. Ii1tm~ s~id. he woald' 'Yish ~t tG) s~atld as 
i Jirst. .~ .' - ' . . 

f .Abel Clzapmmz, in explanation t~ the ob. 
v~t'ons of the honourable gentleman who 

spoke last, said he had to regret that the' honour,. 
~ Ie Pro rietor should have so far m~taken what 

.. he r. Chapman) had sajd, .as to suppose tha~ 
be meant.to ont'kd diat ' anx system should be 
~d 1 J 1 I . ) 1 ~ • • 

{'SO rfe~ as not to requJr~ emendatlOO., or be 
. '2,U . .1' 

,K 2 
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cn to inqu~ry on the part of those who p1ight 
.sqppose there was room for improvement. "SO 
far was he from ~ntNtaining such an opInion, that 
r}(~ admitted the Gothic superstructure of the 

.. J. • 

coqitituti~n of Et;lgland itself, perfect as it iv~s ia , 
~U its parts (and inde,ed sO' perfect diJ he tHink it 
to b~, th?t he was of opinion it merely reql}ir,eQ 
due at,tention ,to be paid to lts operations and 
movements to .make .it the most p~rfect system 
of go'verntnent it, was pbssibJe,for ~uman wisdom 

invent). was,olpen to"amendment and improve
me,nt. 'He was ,not so sanguine in his views of 
that constitution as to suppose th~t the system " 
was so perfect that nb alteration whatev~r could~ 
could be .made in it with advantage at no time 
nor season' nor did he contend that th~ system· 
of admjni~tration of the Company's affairs ~o In
dia was so perfect as' ~ot to be open to aIte,ratio ' 
and impr9yement. The Company wete now 
going to ' arliament-with, a Petition "to have' their
ClJ,arter, renewed. ' Many alt,erations might , be" 
made suitab~e, but not inconsistent with the~system'. 

of ~dlJlini stTafion ~stabli~hed ' in Iruiia. No mao, 
hp bel~ved, who kQew any' 'thin g of human ~n ~ 
stitutions, could suppose that the constituf on of 

the Company VV~ so~.compJete in all i~$ parts as 
not to admit 9f alteration and 'improveJllel1t; but 
the question W4S', t whether the alterations ,SQugh .1 
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1>y' the petitioners of Parliament against the Com
pany would not~ ins~ead of improvi'ng, j utterly 
annih~hlte the ' Bt iti Ii po\~er in India. He ad. , 
.mitt~d tha, by some regulations which the' ~js- ' 
dom of Parliament might ~ugges't with ,a ,view to 
open the trade to private ~erchants, might be 
attended with advantage. ' Regulations might be 
adopted of this nature, which might do no serious 
harm to the interests, of the Company; but he 
would go the length ' of saying, that the constitlJ
tion of the India Company could not with safety 
b'e a]t~fed. Now; with l'especf to ' th~ honourable ' 
Proprietor's observations touching the cafryiXlg": 

r trade between America and England .. 'that was 
a subj~ct , upon which 'he happened to 'be very , 
familiar, having been in ~merica, and havi'ng h~d 
an opportunity of observing that branch of com
merce at the period of which he spoke. 

Mr. Hume ,here attempted , to itltctpose ana 
explain the ground 'upon V\'hrch ,he had -objected 

, to the honourable gentleman's obse'r~ations ;' but 
. \ . " 

was oalled to order by'the, Chairman, who re4 

quested ;that the honourable ,gentleman, who was' 
in 'Possession of the Court, might be suffered to 
continue hiS' explanation. I 

Mr. Chapman then resumed his explanation.
He said that s~r far as'relat 'd to Americd, he bad 
tOf'obserNe that when the oommerce .and trade of 



this country to America w'as opened to th¢ ou~ 
ports. it. was thought that the commerce would 
1»e attended with very great advantage to Eng
JaDd: but the consequence of that measure ~a~ 
that the commerce which had been hitherto ' 
'carried on in British bottoms was carried on in 
American built .ships manned by American peo
ple; the effect ,of which was, that th,e Americans 

'became the car~ien between the two countries. 
He would take the liberty of stating, that ' he ' 
iIO"Y knew an elderly gentleman Hv,ing ill London, 
and who was a. ¥irginia merchant at the time the 
trade to Virginia was carried on in Br-itish bottom}, 

. and he V\'as positively assured f,com that gentle
m~n-il1deed be knew it from other ~ery good 
authority, that w{ien that trade wa~' opened :the 
~bole ..ad vari~age of it ,'a~rued to the Americqn 

people. ',Great Britain beh~ld in the eventof the 

latal Arne,rickn ~r the co"nsequence of t\l.at 
policy. Amerlc~, By .being thu~ suffered to be
come the carriets to England,. built a powerful 
mippiflg, whkh ' from a commercja~ ' navy was 

' afterwards convert{td into a PQlitical navy, Fee.l
t ing 8o-'5trongty as he diGi opon this subject, he 
would not hesitate to S2Y; that.the &ame GQIlS~
quences tha~ :oak. plaCe 'in Amer.ica wouid ,enSl,le 
11 ' In<lta jf he: trade ' as 9pened to the outpprt.s 

• t the Indian tl ~.fhe 5a~e sYlPptomi.l,whicft 



indicated a ,eparation between Ame!ica an~ 

England would surC!ly I follow sut:h a step witli 
respect to India. By opening the trade to the 

, outports, ships of great force would be buiJr III 
:. Ind,ja, wbidl upon an emergency could be COB

'verted into a political navy and applied to tll4 
putposes, which he fearyd would be engenoer~ 
in the minds of those who fel~ themselves . so far 
from home and out of the reach of cootroul from 

the mother country. This was by no means a 
chimerical not;on ; for., he would ask, was there 
laDy thing different in the feelings and ~entiment. 
<if human n~ture in the East from what they were 
-in (he West? Suppose a similar disposition brQke 
but in India, ~o tnat which finally ~ri mphed m 
Amer-ica, how was it possible for this countrY 

( . 
witb the utmo!t J!ffortli of her strength to repr.ess 

. insurrection and revolutionary tumu~t in a quarter 
{>f the world so d~6tant from Europ~? I)id not' 
die his'tory of man, ' in aU ages, times and eou • 

t ries, shew that he was fond}Of PQW4C .aru:i 0 d 
. U~ it, j 'f he could by any possibtHty attain the 

~j.ect <if his wi hes? He hesitat~d not to the 
: clare, that the moment (here was a free and open 

eommer.oe b~twcen Englat:ld and InQla,,,a r~· 

t~e would be so gbt to :bake off the pow« of 
the;mother ~ountrf; and be predicted ~itli coo
iided'c ·that · .h iC Qips which were built {or 





this owt; ny t ing hostile to an agreemen~ 
wJt th,6 M n!st<l: rs of gO\{ernmeDt-any ' thing 
which eoulp throw Il impedim n in the way -of 
a liberal view !/I f this question, 'or thwart an io ... 
vestigation ' in.to .the. Companyls claim~ I should 
,benoe opilJj ~n :tqat those wQrds Qught t9 he, dj~~ 
claimed ; .but it appears to me that there,is ,omo. 
thing c{)nciliatory r~ther thew .Jw#ile in the e~':' 

p;~~,:iioos, :beca~se, ip my judgment, the)!. 'mani

fe~t a .. 9isP<?sitiQn to. ~eet the NIi:ni ters asJar t as 
they can be met upon principles cQnsisteqt with 
th~ ~uri~y -q~ this :eifablisl).me.~t: and therefQ1"e 

~. 

w ~ ~lie I5irectdrS 0,[ when the Company CAmo 
'-" '" , to ,~ re~olutip,! of stating, " tha~ they will ~ot 

eo s<':9t to becom.!! parties to any thing that ap

per (like a~ iUu ~on," ,they ~ppear_ to ~e mere ... 
ly) p' assert that which they think to h.e correct. 
If tlle . Court. of . Dire tors ' and of Pro rietors 
think tnis is an .illusion, why are they by a total 

sil! llRe to imply ~hat. it is not? when this matte 
he roes the subject of e xplanation, it will b/?" 
th~l) tin;e eno ugh fOF the ' Co~pany to tate • 

wi) ein wl{at they think the illus'ion COl.1s\sts, apd 
wQY. they will .not consent to bec~rne 4a Rarty to, 
aoy m~su re which" Up01l' cOJl~ ' deration, , sfl~ll 
ap~ ,J; ~ to . p(qmoj,t it... These a e the simp 
gr . u "1 whi ·. it' does appqar to me, the. f 
Pl"9po 'tion of be hor. gen leman qm b~ 

I , 
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tained; I am not a'ware that the h0n. gentleman's 
~ r ." 

am ndm~nt has yet b~en se'conded. ' . . 
Jtt i 

Yr. Rock begged pardon f.or not l~ a1fi g .befpre 
'this time seconded the motion of Mr, . Hume, 

. -which he would have done as sO'on as it had heeti 
, . 

Ipade by that han. gentleman, but for the obtru
sion of other objects upon the attention of the 
Court. He would now however second the 
motion, ,because he thought he saw a disposition 

j t •• 

' on 'the other side of the bar, to retain wotds in 
I the·Pe~ition, whic11, might s~bjec.t the el<!itps of 

the Compl ny to cavil . anci objection" from a 
\: t "'J I. ~ 1 

q arter perh~ps the 'O)ost fatal to thelr vie~s , "He 
conjur~d the Court to recoll .~~ t~at \ theX) ~ ,re 
going to . Parliamen t in opposition to the de'-
CIarati~~ to His ~bje ty's/Min i~ t~ rs, ri ' ~lo~:~. 
be advisable ~heref{)re for the Court if possible to 
come to a~ unanimous resol~tion up~n ,this sUQ
ject. If the words now proposed to be jeft out 
of the Petition by the han, mover, were still to 
.be ained, notwithstanding what the Court had 
I?,~ard ~n objection to ' the~1 lie, for . ol}e, .) mu~t 
eDIt Cientiollsly refuse hiS ~~s~nt to tl;le Petition 

altqgethe~ ; fa b~ wbul~ n~v~r ag~e~ in,a P~titj?n 
tb Par!la , cnt, ,w.ll ich conta'c! esi • a peterminafioll ' 
on the part o£~~h<; Company, of the nature ,11QW 
• 'A.,.j .). _, J 

pointed o'ut, nor w uld he give his voit:'e in favor 
I < • I , . \' ',' ~ ~ 

of a proposition to <rontinllt! ~he g~vernmen~ of 



, ' 

75 
I~di~ in its pr~~e~t' orm, if:h'e .thought there was 
any di'SP9sitio~ in th,~ Company, to reject all pro" . 
pos~ l "ns tor' open(n~ ' the rndia' tdde to the ' byt.~ 
.po'h's. · Resides thi's objection to the Petition, he 

. 1= Ii .' " 

would ventu,re to state, t~at somt: of the' ?-lIeg ,. 
tiol1~ :contaihed in it had not bee 1 'proved. }I~ 

-; t \,. , .~ , 

apuded to the ~eclaration up,.on rh,e subj~ct of the 
s~q te'" of the q~mpany's trade. ' 'It was not made ' 

. out upon' tatisfactClTY eviaence that the lCompany. 
rt f • I 

w~r,e carrying on th trade to the ext nt av ~red 
iIl~ tne' Petition. HoweV'cTt with "respect to t ' e 
'btlier' objection, unl:Ss the word'~ illoacd to' were 
lett o~t he sHould feel hims~lf obliged to gi~e ' liis 

:" • ~ fI' I r ' , 
negative to the Petition;-He saw no reason for 

.... ')~l .). 1 h J • ;. h eh' b d ' " d ,, < iKee mg t em 10, as t e . amnan' a S31 tlley. 
c, 'I . . I I • 

were ot no linportance. \ . 
• d.,.. .. J 

1fr .. pclr1zther said, that if t1e tho gflt fliere was . ., . 
Bny -thing contal!1ed in the Petition, .whi ·h was 
2~lculated td internlpt the unanimity wlikh, for 
cvery rCSlso'n, ou"ht to prevail in the opinions of . 

-1 , .. ~ \ • 
the Court, he should not be dIsposed t6 oppo e. 

' (h~ 'an;~rldmeFlt ~o~ propos,cd by the h~nofab~~ 
l j ~ - tI B 'f h ' . . dv1h I '. L ge.~t clJlan. .' ut I e concclve l . e rea meau" 
ing ot j th~ w~}ds to b'e that which he und . st , .d'd 
the hhon6ragf~" gende-rnan had put ' upon them, 

'~ame'ly---:~noula government estabh~h " some mng 
f). I f ~,. tr ("' ..... 1r' ,- • .... i ., 

contrary to those, wonrs, the C;ompuny, thet~ q e, 
f J) 11 -c , . • t 2 ' r . 
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J}ro rntt t~ go @n . :\.' h ,the &oventn'l D 

. Jndi ;' ruos .l!ItH.it:mi>tte.dJYI he soould bev: or 
. llldingtb tpn)pp~ition ' froru' :the, Po;titi'on ' , h t 

he 1UtldeJ'stood; tne dedaration ~OJl r~in tbm&
.. word. ~ meant-.on!f ithat tbeYJwQuld hGt beiprJv.yi\ 
-on becomecpar.tie£fin any ~wcif w.hat~"er~ to lIthe 
in tit lioo of a. sy fl'm, p!\VlriQh .. th~~ thought 

Dold urh OU~ t ' i>ei n ~Uusion J JJ ;the1 'a ~SD 
'plici ·ly.;I~e lar.e4;·:thej~ ol)iJtjgn, !~odjf gO~~f,Ijl

men bo · t ~jns~i Y,t ilJlPta r'sy 't~n)" WIJiS ,1h~r~ 

hy thiog{jn hoser. words ;\\')p'j~h ~:m~fh ti incon· 
'.stelu 'tb :thecs ut~ Q •• this,GPl:IrtiltiQ,'tetaQ1n .~ 

. uPPOJltet.'l. oli (ba~ ' ystem" if aJj '~ent lthought 
.. d,gh ! to · form new ... one ; ,,@ St!P/l, ' sl'l:Pu II 

e ,{;l l1ellent ·fi1om th~ l by wi}',;b·dJlPi"": ~sJ~t 
rese t gpverne.d ? haf, the. ' S}~ .. ~01: a:ef~d 7~ \a 

lQa QJI, doubdess tlw Gomp;my.!mtls nsntlik6 J. e 
~s~ /i.,itr bQt; if 'they, tbougQt, .. t.ba..t I ~YHfmi(' $O 
~\la<1 as (to. be QQmpJetclY.iin~qmjssib~ · I e,w~~td 

- ubI)' tha.t the' C~utt ,· \y.a$' p~rfejliliY ·.jAstj~d '.n 
«naki»g·>sl.l.ch a 'decdaration ;\ .. butAhat. ' ~olaliadon 

id "Ilj) ' ll~cess~i1y , infer ' the the, ,(QbuJ'f would 
opt ru;~de.JO'!the terms. proposed b~ 1 )ilrliap:lcnl. 
Viewmg, therefore, the words in that sense, lhe 
flough th ought Q :i€a'nd jn ~b" Petiri.c\ ' un-

-<elt ed.-(JfMT JJtIl'Ttl hca1!Ir) ' Me' cuu d inDt 

tlP~lp .. safing, ilia if ~e W~S I ail bingl'; bieh 
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b Qpinfun str{)~o l'I il1~' his mind, 

itl ~a b e ttl re _waSunbth· n centaiired' 
:tW f atit10bcWhitltnwas ndt (tbe·.t l>pini~~ f '4he 
maJSt ' lll'gVten d _m ~, ; ana ' 'e would ';~entu[e 

(t Suy . hal ilit!re· .. was~ 1 norhing.d n rthat , Qpini<to 
, bi<!lt \:V'ot:tI ot d'O',hom1UT and add lgreate~ (drg.. 
, ity tt) th~t situatioll·.in ,which 'those" enlightened' 
{In n; :ere.placed ·,~jJhe ( objkct cti)l~ld1ino lhiave 
·beeno plac r d illt1bet~r ha,{ds;,<becausei,it }~tne 
ff~ >thOSe who er tho:rolilglit l3bquainllecbzwith 
th whole'.s-ystemmt'rrd (t11 wl:wJ ' al.icy.: of: afi,{il's 

, ,. J 

.. Briti h ·(ndi , II and onsideri rg hat dec! Cftcon 
'a .oomirt 'fro ' ,tHe 'd earest edJ'lviction, ~tlcdI he 

t'Jst~ g@:!(frnw atgurrtent, I ' ~ that it ;,wouldr' . ~ an ' 
iJ )tI~'~h •• Ii cbuttl no't·.b'll Ifed,f t it1'W:l highly 

, jmport~,n~ hose l)l'dS' 'should q~ c'lIetxi e(i,,< He 
'gave ~lfeml ere1lit: fot. that .declaration;) anti) 10' 

' <doing ~ t,htn!JJglit'i.t w-oold be hjihtimpro~ ,atria 
~ ! fid>eed t:1repa t(m'>us, tharthe\ d'eclar 'tioo of t r se 
'Inllmt i \vho"h:nl);rhe' hest nfeafls f Rmni g . ~(jn
f I -iio pO'n rtne subject, :,hould.be 6xclucrud fr,6m 
Lthe T'Pet-irion 10 Parliament. 'lIe 'ther~f9re f' or 

n'e .£;)shOufd Y.a.t ' Jar .. the I' 'co:ndnuanee. 6f j he 
~ :WpmS'. ~ .uri ... )1 

.n' "'Elm fJ Ul~;'itl~ ga'in addreSsed t~~ C il~ J He 
aidJUte-, h-cf • g~tletnan' :h ita 5 'Oltd.ed , be 

, 'r ' .'" . 
,.£11 tiOlWhad, HUded to what e~b~t:r1adlecit1Y '1n 



D~nATE 

\ ' , 
'the debate. Certainly he dId state that the ~'oras 

f " , " 1 were 0 no very great !Olportance; but, as' they 
~ad ' b~~n placed iri', the Court 0'[ Diree I r~LJlid 

- ~ r .r #J T I, 
not thmk they ought tp be .left out; witHput the . 

