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fNTRODUCTION 
THE period covered by the lJresent volume commences just 

~efore the calling of the Short Parliament and ends (in the middle 
of the <!iv;.J.W.r) with the death of Pym and the southward march 
of the Scottish tro0ts to aid the forces of the English Parliament. 
With the events ~that .momentous time the reader is doubtless 
familiar, and it is only necClllary to ask him to bear in mind, when 
reading this record of the doings of the East India Company, the 
1¥wildering and threatening state of public affairs throughout the 
four years. How~r~atlytrade in general, and that of the East India 
Company in particular, was impeded and injured will be easily 
reaiiz:d. Tije jeneral insecurity made every merchant cautious 
in theef>urchase of goods, especially such commodities as silks and 
calicoes and indigo, \vith the result that the Company could 
scarcely find a market, and was forced either to seek outlets abroad 
for the contents of its overstock-ed ~rehot$ea, or to distribute them 
among its members. Fresh capit~ was a pressing necessity; yet 
who would tisk in distant enterprises mCWley which he miiht 
urgently need to-morrow? Td these ffoubl~s we may add, in the 
earlier part of th~ time, thl, celebrated pepper bargain, by which • • the King unirftentionally inflicted a serious monetary loss upon the 
Company: apd later on tile considerable exactions made by the • Parliamentary party for the service- of the State, together with 
sweeping sequestrations of the adventur~ of the Royalist plembers. 
Weighing thest: di'ltractions and difficulties, we almost wonder that 
the East India mer~hants succeeded in keeping their Company 
afloat, and ~e pay a tribute of admiration to the ,men-particularly 
. .' Clilkayne ft.~ Methwold-who with undaunted courage steered the 
crazy vessel thro~gh all .angers into the cumparatively calm - . waters of the Protectorate .period. • 

It was.l1fy.~ra&lally Jhat the situation grew menicin!. In point 
of fact the ysr 1640 opeped for the East India Company with 
prospCcts that we'"e distinctly encouraging. True, there were 

• • a 2 



iv COURT MINUTES 

clouds on the hoHzon. The current Joint Stock (~he Thlfd) was 
heavily m debt j and, although it bad been stan;cd as rar ba~k • 
as 1631, the members had only received two 'divisipm. or 1\1 per 
cent. each/ The rival body known as Court'eEil's A;'iOciJlt.i9n was 
still in the field, and there was no ~aying what damage had been 
inflicted on the Company's interests in the/East by the ~et \ent 

-out in 1636 under Captain Weddell. On-the- other hand, King 
Charles had at last awakened tb the. fact that his encourage men. 
of such competitors was endangering ~he continuan~ ~the trade, 
and he had promiSed the Company his actlive support for the 
-future; there'were hopes of recovering B- .'lubst[Vtial sum from the 
Dutch in satisfaction of long-standin~claims; while, as a more 
tangible asset~ the /if ary had jYst arrived-from Surat with a valuable 
cargo.2 Further, it was confidently expected that on the strengi:8 
.ofthe King's promises (which included ~e grJn1:-of a new charter, 
with added privileges) the public would be induced to come 
forward with sufficient money for a new Joint Stock. 

The 'preamble' for the new subscription was f' completE~ ano 
received the royal approval early in Febroary, 1640. The list 
of subscribers was to remain open for Londoners until Lady Day, 
and for others until Ml'YCI--d~es w)1ich were afterwards extended 
to April 25 and May 15 resFectiveIy. Foreigners as well as 
Englishmen were to pe admitted, but the mmimum subscription 
was fixed at 1,0001. for tht:·forme~ and only 5001. for the latter. 
Although it is not so stated, the intentipn seems'i.o have been that 

r 
all subscribers should be incorporated by royal chafLer into a new 
Company, thus obtaining their freedom gratis; but aQyone buying 
an adventure afterwards was to pay a fee of 201., if an Englishman, 
or double. that s.um, if a f6reigner. The SUbscriptions were to be 
spread over four years, in sixteen quarterly payments commencing 
at Midsummer, 1640. The new charter wa!\ to make importaPt 

.. 
~pparently these had' been declared during the period (1637-392. f~ ~luch ~be 

('()urt Minutes are mIssIng-. It IS perhaps better to use' divlSlOIl! In tl:lI[ con,peXlon tlian 
, dmdl'llds', a.term whlct{ nowadays suggests profit bY Interest. Pnder the early form of 
the JOl11t Stock'system, as practised m the East Ingla Company, payments to the share
holders were of ~he nature of repayment of princIpal as well as; Qf dlstnSut~f profits. 

Valued at about r50,oool. It IS a good example ofl;.he large ~i!!s to be made m 
the IndIa trade that one cargo should thus produce about 35 per cl;nt of the ~omlnal 
capItal 
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changes in the government of the Company. 'the number of the 
I'. ' • 

Obmmlttees or. Man."gers was not to exceed twelve, frwn whom 
the Obvet't1or would appoint a Deputy; five of them, and the 
Gove~o~, were to retire"each year, a!ld the Governor was npt to be 
eligible for ~medra.te re-election. Finally, the old COIllpany was 
noteto l6end Qut any more stock after May, 1640, though it was 
to be allowed a suitabl~ time for bripging home its goods remain-

Jog in the East. , 
Proliabl: ~e shall not be far wrong in connecting with this 

impending appeal ¥>r fresh capi:ta1 th\'! c;1ivision of 25 per cent. 
(in silk 1) which ~ recovwended by the Court of Committees 
and accepted by· the ge~rality on February 7. A!. the same 
meeting authority was given for the dispatch .of a stock of 50,0001. 

if' the four ships then under ord~rs fnr the Indies, viz. the Jonas, 
Swan, and Caesar ~r Bantam, and the Crispian for Surat. As the 
result of all this ;xpenditure, the Company's debt rose to 100,000/., 

aZ¥i f!,r this amount it was decided to issue a policy o( insurance. 
as ha'tiI beenedotle a few yean:i before. 

The detailed propasals for raising a fresh stock were laid before 
a General Court on March 12, P640, when, by direction of King 
Charles, Lord Cottington attend~ to c1eclare His Majesty's re-

I • 

solution to favour the trade and.o renew the Company's charter, 
with such further privileges as should be fitting. Satisfaction was 
promised in the matter of th, Company's 'grievances against-the 
Dutch, Courteen'e Association, &c., and an undertaking was given 
that all patents fd\- plantadons in Madagascar, Mauritius, amI other 
Islands in the Indies sho~d be cancelled and no fresh grants made. 
A rather u~necessary recohlmendat,ion of economy in future ex
penditure was added, and the royal m~sage concluded by express
ing a hope that a sufficient amount would be subscribed to effect 
all that was intended, as otherwise His Majesty must find some 
different way of maintaining the trade. When Lord Cottington 
hId fi~shed, the Governor, Sir Christopher C1rtherow, after himself 
making so~e opfimistic IiFmarks, called upon ex-President Meth-

• 
1 The two .r~lous dlVISICliS had" been In cloves; but shareholdel'll could In all these ." --- ~, cases have m~y Instead, or, condition of waiting for It. M8.IiiI prererrea tins course ; 

and It will be n~(.ed that of the ~ares transferred during the first lUX months of 1640 
~ome tad I ~t, some 25, and some 50 per cent taken out. 
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wold, who had recently arrived frortl Surat in the Mary. He gave 
• the meeting an encouraging account of the state of affairs i~ Indil. 

dwelling upon the revival of manufactures after the r~f £Imine, 
the establishment of commerc~ between Surat 'Wd the.lndUl delta, 
and the benefits to be expected from the peace recently conduded 
with the Portugt!ese. The trade of India, he declared, w;tts n~ver 
in a more hopeful position; and with these cheerful words ringing 
in their ears the members were dismissed to think over the amount. 
each should subscribe. 

But however much the King might promi~-and his subjects 
might well be excused if by this time ~hey a~ached little impor
tance to any promises he might makl;-the pUbhc could not be 
induced to come forward with the necessary funds. Indeed, in the 
existing state of feeling in the City, it is probable that Charles'i 
interference did more harm than good; .whil~ tpe clouds on the 
political horizon supplied another reason to prudent men for 
hesitating to sink money fOl several years. At a General to\loCt 

• held on April 17 the Governor reproached the rftembers ~'t the 
Company for their backwaldness. The sigmficant suggestion wa~ 
made by one shareholder that if petitton should be presented to 
the House of Commogs • (whicf. hac!, met four days earlier, after 
an interval of eleven years), complaimng not only of the Dutch but 
of the damages suffered by the depredations of Cobb and Ayres; 
and-to this the equally"signifiocant rt1l1y was made that the advisa
bility of such a course had been debated by the Committees them
selves that very morning. and it had b~en decided t\) consult the 
Recorder of London His advice, it ~ems, was against taking 
a course which would certainly irritate" His Majesty ~ithout pro
ducing any compensating" advantage; and nothing had been 
decided when the King dismissed the two Houses (May 5). The 
day appointed for closing the subscriptIOn passed, and it was found 
that the total offered was only 22,500/. On J u~e 3 the (!ommlttees 
sorrowfully debated !be reason why su small a sum had ~een.unde_
written. The general opinion attributed.the publtr: discouragement 
to the want of satisfaction for the injur~s done by the Du·tch, the 
competition (>f Courteen's Association, the dc.predati~s. of the 
pirates, the raisirfg of the customs duties, tlfe restric.~ns imposed 
on the sale of the Company's sa1tpetr~, and the dissatisfaltion 
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excited. by the proposed alterations in the government of the 
Cempany. Most of these grievances were due to tlfe action 
or ina~tion.of the Administration, and Charles can scarcely have • • been pl&d.se1 with \pe reasons given ior the meagre response made 
to his appeal. A fresh attempt was made on June 26 to stimulate 

• • the metftbers of the Company to subscribe to the new stock; but 
all that they would say was that they -would consider the matter 
when the old stock had been drawn home. 

As fpesh.caiital could not be attracted, it became necessary for 
the existing sharehoklers to shoulder the burden of carrying on the 
trade. Fortunately~ in th~ middle of June the Discovery arrived 
from Surat with a good C"trgo, and intelligence that four more 
ships might be expected shortly. Encouraged by this the adven
tirers sanctioned the expenditure of 12,000/. in coral and broad
cloth for a further. v~ntur~ 

The annual election was held on July 3, 1640. SIr Christopher 
Cl~e~ow, William Cokayne, and Robert Bateman were re
appointed Govefnor, Deputy, and Treasurer respectIvely , and six 
new ' Committeel> ' ( lOc1uding Methwold) were chosen. In the same 
month arrived three more ')hips, the L01zdon, Wtllzam, and 
Reformation-the first from SUI~t , an~ .the other two from 
Bantam.l With the aid of the ~argoes of these vessels it was 
estimated that the Company was in a positifjn to pay all its dei)ts, 
with 168,000/. over j and then!upon a. '-urther division of 25 per 
cent. (in calico) WClS ordered.to be made (August 19). 

Another in~resting deCIsion taken at this time was that the 
Company should itself e»port a considerable quantity of pepper 

• • to Italy for sale. The proposal was no doubt prompted by the 
bad state of the market in London j butt it also held out the pros
pect of a double advantage, as the money obtained for the pepper 
could be returned in <i0ra} (then the most profitable commodity for 
txport to Intlia) and In daIs of eight, which wer~ to be had in Italy 
fa" more ctv:aply than in England. There was of course an in
creased risk of loss· either ow ~ards or inwards, but this was covered 
hy insurince The venture turned out a SlIccess, and it was 
.epeated 6tl~a~h of ~e three following years. • • 

1 Tile Lonli(1'fl re~hed th.e Down. on July 8th, and two days later the Wzlilam and 
R.ejur"e3fl()fe came 10 (Mantle Records, vol buy) 
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The summer of 1640 was an anxious one for England. Charles 
was still bbstinately bent on coercing the Scotch Covenaun:rs, a8d 
to this end small bodies of pressed men-more fQrmid\hle., i!l their 
mutinous and half-starvlOg cOQdition, to tneir own countrymen than . - . . 
to Leslie's well-equipped forces-were being directed towards 
Conway's camp at Newcastle. To find money for their pay·and 
support without having recourse to a Parliament, the King wa.s 
driven to the most desperate courses; and London, as the richest 
and handiest source of supply, felt the full weight. of hi~ hand. 
The collection of the hated ship-money was.vigorou~y pressed. 
Repeated requests were made to the Cit,y for ~oan, but only to be 
steadily refused. The bullion in the Jower belonging to private 
merchants was seized, and held until the owners agreed to lend 
40,000/. on the security of the Farmers of the Customs. Th~ 

came the proposal. happily futile, to iS5u~ a defJa~ed currency; and 
final1y the extraordinary deal with the East India Company over 
their pepper. The former of these two measures caused the·CQIIl
pany only a passing alarm. Upon the first rumOifrs ~f tha-King's 
intention, one of their creditors-a lady--demanded either the 
repayment of the money she h~d lent or an assurance that the 
debt would be dJscha~61d in gPld or in silver at its present value. 
The fear that other creditors would follow her example led the 
Co.urt of Committees t~ resolve upon petitioning against the scheme ; 
but when the Governor anci -others \vent to wait upon His Majesty 
with the petition, it was found that numerous representations had 
already been made of the same tenor;· and on the ~vice of their 
friends at Court, they decided' to rest Cl'liett, expecting the event'. 
Before long this egregious proposal was quietly dropp~d. 

In the second of these transactions the Company were of course 
directly concerned, and the details now given are full of interest
all the more so because many features of the affair have been mis
understood. Bruce's account (Annals, vol. i; p. 371) is that Kina 
Charles, urged by ~s financial distresses, 'obliged' thi E¥t In~iil. 
Company to sell to him on credit the ~hole or-the pepper it had 
in store, which His Majesty promptly resold for cash at a price 
which brought him in over 50,000/. This bald statefh~t of the· 
case has led m:ny subsequent writers to lise harsheranguage con
cerning the King's action in the matt~r. In the light, ho~ever, . 
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of the <;ompany's own records, it will be seen that in reality Charles 
hid lidle to do with the transaction, his Chancellor of'the Ex
chequ~r (I.ord Cottington) being the principal person figuring 
therein. ·thaJ. the iroposal arose frop1 the Company's own action 
in offering its pepper to public tender; that the bargain was agreed 
to Sy t'he shareholders-with reluctance, no doubt, but without 
ostensible demur; that ample private security, in addition to the 
guarantee of the State, was provided for the payment of the money; 
and that tqe ~ss which was ultimately incurred was due to causes 
which were not forfSeen and were beyond the control of the King 
and his ministers. 

