. of the dwbnct. or if a special Commissioned Mdl"
he sole charge of the gangs would come under his conf.r,
t would be also snbordmote to him,

hat authogg should be exercised over him by the‘
artment, Officer or the Civil Officer in cha.rge of
,one?

stant should carry out all orders issued to him by the
d they clash with those received from his departmental
fer the matter through the relief officer, but meanwhile carry

ou 15 Question.— W hat system do you recommend for the
ZNE admission of applicants for relief on works for
‘Mr. Nicholls.
" securing that no hindrances are placed in the
oommg, and no bribes taken for admission ?.

bemamed on that daily rates and muster rolls be the syotam to be
‘paid mates or headmen or the like, then I believe that no lyatom
y obtainable amount of vigilance will prevent abuses. Fictitions
people, not workers, will be hired (I have repeatedly seen this
to personate, to leave adjacent villages and appear on the works
8 when any superior officer is present, and men in the habit of
' for work or who hope to get employment as overseers, mobarrirs,
the like will assuredly beat up the countr ?' to brmg recruits on to the
no business to be a.pplymg for relie 3

contract system where amnl(legmgs engage for small lectlonl
trouble and abuse is obviated, such gangs bei always at
their representative or head man as often as they like.

N

uest n—How would you provide for cla.ssxfymg them and

them on gangs ? |
s paid by daily rates T should leave all such minute details to bg
spot by tho responsible local officer. -

contract system no classification would be wanted, each
mnkéftmdlmdfull into some éxisting gang, or wait tilt

“would have discretional power of rlonall gmug
to ,y ono whm condition rendordp:bu nece::ry y :

‘dyment is not made daily how would you ar
anoestxllthoﬁmtwagedaymrou&

AwouldbotBuu to mmdxt,othmtho“
cer would have d P po:‘;’a;rnly m moderate but




r dischargll::g laborers from relief works when the
ing or over, and when the work is closed ?

I would keep myself well posted up with the demand for labour
lages, and as this increased would, after notice, gradually lower
give the work-people continually the best possible information of
labour in the villages, and as the malguzars sent word that th
undertake their sapport and the giving of employment al sufficient
to their villagers, I would send the men to their homes or to the vill
 they were required, giving them enough in cash to reach their destin
f day's pay in addition. . 5 A £

4 ut as a rule the work-people ou our gung: would never stay a day
than they could help, and when men who had been workinﬁ hard and beha:
well wished to leave and return to their villages, if I thought it safe for
go back, I would give them cash to reach their villages and one day’s pay besid

When a work is closed, that is finished,—I would help them to reach th
homes or the nearest work in progress where they could be employed,
f a work were closed on account of bad behaviour, of course 1 wou

- no such gratuitous assistance.

. Question.—How have persons been dealt with who to the
continue in a physical state in which they are unable to st

themselves ? &

After ;ending to their homes all whose support and good treatment
villages could be assured, the residuum, with the incurables, have been handed
to the charge of the Dispensary Committees. e L

Group 17. Question—Under what circumstances would you
commend moving bodies of men on works over considerab!
tances ! Should this ever be done as a prevemntive measure, to v
out those who are not in absolute want of relief or only as a ste
~ is expedient for the sake of transferring them from less useful worl
~ or to admit of their being more easily fed or supervised, or to prevent
sickness or the like ? . , A

- Such a measure for the purpose of preventing those who are not in :

want of relief would be perfectly unnecessary in these Provinces, where, in addit

to the standing rules of hard work and little pay, the apathy and detestation

the people in Chhattisgarh and on the rice lands generally, to such kinds of

‘as we could give them, and the independent spirit or the sense of shame in the

people elsewhere, may be safely calculated on to keep the people other than

in absolute want of relief from asking for work. B o
M Removals of bodies of men on works should only among us be res
| to prevent sickness, to remove them from a locality of deep distress tc
 which food was not so dear, water more abundant, regular supplies
~ assured, better supervision maintained, or the like, B

 Question—Narrate the history of any case within
ledge in which more than 500 people were moved, or attempte
moved, more than 20 miles, and state any difficulties the mo
. moﬁed. ,a.nod h:w they t:fig&t best be avoided. nf i “
At page 69 the account of the Deputy Commwissioner of Raipur of |
Fo) Seamare i giten i Pk ne S :

,"j.




trans
' their homes, and
| 0 ere always on t ° -ou

dﬁh%lm oith%rhlw the houses or the J;hat w‘otk:gl ;

ar-supply was getting very low and impure, owing to the continue

The umbers at tbé'l:l‘iefgvo:ﬁ on the‘Borlg:r:;nd vm‘n recruited from

and needy of the neighbourhood, and rose by the 7th May to 3,473, but

‘that date the numbers gradually fell owing to dosertions from heat and sick-

and on the 11th the number relieved was 2,924. x

2th diarrheea broke out amoug the coolies, and 20 were taken ill. On the

3th 100 fell sick, of whom 82 died before the evening from unmistakeablo

became more numerous, many deserted ; and by the evening of the 14th the
ber of people at the works went down to 1,200, and on the 15th all had disap-
ared except the mates on regular monthly pay. ; ~
wretched deserters agrend themselves broad-cast over the country, and carried the
ease with them wherever they went, and it raged with unexampled violence till
e month of August. T A
r Dutt was with the working parties when cholera broke out, and he sent an 5
mediate report to Captain Twyford, who hurried out to the spot to keep up the A
nfidence of all parties. By personal attendance on the sick, and by his encourage- §od
ment and exhortation he romewhat re-assured all, but unhappily he contracted
~ the seeds of the disease himself, and after a brief illness of 28 hours he died on the
9th May 1869.
unished poor having fled in all directions, and cholera being abroad in the land,

:& Pwp}’e could be got.. together for relief works for some time, and work was

"ﬂ’m‘ivmeunre of deportation will be found at page 29 of the Jubbulpore
‘account :— i '

In -‘p"‘ﬁ‘ph 18 I showed that at the end of Juue, and in the beginning of July, the
- bumber of paupers increased largely in Jubbulpore ; this continued throughout the
whole of July, the bulk of the recipients of relief being people from Rewah and
- Myhere, as well as a considerable number from the villages in the north of Jubbul-
pore, who had flocked in, bearing of the daily distribution of grain by the charitable
inhabitants of the city ; to these may be added many of the immigrants from the
- famine districts, who had fled southwards early in the season and were now, after
- the burst of the monsoon, trying to find their way to their homes.
Finding that the number of these people increased until they became almost unmanage-
~ able, it was thought advisable to make some attempt to convey them to their
- homes, or to places where they could obtain work. The Agent, Governor General
for Central Tudia, was consulted and the Political Assistant, Nagode, both of whom
_ congidered the Deputy Commissioner of Jubbulpore's proposal to land the paupers
fv“ of charge at Myhere, as well worthy of acceptance ; 8o after the receipt of the
~ written agreement of the Myhere Chief had been received, to meﬁt the responsi-
bility of, and provide for, all paupers belonging to his country who were landed
~at Myhere, 489 men and women, with' a considerable namber of children in arms
were deg'omd to Myhere by batches of 100 at a time, the East India Railway
- Board of Managers in Caléutta having liberally offered to convey these people
~ atabout } of the nsumal cost. Mr. Nicholls went up to Myhere, to see that the
_ arrangements for the reception of these people were such as they should he ; and
finding them somewhat defective, no further deportations were made ; althoagh
- subsequently the Political Assistant informed me that everything was duly arrang-
- ed by that time, things had improved, and there was no longer any necessity for
‘ ation, another ont-let having been found for the superfluous hands on the H
Great Indian Peninsular Railway Works near Belpathar.” ;

eople depcrted belonging to Rewah, Sohawal, and Nagode did not
!::P Bu:gefore long agf:avg wrecks, frantic and dying, struggled back
bbulpore, dying with a tale on their li;;:etoo horrible to repeat of their treat-
“after my visit to Myhere, on a day, 1 believe when the Chief of Myhere was
\'i:l’L Khillat on behalf of the Viceroy, for his care of his people,
_paragraph above quoted Captain Ward writes of those sent to Bel- 5
e Narsinghpur District that although when sent there by rail, most of .
ned to work, but dispersed themselves through the villages of the e
rict on the other side of the Nerbudda, wh/ore they probably Gl

-

R s Shioin. begging OpOMBLIonN.. . i L
. e regarding whom atpage 49 I have noticed that

o

or-houses at Jub-

)




e g A e a5
or sheltering the ; an ! wor e on the railway appe
to have given any thing but a welcome to themgm AL S
Pitilessly the rain came down on them for two days, and the
pean Officers, though ardently wishing to do all they could for them,
gers, and had not the confidence of these people, who longed to'get
protection of the Jubbulpore district officers. Their camp (to whi
their belongings and ample stores of food, had been conveyed by
‘was in the Narsinghpur district. Between them and the Ja!
- rolled the Nerbudda, now swollen by the rains into a broad, deep aud ¢
;rnmed by the j)iers and frame and open girder work of the railway
o iet to the Jubbulpore side, some few tried to walk, some few trie
- crawl, across this open bridge work—a shriek, a splash on the surface of
~ eddies far below, and all was over with the poor creatures. :
Nearly all the rest turned panic stricken to the west, and spread ther
‘a8 beggars through the villages. Immediately it was known at Jubb
that matters were not going on well at Belpathar, I went down and, 1
- brought back with me the remnant of the deported gangs. !

- Group 2% Question.—Have you had experience of any
- relief work other than earth work ? If so, describe it. Hasa
ju ‘tempt been made to employ artizans, such as weavers, smiths,
penters &c., in pursuing their own professions, and with what su
By In these Provinces smiths and carpenters are’ too few and too well-
want relief ; probably this is the case elsewhere. If they worked in con
~ with our relief works, it would be on contract or on daily rates,
- *separate from the relief gangs. e
, (s orer classes of weavers in the villages are all accustomed
~ work for short periods in ordinary years ; and therefore earth work sui
- well enough. B
- At Murwarra I saw the infirm paupers in the poor house employed, o
for the sake of occupation, in spinning. Fri) .
i In Dinagepore under my directions, much charitable relief was given to
~the women of poor but decent familiesin preparing cotton, in spinn
~ ton thread, and jute yarn, and in weaving and making up cotton cloth,
. pecially gunny bags. If we had paid daily wages, we should have been u
g got the work done without incessant worry. It appeared decidedly best,
~ low remuneration as was possible, to arrange for the raw material being &
i out, and the manufactured thread, yarn or cloth being brought back.
~ the people behaved quite honestly with the raw material, which was oi
~out to those for whom some respectable person gave some sort of a !
- dation. The recipients could work as much or as little as they like
g *;-a‘t;es at which they were paid was considerably under the ordinary
~ labour. inin

SECTION 2.

. Graruitous Reuier. i |
~ Group 23. Question—What is the proper sit il ﬁl’

Answered by the Sanitary DOUSE, 80 a8 t0 secure
- Commissioner. , pace, water, and pmximity to food

DR Ix/atho vicinity of towns where they would come
charitablo relief committecs, the samo conditions as




o w Mﬂxed for reliat camps ; 80 .upw&m
Memopen alower amount of space.

ﬂow should the latrines be placed and managed !
once of the Madras famine will be a guide as to the position. I
add that the latrines should not be placed further from the huts
.of weakly persons reaching them. 1 have already given the
of the latrines as carried out here, omitting some details. I ima-

W phn of management would not be unsuitable for a poor

34 | Quaatum —What should be the conditions of mdmm—
; sion to reliefin a goor house? The usual condi-

~ tions are (1) inability to work on a relief work ;

ss to reside within the enclosure ; willingness to aocept
Under what, if any, circumstances may these be relaxed
tood'oe distributed without resxdence or may uncooked

n t poor ‘house as a ntandmg pa.uper hospital. T hardly thmk n
1y press of candidates for admission, and T have never seen willin

we did not give port wine or delicacies, but good food, oth- i

ing and hours, good huts ; but unwonted cleanliness was enforoed. ;
juoplo who cou %d get away would not dtay.
on, people to whom it would be safe to give uncooked foc
inmates of a poor house. They should be relieved, if gmtm. ¥
r at some bllc building, or if unable to come for it, bmng hmp, :
nd, or the like, at their homes,
poor house would be sent only those whom T could not otheﬁme
with, the sick, the men or boys who had been flogged for stealing, the
8, waifs and strays. I should insist on res1 ence in all cases
nen and women might be kept here on double rations to do.‘,_ _-
work of what must be a centre of intense suffering and mine
ep the poor who could be relieved in other ways from the sight
such sufferers ; I would never allow an apphcsnf. to be refi
: umuropgm Officer on the spot. .

LR

desirable that entry into a poor. hl;mse shot
e compulsory on persons who appear to
a state of want as to show thﬁtreﬁ"#
to the preservation of their lives? «
o mm!feum will be warranted, or rather mﬂ




to buy food, would sooner starve on the miserable alms
_the:rovmhomthn a few miles to obtain substantial

rcdgymnhedtoeomfornlwfmyhdwtm
lafttourrythmvnhumhoeﬁeot pm-mwueunry ﬁb. ]
 to save their own lives. ’ s

i Stnot. injunctions were issued to the Police, land-holders, and
convey to the nearest relief house any person who was w
actual want ; by this measure hundreds of lives must have been

. Question. ——Under what circumstances would you.
discretion of refusing to submit to this? :

~ In the villages I would remove them, unless the head man md the
‘wbuld ‘nge me a written engagewent that they should be mppmd

In towns, I would observe the wishes of the laa.dmg men ; if the
could be satisfactorily cared for otherwise, I would let them be cuod ¢
- vate charity or relatives. At Jubbulpore the beginning of each day’s ¥
me was to ride through the city, especially the open markat places, and
‘homeless wanderers, the deserted children and waifs and strays pi
~ried to the camp. It was the only way of keeping the streets :
 places clear. No one objected. Neither there nor in the villages was
unfortunates or their relatives or neighbours objected, but they
knowled of our arrangements, the strength, the means or the and;gy
shame of going or of being sent for relief to the * Kangal Khana,” an
or mneighbours, without the countenance of the Malgnzars or of ;
nﬁcials, would not assume the responsibility of sending in cases.
This reluctance was, 1 think, more conspicuous among the lowu
% villagers towards the hills.

‘. Question.—If compulsion is used to ta.ke them in, w
‘taken to ke:}) them there?

