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E-. made in the present institutiony would ‘be to!con-
- tend that error and imperfection ough wh&m
. the objects of our veneration, 1|

.~ Another point of the honourable Pm;vriem
M ‘he must also object to'; namely, his obser-
wvations with respect to the Indian seas. He pro-
 fessed he could not coneeive upon what prineiple
* an honourable gentleman in'this Court could obe
- ject to the system upon which the communieation
" awas kept up between this Country and America
-;meuom to the secession of that country from
- the British. Crown. -~ He had not now with him
ﬁ the authority upon which he replied to the state-
- ment of the honourable Proprictor; but he would
find that the commerce and navxgltwn eawieﬂ on

......

- befare that period, were carried on by*sh:po bex
~ longing: to America, and manned by American
. seamen, and not at all’ by English ships manned
with English seamen. ‘However, he thought it
. mecessary to notice the- honourable ‘gentleman’s
~ obseryation, for ' the purpose of shewing, that
- ‘whilst Great Britain at this moment was' using
 every exertion to man her navy, and o supply her:
 fleetswith the necessary complement of me
%’. Mgmtm»made use; of an:
- which was' incompatible  with the security and’
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strange to him that. the honourable gentleman
.M&«Pmpaimbau the' Indian fleets should be
navigated -by. British seamen at 111’0!’&%
the supply - 06 sailors: was by no means ‘commen- -
Sprn&enmbwmm :For his own Wﬂ“&

no, M'WJQS« ng ' British - seamen i
carrying home, the BastsIndian commetrce duhﬁ__» ]
a time of War-and a scarcity of seamen, when the
subjects; and sthe  inhabitants: of 'India “could
qgaalmwmhezpnrppses of thdﬂﬁhpawﬂﬂi
ta consider that the great advantage which the Tt
dia Company was to derive through the' medinm
of, xmﬁharmp&pmng fromi its: commerce ;@nd‘ﬁ%
zeally did not see what difference’it'could ke
to them whether their ships were nanghtéaﬁﬁ
w;m;ln’dmns ‘o British seamen, - Pﬁviﬂﬂdﬁﬂzy
could: get their ; cm:gi:cx‘ home. He should be
sorry to think that - this country.could be excluded
from the -use -of ‘her:own. subjects, and be‘coné'
_ pelled, as shécertainly would 'be in that case; to'

- employ:subjects ofa hostileipower.! But'the fact

really,‘was, «that «a ‘very 'small' portion’ indeéd of

 British seamen-were employed- m*nangiﬁngﬂw |
Indian flects. The greater part ‘oft itheir: ._
 being made up of native Mmmfmrgmw;

K
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gsim ;’whnch however, never could be the case)
W nﬁ ‘we_not obliged, from niecessity, to employ
our o own subjects in more xmportant 6¢(:upahons.
Before he sat down, he would gmpo«e to the
aourl an amendment, which he ‘hoped some
% ‘honourable géntleman would do him the favour
1o second, which was ,—to leave out those words
to which he had, in the begmnmg of his speech,
called the attention of the Court ; and if the Court
" wras not able to exp!am the amount of "the six
millions' odd hundred thousand pounds, ‘stated
'ﬁn the Pctmon to be the profit of the Company’s
hade, he should likewise move, that that sum
shoul d be left out, and a meré general statement
“of profit substituted in its stead. Tor the present
_he was unwilling to trouble the Court any ionger;
+and he would only request the question to be pot
’fmm the Chair upon his amendments. '
+ .. The Chairman begged to be informed by the
bonom'able Proprictor, whethet he (the Chairman)
perly collected his amendments, Wh‘ICh he
; *"" _mow_proposed to stand as follows :—1In page 17
?‘f the Petition, instead of the amount of pmﬁts
bemg ‘stated at £, 289 105 it shoxﬂd be ge~
Amrarﬂy stated, Pnyft Sec;ondly, in ga €' 20
of the Petmon, the ’foilowmg words should be
Jeft out :— Your. petltaoners ‘submit, ‘¢hat they

_ would not be Jumﬁcd in ‘becoming patties to ‘any
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systcm which, on conudcr%tlon would be hk;;ﬁ
to prove.an :llusxon :” and th.u'dly, in the
page. « of the Petmon, ‘to leave out the words,
“ Your petntxone,rs cubnut that it cannot be coua :
tended that any persons can have a right, eg:cept
thh the consent of your petitioners, to use the
settlements, factories or seats of trade, &c.” Thése,
he understood, were the only amendments the
.honqurable Propnctgt)vztshed to have made in the
Petltlon. However, l;f should inform thc ho-
nnurable gcntleman that, .in, the first mstance, in 5
point of form, he should move his first resolunoh.
Mr. Hume sald the Chairman had stated his
Aob;ecnons very correct]y ; and he concluded by
.moving that the words to which he objected in
the 20th page should be left out. :
The Chairman said he understood that that was
the honourable gentleman’s sccond resoluuon, aml
. not hnsﬁrst.. :
Mr. Hume said he ‘would wxsh it to sumd as
,.jbls jrst b ;
: Mr, dbel Chapman, in explanatxon to the ob-
;sen{atwns of the  honourable gentleman’ ‘who '
~spoke last, said he had to regret that the honour-
( .Jﬂlle Propnetor shou]d have $o far mistaken what |
.he (Mr Cbapman) had szpd as to suppose that
.-he meant to contcnd that Qnd system shoufd be
. 80 gcgfqﬁ as got o requi\'e emen.datwn, drbc
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therc:agas Toom for nmprovemcnt. 180

i .@mution of England itself, perféﬁt a; it was. ihi
4 all its parts (and indeed so, perfect did he think it
. 1o be, that he was of opinion it merely required
~ dug attention to be paid to its. ‘operations and
_ mpyements to _make it the most perfect system
5 'Q&ggvuument it, was possible for human wisdom
‘%o invent), wasopen to amendment and improve-
ggm. He was not so sanguine in his views of
?' ’!haﬁ zcopstltutlon as to suppose that the system
* was so perfect that no alteration whatever | could:
. could be made in. it with advantage :atnotime

nor:season ; nor did he'contend that the system: -
of;ﬁﬂmlmstratwn of the Company’s affairs in In«

u dia was so_perfect as not to be open to alteration:
" and ‘improvement.: The Company were now
- going to Parliament-with a Petition to have their-
Charter rénewed.. Many alterations might. be:
i - madesuitable, but not inconsistent with the'system:
. of;administration established in India. . No man,>
he believed, who knew! any tthing of human:in~i
 stitutions, could suppose that, the constitution: of>
the Gompany,was so complete in all its. parts ‘s

~  not to admit of alteration and improvement 3 but?
the question.was, whether the. alterations sought.

i
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by the petitioners of Parhament agamst the(’fd&

pany ‘would not, instead of improving,’ utter&
annihilate’ the British. power in India.  He ad- .
,mitted that, by some regulations which the Wﬂf !
dom of Parliament might suggest with a view to
open the trade to ‘private merchants, might be
attended with advantage.” Regulations might be -
adopted of this nature, which might do no sériots
harm to the interests of the Company ; buthe .
would go the length ‘of saying, that the constitus
tion of the India Company could not with safctﬁ
be altered.  Now, with respect to'the honourable
Proprietot’s observations touching the caftying-
trade between America and England, ‘that’ was
a subject “upon ‘which he happened to be very
familiar, baving been in America, and having had'
an opportunity of ‘observing that branch of éoni:‘
merce at the period of which he spoke. e1b
“Mr. Hume here attempted to mrcrpoqe and
explain the ground upon which' he had ‘objected:
- to the honourable gentleman’s observations’s but'
was called to- order by the Chairman, who' res’ .
quested that the honourable gentleman, who was*
in‘possession of the Court, mlght be suﬁ‘ered tof’
continue his explanation. T,
*Mr.; Chapman then resumed his explanatuon.—h-f‘
He said:that so far as related to America, he ‘had
toiigbserve that when the commerce and trade of | |

»
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;ﬁu ts , it was thought that the commerce wOuld
Eﬁ #ﬂended with very great advantage to Eng-
i but the consequence of that measure was

ﬂt the commerce which had  been hitherto

| ‘eatriéd on in British bottoms was carriéd on in

%menmn built ships manned by American peo~

'ﬂe the effect of which was, that the Americans
¢ ‘became the carriers between the two: countries.
" 'He 'would take the liberty of stating, that- he

ﬁé@v knew an elderly gentleman living in London,
W who was a Virginia merchant at the time the
*'fnﬂe to Virginia was carried on in British bottoms,
» ‘and he was positively assured from that' gentle-’

“man=indeed he knew it from other very good
‘authority, that’ when that trade was opened. the
“whole ad#aﬂtagé of it ‘accrued to the American
peépl% "Great Britain beheld in the event of the

“fatal* American war the consequence of  that

‘ﬁﬂncy Ameérica, by being thus suffered to be-

“come the carriers to England,. built a powerful

p, dnppmg, which from a commercial navy was
_afterwards converted into a political navy. - Feel-

‘Tig #o strongly as he did upon this subject; he
~wotld nét hesitate to say, that the same conse-
3“qte\wbs that took place in America would -ensue
“in India /i thie tradé was opened to the outports

m the lndsanm "Yhe'same symptoms, which
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indlctted a ‘separation between America q‘ "
England would surely follow.such a step vm&%
respect to India, By opening the trade to the |

-outports, ships of great force would be built fa

" India, which upon an emergency could be con~

verted into a political navy and applied to thc

purposes, which he feared would be’ engendered

in‘the minds of those who felt themselyes. so .

- from home and out of the reach of controul from
the mother country. This was by no means a |
chimerical notion ; for, he would ask, was there
any thing different in the feelings and sentiments
of human nature in the East from what they were
in the West 2 Suppose a similar disposition broke
out in India, to that which finally triumphed. ap '
America; how was it possible for this coumq
with the utmost efforts of her strength to repress
‘insurrection and revolutionary tumult in: aqutrzzt
of the world so distant from Eusope 2. ; Ihgmt
the history of man, in all ages, times' and coun-

‘#ries, shew that he was fond of power and.
use it; if he could by any possibility attyg ﬂ;e
object of his wishes # He hesitated not, to the.

“clare, that the moment there was a free.and open
commerce between England and India; a pre-
“tence would be sought to shake off :the powerof -

- the '‘mother eountry ; and be predicted with con-

“fiderfoe  that those: ships which were built for /




‘w«mwwammv’ pose
it 6f Parlianient could be’sabiinded as ot
sider thése impottant views of the quéstion ©
no )aﬁopt!sﬁi:hnmvea‘% a5 would' pdt‘lﬁt‘%f"’ '
tion'thic‘identity’ of Tndia with i ‘of9
o) Miﬁh%ﬁlre.' 1 anoqgs Tignd | bomisly
Ke'réquested'pafdon for“having txﬁ%péshe&af“
~ suchlength in eﬂﬁhﬂﬁiaﬁ@ﬁ&ﬂﬁ‘(m hiniselfon'
. thesindulgent Consideration'oftlie’ Colift. (Hear?
ﬁdngwf};u wslqivaing fHoyn tam ed gy
Fho Chairnian Begsed 16 attract 'the ‘GtteaoR
o‘fauwm o the Bon! gefitleman™s (Mr, Ham)™ -
bjection; whichi formed the subjéct 6f his' pré-""
- sentéatiendanenit, ¢ T shiall,” said He] «cohie’ -
 myseiffo ofic Gbsetvation oh th&w fow uhder'd
 the'onsideration of the Court 5" niimely “to" tHe !
- aniendmient of the bon. gentleman, whise Qpeééh i
M day, is"entitled to the ‘respeet-of - Eyéry
W’pmé& “The hon, gentleman proposésthat!
uld ‘omit (I am‘not exactly- corrc&pefﬁh‘pfd
m‘ﬂﬁﬁn@ the presehe‘ words); ¢ ‘we' aré not’jué"
 tified in'becoiming parties o any  dystent (mark ¥
.«m {ollows) which,  ufiok™ consideration, ‘Hould ™
pédr to- the: petit%ners‘hke!f 1o pro{fea‘rr“mui”‘ |
P thought-thére wis 2h ﬂﬁdg
antiin this declaration==any thing tha

ol

dispo xxﬁi)dﬁthép&n‘éf&h% lbmctazs iﬁk%m |
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“&*?&%hmw thing hostile .t an agreement
with .the Munisters. of - government—any thing
w}%gfcoulgi throw.gn impediment in’ the way. ¢
a liberal view: of this. qqqs;son, or thwart' anx«mm
V“"Satm“ into-the Company's claims, I should . =
be_of. opinion that those words .ought to he,dm-;p
claimed ; but it appears to me that there, issomes
thing conciliatory, rat#e; than; hostile in . thch- \ietd
pressions, because, Q’Ya judgment,. thex manis s
fest a disposition to meet the Ministers, as far.as i
they can be met upon principles consistent with
the security of ,this establishment : ~and . therefore
wbgg,ﬂlc Duectors or when the Company, came .
to 1hc resolunon of stating,, ¢ that they will met
copsent to became parties to any thing. ,lhav{*ap;_ %
pears Jike an illusion;” they appearto.me meres .
ly .to assert that which they think to be correct.q:
If the. Court. of  Directors and of Progpﬂm,‘a
think this 7s.an Llluaxon, why.are they by.a totaly,
silence to imply that it & not? when this.mattefd
becomes the subject of explanationy it will be«“;’; b
then time enough for the Company. to, state .
wly:xcm wha.t they think the illusion consistsy and,s,, 4
why, they will not consent to becomc A, party tpm
any, measure vsh;ch, npon. c‘Onuderatmn, Shalls o A
eqk 1o promote .it..  These .are/ the, sunphm ,‘:
unds. upon which. it does, appear to me, the.. -
propognon og the hon. gestleman c2n Ebe ma;p