• r ~, . J, I ,f < 

I sentimenti of tbe Court of Proprietors expressed 
• • 11 • , 1 . 

their dissent to them. The .words objec ed to 
wer~ these: " Your petitioners !mbJ,TIft tbat the"y 
would not be justified in -becoming partie's tOt any 
system,. which, on contid;ration, . s~ould ~ppear 
to tp'em likelY to prove an ilIu ion." -

1 ow, 'by these words, he submitted: toe· Com
pany h~~ left ,an opportuni'ty op~n r;r ~he: ~ilOit 
ample .<Fscussio~ pf their pffairs· and t~er. , had 
also left themsel,ves free to ,adopt ,any meaSLIr' 
yvnich pid ~ot appear 'to iie inconsistent iv lt 
their interests. By t ese words the Com'p~n' " 

, r!.( iI 

were bound,. to notl~j~g: and h~ . 'rou1d ~~k t~e 
hon. gentlemen w.ho ,moved f?r lea~ing ,th~m ,d~~ 
wheoltl).:r they w~)Uld .ha~e the Com~aoy ~~~?~~~ 
pa~t1es to any syst~m wh~c.h they were conVI ced" 
after fair consideration, would prove illusive? 

, I ~ "' .. ~ t 'I ' • 

e pOj>ed not. He thought if necessary for' hlS 
oWp'"justlpcation, an~'for th~ i?sti' ca!loi1 ~ ~f ' t?~ 
Co,urt . ~<>. ~xpr~ss his,sentiment:; and he, bei9gea 

PaJ:. ,<?n. for. havi~g ag~nn o~tJ'~~ ~ ~~ms~~! em 
ahelr aftentlon. ~ \ 

' \ - loJ.""-
~~. lf9fk sai~ ,he feitainly 

.. , .' , ; \ J ,-r " " ~ J 
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, 0 'be ~nan,imou~ ' in their Petition: and n?thing 
.' would ' lie more desirable to liim than the ,ex-

• I t ~ 

c1usi.on of every thing which tpight give rise tQ , 

a:.Idi~er~~~ce of opininil. He w,is?ed, therefore, 
, .to unoen;tand what -the Court al1uded to, when 
it said it"would not become a party to any systel11 

, , I . t 4 ,. 1 
which they thoug11t an ilIusion? 'V:hat system , 
\vas it ?-what was the system they conceived to 

, ( 'I' I' "'., it , 
be illusory? . . I. 

Sir Thcopltilus lIUtcafJe said, that ' in cobs • . ~ .". , 
qU,ence of the ~onduct of the honorable ro-
prietor, who spo~e last" he could have expe'cted 
n~ less than the line of conduct he was pleased 
to I aqopt, this .day. Wi'tl1 ]c;pect fo 'the wo~ds 

. pi oposed (' to be.'left _ ou r, by that honouraf;>le 
Proprietor (Mr. Burne) he had thought that 
t~ey' 1 were of ·so little importance that 'I t th . 
o~jection to them had originated in any otlier' 
quart~r ' than that from wbich the oppositi?ry Dq''V 
came, he could · .not conceive that the Company 
would have any ' objection to leave tHem out , 
b~i \vhen ' the Court considered that th~ hon 
Proprieto r had displayed 'remarkabl tale~is ana -

f\~l)i ti es o~n this great question, an ~h~f he het 
stooa ~orwara. with a degree of.singula~lty. upon , 
this sUbje'ct; tflat be sedried dispo~ed to ~uestir~b 
every. statement of the Company's affairs , lin 

'- I ) f 
he wa~ ulwClys ready o· occupy the time! '0 ' , h 

- t 
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e.)~ l1f¢ssed himself to feel a-difficulty 'n ris;. 
!2g ..p sre )hi Cgurt upon a ltbje~t that ha!t 

~ d tel.itiit d Q ;rPu~h abirty-, ~ and calleq forth 
, sq' lll ~.s~tlnd,.prg~ment, because tit might ap~ 

. fff.~t ,he '~ould lproquce nothing new upon a 
ettiol) w~~1:l .se~med entireJy _e~hausted. but 

I e. if~su~e~..the Court, .that if itch.ad not bee~ for 
th pppsit.i.on L~ is, etitiqn .}:rad n)~t in its present ' 
s!f..gF., n~:tq ,-~o~e in v.:bic9 twt opposition was 
rna j£ ~t~9 ,qe,should

J 
not have ·a.t . .all ·trespas e 

uppo!h ~~ten~jQn f"~ge_ Court • • .t But as be had 
r.~' )p.~ ~rtaipJysho,uldnot abuse their indulge ce 
Q)aa~¥)cngt · n~Q-J ptrltlsjon Up0l) their'notice 

oJ ~J. );)ppqpr,aql fg \leman ~Mr. Ham-e) IUq:t 

e.xF.Hs~-~hi~ jf pe was no fri~nd to"tI;m COrTI J 

ppsttiqn, thf\t;rlyl-~ been Just publl.sbed undel1 his 
sfi,n i 9 wl!~n ' C}-ob~erved that bonoumble gen
tlrPl'V]~ ggo ',P(r;J:y ' oc~asion" -to 0pp0S~ iIlvery 
t j~ ,h~ l1C4)¥td, in •• ~he way of the Company' 
v~i.~s:j F.pd"yhen, h~ rccoUected the tenolil' 0 ) all 
h} ·!sl?ee~bes, .h thought ,lie might safd·Y' 1<:>0 
up.o i, not in ~he Jiglit of a frjeod to thel j-ote ' 

~ ~. J , f h~ ~lllf¥ln;, • • ,Jle d'd;, however,' 'llope 

~ .tt" thlqgs.frp, ~il}l . : , !lncl th,Jtt wherl ke~ 
~t ~(lal w ich no\V, s~emed to! ~a,rp . 

e t h .. ~ 1.l@ eCQ ell frieo ins a f I 

an enemy. He made n doubt that his ~ n.ti-
~eots and opInions upon this '$ubject would 

M 
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cJla e,; ml. th :tl 30m pau y, ,ow I ere tahg_ 
~ d ~iql it .fotitbf.ul ,and wortb1 memheli , or t~ir 
~dy. l~ 'w.a,s trtJ~, tltat the hQnutuable embet1 
h~ nu : beeljl long a~ngst them, alld it would 
lC~~ce}y b~ 'e?tpecte.cl that he would enter into t9, 
,pi i~ of th.is subject with the same warmth as th.~ 
\lld 'l-u.d a.p,pruved friends of the Company.. Sel-

QIl} Was it ' fo.und t~at ' new conve1i:ls; eitQer in \ 
m~tte~s of r~}jgiori OJ s¥st4ms oj Qpinion,' W<:1ie 
'Ye~y ze~tous in pursuin.g them at first; beGaus(f 
t~_qy &till ret<lioed <\ na.tmal! tendency tQ eallly 'im .. 
~~e~ions. The time~ ho,w.ever~ would o()ome, hEr 
hop~.d, when bet would 'adopt sentimepts Jess ad. 
yerspoo the interc:st~ of his qouO<t~y, and the ad .. 
y'\ntage of this Company. " 
: Jt lJa4 bt':~n reported, and the idea yeny· wide!,., 

ctir'C'!llateQ, that the India Company aDa the Minis ..... 
rs, On' ijccount of some cHfference of opinion be-

\\ :¢en. them, were, at-' this moment,· in- open and! 
~i9lent hostility towards each other. Now such a 
rS{lPrt e¥e:ry one must see CQuld ansWer no 'good 
PllJP<:>se; and might be~ attended with very bad; 
~J;ls~q\lenGe.s: al)d because he anticipated that a. 
v r-v U:J;l(~ir use would be made of such a report., h~ 
tlltWgbt it R,.ecessary to give a publk ,denkd of i~' 

'\ ,nkn he now did, b,y declaring tliadt was i1dt 
tb. fa~t~ ;· He wOuld ap:p'ea~ fot' t~l 1>rut!1a : of this: 
d run!! to.' the ChairIDM{' and to H¥e gentleinen 
.) 
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~o were members .of tHe depli 'atioh fo C(j\?efti'~ 
n'J t, wHether the conversation which 'they ha , 
ha-d with the ~linistet 'VO'as not of the most re- ' .. 
,spectful <lnd concilia~ory n'ature, Md whether 
twHy civilitj arid polite attention waS lib! 
sl'tewn, hat could be manifested, towards person 
in th~ ir high add re~'ponsjble situation ( thi~ was 
a feid which hey most all allow; atld" it would 
be betel policy, iodeed. jfj in a queStioh -Which in
vol\ted so much of the-it interest, and which was 
sO hearly connected with the affairs of the pdb'
lie, to entet into any thing Hke art acrimonious 
eiseussio'n IJpc;>h 8. .question 8'0. ably. ahtf with A 0.' 
Ifi~th teitJfjer, argued itl' that room. On the oc
casion he alluded to, not a vIolent expres ioq, nor 
an intemperate word, escaped frorn either sicle 
Up~lr the ~tlbjecf. .. His attention had been dta\'vn 
to tM!! malt r in consequence of the unfounded 
rurnout's abroad upon the subject, and he ""as 
glad of the oFPortunity to declare that there wa~ 
not the 'slightest- pretence fOT the report in cirou. 
lation. Everyone must aJlow that the Minister 
had a public duty to perform, as yvell as a p'tivate 
one ,I al"ld as a oart of the administration with 

" . 
, '-:Vhieh he was connrct~d,. ,he h'iid a right to forin~ 

sucH ail 0 iniO);l as tb;e report of the case ot the 
E~st IQ'ciia. Qom~y req lired. For his own parf, 
h.e ta.1q~!ht, f:Hat if the Mmisters wete open fa 

M2 ' 



~nyiction by .. the most solid arguments, and the 
. . ouq'dest reasoning ,; those reasons and thme argu
, met)ts' would be found in this Petitiop. 'and tbey 
woul~ p ot suffer themselves .to, he Jed "into error 
and. mistakF UPQP this great question by the gross 