The story begins with ~'General Court of Sales' which was 
held on Friday, August 21, 1640. On this occasion, the stock 
qj pepper being a very heavy one, it was decided to invite sub
scriptions for par~el8 of 1«0 bags at a fixeu price, viz. zs. Id. per lb. 
for exportation and zs. zd. for sale in town. All considerable 
tr¥sa~tions at this time were on a credit basis j and accordingly • payme!lt was t~ be made in four instalments at intervale; of six 
months each from Miehaelmas. Further, it was agreed that there 
should be I noe sale unles all ~e underwritten before Tuesday 
ntght '. Apparently it now occu::l'ed to jomeone of the King's 
party that here was an opening tor raising the money of which 
Charles-who had started for the north 09 August 20-was. so 
desperately in need for the exflenses bf the campaign against the 
Scots. No doubt it was uf\usual for a King of Eugland to be buy· 
tng and sellin!! pepper j 1 but the financial situation requireu heroic 
remedies, and if 50,0001. .r more could be raised by a sale of the 
goods, while the payment otthe cost was postponed, such considera
tions could not be allowed to stand in" the way. Prompt action 
was taken; for on the zznd, before a number of the Committees 
hastily convened, Lo~d Cottington in person, after dwelling on ' the 
fIlany and \lrgent occasions His Majesty at present hath, and . . 
~Yet p~ece.fent wer.not entlrery "~nting In September, 1609, King James had 

eijtered int~negot1ation6 WIth the C'f>mp8llY for the purchase of a shipload of pepper just 
receIved, but tht' proposal iell througtI (see Calendar Qj State Papers, E. Indies, 1513-
J616, pp. 1!a3-f95). Dr. Mr. R. Scott has also rellllnded me that E.1lZ&h1th kept all the 
pepper captured'" the Mad .. de DJos, and that In 1597 a prcl!laml.tIon was lssued 
prohib~mg the lmportatIon of coeaneal and indigo untIl the Crown nad dlsp0sed of the 
stock obtained from pnzes. 
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especially against the Scotts', offered in the King's name.to buy 
all the Ct>mpany's pepper on the terms set forth in their' preambl! ' 
and to furnish unexceptionable security j and he added ihat I com
pliance would doubtless ent~l a favoura61e c~nsiderlti(;n. of the 
concessions the Company was seeking from the State. To prove 
his sincerity in· the matter, His Lordship offered his I'ers~nal 
guarantee, in the most absolute manner, for the payment of the 
money at the periods fixed. Evidently the Committees wert> 
rather startled by the proposition, and indeed it i~ n~t tmlikely 
that most, if not all of them, shared the gener'" feeling of the City 
against the illegal exactions of the Gov;ernmerlt, and were not dis
posed to do anything to extricate Char.s from his embarrassments. 
Still, as they knew, it was dangerous work thwarting His Majesty, 
and so we find them hesitating and hedglOg. The Govern<¥' 
alleged that the money to be obtamed frqm th~ ~le of the pepper 
was needed fOI payment of part of the Company's debt, and that 
the adventurers might be alarmed by any transactIOn of the' killd . • To the former Lord Cottington made the ubviou; retort ftlat he 
was not asking any lower pnce or any longe~ credit than the Com
pany had already offered to accept; whtle as for the latter considera
tion, he declared that qpy apprdihensions of that nature were merely 
'pannick feares '. However, hfltwas persuaded to wait until the 
W,dnesday following, when the matter could be submitted to 
a General Court, and it '(I.t~s decitled that in the meantime the 
invitation for !:>ubscriptions should be wiJ:hdrawn. 

A general meeting was accordingly summoned fer August 26 
It was preceded, as usual, by a court of.Commlttees, at which the 
Governor reported that he, with the ]jeputy and tw; others, had 
waited on the Lord Tre1surer and Lord Cottington, who had 
warned them 'to handle the busines at the generall court in the 
afternoone soe tenderly that noe affront bee put upon His Majesty 
or the security pro~osed, but that by the b~st mea~s they ca~ 
they endeavour to perfect the bargayne, His Ma~esty hjving tak&n 
notice thereof'. Hereupon the Lord l'4ayor, Sir Henry Garway, 
spoke in favour of the proposal, urgmg that the security ~as good 
. and rhe pace ind tyme were of the Commit'tees o~f\e.setting', 
A suggestion was made that the tra~sac'ion mirtht shake the 
Compa~y's credit; but this danger was not thought to be se"rious, 
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and finally it was decided to support the proposal. At the general 
c~rt, t&erefore, the Governor's opening speech was favourable to 
the p~ject. He gave the names of the intended securities
Lord Codinron himself;and the Farmers of the Customs, including 
Sir Pau' Pinnar, St;. Peter Wyche, Sir 'Nicholas Crispe, and other 
welJaknewn men-and he declared that' the Coui't of Committees 
have seriously debated the proposicion and conceive it noe prejudice 
to the Company to sell off the whole parcell of pepper roundly 
togeat~er at the Companies owne price and tyme and the security • proposed, none haviag come to underwrite within the tyme limited, 
and the Lord Cottiflgton p~omising to discompt after a short tyme ; 
and if some fewe had undqwritt, yett had it bin noe sale unles all 
had bin underwritt for. Besides, if it had staid unsold a weeke 
langer, it would have abated in price, as was conceived, and bin 
sold at 'l?d. per lb,t. Finally, he mentioned the hint which had 

, been received regarding the affront which would be given to the 
KWg -by a refusal. On this a shareholder protested against inter
ferenc.with ·th~ Company in the disposal of its goods, though he 
admitted that the seoority was ample and the price a good one; 
while another member grumbled oat being prevented from under
writing for part of the pepper hims&lf. No other opposition being 
manifested, the Committees urged.the acceptance of the proposal, 
as likely to secure valuable concessions from His Majesty, 'adding 
further that if any strainger had mad~ the 'same offer hee sh6ld 
have had it, nor can it bee worse fuc the Company because the 
King hath th. ba~ayne ' l;:vidently there were sume malcontents 
who did not care to sho'i themselves openly, for the suggestion 
was made tH'at the question-Should be put to the ballot, This was 
rejected as being 'distastfull to the L~rds and in a manner for
bidden', Next it was proposed that the decision should be left to 
the Committees, but the latter declined to accept this responsibility • 

• The Goveraor now urged the assembly to assent unanimously to 
the pro,posal, 'which in his opinion wilbee the b~st act the Company 
e;er did, a~d (as~ee con~ives) will conduce most to the future 
good of-the trade. . . fr<ae1y acknowledging that first hee was 
very fear~f!l1, but upon better consideracion hee hath i-id aside all 
{eare.' TheI1.he motlbn was put, and 'with a ~enerall yea the 
barglfyne ., . was a5.Sente~ unto and confirmed '. 
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Sanction having thus b~n obtained and' the requisite security 
given, th~ pepper was handed over. There were 607,5!1,!}, lb. of cit, 
and at 2S. 1d. a pound the liability jn~urted was 63,\831. 'IS. Ifi. 
This was to be discharged ?y four paydlents of 14,000'. each at 
intervals of six months, the first being-due in tlrarch, -1641: and by 
a payment of 7,!£8Y. l1's. xd. at Christmas, 1641. Lord C<M:tintton 
now sold the pepper to various merchants at IS. Bd. per lb. for cash, 
realizing 50,6261. 17s. Id. The result was an apparent loss of 
12,6561. 14$., but against this was reckoned, in the Ex~hequer 
accounts, 6,0751. 13s. 2d. as the interest which {at th; usual rate of 
eight per cent.) would have had to b~ paid .<for a loan of equal 
amount, leaving 6,5811. OS. IOd. as the,.net loss on the transaction 
(p. 159). This was equivalent to borrowing the cash at about 
seventeen per cent.; but, considering the financial straits of the 
Treasury, Lord Cottington and his associatest>probably thought't 
a good stroke of business. On the other hand, the Company had 
no immediate cause of disquietude. They had got rid ai' t\leir 
pepper at their own price (which seems to have been'rathCU" more 
than it was worth); and they had ample security for the payment. 
Moreover, as we have seen, the bondsmen included the Farmers of 
the Customs, and should the Qrdinary resources of the Exchequer 
fail, the customs due from thr Company would by themselves 
ex~inguish the debt in a comparatively short time. 

All these hopes were de£tined tOl be disappointed. The story is 
a long one, extending as far as the year 1663; but it may be con
venient to deal at this point with the remainitJg rltferences to it 
which occur in the present volume. 1\s we have seen, the first 
instalment fell due at Lady Day, 1641', the second at'Michaelmas, 
and the third at Christma~ of the same year. The failure of the 
Treasury to meet the first of these obligations was so natural, can· 
sidering its want of money and the tension existing between the 
King and the Houses, that it was not until August that the matter 
was debated in the Court of Committees. l It was then deCIded 
to do nothing until the second in~talment '. became payable. 
Michaelmas and Christmas came and, went: the instalmet1ts over· 

1 The lettersl;rom tlte Kmg to the Commissioners of the Tre'd.sury and t!e kte Farmers 
on p. 18~ seem, however, to show that some pressure ha\l. already bte~ brought to bear 
on the Ia tter. 
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due had mounted up to 35.2831., bat still there was no sign of 
payment forthcoming. The late Farmers of the Custdrns, who 
were gbara~tors with Lord Cottington, had, however, before their 
dismissal "allowed the Cbmpany to retain ,in pa;rt-payment about 
9,0001. Clue t~ the ~tate {or'" customs bn --East Indian imports, and 
the .company was also keeping back another S,dool. due on the 
same account. But this did not go ft(r towards liquidating the 
debt; and so (January, 1642) the Company .began to bring 
pressu~ upon Lord Cottington to make good his warranty. He 
wrote earnestfy to Jhe King-who had left London a fortnight 
before-begging that steps. might be taken to meet the liability. 
Towards the end of Marcl.\ came fresh trouble. The House of 
Commons, being hard pressed for funds and feeling little sympathy 
with those who had supplied money to the King without the 
s:nction of ParliameAt, peremptorily ordered the Company to pay 
up the 12,oool. tfley had kept back from their customs. This 
ordjr, ~t seems, was not insisted upon; but the fear of its enforce
ment, qpd th~ p .. ssing of another instalment-date without payment, 
led the Company to ;esolve to sue the guarantors. Thereupon 
Lord Cottington appealed again to the King to save him and his 
fellow-bondsmen from ruin; but Hjs Majesty had no money for 
the purpose and, sorry as he un(jignedly ~as, could do little to 
help. He wrote from York to the CompanY1 begging them to be 
reasonable and promising to do his best fDr their relief; whIle at tne 
same time he instructed the Commissioners of the Treasury to find 
means of satis5ying the Company's demands. After some delay the 
Commissioners (August, 1~42) submitted to the King d. liCIt of royal 
parks, forestS, and chases, 'ftom the sale of which funds might bp. 
found to discharge the debt; but in the same month the Civil War 
broke out and all hope of an accommodation from this direction 
came to an enll. 

The Co~any no,," resolved to take the matter into the law 
~ourts and endeavour to get the money from Cottington and the rest. 
Tllis p(an, Ptowev,*, resulted in nothing. Cottington was lying 
ill at his country house; ~nd the other guarantors, having been 
dismissed. f!lK)m their office a~ Farmers of the Customsjnd heavily 
fined, were t(~ much irtvolved to be worth proced~ing against for 
the present. So rhe mltter rested till June, 1643, when the 
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Company's counsel was consulted as to the advisability of taking 
further steps. In the following month a committee was appointed 
to treat with three of the guarantors--Findar, Harby, andcNulls; 
but apparently nothing came of this, though on Decem~rt15 orders 
were given that an action sho\tld be brought against 8t>me U them. 
We shall hear more of the story in the next volume; in tq; mean
time anyone who is curious about it may be referred to an article 
by the present writer in the E1Zg/Zsh Historical Review for July, 
190 4. • 

We must now return to the autumn of I 64~; Th'e shareholders 
of the Third Joint Stock had by that time rEtceived back 75 per 
cent. of their capital. In September, 1640, a proposal was enter
tained of dividing a further 30 per cent. in goods, of which two
thirds should count as a division on capital, and the remaining 
third be paid for by the stockholders as a ,leans of dischargiRg 
part of the Company's debt at inter~st. Tl\is, however, was 
negatived, largely in view of the high amount of the debt,t'which 
was 250,0001. or over, and still growing. Anxious lis ev"ry ~ne 
concerned was to close the current Stock, it,was felt that the trad<.. 
must not be deserted; and so proposals of the Court of Committees 
for the dispatch of fresh shi£lping to the East were reluctantly 
adopted by the genef'ality. r~ accordance with these plans, the 
ReformatIon left towards the end of November for Masulipatam 
aoo Bantam; and pf(!para~ions wel(':: made for sending out four or 
five more ships in th", spring. 

All this, however, was understood td' be in the natllre of a stop
gap until a new Stock could be floated. The hopes of doing this 
with success were re-kindled by the, meeting of tm Parliament 
which Charles had at l'!st been for~ed to summon. To this 
assembly all men were looking for the cure of the various ills of 
the State; and among the rest the members of the East India 
Company were confident that the HouseS" would {edress their 
grievances and, by giving parliamentary sanction to their privilege;' 
restore the fortunes of their trade. They seen to hive exped'ed 
immediate attention to the subject, Yor on November- 9, 1640 
(only six days after the meeting of o the Houses), tee Court of 

( " 
Committee~ made preparations to answer tinquiriesl.1egarding the 
management of the trade. Parliamenf, however, had matters of 
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higher ill}portance in hand, and nothing more was heard for some 
weeks. • 
. In J_nuary. 1641, the Company decided to present to the 
Commons-a ·petition, complaining against Endymion Porter and 
his assoc:.'lates 1n connexion with the depredations in the Red Sea; 
also. 'r;monstrance' of other' aggrievances', induding, it would 
seem, the infringement of their monopoly by Courteen. The 
rum our of their intentions alarmed the King. With Strafford in 
the T ~wer, Windebank and Finch in exile, and Laud under 
impeachment, Re mi~t well feel that no servant of his was safe 
from attack; and PQl"ter was particularly obnoxious to the popular 
party for many reasons. In ·consequence, the Governor was hastily 
summoned to Court, where I1is Majesty earnestly begged that the 
petition should be withdrawn, riec1aring that Porter had really 
nofhing to do with tlw business' and that what was done was His 
!vfajesties act '. Citherow"replied that he feared it was now too 
late, as.the petition had already been delivered to a member for 
t>re~nta~ion ;.but Charles rejoined that the document had not been 
read and might therefo~e be withdrawn, adding that, if it were not, 
'hee must and would owne the busines '. Further he told them 
that' he had in agitation a round busines concerning them' -no 
doubt he was alluding to the negoti!tions ~h the Dutch-' and 

.without him they could never gett : penny.' In face of all this, it 
was deemed prudent to recall tile petitiqn an'd remonstrance, anti 
in lieu thereof to address His Majesty, Lcgging him to prevent 
Courteen from aending any foore ships to the East. This docu
ment was graciously receh,ed, and the King promised to speak 
with Courtee .. upon the subjtd. He thanked the deputation for 
withdrawing their petition against Porter, and the latter also took 
an opportunity of expressing his gratitude to the Company, at the 
same time promising to further an accommodation between them 
and Courteen.. After some delay a conference took place between 
tl!e two parties on Feoruary Z4, 1641; but it·proved futile, for 
Coutteen: wM a fe,. days l.,l"fore had dispatched a fresh pinnace 
(the Paradox) to the Indie~ oemanded to he refunded all the 
Il'Kiney he ha, laid 0l!.t, with i;terest for the same and co~ideration 
, for his paynCllil in this Qusines'; while the Complny were only 
willing.to take ,tver, 2.t a r&sonable price, the existing assets in 

aeM 11 b 
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India and in England. A further meeting on March 5 Wall equally 
inconclilsive; and so the negotiatiQns came to an end for the ~me 
being.' , 

In the introduction to the last volume an account·was given of 
the circumstances in which -negotiations for tYle settleme!lt of the 
English claims~against the Dutch East India Company ierq.com
menced at the Hague between, on the one hand, Sir William 
Boswell, the English ambassador, in conjunction with Anthony 
Van Den Hellvel as special procurator for this business,. and, on 
the other, the States General and the Dutch Company. Boswell 
returned to his post in June, 1640, with instructions to press this 
Q1atter vigorously.l He was to claim that Pulo Run should be 
replanted and made over to the Engilsh: that the fonner treaties 
should be renewed and duly observed: and that, in compensation 
for past injuries, a sum of 'loo,oool. should be paid to his master. 
If necessary, he might reduce that amount to roo,oool., but he was 
not to accept less. These demands were duly presente~ to the 
States General, and by them referred to the Dut('h East t'ndi! 