L

&
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.Vtyned To a,m nogaware that the hon. gentlemgn
, ,e,ndment hap yet been secondcd

MT» ﬂocﬂ begged pardon for not 'havmg befure

*Cburt. He would nozp.".
: moﬁon, ,because he thot

%}ggarter perhaps the most fatal to their views. He
o .@on;,ured the Court to _recollect that they were
.going 10 Paxhament in_opposition- to the de-.
+ ‘claration to His Majesty’s Ministers. I wouid
13@ adeable therefore for the Court if possxblc to
’,:gqme to an unam@ous resolumm upon this sub-
jt;ct If the words now proposed to be left out
pf ‘the Petition by the hou. mover, -were still to
be;ctahmed notwnhstandmg what the Court had
qargq in objection to them, he, for _one, must

/ congmennously refuse)hls assent to the Petmon
a}tqgc&her for he yould never agree m 2 Petmon ;
;b l?arhagmnt,, whlcl} contau)ed a determmatlon
%n thc Part of /the Company, of the. natur; now
gite out nor W,ould hc nge hxs vongc rh avor

. S
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Indza in its presept form, if He t g

any dxspomtxon m t'he Compaui’, to're

SLF %

posmdns fqr opening the India 'trade’ té t

ports. Bcsndes this objecnon to'the Pehﬂon, ‘he

woul d ventun. to stdte, that some of the én'e‘g’é‘,'“

\weré é;irryxng oﬁ € tra eto the extent avtrred
in"the Petition. Howevc‘r, with Tespect to ﬁm
other objecnon, unless the words alla ded ‘to were
kft out he should feel himself obhged to glVe ‘his
negatwe to the P’etmon.-—He saw 1o ‘reakon’ for |
leepxbg them i in, as the Chau‘man had said’ they. .2
were of noxmportance BT o
Mr ‘Parnther said, that if he thOUght fﬁerc wa&
any thing ‘contained in the'Pétition, whx(.ﬁ“was.
calculated to interrupt the unamrmry thcb o :
every reason, ought to prevail in the opimons dho iy
the Court, he shou]d not be dxsposed to o'ﬂpo‘:e
‘the ‘amendment now proposcd by the honol’a!’)’fel
"gent‘feman. ‘But if he’ conceived the real mean-
‘mg of the worés to be that wh:ch he undé’kﬂ‘ddﬂ

contrary to t'hose words, the’ Compan 3 thcx‘éﬁi‘é

[ EEoY ¢ el @ w140 ST e R ¥ 2 Gl sf i.}‘
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re not! to go-onavith the government:of affairs

i Indiasimost - undoubtedly e should: bevfor

' excludingithe proposition: from the Petition'j bit

. ‘heunderstood; the declaration conveyed-in thase
~ avordsy meant only; that they, would not!be privy,
- aribecome partiesin any way’, whatevery to . the
* . fpstitution- of. a; system, ~which: they ' thought

* avouldeturh ous to be an dildsion. - .If - they had so
. explicitiy declared . theit opipion; and if govern-

‘ment chose tosinstitute another systém,, was there

- aany thing; inothose, words ‘which-made!it/incon-

, nmmumh the duty of: this: Court to become the

supporters:of that system, ;if -Panliamept thought

. . it Tight tosform 2’ new. one;or such s shouid

e different -from- that. by. whieh- India was at
spresent.governed ? 1, If the  systemoffered wasa
cbad one; doubtless the Company imust. make. the
thest-of it 5:but, if they thought: that: systemso
sbad, as o be completely inadmissible -he would

* -subwmit that;¢he Court: was perfectly. justified-in

xm@kmgﬁmh acdeclaration; ' butthat declaration
adid ‘not. necessarily sinfer that the Courtiwould
anpt accede torthe terms proposed, by Parliament.
‘View‘mg, therefore, the words in that sense, she

~ 4ibought ‘they: oughtito stand in the Petitiod un-
waltered.—(Hearl heandshear’)- He could inot
- abglpisaying,,. thatiif sthere swas’ afiy shing which
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could mahot&av 'oglmdmstrongen(mnhis mm&, A
itiwas becamse there ‘was nothing contained in
thé Petition‘twhich  was not the! opinion tof ﬁr
~most @nlightened ‘menyiand -he would -venturé
torsayythat: therevwas' nothing:in ithat - opinion
which wouldsot do honour and 'add greater dig-
ity to' that situdtionsin which those: enlightened
mén were placed:#ifhe subjéct’ could: noblhave
--heen“gplacedhini‘-b@itb hands, ‘because: it /came
from those who weré thoroughlyacquainted with
the: whole!systerty and ‘the whole/policy:of affairs
iy British Indioy and considering that'declaration
‘aycoming fromy the clearest veonviction; Jand the
‘most: solemn: argument, % that it wouald'be an
ilusion,” hd coutd not but fecl thidt it waShighly
‘importatit those-words 'should * be ' retained. -“He
gave-them credit forthat declaration’y and in'so
doingjhie thonght it woildsbe highlyimpropetand
‘indeed preposterous, that the: declaration of thuse
‘men, 'who had the best ni¢ans’of formitgia con-
“clasiofirupon the subject, should be excluded from
othe 7Petition “to Parliament. ' He  therefore,-for -
ioney s should ! vote for the coantinuance of 'the
‘“ords‘ Yot arnin e \r") Na¥
. The: Chairinan iwain addfessed the:C(m:t. "He

sald)the hor. gentiemans'who had 'sccoidedithe
‘mation, had alludedto whit he observed: edtlyin
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ought to be Ieh out 3 thhput the«
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AtbeCourt of ProPrletors expressed
‘,ds objccfecf to

H" 7,
Xour petltloncrs submit that they
ARG M s .uv

- WO 15 not be Justxﬂed in bego:

e'ftﬁa%éyportumty o')en for the most
chssxbn of their flﬁ'alrs and thcy 'had
ﬂbemselvcs frce ‘to adopt any theasurh'

\‘x By

d not aﬁpear to be‘mqonsrstent with

L W

By thesq wl;v‘ords the Compéﬁ

n who moved for leavmg them dut

elil

the 7ghpy évould have the Company become

egjd&any §ystem whlch they were conv,l]?ce %

¥ ,acmadqratlon, would prove xllusweP

: not, He thougfﬂ it necessary forhx,s

: Jpgt; . tmn, and for the ’lustlﬁcatxon of the
urt; 1o qxpress his ggntlments, and he b

o 'V'for, ,havmg again o‘bl{udqd hxmspl

"Llf : ";

o tam]y wxéhcéljhhx . og;'f



v woul b ore desn'able b' e
clusxorg o?g;:?ry thmg whlcfl mlght gwe mg f' 3
a dlﬂ'crpnce of opinion, He wished, there%y'et 8
’to underctand what ‘the Court alludcd to, wi\e q
it sa:d it would not become a party to any systepz:
‘whxch thev thouvht an illusion? What sysfe :
~Was it ?-—what was the system thev conctw ed to to :
k\be illusory ? it e " oo
BT lecnpkzlus Jﬁl&mtﬁ said, that in Ccmse-
quence of the conduct of the honorable l;’ro- 3
prietor, who spoke last, he could have expected» ,
no less than the line of conduct he was plcaseﬂ
to adopt this -day. With _respect to ‘the wbrds
_proposed to be. left out, by that honourab'!é ‘
Plopnetor "(Mr. Hume) he ‘had thought “that -
they were of so little 1mportancc thzifi' if thé"‘
ob‘]cctlon to them had originated in any othcr
quarter than that from which the opposition now
came, he could’ not conceive that the Company ,
would have any - objection to leave them ouﬂ*“
but ‘when the Court considered that the h
Propnetor had displayed remarkab{g talents and
blhhes on this great question, and that ‘he' had 3
stoed forward with a degree of smnularm' upon i
this subject ; ‘that he seemed dxsposed to qucsno&' i
every statement of the Company’s “affairs ; whé it
he was a’wws TCdd\ to” eccupy thc time o’fl the



in readmg papers, and raising drﬂicul!scs,
ne tmm;’éyriémhm%m
. gentlemhan -after 'so ‘many" ﬁpﬁmg”of‘ﬁ-
~ cussing the Petition, to find Fadlt "With"its b
& ‘struction ¢ and* hence, he said, the Cotrt would
§‘, : ﬁ{he&mpnzed’iﬁ pon-all: ﬂ{eée ‘Cotisidérations,;
' he'should think the hon!’ Jg'émkﬁfaan’?objc&rbn
?* so little’ deserving consxdcratmh’ “Every ‘mah
. must-confess' the’ difficalty of framing a Petition’
i ' sovastoibear the scrutinizing examindtion to"
. which that honorable Propiétbi wished to'subject
* this{ ~Tticould not be expected ‘that atiy Petition,
‘howeyer' free* from: exception; ‘would’ ‘mest the’
| ideas-of every map. “The " ‘most “that "could’ be'
o . expected  was, 'tHat @ genefaY,Pétmon"%béuld "be
dm aprand submitted to‘the Court 6f i’rdpne"-"
tors foththeln to judge of “its mierits:"’ Such 4!
Mgana‘had been: drawn “up” and “submitted t6°
* the Proprietors, who were all pleased to ap'prdve
 it, \with the "eXccption of ‘one ‘individual’; and’
he. thought it 'would ‘be admitted ' to “him “that’
 the fairsense of the Court had ' been taken' upoﬁ“ _
‘“ the  subject—(Hear! *hear! hear!) " But yeét
Lg that honourable gentlernan expressed the ‘great’
. anxiety he felt for unanimity upon- this quesm) i
; _'The Court however would' judge of “the ‘sincetity *
i oﬂlmfeehﬁs S amendmént”lic' hid Gub:
. mitteds shsmy i v pmans gr
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He confessed biaself to. feelya difficulty it righ

ing to address. this Court, upon.a subject that-had
already elicited go.muchy ability, andicalled forth
.80 mych sound, argument; because it might> ap:
pear that_be could ;produce nothing new: upona
question, which seemed entirely exhausted ::but
he assu;cd the Court,. that if it had.not heen! for
thc; opposition, this petition lrad met in its present
stage, and the-mode in,which that opposition was
manifested, he should not have at-all tréspassed
upon the attention of the Court...: But as he hads
risen, he,certainly should not abuse their mdulgmn.’
byany lengthened. obtrusion upon theirnotices |

. The,honourable gentloman (M. Hame): myst:
excuse.-him if he was no friend to.the comd
position that had been just published under his?
sanctign, when he-observed that honourable:gens!
tleman, upon. every ‘oceasion, 'to oppesg cevery'
thing he,could :insthe way of the Company’s
views: and .when he recollected the: tenor ofall!
his. speeches, -he- thought hie might safely: looki?
upon him, notin the light of a friend to'therintes!
rests,of the Company, - He did; howevery hope't
fo, better things.from hlm::,and that when hé/gots
rid. of that. zeal which now scemed. to yvarp’ hish’
judgment, he wauidybecome a friendyinstdadiofs
an enemy. He made no doubt that his senties
ments and opinfons upon this ‘subject would

M
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change ; and that the Company would, ere lanv,
~ find him a fithful and worthy member of their
hody. It was true, that the honourable member
~ had not'been long amongst them, and it would
~ scarcely be expected that he would enter into the
.~ spirit of this subject with the same warmth as the
old and approved friends of the Company. Sel-
dom was it found that new converts, either in
matters of religion or systems of apinion, were
yery zealous in pursuing them at first; because
they still retained a natural tendency to early im-
pressions. The time, however, would come, he
hoped, when he would adopt sentiments Jess ad-
- verse to the interests of his Country, and the ad-
vantage of this Company.