. wiSfl!presentati.ons .of revol~tion;uy and d,esigning 
~en, He made no doubt, that when the Com
paQis Petit,ion came fairly under th,e cOl)sidj'!rar 
~~~lof th~ LegislC}ture, a~d wh,en the mgtter 
c,!ote. before both Houses of Parliament, they 

.)V~ld-see the wisdom of cootinuing"that ~ystem, 
~hich tlbe m9st profound stj.ltesm~n, from the 
. ~ign. of Queen Anne till now, had adopted and 
.:~nc9ur.a~Fd. TlJey' would re~ognise, with appr.)
.pation, the maxim of th os.e statesmen, "Jhat .it 
," as:. impossible o~r Ea~t India , possessions could 

be advaptageous to the mother country, uul(!s~ , 
the in tercourse was carried on through Jhe mc;-
Jiium of what wa,s vulgarly ,called-. a mOllopoly." 
~:l _ h was the JUaxim., such the op~nipn of th~ 
;UQst :ill\Jstrious sta.-tesmen t~is cOlJQtry -elv'er 'saw ~ 
~J1t that yulgar n~>tion, which had ob~ainc_d, a:; 
}Q;the ·jmjWrt of the word monopoly, he wa~ 
rot surRris~d .at" w.hen he ' CoIlsid~red thqt those 
~ ffecteq 10 be. yr:,ry, c90versaot -i.l\ Ea~t Iqo.w. 

~ffa11i 'cdfd ~ot: .u.ndeJstal1d the true meq.ail'1g ,of the 
wrd,:as ap-~,lic~bl.e" oJ:beIComp<VlY. The",w9r4 

~21Q.f'bJ.y:-YVfl~ a~:,jrwidlOJ,lS .t~~~qJ, and ~erha~1 ~ ~ 



just object of jealousy, if it was to be '-taken in the 
sense"it"'was vulgarly 'osed. But that interpreta
tion of it in the present 'case wa inadmissible, 

"because all it meant was prolection-(Hear'!' 
'hear !)--Ttwt was the distinction to be liken 
when the word was applied to the East-India 
Company; - but he hoped, wheCl' these poi"n'ts , 
came 1'0 be considered with fairness and impar
tiality, the Minister would follow the exam"ple 
and sound policy of his predecessors; . and in- , 
stead pf granting the object sought by the ene-
mies of the Company, their 'agents, and thelt 
advocates, whose wish, it ~eemed, was 'to ruin 
and destroy - the British empire in India, 'theY. 
would adopt ~ , ditferent line of conduct, and re': 
ject those ' counsels and suggestions which, if 
adopted, would be destruction and fatal to 'th 
power of ' this Co'untry in Ind ia. " 

\Vhilst he was up, he ,hoped the Court would 
'excuse him ifhe occupied their time a little longer, 
to tem,ark upon a circumstance which happeneci 
some years since. 'Vhen Mr. Fox succeeded Mr, 
Pitt in power, it was expected that a statesman, 
who had hitherto ditfere'd from Mr. Pi~t in every 
political questiun brought before the Legislature-, 
would carry with him into office feelings ,of hosti
lity towards the' East-India 'Company, who were 
p,uoh 'i'nddite'd ~o : tqe discernment and counie ... 



D31lCe of Mr. Pjtt~But the fear$ thus entertained 
were di~sipated early; for ~Ir.-Fooc) as SOO? as h 
came into po\Yer, entered int{) all the dootrinesl 

ll'h'd: expounded all the opinions of that great 
states~n upon this question, The, reason h~ 
(Sir_Theophilus :Metcalfe) 'drew th'is fact ood6r thO
consideration of ,the Court was to notice ,the vety 
Jemarkable fas;t" that these two great statesmen. 
~fo.r great indeed they were~ hardly ever cot1~ 

cuped apon anyone point of polities, yet united 
lQ sentiment upon this question, and agreed une. 

~ui 'ocally that the East India Company mllst re
ma\tl ~nmolested in the enjoyment of their privi
l~g.es. 'I This was, indeed) a strong fact. H~r. 

yere- two illustrious s~ategmen who were not oply 
the ll::lmtnarj~s af their time, but the ' luminarie~ of 
Bri! is.h history,; men who might be said ta divide 

, their opiniml upon ,almost every subject they 
spoKe,.and who were hardly ever known to a'g~ee 

i~h each other. StiH these two men cOJ1curr~d 011 

t~lis one point; and it was remarked at the timet 
t~u~ ,_ th.ey complimented each other on the pro
~ress ma)ie in their sentimen;s towards unanimity. 
SuteJy, then, .~hen men l1ke thes~ held it as ~ 
le~~ing feature of theill politics, that the c€lm
Il)C ce. 0 the Company wa.s to be heid sacrc,d , 

was nqt to ~.e, touched, was it to be ell:

q~f "' , thj+t theilj ii~ht, \VI re tq . be , }¥r~steQ 



from. them by the advocate fi:am Liverpool, from. 
JPi.stol, or by any other set of ql n whate rer i ' 

Vlith these precedetHs in vi~w, he would not ~: 
oW unjust t.o. the Minister of the' present day, as 'tp 
WPPQ~ him' capable of thinking a mensu'rc of 
tbl~ kiGd w'as ffi0 e advisable OF more just noW 

tban it W;ClS at th~ per-iod when those gFeat states
ftl n lived. 'lIn-6n 'this momentous qliestion £ame 
0- be fully and fairly discussed, he did hope 

with confid~nc(} t-9 find that tAe Ministers of 
lhe, pI!escmt day did not think diffetoently from 
t-heir g~at pr.€decessol's. If thepe was any on,d 
M'inis.er from whom the East-India Company had 
a rig-ht to eJiP~ct a greater opposition to the! 
claims, it was from Mr, Fox, for reasons too ob .. 
liious to render a detail at them necessary; and, 

lie!,} he. came into power, it was pr-edicted
O 

b~ 

p,cusons naw within these walls, that in all pta. 
habUity the affairs of the East-India Com .. 
p,an), would ' languish under the influence' 'oE 
hi couns.els. The contrary, however, was thff 
flJct; fo.r from the moment he took his ' seat 
on the 'Freasury bench, he espoused the cause 
with as much warmth, and became tbeir 
adve.,cate with as much zeal as ever Mr,. Dun .. ' 
d did, who was supposed to. be the Minis e.1l ' 
roo t fa~0u.rahle- to Ihei~ view3 that ever sa~ o 

m tbe~ Ie .. ~'Ju~t>: , r. Il'Q"~ expression in. t~ 
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~se of Com~ns was, " THe I!a ·t-Indi ''Com ,_ 
pany must be supported." This was R strong 
~laratioo;, when it wa tecollected fro.m what 
~~art~r it came, Ir. Fox was satisfied, of. the, 
, licy as w~ll as the ' prudence ,in "supporting 

\l;le Co,llJpany with· all tHe authorjty' of Par 

Uamentary sanction. For his own part, he Waf 

afraid .tbat those persons who ,demanded 0 Jo~)t 

an QPcm trade to India little und~$~od },thelr 
~wn i{lterests ;' and being mistaken in their own 
yie\.l\;s" it was not sUI:prising. that they were blina 
q the interests of their Country. I He had consi. 

dered ~his subject patiently,'deliberately, impar
tja~y, ~nd with. no narrow nor selfish view. J7h'e ; 
r ult of his attention to it, was, a finn .coQvierio 
that the compJiaoce with aU the demands of th 

petitionersto open the Outports, would bring the 

l1-ast-lndia Comp:mrto ruin; and the ruin of. tIi 
mpany at home woiJld inevitably' min "all their 

I ~ettlements abroad; If they were ruined at home, 
th~ un d Jubted and inevitable censequence. woul 
be the loss of lhe Indian nipire. But admitting, 

for the sake of argument, that t11C trade" at> 
partially opened; for it might be said, tbu it :a 
~t m ant to throw the trade open to ·~tI d scrip,!. 
~ofls o~ Rcrsoll, but merely to a limit d ;.:flum ,t' 

(J he. utflorts; . would it- not fo1h:)w~' be. wO\l' 
, k, if uc wert: a.llod td be the case, that 



Jac t,Jr r tl;a 
bich as -raised ag~linst 

!ftdia . monopoly. \\f'ould nO.t those ports whij.:p. 
,were not admitted tq the: s me priviltges say, i 
that ~~~'~ , Here is an instance of. gross par. ' 
t~ll1ity ~ ' lltose ports can bave no b~tter right to the 
tprivileges than we have ?,r The)·\vQuld say~ ",nd 
they would justly say, that this was an instan~e of 
: the grossest partia lity, because it would be 'hold- . 
jog- forth a pretended all viation cf the pressure 'cE 
the .times, ·w.ithcut giving to' those who. would be 
· equaUy affected with that prefisure the saine cp
pcrtunity cf reljef, while the Company itself 
wpuld be as much ~ff'ected as.if aU the Outports 

te . pen .. ,He ,cert.un.1y tc;,lt unanimity , to 'be 
a ery essential object to attain, because he.. :vas 

· $tire ,that the Ministers were not by any means 
theirr· enemies. : The.v had a verY' di cult . ard tp 
play.; and wbatever line they took, they must ex

~ ,pe.ct to' :rneet with opposition. It was true, the . 
'Qmpaoy had resolved upon a Petition,certai-nly 

co. . cbed in very firm laoguage..-a Petition which 
gave a 'Very just. picture of the state of the Com
pany, an,d its claims uRcn the justice of the Coun.
try; but he was spny to ·obser.ve, db-at amongs a 

· vast ~umbeliQf Prcpriet,ors cut·of doors, :a d,egree 
t>f u ccou~ able apathy was· manifest upon tbis 
qu tion nCi.JIe was a.stonished t w~en he- con

N 
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•• , • ' I I 

sicfered the ,number of Proprietors ' extender over-
the United Kingc\om, so much indifference ~,h uld 
be evinced ' to their own interest, as 'welJ as to 

I ,J 

the interest of their country. He only wished;>, 
, I 

j however, that it could be ascertained who 
, >, 

were the friends and who their enemies, in , 
order that they might guard themselves against 
the desIgns of seeming' fI;iends. It had been con

ten~ed, that the East-Ind}_a Company had merely 

Claims: but no Right, in this question. He w'as 

not prepared to go into the latter part of the 
'" • J l _ ~ 

. obJection; ., but Claims the Company c~rtai~Iy 
had, and t9C?se Claims fognded upon such firm 

. grounds, that no sophistry, no argumen could 
'. I 

div~st the Company of them; and whatever 
miglit , be .the apathy in those to whom he ~as 
GompelJed to allude~ he besought, every Proprietor 
present to consider himself as the identical man 

• , ~ J. 

upon whom depended the safety of the Com-
o panj.-(IIear! hem' ! hear I) He had very' little , 

doubt in his mind that Parliament itself, when-
• - I 10" • • '"=' 'f r. 11 

ever it came to consider .the question, wou a view 
it upon [enerat 'and liberal 1g' rounds of pi olicy, ~d 

'l v ll( , • ''''~' 
'~ not upon principles ofJP'rejudice or oq.rtial beneh, t. 

J t.. " • 1. ( • .}j' po) r 01 
:fe, ~as persuaded tpat whS~j y~~ .th~y, ~}d .. ~?:Jme 

to decide upon the qu' stion they would r e 
•• " '\, .J 1 I 'IT ~ ':I. ~ 

!) ~lltl ~ syster,n ,o!C?,~ht D9 to , be l ab\a~d~ne.d {. ,h 
"had extended the -Uri\Jsh power in India, in-
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creased the revenue of the mother coqntry, e}C
t(!nded her traffic over the Indi~n empire, and 
brought great wealth and other substantial bene. 
fits, not 'only to · her Capital, b,ut to her who 'e 

''United K ingdom. Ife trusted the Court would 
'agr~e ~jth him, that such a system ought not to 

b'e abandoned sl~ghny; but he hoped that many 
days':>would not elap e, ere this question would 
be, determined by the' L egislature in sucQ a way 
as ' would .confirm the claims of the C~mpany 
upon the Legislature; and as would give a lasti ng 
security to the Briti:.h empire and her valuable 
interests in th'at distant part ~f the world . . 

The 'Deputy Chairman ~Mr. T lOrnton) said, he 
once thought it would be of very little importance 

whethef tho e words c~mplained of by the ho
nourable ge'ntleman were or were not adopted 
in ' th'e Petition . He acknowledged his having 

I 

st~ted to an honourable and most respectable Pro--
'prietor in ~he Court, that if there was a difference 

of .opinion upon the questi on, and that honour..: ' 
able gentleman thought proper to move that tho e 
* ords should be lett out,' he was convinc~d there 

" wourd be no objedion, becau e he (Mr.'Thorn
ton') considered hem to 'b~ immaterial~ and, like 

'(man}, other sentenci s in the same Petit on, mi~bt 
.. S'afe1y De (left but; or saf ·ly kept in; but fro (he 

1i1rl nn~c ~\n \~h~lt it wa.: ,propolied ~to expung,e 
'I tGAL, I U L I" (N !jJ J) • VI".) I 
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~ 1hem~from ,tl1e quarter which proposed ,i~J.....ftrom 
the honourable gentleman's ' opportunities of dis

~.Ilssjng this question before-fr.om all his o~ser. 
vations, arid, particularly, when he placed this ob. 
jection in the front of his observations-when he 
deJayed anoth~r for the mere purpose of fordng 
this into the foremost rank, he could not h~lp 
thinki:ng that the honounible gentl<:;man's '~mend
ment ought not to be· adQpted ....... and 'when 'he 
considered that, by expunging these words, the 

... true meaning and interpretation of them might 
be .wresteo out of door., " it 'was no wonder that 

.. what he once thought to be wholly unintereiti"g • 
-sh'Quld DOW become mattu of real cons~queIlce 
and seriot,ls import; and it ·beho\'ed the .C(1)brt fo 

.be autious in every st~p they took, in every 

t>w,ord they blotted-for even the wisest . mi,nds 

)ght .be swayed' and misled by the representa.
.tions that ,cDuM be artfully and ingeniously laid 
before ~.th~· ,public as the reasons for expunging 

·.tbe'm The Court of Directors bad a gr~at ft"
ponsibility upon their hands. They were boUn9, 

~ iftbe public themselves we\e blind to ·t-beir .own 
. interests,. to gi VI'! that warning-to> light up th.,.t 
beacon which tho:.e wo.rds assumed. If the uq,
jec ~ J sought now by so much clamour and noise 

by those gentlemen from t~e . Outports, .• "'~s 
granted; he woOld vellture to predict: that thQse 
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. m.isguided and deluded men,-in be space of-three 
_, or feUT yeal"6,CJwho ,had saurffi.,ced their fo~tune's 

nJ uch destruotive speculatiQ1ls ~ ,migh,t tro.ql~, 

';fyt"ith some appearance ot:-justice, to the C0tltts'of 
:'}.Dir"t;tors an.d Vroprietors, and say, ;, -Why" did u 

pot hold olit this warning? Yo u knew thesdan

"~ ~r"'"'h::Y'Ou ~ust have anticipated the event-why 
-J.<iid rou suffeT us to be deceived by this specious 

illusion? 'With .the- cal'ldeur, the honour, the- ~'u

.manity. of British merchants and fellow-sllbjects, 

1 why did you ' nut press i~ UpOJl liS" that we we're 

eagerly rushing on to our own min ?'~-(Bea ' ! 
~~hear 1)1 Tbis, he' submitted, would. be the ool'l

:::. sequ~ce .110W, ~jn particular, if these words were 
~taken out of the Petition. These deluded men 
~ would be almos~ justified in goading the Com
"pany with such a com plaint, if these words were 
pot only' not kept in, but if they were not strongly 
marked in the Petition; they were introduced for 

~ th~ . .pijrpose of shewing that the Company wonta 
not make themselves a party to a public delusion'; 

, l hey must now be maintained to proclaim publicly. 
hat whatever may be the opinio'n of an ind,~ 

~yidual. the rest of the. Company continued to de
. ~precate the iHusion. Ought not those gent)cmeh 
~OIlil LiverpooJ, who, by their own petit ion; aci. 
O!knowledged tha they migh be ruined in rna.ny 
-cases, which opinion -Lord Buckinghamsbire.him-



s~f ~eld in hi~ letter ~ ' the Court; for he ac
knowledged in trat letter that there might be a 
partial ruin-ought not, then, these men to be 
. ' • I I It 
~rate{t¥ f<?,T tpe warning declaration of the Como. 
~ny ? • Mr. Thornton himself thought the ruin 
would.. not be so partial as his Lord5hip ;epre- ' 
s~nted, but general; and indeed 'many of the 
Qther petition's. gl~nced a~ the very same appre
bension~. It was for their sake - it was for their , 
s~fe~y that the words should be .retained. To 
expung~ tb6m llO~V, after they had been so anii 
m~dye te4 ,~pon, would be ita some rpeasure to 

II: 1.. ~ ~ 

c;oun~enanc~ t!)e illusion by an act of their own. 
~h/ y. woul~ actually make themselves parties to • 
th t d~Jusive experiment which those unfortunate .. ~) , 

. 1? ttj ~iol1ers. ~ ~ell as themselves, would , have 

... e."eEY r~ason t~ ~.~plore.-(H."ar 1 hear I) 
l,. '1:h: allusion of his honourable friend? who 
spo\ce last, t~ t~e opinions of certain great 
L5t~a~eswen, bad put him in mind of another 
,g~f1et s~atesman's decJar~tioll upon this impor
tant ~ubj:ect. He recollected it well; it was 

..... u, 

Reep}i')p?p.cinte~ on his memory. The late Lord 
. M~lvi!le-, sBejaki.~g of the advantages and disadvan
ta.ge of_,,,: chang~jp the· system of affairs in India~ 

n al!, P/~r 1~~f~lj 'Poiflt!ng out. the impolicy of an 
tere~jo~ in

L 
ba~ L~lstem __ ~id, " that substantial 

d. 'p,efPJaJl~lJf pe~~~~s 5>u~ht . not to be sacrifi.ced 
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to occasional, ' and perhaps .delusory schemes of 
< ., 

gain." These delusory schemes of gain Wete 

those now in q uestion. They wen~ What tb~ 
·words in the ~etitio~.all uded to; a~d . he sin~ere11 
hoped that as a caution to such as were likely 
t~ be deluded, they would stand, what the . hon • . 

objector had himself unintentionally drawn them 
-Itt 

orward to be- the prominent features oF' the 
Petition. (Hear ! hear'! 'llcar' !) 1 '"\ ~} 

M r: Grant sail tbat as he was under' the ne

cessity of attendi ng somt ' p res,sing Parliamentary 

<auties in the :House of C6mmons,i'h J sh~uld take 

the liberty shorfly iO,address the C~uit. Ana he 
"'trmtt:d he sh nld b~ allowed to trespass on" their 
~ ,I , fI .., I • • I 
