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the new subscription cannot be effected he and the State may 
consider anew what other course to pursue. His Majesty being 
resolved that the trade shall not be lost, but supported and 
maintained one way or another. The order of the King and 
Lords already referred to is read and also the preamble. which 
according to the said order was first brought to the Ki~g and 
confirmed by him as it is entered before being divulged. This 
meeting having been deferred longer than was intended be<iause of 
Lord Cottington's indisposition, the time for subscription is now 
thought to be too short, and His Lordship advising that it be 
enlarged, this is left to .the consideration of the Governor and 
Committees. Hereupon the Governor, in order to invite and 
encourage the old as well as the .new adventurers to subscribe 
more largely and to bring in the moneys according to the 
conditions of the preamble, informs the C6urt, as he has already 
informed Lord Cottington, that there is one present who is able 
to give such an account of India and the Company'~ affairs 
there as has encouraged himself and many others to think much 
better of this trade, and will give great satisfaction to the 
generality. This person was an eye-witness of the great mortalily 
in India and a sufferer on account of the depredations committed 
by Cobb and Ayres in the Red Sea; but all these discouragement .. 
are now past, and 'the King has gtranted the Company his favour 
and protection, and promises to deny nothing that may encourage 
this trade; the condition of affairs, both in India and Persia, ofi 
account of the peace made with the Portug~ese, was never more 
hopeful, the King of Persia having not only made a contract but 
already delivered to the agent 340 bales of silk (which are now at 
Surat) towards satisfaction of the long outstanding debt looked 
upon as desperate. All this the Governor desires the Court to 
consider and, nothing being wanting but men's' good affections' 
and assistance, not to suffer the trade to lapse to the Dutch. For 
their further assurance he desires Mr. Methwold to speak. The 

(' 

latter, after excusing himself, he not having come prepared to 
address the Court, says that he has been employed twenty-five 
years by.the Company, the last seven as President at Surat, where 
on arriving he found everything in a miserable condition and 
strangely altered from when he was first in India, the people dead, 
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towns depopulated, and all things incredibly dear i but now all is 
different, for since the famine and pestilence ceased the people 
have come down from remote parts of the country and settled 
again in the towns, spinners, weavers, merchants, and artificers; 
so that manufactures are as plentiful and as cheap as formerly. 
The peace concluded with the Portuguese is of great consequence 
and advantage to the Company, for now the Portuguese ports are 
open ind free, and the charge of shipping is consequently greatly 
reduced. Then a]so there is the enlargement of trade with Synda, 
which place yields ineigo, calicoes, and many other commodities, 
and is of addItional value because tho Portuguese will not allow 
the Dutch to trade there. In these respects and many others 
Mr. Methwold alleges that the trade of India, &c., was never in 
a more hopeful condItion than now. (5! pp.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, MAkCH 17, 1640 (C{)"".t Book, 
vol. xvii, p. J 57) . 

• 
William Baily, late commander of the Mar)" accepted as security 

ror John Jefferies, purser in the Jonas. Captain Crane',> request 
for an account of the tapestry sent by his late brother, Sir Francis 
Crane, and sold in the Indies, and to have such as was not sold 
delivered to him, is referred until the said tapestry and account have 
Leen examined and reported 'on. Mr. Digges desires that the 
account of his late father, Sir Dudley Digges, may be cleared and 
discharged of the 3001. interest by red.son of the money borrowed of 
the Company when te went as Ambassador into Mur,covy; but the 
Committees appointed to examine this business reporting that they 
had found no order of the Court to discharge the said 3001., and so 
had left the account as it stood, Mr. Digges departs very dissatisfied. 
The Court understanding that James Cox, a prisoner in the Fleet, 
is very sick and in great want of money to defray his necessary 
expenses, Mr. Cappu; is directed to take him 301. on account of 
what shall hereaftet be due to him. The charges incurred by 
John Willoughby in following the court to obtain payment for the 
tapestry hangings sold for Sir Francis Crane are to be put to 
Sir Francis's account. A letter from Persia charging Richard 
Cooper with a debt oil 150 tomands is again read, when it is 
resolved to sue Cooper if he does not clear himself. Gregory 
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Clement accepted as security for Geor~e Byle, purser in the SUratl. 
Mr. Sherborne reports the answers he h.1S received from the Lord 
Chamberlain, the Marquess of Hamilton, and Lord Goring concerning 
their subscriptIOns to the intended New Joint Stock. (l~ pp.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, MARCIl 23, 1640 (CtJftrt. Book, 
vol. xvii, p. 159). 

The Court orders that the Jonas and the Swan proceed ,t once 
to the Downs with what money is ready, and start with t.he 
Crzspian because of the danger of pirates .• Jane Drake, mother 
and administratrix of John Drake, deceased in India, to be paid 
2201 The Mary to be brought into dock at Blackwall. Thomas 
Come and Samuel Samhrooke to endeavour to seize Captain Cobb 
at Birchington by virtue of a warrant from the Admiralty. John 
Letheheur transfers to Sir James Cambell T ,7ool adventure in the 
Third Joint Stock with all profits, whereon is divided 850!., for
merly transferred from Mrs. Margaret Kirbve's account. \flllwm 
Baily's account to be cleared. (i P) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, MARCIl 24, 1640 (Com·t Book 
vol. xvii, p. 160). 

This Court being pUl'poscly called to consult concerning the 
dispdtch of the enSptalt, after s0m.e dispute it is agreed that the 
sakI ship shall stay in the Downs for the Jonas and SWaTZ until 
Monday next, and Samuel Sambrooke is desired to repair thither 
with these orders. (! p.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, MARCH 26, 1640 (Court Book, 
vol. xvii, p. 160). 

Ordered that the Crispiatt shall not wait in the Downs, but shall 
proceed on her voyage at the first,fair wind. The wages of John 
Spiller in India to be increased lci. yearly. from last Lady Day, 
until they amount to lcol., and then to stop. (1- p.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, MARCH 30~ 1640 (Court Book, 
vol. xvii, p. 161). 

A new policy is ordered to be made for assurance of I oo,ooo!. , 
after the manner and time of the former }Ioolicy, and to be under
written in the same way. Mr. Smithwick tenders three wntten 



E~ST INDIA COMPANY 

propositions for composition with his creditors, and desires the 
Governor to accept one; he is referred to the General Court. The 
request of Sir John N L1l1s to transfer the bargain of flat indigo he 
lately bought of the Company to Sir Job Harby and Sir Nicholas 
Crispe is granted. A General Court of Sales appointed to be held 
Wednosday next come sennight, and a General Court on the Friday 
following. (! p.) 

A O::>URT OF COMMITTEES, APRIL 1,1640 (Cotert Book, vol. xvii, 
p. 162). 

Mr. Smithwick asks fDr a certificate to the Farmers of the 
Customs, testifying that he and his son are free brethren; this the 
Court consents to give, Lut refuses his request to celtify that 
the silk he intends to transport is part of that which came home 
in the Mary and the Swan. Seven thousand pipestaves offered for 
sale by Mr Marston to be bought, if fit, as reasonably as possible. 
N inete<in hogsheads of wet pepper swept from the hold of the 
Mar)" and what more is expected to be found there, to be sent to 
Mr. Blunt to be dried and sifted ready for use. Mr. Fotherby to 
distribute amongst the poor at Blackwall eight hogsheads of beef 
returned in the Mary. A note sent to the Court from James Cox 
by his cousin Mrs Cox and Mr. Bambridge, desinng to be paid 
30el or 4001., for his urgent occasions, out of the 1,6501. which he 
pretends is due to him from the Company, the rest to be retained 
until all differences shall be settled, reply is returned that it is his 
own fault the saId dttferences are not composed, dnd that till this is 
done by him the Court is determined not to pay any more than the 
301. lately sent to him. James Martyn buys 1,050 pieces of 
, cashees 'I, agreeing to pay for them at three six months. Mr. Sher
borne's account of moneys disbursed for the Company havmg been 
audited, ').61. 19s. 6d. spent ovet and above what he has received is 
ordered to be paid to him. Richard Swinglehurst is directed to 
pay 51. for two and a half years' rent owing for that part of the 

• Exchange cellar leased by Mr. Carleton to the Company at 40.\". 

per annum. (Ii IP.) 

A kind of fine calico or mu.hn. 
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A COURT OF COMMITTEES, APRIL 4.1640 (COttrt Book, vol. xvii, 
p. 163). 

The policy of assura.nce being agreed upon, the Court orders 
that none shall underwrite for more than g,oool., and that the names 
of aU underwriters must be presented beforehand. Mr. Criddock 
gives in an account of cloth bought for the Company, with the 
charges for dyeing and dressing, amounting to 3,3171. ISS., of which 
6171. ISS. being due to him, it is ordered to be paid. ?llamas 
Wilmer to receive 3/. 4S. Sd. of the wages qf Bernard B~agg, who 
went out and returned in the Mary, and is to go in the Jonas to 
the Indies; the nephew of the latter, Matthew Bragg, having 
a letter of attorney, is to be paid the remainder on promising to 
save Wilmer harmless for being bound for imprest of Bernard 
Bragg. (j p.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, APRIL 15, 1640 (Court B()(}k, 
vol. xvii, p. 164). • 

Captain Milward renewing his motion for remission of brakes 
and interest charged upon his adventure in this Third Joint Stock. 
he is referred to the General Court. Relation is made of the manner 
10 which Sir John PennlOgton accepts the Company's intended 
gratification for his assistance to th~ Mary, with which he has been 
acquainted by letter; Captam Roberts and Mr. Methwold are 
entreated to wait on Sir John, to present him with' 100 angelJs', 
and to tell him that had the Company been.in its former e~tate 
and condition its thankfulness would have been expressed in 
a larger and more ample manner. Mr. Smithwick complains that 
he was debarred from underwriting in the Ja'it policy and desires 
permission to do so in the new for 3,0001, offering as his security 
Sir Edward Wardour; he is told that Sir Edward, having already 
underwritten for 2,500/., six times more than his adventure, cannot 
be accepted as security; the latter being an able and worthy 
gentleman, the Court does not doubt that, olt being spoken to, he 
WIll be satisfied in this matter. It is put to the questiQt1 whether 
those adventurers having' protections' 1 shall be admitted to under-

1 'An ImmuDity gTanted by the Crown to a certain P6\1"son to be fret from SUits at law 
for a certam time and for some reasonable cause' (V\ hartoo's Law LexICon). 
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write in this policy, and whether those who do so underwrite shall 
be restricted to a certain sum; by erection of hands it is ordered 
that no man having a 'protection' shall underwrite, that none shall 
underwrite but with the permission of the Court, and then for not 
more than his subscription or according to the proportion of his 
stock, /lnd that none shall exceed 3,0001. Letters read from 
Mr. Steevens, master of the enspian, and question' raised as to 
whether, in the event of the said ship not being able to reach Surat 
with thl: easterly monsoon, she had better go first for Bantam, or 
for Masulipatam and tpen to Bantam; this is referred for future 
determination. Mr. Dyke desiring that his subscription of 3001., 
for which he underwrote in the last Joint Stock, may be cancelled 
and the brokes and interest thereon due remitted, he is referred to 
the decision of the General Court. Thomas Rich moves for abate
ment of price or allowance of time 'for pepper bought of the 
Company, and is granted an ob. l per lb. abatement, some of the 
said pepper not being garbled. (z pp.) , 

A GENERAL COURT OF SALES, APRIL 15, 1640 (Court Book, 
vol. xvii, p. 166). 

Sale of pepper, rice, indigo, calicoes, percallaes, and sallampores, 
with prices and names of purchasers. (Ii pp.) 

A GENRRAL COURT, APRIL 17, 1640 (Court Book, vol. xvii, 
p. 168). 

The Governor acq~ints the generality that, hy the last General 
Court which they have now heard read, they may obselve not only 
how diligently and carefully he, the Deputy, and the Committees 
have demonstrated to the King and Lords the present condition 
of the Company, and humbly asked for relief of its grievances, but 
abo the answer of His Majesty and the Lords, as expressed in the 
gracious order of the ~th of December last and by the relation 
of Lord Cottington, who came by the special direction of the King 
to confirm all the part):ulars contained in the said order and what
soever else may conduce to the benefit of the Company. The 
Governor had hoped that all would have willingly furthered the 
business now in agita.tion by free and ample subscriptions j whereas 

/I 

I Oboll1ll, i. e. a halfpenny. 
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he finds most of them backward and unwilling to help with thill' 
great work, as appears by the small sllbl>rriptions. This is to be 
, admired' [io e. wondered at], considering the King's gracious 
promises and favours, which he, th!! Governor, is confident will 
be performed when such a stock is underwritten for as .~hall pro
claim the resolution of the Company to proceed with thitJ trade. 
He desires them seriously to consider and not to be discouraged, 
especially as hopes of success have never been greater or fairer than 
now. It is fOlty years since this trade was begun by SIr John 
Spencer, Sir James Lancaster, Sir Willi,m Rumny,.IfIt"\lderman 
Holliday, and others, and it has ever since • stood upOJi its owne 
leggs', notwithstandmg many discouragements and losses sustained, 
the injuries and wrong>; done by the Dutch, and the expenses 
incurred by reason of the strength of the PortugaIs; yet. nothin~ 

I daunted, the Company has gone on with alacrity and cheerfulness. 
If this could be done when the trade was in Its infancy, how much 
better now when it is certain and prosperous. Not only ale the 
quarrels between the Company and the Dutch qUIeted, bl\t peace 
IS concluded with the PortugaIs, With whom tl'ere is free commerce. 
likewise the trade with 'Sinda' and other places before undis
covered is now open. Therefore it i<; the more to be wondered 
at that thE' generality are so discontented and indulge in causeless 
fears. Hereupon objection is raised to the preamble, which directs 
alteration in the government anrl a change of Governor every year, 
this causes discouragement, and is thought likely to be prejudicial 
to the Company. Others speak of the wrorrgs and injuries com
mitted by the Dutch, especially at Arnboyna, for which, in spite 
of promises made by the King and State, no satisfaction has been 
given. For these rea'>ons men Will not be persuaded to underwrite 
for a new stock. It is proposed that the preamble be printed and 
distributed in the pllnClpal towns, so that the subscription may 
be enlarged; also that a petition be presented to the House 
of Commons, complaining of the sufferings caused by the Dutch 
~nd of the depredatIons of Cobb and Ayre~ in the Red Sea, and 
imploring aId and direction for reparation and satisfaction It is 
rephed that the King has taken the business of Amboyna into his 
ow,n hands, and that this, with the settling of a reglement for trade, 
is in a fair way of accommodation: th:t the petitioning of the 



.~Gf Cot'll~ons,wa8 debated by 'the Court of Committees tIWi 
morning 1., when it was resolved that the Recorder's counsel should 
be taken and acted upon. As regards Cobb and Ayres, the 
Company must proceed against them by law. Mr. Governor 
expresses his hearty sorrow that, notwithstanding the reasons 
he and IIOme of the Committees have stated, and Mr. Methwold's 
declaration at the last general court, together with the ad vices 
received from the factors, the generality will not rely on the King's 
gracious· promises and underwrite for a subscription sufficient to 
prosecute ~ maintain ~e trade. He must report their resolution 
to His Majesty, who will take counsel again what further course 
to pursue, as he is resolved not to suffer the trade to be lost. The 
petitions of Captain Milward and John Dyke are read; and a motion 
made by Mr. Thoroughgood, a ('ounsellor, on behalf of James Cox. 
C~tain Milward's petition shows that he is indebted to the Com· 
pany 4,:uol., besides 7941. 9s. for brakes and 1,168/. 2S • .5d. for 
interest, and prays that the said brokes and interest may be reo 
mitted, he havmg failed and most of his creditors having agreed 
to accept lOS in the pound; the Court desiring to 5how him favour 
(he having been an OIdventurer since the Third Voyage, and a Com
mittee for many years) agrees to remit his brokes, but for the rest 
refers him with Mr. Dyke and Mr. Cox to the next General Court. 
A n order is read from the Court of Honour, under the hand of Lord 
Maltravars, enjoinmg Thomas SmithWick, Senior, to make his 
submission and ackno\\ ledgement of wrongs done to the Governor, 
Sir Henry Garway, Lord Mayor, to Aldermen AL..dy and Highlord, 
an4 to Mr Sherburne, upon which the said Smithwick' wit.h some 
Pductancyand lepymng , reads his said submission and acknowledge
ment. (3-1 Pt ) 

f"-
A COURT OF COMMITTEES, APRIL 22, 1640 (COUyt BoQ/l, 

vol. xvii, p. 17z). 