- It had been reported, and the idea very widely
cm;u}atcd, that the India Company and the Minis-
ters, on account of some difference of opinion be-
tween them, were, at this moment, in- open and
violent hostility towards each other. Now such a
report every one must see could answer no good
purpose, and might be attended with very bad
comsequences ¢+ and because he anticipated that a
very unfairuse would be made of such a report, he:
thought it nccessary to give a public ‘denial of it
which- he ‘aow did, by declaring that it was fiot
the fact.’ He would appeal for the truth of this
denjal to. the Chairman; and to the gentlemen
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who Were fhefhbers of the deputation fo Goverfi-
mignt, whether the conversation which they had =
bad with the Minister was not of the most ré=

spectful and conciliatory nature, and whether
_ evety civility dnd polite attention was not
shéwn, that could be manifested, towards persons
in their high and responsible situation ? This was
4 faet which they mast all allow ; and- it would
be bad policy, indeed, if; in a question which in~
volved so much of their interest, and which was
50 neatly connected with the affairs of the pub-
lic, to enter into any thing like an acrimonious
discussion upon a ¢uestion so ably, and with so
much temper, argued in that room. On the oc-
casion he alluded to, not a violent expression, nor
an intemperate word, escaped from either side
upon’ the subject.  His attention had béeen drawir
to this malter in consequence of the unfounded
ramours abroad upon the subject, and he was
glad,of the opportunity to declare that there was
not the slightest pretence for the report in circu-
lation. Every one must allow that the Minister
had a public duty to perform, as well as a private
on€ 3 and as a part of the administration with
which he was connected,.he Had a right to form;
such an opinion as the report of theé easeé of the.
East India Company required. For his own part;
he- thought, that if the Ministers were open ta

M2 -
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. conviction by the most solid -arguments; -and the -
mundest reasoning ; those reasons and. those argu-
ments would be found in this Petition, and they
i \,mggld not suffer themselves to he led_.into error
- and mistake upon this great question by the gross
~_ gmisrepresentations of revolutionary and designing
men. He made no doubt, that when the Com-
pany’s Petition came fairly under the considera-
tion of the I.egislature, and when the matter
came. before both Houses of Parliament, they
would see the wisdom of continuing that system,
which. the most profound statesmen, from the
reign-of Queen Anne till now, had adopted and
encouraged. They would recognise, with appra-
bation, the maxim of those statesmen, * that.it
‘was impossible our East India possessions could
be advantageous to the mother country, unless
the intercourse was carried on through the me-
dium of what was vulgarly called—a ‘mongpoly.”
Suph was the maxim, such the opinipn of the
most illystrious statesmen this country ever-saw.
But that vulgar notion, which had obtaincd, as
Jo: the import of the word monopoly, he was

ssurprised .aty when he considered that those
- who:affected to be very conversant in East India
a&”axrs did;pet understand the true meaping: of the
word, as applicable to the/ Company. . The,word
 fmomopoly-was an-inyidious term; and perhaps g
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just object of jealousy; if it was to be taken in‘the
sense ‘it 'was vulgarly used, ~ But that intérpreta:
tion of ‘it in the present ‘case was inadmissible,
“because  all “it*‘meant was protection——(Hea'f:’l‘
hear /)——That was the distinction to be taken
when the word was applied to the East-India
Company ;* but he hoped, when these points
came to be considered with fairness and impar=
tiality, the Minister would follow the example
and sound policy of his predecessors ; ‘and in-
stead of granting the object sought by the ‘ene-
mies of the Company, their agents, and their
advocates, whose wish, it seemed, was to ruin
and destroy the British empire in India, they
would adopt a different line of conduct, and re-
ject those’ counsels and suggestions which, if
adopted, would be destruction and fatal to the
power of this Country in India. i !

Whilst he was up, he hoped the Court would
excuse him if he occupied their time 4 littie longer,
to remark upon a circumstance which happened
some yearssince. When Mr. Fox succeeded Mr.
Pitt in power, it was expected that a statesman,
who had hitherto differed from Mr. Pitt in every
political question brought before the Legislature,
would carry with him into office feelings of hosti=
lity towards the East-India Company, who were
puch indebted to the discernment and countes
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" nance of Mr. Pitt. But tite fears fhus entertained

were dissipated early ; for Mr. Fex, as soon as he

~ came into power, entered into all the doctrines,
_'_'md -expounded all the opinions of that great
i atatcsman upon this question, The reason be

{erTheophxlus Metcalfe) drew this fact under the
consideration of the Court was to notice the very
remarkable fact, that these two great statesmen,

- tfor great indeed they were) hardly ever coms

curred upon any one point of polities, yet united
i sentiment upon this question, and agreed unes
qm\'ocally that the East India Company must re-
main unmolested in the enjoyment of their privis
leges.  This was, indeed, a strong fact. Hers
were-two illustrious statesmen who were not. only
the Juminaries of their time, but the luminaries of

~ British history ; men who might be said to divide

‘their opinion upon almost every subject they

spoke, and who were hardly ever known to agree
with cach other. Still these two men concurred on
this one point ; and it was remarked at the timey
that they complimented each other on the pro-
gréss made in their sentiments towards unanimity.
Surely, then, when men like these held it as 'a
légdiqg feature of their politics, that the com-
merce of the Company was to be held sacredy

~and was not to be touched, was it to. be ep~

dured,  that theix sights, were to. be wrested
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from them by the advocates from Liverpool, fm(i
Bristol, or by any other set of men whatever?
With these precedetits in view, he would not be
0 unjust to the Minister of the present day, as’ to
guppose him' capable of thinking a measure of
this kind was more advisable or more just now
than it was at the peried when those great states-
men lived. When this momentous question came
to be fully and fairly discussed, he did hope
with confidence to find that the Ministers of
the present day did not think differently from
their great predecessors. If there was any one
Minister from whom the East-India Company had
a right to expect a greater opposition to thei#
claims, it was from Mr. Fox, for reasons too obs
vious to' render a detail of them necessary; and;
when /e came into power, it was predicted by
persons naw within these walls, that in all pros
bability the affairs of the FEast-India €om-
pany would languish under the influence of
his ‘counsels. - The contrary, however, was the
fact; for from the moment he took his' seat
on the Freasury bench, be espoused the cause
with as much warmth, and became their
advocate with as mtich ‘zeal as ever Mr. Duna’
das did, who was supposed to be the Mmtstel" :
most favourable to ‘their views that ever sat
in the "ccbinet. M. Fox’s expression in the
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Mﬁ' ns wwas,  The Bast-Tndid Coma

ny m ,b@ supposted.” . This was & strong
claration; when it was recoliected from what
m it came, . Mr. Fox was isatisfied: of ‘the
olicy as well as. the prudence 'in’ -supporting
¢ Company. with- all the authority ‘of | Pars
#gmen@ry,ﬁmtiou. For his own part, he wag

. afraid that those persons who demanded so Joudly
‘an..gpen  trade to India’ little understood ;their

own intercsts ;' and being mistaken in theirown
yiews, it was not surprising thatthey were blind
to.the interests -of their Country. ' He had consi-

. dered .this subject patiently, deliberately, impar-
. gially, and with no narrow nor selfish view.  The -
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result of his attention toit.was, a firm convietion
that the, compliance with all the demands of the
petitioners to open the Qutports, wWould bring the
East-India Company to ruin ; and the ruin of thé
Campany at home would inevitably ruin-all their

,settlements.abroad. If they were ruined-at &Gme,

the undoubted and inevitable consequerive Would
be the doss of the Indian empire. But admitting,
for. the ‘sake:of argument, that ‘the trade *was

~ partially opencd s for it might be said, that irwag

ot meant to threw the trade open to'ali deserips
tions of persons, but merely to a limited -numbet
©fthe Qutports 5 would it not follow, ‘he weould

ak, if such'were aliowed to be the case, that the
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; olmbmrwm&be ten times "ﬂsaﬁﬁ"& :
shich was: msed&gaimwhat“was called Eat
dntia moncpoly: ' Would ‘not those pm‘ts‘%
‘were nat admitted to the sate privileges say,/'ifi
thatycase=< Here is'an instance of gross pars
tiality s those ports can have no better right to m& iy
privileges than'we have ?” They wouldfsay, and
they would justly say, that this was an instance of
the grossest partiality; because it would be hold-
ing-fartha pretended: alleviation of the pressure 6f
the times, without ‘giviwg‘»io those who would be
equally affected with that pressure’ the sameé op-
portunity -of relief, while -the Company itself
would beias much affected as if all the Outports
wereliopen. . He certainly felt' unanimity to*be ‘
alvary .essential object to attain, becatse he W‘t% ‘
_strethat the Ministers were not by'any" meaﬁi
thm: enemies. ' They had a very difficult’ card“fb :
play ; and whatever line they took, they must ex-
_pectito meet swith opposition. It was true; ‘the .
Luﬁny had resolved upon a Petition, certainly
gouched in yery firm language—a Petition which -
gave a very just.picture of the state ‘of the Com-
pany, and its.claims upou the justice of the Couns

© try;.bot he wassorry toiobserve, that amongsta
vast.number of Proprietors out of doers, a degree
" of ueaccountable apathy iwas-.manifest uponthis
question ;. and he.was astonished, when he con-

N
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&&l’ed the number of Propnetors extended over
e Umted ngdom, so much indifference should
lﬁe evmced to their own interest, as well as to
he mterest of their country. He only wnshed~
Wever, that it could be ascertamed who
w:re the friends and who their enemies, in
"order that they might guard themselves against
‘the desxgns of seeming friends. It had been con-
tended, that the East-India Company had merely
Claims, but no Right, in this question, He was
‘not prepared to go into the latter part of the
obJectlon, but Claims the Company certainly
had and those Claims founded upon such firm
grounds, that no sophistry, no argument could
‘divest the Company of them; and whatever
mxght be the apathy in those to whom he was

,eompelled to allude, he besought every Proprietor
" present to consider himself as the identical man
“upon whom depended the safety of the\ Com-
~ pany.—(Hear ! hear ! hear 1) He had ver" little
~doubt in his mind that Parliament itself, when-
_ever it came to consider the question, would view

xt upon general and liberal grounds of policy, and

. ot upon prmc1ples of, prejudxce or partial benefjt.

Hc ‘was persuaded that whenever they did come
1o decnde upon the quesnon, they would resglve
Ihat a system_ought not to be, abandoned wbu:h

"had extended the British power in India, in-
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creased the revenue of the mothcr country, ex-
tended her traffic over the Indian empire, and
brought great ‘wealth and other substantial bene-
fits, not only to ‘her’ Capital, but to her wholc

"United Kingdom. He trusted the Court would‘

agree with him, that such a system ought not to
be abandoned slightly ; but he hoped that many
days would not elapse, ere this questxon would
be determined by the Legislature in such a way
as would .confirm the claims of the Company
upor the Legislature ; and as would give a lasting
security to the British empire and her valuable
mterests in that distant part of the world.

* Thé Deputy Chairman ‘Mr. Thornton) said, he
once thought it would be of very little importance
whether those words complained of by the ho-
nourable gentleman were or were not adopted
in the Petition. He acknowledged his having
stated to an honourable and most respectable Pro-
'pnetor in the Court, that if there was a difference

of of)lmon upon the questlon, and that honour-"

able gentleman thought proper to move that those
; words should be lett out, he was convmced there
“would be no objection, because he (Mr, Thorn-
'ton) considered them to'b: immaterial, and, like
'many other sentences in the same Pétition, mlght
a afcly be left our, or saf-ly kept in ; but from (he

*mhnner m whxch it was pl‘opoat.d ta expunge
PLTES oy 2 J
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- théme~from the quarter which proposed it—from
~w:the honourable gentleman's opportunities of dis-
. gussing’ this question before—from " all his obser-
‘vations; and, particularly, when he placed this ob=
“wjection in the front of his observations—when he
“widelayed another for the mere purpose of forcing
«this into the foremost rank, he could mot help
- thinking that the honourable gentleman’s amend-
-ment ought not to be adopted—and when he
.considered that, by expunging these words, the
strue meaning and ‘interpretation’ of them might
i be Wrestéd out of doors, it was no wonder that
-what he once thought to be wholly uninterestifig |
sshould now become matter: of real consequence
and serious import ; and itbehoved the Caurt to
-be cautious in every step they took, in every
swordthey blotted—for even the wisest minds
ymight be swayed and misled by the representa-
stions that could be artfully and ingeniously laid
tbefore: the*'/public as the reasons for expunging
sthem:! - The ‘Court of Directors had a great re-
.sponsibility upon their hands. They were bound,
»if the 'public themselves were blind to their own
- .driterests, to give that warning——to-light up that
sbeacon which ' those words assumed. - If the ob-
ject,sought now by so much clamour and noise
by those “gentlemen from ' the . Outports, -was
gmhted, he would venture ‘to predict, that thase
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-misguided and deluded menyin the space of three
_or four years;who ‘had sdcrificed theirfortufies |
on such destructive speculations; ‘might: come, |
zwith some appearance of - justice; to the Courtsiof ©

- Directors and Proprietors, and say, \Vhy did you

«not hold out this warning? You knew ‘the:ddn-

- ger—=you ‘must have apticipated the event—why
did you suffer us to be-deceived by. this specious
illusion? With the candour, the bonour, the'hm-
manity of British merchants and  fellow-subjects,

+ why did you not press it upon us, that we were
eagerly rushing on to our own' ruin ”=(Hear' !
~hear 1) This, he submitted, would be the con-
sequence now, in particular, if these words were
-taken‘out of the Petition. These deluded men
~would be almost justified in goading the Com-
pany with such .a complaint, if these words were
not only not kept in, but if they werc not strongly
marked in the Petition ; they were introduced for
.the purpose of shewing that the Company would
not make themselves a party to a public delusion’;
they must now be maintained to proclaim publicly,
that whatever may be the opinion of an indi-
svidual, the rest of the Company continued to de-
precate the illusion. Ought not those gentlemen
4vom Liverpool, who, by their own petition; ac-
knowledged that, they might be ruined in many
-cases, which opinion Lord Buckinghamshire him-
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. self held in his letter to the Courty for he ac-
. kpgjwledggd in that Jetter that there mwht be a
rtial :um-—-ounh' not, then, these men to be
ztcfu,l for the warning declaration of the Com-
ny?. Mr. Thornton himself thought the ruin
wguld not be so partial as his Lord:hlp repre-
sented, but gencral ; and indeed many of the
other petitions glanced at the very same appre-
hensione. It was for their sakes—it was for their
safety that the words should be retained. To
expunge them now, after they had been so ani-
madyerted upon, would be in some measure to
countenance the illusion by an act of their own.
JThey would actually make themselves parties to
that, dclusxve experiment which those unforfunate
petmoners, as_well as themselves, would have
,cvery reason to deplore —(Hear ! hear !)
4 ’I:hqallualon of his honourable friend, who
,bppke last, to the cp'nions of certain great
;statesmen, had put him in mind of another
jgreat statesman’s declaration upon this 1mpor-
¢@t,suM¢ct. He recollected it well; it was
s geeply imprinted on his memory. The late Lord
+ Mglyille,speaking of the advantages and disadvane
. tages of a change in the system of affairs in India,
nand particularly pointing out the impolicy of an
Yg.}ter.?n-m in_that system, said, < that substantial
31 ggd pcrmancnt ancﬁts ought not to be sacnﬁced
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to occasxonal ‘and perhaps delusory schémes rt:tf
gain.” These delusory schemes of gam were
those now in question. They were what the

words in the Petltxon alluded to; and he smcett]?‘

hoped that as a caution to such as were likely
to be deluded, they would stand, what the hof.
Ob_]ECtOl’ had himself unintentionally drawn thém
forward to be—the prommcnt features of the
Petition. (Hear ! hear! hear!)