at tentIOn. c meant to reply to what had fal e 

'i . T ),. 0/, ?. 
(rom the hon . P roprietor who beg.rn this' disc s- , 
sian , and who 'called upon the Court to' le e tlie 
word~ alluded to out of thei r petition. He ~ould 

·~t~~· av~i'l himself ,of this ()pportunity t6 ans er 
anotner han . p ;3prietor :(Mr. R ock) wHo · a k "d 
h im f'w hat was the 'mean ing ~f thi ~ illuh lm tar . 

. r~f in the fetitio n ?.2..To' that hon. Propriet s 

~au~stion he wou};i fi rst dirt=d h ~s); ~ttehtion ': 'and 
-tell him that lh"e Directors fof the East-In 'a 
~, ~! 4 \~~ ., c..c f ,..... ... 

Compaov con sidered ttze opt nl1lg" the trade · 0 
~' Iitdia a~ n itil:i;QI; ; they consider' Ct' it tei bi -an 
. £ !S ., r) I b, . • J ~ . •. r . 

bi~} .\S l~p ,on (.: 1f O ~;: ?r. th~ ~::;rc ~nt~, ~n~ they 
considered I t as soffle sort ot ' llll1 10 11 tlle p2rt 
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, ~ .. r vt 
of the government; coqsidering it m ' respec ta 
India and to China it must be called an i1mJi~n 
in a double' sense! I The Dire'ctors'hsed tli 6rds 
i~'thelrpetition wftnout meanin 'to ' gi e bffen e. 

~ \ , " T 
either to government or to any persons to y.rl :m 
~he'ir observation l1'ligbt apply.' Jf it was t~e: in
tention of the eourt to rej ect all" plans -offered '0 ,them, and jf such were' tbe import of thl! 
words objected to by the hon. gentle'm'an (~rr. 
Huni~), he would bave a right to suggest su~h 
'an' aIte'ratlon i~ the Petition, as baa been prcii)Q
'sed by him ': but ' if ilny plan was to be proposed 
or ~dopted,- which, after the best sense 'Of ' th~ 
Court that co'uld be taken, should seem' to th~tn 
to be wbo1!)' inconsistent with their inter~ st , and 
:which they would wish to depreca1te a unworthy 

- their sanction, .they .. would have a right t6 declare 
that they would not become 'parti~s to any mea
·su're wh1C;h should deprive them of the means,land 

he power in their hands. Th.~ sehse of focl Court 
.had been already taken upon this part of' tbe Pe
, tition, _and the ' bon. gentleman ."'having' I1tad .S 

:rnany opportunities of objectihg to .it befote, it 
,was nowtoo)ate to say that it ought to be1ex } ~ 
. .i1ecl, I just at -tne time wnen t'he' Peritidn! w;ts 
brollgnt, before the Court for fiD~l -approbati • • 

. 'But considering ' that' tHere ·~as no J.! fOl1rlda~ron. 
... ,-for th~ .lion. gentleman's -objection, be, . ~oi"'()Jil~.> 



s\ ag 
wpr~ .• t "1 i.h • 1 ,... 'l 

, ~I.:! trl.ls~~,d, be 'might be Bermitt~d to. ~y a few 
~?~ • s on the .o~s ~atiqn of the ROll. geqt1ema)l 

. }fitk- respec~ t . the other pr,oPQs~d alteration in 

~ ~e petiti n. 1 Be (Mr. HUn}e) liSld stated tha 
the sum of , £6,289~405 alled u ed to be the surplus 

.. pmlifs of the Company ~~s not· satisfactorily 
Plade, put. that the COfIlpany was mistaken in 

. the amount of .~hQ,se profits. and . that the filet 
wa~ vyholly ~m?.neous. tJow ,thl! han. pent1:man 
~as. hims~lf, . entirely mist~k~n io his ~ views of 

:llite $ubject .. beqau~~ he had tak~\n ,the amopnt of 

!tl1e COJUP. n(s ir;zpol't , tr de" iI}st.eaa o~, e.rpq,.t . 
d if it ~ad been so mentipned in the Petitio 

S ,r,na!ter pf j1)l'port~ the .£;?,'28~,405 would ,havr:: 
,bfen found in the documents given to. the ' p~bljc. 

~ • .J 

Jj~~fore ~vep the suggestion Qf the hoq. gep,tle-
IlHln fc r an alteration in the Pditi0[). and there . ~ 

~would have been no occasion to state that whic ' , 
was open to examination. The hon, gentJema 

I,hac} argueq from false premises, becau£e if he had 
fxawi~~d the acc~unts bef~re tl;1e . Propr,ietQTS 

• uching the scale of the ' Company's income, he , , 
il au ~ have fo nd himself perfectly convince<;l of 
t.h~, tru,th; qf V!~ statc,?ent iQ the Petitiop :- b'u~ 
~b.e • n I ge~tleP1~n seemed . in p. is. ca~~u uti ns 
~9nc~his) u~s!ion. tQ 0'0 fa ~rj Upf ll t?t! ~ 

o 
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averred in the petitions against the renewal of t1Jc '. 
Company's Charter than the Fetition laid befote 
the Proprietors. Now, what wai the argum~nt 

bf· the merchants claiming to be admitted to a. 
participation in the. trade to India ?-they said 
that the illcre.ase of the Company's territory since 
1792, instead of producing a proportionate in-

, crease of their trade, occasivned in fact a decrease. 

The territory of the East-India Company had 
been increasing before the year 1792, and there
fore the Court was to understand the meaning of 
those merchants to' be, -that while the Company 
had increased their territory, their trade had de .. . 
creased. This argument he acknowledged could 
not be answere9 by mere statement or, assertion. 
But there was a far better answer to it to be found 
in the R eport made by the Company upon this 

"Subject j and there it appeared clearly that this 
aSiertion was wholly unfounded in truth; be

cause in the year 1793, and since that time, in
stead of there being a d~r:reast in the trade there 

was a manifest illc1'ease. This was matter of 
'reference and did not depend upon mere oral 

statement. At present without going farther into 
the subject, he was convinced there wa,s no rea 
son whatever for making any a~tel1atiol'l in the 

P etition. , 

'1> He wQuld only farther observe that the qUe&-

(I J.J. r. V 1 •• 'j 
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tion was of such V;\st im'portan<;e <that it ought, 
not to be delayed in its aecision by questions 

c rtainly of very great importance, but whi~~ 
.eouM not be considered at the same time with 

the ~ubjec~ of the Company 's Charter. The ques. "-
, ' ti ~n be principally alluded to was that which 

respected the East India Com piny's ships. That 
w.as a large q\jc~.t.jon. which the -Court h.ad 
not DOW the means of deciding. But if they had t • 

before they adopted any pla'n upon the subject, 
they would necessari ly' have occasion to b~stow 
llp01il it a great deal of painful attehtion. He, 
submitt~d, that the Court was not called upon 9-t 

present to con<;ider that subject, becal:lse jt .formed 

no part of the business before them. 'And after 
pll, it was not their opinion that would decide 
tha t question, for it would be decided by other 
parties. Bu.t one thing was certain, that if the 
object contended for by lheOutports were granted 
10 them, it would be impossible to prevent -the 
mise-hief that would arise from those OutPO(t$ 
building ships, and bringing them home to this 
kingdom. It would be impossible to 'controni , 
them in what was so important to the welfqre 'at • 
the mother ' cOl:lntry ; while, on the other hand, 
the East India Company never built th~ i.r ships i 
India . 

. Mr. Impe,y said, he was sure there was no maljl 
who could be more sensible of the importance ?f 

nQ 
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unanimity in tHeir prdjeedings than he was; al1d 
he hoped the unanimity that had prevailed in the 
GGurt on the various discussion,s before it, would 
not) -at ' thi~ period, when those di:;cussions had · 
come almbst to a close, be distqrbed, by what he 
must ca'll, a sb-atagern 'Of the enemy.-( Hear! 
hear! lzcar!)-An observation had been just made, 
that if the Court approved of this Petition upon the 
'whole, "they ought not to cavil at partict;dar parts 
of it, nd enter into useless deliberations UpOll 
any unimportant or slight alter-ation. In that 
observation he fully concurred. He begged now 
fo reflect upon the line of conduct the Court had 
pursued, which had been voted so uI'farnimously. 
In these Resolutions there w"ere many points that 
b6th he himself, and many others, might have al· 
tel'ed for the better. But because he, and those 
gentlemen, conceived those resolutions contained 
the case of the Company substantially, they 
had ;ilistained from making objections of minor 
itnpottance for the purpose of exciting deGare. 

ihCe' he last had tile honour of addressing the 
;ourt, he had read the Petition with great care 

~ntl attention, and he was proud and happy to' 
b~ar his testimony to the great ability displayed in 
the c mpt>sition of ail its parts. It did appeal' to 
him to be impossible that the case of ·the (Jom· 

'any could be stated \.vith more comprehet1ihe 
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reasoning, more str~ngth of argument, or more 
persuasive eloqgence, than were to be found in 
that Petition: and whatever might"be the eVC;I}t 

·of the contest into which they w~re now forc€td, 
whether tbe Company were to be confirmed in 
the enjoyme~t of all their settlements, privileges. 
and immunities, or whether they were to be 
stripped of all tho:se advantages which they ,had 
proved themselves so worthy to possess; tha 
paper would be a splendid monument for th~ 

firmness and eloquence in which it ~s couched, 
and of the claims which the Company ha,ye been 
able to advance to the justice and gratitude of 
the country.-( Hear f hear f)-The Petition, in 
the first place, contained a short abstract of the 
history of the Company, and that, without doubt. 
was ptculiarly necessary; because it gave jnfor
mation, not only to the public, ~ut even to the 
MiJ)isters and Legislators of the Country. It was 
an undoubted and notorious fact, of which.he and 
many others in that Court had daily experience, 
thatJhere was the grossest ignorance pervading 
·the public mind upon the subject of East Iedia 
affairs; and, this ignorance was not confined to • 
~he great , pubJic;; for they had occasion every 
-da y to ;em,ark· how very ignorant even well in· 
·fQ.l'll}eq anp w~1l eduoated men were upon the 
supject of Iodia atfairs. Whilst these men would 
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be ,ashamed to ' converse, or even open their 
mouths, if they were not well 'acquainted with 
the history, !the power, and the pblity, of the 
Greeks, Egyptians, and Roman empires, they be
tr~yed no sort of shame at being wholly 19n rant 
of the steps by w~icb the East-India CompallY 
bad attained unrivalled power ,in India, · esta
bli.hed stations , that astonished even thOL w~o 
were acquainted with them, and in stituted a sys· 
tem ,of polity that would do honour to the wisest 
studies of. gm·ernmcnt. During 'the last half ceD· 

tury;wbile the British nation had been enga ged 
in many bloody contests, involved ih scenes · 
which had been as val~ious as they were nume
rous, and frequently as disastrous as they were 
.glor.iolls; such was the' character of the admini .. 
stratiQIl of the Company 's a'ffail's in India, that 
they had overcome all the opposition of their ene
:mies, and established 'peace and tranquillity upon 
a .foofing not to be shaken by external relations. 
The names of Cline, Hastings, C07'7lwalfis, and., 

. though last· not least., 1rellesle'y~ were names that 
would shine with peculiar splendour in the Bri .. 
Itisb annals. 'Jlhose m~n had estanlished .in that 
·Co ntry a syst-em of politics, and secured the Ern:.. 
.pfre upon 5ueh a basis··taat nothing but our own 
indiscretion could destr y.-(Hear! llear'J)-:" 
Tbt: Petition went on to state the rights of" tne 
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CqmpCj.py s a,n.d. he (:was sure that no language 
was ~uted, and noneiailed to be used to rna e 
the application 0 . those rights cornmen!urate· with 
the history of our Eastern settlements. he C u~t 
'had been told by' those who were not eminent 
fo(: their friendship to the Company, when the 
subjecot had bC!en before agitat~d within those 
walls, H that their lease was out," and that ob. 
servation had been repeated on a recent occa
sion in that Court. He was the more desirous of 
noting that remark, because it shewed ,the fallacy' 
~f the reasoning upon which those pers~ns wished 
to deprive the Company of the advantages they 
so justly enjoyed . • Those persons should be in
formed, tha! there was no truth in t11eir asserrion, 
and !hat the applicatiQn of it was inconsisten 
with the grounds upon which the Company's 
claims were founded. These persons should bo 
ipformed, that t~e key of India was the purr.hased 
propel'!]) of the India Company. They should 
be informed, that the India Company l~eld nol 
their possessions by the riE,ht of conquest, which 
was, indeed, a tenUJle that might be doubted.; but 
by purchase . . ,Such, w~s the means through whi 
they came possessed of St. H len~", BombayI' ,:M<J,-. 
dras, Bengal, ::nd Ca!cutta, the great emporium 
of British Iudi.t\. Perhap:. those bold. specu
lators, )\'ho now sought to iI)vadc their rights. 
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rnight be a ,little shaken in their hopes 'JL rio 
,'alling tht:; , British E<;\st-Indi Company's trade 

by any me'ans. withi~;I, ~ht.\) ~lv~ 1'heyr m(gbt, 
i~dced, rival, them jf tkY " ~buld" go, to ·their 
ports, under"1}1-e protection .of the Com?aoy';, 
cannon ';' but ' he ba:d better hopes of the wisdom 
and geuerosi ty of t~e ~Bl'iti$h Legisl~ture, than to 
suppose that,·,tHey would not ltesitate and delz'be
rqle upon ' the expediency of divesting ~he ' East 
India C.ampany of what he (Mr. Impey) 'called .., 

their unalienable rights, in those po~ts and batte
ries, by which their settlements iind trade were 
protected; especially when they ,cal!)e to re:' 
.collect that they were . erected;~ thei~ a'n~~s':' 
tors, and continued for t.wo hU)1~!'.ed ; iti~rs" - ,. t 
pase-hi the: :s~mfprop'ridOtS.::-The Petitioq al~o 
stated the Company's claims; and he would 
venture boldly to state, that uever, in th.e history . , 

of mankind, were there any subjects of any. em
pire that could ad vance sllch .rational and ' such 
juSt ·.clail,1ls upon the justice ,and gratilude .. of 
theIr l country: 'Vhat, he asked, were ·the 
claims t1!~y ad~anced ? W.11at 'were ' their me~its ? . 
Wh~t the justice of th'air ca!lse? A vast empire, ,' 

supported'by priYileges.,of,tpe most valuabJe kind 
. -extende3.by. a s~ri'cs of:lh~ most brilliant mili

tary successes- regulated upon the soundest· p,r.iil
ciples of politicfl,l wisdoI!l-equalJy calqllated .to 
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1'> ornate·the welfare of the E~pire itself, a~d pro
~ure 'Iastjng b!lefit to the ~q her, cO\lp,try: ' an 

establishJ'!lent which Ead been n~w long flouris~: 
¥1g, and. this too, without any ~p'en'ce . .(>r tJ.ouble 
~o Hie parent country : '~ possession which ~aS' 
maintaine? t~)r.hy the East,lndia Company in 
the nature ,Dr a trust t-.-Sudi were the claims 
they J1ad to' ' adv n'ce upon tb~ justice ' and gt.a
~jtude J of "their . <;;~untrr; '· He had heard, and 
be h~d read, of ~,y . ~ 1l~,:aJ.~tu ~ :?f ~ations. to t~eit: 
most .,m~ri.t~r~p:lls ' .~. ~l~is ;, ~~, pad hea,rd ,Qf !he 
execu ion of •• a PhociQn,. and the b~mj~hment ' f 
aD I:bnllibal; but happy.he yv,as ' to 'say, tba,t those < 

a<;:ts' of · inj,u.sti~e and .i~g[atitQdt: \;er~ tbe acts 
. ~f ~ec1ioill! S;.ates'.: they ~ere. symp.to.ms w~ic1~ 
lndlc.atecHne progress of theIr rum and d~3so1utJ'on. 
Bulb ~ould: not imagine' that this glorious na- . 
tion, .. which· .ha~ · maintained the most· arduous 

struggle 'in the ~nn'a'1s 0't th~", 'Y0rl?~ t~ up~101~ the 
liberties of EUT<?pe again~t the rh'a'6hi'nations of '\ 
powerful enemy, :w:o;.tld . ~ct so ungrateful a part 
towards a, C;ofOpanx which 'had added the ,proudest 

,jewe. t~ , ~b~ ,British ..... Crown,. And .for what pur- , 
pose, be wa~ldask ? For the .purpose of a com
'm ercial , specqi~( on· ! -(Hem! hear I) - If this 
unwi'Se step sh<?Jl}d be reso. ed upon, he hesitated 
not to saYl that.it mtlst, be , ~ar .'cd into e",ecutiOl~ 
~~on prinpip-ies ·~o~ only i~ ' di-rect cont.r~dict.~?~ 

p 



d modem xpetience, but in contradidioQ! to 
the experience of the whole wotld.-(l:lonrt 
'f.. " j I ll " , r.ear./ 

The honourable gentleman (Mr. Hlime) wlfo 
had oppos~d the whole cour-se of their proceedin~ 
10 ' thi important question. had thought proper to , 
n6tice, with drsap\>robati'On, 1hose words in the 
Petitibn; " that the petitio:1er~ 'Submit, that tt)~y 
1Vo111d nbt be contented ,to become t'larties tC':> any 
system which, on c~nsiderat-ion, should appear 
to them would be likely ,to prbvo! an illusion." 
He would a. the honourable gemleman, ,whe. 

th~r he meant ' to say; t at . the COlnpany rvVl1ltl J • 

be justified in becorping parties t6 such a systetn; 
If. they thought it an illusion.? Entertaining:· ~s 
the Company did, so unanimous a sentJment 

I . . 

uport this subject, and 'hav.iog decided that the 
/ 

measure proposed by Ministers would be a: dc-
Jusion upon the mere,hants seeking an open 
trade, as their hopes could not be gratified j 

. and, 'believing that ,it would be a complete de· ' 