Thomas Smith\\>ick, Senior, transfers to John Langham, mer
chant, zool. adventure I!n the Third Joint Stock, fifty per cent. 
being divid~. Anthony Staughton transfers to Wilham Vincent 

1 Thll court IS !lot entered; probably Its proceedIngs were pnrposely left nnreported 
10 orner to presen'e aecre~y. The ilecorder was Thomas GudlDer, afterwards Sollutor· 
General. 

.. e .... n D 
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J871. lOS. adventure in the Third Joiftt ~":..J#I.·'''''I.6J. 
being divided, and charged with an arrear' (,{ ,ri '1fjJIt 'U.' A 
letter to be written to Mr. Robinson, the searcher .a~.,Gravesend, 
directing him to forward to the Custom-house' in 'LQudon the 
broadcloths which ~ lately stopped from being sent to Il\Pia 
as .private trade. Mr. Methwold is granted retpi.'il3iotl, (f( freight 
on his goods brought home as private trade in the Mary, 
in acknowledgement of the good service done by him to the Com-

• pany, more especially in securing the ,truce with the Portuguese. 
Papers to be delivered to Thomas Chauncl' to enable him to decide 
a lawsuit and to give a just account of his debt to the Company. 
Sir John Nulls, Sir Job Harby, Sir Nicholas Crispe, Abraham 
Chamberleyne, Senior, Abraham Chamberleyne, Junior, George 
Henly, Herryott Washborne, Henry and WIlliam Baynebrigge, 
John Brett and NIcholas Boulton accepted by the balloting-box 
as securities for indigo. Richard Brainthwaite and Augustine 
Skinner, executors to Sir Thomas Style, deceased, appear to ratify 
and confirm the transfer made to George Francklyn, merchant, 
of 3,1251. adventure and profits in the Third Joint Stock, upon 
which is divided in cloves 25 per cent., and reserved to be takM1 
out in silk 25 per cent., each of which amounts to 7SI!. 5s. TI,e 
father and administrator of the late Joseph Keeling demands the 
remainder of hiS son's estate in the Company's hands, amOllnting 
to 189/. ISS. 9d. i the Court orders this to be paid, upon Mr. Keeling 
entering into bond to make good anything that shall hereafter 
appear to be owing by his late son to th~ Company. Steevens 
reporting the great want of knee timber and that a palcel of thirty 
loads of very good Irish knee timber IS offered to the Company by 
Andrew Burrell at 3! ISS. or 4. the load, he is ordered to treat for 
it, and also to survey the Mary and report whether she is fit to be 
repaired, and the probable cost. Mr Cord well to be paid 751. for 
mending sixty barrels of defective powder at 3d. per lb. (31 pp.) 

A COURT OF' COMMITTEES, APRIL '2.4, 1640 (Court Book, 
vol. xvii, p. 175). 

Mary, widow and executrix of William Fall, is allowed 101. for 
he:- present relief; but, her late husballd being one' of the fac.tors 
complained of in Persia, further settlement with her is deferred lwtiJ 



, -II. 
f'rif~*i?" i( ~tiaed 'from' other factors returned from thenCe. 
The '~.ontf having receivfd petitions from William and l:Iemy 
JohnSon, Guy Bath, Robert Manly, and others complained of in the 
general ietters from Bantam and Persia, and the said petitioners 
deslring 'heip, pretc;nding they are wrongly accused, it is. resolved 
that ot4 day eaCh week snaIl be set apart f01" examination of an 
complaints brought against them and their answers to the same. 
Mr. Governor relates the opinion and answer given by the Recorder 

. when waited on by himself and certain Committees concerning the 
business of Cobb and Ayres, viz., whether to acquaint Parliament 
with their proceedings and desire relief. or to rely upon the ordinary 
course of law, as prescribed and allowed by the King. Mr. 
Recorder considers the Company is bound to do everything possible 
to right itself and punish the offenders, but at the same time wishes 
them to cGnsider how the King will take the application to ParHa
m~nt,. which will make his proceedmgs notorious, His Majesty 
having heard the Company several times concerning this matter 
and made an order for satisfaction therein; also that it should 
be remembered that Parliament has no power to punish or fine the 
offenders, but only to recommend this to the Upper House, or to 
the judge before whom the case is now depending. The Governor 
dec;ires the Court to debate and re<;olve on this business; but, 
owing to the absence of some who attended the Recorder, resolu
tion herein is deferred. Letters having been written to Messrs. 
Robinson and Ward and the uther searchers at Gravesend desiring • them to send up the broadcloths stayed from being shipped in the 
Crispialt as private trade, that the owners may be discovcre-d and 
the Company reap the benefit of His Majesty's letters patent 
granted in that behalf, Robinson and Ward appear and expostulate, 
pretending that having seized the cloths they have an interest 
in them, and therefore will not ddiver them up without a letter 
from the Lord Treasurer to save themselves harmless. The Court 
replies that the cloths 'fere first discovered and stayed by its ser
vants, in accordance with the tenor of the Company's charter, the 
searchers htving no power to seize them, the custom being paid and 
the cloths shipped at noonday from the Custom-house and an officer 
going with them to the ship. After some argument Robinson and 
Ward agree to deliver up the cloths on receipt of a warrant from ... 

D2. 
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the Lord Treasurer; whereupon Mr. Sherburne is requested 'to 
apply to His Lordship for a warrant for the Company to rece.ivc 
the cloths warrants having been granted in similar cases, notab!y 
in the di~pute between the Company and Warner and Jesso~l 
Alderman Gayl'e proposes that some course be thought of ... for 
disposal of the calicoes, as if they are not sold ~efore t~ re~ur:,n 
of the ship expected some time next month it may pc:pye very 
prejudicial; he suggests that either they be offered by 10ts,.or eacl1 
sort sold separately by the candle, or divided among thcf',aa' 
venturers; and that, their value not exceeding 50,0001., a po1i.cy 
for that amount be underwritten for the Company's security. The 
Court not approving of these proposals, the disposal of the calico~s 
is defcl rcd. A bill of 18l. for wages at Blackwall to be paid. Two 
guardians, James Woodward and - Croshaw, having brought up 
goods in a lighter from the ill ary and upon delivery a bale of silk 
was found missing, the Court resolves to stop their wages until the 
said silk is restored, and if this is not spcedlly done to take pro
ceedings against them. Mr. Bowen reports that the Company 
is likely to receive great damage from the defective goods returned 
in the Mary, and suggests that some of the Committees should see 
and treat with the Farmers for allowance on them. Mr. Markham, 
who is to deliver to Captain Crane a copy of the account concern
ing the hangings, desires to know whether to cast it lip at ,5.1. or 
6$. 8d. the rupee z; he is told to do so at the latter rate. The 
remainder of the mouldy pepper bought by George Clarke to be 
delivered to him, he having paid for all. t Two mooring cables 
to be delivered to Captain Hall to raise the Plezades, he paying 
for them according to Fotherby and Swanly's valuation. (4 pp.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, APRIL 29, 1640 (Collrl B(Jok, vol. 
xvii, p. 179). 

Many returnf'd factors being desirous their accounts should be 
cleared. they are told to attend on the ordinary court days. 
Mr. Manly, Will1~m and Henry Johnson, Cuy Bath, and Mrs. Gove 
l.Q attend next Wednesday. A question is raised cOJllcerning the 
entering of goods in the Custom-house, and the at:coun~ of the custom 

I See the Calmdar of Stalt Papers, E. b,d,es, 16!1o-34, pp. 113, &c. 
• ThiS enhanced ratc is meant to represcnt the value of a cash payment at Sural. 



Of the Mary's goods hot being finished, Mr. Bowen is desired to 
,wait on the Comptroller and desire that no stop be made on the 
eatry of goods to be shipped out. Upon the petition of Richard 
~wbury, executor to Edith, late widow of Abel Druce, the Court 
ortiers Druce's account to be cleared, and promises that, if any 
goods apPear he'rcafter belonging to him, account shall be given 
of them... Mr. Bowen is directed to make up the account of the 
tonnag~ of the goods brought home in the Mary. Fotherbyand 
Steetens are ordered to make a computation of the cost of repairing 
t4.F 'ships dispeeded lasteyear, and the former to pre!.cnt a list next 

, Wednesday of all stores and provisions in the yards at Blackwall 
a~d Deptford, at Sandwich, and in the Downs, that what is tit to 
be sold may be seen. John Dyamond is given 201. for services 
rendered at Surat in repairing ships and building boats. Mr. 
F~herby's request for increase of salary is denied, the Court think
ing his wages sufficient during the present state of the Company's 
affairs. At the request of Mr. Ashwell, leave is given to the owners 
of the Plctadcs to put her ordnance in the Stone Wharf yard, 
Mr. Ashwell promising that if anything borrowed from tilt: Company 
is broken or damaged it shall be made good. Mr. Swanly's bill 
for petty charges from May, 1639, to March, 1640, i:, ordered to 
be paid. The Governor moving for consideration as to what to 
advise His Majesty concerning the book of subscriptions, the sum 
subscribed not being as large as was expected, after debate the 
general opinion is that the trade will go on, however unwilling men 
are to subscribe, but- they will adventure more cheerfully if the 
merchants are left free to pursue their own resolutions Mr. Sher
burne is directed to walt on Lord Cottmgton and ask his opinion 
whether it will be better ' to attend the King before the last day 
of subscripcion or sooner' [Jic], as the time first limited for under
writing has passed and the second is approaching. (2 pp.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, MAY 6,1640 (Court Book, vol. xvii, 
p. 181). 

Upon M'r. Sherburne's relation of the answer of the Lord 
Treasurer, who seems unwilling to grant the desired warrant to 
the searchers at GraveseIl6i without hearing the allegations of both 
parties, the Court desires Mr. Sherburne to go again to His Lord-· 



ship anI! request him not to grant ?- warrant lor delivery of the said 
goods to the proprietors until thf" Company knows their names and 
consents to the same. Mr. Sherburne also relates that he took the 
book of subscriptions to Lord Cottington and acquainted him with 
the amount subscribed and the small hope of any further enlarge
ment, the day appointed for subscriptions from those in·or near 
London (the 25th April) having passed; that he requested His 
Lordship's opinion whether the Company should give t~e King 
an account of the subscriptions now, or wait until the 25th instant, 
the day appointed for the list to be closed • .adding that if he would 
like to speak with the Governor or Committees they would wait on 
him. Lord Cottington replied that it would be well to forbear 
telling the King until after the last day of subsC'ription, and that 
jf the Governor with two or three Committees would wait on him 
he would be ready to advise with them on this matter. Those who 
underwrote in the first policy of 100,OOO!. pressing for payment 
of their money subscribed a year and a month ago, the Trea&urer 
is directed to pay them their due. Mr. Bowen presents a note 
of defectlVe goods blought home in tlte Jlary, on which custom 
ought to be abated as formerly, whereupon Messrs. Ashwe!l, 
\VIIson, and Francklyn are de!>ired to treat with the Farmer!>, 
which they do and fepOl t that the Farmers are ready to gIVe the 
Company &atisfaction. The Governor, In order to vindicate himself 
from some unjust aspersions cast upon him for bemg unwlllmg 
to lessen the Cmupany's charge!>, desires the Court to appoint a time 
to contJldcr thi" bU'iiness, and to take a sui vey of all stores and 
provisions at Deptfold and Blackwall, that all things unnecessalY 
may be sold. Hereupon Mr. Fotherby presents a list of stores, &c., 
at the said places and of tho..ie at Deal, With their valuation, which 
being read and considered, SatUJday is set apalt to view those 
at BlackwaJl and Deptford; and it bemg ob!>erved that at Deal 
cables, anchors, stores, &c., are needed for supply of the outward 
and homeward-bound ships, the Court orders two cables to b~ sent 
there at once, and that provisIOns, &c., te supplie.d them from 
13lackwall. A court of sales to be held thIS day seoRlght, when, 
in order the better to sell the Company's caliC'Ues and ascertain the 
value of the several sorts, one lot of alIt-kinds is to be offered by 
the candle, with one lot of Coromandcl cloth. On the application 



EAst,. ItfC)t~ .":toMP ANY' 
• H • 

.. I . 

of Captain Ditchfeild. his Son Tbomas, who went out as attendant 
to Mr. Methwold and returned with him in the Mary, is granted 
remission of freight on sixty pieces of calicoes brought home by 
him as private trade, his wages are ordered to be paid, and his account 
cleared. Abraham Chamberleyne and his son accepted as securities 
for indigO', part of Sir John Nulls's parcel, and Thomas Warren, 
merchant-taylor, and Arthur Juxon for garbled Malabar pepper. 
Thom~ Warren, formerly servant to the late John Juxon, applies 
(or the freedom of the Company in respect of service; the Court, 
understanding that it is cnany years since he served his apprentice
ship, and that according to the Company's order he should have 
demanded his freedom withm a year, or (or every year since 
elapsed pay 5t., desirt:<; him to lay down so much money; but 
on his pleading ignorance of this order he is admitted on payment 
of .sl. to the poor-box. The application of Captain Hall and 
Mr. Steevens, the Company's shipwnght, on behalf of Mrs. Steevens, 
wife of Thomas Steevens, master of the CrtSPlall, for remission 
of freight on calicoes brought home by her husband in the Ma1,', 
is refused, the Court remembering that Stcevens had receIved 
favourfor private tJ ade when he was master in the Swatt, and al<;o 
his frustrated attempt to carry these calicoes away secretly. Richard 
Miller, mercer, transfers to Daniel Andrews, merchant, 512/. 5s. 
~dventure in the Third Joint Stock with all profits , upon which 
IS divided in silk twenty-five per cent. Thomas Wilks, executor 
to the late Thomas Harris, transfers to Stephen Bourman 170/. 1 CS. 

adventure in the Thin! Joint Stock with all lJrofits. (4 pp.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, MAY 8, 1640 (Collrt Book, vol. xvii, 
p. 1H.s). 