Mr. Grant said that as he was under the ne-
cessity of attending some pressing Parliamentary

‘duties in the House of Commons, he should take
the liberty shortly to address the Court. Andhe

trusted he shonld be allowed to trespass on' the%t

:attcnilon. He meant to reply to what had fallen .

from the hon. Proprietor who began this discus- .
sion, and who called upon the Court to'leave the
words alluded to out of their petition. 'He would
also avail himself of this opportunity to answer
another hon. Propnetor (Mr. Rock) who'asked
him what was the meaning of this illusion talkéd
of in the Petition ?—To' that hon. Proprietor’s

E cﬁﬁ;stlon he would first direct his attention': ‘and

tell him that the Dlrectors ‘of "the East-India
Companv considered the opéning Of the trade'to
Indza as an 1l[z/szon ; they considered it to' be'an
1lluaxon ‘on ﬂ.e Parf of the mefchants, and tHey
" Considered it ‘as somie Sort of “illdEioH o e’ part
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%? d%é‘ ovérnmbht coasndermg it’ ii1 réspec’i to
. India and to China it must be called an 1l1usnor1
; ;‘b”a’d&ub}" sénse.” The Directors'hsed the words

i Wtheit’ petition without meanmg 10" give offense.
B Lm&"m government or to any'persons’ to wifotn
4 %ﬂeﬁr observation might apply. If it 'was the in-
©  tention of the Court to reject all plans “offered
. to them, and if such were the import of the
Words objected to by the hon. gentleman (M.
: ume) he would have a right to suggest such
un alteration in the Petition, as had been propo-
J by him: but'if any plan was to be proposed
adopted which, after the best sense of the

; Coun: that could be taken, should seem’ to them
" 'to be wholly inconsistent with their interésts, and
which they would wish to deprecate as unworthy
their sanction, they would have a right to declare

. that they would not become/parties to any ‘mea-
. -sure which should deprive them of the means,'and
the power in their hands. The sense of ‘the Court
had been already taken upon this part of the Pe-
tmon, ‘and the hon. gentleman -having had “so

¥ Jmany opportunities of objecting to it beforey” it
Was now too lafe to say that it ought to be ex&hf-

-----

‘ brought beforc the Court for final approbatmn.
‘But considering *that there “tas o “foundation
... .for “the hon. gentleman’s ob;ecnon, be, for one,
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WO]’C‘S- as ballea sdogegm 3 sotdly o3 bhdg 8 :h' 3*
X3 truﬁed | he rmght be permltﬁegl to say;a fe.tw
wor;is on thg plgspwatlon of  the hon. gentlentan
with respect to the other proposed altexgupn‘w' :
the Petition, He (\Jr Hume) had Stat¢d that.
the sum of _,£6,289 403 alledged to be thc su[plus
profits of the Company was not: satlsﬁactonh(
made_out, that the. Company was mistaken i
the amount of tho,sc profits, and that thcf
was wholly erroneous, Now th(, hon gentleman
jwas, himself, entlrely mxstaLan m hlS vlews
the subject, because, he had takcn the amopgt of
the Company’s zmpmt tradc, mstpad of c.qpozt
. ax;;d if it had bccn 50, mcntloned in the Petmo? :
&8s ma.ttcr of 1mp0rt the ,£6,289,40.> would have -
becn found.in the documents given to the publxq, |
befare, even the suggestion of the hon, gentle-
aman. for an alteration.in the Petition, and there '
-wonld have been no occasion to state that wlnc;;m
V3. 0D to examination. The hon, gentleman
‘had, argued from false premiscs, because if he h@gl
[cxammed the accounts before  the Propnetqrs
touching the scale of .the. Company’s income,_ h
.would have; found himself perfectly « convmced of ;
the, truth of the, statement, in the Petition : hu,t
.the, hon, gentleman scemed in_bis, calwlaggas ‘
SPPC this, guestxon to go 1 rather upon, the , matter

0
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. aweged in the pa;xtxons against the renewal of the -

C@mpany s Charter than the Petition laid before
the Proprietors. Now, what was. the argument
~ of . the merchants claiming to ‘be admitted to a
f‘“?}"_Wlupet:on in the trade to India }—they said
*  that the increase of the Company’s territory since
11792, instead of producing a proportionate in-
_crease of their trade, occasioned in fact a decrease.
The territory of the Fast-India Company  had
been increasing before the year 1792, and there-
fore the Court was to understand the meaning of
those merchants to be, that while the Company

had increased their territory, their trade had de-

creased. - ‘This argument he acknowledged could
not be answered by mere statement or assertion.
But there was a far better answer to it to be found
in the Report made by the Company upon this
subject ; and there it appeared clearly that this

. assertion was wholly unfounded in truth ; be-

cause in the year 1793, and since that time, in-
stead of there being a déérease in the trade there
was a manifest Zncrease. . This was matter of
reference and: did not depend upon mere oral
statement. At present without going farther into
the subject, he was convinced there was no rea-
son whatever for making any alteration in the
Petmon.

. e would only farther observe that .the ques-

A G008
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tion was of ‘such vast nmportana“that it ought
not to be delayed in its decision by questions
certainly - of very great lmportance, ‘baut whlch

«could not be considered at the same time w1ﬁl 5

the subject of the Company’s Charter. The ques- |

tion he principally alluded to was  that which
respected the Bast India Company's ships. That
was a large question, which the Court had
not now the means of deciding. But if they had,
before they adopted any plan upon the subject,

they would necessarily have occasion to bqstDW’, ;

upon ‘it a great deal of painful attention. ~ He
submitted, that ‘the Court was not called upon ‘at
present to ‘consider that subject, because it formed

no part of the business before ‘them. "And after

all, it was not their opinion that would decide
that question, for it would be decided by other
parties.” But one thing was certain, that if the
object ‘contended for by the Outports were granted
to them, it would be impossible to prevent the
mischief that would arise from those Qutports
building ships, and bringing them home to ‘this

kingdom. It would be impossible to controul

them in what was so important to the welfare of

the mother country ; while, on” the other hand,

the East India Company never built their ships i in
- India.
* Mr. Impey said, he was sure there was no ‘man

who could be more sensible of the xmportance of
n 9
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% uraninity in ﬂ?eir progeedings than he was; and
. he hoped the unammx{y that had prevailed in the
~ Qetirt on 'the various discussions: before it, would
56}*’ 4t this period, when those! discussions had-
BOme almost to a close, be disturbed; by what he

ol

- must ‘call, a stratagem of the enemy.—(Hear !
hear! hear!)—An observationhad been just'made,
that if the Coutt approved of this Petition upon the
Whole, they ought not to cavil at particylar parts
of it,-and enter into useless deliberations upon
~any unimportant or  slight ‘alteration. Inthat
‘ ’bbsérva‘tion he fully concurred. - He begged now
to reflect upon the line of conduct the Court had
pursited, which had been voted so unanimously.
Tn these Resolutions there were many points that
both he himself, and many others, might have al-
tered for the better. © But because he, and those
'géntlcmen, conceived those resolutions contained
““the case ‘of the Company substantially, ‘they
Had “abstained from making objections of minor
importance for the purpose of exciting debate,
‘Since he last had the honour of addressing ‘the
 #Court, he had read the Petition with great care
<nd attention, and he ‘was proud and’ happy to
‘bear his testimony to the great ability displayed in
“the ¢omposition of ‘all its parts. It did appear to
“him to/ be impossible thiat the case of the Com-
ipEny could” be 'stated with more comprehensive
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reasoning, more strength of .argument, or more
persuasive eloquence, than were to be found in
that Petition ;-and whatever might'be the event
-of the contestinto which they were now forced,
whether the Company were to be confirmed  in
the enjoyment of all their settlements, privileges, .
and immunities, or whether they were to be
stripped of all those advantages which they had
proved themselves so worthy to possess;  that
paper would be a splendid mopument for the
firmness and eloquence in which it is couched,
and of the claims which the Company have been
able to advance to the justice and gratitude of
the country.—(Hear! hear!)—The Petition, in
the first place, contained a short abstract of the
history of the Company, and that, without doubt,
was peculiarly necessary ; because it gave infor-
mation, not only to the public, but even to the .
Ministers and Legislators of the Country. It was
an undoubted and notorious fact, of which he and
many others in that Court had daily experience,
that there was the grossest ignorance pervading
the public mind upon the subjeet of East India
affairs ;' and. this ignorance was not confined to *
the great: public ; for-they had occasion every
.day to. remarki how very ignorant even well in-
-formediand well educated men were upon the
subject of Iadia adairs; Whilst these men would
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~ besashamed to''converse, or even oper their
~ mouths,'if they ‘were not ‘well ‘acquainted with
.~ the history, the power, and ‘the polity, of the
Gveeks, Egyptians, and Roman emplres, they be-
*\ hyedhno sort of shame at being wholly igndrant
~of the steps by which the East-India Company

3.\ had 'attained unrivalled “power in' India,* esta-
blished 'stations. that astonished even those who
were acquainted with them, and instituted a'sys-
tem of polity that would do honour to the wisest

. studies of government.  During the last half cen-
: “tury, while the British nation had been ‘engaged
. in ‘many bloody contests, involved in scenes
which had been as various as they were nume-
rous, and ‘frequently as disastrous as they were

i glorious; such-was the character of the admini-
" stration of the Company’s affairs in' India, that
* they had overcome all the opposition of their ene-
mies, and established peace and tranquillity upon

a footing mot to be shaken by external relations.
The names of Clive, Hastings, Cornwallis, and,
 though last not least, Wellesley, were names that
would shine with peculiar splendour in the Bri-
tish annals. Those men had established in that

. Country a system of politics, and secured the Em-
pire upon such a basis'that nothing but our own
indiscretion could  destroy.~—(Hear! hear'!)—
“Fhe Petition went on to state the rights of the
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Company;; and, he was: sure that no. languagé
was wanted, and none failed to be used to make
the application of those rights commensurate with
the history of our Eastern settlements. Fhe Court
‘had been told by'those who were not eminent
for their friendship to the Company, when the
subject had been before agitated within those
walls, * that their lease was out,” and that ob~
servation had been repeated on a recent occas
sion in that Court. -~ He was the more desirous of
noting that remark, because it shewed the fallacy'
of the reasoning upon which those persons wished:
to deprive the Company of the¢ advantages they
so justly enjoyed. . Those persons should be in-
formed, that there was no truth in their assertion,
and that the application of it was inconsistent
with the grounds upon which the Company’s
' claims were founded. These persons should be
informed, that the key of India was the purchased
property of the India Company. They should
be informed, that ihe India Company held mot
their possessions by the right of conquest, which
was, indeed, a tenure that might be doubted 5 but
by purchase. Such was the means through which;
they came possessed of St. Helena, Bombay, Ma-:
dras, Bengal; and Calcutta,.the great emporiym,
of British India. . Perhaps those bold . specus:
lators, who now sought to invade their rights,



: : &hﬂkcn in thclr ’h"Pe’ of | R
sh East*lnd?&’(;ompm; 5 tmde

A twn bui he had better hopes of the wxsdom
aad,generosxty of the :British Legislature; than to
5 suppose that they would not kesitate anc'i\dflzbe-
. rate upon the expediency of divesting the East
. India Company of what he (Mr. Impey) callcd
,tﬁ?)r unalienable rights, in those ports and batte-
. ries, by which their settlements and trade were
. protected ; especially when they -came fo re-
jcollect that they were'. erectedl}y. ‘%g" “an¢

stated the Company’s claims; and he would
venture boldly to state, that never, in the history -
- of mankind, were there any subjects of any em-
: ?y@ that could advance such rational and such
: (;la:ms upon the justice and gratitude..of
- ‘their country. " What, ‘he asked, were ‘the
~claims they advanced ? What were their merits ?
'What the justice. of their cause? A vast empxre,'
suf)pqxted by prmleges of the most valuable kind
R ‘—extended. by a series of the most brilliant mili-
. ftary suceesses—regulated upen the soundest prin-
“ciples of political wisdom——equally calculated to
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promote the welfare of the Kmpii@'?ﬁs&lﬂ and pro-
cure lasting benchit to the ‘mothet country: - an
establishment whwh hiad been now long ﬂounsh- ¥
~ ing, and this too, w i
1o the parent coﬁntry a posscssmn ‘which Was*' |
maintained to ‘it by the East India pom;:;»y%w;r&
the nature bof a. trast !-&-&n:h ‘were. thc claims £
they had to ‘advance trpon the justice. and gra-x?’i"-'
titude- of their C.mmtry “He had " heard, an@“
he had read, of the i ,;ngramude of nations to theu'_‘; '
most merntonous semnts he had heard of the
execution of a Phoc:on, and the banishment of s
an Hannibal | ; but happy he was to say, that tbmf(
acts of “injustice and ingratitude were the acts’"
of decliping States: they were symptoms whzt','l‘;;«u :
indicated the progress of their ruin and dissolution.”
Bat be could not imagine that this glorious- na; ;:
tion, -which' had - maintained the most arduous
struggle in the annals of the world, to upheld the
liberties of Europe against the machinations of a -3
powerful enemy, would act so ungrateful a part bt
towards a Company which had added the proudest
jewelto. the British Crown. And for what pur-
~ pose, ‘he would ask 2 For the purpose of a com-
mercxal speculatmn -—-(Hear' hear!) — If this
unwisé step should: be rest yed upon, he hesitated -
. oot to say, that itvmust be‘eaﬂ‘;ed into execution
pon prm.cmlcs not oniy in direct contradxctxox;. %
P A
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- to miodem expetience, but in contradiction to
~ fhe" experience of the whole world.—(iear!
ks ol - XQ1 X
" “"The honourable gentleman' (Mrs Hume) whe
- had 6pposed the whole course of their proceedings
- ni'this important question, had thought proper to .
fidtice, with disapprobation, those words in the
Pétition, * that the petitioners submit; that they
- Wotild not be contented to become parties to any
system ‘which, on consideration, should appear
“to them would be likely to prove an illusion.”
' He would ak ‘the honourable gentleman, whe-
“ther he meant to say, that. the Company would -
© “be justified in becoming parties-to suchia system,
if ‘they thought it un illusion? Entértaining; as
the Company did, so unanimous a sentiment
-?npon this subject, and ‘having decided that the
“measure proposed by Ministers would be ade-
“lusion upon the ‘merchants seeking an:open
“frade, as their hopes could not be gratified ;
“and, believing that it would be a complete de-
‘lusioh to suppose those gentlemen could carry
“on the trade  when théy entéred upon it; the
‘ Company could not be justified in' becoming
“parties to such a measure.  If he understoodithe
“opinion of the Court correctly, and ' if “he>duly
“'appreciated their interests, they 'would indeed:be
“nost unjustifiable if they did'not state to the -