iusicih to suppose those g~ntlemeh 'Could 'carry 
on the trade ' when they ent~red upon :it:;i !the 
Company could not he justified in ' becommg 

parties to such a measure. " If he ufidetlstood the 
, c>pinion of the Court correctly,r anti' .-if l1eo dtdy 
~ppte'ciated their interests; they wOM1tio.-ihde "'be 

st uhjustiticrble if they did·rtot' state 'to' the . . 
'" . 
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gislature hat their s...entiments were upon t i. 
subject. It had been said," that, it , Wils.the duty 
of the Company to obey the Legislature, whatevPI 

.its decision might be." But he did coptend, that 

it was not the duty of the Company, in a matter 
Qj compact, to agree to anJJ tGrm which such 
R legislature might think it necessary to d~ctat~. 
Would the hOJlourabJe gentleman go the li:~I)gt 
of saying, if it was prop()s~d , that the 11'\(f 

Co&;npany should CQntinll~ to direct the affai~$, qf 
. India, without the China trade, that the CompaQ1 

cOl,Jld perform ~heir appointed trust \,JPQJl th Sf 

.J;enm r, ShQuld. they, he would Clsk, he justified. ·n 
l>~co{lliQg par1ies to tbilt delusion upon the; 
.p»!?lio? H"Qw did the present ~isposition of Mi~ 
nisters differ fram that, if the petitiq.n,ing fDr a 

'free trade for the outports would ultimately ]elld 
to the qestruction of ,the Chili Sf tr~cle? In hi1# . . 

. .opinion, " if the East-Ipdt~ Company were d{:-
cided upon th~ poi;Qt, it wQ.uld be illusory, a ~ 

'unjustifiable, in the extreme, in Ib,em not to tate 

to the Legi 1atUfe that they were unable~ on uch 
con itions as were proposed, to tarry on' t];lf~ ~-

... smess of the Company_ He :vasjSf(UY 0 ob r , 
when, the Courllast met, that the sa~ hl1oou/-

, able..gentleJl1fln .w~o PfI,Q t }sen, what h d , been 
.;i c~lI~d, so iog lar fJ line of co 4 t in thi C I,Jrt, 
~T~is~e~ in p ~t}..ng. th~t ~ )~ Dire t~ri p!1.slpeen 

p 2 



ro~ 'nt1"espect bf the Degociatlon they h d had f 

with His Majesty!s Minisrers. He '" a sorry that 
I}~\ houH persist in that ass~rtion; because, in 

'the present stage of the business, it could be at~ 
tendea with no g,ood end : an?, certainJ~, it very 
ill accorded with the professions of friendship 
the honourable ge ntleman held ' -out for a . system 
of which he had been pleased to express his 
strongest . approbation : but, he would ~ay, that 

if the Court were unanimous amongst themselves, 
be aid not despiilir of a ~atisfac ory adjustment of' 

this subject. , F0r his own part, he highly ap" 
proved the conduct of the Dire.ctors in the nego
~iation, It was not true, that they held out any 
eeling of reluctance. to meet the proposal . of Go

vernment; on the contrary, they had stated, that 
. they would, undertake to come to an amicable 

Clgreement with the Government, if the' proposal 
&hOlll!l be effectually insisted upon, and . ..even bf 
fi)eJ'thought it ~b : olutely ruinous • . 
. He· was sorry to find that he had U11fortunately 

given offence to the honourable gentlema~l by same 

xpressions used by .him (Mf. Impey) at the last 
'Cour ; inwhich becalJed the honourahle gentleman 
an enemy to the East India C;mpan~. He assured 
tht . Court he . had no ,wish 'Whatev~r to ,detract 

hi rhb almraeter of that .hoRQurabl.e gentlemliO, 
slJ(:b a declaration. Jnd~ed, ·at- first,.~ he -;wa~ 



, :os 
!"not conscious·that he hacl nnade use1()f allY" such 
expression, or that any bbservation had fallen 

, from him which' c(i)uld procure such an eR:t1.ct 
, upon the honourable gentleman's feeliogs; .but he 

found, from the printed report of the, debates, 
wCirdswere imputed to him, and which, hedar'ed 
to say, were used, to this effect: " that it was .not 
'everyetlemyof the Eahlndia Company who was s() 

liberal ac; the honourable gentleman;" or, in ot,her 
words, that the honourable gentleman was more 
liberal ~ban other enemies of the East' India Com
'pany. . The words he could' not recall; but. he 
l}oped the Court would give him jeave to rjus\lify 
thetn .as well as he cou1d. t In the first place be 
<:crtainly never thought that in accusing . the ho.-
110urable gentleman of being an enemy to ~he 

. .eol~pany he could be consid,ered as having ca, t 
"an imputation opon his moral character. Every 
one knew that Adam Smith was an enemy to the 
India Company. Every body knew alsOi that 
Mr. Burke was no friend to the Company; yet no 
man :thou,ght proper to make that a subject of im
putation upon their. moral chatacten. ,All he 

r co~ld mean by what he said was merely 'lfl im
t ,putation upon the .honou rable glmtJemaQ'li in.te/
:; ledual •. aod not his moral, cbar;Jcter: <Iud if the 
,\ 111oDQur'lple g.:mtlemim conceived that tbese.wordi 

, "n ,tbe Petitlo!\. elating ,to the jllusion sbould J b~ 
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left out, all that could be said was, that thct 
blame' must be 1hrown upon the whole COUIt , if 
th.t;y could not concur in hi sentiments. But he 

really thought, when the honourable gentleman 

had ma<;le up his mind to act the part he h~ct 
taken in the Court, he ought ats~ to have made 

lip his mind to btl considered as an enemy of the 

Company. ' That honourabJe geotJeman had op~ 
posed their statements, and thrown every obstacle 

e could, in the way of their proceeQhlgs, and 
every word of the honourable gentlem~n shewed 

as all must admit, that the honourable gentleman 

was an enemy of the 'India Comp-any. l.f thi!$ 
!Was the case he was at a loss to reoonc.il~ th~ 

~cmduct of the honourable gentleman with b\s 
~xpres . ion, when QI! declared that he threw the 

imputat i.on back into the teeth of the person 

who had designated him as an enemy, to the 
Company. The inference of this was, that they 

w~re the enemies of the Company who advocated 

fhei'f ca~se ; 'and, to simple minds. it would seem 

from thence, that the honourable gen~leman . wDS 

the 071Jy friend, and that the East-India Compa,ny 

were enemies to themselves !-(Afuc1t laughter.) 
But the hotiourable gentleman was not ooly not 

cJn ented with assuring d1e Cmhpany that he 
was no! tbeir .enetpy, but he '\: '6~ld have tl\e 
Court believe that the merchants of the OutpQl1S 



~e hot their enemies. Now" jf th~ merchant. 
were not ,their enemic::s, he much lampoted 

that the Company had been so egregiously de .. 

. ceived with ' respect to their intentions, and it 
.would have been much to their satisfaction 

if they had 'b~e{l , apprized of this, in ord'er that 

they might nbt only avoid ruin by their 0 n 
means," but that they might.have the satisfactiol\ I 

of falling by the daggers of their own friends-
like Cresar, whose assassins hailed him with 
obsequious reVeNtlCe at the moment when their 

l>argtlards wete rai ed for ' h is destructioq . ...-.
'(Rear! luar I) ] f he had inclined· to be poetical 

'Upon this subject he could rct'mind the Cuurt .Qf 
an adage which they must all remember:-

<t An open foe may prove a curse, 
" B~t a grelended friend is w~rse:' t( 

:And as the honourable gentleman pretended to 
e one of the warn) friends of the Company. h.e 

,4Wl:>uld' beg leave, to 'ask, what were the tribut 

,cl that friendsh~p? The continued opp~itioo Df ' 
he honourable gentle~an had mad~ him ,tQe~ 

fniend, jU&t as too great partiality fur hi,s ,~nel1Ji 
had. ihstliUcted ,him in the duties of their jnrere • 

nd the disinterested feelio~ of the h9nour~p!e 
'~ntleman r minded him of another oU21qt ff 



... eminent p ct, which tolerahly well depictt~ 
the sourc;:es of his friendship: , , 

" It Ancl set our interest8 and our passions free, 

.. My frien,d may have the meat that injures me. Of 

.r 

Now;. he would take leave to ask, whether 
tM' '~onourable gentleman, if he had lool ed-:-at 
the petitions of the Dutport'S, would not . ad-

' mit, that . there were in them many calumnies 
and many assertions hostile to the East-India 
Company? For he had not heard that honourable .. 
gentleman shew the slightest indl-goation against 
any of them, which he certainly would have 
Gone had he been sincerely the friend of the 
Compa~y. r~e .court had a right to ask thi&.. 
of him; and if he really entertained those seoti. 
ments of friendship for the interest or" the COf!l
pany's claims, he trusted he would no longer 
oppose them,-no longer disseminate JangulJge 
and principles which might be seriously iojmious 
t() those whose friend he prof€ssed to be. If the 
'hOnourable gentleman should pursue the same 
Ji11e of .conduct, it wouldhe impossible to believe 
that there was any sincerity iQ his declarations; 
and b • . must at once be pronounced to be all 

e~m} ;' on the other hand, should he alter the 
line. Q£ conduct whi h he had hitherto pursued:. 
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and · prove h:mself the. sincere ' friend of the 
Company, it was unnecessary to say tha~ the 

~ Court would be thoroughly gratified by his ex
~rtion s. He (Mr. Impey) was sorry to ~ave taken 
up so much of the time and attention of the 
Court., The crisis was near .approaching when 

ther would come to the formal business of pre
senting the Petition to Parliament ;-a Petition 
which, if it ,vas in substance true, 00 man ought 

. to cavil at its inferior p'oints. He antiei"pated an 
unanimous vote upon this question, and that the 
Petition would be presented to Parliament un~ 

altered. 
'The amendment, as moved by Mr. Hume', 

w.as t~en read by the Clerk; and the question 
, was put · by the Chairma~, " that those words ~ 

stand part of. the Petition," when it was ne- ' 
,gatived w.ith only two hands in its fa.YQtlr. 

Mr. lfume again rose and said, that, seeing the 
disposition of the Court, he should not persist 
in moving what he conscientiously -conceived 
to be sound objections to the P etition and the 
right course of .proceeding on the present occa· 
sion. If simple assertion was to be brought 
forward, and stated in Qppositio!l to what ,he had 
offered as facts,. and giv.en from the actual ac .. 
~ounts laid belore be public aod the House of 
Commons itielf; and, if simple declaration, on 

J 
q, 



the part< of honourabJ~ gentlemen, were to be 
recei ed as ' proofs 'in answer to what he lhad of
fered as facts in the case, he thought it' Was wholly 
~nnecessary for him to attempt any thing further 
in that Court. This, however, he would under
take to say, that he could not admit, for ,one 
l'110memt, the imputation that any unworthy mo
tive had actuated him in any part -of his conduct; 
and if he did not think that, in withdrawing 
from the East-India Company a part of their \'a
rio us expences and commercial engagements. 
and allowing a participation of the trade to the • 
Outports, would be attended with benefit to the 
country as well as to their best interests, he 
should not for a moment hav~ ventured to oppose 

any thing offered to the Court. Already he had 
stated an instance of the 'str9ngest' and most im
portant nature, for the purpose of shewing the 
necessity of alleviating the national <l istresses of 
the country; and he should not, at this time, re
flew his observations upon that subject, Upon the 
matter of illusion, it was considered by honourable , 
Proprietors, who spoke in the c;ourse of this daYt 
that the opening of the trade to India was an 
illusion. He could have given an instance." ~l 

strong as ever was known, and as , ever ' oc
cupied the , attention of any political body; 
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for the purpose of Wustrating I the su.bjccf'-, and 
~ewing the fallacy of that idea. He alluded to 

events io Spain, when that country was the 
centre of all trade for the commerce of Euro~: 
What, he would ask, was -the cry ot ruin and 

starvation-
Mr. P07'1I.tlzer ' spoke to order" and said that 

,the honourable gentleman had already spoken, 
and there was no question before the Court. 

The Chairman said he understood the honoU1~· 
able Prdprietor to say, that he did not mean.to 
persist in his other amendments. 

Mr. HnnIe said, in his other amendments he 
ceI'tainly did not mean to persist. .;, 

The Clwinnan said, if that was lme case he 
would submit to the honourable·. Proprit:tor that 
any further speech was unnecessary. ' 

A cry of stuestilm now prevailed om.~ough the 
C~mt. 

Mr. Hume thought it might appear "er.,. exj 

h'aor~lim.ary if,. having COil'€! before the Court to 
prop<!l'Se a m-encLrnents, hoe had retireti d de-t 
«.lim!ut su.pporting th.elIllr~ without! as~igl'ling bis 
.lusom:s for swrh c;ond:~t, . AIl tbat WQukl' ap}JlflH' 
extremely incomsis ent, e hoped me auld, Qo 
a:llnwcr'd tJ.Jl sta.te: iUs, reasons £. w'it:hcira.wi.ng- tb 
fll..Wtndm tsT and ~h~ ho woul n.o.t lilr~ss '~ 

Q2 
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question.-(Cries of !?<!,lestion! question'! gUts. 
tion!) He would not take up the time of the 
Court, as he saw it was . determined he shouid 
110t be heard . (-No ! no! 110 !) 

The Chairman begged jt might be understood 
that there was not the I sljght~st disinclination 
eith r before or behind the 'bar to hear any thing 
the honourable Proprietor might think it neces
sary to suggest; but, learning that he meant to 
withdraw his amendments from the consideration 

. of the Court, it did appear to him that his obser
vations wer~ somewhat irrelevant. He begged . 
pardbn for making use of that expression ; but he 
really thought the course the honourable gentle
man was now pursuing was wide of the question 

.'before the Court, which he apprehended was 
~impJy to approve of the Petition. If the honour
aBle gentleman had persisted in his amend
'm nts, he might have taken a more extensi\'e 
-stope of argumen-t; but as he had very kindly and 

, • eonsicierateJy, for the benefit (1f the Court, de
clared hat he would not take up their time, by 
further opposing the Petition, he (the Chairman) 
sbouJd sub'mit whether the question ought not 
-now to be put upon the Petition? 

Mr. Bume saId he had onl} two points to urge; 
'but as there was no disposition to hear what he: 

• l j 



, . 

. ' had to say ... he ce(tainly should not trespass upgn 
.. the attel~tion of the Court. 

Mr. Randle Jackson spoke to order. He 
. said, if the 'honourable gentleman was to be , ~t

lowed to sit down or stand up whenever he 

·plea~ed, there would be no end of their diseus
slOns. Nothing. be was persuaded, would be 

more painful to that Court than, on a que tion of 

such great importanceJ that an impression should 
go forth of any honourable gentleman being com-' 

. pelled to sit downJ because the Court would not' 
give him a hearing. The honourab le gent1eman . 

certainly was perfectly ri ght in attempting to assign 

his ~easons tor not per~isting in his proposed amend" 
ments; but, according to the decla ration which 

had now fallen from the' Chair, he was b6und, at' 

matter of respect to the Court, and as a rule ot , 

public debate, to con fine himself strictly to· 3" 

declaration of those reasons why he did not per .. 

. sist in his amendments. He (Mr. R. J.) was: 

an xious it should not go forth to the puhlic. 

that the declaration now made by the honourable 

gentleman was foundell in truth. Such a de
diration would indeed appear to be very ex tr,a

ordinary, when it was recollected that the. 
honourable gel) tJeman h:ld distinctly avowed 

.and acknowJedg d 11 had . be,'lI heprd to the· 
I . 

full extent of his own wishes. Such was th~ ad .. 



i.oA of h~ hGnQ4ra Ie geptleman uptln ( 
former day .. which he sup 0 ~d thehQ:nQ~r, 

ge-ntleman: WQqld bardly ve.nture to, ~tny) . 

n,." h &\ publication, since sent fortb into thf; ~ . 

iT~ by th.at bonpura!?le genth~roanf fully. co~'t 
1in.Md. The CQurt, therefore, '}lust 'not all~w 
'l\ifD tQ ciepar~ from his QW admis ion. Certainly" 
·ffP~ th1! qisp~11 iQIl mqnifest~c;l · by that hOQO,Ut1 

. ,eAtl~man, it WClS pretty c~rtajn th4t if hi, 
. ~liJ)Clitj9fls were~Adl)lged, he- would talk. dow,", 
~, Sfllnm~r's un .~( f/. 4llt-gh)-yet he h~d en., 

~¥e.d the opportu~ity of being h~ard , fully and 
faiJ,ly t~ th.t7 extent of his owo · wishes) he (Mr~ 

l"ei\so!'ll himself bei~g ~rn.ong the auditors of hi. 
~~<\ted speeches upon this subject i;- and certainly · 
~~ a.<;i"ll'iw~d it to be d~sil'ab le that ba s,ho14~d 

Jmv~ b,etm heard" because it W<\S imp~l:ta.nt tc'\ thl 
th~rQct6r of the Court; . and, feeling it equ,aH~ 

8§ \~rtant that the hoO(>urable ge-AtlA~~ 

'lcj no~ 1)e alk>w.ed to dedare out ef ~he Count 
thf\\ b~ ha<l n~t h~q <\ patient he.ari~g, . ~ dti.4 

that h~, welild now be attend d to with all· 
.., r~peqt du.e to lC\lent!S li~e- his., an€! tb.~t t~e 
~~ w(}1,l.ld- ' l i ~ t(m to ~tlkh ' rea~Qns as h.i.s hesl 