A resolution of the last court to sell one lot of calicoes by the 
candle is confirmerl, and bllls are ordered to be set up·for a Court 
of Sales to be held next Wednesday afternoon. Mr. Dowen re
porting that the account of goods 10 the Mary is at last cleared 
in the Custom-house,· and that the Farmers have shown great 
consideratien, also that· Sir A braham ' [Dawes] deSires ten pieces 
of the defec~i\"c calicoes for hinlself and Sir John Nulls, he IS 
directed to present the"l wIth 'ten book'> of callico '. Vincent 
Cranfield, executor to !llS late father. Sir Randall Cranfield, transfers 
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to John Massingberd 17!i. adventure in the Third Joint Stock, 
with all profits. Guy Bath is questioned concerning 4,000 tomands 
lent to the Dutch in Persia j he repile!l that he only knows of 1,000 

which he delivered to the Dutch Factory by order of Mr. Gibson. 
the Agent, the key of the door being fetched from Henry Chapman 
at noonday and everyone in the factory knowing of the transaction; 
of the rest he knows nothing. He requests that either the objec
tions against him may be given out and he allowed to returl1ewritten 
answers, or that the COlli t will devise interrogations which he will 
answer upon oath; the filst proposal is ad~pted and Bath ordered 
to give in his wntten amwers next 'Wednesday. At the request of 
William Swanly and Edward Steevens, their wage~ are ordered 
to be paid up to la~t Lady Day. Mr. Pryor, of the Assurance
house, to be given 251. for making out the last policy Mr. vVoodall 
petitions for his wages, which have been taken flom him since 
December, 1635, representing that he has cured above fifty people 
~ince then and written' a booke of chlrurgery for the good or the 
East India voyage '.1 He is given (je/ in s.lt!"fclction of all demands 
from December, J635. to next Mld"umriler, Upon the writcen 
request of Mr. Chauncy, Mr. Sambrooke IS duected to deliver 
him a waste book, his account With Philip Mead, an assignment of 
226/, 13S 4d from Alexander Rose, and hl~ desk contalnmg papers 
Thomas [Abraham?] Aldmgton, late a factor at Surat, petitions 
for restoration of 820 rial" taken from him by Mr Methwold. 
The latter, being III court, alleges that Aldmgton, when employed 
With Mr. Wild to Goa, added to the petty ~halge5 account many 
items not allowed, and that in Ills voyage to China certain coho 
l coffee] dishes wei e committed to his care, many of which he can
not account for; therefOl e the said money was taken from him 
and he referred to the Company at home. Abigall, Wife of John 
Price, is given 40S flOm the poor-box. Ninety pieces of calicoes 
ordered to be delivered to the widow of Edward Moore, smith 
III the :Jollas, who died in the Mary, on Jilayment of 2S fJd. per 
piece freight. Joan, wife of James Box, 'mercer, of Newnham, 
Gloucestershire, and mother of Thomas Box, who W'ent out in 
the CrzsjJzan, to receive two months' pay yearly of heL son's wages, 
according to his letter of attorney. (2! Pl,.) 

1 lIb SlIIgtOns 1IIa(e, first pllbh,bed ID 1617, but reissued wltb addillonb in 1639. 
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WARRANT FROM THE COMMISSIONERS FOR SALTPETRE AND 

GUNPOWDER TO WILLIAM BLYTHE, MAY 13, 1640 (Public Record 
Officc: Dom. Chas. I, vol. ccccliii, No. 35). 

There is in the hands of the East India Company a certain 
quantity of East Indian saltpetre, which we lequire rou to view 
and ce'rtify us both the quality and quantity thereof. (i p) 

N0lES UPON THE MEMORIAL OF TIlE STATES AMBASSADOR, 

MAY 19,1640, ON THE PROPOSAL TO THP..OW OPEN THE TRADE 

TO TilE EAST INDn . ..,.(Pub/tc R(cord Office: East hldies, voL iv B, 

No 75). 

Setting forth that by this means a way would be opened for the 
Kingof Spain to obtalO from England a great number of ships and 
marinel s and to entice merchants and othcrs with fair promic;cs 
.f large hire and wages, which ship,> and men would be used by 
His Spamsh Majesty and the Portugucbc to transport goods and 
merchandlc;e from place to place. This the frit'nds and allies of the 
Engl1sh, who by the King of Spain are treated as enemies when 
they are surprised and overtaken on that Side of the line, would 
not applOve of, as being contrary to the commoh practice that 
.lll who sail from one encmy'!> port to another are looked upon 
a3 enemies, and it might therefore be the cause of trouble. That 
the Kmg of Spam, having done this, might put in the ships so 
obtained Spam~h and Portuguese officers and employ them contrary 
to the will of the !Zing of l'..nglancl and of their owners, this in
tention having been manlfe~ted III 1639, whcn Hl~ SpaOlsh Majesty 
caused a great number of Englbh ships to be hired and no one was 
able to hinder him in this or in other unjust acts. I That the King's 
customs would also be very much diminished, the said ships bemg 
employed in the East Indies or in takmg from thence goods to 
Portugal, when no return would be made to the Kmg of England, 
which would not concern the merchants so long as they made their 
plofit by the ships', freight. It would also frustrate all hopes 
of the English in the East Indies, or on that side of the Cape, 
ever und~rtaking to discovet lltlknown places to trade to by them
selves and ·sv to enhance the reputation of their King and nation. 
That If .ill merchants .were al10wed to trade freely in the East 

I See G,rdlners HIS/or>" vol. 11, ch. 90. 
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I ndies, the price of goods would be raised so much by competition 
that the returns would be very l>mllll. Other inconveniences might 
be urged against this proposition; but the above are sufficient 
to show that, for the reputation and profit of His Majesty and 
the credit of the English nation, the East India trade should be 
confined to one particular company. (I p.) 

MEMORANDA CONCERNING AN OPEN AND FREE TRADE TO THE 

EAST INDIES, 1640 (FuMe Record Ojjice.. East Indies, vol~ iv B, 

No. 76). • 
Showing that if the King permits such a trade the following 

ill effects will ensue, viz.: transportation of English ships and 
~ailOls into the Spanish service and power, whereby contentions 
and hostilIties may arise between the English and other confederate 
nations. Damages and hazards to His Majesty's subjects by these 
lIIen and ships being forced into services contrary to the royal will. 
Diminution of customs by East Indian gCIOd3 being scatterec to 
foreign parts and not brought into HIS MaJe<;ty's dominions. An 
aversion in the EnglIsh to the discovery of unknown places which 
they might appropriate to HIS Majesty's and theIr own use; witil 
an uncel tain and excessive valuation of all East Indian commodities. 
These and other rea"on" again"t an open t\'ade seem especially 
to concern the Kin~ and his subjects, who by the many interruptions 
and injuries done them by the Dutch ale kept down in their 
negotiations and forced to relinquish that trade, wherem one year's 
omission IS about three years' lo~s in the grea't benefit which may 
be received from it. That It equally concerns the Dutch Ea!>t 
India Company and the States General to prevent such an open 
trade, as they will inevitably be involved in the said ill effects; and 
that it is their fault that the same are not prevented, for, ir they by 
public authority would compose the differences concerning Ea~t 
Indian affairs and estabhsh a new reglement between the two 
companies, it would stop the trade of patticular person" and then 
there would be no fear of sllch evlls. Praying'the King to consider 
how important it is that the differences between the English and 
Du\ch Companies should be settled and the trade into those parts 
speedily resolved into a new company; and that he should not , , 
betray these intentions to the States Ambassador, but let the Dutch 
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still suspect that because of the importunity of the Spanish Ambas
sador such an open trade will be granted, unless satiafaction is 
speedily rendered to the demands thought reasonable for a tinal 
settlement. (3 pp.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, MAY 22, 1640 (CulIr' Buok, vol. xvii, 
p. ISg). 

Captain Rainsborowallowed the use of one of the Company's 
docks at Blackwall to trim his ship, the Sampsull, on condition that 
he makes good any damage done. That the prescnt state of the 
said dock may be ascertained, Fotherby, Swanly, Steeven~, and 
Boatswain Ingram, taking with them such others as Captain Rains
borow shall name, are directed to view and write down all defects 
found there. Examination had of the several complaints sent 
"om India against William Jvhnson, late President at Bantam, 
and Henry] ohnson, a factor Both dre called mto court and the 
accusations read, in which William is accu~cd of having been 
a notorious drunkard, Henry of vicious and incontinent hving, and 
both of having conspired, at the death of Mr Coulson, to cheat the 
Company of a chest containing 3,3.58 rials of eight. HenlY bemg 
'toucht in conscience' revealed this last offence and returned hiS 

share, 1,000 rials, to the Company's cash, as appears by the attesta
tion of Thomas Keeling, which is read. Many other accusations 
to the scandal of religion and prejudice of thc Company are 
brought against these two men; but as all cannot be dealt with, 
and Henry confessiflg h1s errors and suLmittmg to censure, and 
there being still due to him after all deductions 196/., it ;s resolved 
that he shall be fined 100 marks (which at his importunity ;s 
reduced to 36/), which shall be deducted from the 1961. owing to 
h1m, and that the remainder shall be paid to him. (r ~ pp.) 

PIIlLIP BURLAMACHI TO SIR HENRY VANE, MAY 31, 1640 
(PuMc Record Office: East 11ldus, vol. iv B, No. 77). 

Heard yesterday at Court that Sir Henry is to meet Secretary 
Windebank and Boswell that morning to see if the treaty concerning 
the East Ipdia business is to be made here or at the Hague. h 
informed that, if there ~ the least delay in accepting the overture 
made, ~t may easily hinder the business, becallse of the absencu 



COURT }dIN UTES, ETC' I OF THE 

of the Prince and other considerations. Was bold enough to tell 
him that it would be best to let Bo:;well go as soon as possible and 
embrace the offer to begin the treaty; and then, the business being 
once started, the rest could be more castly managed ~ccording to 
appearances. Could not come himself, as he is expec:ing Lord 
Gonng this morning; but is anxious not to miss acquainting him 
with his opinion. Begs Vane not to disclose what he has told him. 
(Holograph. Frmch. -! p) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, JUNE 3, I 640.(Collrt Book, vol. xvii, 
p 190 ). 

A note is read from the Lord Mayor, acquainting the Court that, 
by direction of the Lord Treasurer and Lord Cottmgton, he is to 
call upon the Company for the impost of its ship Jl{ar)', namely 
4,851/. J6s 8~d, which IS to be pald to SIr Paul Pmdar upon 
account of a tally of 10,ocol for His Majesty's special c;ervlce. It 
is,however, remembered that 2,019/. 5.1". IS owmg for saltpetre sold 
to the King long ago, which should have been paId last October 
twelvemonth, but has since been charged upon the Lord Mayor; 
collections of imposltiom and a tally struck for the same payable 
at Mlchaelmas; this not bemg yet paid, It is resolved to send 
word by Mr Massingbcld that the Company expects the sum 
owing for saltpetre to be deducted from the Impost demanded for 
the Mary, and Will then pay the remaInder. The Court being 
reminded that anothel parcel of ~altpehe was lately delIvered to 
Mr. Cordwell l , accordIng to the Lord Trea&urtr and Lord Cottmg
ton's warrant of the 6t~ of October last, amountmg to Z,73zl. J zs. zd. 
at 4/. per hundred, with prorrnse of payment withm six months after 
delivery, which is not yet paid, Mr. Sherburne is dIrected to watt 
on Their Lordships and request an order for payment, with con
~ideration for the delay, and when thiS is obtamed, then to ask for 
a ltcence for the Company to transport a small parcel of saltpetre- , 
rf this i., denied, then to offer the same for the Kmg's service at 4/ . 

• per hundred, and to procure an order for payment of both pal'cel<; 
togtther. Consideration had of the answer to be returned to the 
King concerning the subsaiption, the time for whicp has now 

1 For particulars see the Ca/uuJ.,y if DomestiC State /tips, vol. cccclvl, no. +7, {rom 
whICh It appears that the amount WIIS really ~,73:/. Us 2d. 
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expired, and to whom to apply to first about it. Debate ensues as 
to the causes which dishearten the generality and prevent them 
from subscribing, which are thought to be the injuries done by the 
Dutch, for which, notwithstanding many promises, no satisfaction 
has been received: the new impositions on Indian goods 1: the 
depredations committed by Cobb and Ayres in the Red Sea: and 
the Company not being allowed to sell or transport the saltpetre 
brougpt from the Indies except to the King and at his price. It 
is resolved to apply to Lord Cottington and acquaint him with the 
endeavours made to advance the subscliption, and to name the 
above-mentioned cau<;es as being considered the grounds of the 
discouragement, the Governor and the Committees having done as 
much as in them lie" TO further the intended wOIk. HIs LordshIp's 
advice is to be asked as to what is to be done for the King's satis
f~.ction and for the "upport and continuance of the trade that It may 
not fall into the hands of the Dutch. Regardmg thIS the Company's 
lcpresentatives are not to propose a way, but to leave it to the 
King and State to detcrmme. To tIllS end the Govel11or, the 
Deputy, and certain Committees are entreatcd to wait with the 
Secretary upon His LOIdslllp thi:, afternoon at hi5 house m Broad 
Street. Next Saturday IS appointed for a visit of inspection to 
mackwall and Deptford, when such stores and provisions as are 
unservIceable shall be :,et a:'lde for salc. A dIspute ensues con
ceming sale of the ealteoes, now a dead commodity, neither linen
drapers nor others offenn~ Tl'"asonable pi Ices for them; it I" 
proposed to make ~ diVISIOn of them tu the adventurers, and for 
security of the Company, m case of any disaster or loss by sea, to 
issue a poltey of as"urancc to thClr value for the Company's 
mdemnity. After long argument, some approving of this course 
and others opposing it on the ground of the Company',> great debt, 
it is resolved to forbear dlsposmg of the calicoes untd the arrival of 
the ships shortly expected. A letter is read from Mr. Baily 
desiring remlS510n of freight on certain goods, which with his 
wages he pretends is ~n the estate he has gamed in five voyages in 
the Comjiany's employ. H .. alleges that in his last service he only 
received 51., per month, whereas his predecf"ssor had 15l., and yet he 
was entrusted with the conduct and charge of the Mary to India • 

1 See p. xx of the prevIOUS ,olu~. 
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and back (the first forty daye; excepted). It is remembered thlt 
Baily has already been allowed remission on goods brought home 
as private trade, and has received the usual gratification of rool. for 
bringing the Mar)1 into the Downs as her first port; also that 
information has been given of his conveying secretly out of his ship 
four bales of calicoes. The Court would not have 'conferred these 
favours upon Ballyhad all this been known in time, for his example 
may have been followed by others of the ship's company; .th"Cre
fore, though he denies the charge, yet he is deemed up-worthy of 
further favours and no resolutIOn is arrived at. (4 pp.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, JUNE 5, 1640 (Court Book, vol. xvii, 
p. 194)' 

Certain Commtttees are entreated to examine Captain Milward's 
account. The Governor acquaints the COUI t that he with some 
Committees waited last Wednesday evenmg on Lord Cottington 
<lnd told him of the result of the subscllptiO'l, there being but 
a small sum underwritten. His Lordship, after conference as to 
what might give encouragement for a competcnt subscriptiot,. 
desired the Company to put thclr opinions in writing before next 
Tucc;day, and he would acquamt the Kmg therewith. Mr. Deputy 
having collected the chief head~ , that might encourage men to sub
scnbe', these are read and Mr Mun entreated to formulate them; 
but he excuses himself, allegmg that he knows of no more to be 
~did than is already contained in the Company's remonstrances, 
and till these are complied with accordmg t~ the promise given 
by the King and State, none, or very few, will subscribe, the 
alteration of the government betng a main obstacle; also the want 
of lestitution from the Dutch. To this it is answered that the 
Dutch Company has given power to the States, and they to their 
AmbassadOi here, to make reparation for all damages, No con
clusion is arrived at by the COUI t. William Bally is granted 
remission of freight on goods. Mr. Clarke is allowed increased 
tare on certain bags of ~tlgar. Consideratio~ had of the disposal 
of the unsold calicoes. Some adVIse the delivery of J '/. lOS. in 
calicoes to the adventurers, bills of security to be taken for pay
ment at a certain time; while other~ advis~ that they be sold out
right two for one, rather than keep them to lessen the prescnt 
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iRterest and waste the stock, which if not prevented will occasion 
'a Muscovia reckoning'; conclusion herein is deferred. (21/p.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, JUNE 8, 1640 (Court Book, vol. xvii, 
P·196). 