(J 

Company. Negotiations ensued, but the Hollanders, while pro-
fessing their desire to end the dispute, wer~ by no means disposed 
to yield to Boswell's terms. On December 14, 1640, the ambao;
sador wrote to the K~hg that'he had gradually lowered his require
ments to IJo,oool., but the ~ighest offer yet made to him was 
50,0001., and this Jas tQ include, the renunciation of the English 
claim to Pulo Run. He hoped that the Dutch would advance to 
70,0001. or even 80,0001., but did no~ expect 'llory; and therefore 
requested instructions as to his course of action. He seems to have 
been told in reply to do the best be could; and he resumed the 
negotiations with hopes, of success, though he had just lost his 
right-hand man by the death of Van Den HeuveI. 

Meanwhile the English Company was waiting patiently for the 
result of Boswell's labours. The arrival,' in January, If4I, of 
ambassadors frocl Holland to solicit the hand ~f an Englfsh 
Princess for the young Prince of OJange, serned t& pr~mil:ll! the 
early removal of all causes of fdction'~ and towards the end of that 
m'.)nth a deputation from the Company waited upon ~cretary Vane 

(.1 .. • 

1 The account tfiat follows iii based mamly upon doLcments iu r- collection of State 
Papers, IlDlIand (vols. elvi and civil) at the Public Record Office. 
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to inquire what progress had been made in the settlemerit jU their 
clai81s. Apparently there was a shrewd suspicion' that the King 
intende<Pto appropriate part of any sum that might be recovered; 
and so the 'tiovemor }aid ;tress upon the Company's needs and the 

• disheartening effect which any action of the kind w~uld have upon 
the acfven_urers. In reply, Vanp. disclaimed all expectation of an 
immediate settlement, but discreetly inquired whether 50,000l. 
would satisfy them; to this a non-committal answer was returned, 
but at a. second interview the Company's representatives hinted 
guardedly that 50,000, would be accepted. Apparently they were 
then asked whether, tn the ~vent of the King obtaining this sum 
for them, they would drop thltir claims on account of the Red Sea 
piracies: and at a meeting held on February 17, 1641, it was 
resolved to accept the sum mentiunp.d in full satisfaction of the 
claims both against th~ Dutch and against Cobb and Ayres, with 
tRe reservation that this must not be taken to include any losseli 
'ius~ lty the latter of which the Court was as yet ignorant. 

BosweW wal indignant when he heard of the Company's con
tention that they ought .to receive the whole of the compensation. 
He pointed out that damages had been demanded on behalf of the 
King as well as on account of the fompaw.1 that the claims 
of the latter, after rejecting flimsy aIld unreasonable items, would 
ItOt amount to much ahove 30,0001.: that Cl1irles had promised 
to give-Van Den Heuvel or his hJtrs 10,000/. out (If the amount re
covered, and had authorized ~oswell to distribute another 5,0001. 
among those in Molllnd who might help the matter forward, to say 
nothing of gratuities and rewards expected by others (including 
Boswell him~f). In his op;ftion the Company, who could get 
nothing unaided, ought to be content if th'"e King were graciously 
pleased to give olle-third or even one-fourth of any amount he 
might receive. At the same time, matters were by no means 
sufijciently far advanced to discuss the division of. the money; for 
he heard tpat the Dutch Company were standing out stiffly against 
any compromise, and\rere sugg('c;ting a reference to French, Italian, 
or German" arbitrators. This idea, if entertained, was soon aban-

• • • 
I Tt..\s til cono'bor"ted by the stsfement given at p. 303 of the last v~lume. Doswell'. 

two lettelll, dated MarA! -t, 16.u (0. s.)., WIll be found in vol. cIVil of ,he Stale Papers, 
BDllana. • 
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doned •• In the same month of March, 1641, Philip Burlamachi was 
able to tell the London Company that their Dutch rivals were 
willing to pay 500,000 guilders (about 40,0001.); whe,eupdh a fresh 
deputation was sent to Co~rt, which ret'umed without 1W definite 
information. It is amusing to note that the members, mindful 
of former fearS, suggested to Secretary Vane that, as that ex~hange 
was high, the most satisfactory mode of payment would be to 
deposit the money in the (;ompany's name in some Dutch banks. 
On April 8 130swell wrote again for instructions; he couMi get no 
higher offer than 500,000 guilders, though hr still had hopes of ob
taining 700,000 or even 800,000. fIe was <thereupon authorized 
to accept 700,000 guilders, but notl-jng less--on which terms he 
might renounce the claim to Pulo Run j and in August he wrote 
that he had a promise of early satisfaction. However, all these 
expectations were doomed to disappointrrt<:nt. The negotiations 
dragged on at the Hague, and in October the English ambassadQr 
wrote that nothing had been concluded j and when, in Dec.&fObc;r. 
Secretary Nicholas was asked how matters stood," he roulri only 
promise to look up the papers on the sul?ject. It seems probable 
that the Hollanders never intended to yield to demands which they 
regarded (with som~ reason~ as unjustified, unless they were con
strained by political considetations; and for the present it was 
obvious enough tbtlt Charles was no longer master in his owo 
kingdom and was uttelly unable to exert any pressure on a con
tinental government. From time to time hopes of a satisfactory 
settlement were revived. In October, 164'2,< it 1',as even decided 
to send Methwold to Holland to negotiate With the Dutch Com
pany, chiefly because it was feared that the mo'ri"ey which the 
English expected to receive would 'goe annother waie " as the 
Queen was then at the Hague busily engaged in raising funds and 
providing munitions of war for her hUl>band; at the last moment, 
however, Methwold's deputation was cancelled, and it WdS decided 
to be content w~th writmg to Boswell and the Company's agent 
at Amsterdam. In the following ¥arch th~ Deptity r~ad to the 
Court a letter from a friend in Holland on the subject, ".and he was 
instructfd to, reply that the Company wa~ willin~ to send over 
a representative to negotiate, provided tHat the :ql\'tch would make , 
goop their former offer of 500,000 guilders, without requiring the 

< 
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relinquishment of Pulo Run. This is the last we hear of thc;subject 
up to the end of 1643. 

Menti~n is.also made itt June, 1641, of overtures to the Portu
guese em~:ssy which, now that Portugal had declared her indepen
dence of Spam, had arrived in London seeking to renew the ancient • 
allianc!e ""th England. The result of the negotiations was the 
Anglo-Portuguese treaty which was ratified at York on May 2~, 
1 64~.1 By clause xii of this document it was agreed that the truce 
in the :east Indies concluded by Methwold and the Viceroy of Goa 
in January, 1635, shlJlUld be continued, and that commissioners 
should be appointed on eit,her side to settle all outstanding 
differences. In aCl..orti;mce w~h the latter provision, the Portuguese 
Agent, in January, 1643, requested the Company to nominate such 
commissioners; whereupon the names of the President at Surat 
and four of the princppal factors wert: suggested. However, the 
Gompany's letters to Oxford, requesting a royal commission to this 
qf[ec_remained unanswered; and as it seemed hopeless to get such 
a documt!nt ' i~ these distracted tymes', the Deputy and two others 
were authorized on December 20, 1643, to treat with the Portuguese 
Agent in London for the purpose of inducing him to write to India 
to explain matters. ,. 

We must now glance at the ~ovements of the Company's 
!hipping. In January, 1641, the Caesar rettrned from Bantam 
with a good lad 109. This experi'ment in hiring a ship had proved 
very satisfactory, for Captaino Jourdain had made the voyage out 
and home in le~ th~n eleven months-a quicker return than had 
ever been made by the Company's own ships. Towards the end 
of March fou'r-vessels were dispatched to the East-the Dtscovery 
and London for Surat, and the Mary arid Wtllzam for Bantam. 
Early in June arrived the Crispian, bringing news that the Jonas 
and Swan might likewise be expected shortly. The financial 
position of the CompanOy had now so much impr~ved that in July 
a further pivision of 1.5 per cent. was ordered; while a few weeks 
later the adventurers· were cP\ijj!red by the safe arrival of the Hope
well in the °Thames. 

In spite oE ct'tl this ito was evident that the flotation <?f a .ew Joint 
Stock was hopeiess untiletht1 position of the Company had been 

1 Rymer's FoedulJ, vol. XX, P 523. 
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placed pn a firmer basis. Privileges dependent on a royal charter 
were under suspicion; and moreov& there WE're outstanding ques
tions as to customs and drawback whi~h, in the pt.eSCjnt

e 
circum

stances, could only be settled by Parliament. It was clear. however, 
that nothing could be hoped for immediately; ,;md as it was 
necessary to provide funds for the dispatch of ships to- th~ East 
during the next winter, the Committees fell back upon the plan 
of a • Particular Voyage' for little more than a year, on a separate 
subscription. This was approved by a General Court on At!gust 18, 
and subscriptions were invited accordingly. -To encourage applica
tions, it was agreed that any outsiders who' underwrote for 500[. 

or upwards should be admitted to tt. freedom of the Company for 
a small payment (subsequently fixed at 51.); and that the affairs 
of the new stock should be managed by a committee of the sub
scribers acting in conjunction with the regtlar directorate. The 
response was not entirely satisfactory, for tbe first list, after the dis
allowance of some items to which objectIOn was raised,' triiall<!il 
only 65,000[. A further appeal to the same subscribers 4inc;eased 
the amount to 80,45°1.; and it was then uecided (October, 1(41) 

to invite all freemen of the Company to assist in bringing up the 
total to 100,000[. 10 mamtge the stock, a committee of eight,l 
headed by Sir Nicholas CrispClj was appointed to act in conjunct;on 
with the regular COIII·t; and to settle any difference of opinion tha! 
might arise between these two b'odles, the former were to be re
inforced by another committee of tpe same number formed from 
members interested both in the Joint Stock ;nd die First General 
Voyage 2 As it was not desirable for the latter to set up special' 
machinery for so limited a period, ~n arrangement ;Jis come to by 
which use was to be made of the Joint Stock's staff, warehQQses. &c., 
at a commission of one per cent. for home and six per cent. in the 
East. The Hopewell, belongmg to the J oi!!t Stock, was chartered 
by the new bodYl to be sent to the Coromandel Coast with a st~ck 
of 15,000[. Francis Day, who had recently returned f~m those 
parts-where he had incidentally fOUilded, ne:r the obscure village 
of Madraspatam, a fort {named afte1"St. George} which was destined 

1 Termed~n the"MlDutes the' Mixed Committees' 
~ ThiS 15 the title by which the ' PartIcular Voyage' became kDown at a ~ter stage, 

and It.wIll avoid confUSion If we use It from the .btglllning. 
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to become famous-was appointed factor or supercargo. in her, 
under a strict undertaking to have nothing to do with private trade. 
Furthe:' <Jl ~ovember 6. a ship was bought, which was renamed 
the Blessing and was ordered to be prepared for.a voyage to Bantam; 
whil~ inquiries were set on foot for freighting or 'purchasing two 
1lI0re for·Surat. 

In the midst of these preparations the Company lost its Governor, 
Sir Christopher Clitherow, who died on November II and was 
buried -a few days later in the church of St. Andrew Undershaft, 
where his monument-may yet be seen. On the 26th of the same 
month his brother-in-law, Sir Henry Garway, who had been Lord 
Mayor in 1639-40, was eleated to the vacant chair. There was 
much sickness in London at this time, and shortly before Christmas 
the Company lost its Secretary, Edward Sherborne. His post was 
filled by the promoti~n of Richard ~wing)ehurst, with a salary and 
·allowances amounting to 160l. per annum. 

Tee death of Clitherow did not entail the removal of the Com-
• pany's ~ffices from his premises, for the widow, who continued 

to live there, was glad 'enough to have so profitable a tenant. On 
the Company's part there was some grumbling at the inadequacy 
of the accommodation provided an<1 the ex.orbitance of the rent; 
and on two occasions inquiry was-ordered to be made as to the 
possibility of getting back to Crosby Hall., However, the state • of public affairs discouraged allY expenditure in this direction; and 
as in November, 1643, Lady Clitherow agrcerl to reduce the rent 

• • from 150/. to 100/. per annum, and to allow the Company the use 
of a little, r22.m over the treasury, the idea of making a move wat; 
abandoned f(l)r the present. • 

Returning to 1641. we find the adventurers still looking to the 
State for assistance. In February of that year it had been decided 
to print and presenJ: to Parliament a revised version of the 
'remonstrance' of J628; and Thomas Munn, who had been the . . 
draughtllman of thai document, was asked to revise it for this pur-
pose. The intention was ,-i~dy carried out, the petition this time 
being addressed to both Hou!lcs, instead of to the Commons alone. 
On May s8!'-abouto a fortnight after the execution of .trafford
a special comlflittee wa!; appointed to prepare a statement of the 
Company's grievances for pr~sentation to the King and ParliJlment. 



A i>et1tiplf"~ accor~ingly laid before His Majesty in July, in reply 
-to which he recolninendei:i tlre Company to submit an apQIication 
for a fresh cluu-ter, promising to rCl:ommen.d the matter.to.th~ notice 
of the Houses. From the Commons' journal. we learn. that on 
August 24 a petition from the East India Company was read and 
.considered, ana that-apparently in order to remedy ol!e 0" the 
grievances complained of-a conference was arranged with the 
Lords on the question of drawback on goods re-e:xported within 
twelve months. In October the Company decided to petition the 
House once m'ore, with a draft bill for the confirmation of their 
existing privileges and the addition of others; but whether this 
intention was carried out does not .. ppear. Two months later 
a fresh petition was ordered to be presented to the King on the 
drawback question and the other favours desired by the Company 
(p. 2IB). This was referred by His Majest1 to the consideration 
of the Lords of the Treasury (p. 220). 

