
Mr. I'ePuty states that, because of the death of one of the Com­
pany's Servahts at Sir Christopher.Cli$erow's house, the subscrip­
tiqps have not come up to what was expected, for many who would 
have tlnderwritten could not tell where to find the book; he thinks 
therefore that it would be well to call a general court, tell them of 
this, and extend the time for subscriptions; this being approved, 
a general court is appointed to be held next Thursday afternoon 
at Mr. Middleton's house. All the Company's pepper, including 
what was shipped in the Margaret Constance (master, Nicholas 
Read) and Hopewell, is sold to Alderman Clarke and Mr. Richard 
Middleton, to be disposed of as they please. Sir John Wolsten­
hotme is entreated to wait on the Lord Keeper when he comes to 
town (which he is expected to do about next Tuesday), concern­
ing the letter he received from the King with regard to the expor­
tation offoreign commodities. (l!pp.) 

A GENERAL COURT, SEPTEMBER 23, 1641 (Cottrt Book, vol. 
xviii, p. 29). 

Mr. Deputy states that this court has been called to consider the 
Particular Voyage intended this year, as the time allotted for sub­
scriptions has passed, and many affirm that they knew not where to 
find the book in which to underwrite, it having been removed from 
Sir Christophel Clitherow's house, and others have underwritten 
since the said time has expired; therefore th(" generality are called 
together to decide whether such subscriptions shall hold good, and 
the limited time be extended, so that any wishing to adventure in 
this Voyage may do so. Both these questions are unanimously 
replied to in the affirmative, and it is agreed that the time shall be 
extended to the evening of the 4th of October, after which date no 
one is to be permitted to underwrite; the book for subscriptions to 
remain until then at Mr. Sambrooke's house in Coleman Street. 
Mr. Deputy intimates that some exception has been taken to the 
sale of all the pepper and an offer made to give id per lb. more 
than was given for 150 bags. The buyers, Alderman Clarke and 
Mr. Middleton herel'pon offer to relinquish their bargain; but by 
a general erection of hands it is agreed to and confirmed. (Ii pp.) 
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A COURT OF COMMITTEES, OCTOBER 1,1641 (Court Book, vol'. 
xviii, p. 31). 

Mr. Williams requesting extension of time for the pepper he 
bought last February, he is told that the purchase having been 
made at a general court such a court alone can give the desired 
permission, but that doubtless at their next meeting they will do 
so; meanwhile a warrant is made out for delivery of the pepper. 
The Court, observing that the subscriptions for the Particular 
Voyage are not large enough to perform the work in the manner 
desired, thinks fit to call the new adventurers together and propose 
an enlargement of their subscriptions, to which end a Court of 
Committees is appointed to be held next Wednesday morning, and 
in the afternoon a court of the new adventurers, both at Sir Chris­
topher Clitherow's house; bills to this effect are ordered to be set 
up at the Exchange. Mr. Deputy desires liberty to sell to a friend 
some of the Company's indigo at the same price and time as that 
he bought at the last court of sales. As many who have under­
written for this Particular Voyage are not free of the Company 
and so by its charter not allowed to trade to the Indies, and seeing 
that none will be desirous at this time to pay for this freedom at the 
accustomed rate, it is resolved that all in this position who have 
underwritten for 5001. and upwards shall be made free on giving 
some small acknowledgement. Messrs. Markham and Sam brooke 
are desired to examine the books and what is remaining at Bantam 
and Surat upon the Joint Stock, and report next Wednesday if 
possible. All the stony pepper is sold to Mr. Benjamin Charke at 
6d. per lb. (zl pp.) 

SIR WILLIAM BOSWELL AT THE HAGUE TO SIR THOMAS ROE, 

OCTOBER ft' J641 (Publtc Record Office Dam. Chas. I, vol. 
cccc1xxxiv, No. 59)' 

Nothing is yet done here in the Merchant Adventurers' cause; 
:.1.5 little in the East India business, these standing upon our 
quitting Polorung-thinking perhaps they mclY have anything if 
they stand upon it-and I neither having power to relinquish the 
right thereof, nor holdiqg it fit that we should ever be so mean· 
hearted as to leave our first footing in those parts, and so entirely 



EAST INDIA CO_ANY 
• If • 

ours by jure etfacto, delivered to our merchants on His Majesty's 
behalf by the inhabitants, secundNne mores patrws el neaj01'Wne, 
before the Hollanders had footing thereabouts. Would we were 
once more upon our right legs at home. as I hope we shall be. 
(3PP,) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, OCTOBER 6, 1641 (Court Book, 
vol. xviii, p. 33). 

The Court orders that those mariners belonging to the pinnace 
Comfort (' taken by the Mallabars ') who have not already been 
paid are to receive their wages. Mr. Deputy is granted per­
mission to sell thirty barrels of the Company's indigo to a friend. 
Consideration had of the renewal of the Company's charter j the 
Court directs that those privileges already granted, with those 
desired, shall, with the advice of the Recorder and Serjeant 
Pheasant, be drawn up in the form of a bill for presentation to 
Parliament, with a short petition to entreat favour for furtherance 
of the said bill. An offer having been made for the defective 
ordnance, certain of the Committees are desired to see that it is 
sold to the best advantage. Anne, wife of Wilham Pearse, a 
factor at Jambi, presents a letter of attorney from her husband to 
Mr. Franklyn, one of the warders of the Tower; the Court orders 
her to be paid 501. upon account of her husband's wages, on 
condition that a bond is given for repayment if it shall be found 
upon return of the accounts that Pearse IS in the Company's debt. 
It is resolved to send the Hopewell to the Coast, Steevenli promising 
to have her ready within the month. He is directed to try the 
experiment of minglmg ground or beaten glass with 'the stuffe 
that brimms the shippe? in order to preserve her from the worm. 
William Batt to be given 151. for recovering one of the Company's 
anchors which was lost at / Gore end'. After some debate it is 
resolved to abandon the idea of freighting ships for the intended 
Voyage to the northwards and southwards, notwithstanding the 
opinion of some that doing so would save about 6001. yearly; for it 
is thought better to use the Company's own ships rather than let 
them rot or sell them to disadvantage, as although freighted ships 

1 To ' bnm ' or ' brime' a &hip was to bum off an old coating of pItch; but here the 
term u evidently exteuded tG the subsequent process of re-coatlng the surface. 



i94 COURT MINUTES, ETC., O~ THE 

receiving their lading on arrival at the several ports would be best 
and cheapest, yet, on the other hand, should they not do so but 
have to go from port to port and wait for it, then tbe charge for 
demurrage would be as great if not greater than the charge of 
the Company's own ships. It is also resolved that a factor shall 
be sent in each ship, who shall return and give account of all 
particular passages in the voyage. (2!.PP.) 

A GENERAL COURT OF THE NEW ADVENTURERS IN A 

PARTICULAR VOYAGE FOR THIS PRESENT YEAR, OCTOBER 6, 
1641 (Court Book, vol. xviii, p. 37). 

Mr. Governor expresses a wish that the assembly were larger, 
as the business of the day is of very great importance, for the book 
for subscriptions to raise stock for the Particular Voyage to the East 
Indies this year ha.s been open a good while but the time for 
underwritmg expired last Monday evening. About 67,500/. has 
been underwritten for by ninety persons; so this meeting has been 
called to obtain advice in the ordering and management of the 
business. The preamble to the book of subscriptions having bt'en 
read, a question is asked whether any sum has been underwritten 
for not in accordance therewith, whereupon it appears that M:. 
Methwold has, with the consent of the Court of Committee:., under­
written for 2,0001. on behalf of William Fremlyn, President of 
Surat; this subsLription the court will not allow, and so to avoid 
all dispute Mr. Methwold vacates it. It is also found that Richard 
Wild has underwritten for 5oot. with a proviso; the proviso is read 
and Mr. Wild told that if he will omit it he may adventure, but not 
unless; this he consents to do, whereupon by general consent it is 
decided that all subscriptions must be agreeable to the tenor of the 
preamble. The Governor desires to know who is to be appointed 
Treasurer, where the money is to be received, and how disposed of. 
Sir Nicholas Crispe remarks that he does not know who!"e lault it 
is, but something has been done to make this trade less profitable 
th~n others; he does not wish to lay the blame on the Governor, 
the Deputy, or the Committees, all of whom he regards as worthy 
men; he himself has been a Committee for many years and knows 
that they are not favoured any more tha'n the least adventurer; it 
may be the number of managers (why should not six do as mucl~ 
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as twenty?) or the charge; if the latter, it should be lessened; in 
his opinion they have nothing to 40 with Blackwall, and his advice 
is j not to looke after magnificence, but proffitt " and to choose 
six men to do all things concerning this present business. The 
Governor is of opmion that the example of the three Persia Voyages 
may be of use; these were managed by the Governor, the Deputy, 
and twenty-four Committees at a charge of one and one and a half 
per cent.; so that if 60,0001. can be sent out for 6001. (which is but 
one per cent.) it is so small a matter that none can cavil at it. This 
proposal of one per cent. causes much dispute, and after a long 
debate the Governor by desire puts it to the question whether the 
Old Stock shall be allowed one per cent. upon the quick stock to 
be sent out for managing this Particular Voyage, instead of all 
standing charges at home, as gratification to the managers of this 
business, house-rent, use of the yard at Blackwall, and all officers' 
wages; and by a general erection of hands the said allowance is 
consented to. The Court thinks fit to elect eight of the new sub­
scribers to be 'as Comittees at large', to join with the standing 
committee and to meet every Friday morning, or as often as shall 
be necessary, to consult concerning this Particular Voyage. From 
those nominated the following are chosen: Sir Nicholas Crispe, 
Mf'ssrs. George Francklyn, Thomas Burnell, Nathan Wright, Robert 
Sainthill, Roger Vivian, Robert Gardner, and Robert Abdy. Robert 
Bateman is appointed Treasurer, dnd it is ordered that the time for 
the first payment shall be between to-dayanu Monday fortnight, 
the other three according to the preamble, and that 110 money 
~hall be paid in upon discount for this Voyage without further 
order. (4 PP ) 

, A GENERALL COURT OF THE ADVENTURERS IN THE THIRD 

JOYNT STOCKE,' OCTOBl!.R 7, 1641 (Court Book, vol. xviii, p. 41). 

Mr. Governor .relates what was decided yesterday at a general 
court held by the underwriters in the Particular Voyage, including 
the allowance of one per cent to the Old Stock for home expenses. 
The Governor puts the acceptance of these terms to the court and 
they are generally consented to. It is further resolved, in case of 
any difference aris:ng between the Committees and the eight 
elected by the sub.scribers to the Particular Voyage, that eigq.t 

02, 
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more men be chosen who are interestcod equally in the Third 
Joint Stock and in this new venture, and to these sixteen 'or to 
the major part of each side' all such differences shall be referred. 
The following are nominated :-Sir J ohn Wolstenholme, Aldermen 
Gayre and Reynardson, Messrs. Wilson, Langham, Ashwell, Meth­
wold, and Massingbird. (Ii PI.) 

• A COURT OF COMMITTEES AND OF THE MIXT COMMITTEES 
FOR THE PERTICULAR VOYAGE,' OCTOBER 8, 16,p (Court B()ok, 
vol. xviii, p. 44). 

Robert, Nicholas, Roger, and John, sons of the late Alderman 
Abdy, are admitted by patrimony;'to the freedom of the Company; 
also William Cockayne, son of the Deputy Governor, and Nathaniel, 
son of Richard Wich. William Corderoy, formerly an apprentice 
to the Deputy, is admitted by service, and Ozias Churchman, 
Cordwell Hamond, and Jeffery Howland, having each underwritten 
500l. in this Particular Voyage, are admitted on payment of 51. 
apiece. Mr. Methwold being entreated, in respect of his experienl;e, 
to give his opinion as to the best way of managing the stock newly 
subscribed, says that upon the resolution of the Company to send 
out no more stock he had often thought how this East India trade 
might be upheld and had conceived a model both as to a stock and 
a voyage, and told Sir Henry Garway, Mr. Langham, and Mr. 
Kerridge, and they approving he !:let it forth in a letter and sent it to 
Surat, knowing the President there to be a man of experience and 
ability. But as the stock now underwritten for falls far short of his 
expectation, he proposes that a ship be sent forthWIth to the Coast 
of Coromande1 with a stock of I5,000l. or 2.0,0001., and that notice 
be sent by her to the President of Surat what stock is to be 
dispatched there next spring; in his opinion a shlp of about 
400 tons with stock to the value of 30,000/. would su1j:e, a.nd 
J5,ooo/. worth would be enough for Bantam. This proposal is 
variously received; some suggest that it would b~ well, if the c;tock 
is too little, to consider how it may be enlarged; while another 
rai'Jes the question of freighting ships; but finally it is agreed to 
consider the design of the voyage and not to think about freighting 
ships until the spring, for as a vessel must be dispatched speedily, 
it Will be best to send one of the Company's. Dispute ensues 



EAST INDIA C01OAN'!" 

Whether to send the HojJewelt; and on Andrew Trumbal1 giving 
a good account of her and offering to serve again as master, and 
the report of her survey and cost for reparation being approved, 
it is decided to send her to the Coast for this Voyage, with sixty 
men and provisions for ~ighteen months. Thereupon some of the 
Committees are desired to see to the provision of beer, bread, beef, 
pork, wine, &c., and to survey the said ship when they are at 
leisure to go to Blackwall, that she may be prepared with all 
convenient speed: Andrew Trumball is re-entertained as master at 
71. per month, with liberty to carry private trade to the value of 
100/., on condition that he does not invest in any of the Company's 
commodities and gives in an account of what he takes out and the 
profit he makes on it; and if at the end of the voyage he is found 
to have behaved well and made the Downs his first port, he shall 
be remembered j and now as a token of re"pcct he is made a free 
brother of the Company by service. The Court resuming con­
sideration of the smallness of the recent subscriptions, it is agreed 
that any subscriber in this Particular Voyage may add up to half 
as much again to his original sum, and it is resolved that decisions 
herein be declared by next Thursday evening. A general court 
of the underwriters in this Particular Voyage to confirm the above 
is appointed to be held this afternoon. (4! pp.) 

A GENERAL COURT OF THE NEW ADVENTURERS, OCTOBER 8, 
1641 (Court Book, vol. xviii, p. 48). 

Mr. Governor relates how the Standing and the Mixed Com­
mittees met this morning to settle important business concerning 
this Particular Voyage, when it was debated whether to enlarge the 
Stock underwritten for (it being only 65,oool.), and alk>w all those 
free of the C0111pany to subscribe, or only those who have already 
done st j and it was thought that those who had' broken the ice' 
were entitled to. enlarge their subscriptions if they pleased, for if 
there is any hope of benefit they should be the first to reap it. 
The resolutiC'n on this point, :j.rrived at by this morning's court, 
that every one who has underwritten in this Particular V 9yage may 
enlarge his adventure fifty per cent., but no more, is read and put 
by the Governor to this court and by general consent agreed to. 
Sir Nicholas Crispe remarks that as it has been agreed to give tQ 
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the Third Joint Stock one per cent. upon the quick stock sent from 
England, it is necessary to consider what shall be given to the 
factors in India, for, whether this Voyage proceeds or not, the 
charge lies on the Third Joint Stock. This causes much debate, 
some thinking that allowance should be made to the Old Stock in 
proportion to what is sent out to each place; thus at Surat, where 
the employment might be equal, the charge should be equal, but at 
Bantam and Masulipatam, where there will be little to do for the 
Old Stock, more should be allowed by this Particular Voyage. 
Finally, this question is referred to the eight Committees chosen to 
join with the Standing Committees, to be by them considered and 
reported on as soon as possible. (2 Pf.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, OCTOBER 13, 1641 (Court BQ()k, 
vol. xviii, p. 50). 

