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PREFACE 

TIlI~ Court Minutes of the East India Company, now 
pre~rved in the Record Department of the In~ia Qffic~ 
ha:e h~en cal-mared down to the close of 16~4 in the late 
1\1r. W. ~~r Sainsbury's invaluable series of CalC1t~ars of 
Statl' fapers, East IndlC~, the last instctlment of whic;h was 
p~lblished by the Public Reclird Office in 18.92. In the 
present volume Miss Sainsbur~\ contmues her father's·work, 
and carries it to the end ~f the year. 1639. It.s to be 
.} h ' • . . h M' f not'yl, {O'l;eVer, t at there IS· ~ gap'm t e mutes rom 

,Tuly, 163~, to ] uly, 1639, ov. ing to the loss of the W'luIl" 
containin?~the entries for th .. ( pellod. 

In ·\:!der to make the "J0rk as compr<..~ a reflex as 
pos<..ible of the Company's"h01l'~ administration, abstracts 
of d:e documents in the lif'!'.>,t hllizes series at the PUf>lic . 
R;~rd Office have been added, also a few papers from 
J:her collections at that office and some miscellaneous items 
r~cp. "the India Office Records. In addition, the refer~c,s 
to lndian affairs in the Domestl( State Papers have been 
reproduced, the descriptions being for the most part quoted 
(by permissIOn) from the official calendars. 

Where the location of a document is not specified, it is 
to be understood to be in the India Office E~ept in the 
:ase of well-known persons and places, it has bee;- tho~ght ., 

a2 
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advisable t() spell fall names as given in the docu~nt\; 
themselvS'!s. [the reader is th'us left to form his' own 
judgement as to which of the se'feral variations is\ to be 
regarded as the right one. 

Acknowledge~ents are due to Sir Henry Maxwell-LY.l:e, 
K.C.B., Beputy Keeper of the Records, for advice on 
various points; to Mr. Edward Salisbury, of the Public 
Record Office, for assistance in examining th~ docume~ts 
there; and to Mr. Wa11ace, of the Privy Council O[fice, 
br afford}ug facilities in consulting the Privy Council 
Registers ot the time. 

The' Index has been prepared by Miss Sainstury. 

\7\1. r. 



INTRODUCTION 
• AT the beginning of 1635, the date when this Ca1tndar com-

mence~, the Worshipful Company of Merchants of !'<1ndon Trading 
int~ the East Indies had been in existence just over a third of 
a ~entU1Y. Its careCI had been a chequered one. Far and wide 
over tt:e lands and seas of Southern Asia its servants had roamed, 
fror: Persia and the Red ·Sea ports on the west to Japan and tbl! 
Isl<!> of Banda or the east, and many fair hopes had be';!n built . , 
on its ea"ly ~J!ccesses. Butl as time passed, factory aftel factory 
was abando-oed, owing either to Dutch competition or to the 
imposaibllity of developing any hade capable of YIelding 1lhe high 
profits required to balance the ex~enses and risks igcurred, while' 
of tho<;e that were stIll maintained several were rather a dra~n than 
othel wIse. Much of the mone}· attracted to the Compcmis coffers 
bJ its favourable stal t had been ,wdsted in t'bese futile experiments, 

• and the 'COI fidence of the investors in the golden nature of Eastern 
trade hal smtained a rude ~hock. Nor were othel dis~urag. 
ments wan.ing. 1 he cost of ~hipph1g wa~ always heavy, vessels 
wore.c..,l rapidly in tropical w~tel <', and man~ at precious cargo 
disappeared beneath the waves -111 the halardous homcward voyage. 
Thcn, too, the Company's servants pad 'more and more openly 
• •• devoted themselves to tradinf! on their own account. To a ce'hain 

ext;nt this was recogmzed dS legitImate; but It was notorious that 
most of the factors pushed the practtce to excess, and we are told 
that. in one year the amount .)f private trade carried on reached •• die high total of 30,00011 The example set by the fact<Jrs \\ras 
assiduously followed by the officers and seamen of the Company's 
ships Royal proclamations had fixed the amount and kinds of 
good,> allowed to be exported and imported as private trade, and 
had threatened pUll1shment to all who exceeded these limits. But 

1 Mr ':>amsbury's preface to the (alendar for 1630-34, p xiX B(l:;.'thby, m his True 
LJec'arat~on, allege$ that two of the Company's servants made 30,oooe and !lo,oool. 
respeetlv"lv In less than SiX y~ars. 
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not a vessel left or returned to Eng1ish~aters without smug~ling 
goods abqard 01 d'shore; \'lhile in the East it was impossible to set 
bounds to the port-to-port trade. • When we add the losses 
sustained tl]rough the troubles with the Dutch, and the discourage. 
ment caused by the King's readinC'<;<; to allow interlopers to invade 
the Company's mo,nopoly, we can easily understand why at titftes 
the most optimistic of the adventurers gave way to despondency. 

Before pro~e"eding to summarize the events recorded 'in the 
present volume, it may be convenient to introduce to the reader 
the members of the directorate and their principal officers. The 
important post of Governor was filled at this time by Sir' Morris 
J\bbot, kni~ht and alderman, who had been elected to that poktion 
in March, 1624, on the death of Aldf'rman Hallid"a'y' He belOl'ged 
lo a group of clever brothers, of whom one (George) .. becalhe Arch. 
bishop of Canterbury, and another (Robert) Bishop ~f Salisbury. 
Morris' (Maurice) had' devoted himself to foreign trade, al'd was 
nov. in the .front rank of L:mdon merchants. The Deputy 
Go~ernor was Alderman Christopher Clitherow, who, like Abbot, 
had occutP'ied his post for nearly c\even years. The duties of the 
Treasurer were discharged by Robert Bateman. He had held t}-·is 

( 

responsible office, first in conjunction with William Stone and then 
alone, ~'om March, 1620. The list of the twenty-four' C~mmittees~ 
or Directors contained the name, of six aldermen,Sir Hugh 
Hammersley, An(hony Abdy, I-lenry Andrews, Richar~ l'enn, 
Henry Garway, and Hugh Perry; the others being Samuel 
Armitage, Thomas Bo~vr.e~t, Tho,Was Burnell, William Cokayne, 
Matthew C.raddock, Richard Davies,'Wi lliam Garway, John Gay~r, 
Job Harby, Thomas Kerridge (formerly President at Su~at), 

John Langham, John Milward, Thomas Mun (the writer on 
economics), Thomas Mustard, Abraham Reynardson, Willia:n 
Spurs'owe, Thomas Styles, and John Williams. Of the offi~~rs 
of the Company the most important was the Secretary, Edward 
Sherborne, who had been appointed to that post in April, 1625, 
having previously served in the same capacity the Lord Treasurer 
Salisbury ano the Lord Keeper Bacon.1 His assistant was John 
Cappur, who ,~cld also the quaint appointment of' Remembrancer '. 

1 Early in J 536 he succeeded to the post of Clerk to the Ordnance Board, retaining, 
however, hiS posItion at the India House (p. 246). 
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The, Accountant was .an eld and trusted servant named Jeremy 
Sam brooke; and with him ,we may mention t(:~e Book-keeper 
Andrew Ellam. Of the rest we shall most frequently hear of 
Mr. William Acton, the Company's Solicitor; of Richard Mount'1ey, 
the • Husband '; of his son JOhn, who appears to have been em­
?I¢Yed in the counting-house; and of John Spiller, the Beadle. 

The actual financial position at the beginning·of 1635 appears to 
lave b~en as follows. The current stock was that> kn~wn as the 
Tl1ird Joint Stock " which had been started four years earlier with 

1 hpital of 420,700/.1 No dividend ha~ yet been paid. and on 
June 2~, 1634, the Governor had told the subscribers that they 
must not look for any rettfrn for a year or two longer. In additiov 
to ~his gcneral fund, three suhscriptions had bcetf raised. for 
separate" 'PersPi' Voyages', and an abortive: attempt hid been 
made in May, 1631, to raisc a fourth. This division of interests 
had r~<;ulted in such an inextricable tangre of accounts .that in 
Octobcr, 1634, it was a,5reed that the three Voyages should be 
amalgamated with the Joint Stock at a valuation ~f 160/" 1~I., 
and 140/. per ccnt. rcspectivel,.2 In addition to its liabilities to 
it .. stockholders the Compan~ was considt!rably in debt both in 
India and England; in the form"cr country it owed 100,0001., and 
in the latter 300,000/. (p. 24). This was not in itself especiall¥ 
alarming, ai the Company had jlways borrowed largely to carryon 
its trid.; but it was somewhat. disquieting that t~cse heavy com­
mitments should coincide witl1 a great depression in thc Indian 
trade, due to the frightful famine which nad ravaged Gujarat in 
1'630 -31. 

t Thc natural result of the absence of a dividend was a certain 
amoupt of discontent amongst the shareholders, many of whom 

~ .t\·paper noted on p. 284 give, th~ original subscription as 425,000/. and the amount 
actually expended np to June, 1637, ab Soc ,000/. ThIS of course included borrow~rndP!ey. 

2 These amount" included both capital and prolits. The latter may seem to be fairly 
large, but it must be remembered that the stocks had been running for several years, 
and that the current rate of interest in London, for well-secured loans, was from 6 to 8 
per cent. per annum. As n matter of /act, the adventurers of the First Voyage had 
already received back their principal and 40 per cent. profit; those in the Second their 
principal and 50 per cent. profit; and those III the Third their prmcipal only. Hence the 
sums now placed to their credit in the Joint Stock were 20, 30, and 40 per cent. respec­
tively of their originni subscriptions. The final profit on the Third" J~nt Stack was 
35 per cent. (Samh.ooke's Account). 
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were inclined to attribute the ill success of the Company's opera­
tions to the Qat:) management of. the governing body. • This 
irritation' was evinced in many ways.. and was not lessened by 
the.long-standing dispute as to the exact relations of the directorate 
and the' generality'. Many of the stockholders maintained tha~ 
the Governor and Committees were merely delegates, who o~ht 
to keep their constituents fully acquainted with the state of affairs, 
and refer ·aU 'matters of importance to them for decisioh. Sir 
Morris Abbot and his colleagues, however, while admitting a certain 
responsibility to the generality, were inclined to fight for a free 
hand in the management of the affairs of the Company, re'lying on 
.?ast practice and the wording of the charter. They resente'i! the 
imputation' that they were salaried officials, and they t10ted 
significintly that they, personally, held more ·~cock tl1an four 
hunrlred of tlu.; generality (p. 46). It was, in fact, a weakness in 
the cOllstitution of die Company that the members all v9ted on 
a (ooting of equality, irrespectil4C of the amount of their holdings; 
so-that the 'man with 10,0001. at stake had no more voice in 
a decision of the General Courtf-the ultimate authority on all 
great is~ues-than orfe with 1001 •• Now, the Company may,be 
said roughly to have been composed of two classes. The first 
~onsisted of merchants largely dependent on the Inilian trade, 
being themselves engaged either ~n the sale of the ~ommoditics 
at home or in th~ir re-export to /oreign countries. Thes. 1Ilost1y 
took out their dividends in goods: and thus made a second profit j' 

and in any case it was 'vital to their interests that the trade should 
con\inue. The majority of the 'Company, howevc')", were sm~Il 
sharehvlders, who regarded the stock merdy as a means of in'iest­
ment, and, when they saw little chance of a dividend, were chiefly 
eager to withdraw their principal. The former class was of c')urse 
stt0t.f, in the Court of Committee'>, for by a rule established( in 
1628 no one was eligible for election to that body unless he 
possessed .,tock to the value of 2,0001.; but the small holder was 
supreme in the General Court, with the result that from time to 
time serious friction arose between the two bodies.1 In the present 

1 When the J~l1t Stock of 1657 was started, a rule was introduced by which votes were 
proportioned t:1) a member's holding, and this system was continued until the dissolution 
of the Company. 
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instance the malcontents w~e strong enough to give considerabl~ 
troub};, At a General Meeting held on Novemb~r.Zl, 16)4, they 
proposed the appointment of. a special committee of twelve share­
holders to look into the accounts; but the suggestion was in-
4ignantly scouted by the governing body, and Sir Morris Abbot 
refuted to put the motion, This somewhat hi~h-handed action 
was followed a month later (December 24) by an order of the 
Court o'f Committees prohibiting any of the ordin'a?y members 
pf the Company from examining the accounts and correspondence 
or attending (as had been not unusual) to hear the letters from the 
East react On February 6, 1635, the Committees went so far as 
to determine to put down "the Quarterly General Cout;.ts, on the 
groutfci that they only cegat troublesome debates. When, how­
ever, on the afte~oon of the same day, they faced their dissl\tisfied 
constituents, tt'teir courage seems to have ebbed rapidly away, and 
we hear. no more of this valiant intention. "The first breere was 
over the transfer of the' Persia Voyages' to the] oint ~tock. The 
opponents could not deny that this had been authorized ~t 

a general meeting, but they decPdred that the proposal h~d been 
ma~e without sufiicient notice~ and carriea too hastily. The 
sug6estion [or the appointment ~f a committee of investigation 
wa~ again brought forward, but it was staved off by a declaration 
that four of the regular Commi1itee'i were already engaged on the 
task, aide hoped within two or tlvec months to ~rooucc a perfect 
statement of accounts. Finally, \he meetinf; fell upon the recent 
order forbiddin:z promiscuous examinatit>n of the letterbooks and . ~ .. 
• edgers. 'An honourable lord' denied the right of the Com-
mittees to give such orders to the detriment of the generality; 
to which the Governor replied that the action had been taken for 
theJl,Q.')d of the Company, and partly in consequence of a censure' 
from the State for ~uffering their letters to be made so puM"iC"'; 
adding that the order was not intended to exclude lords and 
gentlemen who were adventurers, but certain persons who used the 
opportunity to create scandals and dissensions. This attempt to 
draw a distinction failed to improve matters, and a division was 
challenged on the question whether the Committees had any power 
to make such an order without the sanction of the gen~al body. 
This was decided in the negative, and it was then determined to 
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remit to the next Quarterly Court the co"sideration of the advisability 
of confirming .ot~rejecting the new rule. 