Mr. Norris's man to be given 1.0/. in recognition of his pains and 
expedition in bnnging lettprs from Captain Mynors, notifying the 
ariTvaJ, near Falmouth of the iJisco71C1J' from India, the 40S. paid 
the man by Mr. Cramporne at Plymouth to be deducted, and 
a letter of thanks to be written to Mr. Norris. A Court of Sales is 
appomted to be held next Thursday afternoon, and bills are ordered 
to be set up in the Exchange to notify the sale of the Company's 
calicoes. Steevens i'i called upon to explain the extraordinary 
expense incuned lately in repairing the CnSpZall, the Jonak, and 
t,he Swan, which much exceeds the estimates given. Steevens 
declares his Willingness to repair or LuJld ships for the Company 
, by the great' , the Court approves of this, hut forbears to decide 
herein until satisfaction has been given concerning the estimates 
In regard of the good news received from the Indies and the 
necessity uf sendmg a good fleet there next spring. it is resolved 
that the lJIEary .,hall be substantially repaired, and Steevens is 
required to make an exact survey of her and to give a particular 
estimate of the cost. Remission of freight granted to FranCIS 
Laurence, who wrnt out m the Jonah, and to Robert Whitchurch, 
who went out in the Dlscovery, both returning in the Mary; also to 
John Head, 10 regareI of extraordmary service tn his return voyage 
in the Mary in sealchmg for the leak, and because he has served 
the Company twenty-five years, and lost all he had in the Charles. 

(3 PI) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, JUNE ]0, 1640 (Cottrt Book, 
vol. xvii, p. 199). 

Gregory Clement desiring remission of freight on fifty pieces 
of brown dutties brought home in the Mary, the Court, considering 
the inconvenience of pnvate trade, decrees that he must pay 2s. 6d. 
per piece on the said goods. Other small parcels of calicoes 
remaining at the Custom-house are ordeled to be delivered on .. 
payment of the usual frelgllt of 2S. 6d. 'the booke " except those sent 
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home by Francis Day to his brother, and those brought home by 
Mr. Taylor, late quartermaster in the IlfarJI. A letter read from 
William Pitt, dated November 12, 16.j;), from Rajahpore l

, to the 
Plesident and Council at SUlat, sta~mg that those f'fllployed by 
Mr. Courteene have arrived at Rajahporc with two ships, landed 
their goods, and settled a factory; which is contrary to their com
mission received from the King, in which they are forbidden to trade 
where the English Company have planted. By another lett<ir now 
read from Mr Coggan, &c , at Masuhpatam to Surat it appears that 
Mr. Wych's debt is still unpaid; that Francis Day 1S accused 
of being a great private trader and very familiar and COT'versant 
with the servants of M r Courteene; and that Thomas J oyee and 
Thomas Clarke have sold SIX bales of silk belonging to John Powell 
and the late Robert Littler, pretending they were indebted to them, 
whereas Powell and LIttler were Indebted to the Company, and 
order had Leen given to Joyce and Clark to sell the said silk for the 
Company's account towards satisfaction of the said debt. A letter 
read from the Lord Trea<;urer and Lord Cottington, dated the 
Ijth instant, directing that payment be made of the whole 4,8511. 
to the Lord Mayor for the use of Sir Paul l'yndar; the Court (not
withstanding a former resolutIon to stop 2,011}/ thereof in satis
faction of a debt due from the Kmg for saltpetre), considering there 
will be more impost due speedtly for the Dlsc01lcry's goous, orders 
the whole sum to be p3id, with a caution that the Lord Mayor 
shall allow tlte said debt and satisfy it out of the impost. 
Mr. Joanes demands ce1tam Persian stuffs 611ed 'melliks' that 
were sent as tokens to hiS wife from the late Agent Gibson, but 
detained because the Jatter was mdebted to the Company; it 1" 

1 e!>olved that J oanes shall have the stuffs on depositing their value 
in money. Mr. Becke presents the draft of an order for permission 
to transfer his adventure to Mr. J oas God<;call, who has bought it; 
but the Court, observing that the said order is not y<!t entered. 
defers answenng until it is made authentic. Captain Crane, by his 
SCI vant, demands that the tapestries returned' from the Indies may 

I RaJiipur, III Ratnaglfl Dlstnct, Bombay Pre,.dency The Jetter has not been traced, 
but it IS mentIOned III O. C I 7' ~ as havlIlg been sent home III orl/,'1nal frem Surat Some 
account of the settlement at RaJiipur IS given III th" SlIra,letter, which, however, speaks 
scornfully of the trade of the Dew-comers as ' more .petloua then apatlous'. 
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be delivered to him, conceiving that the proceeds of those already 
sold will defray all costs. The Court remembering that eight or 
ten years ago 900/. of the Company's cash was spent in recovering 
debts due for tapestries sold, and that this business was formerly 
referred to Messrs. Kerridge and Methwold, they are again desired 
to try to settle it with the Captain. Captain Ditchfield again 
moves for wages for his son's services at Surat j he is told that his 
son ha~ been educated at the Coml-'any's expense and lately given 
the freight of sixty pieces of calicoes as a gratification for his ser
vices; but there not being a full court, resolution herein is deferred. 
The Governor, the Deputy, Alderman Abdy, Messrs. Mun, Ashwell, 
and Sherburne are entreated to attend Mr. Secretary Vane at 
7 o'clock to-morrow morning, to confer about the Eal>t India trade. 

(3PP) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, JUNE 17, 1640 (Court Book, 
vol. xvii, p. 202). 

The Court orders that Mr. Wych's debt be registered, and 
he notified thereof and told that satic;faction is expected from him. 
Mr Blount is reprimanded for selling, on his own authority, twenty 
bags of pepper to the Deputy and fifty to Stephen Bourneman [szc J, 
the latter tendering as securities George Longe and John Hobson; 
the Court orders that none of the Company's servants or officers 
in charge of goons shall make any bargain or sale without leave 
from the Court or from the Committees of the Warehouse. 
Blount's offence is overlooked this time, the bargam confirmed, and 
the securities approved, and the Deputy promises to reLat .. for his 
pepper or to tender Mr Cradocke as security. The sale of six bags 
of cotton wool by Blount to Mr. Cornish is also confirmed. The 
thirty pepper bags, filled with trash and flags [i e. leaves], lying 
in the cellar at the Exchange are ordered to be sent to the garden 
at Crosby House to be examined by one or more Committees. 
Captain Ditchfie1d again requests payment of his son's wages 
at the rate of 201. pel annum; this is refused, but the 101. per 
annum paid him for five yeat:: is allowed. Mr De Beck presents 
an order from the Court of Requests concerning the difference 
between himself and the Lord Mayor, Sir Henry Garway, whereby 
the Company is enjoined to permit Mr. De Beck to tiansfer 

s.c iii 11 E 
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his adventure to Mr. Godscall; De Beck js told that the Court 
is engaged on business of great importance, which has to be re
ported to the King, therefore re-rollAtion on his affairs must be 
deferred. The Court is inclined to grant the request of Mr. Jones 
to receive the tokens sent to his wife and sister by the late Agent 
Gibson, but understanding that there are similar tokens sent 
by others (who will expect a like favour), it is resolved that 
none shall be delivered, but all sold by the canqle, and if not bought 
then to be detained in part payment of the great debt Gibso~ owed 
the Company. John Holloway offers himself and his nephew, 
William Tulley, as securities for fifty bags of pepper, but is refused 
by ballot. The Governor relates the discourse which he, the 
Deputy, and some Committees had the other day with Mr. Secretary 
Vane, according to whose advice a draft was made of the Company's 
aggrievances and discouragements, with which Mr. Secretary 
promised to acquaint the King and to join with Lord Cottmgton 
and do all good offices for the Company's encouragement and 
support of its trade. This draft is read, and approved, and the 
Secretary required to have two fair copies made, one for Mr. Se<"re
tary Vane, the other for Lord Cottington. A general cOurt 
is appointed to be held next Friday week, as the generality will 
expect to be told of affairs abroad and of the good news brought 
by the Dzscovery; also a general court of ejection is to be summoned 
for the 3rd of July. Forty pieces of calicoes to be delivered to 
Sarah Taylor, whose husband brought them home in the Mary, 
on payment of 2s. per piece freight. (3~ PP.1 

MEMORIAL OF THE EAST INDIA COMPANY DELIVERED TO 

THE LORDS, 1640 (Publtc Record Office: East Indus, vol. iv B, 

No. 79) 1 

Reciting that the Company formerly presented to the King 
sundry aggrievances which discouraged the continuance of its trade, 
when His Majesty was graciously pleased by an Order in Council, 
dated the loth of December, 1639, to express his good intentions 
for the furtherance and support of 'soe great a business', and 
o.-dered the same to be set forth in a preamble made to a book for 
subscription of a new Joint Stock, in which not only His Maje.!.>ty's 

1 A duplicate forms No. 79 I of the ~me volume. 
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subjects were permitted to adventure but foreigners of all nations. 
That the adventurers were further er. couraged by being told 
at several public meetings of the Company of the great amendment 
of its trade in India, and also of the advantages ensuing from the 
peace made with the Portuguese, by which the cost of shipping 
is much reduced, fewer vessels being needed for defence. N ot
withstanding all this, only the inconsiderable sum of 22,500/. has 
been s1.l.bscribed for this great design; of which, according to the 
King's directions, notice is hereby given, that His Majesty and the 
State may think of some other way to effect what is desired, and 
so prevent the trade from falling into the hands of the Dutch 
to the dishonour of the King and nation. The memorialists con
ceive it their duty to state what in their opinions has hindered the 
subscriptions. First, that in so many years no restitution has been 
ohtained from the Dutch for the great losses and wrongs caused 
by them; that no trade can be carried on in the East Indies with 
safety, for fear of further abuses, unless some such restitution is 
received, or a new treaty or reglement made with the said nation, 
they having become so powerrul both by sea and land that 
it is feared they will shortly drive out the Portuguese and become 
sole masters of their country and trade, having already taken many 
place., from them and even attempted to take Goa, the principal 
city and the residency of the Viceroy. r n the event of such a treaty 
being made, restitution must be had from the Dutch in Europe, 
as the English are far too weak to de~l with them in the Indies. 
That for some years \he Company has, with the encouragement 
of the State, brought good store of saltpetre into the kingdom, but 
instead of being permitted to sell the same to the best advantage, 
it has had to be kept until the KIng was pleased to buy it at an 
undervalue, the payment also being long deferred. That the Com
pany cannot prosecute its trade on equal terms with the Dutch, 
because of the late impositions laid upon its East Indian commodities. 
That since the preamble was drawn up, in which it was promised 
that Mr. Courteene should send out no more ships to the East 
Indies, he has dispatched Olle' and is preparing another, which 
it is reported will sh()rtly go into those parts, and this is thought 
to be true because Mr. ~ourteene's ShIp, the Wzllzam, that went 
out last March twelvemonth, has settled a factory at Rajahpore 

E2 
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(where the Company has a factory) contrary to its commission and 
His Majesty's express command b"/ his royal letter. It is also well 
I,nown that Captain Weddall boasted he 'had power to make 
a voyage jf his trade would not atloard it him'; and it is feared 
by many that these ships may have the same authority, which will 
endanger not only the lives of the Company's factors, but also thelf 
whole estates. Some exception is also taken to the directions 
given in the preamble for alteration of the government;, which 
it is thought ought to be left, as formerly, to thos(' chosen at 
a general court of election once a year by the adventurers. 
(2 pp.) 

A DECLARATION OF THE GRIEVANCES OF THE EAST INDIA 

COMPANY [JUNE, 1640] (Home Mzscellmleous, vol. xxxix, f. 153). 

Being' expelled by the Dutch from the islands, [01 ts, and block-
110uses built for security of the Company's factors upon the island of 
Polaroone (which island is subject to King Ch ... rles by the voluf'tary 
submis.,ion of the natives), in contempt of the twenty-third article of 
the treaty made in 1619 and after publicatIon of the said treaty; also 
the cuttmg down and spoilmg of the ~pice trees tIl ere by the Dut<.h, 
who refuse to lestOle the if>land without an order from the King (.Ii 
England and the States of Holland. The VIolent taking of the. 
island of LantOle flOm the Company's factors by the Dutch, who 
used m::Lny barbarous cruelties, in contempt of the said twenty-third 
article, the island having been given to the factors by the natives in 
the name of the King of England. The' Dutch expellmg the 
English from the trade in the Islands of Molucco, Banda, and 
Amboyna, and hon ibly murdering their agents and factors there. 
Their usurpatIOn of sovereignty over the Engltsh factors at J akatra 
[Batavia], contrary to the thirtieth article of the treaty mentioned 
above, by whIch means they were forced to settle upon an island 
called PoJagande [Pula Lagundy], which proved so unhealthy that 
within a short time 120 lost theIr lIves, to the great charge and 
detriment of the Company; and the unjust and merciless whipping 
or the Company's servants in the public market-place there. The 
e"action by the Dutch at Jakatra of impositions, customs, tolls, 
excises, &c., in negotiations WIth the ~ngli"h, and their forcible 
extraction from the warehouses 10 J akatra of 7,~4z rials of eight to 
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pay John Maria Moretti, an Italian. Their malicious firing of the 
English factors' dwelling-house, stores, warehouses, and provisions 
in J akatra, to the value of 200,000 rials of eight. Their blocking 
B~ntam for six years, to the exceeding damage of the English; and 
hindering the latter from recovering their debts in Jam bi, and so 
enhancing the price of pepper there that double value had to be 
paid for it. Their protection of the Great Mogul's shipping and 
subjec~ after they had wrongfully taken from the English factors 
money and goods to the value of 102,952 rials of eight.l Their 
refusing to pay the English half-customs upon their wares landed ;n 
Persia, and practising with the king to dispossess them of the profits 
of the same to the value of 80,000 rials of eight, and their desperate 
attempt to murder the chief English factors there. Their ontrages 
committed in the Red Sea upon the subjects of the Great Turk 
urltler English colours, whereby the English Ambassador at 
Constantmople was much troubled. The trading of Sir William 
Courteene in his lifetime, and since his death of his son and 
Mr. Porter, contrary to the privlleges granted to the East India 
Company by its patent, whereby it has been and is much dis
cOUl'aged, the captains, agents, and factors of the "aid Porter and 
Courteene having. contrary to His Majesty's command, carried 
their ships into Masuhpatam and there committed many outrages, 
cnterf'd the river in a hostile manner, discharged ordnance into 
the town, killed one native, maimed others, and then fled aboard 
their ships, for which abuses the Engli5h agent was imprisoned 
over fifty days, and l1is countrymen threatenetl with loss of the 
privileges which they had acquired at so great a co!.t. The 
settling of a factory by the captains, agents, and factors of Porter 
and Courteene at Rajahpore, within seventy leagues of Surat, 
where the English have usually sent the greater part oi their com
modities from Europe for sale, notwithstandmg H 1<; Majesty's 
pleasure formerly and at that instant signified to them by the 
Company's agent., there; and their building a house there for lesi
dence. The sending yearly by the said Porter and Courteene of 
divers ships into the East Indies, and their now preparing three 
more, notwith~tandmg two several orders made at the council board 

1 Cf the prevIOUS volume, p 3<t3 For the inCIdent Itself see Tht Eng/15k Fadortt:s '" 
Ind,a, 1624-9, pp. 6, &c. 
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during His Majesty's presence. The great impost laid upon goods 
imported from the East Indies, more especially upon pepper and 
cloves, the Company's principal commodities, the subsidy and 
impost being raised three times more than formerly; v..hereby the 
Company is not able to go to market with neighbouring princes, in 
regard they pay little or nothing, and so daily undersell the Com
pany. (2. pp. Numerous names and dates are given in the margitJ 
ill attestati011 of these statemmts.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, JUNE J9, 1640 (Court Book, vol. 
xvii, p. 206). 