Alderman Thomas Atkins is admitted to the freedom of the 
Company by redemption, paying 51 Sir John Wolstenholme, 
A.lderman Gayre, Captain Stiles, Messrs. Ashwell, Methwold, and 
Massingbird, with any other of the Committees, are desired to 
meet and consider the alteration of the Company's charter and 
prepare the same for presentatIOn to Parliament. Thomas Clarke, 
late a factor at Ma')ultpatam, to be given 51. on account. Thomas 
Mooreton and Elizabeth his wife, formerly widow and admmi­
stratrix of Nicholas Gove, to be paid II4t. IS in full of all wages 
and debts due to the said Gove on giving a general release to the 
Company, though if anything more from this estate shall come 
into the Company's hands it shall be paid to the said administra­
tnx. (1 p.) 

'A COURT OF COMMITTEES AND OF THE MrXT COMMITTEES 

FOR THIS PERTlCULAR VOYAGE,' OCTOBER 15,1641 (Court Book, 
vol. XVIIi, p. 51). 

Aldermen Wollaston and Adams, Messrs. Richard Bogan and 
Richard Glover admitted to the freedom of the Company by 
redemption, paying st. each; Edward Lewes and Thomas Corbet, 
formerly apprentices to the late Matthew Cradocke, admitted by 
service; and the like freedom bestowed upon Thomas RUston, the 
Husband, who has served the Company about sixteen years. The 
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Court, finding that the addition agreed upon at the last general 
court does not bring the subscription up to above 80,000/., and 
thinking this too small a stock with which to prosecute this year's 
trade, takes into consideration the best way to advance this sum to< 
100,0001. It is suggested that, as many who are free of the Com­
pany take exception at not being- permitted to underwrite for this 
Voyage, everyone be allowed to do so, provided he announces his 
intention by a fixed date, ' for the Parliament they aime at liberty 
of trade,' and it is but justice to admit every free brother. It is 
also observed that as the book for subscriptions has remained open 
so long, and notices to this effect have been set up at the Exchange 
for many days, naming the date fixed for closing the liCit, no man 
has cause of complaint, and the addition wanted should be left to 
those who have already subscribed, for if all are admitted the 
stock may exceed 100,000/. To this it is answered that it would 
be better to have 'Jo,oool. too much than 5,000t. too little; and 
finally it is agreed that the present subscribers may enlarge their 
subscriptions as much as they please, and on the result being made 
known, if the amount does not come up to 100,OOO!. then all who 
have given in their names shall be permitted to underwrite for the 
sums they propose, and if the desired total is not reached then, 
every free brother shall be allowed to underwrite, but the total 
subscription not to exceed Ioo,ooot.; 'hee that comes first to bee 
first served: It is decided that the Beadle shall summon a court 
of the adventurers in this Voyage to meet to morrow morning at 
X o'clock, in order to inform them of the foregoing and to hear 
their resolution on the same. It is next considered what ships t() 

send out upon this Voyage besides the Hopewell, and it is thought 
fit that two of 400 and 300 tons respectIvely should be sent to 
Surat. The CriSpta1Z, belonging to the Third Joint Stock, is pro­
posed, and as ships suitable to be freighted the Caesar, London. 
Unzcorn, Endeavour, Exchange, and Aleppo lIIerchallt are named. 
It is agreed to s~nd one of these next spring to Surat; and as this 
will admit of no delay Mr. Deputy and certain Committees are 
desired to treat with the masters or owners of the said vessels, or 
of any others offered for freighting, and make such agreement 
as they think fit for the dispatch of one ship this year to Surat. 
Steevens, the Company's shipwright, is to be directed to look out 

I 
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(Or)-~'.~ ~ ~·.fto.tons whlc:h may be titted for Baatatn 
Jy tluI ~i&!le.lIf: N.v~, and three .of the. {:ommittees ar. 
desireti- 1p Qrovtde canvas for sails. ' . The mixed committee is 
desire8 to m~et the standirtg commIttee this and Wednesday after­
noon:to confer: about. the alterati9n of the Company's charter; 
meanwhile Messrs. Bowen and Sambrooke are directed to peruse 
the letters and acc?unts in order to see what factors are at each 
factory and what stock there is remaining in India. (3 pp.) 

'A GENERALL COURT OF THE ADVENTURERS IN THIS PER­
TICULER VOYAGE,' OCTOBER 16, 1641 (Court Book, vol. xviii, 

P·54). 
The Governor states that this court has been called in order to 

be made acquainted with some passages in this Particular Voyage 
now in agitation. The amount at first subscribed was not above 
65,000/.; which being thought too little, the time for subscribing 
was extended, but only to those who had already done so. By 
this means about 15,000/. was added, making a total of 80,4501. ; 

but this sum was also considered too small to prosecute this year's 
trade, and at yesterday's court it was debated how best to raise it 
to 100,000/. The Governor refers this point to the consideration of 
this present court, adding that if none are willing to subscribe 
more, there are many free of the Company who have been left out, 
though they have sent in their names with the sums they are 
willing to adventure, amounting in all to 1z,000/., but the Court of 
Committees and the Mixed Committees would do nothing without 
the consent of this court. The Governor adds that yesterday, when 
this matter was in dispute, there was thought to be too much stock 
to carryon part of the trade this year, but too little to undertake 
the whole to the northwards and southwards; therefore it was 
thought expedient to enlarge it, as the larger the stock the grl"ater 
will be the profit, and it is better to have too much than too little. 
For these reasons it was thought fit to extend the time of subscrip­
tior. a few days in order to advance it to 100,000/. After much 
debate it is resolved that liberty shall be given until next Wed­
nesday to the present subscribers to enlarge their subscriptions; 
and if they do not bring up the amount to 100,000/., then all free 
of the Company, including those who have already sent in their 
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nin\es, shall ~ allowed to underwrite' fo~ Whaffh~,ll$il'!"'1f '~ 
.give notice of th~ same by Thur.day evening';" llv' t~" ItOl 
to exceed 100,0001., when ' the book is to b~ croaee." ~Jtllr one 
underwriting for, another must make good the sUJ!\ ip 'Case '0£ 
default. The time for the first ~ayment of the sub6ct:iption~~ban 
be Thut'sday come sennight and the three other' paymetlts t~ be' 
according to the preamble; and If any one ~~ls to make his first 
payment on the appointed day, his name shall be crossed out and 
he shall not be admItted to adventure in this Voyage. (2 pp.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, OCTOBER 20, J641 (Court Book, 
vol. xviii, p. 57). 

Edward and Thomas Steevens and Andrew Trumball are desired 
to view the Ulysses, or any ship suitable to be sent to Bantam, and 
report to the court next Friday. Francis Day to be paid all wages 
and debts due unto him, on sealing a bond, with Mr. Methwold as 
his security, to save the Company harmless from 1,500 rials of 
eight, a supposed error in his accounts, which he is to make good 
if it shall justly appear to be in his accounts since his departure 
from the Coast. (! p.) 

A GENERAL COURT OF SALES, OCTOBER 21, 1641 (Collrt Book, 
vol. xviii, p. 58). 

Sale of stony, long, and light pepper, dust of wet and dry 
pepper, gum-lac, sugar, 'aloes succatrina', cubebs, dust of cloves, 
and cotton wool, with prices and names of purchasers. (1 p.) 

, A COURT OF COMMITTEES AND OF THE MIXT COMMITTEES: 

OCTOBER Z2, 1641 (Court Book, vol. xviii, p. 59). 

Certain of the Committees are desired to hire mariners for this 
Particular Voya~e. Thomas Handson and Thomas Thatcher are 
accepted as securities for long pepper and dust of cloves. Mr. Man's 
parcel of coral to be examined with the help of Francis Day, and 
if found suitable and the price reasonable to be bought for the 
Company. Robert Smith, John Brett, Thomas Princeps, and 
Richard Hunt, having underwritten for 500/. in this Particular 
Voyage, are admitted to the freedom of the Company by redemp-
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tion, each paying st.; Henry, son of Robert Bowyer, is admitted by 
patrimony; Francis Day, who has served the Company as a factor 
seven years, and Edward Browne, tormerly an apprentice to Sir 
J ames Cambell, are admitted by service. Certain Committees are 
desired to endeavour to settle the difference between James Cox 
and the Company. Francis Day, being well experienced in the. 
trade on the Coast, and having undel written for [jool. in this 
Voyage, is nominated to go as factor in the Hopewell, to take 
account of the voyage and return in her; he is asked what salary 
he would expect for this service, and rephes '1.001. a year, with 
liberty to carry out private trade to the value of 1001. Being 
requested to withdraw, consideration is had of the great wrong 
done to the Company by this practice of private trade, especially 
when indulged in by factors, and it is unanimously resolved that 
henceforth no factor shall be permitted any private trade either in 
the outward or homeward voyage or when in the Indies. It is 
further resolved to give Day 400/., should this voyage be con­
cluded in eighteen, nineteen, or twenty months, and in the eve:1t 
of it continuing more than two years, at the expiration of that time 
to allow him '1.001. per annum, on condition that if he indulges in 
private trade either directly or indirectly he shall not only forfeit 
his wages but his adventure of 5001. also. The Governor acquaints 
Mr. Day with these resolutions, and he willingly accepts the salary 
and promises faithfully to obey all commands and directions, but 
requests permi~sion to take out a pipe or two of wine and a butt or 
two of beer to give to some friends at the Coast, and asks the Com­
pany to take some cloths off his hands, which he knows will sell 
very well there; the Court promises that the cloths shall be viewed 
and answer given him concerning them, but with regard to the 
wine and beer no resolutIOn is arrived at. On Day's departure 
Andrew Trumball is called in and told of the entertainment of the 
former with the accompanying conditions; he is enjoined to be 
very circumspect and hmder all attempts at private trade as much 
as; possible, more especially as he is favoured by being allowed to 
take out some to the value of 1001. Trumball declares that, if he 
does not act up to these injunctions, it will be just for him to 
forfeit his adventure also. After much debate it is generally 
agreed that a ship of between zoo tons and 330 tons shall be 
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bought to be dispeeded to Bantam; and some of the Committees. 
are entreated to look out for such a vessel, and that no time may 
be lost others are desired to see that all necessary provisions are 
speedily prepared for her. (3111.) 

'A COURT OF COMMITTEES AND OF THE MIXT COMMITTEES,' 

OCTOBER 27, 1641 (Court Book, vol. xviii, p. 62). 

At the request of Mr. John Diggs that the differences in question 
between his father, the late Sir Dudley Diggs, and the Company 
may be settled, Alderman Reynardson, William Ashwell, and 
William Garway are directed to do this if possible, and if not to 
report concerning the matter. Mr. Pmson desiring that his accounts 
with the Company may be cleared, he is told that when he gives 
a written answer to the objections made against him this shall be 
done; whereupon he promises that the same shall be ready by 
this day sennight. Stephen Bolton and Thomas Bromfeild, having 
each underwritten for 5001 in this Particular Voyage, are admitted 
to the freedom of the Company on payment of st. al-'iece, Ben­
jamin De La N oy, formerly apprentice to Derricke Host, is 
admitted by service; and Samuel, son of Francis Manning, by 
patrimony. Richard and Thomas Allen and William Shower 
accepted as securities for pepper. A letter is read from Richard 
Wild, expressing his readiness to end the differences by submitting 
himself to the judgement of the Court; the Committees, inclined 
to favour him as much as pOSSible wlthuut waiving the general 
release already given by him, order a warrant to be made out for 
his first diVision according to his subscription; and as some of 
the points in dispute can only be settled by a general court, 
certain Committees are desired to prepare this business by the 
next general c{Jurt. Mr. Garway's question, whether the coral 
bought at Leghorn shall be brought to England as the adventure 
of the Third Joirt Stock or of this Particular Voyage, is referred 
to the consideration of the Standing and Mixed Committees, who 
are to meet this afternoon. There being so much business in 
agitation, it is resolved that cOllrts be held three times a week, 
on Mondays, \Vednegdays and Fridays,and the Mixed Committees 
are to attend all until the Hopewell IS dispeeded. The buying or 
freighting of a ship to be sent to Bantam is left to the discretion 
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of the Committees appointed to consider this matter at the last 
court. (2 pp.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES WITH THE MIXT COMMITTEES,' 
OCTOBER 30, 16.p (Court Book, vol. xviii, p. 65). 

The Court considers a motion made on behalf of Lord Say and 
Seale, who desires to underwrite for 2,000/. in this Particular 
Voyage, he having been out of town and not knowing of the book 
which had been kept open for subscriptions. The Corrtmittees 
present incline to concede His Lordship's request, as he is always 
ready to perform any good office for the Company, but there not 
being a full court decision herein is deferred. A letter is read 
from Edward Misselden, desiring the favour of the Company with 
respect to the brakes incurred on his adventure during his absence 
abroad, and stating his read mess to serve the Company at all 
times, and that for some such services he has incurred the ill will 
of great men, both at home and abroad. Mr. Sam brooke reports 
that the said brokes only amount to 17/' or 181., and Sir John 
Wolstenholme promises to inform Misselden of this and hea.r 
what he has to say. (I p.) 

'A COURT OF COMMITTEES WITH THE MIXT COMMITTEES,' 
NOVEMBER I, 1641 (Court Book, vol. xviii, p. 66). 

After much debate it is resolved that the cost of the coral 
bought at Leghorn shall be borne by thIS Particular Voyage and 
not by the Old Stock, the court taking into consideration the good 
to be reaped by having such a commodity ready bought, which 
never yields less than eighty per cent. profit, sometimes even 
a hundred; therefore it is decided to pay the Third Joint Stock 
for it out of the second payment due next Christmas at the rate 
of +S. 6d. per dollar, all charges included, when the coral is shipped. 
Certain Committees are de~ired to provide fort:¥ or fifty broad­
cloths to be sent in the Hopewell to the Coast, and to examine 
anc buy those offered by Francis Day, if they are suitable; others 
are desired to buy quicksilver, vermilion, and elephants' teeth for 
dispatch in the same vessel; and Mr. Bowen and the Husband, 
with the advice of Mr. Day, to provide looking-glass, 'ammell' 
[enamel), amber, and knives. (Ii pp.) 
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A COURT OF COMMITTEES WITH THE MIXT COMMITTEES;' 
NOVEMBER 3, 1641 (Court Book, vol. xviii, p. 68). 