Whi1~ this dispute was going on'f the Committees were busily 
engaged in preparing two vessels for dispatch' to Surat. Of these, 
the William had been for some years in the Company's servicr-, 
and the Crispiall had recently been purchased for 2,7001. 'rom 
Captain (afterwards Sir Nicholas) Crispe, with a condition that her 
name shoutd- not be changed. Richard Gilson was appointed 
master of the furmer, and Thomas Lee of the latter; ~vhil~ • Captain Browne was chosen chief commander of the fleet, to 
hoist his flag in the William. Full details are given of the 
purchase ~f stores and goods, the hiring of men, the provi\ion of 
ordnance, &c. ; 'and we may specially note the active part taR en in .. . 
all thjse mattcr~ by the Committees themselv<!.s. Most of the 
actual purchasing seems to have been done by members of the 
Court, and it is not unusual to find them 'entreated' -to make 
journey" of •. considerable length on the Company's busine~s. In 
sfJite of all efforts, however, it seems to have been the middle of 
March,..ro35, before the vessels It:ft th(; Thame". The Court then 
turned its attention to the unlading-of the Do/phin, which h::td arfived 
from the East towards the end of January with a car~o of pepper, 
cloves, and sugar, estimated to be worth 5Koool. ihis was her 
last voyage, for she was pronou~cd unfit for further service, and 
was thereup()f;l !;old, together 'fith another ship, the -5~:{cilm~fJc. 
The l11ary seems to have been 'the only ~hip now left at home, 
and It was resolved tn cq.nsequence to make a considerable reduc-, . . 
tion in ~he charges of the Company's clo<..kyard at B1ackwall: 
whereupon the salarip.s of several of the principal officers employed 
there were largely reduced (May 8), to their great dissatisfaction. 

On April ::q. another General Court was held. The Committees 
llatI~prevlOusly determined to resist any motion permitting p'rfvate 
members to view the accounts, on the ground that this would 
hinder the auditors and accountants, who were now busily engaged 
upon them; but the mecting was for once harmonious, the share­
holders bein;:; too much engrossed with the question of the sale 
of the J)olphzI/'s goods to go into other mattcrs. On the 8th of 
the follQ:wing month, however, the question was fully discussed. 
The order forbidding access to the Company's ledgers (except 
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to the separate accounts of' the adventurers) was now presented 
(or co~firmation, and Sir M\)rris Abbot urgea ,its adoption. 
A long discussion followed, ajld at length it was agreed that the 
accountants should be allowed to finish their work undisturbed, and 
tfiat when they had drawn out a balance, a special committee of 
six ct the adventurers-elected by the meeting-should go through 
and report. The order regarding promiscuous examination of the 
acco~nts ·was directed to be brought up in an amended 'form at the 
next Quarterly Court. 

• The long-expected statep1ent of accounts was ready by June 12, 

when a somewhat strange course was adopted by the Court of 
Comnlttees. On the proposal of the Deputy Govern"or it was 
decidt!d tr conce~l from the recently appointed committee of 
investigation the· amount of the Company's inrlebtedness." The 
accountants w:re ordered to revise their statement, and meanwhile 
all presoot anu the Company's officials wer~ enjoined to 'Strict 
secrecy. When in the afternoon thee generality assemQ,led to hear 
the expected slatement, they were told that it was ready, but th<ft 
the Court had decided to have l'! ' perfected' by some of ,its own 
menabers before submitting it to" th.e Special t:ommittee. This at 
once raised a hubbub, the objectors clamouring to have the state-• ment pre"ented intact to the investigators; but the Deputy and 
others strongJy withstood this, (j,eclaring that for want of proper 
inform<lii~ from the East it was.merely' a rovineg estimate " and 
might prove to be misleading. 'these arguments, however, were . 
brushed aside, and it was ordereQ that 1l1c accountants' figures for 

• • c ~c stock abroad should be delivered on the following Monday 
to the Special Committee, and that a second balance, for the 
Company's estate at home, should be prepared \vithin ten days, 
and.~.nded to the same Committee. The members of the latter 
were then to go through these accounts, and present them to~~ 
generality at a special meeting. On the motion of the Deputy, 
the members of the Committee were· instructed to keep the 
particulars secret; and a resolution was also carried to shorten 
the minutes of future General COUlts by omitting 'impertinent 
passages and discourses '. Either the idea of concealing the debt 
from the investigators was abandoned, or else they weW! talked 
into conniving at its suppression, for they seem to have had full 
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access to the accounts, and to have been satisfied with the results. 
The ad)ourner.l 'general meeting W(f'S held on July I, but only three 
members of the Special Committee dlttended, and they differed in 
their conclusions. They agreed, however, that the statements 
submitted by the accountants were full and accurate. With tJ?is 
the generality, after hearing the statements read, professed 1(Ilem­
selves well satisfied, and the powers of the Special Committee were 
declared to' be at an end. The assembly declined, however, to pass 
the desired order prohibiting members of the Company from vi~wing 
the accounts or attending to hear the letters read, but deferred its 
comiueration to a later date. ' 

The General Court of Election for 1635 was held on July 3. 
Abbot was reappointed Governor, and Mr. R.obert Batenlan, in 
spite o')f .:;orne objectlO.l on his part, was again elected Treasurer. 
It was necessary to find a new Deputy, for Alderman Clitherow 
was to be the next Lord Mayor, and therefore could not vndertake 
to serve the Company any lor.ger; whereupon the assembly elected 
Alderman Abdy to the po')t. He was absent at the time, and 
appare,nt1y had not been a~ked \('hdher he would stand, for at the 
next meeting of the' Committees' he both by letter and "in parson 
refused to accept the office. As no fre"h election could be made 
except by the general body, the post remained vacant until their 
next meeting (September 9), whertAlderman Garway was appointed 
to fill the va:ancy, while Abdy.,consented to take Gan:a~;'s place 
as a Committee. On the latter date, ab,o, the Governor had the 
pleasing task of announcing to the adventurers the arrival of three 
ships from the East, viz. the JOllall (or t('ltas) from Surat, and tl'-c 
liart and Swan from Rmtam. A motion was at once made that 
a dividend should be paid, but this was refused. As the Company 
was now in funds, Sir Morris Abbot frankly disclosed the ('.~nseal­
'tilcnt which had been practised regarding the debt, and took 
occasion to read the generality a little homily on their mistrust 
of the Court. Further, he announced that the prospects of trade in 
India had been much improved by a c;onvention which President 
Methwold had negotiated in person with the Portuguese Viceroy at 
Goa in the preceding January. By this important agreement (p. 4) 
the treat~ which had been concluded at Madrid in November, 1630, 
was extended to the East Indies, and an end was put to the desul-
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tory warfare which had trollibled the Indian seas from the first 
appeara'hce of our countrymen i51 those waters. .• 

Methwold's good services in this respect were cordially acknow-• ledged by the Committees in their next dispatches. They were, 
however, still rather despondent about the Surat trade, for they 
or~e~d a private letter to be written to Methwold warning him to 
prep:re for the withdrawal of the Indian factories if better treatment 
were not-experienced, and they also decided to ask Kin~ Charles to 
write~to the Great Mogul to the same effect (p. 116). In Persia, 
too, the aspect of affairs was disquieting, for the Shah was showing 
a royal d~regard of his contract with the Company, and the trade 
was IlfIch disorganized in ~onsequence. In order to stir up the 
monal¥:h to a proper sense of his obligations it was resolved to send 
him (no dt>ubt wi('h an altered elate) a letter from King qlaries 
which the Co~pany had previously procured but not dispatched 
(p. 126) .• Mention is also made of a flowe-"y epistle frOIIl the 
Persian monarch to His Majesty of ~ngland, which was presented . . 
to the latter on December IS by a deputation headed by the 
Governor. The King 'vouchsafed to read every word himselfe, 
comrending therein the high and lofty style'; and noticing a 
desire expressed by the Shah fo: tne services of European c1ock­
makers. paitfters, and limners, he recommended the Company to 
comply as far as possible with this request (p. J 32). • • The u~vourable aspect of the trade indued! .he Court to • • scrutinize carefully its outgoingJ. and particularly the expenses 
at horne. As already mentioned, several economies had been • effehed at Blackwall; and a1t~ough the home charges ndll\' 
:mounted only to 5.226/. ] 3s. 4d. (p. 117), it was resolved to 
apply the pruning-knife to the salaries of the office establishment. 
Two clays before Christmas a revised list was adopted, which, 
exc~~ in the case of a few favoured individuals. showed r~t.>tt 
tions of from 20 to 50 per cent. in the emoluments of the staff. 
The Court also decided that the Company was too poor to give 
its usual New Year's gifts to courtiers and officials, with the 
significant exceptions of the Clerks of the Privy Council, the 
Judge of the Admiralty Court. and the King's master-cook. The 
customary Christmas benevolences were not, however, imitted j 
a sum of lOt. was distributed among the poor of Stepney, a chal-
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dron of coal and 20s. given to the aimilmen at Poplar, and a further 
sum to the wid(1JWS of men who had died in the Company's·service. 

The 'year 1635 is memorable in.the annals of the Company 
for the commencement of a competition on the part of a rich 
and influential body of interlopers under the direct encouragement 
of the Crown. The willingness of Charles to ignore the privL.eg~s 
granted by his predecessors had already been "hown by hit dis­
patching t}Y2 SeailONe under Captain Quail to the Red Sel. in 1630, 
when England was still at war With Spain. Quail was furnished 
with a commission to capture the ships and goods of the subjelts of 
the Spani.':>h king or of any other ,,>overeign not in league and amity 
with England; and on the strength of'this authority he mac}; prize 
of a Mala.'bar junk. for which the Company'" servants at Surat were 
forced, to pay full compensation. The Seahorse treturnc'd in July, 
1633, and the Company doubtless hoped that thel'~ would be no 
repetition of the voyage; but in any ca~e it could not w~ll object 
to the Kin&" sending his own sllip to any part of the world when the 
<9Stensible object was the waging of war with the national enemy. 
HoweveJ;, the matter did not esc?,pe the vigilant eyes of Endymion 
Porter: the well-known courtier and royal favourite, who was al}yays 
on the watch for opportunitie"> of making money.1 The native 
traffic between the Red Sea and the Indian ports was .:onducted in 
rich and defenceless junh.':>, while ,an e"\.cusc for privateeting C0uId 
always be fOlm~ in the fact that the peace with Spailt was not 
recogni/ed when once the Equ"tor had been clossed. The fact 
that most of the junk'> from India provided them!>elves with passes 
frbm the Company's factors guarantf'Ping them against capture br 
English ships was not likely to trouble either Porter or his royal 
master, any more than the clause in the charter by which King 
James bound himself and hi.-, Sllcces'>ors not to ' grant liberty,}icence 
m [¥>ower to any person or persons whatsoever . . . to sail,' lJass, 
trade or traffick to the said East Indies' without the consent of the 
Company. 