The Dzscovery is to break bulk ncxt Monday; and meanwhile her 
master is directed to hasten out her ordnance and lumber, and to 
look carefully to the sending up of private trade. Mr. Munns is 
entreated to take first turn on Monday. Mr. Deputy and Mr. 
Wilson are de<;ired to attend the Lord Privy Seal and Lord Dorset 
about Mr. Cox's reference. Mr. Sherburne to be given lOt., for 
which he is to account. Mr. Daniel Harvey's difference with the 
Company is referred to the next court. Mrs. Slade to have 160 pieces 
of calicoes delivered her on paymg for fifty. Henry Johnson's desk, 
left in John Spiller's custody, to be given him. One month to b,~ 
deducted from thc pay of those who left the Dzscovery at Plymouth, 
or before her anival at Erith. (! p) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, JUNE 26, 1640 (COU1't Book, vol. 
xvii, p. 207). 

Payment ordered to Mr. Methwold of the 45ot. due to the Conde 
de Lynharres. The general letters are considered, and the Court 
directs that only those parts indicated by a private mark in the 
margin shall be 1 ead to the generality. The Governor remarks that 
in the said lettcls two particulars are worthy of consideration as 
tending- much to the profit of the Company; the desire that a 
double provision of coral (which yields more advantage than all 
other commodities) be sent, and also 300 cloths. Now being the 
tLnc for provi5ion of both, he desires the C()urt to consider and 
re!.olve on this matter. Some are of opiniol! that by the preamble 
the Company is restrained from sending out more stock, and so 
refuse to engage themselves further, but wish the estate to be drawn 
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home, the debts paid, and what remains divided j while' others think 
that, as the sUbscription is not full, the preamble is void and the 
Company at liberty to do as it pleases. No commodity affording 
so much profit as coral, many of the Committees offer to take it off 
the Company's hands on arrival, and transport it to India on their 
own adventure. After long dispute it is resolved by erection of 
hands to give order for 6,000/. worth of coral to be bought; and 
certain Committees are entreated to write in the Company's name 
to Mr. Job Throgmorton to provide this amount, and not to employ 
(as formerly) the Guidanees 1. To prevent any hindrance in buying 
the coral, strict secrecy is enjoined, and it is resolved that if any of 
the Company buy or bring over any coral, hoping to transport it 
privately, they shall be prevented and none of it shall be bought from 
them on any terms. Resolution with regard to the 300 cloths is 
deferred. A question arising what tare ought to be allowed for cotton 
yam lately bought by Mr. Langham, and it being alleged that the 
customary allowance has been 33 lb. on a bag, trial is ordered to be 
made of ten or twenty bags, and as the medium shall fall out so 
allowance shall be made. Mr. De Beck presses for performance of 
the decree lately made in the Court of Requests for the transfer of 
his adventure in the Third Joint Stock to Mr. Godscall; he is 
entreated to wait till this day sennight for an answer, the Court 
being very busy because of the General Court to be held in the after
noon. Mr. Sambrooke reads the balance of the Company's estate, 
and is directed to have it in readiness, so that if the generality 
desire it may be rea<ffor their satisfaction. (3 pp.) 

A GENERAL COURT, JUNE 26, 1640 (Court Book, vol. xvii, 
p. ~ 10). 

Mr. Governor acquaints the generality that they are assembled 
to express, according to custom, their thankfulness to God for send
ing the Dtscovcry home in safety from Surat with a plentiful return 
of goods, and the advice that three ships from the southwards and 
one from the northwards may be expected shortly. Bya letter now 
received it appears that affair .. in India have never been in a more 
hopeful condition, both in respect of the price and plenty of all sorts 

J The well-known Flore'ltme /Dmlly of the name of GuadagnJ. Their beautiful palazzo, 
.IIear ~aDto SPlIlto, IS still CDe of the Sigh ts of the city 
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of c()mmodi~es, .and Cl-; *ter~ o:(,thtf( -prindpaJ.s anP factors at 
Surat, Persia, 8a,ntam,..al1!.i ~ .~-e~st 0( CQle,maDdel, aU which 
factories are ~e9uc.ed t~ . such ~ 'elder that e5lpense8.are"much 
lessened, factors of ill-repute Rave been removoQ., and only those 
who are able 21\Q honest'left in prt¢es 'oL trust; by which means it 
is hoped that th€! Company's aff'aifi -will in future be managefl to 
greater profit and advantage than formerly. Notwithstanding- these 
blessings, the peace with the PortugaIs, with the benefits derived 
frdm free commerce with them, admittance to their ports, and the 
profit of freight in transporting their goods from port to port, Mr. 
Governor observes that the generality are stIll disheartened, as is 
apparent by their poor attendance at this meeting; therefore, to 
assure them of the truth of what has been stated, it has been decided 
to read the general letters, or, as they are long and would toke up 
too much tIme, ~uch portIOns of them as relate more nearly to the 
Company's affairs and the passage of Mon3icur Regament, the 
Frenchman brought hither by Captain Mynors.l This is done and 

1 Th,s unwllhng guest was no doubt the GIlle. Reumont who mad~ several voyaGes 
from Dlcppe to the l .. a"t from 1633 onwards. He wag one of the leadlllg figme<; m tI,e 
Compagme d'OYlm!, establrshed In r642 for the coioDlzatlOn of Marlag::tscar, and hlmse:f 
commandc<l an expechtlon to that Island m 1643 (Weber's Compagnu Franrazse des End". 
pp. 72, 77) The ClrcumstanLes of hI> Se!Lure are desenbed In a letter from Snrat to the 
Company (0 C. 1725), WhiCh, after mentlOmng the depalture of the D,;cow,,, [lUlU 

MOLha on August 19. x639, and her amval at !:>wally on September 2 I, goes on to say 
'In hl'r ntllTnt, not long after she was cleare of the Bab, they encountred Ea"dyackt, 
a shIp of Dlepe comanded by one Reg-amont, the same that three yeares Since pIllaged 
Ihe several! vcs<clls of DIO; who belllg mVlted on board readIly consented and was thenre 
<leteyned pn"oner, whom hiS consorts would wlllmgly hav~ resLlled, who, finding their 
.Inp much mmbler then YOllS both for salle and steerage, presumed to come neare enough 
to discharge divers great s1lOtt agamst the Dzscovery WIthout dOing the least harmc 
Wbat hurt those the Dzscov,ry repaHl her waball dId, IS nnknowne, yet Judged Impor· 
tnllt beLause she so abruptly left them. It then appeared that they had not robbed any 
vC5'ell, and that conceptIOn Is smce confirmed not only by Regamont, who was brought 
hIther on the DlIcoveyy, but also by the several! iafe arrlvalls of as many ve\sells as 
belonged to thiS and Cambalett port. .• H,s ship was of hurthen about 300 tonns, had 
18 gun~, and tayled excellently well, which hest steaded her, otherwl<;C sbe had also 
accompallled the Dzsc(JV~ry hither, as her comandt'r doth the Dss,ovuy' to l'.ngland, 
wheare Mr Mmors IS directed (If God spares him life) safely to deliver him unto you, and 
1'1 the voyage to contlnne unto 111m sllch curteou. usage as wee have hItherto affoarded hIm' 

1 he kl\lnappmg of a !,'reneh captain on mere SUSpiCIOn of puaey was an outrage for 
",\m.h one would have expected the Company to make Immediate atouement and apologies; 
but lnstt'ad of thiS they entered an actIOn agaln~t Rc!zlmont In the Admiralty Court for 
50,0001 After much delay, however, they consented to withdraw the charge, and the 
unfortunate captain was released In June, 1641. 



,. 
great satisf.\tti9n give* tt. ~ialh,. i t.tt ~ $ite of aU iodllce
ments and persuafloo ai~ th& 60~~rhor -end 'Others they are not 
wiUi~ to' subscribe I-6r A n~' '$ICiOck, ~tlt Jlpg.e th~t the '0.14 "be 
speedIly drawn hCfflle; then. /tiId not before, they will think ~bout 
a new subscription. Cllptlin.)R'watd renel~i hIg suit for remission 
of brokes and interest charged "p()n his I\dven'tu're in the Third Joint 
Stock. The Court; in regard of the great loc;ses be has sustained, 
agrees.that his broke shall be reduced frnm 18/. to BI. per cen •. and 
his interest remitted from the time of his failing. Consideration 
had of the petition of John Dike, merchant, that his subscription of 
3001. upon the Third Joint Stock be annulled and the brokes due on 
it remitted, and that he may receive the dividend upon his adven
ture of 2751. in the SeLUl1d Joint Stock, it is resolved to grant his 
requests, but he is not to receive his divisions on the Second Joint 
Stock until the other adventurers have been paid according to that 
proportion. Mr. Governor moves the necessity imposed upon the 
Company by ad vices received from India of making speedy pro
vision of two commodities for dispatch in the ships, which will cost 
at least 12,0001 , by erection of hands it is resolved that lZ,oool be 
spent for this purpose. Letter read from Thomas Smethwicke, 
Senior, from' the Poultrey Compter ',I he being imprisoned upon an 
execution from the As"urance Office for 351., desiring that to effect 
his H.-lease 100! of his stock be sold by the candle, and that the 
Company, or anyone of them, would send 401. in gold by the bearer 
to dIscharge the debt.~ Mr. Smethwlcke's demand to have a copy 
of the invoices of the tompany's particular ships, th<lt he may know 
the rates and pnce paId for goods in India' the first pt:nny', is 
refused by a general erection of hands. (J! PP ) 

The alleg.tton that Rhlmont had plundered some DIU Junks three years before seem, 
to connect 111m with the exploIts of the S I LolS. referred to on p 260 of the prevlOu. 
volume As Mr }<"'guson has pomted Ollt, there IS an mtereslmg mentIon of thIS ves..,1 
m the BataVIa DlIgh.}.'eglsfer for 1636, whore It IS stated that she Intended to pJ~nder the 
Moonsh shIps. Ou tbe other hand , n letter from Pans, among the Domest" State Papers 
(vol cccc\xxx, no. 58). decbtcs that the captures attributed to I{ezlmont were rcally 
made by the EnglISh themselves--.. Jludmg, apparently, to the ptra~les of the Rotbud: 
10 1635 

lOne of the p'1~ons under tbe control of the Shenffs "f London. It stood on the north 
BIde of the Poultry, on the ·,Ite of the present Chapel Place, and was pulled down In 1817 
A vIew of It IS gIven 10 Old and New Lom/Q", vol I, p. -4l I 

a The dectsloll IS not reco«led;. so probably the reqnest was negntlved. 
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PETITION FROM THOMAS SMETHWICKE TO THE KING [ABOUT 

JUNE, I640J (Public Record Office: East Indies, vol. iv B, No. 78). 

Setting forth that the East India trade may soon be put in a 
flourishing condition for ample prosecution, to the great increase of 
His Majesty's customs, the honour of the nation, and content and 
profit of the adventurers, besides an annual profit of at least 40,0001. 

to the King without damage to anyone or disbursement of the royal 
treasure; and praying that this may be referred to the Lord Treasurer 
and Lord Cottington to consider how it may best be effected, and 
that they may certify their opinions to the King or to the Lords 
Commissioners for Trade that order may be given accordingly. 
(if·) 

A COURr OF COMMITTEES, JULY I, 1640 (Court Book, vol. xvii, 
p. 214). 

Upon information given in a note from Sir Nicholas Crispt' thal 
there was landed from the Dzscovery at or near Plymouth (with 
the permission of her officers) 3,000 [lb.] weight of indigo, which has 
since been sent to Bristol and other parts, Captain Mynors, John 
Smith, purser, ,his mate John Perkins, Boatswain Went, his mate 
John Young, and James Johnson are questioned. They protest 
their innocence and disbelief in the truth of the information, but 
the Court, thinking fit to examine further into this, orders that 
the wages of the said officers be stopped and only the common 
men discharged. Mr. Sherburne reports th~t in accordance with 
the command of Mr. Secretary Vane he, accompanied by Messrs. 
Wild, Methwold, and Markham, went to Mr. Secretary's house in 
Whitehall last Sunday about the business of Captam Crane, who 
was also present; after hearing the matter Mr. Secretary advised 
that the two suits of hangings lately returned from India should 
be delivered to the CaptaID, and that the dispute as to the af'C0unts 
should be settled by arbitration. This Mr. Secretary thought 
would be a better way than appealing to the Council Board or 
tt) a committee of the Lords; he also intimated the King's good 
affection to the Captain and His Majesty's interest in this busmess. 
At the request of Thomas Smethwicke, S.enior, zool. of his adven
ture is put up for sale by the candle. The first 1001. is set up at 
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the rate of 90/. and bought by John Holloway at 91/.; the other 
100/. is valued at 951. and bought by Mr. Holloway at 951. lOS., 

there being Tool. fully divided and taken out. Daniel Harvey's 
dispute with the Company concerning want of weight in silk is 
referred for settlement to certain Committees. Richard Swingle
hurst is given 301. for supplying Thomas Chauncy's place at the 
Exchange cellar for six months; resolution as to the increase of 
his salary is deferred. (2/p.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, JULY 3,1640 (Court Book, vol. xvii, 
p.216). 

A letter is read trom Mr. Chauncy, acknowledging himself to 
be indebted z80/. and desiring that this sum may be charged to 
his account, so that the Company may receive satisfaction by his 
adventure; for payment of this 28cl. he- binds himself under his 
hand and seal attested by his wife in the sum of 5001., which he 
offers to forfeit if anything further is proved against him. 
Mr. Acton moves on behalf of the Lord Mayor the deferring of 
the transfer of Mr. De Beck's adventure to Mr. God!>call, because 
of a discovery lately made; the Court agrees to this, and on 
Mr. Godscall demanding performance of the decree made in the 
Court of Requests, he is told that the Lord Mayor, on account 
of his great business for the King, ha~ had no time to take care 
of his own cause, and so the transfer must be put off for a time; 
but if he and Mr. De Beck will stcurp the Company from being 
troubled further by the Lord Mayor about this affair, the Court 
will reconsider it. It is resolved to settle Captain Crane's bllsiness 
this day sennight; in the meantime he is to name two arbitrators 
and the Company two, and an umpire is to be chosen; on this 
being done, and bond!> entered into on both sides, the hangings 
shall be dehvercd. George Gosnell, late purser 10 the jonas, is 
questioned concerning a bale of baftas missmg from the said ship; 
he protests his innocence, but submIts himself to the favour of 
the Court; whereupon hI'! is fined twenty marks as an example. 
The Court orders that in fut'lre the boatswain of every ship shall 
keep account with the purser of all goods that come in and go out 
of the ship, giving a note of the same to the purser, and at the 
return of the ship shall deliver a fair book hereof to the Company; 
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this Mr. Bowen is to insert in the sea commission. At the adding 
up of Captain Millward's account, accorrling to the order of the 
last General Court, I "B3!' appeared due to make up his division 
to 50 per cent. in silk j this he now desires to receiv·e in ready 
money, but is denied and a warrant is ordered to be given him 
to receive it in silk. John Spiller's bills, one of 8/ 4S. 4d. for 
discharging the Dzscovcry, the other of 6/. 9S. 6d. for dinners at 
Blackwall, to be paid. Mr. Sherburne is given one hundred 410bles 
for extraordmary services. (z-l pp.) 