" Our relief camps were generally without enclosures, and as far
the town as was convenient. But the inmates would wander. At Jubbu
‘patrols to bring them back, gently and patiently, After alxtth

o phou they would mstmctxvely make for. e

 Question—~How should such a rule be apphed to
vhow to persons on relief works, or seekxng for relief ot
-1 can only answer that edpeople on the relief* works and
other ways were in a mark different from those
relief camps; such persons would not beg, and were efficiently
quite independent of our poor houses. When matters got ser
that the promiscuous giving of alms by house-holders should }
nuum%%;}d an mterferenoe with our popularly approved
ore we had the sanction of popular approval
,b%m being taken,to on:,relxefcumpc




lsneoauary iudltbinkltmn g bo
g the im regsment. of labour and oama) ﬂm‘i
1 have seen the best efforts.of officers thwm
at, by of cart-owners and the like for shamefull;
at a time when the mmnag of human life was the object mnj
; of troops, when the destroying, not the saving of life is.
Tequisite powers are given to us. At present, when an emergency
ners know that the public officers must assent to any degree of
 their part. Between special correspondents and shrieking but foolish
spaper philanthropists, insisting that executive officers are tobe
regponsible for any deaths from starvation, and those who, from
ine to extort public money under this pressure, the position of a dis-
is far from being an enviable one. i

.—Would there be any special objection to such legis-
in view the risk of exciting fears in the popnlatxon, or. | i
reasons ? : h’ i
is that any legislation for the purpose of iding for t
the gmons who re ought to be placed under the pgroteolnon
w t;?;ﬂ gvo l:ml misconstrued, would be a
people, and 8 t methods of extortion and tyranny
long as we have no such law, could not be practised. %

25---Qwatwn.—What ration should be given to the ordi- ; _,‘,".;‘
he Sanitary nary inmates of a poor house ? ;

Wﬁwm of this subject is extensive, and the experience of relief {‘
: hrge to this I would invite a reference.

n.—What as special diet to those who are much rednoed
rition —

mliat'a views on this subject are oonta.med ina Su};slement to the
at by oﬁgeu i

BX]E in famines differ, and no definite minimum ration haq,
et bee _ﬁxed general consent. In the famine in the Central Provinces
the 'subsm rs to funds from which poor houses were maintained,
ous of im: g a minimum; but preferred leaving it to the discre-
in charge; the main object being to recruit strength so
r to light work where be recovered health and spismk. il
y he would lingering in a poorhouse. : *'*“1

- hava ou any experience of the effects of the mﬁmn
‘cons} sts of 1 lb of raw flour with condunenﬁ o

: Whi is the quantity of condxmmh!
ement dempofmm" dludzdtosbova.

Qumm-State ‘what the grindmg tuk wu :
~ this down iorbhommatacof apoorhnm
, if wheat be g&gnd there. In Jails




W—aﬂw mforma.txon isto ’be gmen :
e head of the cookm&ﬂdeparﬁmeﬁt ‘as to the
mgaiwdieradnlh and children fororﬂma.ty“‘ :

f

rly constructed kxtchens with gra tes, , i :
) (f mx?:wg;»d no open chulas should be allowed they result
of fuel and labour ; wheat cakes should be baked on mhah
ﬂxed over the fire grate, and grain should be boiled in iron
land potatoes are boiled in wicker baskets slung by pullies over
when boiled, the basket is hauled up, and the water is let o ,
by a tap ; this is done when they are boiled ona large scale, If 1
_ treated in the same way, time and fuel would be saved, and the
be weﬂ drained of its *‘ canjee wa

onas.

Question.—~With how much water and fuel ? ;

~Ttis customary here to boil one seer of rice in about 2.
~and to mix 1 seer of water with 2 seers of flour for dough. Th
fuel required will depend on the construction of the fire grate; a
Tbms at the rate of six chattaks of wood to a full ]aal ration df 2

: mgdnblea‘ ;

;:,.{ Question.—What the wmgedt ht of the cooked mtxon should

_ Mr Elliot's experiments recorded in the “Supplementto Gﬁpaﬁeeﬁ nd;

d December 1877, give this very fully ; as regards rice and si

/ y note that 2 geers of rice boiled here in Q}M of water we
%m‘moked ; and 1 seer of wheat flour mixed vntrh } a seer of

whpnoookedlseorand{ichnm.ks.

" Question.—What discipline should be enforo& o.m‘j
while it is being served out.and eaten ? : -
Al should sit in rows;none should be

6 Questwn --Wha.t preca.utxons should be takbn 8
n when received, and not sold or exchanged, and
s ?omons are not taken fmm ﬂiembythm T




i panﬂhmnl he cold a.nd‘
/B in the cold season, .
~used with cautgno);: ; a cistern, tub or nand u:
the camp will uontam all that f,he feeble requﬁﬁ
clothes may be wushad

3 supervision is necensa.ry to se amté a,nd taka, B

those who begin to sicken, or to distribute medicine
, but are not sick enough for hospital ? =~
ssistant move among these people daily, those reqmrmg
~will come under his eye, and on the extent of the camp
amxdmon will depend the number of dispensers of medmne

4

,-——Sta.te what work the pauperscan be set to, what is
or what cases, and how labour is to be enforced ? oA

e are unfit for work ; when sufficiently recovered to be fit fm.‘, i
ald be drafted to a relief work ; all that can be attempted is to
if possible, from broodwg over their miseries,

What establishment is required (per hundred pa.u
‘ grindmg, sweeping the enclosures, cleaning the
ining discipline, fetching water or wood or grass for
m}movmg the sick to hospital, or carrying out and bury-

may be found sufficient :—

3

| According to ration 15 seers oquals
~a fair day's work. '

| e—— ey

...| ~As for relief camp.
.| None for a small camp. .

2

Ct.nnob give rate. Pauperg lhouid As;
 not bury mh other, ‘

t egl ters should be kept up astaocashou

issued ; dally number fed, and dmly ex
dea.th 44



i ‘Quutwm—— mxld you enqum iato thau- mpﬂ
‘or non-official ?
4 chever mxght ap ‘
to be the more effectua a.nd the more popular. |
al would, I presume, be ?hke contributors to the funds
~ Other things equal, T should certainly prefer a committee of
native gentlemen, with one or two officials of good ﬂtnnd 4

ffqm ~—Supposing they have hitherto bean de

who now refuses to support them, would you admit tl

person
relief or require him to support them if he is able to
have close natural ties to him, (2) if they have not ¢

~ The committee in charge of this branch of
give relief at once, if necessary, and, in any case, w.
to notice. Such cases would, thmk with us be almost
I had to deal with such a reporb, I would first ask the le
~or community of the delinquent to arrange matters; if ﬂ:ey
seemed a ““test case,” where the example might be pernicious, |
man, If this failed, I should continue the relief, snd pup m te
pm'hmt work.

"‘“Questtan —Supposing the necessity of rehevm n
lished, how would you relieve them, with money fOM,
‘work, such as cotton to spin or grain to grind ¢

should mmp{ give directions for relief to Be d%w

mwm in charge this branch of relief, leavin th&

principle for auch relief would be, to exact work, %

would not suggest grinding tasks to those whose ordmary

'lromn this dra ﬁ . | presume that the funds to be dmblm !
_nttons oi private nhanty v

w‘ tlt i when and under kit circumstances sh‘
e uld leave all such details to the discretion
® h% branch of relief. Without this, one conl
nndemke the toil and trouble, and as their contribu ‘
e relief was continued, their interest would '
A general gmdnnoo and supervision over
all that should b attempted by the European Officer
o first thmg to be gumﬁed aganm would be f.hsn‘




t leave their homes ?

wns of the district charitable relief given from
controlled by a committee constituted in the way alres
details of the working of such committees I would

ould have such persons sent into our poor-houses, for w
of their village would not engage to provide or to secure main
- were willing to do this, | would not interfere with them
ch they accomplished this task. K

2. Question.—What bas been held to be the duty of
?herespect to orphans or deserted children, and what
be the correct principle vo follow ? A
1 children were temporarly provided for in the poor houses. In many
‘natives of approved character and pesition came forward, and under
s for good treatment and education, and to produce the chil-
ired by the District officers, adopted them or received them into
here the caste of the child was known it was a rule that an a.gpli’
the same caste should be preferred. Mahomedan children
n to Hindus, nor vice versa, There have never been heard, I
iispers even that any abuse had been made of the charge as-
y the applicants. ; ‘ b e
the majority of the orphans, about 300 in number, for whom no homes
houses could, be found were taken by the Jubbulpore branch ot the
Mission Society, and [ understand that the children have done well,
and that an allowance of Ks. 2 a month has been allowed to the
from Government,—for the girls till marriage, for the boys till they
when they should maintain themselves. I can suggest nothing
e did for the orphans in 1869,
33.  Question.—Was grain purchased and sold at or below
ice, and consequently below the retail market rate?
Murwara, where there was a ditficulty about getting sufficient and reliable
llgthelocul markets, Mr, Olpherts purchased grain on easier terms in Alla-
the best of my recollection, this was entirely used on our relief works
poor houses. In Chanda, on account of a belief that the export of
His Highness the Nizam’s dominions had been prohibited, an ad-
vernment money was given to a trader to purchase grain for the con
those employed on the Government relief works. As soon as this
the private traders and well-to-do people took courage, and made
import g;:in‘. that little more assistance in this district .was re-
yermment. : _ e
he Deputy Commissioner, found the holders of grain enl
ey would not listen to reason, and he sent an order f
10,000 worth of grain at Jubbulpore.. Some amount was
in Damoh was sold at cost price. Bat the sending of the
ilar private orders was sufficient to bring grain agan it
‘panic ceased, or the combination of the grain hol

mmissioner of Balaghat supplied the fo

llowing info

wheat got dearer, and thongh nominally at
o obtain. For the work-people »3&'




‘ its uh,btoned at Mnllimm
ﬂww:mte supplies of food, eve
- desh.  The Collector used ever
with the proceedings of the gr
‘but unsuccessfully. He morﬂm ly 1€
certain measures for the relief of the su
 bility of Government taking steps to obtain. gmn rom
’."[ :x&m rhere th‘; ul;lgh&hbe an ﬁbffd'm R;I‘he :;i
; ‘a measure, he thought, wou ve effect W
forth the hidden stock at once.
t ol' the Collector’s report Government directed
ded to the Military Board and to the Resident at In
‘!!obegood enough to give Goverament the benefit of thei
- means of obtaining the requisite supplies. In reply
was abundance of grain in Bhopal, and that he would
; l:l&ht be mquued. Meanwhile, however, the high p
sttrwted ‘the attention of foreign grain meichants
of grain was imported into the locality. This not only r
~people, but it tended to break the combination of the | gumm
pﬁoee to meum of consumers. There was thus no oceasion for
mport on its own account for the use of ﬂlo  regime

' ' f prices of gmn in the districts under their nxm e o
the qmmmy of each kind supposed to be available ale,

- to have been reguhrly made until the opening of the new |
‘conclusion, my opinion is that the general welfa
‘may demand such interference with trade, but i

‘extrewe measure, to be restored to with great caution,
 extent as may serve to tide over a temporary. m'hu

i

SECT‘I ON 3,
I!I':monu.mnous.




from

inski bour in Berar, on the railway works, in a country then sparsel
pulated, but with a vast quantity of good land lying uncultivated. Thg
a3 ‘%» by an enormously enhanced demand for cotton. The high
ices obtained during the American war for Berar cotton, gave the cultivators
_ necessary o:;:ﬁ for greatly extending their cultivation by hired labour
id at high mhﬂher rates for the agricultural labour of weaker bodied
: i could 'be given in Berar, than could be afforded in the
al Provinces for strong men, accustomed from childhood to such tasks. This
e a time when the cost of living began to rise rapidly in the Central
B, ces, and told heavily on the town population, and those who were not Fud
~ in grain, Moreover the cheaper fabrics of Manchester now began to successfully
compete with the home made cloth, and brought pressure on the spinning and
weaving classes. These classes could not compete in our Provinces for agricul-
‘ture employment with the regular agricultural labourers, and so it was fortunate
&? rovinces, for themselves, and for the Berars, that circumstances were
favourable for emigration. During 1868 and 1869 the flow of peeple westward
‘under the pressure of famine was very greatly enhanced, but I cannot give
8 os for that year. ,
_have mentioned at page 22 in my account of the famine in Jubbulpore
I thought a rough census was taken, and that I had heard it mentioned that
~ there appeared to be some 40,000 out of 120,000 not at their homes about the
‘mmhog‘aepumber As yet I have not been able to find any corroboration of
 this, save that some papers since sent me from Jubbulpore lead me to think that
the population of the Murwara Tahsil in 1867 stood at about 120,000, In Jan-
iary 1872 the population was found to be 108,000. I attribute what I believe
~ to have been the decrease to deaths and to emigration. I think that by this time
: ‘ﬁba@tmﬂoﬁgy of those who went away or migrated from that tahsil at the time
 of the greatest distress had returned to their homes. Probably 25,000 emigrated
' ormigrated from that tahsil, some to the valltzy of the Nerbudda, a fow to Saugor,
" but mostly to the Chendia Kowrea country of Rewa, to the east of the Jubbul-
. pore district, and to the north of Mandla. Since writing the above, the Tahsildar
~ who was then at Murwara writes to me that he has a recollection of a rough
| censas having been made by the Patwaris, and that his impression is that either
| 93,000 or 98,000 were enumerated. Further search is being made. At page 42
~ will be found all the available information re%arding the Saugor district, and at
| page 40 mention is made of a rough census having been taken in some of the
B rh villages. '
4 " Last hot weather there was a good deal said about th? emigg}.‘t.i::a:f thedp;‘om classes
2 ' ; e rom dara an ur into
Lot o e Qompiionr Nogye Dl 0% Bexas, 1 obiained domi-ofiially
Sl o, 3758, dated 18th Septamber 1870, some general statistics regardin
S 1 the emigration ; and I mention,
s their general result to Mr. Morris. He then desired me to obtain faller Sgures
o on the matter and to submit an official report.
. In compliance with those instructions, I have the honor to submit (in original) reports
~ from the Deputy Commissioners of Nagpur and Bhandara. When I asked for
‘ . these 1 desired that approximate figures might be furnished for the whole
e e
g TOS 0L V! y BO we my, nce 0 a
' which the population had been decreasing since th® census of November lﬁ.
l& appears that the emigration from Nagpur has ocourred mainly from the—
b\ st -+  uhsils
3 g ~ Ramtek b } :
\ the Ramtek Tahsil a fresh census was taken of 16 villages, and the result showed that
| 8,845 souls in 1866. the population* is now 20 per cent less than it was in
147, in 1870, Noyember 1866. In the Umrer Tahsil a fresh census
T . souls in. 1866. of 35 villages was taken ; and it showed that the popu-
R T
The ' r )- y 19,700 8 or 16 per
its. po ion have left the Umrer |; and that 17,979 souls, or 18:1;: cent of
L popaia "Dahsil. - Ont of these emigrants only 3 per cent

i
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ihtmu'litllwho left Murwara and who survived the
ave met instances where they had to serve for
s, in other parts of the country, to clear themselves qfthe
ted in the famine time.

ngve the followmg extracts from (:ommant nomin

mm into which xmmgratwn from the Central Provmqu tll:“ taken
are the neigh-
mwmmmmn:&um to the Ohief g‘mr '5‘5

Into Woon 2,683 labourers are said to have '
of whom only 144 are knewn to have retnruduﬁ’m
~ homes in thc Central Provinces.
70 cultivators, coming from the Central Provxncel, have settled
::xln, E, a:ve taken 707 acuf- of land %
y from Government, partly from peuou
on lease from Governmeut.
M Omraoti District numbered 50,428, of WMWUOM
; to have returned to their homes, len 41,463. But
of this number, only 125 were -gmml ts, or ab.
rate took up land, and they took up 2,083 acres of
‘the rent on the whole being Rs. 1,503. . Two-thirds ¢
Wammtel took up the land in a temporary or kiﬂﬂﬂ!
‘the 125, 87 whohnd en 1,481 acres at a rental of Rs. 910, are re-
Mmhardwd,orhavmgmtgned their land, or as absent, or'w'

mﬁa who hwo migrated from the Central Provinces into the Ellich
~ District, is given as 6,214, of whom 416 are
' have retarned to the Central Provinces. None of
mngmultmuor settled down to the cu

ve not ucnghno emtbou i

it be fairly




Woon, Omraoti and Elichpur Dist | ,
rage wages of unskilled labour have been si 2 annas
erage wages have been between 4 and b annas, and at certain
~ higher. Itis known thatevery year a certain nnmber of people
. into Berar at the time the cotton crop ripens and return after it
A : thus there has always been a connexion between the two Provinces.