An expedition to the Red Sea, in imitation of that of the Sea­
horse, wa.':> therefore resolved upon; and in order to provide the 
necessary funds Porter took into partnership two young London 
merchanrs, Thomas Kynaston and Samuel Bonnell, of whom the 

I See MISS Dorothea Townsend" Life and Letters of Mr. ElldYlltlOlt Porter, pp. 149-51. 
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former was cashier to Sir Ahraham Dawes, while the latter was in 
the service of Sir William Cout1een), one of the b~t-known mer­
chant-princes of the day. The Company not unnaturally concluded 
that Courteen was at the ba;k of the whole scheme, and indeed 
some evidence was obtained that he was part-owner of one of the 
ve;sela employed (p. 209); but, later on, affidavits were sworn by 
the y~unger Courteen and by Kynaston that Sir William had 
really nottling to do with the expedition. and this was )confirmed 
by tlfe King himself (p. 226). Kynaston and Bonnell freighted 
two sl1ips-the Samaritan of 2.')0 tons and the Roebuck of 100-

and placed them under the command of William Cobb, with Richard 
Oldfiel<i and William Ayres ac; the respective masters; while Porter 
obtaineel a licence under the j)rivy s~al authorizing these v'essels to 
visit any p;trt of tIJt! world and capture the ships and goods of any 
state not in leag\le and amity with His Majesty. Armed with this 
document , Cobb started for the East in Apr", 1635, the w-hole 
affair having been managed with such. secrecy that the East India 
COffil-lany had ne suspicion of the blow which had been t1ealt at it'> 
interests. • 

This expedition was clearly a speculation in privateering, and did 
not i~)ply any competition with the Company in actual trade. It 
resulted, as ~ shall see, in considerable loss and trouble to that 
body, but there it might have ended, as previous interloping 
ventures hid ~one. lJnfortunatery , however, whi)e the interest 
of Porte/ and his partners in the slJbject was still fresh: there came 
the new,; of the Convention of Goa, which threw open the Indo­
Porttlguese marts to English trade"!Uld tht!s offered an entirely ne," • and profitable field of commerce. Moreover, the news was brought 
by a man who was not only eager to make the most of the oppor­
tunity ~hus afforded but was also nursing a grievance against the 
East·IlIdia Company. John Weddell had many years of dist ....... , 
guishcd service behind him; yet when his flagship, the Charles, was 

1 Fourth R~port of the Royal I/IStOl ical jlJ.~S. COli/miSSIOn, p. 292 i also Bio,,>raphliJ 
Britannica (ed. 1789), vol. iv, where a full a.:count is given of the Courteens, father and 
'011, together with an abstract of Sir William's Will dated May 22. 16;16 in which an 
anuuity of sol. is Jeft to his servant Samuel Bonnell: so long as he contin;es in the em­
ployment of the testator's son. A Samuel BOllnell (probably the srune) is mentioned in 
the Conrt Minutes for February 2~, 1630, 'lnd a douht \vas then expressed whe~er he was 
yet of full age. 
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accidentally burnt at Swally, the Court refused to appoint him 
to another ship.- and ordered him h~me. By the friendly connivance 
of the Surat Council, he was returning in command of the '.Jonas; . ~ 

but he must have had little hope of re-employment, and was pro-
bably very indignant at the way in which he had been treated. He 
had been with Methwold at Goa at the time of the negoliation 
of the Convention, and apparently he had grounded thereon £ plan 
for exploiting the situation for his own advantage. Sir William 
Monson, who met him in the Channel (July, 1635), wrCJte ~o 
Secretary Windebank that Weddell had information to give" how 
His Majesty may be honoured and profited by that East India 
voyage) and that he had promised to> repair to Windebanl- imme­
diately dn arrival (p. 80). It must then have been easy for WeddelJ 
and Nathaniel Mountney (the cape merchant·")[ the '.Jonas and 
Weddell'" cl.~SOclate in the plan) to get into touch \.'ith Porter, and 
Porter would naturally introduce his partners, Kynaf:.ton and Bonnell. 
What now lemained was to get the King's approval and to find 

.a capitalist willing to provide the necessary funds. About the 
former there was no difficulty; (l-nd, once the King's patronage had 
been 'secured, the capitalist was forthcoming in the person of 
Sir William Courteen. + 

The plans of the new association were soon formt-d. A '>trong 
fleet was to be provided, which would '>ail first to Goa and then to 
Macao, and possibly to Japan. The King him,>elf ebtered heartily 
into the project and put down lXs name for IO,OOOl,l (p. dJ). To 
place matters on a sound footing a royal commission was issued on 
December 12, 1635, to Wcddeh'and Mountncy, authorizing them 
to undertake a voyage to Goa, Malabar, Chma, and Japan (p, 127). 
The document is a c..urious one. In the preamble mention is made 
of the Goa Convention (Weddell and Mountney being elevated 
....!.::lost to the position 9f principals on the English f:.ide) and cf the 
benefits likely to accrue to English commerc~ from the oppor­
tunities thereby afforded; the East India Company is declared 
to have failed to settle and fortify as it ought to have done~, with 

1 From a letter given on p. 18B It appears that the Kmg did not actually pay the 
money) but wa" credited With the stock on the understall(llng that Interest and insurance 
would be deducted fI')m any profits payable to him. Secretary Wmdebank's Interest was 
secured b/ia gIft of 1,0001. stock on the same conditions (p. 124). 

• Dareil explams (Strange NewJ, p. 4) that the mtentlOn of the new associatlon was 
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the result that trade has be~n lost, to the detriment of the royal 
customs; and, as an additional reason for favouring the present 
venture, it is stated that the long-desired passage round the north 
of America will probably be discovered if attempted (as intended) 
from the side of Japan. Authority is therefore given to Weddt".ll 
arid lfountney to proceed to the East with the fleet now prepared 
and to trade freely in the parts mentioned. Should China or 
Japan be reached, a vessel is to be dispatched to seC!'k the said 
passclge, and the discoverers are promised half of any benefits that 
may -result. A c;eal is appointed for the use of the adventurers; 
the servants of the East India Company are forbidden to molest or 
hinder,the voyage in any way , and those concerned are not to be 
questiqned in a court of law for anything done in pursuance of this 
commission. F ullther, as a token that they are employed by the 
King, the ship~ clre authorized to carry the Union flag. By other 
letters of the same date Courteen and his partt1ers were empowered 
to take up 40,0001 in foreign coin or lmllion; and a grant a week 
later authorized Weddell to make reprisals on the Portugues(!f 
should they withdraw the concessi,.ns they had offered. • 

The fleet destined for this venture consisted of six vessels, the 
• Dragon, SUll, K atizerme, Plantcr. Annc, and DIscovery. The pre-

paration of ~o many ships and the engagement of several of its 
former servants did not of course escape the notice of the Company, 
and in Ja~uary, 1636, the Govern~r and Deputy ma~e representa­
tions to the King on the subject -His reply was an assurance that 
Weddell's fleet would not do anything to pn!judice the Company, 
but was to be employed on a secr~t de~i~ which His Majesty did 
~ot think fit to reveal (p. 142). A month later a fresh representa­
tion was made through the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and 
Charles replied with emphasis that ( , upon the word of a King and 
as h~ rs a Christian King ') no hindrance was intended to the COIIP 
pany's trade, and that the ships would not go near the Company's 
factories but were for a voyage of discovery (p. 157). The rumours, 
however, grew more persistent and more definite, and on March 8 
the Governor, Deputy, and two Committees went to Whitehall 

'to settle factones and plant collomes after the Dutch manner'. It IS a cunous coincidence 
that In httle more than four years from this time the Company's servants, .. building 
Fort St. George (Madras), really e~ta,Jllihed a fortified colony lifter the Dutch model. 

posn •• c ... b 
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with a formal petition from the Company. They waited all the 
morning in vain, and when at last they were admitted to the 
presence the King took their memori~l without vouchsafing a word 
in reply; and though the Governor next morning invoked the aid 
of the Archbishop of Canterbury no notice appears to have been 
taken of the Company's respectful remonstrance (p. 164). -The • question had perforce to be dropped, and in April Weddell's fleet 
sailed bold1y away under the King's colours. Still, the Cofumittees 
did not lose heart. 'This shall nothing discomfort us " they wrote; 
, wee hope the East India Companie maie stand and florish when 
these new undertakers maie bee wearie of what they have taken in 
hand, when they have, to their cost, well paid for the same.' \' And 
so it proved. 

The CUlllluct of Charles had been indefensib~e. The grounds 
on which it was sought to justify the breaking of the explicit 
pledge given by the Crown in the Company's charter were, as 
we have seen, that the Com,pany had neglected to use its privi-• +eges to the full, that its trade was decaying, and the royallevenue 
from customs was declining in ca.nsequence. To all this the answer 
was simple. The members of the Company had embarked (their 
capital on the faith of a royal charter which guaranteed them 
an exclusive concession, or (should this be found to be contrary to 
national interests) three years' potice in order that they might 
withdraw frqm the trade. Their inability to enl~rgCl the area 
of their operations was due solely to the unwillingness of the public 
to invest in a commerc~ subj~c,t to such uncertainties and fluc-

-tuations; and obviously to license others to enter upon the trade-:­
and especially to reap the benefits of a convention obtained by the 
efforts of the Company's servants-was the very way to make 
matters worse. Even if the fleets sent out kept clear of th,e Com­
f,tU-llY's factories, their return cargoes must depress prices and lower 
the profits now derived from the trade. Mill, with his usual bias 
against the Company, suggests that the general opinion of the nation 
was against the continuance of the merchants' privileges (' nothing 
less seeming necessary to embolden the King to such a violation of 
their charter '), though he admits that in such case the stipulated 
notice f)ight well have been given and a legal end put to the 

1 Letter to the factors in Persia, May 25,1636 (I. O. Letterb(J(Jks, vol. i, p. I:U). 
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monopoly. That, however, was not Charles's way. Probably he 
had committed himself to favoning Porter's scherftes without any 
clear perception of the harm ~hey were likely to do to the ;xisting 
Company or the resentment they would arouse; and when these 
things became manifest his pride would not let him draw back, and 
he ~ok refuge as usual in a tortuous diplomacy. He aimed at 
keeping his pledges to the new association, wh;Ie at the same time 
inducing- the Company to carryon its trade as usual. -The result 
was that he satisfied nobody, and only increased the mistrust with 
which he was "egarded by a large and important section of the 
nation. 

The'departure of Wedrle'l's fleet was quickly followed by the 
death Jf the principal promoter, Sir William Courteen, which took 
place on May 27,e:£636.1 Hit, affairs were left in a distressed con­
dition~, and hI/son and executor, William, found himself compelled 
to bOI row in order to satisfy the more presstng of the creditors. 
This made it all the more necessary t4at the newassoci .. tion should 
be put on as permanent a footing as possible, and during the next 
few months we find active negotiatiorms going on between the persons 
inte~sted, wIth the object of settling their respective shares and 
obtaining a royaJ grant to enable them to send out a fresh fleet. 
The result of these efforts we sh.lll sec later. 

We must now return to the C~mpany's own efforts to maintain 
the trade .• Towards the end of 1635 the Swan had b~n dispatched 
to the coast of Coromandel; and the programme for the new year 
included the early departure of the Mar~ and Hart for Surat and •• ~antam respectively. The date of departure of the latter is n&£'" 
known, but the lVlary left Gravesend on March l5, and the Downs 
on April 14 (Manne Records, vol. Ixii). There being no immediau:.. 
need o~ the services of the Jonas, she was, after being repaired, let 
out ~n hire to the King for employment with the fleet which unm!\­
the Earl of Lindsey made a vainglorious and useless cruise in the 
English Channel from May to October. This was the squadron 
equipped from the famous levy of ship-money, and we may note in 

1 Smyth's Obztltary, and a note on p. ,127 of the Bz()graphza Bntanmca, vol. IV. 

1 The equIpment of Weddell's fleet had cost over 120,000/ (p 275), ofwhtch Courteen 
contnLllted by far the greater part. SIr I'aul PlDdar IS said to have lent him (at the 
KIng's InstIgatIOn) about 36,000/ 'or this purpose. (Fraud a"d Offressun heleded, by 
G. C[arew], 1676, and A BrIef Rl11t()nstrancc, by John Brown, 1680.) 

bz 
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passing that in January, 1635, and Ma!'ch, J636, the Company paid, 
appareptly without demur, its share of this unpopular impost. 

At the yearly Court of Election JJ.e1d on July I, 1636, Abbot, 
Garway, and Bateman were reappointed Governor, Deputy, and 
Treasurer respectively; and six new Committees were elected, 
in accordance with thE" now well-established practice of a ~urth 
of their number retiring annually. Towards the end of September 
came the welcome intelligence that two ships, the Palsg"rave and 
Reformation, were nearing home from Bantam, the former ·with 
a cargo worth at least J 00,0001. But a few weeks later the Court 
heard with dismay that the Palsgra1Je had been wrecked near Ply­
mouth and only a portion of her goods saved; while the Ref 01 ma#01t 

also ran some dangcr from bad weather and did not get into the 
Thames until about November 25. The dbastet shook the Com­
pany s credit, and the Committees hit upon a cunous expedient 
to steady matters. 'It wa'> decided to draw up a policy of assurance, 
guaranteeing (for a percent~ge) that roo,oool. (over and above 
charges) would be returned from the Indies within two yf"ars; and 
this was 'to be offered to publit.: subscription, none to underwrite 
more than J ,0001. or less than 5001. Thc form of policy, however, 
was not settled till May, 1637, and we have no information to 
what extent the invitation was accept cd ; though, judging from 
Mr. Smithwick's eagerne"s, at tQC end of 1639, to get hi" name 
inserted in thr:! list, the guarantee was a success. 