~~~ent mjght sugg;.es~ . 

• lIl~(! SAi<k tl~ if,,~.n a former oeeaslQllt: 
. had . koo:wlqdg~Q, that ~ had been fllHl . 

( , ~ Jlill~ rd ~ dia · <l~kllQWles4:g:ment \ll~ 
. ,~ 

", . 
.. 
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due to ' fh~"'ibdulgence and kindness of the Court • 

but the "allusion w~ich the honourable' ProprietGt' 

had made as to his having ihtimate'd that such 

itldulgence was not bestowed upoh him, that \TI' 

tn~t the time of which he complained. It was 

a subsequent occasion ,whefl, he w.as sorry te 

~y) that a very different di'sposition was rflat1 

fested towards him; but, at present, he was di .. , 

couraged from proceeding ill the 6bservatioffi 
he Was abdut to maK.e, when -he observed , thaf -
however irrelevant the observations of othe{Pr-{Jill ' ' 

prietors w ere, and many such he had heard in th. 

coarse of this debate, the rigid rule, which w 
now adopted against him, had not been eDfor~ 

towards othe rs. However, as he saw some 
symptoms of a disposition now to hear him, he 
mould allud,e to the fact he had intended to brin 

forward before. It was a notoriong·eircumstllno 

in history that there was a similar outcry ill 

Spain; when that country was the empbrium ' o~ 

commerce, to that which now assailed the ears 

everyone upon the sub" t of East·lndia affairs., 
when it was proposed t move the trade of th t 
'C0untry from Cadiz to Corunna,. the · argumen • 
and the outcry on that occasion were; that destroo .. 
tion was to 'take place~ to the commerc~ of (li<t 
eQunt ry. 

lie had now itatc:d every 'thing he. Wishe4 t() 



, 
state; because he was sati 6ed, that if he ",en: 
tured more the COllrt would again think he wcw 

.• anderiog from the . subject. It was perfectly 
impossible that he could be deemed regular, after . 
what had faUen from the Chair; and as he could 

~ not hope that gentlemen would go along with 
him in 'a concurrence -of sentiment, he certainly 
should not trespass longer on the attention of the 
Court.-(C1'l·fS oj Go on.'go on!)-The honour
able. gentleman continued : and said, that he 

thought it was perfectly unnecessary and use
less for him -to go on, when he perceived . the 

feeling of the Court towards him. He was 
aware, that when he stated his reasons for mov
jng.his origina1 amendment, the hOI1 Gurable gen
tleman, who sat within the bar (Mr. Thornton), 
had declared, that in poi t of oppositio~, nothing 

~ot1ld in uce him to agree with his (Mr. Burne's) 
amehdfnent....,.. (Xo, '20! '10 slich Ihillg !) 

The D rputy Chairman (Mr. Thornton) . said, 
~ 

he w'ish d , to be understood, that it was not on 
account of opposition to the honourable gen
tleman that he did n gree with his amend. 
ment; because he should think that a very un-. 
worthy motive, which never could operate on 
his ' mind. Bot it was from the manner in. 
which the honourable gentl\!mul'l propos{'(l., t 

live up a previolls motion, that he could 
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not gi-ve his anction to' a ugg stion ' which h 

thought would be -e~tremely defrimental ·to th 

Country. He tlierefore begged leave to set to 
. ho~ourrrble gentleman . right, by a surin~ }lim, 

that he had no unworthy motive for opposing I:ti~ 

amendment. 

Mr. Rock now attempted to address the Court; 
but his voice wa. drowned by the cry of :lues· 
Lion! fluestioll ! 

.Mr. Hume again rose. He said, he was on}y 

stating one of fifty reasons why he was dj~cou

raged from proceeding, and why he was dp.terred 

from going on with such observations as occurred 

to him. He had taken down the honourable 
gentleman's (.Mr. Thornton) word s, and he took 

them down right, he was sure. The words, he 

said, were these: "that previous to coming into 

Court he saw no particular objection to those 

words being left out; but now, seeing the quar

ter from which the proposition came, and the 

manner of its being done, he, for one, hoped the 
amendment wou'ld not be adopted." He ap

peal d to the Court, whether he was not correct? 

The hDn. gentleman had said, that although h 
admitted tba t the words were immaterjal, they be

came matter Qf ]reat consequence, because the 

prDpDsal tQ '~~~1Ve them 0 1t came frDm him ( r. 

Hume) . urely, when such a dj pDsition as thi~ · 

R. 



, , . 
was manifest~d towards him, was he at justig~~ 

tin saying, that there seemed to be nb inclina i0
1n 

, t2 give him a patient hearing? This sbewkd, ngt .. 
,withstanding the sincere professions he had maad, 
of good-will towards the Company, thtlt the ho· 
Jlourable gentleman proceeded on the idea of his 
being" an enemy. H~ appealed to the recollec
tion and justice of the Court, whether the sol~ 

ground of his proposition was not his wish that 
the C~urt should be unanimous in their sentiqlents 
tupon the subject of their Petition, and that they , 
sbould agree to nothing which should afford 
ground for any thing like cavil o~ the part ,qf 
those who were enemies of the Company. He 
wished clearly to bl! understood, notwithstand
ing what an honourable gentleman . had said f 

(ihat he was 'a new convert upon this subject, he 
was by no means so indifferent to the interest and , 
welfare of the Company for that reason. That 
honourabie gentleman had remarked, that new 
,converts w~re no~ generally so sin'cere ill their 
~ntiments, and so zealous to propagate their 
fai h as th~ old disciples of the system. The ho. 
llourable gentleman \-vas mistaken in his i'ideas 
.. u~n that subject; for it was generally remarked1 

that~new converts were remarkable for . their zeal 
in th;"ile~ doctrines they had ' enib~~ced, and h~ 
trusted the Court would fi nd in him as worthy a 

" .. 'C 
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disciple as any of the most zealolls of their 
(ric,nds. But really he should consider r himse f 

,. <') v 
obtrqding on the time of the Court, if he were to 

, J , . ' J 
go through all the observatIOns he should wIsh 0 

'have made in support of the other objections to 
I . , 

this petition. , Trusting, however, that fhese ' 
points to whi'ch he had taken exception would b~ 
e~plai'ned elsewhere in' the wayan honourable 
gentleman had ~tated, he should not now trespass 

~n'y further c:m the ti~e of the Court. 
The questi('lO was then put upon the Petition, 

, ' ~ , 

and carried, with only one dissentIent vote. ' 
A second Petition to Parliament, to 'enable the 

Company to raise money, if it should be nece~~ 
sary, to m~et the bonds tHat had been paid, and 
other calculations rerating to the East India Com· 

., I 

pany's affairs, was then laid before the Cou~t, 

read, and agreed to. 
The Chairman stat'ed to the Court, that thete 

were two ~ther Petitions to be r~ad, whi~h were 
merely Petitions to the House of Commons to re" 
.ceive the Peti,tions which the Court had just ap. 

pr,oved of. , \ 
The Petitions were the-n read, and agreed to 

\lnanimousJy. ' , 

. , t~e qJlai1'nzan then said. he had only to mov~ 
t . at the COl1'\pany's ieal be affixed ' to th~ ~eti:-
'!\! t.J " 

twn't 't .'- ~ /. I i 
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j Mr.Hul?lC;.~sls~d, whether 't wa~.n()t usu61) 1 ~n 
Petitiops like the !w.o .1~t ,ag,e~d .to~ {qr t]1 ;Pe
~ titipnet: toprflY that they TItight be heard b their 
' Goup,~eJ) if necessary. . ~ 
. The Chairmal~ ~4id, he beJieved nO,t; .hut 1if the , 

retitioner~ ,again.st thy COD;lP~'y wished to be 
,hear{I' by Counsel~ th~n it wou,ld, be necessary for 
; the ,East India Company t<;> have COllnsel also. 
• Mr. IIume observed, he h~d merely mentioned 
it, as it occurred to ,him. it might be necessary. 
, . The Cqairman re'plied, that th~ Company 'mllst 

Yr~jt for the occasion, if Counsel ~hould be ne

.ce~sary . . 
The question for putting the Company's seaUo 

the PetItions was then carried unanimously. 
,. I The ques,~ioO', " that this ~ourt do now an

journ,," having been put by the Chairman, 

_.: ~{r. Rqndlt: Jackson rose. He begged pardon 
for r~s' ng. at this hour of the day to trespass on the 
at ention pf the Court: but he did . it with a view 

I ' . -

pf calling their notice to the further papers just 

J>u?J~~hed. i?y the CompanY' (No.8.), re peotinl?' 
tq~. n~e~oci.~t' 01;1 ~ r:. a renewal of the E;as~ India 
CorpRar.X:S , privneg~s., Those papers pl,.lrported 

~ to~c,09 t~~I}. an answer to , tbe arguments -urged jn 
1 e P$!tit' O~s ,from the Outports against tQe r • 
,n~wJ t, f jt,h: Cppw.any's Chc:rt~, r. , ;rhe Compa.ny 

fi~gr: _ :~n Jnf9rmed by que of ll,is Majesty·aa .. I ..... j ill' 



pri,nej'pal S.ecrefaries of State, in his leiter 0 the 
4th 6f January,' that ")tlrey might have toe 'P~ti- " . 
fions presented to Parliament in the course of the 
last session laid before them, for the purpose ·of 

ascertaining- the species 0 .( atgmhents which had 

'induced His Majesty's Ministers to be of opi

nion, that ~he import trade from the East Indie~ 
should not be confined to the Port of -Londo'n '; 

and as the Company felt it their duty to submit 

to the Legislature. such representations as they 

thought necessary for the security of their privi

leges, they had· availed themselves of that offer 

'50 made to them. The Court, he was persuaded, 

would bear t estimony to the ability and the con
vincing arguments contained in those papers, in 
answe r to the demands of the Outports. The 
difficIIlty, of their task mLlst have, indeed, been 

very great, when they considered the mass of Pe

titions, heavy beyond all example, which the 

Court of Directers had to peruse. Perhaps their 
. reply to the propositions contained in those Peti

• tions \'Vas the completest answer that could be 

"giV'en upon uch a subject. He would not n~\.v 
. ~nt.er into a recapitulation of tJle important de

lta ils contained in those papers, though the state-

. (nents w~re as succinct as it was 'possible for the 
,rn~st hicid- arrangement, and rhe strcngest '1an
guage'to make: and though the reasons set 'forth 

.' '~~e of the most ~oncfu5i\'e nature, in 'favs>ur of 
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t~ Company, nd would not fail. he: hoped, of 
¥la~i,~g a deep impression,upon the mmds 'of- HIs, 

~aj€s.ty~S, M~nisters, yet he was afraid that' the 
:p:tpers, were - too voluminous to allow a general 
~(usal of them; and, consequently. the o~ject of 
,he. \-ourt would be defeated. however powerful 
the argument, and however convincing ' the rea-
oQjng~ He therefore thou.ght .it was of the 
i~eat~st importance to their- cause that this re
po,rt should on some future occasion, be com
~I;es~ed into a more substantial and concise form,. 
~, thrown into a 'few short but expressive resoiu-

. ,toos, in order that those who run might 1'ead-. 
to. induce the public and everyone interested in 
.hi~ qu.estion. to hear the reasons, and read the 
ar.gument of the' Company-this was a most 

. d:~s.irable object to attain; e'specially when he· 
~<;>nsjdere tbe ex.tremely important propositions 
<tQ~tained in that Report. (For this Report" 

. se~· ' be A"ppendix.] He would not detain 
th~~, by recittng those propositions,. which struc~ 
~i.s mind to be the most important; bU.t among 
Qtber-s,. ~bere was. one which he could not re~ . , . 
sis.t s.tating to the Court... It had been tiotori ... 
Ooij,s)y. said, but fallaciou,Sly. argued, that the tast 
lI¥ii.a. Company possessed ' what was v'uigarl¥., 

. tatJ~d.J a mon()poiy ~n: the tliad\~ to lri'di~. ArI~ 
'. a~ who re(,l.d th<;J,.t report dj'spassi0oateiy, woult! 

b~ ~Qn'lio.ced of the er(on~ou.~. impression whi~~ - . 
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~,ad go~e abr~ad on this subject. He would finc!, 
• " .. .... ,. f 

upon the . rnost satisfactory dociuf!lents containe 
I • 

in that report, that no le?s than £33,000,00 ?f 
·-money had been employed in commercial trans
~ctions, 'without the Company's havicg any ~ar. 
'ticipation . with that rneasure. Besides this, there 
Were a variety of other mos t important staternents 
upon the subject of the China trade, which shewed 
how fallacious the vic;':; entertained by the 'pubJiJ 
Were. The subject also of what Was called

l 
t1l~ 

Company's "ighls, was rnost ably treated. It Was 
asked, what rights had the Com pany? 'Whel\ , 
they talked of rights, what did they rnean ~ 
.. They had no rights," it ' was said. Surely the 
public should entertain a just view of the subject. 
Such a corporation as the India Cornpany rnu~t 
have great and important rights, n~twithstandiIlg 
the expiration of their Charter. Surely the, pag. 
se~sion which they enjoyed and had acquired ili 
India; the commercial relations they had esta· 
bJished under ,the sanction of the oharter granted 
them in 179!~, werc ri!;hh as dear to them, and 
a5 v?1uable as the pri v ilege~ enjoyed ubder the 
Charter of the Corporation of London. Therefore; 
when the Court tal ked of righ ts, they rne~nt 

t~ose ri&.hts claimed umler existing chaiters ;' a~d 
when they t~:ked of being ruincd

f 
by the de'pri .. : , 

,'alion of. their charter~ they called those ground., 
J • .. .. '} . ' ':> 
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':Ipon which they sought a contiI?uanc of ~f, llot 

rights but claims; and certainly, in point 1 of 

justice, this was the fair principle upon which ' 
'\heir appeal could be made to the justice and . 

the: gratitude of the country. What Were the 

~lailT!s of the Com pany '? They had established 

;t system Qf government unex,ampled ' in , the ' 
' ~istory of any colonial ttlement. They had 

J2fOvided regulations advantageous to th~niselves 
a~ld to th eir mother country, and they had created 

a P9pul tion beyond all calculation great. These 

were the grounds u pon which, not the Com

pany's rights, but their claims w ere founded. , 

The Company wat; much misrepresented when 

~t was stated that they called that a right by 
which they desired the continuance ,of an ex

c1usive trade to Innia. Such was not the case. 