Peter, son of Giles Vandepitt, and Edward Ford, who have 
underwritten for 5001. in this Particular Voyage, are admitted to 
the freedom of the Company on payment of 51. each. The Court 
resolves to send 15,000/. quick stock in the Hopewell to the Coast. 
Francis Day is permitted to pay in his sUbicription of 5001. to this 
Particular Voyage upon discount. (! p.) 

'A COURT OF COMMITTEES WITH THE MIXT COMMITTEES,' 
NOVEMBER 6, 1641 (Court Book, vol. xviii, p. 69)' 

Mr. Ashwell reports that he with Messrs. Methwold and Vivian 
treated this morning with Messrs. Fownes, Yard, and Man about 
buying the ship Joktt and Thomas, now in St. Saviour's dock, 
agreeing to give for her 2,800l, half to be paid withm a week after 
she has been viewed, the remamder about the middle of next 
J anualY· The Court approves and orders the said ship to be 
examined next Monday by Steevens, the shipwright, John Muck­
nell (whom it is proposed to elect as her master for the voyage to 
Bantam), and Boatswain Ingram; if she is found fit for the Com­
pany's service, they are to sail her down to Blackwall; she shall 
be allowed sixty-five men and be provisioned for eighteen months. 
Ordered that the proportIon of men for the Hopewell be fifty-five. 
Certain Committees are entreated to read the Company's letters 
and report on the quantity of cordage and other slor<"s sent for 
Bantam in the Reformatwn, Wzlltam, and Mary, and the numb~r 
of men remaining after the sailing of the ships; while Messrs. Sam­
brooke and Markham are requested to give an account of the 
stock remaining at Surat and Bantam after the departure from 
thence of the last ships, and of the tonnage at both places to bring 
away the said stock. Rogel' Calcott, administrator to Robert 
Coulson, to be paid 20/., part of the said Coulson's estate, and given 
the rings in custody of the r;ompany. The accusations from the 
Black Book against Gerald Pmson, with his written answers to 
each, are read; and since the Court wishes to settle with him, 
as he has served the Company sixteen years in India and has now 
been home seventeen months, Sambrooke is directed to prepare an 
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account of his salary by next M~nday, and Markham to read the 
account of the expenses at the Coast during his agency there, with 
the letter from the President and Council at Bantam on his return, 
that this matter may be determined. Ten tons of lead, at Io/. 16s. 
per ton, bought from Gilb~t Moorewood to be shipped in the 
Hopewell. (l pp.) 

• A COURT OF COMMITTEES WITH THE MIXT COMMITTEES,' 
NOVEMBER 8,1641 (Court Book, vol. xviii, p. 71). 

Upon the minutes of the court at which Lord Say desired to 
underwrite for 2,000/. in this Particular Voyage being read, in­
formation is given that Lord Brookes is also desirolts of subscribing 
1,0001. to the same Voyage, he too having been out of town at the 
time the book for subSCrIptions was open and not knowing of it ; 
whereupon Sir Nicholas Crispe and Mr. Deputy are requested to 
wait on Lord Say and ask him to underWrite for the 3,000/., viz., 
2,0001. for himself and 1,0001. for Lord Brookes. Consideration is 
then had of what ships are fitting to be sent out thi~ year for this 
Particular Voyage besides the Hopewell designed for the Coast ann 
the vessel bought from Mr. Man and intended for Bantam. After 
much dispute it is resolved to send two ships to Surat, one to be 
set out by the Company and the other to be freighted, both to 
be about 400 tons burden. It is proposed that the Company shall 
send the Crtspzan, as she has been valued and is now in dock being 
repaired; but the Court, not wishing to prejudice either the Old 
Stock or this Particular Voyage, desires that the Mixed Com­
mittees appointed for the latter and the eight appointed by the 
adventurers in the Third Joint Stock, or as many of them as can, 
should go to-morrow to Blackwall, view the said ship, and report 
their opinions next Wednesday. A debate follows concerning the 
ship to be freighted, when the London, the Unicorn, the E,zdeavour, 
the Aleppo Merchant, the Freeman and the Caesar are named; to 
avoid loss of time all the Committees are reque~ted to endeavour 
to arrive at some agreement with the master or owner of one 
of these ships, or of any vessel of about 400 tuns burden, that one 
may be freighted for Surat. The Court also resolves to have the 
principal care of whosoever goes as master in this ship, as also 
-the approving of two of his mates t and decides that for every 
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hundred tons burden twenty men shall be allowed and so in pro­
portion, and that none shall be left in the country; and that in case 
it is necessary to freight a ship for Bantam then twenty-two men 
shall Lc allowed for every hundred tons; but this is left for future 
discussion. The tonnage for Surat is,. considered, and in particular 
the number of calicoes to bE! reckoned as a ton, and it is decided 
that 600 pieces, one with another, fine, coarse, broad or narrow, 
shall be accounted as one ton, and that the refit of the goods shall 
be reckoned according to the Turkey tonnage. Certain Com­
mittees are requested to buy sixty cloths to be sent this year to 
Surat, of the colours specified in the last advices, and these 
Mr. Bowen is to write out; and Gilbert Moorewood is desired 
to provide 600 pigs of lead. All applicants for the place of purser 
or steward in the Hopewell to attend the court next Wednesday, 
the day appointed for election. Mr. Holloway moves for a ship of 
400 or 500 tons to be prepared for dispatch to Bantam, he sup­
posing that there will be more goods ready at that place than the 
ships there will be able to bring away, and promising that, if his 
supposition is wrong, and the ships return with dead freight, he will 
make good the damage, the Court approves and promises to con­
sider this matter. Mr. Deputy reports that a friend of his has 
offered 4S. per lb. for the Company's cloves and to pay for them 
before Christmas; he is desired to try to induce his friend to raise 
the price and told that this bus1n(,ss shall be concluded at the next 
court. (3i pp.) 

'A COURT OF COMMITTEES WITH THE MIXT COMMITTEES,' 

NOVEMBER 10,1641 (Court Book, vol. xviii, p. 75). 

The Court, understanding that the Hopewell is launched, orders 
that her mariners be paid their imprest money next Monday. 
Arthur Bulkly, well recommended by Robert and Richard Bate­
man, is entertained as purser for the Hopewell, and Henry Bassano, 
late steward's mate in the Crtspian, as steward, on condition that 
they do aU in their power to hinder private trade (which if they 
indulge in themselves they forfeit their wages), and enter into 
a bond with security to this effect; they willingly agree and accept 
the places. Bulkley;s told to take an inventory of all stores and 
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provisions io the ship; so that at his return home he !DAY.pe able 
to render an account of everything taken from or put into the 
Hopewell, to the end that this Vorage may not wrOng the Third ' 
Joint Stock or vice versa. Messrs. Wright and Vivian ar~ desired 
to take whom they please of the Committees or shIpwrights and 
go to Blackwall to view the Crispian, and report by next Friday as 
to her suitability for dispatch to Surat upon this Particular Voyage, 
and if they do not think her fit for this purpose to seek for some 
other vessel. Upon notice that the Blessing, bought fr-om Messrs. 
Fownes and Yard, is, in the opinion of Steevens and others, fit for 
the Company's service, John Mucknell is ordered, with the assist­
ance of Boatswain Ingram. to take her at the first opportunity to 
one of the large docks at Blackwall. The Court considers Mr. Hol­
loway's proposition made at the last court to send a ship to Bantam 
upon the ThIrd Joint Stock's account, when he promised to make 
good all loss should she return with a dead freight, which promise 
he now withdraws unless the Company will agree to send s,eool. 
stock in the ship towards procuring her lading for Europe; after 
some debate Mr. Deputy puts it to the question whether in tbe 
opinion of those present there will be stock at Bantam more than 
sufficient to lade the 1,600 tons of shipping now there, and the 
majority reply in the negative. Henry Fetherstone, who has 
underwritten for 5001. in this Particular Voyage, is admitted to the 
freedom of the Company by redemption on paying Sl. Francis 
Day to be refunded 4271. I8s., paid by him for cloth. Resolved 
that the following conditions be agreed upon between the Company 
and the masters or owners of ships to be freighted, viz., for Surat 
twenty men to every hundred tons: the ship to sail from Gravesend 
the first of March and be laden from Surat the last of January, if 
not sooner: the tonnage to be reckoned after the Turkey tonnage: 
the ship to be furnished with money for supply of provisions in the 
country at 5s. per dollar: no primage to be given: two mates to 
be approved by the Company and no private trade permitted. For 
Bantam twenty-two men for every hundred tons j all other con­
ditions to be the same as those for Surat, except as regards the 
time for departure and return of the ship. (31 pp.) 



EAST INDIA. COMPANY 

A tOUR~ OF COMMITTEES, NOVEMBER 12,1641 (Court BOOR, 
vol. xviii, p. 78). 

An application regarding the estate of the late Robert Coulson 
is referred to Messrs. Ashwell and Middleton, who before examined 
these accounts. Certain Committees, two to be adventurers in the 
Old Stock and two in this Particular Voyage, are directed to treat 
with Captain John Steevens, commander of the L01tdon, or with 
any other owner of shipping, about freighting a ship for Surat, and 
if no agreement is come to, to see about buying a vessel for the 
purpose. Mr. Blunt, on behalf of one who wishes to remain anony­
mous, offers to buy all the Company's cloves at 4S. 4id. per lb. on 
condition of being made a free brother gratis; but this price is 
considert'd too low. As none of the Mixed Committees are present, 
the Court directs that they be asked to attend next Monday, in order 
that the allowance to be made to the Old Stock for their factors and 
other assistance in this Particular Voyage may be resolved on. The 
motion made to appoint Gerald Pmson to go in this voyage in the 
Joh1t a1zd Thomas to Bantam, thence to Surat and back to Bantam 
and return home in the same ship, is approved but not resolved 
on. The Court orders the Yohn a1td Thomas [the ' Blessifl~' t're the 
margin] to be brimmed with broken glass; and certain rumoured 
misbehaviour of Andrew Coggan to be examined into. (z pp.) 

'A COURT OF COMMITTEES AND OF 'lHE MIXT COMMITTEES,' 
NOVEMBER 15, 1641 (Court Book, vol. xviii, p. 80). 

Bread and beer to be allowed to the men employed in the Hope­
well, to obviate the necessity of their going ashore for dinner. 
Mr. Wright reports that he and Mr. Vivian with some 'seamen' 
have viewed the Crispian and find that she may be serviceable 
for a voyage of thirty-three months, but he desires that two adven­
turers in the Third Joint Stock and two in this Particular Voyage 
may be nominated to make a new valuation of her hull and of all 
her provisions. This being approved of, Peter Pett and John 
Southam are appointed for the Third Joint Stock and Captain 
J ourden and Captain Crawly for the Particular Voyage; and certain 
other Committees are requested to go with them to Blackwall 
when this valuation is to be made. To prevent loss of tiMrt V, 

•• C.Jf. II p 
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dispatch of this ship, the remaining Committees are desired to see 
that beef and pork be provided for ninety men for eighteen months. 
Mr. Vivian is directed to corne prepared next Wednesday with his 
proposition to freight the Aleppo J{crehant for Surat, and Mr Bate­
man, one of the owners of the Endeavour, with his for freighting 
that ship, .,he being expected hourly from Hamburg. Francis Day 
is given leave to take with him in the Hopewell two butts of beer 
and one pipe of Canary wine free of freight, to be examined by one 
of the Committees before being shipped. The Court considers 
what allowance is to be made by this Particular Voyage to the 
Third Joint Stock for the assIstance of its factors in the Indies, 
the use of its small shipping, warehouses, and all other helps; and 
after long debate resolves that for all goods laden for Europe, a cer­
tain sum, so much per cent., shall be paid in the Indies at the last 
port as the goods cost 'first penny', but the exact amount not 
being agreed upon, Sir John Wolstenholme and the Committees nomi­
nated by the general court are entreated to join with Sir Nichola!> 
Crispe and the Committees appointed by the adventurers in this 
Particular Voyage to consider and resolve on this matter neAt 

Wednesday morning. (I! pp) 

• A COURT OF COMMITTEES AND OF THE MrXT COMMITTEES,' 

NOVEMliER 17, 1641 (Cottrt Book, vol. xviii, p. 82). 

Permission is given to a Persian and his servant to go in the 
Hopewell to the Coast of Coromandel, they to provide all their own 
food. James W oodcot to be paid 6/. 13s. 4d. for salvage of cloves 
which were cast away in the Pals grave at Plymouth, and for freight 
of sixteen pieces of linen from' Rhone' [Rouen?] to London, which 
were bartered for the said cloves. William Boulton and William 
Christmas, having each underwritten for sool. in this PartIcular 
Voyage, are admitted to the freedom of the Company by redemp­
tion on payment of Sl. apiece. Dehate is resumed as to what 
.1]Jowance shall be made to the Third J oint Stock by thiS Particular 
V 0yage in return for the use of factors, warehouses, and all other 
accommodations in the Indies, much diversity of opinion is ex­
pressed, and it is proposed that the Mixed Committees, appointed 
by this Particular Voyage, now present should join with as many 
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of the eight Standing Committees appointed by the Third Joint 
$tock as are in court, and withdraw to consider this point amongst 
themselves. This is done, and after much dispute it is agreed 
that this Particular Voyage shall allow six per cent. by way of 
• provision' to the Third Joint Stock upon all goods laden for 
Europe as they cost first penny in the Indies, to be paid to the 
factors at the ports where the goods are laden, in return for the use 
of factors, warehouses, and all other accommodations belonging to 
the Third Joint Stock, together with the use of all small shipping, 
men, stores, and provisions in the ships or on shore, with all 
ammunition, cables, &c.; but in case the said ships shall be in 
want of men, ammunition, and stores at the time this Particular 
Voyage has occasion to use them, these shall be supplyed by this 
Particular Voyage, which when completed may claim all things 
remaining so provided by it. Mr. Millett, master of the Aleppo 
Mere/taut, offers his ship upon freight for Surat, but the Court 
comes to no decision. (z pp.) 

'A COURT OF COMMITTEES WITH THE MrXT COMMITTEES,' 

NOVEMBER 19, 1641 (Cottrt Book, vol. xviii, p. 84). 

Francis Day is granted permission to take with him in the 
Hopewell as his servant Francis Day, Junior, a good writer and 
accountant, who is entertained at 20S per month on condition that 
Mr. Day, Senior, stands security for his not indlJJgmg in private 
trade and for his returning in the same ship. A general court to be 
summoned for next Friday afternoon for the election of a Governor. 
Sir John Wolstenholme and Mr. Saynthill are desired to confer 
with Mr. WhitJocke and Mr. Maynard, members of the House of 
Commons, about the Privy Seal which is ready drawn concerning 
the return of impost upon the exportation of East India goods, 
and other particulars, that the House may be acquainted with the 
Company's desire and the same passed in the next Act granted to 
the King for tonnage and pOl.lndage. Messrs. Kerridge and Meth­
wold are desired to meet Mr. Millett, a member of the Exchange, 
at the Exchange this afternoon, to endeavour to settle with him 
about freighting his ship, the Aleppo Merchant, for Surat. (1 p.) 

p .., 
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I\. COURT OF COMMITTEES WITH THE MIXT COMMITTEES: 
NOVEMBER 22, 1641 (Court Book, vol. xviii, p. 86). 