A further trouble to the Company was the increased demand for 
customs. A fresh' book of ra!es' had been issued in July, 1635 
to come into force at the beginning of November, 1636. In this 
new schedule the rateable price of pepper was trebled, although 
that commodity had fallen largely in value, and the result was that, 
as the Company complained, the duty was actually 75 per cent. 
01 the net amount received. l So vexatious wa" this increase 
deemed that a propo'>al was made (p. 197) to send the Reformation 

J Macpherson (llutory of tIle Europeall Commerce wltl, bldla, p. 117) explains that 
the rateable pnce of pepper • was advanced from Is. 8d. to 5', a pound, whereby the 
duty, bemg ch< Iged ad zlalorem, was raised from one penny to threepence, while the 
selling prIce had fallen from 2S 6d. to IS. Id, from w!uch deductmg sixpence for freight 
and charges, there remamed only seven pence as the net pnce, and only fourpence after 
dednctmg~e duty 0f threepence, which thus appears to have been seventy-five per cent. 
on the real pnce '. 
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to Holland, and sell her cargo there instead of in London. Such 
a move would certainly have 'drawn down on tift! Company the 
King's anger, and the suggestion was not entertained. fnstead, 
a vigorous protest was made to the Privy Council on the subject; 
but no relief was granted, and nothing remained but to shoulder 
the ~ew burden, at least for the present. 

About Christmas, 1636, came a further budget of bad news. The 
Dzscovery arrived on the coast with letters from Surat, informing 
the ·Court that a native junk belonging to that port had been 
robbed by an English ship in the Red Sea, with the result that the 
Mogul authorities had imprisoned the Company's factors and 
forcec1'them to make compensation for this piracy. Inquiries were 
at once set on foot which left little doubt who the delinquents 
were. Of the tw~ interlopers sent out in April, 1635, the Samarztan, 
it appears, wa~ wrecked on the Comoro Islands. The Roebuck, 
however, having lost company with her befoPe the disaster,-made 
her way into the Red Sea and thelie, in September,.J635, over~ 
hauled two native junks, from one of which, though it was furnished 
with a pass from the Surat factor,., she took a large sum .in money 
and. goods. On receipt of the news at Surat, the authorities, 
who drew no distinction between one English vessel and another, 
imprisoned the Company's factors and forced them to make full 
compensation to the sufferers. '{he Company at once determined 
to bring Wle matter before the King, and on Janua~ 6, 163i, the 
Governor and others plcsented· a pctition to His Majesty at 
Hampton Court Palace. He professed foncern at the news, gave 
JFave to proceed against the offe~~ers at their return, and promism' 
to write to the Governor of Surat explaining the state of affairs. 
Charles's intention evidently was to put all the blame upon Cobb 
and A.vres, as having exceeded their commission; but the Com­
pany held that the parties responsible were those who had fitted 
out the ship, and it was at them that the blow was really aimed. 
Porter, of course, was too high in the King's favour to be directly 
attacked; but an action was commenced in the Admiralty Court 
against his two associates. Bonnell fled to France, but Kynaston 
was arrested and lodged in jail. Charles, however, at once interfered 
and ordered his release on bail; while, to secure furt~er delay, 
he announced later on his intention of hearing the case personally 



xxii COURT MINUTES 

at his leisure. As a matter of fact, although this was not known 
at the time, tIie Company had already been revenged to some 

\. 

-extent upon the interlopers by the co¥rageous action of one of its 
own servants, John Proud, master of the S'wan. On reaching the 
Comoro Islands in June, 1636, the latter found there the Roebuck, 
under the command of Cobb, with the captured goods on b~ard. 
Proud made a bold attempt to seize the vessel, but the crew showed 
fight, and the utmost he could effect was to obtain the surrender 
of the prize property, on the understanding that it should be t~ken 
to Surat, and should the Company be found to have sustained 
no damage from the capture of the junk the value should be reim­
bursed to the promoters of the voyage:! 

Meanwhile the younger Courteen and his associates were pressing 
the King for a confirmation undel the great sea! of the privileges 
granted in December, 1635. Some of the docum"'ents submitted 
to !-Ks Majesty inc this connexion are particularly interesting 
as showing "that the Company, disheartened by its difficulties and 
losses, and especially by the King's hostile attitude, was f1lOre than 
half inclined to abandon the trude. The remedy, as pointed out 
in a sensible memorandum noted on p. 273, was for Charles to,..take 
steps to reassure its leaders and to redress its grievances. The 
members of the new association, on the other hand, seem to haV4 
insinuated that the probability ,Qf the Company being dis'iolved 
was a forcib\!! argument for encouraging its rival, in order that 
the Hollanders should have no chance of filling the hiatus (p. 271). 
Charles had, however, d,cided already (p. 241) to carry out his ." promIse of confirming the licence of 1635 hy a formal grant undlff 
the great seal, and the only concession he made was that the 
operations of the new association should be restricted to places 
at which the Company had not traded prior to the issue of the 
llb::nce to Weddell. Subject to this restriction, the grant (wl!ich 
was dated June I, 1637) practically established the new body 
as a rival East India Company for five years from Lady Day, 1637. 
and gave them power during that period to send out ships and 

1 See O. C. 1565 (I. O.l{ecords); also the Calmdar of State Papers (Dol1li!stic), 1636-7. 
p. 528. The Roebuck returned to England in May, 1637, whereupon the Company 
promptly petitIOned for the .eizure of the gold and SlIver on board; but only to be put 
off with ~vague as.urance of Justice. Proud was given 1001. in recognition of 'his 
extraordinary service' (p. 299). 
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goods, export bullion, and .so forth, on much the same footing 
as the original Company (p. 275).1 

In the spring of 1637 the <;ompany was threatened with a. tarther, 
but less serious, infraction of its charter. This was a project!- for 
settling a colony in Madagascar. The Bay of St. Augustine in 
tha~sland was a favourite rendezvous for English ships, ~nd some 
of t~e returning merchants and seamen gave ~owing accounts 
of the fettility of that place and its suitability both as aeport of call 
and· a trading centre. The idea of making a settlement was much 
favoured at court, where Endymion Porter appears to have been 
one of its chief advocates; and it was suggested that an aJ;tempt 
shotll~ be made under the-leadership of no less a personage than 
the King's nephew, Prince Rupert, then a lad of seventeen. The 
proposal was firs~mooted in 1636; but the Prince's mother strongly 
disapproved, a~d the scheme hung fire, apparently for want of 
means. It was now revived, and the Comparty was asked ti) take 
a share in the venture. The Co~mittees, however, prudently 
refused to have anything to do with the scheme, pleading that they 
had no power to use the Compan)i's money for such a purpose, and 
tha~ in any case their funds were too low to permit of their doing 
so (pp. 248, 249). 'The dream of Madagascar', wrote Roe in May 
to the Queen of Bohemia, . I think is vanished' 2; and in the 
follo'Wing month Rupert cmbar~ed for the Continent to join the 
army of ~e 5tadtholder. 

The Company's plans for 16~7 included the dispatch of the 
J01zas to Surat with 100,000 rials. A \linm1.ce, built at Blackwall 
~ the preceding summer and nam-ed the Advice, had already be~-rr 
sent to the Coromandel Coast and Bantam; and another new vessel 
of the same class, the Eagle, was ordered to accompany the Jonas. 
With !hese ships departed a Persian ambassador who had arrived 
via Venice in July, 1636. Notices of his unhappy experiences Wlith 

1 Bruce (Anna/s, vol. i. p. 348) refers tc a petltion from the Company about this time 
begging Charles to confer no new powers on Courteen's ASSOCiation, and to give leave for 
instituting prosecutIOns agamsl them should their servants commit irregularit1es and thus 
draw on the Company the vengeance of the nahve powers. A reference 1S given to the 
East India House MSS., but I have not been able to trace the document. 

• See also MISS Eva Scott's £("P(11, Prince Falatme, pp. 25, lB, and Eliot Warburton'. 
MemOIrs 0/ Prince Rupert, vol. i. p. 59. In the latter It is stated that Lord #rundeI was 
an active supporter of the proJect. 
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the London roughs of the day, and his squabbles with the 
Company over (he amount to be paid for the transport of his suite 
and his goods, will be found at pp. 2~5, 229. 2,31, &c. 

At the beginning of July, 1637, we lose the invaluable aid of the 
Company's records, for the volume containing the minutes from 
that point to July, 1639, is unfortunately missing. We gfther, 
however, from the signatures appended to a letter addressed to the 
Surat Cou(\cil (I. O. Letterbook.r, vol. i. p. 142) that Aobot con­
tinued to be Governor, and Garway Deputy Governor, d~ring 
1637-38. while the list of' Committees' included most of the familiar 
names. From the same source we learn that the London from 
Bantam reached the Downs on July 18, 1637, and that twl> more 
ships-the William from Surat and the :Jewel from Bantam­
arrived in December. Heartened perhaps by tais, the Company 
once more approached the King, through the Recor'der of London, 
makiag four requests: (1) for justice for the depredations committed 
in the Red Sea; (2) for th~reduction of the customs on its com-

t 
modities to the former level, together with the restoration of the 
period formerly allowed for drawback on re-exportation j (3) for 
the prosecution by His Majesty of the Company's claims ag,'linst 
the Dutch; (4) for a renewal of its charter with additional privileges. 
To these requests the King returned a favourable answer, except 
as regards the extension of the .. period for drawback, which was 
point-blank rs;fused; and, thus encouraged, the Compan}Ulubmitted 
a fresh petition in January, 1638,'on much the same lines as before. 
Chatles replied that 'as r~gards Cobb's piracies he would send for 

• tile parties concerned and examine them; that the reduction c{ 
duties and the question of drawback ~hould be referred to the Lord 
Treasurer, who would confer with the Farmers of the Customs and 
give answer; and that the Company must submit in deta,il both 
tl!e conditions of the proposed treaty with the Dutch and' the 
alterations desired in the charter. At the end of the month 
a General Court was held, at which His Majesty's assurances of 
favour and protection were communicated to the generality, and 
the Governor and Committees urged that a ship should be sent 
out with a good stock to keep life in the trade. The majority 
of those .. present, however, were in no mood to do anything but 
withdraw their money as quickly as possible. One of Courteen's 
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ships-the Plmtter-had ju~ arrived with a fun cargo of spic~ 
and the tlews that Weddell h~ established a fa~ory at B)1atkal, 
on the coast of Malabar; t1tere were rumours that the King was 
about to make further grants to the detriment of the Company, 
and 'it was strongly pressed that to send more stocke was to 
spin~e and linger out a sick trade, which they were resolved to 
abandon.' But Abbot and his supporters were equally resolved 
to keep -the Company alive as long as possible, and ct significant 
hint • that those who placed themselves in opposition to His 
Majesty's wishes might expect to feel the royal displeasure cowed 
their opponents and enabled them to carry a resolution that a ship 
shoulcttbe sent out with a 'lutficient stock to relieve and revive their 
factories. Pursuant to thIS decision, the Dzscovery was dispatched 
to Surat under cttptain WIlham Minors in March, 1638, carrying 
20,000 rials 0(' eight and a small general cargo, while a smaller 
ship, the Jewel, appears to have started about the same tin1e for 
Bantam (Hague Trmlscrzpts, senes ii covol. iii. no. II3) .• 

In spite of !-tIS as<;urances of protection to the existing Company 
Charles had by no means withdrawn his favour from· the new 
assoilation, and he expressly ordered the Company to send out 
directions that their servants were not to trade at Bhatkal or at 
any other place where Courteen and hIS associates had settled 
factories (p. 295) He had also iistructed Sir Paul Pindar and Sir 
John Wol.ltenholme to endeavour to arrange for an .malgamation 
between the two bodies. To thIS the Governor and Committees 
profes<;ed their readmess to agI~CW provj,ded' that Mr. Courteen's 
tlrms were found acceptable (p. 292). .. 

It I!> evident that the Kmg was now becoming alive to the 
glavity of the <;ituation he had himself done so much to bring 
abouJ .• The prospect of an early dissolution of the East India 
Company-with the probabihty that the trade would then an 
largely into the hands of the Dutch-was not one to be viewed 
with equanimity; and when in May, 1638, the Governor and 
Committees presented a further memorial, a strong committee of 
the Privy Council was appointed to deliberate upon the condition 
of the trade and suggest remedies. Amongst other matters to be 
considered by the committee were (I) a reform in the corwtitution 
of the Company by which the adventulers might be given a greater 
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amount of control; (2) a suggestion that the trade might be 
man~ed, not ts a joint stock, but as a regulated, company, in 
similar fashion to the Turkey Company; (3) the possibility of 
merging Courteen's Association in the Company without prejudice 
to the former body. The committee, however, never met-probably 
owing to the preoccupation of the Council with the state of Iffairs 
in Scotland-and so matters drifted on much as before. 