- Captain Bloomfield (see page 55) states that from the lowlands of
~ some people, both cultivators and others, who happened, in search of g
- work, to go to the uplands, found land so cheap, labour so scarce and sa
~ and Malguzare so ready to advance them grain, that they were induced

AT

Question.—Did they go alone, or with all members of the
and with their cattle and property ? 6 A

My impreuion‘ is that in Murwara, it was chiefly the men who left 1
homes.
~ Those who went from the Wainganga rice fields into Berar, went in
of families, In neither case were they people who ha.dpreviouulg)ponel'qd bl
and they had very little property to remove. The women going into Berar carrie
their spinning w?eeh on ther heads and their infants on thexrimh G e s

Question.~How many (approximately) have not come back,
how many are supposed to have died ? i
B Regarding the emigration to Berar, I have given an account of the n
S to have remained. . None are supposed to have died from s
~ even of those who went away during the time of famine. il
G There were changes in the administrative divisions of the Jubbulpore
trict in 1867 or 1868. A part of the Sleemanabad tahsil was added to
~ the rest was joined on to Bijeragogarh to form the Murwara tahsil, We
a decrease for the whole distriot between the census of 1866 and that of 1872
,368. Some 40 poor villages had been meantime transferred to Damoh.
~ famine and its accompanying diseases and migration is accountable for th
 If I am right in thinﬁng that at the beginning of the famine there were 12
~people in the Murwara tahsil, if I am right in thinking that there
- rough census or estimate indicating that in September 1868 there wel
} 80,000 found in their villages, then, seeing that in January 1872 the
~ stood at 108,000, and that ;imbahl all those who had migrated and
- to come back, had returned, I give, but as little more than a guess,
. estimate :— e

N

Emigrated or migrated to other parts of the districts or inmates
poor houses in other thedistriah) )7 0%

Died from starvation and its attendant diseases, died from th

cholera and small-pox epidemio
- Returned to their homes Bt ki
- Permanently remained abroad o T
‘The difference between the 120,000, which I think was the




h iu tho loulity thoy sim u.t
went in large numbers, would pro
al disaster, and as the intending emgrnnts 1
. ved near their homes and among those on
claims, T would do my best to stop them. If they woul

d direct all subordinates, including the Police, to urge them

: wd,rks or accept of any relief until some few from amo

sent, puMhey wanted to go to and bring back info
; of the others. I would not put any in the poor hounl
o weak b work I do not see that it would be pmotwablew

vbhey erowd into « town, say the hea.d-quartem d‘.

the province, would { u do any thing to stop them on
) prevent them from begging and atrago'lmg sboutthe
ey got there !

™ o' 20t Tukbilpore) establish poor houses and o*ihm
E« roads by which they were coming into the town. I should try
fo refuse to give alms promiscuously, and would sen

: rk, or, if requiring such treatment, to the pror house. The diff
kuow whm. do with those who could work, but wou

n of your pmvmces to give relief by the relmwon or
mf%e dsemand for lo.nd revenue when the crops fail ¢

"Admmmatlon is fully set forth in the follomug Cﬁ'cnlm
8th December 1868):—

! ‘hnpg reached the Oﬁcutmg Chief Commissioner from smrd
ission of revenue, ho desires me to iudicate the conditions on w
to sanction any relaxation of the Government demand. In
be understnod that for the present there should be no
mstances, and that suspension, where required, should be
and in a discriminating manner. The Revonm
t rocently revised and equalised, and there is every reason to
nder these circumstances the ordinary rule would
Mom,butuﬂl there will be cases, m'lnoh land-own
Jm]t\hcn or where & unooapﬁnia otbl;ud.h ORSOT
indn may very & y own,
ssioner howaveumn to luten);o ﬁwm nate proposals for
ch he considers at premature and unnecessary, would |
j under thp ial oonditmuu

ﬁ




?y after the fnmma.nof
es, M’&e extunrdinary mallne
en in other parts o
th by the Bhonuhﬁ pmmmmu

ry*body bld ust t,hen been freely given m, :
over th!{a ions sterling.  Under the expire
were not nearly 80 equally distributed, remiss
"o have perpetuated a habit of secking remissio
v settlement would have been probably an act o
8 was hkely to mnure a general i increase of prudemw

wall knows sodl duly considered that in npamol
ietary a?tm had been conferred, by reaso
y involved, and. were hardly fitted for the posi
m of the burtleu of their inherited debt, partly on a
onal want of prudence. Such persons had, in some cases, to
e at once replaced by others possessed of capital
ualities which qualified thew to assumg the position, and fas
ges nnd lands which they purchused. Howe
. we may regret such transfers, yet we must, I th
zes more than outweighed the disadvantages. 1do-
ich any large eota.m, held by men pnnuled of rmy
lull’e‘red under the policy adopted.
land revenue assessment is based on the p
of years below the average covering ex:
ft to the lan holdm to
more than ordi




r?:;' Government without ine
ink, the duty of Government to se

mﬁ‘mn, who ehomust die, under the pmuotm

li:pmpertodeputes ial officers toinm
e people to the relief offered, what steps

mecesslry for strengthening the ordma.ry‘ i :
&hem to carry out these duties? ;

p;.wwk and will not come to the worhpromledﬁ

one for them when they have be'lo:; told w :
~we want no special agency. ose. W

: rpoqea generally me Revenue officials, the Poli s

ng ﬂn dgmu can give the uemmy mformaﬁqnm

sy

are gmlemlly more helplen. and for thou who
think the same agency would suffice, during thq :
- Even than it would be advisable to have a very
ough the villages, to impress on the Malguzars, and
“their respective duties and responsibalmes W‘ﬂl
‘ theGovemment nrrwgementa.

bmmnded and trustwvorbby men obtaimbh
be determined, ﬁu& by the number qfqn}*
J thedenuty or: ;




! ;9;:‘?#"1’6‘*'}1!‘&15 extent, and under what gener:
been any general tendency on the part of

‘Teject measures of relief offered to them ?

Thm'a was no reluctance whatever observed by me in Bengsb# ‘
t is very different. I would refer to the recorded exp
) t;‘m Ducat, (b) Major Stewart, (o) Captain Twyfor

Question :
portion of the population to leave their villages and
works oihgznoor-houses, what has been the probable cause

i

1 atiribute this in Jubbulpore to the ‘stli{ms’ of the poorer people in

 villages, who had been brought but very little into contact with r
their own and the immediately surrounding villages, and to their jungle i

ling them to prefer trying to subsist on the spontaneous produce of
ests. The ag‘uthy evinced on the rice fields of Balagha Cht rarh is

“markable. They seemed indeed to lack the spirit to try what they could
unaccustomed work. They seemed to ask themselves, like s rs,
should we toil ?”” and went off to scek for berries, leaves |

- Question—Can it be traced to improper arrar
eception of applicants for relief, or for admitting 1
ment on works, to an insufficient allowance of food,
)y such causes ! . g

s o e aobich Yot
f, and not a few who were bro ito it thr i
~and strength almost unim irdaldl.'g save from cholera and

y oumiymited o previnagiy eagendored, -1 ;

- Question.-~Can an other causes be named
uced to the disinclination vo seek relief, sach as
habitual want of confidence in ofﬁemfs. &c. ?




tions nI lhdll hardly be expect
Q‘"‘ mfor ohumng{hat in Ben,
eached me openly, and so became known to the
wought would have been far better oommumoated in a less :
oher. For instance, where a maximunt limit of relief
was 4 few hours afterwards liable to be accosted anc
beggar that (tovernment had ordered such and such reli
tdlmu that he stood on hie rights, and if they were
in a vmtten oomplnmt and otherwise nge trouble to

on.—Mentmn if any 1rregula.ntxes or fr&uds
a.pphca.tmn of money, or were supposed to have
how and to what extent ? - .
?mmoes I believe no serious cases which were hlked o
yur t. In Bengal there'was much talk. 1 did my best,
 every case where I possibly could, but I thmk m‘every case’
t success.

- in B:hspur in the years 1873-74. At that time there was nob :
o of the preceding famine ; it was seldom spoken of, unless ques-
it 1 hwe very reoently been in the Murwara tabsil, and
be nmoh better off than it was before the famme. ‘

Whm viliafh ‘were deserted, have they been permw
e populamon returned to them ¢ ’

\ﬁt,popnlthon has ly returned to them. No vills
depopulated, except if®Raipur, where the habits of the
o A left the distressed tracts in large nu
of the landlords to support them, and fourteen vills
recommended to be absorbed into the Governs
h 40 or 50 ryots are reduced to 2 or 8. 1
mdwﬂltnkeyem,porhaps will never, be able to
‘reduction in the number of culhvm and re-
The poverty of the landlords will be
to their being able to replenish thm :
 up to their former state 5:0-

Wabwe were brought




. l)oputy Gommmonef of Saugor was of 3
: itothenegbot ofthe'!‘ahaildartonrgb“th&
for the purchase of seed grain.
T Murwarra I attribute it to the loss of cultivators
pidemics, perhaps also dtreotly to deaths from

i e to the great mortality among the cattle
' unmly met by Government help. T am i
been - not to have looked mﬂy for secu
to me that a loan of seed gmn' moci y

pm«dﬂnm over 16 auah Aaghs’
.'Mvﬂhcehad bgtterheea&trmﬁadte‘ )
have been due to the want of seed




lage cus
) tbe ftmrtnenﬁh ﬁho vﬂhgo.

sllthoqe worklufm

prhnud the othor,h‘hm
lumnlfhd mun up tho vﬂl&ge o?hlds .nd m

le !mon tolatmg tueugml
vbwogu“ld not. becxpo'dintjo
‘hm up,ptnbwkand
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ossession of land, even of a few ;olel, are keenly contested. The improve-
from the time of the American war. The cotton of this district was sold at high
!  followed by the opening of the Railway, For the last two years oq:u :
for agricultural produce and l.n%e exports by Railway have done much towa
off of old debts. Some landholders and cultivators through individual rec
“course, on the high road to ruin, and still more have money debts bearing
t on the whole the condition of the agricultural classes is much better M

that a ln%: amount of gold has been absorbed in the District by villagers
‘past two years. Many particularly wealthy men could be named whose riches are
vely recent date. e late Honorary Magistrate * * # is known to
bted ; but it is said that he allowed ‘gis debt to stand to make people not
 he had hoarded about a half a lac of rupees worth of gold. The late malgnzar-—
the brink of ruin ten years ago. Although he died in debt to the extent of a few
pees in consequence of his lavish charity, {et he left grain enough to cover most 4
in a single payment. Rich oultivators, some of them belonging to the lowest caste, are
 with ; but these are individual cases. As a class cultivators have advanced, becanse
have been good and rates exceptionally high. If the worst were to happen for two
years, the majority of cultivators would be again in diﬁicnlti. They will, have to.
ey at high interest. The question arises bow is it that they cannot stand two *

ept our urban population, we had but village communities, and that the insti- r;‘g
‘ot wall defined, le i

18 n the actual caltivator had limited duties and responsibilities. They tilled

but the village headman supplied cattle, seed grain, labour for wedding, food grains,

lingers on, is a fact that can be discerned in every village. .

for m . He made such improvements as he thought best on the vil :
The actual cultivator never rose beyond the position of a lunded serf. Recently the
_cultivators have obtained proprietary or occupancy vights, but at the same time they
Tlost their old claim on the feudal superior, hence wherever the recipients were capable
, , means and pluck to carry on their agricultural affairs without the aid of others
have thriven remarkably well, But such was not the condition of the majority of the
of the boon. They had no capital, education or pluck, and from time immemorial
abif | to dp?endenoe on their landlord for every thing, When they were made
st independent of the landlord for agricultural purposes, the good feeling between the
grew colder and often feelings of jealousy arose. A few years before occupancy rights
given by Government, a foreign money-lender—the Marwari—had appeared on the
. the needy cultivators flew to him for money and grain advances and an indige:
‘of local usurers of the Marwari type also sprang up. It is needless to detail the
 of such a state of things. The worst feature in their operations—which brought
ﬁ::rule- ruin to the cultivators,—was the system of selling the coming crops at certain
ed at random, not for cash but on account of old debts. As a rule, the ecultivators
were unable to execute their ments, or were not punctual in delivery, and had to pay
i , often under decrees of Court, at rates often involving the return of several fold what
eived. They have since to a great extent recovered ; but the causes of their recovery
] One or two bad seasons would see many reduced nearly to their former
‘are not yet fitted by education, by the possession of capital, and by pluck to
he cultivator has still ingrained in his nature habitual de denge on otherg
and other help. He is still credulous and superstitious, and even now tannot
the necessity of improved modes of cultivation, He still uses the refuse of his
or fuel instead of utilizing it as wanure. And in our Law Courts, in comparis
oditor, be is helpless. If his Malguzar be rich and well disposed towards him, he
L have a chance of tiding over two bad years; but if his Malguzar be involved like
e non-resident, or has no sympathies with his ryots, then he cannot help going to
og can be out where the cultivators are prosperous, not gp much because
ve been good and prices high, but because the Malguzar is If well-to-do,
ver the interests of his ryots in every -On the other hand, villages close
n now be shown, where the Malguzars clves being in difficulties, mone
¢ obtained a strong hold on the ryots, or where the Malguzars and ryots not bei
 the ryots have to surmount all sorts of vexations. But to provide the idﬁ,
r every village is dmo:t’ ﬁmﬂoﬁn&. therefore the ryots must learn habits o

m& the land rev




8 PmuofShoes

Weedimg o clusive of f
‘eeding expenses exclusive o the labonv o
his famil ;po

Rent

Total ﬂ

; !l‘his cultivator is the head of a prosperous family. He has two by as
4 Wﬁ?e sold the following ptodm wbmh is mcludod muth. m of
~ shown above :— : ;
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, money-lender. If he had
to pay off

) his debt in good
are the devices of the money-lender which hardly allow
Extra-Assistant Commissioner in Narsinghpur, has served in that
s, and at Nagpur and Wardha under 10 years, Bt e
b the agricultural classes ostuinghmrm deficient in economy,—the
lly—but the cultivators of fairly large holdings, not burdened with large
gro?mus Their style of living is not costly. Their food is of an
d their clothing not valuable. All the members of the family do not work:
A cultivator of some standing would expect to keep a servant though
¢ of his family fit to do the work themselves. The origin of most of
 costlines of their childrens’ marriages or of their pilgrimages and -
unremunerative expenses. The debts of land-holders are increased by their main-
sless rotainers. Land-holders are thoughtless, and are ambitious of keeping up Inga
es. They will build at heavy expense though not in a position to afford the
he cultivating classes bave not learnt to adapt themselves to the chang-
8 of these times, and they do not care to proportion their expenses to their *
folly of employing Mukhtiars and agents has prévailed to such an extent that
yator of some standing keeps his Mukhtiar. These men are unscrupulous and
, and apparently help to get their masters into debt or to keep them from
cultivator who once gets into debt find great difficulty in getting out of it.
borrowed it has to be repaid with 25 per cent, in addition some 6 or 7
Failure to deliver on the stipulated date carries with it a penalty of say from
ut., and the cultivator notwithstanding all his exertions 5&; deeper and
] ralso frequently borrow and give agreements to sell their produce
at very low rates, and in case of failure they are bound to pay the price at
rates. A case was noticed a few days ago in which '@ Malguzar had received
s previously—and had exceuted a deed for 51 manis. enquiry into the
s of the Mal of this district showed that out of 950 men, 634 were in dobt;
6 per cent. debts oqual to one year’s japa, 24 per cent. of more than one

g;;: five mﬁ jama, 70 per cent. of more than five years’ jama, The highest
was 30 times

the jama of the village. As regards cultivators the percen-
s 18 estimated at from 25 to 30 per cent. and their debts do not run so high,

' rent in a very few cases. " ,
g are some typical cases in the Narsinghpur District :— ‘

- CASE No. 1. : CASE No. 1I. ; B

Answere, Answers.