In the spring of 1642 a fresh attempt was made to I_UCe. 

Parliament to interest itself in the Company's grievances. • A peti
tion complaining of the wrongs suffered at the hands of the Doltch 
and of Courteen's Association, and representing the ill effects of the 
heavy duties on the ~mport '\Ild export of East India goods, was 
presented to the House of Commons, who referred it to the Com
mittee on Cloth theIJ sitting under the presidency of the younget 
Vane. To work up public feelmg( on the first of these topics, the 
Committees resolved to reprint the old pamphlet setting forth the 
horrors of the' Amboyna Massacre';' but this' wa!l' promptly and 
peremptorily prohibited by Parliament. As regards the second, 
an endeavour was made to reach art accommodatiorlby personal 
interviews between Courteen and the Company's representatives. 
These, however, proved fruitless. Courteen w~s willing to put his 
stock into the General Voyage, but he insisted that the whole should 
be taken, incIudjn~ the three ships he was preparing to send out, 
the five which were abroad, and hIS goods, &c., in China; whHe the 
Company would only agree to take on~ of the lonner ships (though 
\te might send out the other two to fetch home his' remains'), and 
would havt nothing to do with the China venture, of in any way 
share in the losses he had already incurfed. So cthe attempt at 
conciliation fell through. 



The Hopewell quitted the Downs on D,ecerpber 3t"I~,t' 'l~ 
Blessing-started for Bantam late in january, 1642, fol1QWed,a,month 
or so Idler, ~ two ships for Surat, viz. the . Crispian and the AlepJ.n. •• ' :r'" 
Merclza1£t (the latt!!r a hired vessel). All these were scnt Qn-accoun~ 
of the General Voyage. On March 9 it was decided that the Third ' 
Joint' St.ck should dist-'atch a ship to Bantam to' fetch home its 
remains in pepper; and for this purpose the Ulysses ~as freighted 
and sent to the East. Towards the end of April the Mary 
arrived> from Bantam, having made the quickest passage on recO!'d 
of any of the Comp3ilY's ships. The result was seen in the declara
tion of a division of 10 per cent. in cloves to the shareholders in the 
Joint Stock (June 17, 164~. In August two more ships-the 
Wzlliam and the L01Zdo71-came horne and helped to fill up the 
Company's warehouses. a 

It was now decid!d to bring the Third Joint Stock to a close, 
~nd proposals to this effect were approved by a General Court held 
on ~ctober 14, 1642. The remains were valued at 25 per cent. 
of the ~pitar, apart from the amount which was hoped for from the 
Dutch, which would, if-received, suffice to pay I zi per cent. more; 
this very doubtful asset was, however, left out of account, and it was 
resolved to declare a division of 25 ijer cent., to be taken out either 
in calicoes or in money.s Advenblrers n"Iig'\it, if they cared to do 
so, leave theil division to form part of the capital of a new Fourth 
Joint Stock, to which they (or ;tny other members of the Company) 
might contribute any further sums they vleased. The response 
was fairly sati!factt>ry. By "the 7th of December 40,0001 had been 
transferred in this way from the old Joint Stock to the new, and 
a further I-r,oool. had been -Subscribed, or 55,000/. in all; by the 
19th of the same month this had been 1ncreased to 68,0001. ; and 
later still it seems to have reached a total of 76,000/. From this 
sum the Committees bought the Peter a1td Attdrew (renamed the 
Dolphin), and three smaller vessels, the Hart, l{i1td, and Seqflower, 

1 See a Journal of her voyage, arn'4flg the Marine Records (vol. Ixv). 
I These two vessels had DOW made. their final voyages for the Company. The latter 

was sold l1l ~p., 16,U; tJle fonner was broken up and replaced by .. n,,," alup of tile 
Ia.me name. • 

• This made a total retl1m of 1351 pet cCl1t.-by 110 means a lucrative result, COD

sidenng that the stock \\as started 111 1631. 
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the first,of which was destined for the Coast of Coromandel, and 
the other two (like the Dolphtn) for Surat. It had also been agreed 
to dispatch the Mary undt'r William MinOjs to Bantam, ~n ~ccount 
both of the new Joint Stock and the General Voyage. • 
, The ships sailed, it would seem, in the latter part of February 
or beginning o( March, 1643, after some trouble with t~ otlicer., 
of the Parliament. On February 3, owing to some information that 
had been given, the House of Commons ordered the Mary, Sea
flower, and Hart to be detained and searched to see that tbc!'y were 
not carrying out gold or English coin. Fisher, the purser of the 
Seaflower, refused to permit the officials to rummage his vessel, 
with the result that he was called to «he bar of the House, where 
he pleaded that he did not understand the nature of the warrant 
shown to him, and was thereupon released. Apparently the search 
was fruitless, for on the 9th the House direcd:d the release of the 
three ships. Some ten days later, however, the Mary was again' 
arrested by order of the Committee of the Navy and CusWms,. 
on the ground that the Company had not dischargeJ theif arrears 
of subsidy; whereupon the money was pa~d and a sum of 1.)ol. 
distributed among friendly' Parlyment men '. A second IOO/. was 
provided for the same purposeJn April; and in point of fact even 
this amount was exceeded. 

The minutes of tht Company at this period are very guarded • in their references to public affairs, but from time to time we hear 
echoes of the great conflict that was r~ging between King Charles 
and the two Houses. When, after the battle o(Edi!ehill, the royal 
troops marched on London, the Company's ordnance at Deptford 
was ordered to be brought to the C~ty (November z7"' 164Z), and 
their gun carriages were also requisitioned. In March, 1643, a Par
liamentary Committee requested the loan of the Company's 
ordnance to place upon the earthworks which had been hastily 
thrown up round Jtondon. There were, how"ever, many Royalists 
among the mercantile commumty, while others were sore at the • contributions levied by the two Hou~s j and so, at the General 
Court held on March 8 to consider the matter, not a single hand 
was held lCIP in favour of the loan. The de~and wls .reiterated, 
and a second General Court on April I! repeateti the refusal; 
where4Pon, it seems, the guns were. taken by force under the 
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authority of an order from the Commons.1 At the same meeting 
the Dt;puty announced that the Company's house had been assessed 
at 35r. a. week toward~ the weekly contribution of 10,OOOl. laid 
upon tije City. Their premises at Blackwall, it appears, were 
assessed at 35s. per month j and from an entry in the minutes 
of J~ne~9 we learn that Parliament had requisitioned the one horse 
that was kept in the Company's yard at that place. Interference 
with their shipping was also feared. On March 24 it was decided 
to as~ for the services of a man-of-war to escort the Dolphin and 
Hind down the Che.nneI; and a month later arrangements were 
made to send out a small vessel to warn home-coming ships not 
to put into the Western pom and to avoid carefully all 'Parlyament 
shipps '. In July, T643, we find the I Committee for reducing 
Newcastle' endeavourinlt without success to induce the Company 
to lend six guns tow~rds the equipment of the Parliamentary ships. 

A further consequence of the Civil War was the loss of the 
, se~ces of the Company's Governor, Sir Henry Garway. As 

• a welI-'known partisan of the King. he soon fell in disfavour with 
the Houses, and on AlJril 10, 1643, he was deprived, by order of the 
Commons, of the office of Governor of the Turkey Company or any 
other company in the City of London, al)d the said Companies 
were directed to choose others to take his place (Commons' Journal, 
vol. iii, p. 37). This order, it 1fould seem, wls ignored by the East 
India Conlpany. Garway had, in fact, ceased to attend their courts 
after the 15th of the preceqing February, and he made no attempt 
now to assert ~is ~laim; but no successor was appointed, and the 
Deputy c~l:ried on all the necessary duties until the regular day 
of election came round (Jury 5, 1643). Then Cokayne was pro
moted to the Governor's chair, and Methwold was elected Deputy. 
The partnership thus started lasted until Methwold's death in I653, 
when Andrew Ricqud took his place. Cokayne and he then 
carried on the administration together until D~cember, 1657, when 
a new stock was jtarted under the charter granted by Cromwell. 
Cokayne was thus Goveraor for over fourteen years; and, what 
is more,"they were the dat),rest years in the history of the Company. 

In the-slme rnoftth of July. 1643, three vessels arriw:d from the 
• • I.On Decem6"er 3'9, 1643. apphcatlon was ordered to be made to the City for tile 

return of the ordn&Oce lent, or payment 10 heu theteof. The rCiult will be &CeO .later. 
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East, viz. the Crispian t and the Aleppo Merchant, bringing goods 
worth 139,0001. for the General Voyage, and the Reforration, 
which had been out for nearly three yearjl and ha.d oo~ brought 
back a cargo for the Joint Stock C$timated at 34,0001 ~or was 
this all, for in August came the news that the Ulysses had reached 
Portsmouth with goods for both accounts. The fortunat~ ar~ival 
of this large quantity of commodities enabled the Committees 
to make a division of 125 per cent., in indigo, calicoes, and cinnamon, 
to the adventurers in the General Voyage. 

The need of settling the plans for the next s~son rendered urgent 
the question of increasing the capital of the Fourth Joint Stock. 
This, as we have already seen, amouIJted to 76,000/., the greater 
part being, not new money, but the transfer of rerrlains of the pre
vious Joint Stock. Borrowing had ena~led the Committees to 
spend 120,000/. in equipping the 1642-43 fleet'and providing goods 
and specie for its lading. A valuation was now made of the state 
of the Stock, and in accordance therewith it was resolve~ on 
September 20, 1643, to increase the nominal value o(each 'adven
turer's shale by 20 per cent. (thus raising th.e capital to 91,000t), 
and to invite further subscriptions. However, the period appointed 
went by and C noe cons!derable~umme' was underwritten; where
upon the time was extended to January I. The further capital 
obtained seems to hav\! been about ,14,000/., for at a meeting held 
on August l2.8, 1645. the Governor stated that in all 1°5,000/. had 
been subscribed, and in Jeremy Sambrpoke's account of the trade 
(Home Miscellaneous, vol. 40) we find the capital Of the Fourth 
Joint Stock given as 104,54°/. This was not much more than the 
sum raised for the one year'., venture 01" the First Generai Voyage; 
but it was all that could be' obtained, and so the Committees went 
boldly forward, encouraged perhaps by the promise of the House 
of Commons (September zz, 1643) of assistanfe in remedying the 
grievances of the Co;upany. 

This promise was made the pretext for a further demanJ upon 
the Company to assist the Parliamenta~y treasury. At a General 
CO'lrt held on November z7. 1643, the adventurers were told that 
a dlaft 'ordjoance' agaInst interlopers submit~ed by th~ Company 
had been read a first time in the Commons, "and that-a request had . 

1 Often styled the Cnsplana m the Mmutt.&. 
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now been received for the loan of 10,000/., to be repaid out of tbe 
new excise on 'flesh and salt '. The Company had 0'0 money 
to spaJltl; but, rather than jeopardize the passing of the ordinance, 
it was altre~d that 6,ooo/. should be borrowed and handed over 
to the ffouse, on condition that it should be repaid (with 8 per cent. 
interst), within three or four months, or, failing that, the Company 
should be allowed to deduct the amount from the customs due 
on their next shipping. At the close of the year we have a further 
echo ~f the Civil War in an order for the payment of 264l. 16s. for 
a new imposition lai~ on imports in order to provide for the relief 
of Plymouth, and of another sum of JO/. assessed upon Blackwall 
Yard for the maintenance ota magazine. 

The Blessz'ng returned in November, 1643, with a cargo of goods 
for the First General Voyage. The plans of the Committee for the 
season 1643-44 inclllJded the dispatch of the Wt'IHam and Blessing 
to Bantam; of the Endeavour to the Coast of CorQmandel; and 
of the John and Crzspt'an to Surat. Of these vessels the last
named and 1.'he Blessing were to be purchased by the Fourth Joint 
Stock from the FIrst Ceneral Voyage; while the other three had 
been specially built at Blackwall for the former Stock. The 
Endeavour sailed at the end of November; the rest were still pre-
paring when the volume closes. " 

There are several minor topics on which ~t may be worth while 
to touch before concluding. Readers of the previous volume will 
be amused to note a further instance of the effrontery of Thomas 
Smithwick, WlilO ot! March 25, 1641, was again hustled out of a court 
meeting for disrespectful behaviour. He was as troublesome as 
ever during the first two years of the period,! but death seems 
to have relieved the Company of him in the latter part of 1641 
or the early months of 1642. It will also be seen that by April, 
1643, Caplain Cobb, who was held responsible for the Red Sea 
piracies of 1635, waS' at last laid by the heels at Rochester. In the 
following August he was still a prisoner. ana' the Company was 

I In Ju.e, 1641, a petition i,,.,n{ him, alleging mismanagement on the part of the 
Committees, wa. read In the HOUbe J Lords, when the Company was ordered to answer 
(Lfmil Joun:.f1s, vol. r" pp. 265, 271, 274; Fourth Rejlort 0/ Hill. MSS. Ccm., 
pp. 'i I, 74); out .otbillg furtler seems to have been done. and no reference is made to 
the matler In the mmutes 
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prepari~ tb answer a petition he had addressed to Parliament; 
while there is another reference to his case under date of Sep. 
tember 20. Further recollections of past troubles are aroused 
by the references to an expedition to M<tdagascar. t>~ails were 
given in the last volume of the schemes for colonizing thh island 
put forward under the auspices first of Prince Rupert \fId .then 
of the Earl of Arundel. These came to nothing; but in 1642 they 
were revived by John Bond, who had been prominent in the former 
preparations,l and had then obtained a royal warrant for the vmture, 
dated March 29, 1639. In December, 1642, ~e announced to the 
Committees his intention of sailing for Madagascar with 250 men 
and 40 women to form a colony; whereupon it was determined c 
to appeal to Parliament to stop his ship, on the ground that 
he might commit acts of piracy, or at all events might spoil the 
bland as a place of call for the Company's ~ips. The question 
was referred by the Commons to the Committee of Trade, on whose 
report (February 13, 1643) it was resolved that Bond should be 
allowed to proceed on his voyage, but should beforet sailtng -give 
security to do nothing that would injure the ~ompany's interests. 