About this time the strong hand of Abbot was withdrawn from 
the rudder of the almost derelict ship. At the time of the General 
Court of Election of 1638 his appointment as Lord Mayor was 
approaching, and probably it was on this ground that he retired 
from the Governorship. The choice' of the generality fd! upon 
Sir Christopher Clitherow; while Garway was continued in the 
office (If Deputy. And this change of Goverhor, we may here 
note, was followed by a change of residence, which tvas not without 
its si~nificance, as showing the reduced state of the Company and 
the little cpnfidence of it::. members in the future of the trade. It 
was in the beginning of November, 1638, that the Company moved 
from its ·palatial premi'les at C.·osby House to a much less com­
modious abode. It had been in occupation of the former ~ince 
the autumn of 16:41, on a lease from its owner, the Earl of 
N01thampton, paying a rent of zool. a year. In 1633 some 
negotiations were set on foot to ~ecure a fresh lease, but the Earl 
demanded t~ same rent, with a fine of 1,0001., while thi Company 
considered that 4001. was high ehough for the latter; and although 
in June, 163,'), an offer of.5001. f~s made, the Earl adhered to his 

"tormer terms. As no agreement could be reached, the lease wis 
allowed to expire, which it did in February, 1638, though the 
Company managed to retain possession for some months longer. 
In view of the uncertainty of the situation the Commit.tees no 
<mubt felt it impossible to take any house for a term of year:, and 
they decided to accept the offer of their new Governor to accom­
modate them on his own premises. Clitherow's dwelling was on 
the south side of Leadenhall Street, next door to the mansion 
belonging to Lord Craven, which afterwards became the Company's 
final home; and in this undignified position of lodgers in their 
Govem<6J"s house the East India merchants remained for a period 
of nearly ten years. 
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At the beginning of September, 1638, the Company once more 
approached the King with a stlttement of grievand:s, which, seems 
to have run on much the sante lines as before. To this he replied 
that, as regards the Red Sea business, he would appoint a com­
mittee to look into it, and on its report would either satisfy the 
Com~any or give permission for an action to be brought in the 
ordinary courts of law; that the demands regarding the customs 
should be referred to the Lord Treasurer and Lord Cottington, 
who 'would consult the Farmers thereon; that, with respect to the 
Company's Claims against the Dutch, he had already taken steps to 
resume negotiations at the Hague; and that he viewed with favour 
the dtsire expressed for a renewal of the charter with additional 
privileges. These assurances were made known at a General 
Court held short~ afterwards, and in spite of considerable opposi­
tion it was dettded to send out two ships in the coming season. 
At the same time the Governor and Committees were instt1lcted 
to wait again on His Majesty ta {Xess far a settle~nt of the 
claims against Cobb and Ayres; to represent that, according to 
rumour, Mr. Courteen was preparing to dispatch another ship to 
the ~ast 1, and that the adventurers in general were unwilling 
to send out fresh stock while this menace was hanging over their 
trade; and finally to beg for details of the concessions the King 
proposed to make for the benefi~ of the Company. The reply of 
Charles seams to have given the adventurers sufficie~t encourage­
ment ta induce them to send out the Loudoll in the spring of 1639 
with a good stock of money (p .. $04). .Apparently the WilHam 
Cljld Refor11latt"oll had been dispatched a few months previously 
to Bantam. 

About this time the project of establishing a colony in Mada­
gasc;r .was revived, and in March we find the entry of a warrant 
under the privy signet appointing John Bond (who was to have 
been Prince Rupert's deputy under the previous scheme) to be 
Captain-General of the expedition. Later in the year we find 
Lord Arundel, the Earl Marshal, interesting himself in the matter, 
and declaring his intention to proceed in person to the island. 

1 On this point the King told the Company that Courteen had promised him that the 
ship should not trade in the East Indies, but merdy embark the stock remtming there 
(Privy COUlzcil Regzs~~r. October 7, 1()38). 
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Charles approved the scheme, and promised to aid it; and the 
Earl $eems to nave expected that'the Company would be equally 
complaisant. On September z7 ht suggested that the Court 
should arrange to freight his ships for the return voyage; and 
about a fortnight later hc asked that fifty of his men should be 
taken out in the Company's next shipping. To both r~ests 
a civil refusal was returned. The merchants could not prevent 
an influential noble, backed by the King, from encroaching in this 
manner on their chartered rights; but it was going too far to 
expect their active assistance. 

Another project of this time was a proposal by the Earl of 
Southampton to colonize the island of Mauritius. As a' matter 
of fact the Dutch h:ut anticipated him; but the Earl was either 
ignorant of this or purposely ignored it; and' in the autumn of 
1639 he got ready a ship under a Captain Bell to take out settlers 
to th~ island. The outcome of this we shall see later. 

From tlv! beginning of ]uiy, 1639, we have once more the aid 'of 
the Company's minutes. On the 5th of that month a General 
Court of Election ,\as held, at which Sir Christopher Clitherow 
was again chosen Governor, and Robert Bateman Tre¥urer. 
Alderman Garway, however, gave up the post of Deputy, in view 
of his approaching election as Lord Mayor; whereupon Alderman 
Gayer was (though absent) app<f\inted to the po"t. He, however, 
refused to seilTe, and at another Court held on August 2 }1r. Wtlham 
Cokayne was prevailed upon to accept the office. 

One of the earliest me(lsures of the new Court was to reduce the , . 
salaries of the ..,taff, on the plea that the Company was 'up~n 
a loosing trade', and must exercise rigid economy. Sherborne, the 
Secretary, was obliged to submit to a reduction from 1201. to 100/. 

per annum; Cappur (who probably had some other employment) 
had to content himself with 40/. in lieu of sol. ; Sam brooke, t~ough 
he was allowed to retain his salary of 25~/. 6s. 8d., was required to 
undertake additional work; Markham, the auditor, was reduced 
from 100/. to 100 marks; and corresponding reductions were made 
in the pay of other members of the establishment. 

In July the Swan arrived in the Thames, and by the middle of 
the follawing month the Advice had returned from Bantam. Both 
these ships were ordered to be prepared for a further voyage; and 
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on September 13 the Go~mor and Committees wrung from 
a General Court a reluctant assent to the immedrate displJ,tch of 
the Hopewell to the Coromatldel Coast, and the Admce to Bantam 
with 40,000 rials of eight between them. In November it was 
settled that the Jonas, Crzspz·an, and Swan should be sent to 
Sura\ in the spring; and the Company made an interesting depar­
ture from their usual practice by freighting a privately owned 
vessel, the Caesar, for a voyage to the East. The H~ewelJ and 
her consort appear to have started late in October. 

Meanwhile, efforts had not been wanting to come to terms with 
the State about the Company's grievances, and thus pave the way 
for th~establishment of a New Joint Stock. On October 27.1639, 
a fresh petition and remonstrance were presented to Charles at 
Whitehall. In these documents complaint was made of the 
injuries receiv!d from the Dutch, the Red Sea piracies, the 
intended plantations on Mauritius and Mcfdagascar, and' the 
interference of Courteen·s ships at .he Company's s;ttlements; 
while the old demands were renewed for a reduction of duties, an 
extension of time for the 1 e-exportation of goods, and -the issue 
of a iresh charter. After some debate, during which Lord Arundel 
warmly resented the reference., to his Madagascar scheme, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury declared on behalf of His Majesty that 
the latter desired to favour the ~ompany and support the trade, 
and wou14 appoint a new committee to consider. the subject. 
Accordingly, six Privy Councillor~, including the Lord Treasurer, 
Lord C'ottington, and Secretary Windeb'lnk, were told off for the •• J:li.lrpose, and these again appointed a sub-committee to go into the 
matter with the Company's representatives. The first result was 
the issue of a wal rant for detaining Captain Bell's ship. Against 
this L9rd Southampton appealed to the King, but apparently 

. h· Wit out success. The outcome of the committee's report was an 
Order in Council of December 10, J639, which was the turning­
point in the whole controversy. His Majesty at last threw over 
both the promoters of the Red Sea expedition and the new 
association. As regards the former venture, the Company was 
dt:C'lared to be at liberty freely to prosecute its claims in the law 
Courts of the realm; while a promise was given that al_ patents 
granted for plantations, &c., beyond the Cape of Good Hope should 
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be called in, after allowing Courteefl and his partners a reason· 
able q,me to bfing home their ships and goods. The period for 
re-exportation of East India commodities was extended to its 
former limits, and favourable terrps w~re granted for the payment 
of customs dues. A fresh chartt:'r, with •. additional privileges, was 
also promised, provided that a sufficient stock were raisefi for 
carrying on the trade; and to this end the Governor and Com­
mittees w~!'e commanded to prepare a book of subscription, with 
a preamble enumerating these concessions, and submit the same 
for the K'ing's approval. The subscription, we may note, was to 
be open to aliens as well as to English subjects. Finally, it was 
promised that Lord Cottington should attend a General Ctaurt to 
be specially summoned, and should then declare to the adventurers 
His Majesty's favour and his determination to~maintain them in 
their privileges. ( 

Tl1us encouraged; the Committees went boldly forward with their 
preparatio~s for raising the .new subscription and carrying on the 
trade with fresh vigour. To add to their cheerfulness, in the 
middle of December it was announced that the long-expected Mary, 
from Surat, with the ex-President Methwold on board, had !iflfe1y 
reached the Downs. Methwold had brought with him the German 
traveller, Albert von Mandelslo, and the pair were welcomed at 
Blackwall by the Court with eigtlt coaches, and taken to the city, 
where, two IJays later, they were entertained at the (f:ast India 
House (Mandelslo's Travels, eO. 1662, p. 280). The year thus 
closes on a note of feasting and general expectation of better . . " 
~5 ~ 

We have already noted the King's assurance to the Company 
in September, 1638, that he had taken steps to press forward the 
negotiations which had so long been dragging on for obtaining com­
pensation from the Dutch on account of the injuries they h~dldone 
to English merchants in the East. The statement was literally 
true, but it is to be feared that in this matter the King was con~ 
sidering his own interests quite as much as those of his subjects. 
The claim which was set in the forefront was for the loss occasioned 
by the action of the Hollanders in Pulo Run, one of the Banda 
group. .,As the reader may recollect, that island had been formally 
surrendered by its inhabitants to the British crown in 1616, in the 
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hope of thus securing themselves against further aggression from 
the Dutch. This surrender, however, did not pre~ent the Jatter 
from ravaging and taking pos.ession of the island a few years later; 
but the English Company, fully alive to the importance of keeping 
a foothold in the Bandas, pressed the matter so vigorously that by 
the Accord of 1623 the Hollanders were obliged to undertake 
to ev:cuate the island. This they did, but only after the nutmeg 
trees had been to a lalge extent destroyed. A speedy bccupation 
was therefore practically useless, while soon the English had enough 
to do to maintalO themselve5" at Bantam and a few neighbouring 
stations; consequently no attempt was made to establish a settle­
ment. -In 1632, however, and again in 1~33, orders were sent out 
to Bantam to instal a factory in Pulo Run, and in 1634 a vessel 
was actually dispatched for this purpose, though it failed to get as 
far and had to· return. Warned, apparently, by these measures, 
the Dutch agam cut down the nutmeg trees, with a view to rt!nder 
the island usele')s to its rightful ownors. Such an actipn was of 
course an outrage, and Charles was justified in demanding repara­
tion and the punishment of those responsible. For proef of the 
fact ~e had the eVidence of Antony Van Den Heuvel, a dismissed 
servant of the Dutch Company 1, who had claims of his own against 
his late employers and was only too ready to be the means of 
causing them further trouble Jiaving been promised a liberal 
donation o~ of the damages to be obtained, Van Den Heuvel was 
dispatched to Holland in August &r September, 1638, as Charles's 
procurator in the business, and was joined "in commission with •• Sir William Boswell, the King's Resident at the Hague, to demand 

justice from the States General. The Directors of the Dutch 
Company were indignant at a former employe being made use 
of in this capacity, and refused to have anything to do with him, 
while- p·rofessing their readiness to treat with Boswell. Charles, 
however, steadily supported his emissary; and the Directors fell 

I He had~een CommIssans for Amboyna, Banda, and Ternate In J633. and Landvoogd 
of Am_a from May, 1634, to May, 1635, when he was superseded and afterwards 
dismIssed front-.the sel'Vlce of the Compl\DY (Valentyn's Oud en NJmw O()st lndren). 
At p. 396 WIll be found a set of proposals submItted by hIm to the King In 1638 for a new 
East Indla Company composed partly of alIens and partly of Englishmen. He seems to 
have held out hopes that he could lnduce a number of Dutch merchants to tak' shares in 
Buch a company. 
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back on the argument that, under the Accord, any matters in dis.. 
pute ~ust firsttbe negotiated between the two Companies and only 
referred to their respective governments in the event of their being 
unable to agree. This would not at all have suited the King's 
purpose, and he replied indignantly that the infraction of the agree­
ment was a state matter and that he would not permit his sul'>jects • to interfere at all in the busines~. In obedience, perhaps, to a hint 
on the subject, the English East India Company bec~me alive 
to its grievances against the Hollander'i, and in March, 1639, and 
again (as we have seen) in October of that year, a long catalogue 
of its claims was presented to the sympathetic monarch. In the 
latter month Boswell and Van Den Reuvel, who had both ~en for 
a time in London, were dispatched again to the Hague to press for 
the speeny payment of compensation, with a "eiled threat that, 
if they were not listened to, His Majesty woul!! take steps to 
enfotce his demanos.1 It may perhaps be surmised that the King's 
want of mpney at this time l-ad something to do with this eagerness 
to recover damages from the Dutch; and it is to be feared that, had 
they made a ready payment, but little of the cash would have 
reached the English merchants, at least for some considerable, time. 