Mr. Methwold desires that Mr. Fremlyn, President at Surat, may 
be permitted to adventure 2,000/. in this Particular Voyage; after 
consideration the Court consents to this, on condition that 
Mr. Fremlyn pays into the Company's cash at Surat 8,000 rials 
of eight' Civil! money', which at the rate of 5s. per ria! is 2,000/. 

Mr. Methwold undertakes to make good this sum in case of 
default; but, as the matter cannot be concluded without the con­
sent of the adventurers in this Particular Voyage, who before 
refused to allow it, Mr. Deputy is requested to put it to the general 
court next Friday. Sir Nicholas Crispe reporting that }-Ie has 
underwritten for Lord Say in this Voyage I,ooot., this subscription 
is allowed and confirmed. Andrew Trumball to be given sol. for 
making the Downs his first port on returning from the last voyage, 
and to be allowt:d, as formerly, a quarter cask of canary for this 
voyage. Mr. Saynthill offers the E%perz'mce or the Harry B"'t­
adve1tture for freighting to Surat, at 301. per ton for all goods 
except pepper, for which he asks 201. per ton, 16 cwt. to the ton, 
and a warrant for sixty tons, or to be paid dead freight for a~ 
much as he shall want; the master and mariners to be allowed the 
same amount of private trade as the Caesar's men were in pro­
portion to the tonnage of the ship, and not to be responsible for 
any damage to the goods; if these conditions are not agreeable 
then he is willing to sell either of the said ships; hereupon Steevens 
is ordered to examine the E%penence and the Harry Bonadventurc 
or any other vessel in the river, and report on them as soon as 
possible, and then Mr. Saynthill's proposals shall be further con­
sidered. A sapphire ring given by the late Edward Falkoner, 
formerly purser in the Blessing, to Sir Nicholas Crispe. one seal 
ring given by the late John Bincks to his brother Thomas, a 
<sheriff's officer, and a ruby ring given by the late John Smith to 
Thomas Browne, a gentleman living at Thorpewater in N orthamp­
tonshire, all three in a 'scrutore' belonging to Thomas Clarke in 
the custody of the Company, are ordered to be delivered to their 
several owners. (~!Pp.) 
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A. COURT OF COMMITTEES WITH THE MIXT COMMITTEES,' 

NOVEMBER 26, 1641 (Court Book, vol. xviii, p. 88). 

John Mucknell is chosen master of the ship bought from 
Messrs. Fowncs and Yard for dispatch to Bantam [tke 'Blessi"K' 
tit the margt"n] at a salary of 61. ISS. 4d. per month, with liberty to 
carry private trade to the vallie of 501., provided that none of the 
Company's special commodities or those laden in the vessel be 
taken by him. A list of the goods Mucknell intends to take is 
presented and approved. All endeavours to procure a ship to 
freight having proved futile, certain Committees are desired either 
to provide such a ship to freight for Surat or to buy one suitable 
for that purpose. Thomas Skynner to be paid, according to a 
former agreement, 1001. from the salary due to Thomas Merry, 
Agent in Persia. (I p.) 

A GENERAL COURT, NOVEMBER 26,1641 (Court Book, vol. xviii, 
p.89)· 

Mr. Deputy intimates that the chief cause why this court has 
been called is to elect a Governor in the place of Sir Christopher 
Clitherowe, deceased 1; but before doing so there are one or two 
matters to be settled. The first is concerning the 2,0001. subscribed 
to this Particular Voyage on behalf of Mr. Fremlyn, which was 
vacated by a former general court but has since been considered 
by the Standing and Mixed Committees, who are in favour of 
it, for a great part of this Voyage will be upon the credit of 
Mr. Fremlyn, who has been in India fifteen years and acquired 
some estate, and it is thought wiser to favour him by letting hhll 
adventure this sum rather than that he should bring home his 
estate in private trade. On being put to the question, this sub­
scription is agreed to by a general erection of hands. Mr. Deputy 
further intimates that for many years there has been some dispute 
between the Ccmpany and Richard Wild, the late President at 
Surat, about a tine imposed on the latter on his return to England, 
whereupon he gave a general release, but has since petitioned many 
times for a mitigation of the same; this being referred to six Com­
mittees, five of them have given in a report dated the 15th inst. to 

1 Clitherow died on Ncvember II, 16.p (Smyth's Obituary). The laat meeting he 
attended wa.s on tbe 6th of \ bat month. 
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the following effect: that Richard WIld having underwtittel1 
2,OOO!. in the Third Joint Stock and only paid in 1,250/., because of 
losses sustained and also on account of some difference depending 
between himself and the Company, the aforesaid Committees are 
of opinion that in respect of these losses and of the great charge 
of the fine imposed, the Company should make good Mr. Wild's 
former subscription of 2,000! , that he may receive all divisions due 
upon it, and that his bond for 2301. should be delivereG up to be 
cancelled. Thereupon a Committee (not one of the five) remarks 
that Wild served the Company seven years in India, and received 
1001. the first year; the second year he was made Accountant and 
continued so three years, but only received lOot. a year, where 
others had been paid zool. for the 5ame services; afterwards he 
served as President for three years, and yet was only allowed 1001. 
per annum, while others had been paid at the rate of 5001. per 
annum; that when he was abroad the stock was not worth ahove 
60 [sic], but by his industry in dispatching so many shipe; in one year 
he raised it to 112. The report is then put to the question and 

. generally confirmed, and Mr. Wild returns his humble thanks f0r 
the love shown to him. Mr. Deputy desiring that some able mer. 
be nominated for election as Governor, Sir Henry Garway, Sir John 
Wolstenholme, Alderman Gayre, Sir Nicholas Crispe, and Alder­
man Reynard~on are named. The choice falls between Sir Henry 
Garwayand Alderman Gayre; and the Court resolving to dectde 
by scrutiny it is found that Sir Henry Garway has forty-two hands 
in his favour to Alderman Gayle's twenty-five; on which Sir John' 
Wolstenholme is desired to go with three or four others and 
acquaint Sir Henry with his election and dee;ire him to come and 
take the oath; but on this being done, he desires leave to think 
over it and give answer next Wednesday.! (z~pp.) 

COMMISSION AND INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE EAST INDIA 

COMPANY TO ANDREW TRUMBALL, MASTER OF tHE HOPEWELL, 

lNoVEMBER) 1641 (Mart'ne Records, lvliscellalleous, vol. iv, No. 19). 

Trumbal1 is furnished with authority from the King to rule and 
govem in the Hopewell, which has been completely provisioned and 

1 EVIdently he consented, {or at the next court (December r) he took his seat as 
Governor. 
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manned for the voyage. He is directed -to make with all expe­
dition for Masulipatam, but being (a profest master' in the art of 
navigation the course is left to his own discretion, except that on 
approaching the equator he is ordered' to passe the circle betwcene 
six and nine degrees to the west of the Lizard meridian', and not 
to go into Saldania Bay L Table Bay], but to make for the Bay of 
Augustine, where better accommodation for watering, &c., is to be 
had. He is given directio09 for control of the mariners, and 
concerning the estates of any who shall die during the voyage ~ 
concerning stores, provisions, and private trade shipped in ltis 
vessel; and concerning the appointment of a commander in case of 
his own death. He 15 instructed to keep a true account of each 
day's navigation and of all material occurrences, and present these to 
the Company on his return. On the arrival of the Hopewell at the 
Coast as many men as can be spared art: to be allowed to assist in 
manning the ships there; but on her departure for Bantam they 
are to be recalled to their original posts, together with all provisions 
remaining over from what has been lent. On arriving at Madras­
patam, or wherever the Agent and Council are residmg, Trumball 
and Francis Day are to use all possible dIligence in landing at each 
several factory what the Agent there and Mr. Day shall think 
fitting. so that if necessary the ship may proceed to the Bay of 
Bengal to visit and supply the factors there and return with the 
first of the monsoon to the Coast. From thence to go to Persia, 
either with the Company's or freight goods, with all possible 
'expedition that Gombroon may be 'timely' reached atld the ship 
return in reasonable time to the Coast. On the return from Per~ia 
to the Coast, which will be presumably in May, J643, Trumball is 
to demand of the Agent and factors not only the goods designed 
for England but those also for Bantam and the southern factories, 
and to have all ready by the end of July, that by the first of August 
the ship may procef'd to Bantam and there arrive through the 
gUIdance of God before the end of September, where pepper 
sufficient to fill up will doubt~("ss be found, and so the voyage from 
thence to England may be undertaken by the beginning of 
December at the furthest. No one is to be taken aboard the ship 
or landed at any of the factories without the knowledge and (XQICnt 
of the Company. (Signed and sealed. 18/'1.) 
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. A COURT OF COMMITTEES WITH THE "MIXT COMMITTEES,' 

DECEMBER I, 1641 (Court Book, vol. xviii, p. 92). 

Francis Smethwicke transfers to Robert Lant the profits of 100/. 
adventure in the Third Joint Stock, of which the principal is taken 
out. Robert, spn of Robert Fotherby, is chosen purser of the ship 
designe9 for Bantam. (ip.) 

'A COURT OF COMMITTEES WITH THE MIXT COMMITTEES,' 

DECEMBER 3, 164 1 (Court Book, vol. xviii, p. 92). 

Edward Abbott's adventure of .'5,000/. in the Third Joint Stock, 
[blank] being taken out, is ordered to be transferred to his 
father, Sir Morris Abbott, with all profits, on the latter paying the 
Company the sum of 2,9241. 14s. 6d. owing by his son Edward. 
Sir Morris asks that the interest accruing for non-payment of this 
money may be remitted, but if not he will pay it; the Court, 
though inclined to grant this request, comes to no decision. 
George, son of George Chaundler, is admitted to the freedom of 
the Company by patrimony. Mr. Ashwell reports the result of hi.) 
consultation with Messrs. Middleton and Massingberd concerning 
the dispute between Gerald Pinson and Thomas Clarke, where­
upon Pinson is directed to prepare his account by the next court, 
according to the opinion of the referees, and then an absolute 
conclusion shall be made with him. This day week appointed for 
election of a master and other officers for the Crtspzan, and for 
a steward for the shi!) for Bantam. (Ii pp.) 

RICHARD BROWNE, ENGLISH AMBASSADOR IN PARIS, TO 

SECRETARY VANE, DECEMBER fa-, 1641 (Public Record Office: 
Dom. Chas. I, vol. ccccIxxxvi, No. J 8). 

Yesterday an advocate in the Admiralty of my acquaintance 
brought me word that the owners of a French srip worth 4-0,coo 
crowns taken by the East India Company came to have him of their 
counsel in the suit they intended to commence in this Admiralty 
[Court], which he refused, in regard he was always retained for the 
English nation. He could not acquaint me with all the particu. 
lars, but, by what I heard from him, I fear it will prove an untoward 
business. (i p.) 
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I A COURT OF COMMITTEES WITH THE MIXT COMMITTEES, 
DECEMBER 8, X641 (Court Book, vol. xviii, p. 94). 

The ship bought from Messrs. Fownes and Yard, being ready to 
be launched, is named the Blessing. A gentleman appearing on 
behalf of the administrator of the late William Gi,bson desires an 
account of all that belongs to the said Gibson's estate; he is told 
that he may, with any friend who is an accountant, see Gibson's 
account, and if he cannot settle this matter satisfactorily with 
Mr. Sambrooke the Court will endeavour to do so. (i p.) 

'A COURT OF COMMITTEES WITH THE MIXT COMMITTEES,' 
DECEMBER 10, 1641 (Cottrt Book, vol. xviii, p. 95). 

J ames Cox to be paid 5001. upon account of his first and second 
divisions in the Third Joint Stock. Thomas Steevens entertained 
as master in the Crisplan at a salary of 8t. per month, with liberty 
to spend 1001. in private trade, on condition that before departing 
he delivers in a note of what goods he is taking and another note 
to the same effect on his return, and agrees not to trade in any of 
the Company's goods, or in any that the Crzsp£an is laden with. 
Thomas Thomblins chosen purser for the Cnspian, with Luke Pynn 
as his mate, and Thomas Fitch as steward. John, son of the late 
John Cappur, is entertained as a writer at a salary of z5s. per 
month, to go to Bantam in the Btessz'ng under the merchant 
employed in that ship, and to return in heT; and John Mantell, 
formerly purser's mate in the Crzspzan, is entertairu-d in a like 
capacity for Surat at the same salary. The owners and master of 
the Aleppo Mere/zant, hired upon freight for Surat, to be allowed to 
bring her into the Company's dock at Blackwall, to make use 
of the slaughter-house, furnace, and all other accommodations, 
provided that an account be kept by Mr. Fotherby of all damage 
done, that satisfaction for the same may be had from the said 
owners. ( l!- pp~) 

SIR WILLIAM BOSWELL AT THE HAGUE TO SIR THOMAS ROE, 
DECEMBER H, x64x (PI/bIte Record OjJite: Dom. Chas. I, vol. 
cccclxxxvi, No. 53). 

Monsieur Somerdyck is in great extremity and like to leave the 
world, which crosses my East India business still more and more., 
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Ambassador Joachimi is still here, and r believe will be till 
H. Henvliet's advice comes; whose industry and circumspection 
never sleepeth. 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES WITH THE MIXT COMMITTEES, 
DECEMBER 15, 1641 (Court Book, vol. xviii, p. 96). 

Henry Kedington, formerly employed as steward to Greenland, 
is chosen steward for the Blessmg, and William Cary, who has 
served the Company eighteen years, is entertained as steward's 
mate in the Crt'spian. Joseph Cocke transfers to Richard Davies, 
merchant, the profits of his adventure of 1,0001. in the Third Joint 
Stock. (! p.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES WITH THE MIXT COMMITTEES, 
DECEMBER 17, 1641 (Court Book, vol xviii, p. 97). 

Sir John Wolstenholme and Messrs. Ashwell and Methwold are 
desired to deliver to Sir Edward Nicholas the petition to be exhi­
bited to the King concerning the restitution of imposts and other 
favours now read, and entreat him to present it to His Majesty. 
Mr. Holloway is appointed a Committee for Blackwall Yard in the 
place of Mr. Mun, dec("ased. l Mr. Pmson presenting several 
written exceptions to the account given him by Sam brooke, these 
ale referred to the Committees before appointed to examine his 
affairs; they withdraw, but leturn 5hortly and report that they 
have adjusted the account to Pinson's satisfaction, upon which the 
Court orders that he be paid all that is due to him. Mr. Pinson 
then represents his various services to the Company, for which he 
desires some consideration; he is granted 2001. and is entertained 
to go to Bantam in the Blessmg at a salary of 2501. per annum (on 
condition of abstaining from all private trade), and is granted per­
mission to adventure what he can spare of his salary in this present 
Voyage. Hawkins, the boatmaker, not to be paid for the long­
boat and skiff he made for the Hopewell until further order. Ten 
pounds ordered to be distributed amongst the poor widows in the 
haml-;:ts of B1ackwall, Limehouse, and Ratcliffe, and another Jol. 
amongst the poor widows of East India men, as is customary at 
'this blessed time of Christmas '. (Ii ff.) 