Area 216 bighas and 10 bis| 19 acres with occupancy rights,
was, but of this nearly half “l ¥
~ [rented out to others for Rs, 108 :
ﬂy’ﬁl‘d on occupancy tenure. y

‘ Nine members of the family, | Seven members of the family,
) including two children, ;

id valuel 100 manis of wheat and other] Wheat and gram 20 manis
ml::]gnm, valued in all at Rs, 800. |valued Re, 150. A

o:g:n..ud linseed, valued utL Linseed, &c., Rs. 25,

Rs, 229, i n-.somb;';‘é’:




~ Anoual mplm is ut:mmd atf
mplhl d inoome,&. 300, nan
after .llo&m; for :

tu:u dxmcnltto wn'Any“'
precisely ; but whttbe culti-jment of
tor does is to eave the surplus|

4 lem;,'oconvm into ornaments, spend

es and the like, Grain|

not qdluf but is raserved some-|
_ |times to meet conti
xm-...mv. «dabu 1‘?“ No debt barrow




Rs. 250,
Sixplongh bullocks, one mare| Six bullocks and Mnty-ﬁve
d ten other head of cattle. thqr head of cattle including
; buffaloes, cows and calves, &e.
Tt is very difficult to Gold and silver ornaments,
ota ,o!pmr , the cultive brass and copper uten-
an ‘ the aggregate value ola;

Surplus ntovedto meet unex-
charges and expemuof

isjmarriages, &c.

No debt bomowod for my
years past.

Has bis seed grain and doss’
not borrow ; sometimes advances




Oneﬂld
arge, all are tiled ; ; three of thesc/with verandah
e used as humm dwellmga

hese are very ones\which

200 mnu of grain in store,

Surplus income is estimated a

rp! Rs. 1,000, this includes income,for
_ after dlomng for|from grain and money dealingsihire and
‘expenses of living, that t cnltin.tormneson.  sons work as |
tt of cultivation, ]




|7 Avea 57 scren 3
pancy hnure.
' Seventeen members.
75 manis of wheat,

: . Juzar amounts
b0 - ‘ Valued Rs. 250.
ans No grain is purchased, other| No food grain is pu

ag-articlos valued Rs. 15, but other necessaries worth

Three bullocks, and no other| Eight bullocks and 12
oud of cattle, Ihead uf ontela. s /1
| Bu.thoiidinhrymi:iﬁg uten-

il amioloﬂnl, valued Rs. 50,




OASENo.Ix.
Answers.

Aru 29 acres, with occupancy
[rights.

Nino members, including 3
children.
I.--Amnt and va- 60 manis of wheat, gram, pad-|

“lue of food grain/dy, &c., valued Rs. 550.
rulld in an aver-

id in| No permanent servant; mm
ind fority of seed grain repaid with q‘
wai together with that pﬁd guinpud'
labourers employed in re
|{the harvest amount to 20 man
Am ml:.dgf; norohued fi t‘ood &ngmn is
X.-q onnn nt un-| No grain pu or 0 |
« P;ﬁahu. ut other articles purchnnd oﬂ: J
v mgmu.
XI—Description of] - .
© house and out-with a tiled cowshed -
- et ~ [it; the house. having lour eofM
ts. Value Rs. 75. ivided into




Surphu laid t@ meet u un- Surplns applied tomdqé j_ :
foreseen charmby ‘ ment of debul.’

‘bﬂon Rl. 200 borrowed two years ok
ted 7 If so0,jugo for the marriage of children ;|Rs. 1,200, The amount \hi}
4 ut,"ln the cultivator bas not paid evenborrowed three euo

‘originat-|interest, and-the debt comes uplmarriages and: bu :‘:m
ymenhlmceeoaa.m hasbeenabletopay oﬂ mm
d how the| alone.

has been| Seed grain is borrowed at
on whatisewai rate of interest. It isjrate of um_mnt being uwd ¢

87 and is the|repaid at the harvest time.
o 7ua qlwsy
i G

‘mm has beeu also given xfor the Werdhs didbrict B m- Tavds. e
in these Provinces as an Assistant Commissioner since 1873, in the anb\rl-
g ud Wardha districts.
e has only sent up the details for three cultivators although he had com
‘manifest untruthfulness of their details and their variance from
%th a8 tp area under crop and as to outturn, were so great that Mr. »Mﬁi
em: —
aeenomic condition of the portion of the agricultural population dindﬂy
in cultivation and possessing proprietary or occupancy interest in land, is,
‘ﬁ,mble of being briefly stated as under. They are fairly well hous
nd fed, but their standard of comfort is low, and there is no broad W, i
: suishing tfeir economic status from that of peasants having no
o soil. It would hardly be possi

¥ the greaut number = of bran pots
 contains.  Extra furnishings thero are none, and the
y ornaments and fine raiment are deposited, is ag mm
s which contains the little all of the daily hboum It is i
flook r the evidences of superior means, Comfort does
in Europe by almost insensible ations ; there
‘a better class of household u to the
gold and the indulgence in expensive cl
hat seems extravagance is most commonly
muohud cases on tradition where an"




: . 4 tion
bits store of holiday raiment and some fixed capital in the |
“clean but naked house shows no gigns of the cowforts which |
~ Outside, all is filth and disorder; he performs his ablutions o
~__ yard as he surveys the refuse which he accumulates as man
High cultivation is not practised in these parts, and the holdin
~ant is not to be distinguished from that of the tenant-at-wil
- The malik makbuza though attached to his land, does ni
%o 'nftﬁ ‘economy m:rfe ose Etie;tioﬁ : tﬁ 'tge Vo;pnbilijl
 the French peasant proprietor displays. He does his plos
~in the usual !nghiopfbut no exmptri{num shows the gud'
and there an occupancy tenant is found, who has so far pmﬂ%adhy
have a litle store of rupees laid by; which he lends out at interest
s 8. Ordinarily, however, there is little difference between t
~interest in his holding and the tenant-at-will in the matter of co
The state of indebtedness seems to he common to all classes of ryots.
tration returns show that documents affecting malik makbuza mnr"
- siderable item in thetotal of instruments relating to land, and b '
* knowledge and from enquiries made of many respectable Malguz
that the pro&r)ietorshig of a holding by no means carries with it an in:
the need to borrow. In one or two instances I have traced
the need to the effects of an ill-judged pride on the part of the _
which led him to look upon personal toil as dishonorable, and to &it at
hired servants looked after his land to the loss of half his profits ;
the number of relatives, in addition to his family, which the mar of
support so considerably, straitens those means that the holder of t
work as hard as his own ploughman, and to compel his famil :
The common cause of indebtedness is a well-known one, the practice
ful expenditure on marriages and domestic occasions of like importance. In
ing this custom, the well-to-do are not more fortunate than the poor equires
that the prodigality displayed shall be proportionate to the incom
As at Irish wakes, the credit of the family depends upon a due ¢
-proportion. The more daughters there are the more the need of
may be said, I think, that this eustom bas done more than' anvthir
arize the people of India with the idea of debt as an inevitable an (
A experience for every household. i
- What is the common misfortune of all classes carries with it no dishonour, The
~ against borrowing which is so strong in the West, has here, therefore, no e:
and from contracting a loan upon special occasions the transition is easy to
~ tice of borrowing whenever the smallest nsed of mouney is felt. There
~ of either the oceupaney or the non-oceupancy class who do not every ye
- advance from the mahajun before their sowings begin, which they repay
ont of the produce of their tillage. They-do not seem to consider the 1
ship, butrather feel that they have made friends with “the mammon of
~ness”, who will stand by them in the time of need by letting his advances
‘ont demand. In fact, I know of a native gentleman of means
~ friends to run into debt for that very reason,
When indebteduess is no disgrace, facility of borrowing money makes
- It is for this reason that owners of their holdings are not less incum
~ ants-at-will, despite their advantages. The recent changes in th
- sale of land will check the readiness of usurers to advance money
2 ficulties in the way of realizing debts may make interest l':zhat
~ of money baulks the tendency to borrow and makes thrift take
- kar, the vesult will be on the side of good. ' '
- I have endeavoured to form some opinion of the
~ debt in this district, by consulting trustworthy
amination of Sowkars' hooks sufficient for this purpes
" in the time allowed. Aqopg;&muuﬁon d, were the
Mohgaum, Kaserkera, Salor, and th _X_Wacylof

‘means of obtaining it
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from Rs. 30 ::20 wﬁ&?ﬁ
sard to range ﬂvon ;
o h[ln at tbout ono-thﬁ'&‘

noupd down wm
nnd ebookod as faras possible, by
village concerned, For sll t.hat
are to some extent understated
; pbwn of e economic condition of the ryot, reference was
; '@ what in some countries (such as Flanders) is an important supp!
o which a peasant proprietor derives from tillage, I mean
An occupaucy tenant very often
hﬂ& .ﬂu grazing they get and the artifici
is not always sufficient,
. Th ”pply his household wants.
) Be ty of the Ganlis, who livein the lully country whe
vator rarely leaves part of his holdi
~ would not yh‘im to do so. The cattle are fed in herds on t
~ ground of the village waste land, which is gradually takon up by the

"‘.flmm of Malik Makbuza tanaut No I

two cows and tw
food they obtain out of the
‘they do not yield a large return to their own.

And httla more trading

plough

tlm!'q

in ghee and butter
re forage is abundant,
ing in grass for the sake of his cattle, as it

he common pnlt.urol

 Rent paid.
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&

Kind of house, &e.

Rs. 20.
Re, 8.
oil Rs, 15
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ee Rs,
miseella-

8.:1 Two roomed.
4.0

O.

Stock of grain.
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ving a great variety of soils, and differences

“at by Mr. Tmrie and the malguzars whom'he has consulte
rs of the district are believed to be in debt, between 20
s0. But it must not be supposed that those who are burdenad with
‘their annual income, are therefore in a wretched state. No dTh of debt
¢ more cheaply than the run of his fellows. His habits remair

e spent tle in luxuries at any time ; his house and fields remain as nea
as the task of their owner in better times. His expeuditure at marriages
. be curtailed, and if nothing can help him, at last his fields must be taken

‘have been little or no decrease since the settlement in the number and
ings of the privileged classesof cultivators. There are some vil where
a decrease of such boldings to the extent of 30 per cent, but in others there
q increase. In one of the five specimen villages taken by Mr. Imrie,
is

uired occupancy rights. If the land thus remains in his hands, the
t his debts do not weigh very heavily on him. He may never be able

them, but if they do not rapidly increase at compound interest, they simply keep
n useless expenditure and stimulate him to work to keep his ancestral fields, and it
esumed that the creditor takes care that justice is done to the land, _
‘debts, stationary in amount, and always just too high to be paid off, or brought
der, would be for the benefit of both the land and eunltivator, were it not for the custom
) requires an absurd outlay on marriages. As things go, this nominal indebtedness must
he normal state of the enltivator.  Excluding years of unusual demand for other parts
or of local famine, (and even in such years it is the trader and the money or grain
ho have profited) excluding such rare seasons, the profits of agriculture cannct be
The cultivator’s gains are slow and uncertain, and when he has gathered in some mo-
cannot turn it to good use, “ It is generally a dead weight to him till be spends it in
s or in building temples.” Few of them lend their savings, The honest bardworking '
r who bas made his land pay, does not know how to invest his savings, When i
purchased, he buys it. In this district much land, the petty holdings ofs malik mak-
| others, is increasingly bought by cultivators, rather than by traders and money len~
- The desiderata, in the interest of cultivators and under present conditions of faeling,
sale 'in;lpl:l.;l&l’mldingl, every thing less than a village, and knowledge of modes of

in land, i
he be in debt or not, the economic condition of the tenant remains pretty near-
. Be has a house of mud walls with_a tiled roof. 1t costs from 15 to 20 rupees
ld, and needs petty repuirs each year as the rains set in, His household may consist of
‘three women, and say a coaple of children, unable to do any paying work, ~ These do
' i0ld work. At certain seasons hired labour must be employed. This is during
owiug"md weeding times and at harvest, and the time for cutting grass. The
kans " grass must be carefully checked. ‘
‘ at these times earn enough’to feed their families. Perbaps a third, some-
f, of theso come from Bundelkand and the hilly parts of Sangor, the rest are vil
' molﬂ{ paid in kind, and what is given 18 not eount:g in reckoning the
eas t is from what is shown on his threshing floor that the produce per
z,‘ mzﬂdalmd the harvest returns by the cultivator. It is still more diffi-
h her

‘expenses. Little rice or sugar is produced. These he must pur-
5 rupees, and salt for his fa‘milg. and c‘:nh costs about 5 rupees a yl::;
: mmdyhel is nav:lr ’3 hea;y item. e fn‘
ily likely come provided with a many years' store ing on
these may have boepn".ogot through or succumbed to white ants, For
, it is the custom where cotton is grown to have, at a small charg
 the village, if not in the house. Then there are little cor
, to the patwarri and the kotwal, to the baid and the midwife, the
ler, the fisherman and the scavenger, the idiot and hunchback, and the
whom the cessation of the rains has let loose from the city. 'Then too there
Rangir or Garhakota, and the annual pilgrimage to the Nerbudda,* if the
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'D.somo6or 7 years ago horrowed Rs. 40 for marriage ex sas.
n' Rs. 150 bearing i :gtetut at 24 per cent, M
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Jewels Rs, 200,

Has about 17 acre
of land inanother
village yielding
net profit of 30
Khandis.

ewels Rs. 500.
Two anna proprie-
tary share in a/
village,
about Rs. 25
'wo anna proprie
tary share i
another village,

g;oﬂta being

| m.aoo

profits|

|wards paymen

Lendson inter-
: est._

Spends in pay-
ing interest,

Pays to his
creditors to-
wards inter-
est.