The present volume contains several interesting references to the 
Company's dockyard at Blackwall, which covered an are~of about 
ten acres and was held on a lea~e from the Earl of Cleveland In 
1635 there was a lawsuit as to the amount of the fineeto be paid, 
which was settled by commissloners appointed by the court, the 
Company greasing the wheels by giving a dinner to the referees at 
a cost of 12/. IS. 2d. (p. 6H). ~"n January, 1636, some annoyan~e 
was caused by one of the Company 's feoffees being nominated 
reeve of the manor of Stepney. As he declined to serve, a fine 
of 10/. became due; and although the Company advised him to 
refuse to pay, there is little doubt that the penalty was e"nif>rced. 
In July it was decided to close the yard after the launching of the 
pinnace then under construction; and again in May, 1637, an oroer 
was made that the premises were to be sold or let; but although 
many of the staff were dismissed this intention was not earned out. 
As already noted, the freighting of the Caesar in 1639 foreshadowed 
the pr~ctice afterwards adopted by the Company of hiring ~e 

J See Slate Papers, liolland, vol. c1v,'at the Public Record Of!ice. 
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services of privately owned "essels, in lieu of building on its own 
account. I 

The Company's aimshoule at Blackwall (or Poplar, as it was 
later called) was also at times a source of trouble. Amongst other 
items of interest we may note- that in January, 1635, upon a report 
tha19the establishment wa!> ill governed, regulations were ordered to 
be s~t up, and a suitable person was chosen to read daily prayers 
(p. 7); a1so that in the following month a mariner who- had served 
with' Capt. Drake [in] 1601 ' (szc) was admitted, on condition that 
his wife should not live in, or trouble, the house (p. 22). 

Besides building and repairing ships, we find the Company 
!>pinn~g its own ropes arid making its own powder. For the 
former purpose it had hired the King's cordage house at Woolwich 
in June, 1633, fol' three years, at a rent of lOot. per annum; but 
apparently the-experiment was not a striking success, for in July, 
1635, on receiving a demand from the Navy ·officials for tht! sur­
render of the premises, the Company €heerfully compli~, although 
the term had yet a year to run (p. 75). 

The story of the Company's powder-mills is a longer OIIle. As is 
well.known, the manufacture of explosives was a jealously guarded 
monopoly of the Crown, and from the time of the Armada down to 
163() the privilege of making gunpowder for the King remained' 
almost exclusively tn the hands 0' the family to which John Evelyn, 
the diaris., belonged. The East India Company was of course 
a large customer for that commod'ity, \\ hlle at the same time India 
was becoming the chief source of supply fol' the most important 
i~gredient, namely saltpetre. Thi; was not, however, a particularly 
profitable article of import, both on account of its bulk and because 
the King was almost the only customer (at his own price); and 
in order to encourage the trade the Company was given a licence 
to xAake powder for its own needs (August 17, 16~6). For this 
purpose mills were set up near Windsor Forest; but these the 
King ordered to be removed, on the ground that they disturbed the 
royal deer. Thereupon some mills were rented from Sir Edward' 
Randall at Chilworth (near GuUdford), a locality which has ever 
sioce been associated with the manufacture of ammunition; and 
Edward Collins, one of the survivors of the C Amboypa ~acre'~ 
was instal!ed as the Company's powder-maker. Evelyn was of 

FOSTER. C M. c 
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course loud in his complaints of thi~ infringement of his patent j 

and f~ some tftne the Company was interdicted from proceeding 
with the work. In April, 1635, we find the Committees anxious to 
get rid of the mills j but in July the restraint was taken off and 
Collins was employed to make powder for the King's use as well. 
At the beginning of the next year there wa5 trouble with the lknd­
lord over the rent, and a little later there was talk of Sir I-tenry 
Vane taking over the mills, apparently on behalf of the King. In 
the summer of 1636 Collins died, and in February, 1637, the lease 
was assigned to Samuel Cordell or Cordwell, who had secured 
a contract from the King in the previous November. Thus ended 
the Company's concern with powder-making. 

The question of the supply of saltpetre for this purpose brought 
the Company 1Oto collision with the royal cfticers on several 
occasioos. In May, 1635. Lord Cottington forced fhe Committees 
to sel1. their stock at a price much under its value; and a year later 
this was rq>eated, witli threats that unless they yielded they !>hould 
be made to pay duty on all silver exported and c;hould never again 
enjoy Hi~Majesty's favour. They were also enjoined (December, 
1635) to bring home a good quantity of saltpetre in all their s~ips. 

Even the driest bundle of records is likely to contain some 
elements of amusement; and in the present case the sober details 
of the everyday life of a great tra~ing corporation are relieved from 
time to time by the vagaries of a certain member of th, Company 
named Thomas Smithwick or 3methwike. This fantastic indivi­
dual is first heard of in 1621, when he was selected for a post at 
Bantam-an appointment whicfi was quickly revoked in di~gust 

• at' his pride and overweening of himself'. No doubt this decision 
was wise from the point of view of the Company's interests, but 
many a time, during the twenty years that followed, the Governor 
and Committees must have wished Smithwick at the othe~ side 
of the world. His activity was amazing. He was perpetually 
popping up with 'propositions' for the good of the Company, 
criticisms of the management, or a long array of figures to prove 
that the accountants and auditors were all wrong in their estimates 
of the financial position of the Stock. It was useless to point out 
to him tpat his facts were fictions and his inferences mistaken, for, 
as the Governor told him in public on one occasion, 'he doth soe 
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abound in his own sense as >nothing will satisfy him if it bee not 
agreable to his conceite and apprehencion.' At Gtheral COl'Hs he 
was of course much in evidence, for there he found a certain amount 
of support in his attacks on the Governor and Committees. But he 
did not come off altogether scatheless. In 16~8 his allegations 
beca,ne so serious that they were investigated by the Privy Council, 
who pronounced them baseless and committed Smithwick to prison 
until he apologized for his offence. Three years later, owing either 
to the growing discontent of the generality or to a hope on the part 
of his opponents that office would tame him, he was elected a Com­
mittee; and the appointment was repeated in 1635. He proved, 
howewr, a most intractable member, and his colleagues were glad 
to get rid of him at the end of the twelvemonth. So long as he 
confined his acth,lties to the East India House he was more of 
a nuisance thatl a danger; but finding he could not get his own 
way he addressed memorials to the King, the Privy Councii, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Lord Cottington-in fact, tp anyone 
of position who would listen to him; and listen they did with 
amazing patience, and thereupon made inquiries and appointed 
com'llissions which troubled the Company greatly. One instance 
of his effrontery is particularly amusing. In April, 1633. arm.ed 
with a copy of the recent treaty with Spain, he stopp~ Lord 
Cottington as the latter was leaving his house, and requested His 
Lordship then and there'to expound the second article and give an 
opinion whether the Company's ships would still be justified in 
making prize of Portuguese vessels. It was dot usual for a Privy 
Councillor to answer demands of tb~s kind from a merchant at his 
o~n door, and Lord Cottington answered brusquely that the treaty 
explained itself and that he would wait until the question came up 
at the Council board before giving an opinion upon it. This, how­
ever, '\vas enough for Smithwick. Bustling to the East India House, 
he pushed his way into the room where the Committees were 
"itting and warned them to be careful in what they did, as he had 
consulted Lord Cottington and the latter was of opinion that the 
English were not at liberty now to capture Portuguese ships. The 
Court at once rebuked him for his presumption in meddling with 
such a business, and desired him to depart, which he did af~r some 
wrangling; but the members were evidently somewhat disturbed, 
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until the Governor interviewed Lord Cottington and learnt the true 
fa.c.ts\>fthe cas~. However, evil days were in store for Mr. Smith­
wick. At one time he was sufficiently wealthy to have 7,000/. 
In the Company's stock, and to make a liberal gift to the fund for 
restoring St. Paul's Cathedral!; but by the autumn of 1639 he was 
in low water and was anxiously pressing certain monetary daims 
on the attention of the Committees. The latter were not di!posed 
to show hhn any favour, and they steadily referred him to his old 
battle-ground, a Gent!ral Court. At this he lost patience, and on 
October 25 'used very opprobrious words against Mr. Governour 
and the whole Court and demeaned himselfe in that unmannedy 
and uncivill fashion' that they' comaunded their Beadle by .. strong 
hand to carry or thrust him out of the court; which comaund their 
Beadle obeyed and performed accordingly.' 'Phis unceremonious 
expulsivll had no effect, and he still continued his pePsonal attacks on 
the ~overnor and Ahers, whereupon Clitherow appealed to a Court 
.f HonoUl, with the resuh that Smithwick was pronounced to 
be in the wrong and was ordered to recant in open court. In 
accordance with this decision, at a me~ting held on April J 7, 1640, 
, the said submission of the said Smithwick under his owne hand 
was now presented unto him to bee read and publickly acknow­
ledged by himselfe, which hee did accordingly, but with some 
reluctancy and repyning.' 

1 He gave the fund an adventnre of 9901. In the Company's stock. '=>f this he was 
afterwards permitted to borrow back 2001, on signing a bond to repay It III SIX month. V:rt1ly emmcz! Rq,'7stCl, rlecember 22, li~9). 
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Page 135, line 28. Ad.1 Richard ~Iountny 150/. (in lieu of 20o/~; 
2l'iZ, " 19. A/fer' Discovery' infer! [fi, 'Palsgr:1ve' 1}, 
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OF THE 

EAST INDIA COMPANY, 1635-1639' 

THE COMPANY'S BLACK BOOK, 1624-55 (Home, Miscella1z8ous, 
vol. x~x). 

A record" of th~ 'errors and misdemeanors' of the Company's 
servants. The &ntries for J6.~5-9 occupy ff. 19-zH. The persons 
mentioned are: Nicholas Barnabie,. Guy Batb, Mark Bromley, 
Cornelius Candish, Ralph Cartwright, Henry Chapman, Thomas 
Clarke, Thomas Collye, Richard Cooper, James Corbett, Robert 
Coulson, Francis Daye, Philtp Dickenson, Abel Druce, William 
Fall, William Favour, Christopher Fleming, William· Gibson, 
Nicholas Gove, Thomas Griffith, William Hall, Rev. - Hall, 
Thomas Hartnoll, Robert· Heath, Arthur Henderson, Edward 
Heynes, - Honnywood, Richard Hopkins, Richard Hudson, -
Jesson, H. Johnson, William Jdhnson, Thomas Joyce, Joseph 
Keeling, Jotm Kendall, John Kingston, Cfhomas Lenninge. Robert 
Lewis, - Linge, Robert Litler, Robert Loftps, Robert Manley, 
William Methwold, - Miller, John Milward, Thon;w; Nelson, 
George Parphey, Diggory Penkevill, Gerald Pinson, John Powell, 
Christopher Reade, Ralph Reade, William Richardson, Thomas 
Rogers, Thomas Sankey, Thomas Smyth, William Swanley, John 
Tuea.Y' George Willoughby, Luke Wood, and Nathaniel Wyche. 
(19/P.) 

INDEX TO THE LEDGER OF THE THIRD JOINT STOCK [1631-
42 ?] (Ibid., vol. i). 

An index to a non-existent ledger. It contains, however, a large 
number of names of shareholders and others who had deal~ with 
the Company at this time. (14 pp.) 

B 
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WAREHOUSEXEEPER'S ACCOUNTS, 1631-6 (Ibid., vol. vi). • • D~ails of goods (chiefly calicoes or silk) sold to various 
merchants. The five last entries relate to sales in 1635 and 1636. 
(1 p.) 

• A COURT OF COMMITTEES, JANUARY 5, 1635 (Court Book, 
vol. x.v, 1>. 138). 

Mr. Recorder's proposition for a final ending of the Hawleys' 
case considered. Resolved that unless the said Hawleys consent to 
give general releases to the Company, the Lord Keeper becmoved 
to appoint a time to hear and end their case. Directions given for 
a trial of the Lahure indigo delivered in by Mr. Boulton.l Arnold 
Crony, son of William Crony of Guildford, 'that ;tad a bunch of 
grapes in his forehead,' applies for the place of Henry Askwith but 
is reftlsed.2 Mrs. Hungerford tenders two bonds, entered into by 

~ . 
herself ana her brother, as surety for lOot. and plate left to her son 
Edward by his uncle. the late Edward Haynes, with condition to 
save har~less the executrix, Mrs. Haynes. The Court demurs, and 
directs that Mrs. Haynes's proctor be consulted before proceeding 
further.s Forty shillings, paid by Leonard Culmer for four bags 
of turmeric, to be put into the poor-box. Twenty shillings given 
from the box to Thomas Pryo~ quartermaster of the Expedttion, 
who broke his leg in the Downs and so was left beh'nd. There 
being now many YOlv:hs in the Company's service in India, no more 
are to be entertained, but a fe~ 'able merchants'. Five shillings 
bestowed on Thomas Carpenter, a sick' almesman' at Blackwall. 
(I! pp.) 