.’,'F'w\.‘.‘v-?q?-;*: -‘ 3 43;“ . sy ,-J- 3 ‘ . m fm
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gislature 'what their-sentiments  were .upon, this

,\:9

R

subject. It had béen said, * that it wasthe duty

of the Company to obey the Legislature, whatevgr

its decision might be.” But he did contend, that

it was pot the duty of the Company, in a matter
of .eompact, to agree to any terms which such
a legislature might think it necessary to dictate.
Would: the honourable gentleman go the length

of saying, if it was proposed, that the Indig

Company should continue to direct the affairs of
*India, without the China trade, that the Company
could perform their appointed tryst upon those

terms ! Should they, he would ask, be justified in .

becoming parties to that delusion upon the
public?  How did the present disposition of Mis
nisters differ fram that, if the petitioning for a

free -trade for the outports would ultimately lead -

to' the destruction of the Chinese trade? In his
opinion, “if the East-India Company were de-
 cided upon this point, it would be illusory and
unjustifiable, in the extreme, in them not to state
to the Legislature that they were unable, on such
congitions as were proposed, to,carry on the bu-
:siness: of the Company. He was s0rty to observe,
when the Courst last met, that the same honour-
able gentleman who had \taken, what had been

,called, so; singular a line of condugt in this Court,
persisted in. agerting that the Diregtors had begn

r 2
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:iwmqua'rirmspect of the negociation they had had
owith His Majesty’s Ministers. He was sorry that
. the'should persist in that assertion; because, in
;i.\w “the present stage of the business, it could be at-
. «tended with no good end : and, certainly, it very
& ‘il accorded ‘with the professions of friendship
- Mthe honourable gentleman held-out for :a system
. vof-which he had been pleased to: express: his
- wstrongest - approbation: but, he would say; that
§f the Court were upanimous amongst themselves,
+he did not despair of a satisfactory adjustment of
lf‘%hls subject. ", For ‘his own part, he highly ap-
~ wproved the conduct of the Directors in the nego-
“eiation. It was not true, that they held out any
© «feeling of reluctance to meet the proposal - of Go-
“wernment; on the contrary, they had stated, that
“they would. undertake to come to an amicable
ragreement with the Government, if the proposal
- “should be' effectually insisted upon, and. even if
““they thought it ab:o'utely ruinous.
v+ 7 He. was sorry to find that he had unfortunately
~iigiven offenice to the honourable gentleman by some
vvvvv viexpressions used by him (Mr. Impey) at the last
- wCourt; inwhich he called the honourable gentleman
~1:an enemy to the East India Company. He assared
| ardthe Court hevhad nowish whatever: to -detract
| dbfrom the character-of that honourable gentleman,
_ 2dbysuch a declaration. Indeed, at first,-he ‘was
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_miot conscious that he had made use -of -any:such I’
expression, -or | that any ' observation’ had fallen’
- from him which could procure such an‘effget
- upon the honourable gentleman’s feelingss buthe
found, from the printed report of the debates,
words were imputed to him, and which, he dared
to say, were used, to this effect : * that it was not
every enemy of the EastIndia Company who wasso
Uiberal as the honourable gentleman;” or,in ogher
‘words; that the honourable gentleman was mote
liberal than other enemies of the East India Com-
‘pany.  The 'words he could not recall; but, he
hoped the Court would give him leave to justify -
them as well as be could.: In the first place he
-certainly never thought that in.accusing the ho-
nourable gentleran of being an enemy to the
.Company he could be considered as having cast
‘an imputation upon his. moral character. Every
one knew that Adam Smith was an enemy to the
India Company. - Every body knew. also that
Mr. Burke was no friend to the Company;iyet no-
man thought proper to make that a subject of im-
" ‘putation upon 'their ‘moral chatacters. ..All -he
- vcould mean by what he said was merely an im-
¢ -putation upon: the honourable gentleman’s iutel-
. dectual, and: not his moraé; chiaracter : and if ithe
~«honourable gentleman coneeived: that theseiwords
+an the Pctmou relating te the .illusion shoyld: be
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m ‘ott, all ‘that ‘could be said was, that the

~ Blitme must be thrown upon the whole Court if
&Qy ‘could nat concur in his sentiments. ~ But he
teaﬂy"thouvht, when the honourable gentleman
~ Bad made up his mind to act the part he had

‘taken in the Court, he ought also to have made

- uip his mind to be considered as an enemy of the
' Company. “That honourable gentleman had op-
. ‘posed their statements, and thrown every obstacle

e could, in the way of their proccedings, and
‘every word of the honourable gentieman shewed

~as all must admit, that the honourable gentleman
. was an enemy of the India Company. If that
- ‘was the case he was at a loss to recongile the

conduct of the henourable gentleman with his
expression, when he declared that he threw the
imputation back into the tecth of the person
who had designated him as an enemy, to the
‘Company. The inference of this was, that they

_ “Wwere the enemies of the Company who advocated

~ “their cause ; and, to simple minds, it would seem

“from thence, that the honourable gentleman was
‘the only friend,and that the East-India Company
‘were ‘enemies to themselves | —(Much laughter.)
“But the ‘honourable gentleman was not only not

| ‘eontented with assuring the Company that e

A ‘was m :thehvf.cneﬂiy,'but he W‘Oﬂld have the

‘Court believe that the merchaats of the Outports
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were ot their enemies. - Now, if the merchants
were - not -their enemies, he much Jlamented
that the Company had been so egregiously de-

. ceived with respect to their intentions, and it
would have been much to their satisfaction

if they had been apprized of this, in order that

they might not only avoid ruin by their own

means,’ but that they might have the satisfaction
of falling by the daggers of their own friends—=
like Caxsar, whose assassins hailed him with -

obsequious reverence at the moment when their
poignards were raised for ‘his  destruction.—=
(Hear ! hear /) If he bad inclined to be poctical
upon . this subject he could remind the Court of
an adage which they must all remember :—

““ An open foe may prove a curse,
““ But a pretended friend is worse.”

And as the honourable gentleman pretended to
be one of the warm friends of the Company, he
-would beg leave to ask, what were the tributes
«of -that friendship ? The continued opposition of
the honourable gentleman had made him  their

friend, just as too great partiality for his enemits

thad. ihstructed him in the duties of their interests
and the disinterested feeling of the honourable

-.gentleman reiminded him of. anotbercougkt from

PG
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,My fnend may have the meat that i m_]urcs mc,

th “petitions of the 0utports, would not ad-
“mit, that there were in them many calummies
and ‘many assertions hostile to the Fast:India
- @ompany ? For he had not heard that honourable -
-gentlemdn shew the slightest indignation against
~any of them, which he certainly would have
done had he been sincerely the friend. of the
. Company. The Court had a right to ask this,
of him ; and if he really entertained those sentis
ments of friendship for the interest of the Com-
pany’s claims, he trusted he would no longer
oppose them;—no longer disseminate language
ua.d principles which might be seriously injurious
to those whose friend he professed to be. If the
mutable gentleman should pursue the same
_ lime of.conduct, it would be 1mpos51b)e to believe
m there was any sincerity in his declarations
- and hemust at once be pronounced to be an
~enemy 3 on the other hand, should healter the .
- line of -conduct ‘whick he had hitherto pursued,
W g s
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~and " prove * himself the “sincere friend of tbt, %
Company, it was unnecessary to say that the 3
‘Court would be thoroughly gratified by his ex-
ertions. He (Mr. Impey) was sorry to have taken
up so much of the time and attention of the
Court. The crisis was near approaching' when'
they would come to the formal business of pre=:
senting the Petition to Parliament ;—a- Petition’ *
which, if it was in substance true, no man oughh
“to cavil at its inferior points. He anticipated ani
unanimous vote upon this question, and that the¢
Petition would be presented to Parliament un~.
altered. %
. The amendment, as moved by Mr. Hume,
was then read by the Glerk; and the question’
-was put by the Chairman, * that those words'
stand part of. the Petition,” svhen it was ne«
gatived with only fwo hands in its favour.

Mr. IHume again rose and said, that, seeing. the
disposition of the Court, he should not persist:
in moving what he conscientiously conceived s
to be sound objections to the Petition and the#
right course of proceeding on the present occa- '
sion. ~If simple assertion. was to be brought#
forward, and stated in opposition to what hg«had.»
offered as facts, and given from the actual age
counts laid before. the public and the House: ﬁ |
Commons itsclf; and, if simple declaration, on

Q./




DEBATE AT THE

the: part of horourable gentlemen, were to be

réceived as proofs in answer to what he had of-

; _-f.a'rcd as facts in the case, he thought it was wholly

unnecessary for him to attempt any thing further
in that Court. This, however, he would under-

* take to say, that he could not admit, for one

moment, the imputation that any unworthy mo-
tive had actuated him in any part of his conduct ;
and if he did not: think that, in withdrawing

from the East-India Company a part of their va-

rious expences and commercial engagements,
and allowing a participation of- the trade to the
Outports, would be attended with benefit to the
country as well as to their best interests, he
should not for a moment have ventured to oppose
any thing offered to the Court. Already he had
stated an instance of the strongest and most im-
portant nature, for the purpose of shewing the
necessity of alleviating the national distresses of
the country; and he should not, at this time, re-
new his observations upon that subject. Upon the
matter of illusion, it wasconsidered by honourable -
Proprietors; who spoke in the course of this day,
that the opening of the trade to India was an

illusion. = He' could have given an instance, as

strongas ever ‘was known, and -as.ever oc-
supied" the attention of ‘any . political body,
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 for the purpose’ of illustrating ~ the ' subject; and
shewing the fallacy of thatidea. He alluded to
events in Spain,. when that country was' the
centre of all trade for the commierce of Europes
‘What, be would ask, was the cry of ruin and
starvation— =~ 0

Mr. Parnther spoke to order, and sald that
the honourable gentleman had already spoken,
and there was no question before the Court, !

The Chairman said he understood the honours
able Proprietor to say, that he did not mean m,
persist in his other amendments. '

Mr. Hume said, in his other amendments he
certainly did not mean to persist. .
The Chairman said, if that was the case ke
would submit to the honourable Proprictor th&t ‘
any further speech was unnecessary, ;
A cry of Question now prevarlcd thwrough the
Court. v A 1

Mr. Hume thought it might appear very exs
traordimary if, having come before the Court to
propaese amendments, he had retired gnd des
climed supporting them, without assigning  his
xeasons for such conduct. « As that would appear /
extremely inconsistent, e hoped he should: be /
altowed to state his reasons for withdrawing: t
amendments, and why he would: not press the
Q2 ,
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. “iquestion.—(Cries “of Question ! question’! gues-

‘tion!) He would not take up the time of the
!J@ourt as he saw it was determined he éhou'ld

,anthe heard.(—No ! no! no!)

‘91‘ The Chairman begged it might be understood

*ethat there was not the” slightest disinclination

~‘either before or behind the'bar to hear any thing
1he honourable Proprietor might think it neces-
Lisary to sug ggest 3 but, learning that he meant to
+iggithdraw his amendments from the consideration
""of the Court, it did appear to him that his obser-

““ydtions were somewhat irrelevant. He begged .

“pardon for making use of that expression ; but he

5 -‘h’e&lly thought the course thie honourable gentle-
“man was now pursuing was wide of the question

¥

" “‘before’ the Court, whi¢h he apprehended was

sxmply to approve of the Petition. If the honour-

“dble gentleman had persisted in his amend-
“‘ments, he might have taken a more extensive
“‘scope of argument; but as he had very kindly and
«eonsiderately, for the benefit of the Court, de-
‘“iclared ighat he would not take up their time, by
““farther opposing the Petition, he (the Chairman)
“ghould submit whether the question ought not
“mow'to be put upon the Petition? :
99 Mr. Hume said he had only two points to urge;
“but as there was no disposition to hear what he

ol k ' 4 Wi >
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-»had to say, he certainly should not trcspass upon
. the attention of the Court.