1 The date of Mun's death IS not known, but he was bUried on July 21, 16.p. 
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A COURT OF COMMITTEES WITH THE MIXT COMMITTEES, 
DECEMBER 20, 1641 (Court Book, vol. xviii, p. 99). 

Two or more Committees are desired to examine and report on 
the difference between Thomas Clarke and Richard Hudson. 
Elizabeth, widow of Vincent Ascough, a servant to the Company, 
is given 20S. from the poor-box. The Court, noting the death of 
the Secretary, Edward Sherburne,! nominates William Burgis, 
Henry Robinson, and Richard Swinglehurst to supply his place J 

Swinglehurst is chosen at a salary of 100/. per annum for the secre­
taryship, and to be allowed 40/. for keeping the warehouse under 
the Exchange, and 201. tf)wal ds the maintenance of a servant, these 
payments to begin at ChristnJas. (I p.) 

'A COURT OF COMMITTEES WITH THE MrXT COMMITTEES,' 
DECEMBER 24, 1641 (Court Book, vol. xviii, p. JOo) 

Cutler, the garbler, to be paid his bill of 691. IS. 4d. Rebecca 
Watkins given 20s. from the poor-box. At the request of Roger 
Vivian, one of the owners of the Aleppo Mercllant, the Court gives 
permission for the master of the said shIp to be supplted with such 
timber from Blackwall as he shall want for her speedy fitting, 
Mr. Vivian promIses either to pay for it or return an equal amount 
of the same quality. Mary, widow of George Muschampe, petitions 
for certain sums of money due uuto her late husband; the Court 
orders that she be paid what salary is due unto him, and advises her 
to apply to the general court for further satisfaction. (I! pp.) 

'A COURT OF COMMITTEES WITH THE MIXT COMMITTEE5, 
DECEMBER 29, 1641 (Court Book, vol. xviii, p. 101). 

Davies, the pilot, to be paid 4/. for taking the Hopewell from 
Blackwall to Gravesend. Mr. Deputy reports that he went last 
Monday with Sir John Wolstenholme and Mr. Willson to Sir 
Edward Nicholas to hear what answer the King had given to the 
Company's petition concerninb' the restitution of impost on goods 

I Richard Smyth In hIS c.ontemporary OIJ.tuary (Bnt. Mus. S/oam MS 886, pnnted as 
vol. 44 of the Ca.mden SOCl'f!ty's publications) notes under date of December ai, 16.p ; 
, Mr. Edward Sherborn, secr,'lary to the East India Company and clerk of the ordwa.nce 
at the Tower, a courteous gentleman, dIed' The text makes It evident that thlB date IS 

Incorrect; bllt it mUit be remembered that the Brit. MIlS. MS. 15 only a tranacript. 



2:1Q COURT MINUTES, ETC./ OF THE 

shipped out between the ~5th of last May and the 1St of December. 
Sir Edward told them that the King had referred the petition to 
the consideration of the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury. 
They then informed Sir Edward that, when Sir Henry Vane was 
Secretary, there had been many conferences about the injuries ~nd 
wrongs done to this Company by the Dutch East India Company, 
which amounted to 6co,0001. or 700,000/.; yet on the promise of 
500,000 guilders from the Dutch and of a good' reglement' for the 
future, this Company was content to accept the lesser sum, but as 
yet the Dutch have not fulfilled their promise. They entreated 
Sir Edward to call for the papers and letter Sir Henry Vane 
received from Sir William Boswell about this busines'i, and to 
write to the latter concerning it. Sir Edward desired to be 
informed how far the matter had gone, that he might see where 
the stop was and give the Company the best assistance in his 
power. At the request of Henry Oulton, formerly a factor at 
Bantam, the Court orders that for all money of his brought into 
the Company's cash at Bantam he is to be allowed at the rate of 
5s. the rial, on notice bemg received from the President and Council 
there of the receipt of the money. (1 p ) 

'A COURT OF COMMITTEES WITH THE MIXT COMMITTEES,' 
JANUARY 5,1642 (Court Book, vol. xviii, p. 102). 

A contract is made with John Wheldon to supply 400 pigs of 
Derbyshire lead. Richard Swinglehurst to be given 64/. to distribute 
at court in New Year's gifts according to an agreement made this 
day. (1 p.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, JANUARY 7, 1642 (Court Book, vol. 
xviii, p. 103). 

J obn Sleeman is entertained as surgeon in the Blessing, but 
Nicholas Welch, who had been chosen as surgeop's mate in that 
ship, is discharged, Mr. Woodall reporting him to be 'a meere 
barnor'. The request of Captain Johnson, commander of the 
Umcorn, for permission to mend his ship in one of the Company's 
docks is refused, and it is ordered that henceforth only vessels 

. belonging to the Company shall be repaired at the Blackwall docks. 
A letter is read from] ohn Hunter, stating what he knows concerning 
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'Keelings Islands'; 1 whereupon the Court orders that diJ'eCtiQrlS be, 
given in the general letters to Bantam that a small pinnace be sent 
to discover these islands upon the arrival of the Blessing. Alexander 
Rose transfers by deed to Thomas Chauncy 2661. I3s. 4d. in the 
Third Joint Stock with all profits. (I p.) 

SIR FRANCIS WINDEBANK IN PARIS TO HIS SON THOMAS, 

JANUARY 1.7..,. 1642 (PublzC Record Ojjice: Dom. Chas. I, vol. 
cccclxxxviii, No. 34). 

According to your desire I send you a letter to Sir Henry Vane. 
The business of the East India merchants Mr. Burlamachi under­
stands best of any, and can best direct you. (I~ pp.) 

C A COURT OF COMMITTEES WITH THE MIXT COMMITTEE": 

JANUARY U, 1642 (Court Book, vol. xviii, p. 104). 

Mr. Blyth, formerly powdermaker to the Company, offers to buy 
its saltpetre at 31. 5s. per hundred, to sell the Company powder at 
4/. per hundred, to build three mills at his own charge for making 
the powder, and desires to have the Company's horse-tuill at Black­
wall; this is referred to Captain Styles and other Committees. 
Thomas Stevens, master of the Crispia1z, is allowed a supply of 
canvas, to make a new !>et of salls at sea. (i p.) 

• A COURT OF COMMITTEES WITH THE MIXT COMMITTEES,' 

JANUARY 14, 1642 (Court Book, vol. xviii, p. 105). 

Mr. Cordell to be paid 3d. per lb. for powder mended and returned 
to Blackwall. Twenty or thirty barrels of the Company's saltpetre 
to be delivered to Mr. Methwold, who is to pay for it at the current 
rate. Hugh Lockett, servant of the late Ed ward Sherburne, is given 
251. for services rendered since November, 1637. Gerald Pmson 
desires permission to adventure 5001. in the Particular Voyage, 4001. 
of this to be pla~ed in the Company's hands before setting out, and 
the other I 00/. to be paid fC<Jm his wages; also that the money he 
shall pay into the Company's eMh at Bantam may be added to his 

I These islands, now known as the Cocos, he about 600 miles SW. by W. of Java 
Head. It is generally Ilc~epted that they were discovered in 1609 by Captam Wl1li .. m 
Keeling, on bil homeward voyage from Bantam; but I can find no actual account 
ofthis. The group was annexed by England In 1857, and is now under the admmistra­
tion o!the Straits Government. 
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adventure at the rate of 5$. the rial; the Court resolves that, if he 
lives for six months, 1001. from his wages shall make up his adven-. 
ture to 5001., that the money he shall pay within a year from this 
day into the cash at Bantam shall be added at the rate he desires, 
and that the freedom of the Company shall be bestowed upon him. 
Messrs. WIlson and Blteman are directed to treat with the Earl of 
Northampton about hIring Crosby Hall. At the request of David 
Otgar and William de Vischer, part-owners of the Blessing, the 
Court orders the money still unpaid for that ship to be kept in the 
Company's hands until further order. (Ii pp.) 

'A COURT OF COMMITTEES WITH THE MIXT COMMITTEES,' 
JANUARY 19. 164Z (Court Book, vol. xviii, p. J06). 

The Court approves the settlement made with Pinson by the 
Committees to whom the dispute was referred, and allows him 
interest on a sum of money paid 10 at Bantam by him. Mr. M uck­
nell, master of the Blessmg, to be provided with half a hogshead of 
canary for the great cabin, as is cU'5tomary for ships of a like burden 
John Young is directed to dlspeed the Blessing to Gravesend and 
the Downs as soon as wind and weather will permit. Mr. Cordell 
contracts for 1,0001. worth of saltpetre at 3/. lOS. per hundred, at lwu 
six months upon rebate. (I! pp.) 

AN AcrOUNT OF THE DISPOSAL OF THE PEPPER BOUGHT 
BV LORD COTTINGTON OF THE EAST INDIA COMPANY, JANUARY 
ZO, 1642 (Public Record Office: East Indus, vol. IV B, No. 81 I). 

Giving the price fetched and the names of the purchasers; the 
total amount sold being 2,310 bags, containing 607,52z Ib, which 
at 'lod. per lb. amounted to 50,6'26/. 16s. 9d. For the purchase 
money four bond .. of 14,000/. each were given, to be paid on the 29th 
of March and 29th of September, 1641, the 29th of March and Z9th 
of September, 164Z, and one bond of 10,0001. for. payment of the 
remaining 7,283/. on the Z9th of December, 1641. ('2iPP.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES AND OF THE MIXT COMMITTEES,' 
JANUARY 2J, 164'2 (Court Book, vol. xvui, p. 108). 

Mr. Millett, master of the Aleppo Merchant, to be paid 4001. in 
part of the 5001. he is to receive for freighting his ship to Surat. 
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The differences between Mr. Sambrooke and Mrs. Tynes are with 
.their consent referred to Messrs. Methwold, Haggett, and Barker. 
A report is read from certain Committees concerning the differences 
in account between Richard Hudson and Thomas Clarke,who for mis­
behaviour and embezzlement of large sums of the Company's money 
were !>ent back to England about seven teet months ago, and im­
prisoned. It is found that Hud'lon, when Clarke was ill and deprived 
of a111eason and memory, so that although Agent he was incapable 
of the least employment, caused him to be put in irons for many 
days and seized upon the warehouses and all the contents, without 
making any inventory or taking anyone to assist him; that he broke 
open all the trunks and • screetores ' in Clarke's room and seized 
all books of accounts and all palJers belonging both to Clarke and 
to the Company, also 1,800 rials of ci~ht in cash (part of a larger 
sum received from Captain W cdddll) without taking an inventory or 
anyone as witness, though admonished to do so by Francis Day. 
The Committees therefore consider that Hudson should make satis­
faction for the 1,800 rials; that he i., liable for the I ,047 pa~odas, 
or !1, 094 rials of eight, which he affirms he gave as a prescnt to the 
Governor of Masulipatam in order to obtain release from prison, 
where he had been unjustly confined for twenty-five days, as he cannot 
tell of any offence committed by the Company's servants which 
might have been the cause of this imprisonment or have necessitated 
any reward for his release, but on the oth ... r hand Clark and the 
Agent and Council at Masulipatam testify that Hudsun by his unjust 
trading in those parts might well have deserved such imprisonmcnt I 

and that when his account is made up by Sam brooke Hudson will 
be found much indebted to the Company. Clarke is also much 
indebted to the Company, but as he appears to have so little the 
Committees did not examine into anything more concernmg him. 
The Court confirms this report, and directs the said sums to be 
charged to Huds~n's account; and as he is quite unable to pay them 
is inclined to prosecute him as an example to other delinquents, but 
nothmg is resolved on. At the r<'.quest of Richard Wild, Mr. Acton 
is dIrected to put in suit the bond entered into by SIr Bryan Janson, 
Messrs. Clobur), and Page for calicoes, to enforce payment of the 
principal (160/.) and interest due on the said bond, the charge of the 
suit to be borne by WIJd. Certam Committees are desired to pro-
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vide broadcloths to be sent in the CrisjJilln for Surat ; also fifty 
chests of silver and some more lead. (3PP.) 

LORD COTTINGTON AT FONTHI1L TO THE KINI;<, JANUARY 

24, 164" (Public Record Office: Dom. Chas.l, vol. cccclx.x.xviii, No. 
86). 

I beseech you cast an eye on this enclosed letter, which I have 
received from those that were the Farmers of the Customs, wherein 
they call upon me for their indemnity concerning the money for the 
pepper which was bought of the East India Company. You will 
remember the great service that was therein done, and how season­
ably; and therefore I am very confident you will command that 
great care be had that the mischief with such eminent ruin fall not 
upon me; and that your Commissioners of the Treasury so take it 
to heart as the East India Company be either satisfied or at least 
persuaded not to press the payment with speed and rigour, until 
they can find means to give them satisfaction. I should advise that 
you command some of your Commissioners, especially Sir John 
Bankes, the Lord Chief Justice, and Secrl:'tary Nicholas, in the first 
place to call to them those that have written this enclosed letter and 
fairly to consider with them what course may be taken with the 
East India Company, either for time or payment, and then to deal 
with the Governor and Company accordingly; and by this mean~ 
I do not doubt but some way may be found for a happy issue. 
I beseech you that this business be taken much to heart, as that 
which may else crush me, more than any enemy I have could wish; 
and I am sure it would much trouble you to see me ruined by the 
doing of so great and opportune a service. (I fs pp.) 

ENCLOSURE TO FOREGOING :-THE LATE FARMERS OF THE 

CUSTOMS TO LORD COTTINGTON, JANUARY 20, 1642 (Public 
Record Office: East Indus, vol. iv n, No. 81). 

Reminding His Lordship that they are bound with him and oth.::rs 
to the East India Company for 63,0001, whereof by the favour of 
the Lords Commissioners 13,000/. has been paid, having been 
deducted by the Company from the subsidy and impost on its goods. 
InfO't'ming him that they have this day received the enclosed note 
from the Company, by which it appears that there is 22,5831.4$. 5d. 
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more now due, and that in March next there will be another band 
of 14,000/. due j for all which satisfaction is urgently desired, the 
Company expressing its determination to sue the bonds and arrest 
the writers unless some speedy course is taken for payment of the 
said money. That as Hi!. Lordship is princ'ipally bound, the Com­
pany alleging that he made a particular engagement in court when 
buying the comodlties to sell all his lands rather than not pay the 
money, and that their security was brought in by his means, they 
having no indemnity for this great sum, only several tallies levied 
upol? farms, which are now void by Acts of Parliament and so of no 
value, they conceive it their duty to acquaint him with the fore­
going, that he may adVise some way, suitable to the honour and 
justice which he has always professed, to secure himself and them. 
Pray for a speedy answer with which to acquaint th(' Company, it 
having stopped further proceedings until the return of the messenger 
with this letter. (Szgned by Paul Pmdar, JOhlZ Jacob, Job Harbt'e, 
Nzcholas Cnspe, JOhlZ Nul/es, aud Jolm Harrzs01z. Endorsed: 
, Pepper buzsmes '. Copy. I;l pp.) 

'A COURT OF COMMITTEES WITH THE MIXT COMMITTEES,' 

JANUARY 26, 1642 (Cottrt Book, vol. xviii, p. Ill). 