I For the patent granted to WIlliam Bolton, grocer, to make flat lDdIgo f~~lDdlgo 
dust, and Its subsequent CIlIIcelment upon the complaint of the Company, see the Calendar 
of State Papers, E. Ind,es, 1630-4, pp. 552, 568, 578, 607. 

2 In a separate senes at the India Office, cODSlsting of rough notes of the proceedings 
at Court meetlDgB, we find the followmg additional Information at thli point :-Motion 
made on behalf of Mr. Rlpp that the 50 tons of saltpetre bought of the Company to 
transport be entered m its name to be shipped; the Corrt desires to speak with Mr. Ripp 
before resolving on this point. 

a The request of Robert Deakle, who has served the Dutch in the West Indies, to be 
eutertaml:(" as corporal in the ships now gomg out, IS referred to the court of election 
for officers to be held next Friday (Ibzd.). 
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A COURT OF COMMITTEl!S, JANUARY 7, J63~ (Court fQOk, 
vol. xv, p. 139). 

Two thousand pounds adventure and profits in the Third Joint 
Stock transferred by John Holloway to Derrick Host, on condition 
that Host pays to the Treasurer 1,6001. owing to the Company by 
the said Holloway. The Court, on hearing Mr. Wyon's opinion 
concerning the two bonds entered into by Mrs. Hungerford on 
behalf of her son Edward, decides that if Mrs. Haynes is satisfied 
with the security given, they will pay the money received for the 
plate. Petition read from Henry Glascocke for delivery of his 
eighteen jars of borax. Complaints of private trade registered 
in the '·blacke booke' [see p. I] urged against him. He confesses 
to have received ?,i0l. for private trade at Bantam, and 3001. for 
dates. Hjs furt~er examination deferred, but he is advised to make 
a full confession which may conduce to a more lenient judgement. 
Three samples of Mr. Boulton's indigo with a like proportion of 
the Company's, to be delivered, for trial of the differenc~ in good­
ness, to some able and skilful dyers to enable the Aldermen to 
make their certificate thereon to the Board. (I! pp.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, JANUARY 9, 1635 (Court Book, 
vol. xv, p. 141). 

The quareer's rent due last Christmas for the Company's powder 
mills and lands at Chilworth demanded by Sir Morgan Randoll. 
who expresses his willingness to accept th~ surrender of the 

.e 
Company's lease of the premises on receiving satisfaction for 
damages occasioned by breach of covenant; ordered that Mr. 
Mountny pay the rent to Robert Mullins for Sir Morgan Randoll, 
whose demands are to be set down in writing. The Company 
expre~ • their willingness either to accept the lease as before, to 
surrender the present one, or to consider the matter further. This 
day appointed for the election of commanders, factors and pursers 
for the two ships intended for Surat. Captain Slade, being unable 
by reason of sickness to go as Admiral, desires that his services may 
be excused, but accepted next year. Captain Pynn and Captain 
.Browne nominated as fit men. Captain Pynn to come be~re the 
Court. Petitions read of fifty-three persons desirous of enter-

B2 
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tainment; on examination the foUowing are chosen: Thomas 
Willl-aham 1, ~urser in the Wr1liam; Robert Mullins, his mate; 
John Jefferies, steward; Thomas Meriell, his mate; Richard Fitch, 
purser in the Cdspian; Nicholas Cooke, his mate; Nicholas Grent, 
steward; David Murry, his mate. Their several employments com­
municated to them. Charged to be careful and diligent, ~nd to 
forbear all manner of private tradf", which they promise to perform. 
George Peirson, brother-in-law to John Skinner and C sometimes 
a Hamborough merchant', applies for employment as prime factor; 
he is desired to say what salary he expects and is allowed until 
Wednesday to consider. On the motion of Mr. Blunt, bills are 
ordered to be set up at the Exchange to give notice of a (!ourt of 
Sales to be held I this day senight in the aftcrnoone '. Mr. Caron 
appeals on behalf of his brother-in-law, J ohn F~wke, whose wife is 
in great extremity and like to die through grief \t her husband's 
troubles. The Court is willing to settle the difference between 
it and Jcim Fowke, especit.lly as Mr. Bonneale has offered 5oot. 
in payment of his share of the debt; Mr. Caron desires until 
Wednesday to consider what he will do herein. Samuel Paunce­
foote, who has served Mr. Sambrooke in the counting-house for 
three years and upwards, petitions for entertainment as factor; 
being recommended by Mr. Sam brooke he i" entertained, but his 
salary not decided. (2~ pp.) 

• 
THE ACCORD BETWEEN THE VICEROY OF GOA AND THE 

ENGLISH PRESIDENT AND COUNCIL, JANUARY H, 16352 (Publte 
Record Office: East Indies, vol~'ivB, Noe;. I, I I-II). 

The Viceroy and Pre"ident agree to a mutual cessation of arms 
&c., on the basis of, and going no farther than, the treaty concluded 
at Madrid on November f5' 1630; further, that the truce sp-cyllast 
until the Kings of Spain and England shall reciprocally denounce 
it; and that in such case, after notification of the denunciation to 
the Viceroy and President, six months' glace shall be allowed 
to the merchants to withdraw their estates. Signed by William 

J In the rough notes referred to on p. 2 he IS stated to have served the Company seven 
yeall in Indla. 

, The t.:xt of the Accord, In Portuguese and English, will be found at p. s% olvo!. iI 
of Biker's Colleccao de Tratados 
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Me'thwould, Nathaniel Mounteney, Thomds T'VOer, MaIpchy 
Marten, and Richard Cooper. (Ii /p. Three copus z'n Eng/z"sn 
arid two t'n Spanish. Also an extract t'n English, 1- p.) 

A COURT OF CO~nnTTEES, JANUARY 16, 1635 (Court Book, 
vol. x., p. 143). 

Mr. Governor reports information given him by one Clarke, 
of Blackwall, of a plot he overheard spoken of at a tavern by 
some persons who wished to get for their own use the moneys 
collected by the Company for building the hospital and for relief 
of the !lmsmen at Poplar; this is conceived to be a large sum and 
these persons contend that the Company has no licence or authority 
to collect it; and ib default of their getting the sdid money, appeal 
is to be made lo' the Lords Grace of Canterbury'. The Corp­
mittees having clear conscIences fear nothing in this matter. 
Clarke to be thanked but no gratification to be giren him. 
Letter read from the Earl Marshall and the Earl of Suffolk, 
recommending Thomas Wilson, who has served in Incija under 
Capt~in Quayle, for employment in the Company's service Being 
on examination found possessed of good abilities, Wilson is 
entertained as purser's mate 10 the IVtllzalll at 25s. per month. 
ChoIce of a commande'l for the Qeet considered. Captain Pynn 
unable thr.ugh illness to serve. Captain Browne being much 
humbled and de!>irous to <;erve again, the Court, after warning 
him against past failings of pride and indiscretion, &c., agrees to 
consider his entertainment, he reso'ving to conform to the regula­
tIOns, which have be<.n altered and improved since his former 
service; he to consider hereof until Wednesday next. Mr. Charly 
petitions for remission of freight on twenty-nine pieces of coarse 
calic~es'; this being a prime commodity is ordered to be detained, 
but Mr. Charly being reported an able man, and the Court being 
willing to show him favour, Mr. Armitage is desired to proportion 
the price. Joseph Marins, son of the preacher at the French 
church, referred to Captain Styles and Mr. Mustard for entertain­
ment as surgeon's mate. Richard Boothby, late a factor to the 
Company, to receive, in full of wages and all other rec\onings, 

I Thomas HOWll-d, second Earl of Arundel and Surrey, famous as an art collector. 
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1661. 19s. 3d., on his signing a general release, the Company 
promising to refund to him the sum of zoo/., deducted from his 
wages to pay his debts in Surat, on his proving to have paid from 
his estate in India sufficient to balance the discharge of the said 
debts. Sarah, wife of John Harley in the Reformation, and nurse 
to Sir Thomas Richardson's child, to receive two monthe' pay 
extraordinary of her husband's wages. Mr. Caron appears again 
on behalf of John Fowke, and offers to pay half the loss which 
Fowke and Bonneale sustained by saltpetre bought of the Company, 
on condition that Fowke's adventure is set free and discharged 
from broke 1 from the time the money is tendered. These con-, 
ditions the Court refuses until Caron names the sum he intends to 
give, but promises to do what is just. Carqn is desi~ to go 
with Mr. ~ambrooke 'to draw downc' the accou~t of FQwke and 
B'onneale with brQke and interest, and to present it on Wednesday 
next for further consideration. Complaint made against the 
Company by Mr. Smithwick to the Commissioners of St Paul's 
Church. Mr. Governor, being in commission with the Lord Bishop 
of London and others about the repairing of St. Paul's, causes to 
be read Mr. Smithwick's propositions made to the Lords of the 
Council concerning his gift of 1,000/. towards that work, and the 
letter of the Lords to the Company, together with the several 
answers. It appearing that ML Smithwick has only paid in Joo!. 
of the said 1,0001. f.nd yet has received upon hb adv't:ntule 6001., 

the Commissioners purpose at his next appearance to obtain from 
him a letter to the Company to make good his proposition out of 
his adventure, or else to cause him tn come before the Court and 
promise to pay from the same the 9001. still owing. The Auditors 
report that they have made progress in the business concerning the 
Company's estate, and d~sire that some Committees ~"y be 
nominated to examine their labours. Messrs. Garway, Mun, 
Williams, Cockayne, and Mustard are entreated to peruse what the 
Auditors have done, and report at the next court. Mr. Pottees 
request to be allowed to look into Mr. Skibbow's accounts refused. 
Mr. Sambrooke required to make up and present the said accounts 
to the Court, who will then resolve thereon. Mr. Peirson, lately 

. enterta~ed as prime factor, who formerly insisted on zool. salary, 
1 A fine leVIed for non-comphnnce With the rules of the stock. 
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now accepts 200 marks per 1t1num, with condition to serve the 
Company five years, be debarred from private t~e, and observe 
all directions given him. Samuel Pauncefort'e, who had served 
over three years in the counting-house under Sambrooke and was 
lately entertained aa factor, is now contracted with to serve seven 
years.at 20/. for the first year, and 10/. rising, on entering into 
a bond to forbear all private trade. (4 pp.) 

A GENERAL COURT OF SALES, JANUARY 16,1635 (Court.Book, 
vol. xv, p. J48). 

Onl, pepper sold. Names of purchasers and p~ices. (i p.) 

A COORT OF €OMMITTEE5, JANUARY 21, 1635 (Cottrt Book, 
vol. xv, p. 149).' 

Stephen White, late servant of Nathaniel Wright, made a free 
blOther of the Company, paying 'los. "to the poor-box.' Ordered 
that Mr. Mountny pay 41 2S. 6d. due for the diet and lodging 
during their sickness of divers blacks who came home in the Mary 
and who are to be entertained and returned in the Wilham and 
Crispia11 for India. Mr. Mun reporting the necessity of more men 
for those ships, in regard of the mortality in the Swan, and news 
from Bantam of the scarcity of ma~iners in India, the Court, though 
trusting tha there may be a supply out of the Charles and Swa/lo£.J, 
orders that ten more men be entertained both for the WllItam and 
the ensplall, and Captain Styles, Nr. Spurstowe, and Mr. Mustard 
to make choice of 'able marriners, not landmen '. Ordered that 
Mr. Mountny pay to the collectors of Ship Money 20/., being the 
amount the Company are assessed for Crosby House towards that 
paYIllellt. Mr. Governor buys the Company's rich indigo brought 
home by the mariners at the price Mr. Langham paid for his, on 
condition that he may refuse what Mr. Mountny reports to be not 
worth more than 'lod. per lb. and take only what is good and 
merchantable. Alderman Abdy acquaints the Court with the 
disorder and ill government of their almsmen at Poplar, with 
neglect of the daily reading of prayers, there being no man there 
able to perform that service. A fter serious consideration tlae Court 
orders that the regulations drawn up by Mr. Mun on this subject . 