‘Mr. ' Randle, Juckson, spoke .to order. He“‘
. said, if the honourable gentleman was: to be als
lowed to sit down or stand up whenever he’
Pleased, there would be no end of their diseus-’
sions.  Nothing, he.avas persuaded, would  be
more painful to that Court than, on a question of
such great importance, that an impression should'
go forth of any honourable gentleman being com«
pelled to sit down, because the Court would not
give him a hearing. The honourable gentleman.
certainly was perfectly rightin attemptingto assign
his reasonstor not persisting inhis proposed amend«
ments ; but, according to the declaration which
. had now f{allen from the Chair, he was bound,as
matter of respect to the Court, and as a rule of ,
public debate, to confine himself strictly to a
declaration of those reasons why he did not per<
sist in his amendments. He (Mr. R. J.) was
anxious it should not go forth to the public,
that the declaration now made by the honourable
gentleman was founded in truth. Such a de-
claration would indeed appear to be very extras
ordinary, when it was. recollected  that -the
‘honourable. gentleman had distinctly avewed
yand . acknowledged he had, becn heard to the
full extent of his own wishes. Such was the ad-
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~ mission of the bonourable gentleman upon &
f«;mct day, which he supposed the hanours
 gble gemleman would hardly venture to deny,
~ and-whigh a publication, since sent forth into the
werld by that honeurable gentleman, fully cons
~ fumed.  The Court, therefore, must not allaw

" him to depart from his owpadmission. Certainly,.
~ from the disposition manifested by that honou-

 able gentleman, it was pretty certain that if his
- ipehinations were indulged, he would talk down
3 summer’s sun :—(q laugh)—yet he had ens
jeyed. the opportunity of being heard fully and

. fairly to the extent of his own wishes, he (Mr,
¢ Jackson) himself being among the auditors of his

- mepeated speeches upon this subject ;and certainly:

- be admitted it to be desirable that he should

bave been heard, because it was important to the
eharacter of the Court ; and, feeling it equally:
as impportant that the honourable gentleman
should not be allowed to declare out of the Court
that be had not had a patient hearing, he did

- hope: that he would now be attended to with all

the/respect due to talenfs like his, and that the
Court would {isten to sueh reasons as hasbesl

judgment might suggest.
. M. Hume said that if, on a former oceasion,

 he had . knowledged that he had been faliy:
" apd patiently heard; that acknowledgment was
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due to the indulgence and kindneéss of the Courty
but thé ‘allusion which the honotrable Proprietos'
had made as to his having intimated that such
indulgence was not bestowed upon him, that wag
not the time of which he complained.. It was o
a subsequent occasion when, he was sorry '
say, that a very different disposition was manié
fested towards him ; but, at présent, he was dm
couraged from proceeding in the observatiofd
he was about to make, when he observed thaty
however irrelevant the observations of other Prow '
prietors were, and many such he had heard inthe
course of this debate, the rigid rule, which waé 3
now adopted against him, had not been enforced.
towards others, However, as he saw somé&’
symptoms of a disposition now to hear himy he'
should allude to the fact he had intended to bring’
forward before. It was a notorious circumstancé’
in history that there was a similar outcry in
Spain, when that country was the emporiudy of
commerce, to that whrch now assailed the ears of
every one upon the subjéet of East-India affairsy
when it was propose move the trade of that’
country from Cadiz fo orunna, the argum’enu? '
and the outcry on that occasion were, that destrues’
tion was to take place, to the commercé of 'the
eountry. 1 g

He had now stated every thing he wished o




- state’y because he: was: satisfied, that if he vens
tuted morethe Court would again think he was
ﬁhd(n‘mg from the subject. Tt was perfectly
‘impossiblerthat he could be deemed regular, after.
iat-had fallen from the Chair; and as he could
-mot hope that gentlemen would go along with
‘him in a' concurrence -of 'sentiment, he certainly
: hould not trespass longer on the attention.of the
- Court,—(Cries of Go on! go on!)—The horour=
~ able gentleman continued:- and said, thathe
.« thought it was perfectly unnecessary and use-: 23
-“}l&s for him te go on, when he perceived. the:
feeling of the- Court towards him. : He, was
B aware, that when he stated his reasons for move’
4 3(‘1‘g-‘.his original amendment,:the honeurable gen-
¢ tléman; who sat within the bar (Mr. Thornton),
* had'declared, that in point of opposition; nothing
5] - would induce him to agree with his (Mr. Hume’s)’
f mndtncnt.--( No, no ! no such thing !)
S Sailhe - D: puty- Chairman (Mr. Fhornton) . said,
he ‘Wwished to-be understood,: that it was not ron
- aceount of oppositionygdtasthe honourable gens:
. tleman that he did Magrec with his amend-
’V"Mt" ‘because -he should“think that a very un-
- worthy motive, ~which never could eperate. on-
- hig¥mind. ' But it was from ' the manner-in.
f “which the homourable gent}\.man proposed:ito
gwe ap a prmaas fmotion,  that e could
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not give his:sanction to a-suggéstion which. hg
thought would- be extremely detrimental to the
Country. He therefore begged leave to set.the
honourable gentleman right, by assuring. hims *
that he had no unworthy motive for opposmg htﬂr _
amendment. By

Mr. Rock now attempted to address the Cgmt;
but his voice was drowned by the cry of Quess &
tion! 2uestion ! . s

Mr. Hume again rose. - He said, he was on}p
stating one of fifty reasons why he was discous
raged from proceeding, and why he was deterred;
from going on with such observations as occurred -
to him. He had taken down the honourable
gentleman’s (Mr. Thornton) words, and he took
them down right, he was sure. The words, 8
said, were these : “ that previous to coming @
Court he saw no particular objection to those
words being left out ; but now, secing the quar-
ter from which the proposition came, and the
manner of its being done, he, for one, hoped the:
amendment would not be adopted.”  He ap=
pealed to the Court, whether he was not correct?
The hop, gentleman had said, that although hes
admitted that the words were immaterial, they be-
came matter of great consequence, because the
proposal to leave them out came from bhim (Mr.
Hume). Surely, when such a dispesition as this;
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N%amfested(towards hxm, was he not ]ushﬁed ;
: ymg, that there seemed to be no inclination
9 glve him a patient hearing? This shewed, not-
Vﬂthstandmg the sincere professions he had made
_Qt: good-will towards the Company, that the ho-
gnourable gentleman proceeded on the idea of his
-',‘bemg an enemy. He appealed to the recollec-
,tlon and justice of the Court, whether the sole
: ground of his proposition was not his wish that
the Court should be unanimous in their sentiments
‘upon the subject of their Petition, and that they

SN

should agree to nothing which should afford
€, ground for any thing like cavil on the part of

those who were enemies of the Company. He
w:shed clearly to be undemstood, notwithstand-
what an honourable gentleman had said,

t he was a new convert upon this subject, he
was by no means so indifferent to the interest and

Welfare of the Company for that reason, That

honourable gentleman had remarked, that new

converts were not generally so sincere in their

séntiments, and so zealous to propagate their

fai b as the old disciples of the system. The hoa

NOUrable gentleman was mistaken in hu ldeas
_ upon thut sub)ect for it was generally remar&ed,
‘ Hdeat new converts were remarkable for their zeal
in the new doctrines they had embraced, and he

¥ trustcd the Court would ﬂ)d in him as worthy a

w,
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disciple as any of the most zealous of theu'
friends, But really hc should consider hlmsaf
obtrudmg on the time of the Court, if he were to
go through all the observations he should wish4o
“have made in support of the other obJectlons fo ,
thls petition, Trusting, however, that l‘hes‘e
points to which he had taken exception would be
explained elsewhere in the way an honourablc
gentleman had stated, he should not now tresPass
any further on the time of the Court. :

The question was then put upon the Pctltlon,
and carried, with only one dissentient vote,

A second Petition to Parliament, to enable the
Company to raise money, if it should be necesé-
sary, to meet the bonds that had been paid, and
other calculations relating to the East India Com-
pany’s affairs, was then laid before the Court
read, and agreed to.

The Chairman stated to the Court, that there
were two other Petitions to be read, which were
merely Petitions to the House of Commons to fe"
ceive the Petitions which the Court had )ust ap—
proved of.

The Petitions were then read, and agreed to
unammous] ¥.
 The e Chairman then said, he had only to move

hat the Company s seal be affixed to the Petl-
t&on.,

L

R2



© o4 Mr. Hume asked, whether it was not useal, in
£ ?at‘itions like the two last agreed to, for the, Pe-
- titioners to pray that they might be heard by their
,.ggj@upﬁe], if necessary. .
‘, £ 4 The Chairman said, he beheved not but if the
Petitioners against the Company wished to be
w,; Jhe ard by Counsel, then it would be necessary for
'; tbc East India Company to have Counsel also.

Mr Hume obscrved, he had merely mentioned
1tr.as it occurred to him. it might be necessary.

The Chairman repllcd that thg Company, mast
1'§§axt for the occasion, if Counsel should be ne- |
cefsary ,

_The question for putting the Company’s seal to
the Petitions was then carried unanimously.

_ . The question, * that this Court do now ad-
’?Bum," having been put by the Chairman,

«Mr. Randle Jackson rose. He begged pardon
for rising at this hour of the day to trespass on the
at cntlou of the Court: but he did it with a view

calﬁng their notice to the further papers just
pubhshed by the Company (No. 8.), respecting
the ncgociation for a renewal of the East India
Company s, privileges. . Those papers purperted
tgfont,am an answer to the arguments urged in

e Pctmons from the Outports against. the re-
ne,wa;l Qf ths -Company’s Chartey. . The Company

av;ng been mformed by one of His Majesty;

T’C WIOVE! O AL I m @isl i
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principal Sectetaries of ‘State, in his letter of’ the £l

ath'of January, that'they might have the Péti-

tions presented to Parliament in the course of the
. last session laid before them, for the purpose “of
ascertaining' the species of arguments which had
induced His Majesty’s Ministers to ‘be of opi- *

nion; that the import trade from the East Indies

should not be confined to the Port of London ;
and as the Company felt it their duty to submit

to the Legislature such representations as they

thought necessary for the security of their privi-

leges, they had availed themselves of that offer

so made to them. The Court, he was persuaded
would bear testimony to the ability and the con-
vincing arguments eontained in those papers, in

> ;}(

answer to the demands of the Outports. The

difficulty. of their task must have, indeed, been
very great, when they considered the mass of Pe-
titions, heavy beyond all example, which the

Court of Directors had to peruse. Perhaps their

reply to the propositions contained in those Peti-

tions was the completest answer that could be

“given upon such a subject. He would not nd\w :

‘enteginto a recapitulation” of the important de-

tails contained in those papers, though the state- .

ments were as succinct as it was pOS&lbIc fOl’ thc

anost lucid. arrangement, and the strengest Tan-

guage to make: and though the reasons set forth

were of the most conclusive nature, in favour ‘of
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.1}: {Jompany, and would not fail, he hoped, of
ing a deep impression. upon the minds of His
: gesty s Mlmsters, yet he was afraid that the
: :Papers were too voluminous to allow a general
| pé!gusal of them ; and, consequently, the object of
"?g;,. Court would be defeated, however powerful
e argument, and however convincing the rea-
gonm«r. He therefore thought it was of the
gneatest importance to their cause that ' this re-
o port should on some future occasion, be com-
; p:esged into a more substantial and congise form,,
- “or thrown into a few short but expressive resolu-
"jxoas, in order that those who run might read—
;tofmduce the public and every one interested in
ihls qu,cstxox to hear the reasons, and read the
alggument of the Cump‘.ny—-ilm was a most
g g[csuoble vbject to attain; especially when he
Gonsxder d the extremely important propositions
contaxncd in that Report. [For this Report,
. 'sce the Appendix.). He would not detain
1hem by reciting those propositions, which struck
bis mind to be the most important ; but among
otbers, there was one which he could not re-
i sist stating to the Court. It had been mnotori-
¥ Q,usly said, but fallaciously argued, that the*East
» ]qdha Company possessed what was vurgarly
& caued, a monopoly in the trade to India, Any
man who read that report dispassionately, would
b@ convinced of the €rTongous impression which ;
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bad gone abroad on this subject He would ?ingf
upon the most satisfactory doeuments contam¢ R
in that report, that no less than £ 33,000,000 of
-money had been employed in commercial trat{s‘
actions, “‘without the Company’s having any pari- %

ticipation with that measure. Besides thls, theré

were a variety of other most important statements
upon the subject of the China trade, which shewed
how fallacious the views entertained by the publie i
were. The subject also of what was called the 3
Company's rights, was most ably treated. It was
asked, what rights had the Company ? \Vheﬁ’_
they talked of rights, what did they mean P
** They had no rights,” it was said. Surely thc g
public should entertain a just view of the sub)ect. i
Such a corporation as the India Company mus!
bave great and important rights, noththstandmg
the expiration of their Charter. Surely the pos- :
session which they enjoyed and had acquired in -
India; the commercial relations they had csta;-
blished under the sanction of the charter granfé& :
them in 1793, were rights as dear to them, and .

as_yalyable as the privileges enjoyed under the
Charter of the Corporation of London. 'Ihercfore, 6 |

when the Court taiked of rights, they mc:mf ,
those nghts claimed under exntmv cha‘tcrs 3 an ok
when they talked of being rumcd by the depnaf"
vation of thcnr chartcr, they called those grounds



. upon which they sought a continuanceof if, not
MOM claims ; and ocrtamly, in pomt‘of"

ﬂiﬂf appeal could be made to the justice and

- the gratitude of the country. What were the
gjﬁm‘s of the Company? They had established

¢ a2 system of government unexampled in the
vii “hxstory of any colonial settlement. They ‘bad
" provided regulations advantageous to themsclves
and to their mother country, and they had created

i a population beyond all caleulation great.  These
. were the grounds upon which, not the Com-
j‘ﬁ"fanys rights, but their claims were founded.