In ornaments
and in secur-
ing addition-
al landed pro-
perty.

In gooud
may taveabout
Rs. 200; but
this goes to-

of interest on
borrowed capi-
tal.

Rs. 20. | Due to
ear’s bad

¥ rops.

Rs, 200.| Loss of cattle
and bad crops.

Debt once in-
curred cannot
be overtuken.

Rs. 250.

Rs. 150. ses

Rs. 2,100.

Rs. 1,800 cost
f two an
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: q;u;ﬂoyod all the y
i ®7 : ;
2. Mhmn (occasion-
~ally employed by the day
- for some special work.)
' 8. Sowing 4.e., feeding
r' the drill.
‘ 4. Weeding—
(a) Men.
(b) Women.

5. Stubbing (i e, clear-
g, ingground of roots, &c.)
. An Arui, »

6. Watching.
( ")
Reaping—
(a) for jowari.

(b) for wheat.

. 8 to Rs.3-8-0.

2} to 8] seers of jowari a
day, now equal to from 2 to
3 annas a day.

5 to 6 pices a day.

1} to 2 annas a day.
8 to 4 pices a day.

1 rupee for 20 cubits of]
land stubbed in Arvi. This

* lwork is done elsewhere with

the plough.

60 seers a month for two
months, or 2 seers a day.
When on daily rates 3] seers
a day. i ’

3] to 5} seers of jowari a)
day==2} to 4 annas a day.

One out of every 20 “ pen-|
dies” or big sheaves of wheat
cut, ¢.¢.57 of the amount cut,

by the reaper. A manis ge

o
F;-lly able to cut 20 pendies|
a

Y (@) for tilli. ‘Daily labour rate.
8. Winnowing. 8% seers a day.
©9. . Cutting hay. From 10 or 12 annas to 1
: rupee the 1,000 pullas.*
tﬁ. Picking cotton, 1-12th or 1-10th of the
; lguantity picked; genorally|
, mounts to 1§ to 2 annas
Ry worth of cotton a day.
& . 11. Picking gram. 1 pendy out of every 20
i ' icked. 1 man can pick in a
< AP k ay 40 or 50 pendies. The

Rl

4

12, Gathering Alsi.
{18, Herdsman

ipendy holds 2} to 3} seers.

Pendy rate about 3} seers
day can be thus earned.

6! seers a month if a re-
“servant ; occasionally
men get 4 pices or
mﬂgx per hE:d of cattle
per mensem in the district ;
t head quarters much more.

¢ |is made da.il{

| 60 to 70 seers of-jowuri] He ill'b;«bftﬂxi ts a pair of
riper mensem, now worth, from

shoes and a kamal or blanket as

erquisites. When not ploughin
E: 1s employed" in’ rakhwals an
other jobs.

¥

Usually work for women,

The rate varies according to the
supply of labour., The payment
for such as are very
needy ; for those who can afford to
wait it is made weekly. The de-
mand for pice at the beginning of
the wee£ng season sometimes

uses the coin to sell at a premium
of a pice or more in the rupee
with the local money-changers.

Usuall

y the ploughman is em-
ployed. :

.

Work generally done by the cul-
tivator and his regular servants.
34 to 5 seers of jowari is thus
the average daily wage that is
id in kind, Most hired field
aborers are thus paid, weeding
alone demanding the use of coin,
as the work does not itself brin
in anything immediately usefu
As the food of a man in full work
is only a 1} seer, there is a possi-,
bility of laying by two or three
days’ food for every day of work.
If the harvesting periods (at both
seasons) do not extend beyond
three months, a man could evér
thus subsist himself in the glack
time. But he has generally child-
ren to maintain, and there are
other needs to supply, so that het
probably gets into debt, if any one
rash enough to lend to him. The
that weeding is paid weekly
hows that the weeders have some-
' ﬁn:n hand to help them going

1

4 R
=" t{ 5

" #Tho pulls of Wardha is sbout equal to 3 of the ordinaty pullas of the Nagpur distriot.
bﬁ #But there is uo0 necessity for his idliag durig the rest of the yedr

-
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For Narsin , Mr. Bhargo Rao supplies the following notes :— g

* Pcrmaneﬂ‘w-:wanu engrg:;ed all g: year round are employed in plonghing, sowing,
cutting the crops, watching the fielde, and doing all the business which a cultivator: would
himself if he had no servant. : o

ts employed to wateh the fields are often employed for six months, or for two or
three months at the lowest at a time, as*their services may be required. VL

Additional labourers employed for cutting the harvest are paid at daily or contract rates.

Additional labourers are also employed in ploughing and sowing. These are not employed
for longer periods than a month at the most. : e ; :

For permanent servants the wages iu this district are either paid in grain or in mouey.
Ordinarily the wage is equal to Rs. 2 a month; sometimes the rate varies from 2 to
3 rupees, but these rates are for ordinary years. This year they have risen to rupees 4
per month, as grain now sells at greatly enhanced rates. When wages are paid in kind the
usual rate is 16 maunds of wheat and gram in equal proportion for the year.* In addition
to this a permanent servant gets a pair of shoes, one blanket, and at the time of sowing and
reaping a small quantity of grain; not mote than a rupee’s worth altogether is given to him.

‘Watching o? the fields is often given on contract; two or three neighbouring cultivators
join togethér and engage a servant on a salary of Rs. 2 to Rs, 3 per month. When payment is
made in kind a labourer gets on an average one seer and a half per day. If they are employed
for six months the wages are eight maunds of wheat and gram, besides a blanket and a pair
of shoes, and a small quantity of grain at the time of harvest,

Servants employed in ploughing and sowing get from three to four rupees per month, or
at a daily rate of one anna and a half to two annas. Persons employed at the time of cut.tin{
are paid the daily rate above mentioned, or they are paid according to the quantity of wor
done, i. e. one bundle for every twenty cut by them, Cutting is also given on contract, and
this plan is generally preferred.

The labourers, as I have said above, are paid in cash and also in kind. The payment one ™

way or the other is fixed with the consent of the contracting parties.

The labourer generally gets enough to live on, but he is seldom without a family of children
and his earnings are not enough for the family ; but his wife and child if grown up assist him
and they earn a part of their hving, Men who are not employed all the year round by one
master need not be idle for the rest of the year, as soon as the ploughing and sowing opera~
tions are over, weeding follows ; preparations are made for cutting the autumn harvest ; then
follows watching and cutting of the rabi crops. When cultivators are at leisure, if they
have the means they employ labourers in embanking their fields. 1t is.only in cases where a
labourer has a family and small children that he is obliged to borrow, and in such a case his
condition is very hard.”

For Saugor, Mr. Imrie gives the following note :—

“Hired field laborers are paid according as their labour is given in the weeding, the grass-
cutting, and the harvest season. Ploughing and sowing are done by the members of the

family or by house servants, the latter receiving Rs. 2-8-0 or Rs. 3 a month; or in spme -,

cases 2§ seers grain a day.

The ploughing and sowing are soon over after the first burst of the raing, The weeding
season extends over four months, but only two months’ full labour is expended. At that dime
the hired labourer is paid in kind except in some villages near Saugor or one of the larger
towns. There the market prieo of lagour, say 6 pice a day, is given, but all my informants
state that even near Saugor it is rare to pay wages for weeding, save in kind. The amount
given varies from(1} to 1§ seers) 25 measures of kodo and kutki being held equivalent to 1%
wheat. Apparently 1§ seers is the general rate, except at a distance from Saugor, where 1}
seer is more commonly given.

Then for cutting grass. This is almost everywhere paid for in money at 1 per 4,000 -

pulas and at 5,000 when the money is advanced, or in distant tracts 5000 pulas. Ju one of
the villages payment is made in kind at 2} seers a 1,000, Grass is cut in December
and the months before and after.

Then at the wheat harvest payment is rarely made in money. Payment is almost always L

in kind, by the armful of crop cut. The usual rate is one pur (armful) for the working day,
1. e, from 11 o'clock till evening : or 2 purs from morning till evening. The sheaf-binders
get double of this, as their labour requires more skill. Ploughs are driven by members of the
amily or house servants. In a good harvest year almost double is given, and some Malguzars
say they sometimes give tréeble. From onme pur 1§ seers generally is threshed out; but
sometimes 3§ seers of grain.

For the cotton picking the rates are those for weeding ; and for the jowari and rice har-
vests as for the rabi. :

House servants get a blanket as the rains set in, and one or two pairs of shoes in the y.

The average hired labourer of the average village finds work in the village for almost
whole year, only between the harvests, when, however, he may be guarding the crop ; and
the hot season, 1s his labour dispensed with. And taking the number of labourers’ houg
in a village as generally equal to that of cultivators, I think a labourer with a small ly
dependent on him is quite able to subsist on his gains in those intervals, In harvest timef he

% This amounts to 8 1-bth kandies of wheat and gram and compares favourably with the 4 kandies of jgowar
earned by the ploughman in the Nagpur district. )

+1 ne this can only be.vgmﬂm Bundelkhand labourers are fewer tban usual, and when the

appers t0 be threatening. .
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abtains a8 much grain a day as will last him three, and at other times not much loss. Of
course if he has a large fa.m{ly solely ndent on his labour, or’ any unusual expenses like

| & marriage, he must incur debt. And I am told bg all I bave asked on the gulH'eot that not
\ {f apo; cent of the labouring population are out of debt, while very few are in debt over 10.
| This explains itself. The labourer bas no landed interests in the village, neither profits to

. thil for nor security to give. 4

 But though in debt I do not imagine that, receiving wages as he does in kind, the cul-
“  tivator ever curtails his allotment ; and while there is work for him, and the grain he gets
can feed bis family and more, the labourer is safe. : ;

The problem is, however, complicated by the fact that at harvest time only half the
labourers employed belong to the village, and of the other half perhaps half do not belong to
the district. My information allows me to state generally that in March numbers
amounting to one-fourth of the labourers actually employed come from the surroanding dis-
tricts, particularly Tehri, where it is said the insecurity of tenures permits of little outlay on
the fields. And as many labourers as come from foreign territory do not belong to the village
of which the crops are being reaped though they belong to other parts of the Saugor district,
these therefore &are in the harvests of at least two vil%uges.

I am of opinion on the whole that in-ordinary yedrs the labourer is able to, subsist with
fair ease on his payments in the harvest and other seasons. As to those who come from other
districts, I know nothing ; but I am told that they take back enmough grain with them for
their own wants. ;

Many labourers are of course compelled to borrow. 1f 90 per cent be in debt then I
presume Y0 per cent have to borrow. But this indebtedness is what they cannot help, and is
rarely very deep. It is a condition they tend to ; it simply means that they have nothing to

nd in luxuries, and that does them little harm. Where there is work, there they have sub-
sistence, which enable them to weather the year with fair ease. If they have children tosup-
v port and many, the evil cures itself as these grow up.”

Mr. Wasadeo Bullal Kher gives the following answers for the Seoni district :—

“Hired field labourers are of the following descriptions :—

The Barasiya,—employed by the year. He is required to do any work which the em-
ployer may point out to ﬁim in respect of cultivation. The whole of his time and skill are
at tl:'e disposal of the employer. The annual wage varies from 6 to 3 khandis or 2 to 1 seer
per day.

The Pakhiar,—enployed by the fortnight, must work in the same way as the Barasiya,
and may be retained or discharged as each fortnight is completed. The wage is 4 kurus for
two weeks, or 2 seers per day.

_ Harwaha,—plonghman—is employed for the whole year. But he will only drive the
gough, bring in grass for thatching the house, and will fence and hedge the Bari, &c.

e will not do any thing else. He* receives 1-5th share of the profits in grain crops, 1-32nd
of gur, half the share of cotton and this way the individual plough men get different shares
in different kinds of crop.

Bardia,—Cowherd— grazer of cattle, exclusive of plough bullocks. He takest 4 kurus

. percow=28 seers, 8 kuros per buffalo=>56 seers,
»  Charwaha—grazer of plough bullocks—takes 1} khandis per annum. This man must
- graze the bullocks without taking them at a distance from the fields to be ploughed, He
must take charge of the bullocks as they are disengaged from the yoke in rotation and bring
fresh pairs to the yoke. Generally a boy does this work.

. he Banihars,—the day labourer, employed occasionally, on work which the standing
servants or home labourers could not accomplish, as for instance in cutting the crops, gleaning,
weeding, transplanting rice crops, &c. The daily wage is not less than 2 seers, whether for
man or woman.

All these labourers receive their wages in kind. The rate does not vary with the market
prices of the grain.

The permanent servant adds to his own wages those of his wife and such of the children
ag can do field work, so that unless the unproductive members of his family are not too many,
or unless he is kept at home by sickness for some time, he ought, and, I believe, does subsist
with fair ease on his and his wife’s earnings. Any disturbance of these conditions tends to

{..|  drive him to borrow, and the debt may grow faster than he can manage to pay off. Instance

* ' are by no means rare of a cultivator’s servants being compelled to steal the grain of his em-
ployer, because having already spent his advances of grain, the master will not advance any
more.

The day labourers generally remain pretty well occupied for about 5 months of the year.

24 months in cutting and gathering the crops of both seasons.
4 month in gleaning.
2 months in weeding, transplanting, &ec.