8 COURT MINUTES, ETC., OF THE 

be e~grossed apd set up in the Ahrt'shouse, and a fit man chosen 
to read daily prayers, to whom a yearly stipend shall be given. 
Richard Harvey entertained as barber in the WiOiam, on recom­
me~dation of the Countess of Dorset. Desire of Henry Baynebrigg 
to pay in 1,000/. upon discount at eight per cent. referred to the 
consideration of Mr. Treasurer, who is now' full of mony an~ hath 
much adoe to make men take in their mony at 6! per cent.'. 
William Hurt appointed to look after the debts of the runaways. 
Mr. Thatcher offers to buy from the Company at 15t. per hundred 
the borax brought home as private trade by Glascocke; his offer 
refused, the borax being worth more. Glascocke questioned as to 
his private trade and charged with having sent goods to thC'e value 
of 2,000/. from Surat to Persia j this he deniesl- affirming it to be 
a malicious report, he having done the Company ~ood service and 
honestly given u~ his account in India, as may appear by the 
receipt which he now produces from the accountant at Surat, 
Mr. Giffa'td. Glascocke confesses having indulged in private trade 
but not to the extent pretended; he desires the Court to deal 
leniently·with him and submits to its decision. His case referred 
to the next meeting, when decision shall be made either to detain 
his goods or to fine him according to his deserts. Letter read from 
Giles Waterman, desiring conc;ideration on account of his sufferings 
and want caused by the burning of the Swallow; resolved not ,to 
entertain him, but to allow him to seek employment eI~wh(!re and 
pay him .only such wages as are his due. Ordered that 2491. be 
paid to the executor (If Th""JT1as Smith, the Company's late 
Secretary at Surat. (3 pp.) 

CAPTAIN JOHN HATCH, ABOARD THE DOLPHIN IN SCILLY 

ROAD, TO EDWARD SHERBORNE, JANUARY 22,1635 (Public Rtcord 
Office: East /lldies, voL iv n, No.2). 

Has arrived, 'out of an ocean of miseryes, stormes, fearful 
tempests, and strange vicissitudes of weather,' by God's providence 
into England. Left Bantam the I I th of March last, but was 
forced by bad weather to bear up for St. Laurence. Set sail from 
thence ~e 18th of August after refreshing, all being in good health. 
Will tell further experiences at meeting, they being too tedious to 
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write. Constrained by an efsterly wind and the ifeat mortality 
and sickness of the men to seek refuge in this harbour. John 
Denne, 'your kinsman,' is well. (Seal. iP.) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, JANUARY Z3, 1635 (Court Book, 
vol. xv, p. 15'1,) • 

• 
Henry Glascocke called in and questioned concerning his borax 

and again charged with sending goods to the value of '1,,0001. from 
Surat to Persia; this he again denies; he is further charged with 
being one of the greatest private traders and with supplying 
calicoes to mariners and others for private trading. His account 
is dem~nded; this on many frivolous pretexts he refuses to pro­
duce. It appearin~ that he is still a debtor in the Surat books, his 
affairs are referrid for conclusion, and his borax ordered to be sold. 
Mr. Mayo, who bought two bales of the Company's silk stolen 
from the 1I1ary, and ~ince taken from him by the Farmers' deputies, 
now demands its restitution; answereri, that when he c~n satisfy 
the Court that he came by the said silk honestly it shall be restored 
to him; otherwise he may not only go without it but- have to 
answer for it in another place. The Court being satisfied that 
Captain Slade, by reason of ill health, is unable to go as commander 
in their fleet this year, causes Captain Browne to be called; and 
after admonition (he acknowledgitlg his former offences, with the 
promise of amendment and to forbear all private trade) entertains 
him at his former <,alary of twenty marks per month, with-a gratifi­
cation to set him to sea; accedirw further to his request to take 
with him his son, who is fourteen or fifteen years old, and two 
youths, in regard of the confidence they have of his good service. 
Thomas Chapman, formerly entertained to assist John Mountny 
in perjecting the Company's accounts for stores, having served nine 
months, now petitions for an annual salary; a good repprt being 
given of him and of his careful attendance to business, he is granted 
40/. per annum. A month's pay, due in March next, to be given 
to Mary, wife of Thomas Church in the Londoll, Margaret, wife of 
William Bruton, who went out four years ago, Joan, wife of William 
Kingman in the Dtscovery, and Ann, wife of William Jourden, who 
went out in the Blessing, on their several petitions for reliet'lof their 
present necessities. ('1,} pp.) 
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A COURT 9F COMMITTEES, JANUARY 28, 1635 (Cottrt Book, 
vol. xv, p. 154). 

Job Harby, having transferred the whole of his adventure of 
1,200/. in the Third Joint Stock, paid in and clectr of all brokes, to 
Captain John Milward, and so being no longer capable of holding 
office as a Committee, resigns his place and takes leave of the-Court, 
with all good wishes for their prosperity and success. • On re­
consideration of the salary lately conferred on Thomas Chapman, 
the Court agrees that it may well be spared, his labour being 
superfluous, and in effect performed by Mr. Cobb; but on the 
Auditors and Accountants agreeing that it is necessary b keep 
books of accounts of the valuation of the Company's store& other 
than those kept by Mr. Cobb, as otherwise Sam brooke cannot perfect 
the great books, or Mr. Fotherby deliver a perfet!t account of his 
charge at BIackwaII, it is ordered that Chapman bring the accounts 
up to I~33, for which he. is to be paid 30/. in gross, and that 
then his further services be dispensed with. After that John 
Mountny I is to continue the work. This expense has been 
brougbt upon the Company by Edward Seagar, who for many 
years past neglected the books of accounts of the stores; and it is 
therefore ordered that the said book" be brought forward monthly 
as much as possible; Mr. Cobb to keep them for a fortnight, then 
to deliver them to J ohn Mou~tny that he, in anot~r fortnight, 
may pass them into the journal or ledger. Thomas SmithWIck 
transfers his adventure of J ,0001., with profits. in the Third Joint 
Stock. fully paid and free of'interest, to Mr. Robert Bateman. 
John Greene transfers his adventure of US I. and profits in the 
Third Joint Stock, being the remains and profits of 1,0001. formerly 
adventured in the Second Joint Stock, to Mr. John Milward. 
Letter read from Captain Slade, recommending Richard Gi1~on as 
a fit man for master in the William under Captain Browne; and on 
further special recommendation by Captain Pynn, Gilson is enter­
tained at a salary of 51. lOS. per month. Mr. Acton's bill of 
8/. IS. od. for law causes to be paid. Abraham Beck and his 
partners having bought a parcel of silk of the Company for 

1 Son cRthe Company's Husband. He had been employed on Similar work from 1638 
to 1634. 
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2.4,999/.4$-, to pay for the sadle at five, six months. 1 from the first 
of December last, of which he has paid in stock, moneys and 
interest discounted, 7,0951. lOS., Beck now requests that the re­
maining 17.903/ • . 14$. may be put into one bill and paid in one 
payment at the time before mentioned, he intending to diScount 
the same from time to time; agreed to. Letter from Mr. Bell, 
desiring that the difference about the white wine sent into the 
Indies by Captain Hall may be ended, so that he may settle his 
accounts and adventures with the Company; the Court desires to 
accede to his request but defers the matter, he not being well 
enough to appear, meanwhile the court books are to be searched 
for the -agreement made with him. A General Quarter Court to be 
summoned' Friday' next come senight '. Ordered that the Secretary 
attend Mr. Secr~tary Cooke 2 to obtain a warrant for arrest of one 
Mooreton of Dover, who is to make satisfaction. to the Compcmy 
for goods brought home as private trade bought by him and taken 
fr<lm the Custom-house Without payment. (3 pp.) 

A COURT OF CO\IMITTEES, FfBRUARY 4, 1635 (Cot/,.t Book, 
vol. xv, p 157). 

Mr. Handson, one of the Company's Auditors, not giving suffi­
cient attention to his business by reason of his many other 
employments, it is resolved that-the number ef the Company's 
Auditors b~ reduced from three to one, who shall give his whole 
time to that service Mr. Handson's salary \0 be' extinguished • 
at Lady Day, Mr. Ballow's at MidSlflllmer. Mr. Markham retained 
as sole Auditor, to be assisted in cases of extraordinary business by 
Mr Handson, who shall· be paid for his services as shall be thought 
fit. Motion of Mr. Spurstow' for leave to ship to India 37 chests 
of CQflrie coral (sent unto him without direction or advice from 
'beyond the seas ') on the follo\\ing coqditions: that he bear the 
adventure, that all proceeds of the coral be put into the Company's 
cash, and none sold until all belonging to the Company be disposed 
of: that freight and valuation be left to the Company's decision. 
The Court, remembering that coral is one of their principal com-

1 ThiS appears to mean that hal! the amount was to be paid at five monttw from the 
date ofthe bargllln, and the rest SlX months later. 

a Sir John Coke. Secretary of State. 16l5-39 
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modities, and oply allowed to be carr~d by themselves, but knowing 
that none is being sent this year in their ships, is pleased to con­
descend to Mr. Spurstow's request upon the conditions proposed, 
allowing him 5s. 6d. for the chests but demanding no freight. 
Benjamin Smith, recommended by Mr. Beck, desires employment 
as factor, but on the report given of him he is not entertained. 
The Court, hearing from their factors and commanders of the great 
want of chirurgeons and chirurgery, directs Mr. Woodall to provide 
two small chests of all kinds of chirurgery beyond the proportion 
usually sent, to be brought to the East India House by the 10th 
of March, ready for the Company's two ships; also two exp~rienced 
chirurgeons for Surat and Persia, besides those designed for the 
ships. Application made by the two sons of John Fortree for 
theil freedoms by right of their father, who ~urchased his at 
a charge of lo~l. The Court observes that they could not 
challenge the same' of right but by grace'; yet being willing to 
show tht'!m favour, proposes to admit them on payment of a 
moderate fine; refusing this, they are referred until the next court 
to consioer thereof and then give answer. Complaints made in 
letters brought by the Dolphin from the pursers of the London and 
Hopewell of the badness of the beer, wme having to be thrown 
overboard; Mr. Houghton, the Company'., brewer, appearing to 
answer these complaints, prote,ts that he never used' flowers of 
broome' instead of hops, and that all the beer supplieE. wa" of one 
brewing. The Court, not satisfied with his excuse, imposes a fine 
of lOt. to be paid to the poor-box, resolving for the future not to 
pay his bill in full until they hear from the Cape of the goodness 
9f his beer. Houghton desires the Court to consider the loss he 
sustained by being enforced to fill up the beer in the hold. which 
was formerly done in the lighters at the ship's side, being.d~mage 
unto him 3s. 4£1. in every tun. George Rooke accepted as security 
for his son, Nicholas, purser's mate in the Crispimt, and Mr. Cappur 
of Wansted for Richard Fitch, purser in the said ship. (3 pt·) 

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, FEBRUARY 6, ]635 (Court Book, 
vol. xv, p. 160). 

Ord6'ed that Alice, wife of William Clifton, cooper in the 
Blessing, receive a month's pay of her husband's walles due next 
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March. Letter read from Mr. Smithwick, desirin~ that 900/. of 
his adventure in the Joint Stock be turned over, as his free gift, 
towards the repairing of St. Paul's Church; the Court, observing 
divers ambiguous cautions and restrictions in this letter, refuses 
to accept it as sufficient warrant for the transport, and desires that 
Mr. Smithwick be sent for and pressed to make over the 9001. in 
the ordinary way. Mr. Smithwick appears and consents to do so 
if the Court will clear his adventure of brokes, which he is advised 
are illegal; whereupon Mr. Governor answers, as formerly before 
the Lord Bishop of London, that if Smithwick be in brokes, it is 
not in their power to free him; therefore he must settle the 
transpoh in the usual way. Smithwick departs, saying he must 
first find out what his brokes are. Mr. Governor now acquaints 
the Court with a paper presented to the Bishop of London by 
Mr. Smith\\iick ~ontaining a declaration of the Company's estate , 
sent into India, and also a foul aspersion upon the Court of 
Committees for undervaluing the Voya-ges; resolved that a copy 
of this paper be obtained and particular answer made thereto, 
vindicating their reputations from these unjust accusatiolls. Mr. 
Governpr desiring to know what to tell the generality at the 
General Quarter Court this afternoon, it is resolved to acquaint 
them with the letter from the Bl'ihop of London concerning their 
contribution towards the repair of St. Paul's Church. If an account 
of the Company's estate be required, the Court, not thinking it 
safe either to deliver or promise an estimate, agrees to tell the 
generality that the Auditors are on. the work ·but cannot perfect 
it until April next. As the General Quarter Courts beget quarrels 
and debates, it is proposed and agreed to put them down, the chief 
cause for which they were established, namely, 'the satisfaction 
of divirs. noblemen and gents who are in towne only in the Terme 
time' and have since sold out, being gone. Resolved, in case of 
quarrels this afternoon, to have in readiness Mr. Secretary Cooke's 
letter signifying His Majesty's pleasure, and if there be cause to 
have it publicly read. The Court confirms its former order of 
2Jst July 1, which is now read, and directs that payment be made 
of 38/. 16s. Jd" the sum remaining due to the children of 
Mr. Aldsworth, to Matthew Aldsworth, the surviving chId, the 

1 A mistake (or June 25. 163+ 