A GENERAL COURT OF ELECTION, JULY 1, 1640 (Cullr! Book, 
vol. xVIi, p. 219). 

Motion is made by Mr Smithwicke as to the necessity of electing 
a Deputy, on pretence that the Company's charter does not 
warrant it. 1 At his desire, that part of the charter is read; when 
Mr. Chamberlaine rep!Jes that the time might have been spared, 
for, if there has been an error, it has been persisted in ever s'nce 
the charter was granted; it being generally conceived, and now 
a~certained, that a Governor , Deputy, Treasulcr, and twenty-four 
Committees are to be elected annually Mr. Governor acknowledgt.s 
the great obligation he is under to the generality for their love anc! 
good opinion, and for th(:' trmt placed in him and in his management 
of their affairs, ob~ervmg tbat If his conduct has not answered their 
expectations, yet he has acted honestly and faIthfully accordmg to 
his abIlity, he now de'ilres that some able man may take hIS 
place. The Court retUl n~ him hearty thanks, and on hIS with
drawing nommates Sir Henry Garway (now Lord Mayor), Sir 
Christopher Cletherowe, Alderman Abdy, and Alderman Cordwell , 
by general erection of hands the choice falls again upon Sir 
Christopher Cletherowe, who on bemg informed returns to his 
chair, expresses his gratItude, and takes the accustomed oath. 
Mr. Cockayne acknowledges his obligation for having been cho~en 
Deputy for the past year, but entreats not to be put up for elec
tion again, on account of his many employments, as well for the 
Turkey Company as for his own affairs. The generality, knowing 
his great experience and confident of his faithfulness, re-elect him 

1 The same objection had been r:tised and refuted In 1635 and again 111 16~9 (see the 
prevIOus volume, PP 72, 312). 
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by general consent j on being acquainted with this, he at first 
demurs, but on entreaty accepts the post and is sworn accordingly. 
The Court next proceeds to elect a Treasurer, Robert Bateman 
praying, in regard of his age and weakness, to be discharged. 
Alderman Highlord, Robert Bateman, and Rowland Wilson are 
nominated; whereupon Bateman is re-e1ected, the Court having 
had such long experience of his honesty and sufficIency. He 
return. the generality thanks, declaring that were he not assisted 
by John Massmgberd he would be unable to accept the post. Six 
Committees havmg, according to the tenor of the rharter, to 
retire, Alderman Fenn and Mr. Lewis Roberts being dead, it is 
agreed by erection of hands that they and Sir James Cambell, Sir 
Nicholas Crispe, Abraham Reynardson, and Edward Abbott 
shall be succeeded by Alderman Soame, George Clarke, Richard 
Middleton, John Bludworth, WIlham Methwold, and John Massing
berd; and the followmg Committees continued for the ensuing 
year, viz., Sir Morris Abbott, Sir Henry Garway, Aldermen 
Cordwell, Gayre, Abdy, and Highlord, Messrs. Juhn Holloway, 
Thomas Munns, [Thomas] Stiles, Thomas Spurstowe, William 
Ashwell, Matthew Craddock, Rowland WIlson, John Langham, 
John Trott, Richard Davies, William Francklyn, and Thomas 
Kerridge. The choice of the Company's Secretary, Accountant, 
.l\uditor, and other officers is left to the Court of Committees, 
who best know their abilities. One of the generality proposes 
that two constant courts be kept twio' a year, at Mlchaelmas and 
Easter; this Mr. Governor promises shall be done. (4-1- pp.) 

ANSWER OF MR. SMITHWICK TO CERTAIN CHARGES, JUL~' '), 

1640 (Public Record Office. Dom. Oms. I, vol cccclix, No. 66). 

For three things am I maligned and hated by some aldermen 
and other citizens of London. For hindering a few of them from 
deceiving the East India Company of 500,0001 or 600,0001. at one 
time, and for endeavouring to advance the East IndIa trade, and 
hindering them from destroying it as to this kingdom. For giving 
1,0001. to the repairing of St. Paul's, and being an instrument 
to procure t'lat work to go on. For offering to give 1001. to His 
Majesty the last y,~ar towards the charge of the then expedition 
for Scotland. Hereupon it was given out that I was a lunatic, and 
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that I could not have paid the 1001. if it had been called for. And 
when the rebellious rout was up against His Grace of Canterbury 
and others, it was reported that I had betrayed all the rich citizens 
by giving up a list to His Majesty and the Lords of 300 names 
who were able each to give or lend to the King 1,0001. apiece. To 
which I answer, that I could as well have paid the 1001. offered 
as have bestowed 1201. this year on my son's outfit for this year's 
expedition. Now seeing the citizens accuse me and wish mOo much 
evil causelessly, I desire I may be admitted to show how 200,0001. 

or 300,0001. may in probability be obtained from the citizens for 
the King's service, and that fairly, tolerably, and speedily. That 
the ways in which I have already showed to the Lord Treasurer 
and Lord Cottington may be tried and put in execution; how the 
East India trade may soon be settled and put into a way (or an 
ample prosecution thereof, to the great profit of the Adventurers 
and to the advancement of the King s revenue 50,0001. per annum, 
besides a great increase of customs. That trial may be made of the 
course which I shall propound, how sufficient money may be fairly 
raised to finish the repairs of St. Paul's, and every year to build 
one new church or chapel in some of the great out parishes of 
London, where there are above 10, 15, or 20 thousand persons 
inhabitants in a parish and but one church, an evil to be remf"rlied 
with all expedition for the honour of God. (I P ) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, JULY 10, 1640 (Cottrt Book, vol. 
xvii, p. 223). 

Mr. Acton's bill of 31. IS. 4d. for law causes to be paid. Thomas 
Smethwicke, Junior, transfers his adventure of 2001. in the Third 
Joint Stock, upon which is divided 1001., with all profits to his 
father, Thomas Smethwicke. Thomas Smethwicke, Senior, desires 
leave to peruse the Company's letters and accounts in order to 
show that it has been wronged of 1,0001, or 5001. at the lea!.t, and 
he also desires a copy' of the invoice of the Discovery and of the 
other ships as they come home; both these requests are refused as 
unfit and unreasonable. John Spiller is appointed land purser for 
discharge of the London, and is promised that on discharge of 
the ships his motion for increased salary shall be considered. Mr. 
Steevens presents an estimate of the cost of repairing the Mary, 
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which amounts to 2,10sI. Some think it would be better to break 
up the ship than to spend so much money on her, and advise 
that she be valued and sold outright; but the Court adheres to its 
former resolution to have her repaired; nevertheless it is agreed 
that she shall be first valued, and Messrs. Rainsborough, Titchin, 
Southan, Pott, Stevens, and Swanley, or any four of them, are 
entreated to survey and report on the said ship. Meanwhile Stevens 
is req~ired to ascertain where the hest planks and timber may 
be had for the repairs. Certain Committees are entreated to 
consider all petitions for remission of freight brought home in the 
Londolt or other ships, and to act therein as they shall think fit. 
(2itp·) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, JULY II, 1640 (Court Book, vol. xvii, 
p.225)· 

Mr. Governor acquaints the Court that Dr. Reeve, the King's 
advocate, had been with him and desired that some settlement 
be made with Guy Bath, late a factor in Persia; it is resolved to 
call a special court to decide this bm,iness. The letters from 
Bantam brought by the Wzlham and Reformation are read. The 
Court observes that some of those returning come well recommended; 
and calling to mind the Black Book kept for record of all errors, 
now re~olves that a White Book be kept in which to register 
all good antI faithful service rendered, that the Company may 
know from time to time who are fittest to be employed. Cappur 
is appointed to keep.. this book as well as the other. It is also 
noted that pepper is bought at 5s. the picul but invoired at Bs.; 
the Court, not understanding this, resolves to look iota the matter. 
It is likewise observed that blacks have to be hired at three rials of 
eight per month to navigate the Company's ships in the Indies, 
there not being sufficient Englishmen; which is a waste of the quick 
stock. (1 p.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, JULY 15, 1640 (Court Book, vol. 
xvii, p. 227). 

The estimate presented by Stevens for repairing the Mary is 
further examined, together with the report of Captain Rainsborough 
and others appointed to survey and value the said ship i the report 



COURT MINUTES, ETC., OF THE 

cuncurs with the estimate, and states that the hull of the .Jf arJ' 
is not worth more than 600/. After long debate, the Court 
confirms its former resolution to have the Mary repaired, more 
especially as Stevens states that flO sinlilar ship could be built 
for less than 8,0001.; and he is therefore ordered to proceed with 
the work at oncc. Mr. Massingberd reports that upon a rumour 
of the I\.ing's intention to coin copper money I, Lady Moulson, 
who has lent the Company upon bills a round sum which.is now 
due, requires to be repaid unless assurance is given that the debt 
.. haIl be paid either in gold or silver coin at its present ,'alue. The 
Court, considering the importance of this subject and that this 
exception is now generally made by all who lend out money at 
interest, and how prejudicial it would be to the Company should 
others likewise call in their money, resolves to acquaint the King 
and State; direction is accordingly given to the Secretary to draw 
up a draft of a petition to the Lords of the Council, submitting 
that, if His Majesty proceeds with his intention, not only will the 
adventurers be disheartened and discouraged but the Compa'1y's 
trade, which has never been 10 a more hopeful cond1tion, will be 
much endangered. This draft being read and altered as is thought 
fit, the Court directs that it be engrossed, and entreats the Governor. 
with Messrs. Wilson, Middleton, and Ashwell, to present it to the 
Lords in the afternoon. Mr. Younge is appointed for discharge of 
the W£lliam and Mr. Cappur for the Rl'fo1"mation. Mr. Blount 
reporting that the coopers arc unable to make casks at the rate 
formerly allowed, because of the prescnt crearness of food, their 
allowance is increa<;ed from 175. to 185. per tun. The Governor 
proposes that a ship be sent to the Coast to provide cloths for the 
southern factories j the Rejormatt'on is suggested, and Stevens 
is directed to survey and report upon her. Such reparations as 
are necessary in and about the east dock in the Yard are ordered 
to be carried out. A motion is made to set a valuation upon the 
present J oint Stock, that it may be turned over to another acumnt ; 
to this it is answered that, when all the goods now come home are 
di'iposed of, it will be fit to nommate a committee of the generality 

I (Bra&se money' in the mArgin; and Ludlow (llIemo.r5, vol. I, p. 9) DSes the :same 
telm. The proposal reAny WAS to ISSDe "new .hllllng containing only threepenny worth 
of Silver, alloyed with copper (lee Rudmg's A,mals of the Coma;;., vol ll, p. 257). 
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to join with the standirig committee, as is customary, to consider 
an indifferent valuation between the new and the old adventurers. 
Certain Committees are desired to buy 100 white cloths at from 
9/. to l3/. per cloth. William Kitchin, who was paid 8l 4S. for 
pilotIng the Discovery from Plymouth to the Downs, is, on petition, 
given an additional 2/. (3 pp.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, JULY 17. l640 (CtJllrt BQo/:, vol. xvii. 
p 23°)~ 

Great sums of money having been issued to many of the Com
pany's servants, of which no timely account has been given, the 
Court resolves that those who receive the Company's money shall 
be enjoined to deliver in an account once a month, and shall not be 
permItted to receive any more until such accounts are audited and 
passed, but, as deliberation i., necessary before settling a rule to be 
constantly observed hereafter, it is resolved to hold a meeting 
to-morrow to consult on this particular business. The Governor 
relates that he went to Whitehall, accompanied by certain Com
mittees, intending to present the Company's petition concerning 
copper money to the King and Lords; but meeting Lord Dorset 
on the way, and telling him of their errand, he advised them to 
wait, as many merchants and others intended to deliver like 
petitions that afternoon, and the Kmg might think they had all 
combined together. His Lordship further advised that the Lord 
Treasurer and Lord Cotlington should be first acquainted WIth the 
petition, and if they give no satisfactolY answer, then it might be 
presented to the Lords at the next meeting. ThiS advice was 
followed, and the Lord Treac;urer, after hearing the petition, ob..,crved 
that the reasons alleged by the Company were similar to those 
brought forward by others, and had already been considered by 
His Majesty and the Lords; and unless new reasons could be 
adduced he could give little comfort, as they had already tried 
to dissuade the King from thIS course, but His Majesty replied 
that his necessities and present occasions must be supplied and, 
failing any other, by this means. Mr. Governor declared that 
the consequence would be the failing and loss of the East India 
trade, for if the Company's creditors call in their money it cannot 
subsist, its debt at interest bemg above 250,0001. and there 
~~u F 
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being a large return of goods which it will not know ~\V to ~Il.' 
These and other reasons were alleged by Mr. Governor, but 
s~eing that none would prevail he and his colleagues left and went> 
to Lord Cottington, where the same ill sllcceis attended them. 
The Court, considering that all that is necessary has been done, 
resolves to rest quiet and await the event. Mr. Governor further 
relates that he reminded Lord Cottington of the clause in the 
preamble which prohibits the Company from sending an¥ more 
quick stock to the East Indies upon the old account after last May, 
and requested him to explain whether, as the subscription is not going 
on, the Company is restrained by this clause. His Lordship replied 
that the King had referred this paper to his and Secretary Vane's 
consideratIOn, and they would appoint a time to confer with· 
Mr. Governor and other Committees about it on being reminded. 
The Court desires t!:te Secretary to attend Their Honours accordingly. 
Mr. Cappur h directed to procure a warrant from the Lord Warden 
of the Cinque P,:)rts for the arrest of Captain Cobb, it being under
stood that, as the Captain's dwellmg is withm the limits of the 
Ports, he can only be arrested by a special warrant from His 
LOldship. Remission of freight on divers drugq is allowed to 
Captam Mynors. The demand of Ablaham Aldington for money 
due unto him is referred for con~ideration till the return of 
Mr. Methwold. Mr. Massingberd reporting that the debts owing 
to the Company by divers adventurers amount to 14,000/. and 
that, though bills for the same have been due two months, yet 
payment is not made, Mr. Ashwell is entreated to call upon the 
several debtors for payment, the Company having much need 
of money for mariners' wages and other pressing occasions. (3' pp.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, JULY 18, 1640 (Court Book, 
vol. XVii, p. 233)' 