5 months.

b And as the dailgewage of these is 2 seers=to the average requirements in food grains of
| 3 to 4 souls, it may be assumed that the savings of the working season should suffico for the

\

ks %*No doubt this must be limited to the uce only of such land as the individual ploughinan has been
| employed, gr the 1-5th will be divided among all the plm{men of the same employer.
1 This can hardly be the rato in villages, probably only what is paid at the ull'tmtalt.ludl‘gitx-i;st-N






| APPENDIZ D,
. Mhoioa consumed as food by Hill tribes.

re 107, when writing on the consumption of mhowa and jungle produce, I observed
d to get further information on this subject. Several of the Deputy Commission-
L given me information and estimates of the quantity of cereals saved by the substitu-

- tion of such forest produce as food which I abstract below. '
In view of the partichlar interest which this subject' must possess, especially as the
_reboisement of parts of the Deccan will probably be brought under censideration, 1 bave
‘endeavoured to get réliable information from the Assistant Conservators of Forests in Nimar

‘Hoshangabad, and 1 still hope to further supplement my present information. ‘The
mhowa tree (Bassia latifolia) is apparently a native of the Sautpura and Vindhya ranges, and
~extends to the Kkond country towards Hazaribagh und the Cuttack Mahals to Oudh, the
. Panjab and Gujarat. Besides supplying a considerable quantity of food, even in years of
__ plenty, to our people, the spiriv distilled from its flower xields an annual revenue in the Cen-
ral Provinces of nearly ten lakhs of rupees, and some direct revenue is raised from it by the
. Forest Department. It is a haadsome tree growing to the height of 80 to 40 feet. It proba-
/. 'bly will begiu to bear when about 18 years old, and will continue to bear steadily for 60

ears. I believe it was a common practice with the Mahratas to cat down these trees in the
Bhil country, in order to keep down turbulance and struggles for independence among the
lawless hill people in the west, and I think in Campbell’s account of the suppression of Meh-
A r&iwmiﬂoes among the Khonds a similar practice is mentioned, This shows how greatly
. these hill tribes were dependent on its produce.
.o In Chanda the wood is much used for making pipes or conduits for letting water out
through the bunds of tanks. Mbowa oil is valuable. It is used for adulterating butter and
ghee. I understand that the Mofussil Company at Amraoti in Berar intended this year to
press the oil largely, intending to consolidate the extract under hydraulic pressure, and in the
shape of stearine to éxport it to Burope, :
he consamption.in the Balaghat district of mhowa has been estimated at 80,000 maunds

a year. In Bhandara it is supposed that 18,000 maunds are consumed between April aud
September by one-eighth of the population,

The Deputy Commissioner of ((hhindwara writes :—

“ In the Southern Pahsil mhowa is consumed in ordinary years by 6,000 persons in
Oke&;; and Bysakh, each person consuming one kuru per mensem, or a total consuraption of
; 3,000 maunds.

i “ In the Northern Tahsil it is Sonsumed from Cheyt to Srawan, and a total consumption
is estimated of 10,000 maunds.”
For my part, | think that none would be consumed in Cheyt or Bysakh, and that the
quantitics are vastly under-estimated,
The Deputy Commissioner of Saugor writes :—
S % About 90,000 maunds of mhowa are consumed by the poorer classes during the rains,
J “Tuly, August and September, when the food possessing heat producing substances, does
«__fove injurious to health, but is rather stimulating and beneficial. ‘The number thus con-
suming mhowa being estimated at 65,000 out of 527,725 souls is one-eighth of the popula-
2L tion, .
I In the north of the distriet, such as Baretta, Shahgarh, &g, the lower classes live mostly
' on mhowa and forest produce.
The following jungle products are largely cousumed by the people :—
Be

S spl

Vil r, Achar,
i e ¥ . Karonda, Makhora,
§l Teundu, Umar,

~ Baid to be about 42,000 maunds during the year.

; There is probably a saving of about 165,000 mannds of cereals consequent on the con-
~ sumption of mhowa and forest produce noted above.”

i In the Southern Tahsil of Jubbulpore it has been estimated that 33,000 people consume

mhowa between March and September, using 37,000 maunds; and that this replaces 75,000

h maunds of cereals. Other forest produce is consumed as fruit, not as a substitute for grain

' The consumers are mostly Gonds, Pardhans and Patharis.

) _In the Sehora Tahsil aboat, 20,000 people consume mhowa from July to October, using

. 33,000 maunds, Thus saving an equal quantily of cereals,

Bpe - In the Northern or Murwara tahsil about 27,000 Kols, Bharias, Gonds and Bassores in

- this season are supposed to consume 25,000 maunds of mhowa, and 20,000 maunds of other
fruits, thus saving 20,000 maunds of cereals,

{ . Major Temple for Nimar writes :—

G “The following classes, Bhils, Bhilalas, Kolis, Kurkus, Nahals, Gonds, Meenas, Balahis
| and Mbangs for four months of the year exist almost entirely on mhowa, even making cakes
- oat of it, and my enquiries further lead me to believe that not less than a quarter of the agri-
- cultural classes also for four mouths of the year exist on mbowa. Other minor jungle produce

e R‘Mﬁoﬂlnd consumed too, but, in comparison to mhowa, is insignificant. .




e
» ;.&glioultmf«omu, including servants, one-fourth of total

This figure multiplied by two gives us 106,000 maunds, and in calculating the amount
of saving ¢ h consumption of mhowa, I think, at least the above number of maunds
might well be deducted from the total quantity of cereals consumed.” SR

* For Seoni it is estimated that in ordinary time about 6,000 maunds of mhowa are anon-
ally consumed by the poor people in the district, chiefly during the months of Srawan and Bha- =
“don, and 18,000 by the cattle. : - loh

There are about 16,000 persons* who use it. In years of distress the number of con- .
sumers increases considerably, and the quantity of mhowa which in ordinary time is given
to cattle or used otherwise is largely substituted for human food. K

There are no other forest products in the district which can be vsed as an article of food.

Of course tendu, char, &c., are eaten by the people genegally wheu they are ripe, but these

can hardly be said to afford any substantial relief to the people in times of distress. Gonds _
and other classes accustomed to live in the jungles also dovour many kinds of roots andbulbs ~ |
which are not known to the mass of the population, ' G

6,000 maunds of cereals may be calculated to be the quantity saved in an ordinary ym\‘"
on account of mhowa being used as food. : oy

For Raipur the Deputy Commissioner writes :— : o

“The total population of the district as per last Census is 1,093,405, and of this number
about 40,000 people, as a rule, Gond, Binjwar, &c, &c., use mhowa for food, and the quantity
consumed by them may be estimated at 40,000 maunds yearly. During the months of June,
July, Auvgust, September and October, the mhowa is chiefly used, as at this season of the
year, the stores of grain run low, and it is necessary to eke them out as best they can. No
other minor jungle produce is largely consumed by the people as food, though of course
Chirongi, Ber, Tendu, &c., &c., supplement the ordinary food-supply of the people /in the
wilder parts of the district, when they are in season. 40,000 maunds of cereals may there-
fore be struck out from the total quantity calculated for the district on account of mhowa.”

Mr., Bartlett has given me the following account for Sironcha :—

“ Mhowa is consumed for 5 or 6 months in the year, that is from March to August, by .
about two-thirds of the population of this district. From this I infer that about 70,000
maunds of mhowa are consumed ordinarily by the inhabitants of this district every year.

. The fruits of tundki, ber, palmyra, &c., a root called ““samagadhi,” and other roots, the leaves
of many kinds of herbs, and plants, and certain grass seeds are consumed by two-thirds of
the people here. They are eaten in ordinary years from July till Octeber, - I should say that
supposing the average consumption of grain were put down at 5 maunds per person, were he
to exist on grain the whole way, about 8} maunds could be deddcted from two-thirds of the
‘population of this district by reason of the consumption of mhowa, and other jungle produce.”

Major Ricketts supplies the following estimates for Hoshangabad :— 2

i 'Iahe quantity of mhowa cqnsumed by the people throughout the district may be
estimated at 112,500 maunds. It is very difficult to give a correct estimate since no statis-
tics are available, It is merely an estimate calculated on the number of Gonds and other
classes who generally consume mhowa. i)

1t is used by the people for 9 months of the year, save October, November and Decem-
ber. In ordinary years it is used by about 50,000 people out of the total population,
449,000 souls, Mhowa is generally used by Gonds, Kurkus, and other low classes. Other =
minor products of the forests are not largely used for foud by the people, but some roots
(called kands), chironjis, and ether minor products are used with other food to a small extent.

About 225,000 maunds of cereals should be deducted as a saving on account of con-
sumption of mhowa,”

The Wardha account is as follows :— -

“ In this district in ordivary seasons mhowa and jungle products are not used as food
to the extent of becoming a substitute for cereals. Mhowa does not even enter largely into
the dietary of the Gonds of this district. In May and June it forms an ingredient in an
occasional meal, or is eaten parched like grawm, but it'does not in any important degree take
the place of cereals, \ ; ' iy

Ior one thing mhowa here commands about three-fourth the price of jowari, which is the
common food grain of this district. ;

Jungle fruits and products are taken more as a relish, or extra, than as & substitute for
a regular meal. 1t would be different in famine times, but the data for an estimate of the -
consumption under such circumstances are wanting, It would not 1 think be safe in the
case of this district to make any very large deduction on account of relief to be expected
from this source in the event of famine.”

Tawe
s

%16,000 persons will consume 6,000 maunds of mhowa in two months at } seer per day, It i
understood that the food of the poor people generally consists partly of mhowa and partly of grain,
alous is scldom used as food.

-

.
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I MMM,NWW of Narsinghpur, has carefully considered
~ this subject. He is of opinion that “it is chiefly consumed by the Gonds and other hill
‘tribes. The total number iginal or hill tribes in this district according to the last

| census returns, is 43,332. The mhowa is chiefly used as food during the rainy season. It

is not taken alone, but is mixed with the flour of some cereal, and after being well pounded
and then hoiled in a large quantity of water. The preparation is called “ Pench” and then

Ble - about a pound will suffice for a whole family for one day.

~ Besides mhowa the only delcri&tlilon of fo?a]t roduce whicrl;“is stored as food,dime x
. * chironji’ nut. The supply is generally plentiful, but it is generally eaten more as a delicacy
Mwn regular nrticlg ‘;fyfoog.?

&!"Dapuﬁy Commissioner of Nagpur, Mr. F. Venning, c. s, writes thus: - ‘

“The only information I can give on such short notice concerning the consumption of
mhowa is the following :—Mhowa forms a portion, perhaps one-third part, of the diet of the
Gonds and of certain low castes, such as Dhers and Dhimars during ¢ months of the year,
during the rains and cold seasons, or from July to January, What the numbers of the peo-
ple who habitually consume mhowa are, it is impossible to say. According to last census
there were close upon 100,000 Dhers in this district, but it is quite clear that they do not all
consume mhowa. Only those probably who inhabit the less thickly populated parts of the
district consume to the extent above indicated, <. ¢, to the extent of about one-sixth of their
total food-supply. To take the nnmbers of these castes and to assume that they all consume
mhowa to the above extent would be most fallacious. My informants have estimated the

roportion of the population who habitually consume mhowa variously at 1-16th and 1-82nd.
guc guesses are omiously of very little value, Supposing we adopted 1-20th we should get
about 33,000 people consuming about 1 maund annually. Probably the quantity annually
comsutned as human food is between 10,000 and 50,000 maunds,

There are no data at hand for making any closer estimate than this. No other jungle
products enter appreciably into the food-supply of the people.”

From the information now available and from enquiries I recently made in the Betul
district, I am led to beliove that all of our hill tribes without exception (save perhaps the
individual cases of a chieftain’s or patel’s household), consume the dried mhowa flower for five
or six months of the year, and probably one maund per head is thus consumed. These tribes
in the khalsa and zamindaris in January 1872 numbered 1,494,087 souls.

Lesides these, it is no doubt largely consumed by the following tribes or castes :—

Basor, numbering at the census i 54,000
Burad aot 43,000
Gowali 19,000
Mhang G 26,000
Dhers and Mbars 612,000
Chamars 0 & 298,000

Total e 1,052,000

No doubt there would be portions of other castes, such as Dhimars, but taking those
enumerated I think we might consider that 350,000 among them consume one maund each
during ordinary years,

Probably then we have 1,850,000 maunds or a little over 68,500 tons of the mhowa
flower consumed as food for human beings in ordinary years. In times of scarcity the con-
sumption would probably be more than doubled.

Major Lugard, (quoted at page 106), mentions the case of Gulab Singh of Darasi having
in this year, purchased 1,000 khandis to feed his tenants, and others have done the same.

The question arises, what amount of cereals is thus set free. Major Ricketts, Deputy
Commissioner of Hoshangabad, and some other officers consider that one measure of the

* mhowa flower thus used as food is an efficient substitute for two measures of cercals, This

also is my belief, though I am notable to prove it. But it is very evident that this
article is a very important element in the food-supply of our people in ordinary years, in
a time of scarcity it becomes of vital importance. I am glad that I shall be able to supple-
ment this note by a contribution promised by Mr. Fernandez, the Forest officer of Nimar,
who has made the food-supply of the Hill tribes his special study, It will be evident from
what [ have written, how important the utilization of this product must be, and how necessary
it is to remove any prohibitive restrictions or impediments to this spontaneous produce of
our forests being gathered and stored, during the short period of the year when it is lying
on the ground. The money saving on the ordinary consumption as food of mhowa can
hardly be less than 7 lakhs a year. We take only the market value of the commodity or
close on 28 lakbs if we grant that it substitutes ong and half times its weight of cereals of
the lowest cldss and value. A large quantity nluogl used for the consumption of cattle in
oold raw days in the rainy season,




 Page 1, lines 1 and 2 from bottom.

S e APPENDIXE. .
Supplementary questions asked by the
A In what months does Chhattisgarh receive a portion of its rain-fall from a north-east-
: : erly direction? Is this the South-Western rain diverted and
. . brought round, or a separate current from the Bay of Bengal 7
Where do the two meet? Ts there a dry tract between ? e o
Dr. Barter would not venture on going beyond what is in the text. The matter has not

b been specially observed. See my further remarks at page
D e Nidly, 52 on &? Bfnymdam rain-fall. Dr. Barter appears to agree

¥ )
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Secretary to ‘(hc‘?ém‘;c ‘Commission.

_in the theory that the easterly rains are due to a branch of the South Western mensoon

travelling ulg the Bay of Bengal and checked and turned back by some cold currents far to
the East. They are spoken of commonly as the *“return” showers, The rains which fall

~ about or after the 15th September generally come from North East. Natives call this the

‘“uttara.” We are now (September 3rd) in the fortnight in which natives call the rains
“ purbiya” and have had rains from the East. " The uncertain Hathi showers are looked for -
in the Ist week of October from the South Hast. This subject has not, I think, been full
studied. The winter rains come from north or north-east, and indeed from all gnarters, but eer-
dom from the South-West, I'dounot think there is any dry tract between the indraft areas ;
rather that early in the monsoon the rain is from South-West, later from the North-East
last of all from South-East.
Pago 2, lines 1 and 2. What about the winter rain ? |

Winter rains are uncertain. The Northern districts get more, I think, than those in the
South, Chbattisgarh gets rain at this time as well as the other parts. The rain mostly
comes from the North-East ; rarely from South-West.

Please give this separately for each district if possible : where the District figures vary
g mO 3-&%"0‘““ of ayerage rain- 5o much, the average of the whole Provinse does not carry

or the Central Provinces. much weight. !

This will be given in an Appendix at the end of the work. It was not given here, a¢
it would have delayed the printing work.
“The nature of the crops governs the minimum required.”
Just so: where is the rice?

The rice fields are described at pages 92—94 and 120. Sambalpur, Chhattisgarh,
Bhandara, lowlands of Balaghat, North-East of Chanda, &c.