The Company merely called them claims, and not 

rights. This, and a variety of other misrep're

sentarions, in which -the Company had been 

subjected, the paper he n<ow allu,ded to "would 

completely explain. PIe took this occasion to-' 

vindicate the Compariy from any disposition on 

'their parts to reject all al erations in the plan by 

~hich they enjoyed the exclusive trade to ,India ; ' 

but he apprehended that it was impossible ~ 

more perfect ystem of gov~roment 0uld be 

~stablished than that now acted upon in India,. 
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had)Hrned out to ljeJ and he thought it wa. i -
possible to make ,any akeration in the political 

$ystem by which the East was governed, without 

'endangering the secu~ity of our mpire . in India: 

D(}~jrous , oowever, as he was, that the report to 

which he ~ had adverted might be attended with 

the greatest possible advantage in removing tho~~' 
misreprese1)tations and prejudices by which the 
public judgment was warped upon this subject, 

he feIt a strong wish that it might be reduced 

to such a form which, while, on the one band, by 
its brevity, it lost none of the spirit of the original, 

and, on the other, iDsured the certaintv of its 
intended effect. He should not now, however, 

trespass upon the time of the Court by offering 

any propositio.n upon .the subject; but certainly" . 
at some fut ure Court, w ithout its being called for 

the pu rpose, he shouJq propose something in the 
nature of these four short ·resolutions containing , 
the spirit of ,the report. With ~his intimation, 

p rhaps he would at the next Court, or the 

~arliest , convenient seaSOD, take the lib rty of 

offering some proposition of thaf nature. 
The Rev. Mr. ThirlrvaLl b gged to remark; 

with ~e!pect to the pape~s alluded to. by the . 

honourable' P roprietor, that.? · for his own Fart~ a 
more lur:ninous ~,blication, Ot more cony'ncing . 

. argument he never ,read . They were su h.,a " 
s 



jmpress~d u,r,a.n is,mind {be strppgest lCoov.icticm 
, . I 

Qf ...toe unallsw,erable mf!rits 9f the Incila ,, ~om ... 
PilOY's cause. He would sUQmit, th¢refore, that 
'jnstea pf ,abridging them of one word, as the 

honourable' and learned gentleman pa:QRo~.ed, tl;ley 
Q gbt to I!.na!n in their present une.' ceptionable 
shape. Every part of them ~as int~Uigib1e to 
J;um; and, heing himself a man of very plain un

~erstanding, he was persuaded that ,t1very hody 
present must be equally , impressed with their 
t(uth, and the force~of their reasoning. As the 

pi'\{lers were so very intelligi/).l.e, he w&~ perSQaded 
!here was no man who felt any ifltere~t upon th~ 

, ~ubJect would hesitate ip read~ng ever;> paflt of 
~em. He therefore thought the, hon()urable 
gentleman 's propo~ition , wa~ rather impolitic '; 
;;ijld so far was he fr~m tbinking that they ()ught 
to be, compressed, that jf the learf;l,eq gentleman 
'yould not, he would, llJove, that the Report Ihould 
~e printed and cjr~u)qJed. 

¥r. Il. Ja,L:ksorz ~id he by n() means wished to 
excite discussiop. H <;: b.ad merely offen~d his 
re~son~ fqr thinking thiit the report 'Woul~ p~ 
, uee, a greater effect . upon the pub/iG mi,p,d if it 
was 10 ', a m~m~ compressed ,ton~. He Wjl ,afFaid 

'fu~~ ' in its p'resent sha,pe it :w~s , s.o v~T1f, ~i~ 
\umlnous .trat it w.ol,lld nQt 11i1 re"d. ,' !lis, w5~ 
~as by no rn~~Jl~ ~o SUp'pFe6~ allY thing cOD'ta~ 



itt'it ; on the contrary, bis Clesil'e was hat it mould 
be read. But If it wocld not be read in its pr -
sent state, he was desirous of answering the pur
pose of the Report by publishing certain reso: 
]utions c~ining the substance of it. 

Mr. Impey wished to make one observation. 

It did seeh1 to him, thaf no proposition like that 
Imgge3ted by the honourable and learned gentle ... 
man would have the effect which the Report! 

itself would have upon the public mind . He 
could not conceive that a Report, which con
tained thirty or forty pages, and about nine pto
pO!litions, was of such a length as to intimidate 

persons interested itl this question from reading 
It. Certai it 'as a most material Paper ta 
the calls~ of 'the East-India C01l1pany; and there 
was no 'perr on, he w~ persuaded, who would 
take the trouble to read it, who wt?uld not b. 
struck with the ·importance and tll~ weight of the 
arguments contained in it. He beli@n~d theret 

were few minds, 6ven the most unenlight~ned, 
to which its stat~menrs would not be intelligible, 
Perhaps it might be thought rather ' volUrhinous ; 

but, in his opinion, it would De impossible to 
compress it without the effect intendeq being 
materiaIly lessened. No person, who ente-rtained 
a doe senSe of -the· importanc of this vast ques" 
t·i9ni ooul:d fife] any disinclination to perus; a-

s Z 
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dpcument ven . of much greater length. · He 
therefore snould rather have expected that mo

tion !Would have been 'offered for printing .and 

~ircu)ating a Report so important to the viewi 

of the Company. "- . 
Mr. Hume rose amidst a cry of " No ques

tion!" for ' the purpose of addressing the Court. 

Re said .1! was convinced what he was about to 

do was irregular; out he assured the Court that 
he would not haVe feIt disposed to say one word, 

had not the honourable_ gentleman ' who spoke 

last but two (Mr. Jackson) used so many 6n the 

subject. The honourable gentleman had beggerJ 

the question in ~o many instances, that he could 
not· help making one or two obse ations.-( A 

C1'!J qf que,itioll.' question!) Howev.er, as he 'now 

.saw there' was no disposition to hea'r him, he 

~hould certainly -sit down. 

The Chai,.,nan begged to remind the honour
f;lbJe 'gentleman that there was no question before 

the Court. His honourab le and learned friend 

(Mr. Jack on) did not bring any que!>tion under 

the consideration of the Court. He had merely 

given notice thft he should perhaps, on some 
future ' o~casio~, subm it to the Court certain pro~ 

' posi tions. The Court was not, however, debating 

th~~e propositions at the present moment. There
fr.>re he appreben<,led . the honourable gent.l man , 
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(Mr. Hume) would .be rather irregular in agltin 

addressing the Court. -An honourable gentleman 

on- his right hand (Mr. ThirlwaJl) did propose 

making some motion this day ut his hono~r. 
able an arned friend (Mr. Jackson) did not do 

~o; and, with respe<:t to ' the other honourable 

gentleman's motion, he would take the liberty of 
submitting to him, as at the present moment e 
Court was so much thinned by the departure of 

Proprietors, whether it would bp. proper to come 

to a resolution of the nature sugge~ted by him 
under such circumstances. However, he would 

leave it to his discretion. 

The Rev. Mr. 7hirlwall said that, with the 
.deference he felt for the 'opinion of the Chair. he 
certainly would forbear following up his opinion 
with n motion. 

/' 

J~ ~ 

The Court was then adjourned sine di~. 

,; -

(' 

• .. .. 



Copy of a Petition from the EAST. INDIA Co~ .. 
PANY t<J the HonoraUe HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

To the H onora.blc the Commons of the United King
dom of Great Britain and Irelalld in Parliament 
assem b 1ccl, 

Tile humble Petition of the U " d Compaqy 
of Merchants of England trading to tile 
East-lnllies, 

SREWETH~ , 
T ': lat your Petitioners, ill approaching ,tai, 

Hononlble HOll S\! with an application for a conti. 
nuanc~ of" the system hy which the relation hetwee-IJ. 
Great Bri,tain and the East-lndiEo is now regulated, 
hope they may be pet'mltted to state the outlines 0( 
the hi s()ury of the establishment of your Petitioners, 
as well as their present situation, as 'to their propQ:rt1 
anll rights, tht:it' functions and obligations, 
, That the nrstadvcfltnrers in a trade from England to 
the Ea ... t-Indies, by the ,yay of the Cape of Good Hope, 
were illcor I,ted by Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth, 
8~V her r9yal letters patent, bearing da.te the 31 day 
of December 1601 *, by 'the stile of " The G<U'e'rnol' 
Hand Comra l'lY ot Mercha~ts of London trading in~o 
I ' th e: East-Indies," 00 whom, by the lIame instrument, 
the exclusi \'e rig ht of trading to ; that countr,Y was 
~I'anted by He!' said Ma~ty l or a tarHl <ef nfteen year~ 
fltom ChristlXlas ~hen la~t pa.st, 

That tbe corrJOrate caJ.lacity Df the S<lid GO\o'ernor 
and Company of Merenat;Jts of U;tld.ot1 trading iuto 

, • P-riqted Ch~r-ters, 410. editio., <page 3. 
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the ast-Indics, with the rivilege of the exdllsi, e 
trade, was renewed , revi eli, and confirmed to t m, 
in perpt;tuity , by several charters, or letters tent, 
granted ret;pectiv.ely by tJICir Majesties, Ki ng James 
th~ First, King 'Charles , he Second; King James the 
Second, and King Willi and (~ueen Mary * ; sub. 
ject, nevertheless, to a ov.{sion, that if he conti-
nuance of any of their charter;;, in the whole or in 
part, should lIot lx! profitable ,to the realm, that, upop 
three years warnillg to be gi~en to the said Com pany, 
all the Mid charters should cease, determine, and be 
void.t ' 

That the said Governor and Company were empol\'. 
red by tl ir Charters to establi h f ctories and settle

Dlents in the I ast-l ndic~t; to ha,,!'! the government of 
'such factori tId s ttltme nts, and to appoint governors; 
with ajudicial power to equip and maint'ilin military for
ces, uy sea and land, for' he defe,nee oftheir settlements; 
'with the power of uaking peace and war wi.th any J 

princes or people who were not Christians, within any 
place.s of thei r trade ; to make rep ri~als from those 
persons, in those parts, from whom they should sustain 
any loss or illjury; to erect c;astles, fortifications, forts, 
and garrisons; and aJso to coin Iridian rnoney§. 
, That,. by virtue of these ' powcrs, the said GOl'ernor 
and Company made settlements, and uuilt fOI:ts and 
factori es at different places in the Ea~t-Indies , at a very 
great expence; which settlements, forts, and factories, 
with some territory annexed to them, were purchased 
from the native ' ,priOl~es of the countr' within their 
limits. The sovereignty r emained with th ir respec_ 
tive chiefs, bilt the immediate government of tbose 
acriuisitions 'was' exercised by the Company, ' uuder 
tbe powers which are before IDemione,d toha e been 

• Printed Charters, 4ttt, editIon, 31st May 16og, .page ~; 
3d Aptil 166\ PIIl!Ir t>4; t>\h October 1677, page 108; 9th Auptt 
)683, pa 116; I,'th April 6S6, page 1~5 ; 7th O~lOber W9:l; 
]lege 141 ; 11th November 1693, page 152. 

t ' Ibid, 28th ~r.tember 16g4, page 181 • 
.:t Ibid, 3d Aprl, 131h Charle. J I. 1661, page b+, 
§ Ibid, 5tb October, 18th, Charles 1). )677, pago H J. , 



gr lted to them \)y ctiarwr $ and the " id Company 
also made a ettlement in th 151a'fld of t. He) na, on 
its' being abandoh d by roe Dutch, abOllt ~e year 
1651. 

That 'th.e pYO? rty and 80Verelgnty in add ovenheo 
'port and island of,Bo\nbay having been c q~ by tbe 
King of P l'tuga~ 'to His said, Majest..y, King Ch ties 
the Svcond, as part of tile d Ol 'ry bf the Infanta of 
Portugal Oil It r Ir1ILrrillgc "itll , King Charles, His said 
Majesty, by bris, royal )ettus r~tent, beliring dute the 
27th da.y of March 1669~) ,granted and <: oveyed UIl~O 
the said Gove'rnor aha (;ompIlI)Y, their successors and 
assiO'os, 'the property thereof, ito all tl1c rights, pro
fits)'" tcrri~ories, and appurtenance~. and ~ollstituted 

, them the true aqd absotute iords an1i I'roprietors of 
the purt and , island, in the most' unlimited manner; 
saving to His MaJe ty, his l~eit!; ll.nd' successors, his 
royal sovcreigilty. of and over the inl1abi tailtfj 'th~te : 
but His Majesty granted the authority of jmmediat~ 
civil il-nd military government of the place to the Com
pany. And St. Hdena having been taken from the said 
Company by the Dutch, in the war of 1614, was re'-
taken by a for~e belonging to King: Charles the Seoond~ 
who, b his r6yallettcrs patent, bearing date the 16th 
Jay of December 1674 t, regranted that, island, ~ith 
all the rights, lironts, terri.tories, ulid apput'timancca 
what oever, unto the aid Gov«:rnm' aild Comllan}" their 
sUllce 'ors and <lisigns; and His Majesty constttllted 
them the rue and abilo/ute lords a~ld proprietors"there
of, saving the atlegi nee due to His'Majesty, his 'heir~ 
and sd,?cesso s: and the said ch:lrter, contained power$( 
anti authorities for the g .)vcrnmel)t and defence of the 
laid i~)and. " 

• That, by an act of Parliament, passed in the nintb 
YC:lr of the· reign of {lis· late Majesty, King WiJ~iatn 
tbe "I'bird t, for raising a sum of two )l1ll1ions, by Joan, I 

for \he puulic ~ervice,' it, 11'1 enacted, ~hat all the sub
scriber. ~o th~ saitl 10lln silo Id be entitled r to trailic, 

. T 

.. Printt'd Charlen, pa~ 80. ' t Ibid: p. 16, 
: p lIud 10 Willialll Ill. cap. 4+. sCCI. ~ I. 



and .use tl e ~ta~e of mercliandize; .-in, uch >pI ees,lartri 
by such ways -and passages, as ,vere the~ ~Iready fre.,' 
quen.tcd fO,lllld O,ul, or diSc()VFrecl, ,or ,wbleh thereaFter 
~oukl be fouop outor d.iscovcre~,. ,and as t;;hey,se,verallY' 
aht>P,iu esteem to \;Ie ~ttest or best for them,. into and 
f '0 \ the Ea~t.lnclies, in the eOLUltries , a~ld parts of Asia. 
alul A,rica, and illto 'and fl;om the 4slands, {n'>us, havens, 
c;itiq,s, precks, tOWIIS, and places- of Asia, !Africa, and 

J Ameri.ca, or any 9£ -them, beyond the Cape 9f BOlla 
Ij:speral1-?:l to the Streigbts of Magellan, w'here any trade 
or traffic of llcrchaodjzt! ,was, or. might be, u6eu or had, 
and to fllJd from eve.ry Qf them. AIllI, by the said act *, 
His Majesty was empowered to incorporate any of the 
u~scribers, who should desi'rc it, to trade wi'll) a joint 

stock: and it ,,'as ellacted t, that at , allY time, upon; 
three years' notice, after the 29th day of September 
17 LI~ upon repayment by Parliament of the said sam ' 
of two m'illions, or ouch part thereof as should be ad,,) 
vunced;' ali the corporations to be created in pursuanC!:c 
of .that act, and tbe benefit-of trade thereby given, 
sbould absolutely cea 'e ,and determine: . aDd ,it W:l~ 
el aGted l. that all such persons as ShOJlld have a. r ight: 
o~ trading by virtue of ~hat aC,t, should have th~ sole 
and, ,ell,dus} VI';) , tl'Ud~ within the limits before mell
'tioned. 