. The Company was much misrepresented when"
* it was stated that they called that a right by

~ which ‘they desired the continuance of an ex-
" clusive trade to India. Such was not the case.

- The Company merely called them claims, and not

. rights. This, and a varicty of other misrepre-

* sentations, in which the Company had been

. subjected; the paper he now alluded to would

.~ completely explain. - He took this occasion’ to-
. vindicate the Company from any disposition on
their parts to reject all aiterations in the pldn by

- which they enjoyed the exclusive trade to India ;- *
- but he apprehended that it was impossible @
* moré perfect system of government could be™:
_ established than that now acted upon iu India, *
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had turned out to be; and he thought it was im= ¢ 3
possible to makeyany -alteration in the political
system: by -which the East was governed, without .«
‘endangering the security of our empire in Indiast
De_;irous, koweve¥, as he was, that the report to's
which he-bad -adverted might - be attended withe
the greatest possible advantage in removing those *
misrepresentations -and prejudices by which the: !
public judgment was warped upon  this subject,*; 1
he felt a strong wish that &t might be reduced .«
to such a form which, while, on the one hand, by
its brevity, it lost none of the spirit of the originals
and; on the other, insured the certainty of its
intended effect. He should not now, however,
trespass upon the time of the Court by offering
any proposition upon the subject; but certainly,-
at some future Court, without its being called for
the purpose, he should propose something in the. ¢
naturc of these four short resolutions containing .
the spirit of the report. With this intimitien, .
perhaps he would at the next Court, or.the
earliest -convenient season, take the liberty of
offering some proposition of that nature. .
The Rev. Mr. Thirkeall begged -to rermrk, iy
with respect to the papers alluded to by -the . 4
honeurable Proprietor, that, for his own. part,ja ¢
more luminous publication, or more conyincing, ...
arguments he . never read. They were such as ..
s

=
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' impressed upon his mind the strongest conviction
of the unanswerable merits of ;the India, Com
pgny s cause. He would submit, therefore, that
dnstead of abridging them of one word, as the
honourable and learned gentleman praposed, they
ought to scmain in their present uncxceptionable
shape. Every part of them was intelligible to
him ; and, being himself a man of very plain un-
derstanding, he was persuaded that every hody
present iaust be equally impressed with their
truth, and the force'of their reasoning, As the
papers were so very intelligible, he was persuaded
there was no man who felt any interest upon this

- subject would hesitate in reading every part of
them. He therefore thought the honourabie
gentleman’s proposition was rather impolitic s
and so far was he from thinking that they ought
to be compressed, that if the lecarned gentleman
would not, he would, move, that the Report shauld
bc prmted and circulated,
~ Mr. R. Jackson said he by no means wished to
excite discussion. He had merely offered his
reasons for thinking that the. report would pro-
duce a greater effect upon the public mind if it
was in a more compressed form. He was afraid
that in its present shape it was 80 Very. vo-
Tummous tha.t it would not be read. - His wish
v&as by no means to suppress any thmg contained
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init ; on the contrary, his desire was that it should =
be read. But'if it would not be read in its pre-
sent state, he was desirous of answering the pur-
pose of the Report by publishing certain reso-
lutions cositdining the substance of it.

Mr. I'mpey wished to make one observation.
It did seem to him, that no proposition like that
suggested by the honourable and learned gentle-
man would have the effect which the Report
itself would have upon the public mind. He
could not conceive that a Report, which con-
tained thirty or forty pages, and about nine pro-
positions, was of such a length as to intimidate
persons interested in this question from reading
it. Cenai&il was a most material Paper te
the cause of “the East-India Company ; and there
was no ‘person, he was petsuaded, who would
take the trouble to read it, who would not be
struck with the importance and the weight of the
arguments contained in it. He believed there
were few minds, even the most unenlfghténed
to which its statements would not be mtelhgrb!e
Perhaps it might be thought rather voluminous ;
but, in his opinion, it would be 1mpossfble to
compress it without the effect intended being
materially lessened.  No person, who entertained
a due sense of the importance of this vast ques:

tion, could feel any disinclination to peruse a
s 2
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~«document: even ‘of . much  greater length.: He
niaherefore should rather have expected thatia mo-
_=.tion would have been 'offered for printing 'and
- ‘(aircnlating a Report so important to the views
. «'of the Company. .
(o Mr. Hume rose amidst a .cry of “ No ques-
«tion!” for-the purpose of addressing the Court.
He said he was convinced what he was' about to
:~do was irregular ; but he assured the Court that
- he would not have felt disposed to say one word,
~had not the honourable gentleman who spoke
i Jast but two (Mr. Jackson) used so many on the
subject. The honourable gentleman had begged
the question in so many instances, that he could
not: help making one or two obseggations.—( 4
cry of question ! question!) However, as he now
saw there was no disposition to hear him, he
should certainly sit down.

The Chairman begged to remind the honour-
able gentleman that there was no question before
the Court. His honourable and learned friend
(Mr. Jackson) did not bring any question under
the consideration of the Court. He had merely
given notice that he should perhaps, on some

_ futare occasion, submit to the Court certain pro-
~ positions. The Court was not, however, debating
those propositions at the present moment. There-
fore he apprehended. the honourable gentleman
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(Mr. Hume) would be rather irregular in again @
addressing the/Court. - An honourable gentleman i
" on- his right hand-(Mr. Thirlwall) did propase
~~making some motion this dayggbut his honour-
able ané-fearned friend (Mr. Jackson) did not do
s0; and, with respect to the other honourable
gentleman’s motion, he would take the libertyof
submitting to him, as at the present moment '#hé
Court was so much thinned by the departure ‘of
Proprietors, whether it would be proper to come
to a resolution of the nature suggested by him
under such circumstances. However, he would
leave it to his discretion. ;

The Rev. Mr. Thirlwall said that, with the
deference he felt for the opinionof the Chair, he
certainly would forbear following up his opinien
with a motion.

The Court was then adjourned sine die.



Copy of a Petition from the Easr-Inpia Com-
PANY {0 the Honorable House or ComMoOnNs.

To the Honorable the Commons of the United King-
dom of Great Britain and Ireland in Parliament
assembled,

The humble Petition of the Company
of Merchants of England trading to the
East-Indies,
SHEWETH : :
Tuat your Petitioners, in approaching this
Honorable House with an application for a contie
nuance of the system by which the relation betweem
Great Britain and the East-Indies is now regulated,
hope they may be permitted to state the outlines of
the history of the establishment of your Petitioners,
as well us their present situation, asto their property
and rights, their functions and obligations,

T'hat the first adventurers in a trade from England 1o
the East-Iindies, by the way of the Cape of Good Hope,
were incorpBrated by Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth,
by ber royal letters patent, bearing date the 31st day
of December 1601%, by the stile of ¢ The Governor
“ and Company of Merchants of London trading inte
“ the East-Indies,” to whom, by the same mstrument,
the exclusive right of trading to, that country was

ranted by Her said Majesty for a term of fiftecn years
om Christmas then last past.

That the corporate capacity of the said Governor
and Company of Merchants of Lendon trading isto

* Printed Charters, 410, edition, page 3.
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East-Indies, with the privilege of the exclusive .
de, was renewed, revived, and confirmed to them,
in perpetuity, by several charters, or letters patent,
granted respectively by -their Majesties, King James
the First, King Charles Second, King James the
Secoud, and King Williggeand Queen Mary * : sub-

“ject, nevertheless, to a.Provision, that if<the conti-’

nuance of any of their charters, in the whele or in
t, should not be profitable to the reatm, that, upon
three years warning to be given to the said Company,
all the said charters should cease, determine, and be
void, + ; .
Thar the said Governor and Company were emposw-
ered by their Charters to establich factories and settle-

- ments in th*st-lndiui ; to have the government of

such factorigh®nd settlements, and to appoint governors ;
with a judicial power to equip and maintain military for-
ces, by sea and land, for the defence of their settlements ;
with the power of muking peace and war with any

. princes or people who were not Christians, within any

places of their trade; to make reprisals from those
persons, in those parts, from whom they should sustain
any loss or injury ; to erect castles, fortifications, forts,
and garrisons ; and also to coin Indian money§.
That, by virtue of these powers, the said Governor
and Company wmade settlements, and built forts and
factories at different places in the East-Indies, at a very
great expence ; which settlements, forts, and factories,
with some territory anuexed to them, were purchased
from the uative princes of the countr?within their
limits, The sovereignty remained with their respec.

" tive chiefs, but the inmediate government of those

acquisitions was exercised by the Company, under
the powers which are before wentioned to have been

€ Printed Charters, 4to. edition, 31st May 1600, page $7;
3d 1661, gngt 54 ; ‘5th October 1677, page 108 ; Oth August
1683, .page 1105 12th April 1686, page 125 ; 7th Ocwober :&';
Wifcﬁs 11th November 1693, page 152. - 3 A

+ . 28th September 1604, page 181. :

4 Ibid. 3d Apnl, 13th Charles I11. 1661, page 54.

§ Ibid. 5th October, 28ih, Charles 1. 1077, page ¥it.

. pro



its’ bm\g a&ﬁﬁ W"’by ‘the Dutcﬁa .
1651.° o STV
That the’ pmpért “and’ soverefgnf) in umf ove:ﬂxé'“ ¢
port and island of minbay having been ceded b tﬁe |
King of Per tugal to’ His said Majesty, King Chatles
the "Second, as part of the dowry of the Thfanta ©
Portugal on heér tmu‘rmge with King Charles, His ?n
Majesty, { his royal Ictrers patent, bearing dute the =
27th day of March 1669 ¥, granted and conveyed unto
the suudy Governor and Compavy, their successors and ik
assigns, the property thereof, with all the rights, p:‘g-_M
hts, territories, and appurtenances, a and coustntuted
them the true and absotute lords and proprietofs: 0(
the ‘pott and . island, in the most unlimited manner
saving to His MaJesty, his heirs' and’ successors, hu
royal sovercignty of and over the ‘inhabitants there :
but His Majesty granted the authority of immediaté ~
civil and military government of the place to the Com-. -
pany. And St. Helena having been taken from the said oy
Company by the Dutch, in the war of 1674, was re- - |
taken by a force belongmg to King Charles the Second, 3
who, by his m{al letters patent, béaring date the 1’6&
day of December 1674 1-, regranted that island, with |
all the rights, profits, territories, and appuf;enances A
whatsoever, unto the said Governor and Compa.n their
successors and assigns; and His Majesty c e&
them the true and a solute lords and propﬂetq"%e
of, saving the allegiarice due to His Majesty, his ‘heirs
and successors: and the said charter contained powe
and tﬁthontnegﬁ:r thc government and defence of 1
said island. X
* That, by an act of Parliament, pasde’ﬂ in the ﬁtﬁfﬂl

ye ‘of &be reign_of His late Majesty, King. Wnuum

ra,uing a sum of two mi wm[,.
ubli o service, it wes enacted, that all the su
nnhm xo “the said loan- nhonidbe!nhm to tw

ot |
"y N"

® Privited Chilfters, page 80. «nhd
Iﬂu:ldlowmiaarl. cap. 44, sect, 61, p-ﬁ,
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 and use the trade of merchandize, -in such places; and:
by such ways-and pass?cs, as were then already fre~
- queated, found;out, or discovereds or which thereafter
. should be found outor discovered, and as they severally
‘should esteem to be fittest or best for them, into.and
« from the Fast-Indies, in the countries and parts of Asia’
. and Africa, andintoand from the islands, Posts, havens,
- _cities, crecks, towns, and places of Asia, Africa, and
~ America, or any of them, beyond the Cape of Bona
~Esperanza to the Streighits of Magellan, where any trade
or traffic of merchandize avas, or.might be, used or had,
and to and from every of them, And, by the said.act *,
His Majesty was. empowered to incorporate auy of tho
subseribers, who should desire it, to trade with a joint
" stoek : and it was enacted +, that at, any time, upoir
three years’ notice, after the 29th day of Scptember.
1711, upon repayment by Parliament of the said sam -
of two. millions, or such part thereof as should be.ad., .
vanced, all the corporations to be created in pursuance:
- of that act, and the benefit of trade thereby given,
should absoiutely cease -and determinc: and it was
enacted [, that all such persons as should have a right
of trading by virtae of that act, should have the sole.
and: exclusive. trade. within _the limits before men-
tioned. ~ .
. That the said sum of two millions was subscribed
within thetime limited by the said act; and thereupon,
.. by, a.cbkarter, bearing date the 5th day of Scptember
1698 §, Hisisaid -Majesty. was pleased to incorporate
ghg,.l;trgér part-of the, sut;scribers to the said Jloan, by
the stile of *¢ the English Company trading-to the
Last-Indies;” and, by the said charter; powers of mak-
i;@gettlements, and governing them, and maintaining
- military forces. for their defence, were granted to the
.agjis.h Compang, similar to those which are. before’
~ stated to have been granted to the Old Company, singe
distinguished by the appetlation of the London Com-'
pany, the sovereign right, power, and dominion over

; (S sb womd

v

#0 ®Becti62 v i 4 Sect 79, ¥ 4n . { Seck #1
§ Printed Charters, p. 188, RACGINOLY DU Kb 30l
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APPENDIX.

all the settlcmems to be maae,*bemw reserved to H’M‘
said Majesty/ /o0 g0 @

That ‘tl)(, above’ 'mcf of parhament and chmer wonld
have ‘operated to have extinguished and 'determined
the: corporate 'capacity and prwrlegcn of the' London*
Company, bat the dct contained a provisiot; that they'
should hawe liberty to trade till the ‘29th of September:
1701 : and ‘the -London' Company having subscribed
the sum of £315,000 towards the sum of £2,000,000
to be raised, became' entitled 10 tradé in respect of it'y
and thucfore, by an act of Parliament passed in thé
twelfth year ‘of the reign of His said Majesty, ng
William the Third *, their corporate ‘capacity ‘was con=
tinued to them, su‘)Ject nevertheless to ‘be determined”
upon the redemption of the fund established by the sald
actofthe ninth of His said Majesty’s reign.