Among miscellaneous points to be noted in this volume are: 
the allusions on pp. 17, 23 to Mandelslo, the German traveller, and 
on pp. 56, &c., to Gilles Reiimont, a French captain who was 
brought home as a prisoner by the Dtscovery in June, 1640: the 
statement made on p. 137 that the tustoms revenue from the East 
India trade amounted to 3o,000l. per annum: the resolution of the 
Company to discontinue the title of" CaptaiR' aQd employ in 
future only' Masters' (p. 1 19) and an invention submitted to the 
Court for extracting fres.'l water from .salt (p. 1 II). The fact that 
seven o'clock in the morning was fixed upon as a suitable hour 
at which to interview a Secretary of State reminds us that no 
legislative enactment was needed to induce our anCl"stors to make 
the most of the daylight. There are many mteresting references 
to Blackwall Yard< and Poplar Hospital, particularly those on 
pp. 251, 252 relating to the grant of land behin~ the latter institu
tiun for the building of a. chapel, also to the draining of Blackwall 

I It wa, to r'm that Walter Hamond In 1643 dedicated ht!S M<:uJagaha1", the Rtenest 
(lnd m85't FruItful! Is/and m tke World; a. work wnttels especla.llydo recommend the 
colonlzatlon of the Island. 
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Marsh (pp. 165, 166). Deptford Yard, we note, was ordered in JUDe, 
1643, to be sold. On p. 315 is mentioned the discontinuance 
of the rocient custom of compounding with the King's grocer for 
spices whim the Company was supposed to supply for use in the 
royal h0l1sehold. Finally, we have an amusing incident on p. Z84, 
wher~ ft As recorded that John Woodall, the Company's Surgeon
General, was accused of reboiling the salves returned from the 
Indies and then supplying them to the Company again at full 
prices .• This he indignantly denied, but he confessed that he used 
them in his hospital practice 'for the cureing of poore people '. 
The present volume, ~y the way, sees the last of this worthy old 
surgeon, for he died on August z8, 1643 (Richard Smith's 

.> Obztuary). 

It should perhaps be added that the remarks made in the preface 
to the previous volu~e concerning the general plan of the work 
apply equally to this instalment; and that the index has been com
piledCly Miss.Sainsbury, who has also bOlne the chief part of the 
burden of proof-reading. 
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CORRIGENDA • 
89. lme 19. For' James' read' Jonas '. 
95, " 33. For purser's mate read purser. 
97. " 3i. For Ingham read Ingram .• 

1 60, " 33. Fo,. Barres read Barnes. 
363, " 18. r'tJr Richard read Robert. 

The following errors ocmr In the MS. itse~·. 

61. lme 19. Thomas skould be WtIlmm Spurstowe. 
61 •• , 21. Wilham should be George Francklyn. 

338, .. 3i Richard sMuld be John Langley • 
288, ., 36. HOTf!shouiri br Howe . 
31 I. " 32. Thomas shoulli be John Harris. . 
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EAST INDIA COMPANY. 

THE COMPANY'S BLACK BOOK, 1624-55 (Home Misccllallcotls, 
vol. xxix). 

A record of the' errors anrl misdemeanors' of the Company's 
servants. The entries for 1640-43 occupy ff. 28-36. The persons 
mentioned are: Guy ~ath, Mark Bromely, Henry Chapman, 
Thomas Clarke, Andrew Coggan, Thomas Cowly, William Gibson, 
Richari Hudson, John Hunter, Thomas Ivy, John Jefferies, Thomas 
Keeling, Tho~as Merry, Captain Mynors, Henry Olton, John 
Peirson, Diggory Penkevill, Gerald Pinson, - Robinc;on, Thomas 
Rogers, Humphrey Weston, George Willoughby, John Ya~d. (I5Ip.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, J AN IfARY 3, 1640 (Cottyt Book. 
vol. xvii, p. 108) . • The dispute between Susan A1leworth, administratrix of George 
Sill, and Anne, wife of WIlliam Peirce, one of the Company's 
factors in India. abo.t their iI1terest in 301 rials of eight. part of 
Henry Sill's estate remaining in the Company's hands, having been 
by consent of all parties deferred until Christopher Read and 
Ralph Cartwright have been eXdmined concerning it, notwith
standing which agreement Susan Ayleworth endeavours to obtain 
the money, the Court orders that nothing be paid until after the 
said examination. The preamble 1 being read, Mr. Cradock reports 
that many adventurers except against the go~rnment of the 
Company, advising ~at the 'governors' be reduced in number 
before the .preamble is divulged, and that a General Court be 

I To the propose! Itst of tmose willing to subscribe to a fresh J Olllt Stock •• It consti
tuted what would no.. be calle~ the 'prospectus' of the btock. The document 1~ 

~ bstracted.,o p. 9. 

r Sell 11 B 
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called to resolve upon the matter; this M~. 'Crad~clc cons.iders 
would induce many more to adventur~ in the !'Yew Stock. After 
much dispute it is resolved to engr~ss the Pl'eamble as Jit stands, 
and to desire Lord Cottington to pf('<;ent it to the King for His 
Majesty's further directions. The CQurt resolves to eclarge its 
New Year's gifte;, and orders 44/. to be delivered to Mr . .sh.-burne 
to be by him discharged and accounted for, in addition to the sol. 
already gIven to Mr. Secretary Coke. (I p.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, JANUARY 6, 1640 (Coze:t Book, 
vol. XViI, p. 103). 

Mr. Methwold reports that the Conde de Lynhares, late Viceroy 
of Goa, caused 3,000 seraphins I to be paid into the Ccmpany's 
cash at Surat, with the request that the proceeds thereof should be 
sent to England, and the Company entreatc;d to buy him a coach 
and six horse'); but that now, bemg poor, he desires the money 
returned; a reply is promised after the Surat books have be~n 
examined. The Mary not to break bulk in the De>wns, bt'Jt to be 
brought into the river next spring [tide]. Letter read (rom Henry 
Chapman, factor in Persia, to his brother' in London, about some 
rhubarb sent home in the /IIary by Thomas Fitch, steward's mate 
in that ship; the rhubalb 'IS ordered to be detained. The suit 
begun long ago against Thomas Kennaston and others, and stopped 
by command of th~ King, is nem ordered to be continued, HIe; 
Majesty and the Lords of the Council consenting to the ordinary 
course of justice being taken j Messrs. Ashwell and Abbott are 
directed to inform Sir Henry Martyn of this. (1 p.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, JANUARY 8, 1640 (Court Book, 
vol. xvii, p. 104). 

Mr. Martin Pinder transfers 2251. adventure and profits in the 
Third Joint Stock, with a dividend of 281. ~s 6d., and an arrear of 
zos. for late payltlent, to John Holloway, Esq. The Mary is to be 
brought over the flats to the accustomed u>ort at Erith. John 
Younge to be supplied with 2001. to defray necessary c;xpenses at 
SandwIch. Thomas Steevens is chosen --_L-1• of the Crzspiall, • \ . 

1 A 511 ver COin current at Goa and other PortuglUlle settlenwnts. On the present 
occlI,Slon It wall reckoned as eqUivalent 111 value to half a rial of eight. 
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designed for iui'at,' at' .a satlliy or 8l:per month, on condition that 
he expects no ~t1let' a1lowanCe' or ~ratification. Michael Yatei 
fonner]y·master of ,the 4dviu, is chosen master of the Swan, 
de.!!igned for Baqtam, at a salary of 20 nobles per month. John 
Hall, Humphrey Pynn, and John Jay have offered to go in 
com mind t>f the jonas, designed for Bantam; but as Jay is not 
present, the election is deferred. A motion to send two more ships 
to Bantam, in regard of the large amount of pepper and goods 
providee there, is generally disapproved of, the Caesar, 'Jonas, and 
Swan being thought .,ufficient, and Mr. Methwold advising the 
Court to await the arrival of the ship expected in May and then to 
decide according to the advi.es sent by Mr. Muschampe. John 
Catterell's bill of J t. 8s. 9d., for viewing plank and elm timber in 
Essex. to be paid. Mr. Methwold reports that had the Mary not 
met with Ca;>tain Wil1~, \\ho supplied hpr with cordage, she would 
have had difficulty in getting home; therefore on his advice a large 
supply.of cordage is ordered to be sent in the ships. The J01zas 
to be supplied ~ith 100 pigs of lead for kintledge. James Martyn 
and Richard N orton acc~pted by the balloting-box as securities for 
Sinda cloth and sallampores. Silk delivered to Messrs. Trott and 
Davies, to be rated at the same prj~e and time as that sold to 
Mr. Middleton. (31 pp.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, JANUARY 10, 1640 (Cot~rt Bool., 
vol. xvii, p. I 10). 

The Court, being feminded 'of the King of Bautam's request to 
be supplied with muskets, powder, and shot, directs the Secret:lry 
to draw up a petition to King Charles for leave to buy and 
transport the same. Custom on unclaimed calicoes brought home 
as private trade in the Mary to be paid. Mr. Smithwick to 
receive st. 6s. 8d. for brokerage on a contract for gum-lac made 
by him for Michael C~stel1 with the Company. John Jayenter
tained master of the Jonas at 10/ per month, Ind, in regard of 
this Jarge salary, not to expect any other gratification but the 
customary·Iool. given to commanriers and masters of ships making 
the Downs t\1eir first Bort i this to be forfeited, and puni~ment to 
follow, if any prif;ate tra.e or other goods be taken from the ship 
before its arrival at Erith. The workmen in the J01ttlS.. to be given 

B~ 
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beer and a penny loaf each at dinner, 'the better to keepe them 
abord theis short daies.' Michael Hazard, who came home in the 
Mary, and has lost his sight, is allowed to enter the Alm!house at 
Poplar. (JiPP.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, JANUARY 15, 1640 (CfiJirt" Book, 
vol. xvii, p. I I 1). 

Mr. Mun presents for consideration a petition to the General 
Court, with a declaration of some overture for the better ntanagil1g 
of the trade to the East Indies, sent to him in a letter by Richard 
Boothby. It is proposed that Arthur Daintree, being v/ell re
commended and of good ability, sllall go in Captain Jourdain's 
ship [the Carsar], which has been hired by freight, with liberty to 
send a merchant or two in her, but as he asks 1201. per annum as 
salary, which is thought too much (he neve~having been in India), 
his entertainment is deferred. Thomas Steevens, master of the 
Crispzall, is much blamed for sending home In the Mary 447.piec.es 
of calicoes to his Wife, seeing he could not be ignorant of the 
Company's orders; and the Court directs that the said calicoes bt" 
blOught to the warehouse, when further consideration shall be had 
of the matter. Twenty brpadcloths to be bought for Bantam. 
Captain Jourdayne to be granted the Company's commission under 
the broad seal, and allowed to b9rt'ow one of its journals for hI(' 
better direction in the voyage; also to be paid the sol. sanctioned 
for his setting out to sea. The following officers are appointed. 
Thomas Thomblms, ac; purser of 0 the CrfspZa11, with Edward 
Kinnersly as mate; John Jefferies as purser of the JO/las, with 
William Garth as his mate; George ByIe, servant to Mr. Cram
po me, of Plymouth, as purser of the SWalt, With Bell Potter as his 
mate; Thomas Fitch as steward of the Crzsptan, with Henry 
Bassano as hiS mate; Thomas Taylor as steward of the JOllas, 
with John Hodgeson as his mate; and Johh Bourne as steward's 
mate in the SWJ,t. Provision of cordage for supply of the nve 
small ships at Surat, and a competent propo~ion of tempered stuff 
fot trimming the ships, as well to the northward as to othe south
ware,l t<\ be resolved on at the next court. ,~! PI.) 

1 The' northward' meant the factorIes 1D Western I~dia and ptrsta; the' snuthwnrd' 
those at Bantam and Its dependencies, Ulclndmg Masubpatam. 
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THE MISSION OF ANTHONY VAN DEN HEUVEL TO HolLAND, 

J ANUARf 15, 1640 (Public Record Office: Dom. Chas. I, vol ccccxlii, 
No. 6). 

Warrant to the exchequer to pay Anthony Van Den Heuvel 
300/. v.itheut account, for secret service. (Docquet.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, JANUARY 17, 1640 (Collrl Book, 
vol. xviL, p. II3). 

Mr. Treasurer is directed to pay Mr. Cradock 3001., to buy cloth 
for dispatch this year. Richard Harvy, recommended by the Earl 
of Dorset, is chosen steward -for the SWa1t. A dispute between 
John Thomas and Robert Wilby is referred to the next court. 
Alderman Gayre and Messr!> Styles and Mun are desired to go 
jointly or by turns to ~lackwa1J and hasten the preparation of the 
three ships, especially the Cnspiall, that she may be ready to sa:il 
for th~ northwards by the end of March. Messrs. Fotherby, 
Swanly, Steev~ns, and South an are directed to send in a written 
report of all damages caused by the Caesar at Blackwall Dock, 
that satisfaction may be demanded from Captain Jourdayne and her 
other owners. The Court orders that }1erritt be paid 251., instead 
of the usual 201., for his great care in piloting the Mary with hi') 
l«:tch from the Downs to Enth .. but Merritt refuses this sum a., 
msufficient, on account of the loss he has 'iustained by not using 
the ketch this fishing season, and rlesires further consideration. 
Mr. Smith, an officer·of the Admiralty, bring!> a writ for arrest of 
Mr. Cobb, late master of the Samarz'tan, and desires assistance in 
serving it; whereupon Thomas Come is directed to use all possible 
diligence in helping him. Mr. Methwold presents a packet of 
letters brought home in the Mary for the Dutch East India 
Company; whereupon they are delivered to Mr. Lucy, the said 
Company's merchant. ·Mr. Methwold relates tha~ when in Goa he 
received many courtesies from a Portuguese named Don Phillippo 
de Mascarinas, throug~ whose favour he was better enabled to do 
the Compafly service in those p:uts. Mascarinas entrusted to his 
care a piece pt-arnbergris, weighing about 600 oz., and a ,aree1 of 
rough diamonds kl the vakte of 6001., to sell to the best advantage 
in EngUnd, and return the proceeds by bill of exchan~e to Lisbon 
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tt' per~ns ,~iotled, in:. a writing in Portuguese under his hand. 
"ME;.' Met£wotd .8ta,tes. that he has t'utered the ambergris and 
diamcihds .in the C.stom·house .and paM custom fur them, not 

• wi'!;hing to take thell). himself without ficst obtaining the sanction 
of the Court; whereapon the Governor asks if the said goods 
1 eally belong to the Portugal; on Mr. Methwold soft:mdly pro
testing that they do, order is given for them to be delivered to 
him, and the Court expresses a deSire to see them. Mr. Cappur is 
directed to provide sails for the ships. On considering the advices 
from Bantam and Surat, fifteen tons of cableSiland small cordage, and 
five tons of tempered stuff are ordered to be provided for the north
wards, and twenty tons of cordage ~ith ten tons of tempered stuff 
for Bantam. Mr. Yates, master of the Swan, proposes that, for 
, the better defence of his shippe against an enimy and to scowre 
the decks upon a close fight', he may be provided with two small 
pieces of ordnance of four or five cwt. each; the Court, approving 
of this, orders Mr. Rilston to provide the said ordnance. for the • Jonas and C"1SPZalt as well as for the Swan, and to fit them with 
carriages and all things necessary. Lady-Hamersly to receive free 
of freight two small cabinets and ten pieces of calicoes sent her by 
het son-in-law, Mr. Coggan.. Mr. Stcevenson, the wharfinger, to be 
paid z.ool. on account of 5001. due unto him for wharfage, &c. 

(3 pt·) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, JANUARY 20, 1640 (Cottrt Book, 
vol. xvii, p. 117). 