“ Excessive rain in the past cold season, &e.” 'This is the
main danger of the Nerbudda Valley, is it not ?

Certainly. A long continuance of cloudy weather even without rain will greatly injure
gram, lac, and linseed when blossoming. But this will not touch the wheat. Cloudy
weather with cold winds after rain will rust the wheat. :

Page 8, iine 15.

Page 8, lines 22, 23,

Surely 3 or 4 inches would be too much for Hoshangabad
in the cold weather ?
This 18 the maximum. If the rain came down in three or for days, much would run

Puge 8, lines 10 to 14 from bottom.

off and do no damage. But if the rain, say even 3 inches or less, were distributed over 12

to 15 days, the danger would be greatly increased.

In 1877, Hoshangabad had in January and February over two inches. Narsinghpur, in
January, February and March had b inches, and Jubbulpore in these mouths had 6 inches but
1o harm was done,

Bat on the other hand ourrabi in Hoshangabad was lost this year with 3:26 in December
1877, and *12 in Junuary 1878 ; while Narsinghpur suffered greatly with 211 in December
1877, without rain but with cold cloudy weather in subsequent months. Jubbulpore sufiered
almost equally with ‘57 of rain in December 1877, and 38 in January 1878, Chindwara was
not injured with 6+29 and 1952 in January and February 1877, but ruined by 425 in Janu-
ary and February 1878, Betul, Seoni and Nagpur show similar results. The Nagpur wheat
was lost with 2:23 this year. Thus it is not the lgunnt.if.y of rain-full which injures.

This seems to be excessive; inceed for the Nerbudda valley, 1 should say it was more than

could be borne; and that a vastly less quantity would be suffi-
Page 4, Rain requirementa of

Rk cotian maite A cient. See previous answer, 2735 inches. Why 39? This _

question asks for the minimum suflicient, supposing none to

run off. I should say 2% inches was more like the minimum.

Iam not prepared to fix the exact minimum. I think perhaps 1 may have rather
over-estimated for the exact areas of regar soil, but all these districts have some other

than black soils ; for example there is much sandy soil in the Sohagpur Tahsil of Hosbanga-

bad, which woald require more rain; also under the hills.  Probably my minimum of 27
inches would do for Nimar,and perhaps for Wardha, if well distributed and none ran off.,
Seoni, Chhindwara, Mandla and Betul would require a minimum of 85 to suit the whole of
each district. But our wells would even then suffer. The embanked fields-of Jubbulpog-is be
Narsinghpur and Mandla would very greatly suffer with less than 38 or 39 inches. The+' Mhows
ive very little rice and poor crops of rabi; I think 25 inches too little for Hoshaw,
n the year of drought they were in great danger with 26:05. Heavy rain (5:60) av.
end of September alone saved them. I give the s'loshugubad falls from May to Decern
for 10 years:— i
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1868,26:05. 1872, 3610, 1876, 4814 No damage. g
gm 4410 No damage. 1873, 4150 No damage 1877, 3540 Of this 826 in December with
! ggi 32-20. 1874, 4470 No damage what followed in January 1878
11871, 66°50 No damage. 1875, 63-33 No damage ruined the rabi of the past
Eh Ry 13 » v

Page 2,—4th pars from bottom. Where do the Hathi showers fall

. These uncertain rains are looked for I believeall through the Provinces, including Nimar,
between 27th September and 10th October. They are often very partial, 4. e. when Bhandara
gets them perhaps Nagpur will not, i ,

~ Al this is interesting, and if the information has not been collected before .in one place,

it would be valuable ; but still as far as the Famine Commis-
m’mf‘:&,&f""" PAgOR:  sion are concerned it would be sufficient to say that there was
a f.:mine due almost entirely to war and rapine, not to climatic

i : influences, i

This has never before been made available to District officers. It is intended now to'do
it once for all. I have given a summary for the Province at pages 85—86 without showing
‘too much detail. !

This account of Jubbulpore is interesting, but rather too I should be much obliged

Pech 90 5 if an abstract of it could be added at the end showing the sta-
sge 20, opposite pata at bobtom. ;s4i0g ag to numbers relieved, cost of reliof, revenue remitted

or suspended, prices, stocks, &c.

I cannot give the numbers relieved, nor for each district the expenditure. Remissions
and suspensions are shown as fully as I can give them in the narrative and in answer to
:r:cid questions further on ; stocks were not specially re d on. I have shown prices in

narrative, and in preparing the index will particularly these points in mind,

s
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i M nlmn.ng the prioe for which the villages in Tahsil Murwara and Pexgms qumcogarh ‘
were sold from 1868-69 to the present time.

e
)ik ¥ Malik makbuza
[?' 0. Whlov‘hhlu. Villages in part, Boldi Total,
o i3 M . 1.3 o s "
= ET T ETI R =
. ; gs {0 5 : ¥l 8 1d ,
: 5 § : | § |63 < | 3 ] s ?
‘ : HEY 1| &3
?, H g IR LAE I IUELREIRLEE:
f ool
( 1868-60| 8 8,210( 9,025 2| 550, 600 .. | ,..| .. , 10| 8760 9,625 UmraoBingpurchased 5}
| vill Government de-
J mand of which isRs. 8,000
: . : l.t.aprieeof Ks. 7,200.
1869-70] 11| 1,908| 2,580, 8| 180 1,275 ... | ... | .. | 14| 2,047 8855
1870-71] 11| 2,169( 8,900 . 2| = 145  T50[ ... | ... | . 13| 2,314| 9,650, No information of sales
p{;ilorto 1863-69 is avail-
lable.
1871-72| 7  904| 4,561| 13) 904| 8,518| 123/ 625 2,131 143] 2,433| 10,205
1872-73| 8| = 924| 2,837 9| 726 2,406 2| 8 15| 19| 1,658] 5,258 ;
1873-74| 4| 566 1,640\ 15 436 2,263 ... | ... o 19| 1,002 3,903 Owing to the rent being
paid partly in kind, no
figures can be given for
occupancy holdings.
1874.75 1| 125| 750 10| 509) 4,572 8| 28 70| 14| 662| 5392
1875-76] 1| 410 2,000 24 1,536/15,656) 2| 44 55| 27| 1,990(17,711
1876-77] ... | ... 12| 685 2,001 5 19 98 17| 704{ 2,069
4| 790|18,250
1877-78 : 11| 1,019 21,8971 Sold to pay off the Ta-
Lo &0 sioun | . Iukdae of Morwara'a ebin
all these villages are m
Murwara proper, and none
in Buemgoguh

* In thewse 7 villages the Talukdar was only the superior proprietor and his yearly profits Re. 229 only were sold,
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APPENDIX G.-

NOTE BY E. E FERNANDEZ, Esquige.

f ~ Assistant Conservator of Forests. 2

Wik X Forest products used as food by the Hill tribes of the Satpura hills,”

_The hill tribes of the Nimar, Hoshangabad and Betul districts depend for a considerable
portion of their food supply on forest fruits and other produce. Of these the flower and fruit ,
of the mhowa tree are the most important, both on account of their highly nourishing proper-
ties and the large quantities in which they are consumed. Except when variety is required,
or when the ber is still in season, the sun-dried mhowa flower forms a part of eve ;’l&?‘bﬁ
ing eaten with boiled rice and the lesser millets or kneaded with dough to make bn:? pro-
portion of sugar in the fleshy corolla is exceedingly large, combined with a small quantity of
some nitrogenous compounds, This gives it great nourishing powers, and its general use
effects a considerable saving in the comsumption of cereals, Iam unable to state exactly
what this saving is, but it cannot be put down at less than 20 per cent, after making allow-
ance for the increased quantity of the cereals consumed on account of the improved flavour im-
parted by it to the latter. The seed of the mhowa, or rather the cotyledons of .the seed con-
tain about 25 per cent by weight of oil. This oil is expressed by the hill people themselves
by a very simple process. The testa or skin being removed, the seed is pounded and boiled,
wrapped up in two or three folds of an old blanket and pressed between two boards. Besides
being used for lighting, the oil forms a very inexpensive substitute for ghee, which it resem- '

bles in colour apd consistency. Taking the flower and the fruit together, a provident family
can live well and save at least 30 per cent of . cereals by laying in a sufficient supply of those
products for the year’s use.

~ Asalready mentioned, the ber also enters largely into the food of the hill tribes. Be:
sides being eaten as an ordinary fruit, it is stoned and mashed into a kind of thick sauce or
purie with a little water, salt and cayenne pepper and used with bread or boiled cereals. For
this latter purpose, the ber is of course as good dried in the sun as when broken off the tree,
lm@ thus an inexhaustible supply of it may be stored up every year irrespective of drought
ana searcity.

The roasted seed of the Mahol (Banhinia Wahbi), s common, hardy, gigantic creeper, is
eaten with great relish, many making a complete meal of it. This bean 15 in season from
Jnnum;ly to February. The whole bean is roasted in hot embers nutil the woody pod is nearly
charred through. The seed has not a disagreeable taste, but is slightly astringent, and
highly indigestable for those unaccustomed to it.

During the rains and cold weather the tubers of some wild species of arum, curcuma,
and yam are extensively eaten, and can form a complete substitute for the cereals, at least for
a Jimited period.

The above are the more important forest prodncts which make up a considerable part of
the diet of the hill tribes here. There are many other trees and shrubs of which some part
is edible, and which are used by these people during their respective seasons.  Some
of them are given in the following list, which I have drawn up with a few summary

remaks :—
Name of speices. What parts eaten, How eaten. \ Beason,
Argyreia uniflora ...| Flower bud +..| Cooked ...| May to August.
Moringa pterygosperma ...| Flowers .../ do, ...|January to April,
Young leaves e« do. ... March to April,
And leaf buds eed] dO, .. do.
Tender fruit varfh B0 pus do.
Indigofera pulchella .| Flowers «..] do, .| January to June.
Bauhinia variegata «..| Flower buds and ten-
i der leaves «| do, ...|February to March.
.\ Do. purpurea ««.| Flower buds .| do. ...|December to January,
Do. malabarica «.| Tender leaves .| do. ..| April to November.
india dumetorum ...( Young fruits .| do. ...|June to July,
denia’ turgida do. do. ...| May to June.
latifolia oo Fruit .| do. .. November to February
i ...| Young shoots and fruit.| Cooked and| May to June.
ot uncooked. .
Vos do. oo do. .| April to July.
.| Pruit B R T do.
+o| Fruit (in times of | acarcity) ...| April to May.
vvi| Fruit ...| Uncooked., do.
do, el do. ...| May to June.
. | Raw and
...| Fruit ..| cooked...| October to March,
ity do. .-} Uncooked..| March to April,

. ol i N'l.lnd
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- vidual tax payer thus pays less and feels tha bur  less, and wh
“eagr~oa anriched at the expense of the ~** ~hed part

SRR
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T conclude therefore, that there is nothing in the law, or in the conditions' on which
is held in these Provinces, which checks the improvement of the land. Material improve-

~ments of the Jand belong to a later stage than this Province has yet reached.

i - -y

3. I pass now to paragraph 26 of Chapter I. Here it is asked whether the taxation on

i : account of famine expenditure canunot be made morg strictly °
-337.3 :‘w':g‘,:;;:‘“““ Y Jocal, whether when expenditure has been incurred in suc-

; couring a distressed locality, such expenditure might not be
recovered from the locality which had benefited in a manner that should bring into
operation a sense of local responsibility,—first in securin% the lives of the people,~—and secondly
in protecting them from unnecessary expenditure on relief ; and it is asked could the expen-
diture in a single, district, or sub~division of a district, be wholly or in part recovered from
that district or sub-district ; and could any plan be suggested by means of which a Muni-
cipality might be compelled to bear the costof feeding its owa poor. Lastly it is asked
what would be the probable effect on the minds of the people, and on the temper of officials,
of the knowledge that the cost of famine relief expended on their behall or by them
would be recouped by local taxation. | will answer these questions very generally. I
consider the plan of having a Mutnal Assurance fund, such as the additional rates acts
recently applied to Northern Tndia create tobe expended on any part of the country on which
famive falls, thoroughly sound. If the principle of assurance of any kind is accepted and
it seems to be generally accepted and to be more and more acted upon, then it appears to °
me that this system of assurance on a large scale against famine is proof against hostile
argument. The argumenta on which this year’s famine taxation were based are still fresh
in every ones recollection, and I will not waste time in repeating them. When it comes,
however, to suggesting that local taxation should provide for local famine expendirure, I
venture to express my opinion thav such loca! taxation would under the present con-
ditions of provincial government and provincial financial responsibility be unfair, if it be not,
impraeticable. -

First, it has to be remembered that some parts of India are more liable to famine th .
others, that it is not the wealthiest districts which are most liable to famine,—that all pro- |
vinces do not contribute in the same Proportion to the Imperial exchequer, and that |
taxation is not equal all over India. In many respects it has been admitted thay the |
wealthier provinces must, out of their surplus, provide meaus for the good government of .
those provinces which are too poor at present to pay their way ; and I can conceive uo object
to which the waslthier provinces could be more properly asked to devote a portion of (their
surplus than the relief of a province stricken with famine. It seems to me that in § <h
cases the empire at large must suceour the sick member. Certainly 1 corceive this t
right and proper, unless it be distinctly recognized that every province must provide f
own wants of all kinds, that it must ask for nothing and get nothing except what its
revenues will enable it to pay ror. Buat it will I fancy be long before that princi
recognized  Our way of looking at things must be much changed before it could be acy
India would cease to be one empire, and would be made up of a number of separa
like the different Australian colouies.

Secondly, the difficulty has to be considered of getting from an impoverished
which has recently passed through the ordéal of famine not only the same revey
used to pay in the (ruys when it was well off, but also a considerable amonnt ¢
taxation to pay off the debt incurred to other provinces for famine expenditure.
will I think be readily admitted. It has further been admitted that there
no way at present of increasing the Indian revenues generally by fresh taxa
the same thing in one and all of the provinces which make up British luidi
be difficult to resort to fresh taxation in all ? In order to raise the gr
E:elout. Mutual Assnrance fund it has been necessary to go to the land,

the same thing in each individual province--additional taxes would h
the land. But in the case of famine the land tax would have to be in a
suspensions of revenue, if not remissions, would have to be granted.
over, the land would have make up the arrears of the suspended tax.
additional taxation over and above that 7 I think not. rtainly nog
Land settlement), were unduly light. T see indeed that in the questin
Commission it is said the local taxation suggested is to be ¢ in modifi
for that recently adopted, and not in addition to it”; but I do ngt
managed without pressing more hardly on the suftering province or
adopted taxation does, and doing 50 at a more unseasonable time,
the Mutual Assurance principle would be to some extent abandon
that the cost of a famine should be diffused over as large a popu

. oo 4
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that the localization of famine taxation is proposed. It is asked what would bethe effect on-
the minds of the people, and on the temper of officials of the knowledge that famine relief
would bave to be repaid by local taxation, On the people I believe the effect (at ‘the time
when the famine is on them), would be nil, Who are those who bave chiefly to be relieved ?
the poorest. They take no thought for the morrow-—they pay no taxes (that they know of,
the effect of indirect taxes and state monopolies being hidden from them), they bave nothing
to fear fromefresh taxation even if they thonght of the matter at all. On the better classes
the effect would not be greater. They would no more than the others realize that they would
have to pay for the expenditure that was being incurred —they still believe the government purse

to be inexhanstible, and they cannot even now always understand why the governmentis so \
grudging in its general expenditure. In famine times the better class of natives are liberal, they |

would expect the government to be so also, and they would not count the cost even if they could
count it, and I doubt if they could even form an estimate of the rate of expenditure being
incurred, and the pressure of taxation which they would subsequently have to submit to.