Ordered that, in the event of a ship being freighted for Bantam, 
the surplus provisions provided for the Crispian shall be bought 
for her supply. John Langley, merchant, executor to his father, 
John Langley, transfer~ to Geoffrey Howland the profits of 
589/. 3s. 4d. adventure in the Third Joint Stock, the principal 
being taken out. Lady Jane Fenn, widow and executrix of Sir 
Richard Fenn, transfers to William Clarke, merchant, 888/. 6.r. 8d. 
(a third part of her late husband's adventure in the Third Joint 
Stock) with all profits. The petition of Anthony, youngest son 
of Sir Christopher CIitherow, to go as an under-factor to Surat is 
referred for consideration until the departure of the next ships, this 
being a Particular Voyage when no one is to be allowed to remain 
in the country. Mr. Acton is directed to take counsel's advice how 
to obtain satisfaction for the money owing by Edward Abbott 
to the Company; also to proscrute Wilham Clobury upon hiS bill 
for calicoes sold to him, Sir Bryan Janson,and Messrs. Wild and Page. 
Mrs. Wills, administratrix of Captain Matthew Wills, acquaints 

SCM" Q 
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~e Court th~t tharl~ Hart, nephew oJ,~ .~;~~~~~ 
stay of 1,0001. due to his Lltlcle's estate,~)p~~~,~lfn, 
but that she deSires it all to be paid t? ~.a~. ~~b!~triX. \ ..(\.5 
she is the only person who ,can €iye ~!~tS£h~:~~ ~9-e ~pa~y, 
the Court is willing to ollder pa~nf tJ ~he< ,~ope:t. b1,1t<becau~ 
of the said stay directs that it \le detained' QfltU A:~t can be .. ~ol1l" 
munit'tted with. (Ii pp.) 

'A COURT OF COMMITTEES WITH THE l'AIXT COMMITTEf.~ 
JANtlARY 28, 1642 (Court Book, vol. xviii, p. 11Z). 

Certain Committees are desired to use their best endeavours. for 
the timely dispatch of the ships to Surat. Mrs. Wills to be paid 
1,0351. due to the late Captain Wills, notwithstanding th~ stay 
made by Charles Hart. Adrian Beeton, administratrix of John 
Blackston, a cook who died at Bantam, to be paid 401. from 
Blackston's wages to provide necessaries for his daughter Sarah, 
and to repair some houses belonging to her. A pipe of canary to 
be !>ent to the President and factors at Surat. Mr. Saynthill offers 
either to let the Caesar to the Company on freight for Bantam 
or to sell her; whereupon he is desired to consider his offer and 
bring a list of the said ship's stores and provisions to the court next 
Friday. Mr. Bowen is directed to prepare a list of all factors in the 
Indies by the next court, when it shall be resolved whom to recall 
With legard to the trade in general, it is moved that this be referred 
to four Committees to be privately debated and then reportc:d on, 
or that a general court be called to ascertain the opinions of the 
generality in this matter; but, as nothing is resolved, Mr. Deputy 
desires each Committee to consider this subject before the next 
meeting. Two iron 'cutts' 1 to be provided for the Cr£sp£an. 
Susan, widow and administratrix of James Jones, who died in the 
:Jewel, to be paid 501. upon account of her late husband's wages. 
Henry Wheately, formerly purser in the Great :James and now 
imprisoned in the Compter, petitions for remissio'h of a fine of 1701. 
imposed by the Company on two tons of goods, or for as much as 
will release him from prison; the Court is inclined to favour him, 
on hearing that he is an able mariner, and carried himself like 
a ' stout' man in the taking of Ormus Castle and in the fight in the 

1 Short canDODS, or nnous bores. 



:~:':l~ tOW!AP" ~" 
P~·~~~~i .~.aht .Portugal ships forced )n~o taRe,; 
aW l~' ht~is'~~&~ '& fit, man, on account of his Judgement 
and.,e~e..~ be.'~~~~ate in ,the Aleppo Merchant i there­
{are 1;h~ 5e~aty''i\:~fecl to fi~~ and report why Wheate1y 
is imprl'soned;' • re4~r tk>Pi Richard Boothby to the Govel'noL 
aJl.!i Deputy, &.1~d ih~'~ in&,tant arid enclosing a petitiOn,J0r re ... 
entutainment into the Company's service or fOt" permission to go 
to India on P'aymeltt ~f his own passage, is read, but, both being 
, fraught with iII language and full of malice 't they are not thought 
worthy of an answer, and the Court directs that they be put with 
other papers of Boothby's. (21 pp.) 

LA~RENCE SQUIBB TO SECRETARY NICHOLAS, FEBRUARY 3, 
164Z (PuMc Record Office: Dam. Chas. I, vol. cccclxxxix, No.6). 

I beseech you to move His Majesty in this business of the pepper, 
which so deeply concerns Lord Cottington that, for aught I yet see, 
may prove to be most dangerous if not eminent ruin to His Lord­
ship and his estate. I have been given to understand that the Ea~t 
India Company intend not only to prosecute their bonds with 
all the rigour and extremity that the law will allow, but will also 
petition the Parliament against My Lord for his manner of proceed­
ing in obtaining the pepper, and how prejudicial this has been 
to the whole Company and to the very trade itself; wherein, to my 
knuwledge, having been in most part of the proceedings an eye­
witness, His Lordship took a most just and honourable course. 
Yet when this shall be preferred by a multitude, the matter 
aggravated or wrested, and, perhaps, not wanting hack friends 
enough that shall affirm for His Lordship's disadvantage, I con­
ceive My Lord must not expect any favour in this business coming 
there. And I have heard from one of the Farmers, that they, and 
also Mr. Maxwell, do intend to join with the India Company in 
petitioning against My Lord, and will allege that it was his work 
to draw them into it. All I can here learn that is to be done for 
relief herein is only that His Majesty will be pleased to send 
for the Governor and some principal [men] of the India Company, 
and to let them know his good intentions for the satisfying of the 
debt, with the interest, either by way of defalcation of their own 
customs, when the bill of tunnage shall be settled, or by some 

Q::' 
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other more speedy way, out of some other' parts of his revenue 
as soon as it shall be established. PS.-Wha$ever you may please 
to do herein. I conceive Mr. Comptrollet 1 will assist you in it, 
being engaged for the debt with my Lo/d [Cottington] and the 
Farmers of the [Customs]. (Draft. Ii pp.) 

'A COURT OF COMMITTEES WITH THE MIXT COMMITTEES: 

FEBRUARY 4, 164Z (Court Book. vol. xviii. p. uS)· 

Kentledge allotted to the Aleppo Merchant and Crispia11. 
Mr. Massingberd moves that the adventurers in this Particular 
Voyage be allowed to bring in their third and fourth payments 
upon discount, as he has not above 6001. in cash and is very 
unwilling to borrow money at interest for this purpose; his request 
is agreed to, and a general court i'l ordered to be held next 
Wednesday morning to acquaint all the adventurers with this 
motion .• The freighting of a ship for Bantam to be deferred until 
the arrival of the ships from thence, as they are expected about 
next May. Francis Smithwicke transfers to John Holloway the 
profits of l00l. adventure in the Third JOint Stock. the principal 
having been taken out. The Court, taking into consideration the 
lessening of charges at all factories to the southwards, orden: 
a lettcr to be wntten to the President and Council at Bantam and 
sent by express to the Downs to the Blessing (still detained there 
by contrary winds), with dIrections to take a strict account or all 
factors, assistants, and dependants within the limits of Bantam and 
its dependencies. their number and employments, and dispatch 
to England by the first ship all who can be spared, so that the 
Third JOint Stock may be lelicved of their charge, and only so 
many factors kept as shall be necessary to provide lading for the 
last ship for this Particular Voyage. What resolution to take with 
regard to thc remains of the Third Joint Stock, though briefly 
comidered, is not decided Henry Wheately ag~in petitioning for 
remission of freight on his prtvate trade, he is lent SuI. and per­
mission is given for his entertainment as prime mate to Mr. Millett 
in the Aleppo Merclzant. Twenty barrels of powder to be bought 
for the Crzsptan. (I! pp.) 

1 Sir Peter W)cbe. 
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&. COURT OF COMMITTEES WITH THE MIXT COMMITTEES: 
FEBRUARY 7, 1642 (Court Book, vol. xviii, p. II 6). 

The Governor propos~s that a ship of 3,000 or 4,000 [sic] tons be 
sent to fetch the stock from the southwards, there being about 
13,0001. quick l>tock, sufficient to lade her back with pepper; and that 
10,000 or 12,000 rials of eight be sent to pay customs and other 
charges. But it is thought that nnthing should be done without 
consent of the adventurers in the Third Particular Voyage [sic. 
? Third Joint Stock], and no ship sent until Michaelmas without 
consent of the adventurers in this Particular Voyage, for until then 
the dispatch of stock and ships is properly theirs. It is suggested 
that if a ship like the Caesar were dispeeded and the Third Joint 
Stock consented to take 400 tons by way of freight, the adventurers 
in this Particular Voyage would supply the rest; this matter 
is referred for further consideration. Mr. Holloway to be given 
his warrants for the division of silk, calicoes, and doves. (, p.) 

A GENERAL COURT OF THE ADVENTURERS IN THE PARTICU­

LAR VOYAGE, FEBRUARY 9, 1642 (Court Book, vol. xviii, p. II7). 

Mr. Governor intimates that this court is called to be informed of 
the Treasurer's lack of money for setting out this Particular Voyage. 
There are fifty chests of money to be provided for the Surat ships, 
and he has only sixteen, and but 6001. in cash for payment of other 
provisions j this money must either be supplied by the adventurers 
or taken up at interest, and the Treasurer IS loth to adopt the latter 
course. The Court of Committees is of opinion that all who shall 
bring in their thud and fourth payments upon discount should be 
allowed eight per cent. on the same for ten days after the quarter­
day of payment; and this being put to the question is agreed to by 
a general erection of hands. Mr. Governor further reports that 
there is 63,0001. ~uick stock to the southwards, which is sufficient 
to lade home the Mary, the William, the ReJormatzon, and the 
Swan from Bantam, leaving a surplus of 13,000/. (which will lade 
a ship of about 400 tons), besIdes the six per cent. of what is gone 
in the Hopewell and Blessmg, and if there were only Il,oool. iii 
stock it would serve; therefore he desires to know if the court will 
grant permissi(m to the adventurers in the Third J oint Stock to 



fi30 ac'O\1It'A'Mnmtl$. *.",Oti"THE 
I '·4 -~I..,,~ '-1' . ... ... 
t!'.~cb:~.8ht~J~~!~ng ~tk,.sending in her 
It,G!Obl;-\p p\y,'cu~ ~ .... S~"'81t", ,Much dispute ensues, 
'S0ftlf ~..,~. i(sp~'\ ~!Ih\p:.tor stoQlC i"dispee(led it may 
prejudice tlJ1S Jj>artic!Jiti 'ntage-; or that only ·5001. should be 
sent t~ 1?ay c.o.stotps, &:.; while 'apother affirms that, as there 
are np.custorns the~, no stock JIIeed he sent. Reply is made that 
as next ·Miehaelmas the adventurers in the Third J oint Stock may 
s~d odt what they please, it is but a small thing for them to ac;k 
to dispeed a ship four months before that time, for if sme does not 
go in. May it will be of no use; that if the new adver.turers will 
supply the Third Joint Stock with money in India none need 
be sent out, but some must be had, as there are customs to be paid 
at J ambi and other places to the south whence the pepper is to be 
fetched; that there need be no fear of prejudice, for by God's 
blessing this ship may return in 1643 with pepper, when this 
Particular Voyage will have none. It is then moved that if the 
adventurers in this Particular Voyage wish it, a similar liberty 
shall be granted to them by the Third J oint Stock; and the 
Governor putting it to the question, it is agreed to allow the Third 
Joint Stock to send out a ship of 400 tons with 2,0001. stock, on 
condition that a like favour is permitted the adventurers in thil'. 
Particular Voyage if they desire it. As some adventurers are 
behindhand with their second payment, it is moved that some way 
be considered to enforce payment, as in the event of losses occurring 
they may refuse to make good their deficIt, and so be in a better 
case than others who have paid up; it is therefore proposed to 
impose a broke of 12/. or 1H/. on them. As, however, only 2,000/. 

out of 25,0001. is unpaid, it is thought that others will advance 
their payments to make up this sum, and Mr. Massingberd asserting 
that the gentlemen who have not paid will doubtless do so, after 
some dispute it is agreed that, if the defaulters do not send in their 
third payment sooner, they shall be required to ~ay intere.<.t at the 
rate of eight per cent. The court generally agrees to d policy 
of assurance being taken out for all the coral (valued at 5,00e:,{.) 
ctlming to England from Leghorn in the Mary Rose, and to 
another for the one-fifth part of the subscrirtion in this Particular 
Voyage (valued at 20,0001,) now in the Blessi1zg, to assure that ship 

'to Bantam; and that the adventurers in this Particular Voyage' 
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shall be the first te ~,. ~1_' 'pd~ ~' 
them to be allo~ecI't1? *~~~ .. ftflJi;a_~ .• ~ " ,:' '. 
J oh,n Massingbera, merch'in~ ~t!.1<"a~~ ~~~;~~ 
profits of 16,9071. adventure m ttle 'Thttd·)1t1~to~kj.t}1e. pf1pci~l 
being tak~ out. Oliver Laqrence, edmiQ1strjltor ef<4;be lat~ :r-homas 
Smithwicke, trahsfers to John Hd\loway tile profits of. .... 000/. 

adventure irt the Third Joint Stock. Ann, wIfe of1;'hOflas J,.eQing, 
a factor now in the :Jonas, to be given 101. h acc~t or 'her 
husband's wages. (~! pp.) 

C A COURT OF COMMITTEES WITH THE MIXT COMMItTEES,' 

FEBRUARY 16, J642 (Court Book, vol. xviii, p. I~O). 