The following duties are allotted to the several Committee'>, 
viz., the supervbion of all warehouses and of Mr. Blount's work; 
of the Exchange cellar; of accounts of all money disbursed and of 
the Treasury; of all busmess at Blackwall j the perfecting of the 
accounts of returning or deceased factors; the taking of bills and 
calling in of debts; the provision of cloth and supervision of its 
dyeing and imbaling; the perusal of letters from all factories, and 



EAST INDIA 'COMPANY 

~ n6ti~~tion of stores and provisions wanted for the ships, and 
'collection of the same i the settlement with mariners and others as 
"to private trade; the provision of beef and pork; of fish and 
groceries; of ... bre!d, beer, cider, iron, tin, lead, and like requisites; 
0( wine, 'wineager, beere-aeger' 1, aquavitae, sweet and rape oil, 
French barley, and plates for bread rooms; of cordage, hemp, 
pitch, tar, rosin, masts, deals, wainscot, timber, planks, sheathing 
boards. tree-nails, pipe and hogshead staves, casks, apparel for 
mariners, and billets; of quicksilver, coral, cloth, and all presents; 
of powder, shot, ordnance, flags, canvas for sai,ls, pepper-bags, 
waistcloths, boltropes, and stores for gunners, cooks, armourers, 
boatswains, stewards, and carpenters; of gold and silver; hiring of 
mariners; supervi~ion of the Auditor and of the Bookkeeper; 
Mr. Massingbird, assisted hy the Auditor and Accountant, to 
present monthly a list of those in debt to the Company; Messrs. 
Ashwell and Methwold to have the care of al\ suits in the Admiralty, 
and Messrs. Kerridge and Methwold to see that Mr. Cappur enters 
correctly in the Black Book all complaints received from the East 
Indies, and all commendations in the White Book. Mr. Cappur is 
dire-cted to remind the Court and also particular Committees of 
business to be transacted, and Richard Swinglehurst is required to 
notify Cappur of all that passes in court. Ordered that the Londo" 
be discharged first, then the Reformation, and lastly the Wzllia71t; 

. meanwhile the lumber is to be taken out of the two last ships. 
Sambrooke reports that, since John Mountney left, the account of 
expenses and issue of"stores in charge of the Husband has not been 
sent in; whereupon he is directed to consult with Mr. Markham on 
this business and report to the Court within a fortnight. (3; ;p.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, JULY 22, 1640 (Court Book, vol. xvii, 
P·237)· 

On receipt of private information from one of the Farmer's 
Deputies at Dover of the great quantIty of private trade landed 
from the London, the Wilbam, and the Rqor11tatt01t, the Court 
desires the advice and assistanre of Sir Nicholas Crlspe in discover
ing and seizing the same. He promises to write and order help to 
be given the Company; John Younge, being the most able and 

VUlegar produced by the fermentation of beer. 

F2 
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experienced man for this purpose, is directed to take the letter, his 
place for discharge of the Wilham to be supplied by Mr. Barnes 
(who came home commander in her) and the purser. A charge o( 
4/. interest is remitted to Mr. Vincent, linendraper. Thomas 
Fownes, son-in-law to Sir Nicholas Crispe, is admitted gratis a free 
brother of the Company. Captain Wills presents three Portuguese, 
who came with him from Goa in the London. They return thanks 
to the Court for their accommodation and the respect shQwn to 
them, and profess that they will al ways be ready to do the Company 
servIce; their request that their trunks may be removed from the 
Lond01z and put aboard a ship now bound for Lisbon without being 
first brought to the Custom-house is assented to. The same favour 
is granted a Danish minister who came in the Wtlliam from Bantam. 
John Browne offering to buy at a disinterested valuation all the 
Company's iron ordnance, Alderman Gayre and Captain StHes are 
desired to ascertain his terms and report to the Court. N alice to 
be given of a general court appointed to be held this day sennight, 
that the generality may signify how the goods returned in the 
ships shall be sold. (2! pp.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, JULY 24, 1640 (Collrt Book, vol. x"ii, 
p. 239)· 

Upon information received from the President and Council ill 
India of the misdemeanours of Thomas Clarke and Richard Hudson, 
two factors employed at the C0ast of Coromandel and now come 
home in the William, they were arrested clnd imprisoned on an 
action of l,oool. each entered against them in the 'Compter 
Poultrey '; several petitions from them are now read, in which for 
many reasons and on account of 'this contagious tyme, and for that 
the sicknes is in the said prison, which may endanger their lyves " 
they beg to be released on bail. The Court. considering that, 
if they do fall sick and die, an ill interpretation may be put upon 
their arrest, and the Company I1kewise lose all hope of sati"fclction, 
orders that on assigning all their wages, debts, and goods to the 
Company and entering into a bond of 1,0001. to make good any
thing over and above this sum found to be owing, and agreeing to 
attend the Court daily and not leave the kmgdom without per
mission, they be at once released and the action against them 
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withdrawn. Mr. Governor relates that Secretary Vane told him 
yesterday that the Company's aggrievances, lately delivered to 
bimself and Lord Cottington, had been referred by the King to the 
Lord High Admiral, the Lord Treasurer, Lord Cottington, Secre
tary Windebank, and himself, and they hoped to have leisure 
to consider them some time next week. Thereupon it is resolved 
that extracts be made from the general letters concerning the pro
ceedinegs of the Dutch against the Company and presented to Their 
Honours before their next meeting. Mr. Smcthwicke alleges that 
there has been an error made in the Company's books, amounting 
to 5ool. and upwards, for discovery of which he desires to see the 
books of accounts. The Court remembers that this request has 
been several times preferred and refused, because neither the nature 
of the error nor the year in which it was committed was stated, and 
it was thought that Smethwicke'!, r.hief desire was to pry into the 
Company's books, but he persisting in his request the books are 
produced. Thereupon he wishes to see the payments made in 
1635 (when he was a Committee) for gratifications conferred on 
the Governor, Deputy, Treasurer, and the rest of the Committees, 
which that year by general consent were reduced one half; this he 
now finds was not observed, and so the Company prejudiced 500l. 
and more. He also protests against the inequalIty of the gratifica
tiom e-iven to the Committees at the discretion of the Governor, 
Deputy, and Tredsurcr, when some were favoured more than 
others; and desires a Jist of the particular sums paid to the 
Governor, Deputy, Treasurer, and Committees the last five or 
six years. The Court refuses to allow this, thinking that his 
pretended service proceeds more from malice to some particular 
person than from good affection to the Company. (z! pp.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, JULY 29, 1640 (Court Book, vol. xvii, 
p.242). 

Approval is given to a contract with Mr. Newman, who has 
offered to supply the Company from Ireland (on obtaining the 
Lord Lieutenant's warrant) with 200,000 pipestaves, 50,000 hogs
headstaves, 50,000 headings, and 30,000 barrelstaves, to be de
livered at the Yard at Blackwall. The King of Macassar's letter 
is delivered to Mr. Sherburne to give to Mr. Secretary Vane, with 
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the request that he will present ido King Charles and ascertain 
when and where His Majesty will receive the present accompany
ing rt.' ,Mr. Acton's bill of 71. l.S'. for law causes to be paid. 
Resolved to notify the generality this afternoon of tae intended 
sermon of thanksgiving for the safe arrival of the Company's ships; 
also to read them such parts of the general letters as have been 
marked. The bonds of Thomas Clarke and Richard Hudson 
for turning over their wages &c. to the Company are read and 
allowed, and Sambrooke is required to deliver in before next 
Friday a written account of all money and other estate received 
from Clarke, and to produce the Company's bill given out in 
Clarke's name for payment of 2001. or thereabouts, which is now 
assigned to the Company in part satisfacti9n. Upon reading an 
order from the Court of Requests, Mr. De Beck's adventure in the 
Third Joint Stock is transferred to Joas Godscall with all profits, 
Mr. De Beck promil>ing to clear all brokes and other debts charged 
upon it. (2 pp.) 

A GENERAL COURT, JULY 29, 1640 (Court Book, vol. xvii, p. 244). 

The Governor observes that it is not many months since they 
assembled to give thanks to Almighty God for the safe arrival 
of the Royal Mary after a long and dangelOus voyage; that now 
they have met to retum thanks for the arrival of the Dzscovery and 
LOlZd01t from Surat and of the ~Vtl!tam and Reformatwn from 
Bantam, they all having had a quick passage; he desires the 
generahty not only to return thanks in private but publicly in the 
house of God, to wbich end this day three weeks has been appointed 
for a service to be held in the parish church. The Committees 
think It right to inform the generahty of the state of the Company's 
affairs, and that those portions of the general letters relating 
thereto should be read. This is done and gives much satisfaction. 
Mr. Governor declares that if the generality 'will let fall the trade 
to the Dutch, they may', for the hands of the Committees are tied 
and they cannot, neither will they, send any more stock to India 
without the general consent, though they think that a ship should 
be dispatched next October with a stock of IO,Docl. for Masuli
patam. Motion is made that the Company's debt be extinguished 
and an end made of the present Stock j to which Mr. Deputy 
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I"epHes that if this had been done a year ago, accordIng to t1te' w~ .... 
of some, the adventure would have only ~roduced 70 /. per' cent:-t 
whereas now they may have cent. per cent. ; that an end ea~ be 
made without a valuation, and that the accounts having ~me from 
Bantam in the newly arrived ships it can now be seen how matters 
stand; there ale already goods sufficient to lade a big ship, besides 
the large stock sent into those parts, and in the Crispian to Surat, 
where-When the London left 6001. was owing; it is not known what 
stock is in Persia, no account having come from thence. Another 
of the generality moves that, as for the last two years no ship has 
been sent out without extraordinary charge, one be freighted; 
to which answer is made that it is proposed to dispatch a vessel on 
a coasting voyage to Mdsulipatam, Bantam, Jambi, Macassar, and 
back again, and how feasible it would be to freight such a one is 
left to the generality to judge; besides, this subject has often been 
debated by the Committees, who think that without a stock in the 
Indies it would be neither safe nor profitable. Sir Nicholas Crispe 
moves that there is no necessity to dispatch a ship, and proposes 
that a convenient number of the generality join with the Com
mittees to exarnine how the trade may be maintained. The 
Governor then puts it to the question whether a ship with a quick 
stock of 10,0001. shall be sent to Masulipatam, and by a general 
erection of hands this is assented to. A court of sales to be held 
this day fortnight. (z pp.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, JULY 31, 1640 (Cuurt BOfJk, vol. 
xvii, p. Z46). 

John Spiller's bill amounting to 56/. lIS. 4d., for disbursemenb 
aboard the Laltdalt, to be paid. Alderman Highlord and Captain 
Stiles to contract for knee timber. Leave given Spiller to go into 
the country for a fortnight. Mr. Massingbird's refusal to take out 
the silk he underwrote for is noted. Guy Bath petitions to be 
cleared and produces his account, but as the books to prove it have 
not come home he is ordered not to trouble the Company again till 
they do arrive. It is also nuted that the said Guy Bath received 
part of the 8001. paid by the Dutch for interest on moneys lent 
them. Men from the Lu"dolt, Wtllt'am, and Reformation to be 
cleared. (1 p.) 
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A GENERAL COURT, AUGUST It 1640 (Court Book. vol. xvii, 

p. 247)· 
This Court is called exprefsly to submit to the generality a pro

position lately made by the Lord Mayor to the Governor and 
by him propounded to the Court of Committees, which approves 
but does not think fit to act upon it until it is confirmed by the 
generality. The said proposition is to send at once a consi~erable . 
quantity of pepper to the Straits, or other parts, upon the Com
pany's account, as was done last year, in order to provide money 
more easily and cheaply to dispatch the intended ships about All
Hallowtide to the Coast, and in the spring to Bantam and Surat, 
as well for payment of the coral ordered, as for providing rials 
of eight, which will be procured there far cheaper than here. Two 
or three ships in the river are offered as freight; so that, if the 
generaltty consents, the pepper can be shipped forthwith and be 
first in the market. Objection is made that if so much pepper 
is sent abroad It will hinder the sale of the remainder; to which 
reply is made that such a small proportion of pepper as is intended 
cannot prejUdice the Company. The Governor putting it to the 
question, assent is given by a genelal erection of hands. It i~ further 
decided to send 800 bags of pepper to Venice and Leghorn; but 
how this quantity is to be divided, what to pay for freight of the 
ships, to whom to consign the pepper, and whether to assure all 
or part, is left to the Court of Committees to determine. (I! pp.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, AUGUST 5. 1640 (Cottrt Book, 
vol. xvii, p. 249)' 

The Governor reports the consent of the generality to pepper 
being sent to Leghorn and Venice upon the Company's account; 
whereupon, after much debate, the order is submitted to. Though 
formerly upon like occasions the Guidanaes have been employed, 
now upon the special recommendation of several Committee'> the 
disposal of such part of the 800 bags of pepper as is to be sent 
to Leghorn is entrusted to Job Throgmorton and John Collier; 
and it is resolved to consign the proportion f(lr Venice to Signors 
Laurenzo Peti, Romulo Romuli, and Paul del Sero. Messrs. 
Bodilo and Martyn, masters of ships, are treated with about freight 
of their vessels for transportation of the said pepper i but they 
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asking too much, no agreement is made, and the Deputy is entreated 
to speak with Mr. Bodilo at the Exchange and offer him I,ooo dollars 
for freight of 500 bags of pepper to Leghorn, to be laden within six 
days, and he to undertake to go direct to that port. The Lord 
Mayor reports a message he received from the Lord Treasurer and 
Lord Cottington to the effect that, as the King is not supplied with 
money as he expected, he must make use of his own, his need being 
very Jtressing; and there being about 15.0001. due to him from the 
Company for impost on the goods received by the Discovery, 
LOlzdo,t, Wzl/zam, and Reformation, Their Lordships desire that 
4,coo/. thereof be paid either to-day or to-morrow to Sir Paul 
Pynder, who supplying His Majesty with a larger sum is to pay 
both into the Exchequt'r to-morrow, and the Company tl') pay the 
remainder of its debt as speedily as possible. The Lord Mayor and 
the Lord Treasurer's Secretary, Mr. Warwicke, who has brought 
a letter to the same effect as the message, are told that the King 
owes the Company 4.7441 for saltpetre delivered to Cordwell, the 
powdermaker (a tally havmg been given for 2,019/., but no assurance 
for the remaining 2,7251.); therefore the Court desires that 4,7441. 
may be deuuctt'd from the impost, when the 4,000l. shall be 
wilIingly paid to Sir Paul and the remainder as soon as the ships 
are unl~den and the accounts made up. Mr. Warwicke declares 
that the Lord Treasurer thinks thIS request reasonable and agrees 
to it, so a warrant is ordered to be made for payment of 4,000/. 
to Sir Paul Pyoder. An advance of 40/. made to Newman to enable 
him to fulfil his contract to provide staves, &c. Stevens to be paid 
3Rt. I8s. 6d. for oaken timber brought to Blackwall Yard by Griffin 
Kempe. A note is received flam Sir Dudley Carleton, desiring the 
Committees to attend the Lords at Whitehall in the afternoon. 
Mr. Deputy's request that a friend of his may be told the price 
of the Company's calicoes, as if this is re:u.onable he may take the 
whole parcel, is referred for future consideration. (3 pp.) 

A COURT OF COM lI,f ITTEES, AUGUH 7, I640 (Court Book, vol. 
xvii, p. 253). 