That the said English’ Company acqulred and sett}eﬂ
several factories in the' “East-lndlesat a very large ex-
pence +.

That, previous to the erection of the Tnghsh Com-
pany, the London Company brad carried on their trade’
with the East-Indies in competition with the Portuguese’
and Datch and French Companies, and also in" com=
petition ‘with unlicenced adventurers from Great Bris
tain, who traded there, notwithstanding the exclusive
grants which the London Company was ‘in pmsesslon
of, and which unlicenced adventurers, at times, acs
(}uned considerable ascendancy amongst the native
« powers ] ; and, after theincorporation of ‘the- lunghsh
Company, lbev became also compéﬂt‘ors in the said’
trade :—and no European nation havm% then‘acquired
any-considerable tervitorial dominion, the whole of the *
trade by Karopeans was_carri¢d on elmrely at the'des
spotic will ‘and sufferance of the native princes of the’
Mogul'empire, the government and -6fficcrs of ‘which
almost constmtly shemd ‘their fayour and protccuon

4 184 i 18] T 2 . ! -

",,“‘\‘ Jis t,> iy i L VAT e W ".'f

* Private Acts, 12 Wan. I]I cap ¢8. e

4 Indéntare quinquepartitey p.310, they were made oyer 1é
the United Company for £70,000. ) FetitlFi e

1 See Annals of the East-India Company.’ Wi



xmmpeum fpom wkguwbey conld ‘obe
ents 3 .gnd,, iin.preporuon as they
g}? they oppressed’ dic others : as
your pcmﬂown shew; that the
the Lugl;sh Company in India; by means
mﬂuen;p with-the ministers and seryants of
mgm; all the 'principsl Toflicers and
pxcs ncy of the Loodon Company at
urp;, then eqh1e£ seat of their-tiade in India,'to
s, Impris for several seasons,. and wholly to in-
te| 'XPP; their dbmu.pgrua,l transagtions *. 0’
, Thatthe London. Company and the English Company
i gg lpg that, if thex:,gompemmn, had coatinped, ruin
K2 4 w hay ensued to.both, at,reed about the vear 1702,
- to.upite gether, . The umion was cffected by foree of
eral indeatures, dated. m,peau\ely the 22d duy
02; one being an indenture. tripartite made
en, Her late Majesty, Quecn Anoe, of the firyt -
art,, and the,said.London Cowpany of the second parr,
W ;he said Eng xsh Company, of the thipd part 43 and *
the, other - bewng an indenture quinquepartite made bes
- _tweep the suid Longon. Company of the fiest: part, the
4 ;1 g@zq nglish Company; of the sccond part; and certain.
j- S0Ds, ‘trusiees of property bdangmg to the London
‘Company of the third, fourth, and fifth parts]; and
yby forge of an act of Parliament passed in-the sixth
bgmr ?t gxg 0 of Qu n Anne § ; and of an award of
odolpbm, the Lord High Treasurer of
4 reat’ )%mam, dated the sa:b day of- bcptember 1708,
& n“ ¥ the, terms. Qf the ‘unian, all the pragexty and
"‘ tp b,elon mgc bath Companies, at home and
B oady ing ;ile ;sq;atlementz(ifom; f:z:ones,wnd
'?;'-, : mmm; W ey had acquired; as 18 ve stated
T e N‘ ug;d,' nd . an QQD;)deraﬁun of the value ofi the

G - of thers on;iotf‘e Complany lg;mg pudp:‘.;,:i \

B oy -;_ 55 acwh [tp m, theyy by, proper: ;
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~APPENDIX. 141
i _ ;
‘perty to the English Company':“and the English Coma
::n; were aﬂ&,d"‘inf-ﬂgb?nrof"the vnlilge' of théir.
property,~and’ the "propérty and rights of both Com-
& panies wepé theneeforth vested in'them, for' the beneéfic
»-of the hinited conceriny "“And the London' Compaftly
+-baving ~completed the transfer of ‘its property, sur~
renderedsits corporate capacity 3 and from thenceforth,
«the  English Company took the ‘stile ‘of ¢¢ thé United
Company of Merchants of England trading ‘to the
East-Indies,” ‘which is now the stile of your Petitioners.
Your Petitioners crave leave to draw the attention
of the House to some part of the subjects, of which the
property of your petitioners consisted at the time of
the union of the: two Companics in 1702, and'which
they derived by transfer from them, with the cogni~
- nizance and’ sanction of Her Majesty, Queen Anne,
and of the Parliament. ~Amongst other things, your
Petitioners were then entitled ‘to, and possessed of,
‘the Islands of Bombay and St. Helena, the sovereignty
Lof which was ‘vested in the Crown of Great Britainz =
they-were entitled to; and possessed of, the factories |
of Surat, Swally, Broach, Amadavad, Agra, and Luck. .
~now: on the coast’of Malabar they were -entitled
to, and possessed of, the forts of Carwar, Teﬂicherr)',
-and Angengo, and the factory of Calicut: on the coast
of Coromandel they were entitled to, and gossessed ‘of,
«the fort 8t. George, with the castle, fortifications, and'
territory thereto belonging, on - which a large city,.
called: Madras, was built, the houses of which belonged
to, and paid rent to, vour Petitioners 5 Fort St. Dawid,
being:astrong fort'and factory, and about thrée miles
compass of the circumjicent country, on which se-
weral small towns and villages were erected ; the face:
artories of Codelore, Porto Novo, Peé v'tpollee-, Madapol-
idam, ‘and the fort: and factory of Vizagapatam. Jn
tsBengaly your petitioners were eutitled to, and possessed
-cofy Fort Willinm, and the town of Calcutta, with a
large territory thereto belonging ; the factories of Bal-
Jasore, Cossimbuzar, Dacca, Hughly, Maulda, Raja-
maul, and Patna. | All these possessions were subject
te the sovereignty of the Great Mogul. « On the island
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- of Sumdtra your Petitioners wert entitled to, and pos-
v Wﬁf, Nork/Fort ut Beircoslen, anda factory, with
aterritory of about five miles thereto belonging, and a
ROTYUL g o8 o Liagr SO ORI E.
#hat afteér the union of the two Companies, your

tire the confidence of the natives of India,*and for
__aconsiderable period-of time they had ‘no occasion to
wse the fight ‘which théy enjoyed, of maintaining a
,,.“’(mﬂitm'ylforce,‘_exccpt for purpeses’ little beyond those
L of police, and as guurds of ‘their fortifications against
surprise 3 but, near'the ‘middle of ‘the last century, it
Became necessary for' your Petitioners to enlarge their
military force, and to exercise the power of war, and
“of making! politicdl engagements’with some of the na.
‘tive powers, to support tlic British interests in India,

“had bécome auxiliaries to- other native powers,

East Todics, and of excluZlir;g the Britislr nation wholly
firom Asiatic connnerce’; but, by means of the forces
raised and maintained by your Petitioners, and at their
‘soleexpence, your Petitioniers ‘completely defeated
those objects, o thaty at the conclusion of the' war,
- which ended in the yeur1763; the French were lcft
without one single settlement; amxd almost without in-
~ "fluence inany part of ‘Asia. :

uln the year 1757, the Nabob of Bengal permitted
your' Petitioners go-¢stablish a mint at Calcutta *; and,
upthe same veany the said Nabob made over to your
Petitiovers the property in‘certain lands in Bengal, ge-
- merally> called ‘the twenty-four Parganhast, and 'the
- sultpetre: lands of ithe arhole province of ' Bahary: and,

andan order to cown eract the intrigues of the Frenéh,

sabiggh L

- Petitioners conducted themselves so'as to tonciliate ind

2 with the design of driving yonr Petitioners cut of -tho

o

it the: year 1558y your Petitioners obtained a- grant
- from the said"Nabob for the free tentire of the town'of
_ Calewtay dischatged from the rent to ‘Wwhich, to that

timey it had been subjeci§i In the yeat 1759, the 'Sou- -

- bab'of the BPecan made ‘over to your Petitioners: the

£1°w
S
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‘tlon; and revenues shonld remai
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whnleof. tlmqmar«oi Masnhpam,mth elght dmrieﬁqg v
as well as the cirear of Nizampatamn, and the districts
of Condavir, and; W’a\colmmmer"E In: the year 13635
the Nabob of Areot made 'overto your Petitioners ses’
veral districts of Jand surrounding ‘Madrast, whith
lands have since been called the, jaghire of youar Petiy
tioners : .and snch transfer was coufirmed, in the year
1765, by the said Nabob, and also by the Great Mox:
guil. In the year 64, the Mogul made over to yous
Petitiongrs the couatry of the (Juuchoor and the vest:
of the Zemindary of Rajah Bulwant Sing§. In the .
year 1765, the Great, Mogal grauted to- your. Petis
tioners the country called the Northern Circarslyand’
in the following year, such grant wasacceded to by thei
Soubah¥[ and, in the year 1763, the Great Mogul aps
pointed your Petitioners, in perpetaity, to the office of: * i
Dewan of the provinces of Bengul, Bahar, and Orissay.
such appointment being made as a free gift**; and, by
virtue of such grant, your Petitioners, in the execution
of the. office, acquired the right of collection of all the!
revenues of the said provinces, for their own use, frea)
from any account theveof to be rendered. ida bl

Your Petitiongrs crave leave to remark, that no part. -
of the property 1n any of the forts, factorles, or territo-: ,‘-‘
ries, which became vested in. yoar Petitioners at the
time of the union of the two Compaunies, nor any of the:
territories nor rights, lastly hereinbefore mentioned 2o
have been granted, to your Petitioners, were acquirdd
by conquest, but by purchase, by means-of pecudiany:
payments, er by services rendered to, er other goeodw
considerations moving the grantors. iofrtaso

That, abonut the year 1767, a claim was made, on tbmx
patt of the i’ublu,, to the bencficial intercst in!the terss
ritorial acquisitions and, revenues. then’ lately obtained::
there ;. and. thereupan agreements ‘hage been madeyt
from time 1o time, that the pmﬁon of. such acquisis

ith your Puieionen,w o
upon a pytmpauon, of  the probt. of the-revenuebes |

Wi

~* Printed Treaties, pagﬂ 347. 1+ Tbid. page.348.% % Ibid! pugesse

§ Ibid. page37. ¢ | Iid. page 361. & Ibid. poge 567,
** ]bid. page 43. =



‘to’tbe cLums

s e 1767, it (e
i’uﬂfcﬂl‘of ybﬁri’etuwhérs)* o
ut ‘previous to’ the ‘yeiit” 1'1’13" e i'hu\eht
‘the sevtlements and acquisitions’ i o India was don-
%‘:ﬁ ‘inder the u:?ﬂom‘ro\ﬂe& direction_of ‘your Pes
en, by virte of the ‘govsc.rs of government,

o

“derived from' charters; but ever
ﬁﬁthc yeur 1773, the mode bf‘the ‘immedidte go.
"‘"vémment of India has’ beén"regiﬂpted by L’ar ia-
- mentd: and from that time' to the year 1784, in pur=
. suance of directions of acts’ of arhament, the’ Lords
“5ﬂ&htmm°ners of ‘His Majesty s Treasary, and one of

~ Hi§'Majesty’s principal Sccretaries of State, in’'their se-
- weral departiments, were tade acquainted with the cora
_ respondence and orders sent toand received frorm Yﬁd;a
yyour Petitioners, it any way relating to the ma=
emet of the revenue, or civi dr‘*tnilinry affairs and
o ernment ‘of your Petitioners in that coumry : and
om the year 1784 to the preseml time, all acts, opéras
tions, and concerns, which in any 'ways have rélated’ to,
ﬁ’ﬂonéemed the civil o military’ govcrnment OF reve-
- mwies of the térritories and acqmsitiom in the East In-
diés, have bega glaced under'the siperintendance and
eotitrouf of certain Commissioners ‘appointed by Mis
n misuance of acts of parlimnent passed for
1; and” Your Pe*uuongrs have been re.
| /iy . giving aﬁy orders ot directions relative
gt ‘ﬂmﬂo, without the concurrence of the said ‘Comimis-
sionicrs “‘and in" cases in which the said Commiissioners
ve' been of ognpion, that the subject mistter of ‘any'of
“their diﬁbexh 8, concerning the levging war or du&-

. aee, Of treatiig or negodiating With any. of the

‘princes b\"‘)ﬁteq in India, commfmcatea' in’ or.

d M‘& e“f”f of the govemmems in Tudia, bave ?eékﬁf
| g Geol I, éap, 675 @ o T . ztwsbaem
\ Ty TG T L A p 01 80 o TLE ag 665 &5 GEBITH,
'\ eap. 65; 33 Geo. 3. cap. 52,

fzs 111 cap. 63, y
% 111 cap 953 28 Geo, I1I. eap k i %‘G
e-p lO, 39 Geo. 111. c:p 5%
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