The Company's !oaken to be sold at us. per hundred, and the 
brass shivers to be offered to Mr. Garway. The mariners enter­
tained in the Crispian to be paid their imprest money. Steevens's 
bill of 72/. us. Id. far baathire, &c., to be paid. Resolved 
not to buy any tin for dispatch this year, as no encouragement has 
been given for it in the advices received. Messrs. Burnell and 
Middleton to provide forty more cloths, as they can be obtained at 
a cheap rate. Mr. Methwold desires to know the decision of the 
Court concerning the factors, as the ships for Surat are shortly 
to be dispeeded and Messrs. Borneford, Robinson, and WIld wJil 
probably be in England this summer, and Mr. Fremlyn the follow­
ing year, so that very few will be left to manage the Company's 
business; he advises that SOUle one be appointed in IndIa or sent 
from England to take charge of the stock belongmg to this Voyage. 
This matter is referred for a week, by which time it is thought that 
one who has been in India and is capable for this work will offer his 
services. Mr. Dycer desires to buy some of the Company's indigo; 
but no agreement is come to, as his offer to take the whole parcel at 
7 s. per lb. at seven six months is considered too mean, and he will 
not accept the C;::ompany's price of 7s. per lb. at four six months. 
Some letters received last Monday from Persia are read, and 
Mr. Bowen is directed to answer one from the factors there, and 
to send a copy by way ()f Leghorn or Venice and another by 
Marseilles; also to write to Mr. Barnard, Conc;ul at Aleppo, and 
advise him that he has been awarded 20/. as a gratification for his 
care in delivering the Company's letters. (Ii pp.) 
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'A COURT OF COMMITTEE!) WITH THE MIXT CoMMITTEES,' 

FEBRUARY 18, 1642 (Court B()()k, voL xVlii~ p. II9)· 

Mr. Cardwell contracts for all the Company's saltpetre at 3/. lOS. 

the hundred, one-third to be paid in ready money, the remainder 
upon discount at three six months. Upon a petition from the 
friends of John Brightwell, late master of the pinnace Hope, taken 
in the Persian Gulf by the Malabars, and from Margaret, wife 
of Thomas 1 Masse, who was captured in the same ship and is 
detained with Brightwell and others in Burgaree and adjoining 
places and very badly treated, Mr. Bowen is directed to advise the 
President and Council at Surat in the general letters by the 
Crispz'an to take some speedy course for ransoming all the Com­
pany's servants so detained. John Woodall to be paid 1501. upon 
his account. The Court, taking into consideration that the ships 
ate about to be dispatched to Surat and that nothing has been 
decided concerning the trade in general or the recall of the factors, 
causes the petitions formerly shown to the King and Parliament to 
be read, and then orders a petition to be drawn up and sent to th~ 
House of Commons to entreat that the Company's grievances may 
be referred to a committee and something done before the departure 
of the ships. (1 p) 

'A COURT OF COMMITTEES WITH THE MIXT COMMITTEES,' 

FEBRUARY 22, 1642 (Court Book, vol. xviIi, p. 122). 

The Crzspz'an and Aleppo lVlrrchant ordered to sail for Gravesend 
and thence to the Downs as speedily as possible; and as it is 
thought that the coral may not arrive as soon as expected, 
Mr. Bowen is directed to give several commissions to Messrs. 
Steevens and Millett that if the Mary Rose arrives before the said 
~hips depart, or if they meet her in the Channel or elsewhere, the 
COl al is to be removed from her into the said vessels. The petition 
drawn up for presentation to the House of Commons is read, 
approved. and ordered to be engrossed. and Sir Henry Vane to 
b(. desired to get it read in the House. (~p.) 

1 1blS should be' John' (cf.p. 273). The Surat letter of January 27. 1642 (O.C.1787) 
mentions John Mosse and RIchard Hushands as havmg been captured by the Malabars 
whIle makmg a voyage III a vellel belongtDg to a Portuguese named Duarte Fernandes Corea. 
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• A COURT OF COMMITTEES WITH THE MIXT COMMITTEES,' 
FEBRUARY 25, 1642 (Court Book, vol. xviii, p. 12Z). 

Mr. Boulton desiring to know at what price the Company will 
sell the indigo, is told the same price and time as Mr. Dycer was 
at a former (.ourt; he requests time to consider, promising to 
acquaint the Governor and Deputy with his decision to-morrow on 
the Exchange. Edward Knipe, who formerly served the Company 
as a factor and has since been employed in a like capacity by 
Mr. Courteen, is entertained to go as a factor in the Crispiana 
[i. e. the Crispian] to Surat for this Particular Voyage, and to 
return in her or in the Aleppo Merchant, whichever shall leave 
India last, at a salary of zool. per annum, on condition of for­
bearing all private trade (fln pam of forfeiting such salary), and 
giving bond in the same manner as Pinson and Day have done. On 
readmg a certificate from the Masttr, Wardens, and Assistants 
of the Trimty House, the Court orders that John Sydery, master 
of the Dolphm, be paid freight, accordmg to an agreement made 
with him by charter-party, for 30,000 pipestaves brought from 
Ireland, on dehvery of the same into the Company's yard at 
Blackwall. The dispute between the Company and Richard 
Hudson and between the latter and Thomas Clarke is again 
examined, but, the day being far spent, no resolution is come 
to. (1 p) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES WI1 H THE MIXT COMMITTEES,' 

MARCH 2, 1642 (Court Book, vol. xviii, p. 123). 

The Company's indigo sold to Stephen Boulton and John Blctt 
for 7s. per lb. at four SIX months. Davies to be paid 41. for 
piloting the Crzsptall. The reference from Parliament on the Com­
pany's petition is read, and in it the saId petition is referred 1 to 
the committee for Suffolk cloth and the cloth of the kingdom, of 
which Sir HenryVane is chairman. That this business may be 
better prepared for the said committee, the Governor, the Deputy, 
Sir John Wolstenholme, Sir Nicholas Crispe, Sir John Gayre, and 
others are desired to form a committee and meet on Friday morning 
at 7 o'clock. It is agreed to summon a general court of the 

1 On March I: see the Journals of the House. 
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adventurers in the Third Joint Stock to obtain consent for a ship to 
be freighted to Eantam to fetch what is remaining there, and 
to tell them of the great quantities of calicoes and silks ready 
for delivery upon their divisions, and desire them to take' these 
away, as the Company will not be responsible for them. The 
Aleppo Merchant is ordered to sail for Gravesend at the first 
opportunity; direction as to her keeping company with the 
Crtspiana is to be given hereafter. James Mann, who has under­
written for 5001. in this Particular Voyage, is admitted to the 
freedom of the Company on paying 51. John Massingbird trans­
fers to James Mann 5001. adventure in this Particular Voyage with 
all profits, and to Benjamin De La Noy 400/. adventure in the same 
with all profits. (liPP.) 

A MEETING OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE TO CONSIDER THE 

PETlTION PRESENTED TO PARLIAMENT, MARCH 4, 164Z (Court 
Book, vol. xviii, p. IZS). 

The Company's petition, &c, having been read, the remonstrance 
formerly presented to the House of Commons and since wlthdrawll 
is commanded to be read also, when it appears that in the latter the 
Company stated that Its trade was decaying because of the injuries 
received from the Dutch, the trading of Sir William Courteene 
during his lifetlfne and afterwards of his son and of Mr. Endymion 
Porter, and the great impost placed upon its exported and imported 
goods; the remedies to keep the trade from utter ruin were also 
stated. Thereupon the assembled committee causes the general 
complaints against the Dutch to be read, and finding these 'too 
tedious for the Committee of the House of Parlyament " orders an 
abstract of them to be drawn up and the proofs of each particular 
to be looked up and set forth. It is then moved that the Amboyna 
book be reprinted. Much dispute ensues; and finally it is agreed 
to ask the opinion of the Court of Committees alild of the General 
Court to be held next Wednesday, and if both approve, to have 
the said book reprinted, with such additions concerning Pollaroone 
and other wrongs received from the Dutch as shall be thought 
fitting. (Ii pp.) 
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A COURT OF COMMITTEES, MARCH 4, 1642 (Court B()()/e, vol. 
xviii, p. 126). 

The Governor announces the motion made at the meeting of the 
Committees this morning for the reprinting of the Amboyna book, 
and desires to know the opinion of this court, in order to be able to 
inform the general court to be held next Wednesday; whereupon 
it is unanimously agreed to have the said book reprinted. Abraham 
Chamberleyne moves, on behalf of the parish of St. Andrew Under­
shaft, for some contribution towards relief of the poor distressed 
Irish who have fled there; he is told that the matter shall be con­
sidered. Forty cloths and twenty-five chests of silver ordered to be 
shipped aboard the Aieppo Merchant, and sixty cloths and the rest of 
the treasure aboard the Crtspzana. Thomas Russell requests some 
allowance on defective silk, part of one of the lots bought by William 
Middleton, but no decision is come to. Mrs. Mary Muschampe 
petitions the Court to conSider that her husband supplied the place 
of President in his second employment after the expiration of his 
covenanted time for 1501. per annum; the great losses he sustained 
by the seizure of his estate on returnmg from that employment; and 
the long and expensive suit he was forced into on the Company 
detaining 2001. from him by way of fine; and to afford her and her 
five small children some rebef, they being reduced to a miserable and 
comfortless state. She is told that general releases were exchanged 
between the Company and her hu<;band, but since then he was 
employed by it again, and after his death she received all that 
appeared due to her; therefore this court can do no more; yet, jf 
she likes to petition the general court, her case shall be recom­
mended. On her departure the case is taken into consideration; 
and though nothing is due to her yet it is conceived that it would 
be an act of chanty for the general court to bestow upon her 200t., 

if on receipt of her husband's accounts everything appears straight. 
Mr. Wilson, master of the Ulysst's (burden 350 tons), offers his ship 
upon freight for Bantam; he is told that hIS stay there would be 
but sixty days, his demurrage 71. per day, the like sum to be 
deducted daily for so many days as the ship is dispatched within 
the time before specified; that he must take some beef and pork 
from the Company at the current price; that he must bring 15 cwt. 
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net of pepper to a ton, and 10 cwt. net of cloves, and have ul. per 
ton freight. These conditions ht: is desired to consider by next 
Wednesday, when his offer shall be replied to. Stephen Boulton, 
John Brett, Samuel Crispe, and William Vaughan acc.epted as 
securities for indigo bought by Messrs. Boulton and Brett from the 
Company. Anthony Panton is entertained to go as minister in the 
CrtsjJlana and return in her, or in the Aleppo Merchant, whichever 
leaves last, at a salary of sol. per annum, and 101. to buy books; 
and should he require another 101 or 20/ it shall be imprested to 
him on account of his wages. Some shirts and quilts, now in Mr. 
Bowen's custody, to be given to Thomas Clarke. (2 pp.) 

'A COURT OF COMMITTEES WITH THE MIXT COMMITTEES,' 

MARCH 9, 1642 (Court Book, vol. xviii, p. 128). 

Mr. Sidery, mallter of the Dolphzn, who brought the pipestaves 
from Ireland, to be paid 801. on account. Thomas Steevens's bill 
of II. 14s. for boathire, &c., to be paid. Sir 1 homas Culpepper 
offering to sell the Company 1,500 load of timber now ready to b~ 
felled in Kent, Edward Steevcns is directed to view and report on 
the same. John Millett, master of the Aleppo l/Icrc/zallt, is given 
301. as a gratuity in lieu of primage and average. Henry Bayne­
brigge, having underwritten for 2,000/. in this Particular Voyage, is 
admitted to the freedom of the Company on payment of 51. 
William Peacocke and Rebecca his wife, administratrix of her late 
lrusband, George Morgan, who died in the Indies, petition for 2001. 

remaining in the Company's hands for the use of George Morgan, 
Rebecca's son, she be!ng his guardian; they are told that by an 
order from Sir Henry Martyn, the late judge of the Prerogative 
Court, this money has already been detamed eleven or twelve years 
in the Company's hands for the use of the child, and intelest allowed 
to them, and the Company intends to retain it until the said child 
is twenty-one, and only to pay them the interest for his maintenauce. 
Certain Committees to treat with Mr. Wtllson, master of the V /ysses, 
or any other master or owner, for the purchase or freighting of a ship 
for Bantam about the middle of next month; and to effect this 
more speedily, Steevens is ordered to scan the river for a suitable 
vessel of about 300 or 400 tons burden. (IiPP.) 
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A GENERAL COURT OF THE ADVENTURERS IN THE THIRD 

JOINT STOCK, MARCH 9.1642 (Court Book, vol. xviii. p. 130). 

The Governor observes that this meeting has been called because, 
on revip.w of the accounts from India, it is found that when the 
Mary, Wtlliam, Reformation, and SWa11 return laden from Bantam 
there will still remain there II,oool. or u,ooo/. of stock, sufficient to 
lade a ship of 300 or 400 tons burden with 2,000 bags of pepper, 
which by the blessing of God may yield 40,000/. ; and as they ought 
to advance the Third Joint Stock as much as possible, the Court of 
Committees think it advisable to send a shIp of this size with 
sufficient quick stock to defray customs and other charges, more 
espeCially as if this i!l not done there may be no pepper next year. 
The Commlttees have gone so far as to treat with one ship to be 
freighted ~nd are in quest of another, but it is not proposed that the 
Company shall pay anything before rereiving the good'). One of 
the Committees remarks that in his opinion it would be better and 
more profitable for the Third J oint Stock to forbear sending a ship 
to Bantam until news is receIved from thence, for if one be dlspeeded 
and no lading found for her, loss would be sllstained by her lying 
so many days at demurrage. To this the Governor replies that the 
benefit to be gained is far greater than the loss to be feared can be, 
as the adventurers in this Particular Voyage expect no pepper next 
year; the I efore those in the Third JOint Stock can do no harm by 
ploviding for themselves. If a ship be sent in April (the safest and 
easiest way to save charge), she may be expected back within nine­
teen months, when there WIll be no pepper In town, and if the old 
adventurers want stock this Particular Voyage Wlll supply it. This 
opmion is seconded by one who thmks that, if 2,0001. be paid for 
demurrage, stdl a gam of 30,0001. or 40,0001 may be made. By 
desire the Govesnor puts it to the question and by a general erection 
of hands it is agreed to send a 'ihlp to Bantam as proposed; and it 
is left to the Cou'rt of Committees to decide whether to freight or 
buy a vessel for this purpose. Mr. Governor reports that the Court 
of Committees has lately prpsented a petition in the Company's 
name to the House of Common!> for removal of the obstructions and 
impediments to its trade, notably the great impost placed upon East 
Indian ccmmoditie!>, the disturbance caused to the said trade by 
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Sir William Courteene and on his death by his son and Endymio~ 
Porter, and the injuries offered ,by the Dutch, more particularly in 
the murder ofthe Company's factors at Amboyna. The Court of 
Committees thinks of having the Amboyna book reprinted, but 
before doing so desires to know the opinion of the generality herein. 
Thereupon it is unanimously agreed to have 1,000 copies forthwith 
printed, with such additions as the Court of Committees thinks 
fitting. Mrs. Mary Muschampe again presents her petition for relief, 
and is granted '250l. The Governor observes that the Auditor and 
Accountant should deliver in a balance of the Company's !!state by 
the end of May, but cannot do so, because six of the adventurers, 
viz. Robert Bell, John Cooke, Andrew Coggan, Richard Moorer, 
Isaac Van Paine, and Richard Harris, are in brokes; Harris has 
underwritten for 3001. in the Third J oint Stock and paid in 7.51, thf' 
other five have underwritten for several sums in the same Stock but 
paid nothing in, therefore the Court of Committees is inclined to sink 
their adventures, a:s all the subscriptions do not come to more than 
3,5001.; by general consent this matter is teferred to the decision 
of the said Court. The GovelOor reports that there are many 
parcels of silk, calicoes, and cloves, which the adventurers may 
receive upon divisions, for which the Company will not be respon­
sible; he also states that any adventurf'r in this Particular Voyage 
may underwrite one-twentieth part of hIs SUbscription in the policy 
of a~surance for coral from Leghorn. (31 pp.) 

'A COURT OF COMMITTEES WITH THE MIXT COMMITTEES,' 

MARCH 16, 164'2 (Court Book, vol. xviii, p. 133). 