The Court resolves to have one-fourth part of the proportion 
of pipestaves, &c. mentioned in the licence procured by Newman, 
which he being content to provide, he is allowed three per cent. 
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provh.ion upon the prime cost and impost o( the staves. At4erfl'Jaii. 
Highlord and Mr. Wilson are to p,.rfect the contract and take' order 
for fetters of credit to supply Newman wIth money for this business. 
The difference between Daniel Harvey and the Company is referred 
to Mr. Deputy and Mr. Ashwell fur settlement. The Governor 
reports that when he and some Committees waited on the Lords 
at Whitehall yesterday, Lord Cottington required an account 
of the condition of the Company; thereupon the Governor'stated 
that though the returns had been good, yet because the King's 
declaration is wanting for redress of the grievances formerly pre
sented, the subscriptions come in slowly; the principal discourage
ment is that no satisfaction is made by the Dutch, who are adding 
to their former injuries in the Indies, nor for the depredations com
mitted by Cobb and Ayres, nor for Mr. Courteen's voyage, nor in 
the impost and the saltpetre business. His Lordship gave several 
answers to eaLh particular, but pressed for payment of the impost on 
the goods now returned, in ordcl' to furnish the King's occasions; this 
the Governor and all tried to defer, but only present payment would 
serve It is therefore resolved to make the payment, and to strike 
a tally for the money due for saltpetre and deduct it from the amount. 
Contract made with Roger Martyn to carry 800 bags of pepper to 
Leghorn and Venice on payment of 2,500 dollars for frei~t, 1,500 

to be paid at Leghorn upon delivery of 500 bags, and 1,000 dollars 
at Venice on delivery of the remaining 3eo. Certain Committees 
are entreated to perfect the charterparty draft and order the pepper 
to be shipped. (zpp.) 

A COURT OF COM'\1ITTEES, AUGUST 8, 1640 (Cottrt Book, vol. 
xvii, p. 255). 

Ordered that tickets be left at the houses of those adventurers 
who have not yet taken their divisions of silk from the Warehouse, 
warning them to do so, that there may be room for the goods lately 
come home. Order regarding some rhubarb sent by Mr. Merry 
to Mr. Ashwell is referred to the next court. A gratification 
of twenty nobles given John Fredericke, a Dutchman, for eight 
months service in the Reformateon; and 10.1'. flOm the poor· box 
given to Elizabeth Healmg, a widow. (! p.) 
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:A COURT OF COMMITTEES, AUGUST U, 1640 (COtll't Book, 
voL xvii, p. 256). 

Howard Strachy (Sir John Heydon's clerk) to be paid 41. us. 
for striking the tally in the Exchequer for payment of Z,oI9/. due 
to the Company for saltpetre sold the King and charged upon the 
Lord Mayor's account of the impositions, the said tally remaining 
still in· Sir John Heydon's hands and delivery refused until it is paid. 
Mr. Spurstowe moves that the Company is much prejudiced 
by allowing sugars to be ' tared in the gunny' instead of the buyers 
taking them' 10 their shirts' 1, upon which Mr. Blount is directed 
to see that the latter course be always followed. The Court under
standing that many who have underwritten to take out their divisions 
in silk forbear or refuse to do so, Mr. Massingberd among the 
nllmber, the latter is asked his reasons for not acting in accordance 
with his subscription and the intent of the preamble agreed to 
at a general court; he excuses himself at first, but on reading the 
preamble and his subscription he submits and promises to conform 
to the directions of the Court. All others who have underwritten 
in a like manner are enjoined to do the same. A list of those 
indebted to the Company is ordered to be presented monthly 
by the Treasurer, that they may be called upon for satisfaction, 
or proceeded against according to law. Cordage to be provided 
for the Rejormatron. The Court orders that no security once 
refused shall be again put to the ballot, and that no ballot shall be 
had unless at least thirteen Committees are pre.,ent. Stevens's 
estimate for repairing the Reformatron not exceeding 25()/. (great 
iron bolts excepted), he is directed to put the work in hand at once 
and finish it as soon as possible. (z! pp.) 

A COURT OF SALES, AUGUST 12, J640 (Court Book, vol. xvii, 
P·258). 

Sale of Persian silk and stuff .. , cotton yarn, sugar, sugar candy, 
dry ginger, dust of ginger, Lahore indigo, mace, and nutmegs, with 
names of purchasers and prtces. (2 pp.) 

1 The inner C.bmg of cal.co In whl~h the sugar was pncked. No al1owan~e was 
necessary for this, whereas, Ii the outer coveTing of gunny were left on as well, the 
purchaser could claim n deductlon from the weight on account of the wraPPlDgB. 
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A COURT OF COMMITTEES, AUGUST 14, 1640 (Court Book, 
vol. xvii, p. 260). 

Daniel Harvy to be alIowc::u 60/. for want of weight in the silk 
he lately bought, this c;um to be deducted from his debt to the 
Company and he to pay the remainder. Mr. Sherburne to receive 
20/. on account for disbursements for the Company. Edmond Cham
bers to be paid 12/. 5s., for taking Committees to and from ~rith to 
discharge the ships lately returned. Report being made on the 
• taring' of sugar, Mr. Blount is ordered to tare 40 bags and give 
allowance for the rest, and to get as much for the skins of the whole 
parcel as possible over and above ud. already offered. Herriott 
Washborne, George Henley, Thomas Gowers, William Tllslie, 
Thomas Culleyn, William Allyn and his son Thomas allowed by the 
balloting-box as securities for sugar. The difference between the 
Company and Mr. Langham, concerning cloves bought by him at 
the last court of sales, is referred to the next court. (I p.) 

A COURT m COMMITTEES, AUGUST IS, r640 (C"ourt Book, vol. 
xvii, p. 262). 

Consideration had whether to divide to the adventurers or not. 
Sam brooke, being called in to give account of the present state of 
the Company, repre5ents that over and above all debts there is 
168,0001, ",hich Will allow of a divisIOn of 25 per cent., leaving 
30,00cl. towards interest, &c., this estimate not including the 
shipping at B1ackwall nor old stores. Debate ensues as to the 
amount to be divided, and finally it is resolved to divide 25 per 
cent. in caltcoes and silk without bringing in money, and no man 
to be compelled to take out; that the indigo and pepper be sold 
to extingUIsh the debt, and money divided in convenient time to 
such adventurers as shall not take out goods. A General Court 
to be held next Wednesday afternoon Sir John Nulls demands 
in writing the bargain of cloves he pretends to have bought at the 
last court of sales; the Court disclaims all knowledge thereof. 
Mr. Browne also demands the aforesaid bargain of doves, fcr, 
heari'1g Sir Nicholas Crispe offer 5s. per lb. for the whole parcel 
he th,'!n bid !d more than the price set at the going out of the 
candle. Mr. Foote likewise makes demand for the said cloves, 
he having bought them for 5s. ojd. per lb. Hereupon he and 
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'Mr. Browne are told that three men bid the same price at one 
and the same time, and as it cannot be decided which made 
the first offer, according to custom the cloves are to be offered 
by the candle again. Mr. Langham insists again in his demand 
for the said cloves, alleging that he offered 5s. oid. per lb. for them 
before the other men, which he can prove by many witnesse'l, and 
if he does not have them he will present a bill in Chancery, which 
he now. desires leave of the Court to do. This is readily granted, 
but at the same time he is told that Mr, Governor and others 
are ready to take oath that they do not know who really bought 
the cloves first, and in such cases it is always customary to put 
the goods up for sale again; neither does his pretended agree
ment with Foote and Browne bind the Company to perform 
the bargain. Resolved that, for prevention of a similar disorder, 
some course be devised for reguldting the courts of sales at the 
next general court, that buyers may know better how to act. 
Pedro Joseph, a Venetian, sent aboard the Reformati01l by warrant 
from the President and Council at Bantam, is given twenty nobles 
for his services. (2! pp.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, AUGUST 19, 1640 (Court Book, vol. 
xvii, p. 264). 

The porters' bill of 101. for casing and carrying 800 bags of 
pepper, antI lOS for ink, allowed, but their day wages stopped 
while this work ill in hand. Motion made for a division of 75 per 
cent. to the adventurers and that 25 per tent be brought in to 
extinguish the debt at interest, thus making an end of the old 
Stock, but Mr. Governor moves' that new underwriters may come 
in for the northward for a voyage for one yeare', which would 
avoid the issuing out of much of this present Stock. Mr, Deputy 
proposes that the Company's goods be sold and Its debts paid, 
its estate in town rated, as well as what has been sent to Surat 
and Bantam this year; this to be done reasonably, so as to 
encourage the adventurers to continue, and others to buy and come 
in. After serious deliberation of these and other propositions, it 
is decided to make a division of ~5 per cent., which, according to 
the opinion of the )a5~ court, is as much as can safely be done. 
Elias Watson, RIchard Hunt, and John Seed accepted by the 
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balloting-box as securities for sugar candy, and Richard Ashhurst 
Richard Abbott, William Tilsly, arid Thomas Gowre for sugar. (z pp.) 

A GENERAL COURT, AUGllST 19, 1640 (Court Book, vol. xvii, 
p. 265). 

The Governor makes known that this Court hac; been called to 
settle the dispute about the bargain of cloves set up at the last 
court of sales After some debate it is decided by erection of 
hands that the cloves were not sold to anyone, and the Govetnor 
reports that the Committees have thought of an order to regulate 
the Courts of Sales in future, that similar disturbances may be 
avoided. This order is read and approved, its tenor being that 
the Court resolves that, jf two or more buyers (whether brethren 
of the Company or strangers) bid for a commodity at the going 
out of the candle, Mr. Governor, Mr. Deputy, and the Committees 
present shall decide who made the purchase; but if they are unable 
to do so, then, according to the ancient custom of the Company, 
the commodity <;hall be again put up for sale by the candle. On 
the motion of one of the generality, it is agreed that if a Committee 
is a buyer he shall have no voice in the sale or judgement in case 
of question. The Governor plOposes that a division (which has 
been seriously considered by the Committees) of 25 per cent. be 
made to the adventurers in calico at 21 for one [sic], all divisions 
to be taken out (including those of widows and orphans), any 
remaining to be laid apart year by year until they are taken out. 
Hereupon some propose that a division of 75 per cent. be made 
,md money brought in to wipe out the debt; to whom Mr. Deputy 
replies that adventurers having paid their subscriptions are not 
obliged to bring in money; some few may, but most will not. 
The opinion of the Committees being formed from a computation 
of the state of the Company, this computation is called for and 
read, when it appears that there would remain over and above the 
25 per cent. about 39,oool. [Stc], which though not enough to 
make a valuable division, yet may serve to pay interest and to set 
forth the ships now preparing for the Coast, it being necessary to 
fetch the goods from abroad, for on the last ships coming from 
Bantam there were 600 or 700 tons of pepper ready, and stock 
has been sent out to buy as much more; therefore either the 



Company's own ships must be sent or some must be freighted. 
One of the generality observes that the Company's ships stand 
in 401. per ton freight, but he thinks that freighted ships would be 
much less; he is told that the Company's ships must either be 
used or sold. Thereupon Mr. Deputy offers to buy the lI(ary and 
freight her to the Company at 251. per ton, the same terms ob 
which the Caesar was freighted. Finally the Court rests well 
satisfied with the division of 25 per cent. proposed by the Com
mittees. Resolved and ordered that the indigo, silk, pepper, and 
cloves be left to the Committees to sell at such prices and in such 
manner as they think best, a wntten notice to be put upon the 
Exchange to notify buyers. A court of sales to be held next 
Friday morning; all goods that shall remain unsold to be disposed 
of by the Court of Committeelo. (3t pp.) 

A GENERAL COURT OF SALES, AUGUST 21,1640 (Court Book, 
vol. xvii, p. 269). 

Sale of Legee, Ardas, Cannaree, capitone 1 and defective silk, 
green ginger, lignum aloes, pepper, and cloves, with names of pur
chasers and prices. 'The pepper was then proposed to bee sold by 
subscripcion, 100 bag~s in a parcell, none to write for more; the 
price 2$. Id. sifted to transport (tyme four six months from 
Michaelmas), and 2S 2d. per lb. garbled to sell in towne; and noe 
sale unles all bee underwritten before Tuesday night. Onely if any 
please to underwrite for 100 or 200 baggs to sell in towne, hee 
shall have them, first come, first served. And if 2 or 300 baggs 
remayne not underwritt for, those to bee left to the Court of Com
mittees.' (r p.) 

'A MEETING OF THE COMMITTEES,' 2 AUGUST 22, 1640 (Court 
Book, vol. xvii, p. 270). 

Ordered that no adventurer have his division in calicoes until he 
has first taken out his division in silk. Mr. Bowen directed to 
write and consign 500 bags of pepper to Job Throgmorton at 
Leghorn and 300 bags to Lorenzo Pettie, Romull Romulo, and 
Paulo del Sero at Venice, the said bags being encased and nUnl-

1 Fr capiton, translated by Cotgrave (1611) as t course .leave (ailke) '. 
t ThCl'ie present were the Gov-emor, the Deputy, the Lord Mayor (~1T Henry Garway), 

and MCSln. Holloway, Trott, Spurstow, Bladworth, and Massmgbcrd. 
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berOO, but as the contents of the inner bags are not noted the 
Committees think that the recipients should take off' the cases and 
remit [a note of] the contents of the inner bags to the Company t~ 
enable Mr. Bowen to perfect the invoice. Lord Cottington, repre
senting the King's many and urgent occasions, especially against 
the Scotch, offers in Hi& Majesty's name to buy all the pepper and 
underwrite for it at the Company's price and time accordmg to the 
preamble at such security as cannot be objected to, either for the 
whole parcel or for each hundred bags; 'adding withall His 
Majesties grace and favour to the Company to gral..nte their 
request for mittigaclon of Impost, &c., as was desired.' Mr. Governor , 
replies that no answer can be given, there not being a sufficient 
number of Committees present to make a court, most of them 
being out of town till Tuesday; but a court shall be called on 
Wednesday morning and a general court in the afternoon, without 
whose consent so great a parcel of goods cannot be di5posed of, 
that the Company is in debt for 250,000/. and the pepper was to 
be sold towards satisfactIOn thereof. Lord Cc.ttmgton says that 
his offer is in accordance with the preamble, and his intention of 
performance so real that he himself wrote down the names of th05t: 
to be offered as securities; he also offers to ' acknowledge a statute 
to the Company' 1 as a further security If ,my doubt is entertained. 
Mr. Governor representlllg" the fear'> which the adventurers might 
have, His Lordship conceives them to be 'pannick feares' and 
a!>sures the Committees of the King's and his own real resolution of 
giving satisfactIOn according to the time and price prescribed. 
Finally, His Lordship IS desired to wait until Wednesday afternoon 
IS past, when he shall be told of the Company's answer; meanwhile 
it is arranged that none of the pepper shaH be underwritten for. 
Abraham Aldmgton to be paId solon account. Ordered that two 
pohcies be drawn up to Insure the pepper sent to Leghorn and 

1 The meanmg seems to be that he offered to give a 'statute·mer~hant', which IS 

defined In Wharton's Law LeXIcon as 'a bond of record under the hand and seal "t the 
debtor, authenticated by the King's seal, which renders It of so high It nature that, 00 

fOllure of payment on the day a~slgned, ("xecutlOu may be awarded wltbout any mPlIf.e 
pro~<!ss to summon the debtor, or the trouble or charges of bnngmg m proofs to convict 
IlIm.. It ha~ fallen mto disuse' No clearer proof could have been afforded of Lord 
Cottmgton's sm~enty or of hIS COllVlctlOn that the money would be forthcommg m due 
~our~e 