That the said Sllm ,of two millions was subscribed 
within,.tbc lill)e limited by the said act; and thereupon, 
by ,a, cha,rter, bearing d,ate the 5th day of September 
,V.i98 ~, . His said M;a.jesty was pleased to incorporate 
4:Qe Ja:r~e part . .of the subscribers to the said ,oan, by 
t~c ~tilc of " the English Company trading to ' the 
E ~t-I,lldie.s;" and, by tge said charter; , powet"s pf mak .. 
i,ng set~lelnel1tl!"al~d governing them, and maintaining 
1 ilitary fpre;<: tor t~eir d~fence, were granted to t.bc
Epglish Compa!lY, ,Ilimila~' tQ tho~e whi~h .are . .! : ,f~r 
st,ated t() havc')lcel) grantl'ld to the Old Gomparti , B.,IOctQ ', 

distinguished by thl! appcllJ.tion of the Loudon Com
pany', the sovereign right, power, and dominion over 

~ • ~i "! 
t Sect. 8 ' • 

'f".~ .1 I) ,.,c{r 

I \~: 

... ct~ 62. y, .' t ~ect. 79. 
§ PriUl~d Charters,~. 188. ". ., 
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an the seulcfnertts 10 be made, 1>eing reserved to Hi 
saidl M.ajesty. 1)/ • .)J II _ " ' • 

Tbat the.abt'lvc' a t of parlia'ment and charter would 
have .. operilted to 'Have extinguislled and determ\l'led 
the. corporate capacity and privilegcs 9f the London· 
Company, bot-the act contained a prtivisiOIl, th t th6y 
should ha\le liberty to trad'e till tbe 29th of Sep.te'inb ,r 
1'101 : and t\Je Londoll . Company havinO' subscribed 
the slim of £H5 j OOO tOlrards the sum of £2,000,000 
to'be rdised, became en-tltleel 10 trade in respect of lit; 
<LlitJ thcrd'ol"e, by an act. of Parjial'nent passed in the 
twelfth year of the reign of His said M~iesty, KiC)g 
William the Third It, their corpor te capacity was con
tinued to them, ~u'>ject nevertheless to be determined 
UPUII the I'edemplion of the fund est,tblished hy the said ( 
a:ct of the ninth bf His said Majesty's reign. " 

That the said En!$lish Oompany acquired and et.tlcd 
several factories in the East-Indies at a very large ex
pence't. 

Thnl', rrevious to the erection of the English Oom-
pany, the London Company 11ad carried on their trade ' 

, ,,;th the East-Indies in competition with the Portu~l\e e ' 
and Dutch and French Companies, and also in com
petition " lith unliccnced adventurers from Grent Bri
tain, wllo traded there, notwithstanding the cxcll1siv~ 
grants which the London Compa,ny 'wa' in t:>ossession 
of , and which unlict:need ad entorel's, at time:>, ac
quired considerable ascendancy amongst t,he nafive 
powers t; and, aftel' the incorporation of .the }<~nglish , 
Company, tht:y beca~e also ,compe'titors in the said 
trade :-<"111d no European nation having then acquired 
allY consi~erable territorial dominion, the wholc of the 
tra.de .uy Europeanii was carri<!d on entirely at the de
spotic \\Iill and sufferance of the native prInces of the 
Mogbl empir , the governmcmt and officers of wbkh 
almost coo tantly shewed their favour and protectidll 

:1 J' I f. T 2 I 

!.... JI.; '. ,.' ~. 

• Private Act!, 1 i v~'r m, II 1. cnp. 28. 
t J. dentore ' qui nquepartitt:.. p.316, they were ma:le (}'~ t. 

t\le U niled Company for £70,000, ", .,1, 
t See t\~n~ls of the East-India Company. 
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pert I to the. Engli b Com pan : nd- tl* English Com-
· pany Wl1r 1 0 ~ :d in ac,coun or the val e of t'beir 
· prQpen,1, and the I ropett'j and 'tights of both Com- . 
i.1 paRies w te til cei'Dl"rh v ted ~n t11~m, for be bell fit 
• ,0£ the jmitJed concern . And the Londo Compatly . 
. having complet d th¢ transfer of its p operty, sor-

Tendered. its corporate capacity' ; und from thenceforth, 
, the Englisll COh'l,P!lIlY took th~ stile of " the United 
. Company of Merchants of En'gland trading to e 

East.Indies," which is now the stile of your PetJt~ollers. 
Your Petitioners ' i'ave Jeave to draw the attentioll 

of tbt: House to some part of-the .sl\bjt!cts, of which tlle 
property of your p tilioncrs con i ted at the time of 
the lIlIion of the two Companlc in 1?02, lind whi h 
they d rived by' tl'all fer from them; with tbe cogni .. 

. nizaDce ami s;uJctioll of H r Majesty, Queen Anne, 
mId of the Parliament. Amongst other things, your .
P tilioners were then entitled to, and ' possessed, of • 

• we Jslands of' Bombay and St. Helena, the sovereignty 
II f which waR <\ csted in the rown of Great BritaIn ~ 

the, were entitled to, and pos 'cssed of, the factories 
·of Surat, Swaily, Broacb, AmaJ:lvad, Agra, and Luck. 

r llOW: ·on the coaiit of Malabar they were 'entitled 
,to, und possessed of, the forts of Carwar, TeJlicherry, 
;' ;loUO Angengo. and the facloty of Calicut: on the cOl;lst 

. of C?romandel they \v. re entitled to, anti. poss~ssed '9f, 
., the 10rt St: George, With the castle, fortification, and 

territory ,thereto belonging, 011 which a large .city, 
calf e:d ,Madras, was built, the houses of which belonged 
to, and paid rent to, your Petitioners; -Fort St. pavid, 
being a strong fol't and factory, and about three mile~ 
¢DIppass of the circllmjtl.Cent ' ountry, on which Se
veral small towns and villages were erected; the fac- · 

, ttllic of Cod~lore, Porto Novo, P ttipollce, MadapoJ. 
~am, and the fort and factory of Viz~gapatam. ~o 
~1Ig-<lI.~ yo 1\' petitioners ~ ere entitled to, and possessed 
~ rt ~ ' illium, an l tb~ tOW"1I of Calclitta, with a. 
Jargtt territory ther to beloog jrlg; the factories of B~l
Jiisore, Cos~imbtlzar, ,Dacca, Hugblr', Maulda, RaJa
lDaul, and Pat.oa. illl the e .p sessions rete subject 
te ~he ~()vereig?~y. cf the Great Mogul. On the iSland 



AP;ENDIX. 
, 
.€ Sumatra vour Petitionets wert:! N}titJed'to, 'and pos
~SSI!(jj of, Y6J'k Fort IH Bellco6lert, a.tllj ' f) factory, with 
~ terrIl 01' of. about five O1il s 'thereto I'leJonging, and a 
t tory a.t lodl'apore. : . 

'hut . iter tile union · of the · two Companies, ybttr 
J? tidoner, cOlldu(ltedl themselves so as to ~b(lCili<l~' and 
'1.cquil<e the conndonce of the natives of Inoia','ano fot'" 
a. (musiderable peri ou 'of lirne they l1'ac! 110 oeca ion to 
usc'. tl e fight ~ hich theyenjoj:ed, or lllaintainillg a 
m1litar,V force, . exct'pt fo r purposes ITHle bt:yond those 

• II)[ poli te , anci as guu1'ds of their fortifications again,t 
lrpl'i~e; but, Ilcar tlte mlddl~ of the 1ast cenlllry, it 

bNlame necessary for you r Petitioners J;o enlarge th!.! ir 
~ili tar'y force, and to exercise the power of lVa.-, alll 
Gf mahng' PGliti~al engagements with some of the na~ 
t,ivc powers , to support thl.! Brrtish illtercsts in tnciia, 
a.!1<i in 0rdl"r to COUl) i 'nut the intrigucs of the Freneh, 
who had becolllc auxil (Hies to other native powt:rs, 
with the design of dridng- YOllr Petitioners out of ,tho 
Ea~t 'Indies, and of exclutlit;g the Brifislt nation wholly 
1ir.olli< Asiatic commerce; but, bJ mcalls of the j'urces ' 
r.aised and maintai ned o.y yom P · titioners, ~nd at therr 
sole cXlwncl', Jou r Petitioners ·completely defeatcc,i 
1\ll osc oojcC'ts, so that, nt the cC:>Ilciu ion of the war, 

I wJikh elided in tHe )'Cll r 1 '7 63; the French were IcCt 
witbout one single se ttlel11em, alxl almost \, ithout in
fluence ill any part 011 Asia. 
, In the year 1757·, tire Nabob- of Bengal permitted 

your P·tititHl crs to tut:l blish a mint at Calcutta·; and. 
)41 t c same vc'ar. the said Nabob made over to your 
Petiti<lners the property in certain h\nds in Bengal, g-c
.lleral fy, e,dJfld the twenty-four Purg unha t, /l.nu the 
5.l.ltp- trc l:mds of the ' rbole province of · Bahart: anti, 
ill the> '1 al' t15S" 'ou r Petitioners obtained a gran't 
frpm be said • abob for tlte free tenure of the town of 
Calc 1 la,. discha. ::oed f.'nm the rcnt to dlieh, to tnat 
tl':11f', it hrl.d be >11 ~u hjN;t-§. In the yeat J '759, the Sou- ,. 
ball 'Of the Decan made (Wer to your Petitioners the. ' 

d ,Jbid. page 10. ' 
\.. ~ Ibid, page ~a~ 
1 



whole of th~ drcar of Ma~»lipat~m, \ ith igbt district$; 
as well as thQ.. cirellI" of Nizampatam, and the di ,tr ic • 
af Conuavir and Wacolmanner*. In the year ~(l63 
the Nabob of Arent made (bver to YOll1 PetitioDet' e- , 
v~raJ. clisLrict& (j)f ;:q-ad sl.H(ol!nciing l\Jatlrast, whi-r.. 

. lanu s have since ~een called the jaghire of your Foeti 
ti~ners : .and s11ch. transfer VI as confirm~d, in the year 
1765, by the said ~Jbob , and also by the Great 1\-1 'I' 

gult. In the year It764, the i\l ogul n1t1de o.\'('r to you-t' 
Pditiont"rs the 00ulltry of til GlIuz(' poor (and tile . st
of tbe Zemimlary of Rajah Bulwunt Sing§. In the , 
year 1765, tlw Grca~ Mogul grullted to your Peti
ti oner' tHe country c,Llled the Northern Cin.:arsll , aud '. 
ill tbe following year, such gq~nt was acceded to by dHt 
~oub~h~r:. aod, in the year 1765 , the Great MoguL np
pointed yOtl1' Petitioncr , in .perpetuity, to the oUice 0{ • 
Dewan of the provinces of BeQg~J, Bahar, and Orissa., 
such apRoilltUlcnt being made as a free gift**;and, by 
"irtllc (If such gral~t, your Pctitioners? ill rbe exc()utio 
of the ufiicc, ac<]uircJ the I'i-ght of collection of all 1,11 
reveCjlt s of the sl).itl provinces, for tAeir OWIl- use, freo 
from Olny account thbl'eofto be ren,dered. 

Your Petitioll f<-rs crave 'leave t(} remark, that no part 
of lht! property i 11 any of the f-orts, factories, or terrjto
I'ie~, which became vested in your Petitioners at the 
ti me of the union of tht: two C()mpauies, nor any OF tit 
terr itories 1101' rigllts, lastly hereinbefore mentioned to 
ha.ve bee ll granted to your PetitiOliel's, lvC{e acquire.(l 
by conr}lIcst! but by purchase, hy means of pecu ial y 
payments, or by;;crviees rend~red to, or otaer good 
cOllsiut,!l'Htions moving the grantors. • 

That, ~lbollt the yeur 1167 , a cl~ip1 was made~ 0tl, tbfl: 
patt ot trw Public, to .the beneficial interest in ' tl etlfr. 
ritoriu" aequisiticns ancl rev~llues then lately obtained 
there ;:,an<.1. therCUPlln agrec(Jlcnts have been m«da, 
fr9m timp lQ time, that tht! po~s io]) of streb acqui~i .... 
tiC:!~.:j and rt;.v,cnut'$ 'lIon10 remail ;vith 'our P ·ti6oll~l's., 
ujloq a pal't'e-ipatio.n ,of th.e profit ~f the ·(J'I.:velrue_bo-

• Pri nted Trellies, page 347. t Ibid, p)lI!;e,.348.~ 1 Ibid. Nt 36g. 
§ Ibid. p;tg.e..3y. 1I Ib.d . P

'
Il.C 361. ,. Ibid. P it :3u7 • 

•• Ibid. page 43. 



At NI)l~. 

~en tlt Public aud you\' P 'tloncrs, a~ me \ti n1d, Hi' 
eral Acts of Parlial,l)ent-, made 'and passe at d fJl- M 

t times &jnce 1761-, withgo't pl'ejodlce to the olaims 
toe P\tbll9 or of rour Pqtitiobcr . '. 

at previous to the year d13, the go'ver tneht 
of the ~t1eme/lts and acc-l\lisit' os . n ll'lcii'd. wa!> COl) : 

dUCteu un ~ the uncontroule direction, of 'your P~. 
titionel' "by virtue of the powers of government, 
which they 'derived fr m their ch~rlers j -bot . Ver 
siilce the year 177S; tbe mode of tbe tmmedi te go,,: 

c'mment of India . has been regulJlt d by Ji>arlia
emt: and from that rime to tlle year 1784, in pur.:. 

$\lance of directions of acts' of )arliament, the·1 Lords 
Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury, aM ooe of 
Hi ' Majesty's principal Secretaries of State,'in their s -
t'eral departments, ,,\vere made aCq'uainted wit'll the cbr
tes[>'lndcot:e and ot'del's senrto and received fl'om Ind ':!. 
lJy your fietitioners, ill any war'. relating to the ma-

o uagement of the revenue, or civi or milttar affair's and 
~overntnent bf your Pcti'tioners iri .that country: .'and 
from the year 1 '71)4 to the 'pl'e5en~ time, ~n ",cts, 9Pt!ra. 
tions.and conctrn '. '~hi(;h i~ .aily wap have r lated t~, 
or uol'lcetneti the CIVIl or nllbtary government 0 '1' reve
Dues of tbet!rritol'ies and acquisitioL'l !! ill tile EaSt In
dies, have bCf;n placet! ulldcr\ the sup'eri t ndance and 
cont'rouf of ce~taln Commissioners app8h\ted by fIis 

ajesty, 'in pursuance of a ts- of pUrlimneh't passed fot 
'that- pllr~ob~t; and • Our Peti ti'ol1ers hi,'e be .n r • 
strain d 1rOIIl}tiving any or,def's or dh'ectibns ~ lative 
thereto, withoqt the cpncurrence or tile said Commis
sioners: ' and in ' casd in which ibe said Cortlmis~i Qers 
lJave b en 'Clf 0ptnion, that the srlbject matte,' of 'allY or 
tbeir d liberhtions, concerning the Ie yifl~ \var or male
in~ pcan,e, or trcatillg or \1 godatitfg witb an • of the 

ative prince or" tate. In' Inf.lia, comin.unic~ted if 0\'
dcrs to an ,of the g.ovcrnmeots in IutUa:, have be~n fir 

.{.., I \ ~ 1 t t Jo 4 i .> 

.. e Geo. m. op; a1;' 9 01'0. III. c~p. 24; t;J Geo. fir. 
~ 64 J 19' Geo. 1I.1:ap. 61; ~o Gto. III cap. 56; 21 G .~ llf. 
cap. (55; :)3 Geo. 3. cap. 52. 

t 23 <;eo. II r. cap. 63. r ( , 
t 24 Geo. Ill. ¢ap. 25; 28 Gto .. nr. cap. 8; '31 6eo. tIl. 

cap. 10; :;9 Geo. tH. cap . 5'2. 