The wife of Francis Cotton, minister in the LOfzdon, to be given 
31. upon account of her husband's salary, over and above the 51. due 
unto her quarterly. Upon receipt of a letter from Sir William 
Russell and the other Commissioners of His Majesty's Navy con­
cerning timber lent to the Company about two years ago, Mes'lrs. 
Fotherby and Steevens are directed to see that similar timber is 
returned into the King's yard, or that satisfaction is made for it In 

mon,~y. John Langley, merchant, executor to his father, Richard 
Langley, transfers to John Holloway, Esq., 1,1451. 16s Btl. adven­
ture' and profits in the Third Joint Stock, the_principal of which is 
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dividc(l; and Francis Smithwicke transfers to the said John HoUo­
way 1001. adventure and profits in the same Stock, of which the 
principal is also divided. (! p.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, MARCH 19,16421 (Court Book, vol. 
xviii, p. 134). 

The Governor informs Mr. Courteene that, in accordance with an 
order from Sir Henry Vane and the Committee of Parliament, he 
has been sent an abstract of some injuries which the East India 
Company has received from his trading, that these may be avoided 
in the future; and he desires Mr. Courteene to propose some 
method of settling this business. The Company is willing to take 
all his goods and moneys now provided at cost price, which will be 
no loss to him, also his shipping for ready money; for his goods 
abroad or those expected home, it will be most to his advantage for 
these to stand upon his own adventure and for him to receive thetp. 
himself, and not to send out any mOle, but to adventure what he 
pleases in the next SUbscription with the Company. Mr. Courteene 
desires time to consider these proposals and promises a speedy 
answer. Henry Robinson is permitted to send two cwt. of coarse 
C brutoora' 2 coral in the Aleppo Merchmtt on his own account, on 
condition that the proceeds are not returned in any commodity 
usually traded in by the Company. (I p.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, MARCH 21, 16423 (Court Book, 
vol. xviii, p. 135). 

The Governor intimates that he presumes Mr. Courteene has 
come resolved to compose all differences without troubling Parlia­
ment any more, and that the Company is willing to accept any 
reasonable offers; whereupon Mr. Courteene proposes that he shall 
bring in all his stock, both abroad and at home, and be allowed to 
adventure it in this Particular Voyage. The Governor replies that 
Mr. Courteene d.n give in an account of his stock in England and 
that the Company will t:J.ke it from him, but it will have nothing to 
do with his stock abroad, which he had much better have home 

1 Mr. Courteeot' and Mr. Gobert were also present. 
I An Italian trade term fOT a rougb vanety of coral. 
• MelSl's. COllrteene and Ruahoult were also there. 
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upon his own adventure; that if after the return of his ships any 
debts of his are brought into the Company's cash, for these he 
shall be allowed at a reasonable rate per dollar; or any goods of 
bis remaining after the return of his ships the Company will bring 
borne upon freight, or allow him to dispatch an empty ship to fet.'th 
them, or take them from him at a reasonable value, or in proportion 
as the next Stock shall allow for the said goods i but Mr. Courteene 
cannot be permitted to adventure in this Particular Voyage, as the 
stock provided for it must not be mixed up with any other venture, 
but he may put what sum he pleases to the next subscrip:ioo. The 
Company will take all the stock he has in England at its prime 
cost, in order to prevent bis three ships interrupting its trade; but 
all that returns in his five ships must come upon his own account, 
and when they arrive Mr. Courteene and the Company can arrange 
for the sale of the goods returned that no prejudice be done to 
either party. Mr. Governor represents what a loss it will be to the 
kingdom if, through Mr. Courteene rejecting these fair pruposals, 
the trade should fall through, and advise'; him to consider who 
would have to answer for it, the Company having done its dut/. 
Mr. Courteene and his friend Mr. Rushoult withdrawing, by desire. 
to consider all this, the Court then conceives some further proposi­
tions and delivers a ropy of them to Mr. Courteene. They are to 
the following effect: the Company is content to take all money and 
merchandise laden in Mr. Courteene'~ three ships now preparing at 
the prices they cost and pay him in money for all, or to permit 
him to adventure all, or such part as he pleases, in this Particular 
Voyage intended for this year only; the ships Mr. Courteene has 
already abroad to be returned according to his directions and upon 
his own account, the Company to have nothing to do with them; 
if Mr Courteene can show that lie has more goods abroad than he 
has ships to bring them home in, he can send out one or two of the 
ships now making ready to fetch the said goods, provided no new 
stock, either m money or goods, is sent in them;' if Mr. Court\!ene 
has more remainmg, requtrlng a longer time to be recovered, the 
C')mpany will allow for the same In England within three months 
afte,- notice at the rate of 5s. per rial of eight for what shall be 
delivered into its cash there, or else bring it home on freight at 
a reasonable rate. An order is received from the House of 
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Commons commanding the Company to forbear the further 
printing of the Amboyna books now in the press, and that they 
be taken to Sir Henry Vane, chairman of the committee for the 
Company's business; the Court directs the Secretary to see that 
this order is obeyed, and expressly commands that the books be 
sealed up this night and taken in the morning to Sir Henry Vane. 
(z-1 ff·) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, MARCH 22, 16421 (Court Book, 
vol. xviii, p. 138). 

The Governor desires to know what propositions Mr. Courteene 
has to make in amwer to those he received from the Company, 
and informs him it is thought right that he should give an account 
of his three ships, with a copy of his last letters and commissions 
sent to the Indies, and also a copy of his last advices received 
from thence. The Governor likewise desires to know what stock 
Mr. Courteene intends to send in the two freighted ships to fetch 
home his remains, and which of the three ships is intended for the 
coast of India and which for Sumatra. Mr. Courteene replies that 
all are designed fur India and all are to return from thence. The 
Governor inquires whether, on the Company taking the three ships 
and their stock, Mr. Courteene will surrender his patent and agree 
never to send out any more, only to receive what is due to him and 
what shall return in his five ships. Hereupon Mr. Courteene 
alleges that he has an estate in China. He is again told that the 
Company will not object to his sending out an empty ship to fetch 
any remains he has in India, and that if the propositIons do not 
satisfy him it is not the Company's fault, he has certainly inter­
rupted its trade and is still doing so, and for redress and prevention 
of this the Company has, as 10 duty bound, acquainted Parliament, 
to whose regulation this business must be left. After much debate 
the dIfferences bct.ween the Company and Mr. Courteene are stated 
as follows: the Company is content to take one of Mr. Courteenc's 
ships, but he expects all three to be taken; the Company expects 
Mr. Courteene to bring his real1ins to its factors and ships, whereas 
he expects the Company to fetch them; Mr. Courteene expects the 

1 Mr. Courteene, SIr WlIham Palmer, and Messrs. Rushoult a.nd Gobert attended. 
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Company to take off' his remains in China, but it is resolved not to 
meddle with them. Hereupon Mr. Governor states his positive 
opinion that the Company will neither fetch away Mr. Courteene's 
goods nor take more than one of his ships, though it will not 
object to the other two being sent out if they go empty; yet for 
fear of the worst it would consent to Mr. Courteene sending 1,0001. 

or z,oool. in them, and Mr. Governor advises him not to send all 
the goods he has provided, in order to avoid leaving any remains in 
the East. As no conclusion is come to, these differences are left to 
he determined by Parliament. (2!- pp.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, MARCH 24, 164Z (Court Book, 
vol. xviii, p. 140). 

The order drawn up yesterday by Sir Henry Vane and the 
committee appointed by Parliament concerning the dispute between 
the Company and Mr. Courteene is read; the Court 'submitt 
thereunto as their act according as it is amended ... and desire 
that the same may bee repol ted to the Commons house of Parlya­
ment '; whereupon Sir Nicholas Crispe and Mr. Ashwell Qre 
entreated to inform Mr. Ash, who has been appointed chairman of 
the said committee in the absence of 51r Henry Vane. The Court, 
on hearing of the ability of Francis Breton, who is second at Surat, 
decrees that he shaH succeed William Fremlyn as President at that 
place, at a salary of 3501. per annum. (i p.) 

PETITION OF THE EAST INDIA COMPANY TO THE HOUSE OF 

COMMONS, [MARCH, 164Z] 1 (PuMc Record Office: East Indies, 
vol. iVB, No. 82). 

Showing that a debt of 63,283/. 9s. is owing to the Company for 
pepper bought by Lord Cottington for the King's use. That the 
new Farmers discounted the customs on goods returned from the 
East Indies in the Caesar in February, 1640 [164I~, which amounted 
to 3,9051. 8s., on those returned in the Crtsptan in June, 1641, which 
amounted to 9,0731. lZS. 6d., and 011 those returned in the Hopewell 
in August, 1641. which amounted to 3,123/. 6s. IId., thus leaving 
47,181/. IS. 7d. still owing, and a further 14.000/. due next 

1 ThIS seems to be the petItion which was read to the House on Ma.rch 36. 
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September. The Company prays that the said discounts may be 
allowed, in consideration of the great hindrance to its trade should 
the money be detained, that the House will assist in the speedy 
recovery of what still is and shall be due, and that some allowance 
may be made for forbearance, because of the Company's great debt 
at interest. (! p.) 

SIR WILLIAM BOSWELL AT TliE HAGUE TO SrR TnOMAS ROE, 

MARCH z8,I64Z (Public Record Office: Dom. Chas.l,vol. cccc\xxxix, 
No. 98) . 

. . . . . The East India Company, I hear, caused the business of 
Amboina to be reprinted, thereby to acquaint and possess the 
Parliament with the same; why, I cannot imagine. Sure I am I 
have given no just cause, the treaty I have in hand being now at 
a better issue than ever, and myself most faithful to them in the 
justice of their cause and in accord with the King. 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, Al'RIL I, 1642 (Court Book, vol. xviii, 
P·141 ). 

A bill of exchange for 54l. presented by Mr. Perryn for money 
taken up in Ireland by J oho Sidery, master of the Dolphtn, to be 
paid and charged to Wilham Newman's account. A demiculverin 
or a saker to be delivered to Mr. Bowen. Mr. Willson, master of 
the Ulysses, to pay 400l. for heef and pork. (! p.) 

'It COURT OF COMMITTEES WITH THE MIXT COMMITTEES,' 

APRIL 6, 1642 (Court Book, vol. xviii, p. 142). 

William Rolfe, uncle and executor of the late Jasper Rolfe, to be 
paid all wages and estate due to the latter, detained in regard of . 
the eighty rials of eight paid to redeem him from captlvity in 
India. Mr. Hugh Wood, havmg adventured 5001. in this Particular 
Voyage, is admitted to the freedom of the Company on payment of 
51.; but claiming freedom by service, having been apprenticed to 
the late Captain Lewis Roberts, he is desired to produce his inden­
ture, when, if it shall appear that such freedom is his due, the 51. 
shall be remitted. Thomas Russell is allowed twenty marks fot 
damaged silk. On consideration of the accounts of Robert Bell, 

R~ 
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John Cooke, Andrew Coggan, Richard Moorer, and Isaac Van Payne, 
who severally underwrote for certain Sl1ms in the Third Joint Stock 
but have paid in nothing, and of the account of Richard Harris, 
who underwrote for 3001. and paid in 751., the Court resolves to 
make a general order for them all and refer the same for confirma­
tion to the next general court, viz., that they shall be adventurers 
only for so much of their money as is in the Company's hands, the 
remainder to be sunk, they to pay neither brokes nor interest, and 
to receive all such divisions as shall appear due on their several 
accounts. Thomas Clarke petitioning for part of his wages is 
advised to have his account perfected and then his petition shall be 
considered. Henry Cowly, an old servant of the Company, is given 
40$. from the poor-box. John Burridge is granted admission to the 
Almshouse at Poplar with the usual allowance. (~! pp.) 

SUGGESTIONS FOR PAYMENT OF THE MONEY OWING TO THE 

COMPANY FOR PEPPER [? MARCH, 1642] (Public Record Office· 
East Indus, vol. iv B, No. 81 II). 

Stating that the pepper cost, at four six months payment, 
63,283/. IlS. Id., but being sold for ready money fetched 
50,6261. 17s. rd. There was thus a loss of 5,753l. lIS. Id. by 
interest, and of 6,9031. 2S. I rd. in price. That if the 9,000/. 

detained for custom of its goods be allowed the Company, the debt 
will then be 54,0001., for satisfaction of which sum it is humbly 
offered for consideration that there is an entire fee farm rent of 
5001. per annum for the manors of Bradbury and Hilton in the 
bishopric of Durham, which if the King would sell outright would 
yield 9,0001. or 10,0001.; that other fee farm rents may be made 
choice of and sold to raise a further considerable sum, and that 
some assignment may be made upon the Fore5.t of Dean, to be paid 
after the Earl of Salisbury and Mr. Browne, the gunfounder, are 
satisfied on their assignments, that when the tonnage and pound­
age is settled, the Company may be paid the remainder of the debt, 
.vith the interest, from the customs on its own commodities. 
(1 p.) 
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ApPLICATION TO THE KING CONCERNING THE MONEY OWING 

TO THE COMPANY FOR PEPPER [? MARCH, 1642] (Publt'c Record 
Office .. East Indies, vol. iv B, No. 81 III). • 

Four of the bonds given for payment of this money are already 
due; and for these the Company has detained the custom on its 
goods, amounting to about 12,000/., which Parliament, at the 
instigation of young Sir Henry Vane, has ordered 1 to be paid 
into the Exchequer for supply of the Navy. Of this sum, 9,000/. 

was due before the assignments on the customs were taken away, 
and a tally and legal discharge for it has already been passed in the 
Exchequer; therefore it may not be much insi~ted upon. On the 
5th instant the Committee for Tonnage and Poundage ordered 
the Company to pay 3,000/. to the Exchequer, which it is content 
to do if it may be quit of the ()ther. If this 9,0001. is allowed 
to the Company, there will then be owing to It about .'54,0001., for 
satisfaction of which it is humbly suggested that the King should 
sell some of his many parks, which are of little use and very costly, 
some ~mall rent only to be reserved for the Crown. That the 
entire fee farm rent of 500/. per annum in the manors of Bradbury 
and Hilton in the bishopric of Durham, if sold, would yield 10,000/. ; 

and that 6,0001. per annum i~ offered for six years for wood from 
the Forest of Dean, not returned as ship timber, and 1,0001. per 
annum for the soil; and that some assignments may be made upon 
these after the Earl of Salisbury and Mr. Browne, the gunfounder, 
have been satisfied. (1 p. Note: No. 81 IV tS a draft of the 
above paper.) 

LORD COTTINGTON AT FONTHILL TO TIlE KING, APRIL J, 

1642 (Publzc Record Office: East Illdzcs, vol. iv n, No. 83). 

Is informed that Parliament has resolved to force the East India 
Company to repay the 12,0001. it has received from cllstoms on its 
goods in part payment of the pepper debt, thus making it determine 
to sue the bonds given for payment, and especially his own, he 
having bought the said peppt'r. If this is done, it WIll sweep away 
all his estate and expose him to the scorn of his enemies. His life 
and fortune are of little value to him in comparison with his service 

1 March 26, J6-4' (Commons' Journal). 