Neither do I think that the effect on the temper of the officials would be great. They
are not permanently attached to localities. They are moved from place to place as the
exigencies of the government service dewand. It is not by any means sure that they
would have to raisv the additional taxation which the famine expenditure involved ; even if
they had to do so it would not necessarily be a concern to them. It seems to me they can
have no motive in knowingly spending more money than is necessary, and if they are mistaken
in their views as to the amount of relief necessary, the knowledge that the expenditure
will have to be provided for by local taxation would not give them a truer insight into matters.
An honest official would do what he considered necessary regardless of consequences. I am
inclined to think that lavish expenditure is not more to be feared than niggardliness ; that
officials are as a rule carefal of the government money, and that generally speaking they
would look for, and try to obtain the approbation of the government by doing what appoars
much at a small cost. Officials generally take their cue from the government which they
serve, and it depends very much on the nature, and tone of the instructions issued by the
government whether a famine is encountered in a calm and sober, or in a flustered and ex-
trayagant mauner. This being the case, I admit that in the interests of the Imperial
exchequer it may be desirable that a province which has suffered from famine should meet
Arom its own resources a portion of what has been expended on famine relief, and should
not draw on the ‘Mutual Assurance fund’ and the Tmperial treasury for the whole. What pro-
portion of tly whole expenditure should be thus made good, would 1 think have to be
settled by the Government of Indiu in each case as it arose, and wounld depend on the severity
of thegfamine—the condition of the province—the extent to which it had permanently bene-
fited by the famine works, and its contribation to the Mutual Assarance fund ; and the way in
which the repayment would be made would be by the Government of India demandin
from the Local government a larger contribution on account of the sources of revenue an
departments mm?e over to ity than it now receives. This larger contribution would be paid
for so many years, until thereby the provincial contribution to th® famine expenditure had
been made up. The Local government would theu have the choice of reducing its expendi-
ure on administration—of proceeding more slowly with public works, or of resorting to fresh
“xation. In this manner Provincial vesponsibility would I think, be sufficiently enforced

hout the general principle of murual assurance being departed from, and without tha difficul-
nobior:g as attending an attempt to localize taxation on account of famine relief being

‘ntered. i

¢th regard to a Municipality bearing the cost of feeding its own poor. I think Mu-
t would generally do in that way all that could fairly be required of them. Ex-
shown that in times of scarcity or famine the poor from the rural districts make
» the towns where they beg for relief, and in the towns not only are large num-
"'sl( by private charity, but Municipalities also organize relief houses. I do not
'ld serve any good purpose were the duties of Municipalities more strictly defined.
can be no doubt that they would always co-operate with Government in times

1 that no compulision is necessary

ling’ Chapter IV, I can ofter only a few general observations. T do not see
exactly how schemes of works suitable for execution in time
of famine can always be kept ready prepared. There is this diffi-
\ culty that schemes cannot well be kept prepared for al}, parts
ve; and schemes hoth great and small, in order to meet the cnse of a greater or
\. It seems to me too that if famine relief by means of employment oo
v be given, it is idle to discuss whether the works to be undertaken shall be
be sanctioned under ordinary circumstances, or whether works of doubt-
wuld be also attempted. 1 work has to be foiind, then it = %a fouad
id down ix that such works sh:l&l be nedartilnl

remes of famine
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i ,» huts at 186
»w ., wn in Balaghats S - 54
2 »» 1n DBhandara 52,58
i y» 10 Bilaspur o 78
= s in Chhattisgarh, cost of ... - 60
5 45 Chhmdwnm ' 49
1 » in City of Jubbu 27
% » in Damoh 4 48
2y » in Raipur - Sy ) 68
" » in Saugor 8,741
.. ik w petty advisability of o 181
., » projected in Sambalpur advantage of their not bung
commenced . - 63
is s»» Bpecial 181
3 55 ,» management of e _ th
» ready made schemes for R 1h
Reluctanee of ryots to work 78
3 to accept of relief 194
» come to relief sos 55,57
B.eunssmns in 1819, Nagpur state 8
A in Betul, 1832 o 10
5 in Bllm-pur ' . Voo 84
. in Chhattisgarh, 1828-29 ... - 10
P in famine of 1868-69 £6
- in Jubbulpore, 1533-34 11
" in Narsinghpur 1831 10
" in Nimar prior to 1846 ... vos 12
9 in Raipur n 1534.35 a3 b
e in Saucor and Nerbudda territories in 1855 13
L e in Seoni und Mandla, 1827 ... 9
» not asked for in Reoni s 46
P54 not vranted in Bulaghnt . . Gom 56
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Rent and Revtnue times for paying iy
Rents, enhancement of

% ,, in Nimar and Chsndl
E payment of, relation to harvest ...
Reservoirs for large irrigation works impracticable
Revenue arrears, land sold for

Revenue assessment when made and conditions of period

- collections in Seoni
o ,, of Land AL
»  demand

»  ease of collection of, in Snmbalpur
5, iostalments, relation to harvest

& w time for pl{mg e

»  land, paid up in fu
s remissions i
suspensions i b

Rice as staple food -

» country of Bhandara, famine in
» cultivation of in Chhattlsgarh peculiarities of,
s cultivation in Sambalpur, system of
» fields of Chhattisgarh
o ” Bhandm-a, Balaghat and Chsndn
» growing areas
o Fr nds, maximum and minium rain-fall
the staple of Chhattisgarh voe

nghts in land, value of the glft

»  to water from tanks for irrigation

Rise of prices indicating scarcity oss

» 9 Wwages o
River-borne traffic of Balaghat vee
River commnunications ves

Rotation of crops
Rules under Land Tmprovement Act, deterrent effect of
Rural population, classes first eﬁect,ed

S.

Safeguards that indications of distress are noticed
Sale of children in Damoh in 1855 N

o » s famine of 1818-19

s % » 3 Nagpurcountry in 1832

0 5 Seoni 1833-34

b Land to non-agriculturists

,» under decrees of Court ...
Salt unported
Sama or Sawa grass, importance of
Sambalpar, condition of
5 famine of 1834

to distant work PO / st

»s  inability of ordinary trade to supply during famine ...

. isolation of e
» peculiarities of rice cultivation... -
Sandy soils, distribution of o
Sanitary arrangements for camps oer
Sanitary inspection of labourers
- » Ppaupers in poor houses
& works executed %
y, in villages ke

Satnami chamars of Chhattisgarh

Saugor and Nerbudda Territories, blight i in 1854.55
s cost of relief in o
»  District, relief measuresin  ,,
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Scantmeu of pOpulatmn, does not call for lugh ocultivation ebhn o
ﬂclrclty of water not felt in Saugor N % i
o | | » supply during, b{ unassisted trade e |
Schomea for irrigation, impracticable on large scale as ¥
»w  (ready made) for special relief works /
Searching out of sufferers S 58
4.y s the distressed, a duty of Government? il
Seed grain, advances for 26,56,60, 79,. 3
¥ ,, disadvantages of taking from Government 14 .
g g for J ubbulpore, rabbi sowmgs 3 },s
w s in Raipur 00 R
A ,» loans, terms of ' 188\
w y Question neglected in Shahgarh 42 \
requirements for 106 v:
Seed seloction of 122 \\“
Sellmg crops before harvests 228 i\
Seoui, distress or famine in, 1868- 0 45 \& !
Servants, agricultural, first to feel famine ¢ b \“
Service holdings 189 .4
. Bettlement ot emigrants in other Provinces o 208 .k
Settlement Proclamation principles of Settlement 136
Settling of low landers in Balaghat plateau 55 |
Shifting tenures in Chhattisgarh A 64,99 |
Sickness, temporary, treatment of A ) 185
Sick, treatment of, at relief works 188 | |
Sma.ll-pox epldemlc of, 1868-69 ‘ 48
Soil, analysis of black, 129
deterioration of 87
Speclal relief works 181
Spinning work, relief by 192
Staple crops in Murwara . 91 oo
2 s, in North-East of Saugor ... 89
% food grains BN 118
’ o of Gonds and Bygyas 7 g
% price rates of » 157
i products of the black cottun 80118 87,88
& » o sandy soils ... 87,89
étatistics of famme of 1868 ot} wed 85,86
, trade 168
Smmulus to trade from railways 166
Stocks of grain in Bilaspur 76
o in Narsinghpur, 1868-69 48
,,  in Raipur . 64,65,67, 73 b |
i in Sambalpur
i Shortness of, in 1867-68 14
- Store-houses for sale of grain at cost pnce in Chanda 51
Store-keeper’s diet roll N 196
Stores of grain in Lown 78 *
Storing grain in Damoh, improved system desirable for siv 123
Strike for wages on relief works 49
Subscriptions for relief in Saugor 37 i
“,,  realization of, stopped in northern part of Jubbulpore 26 ;
Sugar-cane producing areas 88 |
Summary of operations in the Central Provinces during the last
famine : 4 85,86 _
Buperior proprietors, definition of term ... 135 1
Supervision of irrigation tanks ] e (G 212 #
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kl% Wﬂl by Sectwtry Fsmme Commission
) ~ Wajibularz B1.

111 off'food in b(;.un insufficient ... l?g ¥
Duapply o grtmm its conveyance in scarcity '
B .;,’ ’ » in bazar of Balaghat thhheld 53

urplus income of cultivators 5 b R Ly
Suspensions in Jubbulpore, 1831-32 ... 7 § ERI e
»  not sufficient in Narsinghpur in 1835 10
5 of April kist in Bhandara ... 52
po of land revenue ..o 60,74,205 \
»  of revenue in Bilaspur ... 77,84 t
T.
Taccavi 32
3 advances for rabi seed 33
2 ,» in Bhandara for seed gram and works 52
% »  facilities for giving, required ... 148
[ / ) for irrigation, importance of, in Bilaspur 101
X o for land improvemwent 145
1 for plougb bullocks SR
. for rice seed 26
o for seed grain we  56,60,82
o % e L gp AR RAPTT 0
o » s » in Seoni in 1827 9
» RN refused in 1855 13
5 ,, wells in Betul B
s grants for relief works by pnvate individuals 180
b @ in Balaghat 54
i no great demand for 28 0¥
Tabsili Wajibularz, translation of R 140 -
Talukdars, definitions of term 135
Tank and field embapkment work by pnva.t’e individuals ... i A
Tanks, beds of, dug up for roots of aquutlc plants 69
” 4 Lleansmg of 78
» Construction of by agriculturists e 143
»  for irrigation, supervision and maintenance of 212
- irrigation from 4107
Tank work done by Taccavi advances ... A4
w o for relief 31,34
Task work & 22,180
Taxation, local, for famine expenditure ... 60,176
Telegraphlc communication 173
Temporary distress, suitable measures for 180
Fite distress, test of b
¥ sickuess, treatment of 185
Tenants at will = 81,139
g »» n Bilagpur 99
Tenures, areas cultivated under- dlﬂ'erent 139
features of absolute occupancy ... 138
2 of land < 134
5 Shifting in Chhattisgarh 99
»  Should any conditions of, be changed ? 140 J
y»  transfers of occupancy, in Ralpur mine Tk }’
Test of character of distress Sp i 180 Y
Trade, activiy of 160
" centres A 02 b
Trade new branches created by leways o4 166

» unassisted, capabilities of 171,172
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'Tuﬁc by river in Balaghat

- Trading cluaes character of
f‘em of land in Murwara

' Tn.nsfer. right of, limited in Nimar and Chands -
Trap, faults in under strata of ave
Trees in Damoh thhered from drought.

»  San
i b wyford Captain, Deputy Commissioner of Raipur, death of s
U.
Urban population, classes first affected among
. : V.
Vagrants, treatment of
Value of gross produce
b » Mhowa as an article of food ...
Village agricultural returns e oo

,» inspection

i i and searching out of the distressed .
e xnspectlon, staff’ for i

» Inspectors, beats of

w5 ,, class of
i ,, duties of
Villages, number of settled and maafi
Village sanitation s
i petty works for
S Wajlbula.rz, translation of

w.

Wages bare subsistence in Chindwara
,, during the distress in Seoni
,» for chief kinds of labour ol
», general rise of
»» given early in relief measures in Ralpur
» -method of payment
,- of hired labour
labourers paid in kind in famine
spinners and weavers

» ”»

» »
on relief works in Bilaspur

,, on relief works in Damoh s
,» on reduced scale on relief works

Wajibularz supplementary
,, Tahsili translation of
» Village o5

Wandering paupers how “dealt with 7
Wardha in 1868-69, freedom from distress in
Wards, estates under Court of &

Wastage in grinding .o .o
Water communieations e .o
Water drawing, ordinary plan of v oos
,, supply, dificiency in .
A , distress from deficiency in ...

S iins s in Betul ve
4 ,» in Damoh o oeo
s s in drought in Saugor oo
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150
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45
156
i
67
185
154,246
71,78
56

79 |
43
68
143
140
142
33
51
123
196
169
109
57,69,76
79
47
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Iy in Norsnghpor ..

~, in Raipur :
aﬁﬁng‘nsdtpmn classes, amiguhan of, to Berar
s Classes ﬁnt e down in Slugor PR g i de | By
7 5y relief for YR ol g 192 ¢
w” rice field B 98
Wells at length resorted to o AR
~ »  digging and cleaning of .. ' 31,34
. » dlggmq of, how regulated Sy o0 148 :
i Irngation "from s e 107 «
_,,  resorted to in Bilaspur WL e oot 79
' Wheat as staple food ... 120
57 rice, &c exported i _ isg
was in di N 9
Wnldernen ::“Bmum G i 94
Winter rains !
% s damage caused by in Namnghpur, 1831 10
= » drainage from in 1831 2 11
¥ » @xcessive in Chhindwara 1846—47 igen 12 A%
" 4, Mahoot or Christmas rain, unportanoe of 90 |
of 1854, damage from - 12 i
Women of respectabxhty, reliefof ... 198 3
‘Work for poor-house paupers F s 197
‘Works of permanent utility by private persons 180
./ Work lmnble for different classes - 184
Z.
Zeinabad and manjrod, desolation of 1802-4 s 5
f, Zemindars, definition of term 135
FE Zemindaris, general independence of people in 171
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