Alvoro Semedo, a Portuguese Jesuit, desiring liberty to receive 
musk and China roots brought home in the Mary, for which he has 
paid custom and is willing to pay freight, he h told that the said 
goods must first be brought to the Exchange cellar to be viewed. 
Similar directions are given concerning Mr.~ethwold'sgoods. The 
Court orders a 4 watch and three rings to be delivered to Anne 
Willoughby, widow of John Willoughby, deevased 10 Persia. (~P) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, JANUARY 22, 1640 (Cottrt Book, 
vol. xvi~ p. JI8). 

An order is read from the Lords of the CounHI concerning the 
alteration of the preamble, which by the said order is ret erred to 
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the consideration of the Sub-Committees ~nq Farme,r.ajQ{Castoa;a:s.: 
Mr. Governor, Mr. Deputy, and the Committees formerly Jlo~i .. ted 
are desited to meet the .said Sub-Commit't~es and I:~er" this 
afternoon at Sir William.Russell's accordinglr. J.Phn Tbo~as ana, 
Robert Wilby appearing with th~r witnesses, the Court hears them 
patierPtly, and seeing that the allegations contained in the petition 
now presented in the name of all the carpenters employed at 
Blackwall (whom Wilby caused to leave their work and to come 
into cotIrt in a mutinous manner and falsely assert the detention of 
their wages and otheJewrongs) cannot be substantiated, resolves to 
proceed legally against the men, and to bind them over to appear 
at the Sessions to answer for. their unwarrantable behaviour; but, 
on their submitting and promising to return quietly to work, it is 
resolved to overlook their offence. Thomas and Wilby also submit 
themselves and are ofdered each to withdraw his action, Wilby to 
pay Thomas lOS. and both to become frit'nds. The Mary being 
nearl:,\ unladen, Mr. Sambrooke is directed to make out warrants 
for payment o"{' her mariners, and to clear their accounts if nothing 
is found against them. James Martyn, John Buxton, and John 
Richardson accepted by the balloting-box as securities for salam
pores. Charles Leake, master of .the Seahorse, Henry Read, 
master of the Grace, and John Bennett, master of the Hart, refuse 

.to accept the offer made them (or freight of their said ships sent to 
Gore-end to lighten the Mary; the Court, not quite believing the 
alleged tonnage of the three ship~, desires Messrs. Southam and 
Steevens to examin~ them, and on their report satisfaction shall be 
given. Resolved, on the proposal of Mr. Deputy, to ~cnci 160,000 

rials of eight this year to the Indies in the C,.ispzall, '.lonas, and 
Swan; and Mr. Treasurer is desired to provide the same. Mr. Card
well to be given all the Company's defective powder to mend, for 
which he is to be paid, as usual, 3d. per lb. (~ .1.1.) 

1 The draft preamble for a new subscr'ptlOn Was consIdered all: a meehng of the Privy 
Council on J aauary 15, w~n It was referred to the Sub-CommIttees l'revlOus!yappointed. 
Their reply was read at a meeting held on the 19th, and it was ordered that the Sub
Commlttee9'should confer with the 11 ... t IndIa Compnny on the subject. (PrlV), Cquncu 
Reguten.) 
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A Ct:>URT OF COMMITTEES, JANUARY 24, 1640 (Cozwt Book, 
vol. xvii, p. no). 

'Payment ordered of three biJIs of exchange from Cowes, 
amounting to 891. 3s. 4a., for provisions for the Hopewell and 
Ad'met. The wife of William Hall, a factor in Persia, w:> ~ paid 
the sum due unto her on account of her husband's salary. Wages, 
amounting to 1161. 2s. Id., for the last week at Blackwall, to be 
paid. The accOtmt of Edward Falkoner, late purser in the Blessing, 
amounting to 1861. 14s. 4d., ordered to be.c1eared. Mr. Acton's 
bill of 51. 5s. 6d. for law causes to be paid. Forty-eight' skynns or 
fardles' of cinnamon and seventy-tw~ pieces of' callico lawnes' to 
be delivered to Mr. Methwold, he submitting the freight to the 
Court's decision. Mr. Methwold advising that broadcloth will sell 
at Surat, Messrs. Spurstowe and Cradocktare entreated to buy 
]50 pieces, taking Methwold's advice as to price and colour. 
William Baily, late commander of the Mary, is given 100/. for 

" bringing her direct to the Downs, and twelve fardlel,,; of cinnamon 
are ordered to be delivered to him, he refe,nng the freight to the 
consideration of the Court. John Webster's petition to be ware·· 
housekeeper with Mr. Charke at the Exchange cellar is denied, 
Richard Swinglehurst having been appointed in Mr. Chauncy's 
place and given the keys of the sai,d cellar. ( I! pp.) 

ORDER OF HIS MAJESTY IN COUNCIL, DATED AT WHITEHALL, 

JANUARY 26, 1640 (Public Record QJ!ice: Er.st Indus, vol. iv B, 
no. 73). 

The King in Council this day ordered the East India Company 
to fully reimburse the Earl of Southampton and the adventurers 
with him for the charge they have been at in preparing and 
adequately furnishing a large vessel to make a plantation on the 
island of Mauritius (for which enterprise HIS Majesty's letters 
patents have heed" obtained), which ship has been ready some 
months but is stayed by the Kmg's commandsfupon the suggestions 
and pretences of the said Company, to His Lordship's great and 
daB:; cost; otherwise His Majesty will give Qrder aPld.licence for 
the said ship to proceed on her voyage. (Clopy. ~ .p.) 
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A tDRAFT] PREAMELE TO A SUBSCRIPCION FOR A NEWE 

JOYNT iTOCKE TO THE EAST INDIES, PERSIA, &C.', JANUARY ~8, 

1640 (Pt~blic Record officI: East Indies, vol. iv B. no. 74). 

The Company having been directed several times by the General 
Court. to .draw home its eState from abroad and to wind up the 
Third Joint Stock, because of the many discouragements lately 
received, and having by petitions and a remonstrance presented to 
the Kmg declared the necessity of His Majesty's powerful and 
speedy direction for tJ'le continuance of so important a trade, His 
Majesty, after debating the causes of these discouragements with 
his Lords in Council, was griciously pleased to signify his desire 
that the said trade should be continued and supported, and pro
mised it his royal help and favour, as appears by an Order in 
Council of the 10th 0» December, 1639. According to this Order 
and to encourage the adventurers aLout to underwrite in the 
intended Joint Stock to proceed, as the trade in India is now in 
a bett~r condition than it has been for many years, on account of 
the great increase of wa.res since the late famine and pestilence, the 
following preamhle has been drawn up: First, that for the better 
government of the intended J oint Stock (the payments for which 
are to he spread over four years) it sh~ll be lawful for the majority 
it a General Court to direct ~ow and by whom the said Joint 
Stock shall be managed and to chose the said managers yearly. 
Secondly, that the book of subscription shall remain open for all, 
as well English as" strange~', dwelling ill or near the city of 
London until the z5th of March next, and to all others His 
Majesty's subjects and strangers whatsoever until the 1st of May 
next, and then be closed and no one allowed to underwrite or to 
enlarge his subscription without the consent of a majority at 
a General Court; that each annual payment, after the closing of 
the book, be made quaflterly at Midsummer, Michaelmas, Christmas, 
and the last at Lady Day in the year 1641, a~d so every said 
quarter day for the thtec ensuing years until the whole subscription 
is brought.in j that all subscriptIOns be paid to the Treasurer of the 
Company fo~ the time.being, or to his deputy. Thirdly, ~at if the 
new adventurers, do not. pay in their moneys according to their 
several. subscriptions at the aforesaid time, or within thirty days 
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after, they shall pay to the Treasurer, or his deputy, for the: use of 
the Company, a fine of 30s. a month for every Jool. so due, as such 
non· payment may cause great damage and confulIlon· to the 
intended voyages. Fourthly, that no Englishman sha1! subscribe 
less than 5001. in this intended Joint Stock, and no foreigner less 
than 1,0001. Fifthly, any Englishman buying an advetUu~ after 
the book has been closed, not having previously subscribed, shall 
pay a fine of 20/. for his freedom, and a stranger doing so shall pay 
~ fine of 40/. Sixthly, to avoid all disturbance in the trade tiy there 
being two East India Companies at one and tthe same time, the old 
Company shall have a convenient time, according to its charter, to 
bring its stock home, and after next i\1ay shall send no more to the 
East Indies, Persia, or the Southwards beyond the Cape Bona 
Sperance.1 (Copy. Ii pp.) 

• A COURT OF COMMITTEES, JANUARY 29, 1640 (Court Boo.k, 
vol. xVii, p. I'J.J). 

• Mr. Cradock to be given 8001. to buy cloths. "Two thousand 
pieces of calicoes at lOS. and 12S. per pi~ce and two thousand at 
14..1'. and I6s. per piece to be dehvered to Messrs. Briggs and Oneby 
for transportation. Mr. Rilston to pay the coachman's bill of 8/ . 

• for eight days' service if! taking the Committees to and from Erith. 
Mr. Young to pay for six butts of ,beer had from His Majesty's shiEl 
the Unz'com for use in the Mary. John Cappur dilected to get 
advice how to recover a bale of silk missing from the barque 
He1lry. Nicholas, son of Alderman BackhC>t.se, admitted to the 
freedom of the Company by patrimony. A gentleman appears 

1 Tbe followmg document (No. 74 I) IS a duplicate of the precedmg with theae 
addllions m N Icholas'~ hand to the first condition set forth m the preamble IS added 
that the number of Managers or Committees IS not to exceed twelve (m addition to the 
(jovemor), seven of whom must be present when any bUSiness IS to be concluded, the 
Governor to be allowed to appoint anyone of the twelve as hiS deputy In case of 
sickness; these Committees rna} from tIme to time :PPOlnt Snb-Committe~9 from 
freemen of the generatl!Y, who are to gIve account to the Committees oC all bUIIDess 
referred to them; the Governor and five of the Commltteest:.o be changed every year, tbe 
'iame Governor not to be allowed to hold that post for two years together. To the 
fo lIth conditIOn IS added that as many as Will may lom 1U the adventure or 5001 , but one 
on. y shall be free and have a vote In the said Company, and on SUt.cIl bing shail name 
aU hiS pa.tners, the accounts to be kept severally for su~h of them as shllU deSire It. 
The preamble all finally approved (incorporatlDg th'i\se addltlods) IS entered OD the 
minutes of the Privy CouncIl under date of Jilnuary 29. 
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from the Earl Marshal 'on behalf of Mr. Langer, adminillrator to 
the late Mr. Wilford,1 who was employed in Persia by the Earl, to 
receive ~uch estate as is.due on the said Wilford's account, which 
he alleges is about 861. llS. j this sum is ordered to be paid to the 

. Earl on the administrator giving a discharge for it, the Court noting 
that It tIfe closing of the Surat books one Ambertson had received 
50/. of the said sum. The Lord Mayor acquaints the 'Court with 
a reference from the King to Sir Paul Pinder and Mr. Halstead to 
join with two of the Company and settle its dispute with James Cox; 
the Lord Mayor and Alderman Abdy, having before' taken paynes ' 
in this business, are considered fittest to undertake it again. 
Mr. Deputy and certain COll1mittees are entreated to attend the 
King this afternoon, when the preamble is to be presented to His 
Majesty. (Ii- pp.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, JANUARY Sf, 1640 (Court Book, 
vol. xvii, p. 122) • 

• 
Mr. Nichoras, Clerk of the Council, given 10/., and his clerk 

40S., in recognition of .services done the Company in drawing up 
the preamble and divers ordels. Mr. Secretary Coke given lot. 
for procuring the King's licence to t~ansport muskets, powder, and 
shot as a present for the King of Bantam. Committees appointed 
to answer all petitions for remission of freight on private trade 
brought home 10 the Mary. Alderman Gayre and Messrs. Styles 
and Mun requested to view the :.tores and provisions supplied by 
the Londoll to the ~ary on "her homeward voyage,2 and to make 
such return as they shall thmk fit, and have the same sent to the 
L01zdon by the next ships. Andrew Smally to be treated with 
for elm timber and other materials needed at Blackwall Yard. 
A warrant having been procured from the King to send 300 

muskets, 150 barrels of powder, and 1,000 iron shot to the King 
of Bantam, Alderman Gayre and Mr. Kerridge fre desired to pro
vide and see the lame shipped. The preamble, drawn up by 
Mr. Nicholas according to the King's directions, being read, the 
Court oBserves that no power is given the Governor in case of ill
ness to nominate a Deputy, without whom no court c~ be held j 

1 See the prevrous volume, p. ~51. 
t See Mandelslo's T"4Vds, Eogllsh edltlon of 1663, p. 153. 
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whereuIfon the Secretary is desired to acquaint the Lords with this 
omission, that it may be rectified. Wages at Blackwall for the 
present week, amounting to 172t. 16s. 8d'J to be paid. (Ii·PP·) 

SAMUEL CORDWELL TO THE COUNCIL, FEBRUARY 4. 1 640 

(Public Record O.n;ce: Dom. Ckas. I, vol. ccccxliv, no. 22). '.fl. • • 

It is humbly offered for your consideration :-1. That the home
made saltpetre falls short about eighty lasts to make 240 lasts 
yearly, and therefore if you think fit, now that the Ea5~ India 
Company are suitors for some privileges, they may be covenanted 
with to bring over a certain quantity of saltpgtre yearly, at the rate 
they have formerly sold it for to the King. [JvlargZ1t: It is held 
fit that when the charter shall be pas~ed there be a clause to enjoin 
the East India Company accordingly.] • . . .• (Extract 011/;" 
i p.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, FEBRUARY 5, 1640 (Court Book, 
vol. xvii, p. u4). ( 

The widow and executrix of the lat(' John Wilfoughby to be 
paid sol. of his estate now in the Company's hands. Mr. Methwold 
requests that the money paid into the Company's cash at Surat In 

1637 by the Conde de Lynhares may be returned to him with th(~ 
intere!.t due thereon; the Court, hearing from Mr. Markham, 
the Auditor, that according to th<; accounts now returned in the( 
lIlary the said money was really paid in at Surat, OIders that it be 
reduced into rials of eight at the rate of 6s. per rial, and paid to 
Mr. Methwold in di<;charge of both principal and interest; this the 
latter thmks will content the Viceroy. The preamble is considered, 
and a question raised whether it shall be read at the next General 
Court, some conceiving that it does not :;0 much concern the 
present adventurers in the old Stock as those who shall come in 
upon the new subscription, for which, by this preamble, both 
English and' straingers' may underwrite. The Court is of opinion 

\ 

that it should not be made known to the General Court, which 
is only summoned to be infol nu:d of the g80ds returned home, 
to give directions for their disposal, and to consent to tM dispatch 
of the int~nded stock. The King having promised by Qrder of the 
loth of December last that Lord Cottir~ton should come and 
inform the generality of his Majesty's gracious favour and < good 
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intentions to the Company for its better encouragement lit prose~ 
cuting its trade, and His Lordship being unable through indisposi
tion to d'o so, the Secretao/ is directed to wait on him and ascertain 
his pleasure, and to whom to apply in case he cannot come. 
Edward Knightly. Edward Wastfeild, and George Warner, formerly 
appretfticoo to Mr. George Clarke, are admitted to the freedom 
of the Company by service, each paying ZOs. to the poor~box. 
The Court desiring information of the Company's estate and con
dition, as well for payment of the debts owing at inter~st as for 
satisfaction of the next General Court, Mr. Sambrooke reads 
a calculation he has made, showing that the Company has' within 
the land sufficient to pay taeir debts, and about 72,0001, not 
including the charges of the three shipps now intended to bee sent 
out this spring '. Hereupon debate ensues, and it is agreed by 
erection of hands that-a division of 25 per cent. in Persia raw silk 
be made to each adventurer, and no more divisions declared till all 
debts it interest are fully paid j also that if, after this diVIsion 
is distributed "and the three ships dispeeded, the Company is 
indebted about 100,00el. more than it has at home, it shall assure 
for this sum. TllO'>e not taking their division in silk to be paid in 
money at ' midsomer next come two Yfares' ; all the silk to be first 
underwritten for. (2* PP) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, "FEBRUARY 7, 1640 (Court Book, 
voL xvii, p. 126). 

Humphrey Hill, ~rmerly !lpprenticed to William Spurstowe, 
is admitted to the freedom of the Company by service, paying 20J. 

to the poor-box. Captain Styles reporting that the proportiun 
of powder and iron shot (folty or fifty rounds) usually sent in the 
ships is more than is now necessary, by reason of the late peace 
made with the Portuguese, the Court orders that the Crispiatl, 
J01ZaS, and Swan be !upplted with thirty rounds only, according 
to the number oi their ordnance. After some debate it is resolved 
to inform the generalfty this afternoon of the arrival of the Mary ; 
that her g.ods are safely lanGPd and warehoused; and that, accord
ing to cust0!11. in tok~n of the Company',> thankfulness,,. sermon 
is to be preached at St. ~ndrew's Undershaft; also that a division 
of 25 per cent. in Persia silk, equally sorted and divided at zos. 



per lb., ts to be given tOfCach adventuret; that the a~pt of q.uick 
~ .. ,,<' 

stock thought requisite to be sent in t:h~ three ships to enable the 
goods now abroad to . be brought home. is in all ,50,0001., to be 
valued here at the rate of 5s. ~hc rial of ~ight. Mr. Cardwell 
requests abatement on the last saltpetre bought ~f the Company 
at 4/. per hundred, some of which he finds upon trial to be bsd and 
not worth lOs. per hundred; this is refused, he having viewed and 
had a sample of it before buying, and Harris, the deputy'saltpetre 
man, having bought some of the same and found it very' good, 
moreover, if liberty had been given for trat;'c;portation of the said 
saltpetre, it could have been sold in Holland for st. per hundred 
or more. A Court of Sales appointen to be held this day fortnight. 
Consideration had of the debt of 751. charged in the account of the 
late President Rastall to Nathaniel Wich. Mr. Methwold relates 
that when at Surat he examined the accGunts and found that 
RastaJl had by mistake charged Wich wIth 2,600 rupees, 600 

of which should rightly have been put to Nathaniel Movntny's 
account; whereupon Sambrooke and Markham are directed to 
examine and report on the said accounts, that justice may be done 
Mr. Wich. Samuel, son of Mr. Bigley Carleton, admitted to the 
freedom of the Company by patrimony, paying ~os. to the poor
box. Robert Gale, formerly servant to Mr. George Franrklyn. 
admitted by service, Pdying a simIlar amount. John Spiller's bill 
of IS!. lOS. 6d., for discharging the Mary's goods, to be paid. The 
petition of Jane Chambers, administratrix of Anthony Ott, deceased 
in the Indies, to be paid 501. from Ott's estate, is granted on the 
recommendation of Sir Henry Martyn, who, from Cappur's report, 
thinks that the said Ott was non compos mellttS when he made his 
will. Stephen Russen, a Poleander, who came home in the Mary 
and has served the Company twelve months without wages, to be 
given ~o nobles. Richard Parks, formerly steward in the Hopewell, 
John Clarke, Ge<;!rge Miller, and Robert Sparrow, all in thc said 
ship, being commanded to go ashore for provIsions, and foul weather 
preventing their return, the Elopewell sailed 'without them, taking 
tneir clothing and other provi-;ions, to their creat loss; on hearing 
this, the tCourt directs that they be given .passage qn the ships 
intended for Bantam, and on arrival b~ taken into their former 
places in the Hopewell. (3PP.) 



A GENERAL COURT,' FEBRUAR-Y'7, i64C!> (Court Book, vol. xvii, 
p. 130).' 

Mr. Deputy (tqe Gove'rnor being ill) acquaints the generality 
that they are called together to be told of the happy arrival of the 
M e-ry and of the safe delivery of her goods into the warehouse, for 
which bles;ing a sermon of thanksgiving to God is to be preached 
next Thursday fortnight by Mr. Shute at St. Andrew's Undershaft, 
when a, many as can are desired to be pre!'cnt. The goods brought 
horne in the Mary arc valued at about 150,00oL, and a Court 
of Sales is to be held tTlis day fortnight to dispose of them. Three 
of the Company's ships and one hired upon freight have been pre
pared for dispatch this spring:namely. the Caesar, the J01tas, and 
the Swan for Bantam, and the Crispialt for Surat j and in them 
it is proposed to send ~,oool. quick stock to Bantam, and 35,0001. 
to Surat (no more stock to be dispeedcrl after this); for which the 
approval of this court is necessary. It is also resolved' to divide 
a fourtR parte qf a capitall, vidt, 251. per cent. to every adventurer 
according to his stock', in silk at 20S. per lb., on condition that they 
receive no more until ttie Company's debts are paid, and if there 
is not sufficient silk the shortage is to be paid in money at Mid
summer next come two years; those c(}ming first to be served first. 
The generality desiring to know how the Company's affairs stand, 
the Audilor and the Accountant' report that there will be 70,000/. 
remaining after payment of all debts, but on the four ships being 
supplied and the di~dend issued, the Company will be indebted 
loo,oool.; and for this sum Mr. Deputy declares a policy of assur
ance is to be made, as was done on a former occasion; also that 
three ships are expected home from Bantam and one from Surat, 
with sufficient stock to enable the Company to payoff all its debts. 
Thereupon the generality agrees by erection of hands to the above
mentioned proposals. .Many adventurers bemg away and so igno
rant of the reCCf't decision, it is resolved that only those who wish 
to take their divisionsrin silks for transportation may underwrite for 
them, and, others must wait until this day fortnight. In reply 
to a question as to when the preamble for subscription of a new 
stock is to t1e set out, answer is made that it is expected-that the 
King will send one of hfs Lords to the General Court some time 
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next wcfek to signify the favours His Majesty proposes to confer on 
the Company for its encouragemetlt. Complaint is made that 
Mr. Chauncy has embezzled pepper and has not b~n called 
to account; to which it is replied that he has been questioned and 
is suspended from employment till further inquiry. (3 PP ) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, FEBRUARY 12, 1640 (COllY' Book, 
vol. xvii, p. 133). 

It is resolved that, in addition to the sermon of thanlrsgiving 
to be preached for the arrival of the Mar~ 101. be distributed to 
the poor widows of Stepney whose husbands have died in the 
Company's servict> ; also that Mr. S~ute be given $1., as before, for 
his sermon, and Mr. Mason, minister of St. Andrew's Undershaft, 
51. for distribution to the officers of the church and the poor of the 
parish. Captain J ourdaine reporting the rf,adiness of the Caesar, 
eight chests of rials of eight are ordered to be sent in her fr;>r 
Bantam, and thirty barrels of powder, the lattel to be deliverea to 
the King of Bantam. Three hundred broadcloths/ of col~ur and 
price advised by Mr. Methwold, to be sent in the Crispian fur 
Surat; for which purpose Mr. Cradock i's to be given 1,0001. in 
addition to what he has already received. Richard Beale, merchant 
and executor to the late RIchard Beale, transfers 6oof. adventure in 
the Third Joint Stock with all profits, on which 751. is dIVIded , ( 

with an arrear of 16s. 6d. for latc payment, to Robert Gale, 
merchant, who in his turn transfers 2501. adventure 'in thiS present 
Joynt Stock, whereof is diviued 251. per cent.',do Edward Wastfeild, 
merchant. Mr. Martyn's proposal concerning defective calicoes 
is referred to Messrs. Spurstowe and Francklyn. Upon the recom
mendation of Captain J ourdayne, John Stall on is given 2$1. in 
satisfaction of his demand", he havmg complained of hIS wages 
(:;:0 nobles a month for SIX months) when last employed by the 
Company. A letter from Thomas Chauncy being read, the 
Secretary is directed to reply that the Committees have beard 
of many abuses committed by him which they are unwllItng to 
believe; they therefore beg him to deal openly ond fairly with them, 
which will tend to his more favourable treatment and save con
siderable6 expense. Some of the large quantity of iron shot at 

l 
.Blackwall is ordered to be send in the Crispian to Surat, Mr. Meth-
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wold advising that it will there sell to good profit. The rdfuest or 
Edward Abbott that his mother may receive lot. a year from his 
wages is ~granted. Thomas Bowling, who came home a passenger 
in the Mar)l, is given 40S. from the poor-box. (3 pp.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, FEBRUARY 14, 16~o (Court Book, 
vol. xvn, p: 136). 

Sir William Russell and Sir 'Paul Pinder desiring to meet some 
of the -Committees next Saturday at Sir William's house, to 
examine Richard Wild's petition against the Company exhibited 
to the King 1, Alderma; Gayre and Messrs. Ashwell and Francklyn 
are entreated to go, and to insist upon the general release already 
given by Wild, which the Company is advised by its counsel 
is an absolute discharge of all and every pretence, and to decline 
any re-examinatIOn of \his complaint. Mr. Methwold proposes that 
A!bert van Mantelowe 2, a German gentleman who came home from 
India with him in the Mary, be allowed hi!> diet and passage free, 
he beinl a mar. of quality and one of whom the King has taken 
special notice and had private conference with; after some debate 
this is agreed to. Mr. Fotherby's bill of 971. IS. 3d. for the week's 
wages at Blackwall to be paId. (Ijpp.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, FEllRUARY 19, r640 (Court Book, 
~l. xvii, p. 138). 

The Court orders that those taking out the intended division 
in sdk shall do so ia the proportIOn 01 four-sevenths Legee, two
sevenths Arda<;, and one-seventh Cannaree or IVlat:af'ldran silk. 3 

Mr. Methwold repl esents that at his entertainment he agreed to 
~erve the Company for five and a half years at 500/. a year, 200/. to 

I See tbe pre'lous volume, pp. 319, 320, &c 
2 It need hardly he saId thllt th,s was the well-known traveller, AI"ert von MlIndelslo. 

The Court had prevIously del.1,iled to mnke him pay tor Ius passage (,ee the pre~ed1ng 
volume, p. 358). 

• For' Ard .. s' and' Lege/' , see the prevloas volume, pp. 57, 170. Mazanderan 15 

a prOVIDce of Persia borde&g on the CaspIan. ' Cannaree' IS explalntd by some 
passages In Travels of Vmet.ans ." Perna (Hllkluyt Society, 1873), wbere at p. 5~ 

mention IS ma~e of 'Chlaner, whence cot"e the Canary sIlks', and at p. 112 of a fortre.s 
n<lmeci, , Canar', .where 511 ... IS In'lde whlch IS called ' Cananan '. ThiS pl~ seem. to 
hav!: been In or near the v.lley ()~ the Aras. poss\bly It \'D the ml)O,ttn KaU\&t, 3:' Bn\es 
north-west of Khol. 

s.c M. II 
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b~ pai. in India and the remaining 4001. to be added to his 
adventure of r ,oooi. underwritten befort: his departure, as appears 
in an order pf the 27th of February, 1633; having served six and 
three quarter years, he now desires that his adventure may be 
settled. The Court, remembering his faithful service, orders his 
adve'ntere to be settled at 2,7001., and any odd money du.e fQl' wages 
to be paid to him. Yeldowes, an Armenian, servant to Cojah 
Suflraes, chief of the Armenians in Persia, petitions for a passage 
for himself, Carrabett 1, another Armenian, and their tWCl servants, 
in the ship bound for Surat, offering to Pi>" what freight is con
sidered right; whereupon Thomas Steevens is desired to VieW their 
goods. The pepper to be sold next Friday is to be put up in • parcels, fifty bags to each parcel, to be sifted and sold for transport 
at 3s. ¥. per lb. at three six months 2 from next Lady Day; and 
for the pepper sold in town the time is tc. be six and six months 
from the same date. (1}- pp.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, FEBRUARY 2I, r6'to (Cotta! Book, 
vol. xvii, p. 139). 

A request is made on behalf of Lady Hamerslyand her daughter, 
Mrs. Andrew Coggan, that the freight of ca.licoes sent in the Mary 
as to~ens by Mr. Coggan' may be remitted j the Court, out of 
respect for Lady Hamersly, orders that the freight of thirty pieces 
be remitted, but the remainder" (calIcoes being the Company's 
commodity) detained and the price they cost in India paid for them. 
Certain Committees are desired to decide coocernmg other calicoes 
brought home in the Mary as private trade. Alderman Abdy 
reports that he and the Lord Mayor have met Sir Paul Pinder 
and Mr. Laurence Halstead several times for settlement of the 
dispute between James Cox and the Company, and in their opinion 
Mr Cox should be allowed after the rate of 100/. per annum for 
the wages of Giles Hobbs; consideration hw-eof is deferred. Alrler
man Gayre reports the proceedings at a meeting of the referees 
appotnted to ('onsider the petition of Richanl Wild, and how those 
on behalf of the Company caused some ~ormer order:;, 1'ecWcing 

Ilf 
I rhese warnes are Yulduz, K,wiiJ2 Sarfaraz, and Kampet. • , 
• The rneanlng IS that payme?'t was to be made m taree IDstalments, at intervals o( six 

months. TlllS C<lrrccta a note on p. J I of the preVlous volume. 
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Mr. Wild's fine from 2,,500/. to 2,000 marks and then t' 1,000 

marks, to be read, and also insisted on the general release he gave 
the Company; and how Mr. Wild persisted in his demands made 
before he gave the said release. The matter is referred until the 
Court's order fining Wild fl.,sool., and the letter of the latter to 
Mr. Cletnent when he .,ent Mr. Skibbow up to Agra, both of which' 
are missing. can be found and Mr. Sherborne consulted about them. 
Messrs. Reynardson and Ashwell to examine and report on the 
account"and difference between the Company and Sir Dudley Diggs. 
Mr. Cappur to prepar. all accusations and complaints from the 
consultations and general and private letters brought against Guy 
Bath, William ana Henry Johnson, Robert Manly, ana all other 
delinquents. (2 pp ) . 

A GENE.RAL COURT ~F SALES, FEBRUARY 21, 1640 (Corer/Book, 
vo~. xvii, p. 141). 

Sale ~f pepper, ginger, cotton yarn, aloes, indigo, and sugar, 
with prices and names of purchasers. (Ii pp.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, FEBRUARY fl.6, 1640 (Court Book, 
vol. xvii, p. 143)' 

Four minions to be bought and put aboard the Swa7t Mr'1l'er 
bc:tter defence. Consideration l}ad of the demands of Mr. Cox, 
administrator of Giles Hobbs, for services rendered by the latter to 
the Company in carrying letters overland to Persia. One of the 
Committees to whom 'this business was referred decl:ues his opinion 
that sol. per annum is sufficient remuneration; this the Company 
is willing to pay, otherwise to refer the matter to the course of 
justice. Richard Nelmcs, Richard Pigott, William Ruddyard, 
Richard Allen, Thomas Culling and [ ] Alston accepted by the 
balloting-box as securities for pepper. Charles Slade, son and 
administrator or'Captaift James Slade, to receive his father's estate 
now in the Company's hands, deduction being first made of 2641. 
due by bill unto Mr. F"emlyn, which is to be paid to Mr. Methwold, 
he hMing ao letter of attorney to receive the same. Charles Slade 
is tJ';:;ign a l;»ond for 1001. to save the COInyany harmless vom all 
claims made on the said eitate within the next two years. A letter 
of thanks to be written to Sir John Pennington, Vice~Admiral of the 

C~ 
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NarroJ Seas, and sol. to be given to him, for supplying the Mary with: 
men'and provisions at her arrival in the Downs; also 101. to be given 
to the master, and 10l. to the boatswain, coxswain, and men, to be 
distributed as Sir John pleases. George Hadley, Jvnes Smith, 
Henry Baynebrigg, and Ralph Stre-dwick accepted by the balloting
box as securities for Malabar pepper and indigo. F,ranci! Hurst, 
recommended by Justice Crooke, is entertained as steward's mate 
in the YOllas in place of John Hodgeson. Two fine scarlets, one 
fine grass-green cloth, and one 'popingaye cullor' to be· bought 
and sent for presents to Persia and Surat. -+.Ij pp.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, FEBRUARY z8, 1640 (Court BtJOk, 
• vol. xvii, p. 145). 

Samuel Harsenett, Thomas Browne, Stephen Burton, and 
Edward Prescott accepted as securities for t>epper and ginger; and 
Sir Nicholds Crispe, Samuel Crispe, and Samuel Carleton .as 
securities for indigo. Alderman Gayre i~, de.,ired to join.Me<.!srs. 
Reynardson and Ashwell in deciding tbe dispute between the 
Company and Mr. Diggs concerning his father's account. T'1e 
Committees appointed for private trade report their opinions that, 
as calicoes are the Company's commodity, all those belonging to 
private men should be reservpd for the Company, who should pay 
for them as its own; whereupon t,he Court directs that those havmg 
calicoes shall bring a note of their prime cost to Mr. Bowen, when 
further ordt:rs concerning them shall be given. The wages of 
John Browne, Walter Starre, and [ ] Bo~en, master's mates in 
the Mary, to be paid. Alderman Abdy reports that some of the 
referees in Mr. Cox's business think that 1001. per annum should 
be allowed for the wages of Giles Hobbs, but he conSIders that 501. 
is sufficient; this latter opinion the Court confirms and resolves 
to give no more. Mr. Cox then demands his division in silk; this 
is refused, as upon the 1,6001. subscnbcd·by him he has paid in 
nothing, yet he hds been given credit for 1,0001. by his divi
~ions in the Voyages and by the wages tf Hobbs towards the 
;:uJlply of his subscription; but order is given to allow him interest 
on the s;..id wages from the time of the news of the de<J.th of Hobbs. 
Captain Milward moves that, notwlthst.,ndmg hiS debt of 1,5col., 
he may receive his division in silk, amounting to about 3,000/.; 
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Mr.' Sambrooke is directed to make up the Captain's account, ct1Jtge 
it with interest till next Midsummer two years, and present it at the 
next court. Lancelot Falkener's petition to receive his father's adven
ture for hil1llelf and his brothers, according to the directions in hi~ 
father's will, is refused, the adventure having already been paid 
in part, -and ~e rest sold twenty years since. Widow Thompkins 
petitions for the wages of John Clarke, deceased, in payment of 
a debt que to her late husband; ordered that she be paid the said 
debt and her charges, but that Clarke's estate be reserved for hIS 
father, who is still livlhg. John Mantle entertained at J 2s. per 
month to attend on Mr. Steevens. Rebecca Eldred and her son 
Nathaniel, executors to John ·Eldred, transfer to George Clarke 
1,012/. lOS. adventUie in the Third Joint Stock, upon which is 
dIvided 12/. lOS pC;"r hundred. Yeldowes and three other Armenians 
agree to pay 400 rials· of eight fOJ their passage and the freight 
of'eight chests of goods, to lay in theIr own provisions, and to give 
bond fo, payment at Surat before delivery of their goods. (z1 pp.} 

A COURT OF Cm.nnTTEES, MARCH 3, 1640 (Cottrt Book, vol. 
xvii, p. 147). 

The Court, on hearing the contents of a letter received by Simon 
Laurence from Mr. Merry, is so well pleased with the proceedings 
of the latter since his arrival in Persia that for his better encourage
ment his wages ale ordered to be increased from I50/. to 3001. per 
annum, to begin from the 25th instant. (-1 p.) 

• 
A COURT OF COMMITTEES, MARCH 4, 1640 (COllyt Book, vol. 

XVIi, p. 147). 

The Earl of Northumberland's request by letter for loan of the 
Company's slaughter and store houses at Blackwall for the Ktng''i 
service is granted (all the oxen required for the Company's use 
this spring havif'g been killed), provIded that Mr. Cooper and the 
other undertakers clear the houses at their own charge, and make 
good what damage stall be done. Daniel Bancks transfers to 
John Langham zIOl. adventure ~nd profit in the Third Joint Sto4;k, 
on which is .divided 26l.5s. An Officer of the Admir~ty pre
senting an attachment f.r all wages, &c., belonging to the late 

. Wtlliam Slade, he is told that the Court knows of DO such estate. 
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On th'! tnotion ·of Mr. BeaU::rJ.ampe, S(r' ~~ds CrlLl)fl·. account 
'for tapestry sent into the Inpies is {lrJered to b¢ ,ma4e-vp.· Messrs. 
Trott and DaJles are' entreated -to' otrers¢e ·tbe ""-eighiag and 
deIiyery of the divisions in silk. ~r. Davidson, 'the ropemaker, 
having.been directed to make a callre for the King in place of one 
borrowed by the Company, now presents a receipt for oire made 
for the King's ship, the U,ticorn. The Court orders 20,000 rials of 
eight to be provided to supply the proportion of 50,000/. in goods 
and 'money formerly ordered to be sent to Surat and Bantam. 
Richard Cooper, one of the undertakers ff:lr the King's service, is 
required to make satisfaction for sums charged upon him sin~e his 
employment in Persia; he denies <that one of these is due, and 
being uncertain concerning the rest is directed to consult the 
Persian a.ccounts of the Company and then to give answer. A 
warrant to be procured from the Eart of Northumbelland's 
secretary to prevent men in the Company's ships being pressed' to 
ierve the King. (Ii pp.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, MARCH .1, 1640 (Cottrt Book, vol. 
xvii, p. ]49). 

Captain Jouldayne, commander of the Caesar, on his return 
from Bantam is to pay 10/. for repairing the dock where his ship 
wa'> trimmed, and 8/. 8s. 3d. for necessaries and material!. Ubt:J. 

Mr. Mosse to be given zos. for driwing and engrossing the charter
party of the Carsa y • George Farmer to receive his wages for the 
time he served in the Coaster and the Bkssl)lg, he giving security 
for repayment if necessary. (~p.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, MARCIl 10, 1640 (Ctmrt Book, vol. 
xvii, p. ISO). 

Cojah Pedl'osse [Khwaja Petros], an Armenian, is granted a 
passage in the Crisptan with his two chests of goods, he agreeing 
to pay 100 rials of eight to the President at Surat before delivery of 
the same. Mr. Smithwick produces a warrf'\nt from the Lords of 
the Council, rlated the 3rd instant, for return of his 900/. adventure 
in the present Stock which with all profits he gave for repair of 
St. Paul13 I, but which he desires returned on account of the great 

1 See the introductmn to the preVlous volume, p. ~XVl. The order will be found In 

the Pn vy Council Registers 
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iOSllH" .u < lJu $uitaMe4' lately;, '6rder' is' given aecorcunglY. 
SmithwicJc next p.r:~e8').tbat' he sbtIl pay.no ~ore brokd tha,tl 
he receives ,Interest. 1?ut, (or ,tb~ he'is 1-eferred'" to the General 
Court. He offerS 'to show lJow the Company has been cozened of 
5001. if he is all~d to see· the bJ)oks of accounts, but is ~old that 
if he ':m deliver a note ~f the supposed defrauders a~d the year 
when they did this, two Committees shall examine the accounts 
with hJm, but it is not held fit for him to ' ravel! ' in the books on 
this pretence. Albert Van Mantelowe sends by Mr. Methwold st. 
to be given to the p"or, in acknowledgemenf of the Company's 
favour in giving him his passage and freight free. The masters of 
the ships ordered to use all -diligence in dispatch of their vessels, 
and not to stay for the doth formerly ordered if it is not ready in 
time. Edward Ironside transfers to John Massingberd his adven
ture of 75ol. in the 'third Joint Stock with all profits, on which 
is divided 28Il. 5s., and 61. 3s. 4d. arrear upon late payments to be 
made .good in account. The Court orders that Signor Don 
Anthonio Fernandez shall pay for fleight of his musk brought 
home in the Mary at the rate of two per cent. Mr. Treasurer to 
pay for twelve loads of knee timber bought by Steevens, the 
shipwright. On her petition and the Lord Mayor's recommendation, 
51. from the poor-box is given to Hannah Pend red, only daughter 
of 'that reverend gent', the late William Perkyns of Cambridge 1, 
to supply her wantl>. Anne, wife of Thoma'> Leyning, a {actor in 
India, to be paid onl-third of her husband's wages. John Dunne's 
request that two months of his wages be paid to his father is 
granted. (2 pp.) 

A GENERAL COURT HELD AT MERCHANT TAYLORS' HALL, 

MARCH 12, 1640 (Court Book, vol. xvii, p. 15z). 

Lord Cottington informs the Court that, in accordance with the 
King's pleasure and direction, he has come to declare to the 
Company His Majt'ity's gracious favour and good intentions to 
encourag~ the adventurers in upholding this great and important 

1 This IS the celebrated divme of Ehzabeth'i reIgn. In Cooper's Atkemz Canlabrlg. 
(vol. iI, p. 336) It IS str:.ted that PerkinS's daughter Hannah mllnied '}bhn Brooke&, 
parson of Chesterfield J; and tl!! name gIven above must have been the resalt of a second 
marrIage of which nothlllg IS known. 
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trade to the Indies. That the generality may understand the cart 
of the Governor and Committee!>, His tordship relates how by 
petition and remonstrance they made known the great and 
apparent danger the trade was in by the many discouragements 
lately received at home and the wrongs and injuries done to it 
abroad, as well by the Dutch as by the depredations committed by 
Cobb and Ayres in the Red Sea, which with other complaints and 
grievances so disheartened the adventurers that unless ths: King 
would take the Company under his gracious protection, whereby 
satisfaction might be received from the DutE'h for past injuries and 
a reglement made for the future, with the removal of other dis
turbances now in agitation, the trade could not be continued, but 
must of necessity fall into the hands of the Dutch. The King, 
taking all this into consideration, and observirlg the great 
importance of the trade in respect of the p'tofit and advantage to 
himself in the illcrease of customs, the dishonour it will b-:: to 
himself and the nation if it is deserted by the Company anp. taken 
up by neighbouring nations, and the many inconvenit!nces this 
would entail, has graciously heard the said grievances and their 
remedies largely debated, and has approved of an ord&r in which 
he declares himself so far touching the particular complaints 
contained in the petition and remonstrance as will doubtless give 
satisfaction. This order Lord Cottington desires the Governor to 
read, a<;suring them that the King WIll make good all that is 
contained therein. His Lordship produces a gaper containing the 
four grievances expressed 10 the Company's remon!>trance, with 
the King's answer to each. ViZ.-I. The complaint against the 
Dutch, from whom for their violent and undue proceedings satis
faction is demanded: His Majesty's answer is that this business 
has long been and still is in treaty, Sir Wdliam Boswell and others 
being employed about it, and that it is now in a fail' way of 
accommodation, and will not be long befor~ it is brought tp an 
cnd. 2. For the damages received by the late depredations 

f 
committed by Cobb and Ayl'es and their associates in the Red 
Sea, His Majesty is ready to afford the Company what satisfaction 
lies in hi\ power, which is to allow the oifenaers to be proceeded 
against according to the laws of hiS kingdJm. 3. Concerning the 
exportation of East Indian commodities, the Company is to be 
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'allowed the same time and liberty it had before the Jate 
restraint, and the King has given direction accordingly to the Lord 
Treasurer. 4. Concerning the licences and patents which the 
King has granted for plantations at Mauritius, Madagascar, and 
other parts beyond the Cape (which His Majesty was assured 
were Tor the good of the Company), seeing these are much 
complained of and tend to discourage the adventurers, the King 
has re~olved not only to stop the ships intended for those parts 
and to call in their licences and patents and grant no more, but 
t{) leave the sole tratie to the Company, provided it will raise 
such a stock as shall enable it to maintain that charge and over
come the difficulties attendant on such undertakings. Further, 
Lord Cottington declare-; that it is the King's express pleasure 
and resolution to give Mr. Wtlliam Courteene liberty to send out 
this ship only, as it is for relief, not for continuance of trade, 
\V'hieh the Company is entreated to believe; also that, as Hi .. 
MajestJi has commanded the Earl of Southampton's ships to be 
"tayed and not to be released upon any condition, if the said 
Earl shall make any offer, not disadvantageous to the Company, 
he shall be listened to and favoured as far as possible, though 
nothing is to be enforced. For encouragement of those who 
intend to join in the new subscription, His Lordship declares that 
the King intends to renew tlle Company's charter, with such 
further privileges and immunities as shall be fitting and conduce 
to its advantage and welfare; thelcfore he suggests that the • Company should meet to consider the privileges rpquisite to be 
inserted in the new charter in addition to those formerly g,anted, 
and put the same in writing for conSideration. The King has also 
commanded Lord Cottington to commend to the Company the 
avoidance of all unnecessary expenses in the new stock, and that 
it should be husbanded to the best advantage for encouragement 
of the adventurers. L~stly, His Lordship concludes with a request 
from the King to the .,ffect that as the fortune and support of this 
trade is of so much conseyuence to His Majesty and the country, 
and cannot as things now stand admit of further delay, that 
the best means be used for the sUbscription of such. a stock 
as may accomplish wIla. is intended, and His Majesty informed 
from time to time what 'rubs' there are, that if aU intended by 


